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Whether you’re looking to upskill, change career or just research your family or community history, 

the University of New England’s History courses can help you achieve your goals. 

We have a range of history study options, including:

 • Master of History

 • Master of Arts

 • Bachelor of Historical Inquiry and Practice

 • Bachelor of Arts

 • Graduate Diploma in Local, Family and Applied History

For over 60 years UNE has been a leader in helping busy adults study from home. With our online course 

delivery, your future is just a mouse click away, no matter where you are in Australia or beyond.

Together, we can make history

Apply now 

1800 818 865

une.edu.au/studyhistory
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Follow us for extra articles, expert tips, research tools, 

weekly giveaways and more. Shop online for back 

issues, subscriptions and gifts, and see which events 

we’ll be at so you can come along and say hello.

inside history
More than a magazine — we’re  
a family. Keep in touch with us  
online with daily updates on our 
social media channels.

Stay connected with 

facebook.com/insidehistorymagazine 
twitter.com/insidehistory  
www.pinterest.com/insidehistory 
instagram.com//insidehistory 
www.insidehistory.com.au

EXPLORE AUSTRALIA’S 

ROLE IN THE

GREAT WAR WITH

The Centenary

History of Australia

and the Great War

Collect the series 

Visit oup.com.au/ww1centenary

or contact 1300 650 616 for more information



When historian Peter Edwell decided to 
discover more about his great grandfather, he 
found a criminal past that explained why his 
family had known very little about him. Read 
about his research journey from page 40. 

An equally fascinating feature this issue is 
our look at a new exhibition at the Australian 
National Maritime Museum: Ships, Clocks & 

Stars examines the discovery of longitude in 
the 1700s. It includes some incredibly rare 
objects on show from the Royal Museums 
Greenwich in the UK, and is one not to be 
missed. Read more from page 28.

One of our resident experts, Kerry Farmer, 
delves into the mysteries of DNA tests for an 
Inside History reader. Which one is the best 
test to take? Learn more on page 20. 

We also look at the work of the Australian 
Women’s Army Service during World War Two. 
From intelligence to administration, convoy 
work to chemical warfare, their roles were as 

In issue 32 we were giving away five sets of the history books shortlisted for  
the 2015 Prime Minister’s Literary Awards Prize for Australian History, valued at  

$224 per pack. We’ve published the names of the winners on our website. Check 
insidehistory.com.au/category/special-offers to see if your name is there!

Congratulations 

to our competition winners from issue 32!

varied as they were groundbreaking. Hear from 
some of the women themselves on page 46. 

We also meet Ethel Livesey, a woman who 
made the news for very different reasons 
in the 1930s and ‘40s — including fraud 
and impersonating an heiress. Freda Marnie 
Nicholls delves into Mrs Livesey’s life beyond 
the newspaper headlines over on page 56.

Plus there’s lots more this issue. On page 
50 Sarah Trevor travels to Albany in Western 
Australia to uncover its many historical secrets, 
while Helen Stagg looks at life on the fringe 
of the Murray River on page 34. We also bring 
you the latest online record sets from page 24. 
And be sure to check out our subscription ofer 
on page 62 — we’re an independent, Australian 
magazine and your support means a lot. 

Happy researching from the  
Inside History team,
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What happens when you find a black sheep  

in the family tree? It’s a situation that most 

genealogists have come across, some more 

than once for those of us with convict ancestry!
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Kerry Farmer �Ask our experts�, page 20

I would like to test the DNA of King Edward III from 14th-century 

England. Statistics suggest that a modern English person with 

predominantly English ancestry is more than 99 per cent likely to 

descend from Edward III.

Peter Edwell �Law and disorder�, page 40

I have a special interest in a number of individuals from antiquity. One 

is Zenobia, often referred to as the queen of the ancient city of Palmyra, 

Syria. It was claimed she was related to Cleopatra. When her rebel empire 

took control of Egypt in c.270 AD, it is possible she made this claim 

herself. DNA analysis might help establish her links to the Macedonian 

dynasty (i.e. Cleopatra). Arabic heritage would likely be dominant in 

Zenobia�s genetic makeup but it is possible DNA analysis may also link 

her to the ancient Iranian world, which would be fascinating.

Helen Stagg �Communities on the edge�, page 34

Bruno Alfred August Hintz, born in Lyndoch, South Australia in 

1870, is my mysterious great grandfather. He had a colourful youth, 

marrying Lillian Dollman in Box Hill, Victoria, in 1897 under the 

assumed name of Wilfred Bentley. A DNA test would show whether 

he was in fact the father of the first four children born to Lillian prior 

to the marriage. Bruno disappeared from the records after Lillian�s 

premature death in 1904 and remains my genealogical brick wall.

CONTRIBUTORS
If you could sign up any historical figure for a DNA test,  

who would it be and why?  

contributors

This issue we ask our

Inside History   |  May-Jun 2016  |  9



inbox

Bordertown, Naracoorte and  

the state�s South East. 

Four years research went 

into this very well-written and 

-documented book. Tony is 

the President of the RSL in 

Bordertown, South Australia,  

and has long had an interest 

 in military history.

� Anne Pope, NSW

HIDDEN IN THE 

FOUNDATIONS

I�ve been researching for nearly 

20 years now, and I�ve found 

that having the same email 

address for that entire time is an 

advantage. Every now and again, 

I receive emails from people 

who have found my address on 

a site that I visited years ago. 

My prime example was receiving 

an email a few years ago from 

somebody who�d found my email 

address linked to a house in 

NOTES FROM A WINNER

I received an email from 

Findmypast today congratulating 

me on winning a World 

subscription � I hadn�t even 

realised that I was a winner 

[of Inside History�s issue 31 

subscription offer prize]. Not 

expecting to be lucky enough 

to win, I hadn�t checked your 

website, so the email was a very 

pleasant surprise.

Thank you, Inside History, 

for this great prize and for your 

wonderful magazine. I look 

forward to its arrival always, as 

there are such interesting and 

informative articles. It never fails 

to please. I am very passionate 

about history, particularly 

Australian, or anywhere that my 

ancestors have lived. Love your 

Facebook page, too.

� Val Kinghorne, NSW

SA WWI RESEARCH

The last copy of Inside History, 

has arrived, which I always look 

forward to. Thank you for all the 

wonderful information and hints, 

it�s always a great read.

I noticed in this edition (issue 

33) the story of Epping World 

War I Honour Board, which 

prompts me to write of a book, 

Midst Snow, Mud and Desert 

Sands. Written by Tony Rout, 

the book covers the history of 

the Western Front, and the men 

from Tatiara, South Australia.  

He searched the names of the  

172 men and one nurse that  

were born in the area, of 

Like us on  
facebook.com/ 

insidehistorymagazine

Join us on  
twitter.com/ 

insidehistory

POSTIE’S  HERE!
Share your thoughts with Inside History for the chance to win a book.

Want to have your say on “Postie’s here”?  
Write to us at contribute@insidehistory.com.au 

Each issue the writer of our star letter will receive  
a recently released history book for writing in. This issue,  

Les de Belin wins a copy of Armenia, Australia & The Great 

War by Vicken Babkenian and Peter Stanley (NewSouth, 
$34.99). Share your thoughts with us via the email address 

below or on our social media channels. 

Balmain, Sydney. This house 

was continuously in my family 

from the 1860s until the 1990s 

when the last family occupant 

died. This occupant willed the 

house to charity, who in turn 

sold it, and shortly thereafter 

was demolished. 

A new home was built over 

the old sandstone foundations 

of the original house. During 

construction the current owner 

had found a bag of old photos, 

cards and documents hidden 

in the old original foundations. 

They checked the internet, 

found my email address 

connected to the house, and 

inquired whether I would be 

interested in what they found? 

Naturally, I am now the owner 

of �a bag of old photos, cards 

and documents� dating from  

the 1920s to the 1960s.

� Les de Belin, NSW
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BOB’S YOUR

UNCLE
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Are you looking to connect with other  

descendants or historians? Each issue we’ll  

feature who and what people are researching.

Lots of researchers have been linking up and knocking down 

their research brick walls via “Bob’s your uncle”. To place an ad, 

email contribute@insidehistory.com.au. Adverts are free!

HOLMES AND BANGLES

We just wanted to let 

your readers know of our 

publication, The Holmes and 

Bangle Families: The Story 

of John Holmes and Sarah 

Bangle, Cambridge, England 

to Canobolas.   

Their children John and 

Jabez lived in the New South 

Wales country towns of Forbes, 

Cobar, Wellington, Orange, 

Lithgow as well as Sydney. John�s 

brother Henry Ambrose, whose 

family settled in Rockhampton, 

Queensland, migrated with them.

The book will be available at 

a pre-publication offer of $40 

including postage and packaging. 

Please email me if you would like 

more information.    

We are looking for a major 

contributor to the book, Tracey 

Cooper from Orange who, 

despite a lot of investigation, 

we have been unable to contact.  

Hopefully she is an Inside 

History reader.

� Wendy and Pam Valentine, 

wendyval12@bigpond.com

NSW FEMALE FACTORIES

For a number of years I have 

been researching and writing 

about colonial Australian history, 

including the female factories. 

I am now writing a history 

of the female factories of New 

South Wales, with a particular 

focus on those in Parramatta, and the stories of the women and their 

life in the factories. This will include the women�s experiences from 

transportation to the factory, as well as stories of staff, management 

and others associated with the female factory and its history. 

I am looking for descendants and individuals who would like to 

share their stories of a female factory convict, a staff member, or 

anyone who was connected with the Factory. If you are interested, 

please email me and write �Factory Book� in the subject line. Please 

include: surname (when transported), first name, birth, marriage(s), 

issue (number and names of children if possible), where and when 

tried, ship and year of transportation, 250 words maximum of short 

biography, a picture or photograph of the female factory woman if 

available, your name and the town or region in which you live, and 

your connection to the female factory woman or associated individual.

As part of the history I am compiling a descendants list. If you 

would like to be included please send me your contact details (with 

�Descendants� in the subject line) and any information you may have  

as listed above.

� Gay Hendriksen,  

rowantree.hc@gmail.com

ON GERMAN GENEALOGY

I am the national chairman of the umbrella organisation Deutsche 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft Genealogischer Verbände (DAGV) of genealogical 

societies here in Germany. My aim is to find Germans worldwide and 

also those who are researching German genealogy.

For the first time in history, our umbrella organisation wants to 

get the whole picture and trace back the footsteps of former German 

emigrants and their offspring today. I would be very interested in getting 

in contact with genealogical societies and interest groups on German 

genealogy in Australia. I send warmest greetings from Germany. 

� Dirk Weissleder, 

dirk.weissleder@dagv.org
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Major sponsors

National Family History 
Month in August 2016!

Be part of

It is a great opportunity to find out about researching your family 

history and understanding the social context within which our 

ancestors lived. There will be hundreds of events held throughout 

Australia and online.

Find out more at familyhistorymonth.org.au
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Forty-one years on from  

the original publication 

of your landmark book, 

how would you compare 

women�s standing in society  

between now and then?

The world is so different in so 

many ways and yet some things 

haven�t changed a lot. What 

has changed women�s lives 

quite profoundly is the fact 

that it�s now against the law to 

discriminate against them. It�s 

on par with women being able 

to vote, with women being able 

to have custody rights to their 

own children, with women being 

able to keep the pay they earned 

when they did jobs. These are all 

things that women didn�t have 

access to in the past century.

And it took until the 

1970s, �80s, and �90s. So that 

was a huge difference, when 

suddenly you had the law of 

the land acknowledging that it 

was no longer permissible to 

discriminate against women.  

The Sex Discrimination Act  

1984 was a federal act that 

outlawed discrimination on  

the grounds of sex � or  

gender � marital status,  

being pregnant, and it also 

covered sexual harassment.

Now we already had, since 

1969, several court rulings 

that had made it against the 

law to not pay equal pay. As 

we all know, that�s been fairly 

meaningless. We have an 

average of an 18 per cent gap in 

the pay that men and women get 

and it�s much, much higher in 

certain occupations and certain 

industries. So that remains  

a very perplexing injustice  

that has absolutely no 

justification whatsoever and  

yet continues to happen.

The fact that we now have 

political and legal rights that 

we didn�t have 100 years ago is 

incredibly important. Now there 

are virtually no jobs that women 

cannot do and do not do. That is 

CUP OF TEA

a huge change compared to what 

it used to be.

During your research, were 

you ever surprised by what 

women of earlier generations 

before you had faced?

Oh, yes! One of the most 

outrageous things was the fact 

that until the late 19th century 

women were considered the 

property of their husbands and 

therefore they had no right to 

their own children and they had 

no right to their own money. So 

if they did have a job � which 

was fairly unusual for middle 

class women � the money 

they earned at that job did not 

belong to them; it belonged to 

their husbands. So they had no 

ability to have control of their 

lives economically.

That is something that we just 

cannot imagine today: that you 

work hard and you�re not allowed 

to keep the money. 

What can we expect from 

your newly revised book?

What we�ve done is to bring 

together all of the old editions � 

so 41 years of the book between 

one set of covers. I had written 

an introduction to each of the     

previous editions, so you can 

Anne Summers, author, 

journalist and feminist

In a newly revised edition of her 1975 classic 

Damned Whores and God’s Police, Anne 

Summers explores what’s changed for women 

since — and what hasn’t. Here she shares her 

insights on Australian women’s history.

cup of tea
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The 2016 edition of Damned Whores and 

God’s Police by Anne Summers (NewSouth, 
$39.99) is out now

now read the one from 1975, 

from 1994, from 2002, and now 

from 2016; they are like a little 

history in itself of where things 

were at in each of those years.

What I�ve tried to do in the 

2016 introduction is to look 

at whether or not the �damned 

whore� and �God�s police� 

stereotypes [of women] still 

persist, and I argue that they do.

The other thing I�ve done 

� which is hopefully going 

to be useful for students and 

anyone who�s writing about 

women�s history � is to update 

the timeline of women�s 

achievements that first appeared 

in the 2002 edition. It goes back 

to 1788 and ends in November 

2015 with Michelle Payne riding 

the winner of the Melbourne 

Cup, the first woman to do so. 

You can see at a glance when  

the first Australian woman won 

an Academy Award, when the 

first woman got into parliament, 

when we first got certain 

legislation, and many, many 

more facts. I wanted it to be  

a really useful reference point  

for checking when these  

things happened.

What resources did you 

use when researching 

these milestones?

I had a researcher to help 

me update the timeline. We 

used a combination of printed 

sources, parliamentary sources, 

and of course whatever we 

could find online to add to 

the basic timeline events and 

appointments since 2002. 

We also added a new 

category �Domestic and  

Family Violence� to the existing 

categories of �Child care and 

parental leave�, �Fertility 

control� and �Political rights�  

so it is easy to find information 

on these specific subjects. 

At the end, we have a list of 

�Still to come�. Back in 2002, 

we had first female prime 

minister �still to come�. Well, 

we�ve ticked that one. Now we�re 

still waiting for: first leader 

of the federal opposition; first 

Archbishop of the Anglican and 

Catholic churches; first chief of 

the Australian defence force; 

first Chief Justice of Australia; 

first premier of South Australia 

(even though South Australia 

was the first state to give women 

the vote, it�s the only state that 

hasn�t had a woman premier); 

and finally, equal pay for all 

employed women.

How would you rate 

Australia in terms of 

our appreciation of 

women�s history?

I think we�re pretty ignorant 

of women�s history. We have 

a women�s history month but 

it doesn�t really receive much 

attention. In the United States, 

it�s something that the President 

makes a proclamation about and 

it�s something that�s supported 

by the key institutions of 

American society, particularly 

in Washington. 

We have nothing like that 

here and that�s a great shame 

because women�s history ought 

to celebrated and ought to be 

a field of living study that we 

continue to build on.

What can we learn by 

studying women�s history?

It is a big question but it is the 

question because one of the 

things we can learn from history 

is, first of all, about who we are 

today and the forces that have 

shaped us.

That is why when I originally 

wrote this book in the �70s, my 

idea was to try and form an 

understanding of how it was 

that mateship was seen as such 

a fundamental theme of our 

society. Why was everything 

built around men and their 

relationships with each other? 

Women barely got a look in. 

That was my starting point, 

and then it became a much 

broader project when I decided 

to look at the question: why are 

some women regarded as good 

women and some as bad women? 

How does that all work? 

To understand how that 

was, why that had occurred and 

why it persisted taught us a lot 

about ourselves. You have to 

understand your own history if 

you�re ever going to change it.

And that�s a continuing 

project because obviously  

things change. One of the  

things that I say in the new  

2016 introduction is, �Let�s  

look at who are the �damned 

whores� of 2016?� 

Originally, of course, it was 

the female convicts. But then  

in 1975 I said the women who 

were regarded as the �damned 

whores� of that era were 

prostitutes, lesbians (they  

were very much a hidden part  

of society, nothing like today), 

and women in prison. They  

were the three categories of  

�bad women� then.

Today the big question is: 

who are the women who are 

the �other�, the ones who are 

regarded as not being part of 

mainstream society? We have 

various reasons for shunning 

these women. 

So it�s raising a whole lot  

of questions that are hopefully  

a little bit uncomfortable,  

things that 

we don�t 

like to talk 

about, but 

that we 

should. 
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PUBLISH YOUR
FAMILY HISTORY
Ligare has been producing books for more than 30 years. 
We provide a complete book production service and are 
able to offer quick turnaround for short print runs.

Our specialties are:
•  Family/local histories
• Journals
• Novels
• Textbooks
• Magazines
•  Coffee table books

BOOK PRINTERS

For further information please contact: Elizabeth Finniecome. E: elizabethf@ligare.com.au

www.ligare.com.au

We are proud to be the chosen supplier for  
Inside History magazine, which we print, bind and mail.
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What’s new on Trove

Trove, the National Library of Australia’s much-loved online 

discovery service, recently underwent one of its largest 

upgrades ever, launching Trove 7. 

The site’s upgrades will make it faster to search, and  

more user-friendly on mobile devices. New features include  

a ‘Browse’ function, and additions that make it easier to 

navigate, correct text and customise the look of the site for 

your own preferences in terms of zoom, font, and contrast. 

In conjunction with the State Library of New South Wales, 

the National Library of Australia has also been working to 

make the NSW Government 

Gazettes available on Trove 

from 1832 to 2001. These 

gazettes are a fantastic 

resource and offer a range 

of information, from 

descriptive snippets about 

convicts to official notices 

relating to land, trade 

and licensing.  

MORE trove.nla.gov.au

Happy 30th birthday, WIRES!

This year marks an important 

milestone in the history of 

WIRES, the New South Wales 

Wildlife Information, Rescue 

and Education Service, as the 

organisation celebrates its 30th 

anniversary. During that time, 

WIRES volunteers have assisted 

more than a million animals. 

Help support their important 

work by making a donation.

MORE wires.org.au/donate/

current-appeal

Left The ground parrot of New 

South Wales, c.1809 by John Lewin.

Courtesy State Library of NSW.

THE LATEST NEWS
FROM THE HISTORY AND GENIE WORLD

Sadly, the news is not 

all good in the world 

of Trove. Following 

budget cuts to the 

National Library of 

Australia, it is likely that 

one of the impacts will 

be a decrease in the 

amount of aggregated 

content from museums 

digitised on Trove, and 

fewer collections being 

added. To sign a petition 

opposing these cuts, visit 

http://bit.ly/1UH1WKI

MORE discontents.com.

au/fundtrove

Fund Trove 

platform
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Facing World War One

Explore untold personal stories 

of Great War soldiers and their 

loved ones at Facing World War 

One: Stories of Loyalty, Loss 

and Love, now showing at the 

Museum of Brisbane. 

This exhibition draws on 

wartime letters sent from the 

front to families back home 

through the War Office, along 

with accounts from poets and 

performers who served in the 

AIF. Facing World War One 

provides an intimate, multi-

sensory journey through the 

emotional impact of war. 

On show until 28 August  

this year, admission to the 

exhibition is free. 

MORE museumofbrisbane.

com.au

Mapping 19th-century Ireland 

The University College of Dublin Digital 

Library, in collaboration with Ordnance 

Survey Ireland, has digitised a collection 

of Irish town and city maps from the  

19th century. 

These maps were drawn from surveys 

covering almost 150 cities, towns and 

villages throughout the Republic of 

Ireland. Many of the maps are town plans, 

surveyed primarily between 1837 and 1896. 

Rich in detail, the maps are an 

invaluable resource for family history 

researchers looking to learn more about 

their ancestors’ local areas. 

MORE digital.ucd.ie

Turn to page 24 for more newly  

digitised collections

Image Kildare map, 

1872. Courtesy 

Ordnance Survey  

of Ireland.

Background The grave of Jack Draney. Courtesy of Janette Burchard and Museum of Brisbane. 
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New Torres Strait Islands 

research guide

Do you have Torres 
Strait Islander ancestry? 
John Morseau, the 2015 
Indigenous Graduate at 
the National Library of 
Australia, has developed  
a guide to help researchers 
explore the Library’s 
collections relating to  
the Torres Strait region.

This research guide, 
called ‘Old TI’, showcases the 
region’s cultural and colonial 
history, featuring letters, 
photographs, oral histories, 
reports from missionaries, 
and more. 
MORE nla.gov.au/research-

guides/torres-strait-islands-

collection

100th anniversary  

of the Somme 

Melbourne’s Shrine 
of Remembrance is 
commemorating the  
100th anniversary of  
the Somme offensive  
of 1916 — and Australia’s 
tragically ill-fated military 
operations at Pozières 
and Mouquet Farm — with 
an exhibition of original 
artefacts, photographs 
and works of art. 

Learn more about this 
significant campaign at 
Pozières: Australians on 

the Somme, 1916, on until 
7 August 2016. Admission 
is free.
MORE shrine.org.au

Iconic Launceston 

museum and gallery 

celebrates 125 years 

It’s 125 years since the 
opening of Launceston 
institution, the Queen 
Victoria Museum and 
Art Gallery. To celebrate, 
QVMAG is hosting The 

World Inside: 125 years 

of the Queen Victoria 

Museum and Art Gallery. 
On display until 23 

October, this exhibition 
showcases the Museum’s 
early historic, scientific 
and artistic collections. 
See it if you can.
MORE qvmag.tas.gov.au

200 years of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens

In 1816, Governor Macquarie 
founded the Botanic Gardens  
in the Domain in Sydney, one 
of the earliest such gardens  
in the southern hemisphere. 

Today the oldest scientific 
institution in Australia, the 
Royal Botanic Gardens 
is celebrating its 200th 
anniversary year with an 
action-packed schedule of  
events, festivals, exhibitions 
and heritage walks. 
MORE rbgsyd.nsw.gov.

au/200th-Birthday

A day on the Western Front

Join the Australian branch of 
the Western Front Association 
for a seminar on the First World 
War. Speakers will discuss AIF 
battalion commanders on the 
Western Front, the Gallipoli 
campaign, and “Kitchener’s 
100”: Australian surgeons who 
served as medical officers in 
the British forces. Held on  
18 June in Sydney, the cost  
is $20 and includes lunch.
MORE wfaaustraliabranch@

gmail.com

National Family History Month 

is just around the corner

Counting down until National 
Family History Month this 
August? So are we! To be part 
of this great celebration of  
all things family history, check 
the online calendar for events 
happening near you. 
MORE familyhistorymonth.org.au

Image Garden Palace, 

Sydney, drawn by  

JT Richardson. Courtesy 

State Library of NSW. 

Above Man wearing headdress 

on Darnley Island (Erub), 

photographed by Frank Hurley.

Below The village on Badu 

Island, Queensland, c.1928, 

photographed by Charles 

Maurice Yonge. Courtesy NLA.
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Whaling ship discovered in WA

Archaeologists have confirmed 

that a shipwreck discovered 

in February at Koombana Bay 

in Bunbury, Western Australia, 

is the historically significant 

Samuel Wright. 

Wrecked in a storm on 8 

July 1840, the Samuel Wright 

was among the earliest 

American whaling ships to 

visit the state’s south coast 

from at least 1837. These ships 

were vital for early Western 

Australian settlements, says 

Ross Anderson, Assistant 

Curator in the Department of 

Maritime Archaeology at the 

Western Australian Museum  

— Shipwreck Galleries. 

“Visits by American 

whaling ships including the 

Samuel Wright were crucial 

to maintaining the viability 

of small Western Australian 

coastal settlements such as 

Bunbury, Flinders Bay (Augusta) 

and King George Sound with 

their associated trade in 

imported goods in exchange 

for fresh provisions such as 

vegetables and kangaroo meat,” 

Anderson said. 

The shipwreck was identified 

as the Samuel Wright due to “a 

combination of historical and 

archaeological evidence based 

on the site location, ship’s 

dimensions and predominantly 

timber construction,” Anderson 

said, with “timber sample 

identifications showing a  

North American provenance.”

The excavation yielded 

hundreds of artefacts including 

wooden casks, leather shoes 

and remnants of foodstuffs. 

The ship structure itself was 

also well preserved, providing 

insights into Western Australia’s 

early whale oil trade.  

MORE museum.wa.gov.au
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I’m thinking 

of submitting 

a DNA test 

to find out 

more about 

my paternal grandmother’s line. 

Who should I also ask to take 

this test? Should I ask male or 

female cousins or does that 

not matter? What sort of things 

would the results tell me? And 

what sort of DNA test should 

I ask for? I know there are 

different types. Thank you!

— Melinda Smith, NSW

Join us on Facebook for more expert tips, or ask our community for help with your research.  

Visit facebook.com/insidehistorymagazine

expertsAsk our

Q

Our resident experts 

are here to answer 

your queries. This 

issue, Kerry Farmer 

helps decode 

DNA tests. 

expert Q&A
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Because the line from you to 
your paternal grandmother 
involves both sexes, the most 
relevant DNA test for you is 
probably an autosomal test. The 
three main testing companies 
all ofer autosomal tests: Family 
Tree DNA (familytreedna.com) 
call theirs the ‘Family Finder’ 
test; 23andMe (23andme.com) 
call theirs ‘Relative Finder’ and 
AncestryDNA (dna.ancestry.
com) ofers an autosomal test.  
It doesn’t matter whether  
a male or female takes this test.

The Family Tree DNA 
and 23andMe websites both 
provide chromosome browsing 
tools, which can be helpful 
for investigating connections. 
AncestryDNA refers matches 
back to subscribers’ family trees. 
Whichever company you choose, 
once you receive your results, 
contact your close matches to 
try to identify shared ancestors. 
You should also consider 
uploading your raw data to the 
(mostly free) site GEDmatch 
(gedmatch.com) so you can  
also compare with those who 
tested with other companies.

If you can also test a relative 
who is only related to you via 
your paternal grandmother, then 
anybody who matches both you 
and this relative must be related 
on your paternal grandmother’s 
line. For example, I tested the 
autosomal DNA of first cousins 
(or their children) of my father, 
who were related to my paternal 
grandmother. Any DNA I shared 
with them must have come to 
me via my grandmother and 
so anybody who matched both 

You might 

not have 

inherited DNA from 

a particular ancestor. 

To get a better  

‘reach’, it is generally 

best to test the 

earliest possible 

generation.”

A.
of us must also be related to 
my grandmother. A child only 
receives half of each parent’s 
autosomal DNA, so testing more 
relatives also identifies more of 
the DNA from an ancestor.
Autosomal tests usually indicate 
relatives who also match on  
the X-chromosome (X-DNA).  
A male only inherits X-DNA from 
his mother (half of which came 
from each of her parents).  
A female also inherits X-DNA 
from her father, and that X-DNA 
came directly from his mother.

Autosomal tests also 
provide ethnicity estimates 
about ancestral origins, but (for 
various reasons) these are not 
necessarily completely accurate.

While autosomal tests can be 
taken by both sexes, they only 
reliably find shared ancestors 
back about five generations. 
Beyond that, the randomness 
of DNA means that you might 
not have inherited DNA from a 
particular ancestor. Thus to get 
a better ‘reach’ it is generally 
best to test the earliest possible 
generation. So if your father is 
deceased but has a living sibling, 
then it would be better to test 
him or her than yourself.

GEDmatch also ofers some 
Tier 1 utilities (it costs $US10 to 
become a Tier 1 member). One 
of these is the Lazarus utility. 
This program builds a DNA 
profile of a deceased person, 
by examining the DNA of their 
relatives. To do this, you need  
to have tested at least one direct 
descendant (such as a child or 
grandchild) of your paternal 
grandmother and at least one 
non-direct descendant relative 
(such as her niece or nephew  
or their children). 

The more people tested, 
the more DNA of the deceased 
person can be identified. 
You can then compare this 
constructed DNA profile of your 
grandmother with others in the 

GEDmatch database, looking for 
those who match her DNA. 

A brother of your paternal 
grandmother (or an all-male 
line descendant of her brother) 
could also take a Y-chromosome 
test, to learn about the all-
male line ancestors of your 
grandmother’s father. The Y-37 
test of Family Tree DNA would 
be the test for this. Only males 
have Y-chromosomes; however, 
it is inherited largely intact and 
so can identify matches in  
earlier generations than an 
autosomal test.

Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) 
is a diferent kind of DNA that’s 
passed largely intact from a 
mother to all her children, but 
only her daughters pass it on. 
Your father would have inherited 
this mtDNA from his mother, 
but would not have passed it 
to you. If your father or your 
grandmother had sisters who  
had daughters, those would 
share the mtDNA of your paternal 
grandmother (as well as her  
all-female line ancestors). mtDNA 
is also not limited by the number 
of generations back to the shared 
ancestor. For mtDNA I would 
suggest the mtFull Sequence  
test of Family Tree DNA.  

* 
Kerry Farmer has 

degrees in both science 

and arts and is the author 

of DNA for Genealogists 

(Unlock the Past, $14).
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1
 It’s interactive: Digital versions are  

full of clickable links to websites, emails 

and resources

2
 It’s portable: Bring your digital Inside 

History library along to the archives, 

society meeting or wherever else your 

research takes you

3
 It’s searchable: Ideal for when  

you need to find that article in a hurry

4
 It’s adjustable: There’s a choice  

of viewing mode to zoom in on text 

and make reading as easy as possible

5
 It’s subscribable: Subscribe  

for six or 12 months and save  

36% on the printed version

6
 It’s instant: You receive each  

issue as soon as it’s released  

— no waiting for the postie!

Finding it a bit difficult to take all your issues of Inside History 
with you every time you visit the library or archives? 

Enjoy Inside History magazine 
whenever and wherever  
through our digital versions  
for your iPad, Android and 
desktop device!

Simply visit http://au.zinio.com  
and search for Inside History

6 historically great reasons to  
go digital with Inside History



HISTORY
Though hardly hallowed by the passing of time, these apps  

and websites harness the latest technology to help you link  

with the past in informative and interesting ways. Sarah Trevor 

roadtests four of the latest to see how they fare.

mobile genie

online

Eveleigh Stories  

Free; desktop 

compatible

KinMapper 
Free; desktop 

compatible

TapGenes
Free; desktop 

compatible

Nottingham  
Cave Trail 
Free; iOS and Android 

compatible

Sydney�s Eveleigh 

Railway Yards are 

regarded as some of the 

finest historic railway 

engineering workshops 

in the world. This 

website shares the 

heritage and stories of 

this historic precinct. 

Tracing the site�s 

past from pre-European 

history through to 

World War Two and 

beyond, Eveleigh 

Stories explores the 

site�s former uses: as 

wetlands and home 

of the Gadigal people, 

to the colonial-era 

paddocks of Major 

Cleveland � and, of 

course, the railway 

yards themselves. 

Eveleigh Stories is 

an engaging website 

that really brings the 

precinct to life. Visit 

eveleighstories. 

com.au for details.

KinMapper is a nifty 

app that maps the 

locations where your 

ancestors lived over 

the generations. 

After logging in 

to your FamilySearch 

account, the app updates 

its world map with pins 

indicating every place 

mentioned on your 

ancestors� records � 

births, marriages, deaths 

and indeed any mention 

of a location. 

The result helps you 

visualise where your 

ancestors lived, and to 

see lists of ancestors 

linked to a particular 

location. However, you 

need to be registered 

with FamilySearch to 

use KinMapper. The 

more information about 

your ancestors you have 

on FamilySearch, the 

more valuable this app 

will be for you.

A winner at this year�s 

RootsTech Innovator 

Showdown, TapGenes 

is an ambitious app 

that brings together 

genealogy and health. 

It aims to help you 

build a more accurate, 

thorough picture 

of your family�s 

medical history, by 

sharing your health 

information (such as 

allergies, medications, 

test results and even 

doctor�s notes) with 

your family members.  

It calculates your 

individual health risks, 

using simple quizzes 

to collect your health 

information. TapGenes 

is an innovative app 

and, so long as your 

family members are 

comfortable sharing 

their medical history,  

a nifty tool as well.

Peel back the 

layers of history in 

Nottingham, UK, 

with this fascinating 

guide detailing a five-

kilometre-long walk 

around Nottingham�s 

man-made caves. 

The caves are rich 

and varied: from  

a medieval malting 

factory to a dungeon 

with reputed links to 

Robin Hood, and the 

famous Mortimer�s 

Hole through which 

Edward III�s soldiers 

captured Roger de 

Mortimer, to name  

a few highlights. 

Using cutting-edge 

archaeological scanning 

technology, Nottingham 

Cave Trail boasts 

images, panoramas, 

floor plans and videos  

of the caves. The app 

will expand as new 

caves are explored. 
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WHAT’S NEW

ONLINE
ANCESTRY

• Australia Commonwealth 

Public Service Lists, 

1904; 1920 

• Australia Electoral Rolls, 

1903–80 (updates) 

• Ireland Catholic Parish 

Registers, 1655–1915 

• Queensland and Victoria, 

Australian Directories,  

1859–1947 

• Queensland Death Inquest 

Index, 1859–97 

• Queensland Hospital 

Indexes, 1872–1908 

• Queensland Naturalisation 

Index, 1851–1904 

• Queensland Police Gazette 

Index, 1881–1945 

• Queensland Will Index, 

1857–1940 

• South Australia Police 

Gazettes, 1927–47 

• Sydney Cemetery Headstone 

Transcriptions, 1867–2002 

• Tasmania Police Gazettes, 

1884–1933 

• Tasmania Railway 

Employment Records, 

1903–77 

Marylebone Census,  

1821; 1831 

• Middlesex Monumental 

Inscriptions, 1485–2014 

• New South Wales Butts of 

Convicts’ Certificates of 

Freedom, 1827–67 

• New Zealand Birth, Marriage 

and Death Indexes 

• New Zealand Teachers’ 

Examinations, 1906–07 

• New Zealand Women’s 

Suffrage Petition, 1893 

• Queensland Funeral  

Records, 1820–1999 

• Queensland Reformatory 

School for Boys Admission 

Registers, 1871–1906 

• Queensland, Toowoomba 

Girls Reformatory 

Admissions and Discharges, 

1881–1903 

• Scotland Registers 

and Records 

• Various British and  

Irish newspapers 

• Western Australia Birth, 

Marriage and Death  

Indexes, from 1841 

Visit findmypast.com.au

• Tasmania Teacher 

Employment History Cards, 

1886–1945 

• Victoria Police Gazettes, 

1914–24 

• Western Australia Convict 

Records, 1846–1930 

• Yorkshire Probate Records, 

1521–1858 

• Yorkshire Quarter Session 

Records, 1637–1914 

Visit ancestry.com.au

FINDMYPAST

• British Royal Navy Seamen, 

1899–1924 

• Devon, Plymouth and 

West Devon Parish Chest 

Records, 1556–1950 

• Irish Catholic Parish 

Registers, 1671–1900 

(updates) 

• Irish Revenue Police, 

1830–57 

• Ireland Statistical Surveys 

• Lancashire Manchester 

Cremation Records,  

1818–2001 

• London Westminster 

Billions of family history records at your fingertips. Millions more 

added every month. Sarah Trevor discovers the latest genealogical 

and historical collections available online to keep you up to speed.
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BRITISH NEWSPAPER 
ARCHIVE

• Barnoldswick and Earby 

Times, 1940; 1954–55 

• Birmingham Daily Gazette, 

1940–45 

• Derbyshire Courier, 1872–83 

• Glasgow Sentinel, 1855–57; 

1859–65 

• Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette, 

1863–65; 1867–72 

• Newry Reporter, 1867–71 

• Newry Telegraph, 1829–51; 

1868–71 

Visit britishnewspaper 
archive.co.uk/home/
LatestAdditions for more

DECEASED ONLINE

• East Staffordshire Borough 

Council cemetery records, 

1975–2014 

Visit deceasedonline.com

DURHAM RECORDS 
ONLINE

• Barnard Castle Wesleyan 

Methodist Circuit baptisms, 

1854–94 

• Durham, St Margaret’s 

Church baptisms, marriages 

and burials, 1558–1700 

• Sunderland Cemetery 

burials, 1935–47 

Visit durhamrecords 
online.com

THE GENEALOGIST

• World War II Prisoner of  

War Records 

Visit thegenealogist.co.uk

IRISH FAMILY 
HISTORY SOCIETY (IFHS)

• IFHS annual journals,  

1885–2004 (updates)

Visit ifhs.ie

IRISH GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCH SOCIETY

• Wilson’s Dublin Directory 

Index, 1803 

Visit irishancestors.ie

MYHERITAGE

• Irish census, 1901; 1911 

• Rotterdam City Archives 

birth, marriage and death 

indexes, 1811–1960 

Visit myheritage.com

THE ORIGINAL RECORD

• Cheshire Pleas, 1292–93 

• List of subscribers to The 

Accomptant’s Oracle, 1771 

• London Drapers’ Accounts, 

1425–26 

• Muster of the Lurgan 

Yeomanry, 1831 

• Prisoners in Essex County 

Gaol for Contempt, 1839–49 

• Universal Pocket 

Companion, 1767 

Visit theoriginalrecord.com

ROOTSIRELAND

• Civil Marriage Records, 

County Sligo, 1864–1920 

• Various birth, marriage and 

death records from counties 

Antrim and Down 

• Various parish records from 

County Monaghan 

Visit rootsireland.ie

SCOTLANDSPEOPLE

• 1930 Valuation Rolls 

Visit scotlandspeople.gov.uk

SCOTLANDSPLACES

• Alexander Curle Diaries, 

1908–53 

Visit scotlandsplaces.gov.uk

ULSTER HISTORICAL 
FOUNDATION

• Various baptisms, marriages 

and burials 

Visit ancestryireland.com

AIATSIS 

• Aboriginal Torres Strait 

Islander Biographical Index 

(ABI) on Trove (updates) 

• Updates to photographic 

and audio collections 

on Trove 

Visit aiatsis.gov.au

AUSTRALASIAN LEGAL 
INFORMATION 
INSTITUTE

• Indigenous Law Resources 

(primary legal resources 

relating to Indigenous legal 

issues), 1768–2015 

• Knox’s New South Wales 

Supreme Court Reports, 

1873–77 

• New Zealand Magistrates’ 

Court Reports, 1898–1952 

• New Zealand Native 

Appellate Court, 1894–1947 

• New Zealand Native Land 

Court, 1869–1945 

• Northern Territory 

Judgments, 1918–76 

FREE RESOURCES
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• Pelham’s South Australian 

Reports, 1865–66 

Visit austlii.edu.au

BRITISH LIBRARY

• Discovering Literature: 

Shakespeare collection 

Visit bl.uk

CALDERDALE FAMILY 
HISTORY SOCIETY

• Index to Halifax Guardian 

birth, marriage and death 

notices from Yorkshire 

Visit calderdale.gov.uk

DÚCHAS

• Irish Schools’ collection of 

folklore compiled by Irish 

schoolchildren, 1930s 

Visit duchas.ie

FAMILYSEARCH

• BillionGraves Index (updates) 

• England, Cornwall and 

Devon Parish Registers, 

1538–2010 

• England, Devon Bishop’s 

Transcripts, 1558–1887 

• England, Durham Diocese, 

Marriage Bonds and 

Allegations, 1692–1900 

• England, Lancashire, 

Oldham Cemetery Registers, 

1797–2004 

• Find A Grave Index 

• Ireland Census, 1821; 1831; 

1841; 1851 

• New Zealand, Auckland, 

Waikumete Cemetery 

Records, 1886–1943 

Visit familysearch.org

QUEENSLAND STATE 
ARCHIVES

• Index to fees paid, 

Court of Petty Sessions, 

Marburg, 1889 

• Index to rents payable  

on pastoral runs,  

1860–1911 

Visit archives.qld.gov.au

IRELAND GENEALOGY 
PROJECTS ARCHIVES

• Various headstone records 

in counties Cavan, Donegal, 

Dublin, Mayo, Monaghan, 

Roscommon and Sligo 

Visit igp-web.com

IRISH NEWSPAPER 
ARCHIVES

• 1916 Easter Rising Archive 

(free for limited time only) 

Visit 1916.irishnews 
archive.com

LIMERICK LOCAL 
STUDIES RESEARCH 
CENTRE

• Obituaries in The Limerick 

Chronicle, 1781–1941 

(ongoing)  

Visit limerickcity.ie/Library/
LocalStudies

NATIONAL LIBRARY 
OF AUSTRALIA

• 20th–century Torres Strait 

photographs on Flickr 

Visit nla.gov.au

NATIONAL LIBRARY 
OF SCOTLAND

• Land Utilisation Survey, 

Scotland, 1931–35

Visit maps.nls.uk

PUBLIC RECORD 
OFFICE VICTORIA

• Letters to La Trobe,  

1839–51 

Visit prov.vic.gov.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
MARITIME MUSEUM

• Passengers in History 

collection of records,  

1836–1961 

Visit maritime.history.
sa.gov.au

STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

• Images from Women’s 

Warehouse Screen Printers 

collective, 1979–81 

• Shakespeare’s First Folio 

• Various images of Sydney 

streets and landmarks 

on Flickr 

Visit sl.nsw.gov.au

STATE LIBRARY QLD

• Appreciation Certificates 

for building an Anzac 

cottage, 1917 

• Henry Hacker photographic 

collection, 1919–20 

• James Toohey collection, 

1916–55 

• Queensland Recruiting 

Committee records 

• World War I collection of 

Charles Edward, 1917–18 

• World War I papers of 

James Nicholas Murray 

• World War I papers of 

Private Alfred Powell 

Visit slq.qld.gov.au

26   |    www.insidehistory.com.au   



STATE LIBRARY WA

• Original Plans — Townsites 

from throughout WA,  

1835–1920 

• Various real estate plans on 

Flickr (ongoing) 

Visit slwa.wa.gov.au

STATE RECORDS NSW

• Gaol Photograph Index 

(updates) 

• Various Red Cross leaflets 

from World War I 

Visit records.nsw.gov.au

STATE RECORDS SA

• Chief Secretary’s Office 

letters sent and received, 

special list index, 1837–56 

• Official list of passengers 

arriving in South Australia 

from overseas index,  

1888–1908 

• Police Reports to the 

Coroner special list index, 

1911–65 

• Special list index to 

South Australian Police 

Commissioner’s Office 

correspondence files,  

1844–1955 

• Women’s Suffrage 

Petition, 1894 

• World War I soldier, sailor 

and nurse photographs on 

Flickr (updates) 

Visit archives.sa.gov.au

TOWER HAMLETS 
(LONDON) LOCAL 
HISTORY LIBRARY

• Applications for gifts to 

Seaman’s Widows, 1860 

• Bethnal Green 

Congregational Church 

Baptism Register, 1860–1945 

• Bow Parish Apprentice 

Register index, 1803 

• Bow Poor Rate Book, 1820 

• Bromley St Leonard Poor 

Rate Book, 1821 

• Poplar Military Service 

Tribunal Register, 1916–18 

• Princelet (formerly 

Princes) Street Synagogue, 

Spitalfields, Marriage 

Register, 1897–1907 

• Spitalfields Rate Book  

index, 1700 

• St Anne Limehouse Rate 

Book, 1767 

Visit ideastore.co.uk/ 
local-history

TROVE

• Dutch Australian Weekly, 

NSW, 1951–93 

• Filmnews, NSW, 1975–95 

• Lithgow Mercury, NSW, 

1898–1954 

• The Beaudesert Times, QLD, 

1908–54 

• Johnstone River Advocate, 

QLD, 1906–08

• The Northern Sportsman, 

(Innisfail) QLD, 1928 

• Toowoomba Chronicle and 

Darling Downs General 

Advertiser, QLD, 1875–1902 

• Sport, SA, 1911–48 

Do you have Irish ancestry? The IGP Headstone Project run by 

the Ireland Genealogy Projects Archives is an initiative where 

volunteers transcribe inscriptions and upload photographs of 

headstones in counties right across Ireland. This searchable 

database now exceeds 88,000 headstones in total. Visit   

igp-web.com/IGPArchives/headstones.htm

Handy hint 

• Yorke’s Peninsula Advertiser 

and Miners’ News, SA,  

1872–74 

• Yorke’s Peninsula Advertiser 

and Miners’ and Farmers’ 

Journal, SA, 1875–78

• Deloraine — Westbury 

Advocate, TAS, 1893–94 

• Telegraph, TAS, 1881–83 

• Hamersley News, (Perth) 

WA, 1969–80 

• New South Wales 

Government Gazettes,  

1870–2000 

Visit trove.nla.gov.au for 
more titles

UCD DIGITAL LIBRARY 

• Ordnance Survey Ireland 

19th–century historical 

maps collection, 1837–96 

• The Shan Van Vocht 

magazine, Ireland, 1896–99 

Visit digital.ucd.ie

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

• Western Ancestor journal, 

1988–90 

Visit membership.wags. 
org.au

WORLD JEWISH RELIEF

• Central British Fund archives 

relating to 35,000 people 

rescued from Europe in 

1930s and 1940s 

Visit worldjewishrelief.org
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It was a mystery that eluded the best scientific minds for 

centuries — how to find longitude so ships could accurately  

plot their course across the seas. David Payne, a curator at the 

Australian National Maritime Museum, looks at the museum’s 

new exhibition Ships, Clocks & Stars, and traces the twists,  

turns and skullduggery that makes the discovery so fascinating. 

your history

L
ONGITUDE IS your location 

in an east to west direction 

around the world and it can be 

determined at any point on Earth just by 

using time. By calculating the difference 

between the time at your location and 

the time at another known location, you 

can locate your longitude. 

It�s such an elegant solution: two 

timepieces, the difference between the 

two times and you know where you are. 

But remember longitude is not a point, 

it�s only a line running north to south, 

and you are somewhere on that line. 

The history of this simple idea being 

accepted is full of practical clock-making 

difficulties that had to be overcome so 

that clocks could be reliable at sea. Then 

there was the competition that came 

from complicated celestial calculations 

and some completely mad ideas that 

were promoted by other interests.  

Much of this comes to life in the 

exhibition Ships, Clocks & Stars, on show 

at the Australian National Maritime 

Museum (ANMM). So named because at 

the end of the Renaissance, ships were 

square rigged, not very manoeuvrable 

and hard work to sail, and when they 

sailed out into the open ocean, they were 

unable to locate their east/west position 

with any degree of certainty, facing the  

ever-present danger of shipwreck. Clocks 

worked on land, but it took a genius with 

perseverance to create the timepiece 

needed for reliable use at sea. Stars � the 

ones that could be seen � all had names, 

but there were problems in observing the 

positions of stars, the planets and the 

sun accurately. Then, calculating their 

locations relative to Earth to help find 

your own location was a tedious task. 

Locating your longitude can be 

considered a relatively modern problem 

in the story of human travels, and 

universal agreement on how to plot it 

on a chart was only established in the 

1840s. For generations, sailors from 

many seafaring locations had kept 

largely to the coast, and if they were out 

of sight of land it was only for a short 

period. From the 15th century onwards, 

locating a ship�s longitude at sea became 

a significant issue for the largely 

European sailors making passages on 

trade routes to and from domains still 

relatively new to them. They had begun 

to traverse the major oceans using 
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Background “A View of Point Venus and Matavai 

Bay, Looking East.” August 1773. By William 

Hodges. Courtesy National Maritime Museum, 

London, Ministry of Defence Art Collection. 

routes that ventured well out of sight 

of familiar landmarks. They had charts, 

but locating accurately where they were 

on the chart when there was no land in 

sight to relate to presented a problem.

There were reliable ways of 

determining latitude, the location north 

or south of the equator. But how far the 

ship had travelled east or west along  

a line of latitude was a matter of �dead 

reckoning�, an estimation made from 

poor and often unreliable sources of 

information. The concern was heightened 

by the obvious danger of grounding on 

known but distant continental or island 

shores, and other hazards that were on 

(or not on) the chart, and might be just 

beyond the horizon.

Let�s not forget some of the other 

passage-makers in open waters, notably 

the Polynesians, whose concept of 

navigation was not in terms of a grid of 

longitude and latitude. They understood 

their location from the stars in the sky, 

which to them was a chart on display 

every night. By putting themselves 

directly under a star and heading 

with the wind along that star�s line, 

they could keep to a known course. 

They also used estimations of speed 

to figure out how far they might have 

travelled, but in addition they had 

accumulated generations of knowledge 

from observation of the wind, waves 

and environment to pick up signs of 

land well in advance of it appearing. 

They were less concerned about always 

knowing an exact point in the ocean and 

were able to recognise signs of land even 

though it was not visible. The knowledge 

was passed on, and with confidence 

they sailed their own highways between 

islands, navigating from the deck with 

their chart surrounding them, and the 

key to unlocking it in their head. 

The sailors of the early modern 

period did not possess these 

observations and abilities to the same 

degree or with the same confidence, 

especially in unfamiliar territory. 

The Renaissance brought humans 

many steps forward in technology and 

sailors were becoming more reliant on 

scientific instruments linked to tables of 

calculations, along with charts divided 

by grid lines and points marked by 

intersections. Their approach to the 
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Right Galileo 

Galilei (1564–

1642) c.1602–07. 

Attributed to 

Francesco 

Apollodoro. 

Courtesy National 

Maritime Museum, 

London. The  

matter of finding 

longitude had 

vexed the greatest 

minds of early 

modern history.

Far right Captain 

James Cook 

(1728–79. By 

William Hodges. 

Courtesy National 

Maritime Museum, 

London. During his 

last two voyages, 

Cook agreed to test 

a copy of Harrison’s 

‘H4’ timepiece. 

longitude problem was to seek a solution 

that was increasingly worked out below 

decks with pen and paper.

A number of proposals were put 

forward to locate longitude, and the 

clearly mad ones � such as using 

lightships anchored at close intervals 

across oceans � were easily dismissed. It 

was possible in theory and in practice on 

land to estimate longitude using tedious 

and complicated calculations from 

celestial observations of Jupiter�s moons, 

but this was not practical at sea. Other 

celestial-based solutions were considered, 

but these could all yield potentially 

unreliable results even assuming no 

mathematical mistakes were made. A 

favourite method in many quarters was 

lunar distance, relying on observations 

of Earth�s moon. It took decades of work 

to understand the moon�s pattern of 

movement to a point that the predictions 

could be considered even reasonably 

reliable. As well, until the octant and 

sextant were refined further, it was 

impractical to accurately measure the 

angles needed for the calculation. 

In parallel with this determination to 

use the stars or the moon, the solution 

through the use of clocks was well enough 

known. It had been brought up in the 

early 1500s, and periodically resurfaced. 

The easier part was telling the time where 

you were even without a timepiece. This 

could be done reasonably accurately 

with existing technology � observing the 

sun and noting when it was briefly at its 

highest point in the sky enabled you to 

calculate midday at your location. The 

problem was the second element needed 

� carrying the time of day from another 

location with you. What was needed was 

a timepiece that remained accurate to 

the second for a very long period � many 

months was desirable, but a couple of 

years was the ultimate goal.

The solution came in a series of 

timepieces designed and built by 

John Harrison. The Yorkshire-born 

clockmaker had to overcome a wide 

range of practical problems due to 

materials, the mechanical actions of the 

machinery, the marine environment, and 

the outside influence of the ship�s rapid 

and seemingly random movements � all 

aimed at a timepiece that maintained  

a regular, even beat for each second. 

Meanwhile, as he perfected his clock-

making approach, both the tables and 

instruments needed for lunar distance 

were coming together in a usable 

manner as well, and the competition 

between the two was exacerbated by 

the 1714 Longitude Act that had offered 

a substantial reward for an acceptable 

solution. Along with the fortune waiting 

to be claimed were the inevitable 

politics, personalities and pride as 

people fought to be that winner. All 

these elements served to make the route 

to the final solution contorted, poisoned 

and frustrating for all involved.

In the face of this Harrison persisted 

and perfected over five decades. The 

first three of his timepieces were bulky, 

and while they worked in theory, 

fundamental flaws prevented them 

from working consistently on a ship. 

And they looked awkward relative to his 

timepiece from 1759, known as H4 � 
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Below Marine 

timekeeper H4, 

1759. Made by John 

Harrison. Courtesy 

National Maritime 

Museum, London, 

Ministry of Defence 

Art Collection. The 

groundbreaking 

timepiece was able 

to keep accurate 

GMT while on 

board a ship at sea, 

and led directly to 

the chronometer. 

the breakthrough instrument that was 

really a big watch. This original, plus 

three replicas of his earlier instruments, 

are among the highlights of the ANMM 

exhibition. H4�s size and accuracy and 

the subsequent nautical timepieces that 

followed � known as chronometers � 

finally made time differences a practical 

method for calculating a meridian of 

longitude. The ships had their clocks, and 

the clocks were set to one star � the sun. 

The lines for longitude are called 

meridians and these are relatively easy 

to visualise and understand. They are 

virtual circles around the Earth passing 

through the North and South Poles that 

allow us to divide the parallel lines, or 

circles of latitude, into equal divisions. 

They look like the lines dividing a peeled 

orange into segments. Each meridian of 

longitude is the same diameter, whereas 

circles of latitude decrease in diameter 

away from the equator. 

By convention, the position of any 

point on Earth is located by its meridian 

of longitude and its parallel of latitude. 

Each meridian is perpendicular to 

all circles of latitude. As noted, each 

meridian is also the same length and 

equals the circumference of the Earth, as 

each meridian is a great circle dividing 

the Earth into two equal hemispheres.

The term �meridian� comes from 

the Latin word for midday, meridies, 

highlighting again the connection 

between the sun and how it can give an 

exact time at one point each day. When 

the sun crosses directly above each 

meridian midway between the times 

of sunrise and sunset, it is midday for 

that meridian. Midday became a datum 

as it appeared to remain constant, 

whereas the length of the day between 

sunrise and sunset quite obviously varies 

throughout the year, so those times are 

also variable. Midday can be determined 

each day and timepieces can be checked 

against the time of midday and reset,  

or a correction can be made.

A datum meridian is needed as 

an origin to work from, and to be 

universally manageable that datum 

needs universal acceptance. 

In 1851, George Airy began 

observing at Greenwich with a new 

transit circle, an accurate telescope 

aligned north-south. From then on, this 

instrument defined the prime meridian 

at Greenwich, replacing a previous one 

used (with other instruments) by his 

predecessors. The meridian defined by 

Airy�s transit instrument also became 

the prime meridian for the UK (and 

the basis of national time). It is used to 

locate the time at which a star crosses 

the meridian, as it travels from east to 

west across the sky, and the angle of 

the star above the horizon. From these 

measurements the transit of the sun 

(which is a star), and of other clock 

stars, across the meridian can be  

used to set the clocks at an observatory. 

In 1884 delegates from 25 nations met 

in Washington DC for the International 

Meridian Conference, and there the 

Greenwich Meridian was recommended 

as the official prime meridian. 

For decades the prime meridian was 

then understood to pass through the Airy 

Transit and its line was indicated with 

a brass (later stainless steel) strip in 

the courtyard of the Royal Observatory. 

From late 1999, it has been marked by 

a green laser shining north across the 

Thames and London at night. 
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Left ‘Little 

midshipman’ trade 

sign of an optical 

instrument maker 

and/or seller, late 

18th or early 19th-

century. Courtesy 

National Maritime 

Museum, London. 

By the 19th century, 

an o�cer with a 

sextant or octant 

was a common 

sign for a seller 

of navigational 

instruments. This 

and all preceding 

objects will be  

on show as part of 

Ships, Clocks  

& Stars.

However, Global Positioning System 

(GPS) receivers now show that the 

marked prime meridian at Greenwich  

is not exactly at 0 degrees, 0 minutes 

and 0 seconds but at approximately  

5.3 seconds to the west of this mark. The 

discrepancy is because the GPS meridian 

is based on the earth�s centre of gravity. 

The historic Prime Meridian is based on 

vertical measurements defined by local 

gravity at Greenwich. As a result, the 

historic Prime Meridian does not pass 

through the Earth�s centre of gravity 

(that is, the vertical at Greenwich does 

not pass through the centre of the 

Earth), hence the misalignment of the 

two meridians. The GPS meridian is 

defined so that the time measured from 

the Prime Meridian using astronomical 

methods is exactly the same as time 

measured from the new (GPS) meridian 

using satellite technology. 

A further complication for meridians 

and time is posed by the time zones 

created around the globe, 12 each east 

and west of the prime meridian. The 

time zone divisions running north and 

south are often lines that are related 

to borders between and in many cases 

within countries, but they cover about 

15 degrees of longitude each. In each 

time zone the actual time correct to that 

of the sun occurs on only one meridian.

The 360-degree division of circles 

was the obvious means of dividing 

the equator into meridians, and these 

were denoted east and west of the 

meridian from 0 to 180 degrees, rather 

than running around continually and 

numbered in 360 degrees. 

Now, the point was made earlier that 

midday became a datum as it appeared 

to remain constant. The problem is 

that it�s not exactly constant. Midday 

actually moves by 14 to 16 minutes or so 

either side of an average or mean time. 

Why? The Earth�s motion relative to the 

sun is not a piece of perfect geometry. 

Earth�s path around the sun is not truly 

circular, nor at an absolute constant 

speed, and the sun is not exactly at 

the centre of this path, and neither 

does it take exactly 24 hours to do one 

rotation, or exactly 365 days to do one 

orbit of the sun. In other words, there 

is a host of tiny upsetting things that 

together become significant, and so the 
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Above The 1848 

edition of  

A Complete 

Epitome of 

Practical Navigation 

by John William 

Norie. Courtesy 

Australian National 

Maritime Museum. 

* 
Ships, Clocks & Stars is produced 

by Royal Museums Greenwich 

and is on at the Australian 

National Maritime Museum in 

Darling Harbour, Sydney, from 5 May 

until 30 October. Visit anmm.gov.au 

for more details

fractional parts have to  

be added in every now and 

then, such as a leap year  

with an extra day. 

So, as well as having the 

meridian slightly out and 

in the wrong place, the 

actual time the sun crosses 

the meridian has its own 

variation to contend with 

too, and with some patience 

and maths the variation 

can be accounted for � so 

our elegant time solution 

actually has some rough 

edges to contend with. 

Time and the sun clock 

Going back to our elegant 

solution, it�s quite simple 

to figure out your longitude 

relatively accurately, 

which is why the method 

was so appealing � you 

need to know a time at  

a datum point, and your 

own time as a comparison.

Having agreed on London as the 

location for the prime meridian of 0 

degrees, that location also became the 

datum for time, which was initially 

Greenwich Mean Time, but is now 

the almost super-accurate UTC. 

Here is how it works: if you know 

what time it is in London and also what 

time it is where you are, you know how 

many hours (or parts thereof) you are 

away from London. Then you convert 

this time difference into degrees of 

longitude to see how many degrees 

away from London you are. It takes 

24 hours for the sun to go through the 

full 360 degrees around the world, so 

an hour of time is equal to 15 degrees 

of longitude, and the rest of maths is 

simple, even the fractions. 

In the pioneering days of the 

chronometer on board ships, working 

out the exact time where you were could 

be done, but only once a day, which was 

good enough at this point. The sun rises 

and reaches its maximum height in the 

sky at midday. If you observed the sun 

through a sextant, and noted the time 

it was at its maximum height above 

the horizon, you had midday at your 

location. You could then refer to the 

chronometer carrying your datum time 

to see what time it was at the location 

to which the timepiece was set. 

If it was midnight on the timepiece, 

you were on the opposite side of the 

world. If it was midday then you were 

at that same place, or somewhere on 

a line of longitude to the north or 

south of the location. 

In these days of GPS, with moving 

dots on our smartphone maps guiding 

us on foot and automated voices 

directing us in our cars, we take precise 

location for granted. Ships, Clocks & 

Stars explains the high technology of 

a previous age through complex and 

beautifully engineered machines, and 

reveals the intellectual sophistication 

and dogged persistence that solved 

the vexing question of longitude. 
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The lock and weir system was “going to be one of the 

greatest engineering activities in Australia, harnessing 

the River Murray. When there was no water, the 

River Murray just became a series of waterholes and 

sandbars.”  — Max Pearson

edge
In the early 20th century, an ambitious 

engineering project set out to harness 

the mighty River Murray by building 

locks and weirs. Historian and author 

Helen Stagg reveals the challenges and 

the community spirit of life on these 

lock-building settlements. 

Communities on the 

L
OCK AND weir construction resulting from The River     

Murray Agreement Act 1915 ensured reliable supplies 

of water for irrigation and navigation, with weirs 

regulating flow and locks allowing navigation at the weir sites. 

These �lockworks� involved large cohorts of men transporting 

themselves and their families to remote regional locations 

where they built small, relatively self-sufficient communities 

on the riverbank for the duration of the works before literally 

�pulling up stumps� and relocating to the next site to begin  

the entire process again. 

your family
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Below Construction 

at Lock 4, c. mid 

1928. Courtesy C 

Adams Collection. 

Opposite top 

Young people 

relaxing on the 

riverbank at Lock 7, 

c.1934. Left to right: 

Nancy Hawkes, 

Evelyn Rains, 

unknown man, 

Elsie Cawley, Linda 

Rains, Myrtle Rains, 

(with umbrella) 

George Boseley, 

(laying down), Ted 

Harris, Nell Rains, 

unknown girl, 

Berry Reed. Others 

include Fred Dalton 

and two more men, 

one possibly Fred 

Bath. Eddie Brooks 

standing on left 

and ‘Count’ Rayner 

right. Courtesy of  

Don Boseley.

Opposite below 

Ernie Glenn 

depicted in his 

fancy dress 

costume, 1927. 

Courtesy D Glen 

Collection.

My grandfather, Arthur Rains,  

a steam-engine driver, was one of these 

men, and when I was growing up,  

I often heard my mother Evelyn�s vivid 

memories of her childhood �on the 

locks�. During my Master of History  

from the University of New England 

which I completed in 2010, I began 

investigating this little-known history. 

My studies gave me the skills and 

the impetus to research and write 

a book, launched in June 2015, to 

mark the centenary of the foundation 

stone for Lock 1 at Blanchetown in 

South Australia. Harnessing the River 

Murray: stories of the people who built 

Locks 1 to 9, 1915-1935 depicts the lives 

of the workforce and of the women and 

families whose itinerant lifestyle led 

to them being referred to as �the great 

wandering class.� 

These are the ordinary people, and 

the book�s particular focus is on the 

children, the women and the labourers 

from the small town-camps at Locks 

1 to 9. (Locks 10, 11, 15, 26 and the 

Yarrawonga weir were the responsibility 

of either Victoria or New South Wales 

with the initially planned in-between 

numbered locks never being built.)

As well as detailing the tough and 

dangerous working conditions and 

the many accidents which occurred, 

the narrative ventures deeper into the 

homes of the people, investigating the 

fabric of life and how the community 

supported each other through the good 

and the bad times. Over the 20-year 

construction period of Locks 1 to 9, the 

nature of the work and the long hours 

proved no deterrent to the seemingly 

constant cycle of social and sporting 

events including regular dances and 

movie nights, gala balls, aquatic 

carnivals, horse races, football, cricket, 

tennis and soccer competitions.

With the passage of 100 years, 

windows into daily life at the lock camps 

are limited and my archival research 

failed to reveal much about domestic 

life. Oral history therefore, combined 

with letters and newspaper reports, 

provided valuable information. Many 

children of the lock workers have now 

passed on and my interviews with 

Max Pearson, Charlie Adams, Thelma 

McGair, Marjorie Francis and Murray 

Brooks were timely opportunities to 

record their precious stories. 

Another eyewitness account was May 

Treloar�s diary (and photographs), now 

in the Murray Darling Basin Authority 

Library. May paid regular visits to the 

lock camps in the 1920s and early �30s  

to visit her uncle and aunt, Bill and  

Ada Buzza. My mother�s written 

memories are added to the firsthand 

accounts and together these flesh out  

the documentary evidence. 

Life on the locks

Arthur Rains and his wife Florence 

moved to Lock 5 at Paringa in South 

Australia at the completion of Lock 1 

in about 1922 with their five children: 

Evelyn, Leslie, Sidney, Walter 

and Gladys. Renmark local historian 

Heather Everingham alerted me to some 
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letters written by the Rains children 

to the Murray Pioneer newspaper in 

1925�26. This led me to discover a total 

of 71 letters that the children penned 

for the �Young Folks Column� while 

they were living at Lock 5. The children 

wrote so prolifically that the columnist 

�Mopoke� stated in January 1926: �I must 

congratulate the Rains children on their 

steady flow of letters.� 

In addition to precious vignettes  

of daily life, the letters reveal details of 

the works themselves. For example, on 

27 March 1925, Walter wrote: 

There are 160 men working here; 

they work on shifts. They start 

about quarter to four o�clock in the 

morning and work until half past 

12. Another shift goes on then until 

twenty minutes to nine at night. If 

they have a box full of cement left, 

sometimes they have to work until 

after midnight: it is a busy site. 

There will be two coffer dams. They 

have half the lock wall finished and 

about three parts of the foundation.

Each camp consisted of a variety of 

dwellings, laid out in rough streets. 

Max Pearson recalled: �The government 

provided some housing. They were very, 

very rough, just wood and iron, but 

at least they didn�t leak, or not much 

anyhow � they were very primitive 

in many ways.� Evelyn Smith (née 

Rains) described how the men built on 

extensions for their family: �Dad had 

to always build another room or two, 

usually from flour bags which had to be 

cut open, and then stitched together.� 

The corrugated iron houses formed 

an area referred to as �Tin Town� while 

�Bag Town� � a shanty-town on the 

riverbank � was where others built their 

homes from whatever materials were at 

hand. Marjorie Francis described her 

house as �built of bags sewn together. My 

Above Author Helen 

Stagg pictured with 

Dr Rhondda Dickson 

of the Murray-

Darling Basin 

Authority at the 

book’s Blanchetown 

launch. Courtesy  

M Gaulke. 

Opposite top The 

Rains children, 

pictured c.1921 at 

Lock 1, were prolific 

letter-writers at 

lock 5. From left to 

right: Walter, Evelyn, 

Sidney, Les and 

Gladys. Courtesy 

Helen Stagg‘s 

private collection. 

Opposite below

The gravestone 

of William (Billy) 

Magnay in Loxton. 
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father cut young saplings down for the 

wood and put up the frame and covered 

it with flour bags sewn together, and 

then he sealed it � painted it to make it 

waterproof. My mother used to damp the 

floor to stop the dust and the floor would 

be covered with a tarpaulin. It was just 

one big room divided by curtains.�

The enterprising communities, in  

most cases far removed from established 

towns, depended largely on produce 

from their vegetable gardens. They also 

obtained supplies from visiting paddle 

steamers, the government �store� and  

a small shop at each site. Some had cows, 

goats and chooks and they supplemented 

rabbits, bush honey and mushrooms. 

Charlie Adams recalled: �Mum made  

a lot of bread and any surplus bread, she 

sold to anyone else who didn�t have bread 

because the bread only came on the mail 

about twice a week.�

Schools were set up and active 

committees ensured support for the 

teacher and the provision of extra-

curricular activities for the children. The 

South Australian Education Department 

administered the schools at Locks 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 and 6, while the Victorian Education 

Department administered schools at 

Locks 7 and 9 and the New South Wales 

Education Department administered 

the school at Lock 8 where the camp 

was on that state�s side of the river. This 

meant that many of the children had to 

transition between three differing state 
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school systems as the family moved  

from one site to the next. 

At the completion of Lock 9 in 1926, 

when the families relocated to Lock 4 

in South Australia, the school program 

shifted from the Victorian curriculum 

to the South Australian curriculum and 

the resultant changes remained in the 

children�s memories. �Every time we 

changed states they took us back a year,� 

said Charlie Adams. Marjorie Francis 

recalled another frustrating aspect: �I was 

forever having to change the way I wrote. 

The difference between the states was in 

capital letters and smaller letters.� 

At all schools, the annual fancy 

dress concert was an occasion of great 

enjoyment and considerable effort was 

put into the great variety of creative 

costumes worn by the students. The 1927 

Lock 4 fancy dress concert was attended 

by more than 70 children in costumes, 

including Murray Brooks as Dick 

Whittington and his small brother, 

Owen, as a toy soldier. Three-year-old 

Ernie Glen also stole some hearts in  

his �Indian� costume. 

In 1931 when a massive flood 

surrounded the Lock 7 camp, a 

diphtheria outbreak claimed the lives of 

several children, including six-year-old 

Ernie Glen, whose body was taken by 

the engineer in a boat to Wentworth for 

burial. Max Pearson remembered the 

rampant fear throughout the community 

as anxious parents used various home 

remedies. Thelma McGair (née Eddy) 

recalled: �I had diphtheria � I was 

sick for about three weeks. Mother was 

around all the time; she would burn 

sulphur, which was a great thing in that 

day and age. Put it in a little dustpan 

shovel and it puts out a terrible smell, 

and it�s supposed to kill the germs.  

I was about eight at the time.�

As the Great Depression developed, 

unease grew around the sites as 

employment became uncertain. 

From September 1930, due to 

the government�s curtailment of 

expenditure, the lock men were put on 

rationed time and married men received 

two-thirds of their regular hours and 

wages. Later when the 1931 flood further 

impeded the work, the men were put 

on half time. The residents in Lock 7�s 

Tin Town found it increasingly difficult 

to pay their rent and Arthur Eddy, 

the Lock 7 Australian Workers Union 

representative, lobbied the engineers for 

the temporary removal of rental charges. 

Even when rents were withdrawn 

for a short time, life remained difficult. 

With the average married man�s half-

time wage at about £2 0s 6d per week, 

Evelyn Smith recalled: �Things were so 

bad at Lock 7, Mum decided to raffle her 

sewing machine for threepence a ticket.� 

The sewing machine was a well-used tool 

in a woman�s household and Florence 

Rains� circumstances must have been 

dire for her to sell her machine. Max 
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Pearson referred to these times of 

hardship in this poignant story: 

�We were having dinner one night and 

there was a knock at the door. My mother 

went to the door. It was very cold and this 

little girl, all she had on was a thin frock, 

no shoes or socks and she said, �Oh Mrs 

Pearson, Mum said could you sell her a half 

a loaf of bread and she will pay you for it.�

�Oh,� my mother said to my father, 

�what a terrible world to let little people 

like that have to live in it so helpless.� 

�Anyhow, she gave the little girl  

a loaf of bread and a couple of buns  

or something and said, �Tell mummy,  

I don�t want anything paid for it.� 

�It�s things like that which stick  

in your mind.�

The communities suffered a number 

of tragedies including several drownings. 

Billy Magnay, a highly regarded lock 

worker and an accomplished swimmer, 

was just 36 years old when he drowned 

on 4 March 1928 while gallantly 

attempting to rescue the child of a fellow 

lock worker. His death was witnessed 

by his wife and their three children and 

he was deeply mourned by all in the 

lock camp. One hundred lock workers 

were involved in efforts to recover Mr 

Magnay�s body, with many sacrificing 

a day�s pay in the search. The workers 

then took up a collection for Mrs Magnay 

and her small family and raised £132/10 

in a very short time. Later they erected  

a headstone on Billy�s grave in Loxton  

so that the last resting place of their 

mate was adequately protected and 

marked for all time.

An enduring legacy

These lock workers married, raised 

families and bonded not only with 

each other but with the river, always 

a constant part of their lives. At the 

completion of Locks 7 and 8, many of 

them moved on to build the barrages  

at Goolwa near the Murray Mouth. 

Max Pearson recalled the shock of 

his first sight of the ocean, as a body of 

water with no bank on the other side � 

an inconceivable concept to people whose 

entire lives had been on the banks of the 

Murray. He also described his heartfelt 

affinity with the river: �People who 

worked on the River Murray will always 

have the River Murray flowing through 

the blood of their veins.� 

Similarly, the river embodies these 

people�s legacy as we see the locks 

and weirs standing strong today, 

the structures that control the flow 

of Australia�s great waterway, the 

mighty Murray. 

Above Lock 9 

Stump Avenue 

showing Tin Town, 

c.1925. Courtesy D 

Glen collection. 

* 
Harnessing the River Murray: 

Stories of the People who 

built Locks 1 to 9, 1915-1935 is 

available for order at http://

bit.ly/1ZzoP72 Visit Helen Stagg�s 

website at historybyhelen.com.au
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Claude Limonaire had 

been a mystery to his 

descendants — even his 

daughter — for decades. 

Peter Edwell discovered 

more than he bargained 

for when he decided  

to research his great 

grandfather’s life. 

O
N A cool morning in mid 

September 1920 a troubled 

young man stared at the lens 

of the official photographer�s camera in 

Goulburn Gaol. As the shutter clicked his 

gaze was momentarily averted, perhaps 

reflecting on how it had all come to 

this. �Turn left� was the next command; 

his profile satisfactorily captured, he 

was escorted back to a cramped and 

foreboding cell. The last few months had 

been tumultuous. Indeed, the last five 

years had seen turmoil and adventure 

beyond his imagination as a boy growing 

up in rural Queensland. Two weeks 

earlier Claude Limonaire had been 

convicted of the crime of bigamy in 

the Newcastle Quarter Sessions and 

sentenced to 12 months hard labour. His 

�marriage� in February 1919 in Sydney 

had been discovered by his wife in 

Bathurst and the law had finally caught 

& Law disorder

your family
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Top right Claude 

Limonaire in 

military uniform. 

He enlisted twice 

in the AIF. Courtesy 

State Records NSW, 

ID NRS13495_[13-

13059]_0174-

1921. Opposite 

and background 

Claude’s mugshot 

taken at Goulburn 

Gaol, New South 

Wales, in 1920. 

Courtesy State 

Records, ID  

NSW NRS2467 

[3_6104] p184.

up with him. Thoughts turned 

to his young daughter as he 

stared at her name tattooed 

on his right forearm. Born to 

his wife Margaret Medaris 

in May 1917, he had seen the 

little girl briefly in Bathurst 

after returning from the 

western front in August 1918. 

Would he see her again? 

What would she think of 

him? Would she even know 

of him?

When my grandmother, 

Linda Edwell née 

Limonaire, died on 26  

April 2007 I was living in 

Rome, trying to finish  

a book I had been working 

on for many years. Work 

had precluded any detailed 

previous investigation of 

family history but Nan�s 

death sparked a renewed 

interest in the mystery of 

her father�s identity. She 

had pondered the identity 

and fate of Claude her 

whole life but had only met 

dead ends when she sought 

answers. All of this changed 

in 2009 when I discovered a newly 

digitised World War One service record 

in the name of Claude Limonaire. This 

discovery would mark the beginning of 

a process by which much of the early life 

of Claude Limonaire would be revealed. 

If his daughter knew nothing of his life, 

her descendants would, and some of the 

details would be troubling.

Claude Limonaire successfully 

enlisted twice in the Australian Imperial 

Force (AIF). The first enlistment in 

March 1916 saw training in the 53rd 

Battalion at Bathurst. It was here 

that he met Margaret and married 

her on 18 July 1916. The following 

month he was discharged with knee 

problems. Within eight weeks he tried 

to enlist again, seemingly without the 

knowledge of his wife. In all, there 

were three failed attempts to enlist, 

including one in the very last days of 

the war. He was accepted again for 

enlistment at Wollongong in November 

1916 and by the end of the month 

was on the way to England, perhaps 

unaware that his wife was three 

months pregnant.

The enlistment applications were 

both revealing and misleading at once. In 

one the birthplace is listed as Geraldton, 

Western Australia and in another Paris, 

France. Would the service record add 

to the mystery rather than solving it? In 

the midst of a sea of enlistment details, 

medical reports and official forms, 

four private letters emerged which 

would finally address the unanswered 

questions of almost a century. In July 

1917 a woman named Martha Beutel 

from Coominya in Queensland had 

written to the army inquiring as to the 

welfare of Claude. �It will be a great load 

off my heart to know his whereabouts. 

Thanking you kindly for any word you 

can give.� The response indicated he 

was with his unit. A few months later 

Martha�s father, Tobias Teichmann, 

also wrote inquiring of Claude�s welfare, 

revealing in the process that Claude was 

his son and that his correct name was 

James Samuel Teichmann. Birth 
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The unveiling of Claude Limonaire’s 

life story up to his mid twenties 

is only possible now due to the 

availability of records held by  

a number of different federal  

and state agencies together  

with Ancestry and the generosity 

of his family in Queensland. 

Access to Claude’s World War 

One army service record, at the 

National Archives of Australia  

(naa.gov.au), marked the beginning 

of answering many questions. 

The Australian War Memorial’s 

digitised collection of photographs 

(awm.gov.au) provided our first 

picture of Claude in the 45th 

Battalion band. New South Wales 

State Records holds the Supreme 

Court of NSW proceedings of the 

divorce and annulment in 1920-

21 and, crucially, their holdings 

of prison records provided the 

haunting photographs of Claude 

at the beginning of his sentence 

together with details of his tattoos. 

The incomparable digitised 

resources of Trove (trove.nla.gov.

au) allowed access to newspaper 

reports regarding Claude’s bigamy 

trial in 1920 and references in 

Queensland newspapers to the 

Teichmann family before he left 

them. Records retained by Births, 

Deaths and Marriages in New 

South Wales (bdm.nsw.gov.au) 

and Queensland (qld.gov.au/law/

births-deaths-marriages-and-

divorces) was complemented by 

the wealth of information available 

in Ancestry (ancestry.com.au), 

which provided a transcription of 

Ronald Teichmann’s gravestone, 

now sadly misplaced in 

Southport General Cemetery but 

thankfully recorded by the Gold 

Coast Family History Society 

(goldcoastfhs.org.au). 

Revealing Claude Limonaire
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and marriage records revealed that 

James was one of seven children born 

to Tobias and Josephine Teichmann 

and that he was seven years younger 

than he purported to be. The Teichmann 

family was of German origin and lived 

in Fernvale near Ipswich. James had 

married Rose Trims in February 1914 

and their baby was born three weeks 

later. Ronald James Teichmann died 

in the first few days of 1915 at the age of 

10 months. His headstone in Southport 

General Cemetery ends with the familiar 

words of Jesus in Matthew 19:14, �for of 

such is the kingdom of heaven�. James 

Teichmann was a young man running 

from sadness and responsibilities in 

Queensland when he joined the army 

in New South Wales and married an 

unsuspecting older woman in Bathurst. 

His grieving wife Rose appears not to 

have heard from him again.

When Linda Limonaire was born in 

May 1917, her father was in training at 

Codford in England. It would be more 

than four months until he went to the 

front. From late September 1917 to mid 

April 1918 he served as a private in the 

45th Battalion and was attached to the 

unit�s band. The Battalion would see 

some of the toughest fighting on the 

Western Front, especially at Ypres in 

October 1917. The service record reveals, 

however, that Claude was increasingly 

unwell. He suffered shell concussion 

before being taken out of the front 

line in April 1918 with a serious heart 

complaint. He was transferred to the 

Military Heart Hospital in Colchester, 

England where tests were performed, 

including an electro-cardiogram. 

Myocarditis was the diagnosis and recent 

analysis of the ECG results, which were 

retained in the service record, indicate 

likely cardiomyopathy. The heart 

condition saw Claude return to Australia 

where he was discharged permanently 

unfit for service in September 1918.

Numerous medical documents in the 

service record reveal more of Claude�s 

personal history. Much of his time in the 

army was spent in sick bays and field 

hospitals. He had suffered rheumatic 

fever while a child in Australia, the likely 

cause of his heart problems. He claimed 

to have contracted dengue fever while in  

South America before the war. The  

trip to South America is doubtful, 

however; dengue fever was endemic  

in the Ipswich area in the early  

1900s. In Fernvale in May 1905,  

the Queensland Times reported that 

nearly all of the town�s residents  

were suffering with the disease. 

On his return to Australia, Claude 

went briefly to Bathurst where he 

claimed Margaret told him she had 

divorced him. This was his initial 

defence to the charge of bigamy brought 

in July 1920. The source of the charge 

was his marriage to Eileen Foster at 

Newtown, Sydney in February 1919. 

Eileen Foster was just 16, her father 

unknown and her mother deceased. 

Permission for her to marry was granted 

by the Guardian of Minors. The marriage 

record indicates Claude�s birthplace as 

Bethincourt, France; a further addition 

to the elaborate story about his origins. 

In May 1920 Eileen discovered that he 

was still married and had a child. She 

left and two months later Claude found 

her working in a hotel in Maitland. The 

Cessnock Eagle and Maitland Recorder 

reported on 9 July that he was found in  

a semi-conscious state in Vincent Street, 

Maitland clutching a letter to his wife, 

having attempted suicide by drinking 

poison. The bigamy charge was brought 

on his recovery. The 12-month sentence 

handed down on 31 August was to 

be served with hard labour. The first 

fortnight was spent at Maitland Gaol 

followed by transfers to Goulburn in  

mid September and Long Bay in  

early November. 

Margaret Limonaire took immediate 

steps to divorce her husband. The 

marriage to Eileen was annulled after a 

brief hearing in November 1920 and she 

was exonerated of involvement in the 

crime. A decree nisi was granted in June 

1921 and the decree absolute proclaimed 

in February 1922. Margaret was given 

sole custody of her daughter. The latest 

document in the service record is a letter 

from Margaret�s solicitors asking for 

information required for the divorce. 

The reply indicated that Claude�s correct 

name was James Samuel Teichmann. 

Perhaps concerned about public 

humiliation and motivated to protect  

her daughter, Margaret retained the 

name for the rest of her life. Her  

Above The o�cial 

photograph of the 

45th Battalion Band 

taken at Meteren 

in France, 6 March 

1918. Limonaire is 

sitting in the front 

row on the far left. 

Courtesy Australian 

War Memorial,  

ID E01791.

Inside History   |  May-Jun 2016  |  43



 

awareness of Claude�s (James�)  

marriage to Rose in Queensland with  

no subsequent divorce, and the potential 

legal ramifications for herself,  

is unknown.

The reconstruction of events 

thus far comes entirely from official 

military, prison and court records 

together with newspaper reports. What 

of family stories which might survive 

among the descendants 

of James Teichmann�s 

siblings? Shirley Pointon, 

a granddaughter of James� 

older brother Benjamin 

Teichmann and Anthony 

Felschow, a great grandson 

of Martha, are in possession 

of photographs, letters and 

family stories which shed light 

on the earlier life of James 

Teichmann and potentially 

explain some of Claude 

Limonaire�s behaviour. 

In photographs of James 

as a child and young man he 

holds a musical instrument. 

The family was, indeed, 

known for its musicality. 

James� father, Tobias, held 

musical evenings at the 

family home and Tobias�  

brother, Henry, was the secretary 

of the Kirchheim and Marburg Brass 

Band in the 1880s. Claude was clearly 

musical himself, serving in the band 

of the 45th Battalion and listing his 

profession as musician in the marriage 

to Eileen Foster. Might this help 

explain the origins of the pseudonym 

Limonaire? Limonaire Freres were 

Paris-based manufacturers of organs and 

pianos in the late 19th and early 20th 

Top Martha 

Beutel with 

husband 

Francz (Frank). 

Martha was 

James’ older 

sister whose 

letters survive 

in the World 

War One army 

service record. 

Courtesy Anthony 

Felschow. Right 

James seated 

holding accordion 

with older brother 

Benjamin standing, 

c.1900. Courtesy 

Anthony Felschow. 
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centuries and exported their products. 

Was the name attractive to a young 

musician wishing to change his identity? 

Information provided by the family in 

Queensland might, however, provide a 

more complex explanation. 

James� grandparents, father and 

uncle migrated to Queensland in 1863 

from the tiny village of Louisendorf, not 

far from the Dutch border in what was 

then Prussia. Louisendorf was reputedly 

a refuge for Huguenots fleeing France 

following Louis XIV�s abolition of French 

Protestantism in the early 18th century. 

The Huguenots maintained a proud 

French identity in Louisendorf.  

A surviving letter from Martha Beutel to 

her daughter indicates that both Tobias 

and his brother Henry were fluent in 

German and French. When Tobias 

held musical evenings at his home the 

German, French and Australian national 

anthems completed the program. In one 

family story, the Huguenot ancestors 

of the Louisendorf Teichmanns took on 

the German surname after their arrival 

in the town and their original French 

name sounded like Laminer. Do these 

stories potentially explain the origins 

of the pseudonym Claude Limonaire 

and his identity with France? The same 

prison documents which record the 

tattoo �Linda� on his right forearm 

detail a tattoo of the French flag draped 

around the words �Vive La France� on 

his left forearm.

The level of detail about Claude 

Limonaire that official records, 

newspaper reports and family accounts 

provide is matched only by the lack of 

detail on his fate. James Teichmann, 

Claude Limonaire (Robert Burnell, 

another alias he used while in prison) 

disappears completely from all records 

after his release from gaol in August 

1921. There are no death, marriage or 

other records matching these three 

names in any Australian state and the 

family in Queensland knows nothing of 

his fate. In a newspaper story about the 

celebrations of Tobias and Josephine�s 

50th wedding anniversary in August 

1932, Tobias claimed they had one son 

who had gone to the Great War and died 

while being repatriated. The service 

record contains another letter from 

Tobias written after the war inquiring 

further about Claude�s welfare. The 

army replied that he had returned to 

Australia and was discharged soon after. 

Perhaps Tobias consoled himself and 

the family with the story he told the 

Queensland Times. 

The story of James Teichmann and 

Claude Limonaire does not end neatly in 

the fashion of a Hollywood script. Did 

he die unidentified soon after his release 

from prison, a victim of increasingly 

serious heart problems? Did he live the 

rest of his life under a new pseudonym? 

Did he leave Australia permanently, 

perhaps even returning to France? The 

three women he married undoubtedly 

suffered due to his deception and his 

daughter always longed for knowledge 

of him. The rest of Claude�s story may 

never be known but wherever he died 

and for all his faults he was placed in 

a grave with two symbols of enduring 

love expressed in the tattoos on his 

forearms: �Vive La France� and his 

daughter, �Linda�. 

Below James’ 

parents, Tobias 

and Josephine 

Teichmann, 

purportedly taken 

on their wedding 

day in 1882. 

Courtesy Anthony 

Felschow.
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M
Y MOTHER told me of her 

wartime in London as a 

member of the Women�s 

Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) with 

enthusiasm. She only left the services 

because she was pregnant with me.  

It was a very special time in her life  

as my father had never allowed her  

to work outside our home. 

It came to me that I should collect 

the precious stories of the Australian 

Women�s Army Service (AWAS) and 

dedicate a book to my lovely mother, 

sadly killed in a road accident  

years before.

Women in wartime

Joan Weir, who originally told me of her 

time as an AWAS, is 91 now and we are 

still close friends. Many of the AWAS 

she introduced me to are no longer with 

us. These remarkable women served in 

many different ways in the army, but one 

thing they shared was the freedom they 

experienced, to grow as individuals. 

When peace was declared in 1945, 

they returned full of confidence with 

plans for their futures, but they were 

Women in
wartime

Intelligence, convoy work, 

artillery: the Australian 

Women’s Army Service 

played a vital role in World 

War II. Here, Ann Howard 

shares some gripping 

stories of the AWAS from 

her book, You’ll Be Sorry!

your family

46   |    www.insidehistory.com.au   



Above left Women 

of the AWAS 

celebrate Victory 

Day. Courtesy 

Joan Weir. Above 

right Joan Weir on 

her wedding day 

in January 1948.

Courtesy Joan Weir. 

Opposite AWAS 

women march in 

Sydney, 1942.  

not wanted in the workforce. Many were required to care for 

returning servicemen in the confines of the home. Some of their 

stories were horrendous; coping with a traumatised, sometimes 

violent partner, without good advice or support. As they reared 

their children and tried to keep their families together, they 

missed the companionship of the other girls and the self esteem 

that comes from being valued for your talents. They had made  

a significant contribution to the war effort, many telling me it 

was the best time in their lives. 

The AWAS played an important role in intelligence, signals, 

ciphers, electrical and mechanical training units, heavy 

convoy work, anti-aircraft and coastal artillery, gun sights and 

searchlights. They were cooks, clerks, orderlies, canteen workers, 

provosts, butchers, instrument repairers, and transport and 

ambulance drivers. 

Some were attached to chemical warfare experimental units, 

some were administrators, others fixed marine engines. They  

were interpreters or entertainers. Some repaired bomb-blasted 

tanks from the Middle East, or were experts in first aid. Some 

worked in waterfront workshops, some with the Australian 

Mechanical Engineers, some with the broadcasting unit, others 

with the photographic units. 

One of the first skills needed by the authorities was photo-

writing: reading and writing words backwards on the back of 

photographic negatives. Mrs HO Blair of Kirribilli, New South 

Wales, said: �I�ve been practising today and I find I�m not bad 

at it. I never thought a silly childish habit could be so useful.� 

Women had tried to enter the services for years without 

success. It was generally assumed they couldn�t keep a secret, 

for instance. The women I interviewed were still very careful 

about what they divulged, all these years later. During the  

war, many women were put in the position of proving they 

could keep mum. 

My greatest fear was the snakes: Lorna Bates� story 

�I enlisted in 1942, following postings in radar, artillery  

and chemical warfare,� Lorna Bates says. �As well, I worked 

with a group that did top secret work below the Royal Botanical 

Gardens in Sydney. 

�We worked with the WAAAF under the Mitchell Library, 

entering the Conservatorium and walking along what was later 

the Circular Quay railway tracks. It was the nerve centre of 

Sydney�s defence and most secret. My experience culminated in 

Reader specials  

You’ll Be Sorry! is available to  
Inside History readers at the special 
price of $25, plus $13 postage 
for up to four books. Another of 
Ann’s books about the 1940s is A 

Carefree War ($20 plus $4 postage) 
about Australian evacuee children. 
To order, email annhoward@

ozemail.com.au or write to 33/98 
Kirribilli Avenue, Kirribilli NSW 2061.
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my being sent in 1945 to 1 BAD (Base 

Ammunition Depot). The officer 

orderly tried to change the name to 

1 BOD (Base Ordnance Depot), but 

1 BAD it remained. BAD was part of 

BOD. This ammo dump was away 

from everything, owing to the danger 

of fire, explosions and snoopers. 

�There were quarters for Italian 

POWs, who mostly seemed happy 

to be in Australia. Thirteen AWAS 

and their sergeant had already been 

posted there when I arrived. We all took 

our jobs very seriously.

�Some of the ammo had been dumped 

in the island swamps when the Japanese 

appeared to be winning, and pulled out 

at a later date. Some was rusty. It was 

amazing that it had not blown up. The 

climate was extremely hot, with flies 

and mosquitoes continually pestering 

us. My greatest fear was the snakes that 

slithered between the stacks of ammo. 

�As the war turned in our favour, we 

were kept busy dispatching and receiving 

supplies. One day, horror of horrors, the 

grass caught fire! An electrician working 

up a power pole broke all records sliding 

down. I ordered some POWs to get the 

fire hoses going. They shook their heads, 

pointing to their badges and quoting the 

Geneva Convention. Usually I spoke very 

quietly to them, but this was not one of 

those occasions! They jumped at my best 

army voice and the danger passed.� 

Chemical warfare

It was later revealed that Australia 

had been involved in mustard gas 

experiments against the Geneva 

Convention. Until the threat of  

Japanese invasion, chemical warfare 

experiments were defensive. Mustard 

gas had been outlawed as a weapon 

by the Geneva Convention in 1930 

but Japanese gas containers had been 

discovered by the Australians as they 

advanced into New Guinea and some 

soldiers returned with burns to their 

legs. In 1940, there was a fear that 

The research journey 

My principal source of research for my books You’ll Be 

Sorry! and Where Do We Go From Here? was word of 

mouth. A work colleague made me aware that there 

were over 24,000 Australian Women Army Service 

personnel in World War II. 

I was surprised that no one had written about their 

experiences, as I quickly confirmed by looking in 

library catalogues and performing searches of carefully 

selected keywords on various websites.

The AWAS kept a close network and once I gained 

their confidence, I was given stories and photos. The 

response was overwhelming, so I was careful to tell 

the women or their family members they were being 

considered for my book, but not guaranteed a place — 

the editor at the publishers has the last word anyway!  

For the background facts and history, I went to 

Trove first and scanned newspapers and magazines 

from 1939. The Australian War Memorial holds army 

documents for statistics and orders. The World War Two 

Nominal Roll enabled me to check service numbers, 

spelling of names and places of enlistment.

Right AWAS 

women assist 

with ambulances 

at Ingleburn, 

NSW. Below A 

recruitment poster 

for the AWAS reads: 

“The Army is one 

man short until you 

join the army.” All 

images courtesy 

Ann Howard 

unless otherwise 

indicated. 
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* 
Ann Howard is an author and 

speaker. Her latest book You�ll 

Be Sorry!, about women joining 

the army in World War II, is  

out now (Big Sky Publishing, $29.99). 

Visit bigskypublishing.com.au 

The case of Thelma Mary Mills 

Thelma Mary Mills (née Toynton) was born in Molong, 

New South Wales, on 10 April 1912, the same day the 

Titanic set off on her maiden voyage. Thel, the middle 

of five children, lived at home until the war years. Her 

brother Eric had enlisted and gone to New Guinea. 

Thel’s rookie days were spent at Liverpool then, 

along with 19 others, she was posted to LHQ School  

of Artillery at Randwick in Sydney’s east. They were the 

only girls in Australia trained on the Kine Theodolite, 

which was a large electric camera. Information from 

their machine was passed on to the gunners, who  

fired at a drogue being towed by planes.

Thelma met her husband Jack Mills in Manly in 

1942. Jack was attending army school at Narellan.  

He served in the Citizen Military Forces and the AIF, 

seeing active service in New Guinea. 

When the war ended, Thelma went home to Molong 

and Jack went to Tottenham. They married in August 

1947, lived on their soldier settler’s block ‘Waringa’ at 

Guyra, and moved to Orange in 1963. Thelma maintained 

regular contact with other Orange ex-service women up 

until her death in October 2014, aged 102. 

Japan might use hydrogen cyanide and 

Germany might use arsine. 

In November 1940, Wing 

Commander Boucher, Staff Officer, 

Technical Services in the RAAF, was 

instructed to determine the main gases 

likely to be used by the Air Force and 

whether they could be manufactured in 

Australia. It was originally estimated that 

it would take about two years to establish 

a manufacturing plant here, so Britain 

dispatched light case bombs of phosgene 

and mustard gas to Australia. 

Despite every precaution, the 

transport of these bombs in varying 

temperatures over land and sea was 

fraught with danger. Some leaked and 

burst while being manhandled, which  

was a severe health threat to workers. 

Strictly confidential: Joy Graham 

By 1944, in large scale operational 

trials known as the Brook Island Trials, 

four tons of mustard gas were dropped 

by Beaufort aircraft onto Queensland 

rainforest areas where hapless goats were 

tethered in their path and volunteers 

stood around in various types of 

protective clothing. 

Joy Boehm (née Graham) had 

enlisted on receiving the news that her 

fiancé, Allin, had been taken prisoner 

at Singapore. She had marched into her 

father�s office at Grace Brothers and 

announced she was joining the Australian 

Women�s Army Service. Her father had 

been surprised as her secretarial post was 

a good one for those times. 

As she boarded the train to go north, 

the guard said, �Damn women in the 

army! Now I�ll have to move people.  

You can�t very well have the same  

sleeper as a male officer!� 

Says Joy: �In Sydney, 1943, I was 

told, �Lieutenant Graham, we have a very 

isolated. You will not be able to discuss it 

Joy listened attentively to the details 

of her posting to Innisfail, Queensland. 

She would be in charge of about 20 

AWAS supporting the work at the gas 

experimental station. 

�You must have tact and patience,� 

she was told. �The girls must not talk 

about what is going on, and you will have 

to censor every letter... We will quite 

understand if you refuse.� 

Changing attitudes

Attitudes towards women�s intelligence 

and abilities changed radically after their 

war experience. Although men had first 

rights to a job, the women pressed for 

more training and gradually became  

an appreciated part of the workforce.  

Among the waste of war, one positive 

result was women�s growing awareness. 

The army gave them intelligence tests 

and aptitude tests because they wanted  

to maximise their force.  

One woman, who had an epileptic 

brother, often stayed at home to care 

for him while her parents ran a general 

store in the Blue Mountains. When her 

army test results came through, she 

was told, �You should be at university.� 

�What�s that?� she asked! 
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Albany History lover’s guide to 

Beautiful Albany on Western  

Australia’s south coast has an  

absorbing past, filled with explorers, 

whalers, Indigenous warriors, convicts 

– and many more. Sarah Trevor 

explores this port city’s rich history. 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY LENNY PERRICELLI

I
F FIRST impressions are all-

important, it is a fortuitous 

circumstance for Western Australia 

that the introduction to the colony is 

very often by way of Albany,� noted one 

visitor in the Albany Advertiser in 1897. 

�Nestling on the uneven sides of 

the hills, which rise beside Princess 

Royal Harbour, the town is fresh and 

wholesome with its green-clad streets 

and neat houses and the clear water 

springing from the rises� Albany, in 

fact, fits its harbour.� 

Few tourists today would regard 

Albany as their first taste of Western 

Australia, but otherwise this nearly 

120-year-old description fits modern 

impressions quite comfortably. 

The gorgeous deep-water harbour is 

one thing. Then there are the sparkling 

white beaches, bordered by waters 

donning some of the most alluring shades 

the colour blue has to offer � even in 

winter. Hilltops and mountains act as 

handy ready-made vantage points for 

soaking in the town�s beauty. Dazzling 

national parks are within reach, along 

with vast plains bursting with the vivid 

colours of seasonal wildflowers. 

At first glance, you�d be forgiven for 

thinking Albany was your typical coastal 

tourist town in the state�s Great Southern 

region. But this would be doing both 

Albany and yourself a mighty disservice. 

It�s a beautiful coastal town, indeed, but 

with a deceptively old soul and a more 

jam-packed history than you may realise 

on those all-important first impressions.  

Let�s start with its attention-grabbing 

harbour. Princess Royal Harbour played 

�Above The rugged 

coastal hills of 

Albany in Torndirrup 

National Park.

Opposite Steps 

leading down to 

beautiful Salmon 

Holes Beach.

travel
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an evocative role in the Anzac legend, 

as the last port of call for departing 

troops en route to the battlefields of the 

Great War. Amid the old-world charm 

of Albany�s main streets stands an 

impressive catalogue of colonial cottages 

and edifices from Western Australia�s 

first European settlement: the oldest 

dwelling in the state, a convict gaol, and 

some 50 other colonial-era buildings. 

Earlier still, from the peaceful Kalgan 

River and the beaches, to the stark 

granite outcrops further afield, this 

area offered food, shelter and spiritual 

connection to the local Noongar people 

for at least 18,000 years. 

For history lovers, Albany is truly  

a multi-tasker. It will entrance military 

buffs and convict history nuts alike. 

Whether maritime heritage floats your 

boat or you�re fascinated by Indigenous 

culture � or all of the above � this  

port city has something to offer.  

Even beyond that magnificent,  

history-shaping harbour. 

WA Museum � Albany 

This engrossing branch of the Western 

Australian Museum occupies two main 

neighbouring buildings near Princess 

Royal Harbour. One of these, the 

Residency Building, was completed  

in 1850 as part of a nearby convict  

hiring depot before being converted  

into a home for the local Resident 

Magistrate in 1873.  

Traversing the geology, natural 

history and biodiversity of the region, 

the Museum examines Albany�s past 

with an approach that is both broad in 

scale and deep in detail. 

Its permanent galleries include stories 

from its traditional owners, the Menang 

Noongar, from the Dreaming to well 

beyond colonisation. Tales of Indigenous 

communities, of explorers, convicts 

and migrants through to the postwar 

period make the Museum an ideal first 

stop to get your bearings for Albany�s 

history. Next, take a casual stroll along 

the nearby water�s edge where a certain 

historic vessel awaits you.  

The Brig Amity

Or, at least, its full-sized replica. 

Tucked a few metres offshore from the 

harbour stands the likeness of the Brig 

Amity, a vessel whose importance for 

Western Australia verges on epic. It 

wasn�t the first European ship to sight 
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Albany�s shores � the 1627 Dutch �t 

Gulden Zeepaert, a couple of French 

ships, whalers, and Matthew Flinders 

himself all saw to that. Plus of course the 

1791 Discovery, bearing British explorer 

George Vancouver, who disembarked 

at today�s Point Possession. But the 

Amity�s arrival here on Christmas Day 

1826 heralded the start of a momentous 

colonial outpost: the first European 

settlement in what would become 

Western Australia. The passengers, Major 

Edmund Lockyer, 20 or so convicts, a 

small group of settlers, and a detachment 

of soldiers, made history.

Though smaller in the flesh than you 

may expect, the Amity�s grand sail-less 

masts give the impression of a proud 

little ship rightfully assured of its place 

in the historical record. After touring 

its interior, take a leisurely stroll along 

the nearby Welcome Walls jetty, which 

honours later generations of migrants. 

Albany Convict Gaol

A five-minute walk away you�ll find the 

Albany Convict Gaol, today a quaint yet 

fascinating museum. Built in 1852, this 

brick structure began its life as a convict 

hiring depot. Later expanding, it became 

a public gaol and by 1876 only seven 

convict prisoners were left � reflecting 

Western Australia�s focus on convict 

rehabilitation. It was last used as  

a lock-up in the 1930s. 

Now fully restored, its creaky narrow 

corridors and roughly-hewn cell walls 

remain grimly evocative. Perhaps most 

striking is the prison art on display, 

including Indigenous designs etched into 

the walls of a timber-lined cell in the 

1870s. It�s believed these are among the 

earliest examples of Aboriginal cell art. 

Patrick Taylor Cottage Museum

Our next stop is both a short walk away 

and worlds apart: a wattle and daub  

home surrounded by a pretty, English-

style cottage garden. Patrick Taylor 

Cottage was built in 1832, making it the 

oldest surviving dwelling in the state.

The name comes from its second 

owner, the Scottish-born Patrick Taylor, 

who bought the house three years after its 

More Albany attractions 

• Old Farm, Strawberry Hill — sadly closed for work 

during our visit, this historic cottage is regarded  

as a must for history lovers. nationaltrust.org.au/ 

places/old-farm-strawberry-hill

• Torndirrup National Park — think beaches, granite 

outcrops, sandy dunes, steep cliffs and rugged coastal 

heaths. parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/torndirrup 

• Porongurup National Park — bushwalkers will love its 

karri forests, granite peaks and remarkable sky walk. 

parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/porongurup

• Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve — for turquoise 

waters, white sands and some of the best beaches in the 

country. parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/two-peoples-bay

• The Albany Maritime Heritage Trail — the section 

linking the former quarantine station at Quaranup with 

Point Possession is a highlight. http://bit.ly/1TixpAY

• The Oyster Harbour Fish Traps — dating back an 

estimated 7,000 years, this is a significant Indigenous 

structure. http://bit.ly/1SSQOp5

Fast facts

Above The striking 

National Anzac 

Centre. 

Above right 

One of the tiny  

cells of Albany 

Convict Gaol. 
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construction. Today a range of interesting 

artefacts from various eras are displayed 

throughout the cottage�s 11 rooms. 

Mokare Statue

Situated on York Street, this memorial 

stands tribute to a remarkable man. 

Indigenous warrior Mokare, c.1800 

to 1831, guided and assisted the early 

settlers of Albany, then named Frederick 

Town, as they explored the area. 

In time Mokare came to act as  

a peacemaker between his people and the 

colonists, perhaps playing some role in 

Albany�s largely peaceful colonisation. He 

befriended the government resident of 

the day, Dr Alexander Collie, who was 

later buried beside Mokare at his request. 

National Anzac Centre

A short eastward drive will take you  

to Albany�s newest standout attraction.  

The National Anzac Centre opened on  

1 November 2014, exactly 100 years  

after the first convoy of Australian and 

New Zealand troops departed for war 

from the adjacent King George Sound. 

With a distinctive modern design, and 

emphasis on personal stories, this is not 

exactly your average war museum.

Upon entry, you�ll receive the ID 

card of one of 30 Anzacs, or a Turkish or 

German soldier. As you proceed through 

the Centre, you�ll follow their experiences 

from enlistment to the battlefield to, 

one hopes, beyond the Armistice. One 

such Anzac identity, Private Thomas 

Gardner from the 7th Battalion AIF, 

was a 33-year-old miner from East 

Melbourne. At training camp Thomas had 

reported feeling �in the pink of condition� 

after first receiving his gear. By October 

1918, he had faced Gallipoli, the Western 

Front, influenza and shell shock before 

finally being discharged from the AIF. 

Though fortunate enough to return 

from war, Thomas did not meet a happy 

ending. Reading snippets of a letter to his 

wife Mabel is a touching experience. 

Throughout the Centre, the stunning 

views of King George Sound are an 

unspoken reminder of Albany�s important 

place in the Anzacs� journey. Some 

41,265 men and women departed from 

here in total across the First and Second 

Convoys of 1914. One in three of those 

on board never returned. Informative 

and powerful, this museum cuts through 

the sometimes overwhelming scale and 

fanfare surrounding the Great War, 

laying bare its deep personal costs. 

Albany Heritage Park 

Step outside the Centre for your next 

stop, a vast outdoors military museum  

of sorts. Spanning some 260 hectares, 

this parkland reserve is like a one-

stop shop of Albany�s wartime and 

naval heritage, brimming with military 

installations, memorials and batteries. 

Take a 10-minute walk from the 

National Anzac Centre, along a path 

through the scrub, and you�ll come  

across a semi-hidden remnant of  

Above Visitors can 

explore the whaling 

ship Cheynes IV. 

Courtesy Discovery 

Bay Tourism 

Experience and 

Frances Andrijich.  

Background The 

replica of the 

historic Brig Amity.
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another war: a tiny, camouflaged 

concrete structure built in 1942, as part 

of a command centre in Albany�s fortress 

defences. The town served as a submarine 

base for the US Navy during the Second 

World War. (This period is explored in 

the nearby HMAS Perth Interpretive 

Centre, a must for naval historians.)

Farther along, huge restored guns 

stand testament to the strategic value 

of Albany�s harbour. Opened in 1893, 

the Princess Royal Fortress is the oldest 

surviving military site in Western 

Australia and, funded by all the Australian 

colonies, a remarkable pre-Federation 

endeavour in defence. Keep an eye out  

for the garrison barracks, shore batteries 

and powder magazines.

Padre White Lookout

A highlight of the Albany Heritage Park, 

the Padre White Lookout honours another 

iconic part of Albany�s Anzac story. 

Arthur Earnest White served on 

the Western Front as an army chaplain, 

before being discharged from the AIF 

in early 1918 for an ear condition. It�s 

believed that upon his return he held 

a special requiem mass in honour of 

Albany�s battle dead. He became known, 

somewhat inaccurately, as the Father of 

the Dawn Service. 

Padre White was credited with 

starting this tradition on 25 April 1930, 

while serving as the rector at St John�s in 

Albany. The next year, he led members 

of the parish up to the summit of Mount 

Clarence. Here, they watched a boatman 

in King George Sound lay a wreath in the 

harbour�s waters below. As White later 

said, �there was something beautiful 

about the thought behind dropping 

the wreath into the sea in memory of 

all those men who had made their last 

contact with Australia here.� 

It is likely that Padre White held the 

first official dawn service, if not the first 

outright. Either way, this panoramic 

lookout is a fitting tribute to a well-loved 

local figure, perfect for quiet reflection.

 

Discovery Bay

Located some 22 kilometres from 

Albany, Discovery Bay is home to several 

attractions: a wildlife park, botanic 

garden and, most excitingly for history 

lovers, a restored whaling station. 

Whaling was Albany�s earliest 

industry, predating the first European 

Above ‘View of 

Frederick Town, 

King Georges 

Sound, at the 

expiration of the 

first year of its 

settlement’, 1828, 

by Isaac Nind. 

Courtesy State 

Library of NSW, ID 

a4988001. Centre 

Scenic Porongurup 

National Park. 

Opposite A 

restored pre-

Federation gun 

stationed in 

Princess Military 

Fortress, Albany 

Heritage Park.
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settlement here by decades. This whaling 

station is much later but, as the last 

whaling station operating in Australia, 

certainly has its own claim to history. 

Opened in 1952 as the Cheynes Beach 

Whaling Company, it closed in 1978.  

Clamber aboard the Norwegian-built 

Cheynes IV (now positioned onshore), 

which was the last whale chaser to 

operate in Australian waters. It was 

constructed in 1948 and, from the deck  

to the poky crew cabins below, remains  

a real treat to explore. 

Whaling was a gruesome industry. 

Catching these gigantic creatures was 

but half the work at best. A guided 

tour walks you through the procedure, 

around the boiler house, processing 

factory and the once blood-drenched 

flensing deck. Removing the valuable 

blubber from the whale carcass made  

for hours of hard, nauseating toil.

Crude oil, ambergris and baleen, 

once used for ladies� corsets, are some 

examples of the bounty taken from these 

whales now on display. Lances, harpoons, 

flensing blades and spermaceti scoops 

hint at the violence and slog involved. 

Allow several hours to explore here; 

on Australia�s whaling history, screened 

in one of the mini theatrettes housed in 

former whale oil storage tanks. And, in 

the quiet Colin Green Heritage Gallery, 

you�ll find navigational instruments and 

historic photographs of whalers at work: 

yet more remnants of the rich past of 

this town, its waters and its people.  

• WA Museum — Albany,  

museum.wa.gov.au 

• Brig Amity, amazingalbany.com.

au/brig-amity 

• Albany Convict Gaol, historic 

albany.com.au/page3.html

• Patrick Taylor Cottage  

Museum, historicalbany. 

com.au/page2.html

• National Anzac Centre, 

nationalanzaccentre.com.au

• Discovery Bay Tourism 

Experience, discovery 

bay.com.au

Useful links
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Fraudster Ethel 

Livesey became  

a notorious media 

sensation in 1945 

after running  

out on her high-

society wedding. 

In this extract from 

her new book, 

author Freda 

Marnie Nicholls 

looks at her 1930s 

life — and lies — 

spanning Sydney, 

Melbourne and 

Adelaide alike. 

your family



E
THEL MADE her way to 

Melbourne�s eastern suburbs, 

and went to work.

Again using her movie star name 

Gloria Grey she plied her trade in only 

the best establishments, cashing cheques 

from a bank account she had opened 

with only one pound, and obtaining 

numerous luxury items.

When things got a bit hot in 

Melbourne, she dyed her hair a different 

shade and travelled up to Sydney.

Under the various names of Florence 

Dunkley, Elizabeth Gardner, Elizabeth 

Anderson, Elizabeth King, Lady Betty 

Anderson, Ann Derson, Florence Derson, 

Gloria Grey and Pamela Pilkington she 

took Sydney by storm, passing valueless 

cheques, from the city to Ryde and the 

quieter northern beach suburbs � all 

new areas for her. She even managed to 

convince one gullible jeweller that she 

was Mrs Fingleton, the wife of a member 

of the Australian Cricket Team; he 

happily gave her a large cameo brooch 

on credit, never to see the delightful 

cricketer�s wife, or brooch, again.

After a close call with one shop  

owner who didn�t quite believe one  

of her stories, Ethel decided to head 

back to Melbourne. She�d learnt to  

keep on the move.

But she hadn�t quite learnt how  

to keep out of trouble. Stopping for  

a few days in the affluent wool town of 

Goulburn, about 120 miles from Sydney, 

she was arrested for evading taxi fares, 

under the name Gloria Grey; not known 

in New South Wales under that name, 

she was granted bail, but immediately 

absconded on the Sydney to Melbourne 

train and continued her journey south.

Another of her other popular aliases 

at the time was Judith Anderson. The 

real Judith Anderson was 36, born in 

Adelaide seven months before Ethel�s 

actual birthday, and had been working 

on the stage in Britain opposite the likes 

of Laurence Olivier, one of Ethel�s 

favourite leading men. According to the 

yellow press accounts that Ethel loved 

to read, the actress was planning on 

moving to Hollywood to break into the 

movies, and was the Aussie golden star 

of the moment. She suited Ethel well.

As Judith, she stopped at Albury on 

the Victorian/New South Wales border, 
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where she managed to cash a cheque  

named Mary Walsh. She loved the 

thrill of obtaining goods and money 

from unsuspecting people � and if  

she�d performed the con well enough  

the shopkeepers would be too 

embarrassed to tell the police. But  

she was getting greedy.

Her most successful method at that 

time was to waltz into a classy shop 

and casually mention that she mixed 

in only the best social circles, and that 

she would bring these people into their 

shop to buy an item or two. Through 

these means she procured countless 

pricey items for free and on account, 

and managed to cash worthless cheques, 

before disappearing once more.

But within days of arriving back in 

Melbourne, Ethel was recognised by  

a saleswoman who she�d conned when 

working at another store, and was 

quickly picked up by police.

Ethel was headed back into the  

court system, this time in Victoria, with  

25 different charges of acting under 

false pretences against her. It seemed 

there were at least 25 people in Victoria 

who weren�t too embarrassed to tell the 

police about how they�d been duped.

It eventually became known to 

the Victorian police that Ethel had 

absconded on bail from South Australia 

during the Coles & Hughes drapery case 

the year before � but with 25 charges 

against her in Victoria, the South 

Australian police felt it wasn�t worth 

their while bringing her back to South 

Australia to face the older charges; the 

Victorians could deal with her.

The case was heard in the first week 

of June 1934, with Florence Elizabeth 

Ethel Anderson, 36, being charged  

under the name of Gloria Grey.

Through her lawyer, Severin  

Zichy-Woinarski, Ethel�s usual  

half-fanciful tales emerged. He told 
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* 
Extracted from The Amazing 

Mrs Livesey by Freda Marnie 

Nicholls (Allen & Unwin, 

$29.99), out now

the court that she had been buffeted by 

fate and betrayed by a man. She had 

been a nurse in the war and married 

an army captain who was killed shortly 

afterwards. She had then married again 

and had two children, but her new 

husband had deserted her and returned 

to his home country, Australia. She 

followed him out with their children, 

only to find he was a bigamist; he then 

blackmailed her, saying she had known 

she was party to a bigamous marriage, 

and demanding she pay him money to 

was one that Ethel herself had used over 

the years to extract more sums of money 

down the foundations of her story, her 

lawyer tried to turn the blame onto the 

shopkeepers, telling the judge that they 

should expect little sympathy from the 

court. These tradespeople were as much 

to blame for having given her credit as 

she was for having passed bad cheques.

The judge � who also happened to be 

Mr Zichy-Woinarski�s father � agreed, 

saying he never ceased to wonder at the 

credulity of tradespeople in the city, 

who accepted good appearances and 

manners, and who were ready to give 

credit and cash cheques without first 

making proper enquiry. He thought they 

were to blame for their credulity, but 

qualified this by saying he did not think 

they should be exploited.

Ethel was found guilty of 10 of the 

original 25 charges, and sentenced  

to six months in gaol. She was off  

to prison, again.

Good thing the judge didn�t  

know about all those cases in  

New South Wales. 

See a recording of Ethel Livesey 

discussing her past experiences from 

an Australian newsreel in 1946. Visit 

http://bit.ly/1STUcD8

More on Ethel Livesey
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Post-traumatic stress is at the 

heart of Gregory Day�s lyrical  

and profound fourth novel.

Wesley Cress has spent the 

Second World War as a soldier 

under British command on the 

Greek island of Crete. After his 

return to Australia he moves 

to windswept King Island in 

Bass Strait. 

On King Island Wes 

reluctantly but slowly gets to 

know the local community, 

principally the postmaster�s son 

Lascelles, who is obsessed with 

memorialising and assisting 

returned soldiers, having missed 

the war on account of his age. But 

Wes is not interested in being 

celebrated as a hero, accepting 

government assistance, or 

socialising with fellow veterans. 

All he wants is to understand his 

demons, to find peace of mind and 

figure out how to keep on living. 

Meeting young Leonie facilitates 

his healing: they are two lost souls 

finding each other.

As in his Mangowak trilogy, Day 

again shows his mastery in depicting 

landscape, plants, animals and 

people so vividly that the reader can 

not only see them, but smell them, 

feel them and hear them. 

Gregory Day is a master 

storyteller and this novel asks 

powerful questions about family, 

love, trauma, morality, deception, 

life and its meaning, and how  

we create identity in the face  

of a traumatic past. 

� ANNETTE MARFORDING

Archipelago of Souls by Gregory Day (Picador, $32.99)

Our reviewers read as many new history books as 

time allows. It’s a tough job, but someone has to 

do it… Here are our some of our current favourites. 

readingWhat we’re

book reviews
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Sport in Victoria: A History edited by Dave Nadel  

and Graeme Ryan (Ryan Publishing, $79.95)

Editors Dave Nadel and Graeme Ryan have drawn on contributions 

from 76 sports writers, players, officials and historians to relate �the 

fascinating history of over 100 sports played in Victoria since the 

1830s. It also covers the important events, venues, clubs and leagues 

which characterise Victoria�s sporting culture�.

Editing 179 entries from so many different contributors is a difficult 

task and Nadel and Ryan have done an outstanding job in ensuring 

consistent quality and readability. All the major sports or those which 

have been important in the past � athletics, Australian football, 

boxing, cricket, cycling, golf, horse racing, netball and tennis � receive 

between six and 10 pages in their primary entries and the only sports 

that get short shrift are soccer with three pages, and basketball one and 

half. Most of the second-level sports such as baseball, harness racing, 

hockey, lacrosse, lawn bowls, and motorcycle and motor racing are  

well catered for in two or three pages; minor sports such as bocce, 

paintball, petanque, orienteering and trugo cannot complain with the 

third or half pages allotted to them.

The book is stylishly produced in A4 format and the illustrative 

material is exceptional, the overall selection and placement of  

pictures, sketches and posters providing significant additions  

to a fine publication. 

� BERNARD WHIMPRESS

Country Women and the Colour Bar: Grassroots Activism 

and the Country Women�s Association by Jennifer Jones 

(Aboriginal Studies Press, $39.95)

The Country Women�s Association of Australia (CWA) may be  

reputed for rural conservatism (not to mention baking prowess).  

But, as this groundbreaking book shows, in mid 20th-century 

Australia the CWA was a source of collaboration, advocacy and 

activism for, by and with Indigenous women. 

Drawing on archival research and oral histories, Country Women 

and the Colour Bar takes a local and often biographical approach to the 

organisation�s history. Each chapter is a case study of a CWA branch 

from a different corner of New South Wales. A nuanced picture of 

rural women�s activities emerges � from beauty contests, handicraft 

lessons, baby shows and baking, to CWA meetings, state conferences, 

fundraising activities, and grassroots campaigns for improved 

medical access. 

Over some 17 years, several special Aboriginal branches of the CWA were set up through personal 

friendships and the sustained efforts of influential members from both the white and Aboriginal 

communities. In small community halls, dances, and even a Miss Jacaranda Festival, the colour bar was 

challenged and even flouted. Though cultural misunderstandings and racial discrimination lingered, 

there were real successes and improvements for the lives of rural Indigenous women and their families.  

While some famous names appear � Charles Perkins is memorably reprimanded by Maggie 

Morris, an Aboriginal matriarch from Kempsey, for instance � overall the book focuses on the 

seemingly ordinary women who helped shape history at the (no less complex and varied) local level. 

Thoroughly researched and brimming with snapshots of daily rural life, Country Women and the  

Colour Bar highlights an important chapter of our nation�s history.  

� SARAH TREVOR
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Perth Mint RSL Centenary 

Collector Coins 

subscription offer

This year, as the RSL celebrates 100 years of service, The 

Perth Mint is proud to release a limited edition 1oz silver coin 

and is giving five lucky readers the chance to take one home. 

Simply subscribe or renew to Inside History and answer the 

question below for the opportunity to win!

QUESTION: What does RSL stand for? 

Each coin 
valued at 

$99

subscription offer
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IT’S EASY TO ORDER
     www.insidehistory.com.au (Add your answer to the order notes)                02 8227 6486  
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MAG 34

1. MY DETAILS:

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr/Other: First name: 

Surname:

Address:

  Postcode:

Phone: Email:

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

2. GIFT RECIPIENT DETAILS:

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr/Other: First name:

Surname:

Address:

  Postcode:

Phone: Email:

3. PAYMENT DETAILS:

 Cheque/money order (payable to Inside History)  

for $_________ is enclosed; or  

Charge my  

 Visa    MasterCard  

Cardholder’s name: 

Card No: ———— ———— ———— 

————

Expiry date —— / —— 
 

Signature

 Please tick if you do not wish to receive special offers from Inside History 

and its partners. Privacy policy at insidehistory.com.au Entries close 5pm, 

30.06.16. Offer for Australian and NZ residents only. Subscription commences 

with issue 35. ABN 13 353 848 961. This form is a tax invoice upon payment.

Yes, please start 
my Inside History 
subscription:

Australia New Zealand
 Me   Gi� 2 yrs (12 issues)   $85   SAVE $34.40  
 Me   Gi� 1 yr (6 issues)   $50   SAVE $9.70  AUD $90 

For digital bundles, visit shop.insidehistory.com.au

 Enter me into the draw to win. My answer is  

Subscriber benefits
 Save over $34

 FREE delivery to your door

 Never miss an issue

 Makes a great gift

Issued as Australian legal tender, this  

tribute coin depicts a representation  

of the RSL badge and includes the 

inscriptions ‘RSL Centenary: ‘Lest We 

Forget’ and ‘1916 2016’. 

In 1916, the Returned and Services 

League was founded in Australia by 

returning soldiers from World War One 

with the aim of continuing to provide 

the camaraderie, concern, and mateship 

shown among the Australian diggers  

while they were at war. 

Since its foundation, the RSL 

has grown to 1,200 sub-branches 

Australia-wide with more than 170,000 

members, making it the largest  

ex-service organisation in the country. 

The Perth Mint is honoured to be  

a part of centenary celebrations for  

this inspiring Australian organisation.

Learn more about The Perth Mint  

and its commemorative product range  

at perthmint.com.au/RSL100
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Irish Wattle

Specialising in  
early Irish  

convict biographies

Irish Wattle�s books  
cover more than 1,200  
Irish convict arrivals  

before 1800.

Order today at  
www.irishwattle.com

marketplace



M
Y MOTHER Madge 

  

(right) was born in  

Mt Morgan, Queensland in 1920. 

 

 

Harold Ottaway, who had 

in Mt Ossa, Queensland. As was 

Mt Ossa to be with her husband.

 

skilled. � Margaret Kenny, QLD

One picture…

1000 memories

Do you have a favourite image you’d like to share with our 

readers? We’d love to hear from you. Email a high-quality 

scan and the history behind the picture to  

contribute@insidehistory.com.au and we’ll publish it here.

your family
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Want more Inside History?
Stay up to date with the latest history and genealogy 

news by visiting our new website!

Visit us for extra articles, expert tips, research tools and 

more. Shop online for back issues, subscriptions and gift 

subscriptions, and see which events we’ll be at so  

you can come along and say hi.

*Only one free trial per per

charged the relevant pric

www.insidehistory.com.au

Plus, sign up  

for our free 

newsletter!



With millions of new records added every year and new discoveries to be 

made with AncestryDNA, it’s little wonder Ancestry is the world’s favourite 

family history resource.

At Ancestry we’re constantly working on new and 

innovative features that will transform the way you  

can discover and tell your story.

Plus with AncestryDNA, a simple saliva-based test is all  

it takes to discover your genetic ethnic origins and find  

and connect with distant relatives.

Now there’s even more 
to your family story

Discover your story at ancestry.com.au


