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Okay, so the madcap Alpenbrevet event 
only requires entrants to ride 80 miles. 
Then again, those 80 miles are over the 
Alps on mopeds capable of single-figure 
top speeds. Team MCN even got over-
taken by a bloke on a mountain bike! 
More than 1200 people took part in this 
year’s craziness, and even MotoGP star 
Dani Pedrosa showed up.

Electric bikes have come a long 
way in 10 years, but judging by 
the KTM Freeride E-SM’s 18-
mile range they need to go fur-
ther yet. MCN lived with one for 
a while and we were very im-
pressed by many things about 
this sharp-looking pioneer. But 
there’s no escaping the range 
– or the £10,599 price.

Mopeds on
a mission

Lightbulb 
moment?

J
A

M
E

S
 A

R
C

H
IB

A
L

D

P26P12

P73

KENT’S DOWN 
BUT NOT OUT
Danny Kent is desperately 

trying to become Britain’s 

first GP world champion 

since Barry Sheene in 1977, 

but at the weekend he 

could have been accused 

of trying a little too hard.

In a bid to steal second 

place on the last lap at 

Aragon, he suffered this 

massive crash and was 

lucky to escape without 

serious injury. He was also 

lucky to see his main title 

rival in the gravel, too. So 

his 55-point championship 

lead remains, but with 

four races still to go he 

can’t afford many more 

mistakes if he is to lift the 

Moto3 world title he has 

worked so hard for.

Think about riding a brilliantly 

capable bike across the desert 

and you’d probably imagine an 

immaculate R1200GS packed 

with state-of-the-art equipment. 

But this week we’ve proved you 

can go globe-trotting and mud-

plugging on machines that cost 

as little as £2000. Stop making ex-

cuses, buy a used adventure bike 

and start planning THAT big trip.

Yamaha 

XT225 

Serow – 

£2315

BMW 

F650GS – 

£3495

Honda Africa Twin – £3595

BMW R1200GS 

Adventure – 

£8195

SEE THE 
WORLD
WITHOUT 
SPENDING 
A PACKET ARAGON GP SPECIAL
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Rossi after an epic duel for

second place with Pedrosa

‘I played all the
cards I had today...
and an extra one!

It’s a shame
because those four

points I lost are
important for the

championship’

NEW FANNY-B 250
FALCON TESTED

P14

Rebadged Chinese single gets a patriotic

paintjob as it bids to recapture old English

firm Francis-Barnett’s heritage. MCN’s test

reveals that this £3500 250 actually does a

decent job. It looks the part and goes well, too.

SPORTS TOURERS 
ARE ALIVE AND 
KICKING... HARD

P30

In recent years, those wanting to cover big 

miles in comfort have often turned to the 

burgeoning adventure bike market. But the 

more traditional sports tourers still have a 

lot to offer. We took Triumph’s Sprint GT and 

BMW’s new R1200RS on a high-mileage 

mission covering all sorts of challenges.

A
N

D
R

E
W

 N
O

R
T

H
C

O
T

T

BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Enfield Bullet 350 £2500
SELLER SAYS: 1998. Special engine, 

professionally rebuilt crank, machined 

and balanced, new rod, piston and 

barrel, all bearings new.

MCN SAYS: Takes you back to the ’50s. 

It has only 18bhp but there are great 

engineering details, and it’s a pleasant 

commuter. Needs TLC, but good fun. 15,809 bikes for sale

P76

P56



COLLECT VOUCHER 2 NEXT WEEK

VOUCHER 1
BUTLINS BASH
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B
MW’s head of motorcycle
development has promised
the air-cooled boxer engine
will still be used to at least
2021 despite ever-tightening 

emissions regulations that have already 
been the death knell for many other
air-cooled engines.

New Euro4 emissions regulations
in 2017 and later Euro5 laws in 2020
are much stricter than the outgoing
Euro3, and manufacturers are hav-
ing to do a lot of work to ensure new
and existing bikes will be able to pass 
both in exhaust emissions and noise.
The great benefit of this is that we’re
set to witness a tide of new bikes over 
the next two years as firms revise their 
ranges to suit. The bad news is that
some characterful older models could 
face the axe, and air-cooled bikes with 
large diameter pistons, especially those 
in large capacity V-twin and boxer
twins are under particular pressure. 

But Karl Viktor Schaller, the head
new motorcycle development at BMW’s 
headquarters in Munich, has promised 
the air-cooled BMW boxer engine will 
remain on the company’s plan through 
to at least 2021.

Speaking exclusively to MCN at the 
firm’s Munich headquarters, he said:
“We know air-cooled engines are at
the core of BMW for many people and 
we have them planned in the model
range for a long time to come. The
hydrocarbon emissions of large bore
engines is the problem we have to solve. 
This creates particular problems and
it’s not just air-cooled engines.

“The same problem is there for
Harley-Davidson, Ducati and KTM. If 
you have big pistons you need to work 
on turbulence systems at low RPM. This 
will have to be controlled by some new 
technology in the engine but this isn’t 
rocket science.

“Catalysts will need to have
some extra precious metals such as

BMW boss says the much-loved Boxer
engine will live on until at least 2021 
despite tough new emissions laws

MCN Live 
Save £20!

It takes a year for overseas 

firms to homologate a 

new motorcycle for sale in 

China, which is why they 

always get models later 

than other markets.

PUB AMMO 
LONG MARCH TO 

HOMOLOGATION 

IN CHINA

working hard on future engines but it is 
one of the first to commit to air-cooled 
motors into the future. Ducati have
committed to keeping lower-powered 
engines with air-cooling in bikes,
such as the Scrambler, but we know
Triumph have designed new water-
cooled 865cc and 1100cc engines for
their range of Bonnevilles, which we

‘THE AIR-COOLED BOX
will see in 2017. Harley-Davidson have
also been implementing water-cooling
in recent updates to bikes as part of the
Project Rushmore overhaul of their
large-capacity machines, while their
air-cooled models can sneak through
tests thanks to their lower output.

BMW’s current air-cooled range
is limited to just the R nineT retro
roadster, which for the second year
since launch has been the fourth best-
selling bike in BMW’s range behind the
R1200GS and R1200GS Adventure and
the S1000RR. 

But we believe this is about to change
with more additions to the R nineT fam-
ily, the first of which is expected to be
a production version of the Scrambler,
which was shown as a prototype earlier
this year. And MCN sources suggest
there are a number of other variants
to follow soon after.

What about the
water-cooled engine?
Air-cooled motors are clearly im-
portant to BMW but the bulk of sales
these days in terms of the boxer engine
come in the form of the water-cooled
variant now used in the best-selling
R1200GS, GS Adventure, R1200RS and
the R1200R.

This engine was a completely new
design and was first introduced in 2010
and represented a massive change for
BMW. That engine has seen some small
tweaks since then but an interim update
will see a little more power eked from
the engine along with improvements
to fuel efficiency according to Schaller.

Schaller said: “The R1200GS and
others using the 125bhp water-cooled
boxer engine still win many tests be-
cause of the usability of that engine.
The last thing we want to do is ruin that
feeling by increasing power too high.

“For those who want more power
we have the S1000XR. There will be
changes to the R1200 engine in the
next few years and power will increase
a little, as will fuel efficiency.” RolandSandshasbeencreatingScramblerconcepts

BMW concepts mix retro style and modern techBMW is looking a 
long way ahead 
and we are already 
working on Euro5

platinum and palladium, they may need 
to be a little bigger and maybe a little 
more expensive and after that there 
are technologies like twin spark and 
surface treatments to engine internal 
components but all of this can be done.

“Like all companies BMW is looking 
a long way ahead and we are already 
working on Euro5 and the targets and 
timings of our model plans through to 
2021. Air-cooled engines are planned 
all the way through to 2021 at least.”

BMW aren’t the only manufacturer 

BMW is aiming to surf the wave of Scrambler enthusiasm

The build-up to MCN’s Skegness pil-
grimage for MCN Live! has started with 
John McGuinness, Chris Walker and 
John Reynolds already confirmed for 
the season-starting party. 

There’s a host of new features too. 
Visitors get the chance to try off-road 
riding with the Yamaha AMCA expe-
rience, while there will also be a ride 
out with BSB riders, Steve Colley will 
be stunning the crowds with his stunt 
show, there’ll be live short track action, 
the opportunity to ride iconic classics, 
a BSB chat show, plus bargains galore. 
And once the sun goes down, you can 
party all night with awesome bands.

Over the next five weeks you can 
collect vouchers printed in MCN to 
get a discount of up to £20 off your 
MCNLive! ticket. A three-day stay at 
MCNLive! costs as little as £99 for a self 
catering (minimum of two people), but 
with this special offer you can save a 
decent chunk off going Gold.

You’ll get £5 off for every voucher, 
up to a maximum of four per person. 
So for a Half Board Gold Apartment 
(Premium Dining) the price would nor-
mally be £185, but with four vouchers 
per person it would be just £165 each.

Full terms and conditions are online, 
visit: www.mcnlive.co.uk

Get ready 

to party at 

Skeggy!

X
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Get 50p off next week’s MCN
Use this little coupon, and you’ll get a saving
of 50p off next week’s MCN. Just cut out the
voucher and take along to your newsagent
between October 7 and 13.
To the consumer: Hand this coupon over to
your newsagent to get 50p off your MCN.
This voucher is valid between October 7 -13,
2015 and while stocks last. This coupon has
no cash redemption value and cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer.
It can only be redeemed once in a single
transaction. Not valid on digital editions.
To the Retailer: Bauer Consumer Media Ltd

will redeem this coupon at its face value
provided that it has been taken in part pay-
ment for the October 7, 2015 issue of MCN
purchased between October 7-13 2015. This
voucher must be returned in settlement to
your supplying wholesaler by January 13,
2016. To the Wholesaler: Please credit the
retailer for a normal sale and forward both
your claim and actual voucher(s) by April
13, 2016. Please make one claim to Bauer
Consumer Media Ltd Coupon redemption
PO Box 508, Leicester, LE94 0AL; making
sure your claim identifies your offer.

WORLD
EXCLUSIVE 

XER IS HERE TO STAY’
BMW is also expected to reveal 

a range if 300cc single-cylinder 

four-stroke bikes in a matter of 

weeks and these machines will 

be a key part of BMW’s strategy 

as they have the potential to 

expand sales massively.

BMW has recently broken the 

record for production by building 

112,000 bikes over a 12-month 

period. With the 300cc bikes on 

the way this has the potential 

to be increased by up to three 

times. The bikes have been 

designed and engineered by 

BMW but are being built in India 

by partner company TVS.

R&S chief Karl Viktor Schaller 

told MCN: “There is a long-term 

future for small-capacity bikes. 

These are authentic BMWs. It 

may have less horsepower but it 

has the same engine behaviour 

and this will be a very nice bike.

“There will be multiple 

models based around the same 

platform. With development 

costs so high this is the best 

way of increasing efficiency. We 

believe there is room to expand 

the BMW brand below what we 

have now but this doesn’t mean 

we will have a 50cc scooter. 

That’s not going to work.”

GOING SMALL 
TO GO BIG

BMW’s 300cc single has already

been spotted undergoing tests

Who needs buses when you 

can jump the punters?
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Ducati have revealed an updated

Diavel Carbon performance cruiser.

It features a redesigned exhaust, new

wheels and an updated seat to en-

hance the Diavel’s aggressive styling.

The new exhaust system features

black ceramic-coated downpipes,

and brushed-effect stainless steel

silencer covers.

In addition to the new Carbon

version, the Diavel will also be avail-

able as a Dark Stealth version, with

a matt black tank and black frame

and wheels.

This is just one of a host of new and

updated Ducati models set to debut

at the Milan show in November. In

total we are expecting eight new bikes

from the Italian firm, including an

updated 899, a new larger-capacity

version of the Scrambler and a Pikes

Peak version of the new Multistrada

1200. There’s also the possibility of

a new race-homologation version

of the Panigale R superbike, and an

S model of the 899 Panigale.

It’s also believed another version of

the Diavel will be launched for 2016,

with cruiser styling and belt drive.

the lag but offer relatively little boost. 
This hybrid system offers the best of 
both worlds – instant response, with 
all the boost of a big turbo. Suzuki’s idea 
is to combine the throttle sensitivity 
of a naturally aspirated engine with 
the sort of power previously only seen 
on Kawasaki’s track-only Ninja H2R.

Both electric motors are fed by a 
battery and computer control system 
mounted under the seat, and the rest 
of the bike’s layout is fairly normal – a 

By Ben Purvis

W
e’ve seen motorcycle firms 
developing turbocharged 
machines and hybrids, but 
Suzuki’s plans mark the first 

time both technologies have come 
together – along with a four-cylinder 
petrol engine – creating something 
that could blow away any bike before it.

If you have half an eye on the pinnacle 
of four-wheeled motorsport, Formula 

One, you probably know the series has
turned its back on normally-aspirated 
engines in favour of turbocharged mo-
tors with a two-part electric hybrid 
system. Suzuki’s latest patent reveals 
a bike that uses exactly the same ideas.

Just like a Formula One car, the bike’s 
hybrid system uses two motor-gener-
ator units (MGUs). One is attached to 
the back of the engine and drives the 
gearbox. It boosts performance when 
more torque and power is needed, and 

reverts to its generator role during
deceleration, refilling the batteries.

The second MGU is bolted directly to 
the turbocharger, and uses electricity 
to spin the turbo up to operating speeds 
– around 200,000rpm – much faster 
than it could if powered by exhaust gas 
alone, like a normal turbo.

Turbos are usually a balancing act. 
Large ones provide lots of boost but take 
an age to get up to speed, so there’s a big 
delay in engine response. Small ones cut 

HYBRID TURBO
Traditional turbochargers rely 

entirely on the force of exhaust 

gas pressure building, causing 

lag. Boosting the turbo with an 

electric motor removes this 

lag and gives a sweeter 

throttle response. 

ELECTRIC HELP
An electric motor-generator

attached to the gearbox aids

performance, then charges

batteries while decelerating.

Diavel Carbon looks mean with its 

new black ceramic-coated exhaust

Ducati reveal 
2016 Diavel 
Carbon

Formula One technology to power superbikes in the future

0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk

REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s��-OTORCYCLE�!CCIDENTS�IN�%NGLAND���7ALES��%UROPE�AND�
THE�)SLE�OF�-AN

s�4AKEOVER�CLAIMS�FROM�OTHER�3OLICITORS

s��2OAD�4RAFl�C�/FFENCES��FROM�SPEEDING�TO�$EATH�BY�
$ANGEROUS�$RIVING

s��/BTAINING�COMPENSATION�WHERE�
YOUR�PERSONAL�INJURY�CLAIM�HAS�
BEEN�UNDERSETTLED�BY�YOUR�
PREVIOUS�APPOINTED�SOLICITOR�

2016 Diavel Carbon
highlights
O Ducati Testastretta 11° Dual

Spark engine – 1198cc V-twin

with 162bhp and 96lb.ft

ONew forged, turned and

milled Marchesini wheels

O Zircotec ceramic-coated

exhaust downpipes

ONew seat

HI-TECH HYPERBIKE
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‘It will offer 
instant response, 
with all the boost 

of a big turbo’

large four-cylinder engine, probably 
around 1000cc, fitted in a beam frame. 
The turbo sits just in front of the engine, 
attached to a short exhaust manifold, 
and blows intake air upwards into a 
pressurised airbox mounted at the 
front of the fuel tank.

The bike is fitted with a semi-auto 
transmission, operated either via push-
buttons or a conventional clutch and 
gear lever, depending on the rider’s 
preference. The MGU attached to the 
gearbox is programmed to help smooth 
out the shifts, matching the revs to 
make them virtually seamless.

If the engine is around 1000cc, a 
turbo should push power to 300bhp 
with ease. And then there’s the addi-
tional assistance of the hybrid element, 
which might add another 20 or 30bhp.

Will it ever be built?
The bike is likely to appear as a concept 
at the Tokyo Motor Show next month, 
where the firm has a history of demon-
strating its technical prowess.

While concepts don’t necessarily 
reach production, the ideas here are 
intended to maximise performance 
while minimising fuel consumption 
and emissions. The really serious ap-
plication of this technology is likely to 
be on smaller-capacity bikes – perhaps 
a 500cc machine that can match the 
performance of today’s litre superbikes 
while sipping fuel like a scooter.
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NEXT WEEK

PLUS Small scooters mega-test + Project

Paso and K1 on a Magny-Cours mission

MONSTER
WORLD FIRST TEST

GOODBYES & GOOD BUYS
Top deals on bikes soon to be superseded

CASH IN ON FUTURE CLASSICS
What bikes will soon be worth a fortune?

POWER-PACKED DUCATI 
MONSTER 1200 R JOINS 

THE SUPER-NAKED SCRAP

RED-HOT BSB TITLE FIGHT
Brookes v Byrne in penultimate round

CHARGED HYBRID



PERSONALISED SERVICE FROM EXPERIENCED BIKERS

104 High Street, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 3DW | 01438 317038

bikestop.co.uk/mcn

END OF SUMMER SALE – AT LEAST 25% OFF
SELECTED DAINESE MEN’S & LADIES

*T’s & C’s apply

PLUS FREE

DAINESE BACK PROTECTOR *
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B
MW’s C650 Sport and C650
GT maxi-scooters are getting
a mid-life refresh for 2016 with
changes aimed at separating

the two versions more effectively.
The pair are now more closely tar-

geted at their sporting and touring
aspirations with BMW claiming the
changes will help them appeal to a
broader audience. Changes include
new CVT transmission, new exhaust,
revised suspension and some design
tweaks to differentiate the two bikes
from the outgoing models.

The parallel-twin 647cc engine
is the same in both models and pro-
duces 60bhp but is also available in
an A2-licence friendly 37bhp variant
thanks to a restrictor kit. The engine
has been remapped for both versions 

New look and significant upgrades for 2016

and they are now Euro4 compliant.
The new exhaust also sounds better,
according to BMW.

A BMW spokesman said: “A new
CVT transmission set-up in conjunc-

BMW have given their

two super scoots

clearer identities

Our Ducati Paso

is getting there.

Honestly

BMW SHARPENS
ITS SUPER-SCOOTS

tion with new clutch linings enables
optimised clutch engagement and
a significantly more dynamic set-
off response. This was achieved by
changing the transmission ratio
spread of the CVT as well as by fine-
tuning the centrifugal force weights.

“The suspension construction of
the new C650 Sport and C650 GT
continues to use a hybrid compos-
ite structure consisting of a tubular
steel bridge frame and a die-cast
aluminium unit.”

Both versions of the C650 still
have ABS braking systems and ad-
ditionally they now have Automatic
Stability Control (ASC) and a new
technology called Side View Assist
(SVA), which is an option on the GT
model and helps when changing
lane by monitoring the blind spot
for any other vehicles that may be 
to your side.

SENIOR REPORTER
Highlights
ONew CVT set-up for more

dynamic launch acceleration

O New suspension and damping

O ASC now standard

O New design for the

C650 Sport

O Fine-tuned styling for the 

C650 GT

O New silencer

O New instrument cluster

O Daytime riding light

O No prices have been set,

current models are Sport £9495 

and £9795 for the GT

PROJECT BOL D’OR
PART 5

Back on Cours
With MCN’s dilapidated Ducati Paso
750 hammering a nail into its own
coffin by dint of a fork that sounded
like a slide hammer, it never even
made it to the start line for its planned
head-to-head Bol d’Or expedition
against a similarly be-faired BMW
K1. We were gutted. Not only was the
weather pretty decent for the trip,
but the Bol witnessed a phenomenal
return to Circuit Paul Ricard, with
over 75,000 fans streaming into the
southern French circuit. We definitely
missed out.

Undeterred, the next logical cal-
endar excuse was the Magny-Cours
round of the World Superbike cham-
pionship. With two weeks between
the two events, we were sure that
the cause of the Paso’s mystery fork-
hammer could be discovered and
rectified. The first hurdle proved to be
a bit too tall though, with a local bike
garage taking the job on, then refusing
to actually do the work. Apparently it
looked too daunting. Between waiting
for a slot in his diary, and him turn-
ing the job away without so much as
loosening the top cap on the fork,
we’d wasted a week of our window.

The hunt was on, and MCN Senior

Designer Simon Relph suggested
another local outfit – The Motorcycle
Works in Werrington – might be fit
for the job. Ten minutes later and the
Paso was cluttering their forecourt,
meeting another 750 in the process.
Head honcho Pete confirmed what we
already thought, that the right fork
leg sounded terminally ill.

The sense of anticipation was pal-
pable as each part was extracted from
the stanchion with all the drama of a
magician pulling secret wonders from
deep inside his top hat. The pleasing
confusion that followed was that
nothing seemed bent or badgered.
The down side was that it in no way
solved the mystery – beyond there
being a tangible lack of oil in the leg.

With the left leg pulled apart, the
cause of the right’s woes looked more
obvious. There had been something
missing – a notably large spacer from
the top of the spring tube. As culprits
go, this looked pretty concrete. Pete
has since machined up a new spacer,
and slotted it in, allowing the weary
Paso to achieve something it hasn’t
had in years – an MoT pass.
Next Week: Did the Paso and K1 make 
it to Magny-Cours?
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LOW RATE FINANCE AVAILABLE ON SELECTED MODELS ACROSS THE RANGE.
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For more information, contact your local BMW Motorrad Retailer  
or visit www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk
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BMW F 800 R.

Monthly payment £69.00

Total deposit £1,273.52

On the road cash price* £7,595.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £3,906.48

0.0% APR

BMW R nineT.

Monthly payment £109.00

Total deposit £2,582.21

On the road cash price* £11,900.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £6,172.90

2.9% APR

BMW F 800 GS.

Monthly payment £79.00

Total deposit £1,723.37

On the road cash price* £8,850.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £4,361.63

0.0% APR

BMW S 1000 R.

Monthly payment £99.00

Total deposit £2,127.80

On the road cash price* £10,350.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £5,344.14

2.9% APR

BMW Select Representative example: BMW R 1200 GS TE.

Term of
agreement

35 monthly
payments

On the
road cash price*

Total
deposit

Total amount
of credit

Option to
purchase fee^

0QUJPOBM �OBM
payment^

Total amount 
payable

Rate of
interest

36 months £139.00 £14,555.00 £2,790.24 £11,764.76 £1.00 £7,743.71 £15,399.95 2.9���YFE Representative 2.9% APR

8IBUFWFS ZPV SJEF BOE XIFSFWFS ZPV HP UIFSF JT B CJLF UP TFU ZPVS QVMTF SBDJOH� "EWFOUVSFT PGG SPBE UPVSJOH UIF DPVOUSZTJEF PS HFUUJOH�ZPVS�LOFF�EPXO�PO�
UIF�QFSGFDU�BQFY�#.8�.PUPSSBE�IBT�B�NPEFM�UP�TVJU�ZPV�BOE�ZPVS�SJEJOH�OFFET��.BLF�MJGF�B�SJEF�BOE�TUBSU�ZPVS�KPVSOFZ�UPEBZ�

#.8�.PUPSSBE�6,�JT�B�DSFEJU�CSPLFS�BOE�OPU�B�MFOEFS�

The Ultimate
Riding Machine

BMW Motorrad UK 

BMW Select Finance



www.motorcyclenews.com

10  THIS WEEK

KTM 1190 Adventure
‘I’m loving every minute of it’

CURRENT RIDE

Kawasaki ZX-6R
‘I got it straight after my test’

TOBY’S FIRST BIKE

TOBY MOODY
BIKER, PETROL-HEAD AND

RACE COMMENTATOR

TOBY’S BIKES

He once went very

fast down a dual

carriageway, but

Toby is over that now

Yamaha XJR1300 Racer
Big grunty motor, street-

racer styling, and big-brand

confidence. £2161 up front, and

£139 per month thereafter gets

you in the seat of this old-skool 

muscle bike. 

Triumph T100
One of the most authentic retros

you can buy, it’s an absolute

steal at just £89 per month

following a £1640 deposit. The

last of the air-cooled Bonnies.

Harley-Davidson Iron 883
If you’re after a serious retro,

street credibility and a relaxed

ride, the Iron is an icon of our

time. At £1590.75 up front, and

£99 per month – it’s also a steal.

Honda CB1100EX
It’s the often-forgotten bike in

the new retro market, but if

you’re after looks, character,

and bullet-proof reliability, this

can be yours for just £1595.47 up

front, and £155 per month. 

Finance deals of the week

£155/month

£89/month

£139/month

£99/month

PCP

PRAISE
BE FOR

Like a great deal? Head to

THE MCN GARAGE P39 

All-weather rider and the voice of racing on UK TV for a decade

‘IWENT EXTREMELY FAST, 
I WAS A VERY SILLY BOY’
Have you always ridden bikes?

No, I only passed my test in 1996, aged

23. I passed it in the sleet and snow, to

beat the licence changes on the first

of January, 1997. Once you passed it

under the old system, you could ride

anything, so I did the whole thing in a

month. Before that, I had only done

some illegal riding down lanes and 

fields as a kid.

What made you start?

There are so many benefits; you can

whizz into town, you can park closer,

you don’t have traffic jams, you go

quicker, you have some fun, and it’s

more economical. There was some

research done by a cycling magazine

a while ago too, about how many days

you’d actually get rained on if you ride

into work every day, and it was only 11

days a year! It’s a bit cold at times, but

there’s always ways around it. I still

have my first pair of winter gloves, and

they’re a bit bulky, but I don’t get cold!

And you went straight from

passing your test to a fully-fledged

sportsbike rider?

My first road bike was a brand-new

P-reg Kawasaki ZX-6R. It was the only 

new vehicle I’ve ever owned – and it

was great. I had it for two or three

years, had a few big moments on it –

then a classic car popped up and it was

the choice between one or the other,

so the bike got the bullet! I did some

trackdays after I’d sold it, though – and

surprised myself, I had so much fun. I’m

lucky to be in a position where people

will invite you along to these things, 

and I could have a fun day out.

But you’re back on two wheels?

Riding relaxes me! I never believed 

those people who said that riding a

Harley across America was relaxing

until I tried it, but just getting out on a

bike is nice. I don’t ride plastic rockets

any more, because it doesn’t relax me.

I’m a bit older and more responsible.

So you’ve grown up a bit?

One day I went extremely fast down a

dual carriageway with someone very

responsible in the MotoGP paddock,

pulled into a fuel station at the end of

it, and spotted the headline on one of

the papers on the forecourt which said: 

‘rider banged up for doing 172mph’.

Let’s just say, I told myself I’d just been 

a very silly boy!

What’s in the garage now?

I like riding adventure bikes these days.

I like them because you can get stuff

in them, go somewhere on them, and

at the end you’re dressed smartly,

not lugging a rucksack with a change

of clothes in it. I’ve got a KTM 1190

Adventure at the minute, and I love 

every minute I’m on it.

Is it your first adventure bike?

I had a 990 Adventure before it, and the

Austrians have fixed every single thing

that was wrong with it with the 1190!

The only problem is I had the chance to

ride a 1290 Super Adventure recently,

and, well, crikey! Martin Brundle

phoned me up to tell me he was riding

one and then he told me afterwards

‘yeah… that’s quick’. You can still have

fun on them too when the mood takes

you. I discovered the other day that a

new Audi RS6 cannot out-accelerate

the Adventure up to 125mph! Those

bikes have gone to 160bhp, and

you have to realise that that’s quite 

powerful.
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mandp.co.uk

01792 22 44 30

Contact M&P Direct

Telesales 01792 22 44 30

Shop Counter 01792 22 44 52

Workshop 01792 22 44 69

Bike Sales 01792 22 44 28

bikesales@mandp.com

Customer Services 01792 22 44 30

customer.services@mandp.com

Please leave your mobile phone number

when ordering to take advantage of

DPD’s flexible delivery service.

* Offer prices for tyre pairs only apply

to orders of one front and one rear.

FREE SHIPPING
MAINLAND UK OVER £50

SECURE PURCHASE
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE

GOT A QUESTION?
WE’RE HAPPY TO HELP!

FAST RETURNS
30 DAYS PEACE OF MIND

TRACK YOUR PARCEL
FROM US TO YOU

WE HAVE OVER

YEARS EXPERIENCE

Prices valid until 14.10.2015

Tech7 Wheel Chock £29.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn5

Front Head Lift Stand £29.99

Muc-Off Bike Cleaner from £9.98 each
mandp.co.uk/mcn4

Oxford Oximiser £17.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn2

Custom Motorcycle Lift

£59.99

mandp.co.uk/mcn6 mandp.co.uk/mcn7 mandp.co.uk/mcn8

mandp.co.uk/mcn9 mandp.co.uk/mcn10 mandp.co.uk/mcn11

Draper Paddock Stands

£14.99 Each

Conti-Motion Tyre Pair Deal

£99.99

Orina Waterproof

Overtrousers

£9.99

Tuzo Arctic Leather Glove £14.99Tuzo Comfort Trousers

£29.99

mandp.co.uk/mcn13

mandp.co.uk/mcn14

mandp.co.uk/mcn15

mandp.co.uk/mcn16

Tuzo Horizon Helmet £29.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn12

Ace Bikes Folding Garage £119.99 Waterproof Bike

Covers

£8.99

Tech ACS Protective Spray £9.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn3

ONeal Rider Boot £99.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn17

Forma Adventure Boot £139.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn18

EVS MX Helmets £39.99
mandp.co.uk/mcn19

Tuzo Frozen Force Thermal Base Layers

Balaclava £8.99 Neck Warmer £9.99 Under Gloves £6.99

Ipone 10.4 5 Litres £19.99

mandp.co.uk/mcn1

Fantastic value
for this semi-
synthetic
10w40
motorcycle oil.

Charge and maintain your
battery throughout the

winter months.

Extremely effective
anti-corrosion spray.
Lubricates, penetrates
and protects.
Displaces moisture
and helps to prevent
rust.

Essential for
any motorcycle
owner. The
best bike wash
around.
5L £15 25
10L £24 98
20L £39 92

Great value bolt down wheel
chock to keep your bike

upright in your garage or
trailer.

Solid, well made
custom bike lift. Shown
here easily supporting a
Harley® V-Rod.

Protect your bike from wind and rain with
this portable folding garage from Ace-Bikes.
Size - L 267 cm x W 101 cm x H 154 cm

Great value waterproof bike covers.
Available in 4 sizes to cover most makes
and models.

All-season
sport touring
tyre. Safe
and reliable
feeback.
Offer is for
120/70 and
190/50 tyre
pair.

Amazing price
for these flip
front motorcycle
helmets.

Comfortable as the
name suggests.
Waterproof riding
trousers with a
thermal lining.
Sizes XS to 10XL.
Short leg available.

Buy any 2 Tuzo
Frozen Force base
layers and get the
cheapest half price.

High
quality
waterproof,
leather, winter
riding gloves.
XS to 3XL.

Waterproof
overtrousers. Knee
length zip makes
these easy to get
on or off in a hurry.

XL to 4XL

Proffessional
quality MX
booots for less
than £100.
Also available in
black.
Euro sizes
39 to 49.

Ride Recommended
adventure boots.
Comfortable, flexible
and ready to tour the
world.
Also available in
Black.
Euro sizes 38 to 49.

Lightweight high
quality MX helmet.
Less than half
price.

Sizes XS to XL.

Paddock stands
from Draper.
Available with
hook or cup
fittings for the
rear; fork
locator fittings
on the front.

Unbeatable
value head lift

stand from
Tech7. Fittings

also supplied
for use as a

rear. 5 pin sizes
cover all makes

except Ducati.

Save

£8.20

Save

£10

Save

£20

Save

£50

Save

£20

Save

£3

Save

£40

Save

Up To

25%

Save

£4

Save

£20

Save

£10

Save

£3

Buy 1

Get 1

Free

Save up

to 35%
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KTM FREERIDE E-SM

K
TM’s Freeride E-SM is not
the world’s first electric
two-wheeler – it’s about 100
years late for that – but it is
the first time an established
firm has launched one that’s

recognisable as a motorcycle. It’s not a
scooter, like BMW’s C Evolution, and it
doesn’t come from a firm with no bik-
ing background, like Zero or Brammo.
It’s also not a concept, prototype or
promise, like Harley’s LiveWire, but
a real, road-legal vehicle that you can
buy now.

Its design is tight and minimal, like
any KTM supermoto. The seat is narrow,

thin and tall, but the long, adjustable,
well-damped WP suspension concedes
to let you put your feet down. It’s in-
credibly slim, and the negligible effort
it takes to support the E-SM between
your legs reveals a staggering lack of
weight. At 108kg it’s lighter than al-
most any 125cc motorcycle, and half a
Kawasaki Versys 650. There’s certainly
no sign of any bloated battery bulk.

On paper, it all looks very promising.
The lithium-ion battery needs less than
90 minutes for a flat-to-full charge
through a regular household socket,
half the time of BMW’s scooter. And if
you want to refresh it faster, the battery
can be removed in less than a minute
(we checked with a stopwatch) and
a fresh one slotted in its place.

The water-cooled motor drives the
rear wheel via a single fixed gear. It
has three riding modes, but there is
no need to use anything other than
full-fat mode 3. In this setting it makes
21bhp, with 31ftlb of torque available
at all revs. With no clutch, no gearbox
and almost no noise the E-SM gives the

‘Factor in the
ten grand-plus
pricetag, and it’s
easy to dismiss
the E-SM – don’t’

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘It’s not a concept, prototype or promise – you can buy it today’

Like the Apple One or Ford 

Model T, is this the machine we 

will look back and say changed 

electric biking? Maybe 

It’s a simple plug-and-play operation to remove the underseat lithium-ion battery

MCN GUEST TESTER
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Harley-Davidson

883 Iron

sensation of accelerating fairly briskly.
It takes three seconds to reach 30mph,
but peaks at a datalogged 56mph.

There are, however, a couple of enor-
mous catches. The first is that the E-SM
doesn’t have a charger built into the
bike. It’s possible to carry the bulky
8kg unit in a backpack, but not prac-
tical. This leaves your range limited
to a short radius around your house.

The second is just how short that
radius is. From a full charge we ran the
battery flat in 18 miles of rural riding.
Limiting it to urban speeds extends the
range, but the E-SM is still only capable 
of brief cross-town hops before need-
ing to head home.

Factor in the ten grand-plus pricetag 
and it’s easy to dismiss the E-SM. Don’t. 

VERDICT

VERDICT

Completely impractical but

deceptively important. Leaves a

rider wanting an electric bike with

a longer range, rather putting

them off the idea altogether.

The 883 Iron looks the part, and

delivers all the Harley street

appeal, but fails to deliver the

engaging ride you’d hope for. The

slow steering and lack of outright

punch left me cold, and many will

be swayed by the affordability of

the new Street 750.

WE LIKE
WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE WE DON’T LIKE

■ It’s a big brand, looks great, rides

well, and it’s light and fun to ride ■ Authentic H-D: style, quality, price

■ The battery range and the price ■ Slow steering, lack of grunt

NEED TO KNOW

How far?

We ran it flat from a full charge within

18 miles, but it all depends how and

where you ride. In a recent test the off-

road version managed several hours.

How much?

Gosh, it’s a bit pricey, isn’t it? At

£10,599 there are a lot of other bikes

that’ll take you further for less – but

this is ground-breaking development,

pricing will improve in years to come.

TECH SPEC

Price (from) £7280

Engine 883cc, V-twin, air-cooled

Power 53bhp @ 5750rpm

Torque 52ftlb @ 3750rpm

Weight 256kg

Capacity 12.5 litres

Seat height 775mm

On sale Now

TECH SPEC

Price £10,599

Engine Liquid-cooled brushless

electric motor

Power 21bhp

Torque 31ftlb

Weight 108kg

Battery capacity 2.6kWh

Seat height 870mm

Frame Steel/aluminium

composite

On sale Now

KTM FREERIDE E-SM

Featherweight Freeride 

E-SM is so simple to ride

If only the 883 Iron 

made you feel as cool 

as it makes you look 

Nice dash, sadly that distance reading is what you’ll see as the battery starts to die

Although there are three riding ‘modes’,

you’ll only ever want number 3

Like most electric bikes the biggest

limiting factor right now is range

By Liam Marsden

MCNWEBPRODUCER

‘The Iron is definitely one for those more 
concerned with form over function’

Before the Street 750, the 883 Iron was 
Harley’s smallest-capacity entry-level 
bike, with its unthreatening 883cc 
engine and compact dimensions mak-
ing it ideal for shorter riders and those 
not completely confident handling 
larger bikes. But has the introduction 
of the Street made the Iron redundant 
in Harley’s Dark Custom range?

As I’m six feet tall the Iron is a small 
bike for me to fold myself onto, espe-
cially with the rearset pegs, which 
bring your knees up quite high. The 
pegs are still fairly low though, lim-
iting lean angle in the corners, and 
also transmitting quite a lot of vibes, 
especially at around 2800rpm.

The 883cc V-twin only produces a 
claimed 52ftlb of torque, and it really 
feels like it lacks punch in the low 
to midrange, which you feel espe-
cially keenly when it comes to over-
takes. Wind the throttle on, and rather 
than being pushed back in the soft, 
plush seat, you’re left wondering why 
you’re still alongside the slow-moving 
car you were trying to pass.

For 2016 Harley have reworked the 
suspension, resulting in a much plusher 
ride. Riding over bumps the suspen-
sion travel feels smooth and controlled. 
Unfortunately the revised suspen-
sion doesn’t have much effect on the 
handling of the bike. Granted the 883 
is in no way designed to handle like a 
sportsbike, but the steering is still on 
the slow side and is less than engag-
ing on our test route in the hills above 
Barcelona. The single front disc does 
an adequate job of bringing the 256kg 

Iron to a halt, and the ABS helps to keep 
things controlled under hard braking.

The Iron is definitely one for those 
more concerned by budget, style, 
physical size or making an entry into 
the Harley family, rather than outright 
cruiser performance or gusto. It looks 
effortlessly cool, but the performance 
is little more than lukewarm.

KTM know that road wheels on an 
electric dirt bike isn’t the limit of elec-
tric motorcycle engineering, just the 
first step on a long road. And crucially 
it puts KTM a step ahead of almost 
every other motorcycle maker. 
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FRANCIS-BARNETT 
FALCON 250

R
evived British brand Francis-
Barnett have added another
bike to their range – a cute
little 250cc retro roadster.
Once again it’s a rebadged
and tweaked Chinese im-

port, but there’s no denying its charm.
The man behind the brand is busi-

nessman Andrew Longfield, who
bought the rights to Francis-Barnett
on eBay for £10,000. “I’m the custodian
of the F-B name and I want to do the
right thing by it,” he told MCN.

The Falcon 250 is based the Sinnis
Retrostar, a basic roadster powered by
a 20bhp 249cc ohc single, with five-
speed gearbox, twin shocks and disc
brakes at both ends.

Given the already retro looks, trans-
forming this Chinese bike into an F-B
hasn’t been that difficult. It’s repainted
in Francis-Barnett silver or Arden
Green, by AJL Motors of Coventry,
which is a nice touch as they’re just 

around the corner from the origi-
nal F-B factory. Kneegrips, Francis-
Barnett badges and a pattern Triumph
Bonneville rear light complete the
cosmetic changes. Avon Distanzias and
Ferodo brake pads are the only other
hardware changes.

Longfield says these changes make
the 250 more affordable than the
125s, whose price was inflated by UK-
sourced alloy rims, stainless spokes

and a handmade downpipe. The 250
costs £3600otr, plus delivery.

On the Road
Not surprisingly, the Falcon feels very
similar to the Sinnis it’s based on, and
for that matter the Herald Classic 250.
You sit highish on a plank-like seat,
with nothing in your view beyond the
wide bars and a lonely looking speedo.

A peak power figure of 20bhp doesn’t 

promise exciting performance, but the
F-B only weighs a claimed 130kg dry,
so it’s lively enough to be entertaining,
winding up to an indicated 65mph in
third gear. Out on big A-roads it will
cruise happily at 65-70 in top, but over
that speed vibes start to come through.

Realistically though this is a bike that
will spend most of its time on twisty
B roads and slipping through town,
and it does all of that very well. Nudge
the wide bars and it tips into corners
easily, while the Distanzias cling on
well. There’s lots of ground clearance
but the footrests don’t fold, which is
worth bearing in mind. The rear shocks
felt stiff with very little damping, but
Longfield says these will be replaced
on production bikes.

The cosmetic changes might not be
many, but they work very well. The
Falcon is a handsome looking bike,
the silver paintwork setting off the
spoked wheels and traditional outline.
Whether you think this is worth £1400
more than a Sinnis Retrostar is for you 
to decide.

‘Nudge the bars 
and it tips in
easily, while
the Distanzias
cling on well’

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘It’s handsome, and lively enough to be entertaining’

Generation gap,

old and new F-Bs

Odo reads in kilometres not miles

Modest single is zippy enough for fun

By Peter Henshaw

MCN ROAD TESTER

TECH SPEC

Price £3600 OTR + delivery

Engine 249cc OHC single

Power 20bhp @ 7500rpm

Weight 130kg (dry)

Capacity 10 litres

Colours Silver, Arden Green

On sale Now

 Contact www.francis-barnett.org

VERDICT
A hefty premium over the Chinese

bike its based on, but the Francis-

Barnett Falcon is a fine looking 

retro with a historic badge. 

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Retro without schmaltz

■ Easy to ride 

■ It’s not quite the real thing

F-B’s glory days
Founded in 1919, Francis-

Barnett is one of the oldest

names in biking. Known to

generations as Fanny-B, its

staple product was two-stroke 

Villiers or AMC-powered

commuters, though it also

saw success in the Scottish

Six Days Trial. Fanny-B were

later swallowed by Associated

Motorcycles, and survived into

the 1960s, when their roadsters

looked increasingly unhip next 

to a Vespa or Lambretta. 
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2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR || 0117 977 0466 || fowlers.co.uk/shop

2013 BRAND NEW

FZ8 FAZER
2014 BRAND NEW

WR250F

HURRY!!
When they’re gone... they’re gone!

YOU
SAVE £1
NOWONLY
MRRP £8,135

£6,699

HURRY!!
When they’re gone... they’re gone!

£
NOWONLY
MRRP £7,399

£5,699
SPECIAL

OFFER!!

MCN
READER
SPECIAL DISCOUNT

15%*
OFF

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

ONLINE*
CODE  MCN15

20%*
OFF

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

IN STORE*
QUOTE MCN20

TM

Plus many 
more!!

*Pictures for illustration purposes only. Prices/offers are subject to change without notification. Discounts only available on clothing and accessories in store or online. Other exclusions may apply. Subject to
availability; while stocks last; no cash alternatives available; excludes any other offers, discounts and GoPro products. Free shipping on orders over £50. Terms & conditions apply. Errors and omissions excepted.

Huge Clothing & Accessories 
Selection!!

YOU
SAVE
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October 2005 Britain builds the world’s best-ever middleweight sportsbike 

Triumph take on t
Japanese… and win

The year was 2005. It had been 21 

years since John Bloor had rescued 

and relaunched the Triumph brand, 

turning it from a fading memory 

into a modern motorcycling force. 

But there was one thing that still 

eluded the Hinckley firm: a sports 

machine that could stand toe-to-

toe with the Japanese competition. 

1997’s T595 (later renamed the 

955i) had been a solid effort but

was too heavy and too slow to truly

compete with the likes of Suzuki’s

GSX-R1000 and Yamaha’s R1. The

smaller-capacity TT600 suffered

from snatchy delivery, while the

Daytona 600/650 was an in-line

four, not the triple that would come 

to define the brand’s unique take on 

biking. Cue the Daytona 675.

Tony Scott ‘When I first heard about 

the Daytona 675, my thoughts went 

all the way back to the 600, which 

was an inline four. I had the privilege of 

working with GP and WSB rider Frankie 

Chili in the south of France, and I put 

him out on one of them. He said, “The

motor’s not so good, but the chassis is

fantastic”. And you could be pretty sure

that he was bang on.’

Dave Lilley ‘When Triumph first

announced they were making the 675

it was probably as exciting as when 

the 595 was first launched in 1997. 

We had in the region of 50 deposits for 

the bike straight away. And that was 

all based on the hype and the snippets 

that people had seen. When they went 

into production we did a Daytona 675 

factory tour, putting on a coach for 

customers who had put down the 

money and even made them t-shirts 

to mark the event!’

Scott ‘The first time I saw the 675 I

was with a friend at a dealership in

Kent, and it was a cardboard cutout.

And he bought it! He bought the bike

based on that cardboard cutout.’

EYEWITNESS Celebrating 60 years
of amazing moments with MCN 

1955-2015

Triumph smoked the 

opposition with its 

all-new Daytona 675
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THE EYEWITNESSES

Dave Lilley

Runs long-running 

dealer Jack Lilley 

Triumph in Ashford

Tony Scott

Promoter of the 

Triumph Triple 

Challenge

Julie White

Owner of eight 

consecutive Daytona 

675s since 2006 
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Fast, grunty and easy to 

ride – it was an instant hit

Even the looks were a 

major step forward

White ‘My husband and I were 

among the people putting down 

deposits when they were first 

announced, so we hadn’t even 

seen it either. When we went 

to Motorcycle Live at the NEC 

in 2005 to see one for the first 

time, I thought, “I don’t like 

it!” I thought it looked ugly. 

Everything in those days was 

round, like the old Gixxers, and 

it felt tiny. My husband said, 

“That’s just tough. We’ve paid 

the deposit. But I’m sure it’ll 

be good, because all Triumphs 

are great”.’

Scott ‘The minute I saw a completed 

model at the factory I was excited. 

The most interesting thing was that 

Triumph had found a niche. Ducati 

make twins, the Japanese make fours 

and now Triumph make triples. The 

overall size of the bike struck me; 

they’d produced this ultra thin, ultra 

lightweight, torquey and rideable bike.’ 

White ‘Once we got the bike home I 

realised that the small size was exactly 

what I’d love about the Triumph 675. I 

had an R1 and the Yamaha felt horrible 

to ride on the road in comparison. The 

Daytona was so light, yet powerful 

too, but you didn’t feel intimidated by 

the riding experience. Triumph had 

sorted out the aerodynamics and the 

ergonomics, and you didn’t have to be 

an absolute idiot to go out on the road 

and enjoy the ride.’ 

Lilley ‘From a dealer point of view it 

was incredibly exciting for something 

that was so cutting edge to come from 

Triumph, and to beat the competition 

straight out of the blocks.’ 

Scott ‘In those days I’d see a number 

of 600s out on the road, and the 

reason why people pushed themselves 

towards 1000s was because they 

wanted the grunt, they wanted the 

torque of the bigger engine – a lazy ride. 

What the 675 did was bring that torque 

and easy riding to the supersports 

class. That was the most important 

thing it did. Thereafter it’s all history 

in terms of what the Triumph’s done 

on the track. I still say it’s one of the 

best 600 road bikes you can buy. You 

can ride a 600, whereas a 1000 will 

probably ride you.’

Lilley ‘I used to ride our demo fleet 

quite a lot in the early days. I absolutely 

loved the Daytona; it was a far better 

bike than I am a rider that’s for sure!’ 

White ‘We’re already on the third 

generation Daytona and they’ve got 

better every time. It really boosted my 

enthusiasm for biking and I don’t think 

I’m alone. We’ve ended up replacing 

them quite frequently (I’ve even got a 

certificate from Triumph proving that 

I’ve owned more than anyone else) 

because we’ve got one that my son 

races, and I’ve also got one just for 

track days. I just love them. Nothing 

else will do.’

The new Dark Custom™ range is here. The Forty-Eight®  

has been refreshed and stripped back to the core whilst 

the Iron 883™ has been redesigned for extra stability  

and comfort. The Street 750 is new to the UK, with plenty 

of Dark Custom style and a liquid-cooled 750cc Revolution X™ 

V-Twin engine.

Take a test ride, and you could win a VIP trip to America to 

design your dream Dark Custom™ Harley®. Then ride it home.

TEST OUR
NEW CREATIONS. 
WIN YOURS.

BOOK YOUR TEST RIDE AT H-D.COM/TESTRIDE

STREET 750 FROM JUST £79 A MONTH 

PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL REPAYMENT. 

BOOK YOUR TEST RIDE NOW. 

Representative Example

ON THE ROAD PRICE £5,795.00

36 MONTHLY REPAYMENTS OF £79.00

FINAL REPAYMENT £3,115.64

DEPOSIT OR PART EXCHANGE £999.00

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CREDIT £4,796.00

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £6,958.64

AGREEMENT DURATION 37 MONTHS

PURCHASE FEE £10.00

INTEREST RATE (FIXED) 9.41%

REPRESENTATIVE APR 9.9% APR

Included In  
Final Repayment

Harley|OWN™(Personal Contract Purchase) is provided by Harley-
Davidson Finance, a trading name of Black Horse Limited. This 
finance offer is only available through Harley-Davidson Finance, St 
William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. Credit is subject 
to status and only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. This 
finance example is correct at time of going to print but may be subject 
to change. Representative example based on 4,000 miles per year.

Terms and conditions apply, please visit www.h-d.eu/terms for full details.
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GLOBE-TROTTING
Adventure bikes may be getting bigger and more technically advanced but from just a couple

USED ADVENTURE BIKE SPECIAL

2008 BMW R1200GS  

Adventure, £8195

Mile muncher and global best-

seller, the boxer-engined GS 

epitomises the adventure bike 

for most riders

1998 Yamaha  

XT225 Serow, £2315 

Small but tough as nails. The little 

XT is perfect for both those enter-

ing the adventure bike world and 

expert riders alike

A
dventure bikes are supposed

to have battle scars. They’re

meant to be a little rough

around the edges; tough, re-

silient, capable of traversing

the globe without a thought and afraid

of nothing – least of all a muddy field.

So it’s curious that manufactur-

ers continue to add weight, complex

electronics and higher price tags to

machines that, logically, should be

cheap to buy, run and repair. Spending

£17,000 on a new adventure bike is a

lovely idea, but it can leave you terri-

fied of dropping it – and make the ex-

perience more ownership than riding. 

Realistically, adventure riders need 

something unintimidating and rugged, 

which can be used for its true purpose. 

This makes buying a used bike an at-

tractive proposition, so long as it’s in 

good nick. Hardcore overland travellers 

reckon adventure bikes that have been 

loved, lavished with functional extras 

and are in good condition are not hard 

to come by, and wise investments for 

the globe-trotting dreamers.

To test the theory, we’re taking four 

used adventure bikes for a run around 

Derbyshire to find out what they’re 

made of, if they really are a good buy, 

and if used is actually the way to go.

MCN STAFF WRITER

Continued over
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 PENNY PINCHERS
      of grand you could snap up a superb secondhand mud-plugging, world-shrinker

The mission
As the adventure-bike market ex-

pands, so do the prices of its bikes. 

But do we have to remortgage the 

house just to buy a bike we’d be 

scared of dropping? Experienced 

overlanders reckon used bikes are 

the best choice, so MCN examines 

four iconic adventure machines.

The riders
Andy Davidson

MCN staff writer

Age 27 Height 5ft 7in

Adventure rider 

and long-distance 

traveller

Bruce Dunn

MCN road tester

Age 49 Height 5ft 7in

Tested almost every 

production bike of 

the last 20 years

Dave Busby

Adventure-bike expert

Age 37 Height 5ft 7in

Stafford Motorcycles 

director. Ridden 

across Africa 

Jo Carter

Adventurer

Age 39 Height 5ft 4in

Rode 13,000 miles  

in South America  

on a Yamaha Serow

1997 Honda XRV750  

Africa Twin, £3595

The old-school Africa Twin is 

the adventure bike benchmark 

for overlanders. As sought after 

today as they were 20 years ago

2004 BMW  

F650 GS, £3495

The mighty R1200GS’s little brother is 

more manageable, lighter, with a lower 

seat height and predictable motor.  

And cheap too 
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The wooden gate swings open to re-
veal a muddy bog. Well, a rather large 
puddle – but it’s still not something
I want to ride the BMW through on
road tyres. Up until now I was feeling 
pretty good about the BMW R1200GS 
Adventure. Railing round back roads, 
swooping through corners and blast-
ing along dual carriageways on the
refined, plush and elegant Beemer is
easy riding. Now, faced with genuine 
off-road muck, I want to swap. This
2008 model is up for £8000 and I don’t
want to be the guy who lobs it.

Lowering my feet to paddle through,
I tip my head to protect my visor as
the Africa Twin ahead blasts through,
back wheel spinning sideways as it
slips on the wet grass. Dave teases
the back end out before yanking the
clutch, pulling the rear back into line
and disappearing over the crest of a

BMW R1200GS 
Adventure

big BM has probably only been used for
touring and commuting. The telltale
signs are the full luggage system and
BMW’s optional electronics package,
including electronic suspension, rider
modes and traction control.

With 18,000 miles on the clock and
seven years under its belt it’s over
£7000 cheaper than a new GS of the
same spec. That’s a great price for such
an iconic machine, even if its sheer size
prevents any serious off-roading un-
less you really know how to handle it.
The boxer makes an outstanding road
bike first and foremost, coupled with
tremendous touring abilities.

But for now I wait by the gate,
watching as the Africa Twin twists
and grunts its way over rough terrain
like an excitable dog let off its leash at
the park, its aftermarket can barking
as it chases down the smaller Serow.

‘An outstanding
road bike first
and foremost,

with tremendous
touring abilities’

Boxer engine is an adventure bike icon

Shaft drive is handy, but can hide faultsGS Adventure’s size makes it easier on road than off it, even next to an Africa Twin

HOWTOBUYONE

Engine 1170cc boxer twin, air-cooled, shaft drive | Power 103bhp

Torque 84ftlb | Weight 229kg | Seat height 850/870mm |Fuel capacity 33lSPEC

THE DEALER VIEW

2008 BMW R1200GS 

Adventure at Stafford Motorcycles

What you get BMW’s ESA electronic 

suspension; Touratech handguards, 

headlight and crash guards; full 

luggage system. Full service history.

Watch out for Electronics and 

corrosion. Magnetic fuel gauge strip in 

the tank can fail. Check final drive, rear 

wheel bearings and clutch as they are 

costly to replace.

Dave Busby says “It’s a well-loved 

machine, but it’s too big to do serious 

off-roading. It’s a great touring and 

road bike. If you’re looking to go round 

the world then give it a thorough check 

for electrical issues, and expect them.”

£8195

Comfort, incredible ride 

quality and a 33-litre tank.

It’s not so keen on mud, but 

the GSA is a mighty tourer

hill. He’s followed in hot pursuit by 
the little Yamaha XT225 Serow and 
BMW F650GS, but not me.

Despite all of the Beemer’s off-road 
extras, like Touratech guards and a 
large sidestand plate, it doesn’t look 
like it’s seen anything more challeng-
ing than a wet dual carriageway. The 
engine casings and guards are spotless 
and there’s not even a single scuff on 
its shiny crash bars, which means the 
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O General
The BMW F650GS engine 

paint has flaked a little and 

there is some very light 

corrosion. But that’s not a 

problem because it’s honest. 

Someone hasn’t tried to cover 

it up with a bad paint job. It’s 

to be expected on most bikes 

that have done a few miles so 

don’t be put off by it.

O Chain
Check the chain and sprocket 

for the teeth, make sure 

they’re not too pointed and the 

chain isn’t rattling and moving 

from side to side. You can get 

a good idea of how a bike has 

been treated by the condition 

of the chain. 

O Suspension
Check the fork seals by 

pushing the handlebars 

down a couple of times and 

compressing the forks, then 

wipe the fork stanchions and 

check no fork oil is present. 

If there is, then fork seals 

need to be replaced. Check 

the rear shock by pushing 

the back end down from the 

rear, the shock should provide 

damping in compression and 

return/rebound. Any bouncy or 

springy action could indicate 

the shock needs a service. 

O Wheels
Check the wheel spokes 

condition; they should all 

be intact and tight. Tyres 

are important, check their 

condition and that there 

is reasonable mileage left in 

them. But also check the tyres’ 

suitability for the riding you 

intend to do and make sure 

you are aware of the tyres’ 

suitability for your needs. 

O Paperwork
Check recent MoT paperwork, 

whether it’s current is 

important, but check for 

advisories listed such as tyres 

worn near to limit, or brake 

performance/pad wear etc. 

Then ask or check with the 

owner if any of these were 

rectified. Also, collect all 

service receipts and history.

O Accessories
Adventure bike owners like 

accessories, which can 

often be a good thing as the 

accumulated price of these 

items doesn’t get reflected 

in the bike’s price. Ideally 

you want any standard parts 

that these accessories have 

replaced too. For example, 

the loud aftermarket exhaust 

sounds fantastic, but could fail 

future MoT tests.

QUICK TIPS

BUYING USED
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Yamaha XT225 Serow
I jump on the little XT Serow, dump

the clutch, let the rear break trac-

tion and feel my helmet cheek pads

tighten. I can’t contain my smile,

thanks mainly to the little Yam’s

modest 20bhp. But its paltry power

output doesn’t matter, it only dares

us to squeeze every last drop of go

from the air-cooled single. It makes

gliding round corners as the back

tyre tries to slip away one of life’s

most exquisite pleasures. The only

downside is that every gravel track

or byway sign become serious dis-

tractions from the tarmac. It begs

to be taken off road.

The Serow (named after an Asian

mountain goat and never officially

imported into the UK) is an incred-

ibly forgiving machine and exactly

what an adventure bike should be:

functional, flexible and manage-

able, ready to fill any rider with the

confidence to tackle the unknown.

While the plush GS insulates the

rider from the ground with clever

suspension and bags of electronics,

the little single offers a real con-

nection with the terrain.

Jo rode 13,000 miles on this

Serow through South America and

reckons it never missed a beat in

four years of ownership, praising

its 100mpg economy, light weight

and mechanical simplicity. The

bike’s still in excellent condition

and has had just enough modi-

fications to see Jo through South

America, including extra-wide

footpegs, mounts for a removable

centre-stand and a luggage rack.

Just £2315 is virtually pennies for

a proper, rugged adventure ma-

chine that will go anywhere and 

do anything you ask of it. 

‘Its paltry power
only dares us to
squeeze every
last drop of go 
from the air-
cooled single’

Serow’s valve layout is like a heaving

nightclub’s door policy: one in, one out 

Snail cam chain adjuster typifies the

Serow’s hardy, simple, effective design 

HOWTOBUYONE

THE DEALER VIEW

1998 Yamaha XT225

Serow, at Stafford Motorcycles

What you get Luggage rack,

handmade oversize footpegs, padded

seat, homemade centrestand fixings.

Full service history included.

Watch out for Piston rings can wear

out on really high-mileage singles, but

that’s very rare. Check the front forks

and the clutch. Otherwise, there’s not

a lot that can go wrong with them.

Dave Busby says “The Serow is a

hardcore adventure rider’s favourite.

It’s for those who are looking to go way

off the beaten track. Low seat height,

lightweight, you can work on them

anywhere and they suit any rider.”

Engine 223cc single, air-cooled, chain drive | Power 20bhp | Torque 14ftlb

Weight 108kg |Seat height 810mm |Fuel capacity 8.7lSPEC

£2315
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RRP £90.72 each

As used by
Josh Brookes
Milwauekee
Yamaha

www.bandcexpress.co.uk

RENTHAL ROAD LEVER ALLOWS
THE BLADE TO DISLOCATE
DURING A CRASH THEN EASILY
POP BACK INTO PLACE
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While the R1200GS is big, powerful
and luxurious, the F650GS is smaller,
lighter, more manageable and easier
to ride. But like the big GS, our F650
doesn’t look like it’s been off road ei-
ther. There are no nicks or scratches,
but there is a bit of corrosion evident on
the engine casing where the paint has
peeled – an issue BMWs are known for.

It comes with touring extras like an
extended MRA screen, full Givi lug-
gage and a centrestand. It looks like
the single-cylinder Beemer has com-
pleted its 1500-miles-a-year average
on tarmac as a commuter bike, which
makes sense as that’s what they’re good
at. The F650GS has a low, comfy seat,
and the bikes are also cheaper than the
bigger twins, simple to maintain and
unbelievably easy to ride.

The only negative is that the baby
GS’s single-cylinder motor is relatively
breathless. You have to continually
make sure you’re in the right gear,
otherwise it feels juddery low down.
There’s no point trying to hunt down
the R1200GS or Africa Twin on the baby
Beemer – it simply wants to hang back 
and do its own thing.

THE EXPERTS

Honda Africa Twin

Yamaha XT225
Serow

BMW R1200GS
and F650GS

What if it’s been
ridden off-road?

Dave Busby

Stafford Motorcycles

Riding, buying and selling

Africa Twins for 20 years.

Lois Pryce

Adventure travel expert

Rode 20,000 miles across

the Americas on a Serow.

Evan Davies

Mechanic

BMW Off-Road School

and Dakar mechanic.

“The Africa Twin is versatile. It has

plenty of midrange, it’s fantastic

on fuel, they’re indestructible,

excellent build quality and all

parts are still available. You can

commute, overland, off-road and

cover huge mileage on these bikes.

A lack of technology and its robust

nature means it can be worked

on anywhere in the world. I’ve

ridden about 25,000 miles through

North Africa on Africa Twins and I 

wouldn’t go on anything else.”

“The Serow is a tough, robust and

relentless little machine. I rode

mine from Alaska to Argentina and

it coped admirably with every kind

of terrain – and every litre of dodgy

petrol. Its other benefit is that as a

simple, air-cooled, single-cylinder

trail machine, there is very little

to go wrong. And, if it does, any

mechanic can fix it – or you can do

it yourself. No computers required!”

“Both BMWs have become wildly

popular bikes, which means

there’s a vast amount of parts and

accessories available. You can

buy approved used bikes with a

warranty through BMW dealers if

you’re worried. Both bikes are very

reliable, as long as you keep up with

the servicing. Of the two, the 650

is the more reliable because of its

old-school engineering. They’re

solid and just don’t break – it’s hard 

to make them go bang or fail.”

Dave Busby “A used bike that has

been off-road is not necessarily a

problem. If it’s an R1200GS and

the final drive has been flooded,

then water and grit can damage the

bearings in the rear axle. You’ll have

to test ride the bike and listen for a

whining noise. A chain-driven bike

won’t have this problem. The more

mechanical a bike is, the more

potential it has to go wrong. And

if the bike has been off-road, that

should be reflected in the price.”

BMW
F650GS

THE DEALER VIEW

2004 BMW F650GS

at Stafford Motorcycles

‘Cheaper than
big twins, simple
to maintain and

unbelievably
easy to ride’

One cylinder, two exhaust cansEngine bars could save costly damage Underseat fuel tank carries weight low

HOW TO BUYONE

Low seat height

makes the F650GS a

popular commuter

Engine 652cc single, liquid-cooled, chain drive | Power 50bhp |Torque 44ftlb 

Weight 191kg | Seat height 780mm |Fuel capacity 17.3lSPEC

What you get Full Givi luggage

system, centrestand, MRA screen,

LED tail light, engine bars. Owners

and service manuals included.

Watch out for The F650 suffers from

corrosion, so spend time checking for

rust. Fuel injectors can fail, so make

sure the bike isn’t misfiring.

Dave Busby says “A fantastic touring

commuter bike, low seat height and a

good all-rounder. Downside is it’s a bit 

of a sedate and plain bike to ride.”

£3495
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Dark H�se

* Promotional warranty valid for all
2014 and 2015 Indian® Motorcycles
sold in Europe. Specific details apply.
See your dealer for more details.

AMERICAN BEAUTIES

£600 Credit Voucher for Indian Motorcycle Accessories or Apparel
when you purchase a 2015 Indian Dark Horse, Chief,Vintage or 
Chieftain – Contact your dealer for more information.

£600 ACCESSORY VOUCHER
*

 LOW RATE FINANCE
*

 5 YEAR WARRANTY
*

Honda XRV750 Africa Twin
I don’t understand how Bruce is

edging away from me on a 1997

Africa Twin. He rides around each

corner at speed, seemingly forget-

ting he’s on something built nearly

two decades ago. I bide my time until

the petrol stop and then make my

move and snatch the key. As I settle

into the cockpit with more dials,

switches, trip computers and gauges

than a small aircraft I realise that

there’s a lot more to this big twin

than meets the eye.

It growls into life and surges for-

ward as I release the sleek, short cut

levers. The aftermarket pipe sounds

immense. As I throw the twin into

the twists it remains surprisingly

tight and composed for an older

bike, the suspension set-up is near-

perfect. Underneath its robust and

dogged exterior lies an exception-

ally well maintained machine with

fully adjustable Wilbers suspension,

front and rear. The Africa Twin is

purposeful, all its components and

extras are there for a reason and eve-

rything does  a job. It’s dripping in

testosterone and about £1200 worth

of carefully thought out accessories

to make it the ultimate adventure

bike. The standard 17in rear wheel

has been replaced with an 18in for

taller gearing and better fuel econ-

omy. The homemade sumpguard,

Touratech extras, crash protection

and long list of parts are enough to

make an adventurer’s mouth wa-

ter in the Sahara. But despite the

additions it still has a basic, raw

feel. It’s unintimidating and

can be worked on anywhere

from Dover to Mongolia.

It’s is one of the ultimate

adventure bikes, 20 years

after Honda stopped pro-

duction they’re still 

going strong as

practical, long

distance ad-

v e n t u r e

bikes with

p r o p e r

off-road

credibility

for £3500. 

HOWTOBUYONE

THE DEALER VIEW

1997 Honda Africa

Twin, at Stafford Motorcycles

What you get Touratech single seat

and rack, risers, handguards, touring

screen, footpegs, 18in rear wheel

conversion, crash protection, Wilbers

suspension. Full service history.

Watch out for The fuel pump; it’s a

£45 fix and it only fails when there’s no

liquid in it, which happens by forgetting

to turn the fuel tap to on. Reliability

wise there are no problems.

Dave Busby says “The ultimate

adventure bike. Everyone’s realised

what a practical, fantastic, long

distance adventure bike they are, with 

off-road capabilities.”

Engine: 742cc, liquid-cooled, V-twin, chain drive | Power: 62bhp |

Torque:46ftlb |Weight: 218kg | Seat height: 860mm | Fuel capacity: 3lSPEC

£3595

Buy used
and don’t
fear the dirt
Adventure bikes don’t need to be

complex, but the current market

has pushed them that way by

adding extra weight and electronic 

packages. Serious adventure

bikes need to be easy to work

on anywhere with the ability to

traverse the globe and whack

through mud without worrying

about crash damage and repair

bills. The depreciation of a brand

new bike after it’s been used off-

road will be staggering and you’ll

no doubt end up avoiding trails

and rough terrain to preserve

its condition. So there’s no point 

ANDY DAVIDSON MCN TESTER

VERDICT

Stafford Motorcycles for loaning

us the bikes, and their expert

insight. All the bikes here are for

sale: staffordmotorcycles.co.uk

THANKS TO

‘You end up not
taking new bikes 

off road’
spending a fortune on a new bike.

Save the money and buy a reliable

much-loved second-hander from

a reputable dealer. It will no doubt

come fitted with adventure bobbins

and the fortune you save on doing

it up and the difference between

a new model will pay for your trip.

Our four test bikes have a few battle

scars, but have been well looked

after. We’d pick one of these for a 

round-the-world trip any day. 

Old-school dash still does the job

Headlight guard is a wise addition
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Need an antidote for the speed and seriousness of modern life? Try a weekend
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on the utterly bonkers Red Bull Alpenbrevet rally in Switzerland

MADNESS

T
he needle on the minis-

cule speedo is stuck firmly 

at 15kmh. It’s been there 

for at least 15 minutes as I 

ascend this steep switch-

back in the Swiss Alps near  

Lugano. It’s not frustrat-

ing, it’s hilarious. Although it might 

be hilarious because I’ve been inhaling 

thick two-stroke fumes all day. Even 

if I pedal furiously – my legs a blur like 

a cartoon – the needle doesn’t budge.

WEB PRODUCER

Continued over

#MCNwednesday

FEATURES 27  BUYING & 
SELLING SPORTGARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES September  30   2015



www.motorcyclenews.com

28  September  30   2015

‘I can’t remember
 the last time I 

laughed so much 
on two wheels’

Dani Pedrosa’s training 

programme revealed: 

Hiding in plain sight behind 

a pair of mirrored shades 

The battle for the lead took forever Liam’s not keen on Andy’s sausage

Those MotoGP boys 

have got something to 

learn from our start

Fancy dress policeman pulls us over for some fancy dress speeding tickets

Liam takes the inside line at frightening speed, supermoto-style, passing Andy

Yes, pedal. This is the sixth Red 
Bull Alpenbrevet, a Swiss road rally 
specifically for mopeds. The 80-mile 
course winds through the Swiss and 
Italian Alps, up mountains that take 
longer to ascend than it takes to cook a 
Sunday dinner, down the other side and 
around picture-perfect Alpine lakes.

Somehow, despite my laughable 
ascent speed, I’ve managed to pull 
away completely from Andy, who’s 
on an identical Tomos Classic XL 45 
(available in the UK, if you’d like one 
for the commute) and photographer 
James, who is on the ‘sport’ model. 

Fully resigned to my 15kmh ceil-
ing, I stop pedalling and just sit there, 
throttle pinned, in a half-arsed racing 
crouch, waiting for the gradient to 
flatten out just a little. Suddenly I’m 
shunted forward, and the needle rises 
a little closer to the big 20. A fellow 

Alpenbrevet rider has taken pity and 
given me a shove with his right boot 
up the hill. We continue up the hill 
together for a little while as comrades, 
before he gets bored with the slow pace 
and clears off. I don’t blame him.

If the uphill marathons are slow to 
the point of hysterical insanity, the 
downhills are the opposite. Pulling 
out of a sun-baked layby somewhere 
in Italy with a fistful of throttle it 
quickly becomes a game of who dares 
to not let go. There are no sharp bends 
to start with, and the speedo rises 
all the way to a meteoric 45kmh – 
almost 30mph! At these speeds the little 
Tomos mopeds vibrate like bumblebees 
– every part threatening to shake 
free of its mooring. But we don’t shut 
off. You never shut off.

Approaching the first hairpin is 
a tense affair as we only have drum 

brakes to slow our, by now frantic, 
progress. We peel in with the inside 
pedal lifted to stop premature scrapes 
and inside feet out supermoto-style 
as the centrestands gouge the road. 
A couple of corners down the moun-
tain some Italians have stopped for a 
break and give out a big cheer as we 
roll round the corner, scraping stands 
making a racket that echoes through 
the valley. Rounding the last corner 
before entering a sleepy, picturesque 
village, Andy forgets to lift his inside 
pedal. It touches down, throws in the 
towel and bounces up the road.

Later in the day my left pedal also 
ejects itself, although I’m stood up 
pedalling at the time, and the sudden 
imbalance in the loss of a pedal on the 
downstroke sees me veer across the 
road towards a wall. Luckily I manage 
to reattach mine.
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*Up to a value of £750

5 YEARS
FREE
SERVICING*

LOW RATE
FINANCE*

5 YEAR
WARRANTY*

Promotional 5 year warranty is valid for all 2014 & 2015 Victory®
motorcycles sold in Europe. Specifi c conditions apply. Please see 
your dealer for details. 
*Terms and conditions apply, while stocks last. Until Dec 31st 2015

NOW THAT’S

PERFORMANCE!

VICTORYMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK

ALL 2015  CRUISERS, BAGGERS AND 

TOURERS*  - WHILE STOCKS LAST! 

TOMOS CLASSIC

XL 45, £1395

Engine: 49cc, air-cooled, 

two-stroke, chain-drive, 

automatic, two gears

Suspension: hydraulic fork

(f) twin shocks (r)

Brakes: 105mm drums 

front and rear

Weight: 57kg

Fuel capacity: 4 litres

Seat height: 780mm

Claimed mpg: 110

Contact: tomosgb.com

Daniel Geissmann is the ‘brains’ 

behind the Red Bull Alpenbrevet, 

but why bother organising a rally 

for machinery that struggles to 

top 15mph uphill?

“This is the sixth event. When 

we started we had 800 people

enter but this year we had 1200.

It’s all because people love these

little bikes. There are events for

everyone in Switzerland – except

for these guys, so having their

own thing is a big deal. There’s a

fantastic atmosphere and there’s a

real sense of togetherness.

“A lot of rallies revolve around

expensive vehicles, but anyone

can buy a moped and enjoy this.

We’ll be upping the numbers again

next year. It will only cost around

£20 to enter and all you need to

bring is a moped (with pedals).”

THE MAN BEHIND 
THE MADNESS

Moped ‘man-turbo’ kicks in on the hills

Open to all ages, and states of sanity 

Slight cosmetic modifications, not thought to enhance moped performance

‘Morning. Lovely day for a ride,’ said the caveman wearing his dinner as a helmet

TECH SPEC

Unfortunately the weather decides 
to shake things up a bit as the heav-
ens open and rain drops from the sky,  
stinging our faces, even at 35kmh. In 
true Brits aboard fashion we haven’t 
packed any waterproofs. Andy takes 
the lead and opts to dive into a coffee 
shop to warm up and dry off. 

If this was a normal rally, such 
weak-willed behaviour would wreck 
any chances of victory, but the 
Alpenbrevet is far from what anyone 
would call normal. The winner is 
the rider who finishes closest to the 
average time of all competitors – there 
are no prizes for getting back first – a 
system in-keeping with the laid-back 
nature of the entire event.

Our Tomos peds are the most stand-
ard of the 1200 taking part. There’s a 
moped dressed up as a Red Bull can, one 
with a sidecar, an entire crew of cafe 

racer mopeds complete with white 
wall tyres and peanut tanks. There 
are some seriously fast machines, too. 
Several riders breeze past us on the 
uphills with ease. They even have to 
shut off when they get to the corners.

Ten hours and 80 miles of inhaled 
two-stroke fumes later, we return 
the cheap and cheerful mopeds back 
to the rental tent in the lakeside city 
of Lugano, where this mammoth 
journey began what seems an age ago. 
Centrestands and pedals are scraped, 
numberplates bent, and one, of course, 
has only a single pedal.

We’ve been rained on, endured the 
world’s longest and slowest ascents 
and been overtaken by a mountain 
biker. And you know what? I can’t 
remember the last time I laughed so 
much on two wheels (we’ll stop short 
of calling it a motorcycle).



www.motorcyclenews.com

30  September 30   2015
M

Y
K

E
L

 N
IC

O
L

A
O

U

Once the mainstay of manufacturers’  ranges, 
sports-tourers have gradually slid from our 
affections – can BMW’s RS reignite the spark?

BMW R1200RS v TRIUMPH SPRINT GT
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The mission

The Bikes

A 750-mile return journey to Wales 

to determine not only the best bike 

on the day between the ageing 

 legend and the digital whizzkid, 

but also to find out whether  

the class as a whole is past its best.

Triumph Sprint  GT SE £9149

The venerable Sprint has been 

around since Jesus was a lad.  

Now bloated by massive luggage 

and dulled by time, it’s still huge 

value for money.

BMW R1200RS Sport SE £12,915

The newest arrival in the sports-

tourer class, the RS combines 

arcane-looking engine technology 

with incredible electronics. 

The riders
Michael Guy 

MCN Sports Editor

Age 43 Height 5ft 10in

CV Adventure bike 

fan, ex-racer and  

major mile muncher

Rupert Paul 

MCN Contributor

Age 53 Height 5ft 9in

CV Edits MCN Sport 

magazine, former  

PB editor

MCN SPORTS EDITOR AND  MCN CONTRIBUTOR

I
f you define biking as the joy 
of speed and corners versus the 
ceaseless battle with comfort and 
the elements, then you’re a natural 
fit for a sports-tourer. And you’re 

not alone. Over the past two or three 
decades, most riders have fallen into 
this camp at some point. It’s just what 
they’ve done about it that’s changed.

The idea is simple enough: a bike 
that can whisk you from your home 
to Calais then down for a thrash across 
the Alps, and back again in comfort.

But sporty performance requires 
stiff suspension, fast turning and light 
weight. Comfort implies the exact 
opposite. Balancing the two to make 
a sexy and versatile motorcycle has 
been a major preoccupation for the 
world’s top bike factories for 30 years. 
Their efforts peaked in the 1990s, then 
tailed off as riders extracted the same 
fun and functionality out of the new
breed of adventure bikes.

That’s why BMW’s new-for-2015 
R1200RS is so interesting. It uses ad-
vanced electronics (rather than soft 
springs and sheer mass) to take the 
strain off the rider; its flat-twin engine 
is far from lithe, but ride-by-wire lets 
it purr like a kitten or crackle like a 
motocrosser at the whim of the rider’s 
wrist. BMW’s electronic suspension is 
also so advanced that it regards every 
bump of your journey as a special case 
– while you don’t even feel them.

At the other end of the spectrum is 
the long-term class standard, the Sprint 
GT. Hugely praised when launched in 
2005, the ST got a modest update in 
2010 to become the GT, and now – in 
SE trim – comes with a huge three-
piece hard luggage system. But it’s still 
an old-school motorcycle with its feet 
firmly planted in the pre-electronic era.

Forcing them to share the tarmac 
poses two questions: can the Triumph’s 
matronly charms stand up to the BMW’s 
tech assault, and can the experience 
tempt us back from adventure bikes?

 CLASS
Continued over



‘Combine the ST’s
girth and length

and it appears far
more touring
than sports’
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Sharp styling details scream 2015

Everything you need within easy reach

Dynamically assisted Brembos are strong

Softer lines, but still great build quality

Switchgear is solid, but showing its age

Luggage is voluminous, but very heavy

Triumph may be leading here, but is less confidence-inspiring in tough stuff at low speed

Up close

BMW R1200RS v TRIUMPH SPRINT GT

While we may not have hopped the 
Channel and blasted down to the Alps, 
our 750-mile round trip from MCN 
HQ in Peterborough to Wales’ wild 
Pembrokeshire coast gave us ample 
opportunity to see if these fast tour-
ers live up to their brief. From a sod-
den M4 to fast undulating A-roads, 
nadgery single-track coastal roads and 
a frustrating dose of town and traffic 
riding, our test had it all.

The Triumph is a ten year-old base 
design and to say that it’s showing its 
age would be an understatement – it’s a 
rolling illustration of just how far bikes 
have moved on over the past decade. 
But to be fair to the Triumphosaurus, 
it’s not billed as the latest and greatest 
in class, and it’s good enough to still 
boast a loyal global fanbase.

The sheer physical size of the Sprint 
GT can’t be ignored, and it’s com-

pounded by the addition of fat factory 
panniers and gigantic topbox that 
now come as standard fit on the SE. 
Combine its girth with its length, and 
it appears far more touring than sports. 

The ergonomics when sat on the bike 
are another clear indication of how 
things have progressed. The distance 
between footrest and seat is a massive 
three inches shorter than the BMW, 
meaning your knees are well bent; it 
feels odd to be cramped on such a big 
bike. Add this to the fact that it’s a real 
stretch to the bars and you find yourself 
arching your back as you reach forward, 
also putting noticeable weight on your 
wrists. It’s not the ergonomic package 
you’d expect from a bike designed to 
chew big miles. The clutch would give 
a weightlifter arm pump, too. 

There are no rider modes, power set-
tings or traction control, in complete 

contrast to the electronics-laden BMW 
– tested here in Sport SE trim. But the 
truth is that the Triumph doesn’t need 
them because the engine is so sweet, 
controllable and predictable. Okay, it’s 
not the most engaging engine in pro-
duction but it rewards clean input with 
solid output. It revs slowly compared 
to Triumph’s latest motors, but fuels 
well throughout the rev range and the 

throttle connection is good. It picks up 
speed quickly enough on its old-school 
analogue speedo, yet there is no real 
urgency, irrespective of where you are 
in the rev range. It’s also very highly 
geared, which the motor handles with 
ease and gives the huge benefit of mak-
ing motorway work calm and sedate. 

From the rider’s seat the Sprint feels 
long and flat, with narrow bars tuck-
ing neatly behind the well-built fair-
ing. But that narrowness robs you 
of leverage to get the big Triumph to 
turn. Pulling away and at slow speeds, 
especially with the luggage in place, it 
feels ponderous and oddly unstable. As 
soon as you go beyond walking pace 
this improves, but it still seems to do 
everything on its terms. Yes, it will hold 
a line, but you have to be exceptionally 
smooth with your inputs; you can’t 
hustle it in any way and even without 

The BMW has long 

disappeared into 

the distance...

‘In terms of dash 
layout, switchgear 

and gadgets 
the BMW is in a 

class of one’

BMW

TRIUMPH
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full luggage and a pillion it feels like it’s 
sitting down at the back, robbing you 
of any connection to the front wheel. 
Removing the luggage makes a marked 
improvement to low-speed stability 
and cornering (panniers weigh 5.5kg 
each side, the topbox is 9.5kg), but the 
overwhelming feeling of needing more 
weight over the front wheel persists. 

While the Sprint harks from a dif-
ferent era, there are many redeeming 
features. The engine may not be ultra 
exciting, but it delivers a sweet com-
bination of speed, refinement and 
long-leggedness. Build quality is also 
good and the design pleasingly clean 
and uncluttered. The luggage design 
has also been well thought-out: the 
topbox features a 12v power socket, 
while the pannier system hangs rather 
than clasps, using a suspension system 
to allow controlled movement.

Generation game
If the Triumph represents the past, 
BMW’s R1200RS is the perfect em-
bodiment of the here and now. The 
water-cooled generation of BMW’s 
90-year-refined boxer-twin is a great 
engine, but it is also flawed – only able 
to excel thanks to the glut of electronics 
that influence every part of the bike.

Putting the engine to one side for a 
moment, the RS is at the cutting edge 
of motorcycle design, bringing fea-
tures and technology to the masses 
that have previously been the reserve 
of superbike exotica. It’s fully-loaded 
in every area, from traction control, 
to rider modes, anti-wheelie, quick-
shifter, auto-blipper for downshifts and 
electronic suspension that constantly 
reads the road conditions and rider in-
puts. Purists and Sprint ST owners may 
think these unnecessary gimmicks, 

but in reality the systems work with 
staggering efficiency, making the RS 
a great place to be.

BMW have a habit of getting the er-
gonomics of their bikes right – their 
flagship GS remains a big mile bench-
mark for anything outside the pure 
touring category, and the RS achieves a 
similar trick. There’s plenty of legroom, 
which gives your knees an easy time, 
and you’re much more upright than 
on the Triumph. It still has the taste 
of a sportsbike though with the rider’s 
bodyweight always canted toward the 
front wheel. It’s more comfortable on 
the upper body, but numb bum sets in 
quicker on the BM than it does on the 
plush-seated Triumph.

In terms of dash layout, switchgear 
and gadgets the BMW is in a class of one. 
The large electronic dash runs alongside 
Continued over

Thirty-five years ago biking was 

like a sweet shop with two jars: 

One marked ‘Naked bikes’ – think 

Yamaha XS1100 and Suzuki 

GS1000; the other was ‘Cruisers’ – 

which really meant Harley.

A handful of loonies bought the 

proto-sportsbikes of the period 

(Bimota KB2, Ducati Pantah) or 

BMW’s odd new R80G/S. The 

closest you got to a do-it-all was 

BMW’s brilliant-if-beardy R100RS.

The first sign of a bike that could 

breeze 200 motorway miles and 

go round corners was Yamaha’s 

1984 FJ1100. Its trick perimeter 

frame and huge grunt were wildly 

popular. Within four years Honda 

(VF1100F, CB1000F), Suzuki 

(GSX1100F) and Kawasaki (ZX-10) 

had their own versions and the 

class was up and running.

By 1999 sports touring was

so mainstream every big bike 

factory, except Cagiva and Harley, 

had a finger in the pie. Remember 

the Aprilia Falco? The ’90s also 

saw the BMW R1100RS, Buell 

Thunderbolt, Ducati ST2 and ST4, 

Honda VFR800 and Blackbird, 

Kawasaki ZZ-R1100, Suzuki 

RF900, GSF1200S and Hayabusa, 

Triumph Sprint ST, Yamaha 

Thunderace and TDM850 arrive.

The boom carried into the 21st 

Century but didn’t last; BMW’s 

weirdo R80G/S had finally got into 

its stride, and we realised that 

adventure bikes were sports-

tourers with more comfort, 

luggage capacity and character.

Was there ever a definition 

of a sports tourer? Not really. 

The FJ1100 is still going strong 

disguised as the FJR1300, 

except now it’s known as a tourer. 

Goalposts move. That’s life.

How times 
have changed

For a 236kg machine, the 

BMW is surprisingly lithe 

and nimble when hustled

Removing the luggage makes 

the Sprint GT SE sharper, but 

it still can’t touch the BMW

Was there ever 
a defi nition of a 
sports-tourer? 

Not really...
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‘Time tells the winner’
There is only one winner here. The

Triumph is a solid machine, but is

comprehensively outgunned by

the thoroughly modern BMW. The

RS does everything better and

delivers the excitement and fun that

motorcycling should embody. But

the BMW loses in the affordability

stakes: at £11,065 for the base

model, and £12,915 for the SE

variant we tested (not including

satnav) it costs dramatically more

than the £9149 Triumph – which

benefits from full luggage, too.

We also wanted to ascertain the

health of the class as a whole, and

I’m struggling to see how a sports-

tourer can hold its own against the

latest generation of adventure bikes

such as the road-focused Ducati

Multistrada or BMW’s own S1000XR.

They are more comfortable, just

as well equipped, and carry more

luggage. Moreover, the latest

adventure-sports bikes handle just

as well, if not better. Style aside, it’s

hard to think of a reason to choose 

one of these over one of those.

MICHAEL GUY SPORTS EDITOR

VERDICT

BMW R1200RS £12,915

Engine: 1170cc, liquid-cooled, 8v boxer-twin, 

DOHC. Six gears. Electronic fuel injection

Electronic aids: ABS, traction control, 

anti- wheelie, engine riding modes,

quickshifter, autoblipper, Dynamic ESA

Power: 125bhp @ 7750rpm

Torque: 92.2ftlb @ 6500rpm

Tested mpg: 48.2mpg

Chassis: Two-section frame, front- and

bolted-on rear frame, load-bearing engine

Front suspension: Inverted 45mm fork

Rear suspension: BMW Motorrad EVO 

Paralever with Dynamic ESA

Wet weight: 236kg

Front brake: Twin 320 mm discs, radial 

mounted four-piston calipers

TRIUMPH SPRINT GT SE £9149

Engine: 1050cc, liquid-cooled 12v DOHC triple. 

Six gears. Electronic fuel injection

Electronic aids: ABS

Power: 128bhp @ 9200rpm

Torque: 79.65ftlb @ 6300rpm

Tested mpg: 46.4mpg

Chassis: Aluminium beam perimeter frame

Front suspension: Showa 43mm forks, 

adjustable preload

Rear suspension: Showa monoshock,

adjustable rebound damping and preload

Wet weight: 268kg (excluding luggage)

Front brake: Twin 320 mm floating discs,

Nissin four-piston calipers Rear brake: Single 

255 mm disc, Nissin two-piston caliper

Rear brake: Single 276mm floating disc, 

two-piston caliper

Fuel capacity: 18 litres

Seat height: Adjustable 760mm to 840mm

PCP QUOTE

Deposit £2630

36 monthly payments of £109

Final payment £7370

Fuel capacity: 20 litres

Seat height: 830mm

PCP QUOTE

Deposit £ 2150.70

36 monthly payments of £119

Final payment £4391
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The Sprint and RS are handsome

rather than beautiful machines

an old school analogue speedo,
which is practically obsolete given
that you can display your speed
digitally if you want. From the
comfortable riding position you
can adjust everything through
an intuitive menu system. It’s a
world away from the Triumph.

Helped by the neutral riding
position, the RS is extremely well
balanced at slow speed. Its low
centre of gravity – thanks to its
huge and heavy cylinder heads
sticking out the sides – is a big
help. While the architecture of the
motor itself is technically flawed
due to it’s shape, mass and ability to
rev, it still delivers the goods, in part
thanks to its sublime fuelling. Twist-
ing the throttle gives instant results
and the way the power is generated
gives excellent mechanical grip and
the confidence to ride hard.

The fuelling is near-perfect both
on and off the throttle, allowing
for swift progress. You don’t gain
by hitting the redline either, it’s far
happier short-shifting with its swell

of torque. The power char-
acter and engagement are
taken to another level by
the supple chassis and oh-
so-clever suspension and
rider aids. When pushing
on, on bumpy undulating
roads you really get to un-
derstand just how much
the RS is looking after you.
Roads that once stifled
your progress with rough
surfaces are ironed flat.

This has the benefit of
making any ride more
relaxing regardless of

whether it’s a slow-speed cruise
with pillion, the daily commute, or
a cross-country thrash. Riding the
BMW is a de-stressing experience,
high praise indeed for a bike that
could run with a litre sportsbike on 
unfamiliar or twisty B-roads.

With its array of electronic

displays the BMW feels 

generations ahead 

of the Triumph

Buyer’s Premium of 10% is applicable • All lots are subject to availability 

On Behalf of BDO, Administrators of Bikers legal Defence Limited

ONLINE AUCTION - PHASE 1 • MONDAY 5 OCTOBER
A WIDE RANGE OF MOTORBIKES, SCOOTERS AND WORKSHOP EQUIPMENT

· TGB 302 & 303 50cc Scooters
· TGB 50 RX 50cc Scooters
· TGB 125RX 125cc Scooters
· TGB 303 R Hawk 125cc Scooters
· TGB 304 Sport 125cc Scooters
· Honda PES 125 125cc Motorcycles
· Sym Symphony 125cc Scooters
· TGB X Motion 125cc Scooters
· Sym XS 125 125cc Scooters
· Yamaha YBR 125cc Motorcycles
· Honda CBF 250 250cc Motorcycles

· Yamaha X Max 250cc Motorcycles
· Honda CBF 600cc Motorcycles
· Honda Hornet 600cc Motorcycles
· Honda CBF 1000cc Motorcycle
· Suzuki GXSF 650cc Motorcycles
· Suzuki SFV 650cc Motorcycles
· Suzuki GSF 650cc Motorcycles
· Suzuki GSF Res 650cc Motorcycles
· Suzuki GSXF 650cc Motorcycles
· Suzuki GSXR 1000cc Motorcycle
· Suzuki GSF 1250cc Motorcycles

Phase 1 Circa 250 motorbikes, ’12 plate to ’55 plate. Former Hire Fleet to include below:

DATE: Monday 5 October 2015

LOCATION: Sites in Ringwood, Camberley, Birmingham & Cumbernauld

PREVIEW: Strictly by prior appointment

Thursday 1 - Friday 2 October 2015, 

9:30am - 4:30pm, Both days

CONTACT: Robert Playle, rplayle@hilcoglobal.eu, 08453 130 140
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Your letters Email mcn.letters@motorcyclenews.com

Write MCN Letters, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

Fizzing with Top 60 memories
MCN special took me back to 
my teenage hooligan days

LETTER OF THE WEEK

MCN’s Bruce Dunn

attempts the Suffolk

over-40s all-comers 

speed record 

Gene, Lincs

Ed: The Top 60 has certainly ruffled some feathers, see right for more comments.

Well done MCN for putting the Yamaha FS1-E in

your top 60 bikes. The FS1-E was a great starter

bike for a spotty 16-year-old tearing around south

Leicestershire villages and towns in jeans and a

T-shirt in the 1970s with bugger all to do. I owned

one before a hit-and-run put paid to it – and nearly

me. However, to all us older gits out there, who can

forget the other great 50cc mopeds flying about in

the same era: the Garelli Tiger Cross with the yellow 

tank and black stripe that would easily do 70mph

with a bit of tampering, the Gilera, the Honda SS50,

and the little-known looker the Fantic Cabellero?

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle

insurance brands. The writer of the

best letter each week published in the

Letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

VFR is my No. 1

@ Needless to say my bike did not
make MCN’s 60 Greatest Bikes

1955-2015. After all my bike is over 15
years old and the only thing it has in
common with first-placed bike
Ducati 916 is the colour red and twin
headlamps. However, if you took those
two factors, throw in a luscious V4
engine (gear-driven cam, no chains),
superb build quality, real-world prac-
ticality and all-round versatility you’ll
end up what I’ve got. My No. 1 is a fifth-
generation VFR 800FI built in 1999.
Even today my bike still turns young
kids’ heads. It is so good in fact that
even Honda made the latest VFR800F
a reasonably good-looking replica!
John Guidi, email

What no Busa?
Just read the Top 60 bikes – no
mention of the Hayabusa? Who

picked these machines? Every Ducati
I’ve been out with rattles, spits, stalls
and backfires like crazy. I went out for
a ride with a mate on his new Panigale
and it stalled at the lights and refused
to go again. I’ve had three Hayabusas
– I deviated to a BMW K1200 once but
what a mistake, tappety, jerky on the
overrun and apparently that was 
normal. I didn’t get it!
John Child, Maldon

Lost for words

@ I have just finished reading the
60th birthday special edition of

MCN and had to re-check it, surely I 

must be wrong? No Honda Blackbird
or Suzuki Hayabusa in the 60 greatest 
bikes feature. I am lost for words!
Bob Mayes,email

Bird-brained poll
I own a 2001 Honda Blackbird
and can’t believe it didn’t make

it into the Top 60 bikes. The Blackbird
is head and shoulders above any
Ducati. My bike has done over 70,000
miles and still rides and looks like new.
It can tour and at the weekend can

match any K5 Suzuki. I am so angry
that I will not buy MCN ever again. 
John McDonald, email

Bikes are best

@ For many years now, it’s been
obvious that bikes on the road

run as cleanly as, if not cleaner than,
the majority of cars. Certainly far less
polluting in the wake of the VW
scandal. While many smaller cars have
the advantage of a tax concession, bikes
do not. Wouldn’t this be a marvelous
opportunity for bike manufacturers,
and us bikers, to put pressure on the
government for some sort of acknowl-
edgment of the advantages of biking
– and hopefully a similar concession 
that small-car owners enjoy.
David Gillick, Barnsley

Squirrelled away
The article on Japanese Firsts
(MCN, September 6) had the

Suzuki GT750 as the first water-cooled
motorbike, but you have forgotten the
Scott Squirrel. Not only British, but 
also a two-stroke!
Dave Hughes, Lancashire

Water-cooled Brit: The Scott Squirrel

Bad fuelling
On Sunday, September 20 two
motorcyclists (rider and pillion)

verbally abused my wife who was
working in a local petrol station, to the
point that other members of the pub-
lic became involved in placating these
morons, who then stormed into the
nearby supermarket to complain yet
further. I have ridden motorcycles for
over 30 years, and I have to admit, have
huffed and puffed at the thought of
having to remove my lid. I’m embar-
rassed to admit that now, however, 
these two make me feel ashamed.
Sean Jacobs, email

Imperial past

@ I was impressed by Tony Hoare’s
attempt to extract the last mile

out the KTM 1050 fuel tank – 328 miles
from 22.61 litres, that’s 14.5 miles per
litre. The bike’s computer worked it
out in mpg for us ‘eccentric’ Brits.
It’s crazy as we haven’t bought fuel in
gallons for 20 years. Typical of the
British motor industry and petrolheads
as a whole, obsessed with the past. 
Mike Johnson, email

Getting heated
When will helmet manufactures
offer a heated visor? I have con-

tacted all the importers, who have
never heard of them, which is strange
as they are readily available in places
like Canada for snowmobiles. When it
gets really wet and cold Fog Citys and
the like just don’t work. Come on guys,
wake up I’m sure there’s a market.
Christian Mould, email

READER POLL

The Honda RC213V-S has finally

been released, but what do you

make of the £137,000 superbike?

.86%

to make a bike like 

ve it; I just wish

uld afford it

It’s

costs t

too few ar

@
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Getting in a flap at Dismaland, Weston-super-Mare. Jonathan Yates

Riding with my daughter, our first family rideout. Ewan McCabe

My two boys, a Haynes manual and their project NC30. Neal

On holiday in Canada with a Harley-Davidson rental. Mike

Chatting to Elvis about Guy Martin. Rob PattinsonTony, Andi, Terry and Tom at the Gold Cup, Oliver’s Mount.

Reading MCN at the top of the Empire State. Jed Whitehead
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Dirty secrets and
obnoxious gases

As the lungs that fed oxygen to

Volkswagen’s sprint for global

domination of the car market

rapidly choke on the very NOx

emissions they tried to hide,

there will be a tide of relief and 

fear sweeping through the

entire automotive industry.

The relief for firms whose

engineers haven’t instigated a

similar secret corporate suicide

for them will be tangible enough

to box and sell. Not only will the

managers personally escape

a publicly demeaning job exit,

but they will likely ride a wave

of success and opportunity that

only the fall, or at least stumble,

of such a giant can spark. Happy 

days indeed.

The fear amongst those who

have practised a similar blatant

and almost incomprehensibly

irresponsible deception should 

rightly be equally palpable.

This isn’t just a victimless

game of corporate financial

gratification, the health of

us all may have suffered 

from this fiddle.

But beyond breathing

a little shallower when

the famous VW badge is

ahead of you, will there 

be any real impact

for motorcycling in

the aftermath of

the German firm’s

apparent idiocy?

Well it certainly makes

motorcycles look a lot less

culpable for road-side emissions

levels than before, but the real-

world reach of Volkswagen’s

ob-NOx-ious lie could be far

more dramatic on the future

shape of motorcycling. If this is –

as some predict – the beginning

of the end for diesel, then you

can be sure that the car giants

will massively accelerate their

focus on hybrids, hydrogen

power and electric vehicles.

None of this is likely to be at the

expense of petrol advances

though, as its importance to the

short and medium term gets an

artificial shot in the arm, too.

While we might joke that VW-

Audi will jettison Ducati to put

some cash back in the bank, the 

real fallout for two-wheels is

likely to be from those alternate

fuel advances. Hybrids, cleaner

more powerful forced-induction

petrol engines, a rapid boost

in EV performance and a

reduction in cost, could all

be relatively imminent

benefits. Who knows, we

might even be seen as

a solution to transport

issues, rather than a

grubby cousin

to be vilified

for its safety

statistics.

Ride on. 
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Every week, MCN

prints the best

pictures sent in by

readers or website

users. You can

post your pictures

onto our Facebook

page or email them

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full

array of weird and

wonderful images

that reflect your

biking life. As you

can see here, we are

happy to celebrate

the lighter things from

the world of biking.

YOUR
PICTURES
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Look in the mirror
Write down your rough year-by-year mileage since you started

riding. Then add any crashes for each year. From that you can

work out a rough interval between each crash: short at first, then getting

longer and longer. What’s yours dropped to? One every 80,000 miles is

pretty decent. The best we know for an experienced 40-something rider is

300,000 miles. And counting.

� Do this Use the maths to evaluate how good you are – then ponder

what you need to improve

� Don’t do this Worry about detailed mileage too much. You’re looking 

for the big picture

Ride at least 6000 miles a year
Insurers say that the more miles you do, the more risk you’re

exposed to. But it works the other way as well: if you don’t ride

much, you’re not getting much practice and your skills will go rusty. In

other words, you’re a permanent beginner. An old martial arts adage says

it takes 10,000 repetitions for something to become second nature. That’s 

just as true of riding motorbikes.

� Do this Commute on your bike as much as you can, then ride it

somewhere warm and sunny in the holidays. This will have the added 

benefit of making you a happier and better person

�   Don’t do this Hide in the garage and polish the bloody thing

Get really good
It’s OK to have a low level of skill most of the time – as long

as you ride accordingly. But when the unexpected arrives,

you need seriously grown-up ability. Trackdays are great for hardwiring

reflexes. An enduro experience boosts machine control and physical

endurance. Trials will give you miraculous low-speed poise. A day’s

short track training delivers massive improvements in cornering and

acceleration. And of course there’s advanced road training.

� Do this At least once a year, organise a few friends to ride dirtbikes,

trials, a trackday – whatever

�   Don’t do this Imagine that passing your test made you a decent rider

1 2 3

Obviously we can’t promise that. But here’s how to make it pretty unlikely says Rupert Paul

SORTED

Never crash again



Don’t test your reaction time
Actually, you can, on humanbenchmark.com.

I’m about 0.3 seconds. A 17 year-old I know is

about 0.27. Some young people can apparently get down to

0.1. It doesn’t matter, because it’s irrelevant. What gives you

time and space on a bike is forward planning. As Met Police

training chief Les Brown said: “I will never let my bike take

me somewhere my brain hasn’t been five seconds before.”

� Do this Have a cushion of space and time around you

� Don’t do this Hurtle into a bend thinking you’ll sort it 

out half way round if something goes wrong

Read this leaflet
It tells you the five commonest causes of

crashes. They are: screwing up a left-hander,

ditto a right-hander, hitting a car at a junction, getting an

overtake wrong, and panicking after riding too close or on

a bad surface. Quite handy, really. Police evidence adds a

refinement: most urban crashes are the car driver’s fault.

Most rural crashes are the rider’s.

� Do this Read it. It can’t do any harm. roadar.org/riders/

info/ride-safe.pdf

�   Don’t do this Say it doesn’t apply to you

Maximum awareness
It’s what riding a bike is all about. Awareness of

your ability – being realistic about how good (or

bad) you are. Awareness of your surroundings – using your

forward vision to give you the right speed, gear and road

position. Awareness of other road users – working out what

all of them (even the idiots) are going to do.

� Do this Consciously practice being as aware as you

possibly can of yourself, the road and everyone else

� Don’t do this Lie in a ditch with a broken leg yelling, 

‘It’s not my fault’

Getting it sorted for Bradley

Learn to
loathe group 
riding

We all ride in groups – it’s only

natural. But there are three

reasons why it isn’t the ideal way

to get around. The rider in front

blocks your view of the road

ahead. Peer pressure can make

even the sanest person behave

like an idiot in a bid to keep up. And

the slowest riders end up in the

place which demands the highest

level of ability: at the back,

trying to go faster than they are

comfortable with.

� Do this If you have to ride in a

group, agree some rules that don’t

pressurise other group members

into exceeding their skills

� Don’t do this Hang around

on the internet and go for Sunday

‘blasts’ with complete strangers

Check your 
head
A study by Sussex

Police of 55 fatal bike crashes

found that 37 involved

sportsbikes. Virtually all the

riders were men aged 25-44,

riding on summer weekends,

crashing through rider error. The

study also interviewed 256 riders

to establish their attitude to

biking. The report’s author, Simon

Labbett, linked the prevalence of

sportsbikes in fatal crashes to the

‘different psychological outlook’

that he found in sportsbike riders,

compared with riders of classics, 

tourers or cruisers. “In these

crashes, lack of control isn’t

necessarily an issue,” he said. “It’s

more the chip in your head.”

� Do this Ask mates whether

they think you’re a menace

� Don’t do this Ignore them 

when they say you are

#MCNwednesday
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Steve

Blackburn, 52

mechanic for

MotoGP racer

Bradley Smith

on the Tech3 

squad

“You have got

to get a name for yourself,

working at club and national

level, for free most of the

time, before you get taken on

by a team. I started out on the

road side just before I was 16,

working at Neil Tuxworth’s

dealership, and then started

helping out with the race

bikes on the weekends.

“Back in the day it was all

engine rebuilds and getting 

the bike sorted with a grinder

and a file as nothing fitted

properly, so you developed

a feel for ‘your’ bike, a sixth

sense almost. I remember at

Laguna Seca in 1994 I looked

at a piston crown on Luca

Cadalora’s Yamaha YZR500,

something didn’t look right

and I wanted to strip down the

crank. My crew chief couldn’t

see the point, but let me do

it. I spotted a needle roller

bearing that was on its way

out and Luca won the race.

“Now the engines are

sealed and go back to Yamaha

and the bikes are almost

perfect, everything fits and

set-up is 80% electronics. On

the 500s we used to change

gear ratios all the time, but

now you can tune the power

delivery so much on a laptop

that we don’t have to change

so much. We’ve only changed

gear ratios on a race weekend 

twice this season.”

What’s it like
spannering for 
top racers?

PLANET
MECHANIC

6

4

5

7 8

‘You have got

to get a name for

yourself, at club

and national level’
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I
’ve spent 77 months and 215,000
miles of my life riding motorcycles
around the world, and that’s not

counting the trips in Europe. Of that,
I’ve spent 82,000 miles and something
like 30 months on the KTM 950 and 990.

I spent three years riding the car-
buretted 950 before switching to the
fuel-injected 990 and, to be honest,
the new bike was a bit disappointing
(especially the original 2006 version).
It was still a great bike but it was con-
suming more fuel: an extra litre per 60
miles. Over 15,400 miles that matters.
KTM were forced to give the 990 a fuel
injection system because of European
emission laws, and it wasn’t so easy for
them to get right. You wouldn’t notice
it going fast on tarmac’d roads, but
that flawed delivery meant it wasn’t so
easy to control below 30mph on tricky 

terrain. They addressed this quite suc-
cessfully when the 2010 990R came
out. That was my favourite bike KTM
had made - it was a 127bhp beast! For
me the good thing about that bike was
that it was so capable. You can buy it
stock and go, and I really didn’t have
to maintain it that much.

In all the miles across the world on
the 990 I had one issue, but it was my
fault. I was used to the old 620/640

After off-roading 82,000 miles around the world Joe Pichler knows KTMs better than most

KEY DESIGN FEATURE
The 990 Adventure stands out as a

machine with the spec to make good

on its do-anything brief. WP suspen-

sion, 21in front wheel, punchy V-twin

engine with chain drive and a rela-

tively light weight (around 207kg

wet) made for a machine that could

cover big miles on motorway, sand 

dunes or dirt tracks.

main frame by four bolts, and one of
the two bolts up on the seat got free,
leaving all the weight on the other one.
I had spare bolts, but I had to get to
Yakutsk to get it welded back together.

Apart from that I made three modi-
fications. First I changed the rims -
especially the front rim because they
are a bit weak, and if you have to change
the tyre and you are alone in the middle
of nowhere it will give you a very hard
time, believe me. You need something
smaller and stronger. I used the rims
from KTM’s 950 Super Enduro: 250 on
the rear, 185 on the front.

Second, the belly-mounted engine
protector looks nice but it’s not tough
enough for off-road riding, so I put
a Touratech aluminium plate on the
underside. And third, I added a big-
ger fuel tank. The 990 has 20 litres, so
that means less than 185 mile range in
sand, which isn’t much. KTM produced
huge 40-litre tanks for them, which

‘The 990 was always my
favourite – it was a beast!’

I fitted to use in the Amazon and in
north-east Siberia where you may
need to go nearly 250 miles without
fuel. The design looked similar on the
bike but when full it obviously made
a real difference to the handling. The
key was to only fill it to the top when
needed - and sticking to 25 litres when
more wasn’t necessary.

I also carried a spare clutch slave
cylinder at all times - as some people
had problems with this part failing
due to overheating, on both the 950
and 990. Luckily I never had to use it.

The latest and largest KTM - the
1190R - is a great bike, but the 990R had
better ground clearance. If you saw a
hole in the road too late, or large rocks
ahead, then you’d probably avoid the
issues and impacts more on the 990R
than on the 1190R.
Joe has spent the past 30 years biking

across continents. Catch up with him at 

www.josef-pichler.at

By Dan Aspel

MCN CONTRIBUTOR
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Another tough

day at the office

for adventurer

Joe Pichler

single-cylinders that shake a lot, so
you have to check all the bolts on the
frame every couple of days to see that
nothing is getting loose. Riding the 950
- a twin cylinder - in Africa I checked
it regularly but there was nothing to
do for 16,000 miles so I got lazy. Then
on the 990 I went from Australia to
Magadan in Siberia and didn’t check
at all. So near the Road of Bones I broke
my rear subframe! It’s connected to the 

THE MAN

MAN &
MACHINE

THE LOVE AFFAIR
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The 990 was upgraded in 2009 to make it a

little more refined and a little more powerful.

Also came in the ‘R’ guise, with 55mm taller 

suspension, no ABS and 116bhp.

The 990 Adventure appeared in 2006 and was

available to buy alongside its 950 cousin. Using

the fuel-injected LC8 engine it suffered a little 

with snatching at slow speeds.

It was 2003’s 950 that began the story of the

990 Adventure. It already had an off-road

pedigree, having been used by the late Fabrizio 

Meoni when he won the 2002 Dakar Rally.

FIRST INJECTED UPRATED

DON’T FEAR THE ELECTRONICS
“I started in 1984 with a Suzuki DR-Z400 and a

Yamaha Ténéré,” says Joe. “All that time I said

I’d never need an electric starter. Then I said I’d

never ride with fuel injection. Now you can’t buy 

a bike without either but they’re fine!”

FUEL INJECTION
Can be snatchy on early bikes, especially if you

are riding at low speeds (from 2009 onwards

it was improved considerably). Many users

recommend fitting a Power Commander III 

(roughly £320).

EXTRAS
Popular accessories include a taller screen (the

original is a little low), a chain life-extending

Scottoiler (these bikes tend to cover far more

miles than most), more resilient engine guards on 

the belly and Akrapovic exhausts. 

FUEL FILTER
If you plan on using your 990 outside of Europe

then a fuel filter is worth the investment. A cheap

pre-filter can fit into your tank and help remove

impurities before they become a problem. Cost is 

likely to be around £30.

WORTH KNOWING

WEAR AND TEAR
Joe says: “For the first time in 60,000 miles I

had a small breakdown from a leaking radiator,

but luckily that was in India, and it wasn’t a

problem. With all the previous versions of KTM’s

adventure bikes I never had a major problem.”

CLUTCH SLAVE CYLINDER
Can heat up and fail under extreme use. It’s worth

investing in a sturdier aftermarket replacement

from www.oberon-performance.co.uk. The

build-up of heat has also been attributed to a

relatively slight amount of fluid in the system.

THE MACHINE
KTM 990 Adventure

Year introduced: 2006 Power: 96.5bhp

Weight: 198kg Price new: £8695

2003 950 Adventure
KTM’s first carburetted big

adventure bike, predecessor 

to the 990.

Private good: £4000

Average: £3795

Tatty: £3500

Dealer: £4500

2006 990 Adventure
Launch year 990 takes the 950

basis and adds a fuel-injected 

engine.

Private good: £4900

Average: £4695

Tatty: £4495

Dealer: £5495

2009 990 Adventure
First update, with refined

delivery and increased power 

on the previous model.

Private good: £6400

Average: £5995

Tatty: £5495

Dealer: £7000

2013 990 Adventure R
Taller suspension, slight power

upgrade and no ABS over

standard version.

Private good: £7900

Average: £7700

Tatty: £7300

Dealer: £8695

284 KTMs FOR SALE

NOW BUY ONE
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Route: Abergavenny loop Distance: 115 Time required: 2 to 3 hours

GREAT RIDES

i
RED KITE FEEDING CENTRE – See the magnificent red kites

close up at Rhayader. BUILTH WELLS – Is a thriving town

and its showground holds many events during the year.

OASIS CAFÉ – Located in Abergavenny, the Oasis café

has become a popular biker meeting point and is always 

busy on a sunny weekend.

Main road routes

don’t come much

better than this

Welsh outing

This 115-mile route

won’t disappoint
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Brecon Beacons beckon
W

ales is something of a

marvel when it comes to

great roads and this route

takes in some of the very best roads

that south Wales has to offer. If you

live in the area then you’ve almost

certainly already savoured this route;

if not then prepare for a superb few 

hours of riding.

Starting at the Oasis café at

Abergavenny bus station (you will

know where it is by the number

of bikes in the car park) the route

covers main roads but this doesn’t

detract from its enjoyment – the

roads in Wales are generally well 

surfaced and excellently maintained

which means you can really enjoy

yourself. But it’s best to keep your

speed down as the local police are

keen on catching speeders.

After leaving Abergavenny you

head towards Brecon on the A40

then turn towards Llandovery with

the Beacons on your left-hand side.

The views are stunning and the road

isn’t bad either, twisting and winding

along before you turn at Llandovery

and take the A483 towards Builth.

Passing through the Crychan

Forest the A483 is another of Wales’

finest bits of tarmac and by the time 

you get to Builth you will be ready for

a quick tea stop.

Out of Builth and the A470 will

take you once again through stunning

scenery as you drop down to

Abergavenny. And there’s still more

fun to come if you are up for it.

Just before Abergavenny there is a

small village called Crickhowell. Not

only is The Bear pub recommended,

there is a small road that leads from

there through Llangattock (watch

out for the hump back bridge, it’s

steep!) and onto the B4560. Take a

few minutes to ride up and down this 

road, you won’t be disappointed.

A loop of southern Wales that takes the sweeping hillsides of the Beacons as well as stunning forest views

SEE THE FULL RANGE OF CASES, COMFORT SEATS
& SOFT LUGGAGE AT WWW.SHAD.CO.UK

Get a quote at

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS

PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR
PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

RIDE YOUR WAY
Tel: 01425 620 580 | Email: info@tranam.co.uk | Web: www.tranam.co.uk | Fo more detailed p oduct information please email info@tranam.co.uk

Winding Roads
Find the most excitiing winding roads 
and avoid the boring straights.

Hilly Roads
Stay at sea level or climb the highest peaks.

Round-trip Planning
Discover new routes by simply tapping 
the area you want to explore.

THE ALL NEW
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Who doesn’t want the

Suzuki DL1000 V-Strom 
(2014-now)
The revived V-Strom (the original was

killed off by emissions regs in 2008) hasn’t

had an easy reintroduction, tainted by an

overlong teaser campaign and uninspiring

looks. But that ignores its all-round ability,

grunty, easy, 100bhp@8000rpm

TL-derived V-twin and fabulous value.

What you’ll pay today: Used examples

already spotted for as little as £7k.

But should you? There’s no better-value 

adventure bike.

Triumph Trident 900 
(1991-1998)
Of the first Hinckley Triumphs, the Trophy

and Daytona grabbed the headlines, but it

was in the slightly later, roadster Trident

that Bloor’s stirring triple worked best.

The long-stroke, 885cc 900, produced

100bhp at 9000rpm with oodles of grunt 

and plenty of invigorating character,

that’s both fun, fruity and versatile.

What you’ll pay today: £950-£1750.

But should you? Could form the basis for 

a cute special or café racer. 

Honda GL1500 Goldwing 
(1988-2000)
The fuel-injected flat six, which included a

reverse gear and put out a creamy 100bhp

at just 5200rpm raised the bar for full-

dresser refinement enough for it to remain

unchanged for 12 years and for no-one to

even bother challenging it until 1999.

What you’ll pay today: £5k will now get

you a decent, sub-40,000 miler.

But should you? Yes, its 2001 1800cc

replacement is newer and better in every 

way, but they start at £9k.

Suzuki RF600R (1993-1997)
Suzuki’s RF was too late to the

supersports party when launched in 1993

and also endowed with oddball looks

few could love. That, however, masked

genuinely great all-round ability with

revvy, 100bhp at 11,500rpm performance

from its 599cc four. It was comfy, too.

What you’ll pay today: Decent low-milers

won’t cost much more than £1200.

But should you? As a cheap, usable all-

rounder or hack they don’t come much 

more affordable.

Buell XB12S
Lightning £3995

The near-16k mileage

shows that Buells can go

the distance. For sale in

a Scottish dealer, with a

Remus exhaust and crash

protection fitted. This

2006 model comes with

partial service history and

has had two owners 

from new.

Honda ST1100
Pan-European 

£1800
Cared-for example with

topbox, relatively low

miles (43,700 in 16 years)

and the seller has helpfully

included photos to show

the nearly-new tyres. 

Honda GL1500
Goldwing £4600

Its 18 years have been

kind to this 35,000-miler,

which is listed with a

description that could only

be written by a loving and

proud owner. New tyres,

new swingarm and service

history by a specialist.

Suzuki V-Strom
1000 £6999

Year-old bike that’s similar

spec to the Adventure

model but for three grand

less than the list price and

with a tankbag as well

as the panniers, engine

guards and hand guards.

13,175 miles on the clock.

100bhp
heroes on 

Indian Scout (2015-now)
The previous year’s equally all-new, 

1819cc ‘Thunderstroke’ V-twin

powered Chief/Chieftain may

have grabbed more headlines, but

Indian’s follow-up, the more entry-

level Scout, is the more important

and, possibly, better bike. Priced

just over £10K and powered by an

invigorating and truly versatile, all-

new, liquid-cooled 1133cc V-twin

it simply embarrasses its main 

rival, Harley’s 1200 Sportster, and

delivers as both a stylish cruiser and

Monster-style roadster. Harley-

Davidson no longer have things their

own way in this market.

What you’ll pay today: First used

examples starting to emerge around 

£9500, otherwise a new-’un is

£10,395.

But should you? Oh yes. One of the

best cruiser/roadsters out there, 

and with bags of Indian cool.

y

with an all-new ‘European

Tourer’ concept and deliver

it with a no-compromise

approach that included not

just an all-new engine but

one in a unique configuration,

as well. The ‘Pan Euro’ was 

that bike, a machine so 

years and so respected and

durable that high-mileage

used examples remain in

strong demand today. Best

of all is the longitudinal,

V4 shaftie which produced

100bhp@7500rpm and is 

impeccably smooth. 

£1700-£4500, with premium

prices demanded for

well-cared for, FSH, under 

40,000-milers.

But should you? Now

somewhat dated, but still

one of the best, most robust 

tourers ever built.

GREAT
BIKES

WITH

100bh

4
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The first used

Scouts are now

breaking cover

Buell XB12S
Lightning

(2003-2009)
s tuning of Harley’s

1202cc air-cooled

mped the pushrod

up to a respectable

00bhp at 6600rpm

ed with fat gobfuls

own torque. Blend

with Buell’s stumpy

-spar frame (which

ds the fuel), quirky

mounted front disc

eetfighter attitude

sportster version,

R Firebolt was also

ble) and you’ve got

a different, fun and

ndling machine but

most definitive and

essful of all Buells.

t you’ll pay today:

2500-£3500 if you

find a decent one –

they’re fairly rare.

should you? Lack

dealers, small size

imited practicality

ut some off, but it’s

, fun and different. 

 Honda ST1100 Pan European (1989-2001)
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T
he Crossrunner has already

proved itself on my all-

weather 24-mile commute

plus the odd evening jaunt, so

I was looking forward to spending the

best part of a weekend in the saddle.

The plan was to go and see my

13-year-old daughter Gertie for the day.

Sounds easy but she lives in Newquay,

Cornwall, a mere 320 miles away. To

break the journey up a bit, I was going

to have an overnight bed and breakfast

stay at the Feathers public house in the

Devon town of Budleigh Salterton.

My mission began on Friday evening

when I left the office, fuelled, loaded

and ready to go. I knew this was going

to be the grind part of the journey,

just to get some miles under my belt.

Then hopefully later I could slide a

few well-earned pints down my neck.

With 35 miles of A-roads to get me

in the groove, it was onto a rather

over-populated M6 with a couple of

incidents along the way, luckily none of

them involving me.

Motorway speeds on the

the sea, time to get out of my bike gear

and enjoy a few pints in the Feathers 

with Richard the landlord, before 

getting my head down for the night.

A bright and early start for the final 

leg of my journey, 95 miles down to 

Newquay on the A30. With hardly a car 

on the road, sun shining and the tarmac 

getting more undulating with long, fast 

twists and turns, I was enjoying this!

I rolled into Newquay for 9.30 to 

collect my daughter for the day. As 

Gertie sat on the Crossrunner she said 

‘cool bike dad’ – the kind of approval 

you want from your daughter.

After a day wandering Newquay 

with Gertie, enjoying treats and the 

occasional pasty, it was time for my 

return journey. My plan was to enjoy 

a ride up the A39 as far as Barnstaple 

then pick up the A361 to take me back 

to the M5. The A39 is a delight on the 

Crossrunner; it felt like the perfect 

combination of enjoying an exciting ride 

but at a speed where I was still able to 

take in the views.

The A361 took me nicely down to 

the M5 for the quick 120-mile dash up 

to Worcester for my next overnight, 

with my mate Tom. I find I never have 

the time to purely stay on the smaller 

quieter routes, so I try to combine some 

of the best motorcycling roads with the 

time-saving motorway, allowing me to 

still enjoy myself with a few boring bits 

in-between.

By the time I arrived at Tom’s I was 

ready to park up, chill out, food, beer 

and bed. Just 100 miles back home the 

following day, once I had a few hours 

tinkering with my 1955 Triumph T110 

that I have been building over at Tom’s 

place. A good weekend – lots done, lots 

seen, perfect! But definitely knackered 

after the long-distance experience.

Crossrunner are a doddle, and even

fully loaded with panniers and top

box it’s very well behaved. The engine

sits nicely around 5500-6000 revs at

70mph, which is below the 6400rpm

point where the VTEC kicks and

introduces an extra pair of valves per

cylinder. This keeps the fuel economy

at its optimum for the speed, retuning

around 42mpg.

Heavy traffic meant a spot of

filtering was called for and with the

panniers protruding a mere 4cm wider

than the handlebars either side, it’s not

hard to judge the gaps.

After a fairly busy M6 and M42 I

finally hit a clear M5 where I could get

going. Even though the Crossrunner

eats up motorways in relative comfort,

the first stop at 150 miles was still

very welcome. Just to stand up and

walk around for a few minutes was a

pleasant experience before I was back

on the road feeling revived.

The last 90 miles down to Budleigh

Salterton flew by and I arrived just as

the sun disappeared majestically into

GARAGE46

V4 makes light work of motorways on sprint to the sea

Going coastal 
on mile-eating 
Crossrunner

  29-litre panniers
Official Honda hard luggage 

(RRP £725) sticks out just 

4cm wider than the bars 

and is ideal for loading gear 

for a weekend away 

Budleigh Salterton in time for dramatic sunset and a well-earned pint

7
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4168
MILES

OUR BIKES

Decent comfort 

and economy for 

big-mile trips

THE RIDER 

Simon Relph Senior Designer

simon.relph@motorcyclenews.com

Height 6ft 1in Weight 98kg

His riding Forty-one years of experience, bo

and off road. Touring as far afield as New Ze

THE BIKE 

Claimed weight 242kg 

Seat height 835/815mm

MPG 42  Servicing to date 

n/a  Mods to date £856.60

Mileage 4126

HONDA VFR800X CROSSRUNNER £10,29

Very comfortable, with all 

of the finesse you would 

expect from a Honda

It could do with some more 

torque so you don’t have to 

rev the engine so much

+

-

O�Read previous updates at 
motoryclenews.com/crossrunner

RUNNING VERDICT



S
IM

O
N

 R
E

L
P

H

#MCNwednesday

FEATURES 47  BUYING & 
SELLING SPORTGARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES September 30   2015

‘A bright and early 
start for the final leg 

of my journey, 95 
miles down to 

Newquay’

Wind protection

The standard Honda screen 

works well but the wind 

pressure is fairly constant, I 

have since fitted a longer 

Powerbronze Flip screen 

with a light tint (£80.25 RRP) 

for extra protection

V4 engine
The (well and truly) tried 

and tested V4 800 has 

propelled the sister ship, 

the VFR800F for the past 17 

years – with a few technical 

improvements along 

the way

Parked up in Newquay, the Crossrunner gains the Gertie seal of approval Crossrunner meets up with a forerunner at Tom’s: a BSA Golden Flash in trail trim

RUNNING 
COSTS

Official mpg 44

Cost of tyre per 4000 miles
Metzeler Z8 Intract £225

£225

42 MPG

Servicing

Insurance

Tyres

VFR800X Crossrunner PCP
You can pay just £155 a

month and after three

years hand it back, or pay a

final payment of £4351.19 to

keep it. www.honda.co.uk

£155

Best PCP deal

MONTH/

MCNcompare.com quotes these prices

to insure a 2015 Honda VFR800X

Crossrunner worth £10299

600
mile

8,000
mile

25 year old in 

Hull, riding for 

5 years

£99-£120

Oil and oil filter 

change and5 

point check

Includes parts

£160

Oil and oil filter 

change and 19 

point check

Includes parts

35 year old in 

London, riding 

for 5 years

£303.76 £199.06

E F

The Crossrunner and 

Relphy on the beach 

at Porth, and not a 

stick of rock in sight

� Get the bike ready for the 

onslaught of winter

Fit a new set of tyres as the 

rear has about had it

Fit a chain oiler to help 

extend its life

Fit rear hugger to keep the 

road muck off the bike

ON THE 
TO-DO LIST

�
�
�
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W
hat’s the one thing we want 

to know before putting their 

money where our mouth 

is? Power? Torque? According to 

a recent MCN survey the thing that 

bothers us most is seat height

Being six foot it’s not something 

I’ve ever worried about. But since 

throwing my (longish) leg over the 

R1200RS in May it’s been niggling 

away at me. MCN’s original test of 

the bike included a long ride back 

from Spain which highlighted a slight 

issue. Tester Simon Hargreaves was 

not sitting pretty and mentioned 

how the high seat and low (ish) 

bars pushed weight onto his wrists. 

Seemed fine to me though, maybe 

he’d just had too many Sangrias. 

BMW offer three seat height 

options when you order the R1200RS 

– Sport (840mm), Standard (820mm) 

and Extra Low (760mm). There’s 

also a Low option (790mm, but that 

will cost you £222).

My bike has the Sport seat and 

in terms of leg room and comfort, 

there are no complaints. But after a 

300-miles-in-a-day hack, I started 

to feel the strain. The lack of body 

movement on the long and boring 

motorway trek had left me in little 

doubt that one Mr S Hargreaves 

had not been hitting the Spanish 

alcoholic fruity drink quite as 

liberally as I’d suspected.

In a bid to see if a lower seat took 

a little weight off my wrists, without 

simply moving the problem to 

another part of my body, I borrowed a 

Standard and Low perch to test.

The height reduction is achieved 

through thinner padding and the 

lowest seat I tested (790mm) felt too 

hard. It lifted weight from my wrists 

but left my knees poking high in the 

breeze with achy thighs after just 50 

miles. It also made the front go light 

when accelerating out of corners as 

my weight is canted back in the seat. 

The Standard seat seems to offer 

a decent compromise. It creates a 

more natural ‘sitting’ position and 

alleviates the forward-inclined riding 

position. I need to do a longer journey 

to see if the wrist ache is cured and 

to see whether any other aches 

creep up on me.

‘High or low 
option, sir?’

YOUR BIKES

Gremlinsbanished,theST2isbackinfavour

I _____ my ______________________Ducati ST2love

Name Ian Webb Year 2002 Number of owners one Mileage 20,100

Ian Webb almost walked 

away from his Ducati 

ST2 after 13 years when 

it seemed the gremlins 

had struck. Ian was 

contemplating a test ride on MV 

Agusta’s new F3, but his faith was 

restored when he traced the ST2’s 

issues back to a faulty battery. “Since 

I got that fixed I’ve been happy with 

the Ducati again,” he says. The faulty 

battery was only six months old and 

Ian had also replaced the starter 

relay in his quest to fix the problem, 

but £40 on a new battery was a far 

easier fix than a trip to an MV dealer. 

“Getting to the battery isn’t simple 

– you have to start by removing the 

mirrors and then the top fairings. I 

know the job inside out now and it 

still takes me 10 or 15 minutes.” With 

hassle like that, it’s worth looking 

after an ST2’s battery rather than 

treating them as disposable. Says 

Ian: “It’s a design fault. I like to do the 

job myself because Italian plastics 

can be fragile. I was at a race meeting 

this weekend and people said my bike 

looked like new, which was nice.” And 

now there are no envious glances 

being cast in the direction of an MV. 

He says: “I was umming and ahhing, 

but now the bike is sorted I’m happy.”
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THE RIDER

Andy Calton, Editor andy.cal

motorcyclenews.com Height

Weight 95kg His riding Broug

on two strokes and middlewei

THE BIKE

Mileage 5209 Weight 214kg (dry)

Tank size 18 litres

Range 190 miles

Power 125bhp

BMW R1200RS SPORT SE, £12,915

RS is easy to tailor to suit your heightAndy s an easier ride on budget Yamaha

THE QUESTION

The Yamaha MT-09 Tracer is one of the

UK’s best-selling bikes of 2015 and my

criticisms are few and far between – but

it could definitely benefit from some

work to the suspension.

My biggest issue is the harshness

from both ends on the typically scabby

back roads I spend much of my life

riding. Ditching the original Dunlop

D222 tyres for excellent Bridgestone

T30 Evos helped, but it still wasn’t

perfect. So could I get sorted without

spending big bucks?

I called in the experts at Stowmarket-

based MCT Suspension, where former

British Supersport 600 racer and boss

Darren Wnukoski got to work to firstly

diagnose the issues and secondly offer

two options; both aimed at keeping

costs under control with the great-

value price of the Tracer always in

mind. The first option involves setting

up the standard suspension to suit your

weight and type of riding. It’s obviously

constrained by the range of adjustment

available, but this service from MCT

costs £115.

I tested the newly tweaked Tracer

on the roads near MCT’s base and the

result went a long way to curing the way

CAN I SORT TRACER’S HARSH 
SUSPENSION ON THE CHEAP?

THE FACTS

STANDARD MCT
SUSPENSION SET-UP

REAR:

Rebound: 1 ½ turns

from fully in

Preload: Second softest

setting

Result is 8mm of sag

FRONT:

Rebound: Eight clicks

out from maximum

Preload: Increased to

maximum

TYRE PRESSURES:

FRONT 36psi

REAR 36psi (reduced

from 42psi, use 42psi

for two-up riding)

the Tracer skips and patters across

sharp-edged road imperfections. For

many owners, getting a bespoke set-up

like this will be enough, but I felt like I

needed more.

The second option is more in-depth,

costs £288 and comprised fitting new

fork springs, spacers, different fork oil

and then adjusting the settings to suit

me. Darren left the standard shock in

place, with the new settings.

The result is simply sensational and

this is the best, most comprehensive

and best-value alteration to the Tracer I

can recommend to any owner.

The work involved fitting a pair of

linear springs to replace the dual-rate

ones, lighter 5W fork oil and reducing

the air gap by 20mm. It was hard to get

my head around this upgrade being

done for less than £300 because the

difference is huge. The handling is

more pliant, the front

feel is improved,

high-speed stability

is better, there’s

less fatigue on long

rides because of the

reduced vibration

and braking feels

stronger too. I

cannot recommend

this work highly

enough.

Contact MCT

Suspension at

01449-777161

or visit www.

mctsuspension.com

Andy Downes Senior Reporter

andy.downes@motorcyclenews.com

His riding: Experienced road rider who 

loves a long continental jaunt

YAMAHA MT-09 
TRACER, £8149

Forks out for new 

springs and all for 

under £300
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Last week we asked if it was

possible to find a decent

motorcycle for under £500, the

answer being yes: a 12,000-mile

Suzuki GS500 twin. This week

we’re upping the ante to a grand.

There’s a wealth of choice

at this price, so I’m going to

concentrate on what I reckoned

were the best ones that sold

online. If you want to know what

used bikes are worth, eBay

(despite its faults) tells you if you

do an Advanced Search and select

‘sold bikes’.

Lots of scooters of varying

condition start at £500. Quite a

few smallish Japanese classics

from 125-400cc. Want a Yamaha

XS400, “non-runner, needs

exhausts” for £500? Me neither,

but someone bought it.

At £600, things look up. A

44,000-mile Honda CBR1000 had

a dead starter clutch. No thanks.

Quite a few 500s and basic 600s

and streetfightered matt-black

bigger things. For £700 you’ll find

the first A2-eligible 250s, and

early Yamaha 900 Diversions in

good condition (I’ve owned one –

worthy bikes, but as exciting as

distilled water). One that caught

my eye was in damn good original

nick, under 20,000 miles, and just

needed a pair of fork seals.

Reasonable early Hinckley

Triumphs start popping up above

£800, along with well-used 1990s

Japanese 600s. At £900 we’re

serviceable BMW Ks and plenty of

nice 125s.

The magic grand sees a lot of

older air-cooled fours (Zs, GSs),

early Suzuki SV650s and the

Kawasaki GPZ100RX and ZX10.

I smiled at a 1992 Dnepr sidecar

combo with a diesel conversion:

“Definitely not a speed machine.”

My own choice? A Triumph 955

Sprint, obviously well cared for by

a mature owner, Baglux luggage,

useful accessories and a long

MoT, sold for £940. That’s value.

‘There’s a wealth of one
grand bikes to choose from’

2002 Aprilia RS250 £2200 

Seller says 1995 model registered in 

2002, needs service, MoT, not ridden 

for five years. 18,783 miles.

Neil says Could be a shed with 

knackered engine and Chinese replica 

bodywork, could be a gem. Expert 

assessment essential. But RS250 

values are only going one way: up.

2010 Ducati 1200 Multistrada £5995
Seller says One owner, heated grips, 

big service done, 12 months MoT, new 

rear tyre. 24,700 miles

Neil says You want to see some miles 

on a Ducati odo! Shows it’s been used 

properly. Big service costs four figures, 

so 24,700 is good. Check this: porous 

cylinder heads on at least one batch.

ALSO CATCHING MY EYE THIS WEEK

THE BUYER
Neil Murray makes a living buying & selling

pre-loved metal – and he’s on your side

0 0 4 64 0 0 2 1 07 0 0 1 3 96

I don’t usually lend motorcycles to 

people, even when they’re not mine. 

From the few occasions I have, two of 

them (Ducati 748SPS, BMW R1200GS) 

have been crashed and written off, 

most are returned filthy and ALL have 

been returned with the fuel light on. 

So when I lent the Scout to one of our 

sister magazines a couple of weeks 

ago I wasn’t surprised when it was 

returned empty, filthy and the ‘check 

engine’ light on. The bike is now at local 

dealers Freedom Motorcycles as they 

try to find the cause of the fault.

The 1050’s exposed radiator 

concerned me from day one and 

at 3600 miles I fitted a guard, by 

which time stones had struck and 

twisted some fins. The official KTM 

part (£65.88) has been there for the 

subsequent 3600 miles and before-

and-after pictures show it has done 

a good job at stopping larger dings 

(though small stones have inevitably 

got through). It takes five minutes to 

fit, is held more securely than others 

I’ve seen and also improves the bike’s 

appearance.

Today is a sad day. It’s the day I finally 

wave goodbye to my rear tyre. We’ve 

been through so much together I 

might even frame it in my garage for 

posterity. I’m amazed how long this 

Metzeler Racetec RR K3 trackday 

tyre lasted. It’s done a fast trackday 

and more than 3500 miles of touring, 

but now it’s squaring-off. Not bad 

considering I was only banking on 2500 

miles from it. I can’t think of a better 

replacement, so I’ve fitted the same 

again. The front still has plenty of life 

left in it.  

RIDER Ped Baker RIDER Tony Hoare RIDER Michael Neeves

INDIAN SCOUT 

£10,399

KTM 1050 ADVENTURE 

£10,999

YAMAHA YZF-R1 

£14,999
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Andy’s on the 

hunt for that 

Goldilocks seat

Tidy Sprint ST for 

less than a grand? 

That’s value

It’ll go better if you 

take the bike off the 

centrestand…
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Next week
Why the word ‘rare’ isn’t always 

appealing in an advert
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SHOEI
X-SPIRIT III
£549.99-£649.99

Key facts about the X-Spirit III

1
It has new tear-off

posts that incorporate

pins for the Pinlock.

The new design allows easy

adjustment of the Pinlock to

correct the tension rather

than having to use a pair of

pliers to get it just right.

2
Shoei have revamped

the visor locking tab.

It’s now nearer the

front of the chinbar and

automatically locks when

the visor is fully closed.

Lifting the lever opens the 

visor slightly.

3
The X-Spirit III will

have four different

shell sizes.

Medium and large will

have their own dedicated

shell, while XS and S will

share a shell – as will XL 

and XXL.

GEAR

New race helmet takes
technology up a notch
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TH A
ARAI RX-7V from £599.99
Both Japanese big dogs are bringing

out new lids for 2016. The new Arai

isn’t on sale yet, but we’ve tested

early versions and have been

impressed with the reassuring

comfort and build quality.

The new liner is

adjustable so you

can tune the angle at

which the helmet sits

The new shell incorporates

a revised EPS with a better

system of air channels to

improve airflow and cooling

Shoei have unveiled images of their new X-Spirit III

racing helmet, which was set to make its debut on the

head of MotoGP World Champion Marc Marquez at

Aragon last weekend.

Its main design advances surround aerodynamic

improvements at speed, including removable wings

at the rear which help stabilise the rider’s head at high

track speeds. There are two sizes of wing – wider ones

improve stability in a straight line, while narrower ones

are more suitable for twistier circuits where a rider will

spend more time with the head turned.

There’s also a spoiler that slots in place on the base

of the chin to aid aerodynamic stability. Shoei have

also improved ventilation, with a new channel running

through the cheekpads to direct air from the chin vent

to help the rider cool.

The removable comfort lining is also adjustable so

the rider can alter the fore and aft angle on the head.

Both the cheekpads and skull pad can be rotated by

four degrees to tilt the lid back or both on the head,

which can increase or reduce the distance between

helmet brow and the rider’s eyes.

The new range-topping lid will go on sale early in

2016 and will be priced around the same mark as the

existing X-Spirit II, with a starting price of £549.99 for

plain colours or £649.99 for one of three graphics or an 

expected Marquez replica.

120
Pinlock say their Evo

insert stays clear for 120

seconds in a test that puts

it directly above a steam

machine. Normal inserts 

last 70 seconds.

Removable wings

boost stability at 

high speed
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At the sportier end of winter

handgear sit these new gloves

from Alpinestars, which have a

leather outer and the company’s

own Drystar breathable waterproof

membrane. There’s 80g Primaloft

insulation plus a hard knuckle

guard, as well as the race-style

finger bridge that connects the third

and fourth fingers. There’s a handy

plastic visor wipe on the left thumb

to let you keep your vision clear, 

plus a double cuff closure.

Qwww.alpinestars.com

British firm Renthal have gone all-out with thei

brake pad design for road riders. They use a sp

process to run sound-reducing graphite throug

whole compound, which is only matched by OE

(which usually cost more than the new Renthal

have an HH+ friction rating and Renthal claim t

demand low effort at the lever, wear three time

than rival brands and create little dust. They al

a ceramic heat shield to prevent brake fade und

extreme use.

Qwww.bandcexpress.co.uk

Alpinestars M56 gloves £99.99

Renthal RC-1 Sport
from £20.95 per pa

WIN
Want to get your hands on some top biking goodies for free?

It’s easy, so register now at winit.motorcyclenews.com

Oakley Prism Road Flak
Jacket Sunglasses, £116
Ideal for dealing with the low-

angle sunshine this time of year.

Enter until:October 31

Spidi GB Track Leather 
Jacket, £390

With CE protection at key points

it’s available in a range of colours.

Enter until: October 7 

Sportsbikeshop.com  
Gift Voucher

Choose from tons of bike gear

and accessories online.

Enter until: October 31

Haynes Manual for XJ6 & 
FJ6R, £24.99

We have two copies of these

essential manuals to giveaway.

Enter until: October 7

Just set to the desired
heat setting

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE

PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

GET IT WITHThe BEST place

to buy  biking kit!

CALL FOR A QUOTE TO ENTER*

WIN SBK Jonathan Rea’s racing leathers!*

100% genuine Rea leathers up for grabs

MONEY CAN’T BUY PRIZE:

X Signed Jonathan Rea racing leathers

X VIP tickets to Motorcycle Live

X Meet and greet the SBK Champion

X Racing leathers presented by Jonathan

Jonathan Rea photo courtesy of GeeBee images.
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Terms and
conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/jr-leathers-terms. On Modern, Classic and Six Wheel
quotes. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole 
Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649
carolenash.com
/insidebikes.com @insidebikes
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TESTED
30,000

MILES‘Looks like new
after three years 
on the road’
Alpinestars Tech St Gore-Tex
jacket £599 and trousers £449
Tester Michael Guy

Time used Three years/30,000 miles

What’s good? I’ve covered big miles in

all manner of weather conditions and this

Alpinestars suit continues to impress. There

are a number of stand-out features I really like.

The first is the fit because, unlike some baggy

and ill-fitting suits, this jacket and trouser

combination is incredibly well tailored. There

is no excess material on the outer, so the suit

does not flap around in the wind. The Gore-Tex

membrane also does exactly what it’s supposed

to and keeps me dry – no matter the weather.

And I also think it looks good. It’s the only suit

I’ve had where people still comment on how

it looks, largely due to leather detailing on the

shoulders, elbows, hips, knees, bum and inside

lower leg. I still get asked if it’s new, which is no

bad considering it’s done over 30,000 miles.

What’s not? Despite having worn this suit a lot

I need to get picky if I’m to find fault. The collar

is still stiff and makes my neck sore at the end

of a long day. The jacket has ventilation zips, bu

it’s a bit of a token gesture as they are not big

enough to give any true air flow. Also, the mod

has been discontinued now so buying it involve

hunting around. The prices above are for kit

we’ve seen online in the past couple of weeks.

Contact: www.alpinestars.com

Quality rating★★★★★

Value rating★★★★★

Stiff material doesn’t

flap in the wind, fit is also

adjustable using Velcro 

straps

Vents on the leg are

welcome, but aren’t

big enough to have any

meaningful effect

Leather outer on

shoulder, knees and lower

leg looks good and gives 

added protection

Zip occasionally gets

caught in excess material

and needs patience to 

free-up again

Decent fit and no excess

material to flap in the wind.

Durable weather protection

Now discontinued, but there are

some still for sale online. Vents 

don’t achieve a great deal

+

-

Held Camaris jacket £599.99
and Ravero trousers £499.99

AStars have discontinued their textile/

leather suit, but Held has something

similar that’s well constructed and has a

Gore-Tex lining that can also be worn

on the outside for more effective

protection from heavy rain.

www.held-uk.co.uk
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Tester Richard Newland

Time used Five years

What’s good? Standard bike toolkits tend to be

comedic these days, so this does a fantastic job

of standing in where manufacturers have cut corners. It’s

got pretty much everything you need the common jobs, like

adjusting your chain, removing a panel, tightening something

that’s worked loose, nipping up battery terminals etc. The only

time I add to it is if I’m riding a BMW, when a few Torx keys make 

a lot of sense due to the firm’s love of a star bolt.

What’s not? One of the great benefits of my kit is the torch,

which has sadly now been dropped from the newest version of

the kit. It’s easy enough to add your own for a couple of pounds.

Contact www.venhill.co.uk

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Cruz Tools Econokit M1 £54.21
Tester Tony Hoare

Time used Four months/4000 miles

What’s good? Adventure bike owners can be

demanding. We want a tyre that’s excellent on the

road, but still looks like credible off-road kit (regardless of

whether we’ll ever leave tarmac). The TrailSmart meets those

demands. It has the feel of a sports-touring tyre but the look

of a dirt tyre and can deal with light trails. They grip well in dry

or wet, are agile and lasted well. After 4000 miles they were

squaring off, but still had another 1000-2000 miles in them.

What’s not? The price is reasonable (we’ve shown an average

across three online retailers, before fitting), but equivalent

Bridgestone A40s are currently about 10% cheaper per pair.

Contact www.dunlop.eu/dunlop_uk/mc/

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★ 

Dunlop TrailSmart tyres approx £215

6500

MILES

Tester Emma Franklin

Time used Five years, 6500 miles

What’s good? For me the Held Titans (now

superseded by the Titan Evo) are the best-made

sports gloves on the market. Made from kangaroo leather

with tougher faux-stingray panels on the heel of the palm and

outer cuff for extra abrasion resistance, they have survived

many tumbles and remain totally intact. Their structured

construction instils a sense of security and makes other race

gloves feel more like they’ve been made for gardening.

What’s not? I managed to bash off the titanium knuckle plate

on the right glove when I smashed it against the ground in a

crash, but everything else has stayed put. They are costly. 

Contact www.held-uk.co.uk

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Held Titan gloves (now Evo, £249.99)

FIVE
YEARS

4000

MILES

AND GET 51 ISSUES FROM £60
A LIMITED-EDITION T-SHIRT

Terms & Conditions: *£60 relates to a print or digital subscription when you pay by direct debit. Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. The minimum term is 26 issues. After your first 26 issues (6 months) your subscription will continue unless you are notified otherwise. You will not receive a renewal
reminder and the Direct Debit payments will continue to be taken unless you tell us otherwise. This offer closes on October 7 2015. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. We reserve the right to provide an alternative gift of equal or higher value, or a 3 issue extension, if stocks are exhausted. Please
allow up to 28 working days for delivery of your gift. Gifts are not available for overseas subscribers. Calls from a BT landline will cost no more than 4p a minute. Call charges from other landline providers or mobile phones may vary. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. Overseas? 
Phone +44 1858 438828. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. For our full terms and conditions go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions” http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions.

Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/news or call *01858 438 884 and quote JBAA

CHOOSE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Closing date October 7 2015MCN SPECIAL OFFER

Offer 1: PRINT ONLY
6 monthly Direct Debit £35
Annual Direct Debit £60
1 year Credit/Debit card £80

Offer 2:
DIGITAL 
ONLY
6 monthly Direct 
Debit £35
Annual Direct 
Debit £60
1 year Credit/
Debit card £80

Offer 3: PRINT & I
6 monthly Direct Debit
Annual Direct Debit £7
1 year Credit/Debit card

+
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Q

I only have a short commute so

I don’t want winter kit, but I want

to stay dry on my Honda CBR125.

What are the best options?

Josh McGudgeon,

Cambridgeshire

The waterproof oversuit

is a biking staple that has

never really gone away. Most

manufacturers have a one-

piece and two-piece option in

their range. If you’re really on

a budget, a simple PVC option 

like the RST Rain (£29.99 jacket, 

£12.99 trousers), Richa Rain

Warrior (£29.99/£19.99) or

Spada 912/911 (£39.95/£16.95)

will do the job. But if you can

stretch that budget a little

higher, the REV’IT Nitric H2O

and Acid H2O combination

(£59.99/£32.99) is made from a

PVC-free material that makes it

breathable so you won’t be left

soggy by body vapour, which

can be a real issue with cheap 

waterproof oversuits.

Q
Why is my lever
coming back to 

the bar?

The front brake on my Kawasaki ER-6

has become inconsistent. If I grab a

handful the lever is firm and it pulls

up smartly. But when I’m riding

slowly and feathering the front brake

lever it keeps coming back to the bar,

so I have to release it and pump it back

up. The pads are fine; disc run-out is

within limits; no leaks and there’s fluid 

in the reservoir.

James Guthrie, Kingsland

Answered by Evan Davies,

BMW Off-Road Skills

I had a similar problem on a R1200GS

that wouldn’t go away after several

bleeding sessions. In the end I cured it

when I removed the master cylinder

and stripped it down. When I took

out the master cylinder piston and

inspected its rubber seal I found a bit

of dirt sitting on the rubber lip of the

piston that must have been holding the

seal away from the side under low

lever pressure and allowing the fluid to 

bleed through.

After 50 years of riding I

have just had my first major

accident, leaving me with a

broken shoulder. It hasn’t

put me off biking, but are

there any airbag suits on

the market that are suitable 

for touring use?

Dave Schofi eld, email

Answered by

Keith Roissetter,

Infinity Motorcycles

There are several touring-

style airbag systems on the

market: the Dainese D-air

Street gilet or Thunderstorm 

jacket, Helite Turtle and

Hi-Viz vests and Touring

jacket and Alpinestars Tech

Air system. The Dainese

setup has to be used with

M-kit sensors fitted to your

bike. That costs around

£440 on top of the cost of

the jacket which retails at 

£1050. A vest is £530.

Dainese has also just

revealed a new jacket – the

D-Air Misano – which has all

the electronics built in and

doesn’t need sensors on the

bike. It is expected to cost 

around £999.

Helite started out

supplying the equestrian

market in 2009 and the

method they use is an airbag 

triggered by a lanyard.

Another horsey firm to look

at is Point Two. A simple

overvest from Helite or Point

Two costs around £400 and

will go over whatever you

choose to wear, while Helite

also offers textile or leather

jackets with the kit built in 

for £575 to £800.

The Helite and Point

Two can both be easily re-

charged by the user if they

are triggered, while the

Dainese and Alpinestars

systems require factory 

resetting.

Alpinestars’ Tech Air

system has just gone on

sale in the UK and doesn’t

have to be linked to sensors 

on the bike. It isn’t a

standalone system, but is

instead designed to be used

with specific Alpinestars

jackets. The airbag costs

£1000 with jackets ranging 

from £300-£600.

OWNING & RIDING

ANY QUESTION

ANSWERED
If we don’t know the answer, we’ll fi nd the person who does

The airbag suit market is

growing and there are some

tempting options out there

Braking issue on an ER-6 may be due to

obstructions in the master cylinder
Dainese D-air tech is used by
racers like Rossi and Sykes

The D-air airbag system
deploys in around 45m/secs

What airbag suits
are on the market?

Q

54

RST Rain

£29.99
Spada 912

£39.95
REV’IT Nitric H2O

What’s a good solution to keep 
me dry on short journeys?

Richa Rain Warrior

£29.99 £59.99
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What does this
component do

on my XJR1300?

I have just removed the front

sprocket cover of my 2003 Yamaha

XJR1300 and a bit of rubber about

70mm long and 30mm wide fell out.

On one end it has an indent as if it fits

over a bolt head or something. On

the other end it has a spigot which is

cut in half about half way down the

length, it is also a smaller diameter 

than the main part of the block.

Dave Hayes, email

Answered by Stuart Gaines, Herne

Bay Motorcycles

In 2003 the speedo drive switched

from a front wheel cable to an

electronic pickup on the output shaft.

There’s an opening in the sprocket

cover that it should slot into so

the indent is hidden and just the 

hex head is showing.

Q What should I
check before

buying a 2001 R6?
I’m going to see a 2001 Yamaha R6

that’s had four owners in its 28,000-

mile life. Is there anything specific I 

should look out for?

Tom Parrott, email

Answered by Shaun Lock,

Bridge Motorcycles

Ask that the engine isn’t warmed up

before you arrive so you can check

its cold-starting performance. If it

struggles that could indicate a valve

clearance issue. The 24,000-mile

valve clearance service intervals

on Yamahas are great on one level,

but if you are the third or fourth

owner it becomes hard to justify a

£500 service on a £2500 bike, so the 

temptation is to skip it.

Mystery part is from the speedo pickup

Check for cold-starting performance

Q Liability for a
runaway horse?

I was riding along a country lane

when a horse ran out of a field

causing me to lose control of the

bike. I broke my arm and have a lot

of bruising. My wife went back to

the scene of the accident and took

photographs of the fencing around

the field the horse escaped from.

The fences were not in their first

youth and appeared to have been

badly repaired in a number of places.

The owner of the horse is refusing

to compensate me saying her

horse was on livery at the time and

therefore she believes that the livery

yard is responsible.

Who is liable for my injuries, the

horse owner or the livery yard?

Paul Higgs, Gloucester

If it is true the horse was on livery

at the time of the accident then the

yard owner is under a duty to have

taken reasonable care of the horse

and should have taken reasonable

steps to ensure its and others’

safety, for example by satisfactorily

maintaining the perimeter fencing. 

This is known as bailment.

Answered by Tiffany Coates.

Tiffany travelled over 200,000

miles on her BMW R80GS and

crossed every continent at least

once, if not two or three times

More dangerous than the roads

ahead can be drinking tap water, 

eating salads and ice in your

drinks. Ice cream? Forget it.

Staying healthy on the road is

hugely important. Check your

vaccinations before you go and

ask your GP what you should

be immunised against for each

country. The tropics in particular

can bring their own pleasures

and perils – bilharzia, malaria,

giardia and basically anything 

nasty ending with an “a”.

The are unpleasant diseases

overseas, but you can get the

drugs you need over the counter

in most places. Be careful, but

try not to be paranoid; if you get

ill, seek medical attention. And

carry a thermometer, because

if you’ve got a fever you’ll need

to know if your temperature

reaches a serious level – it saved 

my life once.

The bottom line: don’t leave

home without a good level of

medical and travel insurance 

– regardless of the cost.

How do I stay healthy 
on the road?Q

Why isn’t more
attention paid

to fuel economy?

BMW’s bikes have for a long time

performed much better than

their rivals in an aspect that has

become increasingly important

– fuel economy. The gap is often

substantial, with BMWs being 15%

and even 20% better than rivals,

including those with world-leading 

technology such as Honda.

One factor comes down to

nothing more than attitude: BMW

considers economy more important

than some others, so more effort is

put into it. But the difference comes

down to more than tweaking.

Partly it’s because of the engine

mapping, where not only is the fuel

supply shut off when the throttle

is closed (all fuel injection systems

do this to varying degrees), but the

amount of additional fuel that’s

injected when the throttle is opened

is controlled especially carefully.

To get a really crisp, punchy

response when you turn the

twistgrip, you need a good dollop 

of extra fuel to be squirted in,

enriching the mixture but worsening

economy. You do notice this with

BMWs, which can feel more

laboured and less responsive than

some rivals, but the payback is the

more thrifty fuel use.

But the main factor is the design

of the engine itself. BMW pays more

attention to turbulence within the

combustion chamber on partial

throttle openings than other bike

firms appear to. It’s ironic that while

we pay most attention to power

figures at full throttle, most bikes

spend the majority of their time on

partial throttle openings, yet the 

Don’t let nasty

bugs spoil your

tour of a lifetime

Q

TRAVEL & TOURING

‘You may wish to

send letters of claim

to both livery yard

and horse owner’

Andrew

Campbell
Solicitor and author

of the MCN Law

column for the last 

five years

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer.

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk or 

call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your legal questions

Q

You should instruct a solicitor

who will send a letter of claim to

the livery yard owner in the first

instance to which they will have 21

days to respond and a further three

months in which to make a decision

in respect of liability.

If it transpires that the horse was

not on livery then the owner would

potentially be liable. It is likely that

the livery yard owner and animal

owner will have third party liability

insurance through pet insurance

to cover your claim. You may wish

to discuss with your solicitor the

possibility of sending a letter of

claim to both in the first instance

so the clock starts ticking and you

can decide who you wish to pursue

when you receive the responses.

55  

combustion processes are given

relatively low priority in most cases. 

BMW look very carefully at

how well the fuel-air mixture is

swirling in the combustion chamber

even when you’re trickling along.

When the swirl is still taking place

effectively, the fuel is being well

mixed with the air and efficiency

is maintained. If the swirl is poor,

there will be clouds of rich and lean

mixture in the chamber, efficiency

is reduced and economy suffers.

It’s governed mostly by intake port

design and valve shape, and it can

conflict with achieving the best 

maximum horsepower.

TECH WATCH

BMW design is

geared towards

economy as much

as outright power 
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SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

Huge
stock for
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

01484 353 600 • 0845 458 0077 • www.motorworks.co.uk

The BEST 

place

to buy

biking  kit www.mcnbikesforsale.com

BMW

BENELLI

APRILIA
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FANTASTIC CHOICE OF SPORTS & SPORTS TOURERS www.dkmotorcycles.co.uk

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BURGUNDY

26317 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 WHITE

6423 MILES £7,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON
FXDL DYNA LOW RIDER 2005 BLUE

34788 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI VN2000 VULCAN
2009 BLACK/RED

4142 MILES £8,499

KAWASAKI VN1600 NOMAD
2005 BLACK/SILVER
23424 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI VULCAN S
2015 WHITE

2202 MILES £5,599

YAMAHA XV700 VIRAGO
1985 BLACK

17738 MILES £2,999

KAWASAKI GTR1400
2014

NEW UNREG £11,999

HONDA VTX1300CT INTERSTATE
2010 BLACK

8038 MILES £7,999

HONDA F6C VALKYRIE
1998 BLACK

24207 MILES £6,999

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
1999 YELLOW

20381 MILES £3,999

SUZUKI VS1400 INTRUDER
2008 BLACK

12791 MILES £4,499

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE TOURER
1998 RED/CREAM

26305 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2005 BLUE/SILVER

13536 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI H2 NINJA
2015 BLACK
NEW £22,000

SUZUKI VZ400 DESPERADO
1999 RED/WHITE

20957 MILES £2,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2007 BLUE/SILVER

18933 MILES £7,499

YAMAHA XVZ1300 TOUR CLASSIC
1996 CREAM/BLACK
46349 MILES £4,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 ORANGE

24900 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2006 SILVER 9413 MILES

£5,999

SUZUKI M1500 INTRUDER
2011 BLACK

4991 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2004 RED/SILVER

33159 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2006 RED/SILVER

3812 MILES £6,999

YAMAHA XVS1100 DRAGSTAR
2003 WHITE/GREY

17455 MILES £5,499

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BLK/RED

19226 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2008 BLACK

41809 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 BLACK

30838 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN1500 DRIFTER
1999 MAROON

14510 MILES £5,499

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2006 GREY

30792 MILES £5,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XLH1200 SPORTSTER
2003 WHITE

14531 MILES £5,499

YAMAHA XV1300 MIDNIGHT STAR
2007 BLACK

30334 MILES £4,999

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2005 BLACK

14902 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN900 CLASSIC
2006 RED

12468 MILES £4,999

KAWASAKI VN1700 VOYAGER
2010 SILVER

5941 MILES £10,499

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE TOURER
1997 GREEN/CREAM
17268 MILES £7,499

YAMAHA XV1100 VIRAGO
1995 ORANGE/RED

12076 MILES £3,999

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
2003 RED

19555 MILES £4,599

SUZUKI VL800 VOLUSIA
2004

CHOICE FROM £3,999

SUZUKI VS1400 INTRUDER
2002 BLACK/GREY

20952 MILES £3,999

YAMAHA XV1700 WARRIOR
2007 BLACK

2507 MILES £6,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883C SPORTSTER
2004 RED

40658 MILES £4,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2006 SILVER

12409 MILES £6,599

YAMAHA XV1900 RAIDER
2009 RED

25878 MILES £8,999

YAMAHA XVS650 V-STAR
2007 BLACK

10456 MILES £4,499

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 ORANGE

3377 MILES £8,499

01782
861100

CHOOSE FROM
OVER 200

USED BIKES
SELECTED MODELS COME

WITH LIFETIME MOT, SERVICED
WITH 6 MONTHS WARRANTY.

CAN’T GET
FINANCE?
WE CAN
HELP!

WIDE RANGE
OF CLOTHING

AND
ACCESSORIES

www.motorcyclenews.com

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

DUCATI

BSA

BMW
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HARLEY
DAVIDSON

HONDA

ENFIELD

DUCATI
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The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000

motorcycles for sale

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

KTM

KAWASAKI

INDIAN

HYOSUNG

HUSQVARNA

HONDA
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www.mcnbikesforsale.com

TRIUMPH

SUZUKI

RIEJU

PIAGGIO

PEUGEOT

MV-AGUSTA

MOTO-GUZZI

LEXMOTO
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1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

YAMAHATRIUMPH
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
SHOCK ABSORBERS

TYRES

Motorcycle Tyre Specialists
TAMWORTH, STAFFS B79 7XA - 2 miles from Junction 10 M42

Large stocks of Motorcycle Tyres
Wheel removal available

Tel: 01827 62174
www.tyrelinkuk.co.uk
sales@tyrelinkuk.co.uk

Price includes business, websites, bikes and all stock.

Option to rent or buy house which provides holiday

accommodation. Business is well established with

worldwide presence and high client return rate.

Rated top of search google pages.

No dreamers please and only people with the

cash need to apply for more details.

SALE NOT URGENT SO I CAN WAIT FOR THE RIGHT PERSON.

SUCCESSFUL MOTORBIKE RENTALS AND TOURS BUSINESS

FOR SALE IN SOUTHERN SPAIN - Guide £350,000

Call Mark on 0208 133 4565 or 0034 667 350 500

email mcfc40@aol.com

FIRST TIME ON OFFER!!

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

SERVICES

ANYTHING
CONSIDERED

IMMEDIATE
COLLECTION

ANYWHERE
CASH WAITING

01978 821765

07836 369642

ALL BIKES
WANTED

DAMAGED
BIKES

Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON,
BRIDGESTONE,

PIRELLI, METZELER,
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service
TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS,

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND
SERVICING ON MOST

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE
TEL: 020 7228 1714

O Renthal steel front and
aluminium alloy rear sprockets

O J.T. steel sprockets
O Rear sprocket manufacturing

service
O Tsubaki Japanese chain

plus other brands
O Massive stocks
O Fast Mail Order Service

Potterhanworth Lincoln LN4 2DX

Tel. 01522 791369
Fax. 01522 794262

www.bandcexpress.co.uk

20
YEARS

SERVICE

SHOW PLATES
from £9.95
+ £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans.........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates.................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates.....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00

Qualstitch
The Bikers Tailor

Alterations,Repairs,
Zip Replacements to
Leathers, Clothing,

Gloves, Boots, Bags.
Seats Recovered.

If it needs Stitching
Contact us.
@Marshalls

T:01332 771716
E:info@qualstitch.com

W:Qualstitch.com

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHASBIKES 
LTD

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES
IN CENTRAL LONDON

020 7582 7878

EXHAUSTS

‘4–1’s’ ROAD, RACE, CUSTOM,
ENDURO, CLASSIC &

REPLACEMENT ORIGINALS,
4 STROKE ONLY.
1970 TO DATE.

(Also VMax Specialists).

TEL: 024 7644 2054
www.exactrep.co.uk
COBRA MA·RVING EAGLE

MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

w w w. a a ron rad i a t o r. co. uk

5 4 Wh i t eho rse Lane, London SE25 6RQ
w w w. a a ron rad i a t o r. co. uk

Est. 1962

Radiators &
O i l-Coolers
New or repaired

Modern / Classic / Vintage
National  Service

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

0208 293 5335

ABC Tyres Bridgend

HIGH GRADE PART
WORN TYRES

Specialising in
190-55-17, 180-55-17,

120-70-17 tyres
Mail order next day delivery

Tel: 01656 662202

0208 293 5335

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small
English run
hotel just 5
minutes from
the famous
B500.
Relax, unwind

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

VISORS

PINLOCK

www.ridersoffshore.com

Call now on

01481 728300 

0208 293 5335

NORMANDY
LA MOTTE

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

THE IMAGE WORKS
motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics
X Latest Race Replicas
X One-Offs
X 20 YEARS experience
X Insurance Approved
X Country’s BIGGEST database
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

ALL BIKES

WANTED
Cash paid, Will collect,

Friendly professional service,
Finance settled,

Approx valuation by phone,
Contact Norman

07747 810259
www.hythehillmotorcycles.co.uk

HELMET &
VISORS

CHAINS &
SPROCKETS

WANTED &
EXCHANGE

TRIKES &
SIDECARS

CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

NUMBER
PLATES

MOTORCYCLE
TRANSPORTATION

LEATHER
REPAIRS

FRAME
STRAIGHTENING

CHROME
PLATING

SHOCK
ABSORBERS

RADIATORS

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

EXHAUSTS

BRAKE DISCS

ACCOMMODATION

WK BIKES

ROAD RACING

PAINTWORK

DECALS

TRAILERS

SPEEDOS
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SITUATIONS VACANT

DEVELOPMENT TECHNICIAN
SIX MONTHS FIXED TERM CONTRACT 

HINCKLEY, LEICESTERSHIRE

Triumph Motorcycles Ltd is a global business which designs, manufactures

and distributes over 50,000 motorcycles per annum. Triumph has annual

sales of over £300m and employs over 2,000 people worldwide.

The business has enjoyed continuous success since the start of production 

in 1990 due to massive investment into innovative new manufacturing

processes, close interaction amongst dealers and distributors on a

world-wide basis and most importantly of all, Triumph’s empathy with its 

customers and enthusiasts.

Our Design Team is seeking a qualified Development Technician to service

and maintain the development motorcycle test fleet. As an experienced

motor cycle or motor vehicle technician you will build development engines

and chassis to a high standard as well as accurately maintain workload

databases and support other areas of the business as required. You will

also support on and off site testing which will occasionally involve overseas 

travel. A full motorcycle and car driving licence is essential.

Triumph offers a variety of competitive benefit schemes which can be

utilised by all staff including 25 days holiday plus bank holidays, a Pension

Scheme, Cycle to Work Scheme and Childcare Vouchers. Additionally, all 

staff have the opportunity to purchase motorcycles, clothing and 

accessories at a heavily discounted rate.

To apply please go to our website www.careers.triumph.co.uk 

Closing date: 11th October 2015

Applications will only be accepted from candidates

who have the unrestricted right to work in the EU.

KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPE’S LARGEST PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares ow ers.co.u

SPARES 
Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced
312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON - MAIL ORDER
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE UK

ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE, MOTOCROSS & 
POWER EQUIPMENT

SPARES

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s 1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete
s Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda
s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS

SOS MOTORCYCLE RECOVERY

Are recruiting for

Rescue and Recovery Technicians
in London and Home Counties.

All other area’s throughout UK considered.

Must have good mechanical knowledge,

company vehicle provided and good rates 

of pay.

Contact Dan Major on 08442 48 77 85 

for more information

PART TIME MOTORCYCLE
INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR

BUSY NORTH LONDON SITE
V Full training given
V No previous experience required
VWeekend work is essential
V You must have held a full bike licence for
over three years

Please contact Daniel Everitt
at Camrider on 0208 0459889

dan.everitt@camrider.com

GET IT WITH

The

BEST

place

to buy

biking 

kit!

01484 353 600

0845 485 0077

www.motorworks.co.uk

genuine spare

parts

BIKERS WORLD

Solus Aprilia dealer for all
your Aprilia spares.

(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955

G
9421

requires experienced
OWNER RIDERS

FOR BUSY CENTRAL
LONDON COURIER

COMPANY
Minimum & Distance Work.

xda job allocation.
Weekly BAC’s Payment

0207 685 1112

Usedmotorcyclespares
Fastdeliveryservice

01538 750797
www.sparesformotorcycles.co.uk
Damaged bikes wanted for cash 

TRIUMPHNEW/USEDPARTS/

ACCESSORIESHINCKLEYMODELS.

SPRINTMANUFACTURING

WWW.TRIUMPHPARTS.CO.UK01985

850821
�
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CALL FOR A QUOTE TO ENTER*

WIN SBK Jonathan Rea’s
racing leathers!*

100% genuine Rea leathers 
up for grabs

MONEY CAN’T BUY PRIZE:

X Signed Jonathan Rea racing leathers

X VIP tickets to Motorcycle Live

X Meet and greet the SBK Champion

X Racing leathers presented by Jonathan

Jonathan Rea photo courtesy of GeeBee images.
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/jr-leathers-terms. On Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and
conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. ^^DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend 

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649

carolenash.com

Six Wheel | Multi-Bike | Off Road | Custom | Future Classic | Modern Bike | Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes

� UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

� Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event of 
an accident which is not your fault

� RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage cover 
when riding other bikes

� FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^^

� Dedicated UK based call centre
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#thatswhyiride

*Prize draw available to direct quotes only obtained before 31st October 2015.
For full Terms and Conditions please visit www.bennetts.co.uk/whyiride-tcs.
†Full details of Bennetts Exclusives can be found when you purchase a policy, register and log in to  
www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards.

That’s why I ride •

Why ride with Bennetts?

•

•

•

Recommended by riders

Common modifications covered as standard    

24 hour claims

Motorcycle insurance specialist

Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses†

Get a new quote at  

bennetts.co.uk

0800 107 0778

For your chance to win a Suzuki GSX-R1000

and a monthly prize of £250 worth of kit*

For the adventure.

Max, 48, Sheffield

To get away from it all.
Jason, 42, Manchester

“

“

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST
5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S 

ACCESS CHARGE

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

O The best policy at the best  
price, buy and save

O We search over 30 insurance
companies

O FREE Breakdown Cover

O FREE legal protection

O Instant cover and instalments

O FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover including 
Personal Accident Cover

Proud sponsors
of the new 2015

Be Wiser
Kawasaki

British Superbike
Team

Call today, get covered and join

mcebikes.com

0844 338 6

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8.30am - 9pm Mon - Fri,
9am - 5pm Sat & 10am - 4pm Sun
Open Bank holidays: 9am - 5.30pm

Or visit us at:

CLUB MCE
Incredible once in a life
at every round of MCE

BE PART OF IT!

*Calls will cost 7 pence per minute, plus your phone               
company's access charge.

*

A fresh
approach to

insurance

Now available in

Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*

www.principalinsurance.ie

Call us FREE on:

0330 024 1587*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes. *Calls to
this number cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and
must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,
Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 
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Jonathan Rea photo courtesy of GeeBee images.
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm.
*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/jr-leathers-terms. On Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. ^^DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. 
Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841. 

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend 

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649

carolenash.com

Six Wheel | Multi-Bike | Off Road | Custom | Future Classic | Modern Bike | Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes

� UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

� Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event of 
an accident which is not your fault

� RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage cover 
when riding other bikes

� FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^^

� Dedicated UK based call centre

CALL FOR A QUOTE TO ENTER*

WIN SBK Jonathan Rea’s
racing leathers!*

100% genuine Rea leathers 
up for grabs

MONEY CAN’T BUY PRIZE:

X Signed Jonathan Rea racing leathers

X VIP tickets to Motorcycle Live

X Meet and greet the SBK Champion

X Racing leathers presented by Jonathan

SBK CHAMPION 2015

CAROLE NASH AMBASSADOR

JONATHAN REA

CONGRATULATIONS!
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Johnston leads

Rutter and Le Grelle

on his way to winning

at Frohburg on Sunday

Fantastic race circuit and the
beer at the end’s not bad either…
Sunday’s Frohburg road race

meeting was the closing round of

the International Road Race series, a

six-round championship that is held

on closed road circuits in Belgium,

Holland and the Czech Republic as

well as at the German venue.

“The track is absolutely fantastic,

it’s a brilliant circuit,” Michael Rutter 

enthused.

“It has really fast corners and

some proper late braking. It is a hard

place to overtake but the surface is

very good.

“All of the front guys here are

pretty fast and smooth,” Gary

Johnson said of his continental

rivals. Before winning the feature

race, Lee Johnston joked that he

had been finishing fifth all day as

he lost out to IRRC regulars like

Didier Grams, Johann Fredriks and 

Sebastian Le Grelle.

Le Grelle competed against

Valentino Rossi in 500cc Grand Prix

during 2000 and spent three years in 

the World Supersport series.

The Belgian, who also rides a

BMW S1000RR, had already been

crowned IRRC Superbike champion

before Frohburg after winning six

races in this year’s championship.
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Lee Johnston’s brilliant 2015 road racing
season continued on Sunday with the
diminutive Irishman winning the Joey
Dunlop feature race at the Frohburg
road races in Germany on the ECC/
Burden’s BMW.

It was the latest triumph for the
Fermanagh racer in a year that has
seen him secure his first TT podium
alongside a NW200 victory and a treble
at the Ulster Grand Prix. Having fol-
lowed in the wheel tracks of Michael
Dunlop to become one of the sport’s
rising stars, Johnston was fired up on
Sunday by his Ballymoney rival’s 2014
Frohburg success.

“Once I heard Michael had won here
last year and broke the lap record I was
determined to win,” Johnston smiled.

Riding his superstock-spec S1000RR,
the 26-year-old had to beat off a fierce
challenge from veteran Michael Rutter
on a factory-spec Penz13.com BMW.
Rutter shot into lead at the start of the
feature event and led Johnston for two 

26 year old makes 2015 a stellar year after securing yet another win

laps before the younger man eventually
made his move.

“Once he got in front, he started to
pull away,” Rutter explained.

Pushing hard, Johnston escaped a
big moment at the fast Steinbruch left-
hander on the climb out of the town.

“I went down a gear too many and
lost the front,” he said. “It’s about
150mph through there and I had to save
it with my knee and Michael managed
to get back in front again.”

Johnston regained the lead at the
chicane and was declared the winner
when the red flags came out on lap nine
of ten after a blown engine dropped oil
around the 2.95-mile Saxony circuit.

Rutter’s team-mate at Frohburg,
Gary Johnson, had been a podium
finisher in one of the three Superbike
races run earlier in the day but the dou-
ble TT winner, who was riding a BMW
for the first time, was out of luck in the
feature race after an electrical fault saw
his S1000RR grind to a halt. Johnson
revealed that he will join Rutter on the
German Penz13.com squad’s machines 
at Macau next month. 

Runner-up Rutter toasts Johnston’s

win in the Joey Dunlop Open race

LEE JOHNSTON
RULES FROHBURG
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LORENZO
CLOSES THE GAP 
AT HOME RACE

p78

By Stephen Davison

MCN ROADS REPORTER
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL SHOWDOWN OFFER

100% OF THE
SHOWDOWN TEAMS
CHOOSE GBRacing®

10%
DISCOUNT
Use Code MCN10PC
www.GBRacing.eu  

Valid until 31.10.15

ENHANCED TRACK SAFETY

Bolt-on secondary crankcase protective covers.

Designed, developed & manufactured in-house.

Distributed Worldwide for use on track & road. 

www.GBRacing.eu

@GBRacingEU

facebook.com/gbracing.eu

Made in UK
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With just five races remaining in the
2015 MCE British Superbike season,
Milwaukee Yamaha man Josh Brookes
sits firmly in control of the standings
having opened up a 28-point lead after
just one round of the Showdown.

Taking a double victory last time
out in both wet and dry conditions at
Assen, the Australian has now won
nine of the last 11 races.

Even more important than his com-
manding points lead is Brookes’ cur-
rent mental state. Riding on a wave
of confidence, his ongoing form and
speed on the R1 are ominous for his
Showdown rivals.

With the series now heading to the

Rivals at a loss as
Brookes looks set 
to continue BSB
domination at 
Silverstone

fast and flowing Silverstone this week-
end, he is well placed to pick up exactly
where he left off in Holland.

Brookes’ closest rival remains reign-
ing champion Shane Byrne but he
struggled at Assen and is working
flat-out with his team to improve the
Kawasaki in time for Silverstone.

A contributing factor to Byrne’s woes
at Assen was a lack of dry track time
and as MCN went to press the team
were planning a test before heading to
Silverstone in a bid to establish a new
base-setting on the ZX-10R.

Can they do it and still take the fight
to Brookes? Yes – but it’s not going to
be easy.

Byrne and his PBM squad also face
another threat, this time from behind
with a resurgent James Ellison closing
him down in the Showdown standings.
Now only 13 points adrift of Byrne, the
JG Speedfit Kawasaki rider has admit-

ted that while he’s stumped to find an
answer to Brookes, he’s gunning for
Shakey and second in the series.

With three ultra-fast riders in the
mix in the Showdown, plus a whole host
of wildcards out to spoil it for the top
six, Silverstone this weekend will be
as intriguing as it will be spectacular.
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Walker and Buchan lose BSB rides
MCE British Superbike organisers

MSV have confirmed paddock

speculation regarding the future

of the AP Kawasaki team, who

have raced in 2015 under the Be

Wiser Kawasaki squad with Danny

Buchan and Chris Walker onboard.

In a brief statement MSV said

that the squad have withdrawn

their entry for the remaining two

rounds, potentially bringing to an

end an impressive first full season

for reigning National Superstock 

1000 champion Buchan.

Team sponsor Be Wiser

expressed their disappointment at

the team’s ‘inability to fulfill their

obligations’ despite receiving their

full sponsor payments.

While the cause of the collapse

of the team has yet to be made

public, it isn’t the first time this

season the squad have made

headlines outside of the racing

itself. Earlier in the year they

parted ways with team manager

and former BSB champion Tommy

Hill over a ‘difference in opinion’. Walker could sit out the rest of 2015

JOSH?

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

BSB REPORTER

Silverstone
Length 3.6673miles/5.901km

Lap record Josh Brookes - Suzuki 2:06.253 (2011)

2014 pole position Ryuichi Kiyonari

2014 race one winner Shane Byrne

2014 race two winner Ryuichi Kiyonari

Maggots

Becketts

Stowe

Vale

Club

Abbey

Luffield

Brooklands

Woodcote

Chapel

Hangar
Straight

Copse

Donington Third, sixth

Brands Hatch Third, third

Oulton Park Second, third

Snetterton Second, second

Knockhill Third, third

Brands Hatch First, first

Thruxton First, first

Cadwell Park First, first

Oulton Park Fourth,first,  

second

Assen First, first

BROOKES’ YEAR

BSB PREVIEW
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W
ith the dust settling on his
title-winning celebrations
in Jerez, Jonathan Rea has
finally had time to reflect on

the fact he’s joined an illustrious list
of WSB champions – including fellow
Brit Carl Fogarty.

“It’s only just sinking in,” explains
Rea after arriving back into Northern
Ireland following the Jerez WSB.

“I’ve had an amazing reception, es-
pecially on the news and other media.
The last racing world champion we
had was in 1986, which is a long time
ago with Joey Dunlop and Brian Reid.”

Rea paid a fitting tribute to his past
heroes by donning actual helmets
worn by Dunlop and Reid as part of a
perfectly choreographed celebratory
cool down lap in Jerez after clinching
the title in race one, 10 days ago.

“Winning the championship with

…but not three! Four-time 
world champ congratulates 
Jonathan Rea

five races still to go showed the
measure of the year that we’ve
had – it’s been incredible. I’m just
so happy to get it done because
I’ve been working to this goal for
a long, long time.”

Ironically Rea’s title-winning
weekend proved to be the most
difficult of his 2015 season. His
two fourth places were the first
time in the opening 12 races that
he had finished off the podium.

“That was hard to get my head
round because I won the title in
the hardest race of the year. It
was great to do the celebratory
lap, but I was more worried
about getting back to the garage
to speak to my mechanics about
getting my bike sorted for race
two than I was about doing all
the PR commitments!”

Rea has been in WSB full time
since 2009. Even as a rookie he was
fast, beating far more established and

REA: ‘FOGGY 
SAYS I CAN 
WIN TWO 
MORE…’  

By Michael Guy

SPORTS EDITOR

experienced team-mates Carlos 
Checa and Ryuichi Kiyonari. In 
fact Rea has never been beaten 
by a team-mate in seven years 
of WSB. But beating your team-
mate isn’t enough to secure 
your legacy unless you are Jorge 
Lorenzo or Valentino Rossi in 
MotoGP this year.

“I was always the nearly guy. 
Yeah I could win races, but guys 
like that don’t get remembered,” 
he says. 

“I could have had a really 
good career winning races, but 
if I hadn’t won a championship 
I would’ve gone down in history 
as just another good motorcycle 
racer. But now I’m a world cham-
pion and there is only a select 
group of people in the world get 
to lift that trophy.”

That elite group of fellow WSB 
champions continues to grow into 

an ever more eclectic mix of greats. 

From Doug Polen to Fred Merkel, Scott 
Russell, Carl Fogarty, Colin Edwards, 
Troy Bayliss, Carlos Checa, Ben Spies 
and Max Biaggi to name a few.

“I remember when I first started road 
racing seeing Neil Hodgson lift the WSB 
trophy in 2003 and I was hooked. Neil 
has become a really close friend and 
he still has that aura around him that 
only world championships can give 
and it’s the same with James Toseland. 
I had those guys to follow and now I’m 
a world champion too it feels amazing. 
I don’t know what will happen in the 
future and I hope it doesn’t change me 
too much, but I’m sure I’ll be able to 
dine out on it for a few years (laughs).”

“I’ve got a world championship tro-
phy in my house and that’s something 
I’ve always dreamed of. Now I need to 
focus on having more goals! Foggy tex-
ted me the other day saying well done 
and how he thought I’ve got a couple 
more titles in me, he said two more 
would be fine, just don’t make it three!”

On top of the world. It’s been a long 

time coming but Rea’s finally No1

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW



2015 WORLD
SUPERBIKE
CHAMPION

Representa ive Example:

36 repayments of _____________________________ £145.00
Final repayment of __________________________ £5,703.00
Cash price ________________________________ £12,335.00
Agreement duration_________________________ 37 months
Deposit ___________________________________ £2,561.00
Total amount of credit ________________________ £9,774.00
Purchase fee

† __________________________________ £10.00
Total amount payable ________________________ £13,484.00
Interest rate (fixed) _____________________________4.75%
Representative APR __________________________ 4.9% APR
†Included in final repayment. This finance example is based on an annual mileage of 4,000

The subsidised Black & White Promotion saves you
£932 compared to our standard PCP over the full term
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PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE

BLACK

T
H
E

WHITE

P
R
O
M
O
T
IO

N

Create your own memories on the road to victory!

For full details and other qualifying models, visit:

www.kawasaki-kalculator.co.uk
Credit is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. This finance offer is only available through Kawasaki Finance, which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Subject to availability. Offer 

ends 31 December 2015 and requires a minimum deposit of 15%. Finance term 37 months. All brand new road machines are supplied with a two year warranty, Master Scheme Security, one year’s Kawasaki RAC Assist, one year’s Kawasaki Riders Club Membership 

and access to unique Kawasaki content via email and other communication channels. Kawasaki Motors UK, a branch of Kawasaki Motors Europe N.V., 1 Dukes Meadow, Millboard Road, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5XF.
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‘You qualified 

to drive that thing, 

sunshine?’

Rea’s old man wasn’t too shabby on a race bike himself…

Rea with ex-racer 

dad Jonathan Snr at 

the family firm

MORE OF THE 
SAME IN 2016?
There may be four races left to run 

in 2015, but the top WSB teams have 

already begun preparations for 2016. 

Suzuki have a new GSX-R, Yamaha 

are back with their formidable R1 

and Ducati have shown that their 

Panigale is well and truly up to speed 

having won five races so far this 

season in the hands of Chaz Davies.

And Kawasaki have a new ZX-10R 

for freshly-crowned champ Jonathan 

Rea, who told MCN: “We’ve got a new 

bike for next year and we’ve already 

been testing some revised parts and 

that gives a lot more motivation. I’ve 

never been in a position when the 

season is still going, to start thinking 

about the next model coming. 

“People ask me about my rivals, 

but I don’t worry about that because 

they are something that I cannot 

control. All I can do is go away and 

have a really good off-season and 

make sure I’m in the best possible 

shape. In all honesty I don’t think 

we have to change the plan we had 

from the last winter test and we need 

to work straight away on getting 

comfortable on the bike and then 

getting up to speed. And because of 

the people around me and the way I 

ride, I know we’ll be fighting for the 

world championship again.” 
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GET YOUR EARLY BIRD TICKETS NOW!
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www.mcnmotorcycleshow.com  08448 737 346
Calls cost 6p per minute plus network extras
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FOR ONLY

£28

PLUS MASSIVE BIKE AUCTION BY 

motorcycle show 2016

2016’S LATEST & GREATEST BIKES | UNMISSABLE DEALS ON KIT & ACCESSORIES
INTERACTIVE ZONES: ADVENTURE, CLASSIC, CUSTOM AND PERFORMANCE 

FREE LIVE ACTION

BARGAINS
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beyond our control (such as strikes & adverse weather conditions) may delay your order. Visitor access to auction is by catalogue only. Catalogue fee £10. Auction takes place 13th Feb only.
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‘I was basically
carrying too
much corner

speed with too 
much lean’

DANNY KENT

Title-chasing Brit leaves Spain with championship lead intact despite monster crash

KENT GETS OUT OF JAIL FREE!

This was the dramatic moment title
front-runner Danny Kent highsided
out of Aragon at the final corner while
fighting for second place.

Having lost points to his closest
title rival Enea Bastianini in recent

rounds, his crash and zero point haul
could have been a disaster. But instead
of having his points lead slashed, he
leaves Spain with his 55-point lead
intact as Bastianini also crashed out
on the final lap.

With just four races remaining Kent
is moving ever closer to claiming his
first world title and if he finishes first
or second and Bastianini doesn’t score
next time out in Japan, he will be the
first British champion since 1977.

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

AT ARAGON

MOTOGP REPORTER

Danny Kent has turned down

the chance to race in MotoGP 

and will instead switch

to Moto2 with his current

Leopard squad next year.

The move was first touted

by MCN earlier this season

at the Sachsenring but since

then the 21-year-old has been

targeted by Ducati and Aspar 

to race in MotoGP.

Kent said: “There were

quite a few reasons why I

decided to move to Moto2 and

not MotoGP. Aspar weren’t

sure what bike they’d be using

and the support that they’d

be getting. Leopard are going

to be really impressive next

year and we’ve had a great

year together in Moto3 and

the package that they’ve put 

together is really strong.

“I signed a one-year

contract because in 2017 all

the MotoGP rider contracts

are available and the plan is to

have a great year next year in

Moto2 and hopefully go to

a factory team in 2017.” 

Kent was at his aggressive best at
Aragon, making a string of hard and
committed passes to assert his domi-
nance in the class. For almost the entire
race his plan worked to perfection. He
was third coming into the last corner
and bidding to overtake Jorge Navarro
for second. But holding a tighter line
into the corner, Kent looked across at
his rival and instantly lost the rear of
his Leopard Honda.

“This kind of last lap can happen in 

any race in Moto3,” he said. “I didn’t
take a massive risk to try to pass
Navarro but as I looked over to him the
rear came around from underneath me
and it threw me off. It’s all a part of rac-
ing. I was basically carrying too much
corner speed with too much lean.”

Kent has always maintained that
even with one hand on the title, if he
has the opportunity to fight for a win
– he will. He proved his willingness to
push hard at Aragon but a lot of that was 

due to the fact that he was racing
in the same pack as Bastianini and
not willing to give any ground in
the championship. The decision to
ride at the limit cost him points on
Sunday, but it also forced Bastianini
to ride to his limit.

Both riders made mistakes in
Spain but with the clock counting
down the odds are still firmly in
Kent’s favour – providing he doesn’t 
make any more costly errors.

MotoGP will
have to wait

www.BikeHPS.com/ebc
OR ORDER ONLINE NOW...

Price excludes delivery. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE

01773 831122
CALL US TODAY...

After years of research and development, the world's largest motorcycle brake pad manufacturer - EBC have introduced

this totally new breakthrough compound which outperforms all track-only pads ever tested by the HPS team.

Unbeatable high temperature fade resistance
Instant stopping power - even from cold and when wet
Superb feel and feedback at the brake lever
Minimum ‘in-stop’ friction/retardation variation

Not only is this a superb pad compound, but HPS also offers you an exclusive limited-time two-for-one
deal and full Money Back Guarantee. Visit our website for more technical data or call us to discuss.

YOUR ON-TRACK ADVANTAGE

...DOUBLED EXCLUSIVELY AT HPS!

Compatible with all original or aftermarket steel discs
Fully approved by many leading racers and track riders
Quickly usable - minimal bedding-in required
Lowest pad wear and disc rotor abrasion levels

NOT FOR ROAD USE. The high friction levels delivered by this compound is for use with race tyres and unsuitable for any street/low adhesion surface. May invalidate road insurance as NOT ECE R 90 approved. These are not to be confused with EBC's

regular Road Performance ‘Double-H’  or GPFA Race pads. *HPS MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, If you don't think these are the best race/track pads you've used, return your used set with the unused packaged 2nd set for a full refund - exc. postage. 

ROM...

£54 PER
CALIPER

DOUBLED...
BUY ONE SET
GET ANOTHER
ABSOLUTELY

FREE
SAVE UP TO £132

FOR RACE &
TRACK DAY
USE ONLY

EXCLUSIVE
MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE*

FROM HPS

“...the pads I was looking

for all along.”

Matt Wildee, Editor

Performance Bikes Magazine

HIGHEST
PERFORMING,
LATEST RACE
COMPOUND

OFFER ENDS SOON - GET YOUR

PADS FOR NEXT SEASON NOW!!!



Just like MotoGP the MCN Fantasy
Road Race competition run in asso-
ciation with Bennetts continues to see
intense competition at the top of the
leaderboard.

With the penultimate Game Round
complete Iona Rodger’s Team Tiger
secures top honours scoring an im-
pressive 342 points.

Iona’s inspired team choice saw
her win big in all three disciplines. In
MotoGP her team was made up of the
series leader Valentino Rossi along
with Silverstone race sensation Danilo 

Petrucci. In WSB her team was made
up of multiple race-winning Brit Chaz
Davies who has now won four out of the
last six races. And in BSB she had the
formidable talents of runaway series
leader Josh Brookes and showdown
contender James Ellison.

She wins a set of Dunlop tyres for
her game round victory.

With a new game round about to
start, now is the time to tweak your
team. You have until midnight on
Saturday, October 3 to make any chang-
es ahead of the Motegi MotoGP.

DOWN TO
THE WIRE

2015

FANTASY
ROAD RACE

I N A S S O C I AT I O N W I T H

www.motorcyclenews.com
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If you can afford him

on your team, Rossi

is hard to beat

Petrucci has been an inspired choice Chaz Davies has delivered in WSB Josh Brookes is bossing it in BSB
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THE 2015 TITLE CONTENDERS
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Eugene Laverty finally made his
MotoGP breakthrough at Aragon,
with his best ride of the year coming
at the perfect time to secure his pre-
mier class future. It’s been a difficult
rookie campaign for the former World
Superbike contender, but claiming the
Open class honours at Aragon left him
feeling confident for the rest of the year.

The future of his Aspar squad has
been hugely uncertain, and follow-
ing the loss of their title sponsor prior
to the start of the year, the team have 

Aspar; they will be GP14.2s.”
With the team’s future having been

so uncertain, the fact that Laverty has
a contract with them for next year has
been a secondary consideration. But
now it looks likely that he will remain
with the squad to ride alongside the
impressive Yonny Hernandez.

Laverty said: “This was the first
weekend where I was fast from FP1,
qualified well and was fast in the race
- it was the complete weekend for us.
My aim is to stay with the Aspar team
so this result couldn’t have come at a
better time.

“I’ve always said that I came here
solely because it was a two-year pro-
gramme. These bikes are difficult to 
ride and they take time to learn.”

Irishman shows pace scoring points and Open glory
openly admitted that their plans for
next year are not known.

A series of meetings took place in
the Aragon paddock to determine
the team’s future. The decision boils
down to a choice of Honda or Ducati
machinery. While no decision was of-
ficially announced at Aragon, MCN has
learned that the team will run Ducati
GP14.2s next year.

Ducati Sporting Director Paulo
Ciabatti has confirmed to MCN what
is on offer to Aspar for 2016: “Aspar
approached us saying that they were
looking for a supply of two bikes and
we can offer this. We will also place a
chassis and data engineer in the team
should the contract be agreed. We will
offer the same bikes to both Avintia and 

Laverty’s on form and

feeling good about

next year

OPEN WIN SECURES
LAVERTY’S FUTURE

ARAGON  27/09/15                                                        

Jorge Lorenzo
25 points

Could be the most crucial

25 points in his career

Dani Pedrosa
20 points

Proving once again why

he’s one of the Aliens

Valentino Rossi
16 points

Couldn’t beat Pedrosa but

still holds the title lead

1

2

3

MOTOGP

RACE TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP MOTOGP CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO2 CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO3

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

MOTOGP TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST RACE LAP

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

1’48.120
Lorenzo (lap record)

Gains& losses(gridvfinish)

Riders after 14rounds Ridersafter14rounds Ridersafter14rounds

MOTOGP MOTO2 MOTO3

213.63
DOVIZIOSO

MPH

213.25mph

213.63mph

211.83mph

210.15mph

210.15mph

209.59mph

Dovizioso

Iannone

Pedrosa

Barbera

Smith

P Espargaro

Circuit lap record:  

Lorenzo 1’48.120

■ Length: 3.155 miles
■ Corners: 17 – 10 left, 7 right
■ Longest straight:

0.601 miles
■ Race conditions:

Dry 23° air temp,
39° track temp

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

MOTOGP

1 Lorenzo
Yamaha

2 Pedrosa 
Honda

3 Rossi
Yamaha

4 Iannone
Ducati

5 Dovizioso
Ducati

6 A Espargaro
Suzuki

7 Crutchlow 
Honda

8 Smith
Yamaha

9 P Espargaro
Yamaha

10 Hernandez
Ducati

GP qualifying

Moto2 race

Moto3 race

1’46.635
(Marquez)

1’52.767
(Rins)

1’58.726
(Antonelli)

QRossiQLorenzo QMarquez

1 Lorenzo SPA 41’44.933

2 Pedrosa SPA +2.683

3 Rossi ITA +2.773

4 Iannone ITA +7.858

5 Dovizioso ITA +24.322

6 A Espargaro SPA +24.829

7 Crutchlow GBR +25.367

8 Smith GBR +25.503

9 P Espargaro SPA +26.452

10 Hernandez COL +43.889

11 Vinales SPA +44.255

12 Redding GBR +48.176

13 Bautista SPA +49.755

14 Laverty IRL +50.271

15 Hayden USA +50.364

16 Barbera SPA +50.722

17 Baz FRA +51.997

18 Bradl GER +53.406

19 Miller AUS +56.859

1 Rossi ITA 263

2 Lorenzo SPA 249

3 Marquez SPA 184

4 Iannone ITA 172

5 Smith GBR 143

6 Dovizioso ITA 139

7 Pedrosa SPA 129

8 Petrucci ITA 93

9 Crutchlow GBR 88

10 P Espargaro SPA 88

1 Zarco FRA 284

2 Rabat SPA 206

3 Rins SPA 184

4 Lowes GBR 144

5 Luthi SWI 142

6 Folger GER 125

7 Simeon BEL 96

8 Morbidelli ITA 84

9 Nakagami JPN 69

10 Aegerter SWI 62

1 Kent GBR 234

2 Bastianini ITA 179

3 Oliveira POR 159

4 Fenati ITA 155

5 Antonelli ITA 136

6 Vazquez SPA 129

7 Binder RSA 110

8 Quartararo FRA 92

9 Navarro SPA 92

10 Vinales SPA 82

1 Rabat SPA 26’25.125

2 Rins SPA +0.096

3 Lowes GBR +5.364

4 Folger GER +7.363

5 Luthi SWI +16.723

6 Zarco FRA +16.989

7 Syahrin MAL +17.086

8 Nakagami JPN +18.056

9 Corsi ITA +18.658

10 Baldassarri ITA +19.656

11 Kallio FIN +20.090

12 Pons SPA +20.222

13 Cortese GER +21.043

14 Shah MAL +22.384

15 Schrotter GER +26.017

16 Vierge SPA +34.464

17 Krummen SWI +34.658

18 Cardus SPA +34.727

19 Mulhauser SWI +37.335

1 Oliveira POR 39’54.343

2 Navarro SPA +0.193

3 Fenati ITA +1.505

4 Vazquez SPA +1.792

5 Oettl GER +2.466

6 Antonelli ITA +4.903

7 Martin SPA +6.512

8 Masbou FRA +15.746

9 Migno ITA +15.884

10 Ono JPN +15.775

11 Bagnaia ITA +16.260

12 Manzi ITA +16.354

13 Herrera SPA +16.899

14 Kornfeil CZE +16.849

15 Loi BEL +17.125

16 Suzuki JPN +17.560

17 McPhee GBR +17.690

18 Yamada JPN +31.050

19  Gardner AUS +31.159

Pos Rider Nat Race time

Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points

Pos Rider Nat Race time Pos Rider Nat Race time

Q Dovizioso

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.co

AT ARAGON

MOTOGP REPORTER

Sam Lowes claimed his first podium
since Assen back in June after finish-
ing third at Aragon. With his move to
Gresini next year to continue to race
in Moto2 confirmed, before a switch
to MotoGP with Aprilia in 2017, the
25-year-old was relaxed throughout
the weekend and consistently fast.

Having tested at Aragon for two days
Lowes was always confident of chal-
lenging at the Spanish track but after a
red flag led to the race being restarted
he struggled for grip and lost ground
to Tito Rabat and Alex Rins.

“The tyre cooled when the race
stopped and when it heated up again
it wasn’t the same. It was probably the
same for everybody but I know Rins
had a new tyre. Without the red flag I
could’ve gone with them but in the sec-
ond start I didn’t have the same pace.” Lowes is back up to speed in Moto2 and has a cracking deal for the 2016 season

LOWES BACK ON THE PODIUM
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Dani Pedrosa has looked more like a
movie extra than an extra-terrestrial
this year but on Sunday he proved once
again why he’s still an alien in MotoGP
and the only rider capable of fighting
and beating Valentino Rossi, Jorge
Lorenzo and Marc Marquez.

The 2015 season has been incredibly
difficult for Pedrosa. The year started
with a recurrence of his arm pump
issues and he was forced to undergo
aggressive surgery in a last ditch at-
tempt to rectify the problem. Having
missed races and taken time to get back
to speed and back to full health, Aragon
was the perfect opportunity for him to
show his true ability.

Even though he wasn’t able to take
his first win of the year Pedrosa’s stir-
ring scrap with Rossi showed that he
still has the belly for a fight and the
determination to win. It’s a quality that
he has lacked at times throughout his
career and after the race he admitted
that in the past this race may have been
decided differently.

“It’s one of the best battles I’ve had
because of the rider it was against,”
admitted Pedrosa. “Normally you can
have a good battle with many riders
but Valentino is a master of these situ-
ations. Normally he’s so comfortable in
a fight and he has so much confidence.
He can play with the bike and change
lines and do different moves, change
braking points as he picks the point to
turn the bike. So normally he’s super-
comfortable doing that and it’s one of
my weakest points so I’m really, really
happy about this result.”

In the final five laps Pedrosa was
under intense pressure from Rossi

the limit because I know it’s a going to
be a hard but fair battle.”

In the final lap Pedrosa was strug-
gling with the front of his RCV. After the
race fellow Honda rider Cal Crutchlow
commented: “We’re pushing the front
so much because we have no rear grip.
It’s as simple as that. That’s why Marc
crashed. Dani had to ride harder than
he’s had to ride probably in the last two
years, and he fought like anything. He
did a fantastic job.”

Reigning champion Marc Marquez
was also full of praise for his team-
mate, saying: “Dani had a really good
race. I think here and Malaysia are his
favourite tracks and also he is very
competitive. In the first laps he was
struggling a lot with the front end and
then in the last laps with the rear grip. I
think the Yamaha was one step in front

Resurgent Spaniard keeps Rossi at bay to take second at Aragon
with the Italian diving underneath
him in braking zones, only to run wide
allowing Pedrosa to re-take the posi-
tion. They changed places five times on
the last lap alone and afterwards Rossi
made it clear that the only reason he
could fight like that was because of the
respect that he has for Pedrosa.

“I think that when you lose a battle
like this it’s always a bad feeling in one
point of view... but it’s a good result. I
wasn’t strong enough to stay in front of
Dani. At the end of the day I played all
the cards that I have, also one extra that
I didn’t expect, but it was not enough.
Dani was stronger than me today. It’s a
shame because for the championship
four points are very important. But
I tried and it wasn’t enough. I know
that with Dani I can trust him when
we race hard. We can try to go close to
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Marquez: ‘Crash was completely my mistake’

The result was all the sweeter because Rossi is someone Pedrosa looks up to

Cold tyres, full tank, 

too committed… and 

his race is over 

For the fifth time this year Marc

Marquez crashed out of a Grand

Prix while running in a podium

position. This year has been the

most difficult of the Spaniard’s

MotoGP career but with the

championship already conceded to

the Yamaha riders he admitted that

he was pushing to the limit.

“It was completely my mistake.

Maybe the fact that I didn’t have

anything to lose and it was a home

grand prix, I pushed too much

on the second lap. It was not

necessary because in one lap I

had already caught Jorge and was

really close to him. With a full tank

and the tyres not at the correct

temperature I made a mistake.”

Throughout the weekend

Marquez was a match for Lorenzo

and with four races remaining it’s

certain that the double MotoGP

champion will play a role in the

final championship standings.

“This weekend we worked really

good and I feel we have enough

pace, set-up and everything to fight

because Valentino was catching him a 
lot in the acceleration areas.”

With his hands tied by a machine 
that wasn’t as strong as Rossi’s, Pedrosa 
was able to prove once again just how 
good he can be. Over the course of his 
premier class career Pedrosa, who 
turned 30 yesterday, has won 26 times. 
He has proved time and again that he is 
one of the best riders in the world but 
Sunday gave the world another nudge 
to remind them how strong he still is.

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.co

AT ARAGON

MOTOGP REPORTER

for the victory. I had the pace, but 

to beat Lorenzo I had to push at the 

start. I wanted to make sure that I 

didn’t lose time when Jorge pushed 

because I knew with the new tyres 

he was really fast. But maybe I tried 

to go too quick. Next time… when I 

lose at the start I need to recover the 

distance step-by-step.”

Compared to previous years 

Marquez has had to adapt his riding 

a lot this season and learn lessons 

that weren’t needed before. His 

style has changed considerably 

POINTS SCRAMBLE

E
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‘Dani is 20kg lighter
than me. The
stress he puts on
the tyre is nothing
compared to me’
CAL CRUTCHLOW

‘It’s one of the best 
battles I’ve had 
because of the 

rider it was against’
DANI PEDROSA

Cal Crutchlow was left disappointed 

on Sunday after once again strug-

gling for balance from his LCR Honda 

RC213V. While Marquez lost the front 

end in his crash Crutchlow said after 

finishing seventh that he was lucky 

to avoid a similar fate a lap later. The 

lack of balance hurt Crutchlow and 

with no rear grip in the race he had no 

acceleration and couldn’t get on terms 

with even the under-powered Suzuki 

of Aleix Espargaro.

“I lacked acceleration, because of 

the wheelies, because of the spin and I 

could not even slipstream the Suzuki, 

or get anywhere near it. It was only at 

the end of the straight that I’d gain on 

Aleix,” Crutchlow said.

A lack of rear grip was to blame for 

Cruchlow’s top speed issue and after 

the race he offered his views on what 

is partially to blame for the problem 

– the extra bulk that he has to carry 

around and transfer throughout the 

bike compared to the Repsol Honda 

riders.

“Dani is 20kg lighter than me. The 

stress he puts on the tyre is nothing 

compared to me. And that’s the prob-

lem we’re having, that’s the problem 

Scott’s having. The more weight we 

put on the tyre, on a bike that’s got no 

grip, the worse it is. That’s on the rear, 

and then we put it on the front when 

Rossi and Pedrosa 

swapped places 

five times in the 

last lap alone

It’s safe to say that 

Marquez has had a 

difficult year

we’re braking. I think with what we 

had today, we did a good job to finish 

in the middle of that group. This bike 

is difficult to ride and we still need to 

learn to ride it a little bit better, and get 

those race distances under our belt, 

which we did today.”

CRUTCHLOW TRIES 
TO GET MORE GRIPES ROSSI

with extreme braking now replaced 

by a greater fluidity on the bike. A 

new swingarm at Aragon helped 

improve his edge grip and give him 

more confidence with the bike when 

leaned over which should offer 

benefits for the rest of the season.

“It looks like maybe we gain a 

little bit of edge grip and turning, but 

a very small difference.”

Since switching to last year’s 

chassis at Assen Marquez has 

rebuilt his confidence and the 

flyaway races should present him 

with tracks where he can get in 

amongst the Yamaha riders again.

Cal was left 

struggling to stick 

with the Suzuki
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REELS 
IN ROSSI
Battle for title intensifi es aft er Lorenzo’s reign in Spain

Just when it looked like Valentino Rossi 
had the upper hand with Jorge Lorenzo 
crashing out at a rain-hit Misano, the 
momentum in the tightest title fight 
in years has swung back in favour of 
the Spaniard with Rossi’s lead cut to 14 
points at Aragon on Sunday.

Lorenzo has had a patchy 2015 cam-
paign with six dominant victories 
punctuated by poor results, but at 
Aragon he was at his best and couldn’t 
contain his excitement at the prospect 
of a fifth world title.

Typically for Lorenzo, his Aragon 
win was another lights-to-flag 
affair and he was never headed once 
he took the lead off the grid. As has 
been so often the case with Lorenzo, 
his dominance started from the first 
corner where he had full confidence in 
pushing his tyres to the limit. He was 
rewarded with the 25-point maximum 
haul and crucially clawed back nine 
points to Rossi.

With Rossi going toe-to-toe with 
Pedrosa, yet unable to make a pass stick 
on the rejuvenated Repsol Honda rider 
(see page 76), Lorenzo made a point of 
thanking his fellow Spaniard. “I have 
to thank Dani because these four points 
are very important to the champion-
ship,” he said.

Aragon was always going to be a 
strong race for Yamaha. It’s been their 
designated test track this year and they 
enjoyed the advantage of that extra time 
at the Spanish circuit. Despite Aragon 
historically favouring Honda, Lorenzo 
hit the ground running from opening 

practice and was immediately on the 
pace. With Rossi’s form fluctuating to 
a much greater degree it was no sur-
prise that the race became a Lorenzo 
benefit once Marc Marquez crashed 
out of second position.

With Lorenzo having been beaten by 
Rossi at the previous two races, Aragon 
could have serious ramifications as to 
the ultimate destination of the 2015 
MotoGP crown come the final race at 
Valencia in November.

“I knew that if I’d lost more points 
to Valentino in this race it would be 
almost impossible to win the world 
title so it has been key today to be so 
fast in the race and I was maybe a bit 

lucky with Marquez’s crash. It was very
emotional to win after two races where 
I have made some mistakes and also 
had some bad luck with the weather. 

“I’d had some negative feelings but 
with this victory I can probably just 
forget those two bad races a little bit 
and look forward to keeping up the 
good work we are doing.” 

The season has been a case of Lorenzo 
trying to catch Rossi in the champion-
ship but then suddenly losing ground 
with a poor finish, only to then recover 
once again. For most of the year it’s 
been clear that Lorenzo is the faster 
of the two factory Yamaha riders but 
Rossi’s consistency and willingness to 

fight have made him a formidable op-
ponent. However, Lorenzo has shown 
once again that he has the level of speed 
and consistency across the weekend 
that Rossi simply can’t match when 
conditions are good.

But as we’ve seen so far this season, 
when conditions aren’t perfect, Rossi 
copes better.

Lorenzo said: “It’s been amazing. 
Recovery, losing points, and then 
recovery again. It’s making this 
championship so interesting 
– I’m going to try to recover 
some more points in the next 
few races. I know it’s not 
going to be easy because 
Marc will be very strong 
in Japan. And Valentino, 
as he demonstrated to-
day, never gives up on 
the race and he’s very 
strong. We are going to 
give the maximum for 
the rest of the year.”

TITLE FIGHT!

‘We are going to 
give the maximum 

for the rest of 
the year’
JORGE LORENZO

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

AT ARAGON

MOTOGP REPORTER



#MCNwednesday

79  BUYING &
SELLING SPORTFEATURES GARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES Spetember  30   2015

YAMAHA TEAM MANAGER

EXPERT VIEW
WILCO
ZEELENBERG

‘TESTING
PAID OFF’
Aragon is our official test track

– and all the test days we’ve

had here have paid off. We’ve

always struggled here in the

past. Last year was a crazy race

to win, but this year we were

quick all weekend.

You’re always happy to win a

race and those 25 points are al-

ways important. That Dani was

able to fight with Vale on the

last lap was impressive and you

have to say well done to Dani for

beating Vale because everyone

knows how difficult it is to do

that. We all know that Vale is

very strong in a one-on-one

battle, especially at the end of

the race, and those nine points

‘With Marc 
crashing it looks 
like title winner 
will be in blue’

that Jorge has taken back could 

be very important.

I think that the standings 

are quite accurate at the min-

ute because of how the season 

has been so far for both riders. 

There are a lot of question marks 

for the rest of the year because 

14 points is not a lot when you 

consider the amount of points 

that you can give away. I think 

that we’ll know a lot more about 

who’ll win the championship 

soon.

We’re going to the fly-away 

races next and Japan can be a 

crazy race! We’ve had earth-

quakes, tsunamis, fog and 

rain so anything can happen! 

Both riders are going to be very 

strong in Motegi and then we’ll 

go to Phillip Island. Vale is al-

ways fast in Australia and he 

won last year but Jorge had a 

lot of problems with the tyres 

there in 2014. Bridgestone will 

take new tyres that should help 

him this time.

With Marc crashing in this 

race it looks like the title win-

ner be in blue and that’s great 

for the team.

While Jorge Lorenzo was left

counting his blessings that he had

Dani Pedrosa as a buffer, Valentino

Rossi will be left counting the cost of

his failure to finish second.

With his advantage down to just

14 points with 100 points still up

for grabs, Rossi has gone from

a commanding position in the

championship to being under fire

and looking vulnerable.

The title battle between the

Yamaha riders is finely poised now.

Rossi once again has seen Lorenzo

take the initiative but despite the

Spaniard’s speed it has been Rossi

who has led the championship

all year. That consistency gives

Rossi hope of holding serve in the

remaining races, but on Sunday it

was also clear that the title could be

decided by the speed of Yamaha’s

rivals and their ability to take points

off the title protagonists.

In Aragon it was Rossi who missed

out and the speed of the Hondas

wasn’t lost on Rossi who admitted

that his decision to fight so hard with

Pedrosa came because he knows

that every point matters.

He said: “I need those four

points. When you race and you

have the opportunity, also a small

opportunity, you have to fight and

if you can improve one position you

have to try.”

ROSSI: ‘YOU HAVE TO FIGHT’
Big celebrations by 

Lorenzo  – and Rossi 

knows he will have to 

pull something out of 

the bag to maintain 

his title hopes

Rossi battles for second at Aragon with a re-energised Dani Pedrosa

Lorenzo

Rossi

249

263

points

points

G
O

L
D

 A
N

D
 G

O
O

S
E



KENT’S FINAL FLING

CRUTCHLOW BATTLES ON WSB REA CAN WIN AGAINp76 p70

This wasn’t in

the script for

Kent’s title bid

+ LAVERTY

TO DUCATI

MARQUEZ

BINS IT 

+ 

MOTO3 MAYHEM
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Title-chasing Brit has a lucky escape aft er huge last-lap crash


