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BAG A BARGAIN
Series III Land Rovers have been on my mind a 

lot recently and not just because I like them! 
Social media provides a useful window into 

the world of classic Land Rover ownership. One 
thing that is evident, in these days of club internet 
forums and Facebook pages devoted to Land Rovers, 
is that there are websites and forums packed full 
of information and minuscule detail about old 
Land Rovers. What’s just as evident, especially on 
the more general sites and pages, is that a lot of 
owners have limited knowledge. This is perfectly 
understandable; many owners are young or new 
to Solihull 4x4s. Younger owners who passed 
their driving tests in Corsas or Clios won’t have, 
for example, ever had to set points, adjust valve 
clearances or adjust drum brake shoes. This explains 
some of the questions being posted daily. on 
Facebook pages devoted to Land Rovers. How 
the prices of classic Land Rovers are rocketing 
is related and is something I hear and see a lot 
about at the moment. In many cases this is true; 
Series Ones and early Series IIs are certainly 

increasing in price regardlesss of condition but, 
when it comes to the Series III, there are bargains 
to be had. Sure, people point out that the Series 
III isn’t tax exempt but this issue, that only affects 
UK owners, can be offset by the fact that you get 
more for your money with a Series III. The relative 
simplicity of the machine and availability of parts 
makes it an ideal � rst classic Land Rover too. 

In view of this, the magazine team now have 
two Series IIIs that we are going to get on the 
road. Both are of the kind that abound on eBay 
and in our classi� ed ads and, with a relatively 
small amount of work and a few parts from the 
likes of Bearmach, will be MoT-worthy. The goal 
is to achieve roadworthy Land Rovers rather than 
chassis-up restorations. Join us for the ride and 
bag a bargain while you can.bag a bargain while you can.

EDITOR JOHN CARROLL
john.carroll@keypublishing.com
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John Carroll 
Editor John has owned leaf-
sprung Land Rovers continuously 
since 1985 and now has a small 
collection that covers Series One, 
IIA and III models

Garry Stuart
Photographer Garry Stuart has 
been photographing Land Rovers 
and plenty of other things with 
engines for decades and covers 
the miles on our behalf

Martin Port
Regular contributor Martin 
Port is the Art Editor of Classic 
and Sports Car magazine and 
owner of a 2286cc petrol 
Series IIA 88in

Kate Russell
Motoring journalist Kate does a 
lot of the behind-the-scenes work 
on Classic Land Rover magazine 
such as compiling the news and 
products pages

Sarah Garrod
Ad Manager Sarah came to 
Classic Land Rover with previous 
classic car magazine experience 
so she's ideally placed to help our 
advertisers meet their customers

Emrys Kirby
Knowledgeable contributor Emrys 
has his own collection of Land 
Rovers and is immersed in the club 
scene which makes him an ideal 
member of the team

Ian Clegg
Photographer and designer Ian 
Clegg is gradually sorting through 
the files of his 1980s B&W 
negatives for the regular and 
nostalgic Memory Lane feature

Ros Woodham
Contributor Ros now has two 
Land Rover Santana classics, 
enjoys overland travel and takes 
great pictures, so she's most 
definitely one of us 

Clare Westbrook
Writer Clare has been using 
Nellie, her Series IIA 88in with a 
200Tdi engine, as daily transport 
for the last decade and has now 
bought two classic Range Rovers

Louise Limb
Louise is well known around 
the club scene as an illustrator, 
photographer and writer 
and you'll frequently see her 
scribbling away at events

Tony Sinclair
Tony has built more Land 
Rovers than most of us have 
had hot dinners and has a 
knack for getting almost 
anything running

Steve Donovan
Art Editor Steve is deeply 
immersed in all things fifties so 
needed little encouragement to 
work on CLR beyond a sunny 
greenlaning weekend in Wales

'When it comes 
to the Series III, 
there are bargains 
to be had'

03_Welcome 3.indd   3 23/10/2014   15:49



20 WHEN PUSH COMES TO SHOVE
Holidaying in Brittany in a well-travelled Carawagon 

92 INVASION COAST
Travelling along the Kent Coast

4 www.classiclandrover.comDECEMBER 2014

8 THE KING OF SCOTLAND
A phantom Series One pick-up that 
wasn’t made in Solihull

24 FILM STAR FLEET
A replica of the Italian Job 109in for a good cause

28 RADIO DAYS
An ex-military FFR Series IIA 88in restored 

32 GROWING OLD TOGETHER
Brian Hartley and his V8 Ninety press vehicle

44 COMING FULL CIRCLE
Barney the Series III was named after a dog but is no dog

52 NOTHING FANCY
An original and patinated Series One 80in

70 OUR LAND ROVERS
80ins out and about in Cumbria and Lincolnshire and an 
88in in the New Forest

76 HUB OF ACTIVITY
Changing Land Rover hub seals 
on an 80in Series One

78 TIGHTEN YOUR BELT
Fitting new seats and seat belts 
to a Series One 86in 

82 FROM DREAMS TO 
REALITY
The fi nal part of preparing an 
early One Ten for overlanding

84 INSIDE OUT
The inside line on re-trimming 
Land Rover seats

LAND ROVERS

TECH AND TOOLBOX

ISSUE 19 DECEMBER 2014

4 www.classiclandrover.com

66 FREE ADS 
Three pages of Land Rovers 
for sale and wanted 

84

78

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE!
Make great savings when you subscribe to Classic Land 
Rover today. See pages 48-49 for all special offers.

TECH AND TOOLBOX
TIRFOR OVERHAUL FRONT AXLE 

REBUILD
Series III swivels, hubs 
and bushes sorted

A pair of hand winches 
given a new lease of life; 
we show you how

PILGRIM'S 
PROGRESS

WIN A CLASSIC SERIES

THE WORLD'S BEST SELLING CLASSIC LAND ROVER MAGAZINE

ISSUE NO 17 
£4.10

RESTORED

OCTOBER 2014 
£4.10

PAGES OF LAND ROVERS FOR SALE INSIDE

88ins greenlaning 
in Kent 

THREE FLAGS
Mexico to Alaska by 109in

MEMORY LANE
Series Ones in the Pennines

SANTANA

100%
CLASSIC

WORKSHOP

www.classiclandrover.comTHE 
GASMAN'S
SERIES II
PRIZEWINNING 
RESTORATION

SERIES ONE 80INSERIES ONE 80INMade in Scotland from girders

FiveFiveFive
Famous

100%
CLASSIC

• Series One 80in 
• Series One 86in Station Wagon, • Series IIB Forward Control 
• Series III 88in Truck-Cab 
• 101GS Camper

1970s

1980s

SERIES III

001 FC Oct 3.indd   1

21/08/2014   16:31

TECH AND TOOLBOX
TIRFOR OVERHAUL FRONT AXLE 

REBUILD
Series III swivels, hubs 
and bushes sorted

A pair of hand winches 
given a new lease of life; 
we show you how

PILGRIM'S 
PROGRESSPROGRESS

THE WORLD'S BEST SELLING CLASSIC LAND ROVER MAGAZINE

OCTOBER 2014 
£4.10

88ins greenlaning 88ins greenlaning 
in Kent 

WORKSHOP

www.classiclandrover.com

GASMAN'SGASMAN'S
SERIES IISERIES II
PRIZEWINNING 

FiveFiveFiveFiveFiveFiveFive
FamousFamousFamousFamous

• Series One 80in 
• Series One 86in Station Wagon, 
• Series One 86in Station Wagon, • Series IIB Forward Control 
• Series IIB Forward Control 
• Series III 88in Truck-Cab • Series III 88in Truck-Cab • Series III 88in Truck-Cab 
• 101GS Camper• 101GS Camper

TECH AND TOOLBOX

•  Kent explored by 
Series 2 Club

•  Brittany explored 
by Carawagon

• Seat belts in a Series One
• Stopping hub seals leaking
• Series seat refurbishment
• One Ten SW overhaul

WIN A CLASSIC SERIES

THE WORLD'S BEST SELLING CLASSIC LAND ROVER MAGAZINE

ISSUE NO 19 
£4.20

RESTORED

DECEMBER 2014 
£4.20

FREE  2015  WORKSHOP WALL PLANNER
  2015  WORKSHOP WALL PLANNER

ERAA • SALZBURG

AIRCRAFT INTERIORS • HAMBURG

WORLD ROUTES • LAS VEGAS

2015
www.classiclandrover.com

Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

Jan 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Feb Issue

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Jan

Feb 1 2 3 4

March Issue

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Feb

Mar 1 2 3 4

April Issue

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Mar

Apr 1

May Issue

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Apr

May 1 2 3 4 5 6

June Issue

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 May

Jun 1 2 3

July Issue

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Jun

Jul 1

Aug Issue

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Jul

Aug 1 2 3 4 5

Sept Issue

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug

Sep 1 2

Oct Issue

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Sep

Oct 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Nov Issue

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Oct

Nov 1 2 3 4

Dec Issue

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Nov

Dec 1 2

Jan Issue

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Dec

Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

CLR Planner 2015.indd   1

22/10/2014   14:56

SANTANA

COAST

www.classiclandrover.com

PHANTOM 
PICK-UP 

BARNEY THE
SERIES III

SERIES ONE

SERIES III
Rebuilt for another decade

THE WORLD'S BEST SELLING CLASSIC LAND ROVER MAGAZINE

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Jul

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Sep

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Oct

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Nov

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Dec

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

www.classiclandrover.com

Rebuilt for another decadeRebuilt for another decade

The crew-cab that 
wasn’t built in 

Solihull

• HONEST Original and 
patinated 80in • WIRED FOR SOUND Restored Military 88in • V8 NINETY Hard working early model

SERIES III

80ins to Eighties

SERIES ONE SERIES II

SERIES II

NINETY

FREE
WORKSHOP
WALLPLANNER

DECEMBER 2014 
£4.20

PHANTOM 
PICK-UP

SERIES ONE

The crew-cab that 
wasn’t built in 

Solihull

• HONEST Original and 
patinated 80in • WIRED FOR SOUND Restored Military 88in • V8 NINETY Hard working early model

80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties80ins to Eighties

SERIES ONE SERIES II NINETY

FREE
WORKSHOP
WALLPLANNERWALLPLANNER

001 FC Dec.indd   1

23/10/2014   14:42

COVERSTORY

JOURNEYS

38 DOING THE GARDENS
Down Memory Lane to the Trentham 
Gardens National Rally

20

4-5 contents Dec.indd   4 23/10/2014   16:38



5www.classiclandrover.com

CONTENTS

12 NEWS AND LETTERS
News and views for our world

18 EVENTS LISTING
Lots of dates for events next year are now announced

38 DOING THE GARDENS
Down Memory Lane to the Trentham Gardens 
National Rally

50 CENTRESPREAD
Traffi c Cops’ Series III 109in

57 EVENTS AND RALLIES
Four late summer events

62 AS FAST AS NECESSARY
Reminiscing about club motorsport with Dave Mitchell

69 VINTAGE ESSENTIALS
Kate Russell on nights under canvas in her Vango Force Ten

98 BEHIND THE WHEEL
Dan Clements on Land Rover 
clubs - real and virtual

WWW.CLASSICLANDROVER.COM     

5

REGULARS        

4-5 contents Dec.indd   5 23/10/2014   16:02







8 DECEMBER 2014 www.classiclandrover.com

SERIES ONE KING CAB

Long wheelbase truck cab Series One 
Land Rovers are very appealing 
vehicles; rugged, utilitarian and at 

the risk of humanising them too much, 
very masculine. The drawback, as with any 
pick-up, is the lack of space for all the day 
to day paraphernalia you need to keep dry 
and protected. 

In 1977, Japanese manufacturer Datsun 
came up with a solution and launched a 
version of their popular 620 model with 
an extended passenger compartment 
and registered the trade mark ‘King 
Cab’. However, it is quite likely that this 
1956 107in with its large home-made 
cab arrangement was actually converted 
some time before the concept became a 
commercial success.

Owner Andy Bird is an instructor at Land 
Rover Experience Scotland in Dunkeld 
and lives in the hills nearby. He has a fair 
collection of Land Rovers including a 1951 
80in, a 107in Station Wagon, a Series III 
Lightweight and a new Defender 90. 

However, this unusual home-brew 
vehicle captured his imagination when 
he discovered it online in 2011. It was 
something of an unloved ugly duckling 
with the front slam panel extended forward 
to house a straight-six engine from a 
Rover car. It had mismatched Series One 
wings, a Series II deluxe bull-nosed bonnet 
and Series III light bezels. It had done the 
rounds ‘down south’ a couple of times on 
eBay, changing hands in quick succession 
and the rise in its sale price acted as a 
barometer of the general trend in the Series 
One market.  

The last owner discovered it wouldn’t 
fit into his garage and Andy ended up 
with something of a bargain. These sales 
were followed closely by fellow Series One 
aficionados and soon Andy was being 
hailed as the saviour of a nice little piece 
of history. The ugly duckling gained quite 
a following north and south of the border 
and was given the name Ted.

Initial running proved that Ted was 
rather poorly. Andy’s first public outing 
with the vehicle was to the Strathmore 
Vintage Vehicle Rally at Glamis Castle in 
July 2011 and, while his presence was well 
received, the consumption of vital fluids 
was not. In 100 miles, the six-pot engine 
consumed eight gallons of petrol, four litres 
of water and half a litre of oil. Clearly there 
was something amiss so the decision was 
made to investigate the problem, tidy up 
the chassis and bulkhead and at the same 
time reinstate a correct Series One front 
end. As with all simple overhauls, mission 
creep is inevitable and it turned into a 
full restoration.

Drilling out 50 pop rivets removed the 
king cab and revealed how the conversion 
had been carried out. The rear tub had been 
shortened, an additional intermediate tub 
fitted and extra body mounts had been 
fabricated and welded to the main chassis 
rails. 

Contact with a previous owner unearthed 
the story behind these modifications. 
Apparently he wanted to use the vehicle 
for travelling round Europe in the 1970s 
and therefore built the extra internal space 
to accommodate a small bed with storage 

Ted captured the hearts of many with his unusual extended cab

8-11_king cab JM.indd   8 23/10/2014   14:45
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KingThe of Scotland
CLR heads to Dunkeld to hear the story 
of this unusual Series One King Cab
WORDS EMRYS KIRBY PICTURES GARRY STUART

8-11_king cab JM.indd   9 23/10/2014   14:45



10 DECEMBER 2014 www.classiclandrover.com

SERIES ONE KING CAB

space underneath. The straight-six Rover 
car engine was a sensible and readily 
available power upgrade back then as it 
shares the same basic design as the original 
1997cc inlet over exhaust unit. 

The front end was altered to 
accommodate the extra length of the larger 
engine block and, having no room for the 
headlights in the normal recessed location, 
holes were cut into the wings giving it an 
appearance a bit like the then current Series 
III. A later Series fuel tank had been fitted 
and an external filler cap created in the 
cab extension.

The chassis itself required a few repairs 
but was generally sound. Simple forward 
extensions had been welded on to the 
original chassis mounts to accommodate 
the longer block and at some point a Series 
III rear crossmember had been well fitted so 
was retained. 

However, other than the body 
modifications and engine swap, the vehicle 
turned out to be relatively original, not 
the cut-and-shut assembly of parts that 
Andy thought might be. He had assumed 
that the ‘numbers first’ format on the 
registration plate suggested it was an 
age-related number but it seems that it 
may well be original. 992 FVW is an Essex 
registration and because of the significant 
number of cars in the county, the available 
registrations in the normal ‘letters first’ 
format were all used up by the mid 1950s. 

Once the rolling chassis was completed 
with all new brake lines and rolled out 
of the garage, Andy was able to turn 
his attention to the engine. A good 
replacement came from a Series III 109in, 
giving Ted a ‘heart transplant’. It was at 

this point that the differences between the 
Rover car and Land Rover engine blocks 
became apparent so the correct flywheel 
housing had to be acquired. 

A standard Series III six-cylinder 109in 
exhaust was fitted but because of the 
shorter wheelbase, a slight alteration was 
required on the down pipe to ensure it 
cleared the front wheel. There was no 
room for the oil filter so Andy bought a 
conversion plate from the States to fit a 
remote unit on the inner wing. 

Post heart surgery, a ‘face lift’ made Ted 
look young again. Andy fitted the correct 
bonnet, replacement wings and a trimmed 
down front panel allowing fitment of 
a Discovery 200Tdi radiator on top of 
the front crossmember. This just created 
enough space for the lights to return to 
the correct recessed position. There was 
no room for the mechanical cooling fan 
so Andy fitted an electric one mounted in 
front of the radiator. 

The bulkhead was well past its sell-by 
date so was replaced with a good second-
hand unit which Carl and Dale Radford 
later identified as one of their early re-
manufactured units. 

Once painted in the original grey-pink 
colour, it was furnished with a new 
Autosparks loom, which, according to 
Andy, ‘is a thing of beauty compared to 
what was there before’. It had previously 
been fitted with a bulk load of red and blue 
wire and working out what was what nigh 
on impossible.

 New blue seats came from Tom Pickford 
and a new stainless steel fuel tank came 
from Neil Taylor though Andy chose to 
retain the now redundant hole for the 

‘This unusual 
home-brew vehicle 
somehow captured 

his imagination’

Series III crossmember fitted at some point

External filler cap is no longer connected

Series One dash and period switch for indicators

Rare diesel badge fitted

8-11_king cab JM.indd   10 23/10/2014   14:45
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external � ller as part of its history. One of 
the most expensive items he bought was a 
new old stock horn and dipswitch for the 
steering wheel at £400.

The Series One Club National Rally at 
Kelso in June 2014 proved to be the perfect 
deadline to push on with completing 
the rebuild and with just over a week to 
go, Andy took his � rst proper test run, 
covering 40 miles with no issues other than 
a few oil leaks and slightly vague steering 
(are they faults?). 

Ted proved to be a big hit at the rally 
with many club members keen to see the 
vehicle in the � esh. Many had followed the 
highs and lows of Andy’s ownership on the 
club forum and re� ecting his popularity, 
Ted was awarded the prize for best new 
restoration. 

The choice was a bit of a departure from 
the pristine, original speci� cation rebuilds 
that usually win prizes but it demonstrated 
how this unusual vehicle had captured the 
hearts of many. a

Straight Six cylinder engine from a Series III

Electric cooling fan and a 200Tdi radiator

As bought with extended front

Strip-down begins - chassis was quite sound

Original chassis and axles

Space for a very small bed and storage below ‘The last owner 
discovered it wouldn’t 
fit into his garage’

992 FVW is probably the original plate
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Challenging time

If someone tells me it’s possible to 
attach a full-size pop-up awning on 
a Land Rover in ten minutes then I 
am minded to be a touch sceptical. 
But that’s exactly what is claimed by 
Vango when promoting their Airbeam 
range of drive-away awnings.

The secret, they say, is in the 
infl atable technology that the 
AirAway awnings use in place of 
traditional poles in tents and which 
Vango spent 12 years developing 
before the concept was fi rst 
launched in 2011.

Never one to resist a challenge, 
CLR editor John Carroll and I took 
his Carawagon to a convenient fi eld 
a few weeks ago and got to work 
with the Kela AirAway, the more 
compact of the two currently on the 
market. It fi ts vehicles up to 2.4m in 
height and is the perfect match for 
the Carawagon.

 It is constructed using high quality 
150 denier Protex fabric which is 
waterproof, durable and breathable 
and uses Vango’s patented 
Tension Band System to ensure 
it will perform in adverse weather 
conditions. These detachable 
bands brace the awning pole which 
prevents side movement so you can 
take your awning to a blustery beach 
on the Outer Hebrides or a still valley 
in the South of France. 

The Carawagon has a Kador rail 
for easy attachment but the AirAway 
also comes with a wide range of 
other attachment mechanisms for 
vehicles that don’t.

Anyway, what of our challenge? 
Well I must admit it took us around 
15 minutes which wasn’t half bad 
considering the awning had never 
been out of the bag before– I reckon 
we could easily shave fi ve minutes or 

more the next time we try.
It was simply a case of attaching 

the awning to the Carawagon, 
pegging down the corners of the 
groundsheet, blowing up the poles 
with the footpump and pegging out 
the fl ysheet and guy ropes – voila, 
there you have it, a two-berth 
awning that can be left in place 
while you drive off into the sunset. 

Just remember to mark where your 
wheels are or you’ll have a devil of a 
job putting it back on.

The awning is sure to be a favourite 
among the CLR team so expect 
to see plenty more photos of it in 
forthcoming issues.

The Kela Standard, as shown here 
is £420. 

More details www.vango.co.uk

Stay true
I always look forward to the new 
mag popping through the letter 
box, but I see in the last few 
copies there have been non-Series 
articles, this one having lots of 
Disco stuff. I hope the mag doesn’t 
go like the others and become a 
coil-sprung bling mag. I only buy 
CLR because it just covers Series 
motors and I don’t want to read 
about coilers. Keep up the good 
work on Series articles please - I’m 
sure I’m not the only one who 
thinks this way.

Nick Axworthy (Owner of a Series 
III 88in bought new when I was 

23-years-old).
Don’t worry - as I said on page 

3, we felt had to mark the Discov-
ery’s 25th anniversary hence the 
two articles. There will always be 
odd coilers in the magazine such 
as the early Ninety in this issue 
but it will never be like the others 
and will remain predominantly 
Series focussed. Like you I am 
a diehard leafer, I have owned a 
leafer continuously since 1985 
when I was 24. The 1957 88in 
Series One I still have, was my 
second Land Rover and was 
bought by me in 1989! JC    

Impulse buy
While reading issue 16 of Classic 
Land Rover  I Googled ‘Redwing 
Fire Appliance’  - purely for a laugh 
- and ended up buying a Forward 
Control series 2B FT/7 which had 
been the old Rolls Royce Factory 
Land Rover Fire Tender. 

So, I now will be starting to 
collect this vehicle’s history over 
time. 

I have been an avid reader of 
Classic Land Rover since its fi rst 
issue and, like all magazines in our 
household, they are passed onto 
the local GPs’ surgery every month 

or so once they are read. 
Having no idea I would be nutty 

enough to purchase a fi re engine 
forward control, sadly I have not 
kept the issue 15 of the magazine.

By the way - a great magazine 
- much more rounded than the 
others - you have found a real 
niche in the Land Rover market 
Michael Michelsen

Sometimes these old Land 
Rovers seem to fi nd us rather 
than us fi nding them! Good 
luck with your new purchase, it 
sounds like a nice rarity. JC  
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Please send in your news and letters for inclusion 
on these pages. It may be a new product you’re 
retailing for the � rst time, a show you’re organising, 
a piece of research you’re aware of, a special Land 
Rover you own or know of; in fact anything at all 
that you feel may be of interest to our readers. 
Please email news@classiclandrover.com

Looking back
Great magazine as usual, keep 
up the good work. While going 
through some photos I found these 
photographs which show what 
enthusiasts did to their vehicles in 
years gone by. 

The Lightweight off-roading, was 
completing in an AWDC trial at 
Peters Pit in Kent in the late-’70s I 
think, the other one, which is fi tted 
with a single piece windscreen 
and triple wipers as available from 
Simmmonites, was at Weeting 
Steam Rally in the mid-’80s I think. 
This style of modifi cation was very 
popular at the time. 

The white Series One will probably 
make some enthusiasts choke on 
their beer, but it was of its time, 
does it still exist? The photos were 
taken at the entrance to Peters Pit 
in the late 1970s.

The smart Lightweight also has 
a single piece windscreen and of 
course white eight-spokes.
Andy Crockett

Great memories Andy thanks. JC

Catch 
‘em 
young
Here’s a picture of our son 
Oliver who is an avid fan of the 
magazine, he also likes to travel 
in our 110 and loves sitting in the 
Lightweight.  You can never start 
them too young. Richard Payne

Cakes aplenty
In CLR issue 18, I note you have a 
feature on page 18 about a cake.

Similarly, as a family we have 
owned a 1954 86in for 23 
years and since retirement 
I have been rebuilding 
an 80in. Consequently 
some people in my 
family see me as the 
old bloke under the 
Land Rover. Hence the 
cake for my 70th. Note 
me sporting my grey hair 
and a considerable amount of 
oil, all of which is true.
Simon Pugh

Star in a car
Award-winning actor Idris Elba 
attended the opening ceremony of 
the Invictus Games earlier this year 
in this 1968 Series IIA.

It previously carried Her Majesty 
the Queen and the late Queen 
Mother during the 1970s and 

1980s and was based in Germany 
until its de-mob in 1993, having 
covered around 4000Km. It was 
then donated to the National 
Army Museum. Idris is clearly 
a man of taste to choose such 
a classic for the occasion! 

Cakes aplenty
In CLR issue 18, I note you have a 
feature on page 18 about a

Similarly, as a family we have 
owned a 1954 86in for 23 
years and since retirement 
I have been rebuilding 
an 80in. Consequently 
some people in my 
family see me as the 
old bloke under the 
Land Rover. Hence the 
cake for my 70th. Note 
me sporting my grey hair 
and a considerable amount of 
oil, all of which is true.

In CLR issue 18, I note you have a 
feature on page 18 about a cake.

Similarly, as a family we have 
owned a 1954 86in for 23 
years and since retirement 

and a considerable amount of 
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Get me to the 
church

Hannah Coxhead and Ben Wilkinson clearly have friends with good 
taste in vehicles. At their wedding earlier this year, which took place at 
Bisbrooke near Uppingham in Rutland, three Series IIs came along to join 
in the fun. Stuart Naylor

Hang out
How often have you hung up 
your saturated coat, wetsuit or 
motorbike jacket to dry, only for it 
to fall on the fl oor in a heap when 
the clothes hanger has snapped?

Well now there’s a solution. The 
Dritek Hanger is not particularly 
cheap at £17.99 but once you’ve 
got one I bet you’ll wonder what 
you ever did without it and you’ll 
realise it’s actually worth its 
weight in gold – to coin a well-
used cliché.

It is, says the manufacturer 
an  ‘innovative and unique 
combination of a super-sized, 
concaved hanger frame, fl exible 
and adjustable strap, and a heavy 
duty ‘closed hook’ carabiner to 
allow  users to safely and securely 
hang their gear in any number of 
sites and situations, allowing it to 
dry and air naturally.

More details www.
dritekproducts.com

Aussie Land 
Rovers
I was interested in reading Jason 
Blythe’s letter regarding the 
peculiarities of Australian Land 
Rover Series II and IIAs. 

As a Pom who arrived in Oz in 
1972, and already a devotee, there 
are some odd ones. For instance, 
while I think Land Rovers in the UK 
set the headlights into the grille 
frame in the late sixties Australian 
CKDs never did. All Series had the 
exposed chrome bezels. Likewise 
when the six-cylinder arrived, the 
LWB fuel tank and fi ller went to 
the back, but not in Australia, 
it remained a midships, though 
larger. The better dished de-luxe 
bonnet, standard on all LWBs in the 
UK, only ever made it here when 
you fl ashed out on the Station 
Wagon. We also had a short lived 
‘new’ metal grille, with fewer cross 
wires and, for the six, an oval Land 
Rover badge with the words ‘six’ 
embossed in it and screwed to it. 

The (always pointless I thought) 
plate that covered the gap 
between bumper and grille was, in 
England, aluminium. Here a rather 
nasty steel one replaced it. 

Like most Aussie owners it 

was the fi rst bit of frippery to be 
ditched, followed by the below-
door panel. 

When the Australian Army 
took Land Rovers, military 
modifi cations found their way 
offi cially on to civilian vehicles, or 
so I understand, particularly in the 
chassis and suspension area.  

You could specify military ‘high 
lift’ suspension. Though never 
the ‘cutaway’ front wings, that 
appeared in the early sixties. Only 
the initial Land Rover contracts 
for Series II did, I think, not have 
them. I have a fi rst contract 
Series II 88in and that still has its 
standard wings. Most, if not all IIA 
military had cutaways, but not the 
Series III. 

It is rather sad over here that 
now the Land Rover ‘Perentie’ 
trucks (named after an Aboriginal 
word for the Goanna monitor 
lizard) are being sold off (all fi tted 
with a four-litre Izuzu diesel) that 
the Australian Army is re-equipping 
with the MB Gelandewagen. 
Martin Dix 
Healesville 
Victoria

Advance warning
The 2015 Charity Land Rover Run from Kent to Brugge is expected to take 
place on June 6 and 7, 2015 and applications will soon be invited from 
those wanting to take part – watch this space.

This year the group has decided to raise money for the Battle of Britain 
Trust to mark the 70th anniversary of the Second World War.

Easy 
does it
This new tool from HNJ 
Engineering, supplied with 
a Tommy Bar, is used for 
tightening the castle nut around 
the primary pinion shaft at 
the front of the gearbox where 
access is restricted due to 
the bell housing. These tools 
are manufactured in the UK 
from Acetal which offers high 
mechanical strength, hardness 
and toughness. Because the 
pinion lock nut has a left hand 
thread, the top is engraved with 
a reminder.

More details from 
www.hnjengineering.co.uk

Protecting wildlife
Twelve teams took part in the UK Rhino Charge on Sunday September 21, at 
the Slindon Safari 4x4 Centre in West Sussex and raised more than £6,500 
for the Kenyan conversation charity Rhino Ark.

Rhino Ark aims to protect the wildlife and ecosystems of Kenya by building 
electronic fences. So far 57km of Mount Kenya and 34km  of Mau Eburu 
have now been completed. www.rhinoark.org
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Land Rover
Dog of the 
month

Rolo
I would like to enter Rolo 
for mutt of the month. He is 
looking through the eyes of 
a IIA Lightweight  (1969). 
This is a full nuts and bolts 
restoration project, on the 
road early 2015.
Darren Curle

Snoopy
Snoopy helping with the 
rolling restoration on Mary 
our Series III 109in. He is 
a very comfortable pillow 
when I am wire brushing the 
chassis. 
Paul
Near Pontefract
West Yorkshire

Hero and Radley
Our blue rowan cocker 
spaniels Hero and Radley 
who are half brothers, aged 
7, love a ride out in Tottie our 
1976 Series III. 
Andrew Badham & Suzie 
Foxton
Long Compton, 
South Warwickshire

Rafa and Alfi e
Rafa my three-year-old 
Springer and his mate Alfi e, a 
12-month-old Chihuahua are 
happy to lie in the sun in the 
back of my Series IIA while I 
complete the restoration.
 Andy Bett
Lincolnshire

Poppy
This is Poppy she belongs 
to David, my brother in law. 
She stays with me when he 
goes on holiday and is a tiny 
bundle of fun and loves going 
out in the 110 and especially 
going to rallies. She thinks 
it’s cool to sit on the bonnet.
Bill Diegutis

Lurch
This is my dog Lurch, just 
been for a run in the back of 
my dad’s Series III 109in
 Louise Maclean
 Dumfries 

More applications
for the most exclusive
club in motoring… 
Send your entries to 
news@classiclandrover.com

Help 
needed 
please
I subscribe to Classic Land Rover 
magazine. As a result of an article 
a few months ago I purchased a 
valve adjusting tool to make valve 
adjustments easier. Unfortunately 
the instructions that came with 
the tool really do not make sense. 
Would it be possible to do a step 
by step  article on exactly how to 
use the tool?

 Also my AVM hubs leak quite 
badly. Would it be also possible to 
do an article on the proper way to 
rebuild them?

Jim Ecker 

I take it that the tool you are 
referring to is the item described 
in an instalment of Vintage 
Essentials and pictured here? I 
must confess that I am not familiar 
with the tool in question and still 
set valves with a ring spanner, 
screwdriver and feeler gauge. My 
understanding of the tool is that 
it makes things easier because 
there are only two items to hold 
while setting valves and, like many 
special tools, will have a knack 
that must be learned before the 

job becomes easier. 
Because of the specialised 
nature of the tool and its 
limited use, I couldn’t devote a 
whole article to how to use it. 

On the subject of freewheeling 
hubs; you don’t say where they 
are leaking from so it could be 
the rubber O ring around the 
selector or from one of the two 
paper gaskets. I recently wrote 
a Vintage Essentials about AVM 
hubs and these items are visible 
in the pictures. If it is one of the 
gaskets that is leaking, a tip is 
to use Hylomar or Hermetite to 
get a seal - I have sworn by these 
compounds ever since owning old 
British bikes with leaky primary 
chain covers. Also check all the 
surfaces are clean and dry before 
using either of these compounds 
or a new gasket. I rebuilt a similar 
hub - a MAP one - in issue 1 of 
CLR. One of our contributors is 
about to rebuild a pair of eBay-
sourced MAP hubs and that will 
no doubt feature a s a weekend 
workshop job in due course. I hope 
all this helps. JC

Fond memories
I loved the Penninistas article in 
October’s CLR.  My mate bought 
the 80in V8 KOG 785 (Page 59) 
soon after that photo was taken 
and he had it for four years.

Here are a couple of photos from 
my d

ad’s photo album at Malham 
which he thinks were taken at 
Malham between1965-68.

My uncle had a Series II with 
a red David Brown exhaust on, 
BKW 37C. It was the farm Land 
Rover and gained some checker 
stickers on the front wings - no 
doubt trialling is why the exhaust 
ended up out of the bonnet! In 
those days they used chains for 
recovery. 

Arthur Willey bought a brand 
new Series One diesel and it did 
very well in the water and on fresh 
grass my dad said.
Mike Hemingway
Harrogate
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Events
Start to mark your diary for 2015 
with our at-a-glance guide

 Land Rover Only Event

 CLR coverage

 Prizes

 Beer Tent

 Motorsport 

 Camping

 Points of interest

November 
14-16 
Classic Motor Show
NEC Birmingham
www.necclassicmotorshow.com

pbi

2015
January
11 
Malvern 4x4 Spares Day & Land 
Rover Autojumble, 
Wye Halls, Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcs, 
WR13 6NW

February
14-15 
Footman James Great 
Western Autojumble
www.bristolclassiccarshow.co.uk

April
12 
Skipton 4x4 Spares Day
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com
  

26 
Newbury 4x4 Spares Day
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

May 
21-26
2015 ALRC National Rally
Hosted by the Midland Rover Owners Club. 
Eastnor Castle near Ledbury, Herefordshire,
www.alrcnational2015.co.uk

ltibpm

23-25 
Trails and Rails
A new event for leafers at the Talyllyn Railway to offer 
a weekend of green laning, scenic drives and discount 
rail travel on the Talyllyn and Fairbourne railways. The 
Railway is opening the fi eld it owns at Abergynolwyn 
Station to provide low cost camping and caravan pitches. 
Full details and entry forms can be obtained by emailing 
trailsandrails@hotmail.com

lti

June
13-14 
36th Footman James Bristol Classic 
Car Show
www.bristolclassiccarshow.co.uk

20-21
Land Rover Show
Three Counties Showground, Malvern 
The Eastnor Land Rover Show is moving venue to a 
proper showground with the indoor Severn Hall, campsite 
with electric hook ups, permanent showers and toilets. 
Land Rover spares sort-out on the Sunday. There will 
still be a connection with Eastnor with the LRE off-road 
courses and a free bus running to Eastnor on Sunday 
as Eastnor is only an eight minute drive away from 
the showground.
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

lpib t

26-28
LRSOC International Rally 2015
‘Gateway Getaway’ 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire
(club members’ event)

lpibt

July

22-26 
War and Peace Revival
Military Vehicle Show, Folkestone Racecourse, Kent
www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk

ptib

August
29-31
Leafers at’Pit 
National Coal Mining Museum for England, Caphouse 
Colliery, New Road, Overton, Wakefi eld, WF4 4RH  A 
leaf-sprung only Land Rover show for all lovers of Classic 
Land Rovers
www.leafersatpit.org.uk/

lpti

 Land Rover Only Event

 CLR coverage

 Prizes

 Beer Tent

 Motorsport 

 Camping

 Points of interest
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JOURNEYS

S ince the downfall of Colonel Ghadda�  
in 2010, my Carawagon has been 
enjoying something of a retirement 

from desert adventure.
It has been driven no further than the 

northern shores of France, with a trip to 
The Normandy Beaches last summer and an 
exploration of rural Brittany this summer.  

Over the years we have perfected the ‘rig’ 
to exactly suit our holiday requirements with 
greater comfort and increased ef� ciency.  

About three years ago, at the suggestion 
of Classic Land Rover editor and fellow 
Carawagon owner John Carroll, we added 
‘The West Wing’ in the form of an OzTent 
RV3. This expanded the sleeping area from 
the cramped interior of the Land Rover to 
something where the bed can stay set up and 
bulky items can be stored.  

We also seem to travel with far more stuff 
than in my desert days; comfortable chairs, 
foam mattresses, a Chiminea for chilly 
evenings and all the extra paraphernalia 
for the Oz Tent that hinders the 30 second 
erection (more like half an hour with � oor-
saver ground sheet, side panels and � y 
sheet).  

While the extra comforts are welcome 
when we are supposed to be relaxing on 
holiday, they do add considerably to total 
set-up and pack-up time which means that 
once established on a camp site there is a 
reluctance to move!

This is built into our plans and we select 

Toby Savage enjoys a 
summer Carawagon trip 
to Brittany where minor 
wiring issues fail to 
dampen the holiday spiritWhen Push

Comes toShove

Toby’s Carawagon 
has done 10 major 
Sahara trips, but 
now enjoys semi 
retirement with an 
annual jaunt across 
the Channel

About to face the aftermath of 
Hurricane Bertha, Toby and Jo 
ease their 1970 Carawagon on 
to Brittany Ferries Armorique
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BELOW: The ‘Rig’, once fully set up gives plenty 
of living space, but does take about an hour to 
erect

Toby and Jo selected Chateaulin as their base 
in Brittany - a pretty market town within easy 
reach of many interesting villages

Roscoff was all you would expect of a small 
French seaside town with good restaurants and 
bars

www.classiclandrover.com DECEMBER 2014 21

a site central to the location to be visited 
- about � ve miles inland from the D-Day 
beaches last year and in Chateaulin, in the 
Finistere peninsula on the west coast of 
Brittany this year.  

To ensure we can leave the Carawagon 
in position we tow a 1978 Honda C90 
on a small trailer.  This motor bike, more 
suited to Cabbies doing The Knowledge, or 
lads delivering pizzas, has covered more 
European miles than British and has become 
as much a part of our holidays as a pair 
of sunglasses.

Day trips of 40 miles are feasible and 
if speed is not an issue its load carrying 
qualities are legendary.

Knowing August to be a busy month in 
France we did considerable research in 
advance and booked ferry crossings to and 
from Brittany with Brittany Ferries.  

The big advantage of using Brittany Ferries 
is that they sail directly into all of the 
Bretange Ports minimising the driving while 
over there.  We took the Plymouth to Roscoff 
sailing out and the St Malo to Portsmouth 
for the return, giving us opportunity to have 
a look around Roscoff and St Malo while 
there.  Researching a campsite we found a 
couple in Chateaulin and booked a pitch at 
one close to the river.

 In the week leading up to our departure 
I had a few problems with starting the 
Carawagon’s 200Tdi engine which I thought 
was either a dud battery or a poor earth 
connection.  The battery was an Odyssey 
one that had been doing stirling service for 
14 years, so was allowed a departure with 
full military honours. It was replaced by a 
standard battery which seemed to do the 
trick.  

We arrived in Plymouth without drama, 

but in strong wind and rain in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Bertha and we feared a choppy 
crossing over to Roscoff. Fortunately we had 
booked a cabin and the journey was � ne: We 
arrived in Roscoff in  glorious sunshine.  

We are all guilty of arriving at airports, 
or ferry ports and rushing straight through 
them to join a motorway to our destination, 
when actually many of them are well worth 
a visit in their own right.  Roscoff was utterly 
charming, with a pleasant promenade, good 
looking restaurants and bars and a totally 
French population enjoying everything 
on offer.

We stretched our legs, practiced our French, 
drank coffee and ate croissants before 
heading inland to Chateaulin and our chosen 
camp site.  

First impressions of the town were great, 
but the camp site not so; very busy with only 
a small plot for our rig.  It was too late in 
the day to � nd an alternative so we made 
camp and vowed to have a look around 
the following day.  Leaving the Land Rover 

in-situ we explored on the Honda taking in 
both the town and the surrounding villages 
and soon found Camping Rodaven on the 
other side of the river; far bigger, plenty of 
room for us and cheaper. Perfect.

 We made a hasty job of packing up for our 
escape and the Carawagon picked the worst 
moment possible to not start.  However hard 
I turned the key, all was dead.  Fortunately 
we were on the slightest of slopes and, with 
Jo behind the wheel and me pushing, we 
gained just enough momentum to drop 
the clutch and � re her up.  An hour later 

RIGHT: Chateaulin on market day was stacked 
with tempting fresh produce from local farms

RIGHT: This massive crab was still alive and ready 
to nip your fi ngers! 

‘First impressions of 
the town were great, 
but the camp site 
not so’
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we were established in the other site, the 
chiminea was lit, food was on the table and a 
bottle of wine was open. 

The days rolled by with a pattern of 
leisurely breakfasts and lunches out in 
various outlying villages.  The beauty 
of being so mobile and the unequalled 
parking possibilities available with a small 
Honda is that we could stop wherever we 
saw something of interest.  Last year in 
Normandy it was rusting Second World War 
sand ladders, this year it was food related.  
Arriving in the small town of Argol we 
stumbled across the local fête.  

The road was closed to all but small 
motorcycles and pedestrians and the entire 
population had turned out to eat and drink 
together wherever they could � nd room to 
sit.  Unhindered by hygiene regulations large 
men cooked whole hams over an open � re, 
while others hacked the meat up and served 
it with frites et legumes.  

The wine was � owing at just €5 a bottle so 
we dived in, handed over the €10 inclusive 
fee and ate with the locals.  I’m sure, back 
in the � fties and sixties similar celebrations 
took place in rural England, all now falling 
foul of health and safety bureaucracy.

I had been conveniently ignoring the 
starting issues of the Carawagon, but by 
day four realised that I must sort it out 
or we could be stranded in rural Brittany 
inde� nitely. 

It was a warm and sunny morning and 
the grass was dry so I pulled out my tools 

A few hours spent underneath with the tool kit 
soon solved the problem

The Carawagon’s starting problem may have had 
something to do with the wiring!

Few experiences can match sitting out in the 
fresh air in front of a log fi re enjoying a bottle of 
wine and some good food

‘We also seem to travel with far more stuff than in my desert days’
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Info
Brittany has a climate similar to 
Cornwall. Expect showers mixed with 
sunshine and a similar coastline.
Toby and Jo sailed with Brittany Ferries 
www.brittany-ferries.co.uk who offer 
cruise ship comfort to France and Spain.
There are plenty of campsites in Brittany, 
but the coastal ones can prove windy. 
Despite being a UK web site 
www.ukcampsites.co.uk lists
European sites as well.
After a false start, Toby and Jo stayed at 
www.campingderodaven.fr which had 
all they needed.

things work, some tools and a box of mixed 
repairing junk (wire, cable ties, gaffer tape 
and WD40) have always kept me going. That 
is the beauty of running old cars of course.

 With our time in Brittany coming to 
an end we had to plot a route back north 
to St Malo, a good four-hour drive from 
Chateaulin and we had a 10am ferry to catch 
the next morning.  To ensure we did this 
in good time we decided to stay a night in 
Dinan, a well-known holiday destination 
with a great reputation and just a stone’s 
throw from the port.  

I still did not fully trust the Carawagon 
starting as it had shown signs that perhaps 
the actual solenoid was faulty, so we parked 
outside town on a slight slope - just in 
case - and rode into town on the Honda 
with minimal luggage, found an hotel and 
explored on foot. We were slightly concerned 
about the lack of security on the Carawagon 
and all our possessions on full view in the 
back. 

Our fears were unfounded and clearly the 
average French thief was not attracted by 
old bits of foam bed, well-used plastic carrier 
bags and a sack of unused logs.

The next day, the engine started perfectly 
and within half-an-hour we were parked on 

Brittany Ferries Bretange ready to search 
out the excellent restaurant on board for a 
� nal feast.

 We arrived in Portsmouth by late 
afternoon relaxed and refreshed and were 
home by 10 pm, re� ecting on how we 
had yet again enjoyed the combination of 
Carawagon and bike giving us the freedom 
to stay wherever we wanted and seek out the 
places other tourists miss completely. a

and circuit tester, opened up the dashboard 
and took a look.  Evidence suggested it was 
the ignition/starter switch, which has given 
trouble before and has been replaced within 
living memory.  As I turned the key, the 
ignition light came on, but no power seemed 
to be going to the starter solenoid.  

The last time I had this problem the whole 
switch fell apart in southern Libya and I 
hot-wired the windscreen wash/wipe switch 
to replace it - the botch got me home and 
remained that way for a further year.  This 
time it was only half the problem so I took a 
fresh wire from a powered spotlight switch 
down to the solenoid.  The trouble with 
trying to do this is that Land Rover, in their 
wisdom, put the spade connector for the 
solenoid on the engine block side of the 
starter motor, hidden underneath the turbo 
and � rst section of exhaust pipe.  If I had 
eight-inch long � ngers no fatter than pencils 
this would not be an issue, but my chunky 
merguez saucisse had no chance.  After a 
liberal spray of WD40 and a fresh cup of 
coffee it was off and I clamped a new spade 
connector to the wire and � tted it.

It worked.  I have always been very lucky 
with all three of my classic Land Rovers 
in that my simple understanding of how 

It was all happening in the little town of Argol where the whole village had turned out for a feast 
unhindered by hygiene legislation

Well practised men carved up the hams 
continuously for over an hour to feed Toby, Jo 
and about 300 locals

Dinan, Brittany. A popular tourist destination 
with good reason

The steep 
alleyways of Dinan 
made a great end 
to the Brittany 
trip, with loads 
to see
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Everyone who’s seen The Italian Job 
remembers the Minis: cute, iconic, 
with bags of attitude, they really did 

steal the show and have spawned many 
replicas since.  

But there wouldn’t have been a heist 
without the quiet capability of another 
motoring legend: the Land Rover. 

This Series IIA 109in, was bought by Geoff 
Giles in 2006 and needed a long list of 
necessary repairs, including a new chassis.

Film buff Geoff decided to have it rebuilt 
in the style of the Land Rover from the 

Italian Job. The initial list of 31 jobs grew 
to 40 plus extras, ranging from major items 
including a full gearbox rebuild to the 
cosmetic touches which created the Italian 
Job ‘look’. 

It’s not an exact match to the original, 
which was a modi� ed 1965, 2,286cc petrol-
engined Station Wagon with boarded-
out rear windows; but other details are 
remarkably accurate, including the crane, 
military bumpers, Morgan side lights and 
indicators, custom-made mesh for the 
windows and Jerry cans.  Geoff also � tted 
the correct roof rack, with ladder, and had 
polished pick axe handles and blue overalls 
made to match the � lm, teamed with 
original-style open-face white helmets with 

mesh visors.
All this wasn’t just so Geoff could have 

a ‘� lm-star’ vehicle – there’s a serious side 
too – as Geoff uses his vehicles to raise 
money for children’s charities by competing 
in The Italian Job Touring Event Charity 
Run.  It involves driving all the way from 
the UK to Turin and back, some 3,500 miles. 
The event is 25 years old this year and has 
so far raised more than £2.2million.

Geoff’s interest in iconic British vehicles 
goes back to the 1950s when he was living 
with his parents in Tanganyika (now 
Tanzania). Over the years he’s owned Minis, 
Morgans and six Nuf� eld tractors as well as 
Land Rovers.

Although the Italian Job vehicle is 

All over the world 
there are hundreds 
of folk making a living 
or raising money for 
charity as lookalikes 
of famous people. 
Here we meet a classic 
Land Rover that is 
doing just 
that for its owner

Film Star Fleet

WORDS CLARE WESTBROOK 
PICTURES GARRY STUART

Emma and? I’m sorry, I didn’t 
catch her name? from our Ad 
Department, getting into the 
mood – and the costumes – 
for our shoot!

Charity and sponsor decals 
make Mo stand out from 

the crowd; the fi lm’s vehicle 
was plain in comparison

COLLECTIONS
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arguably the most eye-catching from 
Geoff’s � eet, his entertainment theme 
extends to more of the collection too.  Joe 
90 was his � rst Land Rover: a 1985 90, 
so-called because he lived near Gerry 
Anderson of Thunderbirds and Joe 90 fame.  

It was bought for Geoff’s teenage son, who 
at 6ft 10in needed something inexpensive 
to insure with plenty of headroom; 
unfortunately he took it with him when he 
went to university.  

So along came Geoff’s � rst Series 
vehicle: a 1969 IIA, registration OTJ 510G.  
Although in reasonable condition when 
he bought it, after a while it needed a new 
chassis and Geoff decided to treat it to some 
re-galvanising and an off-body re-spray 

at the same time.  He also � tted parabolic 
springs, which he found: “Wallowed about 
so much it felt like an old boat”, so he 
christened the vehicle Queenie, after the 
African Queen (another movie connection.)

With OTJ 510G on the road, he joined 

the Series 2 Club and spotted another 
109in Series IIA referred to as ‘OTJ’ in the 
magazine, so decided to investigate.  Turns 
out it was OTJ 511G; consecutive to Geoff’s 
and registered on exactly the same day: 
January 15, 1969.  The owner wasn’t selling 
at the time, but agreed Geoff could have 
� rst refusal if ever he did. And so in 2006 
Geoff became the proud owner of OTJ 511G, 
the vehicle that would eventually become 
the Italian Job lookalike.

 Geoff competed twice in the Italian Job 
Touring Event Charity Run in a Mini before 
transforming the Land Rover for the 2007 
event. Because he would be driving it so 
many miles, Geoff added a few practical 
modi� cations and creature comforts too.  
There’s a Fairey overdrive unit, comfortable 
seats and sound insulation (carpet underlay) 
on the � oor, side walls and doors.  Plywood 
sides and a cargo net were � tted in the back 
to carry extras and a false � oor houses 
spares underneath.  There are even two 
extra fuel tanks with switched pumps, so 
spare diesel can be moved to the main tank 
while driving along.  

Mo (the initials of her previous owner) 
has been to Italy twice and is believed to be 
the only Land Rover in the world to have 
been on the Lingotto roof (twice). It is also 
possibly the only Series II Land Rover to 
have driven around the Monza Formula One 
circuit too, albeit as Geoff says: “Always at 

‘Geoff uses 
his vehicles to 

raise money 
for children’s 

charities’

Mo now looks very different to her ‘sister’, OTJ 510G

George Innes, who played Bill Bailey, actually 
learned to drive just for the Land Rover scenes

The original 2,286cc diesel engine and 
gearbox have been reconditioned, and a Fairey 
overdrive fi tted

The Land Rover in the fi lm had a bonnet-
mounted spare wheel; on occasion, Mo does too

The Harvey Frost rear crane, with custom-
made frame

At customs in Dover Geoff used to tell the 
offi cers “Mr Bridger is sending us on a job”; 
they never had a problem!

A well labelled dash, with handy KPH 
conversion to keep the right side of the law!

Whereas 
all 16 
Minis were 
destroyed 
during 
fi lming, the 
Land Rover 
survived 
and was 
bought by 
Ken Wright, 
a welder and 
mechanic on 
the fi lm
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the back, as most other cars were Minis or 
Aston Martins”.

By 2013, Geoff’s collection had grown to 
include two Series IIIs, both of which he’d 
restored, and a Series One he rescued in a 
sorry state from the Land Rover Orphanage. 

 Despite all the work to his other Land 
Rovers, this Series One was the only one Geoff 
actually bought as a ‘project’. As he puts it: “It 
was just my wish to restore the vehicles into 
something that would last for a long time; 
I hate how people break down older Land 
Rovers, I wanted to keep them alive”.  

Sadly, it wasn’t to be with the Series One.  
After a new chassis, bulkhead, wheels, 

brakes and hubs, rebuilt tub and many 
re-sprayed parts, his mechanic emigrated 
to Australia, leaving Geoff without the 
experience and knowledge to � nish the job.  
It was a huge disappointment as he’d been 
dreaming of driving his 1957 88in with the 
top down.

But he’d also fallen in love with a more 
modern 110 Station Wagon, so while on 
a visit to Carlisle he just dropped into 
Lloyds Land Rover to see how prices there 
compared with back home in the south.  

A second-hand 110 on the forecourt 
caught his eye, but he couldn’t afford 
it unless he sold his entire collection.  

Martyn Wadsley at J R Land Rovers in 
Sawtry just happened to be there at exactly 
that moment, looking to buy Land Rovers 
and he agreed to buy Geoff’s collection 
of vehicles.

Geoff now has just one Land Rover, but 
it’s one he can drive more frequently; as 
he says, it does mean he can still enjoy 
the famous marque.  And he’s still doing 
his bit to keep old Land Rovers alive too: 
he’s placed an order for a Defender before 
they’re discontinued next year!
If you fancy joining The Italian Job next 
year, register your interest on the website at 
www.italianjob.com a

The Italian Job supports many charities; this 
year it’s ‘Variety, the Children’s Charity’

The mesh was custom-made to match the 
original vehicle in the fi lm

Morgan side lights and indicators, just like in 
the fi lm

The Harvey Frost rear crane, with custom-
made frame

Deluxe seats and a ‘cubby’ box with drinks 
holders - handy for such a long journey!

Free-wheeling hubs were just one small item in 
Geoff’s transformation of this vehicle

The Land 
Rover 

Orphanage 
played a 

big part in 
getting this 
Italian Job 

off the 
ground and 
on the road

COLLECTIONS
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The Italian Job is a mix of fun and fundraising 
wrapped up in a driving holiday; this year it’s 
taking in Turin and Trento

Martyn Wadsley, the proud new owner of Mo 1957/8 88in two wheel drive Series One, complete 
with all its parts plus documentation from Land 
Rover and the Museum of Army Transport

The custom dashboard carries many extras, including a Brantz trip meter and timer for rally stages; 
Geoff used a police measured mile to calibrate it accurately

The original pick-up cab on this 1974 Series III 
didn’t have enough headroom for Geoff, so he 
converted it to a full canvas tilt

Geoff renovated all three of these Series Land 
Rovers; they all come with files full of records 
and receipts

In this still from the film you can just see the 
bullion van through the archway
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SERIES IIA FFR

WORDS LOUISE LIMB PICTURES LOUISE LIMB AND MATT LAWRENCE

When Matt 
Lawrence 

decided on an 
ex-military 
Land Rover 

this 1961 
Series IIA 

88in FFR was 
too good to 

miss

RADIO  DAYS

1961 FFR 
Series IIA 

88in and 
period Sankey 

trailer make 
an excellent 

camping duo
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Series IIA 
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Accurate detail helped ensure this 1961 FFR 
Series IIA 88in and period Sankey trailer win 
best Military Vehicle at Leafers at T’Pit 2014
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W atching Matt Lawrence 
manoeuvre his beautifully 
restored military Series IIA and 

matching Sankey trailer around a tight West 
Yorkshire track was a delight. However, 
Matt’s vehicle was even more beguiling than 
his driving, having just scooped the trophy 
for Best Military at Leafers at T’ Pit. 

In 2001 and hankering for a military Land 
Rover, Matt considered the usual route of 
Lightweight, 90in, 109in and 110in, even 
looking at a 101in Ambulance for a bargain 
£1,500. 

But his mum’s place near Bury St Edmunds 
didn’t stretch to accommodating such a huge 
lump of Land Rover. When helping out with 
his old Land Rover 90 TD at a mountain bike 
event in Thetford Forest he picked up details 
of a Series IIA Fitted For Radio (FFR) also 
in Suffolk. A 40 amp ¼ ton 4x4 FFR Rover 
8 was not a military vehicle Matt had even 
heard of before but it was roadworthy with 
a current MOT and the VED exemption was 
a boon to a young lad with limited funds. It 
was also short enough to keep at his mum’s 
and after a test drive the deal was done.

While many of the FFR � ttings were 
missing, the 1961 Series IIA 88in was 
equipped with an early 40-amp electrical 
system featuring a generator, separate 
recti� er in front of the radiator and 
oil cooler, with the ‘toast rack’ grille 
to protect it, a separate regulator/
control box located under the 
bonnet next to the nearside wing. 

Later FFR Land Rovers have 
90-amp electrical systems, 
which, with updated 
technology, combine these 
three components into one 
alternator. 

For the moment, Matt was content to give 
his new acquisition a lick of paint, renew 
the tatty, leaking canvas tilt with an FFR 
speci� cation one and replace the medley of 
seats with matching Exmoor Trim elephant 

hide ones. For the next three years he ran 
it most days, took it to shows and drove it 

off-road, postponing any plans to 
re� t the radios. 

Sadly, none of the IIA’s service 
history is known, despite the 
previous owner trying to trace 
it from the Army Museum of 
Transport at Beverley.  They 

could only tell him that 
it went into service in 
1961 and left in1972. 
A chance meeting with 
Clive McDonald-Smith 
helped identify its military 
registration number as 
55DM83 and without any 

history for the vehicle, Matt 
decided to give it an RAF Regiment 
TAC plate after � nding pictures of 
the same type of FFR in service with 
the RAF Regiment.
By late 2004 the Land Rover needed 

work and Matt, now busy serving 
with the RAF Regiment, was only able 

RADIO  DAYS
to get home occasionally to work on his 
Land Rover. He took it off the road and 
restoration began slowly. First, a pair of 
tough to � nd radio operator seats of the 
correct period were � tted in the rear tub. 
Scouring the big autojumbles like Newbury 
and ex-military sources revealed scarce items 

such as the radio table and 
the Dexion racking to support 

it, ri� e brackets and clips and 
eventually a pair of early 1960s 

Larkspur radio sets of the type 
that would have been used during 

the Cold War. The Land Rover now 
has a C13 vehicle HF transceiver and 

a C42 Vehicle VHF set. The Larkspur 
system, developed after the Second 

World War as a more secure way of 
communicating on the battle� eld, 

meant a network of stations positioned 
in vehicles such as the IIA could all be 

pre-tuned to the same frequency without 

‘In between tours 
of duty, Matt would 
work on the Land 

Rover’

The pick and 
shovel are known 

as pioneer tools 
and are attached 
to fi ttings on the 

tailgate

RIGHT: In the 1960s, new vehicles came with 
trailer connections for those still using the older 
‘Warner’ trailer connections  which are yellow, 
and the newer NATO connections

The large battery for radio operation is 
protected beneath the rare C42 and C13 
radio sets

Accurate detail helped ensure this 1961 FFR Accurate detail helped ensure this 1961 FFR 
Series IIA 88in and period Sankey trailer win Series IIA 88in and period Sankey trailer win 
best Military Vehicle at Leafers at T’Pit 2014best Military Vehicle at Leafers at T’Pit 2014
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As well as the white stencilled marks for ease 
of vehicle and parts identifi cation, the yellow 
bridge plate on the front wing was a practice 
(dating back to WWII, if not before) used 
to tally Royal Engineer bridging units and 
weight classifi cations of vehicles.  To identify 
if the vehicle was suitable to use the bridge 
they had built they placed a number within 
the plate which corresponded with the bridge  
but in later years this practice declined. The 
red and blue ‘tac’ ( tactical) plate attached to 
the front bumper identifi es the Land Rover 
as belonging to 63 Squadron RAF Regiment. 

What the 
markings mean

636363
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SERIES IIA FFR

advertising their position to the enemy 
through a call sign, a serious weakness in 
previous systems. 

Further original equipment includes the 
battery carrier which Matt has only recently 
discovered and which he is about to refurbish 
and � t beneath the battery cover. He had 
also had to hunt for the wing mounted 
Antenna Tuning Units (ATUs), the antenna 
mounts for the sides of the rear body and 
refurbish all his purchases along with the 
water jerry can and mount. A de-activated 
Self Loading Ri� e, Sterling Sub Machine 
Gun and an L4 7.62 Bren Light Machine 
Gun have also contributed towards restoring 
the equipment list for this particular FFR 
Land Rover.

 The Land Rover was beginning to look 
more authentic but the real work needed to 
be done under the bonnet and beneath the 
body. Apart from � tting a Turner unleaded 
cylinder head and the re� tting of a military 
screened ignition system, powered by the 
original 24 volt, 40 amp electrics, the 2, 
286cc engine required only regular servicing. 

However, the gearbox had become very 
noisy and with gears jumping out, he began 
by replacing that with another of a similar 
age. The original is still in the garage waiting 
to be rebuilt. Fortunately for Matt, the 
chassis with its bumpers, bumperettes and 
mounts for twin under seat � ll fuel tanks is 
in good condition along with the springs, 
though a slight irritation for any restorer is 
the Series III military speci� cation rear cross 
member currently residing where a Series IIA 
one should. 

As well as 
accurate military 

equipment the 
dash features 

rare 24 volt 
windscreen wiper 

motors

Painting the trailer under Matt’s window at the 
barrack block

The camoufl age painted Sankey trailer when 
bought  at Newbury 4x4 Spares Day

Uncovering the layers of paint suggested an early 
1960s example with bridge plate marked No. 1

I

Stripping out 
the interior to 
replace a very 
worn gearbox
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In between tours of duty, Matt would 
work on the Land Rover, obtaining a set of 
military speci� cation split rims which he 
shot blasted and repainted and � tting 7.50 x 
16 Goodyear Extragrip tyres. 

The Series IIA body is largely original, 
the bonnet retaining the cut outs for cables 
to pass through to the ATUs on the wings. 
All Matt had to do in the short term was to 
replace worn aluminium Series III door tops 
with Series II items, putting the Series III 
ones aside for later repair as any responsible 
classic Land Rover owner would...

Those beefy electrics presented a challenge 
and with little time to work on the FFR, 
Matt sent the Land Rover away for rewiring 
in 2010.  As well as running and charging 
the radios, the 24 volt 40 amp system also 
powered extra military speci� cation lights 
and when Matt � rst acquired the Land Rover, 
the rear wiring had been replaced with 
seven-core trailer wire, cutting off the NATO 
and Warner trailer sockets.  

In late 2009 he came across a new old-
stock wiring loom which he bought and 
considered � tting himself but with work 
commitments decided it was best to � nd a 
specialist who also reconnected the NATO 
trailer electrics and convoy lighting.  

The now tidy military speci� cation 
dashboard features a six-way combined 
light/ignition switch, twin amp gauges to 
monitor charging of both the vehicle and 
radio batteries and a cut out in top of main 
dash panel to allow the � tment of ri� e clip 
bracket.  

There’s a  hand throttle underneath to 
enable revs to be kept up when stationary 
for battery charging and the twin fuel tank 
change over lever sits neatly on the driver’s 
side of the bulkhead.

To complete the out� t, Matt bought a 
Sankey trailer at Newbury in 2005 while 
based at RAF Uxbridge and stripped back the 
layers of military paint. Due to the lack of 
hole and channels to take a water bowser he 
believes it is an early standard narrow track 
type.  

Once he sanded back to the original Deep 
Bronze Green paintwork and found a bridge 
plate painted on the front with an number 
‘1’ on it too, he knew he’d found a suitable 
match for his Series IIA. It’s now fully 
operational with the correct lighting and 
number plates. 

Matt is still working on the radio project, 
hoping to � nd the necessary connecting 
leads to link power to the sets and have the 
FFR fully working again but meanwhile runs 
a very practical ex-military Land Rover and 
trailer. A stickler for accuracy, Matt ensures 
there’s barely a red painted wheel nut in 
sight. a

In between tours of duty, Matt would 

‘Those beefy 
electrics presented a 

challenge’
‘The now tidy 

military specification 
dashboard features 
a six-way combined 

light/ignition switch’

Radio table, operators’ seats, Larkspur radio sets and other militaria are all original 1960s items

LEFT: Matt Lawrence has done much of the work 
on this careful restoration between tours of 
duty with the RAF

ABOVE RIGHT: Bonnet featured notches for cables 
to pass through to the Antenna Tuning Unit and 
wing mirrors had long, angled stalk for better 
visibility past the ATU

RIGHT: Elephant hide seats and correct 
refurbished jerry can are accurate details
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An obsolete relic, and a 
V8 Land Rover 90  
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In 1988, Brian 
Hartley parted 

reluctantly 
from his 

beloved Series 
II truck cab; 

but then began 
the love affair 

with his Ninety 
that endures to 

this day

Growing Old 
Together

WORDS BRIAN HARTLEY 
PICTURES GARRY STUART

M y trusty 4x4 sidekick of more 
than 18 years was a bronze green 
Series II 88ins truck cab, with just 

about the fastest 2,286cc petrol engine in 
captivity. 

It was my key to the Pennine Land Rover 
Club and a lifetime’s involvement and 
pleasure with off-roading. Years of tender 
loving care had just about kept pace with 
years of ultra-competitive events; trials, 
team recoveries, comp safaris, stage rallies, 
stock car racing and French ‘tout terrain’ to 
name but a few, and large road mileages, 
both here and abroad.

A cupboard full of silverware gave us a 
sense of success, while a stint as chairman 
of the Association of Rover Clubs provided 
a bit of gravitas. 

However the imminent arrival of a baby 
meant the truck cab was given a teary-eyed 
send off to its new home and in March 
1988, B889 PKV came into our life with 
31,000 miles on the clock.

It was � rst registered by Land Rover 
as a press car on April Fools’ Day 1985 
and though I convinced myself that a V8 
commercial would have had an easy life on 
the press � eet, it seems mine was loaned 
out to the Camel Trophy selection weekends 
which explained much of the mud packed 
inside the chassis and bulkhead. 

Twenty-six years later it now has 231,000 
miles on it though, like me, it is now on the 
gentle grassy slope towards a quieter life. 

It was originally a Trident Green poverty 
model hardtop with PVC seats, the front 
half of the interior roof trimmed and on 
205x16 tyres. 

By the time I took it on, it had been � tted 
with alpine lights, sliding rear side windows 
(which the taxman later stung me for, the 
vat never having been paid on the original 
conversion), full � bre headlining, and a gas 
strut rear door opener which was somewhat 
unique at the time. 

It would be nice to say it’s an original ‘85 
spec car but that would be a lie. In short 
it looks like an ‘85 Ninety and basically 
is..... But like all ‘old’ Land Rovers it’s 
only still extant because of the wonderful 
interchangeability of parts.

The engine, gearbox, front axle, rear axle 
casing, steering column and box, hardtop, 
windscreen frame, bonnet, air vents, grille 
panel and instruments, are all original. A 
major rebuild 14 years ago saw the chassis, 
bulkhead and rear tub go for scrap with 
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newer second-hand parts in their place and 
a complete re-spray to Arrow Red and Ivory. 

Mechanically the engine has high-
compression Range Rover heads in place of 
the original low-compression ones, a set of 
piston rings and valve guides, a Janspeed 
four-into-one manifold kit and large bore 
SPLR exhaust. 

I could say it increases power and 
improves fuel consumption, and it may 
actually do that, but much more importantly 
- it sounds amazing.

The Fairey mechanical winch and original 
battleship armour bumper were � tted once 
Club Off-Road (my own 4x4 club) became 
a success; the requirement was for a winch 
that could work all day if needed.

It does, and it has on occasions worked 
hard enough to boil the oil in the drive box. 
The bumper is happy to be put up against 
a tree to avoid needing extra anchors 
and has yet to come off worst in any 
confrontation with terra � rma - and there 
have been many.

 It has heavy duty coils all round, 
Discovery disc brakes on the rear, higher-
ratio Discovery transfer gears, steel rock 
sliders and a Steve Parker armoured front 
diff casing to shrug off the slings and 
arrows of outrageous off-roading.

The ARB rear diff lock is not as heavily 
used as you might expect, it gets used 
sparingly and only in certain situations; 
the compressor gets used much more for 
auxiliary purposes.

The Peter J Lea adjustable tow bracket 

Land Rovers have 
patina and battle 
scars, it enhances 

rather than detracts 
from the classically 

simplistic lines

‘That rumbling exhaust note speaks to me in ways words cannot’

Several items of note. Armoured diff pan 
gives evidence to regular off road use, as does 
bent track rod. Unique bolt on cross member, 

was used for reverse steering conversion on 
corporate days

Viagra Rover. Stuck there 
by some unruly Club Off 
Road entrants, more than 
10 years ago, and never 
removed
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is an ace bit of kit and after 25 years on 
the Ninety there’s still nothing better on 
the market.

 A home-made rack on the roof houses a 
pair of much-used Mantec Bridging Ladders 
to let groups of motors cross forestry 
drainage ditches when on safari events. 

The lack of tilt hooks down the tub 
gives away its later origin but the later 
bulkhead has the original steering column 
� tted.  I undertook this time-consuming job 
expressly so I could keep the four-spoke 

Range Rover leather-bound wheel which 
I adore; it is far better than the two-spoke 
soft-rim version used on later models.

 By Ninety standards this is not a big list 
and it is not what I’d call heavily modi� ed, 
though insurers disagree of course. 

So why a V8 Ninety? Simply put, it was 
at that time the � nest ‘off the shelf’ dual 
purpose 4x4 available - anywhere.  A set 
of 750x16 tyres and the bog standard V8 
Ninety was at the top of its game. 

Off-road, nothing I’ve driven since has 

the same easy dynamic as this particular 
combination, though the current V6 Jeep 
Rubicon seems as if it could be. 

That is the reason why it is still on the 
drive 26 years, two daughters and one-and-
a-half rebuilds later. 

Hundreds of people have been taught 
the special skill that is off-road driving in 
PKV; more than 40 individuals from one 
company alone. Their African subsidiary’s 
4x4 maintenance bill was slashed by two-
thirds after a thorough practical training of 

function over form. 
One seat, box for 
shackles, snatch 

blocks and ropes. 
Complete with 

ex-army pick, shovel 
on other side. Jerry 

can gives much 
needed extra range.

Fairey mechanical 
winch. Tough as 
they come, 140 
foot of Plasma 

and ready to work 
continuously when 
needed. However - 
drive assist is not 

really an option.

standard Rover 
V8 engine layout. 

Plastic box houses 
ignition coil and 

electric fan control 

Functional again. County 
seats, removable centre cubby, 

favourite steering wheel, 
mementos of favourite events 

and of course Captain Jean 
Luc Picard model. To boldly 

go... was a fi tting motto
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their staff by the dynamic duo in Parkwood 
off Road centre, incidentally the location for 
these � ne photos. 

That same daughter whose arrival created 
the opening for PKV’s purchase now takes 
it on events. Last year she requested its use 
as a wedding car when marrying the man 
she � rst met when in the same Land Rover 
helping me run CoR’s Bulldog Trophy. In 
addition, many hundreds have followed 
PKV’s tyre tracks on adventurous safaris 
in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 
In short she’s been a bit of a � oozy in her 
time - and in my humble opinion, all the 
better for it. My Ninety and I have a lot in 
common. We’re both old, but still working 
hard, yet in 2014 Britain we’re pretty much 
obsolete. We’re certainly not good looking, 
but not so ugly as to scare the natives. 

Our emissions aren’t up to modern 
standards and neither of us has much time 
for electronics oh, and please don’t repeat 
this, but one of us has a serious drink 
problem. Every year there is thought given 
to a diesel engine (a 300Tdi and gearbox 
sits waiting in the garage) or even more 
seriously letting it go. 

There is then a huge outcry from the 
extended family who all expect it to be 
passed on to them on my retirement/demise 
(presumably along with the money to fuel 
the beast). 

Someone will then start it up and that 
rumbling exhaust note speaks to me in 
ways words cannot. Once again we’re off 

over the moors, rivers and mountains in 
my mind and so the decision is made for 
another year. 

As this feature wings its way to Classic 
Land Rover we are setting off to start 
preparations for this year’s Rhino Charge 
in deepest West Sussex, and so the cycle 
continues. a

..... Where the 
V8 Ninety still 
excels, in its 
natural habitat, 
off road

‘Hundreds of people 
have been taught 
the special skill that 
is off-road driving in 
PKV’
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Doing the Gardens
More reminiscences from CLR editor John Carroll 
– here he recalls the 1988 National in 
Trentham GardensTrentham Gardens

WORDS JOHN CARROLL 
PICTURES IAN CLEGG

‘The venue for 1988 was Trentham Gardens, part of the Trentham 
Estate in Staffordshire’
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Looking back with hindsight, it is 
clear that, although, 25 years ago 
there were all ages of enthusiasts at 

Land Rover events, our crowd were young 
and carefree, so relished the social side of 
events like this as much as any other party 
weekend. 

For example, 1988 would be only 
the second Association of Rover Clubs 
(ARC) National that I’d been to and I was 
looking forward to it. By then, I’d let my 
Lancashire and Cheshire ROC membership 
lapse and entered as a member of the 
Yorkshire ROC (YROC). 

I’d joined YROC and the more recently 
formed, North Wales LRC (NWLRC) because 
I seemed to be splitting my time between 
Wirral and West Yorkshire, as a result 
of the locations of work, college days’ 

Doing the Gardens

mates and a lady who lived somewhere off 
the M66.

 I liked being in YROC because of the 
club’s greenlaning and trialling activities 
but I liked also being in NWLRC as 
‘home’ was on the Dee estuary-side of the 
Wirral. I’d been camping to North Wales, 
and Snowdonia in particular, walking, 
kayaking, motorcycling etc, since I could 
remember and still feel that, literally and 
metaphorically, I grew up there. The North 
Wales LRC lads referred to us Wirral boys as 
the ‘051s’ because of our Liverpool dialling 
code, but we all liked Land Rovers and 
forged good friendships. 

The venue for 1988 was Trentham 
Gardens, part of the Trentham Estate in 
Staffordshire on the southern edge of 
Stoke-on-Trent. Wirral to Stoke isn’t far 

Cornwall and Devon 
ladies in an 86in
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ABOVE: Pennine LRC member’s 86in Series One 
in the CCV trial 
BELOW: IIA 88in in the CCV trial

European visitors travelled in an early One Ten SW
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‘A load of the NWLRC guys had come down 
to Trentham in an ex-army Bedford truck’

at all so, come the Friday of the appointed 
bank holiday, Ian Clegg and I chucked our 
camping gear in my Series III and headed 
off knowing a good weekend was on the 
cards. Having friends in two clubs meant 
that it would be a social weekend as much 
as anything.

I entered the Road Taxed Vehicle (RTV) 
trial in my daily driver, a pastel green, 
Series III 88in. I couldn’t tell you when club 
Land Rover trials were divided into separate 
Cross Country Vehicle (CCV) and RTV trials 
but this was the well-established format 
by 1987 when two Wirral friends, Wayne 
and Helen Potter, and I had driven south to 
Plymouth in the 88in for the Cornwall and 
Devon LRC event.

A glance at the Association of Land Rover 
Clubs (ALRC) website (www.alrc.co.uk) 
reveals that the organisation from which 

the ALRC has evolved, was founded in 
1955 when the 86in Series One was still the 
current model. Apparently, a group of Land 
Rover enthusiasts approached the Rover 
Company and proposed the formation of an 
owners’ club. The subsequent organisation 
was named the Land Rover Owners 
Club (LROC). It was owned by the Rover 
Company and its administration was carried 
out from the Solihull factory.

 From the earliest days until the early 
1960s, the organisation held a National 
Rally at Fenny Compton, a village in 
Warwickshire just north of Banbury. From 
then on the rally moved venues each year, 
the � rst Eastnor Castle national was in 
May 1969 after the LROC had morphed 
into the Rover Owners Association (ROA) 
with constituent regional Rover Owners 
Clubs. The next change came when the 

ROA became the Association of Rover Clubs 
(ARC) in 1978 as British Leyland stepped 
back from the owners’ clubs. Nonetheless 
the National Rally continued and after a 
decade of rallies under the auspices of the 
ARC, the annual rally was, in 1988, to be 
hosted by Staffordshire and Shropshire 
LRC. 1988 was also the 40th anniversary of 
Land Rover but I don’t recall much being 
made of this at the time. A YROC member, 
Mike Hobson, trialled his nearly new Ninety 
truck-cab at Trentham and this was the � rst 
time I’d seen one trialling. 

My Series III 88in passed scrutineering 
and I drove in the RTV with a guy from 
YROC as a passenger while Ian Clegg busied 

Dave Beaumont from YROC in the RTV trial Neville Langley from YROC in the RTV trial
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One of the fi rst 88in coiler hybrids

Off Road and 4 Wheel driver magazine is now 
known as 4x4

Series One truck-cab powers past the 7 cane

ABOVE AND BELOW: IIA rolled on a section
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himself taking photos. I hadn’t done many 
trials at this stage and learned an important 
lesson on one section late in the day; 
getting tired I looked at a steep and rutted 
climb among the trees and thought, ‘I’ll 
never get up there on 6.00x16 tyres.’ 

As a result, I only walked the � rst half 
of the section. Of course, when my turn 
to drive the section came, my faithful old 
Series III romped up the climb and I didn’t 
know where to go at the top. I didn’t get 
full lock on in time and hit a cane so, ever 
since, I have always walked the whole 
section even if it seems as though it will be 
impassable in my leafer.  

A load of the NWLRC guys had come 
down to Trentham in an ex-army Bedford 
truck with partying on their mind so, 
starting in the beer tent and ending up at 
their camp alongside the Bedford, we had 
more than a few beers together. One of the 
‘Gogs’ (from the Welsh gogledd - north) 
was Huw who relentlessly took the mickey 
out of my attempts to pronounce Welsh 
words and place names. This, of course, 
only served to cement our friendship as we 
had yet another beer. That same weekend, 
another of the NWLRC crowd, Pete 
Roberts, brought along the � rst 80in coiler 
trialler that I had ever seen. It comprised 
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There’s no longer any trialling 
at Trentham Gardens but the clubs 
mentioned in this article are still 
thriving, fi nd them at; 
North Wales LRC - www.nwlrc.co.uk 
Yorkshire LROC - www.ylroc.com 
Association of Land Rover Clubs - 
www.alrc.co.uk 
These two Wirral boys still spend time in 
the M62/M56 corridor; Ian Clegg and I 
have our editorial meetings in the Burger 
King at Birch Services on the M62! 
I’m still driving a 1973 Series III 88in 
almost daily too. 

MEMORY LANE

a proper 80in body on a cut down Range 
Rover and had the wheels and tyres sticking 
out of arches because of the wider axles - 
so wouldn’t pass scrutineering now - and 
looked really tough. Pete was a famous 
character who used to trial in a bowler - hat 
not motor - and said that, “he’d thought 
about the build for a while but hadn’t been 
able to scrap a Range Rover until then.” 

Range Rovers of any sort were, of course, 
still really expensive then, not like later 
when they went for peanuts and ended up 
as the basis for any number of off-road 
specials, a bit like MoT failure Discovery 
1s do now. The coiler special 80in with the 
driver in a bowler hat was a great sight 

trialling. Sadly, it eluded the view� nder 
of Ian’s Nikon, however more on this 
particular Land Rover in Classic Land Rover 
soon. It now belongs to Pete’s son Ziggs 
who, in the course of the preparation of this 
article, was able to con� rm that his dad still 
has the bowler hat! 

In some ways it can be argued that the 
arrival of that coiler 80in and the production 
Ninety being trialled, mean that the 1988 
National was on the cusp of major changes 
within the club scene. The Nationals 
motored on; a year later we were at Rudding 
Park near Harrogate with Yorkshire ROC 
before we were back at Trentham with 
Lancashire and Cheshire ROC in 1990. 

Out of the country on the Camel Trophy, I 
missed the ‘91 National but went to Cannock 
in 1992 and Eastnor Castle with Midland 
ROC in 1993. More changes came in the early 
1990s when the National’s claim to fame 
as the only national Land Rover event was 
challenged with the advent of the famous 
‘Billing’ shows which offered an altogether 
different type of Land Rover weekend. 

Perhaps it was this that subsequently and 
unintentionally changed the direction of 
the National to where it’s become an almost 
wholly motorsport event these days. 

Thinking back, on one hand I remember 
much of the eighties as a lonely time and 
on the other as a great era. Although it was 
the last time I lived on the Wirral full time, 
a place I’m fond of, my closest mates and 
I were scattered by college days and only 
I had got a job back there; my girlfriend 
was 70 miles away and many of my mates 
further. As a result, most of the good times, 
of which those Land Rover Club events were 
a signi� cant portion, happened at weekends 
from North Wales to West Yorkshire. They 
were great days indeed. a

‘I remember much of the eighties as a lonely 
time and on the other as a great era’

Trials 
Lightweight 
in one of the 

woodland 
sections

Used and abused IIA 88in in the CCV

ABOVE: Minerva was an unusual sight in England 
in 1988

BELOW: V8-powered Lightweights oozed 1980s’ 
cool
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READER’S LAND ROVER

‘I inherited the car with both the dog’s name 
etched on the bonnet and his crest of arms 

painted on the driver’s door’
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WORDS JONATHAN RADCLIFFE PICTURES GARRY STUART

Coming 
Full Circle

W hen I wanted a car that 
was unlikely to be stolen 
by teenage joy riders, 

this 1973 Series III got the vote 
of approval.

It met all of the criteria, 30 years 
old like its prospective owner, slow 
enough to avoid any speeding 
tickets and blue (my daughter’s 
favourite colour!). 
I bought it after spotting a 

postage-size advert in a classic car 
magazine; it promised only two 
owners from new and just 12,000 
miles on the clock. 
As a birthday present it was 

probably well outside the 
range of affordability but 
the vehicle has since earned 
its keep. The � rst owner 
ran a Bentley dealership 
in London and seemingly 
bought the Land Rover for 

his dog ‘Barney’. I inherited 
the car with both the dog’s name etched 
on the bonnet and his crest of arms 
painted on the driver’s door. 

The Series III came with a little red 
book tucked away under the dashboard 
that I still keep safe. In it he described 
every journey that he made in it including 
notes on the prevailing weather conditions, 
the driving route taken and notable 
points of interest along the way! It’s a 
fascinating little time capsule that details 
all manner of driving memoirs including 
his own description of the car’s service 
related history.

Sadly his dog died only six years into 
his ownership and, heartbroken, he vowed 
never to drive the car again, and so, for 
the next 23 years it was turned over and 
serviced annually by the mechanics at his 
Bentley dealership.

Jonathan Radcliffe recounts the fascinating story of 
how Barney, his Series III got its name

Coming
Full Circle

WORDS JONATHAN RADCLIFFE PICTURES
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all manner of driving memoirs including 
his own description of the car’s service 
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Below: axles and mechanical components have been overhauled
Bottom: Interior is now as good as new 

ABove And Below: the Land Rover has been 
restored to its former glory after years of use

ABove: Vintage AA badge incorporated into 
steering wheel centre

Original 2286cc 
petrol engine 

Lucas fog lights are a nice period touch for this Series III
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He eventually sold it to a friend who 
wanted a car to go shooting in. This friend 
treasured the car for six months before 
deciding he should pass it on to someone 
who would ‘use it more’. Hence the advert in 
the magazine and the sale to yours truly.

That was 11 years ago and the Land Rover 
has been well used over the intervening 
period with 46,000 miles now on the clock.

 It ran me to the station daily, forged its 
way through winters as a game shoot bus 
and ferried up to 12 passengers home one 
New Year’s evening! 

We bought a dog and named it after the 
Land Rover (in a somewhat strange circle of 
events) and it became the perfect vehicle for 
the Sunday afternoon transit into the woods 
with the dog and kids in tow.

As the years passed the general vehicular 
abuse continued, I blew the overdrive on the 
M2 driving up to Northants when moving 
house, have never garaged it overnight 
and rarely, if ever, washed it down. But 
it’s always started up, run seamlessly and 

surprisingly never leaked when caught in a 
rainstorm! 

I knew there was a squirrel’s nest under 
the passenger seat but that didn’t bother me! 
I only started to think about taking better 
care of it when the yearly MOT bills were 
mounting. Then three years ago with five 
kids and a new house to renovate the car 
was taken off the road with badly needed 
chassis work impending (probably all those 
nights parked outside).

I had meant to do the work the year after 
but decided to put off the cost of repair until 
the children were old enough to practice 
driving in it and enjoy the Land Rover as 
much as I had. Months passed and another 
milestone approached, my 40th. That’s when 
I discovered Land Rover Relics. Again the 
question of resources was debated. This time, 
with my wife’s blessing, we embarked on the 
decision to return Barney back to his former 
glory, payback for all those hard working 
years and an investment for all of those to 
come... a
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LEFT: Previous 
owner’s coat of 
arms

FAR LEFT: Land Rover was originally named 
after the owner’s dog. The new owners have 
named their dog after the Land Rover!

LEFT: Barney is one of the family
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Land Rover Relics 
Derbyshire - classic 
Land Rover repairs ...
www.landroverrelics.co.uk
Land Rover Relics Derbyshire are classic 
Land Rover specialists - Land Rovers 
for sale, Land Rover renovation, repairs 
and maintenance.
15 Swinscoe Way, Chesterfi eld S40 4UU
07775 673065

‘We bought a dog 
and named it after 

the Land Rover’
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LIFE ON MARS: West 
Midlands Police Series 

III 109in hard-top
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SERIES ONE 80 IN

A t a gathering of classic Land Rovers 
like Leafers at T’ Pit, even an 
increasingly scarce rarity like an 

intact bronze green Series One 80in Land 
Rover doesn’t particularly stand out. That is, 
unless of course it wears a quirky registration 
number and hides a fascinating tale under 
original factory paint. 

Bill Bottomley, the owner of this1953 
80in had always wanted a Land Rover 
that he could tinker with and restore to 
its original glory and quite a few passed 
him by before a slightly tatty looking OCD 
captured his imagination. Bill is a machine 
tool engineer by trade and appreciates, 
more than most, how mechanical things are 

WORDS LOUISE LIMB 
PICTURES LOUISE LIMB 
AND LRSOC

When Bill 
Bottomley 

found his ideal 
Land Rover 
restoration 
project he 

discovered that 
some vehicles 

are best left 
undisturbed

Nothing  
Fancy

designed and work.  
No stranger to off-road vehicles, Bill 

restored a Ha� inger to a standard meticulous 
enough to sell to one of the Oppenheinmer 
family in South Africa for use on his land 
there. He recently revived a Pinzgauer to 
shining perfection but the thing was too 
big for the space Bill has beside his isolated 
farmhouse above Heptonstall and he sold 
it on to Kevin Baldwin, a local Land Rover 
expert from whom he would later buy a 
Fairey Overdrive.

A TVR project also taught him a few 
lessons. Bill worked on one of the Blackpool-
built sports cars until it gleamed. However, 
he regretted throwing away the 1983 push 

LEFT: Black Labrador 
Meg helps Bill with 
maintenance on the 
80in

MAIN IMAGE: Spare 
wheel carried on the 
bonnet allows spare 
fuel jerry can to be 
retained in the rear tub
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button radio. He searched in vain for a 
replacement and swore he would never make 
such a rash error of judgment again. He 
would think very carefully before replacing 
or removing any item from the Land Rover 
he would eventually buy.  

Bill scoured the auction site listings and in 
June 2013 found a roadworthy 80in under 
the shadow of Roseberry Topping in the 
far reaches of North Yorkshire. A publican 
in Guisborough had run it around with 
three children in the back and while it was 
currently languishing on a farm, the previous 
60 years had seen the Land Rover active 

mainly in the south of England. Once Bill 
drove the 80in to its new home in West 
Yorkshire and his wife Jan saw it, she 
loved the history that seemed to seep from 
OCD’s panel gaps and insisted he should 
never paint over the maze of scrapes and 
dents. 

Reconsidering his plan to restore the 
Land Rover, Bill began to try and � nd 
more out about his new acquisition. Built 
on May 28, 1953, the 80in was sent to 
Mitchell Cotts and Co in Aden and two 
features, in particular, pointed to a possible 
military function. There are slender rails 

on either side of the tailgate which Bill 
cannot identify and he has been told the 
two D rings on the front bumper are also 
possible indicators.

It returned to England and was registered in 
Brighton in July 1954 to Albert Goldup who 
moved with it from Brighton to Seaford and 
sold it to Wiltshire Bros in North Kensington 
in 1955. 

That it passed on after a week to a � rm 
called Collins, Collins, Rawlence and Squarey 
in Curzon St, London suggests Wiltshire Bros 
would have been a vehicle dealer. The log 
book notes that the Land Rover was kept in 

‘Bill scoured the 
auction site listings 
and in June 2013 
found a roadworthy 
80in under 
the shadow of 
Roseberry Topping 
in the far reaches of 
North Yorkshire.’ 
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East Sussex in the care of Mark Singleton 
who carried on as its registered keeper once 
it changed hands again in January 1958 to 
become the property of Tressider and Co in 
Mayfair. 

It is quite possible that this served as the 
company’s country vehicle and Mark may 
have managed their weekend shoots.  Life for 
the little 80in became more mundane in 1963 
when it moved to a succession of caravan 
parks and, by 1969, was in the tender care of 
the Lamberhurst Rabbit Clearance Society Ltd 
where it doubtless helped carry those keeping 
the vineyards free of pests. 

According to a windscreen information 
sheet, one time LRSOC member Ken Harmes, 
now in the Philippines, found the Land Rover 
in a Kent barn in 1997 where it had been for 
approximately ten years and ironically, home 
to the vermin it helped clear almost 20 years 
earlier. Ken asserted that the 80in had moved 
to Thanet around 1983 and had been trialled 

with Southern Rover Owners Club.  
He said he had given it a ‘clean up’, 

replacing the tired Siamese side valve-type 
engine with a reconditioned one of the 
same type. On inspection it appears to be 
painted red, suggesting the replacement 
might originally been donated by a Minerva 
- Belgian army service teams coat their 
completed work in red. 

He also rewired the 80in, replaced its front 
axle swivel housing and ball joints, the 
thermostat housing, replaced the headlights 
with ones that worked in the dark, renewed 
the canvas tilt and hood sticks and gave the 
Land Rover a coat of paint. Searching the 
vehicle on the LRSOC web site reveals a very 
smartly turned out OCD 570 photographed 
some years ago and it can only be 
concluded that a subsequent owner tried 
to strip and sand down Ken’s shiny bronze 
green, revealing the original paint beneath. 

Once in Bill’s care, in late 2013 the brakes 

were replaced along with the wheel bearings 
and seals. The engine began pinking and 
was treated to a new head gasket. With no 
spectacular snow to show it off in and a 
cold space where heaters are normally � tted, 
Bill decided to garage it over last winter.  

The 80in is, he admits, “no fun in sleet”.  
Original pre-� lters for the air � lter on an 
80in change hands for a lot of money and 
Bill has � tted a tractor item instead which, 
though acceptable in Series One circles, 
irritates him as it’s not the correct one. 
Likewise, there’s a sparkling new oil pressure 
and water temperature gauge under the 
bonnet, obtained through LRSOC, and the 
Fairey Overdrive, which Bill is comfortable 
with as it’s not from the 21st century, but 
which makes life on today’s roads a little 
easier. 

Bill has kept the original wheels, shod with 
Deestone Extra traction 6.00-16 tyres and 
will be repairing and servicing as necessary, 

Bill has chosen to preserve the Series III 
indicator stalk with historic fabricated cover

Socket wired into the dash is a 21st century 
compomise, enabling phone chargers and satnavs 

Plate behind that aluminium bulkhead marks 
attendance at the LRSOC organsied 50th 
anniversary of the Series I rally

Factory paintwork shows 
through a minimum of 
carefully stripped back layers

Tractor pre-fi lter dreams of replacment with 
affordable original

Offside wing and driver’s door bear slight 
damage from 61 years of use

RIGHT: Field sports grille 
badges are a personal touch 

marking respect to Bill’s father
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‘However, OCD 570 
guards one other 
delightful secret 
beneath its patina.’

• Information on the Land Rover 
Series One Club can be found at 
www.lrsoc.com . There’ll be a local area 
meeting near you and a supportive online 
forum for every Series One related subject 
you can think of. 

• Further  information on the aluminium 
bulkhead can be found on the blog of 
author Michael Bishop, who wrote 
They Found our Engineer http://
theyfoundourengineer.authorsxpress.
com/tag/dick-strawbridge/

with help from friends in LRSOC, using 
original parts where possible and working on 
it with the fastidious  care that the number 
plate’s message might suggest.

However, OCD 570 guards one other 
delightful secret beneath its patina. The 80in 
was � tted with a fabricated aluminium alloy 
bulkhead from new. Long the subject of myth 
and speculation among classic Land Rover 
owners, the aluminium bulkhead mystery was 
largely cleared up when research showed in 
recent years that there had been small batches 
of these had been made between 1952 and 
1953, after the steel pressing concern Fisher 

and Ludlow of Castle Bromwich had gone out 
of business, leaving the Rover Company with 
a problem. Bill’s bulkhead has the serial no 
36163482. 

Leafers at T‘Pit winner of the Best Series 
One,  OCD 570 is older than its owner and Bill 
Bottomley is hoping that it will eventually 
outlive him. None of his other classics took 
rubbish to the tip on a regular basis or felt like 
‘a motorbike with four wheels, with the door 
tops off’. The 80in has become one of the family 
and when asked what he liked most about 
it, Bill replied, “nice engineering...nothing 
fancy...”a

OCD 570 retains 
its original 
smaller wheels and 
Deestone      Extra 
traction tyres

Bucket and Spade 
Run 1999 badge 
identifi es the Land 
Rover’s playground 
for sixty years
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WORDS AND PICTURES DAN CLEMENTS

Gene Maxwell, south of Scotland area 
organiser for the Series 2 Club and 
well known Scottish Land Rover 

Owners Club member, opened up his 
property to club members for a weekend 
camp in late September.  

For this annual event, held in the 
Trossachs, Gene organised access to more 
than 30 miles of private roads usually 
closed to public vehicles.  

My 1965 Series IIA SWB is in the process 
of a re-chassis so at present I am only 
running the Dormobile and, while it is well 
travelled, I am not really a fan of off-
roading it unnecessarily.  

A quick phone call to my father up in 
the Highlands had him agreeing to join me 
for the weekend in our shared 1958 SWB 
diesel.  As he says himself, since he started 
losing his hearing even a standard 2,286cc 
diesel sounds like a sewing machine on long 
journeys.

Arriving safely on Friday evening we 
joined other club members from as far 
a� eld as Bedford for an evening of camp� re 
chat.  On the Saturday morning we were 
also joined by some local members and 
our convoy set off into what was an 
unseasonably warm and sunny day.  

Gene, who often travels these forest roads, 
was our guide and we got to drive some 
routes that very rarely see any form of 
vehicular traf� c.  The location was utterly 
spectacular and we got to enjoy the sort 
of views usually reserved for hardcore 
hikers.  Leaving the Dormobile back in the 
camping � eld, I rode as passenger with my 

dad who was savouring taking the standard 
Series II on its skinny 6.50 tyres through 
some fairly boggy and potholed sections.  I 
got the best of both worlds, a chauffeured 
ride in a 56-year-old Land Rover and the 
opportunity to soak in the scenery and 
snap some pictures.  In total we drove 31 
miles of private tracks on surfaces ranging 
from smooth to heavily rutted and very 
overgrown.

Saturday evening around the camp� re 
was special, the sky was crystal clear and 
the Milky Way twinkled in incredible detail. 
Intermittently, we could hear the distinctive 
roar of rutting red deer in the surrounding 
forests and hills.  My only regret was that I 
had to head south on the Sunday morning 
and missed out on a second day up on 
some remote hill tracks, next year I will 
endeavour to stay longer. 

Tracks through the Trossachs
A wonderful late-summer weekend driving through a 
little-known area

miles of private tracks on surfaces ranging 

the Milky Way twinkled in incredible detail. 
Intermittently, we could hear the distinctive 

forests and hills.  My only regret was that I 

A stunning backdrop to a day out with the 

Land Rovers

Classic Land Rovers at home in the 
Scottish Highlands
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The group takes stock at the end 
of one forest road

Some of the forest tracks 
are rarely travelled
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Working For a Living
Land Rovers are both the stars of the show and the unsung heroes at Goodwood

The Goodwood Revival is no doubt 
a jewel in the crown of Britain’s 
motorsport calendar. A unique mix 

of sporting classics on track and aviation 
icons in the sky are set to a backdrop of 
‘days gone by’ style in and around the 
circuit, thanks to period dress and authentic 
accessories in abundance.

Beyond the multi-million pound paddocks 
however, there is a � eet of workhorses that, 
over the three days ensure that stocks get 
to where they need to be and people don’t 
have to wear out the soles of their vintage 
shoes getting from one side of the circuit to 
the other. Needless to say, at the forefront of 
this is the humble Land Rover.

We spotted at least half a dozen Series 
One and II Land Rovers around the circuit 
perimeter and there were yet more on the 
in� eld. A beautiful Series One prepared 
in AA livery made the perfect photo 
opportunity, along with the patrolman in 
period uniform. A couple of Series Ones 
were standing by to act as towing vehicles 
to get failed track machinery back to the 
paddocks for attention, while any regular 
visitor to Goodwood will by now be familiar 
with the brace of Series IIAs that serve as 
the on-track tow trucks, complete with 
crane in the rear.

Navigate the bridge out of the circuit and 
into the show car park though, and you 
will � nd more classic Land Rovers than you 
could possibly photograph.

First to grab my attention was a Jennings-
bodied Series IIA camper – apparently one 
of three made and the only one still in 
roadworthy condition. Although sporting 

a Discovery engine under the bonnet, the 
interior is wonderfully original.

Of course there are numerous Series IIs 
with freshly-painted panels, but standing 
out among them was a 107in Series One 
which sported an industrial-looking storage 
box that sat neatly atop the wings and 
bonnet. 

A 1964 ex-military 88in also caught 
our eye, having been recently imported 
from a life in Malta where it had been 
rescued from a reed bed and lovingly 
restored. But equally impressive was a 1950 
Tickford-bodied Series One brought along 
by SHB Hire Ltd who had several classic 
Land Rovers in the car park – almost as 
impressive as the twin Avro Lancasters that 
� ew over this unique event.

restored. But equally impressive was a 1950 

Series One keeps 1942 
Douglas C47A Dakota company in the static air display

1952 Series One in AA livery – complete with 
patrolman

Jennings-bodied camper conversion is one of 
just three made

Series One 107in sporting a rather unique bonnet-
top storage box

WORDS AND PICTURES MARTIN PORTEVENTS AND RALLIES
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Working For a Living

In Good 
Company
John Carroll popped into a vintage rally in West 
Yorkshire and liked what he saw

One of the nice things about classic 
Land Rovers is that their versatility 
endears them to many groups of 

enthusiasts; sure they look wonderful 
among all the expensive sports cars at 
Goodwood but they look just as good 
alongside the restored tractors they formerly 
shared farmyards with. 

Proof of this was to be found at the 
annual vintage rally of the Pennine Group 
of the National Vintage Tractor and Engine 
Club (NVTEC) at Ackworth near Pontefract. 
The NVTEC in its current form was founded 
in 1977 although some of its local groups 
reach back to 1970. 

The Pennine Group is one of the NVTEC’s 
constituent areas and has been running its 
annual vintage rally for a number of years.

 The event is one of several annual 
classic events that take place not far from 
Ackworth village on a gently sloping � eld 
named after the water tower sited there. 

These days it attracts tractors and 
stationary engines and a lot more besides, 
including steam engines, vintage lorries, 
military vehicles, classic bikes and of 
course, a good selection of Land Rovers. 
This meant that there was a succession 
of parades in the arena from the vehicles 
parked by category around it.

It was one of those relaxed and friendly 
events that made me think as I walked 
around:  ‘Why haven’t I come to this 
before?’ My visit was all too brief and as 

I drove on to another job on the Sunday, 
I thought, ‘Maybe I’ll go for the whole 
weekend next year.’ After all there’s a bar 
and evening entertainment and plenty of 
space to park a Carawagon!

More information at www.nvtec.co.uk 
and www.penninegroup.net

The now rare, Austin Gipsy was a competitor to 
the Series IIA

Classic vehicles and a 
picnic in the sun

Haulier’s Series III 109in hard-top

The now rare, Austin Gipsy was a competitor to The now rare, Austin Gipsy was a competitor to 

All the comforts of home for the weekend

Sankey trailer converted into a camp kitchen 
with all mod cons

WORDS AND PICTURES JOHN CARROLL EVENTS AND RALLIES
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Overland Classics
Toby Savage takes a stroll around Adventure Overland

Now in its third year, the Adventure 
Overland Show offered something 
for everyone with travel desires in 

whatever mode of transport available.  
From two wheels to six, everything was 

on display with owners keen to share their 
knowledge with anyone interested.  As with 
all shows, a walk around the car park was 
rewarded with examples of myriad answers 
to the old question of where to sleep?  
Classics were well represented with a very 
smart 109in Station Wagon, complete with 
large roof tent and awning ready to head 
off in search of adventure, to world-weary 
examples that had clearly been faithful 

companions to their owners for many years.  
One of the most unusual examples was 

a 4x6 ‘Rescue’ Range Rover and a peep in 
the back revealed that a camper conversion 
was being planned, but had not progressed 
beyond the placing of a camp bed and gas 
stove!  

Within the display area a very smart 109 
Dormobile added glamour to the Alpine 
Rovers stand and � ve Carawagons ensured 
a steady stream of visitors to the Land Rover 
Classic Campers stand, their respective 
owners never losing interest in explaining 
the bene� ts of these venerable homes on 
wheels to anyone prepared to listen!

All you need. A decent LWB 
Land Rover and a roof tent - 
old is good

Six wheels on my wagon, 
but only four with drive.  Loads of room inside

Wearing the ‘been there, done that’ 
badge was this well used 1971 LWB 
complete with dead Pheasant!

An ‘as new’ 109in Camper that 
represented an undisclosed 

investment.  Worth every penny

The beautifully 
restored Dormobile 
of Alpine Rovers ready to head 
off to the Alps with a guided tour

WORDS AND PICTURES TOBY SAVAGEEVENTS AND RALLIES
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ABOVE LEFT: David was 
one of the fi rst to fi t a 
simple roll-over bar

RIGHT: CCK 687C, 
David’s fi rst Land 
Rover at speed

HUE was just 
21 when this 
programme 
came out!
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NOSTALGIA

AS  FAST  AS  NECE SSARY

ABOVE LEFT: David was 
one of the fi rst to fi t a 
simple roll-over bar

Classic Land Rover gets the opportunity to rake through 
David Mitchell’s archives to learn about the development 
of Land Rover trials from gentle gymkhanas into fl at-out 
speed events

AS  FAST  AS  NECE SSARY

This year sees the inaugural year of the 
Defender Challenge, a one-make rally 
series for the Land Rover Defender. 

Managed by Bowler Motorsport with 
of� cial support from Land Rover, it enables 
contestants to develop their rally skills from 
the ground up, taking them through from 
gaining a racing licence to competing � at out 
on the stages of a seven-round race series.

Exciting as it is, it doesn’t come cheap, as 
the competition vehicles are new models 
specially prepared with performance 
upgrades and roll-cages built to the latest 
MSA speci� cations. 

Grass-roots Land Rover motorsport was 
very different and offered brave souls the 
chance to indulge in exciting and indeed 
potentially dangerous wind-in-the-hair 
motoring. One of the longest standing names 
on the scene is David Mitchell of Land Rover 
Experience and Landcraft fame. David has 
made a life-long career of his love of Land 
Rovers and rallying and has been a key 
� gure in competitions since the 1960s.

A proud ‘Scouser’, David was (and indeed, 
still is) a member of the Liverpool Motor 
Club and was involved in circuit and sand 
racing on Ainsdale Beach in the 1960s. His 
introduction to Land Rovers came through 
the scouts as they gave the means to get out 
of the urban con� nes and go exploring. 

In 1966 he joined the 
Northern Land Rover Club 
and bought his � rst vehicle, 
an ex-military 88in from a 
dealer in Lytham. Their stock 
price for a Series II was £225 
and a Series One was £195.

 This was still too much 
for a young David’s pocket 
so a deal was struck at £175 
for CCK 687C, (which David 
still owns) a vehicle that had 
been returned by a customer 
because his family complained 
about it. In contrast, David’s 
parents were happy to lend 
him the money because they 
decided Land Rovers were 

safer than speeding around on a motorbike.
Around this time, the factory-supported Land 

Rover Clubs were disbanded and new regional 
clubs were established so David joined both 
Pennine and Peak and Dukeries (and is still a 
member today).

 He simply loved driving his Land Rover so 
attended a full calendar of events throughout 
the year, winter included. The most in a year 
was an incredible 47 days trialling, practically 
one every weekend. 

He and his friends would leave Liverpool 
in the early hours and drive considerable 
distances to events in places like Nottingham 
and Newark. In those days it was very relaxed, 
just a case of rock up, take the tilt off, let a bit 
of air out of the tyres and go trialling. 

After one trial he discovered an 80in sitting 
in a � eld and bought it there and then. 

The brakes didn’t work, so to transport 
the vehicle home to Liverpool, he and his 
friends towed it using the clutch to slow it 
down. When the clutch burned out, they then 
hitched a rope to the rear and connected it 
up to a following Land Rover to act as an 
anchor. 

This was, perhaps somewhat risky but they 
avoided the police and it proved to be good 
practice for a later � ve-vehicle team trial at a 
Lancashire and Cheshire event. 

All vehicles had to complete the course so 
when David’s rear propshaft broke he had to 
be towed round, two up front, two behind. 
At another event at a farm in Newark it was 
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AS  FAST  AS  NECE SSARY
WORDS EMRYS KIRBY PICTURES DAVID MITCHELL

AS  FAST  AS  NECE SSARY

reported that, at the right time of year, it 
was possible to drive across the river Trent 
at one wide open section. David took up the 
challenge in CCK and having succeeded, 
decided to race over somewhat quicker. The 
vehicle conked out in the middle due to the 
bow wave from another Land Rover and 
water washing away gravel from under the 
wheels; rescue by his friends Arthur Shaw 
and Phil Booth was the only option. It was at 
this point that David and his passenger Robin 
Sharpe confessed to each other that they 
couldn’t swim!

1968 saw David compete in the Proteus 
Trial, arguably the � rst Land Rover speed 
event. This was developed by the Peak and 
Dukeries Land Rover Club and the Royal 

Corps of Transport and took place at Ollerton 
tank training ground in Nottinghamshire. 

It involved three basic types of challenge: 
Timed ‘garage’ tests, standard Land Rover 
trials through gated sections and a tricky, 
purely against the clock, off-road circuit. 

Civilian teams competed against military 
teams, the former mostly in old Series Ones, 
and the latter in shiny new Series IIs. The 
civilian team won (of course!). The event ran 
for four or � ve years but with increasing 
media interest, regulations were developed 
and more paperwork was involved, much of 
which was handled by the army, not the Land 
Rover community. 

David explains that this was really the 
genesis of the Comp Safari type trial; a high-

speed timed blast through the country with a 
driver and navigator and the fastest car wins. 
Back then these were standard vehicles with 
no sort of roll-over protection.

No doubt inspired by the Proteus Trial, the 
inaugural Welsh Hill Rally in May 1971 was 
a pure speed event based on the Basque Rally 
des Cimes in the Pyrenees. 

This saw a collaboration between the 
Land Rover clubs and Gallagers Cigarettes, 
who sponsored the event under their Senior 
Service brand. The event was hosted by the 
Peak and Dukeries Rover Owners Club (P&D 
ROC) and David was by this time on the club 
committee. 

Roger Fell, a fellow committee member 
of P&D ROC, competitions secretary of the 

David has attended 
every National 

Rally since 1967
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Rover Owners Association and a man with 
a background in rallying Rover cars was the 
brains behind the route. 

The event was based at the Metropole Hotel 
in Llandrindod Wells and open to all four-
wheel-drive vehicles, not just Land Rovers, 
and therefore attracted Austin Champs, 
Gipsys and Ha� ingers. 

Timed stages were run over hill and 
mountain terrain linked by no-timed road 
sections. David broke both rear springs on 
his Land Rover and crabbed across the line 
at the end of the � rst day. 

Expecting to be out for the rest of the 
event, he settled down to drown his sorrows 
but was rudely interrupted by someone who 
had a replacement pair of springs for him. 

He � tted these during the night before 
being put up in the bridal suit of at the 
Metropole. The event was won by Roger 
Crathorne in pre-production Range Rover 
YVB 166H. David later bought YVB and 
subsequently sold it to Richard Beddall who 

Roll-cages became 
a necessity as 

events became more 
challenging

‘The most in a year was an 
incredible 47 days trialling’
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was a marshal at the event 
and now runs Land Rover 
Experience in Luton. 

When the Lancashire & 
Cheshire Rover Owners Club 
was formed in 1971, David 
was the � rst competition 
secretary and, along with his 
friends from Liverpool, would 
still travel around the UK 
under the name of Liverpool Land Rover 
Motor Sport Team. 

The team included Robin Sharpe, Phil 
Abernathy, Phil Booth, Trevor Jones, Mo 
and Joe Brikman, all of whom still own and 
run Land Rovers.

David’s professional life soon moved into 
Land Rovers as well. The family background 
was in glass and china sales but he decided 
he’d like an easy job with no evening or 
weekend work and no staff. 

He got a job working at the local Land 
Rover, Jaguar, Triumph and Rolls Royce 

dealer and set up a van delivery operation 
in and around Merseyside, Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

Before long he was running the parts 
departments in six branches round 
North Wales, including parts for Massey 
Ferguson Tractors and had staff to 
look after.

In the mid 1970s he bought a 1971 
Range Rover as his everyday motor, 
promising not to use it as a racing vehicle. 
He collected the vehicle mid-week and 
attended a rally at the weekend. When it 
was found that there was no course car 
available, David stepped in with his new 
purchase. 

Eventually it was 
competition prepared with 
large tyres and a roll-cage 
and the management at the 
Land Rover dealers asked 
him to park the vehicle 
round the back so as to 
avoid giving the wrong 
impression to well-to-

do customers.
Roll-cages were practically unknown in 

the early 1970s but David was actually 
one of the � rst to � t one to his Series 
One. Such safety provisions later became 
commonplace and indeed essential to 
comply with growing regulations. 

In the early 1980s, Heron Tractors helped 
out with some sponsorship for his 80in 
LDD 406 so it was painted yellow and red 
and carried the Heron name and became 
christened Muck Master.

David’s garage and of� ce is an absolute 
treasure-trove of Land Rover motorsport 
memorabilia with numerous photo albums, 
programmes and trial score cards. 

He has attended every single Land Rover 
National Rally since 1967. Not only was he 
a leading light in the development of speed 
events, he is also a guardian of its history.

Today, David is still heavily involved in 
rallying in Wales and northern England, 
from amateur to professional events and 
regularly sets out comp safari course routes 
for the North Wales Land Rover Club. a

was a marshal at the event 

Cheshire Rover Owners Club 
was formed in 1971, David 

secretary and, along with his 
friends from Liverpool, would 

Eventually it was 
competition prepared with 
large tyres and a roll-cage 
and the management at the 
Land Rover dealers asked 
him to park the vehicle 
round the back so as to 
avoid giving the wrong 
impression to well-to-

LEFT: David lands 
on his wheels 
after a multiple 
roll in 1980

RIGHT: LDD 406 
was painted to 
match Massey 
Ferguson tractors

BELOW: Series III 
and Range Rover 
were brand new 
vehicles in 1971
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When Kate Russell bought her fi rst tent there was 
only one choice – the Vango Force Ten

NIGHTS UNDER CANVAS

We were never a family who went 
camping. That’s not to say we 
were posh – far from it. No, our 

holiday home of choice was usually a tatty 
static caravan in Scarborough or a Spartan 
chalet on the cliffs at Withernsea owned 
by my great aunt.

In later years we moved onto the relative 
comfort of farmhouse bed and breakfast 
in the far � ung corners of Scotland and 
Wales but I didn’t spend a night under 
canvas until I was 15 years old.

It was an enterprising gym teacher at my 
comprehensive school who introduced me 
to all things outdoors. I joined the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and it was his 
job to get us through the expedition phase 
of the award.

He had a hard task on his hands. Most of 
us, me included, had never pitched a tent, 
tied a bowline or tramped up a mountain 
carrying a pack; it was a steep learning 
curve and there were tears and tantrums.

But, before too long, my boots no longer 
gave me blisters, my muscles became 
hardened and I could put up a tent with 
the best of them.

I embraced this new, and hitherto 
undiscovered, side of my character 
with gusto; I joined the after-school 
climbing club took up potholing and 
spent my weekends and school holidays 
in the Yorkshire Dales with other like-
minded souls.

This was the 1970s and most tents on 
the market were unsophisticated. Made of 
heavy-duty canvas they were cumbersome 
to carry, tiresome to put up and not 
always waterproof.

The exception was the Vango Force Ten 
which had been developed in the mid-
sixties to meet the needs of the explorers 
of the day. Instead of vertical poles and 
heavy canvas, the Force Ten was made 
from lightweight fabric and used an 
A-Frame assembly which made it far more 
able to withstand gales. The original model 
had a distinctive orange � ysheet and could 
be seen for miles; it popped up on just 
about every campsite you cared to visit. 

The school tents got a bit tatty after 
many years use and the little plastic pole 
connectors had a tendency to get lost but 
I never recall any one of them springing a 
leak or being blown away – no matter how 
bad the weather.

My � rst ‘proper’ boyfriend had one of 
the original orange Force Tens and he 
looked after it far better than he did me. 
Before packing it away it each morning it 
had to be cleaned out to within an inch of 
its life and woe betide anyone who went 
anywhere near it with muddy boots or 
a cigarette.

In the 1980s I joined the Bogtrotters 
caving and climbing club and the members 
pooled their resources to buy ropes, ladders 
and a couple of tents – one of which was 
a green nylon Force Ten. I seem to recall 
the other was red and was called a ‘The 
Tent’ but I’m not entirely convinced I’ve 
remembered correctly.

Anyway, I volunteered to ‘look after’ 
the Force Ten and it became my regular 
companion on many an expedition,  never 
letting me down – the only casualty a bent 
pole connector which was easily replaced. 
It was just about lightweight enough to 

be carried by one, although the load split 
between two was more manageable and far 
easier on the back.

I carried on camping for many years, 
always with the Force Ten, until I made 
the mistake of lending it to a friend in 
the 1990s. Despite my warnings of what 
I would do to her if she damaged it, she 
lit up a cigarette, dropped it and burned a 
hole in the ground sheet and also damaged 
the � y-sheet. Despite being patched it was 
never quite the same again. 

It was my neglect however that brought 
about its eventual demise. Stored in the 
shed one winter it became damp, began 
to smell of mildew and the poles became 
pitted. I reluctantly got rid of it and didn’t 
buy another tent for ten years or so.

And then four years ago when I wanted 
a lightweight tent to strap onto my 
motorcycle, my thoughts once again 
turned to Vango. I discovered they 
produce a fantastic range of one, two, 
and three-man tents that pack up into 
indescribably small bags. I now have three 
of them of different sizes and they are 
just as easy to put up and as bombproof 
as my old faithful. I’m going to make sure 
I take far better care of them this time 
around though.

I didn’t realise until I began researching 
this article that Vango and Force Ten are 
now separate brands – although under the 
same parent company – and Force Ten still 
produce the distinctive orange A-frame I 
remember from my youth. a

 
Visit www.forcetentents.com 
for more information

Vango Force Ten Classic

69_vintage_essentials JM.indd   69 23/10/2014   15:10



70 DECEMBER 2014 www.classiclandrover.com

 OUR LAND ROVERS

CLR contributor Kev Mills recently celebrated his 
30th birthday with a weekend jam-packed with 
classic Land Rovers, old tractors and steam engines 
– not to mention a fair bit of partying along the way

Over the course of a weekend, a road 
run around the villages of Rutland 
was split with an overnight stop at a 

campsite in Wing. Land Rovers were much 
in evidence, zooming around getting photos 
and leapfrogging the much slower vehicles 
from pub to pub – er, we mean from 
waypoint to waypoint.  Don’t worry dear 
readers; soft drinks were of course the order 
of the day…

Finished just a few hours before setting off 
from the south coast was Jon Holmes’ 1952 
80in JAW 804, an aluminium-bulkheaded 
example now running a Perkins turbo diesel 
after many years of � rstly 2,052cc and then 
2,286cc Rover diesel power. 

Two other 1952 80ins were the steeds of 
Luke Beaumont from Halifax with his well-
travelled 200Tdi example (recently resprayed 
and looking extremely smart) and Toby 
Farlow’s 2,286cc petrol with wonderfully 
decrepit paintwork; this little 80in packs a 
real punch thanks to the twin SU carbs.  

Fresh from winning awards at the previous 
weekend’s Leafers At T’ Pit was Matthew 
Lawrence and his Series IIA FFR; another 
ex-military machine was Rob Maude’s 1967 
109in truck cab which made an interesting 
contrast with Pete Stevens’ civilian spec 
1965 hard top.  Alex West’s daily drive 88in 
IIA also made an appearance as well as 
Chris Arrowsmith’s 1955 86in.

IT’S PARTY 
TIME

Two other 1952 80ins were the steeds of 
Luke Beaumont from Halifax with his well-

IT’S PARTY 

WORDS AND 
PICTURES 

KEV MILLS

The 80ins of Toby Farlow, Jon Holmes 
and Luke Beaumont line up – all 

1952 vintage and all different

Chris Arrowsmith’s smart 86in trundled over from Staffordshire

Kev Mills pulls a silly face 
before setting off on the run
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Filling the car park 
at the Boot & Shoe, 
South Luffenham 

Matthew Lawrence’s FFR 
lurks as a 1920 Ruston & 
Hornsby traction engine 

climbs up from North 
Luffenham
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 OUR LAND ROVERS

Emrys Kirby organises a Series One trip over the 
permit-only Gatescarth Pass in the Lake District

AND IT CAME 
TO PASS

WORDS AND PICTURES EMRYS KIRBY

A couple of issues ago, John Carroll took 
a trip down memory lane and recalled 
driving over Lake District Passes in the 
late 1980s with Tim Webster. Before 
publication, John sent a number of Ian 
Clegg’s photos to me to identify the 
locations as I have been a regular on the 
lanes in the Lake District since the early 
2000s. 

I identi� ed one of the unpublished 
photos as the lower sections of Gatescarth 
Pass that links Longsleddale to Haweswater 
which then, was fully open without 
restrictions. Now, the pass has a Traf� c 
Regulation Order (TRO) on it but with 
access available on a permit-only basis on 

certain weekends of the year. 
The route can now only be driven 

from north to south; Hawswater to 
Longsleddale. John and I drove the pass 
in 2011 in a troop of four Series Ones, all 
nimble 80in models. 

In May 2012 I got a permit again but 
sadly broke a rear diff on the Tarmac road 
approaching the lane and discovering it 
was impossible to climb with only front 
wheel drive, I had to turn round.

However, earlier this year, I got the 
chance to go again in my 1950 80in.

The pass is only open on selected 
weekends throughout the spring, summer 
and autumn and demand is high. The dates 

are usually released on the Lake District 
National Park website in December and are 
snapped up very quickly. 

A couple of years ago I forgot to apply 
straight away and all dates had gone by 
early January. For this year I booked four 
places as soon as possible, the maximum 
number per party, knowing I’d easily be 
able to � ll them with Series One buddies. 

Sure enough, Chris Brook, Peter 
Grif� n and Robin Sharpe were up for 
an adventure. However as the date came 
round, Robin had issues with his 80in so 
we were down to three vehicles with him 
hitching a lift in the back of Chris’ 86in.

As group leader I arrived at the gate very 

Heads in the 
clouds at the top
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early to ensure the padlock code worked 
and I got chatting to some friendly VW 
Synchro owners who also had permits. 

Just as the rest of my troops arrived, a 
number of trail bikers appeared, riding 
calmly and skilfully. They told me 
they were members of the Trail Riders 
Fellowship and were there to ensure that 
fellow bikers knew what they were doing, 
followed the route and didn’t use it as an 
excuse to go exploring off-piste. 

Bikers are often tarred with the anti-
social brush, even by 4x4 drivers, so it was 
great to see this group being responsible, 
proving that trail-bikes don’t need to be 
noisy or ridden aggressively.

 The climb from Hawswater is fairly steep 
and rough with a ball bearing-like surface 

that has to be driven with very gentle 
momentum as harsh acceleration leads to 
wheelspin and track damage. 

The lane rises almost ladder-like up a 
series of very sharp hairpin bends and 
because of this, the Park Authority impose 
a 100in wheelbase limit. As we climbed 
the � nal bends to the top at almost 600 
meters, we entered thick cloud, reducing 
our visibility down to about 50 yards. 

As we descended towards Brownhowe 
Bottom, we passed our trail riders again, 
this time manning the exit gate and 
despite the fact it was now bucketing it 
down, they were still smiling.

Our � nal descent towards Sadgill at the 
head of Longsleddale is not covered by 
the TRO.

 As we were ahead of schedule, we 
decided to head back the long way via 
Stile End, a lane John also drove in the 
1980s. 

In the past year, considerable repairs 
have been carried out and the once nigh-
on impossible climb has become relatively 
easy, with just a series of tight S-bends to 
negotiate. In thoroughly damp conditions, 
we peered through fugged up, opaque side 
windows and edged the vehicles past the 
famous big boulder without incident.

We were grateful that the Lake District 
National Park Authority still allows access 
to this historical route - we had a cracking 
day out however we were also very 
grateful of the later warm up at Wilf’s Café 
in Staveley.

‘The route can now only be 
driven from north to south; 

Haweswater to Longsleddale’

Heading up from Hawswater on the 
north side of the pass

‘Bikers are often tarred 
with the anti-social brush, 

even by 4x4 drivers’

Descending towards Sadgill 
on the unrestricted section Negotiating the 

S-bends on Stile End

Peter Griffi n 
with a happy 
face despite 
the damp 
conditions
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Things had been quiet since the 
repaint and trip to Le Mans – quiet in 
terms of maintenance that is, rather 

than mileage as CSF managed to rack up 
another 3,000 miles over the summer. 

Then the peace was shattered as the aging 
exhaust called time and, with rusted nuts 
suggesting only a grinder would see them 
removed, I ordered and � tted a complete 
new system, replacing the manifold gasket 
while I was there.

Something else that needed replacing was 
the aging indicator switch. Inevitably, the 
Bakelite housing began to crack and so I 
� tted a hardy Tex Magna-Lite unit instead. 
While I had the spanners out, I also decided 
to pop on the last of my NOS asbestos-lined 
brake shoes in an attempt to cure squealing 
from the front.

With the school holidays drawing to 
a close, I took advantage of emptying 
campsites, loaded the Land Rover up 
and took our two boys for a stay in the 
New Forest.

The Holmsley site near Bransgore provided 
an excellent base for a few days and the ‘go 

anywhere’ nature of the IIA meant that we 
were able to go slightly ‘off-piste’ and pitch 
in a secluded spot.

There is something ‘proper’ about taking 
an old Land Rover camping, and it’s 
dif� cult not to gloat when you observe 
low-slung modern saloons attempting 
to navigate their way around the damp, 
undulating terrain of a campsite!

After a few days of obligatory tailgate 
tea-making and exploring the surrounding 
heathland – rich with purple at this time 
of year, we rounded the weekend off with 
a visit to the Bournemouth Air Show 
where we had hoped to see both British 
and Canadian-based AVRO Lancasters… 
except the Canadian one was unexpectedly 
grounded due to a mechanical fault. We 
were treated to yet another viewing of the 
glorious Vulcan however, before clambering 
back into the Land Rover and making our 
way back to Berkshire.

The next punctuation to the IIA’s usual 
commuting duties was a trip to the 
Goodwood Revival. It was a chilly early 
start, but the promise of clear skies and 

decent temperatures meant the tilt stayed 
off and there was a glut of Series Land 
Rovers to pore over, both in the paddocks 
and tax-exempt car park.

Then it was time for another mechanical 
malady to raise its head: fuel starvation 
after just a few minutes in traf� c and at 
relatively low temperatures. Then, after I 
parked up for an hour following a long run, 
it � red, died and wouldn’t restart. There 
was no fuel to the carb, but a steady dribble 
coming out from the pump before the inline 
� lter and so in desperation I sucked the 
petrol through the � lter, reattached the fuel 
line and it � red up.

Suspecting a worn fuel pump coupled 
with vapour lock, I didn’t even bother to 
rebuild the old one again – simply � tted a 
new one, but that didn’t improve things. 
Replacing the tank to pump pipe as well 
as ripping out the inline � lter did however 
result in an immediate improvement and 
several nightmare commutes afterwards 
were then completed without fault. Good job 
too, as I was just about to drive it to Dunkirk 
and Ypres, more of which next time…

Looking right at home in the 
depths of the New ForestAT SUMMER’S 

CLOSE
‘There is something 
‘proper’ about taking an 
old Land Rover camping’

The Port boys making full use of the 
Land Rover at Holmsley campsite

 OUR LAND ROVERS

Spending a few days camping with a classic Land 
Rover is the perfect way to unwind
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‘Then it was 
time for another 
mechanical malady 
to raise its head’

There were 12 airfields in the New Forest 
and those who served are remembered at 
this memorial near Bransgore

Ex-military 
inspection light 
bought on a 
whim from eBay

Broken exhaust necessitated 
complete replacement

Tex Magna-Lite 
indicator switch 
replaces broken 

Bakelite unit

NOS asbestos-lined 
shoes fitted
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DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED:

COST: £15

2 HOURS

WORKSHOP SERIES ONE

Since completing the rebuild on my 
Series One 80in I have been dealing 
with a number of snagging issues 

that have arisen over the last 1,500 
miles. The most recent of which was an 
increasing imbalance in the brakes with the 
vehicle pulling to the right. Having spent 
considerable time setting them up, I was 
con� dent the problem lay in oil and grease 
contamination on the front left brake shoes 
from a leaking hub seal. Sure enough, 
removing the drum revealed a gunky mess.

 Hub oil seals are prone to leaking but 
there are a number of common causes. 
Seals do simply wear out with many 
millions of revolutions of the wheel but 
often the bearing distance piece or ‘land’ 
that the lip of the seal runs on wears out 
too, creating a groove. The land can be 
chiselled off the stub axle and replaced 
although on the late Series III ‘rationalised 

axle’ (1980 onwards), the whole stub axle 
must be replaced. A blocked axle breather 
can increase the pressure in the axle case 
and can cause failure of axle and hub oil 
seals. Over-packing the hub bearings with 
grease can also cause leaks.

 On removing my hub, it was fairly 
obvious that the cause was a combination 
of a poorly seated seal and there was very 
slight pitting on the land. On inspection 
I decided that very careful cleaning with 
emery cloth was suf� cient to recover a 
good sealing surface. I also used emery on 
the bearing carrier section of the stub axle 
as it had sustained slight chisel damage 
from removing the land at some point in 
time. 

Had I had any doubts over the parts I 
would have replaced both stub axle and 
land but minimal work saw them clean 
and shiny. The brake shoes were scrap 

having absorbed a considerable amount of 
oil but my new delivery hadn’t arrived so 
as a temporary measure to get the vehicle 
back into its parking place I degreased 
and re� tted them. On future braking, oil 
will rise back to the surface meaning that 
ef� ciency will very soon decrease. Since 
then, I have replaced the brake shoes 
all round.

The procedure is pretty much the same 
for all vehicles with fully-� oating hubs 
though on later Series vehicles there is a 
felt washer in the drive member to further 
reduce leaks. Current seals are usually a 
black nitrile ‘plastic’ but older type seals 
were made of metal and leather. They are 
reputed to be better at sealing on slightly 
damaged distance pieces (lands) and are 
still available. Hub end � oat is best set 
with a dial gauge but the above technique 
is commonly used.

HUB OF ACTIVITY
Oil and grease contaminated brake shoes caused by leaking hub 
seals are potentially dangerous. Emrys Kirby looks at the fi x

WORDS AND PICTURES 
EMRYS KIRBY
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10. To set the end-fl oat of the bearing, refi t the 
wheel and tighten the nut a fl at at a time to just 
remove any back-lash evident at the rim

11. Fit a new lock washer and the outer lock nut. 
Bend the washer over the inner nut and fully tighten 
the outer one. Bend the washer over the outer nut

12. Refi t the drive member, end washer and 
tighten the castellated nut with a new split pin. Fit 
the end cap and adjust the brakes.

1. Secure the vehicle with chocks and axle stands. 
Remove the wheel, back off the brake adjuster and 
remove the oily brake drum

2. Remove the brake shoes. Prise off the end 
cap and undo the castellated nut. Undo the drive 
fl ange bolts and remove it

3. Prise back the lock washer and remove the 
outer lock nut followed by the inner one and 
tabbed washer. Use the proper hub spanner

4. The hub should now pull off, though on mine the 
inner bearing was tight on the stub axle and the 
seal pulled out of the hub.

5. Thoroughly degrease all the components. Check 
the bearings, stub axle and its land for wear and 
replace if unsure.

6. Thoroughly pack the bearings and bearing cavity 
with high melting point grease though over-
packing can cause leaks

7. Fit the new seal by drifting it in carefully until 
it is fl ush with the rear face of the hub but no 
further. Grease the seal lip

8. Pack the front bearing with grease and refi t 
the hub assembly with the keyed washer and hand 
tighten the inner nut

9. Fit new brake shoes and refi t the drum. Change 
those oily gloves to avoid contaminating the 
friction surface!

76-77_WEEKEND.indd   77 23/10/2014   15:12



78 DECEMBER 2014 www.classiclandrover.com

blar blar blar 

SPONSORED BY DOUBLE S EXHAUSTS LTD.     TEL 01884 33454

DIFFICULTY RATING: 
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£500

TIGHTEN YOUR BELT

blar blar blar 

WORDS JOHN CARROLL PICTURES CRAIG EDWARDS AND GARRY STUART

Needs time adding below
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TECH AND 
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Seat belts are something of a tricky issue in classic Land Rovers; there’s the 
originality versus safety issue but if you decide to fi t them in a Land Rover that 
didn’t have them originally, how do you achieve a safe and unobtrusive fi tment?

First of ll, the legal stuff. Front seat 
belts were not legally required to be 
� tted by vehicle manufacturers until 

1967. It wasn’t mandatory to wear them 
until January 31,1983 and if your vehicle 
was made before 1967, it still doesn’t 
require front or rear seat belts to be � tted 
- or therefore worn - but once they are 
� tted, they must be worn. 

The wearing of seat belts by rear seat 
passengers in vehicles with them � tted 
was made mandatory in 1991. Seat belts 
must also be in a condition to pass an 
MoT test where that is required and, for 
safety’s sake, where that is no longer 
required. 

Adrian Cox’s Series One 86in had no seat 
belts � tted when he bought the previously 

restored machine in 2013 but as a father 
with the welfare of his family to think 
about, he saw seat belts as a priority. 
But, like many, didn’t want to spoil the 
appearance of his lovely Land Rover. 

What’s more, he wanted to increase the 
seating capacity of the Land Rover from 
three so opted to � t original-style rear 
seats and seat belts in the rear while the 
front seat belts were being � tted.

 Series One seats were to be procured 
from Exmoor Trim and the � tting work 
entrusted to Green Brothers Land Rover of 
Littleborough near Rochdale. 

The brief was to make the seatbelt 
installation as unobtrusive and as strong 
as possible so that, within the constraints 
of lap belts and inward facing rear 

seats, there was a reasonable degree of 
protection offered to the occupants of 
the Land Rover. It goes almost without 
saying that an old Land Rover, with a 
canvas tilt and lap belts cannot offer 
the sort of protection offered by modern 
passenger safety systems. It is worth 
adding that, while this is how we did the 
job, it is up to you to ensure that it is 
done to a standard you are satis� ed with 
in your vehicle.

Because the Land Rover’s bodywork 
is largely aluminium, one of the most 
important things to ensure, for example, 
is that the � xing bolts for the seat belts 
won’t simply pull through the soft-metal 
if a sudden load being is placed on them 
in the event of a bump. 

‘The brief was to make 
the seatbelt installation 
as unobtrusive as 
possible’
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12. These tabs are bolted to the bulkhead which 
is accurately drilled to facilitate their fi xing and 
maintain a neat appearance

11. Additional fi xing tabs are measured, cut and 
welded. These will stop the assembly bending 
forwards in the event of an accident

10. With the seat brackets temporarily removed 
from the bulkhead, the bar and spacer tubes can 
be tried in place in the Land Rover

9. The tubes - four in total - are then neatly 
welded in place on the top side of the fl at steel bar 
as seen here prior to a trial fi t

8. These spacer tubes are held in position with a 
nut and bolt through the fi xing holes so that they 
can be welded in place

7. To allow the fi xing plates of the seat belts to 
clear the lip for the seat bases in front of the 
bulkhead spacer tubes are cut to length

6. The bar is cleaned up with the angle grinder to 
ensure a neat job is made of the installation prior 
to the fi tting of some spacer tubes

5. The tabs have a big surface area which is 
unlikely to pull through the aluminium because it 
would have to tear more than a nut would

4. The tabs are drilled and have a nut welded in- 
situ. The bolt seen here is to check that the thread 
hasn’t been damaged by welding

3. The bar which will fi t in the channel in front of 
the bulkhead is drilled to allow it and the lap belts 
to be fi xed in place

2. A mild steel bar and a number of steel tabs are 
cut to length and the ends curved with the angle 
grinder to make the fi xing plates

1.  With the front seats removed the rear bulkhead 
area where the belts are to be attached can be 
seen and measurements made

Needs time adding below
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24. The completed rear seat job. Seat lap belts are 
draped over seat back to illustrate the installation 
rather than being  worn like this

23. Rear seat installation almost complete; seat 
frame and centre seat belts are bolted in place. 
End belts and cushion still to fi t

22. The large area over which the load is spread is 
clearly seen in this picture of the underside of the 
mount in the wheel arch

21. Rear seat belts are also fi xed through the 
wheel box using a tab to spread the load as in the 
front. Spacer allows movement of belts

20. Bolt inserted through seat frame back and 
inside of galvanised body capping. This is done at 
each end of the seat frame

19. To fi t the seat backs, the body capping is 
carefully drilled on Series Ones, a Y-shaped 
bracket is used on later Series models 

18. The folding seat frame is fi xed with bolts 
through the wheel box and to the galvanised body 
capping in the correct position

17. The 86in is being upgraded with inward facing 
rear seats; ribs underneath are marked with tape 
so we avoid drilling them

16. We are using Securon seat belts and, as can be 
seen, to avoid damage they clear the lip that holds 
the seat bases in position 

15. Once zinc coated the whole unit is slotted into 
the channel in front of the bullhead and it and the 
seat belts are bolted into place

14. The entire assembly is seen here; four spacer 
tubes allow three lap belts to be fi tted with two 
belts on each of the middle pair

13. The whole assembly and the tabs which will 
spread the load underneath the bodywork are 
cleaned up prior to zinc coating

TECH AND 
TOOLBOX
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Ever since the interest in Jeeps 
mushroomed, historians have argued 
about the exact origins of the vehicle. 
The doubt about the origins refl ects 
the uncertainty of the times in which 
the Jeep was conceived.

Many years ago, someone described 
the Jeep as a ‘mechanical mule’ - it 
is a wholly appropriate analogy. 
The Jeep was designed to help win 
the war and then be cast aside with 
the debris of it. What made the Jeep 
great is that, in the manner of the 
mule, it was tougher than anyone 
expected and, when driven with 
suffi  cient panache and not a little 
desperation, it seemed capable of 
the impossible. This 100-page special 
from the team behind Classic Land 
Rover magazine, pays tribute to an 
American Icon.

FEATURES INCLUDE:

ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT
When the Second World War started in Europe, German 
Panzer tanks raised the curtain on a new form of warfare. 
Thus the American War Department was authorised to 
fi nd a new form of motor transport. 

THE WILLYS MB
Production of the fi rst batch of Willys MB Jeeps started in 
November 1941 and was of the so-called ‘slat grille’ model.

JEEP WRANGLERS
May 13, 1986 was an important date in the history of the 
Jeep; when the next generation of the ‘traditional’ Jeep 
was formally announced by AMC.
 
AND MUCH MORE

Free P&P* when you order online at
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Call UK: 01780 480404 Overseas: +44 1780 480404
Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm

S U B S C R I B E R S  C A L L  F O R  Y O U R  £ 1. 0 0  D I S C O U N T !

JUST £5.99 FREE P&P* 
*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply. 

OR

Order Direct!
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DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED:

COST: £3000

TWO DAYS

ONE TEN OVERHAUL PART 4

decided where they would go it was just a 
case of making some brackets and welding 
them and a securing bolt to the original 
rack.  Once a wing nut had been made from 
a nut and strip of steel to hold the sand 
ladders in place, the job was complete.

At last, the roof tent and various awning 
side panels arrived and using the two post 
lift, the tent was eased into position at the 
rear of the roof rack. 

 Positioning was critical as it had to clear 
the smaller fold-out awning above the back 
door.  Large lengths of the roof rack had to 
be cut out to accommodate the width and 
new bits of 20mm tube welded in to line up 
with the four brackets on the underside of 
the tent that bolt to the rack.

With everything completed and � nished it 
was time to try out all the extra equipment 
and ensure it all worked as it should. Rather 
than just hand the completed expedition-
ready truck over to Adrian, Matt wanted to 
be able to give quali� ed advice on how best 
to use the many accessories and this could 
only be done by trying them all out.

The side and rear awnings were very easy 
to use and � tting the additional side panels 

to these by a series of hooks was both 
simple and effective.  One criticism was that 
the mosquito netting in the windows of the 
side panels were sewn in, which seemed 
unnecessary when the mosquito’s could 
easily gain entry through the gap between 
the awning and the Land Rover.  Another 
criticism is that both the side awning panels 
and the touring awning kit for the back 
were supplied without pegs.  A total of 24 
were needed and we felt that given the cost 
it would be reasonable to expect pegs to 
be included.

Deploying the roof tent was fairly 
simple.  The cover is unzipped and the 
ladder used as a lever to haul the tent into 
position, then the additional tourer awning 
is threaded into conventional awning 
channels under the tent and hung by simple 
hooks to give a large sheltered area at the 
rear of the Land Rover.  

We had it all out and returned to road-
going mode in about an hour and a half, 
but this could be halved with practice and 
will give the Cox family various useful 
con� gurations of accommodation to suit 
time and space constraints.a

blar blar blar 

FROM DREAMS 
TO REALITY

In the fi nal part of four 
features following the 
preparation of this 30-
year old Land Rover 
for a family expedition 
to Morocco, we fi t 
the last few items of 
equipment and try out all 
the accessories before 
handing the vehicle back 
to owner Adrian Cox

All ready to camp with side awning, roof tent and rear awning in place. Roughly an hour’s work

WORDS AND PICTURES TOBY SAVAGE 

Adrian had speci� ed a 1.6-metre 
Hannibal Roof Tent and this was 
the only part of the jigsaw that was 

on ‘back order’, slowly making its way 
from South Africa to the UK.  There was 
always an option to � t a smaller one, but 
a delivery date was suggested by importers 
Nene Overland that just � tted into the 
timetable, so it was decided to wait. 

Meanwhile Matt and mechanic Andy were 
kept busy on the last few jobs and � tted a 
raised air intake snorkel, a water tank and a 
set of sand ladders.

As with most old Land Rovers various 
features have strayed from the original spec 
and the combination of a 200Tdi engine 
and the original NA 2.5 diesel air cleaner 
meant that � tting the snorkel was not as 
straightforward as it could have been.  

A new hole had to be cut in the wing and 
a steel pipe fabricated to join the snorkel 
kit to the air intake within the inner wing.  
This done the snorkel pipe could run up 
the near side windscreen post in the correct 
way.  A raised air intake is a good idea in 
a dusty environment like Morocco, as even 
light sand storms soon clog up an air � lter.  
By taking the cleaner air in from just a few 
feet higher, engine wear is reduced.

The water tank was supplied by C A 
K Water Tanks in Warwickshire (www.
caktanks.co.uk).  They offered a 36-litre 
one that neatly � tted in a corner of the roof 
rack.  Brackets were made from steel strips 
and the tank was � xed in with a pipe that 
will gravity-feed to the rear ‘cooking area’ 
of the Land Rover. While it was easy to � t 
the tank, the precise location of the pipe 
was one of the jobs that would have to wait 
until the roof tent was in place.

Fitting the sand ladders was another task 
where the simplicity of the Brownchurch 
steel roof rack was appreciated.  Having 
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10. The roof tent is pulled open using the access 
ladder for leverage

11. Almost there.  The extra touring awning 
remains attached to the tent while driving

12. The extra touring awning slides into 
channelling under the fl oor of the tent and hooks 
to the bottom of the extension

1. Fitting the snorkel kit required a bit of 
fabrication to work with the 200Tdi engine

2. The 36-litre water tank was easy to fi t and 
gives a gravity-fed supply to the rear cooking 
area of the Land Rover

3. A simple tap is adequate for the fresh water 
supply

4. Modifying the original Brownchurch roof rack 
to accept sand ladders was an easy task

5. The Hannibal roof tent is secured by four simple 
bolts, but extra tubes were welded in place to 
accept the brackets

6. With the roof rack rapidly fi lling up with 
accessories there will be little room for extra 
luggage

7. The side and rear awnings are quick and simple 
to use and will provide valuable shade from the 
harsh Moroccan sun

8. Hooking the side panels in is both simple and 
effective

9. It was felt that the kit should have been 
supplied with adequate pegs and the fi xed 
mosquito nets were unnecessary in this instance as 
the insects could easily fl y in through the side
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WORKSHOP INTERIOR RE-TRIM

£270

4 HOURS
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New foams and fabric will effectively 
make your Land Rover’s seats like 
new - providing your frames are in 

good condition. I acquired four Defender 
front seats and salvaged a working pair 
with runners and mechanisms in good 
order. 

Once the old trim was removed, a rub 
down and spray with satin black metal 
paint freshened up their appearance, 
while cleaning and greasing the runners 
allowed them to glide back and forth freely, 
snapping cleanly into position.  

The seats will eventually be � tted in my 
88in Santana which is currently undergoing 
a complete rebuild. I had considered 
replacing the Series III interior but I was 

won over by the comfort of the Defender 
seats. This truck is destined to be a daily 
driver and regular overlander so comfort 
is key.

I picked one of Exmoor Trim’s more 
contemporary fabrics to retain the all-black 
interior. Although the foams and covers 
are well-tailored, I was glad somebody had 
pre-warned me that the task of � tting them 
would require more dexterity, patience and 
brawn than you might think; this is neither 
a quick nor an easy job.

I decided against the centre seat and 
instead, chose a cubby from Barebox Ltd 
for a more practical storage solution. Now I 
just need to � nish the rebuild in order to � t 
them!

INSIDE OUT
If you thought re-trimming your tired-looking seats would be a simple ten-minute job, 
then think again

WORDS AND PICTURES ROS WOODHAM
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10. Touch down fi rmly from the top two corners 
ensuring the frame reaches the full depth of the 
channels  Ensure the foam does not cover the 
mechanisms  

11.  Snip off any unsightly corners that may show 
through the fabric when it is covered  Glue down 
the top fl ap and set aside 

12. Starting from the front, roll the fabric over 
the corners of the seat base tucking the protruding 
corners of the foam behind the fabric seams 

1. Open the two metal tabs at the rear of the seat 
base and remove and retain the metal rod  Prise 
out the plastic pins and rubber retaining strip

2. Remove the headrest  Pull apart the fastening 
at the base of the back rest and peel back the 
cover three-quarters of the way up

3. Pull out the metal rod and unhook the metal 
clips to release the rest of the cover  Remove all 
old foams and brush off any loose foam

4. Remove the two screws and staples underneath 
the headrest to release the cover  Our kit did 
not include new foams but the old ones were 
re-useable 

5. Besides the kit you will need a rubber mallet 
(we covered a hammer head with rubber from 
a tyre tube), hammer, spike, staple gun, scissors/
pliers 

6.  Spray glue into the seat base, around the back 
channel and front rim  Glue around the edge of the 
underside of the foam and press fi rmly into place

7. Turn the cover inside out and line up the back 
edge with the back of the foam  Check the seams 
fi t evenly into the foam channels 

8. In turn, fold half the cover forwards and then 
backwards, spraying glue to the edges of the 
centre panel and press down fi rmly  Set aside

9. Spray glue onto the forward-facing uprights and 
along the top section of the seat back frame  Glue 
into channels of the foam and on the top fl ap 
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13. Push the sewn-in cord into the metal channel 
on the seat frame making sure the stitching 
completely enters the channel 

14. Starting from one end use a rubber mallet 
(or protected hammer) to fi rmly tap the rubber 
retaining bead in behind the seam, securing it in 
place

15. Locate the two holes in the back of the frame  
Avoiding the seams, pierce the fabric with a spike 
and tap in the plastic pins with a small hammer

16. Pull the cord tight and secure with half hitches  
Snip off the excess and tuck the knot out of the 
way underneath the foam

17. Push the metal rod through the channel in the 
rear fl ap and hook over the metal tabs, tapping 
them down to secure

18. Turn the seat back cover inside out and pull the 
top quarter over the foam  Push the loose front 
fl ap into the space in the foam

19. Loop the zip ties from the back through the 
holes in the fl ap, returning to pull tight against the 
second metal rod

20. Carefully roll the cover downwards, squeezing 
the foam in to avoid ripping the seams. Smooth 
down each side while pulling the cover downwards.

21. Pull the front of the cover beneath the frame 
and around to the back. Tuck the extra fl aps 
underneath the foam edges to fi nish neatly.

22. Smooth the fabric downwards to help marry 
up the two edges and snap together the plastic 
fi nishing strip to secure. 

23. Ensuring the seams are facing the front of the 
headrest, pull on the new cover. Tuck under the 
edges as if wrapping a parcel and staple to the 
wooden strip.

24. Finish by screwing the metal plate over the 
staples and push the headrest back into the hole at 
the top of the back rest
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INVASION
COAST

WORDS CLARE WESTBROOK  
PICTURES GARRY STUART

LEFT TO RIGHT: Charles, Franki, Clare, Ian, Ondrej, 
Frank and Kip at a rather foggy Dungeness
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It’s certainly not 
unsuitable for Land 

Rovers along the sea 
wall at Littlestone!

www.classiclandrover.com DECEMBER 2014 93

Kent: the Garden of England and 
our nearest point to the continent, 
so a vital route for trade since pre-

historic times, but also a tempting target for 
invaders over the ages too.  

Our responses to these opportunities and 
threats have left a unique mark on the 
landscape, from mighty fortresses such as 
Dover Castle to the modern day Channel 
Tunnel; and there’s invasion history 
wherever you turn along the 15 miles of 
coast between Hythe and Dungeness.

Earlier this year Clare Westbrook went on a road trip to explore a small stretch of 
Kent’s historic coastline with members of the local Series 2 Club

Arguably the earliest relics are10 forts built 
by the Romans to guard against the Saxons.  
When the Romans departed, the Saxons 
seized their chance and eventually founded 
the kingdom of Kent in the 5th century. 

Next came the Vikings, who invaded 
Romney Marsh twice: in 841 and again in 
892, when 250 longships rowed inland past 
New Romney as far as Appledore.  They 
were driven out by 896 and it all went a bit 
quiet until 1066, when some of William the 
Conqueror’s men landed at New Romney by 

mistake!  
In the past 500 years, the Spanish Armada 

set out to land in Kent, but didn’t quite 
make it (1588); the Napoleonic Wars were a 
very real threat to this stretch of coastline 
(1803 to 1815) and the Battle of Britain 
(1940) was intended as Hitler’s precursor to 
invasion during the Second World War.

The latter two con� icts left behind some 
remarkable defensive engineering works 
and it was these we set out to explore on a 
foggy day in July.
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Ian and Jeremy Jackson 
at Martello Tower No 24, 
now fully restored 
and owned 
by English 
Heritage
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‘This tower is just 
off Dymchurch High 
Street and still has its 
original 24-pounder 
gun on the roof.’

The weather didn’t dampen our spirits 
as we met in a layby outside Hythe: Kip 
Brad� eld brought her Carawagon, Frank 
Dunhill was driving Bertie the ex-Lucas 
� re appliance, Ondrej Pavelka came in his 
109in, Ian Jackson was making the best 
noise with his V8-powered Series II and I 
had Nellie, my 1967 IIA.  

First stop: The Royal Military Canal, built 
between 1804 and 1809 to defend against 
Napoleonic forces.  Running for 28 miles 
between Seabrook in Kent and Cliff End 
in Sussex, the canal was dug entirely by 
hand; the Royal Military road constructed 
alongside the canal is not of� cially open to 
traf� c now, so we contented ourselves with 
a quick invasion of the car park and views 
of the canal from West Hythe Bridge.

Onwards we drove, to Dymchurch 
Redoubt; another Napoleonic relic, but one 
which looks remarkably modern and is still 
in military use today.  Looming above the 
A259, its brick, granite and sandstone walls 
are 12m high, built off the � oor of a nine-
metre wide dry moat.  At 68m in diameter, 
it was a huge construction undertaking and 
by the time it was � nished the threat of 
invasion had passed.  In the First World War 
it served as troop accommodation and in 
the Second World War the military installed 
two six-inch guns, a battery observation 
post and pill boxes on the parapet to repel 
infantry attacks.  The lack of safe parking 
repelled us, so we mustered in a local 
caravan park, where we had our � rst ‘Series 
moment’ of the day.

Kip Brad� eld had only had her lovely 
1968 Carawagon (Twiggy) since the end 
of May, so she was still getting to know it.  
It has a 2,625cc straight-six engine, with 
overdrive and a Kenlowe fan for cooling, 
which had stopped working, hence Twiggy 
was overheating.  As the lead vehicles 
waited further on, Ian, Ondrej and Charles 
adjusted the thermostat to try to get the 
fan working (they later discovered a blown 
fuse).  Kip was determined to keep going, 
so we gave Twiggy a little extra time 
to cool down while Ian and son Jeremy 
investigated the nearby Martello Tower.  

Captain William Ford � rst proposed 
building defensive towers in Britain in 
1803, but he got the idea from a tower he’d 
seen on Corsica, ironically the birth place 
of Napoleon.  That tower was at Mortella 
Point, which is where the name Martello 
may have originated; this tower is just off 
Dymchurch High Street and still has its 
original 24-pounder gun on the roof.

With Twiggy cooler, we headed for our 
next stop: the Phoenix caisson grounded 
off Littlestone beach.  One of the original 
sections for the Mulberry Harbours used 
off the Normandy beaches, this one never 

Frank, Ian, Kip 
and Ondrej are all 

members of The 
Garden of England 

Series 2 Club

From the road, the moat and walls of Dymchurch 
Redoubt are partially obscured by a huge earth 

bank, built to protect against artillery fi re 
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The military used 
the 120ft water 
tower at Littlestone 
(just visible in 
the distance) as a 
lookout post
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The canal was originally 
designed to be 19m 
wide and 3m deep, 
but time and cost 
constraints resulted in 
it being scaled down
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made it across the Channel.  Designed to 
sink or � oat, the caissons were constructed 
in the Thames, towed to coastal locations in 
readiness for Operation Overlord and sunk 
to avoid detection.  Unfortunately this one 
couldn’t be re-� oated and has remained 
here ever since, clearly visible at low tide; 
however if you visit on a foggy day, as we 
did, you won’t see a lot.  

But the short section of “road unsuitable 
for vehicles” along the sea wall gave us a 
chance to exercise the Land Rovers.  Frank 
and his 1961 IIA ex-� re tender led the way.  
Acquired in 2010, all Frank’s done since 
then is refurbish the brakes and replace the 
exhaust; it’s even the original paintwork, 
although sadly the previous owner 

The wireless shed 
at Dungeness 
where Marconi 
conducted tests in 
the 1890s

Parked up outside the Britannia 
Inn; another chance to check 
Twiggy’s fan

RIGHT: Non-degradable plastic debris 
washed-up at Dungeness; out of almost 

700 samples of sea water recently taken 
worldwide, only three were plastic free
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The lighthouse fi nally emerged from the fog!  It’s the fi fth to be built in Dungeness and 
came into operation on November 20, 1961
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discarded all the � re equipment. 
Behind Bertie came Ian’s V8; with P4 

diffs he says it’s too fast and gets him into 
trouble.  Previously a trialler, he’s worked 
hard to restore this 1960 Series II, trying to 
make it look as standard as possible while 
updating it for modern use.  It still retains 
early features such as the vents, but Ian’s 
additions include a stainless steel exhaust, 
LWB rims with 205 tyres and a galvanised 
chassis, bulkhead and radiator panel.  He’s 
not keen on getting it too muddy, but we 
were soon back on the road, heading for 
Dungeness.  

The fog was getting thicker and a strange 
noise seemed to be coming from my brakes 
as we drove towards Dungeness Point.  Kip 
and Franki heard it and thought it was 
coming from Ondrej’s Land Rover; Frank 
and Ian both thought something was wrong 
with their Land Rovers too… but as we got 
out, we realised it was the foghorn, blaring 
from a lighthouse we genuinely couldn’t see!  

Ondrej was relieved it wasn’t his 1961 Series 
IIA, because it’s his only ‘car’, so a daily 
driver; in fact it’s the only vehicle he’s ever 
owned.  It’s a “bog-standard” 109in, which 
he’s treating to a rolling restoration; so far 
he’s rebuilt the engine and axles; the only 
non-standard element is the new suspension.  

Relieved we had no more mechanical 
issues, it seemed a good time to stop for 
lunch.  We’d not seen everything by a long 
way.  There are amazing Sound Mirrors: 
huge concrete listening devices built to 
detect approaching enemy aircraft; the 
Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, 
requisitioned during the war to run the only 
miniature armoured train in the World; and 
PLUTO – the Pipe Line Under The Ocean – 
which delivered fuel to the Allied invasion 
forces in France.  Even the lunch stop was 
invasion-themed, as The Britannia Inn 
was originally converted from two air raid 
shelters: a � tting place to end our road-trip 
along the Invasion Coast. a

‘The fog was getting thicker and a strange 
noise seemed to be coming from my brakes 
as we drove towards Dungeness Point.’ 
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The internet has revolutionised the way we 
interact with fellow enthusiasts, but it’s no 
substitute for meeting people and driving 
Land Rovers

The pre-internet world was tough for 
the budding Land Rover enthusiast; 
as a 17-year-old driving a Series III 

around the Highlands of Scotland, it never 
even registered that there might be others 
as enthused about Land Rovers as I was.  
Of course there were plenty of clubs in 
existence, perhaps even more than now, 
it’s just my access to them was limited.

Eventually I did discover them and I have 
been heavily involved in the club scene 
over the past four years.  Since sending in 
my membership form in 2010, I have held 
various roles for the Land Rover Series 2 
Club, including a two year stint editing 
the club magazine Built Two Last.  In that 
time I have witnessed the appeal that clubs 
hold for some and the derision it provokes 
in others.  After all we are tribal creatures 
with the capacity to form almost zealot-
like af� liations; this has occasionally 
spilled over into some less than friendly 
comments about club membership.

The explosion of social media has 
revolutionised our opportunities for 
interaction with other Land Rover users, 
� rst through Land Rover forums and then 
later social networking.  Lots of clubs 
created forums as an extension of their 
day-to-day activities - a virtual club 
meeting.  And there were other forums, set 
up for those who did not wish to be a part 
of organised clubs.  The irony being that 
at some stage many independent forums 
have become de facto clubs, despite the 
protestations of their members.

It is a fact that many car clubs have seen 
a downward or static trend in membership 
as they have failed to attract younger 
members who are often priced out of 
particular marques.  There are exceptions, 
the aforementioned Land Rover Series 2 
Club has seen a steady increase in numbers 
over the last few years.  

This could be the result of the relative 
affordability of the Series II Land Rover 
when compared to other models, a true 
classic but at a reduced price.  This might 

change as we 
see the rising 
value of this 
model as it 
becomes more 
popular and 
good examples 
become harder 
to � nding.

All the while we 
have seen the quiet 
rise of the Facebook 
group with numbers 
of members that can 
eclipse even the most 
established Land Rover 
Club.  These groups attract 
a wide demographic of ages 
and a truly international audience, 
reaching people that established clubs 
can only dream of.  

Increasingly Facebook and forum groups 
are gaining representation at Land Rover 
shows worldwide as clubs.  This is the wild 
west frontier of Land Rover clubs, broadly 
unregulated and occasionally personal.  
And whilst they can be great fun, they 
can often be hard work to be a part of, 
information overload is a real risk in the 
instant online world.

And that is why we shouldn’t be so 
quick to write off our established Land 
Rover clubs. After all, if our classic Land 
Rovers can teach us anything, it is that 
it is sometimes a good thing to take a 
more relaxed pace of life.  It is good to 
engage with real people in real places 
and to leaf through a real magazine with 
focused content.  While I can appreciate 
the bene� t of the online world, even 
running a Facebook group myself, it 
cannot replace the real world for your 
average classic Land Rover enthusiast. 
When I think back to the 17-year-old me, 
often driving substantial distances in a 
very tired 2,286cc diesel, it is with an air 
of nostalgia. 

I could occasionally afford a Land Rover 

magazine 
and it whetted 

my appetite for 
the new fangled 90s 

and 110s, the Land Rover 
family being somewhat smaller than today. 
There was no internet so I spent more time 
working on and driving Land Rovers than 
I ever did discussing them. These days I 
more often than not � nd myself engaged 
in online discussions when I should be 
enjoying my Land Rovers, so maybe 
it is even more important to retain my 
traditional club memberships.  

Maybe I am biased, but the countless 
friends I have made through my club 
connections have been worth the 
membership fee alone, before I consider 
the countless other bene� ts club 
membership has afforded me. 

While there is room for forums and 
Facebook groups, we need to be careful 
not to be lost in a virtual world.  After 
all we have classic Land Rovers to enjoy, 
maybe we should all slow down long 
enough to quietly leaf through the club 
magazine rather than pour over countless 
short snippets of digital data. Although it 
may not be fashionable, perhaps we should 
declare 2015 the year of the Land Rover 
club and encourage the sceptics to give it 
a go? a

Need to Get 
Out More

WORDS DAN CLEMENTS ILLUSTRATION LOUISE LIMB
“Social media has 
revolutionised our 
opportunities for 

interaction with other 
Land Rover users”

BEHIND THE WHEEL

98_behind_the_wheel.indd   98 23/10/2014   15:20



Your favourite magazine is now available digitally. 
DOWNLOAD THE APP NOW FOR FREE. 

FREE APP 
with sample issue

IN APP ISSUES £3.99

SUBSCRIBE 
& SAVE 

Monthly £2.99
6 issues £19.99

12 issues £34.99

SEARCH: Classic Land Rover

Read on your iPhone & iPad Android PC & Mac Blackberry Windows 8kindle fi re

26 SEPTEMBER 2014 www.classiclandrover.com

Givin
g histo

rica
l  

things a modern facelift 
 

can be controversia
l.  

Cardiff h
as undergone a 

remarkable tra
nsformation,  

as has th
is ‘c

ity s
lick

er’  

Series II
I which live

s th
ere; 

Clare Westb
rook admits  

to an appreciation of both

Two 21st century 

masterpieces; th
is 

‘origami bridge’ links 

the studios where 

Dr Who is fi
lmed to 

Cardiff B
ay

SERIES III

26-29_cardiff.indd   26 24/07/2014   10:35

www.classiclandrover.com SEPTEMBER 2014 27

“I bought it to go shooting”, was one 
of the first things Paul Ellis said to 
me about his Land Rover; a fairly 

normal statement from many owners I 
meet, but unusual to hear over coffee in 
Cardiff.  There again, Paul is not exactly 
a typical urbanite, as evidenced by the 
real (but decommissioned) cannon in his 
garage.  And his 1972 Series III is no 
typical Land Rover either.

Paul first drove a Series III while serving 
in the RAF in the 1970s, but he didn’t 
actually own one until 2000.  Bought from 
a roadside lay-by seller, that first classic 
was a ‘runner’ but required quite a lot 
of work to keep it on the road.  Despite 
everything, Paul says it was great fun, so 
when he got the chance to buy a project 
from a friend in 2003, he saw the potential 
for building a ‘fun’ vehicle exactly to his 
own specification and standards.

At that stage MTG 259L was simply a 
kit of bits on a SORN; Paul’s friend had 
stripped it down to the chassis plus a 
collection of original parts including the 
engine.  It sat on Paul’s drive in bits for 
some time before being promoted to the 
garage.  Paul admits he never does anything 
by halves: “Once I’d started” he said, “It 
couldn’t be just thrown together, it had 
to be right”; which is why he rebuilt this 
Series III from the ground up entirely by 
himself.  Purists may baulk because it’s far 
from original, but it’s certainly a testament 
to Paul’s skill, dedication and attention to 
detail; and he obviously loves it.

It took Paul six years off-and-on to re-
build MTG, with long periods of inactivity.  
One of his first purchases was a brand 
new galvanised chassis; he then refitted 
the standard axles, but added parabolic 
springs “to avoid the typical Series lean”, 
and made his own copper brake pipes to 
go with the biggest drum brakes he could 
find. The custom after-market wheels 
added a bit of city-slicker style.

The engine is unashamedly non-Series 

in the CitySeries
WORDS CLARE WESTBROOK 

        
        

      P
ICTURES GARRY STUART

PAUL WOULD LIKE TO THANK…
Bearmach, in particular the original 
family firm members and personnel.
Foundry 4x4 Ltd, especially Steve, who 
was excellent. Steve Parker Land Rovers 
Ltd, for being particularly patient and 
helpful with his enquiries

26-29_cardiff.indd   27 24/07/2014   10:35

ALSO 
AVAILABLE FOR 
DOWNLOAD

How it Works.
Simply download the Classic Land Rover app and receive your sample issue completely free. 

Once you have the app, you will be able to download from the fi rst issue (from June 2013 onwards). 

Don’t forget to register for your Pocketmags account. This will protect your purchase in the event of a damaged or lost 
device. It will also allow you to view your purchases on multiple platforms.

Requirements for app: registered iTunes account on Apple iPhone 3G, 3GS, 4S, 5, iPod Touch or iPad 1, 2, 3 or 4. Internet connection required for initial download. 
Published by Key Publishing Ltd. The entire contents of these titles are © copyright 2014. All rights reserved. App prices subject to change. Cover subject to change. 661/14

SEARCH: 
Britain at War

FREE APP
with sample issue

IN APP ISSUES £3.99

Britain’s Top-Selling Aviation Monthly

GREAT WARPAST CRIPES A MIGHTYMUSTANG
PAST
SE.5’s combat history revealed

MUSTANG
Warbird tribute to a famous fighter pilot

WORLD WAR 1
ACES

HURRICANE
• Air-to-air with a new flyer• Combat over Norway• Aden Defence Flight• Five years in action• Finnish tribute

• In profile

special issue
URRICANE

LANCASTER ARRIVES IN THE UK - FULL REPORT

OCTOBER 2014         £4.30    CAN $9.75

HISTORY

The Luftwaffe’s 
‘Schnellbomber’ 
pro� led

Spotlight
Junkers Ju 88

HISTORY

www.fl ypast.com

The Luftwaffe’s 

Junkers Junkers Ju 88
Junkers Ju 88
Junkers 

Bristol Beauforts in action
WORLD WAR 2

• Air-to-air with a new flyer• Combat over Norway• Aden Defence Flight• Five years in action
• Five years in action

BOMBS, MINESAND TORPEDOES

01_October fc_fp.indd   1

15/08/2014   15:50

SEARCH
FLYPAST

FREE APP
with sample issue

IN APP ISSUES £3.99
AVAILABLE FOR 

SEARCH
MILITARY MACHINES

Available on PC, Mac, Blackberry and Windows 8 from

iTunes PC, Mac & 
Windows 8

661 CLR Digi.indd   61 19/08/2014   12:38



Includes:
• A further 2,000 part numbers 

(including gearbox and transmission)

• 7,000 images
• Part number search function
• Find a Distributor link
• Improved selection function

For your free copy, contact:
bearmach@bearmach.com 

PART FINDER 

WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR LAND ROVER

www.bearmach.com

LAND ROVER 

& ACCESSORIES CATALOGUE

Version 5
Parts Finder

Now Available !!

Bearmach Limited, Unit 8 Pantglas Industrial Estate, Bedwas, Caerphilly, CF83 8GE




