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Listen to the 
sound of the 
shofar!
Shalom Friends and Family, and welcome to 
HisStory Revealed, a service of Vessel of 
Truth Ministry

You may think of these newsletters as 
your daily report in the greatest battle 
ever fought, the battle for TRUTH.  
These reports are designed in such a 
manner as to allow the interested 
reader the opportunity to glean from 
the tumultuous events whirling 
around us and therefore begin to cut 
through the ever increasing depths of 
deception unknown to mankind in 
times past.  We can begin to feel the 
ebbs and flows of this battle as 
witnessed by the speed and direction 

of events reported herein, thereby 
assisting ourselves in being watchful 
over our own house so that it not get 
broken into. 

Additional understanding of these 
matters and how they fit into 
Scriptural prophecy will soon be 
available online along with archived 
HisStory Revealed reports.  

Questions and comments from all 
who are seeking the truth of these 
matters is welcomed and encouraged 
and may be directed to 
zdale@vesseloftruth.com.

All praise and thanks for that which is 
found here be to Abba YHVH, for I 
am but a vessel that desires to be 
found worthy by Him of that which 
He has chosen to accomplish through 
me.

Shalom v’Ahava B’Shem YHVH,
Peace & Love in the Name of YHVH,
Dale

A daily report for all who seek to be watchful of events comprising the closing 
moments of this world as we have known it.
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Jan. 3, 2010 Rabbis warn: U.S. 
policies could kill Jews
By Aaron Klein - WorldNetDaily

JERUSALEM -- A coalition of hundreds of 
prominent Israeli rabbis met with the 
American ambassador to Israel to express 
their concern that U.S. efforts to create a 
Palestinian state may result in terrorism 
against Jews. 

According to a press release issued by the 
Rabbinical Congress for Peace, or RCP, 
U.S. Ambassador James Cunningham 
conceded he doesn't know what will be the 
ultimate outcome of future American efforts 
in the Israeli-Palestinian arena. 

The RCP is a coalition of more than 300 
Israeli rabbinic leaders and pulpit rabbis, 
including some of the most prominent rabbis 
in the Jewish state. 

"Unfortunately all of our efforts until now 
have not succeeded," Cunningham was 
quoted telling the rabbis. "We will continue 
to do everything we can to reach a just 
peace, but we don't know what the outcome 
of these efforts will be." 

Cunningham asked the rabbis to recommend 
a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

RCP Chairman Rabbi Joseph Gerlitzky 
replied: "You must switch the entire 
approach to the situation. We all believe in 
the Holy Bible and up until now we tried 
every formula except for that which is 
delineated in the Bible." 

Gerlitzky was referring to Israel retaining 
the biblical Jewish territories, including the 
strategic West Bank and all of Jerusalem. 
The U.S. supports the creation of a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank and 
eastern Jerusalem. 

"Let's try it and who knows, Mr. 
Ambassador, maybe this is your defining 
moment that God Almighty has placed you 
in this capacity in order to precipitate a new 
course which will bring a true peace to the 
entire region," Gerlitzky said. 

(Story continues below)

Cunningham assured the rabbis that 
President Obama's Middle East efforts are 

carried out "with good intentions for the 
benefit and good of Israel and the Jewish 
people." 

During the meeting, the rabbis told 
Cunningham that a future Palestinian state 
may not be in U.S. interests. 

The rabbinic leaders cited reports that after 
Hamas seized the Gaza Strip from the U.S.-
backed Fatah organization, over $1 billion in 
weapons, munitions and U.S.-funded 
infrastructure was taken over by Hamas. 
They also cited a WND report quoting 
Gaza-based terrorist leaders stating they 
seized CIA security files stored at major 
Fatah compounds. 

"The past 17 years have proven without a 
shadow of a doubt that every square inch 
ceded by Israel to the Palestinians was 
transformed into a platform of hatred and 
terrorism," Rabbi Avrohom Shmuel Lewin, 
RCP director, told Cunningham. 

Sholom Gold, a leading rabbi in Jerusalem, 
commented the peace process is just "a play 
of words. There is no peace process." 

Continued Gold: "From the day that we 
started conceding and withdrawing we did 
not have one day of rest and peace. Why 
should our enemies want to make peace with 
us when they see that with terrorism they 
get what they want?" 

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?
pageId=120894 

Jan. 4, 2010 IDF expects 
resistance 'like Amona'
By Yaakov Katz - The Jerusalem 
Post

Fearing violent resistance, the IDF plans to 
deploy large security forces to demolish 
homes that have been built illegally since the 
government-imposed moratorium on Jewish 
construction in the West Bank took effect in 
late November. 

Commanders have already trained for the 
operation, which sources said on Sunday 
would be the next stage of the moratorium's 
enforcement, after the Civil Administration 
of Judea and Samaria completed 

distribution of almost 200 stop-work orders 
last week. 

The sources would not reveal when the 
demolitions would begin. 

According to the sources, the operations will  
include several rings. The inner rings will be 
made up of border policemen who will 
remove settlers who try to prevent the 
demolitions. This ring will also include 
bulldozers that will demolish the structures. 

The second ring will be made up of soldiers, 
who will not directly participate in the 
demolitions but instead provide peripheral 
security. 

The third ring will be in place throughout 
the West Bank, where soldiers will be 
deployed to stop right-wing reinforcements 
from reaching the demolition areas. 

One officer predicted that level of violence 
during demolitions would be similar to the 
resistance security forces encountered 
during the evacuation of the illegal 
structures at Amona, overlooking Ofra, in 
February 2006. During those demolitions, 
unprecedented clashes erupted between 
settlers and security personnel, with the 
latter slammed by a Knesset inquiry for 
using excessive force. More than 300 people 
were injured, most of them protesters. 

There is also a fear that settlers will take 
revenge against nearby Palestinians, as 
allegedly occurred with the arson attack 
against a mosque in the village of Yasuf last 
month. 

"Demolitions are an escalation for the 
settlers," one officer explained. "If and when 
this happens, they will view it as the 
beginning of a withdrawal from all of the 
West Bank and will fight hard to stop it." 

One defense official warned that if the 
settlers violently resisted the demolitions, the 
Defense Ministry would slow down the 
authorization process for the construction of 
communal buildings - such as schools - that 
do not fall under the moratorium order. 

"If they do not obey the order there are 
other measures, such as slowing down the 
authorization process for public buildings," 
explained the official. "They will have to 

http://www.rcp.org.il
http://www.rcp.org.il
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=56174
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=56174
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decide what they want." 

Meanwhile, settlers are continuing to build 
in the West Bank. Over the weekend, a 
group of them set up a new structure on a 
hilltop in northern Samaria that will serve as 
a Torah learning center in memory of Rabbi 
Meir Chai, the father of seven from Shavei 
Shomron, who was killed in a shooting 
attack on December 24.

www.jpost.com

Jan. 4, 2010 Netanyahu denies 
bending on key issues
By Herb Keinon - The Jerusalem 
Post

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said in 
a closed door meeting on Sunday he has no 
intention of restarting negotiations with the 
Palestinians on the basis of the pre-Six Day 
War lines, throwing cold water on 
Palestinian claims to the contrary. 

The prime minister also characterized as 
inaccurate media reports that he has recently 
shown flexibility regarding negotiations over 
Jerusalem and refugees. 

In Sunday's meeting, according to a 
gvernment source, Netanyahu reiterated his 
position that the negotiations with the 
Palestinians should begin without 
preconditions, and that once they began, 
everything could be discussed. 

But, the official said, Netanyahu said that 
the idea that he was somehow accepting 
Palestinian positions on issues such as the 
pre-June 5, 1967, lines, refugees and 
Jerusalem just to enable negotiations was 
"simply not true." 

According to Netanyahu, the Palestinians' 
current position was that Israel should 
accept their positions, and then the 
negotiations could take place. 

"That is not going to happen," he said. 

Netanyahu's words came as Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas 
arrived in Cairo for talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

The two men are expected to discuss the 
current diplomatic stalemate, with Mubarak 

likely to brief Abbas on his discussion last 
week with Netanyahu that led to rare, 
upbeat comments by Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit, who said that 
Netanyahu was "moving forward." 

Aboul Gheit did not provide any details of 
the reasons for his positive assessment, 
leading to speculation that Netanyahu was 
giving in on some of Abbas's preconditions 
for talks. 

A source in Netanyahu's office denied this. 
Regarding the issue of the 1967 lines, the 
source said the prime minister had made 
clear frequently that those lines were 
indefensible, and that he had not changed 
his opinion. 

Diplomatic officials said that by trying to get 
the international community to recognize the 
pre-1967 armistice lines as the basis for 
negotiations, Abbas was trying to ensure 
that any adjustments in the border beyond 
them would compel Israel to give an equal 
amount of land from within Israel as 
compensation. 

Netanyahu's position is that the pre-1967 
lines are not the starting point for talks, but 
that the reference point should be secure and 
defensible borders for Israel. 

If that is the jumping-off point, diplomatic 
officials explained, then it was not a given 
that Israel would have to exchange land at a 
1:1 ratio, as former prime minister Ehud 
Olmert was nearly willing to do in the offer 
he made to Abbas in the fall of 2008. 

The US is trying to straddle the Israeli and 
Palestinian positions. 

Following the imposition of the construction 
moratorium in the settlements in November, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said the 
US believed that "through good-faith 
negotiations the parties can mutually agree 
on an outcome which ends the conflict and 
reconciles the Palestinian goal of an 
independent and viable state based on the 
1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the 
Israeli goal of a Jewish state with secure and 
recognized borders that reflect subsequent 
developments and meet Israeli security 
requirements." 

Israeli officials at the time praised this 
comment, indicating that it could possibly 
serve as the elusive terms of reference for 
talks between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Washington is believed now to be trying to 
get Palestinian approval of this formula as 
well. 

In what some observers are interpreting as 
an indication that this is proving more 
difficult than anticipated, US Mideast envoy 
George Mitchell, who was widely expected 
to visit the region either this week or next, is 
now not expected until the third or fourth 
week of January. He has not been here since 
early November. 

Clinton's statement in November was an 
outgrowth of comments US President 
Barack Obama made to the United Nations 
in September. 

Then, Obama said, "The time has come to 
relaunch negotiations without preconditions 
that address the permanent-status issues, 
security for Israelis and Palestinians, 
borders, refugees and Jerusalem. 

"The goal is clear: Two states living side by 
side in peace and security; a Jewish State of 
Israel with true security for all Israelis and a 
viable, independent Palestinian state with 
contiguous territory that ends the 
occupation that began in 1967 and realizes 
the potential of the Palestinian people." 

Obama referred to ending the "occupation 
that began in 1967," but was careful in not 
delineating the pre-1967 lines as the starting 
point for those negotiations.

www.jpost.com

Jan. 4, 2010 'Recent change of 
atmosphere may mean time is ripe 
for talks'
By JPost.com Staff - The 
Jerusalem Post

Peace talks with the Palestinians must 
resume without preconditions, Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said Monday. 

Speaking at the opening of the Likud faction 
meeting, Netanyahu said, "My impression is 
that in recent weeks, there has been a 
change of atmosphere. I hope that the time is 

I S R A E L
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now ripe to move the peace process 
forward." 

He stated that preconditions had wasted 
precious time which could have been spent 
negotiating a real agreement, rather than a 
framework for talks. "I believe that 
negotiations about the nature of negotiations 
have delayed the process enough and should 
be dropped," he said. 

Netanyahu stressed that since the formation 
of the government in early 2009, he had 
"called for a resumption of negotiations with 
the Palestinians without prior conditions." 

The prime minister went on to say, "I wish 
for the resumption of talks without 
preconditions… in which both sides can 
express their views… and I will insist on 
maintaining our national interests." 

The prime minister also addressed earlier 
reports of a US peace initiative that could 
result in a Palestinian state in two years' 
time. "I see in the media certain viewpoints, 
plans and border lines that have been 
attributed to me. There is no truth in this. I 
want to clarify that my views have not 
changed," he said. 

Also responding to the US plan, Foreign 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman asserted 
Monday that a final status arrangement with 
the Palestinians could not be reached in the 
near future. 

Speaking during a meeting with Quartet 
Middle East envoy Tony Blair, Lieberman 
said, "It will not be possible to reach an 
arrangement on final borders within nine 
months, nor a complete final status 
arrangement within two years… This is an 
unrealistic date." 

He suggested that the two sides "begin direct 
talks without committing to any target date." 

Vice Premier Moshe Ya'alon also responded 
to reports concerning the Washington peace 
plan, saying that they were "not even close to 
being accurate." 

The leaders' comments followed an Egyptian 
confirmation that the US peace plan 
includes Israeli guarantees for the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state within two years. 

A spokesperson for the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry told the country's Al Ahram 
newspaper on Monday that according to the 
plan, both sides were to exchange formal 
letters dealing with mutual guarantees. 

The principles behind the White House 
initiative reportedly include an immediate 
resumption of talks between the Palestinians 
and the Israelis with the defined goal of 
reaching a final status arrangement within 
two years. 

The first issue to be addressed would be that 
of permanent borders, according to the 
report. It also said that the target date 
established by US President Barack Obama 
to reach a compromise on the border issue 
was nine months, before the end of the 
settlement construction moratorium in 
Judea and Samaria. 

According to the plan, immediately 
following the demarcation of defined 
borders, negotiations would shift to more 
complex issues ranging from the future of 
Jerusalem to the status of Palestinian 
refugees. 

Obama reportedly expects a formal 
exchange of guarantees between the Israelis 
and Palestinians. In conjunction, it is 
believed by the White House that members 
of the Arab League will come out in support 
of this phase of the proceedings in order to 
help the Palestinian Authority leader raise 
his stature among the Palestinian public. 

In an interview with Army Radio on 
Monday morning, former foreign minister 
Shlomo Ben-Ami stressed that "Hamas must 
be included in the process" even if it means 
losing momentum for jump-starting peace 
talks with the Palestinians. Ben-Ami went 
on to say that "the moderate elements will 
not accept a decision that the extremists will 
define as treason." 

Gil Hoffman contributed to this report 

http://www.jpost.com /servlet/Satellite?
cid=1262339387741&pagename=JPArticle
%2FShowFull

Jan. 4, 2010 Jew Haters Protest 
Against Israeli Tennis Player
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Bloody low lives. They ought to be kept in 
leper colonies just in case this mental plague 
is contagious.

More fake fakestinian propaganda. I haven't 
seen Minto or bacteria like him stand up 
against the horrible epidemic of Islamic 
honor killings in Gaza or the child abuse. He 
must masturbate while looking at pictures of 
thousands of corpses from the Shoah.

Minto ought to move to Sweden.

Protest against Israeli tennis player

Protesters are planning to renew action 
against Israeli tennis player Shahar Peer's 
participation on Tuesday in Auckland's ASB 
Classic.

The group, Global Peace and Justice, led by 
veteran protester John Minto, has sent Peer, 
22, a letter asking her to withdraw "as a 
demonstration of your commitment to 
peace".

Mr Minto's group is opposed to Israel's 
treatment of Palestinians and supports a 
boycott of the country, including sporting 
contacts.

UPDATE: Photo:  A lone demonstrator 
shows his stance against John Minto's 
protest at the ASB Classic. Photographer / 
Greg Bowker

 

About 20 protesters are standing outside the 
ASB Classic tennis tournament demanding 
Israeli tennis player Shahar Peer quit the 
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competition over the offensive in Gaza.

The 22-year-old had been expected to face a 
picket line of shoe-waving demonstrators 
from the group Global Peace and Justice, 
led by activist John Minto.

Protesters this morning arrived carrying 
placards with messages such as "bullying is 
not OK" however plans for a shoe waving or 
throwing protest have been abandoned.

Police initially tried to move them from 
outside the tennis centre but Mr Minto said 
they had the right to take the protest action.

"We think it is extra heavy-handed of ASB 
Tennis Centre to ask police to act on their 
behalf and shift them from a public place

UPDATE: Cindy proives us with this  link 
to the tennis tournament: Also, you can 
follow scores on www.usta.com

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/jew-haters-.html

Jan. 4, 2010 Sderot Children Send 
New Year Messages to Gaza
By Anav Silverman - FrontPage 
Magazine

Sderot, Israel:  Hours before the new year, 
as hundreds of pro-Palestinian and Arab 
demonstrators gathered at the Erez Crossing 
chanting “Katyushas on Ma’alot, Qassams 
on Sderot,” Israeli demonstrators at another 
Gaza viewpoint a few meters away gathered 

together to communicate a very different 
message.

“A New Decade for Hope and Peace,” was 
the theme behind the Sderot Rally for Hope, 
initiated by Sderot Media Center, a social 
media organization dedicated to bringing the 
voices of Sderot residents to the attention of 
the international community. Over 300 
supporters, including Israeli youth and 
international students from France, 
Australia, South Africa, United States and 
Canada, were led by the Sderot mayor, 
David Buskila, and the Israeli Minister of 
Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs, 
Yuli Edelstein.

The marchers, carrying Israeli and 
international flags, along with signs that 
read “Children for Hope, Not for War,” 
trekked up a muddy hill to release white 
balloons with peace messages that children 
from a local Sderot Elementary School had 
written to Gaza children a day before.

Edelstein noted that the there has been a 
year of relative quiet following Operation 
Cast Lead, “with only 286 rockets fired at 
Israel.”

Sderot mayor, David Buskila, stated on the 
hilltop that “we want the leaders of Hamas 
to know, who  are unfortunately are still 
continuing to prepare for war, that Sderot 
residents come today in peace. And we will 
never leave this part of Israel.”

Earlier in the day, Hamas leader, Ismail Al-
Haniyeh spoke to Gaza supporters gathered 
on both sides of the Erez Crossing via Israeli 
Arab MK Tal A-Sana’s mobile phone. 
Haniyeh stated that Palestinians would 
never stop fighting for a state and that 
Hamas had become even stronger thanks to 
international support. On the Gaza side, 100 
participants in the Gaza Freedom March, 
mobilized by Jewish activist, Medea 
Benjamin, gathered together to show 
solidarity exclusively with Gazans.

Other anti-Israel rhetoric that came out of 
the Gaza solidarity demonstrations were 
directed from Israeli-Arab MK Jamal 
Zahalka, who stated in front of international 
press that Israeli Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak “enjoys classical music and killing 
children in Gaza.”

Back in Sderot, marchers convened together 
in the only rocket-proof theater in the 
western Negev, to hear 22-year old Sderot 
resident, Moshe Amar perform John 
Lennon’s song, Imagine. Amar also shared 
his family’s harrowing experience following 
a direct Qassam explosion on their home 
two years on December 13, 2007, which 
destroyed their home. Both US President 
Barack Obama and US Senator John 
McCain visited the site of the Amars’ home 
during their US presidential campaign in 
2008.

“Try to imagine that everything you love, the 
things that are supposed to be the most 
secure in your life– your home and your 
family—are directly terrorized,” said Amar 
to the audience. “For almost a year, we were 
left homeless. To this day, that Qassam 
attack still traumatizes my family—we will 
never be the same.”

The Sderot Rally for Hope also featured a 
former member of the Zambian Parliament, 
the Hon. Dr. Saviour Chishimba, who is also 
the 2011 Presidential candidate for Zambia’s 
United Progressive People’s Party.

Mr. Chishimba told the Sderot rally 
supporters that ” There is no single nation in 
the world that would allow a single rocket to 
be fired onto her soils and just watch 
without retaliation. Israel has a right to 
defend her territorial integrity and the right 
to exist. Hamas is a terrorist group, which 
should not be given power to govern 
anywhere in the world.”

“It is time that Africa stand up with Israel,” 
Mr. Chishimba concluded.

Anav Silverman works as the International 
Correspondent for Sderot Media 
Center, www.SderotMedia.org.il [1] a social media 
organization based in Sderot, Israel that reports on 
the human reality in the Sderot region.

http://frontpagemag.com/2010/01/04/sderot-
children-send-new-year-messages-to-gaza-
by-anav-silverman/
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Jan. 3, 2010 Guess how 'the One' 
will be honored next
By Drew Zahn - WorldNetDaily

Hawaii's state legislators are lining up a 
string of new holidays, parks and memorials 
to honor Barack Obama, the first American 
president to claim the state as his home – 
though commemorating his birthplace may 
prove difficult.

Senate President Coleen Hanabusa wants 
Aug. 4 to be a state holiday commemorating 
Obama's birthday, reports the Honolulu 
Advertiser; and State Rep. Della Au Belatti 
is pressing for Obama's inauguration day, 
Jan. 20, to be memorialized in Hawaii as 
Barack Obama II Ohana Day.

And though Hanabusa and Belatti are 
Obama's fellow Democrats, even 
Republican state Rep. Gene Ward is hoping 
to add to the honors list.

"We're all Americans first and then we're 
Republicans and then we're Democrats," 
Ward told the Advertiser.

Ward is proposing Hawaii establish a 
President Barack Obama Birthplace State 
Park.

Only, the president has yet to reveal exactly 
where his birthplace is.

Get the must-wear clothing item for 2010! 
"Where's the birth certificate" T-shirt!

As WND has reported, Obama's half-sister, 
Maya Soetoro, claimed Obama was born in 
Queens Medical Center in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, a testimony reported as fact by 
several news sources and the myth-busting 
site Snopes.com.

Kapi'olani Medical Center for Women and 
Children in Honolulu, Hawaii

But after WND drew attention to a letter 

from the president declaring as his 
birthplace the Kapi'olani Medical Center for 
Women and Children in Honolulu instead, 
news sources and websites jumped to scrub 
the Queens location and replace it with 
Kapi'olani.

The Advertiser also reports Obama was 
born "at what at the time was known as the 
Kapiolani Maternity & Gynecological 
Hospital."

The White House, however, has thus far 
refused to verify which hospital the 
president claims as his birthplace or whether 
the letter – purportedly from President 
Obama claiming Kapi'olani – is, in fact, real.

Join the petition campaign to demand President 
Obama resolve the question by revealing his long-
form, hospital-generated birth certificate! 

In October last year, WND sought answers 
to the hospital question by retaining a top 
private investigator with extensive FBI 
training and tasked with visiting both the 
Queens Medical Center and the Kapi'olani 
Medical Center to investigate claims that 
Obama birth certificates existed at either 
hospital.

The private investigator, however, reported 
that sheriff's deputies were stationed at both 
hospitals to fend off press inquiries about 
Obama's birth certificate.

Ward is not daunted by the confusion, 
instead suggesting that 4,124 square feet of 
currently overgrown scrub land at 6091 
Kalaniana'ole Highway be used for the 
proposed birthplace park, since it sits near to 
6085 Kalaniana'ole Highway, the address 
listed in a 1961 Advertiser birth 
announcement as home to Obama's parents.

As WND has reported, however, there also 
exist discrepancies over the Kalaniana'ole 
home, as Obama's parents weren't the 
primary occupants of that address – unless, 
as the Advertiser has speculated, they lived 
in a cottage behind the house at 6085 
Kalaniana'ole Highway.

Commemorating Obama's childhood home 
might also prove challenging, as the 
president spent his Hawaiian boyhood years 
in half a dozen Honolulu residences with 
one or more of his relatives.

One resolution before the state legislature 
proposes placing the apartment building 
where Obama's grandparents lived on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Obama's grandmother, Madelyn Dunham, 
still lived in the building until her death two 
days before Obama's election as president.

The resolution acknowledges that even 
though it's unusual to place a condominium 
or apartment building on the National 
Register, "the Punahou Circle apartment 
where President Obama and his 
grandmother lived represents a proud and 
historic part of history in Hawaii."

The Advertiser reports other proposed 
honors include renaming Obama's first 
school – Noelani Elementary School – 
President Barack Hussein Obama II 
Elementary School and changing McKinley 
High School to President Barack Hussein 
Obama II High School.

Honolulu's Mayor Mufi Hannemann has 
joined the fray, urging the city council to 
rename 'Āina Moana Beach Park – 
commonly known as Magic Island – to 
President Barack Obama Beach Park at 
Magic Island.

Ward told the Advertiser the efforts 
represent the state Legislature's desire to 
remind the state's citizens "of the greatness 
of who we are in Hawaii and what we can 
achieve – and [Obama] is a good example of 
that."

As WND has reported, Obama's birthplace 
is only one of many pieces of information 
still unknown about the sitting president's 
past. Other documentation not yet available 
includes his kindergarten records, Punahou 
school records, Occidental College records, 
Columbia University records, Columbia 
thesis, Harvard Law School records, 
Harvard Law Review articles, scholarly 
articles from the University of Chicago, 
passport, medical records, files from his 
years as an Illinois state senator, his Illinois 
State Bar Association records, any baptism 
records, his adoption records and even a 
long-form birth certificate that could quell 
questions about Obama's place of birth.

Because of the dearth of information, WND 
founder Joseph Farah has launched a 
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campaign to raise contributions to post 
billboards asking a simple question: 
"Where's the birth certificate?"

"Where's The Birth Certificate?" billboard at 
the Mandalay Bay resort on the Las Vegas 
Strip

The campaign followed a petition that has 
collected a figure now approaching 500,000 
signatures demanding proof of his eligibility, 
the availability of yard signs raising the 
question and the production of permanent, 
detachable magnetic bumper stickers asking 
the question.

The "certification of live birth" posted online 
and widely touted as "Obama's birth 
certificate" does not in any way prove he was 
born in Hawaii, since the same "short-form" 
document is easily obtainable for children 
not born in Hawaii. The true "long-form" 
birth certificate – which includes 
information such as the name of the birth 
hospital and attending physician – is the 
only document that can prove Obama was 
born in Hawaii, but to date he has not 
permitted its release for public or press 
scrutiny.

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?
pageId=120893

Jan. 4, 2010 Tunnels beneath Vegas 
a refuge for homeless people
By Oskar Garcia - AP

AP – Phil, a homeless man who only gave 
his first name, is reflected in the mirror as he 
looks for his toothbrush …

LAS VEGAS – Underneath its glitzy 
casinos, far from the bright marquees, there 
is another Las Vegas, a pitch-black, dank 
underworld virtually unknown and unseen 
by those who live, work and play above.

About 300 people — mostly men battling 
demons of various addictions — live in the 
underground storm system built to protect 
the desert playground from the infrequent 
cloudburst.

There's no sign or word of welcome down 
here. Drug use is nearly universal. Most 
people carry makeshift weapons and the 
police don't often come unless they're called.

But the denizens have found a haven in the 
labyrinth of concrete tunnels that snake 
beneath the city and its suburbs.

In a place where total darkness can be just 
one bend away, visitors to this urban 
netherworld stumble across the 
unexplainable. A beat-up teddy bear lies 
next to a dirty chef's knife propped up 
against a wall. Graffiti turns into murals 
near sparse pockets of light.

A scruffy black cat's meow is startling as it 
scrambles in a pile of junk to escape a 
flashlight's beam. The echoes of footsteps 
change as boots hit standing water, or 
accidentally kick empty beer bottles as they 
tiptoe past midday sleepers. Fetid smells of 
garbage, dirty water and wet cloth waft 
through the corridors.

Each subterranean encampment can be as 
spartan as a few worn blankets, or as 
elaborate as an apartment fitted with queen-
size beds, dining utensils and knickknacks.

One camp just west of the Las Vegas Strip is 
wallpapered with hardcore pornography, a 
collage of magazine pages modified with 
hand-drawn comic book-like dialogue 
bubbles giving voice to naked women.

"You'd be surprised the things that wash 
down in this channel ... it's hard to even 
describe," said Rick "Iron" Cobble, a 45-
year-old Oklahoma native, who sleeps in a 
5-foot-high tunnel near the south end of the 

glittering Strip, not far from the "Welcome 
to Fabulous Las Vegas" sign.

Cobble, battling severe drug addiction while 
living near a mound of washed up garbage, 
said his only belongings are a small mound 
of blankets and his clothes.

"Right now I'm just trying to survive," 
Cobble said. "That's the only way you can 
put it."

Rich Penksa, a retired correctional sergeant 
who began traversing the tunnels earlier this 
year for a nonprofit's homeless outreach, 
said he first heard about the tunnels years 
ago from prison inmates who told tales of 
living under Sin City when not behind bars.

"I don't think I've ever felt odder than when 
I'm down in that tunnel environment," said 
Penksa, who once encountered thousands of 
spiders feasting on the baby mosquitoes 
multiplying in standing water. Penksa 
frequents the tunnels for HELP of Southern 
Nevada, which is working to place tunnel 
residents into more conventional homes.

What started as a piecemeal set of individual 
drains is now part of a 500-mile maze of 
pipes, washes, basins and open channels, 
said Betty Hollister, spokeswoman for 
the Clark County Regional Flood Control 
District that built the system. Local 
jurisdictions maintain it using sales tax 
money at a cost of $7.9 million last fiscal 
year.

About 200 miles of the system — mostly 
built since 1986 — are underground drains 
ranging from 2-foot pipes to 12-foot-high, 
20-foot-wide reinforced concrete boxes that 
shape channels, Hollister said.

The people who call these tunnels home — 
mostly men ages 35 to 50, are a distinct 
breed, Penksa said.

"Even the folks that are homeless above 
ground are very leery of the inhabitants of 
the tunnels. They're kind of feared," he said.

Annie Wilson, homeless liaison for the Las 
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, said 
officers usually only go into the tunnels 
when they are called or if they are doing 
homeless outreach.
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Penksa said he has encountered a few 
children and women living alone below, but 
no families.

Most inhabitants don't like intruders and 
avoid conversation.

Eric D., a 40-year-old New Yorker who has 
spent the past five years sleeping between 
four tunnels near various casinos, said he's 
largely left alone in these desolate hallways 
— leaving him free to use drugs.

"Down here, we're out of sight, out of mind," 
he said. "Which is cool with me because 
that's the way I prefer it."

Eric, who asked that his last name not be 
used, said people end up in the tunnels for a 
lot of different reasons — he's addicted to 
methamphetamines and marijuana.

"This is the worst situation anybody could 
ever be in, and I did it to myself," he said.

Eric said the pitch black passageways are 
livable if you're not claustrophobic, don't 
mind cockroaches or black widow spiders 
and can tolerate "nasty" smells that get 
worse when things get wet.

Even small amounts of rain make the tunnels 
dangerous.

"When the water comes, if you're not ready 
for it, it'll take you," Cobble said. "It's not 
like a little trickle."

The drains and 82 basins work together like 
bathtubs, with rainwater filling basins then 
draining through large output pipes, 
Hollister said. The system, driven by gravity, 
propels water east to Lake Mead. The 
change in elevation from Red Rock 
Canyon — 2,800 feet, or twice the height of 
the Stratosphere Tower — means water can 
travel as fast as 30 mph through the tunnels 
with levels rising as much as one foot per 
minute, Hollister said.

Eric is known as the weatherman among his 
tunnel neighbors because he spends hours 
watching television in the casinos' sports 
books and keeping up with weather 
forecasts.

"I've seen these things fill all the way to the 
roof," he said. "If somebody doesn't watch 

the weather, and you get caught, you can 
lose your life in here."

Fortunately, Las Vegas went 347 days 
without any rainfall in 2009, and had only 
five days where at least 0.10 of an inch of 
precipitation fell. Still, since 1960, there 
have been 31 flood deaths in the city, 
according to the flood district, including five 
deaths since 1992 believed to be homeless 
people.

Matthew O'Brien, a writer who began 
exploring the tunnels in 2002 and wrote a 
book about them published in 2007, said 
people live in the tunnels for a wide range of 
reasons, including to get out of the desert 
summer heat that easily passes 100 degrees.

O'Brien said the vast majority are addicted 
to either drugs, alcohol, gambling or some 
combination of the vices.

"In these tunnels, no one bothers you, no one 
harasses you — there's a permanence," he 
said. "When you leave and come back, you 
know your home's going to be there in the 
tunnel."

O'Brien said the tunnel residents largely live 
off the excesses of the casino corridor by 
panhandling or cashing out unplayed slot 
machines — a practice known as the credit 
hustle.

Eric says the hustle, while once lucrative, 
has become less reliable as Sin City battles a 
harsh economic downturn keyed by 
deteriorating tourism.

"The money, up until I'd say three years ago, 
was just too good to not do it. I literally 
averaged $150 a day cash money in my 
pocket," Eric said. "And when you have a 
speed habit like I did and you have a 
marijuana habit like I do, it was the greatest 
thing in the world."

Penksa said the majority of tunnel dwellers 
don't want assistance.

Still, HELP has placed 18 tunnel residents 
into permanent housing since March.

Eric said he's hoping to get out of his 
concrete home soon, and would likely be out 
already if not for his marijuana habit.

"I have to make right with my family and I 
don't want them thinking I'm going to spend 
my whole life living like this, like a bum," 
Eric said. "Fifteen years of doing the same 
monotonous, dumb stuff, it's time I gotta do 
something right for myself. I can't do it no 
more, I'm so tired of being who I am."

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100104/
ap_on_re_us/us_tunnel_living_vegas

Jan. 4, 2010 Global Threats
By John R. Bolton - The 
Washington Times

Although President Obama spent much of 
his first year in office trying to revolutionize 
the U.S. health care system, the external 
world often inconveniently intruded. As the 
attempted Christmas mass murder of 
passengers flying from Amsterdam to 
Detroit demonstrates, our adversaries have 
not been idle. Nor will they be idle in 2010.

A critical question, therefore, is whether the 
president has learned anything during his 
first year, or whether he will continue 
pursuing national security policies that leave 
us at greater risk. The outlook is not 
promising. Too often, Mr. Obama seems 
either uninterested in the global threats we 
face, unpersuaded that they constitute 
dangers to the country, or content simply to 
blame his predecessors.

When he does see international threats, his 
instinct is to negotiate with them rather than 
defeat them. Facing totalitarian menaces in 
1939, British politician Harold Nicolson said 
of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and 
his closest aide that they "stepped into 
diplomacy with the bright faithfulness of two 
curates entering a pub for the first time; they 
did not observe the differences between a 
social gathering and a rough-house; nor did 
they realize that the tough guys assembled 
did not speak or understand their language."

Nicolson could be writing today about Mr. 
Obama. Consider some of the issues lying 
ahead:

(1) The global war on terror: Despite the 
administration's verbal about-face on the 
effectiveness of our antiterrorism efforts 
within days of the unsuccessful Christmas 
attack, its fundamental approach remains 
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flawed. Mr. Obama himself has led the 
charge in shifting from a "Global War on 
Terror" toward a law-enforcement paradigm, 
continuing, for example, to press for closing 
the Guantanamo Bay detention facility. 
Even today, the administration is treating 
would-be bomber Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab as a criminal rather than an 
enemy combatant, thus losing the chance to 
gain enormously valuable information on al 
Qaeda activities and plans.

Al Qaeda-style terrorism has never been 
susceptible to law-enforcement methods. It 
is not simply a crime like bank robbery, 
which is why military and intelligence 
agencies have undertaken much of our 
antiterrorist activity since Sept. 11, 2001. 
And it is why sidelining them now can have 
potentially catastrophic consequences for the 
United States and our allies.

Mr. Obama should articulate some grand 
strategy for countering terrorism. 
Withdrawing from Iraq, mixed signals in 
Afghanistan (surge troops in 2010, but begin 
withdrawing in 2011), and public defenders 
for airplane bombers is a prescription for 
failure. Indeed, the Christmas near miss 
demonstrates that more, not less, attention 
must be devoted to al Qaeda in Yemen and 
elsewhere, such as Somalia.

(2) Nuclear proliferation: Iran and North 
Korea, the two gravest nuclear proliferation 
threats, have so far spurned Mr. Obama's 
"open hand." This is truly remarkable, since 
both rogue states have skillfully used prior 
negotiations to their advantage, buying time 
to advance their nuclear and ballistic missile 
efforts, and extracting tangible economic 
and political benefits from America and 
others. Accordingly, their current 
unwillingness to talk shows they think they 
can extract an even higher price from Mr. 
Obama before even sitting down, a truly 
discouraging sign.

In fact, neither Iran nor North Korea will be 
negotiated out of the nuclear weapons 
programs (or their chemical or biological 
weapons, which are not even on the horizon 
for discussion). Moreover, we cannot be 
content merely trying to "contain" nuclear 
rogue states, since so doing simply leaves the 
initiative entirely with them, given their 

asymmetric advantage of threatening or 
actually using their weapons. These 
countries, each for its own peculiar reasons, 
are not subject to the Cold War deterrence 
principals. Still worse, the risks of further 
proliferation are both palpable and 
threatening if Pyongyang and Tehran keep 
their nuclear capabilities. There is simply no 
sign Mr. Obama understands these ever-
growing risks.

Instead, Mr. Obama is negotiating drastic 
nuclear weapons reductions with Russia, 
even as he eviscerates our missile defense 
capabilities, apparently believing unilateral 
strategic arms cutbacks will entrance 
Moscow and persuade rogue proliferators to 
dismantle their programs. This is naive and 
dangerous.

(3) Global governance. Although the 
Copenhagen Conference on climate change 
failed to achieve anything like its sponsors' 
objectives, their under lying push for greater 
international control over the economies of 
the world's nations, and their tax and 
regulatory systems, continues unabated. In 
fact, as the president's speeches - especially 
those given at the United Nations in 
September - demonstrate, he entirely buys 
into the notion of "global governance," with 
the United States in time subordinating 
elements of its sovereignty to international 
authority.

This worrisome predilection has only been 
whetted by the failure at Copenhagen, and 
we can anticipate far more activity in 2010 
and beyond, not only on climate change but 
in a host of areas traditionally considered 
"domestic" policy (such as abortion, firearms 
control and the death penalty).

Frustrated by their failures in the United 
States, the American left has increasingly 
resorted to international treaties and 
conferences to advance its agenda. Mr. 
Obama's administration is filled with people 
who share that worldview, including the 
president himself.

In short, if you were concerned in 2009 
about America's increasing international 
vulnerability and its decreasing global 
influence, you will find little to celebrate in 
the coming year. Our adversaries sense 
weakness across the board in Washington, 

and they will not hesitate to take advantage 
of it.

Importantly, whatever national security 
decisions Mr. Obama makes in 2010 will 
undeniably be his, as the passage of time 
diminishes his ability to blame President 
Bush and the situation he inherited. Happy 
New Year, Mr. President.

John R. Bolton, a former U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, is a senior fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute and author of "Surrender Is 
Not an Option: Defending America at the United 
Nations and Abroad" (Simon & Schuster, 2007).

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/
2010/jan/04/global-threats//print/

Jan. 4, 2010 Hope and Sex Change: 
Obama Names Transgender 
Appointee to Commerce 
Department
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Does Obama know anyone who isn't wacky, 
radical, militant, judeophobic, socialist, 
marxist, pedophilic? ...... Does he chill with 
anyone who is normal? Isn't there one 
Marilyn Munster in the family? What a 
freak show this presidency is...

President Obama recently named Amanda 
Simpson to be a Senior Technical Advisor 
to the Commerce Department. ABC News

In a statement, Simpson, a member of the 
National Center for Transgender 
Equality's board of directors, said that "as 
one of the first transgender presidential 
appointees to the federal government, I hope 
that I will soon be one of hundreds, and that 
this appointment opens future opportunities 
for many others."

A 2004 YWCA "Woman on the 
Move," Simpson recently served as Deputy 
Director in Advanced Technology 
Development at Raytheon Missile Systems 
in Tucson, Arizona...

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/obama-names-
transgender-appointee-to-commerce-
department.html
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Jan. 3, 2010 Socialism's Greatest 
Lie: Government Can Give You 
Everything for Free
By Sultan Knish - 
www.sultanknishblogspot.com

Socialism's greatest lie is that it promises the 
people something for nothing, services and 
programs of all kind that will either be "free" 
or more affordable than the free market 
variety. But just like the ads promising you a 
free iPod or a chance to make millions from 
home while you yawn, socialism is not 
something for nothing, instead more often 
it's nothing for something.

The idea that the government will take care 
of you is appealing, entire nanny states have 
been built on that proposition. But the 
government can't take care of you, it can't 
even pay its own bills without you. It can't 
run a television station, a toll bridge or even 
an off track betting service, or any venture 
that in private hands would be profitable, 
without using taxpayer funds to prop it up.

A legitimate enterprise never needs to fool 
its customers into thinking that they will 
receive something for nothing. It is only the 
scammers that need to do that. What a 
promise of something for nothing really 
indicates is a venture that is run by people 
who are incapable of hard work, who get by 
on tricking others out of their hard earned 
money. And that in short is what socialism 
looks like, with its monolithic bureaucracies 
where incompetence is the order of the day, 
its offices upon offices that never need to 
produce their results or show their books, 

and its embedded corruption that insures the 
money never goes where you think it does.

The promise of free health care though is far 
more devilish than a free iPod, because it 
doesn't simply promise people a gadget, but 
promises that the government will keep 
them alive. And because government free 
offers not only tend to cost a lot, but have a 
way of being universal and with no opt-out 
clause available, they're a scam in which 
participation is not optional to individual 
foolishness, but mandatory to everyone.

Free or cheap health care of course is 
appealing, but there is no such thing as 
"free" or "cheap" because everything the 
government does is paid for twice over. 
Everything you get from the government 
you pay for, either directly through taxes 
and fees, or indirectly through rising costs 
and black market prices. Taxes of course are 
the most obvious way in which you wind up 
paying more for the same services that the 
government provides you with.

Taxes are a fool's credit card, in which he 
spends and spends without thinking about 
the cost, until suddenly the bill comes due, 
and he simultaneously agonizes over the cost 
without connecting it to all the spending. 
Those who supported Obama and his 
proposals, without realizing their cost while 
complaining about their taxes are paying 
with a fool's credit card at the ballot box, 
incapable of even understanding what the 
bill means when it comes due.

But politicians are generally smart enough to 
assure voters that they won't be paying for 
the program directly. No, they assure us, the 
rich will pay for it. Big business will pay for 
it. Or we'll just borrow more money instead 
of raising taxes. If the regular fool's credit 
card is Visa, this indirect form of payment is 
Washington D.C., Idiot's American Express 
card. Because paying indirectly just adds a 
few layers of expenses between the taxpayer 
and the bill.

Raising taxes on big business and "the rich" 
is popular, but big business and the upper 
income tax bracket will ultimately pass 
down the cost to consumers in the form of 
high prices on goods and services, in the 
form of job cuts and outsourcing. Socialism's 
trickle down poverty approach insures that 

taxing the rich will still tax the poor and the 
lower middle class, it will just do so 
indirectly.

Less available products and jobs don't come 
with a tax bill. The tax is an invisible one in 
which depressing business, trickles down to 
the lower and middle classes who end up 
with fewer and more expensive product and 
service choices and fewer job opportunities. 
To balance this out, governments will begin 
offering tax breaks to businesses, and since 
something has to give, taxpayers end up 
footing the bill for business tax breaks 
impelled by business tax hikes. 
Governments find this convenient as the 
route between the government and program 
and higher individual taxes has become too 
indirect for most people to realize why their 
taxes are going up, and because this allows 
politicians to claim credit for saving jobs and 
benefiting from the donations sent their way 
by business lobbyists.

It would have been cheaper and simpler for 
individual taxpayers to see a direct tax hike, 
instead of the complicated way in which the 
government moves around money, while the 
politicians still benefit from covering every 
angle for a problem that they created.

And then of course there's the loan package. 
If you don't want to raise taxes on anyone, 
you have to borrow money, which is the 
Lunatic's MasterCard, because while taxes 
remain the same, the amount of debt being 
carried rises, and that debt has to be paid 
off. So instead of actually paying for a 
government service through higher taxes, 
the public takes on a huge load of debt, 
whose rising interest rates are far more 
expensive than direct taxation would be. But 
politicians don't care since they can keep 
passing the fiscal football until they're out of 
office. At which point the next set of 
politicians look at the debt figures and their 
own polls, and keep on doing the same 
thing, until the entire public has been 
reduced to a sharecropper society, working 
to pay off a debt to foreign lenders. A debt 
that they can never pay off because 
politicians keep borrowing more money to 
cover the cost of a constantly expanding 
government and a population that keeps 
consuming more government services.
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But directly or in-directly, in any of these 
ways, the free or cheap government program 
quickly turns out to be mind-blowingly 
expensive. And there is a simple reason for 
that, because while government is officially 
non-profit, which seemingly suggests that by 
cutting out the profit motive, the 
government would be able to offer the same 
services at lower cost-- the joker in the deck 
is that government programs are 
administered much less efficiently than their 
free market equivalents.

While free market companies have to be 
efficient because profit motive requires 
cutting expenses, government programs 
don't have to be efficient, they just have to 
"be". A corporation has to increase the value 
provided to its customers and shareholders 
to remain competitive. The best way to do 
that is by cutting expenses. By contrast 
government programs don't have to increase 
the value provided to customers, as they are 
non-competitive, and while the public may 
be government's unofficial shareholders, the 
politicians insulated them from the actual 
bureaucrats who run the programs. And the 
bureaucrats are the "expenses", which allows 
them to save themselves from ever being cut.

And where free market businesses may cut 
staff first and customers second, health care 
unions along the lines of SEIU or the 
California Nurses Union insure that staff 
can never be cut without triggering a 
shutdown of all health services. By 
centralizing health services, health care 
unions gain a great deal of power that makes 
them effectively unstoppable. Jobs are 
padded and expanded. Unions win 
concessions at the expense of the people the 
government programs are provided for. That 
means teacher's unions gain, while 

schoolchildren lose out. Nursing unions 
gain, while patients lose out. In the balance 
between a union and a customer, the union 
always wins because it wields more clout 
and brings more money to the table. And 
that means there is no way to control staff 
expenses without a prolonged political 
battle.

Furthermore government programs are not 
actually non-profit, they just appear that 
way. A common argument made by 
socialized health care advocates is that the 
public should not be spending money on 
health care that will be used to fund some 
CEO's yacht. But the thing is that under 
government health care, the money is still 
being used to fund someone's yacht. It might 
be the yacht of top health care advisers who 
pull down six figure salaries, it might be the 
yacht of allied non-profit executives who 
frequently pull down six and seven figure 
salaries, it might the yacht of a health care 
union bigwig, or finally it might be the yacht 
of the CEO of a medical contractor who 
wins the chance to provide the government 
with surgical tubing, at twice the cost, 
thanks to some help from his buddy, Senator 
X or Congressman Y, whose campaign fund 
he just happened to donate to. But either 
way there way there's always a yacht. And 
you're always paying for it. The difference is 
that with the government there are a lot 
more yachts and you have no way to opt out 
of paying for them.

The profit motive in government programs 
frequently takes the form of corruption, with 
no bid contracts and sweetheart deals, jobs 
for the sons and daughters of the donors to 
Senator X and Congressman Y. Sure the 
program itself is non-profit, until you look at 
how much it cost to build that hospital vs 
how much it should have cost. It's non-profit 
until you look at that nice house that 
Company Z helped Senator X pick up in 
exchange for his off the record chat with the 
Chairman of the Department of Y that 
insured that Company Z got the contract, 
and the taxpayers got screwed.

This is not non-profit, it's a kleptocracy. And 
a kleptocracy is for profit, the profit is just 
under the table. The more government 
expands, the more the kleptocracy grows. 
Naturally the kleptocracy just loves the idea 

of expanding government programs. Why 
shouldn't it? Free market companies make 
money by selling products to consumers. 
The kleptocracy make money by exchanging  
government contracts for donations, favors 
and payoffs. Externally a kleptocracy may 
look like it's booming, but in reality it's 
rotten to the core, and nothing is done well 
anymore. Doing anything requires knowing 
a friend of a friend in the government. 
Because the only way to do business under a 
kleptocracy is to be part of it. Or be its 
victim.

The result of all this is that government 
services are actually fantastically more 
expensive than their free market 
counterparts, the way you pay for them 
however is often indirect, which makes them 
seem cheap or free. But like a credit card 
whose payments don't come due right away, 
it feels good to spend the money if you don't 
realize the connection between the bill and 
the money being spent.

Government health care means that you're 
actually paying twice for the same program. 
Once for the cost of the basic resources that 
make up the program, and once for all the 
government inflation of the actual cost of the 
program. The government cannot actually 
cut the basic costs of of the resources of the 
program, which may be the staff, the 
supplies, the facilities and the administration 
of the program. Government administration 
is more expensive than its free market 
counterparts. Government contractors that 
provide the supplies and facilities are 
invariably much more expensive, because of 
corruption. Government staffing tends to be 
a more expensive and lower quality 
operation dominated by unions and 
bureaucracy.  

Since the government cannot reduce the 
actual base costs of the resources, and in fact 
inflates them, the result is a more expensive 
government program. What it can do 
however is hide those costs directly in your 
taxes, in indirectly someone else's taxes or in 
the national debt, which will trickle down to 
you anyway but at a higher cost. Essentially 
this makes socialism into a three monte card 
game, in which whatever card you pick, you 
lose. The only question is how much you 
lose.
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Jan. 4, 2010 Is a Taliban-style 
group taking over Somalia?
The Media Line News Agency - 
The Jerusalem Post

A hard-line Islamist militia known as Al-
Shabab is capturing key areas throughout 
Somalia, but analysts differ over whether the 
group can actually take over the country. 

Al-Shabab has become the focus of much 
Western media coverage recently for its use 
of Taliban-style justice, including stoning 
suspected adulterers and severing the limbs 
of thieves. 

The Al-Shabab administration in Kismayo, 
around 500 kilometers south of the capital 
Mogadishu, began by clamping down on 
clothing, making men shave their 
moustaches, grow beards and wear pants no 
shorter than ankle length. 

But Richard Cornwell, an independent 
expert on Africa and a former research 
fellow at the Institute for Security Studies in 
South Africa, said the probability that Al-
Shabab will takeover the Somali government 
is "highly unlikely." 

"Al-Shabab itself is fracturing along 
ideological lines," he told The Media Line. 
"The domestic Somalis and the 'Jihadi 
tourists' are breaking away from each other. 
There are those who still want to put 
Somalia first and others have a more global 
view of Jihad." 

"The transitional government would collapse 
tomorrow if it weren't for the international 
community's backing," Cornwell said. "The 
international community is backing one of 
the least likely winners in the entire struggle. 
That gives them a holding position, but it's 
not the beginning of anything more 
substantial." 

"Whether it's the Taliban-style militias, the 
importation of foreign jihadis or piracy - no 
one is ever looking at Somalia as Somalia," 
he told The Media Line. "Somali society 
itself is so pestiferous and so prone to 
faction-forming and to shifts in opinion that 
a Taliban-style government in Somalia 
would be like trying to herd cats." 

Cornwell argued that such reports "tend to 
the dramatic" and cautioned that Westerners 
are inclined to see things through a non-
Somali lens. 

"We tend to reify these things as if they are 
organizations rather than a vague franchise," 
Cornwell said. "We tend to have a very 
Western idea of what a state is, instead of 
understanding that the concept 'state' covers 
a very wide menagerie. To talk about some 
African states as failed is like saying that a 
dog is a failed horse." 

But Bashir Goth, a Somali blogger and 
former editor of Awdal News, disagrees 
about the danger that Al-Shabab poses. 

"What is happening in Somalia can easily 
spill over into neighboring countries," he 
told The Media Line. "This is where 
Western and international organizations 
have a heavy presence, due to the porous 
borders and due to Al-Shabab's global vision 
for their cause." 

Goth believes Al-Shabab could pose an even 
graver danger to the West than the Taliban. 

"Many of the Al-Shabab have Western 
passports and they can easily travel back 
and forth to Somalia," he said. "The Taliban 
didn't have western passports and didn't 
speak foreign languages and they also didn't 
have a global mission for their cause. 
However Al-Shabab recruits from Western 
capitals and gets funds from extremist 
groups in Western capitals." 

Al-Shabab has reportedly been recruiting 
jihadi fighters from outside the country, 
including around 20 Somali-American youth 
whose families immigrated to the United 
States. 

Somalia's State Minister for Defense, Indha 
Adde, accused Yemeni rebels of providing 
arms to Al-Shabab, fueling accusations that 
Al-Shabab is an Al-Qa'eda proxy in the 
region. 

Al-Shabab has also said it would send 
fighters to Yemen to help fight government 
forces. 

Al-Shabab is short for Harakat Al-Shabab 
Al-Mujahideen (the Warrior Youth 
Movement) and controls large parts of 

southern Somalia and Mogadishu. The 
group is an offshoot of the Islamic Courts 
Union, which was in control of the country 
for the second half of 2006 but was ousted 
by Somali and Ethiopian allied forces at the 
beginning of 2007. 

Following that defeat, the insurgents began 
regrouping and launching daily attacks on 
the army, civilians, aid workers and 
peacekeepers, and seizing strategic areas. 

Analysts are concerned that Somalia has 
become an Al-Qaida haven and the site of a 
proxy war between Ethiopia, which is 
Somali-allied, and Eritrea, which has been 
accused of providing arms and support to 
Islamists. 

Al-Shabab fighters seized Dusa-Mareb in 
Somalia's central region from the pro-
government Ahl A-Sunna on Saturday. The 
rival group fought back, leaving at least 30 
people killed. Both groups claimed victory 
over the town, most of whose population 
fled the violence. 

http://www.jpost.com /servlet/Satellite?
cid=1262339391774&pagename=JPArticle
%2FShowFull

Jan. 4, 2010 The Deadliest of 
Obama’s Screw Ups
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Dan F writes, "Take a random walk through 
these posts from respected 
bloggers here, here and here. I'll tell you 
what I see. I see a country quickly being 
made over in the image of a man who has no 
affection for it".

Could this actually be the greatest and 
potentially the deadliest of Obama’s screw 
ups so far? Red State

I missed the implications of this up front and 
I bet you all did too, but I am hearing from 
members of the American intelligence 
community and some on the outside closely 
connected to those on the inside who are 
raising a huge red flag right now.

It appears Barack Obama inexperience and 
amateurishness has just started bonfires on 
the bridges connecting him to the American 
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intelligence community and delivered a 
huge, HUGE psychological win to Al 
Qaeda.

People tell me the President’s rush to 
acknowledge the attack on the CIA in 
Afghanistan and mourn the deaths openly, 
publicly, and via press release is a huge no 
no. The CIA and greater intelligence 
community would prefer not to have the 
attention put on them. Additionally, because 
the President took the time to draft a blanket 
statement focused on the CIA in general 
instead of individually and more privately 
focusing on the families of the victims, it 
acknowledges the CIA’s work in 
Afghanistan, acknowledges that the attack 
has an impact on the CIA, and gives the 
terrorists a new recruiting tool — “you 
toocan cause America to publicly mourn the 
loss of their spies.”

To you and me this may not seem like a big 
deal. But I’m told this is hugely significant 
and shows just how out of touch the Obama 
administration is with the intelligence 
community. I’m told that no other President 
has issued such blanket statements of public 
mourning directed toward an attack on the 
CIA and thereby having the White House 
itself confirming an attack on our 
intelligence community.

The intelligence community is licking its 
wounds right now and Obama’s rush to 
confirm for the world that the community 
suffered such wounds has the intelligence 
community simmering tonight and Al Qaeda 
preparing a PR blitz with what they view as 
good news.

UPDATED: Take the information above 
and couple it with this. The White House is 
subtly blaming the intelligence community 
for the failure to deduce the Delta/
Northwest attack.

Why?

Presidential aides are concerned that 
Obama will somehow be unfairly accused 
of dropping the ball on the fight against 
terrorist in Yemen

Because the President is worried about 
being blamed, the White House is trying to 
blame the CIA while at the same time 

undermining the CIA through a rush to 
publicize the Afghan attack.

Either this White House is willfully trying to 
sabotage the intelligence community or they 
are rank amateurs. I pray to God in Heaven 
it is the latter.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/the-deadliest-of-
obamas-screw-ups-.html

Jan. 4, 2010 Spy chiefs turn on 
President Obama after seven CIA 
agents are slaughtered in 
Afghanistan
Bay David Gardner - MailOnline

Barack Obama was accused of double 
standards yesterday in his treatment of the 
CIA.

The President paid tribute to secret agents 
after seven of them were killed by a suicide 
bomber in Afghanistan.

In a statement, he said the CIA had been 
‘tested as never before’ and that agents had 
‘served on the front lines in directly 
confronting the dangers of the 21st century’.

He lauded the victims as ‘part of a long line 
of patriots who have made great sacrifices 
for their fellow citizens and for our way of 
life’. 

Yet the previous day he had blasted 
‘systemic failures’ in the CIA and other U.S. 
intelligence agencies for failing to prevent 
the Christmas Day syringe bomb attack.

Backlash: Agency officials are angry at the 
president's about face

‘One day the President is pointing the finger 
and blaming the intelligence services, saying 

there is a systemic failure,’ said one agency 
official. ‘Now we are heroes. The fact is that 
we are doing everything humanly possible to 
stay on top of the security situation. The 
deaths of our operatives shows just how 
involved we are on the ground.’

But CIA bosses claim they were unfairly 
blamed at a time the covert government 
agency has been stretched further than ever 
before in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

They point to the murder of seven operatives 
at a remote mountain base in Afghanistan’s 
Khost Province as an example of how agents 
are putting their lives on the line at the 
vanguard of America’s far-flung wars. 

The agents – including the chief of the base, 
a mother-of-three - were collecting 
information about militants when the suicide 
bomber struck on Wednesday.

The attack was the deadliest single day for 
the agency since eight CIA officers were 
killed in the 1983 bombing of the US 
Embassy in Beirut.

The base targetted by Wednesday’s suicide 
bomber was a control centre for a covert 
programme overseeing strikes by remote-
controlled aircraft along Afghanistan’s 
border with Pakistan.

‘Those who fell were far from home and 
close to the enemy, doing the hard work that 
must be done to protect our country from 
terrorism. We owe them our deepest 
gratitude,’ CIA Director Leon Panetta said.

Some CIA officials are angry at being 
criticised by the White House after 
Abdulmutallab, 23, was allowed to slip 
through the security net and board a US-
bound flight in Amsterdam despite evidence 
he was a terror threat.

The president complained that a warning 
from the former London engineering 
student’s father and information about an al 
Qaeda bomb plot involving a Nigerian were 
not handled properly by the intelligence 
networks.

But CIA officials say the data was sent to the 
US National Counterterrorism Centre in 
Washington, which was set up after the 9/11 
attacks as a clearing house where raw data 
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should be analysed.

Agents claim that is where the dots should 
have been connected to help identify 
Abdulmutallab as a threat.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
worldnews/article-1239941/Spy-chiefs-turn-
President-Obama-seven-CIA-agents-
slaughtered-Afghanistan.html#

Jan. 4, 2010 O-Normous O-
Failure: MI5 Told Us About Ball 
Bomber a Year Ago, Obama 
Briefed on Terror Threat Days 
Prior
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

The first and only real responsibility this 
clown has to the American people is our 
safety, and he has us flying without a net. 
America is not safe and Obama is making it 
easy for jihadists to target the USA.

Why?

Obama is so busy trying to steal 20% of the 
US economy under the charade of health 
care "reform". So busy trying to graft the 
Olympic gig for Jarrett and her racketeering  
pals. So busy with the Climategate grifters. 
So busy bowing to our enemies. So busy 
kissing the ass of the ummah. So busy 
sabotaging our military. So busy sabotaging 
Israel. So busy sabotaging the people of 
Iran. So busy sabotaging the people of 
Honduras.

Obama was briefed on the Christmas 
terror threats days before Abdulmutallab 
incident: report. Still the arugula President 
went off to Hay-vay-ee to hit balls. He sure 
does play fast and lose with our safety.

MI5 told US about Detroit bomber's 
terror links a year ago

Britain told American intelligence agents 
more than a year ago that the Detroit 
bomber had links to extremists, Downing 
Street has announced.

Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab was named in 
a file of people based in Britain who had 
made contact with radical Muslim 
preachers. The file was sent to the US 
authorities in 2008.

The disclosure will embarrass President 
Barack Obama, who is already under 
pressure after failures by US intelligence 
to identify the bomber.

It will also add to concern over the state of 
the “special relationship” between Downing 
Street and the White House following last 
year’s dispute over the early release of the 
Lockerbie bomber.

It is extremely unusual for the Prime 
Minister’s office to comment on intelligence 
matters. The move could be seen as an 
attempt to rebuff criticism from senior 
American figures who claimed that Britain 
had nurtured Islamic extremism.

At first it was thought that MI5 gathered 
only limited information on Abdulmutallab 
and had therefore not alerted the US.

However, in an official briefing, the Prime 
Minister’s spokesman said that British 
intelligence was shared with the Americans.

He said: “Clearly there was security 
information about this individual’s activities 
and that was information that was shared 
with the US authorities. That is the key 
point.”

The spokesman added: “We are pretty 
certain that he was radicalised outside the 
UK. He [Abdulmutallab] left the UK in 
October 2008.

“But it is also clear that while he was here he 
was attempting to make contact with people 
and that is the intelligence we were able to 
secure from the intelligence services.”

Downing Street stressed that the disclosure 
emphasised the need for Britain and 
America to improve the sharing of 
information.

“One of the lessons that clearly comes out of 
what could have been a terrible tragedy was 
the whole question about how we continue 
to share intelligence about individuals who 

may have these kind of nefarious activities,” 
the spokesman said.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/onormous-ofailure-
mi5-told-us-about-ball-bomber-a-year-ago-
obama-briefed-on-terror-threat-days-
prior.html

Jan. 4, 2010 Yemen: Despite US 
Counter Terror $$$, No 
Committment to Anti-Terrorism 
Ops with US
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

"Bush Doctrine: the United States had the 
right to secure itself from countries that 
harbor or give aid to terrorist groups.  
including the controversial policy 
of preventive war, which held that the 
United States should depose foreign regimes  
that represented a potential or perceived 
threat to the security of the United States. 
And  a policy of spreading democracy 
around the world, especially in the Middle 
East, as a strategy for combating terrorism.  
Some of these policies were codified in 
a National Security Council text entitled 
the National Security Strategy of the United 
Statespublished on September 20, 2002.[5]"

Obama Doctrine: Abandon friends and 
allies. Pay oodles and googles of jizya to 
Islamic terror states that foment and actively 
support Islamic jihad, and keep fingers 
crossed that they kill us slower. And when 
they do get one, Obama alternates between 
blaming Bush or blaming Israel. if your are a 
jihad mass murderer who tries to blow up a 
passenger jet, Obama wants to male a deal 
with you.

Yemen: No commitment to anti-terrorism 
ops with U.S.

Yemen, like Pakistan and others, seems to have 
mastered the double-game ($$). While the U.S. is 
paying for an anti-terror police unit in Yemen, 
and using Special Ops to train it, Yemen is non-
committal in the fight against jihad. How many 
billions will they bilk from U.S. taxpayers? From 
the LA Times, Yemen dismisses Al Qaeda 
threat as ‘exaggerated’:
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Yemeni officials on Sunday dismissed the 
threat posed by Al Qaeda in their country as 
“exaggerated” and downplayed the 
possibility of cooperating closely with the 
United States in fighting Islamic militants, 
even as the U.S. and Britain temporarily 
closed their diplomatic outposts in Yemen 
because of unspecified Al Qaeda threats.

The statements by Yemen’s foreign minister, 
chief of national security and Interior 
Ministry came a day after the region’s top 
American military commander vowed to step 
up U.S. military support for the beleaguered 
Arabian Peninsula nation.

Analysts said the Yemeni statements 
reflected domestic political concerns about 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh appearing 
weak and beholden to the West as he faces 
numerous political challenges.

But Yemeni officials Sunday appeared to 
rebuff any close cooperation with the 
West. Foreign Minister Abubakr Qirbi 
told a government-run newspaper that his 
country welcomed intelligence-sharing but 
had made no commitment to conducting 
anti-terrorism operations in conjunction 
with the West.

“Yemen has its own short-term and long-
term schemes to tackle terrorists anywhere 
in the republic that only call for intelligence 
and information coordination with other 
countries,” he told the daily newspaper 
Politics, the official Saba news agency 
reported.

CNN interviewed controversial former CIA 
Analyst Michael Scheuer, who dropped a few 
nuggets of interest as well. He stated that the U.S. 
has dumped money and munitions into Yemen 
since 9/11 and al Qaeda has only grown there; that 
al Qaeda helped to get Yemeni president Alu 
Abdullah Saleh into power; and the number of AQ 
in Yemen is drastically underestimated. Click the 
video below to watch/listen.

In case the Yemeni’s word isn’t good enough, and 
many dismiss Scheuer out of the box, here’s a 
February 2009 post from the Long War Journal 
that adds credence to the notion that Yemen won’t 
be much help, but will take the money, Yemen 
strikes multifaceted deals with al Qaeda:

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
recently struck a deal with Ayman Zawahiri, 
and Yemen is in the process of emptying its 
jails of known jihadists. The Yemeni 
government is recruiting these established 
jihadists to attack its domestic enemies as it 
refrains from serious counter-terror 
measures against the newly formed Al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. The 
tripartite relationship between the Yemeni 
regime and al Qaeda enables all participants 
to further their goals at the expense of 
national, regional, and global security.

News reports from Yemen detail a meeting 
in Sana’a between President Saleh and a 
number of so-called reformed jihadists late 
January. The militants demanded freedom 
for imprisoned associates. A presidential 
committee identified 170 jihadists eligible for 
release, and 95 were released Saturday. 
Other reports indicate that authorities have 
cleared for release a total of 300 of the 400 
total suspected al Qaeda in prison.

Again, from the LA Times report:

A member of a smaller Shiite Muslim sect, 
[Yemeni President] Saleh has been accused 
for years of gaining political allies by turning  
a blind eye to the growing influence of Sunni 
extremists who have begun enforcing 
Islamic dress codes and setting up religious 
schools.

UPDATE: OT related, I am sure Obama 
will send them new trucks!

Embassies shut after 'Yemen lost track of 
arms trucks'

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/yemen-despite-us-
counter-terror-no-committment-to-
antiterrorism-ops-with-us.html

Jan. 4, 2010 Muslim Homicide 
Bomber Who Murdered Six CIA 
Was Trusted CIA Informant
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

UPDATE: Former official confirms CIA 
bomber was A Jordanian doctor.

If the bomber was a believer, there is no way 
you could trust him. No way. But are our 

agents being taught the truth about jihadist 
ideology?

Islamic suicide bomber who killed six CIA 
officers was trusted CIA informant

As I have pointed out many, many times, 
there is no reliable way to distinguish a 
peaceful Muslim from a potentially violent 
jihadist. It isn't as if there is one sect of Islam 
that has renounced and rejected violent jihad 
and Islamic supremacism, and another that 
upholds such things. If that were the case, 
one could rely on the peaceful group and 
shun the group that taught violence. But 
contrary to popular belief, every mainstream 
Islamic sect and school of Islamic law 
teaches the necessity to subjugate 
unbelievers, by force if necessary, under the 
hegemony of Islamic law. The U.S. 
government, of course, denies this fact and 
bases numerous policies upon the 
assumption that the vast majority of 
Muslims share universally accepted notions 
of human rights, and abhor jihad terrorism. 
This is the fruit of that false assumption.

"Exclusive: CIA Attacker Driven in From 
Pakistan: Suicide Bomber Was a Regular 
CIA Informant, Had Been to Chapman Base 
Multiple Times," by Aleem Agha and Nick 
Schifrin for ABC News, January 2 (thanks 
to Benedict):

The suicide bomber who killed at least six 
Central Intelligence Agency officers in a 
base along the Afghan-Pakistan border on 
Wednesday was a regular CIA informant 
who had visited the same base multiple times 
in the past, according to someone close to 
the base's security director.

The informant was a Pakistani and a 
member of the Wazir tribe from the 
Pakistani tribal area North Waziristan, 
according to the same source. The base 
security director, an Afghan named 
Arghawan, would pick up the informant at 
the Ghulam Khan border crossing and drive 
him about two hours into Forward 
Operating Base Chapman, from where the 
CIA operates.

Because he was with Arghawan, the 
informant was not searched, the source says. 
Arghawan also died in the attack
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The story seems to corroborate a claim by 
the Taliban on the Pakistani side of the 
border that they had turned a CIA asset into 
a double agent and sent him to kill the 
officers in the base, located in the eastern 
Afghan province of Khost....

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/muslim-homicide-
bomber-who-murdered-six-cia-officers-was-
trusted-cia-informant-.html

Jan. 4, 2010 A Failed Anti-Terror 
Strategy
By Jamie Galzov - FrontPage 
Magazine

Robert Spencer is a scholar of Islamic 
history, theology, and law and the director 
of Jihad Watch [1]. He is the author of ten 
books, eleven monographs, and hundreds of 
articles about jihad and Islamic terrorism, 
including the New York Times 
Bestsellers The Politically Incorrect Guide to 
Islam (and the Crusades) [2] and The Truth 
About Muhammad [3]. His latest book, The 
Complete Infidel’s Guide to the Koran [4], is 
available now from Regnery Publishing, and 
he is coauthor (with Pamela Geller) of the 
forthcoming book The Post-American 
Presidency: The Obama Administration’s War on 
America (Simon and Schuster).

FP: Robert Spencer, welcome to Frontpage 
Interview.

What do you see as the key lessons of the 
failed terror attempt on Northwest Flight 
253?

Spencer: The chief lesson of the attempted 
jihad attack on Flight 253 from Amsterdam 
to Detroit on Christmas Day is that our 
entire anti-terror strategy is a huge and 
abject failure. Flight 253 revealed a massive 

failure not only of airline security 
procedures, but also of the larger strategy 
that America and the West has been 
pursuing against jihad terrorism.

As for airline security procedures, 
Abdulmutallab was able to get on the 
airplane without a passport, and with 
ingredients for an explosive that would have 
destroyed the plane and killed everyone in it.

TSA officials are busy tightening security 
procedures with new Abdulmutallab-
inspired rules such as forcing passengers to 
stay in their seats for the last hour of the 
flight, but these new measures will do 
nothing to prevent another attack. One 
thing we have seen over the years since 9/11 
is that airport security is always one step 
behind the jihadists: after jihadist Richard 
Reid attempted to set off a bomb hidden in 
his shoes, we all have to take off our shoes 
and send them through security scanners.

After a group of jihadists tried to sneak onto 
planes explosive chemicals hidden in drink 
bottles, we can’t carry drinks through 
airport security terminals. Because 
Abdulmutallab attempted his jihad attack 
just before the plane landed, now we can’t 
get up during the last hour of the flight.

The one thing that the TSA should have 
learned, but hasn’t, is that next time the 
jihadists will do something else, not just 
repeat what they did before. And even if 
every passenger were given a full body 
cavity search, they will find some way to get 
around it.

But attempt a new approach based on 
sensible profiling? The TSA would rather 
fold up shop altogether.

FP: Liberals love to portray Islamic terror 
(this is when they are forced to even admit it 
exists) as the result of American capitalism 
and imperialism and how it has subjected 
poor people into misery. But Abdul 
Mutallab doesn’t fall into this narrative very 
neatly. Maybe it has something to do with 
some stuff he was reading while he was 
enjoying material wealth, personal comfort 
and relaxation thanks to capitalism?

Spencer: They constantly ignore the 
possibility that the jihadis might not always 

be reacting to things America has done, but 
may hate us for reasons of their own, 
independent of our actions. Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab was a classic recipient of 
Western largesse designed to win over the 
loyalties of Muslims – he was educated at 
the British International School in Lome, 
Togo. Yet contact with solicitous and 
friendly non-Muslim Westerners obviously 
did nothing to quell his jihadist fervor. And 
the son of a rich man (who notified 
American authorities about his jihadist 
sentiments, to no avail), Abdulmutallab once 
again proves false the idea that poverty 
causes terrorism. The myriad aid programs 
that are based on this false assumption have 
done nothing to stop or even slow jihad 
terrorism, and they never will.

Abdulmutallab was, in all likelihood, 
“radicalized” not by Western oppression but 
by the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
All the concerted efforts by the State 
Department and DHS to ignore the jihad 
doctrine and reach out to people they 
deemed to be “moderate Muslims” have 
likewise not worked.

According to the Nigerian newspaper This 
Day, when Abdulmutallab was at the British 
International School, “he was known for 
preaching about Islam to his schoolmates 
and he was popularly called ‘Alfa,’ a local 
coinage for Islamic scholar.” This illustrates 
yet again that, contrary to the popular view, 
Islamic jihadists present themselves among 
their fellow Muslims as the exponents of 
authentic Islam, making their case from the 
Qur’an and Sunnah — and those Muslims 
who oppose jihadist violence and Islamic 
supremacism have never successfully refuted 
their arguments.

Outreach to moderate Muslims has not 
aided in this effort, and has deceived the 
general public into thinking that the 
influence of peaceful Muslims over jihadists 
is much larger than it actually is.

FP: Your thoughts on Obama and 
Napolitano in terms of how they are 
handling this this attempted terror attack?

Spencer: Napolitano’s initial statement that 
“the system worked” was incredible, and 
Obama’s slowness to respond and failure to 
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break off his vacation inexcusable — as was 
his later reference to this apparent Al-Qaeda 
operative as an “isolated extremist.” Their 
abysmal failure to come to grips with the 
jihad doctrine has left us vulnerable to 
attacks from quarters they consider safe, as 
Abdulmutallab himself illustrates: as a rich 
man’s well educated son, he fits none of the 
conventional non-Islamic explanations for 
jihad violence that prevail among 
government and media analysts. He should 
be the cause of a wholesale reevaluation of 
our policies and procedures. But that isn’t 
going to happen.

FP: What we need is profiling, yes? And our 
culture won’t allow. Tell us the psychology 
here that leaves us tragically vulnerable.

Spencer: We have, as a culture, been sold a 
bill of goods by leftist ideologues who have 
convinced us that to make a realistic 
appraisal of the source of a threat and to 
react accordingly would constitute “racism” 
and “bigotry.”

Islamic terrorists are generally not 
grandmothers from middle America — why 
should everyone be subjected to increasingly 
annoying and futile airline security 
procedures when we know what group is 
committing these attacks, but just don’t want 
to admit it?

Profiling is flawed and will not be a perfect 
solution, as there is no common racial or any 
other characteristic that the jihadis share. 
But a sensibly educated TSA would be able 
to spot people who might constitute a 
greater risk, and respond accordingly.

Unfortunately, no matter how many young 
Muslim men blow things up or try to do so, 
we cannot even have this conversation as a 
nation, because the race wolf-criers have 
completely dominated the field.

FP: Concluding thoughts? What concerns 
you the most in what you see happening? 
What are the grave consequences if we don’t 
get it right?

Spencer: One thing is certain, Jamie: 
nothing we are doing now will make a 
recurrence of the Flight 253 incident any 
less likely. New security methods are 
needed, as are new strategies to combat the 

global jihad. But instead, we just keep 
reapplying the same old failed policies. And 
they will continue to fail, because of a 
continuing failure to evaluate realistically the 
situation we’re in.

FP: Robert Spencer, thank you for joining 
Frontpage Interview.

http://frontpagemag.com/2010/01/04/a-
failed-anti-terror-strategy-by-jamie-glazov/

Jan. 4, 2010 Ridiculous Trial of 
Navy SEALs to Proceed
By Cluade Cartaginese - 
NewsRealBlogs

Fallujah, Iraq, 2004

...Abed was the mastermind of the 2004 
ambush and slaughter of four American 
security contractors whose charred bodies 
were later hung from a bridge in 
Fallujah. Three Navy SEALs—Special 
Warfare Operators 2nd Class Matthew 
McCabe and Jonathan Keefe, and SO1 
Julio Huertas—are each facing court 
martial and prison time for allegedly 
“roughing up” Abed when they captured 
him in a daring raid last September.

In one of the most ironic twists to the story, 
they will be tried in a military court, where 
they will have less rights than Khalid Shaikh 
Mohammed, mastermind of the 9/11 attacks, 
whom President Barack Obama’s Justice 
Department has decided to try in a civilian 
court; a decision that will offer one of al-
Qaeda’s top operatives Constitutional rights 
which will be unavailable to three elite 
members of this nation’s military!

The SEALs are facing the full wrath of a 
U.S. military court because of Abed’s 
complaint that he was punched in the 

stomach and given a fat-lip after his capture. 
This is exactly the kind of allegation one 
would expect from a captured al-Qaeda 
trained terrorist—a tactic that counter-
terrorism experts have deemed to be right 
out of the al-Qaeda training manual.

The U.S. Government, however, seems 
determined to make an example of these 
three SEALs. In pursuing its legal action 
against the SEALs, the Government will, if 
successful, effectively tie the hands of our 
troops risking their lives to ensure the safety 
of the citizens of this country.

Despite immense pressure from certain 
members of Congress and a huge public 
outcry in support of the SEALs, officials are 
not backing down, and in a public relations 
shift, are focusing less on the alleged abuse 
and more on the ensuing “cover-up” of that 
alleged abuse.

Army Maj. Gen. Charles T. Cleveland 
explains the administration’s position:

While the assault and resulting injury to the 
detainee were relatively minor, the more 
disconcerting allegations are those related to the 
sailor’s attempts to cover-up the incident… The 
abuse of a detainee, no matter how minor, creates 
strategic repercussions that harm our nation’s 
security and ultimately costs the lives of U.S. 
citizens… I must ensure that the service members 
under my command abide by the laws passed by 
Congress and follow the lawful orders of their 
superior officers.

In other words, U.S. military personnel will 
be held to the strictest standards, while 
terrorists will not only be exempt from all 
standards, they will be accorded certain 
rights which will not be available to those 
Americans on the front lines in this 
perpetual war against Islamic “man-made-
disasters,”—no matter what atrocities are 
committed by those terrorists.

For those readers left wondering when Abed 
is going on trial and face punishment for his 
part in the murder of those four security 
contractors back in 2004, there are no 
immediate plans to try him at present.

http://newsrealblog.com/2010/01/04/
ridiculous-trial-of-navy-seals-to-proceed/
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Jan. 3, 2010 U.S.: Chinese helped 
Pakistan nuke program
By Joseph Farah - WorldNetDaily

Editor's Note: The following report is excerpted 
from Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin, the premium 
online newsletter published by the founder of 
WND. Subscriptions are $99 a year or, for 
monthly trials, just $9.95 per month for credit card 
users, and provide instant access for the complete 
reports.

Image on Pakistan's flag

China covertly helped Pakistan in 
developing its nuclear weapons program and 
continues that support even now while that 
assistance has become the basis for 
Pakistan's help with Iran's nuclear 
development effort, according to a report 
from Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin. 

A U.S. government report from the 
congressional U.S.-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission said that 
Chinese support to Pakistan began in the 
mid-1980s and covertly supplied technology 
and materials for an entire nuclear weapons 
development program. 

"In 1983, U.S. intelligence agencies reported 
that China had transferred to Pakistan a 
complete nuclear weapon design and enough 
weapons-grade uranium for two nuclear 
weapons," the report said. "Despite 
Pakistan's poor track record for preventing 
proliferation of nuclear materials and 
technology, China continues to support 
Islamabad's nuclear development." 

(Story continues below)

The revelation is the first time the U.S. 
government has confirmed what has been 
widely assessed for some time. It came in a 

brief, boxed statement buried in the midst of 
a 381-page overall annual assessment on the 
"national security implications of the 
bilateral trade and economic relationship 
between the United States and the People's 
Republic of China." 

Keep in touch with the most important breaking 
news stories about critical developments around the 
globe with Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin, the 
premium, online intelligence news source edited and 
published by the founder of WND. 

China's nuclear assistance to Pakistan 
underscores the long-standing strategic 
relationship between the two countries 
spanning five decades. 

"No relationship between two sovereign 
states is as unique and durable as that 
between Pakistan and China," according to 
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari. 

The relationship is designed to counter the 
nemesis of both China and Pakistan – India. 
That relationship began in the mid-1950s 
when China sought help from a number of 
countries in the region as its relationship 
with India became more hostile, resulting in 
conflicts from 1962 to the late 1980s. 

"Chinese policy toward Pakistan is driven 
primarily by its interest in countering Indian 
power in the region and diverting Indian 
military force and strategic attention away 
from China," according to Lisa Curtis, a 
senior research fellow at the Washington 
think-tank Heritage Foundation. 

China today remains Pakistan's largest 
defense supplier, having provided 
equipment, technology and scientific 
expertise not only for Pakistan's nuclear 
weapons but also for its ballistic missile 
programs. 

China also has helped Pakistan build two 
nuclear reactors and promised to build two 
more, notwithstanding international 
criticism Pakistan received from the nuclear 
espionage of A.Q. Khan, known as the 
father of the Pakistan nuclear bomb. 

Khan had developed an international 
nuclear espionage network to smuggle 
nuclear components into Pakistan and in 
turn assisted such countries as North Korea 

and Iran in creating their own nuclear 
weapons program. 

Zardari recently released Khan from house 
arrest, much to the consternation of the U.S. 
Yet, there is no evidence that his 
international network has been dismantled. 
To the contrary, it looks like it continues to 
flourish. Khan himself remains under the 
protection of Pakistan's intelligence service, 
the Inter-Service Intelligence Directorate, or 
ISI. 

The ISI also was responsible for creating the 
Taliban which is battling U.S. forces today 
in Afghanistan. 

For the complete report and full immediate access 
to Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin, subscribe now. 

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?
pageId=120618 

Jan. 4, 2010 Chinese Evade U.S. 
Sanctions on Iran 
By Peter Fritsch - The Wall Street 
Journal

Chinese companies banned from doing 
business in the U.S. for allegedly selling 
missile technology to Iran continue to do a 
brisk trade with American companies, 
according to an analysis of shipping records.

A unit of state-owned China Precision 
Machinery Import-Export Corp., for 
example, has made nearly 300 illegal 
shipments to U.S. firms since a ban was 
imposed on CPMIEC and its affiliates in 
mid-2006, according to an analysis of 
shipping records by the Wisconsin Project 
on Nuclear Arms Control, a nonprofit 
proliferation watchdog.

A Wall Street Journal review of the records 
and interviews with officials at some of the 
American companies indicate that the U.S. 
firms likely were unaware they were doing 
business with banned entities, and in many 
cases were tripped up by altered company 
names.

The CPMIEC shipments, worth millions of 
dollars, include everything from anchors and 
drilling equipment to automobile parts and 
toys. In many cases, CPMIEC acted as a 
shipping intermediary -- activity also banned 
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under a 2006 presidential order.

The ability of CPMIEC and other foreign 
companies to continue doing business in the 
U.S. despite the sanctions comes as the 
Obama administration considers fresh 
economic sanctions against Iran. The illegal 
shipments suggest that U.S. sanctions have 
become so numerous and complex that they 
have become difficult to enforce.

More

Iran Plans Large-Scale War Games 

"We spend a lot of time convincing other 
countries that we need tighter sanctions on 
Iran when we need to better enforce our 
own laws already on the books," says 
Wisconsin Project director Gary Milhollin, a 
former consultant to the Pentagon on 
nuclear-proliferation matters.

Responsibility for enforcing sanctions falls 
to the Treasury Department's Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, or OFAC, an office 
with 69 investigators and a 2009 budget of 
$29 million. OFAC is responsible for 
enforcing more than 20 sanctions programs 
targeting everything from nuclear 
proliferators and terror financiers to illegal 
imports of Cuban cigars.

OFAC hasn't fined any U.S. companies for 
trading with CPMIEC or other Chinese 
companies banned in 2006. In response to 
inquiries from the Journal, Treasury 
Department officials investigated CPMIEC 
and its subsidiaries further. On Thursday, 
OFAC added one CPMIEC unit to its list of 
banned companies.

"If we see U.S. companies that are 
knowingly engaging in transactions with a 
proliferation target or front company, or that 
those targets are attempting to circumvent 
U.S. sanctions, we pursue those cases 
aggressively," says OFAC Director Adam 
Szubin in an interview. Overall, he says, the 
sanctions program makes it difficult for 
nuclear proliferators to do business in the 
U.S.

In June 2006, the U.S. banned CPMIEC 
and three other Chinese companies from 
conducting business in the U.S., citing their 
alleged sales of missile technology to Iran in 
defiance of previous sanctions. Two months 
later, a shipment of oil-drainage tanks from 
Shanghai landed at the port of Tacoma, 
Wash., bound for a New York City firm, 
American Forge & Foundry Inc. The 
shipper: a unit of CPMIEC, according to a 
shipping record known as a bill of lading.

Officials at CPMIEC didn't respond to 
written questions from the Journal.

U.S. enforcement officials say it can be 
difficult for U.S. companies to avoid doing 
business with foreign companies and 
individuals under sanction. Problems with 
translating company names can be an issue, 
they say. Sanctioned companies also have 
proved adept at creating aliases or 
subsidiary shell companies to mask their 
ownership, they say.

"To the extent that a U.S. institution does 
process a transaction for a designated entity, 
those transactions tend to be inadvertent and 
are corrected quickly upon detection," says 
the OFAC's Mr. Szubin.

It is unlikely that most U.S. companies 
knowingly flout the import bans: Criminal 
penalties for doing so include prison time.

John Iliff, general manager of American 
Forge & Foundry, says the single shipment 
of oil-drainage tanks it received in 2006 from 
the CPMIEC unit set off no alarms. 
"Trading in illegal goods certainly never 
crossed our minds," he says.

The shipment came from China JMM 
Import & Export Shanghai Pudong Corp., 
which didn't appear on any sanctions list 
until Thursday. Records indicate the 
company shares an address and phone 

number with a CPMIEC unit that was 
previously banned: CPMIEC Shanghai 
Pudong Corp. The Treasury determined that 
the two companies are affiliated.

A Wall Street Journal review of shipping 
records and interviews with officials at some 
of the American companies indicate that the 
U.S. firms likely were unaware they were 
doing business with banned entities, and in 
many cases were tripped up by altered 
company names. Above, a boat passes by a 
container port in Shanghai, China in June.

Faced with simple tweaks to company 
names, even large U.S. corporations with 
sophisticated procedures for screening 
vendors can end up doing business with 
sanctioned firms.

Greenlee Textron, a unit of Textron Inc., in 
2008 and 2009 purchased hand-held pipe 
benders used by plumbers from Chinese 
firm Shanghai Kayama Industrial Co. 
Kayama hired China JMM to facilitate 
payment and shipping of those goods.

Textron spokesman Michael Maynard says 
Greenlee was unaware of China JMM's 
relationship to CPMIEC before receiving an 
inquiry from the Journal. He says none of 
the parties to the 14 shipments appeared on 
any U.S. lists of sanctioned companies.

Many companies rely on software that is 
supposed to alert users if a company is 
subject to sanctions. But China JMM didn't 
register a "hit" on the sanctions-screening 
software used by Kohler Co. of Kohler, Wis., 
according to a company spokesman. Until 
July 2009, Kohler purchased lawn-mower 
parts from a Shanghai firm that used China 
JMM as its export broker.

After Kohler was alerted last summer to 
China JMM's affiliation with CPMIEC, it 
"immediately halted all orders...until our 
supplier found a new export broker," the 
spokesman says.

U.S. authorities have called CPMIEC a 
"serial proliferator." The U.S. first 
sanctioned the firm in 1991 and 1993 for 
selling short-range-missile technology to 
Pakistan. After passage of the Iran 
Nonproliferation Act in 2000, the company 
was sanctioned in 2002 and 2003 for missile-
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related sales to Iran.

The Chinese government, CPMIEC's 
owner, has objected to U.S. trade sanctions 
on nonproliferation grounds. "This kind of 
mistaken practice...damages the atmosphere 
for Sino-American cooperation on 
nonproliferation, and is not beneficial to 
promoting international nonproliferation 
efforts," says Jiang Yu, a spokeswoman for 
China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In 2006, LIMMT Economic & Trade Co., a 
Chinese seller of metallurgical products, was 
blocked from selling goods in the U.S. for 
allegedly selling high-strength metals and 
sophisticated military materials to Iran.

In April 2009, a New York grand jury 
indicted LIMMT and its owner, Li Fang 
Wei, for allegedly conspiring to evade that 
ban by using aliases, and the U.S. Treasury 
updated its sanctions list to include those 
aliases.

In 2006, Dalian Sunny Industry & Trade 
Co. sent seven shipments of steel parts to 
Coastal Flange Inc. in Houston. (The 2009 
case established that Dalian was an LIMMT 
affiliate.) In 2007, the shipments began 
coming from Dalian Orient Pipe 
Components Co. Bills of lading reveal that 
Dalian Sunny and Dalian Orient share the 
same address and telephone number.

Officials at LIMMT, Dalian Sunny and 
Dalian Orient didn't return calls seeking 
comment.

Mark Mekeel, president of Coastal Flange, 
says U.S. prosecutors contacted him about 
his trade with Dalian, but told him he had 
done nothing wrong.

"Each day I'm pounded on email by offers 
from Chinese companies," he says. "But I'm 
not part of some scam. I'm just a guy trying 
to bring in some product."

Write to Peter Fritsch at 
peter.fritsch@wsj.com 

http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB126256626983914249.html#mod=todays_
us_page_one

Jan. 4, 2010 Tehran Plans a Major 
Military Exercise
By Chip Cummins - The Wall 
Street Journal

Iranian media on Sunday reported Tehran 
will conduct a large-scale defensive military 
exercise next month, coinciding with what 
government officials now say is a deadline 
for the West to respond to its counteroffer to 
a nuclear-fuel deal.

The commander of Iran's ground forces, 
Brig. Gen. Ahmad-Reza Pourdastan, said 
the drill will be conducted by Iran's army, in 
conjunction with some units of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, to improve 
"defensive capabilities," Press TV, the 
English-language, state-run media outlet 
reported.

The report follows comments by Iran's 
foreign minister Manouchehr Mottaki on 
Saturday, challenging Western nations to 
decide by the end of the month on 
counterproposals Tehran has floated to an 
internationally brokered nuclear-fuel deal. 
In the counterproposals, Iran has said it 
would agree to swap the bulk of its low-
enriched uranium for higher enriched 
uranium, but in small batches and on Iranian 
soil.

Iranian officials also have named Turkey as a 
possible venue to swap the fuel. Iran has 
separately suggested it would be willing to 
buy enriched uranium from a third party.

The U.S. and Western allies have dismissed 
the counterproposals outright. In autumn, 
negotiators from Iran, the U.S., France, 
Russia and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency hammered out a proposed deal in 
which Iran would agree to ship out the bulk 
of its uranium to Russia, where it would be 
enriched and shipped back for use in a 
medical-research reactor. But Iranian 
officials refused to endorse the deal, despite 
a U.S.-imposed year-end deadline for 
Tehran to show progress in talks.

An IAEA spokesman declined to comment 
on the latest Iranian statements.

A European diplomat said that on Monday, 
the diplomatic year begins with a "review of 
measures the international community can 

use to increase its pressure on Iran" to begin 
serious negotiations.

The administration of U.S. President Barack 
Obama has said it would push for new 
sanctions against Iran early this year if 
Tehran didn't respond positively to the 
nuclear-fuel deal. Israeli officials, 
meanwhile, have suggested they would 
strike militarily if they thought Iran was 
nearing nuclear-weapons capability.

Mr. Obama has "begun talking to our 
friends and allies to consider the next step in 
this process," National Security Council 
Chief of Staff Denis McDonough said last 
week in Honolulu.

The U.S. is expected to push for United 
Nations-backed sanctions, despite uncertain 
support from Security Council members 
Russia and China. Washington is also 
consulting allies who might be willing to 
back sanctions outside the U.N., including 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

Arab support would further isolate Iran 
from some of its closest trading partners. 
While Iran and its Arab neighbors along the 
Persian Gulf have long had testy relations, 
Tehran depends on Arab Gulf states for 
significant trade -- in particular on the 
U.A.E.'s Dubai, a regional re-export hub.

Not all Arab neighbors are onboard with 
Washington's sanction plans. In a heavily 
attended security conference in Manama 
early last month, Bahrain's foreign minister 
said further Iranian sanctions wouldn't be 
fair.

"I think the people of Iran have had 
enough," Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa said to delegates, including Mr. 
Mottaki and top U.S. diplomats and military 
officials. Bahrain is a staunch American ally, 
hosting the U.S. Fifth Fleet.

Recent Iranian domestic unrest raises fresh 
challenges for the Obama administration in 
crafting any new sanctions. Officials must 
weigh measures that are tough enough to 
pressure the regime, but not too tough to 
enflame popular anger and shore up 
domestic support for President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad.

The original, IAEA-backed fuel proposal 
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was embraced by Washington because it was 
seen as a first step in a longer negotiating 
process over Iran's nuclear ambitions.

Iran says it is pursuing peaceful energy, but 
many officials in the West suspect it's 
building weapons. The deal would have 
removed enough fissile material to delay the 
manufacture of any weapon for at least a 
short while.

Mr. Mottaki on Saturday said Iran would go 
ahead and produce and enrich its own fuel 
for the medical reactor if Western powers 
didn't agree either to swap the fuel or to sell 
it enriched uranium.

The U.S. has rejected any proposal other 
than the one hammered out with the IAEA.

"The IAEA has a balanced proposal on the 
table that would fulfill Iran's own request for 
fuel and has the backing of the international 
community," Mike Hammer, a spokesman 
for the National Security Council, said in an 
emailed statement.

—Elizabeth Williamson and David 
Crawford contributed to this article.

http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB126254286128213977.html#mod=todays_
us_page_one
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Jan. 4, 2010 The Bottom Line on 
Wall St. and Bank Profits
Posted by Francis Cianfrocca - Red 
State

2009 was one of the very best years in 
history for the financial industry, with over 
$50 billion in profits for the top half-dozen 
firms alone. Forget for a moment about the 
fact that this industry was literally saved 
from death with taxpayer dollars. The real 
question is, what are they there to do?

The short answer to that question is that the 
financial industry exists to make capital 
available, and to allocate it efficiently to 
productive uses in the real economy.

Instead, what did the financial industry do to 
make its money? The Wall St. firms ran 
proprietary trading programs as never 
before, and they raked in huge fees 
underwriting issues of debt by the largest 
corporations, who used the money to 
improve their balance sheets but not to 
invest in new productivity.

The old-fashioned banks spent the year 
lending Fed funds to the Treasury, profiting 
risk-free from the steep yield curve.

In short, the provision of capital and sound 
allocation decisions delivered to the real 
economy fell far short of justifying the 
financial sector’s huge profits. As it has been 
for some time (at least two decades), this 
industry, in significant measure, is a parasite.

When will that change? As soon as the 
industry stops being so good at manipulating 
the political process and the regulators, and 
as soon as Washington stops needing Wall 
St and large banks to finance its headlong 
plunge into control over more and more of 
the economy.

http://www.redstate.com/blackhedd/
2010/01/01/the-bottom-line-on-wall-st-and-
bank-profits/
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Jan. 4, 2010 Briton pulled alive 
from Swiss avalanche as record 
freezing weather grips Europe, 
North America and Asia
By Daily Mail Reporter - 
MailOnline

When Britain woke up on the first day of the 
year it was met with freezing cold 
temperatures, feet of snow in places and the 
promise of travel chaos.

And now, three days into 2010, forecasters 
have warned the country to expect 
continued snowfall for the next ten days - 
bringing with it added stress for commuters 
heading back to work after a festive break 
and children returning to school.

Yet as Britain struggles to cope with the 
difficult weather conditions, other countries 
around the world are finding themselves in a 
similar predicament.

SWISS ALPS

A series of weekend avalanches in the Swiss 
Alps killed at least five people, including a 
rescue doctor swept up while searching for a 
group of buried skiers. 

But a number of skiers - including an 
unnamed Briton - were pulled alive from 8ft 
of snow.

Heavy snowfall and fog was hampering this 
morning's search for three people believed 
still trapped.

Authorities warned of 'considerable' 
avalanche risk after snowslides hit skiers 
and then the rescuers who came to their aid 
in the Diemtig Valley, about 25 miles south 
of the capital Bern, on Sunday.

Enlarge   

Rescue workers are seen at the site where 
two avalanches came down a mountainside 

in the Diemtig valley in the Bernese 
Oberland 

An emergency doctor who was part of the 
rescue team was among the four people 
confirmed killed there.

'Rescuers haven't been able to resume their 
search today because the helicopter can't get 
close to the site due to the bad weather,' said 
police spokeswoman Ursula Stauffer.

The three missing skiers were part of a large 
group that was skiing off-piste in the 
Chummli area of the Diemtig Valley when 
an avalanche buried one member of the 
party around midday on Sunday, she added.

Rescuers who arrived to help the skiers 
about half an hour later were hit by a second 
avalanche at the same spot, said Stauffer.

Officials subsequently launched a massive 
operation involving eight helicopters and 
100 rescuers in an attempt to save their 
colleagues and the missing skiers.

Eight people were pulled from the snow 
alive, but three later died in the hospital of 
their injuries. One person was recovered 
dead. Officials halted the rescue and 
recovery operation at nightfall.

Stauffer declined to provide details on those 
killed until a news conference scheduled for 
late this afternoon.

Enlarge   

After a rescue team arrived on the scene, a 
second avalanche caught an unknown 

number of people involved in the search 
for a trapped skier

Bernhard Scherz, an official with the 
Rubigen ski club who took part in the 
rescue, told Swiss website 20 Minuten 
Online that one of those recovered alive 
from the avalanche was an Englishman. 

He had been buried under 8ft of snow.

Separately, two skiers were buried in 
another avalanche near the town of Verbier 
close to the border with France and Italy. 
One person was killed while his guide was 
rescued alive, police in the southern canton 
of Valais said.

The start of the ski season and heavy 
snowfall in recent days have prompted 
officials to warn of a heightened avalanche 
risk in the Swiss Alps.

AMERICA

Freezing weather gripped large parts of the 
U.S. early this morning - with no relief in 
sight for the rest of the week.

Wind chill took the temperatures in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, down to -17C. 

While the upper Midwest is used to frigid 
weather, the sunshine state Florida is also 
suffering freezing temperatures.

Enlarge   

Ice encrusted branches frame the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington

Enlarge   
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Enlarge   

A woman makes her way under heavy 
snow fall in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Much of America is in the grip of freezing 
weather

The Panhandle and much of northern 
Florida is under a hard freeze warning, the 
National Weather Service says. The warning 
extended almost down to Tampa along the 
Gulf Coast.

Florida officials have been urging residents, 
visitors and farmers to prepare for 
temperatures near or below the freezing 
mark this week.

Along with the dangerously cold 
temperatures, residents in Montana are 
braced for blizzard conditions with snowfall 
of 12 to 20 inches possible across parts of the 
state.

In Chicago, residents bundled up on another 
bitterly cold day.

Despite the dangerous cold, some people 
ventured out - especially parishioners at 
Holy Name Cathedral.

'It's God first. Even though weather is 
terrible, we've still got to go to church,' Alez 
Alverez told CNN.

In the Northeast, the Weather Service 
warned that a large storm off the New 
England coast would continue to bring 
heavy snow to much of central New York 
state.

CHINA

Snow storms today have caused chaos in 
China's capital of Beijing, bringing 
aeroplanes to a halt and causing severe 
traffic delays.

Around 90 per cent of all flights were either 
delayed or cancelled, leaving thousands of 
passengers stranded.

Paramilitary policemen stand guard in 
front of the late Chairman Mao Zedong in 

Tiananmen Square, Beijing

In addition, major roads in Beijing and 
Tianjin, as well as nearby provinces Hebei, 
Shanxi and Inner Mongolia, were forced to 
close due to the heavy snow.

The snow shows no sign of stopping, 
however, and temperatures are expected to 
drop to -16C in Beijing on Monday and 
Tuesday, causing more problems for those 
attempting to returning to work after a 
three-day New Year holiday.

Primary and middle schools in Beijing will 
be closed tomorrow as people are unable 

to drive their cars in the heavy snow

Authorities in Beijing and Tianjin 
announced today there will be no classes at 
primary and middle schools tomorrow as the 
snow had caused traffic chaos.

INDIA

Not a country usually associated with snow, 
India has experienced severe problems since 
Saturday when snowfall and a dense blanket 
of fog began to cause chaos.

More than 30 people died in cold-weather 
related incidents in Northern India over the 
past 24 hours, with 10 of those losing their 
lives in train accidents caused by the fog. 

More than 40 people were injured, and 10 
killed, in train accidents in India caused 

by the bad weather. Here, Indian Central 
Reserve Police Force soldiers patrol a 
railway track as a train moves during 
heavy snowfall in Pulwama district of 

Jammu and Kashmir

Meanwhile, 24 homeless people have also 
died in the Uttar Pradesh state since 
Saturday due to the severe drop in 
temperature.

Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir were all hit 
with heavy snow, while Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi also recorded 
snowfall over the past 24 hours. 

A Kashmiri man struggles to see through 
the snow as he walks in Srinagar

Flights from New Delhi were grounded or 
delayed yesterday because of poor visibility, 
Shashanka Nanda, a spokesman for the 
Delhi International Airport Limited said, 
before adding that conditions had improved 
today. 

RUSSIA

A country much more used to dealing with 
high levels of snow, Russia saw temperature 
lows of a chilling -20C in Moscow today.

Those travelling on trains at stations near 
the Russian city of Vorkuta, attempted to 
continue their journeys despite the freezing 
conditions.
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A worker tries to clear the train tracks 
while a man, unaware of the train 

approaching him, attempts to cross

Workers also tried to sweep snow from the 
train tracks, but found it was falling too fast 
to clear.

However, two men making the most of the 
snow were Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin who decided to take to the slopes in 
Krasnaya Polyana near the Black Sea resort 
of Sochi in southern Russia.

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 
(right) and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 

on their skiing trip

The pair relax on a snowmobile after 
exerting themselves skiing

The duo donned heavy jackets and goggles 
as they skiied together, with Putin looking 
serious as the pair indulged in some 
seemingly serious political conversations.

GERMANY

The snow caused more problems with flights 
in Germany, with one jet veering off the 
runway at Dortmund airport in western 
Germany.

The Air Berlin Boeing 737-800 broke to 
abort the take-off due to a 'technical  
irregularity', but none of the 165 passengers 
and six crew members were injured. 

All passengers and crew were left 
unharmed after the Air Berlin plane 

aborted its take-off

The plane was not damaged but flights from 
the airport were cancelled or diverted for a 
large part of the day.

Airline spokeswoman Diane Daedelow said: 
'A combination of the snowy weather and 
the speed the plane was travelling at forced 
the plane to skid off the runway.'

Over 30 flights from Frankfurt airport were 
also cancelled this morning.

Snow covers the trees on the mountain 
Schauinsland in the Black Forest, 

Germany

Tourists photograph each other beside the 
snow-covered concrete steles at the 
Memorial for the Murdered Jews of 

Europe in Berlin 

AUSTRIA

While they are much more accustomed to 
dealing with snow, even native Austrians 
were struggling to cope with the freezing 
lows of -8C at night and -3C during the day.

But one creature happy to bound around in 
the fluffy snow was a mix breed dog called 
Lotta, who seemed entirely unconcerned as 
she became coated in snow during her run in 
Unken, in the Austrian province of 
Salzburg.

Meteorologists have predicted continued 
light snowfalls for the upcoming days in 
Austria...

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-1240319/As-Britain-told-expect-
snow-10-days-rest-world-coping-Arctic-
weather.html#

Jan. 4, 2010 At least 500 homes 
damaged in Solomons quake
AFP

HONIARA, Solomon Islands (AFP) – 
About 500 homes were damaged or 
destroyed when a 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
rocked the Solomon Islands, officials said 
Monday following a reconnaissance flight 
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over remote islands near the epicentre.

The National Disaster Management Office 
said it was possible thousands of people 
could be homeless, but an exact assessment 
could not be made until ground parties 
arrived on Tuesday.

"There are 500 homes that have been 
affected but not all have been totally 
destroyed," Disaster Management 
Office spokesman Julian Makaa told AFP.

The average home in the Solomon Islands 
would house four-to-five people.

Despite the damage to property, and a small 
tsunami generated by the earthquake, only a 
few minor injuries were reported.

A patrol boat carrying water, food and 
tarpaulins was dispatched from the capital 
Honiara for the worst affected areas of 
Rendova island and Marova Lagoon about 
300 kilometres (180 miles) away, Makaa 
said.

The US Geological Survey said the quake 
struck about 103 kilometres from the island 
town of Gizo, the Solomons second largest 
city, early Monday and was measured at a 
depth of about 30 kilometres.

Rendova and Marova are both near Gizo.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100104/
ts_afp/solomonsearthquakedamage

Jan. 4, 2010 Destructive tsunami 
crashes over Solomon Islands
AP

WELLINGTON, New Zealand – A 
tsunami unleashed by a major earthquake 
plowed into the Solomon Islands on Monday 
with the crashing waters devastating at least 
one village.

Initial reports said no one was seriously 
hurt.

A series of major quakes have rocked the 
South Pacific region since Sunday, with 
three powerful temblors striking Monday, 
including a 7.2 magnitude tremor. The 
Solomon Island's National Disaster 
Management Office said reports of the 

devastation were beginning to filter in late 
Monday.

The tremors were centered beneath the 
ocean floor near the town of Gizo, which 
was badly damaged in April 2007 when a 
8.1-magnitude quake sent a tsunami 
crashing into the coast, killing more than 50 
people.

Monday's tsunami devastated a village on 
Rendova Island, some 188 miles (300 
kilometers) from the capital Honiara, 
disaster management official Loti Yates told 
The Associated Press.

"One report from police was that one village 
was hit by a 6 to 10 foot (2-3 meter) wall of 
sea water," Yates said. "It was a total 
inundation police saw in a fly over."

Rendova is home to about 3,600 people.

Yates said in Baniata village on Rendova's 
coast, 16 houses were destroyed and 32 
damaged by the quake and the wave.

"It could be several hundred houses have 
been damaged ... but that is still not 
verified," said Yates. "There are two to three 
villages where the situation could be much 
worse."

Ten foreign tourists were staying on 
Tetepare Island, an uninhabited eco-tourism 
site, and the four Germans, four Britons and 
two New Zealanders were evacuated. 
Unconfirmed reports said two had been 
injured.

Yates said there were no other reports of 
injuries. "We're lucky that whatever 
happened happened during the day and 
people were able to hike up the hills," he said

Two helicopters and a police boat were 
carrying out damage assessments and a 
vessel carrying water, food and tarpaulins 
was dispatched from Honiara.

The U.S. Geological Survey recorded eight 
earthquakes in the region since late Sunday. 
The magnitude 7.2 was centered 64 miles 
(103 kilometers) southeast of Gizo, and 
followed a magnitude 6.5 tremor less than 
two hours earlier centered 54 miles (90 
kilometers) southeast of Gizo at a depth of 6 
miles (10 kilometers).

The latest aftershock was magnitude 6.1 and 
struck late Monday, 22 miles (36 kilometers) 
southeast of Gizo, U.S. Geological Survey 
said in a statement.

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center 
geophysicist Gerard Fryer in Hawaii said it 
was too small to create a tsunami. There 
were no immediate reports of damage.

The Solomon Islands lie on the "Ring of 
Fire" — an arc of earthquake and volcanic 
zones that stretches around the Pacific Rim 
and where about 90 percent of the world's 
quakes occur.

Jan. 4, 2010 Seoul battles heaviest 
snow in more than 70 years
By Hyung-Jin Kim - AP

AP – 
A South Korean man holds his bag to cover 
against heavy snow in Seoul, South Korea, 
Monday, Jan. 4, 2010. … 

By HYUNG-JIN KIM, Associated Press 
Writer  – Mon Jan 4, 6:36 am ET

SEOUL, South Korea – Seoul residents 
battled the heaviest snowfall in modern 
Korean history after a winter storm dumped 
more than 10 inches (26 centimeters) 
Monday, forcing airports to cancel flights 
and paralyzing traffic in South Korea's 
bustling capital.

The snowfall, which began about 1 a.m. 
(1600 GMT Sunday) and continue through 
Monday afternoon, was the worst since 
Korea began conducting meteorological 
surveys in 1937, the state weather agency 
said.

Gimpo International Airport in western 
Seoul canceled 224 flights before resuming 
service Monday afternoon, airport official 
Choi Choon-ja said.

More than 20 flights between Incheon 
International Airport, just west of Seoul, 
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and cities in China also were canceled, with 
China also coping with a snowstorm. More 
than 100 flights to other regions were 
delayed, Incheon airport official Kang Soo-
kyung said.

The snow and icy roads snarled traffic in 
and out of Seoul, with many commuters 
squeezing into packed subway trains to get 
to work. A regular Cabinet meeting also was 
delayed Monday because ministers were 
stuck in traffic.

About 3,600 workers were mobilized to clear 
the snow from Seoul's roads and sidewalks. 
About 5,000 soldiers also were dispatched to 
Seoul and surrounding Gyeonggi Province, 
according to the Defense Ministry.

The snow didn't stop 50-year-old Park Hee-
soon from her job delivering milk and yogurt 
to homes and offices in western Seoul. 
However, Park — trudging through the 
streets in her regular yellow uniform — said 
the snow and ice were dangerous.

"I slipped on streets several times today, and 
my back hurts because of that," she said.

The snow forced American figure skater 
Michelle Kwan to cancel appearances in 
South Korea on Monday. The five-time 
world champion, visiting the country as 
goodwill ambassador for the U.S. State 
Department, had been slated to give a 
master class to South Korean figure skaters.

She is scheduled to meet with students, U.S. 
soldiers and participate in a Special 
Olympics event this week, U.S. Embassy 
officials said.

Beijing also was digging out Monday from a 
weekend winter storm.

More than 3 inches (7.6 centimeters) of 
snow accumulated in the city center Sunday, 
according to China's National 
Meteorological Center. State media called it 
the highest snowfall in the capital in a single 
day in January since 1951. Upward of 8 
inches (20 centimeters) was recorded in the 
suburbs of Changping near the Great Wall 
of China.

Hundreds of flights from Beijing were 
canceled or delayed Sunday because of the 
snowfall.

Primary and middle schools were closed in 
Beijing and the nearby port of Tianjin, and 
with snow plows in short supply, more than 
300,000 people were assigned to clear snow 
in the capital with shovels, scrapers and 
brooms.

Heavy snow also blanketed Sapporo on the 
northern Japanese island of Hokkaido, 
forcing the main airport to cancel nearly 80 
flights since last Wednesday.

___

Associated Press writers Christopher 
Bodeen in Beijing and Shino Yuasa in Tokyo 
contributed to this report.

Jan. 4, 2010 Winter system drops 
record snow, chills the South
By Jeffrey Collins - AP

COLUMBIA, S.C. – A bitter chill has 
settled in across the eastern half of the 
country, threatening crops, closing schools 
and making Charleston, S.C., feel more like 
New York City. Records snows were 
reported over the weekend in Vermont, and 
farmers in Florida scrambled Monday to 
save strawberries and tomatoes.

The deep freeze will last for at least the rest 
of the week. The National Weather Service 
said the mercury could fall below zero in St. 
Louis later this week for the first time since 
1999.

In Burlington, Vt., a weekend snowstorm 
dumped more than 33 inches, breaking a 
single-storm record of nearly 30 inches set in 
1969.

Most took it in stride, but some took it too 
far: Vermont State Police cited a man after 
stopping him pulling a sled — with a rider in 
it — behind his car on Interstate 89 on 
Sunday. He was cited for driving with a 
suspended license.

It was a similar scene in upstate New York, 
where so-called "lake effect snow" blanketed 
parts of the state with more than 3 feet.

In Maine, the search continued for an 18-
year-old snowmobiler who disappeared 
shortly after the storm started Friday night, 
and a small plane crashed into a river 

channel there Monday after reporting ice 
buildup on the wings.

The weather caused hundreds of school 
closings and delays in Arkansas, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and the North 
Carolina mountains.

Homeless shelters, especially in the 
Southeast, braced for a crush of people and 
said they would not turn anyone away.

Reginald Richardson of Columbia hates 
shelters but said this might be the week he 
caves in and spends a few nights.

"Yes, Lord, it has been cold," said the 55-
year-old, who has been homeless on and off 
for the past 25 years. "It got so cold last 
night, I thought about sleeping in a trash 
can."

Instead, he stayed in a hospital lobby for a 
few hours until he fell asleep and was kicked 
out into the 20-degree weather.

In Oakland, Md., about 1,400 people 
shivered through a night of no power in 
near-zero temperatures until crews using 
torches could thaw frozen switching 
equipment, Allegheny Power spokesman 
Todd Myers said.

Todd Shaffer, 33, borrowed a blanket from 
his parents next door.

"I woke up in the middle of the night still 
shivering," he said.

In Florida, farmers prepared for a long week 
trying to protect their crops. In Polk County 
— between Tampa and Orlando — 
temperatures were in the high 20s and 
strawberry farmers turned on sprinklers to 
create an insulation of ice for the berries.

"The problem now is that we have a 
weeklong freeze predicted," said Ted 
Campbell, executive director for the Florida 
Strawberry Growers Association. "It's an 
endurance test."

Parts of central Florida could see lows below 
freezing nearly every day this week. Even 
Key West isn't immune. Temperatures there 
the next couple of days are expected to 
barely creep above 60 degrees with a stiff 
north wind — nowhere near average highs 
in the 70s that draw winter tourists.
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The duration of the cold snap is unusual, 
especially in the South, where the weather is 
typically chilly for just a day or two before 
temperatures rebound into the 50s. 

Instead, places like Birmingham, Ala., and 
Charlotte, N.C., will see temperatures above 
freezing for just a couple of hours a day all 
week long. Many Southern homes aren't 
built to handle that type of cold, with 
uninsulated pipes and heat pumps that will 
have to run all the time just to keep things 
barely comfortable. 

The phones were already ringing off the 
hook Monday at an agency in Greenville, 
S.C., that uses federal grants to help people 
with their heating bills. 

"I'm very worried, especially for those who 
are not accustomed to seeking assistance," 
said program coordinator Betty Cox. 

Firefighters are also bracing for more calls 
this week. Five people died in a fire Friday 
in rural Plymouth, Mo., likely caused by an 
unattended fireplace, while three people 
were killed Saturday in Honea Path, S.C., 
when either a space heater or a stove started 
a fire in a mobile home. 

"It's cold and folks are trying to do whatever 
it takes to stay warm," said David Berry, a 
volunteer fire chief in Alabama. 

___ 

Contributing to this report were David 
Dishneau in Hagerstown, Md.; John 
Curran in Montpelier, Vt.; Tamara Lush in 
Tampa, Fla.; and John Raby in Charleston, 
W.Va.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100104/
ap_on_re_us/us_winter_weather

Jan. 5, 2010 China blames freak 
storm on global warming
By John Garnault - Herald 
Correspondent

BEIJING: Freak snowstorms and record 
low temperatures sweeping northern China 
are linked to global warming, say Chinese 
officials.

But, unlike the unseasonal snow falls that hit 
Beijing at the start of winter, the dump this 

week appears to have no link to the 
Government's relentless efforts to change 
the micro climate.

There are about 2000 weather modification 
offices in China, according to the media, 
which are responsible for bombing the skies 
with silver iodide to induce precipitation.

More than 2 million Beijing and Tianjin 
students were given the day off school 
yesterday because traffic was in chaos. On 
Sunday the capital received its biggest snow 
dump since 1951, immediately followed by 
the harshest Siberian winds in decades.

Tomorrow morning the mercury is forecast 
to plunge to minus 16, a 40-year low, after a 
day-time maximum of minus 8.

The head of the Beijing Meteorological 
Bureau, Guo Hu, linked the blizzard-like 
conditions this week to unusual atmospheric 
patterns caused by global warming.

''In the context of global warming, extreme 
atmospheric flows are causing extreme 
climate incidents to appear more frequently, 
such as the summer's rain storms and last 
year's icestorm disaster in southern China,'' 
Mr Guo told Beijing News.

Beijing winters are normally cold but arid, 
with most years recording only a light 
dusting of snow. On Sunday most of Beijing 
recorded between 10 and 20 centimetres of 
snow.

The city's north received 33 centimetres.

No officials have claimed credit for inducing 
or increasing the snow dump, in contrast to 
November 1 when Beijing recorded its 
earliest winter snowfall in 22 years. The 
Beijing Weather Modification Office later 
admitting it had fired 186 rockets into the air 
to break the drought.

Weather officials told some state media they 
were also behind a second snowfall in 
November, but told other outlets they were 
not. They kept silent when the city recorded 
its third big unseasonal dump that month.

The Beijing Weather Modification Office 
also claimed some credit for turning 
oppressive smog to a brilliant blue sky just 

in time for the national day military parade 
on October 1.

And it blasted the sky with 1104 rockets to 
keep the rain at bay for the opening 
ceremony of the Olympic Games last year.

Inner Mongolia, a region that is battling 
severe desertification, rents seven planes to 
seed rain clouds, according to the National 
Weather Modification Office.

''Our work scale is the largest in the world,'' 
Guo Xueliang, director of the Weather 
Modification Office told Southern Weekend. 
The newspaper reports that the program had 
previously been halted in 1980, after a 
decade in which 169 people were killed and 
410 injured due to unspecified weather 
manipulation-related accidents.

Beijing's first attempt at weather 
modification involved a fighter bomber 
dumping 200 kilograms of dry ice or 
common kitchen salt - depending on the 
source - into the clouds to break a drought 
in 1958, after an edict from the leader Mao 
Zedong.

CITIES SHIVER AROUND GLOBE

Cold weather has sent the mercury well 
below zero in:

Moscow -20C

Beijing -14C

Berlin -8C

New York -7C

London -5C

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/
china-blames-freak-storm-on-global-
warming-20100104-lq6t.html
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Vessel of Truth Ministry
A Non-Profit Organization

PO Box 530311
Livonia, MI 48153-0311

zdale@vesseloftruth.com

Sharing the sweet 
Water of Life with a" 
who thirst for Truth

Yahoshua HaMashiach “It 
is the Spirit that gives life, 

the flesh profits nothing.  
The words I speak to you 
are Spirit and are life”. 

Yohanan (John) 6:63

About Vessel of Truth Ministry
We exist to love and honor YHVH by serving all 
Israel, both returning Ephrayim and Yehudah, 
those who love YHVH and guard His commands, 
who are living the Life More Abundantly 
promised in Scripture while we reign with YHVH 
for the remainder of His Seventh Day.  Our 
expectation is to the Eighth Day, Shemini Atzeret, 
the Last Great and Eternal Day, when, in the 

twinkling of an eye, all who have so desired will return to our first estate to 
experience that which eye has not seen, ear has not heard and which has not 
even entered into the hearts of men - the indescribable awesomeness that is 
eternity in the presence of our Perfect Creator.

We seek to strengthen and prepare those who have answered the call to return 
to their Hebrew Roots of Scripture, YHVH's witnesses, His battle-axes, by 
sharing the understanding of the Word that we have been entrusted with for 
this purpose.  It is only His Word that serves to protect us, both spiritually and 
physically, as we follow YHVH further into His final battle against this Torah-
less generation and on into our rest that He has promised to all who will only 
hear and follow Him.

Shalom v’Ahava - Peace and Love - Dale

YHVH Yahoshua, “Set them apart in your Truth - Your Word is Truth.”
Yohanan (John) 17:17

“For I am

YHVH,

I Sha#

not

change...”
Mal’aki 3:6

“So sha# My
Word be that

goes forth out of
My mouth:
it sha# not 

return to
Me void...”

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 55:11

What is Truth?
YHVH covers you with His feathers, and under His wings you take refuge; 

His truth is a shield and armour.
Tehi"im (Psalms) 91:4

V E S S E L  O F  T R U T H

mailto:zdale@vesseloftruth.com
mailto:zdale@vesseloftruth.com

