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P R E S E N T S…

Wireless mice have been around for a tech eternity, but the problem they’ve always faced is how to keep them
charged. Some come with replaceable batteries, some have a charging dock, but there’s never been a truly
elegant, fuss-free solution. Which is why at T3 we’re pretty excited about Logitech’s new gaming mouse.

Logitech’s approach is wireless charging tech. It’s a two-part system: one is a mousepad base with induction charging

crammed inside (which is, in turn, connected to your computer). The second is a compatible gaming mouse – in this case

the G703 or G903 – which, when placed on the mousepad, is constantly charged in use. So, you never need to charge

up your mouse again, or even think about it. For gamers this will be heaven – gone is the anxiety of juice running out

mid-game, and so is, according to Logitech, the lag. Logitech G Lightspeed receivers built into the mice offer a wireless

connection that it says is even more responsive than a wired mouse – the weapon of choice for hardcore gamers not

wishing to incur the aforementioned battery woes, nor the tiny but crucial delay to their inputs. Both mice come with  

200 - 12,000DPI tracking, while the G903 also gets programmable buttons and customisable lighting.

Price Charging base $199.95 / G703 $149.95 / G903 $249.95 Available Now URL gaming.logitech.com/en-au

LOGITECH G POW ER PL AY
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With that in mind, we created our Ultimate Tech 
Wishlist feature (p50) with the goal to look at 
every category we could fit into these pages,
and find the best item to match your
circumstance. There are three options in each,
from the most affordable, to a sweet middle
spot, and then a no-limits blow-out that only
caters for the very best. Of course, just
because something is priced at a lower spec
than the ‘splurge’ option doesn’t means it’s not
worth considering – everything here is a qualit
option, holding a delicate balance between
price and features.
Nor does that mean we’ve neglected the rest o

the tech world. Android smartwatches have
stepped up, and we look at the most stylish and
feature-packed timepieces available (p44). This
issue’s State Of The Art pits three superb and
keenly-priced DSLRs against one another (p26).
We’ve also peered behind-the-scenes at a world-
class cycling outfit (p37) and even sent a copy

T3 into space (p60) – plus we show you how
do the same!
All that, and our usual round of advice
om the tech gurus who answer your burning
estions, and a terrific showcase of the
eat things to come.

Enjoy the issue.

Editor’s letter

Paul Taylor, Editor
paul.taylor03@futurenet.com
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T3 exists to bring you the  
best that tech has to offer,  
be it the bleeding edge to the 
most suitable piece of kit for  
your budget.

You’ll find more of our

team’s thoughts on tech,

along with the latest news, 

reviews and features at our 

sister site techradar.com/au.
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Discover 
more great 
ways to  
enjoy T3…

Digital edition
 The iPad edition of 

T3 features a raft of fresh 

content, including video 

and interactive articles. 

T3 is also available on 

Android devices.
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037

019 T3 HOME
Want to create your own 
personal weather station in 
your back garden? Then we’ll 
show you exactly how to do 
it – and with voice commands 
at your disposal, you can fulfil 
those Tim Bailey fantasies.

022   THE NEW 
MOVEMENT 
Ready your wrist for the new 
generation of Android Wear 2.0 
watches that do more than tell 
the time – and in style.

026  STATE OF THE ART  
Looking to get into professional 
photography or do more than 
just snap a regular picture on a 
smartphone? We test the design, 
handling and features of three 
sub-$1,500 DSLR cameras in 
pursuit of perfection.

060   MAN VS TECH 
We send T3 into space! And 
lucky for us it didn’t end up 
in a Gravity-style disaster.

Features
042

060
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010
PREVIEW

Explore the latest cutting
edge gadgets blowing up the
scene right now, including

the Samsung Galaxy Note 8,
Jaguar’s family friendly SUV,
and Sony’s A1 TV that uses its

screen as a speaker.

016
WE CAN

BUILD YOU...
So you want to be a YouTube

004 GAMECHANGER
006 WELCOME
114 MONEY NO OBJECT

091
DISCOVER THE BEST BUYING
GUIDE ON THE PLANET!

From laptops to tablets,
and cameras to wearables,
our pick of the very best
tech tells you what to buy

074

068
iMAC WITH RETINA

4K DISPLAY
The 4K iMac is back! But does

more power equal better?

074
LG SIGNATURE W7
LG’s latest panel could be the
finest and thinnest OLED

TV we’ve ever seen.

080
SURFACE BOOK

Microsoft’s cutting edge laptop
is the best of both worlds.

082
SMACKDOWN

Want some stellar speakers to
go on your lounge bookshelf?
Then you probably want one of

these bad boys Ruark goes
toe to toe with Wharfedale!

083
GOOGLE WIFI &

SENNHEISER
MOMENTUM

ON-EAR WIRELESS
Whole home Wi Fi and

noise cancelling headphones
with a very long name.

089
APPS

The best apps for working and
playing on your smartphone.

086

Essentials
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019

So you want to be a YouTube
star, huh? Well, here’s the tech

you need to set up your own
video production studio.

008
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10 Sony A1
11 Garmin VIRB 360
12 Nest Cam IQ
13 The North Face Apex 

THIS MONTH…
ISSUE 179  /  
OCT/NOV 2017

TECH, PEOPLE AND STYLES RIGHT NOW

Flex GTX jacket
14 Samsung Note 8

vs. Apple iPhone X
16 YouTube home studio

setup    

to add a 4G Wi-Fi hotspot to your vehicle
and never miss a tweet when you’re out
in the sticks.

Looks pretty spacious?
The luxurious interior offers superior
comfort to both driver and passengers,
and there’s bags of room in the 577-litre
capacity boot for bulky items like
suitcases and golf clubs. What’s more, if
you need to access the boot with armfuls
of luggage, press your foot under the rear
of the car and the Powered Gestureesture
Tailgate will opeill open or close, hands-free.

From $48,000, jaguar.com.au

SAFETY FIRST
The Jaguar E-Pace is rammed
with safety features, such
as emergency braking, lane

drift detection and a driver
condition monitor which

alerts tired drivers when
they need a reeak

Pow! So when can I place my order?
Start building the SUV of your dreams at 
jaguar.com.au today, ready for shipping in 
six months.

A new Jag for under $50K? What’s  
the catch!
There’s no catch – the E-Pace is simply 
an amazing value, family-friendly SUV.  
It’s massively customisable too, so there 
are plenty of performance and tech 
upgrades if you’ve got deep pockets.

Oh yeah, like what?
For starters, there are five fuel- 
efficient, environmentally friendly 
Ingenium engines to choose from,  
while Jaguar’s Configurable Dynamics 
system enables you to personalise 
everything from gearbox shift points,  
to steering and suspension response. 

Very cool. Is there much tech in  
the cockpit?
Touch Pro gives drivers instant control – 
using fingers or voice – over everything 
from navigation to phone calls across 
four customisable home screens. 
Upgrade to Jaguar’s Connect Pro Pack  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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 Hype

You get that classic Jag comfort
along with plenty of tech toys in the 
cockpit, including 4G internet

This looks great
as a comfortable 

gg

cruiser, with
some top tech.

,

EMERGENCY SERVICE
In the event of a 

breakdown or crash, the 
E-Pace’s Remote app makes 

an SOS call and pings 
your location and vehicle 
diagnostics, so help is 

never far away

Vital stats
199
The E-Pace model’s  
top speed in kilometres  
per hour

9.5
The time, in seconds, it 
takes the E-Pace to hit 
100 kilometres per hour

17
The diameter, in 
inches, of the  
E-Pace’s wheels

20
The numbers of speakers 

in the flagship 
Meridian sound system
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PREVIEW

What am I looking at here? A giant
IKEA picture frame?
This minimal rectangle isn’t a
‘Fjörksta’, it’s the latest flagship 4K
TV (available in two sizes) from
Sony. Don’t feel stupid for not
recognising it as a TV, though –
Sony’s designed it to look as
inconspicuous as possible. Only the
screen and a thin black bezel are
visible from the front, with no
speaker grill or stand to be seen.
Instead, business takes place at

Vital stats
8cm
The diameter of the
subwoofer, located
within the kickstand

3,840 x 2,160
The number of OLED
pixels that can be
turned on and off

65-inches
The largest Sony A1

would be a statement
piece in any room

Five degrees
The angle at which the
A1’s lush screen leans

back – so smooth!

TRIUMPHANT PICTURE
The Sony A1 4K OLED HDR TV 
has a Triluminos display, 
mapping colours from a 
wider palette and faithfully 
reproducing shades and hues 
for a realistic, lifelike and 
truly immersive look

AUDIO TRACKING
With the A1, Sony has turned 

the entire screen into a 
speaker. This means the 

audio can accurately track 
what’s happening on screen 

and match it, enhancing your 
overall viewing experience

the rear, with a kickstand housing 
the TV’s guts and subwoofer. 

Ok, but where are the speakers?
Sony’s innovated here, creating an 
‘acoustic surface’ using tiny 
actuators. In other words, it’s 
turned the screen into a speaker by 
using vibrating motors behind the 
panel. This allows for audio that can 
accurately track what happens on 
screen. It won’t shake the TV off 
your A/V unit, though – the 

micro-vibrations are imperceptible 
and won’t affect image quality.

But OLED panels are dull.
OLED has arguably looked a little 
lackluster in the past, but the 
latest generation is ace. Whereas 
LCD requires a backlight that 
illuminates the panel, here each 
OLED pixel can be switched on/off 
independently. The A1 supports 
Dolby Vision HDR, too, which is 
capable of vivid, ‘contrasty’ 

pictures. Powering it all is Sony’s X1 
Extreme chip that upscales HD 
footage to 4K and SDR to HDR.

It sounds pricey, but I want one. 
Surprisingly restrained, starting at 
$4,999 for the 55-inch, though 
bruising your wallet at $7,499 for 
the 65-inch. Yours to buy, right now. 

Sony A1
From $4,999, sony.com.au
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 Hype
GARMIN VIRB 360

Discover

I’m guessing this is a camera?
You guess correctly – the Garmin
Virb 360 is a waterproof, adventure-
ready, 360-degree camera capable
of capturing super-high-res video
and 15MP stills (extracted from
unstitched 5.7K-res video).

Whoa! Tell me more.
Easy there. The Virb 360 records
up to 5.7K/30fps unstitched and
4K/30fps with in-camera stitching
of the 360-degree footage. It has
four built-in mics to capture

surround audio, with three modes of 
4K spherical stabilisation ensuring 
smooth footage no matter how 
much the camera moves. 

So does this mean I can take it 
white-water rafting?
The Virb 360 is waterproof to 10 
metres. That spherical stabilisation 
tech we mentioned will smooth 
quick movements and reduce 
vibration, with the camera seeing 
what you see, capturing a complete 
sphere (horizontally and vertically) 

of high-res video and audio.  
Try not to swear.

Can I livestream with this camera?
Yarp, via the Virb mobile app you  
can livestream to YouTube and 
Facebook. You can also view your 
360-degree videos in VR (you’ll 
need a virtual reality headset, 
‘course), helping you to relieve 
those scary white-water moments.

Any data capture?
The camera has a series of sensors,

including GPS and GLONASS, 
barometer and accelerometer,  
to provide customisable G-Metrix 
data overlay options. Select from a 
template of data points and overlay 
will be displayed in your video.

Sweet! When can I buy this?
The Garmin Virb 360 is available 
to buy now.

Vital stats
10Three

The
4K

stabilisat

The number o
microphones, d

360-deg

GOING FULL SPHERE
Garmin’s new voice command 
360-degree camera is designed 
to capture a complete sphere of

CAUGHT
ON CAMER
The Garmin
Virb 360 is
a waterproof,
360-degree ca
with 4K spher
stabilisatio
one-touch
recording an
a number of
video modes.
It can also b
controlled fr
your NFC-enab
smartphone –
your phone on
camera to syn

Garmin Virb 360
$1,099, buy.garmin.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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HERE’S
AT YO
The Nest
130-degr
field of
expanded
that mea
in on pa
of video
in fidel
also a n
mode, pr
infrared

ats
ree
number of mics 
rating in tandem 
the Cam IQ

80p
4K sensor actually 
puts 1080p video, 
ing it super crisp

IN BABY
t Cam IQ is 
to set up: plug 
camera, download 
sync and go. 
IQ itself sits 
xible, pivoting 
netic stand 
u can sit on 
t surface where 
era can clearly 
the room

PREVIEW
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Hey, T3, Nest already has
a security camera.
You’re thinking of the Nest Cam 
Indoor and the Cam Outdoor. The 
app-controlled Cam IQ is Nest’s 
latest indoor security camera 
and, according to Nest, is “the 
security camera that outsmarts 
other security cameras”.

What makes it so smart?
The Cam IQ
streaming

high-powered video tech that Nest 
calls Supersight, which combines a 
4K sensor with HDR and intelligent 
imaging, all backed by a hexa-core 
Qualcomm processor. It also uses 
facial recognition tech to tell the 
difference between who’s welcome 
in your home and who isn’t.

How does it know who’s who?
You can programme Nest Aware

regular access to your home 
without setting alarm bells ringing. 
The Cam IQ will notify you when 
family members or friends have 
arrived home. If it spots an intruder, 
it will automatically zoom in and 
follow their activity, pinging an 
alert to your smartphone.

And then what happens?
The Nest Cam IQ uses a powerful,

echo suppression on the HD Talk 
and Listen audio feed, so you can 
hear intruders clearly – and they 
can hear you when you tell them 
you’ve called the police. 

Sounds good. When is this out?
It’s out now overseas, though we 
expect it locally by next year.

Nest Cam IQ
US$299, nest.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

S LOOKING
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 Hype
The North Face Apex Flex Jacket
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But I already have a rain jacket...
Give it to charity. Seriously. You
might as well have been wearing
a $2 plastic poncho this entire
time. The North Face Apex Flex is
a jacket designed to cater for
all-season weather and look -
and wear - better than anything
else on the market.

Fine, it’s gone. What do I get here,
O Ye Of The Fancy Jacket?
Good work. Say hello to three

Vital stats
15 mins
The length of time T3 was
hosed by our colleagues
before they gave up.

680
Weight of The North Face
Apex Flex Jacket
in grams

Three
Layers of material
fused together to
make each jacket

100%
The amound of rain

repelled by the
GoreTex membrane

DROP TAIL
The slightly longer back 
end keeps the wind out  

when wearing a backpack 
out on the trails or on 

your pushbike.

layers of material fused together, 
and this trio of is barely a 
millimetre thick. On the outside is 
a stretchy woven fabric, and an 
ultra-soft knit on the inside. Then 
sandwiched between those is a 
breathable GoreTex membrane to 
keep the water where it should be 
– out. The end result of this 
three-way fusion is a jacket that 
feels closer to wearing your 
favourite hoody than an improbably 
waterproof raincoat. 

So it’s rainproof, windproof and 
breathable? 
Yep, and because it’s so versatile 
and climate-controlled you can 
wear this for 12 months of the year. 
A waterproof PU front zipper, velcro 
cuffs, cinch-cord hem and an 
adjustable (hat- and climbing 
helmet-friendly) hood keep things 
snug on those cooler rainy days. 
The inner lining also makes it easy 
to slip on and off when you need to 
layer up, and at the same time feels

great against the skin as a single 
layer when the mercury climbs. 
Pit-venting saves you if things do 
get a bit sweaty. The trade off is 
weight, as the Apex Flex comes in 
at a beefy 680g. It’s worth it.

Give it to me, I’m cold and I love it!
The North Face Apex Flex Jacket is 
yours to buy right now.

The North Face Apex Flex Jacket
$450, thenorthface.com.au

in grams.GoreTex membrane

POCKET ROCKET
The material fusion  
means there’s no pockets 
on the inside of the Apex 
Flex but there are three  
(two front and one chest)
on the outide.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Well, T3, what have we here?
Quite possibly your next phone - if you like 
‘em big, that is. The Note 8 is Samsung’s 
super-sized new handset, sporting an S8+ 
beating 6.3-inch screen. It’s huge, backed 
up by slightly more weight and larger 
dimensions over its ‘smaller’ sibling.

It looks like the S8!
So you noticed. The Note 8 features 
Samsung’s signature Infinity Edge Super 
AMOLED display, packing an eye-searing 
QHD+ display just like the S8, so it’ll look 
gorgeous from any angle. It’s got some 
extra usability, though, thanks to the 
included S Pen stylus, which gives the 
Note 8 a productivity-on-the-go 
advantage for some tasks. 

Wow. Is it speedy?
You bet. It features an octa-core 64-bit 
10nm processor and 6GB RAM. The only 
sticking point is the smaller 3,300mAh 
battery – we really hope Samsung has 
optimised Android 7.1.1 to ensure  
all-day battery life.

Tell me about that camera…
Ah, nice spot. The Note 8’s most striking 
feature is its dual camera setup. With a 
wide-angle 12MP Dual Pixel lens and a 
telephoto 12MP, you’ll be able to get 
regular shots and then zoom in close to 
objects without losing image clarity.

When can I get my (large) mitts on this?
Big hands rejoice, it’s due 22 September. 

FRINGE 
BENEFIT

As with the S8, the 
Note 8 features 

the Infinity Edge 
display, giving you 

that incredible 
edge-to-edge look

SUPER SNAPS! 
Dual cameras feature for 

the first time in a Galaxy 
phone, giving it a major 

upgrade in the photography 
department. You’ll be able 
to shoot wide and far, with 

stunning results

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Vital stats
6.3
The size of that jumbo 
display, in inches – 
bigger than the S8+

64GB
The capacity of the 
Galaxy Note 8’s  
internal storage

12MP
The resolution of the 
dual cameras on the 

Note 8’s rear 

195g
The weight of the  

Note 8; 22g heavier 
than the Galaxy S8+

Samsung Galaxy Note 8
$1,499, samsung.com

Samsung’s 
biggest phone 
could be its best.



Apple needed a big leap,
and the iPhone X is it.

 Hype
APPLE IPHONE X
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CHARGE ME UP
The iPhone X uses the Qi wireless 
charging system. A new AirPower  
mat, out in 2018, will charge this 
and other Apple products, too.

SUPER SNAPS
The rear camera array, 
comprised of a wide-
angle f/1.8 lens and  

a telephoto f/2.4 lens, 
shoots 4K video at up to 
60fps and 1080p slo-mo 

at up to 240fps.

Vital stats
5.8
The size of the AMOLED  
display in inches, taking 
up the whole of the front

1 in 1,000,000
The chance of a stranger

ing your phone

256GB
Maximum capacity of  

the iPhone X’s  
internal storage

12MP
The r solution of the
dua
rear

Crikey, that phone’s just a screen!
Apart from the speaker grill that houses a 
front-facing ‘TrueDepth’ 7MP camera, this 
is all screen. The 2,436 x 1,125 AMOLED, 
HDR display measures 5.8-inches but the 
overall size is smaller than a Plus-sized 
iPhone, and should feel lighter at 174g.  

Gasp – that means the home button’s gone!
Correct, and so has the fingerprint sensor. 
Now, you swipe up from the bottom of the 
screen to return to your home screen, and 
to unlock your phone you’ll use FaceID. 
The TrueDepth camera system uses an 
infrared camera,dot projector and flood 
illuminator to map the features of your 
mug when you look at it. Apple says the 
camera won’t be fooled by a photo, or 
even a convincing mask. 

So the camera’s only used for security?
Not at all, there’s fun to be had with 
Animoji, which animates your expressions 
in a dozen different creatures, all powered 
by the four-core A11 Bionic processor. 
Apple never discloses RAM so we’ll have 
to chisel open an iPhone X to find out.

What about the rear camera, then?
There’s two lenses on the rear, an f/1.8 
(wide-angle) and improved f/2.4 aperture 
(telephoto) lens, each backed by a 12MP 
sensor apiece. You’ll have plenty of space 
to store your pics, on either a 64GB model, 
or a 256GB version for $1,829.

I’m in, but when’s it out?
Apple iPhone X is yours from 3 November, 
and so is the also-revealed iPhone 8 
(which is a slightly dressed-up 7). 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Apple iPhone X
From $1,579, apple.com/au
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eID
ameras on
f the iPhone



WE CAN BUILD YOU…
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Everything you need for your directorial 
debut... or angry video game rants

A YOUTUBE  
HOME STUDIO

 01CANON EOS 80D 
There will always be a debate 

over whether you should be using a 
dedicated video camera or a DLSR, but 
given its size, price and features, such 
as its smooth focus for changing the 
focal point of your shot on the fly, it’s 
hard to argue against the 80D. The only 
downside is that you’ll have to purchase 
the lenses separately, but it’s worth it 
for the image stabilization alone.
$1,599, canon.com.au

 02 SENNHEISER MKE 2Audio is the most important thing 
when it comes to YouTube videos. Most 
of your audience won’t mind (or even 
notice) if you don’t frame every shot 
correctly but if the sound isn’t up to 
standard they’ll let you know about it. 
On-board mics on DSLRs – even the 80D 
– just aren’t up to scratch, so plug a 
lavalier wired microphone (frequently 
used in television and theatre) into the 
camera’s 3.5mm jack for crystal-clear 
audio whenever you want to present to 
camera or record a voiceover track.
$379, en-au.sennheiser.com

 03SPECTRUM AURORA MINI 
COMPLETE MAKE UP & 

BEAUTY STUDIO RING LIGHT 
If you’re shooting outside you should be 
able to make do with the natural light, 
but for low-light conditions or vlogging 
from your home, setting up a bit of extra 
lighting is vital for a pro look. This light 
uses 180 natural, 5500K-rated LEDs to 
give you perfect lighting, whether you’re 
filming a head-and-shoulders shot of 

yourself or a product you’re reviewing. 
$499.99, hypop.com.au

 04RAZER BLADE NVIDIA 
GEFORCE GTX 1060

Processing video files takes a lot of 
CPU power, but the 2.8GHz quad-core 
processing power inside this laptop will 
be able to handle everything you throw 
at it. You may have a desktop PC or Mac 
which can do the job, but you’ll need 
a mobile workstation you can carry 
around with you to use anywhere, to 
get your videos up no matter what.
From $2,799.95, razerzone.com

 05MANFROTTO 290 LIGHT 
KIT VIDEO HEAD

Wobbly shots should be avoided at all 
costs, so investing in a sturdy tripod is 
well worth it if you want to give your 
videos a much more professional look.   
The 290 Light is incredibly easy to set up 
and as the name hints, it’s lightweight, 
weighing only 1.8kg, so it’s also great for 
carrying around with you.  The head can 
hold a payload of up to 4kg.
$258.01, johnbarry.com.au

 06HD60 GAME CAPTURE 
If you’re thinking about starting 

a gaming channel then you’ll need 
something to capture those clips of your 
mega skills from your console. The HD60 
plugs straight into your laptop and 
comes with free software, allowing you 
to capture HDMI signals at up to 1080p in 
60fps. Of course if you’re not into 
gaming you can cross this off your list. 
$249.95, elgato.com

WHERE’S THE 
SUPPORT?

Handheld tracking 
shots are really 
hard to pull off, 

especially when out 
on location, but the 

Befree has a very 
clever Live Fluid 

Head, so when you’re 
panning and tilting 
your shots you can 
be sure the camera 
will stay balanced 



FULLY  
KITTED
You don’t 
just get 
the light, 
you also 
score two 
retangular 
softboxes 
to spread 
the glow, 
giving you 
more creative 
control

 Hype
WE CAN BUILD YOU…
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PERFECT SHOT
The Canon EOS 80D 

allows you to record 
in either MP4 or MOV 

file formats depending 
on your editing and 
file size needs. You 

can also use the 
camera’s built-in Wi-Fi 

connection (via the 
free Canon app) for 

remote shooting direct 
from your phone

LITTLE BLACK BOX
The HD60 acts as a throughput straight 
to your TV so you can continue to game on 
the big screen while your laptop works 
away in the background capturing all your 
best moments… or worst. Probably best to 
take the latter out before sharing 

06

The right gear can 
make even novice 
videos look pro
CLAIRE DAVIES, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

SOUNDING OFF
Using an omni-directional
microphone means you can be
confident that your voice will
be heard. Even if all you’ve
got to talk about is how you
think your dog might be psychic

02

EDITING SUITE
Use some of the Razer 

Blade’s 256GB of SSD storage 
(available for purchase 

with up  to 1TB) to install 
Adobe Creative Cloud for 
a professional on-the-go 
editing studio. Make sure 

you get an external drive to 
store all your footage.

04

01

03
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THIS MONTH…

THE SET-UP: NETATMO
PERSONAL WEATHER STATION
Never get caught out in the
rain again with this smart
weather monitoring system

SAVED BY THE BELL
Ring’s Video Doorbell 2 is
your eye on your front door, 
all day every day

SMART HOME SURGERY
Our panel of connected home
experts are here to answer 
your questions
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THE
SET-UP
Each issue, we show you how to set
up a key piece of connected-home
tech. This month… Netatmo Personal 
Weather Station

YOUR PERSONAL WEATHER STATION
Everything you need to start mastering the elements comes in the Netatmo Urban
Weather Station starter kit, batteries and all. Two pre-paired sensor towers,
one for inside and one for outside, connect to your Wi-Fi network and collect
a wide range of environmental data such as weather, temperature, air and noise
pollution. You can access all of this data through the free Netatmo companion
app for Android, iOS and web, and use it to create a more comfortable living 
environment and plan outdoor activities knowing exactly what’s up. 



WORK WITH THE
ENVIRONMENT,
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Want to avoid stress over summer? If you’re

tired of your BBQ plans becoming a wash-

out or you want to know exactly how many

layers you should be wearing, then you need 

Netatmo’s Urban Weather Station.

Tracking the weather where you are in

real-time as well as giving the forecast for the

week ahead is only one small part of what

Netatmo’s Weather Station does. Through its

two Wi-Fi-connected sensors it actually allows

you to monitor and track your environment 

both inside and out.

By environment we mean temperature,

air pressure, humidity, air pollution levels,  

CO
2

concentration and noise levels.

Having access to this information allows

you to easily make your living environment

more comfortable and plan outdoor activities 

accordingly. Rather than waking up in the

morning and assuming bright sunlight means

it’s warm enough outside for shorts, you can

simply check your Netatmo app for the exact

and ‘feels like’ temperature where you are.

For greater depth, you can expand your

Netatmo network to include more indoor and

outdoor modules. Additional indoor modules

allow you to monitor several rooms in your

home, while adding outdoor wind and rain

gauges makes weather tracking more specific.

It’s a sprawling kit, but every Netatmo

weather sensor is united by the Netatmo app

for iOS, Android and desktop, which displays

all of the data collected in an easy-to-read

way. Through the app you can also create

personalised notifications, so if you’d like

to be alerted when it begins to rain, the app

will send you an immediate push notification.

The recent integration with Amazon Alexa

means finding out the temperature can be  

as simple as asking your Echo device.

The Urban Weather Station starter kit costs

$299.99. For each additional indoor module

(up to three more are supported) it costs

$149.95, while the rain and wind gauges are

an additional $149.95 and $199.99 respectively.

WITH NETATMO’S URBAN WEATHER STATION, THE
WEATHER WILL NEVER TAKE YOU BY SURPRISE

THE SET-UP
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DIG DEEPER
If you’re looking to track with even
more depth and access more detailed
data, you can also add additional
indoor and outdoor modules to your
Netatmo network. Up to three additional 
indoor sensors can be installed and
placed throughout your home. In terms
of outdoor modules, you can purchase
a wind gauge that tracks wind speed
and direction, and a separate rain
gauge to track rain levels. All of this
additional data is also accessible in
the Netatmo app and will open up further 
personalised notification options.

Learn how
Netatmo and
Google can
work for you
P22



Home can also access the

data from your additional

outdoor modules. Installing

the rain gauge in your

garden will take the

guesswork out of measuring

rainfall, especially if you’ve

been away, meaning you

don’t have to worry about

over-watering your flowers.

“OK GOOGLE, ASK
NETATMO TO GET THE
RAIN MEASUREMENTS
FOR THE GARDEN”

 Got more than one  

indoor sensor? Naming 

them within the Netatmo 

app enables Google Home 

to tell them apart. If you’re 

in the kitchen and the kids 

are ruling the living room, 

Home and Netatmo can help 

you monitor noise levels.

“OK GOOGLE, ASK 
NETATMO IS IT NOISY 
IN THE LIVING ROOM?”

 If you can’t decide 

whether or not you need a 

jacket, you can remove all 

doubt by asking Google 

Home to access the data 

from your outdoor Netatmo 

sensor. This means minimal 

time-wasting when you only 

need to know one thing.

“OK GOOGLE, ASK 
NETATMO WHAT’S 
THE TEMPERATURE 
OUTSIDE?”

USEFUL HANDS-
FREE COMMANDS
Just ask Google
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MAKE IT PERSONAL
 On the app’s settings, 
click your station’s 
name and scroll down 
to ‘advanced settings’
to personalise your

notifications. There are
eight notifications to

turn on or off but you can
set more specific alerts
too. If you want to know
when a room has reached
a certain temperature,
Netatmo can alert you.

REGISTER
YOUR DEVICE
 First download the 

Netatmo app from Google 
Play or iTunes, or access
it from your desktop. From
here, create a Netatmo 

account and start setting
up your sensors. The app 

will guide you through the
process. The sensors are 
pre-paired, so it’s simply
a matter of connecting 
them to your home Wi-Fi.

MORE MODULES
 Adding more modules can 

be done on the app’s main 
page. To add the wind and 
rain gauges, swipe left on
the outdoor section of the
display and the options to
install them will appear.

Tapping install will
prompt the app to guide

you through the process of
setting up these modules
and connecting them to
your existing network.

LOCATION,
LOCATIO LOCATION

 Once it’s set up, name 
your indoor sensor.  

We recommend naming it 
after the room it’s in 

for convenience. Although
they’re weatherproof, 

keep the sensors out of 
direct sunlight. It’s also
important to keep them 
relatively close to each 
other and your router to
maintain their connection.

ADDING GOOGLE
 Finally you can connect 
your Netatmo Weather 
Station to a Google 

Assistant-enabled device.  
A good place to start
is ifttt.com so you can 
create logical commands. 
Then you can ask Google 
for information rather 
than opening the app.

Specify “ask Netatmo” in 
every request so Google 
doesn’t search online.

GET THE DATA
 Now you can access 

the environmental data 
on the app’s main page. 
Measurements for outside 
are on top, there’s a 

scrollable six-day weather 
forecast in the middle and 
at the bottom you have the 
data for inside. Not sure 
what a measurement is? Tap 
the ‘i’ on the right of the 
screen and a transparent 
overlay will tell you.

Monitor your environment and optimise your living space

MASTER THE ELEMENTS

1

1

4

2

5

3

6

2

3

“If you’re a stats geek like me, Netatmo’s system will bring you 
pure data joy. But it’s also great to have hyper-local and accurate 
weather information, so you’re never caught out.”
PAUL TAYLOR, EDITOR



View live footage from
Ring’s Video Doorbell 2
if you’re home or away

Ring’s previous connected 

doorbell alerted you to  

visitors and kept an eye on 

the outside of your house, no 

matter whether you’re home 

or away (angle it right and it 

might see your neighbours 

too). Now the Ring Video 

Doorbell 2 ($329) is available 

in Australia, and it does 

things differently to other 

connected bells.

Convenience comes first 
though, as the Doorbell 
2 runs off a rechargeable 
battery or mains power. 
While you’ll have to do a 

little bit of DIY to install it, 
renters can conceivably take 
this with them when moving 
house. Recharging the 
battery is simple, charging 
via a standard micro USB 
cord. Additional batteries 
are $79 each.

The 1080p camera can 
be set up to monitor zones 

outside your home, and 
will send a notification to 
your smartphone when 
someone presses the bell 
or enters one of the zones. 
Tap the notification and 
you have a live feed to the 
doorbell. The app can be 
set up to schedule when this 
function is on or off – useful 

if you’re at home and don’t 
want your phone and bell 
sounding off at the same 
time, but invaluable when 
you’re at work or on holiday. 

Pair it with the Chime Pro 
($79) to ensure the doorbell 
isn’t out of range of your 
network – handy if your 
router is far away from the 
bell itself. Whether you’re 
using your home Wi-Fi or 
mobile data you can talk to 
whoever’s at the door, and 
the IR detectors offer clarity 
close to nighttime vision.
ring.com

Opt for the Ring 
Video Recording 
subscription (from 
$4/month) and 
you’ll get access 
to archived footage 
that you can share

The Ring Chime Pro 
is both an indoor 
ringer and range 
extender, and a 
smart accessory 
to boost network

ge

Improve your home security with the Ring Video 
Doorbell 2 whether you’re inside or on holiday

SAVED BY THE BELL
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LISA B, NEWCASTLE

THE EXPERTS
There’s nothing these lot 
don’t know about smart homes

CLAIRE DAVIES
Sleep expert Claire

knows all about
wellbeing tech and
keeping yourself
healthy around the

house. She also knows more than
is healthy about kitchen gadgets!

DAN GRABHAM
 T3.com’s editor is 

well on his way to smart 
home nirvana, with 
every kind of internet-
connected appliance 

you can imagine, and every voice-
control assistant out there.

MATT BOLTON
 T3’s wireless home 

fanatic, Matt is 
obsessed with all 
things TV and home 
streaming, as well as 

home monitoring, from temperature 
to weather to energy usage.

NICK ODANTZIS
 Paranoia has taken 

hold of wordsmith Nick, 
and therefore he’s 
become a smart 
home-security expert. 

He has no fewer than 11 connected 
cameras dotted around his house.

DUNCAN BELL
 Lifestyle editor 

Duncan is a connected- 
home – and multi-room- 
audio – expert, and can 
advise on everything 

from setting up your Sonos to getting 
Amazon Echo to order you a puppy.

DAN GRABHAM
REPLIES:
At present, the prospect of 
your home ‘being hacked’ 
is quite remote. However, 

with so many devices like smart 
bulbs, thermostats and kitchen 
appliances now connecting to the 
internet, such attacks could become 
more common in the future.

The first and best thing you can  
do to protect your smart home from 
hackers is to change all access 
passwords from their default ones to 
something unique to you. Use strong 
passwords that consist of letters, 
numbers and symbols. If two-factor 
authentication is available, use it – 
Google and Apple now support this.  
It sends you a second code (usually  
to your phone or other ‘trusted’

device), which you need to enter in
addition to your password.

Many devices will keep their own 
software (firmware) up-to-date, but it’s 
important to always download updates 
for all your devices, whether that’s a 
Dell XPS laptop running Windows 10, 
an Apple TV or a Nest Protect. This will 
keep your smart home gadgets as safe 
as possible from weaknesses that 
hackers might try to exploit. 

Many routers, such as the Netgear 
Nighthawk AC1750 Smart Wi-Fi 
Router, enable you to create a ‘guest’ 
network to be used by visitors, so you 
don’t need to give out your main 
access code. That’s important if you 
run a small business from your home. 
And never allow someone remote 
access to your network – especially  
if they called you out of the blue!

 SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO: letters@t3.com.au or facebook.com/T3Australia

How can I protect my 
smart home from hackers?
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 SMART HOME SURGERY
YOUR CONNECTED-HOME QUERIES ANSWERED BY T3’S EXPERTS



I bought a Nest 
Camera and 
Philips Hue 
lights. Are there 
benefits to 
syncing them?

NICK ODANTZIS 
REPLIES:
Keeping Nest and Philips 
Hue apart is like sitting 
Elton John and Tim Rice at 

the same piano but not allowing them 
to write together. Or something. The 
point is, yes there are benefits to 
making these gadgets talk to one 
another. As you’ll know from the 
product blurb, Philips Hue smart 
LED lights can be fully automated, 
enabling you to create a bespoke 
lighting routine. When teamed with 
the Nest Camera, Hue lighting can 
lower your electricity bills. 

How? Nest is a learning camera, 
right? So when it recognises you’re 
away but the lights are still blazing,  
it’ll switch off the Hue lights for you, 
saving you electricity. When you’re on 
holiday, Nest and Hue can team up to 
switch the lights on and off at random 
times, making it seem like you’re 
home. You can also make it so that 
when Nest detects you’re coming 
home, your Hue lights turn themselves 
on in certain rooms.

As for the benefits of Nest Protect 
working with Philips Hue lights, when 
Protect senses carbon monoxide or 
smoke it will tell the lights to blink red, 
warning you that the air is dangerous. 
A potentially life-saving benefit.

ROB S, WOLLONGONG

CLAIRE DAVIES
REPLIES:
Google Home is a clever 
smart speaker and many 
people are using it to 

automate their bedtime and morning 
routines. So yes, it would make a fine 
alarm clock. To help it take on this 
role, say “Okay, Google, set an alarm 
for 6am” or whenever you get up.  
You can also tell Google Home to set 
an alarm to wake you from naps, or 
to create recurring alarms. You can 
name each alarm and stop them  
by saying, “Okay, Google”. 

But listen, we’d be remiss for not 
pointing out that using a Google Home 

SARAH S, BYRON BAY

speaker solely as an alarm clock is a 
criminal waste of good tech. Staying 
with a bedroom theme, why not use 
Google Home’s My Day feature, when 
lying in bed, to get updates on the 
weather, traffic and any events logged 
in your Google Calendar? Once you’ve 
set-up the My Day feature via the 
Google Home app, just say, “Okay, 
Google, tell me about my day”. 

Trouble sleeping? Google Home  
has a library of 15 ambient sounds, 
transforming it into a relaxing sound 
machine. The library sounds (babbling 
brook, fireplace, white noise, etc), will 
play for one hour. Just say, “Okay, 
Google, play white noise,” to start. 

SURVIVE HEAT AND DAMP WITH A DEHUMIDIFIER
Why you need them and which one to buy

Now that summer is 

underway, there’s the 

risk of humidity and the 

health problems that 

causes. Air pollutants 

rise during such time, 

which can make allergies 

worse, aggravate already 

sensitive skin, cause 

headaches and prolong 

viruses. The air in your 

home is susceptible to 

high humidity, so a 

dehumidifier could prove 

a wise investment. These 

devices draw moisture 

from the air, making 

them a godsend for 

damp houses. There are 

two main dehumidifiers: 

a refrigerant (known as a 

compressor) that works 

at higher temperatures 

and higher humidities, 

and desiccant 

dehumidifiers, suitable 

for garages and 

conservatories. The 

Cli-Mate 20L Compressor 

Dehumidifier and 

Dyson’s Humidifier  

make excellent choices.

I was bought a Google Home. 
How do I set alarms with it?

ysyn

 SMART HOME SURGERY
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Words: Gavin Stoker
Photography: Neil Godwin

Take your  

MARTPHONE OR TABLET
MIGHT BE KINGS OF
CONVENIENCE WHEN IT
COMES TO SNAPSHOTS AND

SELFIES, BUT DIGITAL SLRS –
DSLRS – ARE STILL THE ‘DON’
FOR PICTURE QUALITY LIKE THE 
PROFESSIONALS.
Put simply, a DSLR and interchangeable lens

will allow the user to keep their subject sharp 

and subtly blur the background, so the

intended focus of the shot really jumps out at

the viewer. This can be done by adjusting depth

of field, getting up close to the subject and

using a bright (also known as ‘fast’) aperture,

or simply standing back and zooming in. In

short, a DSLR offers photographers that nth

degree of creative control. Put a picture from a

smartphone side by side with one from a DSLR

and, although up until now you may have been

satisfied with your phone snaps, you’ll quickly

see the difference.

People get put off owning a DSLR by

perceived bulk – admittedly, you can’t just

stick one in your pocket, though each here will

fit in a shoulder bag or small pack – and get 

daunted by a possible learning curve and,

perhaps, price. By buying into a DSLR you’re

also buying into a camera system; so that’s not 

just the main body, but also lenses and

accessories, such as flashguns, external

microphones, filters and lens converters.

However the cameras we’re featuring here all

come with a lens for the prices quoted (with

‘street’ prices cheaper still), so you can get up

and running straight away – shoot reliably on 

‘auto’ to start with, until your confidence

grows – and just add to your setup when

budget allows and creativity requires.

S

01
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State of the Art



PRO QUALITY PICTURES DEMAND A DSLR.  
SO WHICH IS THE BEST, WITH LENS, FOR UNDER $1,800?

 best shot

Pentax K-70
Pitched as being designed
for outdoor photography,
this semi-pro DSLR is
dustproof and weather-
resistant, yet compact at
the same time.
PRICE: $1,149 with SMC DA
18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 ED AL (IF)
DC WR lens
URL: pentax.com.au

built-in Bluetooth plus
pop-up flash. Adds a swivel
and tilt LCD and video
capabilities.
PRICE: $1,299 (body only),
plus $499 for EF-S 18-55mm
f/4-5.6 IS STM lens
URL: canon.com.au

with its 24.2 megapixel
resolution, vari-angle
touch screen and Full HD
video clips?
PRICE: $1,199.95 with AF-P
DX Nikkor 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6G
VR lens
URL: nikon.com.au

1
WHAT’S ON TEST…

02

03
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 State of the Art 
DSLR CAMERAS
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State of the Art

Canon’s 77D provides a
grip large enough to curl
three fingers around

TEST01:

done well to achieve its compact proportions

whilst offering a weather and dust resistant

body. The kit lens on offer – an 18-135mm –

provides a broader focal range, but we don’t get

the second top plate LCD of the Canon for

adjusting functions. We are however provided

with the positive of a flip and twist LCD

monitor at the back. All the key functions are

represented and easily reached.

More streamlined and just plain sexier than

both, Nikon’s D5600, paired with a 18-55mm

zoom lens for our comparison, doesn’t find

room for a top plate LCD unfortunately, but

like its rivals it does locate a flexible angle

adjustable monitor. Incidentally, the relatively

compact dimensions of each of the three

DSLRs ensures that we aren’t squishing noses

up against the larger screen when shooting 

with the camera at eye level as badly as on 

bulkier pro models. While relative size and 

grip moulding meant we were able to get a 

firmer grasp on the 77D than the D5600, we 

did prefer the latter to the less comfortable 

experience of hand holding the Pentax. 

ompact yet delivering a very

traditional DLR design, Canon’s

77D provides a grip large enough

to curl three adult fingers around,

whilst our forefinger hovers over the shutter

release button located at its topper-most edge;

thumb resting on a rear leather effect pad.

This makes for a strong, steady hold. While

it’s possible to shoot with one hand with eye

pressed against the optical viewfinder, it feels

more natural for the left hand to rest on the

lens barrel – here we were using the 18-55mm

image stabilised (‘IS’) zoom – to achieve level

horizons.

With a blockier design that makes it appear

large, until you set it side by side with the in

fact similarly sized Canon – Pentax’s K-70 has

NIKON D5600

Nikon’s compact D5600 features built-in stereo microphones

C

They may look the part, but how do
they handle in practice?

SPECS
MEGAPIXELS
(EFFECTIVE): 24.2
megapixels
SENSOR: APS-C
23.5x15.6mm CMOS
VIEWFINDER: Optical,
95% coverage
LCD: 3.2-inch vari-

angle touch screen,
1037K dots
CONNECTIVITY:
USB, HDMI, microphone
jack
BATTERY: Rechargeable
lithium ion pack (up
to 970 shots from full

charge)
STORAGE: SD, SDHC, 
SDXC card
WEIGHT: 465g with 
battery and card
DIMENSIONS: 
124x97x70mm

We preferred the robust feel & layout of 
the Canon. Although the Pentax’s weather-
proofing’s a plus, it’s heavier, while the 
compact Nikon’s grip didn’t sit comfortably

CANON EOS 77D
Test 01 winner

DESIGN &
HANDLING
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PENTAX K-70

Pentax’s K-70 suggests good value by offering a weather-proofed body The 77D’s additional LCD window on its top plate displays key functions

SPECSSPECS
MEGAPIXELS 
(EFFECTIVE):  
24.2 megapixels
SENSOR: APS-C 
23.5x15.6mm CMOS
VIEWFINDER: Optical, 
100% field of view
LCD: 3-inch, 921K dots

CONNECTIVITY: USB, 
HDMI, microphone jack
BATTERIES: 
Rechargeable lithium 
ion pack (up to 480 
shots from full 
charge)
STORAGE: SD, SDHC, 

SDXC card
WEIGHT: 688g with 
battery and card 
DIMENSIONS: 
93x125.5x74mm

MEGAPIXELS 
(EFFECTIVE):  
24.2 megapixels
SENSOR:APS-C 
22.3x14.9mm CMOS 
VIEWFINDER: Optical, 
95% coverage
LCD: 3-inch vari-angle 

touch screen, 1040K 
dots
CONNECTIVITY: USB, 
mini HDMI, microphone 
port, headphone socket
BATTERY: Rechargeable 
lithium ion pack (up 
to 600 shots from  

full charge) 
STORAGE: SD card
WEIGHT: 540g with 
battery and card
DIMENSIONS: 
131x99.9x76.2mm

CANON EOS 77D

MATERIAL GOODS  
AREN’T IMMATERIAL
It’s a largely personal choice as to whether you 
prefer a chunky feeling camera in your grip or 
one that’s more portably lightweight – here the 
materials used in the build can matter

 A case in point is our first test 
winner, Canon. The 77D has an 
aluminium chassis at its core, in 
order to provide a skeleton that’s 
strong yet lightweight with it, 
covered with a standard 
polycarbonate resin and glass fibre 
outer shell. The result is a camera 
that is robust yet not heavy. Nikon 

uses a single piece carbon 
reinforced shell, with the camera 
marginally more compact and 
lighter than the Canon, suiting 
those with smaller hands. The 
Pentax is noticeably the heaviest, 
but then its weather-proofed 
bodywork is more built for 
heavy-duty operation.
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FEATURES

Again the photo stalwart comes out
tops. It’s a great all-rounder, making for a
sound choice unless the weather-proofed
capabilities of the Pentax are crucial to you

CANON EOS 77D
Test 02 winner

The Nikon’s on-board ‘Picture Control’ system can apply Vivid or Monochrome 

digital filters

FOCUS SPEED & ACCURACY

The test

WE FOUND THE NIKON NOT QUITE AS SWIFT AS THE CANON AT FINDING ITS
TARGET, SOMETIMES NEEDING TO RE-FOCUS, ESPECIALLY FOR BUSIER SCENES.
THIS FEELS VERY MUCH A CONSUMER RATHER THAN A PRO TOOL, THOUGH ITS 

5FPS TOP CAPTURE SPEED IS CERTAINLY ACCEPTABLE

NIKON D5600TEST 02:

t’s not about gimmicks when it

comes to DSLRs features, but

rather those essentials that may

directly affect performance. All

three here are a match for physical sensor size, 

in that they all use APS-C chips, plus

resolution offered – here an effective 24.2

megapixels each – so, if you’d usually make

a camera buying decision largely on pixel

count, you’re going to have to delve a little

deeper. Auto focus (‘AF’) performance – how 

quickly each locks onto target – is very

important, as is how much of the picture frame

seen through the optical viewfinder or LCD the 

camera has covered.

What you see is generally what you want to

get, so the rough rule of thumb is the more AF

points the better. With the camera held up to

the eye, the Canon offers 45 cross-type AF

points across the frame – meaning that if the

subject is at any one of them, it’ll theoretically

be sharp, which is useful for action shots, the 

The rough rule of
thumb is the more AF 
points the better
Nikon countering with 39 AF points and the 

Pentax offering just 11 AF points.

Accessing key functions fast on a DSLR is

also crucial. That’s why we loved the fact the

EOS 77D features a smaller top plate screen,

displaying key functions settings at a glance

that can be altered on-the-fly via a button

press and scroll of the camera’s control wheel.

Nikon and Pentax don’t offer this, which is a

feature normally seen on more pro-grade

models. The Canon is also festooned with 

buttons and dials providing function

shortcuts, resulting in a busier layout, but in

truth the Nikon and Pentax also have the

essentials covered, including shooting mode

wheels and the ability to activate Live View.

Again, it’s worth noting that whichever

DSLR you choose, you’re also buying into its

‘system’ – meaning whichever dedicated

lenses, flashes and numerous accessories are

also available. Should you imagine expanding

your photographic kit in future, you’ll want to

check out what ‘extras’ are available alongside

the actual camera before finalising your choice.

I

If you’re considering a DSLR, then 
key features will be important…
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Aperture and shutter speed can be manually adjusted rapidly via the 77D’s 

two control dials 

ASSAULT & BATTERY
Nobody likes that feeling of powerlessness.
So how do our competing DSLRs measure up for 
battery performance?

We’ve all had the uncomfortable 
experience of spotting that
potential shot of a lifetime, then
having the blood drain from our
face at the sight of a blinking low
battery icon. Despite its semi
professional construction, the
Pentax is the most disappointing
for battery life, with approx 480 

shots per charge maximum falling
short of what we’d expected for a
DSLR. The Canon is a bit more like it
at 600 pictures tops from its own 
cell, but the clear leader,
surprisingly, given its lack of bulk,
is the Nikon at 970 shots, which is
what we’d expect from a semi pro 
camera circa $1,200.

Instead of a control dial, the Pentax’s backplate has four chunky buttons 

surrounding its OK/set button, allowing operability with gloves

FOCUS SPEED & ACCURACY

The test

THE CANON’S AUTO FOCUS PERFORMANCE IS BEST DESCRIBED AS LIGHTNING
FAST, LOCKING ONTO A SUBJECT AS QUICK AS WE’D BLINK. ADDED TO THIS
ITS EXTENSIVE AF POINTS MAKE IT A BOON FOR ACTION PHOTOGRAPHY,
WHILST 6FPS CONTINUOUS CAPTURE IS RESPECTABLE FOR ITS CLASS

FOCUS SPEED & ACCURACY

The test

DESPITE ITS MINIMAL AF POINTS COMPARED TO THE OTHER TWO, THE PENTAX
WAS AS QUICK AS THE CANON AT LOCATING TARGETS, RESPONDING WITH A BEEP
OF AFFIRMATION AND NOT BEING FOXED BY BUSIER SCENES. A TOP SHOOTING 

SPEED OF 6FPS ALSO MATCHES THE OTHERS FOR PERFORMANCE 

PENTAX K-70 CANON EOS 77D
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Should grain intrude  
all three here have  
pop-up flashes
somewhere in between the two, with a

pleasing ‘warm’ look, but not so well-

saturated that images wind up looking

unrealistic: ‘flattering’ is a better term to apply.

All three deliver plenty of detail, though we

did find the broader focal range provided by

the Pentax’s 18-135mm kit lens more useful for 

extending our shooting beyond portraits,

which is what the standard 18-55mm zooms 

that come with the Canon and Nikon are

arguably most suited to. Of course, most

consumers are going to be buying these

cameras to take better pictures of family and

friends at the telephoto (maximum zoom) end

and landscape/travel shots at the widest 18mm

setting. Ideally, though, we’d advise picking up

a camera body and two or three lenses to get

started, if budget – or special retail bundle

deals – allow. Should grain intrude when

attempting low light images without flash, all 

three here have pop-up flashes, with the

option to add an accessory flash to their

hotshoes for more pro, shadow-free results.

For low light shooting, Nikon’s D5600 provides a sensitivity range from 

ISO100-ISO25600, with dedicated Night landscape mode

f you’ve read this far and are

seriously considering buying a

digital SLR, image quality is going 

to be your chief concern:

ultimately your desire is to be taking pictures

that look closer on screen and in print to what

the professionals achieve. Happily, none of the 

cameras featured are slouches. For general

photography we’ve always loved the look of the

images straight out of Pentax cameras and the 

K-70 doesn’t disappoint. If your hobby is

nature and landscape photography – or you’re

travelling to somewhere with arresting colours

like Cuba – it’s well suited to delivering lush

greens and deep blues, and that weather

resistant body is a bonus for outside shooting.

The Nikon delivers a more natural look straight

out of the camera, which is perfectly suitable

when conditions are favourable. If, by contrast, 

conditions are dull, there is the in-menu

option to select ‘Vivid’ Picture Control mode to 

give those primary colours an in-camera 

boost. The Canon’s performance falls 

I

It’s not just how well the camera
responds but its output quality

PERFORMANCE

Whilst shooting, focus point, aperture and sensitivity can be adjusted via a 

tap of the Nikon’s touchscreen

In terms of image appearance, we
preferred the output straight from the Pentax 
K-70 over its rivals – whilst the kit lens’ 
broader reach is also welcome

PENTAX K-70
Test 03 winner

NIKON D5600TEST 03:
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Detailed, colour accurate photography is the order of the day with  

Canon’s brilliant 77D

Toy Camera, Retro and High Contrast digital filters are just some of the fun 

image creation filters the K-70 includes

Pentax has included an on-board Anti Aliasing Filter simulator too, to help 

reduce distortion in fine patterns (a striped shirt for example)

The Canon offers adjustable Picture Style modes, including monochrome and 

pre-optimised portrait and landscape settings 

RAW POWER OR REGULAR JPEG?
What are the benefits of shooting Raw files,
as opposed to regular JPEG images, when it comes 
to DSLRs?

For those who both like to
preserve the integrity of the image
and have the option to tweak their
imagery later, it’s generally advised
to shoot unadulterated ‘Raw’ files, 
by which we mean the camera
doesn’t apply its own internal
image processing to its output, as
it does with standard JPEG files. 

However, for viewing images on
devices other than the camera
itself, JPEG tends to be much
more convenient and accessible,
plus, it has to be said, 99% of the
time the file format is perfectly
good for purpose. Most DSLRs also
allow the shooting of Raw and JPEG 
files in tandem.

PENTAX K-70 CANON EOS 77D



34 T3 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 Discover more at techradar.com/au

tState of the Art

T3 RATES: The stylish build of
the Nikon, along with its fair 
pricing and its relatively
lightweight handling with
lens attached make this a
good mid-range choice.
T3 SLATES: The smaller
handgrip didn’t sit so well
with us personally.
T3 SAYS: Less intimidating
for newcomers, and
lightweight and accessible
with it. This is a good value
option especially with the 
included lens kit.

T3 RATES: If you want a DSLR
that will deliver sharp, well
saturated images and
flattering colours without
extra image processing, then
the K-70 is worth seeking out.
T3 SLATES: The Pentax’s design
is a tad ‘brutalist’, making
for an uncomfortable
handgrip, whilst it feels
considerably heavier.
T3 SAYS: A little clunky, but
features like its weather-
resistant body normally cost 
more than is being asked.

2nd Pentax K-70

Price: From $1,149
URL: pentax.com.au

3rd Nikon D5600

Price: From $1,199.95  
URL: nikon.com.au

01 A SOUND CHOICE
Should you wish to delve deep,
there are almost endless ways to
get more from your DSLR. For
example, if you shoot video, then
adding an accessory off-camera
microphone will typically achieve
better, more professional sound.

02 BRIGHT GLASS
Buy the best quality lens your
budget will allow. Yes, the
camera’s sensor size and pixel
count is important, but a great 
piece of ‘glass’ trumps all.

03 FILTER IT OUT
Invest in a set of filters. While
your camera may offer digital
effects filters – Toy Camera or
vignetting, for instance – filters
that affix to your camera lens let
you try out effects on the fly and
also protect your precious glass.

04 DATA CRUNCHER
Buy a fast (say Class10), high
capacity memory card. All the
DSLRs here store their photos
and videos onto SD media cards.
Opinions vary as to how big a 

capacity you should invest in
– with photographers nervous
that they could lose hundreds or
thousands of images if a card 
corrupts.

05 FLASHGUN & WALLOP
On-camera rather than in-
camera flash is another way to
improve your photos from these
DSLRs. While pop-up flash is
preferable to a small bulb buried
in the bodywork, it can cause
harsh shadows if fired near a
subject. Buying an accessory 

SIX WAYS TO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR DSLR

flashgun, attaching it to the
available hotshoe and angling
the head will allow for more 
professional results

06 A DIFFERENT VIEW
Take a step forward or back or
adjust the zoom. If you’re
unhappy with the results when
shooting, simply try changing
your viewpoint. Crouch low or
stand tall, get up onto a chair or
shoot wide. There are many ways
to photograph the same subject, 
some better than others.

T3 RATES: It’s not purely
about image quality –
although there the Canon
acquits itself splendidly – it
also comes down to size,
weight, functionality,
usability and response times,
all of which the 77D aces.
T3 SLATES: A minor grumble.
Our nose still occasionally
butted against the left edge 

of the LCD screen when using
the optical viewfinder.
T3 SAYS: OK, so we preferred
the Pentax’s images, and the
Nikon may be fair value and
sleeker, but overall the
swift Canon was the one we’d
comfortably – and so most 
likely – use every day.

1stCanon EOS 77D
Price: From $1,299
URL: canon.com.au

The overall
winner is…
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essential
add-ons
Get more from your Canon EOS 77D
and the images it produces with
these tempting photographic
essentials, accessories and extras…

1LOMOGRAPHY ART LENS
The Lomo brand is best known for its
weird, wonderful and cheap analogue

cameras. But here it has gone the extra mile, 
reviving an optical design from 1839 by
Daguerre and Chevalier off the back of a
successful Kickstarter crowdfunder. Available
for Canon’s EF mount, in black or retro brass
finish, it not only looks great in a Heath
Robinson/Jules Verne manner, but playing
with depth of field effects and subtly blurring
backgrounds to deliver heaps of atmosphere 
in-camera is the main lure.
US$499 ($630)
lomography.com

2SONY SF-G UHS-II
SD CARDS
Like the others here, the Canon 77D

requires an SD card to store images. These
new super fast cards – in fact they are pitched
as the fastest available in the world currently
(giving a ‘Class 10’ SD speed class
performance, or Class 3 UHS speed class) – are
designed for high resolution DSLRs and also
those shooting memory hungry video clips 
(such as 4K).
From $199 (32GB)
sony.com.au

3PALETTE CONTROLLER
A modular system of controls, some
ape-ing arcade game buttons, this

takes the place of the computer mouse and is
configurable to match image-editing usage.
Designed to speed up image processing and
cataloguing – providing, for example, a 40%
time saving when using Adobe Lightroom – its
dials, buttons and sliders are function
assignable. A small square box, or ‘core’, is the 
brains behind Palette, and connects to 
computer via USB.
From US$199 ($251)
palettegear.com

4ROTOLIGHT AEOS
Better than simply buying a flashgun, if
you want seriously good results take a

look at this portable LED continuous light and
flash combined with ultra thin construction.
Ideal for photographers shooting outdoors,
this weighs 1.5kg and is just 1cm ‘thick’.
From $1,549
crkphotoimaging.com.au

5EPSON SURECOLOR
SC-P5070
Want to make the best of the 77D’s

image quality and prefer to do your own
printing in-house? Print stalwart Epson’s
notable P5070 is a beast of a machine that can
handle anything from panoramic prints,
through A2+ posters, to fine art sheet media, 
including poster board.
$2,995
epson.com.au
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It’s all in the legs, as they say

– but what about the tech that

helps to power the best riders to

victory? T3 is invited to look at

the bikes, gear and setup that

make it all happen at Team Sky
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Tech Tour

de Force

WORDS: NICK ODANTZIS
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n 23 July, Chris Froome crossed the

finish line in Paris and his Team Sky

compadres reaffirmed themselves

as reigning champions in the Tour de 

France after a tough campaign. It

certainly claimed the collarbone of

Australian Richie Porte. Well done Team

Sky - but what about the technology that

goes into powering these super cyclists to win

races? We at T3, ourselves avid cycling enthusiasts, were given

an exclusive invite to the Team Sky Service Course to see what

sort of tech goes into turning a great rider into an epic winner.

DOES TECH MAKE YOU FASTER?
Eddy Merckx famously said, “Don’t buy upgrades, ride up

grades,” but things have moved on since those racing days, and

nowadays margins are tiny. So much so that teams and riders

have to find ways to up their game. It’s no surprise, then, that

a cyclist’s performance, ability aside, is largely dictated by

the machine underneath them. Every year bikes get lighter

(though the 6.8kg UCI limit means they can only lose so much 

weight), more aerodynamic and, ultimately, easier to ride.

Upon entering the Team Sky Service Course – the team’s

central hub for servicing its bikes and riders in Europe – you’d 

be inclined to disagree with Merckx’s point of view. The

44-square-metre warehouse is in Deinze, a sleepy town in

Belgium, and it’s like Aladdin’s Cave of Wonders in here – the

huge space is teeming with tech and riders’ bikes hung up on

one wall, proudly on display. With about seven bikes to each

rider (and bear in mind, there are twenty-eight of them), or in 

the case of British star-pupil Froome, 13, it’s quite the eye-

opener. Carsten Jeppesen, head of operations at Team Sky,

wouldn’t give anything away when prodded, but we’d put the

value of that one wall at an easy $4 million, at least. And that’s

just the icing on the cake. The place is packed with millions

of dollars worth of riding gear, spare parts (there’s a room

dedicated to just tyres), technicians, vehicles and much more.

Team Sky is at the forefront of major advances in modern

cycling technology, due largely to its exclusive partnership –

now in its eighth year – with legendary Italian bike-building

manufacturer Pinarello. By working closely with Pinarello,

Team Sky can easily make performance-enhancing upgrades

to its bikes as needed, in order to gain advantages in the closely

fought sport. Before you ask, we’re not talking electric motors

inside frames - rather, it’s legal adaptations that allow a bike, 

and its rider, to perform better in certain circumstances.

Case in point: in April’s Tour de Flanders race, the cobbled 

sections are a nightmare to ride on, thanks to the sort of

bumps that could shake your fillings out - in particular the

infamous Koppenberg climb, which is a 600-metre rise with

an average gradient of 11.6 per cent; it’s terrifying, even for

pros. In recent years, things are easier - the section has been

resurfaced and widened, but technology has also moulded to

its demands. Pinarello and Team Sky worked hard to make a

bike to suit, and the result was the Dogma K8-S: a weapon of a

bike, the ‘S’ in its name denoting the suspension built into the 

frame’s rear, which is designed to smooth the bumps on

cobbled roads, enabling more of the tyre to be in contact with

the road and making a rider faster under these conditions.

The suspension system, an elastomeric unit offering 10mm

of travel from the rear chainstays, was introduced after riders

were feeling fatigued due to the punishingly stiff frames they

used. Naturally, it was a success - in 2015, Sir Bradley Wiggins

declared it a gamechanger. In its third iteration, the suspension

system – eDSS 2.0 (Electronic Dogma Suspension System) – is

hydraulically dampened and fully automatic, with a head unit

at the front of the bike to detect movement and adjust the rear

suspension accordingly to suit the terrain. This means no pedal 

energy is wasted with unnecessary up and down bobbing.

And if it’s good enough for a quarry’s worth of old cobbles 

along the rocky Belgian terrain, then it’s definitely good 

SMOOTH SHIFT
The junction box for
Shimano’s electronic

groupset is also nestled
in the downtube recess,

smoothing airflow

SLIPPERY DEVIL
Much of the design of the

Dogma F10 is inherited from
the Bolide TT – the fastest
bicycle in the world, which

propelled Sir Bradley
Wiggins into claiming the

Hour Record victory
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enough for your local pot-holed roads. When the pros come up

with something that works in races, you can bet that normal

folk want a piece of the pie. The mouth-watering 2017 Pinarello 

K8-S (now only with disc brakes) is available to buy in the

shops at a hefty price tag of about $12,000, and that’s just for 

the frameset. Better start saving.

In this year’s Tour de France, the pros will be taking to the 

course with the apex predator in Pinarello’s range: the

new-for-2017 Dogma F10, a bike that T3 was able to ride with

several pros around some of Belgium’s finest roads. There’s no

suspension voodoo at work here, because the bike doesn’t need

it for the sort of terrain it’s designed to cover. Instead, the F10 

NEW CHAMPION
A concave downtube
makes the F10 20 per
cent more aero than the
previous Team Sky weapon 
of choice – the F8

THE DETAILS
Flaps on the
forks direct air
flow around the
wheel, improving
stability and 
speed

BOTTLED OUT
A recessed downtube shields
the bottle cage from the
airflow, boosting aero
efficiency by 12.6 per cent

SUPER FIBRES
The frame’s Torayca
T1100 1K makeup equates
to a stiffer bike, for
better power transfer. 
It’s lighter, too

If it’s good enough
for cobbles along
Belgian terrain, 
then it’s good
enough for your
pot-holed road 

PINNARELLO
DOGMA F10:

THE WINNING
FORMULA



is just bloody fast, thanks to a Torayca T1100 1K carbon fibre

frame that’s not only 6.3 per cent lighter but seven per cent

stiffer than the F8 (the team’s outgoing race bike). It’s more

aerodynamic too, thanks to a smoother, slippery frame, with

the electronic shifting system neatly integrated into the build.

It’s during bike testing that the partnership between Team

Sky and Pinarello really comes to fruition, and with three-

time TdF champion, and general top-dog, Froome taking

honours, you better believe his expert feedback enabled 

Pinarello to make a bike capable of leading the race.

Although the bikes make up a significant proportion of the

tech on offer at the Service Course, the apparel that the Team

Sky riders wear also comes into play. With about 300 pieces of

clothing assigned to each person, performance is of the utmost

importance. After all, what you wear determines your body’s

comfort level, temperature management and aerodynamics,

so the team works just as hard upgrading rider’s outfits as it

does the bikes. The team has recently moved over from its

partnership with British-built Rapha to Italy-based Castelli,

a brand famous for its distinctive Scorpion logo and technically 

advanced line of clothing. A large proportion of Australian

club riders will take to the streets wearing some form of 

Castelli adornment on a weekend cruise.

With a combination of feedback from its riders and working

closely with Castelli, Team Sky now has better gear. We were 

able to witness its new wet- and cold-weather jacket: a

ridiculously wafer-thin and featherweight jacket that not only

keeps the cyclist warm and dry, but is able to cope with the

huge amount of perspiration often created; it avoids the

boil-in-the-bag effect that you find with the majority of

heavy-duty jackets. The other secret winter weapon is

something you’d expect to find at a ski resort: a heated jacket. 

Used only for extreme conditions, the jacket, lined with a

super plush pile, is perfect for riders who have just finished,

or for those who are flagging at the back near the end of the 

race and need an urgent boost of battery-assisted heat.

It’s not just the bigger tech that matters, however. The

Service Course revels in the small details, such as the Unior 

tools employed by the nine mechanics on tap and the

maintenance products employed by renowned cleaning brand

Muc-Off. As Jeppesen points out, the Hydrodynamic lube, said 

to offer the best lubrication for the chain in any weather, is

developed exclusively for Team Sky, and is even available to

buy in the shops - a steal at $28 a bottle. So if you can’t afford

a $20K Pinarello race bike, you can still get a taste of what it’s 

like to use their race-winning tech on your humble ride.

LEFT Pinarello’s
K8-S next-gen rear
shock absorber
smooths surfaces

BELOW LEFT The
Team Sky Service
Course is a
cycling geek’s
dream come true

BELOW Mechanics
can hook up to a
rider’s electronic
shifting system,
in order to carry
out diagnostics
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 Ten years ago, a road cyclist would 

have just been happy with smooth 

gears that neatly clicked in place when 

the lever on a bike’s handlebars were 

pushed one way or the other. But 

fast-forward to 2017 and you’d be 

forgiven for thinking the robots had 

taken over cycling. Well, at least the 

groupsets anyway. Digital gearing is 

well and truly established, and is 

becoming more prevalent in both 

amateur road bikes and pro bikes alike. 

The benefits? No metal cables to lube, 

no gears to index (manually, at least); 

just effortless shifting via the Xbox-like 

button shifters on your hoods. 

While some manufacturers have 

gone further – SRAM, for instance, 

with its wireless shifting, so no need 

for cables – Shimano has stuck with 

cables (for now) but has made 

technological advances elsewhere.  

All current generation Shimano Di2 

gear systems can be hooked up to a 

mobile or tablet via Bluetooth (or USB 

on a laptop) and, using the official 

E-TUBE app, you’re granted access to 

a seriously smart cycling upgrade: 

Synchronised Shifting. In full synchro 

mode, this function has the effect that 

you only need to use one shifter to 

change gears throughout the range.

Essentially, the system is semi-

automated, and the computer decides 

the optimum gear for you, from the 

front and rear derailleur. In semi-

synchro mode, the computer only 

shifts the rear derailleur when you shift 

at the front derailleur. If you don’t like 

the way the computer is doing things, 

you can reign it in; the custom option 

in the app enables you to adjust when 

and how the system shifts gears, or 

you can switch back to manual mode.

SMART GEARS: 
THE RISE OF 
SHIMANO’S DI2

You can get a 
taste of race-
winning tech on 
your humble ride
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THE NEW
MOVEMENT

The new generation of
Android Wear 2.0 watches

is here. It’s time to strap 
on a techy timepiece

WORDS  ANDREW WILLIAMS PHOTOGRAPHY  JOE BRANSTON 
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Many smartwatches want to look like

normal watches. The Casio WSD-F20

doesn’t, with a giant frame like a Garmin 

Forerunner sports watch. Prep your 

wrist in advance.

This watch crams in military-spec

ruggedisation and 50-metre water

resistance, though it’s meant for a casual

swim instead of diving. It would rather

be up a mountain, or on the slopes.

There’s an app for hikers, cyclists,

skiers, fisher-folk and even paddle

boarders, and the tracker software is

some of the best pre-installed in a

watch. GPS tracking and offline maps

are also big wins. The battery still only

lasts a day and change, but a clever

dual-layer screen lets it last a full month

when used in a neat watch-only mode.

$770, cotswoldoutdoor.com/au

T3 SAYS One of the best
smartwatches on the market
for extreme sport fans,
though the chunky build
doesn’t fix the smartwatch 
battery life issue.

Casio WSD-F20
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Huawei’s first Watch was one of the

most stylish of the year. This one, well,

isn’t. Despite a high-quality ceramic

bezel, some of the other watches here

make the Huawei Watch 2 seem toy-like.

If being proud of the watch you wear is

priority number one, keep on looking.

What it does do is fit a lot of tech into a 

normal-sized watch. There’s GPS, a

heart-rate sensor, NFC and Bluetooth.

Anything an Android Wear watch can 

do, the Huawei Watch 2 can do too.

What we really want is last year’s

beautiful design with this year’s features.

$599, huawei.com

T3 SAYS It has all the tech a
modern smartwatch needs, but
an uninspiring look will put
off the more fashion-forward.

Huawei Watch 2
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Michael Kors Access
Handbag king

Michael Kors is putting

his name on smartwatches.

As you’d hope, the design doesn’t

disappoint. We’ve been given more

compliments wearing this than any

Wear watch to date. It’s a stunner, and

is available with a stainless steel strap.

Don’t look too deep, though,

because the Michael Kors Access has

the worst screen on test, with a cut-out

at the bottom that takes the edge off.

With no GPS and no heart-rate sensor, 

its roll-call of features is also 

disappointingly short.

$579, harveynorman.com.au

T3 SAYS This is a smartwatch with
looks to drool over, but its screen
and lack of higher-end features won’t 
please a lot of tech heads.

BEST FOR
DESIGN
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Tag Heuer
Connected Modular 45

Is the weight of your wallet getting to you?  

The Tag Heuer Connected Modular 45 can

help. However, like other Tag Heuer watches

it’s made to last more-or-less forever, with a

titanium frame that won’t rust or discolour.

The design is great, as long as you don’t

mind unashamedly masculine wristwear. And it

can be fully customised thanks to its modular

make-up. There are even diamond-encrusted 

versions costing north of $9,000.

Inside, Tag Heuer has come up with some of

the most convincing digital watch faces we’ve

seen, although Android Wear has mostly been

left as-is. GPS is the star tech extra, adding 

fitness cred, but Tag Heuer left out the 

heart-rate sensor, sadly.

From $2,100, tagheuer.com

T3 SAYS No smartwatch is going to age
well over five years, but this classy
number has a better chance of fighting 
time than any other.
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How about something completely different? The Samsung

Gear S3 Classic actually isn’t a Wear watch. It runs Tizen OS.

Its star feature: Tizen is built around the circular watch face,

controlled using the Gear S3’s addictively clicky rotating bezel. 

It’s a stress toy by itself, and super-intuitive.

Battery life is much better than the Wear average too, at two 

to three days between charges Add a classy look of simple

stainless steel given an edge with teeth that ring around the 

bezel, and you wonder, what’s not to like?

The big issue is apps. Samsung pre-installs a bunch of goodies,

but there’s not much extra gold on Samsung’s Gear App Store.

$598.99, samsung.com/au

T3 SAYS It’s a great take on how
a smartwatch should operate, but
Samsung’s Tizen system is gagging
for more useful third-party apps.

Samsung Gear S3 Classic

48 T3 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 Discover more at techradar.com/au



ESSENTIAL TECH, NEWS, REVIEWS & 
KNOW-HOW GRAB YOUR COPY TODAY!

ON SALE NOW



    

aul TaylorWords: Cla  Davie nd P

Keeping up with the constant flow of 

killer tech isn’t easy. It’s as though Larry 

Emdur’s back on your TV with a 

dazzling showcase in The Price Is Right, 
except every item is some new piece of 

connected tech you never knew you 

wanted (but you really do). Even the luggage has a 

Wi-Fi camera in it. 

Finding the best piece of new tech for your budget is 

a separate challenge. Do you need to splash out on a 
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THE ULTIMATE TECH WISHLIST

higher-end model to get what you’re really

after? Or will a cheaper model work for you?

And what if you want the best of the best,

and money is no object?

That’s why we’ve collected the best

tech for every budget, in a huge range

of categories. No matter what kind of new

tech you’re thinking of buying and how much

you can stretch to spending, you can find the

perfect one for you.

SPLURGE

Let’s get luxury. This is the kit that turns

its nose up at anything less than

stellar. We’re talking unmitigated quality

at an unrepentant price. Deluxe materials,

more features than you could ever hope to

really use and amazing designs. This is the

pinnacle of current tech.

SPEND

This is where you get the perfect balance

of features and price. These products are a

step up from the Steal category, and have

the extra quality to match. This means they

cost more, but the results will definitely be

worth it, if you can spare the cash. This is

absolutely sweet-spot tech.

STEAL

This is awesome-value tech that’s ideal 

for getting into something new. You know 

that T3 isn’t going to recommend rubbish, 

though – these products come with great 

features, look the part and will serve you 

well without breaking the bank. They just 

won’t be quite as lush as the other options.
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Panasonic EZ950U
A thin profile, deep palette and minimal

design provide the finishing touches to

Panasonic’s 4K OLED smart TV, built

to deliver an impressive picture with

vibrant colours and deep blacks.

$4,199, panasonic.com/au

Hasselblad
 Spectacular image

with the X1D, a glo

medium format mir

camera with 50MP C

sensor for a wider dy

range, plus a touchsc

display and dual SD card

From $12,149, hasselblad

LG W7
 Perfection in a paper-thin 77-inch OLED 

panel. The soundbar speakers retreat when 

you turn it off to make it as unobtrusive as 

possible, and with Dolby Vision and HDR10 

support it’s a dream setup.    

$39,999 (77-inch), lg.com/au

PLAYSTATION VR
 Lose yourself in an alternate 

360° world via Playstation VR’s 

vivid, 5.7-inch OLED screen 

and easy home setup.

$549.95, playstation.com

HTC VIVE
VR’s most advanced 

headset, offering a 110° field  

of view and HD haptic 

controller feedback.

$999, vive.com

TCL 49C2US
 Tried and tested by T3 in its 65-inch 

guise, the 49-inch 4K UHD C2 is immense 

value for money, with 2160p resolution, HDR 

compatibility and a bevy of 4K-enabled 

streaming services, all for under $1,200. 

 $1,199, tclelectronics.com.au

Panasonic Lumix FZ100
 Pro features for less? Panasonic delivers with

a Lumix camera offering a 1-inch sensor, Leica

optic and 4K video capture.

$799, panasonic.com/au

Nikon D7500
Aimed at DSLR enthusiasts, Nikon’

wows with its 20 9MP

STEAL

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

SPEND

VR

SPLURGE

SP

SPLURGE

HTC VIVE

PL RGELUR

GOOGLE CARDBOARD
 Slot your smartphone into 

these quick set-up budget 

specs and step into a world of 

VR videos, games and apps.

From $12, gcardboard.com

CAMERAS

SPEND

d X1
s abound

ous

ess

CMOS

ic

n

slots.

Nikon s newbie

.9MP sensor, advanced AF 

and 8fps burst shooting mode. 

 (body only), nikon.com

E
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Sony VPL-HW65ES
Enjoy a bombastic home

cinema experience with the

curtains open for once. Sony’s

heavyweight high-end

projector, boasting Full HD

support and a high contrast

ratio, is suitable for clear

daylight viewing.

$5,999, sony.com.au

BenQ W2000
 So sleek you’re in danger of

looking at the body rather than

the glorious full HD image it

splashes onto your wall. This

short throw projector won’t

dominate your lounge room,

and has a powerful speaker for

movies and games.

$1,699, benq.com.au

NEW IPAD (2017)
Movies, games and photos 

are dramatically enhanced  

by the 469g iPad’s 9.7-inch 

Retina screen and swift

A9 chip. you’re spoiled for 

choice with apps, too –

there’s over a million!

From $469, apple.com/au

THE ULTIMATE TECH WISHLIST

STEAL

L

SPEND SPLURGE

Epson EB-S31
 If this came with a handle 

you’d be tempted to tote it 

around and show it off. 

Powerful in a well-lit room, and 

impresses at night with 3,000 

ANSI lumens of brightness. You 

can also connect to your iOS or 

Android device wirelessly.  

From $599, epson.com.au

LENOVO YOGA TAB3
Access all your favourite 

entertainment on one

portable device for under 

200 beans. 8-inch screen, 

expandable storage and up 

to 20 hours of battery.

$199, lenovo.com

MICROSOFT
SURFACE PRO 4

Write, draw and create 

on the Surface Pro 4’s

12.3-inch PixelSense display, 

using your fingers or the 

Surface Pen, with a gutsy 

6th Gen Intel Core CPU  

multi-tasking with ease.

From $1,178, 

microsoftstore.com

HOME CINEMA 

ALL-IN-ONE DESKTOP

TABLETS

Apple 27-inch iMac with
Retina 5K display

 Apple’s latest all-in-one packs serious visual 

heat, displaying 14.7 million pixels and a vast 

spectrum of colours on its mighty 5K screen. 

Max out with the 4.2GHz Intel i7 processor and 

64GB of memory to make light work of power 

hungry jobs such as video editing.

$8,249, apple.com/au

Asus Zen AiO Pro 4K
touchscreen

 From the i7 processor and DDR4 memory to

the 4K UHD multi-touch display, style and 

functionality converge to make the Zen AiO  

a solid all-rounder. 

$3,199, asus.com

Lenovo Ideacentre AIO 
510S

 Dominate work and play with this affordable 

all-in-one powerhouse, packing a beefy Intel i7 

processor, NVIDIA GeForce 930A graphics and a 

slick 23-inch touchscreen.

From $1,599, lenovo.com

STEAL SPEND

SPLURGE
SPLURGE
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Parrot Bebop 2
The Bebop 2’s HD camera plus visual

and GPS tracking tech enables you to

shoot stunning aerial footage. An optional

Wi-Fi-enabled Skycontroller ($699) and

FPV headset ($599) create immersive flying.

$899, global.parrot.com/au

Tag Heuer Connected
Modular 45

Got the money? Buy TAG! This second-gen  

TAG Heuer smartwatch is a hugely customisable 

Swiss-made timepiece with Google Android Wear 

2.0 support and an interchangeable Haute Horlogerie 

mechanical module.

From $2,100, tagheuer.com/en-au

DJI Phantom 4 Pro

 Capture cinematic video with the 

Phantom 4 Pro’s premium, gimbal-mounted 

4K/60fps camera, and get creative with 

Intelligent Flight modes. Five-direction 

sensors make crashing almost impossible.

$2,399, dji.com

 ASUS ZENBOOK 3 
DELUXE

 The most elegant ZenBook yet, 

offering a 14-inch LED backlit FHD 

display, and a Core i7 CPU.

$2,799, asus.com/au

 APPLE MACBOOK PRO 
15-INCH

 Powered by a 2.9GHz quad-

core Intel Core i7 processor, 

Apple’s Pro is the ultimate laptop. 

$4,099, apple.com/au

Lightning Fast Mini
 Fly inside and out with this mini training 

drone. A built-in gyro ensures smooth, 

stable flight, with four minutes airtime. 

Bonus points for performing flips.

$39.95, swann.com/au

Martian
Notifier

 Yes, the Notifier is 

pretty basic, but for 

about $50you’d 

expect a lot less than 

you get here: this 

smartwatch will  

ping smartphone 

alerts (you can 

customise the 

specific vibration 

patterns) to your 

wrist and respond to 

voice commands. 

US$39.99 (AU$50), 

martianwatches.com

Apple Watch 
Series 2

 One of the  

world’s most popular 

smartwatches, the 

revamped, water 

resistant Apple 

Watch now has a 

twice-brighter 

display and is 

equipped with  

a fast dual-core 

processor and built-in 

GPS and GLONASS.

From $529,  

apple.com/au

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

SPEND

LAPTOPS

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

 ACER SWIFT 5 
ULTRABOOK

 Close to a MacBook but far 

cheaper, this has a 14-inch, Full HD 

IPS display, and backlit keyboard. 

$1,499, acer.com

SPEND

SPL RGELUR

DRONES

wa n re m II

A
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Fitbit Charge 2
 Smash your goals with 2017’s

best fitness band, offering PurePulse

heart rate tracking, multi-sports

modes, guided breathing and

sweat-proof bands. View stats on

the OLED display or via Fitbit’s app.

TomTom Touch Cardio
 With a five-day battery life, 

TomTom’s tracker can keep pace 

with your epic runs. Built-in heart 

rate monitoring shows when  

you’re in a fat burning zone, with 

stats logged in Sports mode.

$149, tomtom.c

TP-LINK ARCHER
C3150

 The quad-antenna C3150 is 

ideal for multi device homes 

that are streaming HD and 

even UHD, and future-proof 

with NBN compatibility.

$299, tp-link.com.au

THE ULTIMATE TECH WISHLIST

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

WI-FI  
ROUTERS

SPLURGE

Misfit Shine 2
 Twelve LEDs work in place of a 

screen here, but that only adds to 

its appeal. For just over $100 the 

Shine 2 dishes out steps and sleep 

tracking, inactivity alerts and its 

battery lasts for six months. 

$106.91, misfit.com

GOOGLE WIFI
 Google Wifi’s mesh tech 

enhances home coverage with 

one or more Wifi points – each 

of which boosts your 

connection rather than joining 

separate networks as you 

wander around.

From $199,  

madebygoogle.com

GEAR ORBI
original tri-band home 

ystem, delivering a 

ul blanket of coverage 

ur backyard to the 

room. Recently 

ed, and with modular 

too.

tgear.com.au

FITNESS 

SPORTS 

Jabra Elite Spo
 Track your fitness and enhan

your training with Jabra’s wirele

Sport Bluetooth earbuds. An in-

heart rate monitor keeps tabs on

ticker, while Jabra Life tech prov

real-time coaching.

$349, jabra.com.au

Bose SoundSport Wireless
 Custom-shaped tips and flexible wings deliver  

a secure fit, no matter hard hard you train. Playback  

runs for up to six hours (per two-hour charge) on these 

weather-resistant, Bluetooth/NFC beauties.

$249.95, bose.com.au

Sol Republic Relays Sport
 Grab these rechargeable, sweat-resistant Bluetooth 

in-ears before a run or gym sesh and let the bass-rich 

drivers power your playlists – there’s up to eight hours 

playback, and they’re supremely lightweight.

$149.95, solrepublic.com

STEAL

SPEND

SPLURGE

NETG
The o

Wi-Fi sy

powerfu

from yo

rumpus

upgrade

options

$ 9, nn

rt
ce

ss Elite

ear

n your

vides

SPEND

SPLURGE

$249.95, fitbit.com/aucom
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Space Grill
 Want an outdoors

kitchen but have limited 

space? Securely mount the 

weatherproof, foldaway  

Space Grill to an outside  

wall and enjoy healthy grilling

in the elements all year  

round. Features include three 

gas burners for precision  

temperature control.

$1,399, spacegrill.co

 Big Green Egg (Large) 
with Mates tables

 Yes it’s plenty pricey, but 

the belly of this ceramic beast 

– the lime-coloured king of the 

BBQ world – is designed for 

optimum heat efficiency and 

control, enabling you  

to grill, smoke, sear and  

roast like a pro. And it’s self-

cleaning, too.

$1,898, bbqxl.com.au

 Weber Go Anywhere 
Charcoal BBQ

 Enhance your al fresco  

dining at the beach with 

Weber’s rust-proof portable 

grill, designed with folding 

stainless steel legs. The rein-

forced nylon carry handle and 

protective heat shield help 

prevent burns after cooking.

$129.95,  

bbqsandoutdoor.com.au

STEAL SPEND SPLURGE

Jura WE8
 Experience personalised, barista-style 

coffee at the touch of a button. Beans are 

processed by a six-level Aroma G3 grinder, 

while Jura’s Pulse Extraction Process  

ensures optimum extraction of the coffee. 

$2,690, au.jura.com

 KUVINGS WHOLE SLOW 
JUICER C7000

 This is one mean, froth-free 

masticating machine that goes 

a step beyond consumer grade, 

belting out smoothies and sor-

bets too. The supremely quiet 

C7000 crushes foods whole – 

just throw and go!

$799, kuvings.com.au

SMEG SLOW JUICER
 Juice purists won’t dally 

with anything other than a slow 

juicer, and Smeg’s 50s styled, 

well-accessorised 43rpm siren 

is our fave, producing high 

yields and velvety smooth  

textures every time.

$499, smeg.com.au

Nespresso
Prodigio &
Milk

 Via the Bluetooth-

connected app,  

you can schedule  

a custom brew to  

be ready for the  

moment you wake  

up or the second you 

get home. Automatic 

capsule stock tracking

ensures you’ll never 

run out of rocket fuel.

$399, nespresso.com.au

Breville 
Barista 
Express

 This neat, handsome 

manual machine is 

perfect for anyone who 

likes their morning (or 

afternoon) fix ‘just so’. 

Grind size and dose  

are easily controlled, 

and an integrated 250g 

bean hopper feeds  

into the powerful  

conical burr grinder.

$899.95, breville.com.au

STEAL

SPEND

JUICERS

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

 BREVILLE JUICE 
FOUNTAIN COMPACT

 Squeeze veg, not your  

wallet: this 900W, single-speed 

juicer will happily pummel soft 

and hard fruits and veg. It’s a 

centrifugal juicer, hence the 

low price, but a good enough 

starter gadget. 

$149.95, breville.com.au

COFFEE MACHINES
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 PLANTRONICS
BACKBEAT PRO 2

 Stylish, comfy and offer-

ing 20-plus hours of sound, 

there’s much to love here. 

Plantronics’ streamlined cans

automatically turn off when 

you take them off your head,

and the sound sparkles.

$299, plantronics.com/au

STEAL

STEAL

WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES

MULTI-ROOM 
SYSTEMS

SONY MDR-ZX330BT
 OK, so these wireless cans 

aren’t lookers, but they’ll 

dampen a noisy commute, 

working for up to 10-meters 

from your smartphone and 

offering 10 hours of playback. 

Hunt and you’ll find ’em  

under RRP for around $140.

$179.95, sony.com.au 

 BOSE QUIETCOMFORT
35

 One of the world’s 

most highly-rated wireless 

headphones, Bose’s re-

engineered, luxe cans use 

Acoustic Noise Cancelling 

tech to measure and react to 

outside noise, cancelling it 

with an opposing signal. 

$499, bose.com.au

SPEND

SPLURGE

Bang & Olufsen
Beolit 17

Blanket your room with B&O’s

signature sound and, via the

Beoplay app, tailor it to any room

the Beolit 17 sits in. You can also

personalise its functions, getting

the most from its 240-watt guts.

$749, beoplay.com

Bowers & Wilkins
T7 Wireless

 Party all night thanks to the 

T7’s gutsy 18-hour battery, and 

enjoy epic sound courtesy of 

its twin bass radiators and dual 

50mm drivers that together 

throw a high-res punch.

$549, bowers-wilkins.net 

THE ULTIMATE TECH WISHLIST

STEAL SPEND SPLURGE

UE Roll 2
 Bag righteous audio in  

a fun, portable package with  

Ultimate Ears’ circular speaker. 

This Bluetooth-enabled pocket 

powerhouse also crams in  

playback controls, plenty of 

oomph, and is waterproof too.

$99.95, ultimateears.com

   PORTABLE BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS

   TURNTABLES

Clear Audio
 Minimalist looks, hig

tech, an award-winning

design… Clear Audio 

struck gold with the 

Concept, which utilises

composite materials to

quash vibrations and 

serve up super sound.

$2,499, deniswhite.com.au

Pro-Ject Audio 
Essential II

 Available in black  

only, this plug and play 

turntable is a belt-driven budget 

wonder – tracking force and anti-skating are 

pre-set, leaving you to plug it in and spin vinyl.

$399, projectaudio.com.au

STEAL

SPEND

SPLURGE
SPLURGE

 YAMAHA WX030 
MUSICCAST WIRELESS 
SPEAKER

 A two-way speaker and pas-

sive radiator for killer wireless 

sound and multi-room skills. 

$349, au.yamaha.com

DENON HEOS 7 HS2
 The HS2’s seven-driver 

speaker system is consistently 

huge. Extra speakers connect 

via your home network.

$999, au.denon.com

 BANG & 
OLUFSEN 
BEOSOUND 1

 A work of 

both sound and 

visual beauty, 

compatible with 

everything from 

Bluetooth to Google Cast.

$1,895, www.bang-olufsen.com

ST ALTE

Audio Technica LP1240-USB
 Relive the ’70s club scene with

this retro-inspired dir

turntable. Replete wi

a reverse button if

you’re looking to 

do some DJ work, 

this flashy chassis 

also has a USB port

to record straight to

$899, audio-technica.c

b scene with 

rect drive

th 

your PC or Mac.

com.au

SP NDPEN
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Scott Esub Tour
 Power your ride with the 

Esub Tour’s 250W Engine 

System and 400wh battery. 

The level of e-assistance – 

ranging from Eco to Turbo 

– can be customised at the 

bar-mounted control panel. 

$4,399,  

bicyclesuperstore.com.au

Riese & Müller Delite
 A curb-destroying, 

hill-chewing machine. The 

superb Bosch CX system 

powers the crank and with 

its dual battery system you’ll 

outpace mountain goats. Dual 

suspension keeps the ride 

plush and cloud-like.

$9,530, eurocycles.com.au

Velectrix Foldaway
 Pedal power or throttle 

control – why not both? This 

versatile, sub-20kg foldable 

commuter promises up to 

40km of range, and zips along 

thanks to its front-powered 

36-volt hub motor. Charges 

from flat to full in three hours.

$1,795, velectrix.com.au

STEAL SPEND SPLURGE

With incredible image

quality this mid-price gadget

features collision detection in

case you are in a prang, and

audio recording for proof.

Mishaps are documented via its

2K front camera, and built-in

GPS that records your location,

direction and speed.

$199.95, kaiserbaas.com

NAVMAN MIVUE698
DUAL CAMERA

 One of the best high-def 

packages around thanks to 

front-facing and rear-facing 

lenses. Headline features 

include lane departure and 

collision alerts, plus red-light 

warnings to boot. Complete 

with a 2.7-inch LCD display.  

$429, navman.com.au

DASH CAMS

LASER CAR CRASH
CAMERA FULL
HD1080P

 For motoring peace of  

mind, Laser’s unit captures  

Full HD footage, while a G 

sensor measures force data, 

which you can use as evidence 

in the event of an accident. 

$60, laserco.com.au

ELECTRIC BIKES
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DASH CAMS

ST ALTEA

C C

KAISER BAAS R30
With incredible image

SP NDPEN

4K ACTION CAMS

GoPro  
Hero5 Black

 Snap epic action 

footage on GoPro’s 

flagship 4K cam using 

one-touch recording or 

voice commands. Image 

stabilisation smooths out 

adrenaline-fuelled shots 

while settings can be 

tweaked on the two-inch 

touchscreen display.  

$569.95, gopro.com

3SIXT 4K Ultra HD
 Capture every high-octane adventure 

in 4K Ultra HD through the 3SIXT’s 

170°, wide-angle lens, and document 

any underwater explorations using the 

supplied waterproof housing.

$179.95, 3sixtgear.com

Sony HDR-AS50
 Boasting crystal-clear full HD footage 

at 60fps and 4K time lapse, one-button 

commands gets this recording in less than 

four seconds from a cold start. Smartphone 

control means you’ll never miss a memory.

$299, sony.com.au

STEAL

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

STEAL SPEND



Apple, the Apple logo and iPad are he U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. / Android, Google and Google play are trademarks of Google Inc.

AUSTRALIA’S LEADING TECH MAGAZINE
GRAB YOURS ON TABLET
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T-MINUS 3, 2…

SENDING STUFF INTO SPACE IS ALL
THE RAGE THESE DAYS, SO T3’S UK
COUSINS LAUNCHED SOME ACTION

CAMERAS (AND THE MAGAZINE) INTO
THE STRATOSPHERE TO SEE WHAT

IT REALLY TAKES…
STEVE JARRATTWORDSOLLY CURTISPHOTOGRAPHY

The man

Child of the space-aged ’60s and
sci-fi space nut, former T3 staffer
Steve had the right stuff for the job

The mission

Can the latest action cameras stand 
the ultimate test: shooting video in 
the freezing, airless environment  
38km above the Earth?

THE SPACE
RACE

60  T3 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 Discover more at techradar.com/au



The tech
GoPro Hero 5
$569.95
gopro.com

Kaiser Baas X4
Action Camera
$299.99
kaiserbaas.com

SpyTec GL300
$69.95
spytecinc.com

Latex balloon
£65-£285 ($106 -
$465)
sentintospace.com

    Helium 
$254.10 for 8.7m3 
elgas.com.au
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This issue’s Man vs Tech is
a two-header. First, our UK
team wanted to see how easy
it is to send an issue of
this magazine into space –
and while we were at it, we
figured we might as well put
some action cameras through
their paces. So it was one
small step to the car,
followed by one long-ass
drive to the launch centre 
in Sheffield, England.

Finding the equipment to fulfil this brief
was way easier than anticipated. Googling
‘sending stuff into space’ quickly revealed
Sent Into Space, a company started by two
students from Sheffield University. In 2010
Alex Baker and Chris Rose sent a balloon
up to the mid-stratosphere to film the Earth
from near space. Despite using only bits of
kit salvaged from the uni’s parts bin and
working on a shoestring budget, it was a
huge success and gave them the idea to 
kickstart the company.

Today I’m working with Alex Keen and
Daniel Blaney, who are going to help with 
the launch and provide some much-
needed advice along the way. However, for
all intents and purposes, the balloon launch
we’re doing today could be done by any T3
reader at home, with just a small budget,
some know-how and bits of gear: mobile 

phone, laptop, car… that kind of thing.
The process of sending stuff into space

is relatively straightforward: the items are
stored in a polystyrene container, which is 
light, helps protect against the -60°C
temperatures, and also absorbs some
of the impact if the landing doesn’t go
smoothly. On board there are two GPS
tracking systems – a SPOT Trace and, for
today’s flight, a bespoke radio system
operated using a modified Raspberry Pi.
However, SIS offers both the SPOT satellite
locator ($199 plus subscription) and an
SMS tracker, the SpyTec GL300 ($69.95),
which can be used with any smartphone 

and is accurate to within five metres.
Ideally, you’d use a combination of the two:
the SPOT Trace, which operates up to an
altitude of 15km, to track the flight path,
and then the SMS device to locate it when
it’s on the ground – although you could
feasibly get away with just the latter.

PACKING FOR THE TRIP
Having been shown the kit, we load
everything – payload, gas canisters,
laptops, etc – into the Mitsubishi Triton and
set off for the park. Our polystyrene box
full of kit – or ‘payload’, which sounds much 
more professional – is tethered to
a large, latex balloon filled with a lighter-
than-air gas. We’re using hydrogen, but
the SIS team recommend helium, due to
hydrogen’s enthusiasm for blowing up.
A 8.7m3-litre canister of He (enough to fill
this balloon 40 times over) will set you
back around $250. The flight ends when
the balloon pops due to the lack of external 
pressure at high altitudes, and then the
payload parachutes back to the ground.

Balloons come in various weights,
capable of lifting heavier payloads or
reaching higher altitudes (up to 40km),
and ranging in price from around $60 up
to $300. However, it’s not just a case of
pumping the thing full of gas and letting
go: too much and it’ll climb quickly but
burst at a lower altitude, too little and it’ll
take forever to reach the point at which it 
ruptures, by which time it could be 
hundreds of kilometres away…

SIS has an online ‘burst calculator’ which 
you can use to determine the launch
volume you’ll need to achieve a certain
ascent speed and altitude. In the field this is
done by attaining neutral buoyancy using
a set ballast – in our case a 2.7kg container 
of water. When the right amount of 

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT
The gear we packed into our payload 

GoPro’s latest
action camera offers
a full-colour LCD
touch screen, voice
activation, Wi-Fi
and Bluetooth, plus
video stabilisation,
all in a sealed unit,
waterproof to 33
feet (10m). It shoots
4K video at 30fps,
captures 1080p slo-
mo at 120fps, and it
takes 12MP stills.
$569.95, gopro.com

GOPRO HERO5
BLACK 

The new Kaiser
Baas camera offers
4K 30fps video,
1080p 120fps slo-mo
and 12MP stills.
It also features
electronic video
stabilisation, plus
Wi-Fi connectivity
for remote control.
The unit includes
a separate case,
waterproof to 40m. 
$299.99,
kaiserbaas.com

KAISER BAAS
X4  

This real-time GPS
tracker is a quad-
band GSM device with
a two-week battery
life that provides
a track of its own
location accurate
to 4.6m. It operates
via the SpyTec GPS
Tracking website, and
you’ll need to sign
up to its subscriber
service, a tracking
plan for US$24.95
($32) per month.

SPYTEC STI
GL300 

To keep our cameras
shooting for the
whole flight, we
used two external
battery packs rated
at 2600mAh capacity
apiece. The Cygnett
InCharge 2500mAh
Portable Powerbank
($19) and a Jackery
Mini 3350mAh ($34,
jbhifi.com.au) are
fine alternatives and
add little weight to 
the payload.

EXTERNAL
BATTERY PACKS  

1 2 3 4

You need some major
insulation for sending

up even hardy tech
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“Tenner says  
I can hit  
that magpie”

I gently lift 
the balloon up 
and set it on 
its way. Next 
stop… space

the process before you’re in the
field,” he says. “That’s when
all the mistakes get made: when
people are out there, holding on
to a balloon, and aren’t quite
sure how this thing should work,
and end up not quite doing the
right thing. Practise turning on
and using the tracking devices
that you’ve got and make sure
you know exactly what knot you’re
going to use to tie the balloon
on. Any kind of secure snare or
hitching knot will work, but
it’s important to know that your
knot is definitely not going to
come undone. At that point you’re
either releasing the balloon, or
in the worst scenario, dropping
a box full of your priceless
equipment from 17km up…”

Find out more about unmanned
balloons at casa.gov.au

The Civil Aviation Safety
Authority regulates unmanned
flights in Australia and issues
notices to any airmen who
will be around when a balloon
flight is taking place. So it’s
important to apply for clearance
from them to launch a balloon
so that you’re not going to be
interfering with any existing air
traffic. It’s completely free,
and is a simple form you have to
fill out. Firstly, call CASA on
131 757 and they will send it to
you with guidance on how to fill
it out. Then, you send it off a
few days before your flight to
gain approval.

Ready to fly? Keen has some
tips. “The most important
thing you can do is familiarise
yourself with all of the
equipment and every stage of

You can learn from these chaps, who are now experts at tying 
very strong knots on balloons

NASA IN YOUR BACKYARD, AUSSIES!

Let T3 decipher the regulations with Alex Keen of Sent 
Into Space to offer advice for wannabe astronauts
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It can only mean one thing: 
our precious space cargo 
has been hijacked…

location to recover our payload. But the
data tells us we’ve overshot and need to 
double back to the local golf club.

We park up and, switching to the SMS
system, Alex gets a fix on his phone – it’s
just through some trees and on the 16th
hole. “It should be over there,” he points
into the distance… but there’s no sign of the 
luminous orange ’chute. Just perfectly 
manicured grass. Damn.

Thinking that the Raspberry Pi has spit
the dummy, they call back to base to get an
update on the payload’s location. But we’re
in the right place – which can only mean
that our precious space cargo has already
been hijacked by someone. Two golfers
point us in the direction of the 18th hole
and, yes, there’s our box and parachute
sticking out of a golf trolley. It’s intact and
both of the cameras are still operating –
despite the length of the trip and the
exposure to upper atmosphere conditions!

We thank the club members for their, uh,
‘help’ and head back to the cars, where the
camera footage (which is stored on 128GB
microSD cards) is downloaded onto the
laptop. And… success! There we have it,
one travel edition of T3 drifting lazily
against the epic panorama of planet Earth.
To Alex and Dan, this is just another day at
the office, but for me, I just sent something 

Want to do this in Aus? Check out
habworx.com, who can supply balloons 
and gas, and offer more advice.

into space (what? I was the last one to 
touch it so I’m claiming it).

Both cameras shot for the entire 
duration of the flight and, more
importantly, survived the extremes of
temperature and altitude. The footage
from both is gorgeous; it may only be
1080p resolution (it requires two battery 
packs to shoot 4K, which reduces
maximum height and can cause the
cameras to overheat), but it looks amazing.
And no wonder: the tracking data tells us
that it was shot at an altitude of 37.8km; 
just shy of the height of Felix
Baumgartner’s record-breaking freefall.

gas has been put into the balloon,
and the payload is secure, it’s time for 
lift-off.

With all the gear on board, including the
Kaiser Baas X4 and GoPro HERO5 Black
action cameras (we thought it was better
to send two in case one didn’t work), Alex
and Dan gently feed the balloon out until
I’m left holding just the payload. With one 
had I gently lift it up and set it on its 
journey. Next stop… space.

Actually, our next stop is a quick pub
lunch along the flight path (there’s a bunch
of useful online tools you can use to predict 
your balloon’s likely trajectory, such as
predict.habhub.org). It takes a couple of
hours for the balloon to ascend and then an 
hour or so to fall back to Earth – target
ascent and descent rates are 5m/s or
18km/h and 6m/s or 21.6km/h – so we head 
for the landing zone after a food break. 

STARMAG
45 minutes later and, looking like a scene
from Twister, we’re barrelling along in a
convoy, Alex at the wheel, Dan on the
laptop monitoring the tracking data, and
me and the photographer, Olly, in hot
pursuit. We pull up along some golden
wheat fields glowing in the afternoon sun, 
which feels like the absolute perfect 
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Ever had to deal with
space debris as a golf
course hazard? These 
folks have… 
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IT’S HIGH,
BUT IS IT SPACE?
There’s actually no real boundary where
outer space begins, but it’s generally
accepted that anything above the Kármán
line – 100km up where aeronautical flight
is impossible – is where ‘space’ begins.
So technically we only sent a copy of T3 up
into the stratosphere, or ‘near space’. But
we’re counting it anyway, because… look!
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Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU
THE CLEAREST RECOMMENDATIONS
WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS A GREAT
DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products
the T3 team would happily use ourselves,
we end up discarding a significant number
of options in each category before settling
on a final shortlist to review. In this
respect, T3 Select does exactly what it
says on the tin, picking only the best of
the best to test; the gear we know you’ll
want to seriously consider purchasing.

And that should mean an end to you
having to undertake hours of painstaking
research and product comparisons.

You won’t see any duff products
featured in our tests, but you will come
away with clarity on which one is the
best in its category or for a specific
task: our awards badges (see below)
ensure that everything T3 recommends
is clearly highlighted on the page.

It goes without saying that every
product in T3 Select has been thoroughly
tested by our team of experts, enabling
you to buy with total confidence.

How we test…
The scores
explained

Awarded to products that
are energy-efficient
or help to protect the
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates
exceptional industrial

design and refinement, in
addition to being great

This accolade and others
like it show you which

gear is best for specific
features or tasks

This is given to winners
of our group tests, so

you can see exactly which
is the best at a glance

Only the best products
– those that score five
stars – receive our

coveted Platinum Award

68  iMac with Retina 
4K Display

72  DJI Spark
74  LG W7
78  Nokia 3, 5, 6 & 8
80  Microsoft Surface 

Book with 
Performance Base

82  Bookshelf speakers

REVIEWED IN DEPTH
THIS MONTH...

ISSUE 179 /    
OCT/NOV 17

The 4K Retina 
iMac finally 
gets the power 
its screen  
deserves 

p68

Eye eye

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
best-in- class product
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REVIEW

hen the iMac with Retina
4K display first came
out, it was a bit of an
odd machine. For a lot

of people, it should be a nearly
ideal desktop choice: you get a
fantastic, highly detailed display
for viewing photos or working,
quad-core processor power and
the advantages of a desktop, such
as lots of connection ports and big
storage options.

But while it was a pretty good
machine, it didn’t really reach that
potential, thanks to some specific
disappointments. First among them
was that it came with a slow 1TB
mobile hard drive, instead of a
Fusion Drive (Apple’s name for
mixing a small SSD with a large hard
drive for making Macs feel fast and
offer big storage, but without the
expensive cost of equivalent pure
flash drives), which should always
have been included as a minimum.
The other main gripe was that its
visuals were powered by Intel’s
integrated graphics chips (rather
than a dedicated GPU), which was
okay for basic use, but didn’t give
much headroom for intensive tasks
that benefit a lot from a beefy
graphics chip. It was half-baked.

However, with another 20 months
in the oven, the 2017 models have

risen to a much more impressive
finish. For a start, you can now get
a 4K model for cheaper – much
cheaper – than before.

When the 4K iMac launched in
2015, it cost $2,299, and it was the
top-of-the-range 21.5-inch Mac
model, with two non-4K models
beneath it. But in late 2016, Apple
responded to the devaluation of the
Australian Peso by raising prices
accordingly. So, in the 2017 range,
we have the equivalent top-of-the-
line $2,199 model that we’re
reviewing here, but there’s also a
new $1,899 4K model, which
is cheaper than the previous model,
and happens to be even cheaper
than what you might have paid if
you bought the previous model at
launch. That’s not all.

There’s also a cheaper-still $1,599
non-4K model in this new line-up,
which is only dual-core, and features
Intel integrated graphics instead of
the AMD Radeon graphics in the
other two. Maybe even more
importantly, it only offers a Full HD
1920x1080 non-wide-colour screen,
which just seems antiquated at this
point. Given all that, we strongly
recommend spending the extra
$300 on getting a 4K model, even
though it’s quite a leap. As you’ll see,
it’s worth it.

SPECIFICATIONS

NEARLY TWO YEARS AFTER ITS DEBUT, THE 4K RETINA iMAC GETS THE EXTRA POWER IT ALWAYS DESERVED,
BUT THOSE LOOKING FOR COMPACT 4K GAMING WILL HAVE TO SEARCH ELSEWHERE

W
So what do you get for your 

money in this Mac? Front and centre 
is still the gorgeous 4K display.  
At 4096x2304 pixels, it’s actually 
slightly higher resolution than the 
Ultra HD 4K broadcasting standard 
(which is 3840x2160). This doesn’t 
mean much in practice, though it’s 
nice for videographers working in 
the Cinema 4K video format, which 
is 4096 pixels wide (some common 
DSLRs record this, so it’s not that 
obscure a thing to care about…  
just pretty obscure). 

The important thing is that it’s 
super-crisp for viewing your photos 
on, can provide a huge amount of 
working space for documents and 
windows if you tweak the settings 
for how macOS is sized, supports 
the P3 wide colour gamut for 
making compatible images 
(including those taken on an iPhone 
7) look more realistic than other 
screens, and the display is now 
brighter than before. This helps 
improve the reflectivity of the screen 

It’s all about  
the details

PRICE $2,199 URL apple.com/au SCREEN 21.5-inch P3 LCD 
RESOLUTION 4096x2304 PROCESSOR Intel Core i5 3.4GHz 
quad-core GRAPHICS AMD Radeon Pro 560 4GB MEMORY 8GB 
STORAGE 1TB Fusion Drive CONNECTIVITY 802.11ac Wi-Fi, 
4x USB 4, 2x Thunderbolt 3, SDXC, 3.5mm, Ethernet

RIGHT For a compact 
but strong desktop 
package, there’s not 
much better
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iMac 4K
 Select 

BIGGER THAN 4K
The iMac’s display is actually 
higher resolution than Ultra HD 
4K, at 4096x2304. It’s one of the

Apple’s Magic Mouse continues 
to be… not our favourite 
pointing device. You can 
order a Magic Trackpad 
instead for $179, which ain’t 
cheap, but we much prefer it

Some love it, some hate it,
so it’s worth trying it out 
yourself before buying
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REVIEW
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– these are among the best Apple 
has made for cutting down on 
reflections from windows or 
flourescent lights – and is actually 
just generally impressive at making 
everything look super-vibrant. 
Colours really shout and pop on the 
iMac’s display, and with the sheer 
number of pixels in the space, it’s 
just brilliant for viewing your photos.
Most of its all-in-one rivals pack 4K 
into a 27-inch screen, which can be  
a bit of a monstrous size on small 
desks (and Apple’s own 27-inch iMac
ups the detail to 5K, of course).

Next up is the processor, which  
is a 3.4GHz Intel Core i5 quad-core 
chip here, compared to a 3.1GHz 
quad-core unit in the previous 
model (the $1,899 model gets a 
3.0GHz quad-core chip). As is often 
the case with these generational 

Apple has gone from using Intel’s
thoroughly middling GPU in the 2015 
model to a much beefier dedicated 
chip from AMD. This is obviously
a step up for games, but it’s great
elsewhere, too – apps from
consumer-level stuff like Photos to 
pro software like After Effects use
the graphics chip for a lot of tasks. 
Skimping on its performance meant 
skimping on the capability of these 
apps, but that’s all changed with
the Radeon Pro 560 here.

First thing’s first – it’s a big step 
up for gaming. Macs generally still
have performance issues with
games, and using weak GPUs in the 
past hasn’t helped. The difference in 
this model compared to the previous 
one is huge. Running Tomb Raider’s 
benchmark at 1920x1080 on High
settings, we got 49fps compared

The alternatives

Awesome screen in a  
tidy package

Built-in Fusion Drive on 
the $2,199 model

Still not enough 
power for 4K games

updates, the difference between the 
speed of the previous model and 
this one looks small, and practical 
results bear this out.

In Geekbench, the improvement 
is a little under 10 per cent, and 
when we run a real-world test of 
a difficult video encode, we see the 
same 10% improvement. So, nothing 
ground-breaking, but then 
processor power was never a slouch 
here anyway. You get stronger 
performance than the Dell machine 
listed below, though the HP Envy 
has the iMac beaten on serious 
multi-core tasks, due to its Core i7 
quad-core processor being 
HyperThreaded, so it acts like eight 
cores. Still, this is a strong performer. 

The area in which we’re really 
expecting big improvements from 
the previous 4K iMac is graphics. 

ABOVE The ports 
are still lined up 
neatly, but kind of 
inaccessibly, on 
the back

STRIKES LIKE THUNDERBOLT (3) 
The 2017 iMacs feature Thunderbolt 
3, meaning you can connect crazy-

fast peripherals (including external 
graphics cards) and 5K monitors  

iMAC WITH
5K RETINA
DISPLAY

 The 4K iMac’s big 
brother comes with 
a 5120x2880 27-inch 
screen, and the option

of much more powerful graphics, including the 
VR-capable Radeon Pro 580 8GB.
From $2,699, apple.com/au

MICROSOFT
SURFACE
STUDIO

 Extravagant, but 
first-class design. 
This 28-inch beast 
has a swaggering 

4500 x3000 screen, and the base model packs 
a quad-core Intel Core i5 chip with 8GB of RAM.  
From $4,699, microsoft.com/en-au

HP ENVY
34-B011A

 A monster 34-inch 
3440 x1440 screen 
with a meaty Core i7 
processor, 8GB of RAM, 
a 1T SSHD bolstered 

with 8GB flash cache, and AMD Radeon RX 460 
graphics, as well as B&O speakers. But it’s pricey.
$3,699, hp.com
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to 29fps in the last one – a 66 per 
cent improvement. Set to the 
screen’s native 4096x2304 
resolution, the difference was a 
colossal 92 per cent – though we still
only got 12.3fps on this test in the 
new model, so don’t expect complex
games to be playable at 4K with 
bells and whistles.

Even with those improvements, 
it’s still not exactly blockbuster 
power for a $2,199 machine, though 
we should say that other all-in-ones 
aren’t really any better equipped for
gaming (other than Windows being 
generally superior for it than 
macOS) – if you want 4K graphics 
performance, get a tower, basically.

FUSION REACTION
The big fix other than the GPU  
is that you get a Fusion Drive as 
standard in this iMac. It’s a 1TB 
model, and the use of flash storage 
alongside a big hard disk makes  
an absolutely massive difference 
compared to just a hard drive. Macs 
store the operating system and your
most-used files and apps on the 
flash (and use it for file transfers), so
it mostly feels as if you’re just using 
an SSD. Less-used files get shifted to
the hard dive automatically, but it all
acts just as one big batch of storage.
Obviously, all-flash storage is better,
but it’s also punishingly expensive 

like it. That said, we’re surprised to
not see Touch ID included in this day
and age – if you’ve used a new
MacBook Pro, this will feel like a big
backwards step. The Touch Bar
we’re less bothered about, but it’d
definitely be nice to have.

And we have to say, it really feels
like it’s time for an iMac design
refresh, cutting back on the bezels
that Apple has slimmed down
elsewhere. And can we not have
options for other colours, like the
MacBooks and MacBook Pros?

Still, the important thing is that
the 4K iMac gets the internal
performance to match its fantastic
screen – making this a great all-in-
one desktop pick.

T3 RATES Beautiful high-res 
screen with a small footprint; 
good CPU power; speedy Fusion 
Drive; graphics power improved….  
T3 SLATES …but is still only 
decent; no Fusion Drive in $1,899 
model; no Touch ID.
T3 SAYS The 4K iMac is a really 
nice machine – the screen is just 
brilliant, the power is good and 
it’s competitively priced.

for 1TB or more, and what you want 
in a desktop is probably plenty of 
room to keep your photos and 
videos, and files going back years. 
That’s what you get here, but with  
a giant speed boost for day-to-day 
stuff. You can configure to all-flash 
for a handsome fee, of course. 

That said, we kind of can’t believe 
that the $1,899 model only comes 
with a 1TB hard drive – no Fusion 
Drive. Apple, this is a premium 
machine, and a little 32GB stick of 
flash storage is not breaking your 
bank. Just throw it in. (You can 
configure the $1,899 model to have 
a 1TB Fusion Drive for $160, but 
that’s steep – you’d be much better 
off paying the extra $160 to get the 
top model’s other upgrades.)

You get 8GB of RAM here, which 
is just fine for most people, though  
if you’re delving into editing photos 
from a DSLR, or like to edit video, 
springing for the 16GB or even 32GB 
upgrade is wise, since you can’t add 
more RAM yourself later like you can 
on most PCs (though, again, not all 
all-in-ones). Apple’s RAM upgrades 
are really expensive, but you don’t 
have a lot of choice.

The new iMac comes with Apple’s 
updated Magic Keyboard 2, which 
has a more crisp response to the 
keys. It won’t win over classic 
mechanical keyboard lovers, but we 

ABOVE The iMac look 
hasn’t changed in 
a while – with all 
its competitors 
trimming the bezel, 
isn’t it time Apple 
did the same?

For work and photos, 
this is a really great 
package for the cost



JI has outdone itself
with the new Spark, a
pint-sized model that
can do pretty much

everything its bigger brothers can
— and then some at times.

With a main body that’s about the
size of a can of soft drink, the Spark
sits comfortably on your palm (and
take off and land on it, too) and
while that makes it feel a little more
toy-like than its siblings, its compact
size belies how feature-packed it is.
If you’ve been holding off buying a
drone because you’re intimidated by
their size (or their price point), the
Spark could change your mind.

It’s mighty colourful, too,
eschewing boring shades of grey for
vibrant greens, yellows, blues and
reds. Plus, weighing in at just 300g
– and housed in its own hard foam
case – the Spark can fit into your
backpack, with all its extras
included. Unlike other drones, the
Spark’s limbs don’t fold into the

body, although the propellers do
come together. Nor does it have any
landing gear – just two stubby feet
which are perfect for a palm landing.

To make a pint-sized quadcopter,
DJI has had to make compromises
on performance. The Spark’s top
speed of 50km/h is slower than the
Mavic Pro’s 64km/h, and it can’t f y
as far as its bigger brother either,
with a maximum transmission
distance of just 2km (when using the
remote controller) compared to the
Mavic Pro’s 6km. You’ll squeeze 16
minutes from the removable battery,
and the 1080p camera and 2-axis
gimbal falls short of the Mavic Pro’s
4K/3-axis combo.

Despite those shortcomings, the
Spark is still whippet smart — it not
only features obstacle avoidance,
but also comes with extra sensors
for its intelligent flight modes called
QuickShot, TapFly, ActiveTrack, and
Gesture. The Spark has one
particular party trick up its sleeve

SPECIFICATIONS

D
— it can launch and land on your 
palm and take instructions from 
hand gestures. Hold it at face level, 
double-tap the power button and 
the mini drone can recognise the 
pilot, take off and hover or move 
according to the user’s hand 
movements. Taking a selfie in 
Gestures mode is as easy as holding 
four fingers around your face like 
picture frame.

Gestures mode doesn’t always 
work perfectly Move too fast and the 
camera has a hard time tracking you, 
but go too slow and it can get 
confused as to what a gesture 
means. Once everything is in line 
and you’ve mastered the gestures, 

PRICE From $859 URL dji.com WEIGHT 300g SIZE 
143×143×55mm MAX ASCENT AND DESCENT SPEED 3m/s MAX 
ELEVATION 4,000m CAMERA 1/2.3” CMOS, 12MP, 1080p/30 
ISO RANGE Video 100-3200, Photo 100-1600 MAX SPEED 
50km/h BATTERY CAPACITY 1,480mAh

G AS COINED FOR THIS DECEPTIVELY DIMINUTIVE D ONE
THAT CAN TAKE OFF FROM – AND BE CONTROLLED BY – THE PALM OF YOUR HAND

ABOVE Removeable 
batteries, yours 
for an extra $69 
each, give Spark 
some extra flight 
time.
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REVIEW

‘GOOD THINGS COME IN SMALL PACKAGES’ WAS COINED FOR THIS DECEPTIVELY DIMINUTIVE DRONE

FIXED LENS
The Spark stablises footage shot 
with its inbuilt 1080p/30fps 
camera thanks to its  
mechanical gimbal



 Select 
DJI SPARK

s actually a lot of fun. In
e control makes it
asy for anyone – beginner
control the Spark. That

o plan on using
Gestures a lot, we’d recommend you
invest in a set of propeller guards
(available for $29) to keep your
fingers from getting nicked.

FLIGHT PATH
Flying the drone manually, either via
an app or the remote control (which
is available separately for $259, or
included as part of the $1,199 Fly
More Combo), is just as easy. If
you’re a newbie and not comfortable
with jumping straight into the pilot’s
seat, you can get some basic flight
lessons from the simulator mode
built in the DJI Go 4 app. Once
you’ve got a hang of it, flying the
drone is simple. If you’ve flown a
drone before, you probably won’t
need to use the optional Beginner
Mode, which limits the drone’s speed
and joystick sensitivity.

Thanks to the combination of its
smaller size and built-in obstacle
avoidance tech, The Spark is the first
DJI drone that can be flown indoors.
However, we wouldn’t recommend
indoor flight as it lacks rear-facing
sensors. The little drone is nimble in

the air, but hovering takes up quite a
bit of power, as does flying the
drone in wind, but the Spark has
DJI’s standard Return To Home
(RTH) feature – where it’ll fly back to
its starting point – which should
ensure a safe landing before the
battery completely runs out of juice.
In fact, RTH automatically kicks in
even when the connection to the
controller or your smartphone is lost
— although it won’t work indoors, as
it requires a strong GPS signal.

If you find the virtual joysticks in
the app a challenge, the TapFly
mode makes things easy. Selecting
TapFly in the app’s Intelligent Mode
brings up the scene (or landscape)
on your screen. Tap a particular
point on the screen and Spark will
slowly make its way there. Thanks to
extra sensors, the Spark can even
track a moving object while dodging
obstacles. Finally, QuickShot sends
the Spark on four preprogrammed
flight paths, but it’s important to
keep in mind that the quadcopter’s
Wi-Fi range drops off after 300m
horizontally and 150m up vertically
when using your smartphone.

Balanced on a dual-axis gimbal,
the camera live streams footage to
the screen of the remote controller
or your smartphone at 720p, but

video is recorded at Full HD 1080p
to a microSD card inserted directly
into the drone itself. Still images are
captured in 12MP resolution and we
found them to be sharp with rich
colour and contrast. While the
electronic image stabilisation and
two-axis gimbal eliminate most of
the vibrations from flight and wind,
ultimately the Spark is an entry-level
drone. If you demand professional-
grade photography, one of DJI’s
higher-end offerings with 4K would
arguably be a better option.

T3 RATES Compact, colourful
design; intuitive hand gestures
make this easy to operate for
total newbies.
T3 SLATES Camera only shoots at
30fps; indoor flying is pretty
hit and miss.
T3 SAYS A truly remarkable
entry-level quadcopter that still
holds strong appeal for anyone
familiar with drone flying, and
palm-launch is fantastic. Easy to
fly and fun to use, it’s a smart
package for under $900.

ABOVE If you find 
it hard to tell if 
your hand gestures 
are working, keep 
an eye on the front 
propeller lights –
green is go.
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however, it’s
fact, gesture
relatively ea
or pro – to c
said, if you did if
G t l

FIXED LENS
The Spark stablises footage shot 
with its inbuilt 1080p/30fps 
camera thanks to its  
mechanical gimbal
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ehold the wallpaper TV.
As flat as day-old Cristal,
and just as likely to
grace Jay Z’s kitchen,

the LG W7 is an OLED panel like
no other that’s come before.

Given that LG has been curling
OLED panels for years, albeit in
the privacy of its own R&D labs,
perhaps we shouldn’t be too
surprised by this remarkably
flexible screen. But to experience
it close up, to gingerly bend the
2.57mm panel ourselves and stick
it flush on a wall using nothing but
magnets is still a mind-bender.
But is it really worth more than
thirteen grand?

A DESIGN STATEMENT
That’s just the start of it. For that
price you get the 65-inch variant,
but for an extra $26,500 you can
take home the mammoth 77-inch
model. Both Signature W7 TVs
comprise a UHD OLED panel with a
separate soundbar/tuner hub.
The two of these are linked by a thin
flat ribbon cable which carries
sound, vision and power.

The TV mounts onto a matching
wall plate using magnetic lugs,
which snap perfectly together.
Don’t think about mounting this set
any other way, however. The panel
doesn’t have the rigidity to stand
upright on its own.

The matching soundbar is a big
beast. Unlike the panel it can’t be

mounted on a wall. It boasts a Dolby
Atmos decoder, but this doesn’t
actually perform in the way you
might expect.

The soundbar has four HDMI
inputs. These are HDCP 2.2
compliant, which means they can
all be used with 4K sources, such as
UHD Blu-ray and 4K set top boxes.
There’s also a trio of USBs (one of
which is a fast USB 3.0 port for HD
recordings), an AV minijack and
an optical digital audio output
(although no one in their right
mind is going to output audio to
a soundbar, from a soundbar).
Obviously, there’s dual-band Wi-Fi
and Ethernet too.

FEATURES AND FUNCTION
The W7 may look extraordinary, but
up and running it behaves much like
any other LG Smart TV. That’s no
drawback, though. It launches with
the Bean Bird mascot, holds your
hand through the tuning process
and leaves you cosseted in LG’s
minimalistic but very clever webOS
interface.

The set uses the latest 3.5
iteration of the webOS platform. The
user experience is much the same as
we’ve seen before, albeit with fun
tweaks. There’s an OLED gallery,
which displays works of art or your
own image folders. You can also
zoom into recordings and save them
to USB (though we struggle to think
why you might want to).

SPECIFICATIONS

WITH THE SIGNATURE W7, LG HAS CREATED SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY.
WE HANG OUT WITH THE WORLD’S FIRST WAFER-THIN TV

B
Perhaps the best new feature is 

the ability to play 360-degree VR 
footage, exactly like you would on a 
tablet, using the Magic Remote 
control to scroll around the image. 

Don’t let the wafer-thin novelty of 
the W7 fool you. The image quality 
of this next-gen OLED is insanely 
good. We’ve long applauded OLED’s 
pure black performance, but here it’s 
augmented with superb near-black 
shadow detail alongside an array of 
sumptuous colours.

Crucially, compared to the panels 
we saw last year, we also noticed 
dramatically higher HDR (High 
Dynamic Range) brightness.

LG says HDR can peak at 1,000 
nits on the W7, but this would only 
be for itsy-bitsy sparkles. Larger 
splodges of brightness are less 
intense, and a full white screen is 
power limited to just 150 nits. But 
these numbers mean little overall. 
Image dynamics are all we care 
about, and in this regard the W7 
consistently shines.

OLED up against 
the wall

REVIEW

PRICE $13,499 (65-inch), $39,999 (77-inch)  
URL lg.com/au RESOLUTION 3840 x 2160 SCREEN OLED 
SIZE 65-inch, 77-inch SMART TV PLATFORM webOS v3.5  
CONNECTIVITY  4 x HDMI, 3 x USB, optical digital audio 
out, Wi-Fi, optical, headphone TUNERS Freeview Play 
aerial, Freesat satellite SCREEN DIMENSIONS & WEIGHT 
825 x 1450 x 4mm, 7.6kg SOUNDBAR DIMENSIONS & WEIGHT 
1260 x 78 x 198mm, 10kg

RIGHT The latest 
webOS allows you 
to watch 360 degree 
videos, using the 
Magic Remote to 
navigate  
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 Select 
LG Signature W7

TOTAL PIXEL CONTROL
OLED offers pixel dimming which enables
the screen to achieve deep black and
ensures there’s no haloing or bloom
around bright objects

POP-UP SOUNDBAR SPEAKERS
Those funky speakers which rise from 

the Dolby Atmos soundbar aren’t Dolby-
enabled upfirers and don’t deliver any 

extra height in the sound

This is an impossibly 
cool TV, and the image 
quality is awesome

TUNER CHOICE
The W7 has a FreeviewPlus 
TV tuner. That means all 

mainstream catch-up channels 
can be accessed from a roll-

back TV guide



REVIEW
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LG likes to pile its HDR acronyms 
high. So in addition to HDR10, the 
static metadata standard everyone 
uses, there’s dynamic metadata 
Dolby Vision and broadcast HDR 
HLG (Hybrid Log-Gamma) support. 
We even get Advanced HDR from 
Technicolor, although we’re not quite
sure what to do with it. 

Test footage from Planet Earth 2, 
employing HLG HDR, had us 
basically salivating with its depth 
and clarity. More, please.

PICTURE PERFORMANCE
Dolby Vision looks great, though 
not markedly different to HDR10. 
Intriguingly, LG says its 2016 4K 
OLEDs actually used “a hack of a 
Standard Dynamic Range chipset” 
and that its 2017 models are the first
to use a genuine HDR solution.

with a higher average picture level 
than the standard Cinema setting. It 
consistently looks better with Mad 
Max Fury Road (UHD Blu-ray).
Colour richness is enhanced, and
highlights are more consistent
between shots.

Running a 4K test disc, the W7
offers an uncompromised high
frequency performance, with
supreme levels of detail. LG’s lab
coats have developed a Bit Depth
Enhancement algorithm to refine
low grey levels, and created a
de-contour algorithm to reduce
noise. We could still see some fizz in 
the image, distinct from film grain, 
but it was never irksome.

Off axis viewing is consistently
impressive. There’s no loss of
contrast or colour, even at extreme 
angles. Usability niceties include an 

The alternatives

Wafer-thin OLED display 
with great two-piece design

Versatile webOS  
smart platform

Flawed Dolby Atmos 
soundbar hub

Given that most of the stuff you’ll 
be watching will still be regular SDR, 
there’s also an HDR Effect mode 
which provides a 25 per cent peak 
luminance boost in darker images, 
and 30-40 per cent more in brighter 
scenes. It works rather well.

More contentiously, LG has also 
developed Active HDR, which it 
suggests optimises static (HDR10) 
and zero (HLG) HDR services. We’re 
not quite so sold on that one.

Image presets run the gamut of 
Cinema, Sports, Games, ISF Expert 
bright room, ISF Expert Dark room, 
Vivid and Standard, with the latter 
being the most reliable go-to option. 
These are also HDR variations: 
Standard, Cinema Home, Cinema, 
Games and Vivid. 

The Cinema Home mode aims to 
maintain HDR integrity but tempts 

ABOVE The W7’s 
soundbar is loud at 
60W but has limited 
bass response. 
There’s no sub-
output to add an 
optional subwoofer

ONY KD-65A1
Sony’s first foray 

to 4K OLED TV 
chnology features a 
vel twist. Acoustic 
rface technology 
fectively turns the 

65-in screen itself into a 2x20W speaker, courtesy
of a pair of stereo actuators on the rear panel.
$7,499, sony.com.au

PANASONIC
TH-65EZ1000U
OLED

 This flagship 
Panasonic OLED 
is bolstered by an 
80W Dynamic Blade 

Speaker designed by Technics, and uses a 4K Pro 
Studio Colour HCX2 processor tuned by Hollywood.
$8,899, panasonic.com.au

SAMSUNG 
QA55Q7FAMWXXY
QLED

 Not to be confused 
with OLED, this is 
an LCD panel using 
Quantum Dot tech. 

The blacks approach the depths of OLED, it’s very 
bright, and all at a more reasonable cost.
$4,499, samsung.com.au

WHAT’S IN A CABLE?
The thin umbilical cable 
used to link the display 
to soundbar/hub is just 
47cm long. LG does offer 
an extension lead, which 
extends reach to 160cm

SO

int
tec
no
Su
eff

65 i it lf i t 2 20W
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Eye Comfort Mode, which changes 
the colour temperature from a blue 
to warm white, in order to reduce 
eye strain, and a Pixel Refresher with
Screen Shift that aims to combat 
screen retention.

LG’s TruMotion image 
interpolation modes have always 
been something of a mixed bag. 
Given that the W7’s 100Hz panel is 
natively fast, you might well wonder
why you need them at all. Certainly, 
when switched off the panel still 
provides excellent motion clarity 
from a filmic point of view.

We found both the Clear and 
Smooth settings introduce overt 
motion artefacts. When Tom Hardy 
makes his leap of faith during that 
first chase sequence in Fury Road, 
his body is swaddled in a noisy 
smudge. The TruMotion User setting
offers relief. Set De-judder at 0 and 
De-blur at 7 to remove artefacts but
retain motion detail. 

WHEN DOLBY ATMOS ISN’T
While the W7’s image quality is 
astounding, we can’t help but feel 
the W7’s Dolby Atmos-branded 
soundbar/tuner is something of a 
misnomer. Those distinctive 
cylindrical speakers which rise from 
the top of the unit are not up-firing 
height speakers. They’re simply 
there to elevate the main 

The W7 might rightly be
considered the eighth wonder of the
(TV) world. This deconstructed
flatscreen clearly sets OLED apart
from rivals. Of course the slim design
is as much a challenge as a triumph.
The panel can’t sensibly be divorced
from its soundbar, and while this
outperforms vanilla TV sound
systems, it remains a limiting factor.

Not that this matters a jot. The
W7 will doubtless find an eager
audience with oligarchs, sports stars
and the design-conscious. The good
news for the rest of us, given that all
of this year’s LG OLEDs share the
same panel technology, is that is
there’s probably an LG OLED TV
coming that we’ll all want to own. It
just might not be paper-thin.

T3 RATES Stunning image quality; 
universal HDR support; great 
webOS interface.
T3 SLATES Not easy to accomodate; 
limited Dolby Atmos support; poor 
bass audio; frickin’ expensive.
T3 SAYS The LG W7 is the most 
astonishing OLED TV we’ve seen. 
Image quality is exceptional and 
its design is extraordinary!

soundstage a touch to better 
integrate the noise it makes.

Pointedly, the W7 soundbar 
doesn’t even recognize an Atmos 
bitstream when it comes from a 
Blu-ray player. That’s because it’s 
designed to decode Dolby Atmos 
from a Dolby Digital Plus container. 
In the US, this means it works with 
the Vudu streaming service. In 
Australia, the same applies to shows 
on Netflix.

But with a Blu-ray source (at time 
of testing), be it Dolby Atmos or 
DTS, you just get wide stereo. LG 
says it’s optimistic a firmware fix can 
resolve this problem. When it does 
recognize Dolby Atmos, the 
soundstage opens up. However 
there’s no sense of 3D audio 
immersion. 

And no firmware fix will resolve 
the soundbar’s lack of bass. It goes 
loud but lacks slam, and with no sub-
out option, you can’t rope in an 
optional subwoofer. The end result 
isn’t remotely the same as Dolby 
Atmos on a full-fat home theatre 
system, or even LG’s own SJ9 Dolby 
Atmos soundbar, which boasts 
proper built-in upfirers and a 
wireless subwoofer.

That said, the W7 soundbar does 
represent a significant improvement 
over everyday TV sound systems. 
It’s just not what you might expect. 

ABOVE The W7 uses 
a Neutral Black 
Polariser to boost 
contrast and black 
levels during 
daytime viewing

SIT WHERE
YOU WANT

The W7 offers 
excellent off-
angle viewing. 
Even when you 
slouch in the 

corner, there’s 
no big drop in 

contrast or 
colour intensity

3D BEGONE
Bad news for 3D 

enthusiasts - the 
W7 is 2D only, so 
you’ll not need 
those Real-D 3D 
spex you’ve been 

hoarding from the 
local picture house 
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T3 RATES A lot of tech for the
price; dual lenses on the rear
produce lovely images; security
updates come through immediately.
T3 SLATES Front and rear camera
activation is mostly a gimmick;
vanilla Android is a bit bland.
T3 SAYS Handsome, capable and the
price is nothing short of
remarkable for the tech you get
here. Nokia’s back, and in a big
way with this flagship.

p
count, this is an
impressive phone
to look at.

ABOVE RIGHT Dual 
lenses are de 
rigueur with high-
end units, and the 
camera bump is a 
measly 0.4mm

t’s safe to say that most 
T3 readers will have 
owned a Nokia handset 
at one point in their life; 

the Finnish brand was synonymous 
with mobile phones throughout the 
‘90s and most of the ‘00s. 

That all changed with the arrival 
of the iPhone, however, and after 
Microsoft’s troubled acquisition of 
the company in 2014, it appeared 
that Nokia’s time in the phone 
business was well and truly over. 

While the phone arm of the 
original Nokia corporation may no 
longer exist, the brand lives on 
through HMD Global, a Finland-
based company made up of key 
staff from Nokia’s past, and founded 
Arto Nummela, a 17-year Nokia 
veteran. With the Windows Phone 
platform in the past, Nokia has 
kicked off its return with four 
separate handsets: three for the 
budget market, and this flagship. 
Each runs stock Android Nougat.

The lightweight nature of Android 
assures predictability in a lot of 
ways. It’s a huge part of the appeal 
of a phone that’s otherwise perhaps 
a little bit bland but still deserves 
praise - and your hard-earned, too.

THE FINNISH BRAND COMES OUT SWINGING WITH ITS NAME 
ON A PROPER FLAGSHIP PHONE – AND THE PRICE IS RIGHT 

Our benchmarks show that it 
goes toe-to-toe and with the HTC 
U11, Sony XZ Premium and the 
Huawei P10. The HTC and Sony units 
have the same chipset as the Nokia 
8, while the Huawei has a Kirin 960 
compared to a Snapdragon 835. All 
you really ned to know is this is a 
snappy phone, briskly flicking 
between webpages and apps. It 
comes in at least $100 cheaper than 
the handsets it’s most-closely 
comparable to (the HTC and Sony) 
and costs the same as the one that it 
really knocks down (the Huawei). 

HMD’s chosen to use stock 
Android on all its new handsets so it 
can rapidly push security and OS 
updates through to the new Nokias, 
which, it says, will include an 
upgrade to the new Android 8.0 
Oreo. That’s quite the coup, and 
makes up for HMD foregoing any 
fancy software inclusions. (On the 
downside, it does mean you’ll have 
to find your own Snake-alike app in 
the Google Play Store.)

At 5.3-inches from corner to 
corner, physically the 8 sits firmly in 
the average size bracket of modern 
phones, though the 1440p screen 
does give it a leg up and means it 

most competing flagships. 
arp, and colourful, that 
actually a bit of a surprise 
ne priced under $900, with 
ixels-per-inch making text 
ges crisp.
r hand, the 8 feels thinner 

than it actually is thanks to a 
pronounced bulge around the frame. 
It’s subtle to look at, but allows for a 
lot of grip, and the fingerprint sensor 
in the lower part of the bezel below 
the screen is easy to reach. We wish 
that sensor was a bit larger, but it’s 
quick to pick up a fingerprint from 
idle. Our test unit was a brushed 
silver colour, the smooth rear 
interrupted only by a very slight 
camera bump. 

Where the Nokia 8 really shows 
some flair is its twin camera mode, 
which activates both the rear and 
front-facing lenses to shoot what’s in 
front of you, and yourself at the 
same time. It’s not the first phone to 
do this, though it definitely is the 
smartest, and doesn’t miss a beat 
when shooting video. 

$899, nokia.com

I

Nokia 8 ABOVE h a screen
resolution of 1440p
and dense pixel 
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REVIEWS



 Select 
NOKIA 3, 5, 6 & 8 

AIMED SQUARELY AT BUDGET-
CONSCIOUS BUYERS, CAN THIS 
ENTRY-LEVEL PHONE IMPRESS?

A BIG STEP UP IN SPECS AND 
DESIGN MAKE THIS MID-RANGE 
UNIT MORE DESIRABLE

AN IMPRESSIVE CHASSIS 
PARTNERED WITH FINE 
INTERNALS AT A GOOD PRICE

$249, nokia.com $329,nokia.com $399, nokia.com

T3 SAYS Fine for the price, but it’s 
difficult to recommend the Nokia 3 
over its competition. For a little 
more money there’s the better-to- 
be-had Nokia 5, or Moto G5.

T3 SAYS Mid-range and at times 
middling. It’s still a handsome 
phone, and for anyone looking for a 
second phone for holidays or 
emergencies, this could be it.

T3 SAYS For less than $400 this is 
great value. It looks great and 
feels bulletproof, though it won’t 
set any speed records. A fantastic 
budget option that’s far from cheap.

he most budget of the 
three new Nokias looks 
and feels like a phone well 
outside its price range. 

The squared silhouette with rounded 
aluminium edges is striking and even 
the matte polycarbonate back is 
surprisingly un-tacky. Unfortunately, 
most of the praise stops there.

Although the Nokia comes with a 
stock Android 7.0, it runs a little 
sluggishly from the get-go, even with 
the simpler Google Suite apps. This 
doesn’t bode well for having a speedy 
phone in a few months time. Sadly, 
despite the weaker processor and 720p 
display resolution, the battery life 
doesn’t stack up against other phones 
in the budget range — this is usually 
one of the major boons of budget and 
mid-range devices that don’t need 
excessive processing power. The 
camera is serviceable though nothing 
flash, and the 3 is the only new Nokia 
lacking a fingerprint scanner.

itting in the middle of the 
new range, the temptation 
with the Nokia 5 is to either 
drop down to the cheaper 

option, or spend a little more to get 
something flashier. 

And just on its looks alone, the 5 
makes a strong case that you should 
drop that extra $70 and opt for the 
far-more stylish 6. While both handsets 
benefit from an aluminium unibody 
frame, the 5’s rounded edges and thick 
bezel make it a very simple, plain affair.

The internals have been built to be 
lean and, we suspect, to hit that 
attractive price point. The OS runs 
smoothly, though it definitely lags 
when flicking between apps, which we 
put down to a paltry 2GB of RAM.

On the outside and in, the 5 shares a 
lot with the 6. There’s a welcome 
fingerprint sensor on the lower part of 
the bezel, a 13MP rear camera that 
produces fair images in bright sunlight. 
The 5.2-inch screen is nice and clear.

part from its rather stylish 
design, with its smooth 
back, satisfyingly sharp 
edges and metal unibody, 

the Nokia 6 offers a fairly standard 
Android phone experience.  

What does stand out is how sharp, 
clear and colourful the 5.5-inch 1080p 
display is, something that few phones 
can boast within this price range. Don’t 
expect much in terms of performance, 
however, with its dated Snapdragon 
430 processor and Adreno 505 GPU 
delivering some middling benchmark 
scores. A good 3GB of RAM doesn’t do 
much to assuage those results.

Nokia aren’t targeting hardcore 
owners (that’s what the 8 is for), and 
the 6 is simply good value. We like that 
its 32GB of onboard storage can be 
expanded by an extra 256GB via the 
phone’s microSD slot, and its front-
facing fingerprint scanner is fast and 
reliable, giving the device even more of 
a flagship feel in the hand. 

T S A
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REVIEW

uring its short tenure
as a hardware maker,
Microsoft has become
the de-facto trailblazer

for Windows-running devices. It all
started with the lofty promise that
its Surface tablet could replace your
laptop. We were sceptical about it
three years ago, but after the
Surface Pro 3, Microsoft nearly
perfected the formula and showed
veteran computer manufacturers
how hybrids should be made.

Now, Microsoft introduces the

Surface Book as the ‘ultimate laptop’.

Like the Surface tablets before it, this

laptop takes a unique spin on the

notebook format that’s been around

for over 40 years. Between the 3:2

aspect ratio, 13.5-inch screen and its

practically trademarked ‘dynamic

fulcrum’ hinge, and performance-

boost base, there isn’t any machine on

the planet like the Surface Book – and

then, with the touch of a button and a

gentle tug, it becomes a tablet.

Milled from two solid blocks of

magnesium, the Surface Book feels

sturdy and has a mostly minimalistic

style unto its own. From the snake-like

hinge, the flat design and even the

washed-out silver colour, everything

about this laptop seems like it came

from the future.

The specs are a little more 2017 in

nature, inevitably, but nothing to be

sniffed at. For the $3,229 base price,

you get 8GB of RAM and a 2.6GHz

dual-core Intel Core i7 processor,

which powers it in both tablet and

laptop modes. But when the screen

is docked to the Surface Book

Performance Base, you also get the

power of a dedicated graphics chip.

SPECIFICATIONS

D
The NVIDIA GTX 965M offers 2GB 

of video memory, and while it’s not 

exactly top of the line, it’s really strong 

for this size of laptop. The 13-inch 

MacBook Pros only include Intel’s 

integrated graphics chips, which are 

nowhere near as powerful. So for 

games or pro software, including 

Photoshop, or video editing, the 

Surface Book gives you extra grunt.

Creative types are also well-served 

by the 3000 x 2000-pixel display, 

which is beautifully crisp and clear.  

The resolution sits at a happy middle 

PRICE From $3,229.15 URL microsoft.com SCREEN 13.5-
inch 3:2 PixelSense display RESOLUTION 3000 × 2000 
SIZE 312 x 232 x 23mm WEIGHT 1.6kg PROCESSOR Intel 
Core i7 2.6GHz MEMORY 8GB DDR4 GRAPHICS NVIDIA 
GeForce GTX 965M 2GB STORAGE 256GB 

Microsoft Surface Book 
with Performance Base
PART TABLET, PART PRO LAPTOP. THE SURFACE BOOK i7 WITH PERFORMANCE BASE 
PROBABLY SHOULDN’T WORK, BUT IT REALLY, REALLY DOES  

HEADING TO PORT
The Surface Pro has 
two USB ports, an 
SD card reader, and 
Mini DisplayPort… but 
they’re all on the 
Performance Base. The 
tablet can’t connect 
on its own 

ABOVE You get some 
serious graphics 
power for a 13-inch 
machine from the 
Performance Base
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MICROSOFT SURFACE BOOK

ground of being sharper than most 

other laptops (including every 

MacBook in existence) without the 

troubles that plague 4K screens at 

smaller sizes. You’ll never see the 

separation between the pixels, 

because they’re so tiny, and Windows 

10 scales beautifully at 200 per cent.

We even really like the unusual 3:2 

aspect ratio. The ability to read more 

lines of text and not have a Lightroom 

window that’s vertically squished 

together more than makes up for the 

thick black bars that appear when you 

watch movies. Microsoft fashions its 

displays after A4 paper, which makes 

the tablet feel like a natural device for 

writing and art work, especially with 

the included Surface Pen, which is 

accurate. The screen gives just enough 

to the point where it’s close to the feel 

of drawing on real paper.

STAYING ALIVE
You might think all this would mean 
the Surface Book struggles for 
battery life, but it’s quite the 
contrary, actually: it puts out some 
of the longest battery life numbers 
we’ve seen on a laptop this year – 
hybrid or otherwise. Intense tasks will 

see the battery disappear in about 

four hours, but if you’re just playing 

video it can last nine hours. 

At those levels, it even managed to 

rival the MacBook Pro – generally the 

top dog of pro battery life. However,  

at the prices Microsoft is charging  

for Surface Book, it’s an off-kilter 

comparison. Take a look at the $2,399 

entry-level 15-inch MacBook Pro. That 

gives you a bigger display – though 

less pixel-rich at a 2880 x 1800 

resolution – and twice as much 

multitasking power from the new 

MacBook Pro’s quad-core processor 

and 16GB of RAM, with roughly 

equivalent graphics chips. They both 

have 256GB of SSD storage. For 

another $400 you get a slightly faster 

processor, slightly better GPU and 

double the storage.

Of course, you’re missing out on an

entire tablet for the second half of the 

actual creating part. Oh, and the fact 

that Microsoft’s latest release includes

a full-size SD card reader, whereas 

Apple’s doesn’t, works in its favour for

some crowds. This is portability and 

flexibility versus raw power.

GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR
Of course, nothing’s 100 per cent 

perfect (even T3 Platinum Award 

winners), and there are things that 

could be better in the Surface Book 

Pro. We wish it came with 16GB of 

RAM as standard, instead of 8GB –  

not exactly an unreasonable ask for a 

two-grand machine. We’d also like a 

Thunderbolt 3 port for the pros who 

need it. But these are pretty minor 

complaints. Even perennial Windows 

laptop complaints like nasty 

keyboards and dodgy trackpads don’t 

apply here – for once we enjoyed 

navigating Windows using gestures.

The Surface Book with 

Performance Base might be damn 

expensive, but it’s also one of the best, 

most flexible laptops we’ve ever used, 

especially for creative work. We love it.

T3 RATES Futuristic design; 
excellent, unusual display; 
powerful for its size; flexible 
tablet mode; great battery life. 
T3 SLATES Expensive; entry-level 
model has only 8GB of RAM and 
256GB of storage.
T3 SAYS Even if you took away the 
tablet mode and accurate pen, 
this would be a superb laptop. 
Add those on top and it becomes 
one of the best computing buys 
out there right now. A fantastic 
portable work machine.

ABOVE You get some 
amazing flexibility 
from the tablet/
base combination



DESIGN
Hands down, the MR1s are the best-looking
bookshelf speakers out there, boasting an

understated elegance. They’re small enough
to fit almost anywhere in the home without

dominating, and the build quality is brilliant.

FEATURES
Bluetooth aptX means quality streaming. You get

a speaker-mounted control knob and a remote
– both with volume and source control. There’s
an optical out for plugging into a TV or console.

And you can also plug in a subwoofer for more bass.

SOUND
The MR1s make all kinds of music – but especially

instrumental tracks – come to life with their
rich, realistic sound. The bass is powerful and
goes fairly deep, but you won’t be shaking the

room – they’re ideal for a small lounge or study.

USABILITY
Join the MR1s via the bundled audio cable, then

pair them to your phone. Now just sit back and
enjoy the sounds – it’s that simple. The optional

BackPack II ($129) enables you to untether the
MR1s from the mains and take them on the move.

DESIGN
The A1s have a traditional look, which might
jar in more stylish homes, and they’re a touch
on the chunky side. The hub, used to pair your
smartphone, also resembles an electric cooktop.
The speakers have epic build quality, though.

FEATURES
As with the MR1s, audio is dealt with primarily
by streaming tracks over Bluetooth. There are
touch controls on the hub, while a remote gives
you access to the range of functions – volume
control, track selection and audio source.

SOUND
Any shortcomings aimed at the A1s slip away
once you power up these bad boys – the sound
is nothing short of breathtaking, no matter what
you play, encouraging you to listen to every track
till the very end. They’re hugely powerful, too.

USABILITY
Initial set-up was tricky, scuppered by the
guide’s innaccurate instructions. Each
speaker is wireless, enabing you to place them
wherever you have mains power; great for audio
optimisation but you’ll use three sockets in total.

SMALL AND SUAVE, THESE SPEAKERS RETURN
WITH EVEN SWEETER SOUNDS AND LOOKS

BIGGER, MORE POWERFUL AND FULLY WIRELESS, 
BUT ARE THEY TWICE AS GOOD AS THE MR1S?

$699, WWW.SYNERGYAUDIO.COM $1,399.99, WWW.AVREVOLUTION.COM.AU

RATES Superb-sounding; great-looking; utterly simple to
get working, enabling you to enjoy your music effortlessly.
SLATES The sound works brilliantly in smaller spaces,

but can become a little harsh when pushed.

RATES Thrilling, room-filling audio; tank-like build quality; 
ability to place each speaker independently.
SLATES Their looks aren’t for everyone; they’re a bit big  
to place on most furniture – speaker stands are needed.

2nd

Ruark MR1 Mk2 Vs

1st

Wharfedale
Diamond A1

B L U E T O O T H  B O O K S H E L F  S P E A K E R S
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LER WIRELESS HEADPHONES FOR BIG SPENDERS

$549.95, en-au.sennheiser.com

he Sennheiser 
Momentum  
On-Ear Wireless 
headphones are 

d with features, sweet 
als and portable design.
the full-size Momentum 

Wireless cans you get real 
leather; here, Sennheiser uses 
Alcantara – a hard-wearing 
synthetic alternative to suede, 
which looks and feels really 
expensive. They also have a 
steel headband with a sturdy 
hinge that enables you to neatly 
fold them into the carry case.

The ear pads are firm, but
comfortable for long periods,
helped by the headband which
applies even pressure to both.

The headphones have
Bluetooth wireless, NFC, aptX
and Sennheiser’s NoiseGard
active noise cancellation. These
are good rather than stellar,
with occasional wireless
connection blips, and the noise
cancelling is light in comparison
to units from Bose or Sony.

The signature Sennheiser 
sound is lively, though they 
don’t quite have the next-level 
fidelity of the over-ear versions, 
with a smaller soundstage and 
less subtle bass thrills. Basically, 
they sound like a mid-range 
option for a high-end price.

That aside, you do get a 
respectable 22-hour battery, 
though you’ll have to remember 
to turn them off as they won’t 
automatically go into sleep 
modes. The on-cup controls 
also work well, with play, pause 
and skip functions.

Google Wifi
THIS MESH NETWORK ROUTER-CUM-WIFI-EXTENDER 
IS PERFECT FOR BANDWIDTH-HUNGRY HOMES

From $199, madeby.google.com

T3 SAYS Google Wifi is a top
solution for Wi-Fi woes. It’s
easy to set up, and, via the
app, demonstrably improves
Wi-Fi throughput. Perfect
for a streaming- and
download-heavy existence.

f you have a home
with Wi-Fi black
spots, or want to
optimise a home

where the Wi-Fi could be
better, you want Google Wifi.
But what exactly is Google
Wifi? Well, it’s two things,
actually: one, a router which
replaces your current one. This
creates an AC1200, dual-band,
2x2 Wi-Fi ‘mesh’ network, with 
WPA2-PSK encryption. It’s 
built to be fast enough for 4K 
streaming, and for serving 
multiple devices owned by 
multiple power-users. It’s Wi-Fi 
for your average T3 reader’s 
abode, in short. Two, it’s also an 
extender. You can add a second 
unit in your lounge, and then 
another upstairs, and so on, 
creating one seamless network. 

Google recommends adding 
Wifi units “two rooms apart” 
and its network management 
can tell you if you could get 
faster speeds by moving one of 
your Google Wifi points. The 
system is slightly different to a 
standard Wi-Fi extender in that 
as you add further Google  
Wifi units to the network, it 
becomes more robust. That’s 
because, rather than just 

receiving the Wi-Fi signal
from your router, they’re also
receiving signals from each
other, passing the bandwidth
on like a relay runner’s baton.

Placement of the extender
part of your Google Wifi double
pack is easy because the
beautiful mobile app will tell
you when it’s an optimum
distance from the router. It’ll
also tell you how good the 
reception is on whatever mobile
devices you have the app on.

Each unit also contains two 
Gigabit Ethernet ports for 
attaching consoles, TV 
streamers and so on. The usual 
router management tools are 
included, with the option to set 
up a guest network, or reduce 
your kids’ access to the Wi-Fi. 

I
T3 SAYS At $550, you expect 
big things from a pair of 
headphones. These Sennheiser 
On-Ear cans are good quality 
all around, but they’re not 
brilliant in any way.

SMALL
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icking up from where
the rather brilliant HTC
10 left off, the U11 is
HTC’s latest attempt to

get into the hands of Samsung, LG
and Huawei fans.

HTC’s plan is to stuff this phone
with high-res audio, multiple virtual
assistants, colour-changing glass,
and a completely new way
of interacting with your device –
squeezable edges. Yes, you read
that correctly. Squeezable.

The first thing you’ll notice
though is the new fluid glass and
aluminium construction, which is a
departure from HTC’s more recent
phones. It’s thin, sleek and feels
unbelievably well made, with tight
tolerances and an ergonomic curve
around the glass and metal.
It comes in a variety of colours,
including Black, White, Blue,
Amazing Silver and Solar Red –
overseas, at least. While these final
two are the most interesting, as

they’re capable of completely
changing colour depending on the
light, Australia only gets the Black
and Amazing Silver variants.

The U11 has a 5.5-inch screen, but
HTC hasn’t joined the 2017 trend of
reducing the bezel size, so the phone
measures 153.9x75.9x7.9mm. That’s
larger than the S8, but with a smaller
screen. The display itself looks great,
a Quad HD (2560x1440) resolution
and Super LCD 5 display tech. It’s
very bright, sharp and colourful.

It’s a similar story when it comes
to the camera. HTC hasn’t gone for
a flashy dual-lens setup like some of
its rivals, but that’s no bad thing,
because the 12MP HTC UltraPixel 3
camera is a ripper.

With large pixels, a wide f/1.7
aperture, and optical image
stabilisation, the U11 can deliver
bright, colourful and sharp images
reliably in both bright and low
lighting conditions. This is, in part,
thanks to the new automatic ‘HDR

SPECIFICATIONS

P
Boost’ mode, which is very similar to 
the Pixel’s HDR mode. HTC has also 
made the camera quicker with an 
‘UltraSpeed Autofocus’ feature.  
It’s very quick, although, if we’re 
being ultra critical, there’s a little 
more shutter lag when compared to 
its rivals. It’s rarely a problem when 
using the phone, though.

Overall, the HTC U11’s camera is 
one of the best we’ve ever tested, 
right up there with the Google Pixel 
and Samsung Galaxy S8.

Powering everything is 
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 835 
chip, 4GB RAM, and 64GB storage 
(expandable). Throughout our 
review it’s been super-speedy, 

PRICE $999 URL htc.com/au SCREEN 5.5-inch LCD 
RESOLUTION 2560x1440 SIZE 154x76x8mm STORAGE 64GB, 
microSD expansion PROCESSOR Qualcomm Snapdragon 835 
CAMERA 12MP HTC UltraPixel rear, 16MP front  
CONNECTIVITY USB-C, 802.11ac Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.2, NFC

HTC U11
HTC HAS GONE BACK TO ITS INNOVATIVE ROOTS WITH A COLOUR-CHANGING PHONE  
YOU’LL WANT TO SQUEEZE… IT’S STRANGE, BUT WE LOVE IT

WE A
The U
mu
so yo
right

ABOVE The new glass 
and aluminium body 
is a welcome change 
from HTC’s previous 
unibody designs

REVIEW

R O R E D
r c t

,e c s t n
c l o e
pp n f r hh bb
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HTC U11

indistinguishable from all the other 
flagships released this year.  You 
can breeze through the Sense UI 
Android skin with no hint of slow-
down. We really rate Sense: it’s an 
attractive interface with a few 
user-focused enhancements, such 
as the ability to organise the app 
drawer. It’s also quite battery 
friendly – the battery itself is fairly 
small, but it lasts as long as its rivals.

YOUR NEW SQUEEZE
Then there’s what HTC calls ‘Edge 
Sense’. This is a new way to interact 
with the device, and it works by 
simply squeezing the edge of the 
phone. It acts as virtual button and 
will perform tasks such as opening 
the camera, taking a picture, 
opening Google Assistant, and 
starting message dictation. It’s more 
than a gimmick, and proves itself to 
be truly useful. For example, we 
programmed it to open Snapchat, so 
we could quickly open that app and 
start live streaming. The best thing 
we can say is it feels very natural.

It reminds us of Apple’s Force 
Touch – because there are no 
on-screen prompts, you’re not 
always sure what a squeeze will do. 
It’s limited right now, but has 
potential. The U11’s other original 

trick is that it will be the first ever 
device to feature more than one AI 
assistant. Amazon’s Alexa will join 
both the Google Assistant and HTC’s 
Companion later this year. This is 
great, because while Assistant is 
great for services like Mapping and 
Search, Alexa is better for things like 
smart home control. You can call for 
whichever one you want to use with 
its usual trigger phrase. Our review 
device hadn’t received the update 
with Alexa yet, so we can’t give you 
the final verdict on this in practice, 
but we’re really excited about it and, 
of course, for Alexa to properly roll 
out in Australia.

Finally, HTC has reworked its 
BoomSound speaker tech. It’s now 
much louder, and sounds great from
our testing (though is easy to 
accidentally cover with your palm).

Unfortunately, for some die-hard 
music fans, HTC has decided to drop
the headphone jack. Instead you’ll 
get a pair of noise-cancelling USB-C
earbuds, and a USB-C to 3.5mm 
adapter with built-in DAC in the box.
We think that makes up for the lack 
of a traditional port, though it’s still 
sure to annoy some.

The bundled USB-C Active 
Noise-Cancelling buds sound 
surprisingly good, with a pleasing 

amount of bass and decent, if not 
amazing noise cancellation. They’re 
HTC’s ‘Usonic’ earbuds, which send 
out sonic waves to test your hearing, 
and adjust the audio profile 
accordingly. It’s an impressive trick.

This all adds up to a really strong 
phone. It’s a shame it doesn’t have 
the cool bezel-less display of the 
Galaxy S8 or LG G6, but we can 
forgive that. Most importantly, it  
can go toe-to-toe with the S8,  
and though that’s the better phone 
overall, the U11 is a fine choice.

T3 RATES Slim, colourful design; 
Sense UI is a great Android skin; 
excellent camera; clever 
squeezable edge tech. 
T3 SLATES Screen bezel already 
looks out of date; camera feels 
laggy at times.
T3 SAYS This is a glorious  
return to innovative form for 
HTC. The headline features, such 
as EdgeSense and Sense UI, are 
smart, and they’re backed with 
fast performance, a good screen 
and a cracking camera.

ABOVE We love the 
new squeezable 
edges, which 
provide a new way 
to open apps and 
and take pictures
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ow here’s something we
never imagined printing:
Luigi is one heck of a
sniper. But then you
soon learn to expect the

unexpected from Mario + Rabbids: 
Kingdom Battle. It looks like a
Nintendo game, plays like a Firaxis
game, sounds like a Rare game and
is overstuffed with collectables like
a Ubisoft game.

The Rabbids, those buck-toothed
cretins that look like they’ve
escaped an Aadrman Animations
side-project, play a huge role – and
their brand of anarchic, absurdist
slapstick has never been more
effectively used. But perhaps
the best thing you can say about
Kingdom Battle is that it’s a Switch
game you could easily mistake for
a first-party title, and not simply 
because of its star.

Kingdom Battle is the product 

of Ubisoft (them responsible for
Assassin’s Creed, Far Cry and The
Division) working with Nintendo
(the Mario creators) and the result
isn’t just XCOM with a Mario skin,
as appealing as that may sound. It’s
also something that demonstrates a
fundamental understanding of what
makes Nintendo games tick.

As with much of Nintendo’s
recent output, it’s a game that puts
its own spin on an existing genre –
namely, turn-based strategy – and
then throws in several twists of
its own, such that pigeonholing it
alongside its apparent inspirations 
seems grossly misleading.

Its complicated battlefields are
built around two modest pieces
of Mushroom Kingdom furniture.
The humble brick block functions 
as destructible cover; partly
submerged blocks give you better
sight lines. Pipes, meanwhile, are 

often the most efficient way to
cover large distances quickly,
though you can also get a leg-up
from your teammates to reach
higher ground – from which, per
genre tradition, your shots will deal
more damage. Yes, this is a Mario
game with guns, but only after a
fashion: these weapons don’t kill,
but rather return your aggressors to 
their more benign natural state.

From vacuum cleaner rifles
to duck-shaped grenades and
explosive sentries fashioned to
resemble dinosaurs, they’re playfully
designed, and each has a chance to
convey a negative status effect with
a critical hit. Honey halts enemies in
their tracks for a turn, ink disables 
weapon attacks. On it goes.

Your focus, though, should be on
mastering the techniques of your
squad of three. Two key rules apply:
Mario’s always the leader, and you 

RIGHT Rabbid
cannons whisk

you away to
these puzzles,
reminiscent of
Super Mario 3D
World’s timed

challenges

TOP We’re still
not sure if Rabbid
doppelgangers
are gorgeous or 
grotesque

$89.95; Switch

GAMES

G A M E O F T H E M O N T H !

N

Mario + Rabbids 
Kingdom Battle
NINTENDO AND UBISOFT TEAM UP TO CREATE A STRATEGY GAME
STARRING THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS PLUMBER - AND RABBITS
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TOP LEFT Beware the
bosses that eeem
easy, as they’ll
pull some classic
tricks on you

TOP RIGHT It really
does look lovely,
if a little soft-
focus in places

ABOVE Environmental
puzzles fall
into simple
archetypes but
they’re smartly
assembled

Here’s something
we never imagined
printing: Luigi is one
heck of a sniper.
must always have a Rabbid in your 
team. Otherwise, you can chop and 
change to suit the current challenge. 
If there’s plenty of high ground 
and some distance between you 
and your opponents at the start, 
you’ll want to take advantage of 
Luigi’s precise shooting, ensuring 
you have a healer to hand since his 
low HP makes him something of a 
glass cannon. If the stage is more 
cramped, you might opt for Rabbid 
Yoshi, whose battle cry can frighten 
opponents into beating a retreat, 
giving you valuable breathing space. 

While the combinations of allies 
is alluring and experimenting critical 
to your success, what sells it is the 
sheer irreverence. Rabbid-inspired 
levels will throw you into ice worlds 

in the second half of the game, and 
their goofy crossovers gleefully 
subvert what you’d expect their 
original egos to do. Rabbid Peach 
loves to take selfies in the middle of 
a warzone, for example.

Even once the story’s over, 
there are plenty or reasons to keep 
playing, with bonus challenges and 
rewards for revisiting completed 
worlds, and a co-op mode that 
gives you and a partner a pair of 
characters each to control, perfect 
to concoct more elaborate combos. 
An unexpected gem that’s worth 
picking up, so best hop to it.

 F1 2017
The very pinnacle of motorsport where 
you establish your legacy across a 
10-year career, but with Senna and 
Schumacher’s rides on offer too 
$99.95; PC, PS4, Xbox One

 INJUSTICE 2
You’ve got Superman and Batman and a 
platter of DC superheroes mixed in with 
classics from Mortal Kombat. Probably 
this generation’s best 2D fighter 
$99.95; PS4, Xbox One

 AGENTS OF MAYHEM
Some jolly rascals from Saints Row 
appear in a futuristic Seoul that’s a 
pastiche of ‘80s cartoons and modern 
culture. Stay for the triple-jumping
$99.95; PC, PS4, Xbox One

 SONIC MANIA 
The graphics say 1994, but the gameplay 
has been honed with  20-odd years of 
hindsight. Sonic, Tails and Knuckles are 
what you get, and all you need. 
$29.95; PC, PS4, Xbox One, Switch

CAMEOS AND
CROSSOVERS
Guest stars and time 
travellers reign in this 
medley of fast-paced titles 

B E ST GA M E S FOR ...

T3 RATES Lovely tilt-shift effect 
and graphics make the world feel 
enormous and simply joyful.
T3 SLATES Some late-in-the-game 
secrets aren’t worth chasing; at 
times demands a bit too much.
T3 SAYS An irreverant, quirky 
strategy game starring two very 
unlikely bedfellows, and it’s 
brilliant for it.
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T3 RATES World-class graphics and
the relationship between the two
leads (eventually) becomes one of
PlayStation’s best.
T3 SLATES This started life as an
expansion, so it’s shorter than
Unchartered 4 by a long way.
T3 SAYS A finely paced action game
with a story to tell and no sense
that the needs of one undermine
the quality of the other.

ABOVE Facial animation is natural, 
nuanced and, as you’d expect from this 
studio, technically remarkable 

GAMES

hloe Frazer and Nadine
Ross’s adventure begins 
at nighttime, making it 
both a spectacle for the 

drama and the astonishing graphics. 
Sony’s in-house studios do well to 
show off HDR effects, and Naughty 
Dog is the master.

After the sun comes up and 
artificial light sources fade, this is still 
a remarkable spectacle. Dual leads 
Frazer and Ross are dropped into the 
Western Ghats on the trail of the Tusk 
of Ganesh, a MacGuffin whose roots 
in Indian mythology give Naughty 
Dog’s environment teams licence to 
craft a succession of gigantic, 
intricate, beautifully lit stone 
monuments to ancient Hindu gods. 
Out on the plains, with Frazer at the 
wheel of a jeep, astonishingly 
rendered water flows from waterfalls 
and pools of gloopy mud shimmer in 
the baking sun. On foot, fronds of 
foliage bend dynamically around 
Frazer and Ross as they creep 
through the long grass, lining up 
another stealth kill.

It’s beautiful stuff, yes, but 
distinctly familiar as well – and that 
might as well be the marketing 
tagline for The Lost Legacy. Anyone 
expecting the sort of deviation from 

Unchartered: 
The Lost Legacy
THE START OF A BRAND-NEW ADVENTURE

the mechanical template seen in 
Naughty Dog’s playful The Last Of Us
add-on Left Behind will come away 
disappointed from a game which 
hews rigidly to Uncharted 4’s 
template, to the point of lifting some 
of its set-piece ideas wholesale.

Elsewhere, expect the standard 
procession of environmental 
pathfinding, combat bowls that 
permit both stealthy and gung-ho 
approaches, and single-room puzzles
powered by ancient mechanisms. For
the most part The Lost Legacy 
assumes that you’re playing it 
because you want more of the same 
– and is only too happy to provide.

It doesn’t always play to type 
though, and the result is a game of 
two distinct parts. The first is set in a 
single, open-ish area, with Frazer and 
Ross zig-zagging across it, visiting a 
set of towers to open a central gate, 
while an optional side-quest requires 
that you explore a further number of 
small structures. It’s nice enough, but 
lacking direction and momentum.

And then everything changes, as if 
Naughty Dog has also realised that 
this isn’t really up to scratch. Once 
you get off the plains and indoors, 
the scene is set for a rip-roaring, 
wonderfully paced action adventure 
more befitting of the series name. 
Ross and Frazer’s relationship 
deepens as the stakes are raised; 
there are set-pieces; larger, more 
complex puzzles; and a few narrative 
surprises, too.

Shorter than you might expect, 

The Lost Legacy has something a 
full-fat Unchartered lacks: focus. 
There’s no filler, no waffle, and once it 
kicks into gear, it’s unstoppable.

BELOW Nadine 
Ross, right, was 
an antagonist in 
Unchartered 4, so 
it’s a testament to 
Naughty Dog that 
she’s likable here 

$54.95; PS4 

C

TOP The jumping-on-
moving-vehicles 
thing is an 
Uncharted cliché 
these days, but 
it’s done well
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APPS

S I X HOT A PP S FOR …

MAKING 
MUSIC

Beautifully simple and easy to get lost 
in, the Kaossilator’s touch pad has you 
creating looping tracks with dynamics 
entirely controlled by your finger. 
$30.99, Google Play / Apple Store

Spawned from Propellerhead‚ of Reason 
and Rebirth fame‚ and pulling its sounds 
from the company’s signature apps, 
Figure is a neat musical toy.
Free, Apple Store

A collection of loops and samples make 
this live jamming app a real highlight‚ 
and it’s easy to work with, with active 
quantising to ensure you stay in time.
Free, Google Play / App Store

Inspired by rack-mount synths,  
a fact reflected in its unique interface, 
Caustic’s gritty sound is perfect for 
electronic experimenters.  
$14.99, Google Play / App Store

It’s on the pricy end, but FL Studio 
Mobile’s compatibility with desktops  
is great. Sketch out your tunes on the 
move and finish them up at home.
$21.99, Google Play / Apple Store

Apple’s old staple has a vast array of 
loops and instruments, and an interface 
that’s supremely well-designed. Light 
enough for play, deep enough for work.
Free, Apple store

 06
KORG KAOSSILATOR

 05
FIGURE

 04
REMIXLIVE

 03
CAUSTIC 3

 02
FL STUDIO MOBILE

 01
GARAGEBAND

Producing your own massive 
tracks is easy, so¬don’t 
let Daft Punk have all  
the fun

ABOVE Adobe
Scan turns your
smartphone into
the world’s most
straightforward
scanner

INSTANTLY GRAB AND ARCHIVE IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS WITH NOTHING BUT YOUR PHONE

Adobe Scan

Keeping track of
important documents,
managing receipts on
long trips, or looking

after your kids’ burgeoning calendar
of birthday parties is hard work.
Having a phone with you certainly
makes things easier, but add Adobe
Scan into your catalogue of
productivity apps and you’ll end up
more efficient than you imagined.

Simply point your phone’s camera
at a paper document, and Adobe
Scan will make a stab at framing the
exact dimensions of the paper then
convert that photographic scan into

a PDF. You don’t even need to tap
anything; flick to the next page in
the document, and Scan will add it
sequentially into the PDF.

When it’s all done, you can
perform a bit of cleanup beyond the
automatic sharpening and flattening
the app does for you; this includes
things like reframing your scans for a
perfect finish, adjusting the colour
depth, and (optionally) sharing the
PDFs with anyone who might need
to see them. Adobe Scan even
employs optical character
recognition to make text on the
page searchable and copyable when
you later view your PDFs in Acrobat
Reader, and stores them all online so
they’re where you need them to be.

Free, Appstore

Free, Google Play / Apple Store

A P P  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

Cinemagraphs are
interesting things.  
You may not know the 
name, but it’s likely you’ll 

have seen them online: they’re 
animated photos. Not movies, not 
animated gifs, but still snaps with a 
subtle animated element, like a 
waterfall looping while everything 
else around it is still. They seem 
mighty complex, but it turns out 
they’re hugely simple to produce 
with the help of Loopsie.

Make your phone as still as you 
possibly can, hold the record button, 
and Loopsie will grab a short slice of 
the scene around you. Loopsie 
performs essential stabilisation and 
then, on the screen that follows, you 
simply paint over the area you want 
to animate. The loop should be 
all-but imperceptible, blended 
together at its edges. It’s possible, if 
you like, to do the opposite, creating 
an oasis of calm within a busy scene, 
but this does fray the stitched loop.

Images are watermarked, but a 
quick in-app purchase puts paid to 
this. With an app this easy, expect  
a cinemagraph explosion on 
Instagram and its ilk very soon.

LOOPSIE

CREATE YOUR OWN ‘MAGIC’ LOOPING PHOTOS

This stuff looks 
a lot better when 
it’s moving
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR
THE VERY BEST TECH
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE
DEFINITELY COME TO THE
RIGHT PLACE.

T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying
guide you’ll ever encounter. To
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all
the categories that count, to bring
you rock-solid recommendations.

We’ve selected a Super Six
of elite gear for each of the

categories listed below. If
something’s not included, we
don’t rate it – it’s that simple.
Each Super Six is ranked in order,
so it’ll be easier for you to make
an educated purchase.

And to ensure your next
shopping trip is as straightforward
as possible, we’ve also included
useful buying advice, so you’ll get
exactly what you’re paying for the
next time you open your wallet.
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TVs
TV streamers

95 Laptops
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96 Home audio
96 Headphones
97 Smartwatches
97 Fitness trackers
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SMARTPHONES / TABLETS

Smartphones
T H E S U PE R S I X

SAMSUNG GALAXY 
S8/S8 EDGE
samsung.com/au  

E From $1,148.99 
is a leap forward for phones. It looks 

ns like a dream, and is packed 
atures.
ing design, powerful, 

n… Samsung nailed it.   

GOOGLE PIXEL
pixel.google.com  
PRICE From $1,079
If you can forgive the Pixel, and Google’s
plus-size handset the Pixel XL, for a lack
of de rigueur water resistance, this is one
of the best smartphones available today.
T3 SAYS Google’s first entry into the hotly
contested phone arena is a huge success.

MOTOROLA MOTO Z
motorola.com.au 
PRICE $899
Motorola’s razor-thin beauty has a fantastic 
QHD AMOLED display, good battery life and 
gets the modular phone concept right with 
a great selection of mods, at the expense 
of water resistance and a headphone jack. 
T3 SAYS It’s the mods that make this.

1

05

06

03 APPLE iPHONE  
7/7 PLUS
apple.com/au  
PRICE From $1,079
Water resistance, great haptic feedback
and an amazing camera set-up are brillia
features on Apple’s stunning new releases
T3 SAYS If you can get past the lack of a
headphone socket, you have a winner here.

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit techradar.com/au
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SONY XPERIA  
XZ PREMIUM 
sonymobile.com/au
PRICE $899

mazing 4K HDR screen, brilliant camera 
960FPS slo-mo recording, and speedy 

processor make this one advanced phone.
T3 SAYS Want the coolest and latest tech 
in your phone? Sony’s got you covered.
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Tablets
T H E S U PE R S I X

APPLE iPAD PRO
apple.com/au  
PRICE From $979
Both the 10.5- and 12.9-inch models offer a 
stunning 120Hz HDR screen, with laptop- 
beating processing power, and the best 
mobile sketching tool in Apple Pencil.
T3 SAYS A near-faultless tablet that can be 
a true laptop replacement with iOS 11. 

APPLE iPAD (5TH-GEN)
apple.com/au  
PRICE From $469
Apple’s 9.7-inch tablet has a striking 
display, lots of speed, superb battery life, 
phenomenal app support, and top-notch 
build quality, all for a seriously good price.
T3 SAYS An ideal family tablet for light apps 
and media – quality at a great price.

GOOGLE PIXEL C
pixel.google.com  
PRICE From $699
Probably the best Android tablet you can 
buy today, with a fabulous display, stacks of 
power and a design that’ll turn heads when 
you’re reading emails on the train.

SAYS If you’re not inclined to go with 
Apple, this is a brilliant alternative.

SAMSUNG TAB S2 8-INCH
samsung.com  
PRICE From $549
Thinner and lighter than before, the Tab S2 
also has a new-style 4:3 screen that’s great  
for productivity but may not suit all tastes. 
It’s available in eight- or 9.7-inch versions.
T3 SAYS Samsung’s ultra-light tablet is a 
definite iPad challenger.

KINDLE OASIS
amazon.com
PRICE $449
The Oasis is clearly aimed at people  
who want the best regardless of price. 
Battery life takes a hit, and it’s expensive, 
but it’s faster, lighter and more impressive  
than any other e-reader out there now.
T3 SAYS The best e-reader money can buy.

SAMSUNG TAB S3
samsung.com  
PRICE From $949
Samsung’s high-end tablet comes with an  
S Pen stylus that’s great for notes, has a 
lush 9.7-inch HDR display, and is fast and 
powerful, while being thin and light enough 
to carry with you everywhere.
T3 SAYS A premium Android slate.
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T3 SELECTS:
BETTER 
ANDROID 
BROWSERS
FOR A FAST AND SMOOTH 
MOBILE INTERNET

Samsung 
Internet
Browser

 This browser 
isn’t just for 
Samsung 
phones, though 
only Samsung 
and the Google 
Nexus line are 
officially supported. A hidden gem, 
it incorporates content blocking, 
location-focused features and, 
critically, uses Samsung’s 
buttery-smooth web scrolling 
engine for added enjoyment. 
Free, Google Play

Flynx
 This does 

things in a 
different way; 
tap a link 
anywhere on 
your phone and 
you can choose 
to open it in a 
Flynx bubble, which sits on the 
side of your screen until you’re 
ready to read it. When you do,  
it opens in a floating window on  
top of your current task. It also 
opens things in the background, 
saving you time.  
Free, Google Play

Google
Chrome

 Always 
improving, 
although 
whether its 
improvements 
play nice with 
your phone  
tends to vary 
from device to device. Chrome’s 
integration with its desktop 
counterpart is its key selling point. 
If you’re still using your phone’s 
stock browser, give it a try and 
you’ll probably never go back.
Free, Google Play

HTC U11
htc.com/au  
PRICE $999 
HTC’s back to its clever best in this phone, 
which has (suprisingly useful) squeezable 
controls, a superb camera, great Sense UI, 
and is really slick and fast, too.
T3 SAYS HTC offers something different 
with this phone, and we love it. 
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 Elite 
TVs / TV STREAMERS

TV streamersTVs
T H E S U PE R S I X T H E S U PE R S I X

GOOGLE CHROMECAST 
ULTRA  
google.com 
PRICE $99
Now with 4K capabilities, this brilliant 
TV-streaming gadget can do it all – and that 
includes casting a screen from your gadgets. 
There’s no remote, you use an app instead.
T3 SAYS Funky, simple and effective.

FETCH TV
fetchtv.com.au  
PRICE From $6 per month
If you want a pay TV option but you don’t 
like what Foxtel’s offering, Fetch TV is a 
great choice, with integrated catch-up TV 
platforms like ABC iView and SBS On Demand.
T3 SAYS Perfect for Australians looking to 
get more out of their TV viewing habits. 

TELSTRA TV 
onlineshop.telstra.com.au
PRICE $109 
The Telstra TV is one of few streaming 
options in Australia and though it has fewer 
apps than the Chromecast, its Ethernet and 
HDMI ports mean there is no WiFi lag.
T3 SAYS A more stable but slightly less 
thorough media streaming experience.  

SAMSUNG UBD-K8500
samsung.com/au 
PRICE $599
Samsung was the first to launch its 4K 
Blu-Ray player here and though its primary 

ction is to play UltraHD, High Dynamic 
ge discs on the latest televisions, it also 

works perfectly well as a streaming hub. 
T3 SAYS Glorious overkill for TV thrills.

PANASONIC DMP-UB900
panasonic.com/au 
PRICE $899
This 4K Blu-ray flagship player dazzles with 
UHD HDR. Expect awesome images and 
audio via 4K Blu-ray discs, with 4K Netflix 
and the ability to upscale HD content, too.
T3 SAYS Takes movie-viewing to the next 
level with Panasonic’s 4K Blu-ray player.

APPLE TV
apple.com/au 
PRICE From $239
Apple TV works flawlessly with Apple’s 
own-brand tech, meaning you’ll be able to 
peruse selected online content natively, 
and mirror any other content using AirPlay.
T3 SAYS A good option for integrating 
perfectly with other Apple devices.

HISENSE M7000
hisense.com.au 
PRICE FROM $1,098 
Looking for a next-gen TV but don’t want to 
pay more than $1,500? Then step this way 
- the M7000 boasts a beautiful 4K HDR 
picture and comes with the essential 4K 
streaming app, Netflix.  
T3 SAYS A super screen on the cheap.

SAMSUNG UA65KS9000W
samsung.com/au 
PRICE $4,999
This flatscreen version of Samsung’s 
highest end SUHD television with its unique
quantum dot technology provides LG’s OLED
panels some stiff competition, especially
when you factor in the price. 
T3 SAYS Those dots make a big difference.

SONY KD65X9300D
sony.com/au 
PRICE $4,999
Android TV is back with a vengance and the 
Sony’s latest addition to its Bravia Range 
includes a new set of High Dynamic Range  
TVs that perform particularly well with 
Sony’s Slim Backlight Drive technology. 
T3 SAYS The best backlight in the business.

LG SIGNATURE W7
lg.com 
PRICE $13,499
This is the most amazing-looking 4K HDR 

V we’ve ever seen at just 2.57mm thick (it
ttaches to the wall using magnets!), and
e image quality is just fantastic too.

3 SAYS It’s expensive, but it’s a status 
ymbol that’s also a near-perfect 4K TV.

SONY 65X8500D
sony.com/au 
PRICE $3,699 
The 8500 range misses out on the ultra slim 
backlight array and the contrast ratio 
boost, but the 8500D still claims the 
renowned X1 processor and the  advanced 
colours of the TRIMOLUS display  panel. 
T3 SAYS A great-looking 65-incher.
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To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit techradar.com/au

PANASONIC VIERA 
DX900
panasonic.com/au 
PRICE $4,999
Panasonic’s flagship 65-incher and its
Hollywood Cinema Experience chipset has
been colour-tuned to be certified as best
in class by THX limited. 
T3 SAYS Panasonic delivers a top tier TV.
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T3 SELECTS:
TOP CLASS 
SOUNDBASES
STAND YOUR TV ON 
THESE FOR PREMIUM 
AUDIO QUALITY

Sonos Playbase
 About as subtle as possible for 

an audio accessory; the Playbar’s 
sound is anything but subtle. It’s 
compatible with Sonos’ streaming 
architecture, so it’s happy to play 
your music and amplify your TV. You 
can add additional Sonos speakers 
wirelessly for 5.1 surround.
$999, sonos.com

Canton DM100
 A massive TV needs a massive 

soundbase, and the German 
loudspeaker experts at Canton 
have delivered just that with the 
metre-wide DM100. Four downward 
firing subs ensure its sound is just 
as huge as its footprint, and it can 
handle up to 40KG sat on top.
$899, rio.com.au

ZVOX Soundbase 555
 Clever processing inside ZVOX’s 

handsome system projects 
room-filling sound forwards and 
sideways. Points for usability, as it 
learns your TV remote control’s IR 
signal. Downsides? It lacks a lot of 
inputs on the rear, though optical 
from your TV will suffice. 
$555, apollohifi.com.au
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BECOME THE ULTIMATE SURVIVOR!
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 Elite 
LAPTOPS / CAMERAS

Cameras
T H E S U PE R S I X

OLYMPUS PEN-F
olympus.com.au 
PRICE $1,549
Super-retro looks, with styling taken from 
the original PEN-F. It’s Olympus’s first digital  
rangefinder-style camera, with lots of 
manual options and professional results.
T3 SAYS Replace your phone and DSLR with 
this swish, interchangeable-lens compact. 

GOPRO HERO 5 BLACK
gopro.com 
PRICE $569.95
The caseless GoPro has clear 4K/30fps 
video (with 2.7k/60fps for best all-round 
use), rich stereo audio, video stabilisation 
and a vivid two-inch touchscreen.
T3 SAYS GoPro continues its domination of 

e action cam arena with its latest cam.

LEICA TL
leica-store.com.au 
PRICE $2,450
If you’re looking at a way of entering into 
the desirable Leica fold, this could be it 

or a surprisingly un-Leica-like price, you 
an interchangeable lens, large APS-C 

sensor and minimalist aluminium body.
T3 SAYS A high-quality luxury snapper.

GARMIN VIRB ULTRA 30
garmin.com/en-au 
PRICE $569
Garmin’s lightweight action cam is capable 
of filming up to 4K/30fps or snapping 12MP 
still pics with its one-touch controls, or you 

n go use voice commands instead. 
re’s also image stabilisation and GPS.
AYS A top action cam for the outdoors.

FUJIFILM X-PRO2
fujifilm.com.au 
PRICE $2,299
FujiFilm has dumped DSLR’s to produce 

rrorless lens snappers, and the X-Pro2 is 
company’s best yet. Chunky yet subtle, 

has excellent low-light capabilities, and 
that hybrid viewfinder is excellent.
T3 SAYS A real DSLR-worrier.
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PANASONIC LUMIX GX85
panasonic.com/au 
PRICE $999
With top-class image results, brilliant build 
quality and handling, not to mention an 
extensive range of features, you get a lot 
for your money with this Panasonic.
T3 SAYS In terms of bang for your buck,  
the Lumix GX85 is the best retro-styled 
CSC.  

T

s

S

T3 SELECTS:
LENS ADD-ONS
MAKE MORE OF YOUR 
CURRENT DSLR LENSES

Sigma 2.X EX DG Teleconverter
 A teleconverter is a simple 

add-on which doubles your focal 
length, leading to more dynamic 
shots and giving you more options 
for image composition. You’ll lose 
auto-focus functionality, but this 
accessory for Nikon offers some 
stunning results when used well.
$410,  
digitalcamerawarehouse.com.au

Hoya Pro-1
 Reflections are the bane of 

photographers – and one of the 
few things you can’t easily clean 
up later – but you can reduce their 
effect and get extra contrast and 
saturation with a polarising filter. 
Hoya’s Pro-1 is perfect; though the 
price will depend on the size of  
the lens you’re using.
$49-$106, hoyafilter.com

Polaroid 58mm White
Balance Lens Cap

 Set your DSLR to white balance 
calibration mode and leave this 
snazzy replacement lens cap 
attached. Take a snap, and your 
camera will be adjusted to match 
the current light levels in your 
scene, avoiding bleached-out  
or murky shots. A cheap essential.
$10.98, polaroid.com

Laptops
T H E S U PE R S I X

MICROSOFT  
SURFACE BOOK WITH 
PERFORMANCE BASE
microsoftstore.com  
PRICE From $3,799
This 13.5-inch notebook is powerful for its 
size, has killer battery life, and a super 
screen that’s also a tablet. It’s fantastic.
T3 SAYS Awesomely powerful and flexible.

DELL XPS 13
dell.com  
PRICE From $1,999
The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and 

tperforms its rivals under the hood. The 
nfinity display gives you the expanse of  

a 13.3-inch screen on an 11.9-inch laptop.
T3 SAYS With its fantastic performance and 
build, it’ll serve you well for years to come.

APPLE MACBOOK PRO
apple.com/au  
PRICE From $2,699
Supremely powerful with loads of 

novation, including USB-C and that 
brilliant Touch Bar... But come on Apple,  
give us back that glowing Apple logo!
3 SAYS The ultimate laptop for any task. 

It’s pricey, but worth every penny.

HP SPECTRE X360
store.hp.com   
PRICE From $2,299
A 13.3-inch laptop with the ability to fold the 
screen around to use like a tablet. The build 
quality is premium, the performance is 
strong, and battery life is huge.
T3 SAYS A brilliant ultraportable laptop, 
even without the tablet mode.

MICROSOFT  
SURFACE LAPTOP
microsoftstore.com 
PRICE From $1,499 
You get a great thin and light laptop here, 
but with an unusual taller 3:2 ratio screen 
that we love – perfect for office work.
T3 SAYS Comfortable to use, portable, and 
with a really useful 13.5-inch screen.
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APPLE MACBOOK
apple.com/au 
PRICE $1,899
The latest version of Apple’s ultrathin 
machine secures its place as the most 
portable laptop, marrying comfort and quality 
with a weight under 1kg, somehow.
T3 says Apple slickness in a ridiculously 
light body, but with excellent battery life.

To read mo
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REGA PLANAR 2
synergyaudio.com
PRICE $849
Get on board with the vinyl revolution with
this design classic. This turntable looks 
super-cool, sounds absolutely fantastic, 
and is no hassle at all to get up and running.
T3 SAYS An excellent-value record player
that will get you right into the groove.

HOME AUDIO / HEADPHONES

Home audio
T H E S U PE R S I X

B&W ZEPPELIN 
WIRELESS
bowers-wilkins.com.au 
PRICE FROM $999.95
The first Zeppelin launched nine years ago,
and style-wise it’s hardly changed – but 
why mess with perfection? The latest model
streams aplenty and sounds heavenly. 
T3 SAYS A classic, now with a modern twist.
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B&O BEOLIT 17
beostore.com.au 
PRICE $749
The Danes have done it again with this 
smart-looking, awesome-sounding portable 
speaker. Made of aluminium and leather, it 
feels worth its hefty price tag, and definitely 
sounds it, too.
T3 SAYS Luscious 360-degree sound.

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit techradar.com/au
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DEVIALET GOLD 
PHANTOM
en.devialet.com 
PRICE $4,690
With spectacular sound and stunning looks, 
the Gold Phantom is a technical marvel,  
but you’ll need two to make the most of  
the experience – a snip at $4,690 each.
T3 SAYS A thing of audio brilliance.

HEOS BY DENON
au.denon.com 
PRICE FROM $449
With its unique design, great audio
performance and affordable price tag,
HEOS by Denon is the system of choice
for multi-room audio in the home. 
T3 SAYS Now with Hi-Res support, Heos 
offers fantastic sound in any room.

Headphones
T H E S U PE R S I X

SHURE SE846
shureasia.com 
PRICE $1,189
Four balanced-armature drivers and  
‘True Subwoofer’ tech offer supreme sound, 
while the light, ergonomic bodywork and  
stiff over-ear cables give great comfort.
T3 SAYS The Rolls-Royce of in-ear 
headphones, for those who can afford it. 

BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 35
bose.com.au 
PRICE $499
Now with Bluetooth capability, Bose’s 
‘phones are fantastic, with brilliant noise 
cancelling and superbly balanced audio. 
Bonus marks for the hard carry case, too.
T3 SAYS Exceptional battery life mean 
these are perfect noise-cancelling cans.

GRADO GR10e
addictedtoaudio.com.au 
PRICE $499 
Seriously cool to look at, with beautifully 
built metal bodies in green/copper. The fit  
is a little tricky, but get it right and you’re 
rewarded with a big, detailed performance.
T3 SAYS These offer hipster looks and  
an incredibly meaty, welcoming sound.

JABRA SPORT  
PULSE WIRELESS
jabra.com.au 
PRICE $249.99 
Ideal for sports, these offer immersive 
sound, effective isolation and a friendly 
in-ear coach for stats and motivation.  
T3 SAYS In-ear phones for athletes wanting 
better sounds and a thorough workout.
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STEELSERIES  
SIBERIA 840
steelseries.com 
PRICE $499 
A high-end wireless gaming headset with 
optical audio for premium sound quality,  
plus a superb fit and finish. Suitable for all 

mers, whether you play PC, Xbox or PS4.
SAYS The ultimate gaming headset.

EDIFIER LUNA ECLIPSE
edifier.com 
PRICE $295.95
Slim, with a cool curvy design and vibrant 
piano finishes, these wireless bookshelf 
speakers are a stone-cold bargain – they 
sound richer and more precise than much 
more expensive competition.
T3 SAYS Cool design, impeccable audio. 

WWW.GETPRICE.COM.AU

PROUDLY BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY

PLANTRONICS
BACKBEAT PRO 2
plantronics.com 
PRICE $299
Excellent value that should worry the bigger 
players, the refined Backbeat Pros are 
loaded with features and sound stunning, 
despite being  a little heavy on the bass.
T3 SAYS Top-notch noise-cancelling cans.

o
p

Beatport
 Founded as a store for techno, 

and EDM, Beatport allows you  
to preview every track, sample 
packs and stem collections before 
you buy the 320kHz MP3, WAV or 
AIFF full versions. DJs will love the 
BPM and key information that 
accompany the previews.
beatport.com

Bandcamp
 Independent and unsigned 

musicians have few choices when 
it comes to distributing their own 
work, which is why so many choose 
Bandcamp. It includes track 
previews, acts as a merchandise 
store, and artists can offer up their 
work on a pay-what-you-like basis.
bandcamp.com

Soundcloud
 It may be in financial trouble at 

the moment, so jump on it while 
you can – Soundcloud is the home 
of more experimental music and 
unique remixes than you’ll find 
anywhere else. There’s a fair 
amount of dross to sift through, 
but there are some real gems.
soundcloud.com

T3 SELECTS:
FIND 
NEW MUSIC
DON’T RELY ON 
STREAMING SERVICES – 
DIG IT UP YOURSELF
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 Elite 
SMARTWATCHES / FITNESS TRACKERS

Fitnesstrackers
T H E S U PE R S I X

04

FITBIT BLAZE
fitbit.com/au 
PRICE $329.95
Though it’s lacking GPS, Fitbit’s ‘smart 
fitness watch’ is feature-packed and 
attractive, while having a great screen and 
a smartwatch-busting five-day battery.
T3 SAYS A great wearable that straddles 
the smartwatch/fitness-tracker divide.

03

 06

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit techradar.com/au

Smartwatches
T H E S U PE R S I X

05

APPLE WATCH
apple.com/au
PRICE From $399
Recently superseded by the superior
second generation watch, Apple’s original
smartwatch still has a lot to offer, and it’s
$130 cheaper than the newer version.
T3 SAYS Loads of apps, acres of style - this
is the smart way of joining the Watch club.

03

LG G WATCH R
lg.com/au  
PRICE $359 
The G Watch R marries the style and feel  
of a normal watch with all the features  
of Android Wear. It has a sharp P-OLED 
screen, and you get two days of battery life.
T3 SAYS The G Watch R is the best  
Android Wear smartwatch available so far.
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06 MOTO 360 2
motorola.com  
PRICE From $479 
One of the best-looking Android Wear 
watches, with a stunning screen that 
switches lighting modes automatically in 
the day. The battery life isn’t great, though.
T3 SAYS Smart and painfully stylish – this 
Wear watch is still a satisfactory choice.

JAWBONE UP2
jawbone.com
PRICE From $116
Discreet design, battery life that will almost 
get you through a week, and smart 
coaching that gently prompts you to better 
yourself without being annoying.
T3 SAYS Easy-to-use tracker that’s 
comfortable and affordable.

GARMIN VIVOMOVE
garmin.com/en-au   
PRICE From $199
Pairing classic looks with fitness-tracking
credentials, the Vivomove will suit you for 
work and gym, with a dial for steps and 
subtle white bar for progress notifications.
T3 SAYS No phone notifications but you get
great looks and basic fitness tracking. 

MICROSOFT BAND 2
microsoft.com 
PRICE $289.99
Packed with high-end features for activity 
and sleep tracking, with an optical HR 
monitor, 11 sensors – including GPS and a 
barometer – and a brilliant AMOLED screen.
T3 SAYS The ultimate couch-to-5K-
finishing-line fitness band.
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PROUDLY BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY

APPLE WATCH SERIES 2
apple.com/au 
PRICE FROM $529 
Apple’s wearable now packs GPS, water 
resistance for swim tracking, and even more 

les – not to mention the ace watchOS 3, 
keeps everything ticking over.

Apple has nailed it this time – the 
2 is the best smartwatch around.
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NIXON MISSION
nixon.com   
PRICE $599.99 
A surfer/skier’s dream-come-true, as far as 
smart watches go, the Mission looks super 
cool, is super tough, and thanks to the 
Mission app you can check local surfing/
skiing conditions 24/7, wherever you are.
T3 SAYS Niche, but capable smartwatch.

SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2
samsung.com 
PRICE $289 
The Fit2 is a game-changing fitness tracker. 
It looks ace, with a colour touchscreen, but 
here’s the best bit: it has activity tracker 
and sportwatch abilities, bypassing the 
need to have a phone on you altogether.
T3 SAYS The first true smart fitness tracker.
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SAMSUNG GEAR S3
samsung.com/au 
PRICE $598.99 
The gorgeous Super AMOLED screen returns, 
and with its clean aesthetics and rotating 
bezel the Gear S3 is pretty slick. Note: it 
runs on Tizen OS instead of Android Wear.
T3 SAYS Easily the most ruggedly-
handsome smartwatch you can buy. 

T3 SELECTS:
WATERPROOF 
TRAIL SHOES
BECAUSE SUMMER 
DOESN’T ALWAYS  
BEHAVE ITSELF...

Adidas Kanadia Trail 7 GTX
 Super lightweight and made for 

kicking hard on the trail, these 
Traxion-soled runners use a 
combination of Gore-Tex and mesh 
liners to do the double: they’re 
both breathable and waterproof, 
so good for any weather. 
$180, adidas.com.au

Salomon Speedcross
Vario 2 GTX

 If you’re running on hard trail 
surfaces the extra grip offered by 
Salomon’s Vario variety could be 
essential. A Gore-Tex upper lets 
your feet breathe , and the heel-to- 
toe drop is a conventional 10mm.
$219, salomon.com

Merrell All Out Crush
 While these shoes do have a 

synthetic waterproof upper to 
protect your feet from rain and 
splashes, they’re also intended for 
use in Tough Mudder competition, 
meaning it’s going to be hard to 
avoid them getting completely 
filled with some fairly awful fluid. 
$179.95, merrell.com

GARMIN FENIX 5
garmin.com/en-au 
PRICE From $799
Strap this fully-featured, stylish GPS watch 
on your wrist and you’ll never want to be 
without its incredible metrics. Superb 
screen and battery life, too.
T3 SAYS The most expensive one on this 
list, but well worth it for multisport fans.
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DYING TO KNOW
The Memento Mori’s (Latin for
‘Remember you must die’) cyborg
skull is just about the weirdest 
place one might hang their
audiophile-grade headphones.
Insane looks aside, you get a
rather tasty headphone amp to 
boost your tunes

ON ME HEAD
Naturally, when your

headphones aren’t
resting on your head,

the best place for them
to sit is on another

head – specifically, one
that’s CNC machined from
solid billet aluminium

NEXT ISSUE IS ON SALE MONDAY 27 NOV 
For more cutting-edge tech and news go to facebook.com/t3australia

THE METAXAS AND SINS MARQUIS MEMENTO MORI – 
THAT’S EASY FOR US TO SAY – COULD, AND
AT $8,189 SHOULD, BE THE ONLY HEADPHONE
AMPLIFIER AND STAND YOU EVER NEED TO BUY

THE LAST 
STAND

AND, FOR A
LITTLE LESS…

It’s well documented
that adding a headphone
amplifier to your system
dramatically improves
the performance of the
majority of high-end
over-ear headphones. For
a lot less than £6,000 you
can pick up a perfectly 

FACE FACTS
Guess where the
amp’s interface is
located? Wait for
it… in ter face.
Get it? VU meters
in the eye sockets
light up a T800-
esque red, while
control knobs
are found in the
cheeks. And, of
course, you plug
your cans in the
cake hole. Where 
else?

GOOD TO HEAR
This amp is packed
with some serious

audio tech to
improve the audio

performance of your
headphones. The

power supply, for
example, is built
into the base to

avoid interference

COLOUR IN YOUR CHEEKS
The standard skull finish is black,

but if you want even more unique
looks, you can add a colour finish for
an extra $400. Get it from metaxas.com

OFF WITH YOUR HEAD
If you want to show off your wacky
tastes in public, an optional battery
pack enables you to take your Momento
Mori on the move, for up to five hours 
of enhanced mobile music

capable headphone
amplifier, such as
the Chord Mojo ($799,
aussiehifi.com.au), which
also has a high-quality
DAC (digital-to-analogue 
converter) built in,
enabling you to convert
digital music on devices 
with less noise than 
their own DAC.





ON YOUR GADGET WISHLIST?
WAIT NO MORE. GRAB THAT LATEST TECH WITH GREATEST SAVINGS. 
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