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LIGHTBOX Haiti is marking the fifth anniversary of its devastating 
earthquake. As the nation has weathered decades of poverty, coups d’état 
and natural disasters, it has also cast a spell on photographers, who have 
returned repeatedly—simultaneously fascinated and frustrated by the 
Caribbean nation. Alex Webb (who took this photo in La Gonâve in 1986) 
first visited in 1975 in an attempt to capture “a world of emotional vibrancy 
and intensity: raw, disjointed, sometimes beautiful, often tragic.” View his 
and others’ evocative images at lightbox.time.com.
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What You Said About ...
HEALTH CARE REFORM Almost two 
years after Steven Brill revealed 
arbitrary, wildly incongruous 
billing in his “Bitter Pill” exposé 
of the U.S. health care system in 
Time , readers were struck by his 
new proposals for reducing still ex-
orbitant costs (Jan. 19). His idea that 

providers insure patients, for example, is a “creative 
and workable solution” that “best of all doesn’t
require a national, centrally planned and funded
health system,” said Lance Renault of Taylors, S.C.

But some, like Jennifer Fink, a nurse from May-
ville, Wis., were skeptical of Brill’s idea to have 
doctor-CEOs ensure a patient-oriented culture. 
“Registered nurses—who staff hospitals 24/7—
arguably have a much better idea of what it takes
to provide complete care to patients and families
than physicians who typically only see patients for 
minutes of their hospital stay,” she wrote. Mean-
while, Dr. Mark Wolgin of Albany, Ga., worried that 
conflicts of interest between being a caregiver and a 
CEO could “contaminate the doctor-patient relation-
ship.” Others lamented the limited pool of providers. 
“What if the best doctor for a problem is in another 
system?” asked Carol Kraines of Deerfield, Ill., adding 
that “consolidation of power is always corruptive.” 

Still others focused on existing models, specifi-
cally Kaiser Permanente—a “behemoth that [TIME]
completely ignored,” wrote Dr. David Cornish of 
Stockton, Calif. “I have lived in many areas of the 
U.S.,” wrote Carol Czarnecki of Lake Oswego, Ore. 
“The care I have received from Kaiser is the best 
overall . . . and the cost is affordable even to someone 
like me who is retired and living on a fixed income.” 
And what about the system right under our noses? 
asked Dr. Alice Faryna of Columbus, Ohio. “We have a 
model which has very low administrative costs, good 
health care outcomes and does not rely on competi-
tion,” she wrote. “It’s called Medicare.”

NOW ON TIME.COM

Which fresh foods are at their best right now? Our health 
team provides a guide to the ultimate in-season snacks as 

part of a new recurring series. Here, a preview of what’s 
available at time.com/health.

PARSNIP
This sweet, 
low-calorie 
root veggie 
looks like a 
yellowish 
carrot and 

makes 
delicious fries

BRUSSELS 
SPROUTS
The once 
maligned, 

nutrient-rich 
veggies are 
sweeter now 
than in the 
summer 

KOHLRABI
Rich in 

vitamin C, this 
“cabbage 
turnip” (in 

German) is a 
great raw 

snack: juicy, 
crunchy, 
sweet

MUSTARD 
GREENS

The peppery, 
cholesterol-

lowering plant 
is sweeter 

when nipped 
by frost

SETTING 
THE 

RECORD 
STRAIGHT

In our package on young-adult literature (Jan. 19), 
we misspelled the name of the Poetry Foundation’s 
Children’s Poet Laureate. He is Kenn Nesbitt. In 
the same issue, a review of Selma inaccurately 
described the destination of the three marches; 
they were to Montgomery, Ala. 
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Briefing

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU,

Israeli Prime Minister, 
encouraging French Jews 
to relocate after a hostage 

taker targeted a kosher 
deli in Paris just days 

after the deadly terrorist 
attack that killed 12

‘The state 
of Israel is 

your home.’ 

The number of 
iPhones a Hong 
Kong man had 
strapped to his 

body as he 
attempted to 
smuggle them 
into mainland 

China 

‘I am up for a 
summit meeting 
with the North.’

PARK GEUN-HYE, South Korean 
President, declaring her 

willingness to meet with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
without preconditions, in a 

harbinger of a possible détente

The new number of 
Cadbury Creme Eggs in 
a single pack, one fewer 
than before, in a change 

that sparked outrage 
from fans of the candy

5

MITT ROMNEY, two-time 
Republican presidential 
candidate, revealing to 

donors that he’s considering 
a third White House 

campaign in 2016

‘Tell your 
friends.’

94

Cristiano 
Ronaldo

He won his third 
Ballon d’Or as 
the world’s top 
soccer player

Peyton 
Manning

The reigning 
NFL MVP was 
knocked out of 

the playoffs

‘If they cry because they are hungry, 
breast-feed them, don’t worry.’

POPE FRANCIS, telling women that it was O.K. to nurse their babies during a baptism ceremony in the Sistine Chapel

500
The number of pounds of McDonald’s french 

fries that covered a portion of a South 
Dakota interstate after a six-vehicle pileup

‘It’s also a good 
chance for us to meet 

face-to-face and 
apologize for all the 
snarky things we’ve 

said about each other.’
GEORGE CLOONEY, actor, joking 

during the Golden Globes about the 
massive Sony hack that exposed 

embarrassing movie-industry emails 
about Hollywood stars

GOOD WEEK 

BAD WEEK 

THE WEEK
CHARLIE HEBDO 

RETURNED

Sources: NBC; BBC; New York Times; Reuters; AP; Telegraph; ESPN
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Cold Comfort
Syria’s recent stretch of icy weather has 
taken a toll on people living in cities like 
rebel-held Douma (seen here on Jan. 11). 
But it has also stymied violence: Jan. 7 
marked the country’s first day without a 

conflict casualty in three years.

Photograph by Abd Doumany—
AFP/Getty Images

FOR PICTURES OF THE WEEK, 
GO TO lightbox.time.com

LightBox
Briefing
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HOW POLITICAL 
ARE YOU?

Pew Research 
Center asked 
people in 33 
countries how 

often they 
engaged in 

political activity, 
such as voting or 
attending rallies. 
Here’s a sample 

of those who 
said they were 

very active:

63%
Egypt

60%
Kenya

37%
Poland

31%
Argentina

12%
Pakistan

Cheap Oil Could 
Boost Xi Jinping
By Ian Bremmer

Oil hit $47 a barrel 
on Jan. 13, the lowest 
level in nearly six 
years—and no one 
benefits more than 

Chinese President Xi Jinping. It’s 
not just that China is now the top 
net importer of oil. It’s that cheaper 
crude is coming at just the right 
moment for Xi’s dangerously ambi-
tious economic-reform process.

Xi knows that China can’t keep 
generating fast-track growth (and 
better jobs) simply by selling cheap 
goods abroad. To reach the next 
stage of its development, China 
must shift wealth from massive 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) to-
ward Chinese consumers, allowing 
them to buy more of the goods and 
services their country produces. 
Beijing must reduce the state’s role 
in China’s economy by stream-
lining some SOEs and allowing 
others to fail. And to contain the 
risk of public unrest, China must 
have cleaner air and water. 

But real reform will provoke 
real pushback, because these 
changes threaten some of China’s 
most powerful people. That’s why 
Xi has bolstered his reform plans 
with an anticorruption drive 
meant to restore public faith in 
the ruling party and remove those 

Xi speaks with Communist Party leaders in Beijing on Jan. 12

who might block his agenda. In 
the process, China’s President has 
greatly increased his power—and 
the number of his enemies. Some, 
including former Presidents Jiang 
Zemin and Hu Jintao, have warned 
Xi not to push too hard. 

Cheap oil comes at a perfect 
time, cushioning China’s economy 
at a moment when many of these 
reforms would otherwise weigh 
on growth. The country’s economy 
will slow, but moderately. Manu-
facturers will produce less, but 
cheaper oil will reduce costs, easing 
the transition from overreliance 
on heavy manufacturing to higher-
tech, cleaner means of production. 

Lower fuel costs will boost 
economic activity by increasing 

household disposable income, lim-
iting the public anxiety that would 
inevitably follow a sharper-than-
expected economic slowdown and 
a surge in unemployment. Xi can 
reduce subsidies and credit lines 
for SOEs without imposing as 
much pain. Lower oil prices also 
support investment in sectors the 
state would like to see grow, such 
as manufacturing and logistics.

Xi is also taking steps to boost 
consumer purchasing power 
without allowing lower oil prices 
to undermine his war on pollu-
tion. China’s government has 
increased consumption taxes 
on both gasoline and diesel to 
moderate a fall in the price at the 
pump that would otherwise en-
courage a surge in consumption. 
Beijing says it will use the extra 
revenue from higher taxes to fund 
pollution-control plans and the 
development of vehicles that are 
more fuel-efficient. 

As long as it lasts, cheap oil 
will help Xi carry off his reform. 
Given China’s importance to the 
stability of the global economy, Xi 
is not the only one whose future 
depends on how those reforms 
will play out. 

Bremmer is foreign-affairs columnist and 
editor at large at TIME. He is the president of 
Eurasia Group, a political-risk consultancy.

U.K.

‘Frankly, I choked 
on my porridge.’ 
DAVID CAMERON, British Prime Minister, on Jan. 12, 
describing his reaction to Fox News commentator Steve 
Emerson’s calling the English city of Birmingham 
a “no-go zone” for non-Muslims. The city has a 
large but minority Muslim population and 
lower-than-average crime rate. Emerson later 
apologized for his error.

POLL

12 By Noah Rayman
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Dissonant Recovery 
HAITI Musicians play during a ceremony in Port-au-Prince on the fifth anniversary of the earthquake that struck on Jan. 12, 
2010, killing more than 250,000 people. As recovery efforts continue, the Haitian government’s failure to agree on terms for 
long-delayed parliamentary elections threatens the country’s stability. Parliament was dissolved on Jan. 13, leaving President 
Michel Martelly to govern by decree despite protests against his rule. Photograph by Joe Raedle—Getty Images

Trending In

DIPLOMACY
On Jan. 26, President 

Barack Obama 
will become the 

first U.S. leader to 
be chief guest at 
India’s Republic 
Day celebration 
in Delhi, a sign 

of strengthening 
bilateral ties that 
officials from both 

countries hope 
will boost U.S. 

investment in India.

SPORTS
The Palestinian 

soccer team 
competed in a 

major international 
competition for the 

first time since it was 
recognized by FIFA 
in 1998, losing 4-0 
to Japan at the Asia 
Cup in Newcastle, 

Australia. The team 
was also due to play 
Jordan and Iraq in 
the tournament.

ELECTIONS
Greece is poised to 
vote in the Jan. 25 

parliamentary 
elections in favor 
of a far-left party, 

Syriza, whose leader, 
Alexis Tsipras, has 

promised to reverse 
steep austerity 

measures imposed on 
the country after the 

2009 euro-zone crisis.

THE EXPLAINER

Boko Haram’s Bloody Comeback
The Islamist terrorist group has escalated attacks in northeastern Nigeria in recent weeks, 
massacring at least 150 people in the town of Baga, where up to 2,000 others are still missing. 
Here’s what Boko Haram’s resurgence means for Nigeria, with a presidential election looming:

Failure to act

President Goodluck
Jonathan, who will seek 
re-election on Feb. 14, has 
failed to curb Boko Haram 
since it kidnapped more 
than 200 girls last April and 
sparked a global outcry. The 
girls are still missing, and the 
militants killed some 10,000 
people in 2014. The 
group controls 7,700 sq. 
mi. (20,000 sq km) of 
Nigeria’s northeast, 
an area almost 
the size of New 
Jersey.

Close election

Opposition candidate 
Muhammadu Buhari,
from the majority-Muslim 
north, is expected to force 
a tight race, despite three 
unsuccessful previous bids 
for President, by attempting 
to convince voters that as 
a former military 
chief, he would be 
the better choice 
to eliminate Boko 

Haram. 

Trouble ahead 

Boko Haram, whose leader, 
Abubakar Shekau, is seeking 
to establish an Islamic 
caliphate in Nigeria as ISIS 
aims to do in the Middle 
East, will likely attempt 
to disrupt the election, 
threatening the legitimacy 
of the result and 
increasing 
the odds of 
postelection 

unrest.

WORLD

5%
Share of the world’s 
largest companies 

that are run by 
women, according 

to a U.N. report; the 
study also found 

that women own or 
manage over 30% 
of all businesses, 

most of them small 
enterprises 

X I :  L ANDOV; CAMERON, SPORTS: EPA; JONATHAN: GET T Y IMAGES; BUHARI ,  D IPLOMACY, ELECT IONS: REUTERS; SHEK AU: AP
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in the almost 50 years since 

Yosemite National Park’s fabled 
Dawn Wall was first scaled, no 
free climber had ever made the 
ascent. And with good reason: 
The 3,000-ft.-tall (914 m) granite 
facade—part of the behemoth El 
Capitan rock formation—offers 
barely any grippable crevices. That 
has made it impossible to climb 
without support from ropes and 
gear, let alone with bare hands 
and rubberized climbing shoes (all 
that most free climbers use).

On Jan. 14, two men proved it 
could be done. After nearly three 
weeks of living—and climbing—
off the side of the treacherous 
slope, American athletes Tommy 
Caldwell, 36, and Kevin Jorgeson, 
30, summited at 3:30 p.m. P.T. 

Men vs. Mountain 
How two athletes 
completed an 
“impossible” climb
BY EMILY BARONE

Tommy 
Caldwell

Kevin 
Jorgeson

COREY R ICH — BIG UP PRODUCTIONS/AURORA PHOTOS (3)



Rock star Jorgeson attempts to scale 
the Dawn Wall on the southeast side of 
El Capitan, a rock formation in Yosemite 
National Park in California



Food, supplies and 
visitors reached the 
climbers by way of 
fixed ropes running 
from the ground.  

Climbers tackle big walls in 
sections called pitches, which are 
often determined by the length of 
their rope. Pitches are graded on 
the scale below.

Some holds were so thin, the 
climbers’ fingers split open; they 
covered them with tape and glue.

The team usually climbed in the 
late afternoon and at night to 
prevent sweaty hands.

What’s a pitch?

1 ⁄2 in.

Actual width (1 cm) 
of some rock holds 
the climbers gripped 
with their fingers.

8 ft.

3,000 ft.

45 years

Height of summit 

Briefing  |  Spotlight

DEC. 29 The duo ascended the first 
nine pitches in two days.

JAN. 1–9 Pitches 11 to 16 
were the most technically 
challenging. Caldwell quickly 
made it past 16, but Jorgeson 
was delayed for several days 
by finger injuries.

JAN. 10 Jorgeson jumped 8 ft. (2 m) 
horizontally on pitch 16, a move he’d 
practiced on the side of a shed. 

JAN. 13–14 Once Jorgeson caught up to 
Caldwell, the team finished the last nine 
pitches in two days.

5.0
Easiest

5.15
Hardest

In order to prove that the wall could be 
free-climbed, the climbers started each 
pitch over every time they fell.

DEC. 27

After Caldwell 
completed the 
most difficult 
pitches, he 
slowed down 
to support 
Jorgeson.

JAN. 13

As free climbers climb, they loop 
their harness ropes through 
anchors in the wall, forming 
protection points. A partner who is 
safely secured to the wall feeds 
the climber slack as he ascends. 
When the climber falls, the partner 
arrests the rope with a special 
device that prevents more slack, 
so the climber drops only as far as 
his previous protection point.

Time since the Dawn Wall was first 
ascended. Until now, no climber has 
managed to complete the route 
without rope assistance. 

In a Jan. 9 Facebook post, Caldwell 
called the completion a “seven 
year dream.”

Making history is no easy task. 
The team’s previous attempts to 
complete the Dawn Wall—first in 
2010, then in 2011, then again in 
2013—were ended by bad weather 
and injuries. And this climb had 
its own share of setbacks: On 
Jan. 3, for example, Jorgeson’s fin-
gertips split open after grasping 
one tiny hold too many, forcing 
him to rest for several days. 

All of which has made both 
climbers’ milestone even more 
gratifying. “I’m learning new lev-
els of patience, perseverance and 
desire,” Jorgeson wrote on Face-
book after the Jan. 3 incident. “I’m 
not giving up. I will rest. I will try 
again. I will succeed.”

The climbers camped in a 
hanging tent structure 
called a portaledge, which 
was anchored to the rock.

Dawn Wall’s 
31 pitches

FOR MORE IMPORTANT MOMENTS IN THE 
HISTORY OF EL CAPITAN CLIMBING, GO TO 
time.com/elcapitan

SOURCES : PATAGONIA ; 
CL IMBERS’ SOC IAL - MEDIA 
ACCOUNTS ; CL IMBING .COM ; 
NAT IONAL GEOGRAPHIC ; 
NEW YORK T IMES

What happens when they fall?

FINISH

START
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College, you’ll explore the entire writing process, from brainstorming 
for the perfect idea to getting your final product noticed by literary 
agents and publishers. These 24 inspirational lectures are packed with 
exercises, tricks of the trade, and practical advice you’ll continue to 
draw on every time you sit down to write.
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DEATHS Acclaimed author 
Robert Stone, a friend of Ken 
Kesey’s Merry Pranksters 
who described his subjects 
as “America and Americans,” 
died Jan. 10 at 77. Dog 
Soldiers, Stone’s novel about 
a bungled heroin-smuggling 
plan, which was inspired by 
his stint reporting 
on the Vietnam 
War, won the 
National Book 
Award in 1975.

CRIME Two Albuquerque, 
N.M., police officers were 
charged with murder on 
Jan. 12 in the 2014 shooting 
of a homeless man that was 
captured on a body camera 
worn by a cop on the scene. 
The Albuquerque police 
department has been under 
federal monitoring since 
a Justice Department 
investigation in April found 
that it had a “pattern and 
practice” of excessive force.

CITIES New York City 
launched the nation’s 
largest municipal 
identification-card program
on Jan. 12, issuing photo IDs 
that officials hope will help 
undocumented immigrants 
obtain basic services like 
bank accounts and make 
them less 
afraid to 
approach law 
enforcement.

HIGHER ED The University of 
Virginia has reinstated Phi 
Kappa Psi after a police 
investigation found “no 
basis” to confirm that the 
alleged rape at the center of 
a controversial Rolling Stone
article occurred at the 
fraternity’s off-campus 
house. The school also 
proposed new rules for all 
frats, including banning kegs 
of beer and hard-alcohol 
punch. But the reforms may 
prove hard to enforce at the 
privately owned properties.

The Rundown
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Hacking Back In the dark world 
of cybercrime, can turnabout be 
fair play?
BY HALEY SWEETLAND EDWARDS

on jan. 12, at the exact

moment President Obama 
was delivering a speech 
calling for stronger cyber-
security laws, a group 
sympathizing with the 
Islamic State of Iraq 
and Greater Syria (ISIS) 
hacked into the U.S. Cen-
tral Command’s Twitter 
feed and posted messages 
like “AMERICAN SOL-
DIERS, WE ARE COMING, 
WATCH YOUR BACK. ISIS.” 

Just days before, a man 
who calls himself the Jester 
hacked an al-Qaeda propa-
ganda website and put up sa-
tirical cartoons from the 
French newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo along with the words 
je suis charlie.

Coming seven weeks af-
ter the Sony hack reminded 
us all of our digital vulnera-
bility, this tit for tat shows 

the immense challenge of 
preventing and prosecuting 
cybersecurity crimes. 
Should those who attacked 
Centcom’s Twitter feed be 
punished? If so, how? And 
by that measure, should the 
Jester be punished as well? 

In the Wild West of 
cybersecurity law, those are 
not idle questions. Every 
year, hackers steal roughly 
$300 billion worth of infor-
mation, from intellectual 
property to classified state 
secrets, according to a 2013 
study by the Center for Stra-
tegic and International 
Studies. Very few of those 
hackers are ever punished. 
That’s in part because most 
law-enforcement agencies 
are too slow to respond. 
More-nimble private compa-
nies and individuals, mean-
while, face murky legal 

questions when they go on 
the offensive—actions that 
are known in the cyber-
world as hacking back.

The result, explains Jon 
Huntsman, a former ambas-
sador to China and an ex-
pert on cybersecurity, is 
that hackers often act with 
impunity. “There’s no pen-
alty, no pain for hackers,” 
he says.

Strictly speaking, hack-
ing back is illegal. The 1986 
Computer Fraud and Abuse 
Act makes trespassing onto 
networks a prosecutable of-
fense. Yet it happens all the 
time, and law enforcement 
often turns a blind eye. 
Trickier still are attacks that 
have popular support. The 
Jester, for example, has nev-
er been prosecuted. Instead, 
he has become a folk hero 
and even lent his old laptop 
to the International Spy 
Museum in Washington. 

But others, including Ad-
miral Michael Rogers, the 
director of the National Se-
curity Administration, 
warn that hacking back 
comes with major risks. 
What if a company acciden-
tally attacks an innocent by-
stander or a nation-state, 
sparking a diplomatic inci-
dent or dragging the U.S. 
into a cyberwar? “This is a 
really complicated, really 
slippery slope,” Rogers said 
at a January conference. 

Since the Sony hack, 
Obama and a dozen mem-
bers of Congress have called 
for new cybersecurity laws 
to encourage companies to 
share data about cyber-
threats. The proposals won’t 
clarify the rules on hacking 
back, but they could help 
prevent the next big breach. 
And in an increasingly con-
nected world, every step 
will help. 
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GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 

quote and see how much you could save today.

geico.com  7 O  local of  ce

Saving People
Money Since 1936

... that’s before there were
personal computers.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees 
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO
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Gaining Interest With rates 

BY DAN KADLEC

Finance

the past six years have been a great time to borrow and 

buy, with interest rates at historic lows. But as the U.S. economy 
continues its recovery, many experts believe the long decline in 
rates will finally reverse. The key question is how soon—and at 
what pace.

The current wisdom on Wall Street holds that the 10-year 
Treasury bond, currently yielding around 2%, will end the year 
at about 3% and push past 4% in 2016. Short-term and mort-
gage rates are also expected to rise. The rationale is that the U.S. 
is on the mend, with the economy expected to grow at about 
3% and job creation at its fastest pace since 1999. And the Fed 
has signaled a midyear rate boost, which would be its first in 
nearly a decade.

Rates are famously difficult to predict, and not all experts are 
in alignment. One prominent bond investor, Jeffrey Gundlach 
at DoubleLine Capital, believes that the T-bond yield will keep 
falling, down to about 1% if oil prices slip further. But most 
economists predict that yields will begin to tick up in the sec-
ond half of 2015, which would have broad implications for the 
way you borrow, save and invest. Here’s what you need to know: 

Borrowers: Shop now, buy later
One thing seems certain: credit is likely to get more 
costly. The Fed seems determined to boost the target for 
its benchmark federal-funds rate to a high of 0.5% from 
0.25%. A second bump could follow. Typically, long-
term rates set in the bond market follow suit.

By year’s end, interest rates on credit cards will creep 
from 15.7% to 16.2% on average, says Bankrate.com. 
Five-year new auto loans will rise to an average of 4.4% 
from 4.1%, and fixed 30-year-mortgage rates may near 
5%, up from around 4%. The good news is that the rise 
in these borrowing costs will be slow and manageable. 

“There is no rush to borrow,” says Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s Analytics. But if a large purchase 
is in your near future, shop now so you’ll be ready when 
rates move up. That’s especially important with a mort-
gage, for which the approval process can drag. 

Savers: Some relief ahead
As the Fed boosts short-term rates, you’ll earn more 
money from bank CDs and money-market accounts. 
But it may be a couple of years before rates are high 
enough for savers to earn anything meaningful. “It’s 
going to be another tough year for savers,” says Greg 
McBride, chief financial analyst at Bankrate.com. “But 
at least rates will be taking a step in the right direction.”

For now, he suggests keeping liquid savings in short-
term accounts that can be rolled into higher-yielding 
vehicles as rates rise. He advises creating a ladder of bank 
CDs that mature in six months, a year, 18 months and 
two years, rolling over into higher-yielding CDs as they 
expire. Don’t be tempted to reach for modestly higher 
yields on CDs that mature in three years or longer. That 
would prevent you from taking advantage of the higher 
yields that should emerge in the next two years.

Investors: Shake it up
The big risk for bond investors is that interest rates will 
rise more sharply than expected. Watch the central 
banks in Europe for clues: if they begin to raise rates, it 
could trigger a global rise in long-term rates.

In any rising-rate environment, the key is to own 
bonds that can be held to maturity, allowing the owner 
to reinvest at higher yields. “Stay with high-quality 
bonds, and reduce your average maturity to five to 
seven years,” says Kathy Jones, fixed-income strategist at 
Schwab Center for Financial Research. Yields on riskier 
credit like corporate junk bonds will rise fastest and lead 
to the biggest losses, she says.

Diversification across the fixed-income universe, 
including Treasurys, mortgages, inflation-protected 
securities and municipal bonds adds a measure of safety, 
says Ford O’Neil, a co-manager of the Fidelity Total Bond 
Fund. Most investors understand that diversification 
and patience in the stock market is the best approach. 
Says O’Neil: “It works for bonds too.”
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With the U.S. economy strengthening, 
the Fed has signaled that it will raise 
interest rates, which will likely make 
borrowing more costly 
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Save for the future. 
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percentage yields (APYs) that were among the highest reported in 100 Highest Yields® for 3rd quarter 2014.

© 2015 Synchrony Bank

Get the same great rate 
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Power Drive 
Automakers are 
on the road to 
smarter cars
BY ALEX FITZPATRICK

every year, the average ameri-

can driver wastes hundreds of hours 
in traffic, hundreds of minutes fid-
dling with dashboard controls and 
hundreds—if not thousands—of 
dollars on auto care and mainte-
nance. But what if cars could solve 
these problems by design?

That’s the question many auto-
makers raised at the recent Con-
sumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las 
Vegas and North American Inter-
national Auto Show in Detroit. They 
unveiled an array of car models that 
eschew traditional selling points 
such as horsepower and handling 
in favor of technologies to enhance 
the modern commute. Among 
them: General Motors’ OnStar sys-
tem, which can monitor car parts 
and alert drivers before they need 
fixing, and Ford’s revamped Sync 
infotainment system, which better 
understands human speech.

But some advances aren’t as 
close as they appear. Although 
self- driving concept cars sound 
enticing—BMW’s can be sum-
moned via a smart-watch app, 
while Mercedes-Benz’s touts 
front seats that swivel to create a 
loungelike interior—they can’t 
go mainstream until myriad legal 
and insurance issues are resolved, 
which could take years. Other 
features, like gesture- based naviga-
tion, are too buggy for prime time.

Nonetheless, the CES unveilings 
portend great things for the auto 
industry—and for drivers. “Auto-
matic breaking, adaptive cruise 
control, traffic- jam assist . . . we’ve 
got this technology on the road to-
day,” says Jeremy Carlson, a senior 
analyst for automotive technology 
at the research firm IHS Technolo-
gy. “And it’s going to serve as build-
ing blocks for what’s to come.”

Standard Features, 2025?
A few of the coming attractions on 

the cars of tomorrow

SELF-DRIVING 
CAPABILITIES

Sensor- and 
camera-laden models 

from Audi and 
Volkswagen, among 
others, don’t just 

automatically break to 
prevent fender 

benders; they can 
actually navigate 

around highway traffic 
and into garages 

without a human at 
the wheel.

SLEEKER DASHBOARDS 
In addition to Ford’s new 

Sync system, which better 
understands voice commands, 

Apple and Google have 
partnered with automakers to 

create interfaces as intuitive as 
the ones on your smartphone.

SMARTER 
HEADLIGHTS

Audi’s and BMW’s ultra-
bright laser headlights 

can detect oncoming cars 
and dim slightly to avoid 
disturbing their drivers. 

One catch: they’re not yet 
legal in the U.S. 

LUXURY INTERIORS 
In Mercedes-Benz’s self-driving concept car, the 
front seats swivel to create a loungelike cabin 

that resembles the interior of a limousine.

Tech

SELF-PARKING SKILLS 
The new model of BMW’s 

all-electric i3 can find its own 
spot in a parking lot, then be 

hailed via a smart-watch app to 
retrieve its driver.
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Ask your doctor 

if JUBLIA is right 

for you and visit 

JubliaRx.com

Indication 

JUBLIA (efi naconazole) Topical Solution, 10% is a prescription 

medicine used to treat fungal infections of the toenails.

Important Safety Information

• JUBLIA is for use on nails and surrounding skin only. 

Do not use JUBLIA in your mouth, eyes, or vagina. 

Use it exactly as instructed by your doctor.

• It is not known whether JUBLIA is effective in children.

• Before you use JUBLIA, tell your doctor about all your medical 

conditions, including if you are or plan to become pregnant, are 

breastfeeding,  or plan to breastfeed, because it is not known 

whether JUBLIA can harm an unborn fetus or nursing infant. 

Tell your doctor about all medications you are taking, and 

whether you have any other nail infections.

• JUBLIA is fl ammable. Avoid heat and fl ame 

while applying JUBLIA to your toenail.

• Avoid pedicures, use of nail polish, or cosmetic 

nail products while using JUBLIA.

• JUBLIA may cause irritation at the treated site. 

The most common side effects include: ingrown 

toenail, redness, itching, swelling, burning or 

stinging, blisters, and pain. Tell your doctor about 

any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 

of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/

medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Patient Information for JUBLIA 
on next page.

JUBLIA is an FDA-approved prescription topical
solution proven to treat toenail fungus (onychomycosis).
JUBLIA is specifi cally formulated to reach the site of onychomycosis and fi ght

the fungus that can live beneath the toenail — allowing some patients to have

clearer toenails grow back. It’s time to tackle toenail fungus.

Individual results 
may vary.

 DON’T HIDE IT 

TACKLE IT
WITH JUBLIA
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PATIENT INFORMATION

JUBLIA (joo-blee-uh)
(efinaconazole) Topical Solution, 10%

This Patient Information does not include all the 
information needed to use JUBLIA safely and 
effectively. Please see full Prescribing Information.

Important information: JUBLIA is for use on toenails  
and surrounding skin only. Do not use JUBLIA in your  
mouth, eyes, or vagina.

What is JUBLIA?
JUBLIA is a prescription medicine used to treat fungal 
infections of the toenails. It is not known if JUBLIA is safe  
and effective in children.

What should I tell my healthcare provider  
before using JUBLIA?
Before you use JUBLIA, tell your healthcare provider about  
all your medical conditions, including if you:

•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known  
if JUBLIA can harm your unborn baby.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if 
JUBLIA passes into your breast milk.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines  
you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

How should I use JUBLIA?
See the “Instructions for Use” at the end of this 
Patient Information leaflet for detailed information 
about the right way to use JUBLIA.

•  Use JUBLIA exactly as your healthcare provider tells  
you to use it. Apply JUBLIA to your affected toenails  
1 time each day. Wait for at least 10 minutes after 
showering, bathing or washing before applying JUBLIA. 
JUBLIA is used for 48 weeks.

What should I avoid while using JUBLIA?
•  JUBLIA is flammable. Avoid heat and flame while 

applying JUBLIA to your toenail.

•  Avoid pedicures, use of nail polish, or cosmetic nail 
products, while using JUBLIA.

What are the possible side effects of 
JUBLIA?
JUBLIA may cause irritation at the treated site. The  
most common side effects include: ingrown toenail, 
redness, itching, swelling, burning or stinging, blisters,  
and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or that does not go away.

These are not all the possible side effects of JUBLIA.

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects.  
You may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

How should I store JUBLIA?
•  Store JUBLIA at room temperature, between 68°F to  

77°F (20°C to 25°C). Do not freeze JUBLIA.

•  Keep the bottle tightly closed and store in an  
upright position.

• JUBLIA is flammable. Keep away from heat and flame.

Keep JUBLIA and all medicines out of the reach of 
children.

General information about the safe and 
effective use of JUBLIA
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other  
than those listed in a Patient Information leaflet. You can  
ask your pharmacist or healthcare provider for information 
about JUBLIA that is written for health professionals. 
Do not use JUBLIA for a condition for which it was not 
prescribed. Do not give JUBLIA to other people, even if they 
have the same condition you have. It may harm them.

What are the ingredients in JUBLIA?
Active ingredients: efinaconazole

Inactive ingredients: alcohol, anhydrous citric acid,  
butylated hydroxytoluene, C12-15 alkyl lactate, 
cyclomethicone, diisopropyl adipate, disodium edetate,  
and purified water.

Manufactured for: Valeant Pharmaceuticals North  
America LLC, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 USA

Manufactured by: Kaken Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd,  
Shizuoka, Japan. Product of Japan

For more information, call 1-800-321-4576.

This Patient Information has been approved by the  
U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Except as where otherwise indicated, all product names,  
slogans and other marks are trademarks of the Valeant  
family of companies.
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Health

the time-strapped, stressed-out and downright lazy among us have no doubt 

caught wind of the latest trend in fitness: micro workouts, which have surprising endorse-
ments not just from personal trainers but from scientists too. And yet they seem to be onto 
something. “If you only have 15 minutes, many people might blow off traditional exercise 
and say they can’t get a quality workout in a short period of time,” says Martin Gibala, a 
professor of kinesiology at McMaster University in Ontario. “But brief, intense exercise 
is an effective way to improve your fitness and markers that may reduce risk for chronic 
diseases.” Gibala is researching just how low you can go, time-wise, to get a good workout, 
but for now he says that to get the full effect, you need to trade in duration for intensity: the 
shorter the workout, the tougher it should be. “There’s no free lunch here,” he says. “You 
really have to get out of your comfort zone and go hard.” In his research, Gibala often uses 
cycling because it’s low impact, but you can substitute any type of exercise that gets your 
heart rate up—be it running, jumping jacks, burpees or barre work.

Get Fitter (Much) Faster Your workouts don’t 
have to last long—but they have to be hard
BY ALEXANDRA SIFFERLIN

A Workout for Every Schedule

The workout: Choose an 
exercise like biking, 

swimming or rowing, and 
do it at your full capacity 
for one minute. Back off 

for one minute and repeat 
the rotation 10 times.

The benefit: These 
intervals are shown to 

improve blood-vessel and 
heart function.

The workout: Hop on a 
treadmill and run as fast as 

you can for 30 seconds, 
then lower the speed and 

jog for 30 seconds. Repeat 
10 times.

The benefit: Even if you’re 
not running to build 

endurance, research shows, 
quick spurts of exercise can 

improve cardiac health.

The workout: For 30 
seconds each, do jumping 
jacks, a wall sit, push-ups, 

crunches, chair step-
ups, squats, tricep dips, 
planks, running on the 
spot, lunges, push-ups 

with wide rotation and then 
side planks. Rest for 10 

seconds between moves.

The benefit: The diversity 
of the exercises 

strengthens muscles 
throughout the body and 

improves heart rate. 

The workout: Get on a 
stationary bike or treadmill. 

Give yourself a short 
warm-up and then pedal or 
run as fast as you can for 

one minute.

The benefit: Men and 
women who tried the one-

minute workout for six 
weeks improved their 

endurance and lowered 
their blood pressure. 

1 MINUTE: 
Go as hard as you can. 

Gibala’s team has shown 
that you can improve 

fitness in just 60 seconds. 

7 MINUTES: 
Do the seven-minute 
workout developed 

by scientists at 
McMaster University.

10 MINUTES:
Try a simple form of 

high-intensity interval 
training with the cardio 

of your choice.

20 MINUTES:
Gibala’s research 

shows that 20 minutes 
is enough time to get 
a serious workout—if 
you’re willing to sweat.

Scientists have 
proved that 

short bursts of activity 
truly change and 
improve the body
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elizabeth warren, the famously 

anti–Wall Street Senator from Massa-
chusetts, has become the lunar god-
dess of liberal politics. Just as the 
moon pulls the tides, Warren is slowly 

but steadily towing the economic conversation in 
the Democratic Party to the left. Witness the barn- 
burning speech she gave on the Senate floor in De-
cember, railing against the fact that lobbyists from 
Citigroup and other big banks had been allowed to 
squeeze a rider into the latest congressional budget 
bill that would make it easier for federally insured 
banks to keep trading derivatives, which Warren 
Buffett once described as the “financial weapons 
of mass destruction” that sparked the 2008 crisis. 
Then there was her opposition to President Obama’s 
most recent Treasury nominee, Antonio Weiss, a 
banker who Warren told me “has no background to 
justify his nomination other than working for a big 
Wall Street firm.” (Weiss dropped out shortly after 
Warren began denouncing him.) Couple that with 
her continued calls to break up the big banks and 
criticism of policies espoused by longtime Demo-
cratic economic advisers like Bob Rubin and Larry 
Summers, and you’ve the makings of a consequen-
tial gravitational pull.

Warren is more than just a dogged critic. The 
former Harvard law professor’s influence comes in 
large part because she’s tapped into an existential 
crisis on the left: namely, liberals’ belated anxiety 
over the capture of the Democratic Party by high 
finance, which began two decades ago. Ronald Rea-
gan might be the President most closely associated 
with laissez- faire economics, but both Republicans 
and Democrats have frequently turned to finance to 
generate quick-hit growth in tough times, deregu-
lating markets or loosening monetary policy rather 
than focusing on underlying fixes for the real econ-
omy. Shrugging and citing a market- knows-best 
philosophy to avoid difficult political decisions has 
been a bipartisan exercise for quite a long time now.

A nd the anxiety is deepened because demo-

crats, like Republicans, bear blame for the 
financial crisis of 2008. Jimmy Carter deregu-

lated interest rates in 1980, a move that pacified con-
sumers and financiers grappling with stagflation 
but also helped set the stage for the home- mortgage 
implosion. In 1999, as President Bill Clinton’s 
Treasury Secretary, Rubin signed off on the Glass- 

Steagall banking- regulation death certificate, a move 
that many, Warren included, believe was a key factor 
in worsening the crisis. Loose accounting standards 
supported by many Democrats during the Clinton 
years also encouraged the growth of stock options 
as the main form of corporate compensation, a trend 
that French academic Thomas Piketty, Nobel laure-
ate Joseph Stiglitz and many other economists be-
lieve exacerbated the staggering gap between rich 
and poor in the U.S. today. I asked Warren whether 
she blamed such policies for our current wage stag-
nation, which has persisted despite robust economic 
growth. “I’d lay it right at the feet of trickle- down 
economics, yes,” she says. “We’ve tried that experi-
ment for 35 years, and it hasn’t worked.”

S peculation has been rife that warren 

might consider a presidential run of her own, 
taking on front runner Hillary Clinton just to 

make sure the same trickle-down team doesn’t end 
up in office again. When I ask her flatly if she’d run if 
she thought a Rubin or Summers would be making 
economic policy for the next four years, she paused. 
“I tell you .. . I’m going to do everything I can. I’m go-
ing to fight as hard as I have to. This has to change.”

Change won’t come easily. Resetting the econom-
ic table is not just about breaking up big banks or rais-
ing the minimum wage. Real change would mean 
grappling with a deep, multidecade shift from a soci-
ety in which the state, the private sector and the indi-
vidual all shared responsibility for economic risks to 
one in which individuals are now increasingly left on 
their own to pay for the trappings of a middle- class 
life—health care, education and retirement—while 
corporations capture a record share of the country’s 
prosperity without necessarily reinvesting in the 
common good. Complaining about too-big-to-fail 
banks, sleazy lobbyists and the 1% is easier than 
crafting an entirely new, inclusive growth policy.

Warren is likely to conjure more change by be-
ing a progressive foil to Clinton than by running 
herself. Her sway has old economists scrambling 
to learn new tricks. The Center for American Prog-
ress, a think tank with close ties to the Clintons, is 
releasing a new report on wages and the plight of 
the middle classes on Jan. 15. Its chief author: none 
other than Summers. Meanwhile, Clinton recently 
took an ideas meeting with Stiglitz, once considered 
too far left to touch. In politics, stars may rise, but 
the moon is constant. ■

TELLING IT 
LIKE IT IS

“Between the 
1930s and the 

late 1970s, 
90% of all 

workers shared 
70% of all 

income growth. 
Between 1980 

and 2012, 
guess how 

much that 90% 
got? Zero!”

Tilting at Hillary
Elizabeth Warren may not run, but she can 

Rana Foroohar
COMMENTARY / THE CURIOUS CAPITALIST
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nother horrendous act of ter-

rorism has taken place, and people 
like myself who are on media speed 
dial under “Celebrity Muslims” are 
thrust in the spotlight to angrily con-

demn, disavow and explain—again—how these 
barbaric acts are in no way related to Islam.

For me, religion—no matter which one—is ulti-
mately about people wanting to live humble, moral 
lives that create a harmonious community and pro-
mote tolerance and friendship. All religious rules 
should be in service of this goal. The Islam I learned 
and practice does just that.

Violence committed in the name of religion is 
never about religion—it’s about money. Forget the 
goons who actually carry out these deadly acts. 
They are nothing more than automated drones 
remote-controlled by others. Instead of radio sig-
nals, their pilots use selective dogma to manipu-
late their actions. They pervert the Quran through 
omission and false interpretation.

When one looks at the goal of these attacks, it’s 
clearly not about scaring us into changing our be-
havior. The fatwa against Salman Rushdie didn’t 
prevent the publication of The Satanic Verses. The 
attacks of 9/11 didn’t frighten the U.S. into embrac-
ing Islam. Like all terrorist attacks on the West, 
they just strengthened our resolve. So the attacks 
in Paris, as with most others, aren’t about changing 
Western behavior; they’re about swaggering into a 
room and flexing a muscle, hoping to elicit admir-
ing sighs. In this case, the sighs are more recruits 
and more donations to keep their organization alive. 
They have to keep proving they are more relevant 
than competing terrorist groups. It’s just business.

N or should we blame u.s. foreign policy 

as the spark that lights the fuse. Poverty, po-
litical oppression, systemic corruption, lack 

of education, lack of critical thinking and general 
hopelessness in these countries are the spark. Yes, 
we’ve made mistakes that will be used to justify re-
cruiting new drones. But we shouldn’t kid ourselves 
that the recent report detailing our extensive and 
apparently ineffective use of torture led to mass ter-
rorist volunteers. The world knew we tortured. The 
only thing the report revealed was how bad we were 
at it. More important, if recruits were swayed by log-
ical idealism, they would realize that the fact that 
we conducted, released and debated such a report 

is what makes the U.S. admirable. We don’t always 
do the right thing, but we strive to. We admit our 
faults and make adjustments. It may be glacial, but 
it’s movement forward.

Knowing that these attacks are not about reli-
gion, we have to reach a point where we stop bring-
ing Islam into the discussion. I know we aren’t 
there yet, because much of the Western population 
doesn’t understand the Islamic religion. All West-
erners see are brutal beheadings, kidnappings of 
young girls, bloody massacres at schools and these 
random shootings. Naturally, they are frightened 
when they hear the word Muslim or see someone in 
traditional Muslim clothing. Despite any charitable 
impulses, they must think, Better safe than sorry, as 
they hurry in the opposite direction.

W hen the ku klux klan burns a cross in 

a black family’s yard, prominent Chris-
tians aren’t required to explain how it isn’t 

really a Christian act. Most people realize that the 
KKK doesn’t represent Christian teachings. That’s 
what I and other Muslims long for—the day when 
these terrorists praising Muhammad or Allah’s 
name as they debase their actual teachings are in-
stantly recognized as thugs disguising themselves 
as Muslims. It’s like bank robbers who wear masks 
of Presidents; we don’t really think Jimmy Carter 
and George W. Bush hit the Bank of America during 
their downtime.

Ironically, terrorism is an act against the very 
religion the perpetrators claim to believe in. It’s an 
acknowledgment that the religion and its teachings 
aren’t enough to persuade people to follow it. Any 
religion that requires coercion is not about commu-
nity but leaders who want power.

We can’t end terrorism any more than we can 
end crime in general. But I look forward to the 
day when an act of terrorism by self-proclaimed 
Muslims will be universally dismissed as nothing 
more than a criminal attack of a thuggish political 
organization wearing an ill-fitting Muslim mask. 
To get to that point, we will need to teach our com-
munities what the real beliefs of Islam are. In the 
meantime, keep my name on speed dial so we can 
get through this together. ■

Abdul-Jabbar is a six-time NBA champion and league 
Most Valuable Player. He is also a New York Times best-
selling author, filmmaker and education ambassador

FOLLOWING 
THE MONEY, 

NOT THE FAITH

CASH FLOW
ISIS makes an 

estimated $1 million 
a day through the 
sale and control of 
oil, according to the 
U.S. Department of 

the Treasury

FACING BIAS
Forty-two percent 
of Americans say 

Islam is more likely 
than other religions 
to incite violence 

among its followers, 
according to the Pew 

Research Center

Paris Was Not About Religion

COMMENTARY

A

time  January 26, 2015 29





WORLD

Photograph by Jerome Sessini 

Unité More than a million people 
marched in Paris on Jan. 11 to show 

solidarity after the killings 
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known bin Laden declared war on the U.S., 
violent jihadists are active from the Taliban 
strongholds of northern Pakistan to the 
shores of Africa’s Lake Chad and beyond. 
Once hounded from one outlaw sanctuary 
to another, they now control territory, or 
move freely, in at least half a dozen coun-
tries. The jihadists have captured arsenals, 
seized oil fields and emptied bank vaults. 
They publish online magazines and main-
tain Twitter accounts—while hacking their 
adversaries’. On Jan. 12, ISIS supporters 
briefly took control of the Twitter feed be-
longing to the U.S. military’s Central Com-
mand. ISIS has its own national anthem.

AQAP boasts a propaganda superstar: 
the American-born cleric Anwar al-Awlaki, 

who once pronounced jihad to be “as Amer-
ican as apple pie.” His fluent video sermons 
continue to inspire militants—the Paris 
gunmen likely among them—years af-
ter his death in a U.S. drone strike. Robert 
Grenier, in a new book about his service 
at the top of the CIA’s counterterrorism 
efforts, sums it up simply: “The forces of 
global jihad which Osama bin Laden did 
so much to inspire are stronger than ever.”

And their tactics are evolving. The as-
sault on the offices of Charlie Hebdo—in 
which gunmen cooperated in military style 
to overcome police security and carry out a 
series of assassinations—was a far cry from 
the sadly familiar business of smuggled 
bombs, suicide missions and lone gunmen 

T
he slaughter of 17 people in the 

City of Light in early January was, 
sad to say, not particularly bloody 
by the gruesome standards of radi-
cal Islamist terrorism. Paris was 
not even the deadliest scene of the 

week, which saw up to 2,000 people mas-
sacred in Nigeria by the militants of Boko 
Haram and nearly 40 people killed by 
what was likely an al-Qaeda car bomb in 
the capital of Yemen.

But there was something deeply omi-
nous about Paris, and profoundly discour-
aging. The attack on the satirical magazine 
Charlie Hebdo—and the related killings in a 
kosher supermarket and on a city street—
wove together so many strands of Western 
failure. The killers were just three among 
thousands of European Muslims tempted 
by jihad, some of whom have traveled to 
the chaotic lands of the Middle East for 
training in terrorist tactics. Watch-listed 
by Western intelligence agencies, they 
simply outlasted the resources and at-
tention span of French authorities. Their 
targets—a Jewish market and a magazine 
that didn’t hesitate to offend the pious—
were known to be in danger.

And still the terrorists got through. 
Two of them were dispatched by the 
Yemen-based al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP), the group claimed, saying 
the attack came on the order of Ayman al-
Zawahiri, the successor to Osama bin Lad-
en. A third killer said he was sent by the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Greater Syria (ISIS), 
the throat-cutting militia that emerged in 
Iraq and flourished in war-torn Syria.

In short, the West, so wealthy and pow-
erful, was whipped in Paris by enemies it 
has been fighting for years as part of a war 
that has not ended. And experts warn of 
more—perhaps worse—to come. The head 
of Britain’s domestic intelligence service, 
Andrew Parker, said in a rare public speech 
that “a group of core al-Qaeda terrorists in 
Syria is planning mass-casualty attacks 
against the West.” He called an attack in the 
U.K. “highly likely.” French Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls, meanwhile, put 10,000 sol-
diers and 5,000 police officers on protective 
duty around vulnerable sites, especially the 
schools and synagogues of France’s trauma-
tized Jewish community. In Washington, 
Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh John-
son announced stepped-up security mea-
sures at airports, government buildings 
and critical infrastructure targets.

Nearly two decades after the little-
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send a high-level representative. (In a rare 
apology, the White House agreed it was a 
mistake; one senior official said the march 
came together so quickly that Obama’s 
aides failed to recognize its symbolic im-
portance.) But even as a mighty throng 
poured into the Place de la République 
in Paris, a nagging doubt spread over the 
scene. The essence of guerrilla warfare is 
to turn a foe’s strengths into weaknesses. 
Could the jihadists convert this massive 
reaction against Islamic violence into a 
corrosive wave of anti-Muslim politics?

By attacking Charlie Hebdo, a magazine 
specializing in lurid satire of sacred cows, 
the brothers Saïd and Chérif Kouachi cun-
ningly forced the West to choose between 

the Muslim sensitivity to cartoon portray-
als of the Prophet Muhammad and the 
secular value of unbridled free expression. 
Cower or offend: either way, the murderers 
win. As multitudes marched bearing ban-
ners declaring i am charlie, media outlets 
around the world republished the cartoons, 
including a German newspaper in Ham-
burg that was firebombed in apparent re-
taliation. The first issue of Charlie Hebdo
after the killings had a press run reported at 
5 million (compared with its normal run of 
about 60,000) and sold out in many places.

Yet the fact that the new issue featured 
a caricature of Muhammad on its cover—
crying and holding a sign reading je suis 

charlie—is sure to alienate even mod-
erate Muslims, who see any depiction of 
the Prophet as blasphemous. Paris may be 
a small but toxic step toward realizing a 
terrorist strategy of driving a wedge be-
tween Europe’s fast-growing population 
of Muslims and their still wary neigh-
bors. The ties between Europe and the 
Middle East run through Istanbul, the 
Mediterranean and centuries of history, 
but familiarity hasn’t always translated 
into mutual respect. Nationalist, populist 
and anti-immigrant parties are on the rise 
across Europe, fueled in part by the feeble 
economy and doubts about the European 
Union but also by Islamist terrorism. More 
than 60% of non-Muslim Germans say Is-
lam is incompatible with life in the West, 
according to a recent survey by the firm 
Bertelsmann Stiftung. After Paris, the xe-
nophobic PEGIDA movement in Germany 
(in English the acronym stands for Patri-
otic Europeans Against the Islamization 
of the West) turned out a record crowd of 
25,000 for its weekly march through the 
streets of Dresden, where marchers heaped 
abuse on Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
claim that “Islam belongs to Germany.”

In France, the surging party is the far-
right National Front, led by Marine Le 
Pen. The Front garnered more votes than 
any other French party in last May’s Eu-
ropean Parliament elections, and Le Pen 
predicts that her party will rule France 
within 10 years. Many analysts believe 
that the Paris attacks will move voters to 
embrace her call for greater restrictions on 
immigration and limits on travel to and 
from the Middle East. Le Pen agrees: in a 
phone interview with Time, she said the 
unity of the mass marches was impressive 
but fleeting. “It was a big reaction,” she 
allowed. “But now it is finished, and the 

targeting Jews. It bore some of the trappings 
of the 2008 shooting and bombing attacks 
in Mumbai by the radical Islamist group 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, which killed 166 people. 
As thousands of European Muslims answer 
the call to jihad in Syria and Iraq, then re-
turn home as experienced guerrilla fight-
ers, Europe can expect to see more of this.

Forced to Choose
in this gloomy picture, a bright spot 

was the sight of more than 40 world lead-
ers marching as part of an estimated 
3.7 million people in France—and many 
more around the world—united against 
terrorism. U.S. President Barack Obama 
was criticized for failing to show up or 
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jihad is accelerating. Britain’s Parker said 
his agency, known as MI5, has disrupted 
three terrorist plots in recent months—
after averaging about one per year for 
several years—as the chaos in Syria and 
Iraq sent ripples through nearby Europe. 
While the West wrestles with misgivings 
over issues like Guantánamo, waterboard-
ing and NSA surveillance, the enemy oper-
ates with patient single-mindedness.

Perhaps that was the most discour-
aging thing about Paris—the patience 
involved. The killers evidently waited qui-
etly for years before making their move. 

To the question of how long this war is 
going to continue, they answered: As long 
as it takes.

Blood Brothers
more than 10 years ago, a budding ex-

tremist named Farid Benyettou tried to 
oust Imam Larbi Kechat from the Addawa 
mosque in northeast Paris. The French have 
a long and bloody colonial history in North 
Africa, and the nation has never been good 
at integrating its Muslim immigrants. Even 
the children and grandchildren of immi-
grants often find themselves stuck in the 

struggle against Islamic extremism has 
not changed.”

Caught between violence and backlash, 
Muslims in Europe feel increasingly alien-
ated, says Sara Silvestri, a political scien-
tist at City University London. “They are 
caught, with fire from all sides. They feel 
hurt and betrayed” by terrorists who “claim 
to act in the name of Islam.” And at the 
same time, “they feel stigmatized and inter-
rogated for something they didn’t do, didn’t 
think and didn’t wish for.” Such tangled 
emotions of fear and resentment “perhaps 
in the long term could be more dangerous 
to social coexistence than the terrorist acts 
themselves,” Silvestri concludes.

Further attacks by sleeper cells like the 
one in Paris threaten to create a vicious 
cycle in which violence drives fear, fear 
feeds prejudice, prejudice breeds resent-
ment, and resentment curdles into more 
violence. Even an inefficient version of this 
infernal machine can produce a danger-
ous number of potential terrorists: France 
alone is home to some 5 million Muslims, 
many of them poorly integrated. The num-
ber of French nationals who have gone to 
the Middle East to wage violent jihad has 
already reached some 1,200. Like the Char-
lie Hebdo attacker Saïd Kouachi, who spent 
time in Yemen and may have been trained 
by AQAP, some of them will return home 
to continue fighting.

How great is that risk? While the 
threat of terrorism in Europe and the 
U.S. remains statistically low (lightning 
bolts kill more Americans yearly than 
terrorists do), some experts fear that Paris 
is part of a dangerous trend. Like recent 
attacks in Boston, Brussels and Ottawa, 
the assaults in France involved Western-
based Islamist radicals, inspired but not 
necessarily directed by terrorist groups, 
hitting vulnerable targets for maximum 
attention. Though minor compared 
with 9/11, these attacks, says Kenneth 
Katzman, a longtime terrorism expert at 
the Congressional Research Service, “are 
less devastating but more frequent and 
more disruptive because they’re harder 
to defend against.”

Perhaps Paris is best seen as a bookend 
to the rise of ISIS last year. Together, the 
two realities show the gossamer folly be-
hind dreams of winding down the global 
war on terrorism. The West may be weary 
after the long wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, but that fatigue has no counterpart 
on the other side. In fact, the pace of violent 
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Unwelcome Thousands of marchers in Dresden 
criticize Chancellor Merkel for saying that 
“Islam belongs to Germany”
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disadvantaged suburbs—the banlieues 
défavorisées—of the capital, short on jobs 
and tempted by crime. At the mosque, Ben-
yettou felt that Kechat and other leaders of 
the congregation should be more vocal in 
their opposition to the U.S.-led war in Iraq.

“Farid considered that the preachers 
were not radical enough, so outside the 
mosque, he delivered his own sermons to 
the faithful,” says Myriam Benraad, a re-
searcher at the Paris Institute of Political 
Studies who has investigated Benyettou’s 
group. “This message was much more 
powerful than the message that Kechat 

was delivering in the mosque.” Though 
Benyettou failed to elbow the imam aside, 
he did attract about a dozen disciples, who 
gathered in Benyettou’s apartment or in 
the nearby park called Buttes- Chaumont. 
Similar splinter groups are common 
enough in the banlieues that they have their 
own name: les foyers, after the apartment- 
block entryways where Islamists can of-
ten be found preaching.

One of the young men who left the Adda-
wa mosque to follow Benyettou was Chérif 
Kouachi, then in his early 20s. Raised from 
an early age in foster care with his older 
brother, Chérif was adrift. His former law-
yer, Vincent Ollivier, was quoted describing 
Kouachi at the time as “a loser, a delivery 
boy in a cap who smoked pot and delivered 
pizzas to buy his drugs. A clueless kid who 
didn’t know what to do with his life and 
who, overnight, met people who gave him 
the impression he was important.” 

“That’s when Farid appeared on the 
scene,” says Benraad. “A janitor, he was 
part of the same profile”—young French 
Algerians struggling in dead-end lives—
“but already radicalized.” As Chérif him-
self put it in a 2005 documentary about 
radical Islamists that aired on the French 
television channel FR3: “Farid told me that 
the scriptures offered proof of the good-
ness of suicide attacks. It is written in the 
scriptures that it’s good to die a martyr.”

Initially, says Amel Boubekeur, a French 
sociologist who interviewed Benyettou 
and several of his followers, the members 
of Benyettou’s group “were known for be-
ing thugs. They had no legitimacy local-
ly,” and the effort to oust the imam came 
to nothing. But they were galvanized by 
the leaked photographs of prisoner abuse 
by U.S. soldiers at the Abu Ghraib prison 
outside Baghdad. “Traumatized by the pic-
tures of Abu Ghraib,” Benraad says, “they 
wanted to do something.”

In 2005, Chérif was arrested with an-
other man while about to board a plane 
to travel to Iraq by way of Syria, intent on 
waging jihad. Chérif was imprisoned on 
terrorism charges—a dangerous thing 
to do with a budding radical, because 
many European prisons have become vir-
tual graduate schools for jihadists. Inside 
the vast Fleury-Mérogis prison, Chérif 
and Amedy Coulibaly, the man recently 

NATIONALIST, POPULIST 
AND ANTI-IMMIGRANT 
PARTIES ARE ON THE RISE 
ACROSS EUROPE, FUELED 
IN PART BY THE FEEBLE 
ECONOMY—BUT ALSO BY 
ISLAMIST TERRORISM 
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airplane by detonating a bomb hidden in 
his underwear. Asked about the case, Saïd 
told the journalist that he had shared an 
apartment with the so-called underwear 
bomber as the two men studied the teach-
ings of al-Qaeda’s al-Awlaki.

How did these men, with so many well-
known ties to radical Islam, manage to 
travel back and forth between Paris and 
Middle East war zones, then arm them-
selves with Kalashnikov rifles and plot 
their apparently coordinated attacks? 
French authorities have cited limited gov-
ernment resources and the need to keep 
track of hundreds of French Muslims 
who are drawn to the insurgent cauldrons 
of Syria and Iraq. Others believe that the 
open-borders philosophy of the E.U. makes 
it too easy for terrorists to travel under the 
radar. What’s more, after the revelations of 
former NSA contractor Edward Snowden, 
terrorists are acutely aware of surveillance 
techniques. The Paris plotters quietly bided 
their time until overstretched authorities 
quit watching them.

Limited Options
so what’s to be done? the list of 

failed solutions seems to grow longer by 
the week. Large-scale military invasions: 
nope. Trillion-dollar nation-building ef-
forts: nope. Capturing, possibly torturing, 
even killing senior terrorist leaders: nope. 
Though many of these efforts continue to 
some degree, none of them have produced 
the results their authors intended. Parti-
sans will long argue over the blame, but 
the Western public has rendered its ver-
dict: no more fighting terrorists abroad to 
avoid fighting them at home, as the once 
popular saying went.

That leaves fighting them at home. 
In his harrowing speech on the growing 
threats in the West, Britain’s MI5 chief 
Parker urged governments and leading 
technology companies to renew their 
frayed partnerships despite public con-
troversy over privacy issues. He argued 
that intelligence services must continue 
to have broad backdoor access, constantly 
updated, to the world’s computer and tele-
communications networks—no matter the 
complaints of privacy advocates. “Changes 
in the technology that people are using to 
communicate are making it harder for the 
[intelligence] agencies to maintain the capa-
bility to intercept the communications of 
terrorists,” Parker said. “Wherever we lose 
visibility of what they are saying to each 

other, so our ability to understand and miti-
gate the threat that they pose is reduced.”

A Pew Research poll in 2014 found 
the European public solidly opposed to 
the surveillance program exposed by 
Snowden—70% were against it in Britain, 
with some other countries more than 80% 
opposed. Germany’s Chancellor Merkel 
has said simply that her nation “is not a 
surveillance state.” But Parker recounted 
that the first Syria-related terrorism con-
viction in Britain relied on prosecutors’ 
intercepting online communication with 
extremists overseas. “And this is not an 
isolated incident,” Parker said. “Almost all 
of MI5’s top-priority U.K. counterterror in-
vestigations have used intercept capabili-
ties in some form to identify, understand 
or disrupt plots.”

But technology alone is not enough. 
Authorities throughout Europe, alarmed 
by the rising number of radicalized Mus-
lims, are experimenting with a variety of 
strategies to identify and track—and per-
haps rehabilitate—jihadists before they 
decide to strike. Finland, for example, has 

accused of killing a French police officer 
and four more people at a kosher grocery 
in Paris, were inmates at the same time. 
They came under the spell of Djamel 
Beghal, an al-Qaeda-linked militant serv-
ing time for his role in a failed bombing 
plot. Chérif entered prison a goofy “loser,” 
according to press interviews with his 
lawyer, and came out a hardened radical.

It is an alarmingly common pattern. In 
a 2012 rampage in southern France, Mo-
hamed Merah killed three French soldiers 
before attacking a Jewish day school, where 
he murdered four people—including three 
children. Investigators believe he was 
radicalized while serving time for violent 
theft. Mehdi Nemmouche, who killed four 
people in a Jewish museum in Brussels last 
year, studied jihad in jail before traveling to 
Syria for finishing school. Nor is the prison 
problem unique to France. Richard Reid, 
who attempted to blow up an airplane with 
a shoe bomb in 2001, and Muktar Ibrahim, 
a key figure in a 2005 London bomb plot, 
became radicalized in British prisons. In 
Spain, Mohamed Achraf was doing time 
for credit-card fraud when he gathered a 
group of inmates to form a terrorist cell. 
Leaders of the massive 2004 attack on com-
muter trains in Madrid were schooled in 
violent jihad in Moroccan prisons.

In the wake of the Paris attacks, the 
French Justice Ministry played down the 
problem of prison radicalization, noting 
that more than 80% of the 152 prisoners 
currently serving time on terrorism-re-
lated charges in France were converted to 
jihad somewhere other than in prison. But 
leaked U.S. diplomatic cables from 2005 
cite a warning by French officials that 
prisons and banlieues were top recruitment 
zones for radical Islamists. The WikiLeaks 
cables also refer to a French intelligence 
report describing radicalized prisoners as 
“time bombs.” 

In 2010, Chérif Kouachi and Couliba-
ly were suspects in a plot with Beghal 
to engineer the escape of an imprisoned 
French-Algerian terrorist. Saïd Kouachi 
would soon embark on the road to terror-
ism, spending months from 2009 to 2011 
meeting with al-Qaeda trainers in Sana‘a, 
the capital of Yemen. A journalist there, 
Mohammed al-Kibsi, told the Associated 
Press that he met Saïd early in 2010 while 
Saïd played soccer with a group of chil-
dren. A Nigerian man, Umar Farouk Ab-
dulmutallab, had recently been arrested in 
Detroit after a failed attempt to destroy an 
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called the Anchor to combat growing Is-
lamist radicalism. Participants—who join 
voluntarily—receive counseling to address 
feelings of alienation, as well as remedial 
education and help in finding a job. Right 
now, only a few returning jihadists have 
joined the Anchor, but Finnish police ex-
pect that to change. By the middle of the 
year, they intend to add an exit program 
that will include moderate imams who can 
provide religious instruction designed to 
counter the radical indoctrination, while 
the Finnish intelligence agency quietly 
monitors each participant’s progress.

The program was inspired by a similar 
effort in Denmark. Authorities estimate 
that more than 110 Danes have fought on 
Syrian battlefields, and roughly half are 
back in Denmark. One of the hotbeds of 
Danish radicals is Aarhus, the nation’s 
second largest city. There, the East Jutland 
Police have been working since 2007 on 
an evolving program designed to prevent 
radicalization and violent extremism.

At the center of the program is Infohus 
(Information House), a contact point where 

Danes can make anonymous reports on in-
dividuals at risk of radicalization. Infohus 
then uses its network of parents, outreach 
workers, social workers, teachers and po-
lice to collect intelligence before authori-
ties make their first contact. Most of the 
cases Infohus looks into involve males be-
tween the ages of 15 and 25 who are either 
deeply concerned about events in the Mid-
dle East or socially awkward and searching 
for community. A small number are petty 
criminals who see jihad as bestowing a 
kind of street cred.

Then comes a tailored program: one-
on-one counseling, PTSD screening for 
returning fighters, advice on the risk of pros-
ecution under Danish antiterrorism law 
and detailed descriptions of the physical 
and psychological dangers of the jihadi life. 
Religious leaders intervene. Social agencies 
offer job training and housing assistance. 
Families are invited into support groups.

Since the program began, traffic 
from Denmark to the Syrian conflict has 
dropped dramatically. Thirty Danes made 
the trip in 2013, but only one did in 2014. 

“Just as there is no one profile of a foreign 
fighter, so is there no single appropriate re-
sponse when they return,” says Juha Saarin-
en, a researcher and partner at the Finnish 
Middle East Consulting Group. “We need to 
give authorities a range of tools.”

A range of tools—that is exactly what 
Western democracies require in the after-
math of Paris. Surveillance tools, financial 
tools, diplomatic tools, military tools, clan-
destine tools, education tools, self-defense 
tools. We have tried charging in, and we 
have tried backing away. Nothing is left 
but to reboot and keep searching for the 
strategy—or strategies—that will turn 
the tables.

And more than that, the West must find 
a way to match the radicals in patience. 
Call it cat-and-mouse, call it whack-a-mole, 
the war against jihadi violence is a struggle 
against an enemy that is highly creative 
in pursuit of destruction. Terrorists will 
adapt to each adaptation and find a zag 
for every Western zig. It is an exhausting 
prospect, but one the West must seize 
with fresh vigor, lest #jesuischarlie be-
come an epitaph. —with reporting by 

naina bajekal, jay newton-small and 

vivienne walt/paris, simon shuster/

dresden, lisa abend/helsinki, carla 

power/london, karl vick/new york 

and massimo calabresi and zeke j. 

miller/washington ■

seen the number of radicalized residents 
with connections to terrorist organiza-
tions rocket from a “few tens” in 2011 to 
more than 200 today, according to Antti 
Pelttari, director of the Finnish Security 
Intelligence Service. By some estimates, 
Finland has sent more foreign fighters to 
the Middle East, proportionally, than any 
other country in Europe.

Knowing, as Interior Minister Paivi 
Rasanen puts it, “that the probability of an 
attack has increased,” the Finns are adopt-
ing a carrot-and-stick approach to deal-
ing with homegrown radicals. A recently 
signed law makes it a crime to participate 
in terrorist training. Another measure be-
fore Parliament would give police access 
to all passenger records—air, railway and 
shipping. “Should we prevent the return of 
foreign fighters to Finland?” Rasanen asks. 
“Should we strip them of their passports? 
Is it possible to take away Finnish nation-
ality for dual citizens?”

At the same time, Finnish police 
working with government support have 
adapted a criminal-rehabilitation program 

The ideologue 
Extremist 
preacher Farid 
Benyettou, 
far left, in 
2004, inspired 
Charlie Hebdo 
attacker Chérif 
Kouachi 
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he did what Baptist pastors do far better 
than regular presidential candidates—tell 
his audience what it all means. Just a day 
earlier, Huckabee had taken the group on 
a tour of Auschwitz. The Holocaust, he 
explained, took place because the Nazis 
“systematically removed God from their 
culture and their society.” Then he pivoted 
to present-day sins an ocean away, where 
he believed a similar mistake had been 
made. “Fifty-five million murdered in our 
own country in the wombs of their moth-
ers,” he said of U.S. abortions. “The soul of 
America is in real trouble.” 

A few weeks later, on live television, he 
announced the end of his Fox show. “God 
hasn’t put me on earth just to have a good 
time or to make a good living,” he said. 
“But as we say in television, ‘Stay tuned.’” 

A Second Chance
even before huckabee jumped in, the 

GOP field was already shaping up like a 
schmaltzy made-for-TV movie, re-enacting 
the Republican nomination contests of 
yore. Yet another, younger Bush son, Jeb, 
began working donors in Connecticut. 
The two-time loser Mitt Romney hinted to 
his moneymen that the third time might 
be the charm. And the GOP’s favorite 
debate-stage gadfly, Ron Paul, passed the 
crown to his son Rand. Meanwhile, an im-
pressive, if predictable, passel of governors 
began hiring staff with little evidence that 
they knew how to distinguish themselves 
from one another.

Huckabee, in short, felt a welcoming 
tug. To understand his positioning in this 
latest overcrowded field, one must return 
to his first presidential campaign—a 

you could argue that mike huckabee 

began his second quest for the White 
House beneath a giant picture of half-
naked hedonists sprawling drunk in 
flower crowns while a Roman emperor 
prepares to burn Christians at the stake. 
The wall-size painting, Nero’s Torches,
hangs at the Krakow National Museum in 
Poland, and it was there, in mid-November, 
that Huckabee issued his call to America’s 
preachers to rejoin the political fray.

“We sometimes forget in America that 
our country is in the trouble it’s in not 
because we failed to elect the right poli-
ticians,” he told the carefully assembled 
group of about 100 pastors, including 20 
from Iowa, 22 from South Carolina and 
10 from New Hampshire and Nevada. “It’s 
because we have failed to present the right 
message from the pulpits of this land.” 

It will surprise few that Huckabee’s 
trip had been arranged by an evangelical 
political organizer, David Lane, who ini-
tially tried to recruit New Jersey Governor 
Chris Christie to lead the group as a sort 
of precampaign baptism. When Chris-
tie declined, Huckabee jumped at the 
chance. After losing in his bid for the Re-
publican nomination in 2008, Huckabee 
created a show on Fox News that gave him 
a Saturday-night audience of 1.3 million 
likely Republican-primary voters, wrote 
four books, carefully grew his base of Face-
book and email followers and launched a 
talk-radio commentary career, all while 
continuing to travel the country to sup-
port Republican candidates and meeting 
regularly with conservative pastors in off-
the-record settings.

Now, as his guests finished dinner, 

Photograph by Robyn Twomey

Encore in Iowa
Mike Huckabee 
never stopped 
running for 
President
BY MICHAEL SCHERER

motley, jury-rigged roller coaster that 
achieved one marvelous success before 
fizzling in catastrophe. With the actor 
Chuck Norris; a few top aides, including 
two of his three children; and hardly any 
money, the former governor of Arkansas 
won the Iowa caucuses in 2008 with more 
than 40,000 Republicans turning out to 
support him, more than any other candi-
date in recent memory. 

Some chalked that win up to religious 
voters, who still have a huge sway in the 
Iowa GOP. But when Pennsylvania Sena-
tor Rick Santorum tried to repeat Hucka-
bee’s formula four years later, playing the 
most God-fearing pol in a crowded field, he 
pulled fewer than 30,000 people to caucus 
in the same state.

The difference was Huckabee himself. 
One of the most talented retail politicians 
of his generation, he contained multitudes: 
part-time pastor, two-term governor, life-
long broadcaster, dedicated culture war-
rior, economic populist, health nut, class 
fighter and the second would-be President 
from a town called Hope. In Iowa he cam-
paigned as much against the economic elit-
ism of the Republican Party as anything 
else. His was an us-against-them fight. “The 
President ought to be aware that the people 
struggle,” he said in those final weeks, on 
a visit to Muscatine, Iowa, as he detailed 
his hardscrabble upbringing, citing as evi-
dence the scraping, pumice-laced Lava soap 
his family used to buy. “Heck, I was in col-
lege before I found out it wasn’t supposed to 
hurt to take a shower,” he would say.

When other candidates defended the 
economic record of then President George 
W. Bush, Huckabee pointed out that the 



Jeb Bush
After months of half-steps, 
Bush has leaped into meet-
ings with top donors on 
both coasts in recent weeks. 
The younger brother of 
George W. Bush even took 
a shot at Democratic front 
runner Hillary Clinton. 
“If someone wants to run a 
campaign about ’90s nostal-
gia, it’s not going to be very 
successful,” he said at one 
event, according to Hearst 
Connecticut Media. 

Mitt Romney
In the summer of 2014, 
the two-time candidate for 
President put the odds of 
his running a third time 
at one in a million. Now 
it looks as if Romney has 
won his own lottery. In the 
past few weeks he has told 
donors he is serious about 
running again and has be-
gun meeting with a team of 
veteran political operatives 
to talk about the messaging 
focus of a new campaign.

Pastor populist 
Former governor 

Huckabee is 
returning to 

Iowa and South 
Carolina 

middle class was already beginning to fail. 
“I am out to change the Republican Party,” 
he said in a final appearance on CBS’s Face 
the Nation. The millions that Mitt Romney 
spent to disqualify Huckabee through TV 
ads had less effect than his riposte, a verita-
ble blueprint for Barack Obama four years 
later: “People are looking for a presidential 
candidate who reminds them of the guy 
they work with rather than the guy who 
laid them off,” Huckabee joked.

Seven years later, the frustration and 
fear of economic insecurity has moved 
from the margins to dominate the politi-
cal debate. Former Florida governor Bush 
has begun to build his campaign on the al-
literative phrase Right to Rise, a reference 
to the failing American income ladder. 
Romney has started planning a third run, 
with the promise to focus more on lifting 
up those who are struggling.

“Many of the themes that I focused 
on in 2008 are more prevalent today than 
even then—themes that I was somewhat 

ridiculed for,” Huckabee explained to Time

on Jan. 12 as he prepared to return to Iowa 
and South Carolina to promote his new 
book, a culture- and class-war treatise 
called God, Guns, Grits and Gravy. “There 
were a lot of folks who thought that if they 
worked hard, put a few extra bucks back, 
they would be closer to making a climb a 
rung or two up the ladder. As it turned out, 
that hasn’t happened.”

Last time, the message could take him 
only so far. Huckabee’s failure to build a 
real campaign structure, and some stra-
tegic mistakes—competing in Michigan 
and staying positive in the nasty do-or-die 
state of South Carolina—relegated him to 
a close second place in the first Southern 
primary, a death knell for his tiny cam-
paign. “Once the momentum caught up 
with the lack of organization, we were 
done in,” says Ed Rollins, who worked on 
the 2008 Huckabee campaign. Rollins says 
Huckabee “doesn’t like the political class” 
and his fundraising was often too passive. 
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Chris Christie
The New Jersey governor 
used his annual state-of-
the-state address in Tren-
ton to reach out to voters 
elsewhere. “We need a 
New Jersey renewal, and 
we need an American 
renewal,” he said. In the 
same week, news leaked 
that he had recruited a top 
Republican fundraiser, 
Ray Washburne, to join his 
campaign.

Scott Walker
Just weeks after winning 
his third statewide election 
in five years, the Wisconsin 
governor is assembling a 
national campaign team. 
His first big hire is Rick 
Wiley, a former RNC 
political-committee op-
erative. Wiley, in turn, has 
been aggressively recruit-
ing staff for early-primary 
states like Iowa and New 
Hampshire. 
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Obama for not condemning Beyoncé’s ex-
plicit lyrics and repeatedly praises the re-
ality show Duck Dynasty. “Status is a Ford 
F-150 truck; luxury is a crawfish étouffée 
and slaw on your pulled-pork sandwich; 
and privilege is front-row seats at a Lynyrd 
Skynyrd concert,” he writes. No one ever 
said Huckabee couldn’t preach.

Such rhetoric works well for the rural 
Fox News and Republican-primary audi-
ence, but it is less certain to save the great 
unwashed who vote in a general election. 
His policy positions will also be an issue. 
He supports, for instance, scrapping the 
federal income tax and replacing it with 
a more regressive national sales tax of 
about 30%. His record of increasing taxes 
in Arkansas and his work to expand state 
health coverage for poor kids have long 
drawn the ire of fiscal conservatives. And 
his views on marriage—male and female 
bodies were designed by God, he writes, 
“to complement each other physically”—
have remained steadfast even as public 
opinion has shifted. In 2008, just 40% of 
the nation supported same-sex marriage. 
Today, according to Gallup, support has 
risen to 55%, including 78% of adults un-
der the age of 29.

Holy Ground
huck abee’s pastor tour of europe 

ended—where else?—at the Ronald Rea-
gan presidential library and museum in 
Simi Valley, Calif., north of Los Angeles, 
which is as close to holy ground as Re-
publican politics can boast. There, again, 
Huckabee dialed up the pastors-in-politics 
stuff. “We did have the discussion of what 
are we called to do as Christian leaders,” 
said Paul Goulet, the pastor of a Las Vegas 
megachurch, who met Huckabee for the 
first time on the trip.

Now the real test begins. In the coming 
months, he will have to find a way to beat 
back the younger aspirants for the social-
conservative crown, like Texas Senator Ted 
Cruz, Santorum and Louisiana Governor 
Bobby Jindal. But with a crowded field of 
Establishment candidates battling it out for 
approval in the Acela corridor, Huckabee’s 
supporters see a window. It’s a long shot, 
but it’s never been different for Huckabee.

Though he won’t announce a final 
decision about running for months, the 
former governor is already sounding like 
a candidate. Asked about the prospect of 
another Bush, Romney or Clinton leading 
their party’s ticket, he offers a quick re-
ply. “Well, there hasn’t been a Huckabee 
yet,” he laughs. “There is room for some 
new options.” ■

“As a preacher, he stood up there and made 
a great speech and passed the basket.” For 
much of the campaign, Huckabee didn’t 
even have a finance director, and his cam-
paign manager’s BlackBerry buzzed every 
time someone gave $100 online.

This time, Huckabee says he needs 
$50 million by the Iowa caucuses in Febru-
ary 2016 to mount a serious campaign. It’s 
an ambitious target for him, but his staff 
believes there are several deep-pocketed 
donors who will step forward to fund a su-
per PAC with unlimited donations for cam-
paign ads if he runs. “The super PAC has 
changed everything from 2008,” he says. 

Huckabee could also benefit from a 
rejiggered primary calendar. Whereas a 
loss in South Carolina was his downfall 
in 2008, the Deep South is likely to have 
a bigger say in the early nominating pro-
cess this time. Officials in five Southern 
states—Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Arkansas—are coordinating 
to hold a March 1 “SEC primary,” which 
will immediately follow those in the tra-
ditional early-voting states. Huckabee won 
four of those Southern states in 2008, even 
after losing South Carolina. “We play with 
the rules we have,” he now says. 

New Spin, Old Record 
like bill clinton nine years earlier, 

Michael Dale Huckabee was born in 
Hope, Ark., back when the town of 8,000 
was known mainly for trying to grow 
watermelons that weighed nearly 200 lb. 
His mom was a gas-company clerk and 
his dad a mechanic who moonlighted as a 
firefighter and warned his son not to look 
too far up the family tree. Huckabee grad-
uated from Ouchita Baptist University 
with a religion degree and spent decades 
as a Christian broadcaster and small-town 
pastor. Unlike Clinton, he seemingly nev-
er aspired to enter cosmopolitan society, 
even after leaving the Arkansas governor’s 
mansion. When he finally began earning 
big money with his Fox News contract in 
2009, he chose to build a $3 million beach 
house on the Florida panhandle, far from 
his Manhattan television gig, where he 
said he could always get good, cheap grits. 

Those cultural markers still form the 
core of his political identity. His newest 
book, even more than his previous 11, is 
a cultural jeremiad, flying the red-state  
backwoods flag with abandon. He divides 
the nation into “Bubba-ville” for the God-
fearing and “Bubble-ville” for the Wall 
Street bankers and liberal elites. He quotes 
country crooner Merle Haggard when de-
scribing his foreign policy views, criticizes 
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A CHANGE OF 
Inside the evangelical war over gay marriage B

SOCIETY



Photograph by Stephen Voss for TIME

Change cometh Matthew Vines, near left, and 
Brandan Robertson are nudging congregations 
to welcome homosexuals to evangelical churches 

F rom the outside, eastlake 

Community Church looks like 
a lot of other evangelical mega-
churches. It boasts 13 weekly 
services at six locations in the 

greater Seattle area; the head pastor is a 
bearded hipster; and the main campus 
is a warehouse turned sanctuary where 
greeters serve coffee, a tattooed band rocks 
out beneath colored lights and attendance 
swells whenever the Seahawks are not 
playing. On a rainy Sunday in early Janu-
ary, William Paul Young, the author of the 
evangelical best seller The Shack, is piped in 
via a pretaped video to preach about trust-
ing Jesus and a campus pastor prays to ask 
God to make their hearts open to change. 
It is almost enough to make you miss what 
is really going on at EastLake this winter: 
the congregation is quietly coming out 
as one of the first openly LGBT-affirming 
evangelical churches in the U.S.

Change has come to EastLake only 
gradually. For the past six months, the 
church has played a short welcome video 
at the start of every service that includes 
the line “Gay or straight here, there’s no 
hate here.” One of the pastors now sends 
a wedding gift on behalf of the church ev-
ery time she hears that gay congregants 
are getting married. The church’s first gay 
wedding took place last month. Pastor 
Ryan Meeks, 36, regularly preaches an un-
usual brand of evangelicalism that praises 
Jesus but steers clear of pro-America, pro-
gun and anti-gay rhetoric. A turning point 
came when he realized one of his staffers 
had been afraid to tell him she was dating 
a woman. “I refuse to go to a church where 
my friends who are gay are excluded from 
Communion or a marriage covenant or 
the beauty of Christian community,” he 
says. “It is a move of integrity for me—the 
message of Jesus was a message of wide 
inclusivity.”

EastLake’s pivot is a signal that change 
is coming to one of the last redoubts of 
opposition to gay marriage in America. 
Mainline Protestant denominations, in-
cluding Episcopalians and Presbyterians, 
routinely ordain gay ministers and mar-
ry gay couples. Methodist ministers are 
breaking rank to celebrate gay weddings. 
The overall public has favored gay mar-
riage for three years.

HEART
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But evangelical churches and their 
congregations typically remain opposed, 
though that opposition is weakening. Sup-
port for gay marriage across all age groups 
of white evangelicals has increased by dou-
ble digits over the past decade, according 
to the Public Religion Research Institute. 
Support among the oldest evangelicals 
grew from 1 in 20 in 2003 to 1 in 5 in 2014. 
But the fastest change can be found among 
younger evangelicals, whose support for 
gay marriage jumped from 20% in 2003 
to 42% in 2014. And that is a shift that is 
uprooting everything. “Historically the 
major changes in American religion have 
come from the margins,” Grant Wacker, 
a professor of Christian history at Duke 
Divinity School, explains. “Gradually 
those changes found a home in the main-
stream, where the process started over 
again, with new groups and new ideas.” 

A Youth-Led Revolution
every day, evangelical churches, or-

ganizations and families across the 
country are arriving at conservative 
Christianity’s newest crossroads. The fight 
over sexual orientation is personal and 
complicated, and it goes far deeper than 
mere court rulings for marriage equality. 
In many evangelical communities, the 
Bible itself is on trial. A new generation 
is rejecting the culture-warrior tone that 
gave evangelicals outsize political power 
during the past three decades. Evangelical 
baby boomers who matured at the height 
of the 1980s Christian-right movement 
are now 50-something parents whose 
children are often coming out or marry-
ing their same-sex partners. All this has 
forced a reconsideration—of a kind. 

It’s not surprising that EastLake is an 
early adopter. Seattle has a higher percent-
age of gay-couple households than San 
Francisco—1 in 17 couples living togeth-
er in the city is gay. Nearly all of Meeks’ 
30 staff members are under the age of 
35 and plugged in to cultural shifts. But 
theologically, it is daring. If evangelical-
ism is famous for anything, it is opposi-
tion to homosexuality. For Meeks, that’s 
all the more reason to take a stand. “We 
talk about it in D-Day terms,” he says. “So 
many other pastors are afraid, trying to 
figure the upside. Perhaps our contribu-
tion is to die to let others take the beach.”

The generational shift is easy to spot 
elsewhere. Consider the Reformation 
Project, a Wichita, Kans.–based effort by 

efforts remind me of my own Episcopal 
Church 30 years ago.”

But every step forward brings a back-
lash. When World Vision U.S., an evan-
gelical humanitarian organization based 
in Seattle, announced in March that it 
would recognize employees’ same-sex 
marriages, it lost more than 10,000 child 
sponsorships in 48 hours and promptly 
reversed its decision. When Dan Hasel-
tine, the lead vocalist of the widely popu-
lar Christian band Jars of Clay, tweeted in 
April, “I just don’t see a negative effect to 
allowing gay marriage. No societal break-
down, no war on traditional marriage,” 
the evangelical blogosphere went bal-
listic, forcing him to issue a clarification 
that he had “communicated poorly” and 
“unintentionally wrote that I did not care 
about what scripture said.” When Evan-
gelicals for Marriage Equality launched in 
September, three prominent evangelical 
magazines— Christianity Today, Relevant
and World—did not let the group buy ad-
vertising in their pages.

And even if individual congregations 
are taking the first steps toward putting 
out a welcome mat, national evangelical 

24-year-old gay evangelical activist Mat-
thew Vines to raise up LGBT-affirming 
voices in every evangelical church in the 
country. To reach that goal, he is train-
ing reformers in batches of 40 to 50 at re-
gional leadership workshops who can go 
back to their home churches and serve as 
advocates for LGBT inclusion. The Refor-
mation Project has staffers in three states, 
representatives in 25 more and plans for a 
presence in all 50 states by 2018.

At the group’s conference in Washing-
ton, D.C., in early November, some 300 
people came from some of the country’s 
largest megachurches, including McLean 
Bible in Virginia, Redeemer Presbyterian 
in New York City and North Point Minis-
tries in Atlanta. His funding has grown 
from $300,000 in 2014 to a projected 
$1.2 million in 2015, with help from fur-
niture mogul Mitchell Gold, a secular 
Jew who is working toward evangelical 
change. “The LGBT issue has been one of 
the most obvious forces behind the in-
creasing loss of regard for Christianity in 
American culture at large,” Vines says. “It’s 
like slavery and anti-Semitism, where the 
tradition got it totally wrong. It’s one of the 
church’s profound moral failures.”

Relationship building is crucial. 
Evangelicals for Marriage Equality, a 
group founded by two millennials in 
D.C., whose national spokesperson is a 
22-year-old named Brandan Robertson, is 
planning to take its message to Christian 
college campuses this year, encouraging 
evangelicals to support civil marriage if 
not church-sanctioned marriage. The Gay 
Christian Network’s Justin Lee, 37, hosted 
his 11th annual conference this month in 
Portland, Ore., and attendance swelled to 
1,400, double the size of last year’s. (Lee’s 
friendship with Alan Chambers, former 
president of the controversial Exodus 
International ministry, which claimed 
to cure gays of homosexuality, helped 
prompt Chambers to publicly apologize 
for the hurt Exodus had caused, and the 
group shut down. Now Lee and Cham-
bers have been working together with the 
Colossian Forum in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
to help evangelicals warm to the gay con-
versation.) “The increasing efforts by 
evangelicals, and especially a new breed 
of young activists, to re-examine their at-
titudes and beliefs about LGBT people is 
a welcome development,” says Gene Rob-
inson, the first openly gay and partnered 
bishop in the Episcopal Church. “Those 
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to train more than 1,300 evangelicals to 
double down against the “moral revolu-
tion” accepting homosexuality in Amer-
ica, Stanley joined SBC representatives to 
meet behind the scenes with Vines, Rob-
ertson, Lee and a handful of other LGBT 
evangelical advocates for an honest con-
versation about whether their theological 
support for—or opposition to—gay mar-
riage puts them outside the faith. It was 
revolutionary: in the past, even a conversa-
tion with the other side has been viewed as 
an unacceptable compromise.

What Is at Stake
for many evangelicals, the marriage 

debate isn’t really about marriage or fami-
lies or sex—it is about the Bible itself. And 
that makes many evangelicals all the 
more uncompromising. The roots of the 
conflict are deeply theological. Evangeli-
cal faith prizes the Bible’s authority, and 
that has meant a core commitment to bib-
lical inerrancy—the belief that the words 
of the Bible are without error. Genesis 
Chapter 1 says God created male and fe-
male for one another, and the Apostle Paul 
calls homosexuality a sin, inerrantists 
say, and for groups like the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and its 50,000 churches 
nationwide, that is the biblical trump 
card. It doesn’t matter if the views are out 
of step with society or other Christian tra-
ditions. “We believe even stranger things 
than that,” Russell Moore, president of the 
SBC’s Ethics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission, points out. “We believe a previ-
ously dead man is going to arrive in the 
sky on a horse.”

And there is another, just as funda-
mental, obstacle. So far no Christian tra-
dition has been able to embrace the LGBT 
community without first changing its 
views about women. The same reasoning 
that concludes that homosexuality is sin 
is also behind the traditional evangelical 
view that husbands are the spiritual lead-
ers of marriages and men are the leaders 
in church. It is one reason gay men have 
an easier time as evangelical reformers. 
Lesbians face the double whammy—an 
evangelical world where leadership has 
long revolved around straight men has 
twice the trouble hearing them because 
they are both female and gay. “It is not 
an accident that the women’s-liberation 
movement preceded the gay-liberation 
movement,” Robinson says. “Discrimi-
natory attitudes and treatment of LGBT 

denominations are typically far behind. 
Baptist pastor Danny Cortez of New Heart 
Community outside Los Angeles told his 
church in February that after thinking 
about it for 15 years, and after his son 
came out to him, he decided to become gay 
affirming. His congregation largely sup-
ported him, and the Southern Baptist Con-
vention kicked the church out of the fold 
last fall. (Cortez’s church now calls itself a 
third-way church, where leaders acknowl-
edge a range of views about sexuality.) 

Religious-minded colleges are particu-
larly cross-pressured—by definition, they 
are intended to nurture a new generation 
in an ancient biblical heritage. Illinois’s 
Wheaton College, Billy Graham’s alma 
mater, does not recognize alumni gay 
marriages, but this fall it hired a celibate 
lesbian to work in its chaplain’s office. 
Last spring, some 100 students protested 
when the school invited Rosaria Butter-
field, a former lesbian now married to a 
male pastor, to speak on campus. Jerry 
Falwell’s Liberty University hired an 
openly gay choreographer to assist with 
a campus production of Mary Poppins  last 
spring and then backtracked by saying he 

was an independent contractor, not an of-
ficial employee. Eastern Mennonite Uni-
versity engaged in a six-month “listening 
period” in 2014 to consider changing its 
prohibition on hiring gay, partnered fac-
ulty, but it decided to delay a final deci-
sion because, as the chair of the board of 
trustees said, “the church is currently 
engaged in extensive discernment over 
human sexuality.”

Much of the action is taking place be-
hind closed doors. Jim Daly, the president 
of the conservative evangelical ministry 
Focus on the Family, has been quietly 
working with LGBT activist Ted Trimpa 
and the Gill Foundation on topics like 
passing anti-human-trafficking legisla-
tion. Megachurch pastor Bill Hybels of 
Willow Creek Community Church out-
side Chicago has been meeting privately 
with LGBT attendees after services for 
the past year so they can understand one 
another better. Andy Stanley of Atlanta’s 
North Point Community Church spoke 
at a conference about how to love middle 
schoolers when they are in the process of 
coming out. And at the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s three-day October boot camp 
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mons, Catholics and evangelicals, as each 
is heavily missionizing and competes for 
followers. But common ground against 
gay marriage could bridge that divide. 
“The group differs on many points—
theological and political—but we agree 
that marriage matters,” Moore explains. 
“The colloquium started a conversation of 
groups on virtually every continent and 
virtually every religious tradition on how 
we can work together for the common 
good of marriage.”

It may help their cause that for many 
evangelical pastors, admitting support for 
gay marriage is often perceived as career 
or legacy ending. The risks are high, and 
rejection has real consequences. Seattle’s 
EastLake has lost 22% of its income and 
800 attendees in the past 18 months, and 
it anticipates that those numbers may 
continue to climb. “As I engage in private 
conversations with pastors across the 
country, many admit they have chosen to 
dig in their heels on homosexuality not 
as a result of careful study or reflection of 
the biblical text but out of fear,” explains 
Michael Kimpan, executive director of the 
Marin Foundation, a nonprofit that seeks 
to build links between LGBT and faith 
communities. He adds that some pas-

tors have a “fear that their congregation 
will split—as many have—and revenues 
in the form of tithes from conservative 
families will be lost, fear of being deemed 
heretical and losing their denominational 
affiliation and accreditation, and fear of 
losing their 401(k) as a result.”

All Change Is Local
the evangelical reformers know the 

fight is just beginning. Institutions as sto-
ried as the Southern Baptist Convention, 
much less the Catholic Church, take de-
cades to shift, when they move at all. Even 
at Vines’ Reformation Project conference, 
most of the panelists advocating change 
were not evangelical but from the main-
line Protestant traditions. But they are 
pressing ahead. Vines is planning his 2015 
training conference in Atlanta. Robertson 
is headed to Colorado Springs to meet with 
Focus on the Family leadership. EastLake’s 
Meeks is also planning an event in April, 
tentatively titled Sexuality, Inclusion 
and the Future of the Church and featur-
ing British minister Steve Chalke, whose 
organization was kicked out of the U.K.’s 
Evangelical Alliance last summer for sup-
porting the LGBT community.

Some of the most important change 
happens so locally, it is easy to miss. 
Twenty miles (32 km) south of EastLake, 
at Overlake Christian Church, Linda and 
Rob Robertson (no relation to Brandan), 
whose gay son died of complications after 
a drug overdose, now run a weekly Bible-
study group for about 40 LGBT adults in 
the Seattle area. Linda runs a private Face-
book group, Just Because They Breathe, 
for nearly 350 conservative evangelical 
moms of gay and lesbian children nation-
wide to reconcile their faith with their 
love for their children. The work is slow, 
she says, but important: she devotes her 
days to talking to mothers who feel they 
have to abandon their faith to love their 
child or who are afraid to voice their ques-
tions with their nonaffirming churches. 
The group has spawned two other private 
support groups, one for moms with trans-
gender kids and one for moms who have 
worked through the biblical questions 
and are ready to advocate for their child in 
their communities.

Right now, it is such steps that mat-
ter. “Every positive reforming movement 
in church history is first labeled heresy,” 
Meeks says. “Evangelicalism is way be-
hind on this. We have a debt to pay.” ■

people is rooted in patriarchy, and in order 
to embrace and affirm gays, evangelicals 
will have to address their own patriarchy 
and sexism, not just their condemnation 
of LGBT people.” 

Some evangelical leaders deny that a 
younger generation is shifting on mar-
riage. New activists, Moore believes, are 
often not truly evangelicals but revision-
ists who reject biblical authority. Others 
say the shift is real but temporary. “The 
snapshot of where millennials are now is 
not where they will be in five to 10 years,” 
says Tony Perkins, president of the Fam-
ily Research Council. “Almost every gen-
eration has more liberal views than their 
parents as they enter adulthood, but that is 
not always permanent. Once young adults 
marry, have children and buy a house, 
they adopt more conservative social and 
economic views.”

And as evangelicals can no longer 
count on American culture to support 
their one-man-one-woman sexual ethic, 
they are waging a more heated battle for 
religious liberty. As the gay-marriage 
wave begins to lap at the door of evan-
gelical churches, many evangelical legal 
thinkers have ramped up the argument 
that freedom of religion is constitution-
ally equal to freedom of speech. They are 
having some success: the Hobby Lobby 
Supreme Court victory last summer won 
religious exemptions from the Afford-
able Care Act, and the next big question is 
whether religious freedom will protect a 
faith group’s right to discriminate on the 
basis of sexual orientation. At the Values 
Voters Summit straw poll in Washington 
this past September, protecting religious 
liberty was attendees’ No. 1 concern, for 
the first time surpassing abortion.

Evangelicals are also turning to un-
usual partners to strengthen their re-
serves in the one-man-one-woman fight: 
the Vatican and the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. In mid-November, the 
Catholic Church’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith invited Moore, lead-
ing evangelical pastor Rick Warren and 
LDS president Henry Eyring to speak at 
a first-ever interfaith colloquium on the 
“Complementarity of Man and Woman,” 
an event to “propose anew the beauty of 
the relationship between the man and the 
woman.” Representatives from the Heri-
tage Foundation and the Family Research 
Council also participated. Skepticism 
historically runs deep between Mor-

A megapastor pivots Ryan Meeks’ EastLake 
Community Church near Seattle is one of the 
first evangelical megachurches to come out as 
openly inclusive and affirming 
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THE 
NEW FACES

OF BLACK 
LEADERSHIP

From the startups of Silicon Valley to the streets of Ferguson,
a new generation of black Americans is making a difference. 

Here are 12 to watch 

It would go against the 
code of all 20-somethings 
if a 25-year-old Daily Show 
correspondent, Wired
magazine cover star and 
all-around badass funny 
person were to say she con-
siders herself a leader. 

So when we asked Jessica 
Williams that question, 
she of course declined the 
honor. “I consider myself 
a student,” she responded. 
“I’m really into the idea of 
always learning and just al-
ways taking things in.” 

When the Los Angeles 
native joined the Daily 
Show cast three years ago 
as the show’s first black 
female correspondent, 
she was 22 and had 
just finished college at 
California State, Long 
Beach. Suddenly, she was 
working alongside Jon 
Stewart, John Oliver and 
Samantha Bee on the 
most distinctive comedy 
show of its era. 

Now, few days go by 
without the Internet 

NEICHELLE GUIDRY JONES 
Founder of Shepreaches, an online 
magazine that aims to support and 
inspire black millennial women in 
ministry, Guidry Jones, 30, is also 
an associate pastor at Chicago’s 
Trinity United Church of Christ.

AZARIAS REDA 
 Reda, 29, was born in Ethiopia 
and moved to the U.S. to attend 

college. In 2012 he earned a 
Ph.D. in computer science en-
gineering from the University of 

Michigan. Now he is a potentially 
pivotal player in U.S. politics, 

charged with improving the Re-
publican National Committee’s 
database of American voters. 

THE FUNNY GIRL 
JESSICA WILLIAMS | COMEDIAN AND DAILY SHOW CORRESPONDENT

could wear while in uni-
form, Williams took a 
white guy who just didn’t 
get it to spend the day in a 
black hair salon. To call out 
the catcalling she endures 
while walking a single city 
block, Williams found a 
new, 55-minute-long scenic 
route to work—one that lets 
her avoid the stares and jeers 
of “teenagers at the bodega, 
creepy guys playing domi-
noes, white guys, Latino 
guys, black guys and Middle 
Eastern guys”—and con-
vened a panel of women to 
talk about their experiences 
of street harassment.

The attention and suc-
cess have their pressures. 
“Being black and a woman, 
sometimes it feels like you 
have to be representative of 
your race,” says Williams. 
“But now that I’ve started 
to get to do things that are 
really new and different, it 
makes me really excited to 
be that. I love that I’m black 
and a woman more than 
ever.” —maya rhodan

buzzing about one of her 
sketches. When the Pen-
tagon announced changes 
to its grooming guidelines 
that would have limited 
the hairstyles black women 
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During the 15 years that 
former UCLA linebacker 
Ramogi Huma has fought 
for the rights of college ath-
letes, he’s listened to every 
type of sad tale: the kid who 
gets hurt, loses his athletic 
scholarship, fails to graduate 
and is stuck with the medi-
cal bills; the athlete facing 
NCAA persecution for tak-
ing some spare cash while 
his coach makes millions. 
“It’s hard, hearing how pow-
erless these players are,” 
says Huma, 37. “But it 
feeds my motivation. 
Because it doesn’t 
have to be this way.”

An athletic schol-
arship is still a very 
sweet deal. But for 
many college athletes, 
it’s no longer a just one. 
With colleges, coaches 
and TV networks making 
more and more money 
on the backs of football 
and basketball players, 
something close to a 
consensus has emerged: 
athletes deserve a little 
more to get by, at the 
very least.

Huma has played 
a key role in building 
public support and 
achieving historic 
gains for college ath-
letes. He helped recruit 
plaintiffs to a class ac-
tion originally filed by 
former UCLA basketball 
player Ed O’Bannon, 
who argued that men’s 
college basketball and 
football players should 

SHANI HILTON
As an executive editor at 

Buzzfeed, Hilton, 29, guides a 
growing news report that comple-
ments the social site’s lists and 

click bait. A former editor at 
NBC’s Washington affiliate, she’s 

devising a code of journalistic 
standards for the media upstart 
and has emerged as one of the 
industry’s leading voices on the 

issue of newsroom diversity. 

JON GOSIER 
A venture capitalist and se-
rial entrepreneur based in 

Philadelphia, Gosier, 33, starts 
and seeds companies with a 
focus on untapped markets. 
Much of his work has been in 
Africa, where he launched an 
open-source app that helps 

activists in repressive countries 
evade government censorship 

by swapping SIM cards. 

BRITTANY PACKNETT 
Every revolution needs leaders—
even those determined to remain 
leaderless. Packnett, a 30-year-
old St. Louis native, has been on 
the front lines in Ferguson, Mo., 
since the beginning, emerging as 

a vital link between protesters 
and politicians in the effort to 
translate tragedy into change. 
A member of the commission 
studying the forces that led to 

the shooting, she was appointed 
by the White House to serve on 
a national task force for police 

reform. “This is not a fly-by-
night movement,” the Teach for 
America executive says. “It isn’t 

going to go away.” 

THE ATHLETE ADVOCATE 
RAMOGI HUMA | CO-FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT, COLLEGE ATHLETES PLAYERS ASSOCIATION 

led the effort to unionize 
Northwestern University 
football players. A regional 
office of the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) 
ruled that players indeed 
function as school em-
ployees and deserve a seat 
at the bargaining table. 
(As of Jan. 14, the main 
NLRB office hadn’t ruled 
on Northwestern’s appeal.) 
A few months later, the 
NCAA board gave major 
conferences autonomy to 

offer players stipends. 
“None of this hap-
pens without 
Ramogi,” says Tim 

Waters, national 
political director of 
the United Steelwork-
ers union, which has 
helped fund Huma’s 
efforts. “Plain and 
simple.”

Huma, who grew 
up outside Los Ange-
les, never set out to 
become the Norma 

Rae of college jocks. 
But after the NCAA 

suspended a hungry 
teammate for a game 

because he accepted $150 
worth of groceries—even 

as the school sold his jer-
sey in the bookstore—the 
hypocrisy of college sports 
consumed him. His steady, 
nonconfrontational style 
has consistently won over 
opponents. “I can just feel 
we’re on the right side of 
the argument,” Huma says. 
“The right side of history.” 
—sean gregory

Huma’s dad hails 
from the same 
Kenyan tribe as 
Barack Obama’s 

father

be compensated for the 
use of their likenesses. The 
result: in August, a federal 
judge said schools could set 
up trusts for athletes. (The 
NCAA is appealing the de-
cision.) In early 2014, Huma 

TO READ MORE ABOUT THE NEW 
GENERATION OF BLACK LEADERS, 

GO TO time.com/leaders

Illustrations by Joel Kimmel for TIME

http://time.com/leaders


NATION | BLACK LEADERS

TRISTAN WALKER
Walker, 30, is a rare find in 

Silicon Valley, but he’s working 
hard to fix that. Walker and Co., 
the health-and-beauty-products 
company he heads up, is chang-
ing the way people of color find 

and consume personal-care 
products. His ultimate goal: to 
bring more diversity to Silicon 
Valley through Code2040, a 

nonprofit he helped launch to 
connect firms with black and 

Latino engineers.

JESSICA BYRD 
A 27-year-old Ohio native and 
Obama for America vet, Byrd 

is an operative for Emily’s List, 
for which she seeks volunteers 
to recruit and train women who 

otherwise wouldn’t consider 
running for public office. So far, 
over 150 activists have been 
trained in persuading notable, 
local women to think of them-

selves as candidates. 

PHILLIP AGNEW 
Agnew, 29, has been at the 

forefront of many of the major 
political and social movements 
of the past decade, from immi-
gration reform to voting-rights 

protection to ending police 
brutality. His activism in Fergu-
son landed him at a table with 
President Obama in late 2014, 

where—as he wrote in the 
Guardian—he and many others 
felt “empowered and powerless 

at the same time.” 

In 2014, Janet Mock pub-
lished Redefining Realness,
a raw account of her life as 
a young black transgender 
woman. “The best thing I 
can do is tell my story,” says 
the 31-year-old New Yorker. 
“I wrote this story because 
I had no examples.” Her 
memoir became a best sell-
er and made Mock an icon 
in the LGBT community. 

In her book, Mock re-
counts growing up poor 
and confused, with a father 
battling drug addiction 
and a body that betrayed 
how she felt. She spares few 
details about her transition 
or her dangerous forays 
into the sex trade. These 
stories are mixed with 
arguments about health 
care, school policy and ac-
ceptance. “Janet has been 
so crucial in changing the 
narrative,” says actor and 

activist Laverne Cox.
Mock’s latest creation 

is her own MSNBC web 
show, So Popular!, which 
focuses on pop culture. 
“When you see a trans per-
son on TV, they’re usually 
on TV talking about being 
trans,” she says. A former 
editor at People , Mock is 
also working to educate 
the black community 
about LGBT issues. When 
she spoke recently at Spel-
man College, the histori-
cally black women’s school 
in Atlanta, she says, she 
was the first openly trans-
gender person ever to set 
foot on the campus. Often 
her audiences “might not 
understand anything 
about what it means to be 
a trans person,” Mock says. 
“Black is not a monolith. 
We are a varied people.” 
—katy steinmetz

The 114th U.S. Congress is 
the most diverse on record, 
which is less impressive 
than it may sound. Of its 
535 lawmakers, just 19% are 
women, 8% are black and 
3% are Mormon. Mia Love 
is all three—and a conserva-
tive to boot. When she was 
sworn in on Jan. 6, the new 
Representative from Utah’s 
Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict became the first black 
Republican female in the 
history of the House.

This barrier-busting bi-
ography is a big reason why 
Love, 39, is considered one 
of the conservative move-
ment’s rising stars. At the 
Republican nominating 
convention in 2012, party 
leaders tapped the little-
known mayor of a small 
Salt Lake City suburb to de-
liver a coveted prime-time 

speech. Love, the daughter 
of Haitian immigrants, has 
been warmly embraced 
by a party eager to shed its 
image as a refuge for aging 
white men. A Paul Ryan 
acolyte, she wants to rein 
in spending, balance the 
budget and stop passing big 
bills marbled with pork. 

Love’s election may be 
a milestone, but she side-
steps the role of race in 
politics. She won’t com-
ment on the Ferguson 
protests and says she 
wants to serve in a way 
that unites the country 
rather than divides it. 
“People aren’t interest-
ed in electing someone 
based on their race or 
their gender,” she says. 
“We’re more interested 
in the principles.” 
—alex altman

THE POLITICIAN
MIA LOVE | U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM UTAH

THE ACTIVIST
JANET MOCK | AUTHOR AND JOURNALIST
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The Culture
‘YOU CAN’T FAKE IT, YOU CAN’T CAST IT, AND YOU CAN’T MAKE IT HAPPEN.’ PAGE 56

MOVIES

Bear Hugs 
In Paddington, out Jan. 16, 
the beloved children’s-book 
character gets a new look 
and voice courtesy of Ben 

Whishaw (otherwise known as 
the latest Bond films’ Q). 

MOVIES

Piece of Cake 
Jennifer Aniston, below, earned 
a Golden Globe nomination for 
her performance as a woman 
suffering from chronic pain in 

Cake, in theaters Jan. 23.

MUSIC

Funky Bunch 
Bruno Mars and producer Mark 

Ronson scored the first new 
No. 1 hit of 2015 with “Uptown 
Funk.” Ronson’s LP Uptown 

Special arrives Jan. 13.

THEATER

Stargazing 
Jake Gyllenhaal, right, makes 
his Broadway debut alongside 
Ruth Wilson (from Showtime’s 
The Affair) in Constellations,

a play about a relationship 
unfolding in parallel universes. 

At the Samuel J. Friedman 
Theatre through mid-March.

THE WEEK
THE SUNDANCE FILM 
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abbi jacobson has pineapple fingernails. 

That’s not a flowery description of her shade 
of yellow—each nail is actually decorated 
with a drawing of a pineapple the size of a 
housefly. We’re in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, on 
the set of Broad City’s upcoming second 
season, premiering Jan. 14 on Comedy 
Central, and Jacobson is explaining how she 
picks a different nail design for each episode. 
“I wanted something cool, so I thought—
pineapples! That’s cool.”

Her co-creator, co-star and partner in crime, 
Ilana Glazer, joins us with an invitation: “I 
gotta pee. Who’s gotta pee?”

That attitude—Pineapples! Let’s go with it. 
Peeing! Who’s in?—is what’s turned their effer-
vescent buddy comedy into a bona fide cult 
hit. On paper, it’s about girls hanging out in 
New York City. (Sound familiar?) But on-
screen, improv alums Jacobson and Glazer de-
liver what many comedies promise but few 
provide: genuine exuberance that’s laugh-out-
loud funny.

It’s a twist away from the cringe-comedy of 
HBO’s Girls or the neurotic musings of FX’s 
Louie, two shows to which Broad City is fre-
quently compared. In place of angst, Jacobson 
and Glazer traffic in lightness and whimsy. 
They play characters named after themselves: 
both young, broke millennials who smoke 
pot, work dead-end jobs and live with pathetic 
roommates. But they hyperbolize the normal 
humiliations of living in New York City in 
your 20s, vaulting tiny inconveniences to 
imaginative extremes. Retrieving a missed 
package requires a journey to an otherworldly 
hinterland; a search for a misplaced cable re-
mote leads to a stalker ex-flame’s basement; 

the price of a coveted concert ticket is worth 
stripping down to clean a diaper-wearing 
stranger’s apartment. 

“They perfectly nail so many horrific early-
20s experiences,” says Girls creator Lena Dun-
ham, a professed fan of Jacobson and Glazer’s. 
“They take the joke far, and then a step far-
ther, and refuse to give up until you’re laugh-
ing in a puddle of your own tears.”

Abbi and Ilana are less self-conscious than 
many women on TV, unbothered by pressure 
to achieve professional success or true love. 
But they’re much more fleshed out than the 
male characters on the show, who often be-
come hilarious caricatures. The revolting 
roommate, the hot neighbor dude, the lecher-
ous locksmith: in Broad City, it’s men who are 
reduced to one-dimensional exaggerations of 
themselves, not women. (Hannibal Buress’s 
character, Lincoln, is an exception.) Each epi-
sode is a small New York adventure, and Abbi 
and Ilana are the pioneers while the men are 
generally the obstacles they must overcome. 
That role reversal for men—from protagonist 
to prop—is a win for women.

But what really sets Broad City apart is the 
way the girls’ friendship trumps their rela-
tionships with men. Both Jacobson and Glazer 
actively reject the idea that women are com-
petitive with one another; Glazer calls it “fake 
and societal.” Saturday Night Live alumna Amy 
Poehler, who helped give them their big 
break, says she liked that “their story lines 
weren’t about ‘Does he like me?’ or ‘Why is 
she being such a bitch?’” Their rapport, on-
screen and off, is all about good cheer. “We 
love it being a fun ride,” Glazer says. To view-
ers, that feels nothing short of revolutionary.

Bright Lights, 
Broad City
Two comedians 
make friendship 
funny 
 By Charlotte Alter

Photograph by Elizabeth Renstrom for TIME



Girl code Glazer, 
left, and Jacobson 
mine their real-life 
camaraderie for 
comic gold on the 
Comedy Central 
hit Broad City
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Friends in High Places
it’s no wonder broad city has such

a friendly vibe, since it originated as a 
platonic love affair. Jacobson, 30, and 
Glazer, 27, met in 2007 in New York 
City while taking classes at the Upright 
Citizens Brigade (UCB) improv theater 
and—as the only two women in their 
independent practice group—quickly 
bonded. Jacobson, who was raised in a 
family of artists near Philadelphia, was 
fresh out of art school at the time. (Her 
character is an aspiring artist.) Glazer 
was still an undergrad at NYU but had 
a long background in comedy; she had 
been staging skits with her brother in 
Long Island since they were children. 
Both sets of parents supported their 
comedy endeavors but worried about 
cash flow. “They’re like, ‘Do you get 
paid?’ and I’m like, ‘No, actually you pay 
to do the improv,’” Jacobson said. 

In 2009 they began making short web 
videos about life in New York, which 
soon developed a following because of 
the characters’ compelling camaraderie. 
And though complicated friendships be-
tween women are in vogue on shows like 
Girls, Orange Is the New Black and Trans-
parent, Jacobson and Glazer have no pa-
tience for cattiness or fighting, which 
Glazer calls “so not fun.” 

“Their show has a nice emotional side,” 
says comedian Seth Rogen, who appears 
in the second season. “As crazy as the epi-
sodes are, it really is about friendship.”

Despite the growing web following, 
Broad City the web show was never 
lucrative—even after the TV show, 
many of the webisodes have fewer than 
100,000 views. While they made the web 
series, Glazer worked in social media at a 
“cosmeceutical company,” which sold 
what she describes as “fake medicine a 
doctor put his name on.” Jacobson 

worked at the retailer Anthropologie 
and handed out flyers for Equinox, an 
upscale gym, in exchange for a member-
ship. It served as the inspiration for the 
gym in the show, Soulstice.

“There were a lot of years when I was 
like, ‘This sucks. I hate my job. I hate ev-
erything I’m doing,’” Jacobson says. “But 
that’s where all my material comes from. 
All the floundering on the show is from 
actually floundering.” 

Their luck changed when the web vid-
eos caught the attention of Parks & Recre-
ation star Poehler, a co-founder of their 
improv school. Jacobson and Glazer ap-
proached her through a UCB teacher to 
see if she would appear in a webisode. “I 
joke that the reason I said yes is that the 
shoot was right around the corner from 
my house,” Poehler says, noting that she 
was already a fan because of the pair’s 
“authentic” dynamic: “You can’t fake it, 
you can’t cast it, and you can’t make it 
happen.” Jacobson says Poehler’s appear-
ance was “the biggest moment ever” and 
sparked momentum. Glazer quit her job.

After Poehler appeared in the webi-
sode, Jacobson and Glazer asked her to 
executive-produce their pilot. Poehler 
agreed. “We had chemistry right away,” 
Poehler says. “It was a good first date. And 
then I decided we should get married.”

Rising Stars
in january 2014, before broad city 
debuted on Comedy Central, UCB Los 
Angeles hosted a special preview screen-
ing of the show. Ten people showed up. In 
December, UCB hosted a “secret” 1 a.m. 
Broad City Live show. Fans waited up all 
night to get in. Likewise, every date on 
Jacobson and Glazer’s national stand-up 
comedy tour sold out, and their panel 
appearance in a 500-seat conference room 
at New York Comic-Con was packed to 
the gills. Officials said it was the most 
popular non-animated comedy draw at 
the annual pop-culture convention. 

After its debut, Broad City earned rapt 
critical acclaim; since then, it’s landed on 
multiple best-of lists and earned two Crit-
ics Choice Awards nominations, for Best 
Comedy and Best Actress in a Comedy for 
Glazer. The show is tied with Louie in Hit-
Fix’s Television Critics Poll for the Top 10 
TV shows of 2014, but Broad City has an 
average of 1.3 million viewers per epi-
sode, while Season 4 of Louie averaged just 
over 1 million—and Louie stars a veteran 
comic with a two-season head start.

Jacobson and Glazer are using their 
newfound fame to pay it forward. At one 
Broad City Live show at UCB in October, 
they let their friend Celeste Ballard 
screen her new web series Seriously Dis-
tracted for their audience. “They know 
they’re able to help people out,” Ballard 
says. “Maybe people are like, ‘Hey, check 
out this cool thing that the Broad City 
girls recommended.’” 

To them, the best thing about their 
success is that they’re in it together. Jacob-
son is running late to our brunch, and 
Glazer keeps looking over her shoulder 
like she’s lost her anchor. “This whole 
experience—I wouldn’t want it if it 
weren’t with Abbi right now,” she says. “I 
would not want to do this alone.” ■

‘Their show has a nice 
emotional side. As 
crazy as the episodes 
are, it really is about 
friendship.’ 
—seth rogen

Guest friends. The famous fans slated to appear on Broad City’s upcoming season

KELLY RIPA

The host of Live! With 
Kelly and Michael said 

Abbi and Ilana “stole my 
heart” while filming

SETH ROGEN

The writer, director and 
star of The Interview says 
he first heard of the show 

through Amy Poehler

AIDY BRYANT

The Saturday Night Live
regular appears on the 

show as an acquaintance 
of Abbi and Ilana’s

BOB BALABAN

The veteran character 
actor appears after roles 
in Amazon’s Alpha House 

and HBO’s Girls

PATRICIA CLARKSON

The Parks & Rec alum 
plays an eccentric dinner-

party host in the new 
season
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the motion picture academy devotes 

a few of its Oscars to worthy candidates 
in the sorts of films—documentaries, 
foreign-language and animated features, 
live-action shorts—that get overlooked 
in the main prize giving. In fairness, the 
Academy ought to establish one more cat-
egory for a genre that pulls a lot of freight 
but gets little respect: the fantasy action 
movie. Pictures like Guardians of the Gal-
axy, Captain America: The Winter Soldier 
and (I’m not ashamed to say it) Lucy not 
only earn enough cash to subsidize all 
the other pictures Hollywood makes, 
but they also parade the technical dazzle 
and muscular storytelling that are the 
hallmarks of American moviemaking at 
its current robust, populist best.

A special Oscar for fantasy films—call 

The Pleasures and Perils of Biopics 
True-life dramas: must be Oscar time
By Richard Corliss

it the Affirmative Action Prize—won’t 
happen, because the Academy sees awards 
season as a time to favor another genre it 
ignores during the rest of its commercial 
calendar: the stately biographical drama, 
or biopic. Film historians and regular 
moviegoers may revere such leaps of the 
cinematic imagination as 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, Star Wars, Blade Runner and 
Avatar, but none of those took the Best 
Picture Oscar; no science-fiction film ever 
has. In 1983, the voters chose Richard 
Attenborough’s stodgy Gandhi, not Steven 
Spielberg’s soaring E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. 
Last year they preferred 12 Years a Slave to 
Gravity—an excellent movie over a 
breathtakingly spectacular one. 

Of the nine films nominated last year 
for Best Picture, six were in some way 

Movies

biopics: 12 Years a Slave plus American 
Hustle, Captain Phillips, Dallas Buyers Club,
Philomena and The Wolf of Wall Street. This 
year’s contenders for the Best Picture 
nominations announced on Jan. 15 (you 
know who was named; at press time I 
didn’t) include American Sniper, Foxcatcher, 
The Imitation Game, The Theory of Every-
thing, Selma and maybe Unbroken. Anoth-
er biopic, Wild, features an awards-laden 
performance by Reese Witherspoon.

The reasons for biopic proliferation are 
simple. Hollywood occasionally wants to 
pay tribute to genuine heroes, like Unbro-
ken’s Louis Zamperini, survivor of incred-
ible but true tortures in the Pacific War. 
Such movies allow the industry to feel it 
makes a difference, not just a bundle, and 
producing elevated historical epics is the 
moguls’ way of giving at the office. 

This impulse isn’t only altruistic; bio-
pics can do well by doing good. Tilting 
the Oscar system toward real-life dramas 
reaps months of free publicity that often 
translate into box-office lucre. Over the 

AMERICAN SNIPER 
Cooper as lethal Navy SEAL 

sharpshooter Chris Kyle

SELMA
Oyelowo as civil rights activist 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

UNBROKEN
O’Connell as World War II 

hero Louis Zamperini

WILD
Witherspoon as hiker-

memoirist Cheryl Strayed

Illustration by Katy Lemay for TIME



The Culture

past few years, biopics have paid off in 
statuettes for Best Picture (The King’s 
Speech, Argo, 12 Years a Slave), Best Actor 
(Sean Penn for Milk, Colin Firth for The 
King’s Speech, Daniel Day-Lewis for 
Lincoln, Matthew McConaughey for Dal-
las Buyers Club) and Best Actress (Helen 
Mirren for The Queen, Marion Cotillard 
for La Vie en Rose, Sandra Bullock for The 
Blind Side, Meryl Streep for The Iron Lady). 
Making biopics, the movie elite feel like 
decent citizens; then they give them-
selves prizes. One hand shakes the other. 

The announcement of Oscar nominees, 
following the televised Golden Globe 
awards by a few days, cues the flush of the 
awards season. That’s why so many seri-
ous films open in limited release in No-
vember and December, then go wide in 
January. Moviegoers can check out final-
ists in the major categories—perhaps as 
research to fill out Oscar ballots, or just to 
know what movies will stoke water-
cooler debate. And when a wide swatch of 
the eligible films are biopics, wading 

through the films can seem like home-
work: cramming for a history final.

Not for every filmgoer. Not for me. I 
like all kinds of movies, including biogra-
phies. On my Best Performances list, I 
happily honored Benedict Cumberbatch 
as Alan Turing in The Imitation Game, Da-
vid Oyelowo as Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Selma, Jack O’Connell as Zamperini in 
Unbroken and Chadwick Boseman as 
James Brown in the sadly ignored Get On 
Up. The Oscar drumbeat for biopics, and 
other films that audiences might have 
skipped, does the critic’s job of expanding 
the range of films that must be seen.

But as Oscar-wannabe biopics flour-
ished, they congealed into a genre, with 
narrative tropes as predictable as the gun-
fight in a Western, the breakup and 
makeup in a bromance. A man (or, rarely, 
a woman) latches on to some goal of 
achievement or endurance and over-
comes hardships to see it realized. Yes, 
that could be the outline of almost any 
movie, from The Godfather to Gravity. The 
difference in biopics is that the ending is 
already known to anyone with historical 
memory or access to Wikipedia. When 
the resolution is familiar, the suspense 
must come in the details: showing how 
the hero of American Sniper bore the bur-
den of his expertise at killing, how the 
heroine of Wild survived her demons. 

Often one biopic will seem a remake of 
another: Selma, which details King’s bat-
tle for passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, comes just two years after Lincoln, 
about the President’s battle for passage of 
the 13th Amendment in 1865. This year 
we have a pair of conjoined twins in The 
Theory of Everything and The Imitation 
Game, both about Cambridge geniuses 
whose monumental accomplishments 
(enlarging man’s knowledge of the uni-
verse or solving Germany’s World War II 
Enigma Code) came despite hardships 
(Hawking’s motor neuron disease, Tur-
ing’s secret gayness at a time when homo-
sexual acts were illegal in Britain). 

Both of those films follow the template 
of the 2011 Oscar winner for Best Picture, 
The King’s Speech, in which George VI 
overcomes a dreadful stammer to be able 
to rally his people against Nazi Germany; 
The Imitation Game includes a snippet of 
that famous radio declaration. Snugly fit-

ting the contours of an intimate epic, The 
King’s Speech fulfilled the dreams of any 
biopicturist—in this case the Weinstein 
Co.’s master showman Harvey Wein-
stein. Made for a thrifty $15 million, the 
film parlayed its 12 Oscar nominations, 
and eventually four wins, into a world-
wide box office of $414 million. 

The story behind The King’s Speech also 
had the advantage of not being widely 
known, at least to American audiences and 
critics. When a movie dramatizes impor-
tant events in recent U.S. history, the luster 
it accrues from its subject can be muddied 
by the contrary recollections of partici-
pants and historians. Zero Dark Thirty, the 
fact-based tale of a CIA officer’s hunt for 
Osama bin Laden, fell aground on its hint 
that the torture of terrorist suspects may 
have led to significant evidence. This year 
Selma has taken a hit from Lyndon Johnson 
loyalists who argue that the President was 
King’s champion in the Voting Rights cam-
paign, not his challenger. If this first big-
screen King biography fails in its quest for 
Best Picture, director Ava DuVernay could 
finger the fact-checkers and nitpickers.

Other critics have noted that the real 
Chris Kyle, the Navy SEAL who registered 
at least 160 kills of insurgent suspects in 
his four tours of Iraq, filled his auto-
biography with far more rambunctious 
escapades than those of the Kyle played by 
Bradley Cooper in Clint Eastwood’s film. 
That suggests another danger in biopics: 
the tendency to establish a character’s im-
portance by simplifying his personality, 
ironing out the ironies and excising the 
flaws. Selma raises the specter of King’s 
adultery, but only as slurs. The great man’s 
balancing act of his sacred mission with 
his sexual appetites would make a fasci-
nating drama—in a different movie.

Writing history with cinematic light-
ning is an exemplary goal. But it doesn’t 
address the oldest, most creative movie 
urge: to make up a story and make the au-
dience believe in it. That’s the triumph of 
three other notable films—Boyhood, Bird-
man and The Grand Budapest Hotel—which 
existed only in the heads of Richard Lin-
klater, Alejandro G. Iñárritu and Wes An-
derson until they burst to life onscreen. 
Perhaps none of them will win a Best Pic-
ture Oscar, but all will have made some-
thing more lasting: movie history. ■

THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING
Eddie Redmayne and Felicity Jones 

as Stephen and Jane Hawking
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in 1998, pope john paul ii opened the secret archives

of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith—better 
known to you as the Inquisition—to outside research-
ers. The following year, German historian Hubert Wolf 
found something that, as they say on the Internet, will 
blow your mind. Wolf tells of his discovery in The Nuns of 
Sant’Ambrogio, first published in 2013 in German and now 
available in English in a translation by Ruth Martin.

What Wolf found was the paper trail of an investiga-
tion into a troubled Roman convent. It began in 1859 
when a German princess, Katharina von Hohenzollern-
Sigmaringen, fled the convent of Sant’Ambrogio in a 
panic, claiming that she was being poisoned. She made 
a string of accusations, most directed at the convent’s ex-
travagantly beautiful 27-year-old novice mistress, Maria 
Luisa, who was widely believed to be blessed with divine 
ecstasies and visions, and capable of healing the sick. Even 
the princess testified that Maria Luisa was powerfully 
charismatic: “She has a very pleasant physiognomy and an 
almost irresistible charm which, however, is rather more 
like that of a worldly person than of a virgin dedicated to 
God.” The nuns considered Maria Luisa to be a living saint. 

The Inquisition usually plays the villain in these stories, 
but the judge here calmly and efficiently questioned wit-
nesses and weighed evidence. What he uncovered was far 
stranger than the worship of a false saint. The nuns were 
locked in with a monster: their novice mistress was ad-
dicted to power, utterly ruthless and sexually omnivorous.

Maria Luisa was having an affair with a Jesuit priest; 
to cover their trysts she produced miraculous letters from 
Jesus and the Virgin Mary that insisted the lovers spend 
time in private spiritual counseling. She also made play-
things of whatever young nuns caught her eye, under the 
guise of some truly imaginative and extremely explicit di-
vine injunctions. “She told me that the gifts and blessings 
that she had received from the Lord would be transferred 
to me when I touched her private parts with my hands,” 
one nun testified, “and she then repeated the same actions 
on my body.” If she took things too far, Maria Luisa would 
just say later that it was the devil in her form.

If the story stopped there, Maria Luisa might come off 
as a sexual abuser, of which the church already has plenty. 
But when Maria Luisa felt threatened by a rival or possible 
exposure, she turned to murder. Her modus operandi was 
poison: she used anything toxic she could lay her hands 
on, including opium and ground glass.

Wolf is more scholar than writer: he lays out the facts 
lucidly and precisely, but stiffly and with no particular 

The Lying Nun. Vatican 
papers reveal the sexual 
liberation of a false saint
By Lev Grossman

narrative flair. In places, one wonders 
what would have happened if, say, Laura 
Hillenbrand had stumbled on those pa-
pers instead of Wolf. But even in its pres-
ent form, the case history has a mesmeric 
power, elevated from being merely lurid in 
that even though Maria Luisa was a likely 
sociopath, she was also a ferocious enemy 
of a patriarchal institution that denied 
power to women and pleasure to the body. 
She fought to obtain both and, for a while, 
succeeded. For the worst possible reasons, 
in the worst possible way, she made of her 
stone convent a fortress inside which she 
was a sexually free living goddess.

It didn’t last. The fortress fell, the 
novice mistress was convicted, the 
convent was shut down, and all records 
of Sant’Ambrogio were suppressed or 
expunged. Maria Luisa died a broken 
woman. Her Jesuit lover was also convict-
ed, but he served only a token sentence 
and went on to a distinguished career as 
a theologian, praised by Popes as a key 
shaper of church doctrine, including the 
dogma of papal infallibility. The goddess 
paid for her crimes, but the patriarchy 
takes care of its own. ■

Books
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INQUISITION

Wolf, top, 
writes that the 
Sant’Ambrogio 

papers he 
discovered had 

been either 
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deliberately hidden 
in an unlikely 
location in the 
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the year’s hottest energy drink

contains neither caffeine nor kale. 
Instead, people looking for an edge are 
firing up their stockpots for a ladle of 
bone broth: water and animal bones 
simmered together for hours into 
a cartilage-spiked stock. Of course, 
bone broth is hardly new. Your grand-
mother made it, good restaurants have 
a pot going at all times, and it has long 
been a pillar of the caveman-obsessed 
paleo diet. But lately, bone broth has 
gone mainstream, heralded for its 
purported (but as yet unproven) heal-
ing powers.

“It’s really exciting to me that some-
thing traditional cooks have always 
done is now coming to the forefront 
as a nutritional component of a diet,” 
says Sally Fallon Morell, a co-author of 
the 2014 book Nourishing Broth. Morell 
grew up hearing that broth gave you 
beautiful skin—and now she says she 
understands why. Broth is a vehicle 
for the bones’ cartilage strands, col-
lagen and amino acids, she says, all of 
which may proffer beauty and health 
benefits if it is eaten regularly. 

There’s little research on the health 
benefits of bone broth, but that doesn’t 
seem to be deterring its fans—a few 
doctors among them—who insist that 
the gelatin-rich broth can help allevi-
ate joint pain, dry skin and even long-
standing stomach woes.

And with or without reams of 
research, people are lining up for the 
stuff—literally, in the case of Brodo, a 
new bone-broth boutique in New York 
City that has some people trading 
their morning lattes for cups of bone 
juice to go.

If you want to give it a shot, keep 
the bones next time you roast a chick-
en (or a pig, lamb or cow). Try this 
recipe from Brodo’s owner and chef, 
Marco Canora, adapted from his new 
cookbook, A Good Food Day. ■ 

Bone Soup. Traditional 
broths are back—and 
trendier than ever
By Mandy Oaklander

Taste

CHICKEN BROTH
(Makes 21⁄2 quarts) 

2 lb. chicken bones 
4 lb. drumsticks 
2 small onions, peeled 
and quartered
4 carrots, cut into 1-in. 
pieces 
4 celery stalks, cut into 
1-in. pieces 
1⁄2 bunch parsley 
1 (12 oz.) can whole 
tomatoes, drained 
1 tsp. black peppercorns
2 bay leaves 

1. In an 8-qt. pot, 
combine bones and 
drumsticks. Run cold 
water over chicken to 
rinse. Drain water and 
lightly pack chicken in 
pot. Cover by 4 in. with 
cold water and set over 
medium-high heat. 

2. When liquid boils 
(45 min.), reduce the heat 
to medium and move the 
pot so it is not centered 
over the burner but off to 
one side. Use a ladle to 
skim and discard any fat 
and foam on the surface. 
Simmer about 1 hr., until 
the broth is clear.

3. Add all other ingre-
dients and simmer an 
additional 2 hr. Use a 
spider skimmer to re-
move any large pieces of 
meat. Remove all solids 
by pouring broth through 
a fine-mesh strainer. 
Discard solids and cool 
broth before storing.

LIQUID GOLD 
Health nuts swear by 
this bone-based tonic

Photograph by Grant Cornett for TIME
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MAKE A DATE The late Japanese artist On Kawara 
never had a problem accounting for time; his art often 
consisted entirely of the date it was created. His Today
series—one part of which is seen below with its stor-
age box—is among his works on display at New York 
City’s Guggenheim Museum from Feb. 6 to May 13.

QUICK TALK

Viola Davis
In addition to leading ABC’s How 
to Get Away With Murder (which 
returns Jan. 29), the 49-year-old 
actress stars in the cybercrime 
thriller Blackhat, hitting theaters 
Jan. 16. —nolan feeney

How did starring in a hacker movie 
inform your response to the Sony 
leaks? I was not surprised! I knew 
how vulnerable we are to cyber-
attacks. I’m so careful with what 
I put out there on Facebook and 
my emails. Do you have a secret 
Facebook account? No, I just have 
one. I’m not that sophisticated! 
I should probably have a secret 
name when I check into hotels. 
You play a lawyer on How to Get 
Away With Murder. What’s the most 
surprising thing you’ve learned 
about law? That it’s not just 
black and white and right 
or wrong. The law is very, 
very, very gray. So could 
you get away with murder?
Definitely not. I’m a person 
who, if I find $5 on the street, 
I’m going to run around for 
the next 20 minutes trying 
to find the person who owns 
the $5—and I’ll keep it for the 
next two years to see if anyone 
shows up to claim it. Plus, I 
have a horrific poker face. How 
to Get Away With Murder is one 
of the most racially diverse—and 
popular—shows on network TV. 
Have we finally reached a tipping 
point? I hope so. America’s chang-
ing. Art needs to begin to reflect life. 
It’s not just black actors or black-
themed story lines—it’s human-
being story lines with people of 
color in them. I think [that kind of 
TV] is here to stay.

ON MY 
RADAR

Snapped

“It’s a show 
that profiles 
female killers. 
That fascinates 
me.”

VERBATIM

IGGY AZALEA, rapper, suggesting that people who 
criticize her for appropriating black hip-hop 

culture are sexist

THE DIGITS

$1,119.99 Cost of the revamped Walkman (the ZX2), 
which Sony says will offer a clarity of sound 
that rivals that of master studio recordings 
and store roughly 1,700 songs. It goes on 

sale this spring.

Pop Chart

More than 
2,000 classic
MS-DOS
games, includ-
ing Oregon 
Trail and Prince 
of Persia, are 
now available 
free online at 
archive.org.

A French start-
up developed 
a new “smart
belt” that will
automatically
loosen after 
you’ve eaten 
too much. It’s 
called Belty.

Astrophysicist 
Neil deGrasse 
Tyson will host 
National Geo-
graphic’s first
late-night talk
show, Star Talk, 
set to premiere 
in April.

Beyoncé and 
Jay Z celebrated 
Blue Ivy’s third
birthday with—
what else?—
rainbow cake 
and a Frozen-
themed party.

“

LOVE 
IT

T YSON: GET T Y IMAGES; MAY 20, 1981, WEDNESDAY, NEW YORK: ON K AWARA — DAVID ZWIRNER; E X MACHINA: A24; 

CUMBERBATCH, A ZALE A: GET T Y IMAGES; FORBIDDEN FOODS: GET T Y IMAGES (5);  DAV IS: AMANDA EDWARDS — GET T Y IMAGES

http://archive.org


The Culture

OH, THE HUMANITY What happens when artificial intelligence gets too intelligent? That’s the premise of the sci-fi 
thriller Ex Machina—a buzzy British film opening stateside on April 10—in which a young programmer, Caleb 
(Domhnall Gleeson), spends a week evaluating Ava (Alicia Vikander), a lifelike robot, above, who becomes all too 
aware of her identity and the experiment.

ROUNDUP

Forbidden Foods
Californians recently broke into both celebration and protest when a judge overturned the 
state’s ban on foie gras, which took effect in 2012. (The controversial delicacy—made 
from the liver of a force-fed duck or goose—was also briefly banned in Chicago.) But foie 
gras isn’t the first snack to get slapped with a U.S. consumption penalty.

A photo-
based social-
networking
site created a
“belfie stick”
to help people 
take photos 
of their own 
backsides.

Singer Sia 
released a 
music video 
starring 
a 12-year-old
girl ... danc-
ing opposite 
28-year-old Shia 
LaBeouf. Sia 
later apologized 
for its sexual 
overtones.

U.S. tempera-
tures dipped so 
low that many 
public foun-
tains froze com-
pletely—even 
in the South.

Ellen 
DeGeneres’ 
baby-name 
ideas for Bene-
dict Cumber-
batch include 
Harpsichord and 
Glockenspiel.

FOR TIME’S COMPLETE 
TV, FILM AND MUSIC 

COVERAGE, VISIT 
time.com/

entertainment

HAGGIS
The U.S. 

Department 
of Agriculture 

prohibits 
Americans from 

eating the authen-
tic Scottish dish 

because it contains 
sheep lungs, which 
legally “shall not be 
saved for use as 

human food.”

FLAMIN’ HOT 
CHEETOS

Several school dis-
tricts in California, 
Illinois and New 
Mexico banned 

the snack in 2012 
for its fat and 

sodium content. 
Presumably, rule 

breakers get 
caught red-handed.

MARGARINE
Don’t mess 

with Big Dairy. 
Wisconsin law 

prohibits schools, 
prisons and 

restaurants from 
serving the butter 
substitute unless 

diners request it by 
name. 

FRIED CHICKEN
As part of a stunt 
ordinance passed 
to court poultry en-
thusiasts, diners in 
Gainesville, Ga., are 
not allowed to eat 

fried chicken ... with 
anything but their 
hands. A 91-year-

old was even mock-
arrested for using a 

fork in 2009.

WATERMELON
Yep, that’s right: 

Beech Grove, Ind., 
has banned eating 
watermelon—in 
public parks, at 
least. The ordi-

nance was enacted 
because tossed 

rinds were punctur-
ing city garbage 

bags. 

LEAVE IT

By Eric Dodds, Nolan Feeney, Samantha Grossman and Laura Stampler

http://time.com/entertainment
http://time.com/entertainment
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What Happened to Anticipation?

mary is not going to make me start. And 
the third reason is the people I gave birth 
to. Bingeing on a show, you see, requires a 
gigantic time commitment, which is im-
possible for me since whenever I sit down 
to watch TV, a telepathic signal alerts the 
rest of the household that Mom is relaxing
and before I can even pick up the remote, 
some child is demanding to be fed, paid 
his allowance or driven to GameStop. 

The last reason is James Taylor. Every 
year at this time, I remember these lyrics 
from his song “Secret O’ Life”: “The secret 
of life is enjoying the passage of time.” 

But when you are binge-watching Orange 
Is the New Black, you don’t notice the pas-
sage of time until the credits roll on the 
final episode and you’ve lost all feeling 
in your legs. Then you have two choices: 
you can resume your (sadder, not nearly 
as exciting) real life, or you can start over, 
which is why my 16-year-old son is now 
on his third viewing of every episode ever 
made (208, for the record) of How I Met 
Your Mother. And no, this doesn’t get in 
the way of schoolwork one single bit.

What ever happened to anticipation? 
(James, Carly: Weigh in here.) If the mil-
lions of people who listened to the Serial
podcast last year taught us anything, it 
is that there are some appointment pro-
grams that are actually worth waiting 
for. Such as—middle-class cliché alert!—
Downton Abbey. Besides a cup of coffee 
to start the morning and a glass of wine 

what do stanford uni-

versity, marshmallows, 
Scandal and your BMI have 
in common? So much more 
than you can imagine.

One of my biggest regrets about 2014 
is that I did not try harder to prove to my 
fellow man that people who fail to binge-
watch Scandal are actually interesting hu-
man beings who do in fact participate in 
the culture, albeit in their own stunted, 
old-school way. 

Am I feeling defensive? Maybe a bit. 
But it’s becoming more and more dif-
ficult to explain that I don’t 
binge-watch television: not
Homeland, not Girls, not House 
of Cards. I did enjoy one short 
phase of binge-watching Ar-
rested Development some years 
ago, until my son told his fifth-
grade teacher that it was his 
favorite show. She was aghast, 
and thus ended that little era of 
wholesome family fun in my 
household.

Now that it’s January, a 
new TV season is upon us and 
bingeing is on everybody’s 
mind. Either you binge-ate over the holi-
days or you are about to binge-watch a 
favorite series now that you’ve finished 
eating. And I am growing more and more 
convinced that I just don’t belong in this 
country—nay, in the modern world.

There are four reasons not to binge-
watch. The first is my mother, a retired 
registered dietitian who raised me to 
believe in the golden mean. Ergo, no 
bingeing. The second is my friends who, 
postbinge, look scarily like they’ve come 
off a long bender. Except when they go 
on a real (i.e. alcohol-fueled) bender, they 
meet interesting characters in bars or fall 
off curbs and get ankle casts that their 
more abstemious friends can sign. A TV 
bender is just extremely boring for every-
body else. I mean, if I’ve never watched 
Luther, giving me 56 hours of plot sum-

to end the day, the fact that I can look 
forward to Downton Abbey every Sunday 
is about the only thing that gets me out 
of bed in the winter. Apologies to my hus-
band and kids, and all my friends who 
wrongly assume I love them more than I 
love the Dowager Countess.

Still, there is this nagging sense of 
inadequacy when I don’t binge-watch 
seven episodes in a row like the rest of the 
world. Maybe I just don’t fit in. And so I 
ask myself—as one must whenever one is 
feeling like a misfit—is there some way 
in which my inadequacy actually makes 

me . . . superior?

And in this case, there is! 
Think for a minute about the 
slightly sadistic but totally sci-
entific Stanford marshmallow 
experiment of the 1960s and 
’70s. In the experiment, young 
children were told they could 
have one marshmallow im-
mediately or two if they waited 
15 minutes. Researchers later 
tracked the lives of the chil-
dren in the study, and those 
who were able to wait for the 

second marshmallow—and were there-
fore capable of delayed gratification—
grew up to have higher SAT scores and 
lower BMIs! And a greater sense of self-
worth, which naturally follows, because 
higher SAT scores + lower BMI = superior 
human being.

So my reluctance to binge-watch actu-
ally has nothing to do with my mother, or 
James Taylor, or the fact that Season 5 of 
Downton Abbey comes only in weekly in-
stallments. No, no, no. The reason for my 
lifestyle choice is much more nuanced 
than that. After all, I know it would only 
take me about seven clicks of a mouse to 
find out what happens on Downton Abbey
this season. But that immediate gratifica-
tion would raise my BMI and maybe even 
retroactively lower my SAT scores. And 
as much as I love the Dowager Countess, 
I’m just not sure she’s worth it. ■

THE AMATEUR
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2015 m{zd{ 6 
starting at: $21,1901

MazdaUSA.com zoo}-zoo}

EVERYONE 
LOVES A WINNER.
HERE’S TWO 
YOU CAN DRIVE.

Mazda is honored to be the only brand with two vehicles on Car and Driver’s 10Best 

list again this year. But when you set out to build the best car in your class; people 

take notice. Our SKYACTIV® TECHNOLOGY helps the Mazda6 and Mazda3 reach 

incredible performance and class-defi ning effi ciency, while keeping the stylish looks 

you’ve come to expect.

THE ONLY BRAND WITH TWO ON THE 10BEST. AGAIN.

2015 m{zd{ 3
5-Door starting at: $18,9452

1Starting at $21,190 MSRP plus $820 destination (Alaska $865) for 2015 Mazda6 Sport with manual transmission. Mazda6 Grand Touring model shown, $30,195 MSRP plus 
 $820 destination (Alaska $865). MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Actual dealer price will vary. See dealer for complete details. 2Starting at $18,945 MSRP plus 
 $820 destination (Alaska $865) for Mazda3 i Sport 5-Door with manual transmission. Mazda3 s Grand Touring 5-Door model shown with automatic transmission, $26,895 
 MSRP plus $820 destination (Alaska $865). MSRP excludes taxes, title and license fees. Actual dealer price will vary. See dealer for complete details.

http://MazdaUSA.com

