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Uncover architectural charms and iconic landmarks as you explore Europe on an 
award-winning Emerald Waterways river cruise. Take in the beauty of Germany’s mystical 
Black Forest, experience the majestic Rhine Gorge, stroll through the vineyards of southern 
France or experience the charming townships that line Portugal’s Douro River.

Arrive in the heart of each destination in style on-board our innovative Star-Ships, the 
perfect setting from which to marvel at the picturesque landscapes that pass by your 
window. You’ll enjoy impressive features on-board, such as our pool and cinema^, fi tness 
and wellness area, panoramic Sun Deck and lovingly appointed suites and staterooms.

With our January Sale o� ers available across our collection of 12 insightful European river 
cruise itineraries, book before 31st January 2018 and take advantage of generous savings 
of up to £1,000 per person. Plus, book one of our luxurious balcony suites and enjoy 
additional savings of £200 per person.

To make the most of this limited time o� er, simply call our friendly cruise experts and 
secure your place on-board.

Terms & Conditions: All of our holidays are subject to availability. The prices shown are correct at the time of going to print (1st December 2017) and include relevant discounts with all prices per person, based on a twin 
share, Category E Emerald Stateroom in low season. Supplements apply for single travellers, upgraded cabins and other departure dates. Our January Sale savings are available for new bookings only made between 
1st January and 31st January 2018. We reserve the right to withdraw our o� ers at any time. The required deposit payable at the time of booking is £250 per person with full payment required within 90 days of departure. 
^Please note: the Emerald Radiance Star Ship on the River Douro does not have bicycles or an indoor pool/cinema instead, there is a Serenity Pool on the Sun Deck. Our 2018 
brochure, itineraries, hotels, dates and inclusions are subject to change. For full terms and conditions please refer to our 2018 European River Cruise brochure or visit our 
website emeraldwaterways.co.uk. E&OE.

Call FREE on 0808 271 3988
Visit emeraldwaterways.co.uk

Discover The Wonders of Europe 
on an Award-Winning River Cruise

Departs Apr – Oct 2018
Budapest – Bucharest 

9-day Enchantment of Eastern Europe

From only 

£1,595
per person

Save up to 
£1,000 

per person

Departs Apr – Oct 2018
Amsterdam – Basel 

8-day Jewels of the Rhine

From only 

£1,295
per person

Save up to 
£1,000 

per person

Departs Apr – Oct 2018
Lyon – Arles 

8-day Sensations of Southern France

From only 

£1,495
per person

Save up to 
£1,000 

per person

Departs Jul & Sept 2018
Amsterdam – Amsterdam 

8-day The Charms of Holland & Belgium

From only 

£1,395
per person

Save up to 
£1,000 

per person

NEW

Departs Apr – Dec 2018
Nuremberg – Budapest 

8-day Danube Delights

From only 

£1,295
per person

Save up to 
£700 
per person

BEST 
SELLER

Departs Jul – Sept 2018
Amsterdam – Mainz 

8-day The Classic Rhine

From only 

£1,395
per person

Save up to 
£1,000 

per person

NEW

Exceptional EmeraldVALUE
It’s All Included In The Price

  Return fl ights from a choice of 5 UK airports
  Airport transfers to and from your ship
  Spacious on-board accommodation 

in an Emerald Stateroom
   All on-board meals in Refl ections Restaurant
   Complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks with 

lunch and dinner
  Free tea & co� ee on-board
   Onshore excursions and guided tours
   Extra-special EmeraldPLUS and EmeraldACTIVE 

experiences
  Complimentary Wi-Fi on-board
  Complimentary on-board bicycles†
  All port charges and taxes
  ABTA and ATOL protected

  PLUS all on-board tips saving you up to £235 per couple

Best River Line 
for Value

Plus 

 enjoy an extra

£200 
per person 

discount when you book 
a balcony suite 

JANUARY 

SALE
Save up to 
£1,000 

per person
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Chicago is full of surprises. You can explore miles of sandy beaches steps from 

one of America’s most scenic skylines. Experience LGBTQ neighbourhoods bursting

with pride, nightlife, and history, including Andersonville. Discover world-class 

attractions and adventurous cuisine. And join one of the largest pride celebrations 

in America every June.
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@Seej

EDITOR’S LETTER

RUNNING FOR MY LIFE
My childhood was a very active one. My pockets 
were always full of inhalers but that didn’t weigh 
me down – barely a day passed without me up a 
tree, on my bike or chalking out a tennis court on 
the road outside our house. I spent my weekends 
horse riding, karate chopping and rollerblading, 
and even muscled my way onto a boys’ 
American Football team when I was 
seven, refusing to take “But you’re 
a girl” for an answer.
But somewhere down the track,  
I fell out of love with sport.  
My self-esteem took a nosedive 
and I did everything I could to avoid 
activity. I told myself I just wasn’t into it 
so often that I started to believe it myself. 
As the years rolled by, my self-esteem got worse 
– as did my fitness levels. Social spaces for queer 
people revolved around booze, not body pump, 
and the few attempts I did make to get in shape 
were thwarted after I was misgendered in the 
changing rooms of a Virgin Active one too many 
times. Awkward, much?
It took years for me to make a connection between 
my poor mental health and my fitness, but when 

I did it was a revelation. I took up swimming 
and was almost swept off my feet by a flood of 
endorphins. I also started going to yoga, something 
I’d previously written off as posh stretching, and felt 
my anxiety lift, slowly but surely. I dabbled briefly 
with running too, but that felt a step too far. 

That was until 1 January 2017, when some 
ridiculous friends of mine suggested 

a New Year’s Day 5k. “No chance”, I 
thought. “You hate running!” But 
somehow I found myself huffing 
my way round a freezing cold park 

with an almighty hangover, and  
later that week downloaded one of 

those couch to 5k apps. Within a matter of 
months, I was running 5k three times a week, and 
in November I completed my first race alongside 
Team DIVA, raising nearly £600 for Metro Charity’s 
HIV Hardship Fund. 
I know I’ll never be the fastest, or the best, or the 
most graceful, but I’m doing it. And you know 
what? Maybe I don’t hate running after all. 

| WELCOME | 
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At the Agora Clinic we work with alternative families 
and have helped hundreds of lesbian women and 
their partners to become mothers. We offer bespoke 
fertility services to all our patients within a uniquely 

caring and supportive environment.

Our success rates for fertility treatments 
are among the best in the country, 

with over 1,700 babies having been 
born as a result of treatment at the 
centre since it opened – and more 

are on the way. 

For information about booking a consultation call 01273 229410

The Agora, Ellen Street, Brighton BN3 3LN 

www.agoraclinic.co.uk

Donor sperm insemination (DI) • IVF using donor sperm • Egg freezing • Embryo freezing • Egg donation between partners
• Follicle tracking/ovulation induction for women carrying out self-insemination

(Please note, we do not provide sperm for home insemination)

“Where do you 
see yourselves  
in five years time?”



@macagaratem 
Just ordered the December edition of  
@DIVAmagazine!!! Can’t wait (but I have 
to, bc I live in Chile. Lol, it will take a while) 
#hollstein @natvanlis @baumanelise
@FanGirl_4Life_ 
Merry Carmillamas! I’m a happy 
#creampuff. Thank u @DIVAmagazine! I’m 
so proud of u @baumanelise @natvanlis. 
Love u guys xx @carmillaseries
@TheRealRiley0 
Can’t even cope with how excited I am 
to go here, will be amazing to see you 
guys @LindaRiley8  @heatherpeace 
@DIVAmagazine  @bettymusic  
#DIVAspectacular

@daniellejournal 
Day 2 of the #DIVACrimboChallenge and 
I’ve signed up to sponsor Alfred, a lovely 
older “gentlecat”, cared for by  
@CatsProtection. Can’t have a cat of 
your own? Why not sponsor one of the 
many #cats spending Christmas in rescue 
centres across the UK? #catsprotection

@gjp320 
Just been told my @DIVAmagazine 
@carmillaseries has arrived & can’t 
wait to be out of hospital to read it 
#hospitalbound #outaftertheweekend

FOR MY LITTLE SISTER
Dear Team DIVA. My sister Amy came 
out recently and introduced us to her 
fab partner, Naomi. After so many 
years where she’d never seemed truly 
happy, it’s amazing to see her blossom. 
I worried that our children might 
judge her sexuality – unfounded – and 
was inspired to write a poem to give 
context to young children. Every girl 
deserves a big fairytale wedding – if 
that’s what they want. I would love this 
to be turned into a picture book in the 
future. As a parent, I think it would be 
so cool to have a story for tinies where 
an LGBT relationship was magical, as 
well as normal and accepted.

Sophie woke up with a grin so wide, 
Today, she was going to be a beautiful bride.
She jumped out of bed as the clock chimed nine, 
And raced down the stairs two at a time.

The kitchen was bathed in morning sunlight, 
Making her dress shimmer – sparkling white.

Sophie stepped into her dress, 
But now her hair was a mess!

As she smoothed down each curl, 
Sophie felt like the world’s luckiest girl.

She was glowing and rosy, 
Blushing, as she picked up her posy,

To step into the car –  
Her journey wasn’t far.

Walking into the church, 
Her stomach flip-flopped and lurched,

But their friends and family turned to smile, 
As she walked down the aisle.

Sophie took Becky’s hand. 
They kissed and exchanged matching gold bands.

They were partners for life, 
Together, as wife and wife.

Memories for them both to treasure – 
Their love will last forever.

FIONA CROUCH

PEN PALS 
Hello, my name’s Julie and I’m 
looking for a good old-fashioned 
way to connect with other 
women via email or letters. I 
don’t want to use dating apps 
and I’m not looking for any kind 
of relationship, just friendship. 
I’m bi and currently in a partnership. 
Many moons ago I was a Spare Rib 
reader, and I miss the personal col-
umns. I enjoy tattoos, walking, being 
out in the countryside and dogs.
JULIE, 51, Sussex
If you’d like to get in touch with Julie, 
please email or write to DIVA.  

WRITE TO US
letters@divamag.co.uk
or use the old-fashioned 
method and drop us a line at

DIVA MAGAZINE 
Spectrum House, Room 32 
32-34 Gordon House Road 
London NW5 1LP 
United Kingdom

JOIN 
THE BUZZ

FACEBOOK.COM/DIVAMAGAZINE

LETTERS@DIVAMAG.CO.UK

TWITTER.COM/ 

DIVAMAGAZINE

Opinions expressed by 
correspondents and 
contributors do not 
necessarily reflect the 
views of the editors 
of DIVA magazine 
or its publishers.

TWITTER JOIN US TODAY!
@DIVAmagazine twitter.com/divamagazine

TO THE LATE BLOOMERS
Dear Team DIVA. I’d like to read more 
about late bloomers, like myself.  
I met my wife at 37 years old, when 
I thought of myself as straight and 
happily married. I divorced and I am 
now super-happily married and have 
met other women with similar stories. 

I’ve been amazed at how a change of 
perceived sexuality affects literally 
all aspects of one’s life and outlook. 
DIVA helps me catch up on the lesbian 
culture I feel I missed when younger. 
It helps me feel so proud to be part of 
my new community, so thank you for 
the magazine.
OLIVIA 

@funkiepiano #DIVACrimbo Challenge Day 2: 
Donated some old stuff to my local charity shop

@atvk55 
I’ve tweeted this before when I first read the 
article, but this moment really helped me feel 
comfortable with who I am and how I identify 
myself.
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Men 
overboard.

Actually, between the warm water, endless sunshine and 
incredible variety of things to eat, drink and do, it’s quite 
easy for everyone to go a little overboard in Key West.

fl a-keys.com/gaykeywest  0208 686 2600



TRUDEAU APOLOGISES TO LGBT 
CANADIANS FOR INJUSTICES SUFFERED

Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau made a 
tearful speech in November, publicly apologising 
for historical injustices against Canada’s LGBTQ 

communities. Trudeau also proposed a bill that would allow 
courts to expunge the records of people criminalised for their 
sexuality. “It is with shame and sorrow and deep regret for the 
things we have done that I stand here today and say: ‘We were 
wrong. We apologise. I am sorry. We are sorry.’”

BARBIE COMES OUT…
…in support of gay rights! The new Barbie doll, 
inspired by California-based fashion and interiors 
designer, blogger and YouTuber Aimee Song, has 

been snapped wearing a “Love Wins” t-shirt, in support of 
LGBTQ rights. The official @barbiestyle Instagram post read: 
“Proud to wear this ‘Love Wins’ shirt with @songofstyle!” 
Though the post was targeted by trolls, the response was 
overwhelmingly supportive, with one fan commenting: “Ken 
who? So proud of you Barbie! #LoveWins”.

LESBIANS AND BI WOMEN “INVISIBLE” 
IN THE ASYLUM SYSTEM

Data published by the Home Office reveals that 
an estimated 6% of all asylum claims received 
between 1 July 2015 and 31 March 2017 

were linked to sexual orientation, with the largest number  
of people coming from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nigeria. 
The nationalities with the highest proportion of total claims 
based on sexual orientation were Uganda, Cameroon and 

Tanzania. Paul Dillane, 
executive director of the 
Kaleidoscope Trust said: 
“Significantly, the statistics 
published are not 
disaggregated, meaning 
the specific experiences of 
lesbian and bisexual 
women are rendered 
invisible.”

#COMEOUT2PLAY CAMPAIGN SUCCESS
OutNews Global’s #ComeOut2Play campaign, to 
help Britain’s hidden gay and bisexual football-
ers feel more confident about coming out, has 

successfully achieved – and completely smashed – its 
original target, with a reach of over 23 million.  
The Thunderclap campaign kicked off on 28 November and 
has gained support from Gay Times, Stonewall, Sport Allies 
and many other influencers.

GOVERNMENT REJECTS CALLS TO MAKE “CONVERSION THERAPIES” ILLEGAL
A petition titled Make Offering Gay Conversion Therapy A Criminal Offence has over 11,600 
signatures on parliament’s petition page and is still gathering support. But Liverpool Echo 
journalist Josh Parry, who started the petition, has been told that there is no intention to 

discuss legislating against gay conversion therapy. A statement from the Department of Health said: 
“The government totally condemns any attempt to treat being gay, lesbian or bisexual as an illness. 
However, the government does not believe creating a criminal offence is the right way forward.”  
Sign the petition at tinyurl.com/divasign

In case you missed it...
MONTHLY 
NEWS ROUND-
UP BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY 
OUTNEWS 
GLOBAL

Join the conversation 
on Twitter @outnewsglobal

| NEWS ROUND-UP |
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PERSON OF THE MONTH

ELLE MILLS

We’ve got a lot of love for this month’s pick. Canadian YouTuber Elle Mills, 19, blew 
us all away with a creative, funny and deeply moving coming out video where she 
told friends and family that she was bisexual in the most original and inspired way 
possible. It took heart and it took guts, and Elle has won herself a whole new legion 
of fans in the process, thanks to her winning personality. Can we go back in time and 
do coming out like this please?
@millselle

MEDIAWATCH
with Carrie Lyell

NEW YEAR, NEW MEDIA? 
As one year ends 
and another be-
gins, I’m feeling 
contemplative. 
I’m looking back 
on how LGBT 

stories were told in the media in 2017, 
and hoping for better in 2018. 
While we’ve had some wins in the last 
12 months, too often lesbians have 
been figures of fun or titillation in 
the tabloid press. Trans people have 
been vilified in the most disgusting 
and dehumanising ways. And bisexual 
people? Well, you’d struggle to find 
them, as the media has done such a 
good job of overlooking and erasing 
those stories.
I’ve said this before, I know, but we 
can do better than this. LGBT people 
in most of the UK – in the eyes of the 
law at least – are in a better position 
than ever before. Why then are we still 
consuming media that treats us as if 
we are shit on its shoe? We deserve so 
much more. 
We’ve waited. We’ve asked nicely.  
But we’ve been repeatedly ignored. 
I’m tired of sitting quietly in the corner 
and being handed scraps. So join me 
in making one new year’s resolution 
that we can all keep: no more. Make a 
promise to only buy, to click, to watch 
the media that respects us. Create a 
zine, a blog, an Instagram page or a 
YouTube channel and tell your own 
stories in your own words. 
Our community isn’t what they say it 
is. We aren’t degenerative, disgusting 
or other. We are vibrant, creative, 
talented and brilliant and we deserve 
to be loved. 
Let’s step out of the shadows and 
make 2018 our year. 
@Seej

C E L E B R I T Ytweets

@SARAHKCOMEDY 
I’m just a girl, standing 
in front of a boy, 
realising it’s a mirror 
and that gender is a 
social construct.

@ERIKALINDER 
So much hate in the 
world. Why can’t everyone 
just be open-minded and 
respectful to others?  
All lives are individual, 
take care of yourself.

@BAUMANELISE 
All I want for Christmas is for someone 
to hand-tailor all of Harry Styles’ floral 
suits he’s been rocking lately, in my size.

@ANNARICHARDSO 
I think I’m in love with an 
octopus... #BluePlanet

@SUSANCALMAN 
For journos contacting 
my agent because I 
unfollowed BBC Strictly 
Twitter account. I’m sad 
about leaving the show 
and didn’t want to get 
even sadder. I think 
that’s ok. Thanks.

@HEYROWANELLIS 
Ally is a verb not a noun, 
ally is a verb not a noun, 
ally is a verb not a noun.

@MPINOE 
Our @VP wants to hang me, 
and @POTUS thinks that is 
funny. Just try to digest that.

@LENAWAITHE 
When we don’t confront our 
past, history will just keep 
repeating itself. Let’s not be 
silent this time around. 
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1 SEXUALI-TEE
Be subtly stylish and raise money for LGBTQ+ youth 
charity, The Trevor Project.
teespring.com/stores/chari-tees-2, £18.25

2 NOT SMILING
Let the world know when the patriarchy really 
pisses you off.
veronicadearly.com, £7.50

3 12 MONTHS OF PEACE
Forgotten to buy your new 2018 calendar?  
Heather’s got you covered.
heatherpeace.tmstor.es, £11.99

4 #CATSELFIE
Make your moggie Instagram-famous.
allthingsbrightonbeautiful.co.uk, £4.25

5 LITTLE PEOPLE, BIG DREAMS
Fairytales for feminists.
poshtottydesigns.com, £9.99

6 GIRL POWER
Cute, celebratory, and makes a marvellous  
drinking receptacle.
how-store.com, £10

7 WONDER WOMAN PRINT
A plus-size superhero to inspire badassery.
etsy.com/uk/shop/PrintedPulp, £3.90

| TRENDS | PICK’N’MIX |
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The unexpected faces of London 
International Mime Festival

As co-director of London International Mime 
Festival (LIMF), Helen Lannaghan is quick 
to dispel any myths about exactly what the 
month-long event entails: “It’s actually a his-
torical title. People expecting to see someone 
chasing imaginary butterflies or walking into 
the wind will be very disappointed!”

With a strong emphasis on image-rich, 
visually-led and diverse performances, the 
festival runs from 10 January – 3 February 
at various venues throughout London. 
Lannaghan has been involved with this 
thought-provoking and innovative festival, 
established in 1977, for 31 years, but still calls 
herself “the newcomer”.

Despite now being an established festival 
with most shows selling out, Lannaghan de-
scribes the event as having “a cult following”. 

She believes that word of mouth has been 
effective in attracting new audiences, who 
then drag their friends, families and partners 
along. This is, she says, “a lovely way to grow”.

The festival is easily accessible to all – 
you don’t have to be a hearing person or 
understand English to be moved, shocked 
or entertained by the shows. And many of 
the events are family-friendly. Lannaghan 
describes how lovely it is to see long-term 
attendees, who she calls “the continual 
backbone” of the audience, bringing along 
their grandchildren.

When asked what she loves most about 
the specific visual arts she commissions for 
LIMF, she says: “I find non-verbal work utterly 
magical. It just opens up that world of pos-
sibility for you to bring your own imagination 

to bear. It’s a particular type of engagement 
and connection with the audience that I find 
so special. You’re telling stories about the 
world without it being literal.”

Lannaghan describes her job as “a privilege 
and a pleasure”, saying that her role doesn’t 
feel like “work work”. An out and proud 
lesbian, Lannaghan tells us that her partner, 
who is a children’s nurse, keeps her “ground-
ed” in the heady world of theatre.

Performers at this year’s festival include Gaby 
Muñoz’s Perhaps, Perhaps, Quizas, Margali Rousseau’s 
Lift Off and Yasmine Hugonnet’s Le Recital des 
Postures. Find out more at mimelondon.com.

Why we love...

London 
Mime Fest
THERE WILL BE NO “WALKING INTO 
THE WIND” AT THIS PIONEERING 
FESTIVAL, SAYS HELEN LANNAGHAN
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Your story.  Your clinic.
Our patients come from all walks of life. Whether you’re single or a 

couple, we’ll help you to work out an individual fertility programme 

that’s right for you. T e, including use of donor sperm, 

reserve your place at our next Inseminar information session or contact 

us on 020 7563 4309 or email info@ondonwomensclinic.com

londonwomensclinic.com



NOTABLE 
QUOTABLES 
SELECTED BY ROXY 
BOURDILLON

SAID

SHE

SOME DID NOT SURVIVE
“We may never know the exact 
human cost of this experiment. The 
truth is some of us did not survive 
this process. Knowing that 62% of 
people wanted this is an amazing 

feeling, but would I trade that for the suffering? 
I don’t know. This was a happy outcome, but 

if a vote is ever put to the 
people like this again, 

I plead with you, do 
it better than this 
was done.”
Kath & Kim star Magda 
Szubanski talking to the 
National Press Club about 

the human cost of the 
same-sex marriage vote in 

Australia

DEMI AND THE DELEGATE
“We connected because I heard her story. She is actually the 
first out and seated transgender state legislator in American 
history and when I heard that I was just completely inspired 
by it. My story with Sorry Not Sorry is about bullying and 
I wanted to have her in the audience with me tonight 
because I feel like we have been through some of the same 
things and now we get to share this experience together.”
Demi Lovato explaining to E! why she brought newly elected American delegate Danica 
Roem as her guest to the 2017 American Music Awards

EDUCATING 
CAMBRIDGE
“It’s really changing the 
narrative and making 
sure we speak about 
things we don’t really 
want to speak about. 
Anyone who is strong 
enough to use their 
platform to talk 
about these issues 
should do.”
DIVA columnist, 
model and social 
activist Munroe 
Bergdorf discussing 
intersectionality at 
the Cambridge Union 
debating society 

ALL THE 
FEELS

“Unbelievable. The 
amount of feelings I 
have, the amount of 
goosebumps. It’s just 
such a surreal moment.”
Ruby Rose speaking to Be about 
attending the Australian premiere 
of Pitch Perfect 3 on the same day 
equal marriage was passed by the 
Australian Senate

 16  JANUARY 2018
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21 Eleanor Margolis: 
“my complicated 
relationship with 
balls”

A resolution worth sticking to
Cerian Jenkins

Reeta Loi
Eleanor Margolis

20 REETA LOI 
Mine is not a very 
lesbian view of sport 21 ELEANOR 

MARGOLIS 
Do I have to get sweaty? 22 CERIAN JENKINS 

The queer community is 
not a point-scoring game

17



New year, same old twaddle. Every 
January, diet companies and gossip 
mags start ramming their “YOU ARE 
NOT ENOUGH! YOU ARE TOO MUCH! 
STOP CRYING AND BUY THIS!” agenda 
down your throat when all you want 
down your throat is a bottle of vino 
and a whopping wedge of Victoria 
sponge. Everyone in the office is bab-
bling about their latest miracle diet 
– “I’ve already passed out twice today 
so it must be working” – it’s amazing 
their mouths can move so fast when 
they haven’t consumed calories since 
December 31. It’s making you (ok, me) 
feel like a frumpy failure.

I don’t blame the dieters. I’ve 
been there and bought the “but-it’ll-
look-great-when-I-lose-10-pounds” 

t-shirt. I’ve invested, emotionally and 
financially, in the makeover myth – 
the false promise that if only I could 
make myself less, I would become 
so much more. I’ve been fat and I’ve 
been slightly less fat, but I get the 
same niggling feeling every year 
without fail. “Come on, chubster! 
Put down that doughnut and reach 
for that dumbbell. Stop being so 
gluttonous and embrace clean 
living – whatever the KitKat Chunky 
that is!”

But this year, I say “no more”. 
Except to the question, “Would you 
like fries with that?” I urge you to 
join me. I’m not suggesting you take 
up chain smoking for a lark and start 
injecting lard directly into your veins, 

but surely there must be a way to be 
healthier and, crucially, happier with-
out putting your body and your self-
esteem through such torture. Why do 
we believe that in order to reach the 
holy grail of loving yourself you have 
to wade through the merciless sludge 
of properly hating yourself first? It’s 
time to give up giving stuff up.

Speaking of abstaining from 
abstinence, Dry January can fuck 
right off. As if the first month of 
the year isn’t depressing enough. 
Everyone’s a grumpy-chops, it’s nip-
pier than Jennifer Aniston in Friends 
and Christmas is a distant memory 
that’s left you with nothing but 
insurmountable credit card debt and 
a mean case of indigestion. Yet half 

New year, new you, blah blah blah

YOU’RE 
BLOODY GREAT 
AS YOU ARE, 
SAYS ROXY 
BOURDILLON

 18  JANUARY 2018



the population, possibly still blotto 
from New Year’s, proclaim it the 
ideal time to cut out the one thing 
that makes the bleak mid-winter a 
smidgen more bearable. Dryathletes’ 
blood alcohol content may be low, 
but their being-a-total-bore-rating 
is off the scale. Time that used to be 
spent getting pissed and overshar-
ing with strangers is now devoted 
to posting selfies with wheatgrass 
smoothies, making you silently wish 
Facebook would invent a Sod Off You 
Smug Git reaction.

New year, new you? What’s so 
terrible about the old you? I happen 
to think you’re pretty great. So 
what if you’re carrying an extra tyre 
or four? Be flabulous! Be a hunka 
chunka burning love! I give myself 
these pep talks regularly – “Cheer 
up Rox, in the old days extra padding 
meant you were from a farm with 
cows to spare” – but in truth, I know 
how tough it is to block out the voice 
inside your head that tells you you’re 
ugly and unworthy.

Some people imagine that queer 
women are immune to this body 
image bollocks, that because we’ve 
already rebelled against the patriar-
chy with our sexuality, the pressure 
to look a certain way can’t touch us. 
I’m not convinced. We still exist in 
the same sexist society. Our bodies 
are still open season for catcallers. 
I rarely see women who look like 
me in the mainstream media, except 
maybe Nigella midnight snacking 
in her kimono by an open fridge. I 
certainly don’t see people who look 
like me in the queer media, save for 
the odd “thick and juicy” contestant 
on RuPaul’s Drag Race.

Even within the queer com-
munity, it can feel like there’s an 

unattainable beauty ideal – namely 
tight of tum and tiny of tit with a 
fedora-friendly face shape. When I 
came out, gay bars were crammed 
with women “looking very Shane 
today”. I seriously contemplated lob-
bing off my locks and squeezing my 
ample ass into a pair of skinny jeans. 
If I wasn’t wearing a checked shirt 
and a trendy mullet, could I truly call 
myself queer? Then I remembered 
my ardent passion for pussy and 
concluded, yep, still a homo.

How about this for a revolution-
ary idea? You are not broken. You do 
not need to be fixed or starved or 
forced to wear tank tops against your 
will. You are a glorious, unique god-
dess with tons to offer the world… 
Darn it, I’m trying to convince myself 
again, aren’t I? Look, if you want to 
use the new year as a chance to make 
some positive changes in your life, 
then how about resolving to love 
yourself more?

Seek out celebratory, diverse 
representation. On social media you 
get to choose who you follow, so why 
not fill your feed with accounts that 
make you feel proud of your body 
and sexuality? My most recent Insta 
discovery is queer angel  
@roscoeramone, who caught my 
attention with her mermaidesque ‘do 
and rubenesque swagger. She posts 
about femme-shaming, fat-shaming 
and her favourite Lana Del Rey 
songs (mine’s Summertime Sadness, 
thanks for asking). In my mission 
for self-love, I asked Roscoe for her 
words of wisdom: “Striving to be 
‘better’, constantly craving change, 
and chasing self-improvement is the 
cultural norm, but can secretly be 
self-destructive. Not to go all Jim 
Carrey on you, but none of that is 

real. Most of my self-esteem issues 
were based on lies about myself. 
Hanging on to that gross fiction kept 
me from self-acceptance.”

Her bio battle cry is “self-care 
as warfare”. Now, I’ve never really 
understood the self-care hype. I was 
confused as to why, what I assumed 
was routine maintenance – brushing 
your nashers, paying your bills, pluck-
ing your ‘tache – was suddenly worth 
tweeting about. It seemed a lot to do 
with choosing the best filter for your 
pastel bubble bath (Amaro works a 
treat) and having one-on-one time 
with your Gwyneth Paltrow patented 
vajayjay steamer. (Sorry Gwyn, but 
I just don’t think I’d find blowing 
smoke up my muff relaxing.) But as 
I discover that women I respect and 
admire are consciously designat-
ing time to nourish and nurture 
themselves, and to get their essential 
life shizzle done, I’m beginning to 
understand how vital this self-care 
malarky actually is in readying you to 
face the big bastard world.

How tragic that we need a 
hashtag reminder that it’s not a 
crime to take care of ourselves and 
that, contrary to how we may feel, 
we are not hideous mutants from the 
planet Mingatron. The modern-day 
default position seems to be hating 
yourself, wanting to change, waging 
war on your body. Your body should 
not be a battleground. It should be a 
place of comfort and salvation. So 
I’m on a quest this year to take better 
care, not just of my body, but of my 
fragile, flimsy self-esteem. In the 
words of my immortal hero and life 
coach, Cher from Clueless, “This time, 
I’ll makeover my soul”.

@Roxy_Vintage

“Even 
within 
the queer 
community, 
it can feel 
like there’s 
an unattain-
able beauty 
ideal”
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I loved sport as a kid. Whether it was 
playing football, skateboarding or 
riding my BMX, I was always active.  
But something happens to us girls 
when we get to secondary school 
that puts the kibosh on all that. You 
develop curves. Your boobs ache 
and get in the way. And you get your 
period, which seems like a great way 
to get out of PE and having to put your 
hairy legs on display.

As this happens, in some kind of 
unison, the girls just disappear from 
the football field, possibly making 
you less inclined to join in. Before 
you know it, you’re all curves and 
no exercise.

For me, doing two paper rounds 
before school kept me active through-
out secondary school. But PE and 
sport for fun felt like a bit of a luxury. 
Playing basketball after school was 
not considered a necessary activity. 
It was a bit like playing the piano or 
going swimming. Sport, and creative 
pursuits, felt redundant. If the activity 
wasn’t helping the family, or about get-
ting good grades in important subjects 
like maths, science and English, then 
there really wasn’t an emphasis placed 

on them at home. They were actively 
discouraged – it was all hands on deck 
at home.

I was asked to contribute to Eat 
Sweat Play, the brilliant book by Anna 
Kessel, chair of Women In Football, 
and now regret not doing so. It wasn’t 
until later I realised how much my 
cultural background had informed 
my relationship with sport. Sure, we 
watched cricket at home, the World 
Cup and Kabaddi when Channel 4 
aired it. But were we a sporty family? 
Hell no! We were active because we 
were working – running around the 
cash and carry like an even more 
crazy version of Supermarket Sweep, 
or chasing after the kids. My mum 
walked for miles with bags of grocer-
ies and four children in tow for years. 
She liked a bit of yoga or a Rosemary 
Connelly video in the morning, but 
kept fit by living life.

Is this a fairly working class view 
of sport? Is this a South Asian view of 
sport? I’ve no idea. I don’t think it’s a 
very lesbian view of sport. I think we’re 
supposed to be quite a sporty bunch 
are we not? Why is that?

Whatever the reason, there’s a huge 

problem in how we engage girls and 
women with sport. There are massive 
disparities in pay for female athletes. 
Women aren’t given as much airtime, 
but again this is starting to change. 
When and why did sport become a 
largely male pursuit?

When we look at the global shift 
that is happening, where we women 
are realising that we need to speak 
out to create change and equality, 
is the absurdity of it all becoming 
more apparent? As someone that has 
challenged an extremely patriarchal 
culture and upbringing, I’ve questioned 
so much about the lack of gender bal-
ance in the world. Until we have parity 
of gender, we can expect no other 
form of equality. Not racial equality, 
economic equality, or that of sexuality.

Sport is a vital part of that – of the 
way we raise our girls. Getting them fit 
and healthy, learning to be part of a 
team, realising they are as capable, or 
perhaps more, than the boys. Learning 
to win, learning to lose. These are 
experiences our girls need and 
deserve, and it’s not a luxury.

@r_e_e_t_a_

“My 
culture 
informed 
my view of 
sport”

Sport is not a luxury

REETA LOI 
REALISES 
BEING ACTIVE 
IS SO MUCH 
MORE THAN A 
JUST A HOBBY
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Like many people who grew up in leafy, 
hetero suburbia, the first (other) lesbians 
I ever remember seeing in person were 
PE teachers at my secondary school. 
They were no-bullshit powerhouses of 
women who, still working under Section 
28, couldn’t talk about their sexual-
ity, but we all knew. There were even 
rumours that two of them were dating.

I feared and respected them. 
Respected because, in the stick-up-the-
arse setting of an ageing private school, 
they were their butch selves without 
any hint of an apology. Feared because 
I was obscenely bad at sport! My bids 
to get out of swimming because I had 
my period were Oscar-worthy. And I 
once – at a particularly low moment 
– tried to sprain my ankle so I could 
skip a dreaded 90 minutes of pleated 
skirt-clad, be-ponytailed netball.

In my only ever display of ath-
leticism, I managed – in a game of 
rounders – to smack the ball right to 
the other side of the field. I then pro-
ceeded to run in the wrong direction… 
I remember one of the PE teachers 
clutching her head in her hands, as 
if she were watching two deer from 
nearby Richmond Park hump, bang in 
the middle of her lesson. I started to 
wonder if, as a lesbian myself, I was 
supposed to be good at sport. If my 
fear of getting hit in the face with a 

netball, and my lack of ability to run 
more than a few meters without hav-
ing to asthmatically heave the breath 
back into my lungs, made me somehow 
defective. After all, the only other 
lesbians I knew were sporty ones.

In my early 20s, when I was going 
through a particularly long and dreary 
dating dry spell, a (straight) friend of 
my mum’s even suggested that I just 
join a hockey team. It had never really 
occurred to me that the Sports Lesbian 
was such an old chestnut that even 
heterosexuals expected me to be one. 
Luckily, I’d long since discovered that 
gay women actually come in all shapes, 
sizes and degrees of sporting ability. 
An eye-roll at the idea of having to 
play team sports to find a girlfriend 
came naturally. Having said that, a few 
of my friends were on football and 
rugby teams, and they never seemed 
to be without a… teammate.

But my relationship with balls 
remains complicated. Perhaps never 
more so than when I go to football 
matches with my dad.

I’ve supported Nottingham Forest 
since I was about 10. I follow them 
because my dad supports them, which 
is often the way with football al-
legiances. Like my unmanageable hair 
and lack of dexterity, I inherited my 
misery-laden love of a team well past 

their glory days from my dad.  
For us, going to Forest matches is both 
ritualistic and satisfyingly depressing. 
And I know almost nothing about 
football, other than the frustration of 
our team trying to scrape a draw, at 
home, to another second-rate club.

More to the point though: it’s hard 
to imagine a more heterosexual 
environment than a men’s football 
match. A friend once slated me for 
following a sport so heavily tarnished 
by misogyny and homophobia. 
Although the likes of Stonewall are 
working hard to make the macho and 
groaningly laddish footballing world  
a less hostile environment for queers, 
a football match – for me at least 
– remains a strange place to be a 
lesbian. So it’s ironic, I guess, that 
surrounded by mostly lairy drunk men 
who might use “gay” as a slur as easily 
as they’d down a third pint, I probably 
feel at my most lesbianic. That is to 
say, in a crowd, making loud sports-
related grunts, I almost feel like I’m 
channelling my wonderfully butch PE 
teachers. Which, in a way, is a real 
honour. I may have never done them 
proud on the field, but at least I’ve 
somehow managed to access my inner 
Sports Lesbian.

@EleanorMargolis

“At a 
particularly 
low  
moment 
I tried to 
sprain my 
ankle so I 
could miss 
netball”

Searching for my inner sporty self

CAN I 
SKIP OVER 
SPORT? ASKS 
ELEANOR 
MARGOLIS
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I’m going to be totally honest with 
you – when our lovely editor, Carrie, 
informed me that this month’s instal-
ment of DIVA is themed around sport, 
I couldn’t have been less enthusiastic. 
Never having been the sporty type, I 
was at a loss for what to write. I can’t 
even run a bath for heaven’s sake, and 
the only form of competitive exercise I 
do is a Netflix marathon.

With that in mind, I’ve decided to 
employ creative license and take a 
“loose” approach to the idea. Bear with 
me here. Competitive sport is about 
trying to win, winning is about the final 
score, scoring is about points, and the 
topic of my column this month is… 
point-scoring and gatekeeping within 
the LGBTQ+ community. Look, I warned 
you it might be a tenuous link, ok?

One of the first things I remember 
hearing when I came out as bisexual 
was, “But bisexuality isn’t real”. I didn’t 
realise it at the time, but this statement, 
fresh out of the mouth of a naive, 
pimpled, 14-year-old school friend, was 
a deeply foreshadowing moment. Since 
then, I have lost count of the number 
of times I’ve mentioned my sexuality 
(in both straight and queer spaces) and 
been greeted with 99 questions revolv-
ing around “Just how queer are you 
then? If you had to put a percentage on 
it? Well, how many same-sex partners 
have you had? Are you in a ‘straight’ 
relationship right now?”

And since coming out as non-
binary? Oh boy, that’s a whole other 

essay waiting to happen. What I will 
say is that I’ve observed, with growing 
despair, a minority of white celebrity 
trans women using their position of 
privilege to actively advocate for the 
erasure, discrimination and exclusion 
of non-binary genders. We are literally 
being told by other trans people that 
our identity is “made up” because it 
doesn’t fit into the strict gender binary 
structures enforced by society or, 
and even worse in my opinion, that 
non-binary and genderfluid identi-
ties are actually doing a disservice 
to trans rights because they are just 
“too complicated” and are muddying 
the waters.

My story isn’t unique. The issue 
of “not queer enough” is one which 
faces so many in our community, and 
we’re the ones doing it. Ask any trans 
woman, and she’ll tell you about being 
barred from a female-only space for 
“not being a real woman”. Chat to an 
asexual who has felt alienated, thanks 
to our overemphasis on sex drive as a 
passport stamp to queerdom.

Gatekeeping and point-scoring 
within the queer community is, at best, 
an absurdity which demonstrates such 
a staggering lack of self-awareness 
that it would be comical if it weren’t so 
tragic. At worst, it prevents vulnerable 
people from accessing much-needed, 
and sometimes life-saving, support. For 
those among us who have, compara-
tively speaking, reached a general level 
of societal acceptance that allows them 

to live their day-to-day lives free of fear, 
to then kick away the ladder from those 
still struggling to find their footing is 
hurtful, harmful and discriminatory 
behaviour. It’s shortsighted and selfish, 
and it needs to stop.

There is no group of wizened queer 
elders who have the final say on who is 
and who isn’t queer enough to be part 
of our community. No LGBTQ+ person 
should have to pass a test to enjoy the 
level of solidarity afforded to other 
“acceptable” queers. As Kelsie Brynn 
Jones so astutely phrased it when writ-
ing Outside The Binary: Where Gender, 
Race And Privilege Collide, no gay man 
is too feminine, too masculine, too gay, 
or not gay enough. No lesbian is ever 
too butch, too femme, too lesbian, or 
not butch, femme, or lesbian enough. 
Just as no trans person is too trans or 
not trans enough, no one is too black, 
too asian, too latin, too native, or not 
black, asian, latin, or native enough 
to have their gender acknowledged, 
respected, and celebrated.

The problem is deeply entrenched 
within the psyche of our community, 
and it’s going to take a concerted, 
pro-active effort to tackle it. It’s not 
going to be easy, but it is going to be 
profound. To appropriate a well-
known adage from the glorious Audre 
Lorde, we are not free while any queer 
is unfree, even when their shackles are 
very different from our own.

@CerianJenkins

“The  
issue of 
‘not queer 
enough’ 
faces so 
many in 
our com-
munity”

Queer enough for you?

POINT-
SCORING IN 
THE LGBTQ+ 
COMMUNITY 
HAS TO STOP, 
SAYS CERIAN 
JENKINS
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he year is 2002, and 21-year-old UConn 
alumnus Sue Bird from Long Island, 
New York is heading 2,856 miles to 
Seattle as the first overall pick for the 
Storm in the WNBA draft, unsure what 
life on the west coast might bring.

Just a few years later, and the 
“ponytailed point guard” has won 
just about everything there is to win 
in women’s basketball, including 
the league championship, the World 
Championship and Olympic gold. 
Fast forward to today, and Sue is still 
in Seattle. Still playing. And, more 
importantly, still winning.

CARRIE LYELL TALKS TO WNBA LEGEND SUE BIRD ABOUT PLAYING BALL AND  
COMING OUT, AND FINDS OUT WHY RETIREMENT IS THE LAST THING ON HER MIND

T
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“The more you’re a 
part of sports, you 
come to realise how 
hard winning is.  
When you’re younger, 
you think it’s going to 
happen every year”

She’s had the kind of career most 
athletes could only dream of. But how 
did it all begin? Does she remember 
the first time she picked up a ball?  
“I don’t know if I can tell you the first 
time,” Sue recalls. “But I definitely have 
vivid memories of my sister playing 
in our local town league, and I would 
obviously get dragged to the games.  
I was maybe four or five. Every dead 
ball situation, any time the court was 
clear, I’d go running out there and try 
to shoot the ball as many times as I 
could. Half-time was my time to shine! 
I’d run out there and I’d be shooting 
half-court shots. Even though I wasn’t 
old enough to be on a team and I had 
no idea what I was doing, anytime I 
could get out there and play basketball 
in some form, I was doing it, even at a 
very young age.”

It’s clear Sue’s sister Jen, who is five 
years her senior, was a massive inspira-
tion in her formative years. How long 
was it before she realised she was a 
better basketball player, I ask jokingly. 

“Probably like six,” Sue laughs. “She’s 
gonna hate me for that. No, we joke in 
my family that I got the brawn but she 
got the brains. Jen is the smarty-pants 
in the family. My sister always played 
sports and she was always really good. 
I don’t want to take anything away 
from her, but pretty early, in our one-
on-one games, I’d get the best of her.”

Sue’s childhood sounds similar 
to mine. I grew up with two broth-
ers, and we were always trying to 
beat each other at something – be it 
football, computer games, or, erm, 
figure skating. Were she and her sister 
as competitive as we were? “I was 
competitive,” Sue admits. “She’s not 
quite as competitive… I was more 
the annoying little sister, constantly 
nagging her to play this or do that. She 
was a little more mature than I was. 
She was always very supportive, so 
that was nice.”

That competitive spirit stayed with 
Sue throughout high school, college 
and her impressive career in the 

WNBA. Despite not being the “tallest, 
fastest or strongest” – “I always had to 
find other ways to win” – she’s widely 
acknowledged as the best point guard 
in the league, and her positive, can-do 
attitude has helped her win two 
WNBA championships with the Seattle 
Storm and four EuroLeague titles, as 
well as four World Championships 
and Olympic Gold at Athens, Beijing, 
London and Rio.

But it hasn’t been easy. “The more 
you’re a part of sports, you come to 
realise how hard winning is. A lot of 
those accomplishments we’ve talked 
about, I hit those milestones before my 
24th birthday. When you’re younger, 
you think, ‘This is going to happen 
every year! This is the norm!’ A good 
example is my WNBA team. We went 
to the finals in 2004 and we won. That 
was my third year in the league; it 
was Lauren Jackson’s fourth. We were 
young. And at that point, we thought 
we were going to go to the finals every 
year. We didn’t get back for six years.”
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SUE WEARS
RIBBED TANK 
BY ENZA COSTA
HIGH WAISTED DENIM 
BY MOTHER
GOLD/LEATHER CUFF 
BY JENNYBIRD 
@SWAY & CAKE
LEOPARD COAT 
BY ULLA JOHNSON
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SUE WEARS
TEE LAB SLEEVELESS 
HOODIE & CROPPED PANT 
BY FRANK & EILEEN 
@LA REE BOUTIQUE
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standpoint, after each bump in the 
road. I just try to remember, even 
though it sucks while it’s happening 
and you have your down days, once 
you get to the other side, you’ll be 
better for it.”

Sue and I are talking on the phone 
just a few weeks after an ESPN inter-
view with journalist Mechelle Voepel, 
where the number 10 talked publicly 
about her sexuality for the first time 
– and about her relationship with US 
soccer star Megan Rapinoe. After so 
long being so private, what was going 
through her head in that moment? She 
laughs. “Nothing really! It just came 
about very naturally and organically. 
It wasn’t like I requested it to be my 
come out article. There was no 
thought to it. Mechelle was doing an 
article on my career leading up to the 
All-Star game that was being held in 
Seattle and she wanted to go through 
my entire life, if you will. You’d have to 
ask her the vibe she was feeling, but I 
must have been giving off something 
because she felt comfortable asking. 
She kinda clicked the recorder off and 
was like, ‘I’d like to ask you about your 
personal life, is that ok?’ I was like, 
yeah. Absolutely. I was never uncom-
fortable. It was never tough for me. I 

got home and said, ‘Uh, Megan, gotta 
tell you something,” Sue laughs. “Told 
my agent the same. That was it.”

She says in the ESPN interview she 
realised she was gay while playing 
college basketball at UConn, and came 
out to family and friends in 2002 – her 
first year in the WNBA. So why is it 
only now that she’s decided to talk 
about it? “I had been ready to discuss 
it for a long time,” Sue admits. “I never 
really wanted to do it on my own, or 
bring the attention to myself. But for 
a long time, had I been asked, it was 
on the tip of my tongue. Don’t get me 
wrong, I understand that’s putting a 
lot of pressure on the media! But yeah. 
Had I been asked…”

She was never worried about 
the response then? “Basically, yeah, 
that’s pretty accurate,” she says. “I 
don’t want to say it was like that my 
whole life though. Obviously things 
have changed, big time. I’ve been in 
the league now for 15 or 16 years. 
There’s no way I would have been able 
to speak so comfortably and not be 
worried 10 years ago; maybe even eight 
years ago. I’m not sure. Times have 
changed, and I play in a very progres-
sive city. I’m surrounded by open-
minded people, not just in my social 

“I’m the oldest player 
in the league. But I 
come back stronger, 
from a mental 
standpoint, after each 
bump in the road”

As well as that dry spell, when 
winning seemed impossible, Sue has 
battled through a lot – losing a loved 
one just before the London Olympics, 
sitting out the 2013 WNBA season to 
have surgery and recover – and most 
recently, a knee injury which ruled her 
out of the Storm’s 2017 preseason. 
How difficult is it to keep motivated in 
those periods? “To put it simply, when 
you have injuries and you’re going 
through hard times in your career, 
you must love what you’re doing to 
keep coming back. Basketball and 
being part of a team and sharing those 
moments, that keeps you coming back. 
That definitely keeps me coming back. 
It’s funny, now I’m the oldest player in 
the league, one of the more popular 
questions is ‘How much longer do 
you want to play?’ or even, ‘Why do 
you keep playing?’. And I’m like, what 
do you mean ‘why’? I play sport for a 
living.” She’s laughing, but there’s a 
hint of anger in her voice too. “Why 
would I want to stop doing that? 
Clearly the underlying theme is that I 
love it. The surgeries and the rehab – 
that can be hard, and that can really 
test you. But I’ve found that I generally 
come back stronger. Not necessarily 
physically, but stronger from a mental 
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circles, but in general; and the support 
I’ve had has been overwhelming, which 
was amazing. Time for me was what 
got me there.”

I’m curious to know what Sue 
makes of comments this year by 
former WNBA star Candice Wiggins, 
who claimed that the league was “98% 
gay”, and said she was bullied for being 
straight. “I mean god… I know for 
100% fact, that is not my experience,” 
Sue says. “So my initial thought was 
‘bullshit’. I play in this league, I see 
what goes on, and I’ve never personally 
experienced that. At the same time, 
you don’t want someone to say these 
things happened to them and shrug it 
off. If this was indeed her experience 
and that’s what’s true to her, you don’t 
want to put it down. But some of the 
generalisations she made, I don’t think 
are accurate.”

I’m also curious about Sue’s time 
playing in Russia, and how it felt living 
there as a gay person. “I’m really 
thankful for the experience because 
it opened up a dialogue between 
myself and my teammates. A lot of 
the Russian girls outlined exactly what 
was actually happening, and what the 
laws were actually saying. Not that I 
agreed, but it was interesting to hear 
another culture’s stance on something. 

I’m grateful that I was able to have an 
open dialogue. Our Russian teammates 
didn’t have a lot of gay friends, but 
they were playing with us. We were 
able to teach them and vice versa.”

Now she’s out and living her best 
life, what advice would she give to 
other players in the closet? “There is 
something very special to living your 
truth and something liberating about 
doing it and saying it out loud and 
if that’s right for somebody, that’s 
something they want to do, I would 
highly encourage it. But it has to be 
on their timetable, like for me it was 
on mine. And it has to be something 
they can be comfortable with and 
never pressured into. I’d also say that it 
does have an impact. I didn’t come out 
because I felt like I had to or because 
I thought it would help others, but I 
gotta admit a lot of the messages I’ve 
received or the people who stop me 
in the street and tell me how thankful 
they are and how I helped them? That’s 
a nice byproduct and it does make me 
realise how important it is, especially 
in the world today. Even though we 
have taken giant steps forward, there’s 
still a long way to go. And it steals the 
thunder. Now, nobody gossips.”

It’s a tough ask, given her ac-
complishments on the court. But I’m 

wondering what her highlights have 
been. Sue reels off some of her acco-
lades, but they aren’t what stick in her 
mind, she says. “When I look back on all 
of it, the stuff I remember the most is 
the bus rides to the gym with the team, 
or what we did after we won and we 
were able to celebrate. Those kind of 
moments. I’ve been really lucky to be 
on some good teams with amazingly 
talented players. But also fun people.”

At 37, many other players might be 
looking to retire, but that’s the last 
thing on Bird’s mind. The Storm might 
have only mustered a mid-table finish 
in 2017, but Sue is on form, making the 
All-Star team for a 10th time. This 
season also saw her become the 
league’s career assists leader, 
breaking a record previously held by 
Ticha Penicheiro. So what’s her 
secret? “I don’t think I have a secret,” 
she laughs. “A couple of years ago, I 
looked in the mirror and asked myself, 
‘How do you want your career to 
end?’. Not a lot of people get to 
dictate that. I just wanted to control 
what I could, so I changed my diet, 
changed my workout regimen. When 
you see things working, it kinda gets 
addictive. So now I’m on that nutrition 
train and I’m gonna ride it until they 
kick me off.”

“There is something 
very special to living 
your truth. It is 
liberating saying it out 
loud – if that’s right for 
somebody”

Sue 
Bird
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SUE WEARS
DRESS 
BY ULLA JOHNSON
RING & THREADER 
EARRINGS 
BY ZOE CHICCO BAR 
@SWAY & CAKE
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NEST  E10

1, 2 & 3
A brand new development comprising
61 one, two & three bedroom shared
ownership apartments and 12 for
private sale.  

Nearest Station: Leyton

SELSEA PLACE  N16

1
An exclusive selection of 6 one bedroom
apartments, forming part of a larger
development. 

Nearest Stations: Dalston Kingsland

& Dalston Junction

NAPIER APARTMENTS IG3

1 & 2

17 new build one and two bedroom
apartments set within a gated
development.

Nearest Station: Goodmayes
Redbridge

SUMMER
2018

Hackney

SPRING
2018

Waltham Forest

SPRING
2019

Shared Ownership New Homes



CITY NORTH  N4

1, 2 & 3  

A selection of 19 one, two & three bedroom
apartments, forming part of a larger
development.

Nearest Station: Finsbury Park

PIMENTO  E1

1 & 2 
52 one & two  bedroom apartments set
within a six storey block, forming part of
Goodmans Fields development. 

Nearest Stations: Aldgate,
Aldgate East & Tower Hill Tower Hamlets

W
INTER

2019

Islington

AUTUMN
2019

Register your interest on our website: www.newlonhomeownership.org.uk  

or contact a member of our sales team on: 0800 058 2544



The 
 

Power List 
2017

WE ASKED YOU 
TO NOMINATE 
YOUR MOVERS 
AND SHAKERS 
OF THE LAST 
12 MONTHS. 
HERE THEY 
ARE!

When we launched the DIVA Power 
List last year, we were completely 
overwhelmed by the votes we received 
– not to mention the letters, emails 
and tweets. Designed to celebrate the 
amazing achievements of women and 
non-binary people in our community, 
we asked you to nominate the people 
who inspire you and we were so 
pleased that you got on board and did 
just that.
You’ve shown your support again this 
year, and the DIVA Power List 2017 is 
even bigger and better. Due to the 
sheer number of votes received, as 
well as the top 100 community heroes, 

celebrities, business leaders and politi-
cians, we’ve created a list of power 
couples and a list of allies – those who, 
time and time again, have chosen to 
stand with us in good times, as well as 
bad. This is our thank you to them.  
As with last year, we’re delighted to 
see the true diversity of the LGBT 
community represented in your votes, 
and we hope this is an accurate reflec-
tion of our achievements over the last 
12 months.
It’s been a memorable year – and not 
necessarily for the right reasons. While 
we’ve made great leaps forward in 
some regards – for example, marriage 

equality in Australia – we still wait for 
same-sex marriage in Northern Ireland. 
This year we have also been witness 
to increasing violence towards LGBT 
people in places like the US, Chechnya, 
and the UK, as well as the erosion 
of trans rights and growing political 
instability globally.
But even in these tumultuous times – 
especially in these tumultuous times 
– lesbians, bi women and non-binary 
people are doing amazing and vital 
work, and we think it’s more important 
now than ever that we recognise and 
celebrate these achievements. 
Let’s get on with it!
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Susan Calman

As well as taking part in one of the most popular 
shows on television and inspiring people across the 

country, Susan Calman achieved a very personal goal in 2017: to 
feel beautiful.

The 43-year-old comedian, writer and TV personality caused 
some controversy when she signed up for Strictly Come Dancing, 
with many wanting to see her dance with a woman. But she soon 
put paid to her detractors with a series of wonderful performanc-
es with her dance partner (and new BFF) Kevin Clifton, in what she 
describes as a “life-changing experience”.

“I did think about dancing with a woman,” the former DIVA 
columnist says. “But from the very first moment when I was asked 
about the show I said I wanted to dance with a man. People can 
criticise me all they want, but I’ve worked tirelessly for LGBT 
equality my whole life and right now I would like to dance and 
bring entertainment to people by dancing on a Saturday night.”

And bring entertainment she did, creating joy in the lives of 
many, and inspiring even more.

“All my life I’ve thought I was fat and ugly,” Susan tweeted 
during her impressive ten-week run. “I feel beautiful for the first 
time. Schmaltzy maybe. But true and bloody brilliant. It’s not just 
about dancing for me. It’s life-changing.”
@SusanCalman

2&3  Rose and Rosie

Climbing up three places from last year’s 
Power List are YouTube stars Rose and 
Rosie, who have had an incredible 2017. 
The year has seen them tour the UK and 
US, interview stars like Camila Cabello and, 
if that wasn’t enough, they’ve also won 
several awards, including Summer in the 
City Vlogger of the Year and a BBC Radio 
1 Teen Award for Best British Vlogger. We 
can only imagine what 2018 will bring.
@RoseEllenDix @RoxeteraRibbons

4 Heather Peace

DIVA’s music editor and Radio DIVA co-host 
and co-producer, musician and actor 
Heather Peace is also patron of Diversity 
Role Models, Albert Kennedy Trust and 
Manchester Pride. This year, she and wife 
Ellie brought home two special gifts for 
their two-year-old Annie: twin girls Jessie 
and Lola.
@heatherpeace

5 Munroe Bergdorf

She might have been dropped as the face 
of L’Oreal due to comments on social 
media reported out of context by the Daily 
Mail, but social activist and model Munroe 
Bergdorf has emerged victorious, landing a 
deal with British make-up firm Illamasqua, 
as well as columns with publications includ-
ing the Evening Standard and DIVA.
@MunroeBergdorf
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6 Phyll Opoku-Gyimah

As well as being a much-loved DIVA 
columnist, “Lady” Phyll Opoku-Gyimah 
juggles her day job at PCS Union with her 
responsibilities as executive director of 
UK Black Pride and trustee of Stonewall. 
The last year saw her hard work recog-
nised at the European Diversity Awards 
in November, where she picked up the 
Vodafone Campaigner of the Year award.
@MsLadyPhyll

7 Kezia Dugdale MSP

The former leader of the Scottish Labour 
Party hit the headlines several times this 
year, most recently for her decision to head 
into the jungle as a contestant on ITV’s I’m 
A Celebrity, Get Me Out Of Here. Dugdale 
responded to the criticism, explaining the 
opportunity to speak to people who might 
not previously have engaged with politics 
was too good to pass up, and pledged to 
donate her salary for the time she was 
down under to the Rock Trust, a charity 
working with homeless young people.
@kezdugdale

8 Nicola Adams

Last year was a good one for Nicola Adams, 
but 2017 has been arguably even better. 
Not only has the double Olympic gold me-
dalist gone professional, winning her first 
bout over Argentina’s Virginia Carcamo 40-
36, she’s also written a book, signed a deal 
with skincare brand E45 and got engaged 
to fellow boxer Marlen Esparza. And if that 
wasn’t enough, the “smiling assassin” also 
bagged an OBE for services to boxing. Well 
done that woman.
@NicolaAdamsOBE

9 Lucy Spraggan

When she’s not been on the road touring 
her brilliant album, Dear You, former X 
Factor contestant and two-time DIVA cover 
star Lucy Spraggan has spent much of the 
year at home with wife Georgina and their 
foster children. Earlier this year, she told 
us that she’s managed to convert them all 
into fans, and that everyone who has come 
to stay with them has “left with a signed 
album”. Winning!
@lspraggan

10 Claire Harvey

In February 2017, paralympian and inclusion 
expert Claire Harvey took over from Suran 
Dickson as the chief executive of Diversity 
Role Models, beating off competition from 
over 70 candidates. On her appointment, 
Harvey said: “This is more than a job role 
for me. It is a tangible chance to make a 
better future for the young people within 
our LGBT community.”
@harveysprout

11 Sandi Toksvig

She had big boots to fill – taking over Bake 
Off presenting duties from the much-
loved duo Mel and Sue, but boy did Sandi 
Toksvig rise to the challenge. Her on-screen 
partnership with Noel Fielding was such a 
hit that Channel 4 has signed them on for 
another year, and we’re already excited to 
see what delicious treats they have in store 
for us next time.
@sanditoksvig
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12 Mhairi Black MP

The member of parliament for Paisley and 
Renfrewshire South has had a strong year 
both in and out of Westminster. Passionate 
and outspoken, she is never afraid to 
criticise the government or the opposition, 
and has been tipped as the next Nicola 
Sturgeon. While she says it’s not a future 
she sees for herself, people from across 
the political spectrum were delighted to 
see her return to parliament after June’s 
surprise general election, with a majority 
of 2,541.
@MhairiBlack

13 Clare Balding

Bona fide national treasure Clare Balding 
sees out 2017 with some new accolades 
under her belt: British LGBT Awards 
Broadcaster of the Year being one of them. 
On her win, Balding, who was also named 
in the top 10 most influential women in 
sport, told DIVA: “As a community, as a 
family, as a group of friends, I think it’s re-
ally important that we support each other. 
And if one can do that with champagne and 
glitzy dresses then hey, great.”
@clarebalding

14 Adele Roberts

BBC Radio 1 DJ Adele Roberts has had 
an active year. Not only did she run the 
London Marathon in an incredible three 
hours and 36 minutes, she also took part 
in the UK’s highest freefall abseil from the 
ArcelorMittal Orbit in London’s Olympic 
Park alongside girlfriend Kate Holderness 
to raise money for Barnardo’s. Following 
the nail-biting 80 metre descent, Roberts 
said: “I went from feeling terrified to feeling 
exhilarated. It was incredible.”
@AdeleRoberts

15 Jane Hill

BBC newsreader Jane Hill has barely 
stopped in 2017. As well as her day job as 
one of the main presenters on BBC One 
and the BBC News Channel, she’s been 
busy hosting events including the Diversity 
In Media Awards and writing a column in 
DIVA. Her hard work was recognised in 
April 2017, when she won Broadcaster of 
the Year at the DIVA 250 Awards.
@JaneHillNews

16 Sue Perkins

She might have chosen not to “follow the 
dough” to Channel 4, but 2017 has still 
been jam-packed for Sue Perkins. As well as 
presenting shows, including The Big Spell 
and Chimp Rehab, she also wowed audi-
ences with her trip to the Ganges and 2018 
promises to be just as fruitful after it was 
announced she and Mel would be fronting 
a remake of The Generation Game. 
@sueperkins

17 Sarah Garrett

CEO of SPM Group, Sarah Garrett is the 
co-founder of the hugely successful British 
LGBT Awards. Her commitment to diversity 
and inclusion was recognised in January 
2017 when she received an MBE in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Honours List.  
@SarahGarrettSPM
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18 Kiki Archer

If 2017 is anything to go by, the future is 
bright for best-selling lesfic author Kiki 
Archer. As well as ranking in the Guardian’s 
Pride Power List and being named as a 
finalist in the Lambda Literary Awards and 
the DIVA 250 Awards, she also won the 
DIVA Literary Award for Romance and has 
set up a new production company with 
fellow lesfic author Jade Winters. We can’t 
wait to see what they have up their sleeves.
@Kikiarcherbooks

19 Val McDermid

Celebrated crime writer Val McDermid’s 
newest book hit the shelves in 2017. The 
latest in the Tony Hill and Carol Jordan 
series, Insidious Intent has been described 
as the best-selling author’s most expressive 
and emotional novel to date and saw the 
Scottish novelist receive a well-deserved 
gong at the DIVA Literary Awards in 
Birmingham back in November.
@valmcdermid

20 Hannah Bardell MSP

PinkNews’ Politician of the Year, Hannah 
Bardell also picked up a commendation 
for Politician of the Year at Scotland’s 
ICON Awards. As well as standing up for 
LGBT people in parliament, the Livingston 
MP also hosted a documentary for the 
BBC’s Victoria Derbyshire show to mark 50 
years since the partial decriminalisation of 
homosexuality in England and Wales.
@HannahB4LiviMP

21 Amy Lamé

London’s Night Czar published a book this 
year: From Prejudice To Pride: A History Of 
LGBTQ+ Movement.
@amylame

22 Paris Lees

Currently writing her memoir which is due 
to be published by Penguin.
@parislees

23 Sophie Ward

Actor currently starring in the theatre 
adaptation of A Judgement In Stone.
@sophieannaward

24 Victoria Broom

Different For Girls star who will be appear-
ing in the ITV drama Marcella in 2018.
@victoriabroom

25 Ruth Hunt

Chief executive of Stonewall and vice chair 
and trustee of Shelter.
@ruth_hunt

26 Tanita Tikaram

Singer-songwriter who appeared on the 
cover of DIVA in February 2017.
@tanita_tikaram

27 Elly Barnes

Founder of Educate And Celebrate who 
received an MBE in 2016.
@elly_barnes

28 Vicky Beeching

Writer, broadcaster and former DIVA 
columnist, currently writing her memoir.
@vickybeeching

29 Jacquie Lawrence

 Writer and producer of Different For Girls.
@jac_lawrence

30 Mary Portas

Broadcaster, presenter and author.
@maryportas

31 Jacqui Gavin

Diversity and inclusion lead at the 
Department for International Trade.
@jacqui_gavin

32 Reeta Loi

Co-founder of Gaysians, publishing director 
at Burnt Roti and DIVA columnist.
@r_e_e_t_a_

33 Ruth Davidson MSP

Leader of the Scottish Conservative Party.
@RuthDavidsonMSP
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34 Liz Carr

Actor, comedian and disability 
rights activist.
@thelizcarr

35 Alison Camps

Co-chair of Pride In London.
@AliCamps

36 Lianne Sanderson

Award-winning footballer.
@liannesanderson

37 Rosie Wilby

Writer, comedian and Radio DIVA  
co-producer and co-host.
@rosiewilby

38 Kayza Rose

Executive director of BlackOutLDN 
and head of media production at UK 
Black Pride.
@KayzaRose

39 Horse McDonald

Singer-songwriter and patron of 
Switchboard LGBT.
@horsemusic

40 Cindy Edwards

Founder and director of L Fest.
#CindyEdwards @LFestEvents

41 Lots Holloway

Singer-songwriter who released her debut 
EP in 2017.
@lotsholloway

42 Joanna Cherry MP

MP for Edinburgh South West and SNP 
spokesperson for Justice and Home Affairs.
@joannaccherry

43 Juno Roche

Writer, activist and patron of Clini_Q. 
Juno’s book, Queer Sex, is out in 2018.
@JustJuno1

44 Stella Duffy

Award-winning novelist and co-director of 
the arts initiative, Fun Palaces.
@stellduffy

45 Dawn Airey

CEO of Getty Images and chair of the 
National Youth Theatre.
@dawn_airey

46 Polly Shute

Development and partnership director at 
Pride In London.
@shute_polly

47 Shura

Singer-songwriter who won the Rising Star 
award at DIVA 250 in April 2017.
@weareshura

48 Sam Fox

Singer-songwriter, TV personality and 
former glamour model.
@SamFoxCom

49 Sarah Graham

Intersex activist and counsellor specialising 
in drug addiction.
@AddictionExpert

50 Alicya Eyo

Former soap actor who recently starred in 
Theatre503’s In Event Of Moone Disaster.
@Alicya75

51 Luisa Bradshaw-White

Actor who plays Tina Carter in EastEnders. 
Previously in Bad Girls and Holby City. 
@BLuisaW

52 Chardine Taylor Stone

Won a British LGBT Award in 2017 for 
Outstanding Contribution to LGBT+ life.
@misschazmatazz

53 Jen Brister

Comedian, writer, actor and Radio DIVA 
guest presenter.
@JenBrister

54 Justine Greening MP

Putney MP. Also the education secretary 
and minister for women and equalities.
@JustineGreening

55 Libby Baxter-Williams

Bi activist and editor of Biscuit, a mixed-
purpose organisation for bisexual women.  
@monstrousfemme

56 Angela Eagle MP

Labour MP for Wallasey since 1992.
@angelaeagle

57 Sarah Waters

DIVA 250 Author of the Year 2017.
#SarahWaters

58 Carol Ann Duffy

Playwright and Poet Laureate.
#CarolAnnDuffy

59 Charlie Craggs

Trans activist and author whose book, To 
My Trans Sisters, came out this autumn.
@Charlie_Craggs

60 VG Lee

Award-winning author who has published 
five books and various short stories.
@vglee_lee

   Megan Bacon-Evans and 
Whitney Bacon-Evans

Bloggers and YouTubers who married in 
September 2017.
@whatwegandid

63 Ruby Tandoh

Baker and writer whose third book, Eat Up, 
will be published in 2018.
@rubytandoh
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64 Shelley Silas

Playwright and patron of Diversity 
Role Models.
@shelleysilas

65 Rebecca Root

Best known for playing Judy in the BBC 
Two sitcom Boy Meets Girl. 
@rebeccaroot1969

66 Cathryn Wright

Managing director of Stonewall.
#CathrynWright @stonewalluk

67 Anna Richardson

TV presenter, best known for fronting 
Supershoppers and Naked Attraction.
@AnnaRichardso

68 Julie Wilson

CEO of Optimus Cards, which won a 
Startup of the Year award in 2016.
#JulieWilson

69 Kaite Welsh

Journalist, author and DIVA books editor 
who published The Wages Of Sin in 2017.
@kaitewelsh

70 Inga Beale

CEO of Lloyd’s of London who advocates 
bringing your whole self to work.
@IngaBeale

71 Alice Arnold

Former BBC Radio 4 newsreader and wife 
of Clare Balding.
@alicearnold1

72 Ali Berryman

Chief operating officer at Barclaycard UK 
and Diversity Role Models trustee.  
@beenaberry75

73 Zoe Lyons

Stand up comedian and panel show regular.
@zoelyons

74 Pratibha Parmar

Award-winning writer, director and 
film producer.
@kalifilms

   Helen Richardson-Walsh 
and Kate Richardson-
Walsh

Hockey playing couple who won gold 
together at Rio.
@h_richardson8 @katewalsh11

77 Nicole Faraday

Actor, best known for playing Snowball 
Merriman in the ITV drama Bad Girls.
@Nickyfar

78 Suzi Ruffell 

Comedian and podcaster, who hosts Like 
Minded Friends alongside Tom Allen.
@suziruffell

79 Sara Geater

Chief operating officer at All3Media and 
chair of the Pact Council.
@geater_sara

80 Moud Goba

One of the founding members of UK 
Black Pride.
@MsMGoba

81 Baroness Barker

Liberal Democrat peer and House of Lords 
LGBT spokesperson.
@LizBarkerLords

82 Margot James MP

The first openly lesbian MP in the 
Conservatives, representing Stourbridge.
@margot_james_mp

83 Sam Truelove

Lieutenant commander in the Royal Navy.
@samfish01

84 Jordan Gray

Writer and aspiring comedian who ap-
peared on The Voice in 2016.
@Talldarkfriend

85 Meg-John Barker

Writer, therapist, activist and academic spe-
cialising in sex, gender and relationships.
@megjohnbarker

86 Annie Wallace

Award-winning trans actor, best known for 
playing Sally St Claire in Hollyoaks.
@anniewallace

87 Trudy Howson

LGBT Poet Laureate, highly commended at 
the DIVA Literary Awards 2017.
@lgbtpoetlaureat

88 Daisy Reeves

Banking partner and LGBT champion at 
Berwin Leighton Paisner.
#DaisyReeves @BLPLaw

89 MIRI

Singer-songwriter, live music promoter 
and activist.
@miriofficialuk

90 Boom Macleod

Former editor of g3 magazine. Now opera-
tions and events director for SPM Group.
@that_boom_ting

91 Melanie Rickey

Fashion editor and consultant, married to 
Mary Portas.
@fashedatlarge

92 Michelle Hardwick

Soap actor who plays Vanessa Woodfield 
in Emmerdale.
@ChelleHardwick

93 Justine Smithies

Trans activist, patron of the LGBT History 
Project and co-chair of Grampian Pride.
@JustineSmithies

94 Cressida Dick

Commissioner of the Met Police, and the 
first woman to take charge of the service.
#CressidaDick @metpoliceuk
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95 Sue Sanders

LGBT campaigner and chair of Schools Out 
and LGBT History Month.
@suesanders03

96 Vicky Jones

Ex-Royal Navy, songwriter, and bestselling 
author of Meet Me At 10.
@VickyJones7

97 Wanda Goldwag

Non executive chair for the Office of Legal 
Complaints, LSE
@wandagoldwag

98 Fizz Milton

Former BBC producer, now working on the 
hit web series Different For Girls.
@fmiltonw3

99 Kelly Hendry

Casting director for film and TV who has 
worked on shows including Lip Service 
and Broadchurch.
@KVHendry

100 Emma Woollcott

Legal director at Reputation Protection, 
Mishcon de Reya LLP.
@ecwoollcott
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1 Nicola Sturgeon

First Minister of Scotland 
who publicly apologised for 
historical convictions for same-
sex offences.
@NicolaSturgeon

2 Denise Welch

DIVA 250 Ally of the Year, and 
star of Boy Meets Girl and 
Different For Girls.
@RealDeniseWelch

3 Sinitta

Pop star who performed on the 
Radio DIVA Women’s Stage at 
Pride In London.
@sinittaofficial

4 Laurie Brett

Actor best known for her 
roles on EastEnders and 
Waterloo Road.
@LauriebrettX

5 Kay Burley

Newsreader and TV pre-
senter, best known for anchoring 
Sky News.
@KayBurley

6 Dawn Butler

Shadow secretary of state for 
women and equalities who 
established the new LGBT+ 
diversity board.
@DawnButlerBrent

7 Victoria Derbyshire

Journalist and broadcaster who 
highlights LGBT issues on her 
BBC show.
@vicderbyshire

8 Saira Khan

Loose Women regular, won 
OutNews Global’s Journalist of 
the Year at the EDAs.
@IamSairaKhan

9 Lorraine Kelly

National treasure and TV 
presenter who promotes 
awareness of LGBT issues on 
her programme.
@reallorraine

10  Annie Lennox

Pop icon and longtime activist, 
campaigns for LGBT rights and  
HIV awareness.
@AnnieLennox

Clare Balding and Alice 
Arnold

Entered a civil partnership in 
2006 and were married in 2015.
@clarebalding @alicearnold1

Jake Graf and Hannah 
Winterbourne

Trans activists who were engaged 
in September 2017.
@JakeGraf1 @hannahw253

Jacquie Lawrence and 
Dawn Airey

Couple who split their time 
between New York and London.
@jac_lawrence @dawn_airey

Kate and Helen 
Richardson-Walsh

Appeared together on Sky 
Sports’ My Icon: Rainbow Laces.
@katewalsh11 @h_richardson8

Mary Portas and Melanie 
Rickey

One of the first UK couples to 
convert their civil partnership 
into a marriage.
@maryportas @fashedatlarge 

Nicola Adams and Marlen 
Esparza

Boxing’s premiere couple. Nicola 
proposed in spring 2017.
@NicolaAdamsOBE @
Marlen112Boxing

Sophie Ward and Rena 
Brannan

Had their first wedding ceremony 
in 2000, long before same-sex 
marriage was legal.
@sophieannaward @
Rena_Brannan

Stella Duffy and Shelley 
Silas

Attended Stella’s OBE ceremony 
together as wife and wife.
@stellduffy @shelleysilas

Sue Perkins and Anna 
Richardson

Anna revealed on Loose Women 
that she is considering adoption.
@sueperkins @AnnaRichardso

Whitney and Megan 
Bacon-Evans

The first lesbian couple to appear 
on the UK version of Say Yes To 
The Dress.
@WhatWeganDid

Top 10 Allies Power Couples
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Lianne Sanderson is a force of nature, 
both on and off the football pitch. 
The gifted striker, who signed for 
Arsenal at the age of nine, has built an 
illustrious career playing for both UK 
and international teams and earning 50 
caps for England. Now that’s undoubt-
edly impressive – I can barely manage 
foot-to-ball contact without falling flat 
on my arse, but the thing that wows me 
the most about Lianne, apart from her 
trademark blonde mohawk, is her take-
me-as-I-am, no-bullshit attitude. She’s 
not afraid to say it how it is, whether 
discussing her sexuality, her career or 
what she really thinks about the FA.

“People don’t expect me to be so 
nice,” she chuckles when we talk on the 
phone. “They get these preconceived 
ideas and then they’re like, ‘Actually, 
you’re alright.’” Having met Lianne 
twice, I can confirm that she’s more 
than alright. She’s bloody great and I for 
one am very glad to have her playing 
for our team.

Open-hearted, outspoken and 
fiercely loyal, she’s an ideal LGBT role 
model. It’s not surprising that the 
south Londoner was voted the DIVA 
250 Sports Personality of the Year last 
spring. In fact, the sparkling awards 
ceremony at London’s Café de Paris was 
the first time our paths crossed. I have a 
vivid memory of her looking dapper and 
chuffed to bits in a polka dot blazer and 
a grin that stretched from ear to ear. “It 
was one of the proudest moments of 
my career because the award was for 
being myself. I fell into this role of LGBT 
ambassador because there’s not many 
of us out there. Sometimes parents 
write to me and say they didn’t quite 
understand their daughter or son, but 
seeing how I live my life makes them 
understand it more.” She’s grateful 
that her own coming out experience 
was relatively painless. “My family is 
unbelievable. I didn’t grow up feeling 
trapped. I had boyfriends. Not many, 
but I always felt happy when I was with 
a guy, and then it just so happened that 
when I got to about 20, I felt like trying 
something new and I preferred it!”

She’s currently completely loved 
up with American soccer pro and 
sports model, Ashley Nick. The pair live 
together in New York, after meeting 
three years ago playing for the same 
team in Cyprus during the off-season. 
“To be honest, Ash avoided me for the 
first month! I thought she hated me and 
Ash hasn’t got any hate for anybody. 

She’s the most loving and caring and 
happy person you’re ever gonna meet. 
It turned out that she had this crush 
and she couldn’t articulate those 
feelings because she’d never been with 
a girl before.” Did Lianne harbour her 
own secret crush too? “I thought she 
was beautiful, but I just thought she 
wasn’t into girls. People laugh when I 
say this, but my objective in life isn’t to 
turn every straight girl into being with 
me! I enjoyed her aura because she’s so 
positive and very spiritual.” They began 
spending more time together, making 
the most of the Mediterranean climate 
with sunrise trips to the beach. Before 
they knew it, they’d fallen head over 
heels. “We’ve been inseparable since.”

Lianne, unlike Ashley, was no rookie 
at romance with a teammate, having 
previously been engaged to another 
player. “After my last relationship, I 
didn’t want to be with someone in foot-
ball. When we broke up it was rough. 
We both played on the same team and 
there was a lot of drama.” Despite her 
initial reservations, there are definite 
advantages to dating a fellow athlete. 
“Ash realises how important football 
is to me, and at least we can work 
out together!”

Ashley’s support has been vital, par-
ticularly while Lianne’s been recovering 
from the serious knee injury she got 
playing for the Western New York Flash 
last year. “She’s put her whole life on 
hold for me. She was gonna go and play 
in Norway. Someone can say they’ll do 
anything for you, but it’s not until you 
actually need them that you realise it.” 
She compares enduring a major injury 
as a professional sportswoman to “a 
really bad break-up”. “You go through 
different stages. There’s a grieving pro-
cess. Football’s my life, and it has been 
since I was five years old, so to have that 
taken away has been difficult.”

Rehabilitation isn’t the only ordeal 
she’s had to contend with. In response 
to ex-England women’s manager Mark 
Sampson’s racist bullying of striker Eni 
Aluko, Lianne took a stand for justice 
and for one of her best friends. In 2015, 
Eni says Sampson told her to make sure 
her Nigerian family didn’t bring the 
Ebola virus to Wembley. He also report-
edly asked mixed-race player Drew 
Spence how many times she’d been 
arrested. The complaint was investi-
gated by the FA, but to no avail. “Eni 
got left hung out to dry and I wasn’t 
gonna allow that to happen.” Despite 

Eni “getting death threats” and them 
both receiving vicious “abuse on social 
media”, Eni pursued her case, with 
Lianne appearing as a key witness in the 
inquiry, in which Sampson was found 
guilty. The FA has now apologised and 
stated that there is “much to learn from 
this episode”.

I ask Lianne how it’s affected her 
relationship with the team. “It’s one of 
those things people don’t really talk 
about, but how can you not talk about 
one of the biggest things that’s hap-
pened in the FA’s history? If you’re not 
willing to stand up for what’s right then 
you’re not really my friend anyway.” She 
adds, with a touch of sadness, “There’s 
some people I’ve known for 15 years. 
We’ve grown up together. It was found 
that Eni and I were telling the truth, so 
why should we be ostracised? None of it 
makes any sense. Hopefully the FA can 
learn from this.” I wonder if there’s any 
chance she’ll play for England again. “I 
can’t really see that being the case. It 
would take a lot for me to go back. I just 
hope it gets better for everyone else 
and for the future of the game.”

While racism is still a disturbing 
reality in the football industry, Lianne 
doesn’t think being out has ever 
negatively affected her career. She’s 
sympathetic though to those who 
choose to stay in the closet. “A lot of 
the time they feel like they’re gonna 
lose endorsements, but if someone 
wants to drop me because I’m gay then 
they don’t deserve to have me.” She ad-
mits it “would be completely different” 
if she were a gay or bi male footballer. “I 
totally understand why they don’t come 
out because there’s no guaranteed 
protection. I hope that in the future 
footballers can come out and feel 
supported. I don’t think people realise 
what a difference it can make. I literally 
get letters from people saying me being 
out saved their life. That sounds drastic 
and dramatic but it’s true.”

So what does 2018 have in store for 
the DIVA Sports Personality of the 
Year? She’s just a few weeks from being 
given the all-clear to return to her 
beloved game and her excitement is 
palpable. This bubbly, powerhouse 
player clearly isn’t built for sitting on 
the sidelines. She’s bursting with energy 
and purpose and can’t wait to be 
unleashed on the pitch once more.  
“I just want to be happy, playing 
football. Wherever the sun’s shining, 
that’s where I’ll be.”

“Parents 
tell me 
they didn’t 
understand 
their 
daughter 
or son, 
but seeing 
how I live 
my life 
changed 
that”
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FOOTBALLER LIANNE SANDERSON IS IN A 
LEAGUE OF HER OWN, DISCOVERS ROXY BOURDILLON
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As a fresh-faced 18-year-old starting 
university in Newcastle, I decided I 
quite fancied joining a sports society. 
But after arriving at hockey trials and 
being scared off by the team’s (far) 
superior skills, I realised I needed to 
turn my attention to something more 
“beginner-friendly”. Enter climbing. 
Not hanging-off-towering-rock-faces 
climbing, but indoor climbing – the 
warmer, fuzzier version.

With equipment readily (and 
cheaply) available for hire, an “all abili-
ties welcome” vibe and the very real 
prospect of a post-climb pint, I was in. 
Had there been an LGBT club like Not 
So Trad at my university, I’d have been 
doubly in. 

NOT SO TRAD
Lynn Liu is the membership officer 
for Not So Trad (notsotrad.org) and 
has been a member for eight years. 
“We might be based in London, but 
we have members in the Lake District, 
Sheffield, the West Country, Brighton 
and further afield,” she tells me. “Over 
the years, we’ve had members move 
on from London, but many remain in 
touch and still join us on our outdoor 
trips around the UK – something we 
run pretty much every weekend during 
the UK climbing season, which starts 
around late April and runs through to 
October. We also keep things going at 
the end of the season by going abroad 
to Italy, Spain, France and new places.”

WHAT’S YOUR STYLE?
Lynn tells me that when Not So Trad 
first started it was very much focused 
on “trad climbing”, the traditional, 
British style of climbing which uses 
ropes and other climbing gear. As 
2018 sees the club celebrate its 10th 
anniversary, members’ climbing 
preferences are much more varied. 
“Bouldering has become a lot more 
popular in the last few years, with 
bouldering-only venues opening 
across the UK,” says Lynn. “It’s the 
more accessible climbing style – it’s 
how I got into the sport. The great 
thing about it is that you don’t need 
much equipment to get going, just 
shoes and a bag of chalk. It’s very 
beginner-friendly. To be a confident 
climber though, it’s good to try 
different styles. Bouldering is great 
for improving strength and tech-
nique, where as rope climbing builds 
endurance.” 

IT’S NOT ALL CHALK, 
SWEAT AND TEARS
As well as keeping fit, I have to admit 
I got just as much out of the social 
side of climbing. It’s a great sport for 
anyone – beginner or experienced, 
young or old – who finds themselves 
living in a new city. Though the 
commercial image of climbing evokes 
images of young, white, cisgendered 
men clinging to rock faces with their 
tops off (any excuse), in recent years 

high profile, professional female climb-
ers, people like Shauna Coxsey MBE 
and Hazel Findlay, are attracting even 
more women to the sport. “Climbing’s 
quite new and still a little bit alterna-
tive so the people who are involved are 
generally quite open-minded. It’s not 
traditional and blokey, like football can 
be. At Not So Trad we generally have 
more women on our outdoor trips, 
whereas for our indoor meets, there 
tends to be more guys. Whoever turns 
up though, there’s always a really nice 
vibe about the club. You can meet a lot 
of people just hanging out in the cafe 
at the wall.”

LGBT SPACES 
On top of climbing more often than 
not being inclusive in terms of gender 
and age, Not So Trad has the added 
luxury of being LGBT-inclusive. “For 
me, personally, it’s been the easiest 
way to meet other LBT women,” says 
Lynn. “Meeting people through a com-
mon hobby can be one of the most 
natural ways to make friends. Spending 
a day out climbing together means you 
get to know that person really well, 
something you don’t really get if you’re 
on a night out. It’s also an alternative 
to meeting people on the scene or 
where alcohol is involved. Being part 
of an active LGBT sporting community 
helped me to feel comfortable with my 
sexuality and I think that’s still very, 
very important.”

“Climbing 
isn’t a team 
sport so 
you can 
tailor it to 
your own 
ability”

Not so trad: 
climbing 101

DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE 
AND LGBT 
CLIMBING 
CLUB, NOT 
SO TRAD, ON 
WHY CLIMBING 
COULD BE THE 
PERFECT NEW 
(YEAR) HOBBY

 44  JANUARY 2018

| FEATURES | CLIMBING 101 |



BEST THING?
“My favourite thing about climbing? 
It always takes you to really beautiful 
places. The Peak District, The Lake 
District; places even walkers and 
ramblers don’t get to see.” 

FANCY IT?
Not So Trad holds beginner’s nights 
– designed for those who’ve not yet 
squeezed their feet into a pair of 
climbing shoes – throughout the year. 
“It all depends on what someone 
wants to try. If they want to try rope 
climbing, we’d usually pair them up 
with two sports climbers, so there’s 
always someone there who will look 
after them and make sure they’re safe. 
With bouldering, it’s a little more 
relaxed. We usually boulder together 
as a small group and give each other 
tips and advice as we go. The great 
thing about climbing is that because 
it’s not a team sport, you can always 
climb to your own ability.”

NOT SO TRAD’S TOP TIPS
What do I need to bring climbing?

To start, all you need is clothes that you feel comfortable moving around in. 
Think yoga or workout gear. You can hire all the climbing-specific equipment 
you’ll need (harness, shoes, belay plate) at the climbing wall.  
I’m interested and I’m London-based, what do I do now?

If you’re a beginner, drop Not So Trad an email to arrange joining us for 
one of our indoor beginner’s nights at The Castle Climbing Centre in north 
London. These are taster sessions and run four to five times each year.
I’m interested and I’m not London-based, what do I do now?

Contact your local climbing centre to see when they hold their 
beginner’s nights. Alternatively, if you have a friend who’s an 
experienced climber, they can often sign you in as a guest at their 
wall and supervise you until you’re ready to become a fully fledged 
member yourself.
What if I have climbed before?

If you’re an experienced climber, congrats! Our main meet is 
weekly and year-round on Thursday evenings at The Castle, 
often followed by a swift social in the local pub. There’s also 
a regular Sunday bouldering meet at The Arch Climbing Wall 
in Bermondsey, London.

Details of Not So Trad’s 
10th anniversary 
celebrations (did 
someone say 
International LGBT 
Climbing Festival?) 
will be published 
on the Not So Trad 
website and Facebook 
page later this year. 
For details visit 
notsotrad.org.
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I’m standing in a dark alleyway 
somewhere in north London, my finger 
hovering over the buzzer in front of 
me. There’s a dance class here on a 
Thursday evening and some other 
version of myself – one I’m hating right 
now – has signed up for a trial session. 
But I’ve suddenly been hit by a wave 
of nausea and I can’t bring myself to 
press it.

Nervous isn’t the right word – fucking 
terrified is more accurate. It’s not that 
I don’t like dancing – far from it. I love 
cutting shapes on a sticky dance floor. 
But I dance ironically, like your dad, in 
dark bars and clubs and surrounded 
by friends. I don’t dance seriously. And 
I definitely do not dance in front of 
people who can actually dance. What 
was this other me thinking?

I contemplate turning round and 
heading for the tube. I’ll send my 
apologies, tell them I was ill. But at 
that moment someone opens the door 
and before I can stop them, my legs 
are walking me in there. Traitorous 
bastard legs.

Even once inside and signed in, I’m 
still thinking of a way to get out of this, 
when I see a group of women waiting 
outside one of the studios for a ballet 
class to finish. “Is this the GMDC?” I ask 
sheepishly, half hoping they’ll say no 
so I can leave, safe in the knowledge 
that I tried. But they say “yes”, all 
smiling, stretching out their arms for 
handshakes. There’s no way out now, I 
think despondently.

We make small talk until the class 
finishes and kids in tutus file past us, 
making their way home – where I wish 
I was right now – and before I know 
it, we’re lining up facing the mirrors. I 
feel another wave of nausea about to 
crash down, but my self-indulgence is 
interrupted by a woman called Leanne 
who, reading the anxiety on my face, 
asks: “Is this your first time?” I nod, a 
nervous laugh escaping. “Don’t worry,” 
she says, patting my shoulder. “I’m 
dyspraxic, so there’s no way you’ll be 
worse than me!”

I feel the nerves dissipate further 
as the other class members introduce 
themselves with smiles and waves. 
Maybe it’ll be ok after all. 

Soon the music starts, and within 
a couple of minutes any nerves or 
feelings of self-consciousness are com-
pletely gone. The teacher is encourag-
ing and patient, and the rest of the 

class couldn’t be more welcoming. I’m 
not the only novice here – there are all 
abilities and none, a variety of fitness 
levels and body types, which makes me 
feel much more comfortable.

We’ve got a sweat on by the time 
the warm-up finishes, and the teacher 
starts walking us through some of the 
steps we’re going to learn today – the 
start of a routine to I’m Every Woman 
by Whitney Houston. It might be a 
beginner’s class, but some of the foot-
work is tricky, and I’m amazed that I’m 
keeping up. Not only that, but I don’t 
fall on my face once, and by the end of 
the class I’m a bit gutted it’s over.

Launched recently by the Gay Men’s 
Dance Company, a London-based 
dance group who have been running 
men’s classes for almost two years, 
this class is part of the first term of 
women-only sessions, and judging by 
the turnout the evening I went along,  
it won’t be the last.

So why now? Alex Scurr from 
GMDC told me: “We saw the impact 
we made in the gay male community – 
how much our classes help people to 
adjust, to fit in, to overcome insecuri-
ties and social anxieties, and just 
inserting more fun and silliness into 
people’s lives. We thought, why should 
we restrict that just to men? Women 
could get something out of this too.

“After doing some research, it 
seemed that there was even less out 
there for women in the community. 
Fewer social groups, events, bars… we 
thought we could make a difference 
within the lesbian community, create 
a space for women to meet in person, 

make friends and exercise in a safe and 
enjoyable way.”

I tell Alex how nervous I was, 
something which might stop others 
from going along, but he assures me 
that no matter your ability, there’s a 
place for you at a GMDC class. “Our 
general level class is perfect for begin-
ners,” he says. “We teach things slower 
and encourage members to speak up 
if they want to go over something 
again. Once people have been with us 
for a few terms or have had previous 
experience, we also have an advanced 
class that will push them a bit more if 
they want.”

But it’s not just about the dancing, 
says Alex. GMDC is about community 
– something I saw for myself when 
I attended the class. “We create a 
safe space where members can be 
themselves and feel welcomed and 
supported,” he explains. “We arrange 
various socials too, from brunches, 
theatre trips and pub quizzes to nights 
out, sports days and much more. We 
aim to assist all members to integrate 
into their class, make friends and 
have fun. We’re so much more than 
just a hobby or class – we’re a family! 
We even have a handful of GMDC 
couples and cannot wait for the first 
GMDC wedding.”

Heading back out into a chilly 
autumn night, I’m almost dancing to 
the tube station. I’m no Whitney 
Houston, but one thing’s for sure: I’ll 
never hear I’m Every Woman the same 
way ever again.

Interested? Sign up now at thegmdc.com.

“I’ll never 
hear I’m 
Every 
Woman the 
same way 
again”

CARRIE LYELL 
SASHAYS HER 
WAY OUT OF 
HER COMFORT 
ZONE AT A 
NEW WOMEN’S 
DANCE CLASS

Ready for action: Carrie’s GMDC group
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It’s been five years since Sally Walton won 
a bronze medal as part of Great Britain’s 
women’s hockey team, but she’s not hung up 
her stick just yet. DIVA spoke to her about 
what’s she’s been up to since retiring, and 
how she’s encouraging people of all ages to 
get into the sport.

DIVA: Thanks for chatting Sally. First off, 
do you still play?
SALLY WALTON: I’m still playing sport, just 
not at an international level anymore. What’s 
great about sports people is we don’t just 
retire and disappear, we keep going and try 
and drive other people into the sport. In my 
case, I’m now a coach at a local club.

How was the transition from winning 
medals at the London Olympics to getting 
back into local sport?
Coming from a sport which isn’t as well 
known as football and rugby, your whole 
career has been all about getting people 
into that sport. The success of Rio and 
London has meant that more and more 
people want to get involved in hockey, and 
that keeps people like me in a job! I get as 
much pleasure out of doing that now as I did 
playing internationally.

How did you get into hockey?
I was a bit of a tearaway as a kid, and a 
tomboy. I used to play football with my 
brother and, on one occasion, I hurt my ankle 
so much so that I couldn’t kick a ball. My 
mum said to me: “Well you’re not staying in 
and wrecking the whole house!” Soon after 
that, a couple of family friends suggested 
taking me along to a local hockey club. That 
was when I was aged seven and I’ve not 
stopped since.

When did you begin to take the 
sport seriously?
I actually kept on playing football, but it 
eventually got to the point where I had to 
choose one over the other. In terms of the 
football league I was playing in, I was at 
the top, playing against your Arsenals and 
a lot of senior England players. In the end, 
my choice was based on the fact that at the 
time, hockey was an Olympic sport, whereas 
football wasn’t.

What was the most surprising thing about 
taking part in London 2012?
With most sports, you don’t come together 
as a multi-sport tournament very often. The 
Commonwealth Games and Olympics tend to 
be the only occasions, so I found that really 
eye-opening. We were very close to people 

like Chris Hoy – just completely different 
sports, individual sports, and watching other 
athletes’ preparation. On top of that, a lot of 
sports people come to the village, do their 
event, finish, party and then go home. For us, 
it was almost like being in university halls! We 
were there for the whole event. It ends up a 
little like Freshers’ Week as people start party-
ing after their events. Thankfully though, we 
managed to stay very focused [laughs].

And the atmosphere at the Olympics, what 
was that like?
It’s very uniting. You come together under 
the Team GB flag and it puts the people who 
are earning tens of thousands of pounds 
together with those playing at an amateur 
level. So we had Ryan Giggs, who was com-
peting for Team GB football, talking to us 
about watching our performance and telling 
us, “Good luck with your game today”. It just 
really levelled the playing field and made it 
feel like you were all part of one big team. 

Has your sexuality ever been an issue in 
your professional life?
Never. With hockey, it’s really just a non-
issue. We are, as a group, around each other 
so much that you know the ins and outs 
of everybody’s lives anyway. It’s like being 
around 31 of your sisters and it’s just not an 
issue. I’m also not defined by my sexuality, 
but if people want to ask then I’m comfort-
able talking about it. Sports are played by 
so many different types of people: short, 
tall, big, black, brown, whatever. If you play 
hockey it shouldn’t, and it doesn’t, matter. 
It’s hard when you look at other sports 
and things are different. In 2017, it really is 
a shame.

Why did you decide to retire from interna-
tional sports?
I retired about nine months prior to the Rio 
Olympics with a knee issue which wasn’t 
going to allow me to train at the intensity 
I needed to. The experience is tinged with 
sadness, but looking back I’m very happy that 
I got to see friends achieve what they did 
[winning gold in Rio], and that I was the one 
who opened the door for myself to leave the 
game professionally.

How does it feel looking back on your 
career now?
On a day-to-day level it feels like a world 
away, but then there are constant reminders 
that bring you right back into it. Talking to 
people about it and seeing the impact that 
it has had on others takes you right back 
to that moment. There’s definitely a sense 
of moving on and using that experience to 
do good in other areas, and that’s how my 
personal training business Podium Fitness 
23 came about – that desire to use my 
experience as an elite athlete and put it into 
something bigger and better.

Tell us more about Podium Fitness 23.
It started slowly, which it always does with 
your own business. You put every single 
hour, every fibre of yourself into it and now 
we’re starting to reap the rewards and it’s 
doing really, really well. We have a core 
base of clients and it’s now selling itself 
through word of mouth. People who’ve been 
through the programme already, their results 
speak volumes.

What would you say to readers who might 
be thinking, “I wish I’d taken up hockey 
when I was younger”?
With hockey, and sport in general, there 
is no deadline on when you can start. 
Anything that you can do to get involved 
in sport or in something that increases 
your self-esteem and your health is worth 
going into at any age. In the UK, we have 
a programme called Back To Hockey and 
it targets just that crowd, which is either, 
“Oh, but I’ve gone off and had children”, or, 
“I chose a career path”, and it’s really just 
sessions to get those women back into the 
sport and to show them that it’s never, ever 
too late. You might be rusty, but you’ve still 
got it!

And finally, do people – like I just did – 
always tell you about their hockey playing 
school days?
People always say to me, “Oh, when I was at 
school…”, and they were either the person 
who used to hit people, or they didn’t play 
because they were the one who got hit in 
the face! To be honest, I’d much rather be 
hit with a hockey ball than pluck my 
eyebrows. You desensitise to getting hit 
with a hockey ball, but plucking your 
eyebrows? It’s just so intense! [Laughs].

To find out more about Sally’s personal training visit 
podiumfitness23.com. 
For more on Back To Hockey programmes 
visit englandhockey.co.uk.

“Sports are played by so 
many different types of 
people: short, tall, black, 
brown, whatever”
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DANIELLE MUSTARDE CHATS TO 
HOCKEY CHAMPION SALLY WALTON 
AND FINDS OUT IT’S NEVER TOO 
LATE TO GET OUT ON THE FIELD

Levelling 
the playing 
field
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“I could fall in love 
with anybody”
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54 RAE MORRIS 
The singer-songwriter talks 
to us about love and life 56 LUCIE BARÂT 

”Everyone inspires someone. 
We’re all rock and roll”
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PITCH PERFECT 3
Directed by Trish Sie

The Bellas are back! This female-fronted comedy franchise is a smash hit at the 
box office, proving that films about women can be profitable. You hear that, 
Hollywood? Fan favourites Rebel Wilson, Anna Kendrick and Elizabeth Banks 
are reunited for more hilarious antics and catchy cover songs. Plus there’s the 
aca-mazing addition of Ruby Rose, (OITNB, xXx: Return of Xander Cage, your 
raunchiest fantasies), who plays a singer in a rival band who hates everything 
about the Bellas. Aca-ouch. It’s not all perfect harmony within the group either 
as Becca is offered a record contract on her own. Will she ditch her sisters and go 
solo? See it to find out.
In cinemas now

I GOT LIFE
Directed by Blandine Lenoir

A witty and wonderful feminist comedy 
starring Agnès Jaoui, I Got Life is a smart 
and joyous observation of motherhood, 
friendship and femininity. Aurore is a 
middle-aged woman sidelined, struggling 
and dreading growing old, who soon 
learns to embrace change when she 
meets someone who makes her feel 
sexy again. A beautiful piece of European 
cinema, Lenoir’s sophomore feature is an 
honest, hilarious and touching celebration 
of womanhood, and a reminder that life 
doesn’t end when the menopause starts.
In cinemas March 2018

THE PARTY
Directed by Sally Potter

A deliciously dark comedy starring Kristin  
Scott Thomas, Emily Mortimer, Patricia 
Clarkson and Cherry Jones, if you haven’t 
caught The Party in cinemas yet then 
make sure you get it on DVD when its 
released in February. Scott Thomas is 
marvellous as fast-rising politician and 
dinner party host Janet, but we’re here for 
bickering couple Martha and Jinny, played 
by Jones and Mortimer. Warning: might 
put you off parties for life.
Out 19 February

FESTIVAL
LSFF
London Short Film Festival has announced its 2018 
programme, with a particularly strong showing for LGBT 
and BAME content. Celebrating its 15th year, LSFF runs 
from 12-21 January, and we’re particularly excited about 
New Queer Visions, a special screening of LGBT shorts at 
Moth Club.
Find out more at shortfilms.org.uk

DVD RELEASE
ROUGH NIGHT
Experience a wild night out in Miami 
without leaving the comfort of your couch 
with Rough Night on DVD and Blu-ray. This 
hilarious comedy stars Scarlett Johansson, 
Kate McKinnon, Ilana Glazer, Jillian Bell and 
Zoë Kravitz and will have you lolling all the 
way to next Christmas.
Out 26 December

BY CARRIE LYELL & 
ROXY BOURDILLON 
(FILM) AND DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE (ONLINE)

SHORT
SIGNING OUT
Two women, still recovering 
from the end of their relation-
ship, unknowingly see the same 
therapist years later and are 
forced to come to terms with 
what really happened. A short 
but (bitter) sweet film by Dana 
Brawer.
danabrawer.com/signing-out

INSTAGRAM 
ERIKA LINDER 
Looking for some andro wardrobe 
inspiration? Then follow Swedish 
model and Below Her Mouth star, 
Erika Linder. Alternatively,  
if you’ve not watched Below Her 
Mouth, drop everything and log 
onto Netflix IMMEDIATELY.

instagram.com/richiephoenix

PODCAST 
ALANIS MORISSETTE 
You oughta’ know (geddit?) that 
Alanis Morissette has her own 
podcast. Each “conversation with” 
sees the singer-songwriter chat 
to an expert on themes such as 
healing and recovery. If you’re 
feeling philosophical, this one’s 
for you. 
alanis.com/podcasts

online
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BY KAITE WELSH

FICTION 
A MORE 
PERFECT 
UNION
Carsen Taite

If the current 
occupant of the 
White House 
is getting you 
down, indulging 

in Taite’s political romance might just 
take your mind off things. Fans of Scandal 
might want to take notice of this as 
well – D.C “fixer” Rook Daniels could go 
toe-to-toe with the Olivia Pope character, 
and she’s queer to boot. When she takes 
the case of Major Zoey Granger, media 
darling turned Pentagon hotshot, they 
have to team up to contain a scandal 
that could take down everything they 
hold dear, as well as battling with their 
attraction to one another.
Bold Strokes Books, £7.50

FICTION 
NO 
DOMINION
Louise Welsh

Welsh has already 
established herself 
as a top-notch 
thriller writer.  
And the conclusion 

of her Plague Times trilogy delivers an 
explosive climax to a series that has 
upped its stakes again and again.  
Her description is vivid and her dialogue 
crackles off the page. Unusually for the 
final book in a series, it works perfectly as 
a stand-alone – but when the preceding 
two are so good, treat yourself and buy all 
three at once. Just don’t expect to be able 
to sleep peacefully afterwards… 
John Murray, £7.99 FICTION 

HEARTS LIKE HERS
Melissa Brayden

If the new year makes you want a fresh start, join the club.  
In Melissa Brayden’s hugely enjoyable new novel, Autumn Primm 
spends her days dreaming about a new life, whilst Kate Carpenter 
is trying to escape her old one. When Kate shows up in Autumn’s 
Venice Beach coffee shop, they’re both about to get what they 
want. Kate is in California for a break, but can Autumn convince 

her to stay? We know the answer before they do, and yet the journey they take is both 
delightful and heartbreaking – the perfect blend of sun and sea to liven up a chilly 2018.
Bold Strokes Books, £7.50

FICTION 

LONG-DISTANCE COFFEE
Emma Sterner-Radley

Modern romantic fiction has a few well-loved tropes that keep readers coming 
back for more no matter how often they’ve read a similar set-up. Long-distance 
relationships, meeting on social media, falling in love over cups of coffee – 
things that have become staples of our real life relationships are elevated to a 
deus ex machina in fiction. And Emma Sterner-Radley’s Long-Distance Coffee has 
all three. Insomniac fitness guru Erin meets CEO, turned writer, Isabella during 
a sleepless night online and finds an unexpected connection. Despite their differ-
ences, it turns into a standing date – every night at midnight they talk online 
over cups of coffee, and friendship turns into more. Ylva is rapidly becoming the 
go-to name in lesfic, and with authors like Sterner-Radley, you can see why.
Ylva Publishing, £7.50
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Rae of sunshine
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W
ithin seconds of meet-
ing Rae Morris I know 
this is going to be a fun 
interview. Tucked away 
in the corner of a trendy 

north London cafe, she’s unassuming 
but radiant, smiling broadly and often, 
bare-faced and fresh from a yoga ses-
sion. “It sounds like a proper douchey 
day!” she laughs apologetically.

Rae is notable as an interviewee 
because she asks questions, as well as 
answering them: “Where are you from? 
I picked up straight away that you’ve 
got an accent.” I’m a Leeds lass and 
Rae’s from Blackpool so we bond over 
being Northerners in the big smoke.  
“If you come across anyone with a 
twang, you’re like, ok, this is gonna 
work.” Both suitably reassured that 
we’re getting on famously, we order 
lunch and crack on.

I’ve wanted to interview her ever 
since I discovered that her debut 
album, 2015’s top ten hit Unguarded, 
was partly inspired by her first big 
love with fellow female singer-
songwriter, Karima Francis. I played 
the album on repeat when it first 
came out – “Thanks for the Spotify 
hits!” – entranced by the intimate 
emotional landscapes Rae conjures 
up with her otherworldly voice. She 
started working on it when she was 
just 17 years old. Despite having played 
the piano since the age of four, it was 
Karima who opened her eyes to mak-
ing music as a career option. “I didn’t 
really know what a singer-songwriter 
was. I saw her on Jools Holland and I 
was like, ‘I want to do that, but I’ve no 
idea how. I haven’t written any songs, I 
don’t believe in my voice’. I met her and 
she taught me song structure. Then it 
all seemed a little bit more possible.” 
Although they’re no longer in touch, 
Rae’s quick to stress how grateful she 
is for Karima’s “early mentoring”. She 
describes their formative two-year 
relationship as “very, very intense”, 
adding, “It will always be there. We’ve 
all got those cuts”.

She’s come a long way since she 
embarked on that first album, a “naive” 
teenager perched at the piano in her 
parents’ house. Her unique sound has 
earned her critical acclaim and the 
chance to perform everywhere from 
the Park Stage at Glastonbury – “a 
really special moment” – to BBC Radio 
1’s Live Lounge. What inspires her 

distinctive style? “It was when I first 
figured out that there were females 
out there that had interesting voices. 
When I first heard Cat Power I was like, 
‘What on earth is this voice?’ Feist was 
a big pre-pubescent time. Joni Mitchell, 
the classic songwriters, but also Björk 
and Kate Bush and Tori Amos – all the 
ladies. I’ve got nothing against male vo-
cals, but I just don’t connect as much.”

Right now, Rae’s focussed on her 
soon-to-be-released sophomore 
offering, Someone Out There, much of 
which was co-written with singer-
songwriter Fryars. She’d previously col-
laborated with him on tracks, including 
Cold (“Your hips never wave when you 
walk”) and by the end of recording the 
new album, they were a couple. “There 
was a lot of undercover tension. 
There’s a song called Lower The Tone. 
It’s kind of sexy. We were not together 
at that point, but I think it wouldn’t 
have had its magic spark if we hadn’t 
been feeling, ‘Ooh, this is all getting 
a little bit heated.’” Given her history 
with musos, is it fair to assume she has 
a type? “You know what, I’m starting 
to wonder whether that is a thing. 
They’re not similar people. The first 
relationship, I was young and it was 
my first love so it was a whirlwind and 
crazy, but in a slightly negative way. 
This is way more grown-up. It feels like 
the right kind of madness.”

Her first album was, “without trying 
to be or thinking about it”, an explora-
tion of her sexuality. Her recent single, 
Reborn, is an invigorating development 
on that theme. “It was written at an 
inbetween time. I was single for three 
years after going out with Karima. 
I was accepting that I had had this 
big relationship with a woman. Well 
ok, what does that mean? Does that 
mean that I now should only continue 
relationships with women? Reborn was 
like, what now? How do I figure out 
what my next move is? It should be a 
rescue point for anybody that needs 
it. You totally can reinvent yourself 
at any time. I definitely had a bit of 
a reinvention.”

For Rae, that included accepting 
her own fluidity. “I do feel like I could 
fall in love with anybody. I’m very 
open to any human beings. Bisexual 
is an appropriate term if it needs one, 
but perhaps it doesn’t.” I’m saddened 
to learn she’s cautious to identify as 
bi because she’s “heard people say 

it’s better to choose one way or the 
other”. “People like to put people in 
boxes. People don’t like the inbetween 
place, but I think it actually means 
you’re very comfortable with who you 
are. We put too much pressure on 
correctly labelling things. I’m just me.”

She states simply that between the 
two albums she “grew up”. “The new 
album is a lot more open. It’s more of 
an accurate view of me and what I’m 
about, zooming in on small moments, 
snapshots. On one song, I’m on a night 
out. In another song, I’m with someone 
in the bedroom – this one is a tale 
about someone close to me and what 
they’ve been through.” Someone Out 
There is her “first openly sexy album”. 
“I really found a different point for 
my sexuality, so even playing it to my 
parents is a bit ‘I hope they don’t think 
this is too much!’”

A creative force to be reckoned 
with, in addition to making stunning, 
increasingly steamy music, Rae writes 
poetry, sketches and paints (look out 
for her artwork on the album sleeve). 
“The newest thing is movement. It felt 
like a good time to get away from the 
piano a bit so I started doing move-
ment classes. I dance on stage now. It’s 
a new experience, more like having a 
night out, which I never do. It’s just re-
ally fun and fills me with good energy.” 
She offers me some of her courgette, 
pea and feta soup – “It would be a nice 
bonding exercise,” she suggests. Has 
she always been so friendly? “You’d 
have to ask my parents. I think I was 
always a bit annoying, a bit precocious, 
a bit boisterous.”

A bit lovely more like. She’s not 
annoying in the slightest. Rae is one of 
those rare treasures – super talented, 
but without a super-sized ego to 
match. Is she an ambitious person? 
“Yes,” she grins. “I wasn’t very 
ambitious at first because I was like, 
‘This is so amazing, if this is all I get to 
do then great’. But as time’s pro-
gressed I’m like, ‘Forget that!’ I wanna 
play stadiums and do cool, creative 
stuff. Gigging’s always the thing for me, 
the way I equate moments of success. 
A big tour would be amazing. I’d love 
to play America, Australia… Not asking 
for much!”

Rae’s new album Someone Out There is 
out 2 February, followed by a UK tour in 
March. For dates, visit raemorris.co.uk.

“We put 
too much 
pressure 
on labelling 
things. I’m 
just me”

SINGER-
SONGWRITER 
RAE MORRIS 
ON MUSIC, 
LOVE AND 
SEXUAL 
FLUIDITY 
WORDS ROXY 
BOURDILLON
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It’s a sunny and crisp November after-
noon in London, and I’m heading to a 
pub in Borough Market to meet Lucie 
Barât. The Brighton-based writer, poet 
and musician is sipping a brandy when 
I arrive, looking cool as a cucumber in 
a black Fred Perry polo shirt and grey 
jeans. I order a pale ale and we get 
down to it.

DIVA: Poetry, screenwriting, music… 
you do it all. How do the processes 
involved in creating each differ?
LUCIE BARÂT: You spend a bit of time 
in one discipline. I did loads of poetry, 
and then I did Little Episodes [using 
art to de-stigmatise depression and 
addiction], and then books. It was all 
about using poetry to say stuff. But 
then my songs are bastardised poems 
anyway, so it’s not dissimilar. I might 
have a melody idea, but usually it’s 
the lyrics. TV’s my day job – but that’s 
very different because you’ll come up 
with a whole world, characters and a 
story you want to tell. It’s a lot easier 
because then I package it down and 
give it to my agent, and my agent 
matches me with producers. Whereas, 
with the music, I’m driving a lot of it 
myself because you need to know 
where you want to place that and how 
you want it to sound. I guess it’s a bit 
different. I’m always doing music and 
writing, TV writing. Poetry’s when I get 
an extra breath.

How is this new solo project differ-
ent from being in a band? And is 
it quite exposing, having just your 
name attached to it?

The idea of doing it solo meant it was 
purely my output, but then I didn’t just 
want a load of session musicians. Not 
that I’ve got anything against session 
musicians but I thought, if you’re going 
to be on the road, it’s just nice to 
have that unit. So I keep saying “we” 
and “us”, but it’s not. I signed a solo 
deal. I was offered my first solo deal 
years ago, and I didn’t take it because I 
wanted to be in a band. But because of 
who my brother is [Carl Barât from The 
Libertines], it gets mentioned so many 
times anyway, that you’re just like, fuck 
it. Put it out there.

The music industry has changed 
so much since you were in The Fay 
Wrays, and you’ve said there’s “too 
much music” these days. How do 
you break through all the noise on 
the internet?
It’s all about who’s got the most money 
to put into branding. That’s always 
been the case, but the exciting acts are 
the ones that break through regard-
less on a grassroots level, and that’s 
something that Spotify has enabled 
people to do. But then people find 
ways of capitalising on that, and labels 
will buy their artists’ plays, Facebook 
likes, listens. You have to really look 
to see what’s genuine. You can’t fake 
the amount of likes on a comment or 
followers per month…

Or people at a gig…
Yeah, exactly! That’s the thing. You’ll 
go to a gig and there will be five people 
even when they’ve got 250,000 likes. 
I really don’t get it. It has to translate 
as bums on seats, otherwise what’s the 
point? The rest of it is just a narcissistic 

mirage, isn’t it? I haven’t bought any 
likes or anything, and it wouldn’t make 
a huge amount of difference because 
they’re not going to be engaging with 
you or your music.

Let’s go back to your childhood. How 
did those early years shape the kind 
of artist you are now?
Poetry came from my vast periods of 
existential angst as a teenager and 
beyond. Looking back, I understand 
what my blocks were, what my anger 
with the world was all about. Whereas 
at the time, it was just a massive need 
to express myself. That was the only 
way to make any sense of anything. 
Without being really wanky, it’s about 
making a noise and putting your 
interpretation back out there for other 
people. Any time that I was struggling 
in my life, I was actively searching for 
people that had a similar experience. 
I wanted to be told it was not just me. 
Coming through the other side of all 
those experiences I want to say, “I got 
through it, it’s normal...”

Is angst still something that drives 
you? I hate that tortured artist 
thing, but...
It’s true, but it’s dangerous because 
you can actually push too far and end 
up in a flat hell land where you’re stag-
nant, where there is almost nothing. 
The healthy side of that is when you’ve 
got fight and a “fuck you” attitude. 
My biggest thing was not knowing 
where I fitted, so I had to turn inwards 
to identify myself. I couldn’t identify 
with anything around me; I didn’t fit in 
anywhere. I felt judged. And so I pulled 
everything out from inside me and 
that was with poems, with song lyrics. 
And the same with TV and film writing. 

“I was 
actively 
searching 
for people 
with a 
similar 
experience. 
I wanted 
to be told 
it was not 
just me”

“�We’re�all�rock�
and�roll”

CARRIE 
LYELL MEETS 
WRITER, POET 
AND MUSICIAN 
LUCIE BARÂT
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You create a world where you, in your 
fantasy, would be read or understood.

Why did you feel judged? Because of 
your sexuality?
That was part of it. It was definitely 
not ok to be gay if you were going into 
film and television, at all. Not when 
I came out of drama school in the 
early noughties. Back then I met a lot 
of really letchy old producers and it 
was really archaic, the way it worked. 
It was very much the sugar daddies 
that ran the budgets and the movies. 
It was horrific. And also, things were 
really different then. There was only 
the Candy Bar and if you didn’t like 
or identify with any of the women in 
there then you were fucked [laughs]. 
So then you think, “I don’t want to be 
gay. I don’t want to”. Because of the 
maelstrom of issues that come with it. 
I was really angry at men constantly 
thinking they could cure you. That kind 
of thing. I was a very angry and wild 
youngster. And so I did turn to writing 
shit down. 

Has the culture of TV and film 
changed much since then?
There are still a lot of white, middle-
aged men making the decisions. But 
then there are a lot of brilliant female 
producers too. I’m working with Stella 
Duffy’s Saz Martin books at the mo-
ment, alongside two female producers 
and Stella, so that’s an awesome team 
of women writing about women. There 
are three protagonists and they’re all 
gay. That would never have happened 
even a couple of years ago. We took 
the project to a station who passed 
on it because it was a gay protagonist, 
and that wasn’t that long ago. So the 
fact that it’s now been optioned and 
we’ve started developing it is quite a 
lot of progress. 

Have you had any issues in the music 
world? People advising you to keep 
your sexuality quiet?
When I was younger, definitely. I was 
going to sign this whole deal that I basi-
cally sabotaged because a lot of it was 
around that, not mentioning I was gay, 
and I wasn’t really up for any of that. 
The last gig I played ended in a labori-
ous hour after the show with this one 
man constantly asking if I was definitely 
gay and why I’m married to a woman. 
There is that shit on a daily basis, but 
less so from the powers that be.

You clearly don’t have any problem 
being out. But a lot of people still 
do. Do you feel a responsibility to be 
visible in your art for those people 
who perhaps can’t?
I spent years struggling with my sexual-
ity and coming out. Now I have a circle 
of friends that I could only have wished 
to have when I was younger. I would 
never hide it because that’s insulting 
to my wife, for one thing. That’s the 
reason I write gay characters, because 
it means that TV programme would ap-
peal more to me and perhaps I would 
have gone through a lot less pain if I’d 
realised that there were people like 
me being represented and respected 
and accepted in the world. I really, 
really did struggle. I can’t tell you why, 
because I think other people would 
say, ‘We would have been ok’. But it’s 
a massive thing to deal with when it’s 
not everywhere and it’s a decision 
that you have to make about yourself. 
People think it’s about them. But it’s 
not. It’s about you and it’s about how 
you see yourself fitting into society 
and what society gives back to you. 
We need all shapes and sizes, ages, 
everything – on TV, in music, in writing. 
Everybody needs to be represented 
and accepted. I’d feel awful if I was 
hiding that. I’d feel like a fraud.

Your new single, Take Me Away, 
is about growing up and realising 
there’s more to life than getting 

wasted. What would your younger 
self make of who you are now? 
Sunday garden centre visits aside – 
actually, I haven’t done that, I’m just 
using that as an analogy [laughs]. I 
did find myself outside Lidl before it 
opened the other Saturday. That has 
never happened before! I hope that I’d 
give the younger me some comfort, 
in being assured. I was feisty and 
loud, but I was not sure of myself. I 
was scared of the world and I didn’t 
know where I fitted, and I was naive 
and stupid and all of those things. I’d 
hope that I’d feel a little bit comforted. 
There are a few things I wouldn’t be 
so happy about. Maybe a few clothing 
choices... [laughs].

Queuing outside Lidl isn’t how I 
imagine most rockstars live…
Isn’t that created by white middle-aged 
men, rock ’n’ roll? The whole image? 
That’s just execs wanting to relive their 
youths through young men in leather 
jackets, from my experience. I think 
rock and roll’s an attitude, isn’t it? I’m 
going to go buy some patchoulis, fuck 
yeah! Not being confined by whatever 
the norm is, that’s rock and roll. As 
long as you’re happy, you’re getting by, 
you’re doing what you need to do, 
you’re enjoying life, you’re inspiring 
others... everyone inspires someone. 
We’re all rock and roll.

Lucie’s debut single, Take Me Away, is out now.

“You  
create 
a world 
where you, 
in your  
fantasy, 
would be 
read or  
understood”
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BY HEATHER PEACE

CAITLYN SCARLETT
Meet rising star Caitlyn Scarlett, a singer who has amassed six 
million streams on Spotify, and who has collaborated with some of the biggest 
artists and producers in the industry. Her forthcoming EP, Red Tape, Vol. 2, is 
due very soon, but in the meantime have a listen to the hauntingly emotive 
Happy When to whet your appetite. Of the track, Caitlyn says: “Living in a 
world where pop culture, media and advertisers encourage us daily to feel 
insufficient and unattractive, combined with the multidimensional meat-
market of the dating scene today, Happy When is the study and confession of a 
compulsion I think most can relate to.”

SINGLE
GEORGIE
Hard Times

Check out Mansfield troubadour Georgie and her new 
single, Hard Times. It’s a beautifully stripped-back 
track with a sparse piano arrangement, allowing the 
listener to hear her rich, powerful vocals and deft 
songwriting. Interestingly, Georgie had a promis-
ing career as a professional footballer before she 
discovered the guitar – lucky for us, as she’s a real 
musical talent to watch out for. 

DISCOVERS
DIVA

SINGLE 
KATEY BROOKS
Will She

Singer-songwriter Katey Brooks 
has a unique sound that 
epitomises the culturally 
diverse environment 
in which she grew 
up. Born to musical 
parents and raised 
between Bristol, 
London and Arizona, 
the Independent 
Music Award finalist 
has been compared to 
legendary artists such as Joni 
Mitchell, Sandy Denny and John Martyn. Will She is 
the first track to be taken from her second album, We 
The People, and is warmly and thoughtfully produced 
with a sound reminiscent of days gone by. 

VIDEO OF THE MONTH
KAT FRANKIE
Bad Behaviour

Sydney-born/Berlin-based Kat Frankie’s 
single Bad Behaviour is taken from the 
upcoming LP of the same name, out in 
February. With a sound not dissimilar to 
the likes of HAIM and St. Vincent, this is 
rhythmically complicated and sophisti-
cated pop. I love the video for its inclusive 
simplicity, and the track is awesome.

SINGLE
ARK
Made For Us

This single introduces the ethereal yet 
bold and revealing vocal of ARK. Made 
For Us is a beautiful piano-based track, 
a striking debut which has earned 
comparisons to London Grammar, Maggie 
Rogers, Låpsley and even Kate Bush. Fond 
of writers such as Leonard Cohen and T.S. 
Eliot, ARK’s lyrics are truthful, making 
public what is most personal. I adore this 
and can’t wait to hear more.

| CULTURE | MUSIC REVIEWS |
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BY CARRIE LYELL

| CULTURE | TV REVIEWS | 

GRACE AND FRANKIE
If you’re feeling down post-Christmas, we’ve got something to cheer you up: 
Netflix’s much-loved comedy Grace And Frankie is back for a fourth season. 
Marta Kauffman and Howard J. Morris’ critically acclaimed series, which stars 
Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin, returns in January and sees our leading ladies forced 
to acknowledge the realities of growing older. The season also looks at the issues 
that can be thrown up in a friendship when a new person enters the fold – in this 
case, Lisa Kudrow, who plays third wheel Sheree. Get bingin’.
19 January, Netflix

WHAT WE’RE WATCHING
CORONATION STREET
Those famous Weatherfield cobbles have come over 
all lesbian and we can’t get enough. Kate Connor 
and Rana Nazir’s intense storyline came to a steamy 
head earlier this month in what some fans have 
described as the “best moment in soap history”. One 
fan also said: “Rana and Kate’s story is proof that you 
can have a compelling story without 
homophobia, 
racism or sexism. 
It was just about 
two people who 
fell in love 
and couldn’t 
help it.” 
More #Kana 
please, Corrie 
bosses!
Weekdays, ITV

WE CAN’T WAIT FOR
THE GOOD PLACE
Life hasn’t been the same since The Good Place 

went off on its holidays. We’ve gotten so used to 
spending time with Eleanor, Chidi, Tahini, Jason, 

Janet and Michael that we haven’t been sure 
what to do with ourselves without them. But 
fear not, fro-yo fans, because Michael Schur’s 

hit comedy returns for the second half of season 
two in January. Winter blues, be gone!
Streaming now on Netflix

COMING SOON
THE BRIDGE

Smash-hit Scandi noir The Bridge returns 
for its final crossing in 2018. BBC Four’s 
highest ever rated drama moves over to 
BBC Two for its final instalment, which 
sees Sofia Helin and Thure Linshart reprise 
their roles as Saga and Henrik in a heart-
stopping conclusion that will test the 
limits of their personal and professional 
relationship. Ooft.
Coming soon to BBC Two

ON THE WEB
PSUSY

Billed as New Zealand’s answer to Broad 
City, PSUSY, the “what-the-fuck-was-that” 
web series, is back for a second season.  
So join the PSUSY Posse and come hang 
out with the outrageous and inappropri-
ate Karen and Sharee. Just make sure you 
put the kids to bed first, yeah?
Streaming now on YouTube

NEWS
THE X FILES

After a short 10th season, the gods of TV 
have blessed sci-fi fans by deciding the 
truth is still out there. Iconic duo Mulder 
and Scully return following last season’s 
thrilling finale. We’re so excited… mostly 
to have Gillian Anderson back in our lives.
Coming soon to Channel 5

PICK
OF THE 
MONTH
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62 “Teams welcome 
female players  
with open arms”

62 SOFTBALL 
Hitting a home run 
with the London Raiders 64 COMMUNITY RIFTS? 

Now, more than ever, we 
need to come together

61



Hear terms like “making it to third 
base”, “striking out” or “double 
play” and you might be forgiven for 
thinking we were talking about a night 
out on the pull in Soho. But there’s 
somewhere else LGBTQ women are 
scoring home runs, and that’s on the 
softball diamond.

Often described as a mix between 
baseball and rounders, and accompa-
nied by the revelation that the ball is 
not soft at all, slow-pitch softball has 
had somewhat of a recent and rapid 
rebirth in the UK. Historically, the 
sport has been played sporadically, 
and dominated by cis male players. 
It wasn’t until corporate teams, filled 
with expats, boomed in the 80s and 

90s that softball became something 
of a phenomenon here, now played by 
over 18,000 people on a regular basis.  

Elsewhere, and in the US in particu-
lar, softball has an anecdotal as-
sociation as a popular game amongst 
LGBTQ women. Now slow-pitch 
softball in the UK is predominantly 
co-ed (mixed-gender teams to us Brits) 
and played recreationally and com-
petitively in parks up and down the 
country during the summer months.

Single gender variations do exist 
but are less common, and are usually 
made up of players from the mixed-
gender teams. There are even elite 
level GB teams who represent at 
international competitions.

SO WHAT MAKES SOFTBALL 
SO APPEALING FOR OUR 
DEMOGRAPHIC?

Unlike our counterparts in coun-
tries such as the US, Canada, Australia, 
Japan or South Africa, softball is not 
a traditional school PE sport here in 
the UK – cue many newbie, or “rookie”, 
British players hitting the pitch for the 
first time in their 20s and 30s.

Its ease to pick up as a new player, 
plenty of development level opportu-
nities, and slightly lower emphasis on 
athleticism compared to some other 
sports also help, says John Boyd, CEO 
of BaseballSoftballUK (BSUK), the 
sport’s development agency. This, 
along with a healthy reputation for 
the social aspect of the game, adds 
Kat Macann, director of the Greater 
London Softball Mixed League 
(GLSML) and player of eight years, 
are often cited as reasons women 
get involved.

Perhaps because of its commitment 
to gender equality, softball in the UK 

has a reputation of a “significant 
inclusive spirit”, and a recent 

equalities monitoring study 
from BSUK reports that the 

sport delivers on page 
too; 49.2% of players 

self-identify as female 
and 12.8% as LGBT. 
The strictly enforced 
rules – such as a 50/50 
male/female line-up –
promote a level playing 
field, meaning that 
teams welcome female 

players with open arms, 
and there are plenty of 

opportunities to play at all 
levels, from recreational to 

competitive, says Macann.
Additionally, openly 

LGB women hold some of 
the top leadership positions Take me 

out to the 
ball game

KATIE 
MARGARET 
HALL 
DISCOVERS 
WHY 
SOFTBALL 
IS ONE OF 
THE MOST 
ACCESSIBLE 
SPORTS 
AROUND 
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in the sport, including the president 
of the British Softball Federation, 
Jenny Fromer, and the director of the 
Greater London Softball Mixed League, 
Kat Macann.

According to Jenny Fromer, a player 
for 25 years, the success of softball’s 
inclusivity is to do with the fact 
softball already is a “less traditional 
sport” and therefore attracts players 
who are not necessarily interested in 
“traditional sporting values”. There is 
not a significant culture of homopho-
bia that may be experienced in other 
sports. A review by the National LGBT 
Partnership exploring LGBT people’s 
experience of sport revealed that 
levels of experienced homophobia 
are high – at 62% and that half of the 
LGBT population feel alienated from 
and unable to be out in mainstream 
sports clubs. The findings from the 
BSUK equalities monitoring study 
suggests, however, that softball bucks 
this trend.

Slow-pitch softball is also home 
to one of the largest LGBTQI sports 
clubs in the UK. The London Raiders, 
who, says co-manager Wendy, a player 
of five years, have five active teams 
and around 100 members, provide a 
“safe space” for players to enjoy the 
sport and “be themselves”, to create 
a “unique and priceless opportunity 
to bring members of our community 
together to be active and social”.

All this regardless of age, playing 
experience, class, profession, location 
or gender – in Raiders there are 
players aged between 18 and over 50. 
It’s off the pitch that London Raiders 
makes a difference too, often as one 
of the largest walking groups at Pride 
in London and taking over LGBTQI 
venues around London for legendary 
parties. And softball goes beyond 
London of course, with leagues, tour-
naments and games all over the UK 

and even globally. The London Raiders 
have taken medal winning teams to the 
Gay Games and Outgames all over the 
world in the last 20 years.

And the reception of the London 
Raiders by the softball community, 
with a reputation as the “fun” team 
that can compete too, has inspired 
other LGBTQI initiatives. The annual 
Manchester LGBT tournament, devel-
oped by Luis Arrevillagas of BSUK, with 
support from Pride Sport, shows that 
the sport welcomes the positive spirit 
of diversity.

IT SOUNDS SO WONDERFUL, 
WHAT COULD BE MADE EVEN 
BETTER WITHIN THE SPORT?

A dedicated lay panel comprising 
LGBTQI players and allies, hosted by 
BSUK, has been set up to ensure that 
softball has a positive impact for 
LGBTQI players and is a safe and 
welcoming space for all. The panel is 
currently exploring a more inclusive 
version of softball to support an 
adaptation of rules and language that 
are trans and non-binary inclusive.

PLAY TIME
There are multiple ways to get involved 
in the UK – via local leagues, corporate 
teams or university clubs. The simplest 
way to find what’s right for you is to 
use the British Softball Federation 
website britishsoftball.org which lists 
opportunities and leagues around the 
country, and some guidance for those 
new to softball. Also try the team finder 
tool baseballsoftballuk.com/finder.
Players based in London wanting to 
join an LGBTQI+ team, London Raiders 
is open to new members all year round 
(although training and team selection 
takes place in the spring). Get in touch 
at londonraiders.co.uk.
If you are interested or want to get 
involved in the work of the LGBTQI+ 
panel for inclusion in softball, more 
information is available through the 
national sport development agency 
BaseballSoftballUK at tinyurl.com/
DIVAsoftball.
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 In 
the beginning there is 
shame. I am 15 and in denial. 
If I don’t desire men then 
how will I grow up to be 
real? How will I make sense 
of my place in the world? 
The word “lesbian” seems 
like it’s shutting me in 

and away from everything I’ve ever 
known. Fast forward nearly 10 years 
and “lesbian” is the word that makes 
my world so much vaster and sweeter 
and more sure. “Lesbian” is my home. 
It’s the place I’ve found refuge in; it no 
longer fills me with shame. Or it didn’t 
until recently. To be a lesbian in the 
current queer community is, it seems 
to me, to be marked with shame, to 
be thought of as shameful. This is not 
the homophobia of the straight world, 
but a different form of suspicion and 
distrust with a bitter history.

Here, in short, is what I see to be 
the problem. Lesbians are regarded 
by other queer women and non-
binary people as dangerous and/or 
unprogressive and/or exclusionary. We 
are the dinosaurs of the queer world. 
Stuck in a rut. I will not pretend that 
this is a wholly unfounded witch-
hunt – that we lesbians are perfect, 
non-oppressive and untainted by 
society’s ills. But I do think that some 
serious inter-community discussion is 
needed about the things that lesbian, 
bisexual, queer and trans women and 
non-binary people believe about each 
other. Because everyone is hurting and 
no one is listening.

Let’s start with the grievances that 
other queers hold against lesbians, 
because even though my first instinct 
when someone attacks lesbians is to 
think “not me!” and move on, I rec-
ognise that this is about as politically 
useful as voting Green in a safe Tory 
seat, not to mention deeply annoying. I 
wouldn’t stand a man #NotAllMen-ing 
me, so I’m not about to start playing 
that game either.

A couple of months ago I went on 
a first date with another cisgender 
woman. Eventually the topic of how 
we identified came up. “I’m a lesbian”, 
I said. “Oh”, she said. “I just don’t feel 
comfortable with that word... I think 
it is narrow-minded maybe? Or not 
inclusive? I just don’t like its associa-
tions. I say I’m queer.” I wasn’t sure 

and no one
is listening”
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what to say. I shifted slightly in my seat 
and took a swig of my drink. I thought 
about what she might be thinking 
about me. I moved the conversation 
on. But it stuck with me, the small 
disappointed sound of her “oh”, the 
way I suddenly felt defensive. I wanted 
to understand.

I asked Dani, a 23-year-old non-
binary bisexual person about what the 
label of lesbian evokes for them. They 
said, “I wish it weren’t this way, but 
when a cis woman identifies spe-
cifically as a lesbian I am immediately 
wary of her. I worry that cis lesbians 
will be trans-antagonistic, and so 
often they prove me right. I think any 
negative connotations I have with the 
word lesbian are based on transphobia 
I’ve witnessed from people both in my 
personal life and publicly as celeb-
rity lesbians”.

I sat with what it means that my 
identity evokes such discomfort, and 
wondered if it was akin to how white 
people feel when they get upset that 
whiteness has negative associations 
for me as a woman of colour. But that 
analogy doesn’t ring true. Lesbians 
as a class do not materially benefit 
from the oppression of trans people. 
Because lesbians also include trans 
people, and lesbian is not a privileged 
class of sexuality. Being cisgender is 
the key, not being a lesbian. It is on all 
cis people, regardless of sexuality, to 
step up and fight transphobia.

It’s hurtful that lesbians are the 
ones regarded with such suspicion, 
when the absolute vast majority of 
transphobic violence is carried out by 
straight, cisgender men. In the words 
of Anna, a 22-year-old lesbian, “Lesbian 
identity has truly, weirdly, come to be 
associated with trans exclusionary 
feminism [and] binary understandings 
of gender, which is wild to me since 
lesbians and trans women have always 
had so much in common in terms of 
living with and resisting oppression 
(and many lesbians are trans)”.

Then there is the question of 
lesbianism being seen as just kind 
of small-minded and backwards by 
non-lesbian queers. Consider this 
anecdote from a few weeks ago. I 
matched with a cute girl on Tinder 
and we set up a date. I went into the 
kitchen and told my housemate about 

it. “Oh cool! What’s she like?” they 
said. “I don’t know! She’s cute… she 
makes films!” I replied. “Yeah, but what 
are her politics like?”, my housemate 
replied. “Is she radical? Is she political? 
Or is she monosexual?” A great rush 
of blood went to my head and my 
heart started beating just a little too 
fast. “Um, you can be a lesbian and 
be politically radical,” I huffed. Then I 
went back to my room and messaged 
my lesbian group chat to vent. We call 
the group chat “Gay Club” which I think 
is quite hilarious, but I digress. “Do 
bisexuals know that being a lesbian 
doesn’t mean we are number one sup-
porters of the patriarchy or the gender 
binary or whatever?” I grumbled to my 
dykey pals. “Why do so many queers 
regard us like we’re just a bunch of 
backwards bigots?!”

My housemate’s comments had 
really got my back up, since it wasn’t 
the first time I’d encountered such 
thoughts from queer and/or non-
binary people. In my days perusing the 
queer discourse on Twitter and Tumblr, 
I have encountered many variations 
on the “being gay just isn’t queer 
enough” theme and it never fails to rile 
me. Lesbianism’s solidity in the age of 
queer fluidity seems to be a rock in the 
river of progress to some. But that so-
lidity, that woman-centred approach, 
is not a marker of our inability to be 
“open-minded”. In my view, we were 
truly – and I can’t believe I even have 
to say this or use this argument – born 
this way. We don’t fancy men and we 
don’t want to. But that doesn’t mean 
we are not committed to the struggle.

I asked Anna her thoughts on why 
non-lesbian queers might be suspi-
cious of lesbians’ political credentials. 
She said, “I think in a world that’s more 
and more attuned to multiplicity and 
fluidity, ‘lesbian’ is seen as kind of 
outdated or reductive as a term, which 
I really contest; sometimes it’s just the 
simplest word to use with a non-queer 
audience. But sometimes it’s also 
something I feel really deeply means 
something about loving other women 
in a world that shits on us... I think 
being a lesbian amongst other queers 
is a complex thing – I do feel like other 
queers have these assumptions about 
us that for me, and most lesbians I 
know, couldn’t be further from the 

truth. I fucking love bi/queer women 
and non-binary people and I feel an 
affinity with them in the same way I 
do with other lesbians. I hope that I do 
enough work making that clear and 
supporting people who are troubling 
binaries, or who are experiencing 
different kinds of oppression to me. 
Those feelings and assumptions always 
come from somewhere and I think it’s 
our responsibility to address them”.

Anna is right. Lesbians have to be 
willing to take bi/queer women and 
non-binary people’s pains seriously, 
and not just dismiss them because they 
make us uncomfortable. On the other 
hand, it is simply homophobic on the 
part of bi/queer/non-binary people to 
assume that all lesbians are transpho-
bic, or that all lesbians are apolitical 
and naive. I extend a plea to bi/queer 
women and non-binary people to take 
each lesbian they encounter at face 
value and to judge her actions rather 
than her label.

Similarly to all the lesbians reading 
this, if we are upset at the way people 
perceive our community, then we 
must do the work of reaching out to 
other lesbians who are acting in ways 
that are bringing our reputation into 
disrepute. This is my contribution to 
this. There is no space for biphobia and 
transphobia in the lesbian world. Our 
bi, queer, trans and non-binary sisters 
and siblings are not the problem. 
Heterosexism, patriarchy, capitalism – 
these are our real foes, and if we stand 
any chance against them we must 
be united.

Avoiding the word “lesbian” 
because some people associate it with 
transphobia and biphobia will not 
solve the problems of transphobia and 
biphobia. Lesbian is not a dirty word. 
It’s a wonderful label with a rich and 
important history and a hopeful and 
necessary future. We cannot let a 
contingent of women hell-bent on 
equating gender to genitalia and 
obsessing over “gold star” notions of 
gayness taint lesbianism for us. Cis 
lesbians and bisexual women and trans 
women have been united in political 
struggle since the dawn of scissoring, 
so let’s make sure that continues by 
being a little more thoughtful and 
considerate about the way we treat 
each other.

“Lesbian is 
a label with 
a rich and 
important 
history”

IT’S TIME 
TO HEAL 
OUR INTER-
COMMUNITY 
RIFTS, SAYS 
KESIENA BOOM
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We find out about the loved ones cheering on some of 
our favourite sportswomen. Words: Roxy Bourdillon

More information on p4 
divadigital.co.uk

The footballer appearing in My Icon on Sky 
Sports, discussing how her mum gave her the 
encouragement to get started, and her kids 
give her the motivation to keep going
“There were no girls’ teams where I grew up in Essex. You were 
always told as a young girl that girls couldn’t play football, 
shouldn’t play football. But my mum wasn’t of that belief. She 
would say, ‘If you’re good enough, you can play’ and she found 
me a team – and it was a boys’ team I played for.

“The most important role model I am now is to my children.  
I want them to look up to me and be proud, and be proud of their 
mum as a footballer, but most importantly as a person.”

“Lizzie has always been my strength, but 
going away to play college basketball meant 
that I had to say goodbye and I just wasn’t 
ready. I gave up the game I love. Everybody 
thinks I came home to take care of her but she 
was the one helping me, getting me out of the 
worst rut of my life. She gives me perspective.

“If you close your eyes and you can’t hear 
anything and wind comes across your face and 
blows your hair, it makes you feel a certain 
way. To her, it’s just pure joy and it’s incredible 
to watch something that simple make her so 
happy. She brought me back. I can remember 

that first time I touched the ball again and that love was right there. I’ll step outside 
after a rough practice, feel the wind and it’s like, ‘Oh, there you are, Liz’. Liz has taught 
me so much. You don’t focus on what you don’t have. You celebrate what you do.”

“He hates it when I say this, but my dad 
didn’t actually want me to play football. 

When I was five years old, my dad was 
playing for a local team. I knew that one of his 

teammates had a boys’ team so I’d say, ‘Dad, I wanna play for his team’. And he’d 
say, ‘Alright darlin’, I’ll ask him next week’. He wanted me to play golf or tennis.  
So do you know what I did? I went and asked him myself. I scored the winning goal 
in my first game. My dad wouldn’t come to the games because he had his own 
games, but one day his game got cancelled. He came to watch me and from that 
moment on he never missed a game.”

The footballer and DIVA 250 
Sports Personality of the 
Year revealing that her dad, 
who is now her biggest 
fan, wasn’t always so keen 
on his daughter’s passion. 
Read our full interview 
with Lianne on page 42

“Alright, my name is Martina Navratilova. I’m here to talk to… actually 
I’m going to talk to you. Julia, I have something that I’ve been wanting 
to ask you for a while. We are here in this amazing stadium – Arthur 
Ashe, civil rights pioneer, Billie Jean King, another civil rights pioneer 
– and I’ve kind of been fighting for gay rights. I can’t do this in Florida 

yet, but I can in this fabulous 
state of New York. We’ve been 
together for over six years and 
I cannot imagine the rest of 
my life without you. So Julia 
Lemigova, would you please 
do me the honour and one 
day soon – this is falling off – 
please marry me. Please marry 
me? It’s a yes, no or maybe?”

ELENA DELLE DONNE

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA

CASEY STONEY MBE

The basketball pro speaking about 
her sister Lizzie, who is blind and 
deaf, in short film For The Wind

The legendary tennis player proposing to her long-
term partner Julia Lemigova live on TV during 
the 2014 US Open tennis championships

Families that 
play together

LIANNE SANDERSON
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“From day one my mum taught me how to fight, for the right things, like my life, equality and 
fairness for all, in a world weighed against so many, whilst finding my place in the world. She was 
my greatest supporter and hardest coach, never accepting second best from me, while always 
showing unconditional love, teaching me that there was a reason for all of the adversity that I 

had faced and would in the future.
“Even though she’s not here anymore, I still hear her voice 

when enduring those 14-hour days, working and training 
for the Paralympics. That seemed so brutal a task, her 

firm, but loving voice saying, ‘get on with it and bring 
me back that medal!’

Thanks for all of it mum, you were the 
real legend.”

“I’ve no doubt that Malcolm was gay or bisexual and I 
know he was heartbroken when his relationship with 
Rex was broken off. 
Malcolm was also very 
protective towards 
other people who 
might be criminalised 
at that time because of 
their homosexuality. 
It is so interesting 
because today there 
is still prejudice, but 
we have taken a 
massive leap forward. 
I wish I could’ve 
met Malcolm.”

Kate: “We know each other better than 
anybody else in the team. When we look 
at each other we see all the ups and downs 
in minute detail. I burst out crying when I 
hugged Helen. It was so momentous to have 
gone through all that. It was almost like it 
flashed before my eyes.”
Helen: “We’ve seen literally every struggle 
that we’ve been through as an individual and 
we’ve known that each of us has wanted to 
become an Olympic champion for so long. 
To finally realise that and to do it together is 
really special.”

KATE RICHARDSON-WALSH OBE AND 
HELEN RICHARDSON-WALSH

The sports broadcaster being interviewed 
by What’s On TV about her great-
grandfather, who she discovered was 
secretly gay or bi while she was filming 
the BBC show, Who Do You Think You Are The England Hockey teammates opening 

up to DIVA about the moment they 
became the first same-sex couple 
to win Olympic gold together

The Paralympic wheelchair basketball player telling DIVA about the 
impact her mum’s support had on her career, and her life

“We met in a restroom in 2007. She was a 
runner and was being escorted by doping 
officials. She thought I was a boy and said, 
‘What is a boy doing in here?’ ‘I’m not a boy. 
You think I’m lost? You think I can just walk 
in here?’

“We were in denial. She had a past. She 
had a boyfriend. She was trying to deny being 
in love with a woman... She is someone I can 
rely on. Through thick and thin.”

The double Olympic gold medal boxer talking to 
the Guardian about her mum, Dee, who took 
multiple jobs to support the cost of her training, 
and who she credits for her whole career
“If my mum hadn’t taken me [boxing] by mistake, I 
wouldn’t have thought for one second I was going to be 
a boxer. She’s the reason I ended up boxing. It was all 
for my mum. I always promised her I was going to be 
the best.”

CASTER SEMENYA

The Olympic gold runner describing 
how she met her wife, Violet 
Raseboy, in Being Caster Semenya

CLARE BALDING OBE

NICOLA ADAMS OBE

ANN WILD OBE
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Jules and I met online in 2009. I sent 
her a message and got the reply: “I 
know who you are” (stalker). It turned 
out we’d both gone to the same univer-
sity! From day one we both spoke of 
our desire to start a family one day.

Jules and I were married in January 
2012. We started trying for a family not 
long after through a brilliant clinic in 
Manchester. Where Jules was keen to 
experience being pregnant, I had no 
urge to carry myself, and have never 
felt the need to be genetically related 
to my children so we ruled out egg 
sharing and started with IUI (intrau-
terine insemination). After three failed 
attempts, we moved onto IVF (in vitro 
fertilisation) and a different unknown 
donor. Choosing a donor is the most 

bizarre shopping experience I’ve ever 
had. We poured over profiles until we 
were blue in the face, but in the end, 
settled on the one who just “felt right”.

IVF was a challenge and despite 
being terrified of needles, Jules 
went the full way and 19 eggs were 
successfully collected. All but one 
of those fertilised and after five days 
we were back in the clinic for a fresh 
embryo transfer. Unfortunately, that 
didn’t take, but we were lucky enough 
to have six embryos which were of 
good enough quality to freeze. After a 
couple of failed single frozen embryo 
transfers, we started to lose hope 
and began thinking that once all of 
our embryos were gone we’d head off 
on a big holiday before starting the 

adoption process. Neither of us wished 
to go through egg harvesting again. If 
it didn’t work this time, it just wasn’t 
meant to be.

I knew Jules was pregnant within 
days of the embryo transfers. Not only 
was she moaning about everything 
“stinking”, her running off to the 
bathroom every five minutes was also 
a bit of a giveaway! In the end, we 
couldn’t wait the two weeks you’re 
told to and snuck off to the supermar-
ket for an early indicator test. We were 
pregnant! Though we’d both had our 
suspicions, it was still quite a shock 
when the clinic sonographer turned to 
us and said, “There’s two!” At 36 weeks 
Alexander and Thomas were born by 
emergency c-section, weighing 5lb 9oz 
and 6lb 3oz.

The first 18 months for us were 
incredibly tough. Both boys suffered 
badly with silent reflux and dairy 
allergies and Jules struggled with 
post-natal depression and anxiety. As 
non-birth mum, I also suffered from 
depression after the boys were born. 
This was something I found exception-
ally hard, and yet post-natal depres-
sion in partners is not something that 
is really discussed, despite studies 
which suggest one in five partners suf-
fer from it. The vast majority of these 
studies focus on new fathers in hetero-
sexual relationships though, with very 
little about same-sex partners.

A couple of months after the 
boys were born, we went along to 
a group called Proud 2 b Parents, a 
Manchester-based service for LGBT+ 
parents and parents-to-be. Joining 
the group was one of the best things 
we did. Not only because we’ve made 
some incredible friendships, but 
because Alex and Thomas are so happy 
to have friends with familiar families. 
It was also a massive support in that 
it gave me the opportunity to talk 
to other non-birth mums about our 
experiences. 

It may be a cliché to say every day is 
an adventure, but it really is, and when 
the boys come up to me and say, “I love 
you mum”, nothing melts my heart 
more.

To find out more about Proud 2 b 
Parents visit proud2bparents.co.uk.

My family
CATHERINE 
TREAGUS-
MULLAN 
SHARES HER 
EXPERIENCE OF 
BEING 
NON-BIRTH 
MUM TO TWIN 
BOYS  
AS TOLD TO DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE
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Name a sport, GO. Football, netball, 
rugby, um… cycling? Unless you’re 
Canadian, ice hockey might not be 
first to spring to mind, particularly 
for women’s sport, but women’s ice 
hockey is very much a thing, and 
a growing thing at that. 

Fiona King is assistant captain and 
chairperson of the London-based 
women’s ice hockey team Streatham 
Storm. As a child, King skated at 
Streatham’s ice rink during school 
holidays and, on one fateful occasion, 
was approached by a team member 
– “You know we’ve got a women’s ice 
hockey team?” – and she’s not looked 
back since.

“I played for Streatham for a long 
time after that, before moving on to 
play for the GB women’s team. I cap-
tained the national team for 15 years, 
and then coached before eventually 
taking a year out. This is actually my 
first season back playing for Streatham 
Storm, just as we’ve moved up into the 
elite league – the top league in the UK. 
I’ve come full circle now and it’s great. 
Streatham is my local rink and it’s 

brilliant that we’re now up there with 
the top teams.”

There are six teams in the UK elite 
league: Sheffield, Solihull, Bracknell, 
Guildford, Hull and Streatham. During 
the hockey season, they each play each 
other twice away and twice at home, 
meaning that teams travel, often 
with players funding it out of their 
own pockets.

Are any of the women in British ice 
hockey paid? “No”, replies Fiona. “Like 
a lot of women’s sport, it’s all volun-
tary. We’ve seen a vast improvement in 
the last few years, but the girls are still 
paying to travel and train – and that’s 
at a national level too. When they’re 
travelling abroad, to the World and 
European Championships, that’s paid 
for, but otherwise, all training sessions 
and all of the equipment is paid for by 
the individual – unless you find a spon-
sor – which isn’t easy. Ice hockey is not 
a widely recognised women’s sport, 
but we are really trying to change that. 
We’re pushing to make it better, and 
it is improving – some of our younger 
girls are now playing abroad, which 

is excellent, but there’s definitely still 
work to be done.”

As with many sports, for men play-
ing the same game at the same level, 
it’s a different story. “Men playing in 
the equivalent league to us are paid.  
It might not be a full-time job, but they 
get money for playing and training, 
and their travel expenses are covered, 
so unfortunately there is absolutely 
still a gender gap. Women’s ice hockey 
is definitely becoming more recognised 
however, and in the last few years, 
we’ve seen more spectators at games 
and most ice rinks in the country now 
have a women’s team. We’ve also got 
a lot of coaches giving up their time to 
work with the girls and women at both 
club and national levels, so things are 
moving in the right direction.” 

Is there a big LGBT community 
within women’s ice hockey? “It’s quite 
well balanced in terms of sexual-
ity. There’s a definite community, 
absolutely, though I think that’s true of 
women’s sport more generally.” Fiona 
tells me her and the team at Streatham 
are trying to get more women involved 

DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE 
MEETS  
FIONA KING, 
A WOMAN AT 
THE TOP OF 
HER GAME
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in ice hockey, whether as spectators 
or out on the ice. “We are getting 
more and more people coming along 
to training now. We’re hoping to get 
an under 18s and under 16s girl’s team 
going at Streatham in 2018.” 

And if one of the women reading 
this article wanted to give ice hockey a 
go? “Absolutely! The great thing about 
Streatham is we’ve got loads of spare 
kit which we’re more than happy to 
loan out to people who want to give 
the sport a go. We really encourage 
beginners to come along and see how 
they get on – as do the other teams 
around the UK.

Now 44 years old, and having been 
involved in ice hockey since the age 
of 14, I wonder what it is that’s driven 
Fiona to dedicate such a large part of 
her life to the sport? “Training aside 
– and it is a tough sport, you have to 
put in your training – the experiences 
you have, the friendships you make 
and the social side of ice hockey really 
are brilliant. As for hockey itself, it’s 
the excitement and speed – it’s fast, 

it’s physical, and it’s 
dynamic. I don’t know 
if you know the show 
Ice Warriors? Think 
Gladiators on ice 

(AMAZING). It was on ITV in the late 
90s, Dani Behr was the presenter, and 
I was Marax the Vixen, one of the ice 
warriors!” Fiona laughs. “It might have 
only lasted for 12 episodes, but it was 
definitely a career highlight.”

Before leaving Fiona to get back on 
the ice, I ask her what one thing she’d 
most like to change about the sport, if 
she could. “To be involved in ice 
hockey, you have to really love the 
sport to even consider playing at an 
elite or national level. So, for me, I’d 
love to see a big change in terms of 
funding. We’ve got a lot of great 
people, coaches in particular, who are 
giving up their time voluntarily, but to 
be able to help the women on the 
team, and for it to be easier for more 
women to get into the sport, financial 
support is crucial.

Want to find out more about supporting the 
team on or off the ice? Visit the Streatham 
Storm website at streathamstorm.net or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/streathamstorm. 
And if you’re already an ice hockey fan, why 
not support your local women’s team?

“Ice  
hockey 
is not a 
widely 
recognised 
women’s 
sport. We 
are really 
trying to 
change 
that”
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Everyone should be out at work. 
Every. One.

Partly because ordinary ques-
tions like “How was your weekend?” 
are devilishly difficult to navigate 
through a fog of gender neu-
tral pronouns.

And lying is exhausting. Especially 
on a Monday morning.

But I do appreciate it’s not always 
that easy. Statistics from Stonewall’s 
Unhealthy Attitudes report show that 
26% of lesbian, gay and bi people do 
not feel comfortable or safe being out 
at work. For trans people that rises to 
a distressing 42%.

As an employer, I bust a gut 
to make the work environment 
welcoming for everyone. If your boss 
is swerving their responsibilities, 
there’s plenty you can do to make 
them step up.

Ask – no, insist – that they spon-
sor an LGBT event or host a speaker. 
Find a diversity training programme 
online and send them a link. Offer 
to work on an induction programme 
for new staff to make the company’s 
commitment to equality clear. 
Challenge and report “banter” that 
makes you feel uncomfortable.

It can be a battle, but it’s not one 
that you should have to fight alone.

The good news is that attitudes 
are moving in the right direction. 
Back in 2010, the reported figure for 
people who felt unable to be out at 
work was closer to 34%. But if we 

accept that a measure of progress 
made is that our sexuality or 

gender identity is no longer the 
most interesting thing about us, 

it stands to reason that 
it might not be the very 
first thing you tell your 

new co-workers.
Unless you 

have your 
orientation 
printed on your 

business card, 
or your neck, there’s 

a gap between your colleagues not 
knowing and knowing that must 
be bridged.

So how do you do it?
You could insert your announce-

ment into the middle of a chat 
about Tinder:

A colleague: D’you think he’s hot?
You: I’m a lesbian.
A colleague: Oh, right. Well, 

that’s fine.
You: Of course it’s fine. I don’t 

need you to validate my sexuality 
and lifestyle.

A colleague: Er, I know. I’m not. In 
fact, I have a cousin who’s a lesbian 
and she’s absolutely brilliant.

You: Why wouldn’t she be? God! 
What’s wrong with you people?

(Leaves kitchen in a massive huff.)
Or, you could take a deep breath, 

grab your moment and make a bold, 
life-affirming declaration:

You: I won’t hide a moment 
longer. Mine is the love that does 
dare speak its name. I am a loud, 
proud queer woman who loves 
women. Yes, that’s right. I. Am. A. 
Lesbian.

A colleague: Yeah, I thought so.
You: Oh.
Awwwkwward!
The solution is to remove the 

expectation that it is our responsibil-
ity to do the telling. Instead, we need 
to make changes to the workplace 
to ensure that heterosexuality is not 
the automatic assumption.

In my experience, a little education 
gives most people the tools they need 
to act sensitively and to challenge 
their own preconceptions about 
gender and sexuality. To the genuinely 
unreconstructed bigots lurking in 
the corners, we say: “Your days are 
numbered. We are in the ascendancy; 
employment law, and more impor-
tantly, right, is firmly on our side”.

As a boss, I’m certain that 
inclusiveness works best when we 
really do include everyone. Your 
colleagues who assume that you are 
straight aren’t always being awful. 
Sometimes they’re well-meaning but 
flummoxed by the way the world is 
changing around them.

We can speed the pace of change 
by showing them that equality, 
by definition, is a good thing for 
everyone. Do demand that your 
boss treats you fairly. But be kind to 
the straight people in your work-
place too.

Not all heterosexuals are weird 
or frightening.

In fact, I have a cousin who’s 
straight. And she’s absolutely 
brilliant.

Kate Barker is a writer, political activist and 
parent. She is the founder and owner of the 
award-winning London creative agency Dekko.

How to

come out 
at work

KATE BARKER 
THINKS WE 
ALL SHOULD 
BE OUT AT 
WORK. BUT 
HOW?
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Star of the BBC series Astronauts: Do 
You Have What It Takes? Tessa Naran 
has been a commercial airline pilot 
for almost two years. “No day is the 
same!”, she told us excitedly as we 
quizzed the high-flyer about her career 
in the air.

DIVA: What’s the best thing about 
your job?
TESSA NARAN: Being in the air is a 
completely different world. It’s weird 
to think that people are going about 
their lives and rushing around when 
you are seven miles above them. It 
feels so calm in the air.

What’s the worst thing about 
your job?
It’s a ridiculously expensive career to 
get into, and then there’s the unsocia-
ble hours. If you’re in a relationship, 
you and your partner can become 
passing ships in the night.

What did you want to be when you 
were growing up?
When I was in primary school, my dad 
brought home some space food from 
a talk by Helen Sharman, the first 
British astronaut. From that moment, 
I wanted to know everything about 
astronauts. I got bullied at school 
after saying I wanted to be one, 
but I didn’t let that stop me. 
Becoming a pilot increases my 
chances of one day becom-
ing an astronaut.

What’s the funniest/
most ridiculous 
thing that’s 

happened to you at work?
On routes favoured by stag and hen 
parties – think fancy dress, inflatables 
and matching t-shirts.

Has your sexuality or gender 
identity ever been an issue?
In 2015, the UK’s Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) found that 570 of the 
British industry’s 9,846 pilots and co-
pilots were women, which is just under 
6%. During my training, I was the only 
female and I was stigmatised by one of 
the “old-fashioned” trainers. I felt I had 
to work harder to prove myself and 
my ability. Since then, there has been a 

recruitment drive to 
try and increase 

the number of 
female pilots 
in UK avia-
tion – albeit 
slowly. I think 
there needs 
to be an 
increase in 
awareness 
that women 

can be pilots. If you think about airline 
advertising and Hollywood movies, 
99.9% of pilots are depicted as men.

Did you ever have any doubts about 
being out at work?
As a new cadet pilot there was hardly 
a flight when I wasn’t asked if I was 
with anyone, but being one of only a 
handful of girls within the company, 
I wanted to be defined by my flying 
ability and not anything else. After 
working at the company for a year, 
my partner joined as cabin crew. 
We kept it professional at first, but 
now everyone knows and they’re all 
very accepting.

Where do you see yourself in 
five years?
An aeroplane captain. In 10 years, I 
plan to be part of commercial space 
exploration as either a pilot or a pas-
senger. I would love to work for Virgin 
Galactic or SpaceX one day!

What advice would you give some-
one pursuing a similar career?
The first step is to check if you pass 
the CAA class one medical – you need 
this to start training. Take your time to 

research different pilot routes (mili-
tary, recreational, commercial) 

and consider courses that 
combine aeronautical 

degrees and profes-
sional pilot 

licences. 
Keep going 

and don’t 
give up!

What 
one su-

perpower 
would make 

your job easier?
To be able to make 

anyone who boarded 
my aircraft feel extremely 

relaxed and forget their fears of 
flying. People can be fearful of what 

they don’t understand, but flying is 
extremely safe.

How do you measure success? 
To me, success is about being proud 
of the way you have lived your life 
and those that you have helped along 
the way.

PREPARE FOR 
TAKEOFF WITH 
TESSA NARAN 
AS SHE TELLS 
DIVA WHY 
THE SKY IS NO 
LONGER THE 
LIMIT 
INTERVIEW DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE

What’s 
it like 
to be a…

pilot?
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Having just landed at San José airport 
in Costa Rica on a late September 
evening, it strikes me how warm it is 
when someone exclaims: “Pura vida!” 
My welcome committee, a gay man 
who moved to Costa Rica to be with 
his partner, spots my confused look 
and enthusiastically tells me that 
the expression means “pure life”. 
Apparently it is something locals say to 
almost everything. Jet-lagged, I make 
a mental note to figure that one out 
later on and instead I focus on getting 
a grasp of the city I have landed in.

The taxi driver zooms through 
what, at night, looks like a pretty tired, 
run-down town made of concrete 
houses, and it strikes me that, much 
like others had told me before going, 
the capital is far from conventionally 
pretty. It does have its charm, that I 
can see even in the dark; and whilst I 
am not here to explore the city or its 
12 gay bars this time, I make another 
mental note to do so next time I visit.

Opening the curtains of my hotel 
room the following morning, I get 
more of a sense of what is to come. 
The landscape outside is overwhelm-
ingly green, wet from recent rainfall, 
and birds are singing nearby. Breakfast, 
served in an air-conditioned restaurant 
next to the pool outside, consists 
of fresh mango, fried plantain, soft 
bread and gallo pinto – the traditional 
rice and black beans dish so good my 

mouth is watering just thinking about 
it, not to mention strong, deliciously 
black coffee. As I travel around Costa 
Rica in the days to come, this breakfast 
remains a constant – the scenery, 
however, is ever-changing.

COFFEE, SLOTHS AND 
WATERFALLS
I spend day one at Costa Rica and 
Central America’s first LGBT conven-
tion of its kind, organised by the Costa 
Rica Diverse Chamber of Commerce 
– and on my second day, the adventure 
begins. Full on gallo pinto, I jump into a 
guided minibus operated by Aventuras 
Arenal (aventurasarenal.com), leaving 
the bustling capital behind and swap-
ping it for a sea of tin roof houses, 
winding roads, coffee plantations 
and forest as far as the eye can see. 
Climbing higher and higher into the 
mountains, the terrain gets more and 
more jungle-like and the towns we 
pass become clusters of houses with 
dogs roaming free, laundry drying 
outside and plenty of fruit stalls selling 
strawberries and other delicacies. 
Every little town and village that we 
pass has a church, a football pitch and 
a school, my guide tells me. However 
remote, kids here go to school.

Costa Rica, a stable democracy in 
an otherwise unstable region, invests 
heavily in its education, as well as 
sustainability and renewable energy; 
it has no army and it has in recent 
years become a safe haven for LGBT 
refugees in Central America. One of 
them, José, who fled El Salvador for 
Costa Rica, was at the conference the 
day before. Nearly half of the country 
is covered in forest, (rain, cloud or 
dry forest), and a quarter made up of 
protected parks and nature reserves 
– and the biodiversity is amazing. We 
spot plants, bugs and animals I never 
even knew existed.
Heading in a fairly straight northern 
line from North San José towards 
Nicaragua, the first destination for 

TRAVEL EDITOR BELLA QVIST GOES ON A 
ROAD TRIP ACROSS ECO FRIENDLY COSTA RICA, 
DISCOVERING THE MAGIC OF PURA VIDA

my whistle-stop tour is Peace Lodge 
and Gardens (waterfallgardens.com), a 
luxury hotel and honeymoon hotspot 
situated 6,000 feet above sea level and 
about an hour and a half’s scenic drive 
from the city. Surrounded by forest, 
the views from each room are stunning 
and the huge, onsite La Paz Waterfall 
Gardens offer spectacular walks. 
Having taken in the phenomenal 
waterfalls and had a look at the animal 
sanctuary, home to animals such as 
sloths, monkeys and birds, we continue 
by car. I am looking forward to getting 
into the real wilderness.

ARENAL: HOT SPRINGS AND ONE 
VERY IMPRESSIVE VOLCANO
Back to the bus, it has started to rain 
and we drive through the mist. A bit 
of perspiration is of course nothing 
unusual in Costa Rica, where the wet 
season stretches from April to mid 
November, and means you see heavy 
showers and dramatic thunderstorms 
on a regular basis. They go away as 
quickly as they came and Costa Rica 
very rarely suffers hurricanes or 
other forms of extreme weather. Small 
earthquakes, however, my guide tells 
me, “are like rice and beans; we have 
them every day”. The small tin roof 
houses are built that way to deal well 
with this fact.

Continuing north east, we approach 
the town of La Fortuna on the edge of 
the Arenal Volcano National Park. The 
landscape changes and here we find 
ourselves in a valley where pineapple, 
sugarcane and plantain grows. Ahead 
of us: the mighty, cone-shaped Arenal 
volcano. One of 120 volcanos in Costa 
Rica, this one hasn’t erupted since 1968 
and has been considered dormant 
since 2010. Still, the town’s name 
means fortune, in the hope that there 
will be no more eruptions.
The Arenal area is popular with visitors 
because of the hot thermal springs 
that form in this volcanic landscape – 
and there is a large amount of choice 
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In Love With Nature

CostaRica

Bella flew with Delta Airlines 
(delta.com), stopping at its 
hub in Atlanta. Her trip was 
sponsored and organised by 
Costa Rica adventure, nature 
and luxury travel expert Galit 
Flasterstein at Wikol Travel 
(wikoltravelcostarica.com), 
someone Bella says she can’t 
recommend enough. To book 
your own Costa Rica adventure 
contact Galit at 
galit@wikoltravel.com.
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“It’s one 
of those 
surreal 
moments 
where time 
seems to 
stand still 
– every-
thing is so 
beautiful”

when it comes to hotels to stay at. 
I spend the night at the original hot 
springs hotel in the area, the Tabacon 
(tabacon.com). Its hot springs are 
a labyrinth of hot water streams, 
pools and relaxing areas, and whilst 
a stay at the hotel comes with entry 
to these springs, a day pass is well 
worth the money even if you don’t 
stay there. Other great options in 
the area are Hotel Arenal Springs 
(hotelarenalspring.com) and The 
Springs Resort (thespringscostarica.
com), where the Kardashians filmed 
an episode, and where you can have 
dinner in front of the volcano.
Arenal is a great base for adventure, 
and whilst those even more adventur-
ously inclined might enjoy white water 
rafting, waterfall jumping or walking 
along the base of the volcano, I love 
my day spent on a river safari. Floating 
down the stream in a big rubber boat, 
my guide stops me time and time again 
to point out the wildlife that we are 
passing. We see frogs, snakes, kingfish-
er birds, a pack of (very loud) howling 
monkeys, a real life sloth (!) and a little 
porcupine having an afternoon nap 
in a tree. I love it. What’s more, the La 

Fortuna Waterfall is well worth a (very 
steep) hike, and the nearby organic 
and family-owned restaurant Vida 
Campesina (arenalvida.com) makes a 
nice stop for authentic, home-cooked 
and organic food, followed by freshly 
brewed coffee and a shot of very 
strong sugar cane alcohol. Maybe this 
is what they call “pura vida”!

A MAGICAL FOREST
After a relaxing day at the springs, it’s 
time to challenge my inner sense of 
adventure and we travel further north, 
via the majestic Arenal Lake. With 
several wind farms, this great body of 
water is used for fishing, watersports, 
and also hydropower. Today, 98% 
of the country is run on renewable 
energy. In 2018 they hope to make it 
100%. The destination of our slightly 
bumpy ride is Rio Perdido (rioperdido.
com), an eco-friendly resort hidden 
away amongst the trees. And whilst 
it looks beautiful and serene, half an 
hour after arriving, I’m strapped in a 
harness, zooming across a canyon, 
veins pumping with adrenaline. 
This canyon adventure is an equally 
terrifying and beautiful experience 

where you start with shorter zip lines, 
building up to an 800 feet long flight 
high up across the forest. Once off the 
zipline, after my legs have slightly de-
jellified, I enjoy some of the delicious 
food on offer and go for a walk. I come 
across a bridge leading into a silent 
forest where only the sound of frogs 
in the distance disturbs the peace of 
mind. Here you find yoga platforms 
nestled in the woods and, down below, 
a jaw-droppingly beautiful stream that 
you can swim in. Maybe it’s the fact 
that, just hours before, I flung myself 
off a canyon, and that the forest-
induced slow heartbeat suddenly feels 
divine, but this boutique family-feel 
forest hotel is one of the most peace-
ful and magical places I have visited.
Continuing along the calm and quiet 
route, our Costa Rican adventure 
heads further east, to the Pacific 
Ocean where, again, the views are very 
different with white sand beaches and 
palm trees. Andaz eco luxury resort 
(papagayo.andaz.hyatt.com) in the 
lesser-explored Gulf of Papagayo is 
a gorgeous find – and it has got to 
be one of the best hotels I have ever 
stayed in. The rooms feel like luxury 
apartments – including waterfall show-
ers in front of the bay below – not to 
mention signature spa treatments, 
infinity pools, a private beach, three 
restaurants and a live salsa band play-
ing whilst you gorge on ceviche. Golf 
carts take you around these luxurious 
grounds, roamed by iguanas, humming 

LGBT RIGHTS IN COSTA RICA
I spend my first day at Costa Rica and Central America’s first 
LGBT convention of its kind, organised by the Costa Rica Diverse 
Chamber of Commerce. Listening to speakers, such as the 
vice president and minister for education, I understand that 
the government is working on improving life for LGBT people 
here – but that there is some way to go. Homosexuality was 
decriminalised in Costa Rica in 1971, but same-sex adoption and 
gender reassignment surgery is not allowed. Speaking with 
lovely young lesbian couple Veronica and Melany who own the 
vegan catering service Nana’s Veggie Food, they confess that 
they don’t really dare to kiss in public. There are lesbian-friendly 
clubs, however, and they recommend Teatro (facebook.com/
el.teatro.cr) and La Avispa (facebook.com/disco.laavispa). Jess 
Márquez, a trans man and editor of Costa Rican LGBT magazine 
Diverso (mdiverso.com), says people stare at him and that LGBT 
discrimination in the workplace is commonplace. “Trans men get 
bullied,” he says, but adds that they are experiencing a moment 
of change. “What the government has done is amazing – but it is 
just the beginning.”

Bespoke British Underwear 
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birds and monkeys – and the staff have 
all signed a rainbow wall, pledging 
allegiance with the LGBT community. 
Honestly, I could live here, not least 
because the ocean in front offers spec-
tacular wildlife spotting opportunities.

For my final stop, I travel up along 
the coast, until I hit El Mangroove 
(elmangroove.net). Located by the sea, 
but only a short drive from the Liberia 
airport, it is ideal for so many reasons, 
including the pool with its ocean view, 
and the hammocks in each room. But 

what makes it really special is the boat 
trip that we take of Papagayo Bay. 
Heading out onto the ocean, the sun is 
blazing as we glide through what is 
essentially a tropical, grand-scale 
archipelago. Aiming for Monkey Head 
Island, we spot a humpback whale and 
its baby. It is one of those surreal 
moments, where time seems to stand 
still because everything is so 
beautiful. The rest of the day is spent 
exploring a remote island, going coral 
reef snorkelling and having a picnic in 

a private bay before heading back to 
the hotel. Later that night, I watch the 
sun set over the gulf in front. As I 
stand there, feeling the white sandy 
beach beneath my feet, reflecting over 
the week that I have had – hiking, 
zip-lining, hot spring bathing, sloth 
and whale watching, dancing, eating, 
laughing, loving every second – and I 
watch the orange and pink light dance 
across the ocean, that is when I realise 
I have finally understood the definition 
of “pura vida”.

Adventure in abundance
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BY BELLA QVIST

TRAVEL TIPS
FIND YOUR LOCAL 
LESBIAN
Looking for lez/bi travel tips outside of these 
glorious travel pages? Check out ellgeeBE, 
a website gathering up-to-date lez-friendly 
travel information and community pages, all 
in one place. Lesbian-owned, ellgeeBE started 
as a project to help people discover LGBT-
friendly destinations and meet like-minded 
people. Today its female focus, complete 
with tips on lesbian-friendly hotels, events 
and getaways around the world, is what 
ellgeeBE’s founder Victoria Hess says makes 
it “an exciting community-fed guide to the 
rich world of travel that exists for women who 
love women”. What’s 
more, once you have 
signed up (member-
ship is free), you 
can write and read 
reviews, chat with 
other travellers 
and make real life 
connections. Who 
knows, you might 
just meet your 
future travel buddy. 
ellgeebe.com

#DIVAMAGTRAVEL
MINKA 
GUIDES YOU 
RIGHT
You may know 

Bronwyn as Fanny Minka, the drag 
name she performs under at London’s 
Sink The Pink. Bronwyn’s blog, Minka 
Guides, focusses on LGBT+ and solo 
travellers. “It’s less about pretty, per-
fect people or destinations, but about 
colour, personality and humour,” 
she says. Bronwyn took this picture 
at Mount Ngungun in Australia. “I’m 
not normally a hiker, but as my mum 

climbs Mount Ngungun weekly, 
I had to give it a try. I think 

it may have stirred the 
adventure woman in 
me.” Bronwyn thinks 
it’s a shame that many 
tourists travelling the 

East Coast rush from 
Brisbane to the Great Barrier 

Reef, missing this gorgeous part 
of the country.  
@minkaguides and minkaguides.com

HONEYMOON IN PARADISE

SAY “YES” DOWN UNDER
Don’t know about you, but we are still celebrating Australia’s YES vote in 
favour of equal marriage. Such great news. What’s more, this means that a 
whole new world of wedding venues and honeymoon retreats could open up 
– and what could be better than getting married in the beautiful land down 
under? From east to west, there are countless gorgeous spots to choose from 
– and one we like the sound of is Pumpkin Island. A remote island nestled 
in the Southern Great Barrier Reef, 14 kilometres off the coast of Yeppoon 
in Queensland, this six hectare piece of land offers eco and climate-friendly 
accommodation. It can host 34 guests in seven self-catering units, powered 
by wind and sun, complete with private decks to enjoy the sunset. You can 
only reach Pumpkin Island by boat or helicopter, but once there, you’re at one 
with the white sandy beaches, the turquoise blue water and stunning wildlife. 
A wedding in paradise! 
pumpkinisland.com.au 
queensland.com

Travel review

DOCK & BAY TRAVEL TOWEL: 5/5

TO HAVE YOUR

TRAVEL 
SNAP

FEATURED, TWEET  

@BELLAQVIST 
OR INSTAGRAM 

@BELLA_QVIST

There are few travel troubles as annoying as realising your towel hasn’t dried in time for 
it to be packed into your case or, upon arrival, realising that it took half of the Australian 
beach with it, and that it now smells. Well, times are changing, and this Dragon’s Den-
approved towel made by Dock & Bay is what towel goals are made of. Large, yet light and 
very compact, it claims to dry three times quicker than a normal towel – so we put it to the 
test… and it doesn’t disappoint. Whilst it might feel thin, it dries both the body and itself 
much faster than your average flannel; 
what’s more, it’s super-smooth and 
odour-free. Having been somewhat 

sceptical to start, we are completely won over by the 
Dock & Bay towel (which also doubles up as a yoga mat!) 
and with so many different colours available 
– including rainbow – we’re thinking of 
next year’s Christmas list already…
dockandbay.com
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“I’m heinously bored with the sexu-
alisation of nudity!” Julia SH emerges 
from behind her Canon and glares at 
me. We’re in the middle of our body 
positive photoshoot in a Downtown 
Los Angeles studio and, as always 
when I shoot with the Swedish-born 
photographer and artist, I understand 
exactly why models are lining up to 
work with her.

“The attitude to nakedness in the 
US and much of the world is un-
healthy,” continues Julia, who studied 
at Central St Martins and The Slade in 
London, before settling in LA. “We’re 
conditioned to evaluate every naked 
body we see as either a potential 
sexual partner or rival. But we’re not 
even making our own evaluations! 
They’re based on what society cur-
rently dictates to be attractive, be that 
big boobs, small boobs; big butt, small 
butt; curvy, skinny.”

Having been a teen model and actor, 
Julia is no stranger to the pressures 

placed on women. “There’s a lot of 
beauty fascism out there. People might 
think it’s got better because of the 
plus-size industry, but there’s an equal 
amount of hypocrisy going on there. 
Look at those ‘Real Women’ campaigns 
– you don’t see anyone who’s a size 
24. Or someone tiny and muscley, like 
you.” I nod. (The modelling gigs I score 
generally include the words “strange, 
bendy, weird or creature”. Never “real”.) 
“‘Real’ equals ‘moderately curvy with 
big boobs’ – it’s just another kind 
of conformity.”

This is corroborated by model, 
Angel, who says: “I’m locked out of 
plus-size modelling because I’m ‘too 
fat’, not acceptable fat.” She credits 
Julia with reinvigorating her modelling 
career. “She knows how to photo-
graph different types of bodies. Most 
photographers don’t. I recently worked 
with a famous male photographer who 
just couldn’t take me seriously. It was 
a big joke to him, the idea that I was a 

model. He wanted to photograph me 
eating a chocolate bar.”

Angel spills the beans on the plus-
size modelling myth, “Most plus-size 
shoots in the US, even for clothes lines 
specifically designed for very big girls, 
don’t want someone like me. They’re 
looking for a thin face on a large body. 
So they take a smaller model and pad 
her out. It’s common practice.” This of 
course leads to false messages about 
what women should and can look 
like. “My butt is much bigger than my 
chest,” adds Angel, “so I’ve been told I 
don’t have the right proportions.”

“Seeing the same proportions, the 
same lines, the same features over 
and over is dull,” interjects Julia. “I like 
difference. Why would I only want to 
show one thing?”

Today Julia’s assembled a diverse 
crew of models. “I want to do an un-
retouched, un-photoshopped shoot, 
displaying real bodies. Obviously we 
can’t hope to represent every body 

WRITER AND  
ACTOR JOANNA  
BENECKE  
MEETS LA  
PHOTOGRA-
PHER JULIA SH 
TO CONFRONT 
SOME NAKED 
TRUTHS
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type in the universe with only eight 
models, but my goal is to show that 
beauty and confidence aren’t limited 
to a particular set of measurements.”

Despite, or perhaps because of, our 
different looks, it’s a very friendly and 
empowering group to work with. “I was 
going to have only queer models,” Julia 
continues, “but then I realised that’s 
a bit prescriptive if we’re showcasing 
difference, so I’ve thrown two queer 
allies in the mix.”

I ask if Julia thinks her sexuality 
impacts her photography. “I think the 
fact that I can be sexually attracted 
to women, whilst also knowing what 
it’s like to be appraised sexually as a 
woman, means I can sit on both sides 
of the equation. I’m not trying to 
second-guess what some imaginary 
straight male would find attractive, I 
know that what people find beautiful 
and appealing is far more varied and 
interesting than what is commonly 
shown in magazines. As someone who 

loves women, I want to build their 
confidence. Being naked doesn’t have 
to be about judgement.”

All the models agree that body 
confidence is something you have to 
strive for, battling constant messages 
of conformity. There’s Natalia, who’s 
learned to accept her physicality by 
rejecting gender-normative beauty 
standards. Kate, who’s become im-
mune to calls of “women shouldn’t 
have big muscles” and now loves her 
strong body. Jenna, who had a boob 
job several years ago, and is now work-
ing towards loving the body society 
pressured her into acquiring.

Kristin runs a blog about fat 
acceptance, intersectional feminism, 
queer and Latina culture. “I had to 
really work at loving my double belly,” 
she says. “I never saw a stomach that 
looked like mine, so I started posting 
images on my blog and I got a bunch of 
people who were thrilled to see a belly 
that resembled theirs. They realised 

there wasn’t anything wrong with 
them. My mum used to call my belly a 
deformation. I had a lot of insecurities 
about it, but now they’re all gone.”

Alicia can relate. “I grew up in a fam-
ily that had an ideal body image, which 
was light skin, light eyes, thin frame, big 
boobs, hetero – and I came out the exact 
opposite of that. I don’t fit what they 
wanted me to be and I grew up hating 
myself because of that. It took years for 
me to feel comfortable in my own skin.”

Mere is the only first-time model 
in the group. I ask what motivated 
her to want to take her clothes off 
for the camera. “I think I’m beautiful,” 
she answers with a smile, “People 
should want to take pictures of me and 
people who look like me.”

Julia shrugs, “Of course. It’s weird 
to me that the photos I take are 
considered challenging or daring, but 
seeing as they are, that’s all the more 
reason for me to take them.”
juliash.com. @juliashoots
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“ In my senior year of high school this exchange
student from Denmark arrived. She said, ‘why
are you wearing that sweater in this heat?’
And I said, ‘because my arms are fat’.
Whenever I said that to my American or
Mexican friends they were like, ‘Ok, I get it,
of course you cover fat’. But this girl was like,
‘that’s stupid. Who cares?’ And I was like,
‘True!’ That was the start of my journey
to loving my body.” Alicia

“Don’t compare yourself. It’s an exercise in
futility. You have to realise that everybody
has some issue with themselves.” Angel
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“It upsets me when people make blanket
statements that you can’t be healthy if your abs
or rib bones show, or you weigh under a specific
amount – it’s judgemental and inaccurate,
because I’m healthy and skinny. This is just
the shape I am. I think the need to comment
negatively on others usually comes from 
insecurities in oneself. The more variety we see
in the media, the more relaxed we’ll be about
bodies, both our own and others’.” Joanna

“Early on in my life I realised that my body
was not like other girls’. I had this protruding
breastbone and no breast development. I had
all these toxic beliefs that I realise now weren’t
my own, but societal. Aged 20, I ended up getting
breast implants. Since then it’s been a long
process of learning to love myself through, and
despite, the decisions I’ve made. I’ve never
known what it would be like to have my body
beloved, had I not had implants. I have to learn
to love myself the way I am now.” Jenna
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“I feel that a lot of my confidence about my body
has come through honing my physical
capabilities as an athlete. Seeing what my body
can do has given way to appreciating how my
body looks. I love having a body that looks
strong, because it is strong. My muscles are
emblematic of what my body can do — pull-ups,
push-ups, pressing weights overhead. Plus, I think
a lady who carries a little muscle on her frame is
pretty damn sexy.” Kate

“Confidence comes with years of unlearning the
really crappy things that society tells you about
yourself. I never hear people saying to thin girls,
‘oh I love your confidence’. It’s just assumed that
they’d be confident with their bodies, whereas
us bigger people are thought to need a load of
guts to show ourselves.” Kristin
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“The media perpetuates a lot of stereotypes
about the pan and bi community. When I say I’m
pan, people think I live in a commune and have
sex with everything that moves... or doesn’t
move. And when I say I’m bi people think ‘oh she
hasn’t made up her mind yet’. I’ve been with my
boyfriend now for over a decade, but that doesn’t
change the fact I’m bi. Visibility is important.” Mere

“My desire to have smaller hands was rooted
in my desire to be physically smaller and more
conventionally attractive, which for me has its
roots in gender roles and heteronormativity. I
think that once I realised that I didn’t want to
occupy a conventional gender space, a lot of
disdain I had toward my physical self began
to dissipate.” Natalia
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follow the Pembrokeshire coastal path to 
Abercastle. With views of Carreg Samson, 
a 5,000-year-old Neolithic dolmen, ending 
back at Trefin. Nadolig Llawen!
goc.org.uk/events

29.12
50+ COFFEE & CAKE
Tavis House, London
Hosted by Opening Doors London, this 
weekly Coffee & Cake social takes place 
every Friday from 10am-12pm. A friendly 
place to meet new people, it’s also BYOC. 
(Bring your own cake!)
openingdoorslondon.org.uk

31.01
SCARED TO DANCE: NYE
The Victoria, London
Playing a mix of indiepop, post-punk, new 
wave and 60s, Scared To Dance wants to 
pull you onto the dance floor this New 
Year’s Eve. Indie kids, ASSEMBLE.
scaredtodance.co.uk

COLLECTIVE RAGE
Southwark Playhouse, London
The lives of five very different New York women named Betty collide at the intersection of anger, sex and “thea-tah”. 

As they meet, rehearse, fall in love, revel and rage, they realise they’ve been stuck reading the same scripts for far too long. Hitting the ring with an 
electrifying soundtrack, looks to kill and spectacular routines, this outrageous comedy packs-the-punch to shatter lacquered femininity into a thousand 
glittering pieces.  anticface.com/collectiverage

December / January

WHAT’S 
ON 
WHERE 
YOU 
ARE?
Know of a regular 
night outside of 
London? Get in touch! 
Send your listings to 
letters@divamag.
co.uk or tweet them 
direct to 
@daniellejournal

24.01 - 17.02

22.12
THE CAMP VAMPS
Cumberland Arms, Newcastle
Cosy up in The Cumby for The Camp 
Vamps Christmas Party! For the toon’s 
queer community and friends, The Vamps 
will be joined by Oh So Cool, Girl Hogg and 
Big Gay Disc-O-Tech. Howay, the drags!
facebook.com/thecumby

22-24.12
FESTIVE VEGAN MARKET
Hackney Downs Studios, London
Hosted by Fat Gay Vegan, Hackney Downs 
Vegan Market is a three-day bonanza 
filled with gift buying opportunities, food 
stalls and street food traders. Your one-
stop-shop for a cruelty-free Christmas.
tinyurl.com/DIVAVegan

26.12
BOXING DAY WALK
Pembrokeshire, Wales
Celebrate Boxing Day with the Gay Outdoor 
Club! This eight-mile circular walk will 

DIARY
BY DANIELLE MUSTARDE

IN NEED OF NEW YEAR 
INSPIRATION? 
THINKING AHEAD IN A 
BID TO BEAT THOSE 
JANUARY BLUES? WE’VE 
GOT YOUR BACKS, PEOPLE
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31.12
NAFF DRAG
Hackney Showroom, London
Scottee’s now annual NYE performance party has seen the 
likes of many used-to-be-known faces take to the stage 
of various dodgy gay boozers across London. Naff Drag 
will serve up the grittier, untelevised end of drag, trans 
gorgeousness, queer performance, feminist and working 
class fat brilliance. Hosted by shining alt, queer, political DIY 
warehouse and art space of the future, Hackney Showrooms.
fb.com/scotteeisfat

13.01
NEW QUEER VISIONS
Moth Club, London
Is it regressive to be regretful? Is 
forward-thinking looking forward? 
Memory can be a wheeler-dealer 
healer in these touching stories about 
queer characters and souls dealing 
with the ups, the downs and those 
balmy moments inbetween.
tinyurl.com/DIVAVisions

04.01
LEZ/BI SOCIAL 
Bridgewater House, Crewe
Come along and grab a mug of tea or 
coffee and meet other lez and bi women.  
A regular non-scene alternative for ladies 
who lunch/coffee/just fancy a chinwag.
tinyurl.com/DIVACrewe

11.01
LESBIANS WHO TECH
Dead Dolls House, London
Chase way those January blues and join 
Lesbians Who Tech for Dirty Thursdays at 
The Dead Dolls House. #HappyHour
lesbianswhotech.org

13.01
LGBT AUTISM GROUP
Queen’s Crescent, Glasgow
An inclusive space for people who identify 
as autistic or Aspergic. The aim is to create 
a safe social space, reduce social isolation, 
increase confidence and self-esteem, and 
empower individuals to become active 
within their communities. 16+ only.
tinyurl.com/DIVAAutism

16.01
MASTERS OF SEX
Goldsmiths University, London
Exploring issues like feminism, queerness, 
womanhood, censorship and the repre-
sentations of race and sexuality within 
film and the media, attendees will gain 
insight into key themes within feminist 
studies, drawing from film, photography, 
television and archival material.
tinyurl.com/DIVAMasters

17.01
GREEN CARNATION
Cabinet Rooms, Winchester
The Green Carnation is a new, informal 
bi-monthly social for over 25s. The aim is 
to create a friendly and inclusive environ-
ment in which mature Wintonians who 
identify as LGBT, and their friends, can 
socialise. Come by yourself or with pals.
tinyurl.com/DIVACarnation

17.01
LGBT YOUNG PEOPLE
The Scotia Works, Sheffield
This half-day training session will present 
facts and statistics, discuss the context 
within which LGBT+ young people live 
their lives, and address issues including 
emotional wellbeing and homophobia, 
biphobia and transphobia in schools.
tinyurl.com/DIVASAYIT

17.01 
QUEERLESQUE NO 7
The Marlborough, Brighton
Queen of Queerlesque Rubyyy Jones is 
back with her sixth course in the study 
and development of queerlesque. This 
thorough and exciting series has a strong 
focus on neo-burlesque and will incor-
porate queer performance devices like 
lip-syncing, activism through performance 
and classic burlesque origins of striptease, 
clown and dance. All genders welcome.
tinyurl.com/DIVAQueerlesque

19.01 
MOON SAFARI
Jazz Cafe, London
Ok, so technically it’s not an LGBTQ night, 
but Air’s Moon Safari performed on 
steel drums? It marks 20 years since the 
groundbreaking downtempo album was 
released. I’m there!
tinyurl.com/DIVAAir

‘til 03.02
DENIM: WORLD TOUR
Soho Theatre, London
It’s pop in a dazzling new costume. It’s 
drag as you’ve never seen before. Revel 
in Denim’s unique brand of explosive pop, 
as they give back to their billions* of fans. 
(*This is an estimate.)
sohotheatre.com/whats-on

| DIARY | LISTINGS |

93





Michele Knight is a queer psychic, astrologer, 
broadcaster, TV personality and best-selling author. 
She lives in a castle with her Gemini gal, parrot, pigs, 
dogs and donkeys. micheleknight.com

MICHELE 
KNIGHT 
READS THE 
QUEER STARS 
FOR YOU

your goddess-self and taking charge of 
the people and things that have been 
pissing you off. Look out for a strange 
coincidence that changes everything. 
LEO (24 JULY-23 AUG) 

Want to shake up your home and turn 
it into a love shack? On the 8th, the Sun 
and lucky Jupiter are in your corner. 
You have the stamina to get things 
done and stick to all your resolutions, 
and a fellow hottie is impressed. 
Mid-month, a surprising love interest 
pops up. A Full Moon eclipse on the 
31st is in your sign. It’s a new cycle, so 
don your Wonder Woman cape and fly 
confidently to the next chapter.
VIRGO (24 AUG-23 SEPT)  

Venus and the Sun are having a 
love-in with intense Pluto on the 9th. 
Your passion is stoked, and fun and 
frolics pepper the month. Expect big 
changes. January offers you the most 
imaginative, lusty month of the year. 
Put yourself out there – a soulmate or 
ideal lover could be revealed. You’re all 
psychic on the 31st, trust your intuition.
LIBRA (24 SEPT-23 OCT)  

When Venus snuggles up with lucky 
Jupiter on the 8th, you should start 
to feel secure. You might move in 
with your babe or radically decorate. 
You’re longing for security, and the 
planets are helping you create more 
abundance in 2018. No more wasting 
time with hot messes or being a bad 
kitty, your tribe, home and fam are 
your priority. By the 20th you are ready 
for a fresh chapter of pleasure.
SCORPIO (24 OCT-22 NOV) 

You are the queen of January. This 
month has a shedload of surprises. 
On the 7th, sexy Mars is kissing lucky 
Jupiter, giving you sensual overload. 
On the 8th, Mars and your ruler hit it 
off and on the 9th Venus, the planet 
of love, joins intense Pluto, making 

you irresistible. It’s all about lust, soul 
connections and having the belief in 
yourself to blaze towards your prize. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 NOV-22 DEC) 

Life is very Harry Potter this month 
as you bump into all sorts of odd 
coincidences. You’re drawn to crystals, 
meditation and hippy things. Blame 
Jupiter, who is encouraging you to dig 
deeper. Sassy Mars is going into your 
sign on the on the 26th rebooting your 
energy. You can do anything now but 
pay attention to who and what you 
commit to.
CAPRICORN (23 DEC-20 JAN) 

January holds an inferno of possibility 
for you! We kick off with a Full Moon 
in your love zone. Single? Look out 
for a warm-hearted water sign gal 
who has you tingling with delight. 
The New Moon on the 17th is in your 
sign, and it’s time to release the past 
and get your swagger on. A profound 
conversation on the 24th could change 
everything. 
AQUARIUS (21 JAN-19 FEB) 

An unexpected conversation has you 
intrigued on the 2nd. Trust in your 
brilliance and seal the deal.  
A passionate desire could become a 
reality on the 9th. When Venus enters 
your sign on the 18th, you’re a walking 
love spell. Don’t forget to love yourself 
as this is the perfect time to regain 
confidence. When the Sun enters your 
sign on the 20th, it’s Aquarius season, 
and you’re feeling bold.
PISCES (20 FEB-20 MARCH) 

This month kicks off with a juicy 
watery Full Moon sparkling in your 
lusty, creative zone. You have an extra 
punch to not only achieve a goal but 
also to up your game with a babe. 
Thrust yourself into the spotlight and 
embrace it! Hang out with your bosom 
buddies to recharge on the 20th.

JANUARY
ARIES (21 MARCH-20 APRIL) 

You’re launching into 2018 with a lust 
for power and change. You have all the 
skills to snatch a win, but avoid being 
shady. A secret work flirt and off-limits 
canoodling give this month a spicy 
edge. Stay focused, the New Moon 
could clinch success on the 17th. The 
Full Moon eclipse on the 31st brings a 
shift in your love shenanigans. Take a 
risk, go for what makes you happy. 
TAURUS (21 APRIL-21 MAY) 

Don’t be drained by askholes in 
2018 (pals seeking your advice and 
then ignoring it). It’s time to focus 
on you. Jan offers you adventure, 
new horizons and quirky lovers who 
make you laugh. When Venus hugs 
game-changer Pluto on the 9th, you 
decide that wildness, freedom and the 
unusual are what you seek. January 
plunges you into intoxicating desires 
with as many plot twists as Orphan 
Black. 
GEMINI (22 MAY-21 JUNE) 

When Mercury hits up Uranus on the 
6th, strange and compelling ideas, 
gals and groups cross your path. 
There’s also an overwhelming sexual 
attraction that blows your mind. Keep 
focused, someone powerful has their 
eye on you. What do you want to 
achieve? The New Moon on the 17th 
shows you how strong you are. Do you 
believe in you? Your sizzling linguistic 
skills can take you where you want.
CANCER (22 JUNE-23 JULY) 

There’s a delicious Full Moon on 
the 2nd, and she’s delivering you a 
message from the get-go that 2018 can 
be different. Have you been feeling a 
bit “meh” lately? You’re coming into 
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A-Z pets

www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 
0118 979 3880 

Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 
(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading)

Bespoke Tailoring With A Twist

The Butch Clothing Company
Bespoke Clothing

www.thebutchclothingcompany.co.uk
info@thebutchclothingcompany.co.uk
Mob: 07851 227669  Tel: 01892 836936

a-z bespoke tailoring a-z bespoke tailoring

a-z bespoke tailoring

Bambú 
Country House Holiday Studios

Exclusively for lesbians
Spectacular mountain and coastal scenery

Quality self-catering suites

Stunning pool and terraces

Perfect location to enjoy the coast, beaches, 

mountain villages and historic cities

Complete privacy and relaxation

Fabulous company, conversation and laughter

www.bambu-resort.com
Andalucía, Spain

travel international spain



www.dianaporter.co.uk

monday - saturday: 10:30am - 6:00pm       sunday: 11:30am - 4:30pm

shop in store or online - commission service available

33 park  street  bristol  bs1 5nh   t: +44(0)117 909 0225

a-z jewellery
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a-z removals

travel uk lake district

Call 015394 45566 for more information
or visit www.broadoakscountryhouse.co.uk
Windermere, Cumbria 5 mins from Lake Windermere

We have been moving 
everything, everywhere 
for lesbians and gay men 

since 1988

LIGHT/MEDIUM & 
HEAVY DUTY LONG/SHORT HAUL  

FREE ESTIMATES WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
DSS WELCOME

0208 533 3218
FAST, EFFICIENT FRIENDLY & RELIABLE

www.shirleysremovals.com
hello@shirleysremovals.com



Love ‘em or hate ‘em, emojis 
are here to stay. So, in praise of 
the pure, unadulterated joy and 
poetry of the emoji, we’ve put 
together the #LesmojiChallenge! 

Can you guess which films we’ve 
recreated? Don’t forget to tweet 
@DIVAMagazine using the 
hastag #LesmojiChallenge to let 
us know what you think. Guess the film

FANCY A NEW YEAR’S CHALLENGE? WE’VE REWRITTEN 
SOME OF OUR FAVE LEZ/BI FILMS USING EMOJIS 

ANSWERS   1. Blue Is The Warmest Colour     2. Below Her Mouth     3. Desert Hearts     4. The Kids Are Alright     5. Bound     6. Carol

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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The release of Phase One of these stunning homes forms part of a three phase development within Woolwich 
Arsenal in the Royal Borough of Greenwich. These apartments are just a short stroll from Woolwich Town Centre, 
offering high street retail outlets and a vibrant street market.

Trinity Walk also benefits from excellent transport links. The national rail service runs into central London with 
direct services to London Bridge, Charing Cross and Cannon Street. The DLR service runs to Bank and Stratford. 
South and South-East can be linked to the town centre via bus routes. We look forward to the Cross Rail in 2018.

sales@pahousing.co.uk     www.sales.pahousing.co.uk

Two & three bedroom Shared Ownership 
apartments for sale in Woolwich Arsenal, SE18

2 bedroom apartments:

Minimum share 25 % = £97,500

(Full Market Value from £390,000)

 

3 bedroom apartments:

Minimum share 25% = £107,500

(Full Market Value from £430,000)

PHASE ONE
RELEASED

TRINITY WALK, ROYAL BOROUGH OF GREENWICH  SE18



Happy New Year to DIVA readers 
from all of us at Heathrow Airport


