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  AND ANOTHER THING . . . 

The discovery Alex Thomson’s 2006 Hugo 

Boss (page 9) illustrates the shocking 

longevity of modern yacht materials. How 

many other abandoned yachts are still out 

there? Donald Crowhurst’s Teignmouth 

Electron, which went missing in 1969, is still 

around, lying ashore in the Cayman Islands 

The Caribbean was the most dangerous area for yacht 

attacks in 2015, according to Dryad Maritime’s latest 

stats. The specialist marine security company said 

attacks rose from 16 to 50 last year, 

with the majority being 

robberies. But it suspects the 

increase can be ‘attributed to 

better reporting’

Skip Novak says the unsayable this month: that 

smaller and simpler boats can be more liberating. 

One way of having the privacy and faster sailing of a 

bigger boat and the 

exploration 

qualities of a 

smaller one would 

be with a decent 

exploration/

weekender tender. 

Why is no one 

innovating here?
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Buoyed up is expression we would use of the 

feeling at boat shows this winter. The numbers 

of visitors at Boot Düsseldorf, the world’s 

largest show, may have been up only marginally 

by 2.8 per cent to 247,000 in total, but we 

divined a more enthusiastic atmosphere, and 

our feeling is that more people are seriously 

thinking about buying a new yacht.

This enthusiasm for getting on with fun on 

the water is mirrored by clutches of new yacht 

designs. At no time in the past have new yachts 

been quite so diverse as they are right now. 

Toby Hodges’s pick of the new crop for 2016 on 

page 22 highlights this. From sporty coastal 

trimarans such the Dragonfl y 25 to robust 

aluminium exploration voyagers like the 

Adventure 55, or even the foiling keelboat 

Quant 23, the range is deliciously wide.

The sailing world is seeing the long-term 

effects of declining participation by Baby 

Boomers, a generation that picked up sailing 

and swept it along through their lifetimes. 

Generations X and Y are, as a rule, less 

committed to one hobby and have different 

priorities. For them, sailing needs to be faster-

paced, less time-hungry, but also thrilling. 

Clever, modern ideas, aesthetics and 

technology are important to 

them, tradition and history 

less so, and designers and 

builders are responding. 

The results are fascinating. 

Elaine Bunting  Editor
Twitter @elainebunting

Fun on the water

Become a Yachting World reader with benefi ts: visit www.yachtingworld.com/16S to subscribe today
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video of a crew amusing themselves 

with some acrobatic swinging from a 

halyard of the First 40 Sailplane while 

racing at Dartmouth Regatta was postponed 

was one of our most viewed videos in February. 

The clip posted on Yachting World’s Facebook 

page went viral, reaching over 1.2 million people.

It looks like great fun. Not that we are 

advocating risky stunts of course – but exactly 

how did they do that? Find out on page 13.

Photo by Joe Bottomley

PICTURE THIS

Swing time
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uch of western Europe has been battered 

this winter by a relentless string of named 

storms. While this has put paid to off-season 

cruising and club racing plans for most, it has created 

opportunities for the hell-men who live for the big 

swells generated by low pressure systems. 

Nazaré, 120km north of Lisbon, Portugal, has in 

the last five years become one of the world’s top big 

wave surf spots – and clifftops close by make for a 

particularly spectacular viewing platform. 

In February, Australian big wave windsurfing 

specialist Jason Polakow became the first person to 

try sailing these 30m monsters.

Photo by Jorge Leal/Red Bull Content Pool

PICTURE THIS

Storm rider
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Missing Sunsail catamaran 
found and lost again

Above: the crew, 

Anthony Murray, 

Reginald Robertson 

and Jaryd Payne

Top and below: the 

upturned hull of the 

cat was spotted in 

January this year
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he upturned hull of a Sunsail 

catamaran that went missing with 

its three delivery crew on 18 January 

2015 was sighted exactly one year later, 

giving a clue as to what happened to the men 

believed to have perished.

Sunsail RC044-978, belonging to sailing 

holiday specialist Tui Marine, went missing 

while on delivery to Thailand following a refit 

at Cape Town builder Robertson and Caine.  

It departed Cape Town on 14 December 2014 

bound for Phuket with a crew of three, but 

there were no further communications from 

the crew after 18 January 2015. 

In January 2016 it was found capsized at 

sea, 40 miles off Cape Agulhas at the 

southern tip of South Africa.

The delivery crew were skipper Anthony 

Murray, 58, who had over 30 years and 

500,000 miles’ experience, Reginald 

Robertson, 59, and Jaryd Payne, 20. All three 

were South African nationals and 

professional sailors contracted to deliver the 

yacht to its Thailand base.

Communication from the yacht via an 

Iridium satellite phone was regular after their 

departure until 18 January. At that time the 

estimated arrival date was given as 12 

February. The last reported position on 15 

January was 2,190 miles north-north-west of 

Perth, Australia, still 2,374 miles from Phuket. 

A public satellite picture search attracted 

a large following, as has the Facebook page 

set up by the crews’ families called 

‘Searching for Anthony, Reg & Jaryd’.  

Sunsail reported that on 21 May 2015 a 

container ship took photographs of an 

upturned vessel approximately 600 miles 

south-east of Mauritius. Despite a 21-day 

search to locate the yacht, organised with a 

local specialist firm in Mauritius, there were 

no further sightings. 

On 18 January this year, Sunsail and the 

crews’ families received notification from the 

Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre 

(MRCC) that a Brazilian navy ship had 

sighted an upturned vessel in the Indian 

Ocean, off the southern coast of South 

Africa. It was a year to the day since contact 

had been lost with the crew, and in that time 

the vessel had drifted thousands of miles 

back towards South Africa. 

Another sighting
Five days later the National Sea Rescue 

Institute (NSRI) launched a rescue craft 

following another sighting. It took photos and 

video of the upturned hulls, including a 

picture of the manufacturer’s plate thought 

to identify it as the missing Sunsail cat.

A tracking beacon was attached to the 

catamaran. Sunsail reported that the MRCC 

and SAMSA marine authorities dispatched a 

tug to tow the catamaran to port, “however, it 

appears the yacht broke free from the tow.” 

Subsequent searches by air proved fruitless 

and the hull has yet to be seen again. 

Distraught at losing the vessel once again, 

the families put out a strong statement 

online on 1 February (www.bloodonthehulls.

com). As well as highlighting the latest 

developments, it attacks Sunsail and its 

owners the Tui Group for not agreeing to 

meet with them after this latest sighting, and 

aspects of its handling of the case.

We spoke to Sunsail, but the company 

referred us to its official statements, that it 

“received a request to meet with the families 

and is happy to organise a private meeting 

with them” and that, on 19 February, “Sunsail 

has approached the families to organise a 

private meeting with them, either individually 

or as a group, held in Cape Town.” 

“We are calling for an inquest into the 

incident and a full investigation,” say the 

families on their website. 

They went on: “We hereby commit to 

dedicate ourselves to finding, not just the 

answers to what happened to our loved ones, 

but to improving conditions, establishing 

fairer practices and enforcing compliance 

with legislation for working sailors around 

the world. We will do this with the single aim 

of making their lives safer.”

18 January 2015: the last known position at 26.30°S 

80.00°E, 2,374nm from Phuket.

21 May 2015: a container ship took photographs of an 

upturned vessel approximately 600nm SE of Mauritius. 

14 January 2016: an upturned hull was sighted by the 

Brazilian Naval vessel Amazonas 78nm off Cape Recife.

23 January:  the hull again sighted 42nm off Cape Agulhas. 

A rescue craft was launched by National Sea Rescue 

Institute (NSRI) Agulhas, which took photos and attached  

a tracking beacon. 

The tug Peridot was dispatched and started to tow the 

hull in the direction of Cape Town. The tow broke free and 

the catamaran has not been seen since. 

  TIMELINE
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Yachtsmen have been seeing 

evidence of climate change in the 

Arctic for many years, and these 

changes have been opening up the 

North West Passage to yacht transits 

and some commercial ship transits. 

Now new predictions by the 

National Oceanography Centre (NOC) 

suggest that ice will recede to such an 

extent that commercial summer 

shipping across the North Pole may 

be possible by the end of this century, 

and potentially for ice-strengthened 

ships by 2040.

This much shorter route from 

Europe to the Pacific, saving time and 

fuel, would make it an attractive one, 

and scientists believe that, if the thaw 

rate continues as predicted, as much 

as ten per cent of all cargo could be 

taken this way. NOC ocean models 

also suggest that 40 per cent of Arctic 

summer sea-ice cover will consist of 

broken-up ice by the 2040s, which 

would allow passage of certain 

classes of ice-strengthened ships.

Only relatively recently have 

transits to and from the Bering Strait 

by the North West Passage been 

possible. Since the first crossing by 

Amundsen in 1906, only one vessel 

made it through every ten years on 

average, but since 2000 it has 

become more frequent. In 2012, a 

record number of 30 vessels went 

through and, for the first time in 2013, 

a large bulk carrier. Yet in 2014, only 17 

vessels managed to complete the full 

Passage during a short, cold summer.

The potential for commercial 

shipping to use high Arctic routes 

raises concerns about possible oil 

pollution, which is also a topic  

under investigation.

These extraordinary photos of the 

shipwrecked hull of Alex Thomson’s Hugo 

Boss were taken in February in Patagonia by 

Cristian Donoso during a kayak expedition. 

Thomson abandoned the boat 1,000 

miles from Cape Town during the solo Velux 

5 Oceans race in November 2006 and was 

rescued by fellow competitor Mike Golding 

in the southern Indian Ocean when the 

section of the canting keel head that 

attached the rams snapped off so that the 

keel was swinging freely. 

He and his team agreed that keel failure 

was imminent, and Mike Golding sailing 

Ecover returned into headwinds to make a 

dramatic and difficult rescue (read Golding’s 

own account at yachtingworld.com)

The discovery almost a decade later 

shows that the main part of the hull travelled 

over 10,000 nautical miles round the world 

on wind and currents to end up in a remote 

part of the Bernardo O’Higgins National Park 

in Chile. The hull would seem to have 

survived because the keel did, indeed, detach 

from it. The cockpit area has also broken off 

and the mast, deck hardware, standing and 

running rigging are all gone. 

Stewart Hosford, managing director of 

Alex Thomson Racing says: “We could not 

believe it could go so far when we assumed it 

had sunk. To date, we have not been 

contacted by anyone, and it is owned by the 

insurance company, but of course if it needs 

to be dealt with we will support that.”

Hugo Boss hull washes up after drifting 
10,000 miles through Southern Ocean

With only eight months to go before the start 

of the 2016/17 Vendée Globe solo round the 

world race, there are 28 registered skippers 

and potentially three more entries, taking the 

field to a level of one of the strongest since 

the race began in 1989.

The entry list includes a number of new 

designs sporting large V-shaped foils, the 

aim of which is to boost speed by reducing the 

yacht’s displacement in certain conditions. 

New designs include Seb Josse’s Edmond de 

Rothschild, Armel Le Cléac’h’s Banque 

Populaire and Alex Thomson’s Hugo Boss.

Skippers out to win include all of the 

above, plus such big French names as former 

Vendée winner Vincent Riou, Jérémie Beyou, 

Jean-Pierre Dick and Yann Eliès. Indeed, the 

race has never had so many top echelon 

racers. The field also includes some 

interesting entries from racers who have not 

been able to raise funds for the latest design, 

but who are building experience for a 

possible future race, such as New Zealand’s 

Conrad Coleman, Mini 6.50 specialist 

Thomas Ruyant and Romain Attanasio (Sam 

Davies’s partner).

Then there are the ‘adventurers’ who, 

while not out to win, are another fascinating 

component of the race. They include 

American sailor Rich Wilson and Britain’s 

Richard Tolkien, the latter returning 16 years 

after his last Vendée Globe, when he retired 

with rig problems.

For full details see www.vendeeglobe.org

Arctic shipping 

routes may open 

this centuryAbove: a kayaker in 

Patagonia took these 

photos of the wrecked 

hull of Alex Thomson’s  

Hugo Boss

Conrad Coleman – 

new entrant from NZ

Armel Le Cleac’h 

– Banque Populaire

Seb Josse – Edmond 

de Rothschild

Above: Le Cleac’h’s new Banque Populaire is 

one of the first IMOCA 60s to utilise a foil

Big entry for solo Vendée Globe

P
h

o
to

s
: C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 D

o
n

o
so

Y
va

n
 Z

e
d

d
a

A
le

x
is

 C
o

u
rc

o
u

x

April 2016 I 9

Ji
m

m
y

 C
o

rn
e

ll



Above: the yacht Liliz takes Joule in tow shortly before the line breaks 

and the yacht goes down. You can see divers leaping from the vessel

Top sailor Dee Caffari is planning to 

raise money for cancer and give a 

boost to one of Britain’s most 

challenging multisport events this 

summer when she takes part in the 

Three Peaks Race. 

The race, which has run every year 

but one since 1977, is one of the most 

arduous coastal races anywhere in 

the world, combining some highly 

technical navigation and sailing 

passages between Barmouth and Fort 

William, with running to the top of the 

highest mountains in Wales, England 

and Scotland: Snowdon, Scafell and 

Ben Nevis. 

Caffari will be sailing a Reflex 38 

with fellow Volvo Ocean Race crew 

Libby Greenhalgh plus sailor/runners 

Traharn Chidley, Rob Barnes and  

Matt Hinge.

“Matt is a novice runner and Rob, 

who is a fell runner who can sail, is 

going to help him with his training. He 

will probably only do one peak and 

then help me sail with Libby, but can 

always run again should anyone get ill 

or injured,” Caffari says.

“I am really excited about it. We 

hope to raise money for Sail 4 Cancer 

and some [awareness] of the event.” 

Caffari to tackle 

Three Peaks

T
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Charter yacht sinks in 600m
hese were the final moments of a 

Beneteau Oceanis 48 charter yacht 

that sank to the north-west of 

Guadeloupe in January. The yacht Joule, 

which was being chartered by a crew of five 

people, began taking in water believed to be 

from the rudder stock.

Another boat, Liliz, tried to take the 

stricken yacht in tow, but the tow line broke.  

A rescue boat from SNSM Pointe-à-Pitre went 

to the crew’s aid and two divers were airlifted 

to the scene by MRCC Fort-de-France. They 

were too late to help and the yacht sank 

leaving divers swimming in the water.

All the crew were safely transferred across 

by tender before the yacht sank in 600m of 

water near the island of Kahouanne.

Loic Bonnet, managing director of yacht 

charter company Dream Yacht Charters 

explained: “The clients said they had a 

problem with the steering wheel and at some 

stage they were sailing under autopilot when 

the steering wheel went from one way to the 

other. Water came in through the rudder 

stock. [The reason] is not clear.” He says that 

from video shot at the time the rudder blade 

itself seems undamaged.

“We don’t know at the moment, and we 

cannot recover the boat from 600m.”

Bonnet says that, when new three years 

ago, the yacht was sailed across the Atlantic 

from France and the company’s first priority 

was to check for faults among other yachts of 

the same type.

“We checked all similar boats from the 

same year and we didn’t find anything wrong.”

Loic Bonnet set up Dream Yacht Charters 

in the Seychelles in 2001. The company has 

expanded to over 450 boats in 36 locations 

around the world from the Indian Ocean to 

Australia and the Pacific.



Above left: Tom and 

Vicky Jackson won 

the OCC Award for 34 

years of cruising.

Above: the crew of 

Continuum rescued 

another yacht in the 

Pacific, winning the 

Seamanship award

Left and above: Michael Johnson won the Barton Cup for a 

two-year transit of the North West Passage aboard Gitana

Winners of the Ocean Cruising Club’s (OCC) 

annual awards have marked some 

fascinating cruises by the club’s many 

members. The OCC was founded in 1945 by 

the late Humphrey Barton and is open to 

anyone who has done a non-stop cruise of 

more than 1,000 miles in a yacht of less than 

70ft, and its members sail all over the world.

The club’s leading award, the Barton Cup, 

went to Michael Johnson, who sailed his 

yacht Gitana on a two-year transit of the 

North West Passage from the Chesapeake to 

Nome, Alaska. Johnson won the same award 

26 years ago for an engineless east-west 

rounding of Cape Horn in 85 days.

The club’s Award of Merit went to six 

crews and the club’s port officer in Vanuatu 

for the efforts they made to help local people 

after hurricane Pam. 

Tom and Vicky Jackson, sailing their 40ft 

S&S design Sunstone, won the OCC Award 

for their 34 years of cruising and racing on 

board, covering over 200,000 miles, 

including an 80,000-mile circumnavigation 

rounding all of the five Great Capes.   

Meanwhile, the Vasey Vase went to 

Australian doctor John Vallentine, who 

voyaged over ten years in his yacht Tainui.  

The former chief executive of World Sailing, the 

governing body of sailing formerly known as ISAF, 

has claimed he was sacked for trying to get the 

sailing Olympics away from the polluted waters of 

Guanabara Bay. 

Peter Sowrey, who was replaced by Andy Hunt in 

January, claims that when he tried to change the 

venue he was “told to gag myself on the subject”.

Sowrey proposed that the sailing Games should 

be moved to Búzios, a resort 100 miles east of Rio 

near Cape Frio that has hosted other sailing events.

The Guardian newspaper reported that Sowrey, 

who came to ISAF from the consulting company 

Accenture and left in December 2015 after only 

five months, commented: “The board felt I was way 

too aggressive. They basically voted me out.  

I didn’t resign. The board finally told me to leave.”

Independent water testing of Guanabara Bay 

conducted last year by Associated Press showed 

that viruses linked to untreated sewage from the 

city’s favelas was at levels ‘up to 1.7 million times 

what would be considered highly alarming in the 

US or Europe’.

The Brazilian Olympic sailor Lars Grael has said 

that in the last year he has seen human bodies in 

the bay on four different occasions.

For half of each year he provided medical 

services to remote Aboriginal outstations in 

the western Australian deserts and for the 

other half he sailed to cold climates and 

often isolated locations. 

In 2013, Tainui became the second foreign 

yacht to voyage from the White Sea through 

Russia and Ukraine to the Black Sea. 

Vallentine and his present crew, Maxine, have 

written a guide book to these waters, which 

is being published later this year.

Several other awards were made, 

including the club’s Seamanship award to 

Bob and Mona Jankowski who sailed their 

yacht Continuum in strong winds and rough 

seas in the Pacific to the rescue of another 

yacht crew and subsequently managed a 

safe transfer by dinghy. 

Most adventurous cruises win top awards

Sacked chief claims he was ‘gagged’  

by World Sailing on Rio’s dirty water

Williams wins 

sixth World 

Match title
Ian Williams dominated the World Match 

Racing Tour’s season finale, the Monsoon 

Cup, to scoop his sixth world title. It was a 

performance that extends the Briton’s 

record as the most successful match 

racing skipper in the history of the Tour.

Williams paid tribute to his team, 

which includes mainsheet trimmer Gerry 

Mitchell, headsail trimmer Mal Parker and 

tactician Chris Main. His season’s victory 

earned him US$80,000, to add to the 

$75,000 for winning the Monsoon Cup. 

The World Match Racing Tour is now 

heading into its first season on multihulls. 

Some 20 teams will compete in M32 

catamarans for the US$1 million reserved 

for the championship winner. 

The first of the 16-event schedule for 

the 2016 world championship season is in 

Fremantle, Western Australia and runs 

from 2-7 March.
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Cowes fire causes greatest 
single loss of classic yachts 

  The confirmed losses

Witch

The Charles Sibbick 36ft cutter Witch was 

undergoing an extensive restoration by Martin 

Nott at Moreton Marine. Nott owned her for 

nine years. “I became a boatbuilder when I 

didn’t know how to fix her,” he said. 

The restoration began in Emsworth before 

he moved her to Cowes in 2012 – and to within 

100m of where she was built in 1902. Nott 

found scant documentation on her designer 

and builder Charles Sibbick, so compiled a list 

of designs on his website. 

“We were probably six months away from 

having the deck and last few planks done. All it 

needed was spars, sails and engine. That was 

the disappointing thing – we were so close.”

The photo above shows the hull the day 

before the fire – “I had just been splining the 

topsides,” said Nott. The extensive 

documentation of her rebuild is at www.

martinnott.com/Witch/RestorationD
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devastating fire that broke out in 

Medina Village, Cowes on 25 January 

destroyed over 30 boats, including a 

number of irreplaceable classic yachts.

The Medina Village site where the blaze 

occurred comprises several industrial units. 

The main unit affected, originally a machine 

shop, was used for storage by David Heritage 

Yacht Racing. 

The fire, which the fire service confirmed 

was accidental, is believed to have broken 

out in a car workshop attached to the end of 

this building and spread rapidly to a building 

where the majority of boats lost were stored, 

before engulfing Moreton Marine and two 

classic yacht restorations in that area. 

“Our shed is totally gone,” Patrick 

Moreton of Moreton Marine confirmed. Its 

losses included the 58ft Mylne-designed 

ketch Fedoa of Bute, nearing completion at 

the end of a seven-year restoration. Also in 

his yard was the 1902-built 36ft cutter Witch, 

which was undergoing a long-term 

restoration by Martin Nott. A Dunkirk Little 

Ship was also destroyed in the fire. 

 “We lost 32 boats,” said Sarah Ross from 

David Heritage Racing Yachts. These include 

17 Etchells (over half the Cowes fleet), five 

Dragons, five X One-Designs, a quarter 

tonner and a vintage steam launch (see 

details right). “I think it is the worst single 

disaster to affect so many classic boats in 

one event,” said XOD class captain Mike Till.

“Everything in the storage unit was a total 

loss,” Ross confirmed. David Heritage’s staff 

is now back in the workshop, however the 

buildings affected by the fire are now a 

“demolition site”. 

“It was a very sad day for Cowes and for 

yacht racing,” said Ross, “but it could have 

been worse – everyone got out safely.”

Above: Fedoa ablaze 

during the fire in 

Cowes, one of the 

more than 30 classic 

yachts destroyed

Fedoa of Bute

A 58ft 6in Alfred Mylne ketch, built in 1927 by 

Bute Slip Co in Port Bannatyne. 

Heartbreakingly, she was in the final stages 

of a seven-year restoration by Patrick 

Moreton at Moreton Marine. “I bought the 

boat in 2009 and sold it as an ongoing 

project in 2013,” Moreton said. Full details of 

her rebuild can be found at www.fedoa.blog 

spot.co.uk or www.moretonmarine.co.uk 



Rapier K2389
A 1956 Pedersen & Thuesen Dragon, launched 

as Scimitar. Her current owner, seasoned 

Dragon sailor Martin Payne, told us he had 

spent £40,000 on her two-year refit. “Every 

single deck beam had been removed, cleaned, 

reglued and epoxied before replacing. She 

would have been worth £100,000.” 

The keel was redone, the floors taken out, 

bulkheads replaced and all deck beams 

removed. She was fully sheathed and just 

needed the deck replacing and fitting out. 

“They’re unique,” said Payne. “Rapier won 

Cowes Week in 1957 the year after she was 

built. I was just looking forward to racing her 

on the circuit.”  

XODs
X52 Anitra 
Built in 1935 by Woodnutts Boatyard on the 

Isle of Wight – the original MD of which was 

the XOD designer Alfred Westmacott. 

Twice winner of Cowes Week Captain’s 

Cup, Anitra was latterly owned by Paul Kelsey, 

vice captain of the Cowes fleet. “The feeling of 

the owners is that we are mere custodians of 

these beautiful old boats, in order to pass 

them on to future owners,” said Kelsey. “To 

lose so many is tragic.”

X75 Delight
Built in 1938 by Woodnutts and regarded as an 

example of this yard’s best work. “She was a 

beautiful boat, completely restored and 

immaculate,” said owner and XOD class 

captain Mike Tell. “It’s a terrible loss for me.”

X81 Sapphire
Built in 1946 by Woodnutts and owned by 

ex-Yachting Monthly staffer Jeremy Field. 

X99 Xin Bai
Built in the early 1950s at Hamper, she 

belonged to Andrew Cooper since 2009, 

whose mother Mary had also previously 

owned her. China White, Cooper’s Etchells, 

was also lost in the fire. 

X108 Leading Wind
Built in 1955, she had an excellent racing 

record, including back-to-back Cowes Week 

victories in 1959 and 1960. Last owned by 

Hamble fleet member Hamish Calder.

Espada
This celebrated quarter-tonner, designed by 

Bruce Farr and built by Geoff Hunt in 1980, 

was bought by Peter Morton in 2005. He and 

his wife, Louise, have raced her to many 

victories, including the Quarter Ton Cup and 

Cowes Week. She was reportedly sold to 

Julian Metherall in February 2015. 

Etchells fleet
Seventeen boats were lost, three of which 

were inactive (Fetching, Wild Thing and Pale 

Tide). Four boats were less than two years 

old (Time&Tide, Swedish Blue, Exabyte and 

Betsy). The remaining ten were Escape, 

China White, Elvis, Matatu Dubh, Ray of Light, 

Esprit, Efreya, Tango, Matatu and High Tide.

“All the active boat owners have replaced 

their boats,” said Cowes Etchells Fleet 

Captain David Franks. 

How to swing aboard the 

First 40 Sailplane – the 

video that went viral on 

Yachting World’s 

Facebook page. 

Joe Bottomley, the 

boat’s self-appointed 

‘chief of halyard swinging’ explains: ‘Attach a fender to the end 

of two spinnaker halyards or a pole topping lift and jib halyard. 

Adjust so the fender is as high as possible, one person per 

fender. Motor as fast as possible in a straight line. 

‘Once up to speed, put the helm down hard to starboard. 

The stern will take a couple of seconds to kick and you will feel 

it when the rudder catches and suddenly the stern will swing 

right out. This is when they should jump.

‘At this point you want to knock the throttle into neutral as 

this will put the forward energy into sideways energy once the 

jumpers start to fly out to the side. 

‘Now here’s the most important part, and where it begins 

to become dangerous. Jump too early and you narrowly avoid 

the stern of the boat if it kicks in early, and too late you will 

end up hitting the bow. 

‘If you want to go for the record, you need somebody really 

mad to get round the front of the forestay. This happened 

during our video – the other three fell off, which catapulted 

our record jumper round the bow.’

For full instructions see yachtingworld.com/videos

Kariat
A 34ft 11in compound steam-engined launch 

built in 1897 by Liquid Fuel Engineering 

Company in Cowes. She was brought back to 

Cowes in 2003 by current owner John Power 

and selected for the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee Pageant on 3 June 2012. 

Vere 
Built in 1905 as an admiral’s steam pinnace. 

The Association of Dunkirk Little Ships 

reports that in May 1940 Vere made several 

trips to Dunkirk and is ‘credited with the 

rescue of 346 British and Allied troops.’ Her 

current owner, Ian Campbell, ‘had spent 

£80,000 trying to bring the boat back to its 

former glory,’ the BBC reported.

She was one of the historic vessels 

featured in the ‘WWI: Britain’s Surviving 

Vessels’, managed by National Historic Ships.

Owner Lloyd Thornburg started another blistering Caribbean 

race season in his MOD70 Phaedo3 in January when he broke his 

own record for the RORC Caribbean 600 course. 

With a crew that included British sailor Brian Thompson, the 

crew sped round at speeds up to 40 knots to set a new time of 

31h 59m, an improvement of over an hour-and-a-half on their 

performance last year.  

But that may be because they were pushed so hard by Ned 

Collier Wakefield in the rival MOD70 Concise 10, with a crew that 

featured legend Michel Desjoyeaux. The two big trimarans were 

within sight of each other for most of the 600-mile course and 

Concise 10 finished nine minutes behind.

Caribbean 600 record

A swinging stunt
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  Things to double check for: 

• Sharp clips on shackles

 when connecting the 

 fenders to the halyard.

• Boats close by.

• Swimming abilities.

• Making sure your   

 jumpers aren’t scared

  – it gets pretty high. 

• Securing everything

 down below. 

• Get plenty of action

 photos!



Above: the 47ft 

classic yacht Tara 

found smashed on 

rocks off the Western 

Cape, South Africa

NEXT MONTH

On sale 7 April

On test: Adventure 55
What do you get if you combine a 

rugged aluminium hull with an 

interior like a Najad? You get the 

Adventure 55. We test this 

intriguing fi rst model from a new 

Swedish semi-custom venture.

How to fi ght seasickness
We look at statistics from a round 

the world rally and round the world 

race to fi nd out how different 

people deal with seasickness.

North to Newfoundland
Tom Zydler sails through the 

channels and bays within bays of 

the fascinating Bras d’Or Lake, 

discovering some fi ne and gentle 

summer cruising. 

Short-handed sailing: food 
and sleep
The fuel to keep going is vital to 

short-handed sailing. Solo sailor Pip 

Hare shares what she has learned 

about preparing and planning. 

To Greenland with a chicken
French sailor Guirec Soudée is 

overwintering in the Arctic alone 

– except for his pet hen, Monique. 

He has voyaged thousands of miles 

with this experienced sailing fowl. 

Read this incredible true story.

Magritte sinking
Spine-tingling footage taken as 

the ARC yacht starts to go down.

yachtingworld.com/video

VIDEOS yachtingworld.com/video

Rescue of Alex Thomson
Mike Golding describes his 2006 

rescue of Thomson from Hugo Boss. 

yachtingworld.com/features

Weather: gusts and squalls
Chris Tibbs explains the difference 

and how to spot a change in wind.  

yachtingworld.com/weather

Atlantic gear test
A 5,400-mile test of sailing kit by 

Pip Hare during her last Atlantic race. 

yachtingworld.com/gear

Garcia Exploration 52
A larger version of Jimmy Cornell’s 

yacht in which he did the North West 

Passage. yachtingworld.com/boats

RORC Caribbean 600 race
This offshore RORC race is becoming more and 

more popular as grand-prix yachts cross the 

Atlantic to take part.  yachtingworld.com/galleries

Sail a Swan superyacht
Feel the thrill as Toby Hodges sails 

aboard the new Swan 115.  

yachtingworld.com/video

GALLERIES yachtingworld.com/galleries

On yachtingworld.com this month
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ON THE WIND

14 I April 2016

Scotsman and an Irishwoman died 

when the 47ft classic yacht Tara 

grounded in fog on the Western 

Cape, north of Cape Town in the early hours 

of 1 February. George Mills, 61, and Rachel 

Daly, 49, were killed, while Daly’s husband, PJ, 

a 66-year-old Irish sailor and resident in the 

Western Cape, managed to get ashore and 

raise the alarm.

The three crewmembers were said to be 

experienced sailors. The South African 

newspaper group Independent Newspapers 

reported that the yacht was ‘destroyed as 

waves smashed her against the Bokpunt 

rocks north of the Koeberg nuclear power 

station. She ran aground about 0300 on 

Monday in fog on a relatively calm sea. Soon 

after her keel struck, she appeared to have 

capsized. PJ Daly sustained a head injury 

during the grounding, but was able to reach 

the shore and run for help.’

The National Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI) 

said that three of its duty crews were tasked 

following reports of a yacht capsized 

between Bokpunt and Gansekraal. 

“On arrival on the scene the local yacht 

Tara was found broken up in among rocks on 

the shoreline,” it reported. 

Sailors die after grounding in fog

A



� ��� � �� � 	�� � 	� � 	�� � � 	�� � � �� � � �� � � ��� � ��� � 	� �� � ��� �� �

�����������
������

��

 ����
�

����������� "��� 	
���
 ��� ��

	��� ����
��� �� "��� �

	� ��	 ��
��� "�� � �����


���� ��
 ���" 	��
�
��  
������ �� ��� �� ��	
�� ������	�� � �
! �������  
������

��	 � ����� "������ ����� ���
� ���������� ���� ���� "�� �� !
��� ��� ���������

�
���� ��
 ���
� !
 �� 
 �� �
�� "��� ���
� �� �
�� ��� �� �
� ��	 ��
 ������
�� ��

����� "�� ��	 !
 !���� !��� 
� " �� "��� 
"
� ���� �� �
! ��	 	������ ����#����

������ ������ 
 
� ���
 ��
����
 ���� "��� ��������


�	����		 ���� ����� ������

���	������ � ��

���� 	����� ��� �� �

	����� ��� � 
�� �� �

�
��
��
��
��
��


�
�
��	

�
��

�
��
�
��
�
��
�
�
��
��
�



email yachting.world@timeinc.com

Write to The Editor, Yachting World, The Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU

Letters may be edited as appropriate

Left: is this the best 

way to moor up your 

catamaran? Our 

correspondent below 

has an alternative

HAVE YOUR 
SAY: 
Follow us on 

Facebook and  

on Twitter  

@yachtingworld 

for our take on 

the unfolding 

news, and let us 

know your views.

LETTERS

Mooring a catamaran
Although I have found your Catamaran 

Sailing Techniques videos very interesting, 

there is one point I feel the need to criticise.

Part 3 of the sailing techniques illustrated 

by Nigel Irens shows his point of view on the 

best option to pick up a mooring buoy. His 

manoeuvre consists of approaching the buoy 

head on and trying to keep the catamaran 

head to wind, while another crew indicates 

the direction to be followed by the 

helmsman. Once reached, with much effort 

owing to strong wind, a leader rope is taken 

with a boat hook, and the mooring is done.

I consider this manoeuvre extremely 

complicated (and dangerous) and not 

optimal for the following reasons:

• If the wind is strong, a rookie helmsman 

will not be able to keep the boat head to wind 

preventing it from being snatched. 

Consequently the crew will not be able to 

grasp the leader rope safely. I wonder if even 

an experienced skipper would be able to do it 

without ripping the throttle apart.

• The tutorial assumes that a leader rope is 

always attached to the target buoy. My 

experience has taught me that very few 

mooring buoys are equipped with such a 

feature, thus making it impossible to grasp it, 

hold it and safely tie with a knot.

• The distance between the bows and the 

sea is such that it might be dangerous to 

lean out.

•  If by chance you are lucky enough to find 

the leader rope and to complete the 

manoeuvre as shown in the video, you won’t 

be able to perform a safety check on the 

actual state of the piece of rope attached to 

the buoy – it may not have been properly 

maintained or replaced in a while.

• Verbal communication between the 

helmsman and the crew might be hard owing 

to the wind conditions, leading to possible 

misunderstanding; visual signalling is not 

enough to keep the helmsman informed on 

the real position/distance of the target.

My proposal for a safer alternative, even 

for a solo sailor, is firstly to approach the 

buoy stern to the wind (in reverse). Decide 

with which of the two hulls you want to 

approach the target, and choose the one 

closer to your helming position. Keeping the 

boat steady against the wind will be much 

easier in reverse, thus allowing a more 

careful and precise landing on the buoy. 

At this stage, the leader rope or the buoy 

itself will be within easy reach of the steps at 

the stern, by a crew or even the skipper.

The manoeuvre cannot go wrong; the 

helmsman is able to see where he is backing 

and he is in a comfortable position to grasp, 

inspect and tie the rope. 

At this point there can be alternatives to 

position the boat safely head to wind, 

depending on the wind conditions, while 

remaining connected to the mooring buoy.

I have been able to perform this method 

in different conditions and even sailing solo, 

in perfect safety.

Michele Franceschini

Spotting the green flash
I am one of the staff skippers at the Joint 

Services Adventurous Sail Training Centre 

and we have a fleet that travels all over the 

world. We are currently running Exercise 

Transglobe, crewed by members of the HM 

Forces, and will finish a circumnavigation this 

August, having also competed in the 2015 

Rolex Sydney Hobart Race.

So we are well placed to discuss the 

subject of the Green Flash. It would appear, 

from the five of us who have seen it, that 

there are two types of occasion when it has 

been seen.

Some of us have seen it when shoreside 

watching the sun go down and some of us 

have seen it about 500 miles to the east of 

the Caribbean island chain. Others have seen 

it in the Azores, the common denominator 

being at sunset rather than sunrise.

It has to be a clear, straight horizon 

without any land in the way/in sight. There 

can’t be any precipitation about, ie squalls, 

and it has to be in the Tropics, but we have 

only seen it in the Atlantic in the Northern 

Hemisphere.

One of my colleagues went as far as 

saying he has a photo to prove he had seen 

the Green Flash. Back in the day of camera, 

film and tripod he got a picture to prove it on 

the beach at Rodney Bay, Saint Lucia!

Becky Walford

Unconquerable
In the February 2016 issue of Yachting World, 

the coverline ‘Cornell conquers the North 

West Passage’ is certainly dramatic.

After a successful, though trying North 

West Passage from London to Victoria, 

Canada in 2013 aboard Traversay III, I can 

only say that you don’t ‘conquer’ the 

Passage; it merely deigns to let you through!

Larry Roberts

Below: Jimmy Cornell 

plans his transit of the 

fickle North West 

Passage, but who is 

‘conquering’ whom?
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We had many comments on 

Elaine Bunting’s article in the 

February issue asking why it is 

that so few women take the helm 

when manoeuvring alongside. 

Here are some of them:

The thing about a boat is that it 

takes teamwork to make anything 

happen. For some reason we 

generally consider helming to be a 

more skilled role than deck work, 

but both require judgement and 

practice. As a marina manager I do 

get rather depressed by the number 

of male helmsmen who bellow at 

their crew. 

The usual reason for parking 

problems is lack of consideration of 

the wind and the tide, not the height 

of the fenders.

Rachel Hibberd

I learned to sail with my ex, but 

never moored the boat. I did two 

fl otillas with all-male crew and I still 

had no mooring experience! Then I 

taught my new husband how to sail 

on a fl otilla holiday. I had to helm 

and moor up as he was too 

frightened. This year I am teaching 

my son and his girlfriend. 

It is hard: you feel all eyes upon 

you as it is so rare to see women at 

the helm.

Docking a boat is no more 

diffi cult than parking a car as long 

as wind direction and current are 

taken into consideration. Done well, 

docking a boat in a marina requires 

no physical strength. 

Many men in the sailing arena 

are ‘yellers’ and make time aboard 

unpleasant. A good set of hand 

signals that both crew understand 

is a great way to go. 

I have been sailing for over 40 

years and I recently berthed our 

yacht perfectly as a visitor to 

another club. The commodore was 

waiting to welcome and assist. His 

comment to me was: “That was 

good. For a woman.” Unbelievable. 

I should add that I stuff up 

sometimes too, but no more than 

anyone else as I am only human – 

just like the men out there!

R Lyon

I helm YKnot in and out of the berth 

at the Anchorage Marina and fi nd 

it’s often the hardest task for the 

day, but I’m learning to factor in 

wind direction, boat speed on 

approach and have stuffed up on a 

few occasions. With an audience 

watching, of course... who are ready 

to inform me what I did wrong as 

soon as I step off the boat. 

But, hey, guys stuff up too and 

they blame a ‘sudden gust of wind’ 

for their crash-stop manoeuvre!

Ann Goodwin

I have always been at the helm 

mooring onto a buoy or into a 

marina. It only took us two outings 

to realise that I was not strong 

enough to pick up a buoy in the 

River Conwy. With my little legs 

I found it hard to leap onto a 

pontoon. I’ve been doing it now for 

24 years and I often get praise from 

both men and women.

Lou Hunt

Interesting article. My husband and 

I raced a boat double-handed for 

years. I taught him to sail, I helmed. 

We decided – together – that he 

would crew because he was bigger 

and stronger than me. It made 

sailing sense – and I didn’t like 

relinquishing the blunt end, having 

been there since I was ten! 

Nowadays, I sail as part of an 

all-female squad. The sexism from 

a minority of fellow male sailors is 

eye-watering, especially when it 

comes to parking. Bizarre for this 

modern age.

Jane Holt

My reason for helming was that I am 

good at it and I am not as strong as a 

big bloke who can hoick up 

moorings. Having said that, when I 

sailed two-up with a chap we both 

could do everything if needed, but 

he tended to do more of the 

strength stuff such as mainsail 

hoisting, winching and spinnaker 

trimming while I did the ‘feel’ stuff 

such as helming.

Helena Venables

I have spent quite a bit of time on 

boats, never my own. I am reluctant 

to dock a boat as it seems the 

consequences of an error would be 

costly and inconvenient. Generally 

the person docking the boat is the 

person who pays the bills or has 

been nominated by the owner. 

I have been encouraged to dock 

the boat so in my experience it 

would be unjust to suggest this is 

due to sexism.

Jane Lowry

I wouldn’t trust my partner to deal 

with the lines, fenders and jumping 

ashore – too much multi-tasking. 

I get more annoyed when men fl ock 

to help me because I’m a female. 

I’m more than capable. Thanks all 

the same.

Hatty Millar

As a female skipper of a 16-tonne 

yacht, I often use springing on as a 

technique for mooring as a way of 

allowing the boat and levers do the 

work. This requires an amidships 

warp to be made fast on the 

pontoon to drive the boat in against. 

Whenever we throw the line to 

the person on the shore and ask 

them to cleat it off, 90 per cent of 

men think they know better and try 

to hold our heavy yacht, despite 

repeatedly being asked to cleat off. 

It can be very frustrating having 

to prove yourself all the time.

Sam Steele

It has been my experience, 

throughout the South Pacifi c, 

Caribbean, West Coast and East 

Coast of the US that the ‘smart’ 

cruisers have the wife or girlfriend 

at the helm. Especially when there’s 

a demand in rough weather and 

someone has to go forward.

Jeffry Matzdorff

www.facebook.com/

yachtingworldmagazinewww.twitter.com/yachtingworld
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  Feedback on women at the helm . . .

How to prepare 
a yacht for sale

+44 (0)1590 673312

And for your next yacht, see:  
Berthon.co.uk/winter-collection

To buy or sell, contact Berthon’s 
expert yacht brokerage team on:

Useful tips for a quicker sale at the right 
price, from the UK’s leading experts

1 Get the paperwork right. You need 
originals showing a 5-year title chain, 

including: VAT receipt or other VAT 
paperwork, RCD documentation, all 
service and maintenance records and all 
the major invoices for the yacht during 
your ownership. Carefully presented 
records speak volumes about how a 
yacht has been looked after.

2  If it’s broken, fix it. It is a surveyor’s 
job to pick up on faults. If you don’t, 

it will take longer to sell and you’ll get a 
worse price – the purchaser’s discount 
will be much more than the cost of 
mending the breakage. Repair or replace 
areas showing wear and tear.

3 The yacht should be thoroughly 
cleaned.  Have the topsides and 

superstructure polished, stainless 
gleaming, and a fresh coat of antifoul if 
she’s ashore, to set the right tone. The 
interior should be cleaned by professional 
valets and de-cluttered.  It’s worth making 
up the owner’s berth so that the yacht 
looks welcoming.

4 Get some good photos of the yacht.  
Your broker will need to take 

good pictures of the yacht inside and 
out, so she needs to be ready to be 
photographed. Ask the broker’s advice 
and if she’s afloat, go out and get good 
shots of her under sail.  

5 Ask your broker what the  
marketing plan is for your yacht.  

They should be focused on her unique 
selling points. Do take their advice on 
pricing and on doing any jobs that they 
feel are important to present her in the 
best possible light. 
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’m not really sure whether I’m 
indecisive or not when it comes to 
clothing calls. As my long-suffering 
crew will confi rm, when preparing to 
head out onto the water, winter or 
summer, my main concern is not how 

breezy it might be, or whether we’ll be swimming come 
the fi rst gybe, but whether I will be too hot or too cold. 
I can’t stand either.

Like many, I suspect, when I start to chill, apart from 
the unpleasant experience, I’m wary of my thought 
process slowing down as well as my physical reaction 
times, making it more likely that I’ll make a mistake. Too 
hot and I have that nagging, irritable feeling leading to 
irrational, emotive decisions on the racecourse.

Little surprise perhaps that I’ve been such a big fan of 
proper breathable clothing over the last two decades. 
Some of the top notch stuff from the big players such as 
Musto and Henri-Lloyd continues to be superb.

And of course it’s not just 
sailing that has benefi ted from 
the breathable clothing 
revolution; every sport and 
activity has gained.

But what about clothing that 
could change its thermal 
properties to keep you at the 
right temperature for the 
conditions? A research arm of 
the US Department of Energy is 

developing clothing that can adapt to both the 
environment and the wearer’s body temperature. 

Squid pro quo
Apparently the idea came from cephalopod – or squid as 
they are better known. A strange source of inspiration 
perhaps given how rare it is to see a squid wearing a 
wetsuit, but apparently the key detail is the squid’s 
ability to change its camoufl age. 

It does this by using proteins in its skin to modify 
how it refl ects the visible wavelengths of light. The US 
team is adapting the technique for infra-red wavelengths 

that carry heat. The idea is that these wavelengths can 
control the amount of heat that travels as radiation, 
electromagnetic waves, one of three ways that heat is 
transferred. (The other two are conduction, where energy 
is passed from atom to atom and convection where high 
energy atoms move through the environment.)

But the Department of Energy isn’t the only body that 
is working in this area. Research fi rm SRI International is 
developing special shoes that include a plastic that is 
good at transferring heat, but that can also act as a 
pump. (The idea sounds similar to one I wrote about in 
the February issue although that required some bodily 
behaviour of a personal nature too.)

Foot pump
The concept here is that the heat pump in the sole of the 
shoe can draw heat from the body when you’re too warm 
and push heat back when you’re cold.

Why the feet? Because apparently the hairless areas of 
our bodies are very good radiators. The soles of our feet 
and the palms of our hands are particularly effective. 

There are few specifi c details on how either system 
actually works, such is the sensitivity of the 
development. And while you might think that such 
clothing would be aimed at the outdoor market, the big 
attraction is in controlling our personal temperatures 
indoors where we tend to use the most power. 

When you think about the amount of power we 
consume either heating or cooling our offi ces, homes 
and cars, it is easy to see the big commercial appeal of 
being able to deal with heat at source. Controlling the 
heat of our bodies might not only be more effi cient, but 
could suit all of us better and stop the fi ghts over open 
windows and cranked up radiators.  

The trouble is that if such technology ever comes to 
our sailing clothing, I’ll have little to agonise over before 
heading out on the water.

As a weapons-grade worrier, I might just start 
thinking about conditions and spooking myself out.

Matthew Sheahan is head of performance sailing at 

Sunset+Vine

MATTHEW SHEAHAN
WOULDN’T IT BE GOOD IF YOU COULD ALWAYS FEEL JUST THE RIGHT 

TEMPERATURE – NOT TOO HOT, NOT TOO COLD? WELL, MAYBE YOU CAN

I

“the idea is that these 

infra-red wavelengths 

can control the amount 

of heat that travels 

as radiation”

COMMENT
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ome years ago I piloted a 170ft 
superyacht down the coast of Chile. It 
was the owner’s 12th sailing boat, each 
one progressively larger than his 
original 40-footer. I assume the size of 
the vessels increased as a function of 

the owner’s business success and aspirations.  
This is an understandable progression. For the marine 

industry these repeat clients are fundamental to the 
lifeblood of many of the world’s premiere production 
and custom yacht builders. Four or fi ve yachts, always 
larger and more extravagant, are not uncommon 
through the life of a keen yacht owner.

Why go larger?
Sometimes perplexing from the point of view of a 
dockside observer, the reasons for going larger are 
several: faster passagemaking is a given; more privacy 
perhaps; greater separation between the professional 

crew and the owner’s party; 
more luxury for sure; more 
space for conveniences and 
gadgets and, dare I say it, more 
status. Ramping up is obvious, 
but going back down? It takes 
some willpower! 

This past Christmas I took a 
holiday on board the 54ft 
Pelagic, as mentioned in my 
February column where I 

speculated on our chances of survival in a confi ned space 
for a month. It was, in fact, a great success, both families 
of four all accounted for.  

We cruised northabout the Falkland Islands then on 
through the eastern entrance of the Straits of Magellan 
to Punta Arenas and then down through the channels of 
Tierra del Fuego to Puerto Williams near Cape Horn. It 
was a cool to cold voyage, which means a lot of time 
below living on top of each other.  

I never did, but I should have kept track of the number 
of times you need to say ‘excuse me’ when navigating 
below or trying to extract yourself out of the 

companionway hatch. This is part of the human price we 
pay (with the smells) for benefi ts that are only clear 
when we do scale down to smaller vessels.

Granted, on the larger Pelagic Australis the 
capabilities are obvious – mainly speed and space on 
board, both on deck and below. Although we are still very 
creative with pushing the boundaries of exploratory 
cruising, there is no doubt that when I fall back aboard 
Pelagic, I feel a sense of liberation.  

Not only do we have fewer systems, but the systems 
are by nature more simple, and the cruises usually are 
more troublefree technically. If things do go wrong the 
size of the objects that fail are more manageable.

The real advantage of ‘small’ though is just the size of 
the fl oating object. We can do things with Pelagic that we 
wouldn’t dare do with Pelagic Australis. Pelagic is 
‘man-handleable’, while the big boat at 74ft and 55 tonnes 
displacement is not. 

She is also about the maximum size you would want 
to entertain when hanging from shorelines in confi ned 
spaces where it is likely to blow. With Pelagic we can 
literally run her up on beaches for safety, with the 
confi dence that we can refl oat her. With the bigger boat, 
we can’t play this game.  

More satisfying situations
Looking back over Pelagic’s history through my photo 
archives, I see that we found ourselves, by design or 
circumstance, in many more interesting and satisfying 
situations, which translate into memories. I speak here 
about the motives and essence of exploratory cruising.

When I see ever bigger and bigger yachts venturing 
into far corners of the world I do question the logic. 
Anchored in some cases way offshore and limited in 
their inshore navigation, they not only remove 
themselves to a great extent from the environment they 
chose to cruise in, but they also potentially remove 
themselves from some human contact.  

When it is not possible to play it close and cavalier 
lying to a broken-down jetty in some far-fl ung outpost 
which sports no marinas, you are really missing 
something in the spectators that you will attract.

“the real advantage is 

the size. we can do 

things with pelagic we 

wouldn’t dare do with 

pelagic australis”

SKIP NOVAK
IT CAN MAKE SENSE TO KEEP GOING FOR LARGER AND LARGER 

YACHTS, BUT YOU LOSE SOMETHING IN THE PROCESS

S
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20 I April 2016



�%1, 
�� ��� �%1"�
���%#� � 2�"1��"� -%1,�� %�

 $�%#� �������*

� �* 0�
� 	���
��������

�� ���

� �* &�
�
 ����
���

�� ���

�
� ����� �,��! $� %'�$

5%1, ,�/ ,�#�$/ $�-/ ��� �$�

�%$2�,/ $�  /  $/% �$ �$$1 /5

3�- 5%1, %$"5 %'/ %$* �1/ �%""%3 $�

/�� ���$��-  $ /�� "�3 "�-/ 5��,� 5%1

��$ $%3 ��-� %$ 5%1, $�-/ ���  $/%

� 2�"1��"� -%1,�� %�  $�%#� �,%�/-*

�� �%1,-� ��3 !$%3 #%,� ��%1/ /��-�

��#- /��$ /�� �,/�# - �1$/�,-* �� ��2�

�4'�,/ -�  $  $�%#� �%/� �/ �%#� �$�

��,%��* �,%# �%/� �%$�- �$� �+1 / �-*

�$�  $ ���� ��-�� %1, �1$/�,- ��2� �

�" //�, $� ,�'1/�/ %$* ��� ��� - %$ /%

����-- 5%1, '�$- %$ -�2 $�-  - �$

�4/,�#�"5  #'%,/�$/ %$�* ���%,� 5%1

�% -%� �,/�# - -/,%$�"5 ��2 -�- 5%1 /%

-��! ��2 �� �,%# � �$�$� �" ��2 -�,

/% ��"' 5%1 /% 1$��,-/�$� 5%1, %'/ %$-*

�"��-� ,�#�#��, /��/ '�-/ '�,�%,#�$��

-�%1"� $%/ �� -��$ �- � �1 �� /% �1/1,�

'�,�%,#�$��* ��� 2�"1� %� �$  $2�-/#�$/

�$� �$5  $�%#� �,%#  / ��$ ��"" �- 3�""

�- , -� �- � ,�-1"/ %� #�,!�/ �$� �1,,�$�5

�1�/1�/ %$- �$� 5%1 #�5 $%/ ��/ ���!

/�� �#%1$/ %, � $�""5  $2�-/��*

�%1 ��$ %�/� $  $��'�$��$/ �1 ��$�� �,%# ��$- %$ � -� ('�$- %$3 -�*�%2*1!)� � �%2�,$#�$/ -�,2 �� � #�� �/ ��"' $� 5%1 1$��,-/�$� 5%1, %'/ %$-*
�--1�� �5 �,/�# - �1$� 	�$���,- � # /�� 3� ��  - �1/�%, -�� �$� ,��1"�/�� �5 /�� � $�$� �" �%$�1�/ �1/�%, /5 (���*%,�*1!)� 0� ��� 
%,/� �%"%$$����

��$�,5 ���,�� �%$�%$ �&� ���* �%, 5%1, ',%/��/ %$ ��""- �,� 1-1�""5 ,��%,���*

���� �� ���� 	��������������������	���������� �����	������




achting World has been on the judging panel of the European 

Yacht of the Year since its inception and I can say that it is the 

world’s most thorough competition for production yachts.

All the nominated yachts, from €20,000 sportsboats to 

€1m semi-custom designs, are given a thorough workout by  

a panel of testers from Europe’s top yachting magazines.

Last year’s trials were held in La Rochelle in September and Santa 

Margherita near Genoa in October and I have to say I returned from these two 

weeks buoyed by the exciting state of yacht design. In all I tested 22 new yachts 

and there were far more good points to take home than bad.

The awards were announced at the Düsseldorf Boat Show in January and we 

reported on the winners in detail last month, but the whole process gave me 

added insight into the current trends in yacht design. Here are my thoughts.

pick of the  
new crop

TOBY HODGES TESTED 22 YACHTS FOR THE EUROPEAN YACHT 

OF THE YEAR AWARD. WHAT IMPRESSED HIM MOST?
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Maxi 1200

Above: this Swedish 

designed yacht, built 

in a Polish, family-run 

yard, demonstrates 

the breadth of 

modern European 

boatbuilding. Page 28
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he RM 1070 may be the best-executed example to 
date of a sporty plywood cruiser, and the Polish-
built Maxus represents a surprisingly complete 

low-budget, entry-level boat, but this category belonged to 
the big yards. The Hanse made a worthy winner, but it was 
pushed hard by both the Dufour and the Jeanneau.

The attention to deck and interior detail on these 
French models breaks new ground. The 54 and 460 
Grande Large have two of the most inviting layouts  
I have seen aboard a cruising boat, both adding something 
genuinely different to the market. 

We had near-windless conditions to test these boats, 
but that only seemed to emphasise how these yachts are 
all about the ‘at rest’ mode. The plethora of living 
solutions make these two of the most comfortable 
production yachts available for cruising in warm climes. 

They also both carry the option of a code sail that is 
easy to set, which proved transformational for our testing  
in Italy, allowing us still to sail/move in as little as five 
knots of breeze.

JEANNEAU 54
It was the aft terrace that won me over on the Jeanneau 
54, as I relaxed on the chaise-longue-style seat built into 
its steps. The platform hinges out to reveal this prime 
place to lap up views at anchor. Such is the choice of 
sunbed/reclining options on the 54 that it feels somewhat 
like a floating spa.  

Jeanneau has built upon the success it enjoyed with its 
64 (30 of which sold in the first year of production), using 
the same Philippe Briand and Andrew Winch design team 
to create this feature-rich smaller version. The 54 is 
bedecked with motor boat-style lounging areas, including 
a foredeck sunbed with its own mini bimini, and record-
length cockpit benches. 

Many are options that all add up, though, so a penalty 
is paid in both price and weight. But Jeanneau has still 
succeeded in incorporating luxurious comfort into a 
production cruising yacht. (€335,600 ex VAT)

DUFOUR 460 

The Dufour 460 offers a huge selection of layout options, 
including up to four cabins and four heads – popular for 
the charter market. I particularly liked the forward 
athwartships galley, the feeling of space that creates in the 
saloon, the oak trim, the split heads and shower in the 
forward cabin, and the exterior ‘galley’ option. 

My concerns lay with the durability of the 460’s 
interior, however, particularly the finish of some fixtures, 
fittings and timber treatment. 

The barbecue area and sink contained below the aft 
deck seats is a fantastic solution. To cook in fresh air 
standing on the bathing platform, rather than smoking 

Dufour 460

NOMINEES:  DUFOUR 460, HANSE 315 (REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2016), JEANNEAU 54, MAXUS 26, RM 

1070 (REPORT IN JANUARY 2016)

WINNER: HANSE 315 

FAMILY CRUISERS

Above: this boat 

suits outdoor living  

and offers some 

breakthrough 

design options. 

Right: having the 

galley forward 

creates a feeling of 

space in the interior

TOP YACHTS
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and smelling out the interior, is most appealing – if 

conditions allow. And with a cockpit bench that converts 

to a bed, why would you ever need to go below? The 

Dufour costs from €202,192 ex VAT.

MAXUS 26
The Maxus 26 meanwhile, built in Poland, combines 

enough smart features with a pleasant sailing ability to 

avoid being categorised simply as a budget boat. The 

starting price of €35,000 is certainly its draw, but it was as 

we reached out of La Rochelle with an asymmetric flying 

from her compact bowsprit, matching the sporty Django 

980 and making up to 7.5 knots in ten knots of wind, that 

she seemed to me to be a worthy nominee. 

This entry-level family cruiser has reasonable 

accommodation, versatile keel options and good deck gear 

as standard. My concern would be how to create character 

down below, and how quickly time might deplete her 

resale value. €27,660 ex VAT.

RM 1070
The plywood/epoxy RMs on the other hand have 

individuality and character in spades. The RM 1070 has a 

box fresh shape, including reverse sheer and stem, and 

three different keel options, including a swing keel. 

This is a playful, enjoyable boat to helm, sticky in the 

light, but fun and relatively fast offwind in a breeze. She 

has just the right balance of sportiness and cruising 

ability for an active sailing couple or family. From 

€155,000 ex VAT.

  Jeanneau 54

RM 1070

Above: built in 

plywood, the RM  

is refreshingly 

different. 

Right: a bright, light 

interior for a fun, 

sporty boat

Left: the Jeanneau 

impressed me for its 

motor boat-style 

comforts, including 

the foredeck sunbed. 

Above: the prime 

territory of the 

boat’s aft terrace
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his category was dominated almost entirely by 
Italian boats, so it was fitting that it was decided 
while drifting around in Italian zephyrs. The 

nominees all share a common trait: innovative hull 
shapes. The Ice is a head-turner, as cool as her name 
suggests, but she more than met her match in the Solaris 
with her exquisitely clean lines. 

The Italia 9.98 provided the proper racer-cruiser 
element, while the sporty French Django made a fittingly 
obscure contrast in terms of design – compare the 
rounded Italia with the boxy Django and then try saying 
current yacht design isn’t fascinating. 

ITALIA YACHTS 9.98
The Italia 9.98 is a pure racer-cruiser, a category that has 
become increasingly rare. This slippery 34-footer would 
particularly suit handicap racing (ORC and IRC) – the first 
to launch, Low Noise, won the ORC Worlds last year. 

Matteo Polli thoroughly researched her rounded hull 
shape, producing slender waterlines with limited wet 
surface, and a beam that increases with heel for stability. 

I particularly liked the deck layout, which made it a real 
pleasure to sail her as crew or helmsman, short-handed 
or fully crewed. The jib sheets use inhaulers on tracks, 
controlled by a purchase system – this helped her tack 
through 75° and allowed an optimum sheeting angle when 
close reaching. The outhaul is on a boom-led purchase 
system and the traveller on a full-beam track. 

NOMINEES: DJANGO 9.80, ICE 52, ITALIA YACHTS 

9.98, J/112E (NOT READY), SOLARIS 50 (REPORT IN 

AUGUST 2015)

WINNER: SOLARIS 50 

PERFORMANCE CRUISERS

T

Above: a cool-looking hull shape 

gives this cruiser her clean style. 

Right: the interior is smart and 

minimalist – if a little plain 

ICE 52

The finish inside was smart, functional and more 
refined than her French competitors. The 9.98 is one for 
those who like collecting trophies. From €119,000 ex VAT. 

ICE 52
Once again it was the hull shape of the Ice 52 that piqued 
my interest, above even her clean styling – particularly the 
full sections forward and the curved sword-like stem. The 
rounded chine is carried forward to produce low wetted 
surface area, so power comes with heel, according to her 
designer Umberto Felci. 

The steering was finger-light and direct. As is the vogue 
with Italian performance yachts, however, short cockpit 
benches and low coamings compromised her cruising 
comfort. Given the Ice’s exterior aesthetics, you might 
expect to be equally dazzled on stepping below. Instead, 
the traditional teak finish comes across as a little dark and 
plain among today’s light and airy designs. 

TOP YACHTS
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e were reduced to three nominees for this 

category when two failed to make the trials, yet it 

did not make it any easier to decide on a winner. 

Here were three markedly different multihulls, each 

with genuine USPs. All three were built by highly 

experienced yards that understand the value of keeping 

their craft light: how best to minimise and centralise 

weight to get the optimum performance. Both Dazcat and 

Comet, for example, mount engines/machinery forward, 

anchor gear aft, and avoid liners where possible. 

COMET CAT 37
To my surprise my appreciation for the Comet Cat 37 grew 

with sailing her. First impressions were of a bulky, 

squat-looking boat – another addition to the space-is-king 

charter market, I thought. 

Wrong. Planing out of port at 10-12 knots under motor 

instantly demonstrated something of her weight – her 5.5 

tonnes displacement is less than half that of a Lagoon 40! 

Her €225,000 base price also equates to good value for 

money for a labour-intensive, cruiser-racer-style 

laminated build. 

At sea she felt large, yet lightfooted, like a ballet-

dancing rugby player – hence we could still sail in breeze 

you could barely feel on your face. The Lombard design 

has reverse sheer that helped maintain visibility forward 

from the aft helms. Cambered topsides contribute to her 

stiff construction and boost interior space, and the hulls 

reduce to a fine entry at waterline level. 

This is one smart prospect – a cruising cat that can sail 

fast, with more comfort than most lightweight multihulls 

and the right size for a small family. She poses a clever 

question… what’s the competition? €225,000 ex VAT.

Her high build quality was, however, plainly evident. 

A hybrid of carbon and E-Glass is used, with hull, 

deck and bulkheads all vacuum-infused. The use of 

longitudinal and transversal frames showed big boat build 

methodology. €520,000 ex VAT.

DJANGO 9.80
The Django 9.80 was perhaps too stark, the fight for 

interior headroom creating a boxy coachroof above slab 

sides. As with the RM, however, I appreciated the twin, 

swing and fixed keel options the Django offered. The 

additional 300kg in the twins slowed her in the light, but 

in 15 knots plus the difference is negligible, says Django. 

Perhaps the test boat also still needed some tuning 

to meet her performance potential. Downwind she was 

fun and playful on the waves, upwind more angled and 

awkward. Below, two or three cabins were offered in a no-

frills, lightweight interior. From €117,000 ex VAT.

Above: the finish 

belowon the Italia is 

smart, functional 

and refined. 

Left: a pure-cruiser 

racer. I particularly 

liked the deck 

layout, which was 

easy to work

Right: a tad boxy, 

but fun and playful 

downwind.

Above:  a basic, 

straightforward 

layout below

Right: lighter than 

she looks, her bulky 

appearance belies 

her performance.

Above: The two-four 

cabin interior feels 

spacious

Italia 9.98

Django 980

Comet Cat 37

NOMINEES: COMET CAT 37, DAZCAT 1495 (REPORT 

MARCH 2015), DRAGONFLY 25

WINNER: DRAGONFLY 25

MULTIHULLS
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Her teak interior is well-finished, 

if conservative and build quality 

is sound. €269,000 ex VAT.

MAXI 1200
The thing that impressed me 

most was the effort to which 

Delphia had gone with the Maxi 

1200. Since our test last spring, 

the Polish yard had improved a 

multitude of details, even 

producing a laminated booklet 

to illustrate the list of changes. These included moving the 

mainsheet winch forward for a better lead and creating 

more space between the wheel and the primaries. 

Here is a family-run yard that employs 620 workers, 

builds for various brands, runs production seven days a 

week to keep up with demand, yet it takes the time to 

build and refine a proper prototype. 

As the agent said: “They really want to make a perfect 

boat out of the Maxi.” It’s a lesson other yards could learn 

from. This ‘gentleman’s cruiser’ is a joy to sail, and ideally 

suited to sailing short-handed. €178,000 ex VAT.

DRAGONFLY 25
It was perhaps unfair to compare the other boats against a 

Dragonfly. In virtually any breeze these Danish trimarans 

will outperform any other production yacht. 

Now factor in that we sailed the Sport model of this 

25-footer with a 1.3m taller rotating carbon rig, alongside 

Danish 49er Bronze Olympic medallist Peter Lang, and 

you might begin to appreciate the enjoyment of this trial.

Perched out on a float, tiller in hand, I found the 25 

nothing short of exhilarating  – “like a performance skiff 

with larger sails,” said Lang. She was silent and solid, 

sailing at 10-12 knots in single figures – the slightest puff 

and she was up to 14 knots instantly. 

The 25 is a clever, contemporary Dragonfly, which can 

be towed behind regular cars and fits in a container. Inside 

is basic, but roomy, with a single-burner hob, a chemical 

heads under the vee berth and a saloon table that lowers 

to form another double. 

But who cares what’s inside? Certainly no one who ever 

helms her! From €69,900 ex VAT.

e have featured tests already on three yachts in 

this category. The remaining two are nonetheless 

interesting – the aluminium Adventure 55 is such 

a different prospect that we will look at her next month. 

SUNBEAM 40.1
The Sunbeam 40.1 is an impressive all-rounder. This 

family-run Austrian yard describes its yachts as ‘sports 

luxury’ and I can now see why. The Sunbeam is a 

traditional-style, well-built and finished cruising yacht 

that packs performance without an excessive price tag. 

The sports element is evident when you’re sailing – we 

nearly matched the five-knot breeze and the yacht was 

enjoyable to steer thanks to her direct Jefa steering gear. 

Right: a traditional-

style, well-built 

cruising yacht with 

teak interior

Above: seen on 

the opening 

spread, this 

elegant 

40-footer has 

been optimised 

inside and out

Sunbeam 40.1

Maxi 1200

Above: look at her go! This is what 

sold the 25 to all the testers. 

Right: the cockpit is very small to 

allow for this roomy, basic interior

Dragonfly 25

NOMINEES: ADVENTURE 55 (REPORT MAY), GRAND 

SOLEIL 46LC (DECEMBER 2015), MAXI 1200 (JULY 

2015), OYSTER 475 (OCTOBER 2015), SUNBEAM 40.1

WINNER: GRAND SOLEIL 46LC

LUXURY CRUISERS
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he Quant 23 is the reason this category was 

created, and we have explained at length why this 

flying scow was a worthy winner. 

But what an enjoyable and varied selection of special 

yachts she competed with. 

FARR 280
The Farr 280 is like a scaled-down TP52 or mini maxi. You 

know that you are helming something special. Upwind, 

she is designed to sail on a chine at an alarmingly steep 

angle of heel, but it’s the rip-roaring reaches back 

downhill that defines the 280. 

That we could slide along consistently in the low double 

figures with ease came as little surprise. It was not 

perhaps exhilarating enough in itself to warrant her high 

baseline price, but this is a racing machine, and the 

excitement will come during one-design racing. 

The Farr is arguably the best way to sail a grand-prix boat 

with the smallest outlay. €115,543 ex VAT.

FAREAST 28R
The Fareast 28R on the other hand is a one-design 

sportsboat for the masses, the value-for-money keelboat. 

Far East Yachts is used to building one-design boats in 

bulk – it constructed 1,200 Optimists last year alone. 

The slippery hull of the 28R quickly impressed me, as 

did her planing ability in single-figure winds. Designer 

Martin Voogd explained how her optimum heel angle 

was just 10° – quite different from the hard-chined Farr – 

and how her curved canoe hull shape keeps a low wetted 

surface. Again, the deck gear was laid out well to trim and 

tweak her to the fullest. She costs €33,000 ex VAT. 

PULSE 600
Meanwhile, the Pulse 600 is one of the most accessibly 

enjoyable new boats around; a towable trimaran for the 

family, she puts the fun back into sailing fast. Those 

who sailed her in a breeze came ashore besotted and  

I had a momentary glimpse of her potential, helming 

upwind from out on a float and simply wanted more.  

The Pulse is kept light and simple. To furl the 

mainsail around the boom, just wind a handle on the 

gooseneck. She weighs just 750kg 

including trailer, hence brakes are 

not required. My main issue was 

that her seemingly low price rises 

to €50,000 all-in (sails, VAT, 

trailer, etc) – a distant dream for 

many of the young family types 

she’s aimed at. 

BENTE 24
What I liked most about the Bente was the positive, 

energetic thinking behind the project – as a stimulating 

platform to get young sailors into yacht ownership. She 

is the brainchild of Stephan Boden, a sailing writer/

filmmaker, and designer Alexander Vrolijk. 

On the water she was quick, light and fun – with four 

large bodies in the cockpit, she still planed in ten knots 

of wind. Trimming involved a Ronstan ratchet block 

used on the boom-mounted mainsheet. The clear 

polycarbonate canopy provided 

protection with visibility – it can 

be walked over, which helped 

make the deck easy to get around. 

The Bente has a fully cored hull 

and deck with a lead bulb keel, yet 

her base price is just €25,000. For 

that you get an empty, but solid 

shell, rig, sails and hardware – to 

which you can add as much as you wish to spend to 

make her comfortable. The price therefore quickly rises 

above the budget bracket. 

NOMINEES: BENTE 24, CORSAIR PULSE 600, 

FAREAST 28R (REPORT JUNE 2015), FARR 280 

(REPORT FEBRUARY 2015), QUANT 23

WINNER: QUANT 23

SPECIAL YACHTS

T

Above: this 

downwind flyer 

is well set up for 

crew to get the 

max out of her

Above: great to 

sail in a breeze, 

the Pulse is fun 

for a family

Left: easy and 

enjoyable to sail 

fast and trim, 

the 28R has 

one-design 

status

Above: some 

bright ideas for 

young sailors

Farr 280

Pulse 600

Far East 
28R

Bente 24
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t’s the last sail of the season. The harbours are 

empty save for a few stragglers in denial of a season 

that never was, hoping to catch a final magical day 

out. The days are short and the chill instant as the 

sun dips below the horizon. 

The wild Atlantic coast of Ireland is about as 

challenging a place to sail as you could conjure up. But in the autumn, 

on occasion, the weather surprises, the shoreline is vivid, the light 

takes on a moody, silvery quality, nature delivers spectacular displays 

that we are actually awake to see, and the wildlife takes over.  

We needed to haul Aleria this year for several maintenance chores 

and a bottom paint. The best option was to sail north to Killybegs in 

Donegal, one of the most important fishing ports in Europe. Our only 

slight concern was the weather in this remote stretch of water.

On a beautiful morning mid-October, we departed from Clew Bay 

on the outgoing tide. High tide was at 0800 and we needed to leave 

early to make the 50-mile trip to the Inishkeas. The sky turned an 

ireland  
in autumn

DARIA BLACKWELL AND HER HUSBAND CRUISED UP 

THE WILD WEST COAST OF IRELAND IN LATE SEASON
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Main picture:  the 

abandoned village on 

Inishkea South island 

bathed in warm light. 

The Inishkeas are home 

to a wealth of wildlife
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amazing purple with the morning sunrise breaking 

through heavily overcast skies. The weather had been 

miserable all summer, but October proved spectacular: 

very little rain, not too windy and not too cold.  

We hoisted the sails and made our way out of Clew Bay 

against a flat grey backdrop. The wind was north-easterly 

instead of the forecast south-easterly, which was fine on  

a heading of due west, but not so fine when we turned 

north-east around the corner at Achill Head.

I was at the helm until I became chilled and turned it 

over to Alex. He soon started the engine and began motor 

sailing around Achill while I went below to warm up.  

I started feeling a bit queasy, which is unusual for me. 

Suddenly, a wave of nausea overtook me. I ran up on deck. 

As I looked around I was horrified at the sea state. It 

had been quite calm inside the bay. There was a large swell 

coming from the west, a second from the south, and a 

light wind whipping things around from the north-east. 

I have never seen more confused seas. The water was 

undulating every which way as we rode up, up, up and 

down, down, down on the big swell. Worse still, the swell 

was bouncing off the cliffs of Achill, which it always does, 

producing an easterly cross swell. 

This little stretch is one of the most uncomfortable and 

treacherous places I’ve ever sailed. Alex was turning green 

too, so we took seasickness tablets and let the autopilot do 

its job. Lunch consisted of a granola bar, a banana and 

some yoghurt, all I could manage to prepare below. 

A side benefit of heading north was experiencing the 

stunning coasts of counties Mayo and Donegal, which 

Above: huge swell off 

the cliffs of Achill as 

Aleria bucks over 

confused seas.

Below: the 57ft Aleria 

reaches under a grey sky
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have the tallest accessible sea cliffs in Europe. It may be 

uncomfortable at times, but it is dramatic. At this time of 

year the sunrises and sunsets are awe-inspiring. As we 

anchored in the protected waters off deserted Inishkea 

South, the skies turned blue and the sun shone, changing 

the mood dramatically. 

We discovered that the barnacle geese, thousands upon 

thousands of them, had just returned from their Arctic 

breeding grounds. We photographed them alighting over 

Inishkea South, but decided we were too tired to go 

ashore. We would stay a second night to spend the day on 

Inishkea North the following day. In fact, we were so 

exhausted after a day of being knocked around in the 

washing machine seas, that we had dinner, read a few 

pages and promptly fell asleep.  

Hiking ater the geese
In the morning, a breathtaking sunrise lit the sky in 

crimson and orange fire. We donned hiking boots and 

prepared cameras and a picnic lunch for a field trip. We 

launched the dinghy and motored to the beach, landing 

just as a small trawler came in towing a curragh. The 

skipper anchored his boat and took the curragh ashore 

with all manner of construction gear. He was in the 

process of restoring one of the abandoned cottages.  

We tried to be very quiet as we walked across the 

middle of the island. We were hoping to come across 

barnacle geese grazing on the machair fields and we 

didn’t want to startle them. The first we saw of them was 

on a ridge in the distance.  

“this stretch is one of the most 

uncomfortable I’ve ever sailed”

Above: barnacle 

geese in flight over 

the Inishkeas. 

Left: Alex feeling 

queasy in the rough 

waters off Achill
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We made our way over, crouching low along ancient 

stone walls to remain unobtrusive. Suddenly, a huge flock 

lifted off from a field on the other side of the ridge. As 

they flew over, the flock on the ridge lifted off and joined 

them. They went round in a circle over the island and 

settled in a new field not far away. I estimated there were 

about 1,000 geese in that flock.  

We saw a second and a third flock, followed later on by 

a fourth – our estimate for the day on the North Island 

alone was about 3,500 geese. We’d never seen so many 

birds in one place at one time. 

At a sandy inlet surrounded by a rocky shore we heard 

a seal lamenting, but could not spot him until he slid into 

the water and swam out. A grey heron stalked stranded 

fish and crabs left behind by the outgoing tide. Tiny 

sandpipers flitted across the shore as a pair of curlew 

called overhead.  

We stopped to photograph some of the 

remarkable archaeological remains of prehistoric, 

early Christian, Norse and more recent 

settlements. Then the perfect spot presented 

itself for lunch with soft raised seating facing 

a stony promontory leading out to sea. The 

sun was warm on our backs as we feasted 

on sandwiches, fruit and water. 

We managed to walk the 

circumference of the entire 

island despite the soles  

of my hiking boots 

separating from the ❯



Above: Aleria at 

anchor in  beautiful 

Teelin harbour

Above: Daria Blackwell at the helm in 

glorious late season sunshine.

Right: dramatic Slieve League sea cliffs, 

the highest in Europe. Below them lies the 

village of Teelin

bow wake. We howled like children again. They stayed 

with us for quite some time, then frolicked away.

The sun set dramatically behind us as we headed 

north-east toward Teelin harbour. With GPS, chart plotter 

and AIS to assist us, there really wasn’t much to worry 

about, especially on a calm night at this time of year. We 

did keep a close watch out for fishing boats heading into 

or out of Killybegs. 

As we neared the entrance, the street lights around the 

harbour shone down on the water. With my binoculars at 

the bow I could make out every boat and every mooring 

on the surface. The anchorage was wide open. We dropped 

anchor and tidied up just enough. 

It was a very quiet night in beautiful Teelin harbour – 

no swell, little wind. In the morning, we launched the 

dinghy and went ashore.

The huge pier at the fish processing plant had a few 

boats tied up, but the harbour was otherwise deserted. 

Teelin was one of the most important fishing ports in 

centuries past, in its day processing even more fish than 

Killybegs. We tied up to the end of the pier where the 

ladder was convenient and the likelihood of our little boat 

obstructing someone was slim and walked to the village. 

Teelin village is about three-quarters of a mile from the 

harbour in the shadow of the spectacular Slieve League 

uppers. I tied the boots together with bits of rope strewn 

across the island by ferocious storms. All in all it was a 

very fine day.  

The tide had not yet come in so we took off our shoes 

and rolled up our trousers. The water was surprisingly 

warm. We carried the dinghy to the beach and pushed it 

out just beyond the swell. A kayaker landed on Inishkea 

South where he had a tent pitched in one of the 

abandoned homes. Soon after that the light show began as 

sunset brought the day to an end with a brilliant display. 

The night was amazingly clear, with stars visible in the 

blackness of a deserted island.  

The next morning, we left the anchorage in the 

Inishkeas thinking we would stop in Broadhaven or Killala 

for the night. But then we had the brilliant idea of pushing 

to get to Teelin and having another day off to visit Slieve 

League. The seas had calmed, but there wasn’t enough 

wind for Aleria, so we motor sailed up the Mayo coast. 

Quick calculations told us we’d be coming into Teelin 

after dark. That’s the drawback of sailing at this time of 

year. If our guess about the incoming tide giving us a 

push proved correct, we’d be in around 2000. We’ve been 

there before and know the straightforward approach and 

the spacious anchorage. We decided to go for it and revved 

up the RPMs on the diesel.

Feeding frenzy
Suddenly, there were gannets flying in from all directions. 

Then we spotted the reason. There was a feeding frenzy 

underway a short distance away. We could see the gannets 

dropping out of the sky from high above to snatch their 

unsuspecting prey. How they got the word out to all their 

friends remains a mystery. 

As we turned the corner into Donegal Bay, whatever 

wind we had was, of course, on the nose. Once again, we 

dropped the sails and motored. Travelling at about 7.5 

knots we were making good progress and steadily 

increasing speed with the incoming tide. I was just 

thinking that this would be a really great trip if we saw 

whales or dolphins, or even a basking shark, when out of 

the corner of my eye I caught a splash. Dolphins!

Our cameras snapped as they made a beeline towards 

us. It was a pod of eight common dolphins now riding our ❯
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“out of the corner of my eye  

i caught a splash. dolphins!”

Left: sheep grazing 

around a ruined 

farmstead on an  

island in Clew Bay.

Below:  boats moored 

alongside Teelin pier 
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cliffs, the highest in Europe. The Rusty Mackerel pub was 

closed mid-day, but it’s a good choice for a pint and an 

evening meal. Once owned by a member of one of 

Ireland’s most famous folk acts, Altan, it is now owned by 

British publicans. Indeed much of the village consists of 

new homes with British plates on the cars in the 

driveways – not surprising as it’s quite close to Northern 

Ireland. Yet that warm Donegal welcome still abounds. 

Surprisingly, there is a large new parking lot with craft 

shop and restaurant on the road leading to Slieve League. 

Ti Linn offers cafeteria-style food and displays beautiful 

local knitwear and goods. A bus stop has been added to 

provide a shuttle service to the upper parking lots with  

a new tourist office near the top of the cliffs. It is about 

4km from the village to the top, mostly along a well-

travelled road. They are clearly expecting large crowds. If 

you can, go now before it becomes a spectacle along the 

Wild Atlantic Way.

There are actually two paths. The one we chose, the 

Pilgrim’s Path, starts in Teelin from where walkers can 

slowly climb to the church ruins and holy well on the 

eastern summit of Slieve League. A second more 

treacherous path along One Man’s Pass at the very ridge 

of the cliffs is severely eroded. Walkers are asked to avoid 

that route until repairs can be made. It’s just wide enough 

for one pair of feet with precipices either side. Not for us.

We walked up, way up, from the harbour to a point 

high on the cliffs. The views over Donegal Bay were 

spectacular. The lighting was at times surreal. There are 

spots for picnicking, a Napoleonic Tower, birds and 

animals grazing. We had the benefit of having sailed along 

the cliffs on our last visit. This is a very different point of 

view and well worth the trip. 

We felt blessed, until we realised we had all that way to 

go back, most of it downhill, thankfully. But by the time 

we reached the harbour we were spent, and it was only 

1500. Nevertheless, we pulled up anchor and made our 

way to Killybegs. We were scheduled for lift-out at 1000 

the following morning, at precisely high tide. 

From Teelin to Killybegs is a short passage – about ten 

nautical miles. The approach is straightforward, the 

coastline interesting. The weather was co-operating. The 

lighthouse on Rotten Island appeared where expected and 

we turned to port on the approach.

We nosed around the deep natural harbour 

surrounded by hills, then decided to anchor overnight 

across from the town in a peaceful deep water anchorage 

in Walker’s Bay. It is sheltered, out of the way of ship’s 

traffic – the big fishing vessels go out at all hours – and 

with great views of the town, the ships and the sunset. 

Haul out

Morning came and it was time to go. The slings at Mooney 

Boats were lowered into the water on the high tide. The 

foreman, Darron, was there to help us. He had his remote 

control keyboard attached to him like an appendage. At 

the appointed time we entered the well below the travel 

hoist bow first. 

Unfortunately the forestay wouldn’t allow us to get in 

far enough to position the slings correctly. So out again, 

now trying to back in. Aleria doesn’t reverse very well – at 

all. Using the prop walk we spun her about. Then using 

docklines we were able to spring in and align perfectly 

before the tide went out. Phew!

The 75-ton travel hoist did the job just fine. The 

facilities are top notch and the staff here couldn’t be nicer 

or more professional. They have a machine shop, a 

canteen and a chandlery. There is everything you might 

want for a yacht and supplies for huge ships alongside. 

Although fishing is the main business at Killybegs, they 

are looking to attract more yachts in the future. There is a 

new marina planned for the inner harbour. Fortunately 

for us, Aleria has found a new home for the winter. 

It was our best cruise of the summer. 

Above:  the fishing 

harbour of Killybegs. 

Above right: Aleria 

being positioned in 

her winter cradle at 

Mooney Boats

Daria Blackwell is a USCG licensed captain who has crossed the Atlantic 

with her husband Alex aboard their 57ft Bowman ketch Aleria. Co-authors 

of Cruising the Wild Atlantic Way and Happy Hooking – The Art of 

Anchoring, they now live in Westport, Ireland.  
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hirty-three yachts are in the early 

stages of a 26,000-mile 

circumnavigation with the sixth 

World ARC. It’s a 15-month cruise in 

company from Saint Lucia and the 

first stop was in Colombia. This is 

the event’s second largest fleet to date and it left 

Saint Lucia in January for a four-day tradewind romp 

to Santa Marta, 815 miles downwind. 

In most cases this leg, the first of almost 30, 

helped settle crews who were embarking on one of 

the biggest adventures of their lives. 

It’s the World ARC’s second visit to this historic 

city of 455,000 people where authorities were keen to 

make the international yachtsmen, women and 

children from 17 nations feel welcome and safe, and 

to emphasise that one of South America’s oldest 

existing cities is a destination not just a stopover. 

Nationwide efforts have been made to improve 

Colombia’s drug-tainted reputation and attracting a 

fleet like this is part of a campaign to clean up the 

country’s act.  

Colombia’s Caribbean coast used to be a no-go 

area for yachtsmen, so big improvements have been 

first stop 
Colombia

AT THEIR FIRST STOPOVER, WORLD ARC CREWS TALK TO DAVID GLENN ABOUT BOATS, 

MODIFICATIONS AND THE SENSITIVE ISSUE OF SECURITY FOR A CIRCUMNAVIGATION

❯
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made, but with poverty still widespread, the arrival of a 

group of well-heeled, high-visibility visitors trains a 

spotlight on potential security issues. 

With barely a week in port the crews made the most of 

their stay, taking in organised cultural tours, barbecues on 

pristine beaches, visits to the nearby Tayrona National 

Park, dramatic helicopter flights along the spectacular 

coastline and time spent sampling the local cuisine in the 

attractive old town’s many restaurants. 

The cost of living here is 

jaw-droppingly low – about 

one third of Europe’s prices – 

and the locals disarmingly 

welcoming and helpful. But 

World ARC has only been able 

to make its Santa Marta stops 

following the opening in 2010 

of a 256-berth marina, an initiative supported by 

influential local businessman Manuel Abondano whose 

multi-national organic foods and palm oil company, 

Daabon, is involved in trying to improve the local 

infrastructure and attract outside investment. He sees the 

yachting community as a key player in his efforts.

Coinciding with the World ARC’s arrival were 23 yachts 

on an Ocean Cruising Club western Caribbean rally. The 

marina took it all in its stride and those who knew the 

area said Santa Marta was now very much ‘on the circuit’.

I didn’t hear a single word from crews about security 

issues, but I have to report that they do still exist. I was 

the victim of an attempted mugging while returning to 

my hotel at about 1930 one evening. A group of youths 

confronted me and while one distracted me another 

attempted to take my backpack. Luckily it was zipped up,  

I managed to extract myself and make a run for it.

This happened just hours after I’d posted a story on 

Yachting World’s website about the area being reportedly 

safe despite an armed burglary aboard an Australian 

yacht anchored in a popular bay just to the north two 

months earlier. 

Vice president of Colombia’s tourist department Sandra 

Howard, making a special visit to the World ARC stopover, 

accepted that incidents like the yacht burglary are sadly 

inevitable, but insisted that they are rare, the work of 

opportunists rather than organised crime. 

The message is simple. Improvements have been made, 

but where poverty rubs shoulders with relative wealth 

there is potential for trouble. 

The visiting yachtsmen I met took a pragmatic view. 

Common sense and simple precautions like not walking 

alone after dark and not spending too long alone in 

remote anchorages should be adopted. It’s advice World 

ARC will no doubt carry with it round the world.

All in all, the crews had a ball in Santa Marta soaking 

up its vibrant atmosphere, fascinating history and 

welcoming local population. They do, however, need to 

remain extra-vigilant.

“I didn’t hear a 

word from crews 

about security”
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Above left: Spirit V 

leading the way into 

Santa Marta.

Right: her owners 

Pia Hultgren and 

Erik Lindgren

Right: the Baltic 56 

took four days to sail 

the 815-mile leg ❯

orld ARC is not a race primarily, but the question 

of choosing a yacht capable of covering long 

distances quickly and comfortably under sail is 

one many wrestle with. 

Leading the fleet by some distance into Santa Marta 

was the Swedish-flagged Baltic 56 Spirit V, owned by 

e-commerce entrepreneur Erik Lindgren and his partner 

Pia Hultgren, a professional meteorologist. They were 

sailing with friends, Eivind Boymo-Malm, a sailmaker, 

and Lena Having, both experienced racing sailors.

Spirit took about four days to complete the 815-mile 

downwind leg, declaring 12.73 hours of motoring. By 

comparison, the Oyster 56 Aliena took 24 hours longer, 

declaring just under ten hours of motoring. In 30 knots 

of breeze, close to the Colombian coast, Spirit sat on 15 

knots for almost an hour under full main and symmetric 

spinnaker and it took all the crew’s skill to keep her there. 

The result was that they enjoyed not only some 

sublime sailing, but also gained an extra day in Santa 

Marta over the rest of the fleet. It’s something Lindgren 

and Hultgren hope to repeat throughout the rally. 

Lindgren said that when choosing a yacht, he 

concluded that most of the time they would be sailing 

downwind in 10-15 knots of true breeze. “We wanted a 

boat that sailed in 15 knots,” he said. “I really didn’t want 

to motor sail round the world.” 

He revealed that Hallberg-Rassy, Gunfleet, Discovery 

and Oyster had all been on his possibles list, but adequate 

downwind performance was an issue when it came to 

‘more traditional bluewater cruising yachts’, as he put it. 

Designed by Judel/Vrolijk, Spirit is a carbon-fibre build 

displacing just under 20 tons in loaded World ARC mode. 

Compare that with an Oyster 56 displacing about 30 tons 

in similar trim. Spirit is fitted with a lifting keel, reducing 

draught to 2.3m, which is extremely useful in an event 

like this, although Baltic Yachts had to be despatched to 

the Caribbean recently to correct a faulty locking device. 

When Spirit arrived in Santa Marta she looked 

FIT FOR PURPOSE

BALTIC 56 SPIRIT V

ERIK LINDGREN AND PIA HULTGREN

W
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Above: simple mosquito net 

bought at IKEA in Las Palmas

Above: a separate soft vang led from the boom down to the 

leeward toeral reduces the shock load on a solid vang

nother yacht that has put serious miles under 
her keel of late is Stuart and Anne Letton’s Island 
Packet 45, Time Bandit. In the past two years alone 

she has sailed almost 11,000 miles, taking in ARC Plus 
(Canaries to the Caribbean via the Azores) in 2014 and 
last year cruised from Grenada to Maine and then back 
to Jamaica from where they had just arrived following a 
lively sail across the western Caribbean.

Although not part of World ARC she was joining ARC 
Panama, a newly formed service provided by the World 
Cruising Club to help yachts through the canal. 

Letton was keen to show us some simple security 

devices aboard Time Bandit:

• A custom-built stainless steel grill which secures the 
companionway and can be locked from the inside, but in 
hot climates allows a free flow of air. 

• A motion-activated sensor with a high-pitched 200dB 
alarm. For comparison, a 12-bore shotgun blast is about 

as though she’d been out for a day sail. No transom 
festooned with equipment, no jerrycans lashed to the 
rail and the dinghy tucked away in the lazarette. Tankage 
for 800lt of diesel and 400lt of water plus a Spectra 400 
watermaker provide all their needs. “I have two empty 
jerrycans for safety, but I have no intention of using 
them,” said Lindgren.

The couple were keen to have plenty of living space 
below so they chose a yacht with three double sleeping 
cabins, forgoing the fourth, which would normally be 
found in a yacht of this size. It meant the boat was more 
spacious below, lighter for her length and cheaper. The 
only change below was replacing the previous owner’s 
choice of décor – pink upholstery and stainless steel trim!

The most significant failures on the leg from Saint 
Lucia were the loss of a circlip on the spinnaker spigot at 
the mast, which was spotted during a daily inspection, 
saving worse damage, and the parting of the main 
halyard. The crew had actually trained for this eventuality 
and had the sail rehoisted in 15 minutes. 

The cause of the failure was the breakdown of the 
Vectran core by U/V penetration of the outer cover, which 
showed no sign of wear itself. The halyard had, however, 
spent five years under the Mediterranean sun.

Spirit’s other weapon is Hultgren’s professional 
meteorological knowledge, which earlier in the ARC had 
helped them thread their way between two areas of light 
wind and thus record a class win. They averaged more 
than nine knots for their Atlantic crossing.

She told us that for the first half of the ARC she used 
Seaware software from Storm Geo with data from the 
Reading-based European Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) and then in the Caribbean 
used Expedition software using data from the American 
weather model Global Forecast System (GFS) via Mailasail. 

Hultgren’s ability to analyse this information to put 
the yacht in the right place is clearly a useful tool aboard a 
yacht that thrives in light-medium downwind conditions.

Although it took Erik Lindgren ten years to prepare 
for the ARC and the World ARC, he had to turn back after 
encountering bad weather leaving the Mediterranean en 
route to the 2014 ARC start in the Canaries. “Preparation 
is absolutely everything,” he said. For large parts of this 
event Lindgren and Hultgren plan to sail double-handed.

ALARMING ADVICE

ISLAND PACKET 45 TIME BANDIT

STUART AND ANNE LETTON

Above: Stuart and 

Anne Letton aboard 

their Island Packet 

Time Bandit 

Left: with her tall 

mast and light 

displacement, Spirit 

thrives in light to 

medium conditions

WORLD ARC
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Above: a custom stainless steel 

grill secures the companionway

Above: Stuart Letton shows off his 

Raymarine Lifetag MOB alarm ❯

170dBA. Stuart straps this to a vertical pole in the saloon 
before going to bed – £20 from B&Q.

• An alarm lock which, if knocked or fiddled with, emits 
a 110dB alarm for 35 seconds. Secure Sight Alarmalock, 
about US$20.

• He also carries a variety of padlocks, cables and 5m of 
chain for securing the dinghy, outboard motor, etc.

“We take these precautions when we are in places 
where the haves and the have-nots come together,” said 
Letton. What about carrying guns? “No. It’s a big step.”

Anne, prone to mosquito bites and a light sleeper, 

showed us the following:

• Simple mosquito net for their double berth bought in 
an IKEA in Las Palmas.

• Car windscreen sunshine and heat deflector cut up to 
fit portholes. This acts as a very effective blackout and 
also heat insulator in intense sunshine. 

Back on deck Stuart Letton showed us the following:

• Instead of running harness jacklines along the side 
deck Letton sets them well inboard along the top of the 
coachroof. This means that, when clipped on with a 
medium-length tether, if you fall there is little chance of 
going over the lifelines.

• In addition to carrying a personal EPIRB when on 
watch, Stuart and Anne Letton wear a Raymarine Lifetag 
which, when activated in an MOB situation, immediately 
sets off an alarm on the yacht

• Continual movement and occasional shock loadings 
on the solid vang eventually led to the lower fitting being 
pulled out of the mast. To reduce this load, Letton sets 
up a separate soft vang from a strop near the mainsheet 
attachment point on the boom to the leeward toerail. The 
strop spreads the load. 

The line he uses for the vang is a climbing rope with a 
lot of stretch and he also fits a rubber snubber to ease the 
shock loading. When tensioned this reduces the damaging 
loads on the vang. Letton is considering replacing the solid 
vang with a rope tackle and fitting a topping lift.

• He praised Strataglass, a coated, flexible clear vinyl for 
use in sprayhood windows. “It stays clearer,” he claimed.

rian Boniwell’s Oyster 62 Wishanger II was one of 
the first of the marque to sport a traditional-style 
transom, which adds several feet to the LOA, 

provides more lazarette space and additional deck area. 
But she has grown even more recently with the 

addition of a stern platform custom-designed to 
incorporate a mounting for the Monitor self-steering gear 
and the yacht’s Watt & Sea water generator. Apart from 
making stern boarding and embarkation possible, crew 
Ben Pearson said it’s ideal for landing and gutting fish. 

He then took me forward to show me how Wishanger 
had grown at the other end. Her substantial polished 
stainless steel bowsprit adds another metre or so and 
enables an A sail to be set using a top-down furler. 

They use the same line-driver furling device to deploy 
a Code 0 headsail. It should be said that with Pearson (24), 
his brother Sam (20) and friend Alex Quigley (21) in the 
crew there’s plenty of grunt to manage the foredeck.

It’s a busy place because also stowed there is a 3m RIB. 
Extraordinarily, Brian Boniwell decided on the drastic 
action of cutting a hole in the bottom of the RIB so that 
the babstay, essential in a seaway, could be attached to its 

deck fitting with the tender still stowed!  
To free the tender the babstay is 
removed and a large rubber plug 
inserted into the substantial aperture in 
the bottom of the RIB.

The lads also showed me Wishanger’s 
new saloon modification, a vertical pole 
designed as a safety grab handle. It 
cleverly incorporates two further 
grab-handles on the saloon deckhead 
plus a net stowage area for fresh food  
or other items.

CULTIVATING AN OYSTER

OYSTER 62 WISHANGER II  BRIAN BONIWELL

B

Above: Wishanger’s 

young guns. Left to 

right: Sam Pearson, 

20, Alex Quigley, 21 

and Ben Pearson, 24

Above:  custom-designed stern platform for 

self-steering gear and water generator

“where haves and have-

nots come together”
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His mantra that Alcedo should accommodate “four to 

six people for four to six weeks completely unsupported” 

means that there is immense stowage space for spares, 

frozen and fresh food. 

One way of maximising space was to eschew the 

convention of a large owner’s cabin and instead have a 

utility cabin for a full-size domestic washing machine – a 

godsend, says Sally – large work surfaces and extra freezer 

space. When permitted, David can use it as a workshop.

Other essentials included:

• Safe and easy dinghy stowage for their 3m Zodiac. 

Davits were dismissed because of their vulnerability in a 

seaway so the Battens opted for a stern garage with a 

transom door, enabling the dinghy to be retrieved by two 

people and partially deflated before being stowed 

between the two rudder posts. 

• Substantial ground tackle. Alcedo is equipped with an 

80lb Rocna main anchor easily deployed from its 

stemhead stowage, with 100m of 3/8th chain; a secondary 

anchor with another 100m of chain; a kedge with 30m of 

3/8th chain and a 10m span of 3/8th for general use. That 

should do the trick . . .

• Easy mainsail stowage. Alcedo’s fully battened Vectran 

main by Pete Sanders in Lymington is contained by 

lazyjacks and stows in a boom-mounted stack-pack style 

cover. It’s still a monster for two people to handle.

• A room with a view. David calculated that for 90 per 

cent of her life Alcedo would be used as a hotel so having a 

raised saloon with ‘picture windows’ was essential. 

Since her launch in the UK Alcedo has crossed the 

Atlantic, cruised the Caribbean, sailed north to New York 

and returned for the start of the World ARC via the World 

Cruising Club’s Caribbean 1500 event from Portsmouth 

Virginia to Tortola in the BVIs. 

The one thing they would have opted for at build stage 

would have been a solid, fixed doghouse in place of the 

canvas folding sprayhood which in practice never gets 

lowered. Perhaps it will in the Pacific!

avid and Sally Batten’s Stimson 56, Alcedo of Ryme 

arrived 16 hours astern of Spirit. Purpose-built by 

Martyn Brake in Dorset for short-handed, long-

distance cruising, she is of an unusual composite 

construction. Her underwater canoe body is in strip plank 

wood/epoxy and her topsides and internal bulkheads in 

foam-cored glassfibre panels. 

Apart from lightness and strength the build method 

was intended to be fast and economical.

Like Spirit’s owners, the Battens, both experienced 

cruising sailors, wanted a yacht that would perform well 

in light to medium offwind conditions. Weighing about 

17.5 tons at launch and 23 tons loaded for the World ARC, 

she is a relatively light cruising yacht for her length. 

Designer Chris Stimson, perhaps better known for his 

raceboats and now based in New Zealand, specified a big 

main with a long boom and, while this does indeed get 

Alcedo moving well, I sensed the crew were still getting 

used to managing this large sail when it blew. 

They certainly found there was a need to reef early 

despite the five-ton torpedo-style bulb on her lifting keel. 

A late addition was a cockpit 

arch designed to keep the 

single-line mainsheet out of 

the cockpit. It has worked well.

The owners took a belt and 

braces approach to this boat, 

which has twin engines, twin 

rudders, twin autopilots and, 

as David put it, “a second boat 

beneath the sole in terms of 

spares – two of everything”.  

BELT AND BRACES

STIMSON 56 ALCEDO OF RYME

DAVID AND SALLY BATTEN

Above: Sally and 

David Batten are 

experienced 

cruising sailors 

Above:  owner David 

Batten shows us his 

large stock of spares 

Below:  Alcedo of 

Ryme – alcedo is a 

genus of birds that 

includes the 

kingfisher 

“there’s a second boat 

below the sole in spares”

WORLD ARC
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Aesthetically she could be described as a Marmite boat 
– you either love her or hate her. But these French-built 
boats have sold in their thousands.

He looked very carefully at HR, Malö, Sweden Yachts, 
Oyster, Discovery and Contest, but when he found Amel 
he dismissed the rest as all ‘grossly over-specced’.

He also revealed that he bought the yacht from Rudi 
Peroni of Italian beer brewing fame, complete with 
articles of the previous owner’s clothing and an under-
sole ‘cellar’ capable of holding 480 bottles of wine.  
“I wouldn’t be able to wear some of the clothes ashore,” 
Forbes warned.

An initial refit involved new headsail roller reefing 
systems; SSB and AIS installation; arch-mounted solar 
panels; installing an active radar detection unit; buying a 
new liferaft and installing Fleet Broadband 250.

Although they logged more than 40 hours of motoring 
en route from the start in Saint Lucia, Forbes recalled 
some of the best sailing he’d experienced since buying 
Carango in May 2013. Since I spoke to him in Colombia 
his blog from the San Blas islands describes some equally 
good experiences on leg two of the World ARC. 

Importantly, he and Vicky have given themselves the 
chance to get to know Carango since buying her and 
although Vicky admits to some initial ‘back-pedalling’ 
over the idea of the World ARC, by the time they’d 
reached Santa Marta she was a complete convert.

Peter Forbes reminded us of some of the Amel 54’s 

defining features:

• The ability to turn the mid-ship section of the yacht 
into a ‘citadel’ by easily closing a series of fore and aft 
watertight bulkhead doors and through-bulkhead valves.

• Through-hull seacocks are reduced to a minimum 
by draining all grey water from sinks, showers, washing 
machines, freezers, etc into a single sump which, by use 
of a float switch, automatically pumps overboard through 
a single above-the-waterline opening.

• Provision of a single seawater intake which then 
distributes water to the engine, generator, deck wash, etc 
via a single manifold.

• Excellent machinery access, even for a tall man like 
Forbes, through the cockpit sole.

•  The use of mechanical gauges (as opposed to 
electronic) for water and fuel tanks. “Simple – what could 
go wrong?” asked Forbes.

• Ketch rig means shorter masts and smaller sails for a 
crew of a certain age.

• Standard equipment includes a dishwasher, microwave, 
washing machine and drier, two freezers and more.

With the ability to set a mizzen staysail and fully 
equipped for twin pole headsails, Carango will keep up 
with the help of the iron topsail when the wind drops out 
of the teens, but so far the match between Forbes’s crew 
and the Amel 54 looks ideal. 

here are three Amel 54s participating in this 
World ARC, Peter and Vicky Forbes’s Carango 
being one of two aiming to complete the entire 

circumnavigation. A third 54 will join in Mauritius. 
Recently retired from the aviation industry, Forbes, 

who has owned a number of yachts, chose the Amel 54 
primarily for her inherent safety features. 

He also liked the fact that the sailplan can be controlled 
entirely from the well-protected cockpit and admired 
the yacht’s generally well thought out and seamanlike 
features. Comfort and safety were more important than 
performance to him.

Renowned for its simplicity and absence of woodwork 
on deck – “you simply squirt a hose at it,” declared Forbes 
– the 54 aims to reduce maintenance to a minimum. 

SAFETY FEATURES FIRST

AMEL 54 CARANGO

PETER AND VICKY FORBES

Above: Vicky and 

Peter Forbes have 

given themselves 

plenty of time to get 

to know Carango

Right: access to the 

machinery space is 

excellent. Peter 

indicates the sump 

into which all grey 

water drains before 

being pumped 

overboard via a 

single outlet

“mechanical gauges – 

what could go wrong?” 

T
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raham Greene is not noted for being a great 
sailor. The author of Brighton Rock, The End 

of the Affair and other popular novels from 
the 1930s onwards is better known for his 
difficult relationships with booze, religion 
and women. His most legendary sailing 

exploits were swanning around on his publisher’s yacht in 
the South of France and enjoying an aperitif or three at the 
Yacht bar beneath his apartment in Antibes. 

Which is why, when I stumbled across a ‘Graham Greene’ 
listed as the owner of a yacht I was researching, I assumed it 
must be someone else with the same name. 

The boat in question was a 32ft double-ended cutter called 
Nausikaa, which I had photographed on a bright, breezy day 
off the Old Harry Rocks near Poole, on the south coast of 
England. Originally built in 1939, the boat had been bought in 
a sorry state by London art dealer David Messum, restored by 
a boatyard in Poole and put on the market for £140,000 – a 
jaw-dropping price when you consider one of her (unrestored) 
bigger sisters was up for sale for a mere £22,500.

Nausikaa’s owner had only the vaguest idea about the 

a brief 
affair

NIC COMPTON UNCOVERED A LINK TO GRAHAM 

GREENE WHEN RESEARCHING A 32-FOOTER
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Main picture:  the 

pretty 32ft double-ender 

Nausikaa after her 

resoration by Traditional  

Shipwright Services 

based in Poole
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Above: the author 

Graham Greene had, 

by 1949, published 

Brighton Rock and 

The Fallen Idol and 

had received an 

advance from a  

film producer

boat’s history, so I visited Lloyd’s Register in London to 
trawl through their archive of yacht registers – freely 
accessible at the LR reference library on Fenchurch Street. 

I was immediately confronted with a puzzle, as the first 
owner was listed as ‘Maj J. S. Crosthwaite Eyre’ – not Sir 
Oliver Crosthwaite Eyre, the MP for the New Forest, as 
indicated by a nostalgic memoir written by a previous 
owner. A case of mistaken identity? 

In fact, a quick email to the current Oliver Crosthwaite 
Eyre clarified the situation: his grandfather, Sir Oliver, had 
indeed commissioned the boat for Jack Crosthwaite Eyre 
(Sir Oliver’s father, and Oliver’s great-grandfather) – 
though, as he himself said: “The war brought to an end 
any plans for actually using her.”

By 1947, the register listed E. J. Jeremy as the owner, 
then in 1948 Wing Cmdr Alec Ingle FDC AFC and, in 1949, 
Graham Greene. Not quite believing my luck, I searched 
online and found three references that confirmed the 

connection – including a letter and photos held by 
Georgetown University in Washington DC. 

As final confirmation, I looked up the owner’s 
particulars in the 1949 Lloyd’s Register, which gave 
Greene’s address as 5 St James’s Street, Pall Mall, London 
SW1, which again tallied with online references for the 
author. By yachting journalism standards, I had a scoop!

Trying to get any more information, however, proved 
an uphill struggle. The internet and all the various 
biographies are virtually silent about Graham Greene’s 
foray into yachting in the summers of 1948-9. Yet there 
were very good reasons the author might have bought a 
yacht at that particular time. 

By 1948 Greene had already written the screenplay for 
Brighton Rock (1947) and The Fallen Idol (1948), and was 
writing the script for The Third Man (1949). That year, he 
received a £9,000 advance from film producer Alexander 
Korda with which he bought a flat on St James’s Street, 
right next to his long-term lover Catherine Walston (the 
inspiration for his seminal The End of the Affair), a villa in 
Capri called Il Rosaio, which he would own for the next 40 
years, and a small yacht, Nausikaa. 

Anyone who has ever bought a yacht knows what an 
exciting process it is, yet Nausikaa warrants just a single, 
one-line reference (in parenthesis at that) in Norman 
Sherry’s official biography, The Life of Graham Greene 
1939-1955, in which he suggests Greene bought the yacht 
“to avoid tax payment”. 

The same book quotes a letter in which Greene 
desperately tries to persuade the famously beautiful-yet-
elusive Catherine to marry him, saying: “If we were 
married we could have both the yacht and the house here 
[in Lymington] and the cottage in Ireland and the flat in 
London…” Clearly, in the summer of 1949, Nausikaa was 
more than just a tax write-off and was up there among 
Greene’s list of possessions with which to woo his lover.

Then came the breakthrough. Less than a week after 
contacting Georgetown University Library I received 
digital copies of the letter and two photos listed in their 
Catherine Walston/Graham Greene collection. One of the 
photos was of Nausikaa at anchor, with an inscription on 
the back which read: “With lesbian love from Nausikaa, 
Sep. 12. 1948.” (Trust Graham Greene to endow a boat with 
libido!) The other photo was of a different yacht, though it 
had Nausikaa’s specifications scribbled on the back. 

The letter was written on headed paper, with Greene’s 
Pall Mall address at the top and dated ‘Yacht Nausikaa, 
Friday Morning’. It was accompanied by an envelope 
addressed to ‘Mrs H. D. Walston’ (ie Catherine) at an 
address in Dublin, and stamped ‘Burnham-on-Crouch,  
15 July 1949’. It read as follows:

‘Dear,
We had a nice day yesterday. Beer & sandwich at 
Chelmsford. Then to Burnham & got a motor boat to take 
us out with the dinghy. We stowed everything away, sat on 
deck for a while, doing knots, & then I rowed Gilby ashore 
– very inexpertly. We had drinks at the White Hart – which 
is always full of you – then pubcrawled a little, & we [went] 
back to the boat & bed. 

This morning Gilby did the bacon & eggs & I washed up. 
The wind is howling & I was a bit sick after breakfast from 
the pitching. Betta now – 11am & Gilby is sleeping. We aren’t 

“we stowed everything away, sat 

on deck for a while, doing knots”
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Above: a new section was scarfed onto the bottom of 

the wooden mast and new sails made

Centre: an original brass mushroom vent. Above: Nausikaa was 

the Phoenician princess who nursed Odysseus in The Odyssey

Above: the pushpit and stanchions are new. “The danger is, 

where do you stop?” says owner David Messum

Main picture: art dealer 

and owner David 

Messum at the helm, 

with Tim Frearson of 

Traditional Shipwright 

Services on the jib sheet. 

The cockpit was 

reconfigured to include 

locker storage, and a 

new tiller made
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Caraman after the latter revealed that Catherine had all 
along been having an affair with Father Gilby.

Such was the frenetic social circle Greene inhabited. 
Barbara, by the way, was Greene’s cousin, with whom, as 
far as we know, he did not have an affair. But more 
interesting to yachting aficionados was the fact that 
Father Gilby was published by Eyre & Spottiswoode – the 
very company Greene was employed by after the war. 

The significance of this becomes clear in Gilby’s 
biography, which reports the priest was once employed as 
a naval chaplain: ‘Thus began a lifetime’s romance with 
the sea, which found literary expression in a naval and 
military anthology, Britain at Arms, and a different sort of 
outlet in his periodic post-war cruises on the yacht of his 
publisher, Sir Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre.’

Ring a bell? Yes, that’s the same Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre 
who commissioned the yacht Nausikaa for his father, Jack 
Crosthwaite-Eyre, and who was himself a noted Catholic. 
And so the story comes full circle. 

The yacht Graham Greene bought and sailed in 1948-49 
was originally commissioned by his own publisher and 
crewed by their mutual friend Father Gilby – though it 
seems likely that those ‘post-war cruises’ were conducted 
on one of Sir Oliver’s posh motor yachts in the Med. 

Little did Greene know, when he wrote that letter to 
Catherine from Nausikaa’s saloon, that the friendly priest 
who had been cooking bacon and eggs in his galley would 
soon turn out to be his arch-enemy. 

It’s quite possible too that the ‘arrival of the others’ and 
the rough trip that followed might have spelled the end of 
Greene’s yacht owning. By 1950, Lloyd’s Register shows 
Nausikaa was owned by R. H. Goddard & F. W. Knight and 
based in Southampton, with an RORC rating to boot. 

Meanwhile, Greene was enjoying a holiday on 
Alexander Koda’s yacht, Elsewhere, in the South of France 
in the company of celebrities such as Laurence Olivier, 
Margot Fonteyn and Vivien Leigh. He later satirised his 
cruises on Elsewhere in his novel Loser Takes All (1955), but 
of the pretty, double-ended cruising yacht he himself 
owned, there is no sign in any of his books. 

after all having Mass aboard, so I’ll [save] confession till  
I get home. I fear G doesn’t go quite as far as Caraman so  
I think I’ll stick to the Jesuits. 

I’m not really looking forward to the arrival of the 
others. The boat is going to be vilely uncomfortable and the 
sea definitely rough. Last night I had a strange forcibly not 
erotic dream about Barbara [. . .]

I do hope you are happy and not bored and reasonably 
comfortable. Remember a telegram will always fetch me.

Dear dear dear, I love you completely.
Graham’

The letter conjured up a wonderful, if unlikely scenario, 
of Greene throwing knots on the deck of Nausikaa while 
moored up in Burnham-on-Crouch, before heading for 

goodness-knows where – maybe Lymington, where 
Norman Sherry suggests he kept the boat? Or possibly 
further afield? But the letter also contained several 
puzzles: who were Gilby, Caraman and Barbara? And what 
did that reference to ‘the Jesuits’ mean exactly?

By 1949, Greene had been having an affair with 
Catherine for three years. But it soon transpired he wasn’t 
the only one. Catherine had converted to Catholicism in 
1946, just weeks before meeting Greene, and soon 
developed a taste for Catholic priests – even becoming 
known as the ‘priest-eater’. By the time this letter was 
written, she had fallen under the spell of the charismatic 
and influential Dominican priest Father Thomas Gilby, 
who had been posted to Cambridge, where she lived. 

Also in the group was Father Philip Caraman, a Jesuit 
priest known as ‘the gentle Jesuit’, whom Greene was 
much taken with – hence his reference to sticking ‘with 
the Jesuits’. Greene would eventually fall out with Father 

“The boat is going to be vilely 

uncomfortable and sea rough”

Above: the interior 

was “like entering a 

mine, it was so dark”. 

It was replaced with 

a light, modern 

interior and the 

saloon bulkhead 

was moved forward 

to give more room 

for  a ‘decent’ galley
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Main picture: the 

restored Nausikaa sails 

extremely well. She 

came 1st on handicap in 

the Round Island Race  

of the 2014 Panerai 

Classics, but here she 

romps home across 

Studland Bay



As for Nausikaa, after her brief affair with Graham 
Greene, she went through a series of lovers up until 1955, 
when she was bought by Peter Burnett and stayed with 
him for more than 40 years. From her base on the Hamble 
River, the Burnett family sailed the yacht extensively up 
and down the Channel – often in company with the 
Bailhache family on their T-Class sloop Monica – all 
around Brittany and even up to Scotland. 

Despite being more than 20 years old, she raced on the 
Solent under the auspices of the Royal Southern YC as well 
as the Round Jersey Race and managed to pick up ‘the odd 
pot’, according to Peter Burnett’s son, Richard.

The yacht’s interior was considerably altered during the 
Burnett years, with the enormous heads by the 
companionway replaced with a quarter berth and chart 
table, and the saloon seating improved. The original Gray 
petrol engine was replaced first by a Parsons Scampi 
petrol engine (which apparently sounded ‘like a Tiger 
Moth’) and eventually a Saab diesel. The old coal cooker 

was replaced with a Taylor paraffin stove and then by a 
‘sensible’ Calor gas arrangement. 

These were happy times, when Nausikaa was in regular 
use as a family cruiser, clocking up many miles and even 
more memories for both the Burnett and the Bailhache 
families – even if she was sometimes described as a 
‘half-tide rock in a hurry’ (ie she had a big bow wake). 
There was romance too, with a Burnett Young eventually 
marrying a Bailhache Young.

Lloyd’s Register doesn’t tell us what happened to 
Nausikaa after the Burnetts sold her in the mid-1990s (the 
Register of Yachts was discontinued in 1980), but it seems 
in 2000 she was bought by John Hutchings, who lived on 
her for a time in Guernsey before he died. 

In any case, by the time she turned up at Traditional 
Shipwright Services (TSS) in Poole in 2010, Nausikaa was 
in a sorry state. Eighteen months’ work followed, during 
which the accommodation was entirely rebuilt, including 

a new double berth in the fo’c’sle, moving the saloon 
bulkhead forward to give more space for the chart table 
and a ‘decent’ galley, and creating a partitioned heads.

It would have been sacrilege had it been the original 
interior, but most of that had been discarded long before 
David Messum bought the boat, so there was never any 
chance of being able to say: “This was the saloon where 
Graham Greene sat” or “This was the bunk where Graham 
Greene slept” or even “This was the galley where Father 
Gilbert cooked”! 

Instead, Nausikaa was fitted with a beautifully crafted 
interior, far superior to the one she had during Graham 
Greene’s ownership, but better suited to her new-found 
status as a nautical collector’s item. For, even before he 
knew the boat’s unique pedigree, Messum had high hopes 
of his latest acquisition.

“The value of something depends on how you look at 
it,” he says. “It happens all the time at art auctions: people 
don’t stop to think about value, it’s all about price. So if it’s 
cheaper than the next thing, they think they’ve got a 
bargain. That applies to boats too. If you look for another 
Gauntlet and find one for £25,000, you might think ‘what 
a bargain’. But take it to a shipwright and he’ll say it needs 
a year’s work. 

“Whereas with a boat like Nausikaa, all that work’s been 
done. It might not be cheaper, but it’s better value than 
that £25,000 boat! It’s like an valuable painting. There are 
lots who will say it’s too expensive – but they’re probably 
the wrong people anyway. It’s not always about money.”

And certainly Messum’s first outing suggested he and 
his team had got something right. Less than a week after 
being relaunched, she entered the Round Island Race at 
the 2014 Panerai British Classic Week and, against some of 
the top competition in the UK, came 1st on handicap 
(albeit she was one of the last over the line in real time). 

Had he been more of a sailor, Graham Greene might 
have realised what a little treasure he had and hung onto 
her a little longer, instead of selling her and jetting off to 
the South of France. But then he had a habit of chasing 
after the unattainable, rather than appreciating what was 
right there under his nose. 

Sailing his own boat in England didn’t suit Greene 
quite as well, it seems, as sailing other people’s boats in 
the South of France.

Above: the steel 

floors and hanging 

knees were 

regalvanised and 

refitted. The refit 

work took 18 

months 

“the value of something 

depends on how you look at it”
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hen yacht instrumentation consisted of 

an array of circular dials set into a 

housing across the top of the 

companionway, life was simple. The more 

dials you had, the cooler you looked.

Analogue displays for boat speed, 

wind direction and wind speed were the norm. To have an 

amplified wind direction meter set you apart as a racer 

and was considered very sophisticated. 

Back in the day, depth might be displayed on a Seafarer 

echo sounder with a large circular display and an orange 

LED blinking around the rim. 

a digital
revolution
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FROM FLAT SCREENS TO DIGITAL SWITCHING, MATTHEW SHEAHAN 

EXPLORES THE LATEST IN INSTRUMENT TECHNOLOGY
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Main picture:  Garmin 

8000 family– typical 

touchscreens that can 

display and control an 

increasing number of 

the yacht’s systems



deal more flexibility. With multiple screens above and 

below decks you can decide where you want the chart 

plotter displayed at any given time, or where and at what 

size you want to display general sailing information.

But as Garmin’s Nigel Craine explains, the new flat 

screen systems offer a great deal more.

“Among the basic functions you can have a single 

control to switch between, say, daytime and night time 

settings for all your instruments and their displays,” he 

says. “You could have different set-ups for different crew, 

all saved and available at one touch of a button so that 

when you come up on deck or sit at the chart table you 

simply press the button with your name on it and the 

screen you want appears. You could have different 

configurations for inshore and offshore modes, along with 

short-handed or fully crewed options. But you could also 

have more automated changes.

“For example, starting the engine could change the 

instrument displays to show data that is more relevant to 

you than when you’re under sail – such as revs, speed, 

engine exhaust temperature and maybe a video view of 

the engine room. You may want to look at different 

instruments when you’re sailing downwind from those 

that are in front of you upwind.”

Garmin’s 8500 Black Box and 8000 MFD Series are 

several  examples. The touch-sensitive screens come in a 

No buttons to press, no pages to scroll through, no 

infuriating menus and, if you couldn’t read the displays 

because they were too far away, tough.

Clearly, today the situation is very different with a huge 

choice of multi-purpose displays and digital read-outs for 

every eventuality. Plumbed into the instrument bus that 

carries data around the boat, we can display rafts of 

information on anything that has a sensor. 

What else could we possibly need and where is 

instrumentation heading next?

Large fl at screens
A walk around any of the boat shows will reveal a step 

change in the thinking from the top instrument 

manufacturers. Large flat screens are now in vogue. Like 

giant computer tablets set into steering pedestals, the 

next generation of instrumentation appears to have more 

in common with the glass cockpit of an airliner than it 

does with traditional yacht systems. 

Screens that can display anything from a complete 

array of sailing data to the more complex combined chart 

plotter/radar or even a thermal image of the path ahead, 

the new screens can display pretty much anything you 

might wish. All you have to do is to choose.

This ability to set up a screen to display the kind of 

information you want where you want it provides a great 

Above: mounted 

above the steering 

pedestal, the new 

large fl at screens 

can display 

everything from 

chart plotter to 

engine data

DIGITAL REVOLUTION

56 I April 2016



❯

number of sizes from 8-19in displays that are operated 

just like a touchscreen tablet with pinch to zoom 

functions for the chart plotter and radar. 

And Garmin aren’t alone. Most of the major 

instrument manufacturers are heading the same way and 

have moved towards flat screen multi-function displays. 

Raymarine’s eSeries and gSeries units also offer the ability 

to display anything from charts and radar to normal 

sailing/motoring instruments. 

Raymarine also offers manual controls as well as the 

touchscreen system, which is fully water- and 

weatherproof, but can become trickier to operate in the 

wet, or when you are wearing gloves. 

Furuno also has a flat screen system, the NavNet 

TZtouch range with various units from 9-15.6in displays. 

Once again the displays cater for chart plotting, radar, 

digital switching, etc. B&G has similar products in its 

Vulcan multi-touch chart plotter range. 

Another advantage of the new flat screen systems is 

the ability to upgrade and update displays and 

functionality remotely. Like downloading the latest 

operating system updates on your smartphone or tablet, 

the new generation of sailing instruments can be 

upgraded using the boat’s wi-fi connection. Furthermore, 

fitting a new sensor will not necessarily mean finding 

somewhere to mount the instrument head. Instead, the 

read-out will be a software upgrade – much like adding an 

app to your phone.  

And on the subject of phones, most of the new 

instrument systems from companies such as Raymarine, 

Furuno, Garmin and others have the ability to be driven 

by standard handheld devices using a simple free to 

download app. This in turn is changing the way that some 

people are kitting out their boats.

“The built-in wi-fi systems that talk to smartphones 

and tablets via our apps not only mean that owners can 

view data from the instruments on their portable devices, 

but they can control the instruments too,” says 

Raymarine’s Fiona Pankhurst. “This in turn means that 

some boat owners are now tending to go for the main 

screen on deck with their tablets down below.”

One of the functions available with Furuno’s 1st Watch 

Wireless radar –for which your iPhone and/or iPad is the 

wireless display and controller – is a Guard Zone function 

which allows an iPad or iPhone to be set up to vibrate and/

or buzz when a target is seen within a user-defined zone.

“you could have different set-ups 

for different crew”

Above: Furuno iPad/iPhone wireless radar set-up – most of the new 

instruments can be driven by standard handheld devices using a simple, 

free to download app
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read-out will be a software upgrade – much like adding an 

app to your phone.  

And on the subject of phones, most of the new 

instrument systems from companies such as Raymarine,

Furuno, Garmin and others have the ability to be driven 

by standard handheld devices using a simple free to 

download app. This in turn is changing the way that some 

people are kitting out their boats.

“The built-in wi-fi systems that talk to smartphones 

and tablets via our apps not only mean that owners can 

view data from the instruments on their portable devices, 

but they can control the instruments too,” says 

Raymarine’s Fiona Pankhurst. “This in turn means that 

some boat owners are now tending to go for the main 

screen on deck with their tablets down below.”

One of the functions available with Furuno’s 1st Watch 

Wireless radar –for which your iPhone and/or iPad is the 

wireless display and controller – is a Guard Zone function 

which allows an iPad or iPhone to be set up to vibrate and/

or buzz when a target is seen within a user-defined zone.

“you could have different set-ups 

for different crew”
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Below: Raymarine’s Hybrid Touch is a popular choice of multi-function 

display as it offers both touchscreen and keypad control



Digital switching
Yet, behind the scenes aboard many superyachts and an 

increasing number of smaller semi-custom boats there is 

another change taking place that looks set to trickle down 

to mainstream yachts. 

Digital switching means that it is possible to control 

the ship’s instrument panel, showing any item from 

navigation lights to the inverter or the air conditioning, 

from any of the flat screen displays in the boat, above or 

below decks. 

The system works by using the lightweight NMEA 

2000 network cable that is the instrument bus to send 

data back from transducers, to switch items on and off 

using a digital control and monitoring network. This 

replaces the more cumbersome and complicated wiring 

looms that would normally be used between a device and 

the switch and fuse panels.

This opens up even more possibilities for setting up the 

boat in various configurations and is another driver for 

the flat screen displays. For boat owners, having fewer 

cables reduces the overall complexity of a conventional 

wiring loom and can also help reduce the chances of 

broken wires and dodgy contacts. 

Thinner wires also mean less weight for those who are 

interested in such things, but it can also make for a 

simpler build and installation. 

From a boatbuilder’s point of view, going wireless offers 

the potential for savings in installation time and, for 

designers, not having to create so many cable runs could 

make life easier too.

Mastervolt is among those who have surged ahead 

with a digital switching product. Its CZone system is 

NMEA 2000-certified and uses the standard Micro cables 

and connectors, allowing a single network backbone to be 

installed for multiple systems, both CZone and other 

NMEA 2000 devices. Additionally, the CZone system can 

share certain monitoring functions with other NMEA 

2000-compliant screens. 

One particularly interesting detail is the company’s 

No-Single-Failure-Point technology, a plug and play 

system with redundancies that is designed to handle 

mishaps. So if a module is damaged, the system will 

automatically program the replacement module when it 

is plugged in. This means any module can be replaced 

without using high-tech service engineers. 

“Having fewer cables reduces 

the overal complexity” 

Right: Mastervolt’s 

CZone system, 

which uses digital 

switching to reduce 

wiring dramatically
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Signal K
But flat screen technology and digital switching have even 
more to offer when added to a new technology that could 
have a big influence aboard mainstream yachts.

In the same way that 4G has offered big advantages in 
the amount of data and the speed that can be transmitted 
and received via mobile phone networks, the NMEA 2000 
protocol has for some time offered big benefits over NMEA 
0183 system, not least a tenfold improvement in speed. 

But according to some marine techies, developing new 
applications to talk the NMEA protocol is expensive and 
time-consuming. Legally, developers of both hardware 
and apps must pay the NMEA organisation for 
documentation and certification of products, which can 
add up to thousands of dollars. This can stifle smaller, 
innovative app developers from entering the marine 
sector. As a result there are few new applications that use 
the new technology that is moving onto our boats.

But now a new open source (freely available) data 
format that can work with NMEA signals, is friendly to 
wi-fi, cellphones, tablets and the internet is making it far 
easier to create all kinds of apps from displays and 
monitoring systems to digital switching systems. 

The project to develop the data format is called Signal K 
and some believe it is one of the most exciting things to 

happen to marine electronics for some time.
“In simple terms the principle is similar to the 

technology that allowed the development of apps for 
iPhones,” explains Nick Heyes of Digital Yacht. “When it 
comes to displaying information and controlling systems 
the potential is huge.”

Indeed, Digital Yacht was quick to respond to what it 
saw as a big opportunity and made plans to build a unit 
– or gateway device as it calls it – that would allow 
traditional instrument systems that use NMEA 0183 or 
2000, to tap into and run off the new format. 

To get things going they set up a kickstarter campaign 
to raise US$20,000 for the development costs for the unit. 
As an indication of the appeal that both the unit and the 
system might generate, at the time of writing the 
campaign had raised over US$100,000 for the 
iKommunicate device.

So if you’ve been treading the aisles at this year’s shows 
looking at a new radar or chart plotter system, don’t be 
put off by the plethora of large flat screens on display 
with most of the big players. They might appear quite 
pricey when compared with more conventional individual 
instrument displays, but you could well be fitting one 
sooner than you think and end up looking at more 
read-outs than you thought possible. 

Above: Digital 

Yacht’s brand new 

iKommunicate 

allows NMEA 

instruments to 

integrate with 

Signal K

Left:  Signal K – the 

next-generation 

solution for marine 

data exchange

te
Pho
omes

ten
d D

opp
ice 

nt sy
off t

up a k
t costs f

nd the

ev
uld

the
In

as 
tew

l ins
nto a

ing t
the de

l that b
f writing

en

i
com
he po

deed
a big 

y dev
trume

nd run 
hey set 

velopme
both the unit 

the

ave
cou

n
d

aw a
gate

onal 
ap in

gs goi
0 for th

ppeal t
time of w

0 for the 

eve
ld

c
the

Ind
s a b

way 
instru

o and 
g they 

he develop
hat both t

riting the

tec
hon

es t
tent

Dig
ppor

e as 
t sys

ff the 
a kick

osts for th
h

happen to marine electronic
“In simple terms the principle is similar to the 
hnology that allowed the development of apps for

es,” explains Nick Heyes of Digital Yacht. “When it 
o displaying information and controlling systems 

al is huge.”
ital Yacht was quick to respond to what it 

tunity and made plans to build a unit
it calls it – that would allow

tems that use NMEA 0183 or 
new format.

k tarter campaign 
h unit

Above: Digital 

Yacht’s brand new 

iKommunicate 

allows NMEA 

instruments to 

integrate with 

Signal K

Left:  Signal K – the 

next-generation 

solution for marine 

data exchange

n
t
iPh

ome
poten

ed, D
ig opp

device
ment 

run of
set up a 

pment cos
he unit and the 

h

echno
ones

to d
tential

Digita
portu

as it 
ystem

f the new 
kickstarte

ts for the unit. 

April 2016 I 59



���� ��������� ��

����� �
 �
�	�
��

����
 ��

����������
�������

	������
� � ���
	��� � 	����
�����	����
������	�	��


�� ����
�� ����
� ���	��



A VOYAGE BY DHOW
PHOTOJOURNALIST MARION KAPLAN WENT ABOARD, WITH HER GOAT, FOR A 500-MILE 

PASSAGE IN THE PERSIAN GULF AND WAS IMPRESSED BY THE YOUNG SKIPPER AND HIS CREW

April 2016 I 61

more than a little simple, yet the relationship between the 
young shipmaster and his men was always harmonious. 
They obeyed his orders instantly and shared food, tea and 
the ever-circulating hookah on equal terms.

Night was darkening the pale green water as we set out 
under power. On the shore the fl aming sunset over Kuwait 
was repeated by fl are after fl are of burning gas. A half 
moon sat overhead and necklaces of electric lights hung 
for hours on our starboard side. Red-lit buoys and tanker 
wharfs illuminated like Christmas trees marked our way.

While the engine chugged evenly, the sailors remained 
on continuous watch through the night, frequently 
sounding with the leadline. At 0400, when we were off the 
northern Saudi Arabian coast, all activity came to a sudden 
stop. The anchor was dropped, the distinctive voice of 
Ahmed Jassim passed last orders back to the helm and, 
except for a softly thrumming engine, there was silence.

It lasted until 0600. The men leaped up to wash and 
pray, and the soft light began to turn into another 
cloudless day over a deeper, turquoise sea. Now the only 
intrusions on a peaceful scene were a thick black smear of 
smoke from a Saudi Arabian oil well, a helicopter darting 
about like a mad thing, toylike tankers and vivid fl ames 
like matches on the distant shore. Occasional fl ocks of 
cormorants fl ew like squadrons of warplanes out of the 
smokestacks and streamers in the western sky.

“

arion Kaplan is a London-born 
photojournalist and writer. She lived in 
Africa for 20 years working for, among 
others, National Geographic. They 
assigned her in 1972 to produce a 
feature entitled ‘Twilight of the Arab 

Dhows’. To do the job properly, she began by taking 
passage on a 90-ton coasting dhow, 500 miles down the 
Persian Gulf from Kuwait to Dubai. 

There, she changed to an ocean-going boom, sailed on 
the monsoon to Mombasa and had been signed on as 
crew rather than passenger before the trip was over – 
truly, a woman you won’t meet every day. 

In 2015 she decided that so much was inevitably unsaid 
in one article that she would write an illustrated book 
about her experiences. Here is the chapter from So Old 

a Ship about sailing down the Gulf with a small goat and 
a crew that would do justice to Sindbad himself. Buy the 
book and delight in it. You’ll not be sorry.   

Aziz – which means ‘dear’ – was a plump 
double-ender, 70ft on deck. She had a short 
poop, on which stood a small wheelhouse 

surrounded by the crew’s chests, and a tall raked mast. 
Her yard – three tree trunks lashed together — was nearly 
the length of the ship. A little airplane fl ew on the jackstaff 
as Aziz’s long nose dipped and rose on the gentle sea.

Inevitably, she had a 150hp engine enclosed within 
green-panelled bulkheads illustrated with red-painted 
palm trees and inscribed with appropriate Koranic texts. 
To begin with, all that could be seen of it was the hatch 
amidships, several feet below high-piled crates of cargo.

The crew numbered ten in all. I brought the number to 
11. My goat made it 12. With the ship’s cat we were 13, but 
only the little goat did not survive the voyage.

Ahmed Jassim, the nakhoda (skipper), was younger 
than any of his sailors, but always indisputably master of 
his ship. A devout Muslim, his aristocratic air made him 
seem taller than he was. He had a smooth, teak-coloured 
skin, even white teeth, dark eyes and an engaging smile. 
His long robe and headcloth remained immaculate. 

He was handsome and dashing – in striking contrast to 
the nine seamen, who were a motley lot, unshaven, in 
ragged clothes, broken-toothed, cross-eyed, in one case 

M
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Above:  Aziz was a plump double-ended dhow, 70ft on deck



Above:  Ali Mehinna 

concentrates on the 

ship’s compass. 

Above right: the 

ship’s cook, Abdul 

Hussein, prepares a 

meal on the fire

Soon after sunrise the lateen sail was quickly bent to 

the yard and, amid rhythmic chanting, hoisted aloft. The 

great triangle provided instant shade. 

After breakfast of unleavened bread and sweet tea 

served in tiny glasses, the crew relaxed and I became 

better acquainted with my shipmates. Ahmed Jassim 

knew a few words of English. All the men, he said, were 

Iranians, yet they spoke Arabic among themselves. Were 

they then Arabs or Iranians, I asked. Well, it depended, he 

said, but really they were both. Or either.

The men got on well with each other. Temperament 

was only tolerated from the ship’s cook, Abdul Hussein. A 

jovial smiling fellow more than competent with rice and 

fish and goat stews – for the knife had descended on my 

little kid – he was the ship’s folk singer. With a hand 

clasped to his face, he would go into long mournful 

refrains that appeared to give much pleasure to the 

sailors. Sometimes Ahmed Jassim would punch a button 

on a small tape recorder and listen to some enchantress’s 

lilting refrain or the melodic tenor of Koranic plainsong.

Sitting with men garbed in headcloths and robes as we 

sailed the seas of Sindbad, I found the Gulf very strange. 

There we were, perched high on crated air conditioners 

and refrigerators, playing cassette tape recorders while 

the never-ending sunsets of oil flares burned in the 

distance and the timeless lateen sail gusted overhead. 

This sea, stretching 500 miles south-east from the 

delta of the Tigris and Euphrates to the Strait of Hormuz, 

was the world’s most valuable waterway. Croesus was a 

poor man in comparison with the emirs of the Gulf. 

The four-day journey to Abu Dhabi, where we were to 

offload much of our cargo, ran smoothly. At the wheel, 

grizzled Ali Mehinna peered shortsightedly at the 

compass. He shared the helm only with Hassan, the 

serang. It meant long shifts for each man, relieved only by 

brief breaks for meals and prayers at the five statutory 

times each day when the other would take over.

I was able to observe them closely for at night I slept, or 

dozed, wrapped half around the helmsman on the shelf of 

the wheelhouse. There was no room to stretch out. All the 

time we were at sea Ahmed Jassim maintained watch 

from his place on the crates, snatching perhaps an hour 

or two’s sleep at dawn and after the mid-day meal. I never 

knew where, among all the boxes jammed on deck, 

everyone else slept. Even the ship’s cat seemed constantly 

to be looking for a comfortable spot.

The cat, I noticed, washed as perfunctorily as I did. With 

the thin and tattered curtains of the wheelhouse drawn, I 

found a sort of privacy aft of it in the zuli, the latrine, but 

at best it was marginal. Contemplation of the view was 

facilitated by exposure to the elements from the waist up.

We ate at 0700, 1130 and 1700. A big round pancake of 

khubz with tea began the day. Other meals consisted of 

rice and a spicy stew devised by Abdul Hussein. Handfuls 

of sticky dates were placed beside the platters and bowls 

of food on the two eating mats, round which five or six 

people could sit or squat with moderate comfort.

After every meal, and at frequent intervals between 

meals, came black sweet tea. Sometimes we had coffee – 

drunk from tiny porcelain cups. Good manners 

demanded that the cup be held in the right hand, and that 

no more than three cupfuls be accepted. 

The sailors teased me gently – old Ali Hassan berating 

them if he considered they had gone too far. His one eye 

would turn on them fiercely, then dim to gentleness. He 

“i slept wrapped half around 

the helmsman on a shelf”
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Above: Marion 

Kaplan with some of 

Aziz’s crew.

Top: passing round 

the hookah to the 

sound of the radio

spoke little, worked hard, watched over Ahmed Jassim, 

was protective to me and never showed discontent.

Ahmed Jassim, I noted, took no bearings. He navigated 

by keeping a close eye on landmark flares, the patterns of 

the sky and the flow and colour of the water. Our sail 

required little adjustment: one rope eased to starboard,  

a couple hauled in to port, an operation which 

infinitesimally modified the angle of the yard to the tall 

mast and the sail to the wind. 

Crouched on the crossbeam in his enfolding robe like 

some demoniacal black bird, Ahmed Jassim issued orders 

to the sailors at the halyards. A word to the helmsman 

and, after a few tense moments, the manoeuvre would be 

complete and the men relaxed on the piled crates.

Dhow sailing has its own distinctive methodology. A 

dhow cannot safely tack, but must wear round. Only an 

emergency would drive the nakhoda of a dhow to tack. 

The unsupported mast and swinging yard would be in 

jeopardy with the sail aback, and the sail cannot be reefed.

Aziz’s yard was 18m long. Her sail, I was informed, was 

made up of 27 bales of cotton canvas from Qatar. Talking 

about measurements led to more personal statistics.

“He has three wives,” said one of the men, nodding 

towards the handsome nakhoda. It was unlikely that any 

of the sailors would ever be able to afford more than one.

“No, I have two now,” replied Ahmed Jassim. “One in 

Kangoon and one in Qatar where my brother manages 

our business. The first wife I divorced long ago.”

“And how many children do you have?” I asked him. He 

had already told me he was 27 years old. 

“Seven,” he replied. 

Were I a man, a conversation of this nature would have 

been entirely contrary to Muslim custom and courtesy. As 

an outsider and a woman I could converse freely of family 

life in our respective societies and, in particular, about a 

woman’s place. The sailors knew well enough that changes 

were taking place even in the most tradition-bound Arab 

communities. Yet I learned that their faith in the will of 

God is stronger than any superstition.

The men hoisted their lateen sail with the movements 

of centuries before – and, for all I knew, sang the same 

chanteys. Then they switched on a radio. The ship lacked 

navigation instruments and a proper head, much less a 

bathroom. None were needed. Comfort and privacy were 

dispensable; ample food, tea, tobacco and fuel were not.

In the Gulf’s winter sky Orion shone brilliantly, but the 

false sunsets and beacons of flaming gas were brighter stars. 

Abu Dhabi came closer, a forest of oil tanks and towers and 

the inevitable great cargo carriers. It was afternoon when we 

arrived to find space alongside the wharf between two 

dhows – a kotia from India and a sambuk. 

Inching in crabwise under Ahmed Jassim’s 

calm direction, we were tied up in minutes and 

the first part of my voyage was over.

“
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NEW YACHTS
TOBY’S PICK OF THE NEW LAUNCHES AT DÜSSELDORF BOAT SHOW

Italia Yachts 12.98
talia Yachts has a habit of 

producing alluring yachts. The 

design work is done in-house, 

using Matteo Polli for hull lines and, for the 

12.98, Laura Boscolo Meo for the interior. 

The hull shape of the 12.98 looks more 

performance-oriented than previous 

cruising models such as the European 

Yacht of the Year-winning 13.98 we tested 

in 2012. Polli told me that he used lessons 

learned from the 9.98 and you can see 

similarities with the flared aft sections. 

Go below into her three-cabin, 

two-head accommodation and the quality 

of the satin-finished teak interior has an 

immediate impact. Italia Yachts has 

recently opened up a new facility near 

Trieste for fitting out the Venice-built hulls, 

so it will now be able to increase 

production up to around 40 yachts a year. 

The company builds stiff, strong boats 

– the eight-tonne 12.98 has a sandwich-

cored vinylester and E-Glass hull and deck, 

and a carbon structural grid. I predict this 

boat will sail as handsomely as her sisters. 

Price ex VAT €279,000.  

www.italiayachts.it

I
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NEW YACHTS
with toby hodges

Above: a luxurious 

finish, plus this 

well-protected cockpit 

were what impressed 

me most about the 52

The Garcia Exploration 52 could set new 

standards for a go-anywhere production 

yacht. I was expecting the bulletproof 

features – the icebreaker forefoot, the triple 

guardrails, the grabrails throughout, the solid 

pushpit, the hard top canopy, etc – but what 

took me most by surprise was the luxury 

finish down below. 

“The difference is that we didn’t have a 

finish date like Jimmy [Cornell’s] 45,” said 

Garcia Yachting’s managing director Benoit 

Lebizay. Cornell’s original 45ft concept 

launched two years ago and went straight 

into a demanding schedule that included a 

transit of the North West Passage – 

published in the February issue and online. 

“This time we had two years to develop it, 

so I’m happy with the finish,” revealed 

Lebizay. The fittings, teak finish and excellent 

Garcia Exploration 52 lighting throughout help give the yacht a 

premium-quality feel. 

The owner’s cabin is forward, with heads 

in the bow, and the area below the 

decksaloon to starboard makes for an ideal 

pilotberth-cum-kids’ cabin. The forward-

looking pilot station is similar to being at the 

helm of a powerboat. 

On deck you are naturally drawn to the 

forward end of the cockpit and the protection 

offered under that hard top canopy area. “We 

call this the five second reaction watch 

place,” said Lebizay. You can sit here with full 

visibility all around and be in control of the 

sails in minimal time. 

There are reassuringly solid features 

throughout. The 52 can take the ground and 

is designed to sit on her keel alone, although 

the rudders can help support her. 

Price ex VAT €699,000.  

www.garcia-yachting.com

Dehler 42
A glance at these aggressive, yet elegant 

Judel/Vrolijk lines shows how closely the 

new 42 follows Dehler’s cruiser-racer 

tradition. The generous size of her cockpit 

and relatively voluminous interior (for a 

Dehler) may point more to the cruising 

side. Indeed Karl Dehler reckons Dehler 

owners are probably 90 per cent cruisers 

now, but most still like to race occasionally. 

“You can choose with the options which 

side you lean to. I try to persuade clients to 

take a deeper keel with more lead and a 

carbon mast,” he says. A full performance 

spec is available. This Competition version 

is 650kg lighter, with a 2.4m deep keel, 7m2 

more sail area and a composite bowsprit. 

The interior takes the best ideas from 

the 38 and 46, including, for instance, the 

clever swing or ‘uni-door’ that divides aft 

cabin and heads. The build technique looks 

stiff and sound, and includes a vacuum-

infused vinylester hull with carbon inner 

grid that helps absorb rig and keel loads. 

Price ex VAT €169,900. www.dehler.com
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An enormous benefit of a decksaloon yacht 

is that it can feel like the Tardis down below 

and this has never been more apparent than 

on this latest Delphia. 

A two-cabin layout means that an owner 

can happily choose either the fore or aft 

cabin for him/herself and the guests are  

Seascape is an exciting young company 

bristling with new ideas to try to encourage 

more people into our sport. To that end it 

produces fast, sporty boats that are fun for 

leisure sailors. 

The founders are Mini sailors who want to 

bring open-style raceboat performance to all 

– lots of sail area combined with plenty of 

still assured of very comfortable quarters. 

There is also a terrific amount of stowage 

space throughout an interior that is finished 

with modern styling. 

The decksaloon shares a seat with the 

forward-facing pilot station, the backrest of 

which hinges aft for use for navigation or 

forward to help seat up to seven people 

around the table. 

stability. That it has now produced 320 of its 

original Seascape 18 (European Yacht of the 

Year winner in 2010) and 75 of the newer 27 

shows the thirst for this type of fun boat.

This new 24 is a simple, economic, 

inshore, trailable boat that sits between 

Seascape’s two existing models – a larger 

version of the 18, but with four berths. 

Again she is equipped with a square-top 

main, twin rudders, a carbon rig and a 

The longitudinal galley is light and long 

with practical stowage solutions, and there is 

a laundry/utility area located further forward. 

The 46DS uses the old 46CC hull and 

comes with the choice of three different keel 

options. The finish looks respectable for the 

attractive price – one that has little 

competition at this size. 

Price ex VAT €234,000. en.delphiayachts.eu

gennaker handling system for ergonomic 

sailing and handling. 

She has a glassfibre swing keel with a 

60kg lead bulb to boost the high form 

stability of the hull. Yet the Seascape 24 

weighs just 890kg, or less than 1,500kg 

including the trailer.

As Andraž Mihelin, head of design and 

marketing at Seascape points out, there has 

been little development in this sporty 

weekender size range for decades – perhaps 

since the J/24 or J/80. 

The Seascape 24 has a similar sail area to 

the 27 and small winches to help handle the 

generous A-sail. A demo sail is high on my 

wishlist this year! 

Price ex VAT €43,600.  

www.thinkseascape.com 

Above: the 46DS uses 

the capable hull of the 

46CC, but with a more 

practical deck and 

interior layout

Above: Seascape 

combines modern, 

stable, planing hull 

shapes with vast sail 

area for max fun

Above: with her boxy coachroof, the new 24 fits 

functional accommodation for four below  

Above: the decksaloon and large pilot station 

Below:  modern styled comfort in the aft cabin

Delphia 46DS

Seascape 24

NEW YACHTS
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The ep0h is a skiff with stabilisers, or dinghy 

with outriggers. The concept is for an easy- 

learning performance boat for two or three 

people. She’s simple to rig and sail, yet has 

support when heeled to avoid capsizes. 

“In France we have 420s, 470s, 505s, etc, 

and cats. But we didn’t go to skiffs – our 

parent’s generation was put off by them,” 

says ep0h founder Yannick d’Armancourt. 

D’Armancourt, a former windsurfing 

competitor who wanted to keep sailing fast, 

says he planned a deep, comfortable cockpit 

and the stability for all ages to enjoy. “So I 

took the ergonomics of old dinghies and the 

wings of modern skiffs and added stabilisers 

to stop the boat from capsizing.” 

There are two shapes on the floats, a 

planing part and a buoyancy section, which 

helps provide progressive stability. 

“If you sail right the floats don’t touch the 

water,” d’Armancourt explains. “If you don’t 

ease sail fast enough on a skiff you capsize, 

so these help you.”

The builder, epOh, is based near 

Concarneau, a centre of offshore racing 

knowledge. Hulls are vacuum-infused, weight 

is just 160kg and sailplans are generous, so 

Thomas Tison is a French America’s Cup 

designer who thought up this radical 

scow as the most extreme single-handed 

boat available. The North American 

A-SCOWS inspired her design, explains 

Tison, who says: “I wanted to go sailing 

alone and enjoy sailing fast upwind.” 

Aboard the stable 5.1m platform, 

which weighs just 80kg yet has the same 

sail area as a Musto Skiff (11.2m2 main), 

he certainly should be able to do that! 

The TT Scow uses its hiking wings and 

scow shape to create the stability to set 

off this generous sail area. 

He has included some fascinating 

design and build details, including the 

use of 3D-printed parts to save weight.

A track at the mast foot allows the 

two-part, unstayed mast to be canted to 

10°, like a windsurfer mast. This provides 

8kg of lift and helps the rig and hull work 

together, says Tison. 

Interest was high at Düsseldorf, Tison 

says. He estimates it would cost 

€32-37,000 for a production version. 

www.thomastison.com/wordpress/

This boat made her debut a year after the 

launch of her sister, the Solaris 50, one of 

the standout production yachts of recent 

years. She also shares the majority of her 

larger sister’s attractive features – 

including the aggressive hull shape and 

modern bleached interior. 

The layout below is in three cabins, yet 

there remains enough volume in the ends 

for both a sail locker and a tender garage. 

Solaris and Italia Yachts are certainly 

leading the style wars of production yards. 

Price ex VAT €410,000.   

www.solarisyachts.com

Saffier has mastered the elegant daysailer by 

using a mix of classic lines with modern 

performance and technology. We have sailed 

a number of models from this family-run 

IJmuiden-based yard and they consistently 

prove addictive and easy to sail solo. 

This all-new Sc (‘Cruise’) 21-footer 

succeeds the original 6.50, 160 of which were 

sold. She looks more like a compact version 

of the company’s most popular model, the 

seaworthy 26, which won European Yacht of 

the Year in 2008. So she still retains a 

fantastically spacious and deep cockpit for 

up to six, and there is even a vee berth for 

two to sleep below. 

“I’ve been searching and there’s nothing 

on the market like this – with classic lines, 

yet that you can still sleep aboard,” says 

Saffier’s Dennis Hennevanger, who described 

the Sc 6.50 as a “little superyacht”. She 

certainly presents an attractive combination 

of looks and sporty practicality. 

The self-tacking jib, bowsprit prodder and 

efficient deck layout encourage sailing her 

short-handed and there are inboard, electric 

engine or engineless options. 

“It’s not about going fast, it’s about 

enjoying sailing – and that when you return 

to your boat it is a joy to see her again,” says 

Hennevanger. Hear hear!

Price ex VAT €24,800.  

www.saffieryachts.com

these skiffs can plane upwind in 15 knots 

true with two aboard. Both club and racing 

versions are available, which helps make this 

the ideal boat for sailing schools and 

beachclubs. 

And ep0h? “Exponential pleasure and 

zero hassles.” Of course. 

Price inc VAT from €18,650. www.epoh.eu

Above: elegant lines,  

a large cockpit and 

easy handling on this 

‘little superyacht’

Above: the ep0h 

provides skiff-like 

performance, but 

without the fear of 

falling over

Saffier Sc 6.50

ep0h

Solaris 47

The TT Scow
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aymarine claims its new Quantum 

Chirp radome is the lightest and 

most efficient radar in its class. 

Chirp technology is used increasingly by 

marine manufacturers in echo sounders to 

increase target resolution when fishfinding. 

The same benefits are applied to marine 

radar with this, the industry’s first compact 

recreational radome with Chirp pulse 

compression technology. This produces 

sharper, more defined images by sending out 

variable frequencies simultaneously. 

Raymarine’s development is arguably of 

more interest to sailors for its weight-saving 

though. The 18in Quantum weighs around 

50 per cent less than traditional magnetron 

radars. It is also a market leader in terms of 

power consumption and ease of installation.

What’s in the box?
At the launch Raymarine revealed the 

guts inside: a new solid-state circuit board 

compared with the metallic innards of a 

magnetron radar, emphasising the weight 

saving. The Quantum radome weighs 5.6kg.

Although there is still a spinning part 

inside the radome – the circuit board itself 

revolves – it is the information produced to 

send out the radar pulse that has changed. 

The promised range at both ends of the 

scale is another benefit of this technology. 

The Quantum can reveal echoes from just 

18ft up to 24nm away. “It has much better 

close-range resolution, but without the worry 

of big bang echoes,” says Raymarine’s head 

of corporate marketing, Fiona Pankhurst.

Why it makes sense
Integrated wi-fi allows Raymarine’s Quantum 

to network directly to multifunction displays, 

and simplifies installation by eliminating the 

need for additional radar cabling. The cable 

through the mast is just 7mm in diameter. 

Quantum also benefits from safe 

emissions and minimal warm-up time like 

broadband radome types. Pankhurst says 

the benefit over these radars is that the 

Chirp model won’t suffer any interference 

from magnetron radar echoes.

Modern broadband-type radars have a 

reputation for not being as reliable at picking 

up weather and squalls than magnetron 

radars, owing to their lower power output 

– magnetron types have a far larger peak 

output. Raymarine insists this is something it 

has addressed with the Quantum. 

“It is something we spent a lot of time on,” 

says Raymarine’s VP of engineering Gordon 

Pope, “making sure we get the right pulse 

length – as that is something we can vary 

because it’s not continuous – so we can get 

more energy at shorter ranges, for example.”

“It’s not all about the power put out, 

it’s about the fidelity of the signal,” adds 

Raymarine’s head of product management 

Chris Jones. There is a ‘weather mode’, which 

Pope is confident will “provide the level we 

are used to with magnetron types”. You can 

turn this weather mode off if you wish.

Power consumption is a further draw, 

at 30 per cent less than the competition, 

maintains Raymarine, or just half the 

power of a Raymarine magnetron radar 

(17W transmit and 7W standby). This could 

encourage users to keep their radar on 

for longer periods without worrying about 

needing to turn on an engine or genset. 

The size of the radome is still very 

similar to past models, hence its installation 

footprint and price remain the same. 

Raymarine 
Quantum Radar

Below: a look inside 

the case: solid state 

circuit board (top 

right) instead of 

metallic parts  

What is it? A revolutionary new radar that uses Chirp technology 

for a lighter, simpler radar with better range. www.raymarine.com

£1,495
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Below: the weight of the 

Quantum radar with its cable is 

just 6.4kg – less than half that of 

Raymarine’s 13kg HD model 
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Ocean Safety Elite Drysuit
Billed as the ultimate offshore drysuit, this new 

breathable suit is designed for constant wear in 

the harshest sailing conditions. It features an oral 

tube that provides the wearer with the option of 

extra buoyancy and warmth when in the water. 

Features include a detachable fl eece collar, a hood 

with spray protector and hand-warmer pockets. 

The suit was given the ultimate test during the 

Volvo Ocean Race, which explains Ocean Safety’s 

confi dence in issuing a three-year watertight warranty. 

“We believe we have developed the optimum solution 

for the offshore and ocean-going yachtsman,” says 

Ocean Safety’s sales director Charlie Mill. 

Price £799. www.oceansafety.com

Michelin star boot
French sailing welly specialist Le Chameau 

has teamed up with tyremaker Michelin to 

produce a well-made, lower-cost boot. The 

Alizé is half the price of the original Neptune 

that the company is best known for, yet still 

has the trademark red drawstring gaiters. 

Each pair of Le Chameau boots is 

‘hand-crafted by an individual master 

bootmaker,’ says the company. Add to that 

the knowledge that the soles of the Alizé  are 

developed with Formula 1 tyremaker Michelin 

– with a dual-tread design to prevent slipping 

in any direction – and these Alizé have kudos 

to boot. Price £150. www.lechameau.com

Blackout Mosquito Net
Sailors need breeze to help them sleep in the 

tropics. An open hatch can mean an early 

wake-up, however, and invites the dreaded buzz 

and bite of the unwelcome mosquito. 

The popular, albeit costly, option is 

permanent dual blinds made by OceanAir and 

others, but I was drawn to this budget, 

temporary-fi t version from Waterline Design as a 

simple solution that is easy to fi t in a twist-and-

fold fashion. 

The combined blackout blind and mosquito 

net includes silver material to refl ect heat. 

Weighted rims and a suction cup make it easy to 

fi t to a portlight or hatch. It takes seconds to 

install, weighs very little and folds to store easily.

Price €25 for single, €35 combined. 

www.waterlinedesign.se
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Free Wheeling
This Australian innovation 

blends rowing and power to produce a 

clever lightweight solution for your 

tender. It uses a 3:1 gear ratio contained 

in the collar by the handle, driving a 

glass-fi lled Nylon, high-pitch propeller to 

provide a smooth, silent and fuel-less 

means of propulsion. An adjustable turning 

spigot on the G-Clamp provides directional control. 

“I looked at a pair of oars and thought ‘that looks like hard work’,” 

Free Wheeling’s inventor Ron Marks told me. During its three-day 

debut at METS in November Marks said he took orders for 38,000 

Free Wheeling units. Time to ditch the outboard, oars or both?

Price £125. www.thewetworks.co.uk

Kara touch-table
This touchscreen chart table 

can integrate saloon table, 

electronic systems, nav displays 

and home entertainment into one 

adjustable height touch-table. 

“It is not the screen that is 

touchable, but the infrared,” says 

Kara director Ivain Bignonet, who 

demonstrated it to me – “so you can use 

it with gloves or wet fi ngers.” Kara is also 

waterproof and uses 8mm security glass. 

Multiple users can work on different apps simultaneously. 

“Everything you can do at a chart table you can do on this, including 

connecting to the boat’s displays and systems.” 

Kara swivels and locks like a table, but might be too power- 

thirsty for some at up to 60W. Price €15,000 for 42in screen, 

table and two PCs. www.kara.technology 

Rokk Mini range
Scanstrut has released a new range of 

compact, multi-adjustable mounting systems 

for phones, tablets, handhelds and action 

cameras. The Mini range uses one-click 

release mechanisms that can be surface 

or rail-mounted and stuck, screwed or cable-

tied down. 

Combined with Scanstrut’s waterproof 

cases, iPhone chargers and new dual USB 

charge sockets then, these mounts help 

provide a full and robust solution to using 

phones and tablets around the cockpit. 

Price body £29.99, bases from £9.99. 

www.scanstrut.com



ame Ellen MacArthur made 

headlines recently by quoting 

memorable statistics that included: 

“One refuse truck’s worth of plastic is 

dumped into the sea every minute”, which 

will result in there “being more plastic than 

fish in the sea by 2050”.

The problem of ocean pollution is already 

at a scale that is so hard to comprehend it 

can be daunting for people even to know 

where to start trying to help. 

Perhaps automated ‘hoovers’ installed in 

the marinas where much of the plastic we 

insist on crippling our seas with originates, 

make a logical place to start to tackle this 

global problem. ‘Clean up the oceans, one 

marina at a time’ is Seabin’s slogan.

The Seabin Project is the brainchild of two 

Australian sailors and surfers. It’s basically a 

floating dustbin that collects rubbish, oil, fuel 

and detergents 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week. Designed for marinas, ports and yacht 

clubs initially – controlled environments 

without swell – one Seabin can pick up half a 

tonne of rubbish annually. 

How it works
Seabin uses a dock-based water pump to 

create water flow, working like a fish tank 

aerator by pumping air to suck floating 

rubbish into the natural fibre mesh bag. The 

water can also be pumped through an oil/

water separator to catch and filter out fuel, 

oil and detergents in the water. 

The catch bag needs to be changed once 

every day or two, however the founders claim 

never to have caught a fish or marine animal 

in four years of product testing. 

The Palma-based Aussies Andrew Turton 

and Pete Ceglinski developed a prototype 

before seeking crowdfunding in November. 

By January they had exceeded their target. 

“We have a great facility set up at The Sea 

[in Palma] where we make nearly everything 

ourselves,” they said. “But for the first run of 

the Seabins we will need to outsource some 

components.” 

“We are now in talks with a manufacturer/

distributor,” Ceglinski told me following the 

crowdfunding success. “We hope to have the 

agreement signed by the end of next week. 

Then we will start the production phase.”

  

Spreading the word
Seabin is in negotiation with a European-

based manufacturer for manufacturing and 

distribution. During the crowdfunding 

campaign the unit price was listed at 

US$3,825, but product details and final 

pricing will not be confirmed until June/July. 

Perhaps more importantly the company 

is rapidly growing worldwide support. Its 

Facebook page already has 85,000 followers 

and its promo videos have been viewed over 

120 million times. 

One of the biggest goals of Turton and 

Ceglinski is to raise awareness about plastic 

in the ocean and how to create cleaner 

oceans. It’s about educating “people and 

cultures about being more responsible with 

the use and disposal of plastics”.

Studies have estimated there are now five 

trillion pieces of plastic in the world’s oceans, 

and 30 per cent of marine fish are 

considered to have plastic in their stomachs. 

No sailor can do too much to help.

Time to speak to your yacht club?

D

The Seabin Project

Left: Aussie sailors 

Andrew Turton and 

Pete Ceglinski show 

off their Seabin, which 

‘hoovers’ up rubbish 

in marinas and ports  

For more info www.

seabinproject.com

Water pump

Water flows into the bin. 
Rubbish goes in with 
the water

We catch 
the rubbish 
in the bin

Water then goes out 
the bottom of the bin

Water goes up into the 
pump on the deck

Flows out of 
the pump

Back into the water

Oil

Water
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TESTED OUR PANEL PUTS THE LATEST PRODUCTS THROUGH THEIR PACES

Who’s it for? Those venturing longer distances who want 

a back-up power supply.

www.solartechnology.co.uk

£179.99

n the face of it this is a great 

back-up system – a 10ah lithium 

battery pack/connection hub 

with ‘intelligent charge electronics’, plus a 

20W solar panel and two bright LED 

lanterns. 

The hub has outputs for the two lights, 

a pair of high-power 2amp USB sockets 

and a 3amp 12V cigar-type power outlet. 

As such it has the potential to be an 

extremely useful back-up power supply for 

yachts undertaking long passages. 

Although there’s no chance of it 

powering the fridge, watermaker or TV 

screens, it has suffi cient capacity to 

charge essential equipment, including a 

handheld satellite phone, VHF and GPS, 

along with a tablet with a chart plotter app 

and LED navigation lights. 

Granted, there may not be suffi cient 

power to keep each of these, other than 

the communication devices, running 24/7 

but that’s not really necessary until the 

fi nal approach to land – and provided the 

devices are charged in advance that 

should not prove to be a problem.

On the downside, the hardware is 

clearly designed primarily for spending 

time off grid while on land. It’s therefore 

disappointingly heavy and bulky, 

especially in the supplied packaging, and 

is not waterproof. It would have scored an 

extra point had the design been more 

compatible with stowage and use on board 

a yacht. 

Nevertheless, the HUBi is certainly a 

back-up that would be invaluable to have 

in the event of a failure of the boat’s main 

power systems, either because of a 

system failure, or a more serious incident 

that disables the vessel in a more 

comprehensive manner.

It’s only designed to deliver a total 

current of 3.5 amps and will shut down if 

this is exceeded and is not intended to be 

capable of powering an inverter, even for a 

very short period. If necessary, a number 

of HUBi units can be connected 

together to create a more 

powerful emergency power 

source. RH

Left: the HUBi can act as a useful 

back-up power supply that will keep 

essential handheld navigation and 

communication devices charged, but 

is not designed specifi cally for the 

marine environment

Below: the unit has suffi cient power 

to charge your tablet and phone, but 

not the fridge or watermaker

HUBi Solar Hub 10k

O
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Cut the fat to bare operating efficiency – 

that’s the motto of today, in business, 

lifestyle or sport. We are all increasingly 

overworked and need to streamline wherever 

possible. The same applies to our sailing 

gear. The majority of us can’t afford different 

garments to suit the seasons. 

So what if you would like one waterproof 

jacket for the majority of 

occasions? Surely it would 

be too cold in the winter or 

too hot in the summer? 

That’s where skiing and 

temperature control 

technology may be able 

to help. Helly Hansen’s 

H2Flow combines an 

insulation layer, an 

airflow venting 

system, and a 

protective 

waterproof 

breathable barrier 

into its jackets. 

It sounds like 

marketing hype, 

but having used 

the jacket consistently for nearly two years 

now, I can testify to its performance. 

It is the only jacket I have worn 

throughout both summer and winter. “The 

jacket is 20 per cent more efficient at 

regulating body temperature than standard 

sailing jackets,” says Helly Hansen. 

Inside the waterproof, windproof and 

breathable jacket is a mesh liner which has 

2in wide vertical ‘stringers’ running down it 

that serve to insulate and help maintain 

airflow inside the jacket. These also make it 

extremely comfortable. 

The one slight downside is that it is a 

comparatively bulky garment compared with  

today’s minimalist offerings, but it remains 

stylish and attracts compliments. 

The jacket is waterproof, but not one for 

full green water dousings. Features  

I particularly like are the peaked hood, 

comfortable fleece collar and 

internal pocket.  TH

Today’s streamlined and efficient deck layouts use 

purchase systems led to cam cleats for a number 

of functions that a decade ago would have been 

more likely to be led to a bank of clutches. 

This product takes the concept of a cam cleat 

and re-engineers it to maximise holding capacity 

on lines of 6-10mm in diameter. 

The closed aluminium structure is designed to 

protect the working parts from impact damage, 

while also providing additional strength – the safe 

working load is 250kg (or 310kg if the optional 

fairlead is fitted). 

A new design for the aluminium jaws provides 

good grip, even at high loads, while the cams 

benefit from both ball bearings and a strong spring

that holds them firmly against the line. 

 

      We used it for the purchase system of towable 

headsail sheet cars on a 36ft racer-cruiser. The 

jaws have a positive action, giving what appeared 

to be excellent grip on the line, making it easy to 

secure or release when under load. 

The SWL ratings give ample 

headroom to accommodate shock 

loads on a line that needs to be 

adjusted by hand. RH

These neat and compact aluminium, low-friction, sheaveless 

blocks have a multitude of uses. The smallest, weighing just 

2g, will take lines of up to 5mm and has a breaking load of 

350kg, making it ideal for applications such as lazyjacks or 

simple lashings on many yachts. 

The XL size block will take lines of up to 10mm, weighs 

12g and has a 1,000kg breaking load, opening up a much 

wider variety of applications, including purchase systems 

or hoists for outboards and passerelles. Alternatively, in the 

dinghy and keelboat world, they can be used with tweakers, 

vang systems and barber haulers.

We used the smaller Shock Blocks in the vang system of 

a one-design keelboat. This proved to be a neat, streamlined 

and lightweight alternative to a traditional block, and there 

was no discernible increase in friction. RH

Who’s it for? The ultimate versatile jacket, 

on board or ashore, multi-season for male or 

female sailors. 

www.hellyhansen.com

Who’s it for? A myriad uses on all boat types, these are light 

and inexpensive enough to buy in bulk and keep as spares. 

www.sailtek.org.uk

Who’s it for? Those updating deck layouts, or 

replacing lines handled by clutches, with more 

easily controlled purchase systems.

www.karver-systems.com  

www.allspars.co.uk

Helly Hansen Crew 
H2Flow Jacket

Ronstan Shock Block

Karver KJ3 Cam cleat
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ifferent strategies for keeping a 

catamaran safe from the risk of 

capsize have been discussed in  

other features in this series, but we do need  

to look more closely at this particular 

‘elephant in the room’.

The first thing to say is that as a general 

rule floating home-type catamarans are, in 

principle, less likely to be at risk than those 

designed with performance in mind.

That said, before making such a sweeping 

statement it’s important to mention that the 

level of risk involved is much more about the 

skill and experience of the skipper than about 

the qualities of the boat on which he or she 

goes to sea.

One name stands out when you think of 

multihull design: the British designer Nigel 

Irens. His career began when he studied 

Boatyard Management at what is now 

Solent University before opening a sailing 

school in Bristol and later moving to a 

multihull yard. He and a friend, Mark Pridie, 

won their class in the 1978 Round Britain 

race in a salvaged Dick Newick-designed 

31-footer. Later, in 1985, he won the Round 

Britain Race with Tony Bullimore, with 

whom he was jointly awarded Yachtsman of the Year.

His first major design success came in 1984 when his 80ft LOA 

catamaran Formule Tag set a new 24-hour run, clocking 518 miles. 

During the 1990s it was his designs that were dominant on the 

racecourse: Mike Birch’s Fujicolour, Philippe Poupon’s Fleury Michon 

VIII, Tony Bullimore’s Apricot. Most famous of all was Ellen 

MacArthur’s  75ft trimaran B&Q, which beat the solo round the world 

record in 2005.

His designs have included cruising and racing boats, powerboats 

and monohulls, but it is multis he is best known for.

SERIES AUTHOR

NIGEL IRENS

SHOULD THE 
WORST 
HAPPEN
CAPSIZE IS VERY UNLIKELY IN MOST MODERN 

CATAMARANS, BUT IT IS AS WELL TO BE 

PREPARED, SAYS NIGEL IRENS

Over the years buyers of catamarans have 

tended to go more and more for the model 

with enhanced accommodation space (and de 

facto diminished performance). The bottom 

line is that in sailing on most ‘charter spec’ 

catamarans you’d have to be trying hard to 

win a bet to bring about a capsize.  

Building catamarans down to a budget 

often seems to result in under-sizing of deck 

gear so that powering up the rig is not really 

possible. This really is not intended as a 

criticism – just a reflection on the real-life 

economics of this market.

If these factors combine make such a 

catamaran very hard to capsize then this 

could surely be perceived as a positive result.

An instructional 8-part series in partnership with Pantaenius

CATAMARAN
SAILING
TECHNIQUES

PART 7
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Capsize
Once the discussion turns from the prevention 

of capsize to the reality of it information and 

advice is not readily available. There are two 

different areas that need to be addressed. 

The first is about actually surviving the 

incident in the short term. The second 

assumes you have managed to do that and is 

about surviving life on an upturned boat while 

summoning some help as soon as possible. 

Rule one is that if you are on the inside of 

the boat you should immediately get away 

from the bridgedeck and head for one or other 

of the hulls as fast as possible. That’s easier 

said than done because you’ll be disorientated 

– especially if it’s dark outside and any lights 

inside won’t last long. 

At the very least if sailing in challenging 

conditions (especially on a performance boat) 

it makes sense to bed down between watches 

in a hull rather than in the central saloon.

The reasoning is that the boat is unlikely to 

be supported by the roof for very long when 

inverted and as she settles down in the water 

the bridgedeck will soon be close to the water, 

making an exit attempt risky – especially if 

there are warps washing around the cockpit. 

Stay below if possible 

As the hulls themselves are by definition 

watertight the boat will be buoyant enough to 

at yachtingworld.

com/cat7

Watch the video

Above: it’s a rare 

occurence, but it does 

happen – the custom 

catamaran Scott 

Bader capsized in 

strong winds during 

the 2011 Round the 

Island Race
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Come what may!

float with (at worst) the threshold of the 

companionways into the hulls at the surface. 

It’s important not to rush for the escape 

hatch (fitted to the inboard side of each hull) 

because, although it provides a useful source 

of light, opening it will let some of the air that’s 

supporting the boat out of the hull, causing it 

to float lower in the water. 

It is probably best to wait and take stock of 

the situation – together with anyone else who 

is in the same hull – and maybe wait for 

daylight if the capsize has happened at night. 

Try to find out if others are outside – or 

perhaps in the other hull.  

If, on balance, the decision is taken to leave 

the hull then it is important to make a plan ❯
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that results in the hatch being open for as 

short a time as possible.

Clearly if the level of seawater inside the 

hull is high it is not going to provide a suitable 

environment for survival while waiting for 

assistance, so exit is the only option. If on the 

other hand it is only knee deep then the hull 

may be the place to stay.

Once again good planning for the worst 

before going to sea is the way to go and there 

is plenty of information available about that.

Discussion and planning
As part of the preparation for these dire 

circumstances it is important to have had a 

frank discussion about this whole scenario 

with the supplier of the boat. Has anyone ever 

capsized this particular design before, and 

what was learned from that? 

Comparing the relative dangers of being at 

sea in a catamaran that could capsize with 

those of being in a monohull that could sink 

has always been a source of lively debate. 

The truth is that there are now (and there 

have always been) risks in going to sea in any 

vessel. Our best hope in minimising that risk is 

to face the subject full-on and become as well 

informed as possible.

Man overboard 

While discussing safety issues in the context 

of catamaran sailing we should take a brief 

look at that other seafarer’s nightmare – 

losing a man overboard.  

Come what may!

Our eight-part Catamaran Sailing Skills 

series by Nigel Irens, in partnership 

with Pantaenius, is essential reading 

for anyone considering a catamaran 

after being more familiar with handling 

a monohull. Each part is accompanied 

by a free video which you can find on 

our website www.yachtingworld.com 

1 From mono to multi

 October 2015

2 Handling under power

 November 2015

3 Anchoring/picking up a mooring

 December 2015

4 Cruising upwind under sail

 January 2016 

5 Cruising downwind under sail

 February 2016

6 Coping with heavy weather

 March 2016

7 Safety and man overboard

 April 2016

8 The future of catamaran cruising 

 May 2016

This series follows on from three 

previous successful multimedia series 

we have done in partnership with 

marine insurance company Pantaenius: 

the Sail Faster, Sail Safer series with solo 

sailor Pip Hare; Skip Novak’s Storm 

Sailing Techniques and our recently 

completed Bluewater Sailing 

Techniques with long-distance cruiser 

Dan Bower. 

Videos for all these series are online 

at www.yachtingworld.com and on 

Yachting World’s YouTube channel.

Next month

Do’s and don’ts

Do take positive action to wise up on the risk of capsize on the 

catamaran you sail. Asking difficult questions of boat suppliers 

and collecting opinions from other owners are all valid.

Do develop some kind of basic plan for the worst case – such as 

impressing on crew that if below in high-risk conditions then being 

in the hulls is much safer than being on the bridgedeck.

In the case of a man overboard do always make the pick-up from 

a position downwind of the casualty.

Don’t take the word of some designer who’s never capsized as 

gospel – ferret around online and find out what conclusions 

people who have actually been there have drawn from their 

experience.

Don’t risk sailing in bad weather until you have plenty of 

experience with the boat in more moderate conditions.

Don’t even think of steering by autopilot when in potentially 

dangerous conditions. Many accounts of capsize reveal that there 

was no one on the helm at the critical moment.

Don’t make a meal of all this. Capsize is very unlikely in most 

cruising catamarans, but it does happen occasionally so, as with 

most seamanship issues, the smart move is to be on top of the 

subject and prepared for the worst.

A special thanks to The Moorings, which 

supplied a 4800 cat out of their base in 

Tortola, BVI. www.moorings.com

PART 8

The future of catamaran 
cruising

All the normal recovery procedures apply 

to a catamaran with regard to the all-

important location of the casualty, but there 

are some important differences in the way the 

approach is made for the recovery.  

Because of the high windage of a 

catamaran and relatively small amount of 

lateral resistance under the water you can 

assume that, as you slow the boat down to 

attempt the pick-up, you’ll make a huge 

amount of leeway. As a result if you approach 

to windward of the casualty there is a real 

danger that the casualty’s legs will be carried 

under the leeward hull – with a real risk of 

serious injury from the propeller.

To be absolutely safe from this peril just 

keep to leeward of the casualty. Of course this 

means that, despite you best efforts, you 

could pass too far to leeward and won’t be 

able to get a line to them.  

A good way to avoid this problem is to 

motor at maybe two to three knots across the 

wind trailing a long line behind the boat (from 

the leeward stern). You should aim to pass at 

least 10m to windward of the casualty – which 

should be easy to judge because you have 

enough speed to have good steerage way. 

Because the casualty will need to hang 

onto this line it should be easy in the hands –  

a 14-16mm 8 plait nylon mooring line or similar 

would be ideal.

When the casualty is directly to leeward of 

you turn sharply downwind, making a 180° 

turn that leaves you passing safely to leeward. 

Slow down at this point, being careful not 

actually to go astern and risk getting the line 

around the leeward propeller.  

If all goes well the bight of the rope will now 

be encircling the casualty and at some point 

he or she will be able to grab hold of it. 

Recovery
From now on you shouldn’t need to engage 

the drive to either propeller. Keep the helm to 

leeward and the boat should lie with the wind 

somewhere on the quarter. If you’re moving 

too fast – making things difficult for the 

casualty – you could transfer the line to the 

bow so that the drag of towing will tend to 

make the boat round up somewhat – you 

should be able to control the angle at which 

the boat lies to the wind by moving the 

attachment point of the rescue line to 

different points along the sheer.

If all goes according to plan you should be 

able to haul the casualty in to the windward 

quarter of the boat, where they can use the 

emergency boarding ladder. 

If they are not up to that then it should be 

possible to pass them another rope with a 

bight in the end of it big enough for them to 

pass it over their shoulders and under their 

arms so that they can be hauled aboard.

CATAMARAN
SAILING
TECHNIQUES

PART 7: SHOULD THE WORST HAPPEN
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THIS MONTH  REINVENTING BARBADOS • MACIF • SHORT-HANDED: NAVIGATION • WEATHER: WIND/TEMPERATURE 

SPECIAL REPORT
SARAH NORBURY  THE REINVENTION OF BARBADOS
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arbados is one of the most popular tropical 

islands on the planet, especially with 

Britons, who flock to its pristine sandy 

beaches to relax and enjoy the hot Caribbean sun. 

This year is the 50th anniversary of its 

independence from British rule, but the island is 

sometimes still called Little England. 

Prosperous, with low crime, it’s a gentle 

introduction to the West Indies. For sailors the living 

is easy. Fresh fruit and veg cost very little in the 

colourful markets and the street food loved by locals 

is fresh and filling. There are 1,200 ‘rum shops’ 

(small bars) and the people are famously friendly. 

Lying 98 miles east of the Caribbean chain, this 

is the nearest landfall for yachts crossing the 

Atlantic from the Canaries or Cape Verdes. Why, 

then, do many yachts swerve past beautiful 

Barbados and head for Saint Lucia, Antigua or 

Grenada instead?

The simple answer is that yacht crews who would 

previously have been content to lie at anchor started 

to seek marinas where they could plug in electrical 

devices, walk ashore to showers and shops, and rest 

at night untroubled by the Atlantic swell. 

Other islands were quick to respond by installing 

pontoons and moorings, leaving Barbados behind. 

As far back as 1989 Jimmy Cornell cited lack of 

yacht facilities when he moved the ARC rally finish 

away from Barbados, a bitter blow for the island and 

a boost for the new venue, Saint Lucia.

Something must be done
The government and yachting community, 

remembering the days when hundreds of visiting 

yachts dotted Carlisle Bay, the island’s main 

anchorage, knew that something had to be done. 

Inspired into action, their aim is nothing less than to 

reinstate Barbados as the Caribbean’s most popular 

first port of call.

Eager to get the message out to yachtsmen, the 

tourism authority invited us to look at the work in 

progress. They’re not hanging about. Building is in full 

swing at the Shallow Draught dock on the outskirts of 

the capital, Bridgetown, where there will soon be 40 

fully serviced yacht berths. The dock might be 

renamed to avoid confusion as it is only shallow for 

ships – in yacht terms it’s plenty deep enough.

The Shallow Draught will also be home to a brand 

new Customs and Immigration building especially 

for yachts, proof that the government has taken 

heed of a major gripe. The current situation where 

yachts have to negotiate Bridgetown’s huge 

cruise-ship port to find Customs and Immigration, 

PRACTICAL
Ia

n
 D

a
g

n
a

ll/
A

la
m

y



Left: the beaches are 

beautiful, the living 

easy, so why doesn’t 

everyone stop in 

Barbados?

Right: the Careenage 

in Bridgetown’s inner 

basin has been 

upgraded with 50 

stern-to moorings

Right: Cuzz’s just 

outside the Cruising 

Club is famous for its 

‘fish cutters’, fried 

marlin with lime and 

spices in a bun.

Far right: a family in a 

Bavaria 44 lying stern-

to at the Careenage

Above: rum shops and cafés abound in Bridgetown, the 

island’s lively capital
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then struggle to moor on a ship-size dock and visit 

multiple offices filling in similar paperwork will soon 

be a thing of the past.

Work began in 2013 to upgrade the inner basin, 

known as the Careenage, in the picturesque centre 

of Bridgetown beyond a lifting bridge. Now it’s 

finished, the 50 stern-to moorings all have water 

and electricity. Surrounded by the sounds of the city 

– which in Barbados includes whistling tree-frogs – 

it’s a great base for forays out to food markets, 

restaurants and the beach. 

I spotted a British-flagged Bavaria 44 and got 

chatting with the Thornton family who had arrived 

from the Cape Verdes a couple of weeks previously. 

It was their first time in the Caribbean and they had 

already fallen in love with Barbados and its people. 

They were enjoying the atmosphere of the capital 

with its quaint waterside cafés, big sportsfishing 

boats showing off their spoils, and the historic 

Garrison area and Screwdock, which are a UNESCO 

world heritage site. 

Somewhat inconveniently, there’s a minimum 

stay of three nights at the Careenage, and you have ❯

2016 IS THE 

50TH
ANNIVERSARY

OF  BARBADOS’S 
INDEPENDENCE

to give five or six hours’ notice to get the bridge 

lifted. If you want to transit at the weekend you need 

to call or email the office on Friday. This is something 

the authorities may feel the need to address. In the 

meantime Tonya Seale-John who oversees the 

Careenage is keen to spread the word that the new 

berths are ready and waiting for visiting yachts. 

Private ports
So Barbados can now boast 90 public berths, many 

of them available for visitors. In addition there are 

two private marina/residential developments about 

14 miles north of Bridgetown. At brand new Port 

Ferdinand the 126 berths are mostly allocated to the 

luxurious apartments that rise imposingly beside 

the dock. Its restaurant 13°/59° is one of the best on 

the island. While I was there a number of large 

yachts were anchored off, their owners coming in for 

cocktails at the Quarterdeck Bar beside the 

opulently appointed pool.

Port St Charles is the island’s other port of entry, 

with fuel and docking. Berths tend to be taken by 

superyachts while smaller boats anchor in the bay. 
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Left: the anchorage in Carlisle Bay, near Bridgetown is 

hard to beat as a first taste of the Caribbean. 

Above: the Barbados Yacht Club is based here and is 

extremely helpful to visiting yachtsmen

Above: sponsored by the tourism authority, the MOD70 

Ms Barbados won the Mount Gay Round Barbados race

  P
e

te
r 

M
a

rs
h

a
ll

PRACTICAL

There’s a dinghy dock giving easy access to a 

bar-restaurant that’s a popular for sundowners.

If you’re prepared to anchor
The island’s main anchorage is Carlisle Bay near 

Bridgetown. As a first taste of the Caribbean this 

stopover is hard to beat. Imagine dropping the hook 

in crystal clear water in a turquoise bay teeming 

with turtles and tropical fish. Some early mornings 

you’ll even see racehorses being exercised in the 

sea. Take the tender and pull it up on the hot white 

sand of Browne’s Beach and sip rum punch in a 

rickety bar under the cool of a palm tree. 

The boatyard mentioned in older guides is now  

a beach resort that charges for landings by tender, 

redeemable against food and drink. But from your 

spot in Carlisle Bay the Careenage is not far and it’s 

free to leave the dinghy while you shop. 

The island’s two yacht clubs are both on the bay. 

Barbados Yacht Club offers a week’s free 

membership to crew from any sailing club in the 

world, giving access to its grand Colonial 

clubhouse. Staff and members go out of their way 

to help, advising on how to get jobs done and 

providing poste restante for spare parts. There’s a 

beach bar and restaurant, showers, and you can fill 

up with water using the club’s shore-to-boat hose.

The Barbados Cruising Club, almost next door, 

is a down-to-earth place where everyone is 

welcome. Adults and youngsters mess around on 

kayaks and paddle-boards. Visitors can eat and 

drink there, and if you take overseas membership, 

around £50 a year, you can use the showers and 

sailing dinghies. The club hopes to offer moorings 

and a dinghy dock in the future. 

Regattas and races
Besides new infrastructure and a friendly welcome, 

the island is focusing on hosting regattas and world 

championships. Peter Gilkes, one of the prime 

movers in the initiative, explained that international 

I flew, almost literally, at over 30 knots on Ms 

Barbados, one of the fastest boats in the world, 

the warm spray hitting my face like bullets as we 

powered up and down the west coast, crew 

constantly trimming for speed. 

More boats to Barbados
Between gusts her owner Tony Lawson, a British 

construction magnate with long-time links to the 

island, told me: “We’re neck and neck with Phaedo 

after four epics including the Fastnet and RORC 

Transatlantic, but the Round Barbados was the 

one I was desperate to win. We want to bring more 

boats to Barbados, it’s perfect for sailing, the sun’s 

hot, the beer’s cold and the wind always blows.”

It seems Jimmy Cornell would agree. More 

than 20 years after he took the ARC away from 

Barbados, the improved facilities have passed 

muster and last December he brought his Atlantic 

Odyssey rally to a finish in Barbados. Four Cornell 

rallies will culminate there in the 2016/17 season, 

including the Barbados 50 Odyssey set to be a 

highlight of the 50th Anniversary year, bringing 50 

yachts from London and Lanzarote to the island in 

time for the big day on 30 November.

It should be quite a party!
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 “It’s perfect for sailing, the sun’s hot, the beer’s 

cold and the wind always blows”

Sarah Norbury was editor of 

Yachting Monthly and Practical 

Boat Owner magazines and now 

travels to sailing destinations near 

and far in her work as a freelance 

writer and photographer. She 

cruises in a Starlight 39 based in South Brittany and 

races dinghies at her local sailing club on The Solent

events bring new sailors as well as raising the 

country’s profile in the press. 

The Mount Gay Round Barbados Race Series is 

going from strength to strength. In January the 

tourism authority-sponsored trimaran Ms Barbados 

thrilled spectators when she beat fellow MOD70 

Phaedo in a record-breaking duel round the island. 

In March more than 100 GP14 dinghies will arrive 

for their world championship and next year the 

Yacht Club will host the huge Finn Masters event. 

And there’s more. A big marina development in 

the pipeline could bring 120 more berths into 

central Bridgetown. 

I noted huge enthusiasm among the island’s 

sailors to encourage more visiting yachts. Marine 

surveyor Martin Smyth of Crawford & Massiah 

Associates says that Barbados has an excellent 

record of being missed by hurricanes, and if the 

country had more hard standing it could rival other 

islands that do a roaring trade in haul-out and 

storage during the hurricane season. 

Sailing in the warm waters of Barbados in a 

constant strong breeze is an experience everyone 

should try if they have the opportunity. In January  

4
 JIMMY CORNELL 

RALLIES WILL 

FINISH THERE IN 

2016/17
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EXTRAORDINARY BOATS
JAMES BOYD  EXAMINES THE ‘ULTIME’ MACIF

W
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An Ultime boat for the ultimate solo round the world 

race, the new MACIF for François Gabart is the fi rst 

of a new generation of 100ft trimarans

sail from Brest in 2019. Yes, for better or worse, there 

is to be a multihull version of the Vendée Globe. 

Although boats such as the 2007 Irens-Cabaret 

designs, Francis Joyon’s 97ft IDEC and Thomas 

Coville’s 105ft Sodebo, were a fi rst stab at such a 

thing, the concept of a 100ft multihull class was 

properly established when Franck Cammas won the 

2010 Route du Rhum. This proved that a skipper 

could be competitive single-handed on a substantially 

more powerful boat, in Cammas’s case the 103ft x 

70ft 6in VPLP-designed trimaran Groupama 3.

With the announcement of the new race, boats 

are now being built especially for it. The fi rst of these 

was launched last year: the latest MACIF for 2012-13 

Vendée Globe winner François Gabart.

The original Sodebo and IDEC trimarans were 

effectively elongated ORMA 60s, a development of 

Ellen MacArthur’s B&Q trimaran, with substantial 

buoyancy forward to prevent pitchpoling. But the 

new-generation boats have more sail area and, being 

wider and heavier, have more righting moment. 

For example, while the original Irens-Cabaret 

Sodebo was the same length as MACIF, she was 54ft 

wide, displaced 11 tonnes with upwind/downwind 

sail area of 350/520m2. MACIF is 69ft across, weighs 

14.5 tonnes and has sail areas of 430/650m2. 

Apart from the added grunt, all these boats are 

similar conceptually, with three hulls joined laterally 

by two crossbeams. Some, like MACIF, have a 

substantial extra semi-circular beam for the 

mainsheet track, which doubles as the after end of 

the elliptically shaped cockpit. 

ith the ORMA 60 and MOD70 trimaran 

classes successfully killed off, you would 

have thought that French multihull sailors 

might do the sensible thing and consolidate their 

efforts in a class that was smaller and cheaper. Not 

a chance of it. 

Instead, a new breed of 100ft trimarans is in the 

pipeline, due to compete in the ultimate single-

handed non-stop round the world race scheduled to 
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LOA 30.0m 98ft 5in

Beam 21.0m 68ft 11in

Draught 4.50m 14ft 9in

Displacement 14,500kg 31,967lb

Mast height 35.0m 114ft 9in

Sail area:

  upwind 430m2 4,628ft2

  downwind 650m2 6,996ft2

Designed by  VPLP

Built by Multiplast/CDK Technologies

Foils Florian Madec Composite, 

 Ravussin Concept

 and C3 Technologies

Mast Lorima

Sails North France

SOLO NON-STOP MULTIHULL ROUND 

THE WORLD RACE

❯

Above: a pedestal is vital to provide enough 

horsepower to handle the giant sails, although life is 

made substantially easier thanks to the use of lighter 

weight sail fabrics such as North Sails’ carbon 3Di 

Above: the latest 

development with 

MACIF is the 

positioning of her 

main quarters ‘on 

deck’, abaft the pit.  

Right: the new 

Ultime is capable of 

20+ knots upwind 

and 40+ knots off 

the wind  

When? 2019, starting Brest, France.

Who is behind it? An idea by the teams from Banque 

Populaire, MACIF and Sodebo.

Who could race? The above plus Yves le Blevec’s 

Actual, possibly Francis Joyon on IDEC Sport and 

whoever buys the ex-IDEC from Guo Chuan.  

{ }
BOAT SPEED TARGETS 

10 knots true

Upwind: 16 @ 50°

Downwind: 18 @ 135°

20 knots true 

Upwind: 25 @ 50°

Downwind: 39 @ 145°



PRACTICAL
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All the boats have giant rotating wingmasts that 

can be canted to weather with the aim of 

presenting the maximum sail area to the wind, 

while also alleviating downward force on the 

leeward float – typically a contributing factor to a 

trimaran pitchpoling. To prevent this effect still 

further, a retractable foil is fitted in each float. This 

is deployed to leeward.

Where the boats continue to develop is in their 

drive to move the centre of effort ever further aft. 

ORMA 60s typically had their mast stepped on or 

around the forward crossbeam, but on MACIF the 

mast is stepped nearer the aft crossbeam than the 

forward beam, with the daggerboard immediately 

forward of the mast. 

The use of foils
Inevitably, the strides in foiling being made in other 

areas of the sport are being picked up on here. 

MACIF has embraced this cutting edge technology 

wholeheartedly. Lateral foils are fitted to all three of 

her rudders and angled L-shaped retractable foils 

used in her floats. 

Previously, offshore trimarans had C-shaped 

foils with a little hook on the end – leaving just a 

small vertical part of the foil protruding when the 

foil was retracted. On MACIF, the leeward foil when 

lowered creates more of a V-shape passing through 

the water and while the pitch of the foil can be 

adjusted manually, the V-shape makes the foil 

inherently self-levelling. 

However, though such foils work well inshore in 

flat water on AC72s, AC45s and GC32s, it is still 

early days in terms of establishing the best foil 

configuration for use offshore in waves, when the 

boat will be pitching more and the foils may not be 

continuously immersed. Nonetheless, François 

Gabart believes that using these foils can add five 

or six knots to MACIF’s boat speed. 

MACIF may be the latest of the new-generation 

Ultimes to be launched, but new boats are in the 

pipeline for Edmond de Rothschild/Gitana and for 

Banque Populaire. So we can expect the event in 

2019 to be something very special. 

As ever, you have to take your hat off to the 

French for tackling what could be an Ultime boat for 

the ultimate challenge. 

The three rudders are fitted with horizon wings so that 

when there is wind for the main lifting foils to start 

working, a correct fore and aft attitude is maintained 

The rotating wingmast is mounted a long way back in 

the main hull. The block suspended from the boom is 

the headsail barber-hauler tackle

The screen on top of the aft beam provides great 

protection for those in the cockpit

Giant pedestal-driven hydraulic rams mounted on the 

after side of the rear crossbeam are used to cant the 

rotating wingmast to weather

The elliptical cockpit formed between the aft beam and 

the semi-circular beam for the curved mainsheet track 

offers a high degree of security for the crew

The MACIF team has been carrying out work to develop 

the retractable main lifting foil fitted in each float

The huge array of hydraulic controls governing the sail 

and mast trim is mounted beneath the pit

Wave-piercing bows help prevent MACIF from being 

slowed when the sea state picks up

Compared with the Irens SODEBO at 54ft 

wide, 11 tonnes and sail area of 350/520m2. 

MACIF is 69ft across, weighs 14.5 tonnes 

and has sail areas of 430/650m2{ }
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SHORT-HANDED SAILING
PIP HARE ON NAVIGATION

PRACTICAL

avigating when sailing short-handed can 

be an often-overlooked challenge. It can 

throw up stressful situations, particularly 

when it is the responsibility of just one member of 

the crew, navigating in unfamiliar waters when 

probably tired. 

One solution is to create a road book. This is a 

concept used extensively by the French short-

handed racing community and basically condenses 

all the crucial or stressful parts of your intended 

passage into one easy-to-understand document 

that can be shared between co-skippers.  

Before you depart spend a couple of hours 

virtually ‘walking the course’ bringing together all 

your passage planning tools, tidal atlases, weather 

routeing tools and charts (paper or electronic). 

Break your passage into legs or phases and for 

each one try to work out what the navigational 

hazards or pinch points might be, when will you 

need to change sails and what information you 

might need to have close to hand in addition to 

your charts.  

My typical road book will contain: a list of legs 

with bearing, distance and sail selection, zoomed in 

screen shots of areas with tight navigation – 

normally these will have a lat and long grid marked 

on them and I will have annotated them with a felt 

tip pen – tidal charts, boat polars and a sail 

cross over chart when racing, entry or 

pilotage diagrams for arrival/fi nish. 

When sailing single-handed 

I print and laminate all these 

details so that I can take them on 

deck with me.

Though a lot of navigational 

software will allow you to access 

this information from one 

computer screen, it still takes time to retrieve or 

double check information, meaning one person will 

have to leave the deck at what quite often could be 

a stressful time.  

It is also often the case that one crewmember is 

signifi cantly better at ‘driving’ the software, which 

can be a problem if they are off-watch asleep, or 

even feeling unwell. The process of creating the 

road book will make you more prepared for any 

navigational challenges and enable both crew to 

access vital information quickly.

Input all chart plotter waypoints before leaving 

the dock and keep a list of waypoint names or 

numbers in your road book; it is really easy to make 

input errors when under pressure or tired. 

It is important both crew have a bigger picture 

of the course and don’t simply follow a line on the 

chart plotter, particularly if using a plotter on deck 

and at night time.  

Use a chinagraph pencil to write memory 

prompts on the side of the cockpit to keep 

continuity during watches – eg ‘ When wind shifts 

to 200 tack’ or ‘depth no less than 9m’. If you don’t 

want to write on your boat, get a small whiteboard 

to keep in the cockpit.

Always translate distance into time, especially 

when communicating with your co-skipper, as this 

will allow you both to prepare mentally for 

manoeuvres and understand when you 

may be approaching risky situations. 

Again this is particularly important 

at night time – eg ‘We have 

another 20 mins on this course 

then we must tack to avoid the 

coast’ or ‘We must have the 

spinnaker down in two miles, which 

gives us 15 mins at this speed’. 
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  QUICK TIPS

��Think course fi rst then speed – make the 

position and the direction in which you are 

travelling a priority at all times.

��Keep a speed, distance, time graph by the 

chart table to convert distance to time easily.

��Discuss ‘what if’ scenarios before going off 

watch so both co-skippers are able to take 

immediate action with confi dence.

NAV BY TABLET
If navigating with tablets on 

deck, change your screen shut 

down times – eg two minutes at 

night for quick checks to save 

night vision, always on if close 

quarters navigation

NEXT MONTH: Pip  looks at how to manage food and 

sleep on board when sailing short-handed

N

Above and below: extracts from Pip’s road book – 

above: showing navigation hazards at Land’s End and 

below: a large-scale close-up of the Fastnet Rock

Above: Pip plans ahead using a ‘road book’

Above:  sailing solo or short-handed in unfamilar waters can bring an extra challenge to navigation
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WEATHER BRIEFING
CHRIS TIBBS  HOW TEMPERATURE AFFECTS WIND

A

Left: when sailing offshore there 

is only a small temperature 

difference between day and night, 

whereas near the coast it will be 

much greater. This is what 

creates the coastal wind pattern 

of light wind at night and stronger 

during the day

s a group of islands the UK has a maritime 

climate to match our maritime history. 

Being surrounded by the ocean does mean 

that our weather is signifi cantly infl uenced by the 

sea water temperature, giving us mild, but wet 

winters and warm, but still quite wet summers. This 

was particularly true this winter as record rainfall 

and temperatures were experienced. 

Our geographical position gives us the infl uence 

of the tropical warm water that comes fi rst through 

the Straits of Florida as the Gulf Stream running up 

the east coast of the US as a river of warm water 

before turning east as it continues across the 

Atlantic as the North Atlantic Drift. It reaches our 

shores to give us a warmer sea temperature than 

we would normally expect for our latitude.

It always surprises me when looking at a map 

that London is on a similar latitude to Labrador, 

Glasgow the same as Moscow and Lerwick south 

Greenland, however our weather is much more 

moderate than these places because of the Gulf 

Stream and the warm water lapping our shores. 

The reason why the water temperature 

moderates our air temperatures is fundamental to 

all of meteorology. We know that the air is mostly 

transparent to the incoming short-wave radiation 

from the sun, but the land and sea are not, so they 

warm up. The land quickly warms in the sunshine, 

heating the air above. Then during the night the 

land radiates long-wave radiation and quickly cools, 

giving a large diurnal change in the temperature.

However, over the sea the water temperature 

only slowly increases in the sun’s radiation and, 

although the sea will radiate at night, the daily 

change in water temperature between day and 

night is very small. 

PRACTICAL

When sailing offshore there is only a small 

temperature change – around the UK we may add a 

jumper at night, but the temperature difference is 

minimal. If we look at buoy reports, the difference in 

air temperature does not change very much 

between day and night whereas on land there will 

be a large difference.

The large daily change in temperature over the 

land gives us the ‘normal’ coastal wind pattern of 

light wind overnight as the land cools and the air 

above it also cools, sinking to the ground where the 

air is slowed by friction. 

During the day the heating land will add energy 

to the atmosphere, allowing the wind to increase 

and quite possibly a sea breeze to develop. 

If we measure wind speed against time we fi nd 

that on average the maximum wind speed will be at 

the time of maximum temperature, which is 

mid-afternoon. 

Out at sea, however, this is unlikely to be the 
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CHRIS TIBBS is a meteorologist 

and weather router, as well as a 

professional sailor and navigator, 

forecasting for Olympic teams 

and the ARC rally 
{ }

  PASSAGEMAKING/RACING TIPS

��Avoid getting close to the coast at night 

particularly into bays where the wind is likely to 

be considerably lighter.

��The coldest part of the night is near dawn, 

which will give the lightest coastal wind.

��Try to approach the coast at night from 

offshore rather than closing the coast and 

following it to your destination.

��The opposite can be said for the daytime 

when wind is likely to be strongest along the 

coast although bays are still likely to give lighter 

wind so are best avoided.

��The transition between the synoptic wind 

and a sea breeze creates a band of light wind 

and it is sometimes better to stay well offshore 

than to try to catch a temporary sea breeze 

further inshore.

case as the change in temperature through the day 

is minimal so we look to other infl uences to explain 

the changes in wind speeds. If we remove large 

scale synoptic features, what will cause the wind 

speed to change throughout the day? 

Cloud cover is one thing, we know that cloud top 

temperatures will drop at night as the clouds 

radiate energy to space. One theory goes that, as 

the clouds cool, the contrast between the sea 

surface temperature and the clouds increases, 

causing more turbulence and instability, which in 

turn increases the wind speed. 

This would also tend to explain an increase in the 

frequency of squalls at night and early morning in 

the tropics where there is a diurnal pressure change 

that will also alter wind speed by a few knots.
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GET OUT OF THAT
MIKE GOLDING  ON DISMASTING

A

PRACTICAL
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lthough it is diffi cult to 

understand exactly what 

went wrong, we can deduce 

the following: prior to the dismasting 

the boat was on starboard and 

probably footing or reaching under 

three sails rather than sailing 

upwind. Bearing this in mind, it is 

unlikely that it is a case of the runner 

being missed after a manoeuvre. 

Ideally, someone would have seen 

what broke, but if not it is important 

to work out what happened to help 

prevent failures in the future.

The weather looks ideal with 

perhaps 16-18 knots of wind and 

moderate waves, so unless there 

was a squall, it’s unlikely the mast 

was overloaded. With these 

conditions the sail plan looks fi ne so 

overloading seems unlikely.

The mast failed just above the D1 

so it could be a mast tube 

compression failure where the tube 

simply gave way under an excessive 

load or perhaps failed as a result of 

some prior impact damage to the 

carbon. The starboard upper 

spreader is missing from the image 

so it’s also possible this could have 

failed fi rst.

Standing rigging failures fall into 

two categories: cable failure or 

attachment failure. In the photo the 

fore/staysail stays remain, which 

leads me to suspect it is either the 

runner or one of the starboard 

intermediates, or the cap shroud. 

MIKE GOLDING, one of the world’s 

most accomplished offshore sailors, 

explains what has happened in the 

featured image of Caol Ila R during 

the M axi Yacht Rolex Cup in Porto 

Cervo 2015. Golding offers tips and 

advice on the best way to deal safely 

with a dismasting, and how to avoid 

the situation in the fi rst place.

to ensure the crew are 

all on board and safe.

Carry out a head count 
1

The fi rst thing is to ensure the crew 

are OK and everyone is aboard. If 

anyone is hurt then that’s the priority. 

Assuming everyone is fi ne, it is 

important to check for any other 

immediate dangers, which includes 

Golding’s advice on how 
to recover…
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and work out what 

can be salvaged. Take 

photos of damage for 

insurance purposes.

3
Assess the damage

to clear the 

hull of lines and 

fragments of mast 

before firing up the 

engine.

4
Work promptly

MIKE GOLDING OBE (55) became known in Britain in the mid 1990s 

when he established the fastest westabout circumnavigation, and won the 

BT Global Challenge in 1996/7. Golding was the first person to sail solo 

non-stop round the world both eastabout and westabout. He completed 

three Vendée Globes and in total has done nine circumnavigations.
{ }

Interview by Sue Pelling

the failed spar 

are not causing further 

damage to the boat.

Check parts of
2

assessing if anything is endangering 

the boat. Then it is a case of working 

out what can be salvaged. 

It looks as though the jib and the 

staysail are both OK, although the 

process of detaching the head of the 

genoa would be tricky. The mainsail 

has peeled off the mast, but again 

releasing the head will be difficult. 

It is important to keep the rig 

clear of the hull, but equally vital to 

do the right thing at the right time, so 

put a plan in place. If there’s sea 

room it need not be a panic.

The engine is not an option until 

all rigging and sails are clear of the 

propeller. It seems to me from the 

image that a lot can be salvaged – 

one tip at this stage is to take a lot of 

photos; this will help the insurers.

Be aware also, that without the 

mast in place the boat will roll more 

violently than usual, and there are 

also dangers from unusually loaded 

parts, which could fail at any 

moment. The team must be 

ultra-cautious working around the rig 

in particular. It may well be necessary 

to send a person aloft to cut or 

detach the sails and upper rigging. 

 

... and how to avoid the 
situation in the first place
A major failure such as a dismasting 

is caused by either: a) operator error 

or b) equipment failure. Operator 

error could include sailing with too 

much sail up, a mast collision with 

another boat, or perhaps a simple 

mistake such as not setting the 

running backstay after a manoeuvre.

Recognising when you are 

pushing too hard is the racing sailor’s 

conflicting nightmare. My experience 

from my Challenge yacht days, and 

since then with the IMOCA 60s, is 

that sailing within the proper limits is 

ultimately faster, safer and more 

importantly sustainable.

The potential equipment failure 

list is long. It could be that something 

horribly simple and cheap has been 

missed in maintenance. 

It’s not going to have been a good 

day for these guys, but it is important 

for them to come away safe and 

knowing exactly what has happened. 

It’s another learning experience and 

all a part of the rich tapestry of sailing. 
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• Rolex Swan Europeans, Porto Cervo 2008 • Photographer Kurt Arrigo/Rolex

yachtingworldmagazine #ywbackfire

‘It was a normal day of racing in 

September in the Swan Europeans, 

and it was also the Swan 45 Worlds. 

But towards the end of the day the 

breeze increased and eventually built 

into quite a squall. As they do, it came 

with a vengeance,’ photographer Kurt 

Arrigo remembers.

‘A lot of boats had started going 

back inshore. But this Swan 45 was 

still out racing.

‘You anticipate these things 

happening after so many years on 

the water. And when you get a 

35-knot breeze you know boats are 

going to be on their sides pretty 

quickly. There was mayhem. Spray 

was being whipped up, and although 

I was on a decent RIB I also was 

getting blasted with salt water and 

pelting rain and I was drenched. It all 

added to the excitement and drama.

‘I got a few different shots, and 

then the squall went as quickly as it 

had come. The boat recovered and it 

was all OK. It’s a case of being 

prepared for moments like this that 

just happen in front of you.’

BACKFIRE

“when you get a 

35-knot breeze, boats 

will be on their sides 

pretty quickly”

108 I April 2016



0U KLTHUKPUN JVUKP[PVUZ� ^OLYL OPNO WLYMVYTHUJL PZ LZZLU[PHS� [OL *SPWWLY ;HJ[PJHS ^PUK Z`Z[LT PZ [OL PKLHS JOVPJL� >P[O [LU \WKH[LZ L]LY` ZLJVUK�

JOHUNLZ PU ^PUK ZWLLK HUK KPYLJ[PVU ^OPJO VJJ\Y K\YPUN [YPJR` THUVL\]YLZ HYL ZOV^U HSTVZ[ PUZ[HU[S �̀

;OL THZ[ ZLUZVY PZ Z\WWSPLK JVTWSL[L ^P[O H THZ[ TV\U[PUN RP[� �� TL[YLZ VM SPNO[ ^LPNO[ JHISL HUK HSS ULJLZZHY` LSLJ[YPJHS JVUULJ[VYZ [V JVTWSL[L

[OL PUZ[HSSH[PVU� ;OL V\[W\[ KH[H PZ PU [OL 54,( ���� MVYTH[ HUK JHU IL \ZLK [V KYP]L HU` JVTWH[PISL KPZWSH` [OH[ \[PSPZLZ [OL 4>= ZLU[LUJL�

;HJ[PJHS THZ[ ZLUZVY *SPWWLY ;Y\L>PUK KPZWSH`

;Y\L>PUK KPZWSH` \UP[

;OL *SPWWLY ;Y\L >PUK +PZWSH` ZOV^Z HWWHYLU[ ^PUK ZWLLK HUK KPYLJ[PVU� ^OLU JVUULJ[LK [V [OL 54,( V\[W\[ MYVT H SVN VY .7:� P[ ^PSS HSZV ZOV^

[Y\L ^PUK ZWLLK HUK KPYLJ[PVU�

*SPWWLY ;HJ[PJHS >PUK :`Z[LT

*SPWWLY >PYLSLZZ >PUK :`Z[LT

>PYLSLZZ THZ[ [YHUZTP[[LY )HZL \UP[

*SPWWLY >PUK JVJRWP[ KPZWSH`

1(:

0������ LQF YDW

0������ LQF YDW

;OL WVW\SHY *SPWWLY ^PUK KPZWSH` \UP[ PZ UV^ H]HPSHISL ^P[O H ^PYLSLZZ THZ[OLHK \UP[�

;OL ^PYLSLZZ THZ[OLHK [YHUZTP[[LY PZ WV^LYLK I` HU PU[LYUHS IH[[LY` ^OPJO PZ JOHYNLK MYVT

HTIPLU[ SPNO[ \ZPUN H ZTHSS ZVSHY WHULS�

;OL THZ[OLHK [YHUZTP[[LY ZLUKZ KH[H ^PYLSLZZS` [V [OL IHZL \UP[� ^OPJO PZ WV^LYLK I` [OL

]LZZLS�Z �� =VS[ Z\WWS`� [OL IHZL \UP[ YLJLP]LZ ^PUK ZWLLK HUK KPYLJ[PVU KH[H MYVT [OL

THZ[OLHK [YHUZTP[[LY HUK ZLUKZ P[ [V [OL *SPWWLY >PUK�

*SPWWLY >PYLSLZZ ^PUK PZ Z\WWSPLK ^P[O ^PYLSLZZ THZ[ \UP[� IHZL \UP[ HUK *SPWWLY >PUK KPZWSH`�

)XOO GHWDLOV VHH RXU ZHEVLWH

ZZZ�QDVDPDULQH�FRP





S U P E R S A I L  W O R L D  3 8  D A T E  H E R E
ISSUE 31 – FREE WITH YACHTING WORLD

ST BARTHS BUCKET PREVIEW

BALTIC’S NEW SUPER-CRUISER NIKATA 

CRUISING OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

3D PRINTING – A GAME CHANGER?
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S
ome of the biggest changes in 

industrial production in the 

last 50 years have been from 

design innovations made possible by 

the development of modern 

lightweight and composite materials. 

This is a hand-in-hand evolution 

that some believe may speed up as 

3D printing – or additive layer 

manufacturing to give it its full name 

– becomes widely used. Writer and 

social theorist Jeremy Rifkin goes 

further, positing that, along with the 

internet and green electricity, 3D 

printing marks a defining change, a 

‘third industrial revolution’, that will 

lead to a ‘sustainable era of 

distributed capitalism’. 

The forecast internet of things 

may in future allow us to make and 

distribute renewable energy and to 

share and buy a huge range of 3D 

products made at much lower cost. 

Boatbuilding technology will be 

affected by these changes. 

As is being seen in the automotive 

and aviation worlds, engineers are 

quite literally changing the shape of 

products as they are coming up with 

bright new designs to make these 

new tools and means of manufacture 

more efficient. We report on this on 

page 74.

Smarter design, lighter weight, 

quicker production and progress in 

energy efficiency in even very 

power-hungry yachts will all make for 

interesting and exciting projects in 

the next generation of superyachts. 

At the same time, racing 

ambitions are fast changing details 

of superyacht hardware, from sail 

technology to furlers, rigging and 

keels (page 66). This, too, is 

fascinating and, as with Baltic 

Yachts’ Nikata (page 44), leading to 

beautiful-looking, fast machines.

  Elaine Bunting
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AN INTRIGUING WINGSAIL YACHT, A POWERFUL 35M AND TWO NEW 
WALLYCENTOS. TOBY HODGES REPORTS ON THE NEWEST DESIGNS

KOMOREBI 282

This 86m/282ft hybrid trimaran is 

one of the most awesome-looking 

concepts of recent years. Part yacht, 

part multihull, part motor yacht, part 

passenger ship, part floating luxury 

villa, she is a real fusion of 

inspirations, and utterly intriguing. 

She promotes space and stability 

on a scale never before seen and 

provides an efficient means to 

traverse oceans yet also access 

shallow ports. Her two 380m2/4,090ft2 

wings will propel her at 15 knots with 

20 knots of wind, says designer VPLP.

‘Komorebi’ is a Japanese concept 

representing “the time when nature 

is enhanced by the sun’s rays”. This 

refers to the copious natural light in 

the vast open layout of the main 

decks. “Each area is designed to suit 

a special moment of the day,” says 

the French multihull specialist VPLP. 

Artistic licence aside, it is to the 

hedonistic living space that the eye is 

drawn – for instance, the infinity pool 

on the main aft deck. There is 

accommodation for 18 guests and 20 

crew. The owner’s suite swallows the 

entire top deck, and there is a helipad 

on the foredeck. 

Komorebi is like a floating resort, 

in fact, with room for a spa, gym, 

sauna, Japanese patio and cinema, 

plus everything from a submarine 

and a 10m/30ft limo tender to 

enough watersports toys to sink a 

beach club.

She may seem a little fanciful, but 

the multihull knowledge of VPLP 

gives the yacht real credibility. The 

design house is responsible for every 

victorious Route du Rhum design 

since 1990, and it designed the 

largest sailing cat, Hemisphere, plus 

the sucessful racing trimaran Banque 

Populaire V, now Spindrift 2. 

The mix of power and sail looks 

interesting. VPLP estimates that she 

will displace 1,400 tonnes, have a 

cruising speed of 16 knots and a 

range of 6,000 miles. Its research 

shows that fuel consumption for a 

typical Monaco to Antigua delivery 

would be 120,000lt if motoring at 16 

knots with 2,400hp engines. Using 

Komorebi’s combination of wingsails 

and 600hp engines, however, she 

could average 14.4 knots using only 

30,000lt of fuel. www.vplp.fr
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This extraordinary yacht 

is powered by motor 

and wingsails. On board

 living is hedonistic, with 

her infinity pool, helipad 

and abundant light



S U P E R S A I L  W O R L D  0 6  A P R I L- J U N E  2 0 1 6

The team behind this hot new Nigel 

Irens-designed Vantage 86 cat have  

a bold claim: that she will be the 

longest, lightest and fastest sailing 

yacht ever built (that conforms to the 

MCA code for small craft engaged in 

commercial operations). 

We reported on this fascinating 

new all-British project in the 

December issue of Yachting World, 

since when it has reached the final 

stage of design and is ready for build.

The composite Green Marine 

build will help garner faith in the 

potential speed claims of the Vantage, 

but perhaps the more interesting 

aspect is her adventure sailing 

potential. 

The first Vantage 86 is designed 

to accommodate two motorbikes to 

enable the owner to reach and 

explore the most remote locations. 

The lockers created for a Ducati 

Multistrada and a CCM trials bike can 

also be used as watersports or dive 

lockers, or as additional 

accommodation on future models.

The intention of Vantage is to 

create a series of these large cats.  

“It is designed to perform and 

NIGEL IRENS DESIGNS – VANTAGE 86
combine a racing pedigree with the 

comfort of a stable charter yacht,” 

says Phil Scott, managing director of 

Vantage Catamarans. 

“Its goal is adventure. It will 

provide the most adventurous way of 

exploring the ocean and its secrets.”

www.vantage-catamarans.com

Designed for adventure sailing, the 

Vantage 86 is a potent Irens design
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expected, but the clue to the 

cruising comfort of the RP35 is in 

the fabulous glass coachroof concept. 

“The outstanding interior feature 

of this yacht is the fully glazed 

saloon ceiling connecting the 

occupants with the environment 

while maintaining privacy at the 

dock,” says Mark Tucker, founder of 

UK-based Design Unlimited. Factor 

in the aft lounging deck, guest 

cockpit for ten and large hull 

portholes and the leisure comfort 

she offers becomes apparent. 

Two different layouts are 

proposed, providing potential clients 

with the option of forward or aft 

master suites. “The interior is 

inspired by the combination of 

natural materials with modern 

manufacturing techniques to create 

crisp, clean, sculpted architecture 

while retaining the natural beauty of 

the grain and texture,” says Tucker.

www.reichel-pugh.com 

www.designunlimited.net

REICHEL PUGH/

DESIGN UNLIMITED 

35M/115FT

The latest design to join the 

burgeoning 100-120ft/30-36m 

supercruiser-racer club (see Nikata 

Showcase page 44) could be this 

powerful-looking 35m/115ft sloop 

from the board of Reichel Pugh. 

Like many of the new 

performance designs in this size 

range, she is inspired by R/P’s 2007 

creation, the 34m/112ft Nilaya, a fast 

carbon cruiser that won the 

Superyacht class of the Maxi Rolex 

Cup in 2011, 2012 and 2013.

The California-based fi rm is 

renowned for its race-winning hull 

shapes. Two of Reichel Pugh’s most 

recent superyacht projects were 

Wallycentos, and you can see those 

powerful hull shape infl uences in this 

35m. “We develop our next 

generation superyacht hull shapes 

incorporating into the design the 

on-the-water experiences from all 

our designs and the results of our 

latest hull studies in computational 

fl uid dynamics,” says Jim Pugh. 

Electric racing speeds can be 

Admittedly, there appear to be masts 

missing from these designs, but we 

could not resist including these 

spectacular new Explorer trimarans 

from Nigel Irens Design and CMN 

shipyard. News of the Origin 575 and 

Xplore 70 follows the successful 

launch and sea-trialling of three 

Ocean Eagle (OE43) trimaran patrol 

vessels, developed by the same team 

for the Mozambique government. 

Irens showed us the video of the 

sea-trials (see his website, below) 

and the performance in terms of 

speed, handling and effi ciency, even 

in lively Atlantic conditions, is truly 

jaw-dropping. 

These new luxury expedition 

yachts have a top speed of 28 knots 

and a range of between 4,000 and 

5,000 miles at 18 knots. 

The tris have deck space for 

tenders and a mini-sub, and, on the 

larger Xplore 70, a helipad. The 

styling looks sharp, too, the 

dreadnought bows and stealthy 

coachroof give a look that Irens has 

mastered on recent fast cats like the 

Vantage (left) and the Gunboat 55. 

“I have had the pleasure of 

travelling many thousands of miles 

in powered trimarans and am 

passionate about sharing that 

experience with owners who want to 

be part of this exciting development,” 

says Nigel Irens. 

www.nigelirens.com

EXPLORER TRIMARANS 

The Xplore 70 motor trimaran has room for

a helipad. Below: the smaller Origin 575
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ICE 82

A performance machine from the 

board of Umberto Felci, this design 

follows his recent slippery Ice Yachts 

creations at 52 and 62ft (16m/19m), 

both of which we sailed during trials 

for the European Yacht of the Year. 

The Ice team has built maxi 

yachts for the past 30 years at the 

former CN Yacht 2000 facility near 

Milan, hence an 80-footer/24m 

should be within its comfort zone. 

CEO Marco Malgara says the 82 

will be equally capable at an inshore 

maxi race as she will at long-range 

offshore sailing – a tricky balance. 

The Ice 82 has a large stern, powerful 

forward sections and high form 

stability. The deck design features a 

double cockpit with two interior 

access points, so two different 

interior layouts are possible. 

Finish can be contemporary or 

classic – both use lightweight 

veneers to keep her displacement 

down to 30 tonnes. That said, the 

‘jacuzzi shower and workout cabin’ 

sounds appealing. www.iceyachts.it 

DAHM 120

Here is an intriguing, elegant motor 

sailer project, the first with Dahm 

branding. Dahm International 

announced this 36.6m/120ft cruiser 

at the Düsseldorf Boat Show in 

January with the statement ‘expect 

the unexpected’. 

It is a collaboration with 

Beiderbeck design from Bremen, 

Germany, with the unique prospect 

of offering potential owners a one-

stop shop, a single contact for the 

design, build and commissioning. 

Dahm’s managing director Lukas 

Stratmann explains: “We were reps of 

Jongert shipyard and Mr Dahm 

worked very closely with those 

projects before.” Stratmann says his 

Dahm team clicked with the 

Beiderbeck designers at the 

Düsseldorf show a year ago. “We had 

similar ideas and clients and wanted 

to do something together,” he says. 

The result should appeal to 

Jongert-type clientele; this is a 

“bullish” design according to 

Stratmann, one that offers prized 

assets from both the motor and sail 

worlds: fast sailing in prime comfort. 

The Dahm 120 has twin wheels 

situated just 4m/13ft abaft the mast 

so the yacht can be push-button 

sailed single-handedly. “The 

helmsman will feel like he’s only 

steering a 70-footer,” says Dahm. To 

facilitate sailing short-handed, the 

sailplan includes a carbon furling 

boom and self-tacking genoa. She has 

680m2/7,320ft2 of upwind sail, 4.2m/ 

14ft draught and a lightweight 

displacement of 130 tonnes.  

The Dahm brand carries the 

promise that owners will get “a 

guaranteed time space, price and 

delivery slot,” says Stratmann, 

eliminating many of the headaches of 

a new build. Hulls will be built in 

Turkey and fitted in the Netherlands. 

www.dahminternational.com   

www.beiderbeckdesigns.de
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The Wallycento class of 30.5m/100ft 

racer-cruisers continues to gain 

momentum with the launch of its 

third member, Galateia, and news of 

a fourth boat in build at Persico (see 

below). This dual-role class provides 

élite owner-driver racing within a 

narrow rating range of the Wally 

Class competitive programme. 

The Reichel Pugh-designed 

Galateia launched from Green Marine 

in October, the Southampton yard 

that built the first Wallycento, 

Hamilton, for Sir Charles Dunstone. 

Now called Open Season, the Judel/

Vrolijk-designed Hamilton was 

significantly modified by current 

owner and former CEO of Bugatti 

Thomas Bscher. 

Galateia is currently in the 

Caribbean waiting to take part in her 

first regatta, the St Barths Bucket 

(see preview on page 16).

Details of a fourth Cento mean 

that all four yachts are the result of a 

varying combination of designers 

and yards, all to the Wallycento box 

rule. “As a result, the yachts vary in 

their relative performance (beating 

and downwind or light and strong 

breeze), but the results on the water 

differ only by a few seconds,” says 

Wally founder Luca Bassani.

Wallycentos have a displacement 

just under 50 tonnes, with the large 

percentage of that in keel ballast. As 

well as basic parameters such as 

weight and dimensions, the rule 

specifies cruising interiors. This 

includes watermakers, aircon and  

a minimum number of cabins.

“Compared to the non-Wally 

super maxis (Comanche, Wild Oats, 

Rambler 88, etc), the Wallycentos are 

competitive upwind, while they are 

slightly slower downwind because of 

their displacement,” Bassani 

explains. “The full cruising equipment 

of the Wallycentos provides for their 

double use, and consequently for the 

retention of their commercial value.”

www.wallyyachts.com

MARK MILLS 
ITALIAN ROCKET
Wallycento no 4 is under construction 

at the Persico yard that built the Volvo 

one-design hulls. She arguably has 

the most aggressive Cento shape yet, 

combining Mark Mills’s eye for a 

super-slippery race hull with the 

minimalist style Wally is famed for. 

A deck that draws on the ramp 

design first seen on the Mills 72 

Alegre combines Wally aesthetics 

with a “functional race-able layout 

encouraging quicker, easier 

manoeuvres,” Mills explains. Her 

interior from the renowned Italian 

design house Pininfarina promises to 

make an equally bold statement. The 

saloon steps look particularly novel, 

using wave-like lines that continue 

seamlessly onto the bulkheads. 

Delivery is scheduled for June 

2017, in time for the second part of 

the Wally Class racing season. 

Declares Bassani: “The show will be 

historical and unforgettable!” 

www.wallyyachts.com

WALLYCENTO ON A ROLL – NO 3 IS 
LAUNCHED, NO 4 IN BUILD 
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With her unusual deck design, this 

Briand P100 is an innovative concept

VITTERS TAKES OVER 

CLASSEN SHIPYARDS

Two major Dutch superyacht builders have 

joined forces. Vitters Shipyard and the 

management of Claasen Shipyards have 

together acquired Claasen Shipyards. Vitters 

recently started work on fi tting out the hull of the 

new J Class Svea. So Classen’s “rich knowledge 

and experience of building and engineering a 

J Class yacht will be a major asset to Vitters,” 

says Vitters CEO Louis Hamming. 

NEW PANTAENIUS 

INSURANCE CLAUSES

Pantaenius has introduced a new set of clauses 

for its superyacht insurance contracts 

(Pantaenius Superyacht Clauses – PSYC) which 

provide increased coverage with more benefi ts. 

The Hamburg-based company says this will 

dispense with principles like ‘due diligence’ as 

well as limiting terms like ‘external causes’. Cover 

for ‘any loss or expenditure incurred in 

remedying a fault in design or construction 

provided it has caused loss or damage to the 

yacht’ is one of the new benefi ts, plus contingent 

cover while the insured vessel is being 

transported as cargo by sea.

HAND DRAWING STILL 

KEY TO DESIGN TALENT
Dastinas Steponenas (centre), a fi nal year 

student at Coventry University, won the 

Superyacht UK Young Designer competition in 

January. Ten students from universities across 

the UK had 36 hours to create their entries from 

scratch live at the London Boat Show. 

The event aims to raise the profi le of hand-

drawing skills and to increase awareness of the 

marine industry as a potential career option. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Philippe Briand has created this striking new concept as an evolution 

of the Wallycento class. The deck design looks innovative and 

features a ‘roller coaster wave form’ on deck to help save weight, 

says Briand. There are three different through-deck drop hatches for 

fl ying sails plus an aft sail locker. www.philippebriand.com

THE FUTURE? THE P100 EVOLUTION 
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ANTIGUA 

SUPERYACHT 

CHALLENGE

The Superyacht Challenge in January 

preserved its reputation as 

superyachting’s most laid-back, 

sociable regatta. Eleven yachts raced 

in prime 15-20 knot conditions over 

three days off the south coast of 

Antigua with equally eventful 

shoreside activities each evening.

For this sixth running of the event, 

competitors were split into two 

classes, with a winner for each – a 

barrel of rum rather than silverware. 

It was the first regatta experience 

for two of the entrants. “I have a 100 

per cent record in regattas,” said the 

owner of the 20-year-old Tenaz, after 

his British-designed and built 

40m/131ft sloop triumphed in the 

Buccaneers class. “We have been 

racing to win, but we have focused on 

having a great time and I hope that 

this regatta carries on in that manner.”

The freshly launched Baltic sloop 

Nikata was also competing in her first 

Challenge, as a warm-up to the 

RORC Caribbean 600. It was a steep 

learning curve for her crew, who 

faced seasoned campaigners aboard 

fellow Baltic Nilaya plus other 

stalwarts of the superyacht racing 

scene in Visione, Rebecca and Freya. 

Nilaya, with her full race crew 

restored, including Bouwe Bekking 

and some core members of his 

Brunel Volvo Ocean Race team, 

maintained her unblemished 

superyacht racing record to win the 

Corsairs class. 

The ethos of the Superyacht 

Challenge harks back to how 

superyacht racing began – fun racing 

and social shoreside events – and a 

new trophy was awarded this year, 

donated by Timoneer, to the yacht 

that most embodied this spirit. 

Named the Gosnell Trophy after 

the past owner of Timoneer, it was 

presented to the owner and crew of 

the 38m/126ft schooner Gloria 

(main picture). “We don’t take 

ourselves too seriously,” said Gloria’s 

skipper, James Box. “Enjoying the 

regatta is our top priority.”
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Main picture: the 1985 

Jongert-built 38m/126ft

 steel schooner Gloria won 

the Gosnell Trophy for the 

yacht that most embodied 

the spirit of the event. 

Right: the two class winners: 

Dubois-designed Tenaz and 

Reichel-Pugh/Baltic Nilaya 
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MIKE OWEN LOOKS AT CHANGES AT THIS 

PREMIER SUPERYACHT EVENT, AND DETAILS 

THE EVENT PROGRAMME AND ENTRY LIST



ST BARTHS BUCKET

PREVIEW

S U P E R S A I L  W O R L D  1 8  A P R I L- J U N E  2 0 1 6

The Bucket is a standout event in an A-list 

French Caribbean venue and the fleet here 

regularly runs to 40 or so superyachts
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, 16 March
1700-1830  SuperYacht Racing Association (SYRA) AGM (le Brigantin)

THURSDAY, 17 March 

0900-10.00 Racing Rules & Appendix SY Review (le Brigantin)

0900-1700  Race Office Open/Registration at the Bucket Marquee (BMQ) 

1200 J Class Race (J Captains’ Briefing 0930 at BMQ)

1700-1730  Captain’s Briefing (BMQ) Mandatory for Captain, RRS-Safety 

Afterguard Member and Racing Tactician. Max 4.

1730 Bucket Bar Open (BMQ) 

1900-2100  Fleet Welcoming Party (BMQ) 

1900-2100  Owners’ Reception (Invitation Only)  

 

FRIDAY, 18 March 

0800-1800 Race Office Open (BMQ)

0830-0900  Daily Pre-Race Briefing (BMQ stage)

1100  First Signal Race 1 

1830-2030 Post-Race Social (BMQ)

1900-1910  Daily Awards Presentation

SATURDAY, 19 March 

0800-1800 Race Office Open (BMQ)

0830-0900  Daily Pre-Race Briefing (BMQ) 

1100  First Signal Race 2  

1900-1910  Daily Awards Presentation

1900-2300  Bucket Bash (Hotel de la Collectivité)

2300-0200 After Bash (The First-Yacht Club)

1900-2030 Yacht Hop (BMQ – Invitation Only) 

 

SUNDAY, 20 March  
0800-1800 Race Office Open (BMQ)

0830-0900  Daily Pre-Race Briefing (BMQ)  

1100  First Signal Race 3 

1830-2100  Final Awards Ceremony and Bucket Celebration Party 

(Hotel de la Collectivité)

The event organiser and race committee reserve the right to modify  

the above schedule depending on weather conditions or other  

unforeseen circumstances.

2016 ST BARTHS BUCKET

The 27m/90ft Ron Holland-

designed Wavelength leads the fleet 

on a typically sparkling downwind 

leg at last year’s Bucket
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I
f it’s March, it’s the St Barths Bucket, the largest and longest-

running of all superyacht regattas. The Bucket is a standout event 

in an A-list French Caribbean venue and the fleet here regularly 

runs to 40 or so superyachts. Their number and scale dwarf the 

main harbour of Gustavia on this tiny, eight square mile island. 

The eclectic nature of the gathering adds much to the party 

atmosphere as does a certain element of eccentricity. The names 

of the different classes give a hint – Gazelles, Elegantes, 

Mademoiselles, Grand Dames – and the trophies, too, with the 

overall winner scooping the literally named Bucket.  

But the lighthearted fun only goes so far. Sending such a fleet round 

crowded turning marks carries huge responsibilities. These fall on the 

shoulders of longstanding race director Peter Craig, his race committee 

and the SuperYacht Racing Association (SYRA), of which he is executive. 

‘Safe sailing and fair racing’ is what the SYRA aims to provide, but this is 

not so simple to implement. “We feel we’re really getting a handle on safety 

and are now spending equal time on the fair racing component,” says Craig. 

“And that’s leading to interesting changes.”

The SYRA’s collaboration with the Offshore Racing Congress (ORC) 

which led to the 2015 debut of a new ORC superyacht handicap rule 

(ORCsy) represented a major development for superyacht racing. All major 

regatta organisers have now elected to go with the ORCsy over the 

previous, more subjective International Super Yacht Rule. 

The change is evident on the water, and this year spectators on land will 

benefit as the yachts come a little closer inshore. So there’ll be better 

viewing from several vantage points, particularly Eden Rock, Nikki Beach 

and La Plage in St Jean Bay. Hotel Taiwana on Flamands Beach will provide 

great viewing on Saturday, and Shell Beach on Sunday. 

Craig picks up the story: “There used to be racing in close on the north 

side of the island, but as the fleet grew, creating more congestion and 

leading to more aggressive sailing, the decision was made for safety 

reasons to change the courses . . . Now, with the racing rules’ Appendix SY 

in play and our staggered class finishes, congestion is eased and we’re able 

to bring some of the yachts back inshore. We’ll allow for passage between 

Ile Chevreau, Fregate and Toc Vers for some classes.”

This year, Saturday’s mid-course congestion will be eased with a course 

change mid-race for the faster classes. The fleet previously converged 

around Roche de Boeuf, but now there should be more separation.

So, the Bucket this year should offer enhanced safety, greater tactical 

choice, all raced under a fairer, more objective ORCsy rule.

The fleet is as diverse as ever, from the giant 68m/221ft carbon, 

Baltic-built, Panamax ketch Hetairos to the diminutive – by comparison only 

– 28m/92ft Swan Freya and Brooklin Bequia. There will be the Perini 

Navi-built 60m/197ft Perseus^3, boasting the world’s largest sail, alongside 

the Polish-built 37m/123ft Alexa of London styled to resemble the original 

royal yacht Britannia with good old white sails and classic gaff rig. Crews 

vary from family and friends to fully professional. 

The statistics look good for the three days of close racing. Six Dubois 

designs – Bella Ragazza, Lady B, Ganesha, Genevieve, Ohana and Tenaz 

Top: the main harbour of Gustavia plays host to the Bucket. Above: crews and 

guests make merry at the parties, but the racing is taken very seriously too
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2016 ST BARTHS BUCKET  ENTRIES
Note: correct at time of going to press. See www.bucketregattas.com/stbarths for final entry list

– from builders Vitters, Alloy, Fitzroy and Pendennis, will be racing. Four are 

from Reichel-Pugh, all carbon flyers, with Nilaya and Visione from Baltic 

Yachts, Galateia from Green Marine and Windfall from Southern Wind. 

There is a spread of build technologies, from simple to exotic 

composites, in the four boats from Frers: the two Swans Freya and Varsovie, 

the Pendennis modern classic Rebecca and the new Vitters-built Unfurled. 

Perini Navis Clan VIII, Zenji, Seahawk, Silencio and Rosehearty carry the 

mark of Ron Holland who has also Blue Too from Alloy Yachts.. 

There are boats that have sailed five or more Buckets and newcomers 

such as the long-awaited, biggest J Class design ever, Topaz from Hoek, 

built by Bloemsa and Holland Jachtbouw. She joins the Js Ranger and 

Velsheda, and these three will have their own conventional fleet start and a 

special race on Thursday. Read more about the fleet below.

The Bucket’s special relationship with St Barths itself is shown in the 

island government’s opening the grounds of its grand harbourside home La 

Collectivité, not just for the prizegiving as last year, but for the Bucket Bash, 

too. That’s quite some place to party! 

Axia Ketch 38m/124ft
Design Sparkman & Stephens. 

 Build: Palmer Johnson – 1990 (2007)

This pilothouse ketch from Sparkman & Stephens sails with a good 

track record at the Bucket. In recent years she has taken 3rd twice 

in the Grand Dames class, and last year she took top spot with 

a cracking 3,1,1 on the water. Not bad for a genteel-looking lady 

regularly highlighted as a stalwart party-goer. But then that’s what 

the Bucket scene is about. Race hard, but never forget to play hard. 

Alexa of London (ex-White Eagle/Bella Criolla) 
Sloop 37.5m/123ft 

Design: Strawinski. Build: YBM – 1992 (2013)

She’s as pretty as a picture and it’s said that Alexa’s graceful lines 

were inspired by the royal yacht Britannia of 1893. She launched 

as White Eagle 24 years ago in Gdansk, Poland. With her Big Class 

genes, she sported the world’s tallest classic gaff rig at the time. In 

2013 she completed an extensive refit and, now race-ready again, 

she’ll attract attention for her looks, if not pace.
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Above: she was 1st in the Gazelles last year, so Visione is the one to beat

AWARDS 
Trophies include special subjective awards as well as Class awards, 

proving there is a lot more to play for than just rounding the course. 

The Bucket Trophy

Presented to the pursuit class winner prevailing in the most 

competitive, closely contested class.

Les Gazelles, Les Mademoiselles, Les Grand Dames,

Les Elegantes, J Class 

Each of the four pursuit classes has trophies presented for 1st 

through 3rd. The J Class receives trophies for 1st and 2nd.

All Star Crew Award presented by Rybovich 

Each yacht nominates the yacht crew best demonstrating the most 

professional service in all tasks while maintaining the best 

camaraderie, teamwork and respect. This is the yacht that everyone 

wants to work on. 

Vitters Seamanship Trophy  

Awarded to the yacht demonstrating the best seamanship and 

sportsmanship in the interest of promoting safety on the racecourse.

  

Spirit of the Bucket Trophy – Wolter Huisman Memorial Trophy  

Presented each year by Alice Huisman to the yacht best exemplifying 

the spirit of the Bucket regattas. The selection is subjective, but 

considers sportsmanship, safe seamanship, best hospitality and 

overall contribution to the event. 

Perini Navi Cup  

Perini Navi yacht with the best combined result.

Daily 1st place trophies will be awarded to all classes on each of  

the race days.
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Blue Too (ex-Charlatan) Ketch 33.8m/111ft
Design: Ron Holland. Build: Alloy Yachts – 1999 (2008)

Built originally as Charlatan by Alloy Yachts to a Ron Holland design 

for an owner commissioning his 11th build, she became Blue Too 

with a change of ownership in 2011, three years after a major refit 

at Pendennis. In both lives she has sailed and scored well at the 

superyacht regattas, pulling a 4th and 3rd in class in 2013/14 at 

the Bucket and last summer took 5th overall and 3rd in class at the 

Superyacht Cup Palma. She’ll be looking to improve on that bronze.

Bequia Yawl 27.5m/91ft
Design: Stephens, Waring & White. Build: Brooklin – 2009 

Her sailplan and douglas fir construction might lead to thoughts 

of long-ago provenance, but Bequia is a very modern yacht and 

that yawl configuration sits on Southern Spars carbon. A frequent 

Bucketeer, for a while she raced mid-fleet, but she’s gathering pace 

and in the last two regattas has sailed each time to 2nd in class. With 

a 1,1 she looked set to scoop Les Mademoiselles, but a slip to 6th set 

her back to 2nd again in 2015. So she’s back, and hunting.

Cavallo (ex-Canica) Sloop 43m/141ft 
Design: Judel/Vrolijk. Build: Baltic Yachts – 2003 (2011)

This early light-displacement challenger from Baltic enjoyed an 

extensive update in 2011 prior to her life change last year, when she 

took off to sail round the world. Before leaving, she guested at the 

Loro Piana BVI, but this is her first major regatta as Cavallo. Light, 

lean and mean in the best Baltic style, she is sailed well and, sitting 

tidily within the ORCsy handicapping structure, she has an interesting 

benchmark in fellow Baltic competitor Visione. 

Clan VIII Sloop 45m/148ft
Design: Ron Holland/Perini Navi. Build: Perini Navi – 2011 

Having appeared on the racing scene only in 2014, Clan VIII is now 

back in St Barths for her second challenge. With a keen owner and 

fit crew she made a good start, holding mid-class in both last year’s 

Bucket and subsequent Loro Piana Porto Cervo gathering. Then 

finding their feet, the crew upped their game to take 2nd in a class of 

nine and 3rd overall at the Palma Superyacht Cup. Will Clan VIII keep 

this form running? We’ll see.

Emmaline (ex-Christoffel’s Lighthouse/Carl Linne) 
Sloop 32.4m/106ft

Design: Dykstra. Build: Holland Jachtbouw – 2003 

In new hands since 2014, Emmaline may come to St Barths as a 

Bucket fresher, but she brings the promise of charm and a fair turn 

of speed. Her lines follow the visual style of 19th Century pilot cutters 

and America’s Cup contenders such as Puritan and Genesta, but her 

rig and naval architecture are all good, modern Dykstra. That means 

fast and practical for racing and cruising.

Bella Ragazza (ex-Gimla/Drumbeg) Sloop 
43m/141ft Design: Dubois. Build: Vitters – 2004

Last year at St Barths, Bella Ragazza sailed her first regatta in new 

ownership and the bug has evidently bitten. She’s back and will be 

hoping to climb the scoreboard now her crew are more familiar with 

her. Last time she found a pace boat in sistership Koo, swapping 

places in each race, but coming out ahead. This time she’s alone… 

but that’s not quite true. In the Bucket the fleet might be big, but so, 

too, is the party. With the name Bella Ragazza, that will happen!

ST BARTHS BUCKET

PREVIEW

P
h

o
to

s
: A

 A
n

d
re

w
s,

 C
 B

o
rl

e
n

g
h

i,
 B

 B
la

c
k

, J
 B

ro
w

n



S U P E R S A I L  W O R L D  2 3  A P R I L- J U N E  2 0 1 6

Ganesha Sloop 46m/149ft
Design: Dubois. Build: Vitters – 2014 

Last year was Ganesha’s first full dual season of Caribbean 

and Mediterranean events and she proved the strength of her 

commission: to provide elegant yet featherweight cruising with full 

race circuit potential. She began with a 5th in the Loro Piana BVI, then 

a 4th in the Bucket 2015 before heading back to Europe to take 2nd 

twice in Porto Cervo’s Loro Piana and the Superyacht Cup Palma. 

Between times she took 1st in the Dubois Cup. Keep watching!

Galateia Sloop 30.5m/100ft
Design: Reichel Pugh. Build: Green Marine – 2015 

Launched just last October, Galateia is Green Marine’s second 

Wallycento after Magic Carpet3. The principle of the class is to enjoy 

the pace of top racing, but with owner-drivers. And they are designed 

to cruise, too. Using lessons learned about foil shape, reducing 

windage and structural design, Galateia leads the second generation 

of this class. She cruised the Caribbean season and is ready for her 

first regatta outing. Come the summer she’ll join the Wally fleet. 

Genevieve (ex-Atlanta) Sloop 36.9m/121ft
Design: Dubois. Build: Alloy Yachts – 1996 (2010/2015)

Not long out of an extensive refit, the third in two decades, Genevieve 

sails into St Barths with a long Bucket history. Her best ranking to 

date was 2nd in 2011. In the Med in 2013, though, she captured the 

Dubois Cup, sailing the series not just well, but in a relaxed manner 

with just family and friends aboard. Re-emerging now, refreshed and 

ready for the next phase of her life, Genevieve will be hoping that 

muscle memory kicks back in to keep her on the leaderboard.

Hetairos Ketch 67m/221ft
Design: Dykstra/Reichel Pugh. Build: Baltic Yachts – 2011 

The biggest boat in the Bucket, the giant, all-carbon Panamax 

ketch Hetairos is a guaranteed crowd-puller. And that applies to 

crew as much as onlookers. While general sailing requires ten crew, 

racing calls for 40. With her rig standing 62m/203ft, and carrying 

4,400m2/47,360ft2 of sail, she is a challenging boat to race round the 

cans, faring better on longer courses like the Caribbean 600 where 

she has taken honours. Whatever happens here will be thrilling.

Hyperion Sloop 47.4m/156ft
Design: Frers. Build: Royal Huisman – 1998

When built, Hyperion laid claim to be the ‘world’s largest sloop’ with 

a 59m/193ft single-piece carbon mast. She was packed full of firsts  

and sported, for the times, extraordinary technology. This was not 

such a surprise, though, as she was commissioned by tech maestro 

Jim Clark before he moved on to Hanuman et al. In later hands she 

has been updated and refreshed, losing none of the pioneering spirit. 

She sails with a long-term, well-oiled crew, so is still one to watch.

Freya Sloop 27.7m/92ft
Design: Frers. Build: Nautor’s Swan – 2012 

In the four years since her launch, Freya has regularly raced the 

superyacht circuit. Top performances include the 2014 Loro Piana 

in the BVI with a 1st, but since then she has stuck on 3rd placings in 

each edition of that same event and the Bucket last year, and also this 

January’s Superyacht Challenge Antigua. Yet that last is impressive 

as she had only the greyhounds Nilaya and Visione in front of her. 

Here at the Bucket, too, if sharing the same class, gloves will be off.
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Lady B Sloop 45m/147ft 

Design: Dubois. Build: Vitters – 2010 

Back for a sixth bash at the Bucket, Lady B’s commissioning owners 

didn’t set out to race when first laying plans for a fast, go-anywhere 

cruiser. But they soon found the thrill and enjoy sharing that 

excitement with friends on board at each regatta. Results are mixed, 

but in 2012 the seasoned race crew aboard secured class honours 

ahead of a strong division. And they did it in style – after all, Lady B 

was a winner in the 2011 World Superyacht Awards. 

Meteor Schooner 52m/169ft
Design: Dykstra. Build: Royal Huisman – 2007 

A one-time winner and always a serious player, Meteor presents the 

perfect picture of schooner sailing, with her enormous crew sweating 

the lines hunkered inboard of majestic bulwarks. And, of course, she 

has that all-important water-slicing grace made more sublime by 

her clipper bow and long sprit. But she’s certainly not old fashioned; 

her rig is carbon with spars from Huisman’s deck-mate Rondal and 

hydraulics aplenty. A spectacle for all.

Nilaya Sloop 34.1m/113ft
Design: Reichel Pugh/Nauta. Build: Baltic Yachts – 2010 

The is one of the most successful boats on the superyacht circuit. 

A tally of 1sts, encompassing Maxi Worlds, Voiles de Saint Tropez, 

Superyacht Cup, Loro Piana and, naturally, St Barths Bucket. Nilaya 

did the Bucket last in 2014 after which she went offline for a refit with 

Baltic to go cruising. This included the installation of a new cabin, new 

generators and upgrades to the hydraulic system. Now she’s back 

and started the year by winning the Superyacht Challenge.

P2 Sloop 38m/125ft
Design: Briand. Build: Perini Navi – 2008 

The P2 story is one of the breaking of Perini Navi tradition to create a 

racier, faster, more manoeuvrable yacht for an existing owner intent 

on more thrills. Briand was brought in to design her, creating a sleek 

boat half the weight of a typical Perini and twice as nimble. She sails 

with a polished pro crew, frequently finding the podium, although the 

more recent launches are now proving a greater challenge. Last year 

she notched 3rd behind Visione and Inoui. 

Ohana Sloop 49.7m/163ft
Design: Dubois. Build: Fitzroy – 2012

Back for her second Bucket after placing mid-fleet in 2014, Ohana 

presents quite a profile with a beautiful sheerline to her evolved 

Dubois flybridge design. She was Dubois’s eighth boat from the now 

defunct New Zealand yard Fitzroy Yachts. Her finish, from livery 

detailing to light oak interior developed jointly by owner and yard, 

makes you wish the yard was still going. Starting life with a long cruise 

to the Caribbean, last year she was in the Med for the Dubois Cup.

Inoui Sloop 33m/108ft 
Design: Briand. Build: Vitters/Green Marine – 2014 

The green machine from Green Marine, this is a boat no one can 

miss. The vibrant colour scheme screams modernity, but there’s a 

timelessness, too, to Briand’s moderate beam, low freeboard and 

accentuated sheerline. It can also be seen in the deckhouse and 

semi-automated systems. She has been climbing the leaderboard, 

culminating last year in a 1st at the Superyacht Cup Palma, after an 

impressive 2nd at the Bucket behind express train Visione. 
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Rebecca Ketch 42m/139ft 
Design: Frers. Build: Pendennis – 1999/2013

Rebecca has always turned heads, her beautiful, tall, rising bow, 

sweeping sheerline and long overhanging stern sending observers 

into raptures even before they look up at the towering twin masts. 

Seemingly ever present on the circuit, she went back to Pendennis 

for a major refit in 2013, emerging with everything upgraded, from 

comms to hydraulics and rigging. She sails with a team of heavies 

adding to an already strong crew, so she’s one to watch and enjoy.

Ranger Sloop 46.1m/152ft
Design: Burgess/Stephens/Scanu/Reichel Pugh.  

Build: Danish Yachts – 2003 

The first of the J new-builds and, until Topaz launched, the biggest. 

Easy to spot with her distinctive snubbed, barrel bow, she has 

campaigned non-stop since her launch with frequent upgrades and 

optimisation. Unlike the other new Js she has a steel hull, as the 

originals did, but with that comes the handicap of weight. Her Bucket 

history is mixed, but includes class and overall victory.

Rosehearty Ketch 56m/184ft
Design: Ron Holland/Perini Navi. Build: Perini Navi – 2006

In her all-white livery, Rosehearty is a rare bird among the almost 

ubiquitous navy blue hulls of the Perini Navi fleet. Originally 

commissioned and owned by media magnate Rupert Murdoch, 

Rosehearty was sold to her current owner in 2014. Her interior is 

by Christian Liaigre. Returning for a second bash at the Bucket, 

Rosehearty has a tough challenge ahead as last year she placed 2nd 

in class. One better would be fine!

Samurai (ex-Mari-Cha IV) Ketch 42.3m/140ft 

Design: Briand. Build: JMV Industries/Huisfit (Royal Huisman) 

– 2003 (2015)

A warrior with extreme pedigree, Samurai was launched as Mari-Cha 

IV, the carbon rocket that took a load of records. She has reappeared 

as a high-performance cruiser after an extensive refit completed 

last October at Huisfit. They fitted a new lightweight interior and a 

complete new deck plan, including deckhouse and cockpit. She will 

be racing in the Loro Piana before the Bucket. All eyes will be on her.

Perseus^3 Sloop 60m/197ft 
Design: Briand. Build: Perini Navi – 2014 

She may look familiar as a Perini Navi flybridge yacht, but don’t be 

fooled. Perseus^3 is very different from earlier siblings. Optimised for 

racing, she has pacier hull lines, twin rudders and a broad stern, plus 

radically upgraded furling and winching. Her clearcoat carbon mast 

ranks the world’s third highest and her Doyle A2 is the world’s biggest 

sail at 2,600m2/27,990ft2. She is quite extraordinary. She had her 

first race last year, but this is her first Bucket. 

ST BARTHS BUCKET

PREVIEW

Seahawk Ketch 60m/197ft
Design: Ron Holland/Perini Navi. Build: Perini Navi – 2013 

The first of Perini Navi’s 60m line, Seahawk introduced not just a 

step up in size from the previous 56m flagship, but a significant leap 

forward in Perini’s own-engineered sail handling systems. These are 

now appearing across the range. She came, too, with sleeker lines 

and lighter weight and instantly proved her potential, taking 2nd in 

class in her second ever regatta, the 2013 Bucket. She has yet to 

equal that. This third visit to St Barths provides the chance.
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Tenaz (ex-Mamamouchi) Sloop 39m/127.9ft 

Design: Dubois. Build: Pendennis – 1996 (2005/2009) 

Unmistakably Dubois, Tenaz is another yacht defying her years 

through constant updating. The last refit in 2009, a six-month affair 

after a long family world cruise, was ordered to reinstate her to 

better than new. From the accolades that followed, it seems this was 

achieved. Tenaz is not a regular on the racing circuit, but has sailed in 

events both here and in the Med, and started the year with a warning 

shot. She scooped 1st in class in the Superyacht Challenge Antigua. 

Silencio (ex-Perseus) Ketch 50m/164ft
Design: Ron Holland/Perini Navi. Build: Perini Navi – 2001

Not long back from an extended Pacific cruise, Silencio sails into 

St Barths for the third Bucket regatta since her name change. As 

Perseus she frequently raced the event with mixed results, but since 

changing ownership in 2013 she has climbed from 10th to 3rd in her 

Grand Dames class. Her last Bucket was in 2014 and, with a worthy 

7,2,1 indicating potential, Silencio’s owner, captain and crew will be 

keen to build on this. Always watch the quiet ones!

Topaz Sloop 42.7m/141ft
Design: Paine/Hoek. Build: Bloemsma/Holland Jachtbouw – 2015 

This newest of the J Class is racing her first regatta so will be in sharp 

focus. Launched last June, she is an exceptional looker and succeeds 

Ranger as the biggest J afloat. She has the longest waterline length 

of all Js ever designed. Yet as her lines-updater André Hoek explains, 

she has the smallest ever wetted area and highest keel aspect ratio. 

The structure is also newly optimised to minimise headstay sag, and 

Hoek describes her build quality as ‘absolutely stunning’.  

Unfurled Sloop 46m/151ft
Design: Frers. Build: Vitters – 2015 

A high-performance aluminium cruiser delivered just this January, 

the new Unfurled reflects the increasing move towards cruiser-racing. 

Using new technologies she features an uncompromised interior and, 

beneath the foredeck, two unique sail stowage drums making light of 

the enormous code sails. In the cockpit there are tilting foot platforms 

for comfort at the wheel when the boat is heeled; underwater, 

retractable propulsion pods. On the water? We’ll be watching.

Varsovie Sloop 30m/100ft
Design: Frers. Build: Nautor’s Swan – 2008 

Commissioned to cruise and race on both sides of the Atlantic, Swan 

100 Varsovie is her owner-driver’s third Swan since he first raced his 

Swan 39 in 1984. Despite the increase in size and number of crew 

needed, Varsovie is sailed by friends and amateurs only. No pros and 

no stripping down, but despite the weight she sails very competitively 

in all but the lightest airs. A regular visitor to St Barths, she will be 

wanting to improve on last year’s placing. 

ST BARTHS BUCKET

PREVIEW

Surama (ex-William Tai) Ketch 41m/134ft
Design: Fontaine/Hood. Build: Royal Huisman – 1997 (2009/2011)

An elegant, stepped pilothouse design, Surama has maintained her 

grace and finish, enjoying two major refits at Royal Huisman. That she 

was among the 2010 World Superyacht finalists says much 13 years 

after her launch. This is her first Bucket outing since the new owner 

bought her in 2014. As William Tai she occasionally raced here, but 

never higher than mid-fleet. With one interpretation of Surama being 

‘very pleasing’, a touch of success might be the icing on the cake.
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Windfall Sloop 29m/94ft 
Design: Reichel Pugh. Build: Southern Wind – 2013

Lightning fast is how carbon builder Southern Wind describes 

Windfall, the second of its SW 94 semi-custom series. Reckoned 

sportier than her siblings, there is no doubt that Windfall is quick. She 

hit 26 knots on delivery to the Med from South Africa, and last 

December, after an earlier 1st place in the Rolex Maxi Worlds, she 

took 2nd in the RORC Transatlantic Race, completing the event in just 

12d 7h. The crew now will be busy polishing their short-leg tactics.

Velsheda Sloop 39.4m/129ft
Design: CE Nicholson. Build: Camper & Nicholsons – 1933 

Perhaps the hardest campaigned of all J Class boats afloat, Velsheda 

champions the rights of the elderly over the young with frequent wins 

everywhere from St Barths to St Tropez. Last summer in the UK she 

stormed the Royal Yacht Squadron Bicentenary International Regatta 

with a 1st over Lionheart and Ranger in all three races. Despite her 

comparatively heavy steel hull, she tends to fare better in lighter 

winds, and her seasoned crew continue to extract the best from her. 

Wisp Sloop 48m/156ft
Design: Hoek. Build: Royal Huisman – 2014 

A splendid recent Hoek/Huisman creation, Wisp arrives without 

history. Defined by her builder as a fine example of revival naval 

architecture, she’s also a model of modern design. From her raked 

spoon bow to her long counter she presents one image, then with the 

Hoek magic of optimised lines and structural form she’s assured of 

good performance and should be easily handled. The cutter rig helps 

with this and on the racecourse, however she does, it will be in style.

Visione Sloop 45m/147ft 
Design: Reichel Pugh. Build: Baltic Yachts – 2002

Visione is still an exciting yacht. An early lightweight carbon flyer from 

Baltic Yachts, she was one of the first boats kitted out for luxurious 

cruising yet topping 30 knots in boat speed. She has been seen at 

most of the top line regattas, with varying success, and between 

times she has been back into Baltic for extensive refit and optimising. 

She notched a 2nd in the Superyacht Challenge Antigua, but in St 

Barths she’ll be looking to repeat last year’s 1st in the Gazelles.

Zenji (ex-Santa Maria) Ketch 184ft/56m 

Design: Ron Holland/Perini Navi. Build: Perini Navi – 2004

A fine example of Perini Navi’s signature 56m line, Zenji is one of the 

most regular attendees at St Barths. She had a change of ownership 

in 2013 and the tradition continues. Last year Zenji had her best 

placing yet, 3rd in the Grand Dames class, a major improvement on 

the previous 5th and 8th. These original-style Perinis will never be the 

nimblest in manoeuvres, but with every wasted second costing more 

than a boat length, it’s easy to see where gains can be made or lost. 

ST BARTHS BUCKET

PREVIEW
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

SARISSA
THE 43M/141FT TRIPP SUPERYACHT SARISSA HAS BEEN 

      EXPLORING REMOTE PARTS OF FRENCH POLYNESIA AND 

              INDONESIA. HER SKIPPER GREGORY MONKS EXPLAINS
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acific blue skies, pacific blue ocean, scattered 

white clouds. The seas are calm, the breeze light 

and warm. In the distance, the underside of the 

clouds have taken on a subtle turquoise colour. 

The low-lying atolls to which we are headed are not 

visible on the horizon, but are showing as 

reflections on the clouds – the bright waters 

beneath reflecting to the skies above. 

No matter how much offshore ocean sailing we 

do, it always comes as a relief to fix the boat’s 

position visually. Of course, with all our modern 

navigation technology, we have an easy time of it 

compared with navigators of the past. I can’t 

imagine how those sailors would have felt when they got it right.

We are in the Tuamotus, French Polynesia, and sailing aboard Sarissa,  

a 43m/141ft Tripp-designed performance cruising sloop. Built exclusively 

from carbon fibre and launched in 2011 by Vitters Shipyard, Sarissa has 

been exploring the world’s oceans ever since.

Having spent most of her time off the beaten track Sarissa, with her 

guests and six crew, has been enjoying some of the best that the South 

Pacific, Australasia and Asia have to offer. From the rich open oceans to 

wild uncharted atolls, Sarissa has explored some of the most isolated and 

exciting cruising areas of the world. 

The northern entrance to the vast atoll of Fakarava is wide and deep. 

Nonetheless, we plan our arrival with a degree of caution, reaching it at 

slack water. The tidal range in this remote part of the South Pacific is quite 

small, about 1m, but the relatively narrow entrances to these huge atolls 

make getting in and out tricky at mid-tide. 

The warm Pacific waters streaming out of the lagoon at speeds of up to 

eight knots mean it’s important to watch both tides and weather when 

transiting. This also has to be balanced with good daylight as many passes 

in this area are not adequately surveyed. The northern pass of Fakarava is 

the only one in the Tuamotus I would consider transiting at night. 

From the rich open oceans to 

wild uncharted atolls, Sarissa 

has explored some the most 

isolated areas of the world

Above: the Tripp- 

designed, Vitters-built 

Sarissa is a carbon fibre 

superyacht for long-term 

cruising. Left: paddle 

boarding in remote 

Kauehi. Opposite: that’s 

what park avenue booms 

are for! Opening spread: 

Sarissa at anchor in 

Wayag, Raja Ampat

P
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The first thing that strikes you when approaching these low atolls is that 

they appear to be floating above the horizon, the green canopy of coconut 

trees shimmering over a warm sea. Fakarava, along with Rangiroa, is the 

most developed of the Tuamotus, both with reliable flight connections to 

Papeete in Tahiti. Diving is big here, with amazing underwater encounters. 

Anchoring a stone’s throw away from the airport in Fakarava, we greet 

our guests and head south within the lagoon, navigating our way along the 

small eastern channel. Charts cannot be relied upon for safe navigation 

here. But our deckhand aloft does a great job of guiding us around the 

isolated shallows and bombies dotted randomly throughout the channel. 

Our anchorage at the southern end of the lagoon is incredible, the 

waters crystal clear and full of life. Swimming is safe, but you do need to be 

cautious and use a little common sense. White tip and black tip reef sharks 

circle the boat, curious of the giant shape that has arrived in their habitat. 

The southern pass of Fakarava is one of the world’s best dives and is 

totally unspoiled. We see more than 100 grey reef sharks swimming among 

fascinating live coral and a thriving eco system. The weather is light and the 

skies are clear as the moon rises above the Pacific. 

We head back to the pass for a night snorkel within the shallows. The 

underwater world, full of life and strange creatures brightened by the moon 

and the unnatural light of our dive torches. Experiences like this are rare 

and very much the reward for all the effort taken in reaching such places.

With a strong motivation to explore the more remote atolls of the 

Tuamotus, we head 40nm east to the atoll of Kauehi. The pass is well 



We have only walked a few metres 

into the thick coconut forest 

undergrowth when we are faced 

with a thriving coconut crab habitat

charted, shallowing to 10m and, picking the start of the ebb tide, is easy to 

navigate through. There is one small village on the ring of low-lying land 

that makes up Kauehi. 

Tucked up on the north-eastern corner, the well-surveyed stretch of 

water that crosses the atoll diagonally makes life easy for us. We are the 

first cruising yacht to visit in six months – the only other visiting vessels 

being the regular supply boats bringing food and provisions from Tahiti. 

We pass an extremely pleasant day at the village, exploring the quiet 

streets on foot and spending the afternoon larking around with the children 

on the village’s beautiful beach.

Tahanea, an atoll 70nm sail to the south looks enticing. Very little of the 

lagoon has been surveyed, always a good sign that it will be pretty much 

empty of any other boats. The landscape is much the same from atoll to 

atoll: a low island, covered with coconut trees and fringed with coral reefs 

and incredible white sand beaches. 

And home to huge coconut crabs. Properly off the chart, after dark we 

head ashore in the tender armed with head torches and reef shoes. We 

have only walked a few metres into the thick coconut forest undergrowth 

when suddenly we are faced with a thriving coconut crab habitat. Exactly 

what we’d come to find and the kids are delighted!

On a fast sail north to the atoll of Toau, one of our fishing lines bursts 

into life. Exhausted and full of adrenalin from the epic battle that ensues, 

the owner is in our tender, hauling a 120kg marlin out of the water and into 

the small boat to cheers from the rest of us on Sarissa. 
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Above: the children of the 

Lau Group Island chain. 

Left: a huge coconut crab 

on the atoll of Tahanea



Spear fishing in 

the South Pacific is 

considered to be the 

best in the world



The fish is just too big for us to land on the boat and the conditions too 

rough to use the lowered swim platform. Our unexpected catch means we 

are now behind schedule and face a torrent of water rushing out through 

the eastern pass of Toau on our arrival. 

With the outgoing current forcing its way out of the protected lagoon 

and into strong opposing winds, the seas are enormous. Huge standing 

waves block our entry into the calm lagoon, just 200m further on. With 

fading light, we change plan and head back to Fakarava and to a pass we 

know is safe. Anchored safely again, the giant fish is filleted with some 

going to the galley for supper and the rest going ashore for the locals. 

THE L AU GROUP, FIJI
We clear into Fiji at Savusavu, a small port town on the island of Vanua 

Levu. The crew are still on a high from swimming with giant humpbacks 

after a quick stop in Tonga on the way from Tahiti. 

We are here to provision and prepare for a trip in the remote Lau Group 

which lies to the east of Fiji, a long way from the tourist hub of Viti Levu. The 

island chain is an upwind sail from the main port of entry of Suva, which 

goes some way to putting off visiting yachtsmen. All the better for us.

In light conditions we arrive at the entrance to the surrounding reefs of 

the island of Vanuabalavu. With the engineer at the top of the mast, we 

navigate along the coast and into a large protected bay to the north of the 

island – a perfect spot to rendezvous with the seaplane flying in our guests. 

Exploring the islands of Fiji is a great pleasure, not only for the incredible 

waters, pristine white sandy beaches and tropical paradise islands, but 

because the Fijians are so warm and welcoming. Most of the islands we visit 

in the Northern Lau Group are inhabited by small communities of not much 

more than 150 people.

It is customary to visit the local chief of each village to request 

permission to explore their land and waters. Bearing gifts of kava for the 

chief, we walk to the nearby village and are welcomed by cheerful greetings 

of “Bula!” and a procession of excitable children who guide us to the elders. 

The meeting with the chief is all done within a ceremony called 

sevusevu. The elders of the village will sit cross-legged on a mat on the 

floor, either in one of the bigger houses or simply outside under a makeshift 

sun awning. We are all welcomed to sit and everyone greets one another, 

shaking hands and making friendly eye contact.  

The sevusevu is conducted in Fijian with a translator from the village on 

hand to help us converse. He speaks for five minutes, each one of us 

listening intently to the Fijian blessings he offers us. With a clap of clasped 

hands and a unanimous “Bula!” we are officially welcomed into the village.  

These islands are incredibly remote. The fishing and diving are some of 

the best we’ve experienced. These are the kind of waters where you need to 

be quick with retrieving your catch or a hungry shark will beat you to it, the 

kind of islands where it feels as if you’ve stepped back in time 100 years. 

In the ten days we have cruised here, we don’t see any other yachts. 

This is our idea of cruising paradise. In a world that is increasingly crowded, 

these isolated and wild habitats are getting harder and harder to find. 

RAJA AMPAT, INDONESIA
Sorong is an interesting place, a backwater town that serves as the regional 

hub of West Papua in Indonesia. It isn’t a cruising destination in itself, but a 

necessary stop for any yacht wishing to cruise the magnificent Raja Ampat. 

This is a very remote part of Indonesia, away from the bustling 

westernised tourist areas, far off the beaten track and not easy to reach. 

Andy Shorten from the Lighthouse Consultancy is our lifeline in this area, 
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If there is such a thing as paradise 

on earth, this indeed must be it: 

untouched natural beauty 

Above: the Sarissa team 

with their monster catch. 

Left: village church on the 

remote atoll of Kauehi



Sarissa in the crystal waters of Kauehi atoll. 

Right: drone photo at a secret spot in Fiji

With a background in ocean sailing 

in large sailing yachts, Monks 

joined Sarissa as captain for the 

build at Vitters in 2011. This was 

his first command and he saw the 

yacht through a timely build and 

delivery. Leading a team of six 

crew, he stresses the importance 

of camaraderie and teamwork

SKIPPER
GREGORY MONKS

guiding us through all the processes involved with Customs and 

Immigration, cruising permits, provisioning and logistics. 

We’ve decided to explore the northern region of Raja Ampat. Consisting 

of 610 islands, this area is vastly beautiful and totally untouched. The island 

of Arborek is our first stop, or rather the manta cleaning station 1.5nm south. 

The diving here is amazing: full-size manta rays congregating in crystal 

clear water adjacent to some of the most pristine reefs in the world. It’s not 

a difficult dive, in fact it’s more a case of relaxing on the sandy bottom, and 

sitting back and watching the spectacle of these magnificent creatures play 

out before your eyes. Extraordinary. 

Sailing in areas that have not been adequately surveyed is not new to us. 

Often, with a crewmember at the top of our 56m/184ft mast, we make our 

way gingerly. Moving around between 1100 and 1500 and having a lookout 

posted aloft, we make the best of what can be tricky navigation. 

At this time of the day with the sun high overhead, the waters of Raja 

Ampat make it easy for us to spot any shallow reefs, isolated in otherwise 

deep blue. With a draught of 6.2m/20ft 4in with the keel down, we need to 

remain vigilant. We can raise the keel to give us more of a safety margin and 

to gain access to shallower anchorages and ports, and reducing the 

draught to just 4m/13ft keel up can make all the difference.

An equatorial region, Raja Ampat or ‘The Four Kings’ is warm all year 

round. We are here in April, which is typically dry and offers lighter 

conditions, perfect for diving and relaxed cruising. 

Heading north from the incredible manta rays, we look forward to 

crossing the Equator. Normally the event is held during offshore passages 

for a privileged few; today we would enjoy sharing the ritual with our guests. 

In flat calm conditions, just 40m from the Equator we stop the boat to let all 

the guests jump in. It’s not every day you get the chance to complete a 

50m swim that includes swimming over the Equator.

The day ends in the picture perfect, deserted islands of Wayag.  

If there is such a thing as paradise on earth, this indeed must be it: 

untouched natural beauty and strictly protected by the regional 

national parks which should help preserve this special area for 

generations to come.
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NIKATA IS THE LATEST OF A BREED OF 100-120FT MULTI-ROLE YACHTS. 
SHE IS PERHAPS THE PUREST VERSION YET, SAYS TOBY HODGES
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his 35m/115ft carbon bullet launched from Baltic Yachts in Finland in the 

autumn. She sailed down to the Canaries, swiftly, where one day was made 

available to get some of these spectacular shots, before her crew made the 

3,000-mile crossing to Antigua in December. 

During an exhilarating transat she clocked 28.8 knots. “We were getting 

on for 400-mile days,” her skipper reports. She then went straight into her 

first regatta, the Superyacht Challenge, in January as a means of gearing 

up for the RORC Caribbean 600. 

THE 100-120F T CLUB 
If you think of cruiser-racers, generally more modest-sized yachts such as 

the Xs and Swans of recent decades come to mind. What we are now 

seeing in this latest breed of performance superyachts is the larger equivalent 

– a real trend of 30-36m/100-120ft composite builds that include some of 

the most performance-oriented super-cruisers yet. From what we have 

seen so far, Nikata strikes the dual-purpose balance perfectly.

In her first event, the Antigua Superyacht Challenge at the end of 

January, Nikata faced seasoned campaigner Nilaya. Filip Balcaen’s 

34m/112ft Nilaya is seen very much as an inspiration for this new 

cruiser-racer movement.

In between his cruising excursions, Balcaen has consistently won at the 

various big yacht events he has entered since the yacht’s launch six years 

ago. This achievement can be attributed to her slippery Reichel-Pugh/

Nauta design and Baltic build, plus a race crew that includes Bouwe 

Bekking and some of his Dutch Volvo Ocean Race crew. 

“Nilaya was a mould-breaker in that respect,” says MCM’s Nigel Ingram, 

There is a particular 

enjoyment in 

proving that the 

boat you cruise can 

also race as fast as 

it can be pushed
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project manager for both Nilaya and Nikata. She is the role model that 

proves an owner can enjoy both sailing disciplines without too much 

compromise. In the past few years there has been no shortage of new 

super-cruiser style carbon builds of similar size following suit. 

Composite specialists like Baltic, Vitters/Green Marine, Swan, Southern 

Wind and Wally have since produced some spectacular cruiser-racers 

–  Inukshuk, Inoui and WinWin. “These are genuine dual-purpose boats,” 

says Ingram. “Not all of them race and not all cruise like Nikata will. But the 

owners share a common love of the excitement of sailing a boat of this size.”

 

THE COMPETITIVE DRIVE
What is driving this new trend? Mario Pedol, the founder of Nauta Yachts, 

the Italian firm responsible for the styling of the majority of new yachts built 

at Baltic, uses Pier Luigi Loro Piana as an example of the evolution of 

cruiser-racer owners. 

Loro Piana’s various yachts called My Song over the past few decades 

range from 15m/50ft to 27m/90ft, and his latest, largest model yet is 

rumoured to be in build. “He didn’t come from a racing background, but he 

liked the aspect of both cruising with family and racing,” says Pedol. “Now if 

you look at the owners of this 100-120ft fleet, some are from racing 

backgrounds, but mainly they like performance cruising.” 

Nigel Ingram points to their modest size (for superyachts) as a key 

factor of the popularity of these yachts. 

“I do think that this is a very healthy development and these are the 

right size of boats. They are relatively easy to handle and not extravagantly 

budgeted. They are not in the captive winch range, but driven by hand and 

exciting to sail.”

“Also there are so many nice events for big boats now, which are good 

fun socially,” Pedol adds. 

The biggest single incentive, however, is that these owners “are 

successful businessmen and competitive by definition,” he says.

Quite why an owner would want to thrash his prized superyacht round  

a racecourse will puzzle many. But, as Ingram says, there is a particular 

enjoyment in proving that the boat you cruise can also race as fast as it  

can be pushed.  

The business end of the 

boat, the aft deck is where 

Nikata can be handled 

easily by minimal crew, who 

have separate access to 

their own accommodation 

aft, while guests have the 

substantial, uncluttered 

leisure cockpits
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TUNING UP NIK ATA
Nauta’s Mario Pedol explains that the performance level of Nikata 

increased as the project developed. Once Judel/Vrolijk was selected for the 

naval architecture, CFD calculations were performed on nine different hull 

shapes – “a good level of research for a cruiser-racer,” says Pedol. 

“They [Judel/Vrolijk] very much planted the seed for a performance-

oriented yacht,” Nigel Ingram agrees. Rolf Vrolijk compares Nikata’s hull 

shape to the new generation of 22m/72ft mini maxis. By this he means her 

relatively narrow wetted surface area and a low centre of gravity, bought by 

a 33-tonne bulb that draws almost 6m/20ft in its lowered state. The result 

is that Nikata has a stiff hull with the ability to set very generous sail area. 

The owner’s excitement then grew with his awareness of how much the 

yacht could be optimised for racing. “Later in the build stages, he was 

pushing to make sure race crew wouldn’t turn round and blame the boat or 

gear [for lack of performance],” says Ingram.

Pedol explains the attraction of building at Baltic Yachts: “Not only 

because they are very good at composite construction, but at being light at 

every single component of the boat – that’s where these guys really stand 

out.” He cites an example on the new Baltic 130 currently in build (due for 

launch this May), where the yard went to the lengths of making the cable 

trays out of carbon fibre, resulting in a 500kg saving.

Henry Hawkins, CEO of Baltic Yachts, admits that keeping weight down 

on Nikata was a real test. “Nikata’s interior to length ratio is very high,” he 

explains, “so to come in at 88 tonnes was a real challenge for us.” Where 

more race-oriented yachts such as Visione and WinWin have retractable 

props, the initial brief for Nikata was more cruising-oriented, says Hawkins, 

hence she has a fixed titanium prop shaft to ensure reliability. 

Nikata has a pre-preg carbon/corecell hull and deck, with foam-cored 

bulkheads and joiner work. Bulkheads and cabin modules are also mounted 

on insulators to protect against noise and vibration. Much research and 

development was invested in sound-deadening, with vibration reduced at 

source by redesigning machinery mounts. 

Hawkins also points to the variable-speed Fischer Panda gensets fitted: 

“It goes back to our constant desire to keep the boats quiet. Lots of cork is 

also used in the floorboards and non-structural bulkheads.” 

MODE-CHANGING FE ATURES
A dual-purpose yacht needs intelligent design, lightweight build and 

innovative deck features. Southern Spars designed a mast with a new type 

of removable masthead crane so that Nikata’s sailplan can be adapted to 

suit cruising or racing (see the Supersail Technology feature on page 66 for 

more detail). The pictures clearly show her sailing in both modes: short-

handed cruising and flat-out regatta racing in Antigua.

The detachable carbon crane can be fitted to the masthead for use of a 

single backstay with a traditional ‘pin-head’ style mainsail for cruising/

deliveries. Prior to a regatta the crane is removed and running backstays 

are rigged in conjunction with a powerful square-top main. “The objective 

Southern Spars designed an 

innovative masthead crane to allow 

for a pinhead cruising main (as here), 

plus twin deflectors for a racing 

square-top main with runners. “The 

deflector system gives you more 

opportunity to have a very safe mast,” 

says Nigel Ingram,“plenty of support, 

but flexible too for racing”

Nikata, with race crew aboard and 

sporting square-top race main for the 

Antigua SY Challenge
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“The objective for Nikata was for 

a maximum one-day change from 

cruising to racing mode”
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was for a maximum one-day change-out [from one mode to the other] and 

we worked very hard on that,” says Ingram. 

Nikata’s deck profile is kept meticulously clean. Just forward of the 

decidedly low-profile coachroof is a three-line barber system, designed to 

maintain efficient headsail trim. This hydraulically controlled set-up 

provides both fore and aft and inboard/outboard jib trimming. It’s a 

solution that instantly makes jib tracks look cumbersome and out-dated. 

The yacht also has furling headsail systems with torsional stays rather 

than foils, reports Ingram, so the forestay doesn’t need to be changed out 

for racing. “For racing we lose the inner jib, hank on the race genoa, lose the 

masthead crane and use two deflectors for the backstays,” her skipper 

explains, adding “plus we use the bowsprit.” 

IN THE FLESH
“She is a powerful boat in all configurations,” he reports, “pretty alive in the 

light stuff – we made 13 knots in 11 knots of breeze. And she loves a lot of 

heel. Judel/Vrolijk designed her with cranking her over in mind.” Nikata’s 

formidable aft beam provides a thrilling ride for the helmsman – “she’s 8m 

wide at the wheel, so it’s very high up!” 

During the Atlantic passage, she was pushed hard. When she hit 28.8 

knots surfing, it was under full main and the A3 in 25 knots of wind – a 

hearty shakedown cruise then.

The skipper says she doesn’t require much in the way of swell to help 

her plane, even when laden with cruising gear. “We hit 16-17 knots early on 

in our trip down from Finland… and 24-25 knots with one reef and the jib. 

The combination of a powerful traveller and a cruising jib on an inner stay 

helps make Nikata a manageable boat.”

Left: clean lines: note the tight 

headsail sheeting angle thanks to a 

three-line barber system. Below: a key 

feature on deck is the stern platform, 

designed by Nauta Yachts as a way to 

welcome guests in a grand manner. 

The teak-laid after deck hinges over 

to become the bathing platform, 

revealing a shallow staircase

“We hit 16-17 knots early on 

in our trip down from Finland 

... and 24-25 knots with one 

reef and the jib. But she’s a 

manageable boat”
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DIMENSIONS 

LOA 35.00m  114ft 10in

LWL 32.60m  106ft 12in

Beam 8.07m  26ft 6in

Draught 3.65/5.85m  11ft 12in/19ft 2in

Displacement  88,000kg  194,005lb

Mainsail  395m2  4,252ft2

Genoa  280m2  3,014ft2

Gennaker  940m2  10,118ft2

“She is a powerful boat in all configurations. And she loves a lot of heel”

Reliability is also crucial to the boat’s demanding schedule. “We have 

already done around 8,000 miles without any issues – including a regatta 

– with no major failures,” says the skipper. “It’s a testament to her build.” 

He also mentions another aspect that I must agree with – her knockout 

looks – which “turn pretty much every head” they pass. 

Nikata’s interior remains private. Consider the long glass panels each 

side of the companionway, and the coachroof and large hull ports, and you 

can begin to imagine the amount of natural light inside. Nauta has once 

again emphasised this aspect by using a light trim that includes bleached 

oak veneers and linen panels. 

The owner’s accommodation and a VIP guest cabin are located forward 

of the deck saloon, with two more guest cabins aft, along with quarters for 

five crew, a mess and large galley. Despite the strict attention to her build 

weight, room was found for six fridges, two freezers and a 200-bottle wine 

cellar – Nikata is a cruising yacht too, after all.  

A PROMISING FUTURE
“At the end of the [Antigua Superyacht Challenge] we were all absolutely 

thrilled with the boat and performance,” Nigel Ingram reports. “Obviously 

we were very much at the early end of the learning curve and up against the 

highly experienced Nilaya. So we were very pleased to be going faster than 

her by the last day.”

As we went to press Nikata could well be the first yacht to prove that the 

RORC Caribbean 600 can be completed rapidly yet in relative comfort. Pro 

navigator Mike Broughton will be aboard as part of the race crew trying to 

ensure the deep-keeled sloop gets round the twisty track quickly and safely.

When you consider that she is a potential monohull line-honours winner, 

yet one that can offer luxurious comfort for downtime cruising afterwards, 

it is no wonder this new breed of super cruiser-racers is the most exciting 

development to happen in the superyacht scene.
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YOUR GUESTS’ 
FIRST CONTACT 

WITH YOUR 
SUPERYACHT IS 

THE TENDER, SO 
IT MUST GIVE THE 

RIGHT IMPRESSION, 
SAYS JACK HAINES

hether you have spent millions on commissioning 

one or thousands on chartering one it is likely that 

your first contact with a superyacht will be the 

tender. As the mothership bobs majestically 

off the hook in a glittering cove the tender 

is dispatched to collect guests and so 

sets the tone for what they can expect of the main 

event. It must be luxurious, comfortable, exquisitely 

finished and – it almost goes with out saying – 

a thrill to set eyes on. 

The superyacht tender is also a 

workboat, a watersports platform 

and a toy for the owner and guests 

to enjoy. Here we run through 

the sexiest, coolest and most 

innovative of tenders. 
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Scorpion’s history is steeped in racing success and a particular skill in 

building rock-solid endurance RIBs, hence why a certain Sir Ben Ainslie 

has picked a Scorpion to chase his AC45 around. 

So breezing around Med hotspots in perfect weather shouldn’t 

prove too much trouble for the new 1080 Waterjet. 

Waterjets are an excellent match for tenders as they make for a 

shallower draught and are much safer if people are in the water around 

the boat. Performance is also strong, with a top speed of 40 knots and 

fast cruising range of over 400nm.

The 1080 is more of a rapid transport tender with the deck spaces 

dedicated to seating as many people as possible, though this can of 

course be amended depending on the owner’s wishes. 

Mothership QM of London

Length  10.40m/34ft 1in

Beam 3.10m/10ft 2in

Displacement 3.6 tonnes

Engines single Yanmar 480hp

Top speed 40 knots

Price ex VAT £139,540

Coolest feature retractable steps in bow for easy beach boarding

More info www.scorpionribs.com

Scorpion 1080 Waterjet

The boat that changed the way we think about superyacht tenders  

forever. The Wallytender proved that, although tenders had to be 

functional, they could also be achingly desirable and cutting-edge cool. 

The proof is in the numbers because Wally has sold over 90 units since 

its conception in 2001, somewhat astonishing when you consider that in 

this market being unique is king. 

As well as looking sensational – and being the subject of many copycat 

designs – the Wallytender is also a performance machine. Its combination 

of a lightweight composite and carbon fibre structure and a pair of 350hp 

Cummins diesels makes for a top speed of 37 knots and an impressive 

cruising range of 400nm at 30 knots. 

Mothership Fortunato among others

Length 13.60m/44ft 7in

Beam 4.30m/14ft 1in

Displacement 6.5 tonnes

Engines twin Cummins 350hp

Top speed 37 knots

Price ex VAT from €638,000

Coolest feature vertical bow and razor-sharp forefoot 

More info www.wally.com

Wallytender
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If exploration is your bag then the Sealegs 7.1m is the ultimate tender 

for intrepid adventures. Not only is it made from tough aluminium, but 

the unique Amphibious Enablement System (AES) means that the boat 

can do up to 15mph on land thanks to its three off-road wheels and a 

22hp Honda engine. 

So it can take you through almost anything to get to the most 

secluded beaches and when you get there you can deploy the wheels 

and storm them yourself. 

But don’t be fooled into thinking that the extra engine and  

wheeled appendages ruin the driving experience because, with a single 

150hp Evinrude outboard, the 7.1m will top 40 knots and is a true 

delight to handle. 

Mothership Phoenix 2

Length    7.13m/23ft 5in (wheels up)

Beam 2.61m/8ft 7in

Displacement 1.4 tonnes

Engines single Evinrude 150hp 

Top speed 42 knots

Price ex VAT £112,000

Coolest feature need we spell it out?

More info www.sealegsrecreational.com  

Sealegs 7.1m

Alen 55

Designed as a chase boat for the 

Norman Foster/Perini Navi supersailing 

yacht Panthalassa, the Alen 55 was 

designed in conjunction with the 

architecture powerhouse Foster and 

Partners.

The hull echoes the shape of war-era 

torpedo vessels and the deck design is 

both practical, with deep, safe walkways 

down each side, and well equipped for 

socialising and relaxing thanks to a 

plethora of seating space and sunpads. 

If overnight stays in shallower waters 

are out of reach for the mothership then 

the choice of either one or two cabins 

below decks means that the owner and 

a small number of guests don’t have to 

miss out. 

A pair of Volvo Penta 800hp engines 

guarantee rapid progress and a top 

speed of 35 knots.

Mothership Panthalassa 

Length 16.80m/55ft 1in

Beam 4.80m/15ft 9in

Displacement 21 tonnes

Engines twin Volvo Penta 

 800hp

Top speed 35 knots

Price ex VAT €1.09m

Coolest feature beautiful, two-cabin  

 interior

More info www.alenyacht.com
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From the drawing board of Ed Dubois – and tender to a 328ft/100m 

sailing yacht currently in build – the 16.1m is a rather special machine. 

Despite a brief that the boat had to fit within the tender garage of 

the mothership, the yard has produced a tender with fantastic deck space 

and a chic interior that can be configured in any way the owner wishes.

Liberal use of carbon fibre in the build keeps weight low and 

performance high with a 43-knot top speed. There is the option to have 

triple engines, as opposed to the standard twins, for the real speed freaks. 

The boat is dripping with cool details, but the minimalist T-top, 

bathing steps and folding bulwarks aft stand out. 

Mothership in build

Length 16.10m/52ft 10in

Beam 4.10m/13ft 5in

Displacement 10.5 tonnes

Engines various options up to 1,040hp 

Top speed 43 knots

Price ex VAT €1.3m

Coolest feature folding bulwarks increase cockpit size in an instant

More info www.xtenders.com

Xtenders 16.1m 



Hailing from Ohlsdorf in Austria, Frauscher’s boats are at the forefront 

of boatbuilding technology. The yard has a range of pure electric boats 

and has even built a prototype that runs on hydrogen. 

At the other end of the spectrum lies the 747 Mirage, which is 

capable of 56 knots with the largest 430hp Mercruiser petrol engine. 

The Harry Miesbauer hull is sharper than a butcher’s blade and 

features a single step to increase efficiency and improve running attitude. 

Though it may not be the most practical tender, it more than makes 

up for it with the visual punch delivered by its low-slung lines and 

minimalist cool. 

The hull is designed to cover big distances fast and it is the perfect 

watersports tool thanks to its open transom and low sunpad. Plus, at a 

whisker under 25ft/7.6m it is compact enough to stow on larger yachts.

Mothership Ronin

Length 7.47m/24ft 6in

Beam 2.50m/8ft 2in

Displacement 1.9 tonnes

Engines single petrol or diesel up to 480hp

Top speed 56 knots

Price ex VAT from €121,800

Coolest feature super-sharp stepped hull and 56-knot top speed

More info www.frauscherboats.com

Frauscher 747 Mirage Air
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Oxfordshire-based Williams is, by volume, the largest boat 

manufacturer in the UK and the go-to brand for stowable tenders. The 

amount of customisation is almost limitless. From colours to tube style, 

fit-out and accessories all are totally bespoke, allowing owners to make 

their mark and create a tender that perfectly accents the mothership. 

The introduction of the Dieseljet range meant owners only needed 

one type of fuel on board the mothership without compromising 

performance. Top speed with the 110hp Yanmar diesel is 35 knots.

Despite the sheer number of units that Williams produces, founding 

brothers Matt and John have a fanatical eye for detail and quality, 

ensuring the products feel every bit as special as the yachts themselves. 

Mothership Black Legend

Length 5.01m/16ft 5in

Beam 2.01m/6ft 7in

Displacement 0.88 tonnes

Engines single Yanmar 110hp

Top speed 35 knots

Price ex VAT from £50,743

Coolest feature the sheer amount of customisation on offer

More info www.williamsjettenders.com 

Williams 505 Dieseljet

Launched just before last year’s Monaco Yacht Show, the 10.5m Limo 

from Maine-based yard Hodgdon was built to exhibit the very best that 

the oldest boatbuilder in the US can do. 

Originating during the era of clipper ships Hodgdon is now building 

some of the most technologically advanced and immaculately built 

tenders on the market. 

The 10.5m was designed by renowned architect Michael Peters and 

its most outstanding feature (from the outside at least) is the ice blue 

hull colour. Inside there is comfortable seating for up to 11 guests 

within the air-conditioned saloon, but the roof also lifts hydraulically to 

deliver standing headroom and natural ventilation. 

A single Volvo Penta 370hp diesel motor on a sterndrive propels 

the 10.5m to a top speed of 36 knots.

Mothership n/a

Length 10.5m/34ft 5in

Beam 9.90m/32ft 6in

Displacement 5.1 tonnes

Engines single Volvo Penta 370hp

Top speed 36 knots

Price on application

Coolest feature hydraulic hardtop that lifts to give full  

 standing headroom

More info www.hodgdonyachts.com

Hodgdon 10.5m Limousine
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Built by Cantiere Savona in Sardinia, the yard reportedly crowdfunded 

over €350,000 to produce the first 33, a tender with a green 

conscience. Eco-friendly construction, solar panels and an optional 

hybrid drive all feed into the mantra.

As well as saving fuel, the hybrid drive also allows the Luxi (meaning 

light) to run for 15nm at seven knots purely on the electric motor, the 

perfect distance for a shore to ship transfer, allowing you to transport 

guests in blissful peace. 

If you would rather save time than save the planet there is the option 

to fit a pair of 320hp motors, which push the 33 to a top speed of 40 knots. 

There are three styles available: an Open, a T-top and a Coupé. 

Mother ship n/a

Length 10.0m/32ft 10in

Beam 3.29m/10ft 9in

Displacement 4.2 tonnes

Engines Volvo Penta diesel/electric hybrid  

 170hp up to twin 320hp

Top speed 40 knots (7 knots on electric motor)

Price ex VAT from €190,000

Coolest feature the ability to travel in total silence 

More info www.cantieresavona.it

If you are after something a little more 

traditional-looking then Dutch yard 

Wajer & Wajer has the answer with the 

gorgeous 38 Osprey. The 38 strikes a 

good balance between transport vessel 

and day cruiser, with plenty of seating in 

the deep, safe cockpit and two spacious 

sunpads, one forward, another aft.

Power comes from a pair of Volvo 

Penta 435hp engines attached to 

IPS600 pod drives. For a tender 

application this drivetrain is perfect as 

the joystick makes coming alongside 

the mothership or the quayside as easy 

as possible. 

And when free of the constraints of 

the harbour the 38 will charge up to a 

healthy top speed of 45 knots.

Dutch quality, strong performance 

and sensational styling – it’s certainly  

a tempting package.

Mothership Kamalaya

Length  11.30m/37ft 0in

Beam 3.76m/12ft 4in

Displacement 8.4 tonnes

Engines twin Volvo  

 Penta 435hp

Top speed 45 knots

Price ex VAT €660,000

Coolest feature Volvo IPS pod  

 drive system

More info www.wajer.nl

Pascoe made its name in the build of high-end, performance-focused, 

race-bred RIBs so the seakeeping and quality of its tenders doesn’t come 

into question. The 9.6m SL will crack 40 knots thanks to a pair of 370hp 

Yanmar diesels and it has full joystick control for close-quarters work to 

make life for the crew as easy as possible.

The sleek Ken Freivokh design places the helm aft, separated from an 

open seating area at the bow by a covered saloon large enough to carry 

eight guests in Foglizzio leather-lined luxury. 

The fully air-conditioned saloon is positioned to give guests the 

smoothest and quietest ride possible, bolstered by shatterproof, tinted 

glass to enhance privacy. 

Another neat feature is that the lighting and audio system can be 

configured from the helm, saloon panel or via an iPad so guests have 

control at all times. 

Mothership I Dynasty

Length 9.60m/31ft 6in

Beam 2.95m/9ft 8in

Displacement 4.8 tonnes

Engines twin Yanmar 370hp 

Top speed 40 knots

Price on application

Coolest feature joystick control for slick  

 mooring manoeuvres 

More info www.pascoeinternational.com

Wajer 38 Osprey

Pascoe 9.6m SL Limousine

Luxi 33
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Designed to be stowed inside the tender garage of a new 

288ft/88m superyacht under construction in the Far East, 

this tender from Falmouth-based Cockwells had a strict 

brief to follow. 

Squeezing a boat this size into a tender garage means 

there are severe restrictions on air draught and weight, 

and the yard also had to ensure the looks were in keeping 

with the mothership. 

To this end the use of carbon fibre in the deck and 

superstructure and the latest composite technology in the 

Andrew Wolstenholme hull was employed to keep weight to 

a minimum, a fortuitous by-product being that a relatively 

tame 370hp will propel the boat to a top speed of 36 knots. 

Mothership In build

Length 9.50m/31ft 2in

Beam 2.76m/9ft 0in

Displacement 3 tonnes 

Engines single Yanmar 370hp

Top speed 36 knots

Price ex VAT £700,000

Coolest feature EmpirBus vessel control system allows  

 crew to set their own profiles

More info www.cockwells.co.uk

Cockwells 9.5m Limousine
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Compass Tenders is another UK-based manufacturer with a 

facility on Southampton’s River Hamble. 

Designed by Raymond Langton Design, which also 

penned the 299ft/91m Lürssen mothership, T/T Lady Lara  

strikes the balance between limo tender and leisure 

machine by incorporating both a saloon with space for 12 

guests and an exposed area aft with forward-facing seats 

and a spacious sunpad. 

The interior is a cocoon of cool with stylish Fendi sofas, 

subtle indirect lighting and an electric sunroof that peels 

back to open the space up to the elements. 

A pair of 370hp Yanmar diesels provide the power and 

are good for a top speed of 36 knots. A joystick control 

system makes close-quarters work a piece of cake. 

Mothership Lady Lara

Length  11.6m/38ft 0in

Beam 3.20m/10ft 6in

Displacement 6.3 tonnes

Engines twin Yanmar 370hp

Top speed 36 knots

Coolest feature electric doors and hardtop in the saloon

Price on application

More info www.compasstenders.co.uk

Compass Orchid Limo

The 280TT is a tweaked version of the 280GT dayboat. The Italian yard has cleared the 

decks to provide more space for guests to move around, but this is a tender designed 

more for exploring and overnighting than purely transporting people from mothership 

to quayside. 

It’s a handsome craft, designed by Christian Grande, with a dramatically raked 

forward hull section and sweeping lines that taper down to a large bathing platform, 

perfect for watersports prep. 

The boat pictured has a very open deck arrangement forward and a sociable dining 

and lounging area aft, though the deck is completely customisable and can be 

configured in any way the customer chooses. 

Below decks the double berth and separate heads compartment means day trips 

and overnight stops are perfectly comfortable, as is performance, with a punchy top 

speed of 38 knots. 

Mothership n/a

Length 8.90m/29ft 2in

Beam 2.90m/9ft 6in

Displacement 2.8 tonnes

Engines single Volvo Penta 320hp

Top speed 38 knots

Price ex VAT from €86,000

Coolest feature topside fendering smartly  

 incorporated into the design

More info www.invictusyacht.com

Invictus 280TT







THE NEW BREED OF DUAL-PURPOSE 
SUPERYACHTS HAS MEANT NEW 

TECHNOLOGY IS NEEDED IN HANDLING 
SYSTEMS, REPORTS RUPERT HOLMES
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s competition at superyacht regattas has progres-

sively become more and more intense, so any scope 

for compromise at the front of the fleet has been 

eliminated and a new breed of performance yacht 

has come to the fore. The most recent designs are 

all-carbon 30-35m/98-115ft yachts that can easily 

hit speeds of 28 knots. 

Yet these are not stripped-out raceboats; they 

also offer the comfort, amenities and style below 

decks equal to those of any other superyacht. Cru-

cially, they also need to be easily managed without a 

big race crew when in cruising mode. 

So how are these apparently conflicting require-

ments reconciled on the latest boats? 

“Until very recently, there were some fairly big 

differences between a performance cruising rig and a proper racing rig,” 

says Nigel Ingram of project management company MCM Newport, who has 

been involved in five builds of this style of boat over the past few years. 

“However, we are now seeing rigs and deck layouts that are in all respects 

what you would expect to see on a raceboat, but that can be converted to a 

safe and viable cruising rig.” Importantly, the crew can carry out this conver-

sion in a single day.

Ingram says the primary use of these yachts is still as a cruiser, so they 

must offer every comfort and convenience for family cruising, along with the 

necessary style. They will then typically also do two or three regattas each 

year in race mode. In some cases they will also compete in transocean 

events, such as the RORC Transatlantic Race.

“The owners typically have a background in boats like the Swan 80 and 

other large, quality, production yachts. These yards have helped to create 

an appetite for owners who want to go to the next stage,” Ingram reports. 

“They are very motivated that their boat will be comfortable and safe for family 

cruising, while also being able to perform to the optimum when racing.” 

A number of fully custom designs, such as the Green Marine/Vitters-

built Inoui (a 33m/108ft Briand design from 2013), the three box rule 

30.5m/100ft Wallycentos and the four Swan 115s (35m) are all recent ex-

amples this style of boat. 

One of the latest all-custom designs to launch is Nikata, a 35m/115ft  

Judel-Vrolijk design built by Baltic Yachts, which was delivered late last year 

– for more on Nikata and this current trend of 30-35m cruiser-racers see 

our Showcase feature on page 44). 

Nikata’s hull shape is an evolu-

tion of that of the latest mini maxi 

72s, with construction to the same 

standards and tolerances as for 

grand-prix yachts. 

In addition, she has a highly op-

timised rig package developed with 

Southern Spars in close co-opera-

tion with North Sails, plus input 

from Harken and many other com-

panies across the globe. 
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The now ubiquitous square-top mainsail seen on grand-prix race-

boats creates a problem for conversion to a cruising rig. The key issue 

is that the racing rigs don’t have a masthead crane as the runners 

terminate within the mast tube at the hounds. But cruising a yacht of 

this power without a standing backstay is far from ideal. 

As a result some builders have pursued a partial solution to this 

problem though semi-automating the handling of the running back-

stays when cruising. 

A much neater solution is that developed by Southern Spars for 

Nikata. This uses a detachable masthead crane that can be hoisted to 

the top of the rig for use with a pin-head cruising mainsail, thereby 

providing an attachment point for a standing backstay. 

One of the most impressive features of this system is one that rec-

ognises the time constraints on the crew when changing from race 

mode to cruising trim. The crane is held in place at the masthead with 

only three pins, so a minimal amount of time and manpower is need-

ed to fit or remove it. 

Nikata was the first boat to which the system was fitted, although 

a second is currently in production for a new 40m/130ft Reichel-

Pugh design that’s currently in build at Baltic and scheduled for deliv-

ery later this year.

DETACHABLE MASTHEAD CRANES

Southern Spars developed 

this detachable masthead 

crane for the 35m/115ft 

Nikata. In cruising mode, the 

crane carries the standing 

backstay (below), but is 

removed for racing (bottom)
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There has also been a move away from performance cruising-style 

headsail reefing systems on these boats to the kind of furling systems 

employed in the IMOCA 60 class, with a number of separate furling 

(but not reefing) jibs set on different headstays. 

As well as avoiding the inefficient sail shape of a partially reefed 

sail, these systems don’t need headfoils, which obviously offers a sig-

nificant saving of weight aloft. This is an important factor as each kilo-

gram saved aloft can translate into a further three kilos of lead saved 

in the keel bulb. 

An additional advantage of these systems is that partially reefed 

headsails can create load distribution problems on boats of this size 

and power, but that problem is eliminated when a wardrobe of furling 

sails is used instead.

Typically there will be a manual furler at the end of the sprit then a 

hydraulic furler on the headstay for the J1, plus two more hydraulic 

furlers at positions further aft for J2, J3, J4 and storm sails. When in 

cruising mode the largest headsail to be used is likely to be the J4. 

Not surprisingly, this trend is perhaps most clearly illustrated by 

the hugely successful 2014 Nomad lV, the 30.5m/100ft yacht de-

signed by Finot Conq, the French design office responsible for a long 

string of Open class boats, including four Vendée Globe winners. The 

These boats must be comfortable 

and safe for family cruising, while 

also being able to perform to the 

optimum when racing

HEADSAIL SYSTEMS

New Zealand’s KZ Marine is the 

go-to maker for manual headsail 

furling gear. The KZ25 pictured 

is engineered with a breaking 

load of 45 tonnes and a safe 

working load of 25 tonnes
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same principle has also been successfully adopted by more recent 

designs, including Nikata.

Clearly this is well-proven technology that has been used in the 

latest maxi trimarans, as well as IMOCA 60s, even though it has only 

recently been applied in the superyacht field. Reckmann tends to be 

favoured for hydraulic furlers, while New Zealand’s KZ Marine is a 

favourite for manual versions. 

As an example of the attention to detail and the extent to which 

owners are happy to go to minimise 

weight is the latter company’s new KZ25 

and KZ25 Xtreme Head Swivel 25T manu-

al furlers. These are engineered with a 

breaking load of 45 tonnes and a safe 

working load of 25 tonnes – the Xtreme 

model is made of titanium to reduce 

weight from 5.42kg to 3.54kg. While this 

is obviously an expensive way to save less 

than 2kg, there’s clearly plenty of call for 

doing so at this level of the sport.

Similarly, last autumn Harken launched 

a 32mm glue-on T-Track that is seen on 

boats such as the later Wallycentos. It 

saves considerable weight aloft and can 

be used with the existing Battcar system, 

which automatically flakes the mainsail on 

alternate sides when the sail is lowered, 

and with the company’s eight tonne and 

12 tonne halyard locks.

In an increasing number of cases the 

sprit is also designed to be easily removed 

for cruising purposes. This is quite differ-

ent from smaller yachts, in which sprits 

often serve a second use for ground tack-

le. However, these yachts go to huge 

lengths to maintain their clean lines, with 

a number, including Inoui, having a fully 

submersible ground tackle system whereby 

the anchor exits below the waterline.

One area in which weight savings can clearly be seen is that of halyard 

locks. As recently as five years ago it was still unusual to specify 

these, given concerns over reliability, but they have since become the 

default option. It’s easy to see why – even at this size of yacht the 

numbers are staggering – as the use of locks can reduce total com-

pression in the spar by 15-20 tonnes. 

This translates to significant weight savings. In addition it also 

means there are fewer winches on deck holding high loads. Overall 

reliable halyard locks therefore represent a major improvement in sail 

performance and handling.

Above: Reckmann UD5.5 

hydraulic furler. Below: Harken 

32mm glue-on T-Track used on 

the later Wallycentos to save 

weight aloft. It can be used with 

an existing Battcar system

Above: the Finot Conq 

30.5m/100ft Nomad IV 

demonstrates the use of a 

series of headsail furlers for 

different-sized sails

HALYARD LOCKS

Although there are few areas in which there has been a step change in 

terms of major developments, as with all other areas of high-perfor-

mance sailing, it’s possible to point to many small gains that are the 

result of the optimisation of a wide range of finer details. 

Therefore, although at first glance little may appear to have 

changed over the past few years – hull shapes are similar, as is the 

carbon construction – the reality is a significant departure from older 

superyacht designs. As a result the latest boats are much closer to a 

full-on grand-prix boat when in race mode than has ever been the 

case in the past. 

“Weight optimisation is one of the areas in which there are big re-

wards for relentless attention to detail,” says Nigel Ingram. He main-

tains that a typical 35m/115ft design may have a light displacement 

weight budget of 82 tonnes. “That’s very difficult to achieve given the 

full inventory of cruising equipment and the interior is always a big 

part of the budget.”

DETAIL MATTERS
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Ingram, however, predicts more development in keels in the short to 

medium term. The current trend has been for lifting keels to give a 

shoal draught option, which has meant that bulbs have tended to be-

come proportionately a little lighter than in the past, although Nikata 

still manages a ballast ratio of 40 per cent. 

The lifting keel of the new Reichel-Pugh Baltic 130 will have a ta-

pered chord, which presents novel engineering challenges given that, 

when in the raised position, there’s significantly less surface area 

available for the support mechanism to engage with. The pay off, 

however, is a marked increase in predicted performance. 

Beyond this, Ingram predicts that the first superyacht with a cant-

ing keel is not too far off. The improved reliability of full-on racing rigs 

and the associated equipment means it’s no longer necessary for  

superyachts to compromise performance for the sake of reliability. 

Given the reliability of the latest-generation canting keels in the racing 

sphere, there’s clearly scope for this prediction to come true.

One thing we can be certain of is that designers, owners and engi-

neers are all enthusiastic about pushing new boundaries in this area. 

For instance, Philippe Briand has announced a new concept for the 

Wallycento class that will have 2,000kg shaved off the weight, while 

being 20 seconds per mile faster than existing boats built to the rule 

– and all done without compromising comfort levels.

KEEL DEVELOPMENT

Given that these are genuine dual-purpose yachts, keeping within 

a weight limit can be a real challenge. It involves considerable time to 

specify weight-efficient hotel systems – don’t forget these yachts 

have all the internal services of any other superyacht, right up to full 

aircon/heating and sewage treatment facilities.

Flag and classification decisions are also part of the weight optimi-

sation process and need to be made at an early stage in the planning 

process. Nigel Ingram says a key decision is whether or not the boat 

will be chartered, or whether it will be strictly for 

the owner’s private use. 

He explains that it’s very difficult, and ex-

pensive, to build a high-performance yacht to a 

commercial classification, whereas a boat 

that’s solely used privately can be engineered 

with factors of safety that are further towards 

the pure raceboat end of the spectrum.

It’s clear that around 30-35m LOA has emerged 

as something of a sweet spot for these boats 

and it’s easy to see why. This is a size that gives 

plenty of feel and feedback to the helm when 

racing and is sufficiently small not to require 

captive winches and fully automated push-but-

ton systems. There’s also sufficient space for 

impressive accommodation, particularly given 

today’s beamy hulls. 

This marks a dramatic change in the super-

yacht scene, where at one time boats were rap-

idly escalating in size, demonstrating that one 

type of owner at least is happy to trade length 

for the advantages of a dual-purpose yacht that 

is also a very sophisticated and optimised rac-

ing machine.

Nevertheless there are naturally owners 

who want to go a stage further. Baltic Yachts 

has a 40m/130ft yacht in build that will be the 

biggest of this style of boat when it’s launched 

later this year. However, Ingram points out that 

building in composite above 40m remains a 

challenging proposition, so it may be some time 

before yachts larger than this engineered to 

these standards become a reality.

LOOKING AHEAD

Yachts such as the 

Wallycento Magic Carpet3 

are true dual-purpose 

yachts and so carry a full 

cruising interior with all 

the services required
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Below: they are commonly seen 

on full-on racing yachts such as 

the Volvo Ocean Race boats, 

but canting keels are coming  

to superyachts soon
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ALREADY COMPLEX 

PRODUCTS ARE 

BEING MADE USING 

3D PRINTING. COULD 

THERE BE A FUTURE 

FOR THE TECHNOLOGY 

IN YACHTING? ASKS 

ELAINE BUNTING

world in which everyday objects 

can be mass produced or 

custom-made by 3D printing is 

being built. Objects such as 

prosthetics and joint 

replacements are already 

widespread medical applications, but there are a multitude of 

other, more everyday ones. AMG is working on serial 

production of automotive spare parts at low cost, for example, 

and Maersk on 3D printing of spares for containers.

In the near future you could be going afloat in a 3D printed 

tender, riding a 3D printed bike, wearing 3D printed jewellery, 

snacking on a 3D printed sandwich or eating a 3D printed cake. 

You might even live in a 3D printed house – these are already 

being made in China.

The technology – more exactly known as Additive Layer 

Manufacturing (ALM) – is in its infancy, but many believe it will 

transform manufacturing and design. Indeed some believe it 

heralds a third industrial revolution that will supersede 

production line assembly. And fast. Last year there was a 30 

per cent year on year increase in 3D printing machines, 

materials and services. 

In the future marine realm 3D printing will be used to 

manufacture components and spare parts, perhaps with 

moving elements, such as winches. 
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The space and aerospace industries are leading the way. A 

10cm 3D printer is being used on the International Space 

Station (ISS) for reusing plastic material to make new parts. 

This makes economic sense because every kilogram taken to 

the ISS costs around US$32,000 to transport. 

The aerospace industry is beginning to use ALM to make 

serial final parts in aluminium, titanium and soon high-grade 

steel, welded layer by layer by laser-powered, powder bed 

machines. The metal material starts as a powder and is 

sintered, or formed into a solid mass by heat.

ONE-SHOT PROCESS
The biggest serial printer on the market right now is the 

Concept Laser Xline 2000 printer, which measures 800 x 400 

x 500mm and uses two 1kW lasers. It can print complete 

full-size engine blocks in one go, something that cannot be 

achieved by hand. The printer uses 1 tonne of titanium powder.

This technology also speeds up production because it is 

produced in a ‘one-shot’ process, and demands a different 

design approach. NASA, for example, has printed a section of a 

rocket engine that previously had 115 parts in only two parts. 

Monash University in Australia has demonstrated that all 

parts of a small aircraft engine can be printed. Rolls Royce has 

tested blades for engines – ultra-critical parts. And the Federal 

Aviation Authority has approved printed engine parts for GE. 

“The highest authorities are with us that this is solid 

technology for the future,” says Peter Sander, head of 

emerging technologies and concepts at Airbus. Sanders 

champions this technology and, as a yachtsman, gave a talk to 

METS marine trade show in Amsterdam in November. 

“This is going to be the year when we are going to see the 

first examples of fully automated additive factories actually go 

beyond case studies and into widespread implementation. This 

is happening primarily because – after dental, medical and 

jewellery – the aerospace industry is beginning to use ALM to 

make many serial final parts,” he says.

Sanders estimates that soon some ten per cent of spare 

parts for Airbus aircraft will be printed. “The machines are 

doubling in speed every year and have increased in size by 

seven times in the last three years,” he says. “In the next 10-20 

years they should increase in size by 100 to 1,000 times.” For 

his own company there is a clear road map, building up to the 

ability, with new designs, to make a complete ‘bionic fuselage’.

For the marine and other industries, there is huge scope. 

“Tooling and drilling tools would be no problem. You could have 

a heatable carbon fibre press forming tool at five per cent less 

cost and with 20 per cent less production time,” he says. 

“Plastic parts are very attractive, including bigger ones, and 

would lead to much less complexity because you are making 

The biggest serial 

printer on the market 

is the Concept Laser 

Xline 2000, which can 

print a full-size engine 

block in one go.  

Far left: yacht concept 

with hull design 

created for 3D printing



S U P E R S A I L  W O R L D  7 6  A P R I L- J U N E  2 0 1 6

them in one shot. Custom parts would be cheaper to produce.”

He also sees design advances as a significant part of the 

speeding up of development. “You can design something, print 

it, clean it, test it and do a redesign the following week so you 

can do your development in weeks. This allows the process of 

clever designs to reduce weight and material to speed up.”

By way of an example of how 3D printing is likely to drive 

design in future, he takes an aluminium spoiler, designed with a 

‘biomimicry’ structure modelled on a giant water lily. This was 

3D printed in aluminium in one shot and is eight per cent 

lighter than a spoiler made more traditionally. 

A 3D BRIDGE PROJECT
There are other fascinating large-scale concepts and projects 

even bigger than house printing. There is a project named 

MX3D Bridge to build a full-scale functional bridge across the 

Oudezijds Achterburgwal Canal in Amsterdam by printing with 

six-axis industrial robots and an advanced welding machine. 

This can 3D print metals and resin in mid-air, without the need 

for support structures – the two sides of the structure can be 

printed and will meet in the middle. See www.mx3d.com

The application for marine components such as engines 

and engine spares, winches, blocks and furlers is clear. The 

GF42 trimaran in California, for instance, has 3D printed Nylon 

steering quadrants and rudder arms of similar strength to 

alternative CNC cutting from aluminum, but at a third of the 

cost and with no waste. This is only the start. Where could 3D 

printing find its place in boatbuilding?

Here 3D printing technology could speed up the process of 

manufacturing and achieve economies in production 

processes and material costs. “Essentially the whole benefit to 

us would be the fact that it’s not deductive engineering as 

boatbuilding has always traditionally been,” explains James 

Day, project manager at Vitters’ Green Marine in Southampton. 

“So rather than starting with a really big lump of stuff and 

carving some of it away, with a lot that gets wasted and the 

expense of machining it away, this is additive engineering. The 

only material is what goes into what you’re making.

“Most of the what is being talked about is really large-scale 

stuff, but being a little bit more realistic in the short term, we 

could be looking at some of the really high-quality small 

component moulds – for example, rudders. If you go down to 

our components shop, there are a lot of moulds that are maybe 

less than 2ft x 1ft for parts of a boat. 

“I think it is quite possible that the introduction of this would 

be to get a 3D printer and just make the moulds directly – that 

would certainly be worth doing.”

Day says that what makes ALM technology so interesting 

for companies such as Green Marine is that “a lower 

investment cost to create something that’s complex is the kind 

of heart to what we are doing all the time. Everything we’re 

doing is pretty complicated by the nature of the performance 

[it has to achieve], but at the same time we’re not doing 100 of 

them. 3D printing would be really good for low-volume complex 

items where you can create the thing you want each time.”

Examples might include plastic components, particularly 

those that are complicated to make, but non-structural, such 

as helm station mouldings, doors, hatches – “anything where 

you’ve got a lot of detail in something relatively small.” 

MX3D Bridge is a 

project to build a 

full-scale functional 

bridge across a canal 

in Amsterdam by 3D 

printing in mid-air.

Far left: a Volvo 60 

wheel mould. This 

could be a fertile area 

for 3D printing in the 

future

“In the short term we could be looking at some 

of the really high-quality small component 

moulds – for example, rudders”

James Day,  

Green Marine
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And, Day adds: “With this sort of additive engineering you 

can actually create the plastic component direct without ever 

having any tooling cost.”

A possible use for 3D printing in making hulls themselves 

might be an automated method of printing the foam formers to 

be covered in carbon. “But then ultimately maybe one day 

you’d actually lay down the honeycomb piece by piece. The 

potential is here to do some really amazing stuff, but what one 

needs to do is take very efficient baby steps.”

Day also sees the value of 3D tape laying, so whenever a 

foam base shape has been made it is covered in carbon by a 

machine rather than laminated by hand, though that is a 

slightly different proposition from 3D printing because its 

strength relies on the fibres being continuous. Such 

technology is already in use in sailmaking, and companies such 

as North Sails use large-scale tape-laying machines.

Any such mechanised process increases precision by 

removing human error, and it can potentially run 24/7.

But while 3D printing is suited to high concept projects, 

there are some simple practicalities that would make it difficult 

to implement in many existing boatyards, Day points out. One 

is that such machines have to operate in a precise, fixed 

environment, whereas he says, “the vast majority of marine 

factories are situated near the sea, so as a result, most of them 

are on ground that actually is moving very, very slightly – 

millimetres, but something you’d have to consider.”

Marine environments are much more demanding than the 

clean rooms of the aerospace industry; at Green Marine, CNC 

tools have to be cleaned every 40 minutes of operation to 

prevent them becoming rusty.

So just as North Sails’ largest facility is in Nevada, perhaps 

automated boatbuilding in future might be better being based 

somewhere away from the sea.  

But if large-scale, high-tech or superyacht custom projects 

are one area where 3D printing could be used in the future, and 

where the budgets might support innovation, much more 

modest automated build projects are just as likely. Since the 

cost of a yacht is proportional to the cube of its length, it could 

be easier to experiment in a small to medium scale. A yacht at 

the size of the Moth, for example, the C Class or other 

development class could be possible, Day thinks: it’s small, 

lightweight, complex.

3D AMERICA’S CUP BOATS?
Or perhaps the America’s Cup foilers?

“Yes, it’s pretty obvious that the next stage is for guys 

working on America’s Cup-type projects, who have a low-

volume demand, but have got a lot of funding. It’s probably at 

that end of the sport where we will see 3D printing first, 

especially for things like custom deck gear, or for prototyping.”

Peter Sander of Airbus argues that, for 3D printing to 

become widespread, design approaches themselves need to 

evolve. “Those who are responsible for the engineering design 

often are not yet familiar with ALM. They need to teach their 

team to start using a production method that they don’t fully 

understand, so it is taking a long time to implement.”

And it is not only engineering and design that is likely to 

change in tandem with ALM, but sites of manufacture and 

logistics. Sanders predicts: “3D printing is going change a lot of 

business models and everyone has to speed up their 

investigation into how to use this.”

Could you have a 3D 

printed hull? Here 

is a hull section 

visualisation

by Fwd3d —

www.fwd3d.com
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Printed steering 

quadrant and rudder 

arms for a GF45 

trimaran in California. 

Far left: could 

elements of hand 

laminating be replaced 

by automated 3D  

tape laying?

“Rather than starting with a really big lump of 

stuff and carving some of it away, with the waste 

and expense, this is additive engineering”
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SCHOONER SECRETS
The 65m/213ft three-masted Adix shows a record 

fleet at the RORC Caribbean 600 how a schooner 

goes offshore racing. Built in 1982 to an Arthur 

Holgate design, Adix recently underwent her fourth 

refit at Pendennis Shipyard. Her teak-sheathed 

deckhouse is now aluminium rather than steel, she 

has a carbon bowsprit, and new carbon masts and 

ECsix rigging save 5.5 tonnes aloft.
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