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GAMECHANGER

We know what you’re thinking. An 8K TV? Brilliant. Thanks, T3. But what about the rather sizeable elephant in the room:
that your loyal fans have recently upgraded to a 4K TV – HDR too, no doubt – and we’re only just starting to see 4K HDR

boasting four times the resolution of your now could-be-redundant 4K TV – as early as autumn 2018, might come as a
shock. But, as ever, tech continues apace and it won’t be too long before we start to see 8K content in the wild. To ensure

set to broadcast 8K signals next year. Then there’s Hollywood-specialist RED, which recently shot Guardians of the Galaxy
Vol. 2 in 8K using its new Weapon 8K camera. Until we reach this 8K utopia, Sharp’s beast will happily upscale HD and 4K.

$TBC, sharp-world.com

SH A R P AQUOS 8K

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Sharp says the screen on the Aquos 8K is sop y q
crisp you won’t be able to distinguish single
pixels, so you can put your face against the
TV without any loss of detail

NO 8K? IT’S OKAY
We won’t see 8K content in the 

mainstream for a while, but this 
TV can also upscale HD and 4K
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Welcome

T3’S MISSION

OUR AWARDS

Editor’s letter
Welcome to the new-look T3 magazine! We’re thrilled 
to have you here, and it’s the result of a lot of hard work 
as we make your favourite tech mag even better. We 
wanted to create something super-modern, and yet 
keeps the best of the old T3, while adding some new 
pages that I hope you’ll love.

We’ve still got staples like State of the Art and Man vs. 
Tech, but we’ve added more pages about the gadgets we’re 
really looking forward to, from cutting-edge innovations to 
broader lifestyle gear and tips. We’ve also expanded our 
Home section with even more smart tech, including regular 
reviews and more advanced automation tips.  

Even the most casual observer will see that the 
‘connected world’ spans beyond phones and smart homes 
– everything has an app and wireless connection these 
days, even your bicycle tech. We’re embracing this with the 
new T3, and giving this great new stuff the attention and 
space it deserves.

Of course, we still love the high-tech gizmos we always 

set-ups, gaming experiences, hot new phones, stunning 
audio gear, and so much more. And don’t forget to check 
out our new buyer’s guide, which is even better at helping 

do get in touch and let me know what you think!

Paul Taylor, Editor
paul.taylor03@futurenet.com

T3
area of your tech lifestyle. From traditional gadget buys like 
phones and TVs to connected home security and sports 
sensors, if it can make your life better, we’re here to make  
sure you get the right one for you.

The products we feature are chosen by our expert writers, 
with years of experience in their key areas. We wouldn’t 
recommend something we wouldn’t be happy to live with 

This goes for reviews too – you won’t us wasting your time 
with products you don’t need to know about. 

More than that, our aim is to make sure you get the most 
out of the things you buy, with in-depth guides to complex 
tech areas, tips on making better use of products, and 
recommendations for add-ons that make your favourite 
gadgets even better.

that make your life easier. Because we can all do with that.

The winners of our group 
tests earn this accolade, 

showing them to be top tier

This award, and others like it, 
are given for exceptional 

performance in a key feature

We give this only to tech 

aesthetics or a clever build

 
a product our prestigious 

Platinum Award

THE 
DESIGN 
AWARD

BEST ON 
TEST

BEST FOR 
BATTERY 

LIFE
PLATINUM 

AWARD
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 TESLA 
ROADSTER 
2.0

 From US$200,000 ($255,615), tesla.com

Admit it: you thought electric cars were a nice, 
eco-friendly idea, but that none could ever be 
sexy enough or fast enough to replace a petrol-
slurping, high-performance car. Well, prepare to 
backtrack significantly by saying hello to the new 
Tesla Roadster, an all-electric supercar that’s 
spoiling for a fight with petrol-powered rides. 

With the Roadster, Tesla is looking to set a 
new benchmark for the world’s fastest car. It’s 
a record currently held by the Agera RS, which 
throws down at 436km/h; the Roadster’s top 
speed is said to be above 400km/h, but an exact 
figure has yet to be confirmed. 

In the meantime there’s plenty else to get 
excited about here: 0-100 in 1.9 seconds – the 
first production car to break the two-second 
mark – and a whopping 1,000-kilometre range… 
and those stats relate to the basic Roadster – 
there’ll be an option to increase the car’s brain 
and brawn (along with the price, naturally) nearer 
to the 2020 release date. 

Oh, and did we mention that one day, maybe, 
possibly, the Roadster could take to the skies? 
Yeah, Elon Musk mentioned something about 
“applying rocket tech” to make the Roadster fly in 
“short hops”. But, you know, no biggie. If you do 
fancy a slice of this Tesla action, Musk’s taking 
pre-orders now via a $63,000 deposit.

The new Tesla 

Roadster gets its 

power from three 

electric motors, 

with all-wheel 

drive providing 

the control you 

need for that 

much zip

Edited by Claire Davies

The best new tech heading your way

Scorching acceleration, 
insane speed and rocket 
jumps – I want one. 
Paul Taylor, Editor

TECH-O-METER
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A NEED FOR SPEED
Four of you can easily cram into 

the Roadster, and you can stash its 

removable glass roof in the boot for 

some top-down action. Tesla reckons a 

full-load won’t do much to hamper the 

car’s performance of 0-100km/h in 1.9 

seconds and 0-160km/h in 4.2 seconds

ROAD RANGE
Given the Roadster’s 

astonishing 1,000-kilometre 

range you won’t be suffering 

from ‘range anxiety’. Tesla’s 

supercar has electric motors 

– that can be controlled

to maximise traction – 

powering all four wheels, 

helping it achieve that 

world-first range record

TO THE SKIES!
Doc Brown may have got his flying 

DeLorean in 2015, but Tesla and SpaceX 

CEO Elon Musk will only miss that mark 

by a few years, teasing that the new 

Roadster may one day fly in “short hops”. 

His reason for building a flying car? LA’s 

horrendous traffic jams…

F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8  T3  9
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LEICA CL
 $3,700, leica-store.com.au

There’s nothing quite like a Leica to make other 
non-Leica photographers feel green with envy. 
These vintage-styled cameras ooze class and 
bear that all-important, instantly recognisable red 
logo. The new 24MP Leica CL is another retro 
head-turner. Small and light enough to go 
unnoticed when stashed in your bag, this 
compact mirrorless camera could be just the 
ticket for stylish vacation- or Instagram-ready 
photography, helping you capture Leica-quality 
images with just a few simple clicks. 

The electronic EyeRes viewfinder sounds 
impressive, with its ability to display a final image 
before you press the shutter release. We’re also 
pleased to see further melding of the old and new 
with a touch- and gesture-controlled rear display 
crowned with customisable control dials.

T3 SAYS: Leica’s newcomer oozes vintage charm, 
with an EVF and gesture-controlled display.

OCULUS GO
 From US$199 ($254.30), oculus.com

If you don’t have hundreds to spend on a 
comprehensive VR kit, chances are your 
experience of affordable virtual reality runs to the 
charming Google Cardboard. Oculus wants to 
change that with the Oculus Go, an all-in-one 
wireless VR device that doesn’t need to be 
hooked up to a smartphone or expensive PC.

Oculus reckons the Go is so light and 
comfortable, thanks to breathable mesh fabric 
and facial padding, that you’ll hardly notice you’re 
wearing it. We’re keen to throw one on, especially 
to see if the new glare-reduction lenses and 
fast-switch LCD display (2560x1440 resolution) 
are as crisp and clear as we’re hoping. 

The Go also comes with a remote controller, 
but don’t expect it to fully track your motions. 
Hey, what do you expect for a small price tag?

T3 SAYS: A tantalising middle ground between 
bargain VR and the premium setups.

TECH-O-METER

TECH-O-METER
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KEF & PORSCHE DESIGN
SPACE ONE WIRELESS

 $599, porsche-design.com

We freely admit to being suckers for premium 
over-ears, especially when they’re enrobed in  
a glorious metallic finish and sport an exclusive 
Porsche Design logo on the cushioned earcup.

These Space One Wireless headphones, fitted 
with 40mm full-drivers and 20mm neodymium 
magnets, have a space-age feel. Battery life also 
seems out of this world – KEF reckons they’ll last 
for 30 hours, even with Bluetooth aptX and active 
noise cancellation (ANC) in use. A cable with mic 
is included for hi-res wired sources.

ANC tech should mean that the Space One 
Wireless eliminate external noise while ensuring 
the hi-fi quality of your music will remain intact.  
We’ll take a listen and report back. Honestly, the 
things we do for you…

T3 SAYS: We’re digging these, and can’t wait to 
try our hi-res Genesis… what? We’re cool!

RING SPOTLIGHT CAM
 $329, ring.com

Strange noises outside at night are unnerving, 
especially if you live alone, but the Spotlight Cam 
aims to have your back. With Night Vision and 
motion-controlled spotlights, the stand-alone  
HD outdoor security camera can be teamed up 
with the Ring Video Doorbell.

You can also activate those spotlights via  
the Ring app and listen in on, or speak to (hey, 
two-way comms), anyone on your property.

Custom motion zones are handy for training 
the Spotlight Cam on a specific part of your 
property at a specific time. And if it spots 
something amiss? The Spotlight Cam will send 
you an app alert, so that you can watch what’s 
happening in a Live View audio and video feed, 
and sound its 110-decibel alarm.

T3 SAYS: With app-controlled spotlights and 
Night Vision Live View, the Spotlight Cam could 
offer peace of mind for solo dwellers.

TECH-O-METER

TECH-O-METER
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RAZER PHONE
 US$699 ($894), razerzone.com

Mobile gaming is fun,  but can you honestly say 
that your handset reigns supreme at gaming on 
the go? If not, check out the Razer Phone, a 
smartphone built by for gamers. That’s not 
actually why we’re excited about it, though – 
it also just looks like a great Android 7.1 phone. 
You can work, take photos (wide angle and 
telephoto), watch videos, and all that jazz. 

It’s packed with top-end tech, including 8GB 
RAM and a Quad HD 5.7-inch LCD ‘UltraMotion’ 
display running at 120Hz, like the new iPad Pros. 
It sounds the part, too, with insanely powerful 
front-firing speakers, each with a dedicated 
amp, flanking the display. And with Dolby Atmos 
support built in, they actually do an amazing job 
of adding height and depth to watching movies 
or playing games without headphones.

T3 SAYS: There’s nice stuff here for gamers, but 
this is also a cutting-edge phone for a great price.

SONY AIBO
 ¥198,000 ($2,253), aibo.sony.jp/en

Aibo’s back! How much is that doggy on the 
internet? A lot. In fact, you could buy a French 
Bulldog for the Sony Aibo’s asking price. 
However, not all of us are set up to care for a real 
pupper, making the Aibo a surprisingly sweet 
alternative. Sony has ‘bred’ a few robot dogs over 
the years, but the 2017 version is by far the most 
charming litter yet.

Thanks to deep learning and AI tech, Aibo can 
detect smiles and words of praise to learn what 
makes you happy. In return Aibo enjoys lots of 
back and head scratches, and will come find you 
for playtime. Before you bust out the dog bed, 
though, you might want to investigate getting a 
doggy passport – Aibo is currently only for sale 
in Japan, so Australian customers will have to 
import this cute robot pup. 

T3 SAYS: Aibo was genuinely iconic, and we 
hope this new version gets a worldwide release.

TECH-O-METER

TECH-O-METER
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T3’s being terrorised by a magpie. 
Every morning around 5am the 
squawking begins and it doesn’t let 
up until we throw open a window 
and squawk back. You might be 
dealing with a rogue maggie too,  
or perhaps your partner just snores. 
Whatever sounds keep you from 
uninterrupted sleep, Bose wants to 
solve the problem with its noise-
masking Sleepbuds. 

These rechargeable buds have 
built-in flash memory containing 
pre-loaded soothing sounds, 
designed to mask external noises but
to fade from attention so as not to 

We go to the gym. We’ve had a bash
at some deadlifts. Honestly, we need
instruction. And encouragement. Lots
of encouragement. If you need the 
input of a personal trainer, and like 
the idea of something high-tech, we 
might have the answer: the app-
connected Vi AI Trainer. While it 
looks like a pair of regular sports 
earphones, inside lives your own PT.

She’ll spot you during exercise – 
with the potential for her initial 
workout knowledge to expand with 
regular use – give you biofeedback 
and the encouragement you need to
push through those brutal last reps. 

Some of T3 are happiest spending
summer by going to the beach. The
rest of us feel that summer is the
perfect time for avoiding heat as
much as possible. And by that we
mean perpetual movie night. You
too? Well, BenQ’s new projector
could help you wait out the hottest
months in an exhilarating blur of
big-screen action, at a low price.

The W1700 4K HDR HomeCine
Projector comes loaded with an
8.3MP UHD 4K-res picture enhanced
by CinematicColor, plus projection-
optimised HDR. It’s compatible with
HDMI dongles for streaming content

distract you from sleep. You can set 
an alarm (via the Bose Sleep app) to 
play through the Sleepbuds, ensuring 
you don’t wake your partner, while 
StayHear+Sleep Tips promise to stay 
in and comfortable the whole night. 

T3 SAYS: With proper sleep a real 
problem for many, Bose’s innovative 
Sleepbuds could transform lives.

This AI PT will also help you create
workouts, and thrill you with harman/
kardon-powered sound. Vi reckons
the aerospace-grade biosensors are
more accurate than any fitness
tracker currently on the market.
So let’s hit the gym and find out...

T3 SAYS: Vi might be just what you
need to smash new fitness goals.

and there are custom-tuned sound 
modes. Fancy watching IT on a 
100-inch screen? BenQ’s 1.2X Zoom 
tech will oblige. Although, we might 
have nightmares if faced with a 
Pennywise that big.

T3 SAYS: With the W1700, BenQ is 
setting out to turn your living room 
into a true home cinema. 

BOSE SLEEPBUDS
 US$249 ($318), bose.com

VI AL TRAINER
 US$249 ($318), getvi.com

BENQ W1700 4K HDR HOMECINE PROJECTOR 
$2,499, benq.com.au

COOLNESS

INNOVATION

FEATURES

TECH-O-METER

COOLNESS

INNOVATION

FEATURES

TECH-O-METER

COOLNESS

INNOVATION 

FEATURES

TECH-O-METER
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When you listen to music in a room,
the sound reflects off its walls, shaping
how it reaches your ears – fine details
will often be lost as sound waves
bounce, for example. But more and
more speakers are arriving that listen
for these imperfections, and then
adjust their output to compensate,
bringing the magic back to your music.

Apple’s HomePod, due for release in
early 2018, is built around adapting its
sound, listening to its own audio with
six microphones and using seven
beamforming tweeters to precisely
focus its output for your room.

Dynaudio’s new line of multi-room
speakers, the Music Collection (from
¤499/$762), features similar tech;
RoomAdapt enables the speakers to
automatically optimise performance to
complement the room and the position
they’re placed in.

Home cinema massively benefits
from room adaptation too, especially
with the detail in 3D Dolby Atmos
sound. Arcam’s AVR850 AV receiver
($9,495) supports Dirac Live, a service
that uses a special mic to test your
room’s acoustics, then analyses it and
sends back a new sound profile for the
AVR850 to use.

JAMMY
Practise guitar whenever and
wherever you want with this
backpack-friendly digital
six-string. The Jammy has a
sliding neck that extends out,
plus a headphone jack. An
app is also being developed
to help you learn songs.
$449 ($575),
playjammy.com

 UNISTELLAR 
EVSCOPE 
Developed in partnership  
with the SETI Institute, the 
potentially groundbreaking 
eVscope will use Enhanced 
Vision tech to create amplified 
pictures, helping you see the 
cosmos in incredible detail. 
$1,900 ($2,431), 
unistellaroptics.com

Claim early adopter bragging rights to this month’s hottest music and astronomy tech

TRENDING

CUTTING-EDGE CROWDFUNDING

Horizon 
Trending

Hear a new level of clarity in 

your music and movies with 

intelligent audio tech

ROOM-SENSING 
SOUND

RIGHT

DYNAUDIO MUSIC 
COLLECTION
These multi-room 

speakers use 

RoomAdapt tech to 

automatically optimise 

audio performance –  

no tweaking required!

FAR RIGHT

ARCAM AVR850
This super-advanced AV 

receiver adds Dirac Live 

support to Dolby Atmos 

and DTS:X for cinema-

beating sound quality 

APPLE HOMEPOD
The debut smart 

speaker from Apple 

will use room-

sensing tech to learn 

where it’s positioned 

and to analyse the 

area’s acoustics, 

intelligently tuning 

its output to sound 

perfect in that space
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56 years after the E-Type was first introduced, 
Jaguar has announced that an electric version 
is in the making. The E-Type Zero is based on 
the 1968 Series 1.5 Roadster, but open up the 
bonnet and you’ll find an electric 220kW 
motor and battery packs.

It’s a prototype for now, but if it makes 
production you’ll be able to slip behind its large 
wooden steering wheel, sink into its leather 
seats and reach 100km/h in 5.5 seconds, 
gunning it with a top speed of 242km/h and 
roughly a 270km range. A classic reborn.

ROLLS ROYCE 
GHOST BLACK BADGE

Feel the wind in your hair by driving an electric version  

of the world’s most beautiful car

Curtains twitched as a Ghost Black Badge 
moved silently down my road. It was my first 
time behind the wheel of a Rolls Royce and 
I’d been looking forward to it. This was no 
ordinary Rolls Royce, either, with black 
chrome pantheon grill, a black Spirit of 
Ecstasy and black exhaust pipe – and 
boosted 6.6-litre, twin-turbo V12 engine.

When I opened the Ghost’s doors I was 
enveloped by soft leather and unrivalled 
craftsmanship. Inside the cabin sparkled the 
Starlight Headliner, a constellation of 1,300 
fibre optic lights in the roof. I don’t care if it 
sounds gimmick or tacky – it’s breathtaking.

I was impressed by how the Ghost glided
I live in rural Oxfordshire where roads can
shake out a filling, but the Ghost turned 
them into marshmallow pathways. The 
most difficult part is parking; the Ghost has 
cameras and sensors ensuring you don’t 
have an accident, but it’s still a big beast.

On my final night with it, I climbed into 
the backseat, fired up the massagers, and 
gazed up at the fibre optic stars. It’s not an 
alienating machine, it’s like home. I became 
incredibly attached to the Ghost Black 
Badge. It’s unlike anything I’ve driven  
before, and incredibly endearing.

It’s fast, refined and menacing, but can Rolls really roll out enough 

luxury to match its six-figure price? T3’s Spencer Hart finds out

TEST DRIVE

ELECTRIC DREAMS

JAGUAR E-TYPE ZERO

GLOVE BOX 
ESSENTIALS

MATADOR POCKET

arm

g for

y

ng up

dor’s

yte

t.

eno gh to t on a e chain,

so it will take up little space

in the glove box.

$39.99, rokolife.com.au

ENERGIZER VISION
HD+ FOCUS 250
LUMENS
If you break down at night,

you’ll need a way to see

what’s happening around you

or under your car’s bonnet.

The weatherproof, 250-lumen

headtorch can help, shining a

80-metre beam on the scene.

$48.99, energizer.asia/en-au

. 

MATADOR POCKET
BLANKET 2.0

Stay wa

while

waiting

a tow by

wrappin

in Mata

HyperL

Nylon

blanket

When packed, it’s small

eno gh to fit on a ke cha

Emergency gear 

every car needs

ANKER  
POWERCORE 20100
So, your car’s knackered and 

your phone’s dying. Lucky 

you keep a fully-charged 

power bank in your glove 

box, eh? This Anker beast 

offers 20,100mAh of power, 

which is several charges of 

an average smartphone.

$89, kogan.com.au
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SMART
SUITCASES

TECH IT EASY

Horizon
Travel

THE SMART WAY TO STAY
From a robot concierge to iPhones for room keys, travel journalist 

Simon Horsford checks into the world’s best high-tech hotels

In the past, your hotel room key might be 
attached to something akin to a doorstop 
and the TV limited to a few channels only. 
Nowadays hotels are wising up to the 
demand for the latest technology and  
our desire to control room features via  
apps and smartphones.

Hub by Premier Inn (hubhotels.co.uk)  
is the tech-savvy spin-off from the big 
chain, with a flagship hotel in King’s Cross 
(there are six others in London and two in 
Edinburgh). Download the hotel’s app and 
you can control almost everything in your 
room with it, from the smart TV and lighting 
to an interactive map on the wall. The room 
key also shows housekeeping whether the 

room is occupied or not, which might spare 
you a few blushes.

Or how about the automated check-in 
and a robot concierge that delivers your 
bags to your cabin (room) at Yotel in New 
York (yotel.com)? In each cabin you’ll also 
find a smart wall and a smart bed, as well as 
a “techno wall” with TV, a work station and 
monsoon shower.

Avant-garde design isn’t the only 
attraction of Blow Up Hall 5050 
(blowuphall5050.com) in Poland, either, 
where you get an iPhone for a room key –  
it uses digital recognition tech to direct  
you to your room and unlock the door.  
Talk about a smarter way to recharge.

BLUESMART SERIES 2
Used by Usain 

Bolt and 

skateboarding

legend Tony 

Hawk, this 

impressive 

travel case 

can charge all 

your devices 

(including 

laptops), has 

an automatic 

locking system, global 

location tracking device  

and weight sensors – no more 

unexpected charges! 

From $750,  

bluesmart.com

SAMSONITE 
GEOTRAKR SPINNER
This ballistic-

weave nylon- 

covered smart 

case from 

Samsonite 

features 

the brand’s 

GeoTrakR 

location 

device and a 

rechargeable 

battery (up to 15 days’ use), 

and works with a smartphone 

app so that you can check on 

the bag’s location if you think 

it’s gone missing.

From $279, amazon.com

AEROLITE SMART 
SUITCASE
Light and

compact, 

the Aerolite 

makes for 

the ideal 

high-tech 

cabin 

carry-on. 

It has a USB 

charging 

port (power pack not 

included) and a three-digit 

padlock, while the hard 

shell adds some sturdy extra 

protection for your gear.

$259.99, 

travelluggagecabinbags.com

E
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EXCLUSIVE PREVIEWS, INTERVIEWS AND FEATURES ON 
THE WORLD’S BIGGEST GAMES GRAB YOUR COPY TODAY!

ON SALE NOW



GLOBAL
TRAIL
RUNS

MT DIFFICULTY 
ASCENT, CROMWELL, 
NEW ZEALAND
The clue’s in the name. An 

extreme trail run that’s also 

part mountain climb with 

a rope descent, covering  

half- or full-marathon 

distances in early winter. 

mtdifficultyascent.com

AUSTRALIAN ALPINE
ASCENT, MOUNT
KOSCIUSZKO,
AUSTRALIA
With 25km and 50km runs

(and a devilish triathlon) on

offer, these races set atop,

around and over Australia’s

highest mountain will test

you on both road and trail.

eliteenergy.com.au

SCAFELL SKY RACE,
LAKE DISTRICT,
ENGLAND
Skyrunning is a combination

of running and scrambling

on terrain that’s difficult to

run on. This 40km race goes

over England’s highest point, 

Scafell Pike, and is considered 

a beginner-friendly skyrace. 

lakesskyultra.uk

ARC’TERYX PROTON LT HOODY
$299, arcteryx.com

The Proton LT Hoody is 20g lighter than the Ventrix
Hoody and utilises Coreloft Continuous 65 Insulation.

That ‘active insulation’ works in tandem with the water-
resistant outer shell to enable good airflow from inside 

and outside the jacket, keeping us warm without feeling
sticky. Good for climbing and hiking.  

Horizon
Fitness & Outdoors

WILD LIVING
Nick Weston of foraging and cookery school Hunter Gather Cook 

l five tools for cooking outdoors 

THE NORTH FACE VENTRIX HOODIE
$380, thenorthface.com.au
This shower-resistant synthetic insulated jacket has
laser perforations (Ventrix tech) under each arm to
boost breathability. When you move, they allow heat
and humidity to travel through. We find the jacket runs
a little on the warm side, making it best-suited to active
pursuits in cold temperatures.

Two temperature regulating jackets go head to head

MID-LAYER FACE-OFF

 MORA COMPANION HIGH-VIZ KNIFE

At HGC (huntergathercook.com) this is

our go-to knife for butchery. Go high-vis

with kit outdoors it’s harder to lose!
$24.95, knifeshopaustralia.com.au

MITI X LARGE

This clever accessory 

enables you to turn four 

logs into an upright wood 

urner for cooking on.
$90CAD ($91.17), 
sportesoutdoortools.com

 GRANSFORS BRUKS 

SMALL FOREST AXE 

The finest axe you’ll own. 

Perfect for many jobs in

the bush, from felling small

trees to splitting wood.
$189,
dawnmowers.com.au
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 CAMPFIRE NON-STICK

FRYING PAN
A perfect size for campfire

cook-ups. The handle

unbolts for travelling; slip it

in your rucksack and go.
$29.99, tentworld.com.au
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You’ll feel like a king
each time you swan
around your
homestead in these
handmade silk
pyjamas. Derek Roses’s
coveted nightwear is
available in a variety of
original prints including
Brindisi 7 (shown). Soft
and elegant, the
pyjamas feature a
three-pocket jacket
with classic collar, and
a mother of pearl
two-button fly with
elasticated sides on
the trousers.
$1,030, derek-rose.com

Style

DRESS LIKE

IDRIS ELBA
The Dark Tower’s antihero delivers on the style 

front. Here’s how to nail his low-key look

MONEY
NO OBJECT

Lounge opulently with these silk PJs

THE COAT
Idris Elba couldn’t care less 
about traditional red carpet 
style. We love his olive 
trench worn over a black 
Burberry polo. For a similar 
look try the Michael Kors 
Cotton-blend Trench Coat 
($600, michaelkors.com).

THE TROUSERS
Idris allows extra length at 
the bottom of his chino-
style pants to sit over those 
knock-out sneakers. Do the 
same with a pair of longer-
length Selected Homme 
Slim Fit Chinos in Decadent 
($89, asos.com).

THE SHOES
Christian Louboutin’s 
sneaker-boot hybrids lend 
Idris’s outfit a tougher edge. 
Step out in similar style with 
Louboutin’s Louis Calf shoes 
($1,195, christianlouboutin.
com).

The Foreo Luna 2 for Men ($249, foreo.com) is a palm-
sized facial brush designed to cleanse, tone and prep 
skin for shaving. It has textured dual sides: one for 
cleansing, one for anti-ageing. The brush is small but not 
slippery when wet, thanks to an easy-grip antibacterial 
silicone covering. Foreo claims the brush has 450 uses 
per charge, and while we haven’t been using it that 
long, ours is still going strong after a month’s use.

There are 12 levels of intensity, depending on 
individual skin needs. We used the brush morning and 
night, applying a cleanser to our face then moving the 
brush in small circles over our skin for one minute as 
instructed. It was clear from the first use that Foreo’s 
T-Sonic tech (8,000 pulsations per minute) removed 
more dirt, oil and dead skin than a cleanser alone, 
leaving skin smoother and more vibrant. That cleansing 
action also had a ‘lifting’ effect on facial hairs, leading to 
less razor burn than usual. 

The brush’s anti-ageing mode uses lower-frequency 
pulsations to tone fine lines, and can be massaged over 
skin after moisturising to boost its effectiveness. 
Although our fine lines are still present, we noticed after 
a few uses that our skin felt better toned. Ultimately, the 
Foreo Luna 2 for Men is a nifty facial brush for perking 
up dull, slack skin, pre- and post-shave, especially during 
the drier winter months.

THE FINAL WORD Foreo’s facial brush delivers a deeper 
cleanse and preps skin for rash-free shaving.

 

FOREO LUNA 2 
FOR MEN

Clean your face and reduce shaver burn 

through the power of sound

BRUSH UP WELL
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My keyboard makes my hands hurt. Help!
GARETH U., IPSWICH

Horizon

T3’s most furious (in every sense) 
typist is here to save your jointsGADGET GURU

ABOVE
Watch Robo

lawnmowers take

over the garden

(and the world)

A
We make some of our most
unwise decisions at a desk.
Guru just caught himself

leaning sideways with his wrists all 
wonky, and now his hands are
throbbing. The ergonomics of your
workstation could be as much to
blame as your keyboard; make sure
you’re kitted out with a good desk
and a proper office chair – try the
$819 Herman Miller Sayl if you’re 
feeling really flush, or IKEA’s
Markus ($349) otherwise.

Defeating the menace of RSI
and its sinister cousin Carpal
Tunnel Syndrome takes more than 
just sitting right. There’s no
standard hand, so if your mitts 

don’t suit, for example, the shallow 
leaf springs of the Apple Magic
Keyboard ($179), you may be
suited to a full-travel keyswitch.

Extreme tendon restitution can
be found in the wacky world of
ergonomic keyboards. There’s the
split variety, like the travel-friendly
GoldTouch Go! 2 (around $200) or
Microsoft’s Sculpt line (from $90),

which angle the individual halves of 
the keyboard outwards so that
your fingers rest on the keys
without distorting your wrists.
There’s also the scooped-out-and-
split variety as produced by
Maltron, though you’ll be paying up 
to $500.

On the silliest extreme, we have
the vertical split, where each half of
the keyboard is upright and you
hold your hands in karate-chop
fashion to type; you’ll likely have to
refer to rear-view mirrors to see
what you’re typing. Or there’s the
Orbitouch ($500), which doesn’t
have any keys, just handles that
you waggle to chord in keystrokes.

WITH THE VERTICAL SPLIT
KEYBOARD, EACH HALF OF THE 
KEYBOARD IS UPRIGHT AND 
YOU HOLD YOUR HANDS
IN KARATE-CHOP FASHION
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How can I make sure my
phone isn’t spying on me?

PARANOID, VIA EMAIL

Gadget Guru

ABOVE
Turn off Black

Mirror and stop

worrying about

your phone

spying on you

Drool is pooling in the corner of Guru’s 
mouth for the HOPii Micro Brewery, a 
high-tech fermentation device which 
promises to brew up the finest craft beers 
right on your kitchen counter. It’s a bit steep 
at US$600 retail (about $760) and GaGu 
has had to internalise his rage at both the 
HOPii’s awkwardly capitalised name and its 
insistence on using special ingredient pods 
to tie you into its ecosystem, but still. Craft 
beer at home. (See p58 for an alternative.)

Some aeons back, GaGu was asked about 
whether the Nintendo Switch was any good, 
and responded that his true assessment 
would probably depend on the eventual 
release of Super Mario Odyssey. Well the 

mustachioed one has 
arrived, and the results 
are in: the Switch is 
nigh-essential. Savvy 
developers are pulling 
some real power out 
of it: rereleases  
like Doom, LA Noire 
and Skyrim are 

tremendously
realised, and 
more original 
titles will hit 
soon. If you’re 
a gamer and don’t have a Switch, buy a 
Switch. You will love it.

Sleep is important to Guru, what little of it 
he gets – more hours of the day are reserved 
for tinkering with gadget combinations and 
smart home ideas than is realistically 
healthy. With this in mind, it’s about time for 
the ratty old sweat-soaked master bedroom 
mattress to be replaced with something 
new. But what? There are tons of bed-in-a-
box companies popping up, but choosing 
one of these is nigh-impossible without a 
showroom to go lolloping around. Most 
offer a trial period, but who’s going to be 
hoofing a mattress out of the house after 
100 days just to get it sent back? So Guru 
asks you: have you tried a mail-order 
memory foam mattress? How was it for 
you? Drop us an email with your detailed 
bedtime experiences. 

GADGET GURU’S MAGIC BOX A
There’s a bit more to this
question – our reader is 
looking for something 

which can push Dolby Digital audio 
from both HDMI and OTA sources 
through an optical connection, just 
like his current Panasonic screen 
doesn’t. The good news is that if a 
TV will pump out straight 5.1 it 
generally follows that it will also 
downconvert TrueHD and the like 
to a format your PLAYBAR can 
understand. Sadly, certain smart 
TVs have Android systems that 
can’t actually manage the task. 
Some even hide the functionality 
behind engineer-only service 
menus because they hate you.

Guru doesn’t know, or even care 
to ask, what kind of TV you’re 
looking for. He presumes, though, 
that your unwillingness to toss out 
that PLAYBAR means you’re on a 
bit of a budget. If you can’t put 
down $3,999 for the amazing Sony 
X93E, try one of LG’s UH61 range, 
which can be had for around 
$1,000 and support all kinds of 
optical audio trickery.

A
Unlucky, bub: your phone is 
probably reporting back to 
someone about something 

you’re doing. That’s just a thing that 
happens, although it’s probably not 
a process that should concern you 
too much – this is anonymised, 
limited and merely helps 
manufacturers build better phones. 

But some handsets are doing a 
little more. Guru has supported 
OnePlus in times past, but recent 
revelations about the level of 
logging and reporting in its Oxygen 
OS are a little worrying. Cheap 
Chinese Android phones are often 
much more insidious, keeping their 
masters fed with more information 
than even GaGu’s network of little 
birds knows about you. That’s a lot. 

If you’re sticking with your 
current hardware, pawing through 
your phone’s settings screens 
should give you a number of 
options to disable any voluntary 
reportage. There are further secret 
options, if you’re using Android, 

within the mysterious developer 
options screen – find these, usually, 
by tapping your phone’s version 
number seven or so times. Don’t 
go tweaking anything you don’t 
understand, mind. Guru isn’t paid 
to be your tech support monkey.

iPhones have options to turn off 
data sharing, but Apple’s privacy 
protection is pretty strong anyway.

If you’re happy to change, you 
can start by buying a phone from a 
reputable brand and hoping that 
there’s not some kind of secret 
information gathering going on. 
The bigger the company behind it, 
the more they’ll have to do to patch 
holes in their software to stop 
anything untoward sifting through 
your data. If you’re so terrified that 
someone’s listening in, it turns out 
Blackberry’s phones are still 
relevant. Models like the Priv (from 
around $300) run stock Android 
with no hidden extras, sandbox 
user accounts to protect them, and 
operate VPNs to shield your data.

What’s the best 
TV for a Sonos 
PLAYBAR?

TERRY N., 
GERRINGONG
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Don’t miss another
instalment of the

legendary Gadget Guru!

NEW ISSUE ON
SALE 16 APR

Horizon

Guru finds the finest
media you need on

your various screens

GURU’S PRECIOUS
SAMSUNG GALAXY S8 GOES 
EVERYWHERE WITH HIM –
ON THE TRAIN, IN THE TOILET,  
IN THE TRAIN TOILET…

A
This is the bit where Guru
recommends an ear bud
system, right? One of those 

things like the Here One buds
(around $400) that let you turn
down real-world audio? Yeah, no. 
GaGu’s not going to do that,
because they’re not prepared for
your favourite band turned up to 11.

You’re best off avoiding all-
sound blocking earplugs like the
Flare Isolate Pro titanium ear plugs
($100) unless you want your gig to 
sound like the neighbours two
doors down banging out a bit of
2AM jungle. Instead, pick an option
like Alpine’s reusable PartyPlugs
($25) which are designed to drop
the volume without rendering you 
entirely unable to hear.

Can I charge my 
smartphone 
wirelessly?What’s your

fave gadget?

Concerts are so 
loud, GaGu!

A
Trust Apple to get people
excited about a technology
that’s been around ages.

The Qi charging circuit in the iPhone 
X isn’t a new thing, but Guru’s
bundle of ruined charging cords is 
testament to its usefulness.

Short answer: yes. If your phone
has Qi charging built in, you just
need a charging pad – Anker does
one for around $45. If it doesn’t,
you’ll need to add it on. On iPhones,
tuck the ribbon-cabled iQi Mobile
Qi Receiver ($50) into a suitable 
case (or, indeed, buy iQi’s Qi-
integrated case). Similar receivers 
are available for Android.

A
That is like asking Guru
which of his children is his
favourite (it’s GaGu Jr)

although his gadgets tend to rate
a bit higher on the depth chart than
his grubby progeny. Top of the tree
has to be the everpresent Samsung
Galaxy S8 ($999). It’s with Guru on
the train, in the toilet, in the train
toilet – although the barrage of lewd 
Snapchats from Guru’s admirers 
can be a bit of a negative.

Let’s turn this around to you,
readers: drop us an email and let
Guru know your favourite gadget
– apart from your phone, because
that is a cop-out answer that only
a terrible charlatan would give.
The results will feature in a future
issue if GaGu actually remembers 
to collate them.

LESLIE F.,
NEWCASTLE

ABOVE
When the music

just won’t stop

no matter how

hard you push

in the plugs

OWEN B.,
BANKSTOWN

EDWARD J.,  
HOBARTNOW

PLAYING

A MORTICIAN’S TALE

In this new indie game out on

PC, you play a young mortician

in charge of a funeral home. If

that sounds a bit morbid, think

again: this is adorable, quirky

and very funny storytelling.

FEVER RAY – PLUNGE

After eight years away, Fever

Ray returns with her new

album, Plunge. Featuring the

freakishly catchy single To

the Moon and Back, Fever Ray

proves she’s the electro queen.

MY LIFE AS A COURGETTE

This French production is the

strange, but touching tale

of an orphaned boy called

Courgette, all presented in

glorious claymation. It well

deserved its Oscar nomination.

22 T3 F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8



‘ve been sitting in
a well-decorated
for an hour. It feel
bit longer than th

least because my boyfriend
giving menuclear death sta
the seat to my right.

A decent proportion of t
audience has walked out, a
left are merrily chattering a
themselves or engaging in
compulsive phone proddin
though we’re in a cinema so, of
course, there’s no signal.

The reason is that a well-known
Korean tech brand – let’s call them
‘Samsung’ – has decided to hold
what is either the bravest or most
ill-conceived launch event ever.

Christmas day, every day
People often ask me, “What’s it like
doing your job? I bet your house is
all full of gadgets.” And, to be fair,
yes, my house is all full of gadgets.

 More succinctly, a colleague
recently asked, “It’s like Christmas
every day for you guys, is it?”

This seemed to hit the nail on the
head, because it is like Christmas
every day. By which I mean it’s quite
repetitive, and generally slightly
disappointing. Yes, some of what
comes in is like getting a LEGO
Millennium Falcon, but a lot of it is
like socks, and not even good ones.

Going to tech launch events can
also feel a bit like having Christmas
every day: same food, same people,
way too much booze, and a
reassuring yet tiring atmosphere
of opulent same-iness.

So at least Samsung tried
something new. As you know, it
does a range of stylish washing
machines that let you add missing
socks mid-wash, and employ a
range of technologies with exciting
names like ‘EcoBubble’,

adve
that Samsung was just spending a
bit of excess cash on an unusually
themed party and a short film to
rival John Lewis’ Christmas ads.

One slightly odd detail I was
aware of was that the music for this
ad was by contemporary classical
composer Michael Nyman, best
known for the soundtrack to The
Piano, in which Harvey Keitel crawls
around in the nude, grunting.

the mood got worse.
I swear this is no exaggeration: 

the film was 66 minutes of a 
close-up of a washing machine. 

Okay, to be fair, it would 
transition, agonisingly slowly, to a 
slightly tighter or wider close-up of 
the same washing machine. Less 
frequently, during the longest 66 
minutes of all time, it would cut to 
a wide shot of Michael Nyman, 
playing his composition on the 
piano, right next to the washing 
machine, while looking like an 
angry owl. I could sympathise with 
his enraged plight. 

However, we did stay to the 
end, and Nyman’s unadorned, 
percussive piano music was 
undeniably good. The visuals, by 
definition, were pretty tedious. 
What Samsung had done here, in 
effect, was commission Michael 
Nyman to write a piece of music, 
like an Austrian archduke getting 
Mozart to knock up a chamber 
piece for their birthday party.

The result was purest avant 
garde cinema, of a type very few 
people would pay to see. It was 
boring to watch, but also the most 
out-there, arty, daring tech launch 
I’ve ever been to. I’m not sure my 
other half’s ever going to forgive 
me for dragging him along, mind…

This is no exaggeration: 
the film was 66 minutes 
of a close-up of a
washing machine…

Cool tech, beautif
premieres of films

inema
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, not

s from

those
ong
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even

uick~Drive
nicorn Rinse
pamMagic’ an
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Samsung wanted to
omote this, by making a short
m call Washing Machine, t

Feature Fi . And being lucky,
as-every-day me, I got an invite.

I assumed it would be a five-minu
b bly animate a

ats,
d nobo

av n an

l design……
s about wa ac
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So we pitched up, me and my +1, 
and there was champers and a host 
who looked like he might have been 
off the telly, as he was a bit twitchy 
and his suit was way too tight.

When we finally traipsed into the 
auditorium, he introduced the film 
with the phrase, “People complain 
that films these days are too long, 
but this is only 66 minutes long.”

At once, the temperature in the 
room plunged as if he’d told us 
there was a bomb under one of the 

Opinion
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State of the Art

Get pro-level photos wherever you go, with these pocket-friendly, 

lightweight, mirrorless cameras

Mirror, mirror
 Words: Gavin Stoker  Photography: Neil Godwin

FUJIFILM X-E3

compact extends and updates
Fuji’s popular X series range, with
faster response when shooting and
touchscreen convenience.
From $1,095 (body only)

1 CANON EOS M100
The replacement for the old EOS 
M10 shows Canon’s continued 
commitment to the compact system 
camera format, with three body 
colour choices.
From $869 (with 15-45mm lens)

3OLYMPUS O-MD  
E-M10 MK III
This retro-styled, third-generation 
interchangeable-lens travel camera 
gets a bigger grip and better control 
with a black or silver body.
From $999 (body only)

2

WHAT’S ON TEST…

1
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Mirrorless cameras

side from the seductive design

based on trophy film cameras of

old, it’s easy to see the appeal of

mirrorless digital cameras. As

their classification suggests, the mirror

mechanisms of traditional, bulkier SLR

cameras have been removed to enable smaller

camera bodies, which has the knock-on

effect of more compact lenses. The result is

a lighter overall weight and less back and

shoulder ache when carting one around all

day. At the same time, crucially, and in the 

A
majority of cases, the sensor at the heart of

each camera has stayed the same size as

that found in a larger digital SLR. That has

maintained quality very near to – or in some

cases on a par with – a larger, outwardly more

‘professional’ camera. This has meant not

only enthusiastic amateurs but also a wave of

professional photographers ‘going mirrorless’.

As a result, and unlike the DSLR or cheaper

point-and-shoot compact market, mirrorless

cameras, alongside premium cameras, are 

still very much booming.

It’s worth noting when eyeing up any

mirrorless camera that you’ll be buying into

that particular manufacturer’s system, by

which we mean the various attendant lenses,

flashes and accessories you’ll need with the

body. So, if you’re considering expanding

your equipment in the future, take a look at

the additional bits of kit each provides – and 

how many. In other words, a purchase

decision shouldn’t be based 100 per cent on

how funky a specific camera looks, but also 

the support that comes with it.

2

3
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anon’s modernist M100 is the 

option here that looks and feels 

the most outwardly plastic-y,  

but then it’s also the least 

expensive and, given the fact that it boasts a 

physically large APS-C-sized sensor – the 

bigger the sensor, theoretically the better the 

photos – it is stupendously small. With 

minimal top- and back-plate buttons and 

controls, this is a camera that anyone could 

pick up and start snapping with. Those who 

prefer more physical, tactile controls for 

tweaking manual settings may be 

disappointed, however, and the lack of an 

eye-level viewfinder may be further 

deflating; stills and videos are instead 

composed via its backplate LCD. The built-in 

flash, sunk unobtrusively into the top plate, 

but which springs forth dramatically when 

activated, is also a neat trick.

Overtly old-school with its rangefinder-

camera-like ridged dials on the top plate to 

govern shutter speed and exposure, and 

vacant hotshoe for attaching various 

accessories, Fuji’s X-E2 should appeal to  

Overtly old-school,  
the Fuji X-E2 should 
appeal to the nostalgic

For handling and design, we loved the tactile buttons on

the Olympus and the flexibility of tilting touchscreen 

plus eye-level viewfinder with built-in sensor

the nostalgic. If it weren’t for the LCD screen 

on the backplate, we might imagine this 

camera was from the 1970s. We do however 

get a built-in electronic viewfinder with eye 

sensor, that switches the eye-level window 

on and the larger LCD below it off.

For those who like their cameras crammed 

with tactile controls but still small enough to 

slip into a coat pocket, the brand’s E-M10 MK 

III will satisfy with its mix of classical styling 

and contemporary practicality. It has it all in 

terms of handling; eye-level viewfinder plus 

larger tilting LCD, along with vacant hotshoe 

for adding an accessory flash, plus there’s a 

built-in bulb hidden just above the lens.  

In practical terms, the smaller Four Thirds 

sensor employed by the Olympus, as opposed 

to the larger APS-C sensors in the Canon and 

Fuji, enables a longer focal reach from a 

physically smaller lens.

DESIGN & 
HANDLING

TEST 01:

These cameras resemble a dream, but is 
their handling heavenly or nightmarish?

FUJIFILM X-E3

TEST 01: WINNER

SPECS 

MEGAPIXELS (EFFECTIVE) 24.3 megapixels SENSOR APS-C X-Trans 
CMOS III VIEWFINDER 0.39-inch, 2,360k dot OLED EVF LCD 3-inch 

CONNECTIVITY USB, micro-HDMI, stereo mini 
microphone connector BATTERIES Rechargeable lithium ion (up to 
350 shots approx.) STORAGE SD, SDHC, SDXC WEIGHT 337g with 
battery and card DIMENSIONS

O-MD E-M10 MK III

C

The X-E3 is solidly built, but, like the Canon, can’t compete with the 
comfortable depth of the Olympus’ handgrip

State of the Art
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CANON EOS M100OLYMPUS O-MD E-M10 MK III

SPECS 

MEGAPIXELS (EFFECTIVE) 24.2 megapixels SENSOR 25.8 megapixel 
APS-C CMOS VIEWFINDER No (via LCD only) LCD 3-inch vari-angle 
touch screen, 1040K dots CONNECTIVITY USB, micro-HDMI
BATTERY Rechargeable lithium ion (up to 410 shots in Eco mode)
STORAGE SD, SDHC, SDXC card WEIGHT 302g with battery and 
card DIMENSIONS 108.2x67.1x35.1mm

SPECS 

MEGAPIXELS (EFFECTIVE) 16.1 megapixels SENSOR  Four Thirds 
4/3-inch CMOS  VIEWFINDER 2360k dot EVF LCD  3-inch tilting 
touchscreen, 1.04m dots CONNECTIVITY USB, micro-HDMI 
BATTERY Rechargeable lithium ion (up to 330 shots) STORAGE  
SD, SDHC, SDXC card WEIGHT 410g with battery and card 
DIMENSIONS 121.5x83.6x49.5mm

TALKIN’ ’BOUT
A RESOLUTION
WHY THE NUMBER OF PIXELS 
QUOTED FOR A CAMERA 
DOESN’T ALWAYS HAVE A 
CORRELATION WITH HOW 
‘GOOD’ THE END IMAGE IS

megapixel resolutions offered by the 
Canon and Fuji cameras on test here would 
seem to out-gun the Olympus’ relatively 
humble 16.1 megapixels. But, of course, 
that’s only if we’re playing the numbers 
game. Pixels aren’t everything, because the 
ability of the lens in use to resolve all that 
information, and the physical dimensions of 

the sensor onto which light is directed, also 
play their part. The Canon and Fuji offer 
larger APS-C-sized sensors, as typically 
found in DSLRs, while the Olympus uses 
the smaller Four Thirds type. But if using  
a smaller chip, cramming less pixels onto it 
makes sense, because overcrowding can 
lead to visible image grain or ‘noise’ the 
darker the shooting conditions get.

BEST FOR 
DESIGN

The M100’s touchscreen means physical controls are relatively few The E-M10 Mark III’s choice of tilting touchscreen plus eye-level electronic 

Mirrorless cameras
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mall camera, big sensor is the

chief appeal of the Canon EOS

M100, which in practical terms

ensures it’s a camera compact

enough to slip comfortably into a jacket,

while being able to achieve DSLR-like image

quality. While there are a handful of EF-M-

mount lenses that can be attached to this

camera directly, buying an optional adapter 

provides access to 70+ additional lenses,

which is a huge advantage. Simplicity and

price ensure this is attractive for anyone

stepping up from a smartphone, who will love 

the touchscreen plus Wi-Fi and Bluetooth

options for sharing images. We were using

this one with a 15-45mm kit lens, a good 

all-encompassing starter option.

Also with a big sensor, yet a slightly

bigger and heavier frame, the Fuji X-E3 is,

surprisingly, the first in its series to feature

Bluetooth. Like the others here, focus and

exposure can be controlled with a finger tap 

on the LCD, even if the screen itself isn’t

angle-adjustable. We also get finger-pinch-

and-flick zoom capabilities, reminiscent of a

smartphone screen, plus a newly developed

image recognition algorithm. Aluminium 

Simplicity and price make 
the EOS M100 attractive 
for smartphone users 

milled top-plate dials, letting us get to the

nitty gritty, help this one stand out from the 

crowd. We were using the Fuji with an

18-55mm standard zoom, allowing for a

broad range of subject matter to be captured.

While the Olympus can’t compete with

the other two here for sensor size or headline

resolution, it is feature-packed, including

adjustable LCD, flash, touch-panel screen and

eye-level viewfinder. We also get five-axis

image stabilisation deployed when shooting

stills and video, with the latest must-have of

4K capture being offered. New features of the

Mark III include a Bleach Bypass digital effects

filter, while the shooting mode menu includes 

an Advanced Photo Mode, providing the

ability to fine-tune imagery in-camera,

as well as access fun settings such as Live

Composite and Multiple Exposure modes.

So less time spent on the computer later.

FEATURES
TEST 02: FUJIFILM X-E3

Outwardly retro and tank-like in build, Fuji’s concession to modernity is 

Although it possesses a smaller sensor and resolution

than its rivals, the Olympus crams features into its solid

frame, offering everything a photographer could want

TEST 02: WINNER

O-MD E-M10 MK III

S

State of the Art
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CANON EOS M100OLYMPUS O-MD E-M10 MK III

INCREDIBLE 
POWER
CAMERA MANUFACTURERS
ALWAYS AIM TO PUT MORE
POWER IN OUR HANDS. BUT
COMPROMISE IS NECESSARY

We all want to squeeze as many photos
and/or videos out of our camera battery as
possible, but, then again, the smaller form
factor of a mirrorless camera necessitates

a battery life roughly half that of larger,

shots is the average for mirrorless (or
‘compact system‘) cameras, certain
manufacturers, such as Canon with its

the option of ‘eco’ modes that turn some

just a bit more juice and longevity out of a
fully charged cell. So if you need that one 

maximum quality alongside regular JPEGscontrol results without delving into on-screen menus

BEST FOR
FEATURES

Mirrorless cameras
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The Fuji required more familiarisation to get the best results, suggesting 
those who linger over their shots will get the most out of it

he diminutive Canon is more

fiddly than conventionally styled,

larger rivals; we had to raise its

screen to get a fingernail under

the catch for media card access, which the

screen bezel otherwise obscures. The lack of

a proper handgrip was also more noticeable.

However, it was quick to power up, find focus

and capture a shot, and presenting its three

core shooting modes on a dial next to the

shutter-release button keeps things simple.

Image quality is good, if not quite knockout,

with warm colours straight out of the camera, 

and particularly lush autumnal greens,

browns and blues. We were able to achieve

some pleasing shallow-depth-of-field effects 

with the kit lens.

The Olympus E-M10 Mark III is the most

comfortable and natural in use – its large,

prominent top-plate buttons and dials,

exposed like a clock’s inner mechanisms, aid

adjustments on the fly. The fact that they’re

crammed together may make for a daunting

layout for the uninitiated, but the OM-D is

swift and responsive, and its rear LCD is

impressively sharp. Also detailed are its

pictures, even with a bog-standard 14-42mm 

The E-M10 Mark III feels
the most comfortable and 
natural in the palm

zoom lens. Colours fall on the side of

naturalistic when compared with the Canon,

but can be vividly enriched in-camera via art 

effects filters if so desired.

Our second choice for performance and

convenience after the Olympus would be the 

Fuji X-E3. Again, we loved its tweakable

top-plate dials for shutter and exposure, but

more direct access to shooting modes would

have been preferable. As it is, we get a small

‘drive’ button that doubles up as the delete

button on the backplate for this purpose,

with stills capture at the top of a left-of-

screen menu, and video capture relegated to

bottom. Again, you get bags of detail out of

the X-E3’s images, plus a real lushness to

forest greens and browns in our test shots.

The Fuji is actually our top choice for imagery,

but the extra responsiveness of the Olympus 

means it edges to the top in this test.

PERFORMANCE
TEST 03:

Features and innovations aside, the
cameras’ response is what matters

FUJIFILM X-E3

The smaller sensor and lower resolution should put the

Olympus at a disadvantage, but its strong quality and 

impressive responsiveness win the day

TEST 03: WINNER

O-MD E-M10 MARK III

T

State of the Art
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Despite its busy control layout, the performance of the Olympus E-M10
Mark III was the smoothest: swift, responsive and everything’s to hand

CANON EOS M100OLYMPUS O-MD E-M10 MK III

EYE-LEVEL
VIEWFINDER OR
BACKPLATE LCD?
TWO WAYS TO COMPOSE YOUR 
SHOTS – AT EYE LEVEL VIA A
VIEWFINDER OR AT ARM’S
LENGTH VIA BACKPLATE LCD

In the smartphone and tablet age, we’re
adept at holding a portable screen out at
arm’s length to snap a picture or capture a
video. But, with SLR cameras, originally
without any screen, the convention was
always to hold the camera up to your eye

set up the shot. Nowadays, mirrorless
digital cameras tend to offer the choice of 

both – eye-level shooting for the photo
enthusiasts, and the by-now more familiar
option of a large backplate screen. Which
you prefer largely comes down to personal
taste, but at least visibility via an eye-level

LCD might, so having both is a bonus.
Canon is the only camera here without an 

The Canon is fast and responsive, though we found a lack of dedicated 
buttons made it less, rather than more, intuitive in use

Mirrorless cameras
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3rd

1st

2nd

SIX WAYS TO GET MORE FROM YOUR MIRRORLESS CAMERA

State of the Art
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IMPRESSED Solidly built with

camera styling; we love the

IMPROVE Unlike its rivals, the
Fuji’s screen cannot be tilted or

FINAL WORD

IMPRESSED Canon has

IMPROVE

the more accessible buttons and

FINAL WORLD

FUJIFILM X-E3

From $1,095 (body only), 

CANON EOS M100

From $869 (with 15-45mm lens), 

01 GET UP EARLY
…to catch the light. Landscape 
photographers are always up at 
an unpleasant hour to catch the 
dawn mist rising as the golden 
rays of the sun break through 
the dim. It’s not just that they 
are better photographers than 
the rest of us, just that they 
made the special effort. 

02 TAKE A LOT 

It’s a rule-of-thumb that 
professional photographers 
swear by. The more shots you 

take, the more likely you are to 
capture that decisive ‘wow’ 
moment. As you’re shooting 
digitally, there is no added cost 
to taking more pictures!

03 MAKE USE OF  
OFF-CAMERA FLASH
…or off-camera lighting of  
any description, including 
continuous LEDs. This allows 
you to control the light better 
than any built-in bulb. Thus 

when taking portraits and the 
curse of ‘red eye’ will be avoided.

04 BUY YOURSELF 

And a spare media card while 
you’re at it. We all take more 
pictures – or longer videos – 
than we’d imagined. Too often 
our creativity is thwarted by  
a ‘card full’ or ‘battery low’ 
warning. So avoid missing great 
shots by packing a spare.

05 INVEST IN A 

Yes, we can tweak photos 
in-camera using digital effects, 
or spend time image processing 

later to achieve the desired 
result. But why not get it right at 
the point of capture and avoid 

also serve as lens protectors?

06 RUN A QUICK 
CHECKLIST
Do this before each shoot. Make  

camera lens is wiped clean 
before heading out, ensure the 
battery is fully charged, plus 
that your memory card has 
enough availability left.

OLYMPUS OM-D E-M10 MARK III

From $999 (body only)

THE OVERALL 
WINNER IS…

VERDICT:

WE’RE IMPRESSED

had three iterations to get it 

 

WE’D IMPROVE The control 

THE FINAL WORD 

or more solidly built rivals, but 

 



ESSENTIAL
PIECES OF KIT
Enhance your photographic prowess further 

tech goodies…

 1 MANFROTTO 
BEFREE ADVANCED

$299, manfrotto.com

 2LOWEPRO STREETLINE  
BP 250 BACKPACK

$269, lowepro.com

 3ONA ROMA 

$99.95, rushfaster.com.au

 4 ROTOLIGHT NEO 2

$659, rotolight.com

 5 ADAPTALUX 

From $316, adaptalux.com

01

5
02

03

04 05
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Words: Alex Cox Photography: Neil GodwinControl your kit, hear your tunes and have a nice

conversation too. But which one should you

choose? T3 rates the best smart home speakers,

so you can upgrade your home with ease…

Smart home speakers
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SMART
HOME
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Smart home speakers
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Three big names in smart assistants, but only two on test...

AMAZON 
Amazon’s aggressive licensing of Alexa 

means it’s made its way into a number of 
new devices recently, though not all of them 
offer the same full control or range of skills 

that Amazon’s own Echo range has. Bear that 
in mind when buying.

GOOGLE 
At press time, Google’s own devices are 

the only way to use the advanced smarts 
of Google Assistant at home, but there are 

more coming – the company opened the 
Assistant up to other companies in mid-

2017, so we’ll see more in 2018.

SIRI
Apple’s been taking its time bringing a Siri-based 

smart home speaker to market; Homepod was 
originally slated for a summer 2017 release, 

but has been delayed until early 2018 for more 

going up against some strong competition.

The hidden talent



BEST FOR
SOUND

QUALITY

Smart home speakers
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Sonos’ reputation speaks for itself: it may have been

THE FINAL WORD

Sonos One
$299, sonos.com



Amazon Echo
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Amazon Echo
$152, amazon.com

While the smarts inside stay more or less the same, Amazon’s
redesigned second-gen Echo does things a little differently on the

THE FINAL WORD

 



BEST FOR
DESIGN

Smart home speakers 
Amazon Echo Plus
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The upper end of Amazon’s audio Echo line sticks
more closely to the original Echo design, at least
outwardly. Again, it’s import only at this stage. Available
in looming black, industrial silver or appliance white,
this hefty cylinder retains the size and dotted speaker
grille of its forebear. Volume is controlled by asking

the rotating volume collar on the top. Like its more squat
sibling, there’s a new Dolby-powered speaker package
installed, and this unit’s size gives rise to a somewhat
larger and more resonant sound. The Echo Plus is much
more than a smart speaker, though. Amazon has brought 
in Zigbee support, meaning the Echo Plus operates
as a proper home hub, controlling your smart devices
directly rather than interfacing with their own hubs. This
should (if your devices are compatible, as tons are) vastly
simplify and speed up any home setup, and the Alexa app

kit, making it easy to set up. At least in theory: its home
hub portion feels somewhat buggy at this stage, although 
we’d gamble on it improving as the Echo Plus ages.

THE FINAL WORD
An Echo but so much more – once the home hub teething 
troubles are sorted, this will be unbeatable.

 

Amazon
Echo Plus
$240, amazon.com



BEST FOR
EASE OF

USE

Mirrorless cameras
Smart home speakers

Google Home
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While many features stay the same between them, your
choice of a smart ecosystem can make a big difference to
your day to day. Case in point, Google Assistant – available
on the Home and Home Mini, as well as some other speakers 
coming soon – is the only way to control a Chromecast
vocally, and it’s much more adept at using natural language
than its competitor. While it had more trouble with our
accent than Alexa did (and, on the Home, struggled more to
hear its wake word) there’s also proper multi-user support
built in, with voice recognition for everyone in your family 
and their personal Google accounts.

The unit itself is small and apes the styling of many of

of RGB LEDs in said slice, and a cloth grille for its speaker. 
Not the sort of thing that’s hard to tuck away, but not
overly obtrusive either. It throws out a bouncy sound when
streaming via Wi-Fi or Bluetooth, although the Home isn’t
strong enough to replace your proper stereo by any means, 
particularly as it lacks any form of physical output.

T3 SAYS
The best way to access Google Assistant in the home right
now, but extended support in 2018 could send it packing.

 

Google Home
$199, store.google.com



BEST FOR
PORTABILITY

Smart home speakers
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JBL has a plan for you. You’re going to have a party,
and things are going to get loud and wet, somehow. Thankfully

waterproof speaker range. There’s actually two to choose from, the
Link 10 and the Link 20, with the only difference being their physical
size. Both have Google Home baked in, and if you own another Google
Home speaker, it’s easy to set them up and have a multi-room speaker-
fest running in mere minutes. Google Home integration means you can

get a bit too much and you need time away from your rowdy house
guests. The meshy Link 10 stands nearly 17cm tall, and pumps out a lot

that clean sweet spot of bass and crisp treble. It’s portable, too, charged

input. Your Wi-Fi signal needs to be pretty strong, as the Link 10 only 
remembers one network at a time. 

THE FINAL WORD

 

JBL Link 10
$229, jbl.com.au



Google Home Mini
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Aww, isn’t it cute? Google’s teensy little Home, pitched
in both size and price to compete directly with Amazon’s
Echo Dot, one-ups its puck-shaped competition in the
style stakes, and it’s got audio built in too. It’s like a
technologically adept cloth pebble, with a string of four
hidden RGB lights in the top, hidden touch buttons on the
edges of the cloth, and a physical switch for deactivating 
the microphone array.

For its size, the Home Mini belts out some perfectly
reasonable and somewhat surprising tones with muscle,
and voice recognition is good. Like the larger Google Home, 
though, this is no replacement for a more competent
speaker system, and there’s no audio output, either 3.5mm
or Bluetooth, so if you’re looking to connect a stereo to
your network you’ll also need to invest in a Chromecast

or a second pair of ears for a new room, it’s perfect.

THE FINAL WORD
Small it may be, but there’s nothing subtle about the Home 
Mini’s sound, and it’s an absolute bargain at the price.

 

Google Home Mini
$79, store.google.com



Smart home speakers 
T3’s top picks
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JBL Link 10

Best-in-class smart home speakers whatever your priority

T3

 



HOME
Get the complete smart home lifestyle

Edited by Claire Davies

44

THE SET-UP
The Nest Protect
could be the most
important piece of

tech you ever install
in the home. Here’s 

how to do it

47

HOME UPGRADE
Suck up dirt – effort-
free – and save time

with the smartest
robot vac ever:
Neato’s Botvac

48

HOME TEST
Four of the best
mood-boosting

smart table lamps
put to the test, so

you can just sit
back and relax

50

LIVING SMARTER
Unlock the potential
of your smart home

in the evening, by
using your gadgets
to ensure a better

night’s sleep
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Home 

THE 
SET-UP

Each issue, we show you how to set  
up a key piece of connected-home 

tech. This month…  
Nest Protect

ESSENTIAL ALERTS
The Nest Protect will send

bunch of reasons. Obviously, it’ll
let you know when it sees smoke,

or detects high levels of carbon
monoxide, but it will also alert you
when its batteries are running low,

the internet, if it detects a failure in
one of its sensors, or if it’s getting

close to its expiry date (each
Protect lasts 10 years, the maximum

A LITTLE HELP
It wouldn’t be a smart home doodad
if it couldn’t talk to other products.

Nest Protect is compatible with
anything that has the Works With

Nest logo, but being a specialist
safety product, it’s not something

that opens up a whole new world of
exciting interaction – it plays well
with others in a few key ways to

boost what it already does. There
are some examples on the next page,

or see nest.com/au/works-with-
nest for a full list of compatible stuff.
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The set-up

TAKE MORE CONTROL
OF YOUR HOME SAFETY
WITH A SMART ALARM
If you only ever buy one piece of  
smart home tech, make it this

If there’s one consistent thing about smart
home products that really hit the mark, it’s

‘dumb’ equivalent could, in a way that quickly
convinces you to never go back, it’s a true
essential – and that goes double when we’re

screws onto the wall or ceiling like any other
smoke alarm, but it does a lot to help you with
general peace of mind, as well as kicking up a 

For a start, it connects to your Wi-Fi
network, so you can check its status from
anywhere at any time, and it doesn’t just warn
you of smoke with a noise: it sends your phone

usefully for novice or forgetful chefs, it gives
you a gentle warning about lower-level smoke
build-up before it gets to the stage where it
fully kicks off, so you can silence it with a press
of its central button (or through the app), save
your ears, and open a window to clear the

know their location, and alert you together, so

that smoke has been detected in the kitchen,

You don’t have to test it: you can set it to test
itself, and while you’re out, it uses its own

dim green light around its central button, and 
when you turn the lights off for bed, this

working correctly, so you know you’re covered

smoke, which means it can differentiate smoke
from steam, so your shower won’t accidentally
set it off – but the sensors can also detect

and you walk past it in the middle of the night,

The Nest Protect costs $189 for both the

read more about the models at nest.com/au.
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Home
The set-up

Let’s get your Nest Protect set up, and show you  
how to access its most important options

SAFE & SOUND

POWER 
PLUGS
If your Protect 
detects  
a carbon 
monoxide 
build-up, it can 

tell your Belkin WeMo switches to 
turn your appliances off, in case 
they’re the cause. That’s especially 
handy if your WeMo is connected 
to an electirc heater, but it could 
also be useful to turn off your 
stereo to alert you to a problem.

SMART 
LIGHTING 
When the Protect 
detects a smoke 
emergency, your 
Philips Hue or 
LIFX lights will 

 
help warn you, 
then stay red, 

which helps cut through the smoke.  
They’ll do this even when turned 
off in the middle of the night, so 
you easily see your escape route.

INTERNET 
CAMERAS 
If you have a Nest 
Cam as well as  
a Protect, your 
camera will kick 
into life when 
smoke is detected, 
sending you a 
video clip along 

you’re away from home, you can see 
that it’s just the kids burning the
toast instead of having to call 000.

PROTECT AND 
CONNECT WITH 
MORE GEAR
Some smart home recipes 
that work with Nest

0101

SET IT UP IN THE APP
Get the Nest app on your 
phone if you don’t already 

have it, and log into your Nest
account (or create one if you 
need to). Tap the ‘Add New’ 
button to add a Nest device, 
then follow the instructions 

on-screen, which will guide you
through adding the product 

using the QR code on the back,
and adding it to your Wi-Fi.

0202

CHOOSE A LOCATION
As part of the set-up process,

you’ll need to specify the 
Protect’s location – this is 

what it will call itself if it needs
to alert you to something, so 

pick one that makes sense for
where you’ve installed it.  

(‘Master Bedroom’) to the 
wider (‘Upstairs’).  You can 

also type in your own location.

0303

NEST HOME
When you have at least one 
product installed, the Nest 

shows a Home screen when 
you open it. This lists any 

products you own, grouped by 
location, with easy access to 
any handy controls for them 
– a Protect is represented by 

green ring showing if it’s all 
working as intended.

GIVE IT A CHECK-UP
On the Nest app’s Home

screen, tap the icon
representing your Protect.

A new screen will appear, with
an immediate pop-up showing

the health of your Protect,
including the last times it

tested itself. Dismiss this and
tap the ‘Check-up’ option at

the bottom to run tests,
including the full alarm noise.

ALARM OPTIONS
Tap the cog in the top-right

corner of this screen for some

lets you choose whether your
Protect tests its own alarm

system once per month – you
can specify a time, and it will

wait until you’re not at home in

lets you toggle whether alarms
can be stopped from the app.

NEST SENSE
In the list of your Protects on 

this screen, tap one’s name for 

fancier options, including its 
night-light mode and advanced 

warnings before alarms, are 

them to see what they do, and 
turn them on or off. You can 
also change its location and 
tweak the light’s brightness.

“There’s no way I’d 
go back from using 
a smart alarm to a 
regular one. The extra 

peace of mind you get is huge, and 
bonuses like getting a warning 
before it goes off cement it for me. 
I think everyone should get one.”
PAUL TAYLOR, EDITOR

SAYS…
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LaserSmart tech helps
the Botvac to map and
navigate rooms while
robust suction delivers  
a powerf l clean

We’re so over vacuuming. It’s sweaty work
and there are far more exciting things we
could be doing instead of sucking up
dust-balls from under the sofa. If you’re
of the same mindset, Neato wants to end
your house labour woes with its new
robot vacuum, the Botvac D7 Connected.
It sounds ace, but be warned: initial
pricing suggests it could cost north of

To justify that price tag, Neato’s
marketing the Botvac D7 Connected as
“the most powerful, intuitive and
connected robot vacuum you will ever
own”. (Which seems like an overly bold
claim. Ever
achieve this with a range of smart cleaning

and mapping features, plus a new and
improved Neato app offering additional
alerts and a Cleaning Summary Map.

LaserSmart tech helps the new Botvac
to precisely map and navigate rooms, so
it’s not bumping around all the time, while 

robust suction, an ultra-performance

system should combine to deliver a
powerful clean.

Use the Botvac D7 Connected in
Discovery Mode and it will create a
personalised MyFloorPlan (which you can

virtual ‘No-Go’ lines, blocking off any
rooms you don’t want cleaned at that point
in time. The vacuum is also launching with
IFTTT compatibility, enabling integration
with Alexa, Google Home, Apple Watch
and Neato ChatBot for Facebook.

It rolls out this spring, with a price

neatorobotics.com for more information.

The D-shape helps the

cleaner get into corners

without scuffing them

(and it’ll remember

where the walls

are once it’s been

around the room)

Leave the vacuuming to the robot by letting Neato’s powerful new 
Botvac D7 Connected clean house. Time to put your feet up!

Clean up your act
HOME UPGRADE

Home
Upgrade
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STYLISH PORTABLE

Home 

ELGATO AVEA FLARE
$189.95, elgato.com

The Elgato Avea Flare’s egg-shaped design looks great
anywhere you put it, and – as with the other lamps here –

its battery power enables it to be carried all over; even

suggest an eye-searing light output, in reality this is anything

the mood rather than lighting a room, though multiple lights

automatically recognise each light and coordinate their output

WITTI NOTTI
US$49.99 ($63.42), wittidesign.com

those initial impressions and you’ll be rewarded with a capable
little smart light, that’s easy to carry wherever you go and that

it’s really rather bright (considering its size); and you can adjust

It’s the priciest light here, but there’s a lot to love
about the Avea Flare it’s easy to charge and great 

as a mood light indoors or out.

 

The smallest, and possibly smartest, light in this group.
Great for taking places, and friends will love dancing 

in time with it at parties.

 

VERDICT VERDICT

Want to improve the ambience in your home? T3’s expert panel has
hand-picked the best smart portable lamps to suit your needs

The best smart mood lights
TEST

BEST FOR
DESIGN
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BRIGHT BARGAIN

Smart mood lamps

PHILIPS HUE GO
$149.95, meethue.com/en au

Unlike the others, Philips’ offering isn’t so much a lamp, but
more of an uplight. This directional lighting is great for mood-

boosting room corners, but with a huge 300 lumen output,
you’ll have to lower the brightness if you want it facing forward.
Happily, this is easy to do – just unplug the power and it’ll dim to
40 per cent brightness. Alternatively, there are pre-set scenes

and hold to cycle through its myriad colour options – release
to choose one. Sadly, unless you pair the Hue Go with a

compatible Philips Hue Bridge, you won’t be able to control this
light through an app, so colour choice is more limited. If you do,
you’ll be rewarded with remote control, scheduling, and more.
Hue Go isn’t waterproof and battery life is a mere three hours.

MIPOW PLAYBULB SPHERE
$62.79, mipow.com

Despite being the cheapest mood lamp here, MIPOW’s
offering is outstanding. Not only do you get a great-looking,

well-built light constructed from glass, it also comes with
a wireless charging pad (which has grippy rubber underneath)
so you can easily recharge it when it runs dry. And that won’t

happen too soon, what with its eight-hour battery life. It’s also
IP65 waterproof, meaning you can use it in the rain, and a small

carry handle on the underside allows you to carry it around
with ease. At 230 lumens, it’s also plenty bright. So far, so great.

On the app side of things, there’s a cavalcade of options,

which enables you to double-tap the top of the light to change
colours, and you can shake your phone to switch colours.

You can even group multiple lights to control them all at once.

Super bright and a great mood enhancer, though
the need for a Hue Bridge to access its smarts will 

no doubt put off some people.

 

The Playbulb Sphere does everything remarkably
well, making it the lamp of choice for any situation, 

indoors or out.

 

VERDICT VERDICT

GET MORE LIGHT
If you’ve got a big space to light up, you’ll

want to lay your hands on more lamps to

increase the ambience. The more you

have, the greater the light output, and

– bonus feature – you can individually

adjust the lighting to suit each area.

JOIN THEM UP
Now that you’ve created a flotilla of lights

throughout your home, is there anything

else you can do? Well, yes. All the lights

featured here can be connected to

another (of the same type), enabling

you to control them all at once.

SAVE SOME JUICE
If you leave your light on all day, the

battery will drain quicker than T3’s bank

account on payday. Most of the lights

here can be put to sleep with a simple

button press. The Hue Go can even be 

scheduled using a Hue Bridge.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR SMART MOOD LIGHT

F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8 T3  49



If you want to get a kid to sleep, you offer
them a routine: a bath, a story, a cuddle.
When it comes to getting yourself to sleep,
if the crew at T3 Towers is typical, you

isn’t healthy, but you can use your smart
devices to create an evening pattern that’ll
get you into a sleeping frame of mind,
giving you a mental refresh and help
you sleep soundly and securely.

Primarily you’re going to want to
eliminate blue light from your diet. Your
phone might do this automatically, as

using Philips’ Hue lighting app, you can set
up timed or triggered fades, both from that
blue-infused white to a warm orange, and

out over half an hour or more to give
yourself a gradual mood change.

There’s much more that you could add
to your routine with an automation service

for this task, as it can deal with those light 

fades internally, and works with lights such
as LIFX as well as Hue. Try tying the light

functionality to only begin the bedtime
process if it’s past 10pm and a Hue motion
detector sees that you’re in your bedroom. 

can add to your night time routine, too.

you fall asleep – why not use this moment
to cut the lights, switch off anything you

simple it’s a downright snooze.

Makeyourbodyandeyes

comfortableasyourlights

help you mentally unwind

Tie your smart home devices together
to get better sleep

Improve your
night-time routine

LINK UP
Drag the
Hue icon
into the

to the clock
and tap it to
set up your
fade
duration
and colour. 
When
you’re
happy, drag

the clock icon onto the Hue icon to
link the trigger and the action, then 

Tap the plus
button
again, then

Use the plus
button to

Time’ and
Hue, then
drag the
orange

clock icon onto one of the empty 
circles. Tap it to set it up, and
choose an appropriate time. 

If you’ve not
used your
Hue lights
with

before,

tap Things,
the plus
icon, then

thing’. Find Hue on the list, then
connect by logging in and hitting

Fade out gracefully when
it’s time to snuggle down

Philips’ Hue lighting app 
sets up timed fades to  
change your mood

Home
Living Smarter
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EXCLUSIVE AND MUST-KNOW INFO ON THE BIGGEST 
GAMES OF THE YEAR GRAB YOUR COPY TODAY!

ON SALE NOW



TERROR BITES
The 1TB drive is actually smaller than
you can get in a One S model, yet 4K

games can hit nearly 100GB. 2TB
would have been ideal at this price.

Price $649.95 Processor
AMD 8-core, 2.3GHz

Graphics AMD 1.172GHz,
6TFLOPS Memory 12GB

GDDR5 Storage 1TB hard
drive Connectivity HDMI
out, HDMI in, 3x USB 3.0,
IR, SPDIF audio, Ethernet,

Wi-Fi ac Dimensions
300x240x60mm

Weight 3.8kg

52  T3 F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8

Review



THE 
DESIGN 
AWARD

hen the PS4 Pro launched

in November, 2016, it

marked a new kind of

console – an update to the

previous generation, more like a PC

upgrade than the old console leaps.

Now it’s Microsoft’s turn, and it’s

gone all-out. Loaded with 50 per cent

more graphics power than the PS4

Pro, as well as 4K output, HDR, Dolby

Atmos and a full-blown Ultra HD

Blu-ray player, the Xbox One X is not

only the most powerful video game

console ever made, but also an

incredibly well-specced multi-media

entertainment hub, which outstrips

the PS4 Pro in versatility.

However, as with Sony’s system,

Microsoft doesn’t have a particularly

wide selection of games on offer at

launch that really tap into the Xbox

One X’s power. There are select titles

that properly make use of it, such as

Forza Motorsport 7, but right now

the X is very much a specialist in

enhancing existing games with extra

bells and whistles. Those glorious

enhancements are most welcome –

we love this new wave of iterative

enhancements to systems and games

– but there’s a divorce between

hardware quality and experience we

need to acknowledge.

Unboxing the Xbox One X reveals

a system that, weirdly, is reminiscent

in terms of shape and design of Sony’s

classic PlayStation 2, with a notable

overhang looming over its disc slot,

eject and sync buttons, alongside a

front-facing USB port. The console

carries over the tasteful dimpling

pattern we saw first introduced on

the Xbox One S on its side panels and

is actually amazingly small. In terms

of density, the Xbox One X feels

incredibly solid and exudes quality.

It’s the most powerful console ever made, 
with amazing tech across the board, but is it 

potent enough to make you open your wallet?

Xbox One X

PLAYING WITH POWER

DASHBOARD UPDATE
The new Xbox One

dashboard interface is a
big improvement more

intuitive, faster to navigate,
more customisable… it’s
just a better experience.

$649.95
xbox.com/en-AU

W
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Inside, the Xbox One X is as

impressive as its outside. Its graphics

power is roughly equivalent to a

mid- to high-end PC gaming GPU,

which on the market today costs

almost as much as the console itself.

Having this much power means that

the Xbox One X is much more capable

of producing the over-eight million

pixels that are required for native 4K,

while the PS4 Pro often has to make

do with, admittedly clever and

convincing, upscaling trickery.

The biggest advantage of this 4K

resolution is pure detail. With four

times the number of pixels, even the

smallest things are clearly visible, and 

the most distant objects are clear. A 

great example of this is in Assassin’s 

Creed Origins, with the X not only 

allowing the game to be rendered in 

4K, but also offer twice the detailed 

draw distance in the environment 

when compared to it running on an 

Xbox One S, so you can see more of 

what’s around you, giving a better 

sense of place, and helping navigation.

Another good example of the 

power of the X came while playing the 

programmed-for-native-4K Forza 

Motorsport 7, which was absolutely 

spectacular, with everything from the 

vehicles and their interiors, to the 

tire-marked race tracks, and onto the 

lush surrounding environments all 

incredibly crisp and fantastically 

detailed. Realistic, dare we say?

4K in the road
Forza’s racing also showed off the 

benefits of 4K in seeing objects in the 

far distance, which remained clear 

and readable, when at a lower 

resolution they would have become 

too fuzzy to really clock. Indeed, 

when we booted up Forza on the Xbox 

One S, while the fluidity of framerate 

and overall experience remained the 

XBOX ELITE WIRELESS CONTROLLER
Undoubtedly the most luxurious and

customisable pad ever made. Add the included
stems to your thumbsticks or swap the d-pad

for a rounded disc, and snap paddles on the
rear to make use of your middle digits.

$199, xbox.com/en-AU

ASTRO A50 WIRELESS 7.1 GREEN
GAMING HEADSET

Make the most of the X’s advanced surround
capabilities with a seriously good 3D audio

headset. It’s wireless too, using a low-latency
custom system for instant response.

$489, astrogaming.com

SEAGATE GAME DRIVE HUB
The 1TB of storage in the Xbox One X won’t 
last long once when packed with 4K games. 

This 8TB USB 3.0 drive is designed for holding 
your Xbox games, and acts as a USB hub. 

Seagate also makes 2TB and 4TB Xbox drives. 
$349, seagate.com

ESSENTIAL ADD-ONS

We really like the 
simple lines of the 
X… a far cry from 

bulbous ugliness of 
the original Xbox
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same, draw distance, texture details 

and weather effects all simply weren’t 

at the level of the X, with some 

marked downgrades.

HDR support is huge for games too, 

really elevating scenes like exploring 

dark caves in Rise of the Tomb Raider 

as the darkness is cut through by 

Lara’s glow stick. It’s atmospheric, 

and just extremely cool.

Dolby good to me
We also love that the Xbox One X 

offers support for Dolby Atmos, 

which enables sound to come from 

above you, as well as in front and 

behind, to create an incredibly 

immersive surround experience – we 

loved it in Assassin’s Creed Origins, 

where we could hear a guard’s 

footsteps on the roof above us. It 

also offers a better surround-sound 

experience in general, because 

individual effects are each mapped 

accurately in 3D, so move around 

you more realistically – great for 

awareness in online shooters. It can 

all work with headphones, too.

Atmos is also a boon for movies, 

pairing perfectly with the 4K Blu-ray 

drive. The quality here is great – the 

crispness of imagery and wide range 

of contrast were excellent. 

The Xbox One X is a powerful piece

of kit, and it’s capable of producing 

images that are truly stunning to 

behold but, trust us when we say this,

you’ll definitely need a premium 

set-up to be able to fully benefit. 

We noted a year ago that the PS4 

Pro was overkill for anyone who 

doesn’t have a 4K TV, and the Xbox 

One X even more so. You’ll want a set 

that supports both 4K and HDR, and 

though these are getting much more 

affordable (see p86, for example), not 

everyone has these yet. Meanwhile, 

on the audio side you’re going to need 

a swish Dolby-equipped soundbar or 

home cinema amplifier/speaker 

combo to get the benefits of vertical, 

object-based audio. Again, options 

are growing (we tested with a Focal 

Sib Evo 5.1 system that has Atmos 

height speakers built in – review next 

issue), but only the early adopters 

will actually get any benefit from it 

right now. 

But that’s kind of the point of the 

Xbox One X: it’s a console that’s 

designed to make full use of the most 

high-tech home theatre set-ups, to 

really push them to their limits and 

make use of all of their bells and 

whistles to produce a gaming and 

viewing experience like no other.  

If that’s you, this is a truly brilliant

addition to your set-up.

If it’s not, or even if you already

own an Xbox One S, then you do

really need to take a long hard look

at the list of Xbox One X-enhanced

games before pulling the trigger.

Maybe it’s not a buy for right now,

but instead for when your favourite

franchise gets a big enhancement

on it, or when you’ve kitted out that

dream home entertainment set-up.

We’re impressed PC-level power means
games look amazing; great design and small

size; improved interface.
We’d improve The game line-up isn’t quite
broad enough yet; needs a high-tech set-up

The last word An amazing experience, as long
as you have the games and tech to match.

VERDICT

See the best Xbox One X deals at T3.com:
bit.ly/xboxonexdeals

The Xbox pads 

still… come on, 
Microsoft, it’s time 
to go rechargeable

NICE PAD
The Xbox One X’s pad is
exactly the same as the
original One, but that’s

BACK TO BLACK

only coming in black at launch

F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8  T3  55

Xbox One X



Make more your Ultra HD, HDR games box with the most
stunning games out there right now

ASSASSIN’S CREED: ORIGINS
Bristling with 4K detail and dramatic lighting for HDR, this is an

ideal showpiece for the X. It makes ancient Egypt look hyper-real 

MIDDLE-EARTH: SHADOW OF WAR
This Tolkien open-world game shows what a difference the new console

the X can possible muster – it looks amazing.

GEARS OF WAR 4
Gears has always been a showpiece for Xbox, and the newest game ticks

CALL OF DUTY: WW2
CoD goes back to its roots this time, and the HDR support makes the

support and the smoothest possible performance in multiplayer.

CUPHEAD

gorgeous design of Cuphead actually makes an excellent 4K showpiece,
so you can really see the full effort of its retro animation aesthetic.

FORZA MOTORSPORT 7

The most spectacular 4K games
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BRAND NEW BUILDS FOR 2018
CLOSE ENCOUNTER
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AND MUCH MORE! ONLY $8.95!
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Man vs Tech

THE MISSION 

Can we produce better, faster and 
cheaper craft beer using the best new 
homebrew gadgets, or through time-

honoured traditional methods? T3 sets the 
challenge. Andy’s an expert homebrewer 
with a taste for English brown ales. Julia 

just likes beer.

Is the latest home-brewing tech really capable of

producing a brewery-beating pint at the push of

T3

Words: Julia Sagar Photography: Joby Sessions

Raising
barthe

HOP ’TIL YOU DROP

58  T3 F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8



Raising the bar

g

F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8 T3  59

MAN

TECH



RIGHT
The Pico Pro is
easy, but you’ll

still need to leave
it for a couple of

weeks to ferment
pre-drinking

ABOVE RIGHT
The brewing

process starts
here: just add

your pre-
packaged brew

and away you go

Man vs Tech

say, it’s a more laborious process.
He calculates the volume of

ingredients we’ll need for our
homebrew IPA recipe, as well as the
predicted alcohol content, IBU and
gravity. To make the mash, we need
to heat the water to 66 degrees.
However, we’ll need to hit 74 degrees
to compensate for the cold grain we’ll
be adding – and maintaining the mash 
temperature is a notoriously tricky
task. Enter ETI’s SuperFast Thermapen
4 digital thermometer. It gets to work
quickly, giving a reading in just three
seconds, and the handy 360-degree
self-rotating display makes it easy to 
record the data from any angle. 

An hour and a half later, the mash
is done. Andy sparges the grains,
commences the boil, and adds the
different hops at various stages over
the next hour and 15 minutes. (It’s
worth noting that he’s been sterilising
the kit at every stage after the boil -
unlike with the Pico, which is a self-
sterilising machine.)

When Andy’s done, he runs cold
water through a 7.6m Copperhead
Immersion Wort Chiller to cool the
wort to pitching temperature. We’re
in the danger zone, here: this is where 
the wort is most susceptible to
bacterial contamination, so we need to
bring the temperature down to 20°C
as quickly as possible. Fortunately,
the Copperhead handles it like a pro,
reducing the temperature in a fraction 
of the time an ice bath would take 
(and with a lot less mess). 

et’s face it. Brewing a
perfectly crafted beer
from your own home isn’t
as easy as it looks. Nailing

the mash. Calculating volumes.
Getting your head around grains,
hops, yeasts and how they work
together. It’s an intimidating science
– and that’s before you even get into 
the business of water profiling or 
fermentation temperatures.

But when you get it right, pouring a
glass of delicious homebrew from a
keg in your kitchen is unbeatable. So
when a machine that promised to craft
perfect beer without the complex
equipment, techniques and clean-up
came across our desk we were quite
curious. Could a countertop gadget
really create a tastier brew at just the 
push of a button?

ART OVER SCIENCE
To find out, we create two batches of
IPA over a weekend: the first using
US firm PicoBrew’s $799 precision
brewing appliance Pico Pro; the
second using time-honoured 
homebrewing methods.

With the Pico Pro, it’s certainly
easier. The machine automates the key
stages of the brewing process, letting 
you craft five litres of beer in your
kitchen in about two hours, using
ready-to-brew $20 PicoPaks – pre-
measured sachets of grains, hops and
yeasts from more than 160 breweries
around the world. Want to make your 
own? You can – well, sort of – by
adding custom ingredients to a
selection of base recipes through
PicoBrew’s Freestyle program.
(There’s only one choice of yeast 
though, and limited hops.)

Initial set-up of the Pico Pro is a five-
minute affair, involving little more than
removing the packaging, plugging it
into a socket, connecting to Wi-Fi and
registering online. Despite being
labelled a ‘countertop’ machine, it
doesn’t actually fit under the cabinets 
on our kitchen counter, but a swift
location change – and a 10-minute
pre-rinse later – and we’re ready to go.

The good news is that it’s easy to
operate. I place the PicoPak into the
machine – each one has a RFID chip on
top, enabling the Pico Pro to identify it 
– and add water. We’re making an
Imperial IPA, Stingray, from San
Diego-based microbrewery Coronado
Brewing Company, so I use the control
knob to set the alcohol content to 7.9
per cent (crikey) and bitterness to 48
IBU (international bettering unit), and
hit start. That’s it. The machine heats 

the water, runs it through the pack and
whips up a batch of wort in just a few
hours, letting us watch its progress 
using the online tracker. 

PRECISION INSTRUMENT
This is truly liberating. We’ve been
homebrewing for a few years now, and
the biggest challenge is maintaining
control over the temperature. Get it
wrong and you’re sunk. You won’t get
the predicted conversion of sugars
from the grain, which will affect the 
alcohol content, and the taste.

With the Pico Pro, it’s reassuring to
know the optimum temperature is
being maintained throughout. And 

though it doesn’t tell you which hops
are going in at which stage, it does
walk you through each step of the
brew process with a clarity that would
be useful to beginners. The best part?
It slashes the physical brewing process
from four hours to two, and you don’t
have to baby-sit the beer – turn the 
Pico Pro on and forget about it.

We don’t forget about it, though.
Because it’s loud. Very loud. This isn’t
a machine that’ll let you quietly brew
without the rest of the household
knowing about it. But it can be left
alone, so with an unexpected free
Saturday evening ahead, we leave the
Pico whirring away and hit the pub.

The next morning, the wort has
cooled overnight in the Pico Pro’s keg,
so I add a yeast packet and leave it to 
work its magic. Meanwhile, Andy
preps the traditional brew. Suffice to 

L

THE MACHINE HEATS THE WATER, RUNS IT
THROUGH THE PACK AND WHIPS UP A BATCH 

OF WORT IN JUST A FEW HOURS
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PICO PRO
Whip up a batch of tasty 
craft beer from one 
of the world’s finest 
microbreweries with little 
more than the touch of a 
button. The Pico Pro packs 
cutting-edge tech into a 
slick machine – and makes 
a cracking pint, too.
$799, picobrew.com

SUPERFAST 
THERMAPEN 4 
THERMOMETER
With full readings in 
just three seconds, this 
is the don of digital 
thermometers. The display 
rotates with your hand 
position, and it turns on a 
backlight when it’s dark.
$99, thermoworks.com

COPPERHEAD
IMMERSION
WORT CHILLER
This 7.6m chiller conducts
heat fast, cleans easily and
is a thousand times better
than trying to cool down
your wort by plunging it
into a kitchen sink full of
ice. Trust us.
$85, beerhawk.co.uk

30L
FASTFERMENT
CONICAL
FERMENTER
This all-in-one conical
fermenter creates an uplift
that keeps the yeast in
suspension and reducing
the risk of oxidation.
$159.99,
distilleryking.com.au

MANGROVE
JACKS DUAL
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLER
This digital heating
and cooling regulator
maintains a consistent
fermentation temperature.
It ’s insanely easy to use.
$74.99, nationalhome
brew.com.au

BREWFERM
WORT
AERATION
A swish piece of kit that
pumps air through your
beer to oxygenate it,
without you having to stir
with a mixing paddle. Your
arms will thank you for it.
$51.85, the-home-brew-
shop.co.uk

CREATE YOUR OWN HOME BREWERY WITH TECH

THE ART OF THE CRAFT
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Man vs Tech

SKOL!
TRY DISTILLING WHISKEY
OR GIN INSTEAD OF BEER

Sure, brewing beer is pretty cool. But what if
you wanted to distil your own whiskey, vodka
or gin? (With a licence, of course.) That’s where
PicoBrew’s latest gadget comes in. Billed as “the
ultimate accessory for homebrewers and craft
distillers”, the PicoStill is a distilling attachment
designed to fit onto the newest Pico model, the
Pico C – but is compatible with any Pico, happily.
According to PicoBrew, it’ll produce 500ml of
spirits from a five-litre source - including vodka,
whiskey, bourbon, gin, brandy and schnapps.

The PicoStill is also geared up to extract the
essence of hops and other oils, and imbue food
and beverages with their distinct flavours. It isn’t
out yet - but you can preorder the PicoStill for
US$249, with shipping expected in early 2018. 
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Andy transfers the wort into a 30L
FastFerment Conical Fermenter – a
new style of fermenter that enables
primary and secondary fermentation
in the same container. This cuts out
the need for transfers and racking,
giving a cleaner fermentation with less
risk of oxidation or infection. Neat.

Next, Andy tests a sample of the
beer for gravity. Our wort density is
looking a little low, indicating that the
alcohol content will be less than we
expected. A quick aeration later using
the BrewFerm Wort Aeration Set to
add oxygen to the brew, and we’re
ready to pitch the yeast. To ferment
for the next two weeks, we strap on
Mangrove Jacks’ Dual Temperature
Controller. This is a handy device that
uses a heat belt or heat pad to control
the fermentation temperature of your
beer – it’s especially useful if you’re
brewing during a colder time of year.

The Pico Pro provides a serving
keg and tap, and the ability to force-
carbonate your beer makes the
process faster. By contrast, Andy
spent an hour spilling beer everywhere
while bottling his batch with a siphon.

DRINKING GAMES
So which tastes best? The Pico’s
Stingray is fantastic: it’s citrus-fused,
with floral overtones and a lovely
texture. Our IPA is cracking, too.
We’ve halted the carbonation process
early on this one for the sake of the
test, but it’s light and fruity and has
a pleasing malty sweetness that will 
continue to develop.

At $20-30 per PicoPak, the Pro
doesn’t make a cheaper schooner
than our homebrew (some quick
back-of-a-coaster maths puts a
schooner of Stingray at $2.50, while
our IPA comes out around $1.20). But
it is cheaper than the pub. And where
the Pico does win is on ease of use.
Sure, it doesn’t get the beer in your
hand any faster – fermentation takes
time – but the automation of the wort
is dramatically quicker, the complete
control offered is mind-blowing, and
the self-cleaning aspect is helpful.

Is the Pico Pro the holy grail of
home brewing? Well, no. If you’re
looking to experiment with your own,
unique recipes and gets hands-on with
the science and art of homebrewing, it
isn’t for you, sprry. But if you’re just
after a quick, easy way to pour a
party’s worth of tasty craft beer from
around the world in your own kitchen,
the Pico Pro is an astounding piece of
tech, and a fantastic introduction to 
what’s possible.

Raising the bar

THE IPA WE BREW IS CRACKING – IT’S LIGHT AND
FRUITY AND HAS A PLEASING MALTY SWEETNESS

LEFT
The traditional
brewing method
is hands-on, with
room for error

RIGHT
The Pico Pro is
a solid means of
serving craft beer 
at home
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Making magic



he maxim about any

sufficiently advanced 

technology being

indistinguishable from

magic never holds more true than at

Disneyland. Disneyland Paris has

been combining technology and

theatre since 1992 to create amazing

experiences for kids (and adults who

like a bit of staged spectacle in their

lives). Recently, some of the original 

attractions have been through a

“rehabbing”, where new technology

and old meet. As part of its 25th

anniversary celebrations in 2017,

Disneyland Paris invited T3 to tour

the upgraded rides and the most

recent all-new ride, and speak to the

Imagineers about what goes into

building and developing them.

Our guides are Björn Heerwagen

and Laurent Cayuela. Cayuela is a

Show Writer, part of the team that

works on concepts for attractions,

shows and entertainment. One of

his key areas is “show awareness”

training, which means helping to

show off the stories at the heart of 

Disneyland’s attractions. He’s

exactly as bubbly and effusive as 

you’d expect from someone whose 

job is to build excitement.

Heerwagen is Senior Show Design

& Production Manager, and comes

across as much more pragmatic

and serious-minded, but with a

sharp sense of humour that he lets

slip every so often. He manages

almost everything that goes into

building a ride, to the point that he

oversees over 40 different trades.

It’s quickly clear why they’re here

as a double act – when it comes to

making something in Disneyland, 

storytelling and building are

completely intertwined. First they

create the story, then find or create

the technology needed to bring it to

life. Heerwagen explains that he also

works in a “tag team” with the Art

Director, Beth Clapperton, travelling

to trade shows and investigating

ways to realise rides together.

Rehabbing older attractions is an

especially delicate process, because

there’s also the history of the rides

to protect. When modernising a

ride, the results still have to feel the

same to guests who’ve been before,

even if a lot has changed. Two of the 

attractions that have had makeovers

are Pirates of the Caribbean and Star

Tours. Both were part of the park’s

opening line-up, based on versions

in the Californian Disneyland, and

each has a heady heritage, too: Star 

Tours was a collaboration with

George Lucas, while Pirates of the

Caribbean was the last ride Walt 

Disney worked on.

But with Pirates now a movie

franchise, and many more films in

the Star Wars universe, the old

versions didn’t cut it any more. As

Cayuela explains, “Now, when kids

come to the park, they see Pirates of

the Caribbean and they expect the

characters from the movies.” And

leaving kids disappointed is not

exactly in Disneyland’s playbook.

So in 2017, Pirates was rehabbed

to make changes in everything from

the lighting to the characters and

the story that threads through it… 

but not too many changes.

“It’s important that guests can’t

tell the different between what’s old

and new,” explains Heerwagen. He

says they have to “meet the original

intent” when rehabbing, which can 

T

 Words: Matt Bolton Photography: Disney

For 25 years, Disneyland Paris has been using technology to
create amazing experiences. T3 speaks to the ride creators to 

Making 
magic
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inform both what they change and what

they keep the same. For example, more

advanced animatronics are available now,

such as in the near-real Avatar robots being

developed for Walt Disney World in Florida, 

but they can’t suddenly use ultra-real

robotics for Captain Jack, because he has to

exist alongside the 25-year-old characters.

So a more fittingly animated Jack appears a

few times in Pirates, including at one point

on a pile of 32,000 hand-placed gold coins

that hide his mechanisms – because that’s 

how things were built in Pirates.

In other areas, though, it was a chance to

fully modernise. The audio elements have

been upgraded, with new speakers that are

placed closer to the animatronics, so that the

sounds of them shouting have a better sense 

of presence. The lighting is all LED – a

change being made to all the rides over time, 

partly because of its heat and energy use

benefits, and partly to unify their systems

as much as possible. Having 52 different

attractions all running off different systems

would be a logistical nightmare. The use of

lighting has also been tweaked to draw more

attention to the action in various scenes and 

dim lights on the scenery.

When Cayuela explains this, he adds

that this is why the queue to Pirates of the

Caribbean is very dimly lit: it cunningly

uses the time you’ll spend queueing to adjust

your eyes to the light level, so you can see 

better inside.

The queues are where the rides begin, in

more ways than one. Many attractions are

designed to give you a glimpse of the ride

itself near the start of the queue, so you get

an idea of what’s to come. But most rides also

have a story to them, and this always starts

in the queue, even if it’s only more of a light 

setting than a real narrative. 

TOUR DE FORCE
Star Tours is one of the rides that has a

full-on narrative, and had a much more

dramatic rehab process than Pirates. The

updated ride reopened earlier this year, now 

named Star Tours – The Adventure

Continues, and though many elements will

be familiar to people who’ve seen it before,

Heerwagen says that it was “pretty much

gutted,” and that they started from scratch 

with just the shell and ride technology.

The story starts in the entrance, designed 

to look like an airport departure lounge,

where visitors see R2-D2 and the ship that

they’ll be ‘flying’ on, with C-3PO working

nearby - these are brand-new animatronics.

Later, droids work on processing luggage,

which is shown being scanned in 3D on a

screen. These droids can all be lowered down

shafts for maintenance, which is extremely

Star Wars in itself. A camera ‘scans’ guests

as they go by, which they can interact with

by waving and seeing themselves, while 

One of Pirates of the Caribbean’s most famous scenes goes from concept (top) to in-progress reality 
(above) – the programming tech doesn’t look quite as modern now as it did at the time…

nearby a ‘window’ (in reality, a screen)

shows Stormtroopers in the station – a taster

of the ride’s upcoming story.

The Star Tours ride section is now 3D,

using glasses designed in collaboration with

the Imagineering team, with the old 35mm

projectors replaced by 4K laser systems. It

looks stunning, but the genius part is that

it’s different every time. There are well over

60 possible journeys that your ship can take,

in locations from various films (“Continuity-

wise, I’m sure it is a big nightmare,” Cayuela

chuckles) with characters who may or may

not pop up during the journey. This is the

advantage of switching to digital, and these 

trips are all truly random – when the

operator presses ‘go’, the computer decides

what you’ll see, and the differences are huge.

This actually presented a big challenge for

Heerwagen’s team, because the ride sill uses 

the original 25-year-old hydraulics. Not

only was the task of creating ambitious new

flights difficult on older hardware, but the 

simulators aren’t identical anymore –

they’ve worn in slightly different ways over

the years – so the movement effects had to be 

individually calibrated on them. The ride

integration team spent 16 weeks riding the

simulators getting everything right, and is

facing another three weeks on there in the 

near future (they decline to say why).

Constraints like these present interesting

challenges for the rehabs – in some cases,

the limiting factor is the physical space. “On

new builds, you can say, ‘The building’s too

small! Make it bigger,’” says Heerwagen.  
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But when rehabbing the ride Big Thunder

Mountain, the problem was the opposite.

“You can’t push the walls, you can’t push the 

ceiling,” he explains.

If there’s electronics or something they

need to fit in but are struggling for space,

Heerwagen says there’s only one solution:

“Teamwork. To adapt and miniaturise.”

PARIS IN PARIS
The most recent brand-new attraction is

Ratatouille, and creating something from

nothing is a totally different experience to 

the rehab process.

The idea of the ride is that you’re rat size,

having an adventure through a restaurant

kitchen. The journey is part physical, and

part video. You sit in rat-shaped cars, which

travel in packs of three. During the ride, you

move through areas like a giant larder filled 

with over-sized props, then switch

seamlessly into 3D domed movie displays,

and back. There’s even a heated oven and 

cold refrigerator to pass under.

At first, the team explored doing the

whole thing with physical props instead of

any video, but Heerwagen says this came out

“kitsch,” so they had to find another way.

“We’re allowed to fail a bit,” he says. “It’s

only through failure that you get success.”

Though he also adds that, if they’ve started

building a ride and something isn’t working,

it’s truly rare for ideas to be totally ditched: 

“It’s important that
guests can’t tell the
difference between
what’s old and new”

The sign for Gusteau’s is lowered into place outside Rataouille. To make it
look Pixar-like, all the straight lines in the ‘Parisian’ square are crooked

A trip past the radiator in Ratatouille brings a chill – the air-con system is
used to blast cold air here. Later in the ride, an oven gently heats you up
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“Once you’re building you’re too late into the

creative process to abandon it.”

After the decision to use projection video 

was made, there was another challenge:

making that work on the ride’s scale. Huge

domed screens that fill the vision are used,

and these were created specially for the ride,

which meant developing suitable custom 

optics for the projectors.

For this level of development, full-scale

mock-ups of key parts of the ride are built.

In this case, screens were built in Glendale,

California, and Pixar animators were invited

from their base in Emeryville to view the

results, and give feedback on how the

animation looked. These meetings had a

hugely beneficial impact on the development

of the projectors, and meant that the Pixar 

animators could create new scenes that 

were customised for the screens.

The projectors in Ratatouille are lamp-

based rather than Star Tours’ laser system,

because a few years ago, laser wasn’t at the

standard Disney required, though it has

since reached it. Ratatouille’s buildings were

going up while the screens were still being

polished. They could have waited, but like

any creative endeavour, rides are never

finished, only opened – you have to draw 

a line in the sand, says Heerwagen.

The 3D glasses used in Disneyland were

developed for Ratatouille – they’re the same 

as used in Star Tours. The team designed

them for easier stacking, so that more could

be shuttled around the park. They’re cleaned

using a specially developed ultrasound 

system, which is all housed within the 

Ratatouille buildings.

Another first for the park is Ratatouille’s

rat cars, which don’t run on rails. They’re

guided by GPS, and the reason is that each

pack of three emulates the scurrying of rats 

throughout the ride, crossing over each

other’s paths and mixing up the order as you

go through the ride – there are actually 72

different possible routes your car can take,

so just like Star Tours, you’ll end up with a

slightly different story to anyone else who

visits. This seems to be a big focus for Disney

that new technology allows – the flexibility

for everyone to have a unique experience.

The Ratatouille guided car technology is

based on existing standards for automated

warehouses, and was running on a test track

in Chicago for a year, before another eight

months of testing and integration in the ride.

Safety is paramount, naturally – cars stop

dead if they go more than 1.5m off course.

RIDE ON TIME
What’s the hardest part of all this work?

“Timing,” Heerwagen says simply. On the

opening of Ratatouille, he was tinkering

with the fountain outside an hour before

opening. On the other hand, Pirates was the

easiest re-opening he’d ever had – his team

wasn’t even working late the night before.

Heerwagen says his team is always

curious and trying new things out. Even the

subtlest things like weathered-effect paints

don’t appear by magic – the team is always

working on long-term testing of techniques

and technology upgrades so they can leap on

unexpected advances. One example was the

rise of digital audio: during the development

of Space Mountain, they were able to add

on-board audio to the cars because they

could play sound from a hard drive for the

first time – tape didn’t survive the rattling.

It wasn’t planned, but they jumped on it as

soon as it became viable. Still, even those 

new possibilities have to be right.

Virtual reality might seem like an obvious

route for a magical Disney experience in the

future, but Heerwagen is pretty cool on it. “It

has to enhance the experience,” he explains.

“We can’t just replace something with it.”

Given that it’s a limited social experience, he

says they would happily use VR, but only if it

was the only way to achieve the story they’re 

looking to tell. That’s the Disney way.

“We’re allowed to
fail a bit… it’s only
through failure that 
you get success”

Star Tours has been outfitted with brand-new animatronic characters and up-to-date laser projection. 
Disneyland can sometimes use off-the-shelf systems, but will usually still need to customise them
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HOW WE TEST

OUR AWARDS

TESTED

70

APPLE
iPHONE X

74

GOOGLE PIXEL 2

76

BEST MESH WI-FI 
SYSTEMS

82

ROYOLE MOON

86

SIX FITNESS
TRACKERS

In T3, we feature only the finest gadgets out

there, and we believe that you – our loyal

reader – deserve only the best tech in your

life. We don’t want you to waste time, and

money, on inferior products, and that’s

exactly why our Tested section exists.

In here you’ll find only the latest and 

hottest tech. Each product has been

handpicked and tested by T3’s experts.  

We only choose people with specialist

knowledge for each test, so you know you’re

going to get an outcome based on many years 

of experience in their respective field.

As well as our traditional five-star rating

system (right), we also give out awards to

particularly exceptional gadgets, using the

line-up below - so when you spot one of

these, you’ll know you’re onto a good thing.

THE SCORES EXPLAINED

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round 

An exceptional,
best-in-class product

For kit with exceptional
industrial design and

to being a great buy

This accolade, and
others like it, show you
which gear is best for 

This is given to winners
of our group tests, so
you can see which is
the best at a glance

Only the best products

stars – receive our
THE

DESIGN
AWARD

BEST ON
TEST

BEST FOR
BATTERY

LIFE
PLATINUM

AWARD

Get the lowdown on the latest 
gadgets before you buy

Edited by Nick Odantzis
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THE
DESIGN
AWARD

The most important phone since the
original iPhone? Perhaps. Apple says this
paves the way for the next generation of 

smartphones, and it’s not wrong

iPhone X
PERFECT 10

Price From $1,579 Storage 64GB, 256GB
Screen 5.8-inch 2436x1125 OLED

Rear cameras 12MP wide-angle, 12MP
2x telephoto; 4K 60fps video recording

Front camera 7MP; 1080p video recording
Processor Apple A11 Bionic Dimensions

70.9x143.6x7.7mm Weight 174g

From $1,579
apple.com/au

he iPhone X is the first of a 

new breed of iPhones,

according to Apple. That’s

clear just by looking at it

– there’s no Home button, which isn’t 

just to accommodate the edge-to-

edge screen. Getting rid of one of the

iPhone’s few unchanged controls

since its launch ten years ago is a

statement. It seems small, but it has

a knock-on effect, and when we first

started using the X, we wondered if

we were ready for an all-gesture 

control scheme.

The first thing that’s quite

surprising when you take the phone

out of the box is just how small it is,

especially coming to it from reviews

of the Note 8 and iPhone 8 Plus – both

superb handsets, but big. Of course,

it’s not the iPhone X display that’s

small, but the body of the phone. It

feels a lot more like the iPhone 8 than

the 8 Plus, but its 5.8-inch display is

around the same size as the Plus’.

The materials used make the phone

feel super-premium, even if the glass

rear is a bit of a fingerprint magnet.

The new glass-backed design means 

T
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that you can set the iPhone X down  

on a wireless charging pad and it’ll 

instantly start sucking up juice. It’s 

the universal ‘Qi’ standard as well, 

so you won’t need a special Apple 

wireless charger for this to work. 

Apple has the power to make 

technologies mainstream because of 

its ability to convince partners that 

‘now is the time’ to adopt. Integrating 

the Qi wireless standard at this stage 

is a phenomenal boost to wireless 

charging, even if others have been 

doing it for ages.

You can charge the handset up 

in around two hours normally, but 

connecting a USB-C to Lightning 

cable to a USB-C MacBook charger 

will give you fast charging, up to  

50 per cent in about half an hour.  

You can almost watch the battery 

percentage tick over as you charge 

(frustratingly you can no longer see 

the battery percentage in the status 

bar on the X – instead, you need to 

pull down the Control Centre).

We love the stainless-steel edge 

especially. The so-called ‘notch’ at the 

top of the screen is far from intrusive 

and houses plenty of necessary tech 

for Face ID. However, there is a bit of 

an issue with some apps not rendering

themselves correctly around the 

notch, while some apps – Safari 

notably – just use bars to make the 

screen a more conventional shape. 

Expect these quirks to get ironed out.

One touch
The second thing that’s surprising is 

the first time you swipe up from the 

bottom of the display to go to the 

Home screen in iOS 11. It should feel 

weird, but we found it didn’t. Other 

reviewers said it took them days to get 

used to the lack of Home button, but 

we really weren’t troubled by it. Okay, 

we reached for a non-existent Home 

button a couple of times, but the move 

to gestures felt really natural.

We found ourselves significantly 

more perturbed by other control 

changes – swiping down from the top 

right to get to the Control Centre is 

fine, but our thumb didn’t quite 

stretch that far, so we needed two 

hands, or to jockey the handset 

slightly into position. Apple’s ‘Plus’ 

size Reachability feature to enable you 

to pull down stuff at the top of the 

screen is no longer on by default, but 

it is there if you want it.

The side button is overused for 

features now there is no Home button. 

As well as putting your phone to 

sleep, it’s now co-opted for Siri (long 

press) and Apple Pay (two short 

presses). This works okay, but not 

brilliantly. To avoid accidental locks, 

you should switch to using ‘Hey Siri’ 

to invoke Apple’s assistant with your 

voice - we suspect that’s Apple’s 

intention, anyway.

Face time
One thing that isn’t complex is Face 

ID. You set it up during the initial 

iPhone configuration and then, er, 

that’s it. Fifteen minutes after we 

started to use the phone we realised 

we’d locked it several times (as we 

took photographs and played around 

with the side button controls) but we 

had just swiped up to open the phone 

each time, without a thought.

It suddenly dawns on you that your 

face has indeed unlocked the phone. 

CENTRE YOUR QI
Wireless charging is nice

to have, but it still requires
some precision placement

on a mat Apple hasn’t

The all-black 
iPhone looks 

beautiful, but we’re 
partial to silver 
stainless steel 

model – it still has 
an all-black front

STEEL YOURSELF
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that’s what Face ID is supposed to be

like. It’s brilliant, though we did find 

it a little weird to have to make sure 

our face was available when using 

Apple Pay. 

Now, Samsung’s facial recognition 

isn’t that far removed from Face ID. 

We were impressed by the ease at 

which it unlocks the Note 8 recently. 

But it doesn’t do anything else. 

Because Face ID is so baked into iOS it 

means that you rarely need your 

passcode. And it’s not just about 

unlocking your phone with the 

that you’re really you before it

autofills in login details on websites 

on your behalf.

Ray of light
The 2436x1125 OLED screen seems 

markedly brighter when placed 

alongside the 5.5-inch iPhone 8 Plus, 

though it’s apparently rated for the 

same brightness as the 8 Plus. The 

colours are gorgeous, and the rich 

OLED blacks are lovely to have.

The display also packs HDR and 

Dolby Vision support, which is very 

as is Apple’s True Tone 

y (also on the 8 phones). 

This monitors ambient light in the 

room, and calibrates the screen to 

make it more comfortable to use.

The iPhone X excels on the 

performance front thanks to Apple’s 

new A11 processor. This is the same 

chip used in the iPhone 8 and iPhone 

8 Plus, and it’s easily the fastest phone 

processor on the planet. 

We’ve found that the iPhone X 

battery life is broadly comparable 

with the iPhone 8 Plus. In real-world 

(as consistent as possible) testing, 

including watching streams from 

CAUDABE LUCID CLEAR CASE
Protect your X from a bump without ruining 
its style with this super-slim clear case that’s 
made of the same stuff as bulletproof glass. 

Considering the price of the phone, this has to 
be a wise investment. 

$32, caudabe.com

 MOPHIE WIRELESS  
CHARGING BASE

Apple worked with Mophie on making this pad 
charge iPhones 50 per cent faster than the 

at normal power, so it’s an ideal all-rounder. 
$99.95, apple.com/au

BEATS STUDIO3
If you’re enjoying movies on the Dolby Vision 

screen, get the big sound to match. These 
sound fantastic, have continuous active noise 

cancellation to keep out unwanted noises, and 
use the Apple W1 chip for easy iOS pairing.

$449.95, beatsbydre.com
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iPhon X, it’ss about Applee Pay, p

Storee payments and evenn che king
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ESSENTIAL ADD-ONS

The class-leading 
display is actually 

made by Samsung, 
with Apple’s 

engineering and 
design input

FIT TO PRINT
The beautiful OLED screen
is even closer to the surface
of the glass than ever, so it
looks pretty much like it’s

been printed on
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YouTube and Netflix, and listening to 

high-quality streamed music from 

TIDAL and Apple Music over cellular, 

we found we were skipping through 

around ten per cent of battery per 

hour. Apple cites around 12 or 13 

hours of internet use or video 

playback, so we only found it was 

slightly worse than that.

The first ten per cent does seem to 

disappear shockingly quickly though. 

In reality, for everyday use you will 

get through the working day and deep 

into the evening without needing to 

charge – we’re talking around 16-18 

hours of use, and we admit to being 

pretty heavy users. With lighter use, 

you’ll probably have about 20 per cent 

left at the end of a complete day. 

The front-facing TrueDepth 

camera is 7MP, and now features 

Portrait Mode. The depth perception 

of the TrueDepth cam (which also 

powers Face ID) ensures that selfies 

look superb. As with the iPhone 8 

Plus, you can also add other Portrait 

Lighting effects. And as with the 8 

Plus, some of these modes work better 

than others – Stage Lighting in 

particular is rather patchy. 

The rear camera on the iPhone X is 

very similar to the one on the iPhone 

8 Plus, with some very small 

differences, notably optical image 

stabilisation (OIS) on the 2x telephoto

lens (the same as the Galaxy Note 8), 

which helps take improved shots with

the zoom in low light.

Take a shot
There’s a dual 12MP sensor 

array which produces some truly 

sensational shots. For taking zoomed-

in pictures, or capturing depth 

perception in a scene) the iPhone X 

has an f/2.4 aperture, where on the 

iPhone 8 Plus it’s f/2.8. There’s some 

clever technology at play here. For 

example, when zoomed in during 

really low light conditions, the 

wide-angle lens (instead of the zoom 

lens) is utilised to produce a better 

image. There is still a lot of noise in 

low-light conditions, but that’s 

inevitable for small phone sensors.

With good light, however, it’s hard 

to fault the photos from the iPhone X 

– they easily match the best results 

from any other phone camera.

As on the iPhone 8 Plus, the iPhone 

X can record 4K at 60 frames per 

second and the results are superb – 

supremely crisp and smooth. But, if 

you’re going to regularly record such 

high quality on your device, you’ll 

need a lot of storage space for it.

Is the iPhone X the best phone you 

can get right now? Yes, just. The 

Galaxy Note 8 is so close, while 

Apple’s own iPhone 8 Plus gives you 

much of the iPhone X benefit without 

the expense – though we don’t think 

spending $1,600 on something you 

use all day, every day, is a problem. 

It’s the marriage of software and 

hardware that’s so effective here, 

especially around Face ID. It’s what 

Apple’s still the best at.

We’re impressed The screen is astounding; 
the super-premium design is gorgeous; Face ID 

is a huge leap forward; the camera is epic. 
We’d improve Some interface quirks, 

especially around the notch; it is expensive.  
The last word The iPhone X has it all.  

As the most premium of premium phones, 
there’s none better. 

VERDICT

See the latest iPhone X deals at T3.com:
bit.ly/iphonexdeals

The notch feels odd 
to see at times, but 
it’s distinctive, and 
doesn’t feel like it’s 

in the way at all

FACE FACTS
Face ID works by projecting

thousands of infrared dots onto
your mug, which it maps in 3D.

CLASSIC DESIGN

since. With a few upgrades…
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$1,079
store.google.com/product/

pixel_2

Google adds intelligent software on
top of an amazing camera to make 

this phone an instant hit

Google Pixel 2
SMARTER PHONE

t seems Google is really

starting to define its vision

for the perfect Android

phone: pragmatic, quirky 

design, with killer software.

Let’s start with the design, which

has its good and bad parts. With a

five-inch screen, it’s a great size, and

easy to use one-handed. The phone

overall has a clear visual identity now,

with a larger glass panel on the rear

that stretches around the edges of the 

device, and chamfered bezels.

Oddly, it feels like it’s made from

plastic, though it does feel as solid as a

rock. Compared to the almost ceramic-

like iPhone 8’s glass back, it feels kind

of cheap despite being premium. That 

said, it’s the most grippy flagship

phone out there, which we like.

We also need to talk about those

giant bezels at the top and bottom of

the phone, which are so egregiously 

large, we’re not sure if Google is

trolling us here in the year of bezel-

lessness, 2017. We can live with them,

as we did on the iPhone 8, but it does

make us wish the slim-edged design of

the six-inch Pixel 2 XL was used on the

smaller phone – but we’ll talk more 

about the XL version later.

At least within those bezels, the

Pixel 2 has been given a significant

upgrade in the display department,

with a more vibrant-looking OLED

display (though still Full HD, which is

brilliant sharp at five inches). It also

features an ambient ‘Always On’

display, which continues to show key

information and notifications even

when the screen is theoretically off.

This is a nice touch but has been seen

before, though it’s executed nicely

here, and includes a feature to tell

you what song is playing in the

background, like an instant Shazam.

Price From $1,079 Screen 5-inch,
1920x1080 AMOLED Storage 64GB,

128GB Operating system Android
8.0 Processor Qualcomm Snapdragon

835 RAM 4GB Camera 12MP,
f/1.8, 4K 30fps video Dimensions
145.7x69.7x7.8mm Weight 143g

Connectivity Wi-Fi ac, BT 5.0, USB-C

I
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There’s little special inside the

Google Pixel 2 – powering it is the

same Snapdragon 835 and 4GB RAM

found inside most other smartphones.

It’s a fast device, on par with other

Android flagships. Multitasking,

playing music, watching video and

browsing the web are all effortless.

What Google wants to emphasise is

the software running on that standard

hardware. The Pixel 2 comes with an

updated version of Google’s Pixel

launcher on top of Android Oreo. It

features a smarter Google Assistant,

and now Google Lens as well, which

lets you tap on things in a photo (or

Assistant’s camera mode) to identify

and find information about them – the

phone recognises them for you.

It’s still very close to stock Android,

but it comes with some beautifully

simple changes which make operating

easier, especially with one hand.

Elsewhere in the specs department,

the Google Pixel 2 comes with 64GB or

128GB storage, Bluetooth 5, and a

2,700mAh battery with fast charging.

Despite the small battery, we found

the battery life of the Pixel 2 is actually

pretty impressive, easily lasting a day.

It’s worth noting, due to the metal 

design, the Pixel 2 doesn’t feature

wireless charging. That’s not a major

issue right now, as it still hasn’t hit the 

big time yet, but it’s still a shame.

One lens, no problems
The original Google Pixel had quite 

simply the best camera in any

smartphone for the best part of a year,

so we were really excited to see what

the Pixel 2 would bring to the table.

You get a 12-megapixel sensor, with

an f/1.8 aperture and optical image

stabilisation. Google’s also tinkered

with the software, to improve the 

results and add features.

The result is a big improvement,

with the camera capable of taking

some stunning shots, and, most

importantly, doing that reliably.

Unlike the many of its competitors,

Google has decided against adding a

dual camera set-up to the Pixel 2.

Despite the lack of hardware that you’d

find on other phones, the Pixel 2 still

features a portrait mode which blurs

the background. This works on both

the rear and front cameras, and is

really impressive, matching up to the

similar modes in the Galaxy Note8 and 

iPhone 8 Plus.

The main thing about this camera is

that it just does a fantastic job of letting 

the light in, resulting in amazing

low-light pictures and stunningly

vibrant and crisp results in sunlight. 

This is especially obvious in high

contrast scenes – it balances the

shadows and light brilliantly for a

gorgeous HDR effect. It’s as good as 

any other smartphone camera.

The shadow over the Pixel 2 is its

own sibling, the Pixel 2 XL. It would 

be our pick, but early units have

problems with screen colour issues

and even screen burn-in. Without

more time to see how widespread

these issues are, we have to hold off

from recommending it. But if you

want a one-handed phone with a killer

camera, the Pixel 2 is ready to comply.

WE’RE IMPRESSED Probably
the best camera on the market;

some clever software; nice 
design touches.

WE’D IMPROVE The plastic-feel

just seem wrong these days; no 
wireless charging.

THE LAST WORD Intelligent,
distinctive and characterful, with

has a solid vision for its phones,

VERDICT

ABOVE LEFT
The chamfered

edges and rounded
back make for a

classy look

back – no face or

YOUR NEW SQUEEZE

launch any app, though, as
well as tweak how hard you
have to grip, and change
other options, such as

TURN ON
NOW PLAYING
To auto detect songs and
display them on the lock
screen, go to Settings >
Security & Location > Lock
screen preferences > Now
Playing. Select ‘Show on

will become a music master.

GET MORE FROM PIXEL 2

Get the latest Pixel 2 deals at: 
bit.ly/pixel2deals
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he days of the traditional

router may be numbered. 

We all live in complex

homes. We all have those

corners that stubbornly refuse to give 

up a decent signal. And most of us

have to put up with an awkwardly-

located central access point, which

just makes solving the problem more

difficult. There are options out there

like powerline and Wi-Fi repeaters,

but mesh networks do it better: they 

send signal between individual

nodes, usually using a dedicated

radio channel, meaning you can place

them in those murky areas of your

home that really need the boost. Still 

got black spots? Then you can

seamlessly add another. It’s easier, it’s 

faster and it’s all app-controlled.

Mesh networking is the new hotness in Wi-Fi. Are you 
ready to take your network to the next level?

Banish black spots
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NETGEAR ORBI RBK50
$620 (router and node), netgear.com.au

Netgear’s high-end kit gets pretty much
everything right when it comes to mesh

networking. Perhaps its most notable
advantage is its tri-band support. Where

most mesh kits use the same radio channel
for communicating between mesh nodes

as they do for regular communications, the
Orbi RBK50 has a channel devoted entirely
to relaying data between the satellite(s) and
router. That’s a big deal, and it shows. Here,

the router and satellite both have a generous
collection of Ethernet and USB ports, and 

setup is very simple. 

ONE FOR RAW POWER

GOOGLE WIFI
$499 (three nodes), store.google.com

mesh Wi-Fi revolution, and the product
itself doesn’t disappoint. Immensely simple
to set up, it’s USB-C powered for maximum

while streaming or gaming, and effectively

power AC1200 signal. The accompanying
app is a masterwork, making keeping tabs

devices an absolute breeze.

ONE FOR TECHNOPHOBES

T

BEST FOR
SIGNAL
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ONE FOR KEEPING SECRET

UBIQUITI LABS AMPLIFI HD
$530 (router and two nodes), amplify.com

TP-LINK DECO M5
$400 (three nodes), tp-link.com

ONE FOR RISKY CLICKS

LINKSYS VELOP
$770  (three nodes), linksys.com/au

ONE FOR LARGE HOMES

Wi-Fi mesh networks

BEST FOR
SECURITY

BEST FOR
VALUE



PLATINUM
AWARD

Tested
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$1,500
focal.com

WE’RE IMPRESSED Lifestyle
friendly form factor; powerful

create a canopy of sound.
WE’D IMPROVE Two additional
Focal speakers for four-channel
Atmos cost about $1,000; most

THE LAST WORD The Focal

Atmos solution for small spaces.

VERDICT

Learn more about Dolby Atmos
at T3.com: bit.ly/t3dolbyatmos

olby Atmos, the next-gen audio

system, seems to be everywhere.

It’s fast becoming ubiquitous on

Blu-ray, is gaining support from

Netflix and even features on XBox One X games.

However, if you want to hear it at home, you’ve

been limited to expensive floorstanders and

faced adding Dolby Enabled speakers to existing

systems, or buying an Atmos soundbar.

This Focal system changes all that. A 5.1.2

system, the package comprises three basic Sib

Evo satellites (two for rear deployment, one to

sit horizontally as a centre), two larger Sib Evo

Dolby Atmos speakers for left/right, and the

cute Cub Evo Subwoofer. Neatly, the Sib Evo

Atmos speakers combine front-firing speaker

drivers, with full-range up-firers for audio.

All satellites can be wall-mounted, parked

on optional matching floor stands, or placed

atop teetering towers of old T3s. Just add a Dolby

Atmos AV receiver and you’re good to go.

Focal Sib Evo 5.1.2
HASSLE-FREE HEIGHT-FI

The good news is that once installed, they

sound convincingly cinematic. The cool thing

about Dolby Atmos is that it has a remarkably

effective upmix function for non-encoded

content; so the full driver complement is always

in use. Even with regular surround mixes, you 

get a sense of heightened immersion.

The compact sub and satellites seamlessly

integrate, and generate a huge soundstage.

There’s a delicious sense of spatial movement,

around and overhead. When the War Boys give

chase to Max in Mad Max Fury Road, there’s a

guttural roar from the pursuing V8s, directional 

steering around and overheard is superb.

The speakers also boast a nice mid-range

which offers rounded, clear dialogue. The bass

performance of the cute Cub sub is profound, 

too - that little box can sure slam.

The Sib Evo set isn’t just about movies. The

system can hold a tune. Tight and melodious,

there’s no obvious disconnect between the sub 

and satellites.

Overall, we rate Focal’s Sib Evo as a cracking

solution to the conundrum of 3D audio. It leads

in a class of one (for the time being), a real way

to get proper height-fi into your living room. 



WE’RE IMPRESSED Well-specced
for the price, making it great value.
It’s also quite stylish too, and truly 

portable to boot.
WE’D IMPROVE The stylus could

be more repsonsive for creative
drawing, and needs another hour or 

so of battery life.
THE LAST WORD

to the Surface Pro and at an
unbeatable price – if you’re not
planning on pushing the GPU.

VERDICT

For the best deals on
2-in-1s, head over to

bit.ly/2mgJPQa

hether it’s the metal unibody tablet

design, the thin folio keyboard case

or the 12-inch screen in a 3:2 aspect 

ratio, the Acer Switch 5 is

unashamedly aspiring to be as similar to the

Microso Surface Pro as the law will allow. While

Acer gets no points for originality, the Surface

Pro is a design worth emulating, and this 2-in-1

has nearly all the features of its spiritual sibling.

If you were to put the spec sheets of the

256GB Intel Core i5 version of the Surface Pro 

next to the Switch 5, you’ll see an almost

identical fit-out. Both are built with a 7th-gen

Intel Core i5 CPU, Intel HD Graphics 620, 8GB of

RAM and each sports a speedy 256GB PCIe SSD.

With such a similar layout, it’s natural to

wonder why you would ever go for the Acer

when it was Microsoft’s Surface brand that first 

An aspiring 2-in-1 switches out some specs to hit the sweet spot on price

Acer Switch 5
ABOVE THE SURFACE

W

$1,449
store.acer.com.au

really forged the popular 2-in-1 form factor, but

the Switch 5 has one major drawcard over the

similarly-specced Surface Pro – it costs $500

less. Despite this considerable discount, Acer 

has actually cut costs in clever areas to

minimise the difference in performance.

The most obvious is a slightly smaller screen

that has a resolution of 2,160 x 1,440 pixels to

the Surface Pro’s 2,736 x 1,824 display, which

definitely makes it less vibrant but doesn’t

reduce pixel density and picture quality that

noticeably. The Surface Pro does considerably

outperform the Switch 5 in more GPU intensive 

workloads (creatives, take note). While the

Switch 5’s lower pixel count will mean it drains

less battery, it only has a 38Wh Li-Ion battery to

the Surface Pro’s 45Wh unit, offering around 

five hours of power.

The Switch 5’s pen, keyboardand kickstand

have been reverse engineered to be close to

Microsoft’s offering, and unless you’ve become

accustomed to the Surface Pen, you’re unlikely 

to notice the difference.

Acer Switch 5
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Discover more great wireless charging pads at bit.ly/bestwirelesschargers

We’re impressed Suits larger phones; top-located 
plug insert; faster charging for iPhones again.
We’d improve Pricey, given that it doesn’t charge 

that fast. But it is convenient. 
 

We’re impressed Smaller size is great on desk
spaces; faster charging for iPhones.

We’d improve 7.5W isn’t that fast; the cable runs

 

QI WIRELESS CHARGING PADS

VERDICT VERDICT

$99.95, MOPHIE.COM $99.95, BELKIN.COM.AU

DESIGN
Glance at the Boost Up, and you might mistake it

for a saucer. Its body is slightly wider at the top

than the bottom, with a grippy rubber ring on top 

for your phone, and the same material on the

bottom to stop slippage. It’s great for larger phones.

POWER ADAPTER
Under the pad’s rim is a small cavity for connecting

the mains cable. Connecting to the top of the plug 

means you won’t have trouble with a low wall

socket. A pinhole-sized light on top, near the rim,

illuminates only when power is being transferred.

VALUE
The convenience of inductive charging carries a

premium: most phones have a quick-charge option

they either come with an adapter for, or you can

buy for about $40 that will charge them faster. It’s 

much less cool, admittedly.

CHARGING
This took the same amount of time to charge an

iPhone X as the Mophie, but again, worked fine. As

a sign of how wireless power works, they’re only a 

tiny bit faster than using the wired 5W iPhone

adapter, not the 50% faster you might expect. 

DESIGN
Mophie’s charger is mostly rubber-coated, so it’s

grippy on a tabletop. It has a smaller diameter than

the Belkin, so larger phones overhang. In practice,

you’ll want to leave room to avoid knocks to your

phone whichever mat you choose.

POWER ADAPTER
Mophie’s base has a rounded outer edge. The cable

slots into a recessed port and has a flush finish at

the mat’s edge. Unlike the Belkin, the cable runs

into the plug’s bottom. The light on the base’s front

is arguably more discreet, but a little harder to see.

VALUE
Beyond their outward appearance, the two mats

are very similar, with an identical price tag, so it all

hinges on if you want to pay for convenience.

However, this mat’s size is a little conservative

for phones with a screen over 5.5 inches.

CHARGING
The Qi standard is 5W of charging power, but both

these pads provide 7.5W for iPhone 8/X only.

Anything Qi-compatible will work with both pads

at the lower range. An iPhone X goes from 0 to

100% in three and a half hours from this pad.

Belkin Boost Up 
wireless pad

Mophie wireless
charging base

1st2nd
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$599.95
shop.gopro.com

WE’RE IMPRESSED Higher
frame rates; case-free

WE’D IMPROVE

THE LAST WORD The most
 

 

VERDICT

Find the best GoPro deals: 
bit.ly/t3goprodeals

oPro’s had some ups and downs

recently, but that hasn’t stopped it

pushing the boundaries of what its

action cameras can do. Its latest, the

HERO6 Black, comes with a raft of new tech to

make your adventures look better than ever.

With a new processor inside, dubbed GP1,

it can record video at frame rates previously

thought impossible in such a small form factor.

It also boasts waterproofing down to 10

metres without a case – first seen in the HERO5

Black – and it’s tough too, with a rubberised

finished that screams ‘go break me if you can’.

In testing we dropped it onto concrete from 10

feet, minus a case, and we lost that challenge.

There’s new Wi-Fi support for the 5GHz band

too, which means faster transfer of these bigger,

higher quality video files. We did struggle to

connect to some phones, however, and could 

only transfer using the slower 2.4GHz 

connnection in such cases.

While the HERO6 Black looks much like the

GoPro you know and love, it now features a

full-colour, two-inch touchscreen with 

GoPro
HERO6 Black

WHAT A SMOOTHIE

G
sensitivity that actually works well, when not in

gloves at least. It’s more responsive and colours

are noticeably punchier than the HERO5. Voice

controls are back on the HERO6 Black, meaning 

you can tell it to start a recording or power

down without your busy hands getting

distracted. In reality, this works well indoors

but can struggle if you’re outside with wind.

Shooting is now possible in 4K with up to

60fps, and you’ve got the option of slow-motion

120fps at 2.7K resolution or super slow-motion

240fps at 1080p. This is also all recorded using

the latest HEVC (h.265) codec (as featured in the

iPhone X), which is great for smaller files and

faster transfers, but does mean some older 

devices struggle to play it.

While 4K at 60fps sounds great, image

stabilisation only works at 30fps. If you want

smoother playback, you’ll need a Karma Grip

– or other gimbal - for physical stabilisation.

Then there’s battery - with mixed use we

were getting about two hours of useage, but at

4K 60fps you’re realistically only going to get

around 45 minutes before the battery gives up.
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$1,000
royole.com/moon

ne of our favourite things

about the PlayStation VR is

how it works with non-VR

content, displaying it on a

floating screen in front of you, as if you

were in a cinema. You get a personal

space to watch movies, or play 2D

games, without taking over the TV.

That’s why we were so excited to try

the Royole Moon, which aims to do the

same thing, though without the VR

elements. It has twin OLED 1080p

displays that sit just in front of your

eyes, replicating the feeling of sitting 

O

No, it’s not a VR headset – meet the
Android-powered personal ‘mobile

theatre’ that gives you a virtual
cinema screen to watch anywhere

Royole Moon
YOUR OWN CINEMA

in front of an 800-inch screen, so you

can watch videos without distraction.

Cleverly, and unlike a VR headset,

it’s an all-in-one system, with great

headphones built in, and powered by  

a small connected box that runs

Android, so it’s pretty much a

phone-less smartphone where the

screen sits right on your head. This

means it has a built-in battery too, so

you can use it anywhere. We found the

battery was good for a little under six 

hours of use, which is impressive.

You’ve got a good range of sources

for movies – you can watch video files

from its internal storage, or attach a

USB drive to it and watch from there,

or even plug a HDMI cable into it to

play a games console on it. And on top 

of that, it has Wi-Fi and, being

Android, you can install apps like 

Netflix to stream to it.

Which all sounds fantastic! And it

nearly is, but if it seems like you’re

being offered the Moon on stick, you

kind of are – as is often the case, it’s  

all about the details.

Picture perfect
Before we get to where the Moon

stumbles, let’s start with one area it

absolutely nails: the image quality is

just beautiful. A 1920x1080 display for

each eye means things look incredibly

detailed (you can just about see the

pixels on text, but that’s no problem), 

and the vividness of colours is

stunning, as is the depth of blacks, 

Price $1,000 Screen 2x 1920x1080
OLED Storage 32GB Headphones

8HZ to 20kHz active noise cancelling
Interpupillary Distance 58mm –

70mm Diopter adjustment -7.0 to
+2.0 Battery capacity 6000mAh

Connectivity 802.11n Wi-Fi,
Bluetooth, micro-USB, micro-HDMI

(adapter supplied)
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even when you’re staring right into the 

screen. On the menus, some ghosting 

(one image showing through into 

another after the first image has 

changed) was apparent, but it didn’t 

seem to be a problem in movies or 

games, when it matters.

It also works well for glasses 

wearers – you don’t need them! Its 

lenses are easily adjustable to get 

things looking sharp for your 

prescription and pupil width.

That said, when you’re setting it up, 

you’ll encounter one of its problems, 

which is that the lack of a strap at the 

rear of your head makes it easy to get 

the screen position slightly off – only 

the band that goes on top of your dome 

and padding around the eyepieces 

hold it in place. This makes it easy to 

put on, but not to put on correctly, so 

you might realise you’re trying to get 

the image sharp when it’s actually not 

in quite the right spot. It also results in 

a bit more light leaking in than we’d 

like, and makes it less comfortable for 

long periods than the likes of the 

PlayStation VR, though Royole 

recommends a break every hour 

anyway (you can set the system to 

remind you about this).

And you may well find yourself 

wanting that break, because we did 

find the Moon could be uncomfortable

on our eyes at times. A big part of it 

is how far you have to move your eyes 

to focus on anything not in the centre 

– they’re just not used to it. In a 

cinema or on PS VR, you can move 

your head to help them, but not here; 

the screen is fixed in the centre of your

vision. You can adjust how large the 

screen appears in your vision using the

menus, and this helped for games 

especially (Royole does warn about 

this), but it lessens the cinema impact 

when you make the screen smaller.

Wrong gesture
Speaking of the menus, you control 

them using gestures on a touch panel 

on the right speaker cup, and we’re  

not fans. Entering any text with it is a 

nightmare, especially a Wi-Fi 

password (and this is the first time 

we’ve ever had to use the WPS button 

on the side of our router to connect 

something, which added confusion). 

You can actually attach a USB mouse to 

make it easier, but no one ever will.

Similarly awkward is getting new 

apps onto the Moon – you don’t do it 

through an app store, but instead by 

downloading APK packages to your 

PC, then transferring them over to the 

Moon. So, if you want Netflix, you’d 

have to do this – the only built-in app 

is YouTube. But this reveals other 

problems, like Amazon Prime Video 

not even being on Royole’s suggested 

download site. It’s far from slick.

If you’re planning to use the Moon 

for its basic movie-watching function, 

and are planning to load your own 

content, or don’t mind the clumsy app 

support, it’s a good device – nicely 

constructed, the image quality really 

is terrific, and there’s even 3D support, 

which works fine. And we love that it’s 

portable. But it needs more polish.

WE’RE IMPRESSED Beautiful, 
high-res displays; great sound 

quality; nicely built; pretty  
great battery life.  

WE’D IMPROVE
the head better; less awkward 

controls and proper app support; 
some content strains the eyes.

THE LAST WORD The gorgeous 
screens mean this is worth it  

if you know exactly what you’re 
getting, but the experience needs 

improving overall.

VERDICT

ABOVE LEFT  
You tap and swipe 

on the earcup to 
control the Moon, 

changing volume, 

searching on 
YouTube

ABOVE RIGHT  
The Moon’s control 

box houses its 
smarts and battery, 
and connects over 

USB-C to the 

PLAYSTATION VR
If you’re looking to game or 
watch movies at home on 
your own screen, PS VR is 
a much more comfortable 
way to do it, but the screen 
is about half as detailed as 
the Moon’s. Still, it and a PS4 
Pro cost less than a Moon… 
$549, playstation.com

ZEISS VR ONE PLUS
If you want a private movie 
experience on the go, you 
can use loads of common 
phones in this VR headset. 
Again, less detailed than the
Moon, but it’s compatible 
with lots of apps thanks to 
Google Cardboard support.
$119, zeissvr.com.au

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

Read about the best VR 
headsets at: bit.ly/t3vrheadsets
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Royole Moon



es, these are pricey speakers (the

original LS50s were $1,800 cheaper),

but let’s put it this way - if you buy

these Wireless versions, you don’t

have to buy an amp or streamer. Nor do you

have to find a space in your lounge to house

them. That’s because all the necessary hardware 

is neatly integrated. The result? Two simple

boxes offering the sort of sound that makes 

bigger, more complex systems blush.

The added hardware of an amp and heatsink

on each speaker has made them a bit bigger than 

the originals at the back, but otherwise they

still look stunning, with their curved front.

Playing your favourite tunes is also

uncomplicated - using the companion app you

stream tunes from Tidal, your local library,

or from a media server. Or you can switch

sources and use Bluetooth. Either way, you’ll

be rewarded with scintillating sound. The app’s

clever room correction settings let you adjust

the EQ of the speakers to suit whatever space 

they’re in. Bass performance in Tricky’s

Black Steel is room-shaking stuff, but nicely

controlled, while Michael Jackson’s Wanna Be

Startin Something reveals perfectly balanced

sound. In Dead Combo’s After Peace, Swim

Twice, we’re convinced there’s a Telecaster

being plucked right in front of us, such is the 

level of instrumental realism. 

All the performance without
the cumbersome components

KEF LS50 Wireless
TWO-BOX AUDIO HEAVEN

We’re impressed Epic sound, with excellent
streaming options in a space-saving system.
We’d improve Can’t change sources in-app; 

no Spotify available (yet!).
The last word Hugely powerful; sharp-

sounding and perfectly balanced; the LS50
Wireless are an exciting listen every time.

VERDICT

Y

For more amazing wireless speakers,  
head to: bit.ly/t3wireless

$3,799
au.kef.com
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Tested
KEF LS5O Wireless



WE’RE IMPRESSED Large optical

WE’D IMPROVE

THE LAST WORD

 

VERDICT

Read about the best DSLRs at
T3.com: bit.ly/t3bestdslr

s you’d expect from a camera

that costs the same as a decent

second-hand hatchback, the

D850 is a beast. With weather

sealing and a chunky handgrip, this is a

camera which can handle some scrapes.

Buttons and dials adorn the D850, giving

you instant access to all your most-needed

settings. Your thumb naturally falls upon

the handy joystick to set the AF point

when you’re shooting through the bright

viewfinder (the largest magnification ever 

found on a Nikon DSLR by the way).

Alternatively, you’ve got the 3.2-inch

screen, which, still relatively unusually

for a full-frame DSLR, tilts and is touch-

sensitive. A new silent mode means you can

shoot without making a sound if you need to

remain discreet - weddings, for example. 

 
Nikon D850

PAP POWERHOUSE

The D850 uses the same speedy and

accurate AF (autofocus) system as the

top-of-the-line D5. Unlike compact system

cameras, all of the AF points are clustered

towards the centre of the frame - sometimes

you need to focus and recompose. A minor 

niggle, but an annoyance at times.

Nikon’s Snapbridge functionality is great

for quickly transferring your shots across to 

your mobile phone ready for sharing on

social networking sites and the like. That is 

when it wants to play ball - there are

occasions when it seems the Bluetooth

connection just doesn’t want to co-operate.

Image quality is frankly superb. Detail, as

you’d probably expect from an offering of 45

megapixels, is resolved in super-fine detail,

while colours are nicely saturated with great 

dynamic range. The high ISO, low-light

performance is also impressive, particularly

for something boasting so many megapixels. 

Exposures are nicely balanced, while

automatic white balance produces accurate 

colours in the majority of cases.

Nikon D850
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Tested 

XIAOMI MI BAND 2
$35, kogan.com

Although there’s a lack of integrated GPS and
the band feels cheap compared to the others,

Xiaomi’s superbly priced tracker gives
admirable performance for its featherweight

price. Of course, the 0.42-inch OLED screen is
fuzzy compared to the Samsung, but it

displays time, calories, steps and heart rate
adequately enough. The Mi Band 2 is also

good in bed, keenly spotting when you drop
off and wake up. Steps and heart rate tracking

are less accurate, yet in the right ballpark.
Auto-recognition can be sluggish, but a

claimed 20-day battery life is promising.

 

BEST FOR TIGHT BUDGETS

 
one is right for you? We put six of the most popular to the test

Band on the run

MISFIT SHINE 2

accurate sleep, swim and activity tracker
has the best claimed battery life here at up
to six months. Its 12-LED display uses light

goal achievements, though interpreting
these takes practice. Like the TomTom, the
waterproof Shine 2 is easy to set up, with
plentiful data displayed in-app. If it wasn’t
for the round disc being prone to popping

out of the band – perhaps stick it in the
included Action Clip instead – this could be 

a winner. 

 

IDEAL FOR SWIMMERS

SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2 PRO
$329, samsung.com/au

However you move and relax, Samsung’s

keep tabs. This band isn’t dainty, but it’s
futuristically sleek, with a customisable

Super AMOLED display. There’s also

over two days, or roughly nine hours with
GPS, and we experienced some lag in heart

rate monitoring, making this better for
casual runners rather than interval trainers.

Automatic activity tracking is excellent – 
throw on the band and go.

 

BEST FOR AUTOMATIC TRACKING

 Words: Claire Davies

THE
DESIGN
AWARDBEST FOR

TIGHT
BUDGETS
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Fitness bands

ach year,

smartwatches get

better at tracking

workouts and

activity, leaving standalone

fitness bands with little wiggle

room for sub-par performances.

While most fitness trackers 

GARMIN VIVOSPORT
$299, buy.garmin.com/en-AU

Garmin’s feature-packed sleep, sports and

 

GREAT FOR FULL-BORE TRACKING

TOMTOM TOUCH CARDIO +
BODY COMPOSITION

$179, tomtom.com/en_au

 

PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS

– certainly the ones here - serve

up smart notifications, they have

to work extra hard to match the 

calibre of their smartwatch

brethren. On the other hand,

there’s something to be said for

the simplicity of a quality fitness

band: no surplus tech to explore,

just comprehensive tracking and

digestible metrics. Here, we’ve

tested six of the most popular

bands to see how they fare at

monitoring workouts and daily 

activity. As you’ll soon see,

price isn’t always an indication 

of performance…

FITBIT ALTA HR

 

SOLID CHOICE FOR RUNNERS
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VALUE 4K BLU-RAY PLAYER

AV RECEIVER

PORTABLE GAMES CONSOLE

OLED 4K TV

TOP-END 4K TV

TOP-END 4K BLU-RAY PLAYER

UNIVERSAL REMOTE

TV SOUNDBAR

4K GAMES CONSOLE

4K HDR PROJECTOR

4K STREAMER

Best of the best

VALUE 4K TV

Q ACOUSTICS M3
This brilliant soundbar offers balanced 

$349, qacoustics.co.uk

NINTENDO SWITCH

$469, nintendo.com

PANASONIC DMP-UB900

$899, panasonic.com

GOOGLE CHROMECAST ULTRA

$99, play.google.com

XBOX ONE X

$649, xbox.com/en-au

LOGITECH HARMONY ELITE
A dual-purpose remote, as at home in 

even control it from a phone app! 
$449.95, logitech.com

LG SIGNATURE W7

$13,499 lg.com

HISENSE M7000

From $1,098, hisense.com.au

MARANTZ NR1608

$1,299, marantz.com

XBOX ONE S

$329, microsoft.com

OPTOMA UHD65

$5,299, ambertech.com

SONY A1 SERIES

From $4,999, sony.com.au

ENTERTAINMENT
BEST OF…

However serious you are about your TV, movies and gaming setups,  
we’ve got the perfect buys for a tricked-out living room
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Best of the best

PORTABLE BLUETOOTH SPEAKER

WI-FI SPEAKER

BOOKSHELF SPEAKERSHI-FI STREAMER

MULTI-ROOM SPEAKERS

WIRED IN-EAR HEADPHONES

WIRED OVER-EAR HEADPHONES

TURNTABLEHI-FI STEREO AMP

WIRELESS IN-EAR HEADPHONES

SENNHEISER MOMENTUM M2IE
The M2IE boast fantastically detailed
sound, plenty of bass and dedicated
versions for both iOS and Android.
They’re comfortable too, and impossible
to beat for the price.
$169.95, en-au.sennheiser.com

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR 851A
Nine easily selected inputs and Cambridge

design combine to make this a truly  
unique and special amp, one that can 
stand up to any musical test.
$2,699, cambridgeaudio.com

SENNHEISER MOMENTUM 2.0
The around-ear version of Sennheiser’s
brilliant range offers supreme comfort,
good portability thanks to a folding design,
and – most importantly – fantastic sound
quality in all situations.
$499.95, en-au.sennheiser.com

BOWERS & WILKINS PX
These stylish headphones are also
technical marvels, boasting adjustable
noise cancellation via an app. They pause
automatically when you take them off, last
ages, and sound absolutely fantastic.
$549, bowers-wilkins.com

MARANTZ TT5005
Not a looker, but when it comes to
practicality and sound, the TT5005’s
automatic tone arm and moving magnet
cartridge are unparalleled. It even includes
a pre-amp for amps without phono input.
$450, marantz.com

NAIM UNITI ATOM
An immensely stylish streamer with a 
great screen, that’s compatible with a 
host of music streaming services. It’ll 
play anything on your network and via 
Chromecast, AirPlay and Bluetooth aptX.
$3,150, naimaudio.com

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO YOYO M
These portable speakers are made for
wireless stereo sound and come as a pair
(though you can use one on its own). They
offer punchy audio in an impressively wide

$599, cambridgeaudio.com

NAIM MU-SO
It’s expensive, but there just isn’t a better
sounding or looking wireless speaker for
the price. The sound is monumentally
excellent, and it supports a solid range

$1,899, naimaudio.com

WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 220
These are great value, yet offer up 13cm
Kevlar mid/bass drivers, deep-dish
tweeters and outstandingly punchy sound.
Place them next to a wall for the strongest
output from the rear-set bass port.
$549 (pair), wharfedale.co.uk

FLARES PRO
These headphones plug into a mini-DAC
you need to clip about your person, but
the result is truly amazing sound for the
size. It’s audiophile stuff, with beautiful
stereo channel separation.

PORTABLE HI-RES PLAYER

ASTELL & KERN KANN
A substantial audio device at nearly 300g,
but one that does incredible things. It’s a
DAC in its own right, it’s an astonishing
high-res player, and its massive battery
will keep you rocking for days on end.
$1,349, astellnkern.com

SONOS ONE
Pound for pound, this is a hell of a lot 

a room, and expandable through the 
versatile Sonos speaker range. Built-in 
Alexa support clinches it for Sonos.
$299, sonos.com

AUDIO
BEST OF…

From wireless convenience to audiophile heaven, this is the gear  
you need to make the most of your favourite music

WIRELESS OVER-EAR HEADPHONES
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Best of the best

SMARTWATCH

ELECTRIC RAZOR

ANDROID PHONE

MID-RANGE PHONE

HYBRID WATCH

FITNESS TRACKER

BLUETOOTH TRACKER

ELECTRIC TOOTHBRUSH

VALUE PHONE

ANALOGUE WATCH

MARTWAT

PREMIUM PHONE

TILE SLIM
A tiny keyring-sized square that helps
your phone keep tabs on your wallet and
vice versa, with a selection of ringtones, a
year’s battery life, and the endurance to
last a lifetime sitting in your back pocket.
$44.95, thetileapp.com

EREADER

KINDLE OASIS

and weighted to be held in one hand, the 
Oasis takes digital reading to the next 
level. Clip on the leather charging cover 
and you’re set for months of books.
$389, amazon.com.au

MISFIT PHASE 
Smartwatch functionality without the 
screen – all the alerts, connectivity and 
activity tracking you desire, packed into 
a stunning and completely inconspicuous 
analogue watch with a six-month battery.

VICTORINOX INOX PARACORD
With a strap woven out of 250kg-tension 
paracord and sporting a transparent 
compass-marked bumper, the INOX 
Paracord is a durable survival tool that 
happens to look super-cool on your wrist.
$640, victorinox.com

PHILIPS SONICARE  
DIAMONDCLEAN SONIC
Whiten and polish with the vibrations 
from this versatile brush, which whips 
your toothpaste into a bubbly frenzy to 
get between your teeth more effectively.
$439, philips.com.au

GARMIN VIVOSPORT

absolutely packed with features, including 

the price. It tracks all sorts of activities 
accurately, and battery life is strong.  
$299, garmin.com

HUAWEI NOVA 2i

phone, this is truly a hidden gem. It looks 
great, with minimal bezels, and its cost 
completely belies its specs – especially its 
excellent dual cameras, front and rear.
$499, huawei.com

APPLE iPHONE X
Somehow earning its colossal price 
tag, this is a masterpiece of design and 
engineering. The screen is the best out 
there, the camera is fantastic, and it feels 
like a device from the near future.
$1,579, apple.com/au

BRAUN SERIES 9 9095CC
Stubble is man’s worst friend, but Braun’s 
waterproof Series 9 can handle even a 
three-day beard without ripping out your 
face hair. When you’re done, the charging 
station automatically cleans and dries.
$699, braun.com

APPLE WATCH SERIES 3
Nothing in the smartwatch market does 
more than the Apple Watch, and this third 
generation can do it all without a tethered 
phone – perfect for keeping your life in 
order whatever you happen to be doing.
From $459, apple.com/au

MOTOROLA MOTO G5 
There’s a lot on offer here that you 
wouldn’t expect under £200, from its 
part-aluminium case to its 1080p display 

quality phone which runs Android 7, too.
From $299, motorola.com.au

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8

that almost completely eliminates bezels, 
cameras that work in any light, and iris-

 
is as much an experience as it is a phone. 
From $999, samsung.com

LIFESTYLE
BEST OF…

Kit yourself out with the ultimate in personal technology. This is the stuff  
you use every day, so make sure you get it spot on with our picks
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Best of the best

CITY ELECTRIC CAR

FUN CAR

ELECTRIC FOLDING BIKE

IN-CAR CHARGING

FAMILY CAR

ELECTRIC BIKE

LONG-RANGE ELECTRIC CAR

SAT NAV

BIKE NAVSMART HELMET

CAR DISPLAY

DASH CAM

SCOTT ESUB TOUR
You still need to pedal, but Scott’s 
battery assist makes a huge difference in 
acceleration and torque, meaning you’ll 
handle hills with ease and leave other road 
users standing at the lights.
$4,399, bicyclesuperstore.com.au

LIVALL 2017 SMART HELMET
A connected helmet with turn signals, 
speakers for safe Bluetooth calling, ride-
tracking facilities to keep you pushing 
harder, and an SOS alert which detects 
impacts and shares your location.
$229.99, livall.com

TOMTOM GO 6200
Sat-nav brought bang up to date, with pin-
perfect mapping joined by on-board Wi-Fi, 
a data SIM to keep you up to date with 

your phone, including narrated alerts.
$449, tomtom.com

GARMIN DASH CAM 55
Constantly watching the road, the Dash 
Cam 55 does more than record footage 
and save it in case of an incident. Driver-
awareness warnings will tell you if you’re 
too close or veering out of your lane.
$249, garmin.com

BEELINE BIKE COMPASS
More of a traditional navigation device 
than a modern one, the backlit E-Ink 
display of the Beeline constantly points 
to your destination and tells you how far 
precisely you have left to ride. 
$169, beeline.com

STK HUB 
Five ports in two parts – a pair plugged 
into the 12V socket, and three in the 
back via an extension module – means 
everyone in the car can share the Hub’s 
10.8A of charging power at one time.
$35.99, stk-life.com

BMW i3
The i3 is a responsive, highly practical 
electric runabout packed with connectivity 
options and enough power in its 125kw 
motor to hit 100km/h in just 7.3 seconds. 
Perfect for a daily commute.
From $63,900, bmw.com.au

JAGUAR F-TYPE
In coupé or convertible form, the latest 
F-Type rules the road. Fine lines, amazing 
agility and a two-litre, four-cylinder turbo 
engine that kicks hard without costing the 
earth. You’ll be grinning behind the wheel.
From $107,017, jaguar.com.au

VELECTRIX FOLDAWAY 
Collapsible into a luggage-sized package 
via a super-robust hinged frame, and 

compact unit feels more like a full-size 
cycle than you’d think.
$1,795, velectrix.com.au

NAVDY
An innovation that takes the concept of 
the car heads-up display to the next level, 
with translucent mapping in your eyeline 
and gesture control so you can answer 
calls or dismiss alerts with a wave.
$799, navdy.com

TESLA MODEL S 100D
Safe, super-smart and speedy, Tesla’s 
all-electric saloon has everything you’d 
expect and more. It’s a true technological 
marvel, with a range of over 500km, so 
even long journeys are no problem.
From $159,903, tesla.com

VOLVO XC60
Well-appointed and exquisitely designed, 
this mid-size hybrid SUV has all the 
entertainment options you need, the  
poise to make those long journeys smooth 
and enjoyable, and is safe as houses.
From $62,990, volvocars.com/au

AUTO
BEST OF…

Get the best driving experience possible. No matter whether you tend to go  
for two wheels or four – these are the top vehicles and accessories around

F E B R U A R Y / M A R C H  2 0 1 8  T3  93



Best of the best

LIFESTYLE WI-FI CAMERA

WEATHER STATION

MANUAL VACCUUM

VOICE ASSISTANT

SMART DOORBELL

SMART SECURITY CAMERA

COFFEE MACHINE

SMART PLUG

PRESSURE WASHER

ROBOT VACCUUM

KETTLE

SMART LIGHTING SYSTEM

BELKIN WEMO INSIGHT SWITCH
This isn’t just a way to switch your devices 
on and off (though it does do that); the 
WeMo also keeps close tabs on your 
energy usage, so you can see just how 
much that tumble dryer is costing you.
$69.95, belkin.com/au

DYSON CINETIC BIG BALL  
ANIMAL UPRIGHT
Heavy, yes, but the suction the Cinetic 
Big Ball generates is beyond compare, 
particularly considering its unique skill  
at dealing with pet hair. 
$799, dyson.com.au

NETGEAR ARLO PRO
With a battery lasting months inside each 
camera, the Arlo system does away with 
the painful process of wiring your security 
cameras, and you get seven-day cloud 
storage of motion-detected recordings.
$799 (two cameras), arlo.com/au

BREVILLE SMART KETTLE
The perfect cup of tea requires careful 
temperature control. The Breville kettle 

desired brew, and can keep itself nicely 
warm for 20 minutes.
$169.95, breville.com.au

KAERCHER K7
By using multiple pressure layers and 
an adjustable spray lance, Kaercher’s 

and quickly, with enough options available 
to scrub just about any surface or vehicle.
$994, kaercher.com

GAGGIA NAVIGLIO
Everything you need to create a delicious 
bean-to-cup brew at an entry-level price. 
Gaggia’s pedigree is all poured into this 
quality espresso maker, and proves you 
don’t need to spend a cent more.
$990, gaggia.com

RING VIDEO DOORBELL 2
Part motion-detecting security camera, 
part ring-anywhere doorbell, the Video 
Doorbell 2 alerts you via your smartphone 
when you have a visitor – and you can 
two-way talk even if you’re not home. 
$329, ring.com

PHILIPS HUE
Philips is the big name in smart lighting, 

Great app control, clever lighting options 
and integrations with other smart home 
devices make it the brightest of the bunch.
From $144, meethue.com/en-au

NETATMO WEATHER STATION
Netatmo’s outdoor sensor pulls in metrics 
about temperature, humidity and more, 
but it’s the indoor sensor, which keeps 
tabs on the air quality and CO2 levels  
in your home, completes the package.
$299.99, netatmo.com

NEST CAM 
This indoor cam streams sharp HD video 
to your phone or computer, and can alert 
you when it senses motion or sound, so 

130-degree view, you won’t miss a thing.
$319, nest.com/au

iROBOT ROOMBA 980

and clever navigation mean this Wi-Fi-
connected vac can take care of just about 
any cleaning need. You can control it via 

$1,199, irobot.com.au

GOOGLE HOME
Google’s home assistant is being woven 
into more and more devices, but the 
original Home tower is still one of the best 
to get. An attractive design and pleasing 
sound make it a modern must-have.
$79, store.google.com

SMART HOME & LIVING
BEST OF…

Upgrade your house with the best tech for monitoring security  
and saving energy, plus lifestyle luxuries to make life easier
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Best of the best

ALL-IN-ONE

PREMIUM TABLET

MID-RANGE TABLET

ULTRAPORTABLE LAPTOP

GAMING LAPTOP

4K MONITOR

MECHANICAL KEYBOARD

GAMING MOUSE

VALUE TABLET

GAMING PC

GAMING HEADSET

PRO LAPTOP

RAZER DEATHADDER ELITE
Razer’s Chroma-lit mouse is ultra-
ergonomic for even the most awkward 
hands, and its Omron switches (good for 
50 million clicks, apparently) are only 
bested by the 16,000 CPI optical sensor.
$119.95, razerzone.com

APPLE iPAD 5TH-GEN
Apple’s latest consumer-grade iPad does 
amazing things considering its incredible 
price point. Its A9 processor is blazing 
fast, the 9.7-inch Retina display is rich and 
sharp, and its software library unmatched.
From $469, apple.com/au

SAMSUNG U28E590D
Everyone’s getting in on the 4K game, 
but Samsung’s 28-inch panel is yet to be 
bested. A 1ms response time means it’s 
perfect for even twitchy games, and 60Hz 
4K action is just a DisplayPort away.
$598, samsung.com/au

STEELSERIES ARCTIS 7
Super-comfortable thanks to SteelSeries’ 
ski-goggle-inspired headband, with great 
full-range drivers and a studio-quality mic, 
all in a wireless package which features 
DTS Headphone:X 7.1 surround sound.
$279, steelseries.dk

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB A8.0
While it’s a budget device, don’t expect 
budget performance. The Galaxy Tab A 
8.0 offers up everything you need for a 
smooth experience, and enough muscle to 
deal with anything you can throw at it.
From $299, samsung.com/au

COUGAR 700K
Made for serious gaming with every 
possible mod con – from the FPS wrist 

– with your choice of Cherry MX switches 
to get the exact experience you’re after.
$155, cougargaming.com

RAZER BLADE STEALTH
A sumptuous Core i7 processor, a 4K 
screen, a Razer Chroma-infused keyboard, 
all in a beautiful ultrabook shell. Add in 
desktop GPU power via the Thunderbolt 3 
Razer Core and you’re in gaming heaven.
From $2,399.95, razerzone.com

RAZER BLADE PRO 4K
An astonishingly powerful laptop, that 
packs killer processor performance with 
VR-ready graphics in a highly usable, body, 
including a great keyboard. And that 4K 
screen is just stunning.
From $5,899.95, razerzone.com

APPLE iPAD PRO 
The iPad Pro is more than a tablet. It’s a 
creative toolkit, a processing powerhouse, 
and an essential addition to any mobile 

 
10.5-inch or 12.9-inch model.
From $979, apple.com/au

APPLE iMAC WITH  
5K RETINA DISPLAY
There’s never been a screen like this. Big 
enough for every task, detailed, bright, 
colourful, and it happens to have a Mac 
stuffed in the back of it as well.
From $2,699, apple.com/au

ALIENWARE AURORA R6
Compact, cool and nowhere near as 
ostentatious as many larger gaming PCs 
tend to be, the Aurora R6 (particularly in 

way to get VR-gaming ready.
From $3,499, dell.com/au

HP SPECTRE 13
An incredibly thin, light and beautiful 
laptop, with a dense, high-end HD panel. 
Despite being 1cm thick, it doesn’t skimp 
on the power either, thanks to an Intel 
Core i7 processor.
From $2,999, hp.com

COMPUTING
BEST OF…

From gaming paradise to mobile workhorses to tablets with laptop power, 
these computer and accessory picks will increase your productivity
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Best of the best

MIRRORLESS CAMERA

FULL-FRAME DSLR

CHARGING CABLE

WATERPROOF PORTABLE SPEAKER

ENTRY-LEVEL DSLR

BATTERY PACK

COMPACT CAMERA

CAMERA DRONE

UNIVERSAL CHARGERBACK-UP PHONE

ACTION CAMERA

RUNNING WATCH

ANKER POWERCORE 20100
Being away from a power socket doesn’t 
mean you’re away from power. Anker’s 
battery pack can charge an iPhone 7 seven 
times, determine the best way to charge 
your devices, and weighs only 350g.
$89, anker.com

NOKIA 3310
The 3310 will win no awards for its tech, 
that’s true. But for a bargain price like this, 
with a battery that goes on and on, it’s the 
perfect second phone to chuck in a bag 
when you’re hitting the great outdoors.
$89, nokia.com

DJI MAVIC PRO
The Mavic Pro folds into a small package, 
but that’s only one of its talents. More 
affordable than the Phantom 4, capable of 
shooting awesome video and 27 minutes 

From $1,599, dji.com

GARMIN FORERUNNER 935
The Forerunner 935 measures every 
aspect of your workout, from heart rate 
to complex running metrics like ground 
contact time. It helps you to improve 
posture and upgrade your pace.
$699, garmin.com

MU WORLDWIDE TRAVELLER DUO
Two ports for a pair of devices that can 
charge at once, a range of foldable plug 
pin connectors for different countries, 
and the thinnest design we’ve seen for 

$25, amazon.com

UE WONDERBOOM

pool than it would be in your kitchen, the 

ten hours of battery life is great, too.
$99, ultimateears.com

SONY A9
Cleverly engineered to put every 
component right behind the 24.2MP 
sensor for speed, the A9 can shoot at a 
ridiculous 20fps, take 4K video, and has 

$6,999, sony.com.au

NIKON D850

produce truly astounding images. On top 
of that, it’s packed with great features, and 
is easy to handle. Pretty much perfect. 
$5,299, nikon.com

STK BINARY 3
There’s no universal charging port on 
modern gadgets, but there is a universal 
cable – this has adapters for compatibility 

with brilliant braiding so it won’t fray.
$52, stklife.com

GOPRO HERO6 BLACK
The most advanced action camera on the 
planet can shoot stunning 4K video at 

also waterproof to 10m without a case.
$599.95, gopro.com

SONY RX100 V

you’re pointing and shooting, you want 
your pocket camera to perform. The 
RX100 V really does, with 4K video, 0.05 
second autofocus and a Bionz X processor.
$1,699, sony.com.au

CANON EOS 800D

trickled down from higher models in the 

awesome image quality. 
$1,199, canon.com

TRAVEL & OUTDOORS
BEST OF…

Whether you’re off for a holiday or just hitting the running trail,  
get the most from your trips with these amazing tech buys
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Guilty pleasures to
f

VICES

he Hakushu single malt comes in the 

ut none compares to the taste of this 

 

daddy gets a deeper colour and a more 

midor and caramel on the nose; crème 

$3,999
danmurphys.com.au

H A KUSHU
25-Y EA R-
LD SINGLE 

M A LT

NEXT ISSUE IS ON SALE MONDAY 16 APRIL
Travel guides, Apple’s Phil Schiller talks future tech, 4K laptops reviewed

Guilty pleasures to
seriously spoil yourself
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