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InsideAngles BY DOUG STANGE  

EDITOR IN CHIEF

After six hours of difficult fishing from various 
anchored positions in deep water that day, I suggested 
a tactical change—drifting over deep flats with a three-
way rig consisting of a 1.5-ounce jighead tipped with 
cut shad. A second tag line of 36 inches with a J hook 
with cut shad was tagged above the jighead off a swivel 
running free on the line above another swivel just above 
the jighead. It’s an approach we’ve used successfully for 
catfish many times before.

We weren’t five minutes into our first drift when 
the monster ate the jig. We never had another bite from 
a fish above 2 pounds the rest of the day. No big blue 
cats, but one totally unexpected beast of a flathead, esti-
mated at 90 pounds. Blind luck? It got me wondering.

One of the best writers on the topic of luck is medi-
cal researcher Dr. James Austin. He says there are four 
kinds of chance, or good fortune—what we call luck. 

Chance #1 is pure blind luck that comes with no 
effort on your part. If, for example, you’re playing 
bridge at a table of four and draw thirteen spades, that’s 
blind luck. It occurs only once in 635 billion deals. Lot-
tery winnings also are blind luck.

Chance #2 is the kind of luck that comes to those 
who persist. Keep on going—don’t give up easily—and 
chances are you will stumble on something, often when 
you least expect it.

Chance #3 is the kind that’s seen only by those pre-
pared to see it, as in “chance tends to favor the prepared 
mind.”

Austin says that a classic example of this occurred 
in 1928, when Alexander Fleming’s mind instantly 
fused at least five elements into a conceptually uni-
fied nexus. He was in the laboratory that day when his 
mental sequences went like this: (1) I see that mold has 
fallen by accident into a culture dish; (2) the staphylo-
coccal colonies residing near it failed to grow; (3) there-
fore, the mold must have secreted something that killed 
the bacteria; (4) this reminds me of a similar experience 
I had once before; (5) if I can separate this “something” 

S
If It Wasn’t For Bad Luck . . .

Some of you may have seen the giant 

flathead catfish I caught in late February, on a 

TV trip to Tawakoni, Texas, in search of the big 

blue catfish the reservoir is famous for. Tawa-

koni fished more difficultly than usual much 

of the past winter, perhaps because it never got 

cold enough to consolidate shad in deep water. 

As a result catfish often were scattered—and 

many fish held shallower than usual all winter.

from the mold, it might be used to kill staphylococci 
that cause human infections. Penicillin was the result.

Chance #4 is more difficult to describe. Just being 
busy won’t produce it. Austin says you have to be busy 
at a hobby. This type of chance results in serendipitous 
things happening to us while we’re pursuing some-
thing we’re interested in. 

So we shouldn’t count on luck. But Austin says we 
shouldn’t discount it either, so that at a minimum we 
don’t discourage it. Especially in our lifestyle outside 
our work do the varieties of chance operate, setting the 
stage for new friends, fresh options, new facts, novel 
perceptions, prompted by acts uniquely ours.

Lucky people tend to be busy people with goals 
and good humor who go about working hard to get 
what they’ve decided on. It has been said before that 
luck often is what happens when preparedness meets 
opportunity. 

So we need to persist and persist some more. That’s 
sometimes when things you least expect happen. On 
the other hand, we often get what we expect from life, 
including our fishing. Persistence tends to win out, and 
reaching goals that seem difficult to others is fairly easy, 
for the simple reason that so few really try for long. ■
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Bits
Blending Fishery Science with Everyday Fishing

&Pieces
BY STEVE QUINN, DR. ROB NEUMANN, 

DR. HAL SCHRAMM & RALPH MANNS 

Muskies spawned at temperatures between 46°F and 
63°F in water less that 4½ feet deep, and eggs were found at 
73 percent of sites where spawners were spotted. Muskies 

selected spawning habitats 
with multiple combinations of 
characteristics. They tended 
to avoid areas with emergent 
or submergent vegetation and 
selected sandy substrates. Sites 
close to wooded wetlands and 
away from developed proper-
ties were also were attractive, 
especially on the eastern side 
of lakes where there was shel-
ter from wind.

Sheltered bays with mod-
erate slopes and small flats 
proved popular across a wide 
range of lakes. Spawners 
avoided outflowing streams 
and expansive flats with little 
slope. There were exceptions, as 
fish sometimes used areas that 
were not deemed ideal. 

Using these observations, 
the team built a computer 
model to predict potential 
spawning locations based on 
areal characteristics, which 
would be useful in regulating 
development and land clearing. 

Steve Quinn

*Nohner, J. K., and J. S. Diana. 2015. 

Muskellunge spawning site selection 

in northern Wisconsin lakes and a 

GIS-based predictive habitat model. 

N. Am. J. Fish. Mgmt. 35:141-157.

Conservation Connections—Across their range, 
natural muskie reproduction has declined, often reduc-
ing the quality of fisheries or requiring fish to be raised 
in a hatchery and stocked, an expensive process. To learn 
more about their spawning habitat with an eye toward 
protecting it from damage, University of Michigan 
researchers closely studied successful spawning loca-
tions in 28 lakes in northern Wisconsin, ranging from 
110 to 2,500 acres.*

They conducted nighttime spotlighting surveys from 
late April into the third week of May, over two years, 
then checked potential spawning sites for the presence 
of eggs. They observed female muskies broadcasting 
eggs over distances of up to 150 yards. They then stud-
ied physical and biological parameters of spots were the 
spawn was successful.

»Muskie spawning sites and spawning habitat 

predictions for one of the study lakes. 

Muskie Spawning

Observed spawning site

0 to 25 percent

25 to 50 percent

50 to 75 percent

Relative probablility of spawning

Open water

PHOTO // ERIC ENGBRETSON
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Field Observations—Stockpiling (bass staying close 
to tournament weigh-in release points) is a concern to fish-
ery biologists as stockpiled fish can be more susceptible to 
angler harvest and disease, and can also lead to increased 
competition for food and habitat. While most bass tourna-
ments occur in inland waters, a number take place each year 
in coastal systems. Most studies of movement of largemouth 
bass after tournament displacement have been performed 
in inland waters.

Although there is limited evidence that bass disperse 
rapidly after tournament release in coastal rivers, numer-
ous tournaments having the same weigh-in location within 
a short time period could lead to short-term stockpiling. 
Additionally, unlike in inland lakes and rivers, variable dis-
solved oxygen and salinity concentrations in coastal rivers 
have the potential to affect bass movement.

A study was conducted in Albemarle 
Sound, a coastal area in North Carolina 
popular with bass tournaments, to examine 
the effects of tournament displacement on 
largemouth bass movement and the rate of 
return to catch locations.* Researchers sim-
ulated a tournament, collecting 40 bass (14 
to 21.5 inches) via electrofishing from four 
tributaries of Albemarle Sound in May. Bass 
were released at a single location that was 
10 to 28 miles from their capture locations. 
Prior to release, bass were tagged with radio 
transmitters and their locations monitored 
until the next September. Fish that did not 
move more than 0.3 miles were considered 
to stockpile.

Long-term stockpiling was not evident 
as 57 percent of fish moved more than 0.3 
miles from the release point within 7 days of 
release, and 87 percent moved within 21 days 
of release. Movement was highest during 

the first two months after release. Eight bass returned to 
their capture location during the 15-month study. No bass 
that were displaced more than 22 miles returned to their 
capture location. 

Largemouth bass in this study appeared to move farther 
and more quickly after being displaced than those in inland 
waters. The researchers hypothesized the extremely variable 
environmental conditions that coastal largemouth bass expe-
rience may allow them to adjust more quickly to new envi-
ronmental conditions at release points and thus have more 
energy to use for movement than bass in inland waters. 

Gabe Gries

*Brown, D. T., J. A. Rice, C. D. Suski, and D. D. Aday. 2015. Disper-

sal patterns of coastal largemouth bass in response to tournament dis-

placement. N. Am. J. Fish. Mgmt. 35:537-550.

Science into Strategy—Berkley Fish Research Team’s 

Dr. Keith Jones has described a channel catfish as a “swim-

ming tongue,” to emphasize the role taste plays in how cat-

fish perceive the world. But recent research has revealed 

additional sensory abilities that may provide anglers with 

new approaches to improve their catches.

“A recent study reports wave tracking by catfish,” 

Jones says. “It appears that catfish in general, and par-

ticularly European catfish species, use wave tracking to 

find baitfish. When a baitfish swims, it creates a hydrody-

namic trail in the water behind it. Catfish seem to be able 

to swim into that trail of disturbance, even in total dark-

ness, and follow it to the fish itself. Wave tracking involves 

their lateral line and the fish’s ability to sense pressure 

waves in water. Wave tracking may be the reason some 

anglers think it pays to incorporate some sort of rattle or 

thump in catfish baits. It’s still early, but research indicates 

there may be something to it.”

Catfish have also been shown to track faint electrical 

pulses created by muscle movements of potential prey. All 

catfish, and especially flathead catfish, seem to be able to 

detect the presence of the micro-electrical charges pro-

duced by other fish, and may be able to differentiate among 

fish of different sizes and species.

While taste is the driving force behind catfish feeding 

and therefore catfish baits, we’re learning that other senses 

play roles in feeding. A better understanding of how catfish 

perceive their world may explain why fluttering chunks of 

cutbait sometimes get more bites from channel cats than 

inanimate baits, or why flatheads gobble some types of live-

baits while ignoring others. ■
Dan Anderson

Beyond the Swimming Tongue

Tournament Displacement of Coastal Bass
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ADVENTURES
■ LAKE CHAMPLAIN NEW YORK/VERMONT/QUEBEC

Largemouth & Smallmouth Bass » This 93-mile-long lake is a bassin’ 
paradise, with 3- to 5-pound smallmouths throughout the central basin, and 
largemouths over 5 at the southern end (Ticonderoga area) as well as up 
north. Many other species as well (16 Vermont state records caught here).

Contact: Guide Howard Hammond, 518/962-8645, champlainbass.com; 
Circle Court Motel (Ticonderoga area), 518/585-760, circlecourtmotel.com.

Rich Zaleski

■ LAFITTE LOUISIANA

Redfish » Sight-fishing is prime for abun-
dant redfish up to about 12 pounds all summer and fall in the 
maze of backwaters surrounding this area just 40 minutes 
south of New Orleans.

Contact: Capt. C. J. Rojas, 504/233-1005, rojascharters.com.

Doug Stange

■ DENVER AREA COLORADO

Carp » Steady bite for fish that may surpass 20 
pounds, using Euro techniques and tackle.

Contact: Capt. Nate Zelinsky, tightlinesoutdoors.com.

In-Fisherman

■ UPPER HOLTER 

LAKE MONTANA

Multispecies » Lots of walleyes, 
jumbo perch, and big rainbow and 
brown trout are the draw in the riverine 
portion of this area north of Helena, 
know as the Gates of the Mountains.

Contact: Guides Capt. Kit Johnson 
and Capt. Trevor Johnson, 406/459-
2841, kitstackle.com.

In-Fisherman
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■ ALASKAN  

PENINSULA

ALASKA

Chinook and Coho 

Salmon » June and July bring 
a parade of 20- to 40-pound 
kings followed by incredible 
numbers of 15- to 25-pound 

silvers from August through September. 
Bonus rainbow trout and Arctic char on 
these unpressured waters.

Contact: Pumice Creek Lodge, 
907/350-6841, garylarose.com.

Steve Ryan

■ LAKE ST. CLAIR

ONTARIO

Smallmouths & Largemouths » 
June’s prime for smallmouths surpass-
ing 5 pounds and largemouths ap-
proaching 6, but the fishing’s great all 
summer. Muskies are an option, too.

Contact: Capt. Jon Bondy, 519/800-
7004, lakestclairfishing.com.

In-Fisherman

■ INDIAN RIVER MICHIGAN

Smallmouth Bass » This system at the 
northern tip of the Lower Peninsula, south of 
Cheboygan, includes lakes Burt and Mullet, 
with 5-pounders a plenty.

Contact: Guide Ben Wolfe, 877/442-4294,  
sportfishmichigan.com.

Steve Quinn

■ LAKE MCCONAUGHY

NEBRASKA

Multispecies » The 
bite’s on during late 
May and June for 
walleyes and pike, 
and some crappies, 
wipers, and perch. 
The tailwater fishery 
has big rainbow trout.

Contact: Guide 
Robby Rowland, 
308/660-1726, 

lakemactopdog.com; Daryl Bauer, 
Fishery Coordinator, daryl.bauer@
nebraska.gov.

Daryl Bauer

■ BEAVER ISLAND

LAKE MICHIGAN

Carp & Smallmouths » Giant carp 
and smallmouths run the crystal shal-
low waters surrounding this pictur-
esque island in the far northern part of 
the big lake.

Contact: Capt. Kevin Morlock, 231/898-
4320, indigoguideservice.com. ■

Steve Hoffman

■ RED RIVER MANITOBA

Channel Catfish » This is prime 
time on the most famous fishery in the 
world, below the Lockport Dam, with 
lots of fish surpassing 20 pounds.

Contact: Guides Donovan Pearase, 
blackwatercats.com; Dan Klazyk, 
cateyeoutfitters.com; Paul Munroe, 
catdaddy.ca; Todd Longley, citycats.ca.

In-Fisherman
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New and Unique Fishing 

Stuff, as Reviewed by the 

In-Fisherman Staff

Hyper In-line

The Hyper Hypnotizer, from 
Musky Safari Tackle, emits intense 
vibrations on the retrieve because 
a breakthrough “clevis lock” allows 
two different blades sizes and 
styles to work in tandem—pricing 
at thornebrothers.com

High-Rolling Muskies

Cypress-bodied topwater lures—a Magnum, at 14 inches, and a Junior, at 10 inches—
have Lexan fins that churn the surface. They’re airbrushed and armed with VMC trebles, the 
rear one dressed with hair—$24.95 and $29.95, highrollerlures.com

Truck Tent

As an attachment to a Napier Truck Tent, the 
SportzLink 51000, adds 64 square feet 
of sleeping space. Packs into a small carrying 
bag—$189, sportzbynapier.com

Swim Jig

Weighing 8 ounces, the Bondy 
Swim Jig swims like an airplane jig 
when used in deeper water—$21.95, 
bondybaitcompany.com
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TroKar Octopus Hook

The TroKar TK400 Octopus hook features a 
surgically sharpened point with a 22-degree off-
set. Available in 13 sizes from #6 to 9/0 in a black 
chrome finish, in packs of 3 to 11 hooks—$5.49, 
lazertrokar.com

Insta-Swivel

From Owner in #18 (40-pound), #16 (44-pound), 
#14 (48-pound), and #12 (62-pound), Insta-

Swivels have a twist-on, twist-off base for fast 
lure changes—$4 per 4-pack, owner.com

Hook Remover

The Cold Snap Outdoors Toothpick Hook 

Remover, on a 24-inch retracting lanyard, 
slides down to hooks to pop them free—
$2.49, coldsnapoutdoors.com

Giant Yeti

The Tundra 350 is Yeti’s largest cooler, with ColdLock Gaskets and 3 inches 
of Permafrost Insulation to keep big jobs cold, plus the NeverFail Hinge sys-
tem—$1,299.99, yeti.com ■

Power to the Tube

A 4.5-inch tube joins the 2.5- and 3.5-inch 
Berkley PowerBait Power Tube lineup, 

in 16 colors—$4.99 per package, 
berkley-fishing.com

Line Stripper

The Mermaid Line Stripper fits into any power drill 
to quickly strip line from a reel, leaving it in a bundle to re-
cycle or discard—$7.99, mermaidlinestripper.com

Slow-Rolling Deep

Venom Lures Deep Eyes Spinnerbaits have extra 
weight behind the head of the lure, hidden by the skirt, 
creating weights of 1, 1.5, and 2 ounces in a spinnerbait size 
attractive to pike, muskies, and particularly walleyes when 
slow-rolled deep through timber via leadcore line—$6.99, 
venomlures.com
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DRUMBEATS 

ON THE >>>>>>

In-Fisherman published the first expose on swimbaits in 1995, with Field  

Editor Matt’s Straw’s feature, “It’s a Trout; It’s a Submarine!” It chronicled the garage production 

of giant wooden jointed swimbaits, such as Alan Cole’s A.C. Plug, beginning around 1987. 

¶ We’ve covered the rise of hollow-belly swimbaits, heralded by Bruce Porter’s Basstrix Fat 

Minnow Paddle Tails with a slit belly that enabled lifelike action and made hooking bass easier. 

YUM’s Money Minnow, Berkley’s Hollow Belly Swim Bait, Strike King’s Shadalicious, and others 

followed and anglers recorded great catches with them. Today, this category has declined in 

popularity, though I still catch loads of big bass on them, Texas-rigged in shallow cover or on 

jigheads around deep structure. When Berkley ceased production of the Hollow Belly a couple 

years ago, I made sure I had cases of baits stored. The attraction of these lures does not go away. 

Nor does the attraction of solid-body boot-tails. Witness the success of Alabama-born Scottsboro 

Tackle Company’s Swimbait, which Tennessean Jay Kendrick parlayed to victory on Lake 

Guntersville in Alabama at an FLW Series competition early last spring.

SWIMBAI
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BY STEVE QUINN

Other categories of swimbaits included internally 
weighted boot-tail baits, such as Storm’s WildEye series, 
Jackall’s Swimmin’ Ninja, and Berkley’s PowerBait Swim 
Shad, to name a few. These originated in California as 
Ken Huddleston adjusted internal weight to alter the 
Rate Of Fall (ROF). Huddleston motivated the move 
toward massive softbaits, sometimes labeled “big rub-
ber.” His Deluxe line ranged from 8 to 12 inches, with 
larger models weighing more than half a pound. Other 
notable baits included Castaic Soft Baits Platinum Series, 
Alan Cole’s A.C. Plug Casitas, Jerry Rago’s Line Through 
Series, and several models from Optimum Baits. These 
lures continue to tempt many of the year’s largest bass 
across the country. And when the Alabama Rig exploded 
on to the scene, small swimmers became the rage, imitat-
ing a school of small baitfish on umbrella setups. These 
baits also fish extremely well on a jighead or as trailers 
on spinnerbaits, swim jigs, or bladed jigs.

Soft Swimmers Today
Anglers have embraced the swimbait category to 

a greater extent than ever, and we see a wide range 

of lure styles and uses for them. At the annual ICAST 
Show last summer, industry veterans were wowed 
by several gigantic new soft swimbaits, topped by 
the 16-inch Savage Gear Mads Mega Pre Rigged 
Trout. Though it’s rigged with a leader, so likely 
intended for giant pike, muskies, or offshore toothy 
critters, some California big bass hunters were drool-
ing as they draped the giant lure across their palms. 
Looking all the world like a 2-pound rainbow trout, 
it’s fit to fry. 

George Coniglio of Mission, Viejo, California, 
knows how to catch big bass. His largest weighed 19.7 
pounds, caught on Lake Mission Viejo in California. 
Though he plucked that one from a bed, he’s been a fan 
of swimbaits for many years, fishing many models in 
the lakes of the West Coast and beyond. “Many of the 
jointed soft swimbaits I fished produced realistic action 
only in a narrow window of retrieve speeds,” he says. 
“Some looked good on a slow pull, but started to flap 
wildly in a S-wave when you cranked faster. If you look 
at trout, shad, or other preyfish, their movements are 
highly efficient but subtle.

Roman Made Mother

AIT SCENE
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“I started working on a lure 
over two years ago. My neighbors 
undoubtedly thought I’d lost it, as 
I stood for hours on my dock, mak-
ing short casts; then tweaking the 
lure; with nary a fish in sight and 
my Ranger tied to the dock! I felt 
that a moderate-size lure would 
have the greatest application across 
the country, and would appeal to 
bass of all sizes that feed on shin-
ers, shad, and other baitfish.

“I studied fluid dynamics to 
understand the forces that cause a 
lure to move under water. I learned 
that inserting clear plastic con-
trol planes vertically and horizon-
tally into the body creates a natural 
swimming action at slow, medium, 
and fast retrieves. With my partner 
at Dominion Lures, Marc Estrada, 
we began working with a patent 
attorney. We have a patent covering 
the insertion of clear plastic control 
planes in each segment of a soft-plas-
tic swimbait and more patents in the 
works. While field-testing it, I was 
fortunate to catch what’s now the all-
tackle length record for largemouth 
bass (65 cm from nose to fork), iron-
ically surpassing one caught by lure 
designer Patrick Sebile in Florida.”

This double-jointed lure is made 
of Thermoplastic Elastomer for a 
combination of toughness and fluid 

motion, packaged with a treble hook 
and slipsinker for rigging. Its vertical 
and horizontal control planes can be 
adjusted to maintain stability at any 
speed. I’ve tested this 4½-inch lure 
and it does indeed possess a unique 
ability to mimic a fish at a wide 
range of speeds. Packs include extra 
control planes and instructions.

Mann’s Bait Company has intro-
duced another unique soft swim-
mer, the Reel ’N Shad, originally 
designed by Ron Walter. Looking 
superficially like a fluke-style lure, 
it has a key feature—a slot that runs 
from top to bottom in the middle 
of the lure. When pulled, the slot 
opens, and water generates a natu-
ral swimming action and tail kick 
on a straight retrieve. Mike McPher-
son, Operation Manager at Mann’s, 
explains: “When Walter showed me 
his video, it was an ‘aha’ moment,” 
he says. “Its action was amazing. We 
tweaked the original design to go 
from concept to product, lengthen-
ing the slot, slimming its side-walls 
and adjusting durometer of the plas-
tic to achieve maximum action.”

The company released 3.75- and 
5.25-inch versions in 2015 and 9-inch 
Monster Reel ’N Shad for 2016. Baits 
come with a specially designed jig-
head—smaller ones with a jighead 

with a guard, and a 7/16-ounce jig 
with 8/0 Mustad for the Monster so 
it can be Texposed. This one can be 
retrieved steadily or worked with 
a pull-pause cadence to tease big 
predators into striking. As with the 
Dominion Swimbait, check the web-
site for videos.

Jointed Glide Baits
Perhaps the hottest swimbait cat-

egory is the large trout-shaped baits 
of wood or plastic, with a joint to 
allow lifelike motion. Jointed swim-
baits are far from new, as the classic 
A.C. Plug was of this basic design, 
though with a soft-plastic boot-tail 
and lacking the ultra-realistic scale 
details and coloration of today’s 
baits. One spur for the recent rise in 
their popularity was the appearance 
of the Roman Made baits in 2009. 
These beautifully painted wood 
lures were designed by owner Toshi-
nori Takeyama, a lifelong angler 
who grew up near Japan’s legendary 
Lake Biwa. As an avid fish watcher 
and angler, he studied the fluid 
movements of fish and began to try 
designing lures that moved natu-
rally, unlike many mechanical-act-
ing hardbaits he tried. He established 
his company in 2006.

“After working with lure shapes 
and observing their movements, it 

›Swimbait Softies

SWIMBAITS

Mann’s Bait Company Reel ‘N 
Shad (3.75-inch and Monster)

Savage Gear Mads Mega  
Pre Rigged Trout

Dominion Lures 
Swimbait



›Jointed Gliders

became clear that the key to these 
lures lies in their ability to direct 
the flow of water around them,” 
Takeyama says. “The head region 
is particularly important as it parts 
the water. But the other jointed seg-
ments also create currents in differ-
ent ways.” Roman Made offers eight 
swimbait styles, each with a unique 
manner of swimming and gliding 
through the water. They range in 
cost from $140 to $450. The most rec-
ognized is the 11.8-inch, 10.5-ounce 
Mother, hand-carved like a salmo-
nid. Each one is tank-tuned to run 
perfectly and takes 12 hours to pro-
duce. This lure became a favorite for 
Manabu Kurita, co-holder of the all-
tackle record largemouth, caught 

in Lake Biwa. He used a Mother 
to catch the 18-pound former lake 
record there. He and other swim-
bait experts emphasize that the very 
size that turns many anglers off has 
the potential to turn on the biggest 
bass in any body of water, sometimes 
even summoning schools of giants.

Lure designer and veteran lunker 
hunter Bill Siemantel of Castaic, Cal-
ifornia, also has spent lots of time 
studying lure designs and how 
physical properties cause lures to 
move, which is what causes bass to 
bite. “The power of swimbaits lies 
in their large sphere of influence,” 
he says. “That’s particularly true 
for articulated baits that glide from 
one side to the other when retrieved 

erratically, in the manner of a walk-
the-dog surface bait. But, depending 
on design, they perform that deadly 
action near the surface, mid-water, 
or down deep. When I designed the 
BBZ-1 for SPRO, I  made lures with 
three sink rates for that reason.”

Several other jointed baits have 
gained fans as well, including the 
Deps Slide Swimmer, River2Sea 
S-Waver, Evergreen International 
Timberflash, 3:16 Bait Company Glide 
Swimbait, and Megabass I-Slide. New 
for 2016 is the DUO Realis Onimasu, 
the first product in company owner 
and designer Masahiro Adashi’s Pro-
metheus Project, which promises 
more exciting swimbaits in the near 
future. Onimasu is a shallow-run-
ning lure that slowly rises when the 
retrieve is halted. Company repre-
sentative David Swendseid explains: 
“Most glidebaits are built for working 

DUO Realis Onimasu

Megabass I-Slide

Savage Gear 
4Play Herring 
Swim & Jerk 

22nd Century Swimbait 
Company Triple Trout

Biovex Joint 
Bait 142

Bull Shad

SPRO BBZ-1 Jr.

SPRO BBZ-1 
Shad
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slowly, either in a steady cadence that 
moves the lure in a S-pattern, or with 
sudden snaps that cause the lure to 
turn and dart. Onimasu performs 
these maneuvers but can be worked 
fast as well as slowly. That snakelike 
action with a tail kick provided by its 
soft tail section has proven deadly 
from California to Alabama. And 
one neat feature is that you get can it 
to run down to at least 5 feet by what 
I call ‘tumbling,’ snapping the rod 
downward, which causes the lure to 
dive a bit, then run deeper.”

Despite the similarity of jointed 
swimbaits to the uninitiated, each of 
these lures fishes differently, offer-
ing more subtle or aggressive action, 
different sink rates, and ability to 
execute directional changes. Subtle 
variations can make a lot of differ-
ence in bass response.

Megaba s s  pre s ide nt  Yu k i 
Ito designed the I-Slide 185 to 
solve a vexing issue with big 

baits—converting followers. While 
the lure moves in a smooth S-shaped 
motion when steadily retrieved, 
sharply snapping it forward, then 
throwing slack line toward the lure 

makes it spin completely around to 
face a following bass, a move that 
rarely fails to elicit a strike. This 
motion is enabled by the asymmetric 
placement of weights inside the lure.

SWIMBAITS

»Josh Douglas of Minnesota has found the Biovex Joint Bait deadly 
for largemouth, smallmouth, and spotted bass.

PUT A LITTLE IPC
®

INTO YOUR 
OTHERWISE CHARMED LIFE.

Completely new for 2016, our Mojo Bass 
technique-specific bass rods now feature SCIII graphite
and IPC® for stunning performance at an incredible value. 

MOJO BASS

Don’t just sit there. Get your butt in line for one of the next generation
Mojo Bass rods. Completely redesigned for 2016, these technique-
specific sticks have been upgraded to include high-modulus 

SCIII graphite as well as St. Croix’s proprietary IPC® technology. Together they deliver better balance, increased 
strength, greater sensitivity and up to 15% lighter weight. The all-new Mojo Bass has once again revolutionized the 
high-performance, value-priced bass rod landscape. Wait, what? You’re still sitting there? WWW.STCROIXRODS.COM

PHOTO // BILL KOHLS



Ito also added magnets to the 
body to hold hooks in place next to 
the body while it’s fished, to stream-
line action and to look more lifelike. 
It also helps keep hooks from tan-
gling the line when the lure makes its 
dramatic turn. Its density is adjusted 
so it slowly sinks at 50°F, suspends at 
55°F, slowly rises at 59°F, and floats 
at 68°F, generally matching the mood 
of bass at those temperature ranges.

Bassmaster Elite pro Brandon 
Palaniuk of Idaho has been a fan of big 
hard-body, jointed swimbaits, start-
ing about 10 years ago. “Folks think 
of California as the home of giant 
bass, and that’s true,” Palaniuk says. 
“But we have a lot of big ones here 
in Idaho, too. In many waters, they 
feed on trout and kokanee salmon, 
which helps them pack on pounds, 
and causes them to feed offshore. I’ve 
been intrigued by studying how each 
of these baits works, as they’re far 
more complicated than a crankbait.” 

Palaniuk should know as he’s on 
the design team for Storm Lures, and 
contributed greatly in producing the 
Storm Arashi Square Bill, which has 
become a big hit in that category. 
“I’ve been working with Storm on 
a design that will perform like the 
Roman Made baits, but at a fraction 
of the price,” he says. “I’ve learned 
there are many details involved in 
the balance and construction of these 
lures to get them right. It takes time.”

This style of swimbait has tra-
ditionally been used from fall into 
early spring, times when bass tend to 
hold offshore on deep structure and 
feed on large preyfish in temperate 
waters. But where bass feed on large 
gizzard shad along the ledges of riv-
erine impoundments, they can also 
work well in summer, in addition to 
waters where blueback herring are a 
prime prey. On the Savannah River 
impoundments such as Hartwell 
and Clarks Hill on the Georgia-South 
Carolina border, these big baits are 
deadly on shallow flats in early sum-
mer. Their slaloming action makes 
the lure look vulnerable and their size 
make big bass react.

Multi-Jointed Teasers
Added joints increase flexibility 

and lifelike movement. The Joint Bait 
from Biovex was designed by com-
pany owner Katsushi Umeda and 
fellow designer Hiroto Kusaba. It was 

released to the U.S. market last sum-
mer at the ICAST Show. The Joint Bait 
(4½- and 6-inch models) is a floater 
with four sections. It moves sinuously 
at the surface or just below it, creat-
ing a wake. Josh Douglas of Minne-
sota is a rising star in tournament 
fishing and a member of Biovex’s 
pro staff. In shad-based fisheries, he 
uses it in place of a standard topwa-
ter like a Zara Spook or popper. “And 
it’s deadly in rivers,” he adds, “ espe-
cially in fall when the water’s clearer. 

It’s a versatile, realistic-size lure that 
I’ve used to catch largemouths, small-
mouths, and spotted bass.”

One of several hot new swim-
baits to arise in the East is Mike 
“Triton Mike” Bucca’s Bull Shad, 
a four-piece bait shaped like an 
adult gizzard shad. Bucca, a highly 
touted spotted bass guide on Geor-
gia’s Lake Allatoona, noticed that 
whenever he or his clients boated 
a big spotted bass or outsize large-
mouth, it often had the big forked 



SWIMBAITS

›Sunfish Simulators

Savage Gear   
3D Bluegill 

Jackall  
Clone Gill

tail of a gizzard shad sticking out of 
its gullet. “I began using some west-
ern trout-style baits,” he says. “But 
by 2006, I wanted to make a shad 
bait so a friend and I got some wood 
and started carving. Once I got a 
working model, I made a mold and 
learned how to make lures of resin.

“My intent in building the lure 
was to have my clients catch more big 
fish, but I eventually started selling 
them locally and to clients who saw 
how well they worked. Word spread 
about the Bull Shad and demand 
grew. I moved to new quarters with 
a large garage and it got so busy I 
couldn’t find time to guide anymore.

“The Bull Shad has accounted 
for many big tournament wins and 
I have a large warehouse and five 
employees that work on the 150 

molds we’ve built. I make two styles, 
shad and herring, with the shad baits 
running from 5 to 11 inches. The her-
ring are 6 inches long. We have baits 
with three rates of fall: floater, slow 
sink, and fast sink, and various color 
combinations, too.” Savage Gear 
has added the 4Play Herring Swim 
& Jerk in three sizes, 3¾-, 5½-, and 
7½-inch. Depending on line choice 
and retrieve, it runs between the sur-
face and 8 feet deep. Though built 
like a European herring, its S-Curve 
is tempting to predators of all sorts.

Sunfish Swimbaits
In many waters, bass feed heav-

ily on bluegills and other sunfish 
species from early spring and into 
autumn, when big bass bust schools 
of 2-inch fingerlings holding among 

the last green plants of fall. And in 
late spring, guardian bass are espe-
cially aggressive toward nest-rob-
bing sunnies. And when it’s the 
bluegills’ turn to bed, bass give them 
no rest, holding near nest colonies to 
pick off love-starved lepomids.

Sunfish swimbaits generally 
fall into two categories—soft-body 
swimmers with a boot-tail or jointed 
baits. Examples of the soft style are 
Little Creeper Baits’ All American 
Trash Sunfish, a realistic shaped 
lure with a boot-tail, and Storm’s 
WildEye Live Bluegill and Live Red-
ear, shaped and colored naturally, 
with boot-tail, belly treble, and sin-
gle hook on top, in 2- and 3-inch 
sizes. These baits can be worked 
around bluegill beds or over vege-
tated flats where bass often attack 
small bluegills from spring into fall. 
Jackall offers the Swimming Ninja 
G90, which mimics a 3½-inch, 3/4-
ounce bluegill with a thumping 
tail, and the Clone Gill, with realis-
tic coloration and body details. It’s a 
2.5-incher for drop-shotting in vege-
tation pockets or on bass beds.

Jointed hardbaits offer the profile 
of sunfish, with the darting action of 
jointed baits. Jackall’s Giron, a 4-inch 
sinker that has a tail-kicking action 
and realistic hues, and their latest 
Gantarel and Gartarel Jr. (2½- and 
1½- ounce), have a jointed body and 
fine features, plus a bearing swivel 
at the line tie to prevent line twist. 
The Gantarel works on a slow steady 
retrieve, but also pivots 180 degree to 
the side when given a sharp twitch, a 
deadly trigger for bass that follow, a 
common phenomenon with big baits 
in clear water.

Biovex’s Joint Gill is a 3-piece, 
3½-inch bluegill bait with pre-
cise body colors and scale patterns. 
Douglas uses it for postspawn bass 
that cruise the shallows in search of 
spawning sunfish.

The swimbait category continues 
to grow, offering an array of new lure 
styles that fish well in many situa-
tions. The key is learning the retrieve 
nuances that turn these hunks of 
wood and plastic in to magical fish 
catchers. While some fish best at a 
super-slow steady retrieve, others 
come to life with twitches and turns 
you perform like a puppeteer, con-
trolling rod and line and ultimately, 
the desire of big bass to bite.  ■

Jackall  
Gantarel

Biovex  
Joint Gill 90

Storm  
WildEye 

Live Redear
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T
“A STRETCH”

The wind died. The water flattened and glazed over, like a hockey rink right after 
the zamboni finishes up. Not a breath of air. Flags lay still on docks and cabins at 

the water’s edge. ¶ Fishing was poor. A smallmouth bit every 200 yards or so along a rocky 

ridge that ran parallel to the shoreline, topping out at 6 to 8 feet. As the surface calmed, lit-

tle patches of disturbed water appeared in the distance. The closest one was situated over 

a depth of 20 feet. ¶ I directed the boat out that way and, even a long cast from the area 

I could see tails. Dorsal fins. Bass were finning lazily on top, sometimes hold-

ing almost perfectly still with backs protruding through the surface film. We 

clipped on a couple Rebel Pop-R topwaters and sailed them out past the peace-

ful Micropterus convention. Waited for the rings to fade. Delivered a couple hard 

snaps. As the lures gurgled to a stop, both disappeared in a rolling froth. ¶ We chased dis-

turbed water for the last two hours of the day, inducing dozens of surface strikes. Some-

times smallmouths were hovering over depths of 30 feet. Sometimes 4 feet. Or anywhere 

between. Perhaps some were out farther, out of sight over even deeper water. But we never 

would have known what was going on if the water had not calmed completely.

The Smallmouths of Early Summer

top of reef

lip

emerald shiners 
or shad

ciscoes

Bass are drawn off structure by baitfish.

Bug hatches 
occur here, too.

Less active or  
post-frontal bass

transition zone

5'

10'

15'

20'

25'

hard 
bottom

›
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FOR SMALLMOUTHS

“A STRETCH”

That was about a decade ago, and we’ve seen it hap-
pen many times from May into July up north (March 
and April down south) when ciscoes, emerald shiners, 
shad, and other suspending baitfish hold close to the 
surface. But the phenomenon isn’t confined to lakes 
or reservoirs with preyfish species known to wander 
through open water. Many species of baitfish, at this 
time of year, are drawn to insect hatches over soft (bur-
rowing insects) or rocky (clinging insects) substrates. 
Those gatherings of baitfish often draw bass away from 
both cover and structure.

Smallmouths can be all over main-lake reefs, boul-
der fields, points, and humps for days and suddenly be 
“gone.” They haven’t moved far, but staying on structure 
won’t break any personal records for you when small-
mouths become “structurally indiscriminate.” Casting 

topwaters or anything else in all directions beyond struc-
ture won’t break any records, either. If wind is ruffling 
the surface on days when smallmouths roam in packs 
over every imaginable depth, one tactic stands out.

Perfecting Presummer
Smallmouths spawn until water temperatures climb 

into the upper-60°F range. Some spawn in bays that warm 
faster, finish earlier, and begin following postspawn pat-
terns before the majority have spawned. Postspawn tends 
to hold bass close to cover and crawfish habitat for a time 
before they strike out for summer haunts. Those move-
ments tend to be straight as a chalk-line 5 to 12 feet down 
over whatever depths intervene. Next comes the Pre-
summer Period, defined by rising water temperatures 
and smallmouths typically occupying shallow structure, 

BY MATT STRAW*

surface disturbances hatching insects

Bass roam 
in pods.

rising insects

When hatches and baitfish disperse, 
bass return to structure.

Bass might remain off structure for 
24 hours, several days, or longer.

soft bottom

PHOTO  // ROGER  PETERSON
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feeding like crazy, opportunistically, 
and taking advantage of the most 
abundant food sources available.

Identify the main components of 
the smallmouth’s diet in any water-
way and you have a strategy in hand. 
It affects behavior and timing. When 
smallmouths feed on ciscoes, emer-
ald shiners, smelt, shad, 
and other open-water spe-
cies, bug hatches draw the 
baitfish, followed by bass, 
over soft basin areas at this 
time of year. On lakes with-
out ciscoes or shad, small-
mouths often key on perch 
or shiners—which tend to 
be more structure oriented, 
but can also be drawn 
to areas where hatches 
occur. Any baitfish can 
make periodic movements 
across shallow structure, 
dragging smallmouths off 
into somewhat confined 
open water for, again, rel-
atively predictable periods 
of time. The cycles, activity, 
and abundance of species 
like suckers, crayfish, and 
gobies determine when 
smallmouths are pinned 
to structure or cover for the 
longest periods of time. 

Since everything with 
a swim bladder tends to 
be drawn to or positioned 
near the warming sur-
face, the topwater bite is 
an essential component 
of this presummer pro-
gram. When the Postspawn Period 
for smallmouths is over, aquatic 
plants approach maximum density, 
biomass is peaking, and water tem-
peratures remain merely warm on 
top—not yet hot. Many species of 
minnows bask near the surface. It’s 
typical to see baitfish leaping and 
smallmouths roiling the surface on 
calm evenings where bass popula-
tions are fair to fabulous.

A topwater rod should always 
be handy. It’s typical to see winds 
die in the evening this time of year. 
I like a 7- to 8-foot, medium-light-
power spinning stick with a fast tip. 
The medium-sized spinning reel is 
spooled with 8-pound braid (which 

floats—a critical factor). A 5-foot 
leader of 10-pound mono (which 
doesn’t sink like fluoro—another 
important consideration) is secured 
to the braid with back-to-back uni-
knots. The same rod serves with lip-
less cranks, suspending baits, and 
diving lures when the wind is up or 

bass won’t come up on top. And the 
same baits can be trolled.

Smallmouths pod up. Groups of 
10 to 25 fish—maybe more—cruise 
together. The top and lip of the shal-
low structures bass use this time of 
year often define the depths they 
travel in over deeper water. Move-
ments seem random, but the point-
ers are there.

Vision and Sound
Start by casting to those shal-

low spots smallmouths always use 
as gathering points from the Post-
spawn through Presummer peri-
ods. Lots of techniques might work, 
but the one that works everywhere) 

involves slowly swimming a jig-
plastic combo around the edges 
of rockpiles, reefs, and boulders 
near the lip of structural elements 
like points and humps. A Kalin’s 
5-inch Lunker Grub on a 3/32-ounce 
Gopher Tackle Mushroom Head Jig 
is one of many such combos that 
result in the optimum speed for a 
horizontal retrieve this time of year. 
Just let it fall to bottom or near bot-

tom and slowly reel it 
in. If it drags, speed up 
slightly. If it never touches 
bottom, slow down. Let 
the weight of the jig deter-
mine speed. 

If a couple key spots 
fail to produce, chances 
are good some event or 
string of events pulled 
smallmouths off struc-
ture. The entire day might 
not be wasted by pitch-
ing to the usual boulders, 
reeds, or reefs, but fishing 
can certainly be slow.

L o ok  for  ba it f i sh 
schools,  hatches, and 
surface disturbances. 
Grid the area with GPS 
and side-finding sonar 
around key structures, 
looking for schools of 
ba it f i sh .  Eve n  mor e 
important, however, is 
simply “strolling” with 
eyes open. If insects start 
collecting on the gun-
nels, mark the spot. Tiny 
chironomids, average 
caddisflies, or huge may-
flies—whatever. Baitfish 
don’t care. They gather 

in big numbers to pick off the ris-
ing aquatic forms of these insects, 
which often look like clouds of 
smoke on sonar. Distracted baitfish 
become easy pickings for cruising 
bronzebacks.

The lure box for this pecu-
liar and fascinating segment of 
the season is filled with floating 
minnowbaits, suspending baits, 
shal low-running cranks, hair 
jigs, various offset hooks (some 
weighted), and 1/16- to 1/8-ounce 
jigs for pulling grubs, soft swim-
baits, and 4-inch worms. Because 
these lures need to stay high 
in the water column, I use 6- to 
10-pound monofilament with jigs 

FOR SMALLMOUTHS
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There’s much more to fishing than catching fish. Plano continues 

to help anglers of all levels create meaningful fishing experiences.  

Our latest tackle innovation – the M-Series – provides durable, 

high-capacity storage with simple access to gear, so you always 

have the tools you need to create a memorable moment.

PROTECT

TRADITION



and 10-pound Berkley FireLine and 
a 4-foot, 10-pound flouro leader with 
shallow-running hardbaits. The 
setup for all hardbaits, except topwa-
ters, is the same: 10-pound braid on 
a 7-foot, medium-light power, fast-
action rod. The only difference is the 
leader. Fluorocarbon sinks, making 
it a poor choice with topwaters, so I 
tie them to 10-pound mono.

Burrowing insects often hatch in 
shallow water, and the spots tend to 
be nondescript—big sand- or mud-
flats with little cover to hold a pod 
of smallmouths for long. Since some 
passes need to be made through 
shallow water, and stopping to cast 
is part of the program, running a lot 
of lines doesn’t make sense. I keep 
one rod in hand, usually pulling a 

hair jig, jigworm, Texas-rigged 
Yamamoto Senko, or a tube. One rod 
on each side of the boat could be in 
a holder and used to deploy an Off-
Shore OR-34 board. A longline with 
a Rapala Original Floating, shal-
low crank, or shallow-running sus-
pending bait is a good match for 
small boards, running 100 feet or so 
behind the board. Boards are great 
for “tethering” jigs to keep them up 
high. Just clip the board on 10 feet or 
so up the line from the lure.

A jig or Texas-rigged softbait on 
a hand-held rod fished on a longline 
tells you where it wants to be. If it 
drags, bring in some line. If it never 
touches bottom, let out some line. 
When it starts to make contact, turn 
the reel handle two cranks. Perfect 
trolling speeds for plastics tend to be 
.8 to about 1.4 mph, so keep an eye 
on speed-over-ground while main-
taining a well-spaced grid on the 
GPS plotter. If a board is out 30 feet 
to either side, keep the passes about 
80 to 100 feet apart.

Nothing too heavy. The idea is 
to spread trolling coverage laterally 
with sticks that can quickly transi-
tion to the pitching game. When one 
angler hooks a fish, the boat stops 
and the spot is marked with a way-
point or a marker buoy. The other 
angler quickly works a lure in and 
casts back to the area where the fish 
was hooked. Turn the boat around 
and cast through the area.

In states where two rods are 
allowed, with two anglers fishing 
four rods, I sometimes put a short 
line to a hair jig or jig-plastic combi-
nation in the rod holder while hand 
holding the longline. Using a board 
to take a jig off to the side a little ways 
spreads the coverage area while pro-
viding optimum depth control. To 
keep a jig within 5 feet of the surface, 
attach the board only 8 feet up the 
line. Tethering jigs that way allows 
hassle-free coverage over shallow 
boulders and reefs without taking 
the boat right over their heads or into 
harms way. When the boat stops, the 
jig dangles safely off bottom.

 The rest of the game is sim-
ple. It’s normally confined to the 
top 10 feet or less of the water col-
umn. Smallmouths are looking up 
a lot during presummer. Keeping 
lures above them or at least at eye 
level is the idea. Cast behind the 
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The MAGPRO R reels are the latest evolution in MITCHELL engineering and design. The Carbon infused 
body, aluminum handle and spool, along with the redesigned Bail Halo produces the highest performing 
MITCHELL reel ever. 

The all NEW MAGPRO R reels will not disappoint!

fishmitchell.com



J U N E  2 0 16   I N - F I S H E R M A N . C O M    33

boat and troll from depths of 4 feet 
out to whatever. In most cases, head 
out about 500 yards from structures 
smallmouths occupy early in sum-
mer, or as far as it takes to reach 
depths of about 20 feet. Maximum 
depths might be 50 feet or more, but 
lures need probe no deeper than 5 
to 10 feet most of the time. Most bug 
hatches are confined to flats rang-
ing from 2 to 20 feet deep, but the 
bulk of minnow activity is confined 
to the top 10 feet of the water col-
umn during presummer, where, A) 
the water is warmer and B) min-
nows can choose to dine on rising 
insects or the resulting flies hatch-
ing on the surface.

Trolling passes roll from reefs, 
boulder piles, cabbage beds, reed 
walls, and other shallow features 
out into nowhere at all, over soft-
bottomed flats and back again. 
Passes could be 30 to 60 feet apart 
without boards, depending on the 
size of the area involved. On the 
Great Lakes, passes might be 200 
feet apart or more, extending a 

half mile from known smallmouth 
structures, but that’s the extreme. 
On most lakes and reservoirs, 200 
yards should be far enough.

Eyes are the most impor-
tant equipment on board. Look 
for hatches, surface activity, and 
“clouds” formed by rising inverte-
brates on the sonar screen. Look for 
minnows just under the surface and 
pods of bait on sonar. Side-finding 
units, like my Humminbird 998c, 
find concentrations of baitfish and 
pods of smallmouths quicker. And 
keep an eye open for predators dis-
turbing the surface. It isn’t always 
a “frenzy.” Sometimes the activity 
seems almost lazy, and the distur-
bance is subtle. Just a bit of fin or tail 
might rise above the surface, and the 
disturbed water might resemble a 
small wind sheer. Check it out. 

When bass boil the surface, top-
water baits seldom fail. When two 
or more anglers are on board, each 
should try a different bait. I often 
start with a Rebel Pop-R or a Rapala 
X-Rap Prop. But be ready to toss a 

hair jig or jig-plastic combo on light 
line, too. Count it down about 5 feet 
and make a slow, steady, horizontal 
retrieve with plastics. Add a twitch 
here and there with hair. At this time 
of year, I like hair jigs with a mix of 
materials—some synthetics tied in 
with a little fox, marabou, or bunny 
hair. Jensen Jig’s Bunny Worm and 
the Hill Brand Tackle Matt’s Fox-E 
Jig have proven highly effective. 
Adding a 3- to 3.5-inch piece of the 
augering tail from a ringworm to the 
Fox-E makes it a little more appeal-
ing as a swimming lure.

Nobody wants to troll for small-
mouths. So stroll. Find them visibly 
or with a lure wafting around way 
behind the boat, then pepper the 
surrounding area with casts. When 
smallmouths become indiscriminate 
about structure, widen the search 
path, look for bugs, and be ready to 
cast at all times.  ■

*In-Fisherman Field Editor Matt Straw, 

Brainerd, Minnesota, is an avid multispe-

cies angler and smallmouth chaser.

www.P-Line.com @plinefishing
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BombShiverShiverShiver

Rip-jigging, “bombing,” or snapjigging with “swimming” ice lures during open water 

has produced some notable wins and high finishes on walleye tournament circuits. ¶ In 2001, the 

late Kim “Chief” Papineau took second in a Professional Walleye Trail event on the Detroit River 

fishing a #7 Rapala Jigging Rap in fast current, working it horizontally before jigging vertically. 

Chris Gilman won the 2013 Cabela’s National Walleye Tour Championship on Devils Lake while 

“strolling” with his bowmount and snapjigging a #9 Jigging Rap. Josh Vanderweide, also working 

a Jigging Rap, came in second. In 2015, Scott Larson won the Cabela’s NWT Championship at  

Devils Lake in part by jigging rockpiles with #7 and #9 Jigging Raps.

➡
➡

➡

Those are a small sample of the success walleye pros 
have had with heavy, minnow-shaped jigs originally 
designed for ice duty. Some of that success is the result of 
methods you may not be familiar with. “When a number 
of tournaments are won, you have no choice but to take 
a closer look at the technique,” says walleye pro Gary 
Parsons. “I tried Moonshine Lures’ Shiver Minnow first, 
thinking it would be like a Jigging Rap. But the Shiver 
is different. I began fishing it in 10 feet of clear water 
and thought it fished more like a jigging spoon. I started 
fishing it that way and on the third cast that first day, I 

caught a 6-pounder. Within minutes we had three big 
fish in the boat.”

By “we,” Parsons invokes longtime partner Keith 
Kavajecz. At the time, the two walleye legends were pre-
fishing for the 2014 Cabela’s National Walleye Tour event 
at Escanaba, Michigan, during August. Kavajecz caught 
a two-day weight of 53.5 pounds to win. Parsons boated 
48.02 pounds for second place as they both employed the 
new technique. Parsons calls it Shiver Baiting.

Kavajecz’s first fish was an 8-pounder, followed by a 
4 and a 10. On his next spot, his first four casts produced 
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Snapping

fish. Derek Parker came in third and said he was happy 
to finish first among trollers because Parsons and Kave-
jecz were “unbelievable.”

This was Bay de Noc of Lake Michigan—a vast fish-
ery virtually owned by trolling pros for years. “This 
was a tough tournament for a lot of people,” Parsons 
says. “Fish weren’t biting on traditional setups. What 
we learned, to our amazement, was that walleyes refus-
ing almost everything else will hit a Shiver Minnow. It 
works on a lot of different types of waters. This lure style 
has been a great ice bait for ages. That’s what it was built 
for. But after Keith won at Escanaba and I took second, a 
lot of guys going from there to the MWC Championship 
bought Shiver Minnows and did well with our program, 
fishing these lures in ways they never had.”

Jigging the Dog
“Fishing with Daryl Christensen to shoot a TV piece 

a while back, we were having a tough day,” Parsons says. 
“We pulled out the Shiver Minnow and popped 10 wall-
eyes in 10 casts. The three of us caught over 100 fish that 
day, illustrating how Shiver Minnows trigger walleyes 

BY MATT STRAW*  

WITH IN-FISHERMAN

Moonshine Lures 
Shiver Minnows 
#1, #2, and #3

➡ ➡

when they aren’t biting anything else on heav-
ily pressured lakes in late summer. When 
walleyes are positioned on humps, they spook 
when you troll over them. Because you can 
cast these lures a mile, there’s no spook factor. You can 
back off 100 feet and work the fish thoroughly. 

Parsons: “When you jerk a Hopkins Spoon, it snaps 
straight up and falls back to the fish when you give it 
slack. The Shiver flies up and glides off to the side. At the 
peak of the glide it rolls over, flashing as it does so, and 
plummets down nose-first. The roll and glide are differ-
ent than other glide minnows, like the Jigging Rap. Get 
the right rhythm going and the lure snaps left, then right, 
in walk-the-dog fashion.

“One method is to work it like a Heddon Zara Spook—
rod tip down, giving short vertical snaps while reeling 
slowly. “Again, it darts back and forth with each snap,” 
Parsons says. “It has an erratic jump when you make a 
snap and fish can’t tell where it’s going next. But it drops 
straight so walleyes either hit it on the drop or pin it to the 
bottom. And they often follow so work it all the way back 
to directly below the boat, then work it vertically for a bit 
before making another cast. 

Another retrieve method for covering water 
involves holding the rod tip high. “Make a cast and let 
the lure settle,” Parsons says. “Position the rod tip at 9 

“You need a light rod with a fast tip and some 
backbone. Keith uses a 6-foot medium-light-power Bass 
Pro Shops Walleye Angler Series Rod (WL60MLJS). 
This technique can wear you out by the end of the day, 
so the rod has to be light but strong. When I’m fishing 
25 feet deep or so, I use a Bass Pro Shops Johnny Morris 
Carbon Lite Series 6.5- to 7-foot, medium-power rod 
(JCL66MSF and JCL70MSF). You need a light reel to 
match, a size 20.”

At Escanaba, they found moss on the bottom. “You 
had to sweep it and keep it off bottom or the hooks 
would foul,” Parsons says. “We’d count it down near 
bottom and start the second sweep immediately, before 
it touched. That’s how Keith learned to walk the dog, 
which works extremely well when the water’s clear. 
The sweep can vary in length. Experiment with the 
cadence and the length of the sweep each day. I start 
with single strokes—sweep, let it fall almost to bottom, 
and sweep. We’ve fished a lot of lakes without moss or 
snags and we let it crash into the. That can be a great 
trigger on clean sand, gravel, or rock bottoms.”

“We use 8- or 10-pound Berkley NanoFil or Berkley 

Rip

o’clock, then sweep to 11 o’clock and immediately drop 
your rod tip back to about 9 o’clock, letting the lure fall 
on a slack line as you reel up just enough to stay almost 
up to the lure as it falls. Get a rhythm going—snap-
drop, snap-drop, snap-drop, and keep it going. The fish 
are just there on the next snap. 

PHOTO // BILL LINDNER PHOTOGRAPHY
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FireLine with a leader of 10-pound 
Berkley Professional Grade Fluoro-
carbon connected to the mainline 
with an Albright knot. It tangles far 
less that way, due to the stiffness 
of the leader. We tie directly to the 
leader with a Palomar knot.”

The Shiver Minnow color chart 
includes dozens of finishes in glow, 
chrome, holographic, and high-end 
crankbait-style hues, in five sizes 
from 00 (1/8 ounce) to the #3 (1 
ounce). “In the Great Lakes, we pri-
marily use the #3 and switch to Mus-
tad KVD Treble Hooks,” Parsons 
says. “It’s a heavy bait. You have to 
be careful. If the braid wraps around 
the rod tip, you can break it off on 
a cast. But FireLine offers better feel 
and gives the lure more freedom of 
movement. This is a deep-water jig-
ging technique that comes into its 
own from July into fall when wall-
eyes move a little deeper. I fish it 
from 15 to 30 feet down a lot.”

 When using smaller sizes, they 
don’t change the hooks. “Lure size 
is relative to fish size,” Parsons 
says. “The #1 (3/8 ounce) and #2 (1/2 
ounce) are ideal on most northern 
lakes, absolutely deadly where fish 
haven’t seen these lures. We don’t 
have as many big-money tourna-
ments on structure lakes anymore, 
where this technique truly shines. 
It’s a guide’s dream tactic.”

The Jigging Rap  
and the Snap Rap

Tournament victories and suc-
cesses aside, no angler has done 
more to popularize catching fish 
in open water with the Jigging Rap 
than legendary angler and long-time 
television show host Al Lindner, of 
Lindner’s Angling Edge. Lindner 
calls the Jigging Rap, “the most amaz-
ing bait for walleyes that I’ve seen in 
years.” And it’s no small thing for 
Rapala to reveal that the Jigging Rap 
has become the single largest selling 
lure in their extensive lineup, sur-
passing even sales of the Float-
ing Rapala, which held the #1 
ranking for more than 50 years.

Lindner says he casts the Jig-
ging Rap about 50 percent of the 
time, pulls it about 40 percent, and 
spends the remaining time fishing 

it vertically when he can see fish 
directly below on his electronics. 
“Using the lure simplifies fishing a 
lot of the time during summer,” he 
says, “because all you need to catch a 
bunch of walleyes is a box of Jigging 
Raps.”

One of his favorite tactics is to 
run the boat from up front with the 
bowmount trolling motor, mov-
ing along at speeds ranging from .5 
to 1 mph. The boat is positioned in 
deeper water off a structural element 
like the drop-off edge along a shoal 
or underwater hump. So the boat 
might be over 25 feet of water off the 
drop-off edge along the flat top of a 
bar ranging from 12 to 15 feet deep.

He casts up onto the bar as the 
boat moves along, while an angler 
in the back of the boat drags the lure 
behind the boat (strolling). Lindner’s 
casts are slightly forward of perpen-
dicular to the boat, landing 60 to 80 
feet away. As the lure sinks to the 
bottom he positions his rod tip at 9:30 
o’clock. As the lure touches down, or 
as he counts it down to the depth he 
wants to begin, he gently strokes the 
rod tip to about 11 o’clock, imme-
diately dropping the rod tip back 
to 9:30, reels up some (but at times 
not quite all) of the slack line, before 
gently stroking the rod tip up again, 
repeating the procedure as he gets a 
rhythm going.

This gets the lure darting and 
swimming along up-down-up-
down and a bit left-right-right-left as 
it travels back toward him. There’s 
no need to work the lure all the way 
back to the boat, but he does at times, 
stopping when the lure and his 
line reach about a 60-degree angle 
away from the boat, at which point 
he either reels the lure in to make 

another cast—or he might “stroll” 
the lure along just above bottom for 
a bit before making another cast.

Meanwhile, the angler in the 
back of the boat is in sustained stroll-
ing mode, with the lure behind the 
boat, his line angling from about 
45 degrees to 60 degrees, depend-
ing on boat speed and lure depth. 
This angler also gets a rhythm going 
with rod-tip strokes similar to Lind-
ner’s. In either case the lure, a #7 or 
#9 Jigging Rap, needs to be close to 
the bottom, darting and swimming. 
But it doesn’t always need to touch 
down on the bottom to trigger fish. 
It’s the erratic swimming and snap-
ping motion that attracts walleyes 
and gets them to bite.

Lindner experiments with how 
hard and high to snap the lure. At 
times, too, especially on sand-rock-
and-gravel bottoms it’s important to 
have the lure skipping up off the bot-
tom, raising a puff of sand and silt as 
it touches down and skips forward. 
All predatory fish fall prey to these 
types of retrieves, so it’s no surprise 
to also catch pike, smallmouths, 
largemouths, crappies, and perch.

Lure designers at Rapala are 
always working several years ahead 
of the release of new lures, proceed-
ing step by step through a develop-
ment, design, and testing sequence. 
While Lindner was beginning to 
master fishing with the Jigging 
Rap in about 2012, another swim-
ming lure was ready to roll out of the 
Rapala factory. Rapala says the Jig-
ging Rap’s design is intended for use 
as an ice lure, while the Snap Rap is 
to be fished with snapping retrieves 
in open water. 

The Snap Rap has a lead body on 
the same fundamental double-hook 
frame as the Jigging Rap, but cov-
ering the body is a plastic cape that 
functions like the cape of a flying 
squirrel—at the back of the cape the 
wings are broader and longer than 
those on the Jigging Rap. As a result, 

on a rod-tip snap, the lure shoots 
forward on more of a hori-
zontal plane than the Jigging 
Rap, sending it into a longer, 

gentler glide. The actual motion 
depends on exactly how aggres-

sively the rodtip is snapped.
There are two sizes, a #6, 

which measures 21⁄2 inches 
and weighs 5/16 ounce, and 

Rapala Jigging 
Raps #7 and #9

ShiverShiverShiver Snapping➡➡ Rip➡RipBomb➡



Mail Entries to:  IN-FISHERMAN • MASTER ANGLER AWARDS PROGRAM • 7819 HIGHLAND SCENIC RD • BAXTER, MN  56425-8346
Online entry form also at in-fisherman.com.

Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City ____________________________   State ______________   Zip ______________
Telephone: (_____)_______________    E-Mail: ______________________________
Region of Catch (Circle one):     1        2        3        4        5        6
Species ________________________   Date Caught __________________________
Body of  Water _________________________________________________________

Witness Verification
For kept entries, a witness must be present during the catch or 
during the weigh-in. Weigh-in must be on a state-certified scale 
(i.e. grocery store meat dept. or butcher shop). One witness MUST 
be an employee of the business maintaining the certified scale.

Weigher’s Name ___________________________   Phone# ___________________
Business  Address ______________________________________________________
City ____________________________   State ____________   Zip ________________ 

Second Witness _______________  Phone# ________________
Business Address _______________________________________________________
Witness Address  _______________________________________________________
City ____________________________   State ____________   Zip ________________

(Please print and complete all spaces legibly)
MASTER ANGLER entry form 

Kept: 
Weight of Fish: _____lbs. ____oz.

Released:  
Length: ____inches Girth ____inches

Lure/Bait Used __________________  Color & Size: _________________________

Nearest Town:______________________  State/Province: _____________________

RULES FOR 2016 
 1.  In-Fisherman readers and television viewers are  

eligible to apply for Master Angler awards.
 2.  Fish must be taken by angling and in accordance  

with regulations of the state or province where the 
fish was caught.

 3.  Each official qualifying fish entry form (or  
photocopy) must be submitted individually  
in its own envelope within 30 days of the catch 
(no exceptions). If fishing alone, the witness  
verification section may be omitted for released 
fish. Otherwise, all sections (including a witness)  
must be completed.

 4.  Each entry must be accompanied by one clear, 
standard-size, sideview photograph (no videos) 
of the fish, preferably of the angler with the fish. 
Photographs of released fish must be taken at the 

catch site (no exceptions). No driveway or baitshop 
shots for catch & release fish are acceptable. Do not 
write on the back of photos. Do not use paper clips, 
tape or staples, since they ruin photos. Entries with-
out photos, and illegible or incomplete entries, will 
be disqualified and not returned.

 5.  Kept fish must be witnessed, and weighed on  
a scale.

 6.  Measure released fish from the tip of the  
nose (with mouth closed) to the tip of the tail. 
Quickly photograph and release the fish. Don’t 
hang fish to be released on a scale; impale them on 
a gaff, or place them on a stringer. Fish showing 
signs of improper handling will be disqualified.

 7.  Include a brief description of how the fish  
was caught.

  8.  Entry and photograph become the property of 
In-Fisherman with publication and television 
rights. We are not responsible for lost or mis-
placed entries. Photos cannot be returned.

  9.  The awards program runs from Jan. 1 to  
Dec. 31, 2016. Entries must be received by  
Jan. 15, 2017, to qualify for the 2016 program. 

  10.  Each entry is reviewed by the awards commit-
tee whose decision is final.

  11.  For each species, only one kept and two 
released fish may be entered during the 
awards program year (no upgrading 
allowed).

  12.  Each entry must be mailed by angler catching 
fish and not by guide service or fishing lodge. 

MASTER
ANGLER

2016  

*California and Mexican largemouth bass must be 10 lbs. or 24 inches.

 Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4 Region 5 Region 6
 KEPT C&R KEPT C&R KEPT C&R KEPT C&R KEPT C&R KEPT C&R
 lbs. inches lbs. inches lbs. inches lbs. inches lbs. inches lbs. inches

SPECIES
Largemouth Bass 61⁄2 22 10 24 61⁄2* 22* 61⁄2 22 61⁄2 22 - -
Smallmouth Bass 5 20 5 20 5 20 51⁄2 21 51⁄2 21 - -
Spotted Bass 3 18 5 20 5 20 - - - - - -
White Bass 21⁄2 17 3 18 21⁄2 17 21⁄2 17 21⁄2 17 - -
Striped Bass 22 36 28 37 28 37 - - - - 35 40
Hybrid Striped Bass 9 24 10 26 9 24 - - - - -
Bluegill 11⁄2 11 11⁄2 11 11⁄2 11 11⁄2 11 11⁄2 11 - -
Redear Sunfish 11⁄2 13 11⁄2 13 11⁄2 13 - - - - - -
Crappie (Black or White) 2 14 21⁄4 15 21⁄4 15 2 14 2 14 - -
Yellow Perch 11⁄2 15 11⁄2 15 11⁄2 15 11⁄2 15 11⁄2 15 - -
Sauger 4 22 4 22 4 22 4 22 4 22 - -
Walleye 10 30 10 30 10 30 10 30 10 30 - -
Saugeye 6 25 6 25 6 25 6 25 6 25 - -
Northern Pike 17 40 12 36 12 36 22 43 17 40 - -
Muskellunge 28 46 28 46 20 40 30 48 28 46 - -
Hybrid Muskie 18 38 18 38 18 38 18 38 18 38 - -
Blue Catfish 40 42 40 42 30 38 - - - - - -
Channel Catfish 18 30 20 32 20 32 20 32 18 30 - -
Flathead Catfish 40 42 40 42 35 40 25 36 25 36 - -
Chinook Salmon 28 40 - - - - - - 28 40 40 45
Coho Salmon 12 32 - - 12 32 - - 12 32 16 34
Brown Trout 8 24 10 27 10 27 8 24 16 32 - -
Rainbow Trout/Steelhead 8 24 8 24 8 24 8 24 14 30 18 38
Brook Trout 4 19 3 18 4 19 5 20 5 20 - -
Lake Trout 16 34 12 32 20 35 22 36 16 34 - -
Carp (Common or Grass) 25 34 25 34 25 34 25 34 25 34 - -
Chain Pickerel 4 24 4 24 - - 4 24 - - - -

REGION 3 REGION 1

REGION 2

REGION 6

All Coastal 
Waters 

& Estuaries

REGION 5
Great Lakes 

& Tributaries

REGION 4
Interior Canada & Alaska

Western States 
& Mexico

Rivers that 
flow directly 

into the Great 
Lakes are Region 5. 

Exception: If the 
river is restricted by 

a dam that fish  cannot 
pass over, through, or 

around, it’s Region 1 or 4.

All entries eligible to win one of ten 
Plano® A-Series Quick Top Tackle Bags

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Anglers who enter qualifying fish receive a Master Angler patch 
(one per year) and species chevron.

SELECTIVE HARVEST
Selective Harvest is wise conservation of our natural resources. It maintains a tradition 
of  harvesting some fish to eat, as they’re nutritious, delicious, and renewable when 
harvested wisely. Large predators and large panfish must be released to sustain good 
fishing. Only numerous and smaller fish  
should be kept.

RECOGNITION PIN AND CERTIFICATE
In each region, anglers who enter the largest kept or largest released fish of a 
species receive a Master Angler lapel pin and a parchment certificate suitable 
for framing.

RECOGNITION PLAQUE
Anglers who enter a state-record fish qualify for a personalized Master 
Angler plaque.
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a #8, which measures 31⁄8 inches 
and weighs 7/8 ounce. By compar-
ison, the #7 Jigging Rap measures 
23⁄4 inches and weighs 5/8 ounce, 
while the #9 measures 31⁄2 inches 
and weighs 7/8 ounce. The Snap 
Rap is arguably built more durably 
that the Jigging Rap. And, because 
the cape and wings are more 
brightly colored to match body col-
ors—Jigging Rap wings are clear 
plastic—the lure gives off more 
flash when it’s jigged.

As Lindner sees it, the Snap 
Rap complements the Jigging Rap, 
adding to the mix another swim-
ming motion that walleyes prefer 
at times. He also feels that at times 
the bulkier body of the #8 Snap 
Rap triggers bigger fish, although 
big fish are always at play with 
any of these options. Still, while 
the Jigging Rap might have been 
designed for ice fishing, it fishes as 
well and sometimes better in some 
snapping situations.

Of course, a story like 
this has many angles to 
it. In-Fisherman Editor In 
Chief Doug Stange, a Jig-
ging Rap fan since the 1970s, 
may have been the first to use 
the Jigging Rap by casting it 
to fish in open water, but 
the fish in question were 
smallmouth bass. That 
was in the mid-1980s. That 
option enjoyed pockets of popular-
ity, but never caught on among a 
wide audience.

Later, In-Fisherman also extolled 
the use of jigging spoons like the 
Jig-A-Whopper Rocker Minnow for 
walleyes in open water, by making 
long casts, holding the rod tip high, 
snapping and lift-falling the lure 
back to the boat. This often works as 
well today as it did then, but again, 
the technique isn’t widely popular.

As deadly as the lure class that 
we’re discussing has been the last 
years, nothing in fishing is magic. 

Often different classes of lures trig-
ger fish in different situations. Jig-
ging spoons may at times be as or 
more deadly than swimming lures, 
just as they are at times in ice fish-
ing. And, of course, lipless lures 
like the Rippin’ Rap used in ripping 
fashion (but more often “pulled” 
less aggressively up off bottom) 
have also entered the scene for 
walleyes, especially on big waters 
like Green Bay, Lake of the Woods, 
Rainy Lake, and Mille Lacs. That 
list is small for now only because 

#6 and #8 
Rapala Snap 

Raps
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Jigging 
Rap

›Comparing Actions

9 o’clock

9:30 o’clock

11 o’clock

11 o’clock

slack line

slack line

straight drop 
nose down

semi-horizontal 
drop

glides and 
semi-circles

Shiver 
Minnow
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Snap Rap
lower scoot  

forward and glide

11 o’clock

9:30 o’clock

anglers haven’t sought wider use of 
lipless lures on many waters. 

In fishing, it you lift it and let 
it fall, there’s a waiting audience 
of various species that are going to 
bite it. It’s one of the most funda-
mental moves in fishing, whether 
with a jig and minnow or a Jigging 
Rap or a Shiver Minnow.

When exceptional anglers like 
Parsons, Kavajecz, Lindner, and 
others say that swimming lures 
often trigger amazing catches in 
open water, especially when wall-
eyes get difficult this time of year—
well, when the going gets tough, the 
tough often shiver-bomb-rip-snap 
their way onto the score board. ■

*In-Fisherman Field Editor Matt Straw 

lives in Brainerd, Minnesota. He wrote 

the information concerning Parsons and 

Kavajecz. In-Fisherman contributed the 

material about Al Lindner.
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DBeginning in 2009, he and other biologists began 
tracking the pelagic movements of muskies, northern 
pike, walleyes, and ciscoes in four Minnesota lakes. 
Results of the first study, which primarily tracked the 
pelagic behavior of large pike, were published by the 
American Fisheries Society in a paper titled, “Depths 
and Thermal Habitat Used by Large versus Small North-
ern Pike in Three Minnesota Lakes.” The second study, 
still in progress, includes data on depth, temperature, 
light penetration, and dissolved oxygen from 23 fish—8 
muskies, 4 pike, 5 walleyes, and 6 ciscoes—in Elk Lake 
in northcentral Minnesota. 

Carlson’s work employs new tracking technologies 
that follow fish continuously through the study period; 
in this case, beginning in 2011. As you read this, acous-
tic probes are transmitting signals from within the bod-
ies of fish to strategically located receivers around Elk 
Lake. This has enabled researchers to follow fish while 
the lakes are sealed by ice, a period when tracking stud-
ies had been challenging. 

For anglers, the data reveal fascinating fish move-
ment patterns. For Carlson and other biologists, results 

help them understand how to best sample, evaluate, and 
manage fish populations—including where and when to 
set test nets. Further, the depth and water temperature 
components of these studies may contribute to targeted 
management aimed, for example, at restoring larger 
pike in certain waters. Carlson has also looked at how 
changing climate could affect fish populations and inter-
actions. Pelagic fish communities, in particular, which 
are often tied to temperature-sensitive ciscoes, are espe-
cially important to the growth of large walleyes, pike, 
and muskies. 

“Pelagic habitat is important,” Carlson says, “because 
it offers a unique species assemblage that’s highly 
dynamic, due to changing climatic conditions as well 
as increased levels of eutrophication.” Defined as open 
water deeper than about 15 feet, pelagic habitat and fish 
use is strongly tied to water temperature, dissolved oxy-
gen, and light.

Sampling Methods
Unlike previous tracking studies that required work-

ers to locate and follow fish around the lake with listen-
ing devices, Carlson’s team implanted fish with small 
acoustic transmitters and set stationary receivers at 
numerous locations around Elk Lake, assuring each 
tagged fish would always be within range of at least one 
receiver. While receivers don’t pinpoint GPS locations of 
fish, they do measure the depth, water temperature, dis-
solved oxygen, and light penetration at each data point, 
as well as a generalized lake location. Each tagged fish 
“reports” its location every 1 to 2 minutes around the 
clock, revealing hourly, daily, and seasonal movements.

Dr. Andy Carlson knows where your muskies are. It’s a fact that might worry the 

local predator population were it not that the Minnesota angler also works as a research scientist 

for the Department of Natural Resources. So while Carlson likes to catch muskies and other fish 

with the best of them, he’s even more interested in their  

movements from a scientific perspective. 

➡ ➡

➡ ➡
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Elk Lake (300 acres) is a special-regulation fishery 
that provides an optimal setting for a multispecies analy-
sis like this, with a variety of habitats, including shallow 
flats, humps, and two zones of open water as deep as 93 
feet. To measure light, they suspended 10-foot-tall “light 
trees” at various depths and locations around the lake. 
Once a minute, these devices logged light levels in the 
water column, measured in watts per square meter. To 
further confirm fish presence and position, Carlson used 
an advanced echosounder capable of producing realistic 
sonar renderings, a $50,000 BioSonics DT-X echosounder 
paired with a 10-degree split-beam transducer the size of 
a stockpot. He says such sonar technology shows intrigu-
ing potential for population estimates, particularly for 
assessing movements of ciscoes and associated preda-
tors. A single sweep of a small basin, for example, can 
reveal the entire water column and its inhabitants with 

amazing realism, evaluating size of fish marks and even 
zooplankton biomass estimates.

Deepwater Disclosures
Similar to other studies, such as the 1990s track-

ing survey of Eagle and Wabigoon lakes by Ontario 
researcher Bernard LeBeau, the Elk Lake research shows 
that muskies occupy water deeper than 15 to 20 feet far 
more often than we generally imagine. Both studies indi-
cate that muskies may feed in deeper water and occupy 
shallow water during digestion.

Tracking showed that immediately after ice-out, 
every muskie swam directly to deep water after hold-
ing in 3 to 9 feet during the entire frozen-water period. 
One 42-inch female descended from 3 feet on March 23, 
2012, to 26 feet on the 24th, as ice left the lake. This fish, as 
well as several others, lingered in water from 20 to nearly 

➡
➡

BY CORY SCHMIDT*

NT

»Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
researcher Dr. Andy Carlson has conducted 

groundbreaking work in the realm of pelagic 
baitfish and predators. 

PHOTO // ANDY CARLSON, MINNESOTA DNR
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40 feet, where it remained until April 
22, when it made its next move—a 
dramatic one into just a few feet of 
water. From the beginning of May, 
through summer, and into early fall, 
all the tracked muskies followed a 
pattern that brought them into pro-
gressively deeper water. 

 Muskies displayed a fascinating 
daily movement pattern throughout 
summer, shifting from 15 to 20 feet 
during midday—even on overcast 
days—before moving to and linger-
ing in water less than 2 feet deep at 
night. This diel trend (deeper by day, 
very shallow at night) continued into 
early fall, with both day and night 
depth preferences shifting deeper as 
water cooled. In early October 2011—
just prior to turnover—one 48-inch 
female was lingering between 5 and 
8 feet at night before immediately 
swimming into 22 to 35 feet as the 
sun rose, holding at those depths 
until sunset. 

Factoring into this clockwork-like 
shift were ciscoes, which displayed a 
similar day-to-night movement pat-
tern. Yet while muskies frequently 
lingered near the surface during low-
light periods, ciscoes made only infre-
quent and short-lived surface sprees. 
Moreover, while muskies preferred 

slightly warmer water above the ther-
mocline—in the upper-60°F and low-
70°F range—ciscoes stayed deeper, 
where water temperatures were in 
the upper-50°F to low-60°F range and 
dissolved oxygen was above 4 milli-
grams per liter (m/L). 

While light played a role in daily 
muskie depth trends, overcast con-
ditions during daylight didn’t seem 
to spur shallow movements. Dur-
ing many days, most of the study 
muskies made a rapid move to 25 to 

35 feet of water where they encoun-
tered water up to 10°F cooler than the 
lower limit of the species’ preferred 
range (66°F to 79°F). The researchers 
felt these daily forays were to inter-
cept dense concentrations of ciscoes 
holding near the thermocline.

Surface Lurking
As I read Carlson’s results, I 

recalled what Dick Pearson told me 
years ago, about a secret surface pat-
tern for basin muskies. In the 2012 

While we’ve focused on muskies in this article, research 
on three Minnesota lakes has examined large pike and their 
use of pelagic habitat.* A few key findings:

• Contrary to previous reports, pike over 30 inches 
avoided shallow springs with cold groundwater flow all year, 
perhaps due to low levels of dissolved oxygen in groundwa-
ter, even though shallow springs were available near shore in 
all study lakes.

• Pike tolerated lower concentrations of dissolved oxygen 
during winter than many other fish species. Some ventured 
into depths where oxygen measured less than 0.5 mg/L for 
short durations. 

• While muskies occupied shallow water during winter, 
large pike preferred much deeper water, frequently station-
ing in 20 to 26 feet while lakes were frozen.

• Some pike over 30 inches and many smaller ones 
moved into deep water, 30 to 45 feet; yet one 38-inch fish 
spent most of its fall and winter between 3 and 10 feet deep.

• In summer, large and small pike behavior diverged, as 
larger fish followed the thermocline down as surface waters 
warmed in July and August; small fish remained shallow.

›Depth & Temp Factoring Pike

• Large pike often avoided water warmer than 71°F, even 
though only about 15 percent of the entire summer habitat 
was cooler than that.

*Pierce, R. B., A. J. Carlson, B. M. Carlson, D. Hudson, and D. F. 

Staples. 2013. Depths and thermal habitat used by large versus 

small northern pike in three Minnesota lakes. Trans. Am. Fish. 

Soc. 142:1629-1639.
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»An amazing supplementary monitoring device, Carlson’s team 
employed an advanced BioSonics sonar, complete with mammoth 

transducer. PHOTO // ANDY CARLSON, MINNESOTA DNR



In-Fisherman Pike & Muskie Guide, I 
wrote an article that described Pear-
son’s late-summer surface experi-
ments, working tail-spinning and 
walk-the-dog topwater baits over 
water as deep as 100 feet at dusk. 
Pearson: “For those openwater goli-
aths in many of the world’s best 
muskie lakes, I’m telling you, there’s 
something special about this deal. 
I’ve got a couple buddies—promised 
not to reveal their names—who troll 
surface baits over deep open water 
all the time. You wouldn’t believe the 
fish they’re catching, and they hope 
you don’t.”

On a related note, between the 
1996 to 2004 seasons, I logged up to 
40 intense trolling trips each year, 
pulling minnow plugs across deep 
lake basins hosting ciscoes. The typ-
ical plan was to tow plugs just above 
the thermocline, usually in 25 to 32 
feet of water, as well as one or two 
super shallow runners. Looking 
back, our mistake was not switching 
the whole program over to shallow 
baits when the sun went down.

When I look at my logs from 
those trips, the vast majority of bites 
occurred within 8 feet of the surface 
during the two hours surrounding 
sunset. Several of my biggest fish 
from these deep clear lakes during 
this eight-year run bit so shallow that 
the surface blew up when muskies 
bit—mostly on 9-inch Bucher Shal-
low Raiders, Jakes, or Grandmas run 
10 feet behind planer boards. Often, 
even when we marked lots of cis-
coes in the thermocline, most of our 
strikes came near the surface toward 
dusk or after dark, even though often 
only one of our baits tracked through 
shallow water.

The Purgatory Pinch
The other pattern I discovered 

during those trolling explorations 
involved what we named the “Pur-
gatory Pinch.” And it turns out, the 
pinch is an actual biological phe-
nomenon. Like the late-fall cisco 
spawn, it concentrates big wall-
eyes, pike, and muskies into an 

identifiable and vulnerable zone. 
It works like this: Warming sum-
mer water in the 70°F range pene-
trates progressively deeper, shifting 
the thermocline and cisco schools 
deeper. While the warmer water 
abuts the thermocline, dissolved 
oxygen greater than 4 mg/L rapidly 

»A DNR “light tree” is used 
to measure light penetration 
throughout the water column, 
suspended at various locations 
across survey lakes.

PHOTO // ANDY CARLSON, MINNESOTA DNR

“CISCOES SIMULTANEOUSLY DRIVEN 

DEEPER BY WARMING WATER AND SHAL-

LOWER BY DECLINING OXYGEN LEVELS 

BECOME COMPRESSED INTO A SECTION OF 

THE WATER COLUMN THAT’S SOMETIMES 

NO MORE THAN A FOOT THICK” 
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Muskie
disappears in deep water, particu-
larly in lakes with higher nutrient 
loads and fertility, as well as limited 
light penetration. 

Eventually, usually by late July 
to mid-August, ciscoes simultane-
ously driven deeper by warming 
water and shallower by declining 
oxygen levels become compressed 
into a section of the water column 
that’s sometimes no more than a 
foot thick. Carlson believes this 
pinch has occurred with greater 
regularity in recent summers, cit-
ing historical data on surface water 
temperatures. In extreme cases, of 
course, ciscoes die en masse, creat-
ing a temporary shortfall of forage 
that can boost fishing success. 

What I know for sure is that 
during my eight-year run of pelagic 
trolling, I experienced the purga-
tory pinch three times, including 
late July 1998, August 1999, and 
August 2001. I also noted a major 
pinch in summer 2012, which 
involved significant cisco die-
offs on many local lakes, includ-
ing Mille Lacs. The most notorious 
cisco kill occurred on Leech Lake, 
Minnesota, in July of 1955, when 
probably close to 200 muskies were 
caught during a two-day period, 
almost certainly a result of a sud-
den shortfall of forage. 

Cisco kills can happen almost 
any summer; they’re no guarantee 
big muskies are about to bite. But 
the pinch is a different story. The 
event can augment fishing suc-
cess—based on sonar readings of 
mass concentrations of baitfish 
within a very narrow depth range, 
by revealing the exact depth to run 
baits; usually no more than 2 feet 
above the upper limit of the pinch, 
usually 24 to 28 feet deep.

What the pinch doesn’t tell you 
is exactly how to trigger muskies 
feeding on such a profusion of bait-
fish. It’s not always easy, mostly, 
I suspect because it’s difficult to 
put your bait into the right depth, 
position, and speed exactly when 
a muskie moves through. It’s not 
so much that the fish are selective, 
but because they’re relatively scarce 
and difficult to pinpoint in open 
water. There’s pioneering work 
being done in open water right 

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm
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now—innovative fishing patterns 
involving spoons, big plastics, and 
livebait; material for a scheduled 
upcoming article on the presenta-
tion side of the pelagic mystery.

Turnover and Beyond
Returning to Carlson’s research, 

we pick up on muskie movements 
beginning at fall turnover. Mirror-
ing behavior at ice-out—when the 
water column mixes for the first 
time—all muskies in the study took 
a major plunge in depth the very 
same day as the 2011 fall turnover. 
Holding at a mean depth of about 16 
feet just prior to turnover, the tagged 
fish quickly dove to 30 feet or more 
when the turn occurred. While they 
still showed a degree of their sum-
mertime shallow-to-deep tenden-
cies, vertical moves were far less 
dramatic. In late October to early 
November, muskies were mostly 
moving from about 20 feet at night 
to over 30 by day. 

Then, by about November 5 
and 6, 2011, as water cooled into the 
upper-40°F range, muskies began 
abandoning their deep-water day-
time haunts, moving progressively 
shallower each day. Astute anglers 
point out that this makes sense, 
given the late-fall cisco spawn, 
which gathers the baitfish on shal-
low, hard-bottom structures, often 
followed by big muskies. 

When Elk Lake froze over in 
early December, most muskies had 
taken up full-time residence in less 
than 10 feet of water. Unlike large 
pike and walleyes, which often 
make rather dramatic deep-to-shal-
low moves for much of the winter, 
muskies remained almost coma-
tose. While large wintertime pike 
spend ample time in water deeper 
than 20 feet, Elk Lake muskies 
apparently nearly never ventured 
into water deeper than about 8 feet 
under ice cover. By ice-out in early 
April most of them were in about 5 
feet of water.

On the other hand, as this year’s 
muskie season opens in Minnesota, 
Ontario, Michigan, New York, and 
beyond, I’m planning to fish deeper 
more often for the better part of four 

months. In addition to this recent 
Minnesota research, consider that 
some of the biggest muskies in recent 
years have eaten big plugs trolled in 
20 to 40 feet of water. 

Why make things more difficult 
on ourselves when we’re pursuing 
one of freshwater’s most elusive and 
scarcest sportfish? You can spend 

your time imagining muskies mill-
ing around a shallow rock point; or 
knowing for certain they’re feed-
ing somewhere slightly deeper. 
All things being equal, I’ll cast my 
lot where the odds look best. And 
something tells me, Andy Carlson 
will, too. ■

*In-Fisherman Field Editor Cory 

Schmidt, Brainerd, Minnesota, is an 

astute observer of lake limnology, as 

well as an avid multispecies angler.
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PERCH TODAY

AAcross North America, perch are among the most coveted species, and our love 

for them often is related to their size. Fish in the 4- to 7-inch range are considered “dinks” and 

bait stealers. Perch from 8 to 11 inches are “nice,” worthy of the skillet. Once they stretch 12 to 14 

inches, they take on “jumbo” status, beloved by all. ¶ But there’s another category that gets limited 

attention due to their scarcity. These are “giant” perch that not only grow over 15 inches, but more 

importantly, tip the scale beyond the 2-pound mark. In most waters, giants don’t exist. Environ-

mental factors must be stacked to grow perch this size.

Giant
>>>>>>
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BY STEVE RYAN*

Nature Versus Nurture
Fishery biologists and managers often note that for 

fish to achieve their maximum growth potential, they 
must at all times during their lifespan be provided with 
everything they need. One might equate this situation to 
a balance of nature. Nate Herman of Herman Brothers 
Lake Management in Peoria, Illinois, rejects that charac-
terization. “To grow truly giant fish of any species, espe-
cially in as short a time span as possible, things must be 
out of balance and tilted to promote maximum growth,” 
he says. “Such factors include ideal water quality, high 
concentrations of food, low competition for food, min-
imal predatory impact, and 
lack of harvest of big 
fish. Growing big fish is 
easy. Growing giants is 
another story, as there’s 
an exponential difference 
in going from a 14- to a 
15-inch perch and each 
half-inch thereafter.”

With this philosophy, 
Herman has been able to 
grow perch to 14 inches in 
just three years in man-
aged settings, as well 
as achieving amazing 
results with trophy blue-
gills, bass, walleyes, and 
hybrid stripers. These 
same principals can apply 
to large and small fisher-
ies across North America.

The Case of 
Lake Cascade

Lake Cascade,  75 
miles north of Boise, 
Idaho, is a good case study 
for growing giant perch. It currently is North America’s 
top producer of 2-pound-plus perch. Cascade came to 
national attention on March 1, 2014, when a young angler 
caught the new Idaho state record and world ice-fishing 
record perch, 15.75 inches long with a 12.75-inch girth, 
weighing 2 pounds 11.68 ounces. The photo and story 
went viral and the parade of giant perch from Lake Cas-
cade has continued.

As the saying goes, where there’s one record-caliber 
fish, there must be more. In the case of Lake Cascade, 
all indications are that it harbors many fish capable of 
eclipsing the new mark. Tom McGlashen of Tackle Tom’s 
Bait Shop explains that during their most recent ice tour-
nament in early February, several anglers had weights 
of over 6 pounds for their three best perch. “Those fish 

weren’t even at their maximum annual weight, which 
occurs just prior to the ice-out,” he says. “In January, an 
angler came in with a 16.75-incher. That fish might have 
shattered the world record if caught in late March.”

Management initiatives by the Idaho Fish and Game 
Department deserve praise for putting into place the 
necessary factors for Cascade to produce fish of that 
caliber. Lake Cascade’s historically strong perch popu-
lation had crashed during the 1990s. From 2003 to 2008, 
the department undertook a large-scale restoration 
project, removing thousands of pounds of predatory 
northern pikeminnows and transplanting 850,000 adult 

perch from surrounding 
waters. The offspring of 
this initial perch restock-
ing are now 8 or 9 years 
old and showing up as 
14- to 16-inch trophies.

As reg ional  f i sh-
ery manager Dale Allen 
explains, many factors 
came together to cre-
ate optimum conditions 
for perch there. “When 
we first restocked perch 
into Cascade, the lake 
contained lots of avail-
able food, minimal com-
petition for that food, a 
low density of predatory 
fish, and limited angler 
harvest,” Allen says. 
“Perch flourished under 
these condit ions and 
show no signs of slow-
ing down.” He says that 
most new fisheries have 
an initial boom period 
prior to the lake reaching 

its carrying capacity, but he 
feels that turning point has yet to occur on Cascade. 
Perch recruitment has been good in recent years and 
the size structure remains excellent.

While Cascade Lake has few predators, most preda-
tion on young perch is from adult perch. Allen explains 
that the primary prey for perch are macroinvertebrates, 
snails, and other perch. “At about 8 or 9 inches, they 
turn to cannibalizing young-of-year perch.” But due to 
their omnivorous nature, adult perch continue to feast 
on plant materials, zooplankton, aquatic insects, mac-
roinvertebrates, crustaceans, and other fish as well.

He adds that the density of perch is still relatively 
low and growth rates and size structure remain strong. 
The latest netting studies (October 2015) indicated that 
27 percent of  perch were over 12 inches and 8 percent 

UNDERWATER  PHOTO // ERIC ENGBRETSON
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exceeded 14 inches. Harvest num-
bers also remain relatively low. 
Allen says angler exploitation of the 
adult perch is about 12 percent, and 
most fisheries are able to sustain 
exploitation rates in the 30-percent 
range. Last year exploitation was 
less than 5 percent. Of 500 fish over 
10 inches tagged in March and 
April, only 15 tags were returned 
by December.

While late winter is the 
time to target the heavi-
est perch in any system, he 
notes that June is an ideal 
month for targeting perch 
that have recuperated from 
the spawn and are feeding. 
He also favors September 
and October when this res-
ervoir is drawn down due 
to irrigation demands and 
fishing pressure is light.

Bill Lavin guides for 
perch on Lake Cascade 
during winter and regu-
larly puts clients on perch 
toppi ng t wo pou nds. 
During the open-water 
months, his efforts turn to 
walleyes, but he suggests 
anglers focus their efforts 
on the quick-breaking 
edges West of Sugarloaf 
Island to find concentra-
tions of big perch. Pulling 
‘crawlers on Lindy rigs and 
working rip baits along 
breaks can be productive.

Due to the aggressive 
nature of giant perch, no 
downsizing from walleye 
gear is needed. Lavin favors 1/2-
ounce BSP bladebaits and Johnson 
Thinfishers to get their attention. 
Lipless rattlebaits, such as the 
Livetarget Gizzard Shad, Berkley 
War Pig, and Rapala Rippin’ Rap, 
perform well from mid-summer 
through late-fall.  To play to the can-
nibalistic nature of giants, a drop-
shot rig with a Bondy Perch bait is 
another good option. These 4-inch 
softbaits have a tall profile that 
resembles a young perch and a slen-
der tail that quivers with the slight-
est twitch of the rod tip.  By fishing 
it 6 inches above the sinker, the bait 
is always in the strike zone.

Dakota Bounty
A study by South Dakota 

researchers found a direct correla-
tion between diet and growth struc-
ture among perch in six glacial 
lakes of South Dakota.* That study 
reported that fast growth rates in 
high-quality perch populations of 
lakes Madison, Spirit, and Clear 
were due to diets primarily of mac-
roinvertebrates, such as amphipods, 

chironomids, and corixids. Also 
noteworthy was that these perch 
populations had a higher mean rel-
ative weight (an index of body con-
dition or plumpness) and a lower 
relative abundance. Populations 
in lakes with slower growth had a 
lower relative weight, slower growth, 
and higher relative abundance. In 
the high-quality waters with abun-
dant macroinvertebrates, 3-year-old 
perch had a mean length of 7.4 to 8.9 
inches, versus a mean length of just 
4.2 to 5.6 inches where this important 
food source was lacking.

These findings are in line with 
many of today’s most productive 
perch fisheries in South Dakota 

and North Dakota, including Dev-
ils Lake, where TV host and pro 
angler Jason Mitchell spends a lot 
of time. “Devils Lake has the abil-
ity to grow 2-pound perch due to 
an abundance of freshwater shrimp 
or scuds,” he says. “And the ever 
expanding nature of this lake con-
tinually recharges the system. Due 
to its abundant food supply, Dev-
ils Lake perch grow fast but don’t 

live long. They have small 
heads and mouths, but thick 
shoulders and big bellies. 
On some northern fisheries 
that grow jumbos, a 14-inch 
perch might be a teenager. 
They have huge heads, but 
slender frames and fail to 
top the 1.5-pound mark. 
“Devils Lake has thousands 
of 12- to 14-inch perch, and 
most are less than 6 years 
old.  What they lack in age, 
they make up for in weight, 
based upon their diet.”

For anglers looking to 
catch a 2-pounder on Dev-
ils Lake, Mitchell points 
to February and March 
as prime time. But a good 
mid-summer fishery exists 
for those willing to put in a 
little extra effort. Mitchell 
cautions that from spring 
through early summer, the 
perch bite is non-existent, 
and surmises that it has to 
do with an over-abundance 
of food in the system during 
that period. By July, though, 

he starts to run into big perch 
while walleye fishing. He suggests 
trolling ‘crawler harnesses behind 
bottom bouncers to find concentra-
tions of perch and then fishing them 
vertically with jigs.

Mitchell uses a ‘crawler harness 
with a 4-foot leader. He rigs it with 
4 or 5 beads, a #00 flicker blade and 
a 1/0 Aberdeen hook. He baits the 
rig with half a nightcrawler and 
fishes it behind a 1.5-ounce bottom 
bouncer. He studies his graph for 
small square bumps on the bottom, 
which indicate large perch feeding 
close to the bottom.

“The Spot-Lock on my Minn 
Kota trolling motor is one of the 

PERCH TODAYGiant >>>



greatest tools for perch anglers,” he 
says. “With this feature engaged, I 
can fish these perch as if I was ice 
fishing. I use a 28-inch True Blue 
rod directly over the side of the boat 
with a Clam Blade Spoon. I tip the 
spoon with a piece of ‘crawler or 
waxworms. These fish are feeding 
primarily on small prey and my pre-
sentation reflects that.”

Mitchell adds that many new or 
expanding fisheries are coming on 
board for outsize perch. These include 
glacial lakes throughout North and 
South Dakota and the Sandhill Lakes 
in Nebraska, among others. Much 
like Lake Cascade, the key is to fish 
these lakes as they’re expanding, 
rejuvenated with new flooded terri-
tory and an abundance of food.

“As new bays flood and perch 
invade these areas, they go into feed-
ing overdrive,” Mitchell says. “With 
excellent body condition, they strike 
harder and fight better than wall-
eyes. Perch in these newly flooded 
area behave differently than those 
found in the original main basin of 
Devils Lake, which are more finicky 
and harder to catch.”

Catching 2-pound perch requires 
that anglers know their quarry and 
its habitat. Find waters that have 
the potential to grow giants. Try to 
learn about growth rates and prey 
structure to determine appropriate 
tactics for catching trophy fish in dif-
ferent systems. Because ecosystems 
are changing rapidly across many 
waters in North America, you need 
to stay on top of the status of preyfish 
as well as water clarity, temperature, 
and more. Perch opportunistically 
take advantage of newly flooded 
areas, as well as new invasive food 
sources, such as round gobies on 
Lake Simcoe and spiny water fleas 
on Lake of the Woods. By being con-
scious of these changing conditions, 
the odds of connecting with giants 
increase tremendously. ■

*In-Fisherman Field Editor Steve Ryan, 

Chicago, Illinois, is an avid perch angler, 

fishing near home on Lake Michigan, and 

far beyond

**Lott, J. P., D. W. Willis, and D. O. Luc-

chesi. 1996. Relationship of food hab-

its to yellow perch growth and population 

structure in South Dakota lakes. J. Fresh. 

Ecol. 11:27-37.
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WWe misunderstand stinkbaits because we misunderstand 

catfish. We follow the theory that if a little stink catches a few cats, 

then a major stench should catch more. The result is a range of home-

brewed or commercially-prepared baits that stink to high heaven. 

And beyond. ¶ But if stink is what rings the dinner bell for channel 

catfish and blues to a lesser extent, why do nightcrawlers, fresh-cut 

chubs, grasshoppers, and even mulberries and wild grapes work? 

Those low-odor baits catch catfish for the same reason hot dog seg-

ments, bubblegum, chunks of Ivory soap, and vile-smelling stink-

baits put catfish on the line—they all have flavors that attract catfish, 

regardless of their smell. The odor of baits isn’t as relevant as their 

flavor when it comes to attracting and catching catfish. ¶ “A chan-

nel catfish’s sense of smell is a social sense, used for finding spawn-

ing areas and identifying other catfish,” wrote In-Fisherman Editor In 

Chief Doug Stange back in the 1980s, when he and Toad Smith were 

laying the foundations of modern catfishing theory. “Sense of smell 

isn’t a primary feeding sense for catfish.”

Smell Versus Taste
Humans often confuse smell and taste, but they are separate senses. We 

associate good smells with good-tasting food because we smell food through 
our nasal passages at the same time we taste it with our tongue. The best 
human analogy to illustrate the differences between the senses of smell and 
taste as well as the social overtones suggested by Stange, is that a woman’s 
perfume may smell exotic and attract a guy from across a room, but if you’ve 
ever tasted perfume it’s nothing you’d swish around in your mouth and 
savor like wine.

>>>

Flavors
F A V O R I T E

F O R  C A T F I S H
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BY DAN ANDERSON*

Humans put stock in odors because we exist in an 
ocean of air. We detect odors brought to us on air cur-
rents. Many of us could fill a shopping cart at a grocery 
store blindfolded, by walking the aisles and using our 
nose to tell us when we’re near baked goods, fresh fruits, 
seafood, and other fragrant items. Imagine how intense 
and detailed the experience would be if you could lit-
erally taste each food as you passed near it. That’s the 
way catfish seem to experience life. They’re immersed in 
water the way we are surrounded by air. Their barbels, 
their lips, and the entire body surface is covered with 
taste buds, so “taste” isn’t something they “do,” 
it’s almost a state of existence. Dr. Keith Jones, 
head of Berkley’s Fish Research Center, nailed 
it when he said, “A channel catfish is a swim-
ming tongue.”

So if taste is what matters to catfish, how do 
we know what’s best? Taste is the way combi-
nations of chemicals are perceived by a taster. 
So what are the mysterious chemicals common 
to dead shad, chicken livers, beef blood, night-
crawlers, fresh chubs, hot dogs, and all the other 
diverse things that attract catfish? Jones says 
there’s no single magic chemical or compound 
found in all things catfish favor. Instead, a vari-
ety of amino acids, proteins, and dozens of other 
complex organic chemical compounds strike 
them as “good tasting.” 

“Aged cheese, chicken livers, fresh cutbait—
catfish like each of them for different reasons,” 
Jones says. “Each of them has some of the numer-
ous compounds that attract catfish. The chemi-
cals that attract them to cutbait are probably 
different from the chemicals that attract them to 
cheese bait. Our goal at the lab has been to test 
and analyze and compare in an effort to try and 
identify the unique chemical compounds within 
all the things that are attractive to catfish. Once we know 
what those compounds are, we can enhance and concen-
trate them in a product that has far more attractants than 
any natural substances. That’s what we’ve done with our 
latest line of Berkley catfish baits.”

Bait-Making
Call them “chemical compounds” or “secret ingre-

dients,” every manufacturer of commercial catfish bait 
has them in their recipe. They often start with a cheese 
base, add various fillers and carriers, then blend traces 
of chicken blood, ground shad, soybean meal, whey 
products, anise oil, cooking vanilla, or a dozen other fla-
vorings that each manufacturer swears catfish cannot 
resist. A few admit their recipe includes products purely 
because they stink. One manufacturer who asked to 
remain anonymous noted, “A lot of the old catfish guys 
won’t buy a catfish bait if it doesn’t curl their nose hairs 

when they open the lid. They think stink is what makes 
a good catfish bait.”

Jones disagrees. “It isn’t the smelliest bait that catches 
the most catfish,” he says. “It’s chemically possible to 
have a catfish bait that’s almost irresistible to catfish but 
that may not be perceived to have much smell to humans. 
That’s why, when we develop our Berkley catfish baits, 
we don’t pay much attention to the way they smell to us. 
Our whole process is geared toward how catfish perceive 
the bait. We do a lot of lab work to identify and sepa-
rate chemical compounds, then do extensive field testing 

under real-world conditions to see how the baits work. 
We’re constantly expanding on what we’ve learned. 
We’ve identified some chemical compounds in the past 
year that have really impressed us in our field-testing. 
We’ve concentrated those attractants in our new catfish 
baits far beyond what naturally occurs in anything cat-
fish like, to create baits that are exceptionally attractive.”

Brent Southworth works with Jones in the lab and in 
the field testing Berkley’s new line of catfish baits and 
says, “We evaluated ingredients in the lab, but proved 
that catfish like them with extensive field-testing in 
many locations and water conditions. I like to joke that 
the new Berkley catfish baits have been ‘approved’ by 
more than 10,000 catfish nationwide, because that’s how 
many we caught on those baits during testing.”

Nearly any commercial bait catches fish because 
it contains at least traces of cheese, processed grains, 
and other products that contain chemical compounds 
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attractive to catfish. It’s the secret 
ingredients that set some catfish 
baits above the crowd. Doc’s, Bowk-
er’s, and Sonny’s are old-school 
favorites among catfish anglers. 
Berkley, Team Catfish, CatTracker, 
Rippin’ Lips, Rusty’s, Uncle Josh, Lit-
tle Stinker, Magic Bait, Danny King’s 
Catfish Bait, CJ’s Baits, and Benny 
Roberts’ Sure Shot Catfish Bait all 
have advocates in the catfishing 
community.

“Everyone knows that catfish like 
cheese and soured grain flavors, so 
those make great carriers that attract 
catfish all by themselves,” says Jeff 
Williams, owner of Team Catfish. 
“But most manufacturers sweeten 
the pot with their own secret formu-
las. TC-Secret-7 is the ingredient that 
makes our dipbait so effective. A cat-
fisherman who was a professional 

chemist spent 28 years 
tinkering with the rec-
ipe for the additive we 
put in our baits. It’s the 
additives—the ‘secret 
formulas,’ that make 

one bait better than another.”
Mark Mihalakis, Manager of 

Cat Tracker Catfish Bait Company, 
says good catfish bait manufactur-
ers are never completely satisfied 
with their products. “We’re con-
stantly experimenting, trying to 
find ways to make our baits better,” 
he says. “Sometimes we find new fla-
vors that cats like better. Sometimes 
we can improve the consistency of 
a bait. That’s what happened when 
we came out with Wicked Sticky. We 
definitely improved the flavoring 
ingredients, but the big thing with 
Wicked Sticky is that we improved 
the way it stays on a dipbait worm 
but still milks flavor into the water. 
You can have the best-tasting catfish 
bait in the world, but if you can’t keep 
it on the hook, or it won’t release that 
flavor, it doesn’t do any good.”

Flavor Delivery 
That brings up the topic of deliv-

ery systems for commercial catfish 
baits. Early on, most commercial 
baits were doughbaits—thick, 
sticky concoctions that were formed 
into balls and pressed around tre-
ble hooks. In water, dough balls 
slowly dissolved to release flavor 
and attract catfish. Punchbaits and 
dipbaits were the next generation 
of prepared baits that arrived at 
roughly the same time in different 
parts of the country. The concept 
was the same, but their delivery 
systems differed. Punchbaits are a 
pasty compound with a fibrous tex-
ture. Anglers use a stick or small 
paddle to push a treble hook into 
a tub of punchbait (“punch” it into 
the tub) and when they lift the hook, 
a sizable gob of bait adheres to the 
hook, ready to fish. Dipbaits are 
more liquid, so they require some 
sort of corrugated or foam rubber 
worm above a treble hook to absorb 
and hold the semi-liquid. “Dipbaits 
are a northern thing,” Mihalakis 

According to Dr. Keith Jones, the olfactory (smell) and gustatory (taste) chemoreceptor systems of channel catfish don’t 
detect all substances equally. That’s true even when the substances belong to the same chemical class, such as the amino 
acids, the building blocks of protein. This graph shows the nerve response of each system (smell in blue, taste in red) to 11 
amino acids relative to its response to one standard amino acid, L-Alanine. The relative effectiveness of the 11 amino acids in 
the two systems is quite different. In a practical sense, to a catfish the perceived odor and flavor bouquets of, say, a bleeding 
minnow, would not be the same.

The graph doesn’t show the actual 
sensitivity of taste and smell for each 
amino acid individually. On the whole, 
the catfish taste system tends to be 
much more sensitive to amino acids 
than is the olfactory system. For exam-
ple, channel catfish are almost 1,000 
times more sensitive to the taste of 
L-Alanine than its smell.

*Data adapted from: Caprio, J. 1975. 

High sensitivity of catfish taste recep-

tors to amino acids. Comp. Bio. Phys. 

52:247-251; and, Caprio, J. 1978. Olfac-

tion and taste in the channel catfish: 

an electrophysiological study of the 

responses to amino acids and deriva-

tives. J. Comp. Phys. 123:357-371. 

Flavors
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›Comparing Smell and Taste
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says. “Punchbaits are southern, and 
doughbaits are pretty much nation-
wide. It probably has to do with 
punchbaits working better in the 
hotter temperatures down south, 
and the softer dipbaits working well 
up north. I predict that punchbaits 
are going to make a big move north 
in the next couple years because 
anglers are finding out they don’t 
have to mess with dipworms and 
other ways to deliver dipbait.”

Some anglers firmly believe dip-
worms are an advantage because 
they add color to the presentation. 
In many situations the color of a 
dipworm is moot because the worm 
is hidden within the gob of brown-
ish dipbait, but Mihalakis admits 
there are days when color appears 
to make a difference.

“Spring seems to be the time 
when it matters most,” he says. “I’ve 
fished with a plain-colored dipbait 
worm with the same dipbait on it 
beside a guy who was using a white 
worm, and he caught twice as many 
fish as I did. Other guys swear that 

a fluorescent green or yellow dip-
bait worm outfishes a plain worm 
every time. Right now, I’m testing 
dipbait formulas that end up flu-
orescent orange on the hook. You 
have to keep trying new things to 
see if you can find something dif-
ferent that catfish like.”

John Jamison, renowned cat-
fish tournament angler, offers yet 
another delivery option to give cat-
fish the flavors they seek. “Every-
one knows that chicken livers are 
irresistible for the 1- to 5-pound 
channel cats everybody wants to 
catch, but they’re messy to han-
dle and hard to keep on the hook,” 
Jamison says. “Rippin’ Lips came 
out with Leakin’ Livers, a dehy-
drated chicken liver bait that’s 
water-activated. You squeeze it to 
crush it once it’s on the hook, then 
it bleeds natural chicken liver fla-
vor into the water, along with some 
other flavors we’ve added.”

Ultimately, catfish are attracted 
to a variety of complex chemi-
cal compounds found in a range of 

disparate natural and artificial prod-
ucts. For years, anglers have judged 
prospective baits by the way they 
smelled, and been confused because 
it didn’t make sense that some suc-
cessful baits smelled good (hotdogs), 
other baits had minimal smell (earth-
worms), and many that smelled bad 
enough to gag a maggot.

The problem is that smell isn’t 
as important to catfish as it is to 
humans. Taste is what matters to 
them. The only way for humans 
to compare and experience baits 
in the same way catfish do is to lit-
erally, physically taste them. And 
aside from Sonny Hootman, who 
used to taste-test batches of Sonny’s 
Catfish bait to ensure they met his 
standards, few sober catfish anglers 
have the experience or desire to 
make that comparison.  ■

*Dan Anderson, Bouton, Iowa, is an avid 

catfish angler and freelance writer. He 

frequently contributes to In-Fisherman 

publications.
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was caught in California this past 
year, so giants are out there for the 
catching. And equally surprising 
is the total of just two redear sun-
fish, another species added to our 
Master Angler species list in recent 
years. And like spotted bass, they 
are booming out west, but also com-
monly grow well over a pound in 
waters across the Southeast. And 
while a number of big stripers came 
from coastal waters, only one inland 
trophy was reported. View the entire 
results and lots more great fish pic-
tures at in-fisherman.com. Good luck 
in 2016!

MasterAngler

Jeremy Cook 

New Cumberland, PA 
Adam Jeannette  

Beaver Falls, PA 
Jim Lane 

Silver City, NM 

Jonah Switzer 

Lafayette, IN
Kevin Doyle  

Martinsville, VA 
Dana Johnson 

Temple, PA 
Alex McIntosh 

Manchester, Ml 

Ryan Hettie 

Rochester, Ml 
Joel Keller 

Coal Center, PA 
Blaze Nelson 

Neenah, WI 

PLANO TACKLE BOX WINNERS

Plano 787 Guide Series

2015 marked the 39th year of 

In-Fisherman’s Master Angler Awards Program, 

with a total of 426 successful entries, down a 

few from last year, with about twice as many 

coming online as by mail. The proportion of 

released trophy fish reached 95 percent for the 

first time. And also for the first time, channel 

catfish topped the list with 50 entries, followed 

by pike (47), smallmouth bass (46), largemouth 

bass (43), and walleye (40). Similar to last year, 

big pickerel were in relative abundance.
As usual, award catches included some real monsters: Bob Daly, an inter-

national traveler, made it three years in a row on Alaska’s Cinder River, catch-
ing two coho salmon over 34 inches. We had two blue catfish over 50 inches, 
one from the Mississippi River and one from Lake Guntersville on the Ten-
nessee River, both top spots for giants. The Red River of the North contin-
ued its dominance in the channel cat category, producing almost half of the 

year’s best. Michael Yan-
nick landed a 52-inch 
tiger muskie from Penn-
sylvania’s Susquehanna 
River. And Tim Jacobson 
of Wisconsin traveled to 
famed Flaming Gorge 
on the Utah/Wyoming 
border to boat a mas-
sive lake trout, 45 inches 
long and 25 inches in 
girth. Drew Prehmus 
registered an incredi-
ble 55-inch pike from 
the Taltson River in the 
Northwest Territories.

Bill Girvin of Yorkville, New York, a dedicated Master Angler if there was 
one, turned in his 200th entry in December, hav-
ing entered fish over 36 years. In 2015, he entered 
seven species of fish, all caught near his home in 
central New York. Congratulations Bill! Not only 
does he fish skillfully, he carefully recounts the 
details of each catch with his entries.

Once again, readers entered only one spot-
ted bass, surprising given the boom in their 
numbers and size across much of their natu-
ral and expanded range. Another world record 

BY STEVE QUINN AND THE MASTER ANGLER AWARDS COMMITTEE

HIGHLIGHTS

2015

43.5" Chuck Kennedy, Susquehanna River

52"Michael Yannick , Susquehanna River



50.25" Jim Golla, Pike Slough

51.25" Zack Percival, Mississippi R.

22.25" Windy Ray, Lake St. Clair

39.5" Gary Harmon, Claytor Lake

45" Tim Jacobson, Flaming Gorge Res.

COHO SALMON

6 Bob Daly Whiting, IN Cinder R, AK 35" 9/14/15 D+1 Pixee red/flo org 7/8 oz 

CHINOOK SALMON

5 Robert Swiatek Bellville, OH Pere Marquette R, MI 40.5" 10/5/15 1/2D eggs

RAINBOW TROUT/STEELHEAD

1 Edward Strohmayer Hot Springs, AR Spring R, AR 28" 12/8/15 D-3 YZK #8
4 Clinton Cupples Eastwinder, NJ n/a 28" 11/28/15 Swedish Pimple spoon wht
5 Michael Seltz Bay City, MI L Ontario, NY 37" 12/5/15 egg bead
6 Bill Schlichtemeier Omaha, NE Bradford Canal, AK 39.5" 5/4/15 F fly

BROWN TROUT

1 Chris Ortiz Stamford, CT n/a 25" 4/20/15 D+2 Rapala
2 Jeff Hise Oakridge , TN Clinch R, TN 31" 5/23/15 Rapala X-Rap
3 Danny  Kurttila Riverton, WY Wind R, WY 28" 10/25/15 F-3 Rapala Shadow Rap
5 Medavon DeRaj'e Cudahy, WI L Michigan, WI 30" 12/7/15 marabou jig

LAKE TROUT

1 Michael Yannick Hummelstown, PA Seneca L, NY 34" 9/23/15 Mepps Syclops
3 Tim Jacobson Wis. Dells, WI Flaming Gorge Res, UT/WY 45" 4/28/15 tube white
4 Marlin Coulombe W Sacramento, CA Great Bear L, NT 50" 7/29/15 F-1 AC Plug
5 Lee Winters Duluth, MN L Superior WI 42" 1/31/15 bucktail jig

NORTHERN PIKE

1 Joseph Stocker Enfield, CT Connecticut R 45" 3/1/15 Daredevle
3 Craig Fuchs Belgrade, MT Smith L, MT 41" 9/8/15 Rapala X-Rap
4 Drew Prehmus Norcross, GA Taltson R, NT 55" 6/14/15 D-2 Daredevle 5 of diamonds yel 2/5 oz
5 Tim Steinmetz Escanaba, MI Little Bay de Noc, MI 40.75" 7/9/15 1/2D Bulldawg blk/grn

MUSKELLUNGE

1 Ryley McCardell Thurmont, MD n/a 53" 11/15/15 n/a
2 Danny  Kurttila Riverton, WY Green River L, KY 46" 9/17/15 Hybrid Redfin
4 Steve Knowles Dunrobin, ON Ottawa R, ON 53" 11/23/15 F-3 n/a
5 Pierre-Andr'e Paulet Sorel-Tracy, QC St. Lawrence R, QC 55" 7/11/15 crankbait cisco
5 Scott Muraski Stevens Point, WI Green Bay, MI 55" 10/27/15 F-1 Jointed Believer perch

CHAIN PICKEREL

1 Steve Serafin East Stroudsburg, PA Highland L, PA 30" 8/5/15 Wordens Rooster Tail wht
2 Stephen Miklandric Chesterfield, VA Burnt Mills L, VA 27.25" 7/3/15 F+1 spinnerbait wht
4 Ryan Anderson Truro, NS Short's L, NS 25" 7/1/15 F-1 Blue Fox Vibrax blu/slv

HYBRID MUSKIE

1 Michael Yannick Hummelstown, PA Susquehanna R, PA 52" 9/27/15 F-1 Tyrant Dictator blk/org
3 Danny  Kurttila Riverton, WY res, UT 45.5" 6/24/15 1/2F Whopper Plopper org/blk
4 Norm Forsberg Richmond, BC Little L Vermillion, ON 42" 8/26/15 Bulldawg brn/blk

CARP

1 Leon Bardasz N. Easton, MA Charles R, MA 44" 5/31/15 F-2 oats
2 Clayton Lothrop Argyle , TX L Austin, TX 43" 10/10/15 D-3 maize
3 Lou Garza San Leandro, CA L Del Valle, CA 36" 9/20/15 jig
5 Michael Hill Perrysburg, OH L Erie, OH 37.25" 5/2/15 F-2 bucktail jig char/wht 1/8 oz

BLUE CATFISH

1 Zach Percival Clive, IA Mississippi R, MO 51.25" 5/17/15 D-1 skipjack herring
2 Mark Brewer Holland, MI L Guntersville, AL 51" 3/22/15 D+2 skipjack herring

CHANNEL CATFISH

1 Billy Brazier Glyndon, MN Red R, MN 37.5" 9/26/15 F-2 sucker
2 Michael Brown Murfreesboro, TN Center Hill Res, TN 33" 12/13/15 D+2 nightcrawler
3 Neil Hilfers Loveland, CO Boyd L, CO 37" 7/8/15 cut white sucker
4 Michael Harris Winnipeg, MB Red R, MB 39.5" 9/15/15 D+2 sucker
5 David Hughes South Haven, MI Kalamazoo R, MI 34" 8/6/15 cut bluegill

FLATHEAD CATFISH

1 Terry Ross Bloomington, IL Clinton L, IL 48" 6/24/15 shad head
3 Kirk McKay Winnetka, CA Colorado R,CA 43" 4/22/15 live bluegill
5 Joel Garner Saginaw, MI Saginaw R, MI 42.25" 11/16/16 jig

WHITE BASS

1 Doug Haas Ossian, IN L James, IN 17.25" 10/10/15 F-3 Rapala slv/blk
2 Stephen Miklandric Chesterfield, VA Dan R, VA 18" 4/10/15 Johnson Beetle Spin wht 1/8 oz

STRIPED BASS

1 Andrew Curkey Salem, MO Norfork L, AR 39" 4/15/15 D-3 Ripple Shad wht
6 Sean Kearney Lebanon, OR Long Island Sound, RI 47" 7/12/15 Super Strike Darter

HYBRID STRIPED BASS

1 Belle Cheslick Moundsville, WV Muskingum R, OH 29.5" 9/30/15 F+2 live shad
2 James Summers Hendersonville, TN Percy Priest L, TN 28.5" 4/17/15 D-1 n/a

BLUEGILL

1 Tom Schaaf Lynch, NE pond 12" 11/22/15 tube jig 
1 Russ Dykman Fremont, MI Blue L, MI 12" 6/10/15 spinner blk/yel
2 John Woods Broadway, VA L Laura, VA 11.5" 6/6/15 chicken liver

REDEAR

3 Chris Salmon Mira Loma, CA L Havasu, AZ 16" 5/15/15 D-3 Slab Jiggie Grn Buggie Jiggie/
floating worm trailer

SMALLMOUTH BASS

1 Ron  Cartwright White Oak, PA Allegheny R, PA 23" 4/19/15 D+1 tube grn 3"
2 Rick Hart Florence, AL Wilson L, AL 22.25" 4/3/15 F-1 shiner
3 Josh Danison Bend, OR John Day R, OR 21.5" 6/27/15 SPRO BBZ Rat blk/rd 10"
3 Austin Roup Woodland Park, CO res, CO 21.5" 9/12/15 D-1 Rat- L-Trap
4 Nate Dougherty Blair, NE Golder L, Canada 21" 5/22/15 Berkley Gulp! Minnow
5 Bob Mahaffey Allison, PA L Erie, PA 23" 5/28/15 Kalin Jig flat blk shad 3/4 oz

OUR 

FAVORITE 

SHOTS!

➔

• CATCH & RELEASE FISH •
Region Name Home Town Water Size Date Moon Lure/Bait



31" Ronnie Stevens, Lake Erie

12 lbs. 12 oz.,  Stephen Miklandric,Lake Springfield
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17.5" Bill Schlichtemeier, Table Rock Lake

Region Name Home Town Water Size Date Moon Lure/Bait

SPOTTED BASS

1 Bill Schlichtemeier Omaha, NE Table Rock L, MO 19" 4/22/15 grub slv/gry

LARGEMOUTH BASS

1 Josh Fryberger Kent, OH Mogadore Res, OH 25" 4/26/15 1/2F Rapala Scatter Rap
1 Michael Bottari Burnt Hills, NY Round L, NY 25" 6/14/15 D-2 Livetarget Frog blk/grn
1 Chase Shryock Bonner Springs, KS Forrest L, KS 25" 8/3/15 F+3 Zoom worm red shad
2 Edward Panus Lemont, IL L Mary Jane, FL 29" 2/2/15 F-2 crankbait org/brn
3 Felix Garza Hayward, CA L Chabot, CA 26" 12/14/15 D+3 Yamamoto Lizard
4 Jerry Ireland Hamptonville, NC Bear L, ON 23" 9/8/15 Yamamoto Senko   

CRAPPIE

1 Bill Schlichtemeier Omaha, NE Table Rock L, MO 17.5" 4/22/15 grub slv/gry
2 Gary Harmon Radford, VA res, VA 16" 10/30/15 F+2 minnow
3 Duane Christensen Cheyenne, WY res,WY 15" 7/10/15 Berkley PowerBait swimbait
3 Eddie  White Billings, MT res, MT 15" 12/5/15 PK Flutter Fish
5 Randy Webb Fife Lake, MI Grand Traverse Bay, MI 14" 7/5/15 F+3 Mepps spinner rd/wht #1

YELLOW PERCH

1 Bill Girvan Yorkville, NY pond, NY 15.125" 8/30/15 Zoom Finesse Worm wtrmln
3 Ben  Harris Longmont, CO res, CO 15" 4/29/15 tube jig grn

SAUGER

3 Danny  Kurttila Riverton, WY Little Wind R, WY 22.5" 8/7/15 1/2D Rapala X-Rap glass ghost

WALLEYE

1 Dan Reda Masontown, PA Monongahela R, PA 34.5" 7/27/15 bluegill
3 Chad Bock Spokane, WA L Roosevelt, WA 34" 1/27/15 1/2F nightcrawler
4 Jim DiPerna North Huntingdon, PA ON 33" 8/11/15 D-3 jig & minnow
5 Matthew Miller Lake Geneva, WI L Erie, OH 32.5" 4/12/15 hair jig blk

• KEPT FISH •
COHO SALMON

5 Jason Baldwin Marquette, MI L Huron, MI 20 lbs. 5/14/15 Mepps Syclops

CHINOOK SALMON

5 William Evans Conway, AR L Michigan, WI 28 lbs. 8 oz. 7/22/15 Dardevle spoon slv

BROWN TROUT

1 Edward Larkin Thomaston, CT Wonoscopomuc L, CT 11 lbs. 8 oz. 5/6/15 F+2 jig gray

BROOK TROUT

2 Kevin Doyle Martinsville, VA Pigg R, VA 4 lbs. 6 oz. 3/4/15 F-2 jig

NORTHERN PIKE

1 Justin Chase Horace, ND Elm L, ND 20 lbs. 3 oz. 2/13/15 smelt
3 Kim Anthony Joplin, MT res., MT 30 lbs. 9 oz. 2/26/15 1/2F Pautzke Fire brined smelt

CHAIN PICKEREL

1 Ed  Raymond Wilmington, DE pond, DE 5 lbs. 11/8/15 D-3 minnow

BLUE CATFISH

2 Matthew Dycus Colonial Heights, VA Appomattox R, VA 58 lbs. 12/2/15 menhaden

CHANNEL CATFISH

2 John Woods Broadway, VA private l, VA 20 lbs. 6 oz. 6/27/15 Killer Kapz

BLUEGILL

1 Sandra Buettner Gresham, WI  Prairie L, WI 1 lbs. 8 oz. 9/10/15 D-3 jig wht
1 Stephen Miklandric Chesterfield, VA  Western Branch Res, VA 1 lbs. 6 oz. 12/5/15 red wiggler

SMALLMOUTH BASS

5 Robert Taipala Oscoda, MI Saginaw Bay, MI 5 lbs. 8 oz. 8/27/15 F-3 minnow

LARGEMOUTH BASS

2 John Woods Broadway, VA L Laura, VA 12 lbs. 13 oz. 9/22/15 Killer Kapz
2 Stephen Miklandric Chesterfield, VA L Springfield, VA 12 lbs. 2 oz. 10/24/15 jig blu/blk

CRAPPIE

1 Wanda Goodrich Cleveland, OH L Cassadaga, NY 4.2 lbs. 6/5/15 F+3 Slop Master spinner blk/
slv

1 Todd Matera Palmer, MA Webster L, MA 2 lbs. 10 oz. 3/21/15 D+1 shiner

YELLOW PERCH

4 Dennis Kozlowski Grand Blanc, MI L Simcoe, ON 1 lbs. 9.12 oz. 3/28/15 Kens Spoon wht/pnk
5 Steven Soboslay Harrison Twp, MI L Huron, MI 2 lbs. 7/5/15 F+3 minnow

WALLEYE

1 Krystyna Patraw New Richmond, WI Pike L, WI 10 lbs. 9 oz. 1/17/15 D-3 shiner
4 Jason Auld Calgary, AB res, AB 14 lbs. 6 oz. 3/4/15 F-2 Northland Thumper Jig/

Minnow

5 Mark Sankoff Charleston, WV L Erie, OH 11 lbs. 8 oz. 5/7/15 F+3 Reef Runner, wht/pnk ■

Complete list with information on regions, dates,  

moon phases, and baits at in-fisherman.com 

D=          1/2 F=          F=          1/2 D= 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,   storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, 
Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, 
StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 9/10/16. 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com

• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy

• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
9/10/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

600+ Stores
Nationwide
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

comp at

$119 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON

ALUMINUM RACING JACK

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 

Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 LOT  69252/62160

62496/62516/68053

60569 shown
SAVE 

$60

$5999
$8999 8999 

comp at $14.99

$499 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
60%

AMMO BOX

LOT 63135
61451 shown

SAVE 
$230

SAVE 
$433

SAVE 
$228

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
$78

SAVE 
$180

$11999
comp at $349.99

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952

• 580 lb. 
capacity

SAVE 
NOW

 8" HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

LOT 61733 
90714 shown

$799 

SAVE 
$79

$11999 comp at 
$199

10 FT. x 20 FT. PORTABLE 
CAR CANOPY

LOT 60728
62858/63054
69034 shown
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7 FUNCTION 

DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
LOT 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE

$15

comp at $752 .99 

comp at 
$29 .99 

$31999 

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT   61256/60813

61889/68142 shown

$1499 comp at 
$59.97

LOT 5889/62281/61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED
HIGH SPEED 
STEEL DRILL BIT SET 

1.51 CUBIC FT. 
SOLID STEEL 
DIGITAL FLOOR SAFE

$9999
$12999 12999 

comp at $279. 99 

$1199 

 TORQUE WRENCH ES

YOUR CHOICE

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

DRIVE LOT 

1/4 2696/61277

3/8 807/61276

1/2 239/62431

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINES  

$9999 
comp at $328

LOT 68121/69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT   60363/69730 /68120 

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT  60338

69381 shown 

$8999 
comp at $168.97

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD

$3999 comp at 
$109 .99 

LOT 62774/94555 shown

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/10/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

$15991
$17999 17999 

comp at $499

2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 

125 PSI VERTICAL

AIR COMPRESSOR

LOT   69091/61454/61693

62803/67847 shown

SAVE 
$339

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
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North with Doc
BY GREG KNOWLES* 

I l l u s t r a t i o n s  b y  P e t e r  K o h l s a a t

One year the attorney suddenly announced he had 
a trial too important to miss, which we translated as his 
chance to earn 60 percent of a six-figure slip-and-fall 
verdict. Although, even today, he vehemently denies 
being an ambulance chaser, he also claims he doesn’t 
snore like a constipated rhinoceros. One more thing, his 
wife says he keeps a police scanner on his nightstand, 
so while he may not actually be chasing ambulances, 
he knows exactly when and where they are dispatched.

Anyway, it was two weeks until our drive north to 
Sioux Lookout, and we needed a substitute, and fast. All 
of us drew a blank except the policeman. His son in Wis-
consin couldn’t get away on such short notice, but his 
son’s retired boss could. The guy loved to fish and came 
highly recommended. On the appointed day, he showed 
up for the trip.

The banker said, “So what do we call you?”
“My name is Jeoff, but everyone calls me Doc.”
“This may pose a communication problem,” I said.
“Why’s that?”
“We already have a guy we call Doc.”
“A PhD?”
“No.”
“A medical doctor?”
“Well, not exactly. He’s a dentist.”
“I’m a veterinarian. We should get along just fine.”
Just then, Doc came out of his house carrying his 

tackle box and a black medical bag.
“Hey, Doc,” the policeman said, “I’d like you to meet 

the new member of our group for this year’s trip. Doc, 
this is Doc.”

They warily shook hands, exchanged pleasantries, 
professional specialties, and the new Doc asked the old 
Doc, “Whatcha got in the bag?”

“Basic first aid stuff, plus Novocain, needles, sutures, 
that sort of thing.”

“Ever had to use it?”
“Time or two,” old Doc said. “I try to be prepared.”
Then new Doc asked old Doc, “Whatcha got in the 

tackle box?”
“Enough lures and know-how to outfish you, that’s 

for sure.”
“Is this a challenge?” new Doc said with a crafty 

smile.

F
Dueling Docs

For 40 years, give or take, I have fished 

Knobby’s Northwest Ontario outpost lakes with 

the same five guys. Weddings, graduations, and 

other important family affairs have altered the 

roster a handful of times, but the next year, the 

core crew would be back together.

“You afraid of a little competition, Doctor?”
“Not at all, Doctor. What are the rules?”
“First three days we tally fish landed,” old Doc said. 
“Fish brought inside the boat?” new Doc said.
“Or caught and released by hand or pliers over the 

side,” old Doc said. “Boat partners will keep us honest.” 
“Understood. And what does the winner get?”
“Sole possession of the nickname ‘Doc’ for the 

remainder of the week.”
“You’re on!” new Doc said, giving old Doc a smile, a 

firm handshake, and a pat on the back to seal the deal.
“You gonna yak or you gonna go fishing?” the kid 

said.
 “Let’s get this show on the road,” the banker said.
I didn’t say a word as I helped hump the last of our 

sleeping bags to the U-Haul trailer where the police-
man was expertly jamming too much gear into too 
small a space. I was hoping the Doc vs. Doc competi-
tion wouldn’t get out of hand. Hard feelings in a small 
remote cabin do not make for a fun time for anyone. 

We had an uneventful drive, a warm welcome from 
Knobby, and the turboprop touched down on Kezik 
Lake as smooth as Aunt Lucy hooks her 13-pound 
Brunswick ball to nail a 5-10 split.

As cards were drawn for bunk selection, both Docs 
drew jacks, so they decided to share a room. In mere 
minutes food was stowed, rods rigged, coolers iced, and 
the fun began.

I was first to the boats, and in my rush forgot to pick 
up the small Styro bait box. “Hey, Doc!” I yelled, “Bring 
the salted minnows!”

New Doc said, “Do they work as well as worms?”
“Better,” the kid said. 
“Be my boat partner,” the policeman said, “and I’ll 
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show you honey holes we found 
years ago.”

“Wait a minute!” old Doc said, 
tossing me the minnies. “This is a 
serious contest.”

“Even with the same bait, it takes 
skill to catch the fish,” I said.

“Just don’t make it easier, okay?” 
old Doc said.

That first day the conditions 
could not have been more perfect. 
The fish were so amenable to being 
caught, we didn’t even bother load-
ing a stringer for dinner until the 
sun was half sunk in the western 
pinetops. Old Doc boated 37 fish. 
New Doc’s total was 33. A half dozen 
two-pound walleyes made it to the 
cleaning table.

Old Doc, busting to display his 
fillet mastery to new Doc pulled his 
scalpel-sharp knife from its leather 
sheath, and put a shallow one-inch 
slice into the meat below the thumb 
of his left hand.

After the yelling and swearing 
subsided, new Doc expertly cleaned 
and stitched the gash closed using 
old Doc’s bag of tricks.

Old Doc studied the exceptional 
repair job, thought back a few hun-
dred years to his school days, and 
said, “Injured my thenar eminence, 
didn’t I?”

New Doc scoured his memory 
bank and came up with, “But too 
shallow to reach the abductor polli-
cis brevis.”

“Anatomy 101,” old Doc said. 
“Iowa.”

“Illinois State, Iowa, Illinois 
State,” new Doc said, removing his 
rubber gloves with a practiced snap.

“Prognosis?” old Doc said, flex-
ing his fingers.

“Wear a glove a couple days. 
There will be minimal scarring. 
Won’t interfere with your fishing.”

“Is medicinal alcohol indicated?”
“Excellent prescription. You ice 

the glasses, I’ll pour.”
“Yes, Doctor.”
The second day the sun proba-

bly rose as usual, but we didn’t see it 
for the scudding rain clouds. A brisk 
breeze coming from what seemed all 
directions took the rain streaming 
from our hat brims and drove it past 
rain hoods until it sluiced beneath 
flannel shirts, and caused unspeak-
able discomfort.

The weather also brought out 
pike in the near-trophy class, and we 
boated dozens on wave-beaten reed-
beds and off the points of treefalls. 
Sadly, the walleye bite all but disap-
peared. Happily, we had spaghetti 
and meatballs with garlic bread for 
dinner. Day two tally: old Doc 24, 
new Doc 26.

“What’ll you have tonight?” old 
Doc asked.

New doc said, “A dry martini 
sounds good.”

“One olive or two?” old Doc said.
“Two,” new Doc said, although 

he regretted that order when he dis-
covered the second olive, supposedly 
stuffed with blue cheese, actually 
had the original pit in place. He spit 
out the pit along with a sizable chunk 
of molar.

Old Doc assessed the situation 
and gave orders. An impromptu 
operating suite was constructed from 
a kitchen chair tipped at a 60-degree 
angle, propped up by a stack of fire-
wood. The policeman and banker 
took turns holding an LED flashlight 
at mouth level. Old Doc prepped the 
damaged tooth, and roughened the 
broken edges using a nail file that 
had been Bic sanitized then dipped 
in the dregs of new Doc’s cocktail for 
sterilization. Old Doc used forceps to 
hold the tooth chip. The kid handed 
over a daub of quick-drying epoxy 
that old Doc applied to the chip, and 
held it in place until it dried.

“I suggest you chew on the right 
side for a few days,” old Doc said, 
“and see your regular dentist when 
you get home.”

“Does my insurance cover this?”
“I’ll send you a bill.”

“Sounds like business as usual.”
“You got a problem with that?” 

old Doc said with a grin.
“No, Doctor.”
Day three brought out the sun, 

but shut down the bite altogether. 
Jigging the rushing, roiling inflow 
from the lake to the north resulted in 
more snags than fish. But motoring 
in and out of the churn was a total 
hoot, so at least we had tales to tell 
back home. Late afternoon we rafted 
up the boats in the calm backwater to 
discuss strategy. 

“What’s the total so far?” the 
policeman asked.

“With today’s miserable catch,” 
the banker said, “I have old Doc at 
70, new Doc at 68.”

“Statistically insignificant,” I 
said, “but old Doc is still in the lead.”

“Why don’t you guys call it a 
draw?” the kid said. “You’ve proven 
yourselves as both real doctors and 
real fishermen this week.”

“Works for me,” old Doc said.
New Doc said, “If I had to lose a 

contest to anyone, I’d want to lose it 
to you.”

Old Doc said, “Doctor Jeoff, you 
are a class act. And any time in the 
future we have a spot open on this 
trip, we’d be proud to have you 
along.”

Jeoff ran a finger inside his jaw to 
make sure the glue was still holding, 
and said, “Thanks, Doc.”  ■

*North with Doc columnist Greg 

Knowles lives in Green Valley, Arizona. 

A 5-volume set of the first 20 years of 

North with Doc is available in e-reader 

form at amazon.com.
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But how we fished for the big-eyed 
beauties that average between 750 
and 850 pounds was nothing short of 
incredulous. It’s more hunting than 
fishing.

As the automatic grinder dribbled 
a steady stream of fish bits over the 
side of the boat, Rob cut up some of the 
mackerel we’d just caught and tossed 
the chunks into the ocean. Within sec-
onds we were surrounded by swarms 
of ear-piercing gannets, gulls, and 
shearwaters that dove into the crys-
tal clear water so close to the boat you 
could hear the wind swirl through 
their wings and see them grab the bait 
in their bills 10 feet below the surface.

The combination of chum, mack-
erel chunks, white diving birds and 
Rob spraying the surface of the ocean 
with a hose, simulated a feeding 
frenzy that beguiles bluefins.

And that’s when it happened. 
Have you ever seen a 20-pound 

lake trout, suspended 30 feet above the 
bottom, show up on your sonar screen? 

Or perhaps a 40-pound 
muskie? Imagine what 
a 1,000-pound blue-
fin tuna looks like. It 
almost fills the screen.

“The kite rod,” Cap-
tain Carl screamed to 
Doiron, “Grab the kite 
rod.”

T hat ’s  when we 
looked out the port side 
of the boat at the mack-
erel skipping across the 
surface, held in posi-
tion by a kite f lying 
100 feet above it like a 
soaring planer board. 
A giant wall of white 
water enveloped the 
frantic mackerel and 
removed it from the cir-

cle hook, as it then dove to the bottom 
unscathed.

“Starve the fish,” Captain Carl 
barked, as Rob raced around the boat, 
systematically turning off the chum-
mer, ladling out no more bait, and pull-
ing all the rods from the water.

“Bluefins are so smart,” Rob said, 
reading my mind. “They know that the 
chum and bait is coming down from 
the boat. We’re like a floating restau-
rant to them If we stop feeding them, 
we can change their mood.”

At that point I could hear the 
theme music from Jaws echoing in the 

back of my head as everyone waited 
on pins and needles for the next shoe 
to drop. Then Captain Carl grabbed 
one of the circle hooks, baited it with 
a lively mackerel, and dropped it 
over the side of the boat, holding the 
line between his fingers, slowly play-
ing out 7, 8, maybe 9 feet of line. Rob 
dropped two or three tiny pieces of 
cut mackerel into the water beside it. 

And then the biggest fish I have 
ever seen swooshed out from under 
the boat, its massive back breaching 
the surface of the ocean, and inhaled 
the mackerel at the end of the line. 

Oh ... my ... god!
Over an hour later, with buddy 

Mark and I taking 10-minute turns at 
the rod, our shirts dripping wet with 

sweat, Captain Carl and Rob pulled 10 
feet of bluefin tuna alongside the boat.

“Quick, touch it,” Rob said, as Mark 
and I leaned over the gunnel, rubbed 
our hands along the fish’s flank, 
reconnected with another world, and 
watched 950 pounds of massive fish 
flesh swim free.

It’s good to have a bucket list. ■

*In-Fisherman Field Editor Gord Pyzer 

lives in Kenora, Ontario. For $1,250 a 

day (about $1,000 U.S. dollars), two to 

four anglers can charter the immaculate 

Just Crackin 07 for a full day of fishing 

for bluefin tuna. Visit Bearded Skippers 

Deep Sea Fishing at beardedskippers.

webs.com.
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Reflections
BY GORD PYZER*

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  6 3 )

Don’t ask me why it has held this highest of honor. 
Logic is the last prerequisite for a bucket list. I suspect, 
however, it is because like all of us, Atlantic bluefins are 
passing this way but once. 

It seems the world’s taste for sushi-grade tuna is out-
stripping supply, with a single fat fish fetching as much as 
$250,000 today at the Tsukiji Fish Market in Tokyo. With a 
bounty like that on your head, your days are numbered.

The Mitsubishi Corporation (this car company also 
builds most of the world’s commercial tuna fleet) has 
hundreds of thousands of tons of tuna frozen in storage, 
waiting for the day when the last bluefin is boated. It is 
reckoned then, that the fish will be worth more per ounce, 
literally, than gold.

Which is what I found my myself thinking about as I 
stood on the wharf in the pretty little sea-side town of Tig-
nish, Prince Edward Island, watching the sun pull itself 
up and over the horizon. It was sweltering hot and humid, 
this being late August, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence was 
as flat calm as a prairie pond. Ironic, I thought, because 
buddy Mark Stiffel and I were clutching our hoodies and 
foul weather gear. 

Stranger still, when we finally found the Just Crackin 

07 idling at her berth and were greeted by Captain Carl 
Gallant and first mate, Rob Doiron of Bearded Skipper’s 
Deep Sea Fishing. They were dressed in t-shirts, shorts, 
and open boat shoes. It was the first in a long string of 
pleasant surprises. Seems 
the cold, stormy Atlantic 
isn’t quite so inhospitable 
in this warm, fertile, some-
what sheltered Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. 

While bluefin tuna trips 
everywhere else along the 
Atlantic seaboard are usu-
ally gruelling—eight-hour 
long, stomach-churning 
roller coaster rides out to the 
fishing grounds—they’re 
pleasant walks-in-the-park 
in Prince Edward Island, 
where we fished a few 
miles out in front of our sea-
side cottage. It seemed like 

M
Bucket List Bluefins

Many of us have lists of things we want to accomplish before 

we pass on to the calm blue water in the sky, especially lists brimming 

with gills and fins. At the top of my bucket list, for many years now, 

has been wrestling a giant bluefin tuna to the side of the boat.

we had just pulled out of 
port when Captain Carl 
eased back on the big 
diesel engine, shifted the 
45-foot long Just Crackin 

07 into reverse, and then 
hovered us over a gigan-
tic school of bait that reg-
istered on the sonar screen. 

We spent fifteen minutes or so lowering rods fixed 
with Sabiki rigs—a string of six staggered yarn, bucktail, 
and fish skin-draped hooks with a heavy weight on the 
end of the line—to the bottom. No sooner did we drop 
them over the side of the boat than we felt the hooks being 
pummelled pell-mell by mackerel. Every lift yielded at 
least two or three lively foot-long fish that were quickly 
placed inside a huge aerated baitwell. Many times every 
hook was adorned with a squirming mackerel.

With a treasure trove of bait in the well, I was about 
to be treated to one of the most amazing fishing les-
sons that I’ve ever had the pleasure of learning. It 
began when first mate, Rob, began wiping 12-foot long, 
180-pound-test fluorocarbon leaders with a paper towel 
soaked in rubbing alcohol. The leaders tipped 300 feet 
of 200-pound Maxima Ultragreen attached to 400 yards 
of Dacron backing on massive Penn International 1300 
reels. Then he pulled out a Magic Marker and black-

ened the swivel.
Equipped with eyes as big as a human head, 

bluefin tuna see and shy away from the tiniest piece 
of algae attached to the leader, or the flash from 
your terminal connection, Rob said. But this was 
kindergarten stuff compared to what was coming.

Off MacLeod Ledge, only a few miles from 
shore, in water less than 90 feet deep, we drifted 
and trolled among commercial trawlers and sein-
ers fishing the incredible schools of herring and 
mackerel that swarm the warm waters of Prince 
Edward Island to spawn. There are so many her-
ring and mackerel, that the bluefin tuna make non-
stop, straight-line, open-ocean migrations to get 
here every summer, swimming at amazing speeds 
from as far away as the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Mediterranean Sea. It is sight to behold.
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