
AUGUST 2016



The figures above are just a small sampling of the American Civil War collection that W. Britain produces.
The figures shown and the entire W. Britain range can be purchased from the retailers listed below:

Trains and Toy Soldiers Hobby Bunker

Toy Soldier Shoppe

Treefrog Treasures

Sierra Toy Soldier

The Toy Soldier
Tel: 1-888-825-8697

Call and mention this ad to 
receive a FREE catalog!

WBA0316            ©2016 THE GOOD SOLDIER The GOOD SOLDIER and                      are registered trademarks 
of The Good Soldier, LLC, Holland, OH 



Immerse yourself in America’s Civil War with a visit to 
Tupelo, MS. The Battle of Brice’s Crossroads, the Battle of 
Tupelo/Harrisburg, and the Battle of Old Town Creek were 
the last stands of the Confederate cavalry in Northeast 
Mississippi, during the summer of 1864. Today, visitors can 
walk in the footsteps of soldiers who defended this land 
and delve deeper into these decisive battles that occurred 
in and around Tupelo. 

The Mississippi’s Final Stands Interpretive Center serves as 
a guide to enthusiasts interested in Mississippi’s place in 
the Civil War. The center’s many interpretive exhibits ex-
plain the state’s role in the Civil War and how the battles 
fought here were significant to the progress of the war. A 
film also chronicles the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads and its 
significance to the war and military history. 

Located just minutes from the center is Brice’s Crossroads 
National Battlefield where guests can walk the1,600-acre 
hallowed ground. A one-acre site maintained by the Na-
tional Park Service at the site of the Brice house contains 
a monument and two cannons which commemorate the

Battle of Brice’s Crossroads. Adjacent to the monument is 
Bethany Historic Cemetery which contains a mass grave of 
Confederate soldiers and markers for ninety-six Confeder-
ate soldiers who were known to have been killed during the 
Battle of Brice’s Crossroads. 

The Tupelo National Battlefield site is marked in the heart 
of town. The first day of the Battle of Tupelo/Harrisburg 
was fought here with over 20,000 soldiers and was the last 
time that Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s 
renowned cavalry fought Union infantry during the Civil 
War. Across town, the Battle of Town Creek interprets the 
second day of fighting during the Battle of Tupelo/Harris-
burg.

Tupelo’s Civil War history is further preserved through the 
Heritage Trails Enrichment Program, marking significant 
sites throughout town. From makeshift hospitals and pris-
ons to homes where famous generals stayed, visitors can 
gain a deeper understanding of what life was like for sol-
diers and residents of Northeast Mississippi during the war. 

Paid Advertorial by Tupelo Convention and Visitors Bureau



  These soldiers of the 6th Massachusetts Infantry are using English muskets and accoutrements.
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Far from doubting his efforts to abolish 
slavery, Abraham Lincoln wrote that, in 
signing the Emancipation Proclamation, 

“I never in my life felt more certain that I am 
doing right than I do in signing this paper.”

The war took a terrible toll on common 
soldiers as well as officers. For every warrior 
who was killed in battle, two died of disease.

The Union Balloon Corps offered a view of 
the enemy from above—an alternative to 
observing and then communicating troop 

movements on the ground.
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YeYY s! I waww nt to ordrr er the RoRR bertrr E.EE Leeee bowoo iww e knkk ifeff (Item # 527-970-0)
– a $99.95 valaa ue – foff r just $19.95. Shipping and handling is FRERR E.
PAPP RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TATT X.

American Mint Satitt sfaff ctitt on Guarantee
By returning this foff rm, you will have the privilege of receiving fuff ture issues in the collection through our FREE
in-home approval service. No fuff rther action is required on your part. If you do not wish to preview fuff ture issues
of the collection, please X out this paragraph. The American Mint Prefeff rred Collector’s Price is guaranteed foff r
you. YoYY u will be billed onlnn y foff r the items you decide to keep. If you pay by credit card, fuff ture shipments will
not be charged until 25 days aftff er the invoice date. YoYY u are under no obligation! If you are not satisfiff ed with
any item that is shipped to you, you may send it back within 20 days at our cost foff r replacement, credit or
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calling toll-frff ee 1-877-807-MINT.TT
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CONFEDERARR TAA E HERORR
GENERARR LAA RORR BERTRR E. LEE
150 years ago – with our nation divided over issues of slavaa ery,yy states’ rights, and
economic survival – the southern states seceded frff om the Union to foff rm the Confeff derate States of America. Like
so many Americans caught in the middle, RoRR bert E. Lee, a respected Colonel in the Union Army,yy was foff rced to
choose betwtt een his nation and his state. Driven by duty and guided by honor,rr Lee declined command of the Union
Army and sided with his home state of ViVV rginia. He soon rose to the rank of General and was given command over
the Army and Navaa yvv of ViVV rginia. His dazzling military maneuvers brought about many victories foff r the outmanned
Confeff derate Army befoff re succumbing to Union foff rces at ApA pomattox in 1865. EvEE en in defeff at, Lee served as a symy bol
of courage and dignity,yy embodying the fiff nest elements of a true Southern gentleman. Aftff er the war,rr Lee set aside all
animosity and urged the people of the South to work foff r the restoration of peace and harmony in a united country.yy

COMMEMORARR TAA ING THE 150TH ANAA NIVII EVV RSRR ASS RAA YRR OF THE CIVII IVV L WAWW RAA
Meticulously designed by American Mint – in conjn unction with The National Civil WaWW r Museum – foff r the Sesquicentennial of the Civil WaWW r,rr
this magnififf cent bowie knifeff was created frff om a single piece of tempered 420 stainless steel. The hand-polished blade feff atures a laser-etched
portrait of RoRR bert E. Lee with the names of the battles he foff ught. The coldcast handle is inlaid with a solid brass nameplate laser-etched with
Lee’s signature and feff atures a 24k gold-plated guard and pommel with designs frff om an original American Civil WaWW r offff iff cer’s sword. This
impressivevv bowoo iww e knkk ifeff begins the GeGG nerarr lsll ofo tff htt e CoCC nfn eff dee edd rarr cycc bowoo iww e knkk ifeff collection whww ich is limited to onlyll 9,999 complete collections woww rldwdd iww de.
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laser-etched wiww th Lee’s signature

• Limited to onlyll 9,999 complete collections worldwdd iww de

• Includes a FRERR E custom collector’s box

• Ovevv ralaa l length: 12.5"

• AvAA avv ilable exclusivevv lyll frff om American Mint

• Offff iff cialaa lyll endorsed by THE
NANN TAA IONANN L CIVIVV L WAWW R MUSEUM

• 7.75" 420 stainless steel blade craftff ed frff om a
single piece of tempered steel and hand-polished
to a matte fiff nish

• Laser-etched image of Confeff derate Generalaa RoRR bert
E. Lee and the names of the battles he foff ughgg t

• Gold-plated guard and bolster engravaa evv d and
antiqued wiww th elements of Lee’s collar insignia
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ACAA T NOWOO TO GET YOYY UR BOWOO IWW E KNKK IFE – A $99.95 VAVV LAA ULL E – FOR JUST $19.95!
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Thomas Clemens has contributed 
another outstanding work on the Antie-
tam Campaign with his June article 
tracking down the location of General 
McClellan’s headquarters. I have read 
his Ezra Carman books, The Maryland 
Campaign of 1862, Volumes I and II, 
over and over again, and look forward 
to Volume III. I also keep track of Dana 
Shoaf ’s editorials…quite good, as a 
matter of fact.

David Walter
Lake Orion, Mich.

�

WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU !

e-mail us at
cwtletters@historynet.com
or send letters to
Civil War Times,
1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, 
Tysons, VA  22102-4883

I have my great-great-grandfather’s hand-carved briar, 
or burl, pipe (right). His name was John Colburn, and 
he served in the 4th Maine Infantry. He carved in 
relief on the pipe the name of every battle he fought 
in except his last one, Gettysburg, where he was 
wounded at Devil’s Den on July 2, 1863.

Don Colburn
Brooks, Ga.

I recently enjoyed the “Six 
Smokin’ Pipes” article in the 
June issue. I have been writing 
about the history of tobacco pipes for 
about 50 years, and four of the six pipes illus-
trated appear in a book that I recently authored, 
published by Briar Books Press in 2014, that 
might be of interest to your readers. 

Ben Rapaport
Colorado Springs, Colo.

[Letter dated March 30, 2016] Resolving the controversy over when the war 
ended that Gary Gallagher discussed in his June column, “Did the War End 
in 1865?” is not as easy as it may seem. The Civil War Trust 2016 calendar has 
a notation under April 2, 1866: “U.S. President Andrew Johnson declares war 
to be over.” I believe this is the final word on the matter.

[Letter of April 1] In my previous letter, I said the war ended on April 2, 1866. 
In Frank E. Vandiver’s book 1001 Things Everyone Should Know About the 
Civil War, it states that on August 20, 1866, President Johnson proclaimed 
that the insurrection “is at an end and that peace, order, tranquility, and civilian 
authority now exist in…the United States of America.” Whether Vandiver or 
the Trust got it wrong is up for further investigation.

[Letter of April 5] I wrote to you that the Civil War Trust had a date in their 
calendar saying April 2, 1866, for the end of the war. I have found confirma-
tion of that in Mathew Brady’s Illustrated History of the Civil War, by Benson 
Lossing, who states, “On the 2nd of April, the President, in a proclamation, 
had formally declared the Civil War to be at an end.” Thank you very much.

Michael Bamford
Newburyport, Mass.

Editor’s note: And we thank you, Mr. Bamford, and all of our readers 
for being so passionate and devoted to studying the Civil War.



A portion of the proceeds from every Pearl Harbor Gold Coin 
will go toward erecting a “Lone Sailor” statue at Pearl Harbor—
proposed to be constructed with metal from the USS Arizona!

IRA APPROVED

©2016 U.S. Money Reserve. Distributor of U.S. government gold, silver and platinum. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. Past performance of the coin or the market cannot 
predict future performance. Coins enlarged to show detail. All calls recorded for quality assurance. Offer void where prohibited. The company is not affi liated with the U.S. government and the U.S. Mint. This solicita-
tion is being conducted by U.S. Money Reserve, Inc. (“USMR”), a Delaware corporation, with its principal offi ce at 6500 River Place Blvd., Bldg. 3, Suite 400, Austin, Texas 78730, a commercial co-venturer with U.S. Navy Memorial 

Foundation (“USNMF”), with its principal offi ce at 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 123, Washington, DC 20004, (202) 737-2300. For every 75th Anniversary Pearl Harbor coin purchased, $5 will be donated by USMR to USNMF.  All of the contributions raised 
by the solicitation will be utilized for the production and installation of the USNMF Lone Sailor Statue expected to be installed at a location to be determined in Honolulu, HI.  The advertising campaign for the Pearl Harbor Coins will terminate on or about February 28, 
2021. USMR and USNMF are not affi liated with the U.S. Navy or any unit of the U.S. Government.  All spokespeople appearing in USMR’s advertisements and all USMR representatives are compensated for their efforts. INFORMATION FILED WITH THE NEW JERSEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING 973-504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. REGISTRATION WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.

PEARL 
HARBOR

75th Annivers ary
U.S. Money Reserve proudly announces the WORLDWIDE EXCLUSIVE release 
of an ultra rare gold coin that pays tribute to one of the most defi ning 
moments in world history. As the fi rst government-issued gold coin ever 
minted to commemorate the historic attack at Pearl Harbor, now is your 
chance to forever memorialize this powerful event with 24-karat gold.
 
Today’s release features the coveted “fi rst issue” minting class, designating 
these coins as the fi rst ever struck in the world. We honor our wartime Allies 
by joining forces with one of the most established government mints in the 
world—Australia’s prestigious Perth Mint—to create this fi rst in coin history. 
The iconic attack is vividly brought to life with three intricately engraved U.S. Navy 
ships set against a backdrop of Pacifi c waves and Hawaii’s famous landscape, 
while two Imperial Japanese Zero fi ghter aircraft fl y overhead. The coin’s legal 
tender status is affi rmed with an offi cial portrait of Queen Elizabeth II on the front.
 
Don’t miss your chance to own this 75th Anniversary Pearl Harbor Gold Coin. 
If you’re looking to diversify your portfolio or acquire a safe-haven asset, this 
limited production solid gold coin is a must for any gold owner. These exclusive 
government-issued coins are being released on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis for the special price of only $174 per coin. Please be advised: U.S. Money 
Reserve’s vault inventory will be available at this limited-time price while 
supplies last or for up to 30 days. Do not delay. Call 1-855-557-3993 today.

1-855-557-3993
VAULT CODE: CWT5-174

WWW.USMONEYRESERVE.COM/PEARLHARBOR

EXCLUSIVE FIRST-RELEASE GOLD OFFER

$17400 5 COINS       $870

10 COINS    $1,740

A Date Which Will Live in Infamy...

Official Legal Tender, 
Government-Issued Gold

Minted at the world-renowned Perth Mint and legal tender 
under the authority of the government of Tuvalu.

1/10 oz. Gold Coin

EXCLUSIVE
24-K GOLD 
RELEASE

EXCLUSIVE
FIRST-EVER 

MINTING
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One hundred and fifty-one years after Abraham Lincoln’s 
untimely death, historic travelers can pay homage to two 
acclaimed artists’ visions of the president in Washington, D.C., and 
New Hampshire. ¶ An oil-on-canvas work by German-born painter 
Carl Bersch went on permanent display at Ford’s Theatre in April. 
Titled Lincoln Borne by Loving Hands, the work was created by 
Bersch after he saw Abe being carried to the Petersen House on April 
14, 1865. First left to the White House by the Bersch family, then 
transferred to the National Park Service, the work was presented to 
Ford’s Theatre on the assassination anniversary. Theater Director 
Paul R. Tetreault said, “Hanging within the Ford’s Theatre Museum 
and located near both the clothes that Lincoln wore to Ford’s Theatre 
on the night of his assassination...Lincoln Borne by Loving Hands 
powerfully rounds out the story of that fateful April night.” ¶ In June 

a recast of Augustus Saint-Gaudens’ bronze Abraham Lincoln: The Man, was unveiled at the 
Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site in Cornish, N.H.—created from plaster sculptures in the 
park collection. The original was installed in 1887 in Chicago’s Lincoln Park, where it can still be 
seen today. For info on the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, see nps.gov/saga.

IN OIL AND BRONZE ��

Bersch’s painting is at 
Ford’s Theatre. Saint-
Gaudens’ sculpture 
(inset) has been recast.
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W
HEN THE SMITHSONIAN 

Institution’s latest museum on the National Mall 

in Washington, D.C., the National Museum 

of African American History and Culture, opens its doors on 

September 24, students of the Civil War will be able to take in 

a host of exhibits related to wartime personalities and events. 

Slated for display, for example, will be Underground Railroad 

conductor Harriet Tubman’s shawl, a trunk that belonged to 

abolitionist, suffragist and journalist William Lloyd Garrison, 

1831 Slave Rebellion leader Nat Turner’s bible and much more. 

Check out nmaac.edu for updates on exhibits.

THE 2016 GILDER LEHRMAN 

Lincoln Prize, awarded by Gettys-
burg College and the Gilder Lehr-
man Institute for American History, 
went to Martha Hodes of New York 
University for her book Mourning 
Lincoln, published by Yale in 2015. 
Hodes’ book explores how citizens 
reacted to the president’s assassination 
across the country. The other final-
ists included Michael Anderegg, Eric 
Foner, Richard Wightman Fox, Earl 
J. Hess, Jonathan D. Sarna and Benja-
min Shapell, and Kenneth B. Moriss, 
John Stauffer, Zoe Trodd, Celeste- 
Marie Bernier and Henry Louis Gates.

the united states has
taken me in, i have
earned a living
here. why shouldn’t i
defend them…with my
flesh and blood?
— German-born Union Sergeant Albert Krause

Q U O T A B L E

Garrison’s trunk and Turner’s bible will be 
at the new Washington, D.C., museum.

NEW
AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY AND
CULTURE MUSEUM
OPENS IN SEPTEMBER

�

�



“CSI: Dixie,” creator and historian Stephen Berry explains, is “an ‘archi-
graph’—a set of records (an archive) married to a set of judgments about 
those records (a monograph).” It holds nearly 1,600 coroners’ reports from 
six South Carolina counties and spans the 19th century. Why coroners’ 
reports? Because it’s one of the best ways to get at a sweeping cross- 
section of American society that is largely absent from our understanding 
of the past. In early America, coroners investigated anyone who had “come 
to his death by violence or suf-
fered an untimely death” within 
the coroners’ jurisdiction. He 
would convene a jury (14 “good 
and lawful” white men, accord-
ing to South Carolina law), to 
determine “upon a view of the 
body there lying dead, how, in 
what manner; and by whom he, 
or she, came to his or her death.”

As we study Americans who 
went to war in 1861, it is aston-
ishing how little we know about 
the worlds from which they 
came. We may have a private’s 
letters or a colonel’s diary, but we know little of the towns and communities 
where their units organized. “CSI: Dixie” uncovers the day-to-day lives of 
South Carolinians, who were raised during the early-19th century and then 
had families after the war. This site is limited to six South Carolina coun-
ties, but Berry says he intends to build on “CSI: Dixie” for years to come.

The coroners’ reports offer fundamental data about an untimely death: 
the place, date and cause of death, the person, the jurors, the coroner and 
the indictment. Indictments can include minority reports, where one or 
two jurors disagreed with the majority finding, and interviews with any-
one with information about the death. And the murders reveal much about 
South Carolinians. The most common cause of untimely deaths among 
white men, Berry says, was alcohol and accidents, often involving shoot-
ings. For women and black men, it was death by hanging themselves. 

While Berry agrees that “no society should be judged entirely by its 
morgue,” he insists “every society has to answer for its morgue.” This is 
admittedly a rather bleak lens through which to study communities, but 
one of the few we have to help us understand day-to-day occurrences 
that were common, yet are largely missing in histories. Organized to share 
this wealth of data with visitors (the info can be sorted by cause of death, 
date and county and each entry has at least some biographical data on the 
deceased with images of the original coroners’ report), “CSI: Dixie” offers 
beautifully written analyses of some of the most dramatic cases. This is 
one of the best and most original digital history projects of the last decade. 
Hopefully, it will inspire similar projects and expand our understanding 
of the daily, if darker, side of Civil War Americans’ lives.—Susannah J. Ural

THE WAR ON THE NET
ht t p s : //c s i d i x i e . o r g

��

�

310 E. Broadway Bardstown, KY                         
(502) 349-0291

www.civil-war-museum.org
Email: museumrow@bardstowncable.net

The finest collection of 
Western Theatre Civil War 

artifacts in the United States!

Civil War Museum
of the Western Theatre

In Historic Bardstown, Kentucky

Plus!    
• Women’s Civil War Museum
• War Museum of Mid America
• Historic Pioneer Village
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Q U I Z

The first African-American 
woman ever to earn a spot on 
American paper currency is anti-
slavery agitator and Union spy 
Harriet Tubman, who will replace 
President Andrew Jackson on 
the front of the $20 bill. Treasury 
Secretary Jacob Lew explained 
that his decision to honor Tubman 
was influenced in part by Civil 
War Times’ advisory board member 
Catherine Clinton’s book Harriet 
Tubman: The Road to Freedom. 
Notably, the pension that it took 
the freedom fighter 30 years to 
extract from the government 
amounted to $20.

On the 
Money

WHAT MAJOR CIVIL WAR EVENT 
occurred near this English Channel 

location? Send your answer via e-mail to 
DShoaf@historynet.com or via regular mail 
(1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, Tysons, VA, 
22102-4883) marked “Europe.” The first correct 
answer will win a book. Congrats to last issue’s 
winners, Neil Buttermore, Toledo, Ohio (regular 
mail), and John Scircle, Leavenworth, Kan. 
(email), who correctly identified Moccasin Bend, 
at Chattanooga, Tenn.  



The sun rises and sets at peak travel 
periods, during the early morning 

and afternoon rush hours and many drivers
find themselves temporarily blinded while
driving directly into the glare of the sun.
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by
such blinding glare with danger arising
from reflected light off another vehicle, 
the pavement, or even from waxed and oily
windshields that can make matters worse.
Early morning dew can exacerbate this 
situation. Yet, motorists struggle on despite
being blinded by the sun’s glare that can
cause countless accidents every year.

Not all sunglasses are created equal.
Protecting your eyes is serious business.
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what 
really matters––the lenses. So we did 
our research and looked to the very best 
in optic innovation and technology. 

Sometimes it does take a rocket scientist.
A NASA rocket scientist. Some ordinary
sunglasses can obscure your vision by 
exposing your eyes to harmful UV rays, 
blue light, and reflective glare. They can also
darken useful vision-enhancing light. But
now, independent research conducted by
scientists from NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory has brought forth ground-breaking
technology to help protect human eyesight
from the harmful effects of solar radiation

light. This superior
lens technology was
first discovered when
NASA scientists looked to nature for 
a means to superior eye protection—
specifically, by studying the eyes of eagles,
known for their extreme visual acuity. This
discovery resulted in what is now known as
Eagle Eyes®.

The Only Sunglass Technology Certified
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
BlueLight Eye Protection. Eagle Eyes®

features the most advanced eye protection
technology ever created. The TriLenium®

Lens Technology offers triple-filter polariza-
tion to block 99.9% UVA and UVB—
plus the added benefit of blue-light eye 
protection.  Eagle Eyes® is the only optic
technology that has earned official
recognition from the Space Certi-
fication Program for this remark-
able technology. Now, that’s
proven science-based protection.

The finest optics: And buy one, get
one FREE! Eagle Eyes® has the highest cus-
tomer satisfaction of any item in our 20 year 
history. We are so excited for you to try the
Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technology that
we will give you a second pair of Eagle
Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses FREE––a
$99 value!
That’s two pairs to protect your eyes 
with the best technology available for 
less than the price of one pair of traditional
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators
with stainless steel black frames and the
other with stainless steel gold, plus one
hard zipper case and one micro-fiber draw-
string cleaning pouch are included. Keep
one pair in your pocket and one in your car.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
If you are not astounded with the Eagle
Eyes® technology, enjoying clearer, sharper
and more glare-free vision, simply return
one pair within 60 days for a full refund of
the purchase price. The other pair is yours 
to keep. No one else has such confidence 
in their optic technology.Don’t leave your
eyes in the hands of fashion designers, 
entrust them to the best scientific minds on
earth. Wear your Eagle Eyes® Navigators

with absolute confidence, knowing your
eyes are protected with technology that was
born in space for the human race.

Urgent: Special Summer Driving Notice

Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You’ll 
immediately notice that your eyes are more 
comfortable and relaxed and you’ll feel no need to
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1. Notice the mule’s head? 
Inmates were forced to 
ride this device, nick-
named “Morgan’s Mule,” 
as a form of punishment. 
Riders had to constantly 
struggle to stay balanced 
on the narrow, uncom-
fortable plank body. Some 
intransigent guards were 
also sent to the mule.

2. Soldiers of the Union 
4th Invalid Corps regi-
ment, the first unit to 
guard the camp, wear the 
distinctive sky-blue jackets 
of their corps. Men who 
had incurred disabilities 
during previous service 
that kept them from 
front-line duty served in 
the Invalid Corps. The 
unpopular name Invalid 
Corps was later changed to 
Veteran Reserve Corps.



ROCK ISLAND ROLL CALL
ROCK ISLAND, ILL., is not far from where the Mississippi River makes a hard turn to the west 
as it meanders between Iowa and Illinois. Mark Twain called the three-mile-long and half-mile-wide island 
“charming,” but the Confederates incarcerated in the Rock Island Prison Barracks would not have shared that 
opinion. Construction of the prison, a portion of which is pictured here, began in August 1863. That December 
the first batch of inmates arrived, 488 men who had been captured at Lookout Mountain, Tenn. Conditions could 
be rough at Rock Island. Prisoners froze to death in the winter, and both guards and Rebels died of smallpox. 
The worst month of that outbreak was February 1864, when the disease claimed the lives of 350 prisoners and 10 
guards. Fortunately, conditions improved, and the death toll gradually decreased. This image of the prison shows 
guards and inmates turned out for roll call. The orderly ranks and neatly whitewashed barracks give little clue to 
the hardships of the place. The federal government also maintained an arsenal on the island, which still produces 
materiel for the U.S. military today. The 12-acre prison camp is gone, however, save for cemeteries holding the 
remains of Confederate prisoners and Union guards who died there, surrounded by the waters of Old Man River.

1

2

3. Eighty-Four barracks, 
each 22-by-100 feet, were 
constructed to house 120 
prisoners apiece. Union 
Quartermaster General 
Montgomery C. Meigs 
specified that the barracks 
be built in the “roughest 
and cheapest manner—
mere shanties, with no fine 
work about them.” Some 
prisoners sheltered in 
tents until all the barracks 
were completed.

4.The Confederate POWs 
at Rock Island were from 
Western Theater battles, 
and they were given the 
opportunity to “galvanize,” 
or take the Oath of Alle-
giance to the United States 
to fight Indians or serve 
in the U.S. Navy. Prisoner 
Lafayette Rogan lamented 
that 644 “traitors to our 
country” had agreed to 
serve in the U.S. Navy by 
February 9, 1864.

5. The rows of prisoners 
stretch into the distance. 
The camp held 8,594 
Confederates at its peak, 
and more than 12,000 were 
incarcerated there during 
the prison’s 20 months of 
use. In total, 1,964 pris-
oners died at Rock Island, 
most during the harsh 
winter of 1863-1864, when 
Lafayette Rogan noted 
that it was “30 below zero” 
on January 1. 
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By Gary W. Gallagher

AN EARLY SCENE IN STEVEN SPIELBERG’S 
film Lincoln suggests that the Gettysburg Address resonated powerfully with the 
loyal citizenry of the United States. Set at night, the sequence depicts the presi-
dent with Union soldiers who are preparing to embark for the campaign against 
Wilmington, N.C., during the war’s last winter. Lincoln initially speaks with a 
pair of black men, but their conversation is interrupted when two white infantry- 
men walk up. Both had been at Gettysburg in November 1863, they say, and 
heard Lincoln’s dedicatory remarks for the military cemetery. To the president’s 
obvious discomfort, they begin to quote the language of his address but falter 
when they reach the last part. Lincoln instructs them to get on with the process 
of boarding, then turns back to the black men, one of whom, as he walks away, 
recites the final section of the address that calls for “a new birth of freedom.” 
Viewers would conclude that, just over a year after Lincoln delivered his address, 
it was already so famous that soldiers, black and white, had memorized it.

REVISITING THE
GETTYSBURG

ADDRESS
ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S “HALF DOZEN LINES OF
CONSECRATION” GOT LITTLE ATTENTION IN 1863

Most people who watched Lincoln 
probably found this entirely plausible. 
After all, the Gettysburg Address is 
the best-known presidential speech in 
American history. The most influen-
tial book on the address, Garry Wills’ 
Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That 
Remade America (1992), argues that 
the “vast throng of thousands” who 
streamed away from Evergreen Cem-
etery on November 19, 1863, ventured 
“into a different America. Lincoln had 
revolutionized the Revolution, giving 
people a new past to live with that 
would change their future indefi nitely.” 
Far more important than the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which had been 
“only a military measure, an exigency 
of war,” the remarks at Gettysburg set 
a goal for “a nation trying to live up to 
the vision in which it was conceived.” 

Whether most citizens in 1863 
would have equated Lincoln’s phrase 
“a new birth of freedom” with emanci-
pation will be the subject of a future 
installment of “Insight,” but for now I 
will note that Wills and many others 
who have written about the address 
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accord very little attention to its con-
temporary reception. Their readers 
likely assume that such a famous 
speech must have been widely dis-
cussed. In fact, Lincoln’s brief remarks 
occasioned surprisingly little comment 
before his death. Edward Everett’s 
long oration, which is usually treated 
as a long-winded prelude to Lincoln’s 
profound comments, gained far more 
attention at the time. 

Testimony from within the cabi-
net and the president’s inner circle 
illustrates this phenomenon. Treasury 
Secretary Salmon P. Chase mentioned 
Lincoln’s departure for Gettysburg 
on November 18, but letters dated 
November 19, 23 and 25 do not 
allude to the content of the address. 
Chase told his daughter Kate that 
he did not accompany the president 

because too much work crowded his 
desk. Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles, though “strongly urged by the 
President to attend the ceremonials 
at Gettysburg,” begged off traveling 
to Pennsylvania with Lincoln, plead-
ing that he “could not spare the time.” 
Welles’ extensive diary offers no com-
ment on the speech’s substance. Both 
Chase and Welles expressed far more 
interest in the president’s upcoming 
message to Congress that would ref-
erence both emancipation and black 
military service. 

John Hay, Lincoln’s young sec-
retary who accompanied him to 
Gettysburg, left only a perfunctory 
description of the program: “Mr 
Everett spoke as he always does per-
fectly—and the President in a firm 
free way, with more grace than is his 
wont said his half dozen lines of con-
secration and the music wailed and 
we went home through crowded and 
cheering streets.” Another attendee, 
Commissioner of Public Buildings 
Benjamin Brown French, similarly 
praised Edward Everett, who brought 
“his audience to tears many times 
during his masterly effort.” As for 
the president, he uttered “a few brief, 
but most appropriate words.” 

Newspapers gave far less space to 
Lincoln’s remarks than to Everett’s 
two-hour oration. Advance copies of 
the latter went to papers in some 
large cities, which allowed them to 
publish the entire text accompanied 
by editorial comment. The brief text 
of Lincoln’s speech arrived late in 
the day by telegraph, leaving time 
only for hasty typesetting with lit-
tle or no commentary. For example, 
The New York Times printed Lin-
coln’s remarks without any analy- 
sis, preceded by “The President 
then delivered the following dedi- 
catory speech” and followed by 
“Three cheers were then given 

for the President and the Governors 
of the States.” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Newspaper buried the text of Lincoln’s  
remarks deep inside the issue under 
the headline “The Gettysburg Cel-
ebration”—just after “To My Little 

Brother,” a forgettable poem, and an 
article titled “A Japanese Legend.”

Contrary to the scene in Lincoln, 
soldiers seem to have manifested little 
curiosity about Lincoln’s words. Typi-
cal was the response of Lieutenant 
Frank A. Haskell, a member of Brig. 
Gen. John Gibbon’s staff who attended 
the November 19 program. The author 
of a famous account of the battle writ-
ten immediately after Robert E. Lee 
retreated from Pennsylvania, Haskell 
dismissed the dedication in a letter to 
his brother on November 20: “We had 
little interest in the ceremonies, and I 
shall not attempt to describe them.” A 
Pennsylvania sergeant, like Haskell 
present on November 19, pronounced 
Everett’s speech “elegant” but said 
nothing about Lincoln’s.

Senator Charles Sumner of Mas-
sachusetts, who offered a retrospective 
judgment of the Gettysburg Address 
in a eulogy delivered in Boston on 
June 1, 1865, applauded how the presi-
dent had given his life to make good 
on the promise of the Declaration of 
Independence. The speech “uttered at 
the field of Gettysburg, and now sanc-
tified by the martyrdom of its author,” 
said Sumner, “is a monumental act….
The world noted at once what he said, 
and will never cease to remember it.” 

Sumner was only partly correct—
the world had not taken much notice 
in late 1863. But the United States’ 
victory in the war, the accomplishment 
of emancipation as part of that vic-
tory, and Lincoln’s assassination and 
civic apotheosis all helped elevate the 
speech to a position that stands out 
boldly, if anachronistically, in Spiel-
berg’s Lincoln. ✯

NEWSPAPERS GAVE
FAR LESS SPACE TO

LINCOLN’S
REMARKS THAN

TO EVERETT’S
TWO-HOUR
ORATION
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1.

Confederates captured the Harpers Ferry 
armory one week after the war began, 
and took its arms-making machinery 
and patterns to Richmond to make these
muskets. They were modeled on the
U.S. Model 1855 rifle musket, and many 

THE CONFEDERACY may have struggled at times to supply its soldiers, but its armies never lost Y
a battle due to a shortage of weapons or ammunition. Imported and captured long arms were used 

in great abundance by the gray-clads, but from Virginia to Texas, Southern arms manufacturers also turned out 
thousands of serviceable, reliable muzzle-loading muskets to issue to Rebel troops.

Richmond lock plates featured an odd
hump under the hammer, which was a
vestige of where a tape primer system was
located on the Model 1855.

2.

William Glaze established the Palmetto

Armory before the war to make weapons
for the South Carolina militia. His
manufactory became the largest south 
of Harpers Ferry. This smoothbore was
a copy of the U.S. Model 1842, but used
brass barrel bands instead of iron, and the
lock was stamped with a Palmetto Tree.
The muskets cost $14 apiece. Glaze later 
recalled that in 1865 William T. Sherman’s
Union soldiers “burned my machine shop.” 

5REBELLIOUS
LONG ARMS

����
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3.

While the captured Harpers Ferry rifle 
musket machinery went to Richmond 
in 1861, the equipment to make the U.S. 
Model 1855 two-band rifle was sent to 
Fayetteville, N.C., and used to make these 
weapons and their accompanying sword 
bayonets. When the rifles were completed 
in 1862, the Fayetteville Observer rightfully 
declared, “we think it the handsomest 
specimen of small arms, rifle or musket, 
we have ever seen.” Production ended in 
March 1865. 

4.

Records for the Tyler Ordnance Works 
are incomplete, but it appears production 
began in Arkansas and moved to Texas in 
1863. Tyler rifles were based on the U.S. 
Model 1841 rifle, but the 200 workmen 
employed at the Tyler works made these 
hybrid muskets for the Trans-Mississippi 
Theater out of a mix of random military 
weapon and sporting rifle components. 
Very few Tyler rifles survive, and they are 
among the rarest of Confederate arms.

5.

Rebel Western Theater cavalrymen 
frequently used the two-band rifle 
produced by brothers Ferdinand and 
Francis Cook as a carbine. By 1864, the 
Confederate government was unable 
to pay for the weapons, and the armory 
workmen served as the 23rd Battalion 
Georgia State Guard under Major 
Ferdinand Cook’s command. He was killed 
at Goose Pond, S.C., in December 1864.
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with John Grady

ONLY ONE STATUE 
on Richmond’s Monument Avenue por-
trays a military figure not on a horse. That 
man, seated beneath a giant globe, is 
Matthew Maury, the U.S. naval officer and 
head of the National Observatory who 
resigned to serve in the Confederacy. John 
Grady (at left) spent 10 years researching 
Maury’s life, and his 2015 book Matthew 
Maury: Father of Oceanography highlights 
the Virginian’s tumultuous career, contri-
butions and disappointments. A proslavery 
propagandist as well as a military inno-

vator, Maury harnessed the power of data to transform the under-
standing of ocean currents and the weather.

CWT: How did Maury get into the Navy 
and launch his career?
JG: His formal education was only a few 
years, and he wrote his own letter of invitation 
to get into the Navy. He made two voyages 
that influenced his career. During shore leave 
he wrote his first treatise on navigation. It won 
rave reviews. He was also on the first circum-
navigation of the globe by a U.S. warship.  

CWT: But he ended up serving on land. Why? 
JG: Injured in a stagecoach accident in 1839 
in Ohio, he became permanently lame. That 
threw his naval career into limbo. He began 
writing seriously, first on naval reform and 
cost overruns. He threw his experiences at sea 
into his writing, most prominently the Physical 
Geography of the Sea, published in 1855.

CWT: He also had a hand in fixing the 
transatlantic cable.
JG: The original cable was too heavy and kept 
snapping. Maury suggested gutta-percha for 
insulating the wires—which was used success-
fully in the 1857-58 installation.

REBEL NAVY
PATHFINDER
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CWT: What was he doing just 
before the Civil War began? 
JG: He was superintendent of the 
National Observatory when they 
started collecting logbooks from Navy 
and merchant seamen, to decipher the 
best routes. What had been the tradi-
tional route to Rio from Baltimore, for 
example, was to sail toward Africa and 
let the trade winds carry you back to 
Rio. Maury and William L. Whiting 
found from the logs that if you hugged 
the coast of South America you could 
cut the time from 55 to 37 days. The 
Navy began applying these techniques 
to major trading routes and produced 
the great naval wind and sea charts. 

CWT: Why was that important?
JG: Southerners were looking at 
getting cotton, tobacco and indigo to 
places where they could trade it for 
goods and money. What were the best 
routes to Le Havre, Liverpool and 
London? With cotton, for example, 
the idea was to move it closest to 
where it was being turned into fab-
ric—Manchester, reachable by canal 
from Liverpool. 

CWT: What was his view of slavery?
JG: He led a movement called the 
Southern Commercial Convention 
that advocated the spread of slavery, 
and promoted a Navy expedition into 
the Amazon led by his brother-in-law, 
Commander William Herndon, to 
expand slavery. 
 
CWT: Did he himself own slaves?
JG: I can only find reference to one 
slave who they had at the superinten-
dent’s quarters in Washington. 

CWT: What were Maury’s views 
on the eve of the war?
JG: When Virginia seceded, he long 
debated what he should do. Even-
tually he went to [Secretary of the 
Navy] Gideon Welles’ office and dis-
cussed the rioting in Baltimore, when 
Massachusetts troops were coming to 
Washington. He resigned that same 
day, then went to Richmond and was 
named to the governor’s advisory 

council, a de facto defense department 
with ministries of navy and army. 

CWT: What were his most significant 
contributions to the Confederacy? 
JG: He was not acknowledged for 
developing electrically detonated 
mines and torpedoes—perfecting 
them, and defending the James River. 
When Jefferson Davis acknowledged 
how important that was for the de- 
fense of Richmond, Maury’s name 
was not there. Maury’s colleague 
Hunter Davidson said, “Davis never 
acknowledged anything we did.” 

CWT: Why is Maury so overlooked?
JG: Maury had been almost forced 
into retirement at one point in his 
naval career, and the antagonism 
among his peers never ended. 

CWT: Maury also had a scheme to use 
gunboats, along with mines on land. 
JG: He thought if you had mines and 
little boats armed with two swivel 
guns, you could push Union landing 
forces back into Pamlico Sound or the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

CWT: How did that work out?
JG: The small shipyards they expected 
to build them didn’t have parts; 
[Secretary of the Navy Stephen] 
Mallory could never get enough steam 
engines. They expected carpenters and 
shipwrights in the ranks to help out 
with construction during winter, but 
Davis—on Lee’s suggestion—kept all 
soldiers at winter quarters. It was a 
million dollar fiasco.

CWT: Next Maury was dispatched 
to Europe. 
JG: When he went to Great Britain, 
he sent back material on using land 
mines to hold fortifications. And he 
was trying to buy commerce raiders 
and build ships. Some did get into the 
war, oceangoing ironclads designed to 
terrorize Northern ports. But they got 
there too late, and the engines were bad. 

CWT: What else did he do?
JG: He was also a propagandist, 
whose role in trying to get recognition 
for the Confederacy in Europe was 
probably greater than that of any other 
diplomat or officer. He was known 
throughout the scientific community. 
But he paid a horrible price: He was 
in exile from his family for years. His 
oldest son Richard was wounded and 
left crippled, and his son John went 
MIA at Vicksburg. Maury returned to 
become the No. 2 person at VMI. 

CWT: Maury also envisioned 
weather forecasting. 
JG: He had proposed it back in 
1853, saying, “We know that weather 
basically moves west to east, and if 
we have snowstorm in Scotts Bluff, 
Neb., we know it will be in St. Louis, 
Mo., in X amount of time. Why don’t 
we collect this data and publish it 
instantaneously with the telegraph, so 
farmers can know when storms were 
coming, or plan for freezes?” Secretary 
of the Smithsonian Joseph Henry 
opposed it. Maury’s reputation was in 
such shreds after the war that he never 
got a hearing, though he had popular 
support in the Midwest. Resistance  
continued up to his death in 1873. 

CWT: What should Matthew Maury 
be remembered for?
JG: He earned a special place as 
someone who could draw together 
communities of different scientific 
areas. His most lasting contributions 
were the National Weather Service 
and the study of the oceans.

Interview conducted by Senior Editor 
Sarah Richardson

MAURY WAS KNOWN
THROUGHOUT THE

SCIENTIFIC
COMMUNITY.
BUT HE PAID A
HORRIBLE PRICE
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IN 1862 UNION LIEUTENANT BRINKERHOFF 
Miner’s Signal Corps station (related story, P. 38) was positioned atop the Civil War’s most famous 
monadnock. Miner served on Sugarloaf Mountain, on the Maryland side of the Potomac near Poolesville. 
A.R. Waud’s sketch, above, shows a Union camp at Sugarloaf ’s base in September 1862. Sugarloaf 
is a topographic icon in the D.C. metropolitan region, a lone mountain rising up from otherwise flat 
surroundings—in geological terms, a monadnock. Signal stations atop Sugarloaf took advantage of its 
commanding views for much of the war. It must have been incredible to watch the Army of Northern 
Virginia ford the Potomac into Maryland on September 5, as Lieutenant Miner did. Unfortunately for the 
signalman, the Confederates were aware they were being watched and sent a cavalry detachment up the 
mountain. Though the Union officer and his assistant managed to escape for a time, they were eventually 
captured, bringing an end to their Maryland Campaign. “Marched today by Sugarloaf ” is a common refrain 
in soldier diaries and letters, and while Sugarloaf today lures hikers rather than troops, it still commands 
attention. Clearly visible from our offices, it’s a looming reminder of when war was upon the land. –D.B.S.

BACKYARD LANDMARK
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN COMMANDS ATTENTION
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AN UNCOMMON LOOK
AT THE

common
soldier

H 
arrisburg was an important center of industry in the 
19th century, where many turnpikes, railroads and 
canals crossed and intersected, and its centrality 
made it an excellent location for the Union’s larg-
est training camp. Over the course of the war, more 
than 300,000 recruits would learn to be soldiers 

at Camp Curtin. ¶ The men of Company D did not have to travel far 
to join the army, as most of them were from Harrisburg or surrounding 
Dauphin County. Some recruits did come from other areas, including a 
small group from Berks County, east of Harrisburg, one from the Pitts-
burgh area and one from the northeastern part of the state. There was 
also one recent immigrant from Germany. ¶  But most of the men in 
Company D had known each other for most of their lives, and many of 
them likely knew their first captain, George A. Brooks. Captain Brooks 
was shot through the head at Antietam and did not survive, but his fam-
ily still holds his papers, which include mess lists scratched on notepa-
per. Messes were informal groups of men who had often been friends 
before the war. Mess groupings helped soldiers share camp duties such 
as cooking, and also assisted commanders in tracking equipment. Brooks’ 
papers, for example, contain lists from each mess for equipment lost in 
the First Battle of Winchester on May 25, 1862. Entries include import-
ant gear, “gun,” as well as mundane items, “spoons.” The enlisted men of 
Company D divided into six messes of between 14 and 16 men, a fairly 
large number, as sometimes messes could be as small as six soldiers. The 
messes would not have remained the same over the course of the conflict, 
as men left and joined the company. Brothers Amos and John Wenrich 
of Mess 3, for example, both died during the war. Amos drowned in the 
Potomac River, and John was killed at Gettysburg. The unique mess lists 
that the 46th Pennsylvania soldiers left behind in Captain Brooks’ archive 
provide an opportunity to place their vital statistics into graphs that can 
help us understand them as individuals, dealing with war’s hardships and 
the lasting scars, physical and mental, that they all suffered as a result. 

BY BENJAMIN E. MYERS�

	 	

On September 2, 1861, 
91 men reported to Camp 
Curtin in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania’s capital, to 
enlist in the Union Army. 
Assigned to Company D of 
the 46th Pennsylvania 
Infantry, the farmers, 
laborers, carpenters and 

schoolboys of the company 
didn’t suffer as many losses 
as some others, but members 

still saw their share of 
brutal hand-to-hand combat 

and strenuous marches 
through mud, snow and 
stifling heat. Almost 20 

percent would never return 
home. When we focus on the 
information of record for 

each individual in 
Company D, and place groups 

of that information into 
data graphics, this group of 

91 men can serve as the 
model of a common soldier.

For more info and graphs that tell the 
story of these common soldiers, see the 

website benjmyers.com/model-company.
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Mud March, January 1863:

“Horses and mules dropped
down dead, exhausted with
the effort to move their 
loads through the hideous 
medium.” —A New York Times reporter

Atlanta, Summer 1864:

The 46th lost 
almost 50 
percent of 
its men in a 
single battle 
at Peach 
Tree Creek.

COMPANY D

BATTLE
SCARS

The 46th Pennsylvania served in several different Union 
Army organizations. Major General Nathaniel Banks 
commanded the regiment in the 1862 Shenandoah Valley 

Campaign, and the Pennsylvanians were part of the Army of Virginia 
at the August 9, 1862, Battle of Cedar Mountain, where the regiment 
lost 31 killed, 102 wounded and 111 taken prisoner out of 504 men, on 
one of its worst days in the war. By Antietam, the 46th was part of Maj. 
Gen. Joseph K. Mansfield’s XII Corps of the Army of the Potomac, and 
remained there until it was transferred to the Western Theater after 
Gettysburg as part of the XX Corps of the Army of the Cumberland. 
The 46th fought its way to Atlanta and then joined the March to the 
Sea. Captain Joseph Matchett recalled later that the sound of “bursting 
shells” and the “roll of musketry” meant that “death was reaping his 
harvest; the old Forty-sixth had been there many a time....”

�
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AGE & HEIGHT

OCCUPATIONS

Friends, neighbors and family 
members from the same Keystone 
State hometowns comprised the 
messes that made up Company D. 
The majority of Mess 1’s men were 
from the towns of Millersburg and 
New Buffalo, north of Harrisburg. 
Almost all of Mess 2 came from 
Halifax. Messes 3 and 4 hailed 
from East and West Hanover 
townships. Mess 5 had a group 
of five men from Birdsboro, in 
Berks County, and Mess 6 was 
made up of groups from Halifax, 
West Hanover Township and 
Harrisburg. Recruiting patterns 
such as these meant communities 
could be devastated by casualties.
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HOMETOWN 
BOYS

Harrisburg

National average and 
Company D average

Company D average

National average

Nationally, 48 percent of soldiers were farmers, but only 20 percent 
of Company D’s men farmed. A much higher percentage, 44 percent, 
worked as carpenters, laborers and teamsters. Joseph Albert of Mess 1 
was the company’s lone collier, a worker who made charcoal for iron 
furnaces. There was also a much higher percentage of men (32 percent 
compared to 5 percent nationally) involved in commercial fields, 
like tailors and shoemakers. This is probably due to the variety of 
commercial occupations in Harrisburg and the surrounding region. 

Company D’s men were about average, compared to most 
Federals, in terms of age and height. While the unit’s youngest 
recorded soldier was 18 years old, we know that some boys lied 
about their ages. Henry Weidensaul of Mess 5 was actually 
15 years old when he enlisted, though on the muster roll he 
claimed to be a 19-year-old schoolboy. Weidensaul made it 
through the war and was discharged as a first sergeant. He must 
have found army life to his liking, for he served another three-
year term, from 1867 to 1870. 
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In the graph above, “Wounded” means a 
soldier was discharged due to wounds. Many 
wounded men returned to service or never left, 

so they are not included in the wounded category. Official 
records indicate that almost 30 percent of the Union Army 
was killed in action, missing or died of disease. Company D
fared slightly better—18 percent of its original men were 
killed, missing or died. But while 3 percent of men were 
killed in action nationally, 11 percent of Company D sufferedff
that fate, attesting to the brutality of their four years of 
service. Twenty-one percent of Messes 1 and 3 were killed 
in action. When disease victims are added to that number 
for both messes, it shows one in four men in Mess 1 didn’t 
return home, and one in three men in Mess 3 didn’t. Company 
D fought in several large engagements, suffering its worst 
battlefield losses at Cedar Mountain, Va., in 1862, and Peach
Tree Creek, Ga., in 1864. In both those battles, 50 percent of 
the company was killed, wounded or went missing. 

COMPANY D

FATE

�

National

Company D

Mess 1

Mess 2

Mess 3

Mess 4

Mess 5

Mess 6

OffiO cers

Transferred Mustered out Discharged
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After the war, July 1865:

When the 46th was mustered out 
of service, 44 of the original men 
were present—48 percent of those 
who had originally enlisted.

Surrender, April 1865:

The 46th 
occupied 
Raleigh, 
N.C., on 
April 14, 
having 
marched 
over 400 
miles in 
50 days.

Deserted MIA Wounded DiedKIA/died from wounds



32    CIVIL WAR TIMES   AUGUST 2016

Methodist Bishop Matthew Simpson quoted his friend 
Abraham Lincoln frequently during the assassinated president’s 
funeral on May 4, 1865, in Springfield, Ill. One quote in par-
ticular conjured up an evil threat that Lincoln had perceived 
in the United States back in 1839, when he said in a speech: 
“Broken by it I too may be; bow to it I never will. The prob-
ability that we may fail in the struggle ought not to deter us 
from the support of a cause which we believe to be just; it shall 
not deter me.” Bishop Simpson’s message was clear: Here was 
testament to the fact that even in his youth the beloved mar-
tyr had dedicated himself to the great struggle against the Slave 
Power. Actually, however, Lincoln’s 1839 speech had said noth-
ing explicit about slavery, focusing instead on banking, industry 
and immigrant labor. ¶ We shouldn’t find that surprising, since 
in his more than three decades of public life Lincoln probably 
talked more about economics and labor than any other issue, 
slavery included. The majority of those comments preceded 
his time in the limelight and have since gone largely unnoticed. 
But they make it clear that long before he became the Great 
Emancipator, Lincoln was the Great Immigrant Advocate—
during an era when immigration was just as controversial as it is 
today. ¶ Between 1840 and 1860, 4½ million newcomers arrived 
in the United States, most of them from Ireland, the German 
states and Scandinavian countries. Many more crossed back 
and forth across the border with Mexico, newly drawn in 1848.  

A DIFFERENT

WORLD
BY JASON H. SILVERMAN

�
ABE LINCOLN’S
HARDSCRABBLE UPBRINGING
TAUGHT HIM TO VALUE

IMMIGRATION
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T
WO EVENTS FOR-

EVER INFLUENCED 

LINCOLN’S VIEW 

OF IMMIGRANTS: 

HIS TRAVELS AT A 

YOUNG AGE DOWN 

THE MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER, AND HIS 

VISITS TO THE PORT 

OF NEW ORLEANS IN THE 

COURSE OF THOSE JOURNEYS. 

THOSE TRIPS EXPOSED HIM 

TO THE SIGHTS, SOUNDS AND 

TASTES OF A WORLD THAT HE 

COULD HITHERTO ONLY HAVE 

DREAMED ABOUT. 

At 19, when he was finally freed of obliga-
tions to his father and the family farm, Lincoln 
set off in 1828 from Sangamon County, Ill., on 
his first flatboat journey to New Orleans. He 
took another flatboat trip to New Orleans three 
years later, in 1831. He and some companions 
headed down the Mississippi on a raft, complete 
with a log cabin, barrels and hogs, no doubt 
wide-eyed at everything they saw along the way. 
Though Lincoln himself did not write or speak 
of those trips later in life, save for brief descrip-
tions of his preparations for the journey and a 
couple of incidents in Illinois, some contempo-
raries did, including his traveling mates. William 
Herndon, Lincoln’s law partner and biographer, 
at one point interviewed John Hanks, who had 
joined Lincoln on the 1831 trip to New Orleans 
along with his stepbrother John Johnston and 
employer Dennis Offutt. Hanks, the cousin of 
Lincoln’s biological mother, told Herndon: “In 
May we landed in N.O….I Can say Knowingly 
that it was on this trip that he formed his opin-
ions…it ran its iron in him then & there—May 
1831. I have heard him say—often & often.”

New Orleans was the largest city young Lin-
coln had ever seen, and so it would remain until 
1848, when he stepped onto the national stage 
as a newly elected congressman. More impor-
tant, it was America’s most ethnically and cul-
turally diverse city during the early 19th century. 
While the future president would briefly visit 
Niagara Falls, in Canada, in 1857, his visits to 
New Orleans were the closest he ever came to 
spending time in an international city. His ex- 

peri ences there exposed him to a variety of cultures, races, ethnicities, reli-
gions, languages, classes, cuisines and architectures. Virtually everywhere 
he went in New Orleans, Lincoln also experienced ethnic tensions, in the 
streets and in his interactions with residents. And those palpable stresses 
were reflected in the press. New Orleans newspapers, which were prone to 
blame the city’s problems on one group of immigrants or another, often 
ran inflammatory pieces foreshadowing the American, or Know Nothing, 
Party, which would rise to prominence and exploit American xenophobia 
in the 1850s. 

Lincoln would also have seen firsthand the difficulties that some 
immigrants experienced in acclimating to a city heavily populated by for-
eign-born inhabitants. The French-descended Creoles in particular—who 
had managed to establish alliances with German and Irish immigrants—
were having problems in dealing with native-born Americans. Looking 
back on what he had observed in his travels, Lincoln forcefully opposed 
the nativist movement of the 1850s and the Know-Nothing Party.

Though Lincoln never wrote about his views of New Orleans, we know 
that he edited William Dean Howells’ text of the official 1860 campaign 
biography. Howells had originally written a paean to “the many-negroed 
planter of the sugar-coast, and the patriarchal creole of Louisiana,” but 
the amended version described New Orleans as “that cosmopolitan port, 
where the French voyageur and the rude hunter that trapped the beaver 
on the Osage and the Missouri, met the polished old-world exile, and the 
tongues of France, Spain, and England made babel in the streets.”

The future president’s two flatboat journeys also helped him under-
stand just how vast the nation was. And they brought the realization that, 
by controlling the unsettled domains in Illinois, the state could accelerate 
the influx of immigrants who would bring economic growth. As a whole, 
Lincoln’s early travels played a crucial role in forming his core Whig social 
and economic philosophies, such as free labor, transportation moderniza-
tion, internal improvements and the need to attract immigration.

He also worked with Swedish immigrants while serving as a militia 
captain during the 1831-32 Black Hawk War, as several were on the mus-
ter rolls of his company. Lincoln was a 37-year-old freshman member of 
Congress when the first Swedish settlement, the Bishop Hill colony, was 
created in Illinois. By the time he went to Washington, Illinois’ prairies 
were studded with nearly two dozen Swedish communities, and local 
newspapers reported favorably on the newcomers. 

Lincoln befriended the Rev. Lars Paul Esbjörn, a Swedish professor 
at Illinois University in Springfield. When Robert Lincoln was studying 
there under Esbjörn, Lincoln frequently called on the professor to discuss 

��
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his son’s studies and served on the school’s Board of Directors. Esbjörn, as 
a member of the city council of Princeton, Ill., was an outspoken oppo-
nent of “strong drink” as well as slavery, and Lincoln liked him because 
they shared similar political beliefs. Esbjörn became one of Lincoln’s loyal 
supporters, and his sons enlisted in the Union Army—one of whom would 
become the first Swedish soldier to fall in battle.

As was common among Americans during the mid-19th century, 
Lincoln’s views of immigrants were complicated, reflecting cultural and 
racial prejudices of the era. In his day many simply classed all immi-
grants, no matter their country of origin, as foreigners or savages. But the 
future presi dent tended to see each individual and group as distinctive. 
Because he perceived the diversity of these groups, his relationships with 
individuals of different ethnicities varied. 

Like most Westerners, however, Lincoln had a low opinion of Latin 
American civilization, and his references to Latinos were never flatter-
ing. During one of his famous debates with Stephen Douglas at Gales-
burg, Ill., on October 7, 1858, Lincoln attacked the concept of popular 
sovereignty—Douglas’ notion that the people of a territory should decide 
the slavery issue for themselves—by asking a hypothetical question about 
whether Douglas would apply the doctrine if the United States were to 
acquire Mexico where the inhabitants were “nonwhite.” Lincoln asserted, 
“When we shall get Mexico, I don’t know whether the Judge [Douglas] 
will be in favor of the Mexican people that we get with it…because we 
know the Judge has a great horror for mongrels, and I understand that the 
people of Mexico are most decidedly a race of mongrels.” He continued, 
“I understand that there is not more than one person there out of eight 
who is pure white, and I suppose from the Judge’s previous declaration 
that when we get Mexico or any considerable portion of it, that he will be 
in favor of these mongrels settling the question, which would bring him 
somewhat into collision with his horror of an inferior race.”

Even if we make allowances for the fact that the foregoing comments 

were part of an intense debate, it’s still worth 
noting Lincoln also made derogatory comments 
about His panics in speeches—with no apparent 
motive. In describing Cubans, for example, Lin-
coln pulled no punches. “Their butchery was, as 
it seemed to me,” Lincoln said in 1852, “most 
unnecessary and inhuman,” and that they “were 
neither desirous of, nor fit for, civil liberty.” 

In a patriotic speech delivered in 1859, 
extolling the innovation and brilliance of “Young 
America” as contrasted with the “Old Fogy” 
countries, and crediting Americans’ technologi-
cal success to their powers of observation and 
interest in experimenting, Lincoln asked, “But 
for the difference in habit of observation, why 
did Yankees, almost instantly, discover gold in 
California, which had been trodden upon, and 
overlooked by Indians and Mexican greasers, 
for centuries?” In that same speech he made one 
of his few recorded remarks about people from 
Asiatic nations, the nonwhite group with whom 
he had had the least contact, claiming that intel-
lectual curiosity and scientific progress were the 
exclusive domain of the Western world: “They 
may think this is arrogance; but they cannot 
deny that Russia has called on us to show her 
how to build steamboats and railroads—while in 
older parts of Asia, they scarcely know that such 
things as steamboats and railroads exist.”

It’s clear that, like many other 19th-century 
nationalists, Lincoln pandered to his audiences 
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in emphasizing American attributes and accomplishments. But he appar-
ently put his money where his mouth was when it came to immigrant 
groups that he did support. During his less than successful single term 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, Lincoln contributed $10 ($500 in 
today’s money) to the Irish Relief Fund during the Great Famine. Per-
haps that was because his first teacher in Hodgen ville, Ky., had been of 
Irish descent. Whether that was a factor or not, we know that Lincoln was 
always interested in Irish culture. He memorized and recited Irish nation-
alist Robert Emmet’s “Speech from the Dock,” emphasizing the closing 
words: “When my country takes her place among the nations of the earth, 
then and not till then, let my epitaph be written. I have done.” And we 
know his favorite ballad was a poem by Helen Selina, Lady Dufferin, “The 
Lament of the Irish Emigrant,” set to music.

Lincoln often resorted to Irish analogies, sometimes caustic and per-
haps a bit insulting, to make a point. His first recorded jibe about a poor 
Irishman comes from one of his congressional speeches on the need for 
sensible internal improvements, in which he described the plight of a man 
with new boots: “ ‘I shall niver git ’em on,’ says Patrick, ‘till I wear ’ em a day 
or two, and stretch ’em a little.’ ” 

Late in the Civil War, one of Lincoln’s contemporaries recalled: “There 
was a cabinet meeting that afternoon. General Grant who had just 
returned, gave a very interesting account of the state in the South, and the 
good feeling manifested by the officers of the Confederate army, who all 
said that they were ready to lay down their arms and go home to work. 
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Something was said about hunting up ‘Jeff Davis,’ and Mr. Lincoln said 
he hoped ‘he would be like Paddy’s flea,’ when they got their fingers on 
him he would not be there.’” The president often used jokes, including 
references to ethnic stereotypes, to soften a message of mercy, or to conceal 
a willful blindness to past wrongs. Typically, however, his jests were neither 
harsh nor terribly racist compared to those of his contemporaries.  

Soon after the Republican Party was formed in 1854, the newly cre-
ated anti-immigrant Know Nothings drifted into the new party, and they 
wanted Republicans to adopt an anti-immigrant stand. Lincoln refused. 
When he ran for president, he opposed any change in the naturalization 
laws or any state legislation abridging or impairing the rights of citizen-
ship previously accorded to immigrants. He advocated the guaranty of a 
full and efficient protection of the rights of all classes of citizens, whether 
native or naturalized, both at home and abroad. 

Throughout his career, no immigrant group was closer to Lincoln than 
the Germans, who provided him with significant support and praise. We 
also know that Lincoln had an appreciation of German culture. While 
pass ing through Cincinnati on his way to Washington, the president-elect 

was in his hotel room one night when a group of Germans 
visited and serenaded him. Lincoln reportedly listened 

attentively when Frederick Oberkleine spoke for 
the group, saying: “We, the German free work-

ingmen of Cincinnati, avail ourselves of this 
opportunity to assure you [that] should [you] 

be in need of men, the German free work-
ingmen, with others, will rise as one man 
at your call, ready to risk their lives in the 
effort to maintain the victory already 
won by freedom over slavery.” When 
war came, many Germans delivered on 
that promise. 

Lincoln had worked the land with 
his own hands for 15 years, surveyed it 
for five more, and would spend nine-
tenths of his life in agricultural areas. 
As a lawyer practicing land law at times 
and later as a politician representing a 

rural district, he had to pay attention 
to the national debate over the future 

of public lands, real estate taxes, the rela-
tionship between town and country, and the 

importance of foreign-born workers as their 
presence increased in the American labor force. 

Thanks to his own background, he understood the 
challenges faced by immigrants.  

The Civil War drastically reduced immigration levels, 
and the Lincoln administration tried to resolve that situation through 
unofficial State Department efforts, and by aiding the work of state agents. 
But by the end of 1863, the president decided he wanted to do more. His 
annual message to Congress that year included a request to devise a system 
for encouraging immigration because it was a “source of national wealth,” 
and pointing to the war-caused labor shortage and the “tens of thousands 
of persons, destitute of remunerative occupation” who needed assistance 
to come to America. Congress responded favorably, passing Lincoln’s sig-
nature Act to Encourage Immigration on July 4, 1864—the first, last and 
only law in congressional history passed to encourage immigration. 

America never ceased to be the land of opportunity in Abraham Lin-
coln’s eyes, and he was welcoming newcomers to its shores long before 
the Statue of Liberty arrived in New York Harbor. On his way to his 

first inauguration, he encapsulated his views 
on immigrants in this  statement: “I have never 
had a feeling politically that did not spring 
from the sentiments embodied in the Declara-
tion of Independence….It was that which gave 
promise that in due time the weights should be 
lifted from the shoulders of all men, and that all 
should have an equal chance.”

Jason H. Silverman is the Ellison Capers Palmer 
Jr. Professor of History at Winthrop University. 
His latest book is Lincoln and the Immigrant 
(Southern Illinois University Press, 2015),

William Florville (also spelled Fleurville), 
a free Haitian-born man of French-African 
ancestry, found New Orleans a hostile place 
when he spent time there in the 1820s. 
Fearing that he might be kidnapped and 
enslaved, Florville fled to St. Louis. Then, 
in 1831, he made his way to New Salem, Ill., 
where he met Abraham Lincoln. According 
to a county history, Lincoln “learned that 
the stranger was a barber out of money. Mr. 
Lincoln took him to his boardinghouse, and 
told the people his business and situation. 
That opened the way for an evening’s work 
among the boarders.” Lincoln later persuaded 
Florville to move to Springfield. It appears 
Florville, who became quite successful, had a 
flair for advertising, referring to himself as the 
“emperor and Autocrat of all the Barbers” in 
a newspaper ad. He married, raised a family 
and invested in real estate. During the 24 
years Lincoln lived in Springfield, he visited 
his old friend’s East Adams Street barbershop 
for haircuts, affectionately calling him “Billy 
the Barber.” Lincoln’s long friendship with 
Florville may well have been one of the 
reasons that the president established official 
diplomatic relations with Haiti in 1862. When 
Lincoln’s body was sent back to Springfield 
after his assassination, Florville served as one 
of the pallbearers.

��
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In 1861 Louis R. Fortescue was plucked from 
his Pennsylvania regiment and detailed to serve in the Sig-
nal Corps of the Army of the Potomac. The new military 
branch was the brainchild of surgeon Albert J. Myer, and 
used technology based on his 1850s research with the 
deaf and efforts to find an alternative means of commu-
nication to sign language. After developing a system of 
taps that correlated to letters and numbers, Myer real-
ized it could be adapted for military application and 
also coordinated with the use of flags and torches to 
allow forces to communicate even when they were miles 
apart. When the Civil War began, Myer joined Maj. Gen. 
George B. McClellan’s staff and set about recruiting and 
testing 40 officers and 80 enlisted men for his new Signal 
Corps. Twenty-three-year-old 1st Lieutenant Fortescue, from 
Philadelphia, had joined the 29th Pennsylvania Infantry when 
the war began. Though he was a Lincoln Republican who opposed 
slavery, Fortescue enlisted to save the Union. Recruited to the Signal 
Corps in the late summer of 1861, he was one of its original members. His post-
war memoir, based on his wartime diary, offers fascinating insights into the serv-
ice’s early evolution and also the challenges that signal officers and men faced 
in the field, as well as detailed observations on the major battles 
and campaigns of the Eastern Theater through his capture in 1863.

The war in their words

A Pennsylvania officer was among the first to
serve in the Union Signal Corps

by Susannah J. Ural

� �
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[August 25] I little thought when resuming my place in 
line…that this day’s close would mark the end of my mili-
tary career with the 29th Regiment, and that my future war 
service were to be cast in remote places from them.

At noon, while on the march, I was directed by the 
adjutant, W.H. Letford, to report to the colonel at the head 
of the column for detail for special duty. [The colonel] 
imparted to me the information that an order had just been 
received to select two officers for signal service with instruc-
tions to report without delay at the headquarters of General 
[Nathaniel] Banks at Hyattstown…adding that he had cho-
sen Lieutenant Burr of Co. D and myself from the fact that 
having known us both from boyhood, he felt assured that he 
could rely upon us to fittingly represent his regiment in our 
new sphere of duty. It was his impression, he said, that we 
would be required, in connection with the four enlisted men 
we were to take, to master some code of signals necessary to 
his command, and would then be returned to our respective 
companies after an absence of possibly…a few weeks only. 
Happily for us, he was unaware of the intensions [sic] of the 
Chief Signal Officer, Major Myer, to make the detail a per-
manent one, or perhaps we would not have been selected….

[August 26] After a hasty meal of coffee and hard-tack 
I bid my company adieu, and with Ned Burr was off for 
Hyattstown…and in the early afternoon [we]...presented 
ourselves at the tent of General Banks, whom we found to 
be, in this our first interview, a most pleasant and agreeable 
gentleman….

Nathaniel Prentiss Banks was commissioned at the 
breaking out of the war a Major General of Volunteers. 
Having no military training prior to that time, he was 
termed a political general and [was] presumably thus hon-
ored because of his success as a leader in the party then in 
ascendancy…. 

His unassuming affability, always essential in successful 
politics, did not desert him as a military officer, and this 
trait, so readily distinguishable in the army, where martinets 
are as thick as flies in the summer, made him (although his 
achievements in battle were few), a prime favorite with all he 
commanded. This opinion, after a continuous service of more 
than a year at his headquarters, in which frequent pleasing 
intercourse was the rule, remained with me unchanged to the 
close [of the war], and I have naught but the most agreeable 
recollections of my connection with his administration.

[August 30] In the morning we were off for Darnestown 
where a permanent camp of instruction in all of our 
important duties was to be established and where we were 

to receive after perfecting ourselves and passing a successful 
examination before the great mogul Major Myer, a complete 
outfit of signal equipment, including one of Uncle Samuel’s 
best horses…. 

We arranged to study and practice in the basement 
schoolroom of a little church near by....We were then 
furnished...with a code of signals to meditate over. These 
we were to commit to memory, after again subscribing to an 
oath (in addition to the one we had taken as soldiers) not to 
reveal to any person the signal instruction or matter emanat-
ing from the chief of the corps. This code might be likened, 
somewhat, to the Morse telegraph code, the alphabet of 
which was indicated by dots and dashes. Myer’s alphabet 
was by the motion of the flag, right, left, and front, and con-
sisted of five numerals, commencing at one and ending at 
five…. [Combinations of ] four of these numerals were used 
to represent the twenty-six letters of the alphabet, the fifth, 
or 5, being [used] to indicate the end of a word or message.

1861 “I bid my company adieu”

Late in the summer of 1861, Lieutenant Fortescue 
was training with the 29th Pennsylvania near 

Buckeystown, Md., when his commanding officer 
nominated him for the Signal Corps.



[September 3] Lieutenant [William W.] Rowley now 
decided to make a distribution of his small squad [sta-
tioned near Harpers Ferry] in as advantageous a manner as 
possible, and directed [Lt. Ephraim A.] Briggs to return to 
Poolesville, [Lt. Brinkerhoff N.] Miner to go to Sugar Loaf 
Mountain, and me to occupy Maryland Heights. Between 
Sugar Loaf and Maryland Heights was an unusually long 
distance (eighteen miles “as the crow flies”), to successfully 
operate stations at all hours of the day, hence Miner and I 

1862 “Lee was crossing”

After Fortescue completed his signal training in 
the fall of 1861, he traveled south of the Potomac 

River with General Banks. The signalman saw—but 
commented little—on the March 23 First Battle 

of Kernstown. Illness kept him out of the fighting 
until the summer of 1862, when he served in the 
headquarters of Generals Banks and Pope at the 

August engagements of Cedar Mountain and Second 
Manassas. By September 1862, Fortescue was 
stationed at Harpers Ferry, putting him right 

in the midst of the Maryland Campaign.

arranged to communicate only between the hours of 9 and 
12 a.m. and 2 and 5 p.m….Miner, stationed to the east with 
dense trees for a background, would use a white flag which, 
in the afternoon with the sun’s rays thrown upon it, could 
be distinctly read by me, but not so in the morning with the 
sun behind him reflecting brightly upon the object glass of 
my telescope. The background of my tower was the clear 
horizon, hence a black flag was necessary and was more 
easily read in the morning than in the afternoon with the 
sun’s glare behind me. 

[September 4]…[A]t daybreak…[I learned] of rumors 
from below that Lee was crossing at or near Edward’s Ferry. 
Anxiously saddling I hurried to the [C&O Canal] tow 
path….In less than two hours I had reached Sandy Hook 
and prepared to ascend Maryland Heights. Several infantry 
soldiers passed me on my way up, indicating Union troops 
on the summit, [and] I soon succeeded, though considerably 
winded, in scaling it. Judge of my surprise when about to 
swing my flag in answer to Miner, whom I could see calling 
me, to be informed by a lieutenant of the 5th Maryland 
Infantry that he had orders to prevent signaling of any kind 
unless by permission of Colonel [Dixon S.] Miles, com-
manding the post.

Here was an unlooked for obstacle that the most per- 
suasive arguments failed to remove. I took the lieutenant’s 
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objection as a cool assumption of authority which, in the 
isolated position he had been placed, was preposterously 
exaggerated….He persistently refused to acknowledge my 
interpretation of his orders, and directed a file of his men to 
take charge of the tower, constructed by our very men over 
a year before, and not allow anyone to disobey his orders. 
Finding him thus obdurate, I sent my man [Private John] 
Ryan down post haste to see the major commanding the 
batteries below with instructions to either bring him up or 
get an order to let us open communication, but either 
through the major’s stubbornness or the difficulty of get- 
ting up and down the stony path Ryan did not return with 
the required permission until after 5 p.m., by which time 
Miner had ceased calling and left the mountain for the 
night. This was a most unfortunate and grievous disappoint-
ment, the later campaign establishing the fact that Miner 

was then witnessing the crossing of the Potomac River by 
the Rebel army. 

Nothing remained now for us now but to return to Sandy 
Hook for the night (the lieutenant in the meantime having 
received instruction to permit us to signal in the morning)….

[September 5] Bright and early after breakfast I again 
climbed the Blue Ridge in anticipation of something 
important from Miner, well assured from experience that the 
little lieutenant was itching to let us know the condition of 
the country around Sugar Loaf, so unceremoniously med-
dled with by the Maryland sapling last evening. At 9 o’clock 
I observed him calling Poolesville and endeavored to read 
the message he flagged there, but owing to the confusing 
movements which were [made] away from and towards 
me, (Poolesville laying to the south of Sugar Loaf while I 
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was west), instead of from side to side, I finally gave it up 
and began calling him for new. Before he had finished with 
Poolesville his flag suddenly disappeared and I saw him no 
more. I learned afterwards, from an old gentleman of strong 
Union proclivities named Howard living at the foot of Sugar 
Loaf, that Miner discovered, upon his arrival on the moun-
tain, the Rebel columns preparing to cross into Maryland, 
and desiring to appraise the commandant at Harpers Ferry, 
commenced calling me at once. His information, but for 
the interference [of the Maryland lieutenant], would have 
reached Colonel Miles before their advance was on our side 
of the river….

Major General Stonewall Jackson’s wing of the Army of 
Northern Virginia marched on Harpers Ferry, and Fortescue 
slipped out just in time to avoid capture and reach the Army 

Service With the Signal 
Corps: The Civil War 
Service of Captain 
Louis Fortescue is the 
only published Civil War 
memoir by a member of 
the U.S. Signal Corps. 
Editor J. Gregory Acken’s 
critical analysis and 
detailed notes add 
value to this insightful, 
and sometimes also 
humorous, account.
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of the Potomac’s lines. Harpers Ferry and 13,000 Union troops 
surrendered to Jackson on September 15. One is left to wonder 
what would have happened if Fortescue had remained on 
Maryland Heights and continued communicating with the 
other signal posts. 

[ July 2] Early this morning we found the haziness of the 
last day or two greatly dispelled and a good view obtainable 
of the country in and around Gettysburg. A large force of 
rebel infantry and artillery are...between us and our own 
troops, who are evidently maneuvering for position, as all 
seem to be in motion.

The station in the Taneytown steeple has probably been 
abandoned as no flag can be seen there, notwithstanding 
we have called the station, which is distinctly visible, for an 
hour. At nine o’clock we succeeded in locating a flag flying 
on the Taneytown Road, and...were informed that the 
1st and 11th Corps engaged the enemy heavily yesterday 
between Gettysburg and Cashtown, and all have fallen back 
to the ridge near the former place….The rebel troops must 
have been moving in towards their present position all of 
last night as their lines appear to extend, without a break, 
from in front of Gettysburg down to a point opposite, or 
below, Big Round Top Mountain.

About 11 a.m. we were informed by the station on the 
Taneytown Road that they had been ordered up to head-
quarters (General Meade now being near the Cemetery 
[in Gettysburg]) and we are therefore again in the air 
without communication.

At 4 p.m. the fighting commenced again heavily. Our 
glasses reveal a vivid picture of a desperate hand to hand 
encounter almost in front of the two small Round Tops. 
Can also see evidences of an engagement beyond and back 
of these two prominences, indicating a counter movement 

on the right flank of our position. 
At 4:30 p.m. I wrote a message to Captain [Lemuel B.] 

Norton for General Meade, giving him a detailed descrip-
tion of the rebel troops and their probable numbers, as 
viewed from our station. At exactly 5 p.m. I started my man 
Ryan off with directions to circumvent the right flank of 
the rebel lines...and not to spare his horse but deliver his 
message at the earliest possible moment to Captain Norton. 
This he accomplished and returned during the night with 
orders from Norton to remain in our position and report 
again any movement of importance.

General J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalrymen captured Fortescue and 
his fellow signalmen on July 5. After encountering Stuart, 
Fortescue wrote: “To those who have never had the misfortune 
of an introduction under such unfavorable conditions, his 
appearance might have awakened adulatory criticism….but 
to us his self-assumption and bombastic exaggeration of dress 
simply invited contempt....His regulation gray uniform was 
profusely decorated with gold braid, and was topped with a 
broad brimmed black felt hat, pinned up at the side with a star 
from which drooped an extravagantly large ostrich feather.”

Susannah J. Ural is the Charles W. Moorman Distinguished 
Alumni Professor of the Humanities, 2015-2017, and Co- 
Director, The Dale Center for the Study of War & Society 
Department of History, University of Southern Mississippi.

In the fall of 1861, E.P. Alexander (right), who had worked with U.S. Army Signal Corps founder 
Albert Myer before the war, was serving as a captain and the chief signal officer of the Confeder-
ate forces around Washington. One evening Federal commander Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan 
launched signal rockets, prompting Alexander to have his own stations “send up one....We soon 
had rockets apparently answering each other for a long distance right & left.” Alexander later 
learned McClellan was convinced he had been betrayed and the Rebels knew his plans.

1863 “Desperate hand to hand”

In the summer of 1863, Fortescue and the Army 
of the Potomac chased Lee’s army after it invaded 
Pennsylvania. On June 29, he and another signal 

officer, Captain Charles Kendall, and their enlisted 
supporters set up a station on Jack’s Mountain, which 

provided views of Taneytown, Md., six miles to the 
southeast and 10 miles northeast to Gettysburg.

Fortescue ended up in Richmond’s Libby Prison 
on July 18, remaining there until May 1864, when 

he was transferred to Macon, Ga., and then in 
July 1864 to Charleston, S.C. That October he was 

shipped to a prison near Columbia. He man-
aged to escape for more than two weeks, but was 
recaptured and sent back to Columbia. Finally, 

on March 1, 1865, the lieutenant was exchanged 
back to the Union lines. He returned to his native 
Philadelphia after the war. Following a successful 
career, much of it spent working in city govern-

ment, Louis Fortescue died in 1915, at age 77.

�
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SIGNALMEN WITNESSED STUNNING SCENES from their sometimes 
lonely posts. Confederate Signal Corps Sergeant Benjamin Winn recalled being 
stationed on Clark’s Mountain, Va., on the cold evening of May 3, 1864, peering 
northward toward the Army of the Potomac camps massed near Brandy Station, 

when he watched large groups of marching Federal troops as “they 
passed between me and my camp fires....” Winn was observing 

the opening movements of the momentous Overland 
Campaign, and he soon began relaying information that 
would put the Army of Northern Virginia in motion and lead 
to the Battle of the Wilderness. ¶ Signal Corps troops used 
a variety of specialized equipment to help them relay vital 
information, such as the copper canteen at left that carried 

torch fuel, and flags called “wigwags.” But sometimes they 
were forced to improvise. Union Captain Lemuel Norton 

praised a comrade during the Gettysburg Campaign who 
“quickly cut a pole, extemporized a signal flag from a 
bed-sheet procured near by, then sent his dispatches 
through under a most galling fire.” Whatever it took 
to wigwag, signalmen just needed to get the job done. 
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UNION PURSUERS CAUGHT UP WITH

J U BAL EARLY ’ S
FOOTSORE WASHINGTON RAIDERS 
ALONG THE SHENANDOAH
R IVER IN J U LY 1 8 6 4

BY JONATHAN A. NOYALAS
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XHAUSTED FROM WEEKS of incessant 

campaigning, Lt. Gen. Jubal Early’s 8,000 Army 

of the Valley veterans hoped that Sunday, July 

17, 1864, might afford them an opportunity for 

some much-needed rest. Some soldiers had been 

on the march since late June, when they left the 

Petersburg lines and headed into the Shenan-

doah Valley before turning north into Maryland. 

After heading south once again and fighting the Battle of Monocacy 
on July 9 near Frederick, the Confederates had arrived on the outskirts 
of Washington. Following skirmishes in front of Fort Stevens on July 11, 
Early realized the capital was too strong to take. Withdrawing on the night 
of July 12, he headed for White’s Ford, on the Potomac River. “We didn’t 
take Washington,” Early cracked, “but we scared Abe Lincoln like Hell.” 

For the next four days his men marched furiously until they crossed 
the Blue Ridge Mountains at Snicker’s Gap and reentered the Shenan-
doah Valley. Early set up his headquarters near Berryville, positioning Maj. 
Gen. John B. Gordon’s division to guard where Castleman’s Ferry carried 
Berryville Turnpike traffic across the Shenandoah River. A soldier in Maj. 
Gen. Robert Rodes’ Division, also nearby, wrote on July 17: “Crossed the 
Shenandoah…and went into camp…near Castleman’s Ferry…a pleasant 
bivouac. It was in the midst of a delightful country.” Most of Early’s troops 
took the opportunity to rest, while some used the day for religious reflec-
tion. Some of the Southerners, including General John C. Breckinridge, 
attended services at Berryville’s Grace Episcopal Church. 

But while the Rebels rested and prayed, the Union pursuers who had 
dogged Early since he left Washington were still on his trail. Maj. Gen. 
Horatio Wright of the VI Corps commanded that effort, along with troops 
of the XIX Corps and men from the VIII Corps led by Brig. Gen. George 
Crook—about 25,000 men overall.  

Breckinridge’s Sabbath observances were interrupted when a Confed-
erate courier entered the church and informed the general that a contin-
gent of Federal troops, Colonel James Mulligan’s infantry brigade and 
troopers from Brig. Gen. Alfred Duffie’s cavalry division, had crossed 
Snicker’s Gap and engaged Confederate pickets near Castleman’s Ferry. 
Duffie’s cavalry had reached Snicker’s Gap, at the summit of the Blue 
Ridge, around noon on the 17th, and although Duffie initially reported 
“meeting with no opposition from the enemy,” that situation would 
change as his troopers descended the mountains’ sparsely forested western 
face and came within range of Gordon’s Division on the river’s western 
bank. A veteran of the 22nd Pennsylvania Cavalry noted that the “thinly 
wooded” slope “gave the enemy on the opposite side of the river a fine 

view of our movements, and they soon opened 
on us a fierce artillery and musketry fire.” 
Early’s defenders compelled Duffie to with-
draw the bulk of his command to Snicker’s 
Gap at nightfall.

That afternoon’s melee prompted Early to 
take necessary precautions to defend the cross-
ing. Around 10 p.m. he directed Breckinridge to 
have his “troops…under arms at daylight…and 
if any attempt at a crossing is made, he wishes 
the most determined resistance made to it.”

Meanwhile eight miles to the east in Purcell-
ville, General Wright gave final instructions to 
Brig. Gen. George Crook to march west on the 
morning of the 18th and “develop the enemy” 
along the Shenandoah’s banks. Wright, unaware 
of the difficulties confronted by Duffie’s com-
mand on the 17th, believed that Crook’s task 
would be easy, and sent a message to Maj. Gen. 
Henry Halleck in Washington that evening: “I 
have no doubt that the enemy is in full retreat 
for Richmond.”

Around 4 a.m. on July 18, Crook put his 
command of approximately 4,000 men in 
motion. As his weary regiments marched west 
toward Snicker’s Gap, his men pondered what 
they would find to the west. Corporal Charles 
J. Lynch of the 18th Connecticut wrote in his 
diary: “Up… early…this fine morning…we can-
not tell what an hour may bring.”

Approximately five hours after Crook’s 
troops left Purcellville, his regiments reached 
Snicker’s Gap. The chaplain of the 18th Con-
necticut recalled that the “scene was both inspir-
ing and exciting. From that point could be seen 
the beautiful valleys of Loudoun on the one 
hand, and the Shenandoah on the other.” But 
the presence of Confederate troops across the 
river sobered the Federals.

As Crook’s troops filed into Snicker’s Gap, a 
contingent of 75 troopers under Major George 
T. Work were preparing for another attempt at 
crossing the river. When the Pennsylvanians 
splashed into the water, salvos from Major Wil-
liam McLaughlin’s artillery battalion forced the 

��
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troopers back. A frustrated Crook, who had 
been observing them, said he believed the Penn-
sylvanians “had done all that men could have 
done under the circumstances.” He decided to 
send Duffie’s cavalry nine miles south to Ash-
by’s Gap, in an effort to attack Early’s wagon 
trains and seal off any potential Confederate 
retreat—depriving the Federals of horsemen 
who might have proved useful later that day in 
gathering information about the true strength of 
Early’s army.

As Duffie’s horsemen trotted off toward 
Ashby’s Gap, Wright and Crook conferred. The 
generals had no idea of the total strength of 
Early’s command but agreed to flank the Con-
federate position by crossing approximately two 
miles upstream.

Around 2 p.m. Crook ordered Colonel 
Joseph Thoburn to take his small division and 
Colonel Daniel Frost’s brigade, approximately 
3,250 men, to cross the Shenandoah at Island 
Ford, north of the Confederate position, then 
turn south and “dislodge…the enemy.” Thoburn 
had difficulty navigating the narrow paths to 
cross at Island Ford. With the aid of local guide 
John Carrigan, a musician who had previ-
ously deserted from the 2nd Virginia Infantry, 
Thoburn’s command traversed mountain paths 
down the slopes of the Blue Ridge and tramped 
across the Retreat, a farm owned by  Judge 
Richard Parker. Shortly after 3 p.m. Thoburn’s 

van under Colonel George D. Wells crossed the river at Island Ford.
As Wells’ troops plunged into the Shenandoah, a small contingent 

of Confederate pickets from the 42nd Virginia Infantry opened fire. A 
veteran from Colonel William Ely’s brigade observed the crossing and 
watched the Union infantry as they “pushed across and captured the Rebel 
picket of 15 men, and the captain commanding them.”

The remainder of Thoburn’s force crossed uncontested, though a vet-
eran of Wells’ command recalled that some men struggled with the “very 

slippery” river bottom. Thoburn’s infantry took position on the Shenan-
doah’s west bank, and skirmishers advanced across the Westwood Farm 
along the river’s western shore, proceeding to a ridge at Cool Spring Farm. 
Thoburn meanwhile questioned the Confederate prisoners and learned 
that “the divisions of the rebel Generals Gordon and Rodes were within a 
mile or two of the ford, and that General Early was present.”

Unnerved that his small command had become separated from the 
remainder of the army, Thoburn immediately sent a courier to Crook “for 

“

Corporal Charles J. Lynch, 18th Connecticut

”
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further instructions.” Crook told Thoburn not to turn south, as previously 
ordered, but instead “to take as strong a position as possible near the ford 
and await the arrival of a division of the Sixth Corps.”

ONCE THOBURN’S ENTIRE COMMAND was across the river—
approximately 4 p.m.—he deployed skirmishers on an upland ridge just 
east of the Cool Spring mansion and established his first line about 75 
yards from the river’s western bank. Thoburn then posted a second line in 
reserve on “an old road on the riverbanks and behind a low stone fence,” 
a position which Thoburn wrote after the battle “afforded excellent pro-
tection for the men.” The line, which due to the terrain’s contours looked 
more like an arc rather than a straight line, was anchored in the center by 
Colonel Daniel Frost’s brigade. Colonel Wells’ command guarded the left, 
while Thoburn took charge of the brigade on Frost’s right flank. A pro-
visional brigade commanded by Colonel Samuel Young—approximately 
1,000 men from 27 different cavalry units fighting as infantry—protected 
the Union line’s extreme right flank.

With battle now imminent, many of Thoburn’s waterlogged veterans 
were thinking of loved ones at home. When Colonel Frost visited friends 
in Wells’ brigade, he proudly showed off  “some new photographs of his 
family that he just received,” as brigade member B.J. Bogardus recalled. 
Bogardus also noted that Frost, who seemed tired of war, had stated that 
“he would give his interest in the Government” to see his family again.

A soldier of the 4th West Virginia noted that they remained in “posi-
tion…for nearly an hour without…scarcely any indication of the enemy.” 
But meanwhile Confederates from Gordon’s, Wharton’s and Rodes’ divi-
sions had been en route to Cool Spring Farm since the first eruption of 
small arms and artillery fire, signaling Thoburn’s crossing at Island Ford.

By 5 p.m., from their perch atop the Blue Ridge, Wright and Crook 
spotted the approaching Confederate divisions. Unnerved, Crook in-
formed Wright that he wanted to immediately “withdraw my troops to 

our side of the river.” But Wright demurred, 
informing Crook that he “would order Gen. 
[ James] Ricketts to cross the river and sup-
port…with his division.”

From the river’s east side, Lieutenant Jacob 
H. Lamb’s Battery C, 1st Rhode Island Light 
Artillery, tried to stymie the Confederate 
advance. Lamb reported firing 90 rounds, 
though it did little to slow the Confederate 
divisions. Soon sharpshooters from Gordon’s 
and Wharton’s commands appeared in front of 
Thoburn’s skirmishers and forced them back 
toward the main Union line. While Wharton 
and Gordon occupied Thoburn’s skirmishers on 
the upland ridge, Rodes used the topography to 
conceal his command and get into position to 
assault the Federal right.

When Rodes’ infantry burst through a grove 
of oaks into a clearing on Thoburn’s right, 
Colonel Samuel Young’s hodge-podge of dis-
mounted cavalrymen at first could not believe 
their eyes. C.E. McKoy of the 1st Maine Cavalry 
noted that Rodes’ Division “advanced from out 
the woods in our front.” Young’s men realized 
that in order to maintain a successful defense, 
they had to seize a stone wall that traversed the 
uneven terrain perpendicular to Thoburn’s main 
line. Troops from Rodes’ Division and Young’s 
dismounted troopers soon both dashed for the 
wall. Rodes’ infantry secured it first, sending 
Young’s command into a panic and compelling 
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many to retreat across the river. Young, who is 
remembered “as brave a man as ever straddled a 
horse,” tried desperately to rally his command, 
but could not do so. During their retreat, some 
of his soldiers drowned in “Parker’s Hole”—a 
deep abyss in the riverbed.

WITH YOUNG’S COMMAND in disarray, 
the task of holding the right flank fell upon 
Colonel John L. Vance’s 4th West Virginia. 
Some men in Vance’s regiment carried discharge 
papers in their pockets, but one West Virginian 
noted, “the Fourth boys being plucky fellows 
generally, these discharged men said that they 
would not stand back while their comrades were 
going into a fight.” Vance’s troops, however, were 
left “wholly exposed,” as one veteran recalled, 
“to a galling fire” from Rodes’ infantry, and 
Vance ordered the entire regiment to pull back 
to the cover of the stone wall along the river’s 
western shore.

As the situation worsened, Thoburn ordered 
Colonel James Washburn’s 116th Ohio from 
the southern end of the line to bolster the right 
flank. One Buckeye recalled that as they arrived 
they saw “a large body of rebels…bearing down 
heavily on the right…and the gallant 4th West 
Virginia fighting to maintain its position against 
desperate odds.” Just as Washburn arrived on 
the right flank, a Confederate bullet pierced 
his left eye, exiting his head below the right ear. 
Although Washburn and his men believed the 
wound must be fatal, the colonel would survive.

Now under the command of Lt. Col. 
Thomas Wildes, the 116th Ohio prepared to 
block Rodes’ assault. Wildes believed the most 
vulnerable part of the right flank was the area 
between the stone wall that ran parallel to the 
Shenandoah and the river’s western bank, and 
he ordered Captain Thornton Mallory to take 
two companies to throw “up a breastwork of 
stones and logs across this space.” 

As Thoburn shifted troops to meet Rodes’ 
assault, Crook accompanied General Ricketts 
to the river to see where Ricketts’ division could 
cross and support Thoburn’s beleaguered bri-
gades. But Ricketts, as Crook later remembered, 
“refused to go to their support” after seeing the 
great strength of the Confederate assault. Crook 
sought Wright’s intercession in the matter, but 
Wright agreed with Ricketts. 

While Crook argued with Ricketts, the be -
leaguered Thoburn continued to shuffle regi-
ments to meet Rodes’ assaults and ordered 
Colonel Daniel Frost to shift his brigade so that 
it faced to the north and presented “a front to 
the advancing foe.” Frost was mortally wounded 
while moving his brigade. That loss, coupled 
with the heavy fire that Wharton’s Division 

Elisha Hunt Rhodes gained fame as one 
of the principal Union soldiers featured in Ken Burns’ 
seminal series The Civil War. By July 1864, when the Battle of Cool 
Spring was fought, Rhodes held the rank of captain in the 2nd 
Rhode Island Infantry, and on the evening of the 18th, he was in 
charge of 40 soldiers armed with Spencer rifles borrowed from the 
37th Massachusetts, picketing the Shenandoah’s eastern bank. 

That night Rhodes’ pickets could hear the groans and cries of 
wounded soldiers stranded on islands or on the western bank, 
and they also overheard, as Rhodes recalled, “the Rebels talking 
and speculating upon the chances of being driven back…at day-
light.” At first light on the morning of the 19th, Rhodes saw four 
wounded Union men desperately trying to get to the Union side 
of the Shenandoah. When he heard a Confederate officer give the 
order “to shoot” the wounded men, Rhodes ordered his pickets to 
fire across the river, and the Rhode Islanders used their borrowed 
Spencers, the captain remembered, to achieve the “work of perhaps 
five times as many” typical muskets.

A BAY STATE LOAN OF 
SPENCER RIFLES

�
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poured into the left flank of Frost’s regiments, soon confused the Union 
troops, and as the 5th New York Heavy Artillery broke, they struggled to 
cross the Shenandoah as quickly as possible. Some drowned in Parker’s 
Hole or fell victim to Confederate sharpshooters. Although large numbers 
of Thoburn’s command fled from the field about 6 p.m., others believed 
their best option was to stay and fight. “The river at our back was too 
deep to more than walk slowly through,” noted a 116th Buckeye, “and so 
escape…was out of the question….Nothing was left to do but fight.”

The troops on Thoburn’s northern flank that evening—the 116th Ohio, 
4th West Virginia, 12th West Virginia, and remnants of the 1st West Vir-
ginia, Second Maryland Eastern Shore, 18th Connecticut and Young’s dis-
mounted cavalry who did not retreat—fought with unparalleled tenacity, 
fending off three assaults by Rodes’ Division. “I do not remember to have 
been engaged in a more sharp and obstinate affair….Like hailstones flew 
furiously the missiles of death,” recalled one of Rodes’ soldiers.

As Thoburn’s remaining stalwarts thwarted everything Rodes could 
throw at them, Colonel Charles H. Tompkins, Wright’s artillery chief, 
deployed 20 cannons—Batteries C and G of the 1st Rhode Island Light 
Artillery and Battery E, 1st West Virginia Artillery—to allow Thoburn’s 
remaining infantry to withdraw safely across the river. A correspondent for 
the New York Herald attached to Wright’s command noted that Tompkins’ 
gunners executed “some of the best shooting ever seen in modern warfare.” 

While Tompkins’ 20 guns indeed helped stop the Confederate offensive, 
some Union shells—due to the closeness of Union and Confederate battle 
lines—occasionally landed among Thoburn’s command.

Once darkness fell, Thoburn’s remaining infantry withdrew to the east 
side of the river and tried to make sense of what had happened—why had 
65 of their brethren been killed, with another 301 wounded? Could the 
sacrifice have been avoided? An officer in the 34th Massachusetts, part 
of Colonel Wells’ brigade, wrote that his comrades felt “soured and cha-
grined” as they speculated on who was responsible for “the blunder.”

Meanwhile, the troops in Gordon’s, Wharton’s and Rodes’ divisions—
despite the loss of approximately 400 men—reveled in the fact that they 
“drove” Thoburn’s troops “across the river, with heavy loss and in much 
confusion.” An Alabamian who participated in the battle wrote with pride 
in his diary that “It was quite a fierce little contest….We made the Yankees 
take water and get back on the side of the river from whence they came.”

Throughout the day on the 18th, pickets exchanged fire and occasion-
ally lobbed artillery shells at each other. On the 19th Early received the 

”
A soldier in Maj. Gen. Robert Rodes’ Division

“

startling news at his Berryville headquarters that 
a Union force under Brig. Gen. William Averell 
“was moving from Martinsburg to Winchester.” 
Fearful that Averell might strike his rear, Early 
ordered his command to march west toward 
Winchester and then south to Strasburg on the 
night of the 19th.

On the morning of the 20th, Federals crossed 
the Shenandoah and walked across the battle-
field. Surgeon Alexander Neil of the 12th West 
Virginia remembered seeing Union dead “left 
naked on the field, every stitch of clothing hav-
ing been taken.” Outraged at this “painful, sick-
ening sight,” the 18th Connecticut’s chaplain 
wrote that he believed “Everlasting infamy will 
be attached to the memory of the rebel leaders 
who allowed the soldiery to treat them with so 
much neglect and cruelty.”

While certainly not comparable to many of 
the war’s key engagements, the Battle of Cool 
Spring left an indelible impression upon the 
troops, particularly Thoburn’s veterans, who 
fought in the largest and bloodiest engage-
ment in Clarke County, Va. Some veterans in 
Thoburn’s command seethed for decades about 
what had happened to them, refighting the 
battle in The National Tribune. Others, such as 
Colonel Washburn, were scarred for life by the 
fight—in Washburn’s case, including “partial 
paralysis of one side of his face” and “partial loss 
of speech.”

Perhaps Assistant Secretary of War Charles 
A. Dana best summed up the battle’s futil-
ity—and the futility of the war as a whole. He 
wrote that what happened on the banks of the 
Shenandoah River “proved…an egregious blun-
der” and “accomplished nothing.”

Jonathan A. Noyalas is an assistant professor of 
history and director of the Center for Civil War 
History at Lord Fairfax Community College in 
Middletown, Va.
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IN THE 1850S, the citizens of the growing community of Gettysburg chose 17 acres on a pleasant, 
breezy summit south of town known as Raffensberger’s Hill for their public burial ground. Evergreen Cemetery 
was in use by 1854, and the height on which it was located was rechristened Cemetery Hill. Major General 
Oliver O. Howard of the Army of the Potomac visited Evergreen nine years later and observed its beautiful views 
of the surrounding region. But war, not serenity, was on Howard’s mind, and Cemetery Hill became an anchor 
for the Union’s famous “fishhook” defensive line during the 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. Federal artillery batteries 
packed the cemetery’s neatly kept plots, and Confederate troops launched an attack on July 2 that resulted in 
fighting just yards from Evergreen’s unique gatehouse. There is obviously a lot to see in Gettysburg, but don’t 
overlook Evergreen. A stroll through its meandering walkways will take you past the resting places of town 
founders and people who are part of battlefield lore, as well as modern historians, battle-damaged headstones 
and the likely location of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address platform. The sites listed here make up a small portion 
of the still-active cemetery’s points of interest, and more information can be found at evergreencemetery.org. 

Thanks to Sue Boardman, Gettysburg Licensed Battlef ield Guide, for her invaluable help with this “Explore.” She 
already has her own plot in Evergreen, right next to that of William Tipton (1850-1929), a local photographer who 
took many early postwar battlef ield, monument dedication and veteran reunion images.

CEMETERY WITH A
DEADLY VIEW
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IN SITU SUPERINTENDENT
Evergreen’s beautiful gatehouse was 
completed in 1855. More than just an 

entryway, the north side of the structure 
(right) served as the superintendent’s home in 
1863, while the south side functioned as the 

cemetery office and in-law suite.

CITIZEN SOLDIER
The local GAR post gave 

John Burns, who famously 
fought with the Union on 

July 1, this fine monument.

was part of 
the American 

“Rural” Cemetery 
Movement that 

began in the 1830s. 
As towns grew, 

small churchyards 
could no longer 
accommodate 

the deceased, and 
landscape architects 

designed scenic 
burial grounds 

where visitors could 
spend time with the 
dead. Gettysburg’s 

cemetery was spelled 
“Ever Green,” 

“Ever-Green” or 
“Evergreen” until 
the latter became 
standard in 1880.

�

�
The Gettysburg Civil 
War Women’s Memorial, 
erected in 2002, depicts 
Elizabeth Thorn, the 
wife of Evergreen’s first 
caretaker, Peter. He was 
away in the Union Army 
during the Battle of 
Gettysburg. Six-months-
pregnant Elizabeth, with 
little help, buried 91 
soldiers while she and 
her three boys lived in 
an army tent because 
their home was battle 
damaged.

Shell- 
fire damaged 
D. Esaias 
Culp’s stone. 
He fathered 
Wesley, who 
left Gettys-
burg and 
returned 
a Rebel.



SHOT TWICE 
Gettysburg native 

Frederick Huber of 
the 23rd Pennsyl-

vania Infantry was 
killed in the 1862 Bat-

tle of Fair Oaks. His 
father, Henry, had his 

body brought back 
to Evergreen. During 
the Gettysburg fight-

ing, Rebel artillery 
fire damaged Fred-

erick’s headstone. 
The 23rd served on 

nearby Culp’s Hill 
during the battle.

Lydia Leister

Jennie Wade

James Gettys
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“A beautiful cemetery it was, 
but now is trodden down, 
laid a waste, desecrated.”

Lieutenant George Breck, Battery L,
1st New York Light Artillery, July 2, 1863

Widow Lydia Leister and 
her two children had to flee their tiny home along 
the Taneytown Road as the Battle of Gettysburg 
erupted around her small farm. Army of the Poto-
mac commander Maj. Gen. George Meade head-
quartered there, and she returned home to find 
her property devastated.  She managed to rebuild 
and prosper during her later years. Lydia died in 
1893, and was buried in Evergreen Cemetery next 
to her husband James, who had died in 1859.

Jennie, or “Ginnie,” Wade 
was Gettysburg’s lone civilian casualty during the 
battle. Her full name was Mary Virginia Wade, 
and her sister was named Georgia. The aforemen-
tioned John Burns suggested that the family har-
bored Southern sympathies, but no real evidence 
of that has ever surfaced.   

James Gettys served in the Revolu-
tionary War, then purchased the 116 acres that 
became the foundation of his namesake town 
in 1786. He helped to build up Gettysburg by 
serving as a sheriff, tavern keeper, town clerk and 
state legislator, among other duties. Gettys was 

originally buried in a small cemetery, but was later 
exhumed and moved to Evergreen. 

David Wills, who 
lived in the nicely restored house, above, located in 
Gettyburg’s center, was a prominent attorney who 
helped acquire land for the National Cemetery, 
located adjacent to Evergreen. A member of the 
Republican Party, Wills invited Lincoln to come 
and give a “few brief remarks” at the November 
1863 dedication, and he also hosted the president. 

Wills House
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‘The Fiery Trial’

The Civil War Museum
5400 First Avenue, Kenosha, Wis. 

thecivilwarmuseum.org

REVIEWED BY TERRI SINNOTT

ON LAKE MICHIGAN’S banks 
in Kenosha, Wis., lies The Civil 
War Museum, which highlights 
the service of over one million 

inhabitants of the upper Midwestern states: 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio and Wisconsin. The main exhibit, “The 

THE UPPER
MIDWEST
AT WAR

Fiery Trial,” leads visitors on a journey through the 1850s, the Civil War 
and its aftermath.

The gallery consists primarily of dioramas through which one travels 
as both observer and participant. One of the most powerful experiences 
is a “meeting house,” where visitors sit in pews to watch a re-enactment 
of Frederick Douglass’ 1852 speech about the Fourth of July, a celebra-
tion that was a painful reminder of his enslaved brothers and sisters. 
Next comes a main street, illustrating scenes of daily life—including a 
“Union Hall,” where visitors hear audio recordings of war debates and 
see printed works by Abraham Lincoln and Douglass. 

Another “building” houses artifacts related to Elmer Ellsworth’s 
Zouaves. Next comes an examination of Northern industry and railroads. 
Visitors “board” a train diorama to experience soldier transport. Added 
bonuses include a display on the formation of the local Park City Greys, 
including their flag and camp life dioramas that feature thematic cases 
highlighting weaponry, uniforms, canteens and medical instruments.

The gallery’s centerpiece is actually a 360-degree theater, one of only 
three in U.S. museums, with a central raised platform (which is handi-
cap-accessible). During a presentation titled “Seeing the Elephant,” 
characters represent various views on war and slavery. Next visitors are 
surrounded during battle—seemingly caught in the crossfire—experi-
encing the sights and sounds of combat. On display below the screen 
are artifacts from each upper Midwest state in addition to prison camp 
memorabilia, including a piece of Andersonville’s “deadline.”

A riverboat diorama transports visitors back home after the war. 
Finally, “The Enduring War,” exhibit examines postwar civil rights 
issues. But while the content here is arguably relevant, the presentation 
fails to blend in with previous exhibits.



Historic Gettysburg Cigars

We only sell cigars to adults who meet the legal
age requirement to purchase tobacco products.

Hand crafted and American made cigars available in a variety of sizes and wrappers exclusively from Great 

Gettysburg Tobacco Company.™

© 2015, GettysGear, All Rights Reserved.

®

Our gourmet coffee beans are hand roasted in small batches providing the most delicious 

and aromatic cup of coffee you can imagine.  vailabl exclusively from Great

Gettysburg Coffee Company.™  Premium Beans.  Perfect Roasting.  Great Coffee.

Small Batch Roasted Coffee

Hand Cast Aluminum
Hand cast and hand painted pieces make for truly unique home decor.

At GettysGear®, we offer the most unique and 

interesting  hand made products...made right 

here in Gettysburg!  And,  you won’t them find 

anywhere else.  Stop by for a visit.

GettysGear.com



For information on placing a Direct Response or Marketplace ad in Print and Online contact us today:  
Civil War Times 800.649.9800 / Fax: 800.649.6712 / cwt@russelljohns.com / www.russelljohns.com

The ultimate source on 
Confederate uniforms, organized 

chronologically and by region!
Information from over 3,500 books, unit 

histories and over 6,000 letters, diaries and 
documents is now contained in this volume.

There is also a multitude of “firsts”, never before 
published. Even the most knowledgeable

Civil War expert will learn something new!

Available on: Kindle, amazon.com,
booksamillion.com and barnesandnobles.com

Available on Amazon
and BarnesandNoble.com
in Paperback & E-Reader editions

Gone as Boys,
Together Again as Men
During the Civil War, 
four young teenagers 
from South Carolina 
quickly grow from 
young boys to young 
men as they learned 
about life, during
and after the 
bloodiest conflict in 
American history.

Available on Amazon

“Compelling 
storyline for the 

Southern brothers who 
stand together through 
multiple life obstacles. 

And an overall allegory 
of the American Dream. 
That is, even during the 

Civil War, these guys 
made their dreams come 
true under the toughest 

of circumstances.”
- Amazon review

Civil Bloods 
by Steven Nelson

Contact us to put your advertisement in 
front of thousands of history enthusiasts!
800.649.9800   cwt@russelljohns.com

Call toll free now to  
get your FREE special report  
“Tips on Living to be 100”

Mention promotional code 102603. 

1-844-236-3825

The Jacuzzi® Hydrotherapy Shower 
provides a lifetime of comfort and 
relief… safely and affordably. 

8
2
0
2
8

A tale of love and devotion amid the havoc of
a war that changed their country. 

Nurse Mary Mathewson will risk everything to 
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REVIEWED BY LOUIS P. MASUR

A
fter Abraham Lincoln’s death, his law partner and 
early biographer William Herndon wrote: “It was in 
the world of politics that he lived. Politics were his 

life, newspapers his food, and his great ambition his motive power.” 
Sidney Blumenthal, a prominent adviser to both Bill and Hillary 
Clinton, and an accomplished editor and writer, makes politics the
center of this first volume of a trilogy that promises to offer a com-
plete political life of Abraham Lincoln.

In A Self-Made Man, Blumenthal carries Lincoln’s story to 1849 
and dispels any illusions that Lincoln was not a political animal. He 
was only 23 when he began his career in 1832 with an address to the 
people of Sangamon County. He favored the Whig program of an 
activist government that supported internal improvements. As a leg-
islator, Lincoln became the Whig floor leader of the Illinois House
of Representatives. “He seemed to be a born politician,” remarked
one colleague.

Blumenthal makes Lincoln’s opposition to slavery the center of 
his narrative. “I used to be a slave,” Lincoln claimed in regard to how 
his father treated him, and the future president would remain keenly 
sensitive to the exploitation of others. In 1837 Lincoln opposed 
slavery as “founded on both injustice and bad policy,” and during 
his one term in Congress (1848-49) he boarded at Mrs. Sprigg’s
“Abolition House,” known as a center of antislavery activity. But 
Lincoln’s revulsion against slavery developed over time. In 1841, 
after encountering a group of slaves on a steamer, he described them
as “the most cheerful and apparently happy creatures on board.” But 
when he recalled that incident in 1855, he wrote that the “sight was
a continual torment to me.”

Lincoln’s “idea of politics was not separate from his idea of 
democracy,” Blumenthal observes. Society’s ills could be attacked
through the representatives of the people, but as of 1849, where this 
volume concludes, Lincoln did not hold political office, having just 
turned down an appointment as governor of Oregon Territory. No 
one would have guessed that it would be Lincoln who emerged to
save the union, abolish slavery and preserve American democracy. 
Future volumes of Blumenthal’s engaging and well-crafted biogra-
phy promise to show why.

A Self-Made Man: The
Political Life of Abraham
Lincoln, 1809-1849
By Sidney Blumenthal
Simon & Schuster, $35
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hey came with two rings or three rings or with no rings. They were 
cast and swaged in American arsenals and were sent over from 
England. Ready…Aim…Fire! Small Arms Ammunition in the Battle 

of Gettysburg uses archaeological examples from that fight as a case study to 
explore the history and variety of the Minié ball and its cousins and also to 
provide insights on the battle. Dean Thomas’ simple but effective book layout 
makes it clear just how many types of bullets there were. Gettysburg anecdotes 
and data concerning how every regiment was armed at the battle keep the 
text from being a micro-history plod. A quote by an officer in Robert Rodes’ 
Confederate Division, for example, explains that on July 2, 1863, “abundant 
supplies of ammunition were obtained by sending details through the town to 
collect cartridge boxes.” Collect from the dead and wounded, that is. This book’s 
price point and interesting content hit the bull’s-eye. Buy it and impress your 
Civil War buddies with your knowledge of Shaler “Sectional” bullets and Type I 
Williams cleaner rounds. Unless they’ve read it first.
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