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ON THE COVER:  Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan’s dashing appearance earned him the nickname “Young Napoleon.”
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But for how long? The image is 
unidentified, so we don’t know 
if this Southern officer fell in 
battle, far from home. 



JUNE 2016   CIVIL WAR TIMES    3
�

�

40

52

18

34

Departments

 6 Letters  “Soldiers’ Dreams”

 8 News !  17 battlefields receive NPS grants

 12 Details  Not every photo succeeds

 14 Insight  So when did the war really end?

 18 Materiel  6 hand-carved pipes

 20 Interview  Roads to war—or to freedom

 25 Editorial  “Waving the bloody shirt”

 60 Explore  Baltimore, Md.

 66 Reviews  Pickett’s Charge, seen four ways

 72 Sold !  Medal of Gold

�

Features

26
 In Search of McClellan’s

 Headquarters
 By Thomas G. Clemens

 Battlefield sleuthing at Antietam turns up fresh
 evidence of Army of the Potomac operations

34
 A New Image

 of Little Mac
 By David A. Welker

 An eBay search yields a prewar
 portrait of George McClellan

40
 Jefferson Davis’

 Worst Day
 By Hugh Howard

 Little Joseph Davis was his father’s
 “hope and greatest joy”

44
 The Ties That Bind,

 and That War Breaks
 Wartime portraits of family members—from the
 Liljenquist collection at the Library of Congress

52
 Manassas Wreckage

 By John Hennessy

 Most Civil War physicians had never even seen
 combat wounds before First Bull Run,
 much less faced treating soldiers in the field



LET’S CONNECT

Like Civil War Times Magazine
on Facebook

DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION  

Civil War Times is available on
iPad and other digital platforms

AN ARTILLERYMAN AT ANTIETAM
Lieutenant George Breck described his battery’s 
involvement at the cauldron of fighting near the 

Cornfield on the morning of September 17.

SEMPER FI AT FIRST BULL RUN
Despite a lack of training time, the U.S. Marines 
dispatched to Manassas fought hard and well.

THE FALL OF RICHMOND
When the Stars and Stripes were raised over 

the Confederate capitol, wrote one Richmond 
resident: “We covered our faces and cried aloud. 
All through the house was the sound of sobbing.”

V I S I T S H O P . H I S T O R Y N E T . C O M

EDITOR IN CHIEF  ROGER L. VANCE

MICHAEL A. REINSTEIN  CHAIRMAN & PUBLISHER
DIONISIO LUCCHESI  PRESIDENT

WILLIAM KONEVAL  ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER
DAVID STEINHAFEL  ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

EDITORIAL

DANA B. SHOAF  EDITOR
JENNIFER M. VANN  ART DIRECTOR

NAN SIEGEL  MANAGING EDITOR
CHRIS K. HOWLAND  SENIOR EDITOR
SARAH RICHARDSON  SENIOR EDITOR

SARAH J. MOCK  PHOTO EDITOR/SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR

SHENANDOAH SANCHEZ  PHOTOGRAPHER AT LARGE

ADVISORY BOARD

Edwin C. Bearss, Gabor Boritt, Catherine Clinton, William C. Davis,

Gary W. Gallagher, Lesley Gordon, D. Scott Hartwig, John Hennessy,

Harold Holzer, Robert K. Krick, Michael McAfee, James M. McPherson,

Mark E. Neely Jr., Megan Kate Nelson, Ethan S. Rafuse, Susannah Ural

CORPORATE

STEPHEN KAMIFUJI  CREATIVE DIRECTOR
ROB WILKINS  DIRECTOR OF PARTNERSHIP MARKETING

MICHAEL ZATULOV  FINANCE

DIGITAL

JOSH SCIORTINO  ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ADVERTISING

BARBARA JUSTICE  Senior Graphic Designer/Advertising Services  BJustice@historynet.com
RICHARD E. VINCENT  National Sales Manager  RVincent@historynet.com

KIM GODDARD  National Sales Manager  KGoddard@historynet.com
RICK GOWER  Georgia  rick@rickgower.com

TERRY JENKINS  TENN., KY., MISS., ALA., FLA., MASS.  TJenkins@historynet.com

DIRECT RESPONSE ADVERTISING

RUSSELL JOHNS ASSOCIATES  800-649-9800  CWT@russelljohns.com

© 2016  H ISTORYNET ,  LLC

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION AND BACK ISSUES

Subscription Information: 800-435-0715
Yearly Subscriptions in U.S.: $39.95  

Back Issues: 800-358-6327 

Civil War Times (ISSN 1546-9980) is published bimonthly by HistoryNet, LLC
1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, Tysons, VA 22102-4883   703-771-9400
Periodical postage paid at Leesburg, VA and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER, send address changes to:
Civil War Times, P.O. Box 422224, Palm Coast, FL 32142-2224

List Rental Inquiries: Belkys Reyes, Lake Group Media, Inc.  914-925-2406;
belkys.reyes@lakegroupmedia.com

Canada Publications Mail Agreement No. 41342519, Canadian GST No. 821371408RT0001

The contents of this magazine may not be reproduced in whole or in part
without the written consent of HistoryNet, LLC

P R O U D L Y  M A D E  I N  T H E  U S A

�
�

4    CIVIL WAR TIMES   JUNE 2016



You have a secret hidden up your sleeve. Strapped to your wrist
is a miniature masterpiece, composed of hundreds of tiny moving
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MONUMENTAL CHARGE

I thoroughly enjoyed the article “Town 
Square Soldiers,” by Sarah Beetham, in 
the February issue. It is a hobby of mine 
when visiting different towns to search 
out Civil War monuments and funerary 
art in cemeteries or civic areas. I never 
tire of it, whether it be a common or 
uncommon pose.

When I do see an uncommon pose, 
however, it sticks in my mind. I do 
not remember the Southern town’s 
name, but I remember that their soldier 
had his weapon lowered at “Charge 
bayonet,” and I thought, “whoa—that’s 
different!” But the “toughest looking 
soldier I’ve seen is in the town square 
of Keene, N.H., a most formidable-
looking soldier if ever I’ve seen one.

W.J. Halpin
Trumbull, Conn.

GALLAGHER, GETTYSBURG 
AND MEMORY

I have been a follower of Gary 
Gallagher’s work for years, and I even 
took his DVD Civil War course. I was 
reading his February issue “Insight” 
column about memory and the Civil 
War, where he said about Gettysburg, 
“…We know it was the conflict’s 
bloodiest battle, the last time a Rebel 
army invaded the United States.” 
President Lincoln must be turning over 
in his grave. The president has so much 
trouble convincing his generals that 
the United States had never dissolved, 
and here comes Gallagher putting the 
old spin on the topic. Thanks, Gary; in 
addition to your excellent scholarship, 
now you also made me smile.

Bob Ettl
Hampton Bays, N.Y.

SOLDIER DREAMS
In my almost 36 years as a university professor, 
I have never felt compelled to write to an editor 
to either compliment or criticize an article that 
was published.

However, I feel that credit should be given 
where it is due. And I now write to compliment 
Civil War Times on its publication of  “In Their 
Heads,” by Jonathan W. White in the December 
2015 issue. An extremely innovative and infor-
mative article about the dreams of Civil War 
soldiers, White’s essay so impressed me that 
I read it to my Civil War class last semester, a 
first for me. And the students enjoyed it immensely. Indeed, one of the best discus-
sions of the semester was inspired by my reading this article to them.

I must confess that over the years I have become somewhat jaded and jaundiced 
by articles and essays that cover such well-trodden ground that not only is there 
little new included in them but you can almost predict the sources upon which they 
were based. Thus I am always intrigued and impressed by ingenious scholarship, and 
White’s essay surely achieves both. I eagerly look forward to his book on this subject. 
It will add an exciting new dimension to Civil War scholarship. Congratulations to 
both your magazine and to Dr. White for this marvelous piece of scholarship.

Jason H. Silverman
Ellison Capers Palmer Jr. Professor of History, Winthrop University

�

HOMECOMING FANTASY
A sleeping warrior dreams of 
returning to his family, in an 
illustration for sheet music of 
Cornelius Everest’s 1862 song 
“The Soldier’s Vision.”

IN THEIR

HEADS

SOLDIERS DREAMED OF
BATTLE, LOVED ONES AND 
INFIDELITY. AND CHEESE

By Jonathan W. White

DECEMBER 2015    27

PRINTS, ENGRAVINGS and postal 
covers abounded with titles like �e 
Soldier’s Dream of Home, �e Soldier’s 
Dream of Peace or �e American 
Patriot’s Dream during the war. he 
images in them were similar: A 
sleeping warrior, dreaming of home. 
Sentimental depictions like these 
were especially popular with troops, 
as they captured the kinds of dreams 
so many young men experienced. 
“Is not this beautiful,” enthused one 
Ohio soldier to his iancée in April 
1862, referring to the poem “he 
Soldier’s Dream.” A Confederate 
man wrote his wife: “Did you ever see 
a picture called the soldiers dream? 
I have seen it somewhere, possibly 
in an old magazine. he artist had 
certainly seen life in camps and had 
a wife and baby.”

26    CIVIL WAR TIMES

CWTP-151200-DREAMS.indd   26-27

CORRECTION

Thank you for running my 

interview, “Arlington’s Other 

Heirs,” in the April issue. I wanted 

to bring to your attention an error. 

On P. 23 I’m quoted as saying, 

“Later on, in 1876, he [Peter 

Joseph] served as a Louisiana 

presidential elector for Benjamin 

Harrison.” Peter Joseph actually 

served as a Louisiana presidential 

elector for Rutherford B. Hayes 

in the highly contested 1876 

election with Samuel Tilden. This 

is significant because Louisiana 

was a critical state in deciding 

the election’s winner. Hayes 

lost a very close popular vote, 

and the eight electoral votes for 

Louisiana, a Reconstruction state, 

hung in the balance due to claims 

of vote fraud and bribery. The 

Louisiana electoral votes were 

awarded Hayes, who ultimately 

won the electoral vote 185-to-184 

and ended Reconstruction in the 

South. In Peter’s 1905 obituary, it 

mentions he was offered a bribe 

of $100,000 to vote for Tilden. For 

the record, that would equate to 

about $2.25 million today. 

 Steve Hammond, Sterling, Va.

WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU !

e-mail us at
cwtletters@historynet.com

or send letters to
Civil War Times,
1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, 
Tysons, VA  22102-4883
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Through the National Park Service’s Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund, 17 battlefields in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Tennessee and Virginia will all be 
receiving sizable grants to safeguard sites from encroaching 
development. Altogether the funding, announced in October 2015 

and January of this year, will help to protect 1,640 acres. Sites desig-

nated for grants include Elkins Ferry and Prairie Grove in Arkansas; 

Rocky Face Ridge and Chickamauga in Georgia; Perryville in Ken-

tucky; South Mountain in Maryland; Champion Hill in Mississippi; 

Shiloh in Tennessee; and Appomattox, Brandy Station, Deep Bottom, Fredericksburg, Gaines Mill, Glendale, Kerns- 

town, Opequon and Sailor’s Creek in Virginia. No doubt most readers would agree with NPS Director Jonathan B. 

Jarvis’ statement on the program’s goal: “Safeguarding these battlefields is an essential part of preserving places 

that tell the story of one of the most impactful periods in our nation’s history.” Some might be surprised, how-

ever, to learn where this funding actually comes from—fees for offshore drilling, paid by oil and gas companies. 

Shiloh National Cemetery. The battlefield 
received a $95,200 grant for additional land.

War Corre  spond ent’s
Arch at South 
Mountain, Md.

��

NPS TO USE $5.3 MILLION TO 

PROTECT ENDANGERED
CIVIL WAR SITES
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IN THE NAME OF ABE
����

�

Enough was done

for glory
—President Jefferson Davis to Brig. Gen. 

P.G.T. Beauregard after First Bull Run

�
Q U O T A B L E

S
UMMER WILL BE HERE SOON, the very best 
time to get a different view of Civil War sites—from 
the water. During the warm-weather months, water-
borne options are available for historic tourists of all 
ages and interests, for rugged Outward Bound-types as 

well as those of us who prefer, shall we say, a more leisurely approach. 
On June 23 and 29, and July 23, take a Ranger-guided tour of 

the Monocacy River in a canoe or kayak and explore Maryland’s 
Monocacy Battlefield from an intriguing new perspective. For full 
details and registration information, see apm.activecommunities.
com/frederickcntyparksandrec/Activity_Search/monocacy-river-
guided-paddle-trips/6854

If you’re planning to visit Tennessee this summer, two different 
canoe tours are coming up: On June 23, an NPS Ranger will lead 
the “Sherman’s Crossing from North Chickamauga Creek to 
South Chickamauga Creek” tour. Or on July 14 you could sign 
up to follow a Ranger in the “Lookout Creek to Brown’s Ferry” 
excursion. Check out nps.gov/chch for details and reservations.

Canoeists get a great look at 
Antietam’s Burnside Bridge.

A BETTER WAY TO SEE

BATTLEFIELDS

SINCE THE LINCOLN 
Bicentennial Foundation started making 
grants in 2010, it has provided nearly 
$600,000 for over 60  diverse projects, as well 
as colloquiums, museum and digitization 
projects. The Foundation announced a final 
round of grants amounting to $72,000, 
awarded to: Southern Illinois University 
Press, for its “Concise Lincoln” book series; 
Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky 
University in conjunction with the Jacob 
Rader Marcus Center of the American 
Jewish Archives, to co-host a conference 
on “Abraham Lincoln and the Germans”; 
Philadelphia’s “Images of the Motherland” 
project; Chicago’s Newberry Library, to help 
fund a radio program on soldiers’ recollections 
of Lincoln; the Papers of Abraham Lincoln 
Project; the Lincoln Bicentennial website;
and President Lincoln’s Cottage in 
Washington, D.C. Foundation 
Chairman Harold Holzer 
said, “We are grateful to 
the communities and 
institutions across the 
country which have 
consistently stepped 
up with creative and 
fulfilling proposals for 
bringing to Lincoln the 
study and attention he 
continues to deserve.”

IF YOU’RE A FAN OF THE MERCY STREET SERIES who 

would like to sit back and relax rather than paddle, DC Military Tours 

will be offering regular excursions on the Potomac River. Those tours, 

which are scheduled for the second Saturday and fourth Friday of each 

month, start at 2 p.m. at the Alexandria City Marina. 

Call 703-407-6663, or visit dcmilitarytour.com for more information. 
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CIVIL WAR IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH

C
ivil War in the American South” is a digital repository focused on 
the antebellum and war years that includes 10,000 items from 30 
libraries across the southeastern United States. It is part of the 
larger Association of Southeastern Research Libraries (ASERL), 
“the largest regional research library consortium” in the country. 

The beauty of this website is that the entire collection is keyword search-
able or can be browsed alphabetically, and it features digital images of all the 
holdings, not just transcriptions. Admittedly, it would be nice to see this col-
lection include Reconstruction, but visitors will be impressed by its breadth.

Some of the diary and letter collections cover a single year or season, while 
others cover most of the war. Literature fans may gravitate toward the papers 
of Alabamian Augusta Evans Wilson Papers, which include her personal cor-
respondence, newspaper clippings and a manuscript copy of her novel Vashti. 

The Calvin Shedd Papers feature letters by Sergeant Shedd of Company 
A, 7th New Hampshire Infantry, to his wife, describing life with his unit in  
South Carolina. The Gras-Lauzin Family Papers (1861-1867) include 71 letters 
to or from Hennrietta Bernadine Lauzin, the daughter of a Baton Rouge mer-
chant, exchanged between two Rebel soldiers and neighbors on the home 
front. A similar focus is found in the documents covering 1850 through 1865  
in the “Intellectual Underpinnings of the American Civil War,” which empha-
size non-military matters in Mississippi. 

The “Vanishing Georgia” section features 201 photographs (of 18,000 in the 
collection) of people, places and architecture. These showcase some unusual 
images, including one of an enslaved woman sitting next to stacked books 
(above right). The Records of the Medical College of Virginia include patient 
records and correspondence. Legal enthusiasts will likely be drawn to the 

THE WAR ON THE NET
http : //american-south .org

Troup County (Georgia) Superior Court 
Records (1827-1900), including criminal 
and debtor/creditor cases and naturaliza-
tion records.

The “Civil War in the American South” 
digital collections have something for 
most any researcher, scholar, teacher or 
enthusiast. It might be best to start your 
search by browsing the collections alpha-
betically by title to get a sense of what 
exists, and then narrowing your search by 
keyword.—Susannah J. Ural

��

�

�

“

Though he was born in Kentucky, the 16th president spent much of his 
adolescence in southern Indiana. The Indiana State Museum recently 
announced it just acquired a significant artifact associated with those 
years: a wooden bench mallet that Lincoln used to pound pegs into 
furniture while working with his father, Thomas. About 11 inches long, 
the tool—which is inlaid with square-edge nails to form the initials “AL” 
and the year young Abe fashioned it, apparently from a splitting maul, 
1829—was long privately held by some former neighbors of the Lincolns. 
To f ind out more, see the museum website: indianamuseum.org.

Abe Lincoln’s rustic, 
personalized mallet.



310 E. Broadway Bardstown, KY                         

(502) 349-0291
www.civil-war-museum.org

Email: museumrow@bardstowncable.net

The finest collection of 

Western Theatre Civil War 

artifacts in the United States!

Civil War Museum
of the Western Theatre

In Historic Bardstown, Kentucky
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 Women’s Civil War Museum
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Civil War Trail
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Trails that define and tell the Civil 

War story - preserved in Greeneville 

and Greene County Tennessee’s 

scenic and historical landscape. 
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Experience History!
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QUIZ

NAME THIS LOCATION

in the Confederate heartland 
and send your answer via e-mail to 
DShoaf@history net.com or via regular 
mail (1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, 
Tysons, VA, 22102-4883) marked 
“River Bend.” The first correct answer 
will win a book. Congrats to last issue’s 
winners, Lawrence Krull, O’Fallon, 
Mo., and George Walters, Towson, Md., 
who correctly identified President 
Street Station in Baltimore, Md. 

AMERICAN

HISTORY

VisitVicksburg.com
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SOUTHERN
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Why wait until July 4th to 

celebrate Independence Day 

when you can see fireworks 

and learn some history two 

days beforehand? On July 2, 

attend “America’s Picnic 1860” 

at Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Park, in West 

Virginia, to get a different 

perspective on the holiday. 

Attendance is free with park 

admission. For details, 

check out nps.gov/hafe.

READY 
FOR 
THE 

FOURTH?



STAND VERY STILL
THE CIVIL WAR’S marvelous photographic record is one of the reasons the conflict remains so popu-
lar as a field of interest. The science and art of photography had a little more than 20 years to develop before the 
conflict began, which meant there were dozens of “photographic artists” in America familiar with the new craft. 
Some of the era’s images are so clear and deep, so well staged and poignant that modern digital photography can 
seem soulless in comparison. But not every photo was an artistic tour de force. Take this image from Fort Woodbury, 
in Arlington, Va., one of the fortifications built to protect the U.S. capital. The Union soldiers appear uncomfortable 
with being soldiers, as well as with having their picture taken—and the photographer made things worse by com-
posing the image oddly. In 1862 The New York Times famously editorialized that photos of the dead on the Antietam 
battleground had brought home to Americans “the terrible reality and earnestness of war.” But wartime images could 
also capture the awkwardness of living citizen-soldiers thrust into an alien environment.

1

2

3
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1. Many of these men are wearing 
infantry accoutrements. They may 
have posed as artillerymen, or per-
haps were infantrymen pressed into 
servicing the gun. This soldier has 
an infantryman’s cartridge box, and 
also appears to have a knife and 
two small pistols stuck into his belt.

2. The center of attention is a 
Model 1819 24-pounder smoothbore 
siege and garrison cannon mounted 
on a front-pintle barbette carriage. 
That meant it pivoted from the 
front and could be pushed closer to 
its embrasure, to protect its crew.

3. A baldric supports a Model 1840 
noncommissioned officer’s sword 
on this soldier, though he isn’t 
wearing the three-sleeve stripes 
of that rank. Distinctions of rank 
rather than weapons, such swords 
rarely saw service outside garrisons. 
With a holstered pistol on his belt, 
the man stands before a rack hold-
ing the cannon’s implements.

4. The men wear dark blue trou-
sers instead of the more common 
light blue variety, and are proba-
bly members of the 4th Michigan 
Infantry. This soldier, who has seen 
fit to tuck his four-button fatigue 
coat into his pants, is also wearing 
a peculiar pillbox-type camp hat 
that was worn by members of the 
4th Michigan early in the war. 

5. Swabbing a hot barrel with a 
sponge-rammer dipped into a water 
bucket (on the ground) was an 
essential part of gun drill. Another 
sponge-rammer rests on the rack, 
while the jacket-tucker holds the 
rammer used for ramming pow-
der and projectile down the barrel. 
The man working the sponge has 
an impressive side knife, though 
his bayonet is missing. It’s likely 
attached to a musket in a stack of 
arms outside the camera’s view.

JUNE 2016   CIVIL WAR TIMES    13
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ON APRIL 10, 1865, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles 
mused about news of U.S. Grant’s “capture of Lee and his army” the previous 
day. “The tidings were spread over the country during the night,” noted Welles, 
“and the nation seems delirious with joy….This surrender of the great rebel 
Captain and the most formidable and reliable army of the secessionists virtually 
terminates the rebellion.” Welles predicted that there would be some continued 
“marauding, and robbing & murder…but no great battle, no conflict of armies, 
after the news of yesterday reaches the different sections.” One day later George 
Templeton Strong, the observant New Yorker whose diary ranks among the best 
of all 19th-century accounts, suggested in clipped sentences that the demise 
of Lee’s army carried decisive weight: “People hold the war virtually ended. It 
looks so. Lee is out of the game.” Acerbic Richmond editor Edward A. Pollard, 
whose massive Southern History of the War chronicled the stormy life of the 
Confederacy as it unfolded, echoed Welles and Strong. In the final volume of his 

DID THE WAR
END IN 1865?
SOME DON’T BELIEVE LEE’S SURRENDER

MARKED THE CONFLICT’S CONCLUSION

POSTWAR BLOODLETTING

Cartoonist Thomas Nast blamed 
President Andrew Johnson, seen 
lurking to the right, and his policies 
for the 1866 New Orleans riot.

Southern History, completed in 1865, 
Pollard remarked, “The surrender of 
General Lee drew after it important 
and rapid consequences, and, in effect, 
terminated the war.” 

Although these three witnesses 
anticipated how most Americans 
would understand the end of the 
Civil War, an increasing number of 
scholars have questioned whether 
Lee’s surrender should be reckoned 
the decisive indicator of Confeder-
ate national failure and the effective 
end of the war. The onset of the 
sesquicentennial of Reconstruction 
has inspired a good deal of attention 
to what some historians have labeled 
“the long Civil War.” This builds on 
a phenomenon that has been present 
for a number of years and seeks to 
emphasize postwar violence in the 
former Confederacy and the conflict’s 
other enduring consequences. Within 
this chronological reframing, the war 
did not end at Appomattox but rather 
extended through Reconstruction, or 

By Gary W. Gallagher
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through the Jim Crow era, or down 
to the present—“the war that never 
ended” syndrome.

For far too long, argue those who 
embrace the analytical lens of a long 
Civil War, a disproportionate number 
of authors and readers have burrowed 
ever more deeply into the period 
between Fort Sumter and Appo-
mattox, treating those four bloody 
years largely in isolation and there-
by depriving the conflict of needed 

context. A longer perspective works 
against a focus on Appomattox, which 
stood alongside Gettysburg as one of 
the two events that received the most 
popular attention during Sesquicen-
tennial commemorations. Too much 
attention to Appomattox, in this view, 
creates a misleading impression that 
Grant and Lee fashioned an agree-
ment that ended fighting and opened 
the way for reunion and reconciliation. 

No serious person can dispute the 
necessity of placing the Civil War 

within a spacious 19th-century land-
scape. More specifically, any attempt 
to grasp the centrality of the conflict 
to the larger story of American history 
must engage with its long-term racial, 
constitutional, social and commemo-
rative effects. Many of the profound 
questions with which the Civil War 
generation grappled remain present, 
in some form, as we move through 
the second decade of the 21st century. 
Continuing debates about state ver-
sus central authority, the difficulty of 
ordering a biracial (now multiracial) 
society in a fair manner, the challenges 
of a military occupation, the friction 
between military and political impera-
tives in a war, and wrangling about 
messy aftermaths of armed confron-

tations all bring Civil War examples 
to mind. 

But constructions of a long 
Civil War should not obscure the 
fact that the conflict, which 
placed more than 3 million men 
under arms and killed perhaps a 
quarter of them, did end in 
1865. Clear indications of this 
fact include the surrender of all 
Confederate military forces, the 
dismantling of the Confederate 
state, the restoration of the Union, 

the destruction of slavery and the 
rapid demobilization of a million 

citizen-soldiers of the United States. 
These are huge outcomes that under-
score the unequivocal termination of a 
struggle that, had the verdict on the 
battlefield been otherwise, would have 
established a powerful republic devot-
ed to the perpetuation of slavery. 

The political and social conflict 
that followed Appomattox should 
not be considered an extension of 
the war by other means. Postwar vio-
lence, however grotesque at times, 
did not approach in scale or fury the 
seismic military carnage of the war 
years. The bloodiest incidents dur-
ing Reconstruction, among them the 
New Orleans and Memphis riots 
of 1866 and the Colfax massacre of 
1873, scarcely would have qualified 
as skirmishes during the actual war. 
Moreover, the former Confederates 

perpetrating much of the postwar vio-
lence had vastly scaled back their goals, 
from establishing a pro-slavery nation-
state to regaining local political power 
and maintaining white supremacy. 

Ex-Confederates mounted a deter-
mined effort to salvage what they 
could from a shattering defeat. Most 
almost certainly would have preferred 
to reinstitute slavery, but they settled 
for a watered-down version of a social 
structure within which white people 
exerted economic, legal and social con-
trol over millions of black people. The 
Jim Crow South, a reality by the late 
19th century, lasted for many decades 
and should be viewed as the most 
obvious expression of the Confederate 
generation’s response to defeat. 

To describe postwar events as a vio-
lent continuation of the military action 
of 1861-1865, however, robs the most 
all-encompassing war in American 
history of much of its singularity and 
meaning. Too great an emphasis on 
the long Civil War, in fact, can reduce 
the conflict itself to just one episode or 
event among many—and strip Appo-
mattox of any claim to signaling the 
conclusion of the nightmarish conflict. 
Grant, it is worth mentioning, im -
mediately accepted the centrality of 
what transpired on April 9, 1865. In 
his Memoirs, he averred that Lee’s sur-
render essentially closed the rebellion. 
“I determined to return to Washington 
at once,” he explained, “with a view to 
putting a stop to the purchase of sup-
plies, and what I now deemed other 
useless outlay of money.” For the gen-
eral in chief, managing the transition 
to peace had already begun. ✯

THE CIVIL WAR
PLACED MORE THAN

3 MILLION
MEN UNDER ARMS
AND KILLED
PERHAPS A

QUARTER
OF THEM

�

RIGHTS FOR ALL

Nast depicted the proud goddess 
Liberty dispensing equal rights 
during Reconstruction. 



Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Facts and fi gures deemed accurate as of February 2016. 
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately 
issued and licensed collectibles, and is not affi liated with the United States government. GovMint.com is not an 
investment company and does not offer fi nancial advice or sell items as an investment. The collectible coin market 
is speculative, and coin values may rise or fall over time. All rights reserved. © 2016 GovMint.com. 

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

GovMint.com 

Millions Demand America’s Purest Silver Dollar.  
Shouldn’t You? 

Secure Your New 2016 Eagle Silver Dollars Now!

Shocking 

Introductory Price!

$17 95each

Shocking 

Introductory Price!

$17 95each

M
illions of people collect the 
American Eagle Silver Dollar. In 
fact it’s been the country’s most 

popular Silver Dollar for thirty years. Try 
as they might, that makes it a very hard 
“secret” to keep quiet. And right now, 
many of those same people are lining up 
to secure the brand new 2016 U.S. Eagle 
Silver Dollars —placing their orders now 
to ensure that they get America’s newest 
Silver Dollar, in stunning Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition, before millions 
of others beat you to it.

America’s Brand New 
Silver Dollar

This is a strictly limited release on the 30th 
anniversary of one of the most beautiful 
silver coins in the world. Today you have 
the opportunity to secure these massive, 
hefty one full Troy ounce U.S. Silver 
Dollars in Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) 
condition. The 100-year-old design fea-
tures a walking Lady Liberty draped in a 
U.S. flag on one side and a majestic U.S. 
Eagle and shield on the other.

But the clock is ticking...  

The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal—

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED
Silver is by far the most affordable of all 
precious metals — and each full Troy 
ounce American Eagle Silver Dollar is gov-
ernment-guaranteed for its 99.9% purity, 
authenticity, and legal tender status. 

A Coin Flip You Can’t 
Afford to Lose

Why are we releasing the most popular 
Silver Dollar in America for a remarkably 
affordable price? We’re doing it to intro-
duce you to what hundreds of thousands 
of smart collectors and satisfied customers 
have known since 1984—GovMint.com is 
the best source for coins worldwide.

Timing is Everything
Our advice? Keep this to yourself. The 
more people who know about this offer, 
the worse for you. Demand for Silver 
Eagles in recent years has shattered 
records. Experts predict that the 30th 
anniversary 2016 Silver Eagles may break 
them once again. 

30-Day Money-Back 
Guarantee

You must be 100% satisfied with your 
2016 American Eagle Silver Dollars or 
return them within 30 days of receipt for a 
prompt refund (less s/h). Don’t miss out 
on this exciting new release. Call immedi-
ately to secure these American Eagle Silver 
Dollars NOW! 

 2016 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU

Shocking Low Price  $17.95 ea. 
(plus s/h) LIMIT 10.

Additional 2016 Silver Eagle BU Dollars 
may be purchased for $18.95 each. 
Limited to 50 total coins per household.

FREE SHIPPING on 9 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $150 before taxes 
(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on 

previous purchases.

 For fastest service, call today toll-free

1-800-969-0686
Offer Code ESB268-03

Please mention this code when you call.



18    CIVIL WAR TIMES   JUNE 2016

6
SMOKIN’

PIPES
NICOTINE, in a pre-Surgeon 

General era, was a favorite stimulant. 
In Hard   tack and Coffee: The Unwritten 
Story of Soldier Life, veteran John D. 
Billings referred to the “proverbial 
soldier’s pastime of smoking,” adding, 
“A pipe was their omnipresent com-
panion.” Some men transformed a 
habit into an art form, carving beau-
tiful pipe bowls complete with battle 
honors and patriotic embellishments. 

Generals enjoyed a good puff too. 
Union commander Phil Sheridan 
reportedly owned this bowl, carved 
out of meerschaum, a soft mineral. 
His pipe is embellished with crossed 
sabers and the initial “S.”

Major Robert Burns of the 4th Michigan Cavalry must have 
enjoyed cradling this wonderful lobed bowl with a silver 
rim. Western Theater fights “Stone River,” “Chickamauga” 
and those from the Atlanta Campaign adorn his pipe.

John Howard Kitching, colonel of the 6th 
New York Heavy Artillery, etched his 
name and “1864” on this bowl. Later 
that year, at the Battle of Cedar 
Creek, he was mortally wounded.
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Did the whittler carve this pipe in his own 
image? Federal shields appear on its neck, along 
with sabers. The bowl would have likely been 
capped off with a carved hat—perhaps a forage 
cap—that is now missing.

Captain Seth B. Ryder of the 5th New York Cavalry 
found plenty of time to carve this pipe during his 
stay at Richmond’s Libby Prison. The prison name 
appears in thick relief on the bowl’s front.

The carver of this burl pipe bowl is unknown, but the battle 
honors “Fair Oaks, “White Oak Swamp,” “Antietam” and 
“Fredericksburg” carved into it give clues to his term of service.
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REALM OF
REFUGEES

LONG ROAD

This family of African-
American refugees has 
made it as far as the 
Union lines.

CWT: Where did your interest in the Civil War begin? 
YS: My dad is a Holocaust survivor, and the history of  
refugees and of armies moving across spaces has always been  
something that I thought a lot about. The idea of the book is  
that the war took place not just on the battlefields and the  
home front but on the roads and swamps that connected  
battlefields and home fronts. 

A TRIP ACROSS THE 
American South while she was a graduate 
student at Princeton University provided 
the seed of Yael A. Sternhell’s 2012 book 
Routes of War. The hurdles she faced navi-
gating the quickest way from point to point 
convinced her of the unexamined centrality 
of movement during the war, not only for 
soldiers but for civilians as well. Now an as-
sistant professor at Tel Aviv University, the 
Israeli scholar talks about how her research 
offers a different perspective on what was 
going on inside the Confederacy.

with Yael A. Sternhell

CWT: Explain about the migration back 
to Virginia at the outset of the war.
YS: Before the war, Virginia was becoming a 
has-been of the South, no longer the center 
of economic or political power. Suddenly with 
the outbreak of war and the transformation of 
Richmond into a capital city, Virginia moves 
back to the center of attention.

CWT: You write about how the idea 
of the Confederate nation was formed. 
YS: In the spring of 1861, the Confederacy is 
in existence, but it’s really not very palpable to 
Southerners. The postal service is still deliv-
ering the mail. Other functions of the federal 
government at this point are not particularly 
felt in the daily lives of Southerners. My 
argument is that the new shared identity of 
Southerners and Confederates largely comes 
into life in the interactions between soldiers 
and civilians. Civilians cel ebrate the traveling 
soldiers. From the spring of 1861 to when 
battles begin, they are the only tangible proof 
civilians have that the Confederacy is indeed a 
living creature which is about to execute a war 
for independence. 

CWT: They did not even 
have standardized uniforms.
YS: They carry their own guns. They wear 
uniforms that their sisters and wives have 
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sewn for them. There is nothing that 
even resembles uniform military 
equipment or training. They will not 
in fact become soldiers until they 
arrive in Virginia. Along the route 
to Virginia they are pretending to 
be soldiers for the sake of their own 
sense of purpose, but mostly for the 
sake of the civilians watching them 
from the roadside, creating these 
manufactured scenes of admiration 
for the South’s nascent military force. 

CWT: What groups were 
the focus of your research?
YS: I focus on the experience of 
Confederate soldiers, but I have 
also looked into three other groups 
of Southerners: African-American 
slaves, deserters (white soldiers in the 
Southern army) and refugees, mostly 
upper-class women. African Amer-
icans are not the only Southerners 
fleeing authority, and the fleeing—
whether from a superior officer or 
from a conquering Union regiment—
was an experience shared by people of 
different races and genders.
 
CWT: You mention some interracial 
groups formed in flight.
YS: There are moments where run-
away deserters and stragglers from the 
army and runaway slaves form groups 
that subsist in the woods, getting help 
from friends and relatives. They are 
hiding from the authority of slave-
holders and the authority of conscrip-
tion in the army—which toward the 
war’s end became an oppressive and 
forceful set of policies by the Confed-
erate government.

CWT: You highlight the experience 
of upper-class women who flee from 
their plantation homes. 
YS: I have seen the most heartbreak-
ing letters that women write to men 
in the army, begging them to allow 
them to join them, begging them to 
come help them, begging them for 
advice about where to go and what 
to do. It is particularly interesting 
because of the restrictions on female 
mobility before the war, when a 

respectable woman could not travel or 
make arrangements for travel on her 
own. Then the Union Army is at the 
gates, and that woman has to pack up 
her belongings and find a new home.

CWT: Explain your interpretation 
of absenteeism in the CSA. 
YS: One of the fundamental premises 
of military service is that you lose 
your freedom. By joining an army, you 
relinquish some of your most basic 
rights and allow the army to do with 
you as it pleases. For these men, there 
is an inherent contradiction between 
being a white Southern man who 
enjoys all these rights, and being a 
soldier, relegated to obeying orders. 
Hence we see a wide-scale epidemic 
of desertion and straggling.

CWT: Haven’t they lost faith 
in the Confederate cause? 
YS: It is not necessarily ideologically 
motivated. You could be 100 percent 
committed to the Confederate cause, 
many were, and yet decide that you 
want the evening off—that you’re 10 
miles from your cousin’s farm and 
dirty and hungry and tired, and even 
though your orders are to wake up 
tomorrow and continue marching, 
you’re going to go to your cousin’s 
to clean up and get a good meal and 
a night’s sleep. This insistence on 
employing one’s fundamental right 
to move at will is not necessarily 
out of rejection of the Confederacy 
or despair about the war; it merely 
meant that white men were unwilling 
to give up the right to move at will 

and were determined to exercise it. 
The evidence for this in the historical 
record is overwhelming. 

CWT: How does it show up?
YS: At the war’s end, the Confederate 
Army rolls say 400,000 soldiers, and 
there are 200,000 present for duty. So 
by 1865, half of the army is absent 
without leave. Desertion and strag-
gling stems from the fact that many 
white men are unwilling to give up 
their right to move at will, but intend 
to come back and fight like hell in 
the next battle. We also see officers 
absent without leave, going into town 
and taking the night off. We see a lot 
of breaches in the Army’s regulation 
of movement, which I think also goes 
to show the extent to which these 
men are simply unwilling to give up 
what they see as a right of the white 
Southern man. 

CWT: Talk about how the war ends.
YS: The Confederate government 
never actually surrenders—it flees 
Richmond, and its flight is one of 
the most powerful symbols of the 
Confederacy’s disintegration. We’ve 
always taken for granted that the war 
ends at Appomattox. But during the 
conflict’s last year, Southerners hoped 
for another large-scale battle, which 
never took place. The war ended with 
soldiers fleeing, hungry, exhausted, 
ready to give up. It takes place on the 
road, not the battlefield. 

CWT: What is your next project?
YS: I’m focusing on the Confederate 
archive in Washington, which starts 
out as legal papers for what everyone 
expects will be a series of postwar 
trials. These trials never take place, 
and the documents gradually become 
historical documents, published as 
the War of the Rebellion:The Official 
Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies. This is basically a story about 
how the federal government creates 
Confederate history. ✯

Interview conducted by Senior Editor 
Sarah Richardson

I HAVE SEEN THE MOST

HEART 
BREAKING
LETTERS THAT
WOMEN WRITE TO
MEN IN THE ARMY

�
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WHILE WORKING ON THE FIRST BULL RUN 
hospital story (P. 52), I looked into the background of Edward Neill, the chaplain of the 1st Minnesota 
Infantry who had the unhappy task of trying to locate his regiment’s wounded, and discovered he had 
quite a full postwar career. In 1869 Andrew Johnson appointed Neill the U.S. commissioner of Education, 
and when Ulysses S. Grant came into office that same year, he made Neill consul to Dublin. Close to my 
own heart, Neill was also a historian who wrote a number of books. Gleaning even this much superficial 
information about the chaplain’s accomplishments provides him additional dimension in my view—beyond 
just another soldier frantically struggling to cope with battlefield carnage. It also reminds me yet again 
that though the war may have ended in 1865 (P. 14), veterans carried their experiences with them for 
the rest of their lives. So many former soldiers went into postwar politics, for example, that the term 
“waving the bloody shirt” came into popular use during Reconstruction. It referred to Northern politicians, 
particularly Radical Republicans, who used their military experiences to further their political careers. And 
after Andrew Johnson, the next six presidents had all had some military experience in the Civil War. I 
usually avoid any mention of modern politics in this column, but I could not help thinking of the current 
presidential campaign, where none of the candidates has military experience—but all have weighed in on 
matters of war. It seems to me they are all lacking some dimensionality. –D.B.S.

AFTERLIVES
POSTWAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS ADD DIMENSION

SURVIVORS  Lucius Fairchild, above, 
lost an arm at Gettysburg and became 
known for “waving the bloody shirt” in 
postwar political campaigns that led 
him to the governorship of Wisconsin. 
At left, Fairchild relaxes with fellow 
Iron Brigade veterans Edward Bragg, 
center, and John Gibbon, right.
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BY  THOMAS G. CLEMENS



BATTLEFIELD SLEUTHING
PINPOINTS THE LOCATION

OF GEN. MCCLELLAN’S

ANTIETAM
NERVE CENTER
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OBSERVATION POST

The Pry family’s elegant 
home provided Maj. Gen. 
George B. McClellan with 
excellent views of the 
Antietam battlefield. 
The general’s main 
headquarters, however, 
remained elsewhere.
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Since that battle was fought, the Pry House has 
been identified as “McClellan’s Headquarters,” 
because it was believed that Maj. Gen. George 
B. McClellan established his base of operations 
there. That supposition has long been support-
ed by the National Park Service’s brochures and 
website, as well as battlefield markers. 

And why not? The Pry family’s oral history 
includes references to McClellan and several of 
his staff officers being present in their home 
during the fighting. In the material held in the 
Pry family papers at the Antietam National 
Battlefield, family members consistently refer 
to their home as “McClellan’s Headquarters.” 
Thomas J.C. Williams included a picture of 
the Pry home in his 1906 History of Washing-
ton County, and stated it was McClellan’s head-
quarters on September 17. Legions of historians 
and buffs have long believed that McClellan 
remained at the Pry House throughout the 
12-hour-long battle. 

BUT IS THAT WHAT ACTUALLY HAP- 

pened? After all, commanders frequently left 
their headquarters, which were usually locat-
ed behind battle lines, to establish a forward 

andsome 19th-century 
farmhouses dot the preserved 
Antietam battlefield and 
surrounding area, testifying 
to the region’s agricultural 
wealth during the war. Phillip 
and Elizabeth Pry built one of 

those homes in 1844: a two-story brick house with a 
hipped roof and a classical Greek Revival portico, then 
the height of fashion. The Pry home stood two miles 
east of Sharpsburg, Md., reached by a lane that ran 
northwestward off the Boonsboro Turnpike. Situated 
on the bluffs above Antietam Creek’s east bank, the 
house usually afforded the Prys a sweeping panorama 
of abundant crops and livestock-filled pastures. But 
on September 17, 1862, those fields were filled with 
thousands of soldiers of the Army of Northern 
Virginia and the Army of the Potomac, locked in the 
life-and-death struggle of the Battle of Antietam.

Keedysville circa 1880, looking east 
toward South Mountain
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command post or field headquarters. So a 
commanding general did not necessarily stay 
at an army headquarters throughout an entire 
engagement; it was instead a spot deemed safe 
from enemy fire, generally situated well to the 
rear, where communications could be received 
and large numbers of newly arrived troops 
could be organized if necessary before being 
sent into combat. 

Army commanders’ headquarters were usu-
ally very crowded. Numerous wagons filled 
with desks and papers, mess gear, tents and 
cots, and drawn by a large number of horses, 
had to remain close at hand. More than 1,000 
men, about two dozen staff officers plus sev-
eral clerks, cooks, aides and wagon drivers, 
were usually needed. Notably, however, the Pry 
family papers—and even more significant the 
family’s postwar Quartermaster’s Department 
damage claims—reference only “staff officers 
in the house, and items taken by order of Gen. 
Hooker and Gen. Sumner.” If roughly a thou-
sand extra soldiers and hundreds of horses had 
been on the property throughout McClellan’s 
stay, surely the Prys would have noted it. 

In fact, my research suggests that McClellan 
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This 1877 map of Keedysville shows some postwar features 

such as the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad spur, but the town 

had not significantly changed since the 1860s. 1. Little 

Antietam Creek twists through Keedysville. 2. General 

McClellan and his staff spent the night of September 15, 

1862, at the grove located here, a portion of which still 

remains today. Note the location of the German Reformed 

Church. 3. McClellan reportedly had his supper on 

September 15 in the 18th-century home built by Jacob Hess, 

which was constructed at an angle to the main street. The 

Hess mill is nearby. 4. John Keedy’s wartime home stood 

near here, but does not appear on this map. The 1874 house 

built by his son, Christian, can be seen. 5. From September 

16 until September 20, McClellan’s headquarters camp 

likely sprawled south of the cemetery and on both sides of 

the road that led to the Upper Bridge over Antietam Creek. 

Today it is known as Coffman Farm Road, but it no longer 

connects with the Upper Bridge. Modern Millrace Lane, 

the red line, runs south from Coffman Farm Road.

THE TOWN OF

KEEDYSVILLE

to Upp
er Bri

dge

to
Pry
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actually established the Army of the Potomac’s headquar-
ters in the village of Keedysville, about three miles north-
east of Sharpsburg, roughly midway between Boonsboro 
and Sharpsburg. In 1860 Keedysville consisted of 20 homes 
and some 380 inhabitants. Founded in the late 18th century, 
Keedysville was largely a farming community like Sharps-
burg, but a mill built by Jacob Hess in 1794 served to bring 
commerce to the little town. His mill was powered by Little 
Antietam Creek, which flowed eastward through Keedys-
ville and eventually joined Antietam Creek a bit west of the 
village and just south of a stone bridge, the “Upper Bridge” 
spanning the Antietam River. Similar in appearance to the 
famous Burnside Bridge farther to the south, the Upper 
Bridge still carries traffic today.

The Federal Army of the Potomac pounded into 
Keedysville on September 15, hot on the heels of the Army 
of Northern Virginia as it retreated to Sharpsburg. Lieu-
tenant Colonel David Hunter Strother, McClellan’s staff 
topographer, who was with McClellan on September 15, 
recorded in his diary that day: “stopping on a hill a half mile 
beyond Keedysville…to reconnoiter the enemy. After dark 
Gen. Marcy led the staff and escort back to a pretty grove 
adjoining a church and there passed the night.” 

The grove Strother referenced, located near the German 

Reformed Church on the town’s southeastern edge, was 
owned by the Keedy family. In the 1890s the Keedys would 
donate this grove of trees to the church, now known as Mt. 
Vernon Church of the United Church of Christ. Today you 
can still see part of this little wood on a small lot adjacent 
to the church.

General McClellan’s actions soon after his arrival in the 
Keedysville area were reported by New York Tribune corre-
spondent Alfred D. Richardson, who wrote that late in the 
afternoon of the 15th McClellan, led by his chief of staff 
and father-in-law, Brig. Gen. Randolph Marcy, went to the 
home of a Unionist family in Keedysville. Local folklore 
says that McClellan ate dinner that evening at the home 
Jacob Hess had built in the 18th century, near his mill in 
the middle of the village. Richardson added that Marcy 
had arranged for the commander to stay there overnight, 
as the headquarters wagon train had not yet arrived due to 
the heavy volume of troops and wagons moving on the road 
from Boonsboro toward Sharpsburg. But McClellan instead 
decided to spend the night near the fighting line. It’s clear 
there was no formal camp available for the general and his 
staff on the evening of the 15th.

Colonel Strother recorded that on the morning of the 
16th McClellan “rode to the front again leaving the body of 

AT THE CORE

The stone mill at right 
stood in the center 
of Keedysville. Built 
in 1841, it operated 
until 1954 and was 
torn down in 1960 
and replaced with 
a post office.The 
18th-century Jacob 
Hess home, seen in 
the background of 
this postwar image, 
is where General 
McClellan had dinner 
on September 15, 1862.
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his retinue awaiting orders in the grove.” That 
suggests McClellan may have spent the night 
in the church or slept on the ground nearby 
with his staff. Strother added that the staff 
“spent nearly all day lying about the church….” 
The captain later rode toward the front and 
met McClellan at the “brick house where 
headquarters was.” In this instance Strother 
was using a loose definition of “headquarters,” 
as he meant the field command post at the 
Pry House.

WE KNOW THAT MCCLELLAN SLEPT 

at the Pry House the night before the battle 
because the family mentions his doing so in 
documents held by the Antietam Battlefield. 
With his army stepping off at dawn, it made 
sense for McClellan to stay in order to observe 
that action. But there were insufficient rooms 
for all his staff, and Strother recalled that as 
evening fell on the 16th, “a number of aides,” 
including Strother himself, “were allowed to 
return to headquarters camp in rear of Keedys-
ville.” Discovering that the headquarters 
wagons had not yet arrived, the staff members 
found shelter in a private residence. 

After hearing cannon fire at breakfast on the 
morning of the 17th, Strother reported to the 
Pry House before 7:30 a.m., and found McClel-
lan conferring with the other generals. “Little 
Mac” left the house near 8 a.m. and spent most 
of the battle with Maj. Gen. Fitz-John Porter on 
a ridge nearer the Boonsboro-Shepherdstown 
Turnpike and Porter’s headquarters. McClel-
lan reportedly moved around quite a bit in the 
course of the battle, returning to the house only 
occasionally during the day. 

The headquarters wagons had finally arrived 
on the scene late on the 16th, and McClellan’s 
headquarters was being established in Keedys-
ville even as fighting raged outside Sharpsburg. 
Strother recorded that at the end of the 17th, 
“The General then led us back to headquarters 
camp established in the rear at Keedysville.…”

The tents and headquarters baggage had 
been set up on the farm of John J. Keedy, a 
prominent citizen for whose family the town 
had been named. We know that Keedy’s farm 
was situated on the west edge of the com-
munity, and this is consistent with Strother’s 
description of the “rear of town.” The presence 
of the headquarters there is also supported by 
the fact that Keedy—who later filed damage 
claims with the federal government for prop-
erty damage—was emphatic that “General 
McClellan had his camp on (my) place” and his 
“Headquarters was about the place….” 

John Keedy’s son Christian also report-
ed that the army headquarters was set up on 

�
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Some of the individual units attached to the HQ included:

Cavalry Escort: Independent Co. of Oneida Cavalry;
4th US Cavalry, Companies A and E 

Provost Guard: 2nd US Cavalry, Companies E, F, H and K;
8th US Infantry, Companies A, D, F, G; 19th US Infantry,

Companies, G and H 

Headquarters Guard: 93rd New York Infantry

Quartermaster’s Guard: 1st US Cavalry,
Companies B, C, H and I Engineer Battalion



their property, and that when he asked for a 
guard to protect the family’s cornfield, it was 
“immediately furnished.” The Keedys would 
later file a claim for the loss of 396 fence panels 
and 22 cords of wood during the engagement. 
A Board of Survey established September 30, 
1862, under the authority of General Porter 
paid them $654.41 for damages. Porter’s adju-
tant general, Captain John F. McQuade, noted 
that the “Commanding General had his Head 
Quarters near the claimant’s place.”

The 1895 regimental history of McClellan’s 
headquarters guard, The History of the Ninety 
Third New York Volunteer Infantry, also substan-
tiates reports that the general’s headquarters 
was not set up at the Pry House. That account 
states, “September 16th moved to Keedysville 
where headquarters of the army were estab-
lished during the battle of Antietam.” The 
93rd’s regimental itinerary confirms that the 
unit “marched five miles to Keedysville on Sep-
tember 16” and remained there September 20, 
when it departed for Sharpsburg.

 First Sergeant R.S. Robertson of the 93rd 
remembered that on September 16 his regi-
ment “marched to Keedysville near Antietam 
Creek on the other side of which was Lee’s 
army….In the early evening General McClel-
lan headquarters were established well to the 
front and it was determined to erect tents there 
for the night. Hardly had the lines been estab-
lished and the tents begun to be erected when 
a battery opened up on us and haste was made 
to locate to some more sheltered spot that was 
selected close to the little village of Keedysville. 
General McClellan however did not occupy his 
tent that night [16th] but slept with some of 
his aides on the line of battle.” Robinson also 
made reference to the Pry House, adding that 
on the 17th, “Some of us obtained permission 
to go to the hill where McClellan established 
his field headquarters position commanding a 
fine view of the field.”

TWO MORE SOURCES HELP TO CON-
firm McClellan’s whereabouts. A message from 
Chief of Staff Marcy to Maj. Gen. George 
Meade dated September 17, 1862, reads: “The 
commanding general directs that you send an 
aide de camp to the headquarters camp at the 
end of the town of Keedysville to the right of 
the road to report the condition of things in 
your corps, and to receive orders for tomorrow.” 

Although no time is mentioned in that 
message, it must have been sent during the 
afternoon or evening of the 17th. Meade had 
replaced Hooker in command of the I Corps 
due to Hooker’s being wounded that morning. 
Taken out of the fight in mid-morning, the I 

Alexander Gardner, who most likely took the photograph 

of the Pry House seen below on September 18, labeled the photo 

“Hooker’s Headquarters.” Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, commander 

of the I Corps, arrived at the Pry House area on September 15, and 

that residence was a logical choice for his headquarters. This is 

supported by the fact that on the morning of the 16th, McClellan 

rode from Keedysville toward Sharpsburg, and one of the general’s 

aides-de-camp sent a dispatch to II Corps commander Maj. Gen. 

Edwin Sumner stating, “The general will be for the present at 

General Hooker’s headquarters.” ¶ Phillip Pry’s damage claims 

included a statement that “during the months of Sept. Oct. and 

Nov. 1862, he had taken from his premises by orders of Generals 

Hooker and Sumner the above property for use of the U.S. Army,” 

which suggests that Hooker’s corps was bivouacked on the Pry 

Farm. A hundred years after the Battle of Antietam, Phillip Pry’s 

granddaughter Elizabeth Jones wrote about her experiences during 

the fight, noting that “Hooker had his headquarters there too.” ¶ 

When Hooker was wounded on September 17, he was quickly taken 

to the Pry House for treatment. By that afternoon he was removed to 

Keedysville. Why would Hooker initially be taken to someone else’s 

headquarters? It seems likely he was taken to his own headquarters, 

and that once his injuries were judged serious enough to preclude 

his return to the battle, he was sent farther to the rear. To sum up, 

Gardner seems to have been correct in labeling the Pry House as 

Hooker’s headquarters rather than McClellan’s. T.G.C.

HOOKER’S 
HEADQUARTERS? 
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Corps was then occupying the Joseph Poffenberger Farm, 
on the northern part of the battlefield. 

Leaving the Poffenberger Farm, the aide would proba-
bly have traveled the road leading to the Upper Bridge over 
Antietam Creek and entered Keedysville from the west. A 
trace of that road can still be seen today on the east bank 
of Antietam Creek, just across from the Upper Bridge. The 
Keedy House and barn stood on the hill above and to the 
left of this road, and the headquarters camp could easily have 
taken up space both north and south of the thoroughfare. 
There was a cemetery, which remains off the modern Coff-

man Farm Road, between the road and the Keedy home, 
and it’s possible that the headquarters was set up south of 
the road to avoid desecrating the burial grounds. The head-
quarters camp could have been large enough to take up space 
south of the road, which is taken up today by Millrace Lane. 

McClellan’s own dispatches also aid in tracking his head-
quarters locations. His September 15 telegram to Pennsylva-
nia Governor Andrew G. Curtin is headed “Boonsborough.” 
On the 16th a telegram that he sent to Maj. Gen. Henry 
Halleck in Washington at 7 a.m. is headed “Bivouac Near 
Sharpsburg,” indicating that no camp had as yet been estab-
lished. No location is given on the September 17 communi-
cations, but by September 18 his 8 a.m. telegram to Halleck 
is headed “Keedysville,” which would indicate he was then 
using the Keedy Farm as his headquarters. 

On September 17, the day of the battle, Colonel Stroth-
er’s memoir mentioned that shortly after the firing started 
about 7:30 a.m., McClellan and his staff mounted up and 
“we rode rapidly across to a commanding knoll on the east-
ern side of the Sharpsburg Turnpike, about the center of the 
line of battle, and nearly opposite the town of Sharpsburg. 
This was the same point from which the General reconnoi-
tered on Monday afternoon [September 15th] and afforded 
the most comprehensive view of the field....”

That night Strother listened to McClellan’s conversa-
tions at his headquarters tent, and on the morning of the 
18th he wrote that “the Commander and staff started for the 
front,” indicating that McClellan had been at the headquar-
ters camp on the Keedy Farm the night following the battle. 

IN HIS REPORT OF OPERATIONS DURING THE 
Maryland Campaign, Dr. C.R. Agnew of the Sanitary Com-
mission wrote, “Early on Friday [September 19] I went on 
to Keedysville, and to General McClellan’s headquarters.” 
Since the early 1970s when the NPS wrote up a historic 
structures report, writers have interpreted this to mean that 
Agnew was visiting the Pry House. But later in that same 
report Agnew stated, “General McClellan moved his head-
quarters from Keedysville on Saturday [September 20] to 
Sharpsburg….” It is clear that the headquarters was actually 
in Keedysville, not at the Pry House.   

Taking all the evidence into account: The general spent 
less than 24 hours at the home during the massive engage-
ment on September 17, but he did use it as an observation 
post and field headquarters prior to and during the bat-
tle. His army headquarters remained a few miles away in 
Keedysville from September 16 to 20. There is no question 
that the Pry House played a vital role as a command post 
during the battle and later as a hospital site, but it was not 
the headquarters of the Army of the Potomac.

Thomas G. Clemens writes from Keedysville. He is the author/
editor of The Maryland Campaign of 1862, the annotated 
papers of early battlef ield historian Ezra Carman. The third 
and f inal volume of that set is due out this year. 

Today the National Park Service maintains the 

Pry family’s beautiful home. Thanks to a part-

nership between the NPS and the National Museum 

of Civil War Medicine, visitors can learn the story 

of Major Jonathan Letterman at the Pry House Field 

Hospital Museum. The Army of the Potomac’s medical 

director, Letterman established his headquarters at the 

Pry House after the Battle of Antietam, supervising the 

treatment of thousands of casualties at the spacious 

Pry barn (below), which served as a hospital. Letter-

man’s innovations saved thousands of lives. 

There is no antebellum house remaining on 

John Keedy’s farm, but the barn (above), dated 

1857, still stands, along with a large brick house nearby 

built by John’s son Christian in 1874. John’s home was 

likely sited near that barn as well, but a postwar railroad 

cut, the construction of a recreational field and a subse-

quent bypass of Main Street were probably responsible 

for obliterating any sign of the earlier dwelling. 

�
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NEW TO US In this recently rediscovered image of the 1855 Delafield Commission, 
a young George B. McClellan, future Army of the Potomac commander, stands at left. 
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Nearly everyone who’s been bitten by the history bug yearns to 
discover a lost artifact, to rescue a significant historical object 
from oblivion. Though I shared that dream, I never imagined I might really get the 
opportunity to find a lost treasure—much less that I could do so while sitting in my own 
home. ¶ My moment of discovery came one spring evening while I was routinely surfing 
eBay for Civil War books. As I was scanning the results of a search for “Civil War New 
York” items—part of my ongoing research into my ancestors’ experiences during the con-
flict—a thumbnail photo of an old print caught my eye. It was a sepia-toned picture of 
four men whose faces I’d seen before, and while I at first assumed it was a reproduction, 
the price suggested that it must be an original. Opening the listing, I read the description, 
then enlarged the image so I could see it in more detail. That’s when I began to get excited: 
I realized it was a photo of the Delafield Commission. ¶ Secretary of War Jefferson Davis 
organized the commission, named after Major Richard Delafield, on April 5, 1855. Davis’ 
idea was to dispatch a trio of military experts—led by Delafield, and including Major 
Alfred Mordecai Jr. and Captain George B. McClellan—across the Atlantic to observe the 
Crimean War and learn what they could from that ongoing conflict. It was hoped their 
observations would be of use to the U.S. Army, which was then still young in terms of 
training and experience. The commission members were also supposed to call on 
political leaders and heads of state, to show the flag among the European powers.

An eBay search turns up a previously

unknown image of the general
and the prewar Delafield Commission

BY DAVID A. WELKER

A NEW IMAGE OF

LITTLE

MAC

����

��
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T
he photo on my computer screen 
was definitely of the Delafield 
Commission members, but I 
instantly realized it was different 
from one I’d seen earlier, in the 
Library of Congress’ Prints and 

Photographs collection. Most obvious, missing here was a 
dark stain—probably the result of a frame mat placed atop 
the image at one time—which in the LOC’s photo obscures 
the face of 28-year-old Captain McClellan, pictured six 
years before he would lead the Army of the Potomac.

At this point I revisited the LOC website, and it was 
clear there were other differences in this “new” image. For 
one thing, the backdrop was reversed: The log-framed 
doorway and painted trees appeared on opposite sides in 
the LOC photo, as did an ornate helmet and the cabinet on 
which it sat (which were also mostly hidden by the afore-
mentioned stain). For a time I wondered whether I was just 
looking at a reversed copy of the LOC portrait. But scrutiny 
of both images also revealed other telling differences.

Major Delafield’s pose in the eBay photo was not the 
same: His sword was resting on his lap rather than held 
upright in his hand, as it was in the LOC picture, and his 
hat was resting on his leg, where in the LOC image he was 

holding it by its brim, positioned above the arm of his chair. 
Major Mordecai’s pose, too, was slightly different: His hat 
faced the viewer, rather than being seen from the side, as 
in the LOC photo. It was now clear to me that this was a 
completely different photo.

I grabbed all the McClellan biographies off my book-
shelf, to see whether this photo showed up anywhere—
nothing. Next I started searching key websites, including 
the LOC, the National Archives, the U.S. Army War Col-
lege and others, to find out if any other photos of the com-
mission were known to exist—again nothing.

I was finally convinced that I had discovered something 
special when I read the following sentences referencing the 
LOC image, which is included in Matthew Moten’s defini-
tive study The Delafield Commission and the American Mili-
tary Profession: “The American officers became quite fond 
of [Russian Lt. Col.] Obrescoff and even had a group photo 
taken with him. This daguerreotype is the only existing visual 
record of the Delafield Commission” [emphasis added].

Next I emailed the seller, in France, requesting addi-
tional information. But his response suggested that he 
knew even less about this image than I did. He had picked 
it up in 2007 from a Belgian antique photograph dealer 
who claimed to know nothing about the photo or its sub-

THE USUAL In the well-known image of the Delafield Commission in the Library of 
Congress collection, McClellan is on the right, his face partially obscured by a dark stain. 
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jects. The seller explained that he had been inter-
ested in the Russian officer—whom he had iden-
tified by his uniform—but had never managed to 
find out how this Russian had come to have his 
portrait done in New York.

His reference to New York was clarified by the 
eBay item description, which said that “Prescot, 
NY 1856” appeared on the image’s reverse in pen-
cil. That reported reference to New York had led 
to my seeing this photograph on eBay in the first 
place—but a quick search turned up no such town. 
Moreover, all accounts agree that the commission 
left behind Russia—and Colonel Obrescoff—in 
1855, a year before the image was dated. So what 
did 1856 refer to?

Despite all my unanswered questions, I was by 
this time convinced I’d stumbled across a fascinat-
ing artifact. So I went ahead and purchased the 
image, which soon arrived on my doorstep.

I
t was a thrill to examine the actual photo 
for the first time. As I was taking it all in, 
I noticed something that had not been 

obvious online. Along the image’s bottom bor-
der was some faint writing in cursive, ending in a 
clearly readable year, “1856.” But now I could see 
that, instead of linking the image to a nonexistent 
New York town, this inscription was actually Rus-
sian lettering. Perhaps the name of a St. Petersburg 
photographic studio?

Other mysteries remained. I still didn’t under-
stand the significance of 1856, for example. And I 
was especially intrigued to discover that the image 
was in excellent condition—so where had it been 
for the last 160 years? How and when had it left 
Russia? Had it been preserved in Belgium through 
all those years? How had it survived two world 
wars? This photo still holds some secrets—and it 
likely always will.

Looking at the image—which I now realized 
was probably on U.S. soil for the first time since 
its creation—brought home to me its real signif-
icance. I had discovered a previously unknown 
photo, marking a significant moment in military 
history. As I slipped the photo back inside its pro-
tective cover, it dawned on me that my own life 
story had intersected with an American treasure.

David A. Welker, a military analyst for the U.S. 
government, is the author of Tempest at Ox Hill: 
The Battle of Chantilly, A Keystone Rebel: The 
Diary of Joseph Gary and a soon-to-be published 
book on Antietam’s Cornfield. Welker plans to donate 
the Delafield Commission image to the Library of 
Congress or another repository.

�
�

�Major Richard Delafield

Born in New York City on September 1, 

1798, Delafield was valedictorian of the 

West Point Class of 1818. Commissioned in 

the Corps of Engineers, he participated in 

many pioneering engineer projects in the 

new United States, including overseeing 

construction of the nation’s first cast iron 

tubular arch bridge. Delafield was appointed 

West Point superintendent in 1838, and 

during his tenure oversaw three major building projects. After 

leading the commission to observe the Crimean War, he returned 

to head the academy again from 1855 until 1861. He died in 1873.

Major Alfred Mordecai Jr. 

Born in North Carolina on January 3, 1804, 

Mordecai graduated from West Point in 1823 

and was commissioned in the Ordnance 

Corps. He served in various capacities 

supporting or on the Ordnance Board from 

1838-1849, and after his time on the Delafield 

Commission was head of the Watervliet 

Arsenal from 1857-1861. As a Southerner who 

was also a U.S. Army officer, Mordecai found 

his allegiance was torn at the outbreak of Civil War. He resigned 

his commission on May 5, 1861, to avoid having to fight against 

either the United States or North Carolina. Mordecai died on 

October 23, 1887.

Captain George B. McClellan

Born in Philadelphia on December 3, 1826, 

McClellan graduated second in the West 

Point Class of 1846 and was commissioned in 

the Corps of Engineers. Having served with 

distinction in the Mexican War, he briefly 

became a West Point instructor before leaving 

to participate in or oversee several surveys 

in the West, as well as taking part in a secret 

survey of Santo Domingo. After serving 

on the Delafield Commission, McClellan resigned his Army 

commission to become a railroad president. With the advent of the 

Civil War, McClellan returned to Army service, rising to command 

the Union’s Army of the Potomac until he was ultimately removed 

in November 1862 for failing to pursue Robert E. Lee’s retreating 

army after the Battle of Antietam. He ran unsuccessfully against 

Abraham Lincoln for the presidency in 1864 and served as the 

governor of New Jersey from 1878-1881. After an exceptionally 

eventful life, George McClellan died at age 58 on October 29, 1885. 

BROTHERS

IN ARMS
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Arriving in England 11 days later after an uneventful crossing 

(which nonetheless tested the seasick-prone Mordecai), the 

commission members encountered challenges almost at once. 

They were delayed in London while waiting to be presented 

to Queen Victoria. And they soon learned their original plan 

to sail directly to the Crimea wasn’t possible. Leaving for 

France on May 6, the commission members found themselves 

restricted to Paris when they arrived—where they were unable 

to do anything more than attend operas and parties—until a 

meeting with the foreign minister could be arranged. And once 

that finally took place, the group learned they were prohibited 

from visiting the Russian works. Because they believed they 

could not accept that stricture and meet their goals, Major 

Delafield decided to travel to Russia, in hopes of visiting 

Russian-held ground before observing the Allies’ position.

Before they left Paris, however, the commission was 

delayed for five days by a demand that they must be formally 

received by Emperor Napoleon III. Their diplomatic duties at 

last complete, they traveled through Berlin to Warsaw, where 

Russian officials were supposedly arranging to take them 

directly to the front. But they had barely arrived in Warsaw on 

June 6—when they watched a Cossack cavalry review—before 

Delafield learned they would have to travel to the Russian 

capital in order to receive permission to visit Sevastopol.

Following a six-day, 783-mile journey in a horse-drawn 

coach, the commission members arrived in St. Petersburg, 

where they again had to wait, this time for nearly two months, 

to be presented to Tsar Alexander II. Only then did they find 

out the Russian commander refused to let them enter the 

now besieged city of Sevastopol. The commission remained 

in Russia so long that an official Russian Army escort, Lt. Col. 

Obrescoff, was appointed. Little wonder that the group found 

time to have photographs taken.

Finally, on October 8, 1855, the commission arrived in 

Balaklava and the seat of the Crimean War—only to find the 

fighting was over. But the three Americans toured British, 

French and Russian positions and fortifications and inter-

viewed officers about every aspect of the fighting, from the 

use of rifled small arms and artillery to constructing works 

and more. They took notes and made many detailed sketches 

of Allied and Russian positions.

On October 31, after barely three weeks in Crimea, the com-

mission sailed for home. France remained closed to the com-

mission members, but they had toured Austrian, Prussian and 

British arms factories and other military posts. They arrived 

home on April 28, 1856, nearly a year after leaving the United 

States and six months overdue. The group’s members reported 

to Davis, then separated to draft their reports.

Delafield, in New York, presented his findings on Engineer 

Corps issues—including the use of railroads, telegraph and 

Beyond being the commission’s senior officer, Major 

Richard Delafield represented the Army’s preeminent 

service, the Corps of Engineers, and his assignment 

included observing fortification construction, logistics 

and armament production. Major Alfred Mordecai, 

another veteran soldier and one of the army’s few 

Jewish officers, represented the Ordnance Corps. 

He was to observe artillery in the field, its impact 

in reducing fortifications, and how new types of 

artillery were produced and used by the Crimean War 

powers. Young Captain George B. McClellan, though 

also trained as an engineer, was a newly minted 

cavalryman, and his orders were to observe the role of horsepower in the Crimean 

War. With Secretary Davis’ long list of requirements in hand and instructions to 

return home by November, the commission left the United States on April 11, 1855.

H O W  T H E

DELAFIELD 
COMMISSION 
INFLUENCED THE CIVIL WAR

The sturdy 12-pounder Napoleon.
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ironclad ships—but warned that the European nations 

were building large, capable militaries. He argued that 

America needed to improve its military education and 

professionalism, invest in artillery and improve its 

coastal fortifications.

Mordecai, writing in Washington, also emphasized 

the importance of expanding the coastal fortifications 

system and offered a scientist’s view to improving 

American artillery. He specifically proposed using 

wrought-iron gun carriages in coastal fortifications 

and urged adopting the Model 1857 light 12-pounder 

Napoleon gun-howitzer.

McClellan, writing from his home in Philadelphia, 

produced a manual of cavalry tactics and proposed a new 

saddle design. The Army adopted his “McClellan saddle,” and 

used it until the horse cavalry was abolished in 1943.

Though the Delafield Commission’s influence on the Civil 

War was considerable, the group’s commentary fell short in 

some respects. For example, the members failed to anticipate 

how rifled weapons might necessitate changes in battlefield 

tactics. Still, the commission’s reports, which were published 

and widely available throughout the Civil War, influenced 

officers North and South as they struggled to learn new roles.

General Ulysses Grant asked his wife Julia to search their 

home for his copy of McClellan’s report—published commer-

cially in 1861 as The Armies of Europe—and send it to him in 

the field, so he could read about managing large formations 

in battle. Mordecai’s proposals resulted in the Model 1857 

light 12-pounder Napoleon gun-howitzer becoming one of 

the most durable and widely used artillery pieces of the Civil 

War. Delafield’s report offered new models for building for-

tifications and works that would bear fruit when Union and 

Confederate forces faced off at Petersburg in 1864.

Perhaps the greatest indication of the Delafield Commis-

sion’s significance, however, is that Northern authorities 

sought to prevent additional copies of the published reports 

from reaching the South after 1861. D.W.

Petersburg, Va., earthworks.

A McClellan saddle in use.
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JEFFERSON DAVIS’
WORST DAY
TRAGEDY CAME TO THE CONFEDERATE
WHITE HOUSE DURING THE WAR’S FINAL YEAR

BY HUGH HOWARD

�

�

� �
ADVENTUROUS LAD

Joe Davis, described as 
his father’s “greatest 
joy,” was only 5 when 
he died after a fall. 



JUNE 2016   CIVIL WAR TIMES    41

Jefferson Davis ate almost nothing at 
breakfast. As his wife Varina put it, he was 
“a nervous dyspeptic by habit” who suf-
fered from headaches, respiratory prob-
lems, facial neuralgia and recurring fevers 
associated with malaria. After three years 
of war, the Confederate president was also 

acutely aware of the burden of anxiety resting upon his narrow shoulders.
Despite feeling poorly, Davis went to his desk that morning at the executive offices, 

located in the former U.S. Customs House in Richmond. He was preparing a speech 
for the opening of the Second Confederate Congress. 

The Davises tended to indulge their four offspring, whom a friend of Varina’s 
des cribed as “wonderfully clever and precocious children—but [with] unbroken wills.” 
Margaret (known as Polly), then 9, and her three younger brothers Jeff Jr., Joe and Billy 
kept their Irish nurse Catherine busy. That meant Varina could still find time for the 
social demands placed upon the First Lady of the Confederacy, despite the fact her next 
lying-in was then just two months away. She delivered a picnic basket to her husband’s 
office at 1 o’clock, in hopes that “dear old Banny,” as she called him, would take some 
sustenance. Then a servant burst in with shocking news: An accident had befallen their 
middle son Joseph. The Davises hastened home, fearing for their son’s life.

THE SOUTH’S

EXECUTIVE MANSION

Constructed in 1818, the home at the corner 
of Clay Street and Twelfth was designed by 
Robert Mills, one of America’s first profes-
sionally trained architects and designer of 
the Washington Monument in Washington, 
D.C. It had been renovated in the 1850s by 
new owners, who added a third story. Pur-
chased by the city of Richmond and rented to 
the CSA, it seemed a suitable domicile for a 
head of government, given its severe façade of 
Doric columns, in addition to new technol ogy 
(gasoliers for illumination) and fashionable 
Ro coco furniture.

The mansion served the Davises much 
as the president’s house did the Lincolns. It 
was a family home, not only for the Davises 
and their young brood, but also for Jefferson’s 

brother Joseph, his wife Eliza, and other young 
relatives. As the Confederacy’s hostess in chief, 
Varina often welcomed the public for her “eve-
nings,” when soldiers danced with Richmond’s 
belles. The First Lady’s helpers included Cath-
erine in the nursery; a housekeeper named 
Mrs. O’Melia; and a mix of additional hired 
help and slaves. Even with a staff of 20, how-
ever, there never seemed to be enough hands 
to run the Confederacy’s first house.

Jefferson Davis also maintained an office 
there, and his secretaries occupied space on 
the top floor. Masses of dispatches and maps 
often covered the great banquet table, as the 
president insisted upon playing a central role 
in planning military strategy. Most often his 
collaborator was Robert E. Lee, whom he 
had designated as commander of the Army of 
Northern Virginia in 1862.

ON THE 
MORNING OF
APRIL 30, 1864,

�
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Davis also took his role as commander-in-chief very seri-
ously. In 1861 he had ridden to Manassas, arriving in time 
to witness the Union rout at First Bull Run. He also trav-
eled by train in late 1862 to Tennessee and Mississippi and, 
a year later, to Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina. He 
fully understood the human costs of war, having witnessed 
firsthand the aftermath of combat.

When the Davises moved into the Richmond mansion 
on August 1, 1861, Confederate hopes had stood high 
thanks to early military successes. Since then, the White 
House inhabitants’ spirits had fluctuated, depending on the 
latest news from the front. But this latest casualty came as a 
huge blow. High-spirited little Joseph, only 5, had been his 
father’s “hope and greatest joy in life.”

A TERRIBLE LOSS

When the Davises reached home, they found Joe uncon-
scious but still breathing. No one could tell them what had 
happened, but Jeff Jr. had found his little brother lying at the 
foot of a high piazza. It seemed likely Joe had been walking 
along the balustrade and fallen to the brick pavement below, 
breaking both legs and fracturing his skull. Within an hour 
of his parents’ arrival, Joseph Davis died. 

Varina’s screams echoed throughout the neighborhood 

that afternoon. Jeff Jr., who knelt sobbing by his brother’s 
bedside, told a family friend, “I have said all the prayers I 
know how, but God will not wake Joe.” As for the president, 
while he watched his son’s body being carried upstairs, to be 
laid out in a bedchamber until burial, he was heard to say 
softly, “Not mine, oh, Lord, but thine.” And when a cou-
rier delivered a dispatch from General Lee at 4 p.m., Davis 
gazed uncomprehendingly at the message for a moment, 
then cried, “I must have this one day with my little son.”  

Varina’s friend Mary Chesnut later confided in her diary 
what she had seen while climbing the hill toward the man-
sion that evening: “Every window and door of the house 
seemed wide open—and the wind blowing the curtains. 
It was lit up, even in the third story.” As she and her hus-
band, Colonel James Chesnut, sat in the drawing room, she 
recalled: “I could hear the tramp of Mr. Davis’s step as he 
walked up and down the room above—not another sound. 
The whole house as silent as death.”

THE WAR GOES ON

Young Joe was laid to rest the following day at Holly-
wood Cemetery, and the children of Richmond brought 
thousands of flowers to his grave. Onlookers remembered 
Jefferson Davis standing there silent, rigid, hatless. As his 
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Similarities between the first ladies are striking: 

both Varina Howell Davis, above left, and Mary Todd 

Lincoln, right, were born into aristocratic Southern 

families, and both buried children during the Civil 

War. They struggled to balance the multiple demands 

of motherhood, politics and public life. And the two 

first ladies heard criticism from all sides. 

Early on, Varina helped her politician husband, 

serving as his amanuensis and editing his speeches. 

In Washington she proved to be a valuable political 

partner. But in Richmond the occasionally blunt 

Varina drew criticism; even a friend observed that 

she was possessed of “a warm heart and impetuous 

tongue.” Her insistence on maintaining friendships 

with spouses of Northern politicians led some to 

doubt her com mit  ment to the cause, but she wrote 

her mother that she had made up her mind to “come 

here & to be happy no matter what danger there was, 

& to run with the rest if needs must be.”

More so than the emotionally fragile Mrs. Lin-

coln, Mrs. Davis showed a capacity for dealing with 

adversity. During her husband’s postwar in  car  cer-

ation, she was his most effective advocate. A year 

into his imprisonment at Fort Monroe, she won first 

the right to visit him—then permission to join him, 

along with their youngest child, at the fort. 

After her husband’s death, in 1889, Varina moved 

to New York, where she wrote a memoir and articles 

for the Sunday World. Though she and another New 

York widow, Julia Grant, became fast friends, Varina 

remained her husband’s staunchest defender all 

her days. On her deathbed in October 1906, Varina 

instructed her only surviving child on how she 

should mourn after her mother’s passing. “Don’t 

you wear black,” she told Maggie. “It is bad for your 

health, and will depress your husband.”  H.H.

BEREFT FATHER

Jefferson Davis, seen 
here in a prewar image, 
was devastated by his 
son’s death. Joseph fell 
from the railing that 
lines the porch on the 
mansion’s side. 

Unbowed by

ADVERSITY

�

�

�

secretary recorded, the president exhibited a “terrible self 
control” during the burial ceremony. Just one day later Davis 
returned to his office. 
   By early that fall, an overall Northern victory had begun 
to seem inevitable. When the first anniversary of Joe’s death 
rolled around, the war was over. Varina and the children had 
left the city on March 29, 1865, and on April 2, Jefferson 
Davis learned of Petersburg’s fall and announced the gov-
ernment would move to Danville, about 150 miles away. 
That evening he reportedly returned home and, after pack-
ing, “sat on a divan in his study, sad, but calm and dignified,” 
awaiting the carriage that would take him to the train. 
   Just two days later the U.S. president had arrived at the 
Confederate White House. Making his way to Davis’ former 
office, Abraham Lincoln reportedly found “the easy chair 
and sank down into it.” When he asked for some water, one 
of the Davis slaves brought it to him—along with a bottle of 
whiskey. It seems Varina had left orders for her servants “to 
have the house in good condition for the Yankees.” ✯

Hugh Howard’s latest book is Houses of Civil War America: 
The Homes of Robert E. Lee, Frederick Douglass, Abra-
ham Lincoln, Clara Barton, and Others Who Shaped the 
Era, from which this article is adapted.
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“Tongue cannot express the sorrow of my heart when forced to leave you,” 
wrote Private Dick Simpson of the 3rd South Carolina Infantry to Maria Garlington 

on June 1, 1861. Dick and Maria were fortunate, as he survived the fighting and made 

it back home to marry his sweetheart. But his despair speaks for untold numbers of 

sisters, brothers, parents, wives, husbands and children pulled apart by the war. In a bid 

to keep those bonds eternal, many soldiers posed for studio portraits with loved ones, 

images that today remind us the conflict divided not only the country but also families. 

Sometimes forever. The following photos are from the Liljenquist Collection at the 

Library of Congress. Most of the subjects are unidentified, so we have no way to know 

whether they were ever reunited. Or if—as with Tally Simpson, Dick’s brother who also 

served in the 3rd South Carolina—the story ended with death on the battlefield, in his 

case at Chickamauga, and a sad letter home to all those who loved him. We can only 

hope there was a happy ending for everyone shown here.

THE TIES THAT

BIND,
AND THAT WAR

BREAKS
� ��

SOLDIERS SAT FOR
CHERISHED PORTRAITS

WITH THEIR LOVED ONES



This hirsute Yank opted to show off his .44-caliber 
Colt Army revolver while being photographed with his 
wife. But their eyes reveal how happy they are to be 

together—or perhaps amusement at their pose.
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� �
A bandsman shares a Windsor bench with his wife, daughters and horn. His uniform indicates 
he was likely in a Northern unit, though he could have also been a Southern militia member. 

All his girls must surely have missed Daddy’s music when he was away.
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An unidentified member of a Charleston, S.C., militia unit proudly wears 
his military forage cap while posing with his sweetheart. His walking 
stick and finely tailored suit, together with her lavish silk dress and 
opulent jewelry, suggest wealth—and a way of life ended by the war.

��



48    CIVIL WAR TIMES   JUNE 2016

��

A triumvirate of Northerners. Are they perhaps siblings? The two soldiers 
stiffly cross their arms, while the woman—no doubt at the photographer’s 
urging—strikes a more casual pose. She appears to be resting her elbows 

on the unseen braces holding the men’s heads steady.
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��
This handsome Confederate infantry lieutenant and his wife look like they’re right out of a 
Hollywood casting department. He has left some buttons undone to add a bit of dash, while 

she’s fanned out her fingers to hold their baby still during the photographic exposure.
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Sailors’ wives were used to absences while their men were at sea, but wartime 
duty and the threat of a naval fight added to the stress of long separations. This 
Yankee sailor and his wife signify their love for each other by clasping hands.

��
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Sabria Clack did not pose with her husband, Private William R. Clack of the 43rd Tennessee, in the 
flesh, but rather vicariously—by “sitting” with an image of him in uniform. Serving through the 

Siege of Vicksburg, William often posted entreaties in his diary such as, “I pray Heaven’s blessings 
to rest upon us and that the all seeing eye of Jehovah may watch over us and protect us from all 

danger and harm.” His pleas were answered, for he returned home and lived until 1919.

��



Manassas
Wreckage

The war’s 
first great 
battle 
exposed 
a tragic 
lack of 
preparation 
for treating 
casualties 

BY JOHN

HENNESSY
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PANICKED FLIGHT

Desperate Federals fend off pursuing 
Confederates during the retreat from the 
First Battle of Bull Run. Though somewhat 
fanciful, this engraving captures the chaos 
that left the roads to Washington strewn 
with dead and dying soldiers.
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Around the Confederate headquarters at 
the plantation house known as Portici, dusk 
fell on a chaotic and jubilant scene on July 21. 
President Jefferson Davis turned away after a 
meeting with his leading commander, Joseph 
Johnston, to find hundreds of Confederate 
troops milling around him. Lifting his hat, 
Davis called for cheers, which soon resounded 
across the fields, as each unit in turn took to 
jubilant yelling. Within minutes the cheering 
spread as far as Brig. Gen. James Longstreet’s 
brigade at Blackburn’s Ford, four miles south. 
“As the noise of battle died away,” wrote one 
of Longstreet’s men, “from away up the run 
we heard shouts and cheers, at first scarcely 
audible, then louder and louder…rolling down 
the valley of Bull Run in seeming waves of 
mingled voices.” Another of Longstreet’s sol-
diers remembered, “The enthusiasm passed all 
bounds, it approached madness….Every man 
of the thousands assembled threw their caps in 
the air, officers and all.”

This euphoric display of revelry contrasted 
starkly with the day’s horrific realities. That 
Sunday evening a mile north of Davis and his 
triumphant soldiers, the battlefield heaved and 
twitched under the weight of carnage. Hun-

N
O ONE DOUBTED 
THAT WHATEVER 
BATTLE RAGED 
NEAR MANASSAS 
IN JULY 1861 
WOULD HAVE 
IMMENSE 
POLITICAL 
AND SOCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS—

AND SO IT DID. BUT FEW 
COULD HAVE FORESEEN 
THE PHYSICAL AND 
EMOTIONAL IMPRINT OF 
THE FIGHT ON THE LAND 
AND ON THOSE WHO 
EXPERIENCED IT. THE 
AFTERMATH OF BATTLE 
REVEALED A SIMMERING 
MIX OF JUBILATION, 
CHAOS AND HORROR.

�
dreds of wounded men lay on the field, some of them struggling to 
breathe or signaling for help. Around them lay hundreds more, frozen in 
death. The nearly 900 dead men on the Matthews, Henry, Robinson and 
Chinn farms shocked observers by their sheer number. July 21, 1861, had 
been the deadliest day in America’s short history. 

The darkness settling on the field that evening sharpened the senses 
and magnified the horror for those trying to help. A group of Georgians 
searched for the body of Colonel Francis Bartow, killed at the height 
of the fighting on Henry Hill. They moved from corpse to corpse, and 
in the process gained a stark lesson in the destructive power of bullets 
and artillery. On one corpse: “the lower part of his face has been carried 
away.” Over there: “the bloody track” left by a dying man vainly trying 
to reach water. At another place: only a leg. Just beyond: a body without 
its head. And here: “the scattered fragments of a body.” Along the line of 
Union Captain James Ricketts’ guns, “five horses in a heap” marked the 
location of a limber or caisson. Not far away: “another heap of as many 
more.” Dozens of similar descriptions appeared in letters and newspapers 
across the land, conveying to living rooms everywhere the harsh reality of 
death on a battlefield, and perhaps of a loved one.

Before dawn the next morning, Monday, July 22, it started to rain. For 
dozens of Confederate soldiers, their recompense for glorious victory 
was the gory task of burying the dead on a muddy Monday. They buried 
Confederates first, and had interred most by the end of the day. A simple 
brown mound of dirt marked most graves. But one visitor to the field 
noted that some of the dead had clearly been interred by caring friends; 
a few graves had tidy enclosures built around them, others had evergreen 
boughs laid upon them. Headboards and even footboards marked some, 
with the name of the fallen carved or painted. Occasionally a board nailed 
to a tree indicated the nearby graves of those from a common regi ment 
or company. Someone with a sense of history also took the trouble to 
mark the places where men of rank had fallen by driving inscribed posts 
into the ground. At least some of these rudimentary monuments (likely 
the first commemorative devices placed on any battlefield of the war) 
later yielded to more durable successors, and some of these sites remain 
marked on the field today.

If the 900 dead stunned, the more than 2,600 wounded at Manas-
sas challenged physicians by the immense amount of care they required. 
Indeed, few aspects of the battle illustrate more vividly the nascent con-
dition of the armies and their unpreparedness for war than the armies’ 
improvised management of casualties, with men mangled in ways few 
physicians had ever seen. 

The wounded appeared almost immediately after the opening volleys, 
stumbling or dragging themselves rearward, sometimes on the arm of 
a willing stranger, looking for safety and care. Behind the lines clots of 
medical men waited, equipment at the ready. The first cases to appear 
received the sort of close, careful attention the doctors might have given 
the neighbor-girl’s broken ankle in their hometown. But as the number 
of wounded grew—quickly—the examinations became more hurried, 
even cursory. It soon became obvious to all these medical men just how 
unprepared they were for the dreadful day ahead.

Early in the fighting that morning on Matthews Hill, Union surgeons 
set up at a house just behind the firing line—probably the abandoned 
Carter mansion, known as Pittsylvania. The scenes there shocked New 

York Tribune reporter William Croffut, who had accompanied Brig. Gen. 
Irvin McDowell’s flanking column. “Such a scene of death and desola-
tion!” Croffut wrote. Wounded, the dying, and even the dead filled the 
house and yard—“frightful misery,” as Croffut recorded. He joined other 
civilians and common soldiers in helping to wash and bind wounds. 
Someone hung a white flag from the house, though its protection was 
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largely imagined. Shells exploded nearby and “flew over and around, with 
their prolonged ‘whish!’” Croffut imagined the artillery fire to be pur-
poseful (it was not). He attributed it to “the heartless and diabolical foe.”

A few hundred yards away, the surgeons of the 7th and 8th Georgia 
established an aid station in a stand of trees just beyond the reach of bul-
lets. An observer recorded, “I saw legs and feet taken off, arms and hands 
amputated, deep wounds probed, and ghastly gashes sewed up rapidly 
and set skillfully.”

If the Georgians performed amputations at such a place, it was an 
uncommon practice. Among the lessons first learned that day: Except 
for emergency efforts to staunch hemorrhaging, medical care simply 
could not be rendered under fire. As the bullets flew, the surgeons moved 
their aid stations steadily backward. And as the day progressed, both 
sides realized the need for two tiers of care: one near the front, where 
the wounded could be stabilized and transported, and another in formal 
field hospitals to the rear, well out of harm’s way. But while the seeds 
of a system of care emerged, July 21, 1861, was in fact a day of medical 
improvisation and chaos.

About 50 surgeons and assistant surgeons accompanied the Union 
army onto the fields west of Bull Run that day. Only a handful had 

experience in war. Likely only a few had treat-
ed gunshot wounds before, and they soon 
discovered that their book learning was, as 
one Confederate put it, “almost worthless” in 
treating the mangled forms that came to them. 
The medical men collectively did no advanced 
planning for the coming battle. Each surgeon’s 

BLOODY LEARNING CURVE

Union Dr. David Magruder, 
below, established the war’s 
first field hospital at Sudley 
Church. Wounded soldiers 
quickly jammed the church. 
The floors became slick with 
gore, and Dr. Magruder opted 
to designate the pulpit area 
as an operating room. 
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responsibility extended only to his regiment 
(and some rigidly abided their responsibilities, 
refusing care to men of other units). Worse, 
McDowell’s directive that the army should 
travel light meant that 20 wagons filled with 
medical stores had been left behind in Alexan-
dria. Medical personnel appeared on the field 
with whatever supplies they could stuff into 
haversacks, regimental wagons and ambu lances 
(usually one ambulance per regiment, their 
operators mostly untrained). One of the army’s 
assistant surgeons—“as green as the grass 
around me as to my duties on the field”—later 
claimed that all day he “never received a sin-
gle order from either colonel or other officer, 
medi cal inspector, the surgeon of my regiment, 
or anyone else.”

The expectations of McDowell’s titular 
medical director that day, Dr. William S. King, 
likely reflected those of his colleagues: He later 
wrote that he anticipated only a “brisk skir-
mish.” King seemed most intent on keeping 
a list of the killed and wounded. “I thought it 
would be a small task,” he explained, and when 
the shooting started on Matthews Hill he 
stood behind the line, “notebook in hand,” lit-
erally counting the men as they fell. When he 
reached 100, he concluded that the day might 

AD HOC CARE

Some homes converted to field 
hospitals around Centreville and 
Manassas, left, remained in operation 
for nearly two weeks. Portici, for 
example, became a hospital for both 
sides. A Harper’s Weekly engraving 
(opposite) depicts Federals bearing an 
injured comrade from the Bull Run 
battlefield. Where would they find aid? 
One desperate Union doctor set up shop 
under a pine tree. Chaplain Edward 

Neill, inset, helped only 
wounded men from his 

own regiment—simply 
following orders.

go differently than he had planned. He ordered his assistant, Southern- 
born Dr. David L. Magruder, to find some buildings that might be 
turned into a hospital. Magruder quickly rode back to Sudley Church. 
This brick building, surrounded by a grove of shade trees, would become 
the Union army’s major field hospital—the war’s first major experiment 
in field medical care.

Magruder sent out ambulances and orderlies with orders to transport 
the wounded to Sudley. He then directed the sanctuary cleared—the 
pews removed, blankets laid out, buckets filled, and instruments and 
dressings “placed in convenient places for use.” He improvised an operat-
ing table from two boards laid on two boxes and placed it just in front of 
the pulpit. Within minutes the wounded started arriving. By afternoon, 
surgeons had also appropriated the home and wheelwright shop of John 
Thornberry and his family across Sudley Road. 

Some wounded men walked in. A few appeared on stretchers carried 
by friends. Ambulances transported most others. The chaplain of the 1st 
Minnesota, Edward Neill, directed his regiment’s ambulance. Getting 
word of some wounded, the ambulance driver pulled into the yard of a 
house near the battle lines. Wounded men lay all around, Neill remem-
bered: “All were eager to be placed in the ambulance, but I was obliged to 
tell them it was reserved for the wounded of the Minnesota Regiment.” 
After a little searching, Neill found four men of his regiment, and soon 
hauled them back to Sudley. The men left behind on the field faced a 
long wait, for the Union army had no system for transporting wounded 
to the rear.

Reporter William Croffut assisted with carrying the wounded to 
Sudley. The church “was a sickening spectacle,” Croffut reported. “The 
pulpit had the appearance of a drug store,” and the floor was so thickly 
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covered with wounded “that it was difficult to get across by stepping 
carefully.” From the gallery peered dozens of men less seriously wounded. 
“For hours we made the rapid trips between the battlefield and the hos-
pital,” wrote Croffut, “and still the carnage went on.” By late afternoon, 
nearly 300 Union wounded filled the church at Sudley and Thornberry’s 
house and shop. (Among them was Major Sullivan Ballou of the 2nd 
Rhode Island, author of the famous love letter, who would die there in 
the coming days.) About 10 surgeons cared for this multitude of suffer-
ing and medical complexity. The Union army detailed no one to tend to 
the physical details of hospital work: moving wounded, carrying water, 
preparing food.

The Confederates experienced many of the same challenges and 
shortcomings as the Federals (though the Confederates at least had 
access to their medical wagons and stores). They too found themselves 
stepping their aid stations back from the firing line. They designated 
formal field hospitals still farther away, some in farmhouses like the one 
known as Ben Lomond [see sidebar, P. 58], where Dr. Hunter McGuire 
set up the hospital for Jackson’s Brigade. A hospital steward who toiled 
there remembered “at first having nothing to do, [but] it was not long 
before I had more than I could possibly do.” For the rest of the day, he 
wrote, “my every minute was occupied with the dead and wounded.”

But the major Confederate field hospital at Manassas actually occu-
pied a field rather than a house, the open meadows astride Holkum’s 
Branch, along the road leading from Portici to the Henry Farm. The 
advantages of this site for surgeons and patients were obvious: It was 
safely beyond Union bullets and shells, it had access to good water, and 
was easily found along the most direct route off the battlefield. Captain 
Porter Alexander described the site as “a beautiful grassy meadow [with] 

shade trees on [the] edges.” By day’s end, as 
many as 800 men sought treatment there, and 
Porter also estimated that by that time 100 
men lay dead.

But the location also had a major disadvan-
tage for the Confederates: Virtually every sol-
dier who entered the fighting on Henry Hill 
that afternoon had to pass through this land-
scape of suffering—an unhappy experience for 
soldiers entering battle for the first time. One 
of Stuart’s cavalrymen recalled the chaos: “The 
prayers, the curses, the screams, the blood, the 
flies, the sickening stench of this horrible little 
valley were too much for the stomachs of the 
men, and all along the column, leaning over the 
pommels of their saddles, they could be seen in 
the ecstasies of protest.”

The experience of Union and Confeder-
ate wounded—virtually identical for much of 
the day—diverged with the Union collapse on 
Henry Hill late in the afternoon. 

Dr. William Keene had come to Bull Run as 
the assistant surgeon of the 5th Massachusetts, 
entirely bereft of military experience. He was 
working in the yard outside Sudley Church 
late that afternoon—applying a splint and an 
eight-yard bandage to a man with a broken 
hu  merus—when suddenly, from the direction 
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of the fighting, he heard the rising clamor of running men, about 100 
in full sprint from the battlefield. “The rebs are after us!” Keene recalled 
hearing. The wounded soldier he’d been bandaging jumped up and hob-
bled toward the distant woods.

The rush of retreating soldiers presented Union surgeons at Sudley 
and elsewhere on the field with a dilemma no one had considered in 
advance: Should they flee to safety or stay with the wounded? Dr. Luther 
Bell of the 11th Massachusetts had boldly declared his intention to 
stay, but when someone warned him “the enemy are just upon us, in hot 
blood. It is not likely they will spare us,” Bell reconsidered. He had just 
placed a tourniquet on a soldier’s leg before amputating it, and was about 
to make the first incision. “I thought an hour in a moment,” he wrote a 
few days later, then exclaimed, “Let us go!” He grabbed his coat and sash 
and rushed out, leaving the soldier on the amputating table. Bell later 
abandoned his horse in the panic at Cub Run and paid $10 for a ride into 
Arlington on a “wretched old lager-beer wagon.”

A
s the flood of retreating troops accelerated, Dr. Charles Gray 
of the U.S. Cavalry battalion also opted for departure—at least 
until he met a group of surgeons at nearby Sudley Ford watering 
their horses. The group agreed that some of the medical offi-
cers should return to Sudley and give themselves up as prisoners. 
Dr. Magruder, who had established the hospital at the church, 
offered that he ought not to be one of them, fearing his Southern 
origins would bring vengeance from the Confederates. But Dr. 

Gray and several others agreed to go back.
Gray returned to the church before the Confederates arrived and 

found a scene that seemed to capture the doleful mood of the day. Occa-
sional shells screeched over head, while in the grove around the church 
milled innumerable Union soldiers, “mostly unwounded & many without 
arms.” They could be made to do nothing, Gray recorded, “but loitered 
along or sat down as though the war—or this part in it at least—was 
over. They did not seem frightened, but stupid, tired, & indifferent.”

With Confederate shells flying uncomfortably close, Gray found a 
white cloth and hung it from a branch beside the road, a vain attempt to 
signify that the church was in use as a hospital. Shortly Stuart’s cavalry 
thundered up the road, driving prisoners before them. Gray and everyone 
else also became prisoners as well.

Sergeant Urban Woodbury of the 2nd Vermont lay in Thornberry’s 
wheelwright shop when the Confederates appeared. He had just awak-
ened from his dose of anesthetic, still groggy, and with his amputat-
ed arm resting on a low bench beside him, when yelling from outside 
stirred him. A major of Confederate cavalry burst in and proclaimed the 
wounded Yankees were prisoners. The Vermont soldier had come to the 
field confident of victory, sure that the war would end and the Union 
would be preserved. Now the realization that the army had been routed 
and he was a prisoner and “maimed for life” put him, he wrote, “in an 
unhappy state of mind from which I did not entirely recover until I left 
Dixie” months later.

The Confederates would eventually come to see the great value in 
allowing Union surgeons to remain behind to care for their own wound-
ed. (At later battles, Confederates readily paroled both Union surgeons 
and their wounded charges.) But on this day, every Yankee seemed a 
prize. Late on the afternoon of July 22, Confederate officers ordered all 
the Union surgeons away from Union field hospitals to Manassas, for 
transport to Richmond as prisoners. Brig. Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard later 
declared that was a mistake made by overzealous subordinates—and the 
Confederates did parole some Union surgeons. 

The reality of a field hospital ripened by time overawed anyone’s 

As Brig. Gen. Thomas J. 
Jackson’s Virginia brigade 
rushed northward toward 
battle that Sunday morning, 

Jackson’s medical director Dr. Hunter 

McGuire spotted the Pringle house, 

known as Ben Lomond and named 

after a mountain in Scotland, and 

designated it the brigade’s hospital. 

The residents, a family of Scottish 

immigrants, huddled in a single room 

as wounded soldiers were brought 

into their home throughout the day. 

For days after the fight, intensely 

personal struggles with life, death, 

fear and grief played out within the 

house’s walls and on its grounds. 

In 1862, Union troops occupied the 

handsome brick house, looting it and 

leaving their graffiti on its walls. But 

Ben Lomond survived the tempest, 

and the early 1830s home still stands 

today, just beyond the swirl of com-

muters, subdivisions and strip malls 

two miles south of the battlefield—

open to the public, and operated by 

Prince William County. Stop in and 

check out the wartime graffiti still 

to be seen there. J.H. 

Ben Lomond
A FIRST MANASSAS

SURVIVOR
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efforts at relief. “The piazzas were strewn with amputated limbs for sev-
eral days, dead bodies were lying under the trees in the yard,” Colonel 
Willcox later remembered. “The stench of the sloughing wounds in the 
house & from the dead horses in the yard & men on the battle field was 
loathsome.” Willcox called his time at Portici “melancholy days.”

The Confederate army’s experience with handling wounded Union 
prisoners after First Manassas at least proved instructive. Henceforth 
Confederate authorities in Virginia would rarely hold wounded soldiers 
as prisoners.

In contrast to their enemies, the Confederate wounded received con-
stant care and quick transport from the field. Unlike the Union army, 
the Confederates had on the field all their wagons and ambulances. It is 
likely they evacuated the wounded from the great hospital at Holkum’s 
Branch within a day or two—carrying some off to smaller hospitals like 
the one at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in nearby Haymarket. 

But the Confederates sent most of their wounded directly to the 
rail junction at Manassas. Newspapers recorded the spread of hospitals 
farther south on the Orange & Alexandria and Virginia Central lines. 

�

At Culpeper Court House, Orange Court 
House, Charlottesville and Louisa Court House, 
families opened their homes to the wounded. 
Churches and public buildings were trans-
formed into hospital wards. Charlottesville 
took in 1,200 sick and wounded, mostly in 
the lecture halls and dormitories at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Relatively few Confeder- 
ate wounded found their way to Richmond, 
but a substantial number ended up at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal, an eight-mile wagon ride west of 
the battlefield. Today, along a grassy walkway 
in front of the church, lie more than 80 Con-
federate dead from the war’s first battle.

Little did the nation then know that the 
wreckage at Manassas was merely a bellwether 
for the unimaginable destruction still to come. 

This excerpt is adapted from John Hennessy’s 
First Manassas: An End to Innocence, 
July 18-21, 1861.

HOUSES TO HOSPITALS The small home 
of John Thornberry, above, hosted the 
overflow of wounded soldiers from Sudley 
Church following the fighting. Future Union 
generals Orlando Willcox and James B. 
Ricketts (inset) received care at another 
more opulent home nearby, Portici. Rick-
etts’ wife, Fanny, went there to nurse him, 
later accompanying her husband when he 
was transferred to a Richmond prison.
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WARHORSE

Purchased by the B&O 
in 1848, this locomotive 
hauled Union troops 
and supplies.

FROM ITS 18TH-CENTURY INCEPTION, BALTIMORE, 

Md., has been a hard-working town. The Patapsco River harbor made it an excellent place for shipping tobacco, 
a trade that cultivated Southern connections and thus fostered the city’s extensive pro-Confederate sympathy. 
Those feelings flared into open conflict in April 1861, when the “Plug Uglies” and “Rip Raps” gangs attacked 
Northern troops passing through the city, resulting in the war’s first deaths. The violence inspired resident 
James Ryder Randall to pen the poem “Maryland, My Maryland,” which encouraged more violence against 
the North and included inflammatory lines such as “Huzza! she spurns the Northern scum!” But even as 
Southern sympathy simmered along Pratt Street, trains chugged in and out of Baltimore on Union missions. 
Baltimore’s conflicted loyalty remained on display in the postwar years, when people like Confederate partisan 
Harry Gilmor served as the police commissioner while former Union General Erastus Tyler was the city’s 
postmaster. Modern Baltimore hosts a terrific array of Civil War sites, many within walking distance of the 
pleasant and revitalized Inner Harbor and Federal Hill neighborhoods. A full day here, or two, gives visitors 
the chance to learn about the turmoil and division the war brought to one of the East Coast’s leading cities.

‘RIP RAPS’ TO

RAILROADS
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THE MIGHTY B&O 
Locomotives and rail cars from the history 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad—from 
converted coaches, to Civil War-era steam 
engines, to massive diesels—fill the impres-
sive B&O Railroad Museum, housed in a 
cavernous 1884 roundhouse. This import-
ant railway, which began operating in 1828, 
remained loyal to Abe Lincoln’s camp 
during the conflict. Despite numerous Con-
federate attempts to destroy the line, B&O 
President John Garret made sure ongoing 
repairs kept supplies and troops moving for 

the Union. The museum tells that story and 
much more, and a visit here could command 
an entire day. (borail.org)

UNHAPPY WELCOME
On their way to D.C., the 6th Massa-
chusetts troops became involved in the 
April 19, 1861, riots when they arrived at 
President Street Station, which serviced 
the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore 
Railroad. The Bay Staters detrained there 
and were attacked by pro-Southern mobs as 
they marched across town to the Baltimore 

ADOPTED

SON
he 

Maryland 

Historical Society 

exhibits this Con-

federate reunion 

ribbon that honors 

Isaac Trimble, a 

Virginian who lived 

most of his life in 

Baltimore and is 

buried in Green 

Mount Cemetery.

PLACES OF REST Green Mount Cemetery 

(greenmountcemetery.com) and Loudon Park Cemetery 

(loudonpark.weebly.com) are both about a 10-minute 

drive from the Inner Harbor. Noted Confederate 

leaders, including General Joseph Johnston, are buried 

in Green Mount, as well as the notorious John Wilkes 

Booth. Loudon Park has a “Confederate Hill” area that 

holds the remains of partisan Harry Gilmor and 650 

Confederate soldiers, as well as a National Cemetery 

section where 23,000 Union veterans lie at rest. Flag 

creator Mary Pickersgill is also buried here.

TAR, SAILS AND CANNONS Don’t be fooled by USS Constellation’s 
designation as a “sloop-of-war.” You’ll be awed by the size of this 1854 warship, 

the last sail-powered vessel built by the Navy, which spent most of the Civil War 
in the Mediterranean deterring Confederate commerce raiders. You’ll also be 

impressed by Constellation’s armament, the smell of tar and the cramped living 
conditions Civil War sailors tolerated on board. It is just one of several ships 

maintained by Historic Ships in Baltimore. (historicships.org)



62    CIVIL WAR TIMES   JUNE 2016

FORT MCHENRY
BUILT 1798

Fort McHenry was named for James 
McHenry, who served as U.S. Secretary 

of War from 1796-1800. After its famous 
“Star Spangled” moment during the War of 
1812 British attack, it remained an active 
military post through World War II. Its 

primary Civil War function was to process 
captured Confederates, who were then sent 

on to other prisons.

�

�

HARBOR VISTA Federal Hill stands just south of the Inner Harbor and lends its name to the 
surrounding historic neighborhood. Union General Benjamin Butler fortified the hill after the April 1861 riots, 

pointing cannons into the town to cow its residents into submission. A stroll around Federal Hill Park gives you 
fantastic harbor views and historical insight. If you wander through the nearby neighborhood, surviving 

Civil War structures provide a sense of what the city was like during the 1860s. (federalhillonline.com)
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& Ohio’s Camden Yards depot. Today 
the Baltimore Civil War Museum calls 
the station home, and its exhibits explain 
the riots as well as the city’s complex role 
during the conflict. (baltimorecivilwar 
museum.com)

INCALCULABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
The 1860 census recorded more than 
28,000 African Americans living in 
Baltimore, nearly 26,000 of them free. 
The Reginald Lewis Museum of Afri-
can American History, among the most 
heralded museums of its sort on the East 
Coast, explains how they contributed to 
Baltimore’s history and culture. It’s only 
a five-minute walk from President Street 
Station. (lewismuseum.org)

“BALTIMORE BASTILE”
Fort McHenry, a National Park Serv-
ice site, is best known for inspiring our 
National Anthem. But the brick fort, built 
from 1798-1800, also housed Confederate 

political and military prisoners during the 
Civil War, a population that swelled to 
nearly 7,000 after Gettysburg. An impres-
sive array of wartime Rodman cannons 
can also be seen at McHenry. 
(nps.gov/fomc/)

OH, SAY CAN YOU SEE
You can’t visit Baltimore without 
acknowledging America’s most famous 
flag, and the Star Spangled Banner Flag 
House museum preserves the home where 
Mary Pickersgill and her assistants made 
the banner for Fort McHenry. 
(flaghouse.org)

TREASURE TROVE
The Maryland Historical Society pre-
serves a spellbinding array of the state’s 
material culture. The exhibit “Divided 
Voices: Maryland in the Civil War” 
explores the Border State’s Confederate 
and Union causes through rare uniforms, 
flags and fine art. (mdhs.org)

Cross Street Market
The Federal Hill neigh-

borhood is part of SoBo, 

or South Baltimore, and 

offers numerous inter-

esting dining options. 

The Cross Street Market, 

which originated in 1846, 

is a particular favorite. 

You can get everything 

from sno-cones to 

oysters to giant beers 

there, and do some 

serious people watching 

while you’re at it. 

(southbaltimore.com/

shop/crossmkt.html)

Local 
Color

”

“Fort McHenry…could drop shells, 
hot or otherwise, into all houses in the 
infected district with the utmost ease

Harper’s Weekly, July 13, 1861
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Roswell, Georgia

Explore Maryland with once-in-a- 
lifetime commemorations—all at one 
destination. Create your family history by 
exploring ours. Go to visitmaryland.org to 
plan your trip today.

Home to more than 400 sites, the Civil 
War’s impact on Georgia was greater than 
any other event in the state’s history.  Visit 
www.gacivilwar.org to learn more.

here’s no other place that embodies the 
heart and soul of the True South in all its 
rich and varied expressions—Mississippi. 
Find Your True South.

To discover more about Tennessee and 
to order your free official Tennessee 
Vacation Guide, visit:

TNVACATION.COM
or call 1-800-GO2-TENN

Known for sublime natural beauty, 
captivating history and heritage and 
warm hospitality, West Virginia really 
is the great escape. Start planning your 
getaway today.

Founded in 1783, Greeneville has a rich  
historical background as the home for 
such important igures as Davy Crocket 
and President Andrew Johnson. Plan your 
visit now!

Join us for our Civil War Anniversary 
Commemoration including atractions 
and tours, exhibitions, memorials and 
a selection of artifacts from Fort Fisher.

Lebanon, KY is home to the Lebanon  
National Cemetery, its own Civil War 
Park, and it’s part of the John Hunt 
Morgan Trail.

VisitLebanonKY.com today.

A vacation in Georgia means great family 
experiences that can only be described as 
prety sweet. Explore Georgia’s Magnolia 
Midlands.

“Part of the One and Only Bluegrass!” 
Visit National Historic Landmark, Na-
tional Civil War Trust tour, historic ferry, 
and the third largest planetarium of its 
kind in the world!

Experience the Civil War in Jacksonville 
at the Museum of  Military History. 
Relive one of Arkansas’ irst stands at the 
Reed’s Bridge Batleield.

jacksonvillesoars.com/museum.php

Explore the past in Baltimore during two 
commemorative events: the War of 1812 
Bicentennial and Civil War 150.

Plan your trip at Baltimore.org.

Once Georgia’s last frontier outpost, now 
its third largest city, Columbus is a true 
destination of choice. History, theater, 
arts and sports—Columbus has it all.

Fayeteville/Cumberland County, North 
Carolina is steeped in history and patriot-
ic traditions. Take a tour highlighting our 
military ties, status as a transportation 
hub, and our Civil War story.

Over 650 grand historic homes in three 
National Register Historic Districts. 
Birthplace of America’s greatest play-
wright, Tennessee Williams. he ultimate 
Southern destination—Columbus, MS.

Whether you love history, culture, the 
peacefulness of the great outdoors, or the 
excitement of entertainment, Roswell ofers 
a wide selection of atractions and tours. 

www.visitroswellga.com

Six major batles took place in Winchester 
and Frederick County, and the town 
changed hands approximately 72 times—
more than any other town in the country! 

www.visitwinchesterva.com

With a variety of historic atractions 
and outdoor adventures, Tishomingo 
County is a perfect destination for lovers 
of history and nature alike.

Experience living history for he Batles 
of Marieta Georgia, featuring reenact-
ments, tours and a recreation of 1864 
Marieta.

www.marietacivilwar.com

Are you a history and culture buf? here 
are many museums and atractions, Civil 
War, and Civil Rights sites just for you in 
Jackson, Mississippi.

Experience the Old West in action with 
a trip through Southwest Montana. 
For more information on our 15 ghost 
towns, visit southwestmt.com or call 
800-879-1159, ext 1501. 

Walk where Civil War soldiers fought and 
died. A short trip from Nashville and a long 
journey into America’s history!
Call (800) 716-7560.

ReadySetRutherford.com 

Richmond,
Kentucky

Greeneville, TN

History lives in Tupelo, Mississippi. Visit 
Brice’s Crossroads National Batleield, 
Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo Nation-
al Batleield, Mississippi Hills Exhibit  
Center and more.

Tishomingo County, MS

he Mississippi Hills National Heritage 
Area highlights the historic, cultural, nat-
ural, scenic and recreational treasures of 
this distinctive region.

www.mississippihills.org

North Litle Rock, Arkansas, is one of only 
two places to have two vessels that book-
end World War II: tugboat USS Hoga and 
submarine USS Razorback.

www.AIMMuseum.org 



History surrounds Cartersville, GA, 
including Allatoona Pass, where a ierce 
batle took place, and Cooper’s Furnace, 
the only remnant of the bustling 
industrial town of Etowah.

If you’re looking for an easy stroll through 
a century of fine architecture or a trek 
down dusty roads along the Blues Trail, 
you’ve come to the right place.

www. visitgreenwood.com

Follow the Civil War Trail in Meridian, 
Mississippi, where you’ll experience 
history irst-hand, including Merrehope 
Mansion, Marion Confederate Cemetery 
and more. www.visitmeridian.com.

St. Mary’s County, Maryland. Visit Point 
Lookout, site of the war’s largest prison 
camp, plus Confederate and USCT 
monuments. A short drive from the  
nation’s capital.

Southern hospitality at its inest, the  
Classic South, Georgia, ofers visitors a 
combination of history and charm mixed 
with excursion options for everyone from 
outdoorsmen to museum-goers.

Prestonsburg, KY -  Civil War & history 
atractions, and reenactment dates at 
PrestonsburgKY.org. Home to Jenny 
Wiley State Park, country music enter-
tainment & Dewey Lake.

Search over 10,000 images and primary 
documents relating to the Civil War Batle 
of Hampton Roads, now available in he 
Mariners’ Museum Library Online Catalog!

www.marinersmuseum.org/.catalogs

Come to Cleveland, Mississippi—the 
birthplace of the blues. Here, you’ll ind 
such legendary destinations as Dockery 
Farms and Po’ Monkey’s Juke Joint.

www.visitclevelandms.com 

Fitzgerald, Georgia...100 years of bring-
ing people together. Learn more about 
our story and the commemoration of 
the 150th anniversary of the Civil War’s 
conclusion at www.itzgeraldga.org.

Hundreds of authentic artifacts. Voted 
fourth inest in U.S. by North & South 
Magazine. Located in historic Bardstown, 
Kentucky.  

www.civil-war-museum.org

Seven museums, an 1890 railroad, a British 
fort and an ancient trade path can be found 
on the Furs to Factories Trail in the Ten-
nessee Overhill, located in the corner of 
Southeast Tennessee.

London, KY—he reenactment of the Bat-
tle of Camp Wildcat, Camp Wildcat Historic 
Site, Wilderness Road Trail & Boones Trace 
Trail, & antique and lea market shopping. 

www.LaurelKyTourism.com

Treat yourself to Southern Kentucky 
hospitality in London and Laurel 
County! Atractions include the Levi 
Jackson Wilderness Road State Park and 
Camp Wildcat Civil War Batleield.

Hip and historic Frederick County 
boasts unique shopping and dining 
experiences, battlefields, museums, 
covered bridges, and abundant outdoor 
recreation. Request a free travel packet!

Sandy Springs, Georgia, is the perfect 
hub for exploring Metro Atlanta’s Civil 
War sites. Conveniently located near 
major highways, you’ll see everything 
from Sandy Springs!

Come to Helena, Arkansas and see 
the Civil War like you’ve never seen it  
before. Plan your trip today!

www.CivilWarHelena.com
www.VisitHelenaAR.com

Williamson County, Tennessee, is rich in 
Civil War history. Here, you can visit the 
Lotz House, Carnton Plantation, Carter 
House, Fort Granger and Winstead Hill 
Park, among other historic locations.

Explore the Natchez Trace. Discover 
America.  Journey along this 444-mile 
National Scenic Byway stretching from 
the Mississippi River in Natchez through 
Alabama and then Tennessee.

Near Chattanooga, f ind glorious 
mountain scenery and heart-pounding 
white-water ra�ing. Walk in the footsteps 
of the Cherokee and discover a charming 
historic downtown. 

Historic sites throughout the county 
throw their doors open the irst Saturday 
of every month through October. Free 
admission!

www.visitqueenannes.com

Vicksburg, Mississippi is a great place 
to bring your family to learn American 
history, enjoy educational museums and 
check out the mighty Mississippi River.

Join us as we commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Knoxville’s Civil War forts. 
Plan your trip today!

www.knoxcivilwar.org

Just 15 miles south of downtown Atlanta 
lies the heart of the true South: Clayton 
County, Georgia, where heritage comes 
alive! vv

History, bourbon, shopping, sightseeing 
and relaxing—whatever you enjoy, you’re 
sure to ind it in beautiful Bardstown, KY. 
Plan your visit today. 

www.visitbardstown.com

hrough personal stories, interactive 
exhibits and a 360° movie, the Civil War 
Museum focuses on the war from the 
perspective of the Upper Middle West.

www.thecivilwarmuseum.org

here’s a place where a leisurely stroll 
might lead to an extraordinary historic 
home, a beautiful monastery or a lush 
peach orchard. hat place is Georgia.
  ExploreGeorgia.org/HistoricHeartland 

Relive the rich history of the Alabama 
Gulf Coast at Fort Morgan, Fort Gaines, 
the USS Alabama Batleship, and the 
area’s many museums.   

Alabama’s 
Gulf Coast

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

of the Western Theater

Harrodsburg, KY—�e Coolest Place in 
History!  Explore 3000 acres of discovery 
at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill and 1774 
at Old Fort Harrod State Park.

www.HarrodsburgKy.com

Cleveland, TN

Historic Bardstown, Kentucky

STEP BACK IN TIME at Camp Nelson 
Civil War Heritage Park, a Union Army 
supply depot and African American ref-
ugee camp. Museum, Civil War Library, 
Interpretive Trails and more.

Dstination
Jessamine, KY

Relive history in Hopkinsville, Kentucky 
and explore Jeferson Davis’ birthplace, the 
Trail of Tears Commemorative Park and 
the vigilante rebellion of the Black Patch 
Tobacco War.
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REVIEWED BY WILLIAM JOHN SHEPHERD

ETTYSBURG, highlighted by 
Pickett’s Charge, is probably 
American history’s most written- 
about battle. James Hessler and 
Wayne Motts, both licensed bat-
tlefield guides, let the battlefield 
and monuments tell the story, giv-
ing readers a better understanding 

of the engagement’s climactic third day.
Four comprehensive tours of Gettysburg National Military 

Park are included, along with detailed maps (and numbered 
“stop signs”) by cartographer Steven A. Stanley, supplement-
ed by a lavish selection of photographs. GPS coordinates via 
Google Earth provide additional enhancement for walkers, as 
well as those touring remotely via computer or phone. Exten-
sive endnotes, a bibliography and an appendix that lists Union 
and Confederate military units round out the package.

The first tour focuses on Confederate positions along 
Seminary Ridge and the Peach Orchard prior to General 
Robert E. Lee’s attack. The second retraces the attacking left 
flank, troops led by Brig. Gen. J. Johnson Pettigrew and Maj. 
Gen. Isaac Trimble, from the North Carolina State Memorial 
to the Cemetery Ridge. The third is again a walking excur-
sion and begins near the Virginia State Memorial, tracing the 
main attack of Maj. Gen. George Pickett’s Virginians to Cemetery Ridge. The narrative 
also follows the troops commanded by Brig. Gen. Cadmus Wilcox and Colonel David Lang 
on the right flank. The final tour is a comprehensive overview of General George Meade’s 
Army of the Potomac’s lines, which repulsed the Confederate attack, inflicting heavy losses 
and securing a decisive Union victory.

All four tours are punctuated with sidebars. Included, for example, is a detailed look at 
the controversial issue of Stuart’s cavalry, the scapegoating of Longstreet to spare Lee, the 
unidentified dead female soldier who was later mythologized as a Confederate “Joan of Arc” 
and the somewhat fictionalized friendship of rival Brig. Gen. Lewis Armistead and Maj. 
Gen. Winfield Scott Hancock. 

Gettysburg remains forever etched in American consciousness, with yearly commemo-
rations drawing thousands of visitors, and no end to books and movies. But whatever under-
standing a reader already possesses of that epic struggle is sure to be deepened, if not forever 
altered, by this important guidebook.

WALK A MILE OF 
BLOODY GROUND

�

Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg: A Guide to the
Most Famous Attack in American History

By James A. Hessler and Wayne E. Motts

Savas Beatie, $37.95



Civil War Tours 2016
May 12-15 (Thurs-Sunday) Lincoln’s Washington featuring the John 
Wilkes Booth Escape Route. NEW TOUR!
Join legendary historian guide Edwin C. Bearss for a 3-day tour of Washington, 
DC sites connected with Lincoln and the Civil War.  Stops will include Lincoln’s 
summer cottage, Fort Steven’s where Lincoln was nearly shot by a Confederate 
sniper, Ford’s Theater, the Peterson House where Lincoln died, and Fort McNair 
where conspirators  were tried and executed. We will spend a full day following the 
escape route of John Wilkes Booth from the back alley of Ford’s Theater, through 
the Maryland countryside stopping at the Surratt Tavern, Dr. Mudd’s home, and the 
site where Booth was cornered and shot.  Evening lectures by Ed Bearss.  . . $550

June 10-12 (Fri- Sun)  Gettysburg: Pickett’s Charge & Lee’s Retreat
Follow historians Ed Bearss & Jeff Wert as we cover the dramatic events of the 
final day of the Battle of Gettysburg. We will walk Pickett’s Charge and trace the 
retreat of the Army of Northern Virginia to Falling Waters on the Potomac River. 
Evening lecture by author/historian Jeff Wert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350

October 13-16 (Thurs-Sun) Chickamauga/Chattanooga   NEW!
Join historians Ed Bearss & Jim Ogden as we devote 3 days to the famous 
Battles of Chickamauga & Chattanooga. This in-depth tour will include stops 
at Winfrey Field, Snodgrass Hill, Missionary Ridge, Orchard Knob, Lookout 
Mountain and the National Cemetery.  Evening lectures by Jim Ogden. . .$550

October 21-23 (Fri-Sun) The Maryland Campaign: Harpers Ferry, 
South Mountain, and Antietam
Spend 2 days with historians Ed Bearss & Tom Clemens as we cover the events 
that led to America’s bloodiest day in history. We’ll tour Harpers Ferry, the gaps 
of South Mountain, and the key sites of Antietam Battlefield including the North 
Woods, West Woods, Bloody Lane, and Burnside’s Bridge. Evening lectures by 
Tom Clemens & Dennis Frye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350

October 26-29  (Wed-Sat)  Shiloh & the Battle of Corinth. NEW!
Join historians Ed Bearss & Tim Smith as we examine the historic events associated 
with the Battle of Shiloh. We will spend 3 full days walking the hallowed ground 
of Fraley’s Field, the Peach Orchard, Bloody Pond, the Hornets’ Nest and Pittsburg 
Landing.  In addition, we will tour the sites of the Battle of Corinth. Evening 
lectures presented by author & Shiloh expert Tim Smith.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $550

*Our tours include evening lectures, lunches, tactical maps & the finest battlefield guides!

Call  (301) 676-4642 today for our 2016 brochure!
Civil War Tours - P.O. Box 416, Keedysville, MD 21756

email:  info@civilwartours.org    website: www.civilwartours.org

Also be sure to check out our sister company: South Mountain Expeditions
2016 Tours include: Battle of Britain, Normandy, West Texas & Montana

email:  tours@smountainexpeditions.com    website: www.smountainexpeditions.com
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Nobody even comes close to building 
a Civil War tent with as much 

attention to reinforcing the stress 
areas as Panther. Our extra heavy 
duty reinforcing is just one of the 

added features that makes Panther 
tentage the best you can buy!

PANTHER’S Catalog No. 23 ... $2.00
131 pages of the best 
selection of historical 
re-enactment items 
from medieval era to 
Civil War era. Includes 
over 60 pages on our 
famous tents.

Your $2. cost is 
refundable with first 
order. SEND for copy  
TODAY

The Best Tents in History
P.O. Box 32C
Normantown WV 25267
(304)462-7718
www.pantherprimitives.com

REINFORCEMENTS
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE!!!

Shenandoah 
Civil War 
Associates 
presents:

“J.E.B. Stuart
at Gettysburg”

Tour dates:

June 17-19 2016
Join us on a tour with noted historian 
& author Jeffry D. Wert as we visit sites 
associated with Stuart’s ride and the
Battle of Gettysburg. We will visit:

For program information email

shencivilwar@gmail.com
To register contact Bonnie Powell of

Conference Services at James Madison University

(540) 568-8043

The ultimate source on 
Confederate uniforms, organized 

chronologically and by region!
Information from over 3,500 books, unit 

histories and over 6,000 letters, diaries and 
documents is now contained in this volume.

There is also a multitude of “firsts”, never before 
published. Even the most knowledgeable

Civil War expert will learn something new!

Available on: Kindle, amazon.com,
booksamillion.com and barnesandnobles.com

Invention of the Year
PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCTS (PSAPs)

Call now toll free for our lowest price.

1-866-254-4705

 Please mention promotional code 102976.

Personal Sound Ampliication Products use advanced digital processing 
to amplify the frequencies of human speech. Thanks to the eforts 
of a doctor who leads a renowned hearing institute, this product is 
manufactured in an eicient production process that enables us to  
make it available at an afordable price. Need an extra volume boost?  

Try Perfect Choice HD™ for yourself with our exclusive home trial.

THEY’RE NOT HEARING AIDS
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Contact us to put 
your advertisement in 
front of thousands of 
history enthusiasts!

800.649.9800  cwt@russelljohns.com
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REVIEWED BY ROBERT K. KRICK

T
he sturdy Mississippi Brigade commanded by William 
Barksdale fought famously on center stage at Fredericks-
burg and Gettysburg. Wartime letters from its ranks are 

eminently worthy of publication. This book prints a few, but encumbers 
them with poor transcription and weak editing and annotations.

William W. Beard left North Carolina before the war for a job in 
Mississippi, and joined the 18th Mississippi in 1861. Fewer than 100 
pages in this book print his correspondence. The two letters with most  
battle content cover Fredericksburg and Chickamauga. The editors 
illustrate the latter with a familiar photo of Rebels who would be killed 
eight months later, far away at Spotsylvania’s Harris Farm, identifying 
them as “at Chattanooga.” The photo later identified as dead at Spot-
sylvania is actually, not surprisingly, a famous image of Gettysburg dead.

Beard’s experience on the Rappahannock waterfront in December 
1862 fills a significant letter, but perhaps his most important evidence 
concerned Fredericksburg after the battle. He described the shattered 
town vividly, and mentioned something not otherwise of record: a 
“Government Store” where impoverished civilians could draw stores.

The ramblings that occupy 80 percent of the book stray far afield 
from Beard’s experiences and exhibit an alarming lack of familiarity 
with fundamental sources. For instance, although Beard had nothing at 
all to do with the Fort Fisher Campaign, the editors include a lengthy 
commentary on that event that affords them a chance to use a photo of 
General Joe “Johnson” and cite Wikipedia.

Aimless editorial discursions display enthusiasm without much 
substance: Joe Hooker was “feverishly randy for the White House”; Jef-
ferson Davis communicated with Hood by means of “testy yammering.”

The most evocative letter describes Beard’s sentimental visit to his 
brother James’ grave in Hollywood Cemetery. “I am Seting on the 
ground at the head of Brother James Grave,” he wrote to his grieving 
mother. Beard shed a tear and planted cedars and a “Weaping Willow.” 
The editors did not bother to identify the brother’s unit (56th North 
Carolina) or look up his service record. Since that visit was in Decem-
ber 1864, they declare James must have been killed in battle then. In 
fact, James had died some six months earlier—of measles.

The “100 or so” 18th Mississippi soldiers described as surviving the 
war were fortunate indeed, since that would mean that more than 90 
percent of the regiment died—a statistic startling enough to warrant 
the So Much Blood title, were it not exaggerated by many multiples.

So Much Blood: The Civil War Letters 
of CSA Private William Wallace Beard, 
1861-1865

Edited by Virginia Cornue
and William R. Trotter

Creative Books, $23.95

AN UNEVEN
LOOK AT A
MISSISSIPPI
UNIT’S SERVICE

A tale of love and devotion amid the havoc of
a war that changed their country. 
Nurse Mary Mathewson will risk everything to 
stay by the side of her husband. Union surgeon 
Harley P. Mathewson wants her to remain a 
safe distance from battlefields. Wiling her way 
to his side, the two set off on a life-changing 
path, caring for the wounded and dying.

Available on Amazon Kindle & Paperback

The Waste of War

 SPECIAL EVENTS

39th Annual Ohio Civil War Show  Includ-
ing WW I & II. Saturday and Sunday, April 
30 and May 1st 2016. Richland County 
Fairgrounds, Mansfield, OH. $7 Admis-
sion. Military Material from 1775 through 
1945. Artillery Show with Cannon Firing 
Demonstrations. Encampments - Period 
Music - WW II Military Vehicles. www.

ohiocivilwarshow.com

Back
Issues

Don’t miss
a single copy.
Order today!

1-800-358-6327
HistoryNetShop.com



Have you ever said to yourself “I’d 

love to get a computer, if only I could 

figure out how to use it.” Well, you’re 

not alone. Computers were supposed 

to make our lives simpler, but they’ve 

gotten so complicated that they are 

not worth the trouble. With all of the 

“pointing and clicking” and “dragging 

and dropping” you’re lucky if you can 

figure out where you are. Plus, you 

are constantly worrying about viruses 

and freeze-ups. If this sounds familiar, 

we have great news for you. There is 

finally a computer that’s designed for 

simplicity and ease of use. It’s the WOW 

Computer, and it was designed with you 

in mind. This computer is easy-to-use, 

worry-free and literally puts the world 

at your fingertips. From the moment 

you open the box, you’ll realize how 

different the WOW Computer is. The 

components are all connected; all you 

do is plug it into an outlet and your 

high-speed Internet connection. Then 

you’ll see the screen – it’s now 22 

inches. This is a completely new touch 

screen system, without the cluttered 

look of the normal computer screen. 

The “buttons” on the screen are easy 

to see and easy to understand. All you 

do is touch one of them, from the Web, 

Email, Calendar to Games– you name 

it… and a new screen opens up. It’s so 

easy to use you won’t have to ask your 

children or grandchildren for help. Until 

now, the very people who could benefit 

most from E-mail and the Internet are 

the ones that have had the hardest time 

accessing it. Now, thanks to the WOW 

Computer, countless older Americans 

are discovering the wonderful world 

of the Internet every day. Isn’t it time 

you took part? Call now, and a patient, 

knowledgeable product expert will tell 

you how you can try it in your home for 

30 days. If you are not totally satisfied, 

simply return it within 30 days for a 

refund of the product purchase price.  

Call today.

Call now and find out how you can 

get the new WOW! Computer.

Mention promotional code 102975 

for special introductory pricing.

1-877-732-5032
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TECHNOLOGY SIMPLIFIED – BIGGER AND BETTER

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 

Designed Especially for Seniors!
Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in!

 Send & Receive Emails

 Have video chats with family and friends

 Surf the Internet:

 Get current weather and news

 Play games Online:

 Hundreds to choose from!

“I love this computer! It is easy to read 

and to use!  I get photo updates my 

children and grandchildren all the time.”

– Janet F.

FREE
Automatic

Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area

Simple navigation – so you  
never get lost

Intel® processor – lightning fast

Computer is in the monitor – 
No bulky tower

Advanced audio, Better speaker 
configuration – easier to hear

Text to Speech translation –  
it can even read your  

emails to you!

U.S. Based Customer Service

ADVERTISEMENT
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NEW

IN CIVIL WAR HISTORY

CHAD VANDERFORD

The Legacy of St. George Tucker
College Professors in Virginia Confront  
Slavery and Rights of States, 1771-1897

Cloth ISBN 978-1-62190-216-4 / $49.95

Sailing with Farragut
The Civil War Recollections  

of Bartholomew Diggins

Cloth ISBN 978-1-62190-208-9 / $53.95

EDITED BY GEORGE S. BURKHARDT

Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter

Order online or

call 1-800-621-2736

Available

JUNE 2016

Call to preorder

800-621-2736 
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T
here are dozens of veteran-written 
regimental and brigade histories, 
often done well after the war. But 

The History of a Brigade of South Carolinians First Known as “Gregg’s” and 
Subsequently as “McGowan’s Brigade” was actually begun by  J.F.J. Caldwell, an 
aide to Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan, in 1864 while the 1st, 12th, 13th and 14th 
South Carolina Infantry and Orr’s Regiment of Rifles were in the Petersburg 
trenches. The history crackles with immediacy. Take Caldwell’s description of 
the Carolinians coming upon the scene as part of A.P. Hill’s famous Antietam 
counterattack: “We could see the blue lines of the Federals…with banners 
flying and guns and bayonets glittering in the sun….their well-kept, loose, blue 
uniform…gave them a massive look….” ¶ He also interjects his personal battle 
experiences. Of the hellish 1864 Wilderness fighting, he writes, “The stench of 
burning vegetable matter and clothing, and the gases steaming up through the 
thin covering of the graves, almost suffocated me….Danger is far less formidable 
in the bright, open, ventilated field, than in the dark, close wood….” The book’s 
title might be laborious, but it reads like a Rebel charge at the double-quick.

EDITOR’S PICK
Being a random book favored by the editor

The History of a Brigade of South Carolinians 
First Known as “Gregg’s” and Subsequently as 
“McGowan’s Brigade” 
By J.F.J. Caldwell
Morningside Press reprint, 1992
(copies available on the Internet at various prices)
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Samuel K. Thompson 
served in the 5th Kansas 

Cavalry, fighting in 
obscure battles such as 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and 

Mine Creek, Kan. After 
the war he remained in 
the U.S. Army as an 

officer in the 54th U.S. 
Colored Troops, and a 
picture of him in that 
capacity appeared in 
our December 2015 

“Details” department. 
Thompson had this 

14-karat gold medal—
which was recently sold 
by Skinner Auctions—
created to commemorate 
his military career. It 

features a crescent-and-
star VII Corps badge, 
crossed sabers and a 
Masonic insignia. 
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Here’s  the  p er fect  g i f t  for  your  histor y-buff  Dad at  the  p er fect  pr ice :  $75
plus shipping. Special signed limited editions are $250.

Order this spectacular new Civil War book Gettysburg 1863—Seething Hell

online at www.newgettysburgbook.com or telephone toll-free 866-278-1994

FATHER ’S  DAY IS  COMING ON JUNE  19 .

It’s incredible. The photos are absolutely breathtaking,

and I love the pull-out poster-sized maps.   ~ K r i s t a  S .

This book is wonderful! What an incredible project.

You have done a great job incorporating the thoughts,

words, emotions of the soldiers with some spectacular

photography. It is a book I will treasure. Makes me

want to take another trip to Gettysburg.   ~ R i c k  L .

Sets the Gettysburg battle stage so seamlessly, yet 

eloquently. I feel your intended purpose of humanizing

the conflict succeeds brilliantly. The cornucopia of

diaries and letters place Gettysburg in a perspective

that renders and reduces the typical history book to

little more than a baseball box score.   ~ J o n  O.

A masterpiece. The depiction of carnage on the battlefield

is both jarring and fascinating—it’s about time someone

had the guts to show what kind of hell those poor

boys went through. ~ J o h n  W.

The book I ordered for my husband arrived yesterday

and he was very pleased. What an amazing job you

did! Thank you so much.   ~ L i n d a  S .

make his day.
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