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A SPRING
REFRESH

I
t’s all change for the new season at H&A. Over the last few

months, we’ve been finding out what you love most about

your magazine. We’ve listened to your feedback, conducted

research, looked closely at our pages and thought hard

about how to wrap up the results in a desirable new look

that feels fresh and relevant for how we all live (and aspire

to live) with antiques today.

Each issue will now bring you more pages of antiques and more

homes to explore – including one you can visit to discover an

exemplary collection, in our new Open House series. You’ll find

greater depth to our features and a focus on the fascinating stories

behind antiques; practical guides to collecting on cut-out-and-keep

pages, which you can use at flea markets, auctions and fairs;

as well as inspiration for shopping and displaying beautiful finds

from every era of design in your home.

We aim to bring you much more of what you love, as well

as lots of surprising new additions in every issue. We’re excited

to introduce you to our new columnist, antiques dealer Gordon

Watson, and the first instalment of our three-part mini series on

gardens this month. We wish you happy hunting as you delve into

our new pages – we hope you’ll be inspired.

SA M A N T H A SCOT T-J EFFR I E S

BEHIND THE SCENES
It’s taken over 500 hours, 243 

cups of tea and 27 packets of 

chocolate biscuits for Team H&A 

to prepare this issue! A highlight 

was our blue-and-white shoot with 

photographer Katya de Grunwald, 

assistant Jack Grayson and stylist 

Marisa Daly. See the story on p42. 

Follow us...

5 things you will learn this issue...

FOLLOW THE
H&A TEAM...

... on Facebook, Twitter,

Pinterest and Instagram

for regular updates and

to find out which fairs

we’ll be visiting

THE JOURNAL

The 70s are back! We bring

you our edit of the most

covetable pieces on our

shopping list.

p13

GORDON WATSON

discovers that Whoopi

Goldberg is an avid

antiques collector with an

impeccable eye. Who knew?

p29

MASTER PRINTS

Fancy a Hockney for

£2,000? Buy British art at

an affordable price – invest

in a limited-edition print.

p122

HOME INSPIRATION

Our clever homeowners have

a knack of mixing pieces

like this 1950s chair with

antiques and new finds.

p82

SUMMER FAIRS

Turn left when walking into 

a fair (most people turn

right), says expert Mark Hill

– just one of our insider tips.
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understanding that the publisher incurs 
no liability for their storage or return. 
The contents of this magazine may not be 
reproduced without permission. All prices 
are correct at the time of going to press. 
Homes & Antiques (ISSN 0968-1485) 
(USPS 017-579) is published 13 times a year 
(monthly with a special Christmas issue in 
November) by Immediate Media Company 
Bristol, 2nd Floor, Tower House, Fairfax St, 
Bristol, BS1 3BN, UK. Distributed in the US 
by Circulation Specialists, LLC, 2 Corporate 
Drive, Ste 945, Shelton, CT 06484. Periodical 
postage paid at Shelton, CT and additional 
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Homes & Antiques, PO 
Box 37495, Boone, IA 50037-0495. For US 
subscription enquiries, email HANcustserv@
cdsfulfillment.com, call 866-926-0268 (toll 
free) or write to the previous address. Every 
effort has been made to secure permission 
for copyright material. In the event of any 
material being used inadvertently, or where 
it proved impossible to trace the copyright 
owner, acknowledgement will be made in 
a future issue. Immediate Media Company 
Ltd is working to ensure that all of its paper 
is sourced from well-managed forests. 
This magazine can be recycled, for use in 
newspapers and packaging. Please remove 
any gifts, samples or wrapping and dispose  
of it at your local collection point.

Talking H&A If your sight is 

failing, contact The Talking 

Newspaper Association, National 

Recording Centre, Heathfield, 

East Sussex, TN21 8DB (0870 442 

9593). If enquiring for someone who 

has trouble with their sight, please 

consult them first.
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Judith Miller

Judith Miller began collecting in the 1960s and

published the first Miller’s Antiques Price Guide in

1979. Since then she has written more than 120 books

as well as making frequent appearances on TV and

radio. She takes a close-up look at the antiques in her

favourite room from the houses in this issue on p70.

Gordon Watson

Gordon started at Sotheby’s aged 20 before setting

up London’s first antiques shop specialising in 20th-

century French pieces aged just 26. The gallery is

renowned for its art deco treasures and Gordon is

now a dealer on Channel 4’s Four Rooms. In his first

column for H&A (p29) he meets Whoopi Goldberg.

Caroline Wheater

Caroline is a writer whose latest book is a beginner’s

guide to antique furniture. She wrote our feature on

British master prints (p122). ‘I’ve collected prints for

over 20 years and I was delighted to learn, while doing

my research, that works by David Hockney were not

beyond the realms of possibility!’ she says.

BY PHONE:
❈ Subscription enquiries and 

back issues 0844 844 0255

❈ Editorial enquiries  

0117 314 7444

❈ Advertising enquiries  

0117 314 8817
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and back issues

homesandantiques@
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❈ Editorial enquiries 

homesandantiques 

@immediate.co.uk

❈ For iPad support, please 

visit apps.immediate.co.uk/

support
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❈ Subscription enquiries 

and back issues: Homes 

& Antiques, PO Box 279, 

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 8DF

❈ Editorial enquiries: Homes 

& Antiques, Immediate Media 

Company Bristol Ltd, 9th floor, 

Tower House, Fairfax Street, 

Bristol, BS1 3BN

❈ US subscription enquiries, 

Call 866-926-0268 (toll 

free), email HANcustserv@ 

cdsfulfillment.com or go to 

britsubs.com/homes

HOMESANDANTIQUES.COM

H& A iPAD EDITION
Homes & Antiques is also available for the iPad – 

visit the Newsstand section of the App Store and 

search for Homes & Antiques. You can purchase 

single issues or subscribe and save: 12-month 

subscriptions are available for £34.99 and  

six-month subscriptions are available for £18.99

ON THE COVER Photograph: Katya de Grunwald. Styling: Marisa Daly
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For a catalogue and stockists, visit www.ercol.com or call 01844 271821
Ercol Furniture Ltd, Summerleys Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks. HP27 9PX
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THE JOURNAL

13The Journal The H&A
guide to everything you

should see, do and buy this
month. Plus, the famous beds
of the Savoy hotel and a look
at Barbara Hepworth’s life

26Carving a niche

Furniture maker Alice
Blogg combines new skills
and old techniques to create
temptingly tactile designs

29Gordon Watson In his
new monthly column,

art expert and Channel 4’s
Four Rooms dealer tells of his
brush with fame in America

31Shopping Travel-inspired
finds, and antique and

new pieces in fresh aqua blues.
Also, we showcase the best
trays for dining al fresco

H&A LIFESTYLE

42A study in blue & white

Transferware brought
the look of expensive Chinese
ceramics to the dining tables
of Great Britain. With a
detailed history and styling
ideas, discover why, two
centuries later, these pieces
are enjoying a style revival

54Global gathering See how
Daniele and Suzanna

Verdi have used antiques and
artworks from overseas to
inject an eclectic, colourful
style into their home

64Against the odds An
18th-century home that

narrowly avoided demolition
has been beautifully restored
with Georgian detailing and
period antiques. Judith Miller
highlights the standout pieces

Inside
Charleston

90 Bohemian rhapsody

As Charleston
House reopens for the year,
we explore the vibrant
interiors of the country’s
last remaining example
of a home completely
decorated by members of
the Bloomsbury Group

CONTENTS May
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STILL DESIGNED & MADE IN ENGLAND

william-morris.co.uk 



CONTENTS May

74Making an impact

Dramatic displays
of varied collections – from
Piero Fornasetti plates to 
Arts & Crafts furniture –
pack a punch in interior
designer Sue Timney’s home

82The thrill of the chase A
penchant for mid-

century designs has led
furniture dealer Ben Joyner
to fill his Bristol home with
a host of characterful pieces

100Perfect symmetry

In the first of a three-
part series, Cinead McTernan
takes a look at the influence of
gardens with elegant parterres

THE GUIDE

1138 ways to update

your walls for spring

Maggie Stevenson presents
a variety of ways to spruce up
your walls for the new season

122Auction focus

As Bonhams
prepares for its British
Master Prints sale, Caroline
Wheater discovers a booming
market for limited editions

128The hat that crowned

an emperor In ther

first of our new series
of stories from auctions,
read about the legend behind
Napoleon’s iconic bicorn hat

134Ten key stories

in the history

of the quilt Discover the
incredible journey that took
this humble item from the
battlefield to our bedrooms  

141The H&A survival

guide to summer fairs

Everything you need to know
before planning an antique-
hunting day trip

146Fair dates this May

Our guide to the best
fairs this month, with exclusive
ticket offers for H&A readers

150The inside track From
New York to Berlin,

antiques dealer Will Fisher
shares his favourite hotspots
around the globe

152Travel diary

Wondering what
to do this month? Eleanor
O’Kane picks the best places 
to shop, stay and unwind

155Let’s go to… Tetbury 

Prince Charles’s
quaint local town
is a haven for antiques hunting

REGULARS

10Letters Expert
appraisals, reader

stories and the latest from
Homes & Antiques online

37Competition

Win a consultation
with a Farrow & Ball colour
expert, plus £3,115 worth of 
their wallpaper and paints

38Subscribe and save Get
12 issues of Homes &

Antiques on your iPad, tablet 
or phone for just £34.99

109Reader offer Saver

£250 on classic
rattan-style garden furniture

133Coming next month

Welcome in the
summer with our June issue

140Competition Win
one of 25 pairs of

tickets to the 10th anniversary 
Decorative Living Fair

154Reader offer Go onr

an antique-hunting
cruise with Tim Wonnacott

169Shopping directory

Where to find this 
issue’s stockists

170The final lot Historian
Tracy Borman on

the mantel clock given to
her grandmother during the 
second world war

100

42

31

14
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Mark Longley, Roseberys
This is a Royal Staffordshire Pottery model of a crane,
dating from 1890 to 1921. It is glazed in the majolica
style manner – an imitation of Minton.

The Royal Staffordshire Pottery was formed
from the purchase of a loose association of several
potteries around Burslem in Stoke-on-Trent by Arthur
J. Wilkinson. A large quantity of its production was for
everyday wares, although there was an independent
decorating studio established in the Newport Pottery,
also under Wilkinson’s ownership, in which Clarice Cliff
worked and produced the Bizarre range.

Judging from the image, the piece is probably a
table centrepiece or spill vase for arranging flowers.
We would expect it to make £40-£60 at auction.

H&A REPLIES

H&A REPLIES

Angela Marsha
Cheffins
The brooch looks
rather beautiful
and the fairy is
utterly enchanting!
I would suspect that
she is a painted
enamel disc but a
closer inspection
with a jeweller’s loup
and a look at the rev
of the brooch would g
more indication of th
a possibility that she may have
been painted on to ivory but this is more common in
miniatures rather than jewellery. I can’t see a signature
as to who the artist is but fairies were a popular theme
for Victorian painters and with the rise of Romanticism
were a popular subject.

The panel is surrounded by seed pearls and four
rose-cut diamonds and I would suspect that she is set
into gold. Again, a look to the reverse for any marks
or stamps may give more indication as to the grade of
metal but a simple acid test (hence the name!) can
confirm this if needs be.

The addition of a safety chain is a good indicator
that the jeweller, and the owner, valued the piece and
wanted to protect it from accidental loss. Depending
on her actual size, close inspection of the diamonds
and overall condition, I would anticipate her to fetch
around £150-£250.

Mail boxH&A

❈ This month, we’ve 
been getting behind the 
#BringBackBrownFurniture 
campaign headed up by Jeremy 
Lamond of Hall’s Fine Arts. Take 
a look at our Pinterest board and 
join the conversation. Here’s what 
you’re saying on Facebook:

❈ Jane Warren It’s sad – I went to 
an auction and there was lots of 
lovely brown/mahogany furniture. 
The chap who works there said 
that a box of DVDs will fetch more 
at auction – so yes, bring it back! 
❈ Jenny Wood All of my furniture 
is 19th century apple wood 

mahogany and looks regal. I live  
in a Victorian property so it is 
entirely in keeping. Why is dark 
wood furniture out of favour? It 
really is beautiful.
❈ Dazzle Vintage Furniture  
I personally don’t think it ever  
went away! 

SOCIAL MEDIA

S

all,

pe
erse
give

his. There is

����� ��	��
This lovely little enamel brooch was given
to my mother by my grandmother, her
mother-in-law. We assume it’s Victorian, but
would love to know a little bit more about it.
The painted fairy is exquisite! Any information
you can give us would be appreciated.

PATSY CARROLL


��� ����
I read on Twitter that

you may be able to
help me out with some
information in relation

to this little guy as I
can’t find out anything

about him! Your help is
much appreciated.

@CHIPPYFLEA

������� ��
Having long been a fan
of the silver screen, I
was fascintated to read
all about Lauren Bacall
in Homes & Antiques
last month. Who knew
that the actress had
an impeccible eye and
was an avid collector
of antiques and art? It
was wonderful to see
inside her Hollywood
home and hear about
the beautiful objects
she ammassed over a
lifetime. I hope you’ll
take us on another tour
of such an intriguing
home very soon.

REBECCA WALTERS

���� �� � ������ ��� ����� 	� ����		� 	� ����� �	 ��
������		� 	����������������������� �	����	 �������	���	� 

Facebook facebook.com/homesantiques ● Instagram @homes_antiques ● Pinterest pinterest.com/homesantiques ● Twitter @homes_antiques

STAR 
LETTER
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Richard Kay, Lawrences Auctioneers
This would have been a terrific discovery had it been
the 1933 original but, sadly, this is one of Henry’s most
reproduced subjects and is most certainly just a print.
The original oil painting would have noticeable impasto
(thickly applied brushwork creating a noticeably raised
surface texture). As a print, the auction value is only
£20-£40 but the original – if you can bear to read this
– would have been £200,000-£300,000.

����� �� �	�����
�
My father was given this picture in the 1960s.
The back reads The Blue Hills of Connemara
and the signature of Paul Henry underneath
matches the one on the front. Can you shed any
light on whether it might be an original?

LOUISE ELLIOTT

����
 
��
There’s nothing I love
more than rootling
around flea markets and
I’ve always particuarly 
loved old industrial
things. Over the years
I’ve gathered quite a
collection of lamps,
stools, chairs and, as I 
am a seamstress, small 
sewing bits and bobs like bobbins and little 
boxes. When your April issue came through
the door I couldn’t believe my luck. I’m in the
process of redecorating and have been looking
for inspiration of how to display my beloved
things without making my home look too
masculine. After seeing your brilliant feature 
I now know the answer is lots of pot plants  
and some soft greens.

VANESSA TALBOTT

homes_antiques
Beautiful (and on-trend) blue-and-white china.
Plenty to be found at this month’s fairs. For the
full listings, follow this link homesandantiques.
com/feature/antiques/fairs/februarys-best-
antiques-and-vintage-fairs

antiquebear, nerimanokms, bukowskisbylisa 
and 79 others like this.

kensingtondesign
We love collections – beautiful

rareradish
Love blue and white china. Never goes out of 
fashion ❤ ❤ ❤

homes_antiques
Find blue & white china on the H&A stand
at fairs this month, we've got some lovely
pieces. We’ll be selling mags & subscriptions
too. Visit our fair pages to find out where we’ll
be popping-up.

lalabibaby
One of my passions… just love blue & white 
transferware

little_english_rose
Saw this post and thought of you @retro.rosie.
michelle x x x

HOT TOPIC

BLUE & 
WHITE CHINA
Transfer-printed ceramics 
are seeing a resurgence 
right now, so it’s no surprise 
that this was one of our 
most popular Instagrams 
this month. Tempted to start 
your own collection? Read 
our feature on page 42 to 
find out about the history of 
transferware, how it’s made 
and where to buy it. Don’t 
forget to share your new 
finds with us on Instagram, 
Twitter or Facebook… 
instagram.com/homes_antiques

★ BE OUR STAR LETTER
��� ��	� ����� ����� ���� ���� 	 ����� ���
�	����
� ���� ����� ���������
�	�����
������� !"��	����
�#��$

Write to us at Homes & Antiques, 
Tower House, Fairfax Street, 
Bristol BS1 3BN or email 
homesandantiques@immediate.
co.uk or use any of our social 
media channels.

H&A M AY 2015 
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INTO THE
BLUE

The new season’s love
affair with indigo
blue is ideal for those
of us with antiques-
filled interiors. As
well as having its own
rich history, indigo
goes a treat with
mahogany browns and
Regency greens. Plus,
it’s the ideal tone to
accompany shelves of
blue-and-white china
(see our feature on
page 42). Fabrics by
Manuel Canovas, from
£79 per m.
* 020 8877 6400;
manuelcanovas.com

Covetable finds, auction highlights, notable exhibitions and fresh ideas – Alice Hancock takes 

note of what to see, do and buy in May. Plus, glamorous anecdotes from our new columnist

H&A

JOURNAL
This 
month
REDISCOVER 

1970Ƭ STYLE

16 Embrace the elegant 
side of the decade that 
gave us space-age design  
and bubble chairs

PAY HOMAGE  
TO HEPWORTH
21 Three major 
new exhibitions are to 
celebrate the works of 
the iconic British sculptor

SEE ARTISTS’ 
COLLECTIONS
23 Damien Hirst  
and Sir Peter Blake  
reveal the curios they 
hoard in their houses

MEET A GIFTED 
WOODWORKER
26 Alice Blogg 
is following in her 
ancestors’ footsteps  
to make beautiful  
wooden furniture

READ A DEALER’S 
CONFESSIONS 
29 Our new columnist, 
art dealer Gordon 
Watson, on his brush with 
the Hollywood high life

BUY GLOBAL 
TREASURES 
31 Gather old  
and new finds from 
around the world to 
create an eclectic look
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FABRIC FABLES

THE SECRET

GARDEN

When we spoke to Emma
Mawston, Liberty Arts Fabrics’
head of design, at last year’s
London Design Festival, she

enthused about a new collection
she was working on, based on her
favourite book, The Secret Garden.

‘Books and sofas are a natural fit,’
she told us. And when they look
as rich and whimsical as this, we
couldn’t agree more. ‘The Secret
Garden’ fabrics, from £70 per m.

* 020 7573 9676; liberty.co.uk

The joy of a personal

collection, as opposed to a

museum collection, is that there

are no “do not touch” signs. My

tip is a simple one – enjoy and

use the objects you own, and

don’t worry if your ownership

leaves a trace. Surely, that is

what collecting is all abou

Martin Roth, tor,
Victoria and Albert um

STYLE STEER

INVESTMENT PIECE

BLEU DE FRANCE
Inspired by a 1950s French design,

Soane’s leather-bound ‘Rivoli’ cabinet
with brass settings is as opulent to
look at as it is to touch. £13,700.

* 020 7730 6400; soane.co.uk

SEASON’S TREAT

HERITAGE

APPLES
This apple paperweight

by Martyn Lawrence Bullard
for French crystal

house Daum positively
glows.£320.

* daum.fr

LIGHT UP 

GLOBAL APPEAL 

Davey Lighting’s new ‘Oceanic’ pendant 
lights are based on archive designs used 

in the dockyards of early 20th-century 
London. Now they are an industrial style 
statement in their own right. From £285. 

* 01993 882251; davey-lighting.co.uk 
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WIN

IN NEED OF SOME BRIGHT LIGHTS? The owners of
specialist lighting business Pooky source Belgian linens, Turkish
ikats and hand-printed fabrics from India for their irresistible range
of zingy lamps – and this month, we’ve teamed up with them to
offer two £125 vouchers to H&A readers. For your chance to win,
send a postcard marked ‘Pooky’ with your full contact details to 
the address on page 169. * 020 7351 3003; pooky.com

DECORATING

OFF THE PEG
‘Peggy’, one of Mini Moderns’ new

‘Hinterland’ collection of wallpapers, was
inspired by the pegboards the designers
Keith Stephenson and Mark Hampshire
found while rummaging in junk shops
near their beach house in Dungeness,
Kent. The simple design sits well with

mid-century ware. £45 per m. 
* minimoderns.com

Cheffins Auctioneers’ Art & Design
from 1860 sale – 30th April
Lost in action during the

second world war when he
was an official war artist,
Eric Ravilious had a short

but celebrated career. ‘Boat
Race’ is a ceramic design he
produced for Wedgwood in
1938 (est £800-£1,200).

* 01223 213343; cheffins.co.uk

A FRESH PALETTE

PASTEL PERFECT
Earthborn Paints’ first release from its
new colour card is ‘Nostalgic Nancy’
– a pretty pastel range, inspired by
old knitting patterns and wedding 
bouquets, that aims to enhance

natural light. ‘Bo Peep’, the dusty pale
blue pictured, is derived from

the colour of the sea as it fades on
vintage postcards. £35 per 2.5l.

* 01928 734171; earthbornpaints.co.uk

LOTS TO LOVE

ERIC RAVILIOUS
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70s style
Hello retro revival. Interiors have

gone mad for browns, oranges and shagpile rugs

LEFT The 1970s were 
characterised by a 
post-modern colour 
palette. Make your 
phone an accent piece 
with this yellow Wild 
& Wolf number. £45, 
Liberty. 020 7734 
1234; liberty.co.uk

ABOVE Store your 
flares and platforms  
(if you still have any)  
in a stylish 1970s 
Danish chest of 
drawers. £435,  
The Old Cinema. 
020 8995 4166; 
theoldcinema.co.uk  

ABOVE An iconic 
French wallpaper 
adds instant retro 
appeal. Lavaliers 
‘Atomic’ wallpaper, 
£57 per roll. 
0845 880 5855; 
littlegreene.com 
BELOW Sink 
back into Soane’s 
upholstered ‘Venus’ 

chair. From £2,700. 
020 7730 6400; 
soane.com 
RIGHT Frame 
your reflection in 
an asymmetric 
teak mirror 
from Raspberry 
Mash. £30. 
07583 836988; 
raspberrymash.co.uk

DESIGNS WE LOVE

ONLINE SHOPPING

ANTIQUES  

ON THE GO 
You may be hunting 

for old pieces but that 

doesn’t mean you can’t 

do it in a modern way. 

1stdibs, the biggest online 

marketplace for antique 

and vintage finds, has 

launched a smartphone 

app. You can browse 

antiques from over 2,000 

dealers, discover curated 

collections, message 

dealers and negotiate 

prices. And, if virtual 

shopping isn’t your thing, 

there is a location-based 

function that allows 

you to find your nearest 

1stdibs dealer.

1stdibs.com/apps/

iphonestore 

The sleek CH110 desk 
was designed in 1970 
by Hans J Wegner. 
£7,960, ARAM. 020 
7557 7557; aram.co.uk

ABOVE Jonathan 
Adler’s ‘Rio’ chandelier 

is aglow with 70s glamour. 
£2,285. 0800 963 0891;  
jonathanadler.com BELOW 

Shagpile style? But,  
of course. Sheepskin 

rug, £295, 
Habitat. 0344 

499 4686; 
habitat.co.uk

LOTS TO LOVE

CARTIER BAG 
Roseberys Auctioneers’ Textiles & 
Vintage Fashion sale – 25th April

Made in France, this leather 
travelling bag dates from 
the early 20th century 

and is fitted with a base 
compartment containing two 
silver gilt-topped toilet bottles 

and a set of ivory-handled 
brushes. Est £200-£300. 

* 020 8761 2522; roseberys.co.uk

Bubble up with  
a space-age soda 
siphon. £16, 
Raspberry Mash. 
07583 836988; 
raspberrymash.
co.uk
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BUUYYY OROROR SSSELELELL?LL?

BUY
19th-century
mahogany
Pembroke tables
with a drop-flap
design. These
space-saving tables
can be picked up
for less than £150
at auction. They
look really good
when painted
and distressed,
and are ideal for
smaller properties.

SELL
Good-quality
Regency library
chairs in mahogany 
or oak never go
out of fashion,
suiting everything
from bedrooms
to snugs, sitting
rooms to halls as
a comfy, stylish
perch. An original
leather covering
will add a premium
to the price.

FURNITURE SPECIALIST

WHAT TO BUY

FEATHER

YOUR NEST
Swedish company Klippan has been producing fabrics since 1879 but
its new ‘Feathers’ and ‘Shore Birds’ cotton and chenille blankets are
bright and modern. £96 each. * 01235 848192; northlighthomestore.com 

MARTIN MILLARD

$XFWLRQHHU� &KH QV

NEW TAKES

200 YEARS OF ROYAL DOULTON
This miniature London skyline, made to celebrate the 200th
anniversary of British pottery manufacturer Royal Doulton, is

both practical (it acts as a serving set or desk tidy) and pretty
(it features designs by textile artist Charlene Mullen). It’s also a

great centrepiece – get your guests to guess the landmark. £200. 
* 01782 282652; royaldoulton.co.uk

ONE TO SWATCH

WHERE THEWILD 

THINGS ARE

Lewis & Wood has added two new fabrics to its
collection of velvets: the bold, foliate ‘Wild Thing’

and ‘Ipek’, inspired by the Victorian architect
Augustus Pugin. They join the opulent ‘Rococo’

(pictured) by Melissa White – influenced by
Melissa’s love of Indian block-prints and 18th-
century Rococo motifs. From £181.80 per m.

* 01453 878517; lewisandwood.co.uk

LOTS TO LOVE

CLARICE CLIFF
Woolley & Wallis’s Art Deco &

20th Century Design sale – 15th April
Born in Stoke-on-Trent, Clarice Cliff

(1899-1972) started out as a lowly gilder
but rapidly became one of the most

influential designers of the 1920s and 30s.
These five vases (est £1,000-£1,500)

are tradesman’s samples and include the
rare ‘Tennis’ pattern, c1930 (front).
* 01722 424500; woolleyandwallis.co.uk
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5of the best:Planters

GARDEN TRADING
 ‘Malmesbury’ planter 

(set of three).  
0845 608 4448;  

gardentrading.co.uk 
£120

ENGLISH SALVAGE
Antique riveted 
copper planter. 
01568 616205; 

englishsalvage.co.uk
 £200

COX & COX
Woven rattan  

planter.  
0844 858 0744;  
coxandcox.co.uk  

£120

MARQUIS & DAWE 
Metal trough planters. 

01925 767611; 
marquisand
dawe.co.uk

£16

BOUTIQUE PROVENCALE 
Zinc garden trough.  
0800 954 0232; 

boutique
provencale.co.uk 

£29.95

Longer days and lighter evenings give you time to sow your seeds in style  

WHAT TO BUY

TAP INTO 

TAPESTRY
Opulent antique tapestries were 

the inspiration for Christy’s  
new ‘Venice’ bedding range. 
The rich damasks in mustard 

yellow have a tantalising shine. 
Cushions from £30. 

* 0845 758 5252;  
christy-towels.com

Heading  
to a fair?
) Visit our website for the 
locations, times and prices 
of May’s finest antiques 
and vintage fairs. They’re 
organised by region, so you 
can find the closest to you.

HOMESANDANTIQUES.COM

COLLECTING

LEICA 

DREAM
Leica’s ‘Luxus I’ cameras 
were made in the 1930s 
on an order-only basis. 

This one (est £100,000-
£150,000) will be sold at 
Bonhams on 19th May. Or 
hunt for a cheaper example 
at Wolverhampton Camera 

Fair on 19th April. 

* bonhams.com; 
wolverhampton 

camerafair.co.uk
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Swallows & Damsons
Anna Potter has transformed a 1980s office in Sheffield  
into a romantic florist – with a little help from some  
prints from Chatsworth House

TALKING SHOP

WHO Anna Potter opened Swallows & Damsons eight years ago. The name  
is based on Swallows and Amazons, her favourite book as a child.
WHAT It’s a florist with a twist. Flowers remind Anna of collecting petals  
in her grandmother’s rose garden as a child and, when she opened her  
own shop, she had a strong vision of what it would be like. ‘I wanted it to  
be nostalgic and have an old-fashioned romance,’ she says. ‘I’ve never  
really liked shiny new things in rows.’
WHERE The shop sits snugly between Jameson’s Tearoom and an organic  
greengrocer on Abigail Road in the heart of Sheffield’s antiques quarter. ‘You 
can’t miss us,’ says Anna. ‘Nearly every customer comments on the scent!’
FIND Prints by 18th-century botanical artist Ferdinand Bauer, saved from the 
library at Chatsworth, cover the wall behind the counter. On the shelves is an 
array of old terracotta pots and copper containers found on trips to France.
BUY You can pick up a hand-tied bouquet from £25. ‘But if people come into 
the shop with just five pounds, we will always try to do something,’ Anna says.

* 0114 255 1944;  
swallowsanddamsons.com

Enter Swallows & Damsons and 
straight in front of you is a wall  
of flowers in antique pots. 
‘We’re only a little shop but it’s 
a treasure trove,’ says Anna. 
‘It’s very rustic and raw’

A SALE OF NOTE 

IT’S NOT OFTEN that a 
single-owner collection of royal 
memorabilia comes up for sale, 

and it’s even rarer when it’s all related 
to Queen Victoria. ‘The fact that most 
things in our Boston of Faversham  
sale are pre-1900 makes it special – 
there is plenty of 20th-century royal 
memorabilia about but not so many
commemorative items from Queen
Victoria’s reign,’ says Tennants
Auctioneers specialist
Diane Sinnott, who
has catalogued the
extraordinary
collection
amassed over
several decades
by the late Lord
Boston, a Labour
MP and life peer,
and his wife.

‘During Victoria’s
reign, there was
a proliferation of
souvenirs made
by a huge variety
of manufacturing
businesses, from
ceramics to glass
and silver,’ says Diane. ‘Britain was
proud of its manufacturing capability,
and everyone joined in.’ Star lots at the
sale include a Measham double-spouted
teapot, dated 1887 (above, est £1,000-
£1,500); a striking Burmantofts jardinière
made to celebrate her Coronation (est
£500-£800); and a humble but initialled
sack barrow (below, est £300-£400).

Royal  

appointment

This sack barrow 
is emblazoned 
with Queen 
Victoria’s initials

* The Boston of Faversham Collection of Queen 
Victoria Memorabilia goes under the hammer 
at Tennants’ Country House Sale on 25th April 
in Leyburn, North Yorkshire. 01969 623780; 
tennants.co.uk.

This double-spouted 
teapot is an example of 
Measham bargeware, 
a type of ceramics 
beloved of Victorian 
narrowboat owners
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INVESTMENT PIECE

ONE FOR

THE BOOKS
May is a month for reading.
Early-summer sun cries out

for afternoons spent lounging
with a good book, while there
are also a wealth of literary
events to visit, including the
world-renowned Hay Festival
(21st-31st May). In need of
somewhere to store books

bought on the festival circuit?
Invest in one of Retrouvius’s
newly acquired early 20th-

century library trolleys (£395).
* 020 8960 6060;

retrouvius.com

WHAT TO BUY

CLEAN

LINES
Danish brand GUBI’s
‘Modern Line’ sofa,

designed in 1949, and
new lights by German
designer Sebastian
Herkner, create a

peaceful Scandinavian
mood. Lights from €329.
* +45 3332 6368; gubi.dk

Louis  
Poulsen’s new 
copper table 

lamp, based on 
an iconic 1929 

design, looks just 
as good switched 
off as switched 

on. £1,110.  
* +45 7033 1414; 
louispoulsen.com

LIGHT UP 

COPPER 

BLUSH

A GOOD SEAT 

Floral flurries
The appearance of cocktail 

chairs in the 1950s heralded 
a more playful era for home 
design – a legacy kept alive 
by vintage furniture restorer 

Florrie + Bill in a new line 
of botanical print chairs by 

award-winning textile designer 
Abigail Borg. The designs are 
based on fabrics discovered 

while preparing the chairs for 
restoration. ‘Laburnum’  

chair, £595.  
* 01530  
481798;  

florrieand 
bill.com 

LOTS TO LOVE

FIRESCREENS
Halls’ Fine Art & Antiques sale  

– 15th April

As a protector from heat,  
the firescreen is rather 

outmoded – but it can still 
add a decorative boost. This 

elegant satinwood example has 
a shield shape, popular in the 
first half of the 19th century.  

* 01743 450700;  
hallsgb.com

ROLLING OUT 
Max Rollitt is an antiques dealer, furniture designer, 
restorer and interior decorator – all skills that are very 
apparent when you step into his new showroom at 
Yavington Barn, near Winchester in Hampshire. It’s 
double the size of his previous premises and is a calm 
space where striking pieces are given plenty of breathing 
room. The 18th and 19th-century English antiques, 
textiles and ephemera on display are best described in 
Max’s own words: ‘rich, well-patinated and amusing’.  
* 01962 791124; maxrollitt.com 
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THE BOOKSHELF

CHAIRS
Take a seat and 

peruse these  

great tomes for  

inspiration and 

information on 

classic chair  

designs and  

upkeep 

Barbara Hepworth

NOTES ON AN ICON

I
f any sculptor is set to top the arts agenda this year, it’s Barbara Hepworth. 
While we Brits consider her to be one of the most iconic sculptors of the 
20th century, curators at Tate Britain and the Hepworth Wakefield have 
decided it is time to re-establish her international reputation. To that end, 
Hepworth will be celebrated in three exhibitions this year. 

In the 1930s, Hepworth’s practice was a radical one. Rather than create 
plaster casts to be sent to a master craftsman to complete, she was part of a group 
who carved directly into a given material (for Hepworth, initially wood). The 
principle was named ‘truth to materials’ and set the agenda for sculpture to come. 

Unlike her close contemporary Henry Moore, Hepworth made smaller work 
(as well as large pieces) that was suited to living spaces. ‘For her, it was about 
experiencing sculpture against a landscape,’ says Eleanor Clayton, curator of  
the Hepworth Wakefield. For the Tate’s last major retrospective of her work 
in 1968, Hepworth divided the grand galleries into domestic-sized areas to 
encourage visitors to think about how they moved around the space.

While the retrospective at Tate Britain will be the first major survey of her  
work in 50 years, the Hepworth Wakefield’s exhibitions will focus on her early 
and late periods. On display will be accomplished clay models of her sisters,  
and sketches of aunts and uncles, made during her childhood, as well as the 
highly abstract sculpture of her final years. Hepworth worked right up until  
her death, saying that her last 10 years were ‘a fulfilment of my youth’.
*�A Greater Freedom: Barbara Hepworth 1965-1975, 18th April 2015 to April 2016,  
and Hepworth in Yorkshire, 16th May to 6th September at the Hepworth Wakefield.  
01924 247360; hepworthwakefield.org. Barbara Hepworth: Sculpture for a Modern World, 
24th June to 25th October at Tate Britain, London. 020 7887 8888; tate.org.uk

The Upholsterer’s Step-by-
Step Handbook by  

Alex Law (Pavilion Books, 
£20) is a practical guide  

to upholstery.  

100 British Chairs by 
Adam Bowett (Antique 
Collectors’ Club, £25) 

is a survey of iconic chairs 
that is a testament to 

British design.  

The Furniture Bible  
by Christophe Pourny 
(Artisan Books, £25)  
is a beautiful volume  

that covers history, care  
and buying tips.  

It seems the 
norm now 
but Hepworth 
was a pioneer 
of abstract 
sculpture. 
Her work has 
influenced 
artists as 
diverse as 
YBA Sarah 
Lucas and 
Hélio Oiticica

The godmother of modern sculpture to 

be celebrated in three new exhibitions 
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THE DIARY

The family seat
The humble chair takes centre stage in
Make Yourself Comfortable at Chatsworth, 
an exhibition that sets modern seating
amid the house’s historic collections.
See work by Thomas Heatherwick and
Amanda Levete, plus a new commission
by Raw Edges that creates a surprising
new atmosphere in the sculpture gallery.
* Chatsworth House, Derbyshire. Until 23rd
October. 01246 565300; chatsworth.org

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

MAY
K 3rd Scottish Contemporary Art,

McTear’s, Meiklewood Gate, Glasgow.
0141 810 2880; mctears.co.uk

K 6th Rare Books, Manuscripts, Maps
& Photographs, Lyon & Turnbull,
Broughton Place, Edinburgh.
0131 557 8844; lyonandturnbull.com

K 9th Vintage Costume & Textiles,
Tennants, Harmby Road, Leyburn, North
Yorkshire. 01969 623780; tennants.co.uk

K 11th Asian Art, Bonhams, New Bond Street,
London. 020 7447 7447; bonhams.com

K 12th Chinese Ceramics, Works of Art
& Textiles, Christie’s, Old Brompton Road,
London. 020 7930 6074; christies.com

K 13th The Design Age & Studio Ceramics, 
Mallams, St Michael’s Street, Oxford.
01865 241358; mallams.co.uk

K 13th Asian Art, Halls, 2 Barker Street,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 01743 450700;
hallsgb.com

K 13th Jewellery, Bonhams, Montpelier 
Street, London. 020 7447 7447;
bonhams.com

K 14th British & European Paintings, Lyon
& Turnbull, Broughton Place, Edinburgh.
0131 557 8844; lyonandturnbull.com

K 14th Fine Art & Antiques, Philip Serrell,
Barnard’s Green Road, Malvern, Worcs.
01684 892314; serrell.com

K 15th Asian Art, Dukes, Weymouth Avenue,
Dorchester, Dorset. 01305 265080;
dukes-auctions.com

K 16th Fine Art & Antiques, Fieldings,
Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge, West Mids.
01384 444140; fieldingsauctioneers.co.uk

K 19th & 20th Interiors, Christie’s,
Old Brompton Road, London.
020 7930 6074; christies.com

K 20th Fine Glass & Paperweights,
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, London.
020 7447 7447; bonhams.com

K 20th Interiors & Toys, Halls, 2 Barker 
Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.
01743 450700; hallsgb.com

K 20th & 21st Asian Art, Woolley & Wallis,
51-61 Castle Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire.
01722 424500; woolleyandwallis.co.uk

K 21st Watches, Fellows, Augusta Street, 
Birmingham. 0121 212 2131;
fellows.co.uk

K 21st Important Books, Manuscripts
& Works on Paper, Dreweatts &
Bloomsbury, 24 Maddox Street, London. 
020 7495 9499; dnfa.com

K 27th & 28th Specialist Collectors,
Reeman Dansie, Colchester, Essex.
01206 754750; reemandansie.com

K 28th & 29th Chinese & Japanese
Works of Art & Musical Instruments,
Adam Partridge, Withyfold Drive,
Macclesfield, Cheshire. 01625 431788; 
adampartridge.co.uk

MUMUUSTSTSTST VVVVISISISISITITITIT

MODERN
MOVEMENT
Antiques at a swimming pool sounds like an unlikely mix,
but it works surprisingly well at Brockwell Lido’s Modern
Movement Design Fair. In 2008, an art coordinator for the
Lido had some lottery funding and dreamt up the idea of
having period furniture on sale around the art deco pool.

With mid-century design enjoying its moment in the
interiors spotlight, you can find covetable pieces from
20th-century favourites including Jessie Tait, Alvar
Aalto, the Eames and Le Corbusier, as well as a plethora  
of affordable buys – from 1940s
French school posters
at £25 each, to, at the
last event, a nest of
teal tables for £160.
And if you’re feeling
particularly hardy, you
could even cool off with
a post-shopping dip.

40s

e

rla Kiely s favourite fair seesOrla Kiely’s favourite fair seesO
he Lido in Brockwell Park,th
uilt in 1937, host a wealthb
f 20th-century designof

Decorative interiors inside an old priory
church, and up-and-coming designers
displaying in a Victorian prison, are just
a couple of the playful juxtapositions
at this year’s Clerkenwell Design Week.
* Various locations, Clerkenwell, London.
19th-21st May. clerkenwelldesignweek.com

Opposites attract

Sa
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* Brockwell Lido, Dulwich
Road, London. 2nd-3rd
May. 020 7733 4999;
bleufurniture.com. For full fair
listings for May, turn to p146
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Don’t miss
NEW BLUE
Paul Scott’s
subversive
takes on
blue and white
china will be
at Worksop’s
Harley Gallery
from 25th
April to 21st
June. 01909
501700; harley
gallery.co.uk

Events to make an extra-special trip to see

A blossoming history
RHS Chelsea is in an historical mood this year. Show gardens include a tribute
to the Battle of Waterloo, and a Magna Carta anniversary piece. Our pick?
Chatsworth’s debut at Chelsea, with a garden designed by Dan Pearson.
* Royal Hospital Chelsea, London. 19th-23rd May. 0845 260 5000; rhs.org.uk

ONCE MOORE
Henry Moore and
Helaine Blumenfeld’s
work will be reunited
to mark 30 years
since their seminal
1985 exhibition in
New York. See it at
London’s Bowman
Sculpture from 22nd
May to 30th June. 020
7930 0277; bowman 
sculpture.com

CLOCKWISE FROM

TOP LEFT Andy Warhol’s
cookie jars, sold to a
private collector in 1988,
are displayed for the
first time; Damien Hirst’s
‘Last Kingdom’, 2012;
a clock from Martin Parr’s
collection of Russian space-
dog memorabilia; Dr Lakra’s
‘Frente al Espejo’, 2003

ANTIQUES FOR EVERYONE
From 9th 12th April,
Birmingham’s NEC hosts the
30th anniversary of this much
loved fair with a special display
of caddy spoons. 0844 581
0827; antiquesforeveryone.co.uk

Capital 
craft
London is world-L
enowned for itsr

Fashion Week and Design Festival, andF
now it can add craft to that roster withn
he first London Craft Week this month.t

There will be open studios, exhibitions,T
seminars and the annual COLLECT fair.s
* Various locations, London. 6th-10th May.
ondoncraftweek.comlo
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AN ARTISTIC ARRAY
The first major UK exhibition to feature the personal collections of artists
provides a fascinating glimpse into the creative mind (and the minds of collecting
fanatics). Artists taking part range from Sir Peter Blake and Edmund de Waal to
Martin Parr, Damien Hirst, Howard Hodgkin and Andy Warhol. The collections
are displayed alongside at least one piece of the artist’s work, to show how some
of the outlandish objects have inspired some of the century’s finest art.
* Barbican Art Gallery, London. Until 25th May. 0845 120 7550; barbican.org.uk/artgallery
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SAVOIR BEDS
Behind the brand

The company behind 

the sumptuous beds 

at London’s Savoy 

hotel, Savoir, has 

been providing  

both famous names 

and interiors lovers 

with a good night’s 

sleep since 1905

W
hen The Savoy hotel opened in 1889, it was London’s most 
glamorous, talked-about and cutting-edge hotel, with constant 
hot and cold water, electric lights and lifts. Yet no hotel can claim 
greatness unless its beds are up to par. During an expansion in 1915, 
its owner Richard D’Oyly Carte commissioned the distinguished 

upholsterer James Edwards to create a bed especially for The Savoy. It became known 
as ‘The Savoy Bed’ and featured ticking designed by Lady D’Oyly Carte, whose 
obsession with a good night’s sleep had prompted the making of the handcrafted beds.

To make sure that the beds remained exclusive to the hotel, The Savoy bought 
James Edwards’ London workshops in 1924. They remained under the same ownership 
until 1997, when Savoir Beds was formed. Though officially a new company, Savoir 
Beds has continued to make beds by hand using the same time-honoured skills. Indeed, 
the Savoir ‘No 2’ bed is the very same model that Edwards made back in 1915 (the 
more recently created ‘No 1’ bed takes pride of place in The Savoy’s Royal Suite).

Visit Savoir’s west London bedworks and you’ll 
find craftsmen at oak trestles tapping tacks into 
frames, arranging horsehair and lambswool, and 
planing beechwood frames. It takes 120 hours 
to make a Savoir ‘No 1’ bed (its top-of-the-range 
model) and 80 hours to make the historical ‘No 2’. 
Apprentices train for a year to learn how to craft 
the base, and another year to create the mattresses 
and headboards. Arjoon, the foreman at the works, 
has been making beds at Savoir since 1987.

Over the years, Winston Churchill, Marilyn 
Monroe, John Wayne and the Queen Mother have 
all rested their heads on Savoir beds. And King 
Hassan, the late monarch of Morocco, liked them 
so much he ordered 20 for his palace. Savoir has 
also collaborated with designers including Nicky 
Haslam, Virginia White and Mary Fox Linton. 
The latest to join this list is Philip Gorrivan, whose
‘Highland Court’ bed would be fit for a laird. 
* 020 8838 4838; savoirbeds.co.uk

This image was 
taken for a Savoy 
advertising 
campaign in 1986, 
the same year 
that Liza Minnelli 
declared that she’d 

never slept better 
than in a Savoy bed 
and the hotel offered 
to make her one. 
The ticking on the 
mattress is still used 
on Savoir beds today

A SALE OF NOTE 

BROWN 

BEAUTIES

Christie’s English 

Collector sale on 21st 

May makes a virtue of 

the under-appreciated 

craftsmanship of 

brown furniture

A close look at this Anglo-Indian rosewood 
dressing box from the mid-18th century 
reveals exquisite exotic flowers and foliage 
in ivory inlay. Est £10,000-£15,000. 

This George III mahogany armchair displays 
elegant scrolled arm supports and cabriole 
legs. Upholstered in pink velvet, it makes a 
sumptuous seat. Est £3,000-£5,000.

This burr elm, brown oak, yew and ebony 
table is in the manner of George Bullock, 
a Regency cabinet maker renowned for his 
use of native woods. Est £10,000-£15,000.

The 18th-century tapestry upholstery makes 
these Scottish George III library chairs a 
covetable lot. Est £20,000-£30,000.

* 020 7839 9060; christies.com

Savoir’s newest bed, the 
‘Highland Court’, designed 

by Philip Gorrivan (£19,065)



Book online at

kewthemusic.org
0844 871 8803 24hr hotline

Calls cost 10p per minute plus network extras

Raymond Gubbay

SOLD OUT 7 July
EXTRA SHOW 9 July 

8 July

10 July

11 July

Paloma Faith 
+ special guests

Caro Emerald
+ special guests

Jools Holland
& his Rhythm & Blues Orchestra

featuring Gilson Lavis

with special guest Marc Almond
and guest vocalists Ruby Turner,
Louise Marshall & Mabel Ray

UB40
ALI - ASTRO - MICKEY 
BACK TOGETHER AT LAST!

12 July

The Specials
+ special guests

‘Summer’s hottest
picnic concerts’

Metro

Supporting sponsors

Summer concerts in Kew Gardens

in partnership with

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Raymond Gubbay and Kilimanjaro Live Limited present 

July 2015

ROYAL ALBERT HALL BOX OFFICE 020 7838 3109
royalalberthall .com

TWO GREAT MASTERPIECES BY CANDLELIGHT

VIVALDI THE FOUR SEASONS
MOZART REQUIEM

plus a selection from Handel’s Water Music Suites staged in an evocative candlelit-style setting

Saturday 6 June at 7.30pm

Keri Fuge soprano   Kathryn Rudge mezzo-soprano
Andrew Dickinson tenor   Andrew McTaggart bass-baritone

Crispian Steele-Perkins trumpet
David Juritz violin

Michael Bawtree conductor

London Philharmonic Choir
MOZART FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA

in full 18th Century costume

ENGLAND’S FINEST COMPOSER IN ENGLAND’S FINEST CONCERT HALL

POMP & CIRCUMSTANCE MARCH NO. 1 (LAND OF HOPE AND GLORY)
CELLO CONCERTO IN E MINOR COCKAIGNE OVERTURE

POMP & CIRCUMSTANCE MARCH NO. 4    ENIGMA VARIATIONS

Royal Philharmonic Concert Orchestra 
Christopher Warren-Green conductor

Guy Johnston cello 
"Guy was remarkable by any standard"  Sunday Telegraph

Sunday 21 June at 3.00pm

RAYMOND GUBBAY presents

Great British Sofas

www.couch.co.uk

01495 717170



A
lice Blogg is just brimming
with enthusiasm. Ask her
about life as a furniture
maker and her replies are

bookended with exclamations of ‘I love
my little hand-spokeshave’, ‘olive ash is
so divine’ and ‘handcutting dovetails?
Yum.’ Even a snowdrop spotted on
a recent walk is a source of wonder:
‘I’d never looked at a snowdrop so close
before and – bing! – I suddenly realised
that I could do a lampshade that was
based on a snowdrop.’

Born and bred near Dorchester,
Alice is part of what she calls ‘a group
of woodies’ who have gravitated to
Dorset – a legacy of the college set up
at Parnham House, near Bridport, by
the renowned furniture maker John
Makepeace in the 1970s.

There’s a long history of wood-
working in Alice’s family: she is the
daughter of a carpenter, granddaughter
of a boat builder and great-granddaughter
of a wooden-shoe maker. Though she
says ‘it was never pushed’, she has photos

A training in both joinery and 3D design means that Alice Blogg

combines new and old skills to create her temptingly tactile furniture

Carving a NICHE

Dorset-based furniture 
maker Alice Blogg (inset) 
sees 1920s and 1950s 
influences in her work, 
such as this chair made 
from her favourite British 
wood, olive ash. The fourth 
generation of her family to 
work with wood, she also 
cites Thomas Heatherwick 
and kitchen-maker Johnny 
Grey as inspirations

FE ATURE A LICE H A NCOCK  PHOTOGR APHS JE NNIE HILL
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Smooth & 
beautiful
Whether it’s lampshades 
and desks or bespoke fitted  
furniture, Alice says,  
‘I want to make things that 
work and are used, but 
are beautiful too. Things 
bought from a shop just 
don’t have the same feel.’

Maple and 
walnut chest 
from commission 
for restaurant

Desk made from 
oak and olive 
ash, £3,900 

Towel rail inspired by 
ancient Dorset field 
systems, £2,100

Chair made from 
one piece of New 
Forest oak, £895

of herself aged five sitting with her two 
brothers, whittling sticks with knives.

Though Alice went away to 
Manchester to study 3D design, then 
lived in London shortly afterwards, she 
found that the West Country called her 
back. ‘I wanted to rebel against my roots 
but then I realised that, really, I come 
from the best place,’ she says. 

On moving back home to Dorset 
(and under duress from her mother to 
get a job), her first call was to the local 
joiners, who she persuaded to let her 
work for free for a week. The week 
turned into a year-and-a-half in which 
she worked for the joiners during the day 
while teaching herself to make furniture 
at night. In September 2013, she bought  
a workshop, and she’s been creating her 
own pieces since then. 

What sets Alice’s work apart is a 
feminine elegance and tactility – ‘I can’t 

resist an asymmetrical curve,’ she says 
– and her obsession with following the 
whole process through from standing 
tree to finished piece.

Her biggest commission to date 
(aside from a constant run of wooden 
boards and candlesticks for a popular 
chain of West Country pizza restaurants 
called The Stable) has been fitting a 
kitchen. It started off as being just the 
cupboards but, before long, Alice ended 
up doing everything from the French 
doors to the lighting. ‘I basically interior-
designed the whole place,’ she laughs.

Though she declares herself ‘a right 
hippy’, she has an underplayed streak of 
ambition. I ask if an entire Blogg house 
could be on the cards. ‘I would love to 
do a house,’ replies Alice. ‘That would 
be a dream. One day…’ Q
 
* 01308 485517; aliceblogg.co.ukSi
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Gordon Watson

F
ive years ago I was asked if I would participate in
a new Channel 4 show to be called Four Rooms.
After 30 years of dealing I needed a new buzz
and here was a programme where members of
the public would offer treasures and we, the
four dealers, would have to wrest them from

their grasp. If truth be told, I would have paid to take
part. I loved the banter, the fight and my endorphins were
rushing when I bought from under the noses of the other
dealers. After the first series, I had effortlessly become a
seasoned TV luvvie. After the second, I ventured to suggest
a programme idea of my own: that I formed the Gordon
Watson academy of antiques dealers.

To adolescents and grannies, obsessives and academics,
I would show all aspects of the trade. I would
reveal how to buy a bargain in a country
salesroom and negotiate a deal on Bond Street,
how to spot a fake, a restored item and a conman.

John, my American agent, ran the idea past
various LA grandees and I heard that Whoopi
– yes Whoopi – Goldberg was interested and
wanted to meet. Suffice to say I was flying.
Literally. A week later I checked into my favourite
hotel in New York, The Carlyle. I was collected
by a sleek black limo and sped to the meeting.

Whoopi lived in the first gated community
in America, Tuxedo Park. It was here the term
for a dinner jacket – which was de rigueur attire
for smart diners in the enclave – was first coined
in the 1920s. Tuxedo was an Arcadian idyll
with trees of all sizes, shrubs, squirrels and
deer. Beautiful houses of all types – classical,
modernist, half-timbered and ranch-style – were
dotted among the rolling green landscape.
As we glided to the Goldberg homestead,
I felt anxious and rather nauseous. With
American flags fluttering, an imposing
Federal-style front door opened and
Whoopi warmly greeted us.

John had said we would be in and out quickly,
that the meeting was a mere formality. I nodded demurely
but secretly prayed that, as I had been far too nervous to
partake of the hotel breakfast, food would be forthcoming.
Whoopi didn’t disappoint. Delicious hors d’oeuvre were
served on silver Tiffany salvers and perfectly chilled vintage
champagne was poured into iridescent Tiffany favrile glass
flutes. My taste buds were aflame and my eyeballs were
popping. Whoopi is not only an acclaimed actress and
an American icon but also an obsessive collector –
a true connoisseur with an eclectic and refined eye.

French art deco furniture jostled with fine art nouveau
vases. Tiffany table lamps gave a golden glow over
polished surfaces groaning with treasures gleamed
from worldwide travels and auctions.

I would mention – trying to show off – a sale andff
Whoopi would find the catalogue and proceed to pull
out goodies purchased at the actual event. Her knowledge
and memory were incredible.

We proceeded to the dining table, a masterpiece of
carved art nouveau design by Majorelle. The embroidered
tablecloth and napkins were of the finest period linen. The
heavy silver cutlery brought out the worst in me: I longed to
slip a tablespoon into my pocket. I could wax lyrical about
the candlesticks that I had tried to buy in a past auction,

the rare geometric wool carpets, the sublime
paintings in golden frames.

After a perfect risotto, delicious fish
and moreish cake, Whoopi asked if I would
like a tour. I leapt up and followed her like
a drooling puppy. John’s quick formality of a
visit turned into a four-hour love-in. I adored
Whoopi and felt it was mutual. It was a TV
marriage made in heaven.

As I rushed back to JFK airport for my return
flight, the phones did not stop ringing. Her agent
called my agent. Her personal assistant called 
the LA production company to say the meeting
was an incredible success. Lawyers called to set
up contracts. I was moving to New Orleans.
A house was to be rented that would serve as
the headquarters for the academy.

That summer barely a blueberry passed
my lips. I was desperate to look my best for my

adoring new American public. Hundred-
page contracts were pored over, health

questionnaires answered. Then, the
first week of September brought
devastating news. Whoopi had decided
not to proceed. A clash of commitments

was given as the reason. The love affair was
over. The Golden Globes, the Oscars, the White House
would have to wait… Q

From a career at Sotheby’s to dealing from his renowned gallery to clients such

as Mick Jagger, our new columnist’s stories sparkle with knowledge and wit

GORDON’S PICK OF THE MONTH

Inspired by his visit to Whoopi’s home, Gordon chooses

this ‘Dogwood’ table lamp, c1910, from Tiffany Studios

New York. It sold recently at Christie’s for £62,500.

MAKING WHOOPI
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Whoopi is

not only an

acclaimed

actress and

an American

icon but also

an obsessive 

collector



TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT OR TO 

REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL 0800 916 6544

OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

CALL US FROM 8.30AM-9PM WEEKDAYS 9AM-5PM WEEKENDS

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. OUTSTANDING CHOICE. UNRIVALLED SERVICE.

MAKE IT
HILLARYS.

MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS, 

CURTAINS & SHUTTERS

NEW SEASON’S 

COLLECTIONS

OUT NOW



Chinese lacquered

six-fold screen,

1870-1900, £4,900,

Lorfords Antiques.

01666 505111;

lorfordsantiques.com

‘Thai Drum’

side table, £1,100,

Sweetpea & Willow.

0845 257 2627;

sweetpeaand

willow.com

GLOBAL

Gather new and antique finds from around the world to create an eclectic look

Bamboo pendant light,

£158, Design Vintage.

01273 558675;

designvintage.co.uk

‘Oxon’ mirror,

£125, The

Chandelier &

Mirror Company.

01892 541355;

chandeliersand

mirrors.co.uk

‘Brass Dot’ lamp base (shade

sold separately), £95, Lombok.

020 7736 5171; lombok.co.uk
‘Stripe Fringe’

cushion cover,

£39, West

Elm. 0800

404 9780;

westelm.co.uk

Metal and glass jar, £19.99,

Zara Home. 0800 026 0091;

zarahome.com

Four-poster elm bedstead, £2,490,

Orchid Furniture. 01264 811111;

orchidfurniture.co.uk

Antique brass chapati

boxes, £34.95 each,

Nkuku. 01803 866847;

nkuku.com

Vintage Moroccan rug (340

x 150cm), £2,260, Emily’s

House. 07921 059940;

emilyshouselondon.com

Antique Mongolian painted

trunk, £1,595, Shimu. 0800

088 6800; shimu.co.uk

‘Peacock’ chair, £795, Graham & Green.

020 8987 3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

OLD

OLD

OLD

OLD

INFLUENCE
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making the world a more beautiful place

The Padstow collection by Brintons Carpets

by design

beauty
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See the full collection at www.brintons.co.uk and order your free samples now. 



AQUA
MARINE
Dive into this refreshing colour trend for spring,

inspired by shimmering tropical waters

Green marble wall clock, £210, 

Heal’s. 0870 024 0780; heals.co.uk

‘Iris’ lamp base,

£160; ‘Zig Zag’

silk shade, £60,

both Pooky.

020 7351 3003;

pooky.com

‘Eberson’ rug

in aqua (160 x

260cm), £1,145,

Designers Guild

at Occa-Home.

0844 879 4258;

occa-home.co.uk

‘Luella’ throw, £60, Laura  

Ashley. 0871 983 5999; 

laurashley.com

‘Geronimo’

tableware, from

£15, Unique & Unity.

0845 605 9699;

uniqueandunity.co.uk

‘Aegean’ napkin ring, £18,

Jonathan Adler. 020 7589 9563;

uk.jonathanadler.com

19th-century cabinet, £2,395,

Orchid Furniture. 01264 811111;

orchidfurniture.co.uk

‘Pavilion’ sofa in

‘Pastiche Petrol’, £2,890,

Delcor. 01912 371303;

delcor.co.uk

‘Coral’ cushion, £29, Atkin

and Thyme. 0844 409 9834;

atkinandthyme.co.uk

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

Pair of German silver decanters 

by Friedländer, c1890, £2,800, 

Jack Podlewski at Grays. 07968 

063621; graysantiques.com

Pair of cloisonné

plates, c1890,

£390, Spencer

Swaffer. 01903

882132; spencer

swaffer.com

OLD

OLD

OLD

OLD

High-fired tin glaze 

studio pot, £480, 

Lorfords Antiques. 

01666 505111; 

lorfords 

antiques.com
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Be inspired this spring
with Thomas Sanderson 
handcrafted window shutters

Made to last with a 5 year guarantee

Let Thomas Sanderson transform your home today. 
To book a FREE design consultation or request
a FREE brochure call 0800 051 7711

To celebrate the arrival of spring
this year we’re offering a very
special 3 for 2 plus £50 off* offer!
As a whole new season rapidly approaches it is time to say goodbye

to last year’s look and make way for a brand new one. Add a breath of

fresh air into your home this spring with a whole range of fabulous,

trend-setting ideas from Thomas Sanderson. Guaranteed to transform

your windows into the focal point of any room, our British made,

beautifully designed, handcrafted shutters will add a sense of real style 

as well as privacy and total shade control.

Thomas Sanderson shutters are handmade for your home in the UK

by our skilled craftsmen. No two windows are ever the same, so

our shutters are always made-to-measure and never ‘cut down to size’ 

or ‘off the peg’. This ensures a perfect and bespoke fi t every time.

Plus, as part of our service, receive a free internal window valet with 

every purchase. The valet includes a full clean and a specialist 

treatment to prevent dirt sticking to the surface area and is available 

for every window you buy shutters or blinds for.

Thomas Sanderson provide a free, fully inclusive design and 

planning service. We have an established design team of over 120 

designers, located all across the country, so we are sure to have a 

designer that’s local to you. Plus we are happy to visit you at 

evenings and weekends – helping to provide a fi rst-class service.

Your FREE, no obligation consultation will give you the perfect 

opportunity to make an informed decision on what solution is really 

best for you. See fi rst hand the hundreds of fi nishes and models we 

have available in our collection and benefi t directly from the 

expertise of one of our experienced designers.

Complete your details below for your FREE design consultation
or FREE brochure and to claim this 3 for 2 plus £50 off* offer

Send to: Thomas Sanderson, FREEPOST, Hants PO7 7UW

Name

Tel No 

Mobile

Email 

Address

Post Code

Quote: R7347

Please contact me to book a FREE design consultation 
Please send me a FREE brochure

3  2for
plus

£50 OFF
Window shutters

*

www.ts-sale.co.uk

Reader Offer courtesy of Thomas Sanderson

To book a FREE design consultation or
request a FREE brochure and to claim this
3 for the price of 2 offer, plus £50 off* offer

Call 0800 051 7711 

and quote R7347
*Limited period only. Terms and conditions apply. 



From contemporary geometrics to hand-painted

antiques, we’ve found a tray to suit every taste

Whether you’re serving eggs benedict in bed or G&Ts on the patio,
a beautiful tray is an essential piece of kit for the discerning host.
Toleware trays were all the rage in the 18th and 19th centuries,

when all manner of tin items were painted with flowers and birds
to imitate exotic Japanese lacquering. By the 1920s, simpler styles

came to the fore as the sleek lines of art deco and the shine of
silver took hold. The joy of choosing a tray is in the sheer variety.

Whether you favour a minimalist marble slab or a colourful
design, there’s something for you. It’s a portable statement

about your taste – and handy for carrying things, too.

Early 19th-century papier-

mâché tray (79 x 55cm),

£1,365, James Graham-

Stewart Antiques.

020 3490 0406; 1stdibs.com

19th-century Pontypool 

tole tray (81 x 60cm), 

£375, Miles Griffiths 

Antiques. 01200 443658; 

milesgriffithsantiques.co.uk

French tole tray, c1900

(45cm wide), £195,

AD & PS Antiques.

adpsantiques.com

£90, Gemma Wightman Ceramics at

Made By Hand Online. 07866 894201;

madebyhandonline.com

‘Fokus’ tray by Marimekko

(46cm wide), £62, Occa Home.

0844 879 4258; occa-home.co.uk

‘Parakeet’ tray (39 x

29cm), £19.50, India

Jane. 020 8799 7166;

indiajane.co.uk

‘Stockholm’ tray (38cm

wide), £39, Jasmine

Way. 020 8715 2520; 

jasmineway.co.uk

Multicoloured woven

tray (40cm wide),

£25, Heal’s.

0870 024 0780;

heals.co.uk

Nesting turquoise-

painted trays (largest

37 x 32cm), £48.95

for two, Myakka.

0345 460 3122;

myakka.co.uk

1920s silver-plate cocktail tray

(61 x 40cm), £290, Lorfords Antiques.

01666 505111; lorfordsantiques.com

Oak and silver-plate gallery tray,

c1900 (51 x 38cm), £462, David

Griffith Antiques. 020 7226 1126; 

davidgriffithantiques.com

White marble tray (40cm wide), £57,

Amara. 0800 587 7645; amara.com

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

OLD

OLD

OLD

OLD

OLD
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www.darlighting.co.uk
sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01295 672200   

Lighting the way it should be...

där
®

Call 01495 243999 or visit www.kirkdale.co.uk

Grosvenor 3 seater sofa

WAS £849 - NOW £659



H&A M AY 2015 37

COMPETITION

Terms and conditions 1 Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding employees of promoter or employees (and their immediate families)

of the prize suppliers or any other companies associated with the competition. 3 By entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. 4 Only one entry per person allowed. Bulk entries made by

third parties will not be permitted. 5 No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 6 The prize is as stated. No cash alternative or alternative prize will be offered if unsuitable. 7

Prize is non-refundable, non-transferable and not for resale. Prize subject to the supplier’s terms and conditions. 9 Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 29th April 2015. 10 Winners will be chosen at random

from all correct entries. 11 The main prize is a one-hour home colour consultation, five rolls of wallpaper in one design plus 20 litres of paint. 12 The three runners-up will receive five rolls of wallpaper in one

design plus 20 litres of paint. 13 The winners will be notified within 21 days of the closing date by phone or email. 14 Winners must claim their prize within three days of notification. In the event that a winner

does not claim their prize within three days, another winner will be drawn at random. 15 The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 16 For details of the winner, send an SAE to: FAO Marketing

Assistant, Homes & Antiques, Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol, BS1 3BN within two months of the closing date. 17 Terms and conditions governed by English Law.

18 Delivery of prize will be within a month of the winner being notified. 19 For full terms and conditions visit homesandantiques.com/competitionterms. Immediate Media Company Limited (publisher of Homes 

& Antiques) may use your details to send you offers and promotions in accordance with our privacy policy. For details of how to unsubscribe, please see this policy at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy.

One lucky H&A reader will win five rolls of 

wallpaper, 20 litres of paint and a home

colour consultation. Three runners-up will also

win five rolls of wallpaper and 20 litres of paint

T
o celebrate the launch

of its new wallpaper

collection, Farrow & Ball

is giving H&A readers the chance

to win a selection of paint and

wallpaper. One lucky reader

will win five rolls of beautiful

wallpaper, 20 litres of paint

and a home colour consultation

with a Farrow & Ball colour

consultant. Three runners-up will

also win five rolls of wallpaper 

and 20 litres of paint.

Inspired by 19th and

20th-century French fabric

designs, each original pattern  

translates beautifully into

artisanal wallpapers. ‘Feuille’

is a large-scale pattern that

flows organically across the  

paper creating an almost

forest-like impression. ‘Paisley’

is a contemporary version of

the timeless paisley design

so often seen in the world of

fashion and interiors, its larger-

scale design giving it a more

masculine feel.

‘Tourbillon’ is the boldest of

the new designs – segmented

circles blend to give a graphic

look, and you can create impact

in a bedroom with the ‘Off-Black’

and ‘Setting Plaster’ combination.

Visit farrow-ball.com for more 

information and to see each

design in a room setting.

WIN FARROW
& BALL PAINT
AND WALLPAPER

HOW TO ENTER
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION What does the French  

word ‘Feuille’ mean? A Beach B Leaf C Cloud

ENTER ONLINE at homesandantiques.com

ENTER BY POST Send your answer, name, address and phone 

number to: Homes & Antiques, Issue 268, Farrow

& Ball Competition, PO Box 501, Leicester, LE94 0AA

WIN
Farrow & Ball

prizes worth over

£3,000

FROM TOP Bedroom 

papered in ‘Tourbillon’ 

BP 4807; ‘Paisley’ 

BP 4707 wallpaper 

with mantelpiece 

woodwork painted in 

Estate Eggshell in No 

214, ‘Arsenic’



Available from

Save when you subscribe

TO THE DIGITAL EDITION



Enjoy our premium app experience

now available from

The new look Homes & Antiques is the monthly interiors must-have for 
people who love great design and beautiful objects from every era. Now 
packed with more pages of inspiring homes, new ways to display your 
finds, the fascinating stories behind antiques and the month’s best fairs 

and auctions, all wrapped up in a fresh design, you won’t want to miss it.



Browse thousands of luxury wallpapers at

www.wallpapersofdistinction.co.uk

or call us for advice on 0800 327 7592

“A hidden gem of the decorative arts”
Nottinghamshire Today

from
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Discover this month’s inspiring, eclectic and antiques-filled homes, take our tour of the Bloomsbury 

interiors of Charleston House, and join us for a fascinating, in-depth look at English transferware 

LIFESTYLE
H&A

WE LOVE the winning 
combination of bold yet  
fresh paint choices, quirky 
fabrics and intriguing 
antiques in Susanna and 
Daniele Verdi’s London 
home. The globe-trotting 
couple have created a unique 
and characterful interior 
by cleverly displaying items 
together bought in far-flung 
destinations – from Venice 
and Paris to Mexico – as  
well as a good smattering  
of Susanna’s own artwork.
�TURN TO PAGE 54 

A study in blue and white
Page 42 We take a look at  
the history of transferware and 
show how to display it today  

Bohemian rhapsody
Page 90 As Charleston House 
reopens, we visit the former 
home of the Bloomsbury set  

Page 64 Against the odds &ODVVLF�DUFKLWHFWXUH�LV�WHDPHG�ZLWK�VWDWHPHQW�SLHFHV�LQ�2OZHQ�(YDQVōV�6SLWDOƓHOGV�KRPH

Page 74 The thrill of the chase Inside the creative home of 20th-century furniture dealer Ben Joyner

Page 82 Making an impact Sue Timney’s collection of Arts and Crafts, art deco and Fornasetti is displayed in statement style  

HOME OF THE MONTH



BLUE
WHITE

A study in

&

For many years, British transferware was considered a poor relation 

to hand-painted Chinese porcelain, but today it is very much back  

in fashion. For a full list of stockists, turn to pages 50 and 52 



Transfer-printed ceramics  

brought the look of expensive 

Chinese porcelain to the dining 

tables of Britain. Two centuries 

later, they are taking pride of 

place there once again. Caroline 

Wheater traces the history and 

enduring appeal of this popular 

style of earthenware

ext year is the 200th anniversary of 
perhaps our best-loved china pattern 
– ‘Blue Italian’ by Spode, a range of 
blue-and-white earthenware that has 
graced dressers across Britain and 
America since 1816. The original 
transfer-print design was a blend of 

imagery: a romantic pastoral landscape 
based on a 1638 painting by the French 
artist Claude Lorrain, bordered by 
flowers and leaves copied from a Chinese 
porcelain plate of 1735. ‘It’s a lovely 
Italian scene with oriental touches that’s 
proved as timeless as “Willow”,’ says 
specialist dealer Sue Norman, who hunts 
out early pieces for collectors. 

The famous ‘Willow’, too, was  
an early Spode pattern, dating to  
around 1790 and copied by many other 
potteries in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Churchill China of Stoke-on-Trent  
still produces its 1818 version, ‘Blue 
Willow’, today. The main features of  
any ‘Willow’ pattern are a willow tree,  
a bridge with people crossing it, and a 
traditional Chinese teahouse. ‘The first 
transferwares of the late 18th and early 
19th centuries were all based on blue-
and-white Chinese porcelain designs 
and oriental scenes,’ explains Antiques 

Roadshow expert Henry Sandon. ‘It  
was the overriding fashion of the time.’

The affordable alternative

So far, nearly 11,000 transfer-printed 
patterns have been recorded, spanning 
the late 18th to the early 20th centuries. 
Many of them were marked but a lot 
were not, which is why it pays to buy 
from a dealer with specialist knowledge. 
There were dinner, dessert and tea 
services, meat plates, muffin dishes,  
soup and sauce tureens, ladles, sauce 
boats and biscuit barrels. Transferware 
was the affordable alternative to 
expensive, hand-decorated porcelain,  
and a mainstay of the Staffordshire 
potteries that produced 90 per cent of it. 

‘Transfer printing on ceramics was 
a peculiarly British invention, which 
the Chinese never adopted,’ says Henry. 
‘It signalled the potteries’ move into 
mass production. The upper classes still 
wanted hand-painted dinner and dessert 
services, and paid for the luxury, but the 
introduction of transferware meant that 
middle-class families could afford to buy 
tableware with complex designs.’

Transferware’s story runs in tandem 
with the Industrial Revolution and begins  
around 1757-58, when the Worcester 
factory was one of the first potteries 
to use transfer-printed patterns on 
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THIS PAGE Why not give 

a much-loved collection a 

new prominence? Display 

treasured pieces on plinth-

style shelves and create  

a striking effect  

FACING PAGE A collection 

of antique transferware feels 

fresh against a backdrop of 

contemporary wallpaper. A 

chinoiserie print such as this 

‘Bamboo’ by Designers Guild 

echoes the Chinese scenes 

depicted in the porcelain



porcelain. In the style of imported 
Chinese porcelain, cobalt-blue patterns 
were applied to biscuit-fired pottery 
before the glazing stage – at that time, 
cobalt blue was the only mineral hue  
that could withstand the 1,000°C- 
plus temperatures of the glost kiln.  
By 1775, transfer printing was the 
principle method of decorating in  
cobalt blue at Worcester, as it was at  
the Caughley factory (pronounced 
‘Calfley’) in Shropshire, and the potteries 
of Liverpool, Leeds and Lowestoft.

Investing in copper

The next turning point is 1785, the 
year that Josiah Spode I produced the 
first underglaze blue-and-white-printed 
earthenware at his factory in Stoke-on-
Trent. The process hinged on perfecting 
an engraved copper plate from which to 
print. ‘The engravers were highly skilled,’ 
explains Henry. ‘For one table service, 
you might need 10 different coppers of 
various sizes to apply to plates, dishes, 
bowls, cups and saucers, and so on.’ It 
took four to six weeks to make a copper 
plate, but it was a worthwhile investment. 
The plates were used to print patterns 
onto tissue-thin paper, which were then 

applied to biscuit-fired ceramics at a 
fraction of the cost and time required of 
hand-painted wares (see ‘Printing Patterns’ 
on p46 for more on how it was done). 

‘Spode became a leader in the field,’ 
says Sue Norman. ‘The wares were made 
of high-quality clay and produced in an 
intense shade of blue. Like Wedgwood, 
they had a London showroom, which 
helped hugely with sales – although this 
is not to say that transferwares of equally 
good quality were not made by smaller 
factories, as they were.’ Sue regards  
the period from 1800 to the mid 1830s  
as the heyday of English transferware.  
‘It was when the most interesting patterns 
were produced. Around this time, the 
potteries used finer earthenware clay, 
known as pearlware, and a bluish glaze 
over the transfer print. You can tell if a 
piece is early by looking for small pools 
of bluish-tinged glaze on the base.’ 

The early 19th-century patterns
spanned oriental and botanical images,
buildings and topographical views
of Britain, Europe and the colonies,
and were usually based on paintings.
A connoisseur might hunt for the
‘Grazing Rabbits’ (c1820) and
‘Beemaster’ (c1825) patterns, or Spode’s
‘Indian Sporting’ series (c1810), depicting
leopard, bear and buffalo hunts, and
‘Caramanian’ series (c1815), which
featured views of the Ottoman Empire.
Prices for such pieces start in the low
hundreds, with large meat plates rising
to almost £1,000. More plentiful and
affordable, with prices from around
£150, are Spode’s ‘Gothic Castle’
(c1815) and ‘Botanical’ series (c1828),
Ridgway’s ‘Dresden’ (c1830) and
Davenport’s ‘Chinoiserie Ruins’ (c1815).

Forced to evolve

Oriental and scenic themes continued to
be popular but evolved, as dealer Andrew
Pye of Lovers of Blue & White explains:
‘The copyright act of 1842 put a stop
to direct copying and brought about
the patterns we call “romantic scenes”,
comprising contrived groupings of
castles, grand houses, lakes and

Cobalt blue was the 

only mineral hue that 

could withstand the 

temperatures of the kiln
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trees.’ As the 19th century turned into
the 20th century, dense floral patterns
became popular, such as Burleigh’s ‘Blue
Arden’, Ridgway’s ‘Chintz’ and series
such as Adams’ ‘Cattle Scenes’, c1920s.

British buyers preferred blue-and-
white china, which is why most antique
transferware is in this palette, but from
the late 18th century brown and black
were also available, followed by the first
of the ‘fancy colours’, green, in the 1820s,
and, by the 1830s, pink, red, purple and
grey, which became popular in America
(see ‘American Love Affair’, p49).

Like all good things, traditionally
made transferware eventually petered
out. ‘Up until the first world war, the
quality remained very good,’ says
Andrew Pye, ‘but in the inter-war
years, it was more variable. After the
second world war, costs became an
issue, and quality and detail decreased.’
Photographic lithography arrived,
too, sealing the fate of the fiddly tissue-
paper transfer print. Henry Sandon
sums up the difference: ‘The early
transferwares were more subtle in look,
tone and shade, while photo lithography
thumps you in the face!’ It’s time to
treasure these antique wares afresh. Q

❈ After a copper plate had been 
engraved with a pattern, it was ready 
to print from. A pigment, such as 
cobalt for blue-and-white wares, was 
blended with boiled linseed oil and 
applied to the plate. On top of this 
was laid a thin sheet of soapy, damp 
tissue paper (a technique developed  
by Spode), then both copper and 
paper were passed through a printing 
press to create an impression. 

❈ Next, the patterned sheets were  
cut up, placed in sections onto  
the biscuit-fired earthenwares and 
firmly rubbed down to impress the 
pattern onto the surface. Each item 
was soaked in water for an hour,  
after which the paper peeled away 
to reveal the pattern. A light firing 

known as ‘hardening-on’ followed, 
then the item was dipped in glaze  
and fired for a third and final time  
at over 1,000°C. 

❈ The Grade II-listed Middleport 
Pottery in Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent,  
is the home of Burleigh ceramics  
and the only British factory 
still producing transfer-printed 
earthenwares in the traditional way. 
On factory tours, visitors can watch 
the Burleigh craftspeople creating 
tablewares using the old methods. It’s 
a must for any lover of transferware. 
 
* Middleport Pottery Visitor Centre, 

Burslem, open Tues to Sun, 10am-5pm. 

Guided tours run Tues to Fri (booking 

essential). 01782 499766; burleigh.co.uk

British buyers preferred blue and white, which is 

why most antique transferware is in this palette

THE PRINTING PROCESS
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FACING PAGE Don’t be afraid to build a collection of 

mismatched patterns of antique transferware. Whether 

it’s for use (far left) or display (left), mixing designs, eras 

or even different colours of transferware adds interest. 

THIS PAGE Update the classic idea of displaying plates 

on a wall with a playful arrangement of your favourite 

pieces. It could spark a whole new decorating scheme



THIS PAGE Blue is the 

colour! At least for this 

season. Deep-indigo walls 

and simple, Scandinavian- 

style furniture provide 

the perfect setting for a 

blue-and-white collection. 

FACING PAGE Rough 

textures complement 

smooth, glossy porcelain. 

A deep-indigo wallpaper 

with a denim feel and 

pleasingly crumpled thick 

linen are our favourites 



❈ Just as the British took to
transferware, so did the Americans.
‘America became a huge market for
the potteries,’ says dealer Andrew
Pye of Lovers of Blue & White. ‘By
the mid 19th century, 300,000 pieces
of transferware could be stowed on
a ship sailing across the Atlantic.’

❈ Wares sporting the ‘Willow’ pattern
went down a storm, as did the huge
range of patterns devised specifically
to appeal to American taste. Around
1820, Ridgway created ‘Beauties of
America’ – or ‘Old Blue’, as it’s known
today – a series depicting important
American buildings including the
White House, New York’s City Hall
and Mount Vernon in Virginia.
Adams & Sons was also very active

in the American market and, in 1830,
produced the ‘Columbus’ series of
14 designs based on the explorer’s
adventures. Other patterns ranged
from depictions of war heroes to
early settlers, native Americans and
picket-fenced, timber-framed homes.

❈ Unlike the British, the Americans
adored the ‘fancy colours’ that were
developed in the early 19th century
– black, brown, green, pink, red,
purple, lilac and even yellow –
which is why there’s so much of it
around to collect today. The blue-and-
white palette was popular, too –
particularly dark, heavy blues and
what’s known as ‘flow blue’, a style of
pattern with blurry edges created by
adding lime to the kiln when firing.

AN AMERICAN LOVE AFFAIR

Unlike the British, the Americans adored the ‘ fancy colours’ developed in the 

early 19th century – black, brown, green, pink, red, purple and even yellow
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Designs like these were created to 

appeal to the American market



1
FROM LEFT Spode drainer, c1820, £50, Aurea

Carter. Green cup, c1850, £65 (inc saucer), Lovers of

Blue & White. Vintage glass candlestick, £35, Sunbury

Antiques Market. Vintage buttons, £10, Pimpernel &

Partners. ‘Willow’ jug, £15, Sunbury Antiques Market.

Vase, c1800, £45, Aurea Carter.

‘View of Greenwich’ tankard with cover, c1815,

£550, Sue Norman. Antique French books, £5 each,

Pimpernel & Partners. Wall in ‘Shang Extra-Fine Sisal’

wallpaper in ‘Wedgwood Blue’, £160 per roll, Thibaut

2
ON WALLS, FROM LEFT Georgian teapot, £295,

Applecross Antiques. ‘Green Dragon’ mason’s jug,

c1890, £125, Sunbury Antiques Market. Wedgwood

‘Water Nymph’ plate, c1860, £95, Lovers of Blue & White.

Victorian ‘Loch Creran with Barcaldine Castle’ jug, £165,

Applecross Antiques. Spode soup plate (bottom shelf),

c1820, £45, Lovers of Blue & White. Plate, £45, Sunbury

Antiques Market. Tall pink rural-views jug, c1830, £245,

Sue Norman. FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS,

FROM LEFT Vintage French chair, c1940s, covered

in taupe linen, £775, Pimpernel & Partners. Vintage

cushion, £150, Guinevere. Vintage coffee table, £25,

Sunbury Antiques Market. White laminated tray, c1950s,

£22, Pimpernel & Partners. Cup & saucer, c1820, £48,

Lovers of Blue & White. Soendergaard small denim

bowl, £16, David Mellor. ‘Avignon’ sideboard, £690,

India Jane. Renaissance lamp in royal blue, £891; silk

shade in royal blue, £252, both Best & Lloyd. Zigzag

throw in grey, £295, Jonathan Adler. Louis Philippe-

style mirror, £135, Pimpernel & Partners. Vintage

glass bottles, £3 each, Sunbury Antiques Market. 

Vintage trophy, £38, RE. Wall painted in ‘Manor House 

Gray’ emulsion, £38 per 2.5l, Farrow & Ball

3
FROM LEFT ‘Victoria Review’ ewer, c1837, £350, 

Blue Transferware. Blue armorial ewer, c1870, £85; 

blue-and-white jug, c1880, £90; Ford ‘Richmond’ slop 

bucket, c1895, £165; bowl with foot, c1840, £80,  

all Lovers of Blue & White. Druid creamware jug, £540, 

Hemswell Antiques. Blue vase, c1800, £45, Aurea 

Carter. Riley white jug, c1825, £125, Lovers of Blue & 

White. Georgian Baggerley & Ball chinoiserie jug, £225, 

Applecross Antiques. Blue jug, £35, Sunbury Antiques 

Market. Jug, £45, Aurea Carter. FURNISHINGS, 

FROM LEFT Vintage chair, £450, The French House. 

‘Sussex’ console table, £850, Nicholas Haslam. Vintage 

frame, £10, Sunbury Antiques Market. Wall in ‘Bamboo’ 

wallpaper in ‘Cobalt’, £79 per roll, Designers Guild

4
CLOCKWISE FROM PLATTER ‘The Pope’s 

House, Twickenham’ platter, c1820, £450, Blue 

Transferware. Nestor 1950s wine glass, £2,800 for 28, 

Guinevere. Spode ‘India’ asparagus server, c1815, £140, 

Sue Norman. Pickle dish, c1810, £33; dragon plate, 

£30, both Aurea Carter. Staffordshire ‘Willow’ pickle dish, 

c1830, £50; ‘Flowers & Leaves’ pearlware pickle dish, 

c1815, £140, both Premier Antiques. Footed cheese 

plate, £75, Sunbury Antiques Market. Pearlware dish, 

c1810, £33; ‘Boy on Buffalo’ pickle dish, c1800, £50, 

both Aurea Carter. Drainer, c1840, £95, Lovers of Blue 

& White. ‘Spa’ fabric in ‘Indigo’, £70 per m, Romo 

STYLE BOOK
Find out more

EXHIBITIONS

❈ The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, 

Bethesda Street, City Centre, Stoke-on-

Trent, Staffordshire, ST1 3DW.  

01782 232323; stokemuseums.org.uk 

❈ The Spode Works Visitor Centre,  

Former Spode Factory, Elenora Street, 

Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire,  

ST4 1QQ. spodeworks.org.

❈ ‘Blue and White: British Printed 

Ceramics’, V&A Ceramics Gallery,  

until 3rd January 2016. V&A,  

Cromwell Road, London, SW7 2RL.  

020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk.

❈ The Wedgwood Museum, Wedgwood 

Drive, Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, 

Staffordshire, ST12 9ER. 01782 

371908; wedgwoodmuseum.org.uk.

GOOD BOOKS AND WEBSITES

❈ The Dictionary of Blue and White 

Printed Pottery 1780-1880, Volumes 

I & II by AW Coysh and RK Henrywood 

(Antique Collectors’ Club, 1892 & 1989)

❈ Printed British Pottery 

and Porcelain 1750-1900 

printedbritishpotteryandporcelain.com 

❈ Spode – Transfer Printed Ware 

1784-1833 by David Drakard and  

Paul Holdway (Antique Collectors’  

Club, 1999) 

❈ True Blue – Transfer Printed 

Earthenware edited by Gaye Blake 

Roberts (Friends of Blue, 1998)

❈ Worcester Blue & White Porcelain, 

1751-90 by Lawrence Branyan,  

Neal French and John Sandon  

(Barrie & Jenkins, 1981)

WHERE TO BUY

❈ Applecross Antiques, 07711 802159; 

applecrossantiques.com 

❈ Blue Transferware, 01858 462656; 

bluetransferware.com 

❈ Lovers of Blue & White,  

The Barnyard, Station Road,  

Steeple Morden, Royston, 

Hertfordshire, SG8 0RN.  

01763 853800; blueandwhite.com 

❈ Premier Antiques, 01207 270301; 

premierantiques.co.uk

❈ Sue Norman, Bourbon Hanby  

Antiques Arcade, 151 Sydney 

Street, Chelsea, London, 

SW3 6NT. 07747 654354; 

suenormanblueandwhitechina.co.uk

1

3 4

2
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With voucher code antiques6

Visit swooneditions.com/antiques6 or call 020 3137 2464

Save £25 on a £250 minimum spend. Does not include delivery and cannot be used alongside 
any other off ers or promotions – ends at midnight on 30.04.15.

SAVE £25

Fall in love with hand-crafted furniture

New designs released daily

£249

CONNOR
DESK 

LUNA
CONSOLE TABLE

£249

LILLE
ARMCHAIR

£299
£425 IN HIGH-END RETAILERS



5
TOP SHELF, FROM LEFT Spode ‘Greek’ oval

pierced basket stand, c1815, £220, Premier

Antiques. Georgian ‘The Landing of General La Fayette’

plate, £445, Applecross Antiques. Ultramarine pigment

bottle, £120; mineral grey pigment bottle, £85, both

Green & Stone. Wedgwood ‘Ferrara’ helmet-shaped

jug, c1890, £50; Burton ‘Vase of Flowers’ dinner plate,

c1835, £80; Spode ‘Boy on Buffalo’ custard cup,

c1800, £30; Joseph Clementson ‘Pekin Sketches’

dinner plate, c1835, £60, all Premier Antiques. Trophy,

£12, RE. China-cup greeting card, £3.50, Green &

Stone. MIDDLE SHELF, FROM LEFT Blue glass

bottle, £8.45, Green & Stone. Spode supper-dish

segment, c1820, £120; Hilditch & Son ‘Eskimo Child’

cup, c1825, £60 (inc saucer), both Premier Antiques.

Soendergaard denim coffee cup, £14.74 (inc saucer),

David Mellor. Rabbit jelly mould, £9.50, RE. Davenport

Pottery dessert plate, c1884, £40; Staffordshire

‘Willow’ salt cellar, c1840, £30, both Premier Antiques.

Spode knife rest, £18, Aurea Carter. Denim side

plate, £12, David Mellor. ‘Bucco’ glass vase in steel

blue, £59, William Yeoward. Chinese hake brushes,

£4.80 each; Daler Rowney brushes, from £5.75, all

Green & Stone. Georgian ‘Boston State House’ soup

plate, £165, Applecross Antiques. BOTTOM SHELF,

FROM LEFT Soendergaard denim jug, £14, David

Mellor. Small plate, £30; ‘Boy on a Buffalo’ bowl, £45,

both Aurea Carter. Wedgwood cheese stand, c1860,

£95, Lovers of Blue & White. French glass carafe, £6,

Pimpernel & Partners. ‘Eskimo Child’ saucer, £60

(inc cup), Premier Antiques. Old Chippendale glass jug,

£30, RE. Stone-washed silver linen napkins, £8.99

each, Linen Me. Blue-and-white-checked fabric, £30;

blue-and-white-checked fabric, £45; blue-and-white-

checked fabric (hanging out of drawer), £145, all

Guinevere. Shelves painted in ‘Parma Gray’ emulsion,

£38 per 2.5l, Farrow & Ball

6
PLATES, FROM LEFT Saucer, c1820, £48 (inc

cup); Spode ‘Duncan Scenes’ brown plate, c1879,

£75; saucer, c1850, £65 (inc cup), all Lovers of Blue

& White. Spode ‘Tiber’ plate, c1820, £60; Rockingham

black-and-white plate, c1820, £60; Spode floral plate,

£20, all Aurea Carter. Small Minton ‘Lanercost Priory’

plate (on recess wall), £165, Applecross Antiques.

Pastoral-scene plate, c1822, £70; green-and-blue

plate, c1822, £10; small plate, c1800, £45; plate,

c1830, £35, all Aurea Carter. Small dish, £20, Sunbury

Antiques Market. FURNISHINGS, FROM LEFT

‘Beaumont Console’ butcher’s block, £349, Marks

& Spencer. Carafe with blue glass, £45; blue-and-

white roll of string, £3.50, both The Conran Shop.

Soendergaard denim sugar pot, £17.50, David Mellor.

Blue glass bottle, £8.45, Green & Stone. ‘Monk’s Rock’

jug, c1815, £260, Sue Norman. Large vintage bell

jar, £55, Home Barn. Vintage American Ball Mason

jar, £26, Home Barn. White enamel 1970s cafetiere,

£17; blue enamel funnel, £16, both Pimpernel &

Partners. Georgian ‘Village Church’ tureen with cover,

£675, Applecross Antiques. Stone-washed optical

white tablecloth, £54.99; stone-washed optical white

napkins, £8.99 each, all Linen Me. Vintage blue checked

fabric, £85, Guinevere. ‘Rumba’ curtain in ‘Persian

Blue’, £39.50 per m, Romo. Sofa, find similar

at The French House. Cushion, find similar at Guinevere

7
French overmantel mirror, £295, Home Barn. ‘Shang

Extra-Fine Sisal’ wallpaper; vintage buttons; vase;

‘View of Greenwich’ tankard with cover; antique French

books, all as before. Dining table, £250, Sunbury

Antiques Market. Stone-washed silver linen tablecloth,

£54.99; stone-washed silver linen napkins, £8.99

each, all Linen Me. Large bell jar, £55, Home Barn.

French wine glasses, £6 each; cutlery, £36 for six, all

RE. Spode ‘Honeysuckle Brown’ comport, c1855, £65,

Lovers of Blue & White. Blue placemat, £35, William 

Yeoward. Plate (on left), £45, Aurea Carter. Plate (on 

right), £20, Sunbury Antiques Market. Thonet ‘Cafe 

Bistro’ pale blue chair, £95; dark blue hand-painted 

vintage chair, £95, both Home Barn. ‘Harvest’ rug in 

‘Gray’, £1,350, Stepevi. ‘Banning’ dresser, £1,390,  

India Jane. TOP SHELF ‘Returning Woodman’ platter, 

c1820, £1,200, Blue Transferware. Doulton ‘Athol’ 

coffee pot, c1895, £48, Lovers of Blue & White. 

MIDDLE SHELF, FROM LEFT Lakin ‘Classical Ruins’ 

platter, c1815, £140; small plate (centre), c1800,  

£25; small plate (right), c1800, £25, all Aurea Carter. 

‘View of London’ platter (behind), £200, Sue Norman. 

BOTTOM SHELF, FROM LEFT Serving platter,  

£45, Sunbury Antiques Market. Georgian ‘Delhi, 

Hindoostan’ serving dish, £295; Georgian ‘Harewood 

House’ soup tureen, £395, both Applecross Antiques

8
Ridgeway ‘The Blind Boy’ platter, c1825, £450, Blue 

Transferware. Bell’s of Glasgow soap dish, c1850, 

£80, Premier Antiques. Teacup card, £1.75, Archivist 

Gallery. Small pink ‘Flowers and Fruit’ jug, c1830, £155, 

Sue Norman. ‘Long Bridge’ coffee pot, c1800, £195; 

‘Progress of the Loaf’ teapot, c1820s, £25; Spode 

comport, c1840, £90; Wedgwood feeding cup, c1835, 

£265, all Lovers of Blue & White. Georgian ‘Boston 

State House’ jug, £445, Applecross Antiques. Bell’s of 

Glasgow bowl, c1871, £40; Wedgwood pedestal bowl, 

c1890, £30, both Premier Antiques. Cutlery, £36 for  

six, RE. Stone-washed silver linen tablecloth, £54.99, 

Linen Me. ‘Shang Extra-Fine Sisal’ wallpaper, as before

9
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT Ralph Hall 

‘Conway Castle’ platter, £470, Sue Norman. ‘Frigate 

No I’ plate, £250; ‘Beehive & Vase’ platter, c1820, 

£350; ‘Frigate No II’ plate, c1820, £220, all Blue 

Transferware. ‘Spa’ fabric in ‘Indigo’, as before

6

5 7 8

9
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VALUATION
ROADSHOW

JOIN US ON...

Fri 24 Apr - Langley Castle, Hexham
Sat 25 Apr - Hexham Abbey, Hexham
Fri 8 May - Muncaster Castle, Ravenglass
Sat 9 May - The Beacon, Whitehaven
Fri 15 & Sat 16 May - Keswick Hotel, Keswick

Valuation days from10am-3pm. No appointment necessary
For advice on larger items & home visits contact Stephen Farthing

stephen.farthing@hhauctionrooms.co.uk | 01228 406320
hhauctionrooms.co.uk

SOLD for £1,700SOLD for £1,500

Have you ever wondered the value of some of your 
collectables, antiques, jewellery, paintings  
or other items? Why not come along and meet  
the Auctioneer at one of our FREE valuation days.



GLOBAL     
Daniele and Susanna Verdi have created a bold and 

colourful home using art, antiques and handmade  

pieces collated from their frequent trips overseas

gathering

The Verdis bought the reclaimed parquet coffee table in their  
living room in Paris, while the art nouveau mirror ball that sits  
on it is from Naples. The ceiling light and floor lamp are both  
by Saul Grant at Offkut and the sofa is from Nobilis

FEATURE  NAOMI JONES   PHOTOGRAPHS  BRENT DARBY
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Profile
T H E OW N ERS Daniele Verdi is an 
academic and historical novelist. His wife 
Susanna has spent many years working as  
an architect but is now concentrating more 
time on her art (sgdportraits.blogspot.com). 
The couple have two daughters, Ottavia (20) 
and Arianna (18), and a son, Tommaso (16).

T H E PROPERT Y The four-storey,  
five-bedroom Victorian terrace is located  
in London. It has an open-plan dining room 
and living room, which leads on to the  
kitchen and breakfast room.

W
hen you walk into a 
home full of incredible 
displays of artwork, 
magnificent sculptures 
and exquisite antiques, 
it would be easy to 

assume that it would not be the sort of place 
where you can kick off your shoes and curl 
up on the sofa or let children make a mess. 
But here in Daniele and Susanna Verdi’s  
London townhouse all that and more is  
true. ‘First and foremost, this is a family  
home,’ says father-of-three Daniele. ‘But  
we have chosen to surround our children  
and ourselves with objects that inspire us.  
Apart from their aesthetic value, most of  
the items in our house have a sentimental  
value: they remind us of travels together,  
of the people who offered them to us or  
from whom we have inherited them. The 
majority of paintings are in fact by Susanna.’

Around the world
The couple are well accustomed to being 
surrounded by beautiful things, having 
lived in both Venice and Paris thanks to 
Susanna’s profession as an architect, and 
are constantly exposing themselves to new 
ideas and creative people, from whom new 
pieces are inevitably acquired. ‘We collected 
many of our paintings while living in France, 
including those by Elie Halevy and Christine 
Crozat,’ says Susanna, ‘while we found some 
of our older pieces in Italy, including an art 
nouveau mirror ball from Naples and an  
architectural sketch by Cencio Eulisse in  
Venice.’ The Verdis have also holidayed  
and shopped extensively around the world, 
from Mexico to Morocco.

But of all the places they’ve travelled to, 
London is their favourite city by far and was 
the obvious choice for their next home. In 
2012, they found this four-storey Victorian 
house a stone’s throw from Portobello 
Road’s antiques and collectables market.
 

RIGHT Susanna painted the 
portrait in the hallway, while 
the painting of the lemons is 
by her friend, Julie Polidoro. 
The living room is painted 
in Farrow & Ball’s ‘Calke 
Green’ BELOW Daniele and 
Susanna have been brave 
with colour throughout the 
house. Here, the staircase 
and balustrade are painted in 
‘Rectory Red’ by Farrow & Ball

CONTINUED ON PAGE 60 ²



THIS PAGE, 

CLOCKWISE FROM 

TOP LEFT Daniele 
and Susanna opted for 
a bold green kitchen 
from Italian company 
Valcucine. The ‘Baby 
Baboon’ sculpture 
is by British artist 
Kendra Haste. It was 
made for Daniele’s 
40th birthday to sit 
on top of a baroque 
Solomonic column that 
his parents bought 
from an antiques dealer 
in Mantua, Italy; the 
mid-century desk in 
Tommaso’s room was 
bought in Prague, 
while the armchair is 
a contemporary piece 
and bought in France; 
Tommaso sketched the 
bulldog; the bull lamp 
was bought in Alaska 
by Daniele’s aunt and 
is thought to be around 
20 years old
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Having lived in Venice, the couple are used

to being surrounded by beautiful things

The hanging 
coat painting in 
the dining room 
is by Susanna 
and the blocks 
painting is by 
the couple’s 
friend Elie 
Halevy. The  
chair and low  
table are both  
from Italy and  
date from the  
18th century

H&A LIFESTYLE: Homes



The breakfast table in the 
open-plan kitchen was made 

by Mike Doveton and the 
tripod lamp in the corner is 

by Saul Grant, both at Offkut. 
The painted cupboard is an 

early 17th-century design 
from Venice
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London is their favourite city by far and 

they discovered this four-storey Victorian 

house a stone’s throw from Portobello 

Road’s antiques and collectables market

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT A Chinese frieze runs 
along the wall of the dining room. It’s painted on silk  
and possibly dates from the 19th century. The dining  
table, which converts into a snooker table, was made  
by Sir William Bentley Billiards; Susanna painted the  
nude; monkey paintings, by the couple’s friend Natalie 
Silva, sit above 17th and 18th-century Tibetan bronzes
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Besides its buzzing location, the house had plenty 
of room for the children and lots of space for their 
collections. ‘Susanna and I love the character of 
these old properties,’ says Daniele, ‘and we were 
lucky to discover this one. It had belonged to 
antiques dealers so was very cosy. They hadn’t 
renovated it much so, although it needed some 
work, it still had many of its original features, 
including the lovely floorboards and cornices.’

During the renovation, the Verdis stumbled 
upon many men and women who have had  
a lasting effect, most notably the two designers  

at Offkut: Saul Grant, a lighting specialist, and 
Mike Doveton, a carpenter, who have helped 
the couple equip every room in the house with 
individual pieces using reclaimed timbers and 
industrial fittings. As the house progressed, 
the Verdis’ precious pieces, including baroque 
Solomonic columns, a Venetian painted sideboard 
and 17th-century Italian gilt mirrors, were 
gradually brought out of storage. Meanwhile, 
other objects have been acquired where needed, 
such as the dining table, made by Bentley Billiards, 
which also serves as a workbench for Susanna’s 

A triptych by English 

painter Anthony 

Whishaw dominates 

the wall of the master 

bedroom. The ‘Egg’ 

rocker belonged 

to Daniele’s great-

grandmother and 

was made by Società 

Anonima Antonio Volpe 

in 1922. The trunks are 

Japanese tansu and  

the rug was bought  

in Uzbekistan

Every 

room in the 

house has 

pieces using 

reclaimed 

timbers
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and the children’s art and which, with a few swift 
manoeuvres, transforms into a snooker table. 
Quirky touches such as this and the vibrant colour 
scheme, created using some of Farrow & Ball’s 
brighter shades, show that the couple are not afraid 
to be bold within the confines of an older property.

‘The Victorians were a playful lot,’ says Susanna. 
‘They experimented with design and colour, and 
added their own twist on older styles, which is how 
we’ve decorated and furnished this place. We respect 
the building but we are not afraid of expressing 
ourselves within it, or living fully in it.’ Q

ABOVE Ikat and linen designs by 

Nicky Heard adorn Ottavia’s bed. One 

of Susanna’s paintings is reflected in 

the mirrored wardrobe LEFT The nude 

above the bath is by Susanna and the 

floor is painted in ‘Brinjal’ by Farrow & 

Ball. The free-standing bath came with 

the house but you can find similar at 

Sanctuary Bathrooms

Little  
black book
Chloe Alberry, 84 
Por tobello Road, Notting 
Hill, London. 020 7727 
0707; chloealberry.com
‘Chloe Alberry is a 
treasure trove for door 
handles, both antique 
and contemporary,’  
says Daniele.

Cloth Shop, 290 
Por tobello Road, Notting 
Hill, London. 020 8968 
6001; theclothshop.net
Daniele and Susanna 
love this antique textile 
specialist for its choice  
of linens and jugs.

Pedlars, 128 Talbot Road, 
Notting Hill, London. 020 
7727 7799; pedlars.co.uk
‘This shop sells a 
fun choice of home 
accessories. We  
bought a few lights  
here,’ says Daniele.
 
Prêt À Vivre, 20 All  
Saints Road, Notting  
Hill, London. 01949 
851178; pretavivre.com
‘This shop has a no-fuss 
approach to bespoke 
curtains,’ says Daniele.
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Recreate the Verdis’ well-travelled

look with these key pieces

Eclectic elegance

Orchid’s Chinese
pine wall panel
dates from c1860.
It costs £808.50
and is 273cm long

The Verdis’ striped sofa
adds further character
to their living room. Opt
for colours that tie into
other features in the
room, such as wall paint.
This ‘Bakou’ fabric costs
£143 per m from Nobilis

Ayers & Graces’ 7ft gold rococo
mirror will create drama in any 
room. It costs £569

Create a globetrotter
look with ikat cushions.
From top left: £512.50,
Amara; £95, English
Abode; £417, Amara

We love how the Verdi family have displayed their collection of buddhas
together. Shimu’s reproduction dark bronze design costs £195

A bold use of paint has
brought warmth to this
Victorian home. We love
Little Greene’s ‘Pea
Green’ paint, £37 per 2.5l

Charlotte Gaskell specialises in
oriental carpets but also sells
handmade Afghan kilim cushions,
such as the example below (£48) 

18th-century furniture looks
fresh when teamed with bold
paint colours. This Louis
XV/XVI side table, from
Summer Loftin Antiques
on 1stdibs, costs £608

Victorian
furniture,
such as this
armchair
(£1,295 from
Debenham
Antiques),
provides a
counterpoint
to modern
artwork.

This hand-thrown vase  
is by New York potter Walter 
Yovaish. It costs £237 from 

Marcoz on 1stdibs

Convex wall mirrors
were usually hung
in dining rooms
during the Regency
period so that
butlers could keep
an eye on things.
This Regency mirror
costs £1,380 from
Church Street 
Antiques 





Against
THE ODDS

This 18th-century Spitalfields home 

narrowly avoided demolition in 

the 1980s and has been beautifully 

restored with period detailing and 

antiques by its owner, Olwen Evans 

FE ATURE JOH A NN A THORN YCROF T 

PHOTOGR APHS A NDRE A S VON E INSIE DE L



Olwen’s architect, Chris Dyson, designed the 

Georgian-style sitting room to replace the 

existing lean-to conservatory. The large old chair 

is draped with an Uzbek cloth from Aleppo and 

the patterned shade on the brass floor lamp  

is from Squint Limited. The revolving bookcase, 

bottom left, is Victorian
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O
lwen Evans describes viewing her red brick
Spitalfields townhouse for the first time as
a revelation. ‘Even though it was blandly
decorated – fully carpeted in cream wool with
plasma televisions above all the fireplaces
[which weren’t to taste], the house itself

was a gem,’ she says. It was her elder daughter Amelia who
found the sale particulars on a website and alerted her mother
immediately, as Georgian houses in the area so rarely come
onto the open market.

‘My younger daughter Alice was leaving home for university
so it seemed an ideal time for a complete change of scene from
my Victorian villa in Surrey,’ says Olwen. ‘I was working
near St Paul’s at the time, aware of the battles to save the area
from developer’s plans. I’ve always loved Georgian houses for
their scale and beauty so the idea of moving into one of these
precious houses in the area appealed enormously.’

Having come close to demolition in the 1980s, after being
a furrier’s workshop and textile business, the house had been
saved and restored – but Olwen felt that changes were still
needed. She called upon local architect Chris Dyson to recreate
all the missing period panelling and chimneypieces. Other
changes included moving the kitchen and replacing a lean-to
conservatory with a lantern-lit sitting room. The most expensive
job was removing the 1980s floors and replacing them with
19th-century boards reclaimed from a Welsh chapel.

During the year-long project, Olwen found time to get to
know the neighbourhood and to plan her interiors. ‘I came from
a family home full of antiques and things collected from Africa
and elsewhere so I had inherited as well as bought things

Profile
T H E OW N ER Olwen Evans is a solicitor,

who now works as a part time consultant.

T H E PROPERT Y The restored 1720s

red brick house is in Spitalfields, east London.

On four storeys, it has three bedrooms, kitchen,

dining room and first floor and ground floor

sitting rooms, the latter overlooking a courtyard.

CLOCKWISE FROM 

TOP LEFT The handsome 

door frame is original 

and is painted in ‘Down 

Pipe’ by Farrow & Ball; the 

house has been decorated 

with a sympathetic mix of 

pieces, which span eras 

and continents – green 

cabbage Majolica plates 

rub shoulders with African 

pieces and a cow creamer 

that belonged to Olwen’s 

mother; the red Persian 

runner in the hall was 

bought at Christie’s and 

the landscape prints are 

late 18th-century 
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Period panelling has 

been replicated in the 

dining room, which 

has been painted in 

‘Pavilion Gray’ by Farrow 

& Ball. Find a similar 

convex mirror from The 

Chandelier & Mirror 

Company. Turn to page 

72 for more on this room
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On the living room 

floor is a textured 

Khotan rug from 

Turkestan. The 

French leather chair 

is late 19th-century. 

The 18th-century 

overmantle mirror 

was bought from a 

friend while the chest 

left of the fireplace 

was from a Hampton 

Court antiques shop. 

The walnut cabinet 

displays ceramics, 

silver and coral. 

Cushions range from 

modern designs, made 

from Indian textiles, 

to antique French 

cushions found at 

Hilary Batstone
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Little  
black book
Purdey Hicks Gallery, 

65 Hopton Street, 

Bankside, London. 020 7401 

9229; purdeyhicks.com 

‘The staff here are  

so helpful with advice  

on how to collect,’  

says Olwen.

Townhouse, 5 Fournier 

Street, Spitalfields, 

London. 020 7247 4745; 

townhousewindow.com 

‘Shop, cafe and gallery 

selling a mix of antique 

and modern pieces.’

Atomic Antiques, 125 

Shoreditch High Street, 

London. 020 7739 5923; 

atomica.me.uk

‘This shop often stocks 

design classics from the 

likes of Verner Panton, 

Alvar Aalto, Arne Jacobsen 

and Charles Eames.’

The bath is from Albion Baths and 

the fireplace is home to a collection 

of blue and white tiles



for many years. I suppose I am a hoarder and the house reflects
my interests and travels.’ Having lived in Hong Kong and
France as well as enjoying the buzz of auction houses, Olwen
has a truly eclectic mix of furnishings, ranging from
18th-century English to 1950s Danish and Italian pieces.

Many layers of history

Furnishing an old house in this layered way echoes what might
have happened in real life as records show the same family of
Huguenots owned the house from 1724 until 1919. ‘I didn’t try
to stick to the period of the house. Good Georgian furniture
is much sought after and prohibitively expensive but I have
acquired a few pieces that look right, such as the 18th-century
over-mantle mirror in the first floor sitting room.’

Olwen is drawn to the colours and patinas of antiques, plus,
she says, ‘they are well made, often reasonably priced and I
think that centuries of re-use matter in our throw-away world.’
Favourite auction rooms have yielded colourful old rugs and
paintings, while the old-style sofa is actually new, upholstered
in fabric of a rustic hand-woven texture. The house appears to
be in a gracious time-warp, thanks to its high quality detailing
and Olwen’s eye for beautiful things. ‘I’m very happy living here
– I love the fact that the house has survived against the odds.’ Q

THIS IMAGE Olwen’s bedroom

is painted in Farrow & Ball’s ‘Pink

Ground’. The bed is 19th-century

and the chiffonier Victorian. The

mirror-fronted cupboard was bought

at Bonhams and displays blue and

white pots from Hong Kong BELOW

a gilt Victorian overmantle mirror

complements the brass bed. A late

19th-century Chinese red lacquer

chair is from Hong Kong

Olwen is drawn to the colours and patinas of antiques:‘they are well made, 

reasonably priced and centuries of re-use matter in our throw-away world’

Turn the page to find out what expert Judith Miller has to say 
about Olwen’s clever use of antiques from different periods
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19th-CENTURY 
CONSOLE
The William IV mahogany

and marble mounted

console table, circa 1815,

has scrolling moulded 

tapering legs at the front.

These tables are narrow,

do not protrude into

the room and provide a

perfect display surface.

PRIMITIVE RUSTIC TABLE
A 19th-century primitive rustic oak bench is

used as a coffee table. Primitive furniture

refers to handmade pieces created before the

era of mass production. Much of this furniture,

made between the mid-1700s and early 1800s,

was built by farmers to supplement their

incomes during the dormant months.

About Judith

JUDITH 

M ILLER is 
a leading 
antiques expert 
and co-founder 
of Miller’s 
Antiques Price 

Guide. She’s one of the BBC’s 
Antiques Roadshow experts 
and has written more than 
100 books covering antiques, 
collectables and interior design. 

Here, we ask her to choose 
her favourite room of the 
issue and explain what makes 
it so interesting. ‘I think this 
room works particularly well 
because it shows the impact of 
contrasting styles. I think the 
choice of the blatantly 1960s 
Vistosi red chandelier with the 
18th-century oak and fruitwood 
furniture is inspired,’ she says.

Antiques expert JUDITH MILLER talks us through the eclectic mix of pieces in Olwen’s dining 

room – from the 19th-century primitive bench to the 1960s Vistosi chandelier

A VIEW ON A ROOM

OLWEN’S HOME

72  H&A M AY 2015



18th-CENTURY
REFECTORY TABLE
This Continental early

18th-century fruitwood

refectory table displays

the rich patina of years of

polishing. It would have

originally been honey-coloured

and graced the dining room

of a very substantial house of

the period. Olwen bought this

design from Christie’s.

1960s CHANDELIER
The 1960s red glass disc

chandelier was made by the

Muranese firm of Vistosi. Vistosi 

is one of the world’s oldest

glassblowing families, their roots

date back to the 18th century.

In the 60s, the greatest Italian

designers such as Gae Aulenti,

Vico Magistretti, Eleonore Peduzzi

Riva and Ettore Sottsass worked

at the factory. Olwen found this

design at Alfies Antique Market.

18th-CENTURY
OAK DRESSER
BASE
This mid-18th century

oak dresser base has

three drawers above a

shaped apron (the lower

front of the dresser) with

pot board below. The

dresser, as a piece of

furniture, evolved from

the medieval sideboard.

It was designed to

store the treasures of a

Renaissance household,

such as jewellery, which

required small, often

cloth-lined, drawers.

1930s CHAIRS
The typical Queen

Anne Dutch-style chair,

with a rounded back,

vase-shaped splat

(the central upright),

curvacious cabriole legs

and rounded pad feet

was introduced during

Queen Anne’s reign, from

1702-14. It has remained

popular ever since – as

can be seen from this pair 

of leather-seated chairs

from the 1930s.

CONTEMPORARY ART
A pair of coloured photographs above the dresser are by Korean

artist Chan-Hyo Bae. For his ‘Existing in Costume’ series, Bae posed

as different noblewomen from Western history, from the Elizabethan

to Regency periods. Olwen bought both works, created in 2006 and 

2007, from Purdy Hicks gallery on Bankside, London.

UPCYCLED 
CUSHION
This black and white

upcycled cushion by

Giacomo Baraldi shows

the influence of the

geometric designs

favoured during the

art deco period of the

1920s and 30s.
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MAKING an

IMPACT
The dramatic displays – from Fornasetti plates to  

Arts and Crafts furniture – pack a punch in  

interior designer Sue Timney’s home

FEATURE  VINNY LEE   PHOTOGRAPHS  JAMES BALSTON
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Sue’s collection of 
Fornasetti plates 
frame the wooden 
fire surround in 
the dining room. 
Around the table 
are two early 
20th-century 
decoratively 
carved Viennese 
chairs and four 
1930s Italian 
ebony-framed 
chairs.  
The cabinet,  
which features 
printed Formica 
panels, was 
designed by Sue 
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A collection of white 
ceramics, which includes 
modern Scandinavian and 
Constance Spry vases, 
creates impact in front of 
the striped wallpaper in 
the living room. Artwork 
of the actress Marsha 
Hunt hangs on the 
chimney breast
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ue Timney’s home  
is, reassuringly,  

just how one would imagine. The interior 
designer’s signature monochrome scheme 
dominates every room – appearing on the 
walls via her own-design striped wallpaper 
and through the furniture (a harlequin print 
bomb chest is a rather amazing example).  
It also somewhat dictates her taste when  
it comes to her collections, which include  
1930s-50s Constance Spry ceramics and, 
most predominantly, Piero Fornasetti plates.

Sue moved here seven years ago,  
drawn to the house’s location, facing  
an open quadrangle a few hundred yards 
from the seafront near Deal. ‘I love its 
location by the sea and feel that the 
Georgian architecture suits my possessions,’ 
she says. The home is in a converted 
late 18th-century barracks, so seems an 
appropriate base for Sue, given that her 
father was an officer in the Royal Engineers.

Black-and-white palette
The interior wasn’t so appropriate for 
such a grande dame of design, though. 
Sue describes it as ‘plainly decorated and 
inoffensive’. After moving in, she set to work 
transforming the decor into something that’s 
anything but plain thanks to the injection 
of her trademark black-and-white palette. 
‘I’ve had an affinity with these colours 
since discovering Japanese calligraphy 
when studying at the Royal College of Art,’ 
she says. ‘It inspired my wardrobe and my 

Sue is surrounded by  
some of her vintage 

vases. A framed,  
limited-edition Cocteau 

printed scarf by Zika 
Ascher matches the 

fine stripe wallpaper, 
designed by Sue

Profile
THE OWNER Sue Timney is a 
textile and interior designer, who has twice 
been president of the British Institute of 
Interior Design. She runs a design practice 
(suetimney.com) and fabric company 
Timney Fowler (timney-fowler.com).

THE PROPERTY Sue’s four-storey 
house is part of a wing in one of a series 
of military barracks, which date from the 
18th century. There’s an L-shaped sitting 
room, dining room, kitchen, two bedrooms, 
a studio and an office.

The plaster sculpture was found in a Deal junk shop. 
‘I’d like to think it will be identified as a Miro,’ says Sue²
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work.’ To this scheme she’s added  
the odd splash of vivid red, supplied 
by a collection of 20th-century vases, 
textiles and furniture.

Throughout the interior, Sue has 
mixed pieces from different periods. 
Around the vintage dining table  
– given a dramatic update with the 
addition of a black glass top – are 
a pair of early 20th-century carved 
Viennese chairs and four 1930s Italian 
ebony-framed chairs. Elsewhere in 
the room is a contemporary cabinet, 
designed by Sue, and a limited-edition 
Jean Cocteau printed scarf by Zika 
Ascher. None of the pieces are by the 
same designer or even from the same 
era, yet all sit comfortably together.

Sue has been a collector since 
childhood, when she would amass 
postcards of all the places she’d  
lived. Since then, she’s developed a 
love for the work of Italian surrealist 
Piero Fornasetti, whose plates she 
displays on her dining room wall.  
‘I first discovered the work of 
Fornasetti 20 years ago when Paul 
Smith pointed out some similarity  
of style between his work and certain 
aspects of mine,’ she says. ‘I bought 
my first piece, a plate that hangs  
above the fireplace, soon after and 
have loved the designs ever since.’

Arts and Crafts and art deco  
vases feature heavily, too, and  
Sue estimates that she has around 
200-300, many bought locally from 
the nearby towns of Deal, Whitstable 
and Rye. ‘I love the angular shapes 
and striking colours of this period 
of design,’ she says. ‘There are 
minimalists and then there are  
people like me who have always 
collected. I gain inspiration from  
my collections, their colours and 
shapes, and find knowing the history 
behind an object very satisfying.’ Q

Little black 
book
Mileage, 156 High  
Street, Deal, Kent.  
01304 363311; 
mileagevintage.co.uk
Sue loves this vintage 
interiors shop on Deal 
high street for its  
‘bric-a-brac and more  
affordable items’. It also  
has a tea room selling 
homemade cakes.

Retrobarn 
07759 501370; 
theretrobarn.co.uk
Sue describes this 
1960s-70s Scandinavian 
furniture specialist as 
‘the king of mid-century 
design shops’. 

Braderie
‘The Braderie has an 
annual open-air street 
market every September 
on Deal seafront,’ says 
Sue. ‘All the streets are 
closed and the town is 
taken over by a glorious 
vintage market.’

Themes & Variations, 
231 Westbourne Grove, 
London. 020 7727 5531; 
themesandvariations.com
‘Themes & Variations 
contains an inspirational 
collection of 20th and 
21st-century furniture,’ 
says Sue. The shop is 
great for contemporary 
Fornasetti pieces.

ABOVE Sue with the artwork and part of the collection that she’s 
designed for West Dean, the home of surrealist artist Edward James 
THIS IMAGE Sue made the cushions in the guest bedroom using old 
scarves. Above the bed hangs one of her classic scarf designs 

Sue 
collects 
Fornasetti 
decorative 
plates



THIS IMAGE The chair  
is a Fornasetti design  
LEFT Sue’s collection of 
red 20th-century vases  
is displayed on an 
Aesthetic-period table, 
which is a family heirloom. 
‘I’m not a purist in 
anything other than the 
visual inspiration I get 
from things and I refuse 
to pay a lot for anything, 
otherwise the fun goes out 
of the chase,’ she says. 
The chairs are French and 
were painted by Sue

THIS IMAGE A vintage 
haberdasher’s cabinet, 
swapped for a piece 
of Sue’s work in the 
1980s, is used to 
store collections of 
costume jewellery in 
Sue’s bedroom RIGHT 

Tailors’ mannequins 
provide a resting place 
for Sue’s collection of 
black, white and red 
hats, while some of her 
handbags and scarves 
are stored on vintage 
painted hooks

¾

Sue has been a collector since childhood, when she would amass postcards of the places she’ d lived



Collecting FORNASETTI

Featuring a restricted monochrome and
gold palette, ink stroke markings and
surrealist tendencies, the works of Piero
Fornasetti (1913-88) are highly distinct.
The designer sought to bring decoration
to everyday objects. Motifs were
influenced by his love of architecture,
trompe l’oeil and, most famously, his
fascination with the expressionless face of
19th-century opera singer Lina Cavalieri.
Today, the Fornasetti name is kept alive
by Piero’s son Barnaba, who revives
designs found in his father’s archives.
So, while a 1950s cabinet could cost
£140,000, a new candle costs £99.

Discover more about the designer’s iconic work, from his most famous pieces to where to buy them

These sun motif 
tiles (top), part of 
a set of 12, date 
from 1985. They 
are available from 
Vittorio Ragone at 
1stdibs for around 
£1,600. The 
‘Capitello Ionico’ 
chair (above) is 
based on a 1950s 
design. It costs 
£2,250 from 
Amara

Sun-print motifs
made regular
appearances in Piero

Fornasetti’s work.
This ‘Soli’ ceramic
teapot from Liberty is
based on an original
design. It costs £365

This sardine-print
tray (above) costs
£625 from Selfridges,
while the ‘Nicchie’
wallpaper (below)
is £140 per roll
from Cole & Son

London shop Themes &
Variations revived interest in
Fornasetti’s designs in the
1980s and is still loved by
collectors today. This 1950s
ivory lacquered cabinet
(below) costs £16,000

Six cups and saucers, c1950,
£1,500, Holly Johnson Antiques

Fornasetti fans can
pick up a Cavalieri-
print ‘Silenzio’
candle for £99
from Selfridges

Take a cue from Sue’s
dining room and display
decorative wall plates en
masse. Fornasetti has been
releasing annual ‘Calendar’
wall plates since 1968. This
2015 design costs £220
from Milk Concept Boutique
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In the entrance hall,  
a pair of Fornasetti 
chairs sits on either  
side of a bow-fronted 
chest, bought at the 
Deal Braderie. Sue 
painted the harlequin 
diamond design on it. 
Reflected in the mirror 
are Sue’s heraldic 
shields, sourced from 
auctions, old council 
offices and schools

Featuring a restricted monochrome and gold palette, 

ink stroke markings and surrealist tendencies, the 

works of Piero Fornasetti are highly distinct
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THE 
THRILL 

OF 
THE 

CHASE
Furniture dealer Ben Joyner traces 

his weakness for mid-century 

designs back to his teens, when he 

would rootle around charity shops 

for bargains. Today, his favourite 

pieces add warmth to the Bristol 

home he shares with his wife Lottie

FE ATURE CH A RLOT TE PACK E R 

PHOTOGR APHS JA ME S BA L S TON

Profile
T H E OW N ER Graphic designer and furniture dealer Ben 

Joyner and his wife, freelance writer Lottie Storey, live here 

with their two sons, Arthur (six) and Ted (three). Ben’s online 

business, Modern Room (modernroom.co.uk), specialises in mid-

century furniture and Lottie writes a lifestyle blog, Oyster & Pearl 

(oysterandpearl.co.uk).

T H E PROPERT Y The Victorian terraced house is located 

in south Bristol. It has three bedrooms, a living room, dining 

room and extended kitchen-diner with a sitting area.
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Mid-century design 

classics add a 

twist to Lottie and 

Ben’s classically 

proportioned living 

room. The two 

armchairs both date 

from 1952. The wire 

design is a Harry 

Bertoia ‘Diamond’ 

chair for Knoll and 

the red number is a 

Robin Day ‘Reclining’ 

chair for Hille. Ben 

and Lottie found the 

canvas bag, which 

hangs on the wall, in 

a junk shop in St Ives, 

while the pendant 

lamp is a Modernica 

reproduction of 

George Nelson’s  

1947 ‘Bubble’ lamp. 

The floor lamp is 

a 1930s Bestlite 

‘Flowerpot’ design

It’s hard to believe that some of these modernist 

furniture designs are 60 or 70 years old
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B
en Joyner has fond memories of his first 
mid-century buy – a ‘particularly nice’ 
mod tonic suit, bought for £3 when he 
was 17. After that he was hooked and 

would spend weekends trawling charity shops 
and car boot sales. It wasn’t until he and his wife 
Lottie bought their first house that his interest in 
the furniture of this period really took off though. 

Like most first-time buyers, the couple 
were on a tight budget but, even so, they were 
determined to furnish the house with interesting 
pieces they really liked. To that end they scoured 
junk shops, reclamation yards and eBay. Little 
were either of them to know that, when Ben 
persuaded Lottie to travel ‘a silly distance’ in 
order to collect his first purchase, a Harry  
Bertoia chair, it would prove to be the start  
of what would become an abiding passion.

‘I was hooked,’ he says. ‘I love the honesty 
of modernist furniture: instead of covering 
structural materials such as plywood with 
upholstery, designers made these humble 

His increasing knowledge 

of mid-century furniture 

meant that Ben couldn’t 

bring himself to pass 

up what he knew were 

important pieces at 

bargain prices

materials the focus. It still looks so fresh that  
it’s hard to believe that some of these designs  
are 60 or 70 years old.’

Soon enough the house was furnished. 
But the thrill of the chase, and his increasing 
knowledge of mid-century furniture, meant that 
Ben couldn’t bring himself to pass up what he 
knew were important pieces at bargain prices. 
‘Over time it became clear that we had way more 
furniture than any young couple needed,’ says 
Ben. ‘The house was beginning to resemble a 
mid-century doctor’s waiting room with chairs 
lining every wall.’ So he began to sell the pieces 
he had amassed and his business, Modern Room, 
was born. ‘I used to come home and find that the 
coffee table had disappeared,’ laughs Lottie, ‘and 
friends would often comment that we’d changed 
things around, but it was almost always because 
Ben had either bought or sold something.’

Eight years ago, having outgrown their first 
house, Ben and Lottie decided it was time to move 
but couldn’t find anything suitable on the market. 

ABOVE LEFT The piano  

was a 13th birthday present  

from Lottie’s parents and  

the red stool is a 1950s  

Ernest Race design  

ABOVE RIGHT The teak 

dining table is Danish, 

possibly made by Skovmand 

& Andersen, and the black 

dining chairs are Arne 

Jacobsen ‘3107’ for  

Fritz Hansen, from 1957
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CLOCKWISE FROM

TOP LEFT The glazed

shop cabinet in the kitchen

has been in Lottie’s family

for many years and is used

to store vintage glassware;

on a side table in the

kitchen extension is a

1950s Louis Kalff ‘Z’ lamp

for Philips; Lottie and Ben

bought the blackboard from

Retrouvius and the wire

dining chair – a 1952 Harry

Bertoia for Knoll design –

was Ben’s first mid-century

purchase; Norman Cherner

designed the ‘Cherner’

armchair in 1958

Undeterred, they leafleted their favourite street
and the very next day the couple from whom they
eventually bought invited them round to take
a look. ‘There was a wonderful synchronicity
to it all,’ says Lottie. ‘They had just been to see
a house themselves, even though they weren’t
actually planning to move, but our note set the
whole thing in motion.’

A sense of space

With its high ceilings, large windows and lovely
period details, the house was exactly what the
pair was looking for – space enough for them to
grow into and plenty of room for Ben’s business.
The ground floor reception rooms had been
knocked through to create a generous sitting
room and in the side return there was a lean-to
studio. ‘One of the previous owners was a potter
and, although we didn’t need a studio, it gave
us a real sense of how we might expand the
kitchen,’ says Lottie.

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 88

H&A M AY 2015 85

H&A LIFESTYLE: Homes



The red ‘Fleurs’ sign 

was bought on eBay, 

while the Victorian 

wooden table was 

given to the couple  

by Lottie’s family.  

The pendant lamp  

is a 1947 design by 

Lisa Johansson-Pape

Little  
black book
Bristol Flea Market

bristolfleamarket.co.uk 

‘These twice-monthly 

markets, held at the 

Ashton Gate football 

stadium and St Nicholas 

Market, are good for a 

rummage,’ says Lottie.

Cream & Chrome

07963 142435; 

creamandchrome.co.uk

‘This friendly Bristol 

dealer has a great range 

of mid-century furniture 

and lighting,’ says Lottie. 

‘His warehouse is open 

by appointment but he 

also runs a small vintage 

shop in Southville.’

Dig Haüshizzle,  

51 Colston Street, Bristol. 

07789 145175;  

dig-haushizzle.co.uk

‘The owners have a great 

eye for quirky decorative 

antiques,’ says Lottie of 

this atmospheric shop. 

Current stock includes 

vintage ice skates, a set 

of 1920s hand puppets 

and a 1950s Italian 

drinks trolley.

The Ken Stradling 

Collection, 48 Park Row, 

Bristol. 0117 329 0566; 

stradlingcollection.org

‘This isn’t a shop but  

an amazing collection of 

20th-century design. It 

includes incredibly rare 

1930s pieces by Marcel 

Breuer, made by local 

furniture maker PE 

Gane,’ says Lottie. The 

collection is open to the 

public on Wednesdays 

and by appointment.
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The extension functions as a play 

area for the children during the day 

and a space for entertaining in the 

evening. The grey 1950s sofa is by 

an unknown Swedish maker and 

was picked up at auction, while 

the antique French mirror was 

inherited from Ben’s parents. Ben 

and Lottie were given the glazed 

double doors by their neighbours 

and were pleased to find that they 

were a perfect fit for the space
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With their first child on the way, they lost no 
time in getting on with reconfiguring this part 
of the house. The clean, fresh plaster in the new 
extension suggested the neutral palette, which 
they subsequently used throughout their home. 
The warm whites and greys flatter both the 
proportions of the house and the furniture within 
it, successfully bridging the gap between the mid-
century and Victorian aesthetics. ‘The house is 
probably more a reflection of Ben’s taste and style 
than mine,’ says Lottie but she’s not complaining. 
‘I really trust his judgment, he’s good at looking 
at the whole. I’ll fall in love with something and 
Ben will ask how it will be incorporated into the 
house, how it will go with everything else.’

Left to his own devices, Ben admits that he 
would probably live in a purist Fifties interior. ‘But 
I think that mid-century furniture can be mixed 
with different periods to great effect,’ he concedes. 
For proof of this, one need look no further than 
Ben and Lottie’s house in which Victorian and 
mid-century design happily cohabit. Q

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 

LEFT The mismatched 

Victorian chests of drawers 

belonged to Ben’s parents 

and the bunting above the bed 

was made by Lottie from a 

charity shop-bought book. The 

antique kantha throw is from 

La Belle Boutique in Bristol; 

Lottie took photographs of 

Ted and Arthur dressed as 

superheroes and had them 

printed at Staples; the  

Victoria + Albert bath cost  

just £200 on eBay. Lottie and 

Ben made the wall panelling 

from a couple of doors  

(found at a reclamation yard) 

laid on their sides and topped 

with a narrow shelf. Ben 

sourced the 1930s light  

from a physics lecture hall at 

Bristol University

The warm whites and greys 

flatter both the proportions 

of the house and the 

furniture, bridging the gap 

between the mid-century 

and Victorian aesthetics
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The ‘Tripp Trapp’

high chair (above)

was launched in

1972. A new design

costs £145 from

Stokke. This vintage

creamware jug

(below) is from

The Merry Magpie 

and costs £9

A contemporary

geometric rug

will complement

– and bring up to

date – mid-century 

furniture. The

‘Bosch’ rug (right)

costs from £85,

while the ‘Molica’

rug (far right) costs

from £89. Both are

from Woven Ground

Style y
Recreate the mid-century look with these key pieces

Add a whimsical touch

with vintage lettering and

signs. The distressed metal

ampersand costs £20 from

Rockett St George, while the

launderette sign is £1,545

from Goodwin & Goodwin

The organic shape of

this original 1950s

Italian lounge chair

makes it a perfect

foil for a modern

home. It costs

£1,946 from 1stdibs

Norman Cherner’s 1958

plywood chair is still made

in America. This walnut-

veneered laminated plywood 

designs costs £1,075 from

The Conran Shop

Combine pieces

from different

eras to create 

a natural feel.

This French mirror

(156 x 96cm) 

costs £1,150 from

The Old Cinema
Sofa.com’s ‘Zeppelin’ sofa was

inspired by 1950s design. Here,

it’s covered in ‘Loch’ brushed-linen 

fabric. It costs £930

Give a nod to the 1960s 

with a walnut sideboard. 

This ‘Retro’ design costs 

£4,020 from Wharfside
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Bohemian rhapsody
w

  

FE ATURE K ATIE H A LLET T 

PHOTOGR APHS SIMON UP TON



The studio was built in 1925 and was initially used by both artists of the 

house, Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant. Vanessa later adapted an attic 

room into her studio, and Duncan used this one until his death in 1978. 

A plaster bust of Virginia Woolf, Vanessa’s sister, is displayed on the 18th-

century Italian chest of drawers. To its right is a portrait of Ethel Grant, 

Duncan’s mother, who was responsible for many embroideries throughout 

the home. Duncan painted the figures on the fireplace in around 1932, 

while Vanessa designed the tiles behind the fireplace c1925-1930 
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O
n moving to her new
home, Vanessa Bell
did what many of
us do. She removed
the dated wallpaper
and whitewashed all
the walls, ready to

start afresh. Unlike most of us, though,
Vanessa – and her lover Duncan Grant
– then set to work painting beautiful 
frescos and motifs in every room:
daisies appear to grow from window
embrasures, post-impressionist-style
nudes adorn linen chests, and repeating
patterns decorate walls. To these two
artists, their home was their canvas.

Charleston’s postcode is an enviable
one. Located just below Firle Beacon –
one of the South Downs’ highest points
– it stands in an area of outstanding
natural beauty. The earliest parts of the
building date to the 16th century, when
it was designed as a farmhouse, but later
additions include the elegant Georgian
double-fronted façade. When writing to
urge her friend Roger Fry to visit her,
Vanessa summarised: ‘It really is so
lovely... It’s absolutely perfect, I think.’
And, with its well-proportioned rooms,
overlooking the idyllic walled garden
and pond, I’m inclined to agree.

Around the world

She and Duncan moved here in 1916
on the suggestion of Vanessa’s sister
Virginia Woolf, who lived six miles away.
Duncan needed a farm to work on (it
was either that or fight in the war), and
Charleston needed a tenant. Vanessa
brought along her two young sons,
Julian and Quentin, from her marriage
to Clive Bell, and Duncan brought
his lover, David Garnett. It was an
unconventional household, and one that
no doubt raised eyebrows among the
locals. The two men, both conscientious 
objectors, worked on local farms, while
Vanessa filled much of her time by
painting. ‘It will be an odd life, won’t
it? But it ought to be a good one for
painting,’ she wrote of life at Charleston.

And paint she did. ‘The couple
had no notion of how long they would
be here for but whenever they moved
anywhere, they would paint the entire
property,’ says Darren Clarke, head of
curatorial services at the house. Both
were members of the Bloomsbury Group
of intellectuals, writers and artists, and
throughout their time here, Charleston
was the epicenter of the movement.

‘Many of the decorations – such
as her wardrobe and the window

Visiting 
Charleston
ADDRESS Charleston House, 

Lewes, East Sussex, BN8 6LL. 

VISITING TIMES The house is 

open for guided tours during 

Wednesday-Saturday afternoons. 

On Sundays and Bank Holiday 

Mondays, rooms are stewarded  

so you can view the house at  

your own pace. Charleston closes 

for winter on 1st November. 

ENTRY PRICES Adult tickets  

cost £11. For more information, 

visit charleston.org.uk or call 

01323 811626. 

THIS IMAGE The portrait 

above the square piano – which 

dates to 1775 – is of the writer 

and critic Lytton Strachey, 

and was painted by Duncan 

BELOW The inner doors of the 

small cupboard in the studio  

were painted by Duncan to 

represent Adam and Eve
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Although Vanessa 

and her husband 

Clive Bell had 

separated, Clive was 

a frequent visitor to 

Charleston. In 1939, 

he moved here and 

this room became 

his study. Vanessa 

decorated the 

fireplace with circle 

and hatch designs  

in around 1925-30. 

The still life above  

is by Duncan
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embrasures – were completed by Vanessa
in the first year, while Duncan’s designs
are often smaller, as he’d fit painting into
his time off,’ continues Darren. Rather
than having painstakingly planned
room schemes, the house evolved
spontaneously over the years, paint
often applied directly onto wallpaper
with sponges placed over paper stencils.

Other members of the Bloomsbury
Group and Vanessa’s family were
involved with decorating the house over
the years, too. In her book Charleston:
a Bloomsbury House & Garden,
Vanessa’s granddaughter, Virginia
Nicholson, recalls visiting the house
when she was growing up: ‘Messy
creativity was a way of life… paint
and clay, mud, glue and matches were
all endlessly available.’ The dramatic
patterned walls in the dining room, for
example, were completed by Duncan,
Quentin and Angelica (Vanessa and
Duncan’s daughter) in 1939, using
stencils and freehand. ‘The yellow and

purple chevron and diamond design on
the black background would have been
quite extreme in its day,’ says Darren.
‘It was created at a tense and frightening
time, at the start of the second world
war, and takes on an ominous feel.’

This free-spirited approach informed
their eclectic mix of furnishings and
decorations, too. Furniture was often
inherited – such as the early 19th-
century Dutch cabinet in the studio,
which once belonged to the novelist
William Makepeace Thackeray – or
made by the Omega Workshops (see
box on p98). Other items were brought
back from their travels. ‘They were
accumulators rather than collectors,’
says Darren. ‘They would buy lots
of inexpensive ceramics, textiles and
furniture at markets in France and Italy,
and ship them home in tea chests.’

Their biggest collection, of course,
was of framed artwork, produced both
by the Bloomsbury Group and their
contemporaries. There are paintings by

Walter Sickert, and prints by Picasso, 
Toulouse-Lautrec and Pissarro.  

It wasn’t just their own homes 
that Vanessa and Duncan turned their 
brushes to – by the 1920s, they were 
both working as interior decorators. 
‘Their post-impressionist style was 
considered fashionably avant-garde for 
its day,’ says Darren. ‘What was exciting 
about the aesthetic was how it offered 
an alternative to the sleek lines and 
mechanical feel of art deco. Vanessa and 
Duncan’s focus was very much on the 
handmade and the physical – you can 
see the brush stokes in their artwork, and 
see the stitching in their textile designs.’ 

Restored and refreshed

Despite the popularity of the look during 
its day, Charleston is the only remaining 
example of a complete Bloomsbury 
interior. Today, 22,000 visitors pass 
through its doors each year, which is 
testament to how its interiors continue 
to inspire. ‘People come and feel that 

The 19th-century 

walnut cabinet in 

the studio was  

once owned by  

William Thackeray. 

The chaise and 

mirror belonged 

to Walter Sickert, 

who left them in 

his London studio 

(which Duncan later 

took over). The nude 

was painted by 

Duncan c1934
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they can emulate the style at home,’ says 
Darren. While Burberry recently based 
its collections on Charleston, for paint 
specialist Annie Sloane it’s always been 
a favourite place. ‘I love the Bloomsbury 
movement’s freedom of colour, pattern 
making and brush strokes,’ she says. 
‘The way in which they have integrated 
their painting lives from the easel to the 
pot cupboard is incredible.’ 

To cope with the volume of visitors, 
each winter the house and its contents 
are ‘put to bed’ for cleaning and 
restoration. When we visit, the house 
is in the process of being unwrapped 
for the year. The acid-free tissue has 
been removed from the freshly cleaned 
paintings, ceramics and furniture, and 
the textiles have been re-hung and 
laid. ‘Once everything is unwrapped, 
the whole house seems to glow,’ says 
housekeeper Maggy Tyhurst. Which, 
one would imagine, is just the look that 
Vanessa and Duncan were hoping to 
achieve almost a hundred years ago. Q

The stencilled wallpaper 

was created by Duncan 

and two of Vanessa’s 

children, Quentin and 

Angelica, in 1939. 

Duncan enjoyed copying 

old master paintings,  

and his copy of The Duke 

of Urbino hangs above  

a Venetian side table 

Clive Bell’s bedroom is yet to 

be ‘unwrapped’ for the season. 

Acid-free tissue is used to 

protect the freshly cleaned 

paintings and furniture
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RIGHT The fireplace in the 

garden room is a trompe 

l’oeil – it’s actually plain 

marble decorated with 

blue specks FAR RIGHT 

The flower paintings on the 

window embrasure in what 

later became Clive’s study 

were one of Vanessa’s  

first decorating projects  

in the house in 1916-17

LEFT The window seat (just seen) in 

Duncan’s bedroom is French, c1830. 

Duncan decorated the lamp RIGHT 

Vanessa designed the stencilled grey 

and white paisley wallpaper after 

the war, while the curtain fabric was 

designed by Duncan in 1931 BELOW 

The cover on the stool was designed  

by Duncan and stitched by his mother 

in 1924-25. The painting above the 

mirror is a copy of Vanessa’s Tea 

Things for The Omega Workshops
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Vanessa’s painted door  

in Duncan’s bedroom 

(completed in 1918) leads 

to his dressing room. The 

silhouettes are depictions of 

members of the Grant family
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In 1934, Harrods held a selling
exhibition called Modern Art for the
Table. Clarice Cliff organised the projectff
and worked with 28 established artists
and designers, including Paul Nash, Eric
Ravilious and Barbara Hepworth, on
china, ceramic and glass designs. Vanessa
and Duncan were also asked to submit
designs, which can today be seen in the
Thackeray cabinet in Charleston’s studio.
Vanessa’s ceramic blue-and-white designs
are on the bottom row, while Duncan’s
green floral designs are above. ‘Although
Vanessa and Duncan also designed
ceramics for Sir Kenneth Clark, Virginia
Woolf and the Omega Workshops, and
often decorated the pottery made by
Quentin, this was their most commercial
commission,’ says Darren. ‘Sadly, most
pieces belonging to the house have been
broken, as they were used on a daily
basis. You can see the fragments used in
the mosaics in the piazza in the garden.’

CLARICE CLIFF CERAMICS

OBJECT FOCUS

Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant were both
key members of the Bloomsbury Group,
which regularly met to discuss art, philosophy
and aesthetics. It was formed of English
intellectuals, writers and artists in the early
20th century, and also included Virginia
Woolf and EM Forster. Vanessa, Duncan and
the art critic Roger Fry were also directors of
the Omega Workshops, a design enterprise
founded in 1913. ‘The idea behind the Omega
Workshops was to transfer the aesthetics of
post-impressionist painting – which Fry brought to England via
two exhibitions in 1910 and 1912 – to home furnishings and
accessories,’ says Darren Clarke, head of curatorial services at
Charleston House. Rather than signing pieces, the Workshops
marked them with the Omega letter as they wanted clients to buy
the designs because they loved them, not because of the designer.

The Bloomsbury
Group and the Omega
Workshops
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP A group shot at Charleston, taken by Vanessa in the late 20s/

early 30s. On the back row (from left) are Frances Marshall, Quentin Bell, Julian Bell, Clive

Bell and Beatrice Mayor. On the front row are Roger Fry and Raymond Mortimer; Duncan

Grant outside the garden room at Charleston, c1930; portrait of Vanessa Bell, c1902
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Newport 3 seater sofa
NOW ONLY £339

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT

“Third purchase - still great! Top notch sofa
at a great price and delivered on time

gg

Excellent 9.3

01495 244226  www.sofasofa .co.uk

One of the UK’s most 
contemporary  
Gardens, The  

Alnwick Garden, 
Northumberland,  
features Europe’s  

largest wooden  
treehouse, Poison  
Garden, Bamboo  

Labyrinth, interactive 
water features  
and a stunning  

ornamental garden.

www.alnwickgarden.com



Perfect symmetry
With the RHS Chelsea Flower 

Show on this month, horticulturally 

trained writer Cinead McTernan 

considers historical design elements 

that still influence gardens today.  

In the first of a three-part series,  

she looks at the elegant parterre

FE ATURE CINE A D McTE RN A N

PHOTOGR APHS JA SON INGR A M
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The perfect symmetry of the circular parterre 

at Aberglasney in Wales is punctuated with 

cone-shaped yew to give some height, while 

young box plants have been planted at the 

edges of the bed to eventually grow together 

to make a low evergreen hedge

O
riginally created to embellish
landscaped grounds surrounding 
royal palaces and chateaux,
parterres have remained one of
the most enduring of all garden
styles. The individual elements

of a traditional parterre are simple: symmetrically
laid-out beds, low hedging and gravel paths. Yet
brought together by leading garden designers of the
day, they produced some of the most wonderfully
ornate, striking designs in gardening’s rich history.

Often confused with Tudor knot gardens –
which can be distinguished by a single, rather
than multiple, square frame encasing a pattern or

symbol – the more flamboyant parterre didn’t make
an appearance until the 17th century. Vanishing
for a time during the 18th century, when the rigid
structure no longer appealed to landscape architects
who preferred a more free-form approach, parterres 
made an astonishing comeback during the 19th
century. This time the Victorians preferred them 
to be filled with the bright colours of exotic
species collected abroad and reared in the new 
technologically advanced glasshouses.

Today, parterres are still very much in evidence
and are popular with garden designers, including
Chris Beardshaw, who is incorporating his
interpretation of a parterre in his Morgan Stanley
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Healthy Cities Garden for this year’s
Chelsea Flower Show. So why has such a
formal design remained a firm favourite
with gardeners, and who do we have to
thank for introducing it to British shores?

Back to baroque

The 17th century was an exciting
time for garden design. Royalty was
embracing new styles and setting the
agenda for fashion. Gardens became
status symbols to show how much power
and wealth was at your disposal.

French nurseryman and designer Claude Mollet
(1650–1742), known as the ‘gardener to three
French Kings’, took inspiration from English knot
gardens and French embroidery to develop a series
of patterned compartimens that featured a simple
interlace pattern of herbs filled either with sand or
flowers. Laid out next to the house, with a central 
path running away from the building, the device
was an effective way to create a view that could
be enjoyed from indoors as well as accentuating
the proportions of the building within its grand

surroundings. Interestingly, the pattern was
considered to be more important than the planting
it encompassed, becoming more intricate depending
on the wealth and status of the owner.

Claude Mollet incorporated his parterres into
the prestigious royal gardens of Saint Germain-en-
Laye and Versailles by the early 1600s. The French
king Louis XIV was an advocate of the design: it
was an ideal way to show off his vast wealth andff
he liked the idea of demonstrating control over the
natural world by using such rigid, formal structures
and carefully considered plant combinations.

A feature of British gardens

By 1620, Claude’s son, André Mollet, had been
summoned to England by Charles I to lay out
parterres for his royal gardens. Later that century,
Queen Anne’s gardeners George London and Henry
Wise took up the baton and created parterres for
prestigious gardens owned by English nobility, such
as the first Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth.
There, rather daringly, a number of parterres were
cut into the slopes above the house and featured
an intricate pattern separated by gravel paths.

THIS IMAGE Julian and Isabel 

Bannerman, award-winning 

garden designers to the Prince 

of Wales, created a beautiful 

parterre that features clipped 

box in different shapes and  

sizes at their former home  

at Hanham Court Gardens  

in South Gloucestershire

FACING PAGE Over the past 

five years the National Trust 

has embarked on redesigning 

the gardens, including the 

impressively proportioned 

parterre, at Canons Ashby, 

restoring them to their original 

splendour using records left by 

the owner Sir Henry Dryden

ABOVE The 19th-century

parterre at Wimpole Hall

in Cambridgeshire was

restored to its former

glory in the 1990s and

today, in true Victorian

style, it incorporates

12,000 colourful plants
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Where to visit
K�ABERGLASNEY  

Llangathen, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 

SA32 8QH. 01558 668998; 

aberglasney.org

K�BELMOND LE MANOIR 

AUX QUAT’SAISONS  

Church Road, Great Milton, Oxford, 

OX44 7PD. 01844 278881; 

belmond.com. By appointment only

K�BRILLEY COURT  

Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire,  

HR3 6JF. 01497 831467.  

By appointment only

K�CANONS ASHBY  

Near Daventry, Northamptonshire, 

NN11 3SD. 01327 861900; 

nationaltrust.org.uk

K�HANHAM COURT 

GARDENS  

Ferry Road, Hanham Abbots, Bristol,  

South Gloucestershire, BS15 3NT. 

hanhamcourtgardens.com.  

By appointment only

K�WIMPOLE ESTATE  

Arrington, Royston, Cambridgeshire, 

SG8 0BW. 01223 206000; 

nationaltrust.org.uk

The sixth Duke continued the tradition by
laying out a new rose parterre immediately to
the south of the first Duke’s greenhouse in 1811.
London and Wise also laid out a large parterre at
Badminton House, the family seat of the Duke of
Beaufort, but sadly it didn’t survive the changing
fashions and was removed in the mid 18th century.
In 1710 the duo also created a series of formal
parterres on the upper terraces nearest the house
at Canons Ashby. Originally designed for Sir Henry
Dryden, they too were removed but have been
reinstated in a recent renovation project overseen
by The National Trust.

During the mid 1800s, English landscape
architect William Andrews Nesfield (1793–1881)
led the field of country house garden designers. The
prominent horticulturist JC Loudon enthused, ‘His
opinion is now sought for by gentlemen of taste
in every part of the country.’ He created terraced
parterres in elaborate scrolls and arabesque motifs
of box hedging set in coloured gravels, with statues
and topiary providing vertical accents. He is 

credited for creating a terraced double parterre on a
ground of white gravel, featuring his characteristic
graceful arabesques of box, for the Marquess of 
Westminster’s Cheshire seat, Eaton Hall.

Today, you can visit some of the largest
parterres in the country at the National Trust’s
garden at Cliveden in Buckinghamshire, built as  
a collaboration between the Duke and Duchess
of Sutherland and head gardener John Fleming
in 1840. Fleming reintroduced the layout of 
a traditional
parterre but with
exuberant planting.
Covering six acres
and with 16 formal 
beds, box hedging
and yew topiary, 
the recently
restored parterre is
one of the garden’s
most dramatic
features. Q

Herb specialist Jekka McVicar designed the herb parterre 

at Raymond Blanc’s garden at Belmond Le Manoir aux 

Quat’Saisons, with a rich tapestry of texture and colour created 

by culinary and medicinal herbs from all around the world

BELOW The restored

grass parterre in the

Cloister Garden at

Aberglasney. Drawings

of parterres by Dutch 

designer Hans Vredeman

in an 1583 book are

thought to have influenced

garden design in this

country in the 17th century
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P
arterres came back into fashion in the 19th century, revamped
to accommodate the Victorians’ passion for colourful carpet
bedding. While designers still used geometrically shaped beds,
this time they were filled with colourful exotic bulbs and plants,

many of them new to this country and that simply weren’t available to
the creators of earlier parterres. The Veitch family was a horticultural
tour-de-force during this period, not only as landscape designers and
nurserymen, but as trailblazers orchestrating the huge explosion in the
numbers of new and unusual plants introduced to British gardeners.

By the late 1700s, John Veitch (1752–1839) was a successful
landscape designer, working with such prestigious properties as the
Killerton Estate (now National Trust). In 1808, he founded a nursery
in Budlake, Exeter. He sent plant hunters all over the world to find new
plants and seeds, a venture that was profitable and far-sighted. In part, 
timing was on his side – new technologically advanced greenhouses
provided the perfect environment to propagate and raise plants in
large numbers, and the end of the Napoleonic Wars meant free passage
around the globe. Suddenly it was possible for plant hunters to travel
far and wide, sending their discoveries back home with relative ease.
There was an explosion in the variety of new and unusual plants and,
for the first time, seeds were arriving in Britain, thanks to the likes of
Cornish brothers Thomas and William Lobb and David Bowman, a
Scot, who were among the Veitch adventurers who helped shaped the
way gardens looked from the Victorian period onwards.

In 1837, John’s son James (Sr) joined the nursery and continued
its expansion in Exeter and, from 1853, on Kings Road in London,
with his son James (Jr). Soon leading figures, including royalty, heads
of state and eminent scientists – including Darwin – regularly paid
homage to the nursery, celebrating its new discoveries, plant houses
and the introduction of many orchids specimens. Over the following
years, more Veitches joined the family business, including James Jr’s
son Harry James Veitch, who was knighted in 1912. The nursery
closed in the 1960s and, while the family’s legacy is far reaching,
most astonishing of all was its contribution to plant discovery. By the
first world war, Veitch plant hunters had clocked up an impressive
tally, finding 498 greenhouse plants, 232 orchids, 153 deciduous
trees, shrubs and climbing plants, 122 herbaceous plants, 118 ferns,
72 evergreens, 49 conifers and 37 ornamental bulbs.

Next month: our series continues with a look at Italianate gardens

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Nurseryman James Veitch Jr;

plant hunter David Bowman; Harry

James Veitch, who sent many plant

hunters around the world; the newly

introduced Himalayan foxtail lily,

Eremurus himalaicus, shown in one

of the Veitch catalogues; Nepenthes

raja, one of the new exotics; cover

of the Veitch catalogue 1873–74

Victorian designers still 

used geometrically shaped 

beds, this time filled with 

colourful exotic plants

R
H

S
 L

in
d
le

y 
L
ib

ra
ry

A BURST OF COLOUR
Victorians reinvented the parterre, adding exotic and

colourful plants, many imported by the Veitch family
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T
he essential elements of a parterre make it a perfect design  
to copy or modify to suit aspect, position and site in your  
own garden. Although originally created for vast spaces,  
the parterre is actually a versatile stylistic device that looks 

just as effective in a country or an urban setting, and whether it is 
made on a grand or a small scale.

A flat, level surface is best but designers created a parterre on a 
slope at Chatsworth, so don’t despair if you don’t have a bowling green. 
Choose a sunny spot and, if possible, position it so that it can be 
seen from the house, preferably from a first-floor window. Evergreen 
hedges are best, such as box, hebe or one of the evergreen varieties of 
euonymus, as they are the perfect foil for spring, summer and autumn 
flowers, and provide a structure that will look good in winter.

Although flowers were a secondary consideration during the  
17th century, one of the main reasons was because there just wasn’t 
the choice we have today – spring and summer flowers came in white, 
pink, blue or mauve (red, yellow and oranges weren’t introduced until 
the following century, in 1730), and there wasn’t a lot of variety and 
interest available for autumn and winter. So make the most of today’s 
bulging seed catalogues and go for colourful annuals and perennials, 
which work really well within the frame of a parterre. Spring bulbs 
are an easy way to create uniform patterns and, if time isn’t an issue, 
they can be lifted and replaced with summer bedding. Herbs and 
vegetables are an excellent idea if you’re tight on space and want  
to have a combination of ornamental and edible plants.

The mini parterres at Brilley Court in Herefordshire (right) are a 
perfect example of using a formal structure to divide up the garden. 
Symmetry remains key in each of the parterres, while the planting 
provides a contemporary twist and complements the cottage garden 
setting. Old apples trees are underplanted with dark-purple tulips and 
a froth of forget-me-nots, and encased in neatly clipped square box 
hedges, while a curved shape is used closer to the house to showcase  
a colourful collection of spring bulbs, including tulips and camassias.  
A combination of vegetables and ornamental flowers are grown within 
the splendid six-bed parterre in the kitchen garden, which also 
features the trademark path that separates the beds and leads towards 
the main focal point, in this case an ancient apple tree and glasshouse.

ABOVE Apple trees 

are set off by a mini 

parterre, while the 

contemporary sculpture 

and wrought iron gate 

beyond provide eye-

catching focal points

FAR LEFT Brilley Court 

parterre cleverly mixes 

colours and textures – 

statuesque tulips and 

frothy forget-me-nots 

are elegantly set off by 

formal box hedging

LEFT The tulip ‘Queen 

of the Night’ contrasts 

with forget-me-nots

MODERN PARTERRES
This versatile feature works well in today’s gardens, 

large or small, planted with ornamentals or edibles



The parterre is a versatile stylistic device that looks just as effective in a 

country or an urban setting, and whether on a grand or a small scale

LEFT Though small and 

simply designed, the 

parterre at Brilley Court 

is, as traditionally was 

the case, positioned 

next to the house so 

that it can be enjoyed 

out of the windows

RIGHT Vegetables and 

ornamental flowers are 

grown in the kitchen 

garden parterre
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Don’t miss these exciting sales taking place at auction  
houses around the country

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Noticeboard
AUCTION HOUSE
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midlandfurnitureauction.co.uk � 01773 832555

1Midland Furniture Auction 
Midland Furniture Auctions holds 

one of the UK’s biggest weekly furniture 
auctions every Wednesday in the heart 
of the country. Packed to the brim with 
the latest ranges and types of furniture, 
bidders can expect a fantastic choice 
and great prices. Conveniently located 
off the M1 (J28) near Alfreton, 
Derbyshire. For further information visit 
the website or contact Dean Carpenter 
or Liz Darrington-Mosley. 

` 10 Grange Close, Clover Nook Industrial Park, 
Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 4QT

2Capes Dunn
Fine art auctioneers and valuers based in central Manchester since 

1826. The country’s leading host of specialist Northern Artists auctions, with 
three scheduled for 2015. We have other fortnightly specialist auctions to 
include jewellery and silver, ceramics and glass, collectors’, toys, books, 
antique furniture, paintings and clocks. Contact us for further information and 
to arrange a free valuation.  

Forthcoming sales:
14th April: Northern Artists 
(To include Valette seen here)
28th April: European & Oriental Cermaics & Glass
12th May: Collectors with Toys

` 38 Charles Street, Manchester, M1 7DB

capesdunn.com � 0161 2731911

specialauctionservices.com � 01635 580595

3Special Auction Services 
Special Auction Services is a specialist, traditional auction house proud 

of its high level of service to buyers and sellers.  Its two Newbury salerooms 
are strategically located to service the South of England and within easy 
reach of London. It holds popular and free valuation days every Wednesday, 
phone first for an appointment and come along and 
meet Thomas, Neil and the team. 

Forthcoming sales:
7th April: Monthly Antiques and Collectables
15th & 16th April: The Glorious Train Auction
23rd April: Jewellery, Silver, Watches and Works of Art

` 80 and 81 Greenham Business Park, Newbury, RG19 6HW

fellows.co.uk � 01212 122131; 020 7127 4198

4 Fellow & Sons  
Founded in 1876, Fellows is one of the UK’s leading auction houses, 

holding over 120 sales and over 100 auctions each year. As specialists in a 
variety of fields and with an auction to cater for every need, its continually 
changing inventory makes Fellows a hub of 
excitement for lovers of watches, jewellery and 
antiques. Visit the website for free valuations.

Forthcoming sales:
Monday 20th April: Vintage & Modern Wrist Watches
Thursday 23rd April: Jewellery
Monday 27th April: Vintage Jewellery & Accessories

` Augusta House, 19 Augusta Street, Birmingham, B18 6JA. 
2nd floor, 3 Queen Street, London W1J 5PA

mctears.co.uk � 01418 102880

5McTear’s  
Whether you’re interested in buying, selling or simply enjoying the buzz 

of the auction, McTear’s has a sale for you. With dedicated auctions and 
specialist departments in Asian Works of Art, Silver, Ceramics, Furniture, 
Clocks, Scientific Instruments, Whisky,
Wine, Jewellery, Pictures and Scottish 
Contemporary Art, we offer a style of 
service seen in only a handful of 
auction houses outside of London. 
Live online bidding brings these 
Glasgow auctions to an international 
audience. 

` 31 Meiklewood Road, Glasgow, G51 4EU



READER OFFER

Terms and conditions Delivery within 7 working days to UK mainland only, some exclusions apply (see above). *Calls cost 5p per minute from BT landlines, calls from other networks may vary. If not completely

satisfied with your order, return goods in mint condition and sealed original packaging for a refund within 14 days of receiving your order (postage costs will not be refunded unless faulty). Your contract for supply of

goods is with BVG Airflo. ‘Was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on the promoter’s website cjoffers.co.uk and in its store between 22/12/14 and 22/3/15. Immediate Media, publisher of Homes &
Antiques, is committed to protecting your privacy. We may wish to contact you in the future with details of products and services that might be of interest to you. If you do not wish to receive these, please write ‘No 

info’ on your order.

Get set for summer with this classic

rattan-style garden furniture set. Order

now and you will pay just £249.99 (plus

£19.99 delivery), a massive saving of £250

T his high-quality four-

piece furniture set will

transform your garden,

conservatory or terrace into a

stylish space. It includes two

chairs, a two-seater sofa and

glass-topped coffee table.

Each set features contrasting

cushions that can be removed

and stored easily when not in

use. Made from weatherproof

rattan-effect PVC, the set is

available in a choice of three

colourways: black or brown

rattan with beige cushions, or

grey rattan with black cushions.

Each chair measures 59 x

52 x 89cm; the two-seater sofa

is 102 x 52 x 89cm; and the

table is 92 x 46 x 49cm. The

cushions can be removed and

hand-washed if needed. Home

assembly required.

The lounge set is weather-

proof but we recommend that

you store it during the winter

months and cover it during

bad weather. A 100 per cent

waterproof and UV-resistant

cover is available for just £24.99.

Due to the weight of this

product, delivery will take 5-7

days and is charged at £19.99.

Due to courier limitations,

we are unable to deliver this

product outside mainland UK,

to Scottish Highlands and Isles

or BFPO addresses.

SAVE £250 ON A ST KITTS 
GARDEN LOUNGE SET

ORDER NOW
CALL: 0844 493 5654* quoting 48436

ONLINE: clifford-james.co.uk/48436

BY POST: Send your contact details, address, 

item code (48436), colour and the quantity you 

wish to order, along with a cheque payable to

BVG Airflo, to: Homes & Antiques offer 48436, 

PO Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE. Please add

£19.99 per order for courier delivery

SAVE 
50%

ON GARDEN 
FURNITURE
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Terms and conditions

*Saving compared to buying 13 issues of full priced issues from 
the UK newsstand. This offer is for new UK print subscribers, 

subscribing by Annual Direct Debit only. You will receive  
13 issues in a year. Full details of the Direct Debit guarantee  
are available upon request. If you are dissatisfied in any way  

you can write to us or call us to cancel your subscription at  
any time and we will refund you for all unmailed issues.  

Prices correct at point of print and subject to change.  
Offer ends: 24th May 2015

 Pay just £32.49 by Annual 

Direct Debit – Save 50%

 Visit: craft.buy 
subscriptions.com/LPQX2L

 Call: 01604 828 743  

(quote code LPQX2L)
Lines open 8am–9.30pm weekdays,  

8am–4pm Saturdays

 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 
TO SAVE 50%*
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From practical decorating advice to expert insights on antiques, let this section be your guide

NAPOLEON’S 

HAT

Read the amazing 

story behind the 

emperor’s iconic 

bicorn hat, which 

recently sold at 

auction for €1.5m  
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Discover a 

booming trend and 

an affordable way 

of collecting art, 
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for spring 
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unexpected stories  

about the quilt 
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Add colour and pattern to your home with wallpaper. Maggie Stevenson asks the experts

to choose their new season favourites and suggest how to use them to stunning effect

1
DESIGN MATTERS

With so many different
designs to choose from,
it’s hard to decide which

wallpaper pattern will create
the effect you want. Trailing
patterns will help make
walls seem taller, and large
prints will visually expand
the surface area. Seen from
a distance, small prints will
give the illusion of all-over
texture but close up they add
interest. It sounds simple but,
says Clare Vallis, Harlequin
Group design director, ‘Today’s
spirit of interior design is all
about breaking the rules. My
favourite look at the moment
is to use two different-scale
wallpaper designs in the
same room. Mix florals with
stripes or geometrics but,
most importantly, have fun.’

ways to update your walls

FOR SPRING

‘Papilio’ wallpaper 

from ‘Amazilia’ 

collection, £56  

per roll, Harlequin

H&A GUIDE: Interiors
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2
ART OF 

ILLUSION

Murals, trompe 
l’oeil and faux-

effect wallcoverings can 
make a grand statement in 
any space, from the tiniest 
cloakroom to an open-plan 
living area. Surface View 
produces made-to-measure 
murals that you can hang 
like wallpaper, with a vast 
choice of designs, including 
well-known works of art, 
landscapes, maps and 
fashion photographs. 
Prices start at around 
£50 per sq m. Trompe 
l’oeil wallpapers depicting 
shelves filled with antique 
books, objets trouvés, old 
love letters or postcards 
create atmosphere and 
interest in studies and 
small sitting rooms, but 
one of the strongest trends 
in illusory wallcoverings is 
faux surfaces. ‘Industrial 
style continues to go from 
strength to strength and 
brick, distressed plaster 
and reclaimed-wood 
wallpapers are perfect for 
this’, says Jane Rockett 
of Rockett St George. 
‘We would suggest the 
“Scrapwood” wallpaper for 
a rustic Scandinavian feel 
or “Regent’s Oak Wood 
Panelling” for a traditional 
masculine interior.’

‘Scrapwood Wallpaper 2’, PHE13, 

£199 per roll, Rockett St George



3
LIVING WITH COLOUR 

Colour is a key element in any decorating 
scheme. It can determine the mood, 
atmosphere and even the perceived 

proportions of a room. Generally, cool hues such 
as blue and mauve have a soothing effect on sunny, 
south-facing rooms and, in their paler tints, make 
spaces appear larger and ceilings taller. Decorated 
in warm colours such as red and terracotta, north-
facing rooms feel cosier and, in their deeper shades, 
more intimate. Yellow brings a feeling of optimism; 
green, a sense of calm; and red, a popular choice 
for dining rooms, is said to stimulate the appetite. 
Neutral tones play a supporting role, giving the 
limelight to more vivid fabrics and furnishings. 
Patterned wallpapers often contain several colours 
and, while the dominant hue will determine the  
mood of a room, the additional tones can inspire  
its entire decorating scheme. ‘Wallpaper is a  
wonderful way of introducing colour and pattern  
to a space,’ says Tricia Guild of Designers Guild,  
‘and our “Trailing Rose” design has an ombre  
ground that fades from pure white into colour,  
with the addition of tumbling roses across the  
top. The ombre effect allows plenty of white to  
be combined with the brighter colour and  
pattern, giving a sense of balance and harmony.’

‘Trailing Rose’ in ‘Peony’, from ‘Shanghai Garden  

Wallcoverings’ collection, £150 per m, Designers Guild

H&A GUIDE: Interiors
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4
PRACTICALITIES

Choosing a beautiful 
wallpaper is the fun part 
of decorating but, for a 

perfect finish, the surface beneath 
must be in peak condition, so 
make sure the walls are level, dry 
and dust-free. Lining paper gives a 
smooth, clean surface on which to 
hang wallpaper and disguises any 
minor imperfections in the wall. ‘We 
recommend a heavyweight lining, 
such as Albany 1,200 grade, and you 
must use the same adhesive for both 
lining and top paper,’ says Melanie 
Adams, founder of Wallpaperdirect. 
‘If you are using  
a paste-the-wall wallpaper, use a 
paste-the-wall lining paper, too.’ 
Purchase all the wallpaper you need 
in one go. You can expect three 
drops of wallpaper from each roll 
but, to allow for matching,  
a pattern that is larger or smaller 
than average will affect the total 
required. Online wallpaper 
calculators will help determine how 
much you need. Find them  
at wallpaperdirect.com, diy.com and 
homebase.co.uk.

5
SURFACE INTEREST

practical as well as decorative
value. They can disguise less  

than perfect plasterwork, protect
the walls in busy spaces, add depth
to plain surfaces and enhance the
designs of patterned ones. Traditional  
textured materials, such as flock and 
embossed papers, continue to appeal
but new manufacturing techniques
have increased the range of designs 
available to produce sophisticated
effects. ‘Current design favourites
include vertical grass cloths and
fabric effects,’ says Nina Tarnowski,
design studio manager at Graham 
& Brown. For more pizzazz, opt
for metallic wallcoverings that give
the illusion of antique mirrors or
make a crisp reflective background 
for matt-printed patterns. For a
sparkling, bejewelled effect, go for
papers scattered with translucent  
beads or flecks of mica.

WALLPAPER 
DOS &
DON’TS
K ‘Buy all the wallpaper you

need at the same time and

check the batch numbers

to ensure they are from the

same production run and will

be perfectly colour matched.’

Nina Tarnowski, design studio

manager, Graham & Brown

K ‘Use complementary

wallpapers in adjoining rooms,

such as a bedroom and en suite

or a hallway and cloakroom.’

Sarah Cole, marketing director, 

Farrow & Ball

K ‘Paste-the-wall (non-woven)

wallpapers are ideal for home

decorators. You don’t need to

wait for the papers to stretch

before hanging them, so it’s

much quicker and easier to

match up the edges.’

Melanie Adams, founder and 

buyer, Wallpaperdirect

K ‘Try wallpapering the ceiling. It

creates an almost tented effect,

very cosy and embracing, and

adds drama to an area of the

room that is so often neglected.’

David Mottershead, managing 

director, Little Greene

K ‘Before you begin your

decorating project, select some

wallpaper samples and live with

them in your home for a few

days. This way you can see how

the pattern and colour work

with the light and size of the

room and alongside your existing 

furniture and fabric.’

Liz Cann, design director, 

Sanderson

‘Interval’ wallpaper in teal and black 

from ‘Albany Performance’ collection, 

£35 per roll, Wallpaperdirect

LEFT ‘Funky Flora Regal’ flock

wallpaper by Barbara Hulanicki,

£55 per roll, Graham & Brown
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6
IN THE PRINT

Most wallpaper is produced by the gravure 
process, which allows colourful, tonal 
designs to be printed at an affordable price. 

Of the other printing methods, digital and hand-
blocking are the most talked-about. Hand-blocking 
is the traditional method of wallpaper printing 
using carved wooden blocks to produce patterns 
with a distinctive look and slight texture. Because 
of their high cost, authentic hand-blocked papers 
are most often used for historical projects. Digital 
printing allows for countless colours to be used in 
designs of photographically fine detail and there is 
complete freedom of pattern repeat, so the process 
can be used to produce murals or friezes. ‘Both 
digital and hand-block printing are expensive and 
used for very top-end designer papers,’ says  
Liz Cann, design director at Sanderson.

‘The Brook’ 

wallpaper from 

‘Archive III’ 

collection, £79 

per 1m panel, 

Morris & Co

H&A GUIDE: Interiors
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7
MAKING MORE OF WALLPAPER

If you’ve ever been tempted by a wallpaper that’s outside
your budget or found yourself with leftover paper too
pretty to throw away, there are plenty of ways of using

small quantities to great effect. A feature wall is one idea but
a similar concept that requires less wallpaper is to decorate
only a chimney breast or inside alcoves. Papering the panels
of a cupboard door is an effective way to show off a favouriteff
wallpaper design, or you could line the interior of a wardrobe
or drawers in a metallic wallpaper or a bold hue to give an

intriguing shot of colour and pattern. Sometimes, small but
original ideas can have the most impact. ‘Try wallpapering
a “headboard” on to a wall to create a piece of art in a master
bedroom,’ suggests Sarah Cole, Farrow & Ball’s marketing 
director. ‘Our “Silvergate” BP852 design will give an elegant
feel.’ Even smaller amounts of paper are great for transforming 
assorted storage boxes into a matching set or for lining drawers.

What’s new for spring

‘Flora and fauna are at the

forefront of a trend for bold

designs, and the popularity

of my “Cathay” collection for

Osborne & Little, which includes

“Penglai” (above), confirms

this. Oriental-inspired motifs

and designs are also seeing

a resurgence. The palette is

generally fresh with watercolour

tones but I am also seeing a lot

of coral and yellows as well as

the classic blue and whites.’

Nina Campbell

‘This season, our key trends

include “Casual Country”,

drawn in calming blue hues (the

paper above is “Pussy Willow”);

“Natural Glamour”, a romantic

collection in a palette of mauves

and metallics; and “Palm

House”, a fresh and vibrant

story in shades of green, which

features foliage, hummingbirds

and exotic flowers to achieve 

a light and airy scheme.’

Josephine Bennett, head of

design, Laura Ashley Home

‘Mulberry Home’s new 

“Bohemian” collection is a

perfect example of the trend 

for pictorial wallpapers, with

digital printing providing more

definition to intricate designs

and infinite colour flexibility.

Another trend is to apply 

a soft burnished lustre to

conventionally printed designs

such as “Torridon” (above),

featuring a Highland scene.’

Val Healy, designer,  

GP & J Baker

‘Spring 2015 brings the “Fusion”

trend in wallcoverings, which

draws inspiration from travel

and far-away places. Examples

include the “Persia” in Indian

blue (above) and “Patagonia”

designs, which come in moody

colours with cobalt and sulphur

accents and have an ethnic

influence inspired by fretwork

and tile patterns. Mix patterns

to create an individual look.’

Kerry Nicholls, interior decor 

buyer, John Lewis

‘Luxurious damask wallpapers

that mimic traditional textile

patterns are set to play an

integral part in interiors this

spring/summer. Feminine

florals and vintage motifs in

striking pattern repeats, such as 

“Vintage Damasks” collection

34130 (above), will create a

sophisticated and grand interior

space. Fresh, subtle colourways

will always remain a perennial

favourite.’ Eloise Olde-Wolbers, 

director, Galerie

ABOVE Wallpapers, from left: ‘Brocade’ 3209, £95 per roll; ‘Silvergate’

BP852, £110 per roll; ‘St Antoine’ BP947, £110 per roll, all Farrow & Ball



8
RESPECTING  

THE PAST

Is wallpaper or paint 
more authentic in a 

period property? That depends 
on the type and age of your 
home. In the 16th century, 
wallpapers were only seen in 
grand houses but by the late 
18th century they were within 
reach of the middle classes. 
‘After 1840, mechanisation 
caused prices to drop and 
wallpaper became widespread,’ 
says Christine Woods, former 
curator (wallpapers) at the 
Whitworth Gallery and editor of 
the Wallpaper History Review. 
‘From the mid-Victorian era, 
people papered every room 
but the quality of the paper 
varied, with the most expensive 
often reserved for the hall and 
parlour.’ Uneven walls have been 
no barrier to using wallpaper: 
19th-century Australian settlers 
even papered straight on to their 
homes’ planked walls.

‘Dinner at Eight’  

wallpaper in ‘Summer’, 

£60 per roll, Fired Earth

H&A GUIDE: Interiors
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PERIOD SETTINGS 
Six of the best wallpapers to enhance period style

REGENCY MORNING ROOM

‘From 1790 to 1815 there was a vogue for 
avant-garde designs. Damasks were chosen 
for state rooms, while smaller designs, such  
as this “Frognal Verditer”, were used else-
where.’ Robert Weston, Hamilton Weston 
Regency mahogany cabinet, Thakeham Furniture

GEORGIAN DRAWING ROOM

‘The subtle colours and elegance of trellis 
designs, such as “Roussillion”, would 
complement the generous proportions of 
a Georgian interior.’ Sarah MacGregor, 
design director, Colefax and Fowler
George III mahogany cupboard, Thakeham Furniture

VICTORIAN DINING ROOM

‘Given the Victorian obsession with all 
things oriental, I would use “Chinese 
Toile”. This colourway works well with 
dark wood furniture.’ Shauna Dennison, 
creative director, Cole & Son 
Balloon-back dining chair, Debenham Antiques

EDWARDIAN BEDROOM

‘Edwardian interiors have a light and 
feminine feel and our “Secret Garden” 
wallpaper in “Belsay” is perfect for  
a restful bedroom.’ Rob Whitaker,  
creative director, Fired Earth 
Dressing table, Sutton Antieks

ARTS AND CRAFTS HALLWAY

‘Our “Bacchus” design was inspired 
by Elizabethan wall painting and has a 
charming handmade look, reflecting the 
the Arts and Crafts ethos.’ Stephen Lewis, 
managing director, Lewis & Wood 
Oak bench, Christian Davies Antiques

MID-CENTURY LIVING ROOM

‘My wallpapers are inspired by the organic 
shapes and symmetry of mid-century 
design. The mustard and grey in “Trumpet 
Leaves” go well with mid-century 
furniture.’ Kiran Ravilious, printmaker 
Teak and afromosia sideboard, The Old Cinema

STOCKISTS
K�Christian Davies 

Antiques 01254 873187; 

christiandaviesantiques.co.uk

K�Cole & Son 020 7376 4628; 

cole-and-son.com

K�Colefax & Fowler  

020 7244 7427; colefax.com

K�Debenham Antiques 01728 

860707; antiquefurniture.tv

K Designers Guild 020 7351 

5775; designersguild.com

K�Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 

farrow-ball.com

K Fired Earth 01295 814396; 

firedearth.com

K�Galerie 01892 700730; 

galeriehome.co.uk

K�GP & J Baker 01202 266700; 

gpandjbaker.com

K�Graham & Brown 0800 328 

8452; grahamandbrown.com

K�Hamilton Weston 020 8940 

4850; hamiltonweston.com

K�Harlequin 0845 123 6815; 

harlequin.uk.com

K John Lewis 03456 049049; 

johnlewis.com

K�Kiran Ravilious 0116 255 

3044; kiranravilious.com

K�Laura Ashley Home 03332 

008009; lauraashley.com

K�Lewis & Wood 01453 878517; 

lewisandwood.co.uk

K�Little Greene 0845 880 5855; 

littlegreene.com

K�Morris & Co 0844 543 9500; 

william-morris.co.uk

K�Mulberry Home 020 7352 

3173; gpandjbaker.com/

mulberry-home/en

K�Nina Campbell 020 3359 

1500; ninacampbell.com

K�The Old Cinema 020 8995 

4166; theoldcinema.co.uk

K�Osborne & Little 020 8812 

3123; osborneandlittle.com

K�Rockett St George 01444 

253391; rockettstgeorge.co.uk

K Sanderson 0844 543 9500; 

sanderson-uk.com

K�Surface View 0118 922 1327; 

surfaceview.co.uk

K�Sutton Antieks 01274 884522; 

suttonantieks.co.uk

K�Thakeham Furniture  

01798 342333; 

thakehamfurniture.co.uk

K�Wallpaperdirect 01323 

430886; wallpaperdirect.com 

K�The Wallpaper History Society 

wallpaperhistorysociety.org.uk

K�The Whitworth 0161 275 7450; 

whitworth.manchester.ac.uk

K�Zoffany 0844 543 4600; 

zoffany.com
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Greens.
Beautiful wallpapers and accessories at wallpaperdirect.com

Pair with the perfect paint at designerpaint.com

Make decorating simple.
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‘AT SOME OF OUR SALES
you can buy a David Hockney print
for between £600 and £800,’ says art
historian Tanya Grigoroglou, senior
specialist in prints and multiples at
Bonhams. She’s referring to a series of
etchings Hockney created in 1960-70 to
illustrate a limited-edition book, Six Fairy
Tales From the Brothers Grimm, that
come up at auction from time to time. In
Bonhams’ spring prints sale there are two
Hockney lithographs estimated at £2,000
to £3,000 each. Imagine: an original
Hockney for the price of a decent holiday.

Unlike paintings by well-known
artists, modern prints are open to art
lovers at every price level, from around
£500 upwards. Big names whose work
can be bought in the hundreds and low

thousands of pounds include Bridget
Riley, John Piper, Graham Sutherland
and Frank Auerbach. Even prints by
fashionable artists such as Grayson Perry
could be affordable if you have a windfall
– a print of his Map of Nowhere went for
£16,250 at Christie’s three years ago.

‘The democracy of printmaking is
that it gives you options at every level
and is an affordable way of connecting
with artists whose paintings are out of
reach,’ says Tanya. While most of us
only ever dream of owning a Lucian
Freud, the top hammer price for one
of his prints, Eli, at £145,250, bears
no relation to the prices achieved by
his paintings (current record £20.4m).

Printmaking has an illustrious
history, beginning with Albrecht Dürer

As Bonhams mounts its

British Master Prints sale,

CAROLINE WHEATER

discovers a booming, and

surprisingly affordable,

market for limited editions

by collectable modern artists

Estimated at a conservative
£15,000-£20,000, the
etching Head of a Naked Girl
by Lucian Freud is a star lot 
in Bonhams’ upcoming sale
British Master Prints. It is
number 22 from an edition
of 46 prints, created in 2000

Deemed a collector’s
prize by virtue of its

Bonhams estimate of
£20,000-£30,000,

The Windmill by Sybill
Andrews was one of

four experimental
proofs aside from
the edition of 60

LIMITED-EDITION PRINTS
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(1471-1528), the Renaissance artist
whose medium was the woodcut, as
seen in his print The Four Horsemen of
the Apocalypse. Rembrandt (1606-69)
had a huge influence too and is known
as ‘the father of etching’ for his elevation
of the technique. ‘Prints from these times
were made in larger quantities and were
used to promote the skills of the artist,’
says Tanya. ‘They would have been
displayed on walls or perhaps collected
by the purchaser for academic reasons
and put into a bound volume.’

Printmaking in Britain
From the 17th to the 19th centuries,
‘decorative printmaking’, as specialists
refer to it, often took the form of
engraved copies of paintings (Turner

and Constable both benefited from this
practice), well-known people and even
celebrated animals such as the Durham
Ox, a huge shorthorn bull of the early
19th century whose image hung over
many a mantelpiece. From the 1860s,
printmaking in Britain was popularised as
London-based painters Sickert, Whistler
and Haden started to make small but
unnumbered editions of prints from
etchings. Although he’s not a household
name today, Sir Francis Seymour Haden,
inspired by the etchings of Rembrandt and
the old masters, tirelessly promoted the
technique and founded the Royal Society
of Painter-Printmakers in 1880, now
based in London’s Bankside Gallery.

The concept of the signed and
numbered limited edition – perhaps 

a run of 50, 75 or 200 prints – is an
idea that has gained currency only
relatively recently. ‘It’s a 20th-century
concept,’ says Tanya. ‘Printmaking has
evolved from being something decorative
to a means of artistic expression in its
own right.’ In Britain, the Grosvenor
School of Art in Pimlico, London, was
particularly influential. Established
in 1925 by artists Claude Flight, Iain
Macnab, Cyril Power and Sybil Andrews,
it promoted the art of the linocut. ‘Lino
was an inexpensive way to make prints
– a readily available material and easier
to carve than wood. Claude Flight saw
it as a modern medium that gave him
the ability to work with colour blocking,
the idea of flow and line, and stark
contrasts.’ Now, the graphic work of

This etching and dry point, A Paris Window, c1922,
is by the sought-after artist CRW Nevinson. Its
estimate in Bonhams’ sale is £2,000-£3,000

Man Ray by David
Hockney is an
artist’s proof, aside
from the original
edition of 100
lithograph prints
made in 1974, and 
carries a Bonhams
estimate of
£2,000-£3,000

Also at Bonhams on
29th April is David
Hockney’s lithograph
Anne Combing Her
Hair, 1979, number
60 from an edition
of 75, estimate
£2,000-£3,000

Pont Royale by
CRW Nevinson is

from an edition of
40 and dates from

1922. Its estimate is
£3,000-£5,000

²
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The artist Sybil Andrews was a linocut expert and
Skaters, 53 of 60 prints, is estimated at £12,000-
£18,000, one of the pricier lots in the Bonhams sale

One that got away
Kaisarion and All His Beauty by David Hockney, 1961

We asked Bonhams prints specialist Tanya
Grigoroglou to name the auction lot
she would have snapped up for her own

collection if money was no object. She picked
David Hockney’s Kaisarion and All His Beauty,
sold at Bonhams last summer for £13,125 (estimate
£6,000 to £8,000). The image was inspired by the
homoerotic poem Alexandrian Kings by Greek
poet CP Cavafy. ‘This print was a rare trial proof
for one of Hockney’s etchings of the early 1960s,’
says Tanya, ‘prior to the artist reworking the
figures and adding a female head, a procession of
people and printing the words in red for the final
published edition of 50. It’s a superbly delicate
impression printed offset. The inky fingerprints in
the margins are a testament to the artistic inception
of this print, the progressive build-up of an image
in such unseen proofs, and the manual labour 
of etching, inking and printing the plate.’

Since his death in 2011, the value of Lucian Freud’s artworks has
rocketed. Freud made this etching, a portrait of the sleeping whippet,
Eli, as an edition of 46 prints in 2002. Eli belonged to David Dawson,

Freud’s studio assistant. In February 2012, a printer’s proof of Eli sold for
the starry price of £145,250 (estimate £50,000 to £70,000) at Christie’s.
This impression of the Eli etching, numbered 21 of 46, is being auctioned
in Christie’s Old Master, Modern and Contemporary Prints sale in London 
on 18th March, with an estimate of £80,000 to £120,000.

AUCTION HITS

All-time high
Eli by Lucian Freud, 2002

these artists is sought-after and fetches
top prices – there are several in the
upcoming Bonhams sale.

The first half of the 20th century
threw up more influential artist-
printmakers, such as Slade School of Art
classmates Paul Nash and Christopher
Richard Wynne (CRW) Nevinson, who
both worked as official war artists on
the Western Front. Afterwards, at the
Royal College of Art, Nash taught the
art of the woodcut to Edward Bawden
and Eric Ravilious, who are often cited
as inspirations by today’s generation
of artists. Between 1916 and 1933,
Nevinson produced 148 series of prints,
including wartime scenes and views 
of London, New York and Paris, and 
is avidly collected today. 

Printmaking became ever more
popular in Britain after the second
world war, says Tanya. ‘The
influential print studio Editions
Alecto commissioned Eduardo
Paolozzi, David Hockney and
Patrick Caulfield, while Kelpra Studio
specialised in silk-screen printing and
garnered Gillian Ayres, Peter Blake
and Allen Jones as contributors.’
Today, Coriander Studio is the name
to watch, working with YBAs such
as Tracey Emin, Damien Hirst and
Rachel Whiteread, plus many other
contemporary artists. Whether it’s the
vibe of the 1930s you like or the 1970s
or the noughties, there’s a rich seam of 
original art waiting to be mined. Q

* British Master Prints takes place on
29th April at Bonhams, 101 New Bond
Street, London, W1S 1SR. 020 7447 7447;
bonhams.com. Estimates start at £2,000
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Big names, tiny prices
Tiger by Henry Moore, 1981

There’s a tradition of artists experimenting with different
mediums – think Picasso with his pots – and this can
be a great way of buying an artist’s work at affordable

prices. Although primarily a
sculptor, Henry Moore also made
etchings and lithographs. Tiger is
one of an edition of etchings from
the Animals in the Zoo portfolio,
published by the Henry Moore
Foundation, the artist’s charity.
Put up for auction with several
other Moore prints in March
2014 in Dreweatts & Bloomsbury’s
Modern and Contemporary Prints
sale, Tiger was snapped up at £600
(estimate £400 to £600).

Under the radar
Southwark by CRW Nevinson, 1918

Regional auction houses are great places to look for potential bargains and can throw
up wonderful items with low estimates. Such was the case with Southwark, a rare
mezzotint (a print made from an engraved copper or steel plate) by CRW Nevinson,

which went up for sale at Brightwells in Leominster, Herefordshire with an estimate of
£3,000 to £5,000. The bidding spiralled upwards to a whopping £47,000 hammer price,
paid by an American phone bidder. In December, Bonhams sold another impression of
the same print for £62,500, proving that Nevinson’s collectability has never been higher.

A lino legacy
Speed Trial by Cyril Power, early 1932

You may not have heard of him but the
artist Cyril Power (1872-1951) has
oomph in the auction room. Power

was one of the founders of the Grosvenor
School of Art in London, which pioneered
the linocut. His bold and colourful prints
captured the zeitgeist and are prized today.
The American owner of this Power linocut,
Speed Trial, number seven of 60 – inspired by
Malcolm Campbell’s Blue Bird, which broke
the land speed record in 1931 – thought it
was worth a few pounds. Bonhams’ experts
instantly knew otherwise and took it back to
London where it sold for £73,250 (estimate
£40,000-£60,000) in April 2013.

²
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LIMITED-EDITION LORE
 Limited editions are small series of prints that
have been signed and numbered by the artist.
Common edition sizes range from 50 (Lucian
Freud’s preferred number) to 75 (CRW Nevinson)
to 250 (Andy Warhol).

 Proofs said to be ‘aside’ from the published
edition will be the artist’s or printer’s proofs
and were intended as presents for associates
and friends. They are not necessarily cheaper.

 Prints from around the 1940s onwards are
uniformly well printed, so the number of your
impression in the edition won’t affect the quality.

TECHNIQUE TALK
The more you learn about prints, the more
fascinating they become. These descriptions
are from the London Original Print Fair:

 Engraving – the image is engraved on to a metal
plate, usually copper, with a sharp tool called a burin.

 Etching – a metal plate is covered in wax and the
image is then drawn into this surface with an etching needle.

 Dry point – a dry point needle is used to draw the
image directly on to a copper plate. The residue copper
is left on the side of the etched lines, which then collect
the ink, creating a furry effect called a ‘burr’.

 Aquatint – often combined with etching, the metal
plate is covered with grains of resin, allowing acid to bite
into the entire area, creating an overall grainy, tonal effect.

Mezzotint – the metal plate is worked with a rocker,
creating a rough surface that will hold ink and produce a
velvety effect. A second tool is used to burnish out areas
intended to be white in the final image.

 Relief prints – most commonly woodcuts and
linocuts where the areas around the image to be printed
are cut away, leaving the image on the block in relief.
The raised areas are inked and transferred on to paper.

 Lithograph – the image is drawn in a greasy
substance on to a lithographic stone. The stone is dampened
with water and the printing ink adheres only to the drawing.

 Screen-print/silk screen – a form of stencil
printing, in which ink is pressed through a fine-mesh screen,
traditionally silk, on to a sheet of paper.

Collecting limited-edition prints
Building up a print collection is a voyage of discovery and delight. Strike it lucky 

with your choice of artists and you may nurture a nest egg for the future, too

PLAN A
PURCHASE
K Before you start buying prints,
it may pay to get your eye in at
exhibitions, print and antiques fairs,
galleries and online auction sites.
You’ll get a good grasp of prices
and what’s available, including
many prints by highly skilled artists
who are not household names.

K Limited editions are often printed
to order. In the primary retail
market, as demand for an edition
grows, prints may become more
expensive so, if you like something
that’s just been released, get in early.

K If you’re buying at auction, check
condition – ask for a condition
report or go to the sale preview days.
Seeing a print in the flesh allows you
to appreciate its scale and nuances.

WHERE
TO BUY
AUCTIONS
K BONHAMS
(020 7447 7447;
bonhams.com) holds
six dedicated ‘prints
and multiples’ sales a
year in London – three
at the New Bond
Street salesroom,
with estimates
starting at around
£2,000, and three
at the Knightsbridge
salesroom, with
estimates starting at
£500. The leading
London auction houses
CHRISTIE’S (020 7839
9060; christies.com)
and SOTHEBY’S (020
7293 5000; sothebys.
com) also hold regular 
sales each year.
K Keep an eye on
fine-art sales at
regional auction
houses too, such
as CHEFFINS,
DREWEATTS &
BLOOMSBURY, HALLS,
LYON & TURNBULL,
ROSEBERYS,
SWORDERS, and
WOOLLEY & WALLIS.

FAIRS
K LONDON ORIGINAL
PRINT FAIR, 23rd
to 26th April, at the
Royal Academy of Arts, 
Piccadilly, London.
020 7439 2000;
londonprintfair.com
K SUMMER
EXHIBITION, 8th June
to 16th Aug, at the
Royal Academy of Arts,
Piccadilly, London.
020 7300 8000;
royalacademy.org.uk

Lill Tschudi was Swiss but trained at the Grosvenor School of
Art, and her linocut Waiters, number 22 of an edition of 50
prints, is estimated by Bonhams at £15,000-£20,000
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THIS PAGE A depiction of 

Napoleon (1769-1821) at the 

time of the Battle of Austerlitz in 

1805. The battle is considered one 

of Napoleon’s greatest tactical 

victories that brought about the 

end of the Holy Roman Empire 

FACING PAGE Napoleon wore 

his iconic bicorn hat side-on 

in order to stand out on the 

battlefield. Enemy soldiers 

referred to him as ‘The Bat’



Few pieces of clothing are as iconic as Napoleon’s bicorn, which he wore side  

to side in order to be recognised on the battlefield. On the eve of the bicentenary  

of Waterloo, Alice Hancock uncovers the story of the emperor’s hat

HAT  
that crowned an  

emperor

The
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N
ever before had
auctioneer Alexandre
Giquello heard
applause before the
opening of a sale.
‘Sometimes at a great

auction people will clap after a lot but
never before,’ he says. ‘The energy in
the room was electric.’

The cause was a black bicorn hat,
measuring 49cm long and just over
20cm high. Not a prepossessing piece
in itself but this hat was one of just
19 in existence known to have belonged
to Napoleon Bonaparte.

Giquello had reason to be excited.
On an estimate of €300,000–€400,000
(£214,000–£285,500), the bids climbed
in heated competition until the hammer
came down at €1.5m (£1.1m), making
the bicorn one of the most expensive
pieces of ‘Napoleonica’ ever sold.

Tattered in places and with a button
missing, the hat’s value came from its
impeccable provenance. It was given to
Napoleon’s cavalry veterinarian Joseph
Giraud in gratitude for his services and
was passed down through the Giraud
family until it was sold to Prince Louis II
of Monaco in 1926.

Louis amassed a collection of
almost 1,000 objects relating to the
Corsican-born emperor. It was this
collection that Giquello’s auction house,
Binoche et Giquello, in collaboration
with fellow Parisian auctioneers Osenat,
sold over a weekend last November.
The hat was the headline lot.

Perhaps only Churchill’s homburg
or Chaplin’s bowler are as instantly
recognisable as Napoleon’s bicorn.
In an era when most men wore bicorn
hats most of the time – as Napoleon
expert Peter Hicks says, ‘[Back then]

not wearing a hat was like not wearing 
underpants’ – it might seem odd that 
Napoleon’s became so iconic. But, in 
fact, his hat was the heart of a carefully 
managed personal marketing campaign.

The bicorn was a descendant of  
the tricorn hat, which came into being 
when Spanish soldiers fighting in
Flanders at the beginning of the 18th 
century pinned their broad brimmed 
hats up at the front and sides. From 
there, the tricorn developed into the 
bicorn, with just the front and back 
folded, in the late 1700s.

Initially worn side to side (‘athwart’),
wearing bicorns front to back became
the popular style from the late 1790s –
except for Napoleon who, in order to
be recognised on the battlefield, insisted
on wearing his athwart. ‘Napoleon
decided early on to use the hat as
an advertisement for himself,’ says

Hicks. The hat
formed part of
a campaign that
also involved a
self-promoting
newspaper, Le
Bulletin de la
Grande Armée,
letters about
himself written in
the third person
and the decision
to always wear a
grey coat over the
uniform of the
Grenadier Guards

The most intriguing ‘Napoleonica’ at auction

FROM LEFT Staff at the Osenat auction 

house in Fontainebleau present the hat 

that sold for €1.5m (£1.1m); French 

artist Jacques-Louis David’s painting 

Napoleon Crossing the Alps was a highly 

idealised version of events. In fact, 

Bonaparte crossed the mountains on 

a mule; Napoleon le Grand by Auguste 

Desnoyers and François Gérard, c1805

A CORDIAL GLASS reputedly

owned by Napoleon was

sold in 2011

for £10,800.

A British man

bought it as a

souvenir of Elba,

where Napoleon

was imprisoned

in 1814.

A SCRAP OF WALLPAPER

from Napoleon’s bedroom

during his imprisonment

on St Helena was sold for

£1,250 in 2003. It is one

of the few surviving pieces

of wallpaper from the

room which, legend has

it, caused his death due

to arsenic in the dye.

A 19TH-CENTURY AGATE

CAMEO of Napoleon is one

of the standout pieces in

Bonhams’ Waterloo Sale

on 1st April. It is

based on the bust

of Napoleon

by Canova

(est £15,000-

£20,000).

A LOVE LETTER FROM

NAPOLEON TO HIS EMPRESS,

Josephine de Beauharnais,

sold for £276,000 in July

2007 after being discovered

in a laundry room. It was

one of only three known

letters that Napoleon

sent to Josephine before

their marriage.
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WELLINGTON: TRIUMPHS,

POLITICS AND PASSIONS

A look at how the portrait helped the

Duke of Wellington create his own myth.

National Portrait Gallery, London,

WC2H 0HE. Until 7th June.

020 7306 0055; npg.org.uk

SHARED DESTINIES This exhibition

in Waterloo shows that Wellington and

Napoleon shared more than just the year

of their birth. Musée Wellington, Waterloo,

Belgium. Until 31st July. +32 02 357 28 60;

museewellington.be

WATERLOO 1815 – THE BATTLE

FOR PEACE A display of a wealth of

objects, including Wellington’s battle orders.

Pop across the road to see Apsley House,

where the duke celebrated his victory.

Wellington Arch, London, W1J 7JZ.

020 7930 2726; english-heritage.org.uk

WATERLOO AT WINDSOR

1815-2015 Visit the chamber George IV

had created to celebrate the men who fought

in the Battle of Waterloo. Windsor Castle,

Berkshire, SL4 1NJ. Until 31st January 2016.

020 7766 7304; royalcollection.org.uk

WATERLOO IN 100 OBJECTS

This new book by Gareth Glover (The History

Press, £25), with a foreword by historian

Andrew Roberts, explores the history of

the battle through 100 objects, one of

which is Napoleon’s hat.

BONAPARTE AND THE BRITISH:

PRINTS AND PROPAGANDA

IN THE AGE OF NAPOLEON

A display of the biting cartoons and printed

work that glorified and vilified the French

general. The British Museum, London,

WC1B 3DG. Until 16th August.

020 7323 8299; britishmuseum.org

CELEBRATE  
THE BICENTENARY  

OF WATERLOO

Irish painter William Sadler was one of the 

many artists that depicted the Battle of 

Waterloo, where Napoleon met his final defeat

or that of Les Chasseurs, the light 
cavalry of the Imperial Guard. 

Each year the emperor would have 
four hats made to exacting specifications 
by Poupard et Compagnie. No leather 
was allowed (Napoleon was allergic to 
it) and many of the hats had extra lining 
as he hated having a cold head. His chief 
valet Constant wore each hat in before it 
was allowed to grace the imperial head.

‘The hats were unshowy. Napoleon 
wanted to be seen as a man of the 
people,’ explains Hicks. ‘Everything was 
designed to make him seem smaller, 
which is why he was known as le petit 
corporal and his hat as le petit chapeau.’

Such was the success of the story of 
the little corporal who rose to become 
emperor of France that it continues to 
spread. His tale was appropriated as a 
symbol of the American dream when the 
essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson declared 
Napoleon ‘the idol of the common man’ 
in his 1850 text Representative Men. 
More recently, it has been adopted in 
east Asia. ‘You can see the appeal for 
Korean and Japanese businessmen,’ says 
Peter Hicks. ‘Hard work is key to their 
culture and the Napoleon myth gives 
credence to their new-found wealth.’

It’s no surprise then that, on 15th 
November, it was a South Korean food 
company called Harim that paid €1.5m 
for the bicorn. It will take pride of place 
in the foyer of its new office block in 
Seoul, a long way from the battlefields of 
Europe where it first saw service. Now 
what would Napoleon make of that? Q
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Key stories in the history of

2THE NORTHERN LINE
From as far back as the 18th century the North East has had a
rich tradition of quilt-making. It was work taken on by women
in mining communities to supplement their husbands’ wages or,

for those without husbands, in order to survive. The quilts produced in
Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmorland and even further
south in Yorkshire were ‘wholecloths’ as opposed to ‘patchworks,’ with the
patterns formed by the stitching providing the detail and beauty of the piece.
According to Beamish Museum’s Kate Reeder, all manner of daily minutiae
would inspire the designs: shells, drinking glasses, feathers, even the back of a
bentwood chair. The industry
declined in the 20th century,
but it had a resurgence in
mid-century thanks to the
efforts of quilters such as
Amy Ems, seen here standing
in the white shirt with her
quilting class in Sunderland.

IN PRAISE

OF PADDED

WOOL

The quilt, as a
bedcover stitched with a
decorative design to hold
warm padding in place,
emerged sometime in the
18th century, but as fans
of BBC TV’s Wolf Hall will
know, quilted clothing
existed long before that.
Medieval knights such as
Chaucer’s Sir Thopas, with
his ‘quilted haketon’, wore
a padded quilted jacket
under their chain mail for
warmth and protection.
In some cultures this
continued into the late
19th century, as this
Sudanese example shows.

THE QUILT
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Women from 
the Durham 
Women’s 
Voluntary 
Service show 
off one of their 
quilts in 1948
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From early clothing, to ornate bedcovers, to contemporary works of art, the seemingly humble 

quilt has had a rich and varied history. Dominique Corlett unpicks the stories behind the 

subject in the first of a new series presenting an antique in a series of snapshots

KING OF QUILTS
It was a trip to a Scottish woollen mill 
50 years ago that sparked Kaffe Fassett’s 
fascination with colour and textile. Since 
then the San Francisco-born designer, who 
has lived in England since the 1960s, has 
dedicated his life to making quilts, designing 
patterns and promoting the craft. His 
latest exhibition, at the Quilt Museum in 
York, features 15 new quilts, which hang 
alongside 15 antique quilts from the museum’s 
collection that inspired them. Ancestral Gifts 
is at the Quilt Museum until 5th September. 

RISE

OF THE

MACHINES

Sewing machines were
first developed in the 1850s with
American company Singer leading
the way. It put its first domestic
model the ‘turtleback’ on the market 
in 1856. It was around this time that 
machine-stitched quilts, which can 
be recognised by their small even 
stitches, started to appear. 

3

STAR STAMPER
Professional quilters of the 1800s 
needed a lot of floor space to draw 

out a design on a quilt top, something often 
lacking in a miner’s tiny cottage. In such cases 
tops could be sent to a ‘stamper’, who would 
draw the design and send it back ready for 
stitching. Elizabeth Sanderson, of Allendale, 
Northumberland (who died in 1934) became 
famous for her star designs, and went on to 
set up a school to train girls as stampers.

THE

CLARIDGES 

EFFECT

Claridges was one of several 
top London hotels providing a ray of 
sunshine to rural quilters in the interwar 
years by ordering quilts for its rooms. 
The scheme, set up by the short-lived 
Rural Industries Bureau, produced some 
of the finest quilts of the time, but was 
abandoned with the outbreak of war. 
The industry fell into terminal decline.
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AMISH QUILTING BEES

‘The Amish are renowned for the fine quality of their quilting,’ says Kate
Hebert, collections manager at the American Museum in Bath, so it seems
surprising that they came to it relatively late, producing little before the

1880s. But slowly and steadily, with scant regard to fashion, they made the craft
their own, with women turning out exquisite hand-sewn pieces for use at home and
for dowries. The simple and graphic early designs share much in common with those
of the Welsh (see right), who would have been neighbouring settlers in America. But
thanks to the Amish ethos of shunning the modern world and its distractions, its hand-
quilting tradition has outlived that of Wales and is one of the few that survives today.

ART FROM THE VALLEYS

A hundred years before painter Mark Rothko
was wowing New York with his bold canvasses
in shades of red and black, quilters in South
Wales were producing equally striking geometric
designs. The mid 19th century saw a surge in the
production of Welsh flannel, the indigenous textile
made from wool, and mostly dyed red, black or
blue (sometimes green). This provided the cottage
industry of quilters, which thrived for almost
100 years, with a plentiful supply of punchy
raw material for its patchworks, such as this one
made in Llandeilo, c1880. ‘The women who made
these quilts were uneducated and would not have
been exposed to art, so they are really rather
remarkable,’ says Jen Jones, a dealer and expert in
Welsh quilts. This style dominated in the region
until the latter part of the 19th century when
fashion moved on to the single-colour wholecloth.

SUBVERTING THE FORM
Quilts have featured heavily in the confessional and
provocative work of artist Tracey Emin, who credits
her first quilt, Hotel International (1993), with
helping launch her career. To Meet My Past, a brass
bed made up with quilts and blankets with slogans on
them, was included in the V&A retrospective Quilts
1700–2010. According to Tate Modern’s Elizabeth
Manchester, Tracey’s quilts ‘transform the concept
of the traditionally nurturing feminine craft into an
arena for angry self-expression’. Tracey says: ‘Quilt-
making has always been considered a craft, never in
the realms of fine art… I feel that my practice has
changed some of these conceptions.’
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10
THE FINER DETAIL When this Broderie Perse quilt arrived as one of a pair 
to be sold at Christie’s South Kensington, in 2008, textiles expert Pat Frost knew it was 
something special. Made by a well-to-do young lady for her wedding trousseau, but put 
away when she never married, it had been kept carefully by generations of her family and 

was in such good condition that the chintz still retained its original glaze. Made between 1815 and 1820 
by Miss Caroline Danby of Cambridge, it is a skilled example of a needlework style fashionable among 
genteel sewers of the time. The pheasant and palm tree and flower motifs were cut from an expensive 
Indian chintz and hand-sewn to a top of European linen before being quilted. ‘This was not a commercial 
piece but something to showcase the maker’s sewing skills, a valuable commodity in the marriage market,’  
says Pat. Her instincts about its specialness were proved right when it sold for a record £7,500.
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Wholecloth
A single-piece quilt,
surface quilted, with
a central motif and
border patterns

 Patchwork
Many pieces of
different fabric
stitched into one
large creation

 Appliqué
Different-shaped
pieces of material laid
out to form a pattern
on a single top piece
and then stitched on

 Thrift
Recycled old clothes
and blankets cut up
and pieced together
in different patterns.
Often of Irish origin

 Strippy
Long, vertical strips,
or stripes, of two
colours with surface
quilting (often of
feathers) on top

Medallion
Made to celebrate a
state or royal event.
A central motif,
usually in a square
or diamond, and
patchwork border

 Embroidered
Some of the earliest
quilts: usually a
thinner coverlet,
patterned with
surface embroidery

Caring for antique quilts

I
f you find a silk or cotton
quilt you love while
rummaging at a fair, don’t
be put off if it is grubby as
it’s amazing how well it will

come up with a good soak.
The first thing I do is to dip a

corner into a bucket of hot water
and leave for 10 to 15 minutes to
check it is colourfast. If it’s silk,
don’t make the water too hot. The
colour that is most likely to run
is red, but more often than not
you’re safe. Next, fill up a bath
and add a natural enzyme stain
remover like Biotex, but don’t use
anything more harsh. Soak for
6 to 24 hours and you can get rid
of mould, organic stains and even
yellowing from light damage. The
only thing you won’t shift is rust.

Rinse it three or four times
until the water runs clear and
gently squeeze it out, but don’t
wring it. Next, take it outside
and get a friend to take the other
end, then twist it gently into a rope to get more water out.
Then line dry it in the sun, which will help bleach out any
remaining marks. Unless the quilt is very old, tumble driers
are great as they fluff up the filling nicely.

I always recommend that people put their quilt on a bed
where it can be used and enjoyed – only the oldest and most
delicate need to be hung on a wall. Once you’ve removed the
stains there’s no reason why you can’t wash it in the washing
machine. Just use a gentle wash and spin cycle and a mild
non-bio detergent, which will help preserve the colours.

If you’re prepared to put a bit of effort in, you could bring
home something really beautiful for under a hundred pounds.
Even tears and worn patches wouldn’t put me off, especially
on a patchwork quilt, as oddments of fabric suitable for
replacing patches are widely available from textile fairs.

K Antique Textile
Fairs, held by The
Textile Society
in Manchester
(March) and London
(October). The society
also holds study days.
0207 923 0331;
textilesociety.org.uk 

K Polly Lyster fabrics.
01453 885036;
dyeworks.co.uk
K Jen Jones Welsh
quilts. 01570 480610;
jen-jones.com
K Christie’s South
Kensington. 020 7930
6074; christies.com

K Antique Quilts
and Textiles. 01305
264914; antiquequilts 
andtextiles.co.uk
K Velvet Ribbon.
velvetribbon.co.uk
K Rebecca’s Aix
Home. 07786 264813;
rebeccasaixhome.com

WHERE TO BUY

Polly Lyster, a quilter and hand dyer who collects and deals in

antique fabrics, explains how to bring an old quilt back to life

WHERE TO SEE

K American Museum, Claverton
Manor, Bath, BA2 7BD. 01225
460503; americanmuseum.org
K Beamish Museum, Beamish,
County Durham, DH9 0RG.
0191 370 4000; beamish.org.uk
K Quilt Museum and Gallery, St
Anthony’s Hall, Peasholme Green,
York, YO1 7PW. 01904 613242;
quiltmuseum.org.uk
K The Welsh Quilt Centre, High St,
Lampeter, Ceredigion, SA48 7BB.
01570 422088; welshquilts.com
K V&A Museum, Cromwell Road,
London SW7 2RL. 020 7942 2000;
vam.ac.uk 

K Traditional British Quilts by
Dorothy Osler (Batsford, 1991) 
K Quilting by Avril Colbyg
(Batsford, 1993)
K Traditional Amish Quilts by Rachels
Pellman (HarperCollins, 1986)
K Welsh Quilts by Jen Jones
(Towy, 1997)
K Classic Quilts by Kate Herbert
(The American Museum in 
Britain, 2009)

WHAT TO READ

Queen Kapi’olani’s Fan Quilt, an early
20th-century Hawaiian example from
The American Museum in Britain
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Totally handcrafted, your furniture will be lovingly
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leading design houses including Sanderson, Ross, Linwood,
William Morris, Swaffer and many more.

When you request our reupholstery service, our expert
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your furniture, before reupholstering it to its former glory.

Simply request a FREE design consultation and your local
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There’s no better way to spend a Saturday in May than browsing vintage and

antiques stalls in the glorious setting of Eridge Park, near Tunbridge Wells

T
he Decorative Living Fair

was started 10 years ago

by friends Caroline Zoob

and Hetty Purbrick, and this year

marks the first time that it’s taking

place on a Saturday. ‘Over the years

so many people have begged us to

hold it at a weekend, so we thought

it would be a good way to celebrate,’

says Caroline. ‘We are really hoping

people will come and spend the day

browsing, buying, and chatting with

friends and family over lunch in the

cafe overlooking the park, which is

not normally open to the public.’

Caroline and Hetty choose each

year’s stallholders with great care

to ensure there is a variety of vintage

and antiques stands, as well as a

balance between old and new. They

care passionately about stand display.

‘Our exhibitors make great efforts to

make their stalls look beautiful. It is

really exciting to see them all come

together on set up day,’ says Hetty.

The fair is also a good place to

find beautiful contemporary pieces,

such as the lace-inspired Valérie

Casado ceramics sold by new

exhibitor Swoon Lounge. ‘We are

also committed to exhibitors who

rework vintage ingredients to create

new items, whether it is fashion or

jewellery, or the lights made from

vintage jelly moulds by new exhibitors

Folly & Glee,’ says Caroline.

The layout of the fair has been

designed to make sure that, whatever

the weather, people can browse and

shop under cover while still enjoying

the views. Homes & Antiques readers

have the chance to receive one of 25

pairs of free tickets – see the box on

the right for details of how to apply.

2005-15: CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF

THE DECORATIVE LIVING FAIR
AT ERIDGE PARK

FREE TICKETS
Early-bird entry is normally £11 

but Homes & Antiques has 25 

pairs of tickets to give away 

to the first 25 people who send 

an email with their address 

to sales@carolinezoob.co.uk. 

Applications limited to one  

per household.

IN BRIEF
Date Saturday 16th May, 9.30am–5pm

Address Eridge Park, Eridge Green,

Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 9JT

Tickets Entry from 9.30am, £11; entry from

11am, £7.50; free entry after 4pm. Advance

tickets available from carolinezoob.co.uk

SPECIAL 

OFFER
LIMITED 

AVAILABILITY

H&A
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The H&A
SURVIVAL GUIDE TO…

Summer 
fairs

Rosanna Morris reveals how to plan the perfect antiquing day trip
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The antiques fair. It has many guises.
Outdoor. Indoor. A muddy field. A prestigious venue 
in London’s Chelsea. Bric-a-brac. Museum-quality
works. In the spring and summer there are more events  
to choose from than usual and they’re bigger than ever. 
But which one is right for you? Do you want to return 
home with a dining table or a lobster pot? If you’ve  
never visited a fair before, where is best to start? And 
is it acceptable to haggle? Read on to find out…

T
hese events, whether flea
markets or high-end affairs 
in the city, are great places
to pick up furniture and other
interesting, one-off pieces for

your home. The ever-popular Sunbury
Antiques Market, known as Kempton,
attracts decorators, designers, traders and
celebrities and is a brisk buying frenzy that
kicks off at 6.30am every other Tuesday.

Malvern Flea, on the other hand,
in the shadow of the Malvern Hills in
the Worcestershire countryside, is a more
laid-back Sunday outing. Then there is
Newark, with its 2,500 stands, 80 acres
and 10 halls, and where you’re handed
a map at the gate.

The best piece of advice that any
experienced antiques fair aficionado can
offer is to arrive early. Never has the
adage ‘the early bird catches the worm’
been more relevant. If you’re buying

usly, you need to be in the queue
poised to pounce on the best deals
re the gates even open.
o help you make the most of your
uing trip, we’ve brought together a
of hints and tips from savvy experts.
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WHAT 

THE

EXPERTS 

SAY

Fairs are great places to 
start or add to collections

Vintage 
gardenalia 
can add a 
finishing touch 
to outdoor 
spaces

love theseWe
med mapsfram
Kemptonat K

FAVOURITE FAIR
K The Decorative Antiques &
Textiles Fair, Battersea Park.

TOP TIP
KWork the hall or the ground
methodically. I always go
shopping with nothing particular
in mind. That way I let things
jump out at me.

KMost markets have knick-
knacks and some things might
not be the genuine article, so
find the real dealers and speak
to them. Don’t think you’ll
get something for nothing just
because it’s a market. If it’s too
cheap there’s always a reason.

K I have collected many things
over the years and then sold the
collections. I currently have a
series of busts made of different
materials and my wife collects
20th-century coloured glass,
mostly from the Belgian factory
Val Saint Lambert, but also some
English and Italian glass. Things
look so much better when they 
are in large collections.

Marc Weaver, director of
Guinevere, Kings Road,
London
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FAVOURITE FAIR
K Newark.

TOP TIP
K Always go round the fair
twice, as you will often miss
something the first time.

K I look for anything that
is completely different,
particularly if there is a
collection of the item that
would make a good display.

K I always buy steaming
hot coffee and freshly made
bacon sandwiches. There’s no
better way to set yourself up
for a day’s antiques hunting.

ARRIVE EARLY. Queues
often form before the gates
open. The best things sell in
the first couple of hours.

CASH IS KING. Take lots
of cash as not all events
have cash machines.

KEEP AN EYE ON THE
FORECAST. Some outdoor 
events can have fewer
stands in wet weather.

IF YOU WANT TO BUY
something that is too big
to take home, ask the
stallholder if they deliver.

KEEP AN OPEN MIND.
You may well find something
you love that’s not
necessarily the thing you
were looking for.

CONSIDER
TRANSPORT. Think about
whether you might need
to take a sack truck, put
a roof rack on your car or
even hire a van.

IF YOU PLAN TO BUY
A LOT and don’t want to
traipse back and forth to
the car park, ask dealers
if they can hold on to your
purchases until you’re ready 
to pick them up.

DO NOT HESITATE.
If you really like something 
and the price is right, 
pounce on it.

BUY WHAT YOU LOVE.
Don’t fret too much about
whether something is worth
the money or if it’s a good
investment. If you like it,
that’s enough. That said,
avoid paying high prices
for something you don’t
know about. Remember,
you can’t return the item 
or get a refund.

H&A
SURVIVAL 
TIPS

Collections of similar items
can make for striking displays

FAVOURITE FAIR
K I have two. Antiques for
Everyone at the NEC in
Birmingham and any of the
fairs organised by IACF,
particularly Ardingly.

TOP TIP
K Turn left when walking
into a fair. Most people tend
to turn right, or walk straight
ahead. That way, if you’re
early enough, you can be
among the first to see certain
stands. Depending on the
fair, I also always try to
head for the ‘casuals’ or
amateur dealers first, even
if it means a cold and wet
walk, as many of them 
are outside.

K I look out for Victorian
glass from Bohemia or
Great Britain. Most people
think or are told it’s
unfashionable so it isn’t
even looked at or picked
up. But the more decorative
designs work incredibly well
in maximalist interiors. It’s
also often very affordable
– I haven’t spent more than
£22 on a piece so far.

K I also collect all sorts of
things from the 20th century,
from fat lava (1960s-70s West
German studio pottery) to
mid-century modern Italian
ceramics to post-war Czech 
glass, which I deal in.

Mark Hill, Antiques
Roadshow expert and
presenter of BBC Two’s 
Collectaholics

Julian Brown of I & JL
Brown, Kings Road, 
London

FAVOURITE FAIR
K Kempton (Sunbury
Antiques Market).

TOP TIP
K If you have something
particular in mind, note
down room measurements
and take a tape measure 
along with you.

K Normally I have a shopping
list if it is for the business.
If I’m buying for myself, I’ll
have something specific in
mind, such as a mirror for  
a spare room.

KMy favourite buys are
the ones I wasn’t looking
for. Markets are great for
furnishing your home, as
the pieces you buy will more
often than not be one-offs.

Geraldine James, home
buying manager for
Selfridges and author
of Flea Market Secrets

TOP TIP
K If you fall in love with
something, don’t hesitate
to buy it otherwise someone 
else will.else will.

Richard Burgoin,
organiser of Lincolnshire
Antiques & Home Show

TOP TIP
K Know what’s trending.
At the moment it’s all
about industrial vintage.

Edward Cruttenden,
organiser of Sunbury 
Antiques Market



14 4  H&A M AY 2015

WHICH FAIR?
Think about whether you
are looking for the chance
to rootle in boxes of petit
four moulds and letterpress
type or whether it’s a more
curated offering you’re after.
If you want to take your dog
along and buy something
because you love it rather
than for its collectability, for
example, try Shepton flea. If
you want something that has
been vetted for authenticity,
go for an event such as
Antiques for Everyone
at Birmingham NEC.

WHAT TO WE AR
For outdoor events where
you’re likely to walk
for miles (you may spot
regulars on bikes), comfy
shoes are a must. With
the unpredictable British
weather, it’s also advisable
to dress in layers and plan
for a varied set of weather
conditions. It’s not easy to
browse while holding an
umbrella, so make sure you
have a raincoat in your car
in case the heavens open.
The sun can also catch you
out, so having sun cream
and a hat to hand will mean
you don’t have to duck into
the shade if the sun does 
make an appearance.

WHERE TO
START
Arriving early has its
advantages. Not only can
you park closer to the
action and be one of the
first to spot the best buys,
you can also grab a bit of
breathing space to execute
a quick circuit of the fair
and get your bearings before
the hordes stampede. By
knowing roughly where
everything is, you can save
time as you make a beeline
for your favourite stands.

FUEL FOR
THE FAIR
It goes without saying that
you can’t achieve much
on an empty stomach.
Organisers have upped their
game in recent years and
some events offer really tasty
fare. But there are still some
where pasties and chips are
your only sustenance. If
you’re not too fussy an eater,
though, it’s fun to embrace
this – otherwise take
a packed lunch or find a
good eaterie in the vicinity.

STRENGTH IN
NUMBERS
Attending a fair is not
always easy on your own.
Taking a friend along or 

visiting as a group means
you have extra muscle for
anything heavy, someone
else’s opinion and general
encouragement, which is
always good when shopping.
What’s more, it’s fun. Just
don’t think about what
might happen when two
of you both spot something
you want at the same time.

HOW TO 
NEGOTIATE
Haggling is part of the
culture of an antiques fair
and they’re all the more
fun for it. Don’t forget that
negotiating is a two-way
thing, though. Some dealers
may have a fixed price but 
others may be willing to
meet you halfway. ‘Haggling
should be fun so don’t take
it too seriously,’ says Edward
Cruttenden, organiser of
Sunbury Antiques Market.
‘Obviously the end goal is
to try to get the purchase
price down to as low as
possible but, in doing so,
also try and build up a
rapport with the dealer
– they may be more open 
to negotiation if they like 
you! Also, if you’re buying
multiple items, it’s no
problem to ask for an extra
discount to reflect the bulk 

nature of your purchase
and don’t be afraid to
ask the dealer if there is
anything they can do on
a price or what their
“best price” is for an  
item or items.’

TR ADE DAYS
Some fairs will have an early
opening time, an afternoon 
or a whole preview day
aimed at traders – shop
buyers, interior designers
and other professionals
– who will pay a higher
admission fee in order
to have first dibs on the
offerings. Some are strictly
trade-only and registration is
required, while others can be
open to anyone. It’s worth
enquiring. ‘Members of the
public are welcome to attend
the first day at Lincoln
but they will have to pay
a bit more for admission,’
says Richard Burgoin, who
organises the Lincolnshire
Antiques & Home Show.
‘We advise people that if
they are looking to buy
multiple items at the best
prices, it could be worth
their while to attend on
the trade day to get the best
bargains. The previews at
our salvage shows are for
traders only, though.’

PLAN YOUR DAY

THIS IMAGE  

AND LEFT Items 
on offer at the 
Carmarthen market
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SUMMER FAIRS NOT TO MISS

Perfect for…
BEGINNERS

Intimate, friendly and some
feel more like a village fete.

BAT H V IN TAGE &
AN T IQUES MARKE T
Held three times a
month on every first,
third and last Sunday.
Green Park Station,
Green Park Road, Bath,
BA1 1JB. 9.30am-4pm.
Free. 07723 611249;
vintageandantiques.co.uk

DECOR AT I VE HOME
& SALVAGE SHOW
Held at Ripley Castle,
Harrogate from 15th-17th
May; Tatton Park, Knutsford
from 12th-14th June;
Loseley Park, Guildford
from 17th-19th July; and
Cheshire Showground,
Tabley from 7th-9th August.
10am-5pm. £5. 01298
27493; asfairs.com

T HE DECOR AT I VE
L I V ING FA IR
16th May. Eridge Park,
Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
TN3 9JT. 10am-5pm.
£10 (early bird entry,
from 9.30am), £7.50
(standard ticket, after
11am). 01435 883136;
carolinezoob.co.uk

AN T IQUE S IN T EN T S
17th May. Burton Court,
Eardisland, Herefordshire,
HR6 9DN. 10am-5pm.
£4. 01544 267033;
antiquesintents.co.uk

MALVERN F LE A &
COLLEC TORS FA IR
25th May, 28th June,
31st August. Three
Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcestershire,
WR13 6NW. 7.30am-
3.30pm. £4.
01636 676531;
b2bevents.info

NE WBURY AN T IQUE S &
COLLEC TORS FA IR
29th June and 24th August.
Newbury Racecourse,
Newbury, Berkshire, RG14
7NZ. 10am-4pm. £10
(before 10am), £5
(10am onwards).
01636 702326; 
iacf.co.uk

Perfect for…
THE

SEASONED PRO
Fast-paced and mostly
held midweek, these fairs
are where any professional
worth their salt goes to buy.
You’ll find enough to furnish
your whole home
in a few hours.

SUNBURY AN T IQUE S 
MARKE T
Held on the second
and last Tuesday of the
month. Sunbury Antiques
Market, Kempton Park
Racecourse, Staines Road
East, Sunbury-on-Thames,
Middlesex, TW16 5AQ.
6.30am-2pm. Free.
01932 230946;
sunburyantiques.com

L INCOLNSHIRE 
AN T IQUES &
HOME SHOW
1st-2nd June and 17th-
18th August. Lincolnshire 
Showground, Grange-
de-Lings, Lincoln,
LN2 2NA. 8am-5pm.
£20 (Monday), £5
(Tuesday). 01298 
27493;
asfairs.com

NE WARK 
IN T ERN AT ION AL 
A N T IQUE S &
COLLEC TORS FA IR
4th-5th June and
20th-21st August.
Newark &
Nottinghamshire
Showground, Newark,

Nottinghamshire, NG24
2NY. Thursday, 9am-6pm,
£20 (includes Friday
entry). Friday, 8am-4pm,
£5. 01636 702326; 
iacf.co.uk

ARDINGLY 
IN T ERN AT ION AL 
A N T IQUE S &
COLLEC TORS FA IR
23rd-24th June and 21st-
22nd July. South of England
Showground, Ardingly, nr
Haywards Heath, West
Sussex, RH17 6TL. £20
Tuesday, £5 Wednesday. 
01636 702326; 
iacf.co.uk

Perfect for…
A ROOTLE

Expect boxes of crockery
and large salvaged pieces
deposited on grass and
tarmac, where there may 
always be a treasure
lurking. Who knows
what you will find?

BUILT H WELL S 
IN T ERN AT ION AL 
A N T IQUE S &
COLLEC TORS FA IR
2nd-3rd May. Royal Welsh
Showground, Builth Wells,
Powys, LD2 3SY. Saturday,
8.30am-5pm, £10 (before
10am), £5 (after 10am).
Sunday, 10am-5pm, 

£5. 01584 873634;
continuityfairs.co.uk

CARMAR T HEN 
AN T IQUES &
FLE A MARKE T
17th May, 21st June, 26th
July. United Counties
Showground, Nantyci,
Carmarthen, SA33 5DR.
10am-4pm. £4. 01267
236569; towyevents.co.uk

SALVO FA IR
27th-28th June. Fawley Hill,
Henley-on-Thames, RG9
6JA. 11am-5pm.
£9. 01225 422300;
salvo-fair.com

SHEP TON G IAN T F LE A
AND COLLEC TORS
MARKE T
19th July. The Royal Bath &
West Showground, Shepton
Mallet, BA4 6QN. 9.30am-
4pm. £3.50. 01278
784912; sheptonflea.com

Perfect for…
THOSE WHO

LIKE A CURATED,
ST YLED DISPLAY
Held in smart venues, these
events tend to have room
sets, good names and
prices to match.

T HE PE T WOR T H PARK 
A N T IQUE S
& F INE AR T FA IR

th-10th May. The8t
arquee, Petworth HouseMa

nd Park, Petworth, Westan

Sussex, GU28 0QY. Opening
times vary. £10. 01797
252030; petworthparkfair.
com

MIDCEN T URY
SHOW E AS T
17th May. Erno Goldfinger’s
Haggerston School,
Weymouth Terrace, London,
E2 8LS. 10am-4pm. £9.
modernshows.com

AR T AN T IQUE S
LONDON
12th-18th June. Albert
Memorial West Lawn,
Kensington Gardens,
London, SW7 (opposite the
Royal Albert Hall). Opening
times vary. £15. 020 7389
6555; haughton.com

OLY MPIA 
IN T ERN AT ION AL AR T
& AN T IQUE S FA IR
18th-28th June. Olympia
National, Olympia London,
Kensington, London, W14
8UX. Opening times vary.
£20 (£15 advance). £100
preview day (18th June).
olympia-art-antiques.com

T HE COT SWOLDS 
DECOR AT I VE 
AN T IQUES &
F INE AR T FA IR
14th-16th August.
Westonbirt School,
Tetbury, Gloucestershire,
GL8 8QG. 11am-5pm. £5. 
01278 784912;
cooperevents.com

A N T IQUE S FOR
E VERYONE

rd-26th July. Halls 17-19,23
C, Birmingham, B40NE
T. 11am-6pm (11am-1N
m Sunday). £15 (£125p
vance). 0844 581 0827;ad
tiquesforeveryone.co.uk ant
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This summer’s essential fairs, whether you’re looking for high-end purchases or a relaxed rummage



NORTH &
SCOTLAND
2nd Then & Now Fair, The Bonar Hall,

Dundee, DD1 1PB. 10am-4.30pm.

Free. antiquesandcollectorsfairs.com

3rd AdVintageous Vintage Fair,

The Spa, South Bay, Scarborough,

North Yorkshire, YO11 2HD. 10am-

5pm. £2.50. advintageous.co.uk

3rd Vintage Bazaar, Inglis Hall, Edzell,

Angus, DD9 7TF. 11am-4pm. Free.

01356 648732; wefancythat.co.uk

3rd Discover Vintage – Manchester,

Victoria Baths, Hathersage Road,

Manchester, M13 0FE. 11am-4pm.

£2.50. 0113 345 8699;

discovervintage.co.uk

4th Chic Vintique Fair, The Town

Hall, Market Place, Richmond, North

Yorkshire, DL10 4QL. 9.30am-3.30pm.

50p. 07779 342782; brevents.co.uk

8th-10th Galloway Antiques

& Fine Art Fair, Arley Hall, near

Knutsford, Cheshire, CW9 6NA.

10.30am-5pm. £5. 01423 522122;

gallowayfairs.co.uk

9th-10th Edinburgh Antiques &

Collectors Fair, The Royal Highland

Centre, Ingliston, EH28 8NB. 10am-

4.30pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun. £4.

01636 676531; b2bevents.info

9th-10th Vintage & Handmade

Wedding Fair, Cliffe Castle

Museum, Spring Gardens Lane,

Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD10 6LH.

11am-3.30pm. 07985 181120;

roseandbrownvintage.co.uk

10th Vintage Village, Stockport

Covered Market Hall, Market Place,

Stockport, SK1 1EU. 10am-4pm. £2.

thevintagevillage.co.uk

14th-17th The Annual Buxton

Antiques Fair, Buxton Pavilion,

St Johns Road, Buxton, Derbyshire,

SK17 6BE. Opening times vary. £5.

01278 784912; cooperevents.com

15th-17th Decorative Home & Salvage

Show, Ripley Castle, Harrogate,

North Yorkshire, HG3 3AY. 10am-5pm.

£5. 01298 27493; asfairs.com

22nd-24th Galloway Antiques

& Fine Art Fair, Coo Cathedral,

Aboyne Castle, Aboyne, AB34 5JP.

10am-5pm. £5. 01423 522122;

gallowayfairs.co.uk

23rd-24th 2-FOR-1 The Yorkshire

Antiques and Art Fair, Halls 1 and 2,

Yorkshire Event Centre, The Great

Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate,

HG2 8QZ. 10am-5pm. £5.

01274 588505; antiquesfairs.com

24th AdVintageous Vintage Fair, The

Spa, South Marine Drive, Bridlington,

East Yorkshire, YO15 3JH. 10am-5pm.

£2.50. advintageous.co.uk

30th AdVintageous Pop-Up

Vintage Fair, Batley Vintage Day,

Batley Market Square, Batley,

West Yorkshire. 10am-5pm. Free.

batleyvintageday.co.uk

SOUTH
2nd Antiques & Collectors Fair,

Mill Hill Village, St Paul’s Church

Hall, The Ridgeway, London,

NW7 1QU. 9am-4pm. £1.

07887 648255; marcelfairs.com

2nd Vintage & Very Nice Market

Bazaar, The Assembly Rooms,

North Street, Chichester, PO19 1LQ.

10am-5pm. Free. 01243 531074;

vintageandverynice.co.uk

2nd-3rd The Modern Movement,

Brockwell Lido, Brockwell Park,

Dulwich Road, London, SE24 0PA.

10am-4.30pm. Free. 020 7733 4999;

bleufurniture.com

2nd-3rd North London Vintage

Market, St Mary’s Parish Hall,

Cranley Gardens, Crouch End,

London, N10 3AH. 10am-5pm

Saturday, 1-5pm Sunday. £1.50.

northlondonvintagemarket.co.uk

3rd Alexandra Palace Antiques &

Collectors Fair, Alexandra Palace,

Alexandra Palace Way, London,

N22 7AY. 9.30am-4.30pm. £6. 01636

702326; iacf.co.uk

6th-7th Country Lifestyle Luxury

Gift Fair, Ashburnham Place, Battle,

East Sussex, TN33 9NF. 10am-4.30pm.

£3.50. countrylifestylefairs.co.uk

8th-10th 2-FOR-1 The Petworth

Park Antiques & Fine Art Fair, The

Marquee, Petworth House and Park,

Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0QY.

Opening times vary. £10.

01797 252030; info@adfl.co.uk

10th 2-FOR-1 Adams Antiques Fair,

The Royal Horticultural Hall, Lindley

Hall, Victoria, London, SW1P 2QW.

10am-4.30pm. £4. 020 7254 4054;

adamsantiquesfairs.com

12th & 26th Sunbury Antiques

Market, Kempton Park Racecourse,

Staines Road East, Sunbury-on-

Thames, Middlesex, TW16 5AQ.

6.30am-2pm. Free. 01932 230946;

sunburyantiques.com

16th Decorative Living Fair, Eridge

Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 9JT.

9.30am-5pm. £11 (from 9.30am),

£7.50 (after 11am). 01435 883136;

carolinezoob.co.uk

17th Midcentury Show East,

Erno Goldfinger’s Haggerston

School, Weymouth Terrace,

London, E2 8LS. 10am-4pm.

£9. modernshows.com

17th Dorking Halls Antiques Fair,

Dorking Halls, Reigate Road,

Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1SG. 10am-4pm.

£2.50. 07952 689717;

dovehousefineantiquesfairs.com

19th Sandown Park Antique

& Vintage Fair, Sandown Park

Racecourse, Esher, Surrey,

KT10 9AJ. 11am-4pm. £5 (11am-

12pm), £3 (12-4pm). 020 7249

4050; wonderwhistle.co.uk

FAIR DATES
May

Our guide to some of the best fairs around

the country this month, from fine art to

antique furniture, vintage textiles to luxury

gifts. We’ve also arranged some special 

2-for-1 ticket offers for H&A readers
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Make the most of the fine May 

weather by visiting an open-air fair 

such as at Built, Wales (2nd-3rd), 

Shepton Mallet, Somerset (8th-10th) 

or Batley, West Yorkshire (30th)  



Sir Peter Blake, CBE, RA
`Alice Through The Looking Glass`

The rare full set of eight screenprints, 1970, each signed

£1000-1500

APRIL 14th-17th

www.lawrences.co.uk
South Street, Crewkerne, Somerset, TA18 8AB

FINE ART AUCTION

Silver & Vertu; Jewellery & Watches;

Ceramics & Oriental Works of Art;

Pictures & Prints; Clocks, Furniture & Rugs

View it all at:

yFri 8 to Sun 10 May
Fri 3 to Sun 5 July

Fri 12noon - 5pm £10 (Friday ticket allows
entry Sat & Sun) Sat 9am - 5pm £5 O Sun 10am - 4pm £5

Royal Bath & West Showground, SOMERSET BA4 6QN

Largest Antiques, Vintage & Collectors
Fair in the West Country

Fri 12

g

WEEKEND

8am-10am £10 O 10am onwards £5
ry Racecourse, BERKSHIRE RG14 7NZ

ONE DAY Monday Fair

on 29 June29 J OMon 24 AugM 24 A
Newbur

MoM

8am-10am £10 O 10am onwards £5
RAF Swinderby, NR LINCOLN LN6 9QG

ONE DAY MONDAY FAIRY

on 27 April OMon 25 May
R

Mo

*To access the 2for1 Offer register www.iacf.co.uk/offers

pThurs 9 & Fri 10 April
Thurs 4 & Fri 5 June

LARGEST ANTIQUES FAIR IN EUROPE

Thurs 9am - 6pm £20 (Thurs ticket
entry on Friday) Fri 8am - 4pm £5

Newark & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE Showground NG24 2NY

T
allows

Newark & NOTTINGH

INTERNATIONAL

m - 5pm £20 (Tues ticket allows
y on Weds) Weds 8am - 4pm £5

O 12 miles from Gatwick O1 hour South of London O

South of Eng. Showground, WEST SUSSEX RH17 6TLX

pTue 21 & Wed 22 Apr
Tue 23 & Wed 24 Jun

The Largest International Fair in the South

Tues 9am
entry

T

The Largest Internat

INTERNATIONAL

m - 9.30am £12 O 9.30am - 4.30pm £6
lexandra Palace Way, LONDON N22 7AY

SUNDAY 3 MAYS
LONDON’S LARGEST SUNDAY FAIRT

Largest An

8a
A

SS
Alexandra

Palace

2for1
OFFER

*CERTAIN
DAYS/TIMES

01636 702326
enquiries@iacf.co.uk
www.iacf.co.uk

The UK's very 
best Spring/Summer
Antiques&CollectorsFairs



EAST
16th Mainwaring’s Seaside

Brocante, St Mary’s Hall,

Oxford Street, Whitstable, Kent,

CT5 1DD. 10am-5pm. £1.

01227 773037

WEST & WALES
2nd-3rd Builth Wells International

Antiques & Collectors Fair,

Royal Welsh Showground,

Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3SY.

8.30am-5pm Saturday, 10am-5pm

Sunday. £10 (before 10am Saturday),

£5 (after 10am Saturday and all

day Sunday). 01584 873634;

continuityfairs.co.uk

3rd Liberty Green Antiques &

Collectables Fair, Beaufort

Park Hotel and Conference Centre,

Mold, Flintshire, CH7 6RQ. 9am-4pm.

£1. 07572 109520;

libertygreenantiques.co.uk

3rd, 17th & 31st Bath Vintage &

Antiques Market, Green Park Station,

Green Park Road, Bath, BA1 1JB.

9.30am-4pm. Free. 07723 611249;

vintageandantiques.co.uk

8th-10th Shepton Mallet Antiques,

Vintage and Collectors Fair, 

Royal Bath and West Showground,

Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 6QN.

Opening times vary. £10 (Friday),

£5 (Saturday & Sunday).

01636 702326; iacf.co.uk

9th-10th World Textiles Weekend,

Bisley Village Hall, Manor Street,

Bisley, near Stroud, Gloucestershire,

GL6 7BJ. 10am-5pm Saturday, 10am-

4pm Sunday. £1. 01453 823375

17th The Carmarthen Antiques

and Flea Market, United Counties

Showground, Carmarthen, SA33 5DR.

10am-5pm Saturday, 10am-4pm

Sunday. £4. 01267 236569;

towyevents.co.uk

20th Talent for Textiles, Dean’s

Court, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 1QF.

10am-5pm. £5. 01404 45901;

talentfortextiles.com

23rd Original Vintage & Handmade

Spring Fair, Chipping Sodbury

Town Hall, Chipping Sodbury, South

Gloucs, BS37 6AD. 10am-4pm.

£1. vintageandhandmade.co.uk

23rd Matford Centre Antiques

and Collectors Fair, The Matford

Centre, Matford Park Road, Marsh

Barton, Exeter, Devon, EX2 8FD.

9am-4pm. £4 (before 10am),

£3 (after 10am). 01363 776600;

antiques-fairs.com

29th-31st Fine Art, Decorative

& Antiques Fair, Cothay Manor,

Greenham, near Wellington, 

Somerset, TA21 OJR. 11am-5pm

Friday, 10am-5pm Saturday &

Sunday. £5.50. 01823 672283;

cothaymanor.co.uk

30th The West Country Vintage

Textile Market, Trull Memorial

Hall, Trull, near Taunton, TA3 7JZ.

9am-2pm. £1. 07879 428654;

thewasherwoman.blogspot.co.uk

CENTRAL
3rd-4th Antiques Fair, Southwell

Racecourse, Station Road, Rolleston,

Nottinghamshire, NG25 0TS.

9.30am-4pm. £4. 01636 700497;

fielddogfairs.com

9th Cambridge Affordable Vintage

Fair, The Guildhall, Market Square,

Cambridge, CB2 3QJ. 10.30am-

4.30pm. £2. judysvintagefair.co.uk

10th Sunday Antiques Market,

Exhibition Hall, Lincolnshire

Showground, Grange-de-Lings,

Lincoln, LN2 2NA. 9am-3pm. £2.

01298 27493; asfairs.com

10th The National Glass Fair, National

Motorcycle Museum, Coventry Road,

Bickenhill, Solihull, West Midlands,

B92 0EJ. 10.30am-4pm. £5. 07887

762872; nationalglassfair.co.uk

11th Donington Antiques Market,

Donington Pk, Derby, DE74 2RP. 9am-

1pm. £2. 01298 27493; asfairs.com

23rd-24th Derby Roundhouse

Antiques & Collectors Fair, Pride 

Park, Derby, DE24 8JE. 9am-4.30pm

Saturday, 10am-4.30pm Sunday. £5. 

01332 830444; jaguarfairs.com

23rd-25th Antiques Fair, Stamford

Meadows, off Bath Row, Stamford,

Lincs, PE9 2WE. 9.30am-4pm. £5.

01636 700497; fielddogfairs.com

25th Swinderby Antiques and

Collectors Fair, RAF Swinderby, near

Lincoln, LN6 9QG. 8am-4pm. £10

(8am-10am), £5 (from 10am). 01636

702326; iacf.co.uk

25th Malvern Flea & Collectors Fair,

Three Counties Showground, Malvern,

Worcs, WR13 6NW. 7.30am-3.30pm.

£4. 01636 676531; b2bevents.info

2-FOR-1 Present this page

on entry to buy two tickets 

for the price of one

VISIT homesandantiques.com 

for current fairs listings
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Enjoy browsing at more than 700  

stalls at Sunbury Antiques Market at 

Kempton Park Racecourse – one of 

Europe’s premier antiques markets
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Antiques dealer Will Fisher shares his 

favourite hotspots from around the globe

THE INSIDE 
TRACK

THE DELAUNEY, 

LONDON

Clever interior, clever lighting…  
I dined there with a friend recently 
and loved it. It’s nice when all 
things in life are considered.  
* 020 7499 8558; thedelaunay.com

RICHMOND 

PARK, LONDON  

All of the Royal Parks are magnificent 
in their own way but I do love 
Richmond – it’s very special. Although 
it’s been greatly landscaped I like 
the fact that it feels as though it’s 
the place that time forgot – quite 
amazing. You really can imagine  
the royal hunt taking place in the 
time of Henry VIII. It’s also got many 
ancient trees, which I love. I’m a bit  
of a tree hugger on the quiet! 
* 0300 061 2200; royalparks.org.ukCo
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Antiques dealer 
Will Fisher is the 
founder of Jamb, 
which specialises 
in antique 
chimney pieces 
(jamb.co.uk)



Owner Imogen Skirving
is utterly charming and so 
passionate about food and 
wine: if you go with her  
recommendation for wine  
you know it’ll be spot on.  
The rooms are lovely and 
the whole place is low-key 
and relaxed. I like staying 
there when I visit the Newark 
Antiques Fair. I’ve bought lots 
of things for my home there 
over the years, treasures I adore 
that have cost nearly nothing.  
* 01949 860559; langarhall.com

NEW 

YORK 
It’s an intoxicating 
environment, a 
melting pot of 
European design 
reinvented in 
an overscaled, 
elaborate and 
fabulous fashion. 
It’s inspiring that 
an influx of highly 
skilled individuals 
from Europe were 
able to build on 
such an epic scale. 
* nycgo.com

BERLIN
Last autumn my wife and I went to 
Berlin for the weekend for the first time 
and it was most inspiring. Museum 
Island (pictured) was incredible – we 
spent practically the whole weekend 
there, especially at the Neues Museum. 
It’s an honest restoration in that there’s  
been no attempt to conceal the 
damage: it’s stunning and works 
beautifully. * neues-museum.de

SOANE

MUSEUM,

LONDON

You will never go to Sir John 
Soane’s Museum without picking 
up inspiration – your eyes are 
always working afresh. It’s as 
close as I can get to Rome 
without getting on a plane. I love 
the iconic chimney pieces. Sir 
John Soane revolutionised the 
chimney piece and what form it 
should follow – he really tore up 
the rulebook. He also collected 
fragments of buildings from all 
over the globe, which I love.  
* 020 7405 2107; soane.org

LANGAR HALL, 

NOTTINGHAM

H&A GUIDE: Travel
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CARMARTHENSHIRE

VINTAGE HUNTING

Avid antiques shoppers looking for a new hunting
ground should head to Carmarthenshire to
follow the area’s new Brocante Trail. A handy

online guide pulls together a mix of antiques and vintage
shops, book dealers and reclamation yards, as well as
craftspeople and food producers.

The Welsh county is known for its rural beauty,
stunning coastline and must-visit heritage sites including
the 19th-century Stradey Castle just outside Llanelli.
Fabric fans should make a beeline to the Melin Teifi
Woollen Mill. Set in the Teifi Valley, once the beating
heart of the Welsh wool industry, the mill produces
blankets, cushions and traditional work shirts. The
town of Landeilo is a design hotspot and home to many
artist-makers as well as The Cawdor, a Grade II-listed
boutique hotel and one of south Wales’s finest retreats.
* 01267 231557; discovercarmarthenshire com/brocante-trail

DORSET

HERITAGE STAYS

T
he Landmark Trust charity is
a heritage superhero, rescuing
dilapidated buildings and
restoring them as holiday
rentals. To celebrate its 50th
anniversary, the charity is

opening 25 of its properties to the public for
free during its Golden Weekend on 16th and 
17th May. Highlights include Clavell Tower
(pictured) in Kimmeridge Bay in Dorset, a
Victorian folly that has served as inspiration
for Thomas Hardy and PD James in its time.
In danger of tumbling into the sea after
years of neglect, it was plucked from its fate
by the Trust in 2002 and moved inland, stone by stone.

The charity was established in 1965 with a mission to
rescue buildings for the future generations and promote
heritage for all; it now owns almost 200 properties. At 3pm
on Saturday 16th May, all 25 open properties will participa
in a shared celebration as music groups across the country
simultaneously perform a specially composed anthem. Visit
to Clavell Tower will also be able to see one of five life-size
standing sculptures created by Anthony Gormley for his art
installation LAND in collaboration with the Trust. The artist
has chosen five properties to host the sculptures, which will
remain in place for a year.

Without the Trust, many of Britain’s smaller, more
whimsical heritage properties – from gatehouses and follies to
towers and historic cottages – would be lost. Apparently 95%
of the British population will be within 50 miles of a free open 
Landmark property during the Golden Weekend; we think
they’re definitely worth going the extra mile for.
* For more details visit 01628 825920; landmarktrust.org.uk

TRAVEL DIARY May

Dorset coastline meant
Clavell Tower had to be
relocated 25m further
inland but the Victorian
folly still overlooks
the English Channel;
sample the Brecon
Beacons by following
Carmarthenshire’s new
brocante trail; Stradey
Castle just outside
Llanelli is filled with
19th-century delights 

Wondering what to do this month? Eleanor O’Kane picks the best places to shop, stay and unwind 

01267 231557; discovercarmarthenshire.com/brocante trail
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CLOCKWISE FROM

TOP The crumbling
Dorset coastline meant

Thomas Hardy
asked to be buried
in his native Doorset
but only his heaart
remains there. The
rest of his bodyy,
at the request oof
the governmentt,
was interred in
Westminster Abbbey
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KENT

A WOLF HALL

EXPERIENCE

I
f you’re the type of person who usually finds little to
smile about on a camping holiday, we may something
to cheer you up. Happy Days Retro Vacations is
moving its restored retro caravans from Dorset to the

Suffolk countryside from May. Named Dee Dee, Betsy,
Peggy, Gloria and Annie, the American Airstreams are
now joined by Elsie, a classic 1970s caravan flying the
flag for Britain. All interiors use vintage fabrics and have
comfortable beds so you’ll wake all fresh and ready to
go exploring,

The seaside village of Thorpeness is seven miles from t
campsite, and from there it’s just a two-mile stroll to Aldeburgh
for great fish and chips. The campsite is bijou and peaceful,
surrounded by farmland and child-friendly too.
* 01728 603424; happydaysrv.co.uk

SUFFOLK

RETRO CARAVANING

I
f the recent BBC series Wolf
Hall has you hankering to stroll
companionably around a fragrant
knot garden and spend the night
under heavily beamed ceilings, a stay

at Paramour Grange might be just the
thing. The self-catering property is part
of Sawday’s new collection of historic
places to stay, which features heritage
properties in the UK and Europe.
Located in Ash in Kent, the property
dates from the late 16th century; original features include its
brightly painted walls while a large open fireplace, double
Aga and four-poster bed add comfortable touches.

For another Kentish Tudor connection, visit the
romantic, double-moated Hever Castle, which was the
childhood home of Anne Boleyn. The castle still contains
many antiques from the Boleyn family’s time there,
including illuminated prayer books thought to have
belonged to Anne herself.
* 0117 204 7810; sawdays.co.uk

DERBYSHIRE

GLORIOUS SPRING 

GARDENS

T
he 105 acres of gardens
at Chatsworth House
take in almost 500 years
of horticultural history.
Just in time to show off

their springtime glory, the gardens
are now open for the 2015 season.
The parkland surrounding the
famous Derbyshire stately home
has been developed by successive
owners, growing from its original
Elizabethan formality into the
staggering floral riot that visitors
experience today, including the
rose, cottage and kitchen gardens, 
maze, water features and the
many sculptures.

Explore them at your leisure or
discover the garden’s secrets on a free
one-hour tour. There is also a Little
Explorers Garden Trail for budding
horticulturalists that takes in some
of the most appealing features,
including the Sensory Garden and
the Human Sundial installed by the 
Duchess of Devonshire in 1990.
* 01246 565300; chatsworth.org

g 

the p yTransport yourself 
back to 50s America
by staying in a genuine 
Airstream caravan

Sumptuous 
luxury 
awaits you 
at Paramour 
Grange

Anne Boleyn, the
descendant of a
hatter, became Henry
VIII’s second wife
in 1533. Both her
sister and mother
are also said to have
had dalliances with
the king 

The second son of
Bess of Hardwick
(owner of Hardwick
Hall), William
Cavendish, bought
the title of Earl
of Devonshire for
£10,000 in 1618 –
roughly £2m today.
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READER OFFER

FROM TOP Tim Wonnacott

will be bringing his Antiques

Roadshow expertise along

for the trip; the second of

the cruise’s three antiques-

hunting excursions brings you

to the beautiful Portuguese

island of Madeira; you’ll travel

in the height of luxury aboard 

the Queen Elizabeth

Terms and conditions All offers and prices are subject to change and availability at time of enquiry. Prices are based on two passengers sharing unless otherwise stated and are subject to the tour operator’s

terms and conditions. Cabin and flight supplements may apply. Other supplements may apply in addition to the price shown above. Flight details, timings and routing may be subject to alteration. Other tour 

operator charges may also apply. 2.5% credit card fee applies. Any on-board spending money or drinks package value shown will be per cabin, again based on two sharing.

Spend 11 amazing nights on board the

Queen Elizabeth sailing from

the Canary Islands to Southampton,

from only £1,399 per person

J
oin Strictly Come

Dancing star andg

Antiques Roadshow

expert Tim Wonnacott

for an unforgettable

antiques-hunting experience

that begins in the Canary

Islands. Once on board

Cunard’s luxury liner Queen

Elizabeth, you’ll embark

on an 11-night cruise

that takes in some of

Europe’s finest antiques

fairs, retailers and flea

markets. As we sail you can

meet Tim at the welcome

cocktail party and listen

to his amazing tales of

TV antiques hunting in

a special Q&A session.

When the ship next

reaches land, the first of

the three antiques-hunting

excursions begins. Each

one takes you to a different

destination where you can

sample the local culture and

pick up many exotic items.

Tim will also be on the

lookout for new pieces to 

add to his collection, so

feel free to stop him and

ask for his advice.

Tim will also be

hosting an assessment

session where your latest

acquisitions will be valued

and the best put forward

for a grand charity auction.

There’ll also be plenty of

time for you to enjoy the

wonders of the sea on this

incredible cruise adventure.

THE CRUISE INCLUDES:

● Three unique land 

excursions
● Purchase assessment

sessions by Tim
● Welcome cocktail party
● Front-row seats at a

charity auction in aid

of The Prince’s Trust
● The chance to win a free

cruise and more surprises

Go to antiquescruise.co.uk

for more information and

to read the complete terms 

and conditions

TAKE AN ANTIQUES
QUEST CRUISE WITH
TIM WONNACOTT

HOW TO BOOK
The Antiques Quest Cruise with Tim Wonnacott begins in 

the Canary Islands on 7th November 2015 and ends in 

Southampton on 18th November 2015. To book your place,  

go to: antiquescruise.co.uk or call 02393 880025

PLEASE QUOTE THE CODE CFTIM15 WHEN BOOKING 

This special offer is only available when you book  

through Cruise Focus
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H&A GUIDE: Travel

DON’T MISS

With its Cotswold heritage and

regal neighbours, Tetbury has all the

ingredients for a great weekend away

Let’s visit...
TETBURY

Westonbirt 
explodes with 
colour in spring

Pop into Church
Street’s Artique for
Asian antiquities

T
he smart merchants’ houses and cosy
workers’ cottages that line the streets 
of this Cotswold market town are
picturesque proof of Tetbury’s prosperity
during the Middle Ages. The butter-

coloured Market Hall, built in 1665 and an icon 
of the town, was an epicenter of the English wool
trade, and is still a marketplace today.

The town has a large concentration of antiques
dealers and interiors shops, which attract interior
designers, antique hunters and celebrities. On Long
Street, at 39a, The Decorator Source occupies an 
airy 4,000 sq ft of English, French and Italian
finds, from deep-mahogany George III side tables
to ornate giltwood mirrors. Brownrigg is based in
a Georgian house at number 14 and stocks European 
antiques, including English and Swedish country-
house pieces. On nearby Church Street, Artique
is a heady mix of new and antique kilims, brass
goods and carved stone figures from Central Asia.

Visit nearby Chavenage House to see an
Elizabethan manor that has hardly changed in
400 years; it’s currently playing a starring role
as Trentwith, the Poldark family home, in the
eponymous BBC remake of the popular series.
Westonbirt Arboretum is another place to put on
your must-visit list. With some 15,000 specimens
from around the world, it bursts with colour
throughout the year. A highlight in the Tetbury
calendar is the famous Woolsack Race, which
this year takes place on 25th May, accompanied
by a street fair, music and much merrymaking. 
* For more information, visit cotswolds.com

Ad
ria

n 
Sh

er
ra

tt
/A

la
m

y;
 E

ric
 C

ar
te

r/
Al

am
y;

 F
or

es
tr

y 
Co

m
m

is
si

on
/W

es
to

nb
ir

t A
rb

or
et

um
; E

m
m

a 
W

oo
d/

G
et

ty
; A

 B
ut

le
r/

G
AP

 P
ho

to
s/

Hi
gh

gr
ov

e;
 F

ea
tu

re
fla

sh
/S

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k

RESTAURANT
K THE PRIORY INN
Sample local ales
and flavours at this
traditional pub, which
is committed to using
suppliers within 30 miles.
01666 502251;
theprioryinn.co.uk  

HOTEL
K OAK HOUSE NO 1
This boutique hotel run
by passionate collectors
is a feast for the senses,
mixing old and new
styles to glorious effect.
01666 505741;
oakhouseno1.com

EAT… STAY…

HIGHGROVE
Since Prince Charles moved here in 1980, the grounds
at Highgrove have been transformed into one of the most
famous and arresting organic gardens in the world. Using
only sustainable methods, the Prince has created a temple
to the outdoors where meticulous planning meets the
nuances of nature, and natural predators take on the role
of pest control. Highlights include the wildflower garden,
the kitchen garden with its rare cooking apples, and the
collections of beech trees and large hostas.
* Tickets for an unforgettable tour must be purchased in 
advance. highgrovegardens.com

The annual Tetbury 
Woolsack Race

IGHTR The Chipping
teps climb fromS

ower Tetbury up tolo
e town squareth q

Prince Charles
is a champion of
native species. He
once fought off
the opening of a
Dracula-themed
amusement park in
Romania to protect
some ancient oaks



Head off to one of these antiques centres or fairs around the UK and enter the world of fascinating antiques 
and collectables, from vintage kitchenalia to antique jewellery

Advertisement Feature
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petworthparkfair.com � 01797 252030

The Antiques Dealers Fair Limited is 
launching a new 35-exhibitor event in 
West Sussex. The Petworth Park Antiques 
& Fine Art Fair sells everything from 
furniture to jewellery. 

` Friday 8th to Sunday 10th May. £10 (includes free 
access to Petworth House & Park, National Trust members 
free). Petworth Park, Petworth House, Petworth, West 
Sussex GU28 0QY

The Antique Dealers Fair Limited
Antique Fair

Decorative Home & Salvage Show 

Antique Fair

asfairs.com � 01298 27493

Built around the theme of true reclamation 
and recycling, the Decorative Home and 
Salvage Show brings together a fine 
selection of specially selected exhibitors 
for a showcase of the finest architectural 
salvage, reclaimed materials, garden 
statuary, modern and decorative antiques 
and furnishings.   

` Friday 15th to Sunday 17th May, 10am–5pm, £5. Under 
15s free. Ripley Castle, Harrogate, HG3 3AY 

The Annual Buxton Antiques Fair 

Antique Fair

cooperevents.com � 01278 784912

Exhibits include fine oil and watercolour 
paintings, 18th, 19th and 20th–century 
furniture, Arts & Crafts, Art Nouveau, 
metalwork, sculpture, French and English 
clocks, 19th and 20th–century jewellery, 
fine textiles, decorative accessories and 
much more, with prices for every pocket. 
Supported by The Buxton Opera House & 
Buxton Festival.
` The Annual Buxton Antiques Fair, Thursday 14th-Sunday 
17th May. Buxton Pavilion, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 6BE

bentleysfairs.co.uk � 07828 772475

Architectural Antiques, Decorative Salvage, 
Mid-Century, Retro, Vintage and Garden 
Statuary can all be found in the grounds of 
this fabulous venue.

` Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th July, 10am–5pm. 
Tickets £9.50, family ticket £34 includes admission 
to Adventure Playground Gardens, Dinosaur Trail & Tea 
Rooms. Free Parking. Knebworth House, Knebworth, 
Hertfordshire, SG3 6PY

The Knebworth Decorative Salvage & 
Vintage Fair Antique Fair
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B2B Events 

Antique Fair

b2bevents.info � 01636 676531

Keep history alive by visiting one of B2B 
Events' Fairs in Kent, Worcestershire, 
Birmingham, Northants or Edinburgh. The 
following are this month: 

` Edinburgh Antiques & Collectors Fair, Saturday 9th & 
Sunday 10th May. Saturday early entry 8am–10am £6, 
Public 10am–4.30pm £4. Sunday 10am–4pm £4. The 
Royal Highland Centre, Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 8NB.

` Malvern Flea & Collectors Fair, Bank Holiday Monday 
25th May. Entry 7.30am–3.30pm £4. Three Counties 
Showground, Malvern, WR13 6NW

Newark International Antiques & 
Collectors Fair Antique Fair

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Europe's largest fair is not to be missed. 
Thousands of stalls cover an 84-acre site, 
providing the ultimate hunting ground for all 
things antique and vintage. 

` Thursday 9th & Friday 10th April; Thursday 4th & Friday 
5th June. Newark & Nottinghamshire Showground, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, NG24 2NY

The National Glass Fair 

Antique Fair

glassfairs.co.uk � 07887 762872

This popular event is the longest-running 
glass collectors fair in the antiques calendar, 
featuring around 90 glass dealers and 
artists exhibiting under one roof. Exhibitors 
sell a wide variety of decorative and useful 
glass, from 18th-century drinking glasses to 
decorative Victorian glassware and art glass 
from all periods.

` Sunday 10th May, 10.30am–4pm £5, free entry to 
accompanied children. The National Motorcycle Museum, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B92 0EJ

Cardiff Indoor Flea Market 

Antique Fair

cardiffindoorfleamarket.com � 029 2132 1083 

This market boasts around 80 stalls, with 
ongoing expansion and an eclectic range 
of antique, vintage, retro and modern 
collectables. Friendly stallholders and a 
wonderfully welcoming atmosphere await 
visitors who are sure to enjoy themselves. 
Tea, coffee, hot meals and homemade cakes 
are available, along with free parking.

` Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 9am–5pm. Bank 
Holidays 9am–5pm. Unit 2 Clydesmuir Road Industrial 
Estate, Tremorfa, Cardiff CF24 2QS

Ardingly International Antiques & 
Collectors Fair Antique Fair

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Over a thousand stalls await at the largest 
fair in the south of England. Its fantastic 
location makes it easily accessible from 
whichever direction you come.  

` Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd April; Tuesday 23rd 
& Wednesday 24th June. South of England Showground, 
Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL

Bolsover Antiques & Collectors Fair 

Antique Fair

discoverbolsover.co.uk info@discoverbolsover.co.uk

The historic market town of Bolsover will 
be filled with stalls selling everything from 
high-end collectables to quirky shabby chic. 
The event is being organised by Discover 
Bolsover and Bolsover Antique Centre, which 
is home to 42 individual antiques dealers. 
You may even meet TV’s Charles Hanson, 
who will be making an appearance! 

` Sunday 24th May, 10am–4pm. Bolsover Town Centre, 
Derbyshire, S44 6HA

The Edenbridge Galleries 

Antique Centre

edenbridgegalleries.com � 01732 864163

These unique galleries in the Kent 
countryside will be presenting a spring 
open weekend on 9th and 10th May. 
‘A Walk Through The Garden of Eden’ will 
showcase a selection of floral-themed 
antiques with a specially presented talk 
by Roger Platts (garden designer) and 
Lennox Cato. 

` Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th May. 1 The Square, 
Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5BD

Runway Monday at Newark 

Antique Fair

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

IACF's Swinderby One Day Monday event 
has been renamed and relocated to the 
runway adjacent to the Newark Air Museum  
and the Newark & Nottinghamshire 
Showground. It remains the same short, 
sharp burst of antique shopping between 
the major international fairs at Newark.

`  Monday 27th April & Monday 25th May. The 
Runway, (adjacent to Newark Air Museum, Newark & 
Nottinghamshire Showground) Newark, Nottinghamshire 
NG24 2NY 
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marketcrossantiques.com � 01458 274005 

The centre is situated in the heart of historic 
Somerton, with more than 25 dealers offering 
a wide range of antiques, collectables and 
decorative furnishings at competitive prices. 
There is also an in-house jewellery repair and 
pearl restringing service. The centre is 20 
minutes from the M5 (J25) and five minutes 
from Podimore on the A303.

` Monday to Saturday, 10am–5pm. West Street, Somerton, 
Somerset, TA11 7PS

Market Cross Antiques & Decorative 
Furnishings Antique Centre

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

London’s largest Sunday antiques fair will 
feature thousands of quality antiques.  
For vintage enthusiasts there will be a pop-
up vintage fair, plus free evaluations from 
an expert.  

` Sunday 3rd May & Sunday 13th September. Alexandra 
Palace, Alexandra Palace Way, London, N22 7AY

Alexandra Palace Antiques & 
Collectors Fair Antique Fair

theantiquesemporium.co.uk � 01539 734849

A new way to discover the beauty of 
antiques; our newly opened family-run 
emporium offers a treasure trove of 
antiques, collectibles and all things vintage. 
With over 60 individual traders, each 
bringing their own eclectic mix of items, it 
makes for a great destination venue just 
outside of Kendal Town centre.

` Now open 7 days. Monday to Saturday, 10am-5pm, 
Sundays and bank holidays 10am-4pm. Dockray Hall Mill, 
Kendal, Cumbria LA9 4RU

Butterfield & French 

Antique Centre

vintageantiques.co.uk � 07723 611249

The BathVA Markets held at Green Park 
(the former railway station) offers 70 
stalls. Free Entry. First, third and last 
Sunday of every month.

` Sunday 3rd, 17th & 31st May; Sunday 7th, 21st & 28th 
June. Green Park Station, Green Park Road, Bath BA1 1JB

Bath VA Undercover Vintage & 
Antiques Market Antique Fair

Renowned for quality antique goods  
in quantity, this South West fair is a must-do. 
With everything from leather goods and 
glassware to silver and linen, it’s a favourite 
with interior professionals. 

` Friday 8th to Sunday 10th May; Friday 3rd to Sunday 
5th July. Royal Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset, BA4 6QN

Shepton Mallet Antiques, Vintage  
& Collectors Fair Antique Fair

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Arun Fairs Antiques &  
Collectors Fair

Arun Fairs have two big fairs in May. There 
will be 300 stalls both inside and outside, 
showing a huge variety of antiques, 
vintage items, furniture, jewellery, 
silver, rugs, textiles and much more. 
Refreshments and free parking.

` Bank Holiday Monday 4th May & Bank Holiday 
Monday 25th May. Early trade entry 7am, £5, public 
9am-4pm, £3.50, OAPs £2.50, under 15s free. Goodwood 
Racecourse, Goodwood, Chichester, West Sussex  
PO18 0PX

Antique Fair

arunfairs.com � 01903 734112
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fielddogfairs.com � 07772 349431

Field Dog Fairs Ltd have a 2015 diary of 
35 antiques, collectors and vintage fairs for 
2015. Full event details on the website. 

` Sunday 3rd & BH Monday 4th May. Southwell 
Racecourse, Notts, NG25 0TS. Up to 150 inside/outside 
stalls selling a fabulous array of items. including NEW for 
2015 'Vintage Village'

` Saturday 23rd, Sunday 24th & BH Monday 25th May. 
Stamford Meadows, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 2WE. Up to 150 
stalls in giant marquee and outdoor brocante Stunning 
riverside location in market town.

Field Dog Fairs 

Antique Fair

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

For a short, sharp, burst of vintage shopping 
look no further. Stalls offer a real mix of 
antique and vintage goods. Featuring a 
90-stand indoor exhibition and additional 
outdoor stalls. 

` Monday 29th June & Monday 24th August. Newbury 
Racecourse, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 7NZ

Newbury One Day Monday Antiques 
& Collectors Fair Antique Fair

adamsantiquesfairs.com � 020 7254 4054

The Royal Horticultural Hall Antiques Fair in 
Victoria, London, is a great discovery. Over 
140 exhibitors from all over Britain and 
Europe have been packing this vast hall with 
interesting and affordable antiques every 
month for more than 40 years. It’s only a 
couple of minutes from Victoria station and 
you can park for free right outside the hall.

` Sunday 10th May and Sunday 21st June,10am–4.30pm, 
£4. The Royal Horticultural Hall, Lindley Hall, Elverton 
Street, Vincent Square, Victoria, London SW1P 2QW

Adams Antique Fairs 

Antique Fair

fellows.co.uk � 0121 212 2131; 020 7127 4198

Founded in 1876, Fellows is one of the UK’s 
leading auction houses, holding over 100 
auctions each year. As specialists in a variety 
of fields and with an auction to cater for every 
need, its continually changing inventory makes 
Fellows a hub of excitement for lovers of 
watches, jewellery and antiques. See website 
for sale information and free valuations.

` 20th April, 10am, Vintage & Modern Wrist Watches; 23rd 
April, Jewellery; 27th April, 10am, Vintage Jewellery & 
Accessories. Please visit website for full listings.

Fellows & Sons 

Auction House

scottish-antiques.com � 01828 686401 / 01786 841203

These two centres offer visitors the 
opportunity to purchase antique furniture, 
silver, ceramics, paintings, collectables and 
jewellery from more than 250 antiques 
dealers. Modern furniture, design-led 
accessories, gifts and fashion are also 
available. Enjoy the ambience of Cafe Circa 
for breakfast and lunch or coffee and  
cake. Ample parking.

` Open seven days a week, 10am–5pm. Abernyte, 
Perthshire, PH14 9SJ; Doune, Stirlingshire, FK16

Scottish Antique & Arts Centre 

Antique Centre

antiquescentrelouth.co.uk � 01507 600366

The centre is a hidden gem in the lovely 
market town of Louth. It boasts around 30 
independent dealers so variety is never a 
problem. We offer antiques, vintage, retro 
and also militaria and jewellery all at very 
reasonable prices and we are trade friendly. 
Please see us on Facebook.

` Monday to Saturday, 10am–5pm (including Louth events 
and bank holidays). 38 Aswell Street, Louth, Lincolnshire
LN11 9HP

The Old Maltings Antique &  
Home Centre Antique Centre

Visit the home of Europe’s largest range of 
antiques and collectables, with more than 
375 dealers in four large buildings. A wide 
range of stock is always on display, including 
period furniture, decorative antiques, vintage 
toys, clocks, mirrors, books, lighting, linen, 
silver, glass, jewellery, ceramics, paintings 
and arts and crafts pieces. Nationwide 
delivery available. 

` Open seven days a week, 10am–5pm. Caenby Corner
Estate, Hemswell Cliff, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire DN21 5TJ

Hemswell Antiques Centres 

Antique Centre

hemswell-antiques.com � 01427 668389

An array of vintage finds and quality 
handmade goods for the family and home. 
We offer vintage and handmade jewellery, 
restored and preloved and painted furniture, 
a large selection of one-off interior pieces 
and a vast array of soft furnishings, including 
quality welsh blankets. A high quality Toy 
stall, for both children and adults alike. 

` Monday to Saturday, 9.30am–5pm, Sunday and bank
holidays, 11am–4pm. Church Street, Cowbridge CF71 7BB

Happy Days Vintage Homestore 

happydaysvintagehomestore.co.uk � 01446 771191

Antique Centre
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ellisbathrooms.co.uk � 01484 514212

Ellis Furniture
For more than four generations, family-run business Ellis Furniture 
has been a proud British manufacturer of made-to-order, hand-
crafted and contemporary furniture. Passionate about quality; 
the 1891 collection of real wood bathroom furniture follows its 
philosophy and is hand-painted in West Yorkshire. Perfect for 
creating a traditional setting with a modern twist; the on-trend 
range comes with a portfolio of versatile colourways and is 
guaranteed to create a personalised, statement bathroom.

eatsleeplive.co.uk � 01159 700060

Eat Sleep Live Ltd.
Since 2004, Eat Sleep Live has been specialising in the design 
>�`��>�Õv>VÌÕÀi��v���`iÀ��ÀÕÃÌ�V�vÕÀ��ÌÕÀi°�1Ã��}����Þ�Ì�i�w�iÃÌ�
historic British reclaimed wood, each piece is lovingly created 
by our own passionate craftsmen. Each piece is made to last a 
lifetime and has its own unique character and story to tell. Now 
celebrating our 10th anniversary we have partnered with like-
minded companies in our new city centre showroom to showcase 
the best of British furniture, upholstery, lighting and accessories.

bluebell-railway.com � 01825 720800

Bluebell Railway
6�Ã�Ì�-ÕÃÃiÝ�Ì��Ã�Ã«À��}�>�`�i�	�Þ���i���}�Ì½Ã�ÃÌ>Þ�>Ì�Ì�i�wÛiqÃÌ>À�
Felbridge Hotel near East Grinstead, take a trip through the 
beautiful Wealden countryside whilst enjoying a cream tea on 
the world renowned Bluebell Railway and a visit to one of the 
Railway’s partner attractions in the local area. Valid on stays 
-Õ�`>Þq/�ÕÀÃ`>Þ�Ƃ«À��q�Õ�i�L���i`�μÕ�Ì��}��ƂäÓ£x°�
£80.00pp inclusive for one night. Add an extra night and visit 
	À�}�Ì���v�À�Ë{x««°�

uniquebritishgifts.co.uk � 01925 242111

Unique British Gifts Historic Ship Collection

Unique gifts made from the ever-decreasing supply of genuine 
materials reclaimed during the restoration of two of the world’s 
most famous ships, HMS Victory and Cutty Sark. From HMS 
Victory, choose from Victory oak wine stoppers, paper knives, 
�>}��wiÀÃ�>�`�«i�Ã°��À���
ÕÌÌÞ�->À�]�V���Ãi�vÀ���
ÕÌÌÞ�->À��
precious pieces, wine stoppers, change bowls, wine coasters and 
bookends. Each item comes in a presentation box or tin with a 
ViÀÌ�wV>Ìi��v�«À�Ûi�>�Vi°
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Add something new to your home today by looking through our directory

LIVING SPACE
THE   

ANTIQUES

TO ADVERTISE  

IN H&A CALL  

NATHAN  

0117 314 7365

Ant ques
Beccles 

Sunday, May 3rd
8.00am – 4.30pm

100 
stalls

Tel 01502 711174
Beccles Town Centre, Suffolk, NR34 9HA

/antiquesmarketbeccles

FREE ENTRY

The Chimes

Tel: 07767 617507 or 01663 733209
www.antique–clock.co.uk 

For a superb 
selection of Genuine 
Antique longcase, wall 

and bracket clocks

Open 7 days by appointment

Whaley Bridge, 

High Peak, Derbyshire

Antique

Centre
Clock

Your Tapestries & Needleworks…
Beautifully stretched and made-up into cushions, wall hangings, 
bell-pulls, rugs etc… www.sarabarnsneedlework.co.uk

Experienced professional high quality 21 day service.  
Unfinished tapestries and other needleworks completed. 

Designs painted onto canvas. Specialist framing service.  
Multi-panel rugs completed and made-up.

The Old Swan | 5 School Road | Great Massingham | Norfolk | PE32 2JA

Sara Barns Needlework  01485 520 151  

for genuine antiques...
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ANTIQUE & CRAFT FAIR

AIRERS

BATHROOMS

ANTIQUES

VINTAGE

CHINA & TABLEWARE

UK
ARCHITECTURAL

HERITAGe

Quality Architectural Antiques

www.uk-heritage.co.uk.
0845 644 9051

The perfect place 
to purchase

DIRECT
 from the 

Artist and Makers

Saturday 4th April
Hythe Art & Antiques Market

Monday 6th April

Winchester Antiques and 
Vintage Market

Saturday 25th April
Southsea Arts & Antiques Market

Sunday 26th April

Bishops Waltham & Wimborne Art 
& Antiques Market

www.southernmarkettraders.co.uk
07585 123583

vintageart@southernmarkettraders.co.uk

ABL R LIFE
CURREN PECIALISTS

Now offering a new range of s & kitchen
to complimen are

www.tablewa e.co.uk
� 6]NÅMTL :WIL� ;\ 1^M[� +IUJ[� 8-�� �4@ /� <MT" ��� � ������

ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

Request your brochure on 01255 831605
or go to: www.albionbathco.com

What makes an Albion Bath unique?
6\Y�L_JS\ZP]L�IH[O�TH[LYPHS�JYLH[LZ�H�KPăLYLUJL�`V\�JHU�MLLS����

Santorini Bath 

... Adding a dash of visual charm to any room!

01525 270266
info@tillyairers.co.uk

www.tillyairers.co.uk

LOVE LITTER
VINTAGE FURNITURE DEPOSITORY

WWW.LOVELITTER.CO.UK
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CARPETS

The Old Parsonage, Church Street, Crondall, Surrey, GU10 5QQ 01252 851215

www.farnhamantiquecarpets.com

Specialists in antique carpets and rugs, as well as stocking a vast selection of high quality
handmade modern and contemporary rugs.

Visit our barn showroom in Crondall, Surrey where you can view one of the largest
collections of antique carpets and rugs in the UK.

We offer the service of viewing any carpet or rug in-situ to determine which works best
with your interior.
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BEDS & BEDDING

CURTAINS

EDUCATION & COURSES

FLOORING

FURNITURE

WALLPAPER

THE UPHOLSTERY WORKSHOP
Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers

Stuck in a rut, need a change? Learn the professional way!

Individual tuition by Master Upholsterer • Residential courses in the heart
of Wiltshire • Choose from Upholstery, Soft Furnishings or Loose Covers

Telephone: 01722 710274 www.upholsteryworkshop.com

Discover the fascinating world  
of antiques with our unique  
home-study courses.

Free info 0800 378 281 or
info@regentacademy.com

Antiques Courses

The Traditional
Upholstery Workshop

Members of the Association of
Master Upholsterers. Established 1990.
A CAREER CHANGE OR NEW HOBBY?

FROM BEGINNER TO PROFESSIONAL LEARN
TO UPHOLSTER THE TRADITIONAL WAY

Call Liz Marks on 01994 232124
info@upholsterycourses.com
www.upholsterycourses.com

Unique and unusual finds • Bespoke finishes available.

www.zahli.co.uk

An eclectic mix of  

artisan, handmade, 

re-claimed & vintage 

homeware and accessories.  

hli

EXCEPTIONAL

QUALITY

OUTSTANDING 

CHOICE

UNRIVALLED

SERVICE

 T’s & C’s apply

TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR

CALL 0800 916 6568 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

Made-to-measure

ROMANS 
& CURTAINS

UP TO 
50% OFF

MEASURING &  

FITTING INCLUDED

N
EW

C
O

LLEC
TIO

N
S

B E D S ● B E D R O O M F U R N I T U R E  ● M A T T R E S S E S  ● B E D D I N G

200YEARS

BRITISH
CRAFTSMANSHIP

18 bed designs available in any size
● Free delivery and installation
● 10 year guarantee
● Money back promise

Request a brochure today... 

Tel: 01777 869 669
www.revivalbeds.co.uk

HAND-CRAFTED

TO LAST FOR A

LIFETIME

HAMILTON WESTON 
WALLPAPERS

Specialists in Original Designs

+44 (0) 20 8940 4850
www.hamiltonweston.com
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EXHIBITION

WINDOWS BLINDSPUBLISHER

TO ADVERTISE  

IN H&A CALL  

NATHAN  

0117 314 7365

woburnabbey.co.uk
admissions@woburn.co.uk

01525 290333

27th March
   Open Daily from 

AUTHORS
Synopsis and sample chapters

welcome, please send to:

CGC - 33 -  01,

25 Canada Square,

Canary Wharf,  

London, E14 5LQ

Tel:0207 0388212

editors@austinmacauley.com

w w w. a u s t i n m a c a u l e y . c o m

All  genres welcome

���������� �� ��� ������

	�� ������  � ������ � �����  � �� ��

������  � ���� ��� � � ���

BENENDEN
TM

- BESPOKE ALUMINIUM WINDOWS

FOR PERIOD & DESIGNER PROPERTIES


�
 ���� ���� ���������	�

����������
�	
������

�� ��  ��!��!!!����� ���!!!
 �����!!!���� ������

www.conservatoryblinds.co.uk
0800 071 88 88
Call now or visit our inspirational website

conservatory
BLINDS limited

Make the most of your conservatory...

   2
5% OFF

  popular 
pleat

ed &
 pinoleu

m fab
rics
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HEATING

SOFAS

% 
OFF

UP 
TO30   

on selected lines

Special Offer

MODE
RN

 S
TY

LIS
H SLI

MLINE DESIGN 70 M
M

DEEP

70MM

YE
AR

 M
AN

UFACTURE GUARANTEE15
Replace 

ageing night 
storage heaters with low 

input highly efficient, stylish 
Technik Heat UK radiators.

SAVE MONEY, CONSUME LESS...
• Precision engineered German manufacturer
• Highly efficient slim 20mm ceramic core
• 15 year manufacturer’s guarantee
• Solar PV, Economy 7 & Heatwise wiring compatible
• Maintenance free, no annual service costs
• Full professional installation service
• 70mm slimline, stylish design
• Manual, built in digital or wireless controls for total

controlled comfort and well being
• Highly efficient and less consumption

www.technikheatuk.com
CALL FOR FREE ON: 0800 434 6462 or 01908  566 855

YOU CAN BEAT RISING
ENERGY COSTS...

15
mins

Technik Heat low input
highly efficient heaters use
on average 15 minutes of
energy in an hour

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
____________Post code:_____________Telephone/Mobile: ________________________________

Simply complete your details below, cut out and pop into an
envelope with this address: FREEPOST TECHNIK HEAT UK HA 05/15

To request your
free catalogue:

ACT NOW - install the highly efficient 
Technik Heat ceramic electric radiators and
reduce your energy wastage.

77 Alston Drive, Bradwell Abbey Industrial Estate, 
Milton Keynes, MK13 9HG

sofas that  
hit the spot...

The Aissa medium chaise sofa in pebble soft wool. For reader 

offers visit www.sofa.com/ant, pop in to our London or Bath 

showroom or call us on 0345 400 2222.
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OUTDOOR BUILDINGS

INTERIORSFURNITURE

For more great 
products explore the 

Homes & Antiques 

Online Directory 

www.homesandantiques.com
/directory

S C U M B L E G O O S I E

www.scumblegoosie.com

E  

Beds   Bookcases  

Chests   Clocks 

Consoles  

Cupboards   Lamp 

Bases   M irrors  

Seat ing   Tables  

TV  Stands 

Wardrobes   Wall 

Shelves  Etc  Etc ! !

H a n d m a d e  i n 

s u s t a i n a b l e 

s o l i d 

h a r d w o o d

  

B e s p o k e  s e r v i c e 

a v a i l a b l e

www scumblegoosie com
0 1 4 5 3 7 3 1 3 0 5

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG1 3HE

for sales/enquiries or FREE brochure call - 01423 500442

Call us today on 0800 534 5024
For a FREE brochure or no obligation design consultation

or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk

SEE OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE ONLINE

*Subject to status.

Written details on request.

Nationwide Verandas are designed to provide a
stylish & practical area to enjoy outdoor living

whatever the weather

BUY NOW, PAY
IN 12 MONTHS*

Quality outdoor living with Nationwide Home Innovations

ON SELECTED
PRODUCTS

OFF40%
UP TO

Contemporary Verandas
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

FREE GUIDE TO RELEASING
EQUITY FROM YOUR HOME

You could release a tax-free cash lump sum from your property

to spend however you like. Join the thousands of people enjoying 

the benefits of releasing the value tied up in their homes

M
any people, especially

those embarking on

retirement, still live in their

family home, the place where many

treasured memories have been made

over the years. Maybe you’ve been

promising yourself a new kitchen or

bathroom or have designs on adding

a conservatory. Or maybe you’d simply

like to redecorate and have new

carpets but just can’t find the funds.

Whatever improvements you’d like to

make, the money tied up in your bricks

and mortar could help you achieve

these aspirations.

LET YOUR HOME HELP

Equity release is a way for

homeowners aged 55 to 95 to release

a tax-free cash lump sum from their

property, to spend however they like.

There are no monthly repayments to

make and the amount owed is paid

back when you and your partner pass

away or move into long-term care.

A recent market report on equity

release revealed that 63 per cent

of customers were choosing to use

the funds to make improvements to

their home or garden*. Whether your

dream is having new windows fitted

or even just making simple changes

to help you get around your home

more easily, equity release can help to

make it a reality. As you’ll be spending

a lot more time in your home when 

you retire, why not make it everything

you’ve always wanted it to be?

SEEK EXPERT ADVICE

To find out if equity release is right

for you, Key Retirement has produced 

a free guide for Homes & Antiques

readers. You could also take advantage

of a free, no-obligation consultation

with Key, in which your adviser will

explore the options available to you.

If equity release is not right for you,

your adviser will tell you. They will also

explain how equity release will reduce

the value of your estate and may affect

your entitlement to state benefits.

This is an equity release plan. To

understand the features and risks, ask

for a personalised illustration. Unless

you decide to go ahead, Key’s service 

is completely free of charge, as its

typical advice fee

of 1.65% of the

amount released

is only payable

on completion 

of a plan.

FREE 
GUIDE

FOR H&A  
READERS

‘Equity release has 
given us the chance  
to be comfortable’
MR & MRS HALL, LEEDS

HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR FREE GUIDE
Call free on 0808 252 4542 to order your guide to releasing cash from your 

home or to arrange a free, no-obligation consultation. Lines are open Monday  

to Thursday, 9am-7pm; Friday, 9am-5.30pm; and Saturday, 9am-1pm

Alternatively, visit keyretirement.co.uk/readeroffer

*Key Retirement Market Monitor 2014 Review



AAlbion Baths 01255 

831605; albionbathco.com

Alfies Antique Market  

020 7723 6066;  

alfiesantiques.com

Amara 0800 587 7645; amara.com

Applecross Antiques; 

applecrossantiques.com

Archivist Gallery  

01608 658601; archivistgallery.com

Aurea Carter 07815 912477; 

englishceramics.com

Ayers & Graces 01582 536760; 

ayersandgraces.com

B Balineum 020 7431 9364; 

balineum.co.uk

Best & Lloyd 020 7610 9191; 

bestandlloyd.com

Blue Transferware  

01858 462656;  

bluetransferware.com

Bonhams 020 7393 3900; 

bonhams.com

Bushwood Antiques  

01582 794700; bushwood.co.uk

C Charlotte Gaskell  

020 8672 3224; 

charlottegaskell.com

Christie’s 020 7930 6074; 

christies.com

Cole & Son 020 7376 4628;  

cole-and-son.com

The Colour Flooring 

Company 020 7254 3526; 

colourflooring.co.uk

The Conran Shop  

0844 848 4000; conranshop.co.uk

DDavid Mellor 020 7730 

4259, davidmellordesign.com

Debenham Antiques  

01728 860707; antiquefurniture.tv

Designers Guild  

020 7893 7400; designersguild.com

E eBay eBay.com

English Abode  

020 7349 9500;  

englishabode.com 

F Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 

farrow-ball.com

The French House 020 7371 

7573; thefrenchhouse.co.uk

GGreen & Stone  

020 7352 0837; 

greenandstone.com

Guinevere Antiques  

020 7736 2917; guinevere.co.uk

HHemswell Antiques  

01427 668389;  

hemswell-antiques.com

Hilary Batstone 020 7730 5335; 

hilarybatstone.com

Holly Johnson Antiques  

01260 253110; 

hollyjohnsonantiques.com

Homebarn 01628 474011; 

homebarnshop.co.uk

I India Jane 020 7351 9940; 

indiajane.co.uk

J Jonathan Adler 020 7589 

9563; jonathanadler.com

K Kendra Haste 01279 

777070; kendrahaste.co.uk

L La Belle Boutique  

07771 634444

Liberty 020 7573 9676;  

liberty.co.uk  

Linen Me 020 8133 3853; 

linenme.com

Little Greene 020 7935 8844; 

littlegreene.com  

Lovers of Blue & White  

01763 853800; blueandwhite.com

MMarks & Spencer  

0845 302 1234; 

marksandspencer.com

The Merry Magpie;  

themerrymagpie.co.uk

Milk Concept Boutique  

020 7729 9880; 

milkconceptboutique.co.uk

Modernica +1 323 826 1611; 

modernica.net

NNicholas Haslam  

020 7730 8623; 

nicholashaslam.com

Nicky Heard 07887 950959; 

nickyheard.co.uk

Nobilis 0845 680 0225;  

nobilis.co.uk

OOffkut offkut.bigcartel.com

The Old Cinema  

020 8995 4166; theoldcinema.co.uk

Orchid 020 7384 2443; 

orchidfurniture.co.uk

P Pimpernel & Partners 

020 7731 2448; 

pimpernelandpartners.co.uk

Premier Antiques 01207 

270301; premierantiques.co.uk

R RE 01434 634567;  

re-foundobjects.com

Retrouvius 020 8960 6060; 

retrouvius.com

Rockett St George 01444 

253391; rockettstgeorge.co.uk

Romo 01623 756699; romo.com

S Sanctuary Bathrooms 

0113 244 4400;  

sanctuary-bathrooms.co.uk

Selfridges 0800 123 400; 

selfridges.com

Shimu 0800 088 6800;  

shimu.co.uk

Sir William Bentley Billiards 

020 8940 1152; billiards.co.uk

Sofa.com 0345 400 2222;  

sofa.com

Squint Limited 020 7739 9275; 

squintlimited.com

Stepevi 020 7376 7574;  

stepevi.com

Stokke +49 7031 611 580;  

stokke.com

Sue Norman 020 8870 4677; 

suenormanblueandwhitechina.co.uk

Sunbury Antiques Market 

01932 230946; sunburyantiques.com

T Themes & Variations 

020 7727 5531; 

themesandvariations.com

Thibaut 020 7351 6496; 

thibautdesign.com

WWharfside 01372 

379810; wharfside.co.uk

William Yeoward  

020 7349 7828; williamyeoward.com

Woven Ground 020 7193 0505; 

wovenground.net

# 1stdibs 1stdibs.com

SHOPPING DIRECTORY

Terms and conditions for competitions Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the promoter’s employees. By 

entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person allowed. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. Winning 

entries will be chosen at random from all eligible entries. The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. For details of the winners, send an SAE to Immediate Media Company 

Bristol Limited, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol, BS1 3BN within two months of the closing date. If any winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing date, the promoter 

will offer the prize to a runner-up. Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value, but there is no cash alternative. See homesandantiques.com/

competitionterms for full terms and conditions.

Competitions Send a postcard with your name, address, phone number and the name of the competition you wish to enter to: Homes 

& Antiques magazine, PO Box 501, Leicester, LE94 0AA. Closing date for this issue is midnight on 29th April 2015 unless otherwise stated.
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T
his clock was presented to my
maternal grandmother on the
occasion of her wedding in 1938.
My family is from Lincoln and my
grandparents met working at a local

engineering firm called Robey’s. The company
presented my grandmother with the clock, which
was made by Lincoln jeweller William Mansell.

It’s a lovely, romantic piece with a desperately
sad tale. My grandmother died suddenly aged 
37. No one knows what she died of. It’s partly 
why the clock is so special to me. When I think
how close my mother is to my daughter, it feels
strange that I never knew my grandmother.

It was made during a turbulent time. 1938 was
the eve of the second world war. It must have
been a time of hope for my grandparents in terms
of their marriage, while the rest of the world was
unsettled. I’m about to get married, so the clock
has a particular relevance at the moment.

When the clock chimes, it takes me back. My 
grandfather married again and lived to a ripe old
age. When I hear the clock, I feel like I could be
back in the home he shared with his second wife.
I don’t have the chimes set, though. They would
drive everybody in my house crazy.

We’ve recently moved to an old house in New
Malden, Surrey, which the clock totally suits.
The house was built in 1865, when New Malden
became an important railway junction. I Googled
the history of the house, and Arts and Crafts
artists and authors have lived here. As a writer
myself, it’s lovely to feel a part of that.

I’m getting married in the Tower of London. It’s
because I’m chief curator of the Historic Royal
Palaces and since writing my book about Thomas
Cromwell, I’ve become a bit obsessed by him. 

He is buried in the Tower chapel. It’s a bit
ghoulish but for someone who loves history,
you can’t get much more historic than that.

I like to buy things with meaning. If I’ve been
somewhere that’s special and I can buy something
connected with it, that’s brilliant. I have a
piece of stained glass from Middleham Castle
in Yorkshire, which had a nearby monastery
probably dissolved by Cromwell himself.

Our house is a very eclectic mix. I love antique
prints, especially of old castles, and views of
Venice, a city I adore. Meanwhile, my fiancé Tom
likes modern things, so my old pictures hang
alongside his Tracey Emin and Gilbert & George 
prints. It’s a bit bizarre but I think it works.

I’m a very good timekeeper. My Room 101 would
be people who are late all the time. Even if I try
to be fashionably late to a party, I always end up
being 15 minutes early. It must be the influence 
of my grandmother’s clock. Q

* Tracy Borman will be speaking at Stratford Literary

Festival on 30th April at 5.30pm. Tickets are £8.

01789 207100; stratfordliteraryfestival.co.uk.

She is the author of Thomas Cromwell: The Untold

Story of Henry VIII’s Most Faithful Servant (Hodder  t

& Stoughton, £8.99)

The historian and chief curator of

the Historic Royal Palaces on her 

grandmother’s mantel clock

The mantel clock, with

a dedication to Tracy’s

grandmother, sits below

one of a collection of

antique prints sourced

on Tracy’s travels and 

on trips to Bridge Road,

near her workplace at

Hampton Court Palace 

INTERVIEW ALICE HANCOCK

PHOTOGRAPHS NIALL McDIARMID

BORMAN

THE FINAL LOT



The Whimsical Collection Punchinello 103/2006.

www.cole-and-son.com




