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annual Pasola 

festival, page 72.
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on sumba
island

A S U R F R E T R E A T W I T H S O U L

where should 
you go this 
year?

learn 
how to 
ride an 

elephant. 
yes, you!

JANUARY 2015SOUTHEAST ASIA

Download Us 
T+L Tablet Edition

↑

Available on iOS,  
Android, Win 8   

and Zinio Desktop Reader.

— 
Follow Us

twitter.com/
travleisureasia

 + 
facebook.com/

travelleisureasia
 + 

pinterest.com/
travleisureasia

 + 
instagram.com/

travelandleisureasia

— 
Visit Us 

travelandleisureasia.com
↓

This Month’s Top Lists 

3 Great British Chefs in 
Hong Kong

4 Sophisticated Spots for 
a Gin and Tonic

6 Things on Your Can’t- 
Miss List for Shanghai

Contact Us
tleditor@

mediatransasia.com 

f

One More Time
As we ring in the new year, readers share the destinations 

they hope to revisit in 2015 and why.
—

instagram.com/travelandleisureasia

1.

3.

2.

4.

1. The grandeur of Mount Fuji, Japan. (@p indropchaos)
2. Please, just one more night in Taipei. (@jeoyuh)

3. Preah Khan, a two-story building, the
only one of its kind near Siem Reap. (@tcs197)

4. Korea surprises with its beauty at every turn. (@hu izz ) 

— 
Share your favorite photos on Instagram and tag them with 

#TLAsia for a chance to be featured in the magazine. 
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EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE, A DESTINATION 
grabs our attention and doesn’t let go. It might 
be an entire country or simply a singular 
resort—as in the case of Nihiwatu on Sumba 
Island, which has been unassumingly 
redefining the notion of “resort” for a spell now. 
In the excitement of a new expansion, Peter Jon 
Lindberg (“Welcome to Sumba,” page 72) 
uncovers the magic of this dreamy, high-
minded Indonesian surf center that implores us 

to not just get there but also get involved. 
Lindberg, who claims to have a Brooklyn 
address but is rarely at home (I think I last saw 
him in Shanghai, though it could have been 
Hong Kong), is passionate about travel and 
specializes in uncovering the best qualities of 
everywhere he visits without delving into 
clichés. For the category-defying Nihiwatu, that 
proposition is either easy or entirely impossible: 
the resort can be described as bohemian, 
surreal and even ethical without raising an 
eyebrow. But don’t take it from me, enjoy the 
portrait that Lindberg paints. One warning: the 
next step in the sand is for you to visit Sumba.

Not that you’ll have any shortage of travel 
options in the coming year. To get your list 
started, we offer a quick breakdown of need-to-
know places for 2015 (page 19). As always, the 
destinations are mouthwatering, but, like 
Sumba, also push us to think about our place 
in and impact on the world as a whole. One 
pick, the Great Barrier Reef, is facing some 
serious environmental questions; other locales 
such as Chengdu and Milan are must-visits 
this year for their focus on the conservation 
and community while still offering that break 
from the everyday that we all need.

Now it’s your turn. Until March 2, 2015, 
readers are invited to rate their favorite hotels, 
resorts, cities, cruise lines, airlines and more 
in the T+L World’s Best Awards 2015. To do so, 
visit TLWorldsBest.com/intl and let your 
voice be heard.

Stand-up paddleboarding 
around Sumba Island.

Christopher Kucway

 @CKucway 
chrisk@mediatransasia.com

Editor’s Note
Contact me
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The T+L Code While on assignment, Travel+Leisure editors and contributors travel incognito whenever possible. They also generally 
do not accept free travel or take press trips; we will clearly identify any instances in which we’ve made an exception to this policy.
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Why is the Great Barrier Reef our 
top pick? Every tourism dollar spent 

there is a vote against the mines and 
ports earmarked for the coast. We need 

to drive home to the Australian 
government that there is more profit and 

utility in preserving resources than 
burning them. New Caledonia is… To 
risk a cliché, the world’s best-kept travel 
secret. It offers Western conveniences in 

a tropical island far removed from the 
politics and anxiety of the global 

economy. Where are you going 
next? To motorbike through northeast 

India’s seven tribal states, each 
bordering different countries like China, 

Bhutan and Burma, and each taking on 
the characteristics of their neighbors. It 

is a wild collection of destinations.

Contributors

Ian Lloyd Neubauer
—

Writer and Photographer
“The Best Places to Go in 
2015,” page 19, and “Slow 

Dining,” page 88

How is Shan State different 
from the rest of Burma? The Shan 

State operates on a different, slower 
tempo from elsewhere. The landscape is 

a beautiful mix of orange and red 
farmland, and there’s a huge amount of 

ethnic diversity. How does Buddhism 
permeate the country’s culture? 
After such a rocky political history and 
their own natural disasters, the people 

are down to earth, warm and very 
humble, a real testament to their 

devotion. There’s a lot we can learn 
from them. Burma in a        
sentence Alive at dawn. 

Jonathan Pozniak
—

Writer and Photographer
“Spirit of Burma,” 

page 82

Favorite Sumba photo subject The 
Pasola festival warriors riding horses 

bareback on Nihiwatu’s beach. Hearing 
them whoop and shout as they rode at top 

speed, and without saddles, was 
unbelievable. You’d fly back for... 

The surf! I loved swimming in the clear 
waters before eating crayfish tails 

cooked over open coals at a barbecue. It 
sounds like I didn’t do work at all, doesn’t 

it? The island, in three words 
Rugged, unchanged, spectacular.

John Laurie
—

Photographer
“Welcome to Sumba,” 

page 72

BELMOND.COM

EASTERN 
& ORIENTAL 

EXPRESS

THE ULTIMATE WAY 
TO EXPLORE HIDDEN 

SOUTHEAST ASIA - 
ABOARD ITS MOST 

ELEGANT TRAIN.

SPECIAL OFFER
Book any journey departing from 

Singapore in March, April or 
May 2015 and your companion 

will travel for half the price. 
Book before 25th March 2015. 

Quote EC50 at time of booking.

Contact our luxury travel
consultants on 

+65 63950678
or your local travel agent.



Discover our magnifique addresses in Asia

My Magnifique Voyages
My Magnifique Voyages

Sofitel  Krabi Phokeethra
Golf & Spa Resort

Sofitel Bangkok Sukhu
mvit

Sofitel Phnom Penh Phokeethra

Sofitel Saigon Plaza

SAVOUR THE ART DE VIVRE IN ASIA’S MOST EXOTIC DESTINATIONS. EACH OF OUR ELEGANT 
PROPERTIES BLENDS INDULGENT COMFORT, FLAWLESS SERVICE AND MAGNIFICENT DESIGN. 
BANGKOK, PHNOM PENH, KRABI, SAIGON… DISCOVER ALL OUR MAGNIFIQUE ADDRESSES IN 
OVER 40 COUNTRIES AT www.sofitel.com



My favorite place on earth is Kuala Lumpur. Thank you for 
telling the world about all the great restaurants, hotels

and things to do there in Decoder [July 2014].  
—Faisal Ali

Inbox

Visit us
travelandleisureasia.com

Follow us
  f  facebook.com/
TravelLeisureAsia

+
 @TravLeisureAsia 

Contact us
tleditor@

mediatransasia.com 

Straits to the Resort
I live in Colorado but I’m going for trip 
No. 11 to Asia in a few months. I’m 
headed to Singapore and I’ve got to 
check out Funtasy Island [“Green is 
Good,” July 2014]! 
—Warren Williams

Grilling Up Goodness
Why didn’t I know about the barbecue 
at Quan Ut Ut [“Pig Out,” November 
2014] before I visited Saigon?! 
—Jenelle Fielding

A Vietnamese Vacation
The best way to experience north 
Vietnam is to travel up in the hills by 
train and to the bays by car and cruise 
[“The Bay Less Traveled,” August 
2014], then back to Hanoi to enjoy the 
crisp, fresh morning with a cup of hot 
coffee after finishing banh cuon, 
steamed rice-paper rolls. Once you try 
it, you will miss it every morning. 
—Tran Lai Cong Binh

Secret Retreat
Shhh... stop telling everybody! 
Pranburi [“Silent Shores,” July 2014] 
in Thailand is so peaceful. I want to 
keep it to myself. 
—Kevin Ainsley

Island of History
I didn’t know that almost the entire 
old town of Penang [“God and Ghosts 
of Penang,” May 2014] is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Can’t wait to visit 
there next summer!
—Jennifer S. Hilsabeck

Tea Party
Been to Jioufen Teahouse [“Tea for 
Two,” July 2014] a few years ago. 
It’s classic. Taipei is an amazing 
place, with  amazing food and 
amazing people!
—Albena Alexandrova Popova
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www.backyardtravel.com  
info@backyardtravel.com 

001 800 2225 9273

MYANMAR ∙ BHUTAN ∙ INDONESIA ∙ JAPAN
VIETNAM ∙ CAMBODIA ∙ THAILAND ∙ LAOS ∙ CHINA

 Tailor-made tours  
    inspired by local knowledge.

Want to
explore ASIA?

Step into our
BACKYARD
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

A SPLASH OF 
ROMANCE UNDER THE SUN 

the idea that the longest journeys are the most rewarding. 
A two-and-half hour drive from Bangkok in the seaside town of Hua 

Hin, Let’s Sea is an easy to reach beach resort where every detail has been 
carefully planned and considered to maximize your leisure and pleasure. 

This chic eco-resort is nestled on a striking stretch of white sand 
overlooking the azure waters of the Gulf of Thailand close enough to Hua 
Hin town to make a visit practical, but far enough away to remain peaceful. 

An African village-meets-Bauhaus architecture sets the tone for the 

colourful soft furnishing set the mood in the lobby lounge. The rooftop 
spa offers both a breeze and wonderful views.

All of the guestrooms spill out onto the 120-meter lagoon pool that 
stretches through the resort creating unique water world atmosphere. The 
rooms designed by Architects Gaia and Agaligo are spectacular in their mix 
of traditional Thai style and modern comfort. 

The 20 Studios have private poolside terraces, while the Moon Deck 

Duplex Suites offers 68 square meters and easy access to the pool. 

separate rain showers big enough for two and all rooms have a Bose iPod 
dock so you can chill in the tub to your favorite tunes.  

One of the biggest reasons to stay at the hotel is its Beach Restaurant. 
With Thai and international dishes and a well-considered wine list, it’s an 
ideal place for sunrise or star watching. 

Perfection is in the details and Let’s Sea has an enchanting spa, 24-hour 
in-room dining, breakfast-in-bed room service, an out-door gym, Internet, 

refrigerator with a complimentary Bt111 bar credit.  

 www.letussea.com  |  66-32/536-888   
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vote now!  For your 
favorite hotels, spas, 
airlines, cruise lines, 
travel companies 
and destinations you 
love—in the only truly 
global travel survey 
that matters!

Dear Travel + Leisure Southeast Asia readers,

We trust you. We trust your judgement. That’s why we want you to rate our global travel experiences for us, in the 
Travel + Leisure World’s Best Awards, now through March 2, 2015. These awards are recognized as travel’s highest 
honor, so it’s time to give back to those hotels, resorts, spas, airlines, cruise lines, travel companies and destinations 
you love the most. Readers of all global editions of Travel + Leisure will participate in the awards, so this is your 
chance for Southeast Asia’s voice to be heard.

So visit TLWorldsBest.com/intl and tell us exactly what you think. The full global results will be published in our 
August issue.

T+L WORLD’S BEST AWARDS 2015

VOTE 
FOR YOUR

FAVORITES
TRAVEL

TLWorldsBest.com/intl
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THE BEST PLACES 
TO GO IN 2015

The swirling sands of 
Hills Inlet in Australia’s 
Whitsunday Islands. 

Radar
News. Finds. Opinions. Obsessions.

The world is getting smaller, but the 
chances of having an extraordinary 
new experience are only increasing. 
From classic stunners like the Great 

Barrier Reef, to an emerging style hub 
in North Africa, to a hopping stretch 

of beach in Indonesia, this year’s 
standout destinations are changing 

the travel map. �

PHOTOGRAPHED BY IAN LLOYD NEUBAUER TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM    JA N UA R Y 2015   19
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GREAT BARRIER REEF, AUSTRALIA

t+l’s top pick

Beyond being just another 
destination, the Great Barrier 
Reef is also the largest living 

organism on earth: a 2,300-kilometer-
long subaqueous maze of coral 
gardens, more spectacular than a 
bursting supernova, encircled by 
highways of brightly colored fish. 
When Barack Obama visited Australia 
for the G20 summit last November, he 
lamented that he didn’t have time to 
see it. A few days earlier, Sir David 
Attenborough had flown in to film a 
new 3-D documentary series for the 
BBC, describing it as the most magical 

thing he’s ever seen. But the Great 
Barrier Reef is in peril. Climate change 
and coastal development have created 
an environmental double-whammy, 
with UNESCO now threatening to 
declassify it as a World Heritage site 
unless radical new management 
practices are put in place. Adding to 
the cringe-factor are plans to build an 
A$8 billion mega-resort and casino for 
Chinese gamblers on the mainland 
north of Cairns.

There is every reason to hope 
Australia—a nation whose very 
identity is of the coast and of the 

sea—will rise to the challenge and 
protect this incomparable ecological 
marvel. Still, travelers should not 
tarry in 2015, for the stories and 
photographs one takes back home will 
contribute to the global movement to 
save the Great Barrier Reef. The 
biggest news for 2014 was the July 
opening of the One&Only Hayman 
Island (hayman.oneandonlyresorts.
com; doubles from A$730). Set in the 
geographic heart of the reef, this 
beautifully sybaritic whole-of-island 
retreat leaves no stone unturned in 
the pursuit of luxury. Stay in a 

Radar

Breakfast in a jar at Qualia. 

A manta ray moment at 
Lady Elliot Island.
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Kwila hut, Haggerstone Island.

Morning tea on the boardwalk 
at Hamilton Island Marina.



TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM    JA N UA R Y 2015   21

one-bedroom suite with swim-out 
access to Australia’s largest pool or in 
lavish beach villas. There are seven 
restaurants and bars, the best of 
which is Fire, a haute cuisine 
interpretation of surf ‘n’ turf. 

Lush Lizard Island (lizardisland.
com.au; doubles from A$1,628), the 
northern-most resort on the reef, is 
reopening in April after a 12-month 
renovation. The island, a national park 
covering 1,013 hectares with 24 sandy 
beaches and a lagoon, is back to its 
awe-inducing natural glory, following 
the mayhem of Cyclone Ita’s impact 
last spring, and rooms in the resort are 
rumored to be better than ever.

Travelers looking for a tried and 
true hotspot should head to Hamilton 
Island (hamiltonisland.com.au), the 
most popular holiday destination on 
the reef. In the third week of August, it 
hosts Audi Hamilton Island Race 
Week (hamiltonislandraceweek.com.
au), a fixture of the international 
sailing calendar with a convivial 
on-shore program combining fashion 
events, food markets, cocktail parties 
and yoga on the beach. Later this year 
(dates to be confirmed), the Australian 
Ballet returns to Hamilton for its 
annual Pas de Deux in Paradise, a 
water’s edge performance and 
black-tie dinner held at Qualia (qualia.
com.au; pavilions from A$995 per 
night), Hamilton’s small luxury resort.

Crowd shy? Demure Orpheus 
Island National Park offers secluded 
bays and beaches, fringing coral and a 
giant clam nursery populated by 
mollusks weighing up to 200 
kilograms. Orpheus is one of the few 
islands on the reef where camping is 
permitted (nprsr.qld.gov.au/parks; 
sites A$5.75 per person per night). 
Orpheus (orpheus.com.au; full board 
from A$900 per couple per night) is 
also the name of the island’s laid-back 
luxury lodge—14 rooms and an 
alfresco-style restaurant laid along a 
serene ribbon of sugar-white sand. 
The kitchen sources fresh produce 
from the resort’s veggie patch and 
from daily fishing expeditions in 
waters exploding with dogtooth tuna, 
Spanish mackerel and coral trout.

Mozambique  
With its mangrove-
fringed islands, 

sugar-white sands and turquoise 
waters, the Bazaruto Archipelago 
has caught the eye of high-end 
hotel brands—andBeyond  
and Singita, which plan to open 
lodges this year and next.

Chengdu, China  
The panda capital is 
securing its place on the 

savvy traveler’s itinerary. Credit a 
new streamlined 72-hour no-visa 
policy and a packed lineup of hotel 
openings in 2015 and beyond—
including Six Senses, Fairmont, 
Mandarin Oriental and Swire’s 
Temple House.

Milan Some 20 million 
visitors are expected 
for the food-focused 

Expo 2015, beginning in May. 
We’re also excited about yearlong 
programming at La Scala, the 
new Museo delle Culture from 
David Chipperfield, and, at 
Palazzo Reale, Italy’s largest-ever 
Leonardo da Vinci exhibit.

Durham, N.C.  
With an art-centric 
21c Museum Hotel 

expected this spring, the 
once-sleepy college town is 
emerging from the shadows of 
Raleigh and Chapel Hill. The food 
and drink scene alone warrants a 
trip: fair-trade coffee shops, 
micro-distilleries and some of 
the best barbecue around.

Dominican Republic 
Far from the resort-
clogged beaches of 

Punta Cana, the less-frequented 
northern shore is set to lure 
well-heeled sun-seekers. Planned 
properties from Aman and 
Gansevoort will be welcome 
departures from the island’s 
cookie-cutter all-inclusives. 

FIVE MORE  
PLACES TO VISIT 
THIS YEAR

Near the northern tip of Australia, 
Haggerstone Island (haggerstone 
island.com; seven nights, full board 
A$11,620 per couple) offers a bone-deep 
sense of quiet. Accessible only by 
private charter from Cairns (round-
trip from A$1,150 per person), the 
island’s resort is a small collection of 
palm-thatch beach huts and tree 
houses hand-crafted by the Turner 
family, who’ve lived on Haggerstone 
for 20 years. Yet it’s the hundreds of 
kilometers of virtually untouched 
lagoons, reefs and open ocean the 
island’s guests can explore by 
speedboat or helicopter that make 
Haggerstone so special. 

In the deep south of the reef, the 
facilities at Lady Elliot Island Eco 
Resort (ladyelliot.com.au; eco cabins 
from A$330 per couple per night) are 
unpretentious but the ecosystem is 
among the most ostentatious on the 
planet. A sanctuary for more than 
1,200 species of marine life, the 
surrounding waters have an 
abundance of manta rays, turtles, 
dolphins and migratory whales. “Lady 
Elliot is the best of the reef because 
you are living and breathing nature,” 
says British author Ben Southall. “The 
birds are on your doorstep, it’s mostly 
solar powered and you can walk 
straight from your room into a 
brilliant coral cay set right on the edge 
of a continental shelf and go 
snorkeling with giant manta rays.”
—I A N L L OY D N E U BAU E R

Poolside on the reef.
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Malaysia’s fast-moving capital takes on an 
extra sheen when seen through the eyes of 
artist Christine Das (christinedas.com). Her 
work, capturing hoofed, horned, tusked and 
tufted subjects in a powerful blend of 
color-soaked strokes, has been exhibited in 
galleries across Malaysia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and the United States, raising global 
awareness of endangered Malaysian species. 
Though originally from Penang, nature-lover 
Das has been wooed by Kuala Lumpur’s 
ever-evolving urban canvas. Here, her favorite 
spots to indulge in, and escape, the city life.
   
Stay For British colonial charm, stay at The 
Majestic (60-3/2785-8000; majestickl.com; 
doubles from RM500), with its romantic orchid 
garden. For a contemporary KL experience, 
new opening E.City Hotel (60-3/5115-1111; 
ecityhotel.my; doubles from RM190) offers luxe 
comfort and shopping under one roof. 

See + Do Nature is my muse, and I find it at 
Kuala Lumpur Bird Park (60-3/2272-1010; 
klbirdpark.com; RM48 per person) and the 
Perdana Botanical Garden (klbotanical 
garden.gov.my), two easy green getaways from 
KL’s concrete jungle. + Bank Negara 
Museum and Art Gallery (museum.bnm.gov.
my; free entry) has a superb collection of 
artworks set in a meditative ambience. 

Shop Monthly Fuyoh Art Bazaar in Publika 
(60-3/6211-7877; publika.com.my) sells loads of 
artisanal items, and is a great place to meet 
other artists. When I feel nostalgic, I go to the 
Amcorp Mall’s flea market (60-3/7956-2999; 
amcorpmall.com), a treasure trove of 
Malaysian memorabilia. 

Eat + Drink  As a Penang native, I constantly 
crave northern delicacies. Penang One 
(penang-one.com; meal for two from RM40) 
always satisfies my taste buds. For Western, 
Zest Café (zestcafe.com.my; dinner for two 
from RM65) dishes up great Mediterranean 
mains in a homely setting. + For cocktails and 
live music, go to Bricks & Barrels (facebook.
com/bnbhartamas; drinks for two RM55) or 
Mandolin Plaza Glomac (60-3/7886-8434; 
drinks for two RM50), which hosts bands daily. 
My favorite  is Alphabeat’s 1980’s retro covers 
on Tuesdays. —M A RCO F ER R A R ESE

Painter Christine Das offers the 
broad strokes and fine points
of life in her adopted city’s 
lesser-known neighborhoods. 

KINETIC  
KUALA LUMPUR 
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Artist 
Christine 

Das. 

Publika 
hosts a 

monthly 
art fair.

The 
Majestic 

hotel.

A local at 
Kuala Lumpur 
Bird Park.

Publika hosts a 
monthly art fair. 
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Lamb shank at 
Bricks & 
Barrels.

Comfort, a 
work by Das.
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HEAD FOR THE HILLS
hotels

Quiet is still king in the former Thai 
capital. Sure, Chiang Mai is a hopping 
tourist destination, but the hotels that 
seem to thrive there have an understated 
sense of style and seclusion that mesh 
with the city’s surprisingly artsy and 
small-town vibe. Answering the cry for 
calm, a new batch of boutiques is 
sprouting this spring. Small-scale luxury 
brand X2 followed up the 2013 opening of 
their first Chiang Mai property with a 
six-bedroom villa near the south 
entrance of Chiang Mai Gate last month, 
and already a third exclusive getaway, the 
X2 Chiang Mai-Mae Ping River Villa 
(x2resorts.com; Bt30,000 for up to 12 
people), is debuting in February. X2’s 

expansion efforts in Chiang Mai, director 
of development Frederic Garnier says, 
are all “to cater to high demand for the 
exclusive private villa.” Even in the city 
center, hotels are going for the intimate 
and unusual. Urban resort Akyra is 
scheduled to open the Akyra Manor 
Chiang Mai (theakyra.com/chiang-mai) 
in April and if its façade, a funky modern 
take on Chiang Mai’s Old City wall, is 
anything to go by, the space is going to be 
a showstopper. Founder Anchalika 
Kijkanakorn is particularly proud of the 
stylish rooftop pool bar where she says 
the sunsets will be “a religious 
experience.” We’d expect no less in this 
town of 300 temples. —MERRITT GURLEY

GETAWAY BUFFET

It is time to test your 
globe-hopping 

stamina. Staying true 
to its slogan, “Now 
everyone can fly,” 

AirAsia is launching 
an all-you-can-travel 

ticket this month.  
It is like the Eurail 

Pass for Southeast 
Asian skies, opening 
up 137 routes within  
the airline’s network. 
The price tag for this 
non-stop adventure, 

known for now as  
the AirAsia ASEAN 

Pass, will be US$148, 
and will allow 

frequent fliers to  
visit up to 10 

destinations within  
a month. We’re 

cautiously optimistic 
about the deal; some 

AirAsia specials  
come with restrictive 
terms and conditions, 
or limited availability, 

so check their 
website on January 
15, when the pass is 
slated to go on sale, 

for the fine print. 
—david ngo

fl ights

Clockwise from top: Chiang Mai; the funky 
façade of Akyra Manor; X2 Chiang Mai-South 
Gate opened last month. 
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http://x2resorts.com
http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM


TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM    JA N UA R Y 2015   25

P
H

IL
IP

 F
R

IE
D

M
A

N
. 

IL
L

U
S

T
R

A
T

IO
N

 B
Y

 L
E

IF
 P

A
R

S
O

N
S

PHOTO FINISHES
London-based designer Alexandra D. Foster has  
a new take on the photo album: she transforms her 
memorable travel snapshots into silk pillows, 
handcrafted in Lake Como, Italy. Whether it’s a 
maharajah-inspired elephant design by an illustrator in 
Jaipur, India, a close-up of a tiled church dome on the 
Amalfi Coast, or a mother-of-pearl-inlaid table she fell in 
love with at Marrakesh’s Royal Mansour hotel, each adds 
a touch of worldliness to any living room. 
alexandradfoster.com; from US$295. —katie james

goods

C O N F E S S I O N S  O F

A  H O T E L  L O U N G E

S I N G E R 
Singing in a luxury 
hotel lounge isn’t all 

champagne and 
sequins. As one 

Bangkok-based jazz 
singer reveals, when 
things get messy, her 
improvisation skills 

go beyond the music. 

I love the 
couples who 

come in and I can’t 
figure out if they are male, or 

female, or in a gender transition. 
One couple was a man, dressed 

and behaving very provocatively as 
a woman, accompanied by a hot 

lady in a suit. These are 
actually some of the 
happiest couples I’ve 

observed. 

While I do take 
requests, one 

gentleman used to sit 
directly in front of me, 

shouting, “My Way!” over 
and over again, night after 

night. And I confess, I 
ignored him. 

Everybody wants to 
be a star. One woman 
actually grabbed the 

microphone out of my hands 
and practically knocked me off 
my barstool mid-song. Would 

you go up to a sushi chef 
and grab his knives?

Wedding 
casualties. After 
a “high-society” 

wedding, one guest threw 
up on the couch right in front 

of me while I was singing. 
Security, housekeeping and 

bar staff pretended they 
didn’t see. I kept 

singing. 

In the lead-up to the beauty-focused 
frenzy of Valentine’s Day, a varitable 

rainbow of new nail polishes is flooding 
the market. In honor of the steamy book’s 

cinematic debut next month, OPI (opi.
com) is releasing a Fifty Shades of  Grey 

color line, but there are only six shades in 
the collection, and they aren’t all gray: 
yes, five are in the charcoal and silver 

range, but there’s devilish red in the mix, 
to unleash your inner Anastasia Steele. 

Prefer your beauty icons in flesh and 
blood? Victoria Beckham has partnered 

with Nails Inc (nailsinc.com) on a 
limited edition gift set, including a subtle 

bone-colored varnish, Bamboo White, 
and  the tomato-hued Judo Red (duo 

£45).  In the season’s most lavish lacquer 
launch, Christian Louboutin 

(christianlouboutin.com) has unveiled 
Rouge Louboutin Starlight, a 12-milliliter 
bottle of red polish that’s decorated with 
1,500 hand-applied Strass crystals. The 

going rate for this little luxury is US$675, 
so it better not chip.   

beauty

HIGH FIVE

http://opi.com
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bangkok
1979 Vinyls and 
Unknown Pleasures
This shoebox-size 
newcomer to Thailand’s 
thriving alternative scene 
shines the spotlight on 
local talent with cheek-by- 
jowl-packed concerts in 
the fashionably small 
space. It doesn’t hurt that 
the store is located in 
trendy Thonglor, right at 
home in the same building 
as Black Amber, an 
old-school gentleman’s 
barber; and the funky 
craft studio Smitheries. 
4F Black Amber Bldg. 
between Thonglor Soi 5 and 
7; facebook.com/1979vinyl.

1979 Vinyls, 
Bangkok.

Straits Records, 
Singapore.

Joe’s Mac, 
Kuala Lumpur. Rockland, Beijing.

VINTAGE VINYL 
t+l p icks

What’s old is new again as audiophiles ditch their Spotify accounts and head straight for 
the record rack. Diana Hubbell follows the cool kids in search of some smooth LPs.

singapore
Straits Records
Whether you’re looking 
for throwback tunes or 
top-of-the-chart new 
finds, there’s a little bit of 
everything at this eclectic 
shop. The Straits team is 
also behind a local record 
label of the same name, so 
it should come as no 
surprise to find 
Singaporean bands 
featured prominently 
here. Pay special attention 
to the reggae selection—
most of the LPs are flown 
in straight from Jamaica. 
24A Bali Ln.; 65/9681-6341; 
myspace.com/
straitsrecords.

beijing
Rockland 
Trying to track down the 
latest Carsick Cars album? 
Still devastated that D22 
club shut down? Get your 
Chinese indie fix at this 
popular Houhai joint. 
Rockland was a fixture of 
the city’s underground 
scene long before it started 
to boom. The collection of 
local and Western albums 
is expansive and inspired 
thanks to the efforts of 
Xiao Zhan, a music junkie 
who’s been running the 
show for more than a 
decade. 2 Nanguanfang 
Hutong, Houhai, Xicheng 
District; 86-10/6657-1926.

kuala lumpur
Joe’s Mac 
Joe Rozario, the 
namesake and soul of this 
indie enclave, was selling 
vinyl way before it was 
retro. He started by 
hawking his wares at a 
stall in one of the city’s 
weekend markets, but 
word spread quickly and a 
brick-and-mortar shop 
followed. The aisles are 
chockablock with serious 
vintage gems, musical 
paraphernalia and all 
sorts of curios. Amcorp 
Mall, 18 Jln. Persiaran 
Barat, Petaling Jaya; 
60-3/7957-9173; facebook.
com/JoesMACMalaysia.

hong kong
Vinyl Hero 
Honkers’ hipsters might 
have just caught on to the 
cool cachet of putting the 
needle to the groove, but 
for some it never went 
away. Paul Au has been 
selling records in Hong 
Kong for 30 years  and has 
the fanatic expertise to 
prove it. For those willing 
to make an appointment, 
his wealth of knowledge 
and 35,000 records—plus 
the 300,000 he’s rumored 
to have stashed away—are 
more than worth the trip. 
5F Wai Hong Bldg., 239 
Cheung Sha Wan Rd.; Sham 
Shui Po; 852/9481-7136. C
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Three-meter high ceilings and bespoke dome light 

boxes inspired by European ‘coupoles’ invite guests 

to dream while in the comforts of their customised 

Sofitel MyBed™. Step out on one of the ‘So Lofty 

rooms’ exclusive balconies for an enhanced 

experience of intense living in the city. 

Each room includes technology for lifestyle featuring 

Apple® Mac mini media solutions, an iPad Mini and an 

iPhone 5, along with complimentary high-speed 

internet. A well-stocked complimentary personal bar, 

Illy® espresso machine and other surprise offerings 

also await all guests.

luxury design boutique hotel

in the heart of singapore’s cbd.

Sofitel So Singapore • 35 Robinson Road, Singapore 068876

www.fb.com/sofitelsosingapore - www.sofitel.com/8655 JOIN OUR GLOBAL LOYALTY PROGRAM

AT ACCORHOTE
LS.COM
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The central business 
district of this Aussie 
outpost is loosening 
its collar and 
blossoming with 
creativity, writes 
Carmen Jenner.

on the map

PLAYFUL PERTH
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The tail end of 
a Public Urban 

Art Walk.



1. Make the most of 
Perth’s endless 
sunshine and 
emerging urban art 
scene with Public 
Urban Art Walks. 
Over the course of 
three hours you’ll 
traverse three 
kilometers through 
the CBD and 
Northbridge where 
you’ll discover 
graffiti artworks, 
learn about the 
artists and then 
debrief over beers at 
the Mechanics 
Institute rooftop bar. 
Meet at Form, 357 
Murray St.; public.
form.net.au; tours 
A$45 per person. 

2. No need to choose 
between a wet, dirty 
or Martinez martini 
at the speakeasy-
style The Laneway 
Lounge: order the 
hybrid Lego Dego gin 
martini served with 
three Lego-shaped 
jelly blocks, each 
representing one of 
the renditions. And 
it isn’t just the 
cocktail menu that 
brings the heat; the 
entertainment 
line-up and new 
dinner options 
cement the 
Laneway’s rep as 
Perth’s premiere 
late-night lounge. 
414A Murray St.; 
thelaneway lounge.
com.au; dinner for 
two A$90. 

3. At 2:30 a.m., when 
it really counts, 
where can you find 
dumplings bursting 
with kangaroo, or 
wash down 
handmade noodles 
with draft-fresh 
sake? At the 
heaven-sent 
Darlings Supper 
Club, where the 
management has 
night owls covered. 

47 Lake St., 
Northbridge; 
darlingssupperclub.
com; dumplings for 
two A$20. 

4. Calling all 
carnivores—have 
your primal needs 
sated at Northbridge 
Brewing Company, 
where you can spend 
the day glutting on 
burgers and steaks 
and guzzling 
handcrafted brews. 
Add this inner-city 
brewery’s position 
overlooking the 
Northbridge Piazza 
and you’ve got the 
makings, or undoing, 
of the perfect lazy 
Sunday. 44 Lake St., 
Northbridge; 
northbridge 
brewingco.com.au; 
dinner for two A$60.

5. Running from 
November to 
mid-April, Roo�op 
Movies screens 
classic, current and 
cult films to watch 
with friends while 
chowing down on 
slices of wood-fired 
pie courtesy of 
Dough Pizza. Top 
floor, Roe Street 
Carpark, 68 Roe St., 
Northbridge; 
rooftopmovies.com.
au; from A$15.

6. Perth’s shiniest 
watering hole, Lot 
20, dishes up 
farm-fresh goodies 
until midnight. 
Drinks range from 
amber brews to 
fancy swizzled 
concoctions served 
in a courtyard or 
upstairs within the 
heritage-listed 
warehouse-style 
restaurant. Even the 
restrooms here are 
entertaining, with a 
nonstop soundtrack 
of quips from the 
1970’s BBC sitcom 

Fawlty Towers. 
198-206 William St., 
Northbridge;   
lot20.co; dinner for 
two A$70. 

7. The Perth 
International Arts 
Festival (PIAF) 
kicks off next month, 
bringing together 
more than 1,000 
artists from around 
the world. This is the 
63rd annual event, 
and to outshine its 
predecessors, the 
2015 festival is 
upping the ante with 
a few literally 
larger-than-life 
exhibitions. Theater 
company Royal de 
Luxe will use 
11-meter-tall wooden 
puppets, operated by 
manned cranes and 

pulleys, to perform 
The Incredible and 
Phenomenal Journey 
of the Giants to the 
Streets of Perth, a 
roving modern-day 
fable that will play 
out across the city. In 
another first, 
Puccini’s Madame 
Butterfly makes its 
Australian debut 
this year, fluttering 
in from the English 
National Opera and 
Metropolitan Opera 
in New York. The 
smorgasbord of 
theater, arts, music 
and performance is 
anticipated to draw a 
million spectators to 
Perth in celebration 
of creativity and 
culture. February 13– 
March 7; perth 
festival.com.au. +

Clockwise from top left: City art 
on a Public Urban Art Walks tour; 

late-night eats at Darlings Supper 
Club; have a drink at the Laneway 

Lounge; farm-fresh 
goodies at Lot 20; 

The Giants roam 
PIAF; outdoor 

Rooftop Movies.  
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DAVID 
CICLITIRA

talk ing travel

The British founder of the 
Global Eye Programme, 
a non-profit organization 
supporting modern artists in 
Asia, chats with T+L about the 
region’s hottest destinations 
for contemporary art.

What’s your favorite city to visit for art 
and design? Singapore is a stand out. It has 
transformed before my eyes over the past few 
years and has become an important hub for 
creativity. It’s really interesting how many 
international galleries have popped up in 
Gillman Barracks (gillmanbarracks.com) 
and just look at how the annual Singapore 
Art Week festival has developed since it 
debuted in 2013. 

Which Singapore hotels scratch your art 
itch? For an Old World aesthetic that has 
captured the imagination of writers and 
artists over the years, The Raffles Hotel 
(raffles.com; doubles from S$790). For its 
contemporary collection that includes 
amazing works by Antony Gormley, Sol LeWitt 
and one of my favorite artists, Anish Kapoor, 
I’d go with Marina Bay Sands Hotel 
(marinabasands.com; doubles from S$389).

Which other cities in Asia are making an 
aesthetic mark?  There’s a talented new 
generation of  Japanese artists emerging, 
which is certainly exciting. In Tokyo, the 
Peninsula Hotel (tokyo.peninsula.com; 
doubles from ¥68,000) has a 60-artist-strong 
collection and many works reflect Japanese 
traditions. And over in Jakarta, the Raffles 
(raffles.com; doubles from US$375) that is 
just about to open will be linked to the Ciputra 
Artpreneur center (ciputraartpreneur.com), 
which houses a gallery, theater and museum: 
incredibly convenient.   

What are the must-see exhibitions in 
2015? Our show “Prudential Singapore 
Eye” (ArtScience Museum, Marina Bay Sands; 
January 16-June 28), starting this month, will 
showcase 16 Singaporean artists, and it’s going 
to be fantastic. I’m also looking forward to 
visiting Yang Fudong’s “Incidental Scripts” 
(gillmanbarracks.com/cca; now through
March 1) at the Centre for Contemporary Art, 
Singapore, and “Simple Shapes” (mori.art.
museum; April 25-July 5) at the Mori Museum in 
Japan, highlighting  artists from Hiroshi 
Sugimoto to Barnett Newman.

Next stops?  I’m dying to check out Tibet, and 
I hear that there are some new styles of art 
coming out of Bangladesh so I’m adding that to 
my list as well. —M ER R IT T GU R L E Y

Radar

Clockwise from top left: David Ciclitira; 
galleries at Gillman Barracks; Marina Bay Sands; 

the lobby at the Peninsula Hotel in Tokyo is 
home to modern art; “Concrete Euphoria” at 

the ArtScience Museum, Singapore.
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In accordance with Thai law, all beaches in Thailand are open to the public.    * terms & conditions apply

         
 

A

Many of our guests tell us that memories of The Racha stay on with them, long after they depart.

Season after season, our staff delight in welcoming familiar faces back to our island resort.  
Some guests return for the care and friendship of the staff. Others to indulge again in the resort’s 
many creature comforts - from basking in sunlit ozonated pools, to enjoying The Racha’s eco-chic 
villas and strolling the resort’s twenty acre grounds. Many guests return to soak in the beauty 
and magic of Racha Yai island, rated as one of the Andaman Sea’s most beautiful.

At The Racha, when we say “we hope to see you soon again” to our guests, we often do. 
www.theracha.com

Book your getaway for January 11th - April 30th 2015 at www.theracha.com  
Enjoy Early Bird Special Rates for reservations made 30 days in advance*

all pools at the racha are  
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An elevated winter look to take 
you from Seoul to Zermatt.

SKI LIFT
style

1 Wool sweater,
   US$550, by Prada.
2 Gabardine pants,
   US$1,265, Prada.
3 Acetate sunglasses,
   US$300, Moncler. 
4 Essential UV cream,
   US$83, Dolce & Gabbana. 
5 Repairwear Intensive Lip
   Treatment, US$27, Clinique.
6 Rabbit-fur mittens,
   US$225, Glamourpuss NYC.
7 Calfskin boots,
   US$1,600, Hermès.
8 Bamboo ski helmet,
   US$990, Bogner.

PHOTOGRAPHED BY JOHN LAWTON. STYLED BY MIMI LOMBARDO
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Have I found the perfect place to 
recommend to friends looking 
for a stylish hotel in Bangkok? 
LiT BANGKOK Hotel & 
Residence boasts a convenient 
address, dramatic international 
flair and a top spa. Emblematic of 
a new breed of chic hotel-
residence hybrids, LiT Bangkok 
offers quirky but comfortable 
hotel rooms and elegant 
long-term suites and studios. 
What more could a global nomad 
ask for? 
LiT BANGKOK in Siam Square is 
just steps away from the city’s 
top shopping malls, the BTS and 
attractions such as Jim 
Thompson House, but offers the 
benefits of a luxury resort with 
two pools, a chill-out exterior 
lounge and superb dining.  

There are clever design 
touches in nearly every detail 
such as the radical rethought of 
the stretched-aluminium facade 
to an innovative use of light and 
shadow which brings the 
interiors alive and changing 
throughout the day. The 
two-story hotel lobby atrium 
with a vertical glass geometric 
wall and bright coloured seating 
complete the ultra-modern Thai 

aesthetic. 
Hotel rooms stand out for 

their bohemian glamour with 
funky bathrooms, warm wood 
flooring and white marble walls.  
Clean, contemporary 
furnishings round out the 
opulent, yet cosy décor. 

Launched in November, The 
Residence section to the rear is 
intimate and elegant with its 
selection of studios and 
three-bedroom suites with 
kitchenettes.  Long-staying 
guests appreciate the homey 
touches of dedicated reception, 
private pool and the Pasta & Pool 
restaurant with an extensive 
wine list and wide selection of 
fresh pastas.
With gorgeous curving walls, 
gentle lighting, shimmering 
mosaics and luxurious rooms, 
the Kiriya Spa ranks as one of the 
most alluring spas in Bangkok. 
Fabulous facials and sumptuous 
scrubs join a unique set of 
massages inspired by traditional 
Thai dance and culture. 

The perfect choice to unwind 
after a long morning at the malls 
is the Nora dance-inspired 
massage with slow, but strong 
rhythmic strokes to ease away 

LiT BANGKOK Hotel & Residence 
36/1 Soi Kasemsan 1, Rama 1 Road, Pathumwan, 
Bangkok 10330, T: +66 26 123456, F: +66 26 123222, 
www.litbangkok.com

pains and stress.  Or try the Hot 
Seashell Massage using a 
technique adapted from the 
traditional southern Thailand 
performance art piece Hooloo 
Vahi (water flow). 

Hip and sophisticated, with a 
dash of glam and glitter, LiT 
Bangkok is in easy reach of the 
best Bangkok has to offer, but 
with all the benefits of a small 
intimate hotel. 

B A N G KO K ’S  C O O L E S T 
H I P S T E R  H AU N T

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



 Call it paint-by-nomad. Travelers are putting 
down the camera and picking up a canvas in a 
literal approach to making misty water-colored 

memories. By Melanie Lee

JET-SKETCHERS
trending
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If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, a painting 
could well be a tome. There 
is a burgeoning segment of 
tourists trying to capture a 
richer travel narrative by 
sketching the scenes before 
them in oil, acrylic, 
charcoal and everything in 
between. Painting and 
globe-trotting are fitting 
bedfellows, and the 
growing popularity of 
Urban Sketchers 
(urbansketchers.org), a 
network of sketchers that 
started in Seattle in 2008 
but has since expanded to 
chapters across the world, 
bears testament to the 
allure of location drawing. 
The group’s motto is “show 
the world, one drawing at a 
time,” and many of its 
members  believe art offers 
the strongest bond to travel.

Singaporean Favian Ee 
was sketching ruins outside 
of Siem Reap when a few 
local children came over to 
watch what he was doing. 
One girl pointed at the neon 
pink from his palette and he 
realized that she wanted 
him to use that color in his 
painting. Soon other 
children joined in, and the 
collaboration stands out as 
one of his favorite travel 
moments. “People, no 
matter what part of the 
world you’re in, like to see 
art taking form in front of 
them,” says Ee. “That’s 
how connections are made.”

David Liew, one of Urban 
Sketchers’ more prolific 

illustrators, says there’s no 
better way to get to know a 
destination. “What you see 
becomes more than just a 
place. You take the time to 
sketch it. You start to feel 
more for it. It becomes a 
deeply personal snapshot of 
a place you’ve visited that 
has meant something to 
you,” he explains. For Liew, 
the spot that caught his eye 
was a hole-in-the-wall 
Teochew restaurant in 
Malacca. Its pale green tiles, 
stainless steel wall clocks 
and exposed wiring made 
him feel like he had 
“stepped into a time warp” 
and he plans to return there 
to render a more detailed 
likeness of the restaurant.

Ee and Liew agree that 
travel sketching makes 
them slow down and pay 
attention to details, etching 
a deeper impression in their 
own minds. Yet the time it 
takes to produce the work 
contrasts with the 
satisfying immediacy of 
sharing it, pairing an 
age-old art form with the 
speed of modern 
technology. “Social media 
has really helped in 
boosting the profile of 
travel sketching,” says Ee. 
“Many artists post their 
travel sketches on blogs, 
Facebook, Twitter or Flickr, 
and this inspires others to 
try this during their travels 
too.” And even for the 
novice artist, a drawing 
must be worth at least         
140 characters. +
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Clockwise from left: 
Temple of Heaven, in Beijing, 
inked by urban artist Favian 
Ee; Ee with his sketch of a 
durian seller in Penang; a 
watercolor of a shop in 
Singapore by David Liew; 
immerse yourself in Halong 
Bay, Vietnam, with Painting 
Workshops’ tours; capture 
Turkey with artist Cilla 
Campell; tap into your inner 
Monet with Thailand Painting 
Holidays.

BRUSH WITH TRAVEL
A slew of tour operators is 
catering to the growing 
appetite for creativity and 
offering trips that blend art 
lessons with sightseeing. 
Here, three etch-worthy 
itineraries.
THAILAND Guests of Thailand 
Painting Holidays retreat to 
northeastern rural Thailand 
to rediscover their artistic 
roots. Lessons are led by 
Australian painter Jeremy 
Holton. thailand-painting-
holidays.com; US$1,400 per 
week for two including 
accommodation, meals, 
lessons, transport and all 
art materials.
VIETNAM Painting 
Workshops is running a 
Vietnam workshop with art 
teacher John Lovett, author 
of Watercolor For the Fun of 
It, from October 18-30. 
Travelers will take walking 
tours through a range of 
landscapes in Hanoi, Halong 
Bay and Hoi An. These 
excursions will the basis for 
painting lessons followed 
by critique sessions. 
paintingworkshops.net; 
US$3,695 per person.
TURKEY A 10-day Turkey art 
tour June 15-24, gives you the 
opportunity to sketch 
ancient churches, mosques 
and spice markets with 
Australian artist Cilla 
Campbell, who will be 
providing practical art 
sessions throughout the trip. 
Local guides, knowledgeable 
in Turkish history, art and 
archaeology, will lead the 
way through Istanbul, 
Cappadocia, Ephesus and 
Pergamum. cillacampbell.
com; A$4,350 per person 
inclusive of accommodation, 
sightseeing, land transport, 
meals and practical art 
sessions but excluding airfare.
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Sunsets by the sea ↓
“Corals, melons and oranges make me think 
of sunshine and vibrant sunsets. And in any 

warm-weather situation, one always looks for 
something to cool the senses, which is why I 

also gravitate towards mint greens, lavenders 
and ocean blues.”—ST EPH A N IE Z U BIR I 

↑ Barong Tagalog
Anne Marie’s parents used 
to own handicraft stores in 
the leading hotels of Manila, 
which seeded the idea to use the 
traditional Filipino men’s dress 
shirt, the barong Tagalog, as the 
base for her designs. “Growing 
up I was always drawn to the 
artistic skills and beauty that 
I saw in the embroidery of the 
barong Tagalog, and felt that we 
should be seeing more of this 
artistry in our everyday wear.”  

← Pins and needles
“I admire the stay-at-home 
mothers who skillfully 
embroider all the clothes 
that we come out with each 
season. I hope the income they 
earn from us gives them the 
incentive and desire to pass on 
these traditional skills to their 
children, while they continue 
to earn a living in remote areas 
of the country without having 
to leave their families to create 
better futures for them.”

Rev up the retro →
“The designs I used this season were 

heavy on bold flowers and graphic 
half circles, weaving in a lot of A-line 

silhouettes and embroidering these 
graphic shapes with bright contrasting 

colors to evoke a retro vibe.”

↑ Jackie O chic
The iconic American First Lady was the muse 

for Saguil’s Amarie Spring/Summer 2015 
collection (annemariesaguil.com). “I’ve been 

infatuated with the classic sophistication 
of black-and-white of late. I imagine Jackie 

O donning this quiet but strong color 
combination while sauntering the seafronts 

of Greece.” 

FILIPINO FLAIR
spotl ight

Designer Anne Marie Saguil has 
turned her passion project, Amarie, 
into a leading Filipino brand with 

global recognition. From traditional 
local menswear to Jacqueline 

Onassis, here are her inspirations. 
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A 24/7 ESCAPE. TRANQUIL BY DAY. ELECTRIC BY 

NIGHT. SITUATED BETWEEN MAENAM AND 

BO PHUT, IT HAS THE FINEST AND MOST 

PRISTINE BEACH LOCATION IN THAILAND, OVER-

LOOKING STUNNING BEACHES AND LUSH FORESTS, 

W RETREAT KOH SAMUI AWAKENS AS THE SUN 

GOES DOWN, IGNITING THE UNEXPECTED.

ILLUMINATING.. ENVIRONS. TAKE IT EASY. 

SURROUNDED BY VERDANT FOLIAGE, EACH OF OUR 
74 PRIVATE-POOL RETREATS BOASTS A PRIVATE 

OUTDOOR POOL AND INFINITE ISLAND VIEWS. 

INSIDE, PREMIER TECHNOLOGY MEETS 

W SIGNATURE BED, BLISS® SPA AMENITIES AND 

WHATEVER/WHENEVER® SERVICE.

W RETREAT KOH SAMUI
T 66 77 915 999 / F 66 77 915 998

EXPLORE WHAT’S NEW / NEXT 
WRETREATKOHSAMUI.COM  

WHOTELS.COM/KOHSAMUI
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The 125th anniversary of Vincent van Gogh’s death brings a flurry of exhibitions.  
This month, the Beaux-Arts Museum in Mons, Belgium—a 2015 European Capital  
of Culture—explores the artist’s formative years (January 25–May 17; bam.mons.be).  
In May, Oslo’s Munch Museum (May 7–September 6; munchmuseet.no) finds  
parallels between the Dutch and Norwegian masters. And van Gogh is the inspiration  
for further events in Paris and Arles, France, and Amsterdam. —marguerite a. suozzi

culture

A YEAR OF 
VAN GOGH

A HANDLE 
ON HISTORY

shopping

The word “luggage” hardly does these 
handcrafted trunks, totes and cases 

justice. The Hartmann brand, dating 
back to 1877, brings a historic flair to its 

designs, and the American heritage 
aesthetic is finding a rapt audience in 

Asia. From Beijing to Bangalore, 
Hartmann’s boutiques are booming. 

The recent addition of a Singapore 
flagship makes 10 stores across the 

region and according to Frantz Braha, 
the regional vice president of 

Hartmann, savvy Singapore shoppers 
have been patiently awaiting the 

arrival of the precision-stitched leather 
goods retailer. The opening, Braha 

says, proves “our commitment to our 
prestigious clientele who used to fly to 

America to acquire this luggage.” Great 
news: the money saved on airfare can 

be put towards buying even more 
sumptuous travel cases. 02-12/13 Wisma 

Atria, 135 Orchard Rd., Singapore; 
hartmann.com; luggage pieces from 

S$160 to S$2,900. +
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 Hartmann store in 
Singapore.
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SWEET TOOTH
Don’t let that “Prescriptions” sign fool 
you. The medicine at Manila’s newly 
opened Farmacy, an old-school soda 
fountain and ice cream parlor decked 
out in white honeycomb tiles, comes in 
scoops, not pills. Its menu is an 
exercise in decadence: think 
homemade hazelnut ice cream, guava 
sorbet, DIY ice cream-cookie 
sandwiches, and a strawberry ice 
cream float with blueberry soda. Here 
you need fear no new flavors, because 
they stick to classics like chocolate and 
banana. You can pair that smooth 
dairy goodness with a sweet-smelling 
homemade waffle cone or some bubbly 
drinks custom-mixed by the soda jerks. 
Just what the doctor ordered. GF, Net 
Lima Building, 26th St. and 4th Ave., 
Bonifacio Global City; 63-2/887-3622; 
facebook.com/farmacymnl; floats for 
two P510. —MONSICH A HOONSU WA N 

debut

A tasty 
scoop.

Strawberry 
float.

Homemade 
waffle cone.

Inside 
Farmacy.
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On her travels, jewelry magnate Joanne Ooi combines rocker edge  
with refined style, without compromising comfort. By Mark Lean

ROAD REBEL 
travel un iform

Hong Kong-based Joanne Ooi, 
the founder of luxury jewelry 
e-tailer Plukka (plukka.com), 
bands with a curated coterie of 
designers to craft made-to-order 
pieces including best-sellers like 
ear pins and cuffs: “a contrasting 
mix of simple and super trendy 
items that mirror the general 
state of retail these days.” 
Collaborations with designers 
like Tomasz Donocik, Jack 
Vartanian, Ona Chan and 
Nathalie Melville take Ooi 
around the world. Her favorite 
destinations are “gracious 
European cities like Vienna and 
Antwerp,” but she also has a soft 
spot for travel in Asia, where she 
says fashionistas are finally 
finding their footing. “They are 
becoming more confident about 
expressing their style through 
their choice of clothing and 
accessories rather than choosing 
brands as badges of status,” says 
Ooi. “I’ve been waiting for this 
era for at least 20 years.”
Style tip: Don’t pack anything 
that gets scant use at home. +

“The best 
accessories are a 
great haircut and 
big red glasses.” 

“The great design 
of this Zero 
Halliburton 

suitcase makes me 
smile and feel chic.”

“This distinctive 
Shanghai Tang 

vest pairs beautifully 
with blouse or over a 

polar fleece.”

“Ludwig Reiter 
boots are stylish, 

waterproof, rugged, 
esoteric, beautifully 
made and comfy.” 
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On a quest to learn the ways of the Laotian mahouts, Henry Alford discovers that few 
experiences offer a lesson in humility like learning to ride an elephant.

WALKING TALL
adventure

W
hen you’re sitting on an elephant’s neck, you see 
him differently: four and a half tonnes of 
quivering muscle, capable of reducing all within 
his reach to dust-breathing rubble. Which is 
exactly the vibe I’m getting from Bonsou, a.k.a. 
Lady Boy, the 56-year-old bull I’m riding 
through the woods near an elephant lodge in 

Laos. Bonsou is blithely tugging vines and saplings out of 
the earth like a bored socialite rejecting fabric swatches. 
Honda, a giggly former monk, is teaching me to be a mahout, 
and tells me that the command for “Stop that!” is, strangely, 
“Ya, ya!” So I yell this counterintuitive instruction, sure that 
I have woken up on Backwards Day. 

Suddenly the bored socialite stops his idle ravaging. But 
then he won’t start walking again. Honda, seeing my 
frustration, tells me to yell “Pai, pai!” to make Bonsou 
continue down the trail. That the command is pronounced 
“pie, pie” seems propitious: who doesn’t love dessert? 
Finally, some six pai, pais later, Bonsou heeds my pleas, and 
starts slowly thundering forward. 

Laos used to be known as the Land of a Million Elephants, 
but now, because of hunting and habitat loss, it has only 
about 950 elephants left, 450 or so of them in the wild. That 
said, the elephants in Laos fare better than they do in 
neighboring Thailand: 68 percent of Laos is covered with 
forest, as compared with 37 percent in Thailand, where a 1989 
logging ban put the thousands of elephants who’d been 
hauling logs out of work. 

And so my boyfriend, Greg, and I have come to the All Lao 
Elephant Camp & Mahout Resort just outside Luang Prabang 
for its three-day mahout course. One of several such lodges 
in the area, All Lao was founded in an effort to preserve both 
the species and the mahout legacy. We’d first spent two 
relaxing days in Luang Prabang. The sleepy river town along 
the Mekong still oozes French influence, filled with colonial 
town houses, and is considered by some to be the best-
preserved small city in Asia. Then we’d settled into our rustic 
accommodations at the lodge—a wooden bungalow on stilts, 
its beds covered with mosquito netting and its bathroom 
walls partly open to the jungle. 

The author with Bonsou  
the elephant and his  
mahout, Mr. Nam, in  
Luang Prabang.

42   JA N UA R Y 2015   TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM PHOTOGRAPHED BY ZACHARY BAKO

Radar



TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM    JA N UA R Y 2015   43

The lodge has 12 elephants, ranging 
in age from 13 to 56; each has its own 
mahout. To reach them, we voyaged by 
longtail boat across the Nam Khan 
River. They stood in their wooden 
pens, as if awaiting adventure. 

For our first ride into the jungle, 
Honda and two mahouts helped Greg 
and me climb into a howdah, or wooden 
seat, tied to the back of one of two 
elephants. The mahout assigned to 
each of the two elephants sat on his 
charge’s neck, in front of the howdah; I 
tried to study these young men and 
their rakish style for pointers. My 
mahout, Mr. Seng, wore flip-flops and 
could swing his legs to either side of 
the elephant’s head, or over it, with 
total ease; I vowed to become as loose 
and confident and kicky. 

Thirty minutes into the walk, 
Honda said that Greg and I could get 
off of the howdahs—which, frankly, 
had felt a little tame, a little Merchant 
Ivory—and switch places with our 
mahouts. Keeping my legs stretched 
over the 75-centimeter-wide, tough, 
bristly hide as we rumbled along the 
path asked much of my inner thighs; I 
felt like I was straddling a leather 
ottoman during an earthquake. For 
balance, I clutched first Bonsou’s neck, 
then his back, and then, as I’d  seen one 
of the mahouts do, his ears. When we 
dismounted, some 40 minutes later, I 
was sure, given Bonsou’s girth, that my 
legs now resembled a wishbone. 

When we returned to the lodge, we 
fed the elephants, handing them large 
bundles of bananas, sugarcane and 
cuttings from pineapple trees. Though 
Asian elephants are smaller than 
African elephants, they can still easily 
put away 140 kilograms of food a day; I 
was happy to be, as they say in 
Overeaters Anonymous, an enabler. 

“It’s time for washing now,” Honda 
said, helping Greg and me back onto 
our elephants. The mahouts sat behind 
us. As we trundled five or six minutes 
through a small village down to the 
river, I asked, “Any instructions for 
washing, Honda?” He said, tersely, 
“You are sitting on the elephant’s neck 
and waiting. The elephant takes a 
shower.” I may have never laughed as 
hard in my life as I did in the next 15 
minutes. Our elephants delicately 

edged into the river, the waterline 
coming to, alternately, their chin or 
just under their eyes; then, responding 
to their mahouts’ yells of “Boun, boun!” 
the elephants snaked their trunks out 
of the river and proceeded to blast our 
faces with powerful torrents of water. 

That night at dinner in the open-air 
dining pavilion, another of the lodge’s 
guests—a middle-aged Australian 
man—said to me, “We heard your 
screaming all the way through the 
jungle.” I apologized, and attributed 
my decibel level to bliss. Dinners in the 
pavilion, which consisted of simple 
Laotian dishes and usually a beer, were 
a good time to compare notes with 
other travelers. Everyone I 
spoke to was entranced by 
the elephants. One guest, 
though, was anxious about 
his soap having been 
mysteriously moved 
several meters in his 
bathroom during the 
previous night. “Mice,” 
Honda explained (the guest 
had imagined a “soap 
monster.”)

Day two was very similar to day one, 
without the howdah portion of the ride. 
I practiced my balance. For lunch, 
Honda spread a blanket out under a 
stand of teak trees and produced a 
series of plastic baggies filled with 
delicious cold dishes: sautéed morning 
glories with garlic, fried fish, a pepper-
and-tomato-omelette, rice.

On the trek home, my writer’s 
notebook fell out of my pocket along the 
trail. Without breaking stride, Bonsou, 
some five meters behind the elephant I 
was riding, picked the notebook up 
with his trunk and handed it to Greg. 
Greg grasped the notebook, but Bonsou, 
unwilling to let go, then brought the 

notebook down to his own 
mouth. “Oh my God, he’s 
going to eat my notebook!” I 
yelled. But then Bonsou 
lifted the notebook back up 
and let Greg take it. Relieved, 
I looked over at Honda, 
whose thin frame shook 
with laughter.

On our last day, Honda 
gave us a choice of riding to a 
Hmong village, rafting  � 

WHEN WE 
DISMOUNTED,  
I WAS SURE  

THAT MY LEGS 
RESEMBLED  
A WISHBONE 

Clockwise from above: The author and his boyfriend with 
Mr. Nam riding Bonsou; the elephant at rest; swimming at 
the Tad Sae waterfall.



and inner-tubing on the 
Nam Khan, or going to a 
waterfall. We chose the 
third. Getting to the Tad 
Sae waterfall took 40 
minutes by car and then 
five minutes by longtail 
boat; upon first seeing 
the scalloped, too-
perfect, two-meter-tall 
limestone mounds and 
walls over which the 
water tumbles, I declared 
the whole thing a fake; 
but gradually I realized 
that some things that 
look like theme parks are 
in fact Mother Nature. 
After happily swimming 
and splashing about for a 
bit, I decided to ride one 
of the waterfall’s four 
elephants for hire. 
Whereas Bonsou’s 
nickname is Lady Boy, 
13-year-old Kham Sun is 
called, fittingly, Naughty 
Boy. I rode him into 

one-meter-deep water: 
easy enough. But once in 
the water, he proceeded 
to shake and rattle and 
roll like a wet dog trying 
to dry itself, gently 
hurling me into the water. 
I spent 10 wickedly fun 
minutes trying to 
clamber back on; once I 
was aboard, I shortly 
thereafter fell off again. 
Imagine a surfboard tied 
to a bucking bronco; then 
position the whole thing 
in a swift-moving 
current. When, finally 
remounted, I rode Kham 
Sun out of the water, I 
saw Honda on the shore, 
applauding. This little 
cowboy had finally 
become a cowman. +

hotels The New Year 
means a new life for the 
376-room former Hyatt 
Regency Hotel & Casino 
Manila, which, after a 
changeover and extensive 
facelift, reopens as New 
World Manila Bay Hotel 
(manilabay.newworldhotels.
com; doubles from P6,300). 
Culture vultures will 
appreciate the location, in 
the center of Malate old 
district, while gamblers 
will have their hands (and 
hopefully wallets) full at 
the 13,935-square-meter 
casino, which is set in the 
same complex. + Ngapali, 
Burma’s most famous 
beach, has received little 
attention compared to 
better-known shores of 
Thailand and Vietnam,  but 
all that could change with 
the new Hilton Ngapali 

Resort & Spa (hilton.com; 
doubles from US$300). 
Splurge for the Ocean suite 
which comes with a 
sea-facing private pool, a 
large deck area and a 
romantic gazebo.  
+ Over in Vietnam, afloat 
in the Gulf of Thailand, 
Mercure Phu Quoc 
Resort (mercure.com; 
doubles from US$161.70) 
houses 73 Vietnamese-style 
villas, two bars and two 
tennis courts along a 
private stretch of sand—a 
tropical hideaway only 
three kilometers away from 
Phu Quoc Airport.

train Book now to secure a 
spot on one of the two new 
journeys offered by 
Eastern & Oriental 
Express, which depart this 
year from Singapore, 
traveling either through 
the Cameron Highlands of 
Malaysia, or Thailand’s 
northern hillside cities . 
(belmond.com; Fables of the 
Peninsula from S$10,070 per 
person; The Ancient 
Kingdom of Lanna from 
S$3,310 per person.)

THE LATEST 
NEED-TO-KNOW 
OPENINGS

recon

All Lao Elephant Camp & 
Mahout Resort; alllao 
service.com; training 
from US$80 per person.





Park Hyatt, 
Siem Reap.

 EUROPE 

Austria
vienna
Ritz-Carlton 90.35 
Belle Époque grandeur in 
four 19th-century 
palaces. ritzcarlton.com. 

Hungary
budapest

  Corinthia Hotel 89.25 
Historic French 
Renaissance–style 
masterpiece. corinthia.
com. 

Ireland
dublin

  Fitzwilliam Hotel 
89.33 
Regal, castle-like 
property with 
Michelin-starred 
restaurant. fitzwilliam 
hoteldublin.com.

Spain
barcelona

  Hotel 1898 90.67 
Prime location on 
tree-lined La Rambla. 
hotel1898.com. 

Hotel Majestic & Spa 
87.30 
Art-filled building in 
Eixample district. 
hotelmajestic.es. 

  Renaissance 
Barcelona Fira Hotel 
89.87 
Minimalist Jean Nouvel  
tower with vertical 
garden. marriott.com. 

Switzerland
lucerne
Hotel Schweizerhof 
87.77 
Stately, lakefront 
building that’s been 
family-owned since 
1861. schweizerhof-
luzern.ch. 

 ASIA 

Cambodia
siem reap
Park Hyatt 92.71 
High-design hotel with 
Khmer-inspired art.  
park.hyatt.com. 

China
beijing
Hilton Beijing 
Wangfujing 87.53 
Luxury oasis near 
shopping streets and 
Tiananmen Square. 
hilton.com. 

shanghai
Ritz-Carlton Shanghai, 
Pudong 91.73 
285 rooms in Cesar Pelli’s 
IFC tower. ritzcarlton.
com. 

 AUSTRALIA, NEW  
 ZEALAND AND THE  
 SOUTH PACIFIC 

French Polynesia
InterContinental 
Moorea Resort & Spa 
87.81 
Lush seven-hectare 
escape with thatched-
roof bungalows. 
intercontinental.com. 

Every year, Travel + 
Leisure ranks the top 
500 hotels around  
the globe, as determined 
by our World’s Best 
Awards reader survey. 
The full list appears  
at travelandleisure.
com/tl500. Here, 
we’ve highlighted the  
46 properties that  
made the list for the  
first time, from an artsy 
five-star near the ruins 
of Angkor Wat to a 
beachfront hideaway in 
French Polynesia. 

THE 
WORLD’S 
BEST 
HOTELS

T+L 500

VOTE NOW!
The 2015 World’s Best Awards 
survey is live. Vote for your 
favorites. For all the details, go to 
TLWorldsBest.com/intl
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 UNITED STATES 

California
mendocino
Brewery Gulch Inn 95.00 
Redwood-shingled B&B  
with Pacific views. 
brewerygulchinn.com. 

Colorado
snowmass base 
village
Viceroy 91.78 
Ski-in, ski-out, 
eco-conscious resort. 
viceroy hotelsand
resorts.com. 

 Great Value (US$250 or less)
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winter park
  Iron Horse Resort 

88.75 
Fully equipped condos  
next to the slopes.  
ironhorse-resort.com. 

Florida
boca grande
Gasparilla Inn 88.29 
Old Florida charm. 
the-gasparilla-inn.com. 

miami
Kimpton’s Epic Hotel 
87.25 
Sleek high-rise in the 
heart of downtown. 
epichotel.com. 

orlando
Loews Royal Pacific 
Resort at Universal 
Orlando 87.42 
Family fun by the theme 
parks. loewshotels.com. 

palm coast
Hammock Beach Resort 
90.82 
Oceanfront complex with 
28,000-square-meter 

water park. 
hammockbeach.com. 

Hawaii
honolulu
Trump International 
Hotel Waikiki Beach 
Walk 91.75  
38-story tower just steps  
from the beach. 
trumphotel collection.com. 

Illinois
chicago
The Langham 96.00 
Sophisticated redo of a 
1973 Mies van der Rohe 
building. langham
hotels.com. 

Kentucky
louisville

  21c Museum Hotel 
90.93 
Art gallery and hotel 
housed in 19th-century 
brick warehouses. 
21cmuseumhotels.com. 

Maine
camden
Camden Harbour Inn 
87.20 
Design-forward property 
overlooking the harbor. 
camdenharbourinn.com. 

kennebunkport
  Tides Beach Club 

91.47 
Clapboard inn with five 
kilometers of beach. 
tidesbeach club maine.
com. 

Maryland
baltimore
Four Seasons Hotel 
88.24 
Glass skyscraper in 
Harbor East. fourseasons.
com. 

Massachusetts
boston
Fairmont Copley Plaza 
87.56 
Historic Beaux-Arts 
building with crystal 
chandeliers. fairmont.
com. 

Nevada
las vegas

  Aria 87.23 
Gleaming resort and 
casino at CityCenter. 
aria.com. 

New York
new york city

  Hotel Elysée 88.95 
Midtown classic since the 
1920s. elyseehotel.com. 

South Carolina
charleston

  HarbourView Inn 
88.63 
Brick Historic District 
hotel with water views. 
harbour viewcharleston.
com. 

  The Vendue 89.41 
84 antiques-filled rooms 
in the French Quarter. 
thevendue.com.

Tennessee
nashville

  Loews Vanderbilt 
88.67   
Newly redone 11-story 
hotel. loewshotels.com. 

Wisconsin
milwaukee

  Pfister Hotel 88.50 
307 rooms in a Gilded 
Age building and modern 
tower. thepfisterhotel.
com. 

Wyoming
teton village
Hotel Terra 90.44 
Alpine luxury next to 
Grand Teton National 
Park. hotelterra jackson 
hole.com. 

 CANADA 

British Columbia
vancouver

  Rosewood Hotel  
Georgia 92.27 

Downtown 1927 
landmark done in Art 
Deco style. 
rosewoodhotels.com. 

victoria
  Hotel Grand Pacific 

87.41 
Elegant 304-room 
property facing the Inner 
Harbour.
hotelgrandpacific.com. 

 CARIBBEAN 

British Virgin Islands
Scrub Island Resort, 
Spa & Marina 88.24 
93-hectare island 
accessible by ferry. 
scrubisland.com. 

Puerto Rico
Dorado Beach, a 
Ritz-Carlton Reserve 
87.48 
1950’s hotel reborn after  
US$342 million 
renovation. ritzcarlton.
com. 

St. Regis Bahia Beach 
Resort 89.65 
Colonial-style property 
on former coconut 
plantation. stregis.com. 

St. Lucia
BodyHoliday, LeSport 
89.97 
Wellness-focused, 
all-inclusive resort. 
thebodyholiday.com. 

Cap Maison 93.75 
Secluded chic hacienda. 
capmaison.com. 

Turks and Caicos
Beaches Turks & 
Caicos Resort Villages 
& Spa 88.86 
All-inclusive hotel 
organized by theme. 
beaches.com. 

 CENTRAL AND  
 SOUTH AMERICA 

Costa Rica
arenal national 
park
Nayara Springs 97.00 
16 villas in the rain forest. 
nayarasprings.com. 

 MEXICO 

cancún
Dreams Riviera Cancún 
Resort & Spa 87.37 
Horseshoe-shaped 
all-inclusive resort with 
four pools. 
dreamsresorts.com. 

Le Blanc Spa Resort 
93.04 
Glam adults-only 
property known for 
top-notch food. 
leblancsparesort.com. 

Moon Palace Golf & 
Spa Resort 87.29 
Beachfront all-inclusive 
with 14 restaurants. 
moon palace cancun.com. 

Westin Lagunamar 
Ocean Resort Villas & 
Spa 87.20 
Sprawling complex ideal 
for families. westin.com. 

los cabos
Hilton Los Cabos 
Beach & Golf Resort 
88.80 
Oceanside getaway 
inspired by Spanish 
haciendas. hilton.com. 

Readers were asked to vote on 
five hotel characteristics (rooms/

facilities, location, service, restaurants/
food and value), and scores shown here 

are averages of the responses. 
For more on the World’s Best Awards 

methodology, visit tandl.me/wbmtd14.

http://tandl.me/wbmtd14
http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
http://epichotel.com
http://loewshotels.com
http://hammockbeach.com
http://trumphotelcollection.com
http://hotels.com
http://21cmuseumhotels.com
http://camdenharbourinn.com
http://tidesbeachclubmaine.com
http://tidesbeachclubmaine.com
http://fourseasons.com
http://fourseasons.com
http://fairmont.com
http://fairmont.com
http://aria.com
http://elyseehotel.com
http://harbourviewcharleston.com
http://harbourviewcharleston.com
http://Quarter.thevendue.com
http://Quarter.thevendue.com
http://loewshotels.com
http://thepfisterhotel.com
http://thepfisterhotel.com
http://hole.com
http://rosewoodhotels.com
http://hotelgrandpacific.com
http://ferry.scrubisland.com
http://ferry.scrubisland.com
http://ritzcarlton.com
http://ritzcarlton.com
http://stregis.com
http://thebodyholiday.com
http://hacienda.capmaison.com
http://hacienda.capmaison.com
http://beaches.com
http://nayarasprings.com
http://dreamsresorts.com
http://leblancsparesort.com
http://moonpalacecancun.com
http://westin.com
http://hilton.com
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What’s new at sea?  
Boatloads, from redesigned 

ships to souped-up technology 
(finally, free Wi-Fi!).  

We’ve also got the scoop on 
river cruising—one of the 

year’s hottest trends. T+L’s  
cruise expert, Jane Wooldridge, 

charts a yearlong calendar of 
when to go where.

CRUISING 
2015
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WHAT TO EXPECT  
ON BOARD AND OFF

Interest in river cruising is peaking thanks to a wave of sleeker ships 
in Southeast Asia, Europe and the United States. “Our river-cruise 
business has tripled in the past five years,” says travel specialist 
Ruth Turpin, who is on T+L’s A-List of top advisors. “People are 
looking for an in-depth experience of a country.” In Europe, Viking 
River Cruises has 12 ships launching, while Avalon Waterways, 
AmaWaterways , Scenic Cruises and Emerald Waterways are 
christening two ships each, and Uniworld Boutique River Cruise 
Collection, one. A pioneer of luxury cruising on the Amazon, Aqua 
Expeditions is turning its attention to the Mekong in Vietnam and 
Cambodia with the 62-meter Aqua Mekong. (For more on this cruise, 
check out our February issue.) In the United States, American 
Cruise Lines’ Victorian-inspired paddle wheeler, American Eagle, 
will begin plying the Mississippi in March.

T+L A-List advisor Mary Ann Ramsey says  
cruisers today don’t need to sacrifice comfort to 
visit a seldom-seen port. Silversea’s expedition 
ship, Silver Discoverer, makes its second journey  
to Australia’s northwestern Kimberley Coast, 
stopping at the 644-square-kilometer 
Montgomery Reef, known for its dramatic tides. 
Sanctuary Retreats’ new 21-suite Ananda will 
bring serious style to Burma’s rivers with teak 
floors, silk upholstery and rain showers . For 
the time-crunched, Hurtigruten’s refurbished 
Nordstjernen kicks off six-day Arctic voyages  
to Spitsbergen, Norway. 

NEW RIVER SHIPS,  
AROUND THE GLOBE1 2 MORE ITINERARIES  

TO FAR�FLUNG DESTINATIONS 
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THROUGH BURMA 
BY BOAT.

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
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Given today’s 24/7 world of 
Instagram and Twitter, cruise lines 
are making connectivity a big 
priority. “People don’t want to wait 
until they’re at home to share—they 
want to share in real time,” says 
Christine Duffy, president and CEO 
of Cruise Lines International 
Association. Viking Ocean Cruises, 
the river-cruise company’s first foray 
into sea travel, will offer 
complimentary Wi-Fi to all guests on 
the 930-passenger Viking Star when 
it launches in April. Regent Seven 
Seas Cruises provides this perk for 
those in concierge-category suites 

and above, and sister brand Oceania 
Cruises will roll out a similar 
program this fall. Royal Caribbean 
International’s new satellite network 
delivers faster Wi-Fi and large 
bandwidths for video streaming on 
its Quantum- and Oasis-class ships. 
Other tech upgrades on the 
Quantum class include tracking for 
luggage via the Royal IQ app and 
RFID bracelets that manage 
purchases and act as room keys. For 
staying in touch with family and 
friends who are also on the ship, 
Princess Cruises’ app now lets you 
text over its network for free.

ENHANCED TECHNOLOGY3

4
The company that brought ziplining to  
cruising, Royal Caribbean, is unveiling even 
more over-the-top amenities on its latest  
ships, Quantum of the Seas and Anthem of the 
Seas. Get ready for a skydiving simulator   
and an indoor sports facility for bumper cars, 
roller-skating and trapeze lessons.

EXTREME ONBOARD 
ADVENTURE 

Don’t assume the 
high-end ships aren’t 
kid-friendly. T+L 
A-List advisor Anne 
Morgan Scully says 
luxury lines are doing 
more all the time for 
families—particularly 
extended ones that 
need to keep both 
grandparents and 
toddlers happy. She 
recently saw a group 
of 30 on a Regent 
Seven Seas voyage. 
Crystal Cruises’ 
summer voyages have 
children’s activities 
and chefs who will 
turn fresh produce 
into baby food. 

MULTI�
GENERATIONAL 
GROUPS ON  
LUXURY LINES

6Recognizing that most travelers want to experience a place like a local, cruise lines 
are offering multiple nights in port and activities that go deeper into a destination.

NEXT�LEVEL EXCURSIONS

5

Celebrity Cruises

Signature Event  
sailings give guests 

one-of-a-kind 
experiences, like VIP 

seating for the Samba 
Parade during Carnival  

in Rio de Janeiro,  
plus screenings and 
parties in Cannes,  
France, during the  
city’s star-studded  

film festival.

VIP Access
Azamara Club Cruises

The line’s latest  
program, “Cruise Global, 

Eat Local,” takes 
passengers to such 
beloved restaurants  
as Hong Kong’s Jade 
Garden (renowned  

for its dim sum) and 
Osteria del Contadino— 

a Tuscan institution  
just outside Livorno,  

Italy, that serves 
outstanding prosciutto.

Food Tours
Crystal Cruises

For those who like  
to stay active,  

Site Running Tours 
combines exercise with 

exploration. These  
5- to 10-kilometer  

jogs, escorted by fitness 
pros, bring landmarks  
like St. Petersburg, 

Russia’s Church of the 
Savior on Spilled Blood 

and Amsterdam’s 
Rijksmuseum to life. 

Site Running Tours
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Crystal Symphony’s February 24 
voyage (13 nights from $5,295, 
all-inclusive; crystalcruises.com) 
visits Malaysia and “it” 
destination Burma. The 
highlight: two nights in 
Rangoon, with an optional 
overnight excursion to the 
ancient temples of Bagan. 
+ For a more immersive 
experience in Burma, 

AmaWaterways’ new AmaPura 
sails to or from Mandalay (12 
nights from $4,899, including 
drinks; amawaterways.com), with 
trips to Salay’s monasteries. 
+ Leaving from Hong Kong, 
Silversea’s March 10 Vietnam 
voyage (nine nights from $4,350, 
all-inclusive; silversea.com) on 
the Silver Wind docks in Halong 
Bay, Chan May and Saigon.

SOUTHEAST ASIA
January through March, the least muggy months

Tour operator Cox & Kings 
recently launched river cruises 
on Scenic Cruises’ upscale 
ships. The April 27 sailing 
(seven nights from $2,585, 
including drinks; coxandking 
susa.com), round-trip from 
Amsterdam, calls at Keukenhof, 

the world’s second-largest 
flower garden, open only during 
the spring, and Bruges. + Viking 
follows a similar itinerary on its 
new Longships with its Tulips  
and Windmills sailings (nine 
nights from $3,072, including 
drinks; vikingrivercruises.com).

Most Cape Horn sailings begin 
and end in Chile or Argentina, 
but Oceania Cruises’ February 3 
itinerary on the Regatta (19 
nights from $5,049; 
oceaniacruises.com) starts in 
Lima, Peru—which gives you 
time to visit Machu Picchu 
before cruising Patagonia’s 
dramatic fjords. + Leaving from 
Rio de Janeiro, the February 7 

sailing (12 nights from $1,799, 
all- inclusive; azamaraclubcruises.
com) on the Azamara Journey 
includes two additional nights in 
Rio mid-cruise during Carnival. 
+ Windstar Cruises’ 148- 
passenger Wind Spirit has trips 
(seven nights from $2,499; 
windstar cruises.com) through 
the Panama Canal with stops in 
Costa Rica’s national parks. 

We’re excited that the Royal 
Caribbean’s Quantum of the 
Seas is moving to Shanghai in 
the spring, but it also means the 
window is closing to book this 
iconic Carib itinerary. The 
January 23 sailing (10 nights 
from $1,749; royalcaribbean.
com) combines classic ports of 
call (Puerto Rico, St. Kitts) with 
five days at sea. + In February, 
Celebrity Constellation travels 

round-trip from Fort Lauderdale 
(five nights from $399; 
celebritycruises.com), visiting 
Key West and Cozumel, Mexico. 
+ Though popular with the 
yachting crowd, the Grenadines 
have yet to be touched by mass 
tourism. Star Clippers Cruises 
offers voyages (seven nights 
from $1,560; starclippers.com) 
on the five-masted Royal 
Clipper—a true sailing vessel.

THE CARIBBEAN + MEXICO
January and February (but not March, when spring break begins)

SOUTH + CENTRAL AMERICA
January through March, for low humidity and blue skies

THE NETHERLANDS + BELGIUM 
 April—prime time to see tulips

JANUARY–APRIL

WHEN TO GO WHERE

Note: Prices are listed in US dollars. Rates include all meals and are 
per person based on double occupancy for the lowest category cabin. 
Alcohol, tips and airfare are not included unless otherwise specified.

HALONG BAY, 
VIETNAM.
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Cunard helped pioneer 
transatlantic cruising—and its 
fleet is the only one to offer 
regular seven- and eight-night 
sailings across the pond. On 
July 2, the Queen Mary 2 (12 
nights from $2,813; cunard.com) 
will make a commemorative 
voyage from Southampton, 
England, to New York, nearly  
175 years to the day after 
Cunard’s first ship, Britannia, 

made its maiden voyage.  
The QM2 then returns across 
the Atlantic to Southampton  
on July 14 (eight nights from 
$1,735; cunard.com) and offers 
more sailings throughout July 
and August. 

Princess offers voyages along 
the Inside Passage (seven nights 
from $799; princess.com) on the 
3,082-passenger Crown Princess 
and Ruby Princess. You’ll stop at 
Glacier Bay National Park, where 
regulations limit ship traffic. 
+ Consider adding a land tour: 
Holland America Line’s 
itineraries combine a cruise from 
Vancouver to Anchorage on the 

1,432- passenger Zaandam with 
a rail trip to Denali National Park 
(12 nights from $1,699; holland 
america.com). + Ponant’s  
small, luxurious ships are often 
chartered by tour operators like 
Abercrombie & Kent. It makes  
its Alaska debut with L’Austral 
sailing the Inside Passage (seven 
nights from $3,700, all-inclusive; 
en.ponant.com). 

Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ 
Viking Odyssey itinerary, leaving 
July 6, combines the Norwegian 
fjords with a trip to the Arctic 
Circle on the 700-passenger 
Seven Seas Voyager (20 nights 
from $12,199, all-inclusive; 
rssc.com). + The August 13 
journey on the Azamara Quest 
(12 nights from $4,799, 
all-inclusive; azamara clubcruises.
com) visits traditional Baltic 

ports (St. Petersburg, Russia, 
and Tallinn, Estonia), and 
includes two nights each in 
Stockholm and Amsterdam.  
+ Tauck is one of the few 
companies to offer Iceland-
specific cruises. Explore Grimsey 
Island and the Snæfellsnes 
peninsula on a round-trip voyage 
from Reykjavík (seven nights 
from $6,690, all-inclusive; tauck.
com) on Ponant’s upscale ships. 

A benefit of SeaDream Yacht 
Club: its twin 112-passenger 
yachts can stop in smaller ports. 
The May 30 sailing, round-trip 
from Civitavecchia, Italy (seven 
nights from $5,299, all-inclusive; 
seadream.com), on the SeaDream 
II, features three days on the 
Amalfi Coast. + Oceania Cruises’ 
May 20 voyage from Istanbul to 
Lisbon (10 nights from $2,949; 

oceaniacruises.com) on the 
684- passenger Nautica 
incorporates destinations rarely 
found in the same itinerary, 
including Tunis, Tunisia, and 
Málaga, Spain. + Seabourn 
Odyssey hits popular Greek isles 
(Mykonos, Santorini) on its May 
16 sailing from Venice to 
Istanbul (13 nights from $7,699, 
all-inclusive; seabourn.com). 

ALASKA
Mid-May and June, for fewer crowds and more affordable fares 

THE MEDITERRANEAN + THE GREEK ISLES
May and early June, before the summer rush

NORTHERN EUROPE + ICELAND
July and August, for the white nights

THE TRANSATLANTIC CROSSING
July and August, so you can soak up the sun on the pool deck

MAY–AUGUST

WHEN TO GO WHERE

CUNARD’S 
QUEEN MARY 2.

 Which cruise ship is 
right for you? Compare them 
at tandl.me/crsfndr.
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SEPTEMBER–DECEMBER

WHEN TO GO WHERE

PAUL GAUGUIN CRUISES’ 
PRIVATE MOTU MAHANA, OFF 
TAHAA, FRENCH POLYNESIA.

The 332-passenger Paul 
Gauguin regularly sails French 
Polynesia’s Society Islands, 
visiting Bora-Bora and Moorea 
(seven nights from $7,990,  
all-inclusive; pgcruises.com).  
The October 17 voyage (13 
nights from $14,390, all- 
inclusive; pgcruises.com) 
includes these but also goes 
farther afield to the Cook Islands 

and Fiji. + If you prefer to see 
the Society Islands on a smaller 
ship, choose Windstar’s 
148-passenger Wind Spirit 
(seven nights from $3,199; 
windstarcruises.com).  
+ Farther afield, cruise from 
Vancouver to the Hawaiian 
Islands on the 2,713-passenger 
Disney Wonder (10 nights from 
$1,650; disneycruise.com).

AmaWaterways’ Christmas on 
the Rhine voyages aboard the 
new AmaSerena (seven nights 
from $2,899, including wine and 
beer; amawaterways.com) start 
with an optional land-based 
tour in Switzerland—two nights 
each in Zurich and Lucerne. The 
cruise itself goes from Basel to 
Amsterdam (and vice versa), 
featuring cities such as 

Heidelberg, Germany, and 
Strasbourg, France, all  
decked out for the holidays.  
+ Cruise the Danube River, the 
European Union’s longest, from 
Nuremberg to Vienna  
on Uniworld River Cruises’ 
132-passenger, Art Deco–
inspired River Princess  
(seven nights from $2,899, 
all-inclusive; uniworld.com).

Lindblad Expeditions–National 
Geographic’s Journey to 
Antarctica sailings (13 nights 
from $12,350; expeditions.com) 
spotlight a rotating series of 
signature expert speakers, 
including John Evans, who 
climbed the White Continent’s 
highest peak. + Hurtigruten’s 
Land of the Penguins voyage 
(10 nights from $7,985; 
hurtigruten.com) on the 

256-guest Fram allows 
passengers to camp overnight 
on the ice. + For a more 
luxurious (and in-depth) 
experience, the 450-passenger 
Seabourn Quest has longer 
voyages (21 nights from 
$14,999, all-inclusive; seabourn.
com), including six full days  
in the Antarctic region, as  
well as in the Falkland Islands 
and the Chilean fjords.

THE SOUTH PACIFIC + HAWAII
September and October, to miss the summer crowds

THE RHINE + DANUBE RIVERS
November and December, to see the Christmas markets

ANTARCTICA
November through February, the only season you can travel here 

SPOTLIGHT NORWEGIAN ESCAPE

Fall’s biggest debut is the 4,200-passenger Norwegian 
Escape, which will be based in Miami and sail seven-
night voyages to the eastern Caribbean. Fans of the 
brand’s “Haven” concept—an exclusive wing with its 
own pool—will find 13 additional suites in the complex. 
The ship is also the new permanent home of the iconic 
downtown Miami bar Tobacco Road, bringing the city’s 
flair on board. 
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Every month, more than 5 million people 
worldwide read Travel + Leisure, the world’s 
leading travel magazine.

Travel + Leisure Southeast Asia is the 
most widely distributed international 
edition of the magazine, offering readers 
around the region a chance to experience 
the world. Timely and trusted advice on 

where to go now, need-to-know travel  
tips and service details we all need, and a 
bold new look are what sets the magazine 
apart today. 

It’s your indispensable guide to 
Southeast Asia and the world beyond, a 
must-read for today’s cosmopolitan and 
sophisticated traveler.

For more information e-mail travelandleisure@mediatransasia.com. Contact us at Circulation Department,  
Travel + Leisure Southeast Asia, Media Transasia (Thailand) Ltd., 14th Floor, Ocean Tower II, 75/8 Soi Sukhumvit 19, 
Klong Toey Wattana, Bangkok 10110, Thailand

subscribe now !

mailto:travelandleisure@mediatransasia.com


To subscribe, visit www.TravelandLeisureAsia.com

SUBSCRIBE NOW FOR A CHANCE TO WIN 4 JUNGLE 
HOPPER PACKAGES AT BALI SAFARI & MARINE PARK

At Bali Safari & Marine Park, you can choose to enjoy 
your safari journey from the elephant back with our 
Elephant Back Safari, interact with your favourite animal 
up close at the Animal Encounter space, experience the 
wildest dining moment surrounded by lions, meerkats, 
and porcupines at the Tsavo Lion restaurant, and unwind 
with the spectacular show of Bali Agung at our state of 
art theatre in the park, Bali Theatre, or make your own 
big splash at our Water Park and Fun Zone.

Details of Prize are Including:

- Park entrance 
- Safari Journey 
- Animal Show

- Elephant Show 
- Bali Agung Show 
- Funzone & Waterpark

For more information Please email: info@balisafarimarinepark.com  
website: www.balisafarimarinepark.com 

http://www.TravelandLeisureAsia.com
mailto:info@balisafarimarinepark.com
http://www.balisafarimarinepark.com


All you need to know 
about this fascinating destination!

PICK UP OUR FEBRUARY 2015 
SWITZERLAND ISSUE 

INCLUDED WITH OUR REGULAR FEBRUARY ISSUE
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Trip Doctor by Amy Farley

T H E 
Y E A R 

A H E A D  
I N 

T R A V E L
Imagine if your airline 

miles and travel 
photos could be 

seamlessly organized. 
You could board 

planes with ease and 
pay for everything 

with your phone. Well, 
that time has come, 

and we’ve got the 
scoop on 2015’s 

brightest innovations 
and biggest trends, 

along with top travel 
resolutions to  

start the year right.

→
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SPECIAL REPORT

TRAVEL RESOLUTIONS 
If you’re like me, you’re beginning the new year 

with a long list of self-improvement goals.  
Here are my top seven.

1 
I’m going to 
get the most out 
of my miles and 
points (finally!). 

Yes, airlines are doing 
everything they can to test our 
loyalty right now, including 
making it more difficult to earn 
miles. But those miles, along 
with points from hotels and 
credit cards, are still worth  
a lot in free travel, perks and 
upgrades. So don’t let them 
gather dust—or worse, expire.  
A TripIt Pro (tripit.com; US$49 a 
year) subscription will both 
manage your itineraries and 
track all of your accounts in one 
easy-to-use place. If you want  
to get more advanced, consider  
a service like AwardWallet 
(awardwallet.com), which  
keeps tabs on expiration dates, 
or Points.com, the only  
program that lets you move 
points between accounts.

The FitBit Charge HR 

FITNESS TRACKERS

PACKABLE SNEAKERS

The Nike Free 4.0 Flyknit 

The Tory Burch metal-hinged bracelet  
for the FitBit Flex (toryburch.com; US$195).

4 
I really am going to  
stick to my workout. 
If you want to keep yourself motivated  
(and honest), invest in a wearable fitness 
tracker, a wireless device that records your 
movements, steps, calories burned and even 
sleep. Two of my favorites are from Fitbit: 
the FitBit Flex (fitbit.com; US$99.95), which 
can be wrapped into a Tory Burch pendant 
or bracelet, and the new FitBit Charge HR 
(US$149.95), which offers continuous heart- 
rate monitoring and better calorie tracking. 
And now you can’t use the old “my shoes are 
too bulky to pack” excuse: the ultracompact 
Nike Free 4.0 Flyknit (nike.com; US$120) 
line of sneakers combines high-tech, 
supportive soles with a socklike upper. 

2 
I’ll go on  
vacation and never  
check e-mail.

About a year ago, I spent a  
week in Botswana’s Okavango 
Delta with Wilderness  
Safaris (wilderness-safaris.
com). As a wildlife experience, 
the trip was extraordinary. 
Equally profound was being 
forced off the grid—no cell 
service, no Wi-Fi. I connected 
with my surroundings  (and 
travel companions) in ways  
I hadn’t anticipated. But you 
don’t need to travel to Africa  
to unplug. Book a few days at  
a place like Australia’s Sal 
Salis Ningaloo Reef (salsalis.
com.au), where there’s no 
Wi-Fi, TVs or phones, or sign up 
for the retreats run by The 
Digital Detox Asia (digital 
detoxasia.eventbrite.com). 

3 
This year I will take 
control of my photos—
all 6,287 of them.

I’ll admit it: I have roughly 75 
photos of the same elephant 
crossing the same river taking 
up prime real estate on my hard 
drive. While there’s no magic 
bullet for organizing and 
storing all of your pictures, 
Adobe Lightroom (adobe.com; 

Asia-Pacific users spend 
an average of 2 hours  

and 39 minutes a  
day on their smartphones,  

according to research 
agency Millward Brown. 
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from US$9.99 per month)  
is a good way to start. Use it  
to import and sort photos by 
date or any existing filing 
system. It also has robust 
built-in editing features, 
including the ability to add tags. 
Then back up your entire 
library on either Google+ (free 
for up to 15GB) or Shutter 
(streamnation.com/shutter; 
US$19 a month for unlimited 
storage), which uploads, 
consolidates and organizes 
content onto a personal cloud. If 
you want to memorialize a trip 
in print, create a professional-
quality album using the online 
service Blurb (blurb.com). 

5 
I will learn  
to say more than 
Guten Tag  
(and Gesundheit)  
in German. 

One of the best app-based 
language-learning services  
is Duolingo (duolingo.com; free), 
which uses games and speaking 
exercises to keep you motivated. 
It’s great as a refresher course or 
as a way to whet your appetite 
for a new language. More 
serious options require a bigger 
investment. One that is worth 
the splurge is Pimsleur 
(pimsleur.com; from US$120),  
for its strong emphasis on 
conversation. The lessons can 
be exhaustingly repetitive—but 
that’s the point.

6 
I will not be forced to  
gate-check my bag. 

Airlines are starting to crack down on 
oversize carry-ons, so if you haven’t 
already switched to a regulation 56-by-36-
by-23-centimeter bag, now is the time. We 
love the hard- sided Tumi Tegra-Lite Max 
International Expandable Carry-On 
(tumi.com; US$695). The expandable 
construction with both interior and 
exterior pockets gives you plenty of room 
to pack (and quick access when you’re 
unpacking), while the swivel wheels make 
it easy to maneuver in crowded airports. 

7
For once, I’m  
going to take all  
my  vacation days! 

And so should you. Studies 
have demonstrated that 
skipping vacation is 
detrimental both to your health 
and to your ability to perform at 
work. Plus, according to 
Expedia’s 2014 Vacation 
Deprivation survey, vacations 
make people happier than 
money, with 66 percent of 
respondents citing vacation 
time as their first or second 
happiness-inducing driver—
sometimes over finding lost 
money and birthdays—and 
more than half of respondents 
are willing to give up junk food 
for a week for an extra day off. 

Workers in Asia Pacific take an average of
14 vacation days a year, according to Expedia’s

2014 Vacation Deprivation study. Compare that to 
France, where the national average is 31.

Are you taking all  
the time off you deserve?  

We don’t think so.
Here’s a look at the number of vacation days 
taken by workers, compared to the number 

offered, across Asia Pacific.

Days TakenDays Offered

DATA FROM EXPEDIA’S 2014 VACATION DEPRIVATION STUDY

INDIA
20

15

MALAYSIA
14

10

THAILAND
11

10

SINGAPORE
16

14

AUSTRALIA
20

15

HONG KONG
14

14
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 Have a question for T+L’s Trip Doctor? 
Send it to tripdoctor@

travelandleisureasia.com.  
Follow @TravLeisureAsia on Twitter.
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 After a holiday season of overindulgence, you’re ready to bite the bullet and get 
back on the elliptical, so book a rejuvenating wellness-focused vacation to jump-

start your year. Diana Hubbell sorts through the healthful options.

SO YOU WANT TO GET IN SHAPE

1

2 3
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If you like your 
healthy antioxidants 
with a he�y dose of 
caffeine...

4  MesaStila Resort 
JAVA, INDONESIA

Coffee is a great way to 
fight off free radicals—
especially when rubbed 
all over the body in one 
of MesaStila’s signature 
scrubs. The beans in 
question are grown on 
the 22-hectare plantation 
surrounding this all-
villa resort. Javanese 
healers create custom 
potions to help cure what 
ails you, while personal 
trainers offer one-on-
one fitness coaching. 
mesahotelsandresorts.
com/mesastila.

If your besties  
want to  
tag along  
with you...

2  Chiva-Som
HUA HIN, THAILAND

With 70 treatment
rooms, it’s the more the 
merrier at this iconic 
wellness retreat in Hua 
Hin, down the shore a 
couple of hours from 
Bangkok. Expert-led 
classes for everything 
from organic detox 
cooking to aqua aerobics 
to ancient Tibetan 
exercises are available, 
so you and your pals will 
have plenty of waist-
shrinking group bonding 
activities to choose from. 
chivasom.com.

If you’d prefer to 
burn off those  
calories with a 
round of golf…

1  Resorts World 
Kijal
KIJAL, MALAYSIA

If you’re going to hit a 
few balls, you might as 
well do it on an 18-hole 
championship course 
with sweeping views of 
the South China Sea. 
After all that exertion, 
head to the Taman 
Sari Royal Heritage 
Spa to unwind with 
some locally inspired 
treatments. The Javanese 
deep tissue massage may 
be just the thing to power 
up your backswing.
 rwkijal.com.

If you’d like  
your new body  
to be a team  
effort…

3  Fusion Maia  
Danang
DANANG, VIETNAM

Why go it alone when you 
can call in the cavalry? 
At this all-inclusive 
spa retreat, a squad of 
nutritionists, masseuses, 
fitness coaches, Reiki 
masters, and yogis will 
all take part in your 
holistic transformation.  
Indulge in healthful 
meals and tea cocktails 
with a clear conscious—
you can always go for a 
tai chi class tomorrow. 
maiadanang.fusion-
resorts.com.

If you’re looking  
to reconnect  
with nature at  
the same time...

5  Gwinganna  
Lifestyle Retreat
QUEENSLAND,  
AUSTRALIA

Start with sunrise 
qigong overlooking the 
spectacular Gold Coast 
before embarking on one 
of 16 customized walks 
through the surrounding 
200 hectares of natural 
terrain. Not strenuous 
enough? No worries, 
mate, there’s also boxing,  
Fitball, indoor cycling 
and tougher training 
options to make you 
break a serious sweat. 
gwinganna.com. +

Planning
Trip Doctor  
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 Want to share a travel app or ask a 
tech question? Tell us at tripdoctor@
travelandleisureasia.com.

ILLUSTRATED BY WASINEE CHANTAKORN

BEYOND AIRBNB
The next generation of accommodation-swapping-and-searching 

sites comes with all sorts of added perks—and a few surprises.
By Diana Hubbell

TRAVELMOB
Specifically geared 
toward Asia, this 
Singapore-based site 
and its corresponding 
app have curated great 
stays from Taipei to 
Tokyo. Cruising 
through the listings, 
we stumbled across 

everything from a 
sprawling 400-square-
meter villa in Koh 
Samui for US$460 per 
night to a three-
bedroom pool villa in 
Seminyak with 
complimentary car 
usage for US$162 per 
night. travelmob.com.

9FLATS
Claiming to rent out 
everything from 
condos to igloos, this 
site has a portfolio of 
more than 130,000 
apartments. We found 
plenty in Southeast 
Asia for under US$100, 
many for less than 
US$50. If you’re 
thinking of renting out 
your place while you’re 
out of town, 9Flats is 
one of the safest ways 
to do it. The 12 to 15 
percent commission 
fee includes insurance 
that will cover up to 
US$630,000 in 
damages. 9flats.com. 

VACATION
RENTALS 
BY OWNERS
VRBO, owned by the 
somewhat similar 
HomeAway, quickly 
impresses with its wide 
variety of upscale 
getaways. With more 
than 1 million 
properties, including 
nearly 38,000 in Asia, 
the choices are 
practically endless. 
Looking for pet-
friendly? They’ve got a 
database of 200,000 
options. Searching for 
a sunny seaside escape 
this winter? A recent 
search turned up a 
100-square-meter 
condo overlooking the 
beach on Penang for 
US$90 per night and a 
three-bedroom pool 
villa in Nusa Dua, Bali, 
for US$353 per night. 
vrbo.com. 

TRUSTED 
HOUSE SITTERS
What if someone told 
you that you could stay 
for free in a luxury 
condo, villa or home 
anywhere from 

Australia to Singapore? 
The only catch is that 
you may have to look 
after a lonely German 
Shepherd or feed the 
fish during your 
vacation. It’s a small 

trade-off that almost 
10,000 registered 
house sitters around 
the globe are willing to 
make. Signing up as a 
sitter requires a 
monthly fee starting 

from US$7.99. Given 
that the hotel savings 
from a single weekend
away can easily cover a 
year’s membership, it’s 
easy to see why this is 
a tempting option. 

Bonus: you’re allowed 
to search by pet types,
meaning a city-living 
cat-lover traveler won’t 
get stuck herding 
sheep. trusted 
housesitters.com.
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What’s on the horizon for the coming year? New apps and services that take mobile technology 
to new levels; rooms that stretch our definition of a hotel; and smarter design, whether you’re  
in bed or up in the air. Here, a look at 10 trends that are changing the way we move through the 
world. Plus, some of our favorite travel innovators weigh in on what’s to come. 
BY NIKKI EKSTEIN, AMY FARLEY, MONSICHA HOONSUWAN, BROOKE PORTER KATZ AND TOM SAMILJAN

Travel Trends 2015

Loft living in a Penang 
shophouse. Right: Riverfront 

retreat in Bangkok’s Chinatown. 

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED in staying 
at an artsy, two-bedroom loft in 
Bangkok’s Chinatown, or an airy 
apartment near Greenbelt Mall in 
Manila, you won’t be able to book 
through their websites, or any 
hotel websites, for that matter. 
These stylish apartments are 
available only through Airbnb. 
That’s a sign of things to come: 
since the apartment-rental 
behemoth enlisted boutique-hotel 
guru Chip Conley in 2013 to advise 
hosts on how to improve the guest 
experience (scented candles, fresh 
fruit, ambient music), the line 
between hotels and rentals has 

become blurred. Airbnb has 
introduced a range of initiatives to 
this effect, including a Super Host 
program that highlights some of 
the site’s most professional-style 
listings and a three-day 
conference that offers tips for 
aspiring hosts. Other rental 
services, such as the high-end One 
Fine Stay and the affordable-
minded BeMate, are also stepping 
into this nebulous middle ground, 
offering guests cleaning and 
concierge services. BeMate will 
even store luggage for you and, in 
lieu of room service, deliver food 
from nearby partner hotels. 

YOUR R ENTA L WILL FEEL MOR E LIK E A HOTEL

If your phone starts buzzing in 
an airport, it could be 

location-specific alerts 
enabled by nearby “beacons,” 

low-frequency Bluetooth 
sensors that can tell you 
which currency-exchange 

counters have the best rates, 
how long it will take you to 
reach your gate, and other 

useful tips. The technology is 
already being used in airports 
from Tokyo to Amsterdam.

AIRPORTS WILL FOLLOW 
YOUR E V ERY MOV E
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Q +A

BEN ORSON
The managing director of the 

industrial engineering firm 
JPA Design, London, on how 

we’ll fly in the future.

What’s on the horizon  
for airline cabins? 

When you look at aircraft, there’s 
a fair amount of space between 
people and the ceiling, and we’re 
trying to make use of it. One idea 

is 3-D seating, which applies 
mainly to business class. Lie-flat 
beds will be stacked, one above 

the other. Most people’s reaction 
is to think about bunk beds,  

but it’s more subtle than that. 

Which strategy do you wish  
all airlines would adopt? 

It’s not missing in every case,  
but airlines would do well to keep 
the human connection front of 

mind. It’s what sticks with people. 
The smarter players understand 
that crew training is something 

worth investing in. 
 

Are there any products  
you are excited about? 

We’re paying more attention to 
“smart” materials—ones that 

have secondary functionality, like 
a coating that can kill bacteria. 
You can use them on control 

buttons, handheld devices and 
other high-touch areas on a plane.

 
Which trend needs to go away?
There are a lot of disposable items 

handed out to passengers. But  
it’s far more intelligent to boil it 

down to things that are genuinely 
useful. We did an amenity kit  

for American Airlines, and the bag 
is actually an iPad case.

SRI LANKA may be the best place to rest up right now, thanks to the 
opening of Ozo Colombo: its 158 rooms and suites are loaded with 
sleep-enhancing amenities like high-quality beds and individual 
climate control. And that hotel isn’t alone in prioritizing your REM 
sleep. Fifteen years after introducing the Heavenly Bed, Westin is 
piloting wearable monitors with a companion sleep-coach app, which it 
hopes to roll out to hotels in the near future. Crowne Plaza, meanwhile, 
has unveiled a new headboard that cuts ambient noise by 30 percent. 
Here’s a closer look at how hotels are rethinking your bedtime routine.

YOU’LL SLEEP BET TER ON THE ROA D

↓
Healthy Mattress

Ozo’s high-quality linen and     
pillow-top mattresses ensure a 

comfortable, uninterrupted night.

↑
Noise-Reducing Headboards 

The next-generation Crowne Plaza 
room features angled, padded 

headboards placed slightly away from 
the wall to minimize ambient sounds. 

↑ 
Sleep Monitors 

Lark Technologies’ wrist sensors at 
Westin hotels will track your 

movements at night and analyze 
the causes of any restlessness.

↓ 
Doze-off Drinks

Special bedtime beverages 
at Ozo resorts help guests 

relax before sleep.
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YOU ’ L L TA K E YOUR NETWOR K ING TO NE W HEIGH T S

Passengers of Malaysia Airlines, KLM, 
Finnair and South African Airways can 

choose seatmates based on social media 
profiles, while applicants to Delta’s 

Innovation Class can earn a seat next to 
business leaders.  

COLOMBO

BANGKOK
MANILA

NEW DELHI

SEOUL

OSAKA

NAGOYA NARITA

HONG KONG

SYDNEY

HANGZHOU

BEIJING

VANCOUVER

BOSTON

HOUSTON

LA

LONDON

PARIS

FRANKFURT

YOU’LL TA K E  
A NE W ROUTE 
OV ERSE AS
The latest Qantas A380 flight from 
Sydney to Dallas, Texas, is the longest 
flight in the world, at 13,680 kilometers 
and almost 16 hours door-to-door. It’s just 
one of the many new flights launched by 
top-notch international carriers that are 
making long-haul travel more appealing. 
Here, we mapped out our favorite 
additions in 2014 and 2015.

Hainan Airlines 
Japan Airlines 
Cathay Pacific 
Korean Air 

Air China 
Sri Lankan 
Qantas 
Air Canada

Key

2015
2014

DALLAS
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Q +A

RAFAT ALI
Founder of travel news  

site Skift, on what’s  
shaping the industry.

What’s on the horizon  
for travel this year? 

The use of design to enhance the 
experience. You’ll see a lot more 

of this in the future, whether  
it’s airports that help people move 

through them more easily or 
hotels that incorporate smart and 

simple elements. Electric  
outlets where people can reach 

them is an obvious example. 

Are there any  
industry developments  
you’re excited about? 

Lower-cost international airlines 
that are coming to the U.S.,  
like Wow and Norwegian.  

I think if Emirates, Etihad and 
Qatar Airways get a toehold  

in Europe, then it’s game over for 
current transatlantic flights  

out of the U.S. These airlines 
would come in with amenities  

and price cuts.

What travel problem would 
you like to see addressed? 

People are tired of non-
transparent airfare. Why should 
we have to be on top of when  

to book tickets, whether it’s on a 
Tuesday or Sunday?

 
Which trend needs to go away? 

There’s too much focus on 
millennials. I believe in focusing on 

a certain mind-set—that of the 
modern traveler. I like better gyms 

and free Wi-Fi, and that hotel 
lobbies are becoming more social. 
But all that points to something 

beyond just one age group.

Proceeds from 
AboutAsia’s Cambodian 
temple tours go to local 

schools. Below: The 
Park Hyatt, Siem Reap, 

one of AboutAsia’s 
suggested hotels.

MANY TRAVEL COMPANIES have sister 
foundations that will put your donations 
to good use; now an increasing number  
are taking it a step further and committing 
all profits to such projects. Cambodia-
focused tour operator AboutAsia 
(aboutasiatravel.com), for example, gives 
100 percent of its net proceeds to schools 
and education initiatives around Siem 
Reap. A new breed of nonprofit hotels is 
also emerging, among them Fogo Island 
Inn (fogoisland inn.ca), off the coast of 
Newfoundland, Canada, which functions 
almost as a heritage foundation for its 
small island, and Nihiwatu resort, which 

supports numerous projects on Sumba 
island in Indonesia (see page 72 for  
more). In the United States, California’s 
legendary Golden Door spa (goldendoor.
com) has just relaunched with new  
rooms and a commitment to donate its 
profits to charities, including a children’s  
health center in Ethiopia. Wherever  
you’re heading, check if your hotel has a 
relationship with Pack for a Purpose 
(packforapurpose.org). The organization 
works with hotels that have identified 
development goals in local communities 
and encourages guests to bring  
necessary supplies in their suitcases.  

YOU’LL GIV E BACK ON VACATION
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Q +A

BILL BENSLEY
Founder of Bensley Design 

Studios, a tropical landscape 
and architecture firm, on how 

resorts will look.

How is resort design changing? 
Hotels are embracing the locality in 

which they are built. Look at The 
Siam, in Bangkok, which takes cues 
from its neighborhood’s 100-year-

old buildings. In Vietnam, the 
InterContinental Danang Sun has 

the DNA of the royal palaces in Hue. 

What trend excites you? 
The farm-to-table concept—from 

little places like Our Native Resort in 
India, where you order your meal 
then pluck the veggies from the 

garden, to five-stars: there is edible 
vegetation across the Jean-Michel 

Cousteau Resort Fiji, and in 
December we opened Belle Mont 
Farms in St. Kitts, a sustainable 
resort on 50 hectares where the 

entire landscape is edible. I love it!

Are hotel concepts evolving?
Projects are getting smaller and 
smaller, and thus are increasing 

their emphasis on personal 
attention, sumptuous surrounds, 

and space as luxuries.
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Japan 
Airlines 
premium  
economy.

IN A SIGN THAT PREMIUM ECONOMY is here to stay, 
Singapore Airlines—which set a high bar with its first 
and business classes—has confirmed that it will 
introduce this so-called fourth class of seating later 
this year. Lufthansa and Finnair recently debuted 
their own, while Japan Airlines completely revamped 
its version. It’s easy to see the appeal: friendlier fares 
paired with business-style perks and amenities, 
including greater seat pitch, better meals, privacy 
dividers and airport lounge access.

YOU’LL BE 
TEMPTED BY 

A NE W 
CL ASS OF 

SE ATS

YOUR PHONE WILL BECOME YOUR WA LLET

ASIA IS LEADING THE WAY when it 
comes to mobile transactions, allowing 
you to purchase items just by placing 
your phone in front of a sensor.  Yes, 
paper money may be going the way of 
the dodo and it’s a happy evolution for 
travelers looking to save time on 
currency exchange, money withdrawal 
and checkout lines. Most new Android 
phones come with near-field 
communication (NFC) already built-in. 
This tech pairs with services like 
SingTel’s mWallet in Singapore, 
SmarTone in Hong Kong and TOT Just 
Pay in Thailand, to sync your credit 

card to your account via a 
corresponding app. Then all you need is 
your phone to make purchases at the 
millions of participating stores across 
Asia. The iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus 
are also NFC-enabled, using the 
recently launched Apple Pay service 
for contactless payments, a nod to the 
growing demand for cash-free 
transactions worldwide. Unfortunately, 
older Apple devices, up to and including 
the iPhone 5S, are not equipped with 
NFC and thus cannot run Apple Pay, so 
it could end up draining your wallet to 
buy a phone that replaces your wallet.
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Q +A

RUZWANA BASHIR
The founder of Peek,  

a tour- and activity-booking 
website, on how our screens 
will shape where we go next. 

What travel-tech innovations 
are on the horizon? 

Mobile is big. Everyone is  
walking around with a computer in  

hand. Small companies can  
run their businesses on the go,  

and consumers can book online, 
whether it’s an activity, a hotel  

or a car. Real-time availability will 
mean a profound shift to  

more last-minute planning and  
instant booking. You can  

see that with HotelTonight, and  
it will continue.

What travel dilemma would 
you like to see addressed? 

Researching your travel is  
still tremendously cumbersome. 

Companies will start utilizing 
social networks to find out about 
your friends and their preferences 

to help anticipate what you  
want to do. The danger of all that 

is it may prevent serendipity. 
 

How are travelers changing? 
People are realizing that 

experiences like rock climbing or 
learning to surf make them a lot 
happier than buying products. 

People used to think that a new 
handbag would make them happy, 

but that’s changing. 
 

Which trend  
needs to go away?  

A focus on deals. The impression 
of value isn’t always accurate 

when you look at the fine details. F
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Next-gen bags that fit perfectly in the overhead bins now 
have built-in chargers and lots of other fine features. The 
zipper-free Trunkster, coming out this summer, is fitted 
with a sliding door, GPS and self-weigh scale, while the 
Sparrow Wheeled Garment Bag has a special electronics 
compartment that opens flat for speedy security check.

PACK ING 
WILL GET 

E ASIER

NEW APPS are helping to 
open doors at the busiest hot 
spots, saving you time—and 
sometimes money, with 
alluring discounts and 
loyalty points to boot. In 
Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Beijing and Shanghai, there’s 
Chope with its impressive 
lists of curated restaurants 
and queue-monitoring 
service. Qraved has a 
directory of more than 1,500 
restaurants in Jakarta and is 
adding another 1,000 in Bali. 
And Taiwan’s EZTable has 
set up offices in Bangkok, 
Jakarta and Hong Kong.

YOU WON'T BE  
LINING UP FOR  

A R ESTAUR A NT

Travel lighter with a Sparrow 
Wheeled Garment Bag.
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Deals
Trip Doctor  

THIS MONTH’S BEST DEALS
Dive into the Maldives, get happy in Bhutan, play with Pokémon                                         

in Tokyo—this month’s deals are full of fun.

R E A D E R  E X C L U S I V E S

FA M I LY
MACAU The Deal DreamWorks 
Winter Getaway package from 
Holiday Inn Macao Cotai Central 
(sandscotaicentral.com), the 
world’s largest Holiday Inn. Stay 
A night in a Superior room. The 
Highlight Shrekfast breakfast,  
a DreamWorks-themed buffet 
with live entertainment from 
Shrek, Princess Fiona, Kung Fu 
Panda Po and more, for two. 
Cost From HK$1,498, double, 
through February 28. Savings 
42 percent. 

Super Saver 
HONG KONG  

The Deal Suite Deal from 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 

(cosmopolitanhotel.com.hk), 
with refashioned rooms. 

Stay A night in an Executive 
suite. The Highlight 

Thirty-five percent discount 
per night or half off for a 
minimum stay of seven 

nights. Cost From 
HK$3,000, double, through 
February 28. Savings 35 to 

50 percent.

THAILAND The Deal 
Introductory rates from the new 
Mercure Pattaya Ocean Resort 
(mercure.com), home to a mini 
waterpark complete with slides, 
rock caves and tropical gardens. 
Stay A night in a Superior room. 
The Highlight Access to a kid’s 
club, rock climbing facility and 
waterpark. Cost From Bt1,890, 
double, through March 31. 
Savings 30 percent.

TOKYO The Deal Pokémon 
Hotel Adventure from the 
Peninsula Tokyo (tokyo.peninsula.

com), the most accessible luxury 
hotel in the city with connections 
to four train lines. Stay A night  
in a Deluxe room. The Highlight 
The first Pokémon-themed hotel 
adventure, giving kids the 
opportunity to solve the 
mysterious disappearances of 
Pokémon characters, in a secret 
chamber equipped with 
augmented reality technology. 
Participants have the chance to 
win two Pikachu plush dolls in the 
signature Peninsula uniform. 
Cost From ¥100,000, double, 
ongoing. Savings 5 percent.

68   JA N UA R Y 2015   TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS IA .COM

A newly renovated Executive suite at Cosmopolitan Hotel, in Hong Kong.
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B E AC H
HUA HIN The Deal Just Stay A 
Little Bit Longer from Away Hua 
Hin-Pranburi (awayresorts.com), a 
60-year-old teak house and five 
Asian-styled villas in a quiet 
beach town. Stay Seven nights 
in a Garden villa. The Highlight 
Special discount for a stay of 
seven nights or longer. Cost 
From Bt20,818 (Bt2,974 per 
night), double, through March 31. 
Savings Up to 70 percent.

MALDIVES The Deal Diving 
package from Ayada Maldives 
(ayadamaldives.com), in Gaafu 
Dhaalu Atoll, 430 kilometers 
south of the capital Malé. Stay 
Six nights in a beach villa with a 
private pool and butler service. 
The Highlights Six dives; daily 
breakfast and dinner buffets at 
Magu restaurant; and round-trip 
flights from Malé to Kaadhedhoo 
with Maldivian Airlines. Cost 
From US$6,384 (US$1,064 per 
night), double, January 1-April 
30. Savings 40 percent.

C I T Y
BANGKOK The Deal Opening 
offer from brand-new U Sathorn 
(usathornbangkok.com), a 
86-room peaceful urban resort 
hidden in Bangkok’s business 
district. Stay Three nights in a 
Superior room. The Highlights 
A complimentary third night, a 
full 24-hour stay from check-in, 
and “whenever/wherever” 
breakfast for two. Cost From 
Bt7,998 (Bt2,666 per night), 
double, January 1-March 31. 
Savings 30 percent. 

KUALA LUMPUR The Deal 
Stay Another Night suite 
promotion from Grand Hyatt 
Kuala Lumpur (kualalumpur. 
grand.hyatt.com), with spacious 
rooms and suites offering views 
of the city’s skyline. Stay Three 
nights in a Grand suite. The 
Highlight A complimentary third 
night, with parking and late 
checkout at 2 p.m. Cost From 

RM3,500 (RM1,750 per night), 
double, through July 31. 
Savings 33 percent.

DUBAI The Deal Suite Surprises 
from the Oberoi (oberoihotels.
com), with 252 airy rooms and 
suites featuring floor-to-ceiling 
windows and views of Burj 
Khalifa. Stay A night in a Deluxe 
suite. The Highlights Round-
trip airport transfers, butler 
service, early check-in at 10 a.m. 
and late checkout at 4 p.m. Cost 
From Dhs2,100, double, through 
March 31. Savings 33 percent. 

D I N I N G
TAIPEI The Deal East Meets 
West gourmet room package 
from W Taipei (wtaipei.com), a 
stylish stay in vibrant Xinyi 
district. Stay Two nights in a 
Wonderful room. The Highlight 
Starry Starry Night dinner set by 
chef Ken Yu at Yen Chinese 
restaurant and Parisian Starred 
dinner set by chef William Girard 
at Stay in Taipei 101 for two. 
Cost From NT$32,400 
(NT$16,200 per night), double, 
through February 28. Savings 
40 percent.

SAMUI The Deal Fun from Nikki 
Beach Resort Koh Samui 
(nikkibeachthailand.com), 
bringing the famous Amazing 
Sunday Brunch to the Thai 
paradise. Stay Five nights in a 
Luxury bungalow. The 
Highlights Three chef’s 
three-course dinners at Nikki 
Beach restaurant and beach club 
for two; a day tour of Koh Samui, 
Angthong Marine Park, or Koh 
Tao; five-day car rental; three 
couple’s spa treatments; and an 
Amazing Sunday Brunch for two. 
Cost From Bt69,760 (Bt13,952 
per night), double, through July 
15. Savings 26 percent. 

C U LT U R E
ASIA The Deal Seasonal Saver 
offer from Fairmont Hotels & 
Resorts (fairmont.com), a global 

collection of more than 65 
remarkable properties. Stay A 
night in a standard room. The 
Highlight Special savings on 
room rates at seven participating 
Fairmont properties in Asia, 
including the recently renovated, 
Peranakan-influenced Fairmont 
Singapore; the cosmopolitan 
Fairmont Peace Hotel in 
Shanghai; and the all-suite-and-
villa Fairmont Sanur Beach Bali. 
Cost From US$225, double, 
through April 30. Savings Up to 
25 percent. 

SHANGHAI The Deal Oriental 
Art and Culture Journey from 
Mandarin Oriental Pudong 
(mandarinoriental.com), on the 
banks of the Huangpu River with 
4,000 original artworks on 
display. Stay A night in a suite. 
The Highlight A private tour for 
two of Aurora Museum, a cultural 
landmark showcasing thousands 
of ancient Chinese relics as well 
as international exhibitions. Cost 
From RMB3,300, double, through 
April 30. Savings 4 percent. 

BHUTAN The Deal Opening 
offer from Le Méridien Thimphu 
(lemeridien.com), the new 
jumping-off point to explore the 
city’s cultural riches. Stay A 
night in a Classic room. The 
Highlights Buffet breakfast at 
the hotel’s all-day dining venue, 
Latest Recipe; and 15-percent 
discount on food and non-
alcoholic beverages. Cost From 
US$190, double, ongoing. 
Savings Up to 40 percent.

ASIA The Deal Early payment 
discount from Contiki Holidays 
for 18-35’s (contiki.com), offering 
trips in more than 46 countries 
for the young and adventurous. 
Stay From eight-night to 
24-night trips in Thailand, Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, China or 
Japan. The Highlight Discounts 
for new 2015 and 2016 Asia trips 
when full payment is made by 
January 29. Cost From US$832 
(US$104 per night) per person, 
book by January 29 for 
departures from April 1. Savings 
Up to 7.5 percent. +

Magu restaurant at Ayada Maldives, in Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll.C
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Tartes aux 
pommes, in French 
food-haven New 
Caledonia. 

 Features

72  Sumba Island
82 Pindaya, Burma
84  Paris
88  New Caledonia
94  Northeast India
104  Winter in Europe 

January  
2015

TR AV E L A N DLE ISU RE AS I A .COM    JA N UA R Y 2015 71

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM


Sumbanese men and
their ponies practice for
the annual Pasola festival. 



sumba
O N  I N D O N E S I A ’ S  S U M B A  I S L A N D ,  T H E  F O R M E R  S U R F E R ’ S  R E T R E A T 

O F  N I H I W A T U  I S  R E B O R N  A S  S O M E T H I N G  W H O L L Y  O R I G I N A L :  A

W O R L D - C L A S S  B E A C H  R E S O R T  W I T H  A N  U N M I S T A K A B L Y  L O C A L  S O U L . 

B Y  P E T E R  J O N  L I N D B E R G .  P H O T O G R A P H E D  B Y  J O H N  L A U R I E

WELCOME TO



Hiking to Nihi Oka. 
Opposite, from 
left: A carved 
column at one of 
Nihiwatu’s new 
Kanatar Sumba 
Houses; breakfast 
on Nihiwatu’s 
tree-house-style 
platform overlooking 
Nihi Oka beach.



“It sort of endorses your lunacy, in a funny way.” 
In his pink shirt and straw fedora, McBride was 
hopping over rice paddies like a giddy schoolboy. 
Every 50 meters we paused to take in another 
improbable view: rippling fields of emerald green, 
pandanus palms teetering on a clifftop, a rocky 
headland pummeled by surf.

We’d made the 20-minute drive out from 
Nihiwatu that morning to reach this 100-hectare 
swath of undeveloped Sumba beachfront, which 
McBride and his partners had acquired only a few 
weeks before. But the veteran hotelier—who once 
ran New York’s Carlyle hotel—already had clear 
plans for how this new property, which they’d 
christened Nihi Oka, would enhance the original 
15-year-old resort.

“We’ll bring Nihiwatu guests out here for the 
day,” McBride said, “to give them a whole new 
experience.” Those guests will have the entirety 
of Nihi Oka to themselves: eating breakfast in a 
tree house above the surf, swimming off the soft 
white beach, enjoying alfresco massages in a 
bamboo pavilion over the rice fields.

For now the terrain was still rough-and-tumble; 
we had to bushwhack our way in spots. It was 8 
a.m. and we were already sweating. All the while, 

“ C A N  YO U  B E L I E V E 
T H I S  P L AC E ? ” 
A S K E D  J A M E S 

M C B R I D E  A S  H E 
L E D  T H E  WAY  T O 

T H E  B E AC H .
McBride kept tweaking details. “We’ll put some stairs in here, so people 
can reach the beach easier,” he said, scribbling on his map, like Harold 
with his Purple Crayon. That’s what McBride loves about his role at 
Nihiwatu: the blank canvas, and the unbridled creativity it inspires. 
“You feel like you’re in Kauai sixty years ago,” McBride said. “Or 
Rockefeller, doing his thing in the Caribbean. We’ve got such a start.”

S I A ’ S  D R E A M I E S T  A N D  unlikeliest beach 
resort sits on an obscure corner of an obscure 
Indonesian island with hardly any tourism 
development. Sumba is 400 kilometers southeast 
of Bali (and twice its size); travelers must fly there 
first to catch an hour-long flight to Sumba’s tiny 

Tambolaka airport. Nihiwatu is still the island’s only proper resort.
Its story begins in the spring of 1988, when an American surfer 

named Claude Graves and his German wife, Petra, hiked across West 
Sumba, pitched a tent on the shore, and decided this must be the place. 
A decade would pass as they secured land rights, built the first 
bungalows and hired local staff. In 2000, the Graveses finally opened 
their 10-room surf retreat, and called it Nihiwatu.

Why here? Directly offshore is the wave known as “Occy’s Left,” a 
perfect left-hander now revered as one of Asia’s most consistent surf 
breaks. Nearby are several equally untouched and even gnarlier 
breaks. All of this gained Nihiwatu a reputation as a surfer’s idyll—one 
with a surprisingly high standard of comfort, yet remote enough to feel 
you’d dropped off the map.
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But the soul of Nihiwatu, from the beginning, 
was its relationship to the broader island 
community. Soon after the opening, the Graveses 
set up the nonprofit Sumba Foundation to bring 
health care, clean water, education and 
employment to the Sumbanese. Since then, many 
resort guests have spent at least a few days 
volunteering at the foundation’s clinics and 
schools and visiting local villages. These 
interactions were part of what made Nihiwatu so 
unique, and earned it such a cultlike following. 
Repeat guests are 70 percent of the resort’s 
clientele—which includes pro surfers, wealthy 
amateurs and the occasional non-surfing 
celebrity seeking splendid isolation with a sense 
of purpose.

By 2013, Nihiwatu had grown to 22 rooms, and 
the Graveses were ready to move on. They sold the 
resort to American entrepreneur Chris Burch 
(C-Wonder, Tory Burch), who brought on McBride 
as a partner. The new owners’ goal: to raise the 
luxury quotient but also retain Nihiwatu’s 
bohemian spirit and strong community focus. 
“Our job is to keep the balance,” Burch says. 
“Staying ethical and original and true to Claude’s 
epic vision, while also upping the level of 
sophistication and service.”

Meanwhile, Burch and McBride have gently 
expanded Nihiwatu’s footprint—not least with 
the beach at Nihi Oka. They now own 230 
noncontiguous hectares in West Sumba, of which 
only 26 will ever be developed, McBride tells me. 
“We’re buying land mainly to protect it, so what 
happened in Bali doesn’t happen here.”

After closing for six months of renovations, 
Nihiwatu reopened last spring with revamped 
public areas, a new restaurant on the beach, and
nine additional (much larger) villas. Work is 
ongoing: by summer they’ll have a tree-house spa 
and 13 more guest rooms.

Were the changes on target? Shortly after 
Nihiwatu’s relaunch, I paid a visit to see what 
happens when a boho surfer haunt comes of age.

T  W A S  N O T  A N  unpleasant task. I 
spent my week in Sumba in a state of 
suspended bliss, orbiting among 
infinity pools, natural mud baths, 
waterfall-fed swimming holes, glowing 
valleys full of rice paddies, misty 

mountaintop villages straight out of Tolkien, and 
a beach that looked as if it were airbrushed on the 
side of a van.

That beach is spectacular, with or without the 
left-hand break, and one can easily see why the 

Graveses pitched their tent here. It can’t have changed much in the 27 
years since: every morning I’d walk the kilometer and a half to the end, 
and every morning mine were the only footprints.

Nihiwatu’s redesign—by the Bali firm Habitat 5—finds a winning 
balance between refined and raw. Guest villas allude to traditional 
Sumbanese homes, with steeply pitched thatched roofs and massive 
kasambi tree trunks for support columns. Sumbanese ikat tapestries 
and black-and-white photos of local villagers hang on ocher stone 
walls. Wide-angle windows overlook lush gardens and the sea beyond.

Local touches show up everywhere: bathroom sinks are hewn from 
slabs of roughly carved stone; wardrobes are fashioned from coconut 
wood. The space is natural where you want it to be, sleek where you 
need it—as in the seamless glide of sliding glass doors; the light 
switches that glow in the unfamiliar dark; or the straw paddle fan that 
swirls inside, not outside, your monumental canopy bed. Most striking 
of the new villas: the Kanatar Sumba Houses, where an outdoor shower 
is magically cantilevered off the second floor. All the other outdoor 
showers went home and cried.

Ninety-eight percent of the staff are from Sumba. Like most guests, 
I was assigned a butler, a jovial Sumbanese man named Simson,
who arrived at 7 a.m. every morning bearing breakfast—papaya, 
rambutan, watermelon juice, house-made yogurt, Sumba coffee. (The 
food here is terrific, highlighting the bright, fresh flavors you crave in 
the tropics.) One morning Simson was limping because a scorpion had 
bitten him on the toe back home. “I didn’t check before putting on my 
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Clockwise from top left: Pro surfer and Nihiwatu 
head waterman Mark Healey rides Occy’s Left; nasi 
goreng, chicken satay and papaya salad at newly 

added Nio Beach bar; a Marangga bedroom; 
children show off their Sumba pony in the village of 
Weimangoma. Opposite: A private pool at one of 

the resort’s new Marangga Wave Front Villas. 





sandals!” he said, as if it were his fault, not the scorpion’s. He quickly 
added that one seldom encounters them at Nihiwatu.

Scorpions or no, I can’t remember a resort on any island that I’ve 
liked more than Nihiwatu. And while it is clearly not for everyone, I 
can’t imagine what sort of crank wouldn’t fall for the place.

S  T H E Y  R E A C H  O U T  T O  a broader clientele, 
Burch and McBride are determined to honor 
Nihiwatu’s commitment to the island. All profits 
from the resort go to the Sumba Foundation. 
They’ve even added an on-site “Guru Village,” 
where doctors stay for free in exchange for 

volunteer work. During my visit, a team of Australian eye specialists 
was in residence; they spent their mornings surfing and afternoons 
performing cataract surgeries in local clinics.

Of course there’s an inevitable 
dissonance between Sumba’s privation 
and Nihiwatu’s privilege, between a 
subsistence-level economy and a 
butler-staffed resort. Perhaps that’s why 
so many guests are compelled to support 
the foundation and to visit villages. To 
do so is to understand the unique and 
symbiotic relationship between 
Nihiwatu and the island it calls home.

Sumba is overwhelmingly rural, 
given over to old-growth forests, rice and 
maize fields, banana trees and coconut 
palms, and undulating hills carpeted in 
tall green grass. Chickens, cows, goats, 
dogs and ponies wander along the 
roadsides. Pigs roast on front-yard spits; 
water-buffalo hides are stretched on 
bamboo frames to dry in the sun.

One morning I joined Dato Daku, a 
veteran Nihiwatu staffer, to visit his 
village. The twisting path into Waihola 
squeezes between boulders, thwarting easy access. Sentries used to 
perch atop the rocks, armed with spears to hurl at intruders.

Waihola itself is an otherworldly flashback to the Iron Age, and a 
reminder that Sumba is in, but not entirely of, Indonesia. Most 
islanders identify as Christian, not Muslim, though many still practice 
an ancient form of animism known as Marapu. At the center of the 
village are the enormous stone graves of clan ancestors. Sumbanese are 
traditionally entombed with their wealth, like pharaohs, which 
explains why the tombs are covered with slabs that weigh up to five 
tonnes. Elaborate funerals involve the sacrifice of dozens of animals—
pigs, buffalo, cows, even horses. A family can easily go bankrupt 
staging an appropriately lavish ceremony.

Waihola’s 20-odd houses are close together, with tall roofs shaped like 
Pilgrim hats and thatched in alang-alang grass. At the edge of the village 
is a 9,842-liter water tank installed by the Sumba Foundation. (Before, 
women had to walk five kilometers to the nearest well, pitchers atop 
their heads.) On one rickety porch two women sat at wooden looms, 
weaving the ikat for which Sumba is famous. The older children were 

excited to welcome a visitor. “Da! Da!” they shouted 
in greeting. The younger ones were less 
comfortable with strangers and their strange 
technology. One toddler beamed at me with wide, 
hopeful eyes; when I raised my camera to snap her 
portrait, she dissolved into tears and dove for her 
mom’s arms.

Inside Dato’s house, the beds were covered in 
mosquito nets, also provided by the foundation. A 
cooking fire burned all day long at the center of the 
room. It was noon, yet too dark inside to see past 
the fire’s glow. In the smoky dim I could barely 
make out an ancestral sword hanging on the wall.

There is reason for the islanders’ fierce 
reputation. All Sumbanese men carry a machete 

secured to the waist with ikat cloth. It is   
now used for more quotidian tasks—
bushwhacking, opening coconuts—but not 
long ago it had a different purpose. Although 
headhunting is a thing of the past, clan-on-
clan skirmishes are still common. That 
antagonism is also channeled into ritualized 
battles: Pajura, a group boxing match 
wherein contestants tie rocks to their fists, 
and the famous Pasola, a sacred Marapu 
festival wherein hundreds of horsemen 
charge and hurl spears at one another—the 
spears are blunt, but the casualties are real. 
Marapu belief maintains that crops will fail 
unless ample blood is spilled in the Pasola.

By the flickering firelight, Dato fixed us 
betel nut. He offered me a gob and I began to 
chew, then quickly regretted it. I considered 
spitting it out but feared offending my 
host—especially since Dato had taken the 
sword off the wall and was now showing off 
his swashbuckling skills. The betel nut hit 

me with a dizzy head rush, making the scene feel 
even trippier than it already was, sitting in this 
millennia-old village while a wild-eyed, red-
toothed man with a sword danced maniacally 
above me.

N D  W H A T  O F  O C C Y ’ S 
Left? It still draws in the 
faithful, though the resort 
caps access at 10 surfers per 
day, to protect the wave and 
the relaxed vibe. But the 

upside of Nihiwatu 2.0 is that there’s now far more 
to do than surf. The downside is that once you’ve 
paddleboarded, free-dived, spearfished, line-
fished, kayaked, snorkeled and scuba-dived at 
Nihiwatu, all those activities are going to feel 
deeply disappointing anywhere else.

Above: A Sumbanese man, dressed
 in a traditional ikat hinggi (hip cloth). 
Opposite: Stand-up paddleboarding 

on Sumba’s Wanukaka River.
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For this you can thank Mark Healey, the 
legendary big-wave surfer, who was brought in  
last spring as Nihiwatu’s head waterman. The 
33-year-old Oahu native is also a champion 
spearfisher, a free diver, a bowhunter, a skydiver 
and a part-time Hollywood stuntman. He would 
make all other humans feel hopelessly inadequate 
were he not also a genuinely charming and  
curious guy. Talking with Healey over Bintang 
beers at the resort’s boathouse became a favorite 
activity, as he recounted a life spent on and under 
the water.

Healey has a recurring dream: he’s hiking 
through a sun-dappled forest, when suddenly he 
spots a bluefin tuna floating three meters above 
his head. Oh right, he’ll realize, I’m in the ocean. 
Not that it makes much difference. “There’s only     
a slight, porous barrier between the air and the 
sea,” he told me. “It’s not so much a membrane as    
a continuum.”

Though he’d surfed all over Indonesia, Healey 
had never been to Sumba. When he arrived at 
Nihiwatu, he had precious little to go on. “There 
are no tide charts for this place, no depth charts,” 
he said. “It’s literally uncharted.”

Healey and I started by tackling Occy’s Left, 
which barrels neatly just 100 meters offshore. “It’s 
not a spectacular wave,” he allowed. “Not super 
dramatic. What it does have is consistency. Surfers 
don’t have skate parks or half-pipes we can go to, so 
a dependable set means you can get a ton of riding 
done. If you’re a surfer, that’s pretty special.”

I am not a surfer, but thanks to Healey’s expert 
instruction I got up on my first try. I flopped on 
every ride thereafter, though not for Healey’s lack 
of effort; he was unreasonably encouraging 
throughout my lesson.

The next afternoon we went stand-up 
paddleboarding on the Wanukaka River, riding 11 
kilometers from jungle to sea. The terrain changed 
at every bend: one minute Louisiana bayou, the 
next, Amazonian rain forest, then African 
savannah, then Moroccan oasis.

The paddling itself was easy, though we had to 
pivot around wading water buffalo, villagers 
washing laundry, fishermen casting nets and, 
most menacing of all, giggling gangs of naked 
children intent on knocking us off our boards.

They’d dive-bomb us from the bridges above, 
cannonballing en masse. I’m a steadier 
paddleboard rider than surfer, but I was no match 
for the five Sumbanese boy-pirates who managed 
to board me, then shake me to and fro ’til I tumbled 
into the river. We all fell into laughter as we drifted 
downstream in the cool, lazy current.

Healey and I were up at dawn the next morning, riding 16 knots 
out—to Darwin, Australia—on the bluest ocean you’ve ever seen. With us 
were Chris Bromwich, Nihiwatu’s master angler, and 12-year-old Jasper, 
a fellow guest and my fishing buddy for the week. The depth gauge read 
1,500 meters. There wasn’t another craft for kilometers. Just below the 
surface were boatloads of mahimahi and glittering rainbow runner, as 
well as a circling trio of silky sharks. We dropped lines, and within an 
hour we’d brought up six mahimahi. It was like floating in a giant barrel.

Even better was leaping in with our masks on to watch Healey work 
his magic with a speargun—free-diving down 15 meters to stalk a 
meter-and-a-half-long mahimahi. Through the water we heard the spear 
find its mark: sssshhhhwwwooomp. Healey reeled it in and used his knife 
to deliver the death blow. A swirling cloud of blood formed a 
kaleidoscope of crimson and blue.

Two hours later, that fish was lunch, grilled and served on a bed of 
couscous with lime and coriander.

Y  F I N A L  N I G H T ,  T H E  B O A T H O U S E 
Bar. After yet another showstopping 
sunset, we’d all gathered around the fire 
pit to watch an equally transfixing 
display: out on the water, dozens of lights 
twinkled like fireflies. Local villagers 

come at low tide to gather urchins and seaweed from the tidal pools in 
front of the resort; their lanterns shimmered in the dusk.

I sat sipping whiskey with the boathouse crew. Chad Bagwell, 
Healey’s new right hand, used to run spearfishing excursions in his 
native Florida. He’d flown out from Miami only a month before, 
coming straight to Sumba. Two nights later he was on the spine of a 
mountain sharing betel nut with a wizened Sumbanese elder.

“I’m so jealous of Chad for having this be his first experience in 
Asia,” Healey said.

Marshall Boulton, the South African surf guide, nodded in 
agreement. “Twenty years from now, Chad’s gonna look back and say, ‘I 
was on Sumba when it was still unspoiled.’ ”

This set off a series of riffs about how fortunate they were, being on 
the ground floor of Nihiwatu 2.0.

“Back then we only had to dive two feet for a six-foot wahoo.”
“Back then we had to climb a mountain to get cell service.”
“Back then nobody had heard of us.”
Healey recalled his first week on the island, visiting a village chief. 

“I remember thinking: this guy’s great-grandfather twelve times over is 
in a tomb in the front yard—and he was doing the same thing as him.”

It was a good thing Healey hadn’t visited Sumba ’til now. “If I’d come 
here as a younger man, I might not have left,” he said. “I’d have ended 
up a hippie vagabond hermit, living in a cave by the beach, never going 
anyplace else.”

He gazed out at those twinkling lights and grinned.
“But I’d probably be damn happy if I had.” +

Nihiwatu channels all profits to the Sumba Foundation, which has built 
16 schools, 60 wells and five clinics, among other accomplishments. Rates 
from US$900 per night, including all meals, and the option to reserve one 
of 10 surf slots per day at Occy’s Left; the resort books flights from Bali to 
Sumba for US$550 round-trip per person. 62-361/757-149; nihiwatu.com.
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An encounter with the 
gilded images of 
Buddha deep in the 
Pindaya Caves, in 
Shan State.
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Don’t fear the giant spider said to 
watch over the entrance to the 

Pindaya Caves. He’s just 
guarding his seven kidnapped 
princesses, waiting for Prince 

Kummabhaya to challenge him 
to a duel. Here in the hills of the 

Shan State, hemmed in by China, 
Laos and Thailand, legends 

literally run deep. But to every 
arachnophobic’s delight, this 

karst maze is home not to young 
ladies, but to 8,000 gold images 

of Buddha. Time passes more 
slowly in this region, where the 

rich orange farmland and smoky 
green tea set it apart from the 

rest of Burma. In a devout 
nation, this cave, hidden in the 
mountainside, is a jewel. When 

your eyes fall upon the sea of 
statues, your mind stops moving, 

your brain stops counting, and 
your thoughts go Zen. There’s 

nowhere else you can imagine 
being when, at every step , the 

images are smiling at you. It’s a 
sense of absolute serenity, far 

from the standard traveler’s 
path. If you lose the way, don’t 

worry. Buddha says, “You cannot 
travel the path until you have 

become the path itself”—so the 
rest of the world can wait. +

S T O R Y  A N D  P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  J O N A T H A N  P O Z N I A K



T+L’s Insider Guide  
to the City of Light

By Alexandra Marshall  
Photographed by Matthieu Salvaing   

Styled by Mimi Lombardo

E SSEN TI A L

Strolling along Rue de 
l’Exposition, in Paris’s 
Seventh Arrondissement 
(jacket, sweater, pants, 
bag and necklace by 
Louis Vuitton). 
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Boeuf Bourguignonne 
Few restaurants will take 
the eight hours needed to 
cook this beef stew down 
to its richest extreme, but 
the regulars at Joséphine 
Chez Dumonet, in 
Montparnasse, demand 

nothing less.  117 Rue du Cherche-Midi; 
33-1/45-48-52-40; dinner for two €100.

Roast Chicken  
Antoine Westermann’s upscale Le Coq Rico, 
in Montmartre, is the last word on spit-
roasted bird, with special breeds from Landes, 
Challans, Gers and Bresse. lecoqrico.com; 
dinner for two €100.

Pâté de Campagne  
This spiced liver loaf is a grandmotherly 

staple. Le Repaire de Cartouche raises it to an 
art, offering five to six different choices—
pork with apples and Calvados, and duck with 
pistachio, for example. 8 Blvd. des Filles du 
Calvaire; 33-1/47-00-25-86; dinner for two €80.

Steak Frites
Celebrity butcher Hugo Desnoyer supplies 
Le Severo, in Montparnasse, with aged cuts, 
from côte de boeuf to faux-filet to pavé de 
rumsteak, which are served with either thick 
fries or green beans. 8 Rue des Plantes; 
33-1/45-40-40-91; dinner for two €90.

Duck Confit 
Twice-cooked in its own fat, duck leg seems 
simple, but needs proper crisping or is likely 
to disappoint. That’s never the case at La 
Fontaine de Mars, in the Seventh. 
fontainedemars.com; dinner for two €80. 

 Restaurants 

Hot Tables

Where  
to sample 
the  
culinary 
classics

Chef Toutain’s ethereal treatment of 
unusual produce at Restaurant 
David Toutain (davidtoutain.com; 
dinner set €98 per person) has notes 
of Scandinavian-style naturalism, 
but his dishes are locally sourced. 
The seasonal menu may include 
steamed sea urchin with espresso 
foam or black truffle with raw 
hazelnuts and pea shoots. 

If the justifiably famous Septime 
(septime-charonne.fr; dinner set €55 
per person) is booked, Bertrand 
Grébaut’s casual Clamato (80 Rue de 
Charonne; 33-1/43-72-74-53; €30) next 
door, with its focus on fresh seafood, 
is first come, first served. The crab 
fritters and maple syrup tart have 
become instant crowd-pleasers. 

Chef James Henry’s flair on the 
grill at Bones (bonesparis.com; 
tasting menu €55 per person) is the 
only hint at his Australian origins; 
his house-made charcuterie, baked 
bread, and cultured butter are from 
regional farms and producers. 

With a willingness to dial up the 
spice, Le Servan (32 Rue St.-Maur; 
33-1/55-28-51-82) specializes in 
updated bistro classics in a slick 
white-on-white dining room. The 
fried quail is lacquered in soy and 
honey, beef bouillon is served with a 
wonton —nods to Asian cooking that 
never feel like gimmicks. 

A sous-chef and a sommelier 
from the upscale Sergent Recruteur 
have created a homier, but no less 
refined, version of the same locavore 
cuisine at the tiny neighborhood 
bistro Les Déserteurs (46 Rue 
Trousseau; 33-1/48-06-95-85; 
four-course meal €45 per person). 
Portions are generous in dishes such 
as poached, line-caught grouper  
with peas and fava beans in a milky 
yuzu foam. 

Restaurant David Toutain, in the Seventh 
Arrondissement. Bottom left: Cuttlefish 

tagliatelle with spring onions on lemon-leaf 
consommé at the restaurant.

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
http://Bresse.lecoqrico.com
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http://davidtoutain.com
http://bonesparis.com


Paris Museums
The Musée Picasso has  
yet to reopen in the Marais, 
but there are other lesser-
known museums to explore 
across the city.

 sébastien gaudard 
In the Ninth, the man behind Le Bon Marché’s 
Délicabar goes back to tradition, with classics 
such as the lemon tart: loose custard on top  
of a dense, cookie-like crust, equal parts sour and 
sweet. sebastiengaudard.com.

 gâteaux thoumieux 
Jean-François Piège has added a candy-box 
bakery to his growing Thoumieux empire. Among 
the standouts is the flaky kouign-amann, a crisp 
butter cake native to Brittany. gateauxthoumieux.
com. 

 henri le roux 
The global rage for salted butter caramels can  
be traced back to one man, Le Roux, who first 
created the treats in Brittany. It took him a 
quarter-century to find his way to Paris, where he 
now whips up innovative versions, including 
pineapple-pink-peppercorn. chocolatleroux.com.

 chocolat chapon 
Patrice Chapon, a bean-to-bar master chocolate 
maker, also offers a single-origin “coco mousse” 
bar, with four airy choices available by the kilo. 
How about a fruity and bitter Equateur? 
chocolat-chapon.com.

 musée guimet 
In the 16th Arrondissement,  
the Musée Guimet houses  
one of the world’s best 
collections of Asian art. A 
highlight: the Chinese pottery, 
from the Neolithic era  
to the 1700’s. guimet.fr.

 musée carnavalet 
Dedicated to the history of  
Paris, the Musée Carnavalet, in 
the Third Arrondissement, has 
the bed where Marcel Proust 
wrote À la Recherché du Temps 
Perdu and re-creations of  
rooms from various periods. 
carnavalet.paris.fr. 

 nissim de camondo 
When the scion of the Camondo 
banking family, Moïse, died,  
his home was given to the city. 
Among the building’s many 
treasures are Savonnerie  
carpets and Sèvres porcelain. 
lesartsdecoratifs.fr.

 palais galliera 
After a four-year renovation,  
the neo-Renaissance Palais 
Galliera reopened last year, to 
display its archive of roughly 
100,000 pieces of French  
clothing and accessories dating  
as far back as the 18th  
century. palaisgalliera.paris.fr. 

 Patisserie

Star-Studded 
Sweets
 Four patisseries from big-name chefs. 

 palais de tokyo 
This contemporary museum  
has rotating exhibits that are  
a consistent surprise. Up now:  
a street graffiti installation, 
with artists such as New 
York–based Futura 2000. Don’t 
miss Monsieur Bleu restaurant, 
with views of the Eiffel Tower. 
palaisdetokyo.com.

T+L TIP “Arrange for museum tickets in advance with your hotel concierge to avoid waiting in line. 
Another great place to get them: the Civette du Carrousel, in the Carrousel du Louvre shopping mall.” 
—lily heise, paris expert, context travel 

Chef Sébastien 
Gaudard at his 
namesake patisserie  
in the Ninth 
Arrondissement.
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 bachelier antiquités 
François Bachelier has amassed 
an unparalleled collection of 
antique copper pots and pans 
that would add character to any 
kitchen. bachelier-antiquites.com.

 chantal debut 
The store’s owner—who has held 
court at the market for more than 
30 years—sells traditional 18th- 
and 19th-century objets décoratifs 
and furniture (note the 
2.5-meter-long Empire mahogany 
table) and carved stone busts. 
Marché Cambo; 75 Rue de Rosiers; 
33-6/ 11-66-88-10.

 le monde du voyage 
This travel-inspired boutique 
carries a selection of retro 
handbags and trunks by 
Hermès, Louis Vuitton and 
Goyard. “Catherine Deneuve 
used to come in to swap her 
Birkins for older ones,       

Clockwise from left: Riad Kneife at the market; 
Antique copper pots at Bachelier Antiquités; a 
circa-1800 pin with rose diamonds and fine pearls 
from S. Corvez & Thierry B.; a Louis XVI–style chair 
and Napoleon III–era chandelier from Lila K; vintage 
dresses at Patricia Attwood. 

 Shopping

The Best Flea Market Finds
Interior designer and personal shopper Riad Kneife has been steering clients 
through the Puces de Clignancourt since 2001. Here, his favorite addresses.

With a well-edited 
mix of international 
clothing designers 
(Carven; Patrik  
Ervell; Raf Simons), 
the Broken Arm 
(the-broken-arm.  
com) has become  
the anchor of the  
dynamic Upper  
Marais shopping 
area. 

At the year- old 
Azzedine Alaïa 
(alaia.fr), in the Eighth 
Arrondissement, the 
eponymous designer 
has debuted a 
three-  story flagship 
showcasing his 
form-fitting silk and 
knit dresses, corset- 
belts and more.

Ramdane Touhami 
has reinvented  
the 19th-century  
Buly perfume brand 
with the opening  
of Buly 1803  
(buly 1803.com),  
in St.-Germain.  
A highlight: hand 
lotions made from 
chamomile water. 

Three  
boutiques 
we love 

because she didn’t like how 
shiny the new models looked,” 
says owner Alain Zisul. lemonde 
duvoyage.com. 

 lila k 
From Napoleon III sofas and 
19th- century murals to French 
limestone tile, Lila Kennouche 
has diversified beyond the 
crystal chandeliers for which   
her family first earned its 
reputation. Marché Paul-Bert, 
Allée 1, Stand 8; 96 Rue de Rosiers; 
33-6/18-05-15-96.

 patricia attwood 
Specializing in vintage clothing, 
Patricia Attwood has an 

T+L TIP “The Eiffel Tower is open past midnight in the summer, and lines in the evening tend to be 
shorter. Book a table at one of the tower’s two restaurants, Jules Verne or 58 Tour Eiffel; they offer 
exclusive access to viewing decks.”  —lily heise

impressive roster of clients 
around the globe. Look for silk 
dresses by Yves Saint Laurent, 
Dior and more. Marché Serpette, 
Allée 2, Stand 7; 110 Rue de Rosiers; 
33-6/23-15-20-71.

 s. corvez & thierry b. 
The carefully curated rare 
antique jewelry here includes 
such gems as a 1950’s Boucheron 
yellow-gold hummingbird pin 
with a sparkling ruby eye. 
bijoux-corvez.com.

marche aux puces- saint ouen.com. 
To book a tour, contact Riad 
Kneife at riad@kneife.com or 
33-6/09-56-74-25.

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
http://alaia.fr
http://buly1803.com
http://marcheauxpuces-saintouen.com
mailto:riad@kneife.com


A little bit of paradise in the South Pacific, 
New Caledonia takes its meals at a Gallic pace, one that 
is best savored like a local. I A N  L L O Y D  N E U B A U E R  does not 
go hungry on his tour of the French outpost. ©
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Semi-cooked 
yellowfin tuna with 

tempura vegetables 
at Château Royal 

Beach Resort. 
Opposite: 

Sainte-Marie Islet, 
in Nouméa. 

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM


“IT’S CALLED AU P’TIT CAFÉ,” TOURISM CHIEF 
JEAN-MICHEL FOUTREIN TELLS ME OF HIS 

FAVORITE RESTAURANT IN NEW CALEDONIA. 
“I say it’s the best because the chef has succeeded in integrating the tropical 
vegetables of the Kanaks, the indigenous people of New Caledonia, with 
authentic French cooking. Many here have tried, but he is the first to succeed. 
Au P’tit Café is always full and open only a few days a week. You cannot go there 
without a booking.”

We’re having lunch at the Château Royal Beach Resort, on a large deck 
overlooking an ice-blue lagoon edged with sand. The view is as scrumptious as 
my main: semi-cooked yellowfin tuna with tempura vegetables and wasabi 
emulsion. It has soft, steaky bits. It has crunchy, textured bits. It’s sweet, it’s sour 
and it’s spicy all at the same time. My lunch companion returns to savoring his 
scallop and prawn saffron risotto, but his words linger.

Clockwise from 
top left: Bourail 
boasts the only 

on-shore surf break 
in New Caledonia; 

dishing up delicacies 
at Chez Toto; 

zucchini, eggplants 
and bananas sold by 
Vietnamese farmers 
at Nouméa’s market.



I ponder Au P’tit Café as I stroll the tree-lined promenades of the capital, 
Nouméa, a seaside city that invokes the French Riviera. I have friends in Sydney 
who run restaurants. They work like packhorses. They’re open nearly every day 
of the year as a matter of survival. Yet what strange kind of paradise was New 
Caledonia, a tiny French territory in the South Pacific where the streets are as 
clean as Switzerland, winters are warm and sunny, and restaurateurs work a 
few days a week? It was a puzzle worth solving and Au P’tit Café seemed the key. 

I call and speak to the owner, a Tahitian-born chef called Gabriel Levionnois. 
We hit it off immediately and he invites me to dine with him at his restaurant the 
next day. He also offers to take me to Nouméa’s food market in the morning. 

But first, that evening I have a booking at L’Hippocampe, nestled among lush 
manicured gardens between the lobby and the pool of Le Méridien, a waterfront 
palace cast in marble and polished oak. Inside, plantation shutters, bamboo plants, 
ambient lighting, silk dividers that ripple in the breeze and princely service 
coalesce to create what the “critics” call the best restaurant in New Caledonia. 
The maître d’, a silver-tongued gentleman in a crisp white suit, selects the most 
exquisite wines to accompany my meal: lobster soup followed by oriental-
roasted local quail and an apricot- and lemon-stuffed meringue for desert. The 
food, the wine and the service are flawless. Why does the experience still leave 
me wanting? I realize it all was lacking that certain je ne sais quoi—I could have 
had this meal at an expensive French restaurant anywhere in the world. 

Gabriel picks me up from my hotel at dawn. A 10-minute drive 
takes us to a cluster of blue-and-white rotundas on Port Moselle Harbour. The 
first rotunda is filled with a fruit and vegetable color explosion: bright orange 
mandarins, vivid red chilies, shiny purple eggplants and lemons as yellow as the 
sun. The size of some of the produce is also remarkable. I see plantains as fat as 

water bottles, avocados the size of cantaloupes and a 
monstrous five-kilogram Fijian yam. 

Most of the hawkers aren’t Kanak or French but French-
speaking Vietnamese, the children of boat people who fled 
here in the 1970’s. “You never hear about them, but if the 
Vietnamese were not here, we’d be in big trouble with fruits 
and vegetables in this country,” Gabriel explains. 
“Everyone else, they want to work in the nickel mines,” he 
says of the mining boom that is the source of New 
Caledonia’s wealth. “But these guys, they love harvesting 
the land. We are very lucky to have them.”

Clockwise from 
left: Plateau de 
fromage at L’inédit—
the best cheeses 
ever, according to 
the author; hawking 
lobster at Nouméa’s 
market, where the 
goods are always 
sold-out by midday; 
L’inédit’s chalkboard 
menu. 
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Next door, full-figured Kanak women in multihued dresses sell unicorn fish,  
blue cod, red emperor, coral trout, giant grouper, sea snails, half-meter-long 
lobsters and New Caledonia’s famous blue prawns—the crustacean of choice for 
Michelin-starred chefs the world over. “Our fishermen never go on long 
campaigns,” Gabriel says, “so the seafood  here is very fresh.”

The last rotunda has a café, La Buvette du Marché (The Refreshment), where 
shoppers stand drinking coffee and eating baguettes with lashings of papaya 
jam. Gabriel introduces me to the owner Serge, a cantankerous Frenchman at 
the espresso machine. “I came here three years every day and Serge never said 
hello. Now we are great friends,” he says, collecting two extra-large cappuccinos. 

“In Melanesia they don’t like small servings,” Gabriel explains, clocking my 
reaction to the soup-size drink. “In the past we had a generous season, when the 
fish was easy to catch, fruits were in season and people had to put on weight to 
prepare for the hungry seasons when food was scarce. Now, New Caledonia is 
developed and many Kanak eat like it’s the generous season all the time. So 
many of them are overweight.”

I spend the day exploring downtown Nouméa. I visit the Latin Quarter with 
its rows of pastel terraces and the Cathédrale Saint-Joseph, built in the 19th 
century by European convicts. I have lunch at little pizzeria where I order a soy 
sauce-based octopus ceviche with pain à l’ail—garlic bread. In the afternoon I 
hike to top of Ouen Toro lookout for a 360-degree view of the city, the lagoon and 
barrier reef that snakes around it.

Early in the evening, Gabriel and I reconvene at L’inédit, an intimate wine bar 
in the hillside suburb called Baie de l’Orphelinat. Set around a bean-shaped 
pool that wouldn’t look out of place in a 1950’s Las 
Vegas motel, L’inédit is run by Stéphane 
Barrière, a third-generation winemaker from 
Bordeaux. “For as long as I can remember, every 
year after the harvest, I would be called to the 
shed to taste wine,” he says, pouring two glasses 
Château Les Gauries Merlot bottled at his 
family’s vineyard. But Stéphane is no snob. He’ll 
happily sell you a François Lurton Barco Negro 
from Portugal or a Cape d’Estaing Shiraz from 
Australia’s Kangaroo Island.

Two or three glasses later, a stunning French 
woman in a short black dress brings us plateau de 
fromage. Marrying crumbed Camembert 
triangles, Basque etorki, cream cheese with 
coffee confit and goat-cheese balls rolled in 
crushed walnuts, it’s a riot of textures and 
flavors. I shouldn’t have too much of this dairy 
richness as our dinner reservation beckons. But 
I can’t stop eating. It tastes too good.

It’s late—maybe 10 p.m.—when we arrive at   
Au P’tit Café. Set in a courtyard edged in tropical 
plants with a glass-fronted kitchen, the 
restaurant is awash with French conversation. A 
small table for two is brought out with a bottle of 
chilled water, drinking glasses, wineglasses, 
cutlery and a chalkboard menu—in French. 
“Whenever English-speaking tourists come 
here, our waiters translate the menu for them at 
the table,” Gabriel explains. “For some it’s a 
hassle, but for most it’s part of the charm.”

We order Au P’tit’s two bestsellers: rabbit stew 
with mustard and peanut crust, puree of split 
pea and roasted mushrooms; and grilled duck 

From top: Mousse au chocolat  
at Au P’tit Café; Nouméa’s 

“winter” waterfront. Opposite, 
from top: Catch of the day at the 

market; chef Gabriel studies the 
handwritten menu at Chez Toto.



with puree of sweet potato, stir-fried bok choy and ginger rhubarb chutney. We 
drink wine and become lost in conversation.

Gabriel explains how chefs in Nouméa never really know what ingredients 
they’re going to get next. They don’t have warehouses or supermarkets here—
just the market we visited this morning—where stocks ebb and flow like the tide. 
“You have to make up the menu as you go, changing dishes and changing 
elements within dishes every week and sometimes every day,” he says. “We are a 
small country and that’s what’s great about New Caledonia. People only go out 
fishing two or three days a week. On other days, they rest.” It’s the same thing at 
Au P’tit Café, Gabriel explains of his covetable schedule. “We work four days and 
have three days off. It’s part of the he’e, a management strategy my ancestors in 
Tahiti used to paddle across oceans: Four days rowing, strong and clean, and 
three days to recharge with our families and friends.” 

I don’t do so well giving my stomach time off. At La Terrasse de 
l’Anse Vata, an upmarket new surf-and-turf, I order duck breast 
wrapped in bacon that gives new meaning to the word succulent. 
Around the corner at Tonton Jules chocolate shop, I gorge myself on 
croq coeur lait duo, a heart-shaped, biscuit-bottomed chocolate 
stuffed with praline and a nut mix. I manage to down a gratin 
sandwich from a food van on the beach—a toasted baguette filled with 
stir-fried beef and French fries and covered with melted cheese.

My most memorable meal in New Caledonia takes place at Chez 
Toto, a small restaurant in the Latin Quarter that Gabriel rates as his 
favorite. As we enter, the owner, Christophe Guerin, a round-bellied 
chef from Lyon who’s been cooking for half a century, leads us to our 
table. The décor is French provincial, the menu a strict adherent to 
the Gallic saying, “You eat from the glass.” It’s two-thirds beverages: a 
catalogue of wine, champagne, spirits, beers and aperitifs. Food is 
listed toward the back of the menu and it’s old-school: escargot, pigs’ 
trotters, head of veal in ravigote sauce—basically a bunch of weird 
stuff that few besides the French eat. So it’s with relief that I find duck 
confit, one of my favorite dishes in the world, scribbled on the specials 
board that evening.

A couple of Gabriel’s friends rock up. Wine is brought, along with a 
plate of prosciutto, half a brick of butter, pickles and a basket of warm, 
crunchy baguettes. After what seems like an eternity, chef Christophe 
delivers our meals. The duck confit looks dry but as my knife sinks 
into the flesh, the juice spills out over immaculately baked potatoes.  
A wonderful warm aroma fills the air. I don’t know what it is, but I’ve 
found the perfect meal. I want to slow down, to put down my fork and 
live in a snapshot of this moment. But it tastes too good. +
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T+L Guide

STAY 
Le Méridien Nouméa’s 
biggest and best. Pointe 
Magnin; 687/265-000; 

Getting there 
Aircalin (aircalin.com) 
offers regular flights from 
Seoul, Sydney and Tokyo   
to Nouméa. 

starwoodhotels.com; doubles 
from F30,500; dinner for two 
at L’Hippocampe F15,000. 
Hilton Nouméa La 
Promenade Residences 
Serviced apartments with 
ocean views. 109 Promenade 
Roger Laroque; 687/244-600; 
hilton.com; doubles from 
F19,000; dinner for two at La 
Terrasse F13,000.
Château Royal Beach 
Resort 140 Promenade Roger 
Laroque; 687/296-400; 
complexchateauroyal.nc; 
doubles from F24,400; dinner 
for two at L’Taom F25,600.

EAT+DRINK
Au P’tit Café 8 Avenue des 
Frères Carcopino; 687/282-
189; auptitcafe.nc; dinner for 
two F9,000. 
Chez Toto 15 Rue Auguste 
Brun; 687/288-042; foie gras 
F2,000, duck confit F2,900.
L’inédit 10 Rue Victor Roffey; 
687/231-041; cheese platter 
F2,000; wine by the glass 
from F1,000.
Tonton Jules Baie des 
Citrons, Mirage Plaza, 27 
Promenade Roger Laroque; 
687/248-348; facebook.com/
tontonjules.nc.AUSTRALIA

VANUATU

New Caledonia
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The path to 
Cherrapunji, known 

as “the wettest place 
on earth.” Opposite: 

Safari in Kaziranga 
National Park, on the  

south bank of the 
Brahmaputra.
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Clockwise from top left: Aboard
the ferry from Jorhat to Majuli Island; a 

necklace with pendants depicting faces and 
decorated with colored beads worn by 

headhunters in Nagaland; carrying a bale of 
cut grass along the Brahmaputra shoreline; 

Kamakhya Temple, dedicated to the 
goddess of illusion; a golden langur.   



he sacrifice is already complete when we reach the 
top of Nilachal Hill, a stone slope elevating 

Kamakhya Temple over an expanse of broad-headed 
green mushrooms cracking through the surface of 

Guwahati’s modernity.  
“I’m sorry,” our new Assamese friend 

Manish apologizes. “We missed the ox’s 
decapitation.” We nod in regret, but in truth 

we are quite relieved to be late. All around us,     
a melee of barefoot women draped in colorful, 

shimmering saris accompanied by their white kurta-
clad husbands shuttle reverently in and out of the small but 
extremely significant Kamakhya Temple complex. 
According to Hindu folklore, this is the place where Shiva 
and his first wife Sati came to consummate their love. It’s 
also where, after her self-immolation, Sati’s womb fell on 
earth. And so, it’s here where the richest devotees, those 
who can afford to sacrifice an ox, carry its severed head 
down the temple’s narrow cave as a gift to the goddess. 

Whereas it’s hard to wrap our heads around this bloody 
ritual straight out of millennia-old mythology, the quirky 
start of our Brahmaputra river valley visit in India’s 
enigmatic northeast is just the humble beginning of a far 
more jumbled mystery. Affectionately nicknamed “Seven 
Sisters,” the seven remote northeast Indian states expand 
north and south of the Brahmaputra, one of Asia’s richest 
water arteries, and rub borders with China, Burma, Bhutan 
and Bangladesh. Diverse in people, geography, language 
and traditions, this wedge of land funnels through 
Bhutan’s lower valleys and Bangladesh’s highest tea 
estates, and is the most peculiar piece in India’s already 
incredible jigsaw puzzle.

Ranging from the Himalayan peaks of largely Hindu but 
also Buddhist and animist jumbled Arunachal Pradesh, to 
the newborn Christian hills of Nagaland, Mizoram and 
Meghalaya, and the blend of Hinduism and Islam in 
Manipur, Tripura and Assam, northeast India contradicts 
all the stereotypes of its motherland and neighboring 
countries. That’s why we have come all the way to 
Guwahati, the Brahmaputra’s main city and the region’s 
transport hub, to start our upriver exploration. 
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Umshiang, the famed 
double-decker root 
bridge of Nongriat 
village, Cherrapunji.
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T O  G E T  K N E E - D E E P  I N T O  E A S T  K H A S I  T E R R I T O R Y ,  not to 
mention continue with the female-empowerment theme, 
we leave city comforts behind and travel to Cherrapunji, 
known as the “wettest place on earth.” It’s a land of densely 
green plateaus crisscrossed by rivers, and inhabited by the 
friendly Khasi. Predominantly Christian, theirs is one of 
only three matriarchal societies in the whole country. We 
came to these waterfall-filled valleys looking for the 
“living root bridges,” a wonder of human-made nature. The 
Khasi are patient engineers, driving the roots of trees over 
waterways to create living, breathing wooden pathways. 
We trek down a slope constellated by gracious hill-cut 
terraced homes until we reach a riverbed and start 
following its course.

Manish, who is still guiding us, struggles in keeping up 
with our hiking pace. “Now I can see why the Khasi are all 
so fit,” this city man pants between heavy breaths. His 
Hindu features are the only thing that reminds us we are 
still in India, and not someplace in the highlands of 
Malaysia, our adoptive home.

After crossing a rickety wood-and-rope bridge, we enter 
a sheltered world of shifting canopies and incessant 
sloshing water. That’s when we see the first living bridge. 
From afar, it looks like a traditional iron structure, but the 
closer we get, the more it reveals to be an incredible result 
of the workings of nature and time. One of the villagers 
explains to Manish that by using hollow betel nut trunks as 
guides for the roots, it takes about 20 years to make these 
Ficus elastica trees meet and entangle themselves. The 
longer the roots are left growing, the more resistant and 
sturdy the bridge.

We learn that the famous double-decker root bridge 
called Umshiang became the marvel it is today after at least 
a century, possibly two, of patience. Our jaws drop thinking 
of the Khasi’s commitment, passing the tree-weaving 
responsibility down through so many generations. We are 
tempted to remain rooted next to a swimming pond 
surrounded by untamed nature in a traditional homestay 
in Nongriat village, but we must hike all the way back to the 
main road to reach our hotel, the family-run Cherrapunjee 
Holiday Resort. When it’s almost dusk, we finally get to rest 
our tired limbs in their gracious veranda. All around us, 
the imposing mounds of the Khasi hills continue to beckon 
before the twilight switches off the sky, and a megaphone of 
crickets starts resonating through the night. 

 
F R O M  T H E  T O P  O F  K A M A K H Y A ’ S  T E M P L E  grounds, the 
Brahmaputra is a majestic shimmering snake that marks 
the border between Guwahati’s cityscape and a string of 
savagely forested hills. But it is only when we descend to 
the valley below and approach the river’s dark bend to 
embark on a bumboat ride that we realize the ancestral 
power of its flow. A Shiva temple emerges from the waters 
atop tiny Umananda, the smallest inhabited riverine island 
in the world. While Manish disappears beyond the temple’s 
threshold for his devotional prayer ritual called a puja, we 
meet Umananda’s famed animal population of golden 
langurs. These monkeys the size of children spend their 
days lazing on the tree branches opposite the temple. As we 
inch forward cautiously to observe them closer, they don’t 
even lift a paw. They stare back at us silently, as if they, too, 
were amazed to come in contact with us camera-toting, 
bald aliens. Streaks of long fur jut all around their heads, 
crowning their expressive black faces with gold. Their 
quaint eyes are so deep and reflective that I’m tempted to 
believe that they will open their mouths and talk to us any 
minute, as if they are not monkeys so much as exemplars of 
a lost tree-dwelling tribe.

Just as we hop back on the ferry to the city, the 
exploding orange sun begins to melt surreally into the 
twitching waters of the slumbering liquid giant. Back at 
Royale de Casa, our quiet hotel with colonial-styled rooms 
and a relaxing swimming pool, we try to unwind our     
inner explorers, but we’re still giddy after a full day of 
incredible discoveries.

The next morning, it’s time to say goodbye (briefly) to 
the Brahmaputra’s ever flowing body for a detour south by 
van to Shillong, the capital of Meghalaya state, and the 
main gateway to the always green and wet Khasi Hills. This 
ethnic group lived for centuries in close contact with 
Bengali India, but maintains its own distinct features, 
which seem far more Southeast Asian than Indian. 
Shillong itself is so verdant that European settlers dubbed 
it Scotland of the East, and it’s a shockingly diverse town 
compared to anywhere else we’ve seen in the Subcontinent. 
Gentle leafy bluffs topped by Catholic churches tower 
above vintage streets filled with restaurants, cozy cafés 
and, believe it or not, plenty of American rock-and-roll-
inspired bars. Oddly, Shillong is one of India’s rock music 
capitals. German hard-rock stalwarts the Scorpions, for 
example, played their only Indian show here in 2007, 
attracting a whopping 45,000 people.

We spend the night at Centre Point hotel, in the city’s 
pulsating heart. Before retiring to our rooms furnished 
with warm wood panels overlooking the city and the 
surrounding green plains, we swing by Cloud 9, the hotel’s 
luxe lounge bar, where music and cocktails teleport our 
night to Chicago or London. We loll the day away hopping 
from one coffee shop to another, sampling Khasi food and 
wondering if it was rock-and-roll’s influence that elected 
the miniskirt as most popular garment among the women 
of this very open, but still profoundly Catholic and Indian, 
hill town.
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WAS IT ROCK-AND-
ROLL THAT ELECTED 

THE MINISKIRT 
SHILLONG’S MOST 

POPULAR GARMENT?
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Clockwise from left: Picking 
tea; in Guwahati, a recently 
married woman displays the 
decoration of henna, or mehndi,  
applied for wedding ceremonies; 
two Mising kids; a pilgrim pays her 
respects at Kamakhya Temple.
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In Guwahati, another 
day ends on the 
Brahmaputra.



T+L Guide

 TOUR
For a stress-free experience, 
Jungle Travels India 
(jungletravelsindia.com/east-
india) offers a wide variety of 
guided and adventure tours 
covering the whole rugged region.

STAY
Royale de Casa Cozy, colonial-
style rooms and a gracious 
swimming pool conveniently set 
along one of the city’s main 
thoroughfares. Dr. Bhabendra 
Nath Saikia Path, Guwahati, 
Assam; 91-361/222-0031; 

royaledecasa.com; doubles from 
Rs6,000.
Centre Point Shillong Luxe 
comfort in gracious wood-
furnished rooms in walking 
distance of the bazars and 
nightlife areas of Shillong city; its 
Cloud 9 Resto Lounge hosts great 
live music and DJ sets. Police 
Bazar (Khyndailad), Shillong, 
Meghalaya; 91-364/222-0480; 
shillongcentrepoint.com; doubles 
from Rs3,500.
Cherrapunjee Holiday Resort 
Set in the green plains 
overlooking Bangladesh’s 
northern border, this family-run 
eco resort is a haven of unique 
Khasi hospitality. Village 
Laitkynsew, Cherrapunji, 
Meghalaya; 91-943/611-5925; 
cherrapunjee.com; doubles from 
Rs2,730.
La Maison de Anand A group of 
French architects captured the 
native essence of the Mising’s 
rustic bamboo houses on stilts 
for the joy of adventurous 
travelers. Karpunpuli, Garamur 
Village, Majuli, Assam; 91-
942/520-5539; danny002in@
yahoo.com; doubles from Rs800.

Getting There
Fly to Guwahati from Kolkata 
via Air India (airindia.in), Jet 
Airways (jetairways.com) or 
SpiceJet (spicejet.com). At 
least 10 trains travel each day 
between Guwahati main train 
station and Jorhat Town or 
Mariani junction, 17 kilometers 
away (indiarailinfo.com; air-
conditioned first-class seat 
Rs1,790).  

T H E  B R A H M A P U T R A ,  H O W E V E R ,  still awaits. The next day we 
return to Guwahati, where Manish wishes us safe travels, 
and we board the night train to Jorhat, a bustling river 
town 300 kilometers to the east along the mighty river’s 
bends. Life here resumes the hectic ebb and flow of India’s 
streets. We quickly escape by squeezing into a crowded bus 
that drops us on a muddy riverbank before a rickety jetty, 
where we must wait for our ferry. It’s the only way to reach 
our final alluring destination: Majuli, the biggest inhabited 
riverine island in the world, which floats before us, spread 
across some 400 shifting square kilometers.

Majuli is the home of the Mising people, a Tibeto-
Burmese tribe that migrated south from the mountains of 
Arunachal Pradesh and settled here centuries ago. As we 
ride on the packed ferry, we depart India once again, 
directed to a delicate eco-system of grassy plains and open 
marshland. Standing on deck, we are quickly approached 
by Rajiv, a friendly local who wants to practice his English. 
“I’d be happy to invite you for lunch,” he offers in less than 
two minutes. “We don’t get too many visitors here.”

We follow Rajiv across a new world of quiet streets and 
endless paddy fields colored with a plethora of hushed 
greens, and flanked by shimmering water on most sides. In 
fact, when you’re on the island, it’s hard to tell where the 
Brahmaputra’s liquid body starts or ends, as there are so 
many waterways crisscrossing the land. Because of this 
symbiotic relation with water, Majuli’s shape constantly 
changes based on the river’s seemingly serendipitous tides. 
In turn, the Mising build their bamboo-woven houses on 
stilts to stay above the water’s playful but destructive 
games. Small boats are marooned under the verandas on 
which women clad in long skirts that look like Southeast 
Asian sarongs go about their daily business.

Still, Majuli’s shores are far from being a lost tribal 
world where modernity never arrived. Rajiv’s house, for 
example, is built of concrete and brick, set outside one of 
the island’s small town centers. We consume a delicious 
lunch of steamed fish—the ubiquitous Majuli’s delight—
served on rice with dal and chapati, while Rajiv’s mom 
kicks back on her sofa and watches TV under a wall fan. 

“Let’s have a bicycle ride!”
At Rajiv’s suggestion, in minutes we are speeding along 

paved roads that transform into gravel paths as we get 
closer to the water. We bike around ponds constellated by 
floating lotus flowers, following canals that ultimately 
pour out into secluded river beaches. Rajiv decides to take 
us to visit the home of a Mising family he knows well. We 
are introduced to the village headman and his two wives. 
The younger carries her newborn in an Assamese white 
cloth wrapped around her chest, while the elder shuttles to 
a dark corner of their huge stilted bamboo mansion, 
returning to offer us golden cups filled with traditional rice 
wine. With Rajiv translating, we and these welcoming 
tribal people have a warm, relaxed chat across our various 
cultures. They may construct their lives around the whims 
of the Brahmaputra, but we city-dwellers share their cares 
about climate, family, beauty, nature.

We adapt to Mising life by bunking down at La Maison 
de Anand, a rustic, romantic, charming bamboo cottage. As 
I drift off to Majuli’s insect philharmonic, literally floating 
on Brahmaputra’s unstoppable course, I am filled with a 
sense of awe that only experienced explorers may know: 
Brahmaputra’s mysterious wonders have totally won me. 
As my eyes close, I think I’ll give that return boat ride back 
to Jorhat a miss tomorrow… and maybe the next day, too. +
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The dining area at Brücke 
49, a four-room hotel
 in Vals, Switzerland. 
Opposite: Skiing the

Swiss Alps.
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THERE’S NO WINTER 
LIKE A EUROPEAN WINTER

Especially at these six resort towns, 
where high design and haute cuisine meet 
crackling fires and snow-covered vistas. 
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SWEDEN | ÅRE
 
With its snow-covered peaks, café-lined 
town square and red-hot après-ski scene, this 
mountain resort is the Aspen of Scandinavia. 
There are more than 100 powdery ski runs, or 
you can navigate the slopes by snowmobile 
or dogsled: Explore Åre (exploreare.se) and 
Camp Åre (campare.se) are top outfitters that 
can arrange tours. After dark, a lively crowd 
congregates over pints of Swedish Brekeriet beer 
at Hotel Fjällgården (fjallgarden.se/), where 
DJs keep the place thumping late. For a quiet 
evening, curl up with a mug of glogg in one of the 
candlelit nooks at Thyras Salong (totthotel.se), 
in the Tott Hotel. A five-minute walk away, chef 
Markus Aujalays runs Fjällpuben (fjallpuben.se; 
Kr850), a cozy restaurant with a farmhouse feel 
that serves dishes like tender elk carpaccio with 
currants and pickled beets. You’ll  find several 
sophisticated hotels in town, but for a true 
northern adventure, consider hunkering down 
for a night or two at Igloo Åre (iglooare.com; 
Kr1,950), where the beds are made of packed snow 
covered in plush sleeping bags and reindeer 
skins, and private guides lead early morning 
snowshoe hikes. But if the thought of ice blocks 
leaves you cold, there’s the new wood-and-glass 
Copperhill Mountain Lodge (copperhill.se; 
Kr1,875) by American architect Peter Bohlin, 
a high-design ski-in, ski-out chalet with huge 
stone fireplaces, furnishings by the likes of Tom 
Dixon and Patricia Urquiola, and spa “tee-pees” 
that pay homage to the region’s indigenous Sami 
tribe. Book a Samezen massage, which uses 
warm stones and plant extracts, then take in    
the mountain views from a natural hot-spring-
fed pool.

SWITZERLAND | VALS
 
You don’t come to this tiny village in the Swiss 
Alps to ski. Instead of perfectly groomed pistes, 
you’ll find a wonderland for design buffs. Built 
from sparkling gray blocks of Vals quartzite, 
Pritzker Prize-winner Peter Zumthor’s austerely 
beautiful Therme Vals houses a warren of steamy 
hammams and flower-strewn pools. Last fall, the 
on-site hotel was rebranded as the 7132 Hotel 
(7132.com; CHF250), with furniture by Fritz 
Hansen and Eero Saarinen, a restaurant that 
serves dishes like Öra salmon with beets and 
spinach, and new rooftop suites designed by F
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A view of Vals. 
Opposite, from top: 

Snowy entrance at Igloo 
Åre, Sweden; huge stone 

fireplaces warm Copperhill 
Mountain Lodge, in Åre.



AT IGLOO 
ÅRE, BEDS 
ARE MADE 

OF PACKED 
SNOW AND 
REINDEER 

SKINS



Japanese architect Kengo Kuma. If your taste 
tends toward fewer hard surfaces and right 
angles, the four-room Brücke 49 (brucke49.ch; 
CHF110 per person) embodies the distinctive 
Danish ethos of hygge, or coziness, but with some 
Midcentury-inspired flair: Finn Juhl chairs, 
1960’s Le Klint lamps, Vola showers and William 
Morris wallpaper. Do as the locals do and earn 
your fondue with a 45-minute hike from the hotel 
along farm roads to Restaurant Ganni (ganni.ch; 
CHF100), an 18th-century timber mountain lodge. 
After a pot of silky cheese spiked with ginger, 
porcini or traditional kirsch, throw back a vieille 
prune (cask-aged plum brandy) digestif to fortify 
you for the walk back down. 

ICELAND | SNÆFELLSNES PENINSULA 

Jutting west into the North Atlantic Ocean, the 
Snæfellsnes peninsula is Iceland at its most 
stunning: moss-blanketed lava fields, misty 
fjords surrounded by craggy cliffs, and a volcano 
crowned with a glacier that dates back to the Ice 
Age. Do it as a road trip, starting with a night at  
the fire-engine-red Hotel Egilsen (egilsen.is; 
Kr21,500), in the tiny fishing town of 
Stykkisholmur. The inn’s 10 cozy rooms are 
decorated in light blues and greens, and original 
sketches of local landmarks by Icelandic artist 
Tolli line the walls. Across the street, 
Narfeyrarstofa (narfeyrarstofa.is; Kr12,000), with 

its doilies and lace curtains, may look like 
someone’s grandmother’s house, but the 
restaurant serves the best lamb stew in town. It’s 
about a 130-kilometer drive around the tip of the 
peninsula—past waterfalls and golden beaches—
to Hotel Búðir (hotelbudir.is; Kr24,000), the 
region’s game-changing property. The 17th-
century trading post turned 28-room lodge is a 
destination in itself, with views of the Snæfell 
glacier or bay from every window, sitting areas 
with deep leather sofas and scores of old National 
Geographics to flip through, and a lobby bar with 
one of the country’s largest whiskey collections. 
If you’re looking to knock the northern lights off 
your bucket list, you’re in luck: an overnight 
concierge will wake you up for the show.

ENGLAND | CHELTENHAM 

Once a popular spa getaway for well-heeled 
Londoners, Cheltenham fell out of favor with the 
rise of its trendier neighbors Daylesford and 
Chipping Norton. But with the opening of No. 38 
The Park (no38thepark.com; £120), the historic 
town in the northern Cotswolds town is back in 
the spotlight. The brainchild of Sam and Georgie 
Pearman, the Regency building has 13 bedrooms, 
elegantly done with reclaimed-wood tables, 
freestanding Victorian bathtubs, and David 
Hockney prints. For dinner, make your way to 
sister property No. 131 (no131.com; £150), where 
locals gather in a buzzy, low-lit dining room for 
regionally sourced dishes. Beyond, there’s plenty 
to explore, such as the housewares and antiques 
shops in Montpelier and Suffolk. Don’t miss Guild 
at 51 (guildcrafts.org.uk), full of handmade  
textiles and silverwork. Or tour the recently 
renovated Wilson (thewilson.org.uk), an art space 
showcasing British Arts and Crafts and emerging 
artists. For lunch, Purslane (purslane-restaurant.
co.uk; £40) serves  a standout Cornish pollack 
with wood-roasted celeriac and chanterelles; 
come nighttime, it’s all about Daffodil (thedaffodil.
com), an Art Deco–style restaurant and bar 
known for martinis and live jazz.

FRANCE | COURCHEVEL
 
Bernard Arnault, the CEO of LVMH, is not 
known for taking foolish risks. So when he 
decided to give the hotel business a try with 
the ultra-luxe Cheval Blanc Courchevel 
(chevalblanc.com; €1,520), he set his sights on 
Courchevel’s most glamorous zip code: Le Jardin 

Hotel Búðir, on Iceland’s Snæfellsnes peninsula. Opposite, from top: Room 4
at No. 38 The Park, in Cheltenham; Brücke 49 embodies Danish hygge (coziness).
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Alpin. Its north-facing slopes are among the 
best, its network of ski lifts the most efficient, 
and its habitués the most monied in all of 
Europe. With Arnault’s imprimatur and designer 
Sybille de Margerie’s bright, futuristic interiors, 
the property was a big-enough deal to lure chef 
Yannick Alléno from Paris’s Michelin three-
starred Le Meurice to open Le 1947, where 
traditional French dishes get a modern spin. 
Just up the mountain, L’Apogée Courchevel 
(lapogeecourchevel.com; €900) bears the dual 
stamp of Parisian designers India Mahdavi 
and Joseph Dirand. The 55 timbered rooms and 
suites are surprisingly casual, decorated in a 
burgundy, green and gingham palette, while the 
two chalets have log fires, perfect for curling up 
beside after a long day on the frosty mountain. 
Courchevel’s equally polished town center 
is lined with high-end boutiques, including 
Isabel Marant and Ski Dior, and the bakery 
Maison Braissand (maisonbraissand.com)  is an 
essential stop for its buttery pain au chocolat. 

DOLOMITES | ALPE DI SIUSI

Most visitors who come to the jagged, skyscraping 
peaks of northeastern Italy stay at a traditional 
hotel in the Badia Valley. But Adler Mountain 
Lodge (adler-lodge.com; €243) is luring more 
design-inclined skiers to the lesser-known Alpe 
di Siusi region to the west. The main building has 
18 rooms, with spare pinewood interiors, floor-to-
ceiling windows, and décor inspired by the 
owners’ trips to Africa—a totem pole here, a 
carved wooden eagle there. You’ll also find 12 
stunning terraced villas resembling ancient 
Tyrolean huts. Surrounding the property are 
more than 350 kilometers of hiking and cross-
country ski trails dotted with traditional baitas 
(stone-and-wood houses) selling steaming cups of 
hot cocoa. Ask the concierge to arrange a one-
hour trek that ends  with lunch at Gostner 
Schwaige (Via Saltria; €40), where Franz Mulser 
serves his signature hay soup, a hearty mix of 
vegetable stock, cream, butter and boiled hay in a 
bread bowl. There’s little reason to leave the area, 
but it’s worth taking the short cable car ride to 
Santa Cristina village to see the town square glow 
with holiday lights. + 

Reported by Adam H. Graham, Brooke Porter Katz,
Alexandra Marshall, Sarah Miller, Valerie 
Waterhouse and Ingrid K. Williams.

From top: No. 131, in Cheltenham, England; a chocolate caramel 
from Le 1947 at Cheval Blanc, in Courchevel.

LOOKING FOR 
THE NORTHERN 

LIGHTS? A 
CONCIERGE WILL 

WAKE YOU UP
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http://www.zinio.com


A view of the 
Gran Vía.
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Pioneering chefs, eye-popping 
boutiques, 21st-century design and 
innovation—and, yes, some of the finest 
tapas in Spain. Andrew Ferren reports. 
Photographed by Miquel Gonzalez

Our Definitive Guide to

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
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MADRID

New & Noteworthy
URSO HOTEL & SPA
The sister hotel to Majorca’s 
Hotel Cap Rocat has debuted in 
the rapidly gentrifying Tribunal 
area. Housed in a Neoclassical 
mansion, the interiors are a mix 
of old and new: bird-patterned 
wallpaper inspired by artwork 
from the 17th century, white 
Italian marble, and Midcentury 
Modern tables and ottomans. 
hotelurso.com; €198.

INNSIDE MADRID SUECIA
A former Swedish cultural center, 
the Innside Madrid Suecia was 
closed for years before being 
revamped by the Spanish Meliá 
brand. Rooms are stylishly spare, 
with pinewood floors, crisp white 
bedding, and contemporary 
objets d’art—but it’s the rooftop 
pool and terrace that won us 
over. melia.com; €110.50.

POSADA DEL LEÓN  
DE ORO
Enter the hotel’s lobby and you’ll 
find yourself in the middle of an 
old-Madrid-style tavern and bar, 
with check-in at a simple desk. 
Upstairs, the 17 slick rooms have 
glossy white walls and colorful 
lacquered panels. Bonus: the 
location, just steps from the 
Plaza Mayor and Royal Palace. 
posadadelleondeoro.com; €109.

ONLY YOU HOTEL  
This 70-room Chueca spot is an 
it destination for locals, thanks to 
its buzzy bar and restaurant. 
Designed by Lázaro Rosa-Violán, 
the 19th- century building is done 
up in blue and white hues. Four 
attic duplexes have wood-
beamed ceilings and skylights. 
onlyyouhotels.com; €144.

The Classics
AC SANTO MAURO
Set in the former palace of  
the Duke of Santo Mauro in 
Chamberí, this grande dame  
has a spacious spa and one of 
the most beautiful gardens in 
town—an ideal spot for a 
pre-dinner aperitivo. autograph-
hotels.marriott.com; €260.

VILLA MAGNA
With a covetable address  
in Barrio de Salamanca near 
Paseo del Prado, the Villa Magna 
is known for its attentive staff  
and large penthouse suites, 
which come with terraces,
grand pianos and private butlers. 
It’s no wonder the hotel is a 
favorite among visiting 
celebrities and heads of state. 
villamagna.es; €340. 

Argensola Tucked between 
trendy Chueca and the 
upscale shopping district  
of Barrio de Salamanca, 
Calle Argensola is packed 
with independent boutiques 
and lively bars.
 
Barrio de las Letras
These narrow lanes were 
once home to literary lions 
such as Cervantes and  
Lope de Vega—today,  
you’ll find galleries and 
vintage-furniture shops.
 
Chueca This barrio is 
Madrid’s gay epicenter and 
has no shortage of chic  
bars and restaurants.

La Latina A foolproof  
plan for exploring La Latina 
includes a visit to the 
Sunday Rastro flea market 
followed by a tapas crawl 
along Calle Cava Baja.
 
Triball Just north of  
Gran Vía, the former 
rough-around-the-edges 
Triball has transformed  
into Madrid’s nightlife hub.

Getting Around
Taxis are reasonably priced 
and easy to hail. The  
Metro (metromadrid.es) is 
expansive and connects the 
airport with the city center.

Lay of  
the Land

The city’s most important newcomers. Plus, the classics we love. 

Left: The 
lounge at Only 
You Hotel. 
Below: A junior 
suite at Posada 
del León de Oro.

N

RETIRO  
PARK

BARRIO DE 
LAS LETRAS

LA LATINA

TRIBALL

ARGENSOLA

GRAN VIA

CHUECA

0.8 KM0

Hotel prices represent starting rates for double occupancy.
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The best sources for stylish housewares, accessories and more. 

 See+Do Four essential stops 
across the city. 

ARISTOCRAZY
At this intimate jewelry 
shop, you’ll find 
contemporary items such 
as chunky, sterling- 
silver-plated chain-mail 
necklaces in 18-karat 
rose and yellow gold. 
aristocrazy.com. 

LA CAJA NEGRA
A go-to resource for 
interior designers, La Caja 
Negra sells graphic 

artwork by rising  
Iberian artists such as 
José Pedro Croft  
and Nico Munuera. 
lacajanegra.com.

LA CHINATA
Known for its extra-virgin 
olive oil from northern 
Extremadura, La Chinata 
has recently branched out 
into gourmet nibbles—
tapenades, pâtés and 
marmalades. lachinata.es. 

EL GANSO
This well-curated clothing 
shop was a pioneer  
of Spanish preppy style, 
including crisp cotton 
shifts for women, 
streamlined blazers for 
men and canvas sneakers 
for all. elganso.com.

FEDERICA & CO
Hidden in a tree-shaded 
courtyard in Barrio de 
Salamanca is Madrid’s 

chicest micro-mall. 
There’s antique china  
and vintage furniture  
on the top floor, while 
downstairs sells delicate 
knits and hand-
embroidered pillows. 
federicaandco.com.

HAKEI
With looks that combine 
tailored basics—linen 
shorts and skirts and 
blousy T-shirts—and 

affordable shoes and 
bags, the homegrown 
Hakei is popular  
with the millennial set.  
hakei.com.

LA PORTEGNA
Portegna’s leather totes 
and travel accessories  
are handcrafted by 
artisans in Andalusia. 
Best bet: briefcases  
in natural and auburn 
brown. laportegna.com.

El Ganso’s canvas-and-suede 
sneakers. Right: La Chinata.

Matadero 
Madrid.

1  In Arganzuela, the city’s early-20th-century former slaughterhouses  
have been transformed into Matadero Madrid, a contemporary art and 
design complex with experimental theater troupes and screening rooms, 
terrace cafés and a farm-to-table restaurant. mataderomadrid.org. 2  After an 
eight-year renovation, Spain’s preeminent archaeological treasures, 
including the Iberian stone bust Dama de Elche, are once again open to the 
public at Museo Arqueológico Nacional. man.es.  3   A visit to the 16th-
century Monasterio de las Descalzas Reales, where cloistered nuns still 
walk around barefoot, provides a tranquil respite from central Madrid. Look 
for masterpieces by Titian, Hans de Beken and Brueghel the Elder. 
patrimonionacional.es. 4  The top floor of El Corte Inglés department store, 
in Plaza de Callao, has become a vast food emporium and prime destination 
for edible souvenirs. There’s La Maquina, serving traditional pintxos; 
Juanillo Club, known for its oysters; and Amorino for house-made organic 
chocolates. elcorteingles.com.

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM
http://aristocrazy.com
http://lacajanegra.com
http://lachinata.es
http://elganso.com
http://federicaandco.com
http://set.hakei.com
http://laportegna.com
http://mataderomadrid.org
http://man.es
http://elcorteingles.com


The hottest tables right now. 

BOSCO DE LOBOS
Part of a transatlantic  
design partnership between 
restaurateurs Tomás Tarruella 
and Perico Cortés (their other 
restaurants include Luzía in 
Bogotá, Colombia, and Gallito in 
Barcelona), Bosco de Lobos is 
located in the newly restored 
College of Architects courtyard  
in Chueca. Blond-wood tables, 
floor-to-ceiling windows, and 
polished concrete set the 
backdrop for dishes such as 
white pizza with porchetta, 
honey and mustard. 
encompaniadelobos.com; €50.

DIVERXO 
Chef David Muñoz’s inventive 
Spanish-Asian plates at Diverxo, 
in Chamartín, recently earned  
it three Michelin stars. The 
tasting menu takes three hours 
and each dish is served with  

a special utensil. Among the 
crowd-pleasers: chilled green 
coconut broth with cockles and 
beans, topped with roasted 
sardines, jalapeños and pickled 
grapefruit. diverxo.com; tasting 
menus from €145.

TWEED
This white-and-gray dining room 
is a popular spot for Sunday 
lunch while museum-hopping. 
Order the gratin of traditional 
canelones Rossini under a  
blanket of béchamel and take in 
the view of Paseo de Recoletos. 
tweedrestaurante.com; €70.

TABERNA LA CARMENCITA 
In a restored 19th-century  
tavern with original ceramic 
tiling, Taberna La Carmencita  
is the first Madrid project by 
Carlos Zamora, chef-owner  
of Santander’s acclaimed 

eateries Deluz and El Machi. The 
menu incorporates fresh, organic 
ingredients for classics such as 
empanadas, albondigas and 
chunks of chicken breast al ajillo. 
tabernalacarmencita.es; €60. 

ARZÁBAL
When the city’s top chefs are 
looking for traditional Spanish 
food without the fuss, they head 
to Arzábal. The black-and-white 
space with signature purple 
accents specializes in buttery 
ham croquettes, salmorejo and 
truffled eggs. arzabal.com; €90.

BAR GALLETA
Carlos Moreno Fontaneda, of  
the Fontaneda cookie fortune, 
has opened his own restaurant. 
Locals come to the chic, 
whitewashed-brick restaurant  
for cookie-batter-fried chicken 
fingers with tzatziki sauce  

and desserts made con galleta: 
think chocolate cake or tiramisu. 
bargalleta.es; €70.

ARRIBA
Chef Ramón Freixa’s 
sophisticated new outpost in  
the Platea—a former cinema 
turned gourmet food market— 
is decorated with clubby  
leather banquettes and suede 
chairs. Freixa offers a fresh  
take on traditional Castilian  
and Catalan dishes such as  
the “alegría pa el cuerpo,”  
a blood-sausage hot dog with 
avocado and corn flakes. 
restaurantearriba.com; €60.

MADRID

Clockwise from 
far left: Bosco de 
Lobos; lobster-tail 
tempura with garlic 
mayo at Tweed; 
monkfish a la 
plancha with red 
peppers and 
slow-roasted 
potatoes at Taberna 
la Carmencita.
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Restaurant prices
represent approximate
cost of dinner for two,

unless otherwise noted.

http://encompaniadelobos.com
http://diverxo.com
http://tweedrestaurante.com
http://arzabal.com
http://flakes.restaurantearriba.com
http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM


“With two kids and a busy business, 
my social life is about family, friends 
and restaurants where I know the 
food and service are excellent. I love 
the Japanese food at Shikku Izakaya 
(shikku.es) and, for traditional 
Spanish dishes, Taberna Laredo 
(tabernalaredo.com), where the 
quality of the ingredients is 
exceptional. Order the anchovies 
with pan tumaca. My favorite shops: 
the Concrete Co. (concretemadrid.
com) for bespoke jeans and Passage 
Privé (passageprive.es), which sells 
offbeat 20th-century furniture.” 

LANDER 
URQUIJO
Men’s-wear 
designer

SILVIA ORTIZ  
AND INÉS LÓPEZ�
QUESADA
Cofounders  
of Galería  
Travesía Cuatro

Our picks for a 
perfect night out.

Four insiders reveal their 
favorite haunts.

After 
Dark

“New art exhibitions and design 
projects are popping up everywhere. 
We never miss the rotating shows at 
the contemporary Museo Nacional 
Centro de Arte Reina Sofía 
(museoreinasofia.es), near Retiro 
Park. Down the street, La Casa 
Encendida (lacasaencendida.es) 
showcases works by emerging talent 
such as Manuel Martín Cuenca and 
Bogi Jui and hosts great concerts.  
At night, head to Hat-bar (5 San 
Lorenzo; 34/91-391-1379), in Chueca. 
It’s got a buzzy scene and the 
cocktails never disappoint.”

On Calle de la Reina,  
the 1921 Bar Cock 
(barcock.com) stands  
out for its gentlemen’s- 
club-like lounge 
(double-height ceilings;  
a stone fireplace) and 
innovative cocktails. 

Just north, there’s  
Bon Vivant & Co. 
(bonvivantco.es), with a 
hip young vibe and bar 
that serves killer pisco 
sours. Pair yours with a 
plate of chorizo or puréed 
patatas revolconas. 

The new hangout for 
stylish Madrileños: Dray 
Martina (draymartina.
com), in Las Salesas. 
Book a table in the white-  
and-wood dining room 
and settle in for some 
great people-watching. 

“Whenever I return home from a  
trip abroad, my first stop is either 
Mercado de Maravillas (mercado 
maravillas.eu) or Mercado de 
Chamartín (mercadodechamartin.es). 
Food markets are a great way  
to reconnect with the city. For a 
memorable meal out, TriCiclo 
(eltriciclo.es) serves a standout steak 
tartare, or try Viridiana (restaurante 
viridiana.com), in Retiro, a classic 
that pioneered much of the creative 
cooking you find across Madrid; the 
veal-cheek red curry is delicious.”

DAVID MUÑOZ
Chef, Diverxo
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From left: 
Brushstroke, by Roy 
Lichtenstein, at the 

Museo Nacional 
Centro de Arte Reina 

Sofía; watermelon 
gazpacho with red- 

tuna tartare and 
black olives at 

TriCiclo; retro finds 
at Passage Privé.
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Mongolia

Last Look Photographed by  
Laurie Noble

The Khongoryn Els sand dunes form 
part of the Gobi Desert and stretch 
as far as the eye can see. This 
sweep of landscape is famous for 
its one- to three-day hikes—bring 
a guide and a good compass.

Sand and sky

An elderly woman at Gandan 
Monastery in Ulaanbaatar, one of 
the few monasteries that survived 
the communist regime. Today, the 
monastery is home to some 400 
Buddhist monks.

Vast visions

Small in size, Mongolia’s horses are 
central to the nomadic way of life 
that still defines the rural nation. 
There are a reported 3 million 
horses, well outnumbering the 
human population.

Not horsing around

A toddler and his mother outside 
their ger in the Orkhon Valley in 
central Mongolia. A World Heritage 
site, the valley is home to Karakorum, 
the 13th-century capital of Genghis 
Khan’s empire.

Heading out

http://TRAVELANDLEISUREASIA.COM


http://www.sheraton.com/pattaya
http://www.facebook.com/sheratonpattayaresort
http://www.sheratonpattayaresort.com


http://www.rolex.com

