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UNLESS YOU DON’T have the internet, 
watch television, listen to radio, read 
newspapers, talk to other human be-
ings and understand hieroglyphics, your 
2017 has been enveloped by Ameri-
can politics. It’s a straitjacket not even 
Houdini could have escaped.

Hockey fans could take comfort, how-
ever, in the fact we had a safe harbor on 
the horizon: the start of the NHL season. 
Viva Las Vegas! Welcome back, Jack. An-
other year to honor Connor (ouch, that 
one even hurt me). It’s our shared diver-
sion, a place to hide from the haters and 
focus solely on entertainment. Or it was 
until that protective layer was penetrat-
ed, if only by degrees, this summer by 
politicians, protestors and punks who 
have forced us to deal with real-world 
problems. Matt Larkin examines this de-
velopment in more depth on pg. 17.

We understand that a segment of our 
readership will roll its eyes; some will 
pass over the story; we’ll receive sup-
port and animosity. For certain, we’ll 
be told The Hockey News shouldn’t be 
wading into politics. The problem is, re-
gardless of your take on the climate in 
the United States, the NHL was involved 
in the game outside the game long be-
fore the Battle of the Swamp.

Every time the league, a team or a 
player decides to support a cause, a po-
litical statement is being made. On the 
surface, the vast majority of these are 
universally applauded. Nobody opposes 
fundraising for cancer, visits to chil-
dren’s hospitals or providing opportu-
nity to those who can’t afford it. It would 
be foolhardy for anyone to speak out 
against these efforts, akin to supporting 
Nazis. Still, the decision to ask for dona-
tions or attach your face and name to a 
purpose is inherently political.

More recently, NHL types have got-
ten involved in issues that are slightly 
more controversial. Mental illnesses are 
gradually becoming destigmatized, but 
there exists a segment of the population 
that doesn’t fully buy into the gravity 

POLITICAL 
HEADACHE

of depression, the suck-it-up-buttercup 
thinkers who feel it’s too often used as 
an excuse for destructive behavior. The 
NHL has increasingly been a proponent 
of diversity, via the You Can Play effort, 
and last February launching Hockey 
is For Everyone month. Intolerance, 
we’ve become painfully aware, is alive 
and kicking. The league has invested in 
a Green Week initiative, led by former 
Rangers goalie Mike Richter, and saying 
the right things when it comes to pro-
tecting the environment. We know there 
remains a large group of climate-change 
skeptics. Like it or not, hockey is already 
on the dais and it’s choosing sides.

Ironically, the matter that has the 
most direct impact on the game, the one 
so utterly woven into its fabric, is the 
one the NHL has chosen to play chicken 
with: brain injuries. Help save the Earth 
from greenhouse-gas impact, contribute 

your name to equality for all…but pro-
tect the noggins of your own employees 
to the best of your ability? Let’s have a 
long think on that. Obviously, the pend-

players is directly impacting the NHL’s 
strategy. Dollars before daze. While we 
remain excited for the new season and 
the gifts it will bring, the concussion is-
sue hangs like a stockyard stench on a 
still day at a time when we really could 
use a refreshing breeze.

Jason Kay
Editor in chief

@JKTHN
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HAVE YOUR SAY BY EMAILING US AT LETTERS@THEHOCKEYNEWS.COM

SOAPBOX
What’s your “wacky” prediction for the upcoming season?

 Nolan Patrick comes down 
with another bizarre illness called 
“Greyscale,” limiting him to under 
45 NHL games as he searches for 
the cure.

– @RealKidPoker

 Six Russian players, led by Alex 
Ovechkin, defy the NHL and leave 
mid-season to play in the Olympics. 
All six get food poisoning on the 
charter flight and fail to appear in any 
games. Russia finishes fourth. 

– Don DeLeskie  

 The Blackhawks fire Joel Quennev-
ille and rehire Mike Keenan as coach 
and GM. Keenan immediately trades 
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane to 
the Rangers for Mark Messier. 

– Jason Fink  

 Buffalo plays a road game in 
Vegas. Evander Kane is never heard 
from again.

– @stewsquared

 As the season draws to a close, 
dead last Vegas Golden Knights 
announce that they’re relocating to 
Seattle. Michael Buble, having just 
signed up for a long residency at the 
Flamingo, goes on a Twitter tirade. 

– Michael Jaatinen  

 Auston Matthews shows up to 
camp with a beard, so Lou sends him 
to the Marlies for the season.

– @megapons27

 Jonathan Toews fittingly wins the 
Norris Trophy because he plays better 
defense than most defenders on a 
nightly basis. 

– Jojo Rufino  

 John Scott takes on Conor 
McGregor in the octagon.

– @Jeremy_51340

 Robin Lehner gets the first ever 
goalie Gordie Howe hat trick. Goal, 
assist, fight.

– @bpratt21

 Rumors spread out of Toronto 
that Pittsburgh will trade Crosby and 
Malkin to the Leafs for ‘JVR’ and a 
conditional fourth-round pick. 

– Mike Dorn

   

 Due to injuries, the Hawks’ Jordin 
Tootoo gets promoted to top line , 
plays 22:22 ice time, scores two goals 
two assists and gets in two fights: 
two Gordie Howe hat tricks! He smiles 
with two black eyes and two missing 
teeth. The date? You guessed it: 2/22. 

– Robert Henry  

 Jake Guentzel scores 50 goals in 
50 games, then only two goals in his 
last 32 after Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin both get injured in a freak 
tricycle accident in Las Vegas after a 
few drinks. 

– Frederick Lavallee

  Ken Holland realizes he needs to 
bolster his blueline and brings Chris 
Chelios out of retirement. He goes on 
to become the oldest player to win the 
Norris Trophy at age 56. 

– Curtis Mankewich

 Las Vegas opts to trade most of 
their players for draft picks…in an 
effort to acquire all 31 picks in the first 
round next year. 

– Jimmy Budinski 

 Tim Tebow.
– @nweiss1002

Road-ice advantage?

A lot is going to be made of 
Bryan Murray’s immense contri-
butions to the game of hockey. 
Even just in Ottawa, taking the 

in 2007 and within a Game 7 
overtime loss of getting them 
there again this summer. But 
perhaps his greatest contribu-
tion to society was his work to 
get people to get screened for 
colon cancer. It was one of his 

interviews that gave me the 

something I shied away from 
due to my family’s background 
of colon cancer. In my eyes, he 
was a hero. It likely saved thou-
sands of people’s lives, bringing 
awareness to the need for regu-
lar checkups. From the bottom 
of our hearts, our family would 
like to thank you, Bryan.

DAVID MUNRO, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

Thank you, Bryan

Some observers are suggesting the Golden Knights may go 41-0-0 at 
home this season because of curfew issues with teams visiting Las 
Vegas. They have it backwards. My late friend Larry Regan was the 
GM of the Los Angeles Kings in their early years. He said that every 
team that came to California was gunning for them big time because 
the players were promised no curfews in L.A. or even side trips to 
Las Vegas if they beat the Kings. 

BILL MERRITT, KANATA, ONT.

THN POLL

Which new coach will have the biggest 
impact on his team this season?

@TheHockeyNews

47% Ken Hitchcock, Dal

24% Phil Housley, Buf

13% Rick Tocchet, Ari

7% John Stevens, LA

5%

4%

Bob Boughner, Fla

Travis Green, Van
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A THOUSAND WORDS
LONE STAR STATE’S 

LEAD HORSE
Dallas’ Tyler Seguin pushes ahead of the pack, 

weights and all, during his grueling and wet 
summer training in Toronto. He hopes his Stars 
take a similarly swift first step after stumbling 

out of the gate and falling behind early last year.
PHOTO BY BIOSTEEL SPORTS NUTRITION
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11 REMEMBERING BRYAN MURRAY  12 THE INSTIGATOR  13 WHO-DAT-O-METER
14 DOWN GOES BROWN: PREDICTING THE PREDICTIONS  16 RAPID FIRE: BOBBY RYAN

Decreasing the number of regular season games 
would increase the intensity of each contest, 
resulting in more hits like the one Conor Sheary 
laid on Marcus Johansson last season.
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> FEWER GAMES
If you’re reading this, you al-

ready know hockey is the great-
est sport on the planet. What you 

might not know 
is you’re getting 
too much of it. 
The NHL doesn’t 
need an over-
haul, but there’s 

one change that would guaran-
tee increased enjoyment while 
doing nothing to alter the game 
itself: shortening the season.

Revenue models notwith-
standing, there’s a handful of 

schedule. First, it would jack our 
anticipation. The things we look 
forward to most are the things 
we enjoy best. North America’s 
most successful league, the NFL, 
is king in part because there’s so 
little of it. Each game is an event 
with a built-in build-up. 

Second, the increased break 
between games would give play-
ers more rest and recovery time. 
We’re told the more fatigued an 
athlete is, the more susceptible 
they are to injury. Hockey’s 82-
game slate – with its quick turn-
arounds, intense travel and the 
shortest off-season among the 
big four pro sports – is gruelling.

By extension, the more rested 
a player is, the better the hockey 
will be. It’s widely accepted that 
by the time we get to the Stan-

is past its best-before date. How 
about a 60-game season, two 
games a week for 30 weeks? Talk 
amongst yourselves. Just don’t 
include the owners in that chat.

– JASON KAY, EDITOR IN CHIEF 

> NO MORE SALARY CAP
Fear not, Detroit Red Wings 

fans. Your team won’t be on the 
hook for Henrik Zetterberg’s 
contract – you know, the one 

he signed in 2009 to “fool the 
system” – when he retires in 
two years. Because, as they did 
with Pavel Datsyuk, the Wings 

of the two in the desert, trying 

to take it on until it runs out in 
2021. That’s how it works with 
the salary cap in the NHL these 
days. It’s a shell game that does 
almost nothing to create parity 
and causes more problems than 
it solves.

Aside from saving the big 
markets money, the salary cap 
has been a dismal failure. For 
example, name one big-market 
team that got squeezed for a star 
player who defected to a small 
market. I’ll wait. And that parity 
it was supposed to create? Last 
time I checked, eight of the past 
nine Stanley Cups were won by 
three teams. Those teams are 
based in Pittsburgh, Los Angeles 
and Chicago, well-established 
medium- to large-market teams 
that are well run and have no 
troubles spending to the cap.

The salary cap has not been 
able to legislate against bad 
contracts or self-discipline. It 
has created an escrow system 
the players hate, and it forces 
bottom feeders to spend up to a 
level they would otherwise nev-
er even entertain if they had a 
choice. It’s time for the cap to go.

– KEN CAMPBELL, SENIOR WRITER

> REFEREE IN PRESS BOX
There are few things in hockey 

more aggravating than the ref-
eree furthest from the play get-
ting a penalty call wrong. What 

didn’t catch? It’s mind-bending. 
And while the rulebook must 
absolutely be called if we want 
the NHL to be the most exciting 
game possible, there’s one move 

we can make that would vastly 
improve matters: kick one of 
those zebras up to the press box.

Is it a little Big Brother to have 
an eye in the sky? Perhaps, but 
you’d really cut down on the she-
nanigans away from the puck. 
If you’ve ever watched a game 
from the nosebleeds or the press 
box, you know the view you get 
is very different than it is from 
up close. With the on-ice ref con-
centrating on the play, the ref in 
the press box could look at the 
big picture and catch the rats of 
the game when they’re up to no 
good long after the puck is gone. 

Logistically, the press box 
ref would simply call down to 
the timekeeper’s bench when a 
penalty is spotted, and perhaps 
the timekeeper gets a whistle to 
blow to stop the play. It wouldn’t 
slow the game down, because 
it’s the same number of refs who 
can make calls – but their calls 
would be more accurate. And as 

off the ice to provide more room 
for the players.

– RYAN KENNEDY, ASSOCIATE SENIOR WRITER

> ELIMINATE OFFSIDES 
Obstruction crackdown. Trap-

ezoid penalty. Smaller goalie 
pads. Enough with the half mea-
sures. If we want a tectonic shift 
in offense, we need a wild rule 
change. Let’s remove the blue-
lines and any concept of offside.

The rule would allow for cher-
ry picking and hail-mary, length-
of-the-ice stretch passes. Seeing 

MAKE HOCKEY

GREAT AGAIN
OK, our sport is already amazing. But on the eve of a new season, 
THN staffers chime in with eight ways it could be even better

greedy forwards waiting 180 
feet from their own nets might 
bring back memories of the 

hockey game, but who cares? 
Teams that make cherry picking 
part of their strategies would ac-
cept the risk of allowing big-time 
scoring chances on their own 
nets should their opponents gain 
puck possession. That would 
create more odd-man rushes and 
increase offense at both ends.

Think about the experimental 
game plans teams might deploy. 
Do the Ottawa Senators entrust 
Erik Karlsson to take care of his 
own end singlehandedly and let 
him play quarterback, targeting 

they’re wide receivers? 
We’d see more icing calls 

than we do today as a result of 
long-distance passes gone awry, 
but with all the offside whistles 
eliminated, we’d at worst break 
even on game delays. Eliminat-
ing offsides would bring a lot 
more variety and unpredictabil-
ity to the sport.

– MATT LARKIN, WRITER/EDITOR

> STOP FACEOFF CHEATS
It’s time to clean up the mon-

key business in the faceoff dot. 
Remember when they went to 
the “hurry-up” faceoff rule after 

OFFICIAL SOLUTION
How about sending one of the two 
referees up to the press box for an eye-
in-the-sky perspective on penalties?
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BUZZ

icings in 2002-03 to eliminate 
the dithering? That’s funny. You 
now have time to nuke some 
cheese on your nachos at home 
before they drop the puck. And 
isn’t it frustrating seeing the 
linesmen stick out an arm to in-
dicate which center is cheating 
too much and is kicked out? 

Here’s my plan. Linesmen 
have a 20-second buzzer on 

the faceoff dot, waits for the vi-
bration on his wrist, then drops 
the puck, regardless who’s ready. 
If someone’s feigning equipment 
malfunction or loose tape on the 
stick, that’s what your timeout is 
for. Call it or get ready to play. 

As for the cheating, we know 
what they say. If you’re not 
cheating at least a little bit in 
the faceoff circle, you’re not try-
ing hard enough. NHL centers 
all do it to various degrees. So 
rather than watch players get 
waved out, each team gets one 
“cheating” warning per period. 
If it happens again, the linesman 
tosses the puck between the legs 
of the center on the non-offend-
ing team. You want to cheat? You 
get an automatic faceoff loss. 
The thinking being, in no time, 
centers will line up squarely and 
wait for a clean drop. In the end, 
the better drawmen are going to 
have the better percentages. You 
just get rid of all the nonsense. 
Ideally, this will speed up games 
by a few minutes per period. 

– BRIAN COSTELLO, SENIOR EDITOR

> ICING ON POWER PLAYS
You’re not allowed to ice the 

puck. That’s why when a player 
does it, his team is punished with 
a faceoff in its own end. So when 
a team has a player in the penalty 
box, why is that team suddenly 
allowed to ice the puck at will? 
The same rules for icing should 
apply no matter the situation. 

The kneejerk response to this 
will be: the last thing we need is 
more icings! Sure, but teams will 
learn to clear the puck on the PK 
without sending it the length of 
the ice (remember: teams can’t 
change players after an icing, 
and coaches don’t want tired 
legs out when they’re down 

a man). Defensemen adapted 
when the “puck over the glass” 
rule was introduced, and penal-
ty killers will, too. But if a plague 
of icing does beset the league, 
a simple delay-of-game penalty 
after the second man-advantage 
icing will quickly put things back 
in order. Nothing motivates like 
a 5-on-3.

Maybe now you’re thinking, 
“This is unfair to the penalty kill-
ers!” Bologna. Your team took 
a penalty. It should be unfair. 
That’s the whole point. Last year 
there were 7,349 power plays 
and 1,405 power play goals. 

infractions resulted in the true 
punishment of being scored 
upon. That number needs to go 
up, not only to increase scoring, 
but to decrease the number of 
penalties that teams are willing 
to take. 

– EDWARD FRASER, MANAGING EDITOR

> ELIMINATE SHOOTOUTS 
Death to the shootout. The 

“goalie vs. shooter” showdown 
was a fun and entertaining part 
of the skills competition during 
the NHL’s all-star weekend – at 
least it used to be, before the 
league got rid of the breakaway 
challenge last year – but it has 

no place deciding the outcome of 
regular season games. 

Why? Because hockey is a 
team sport, and the shootout is 
a 1-on-1 sideshow. Besides, do 
you know what’s even more fun 
and entertaining than the shoot-
out? Overtime. You know, that 
sudden-death thrill ride that 
might end before you’ve settled 
into your seat or go on and on 
into the wee hours of the morn-
ing. Why not go all-in on OT, and 
treat fans by breaking ties in the 
most exciting manner possible? 

Of course, given the con-
straints of the regular season 
– a busy schedule, back-to-back 
games, air travel – it can’t be 
playoff-style overtime from Oc-
tober to April. Rather, the NHL 
just has to take its current OT 
format in the regular season and 
follow it to its logical conclusion. 
The league went to 4-on-4 over-
time in 1999-2000, then to 3-on-
3 in 2015-16. How about start-

3 – and if the score is still tied, 

of 1-on-1? 
The vast majority of OTs 

-
utes – during 4-on-4 or 3-on-3 – 

and the rest, surely, would come 

2. The rare games that require 
1-on-1 might not be the most 
credible – but they’d still have 
more integrity than the shoot-
out, and they’d be memorable in 
and of themselves due to their 
freak nature. 

– SAM MCCAIG, FEATURES EDITOR

> THREE-POINT SYSTEM
The so-called loser point, the 

single-point pittance gifted for 
forcing overtime, has been in ex-
istence for 18 seasons for a num-
ber of reasons. It creates parity, 
widens the playoff picture and 
rewards teams for a competitive 
60 minutes. But it has also bred 
the dreadful “playing for over-
time” strategy that sees teams sit 
back and suck the life out of play 
in a deadlocked tilt so as to leave 
no game empty-handed.

It doesn’t have to be that way, 
though, and hamstringing teams 
who want to slow things down 
for the single point wouldn’t re-
quire a single change to the way 
the game is played. Rather, all 
that would need altering is the 
NHL’s standings format and a 
switch to the three-point system.

The three-point system – 
which awards regulation wins, 
overtime wins and overtime 
losses with three, two and one 
point, respectively – is a tried-
and-true system, utilized by the 
KHL and the Olympics, and one 
that can increase excitement 
in close games. Teams seeking 
a full-value win would need to 
press and play for the regulation 
victory in a way not presently 
required because, currently, 
there’s nothing lost by winning 
in overtime or a shootout. And 
the three-point system could 
breed standings chaos with 
intra-division games holding 
greater value than they do to-
day. Who wouldn’t want to see a 
team make a late playoff run on 
the back of several regulation 
victories in a row? The three-
point system can manufacture 
excitement, on a nightly basis 
and in the playoff race, in a way 
the two-point system cannot.

– JARED CLINTON, THN.COM CONTRIBUTOR

Getting rid of the shootout in favor of a longer OT would give more opportunities 
for the likes of Mark Giordano and Sean Monahan to work open-ice magic.
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TEACHER AND PREACHER
Murray was a savvy coach and talent 
evaluator who got his direct messages 
across without being too hard. 

LASTING AND

SPECIAL IMPACT
Bryan Murray may have succumbed to his 
long battle with cancer, but his legacy lives 
on through the countless players, coaches 
and managers he influenced, including me

I DIDN’T KNOW Bryan Murray re-
ally well until last year, but at the 
same time I’ve known him for de-
cades. Bryan coached the WHL’s 
Regina Pats at the Memorial Cup 
in 1980. I was a left winger on 
the Cornwall Royals team that 
won the tournament. I remem-
ber being amazed at how quickly 
his career took off, going from 
the Pats to the AHL’s Hershey 
Bears to the NHL’s Washington 
Capitals in successive years. He 

-
ist in Florida while I was coach-
ing their opponent that year in 
Colorado, where the Avs won 

I remember some great games 
between Bryan’s Anaheim Ducks 

and my Vancouver Canucks when 
we were both bench bosses.

Throughout the years, I gained 
a strong appreciation for his 
commitment to the game. He 
was a career coach with talent 
and an architect as a GM. I have 
a great deal of admiration for 
Bryan because he stood the test 
of time.

Bryan went to school with my 
old junior coach, Doug Carpen-
ter. And I could tell there were 
similarities in the two men. They 
were both very direct and very 
good at communicating with 
their players. You never felt like 
they were too hard on you, even 
when they were trying to get 
a message through. Coaching 

against Bryan, I realized that he 
was very good at knowing who 
was hot on his team, and he 
played the matchup game quite 
well. Bryan would often work the 
refs, and though I’m sure they 
thought he was a pain, there’s 
an art form to what he did. He 
protected his players, and he 
didn’t mind sticking his neck out, 
because his team would get an 
advantage in the end. I sparred 
with refs myself a lot, and he 
felt the same way I did: you can 
never let people think that you 
don’t care about the small de-
tails. Even something like the 
positioning on a faceoff or an ic-
ing call should matter, because it 
affects your players.

When I got to Ottawa as an 
associate coach last season, I 
got to see Bryan’s brilliance up 
close. As a talent evaluator, he 
was as good as I’ve ever seen. 
He had great terminology and 
great insight – that was one of 
his strengths. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
he had a great sense of humor. 
Hockey is an emotional game, 
but Bryan never got over-
whelmed by disappointment af-
ter a loss or by the adulation that 
came with victory. He never got 
too caught up. He’d get mad, but 

he wouldn’t let it get to him.
One of the real treats of the 

past year was hearing Bryan tell 
stories. He liked to talk about his 
life before hockey, when he was 
a teacher. He coached volleyball, 
soccer and other sports, and he 
was a great athlete himself, play-
ing hockey at Loyola College, 
which is now part of McGill Uni-
versity in Montreal.

because we both came from big 
families. I’m one of nine Craw-
ford children, while Bryan came 
from a brood of 10 kids. There 
were dinners for Bryan before 
his passing, and I had the plea-
sure of sitting with four of his 
brothers at one such gathering. I 
was fascinated by it. They knew 

he was special, and I’ve been 
told that he was a big reason 
why the family stayed so close 
over the years.

In the end, Bryan touched a lot 
of people. He was ahead of the 
game as a coach, using a teaching 
model in practices that put him 
in the same boat as Roger Niel-
son. He tried to mold and better 
his players, and the list of those 

is impressive. Daniel Alfredsson, 
Luke Richardson, Chuck Fletcher, 
his nephew Tim Murray and his 
brother Terry are just a few. You 
don’t realize how much of an im-
pact someone has until later on, 
but Bryan will never be forgotten 
by the hockey world. 

– WITH RYAN KENNEDY

HE HAD A GREAT 
SENSE OF HUMOR. 

HE’D GET MAD, BUT 
HE WOULDN’T LET 

IT GET TO HIM
BY MARC CRAWFORD 

BRYAN MURRAY: 1942 - 2017
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THE INSTIGATOR BY CHARLIE TELJEUR

McDavid needs room on his mantle 
if our 2017-18 trophy picks come true

THN  
BOOK  

REVIEW
OFFSIDE: MY LIFE CROSSING THE LINE
$32 (Cdn.), Viking Canada, 336 pgs, 6" x 9", hardcover 

During his playing days, Sean Avery would always deflect the insider-type questions, 
saying he was saving his answers for his book. Well, that book has arrived, and Avery did 
not disappoint. He pulls no punches in Offside, which comes out in October. Avery names 
names, takes on controversies and lays bare the highs and lows of his career with Detroit, 
Los Angeles, Dallas and the New York Rangers. And it’s not all muckraking. It’s very clear 
from the book how deeply Avery respected the legends he played with as a rookie in 
Detroit, with Chris Chelios, Brett Hull and Brendan Shanahan serving as mentors and close 
friends throughout his career. Steve Yzerman is also lionized.

We also get some very unfiltered words on the coaches Avery did not get along with, in 
particular Andy Murray and John Tortorella. If you ever wondered what was going through 
Avery’s head during his hockey days, the answers are all here. And from making Paris 
Hilton cry to finding out his friends once accidentally poisoned Hull, Avery delivers many 
more tales that are worth the cover price.  – RYAN KENNEDY

A W A R D S
T HN

ROCKET RICHARD (Most goals)
1. Nikita Kucherov, TB
2. Vladimir Tarasenko, STL
3. Auston Matthews, TOR
4. Patrik Laine, WPG
5. Steven Stamkos, TB

ART ROSS (Most points)
1. Connor McDavid, EDM
2. Sidney Crosby, PIT
3. Patrick Kane, CHI
4. Nikita Kucherov, TB
5. Mark Scheifele, WPG

JACK ADAMS (Best coach)
1. Ken Hitchcock, DAL
2. Bill Peters, CAR
3. Mike Babcock, TOR
4. Glen Gulutzan, CGY
5. Todd McLellan, EDM

CALDER (Best rookie)
1. Charlie McAvoy, BOS
2. Clayton Keller, ARI
3. Brock Boeser, VAN
4. Nico Hischier, NJ
5. Joel Eriksson Ek, MIN

VEZINA (Best goaltender)
1. Carey Price, MTL
2. Braden Holtby, WSH
3. Sergei Bobrovsky, CLB
4. Matt Murray, PIT
5. Cam Talbot, EDM

NORRIS (Best defenseman)
1. Erik Karlsson, OTT
2. Victor Hedman, TB
3. Brent Burns, SJ
4. Dougie Hamilton, CGY
5. Drew Doughty, LA

HART (Most valuable player)
1. Connor McDavid, EDM 
2. Sidney Crosby, PIT
3. Erik Karlsson, OTT
4. Nikita Kucherov, TB
5. Carey Price, MTL

SO, WHAT WILL Connor McDavid do 
for an encore after winning the Hart 
Trophy as NHL MVP and the Art Ross 
Trophy as the leading scorer last sea-
son? How about going back-to-back as 
the league’s best player and most pro-

of THN staffers, whose trophy prog-
nostications for 2017-18 are com-
piled below. McDavid was a unani-
mous choice for the Hart and Art Ross.
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The Belle Tire program in Detroit has produced 
NHLers such as Torey Krug, Dylan Larkin and Zach 
Werenski, but last year one of the players produced 
something for Belle Tire itself.

A.J. Wolfe, captain of the Belle Tire major midget 
squad, designed a jersey for the team, putting the 
Belle Tire mascot front and center. The program is 
named after a prominent Michigan tire company, and 
while corporate logos on jerseys is a thorny issue, it 
works in this case because the little guy has a fun, 
old-school vibe. In terms of the rest of the sweater, 
the main stripe behind the crest is solid and simple, 
while Wolfe kept the program’s script logo on the 
shoulder. – RYAN KENNEDY

JERSEY HOUND
DETROIT BELLE TIRE  |  2016-17

INTRODUCING... 

IN  
THE  

CARDS

Every new season brings a handful of seemingly made-up names. 
We assure you they’re all real. Whether they’re the real deal, that’s TBD

 JUDD SCHULZ & ERIC HUSS 

Oh, come on. Fake news!

> Carolina’s 
Sebastian 
Aho is only a 

sophomore, so he’s not a 
household name yet, but 
the Islanders just had to 
confuse us all by picking 
a different SEBASTIAN 

AHO in the 2017 draft. 
Great. They even share a 
division. Aho II is actually 
older than the Carolina 
Aho to boot. Ouch, our 
brains hurt.

Hockey player or children’s cartoon?

> SPENCER 

FOO sounds 
like he should 

be solving neighborhood 
mysteries between 
math tests. He’s 
actually a big-
time scorer out 
of NCAA Union 
College. The 
Flames emerged 
from a long list of 
teams who wanted 
to sign him. He’ll 
look to crack their 
lineup this fall.

OK, the Panthers are pulling our leg

> Florida let 
Jonathan 
Marchessault 

go in the expansion 
draft and didn’t re-sign 
Jaromir Jagr. They’re 
hoping KHLer EVGENY 

DADONOV slides right 
into a productive top-six 
role, and they see Finnish 
Leaguer Henrik Haapala 
as a sleeper for a big 
rookie season.

We’re winning the draft lottery, right?

> The Vegas 
Golden Knights 
have to hope 

unproven KHL import VADIM 

SHIPACHYOV and prospect 
defenseman Shea Theodore 
exceed expectations if 
the team wants to 
avoid a basement 
finish. Maybe it 
doesn’t want to 
avoid that at all, 

though. 

> Hall of 
Famer PHIL 

HOUSLEY 
was a background figure 
with the Nashville 
Predators, shepherding 
the stellar defense corps 
as an assistant coach. Now 
he gets his first crack at an 
NHL head coaching gig, 
taking over behind the 
Sabres’ bench. 

WHO-DAT-O-METER

The new NHL season hasn’t started 
yet, but collecting for 2017-18 is already 

underway. Released at the end of 
summer, Upper Deck MVP is the first set of the 2017-18 
season, featuring cards of 230 of the NHL’s top players, 
plus 20 up-and-coming rookies. MVP is loaded with a 
variety of inset cards, too, such as Puzzle Back variants, 
which combine to make a supersized hockey card; NHL 
Player Credentials that cleverly spoof employee IDs; and, 
die-cut Colors and Contours foil parallels. A box contains 
24 eight-card packs and costs around $50 (U.S.).

– SAL BARRY OF PUCKJUNK.COM
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 STEVEN STAMKOS 

 FIVE
RULES 
TO PREDICT
THE 2017-18 NHL SEASON
Anyone can make a prediction, so how about we try and 
predict the predictions themselves?  BY SEAN MCINDOE

DOWN  
GOES  

BROWN

THE DOG DAYS of hockey’s off-season are nearly over. Soon, 
the weather will cool, the leaves will start to change color, 
and training camps will open up around the league.

Making predictions is tough. In today’s parity-stricken 
NHL, the gap between the best and worst has never been 
smaller, and nothing ever feels like a sure thing. Simply 
coming up with an accurate forecast of which teams will be 
good and which ones will be bad is hard enough.

But of course, that’s not really what making predictions 
is all about. When you sit down to list your picks for the 
playoffs, the draft lottery and the Stanley Cup, you’re not 
just trying to guess the future. You’re also trying to stand 
out from the crowd by hitting on a few long shots and un-
derdogs along the way. Anyone can predict the Pittsburgh 
Penguins will be good or the Vegas Golden Knights will 
struggle. You want to aim a little higher.

It all adds up to some interesting psychology. So today, 
instead of making our own picks, let’s try something else. 
Let’s predict the predictions, using some basic rules to help 

in common.

 CRAIG ANDERSON 

Picking a few playoff teams that missed out 
last year is just common sense – we typically 
see a turnover of about a half-dozen teams, 
so picking the same 16 from last year would 
doom you to failure. 

But just predicting a handful of non-
playoff teams to sneak in isn’t enough – you 
have to have at least one of those teams as a 
real threat to make some noise once they get 
there. And if you really want to raise some 
eyebrows, you’ll pick a non-playoff team to 
make it all the way to the final.

Most years, that’s a tough pick to make. 
But not this year. Which is why we can start 
with a reasonably safe prediction: everyone 
is going to love the Tampa Bay Lightning.

It’s not hard to see why. On paper, the 
Lightning look like one of the league’s better 
teams and have for the past few seasons. 
Nobody saw last year’s playoff miss com-
ing, and plenty of us picked them as Cup 
champs. Then everything fell apart, and the 
team ended up being the most stunning 
post-season miss in recent history.

Normally, that might give us all pause, 
wondering if the Lightning are a team that 
missed its window and is on the way down. 
But the laws of hockey predictions say you 
need to get solidly behind at least one non-
playoff team each season, and the Lightning 
are this year’s easiest choice. The Dallas Stars 
are certainly in play here, too, and will get 
most of the Western Conference love, but 
the Lightning will be just about everyone’s 
sweetheart comeback story.

RULE 1: FIND A TEAM 
THAT LOOKS LIKE 
AN UNDERDOG BUT 
REALLY ISN’T

This is basically the inverse of Rule 1. And 
again, it’s not enough to pick teams to 
put up a good fight and barely miss out. 
You need a team or two to dump all over. 
And it’s even better if that team finished 
high in the standings or went deep in the 
playoffs – or both.

Every Ottawa Senators fan has 
already figured out where this is headed.

Yes, despite last year’s magical playoff 
run that saw them come within a Game 7 
double-overtime goal of playing for the 
Stanley Cup, the Senators seem to have 
emerged as this year’s sure-thing case 
study in the power of regression. The 
2016-17 season had barely ended before 
we were predicting Ottawa’s downfall, 
and the tide hasn’t let up since. 

Is it fair? Maybe not – the Senators 
earned home ice through the first two 
rounds of the 2017 NHL playoffs by 
finishing second in a tight Atlantic Divi-
sion, and they’re bringing back basically 
the same roster. But somebody has to 
take the fall when prediction time arrives, 
and with apologies to vulnerable-looking 
teams like the Boston Bruins and Colum-
bus Blue Jackets, the Senators seem set 
to emerge as the consensus pick.

RULE 2: YOU
NEED TO PICK 
SOME OF LAST 
YEAR’S PLAYOFF 
TEAMS TO BEAT 
UP ON
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WHEN IT’S TIME TO 
MAKE PREDICTIONS, 
YOU NEED TO PICK 

AT LEAST ONE 
RECLAMATION 

PROJECT TO ROCKET 
UP THE STANDINGS

 JUSTIN FAULK 

In theory, the past is the past and we should 
largely ignore it. In a league where the 
margins between success and failure are so 
thin, what happened three or five or seven 
years ago hardly matters at all.

But when it comes to certain teams, it’s 
tough to cut the cord. And that’s especially 
true when it comes to a team that has a large 
and loyal fan base that you know will let you 
hear it if you offer up last rites prematurely.

Which brings us to the Chicago Black-
hawks. The three-time cap-era Cup champs 
haven’t won a playoff series in the past two 
years, and on paper they’re probably worse 
heading into this season. But still…they’re 
the Blackhawks, right? They always find a 
way. Grit, character, heart, etc. So plenty of 
us will chalk up last year as an aberration, 
figuring Chicago will storm back stronger 
than ever this year.

On the other hand, there’s a case to be 
made that the Hawks are basically where the 
Kings were a few years ago, having already 
done a Wile E. Coyote run off the edge of the 
cliff, and are now just waiting for gravity to 
kick in. And if you were the sort of predictor 
who wanted to really make some waves – 
especially if you were analytically inclined, 
and didn’t put much stock in intangibles and 
narratives – you might figure this is the year 
to shove the Hawks way down your rankings. 
Maybe even out of the playoffs altogether.

Expect to see a very wide spread in opin-
ions on Chicago, much of it divided along the 
old-school/new-school spectrum. I’m sure 
Hawks fans will be chill about it.

RULE 4 BREAKING 
UP IS HARD TO DO

Sometimes, the right spot for a team ends 
up feeling kind of boring. Take the Maple 
Leafs. After a playoff appearance last year, 
the continued growth of Toronto’s core 
should mean further improvement. They 
were unlucky in the shootout but lucky in 
the injury department, so that’s a wash. Add 
it up and you’d figure slotting them around 
12th overall makes sense.

But where’s the drama in that? The 
Toronto fan base, as you may have noticed, 
is somewhat vocal, so why not rile them 
up by picking the Leafs to win the Atlantic? 
Or miss the playoffs? Or, hell, win the Cup 
altogether? If you’re going to be wrong, be 
wrong about the team that will have you 
trending on Twitter for an afternoon, right?

The same logic applies to some other 
teams. The Montreal Canadiens are always 
good for some fun. So are the New York 
Rangers. And with everyone beating up the 
Washington Capitals, it’s a good year to have 
them winning it all or missing the playoffs al-
together. Same with the Nashville Predators, 
especially if you can find a way to assign all 
the blame and/or credit to P.K. Subban. 

You may as well have some fun with 
this stuff. After all, we’re all going to end 
up being wrong, and hopefully nobody will 
remember our terrible picks a year from now. 

And if the season comes and goes and 
you get everything wrong, take comfort. At 
least you followed the rules.

RULE 5: CERTAIN 
TEAMS ARE JUST 
MORE FUN WHEN YOU 
GO TO EXTREMES

Or, as we all could have called it for years, “The Edmonton Oilers rule.”
Rebuilding is supposed to be a slow and steady process. But when 

it’s time to make predictions, you need to pick at least one reclamation 
project to rocket up the standings. For years, most of us just went with 
the Oilers, who always seemed to be on the verge of regaining respect-
ability. Last year, it finally happened. And with the last-place Toronto 
Maple Leafs also making a big jump, the pressure is on to nail down this 
year’s rebuild success story.

So who will it be? The Buffalo Sabres appear poised to inherit the 
Oilers’ mantle as the team that always seems ready to hit the gas but 
never quite does. The Winnipeg Jets are there, too. And the New Jersey 
Devils are having themselves a nice little off-season, including the sign-
ing of NCAA Hobey Baker Award winner Will Butcher.

But the pick here is probably the Carolina Hurricanes, who’ve been 
a sneaky-good team for years except for their goaltending, which they 
hope to have addressed with the arrival of Scott Darling. As an added 
bonus, they haven’t made the playoffs since 2009, so nobody will 
accuse you of making the easy pick. Expect to see them penciled in for 
a wild-card spot in plenty of forecasts.

RULE 3: YOU NEED TO PICK AT 
LEAST ONE REBUILDING TEAM 
TO EMERGE AS A LEGITIMATE 
PLAYOFF THREAT

 JONATHAN TOEWS 

 AUSTON MATTHEWS 



16  |  THE HOCKEY NEWS    SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18

BUZZ

R
YA

N
: A

N
D

R
E

 R
IN

G
U

E
TT

E
/N

H
LI

 V
IA

 G
E

TT
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
; O

M
A

LU
: J

A
S

O
N

 L
A

V
E

R
IS

/F
IL

M
M

A
G

IC

WITH OTTAWA SENATORS RIGHT WINGER BOBBY RYAN

RAPID 
FIRE

you know you got ahold of one and 
somebody made a good play to get you 
the puck. There’s nothing better than 
that one-timer coming across to you as 
you’re waiting for it. You’re salivating.

What is your craziest fan interaction?

When I got traded to Ottawa, I went 
out and stood on the street and nobody 
knew who I was yet. Then I did this really 
cool thing where I interviewed people: 
“Have you heard about Bobby Ryan? Do 
you know him?” No one picked up on it 
except for one person. Then I got to see 
it on air a couple of weeks later and how 
that had changed and how I couldn’t go 
to that same spot cause people figured it 
out. That was probably the craziest just 
with the lack of anonymity.

What’s the best thing about playing in 

the NHL?

Travelling. With travelling you get to be 
in a lot of different cities, a lot of differ-
ent restaurants, then when you do get 
a day off, you can walk all over the city, 
exploring everything. 

What’s the worst part?

It’s not as bad in the East, but sometimes 
the travel. It’s not even a jet lag thing, 
it’s just the late-night, early-morning 
thing. It sometimes wears the body 
down a little bit. And being married with 
a young daughter, it makes you want to 
leave home a little less. So I spend some 
extra time at home before heading to 
the airport, that’s for sure.

– WITH ADAM KIRSHENBLATT 

Who was your favorite team as a kid?

Flyers, Philadelphia. I’m from that area, 
and we had a personal relationship with 
Bobby Clarke through my family, so I 
grew up watching those guys.

Who did you model your game after?

Always growing up I drew comparisons 
to Todd Bertuzzi a little bit. I think prob-
ably not as hard or tough as him, but at 
the same time we play a lot in similar 
ways: use our bodies to protect the puck 
and get to the net. He was always a guy 
I looked up to, and I got to play with him 
(in Anaheim in 2007-08). 

What was your ‘welcome to the NHL’ 

moment?

It was unfortunate. I opened my career 
with my first two games over in London, 
England, so it wasn’t the same. It 
didn’t have that feel. So coming back a 
little while later, lining up next to Mike 
Modano. He’s the be-all and end-all for 
American hockey growing up for me. 
Knowing I wore No. 9 my whole life 
because of him and then watching No. 9 
across the ice for me, it was great.

Do you have a favorite spot on the ice?

Just off the inside of the left dot. I want 
to call it “The Ovechkin Spot,” but that’s 
where I like to roll myself into if I can. 
Five-on-five more so than power play. I 
try to find those little areas where guys 
can come cross-ice.

What’s your favorite way to score?

I would say one-timers, because 

WE KNOW DR. BENNET Omalu 
as the man Will Smith por-
trayed in the movie Concus-
sion. Dr. Omalu popularized 
the term CTE, chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy, after 
performing an autopsy on a 
former NFL player. No mind in 

carries more public weight. 
But to think of Dr. Omalu as 
a Hollywood-ized crusader 
against the establishment, be 
it the NFL or the NHL, is to 
misunderstand his goal.

Dr. Omalu did jump into the 
NHL concussion lawsuit this 
year, penning a letter slam-
ming the NHL’s hired medical 
expert, Dr. Rudy Castellani, for 
denying CTE’s existence. Dr. 
Omalu believes a corporation 
like the NHL would eventu-

stance on head injuries, just 
as a company like Tesla got re-
warded with a sales explosion 
years after taking the lead on 
electric cars in the era of glob-
al warming. But the NHL isn’t 
Dr. Omalu’s primary target. As 
he outlines in his new book, 
Truth Doesn’t Have a Side, he 
wants to change how the en-
tire world approaches contact 
sports – but at the grassroots 

from attacking the leagues, 
NFL, NHL,” Omalu said. “No, 
no, no. These guys are corpora-
tions. They are there to make 

money. So the focus should be 
on the consumer: the parents. 
Adults are free to play as long 
as they have the ability to give 
consent. But not children. And 
parents should know this.”

According to Dr. Omalu, 

child abuse is the intentional 
exposure of a child to the risk 
of injury. He likens sending a 
youngster out to play tackle 
football or full-contact hock-
ey to handing a kid a pack of 
cigarettes. Before adulthood, 
the brain doesn’t develop suf-

avoid dangerous collisions, 
he believes. He thus champi-
ons sports such as swimming 
instead of anything that risks 
brain damage at a young age.

Does he envision a world 
where contact sports don’t 
exist at all anymore? Yes, but 
he knows that will take time. 
As he points out, the move-
ment to eliminate the abuse 
of animals in circuses began 
50 years ago. It eventually 
brought down the Ringling 
Brothers, but not until this 
year. So we won’t see a funda-
mental shift in how the world 
perceives contact sports over-
night. “Filing charges, pros-
ecuting parents and coaches 
for causing brain damage on a 
child, that’s what would expe-
dite it,” Dr. Omalu said. 

– MATT LARKIN

BATTLE FOR BRAINS
Concussion expert wants to keep kids from contact hockey

 DR. BENNET OMALU & WILL SMITH 
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THREE HILLS, ALTA., native Theunis Wessels 
became a viral sensation in June when a 
spectacular photo surfaced of him mowing 
his lawn with a full-blown tornado raging 
behind him. His explanation, later immortal-

on it.” Sure he was.
-
-

do of social unrest swirling on the other side 
of the fence. The election of a far-right U.S. 
president has injected various hate groups 

-

happening around us, just as Mr. Wessels 
did that tornado, no matter how much we 
loathe blending our sports with our world 

politics” when the two crash into each other. 

separate incidents.
First, the Dallas Stars came forward op-

since defeated but a threat to be tabled again 
in 2019, would require transgender people 

to use public washrooms corresponding to 

-

-
-

-

a Michigan-based group called the ‘Detroit 

-
sible legal action as it pertains to the misuse 
of our logo in this disturbing demonstration.”

-

-

lest it undermine its efforts to promote inclu-

the 2018 draft from Dallas had the bathroom 

-
-

room bill. With the Texas bill dead for now, 

and Wings go to war with hatred and fear in 
-

chise coming forward for a united front rath-

-
-

shameful. These issues transcend the game. 

lovers of the sport or reporters who cover it. 

transgender athlete on a pro sports team. 
Outside social issues entered the sport in 

-

fear not just when it affects our sport, but in 

-
tive instead of reactive. 

The social unrest ravaging America is spilling over into hockey. When it affects 
our game and the world outside it, we can’t turn our backs on it anymore

WE CAN’T ‘STICK TO HOCKEY’ OR ‘STICK TO POLITICS’ 
WHEN THE TWO CRASH INTO EACH OTHER. IT HAPPENED 
TO THE NHL THIS SUMMER IN TWO SEPARATE INCIDENTS 

Braden Holtby is among 
the many NHL players 

who have taken a 
strong stance in the You 

Can Play movement.

STARE DOWN
THE STORM
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OLLYWOOD HASN’T BEEN 
kind to Germans in re-
cent history. The typical 
character from that na-
tion is either cold and 
unfeeling or a vessel 
for accent comedy and 
weird jokes about sau-
sages. And while Leon 
Draisaitl may be an ab-
solute killer on the ice, 
he is no James Bond vil-
lain when he’s chillin’ 
with his buddies on the 
Edmonton Oilers.

Draisaitl’s usual 
crew is made up of Connor McDavid, 
Adam Larsson and Darnell Nurse. That 
this foursome is close is a good sign for 
fans, because they hold a great deal of 
the franchise’s fate in their hands, and 
friends want to win for one another. 
Larsson helped stabilize the D-corps 
that Nurse is working his way up on, 
while Draisaitl and McDavid have 
quickly become one of the deadliest 
1-2 punches in the NHL. Being part of 
this integral group, both on and off the 
ice, is quite the feat for the German kid, 

years ago.
In a country mad for soccer, Draisaitl 

comes from a hockey family. Sure, as a 
kid he played soccer (he likes Bayern 
Munich but also follows the hometown 
side from Cologne) and tennis, but he 
was practically destined for the ice. 
His father, Peter, was a longtime pro in 
Germany. He was a top scorer and even 
played for Germany at the 1992 Olym-
pics. That team took Eric Lindros and 
Canada to a shootout in 

fall in the end. Peter’s 
second attempt drib-
bled through the legs 
of Canadian netminder 
Sean Burke, but cruelly 
wobbled on the goal line 
before harmlessly fall-

-
ther went into coaching 
after his playing days were done, and 
throughout his career, little Leon was 
there, immersing himself in the culture. 
“I was at the rink a lot,” Leon said. “I was 
always a hockey guy, and I loved being 
in the dressing room, or just running 
around with a ball and a stick. He never 
pushed me, but he helped me out a lot 
when I asked.”

Draisaitl dominated his German peers 
early on. As a 14-year-old, he put up 103 
points in 26 games for Mannheim’s un-

“ FOR ME, I LOVE THOSE CHALLENGES – THE 
GETZLAFS AND THOSE GUYS. I WANT TO BE 
ON THE ICE AGAINST THOSE PLAYERS” – Leon Draisaitl

der-16 squad. The following season, he 
upped his production to 192 points in 
29 games on the same team. But it was 

-
opment when he was so far ahead of 
the competition. It’s a problem that has 
bedeviled other phenoms from smaller 
hockey nations, with Slovenia’s Anze 
Kopitar being another classic example.

The goal, the dream, was to one day 
play in the NHL. So to get on that path, 
Draisaitl decided to come to North 

America in search of tougher compe-
tition in major junior. He was coming 
from big-city Cologne, home to more 
than one million people, so Quebec City 
would have been a nice landing place, 
given how it’s often cited as the most 
European city over here. A metropolis 
like Vancouver would have been conve-
nient, too.

But it was small-town Prince Albert 
that wound up being the destination. 
The Raiders, representing about 35,000 

H
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folks in the northern tier of Saskatch-
ewan, needed Draisaitl and took him 
second overall in the 2012 CHL impor-
tant draft (St. Louis’ Ivan Barbashev 

the most of his time in town, helping 

years and being named fan favorite on 
both occasions. The community loved 
him and he was happy to be there.

As it turned out, Draisaitl never left 
Western Canada. The Oilers drafted 

losing a big chunk of his rookie season 
due to injury, Draisaitl’s progress was at 
least one positive for the organization.

Last season, the machine took hold. 

together, with Draisaitl often playing 
on the phenom’s right wing. The sheer 
speed and talent of the pair was a load 

with 100 points, and the Hart. Draisaitl 

77 points, and fell just one shy of hitting 
the 30-goal mark.

Whether the partnership will con-

won’t speculate – that’s for the coaches 
to decide, he maintained. But it is a fun 
debate to have. Together, he and Draisaitl 
are a powerhouse, but Draisaitl has also 
proven already he can create offense 
without No. 97. During Edmonton’s 
second-round series against Anaheim, 

on the Ducks in a crucial 7-1 beatdown 

have a point on any of those scores. For 

both paths. “I don’t have a preference,” 
he said. “That versatility gives us a lot of 
looks down the lineup and that can give 
other teams a problem.”

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
Fans in Edmonton have adopted 
Draisaitl as their own. For his part, 
the young and supremely talented 
German says he’s “really happy” 
with the team and the city and 
wants to stay “as long as possible.”

OILERS’ CORE CREW
Nurse, Draisaitl and McDavid, all 
22 or younger, are pillars on the 
ice and good pals off it. The trio, 
along with Larsson, often hang 
out together, eating and playing 
video games.  

him third overall in 2014 and kept him 
on the roster the next season until after 
New Year’s. He was eventually sent back 
down to junior after his WHL rights 
were traded to the powerhouse Kelow-

team win the league title and make it all 

losing in OT to the Oshawa Generals.
While Edmonton isn’t Cologne, Drai-

saitl already thinks of it as his second 
home. “I’m used to it by now,” he said. 
“At the beginning there was concern for 
sure, coming from a big city. But I like 
it a lot. I’m very comfortable out here.”

Those early Prince Albert days paved 
the way, but now things are kicking into 
overdrive. In 2015-16, his second pro 
season, Draisaitl spent a little bit of time 

-
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From Alabama to New York to Edmonton,  

Talbot took an unlikely path to NHL stardom.  

The one constant has been hard work

By Ryan Kennedy

HONEST 
EFFORT

CAM TALBOT
IN AN ALTERNATE universe, Cam Talbot 
is working for a hedge fund right now. 
That Cam Talbot still tended goal for the 
University of Alabama-Huntsville but 
followed his corporate finance major all 
the way through four years of schooling. 
Instead, a hot finish to his junior season 
with the Chargers drew professional 
interest in the 6-foot-3 native of Cale-
donia, Ont., and he was on his way to 
the NHL. “If I’m going to be completely 
honest, I didn’t think it would ever hap-
pen until a couple weeks left in my third 
year,” Talbot said. “I didn’t even have an 
agent at the time.”

But after helping the underdog 
Chargers put up a brave front against 
top-seeded Miami in the first round 
of the 2010 NCAA Frozen Four, Talbot 
signed with the New York Rangers, and 
his NHL journey began. Now, he’s one of 
the most integral players on a promising 
Edmonton Oilers squad that broke out 

What is certain is that Draisaitl 
doesn’t want to cede all responsibil-
ity to McDavid. He’s willing to take on 
the big boys in the faceoff dot (he’s also 
better at it right now than McDavid). 
Although he worshipped Pavel Datsyuk 
when he was growing up, Draisaitl has 
long been compared to bigger centers 
such as Kopitar, Joe Thornton and Ryan 
Getzlaf – and now he’s staring those 
dudes down. “For me, I love those chal-
lenges – the Getzlafs and those guys,” 

he said. “I want to be on the ice against 
those players.”

On top of that self-imposed pressure, 
Draisaitl will have a new weight on his 
shoulders as he begins a brand-new 
eight-year contract that comes with a 
hefty $8.5 million cap hit. That actually 
makes him the highest-paid player on 
the Oilers, since McDavid’s mammoth 
$12.5 million hit doesn’t kick in until 
2018-19. “To be able to play with Leon 
for the next eight years – he’s a fun guy 

to play with,” McDavid said. 
“To have the pieces we do in 
Edmonton, it’s exciting.”

With $21 million about to 
be tied up in just two players, 
Edmonton’s window to win 
is now. Most of the defense 
corps is already locked up, 
and star goalie Cam Talbot 
is making a reasonable wage 
for the next two seasons. 
Getting to the second round 
last season was huge, and 
not just because the Oilers 
had gone a decade without 
a playoff appearance before 
that. Now, the kids know 
what to expect. “That’s pret-

run together,” Draisaitl said. “You learn 
from it. It’s up and down, especially as 
young guys, you get a little nervous. But 
now we know what it’s like: the fans 
are louder, the rinks are louder…it’s in-
tense.”

Wait until expectations bust through 
the ceiling. Edmonton is no longer the 
lottery team that could never put it to-
gether. The Oilers are for real, and they 
know it.

PATRIOTIC DUTY
Draisaitl has answered his  
country’s call several times, suiting 
up for Germany at the world 
juniors and World Championship.
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“ TO BE ABLE TO PLAY WITH LEON FOR 
THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS – HE’S A FUN 
GUY TO PLAY WITH” – Connor McDavid

last season. “He held us in games night 
in and night out,” said defenseman 
Darnell Nurse. “You can’t put a value on 
what he did for our team last year. And 
he’s one of the hardest workers around.”

Talbot learned from the best. During 
his time in New York, he apprenticed 
under Henrik Lundqvist, and the legend-
ary Rangers starter set a solid example. 
“He’s a great guy to learn from,” Talbot 
said. “His practice habits are second to 
none. If he’s doing a drill and gets scored 
on, then he’s doing that drill again until 
he makes the save.”

But Talbot was no charity case. His 
2013-14 stats were exemplary in relief, 
and his 21 appearances helped im-
mensely when incumbent backup Martin 
Biron retired just two starts into the 
season. One year later, Talbot came to 
the rescue when Lundqvist took a puck 
to the throat, causing ‘The King’ to miss 
24 games.

During that time, the Oilers were still 
a mess, with a bunch of top forward 
prospects but not much else. Talbot was 
acquired via trade at the 2015 draft for 
a couple of picks and, ever since, he’s 
been taking on more starts every year.

Last season, he led the NHL in 
appearances with 73, while tying 
Washington’s Braden Holtby for the lead 
in wins at 42. Talbot showed no signs 
of wear, however, as Edmonton made 
it into the post-season for the first time 
in more than a decade. “I felt great,” he 
said. “That’s what you work your whole 
life towards.”

The key during the 2016-17 regular 
season was honesty. Talbot gives coach 
Todd McLellan and his staff (including 
goalie coach Dustin Schwartz) a lot of 
credit for being great communicators 
and keeping the lines open. Talbot knew 
he could walk into their offices and be 
honest when he was feeling run-down, 

and that went a long way in establishing 
his workload.

This summer, Talbot concentrated 
on his rebound control and tracking 
the puck, as well as his flexibility. With 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and a 
suddenly sturdy defense corps in front of 
him, Talbot has the support to push the 
Oilers far – perhaps even to the very pin-
nacle of the NHL. Last year’s playoff run 
was just the beginning for this group, 
and expectations are high. “More of 
the same,” Talbot said. “We set the bar 
pretty high last year. Nobody believed in 
us except the guys in the room.”

But Talbot certainly has fans. One 
is a former teammate from Alabama–
Huntsville who did not go on to become 
an NHL goaltender but is doing well 
all the same: actor Wyatt Russell. The 
son of Hollywood legends Kurt Russell 
and Goldie Hawn, Wyatt recently ap-
peared in the sequel Goon: Last of the 

Enforcers, and is known for movies like 
22 Jump Street and the TV show Black 
Mirror. But he’s always had time for his 
old Chargers buddy. “When I found out 
he was going to Edmonton, I was so 
excited,” Russell said. “Watching him 
do it, I feel proud to have been around 
when he was younger and to know him 
pretty well. There’s nothing like watch-
ing a friend succeed and excel in that 
environment. It’s more than exciting. 
You’re constantly rooting for them.”

That pride goes both ways. Talbot 
knew he’d see Russell doing somewhere 
big in the future. “You could always tell 
how creative he was,” Talbot said.” Just 
a real down-to-earth kid, and I’m proud 
of him, too.”

He may not be Hollywood royalty and 
he may not be the king of Broadway, 
but if Talbot can help Edmonton win 
the Stanley Cup, he’ll be a legend in his 
own right.A
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Luckily, the key pieces are all on the 
same page. Draisaitl’s crew eat din-
ner together pretty much every  night 
when they’re not at the rink already, 
and they partake in many of the low-key 
pastimes you would expect for hockey 
players that don’t have the siren songs 
of Manhattan or Montreal: they go to 
movies and they play video games like 
FIFA and the NHL series. Draisaitl said 
he’s OK at the games, but it’s the ritual 
that seems to bring them all together.

Nurse has known Draisaitl the lon-
gest, and he has happily opened up his 
palate to bond with his German buddy. 
“I’ve had schnitzel a couple times, just 
because of him,” Nurse said. “We lived 
together for a bit in the summer when 

-
-

times and see how far he has come in 
North America.”

He has come far. Sure, Draisaitl misses 
his friends and family back in Germany. 
Along with his dad, he has an older sis-
ter who works behind the camera on TV 
productions and his mom is in advertis-

ing when she’s not cooking up a mean 

back to his days in Prince Albert, Drai-
saitl has been the sort of kid who makes 
the locals proud to call him an adopted 
son. No doubt the fans in Edmonton are 
happy to have him under contract for as 
long as the collective bargaining agree-
ment will allow, and the feeling is mu-
tual. “I’m really happy,” Draisaitl said. 
“A lot of the guys have said it already, 
but everyone’s excited. I wanted to 
be here as long as possible. We love 
playing for each other.”

The core is coming together. 
Edmonton has weapons up 
front, stability on defense and 
a goaltender who has proven 

he can take on a lot of starts. The 
team is tight and friendships span 
the many different cultures in 
the dressing room. Draisaitl 
loves his homeland, but he’s 
no stock character. Ex-
cept maybe in one way: 
“Of course,” he said, 
“I like schnitzel.” 
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W
HEN BOB STRUMM ran the Las Vegas Thunder, he had to have much more 

Slap Shot Thunderstruck for home games at the 

Stopping pucks wasn’t the 
only thing in Malarchuk’s 

job description. He also had 
to have his fists ready.

Shticks and Sticks
PLAYING IN VEGAS

From circus acts to goofy mascots and contracts with livestock clauses, Strumm never 
looked a gimmick horse in the mouth to sell the game in Sin City  BY SCOTT ZERR
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period looking for a reprieve from the desert heat. 
For coaches, there was the constant fear of players 
partaking in all-night partying and wild outings on 
the town. And, of course, there were the unavoidable 
gambling temptations. Thankfully, Strumm had their 
back. “Guys did go out and gamble on The Strip from 
time to time, and the odd time I would bump into a 
guy who was out after curfew,” Strumm said. “I would 
just say, ‘Hey, I didn’t see you and you didn’t see me, 
and they’d say, ‘OK, Bob.’ ”

Opposing players couldn’t resist, either. Road teams 
often stayed at the Imperial Palace right on The Strip, 
and they’d have to walk through the lobby on their 
way to the arena with slot machines and other gam-
bling sundries calling their names. Strumm recalled 
one guy playing for Ken Hitchcock in Kalamazoo who 
dropped in a coin on a whim and won a $30,000 jack-
pot. “He ran out to the bus to tell ‘Hitch’ he’d be a little 
late for the game because he was waiting to collect his 
money,” Strumm said. “It was more than his whole sal-

“Another time, a guy on our team won $70,000 one 
night playing Pai Gow Poker. He bought a cabin.”

The Thunder weren’t just a novelty act, though. 
-

come director of pro scouting for the Columbus Blue 
-

der led the IHL in points and did it again two years lat-
er. They are the only independent minor-league team 

-
lected right off their roster. And among their alumni 
are former NHL mainstays Curtis Joseph, Petr Nedved, 

Still, none of it was enough to keep the Thunder in 

demise, largely caused by their inability to land a new 
lease agreement at UNLV, actually paved the way for 

-
glers, who joined regional IHL rivals from Utah, San 

RADEK
BONK

-
leans Hotel and Casino Arena.

his tenacious style and willingness to drop the gloves. 
-

perils that sometimes came with playing in Las Vegas. 

right across from the practice rink, so you could jump 

room, so I started to walk back, and there he was lying 
in a chair at the pool with all his clothes on. He got to 
practice and sat on the bench in his gear.”

Like the Thunder before them, however, the team 

out every year) was ultimately done in by the loss of 

Two years later, the Golden Knights are set to car-
ry on the tradition and take Las Vegas hockey to the 
highest level of the sport. Between the Thunder and 

build upon, as well as a crypt full of tales of sin and 
sordidness, many of which remain secret to this day. 

-

laughing. “I can’t kiss and tell.” 

“ THE AMERICAN FANS 
LOVED (FIGHTING)…
THAT WAS ‘STRUMMER,’ 
TOO. THE TOUGH GUYS 
GOT PEOPLE’S BUTTS 
IN AND OUT OF THEIR 
SEATS” – Clint Malarchuk

THE ORIGINAL
HEADLINER
Bonk was the first of three 
players taken directly from 
the IHL’s Thunder in the first 
round of the NHL draft.
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There’s zero doubt the NHL has become a young man’s league.
The 25-and-under crowd has swarmed our rankings, 

and nowhere is that more prominent than Connor usurping Sid 

B Y  P O S I T I O N

TOP 25

RANKINGS BY RYAN KENNEDY
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W
HEN SIDNEY CROSBY 
came into the league, 
he was an immedi-
ate smash. ‘Sid the 

Kid’ lost the Calder Trophy to 
Alex Ovechkin, but he topped 
100 points and gave hope to the 
fans in Pittsburgh. Crosby was a 

game-changer...
except in the fa-
ceoff dot. Crosby 
won only 45.5 
percent of his 

year, so he worked on it. By his 
third season, he was pretty de-

one of the best in the NHL.  
Which brings us to Connor 

McDavid, the young Edmonton 
Oilers captain with the world on 
a string. In his injury-truncated 
rookie campaign, McDavid won 
just 41.2 percent of his draws. 
Last season, as a healthy sopho-
more, he nudged up to 43.2 per-
cent. That’s weak sauce from one 
of the best players in the world, 
but as history has shown, it’s 
to be expected. And McDavid is 
well aware he needs to work on 

said. “But it’s hard to work on fa-
ceoffs in the summer. You can get 

-
viously trying to grow my game 
in all areas, and faceoffs are an 

Perhaps it just comes down to 

it’s not really a cardinal offense 
to take any advantage allowed 
in the faceoff circle – until an 

well known the best drawmen in 
the game know the tricks of the 
trade and McDavid is still young. 
But like the polite and straight-
arrow guy he is, McDavid won’t 
accuse his opponents of dabbling 
in the dark arts to win pucks over 

he said. “Think of all the guys 
around the league that are good 

McDavid takes over No. 1 spot among NHL’s top 25 centers, 
and he’s only getting better  BY RYAN KENNEDY

CONNOR MCDAVID

BEST IN SHOW, 
BEST TO COME

TOP 25
C E N T E R S

CONNOR MCDAVID

The reigning Hart and Art Ross Trophy win-
ner is a favorite for both crowns again – and 
a Conn Smythe isn’t out of the question.

>EDMONTON OILERS1 JOE PAVELSKI

Another guy who can line up at different 
spots, Pavelski kept up his low-key excel-
lence and great faceoff work.

>SAN JOSE SHARKS14

LEON DRAISAITL

Though he also played on McDavid’s right 
wing, Draisaitl did a lot of damage at center 
– and will continue to do so as he matures.

>EDMONTON OILERS13

SIDNEY CROSBY

Second by only a hair. Crosby led the 
Penguins to back-to-back Cups and has the 
complete game to shoot for a third.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS2 ALEKSANDER BARKOV

When he’s healthy, he’s one of the most 
complete weapons around. Hopefully he 
gets into all 82 games this season.

>FLORIDA PANTHERS15

EVGENI MALKIN

He may be the second-best on his team, 
but he’s still a first-ballot Hall of Famer 
thanks to his abilities and trophy case.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS3 EVGENY KUZNETSOV

His combination of tenacity, skill and ruth-
less intelligence would make him the No. 1 
center on most other teams.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS16

AUSTON MATTHEWS

It will be hard to top a 40-goal rookie 
campaign, but Matthews got better as last 
season went on and his ceiling is sky-high.

>TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS4 STEVEN STAMKOS

We want to see ‘Stammer’ climb the ranks 
– all the sniper needs is a clean bill of health 
for the whole campaign in Tampa Bay.

>TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING17

PATRICE BERGERON

One of the best two-way centers of all-time 
still has plenty left in the tank. If the B’s are 
competitive, he’s the driver.

>BOSTON BRUINS5 LOGAN COUTURE

Another two-way gem out of San Jose, 
Couture is getting back on track after that 
gruesome mouth injury in the playoffs.

>SAN JOSE SHARKS18

JONATHAN TOEWS

His Hawks are in a playoff rut, but buddy 
Brandon Saad is back in Chicago. Few play 
a complete game like Toews.

>CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS6 CLAUDE GIROUX

His Flyers are teetering in the East, but with 
some new faces coming in, the captain can 
help lead the team in the right direction.

>PHILADELPHIA FLYERS19

MARK SCHEIFELE

He’s already on the rise, but Scheifele is 
poised for his best NHL season, and he’s got 
the linemates to do it in Winnipeg.

>WINNIPEG JETS7 RYAN JOHANSEN

Became an injured mascot in the Cup final, 
but don’t forget how good Johansen was 
when he was healthy for the Preds.

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS20

NICKLAS BACKSTROM

Proved in the playoffs he is still one of the 
smartest and most dangerous pivots in the 
NHL, even if the Caps fell short again.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS8 SEAN MONAHAN

The pressure will be on him and buddy 
Johnny Gaudreau to hit another level, but 
Monahan has the game to make it happen.

>CALGARY FLAMES21

JOHN TAVARES

His two-way play is underrated. New York’s 
lack of progress hurts, but Jordan Eberle is 
a promising new running mate.

>NEW YORK ISLANDERS9 HENRIK ZETTERBERG

Detroit will struggle, but the Red Wings still 
have a champion in Zetterberg, who has 
shown little let-up as he enters his twilight.

>DETROIT RED WINGS22

TYLER SEGUIN

Missing the playoffs was not acceptable, so 
expect Seguin and buddy Jamie Benn to go 
on a tear in Dallas. The Cup is the goal.

>DALLAS STARS10 JEFF CARTER

Not a lot of Kings got the job done last 
season, but Carter stayed on task. He broke 
30 goals for the first time since 2010-11.

>LOS ANGELES KINGS23

JACK EICHEL

We are about to see just how dominant 
Eichel can be. He’s got the talent and the 
athleticism to really go off in Buffalo.

>BUFFALO SABRES11 MIKAEL BACKLUND

He led the best possession line in hockey, 
with mates Michael Frolik and Matthew 
Tkachuk. Time for some props.

>CALGARY FLAMES24

RYAN GETZLAF

Aren’t veterans suppposed to slow down? 
Not Getzlaf, who was a beast for the Ducks, 
especially in the post-season. 

>ANAHEIM DUCKS12 ANZE KOPITAR

That new contract seems like an anchor. The 
captain is still a great two-way player, but 
he must reverse course from last year.

>LOS ANGELES KINGS25

at it. They do have good tech-
nique, but it’s how strong they 
are. It’s about getting older, get-

Which we all know McDavid 
will get. He played an average of 
21 minutes a game last season, 
beating buddy Leon Draisaitl by 
more than two minutes to lead 
all Oilers forwards. And with 
McDavid’s blinding speed and 
stickhandling ability, he’s going 
to be one of the most dangerous 
players in the NHL once again. 

foray into the playoffs, where he 
and his young crew dispatched 
the veteran San Jose Sharks be-
fore falling with honor in seven 

-
ly get a sense of how important 
it is to go through it once before 

have to get that experience, just 
to understand how big the games 

And while statistics have 
proven that winning faceoffs is 
much less important than what 
happens to the puck once play 
begins in earnest, it is crucial 
in clutch situations – like, say, a 
team protecting a one-goal lead 
late in a playoff game. McDavid 
knows the stakes, but he also 
knows that just getting to the 
playoffs is a challenge, whether 
or not the Oilers now have a tar-
get on their backs as potential 
favorites in the West. “It doesn’t 

“For us, everyone has always 
had the same mindset. Last year, 
we found a little success, but it 
shouldn’t change anything. You 
look at the turnover in playoff 
teams every year, you have to re-

As McDavid continues to 
launch into hockey’s strato-
sphere, look for the Oilers to fol-
low along behind him. Because 
this is only the beginning for the 
superstar center.
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W
ASHINGTON CAPITALS 
GM Brian MacLellan 
was unusually blunt 
when asked to assess 

Alex Ovechkin’s 2016-17 cam-
paign. The three-time league 
MVP “had a down year,” MacLel-
lan told reporters in late May, 
and needed to improve his on-ice 
approach and off-ice training if 
he wanted to maintain his place 
among the NHL’s elite.

It was indeed a forgettable 
season for Ovechkin. In addition 
to being relegated to the third 
line as his Caps were eliminated 

After one of his worst seasons, the Caps may be wondering 
which Ovechkin they’ll see in 2017-18  BY TARIK EL-BASHIR

ALEX OVECHKIN

THE BEGINNING
OF THE END?

by Sidney Crosby and the Pen-
guins in the second round – again 
– Ovechkin’s individual produc-
tion also suffered. Consider:

> Ovechkin scored 33 goals, 
tied for 13th in the league. It 
marked his lowest output in a 
non-lockout season since 2010-
11 and snapped his streak of 
Rocket Richard Trophies at four.

> His 16 even-strength goals 
were the fewest of his career (ex-
cluding the lockout-shortened 
2012-13 season.)

> One of the game’s most pro-

313 shots, his lowest total in a 
non-lockout year since 2011-
12. He failed to record a shot on 
net three times in February. To 
put that into perspective, he has 
logged only nine shot-less per-
formances in 921 career regular 
season games.

As the 2017-18 season nears, 
the elephant in the room for the 
Caps is this: what can they expect 
from their captain and highest-
paid player? MacLellan believes 
“he has the potential” to return 

that potential, though, MacLel-

lan said Ovechkin must address 

to generate more offense 5-on-5 
and use the off-season to boost 
his speed. “The game is getting 

faster, he’s going to have to train 
in a different way, a more speed 
way than a power way,” MacLel-
lan said. “He’s going to have to 
make adjustments to stay (rel-
evant) in the game.” 

The early indication is that 
Ovechkin, who turns 32 on Sept. 
17, took MacLellan’s words 

to heart. A slimmer-looking 
Ovechkin returned to the team’s 
practice facility on Aug. 29 – 
weeks earlier than usual – to 
begin skating and working out 

 GOAL NO. 1: MORE GOALS 
Ovechkin slumped to 33 goals last year 
after three straight seasons of 50-plus. 
Was it an anomaly or his new normal?

HE’S GOING TO HAVE TO 
TRAIN IN A DIFFERENT WAY, 
A MORE SPEED WAY – Capitals GM Brian MacLellan
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with his teammates. Although 
Ovechkin did not immediately 
speak to reporters, teammate 

what others 
suspected: the 
6-foot-3 power 
forward had in-
deed checked in 
lighter than the 

239 pounds the Capitals listed 
him at last winter. “You can see 
he lost some weight,” Kuznetsov 
said. “Every year, you’re trying to 
be better, so you change some-
thing in the summer. He’s like 
other guys. He wants to change 
something.”

Defenseman Dmitry Orlov 
was similarly impressed, add-
ing, “He’s a professional, and he 
worked hard this summer so he 
can prepare for the season, and I 
think he’s going to be good.” 

Whether shedding a few 
pounds translates to more goals 
and assists remains to be seen. 
But it probably won’t hurt. An-
other way Ovechkin can become 
more effective is to make better 
use of his teammates – some-
thing he started to do midway 
through last season. In fact, as 
time and space became increas-

-
layed his underrated passing 
skills into 36 assists, his highest 
total in six seasons. That needs 
to continue.

Ovechkin also must get to the 
net more often. He made a con-
certed effort to crash the crease 
in search of tip-in opportunities 

and rebounds in the opening 
weeks of last season. He even 
worked on redirecting point 
shots in practice on a few occa-
sions. Although his efforts yield-
ed some early returns, he didn’t 
do it consistently enough. That 
must change.

As Ovechkin prepares for his 
-

ing Father Time and facing the 
challenge of making adjustments 
to his game. Can he overcome 
the former while embracing the 
latter? The Capitals’ trajectory 
for this season and beyond de-
pends on it.

TOP 25
L E F T  W I N G E R S

JOHNNY GAUDREAU

He took a lot of abuse last year, but expect 
a big-time bounce-back season with a 
deeper Flames team behind him.

>CALGARY FLAMES1 MIKE HOFFMAN

The late bloomer has been very consistent 
in the NHL and is now one of Ottawa’s most 
dangerous offensive threats.

>OTTAWA SENATORS14

MATTHEW TKACHUK

Already piling up enemies in the NHL, the 
rookie was a possession monster with nice 
numbers and plenty of sandpaper.

>CALGARY FLAMES13

JAMIE BENN

The power forward captain must lead by 
example as the Stars attempt to put last 
year’s disaster behind them.

>DALLAS STARS2 BRANDON SAAD

Is the return of the talented power forward 
the cure for what ails Chicago? At least 
captain Jonathan Toews will be happy.

>CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS15

BRAD MARCHAND

He has gone from super pest to just plain 
super. Marchand is an elite two-way talent, 
but OK, he is still hell to play against.

>BOSTON BRUINS3 SEBASTIAN AHO

The rise has been meteoric for the quiet 
Finn, who brings skill and a two-way game 
to an emerging Carolina squad.

>CAROLINA HURRICANES16

ALEX OVECHKIN

His 33 goals were a far cry from his usual 
range of 50, but ‘Ovie’ still has power to his 
game. Now about the playoffs…

4 RICKARD RAKELL

Versatile forward broke the 30-goal mark 
for the first time, while notching 10 game-
winners in the process.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS17

MAX PACIORETTY

The captain has his work cut out for him, 
but with his combination of sniping ability 
and fearlessness, he’ll do his part.

>MONTREAL CANADIENS5 JONATHAN HUBERDEAU

Last year was an injury write-off, but 
Huberdeau’s combination of hands and 
creativity make him one to watch in Florida.

>FLORIDA PANTHERS18

ARTEMI PANARIN

Transferring from Chicago represents a 
challenge for ‘The Bread Man,’ but he’s a 
proven offensive weapon.

>COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS6 TAYLOR HALL

The gutsy speedster has seen some dark 
times, but at least the Devils brought in 
some weapons for him this summer.

>NEW JERSEY DEVILS19

ONDREJ PALAT

Tremendously smart 200-foot player will 
benefit from teammates getting healthy. 
He’ll be key to a Cup run.

>TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING7 ANDERS LEE

Very quietly put up 34 goals last year, rank-
ing him fourth among all left wingers. The 
big kid knows how to cycle.

>NEW YORK ISLANDERS20

JAMES VAN RIEMSDYK

The big veteran is a fantastic net-front pres-
ence, and his experience has been great for 
the growing young Buds.

>TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS8 CHRIS KREIDER

The powerfully built engine will have to use 
his size and speed to get New York back in 
the contender hunt this year.

>NEW YORK RANGERS21

JEFF SKINNER

He’s always been a great skater and a nifty 
sniper, but as the team around him gets 
better, Skinner will get more of his due.

>CAROLINA HURRICANES9 JAKE GUENTZEL

Can’t do much better in your first season. 
Guentzel brought instant goal scoring from 
the minors en route to a Cup ring.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS22

NINO NIEDERREITER

‘El Nino’ broke out in a major way and now 
he can be counted on as a top producer 
that still brings a physical presence.

>MINNESOTA WILD10 JADEN SCHWARTZ

Versatile and detail-oriented, Schwartz is a 
quick guy who makes plays at high speeds 
on a balanced Blues attack.

>ST. LOUIS BLUES23

NIKOLAJ EHLERS

His production was overshadowed by Patrik 
Laine, but make no mistake – the fast and 
talented Ehlers was getting his points.

>WINNIPEG JETS11 EVANDER KANE

His off-ice antics might doom him, but as 
a classic power forward who can score, hit 
and fight, Kane is very valuable.

>BUFFALO SABRES24

FILIP FORSBERG

The run to the final helped put in perspec-
tive just how good Forsberg has become. 
Great combo of size and skill.

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS12 NICK FOLIGNO

The physical captain of Columbus bounced 
back after a down year, and wouldn’t you 
know it? So did the Jackets.

>COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS25

 READY, AIM, FIRE 
He’s been held without a shot just nine 
times in his 921-game career, but three 
of those times came last February.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS
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I
T’S AUGUST 2016, and Winni-
peg Jets fans, with numbers 
creeping into the thousands, 

Portage and Main intersection. 
-

best 2015-16 season, is on hand 

The Jets’ jumbo power forward has truly emerged  
as one of league’s most lethal wingers  BY JARED CLINTON

BLAKE WHEELER

BIG WHEEL
KEEP ON TURNING

to showcase the new duds. When 

-

choice, the right choice, for the 

For those who have paid at-
tention – and it seems more and 

-
mitment is evident. His game has 

-

-
-

-

-

Growing into his 6-foot-5 

transform into a premier power 

of his game to the uninitiated. 

-
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Wheeler credits his breakout 
to more than on-ice attributes, 
however. He’s grown as a per-
son, matured, while in Win-

nipeg. Beyond 
taking on more 
responsibi l i ty 
in the commu-
nity, including 
work with the 

True North Foundation and the 
Children’s Hospital, Wheeler has 
been provided additional fuel for 

growing family. He’s now a father 
of three. His NHL emergence oc-
curred around the same time his 

start having to take care of your 
kids, and it kind of kicks you in 
the butt a little bit,” Wheeler 

And with Winnipeg consid-
ered one of the league’s most 
promising young teams, Wheel-
er’s focus has turned squarely 
to the post-season. His desire to 
win is palpable and he under-
stands that the Jets’ window, 
with their fresh-faced stars on 
entry-level deals and prime-aged 
talents coming to the conclusion 
of their second contracts, is as 

years, when Wheeler’s contract 
is up, the salary cap will surely 
necessitate changes to a deep 
and talented roster, putting pres-
sure on the Jets to turn their 
present-day potential into pros-

needs to be all in on this year. We 

an identity that we don’t just go 
two or three games doing well 
and winning games. We need to 
sustain it over the course of an 
82-game season so that come 
April and May, we’re a team to be 
reckoned with.”

TOP 25
R I G H T  W I N G E R S

PATRICK KANE

His combination of speed, hands and 
creativity make him deadly, and he’s had 
some of his best years recently. 

>CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS1 MATS ZUCCARELLO

Diminutive and dynamic, Zuccarello has 
been one of New York’s most consistent 
and talented scorers in recent years.

>NEW YORK RANGERS14

VIKTOR ARVIDSSON

Amazing that the smallest guy on Nash-
ville’s top line does all the dirty work, but 
Arvidsson is equally skilled and tenacious.

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS13

NIKITA KUCHEROV

An absolute shark in the offensive zone, 
Kucherov has become Tampa’s most 
devastating threat thanks to his shot.

>TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING2 WAYNE SIMMONDS

Few players dominate the front of the net 
like Simmonds does, and because of that, 
he is lethal on the power play.

>PHILADELPHIA FLYERS15

VLADIMIR TARASENKO

Not only has the sturdily built Russian been 
one of the top snipers in the NHL, but now 
he’ll take on a mentorship role in St. Louis.

>ST. LOUIS BLUES3 WILLIAM NYLANDER

His smarts make him a constant threat in 
the offensive end, but they also help his 
underrated defensive abilities.

>TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS16

PATRIK LAINE

Can Laine win the Rocket Richard as a 
sophomore? With his powerful shot and big 
frame, don’t bet against him.

>WINNIPEG JETS4 MITCH MARNER

So quick, so creative, so fun to watch when 
he has the puck. As a rookie in Toronto, he 
elevated his veteran linemates.

>TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS17

BLAKE WHEELER

The captain of the Jets may not get a lot 
of headlines, but his two-way game and 
offensive numbers prove his worth.

5 ALEXANDER RADULOV

OK, OK – apparently he did have gas left in 
the tank. Radulov brought power, skill and 
leadership to Habs. Now he’s in Dallas.

>DALLAS STARS18

DAVID PASTRNAK

He will be one of the most important 
players in Boston for the foreseeable future 
thanks to his scoring and possession game.

>BOSTON BRUINS6 COREY PERRY

He’s not the Hart Trophy winner he once 
was, but Perry is still nasty to play against, 
and that leads to goals.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS19

MIKAEL GRANLUND

Had the breakout season we wondered 
about, and now it’s full-steam ahead for the 
gifted young playmaker.

>MINNESOTA WILD7 BOBBY RYAN

Regular season was a bit of a nightmare, 
but the powerful sniper redeemed himself 
with a hot playoff run in Ottawa.

>OTTAWA SENATORS20

MARK STONE

It’s almost sneaky how good Stone’s two-
way game is – but maybe that’s because 
we concentrate on his scoring chops.

>OTTAWA SENATORS8 KYLE OKPOSO

With scary health crisis behind him, Okposo 
can get back to what he does best: using 
his hands and frame to produce.

>BUFFALO SABRES21

T.J. OSHIE

The price is re-signing him was high, but 
the Caps know what they have in Oshie: a 
two-way offensive driver.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS9 CHARLIE COYLE

Power forward has ascended to Minnesota’s 
top line, where his size and skill have turned 
him into a major threat on the squad.

>MINNESOTA WILD22

PHIL KESSEL

His wrist shot is still one of the most potent 
weapons in the NHL, and the lovable 
character now has two straight Cups.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS10 JORDAN EBERLE

The talented scorer had a down year in 
Edmonton, but now he’s getting a chance 
to reunite with buddy John Tavares.

>NEW YORK ISLANDERS23

JONATHAN DROUIN

Expectations are sky-high for the home-
town kid, but Drouin has the hands and the 
vision to do damage in Montreal.

>MONTREAL CANADIENS11 JAKUB VORACEK

The Flyers need their vets to lead, and if 
Voracek can rebound to old form, his size 
and playmaking will go a long way.

>PHILADELPHIA FLYERS24

CAM ATKINSON

Has increased his goal totals every year of 
his career, and the 5-foot-8 dynamo can 
even kill you shorthanded.

>COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS12 JAKOB SILFVERBERG

The sniping Swede does a bit of everything 
for the Ducks, including a good dose of 
offense and penalty killing.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS25

he moves for a player of his 

has always been predicated on 
speed and the ability to skate,” 

being a bigger body, it gives 
me advantages in some areas. 

scoring areas. From there, it’s 
just a matter of getting comfort-
able making those plays, seeing 
the play when it comes up and 
knowing when it’s the right time 
to make the play.”

 DRIVING FORCE 
Wheeler blends size and speed to 
generate scoring chances in Winnipeg, 
where the Jets are waiting to take off.

I’M ALL IN ON THIS YEAR. 
I THINK OUR GROUP NEEDS TO 
BE ALL IN ON THIS YEAR – Blake Wheeler

>WINNIPEG JETS
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own histories of victories and 
defeats. Now back in New York, 
where he was born and raised, 
the 28-year-old star defense-
man has perhaps his biggest 
challenge: helping the Rangers, 
the team he adored as a young-
ster, win a championship. “I en-
visioned myself being a Ranger 
from the moment I stepped on 
the ice as a kid,” said the native of 
New Rochelle, N.Y., who was the 
top prize in the summer’s free 
agenct market and signed a four-
year, $26.6-million contract that 
he proposed. “The comfort factor 

was huge. May-
be money was 
left on the table, 
but when you 
have an oppor-

lifelong dream that might come 
once in my career, this was my 
chance. They’re in the business 
to win every year.”

That’s true, at least to a point. 
The Blueshirts have been a post-
season staple in recent seasons, 
but they’ve repeatedly fallen 
short of raising the Stanley Cup. 
One nagging issue has been 
the lack of a premier offensive 
blueliner and power play quar-
terback. The Madison Square 
Garden faithful haven’t watched 
one since Brian Leetch, who 
holds virtually every franchise 
scoring record for a defenseman 
and a Conn Smythe Trophy for 
his playoff performance in 1994, 
when the Rangers last sipped 
from the chalice.

Leetch, who was traded to To-
ronto in March 2004, was idol-
ized by Shattenkirk, who that 
year was an impressive freshman 
at Brunswick, a private college-
prep high school in Greenwich, 
Conn. “He controlled the play, 
moved well, he competed, and 
he was so smart for that age and 
that level,” said former Rangers 
captain Dave Maloney, who was 
an assistant coach at Brunswick. 
“It’s too easy to say now, but he 
could play.” 

Maloney recalled that his 
brother, Don, then an assistant 
GM for the Rangers, came to a 
practice, and agreed “that the kid 
had that something, the intan-
gibles. He was special.”

Maloney also remembered 
talking to Shattenkirk several 

M
AKE NO MISTAKE, Kevin 
Shattenkirk’s home-
coming isn’t the stuff 
of Greek mythology. 

On Shattenkirk’s NHL odyssey, 
there were no sea monsters in 
St. Louis, no Cyclops in Colo-
rado, no dangerous sirens in 
Washington. Just battle-tested 
players and coaches with their 

The chance to play for his hometown Rangers 
was too tempting for Shattenkirk  BY STEVE ZIPAY

KEVIN SHATTENKIRK

NEW YORK
STATE OF MIND



SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18    THE HOCKEY NEWS  |  33

G
R

E
G

O
R

Y
 S

H
A

M
U

S
/G

E
TT

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

TOP 25
D E F E N S E M E N

ERIK KARLSSON

He is revolutionizing the position right 
before our eyes. Yes, he’s that good, and 
yes, he deserves more Norris trophies.

>OTTAWA SENATORS1 MARK GIORDANO

Partnering with Hamilton, Giordano is 
another possession monster who can 
contribute at both ends.

>CALGARY FLAMES14

KRIS LETANG

When he’s healthy, Letang is one of the 
best mobile defensemen around. And we all 
hope he’s finally healthy this year.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS13

VICTOR HEDMAN

The tower of power is criminally underrat-
ed, but with healthy teammates, Hedman’s 
point totals will grab him headlines.

>TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING2 HAMPUS LINDHOLM

He goes about his work quietly but with 
devastating effectiveness. Lindholm crushes 
minutes and possession metrics.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS15

BRENT BURNS

Everybody loves Brent Burns. Except goal-
ies, because he has a blistering shot. But 
they probably love him anyway.

>SAN JOSE SHARKS3 OLIVER EKMAN-LARSSON

He hasn’t had much help lately, but OEL is 
a great puck-mover who takes on a ton of 
responsibility in Arizona.

>ARIZONA COYOTES16

RYAN SUTER

Suter never met a minute he couldn’t 
munch, and his durability and skating make 
him the perfect stabilizing, veteran D-man.

>MINNESOTA WILD4 SETH JONES

With size, smarts and mobility, Jones has 
everything you want in a top D-man, plus a 
rising partner in Zach Werenski.

>COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS17

P.K. SUBBAN

If you thought Pernell Karl was only of-
fense, the Stanley Cup final run proved he 
could be a shutdown master, too.

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS5 JUSTIN FAULK

The leader of the fastest-rising crop of 
blueliners in the NHL, Faulk is a great skater 
and producer for the Hurricanes.

>CAROLINA HURRICANES18

DREW DOUGHTY

His team has been down lately, but ‘Dewey’ 
is still a mobile, physical force who can do a 
bit of everything out there.

>LOS ANGELES KINGS6 DUSTIN BYFUGLIEN

‘Big Buff’ still brings one of the most unique 
sets of skills to the table. Fear his big shot 
as much you fear running into him mid-ice.

>WINNIPEG JETS19

DUNCAN KEITH

With the Hawks losing some key pieces, 
Keith will be needed even more this year. 
He’s got the smarts to do it.

>CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS7 JOHN CARLSON

With the Capitals losing a bunch of guys, 
Carlson becomes even more important. He 
plays both ways and skates well.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS20

KEVIN SHATTENKIRK

Mobile and offensively dangerous, it will 
be very interesting to see how he and Ryan 
McDonagh can elevate each other.

8 CAM FOWLER

Can we put the debate to rest now? Fowler 
is a great blueliner. His puck-moving abili-
ties were just a little ahead of the times.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS21

RYAN MCDONAGH

Look for the Rangers captain to be reborn 
with his new partner Shattenkirk. And hey, 
McDonagh was already very solid.

>NEW YORK RANGERS9 ALEX PIETRANGELO

Now one of the key veterans on the Blues, 
Pietrangelo blends size and a two-way 
game, plus he has a nice point shot.

>ST. LOUIS BLUES22

DOUGIE HAMILTON

On a Calgary back end that is even better 
than before, Hamilton will be a key driver of 
possession on the top pairing.

>CALGARY FLAMES10 OSCAR KLEFBOM

We finally got to see the full, healthy 
Klefbom last season, and it was very good. 
He’s a two-way star and still rising.

>EDMONTON OILERS23

MARC-EDOUARD VLASIC

The best shutdown defenseman in the 
league just got a big new contract and 
long-term security in San Jose.

>SAN JOSE SHARKS11 SHEA WEBER

The big slapshot and the bruising body still 
make him a threat. And the Habs will really 
need Weber this season.

>MONTREAL CANADIENS24

ROMAN JOSI

Underrated no more, Josi is another key 
part of that vaunted Nashville ‘D.’ His 
smoothness is a thing of beauty.

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS12 JACCOB SLAVIN

He’s an elite shutdown player who drives 
possession. If Slavin played in a bigger 
market, he’d already be a star.

>CAROLINA HURRICANES25

 CHEQUE, PLEASE 
Shattenkirk accepted less money and 
shorter term to join the Rangers, the 
team he grew up cheering for.

years later when he was with 
was with the Avalanche. “He told 
the story about how I had lit into 
him about competing,” said Ma-
loney with a laugh. “That’s what 
he remembered. He had the puck 
so much that he always had to be 
reminded that he had to defend. 
But boy, he was a tremendous 
kid. He liked to have his fun, but 
he respected his mentors and 
coaches.”

For the suburban youngster 
who watched the Rangers prac-
tice at the old Playland rink in 
Rye, N.Y., and cheered at the 
Garden, it’s now his turn. Slated 

to pair up with captain Ryan Mc-
Donagh, Shattenkirk should have 
a ripple effect on the team’s play, 

-
fensive game. His puck-moving 

Vigneault’s quick north-south 
attack and provides a needed 
weapon on the man advantage, 
which last season suffered dry 
spells of 1-for-40, 2-for-32 and 
3-for-30 and was disappointing 
in the playoffs against Ottawa 
(3-for-39, including 1-for-20 on 
the road).

In 289 games from 2013-14 
through last season, Shatten-
kirk leads all NHL defensemen 
in power play points per game 
at 0.36. Ottawa’s Erik Karlsson 
is second at 0.35 in 323 games. 
During that stretch, Shattenkirk 
had 25 goals and 104 points on 
the power play, including 27 
power play points last season. 

And, in the past three seasons, 
only six defensemen have av-
eraged more points per game: 
Karlsson, Brent Burns, Kris Le-
tang, Victor Hedman, Roman Josi 
and P.K. Subban. “We tried to stay 

year deals,” said Rangers GM Jeff 
Gorton. “He wanted to come here 
although that (longer-term deal) 
was there for him somewhere 
else. That sent a pretty strong 
message to us.”

Message received. Time for 
another step in the journey.

THIS WAS MY CHANCE. 
THEY’RE IN THE BUSINESS  
TO WIN EVERY YEAR – Kevin Shattenkirk

>NEW YORK RANGERS
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HERE’S A STOICISM about 
Matt Murray that hangs 
on him like the towel he 
likes to drape around his 

neck for post-game interviews. 
It’s not that he never smiles or 
refuses to engage in talk about 
strategy and technique. It’s just 

that Murray lives 
an age-old ap-
proach to play-
ing pro sports.

It’s the one 
that preaches 

level-headedness and tunnel 
vision when it comes to assess-
ing what is important. So even 
with the table seemingly set for 
the lanky young goaltender to 
continue his meteoric rise by 
helping the Pittsburgh Penguins 
make a run at a third consecutive 
Stanley Cup in 2017-18, Murray 
stays cool.

The starting job in Pittsburgh 

is unequivocally his. Former 
franchise goalie Marc-Andre 
Fleury is now with the expan-
sion Vegas Golden Knights. Mur-
ray and Fleury were close, and 
Murray many times has outlined 
Fleury’s incredible support, help 
and friendship, even as Murray 
was slowly pushing Fleury out. 
Yet Murray is not sentimental. 
“Obviously, ‘Flower’ is going to 
be missed,” he said. “That’s no 
secret, and everybody will tell 
you that. At this point, it’s not 
something I think about a whole 
lot. It doesn’t have an impact on 
my game anymore.”

Murray’s game stands to be 
-

ry to Fleury just before the 2016 

Calm, cool and collecting Cups: Pittsburgh’s crease  
fully belongs to Murray now  BY SHELLY ANDERSON

MATT MURRAY

ROCK-STEADY   
PUCKSTOPPER

playoffs led to Murray’s eleva-
tion. Last season, after winning 
32 of 47 starts in the regular 
season, Murray was the one out 
with an injury to start the post-
season, but he came back strong 
to go 7-3 with three shutouts and 
collect his second Cup while, un-
der NHL rules, still a rookie.

Murray, 23, has a familiar face 
to look to for guidance this sea-
son. Mike Buckley, formerly the 
organization’s goaltending de-
velopment coach and the closest 
thing Murray has had to a per-
sonal coach, was promoted to 
the club’s full-time goalie coach 
at the NHL level.

As he has done the past sev-
eral summers, Murray attended 
workouts in Boston with Buck-
ley for 10 days in August. If there 
is any aspect of his game that 
Murray was working on, he’s not 
tipping his glove hand. “Nothing 

different,” he said. “Nothing re-
ally changes, to be honest. Just a 
bit of a tune-up.”

That glove hand is one of two 
targets that have drawn some 
murmurs of concern from ob-
servers. The other is Murray’s 
ability to avoid injuries.

Murray repeatedly dismissed 
questions about opposing 
shooters challenging him glove-
side during the stretch run and 
playoffs last season. As for get-
ting hurt, that’s the only area he 
recognizes as something spe-

time over the past couple of 
years with a broken thumb, a 
torn hamstring, a concussion, 
and groin and hip injuries. 

I’M READY FOR  
ANYTHING. I’D BE READY  
TO PLAY 70 GAMES – Matt Murray
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ray fresh for another long playoff 
run, but it would mean nearly 
splitting time during the season. 
Murray reacted to the news in his 
typical fashion. “It’s not some-
thing I think a whole lot about,” 
he said. “I’m ready for anything. 
I’d be ready to play 70 games, I’d 
be ready to play 50 games. What-
ever it may be. That’s out of my 
control, and that’s not something 
I tend to waste my energy think-
ing about.”

TOP 25
G O A L I E S

CAREY PRICE

The most initimidating and adulated goalie 
in the world will have to be extra special 
due to the Habs’ ‘D’ problems this year.

>MONTREAL CANADIENS1 HENRIK LUNDQVIST

He looked done for most of the season, but 
perked up a bit in the playoffs and espe-
cially in winning world gold for Sweden.

>NEW YORK RANGERS14

MARTIN JONES

The Sharks have entrusted him with their 
present and future, and Jones has been 
steady for them as a reward.

>SAN JOSE SHARKS13

SERGEI BOBROVSKY

The Vezina Trophy winner has found the 
secret to success when it comes to condi-
tioning, and that’s bad for shooters.

>COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS2 FREDERIK ANDERSEN

After a pre-season injury led to a slow start, 
Andersen came on strong for the Leafs, 
who needed a solid last line of defense.

>TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS15

BRADEN HOLTBY

The ‘Holtbeast’ is a big reason why the Caps 
have been dominant in the regular season, 
but they seriously need to do more.

>WASHINGTON CAPITALS3 COREY CRAWFORD

He’s a money goalie with a couple titles 
under his belt, but can Crawford be the 
difference on a team with holes?

>CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS16

MATT MURRAY

At this point, Murray must assume that 
every NHL season ends with him getting to 
hoist the Stanley Cup.

4 CORY SCHNEIDER

The longer the Devils are bad, the harder 
it will be to guage whether Schneider is 
declining or just overwhelmed.

>NEW JERSEY DEVILS17

DEVAN DUBNYK

Nearly unbeatable for more than a month 
early on, the 6-foot-6 tower came down to 
earth a bit – but he was still great last year.

>MINNESOTA WILD5 MARC-ANDRE FLEURY

His job will be huge in Vegas, but Fleury has 
the talent and the demeanor to hold the 
Golden Knights in on most nights.

>VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS18

CAM TALBOT

For a team that relies on offensive excel-
lence, the Oilers sure don’t skimp in the 
goaltending department anymore.

>EDMONTON OILERS6 TUUKKA RASK

The save percentage has gone down in 
recent years, but the Bruins have also got-
ten weaker in front of him.

>BOSTON BRUINS19

JOHN GIBSON

He’s still young, but Gibson has a ton of 
experience. If the Ducks want another Cup, 
he’ll have to tighten up in the playoffs.

>ANAHEIM DUCKS7 MIKE SMITH

Big and athletic, Smith needs a reset from 
his last days in Arizona. Fortunately, Calgary 
has a knockout defense in front of him.

>CALGARY FLAMES20

ANDREI VASILEVSKIY

This will be Vasileveskiy’s first full season 
without Ben Bishop in town, and that could 
go one of two very different ways.

>TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING8 SCOTT DARLING

Darling was a key acquisition for the Canes, 
who have been held back by goaltending. 
He’s big, but is he a full-time starter?

>CAROLINA HURRICANES21

CRAIG ANDERSON

Anderson had a powerful, emotional 2016-
17 with the Sens, though historically he has 
gone good year-bad year in his career.

>OTTAWA SENATORS9 PEKKA RINNE

There was playoff magic in the veteran, but 
almost always at home. How much longer 
before the Juuse Saros era begins?

>NASHVILLE PREDATORS22

JONATHAN QUICK

Ravaged by injury once again last year, 
Quick may still be one of the best – but 
we’ll have to wait and see.

>LOS ANGELES KINGS10 JAMES REIMER

Working with fellow veteran Roberto 
Luongo, Reimer is a solid and stable net-
minder who comes to work with a smile.

>FLORIDA PANTHERS23

BEN BISHOP

It was an off year for Bishop, but the big, 
athletic netminder is getting a new start 
with high expectations in Dallas.

>DALLAS STARS11 THOMAS GREISS

Proved to be the best of three options in 
Brooklyn last year, but what are his long-
term prospects as a starter?

>NEW YORK ISLANDERS24

JAKE ALLEN

Went through a crisis of confidence in the 
middle of the season but found his game 
and now he’s back on track.

>ST. LOUIS BLUES12 ROBIN LEHNER

On a bad Buffalo team, Lehner’s stats were 
actually pretty good. This will be a big 
“prove it” year for his starter credentials.

>BUFFALO SABRES25

“Sometimes it’s just bad luck, 
you get hit in the head or some-
thing like that,” he said. “That’s 
hard to avoid sometimes. But 

down on some things. I’ve been 
paying more attention to stuff 
like that, doing a lot of chiro-
practic work and working on 
strengthening all the muscles, 
mostly in my legs.”

The Penguins apparently 
aren’t taking any chances. Upon 
signing veteran Antti Niemi to be 
Murray’s backup, GM Jim Ruth-
erford raised some eyebrows by 
saying Niemi “should be able to 
play between 30 and 40 games 
for us.” The idea is to keep Mur-

 EYES ON THE PRIZE 
Murray doesn’t sweat the small stuff, 
focusing instead on bigger business, 
like winning yet another NHL title.

>PITTSBURGH PENGUINS
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BY MATT LARKIN

He’s a father of four and leader of 22, with an aging body that’s 
slowly catching up to his bald head and old soul. But Getzlaf is 

resilient, adaptive and determined to lead his Ducks to glory on the 
ice, driven by his responsibility to provide for his family at home



X
X

X
X

X

SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18    THE HOCKEY NEWS  |  37

Y THE FALL of 2011, Ryan Getzlaf had 
accomplished what 99.99 percent 
of 26-year-olds hadn’t. He was a 
top-10 player in the world with a 
Stanley Cup and an Olympic gold 
medal to his name. Yet life was 
overwhelming him. The previous 
year, he’d earned the Anaheim 
Ducks captaincy. He’d married 
Paige, his longtime girlfriend, and 

baby boy Ryder. And like pretty 
much every new parent, Getzlaf 
struggled to juggle everything. He 
hardly screamed for sympathy as 
a millionaire living a blessed ex-

istence, but parenthood is the great equalizer. A 
pro athlete and a grocery store cashier step into 
the same shoes every time they change a diaper. 

Sleep was a rare treat for Getzlaf that season. 
He dragged his feet to work, except work wasn’t 
sitting at a cubicle. He was doing something far 
more exciting and privileged than most people 
get to do, but he also couldn’t put his head down 
and coast through the day on emails and heaping 
cups of coffee. He was competing in the greatest 
hockey league on Earth as an elite player expect-
ed to make a dominant impact on the ice every 

He was racked with guilt every time he left Paige 
and Ryder. He hated the idea of missing crucial 
moments in Year 1 of being a dad. He lugged 
that internal turmoil to the rink. He couldn’t tap 
into his typically high levels of intensity, and it 
showed on the ice. He endured the worst season 
of his career, scoring just 11 goals and 57 points 
in 82 games, and his Ducks missed the playoffs. 

Hey, he was human, and he was a rookie par-
ent. Who wouldn’t endure a learning curve? But 
that was the old Getzlaf. 

B
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It’s a different story these days when Getzlaf, 32, 
rolls out of bed in the morning. He greets four chil-
dren, with Gavin, Willa and Mac joining Ryder. The 

Paige chauffeuring the little ones around Southern 
California, usually to whatever sporting events they 

and days he has to his kids. And when it’s time to 
put his skates back on, the anxiety is gone. “Accept-
ing roles is the biggest thing me and my wife had to 
learn,” he said. “When she’s feeling good at home, 
when she’s taking care of things at home, it allows 
me to go to the rink knowing what my role is, and 
that’s just to provide for my family. You shouldn’t feel 
guilty. It’s part of the honor of being a dad and bal-
ancing it all, because I’ve got to be there for them.” 

And everything Getzlaf has done on the ice the 
past few seasons suggests he really has calmed the 
storm between his ears. He was the Hart Trophy 

runner-up in 2013-14. He’s ranked top 10 in the NHL 
in assists four straight times. He captained the Ducks 

years. He embraces fatherhood instead of letting it 
defeat him. He was determined for it to coexist with 

peace and solace with his family and his kids and 
did that a very young age,” said Ducks coach Randy 

Carlyle, now coaching Getzlaf for a second stint and 
ninth season. “He’s got four children. That’s where he 
found his peace. Younger guys in his age group had 
different agendas in life, and he was dead set on rais-
ing a family. He wanted to become a family man. It 
was a sign of maturity. That was what he deemed was 
most important in life.”

Now, Getzlaf’s head is on straight, and so is his 
game. He’s one of hockey’s most complete and well-
rounded centers. Not that he’s steamrolling through 
the league on youthful, springy energy and speed the 
way Connor McDavid is, of course. Getzlaf’s mind is 
more mature than ever but, unfortunately, so is his 
body. Everything hurts a little more than it used to 
every morning. He said, with a laugh, that it’s actually 

BIG FAMILY 
MAN
When Getzlaf is 
away from the 
rink, he and wife, 
Paige, keep busy 
taking care of 
their four young 
children. Finding 
a work-life 
balance was 
initially a 
challenge for the 
Ducks captain.

 MY GAME DOESN’T ADAPT WELL TO THE OLDER AGE. 
 I TRY TO PLAY HARD, BLOCK SHOTS, DO ALL THOSE
 KINDS OF THINGS. THERE ARE A LOT MORE ACHES  – Ryan Getzlaf
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been that way since his late 20s. “My game doesn’t 
adapt well to the older age,” he said. “I try to play 
hard, block shots, do all those kinds of things. There 
are a lot more aches. I get a lot less sleep now.”

learns how to navigate his busy life, the 6-foot-4, 
221-pound body starts to deteriorate. To slow the 
decline, he’s overhauled his in-season preparation 
and his off-season training over the past three years. 
He changed what he does before and between games. 
He does a lot less heavy lifting now. Instead of trying 
to build big muscle mass, he focuses on staying agile, 
making sure his muscles are healthy and his core is 

a big adjustment for a pure athlete, a two-handicap 
golfer who represented Team Saskatchewan in na-
tional youth baseball as a catcher and was a power-
ful running back before giving up football when high 
school arrived. If you’re a Canadian Football League 
fan, you’ll recognize the name Chris Getzlaf, an Ed-
monton Eskimos wide receiver who spent most of 
his career starring for his hometown Saskatchewan 
Roughriders. That’s Ryan’s brother. Sports are baked 
into the family’s genes. 

by on guile far more than he used to. That was appar-

READY TO 
WIN NOW
With top-end 
talent at every 
position, 
Anaheim’s 
championship 
window is wide 
open. But the 
32-year-old 
Getzlaf knows 
that he only  
has so many 
chances left. 

30-something center Ryan Kesler went head-to-head 
with the world’s best player and came out on top. Mc-

do. A player my age and my speed, that’s our role, to 
make sure you identify where he’s going to be before 
he’s going to be there, which is a split-second decision 
when it comes to a guy with that kind of speed. Limit-
ing his time and space is always the biggest thing with 
those guys when they’ve got the puck on their stick 
and they’ve got room. They can do a lot of damage. 
That was our mentality in the playoffs.”

Wily, yes, but it’s not like Getzlaf is pushing 40. He 
-

ney Crosby, Patrick Kane, Nicklas Backstrom, Jamie 

hockey of his career last winter, discovering stellar 
chemistry with wingers Rickard Rakell and Patrick 

-
ness of foot, there’s nothing wrong with his passing. 
His pillowy feeds rival those of this generation’s very 
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 I NEVER FOUND ANYTHING GOOD CAME OUT OF GIVING 
GENERIC ANSWERS NOBODY WANTS TO HEAR  – Ryan Getzlaf

FORCE OF 
NATURE
Few, if any, 
players in 
the NHL can 
match Getzlaf’s 
combination of 
size, physicality 
and playmaking 
ability. Throw in 
his leadership 
and desire, and 
the Ducks have a 
rare bird, indeed.

best, from Joe Thornton to Backstrom to Crosby to 
Henrik Sedin. With famously deadly shooters, it’s 
common to hear romanticized stories about garage 

over to hone the skill. It’s less so for Getzlaf when 
-

stance, intensely study Wayne Gretzky or any of the 

really have an idol because, he confesses, he didn’t 

that’s “boring,” an ironic statement from a guy saying 

asked about their childhood heroes. 

down. It’s hardly a coincidence the Ducks’ two 30-

time,” Getzlaf said. “It’s a tough skill to work on. You 
have to be aware of where guys are before they’re go-

on their front foot, some want it on the back.”
-

minished yet. Still, we’re seeing him start the shift to-
ward elder statesman, a cerebral two-way force who 

not tell. He won’t just bark at a teammate to do some-
thing. He’ll show them himself. Francois Beauchemin 

-

-
body knows he’s been really good offensively, he’s re-
ally gifted that way, but he’s one of the strongest guys 

-

seen Thornton become during his late-career re-
invention with the San Jose Sharks, and Getzlaf has 

-
cially in the Ducks’ dressing room where he’s an ear-
nest voice. It stands out most in media scrums after 
losses. It’s not something he has to force. He doesn’t 

think he’s changed. “That’s just me,” he said. “I try 

I never found anything good ever came out of giving 

-
body knows you’re not telling the truth.”

What’s different today versus early in his career, he 

conduit. He understands he has to tailor his methods 

work with Corey Perry, his Ducks teammate seem-
ingly since the beginning of time, without screaming 

-
tions in trying situations over the years but, as Get-

reach him. Beauchemin describes Getzlaf as someone 
who tries to make everyone on the team comfortable, 
whether it’s on the ice or in social settings, where he’s 

reminiscent of what made Bobby Clarke such a be-

he’s always had that inside of him,” Beauchemin said. 

ryan GETZLAF
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 WE’RE IN A SPOT WITH OUR 
 HOCKEY CLUB WHERE WE HAVE 
 TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF WHERE 
 WE’RE AT WITH OUR ROSTER  – Randy Carlyle

FACE OF THE 
FRANCHISE
Ever since  
helping Anaheim 
to its first and 
only Stanley Cup 
as a second-year 
NHLer in 2007, 
the outgoing 
Getzlaf has been 
plenty popular 
with puck fans 
in Southern 
California.

These skills are more important for Getzlaf now 
than ever before because of the peach-fuzzed compa-
ny he keeps. The Ducks, despite rarely picking high 
in the draft, boast a deep and talented youth move-
ment. Up front, that includes Rakell, playoff monster 
Jakob Silfverberg and bruising power forward Nick 
Ritchie. In net, it’s budding star John Gibson. And it’s 
no secret that Anaheim features one of the top two or 
three young defense corps in the sport, led by Ham-
pus Lindholm, Cam Fowler, Sami Vatanen and Josh 
Manson, with young puck-movers Brandon Montour 
and Jacob Larsson ready for the big-time. Players in 
their early 20s are making a huge impact on this ros-
ter, just as Getzlaf and Perry did as 21-year-olds dur-
ing the 2007 Cup run, so Getzlaf must be equipped 
to manage a group of fresh, sometimes fragile egos. 
“A lot of the young players now, you can’t necessarily 
just get up and get in their face in the middle of the 
locker room,” he said. “Sometimes I have to do it off 
to the side.”

From the net out, the Ducks are set to compete 

Flames. But beads of sweat start to form on your 
forehead if you stare at the contracts and ages in the 
forward section of the depth chart for too long. Get-
zlaf, despite his great regular season numbers, has 
worn down by year’s end in high-leverage playoff 
situations. He has no goals and four assists in the 
six elimination games Anaheim has lost since he be-
came captain. Perry, 32, just posted his lowest goal 
total in a non-lockout season since 2006-07 with 19. 
After Eaves scored 11 goals in 20 games as a trade 
deadline rental last year, he earned the right to a 
new contract, but he’s 33. He scored a career-best 32 
goals last season when his previous high was 20, set 
in his rookie year, and his rickety body has let him 
reach the 70-game mark just three times in 12 sea-
sons. Kesler, 33, showed up at June’s NHL Awards 
on crutches after having hip surgery, which could 
keep him out through the start of the regular season. 
Checking center Antoine Vermette is 35. The Ducks 
have some intriguing forward prospects on the radar 
in Sam Steel and Max Jones, sure, but their best vet-
eran contributors are running out of good years. 

That means Anaheim’s current window of conten-

tion will shut temporarily, no matter how good the 
team is on defense and in goal. Getzlaf doesn’t deny 
that for a second. He notes how much younger the 
competition is becoming and feels the Ducks have 
entered their championship window over the past 
couple years. The time to win is now, and every mem-

a factor,” Carlyle said. “We’ve talked about it inter-

one of the reasons I was brought back and had such 
a high interest. We all had the same goal. We’re in a 
spot with our hockey club where we have to take ad-
vantage of where we’re at with our roster.”

The win-now Ducks do plenty of winning now. 
They came within one victory of reaching the 2015 

the Nashville Predators. If that dream season is going 
to happen for this generation of the Ducks, it’ll prob-
ably be this year. It won’t be long before McDavid’s 

2017-18 count. He remains at the peak of his powers, 
largely because he’s found that life balance. He’s a 
dad everywhere he goes. That includes at home with 
this kids – but also in the Ducks’ dressing room. He’s 

-
plinarian. And if he sees his teammates hoist the Cup 
next spring, there will be no prouder papa. 
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“SO,” SAID DALLAS Stars GM Jim 
Nill with a laugh, “how about 
that Stanley Cup prediction?”

It was winter 2017, and Nill’s 
Stars had been devastated by 
injuries to their forward corps. 
That, coupled with poor goalten-
ding, had our predicted Stanley 

-
ture a year after it won the Cen-
tral Division. Nill, a THN reader, 
couldn’t help but poke fun at the 
misguided prognostication.

The moment summed up 

No matter how much a team 
appears poised to triumph, no 
matter how bullish we are in our 
predictions, every franchise has 
a best- and worst-case scenario. 

31 team previews. That means 
exploring the potential weak-
nesses among top contenders 
and surprise silver linings among 
teams not expected to make the 
big dance. The Nashville Preda-
tors came within two wins of the 

Cup last year – but were also the 
No. 16 overall playoff seed. They 
barely slipped into the playoffs, 
so what’s to say they don’t slide 
out? We expect continued ascen-
sion from the Edmonton Oilers 
and Toronto Maple Leafs, led 
by some of the game’s brightest 
young stars. But how many times 
have we seen a young breakout 
team take a step back the next 
year as opponents learn how to 
match up against them? 

Amazingly, we saw seven new 
teams in the 2017 post-season, 
kicking seven 2016 participants 
to the curb. Any slip-up in this 
era of extreme parity opens the 
door for another team. We thus 
have the Stars and Tampa Bay 
Lightning poised to win their di-
visions even though they missed 
the playoffs last year. Their 
worst-case scenarios came true, 
with injuries to blame, and we’re 

betting on the best-case this time 
around. Keep an eye on the rising 
Carolina Hurricanes, whose stel-
lar young defense corps makes 
them look a lot like Nashville. 
The Canes join the Stars and 
Bolts as our picks to snatch new 
playoff spots in 2017-18, nudg-
ing out the Boston Bruins, San 
Jose Sharks and Ottawa Senators.

And what of the two-time de-
fending champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins? We still lean toward 
the best-case scenario. They lost 
some important veterans but 
remain built on the shoulders 
of superstars Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin. They get Kris Le-
tang back, too. They’re our Stan-
ley Cup pick. And before anyone 
accuses us of playing it safe: the 
last team to three-peat was the 
New York Islanders 35 years 
ago, when 94 percent of current 
NHLers weren’t born yet.

Will it be a dream season or year-long nightmare for your favorite 
NHL team? We look at both cases for every club entering 2017-18

BEST & WORST  

FOR ALL 31 TEAMS

The Penguins’ best-case 
scenario came to pass last 
season – and we think it’s 

going to happen again.
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PREDICTIONS

WESTERN CONFERENCEEASTERN CONFERENCE

7. COLORADO
AVALANCHE  Pg. 74

6. WINNIPEG
JETS  Pg. 73

5. MINNESOTA
WILD*  Pg. 72

4. ST. LOUIS
BLUES*  Pg. 71

3. CHICAGO
BLACKHAWKS  Pg. 70

2. NASHVILLE
PREDATORS  Pg. 69

1. DALLAS 
STARS  Pg. 68

CE
NT
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*Wild card

7. VANCOUVER
CANUCKS  Pg. 66

6. ARIZONA
COYOTES  Pg. 65

5. LOS ANGELES
KINGS  Pg. 64

4. SAN JOSE
SHARKS  Pg. 63

3. CALGARY
FLAMES  Pg. 62

2. EDMONTON
OILERS  Pg. 61

1. ANAHEIM 
DUCKS  Pg. 60

PA
CI
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8. VEGAS
GOLDEN KNIGHTS  Pg. 67

THN CUP ODDS
1. Pittsburgh Penguins 8/1
2. Edmonton Oilers 10/1
3. Tampa Bay Lightning 12/1
4. Nashville Predators 13/1
5. Anaheim Ducks 14/1
6. Dallas Stars 15/1
7. Toronto Maple Leafs 16/1
8. Washington Capitals 17/1
9. Calgary Flames 20/1

10. Columbus Blue Jackets 21/1
11. Chicago Blackhawks 22/1
12. Minnesota Wild 23/1
13. New York Rangers 24/1
14. Montreal Canadiens 25/1
15. St. Louis Blues 26/1
16. Carolina Hurricanes 27/1
17. San Jose Sharks 29/1
18. Ottawa Senators 30/1
19. Boston Bruins 33/1
20. Los Angeles Kings 34/1

21. Winnipeg Jets 35/1
22. Philadelphia Flyers 40/1
23. Florida Panthers 45/1
24. Arizona Coyotes 55/1
25. New York Islanders 60/1
26. Buffalo Sabres 65/1
27. Detroit Red Wings 70/1
28. Vancouver Canucks 100/1
29. New Jersey Devils 120/1
30. Colorado Avalanche 125/1
31. Vegas Golden Knights 200/1

8. DETROIT
RED WINGS  Pg. 59

7. BUFFALO
SABRES  Pg. 58

6. FLORIDA
PANTHERS  Pg. 57

5. BOSTON
BRUINS  Pg. 56

4. OTTAWA
SENATORS  Pg. 55

3. MONTREAL
CANADIENS  Pg. 54

2. TORONTO
MAPLE LEAFS  Pg. 53

1. TAMPA BAY
LIGHTNING  Pg. 52
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Previews by Jared Clinton

8. NEW JERSEY
DEVILS  Pg. 51

6. PHILADELPHIA
FLYERS  Pg. 49

5. CAROLINA
HURRICANES*  Pg. 48

4. NEW YORK
RANGERS*  Pg. 47

3. COLUMBUS 
BLUE JACKETS  Pg. 46

2. WASHINGTON
CAPITALS  Pg. 45

1. PITTSBURGH
PENGUINS  Pg. 44

7. NEW YORK
ISLANDERS  Pg. 50

M
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Previews by Ryan Kennedy Previews by Brian Costello Previews by Matt Larkin
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FOR A TEAM that has won the 
past two Stanley Cups, the 
best-case scenario is obviously 
to keep on truckin’. While that 

-

most recent chalice without its 

healthy. And wouldn’t you 

With the ascension of Justin 

back-end threats.

two of the best centers in the 
world in Sidney Crosby and Ev-

-

Guentzel, Bryan Rust and Conor 
Sheary has meant their success 
has been sustained and will 
continue to be in the future. In 

his second year as starter. Other 
than that injury prior to Game 

been pretty rosy for the lanky 
stopper, and veteran Antti Nie-
mi backs him up. Can this team 
three-peat? Yes it can.

CROSBY, MALKIN AND Phil Kes-
sel have played a lot of hockey 
in the past few years, and that 

-
cult to shake off. If one of them 
– or two or three of them – has 
an off year or misses time due 

more top-heavy now (due to 
the departures of Nick Bonino, 

that would be a major issue.

-

-

turn to a fellow Cup champion 
and not lose any sleep. But Ni-
emi is no Fleury, and should 

be more like a Plan C-minus. 

-

-
-

mer break, even if they don’t 
want one.

PITTSBURGH>
PENGUINS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

1

The Pens may not have any rookies, but DANIEL SPRONG is 
the top candidate. The offensively gifted QMJHLer will turn 
pro full-time and most likely round out his game in the minors. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 8/1

KEY DEPARTURES Nick Bonino, C; Marc-Andre Fleury, G; Chris Kunitz, LW; Trevor Daley, D; Ron Hainsey, D; Matt Cullen, C; Mark Streit, D; Oskar Sundqvist, C

LEFT WING

Jake Guentzel
Conor Sheary
Carl Hagelin
Scott Wilson
Tom Kuhnhackl

GOALIE

Matt Murray
Antti Niemi
Tristan Jarry

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Kris Letang
Justin Schultz
Matt Hunwick
Chad Ruhwedel
Frank Corrado

LEFT DEFENSE

Brian Dumoulin
Olli Maatta 
Ian Cole
Derrick Pouliot 
Jeff Taylor

RIGHT WING

Patric Hornqvist
Phil Kessel
Bryan Rust
Ryan Reaves
Daniel Sprong

CENTER

Sidney Crosby
Evgeni Malkin
Carter Rowney
Greg McKegg
Zach Aston-Reese INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

SIDNEY
CROSBY
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IT CAN’T GET any worse, right? 
After the Capitals once again 
bombed out of the playoffs, we 
know they’re going to make sure 
it doesn’t happen this year. Sure, 
the Caps lost UFA rental Kevin 
Shattenkirk to the Rangers, but 
he wasn’t very good in the post-
season, anyway. Justin Williams 
was much better, but he’s also 
logged a lot of miles. Karl Alzner 
is a slower D-man and a pos-
session drag. As for those who 
remain, Tom Wilson showed he 
could be a game-changing force 

Alex Ovechkin can still score. 
Nicklas Backstrom looks as 
dangerous as ever, and Evgeny 
Kuznetsov could be the team’s 
best player this year. Well, best 
skater, anyway. Braden Holtby 
is still an all-world goalie and 
could very well snatch another 
Vezina Trophy.

On the back end, Washing-
-

ate youngsters Madison Bowey 
and/or Christian Djoos while 
maintaining core members 
John Carlson and Matt Nis-
kanen. This team has skill in all 
three zones and can’t get any 
hungrier for a title. The Caps 
will do everything in their pow-
er to win the Stanley Cup, and 
they’ve got the horses to do it.

THE CAPITALS’ DEPTH got ab-
solutely decimated this sum-
mer. On top of Shattenkirk, 
Alzner and Williams, they also 
lost the rapidly ascending Nate 
Schmidt in the Vegas expan-
sion draft and were forced to 
trade talented two-way winger 
Marcus Johansson to New Jer-
sey due to salary cap issues. 
Meanwhile, they still have to 
pay Brooks Orpik $5.5 million 
a year to get turnstiled on the 
blueline by faster enemy for-
wards. Oh, and Ovechkin ended 
up on the third line in the play-
offs. That’s a scary omen for a 

that his peak years are over.
Washington’s pipeline 

was one of the weakest in 
the NHL, and now the team 
will have to rely on it for sever-
al roster spots up front and on 
the back end. Bowey is ready 
on defense, but scoring wing-
er Jakub Vrana was a healthy 
scratch for some of AHL Her-
shey’s playoff games last year. 
He is Washington’s best hope 
among its forward prospects. 
No doubt the Capitals will still 
be a playoff team, but with all 
the holes and weaknesses now 
appearing, it will no longer be 
surprising when they lose in 
the early rounds.

WASHINGTON>
CAPITALS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

2

Well seasoned in the AHL, MADISON BOWEY is now needed 
very badly in D.C. With many departures, the stocky blueliner 
can fill a big hole. He brings great puck-moving ability. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 17/1

KEY DEPARTURES Karl Alzner, D; Kevin Shattenkirk, D; Justin Williams, RW; Marcus Johansson, LW; Nate Schmidt, D; Tom Gilbert, D

LEFT WING

Alex Ovechkin
Andre Burakovsky
Brett Connolly
Tyler Graovac
Nathan Walker 

GOALIE

Braden Holtby
Philipp Grubauer
Pheonix Copley

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Matt Niskanen
John Carlson
Madison Bowey
Tyler Lewington
Lucas Johansen

LEFT DEFENSE

Dmitry Orlov
Christian Djoos
Brooks Orpik
Taylor Chorney
Aaron Ness 

RIGHT WING

T.J. Oshie 
Jakub Vrana
Tom Wilson
Devante Smith-Pelly
Riley Barber

CENTER

Nicklas Backstrom 
Evgeny Kuznetsov
Lars Eller
Jay Beagle
Chandler Stephenson INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

NICKLAS
BACKSTROM
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IN SETH JONES and Zach Weren-
ski, Columbus has two of the 
best young blueliners in the 
game, and they happen to work 
together fabulously already. 
Given how good Werenski’s 
rookie season was, his offensive 
upside may be the most exciting 
thing to come out of Columbus 
since peak-era Rick Nash. And 
those two aren’t alone. With 
David Savard, Jack Johnson and 
the emerging Gabriel Carlsson, 
Jackets fans are entertaining 
thoughts of trading Ryan Mur-
ray without consternation.

Up front, Alexander Wen-
nberg looks like the real deal 
at center and now he gets to 
feed his silky passes to Artemi 
Panarin. Not only that, but it’s 
Oliver Bjorkstrand time. The 

-
ished his apprenticeship and is 
out to prove he can be a game-
breaker in the NHL. Even with 
all that sizzle, the Jackets still 
have a lot of steak in physical 
forwards such as Boone Jenner, 
Nick Foligno and Josh Ander-
son. Between the pipes, Co-
lumbus returns with two-time 
Vezina Trophy winner Sergei 
Bobrovsky, so it’s full-steam 
ahead. There’s no reason the 
Blue Jackets can’t compete for 
a division title with this lineup.

WE KNOW PANARIN was a de-
mon in Chicago when Patrick 
Kane was on his line, but what 
will he do when he’s not paired 
with one of the top scorers of 
the past decade? If the ‘Bread 
Man’ can’t deliver, then Co-
lumbus just downgraded from 
Brandon Saad, for whom Pan-
arin was traded. And if Bjork-

touch early, what use will he 
be to a team that already has 
top-end role players? The Blue 
Jackets can rightly rely on Jones 
and Werenski on the back end, 
but Murray and veteran John-
son are wild cards that may or 
may not help the cause. And if 
Bobrovsky gets injured again, 
hopes in Columbus will be 
dashed. Joonas Korpisalo may 
have a bright NHL future, but 
he’s still young and suited more 
for a backup role right now.

The Blue Jackets got a huge 
boost from coach John Tor-
torella’s famously hard training 
camp last year, but they were 
also coming off a humiliating 
2015-16, and players were 
seeking redemption. If that mo-
tivation wanes, Columbus will 
be a good-but-not-great team, 
and that means another early 
playoff loss (presumably to 
Pittsburgh).

COLUMBUS>
BLUE JACKETS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

3

With his long reach and smart game, GABRIEL CARLSSON 
will be a nice addition to the back end. His offense is limited, 
but with the Jackets’ boffo blueline, all they need is solid ‘D.’ 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 21/1

KEY DEPARTURES Brandon Saad, LW; Sam Gagner, RW; Scott Hartnell, LW; William Karlsson, C; Kyle Quincey, D; Anton Forsberg, G; David Clarkson, RW

LEFT WING

Artemi Panarin 
Oliver Bjorkstrand 
Sonny Milano
Matt Calvert
Markus Hannikainen

GOALIE

Sergei Bobrovsky
Joonas Korpisalo
Matiss Kivlenieks

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Seth Jones
David Savard
Ryan Murray
Scott Harrington
Andre Benoit

LEFT DEFENSE

Zach Werenski
Jack Johnson
Gabriel Carlsson
Markus Nutivaara
Cameron Gaunce

RIGHT WING

Nick Foligno
Cam Atkinson
Josh Anderson
Jordan Schroeder
Vitaly Abramov

CENTER

Alexander Wennberg 
Brandon Dubinsky
Boone Jenner
Pierre-Luc Dubois
Lukas Sedlak INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

NICK
FOLIGNO
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THE LAST TIME we saw Henrik 
Lundqvist, he was backstop-
ping Sweden to a gold medal 
at the World Championship, 
defeating Canada in a shootout. 
This was a good omen, assum-
ing ‘Hank’ has recovered from 
William Nylander’s celebratory 
tackle. If Lundqvist can get back 
to his perch in the top echelon 
of NHL goalies, New York is in 
a great position. The Rangers 
landed the biggest free agent 
of the summer in puck-moving 
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk 
and, along with his own talents, 
he’ll help captain Ryan Mc-
Donagh unlock another level to 
his blueline game. With Brady 
Skjei and Nick Holden coming 
into their own, the Rangers 
have a very strong and diverse 
blueline, with veteran Marc Sta-
al and Brendan Smith rounding 
things out. In short, New York 
will be tough to score on.

Up front, the Rangers have 
an array of weapons, led by 
Mika Zibanejad, Mats Zuccarel-
lo, Kevin Hayes and Rick Nash. 
If youngsters Jimmy Vesey and 
Pavel Buchnevich can continue 
the trajectory they established 
as rookies, New York will give 
opponents all kinds of match-
up problems thanks to its 
depth of talent.

THE RANGERS TRADED away 
Derek Stepan and Antti Raanta 
to Arizona in the summer, and 
both moves could stagger the 
franchise. Lundqvist showed 
big cracks in his armor last sea-
son, and if that happens again, 
the team no longer has Raanta 
to clean up the mess. Is Ondrej 
Pavelec the answer as backup?  
No. He was Winnipeg’s third-
string goalie in a non-playoff 
year. In a division featuring 
the likes of Sidney Crosby, Alex 
Ovechkin, John Tavares and Ar-
temi Panarin, goaltending can-
not be a weakness.

Losing Stepan also exposes a 
hole in the depth chart at center. 
Can Zibanejad take on enough 
responsibility to mitigate the 
departure of the two-way stal-
wart? The only pivot addition 
was David Desharnais, and he’s 
a depth guy at best. Perhaps 
Hayes and J.T. Miller can step 
into bigger roles, but again: 
there are some fantastic cen-
ters in the Metro, and New York 
can’t afford to be outgunned. 
The offense was dynamite last 
season – fourth overall – but did 
so by committee. No player hit 
60 points, so the ceiling is low 
with this group. In a tough divi-
sion, the Rangers could struggle 
to make the playoffs.

NEW YORK>
RANGERS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

4

The Rangers have an interesting depth chart that could see 
LIAS ANDERSSON snatch a job straight from the draft. The 
center has high expectations and a fast, two-way game. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

HENRIK
LUNDQVIST

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 24/1

KEY DEPARTURES Derek Stepan, C; Antti Raanta, G; Dan Girardi, D; Oscar Lindberg, C; Brandon Pirri, C; Kevin Klein, D; Adam Clendening, D

LEFT WING

Chris Kreider
J.T. Miller
Jimmy Vesey
Matt Puempel
Adam Tambellini

GOALIE

Henrik Lundqvist 
Ondrej Pavelec
Brandon Halverson

RIGHT DEFENSE

Kevin Shattenkirk
Brendan Smith
Nick Holden
Anthony DeAngelo
Steven Kampfer

LEFT DEFENSE

Ryan McDonagh 
Brady Skjei 
Marc Staal 
Alexei Bereglazov 
Neal Pionk

RIGHT WING

Mats Zuccarello 
Rick Nash
Pavel Buchnevich
Michael Grabner
Jesper Fast 

CENTER

Mika Zibanejad
Kevin Hayes
Lias Andersson
David Desharnais
Cristoval Nieves INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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IF THE RISING top-four defense 
corps of Justin Faulk, Brett 
Pesce, Jaccob Slavin and Noah 

be Nashville East and help Car-
olina beguile opponents with a 
transition game that moves the 

also defending with vigor and 
contributing on the scoresheet. 
Should the Hurricanes get that, 

If Victor Rask can continue 

in the No. 1 center slot would 
be mitigated enough. The ar-
rival of Justin Williams and the 
maturation of Elias Lindholm 
and Sebastian Aho will push the 
offense forward, while Jordan 
Staal and newcomer Marcus 
Kruger can provide excellent 

experience at center. Assum-

the Canes lifer will shoot for 

seat but remains an important 
part of the team as a leader and 
someone who can spell Darling 
enough to keep him comfort-

DARLING HAS NEVER

twice that amount, the Canes 

point. Darling was great with 

have a bigger book on the giant 

moving netminder, after all.

As good as Aho is, his famous 
turn at center at the world ju-

show-stopping wingers Patrik 
Laine and Jesse Puljujarvi need-
ed someone responsible with 
them. Consider him a winger 
in the NHL until proven oth-

bites him again (and since he 
had concussions earlier on, this 

score and their goaltending is 

-
offs again in Raleigh.

CAROLINA>
HURRICANES
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

5

The wait has been long for HAYDN FLEURY, and with Caro-
lina’s sweet D-corps, it may be longer. But the big blueliner is 
the best option should the Hurricanes need reinforcements. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

JEFF
SKINNER

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 27/1

KEY DEPARTURES Eddie Lack, G; Ryan Murphy, D; Matt Tennyson, D; Andrej Nestrasil, RW

LEFT WING

Jeff Skinner
Sebastian Aho
Lee Stempniak
Brock McGinn
Lucas Wallmark

GOALIE

1 Scott Darling 
2 Cam Ward
3 Jeremy Smith

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Brett Pesce
Justin Faulk
Trevor van Riemsdyk
Roland McKeown 
Philip Samuelsson

LEFT DEFENSE

Jaccob Slavin
Noah Hanifin
Klas Dahlbeck
Haydn Fleury
Trevor Carrick 

RIGHT WING

Justin Williams 
Teuvo Teravainen
Elias Lindholm
Joakim Nordstrom
Valentin Zykov

CENTER

Victor Rask
Jordan Staal 
Derek Ryan
Marcus Kruger
Josh Jooris INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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THE FLYERS WERE the biggest 
winners in the draft lottery, 
jumping 11 teams to snag the 
second overall pick, which they 
used on center Nolan Patrick. 
Given that he’ll be 19 once the 
season begins, there’s no rea-
son to doubt Patrick can make 
an impact right away, especially 
since he can be sheltered by fel-
low pivots Claude Giroux and 
Sean Couturier. With that kind 
of talent down the middle and 
wingers such as Jakub Voracek 
and Wayne Simmonds, Philadel-

up in the Metro. Heck, with Tra-
vis Konecny and Oskar Lindb-
lom still on the rise, Philly could 
have quite the forward group.

The defense looks even more 
promising. Shayne Gostisbe-
here and Ivan Provorov have 
already arrived, and there’s 
plenty more youth coming. 
Take your pick from Travis San-
heim, Philippe Myers, Samuel 
Morin and Robert Hagg. Only 
a couple can make it, but the 
internal competition will be 
fantastic. In net, Brian Elliott 
enters into a perfect situation, 
as the veteran has always been 
better when he’s got something 
to prove. He’ll share the crease 
with Michal Neuvirth. All told, 
this is a playoff-caliber team.

WHY MUST IT always be goal-
tending in Philadelphia? Elliott 
is coming off a sour note in Cal-
gary, where he was pretty much 
responsible for the Flames 
getting swept by Anaheim in 

Is Philly really the right atmo-
sphere for a dented goalie to 

-
virth is a 1B netminder at best, 
and that’s why the Flyers have 
been on the NHL margins for 
the past few years.

Up front, the Flyers will miss 
Brayden Schenn (traded for Jori 
Lehtera), and Patrick has al-
ready been through the ringer 
when it comes to injuries. On 
top of two abdominal surgeries 
in his young career, he some-
how got an infection on his 
face during rookie camp. The 
omens around this kid are dark. 

health, he’d probably be better 
back in junior. While that’s not 
horrible for his long-term out-
look, it would hurt the team’s 
depth. Even with their impres-
sive defense corps, it will only 
take a few things to go slightly 
wrong for the Flyers to miss the 
playoffs again in a tough divi-
sion. That would be tough pill to 
swallow as their top forwards 
start to age out of their primes.

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

Expect more great young D-men in Philly in the next few years 
with TRAVIS SANHEIM up next. He’s big, mobile and seasoned 
in the AHL. If Sanheim is ready, he’ll seize a roster spot for sure. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 40/1

KEY DEPARTURES Brayden Schenn, LW; Steve Mason, G; Michael Del Zotto, D; Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, C; Nick Cousins, C

LEFT WING

Travis Konecny
Valtteri Filppula
Oskar Lindblom
Jordan Weal
Dale Weise 

GOALIE

Brian Elliott
Michal Neuvirth
Anthony Stolarz

RIGHT WING

Jakub Voracek
Wayne Simmonds
Matt Read
Michael Raffl
Scott Laughton

CENTER

Claude Giroux
Nolan Patrick
Sean Couturier
Jori Lehtera
Mike Vecchione INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Andrew MacDonald
Radko Gudas
Travis Sanheim
Philippe Myers 
T.J. Brennan

LEFT DEFENSE

Ivan Provorov
Shayne Gostisbehere
Brandon Manning
Samuel Morin 
Robert Hagg
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IN ACQUIRING RIGHT winger 
Jordan Eberle from Edmonton, 
GM Garth Snow gave franchise 
center John Tavares a potent 
weapon and a familiar linemate 
from when the pair won gold for 
Canada at the world juniors in 
2009. Given how Anders Lee has 
developed on the left side – he’s 
coming off a career-best 34-goal 
season – the Islanders should be 
able to mount a decent attack. If 
Josh Ho-Sang sticks around full-
time, New York gets another of-
fensive wizard.

The defense is still pretty 
good, even with the loss of 
Travis Hamonic, while Jaroslav 
Halak enters a contract year 
and has plenty of motivation 
after last season’s three-goalie 
debacle that saw the veteran 
spend a big chunk of time in 
the minors. Given what Halak 
has done in the past – he was 
exceptional for Team Europe in 
the World Cup – you can’t count 
him out as he jockeys for starts 
with Thomas Greiss. With Doug 
Weight taking over behind the 
bench, the Isles will get a fresh 
look at their young players, not 
to mention Tavares’ full sup-
port, as the captain and Weight 
get along quite well. Put it all 
together and the Islanders will 
vie for a playoff spot.

EBERLE’S PRODUCTION TOOK a 
nosedive last year, and he was 
pretty much a ghost for the 
Oilers during the playoffs. Per-
haps he just needs a change of 
scenery, and playing with Ta-
vares is an upgrade from Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins. But what if 
Eberle has just been sheltered 
by mediocrity? He looked good 
on bad Oilers teams, then bad 
on a good one. If he can’t el-
evate his game, the Isles just 
took on another bad contract. 
The loss of Hamonic also stings, 
since no one on the team aver-
aged more time on the penalty 
kill last season. That PK unit, by 
the way, was quite good. Ham-
onic’s replacement is probably 
Ryan Pulock, who will help on 
the power play but doesn’t have 
Hamonic’s years of experience.

In Halak, the Islanders have 
an aging goalie who already 
knows the team isn’t fully in-
vested in him. Should his play 
slide, or if the relationship 
sours further, New York will 
have to depend heavily on 
Thomas Greiss. In a tough Met-

above New Jersey, but no one 
else. Oh, and until Tavares signs 
a contract extension, he’s going 
to get asked about it every day 
of the season.

NEW YORK>
ISLANDERS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

7

Will MATHEW BARZAL finally get a shot in New York? The 
depth chart has loosened a bit for the sublime playmaking 
pivot, plus he’s got a new coach to impress in Doug Weight. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

JOHN
TAVARES

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 60/1

KEY DEPARTURES Travis Hamonic, D; Ryan Strome, C; Mikhail Grabovski, C; Jean-Francois Berube, G

LEFT WING

Anders Lee
Andrew Ladd 
Anthony Beauvillier
Nikolay Kulemin
Jason Chimera

GOALIE

Thomas Greiss
Jaroslav Halak
Kristers Gudlevskis

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Johnny Boychuk
Ryan Pulock
Adam Pelech
Dennis Seidenberg
Scott Mayfield

LEFT DEFENSE

Nick Leddy 
Calvin de Haan
Thomas Hickey
Devon Toews
Sebastian Aho

RIGHT WING

Jordan Eberle
Josh Bailey
Josh Ho-Sang
Cal Clutterbuck
Stephen Gionta

CENTER

John Tavares
Brock Nelson
Mathew Barzal
Casey Cizikas
Alan Quine INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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FIRST OVERALL PICK Nico His-
chier has exceeded expecta-
tions at every step since coming 
over to North America. He was 
lightning for QMJHL Halifax 
and a terror for Switzerland’s 
world junior team, so don’t bet 
against the kid ripping it up 
in the NHL in his rookie cam-
paign. With Hischier’s smarts, 
quickness and skill, Taylor Hall 
has a great playmate on the top 
line, and that duo could pile 
up points. With incumbent top 
center Travis Zajac out for at 
least four months (and as many 
as six) due to a torn pectoral 
muscle, Hischier’s path is clear. 
With Marcus Johansson and 
Brian Boyle hopping on board, 
the Devils also have two new 
veteran forwards with two-way 
games that can help shelter a 
young and thin blueline corps.

Furthermore, the rebuild-
ing franchise has a great battle 
for spots up front with talents 
such as John Quenneville, Pavel 
Zacha, Michael McLeod and Na-
than Bastian all vying for bigger 

net, Cory Schneider is still one 
of the better goalies in the NHL, 
even if his stats didn’t show 
it last year. New Jersey won’t 
make the playoffs, but it’ll be 
competitive.

THE ZAJAC INJURY makes a thin 
lineup even thinner. As electrify-
ing as Hischier is, it’s a lot to put 
on the kid right away, especially 
since he’s not on the same level 
as a Connor McDavid or Auston 
Matthews. New Jersey’s offense 
was paltry last season, and His-
chier, Johansson and UFA addi-
tion Drew Stafford only slightly 
improve matters now that Zajac 
is out. Beyond Hischier, the Dev-
ils have some good prospects, 
but none is a sure thing yet.

Defensively, New Jersey has 
one of the NHL’s weakest units 

upgrades over the summer, add-
ing Mirco Mueller (who never 
established himself in San Jose) 
while losing Jon Merrill to Ve-
gas. Nabbing Will Butcher as a 
college free agent was a coup, 
but he’s no lock to contribute 
right away. The Devils will most 
likely get thumped on a regular 
basis by every other team in the 
Metropolitan, since even Caro-
lina is dangerous now. Expect 
the Devils to trawl the bottom 
of the standings straight out of 
the gate. The worst worst-case 

bottom-two, then get bumped 
out of the top four draft picks 
one year after the lottery balls 
bounced in their favor.

NEW JERSEY>
DEVILS
M E T R O

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

8

NICO HISCHIER will be a vital part of the Devils right off the 
hop. His offensive skills became doubly important once fellow 
center Travis Zajac went down with a pectoral injury.

ROOKIE WATCH >

TAYLOR
HALL

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 120/1

KEY DEPARTURES Mike Cammalleri, LW; Jon Merrill, D; Devante Smith-Pelly, RW; Beau Bennett, RW

LEFT WING

Taylor Hall
Adam Henrique
John Quenneville
Miles Wood
Blake Coleman

GOALIE

Cory Schneider
Keith Kinkaid
Mackenzie Blackwood

RIGHT WING

Kyle Palmieri
Marcus Johansson
Drew Stafford
Stefan Noesen
Nick Lappin

CENTER

Nico Hischier
Pavel Zacha
Brian Boyle
Joseph Blandisi
Travis Zajac  INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE

Ben Lovejoy
Damon Severson
Steve Santini
Dalton Prout
Yaroslav Dyblenko

LEFT DEFENSE

Andy Greene
John Moore
Mirco Mueller 
Michael Kapla
Will Butcher
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THE LIGHTNING PLAYED most of 
last season without their cap-
tain, all-world sniper Steven 
Stamkos, and had holes on the 
blueline as well as goaltend-

-
ished one point out of the play-
offs – and you know the Bolts 
would’ve been a tough out had 
they made it to the dance. So, 
healthy, hungry and ready to 
rebound, there may not be a 
more fearsome group in the 
Eastern Conference.

Stamkos’ return alone is 
enough to lift the Lightning to 
great heights. The power play, 
for example, should be abso-
lutely lethal. Stamkos might 
not even be the Bolts’ biggest 
threat, though. Nikita Kucherov 
continues to establish himself 
as a superstar scorer, and he’s 
improved his goal and point 
totals in each of his four NHL 
seasons. His 40 goals and 85 
points came without the aid of 
Stamkos, so imagine if the two 
played together. They could 
easily form the league’s high-

of the championship puzzle 
is Andrei Vasilevskiy proving 
his mettle as a No. 1 goalie. If 
he’s the real deal, there may be 
nothing standing between the 
Lightning and the Stanley Cup.

TAMPA BAY’S PURSUIT of a top-
four D-man to strengthen the 
back end has been no secret. Un-
fortunately, Lightning GM Steve 
Yzerman swung and missed at 
the deadline and struck out on 
the big names in free agency. 
The Bolts did manage to land 
prospect Mikhail Sergachev in 
the trade that sent Jonathan 
Drouin to Montreal, but the 
only other notable addition was 
Rangers castoff Dan Girardi.

The defense corps has high-
end impact with Victor Hedman 
and Anton Stralman, whether 
they play together or not, but 
there are questions about the 
depth. Girardi is best used as a 
third-pairing penalty kill spe-
cialist, Braydon Coburn has 
seen better days, Andrej Sustr 
remains unproven as a top-four 
defender, and Jake Dotchin and 
Slater Koekkoek haven’t yet seen 
a full slate of NHL duty. That the 
Lightning have no ready-made 
second pairing, plus a lack of 
depth, will put pressure on play-
ers, including the 19-year-old 
Sergachev, to step into bigger 
roles than they’re prepared for 

-
kiy provides only average goal-
tending, a lackluster defense 
will be the glaring weakness on 
an otherwise spectacular team.

TAMPA BAY>
LIGHTNING
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

1

MIKHAIL SERGACHEV’S size, speed and strength will make 
him a second-pairing defenseman by mid-season. Don’t sleep 
on his scoring, either. He had 100 points in 117 OHL contests.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 12/1

KEY DEPARTURES Jonathan Drouin, RW; Jason Garrison, D; Greg McKegg, C

LEFT WING

Ondrej Palat 
Alex Killorn
Chris Kunitz 
Yanni Gourde
Erik Condra

GOALIE

Andrei Vasilevskiy
Peter Budaj
Michael Leighton

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Jake Dotchin
Anton Stralman
Dan Girardi 
Mikhail Sergachev
Jamie McBain

LEFT DEFENSE

Victor Hedman
Braydon Coburn
Slater Koekkoek 
Andrej Sustr
Ben Thomas 

RIGHT WING

Nikita Kucherov
Brayden Point
Ryan Callahan
J.T. Brown
Adam Erne

CENTER

Tyler Johnson
Steven Stamkos
Vladislav Namestnikov
Cedric Paquette
Cory Conacher INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

NIKITA
KUCHEROV
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THE CALDER TROPHY, a 40-goal 
season and a role as the Maple 
Leafs’ No. 1 center. That was 
Auston Matthews’ rookie year 
in a nutshell. So, what does he 
do for an encore? Toronto has 
an idea of what it would like 
to see, and it need only look to 
Western Canada. In his sopho-
more campaign, the Oilers’ 
Connor McDavid led the NHL in 
points and took his game to an-
other level. Matthews may not 
be able to mimic the increas-
ingly rare 100-point feat, but 
hitting the 80-point plateau is 
within reach.

Any improvement from Mat-
thews’ would boost an already 
impressive attack. And while 
Toronto would love that, no 
doubt, what would turn the 
tide is tougher defense. Despite 

goal total last season, the Leafs’ 
goal differential was only plus-
16 due to the ninth-most goals 
against. Signing Ron Hainsey 
gives the blueline a veteran 
leader, but Morgan Rielly, Ni-
kita Zaitsev and Jake Gardiner 
are the true foundation of the 
defense. If all three can demon-
strate a capacity to hang with 
the East’s top talents, the Leafs 

-
vision crown in 18 years.

NO TEAM WILL worry about 
sophomore slumps as much 
as the Leafs. Freshmen Mat-
thews, William Nylander and 
Mitch Marner accounted for 
81 goals, nearly one-third of 

-

team scoring, respectively. One 
of the three hitting a drought 
wouldn’t be disastrous, but the 
potential for all three to regress 
in terms of production, per-
formance or both is very real 
and very frightening. There 
are other sources of offense, of 
course. Patrick Marleau, signed 
in free agency, provides a safety 
net with his consistency, but it 

of the forward group to make 
up for any dip in production 
should the second-year jitters 
come in triplicate.

Frederik Andersen proved 
he can backstop the team to 
the playoffs, but he needs to 
provide stability on a game-to-
game basis. He had 11 starts 
last season in which he sported 
a sub-.850 save percentage. 
Only Kari Lehtonen and Tuukka 
Rask had more. The offense tak-
ing a dive is one thing, but if the 
goaltending follows suit, the 
Leafs could end up outside the 
playoff picture.

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

ANDREAS JOHNSSON won’t start in the NHL, but if he puts up 
another 20 goals for the AHL’s Toronto Marlies, he could be a 
late-season addition who makes some noise on the scoresheet.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 16/1

KEY DEPARTURES Brian Boyle, C; Matt Hunwick, D; Alexey Marchenko, D; Brendan Leipsic, LW

LEFT WING

Patrick Marleau
James van Riemsdyk
Leo Komarov
Zach Hyman
Matt Martin

GOALIE

Frederik Andersen
Curtis McElhinney
Garret Sparks

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Nikita Zaitsev
Ron Hainsey
Connor Carrick
Calle Rosen
Andrew Nielsen

LEFT DEFENSE

Jake Gardiner
Morgan Rielly
Martin Marincin
Andreas Borgman 
Travis Dermott

RIGHT WING

William Nylander
Mitch Marner
Connor Brown
Kasperi Kapanen
Nikita Soshnikov 

CENTER

Auston Matthews
Tyler Bozak
Nazem Kadri
Dominic Moore
Eric Fehr INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

AUSTON
MATTHEWS
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A BLUELINE ANCHORED by Shea 
Weber and the goaltending of 
Carey Price, possibly the best 
netminder on the planet, were 
enough to cause nightmares for 
opposing offenses last season. 
The Canadiens surrendered 
only 198 goals, the league’s 
fourth-lowest total, and did so 
with a commitment to strong 
defense and even stronger puck 
possession. Sure, the offense 
left much to be desired, but GM 
Marc Bergevin took a big step 
to address that problem.

By landing Jonathan Drouin 
from Tampa Bay, the Habs hope 

-
sues that plagued them. Even 
after a career-best 21-goal, 
53-point season, Drouin’s com-
bination of puckhandling poise 
and deft playmaking seems to 
give him untapped potential, 
and the opportunity Montreal 
provides could turn him into 

adding Drouin allows the Habs 
to move Alex Galchenyuk back 
to the middle and give him the 

at his natural position. If Dr-
ouin plays as advertised and 
his presence helps Montreal 
stretch its legs offensively, chal-
lenging for a third division title 
in four years is within reach.

DURING THE 2015-16 season, 
countless words were writ-
ten about Carey Price as the 
league’s MVP. He played only 
12 games that season, but the 
argument was clear: with Price, 
the Canadiens are one team – 
successful, potential Stanley 
Cup contenders – and without 
him, they’re a wild-card club 
at best. And there isn’t a single 
Montreal fan who ever wants 
to see the latter version of the 
squad again. 

This team was dreadful with-

with 28 fewer points than the 
year prior, and it was no sur-
prise to see the Habs rocket 
past the 100-point plateau 
upon Price’s full-time return 
last season. In short, Montreal’s 
success hinges on its No. 1 goal-
ie. There’s no worry about his 
play, as Montreal can bank on 
30-plus wins and a .920-plus 
save percentage from Price, but 
things are a lot less certain if 
Al Montoya, a capable backup, 
has to take on full-time start-
ing duties. Montoya managed 
a .912 save percentage behind 
the same defense that shielded 
Price and his .923. If Price goes 
down, it’s the difference be-
tween Stanley Cup contention 
and an extra long summer.

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

If injuries strike, NOAH JUULSEN could get a chance to turn 
some heads. He was a consistent producer from the blueline 
in junior, and he’s ready to make the leap to the pro game.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 25/1

KEY DEPARTURES Alexander Radulov, RW; Andrei Markov, D; Nathan Beaulieu, D; Alexei Emelin, D; Mikhail Sergachev, D; Brian Flynn, RW; Dwight King, LW; Nikita Nesterov, D; Steve Ott, C

LEFT WING

Max Pacioretty
Artturi Lehkonen
Paul Byron
Charles Hudon
Andreas Martinsen

GOALIE

Carey Price
Al Montoya
Charlie Lindgren

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Shea Weber
Jeff Petry
Jordie Benn
Mark Streit
Noah Juulsen

LEFT DEFENSE

Karl Alzner 
David Schlemko
Brandon Davidson
Jakub Jerabek
Joe Morrow

RIGHT WING

Jonathan Drouin
Brendan Gallagher
Andrew Shaw
Ales Hemsky
Peter Holland

CENTER

Alex Galchenyuk
Phillip Danault
Tomas Plekanec
Torrey Mitchell
Michael McCarron INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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HOW DO THE Senators follow 
up a Cinderella run to the East 

-

from the start of its playoff run 

-

from a repeat performance?

-

-

-

-

-

THE SENATORS RODE their plod-

-
-
-

-

had tremendous success rely-
-

-
-

nearly 20 points in the stand-

-

-

-

OTTAWA>
SENATORS
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

4

THOMAS CHABOT’S MVP performance at the world juniors 
sets him up as a Calder Trophy favorite. He can skate, score 
and make plays from the blueline like few defenders his age.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 30/1

KEY DEPARTURES Marc Methot, D; Viktor Stalberg, LW; Tommy Wingels, LW

LEFT WING

Mike Hoffman
Ryan Dzingel
Zack Smith
Clarke MacArthur
Max McCormick

GOALIE

Craig Anderson
Mike Condon
Andrew Hammond

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Erik Karlsson 
Cody Ceci
Chris Wideman
Mark Borowiecki
Andreas Englund

LEFT DEFENSE

Fredrik Claesson
Dion Phaneuf
Thomas Chabot 
Johnny Oduya
Ben Harpur

RIGHT WING

Mark Stone
Bobby Ryan 
Alexandre Burrows
Tom Pyatt
Mike Blunden

CENTER

Kyle Turris
Derick Brassard
Jean-Gabriel Pageau
Colin White
Nate Thompson INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

ERIK
KARLSSON
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BRAD MARCHAND WAS out to 
prove he wasn’t a one-year won-
der last season and did so with 
a brilliant 39-goal, 85-point 
performance. Meanwhile, Da-
vid Pastrnak impressed with 
a 34-goal, 70-point campaign 
that established him as a star-
caliber winger, and Patrice 
Bergeron continued to be, well, 
Patrice Bergeron. There’s no 
better two-way center in the 
world. With a solid top line, the 
Bruins can focus on starting a 
youth movement.

The face of the movement 
will be Charlie McAvoy, a 
19-year-old rearguard who ap-
pears primed for a Zach Weren-
ski-esque rookie season. McA-
voy had three points in Boston’s 
short six-game playoff run, but 
it’s the minute-munching qual-
ity that wowed onlookers. He 
played more than 26 minutes 
per night. If he’s the real deal – 
and he looks to be – he imme-
diately gives the Bruins an heir 
to Zdeno Chara’s No. 1 defen-
seman throne. Should McAvoy 
succeed and other freshmen, 
such as Jakob Forsbacka Karls-
son and Anders Bjork, become 
contributors, the B’s will ride 

-
sive depth and Tuukka Rask’s 
goaltending to the playoffs.

WHEN RASK JOINED the Bruins 
in 2009-10, he usurped Tim 
Thomas for the starting job 
and put his name into Calder 
and Vezina Trophy contention 
by leading the league in save 
percentage and goals-against 
average. But where has that 
Rask gone? Since capturing his 

14, Rask’s numbers have taken 
a downturn. He had a .930 save 
percentage and 2.04 GAA in his 
Vezina year, but he’s been aver-
age in the three seasons since, 
posting a combined .918 save 
percentage. There are times 
when Rask looks like a world-
beater and others when he 
looks suspect. 

The Bruins need more of the 
former than the latter, particu-
larly given two young defense-
men, McAvoy and Brandon Car-
lo, will be taking on big-minute 
roles on the blueline. McAvoy 
and Carlo aren’t the biggest 
concerns, though. Chara is 40 
and simply not as effective at 
either end of the ice as he once 
was, and the depth is dubious. 
Despite a supercharged offense 
two seasons ago, the Bruins 
weren’t able to escape their de-
fensive and goaltending woes to 
make the playoffs. We might see 
a repeat of that season.

BOSTON>
BRUINS
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

5

After making a seamless transition from the NCAA to the NHL 
playoffs last spring, teenage defender CHARLIE MCAVOY looks 
like a Calder Trophy candidate who’s ready for prime time.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 33/1

KEY DEPARTURES Colin Miller, D; Dominic Moore, C; Joe Morrow, D

LEFT WING

Brad Marchand
Frank Vatrano
Matt Beleskey
Anders Bjork
Jake DeBrusk

GOALIE

Tuukka Rask 
Anton Khudobin
Zane McIntyre

RIGHT WING

David Pastrnak
David Backes
Zach Senyshyn
Jakob Forsbacka Karlsson
Noel Acciari

CENTER

Patrice Bergeron
David Krejci
Ryan Spooner
Riley Nash
Austin Czarnik INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE

Charlie McAvoy
Brandon Carlo
Kevan Miller
Paul Postma
Tommy Cross

LEFT DEFENSE

Zdeno Chara
Torey Krug 
Adam McQuaid
Matt Grzelcyk
Jakub Zboril 

BRAD
MARCHAND
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A HICCUP. AN aberration. Grow-
ing pains. The Panthers have to 
believe that’s all last season was. 
There’s reason to believe that 
was the case, too. A pre-season 
injury cost Jonathan Huberdeau 
more than half the year, and al-
though his near point-per-game 
pace upon his return wasn’t 
enough to get Florida back into 
the playoff hunt, he did inject 
some life into a stagnant of-
fense and should continue to do 
so this season. It shouldn’t be 

either, as he can work alongside 
Aleksander Barkov, who has es-
tablished himself as one of the 
best young centers in the game. 
Pair that with the emergence of 
Vincent Trocheck and the ad-
dition of Evgeny Dadonov and 
Florida could have some true 
threats on its attack.

It will be the blueline that 
really drives the Panthers, 
though. In Aaron Ekblad, Mike 
Matheson and Ian McCoshen, 

-
dation upon which to build, and 
the veteran presence of Keith 
Yandle and Jason Demers gives 
the Panthers back-end stability. 
A collective step forward after 
last season’s small step back 
could put the Panthers back in 
the playoff hunt.

GOALS, GOING, GONE. Jonathan 
Marchessault, Jaromir Jagr, 
Reilly Smith and Jussi Jokinen 
combined to score 72 of Flori-
da’s 205 goals in 2016-17, but 
all four will be playing else-
where this season. The replace-
ments are Dadonov, a 30-goal 
scorer in the KHL, and Radim 
Vrbata, who netted 20 with 
Arizona. Even if Dadonov’s KHL 
production translates to the 
NHL and Vrbata replicates last 
season’s total, it still leaves the 
Panthers 20-plus goals shy of 
matching what was lost. 

And that’s not to mention 
what the exodus does to the 
depth chart. If Huberdeau’s 
injury last season hindered 
Florida’s attack, imagine what 
a similar ailment to any of the 
top-six forwards would 
do to the offense this 
time around. The Pan-
thers don’t have the 

losses. Marchessault scored 

Huberdeau, while Jagr, Smith 
and Jokinen were reliable. Now, 
Florida has to rely on rookies 
and bottom-six talent to punch 
above their weight if injuries 
occur. Florida wants back in the 
playoffs, but any bad break will 

FLORIDA>
PANTHERS
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

6

Diminutive HENRIK HAAPALA is flying under the radar. He led 
the Finnish League with 60 points last season, and his scoring 
ability could land him a spot as a top-six winger.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 45/1

KEY DEPARTURES Jaromir Jagr, RW; Jonathan Marchessault, RW; Reilly Smith, RW; Jussi Jokinen, LW; Michael Sgarbossa, C

LEFT WING

Jonathan Huberdeau 
Henrik Haapala
Jared McCann 
Denis Malgin
Connor Brickley

GOALIE

Roberto Luongo
James Reimer
Harri Sateri

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Aaron Ekblad
Jason Demers
Alex Petrovic
MacKenzie Weegar
Reece Scarlett

LEFT DEFENSE

Michael Matheson
Keith Yandle
Mark Pysyk
Ian McCoshen
Michael Downing 

RIGHT WING

Evgeny Dadonov 
Radim Vrbata
Owen Tippett
Colton Sceviour
Alexandre Grenier

CENTER

Aleksander Barkov 
Vincent Trocheck
Nick Bjugstad
Derek MacKenzie
Micheal Haley INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

AARON
EKBLAD



NHL

58  |  THE HOCKEY NEWS    SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18

 INJURED

PROJECTED LINES

K
E

V
IN

 H
O

FF
M

A
N

/G
E

TT
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
; A

N
TI

P
IN

: K
H

L

THE SABRES’ PLAYOFF chances 
took a fatal hit early last season 
when Jack Eichel was sidelined, 
but his effectiveness upon re-
turning is reason for hope in 
Buffalo. Eichel was dynamite 
in the 61 games he played in 
2016-17, scoring at a 0.93 
points-per-game rate, the 11th-
best mark in the league, and 
his impact on the Sabres trans-
lated from the scoresheet to 
the standings. Without Eichel, 
Buffalo’s points percentage 
was .452, compared to .484 
when the young star was in the 
lineup. While a sub-.500 points 
percentage won’t be enough to 
push Buffalo into the playoffs, 
the Sabres have more going for 
them than a healthy Eichel.

Buffalo addressed its off-sea-
son needs and could have a de-
fense to match its offense. The 
acquisition of Marco Scandella 
is the headline, but bringing 
in Nathan Beaulieu and Rus-
sian standout Victor Antipin 
gives the Sabres much-needed 
strength on the blueline. The 
rest is up to Robin Lehner, and 
a repeat of last season’s per-
formance from the netminder  
(.920 save percentage) could 
be enough to see Buffalo play 
meaningful games in April for 

STAYING OUT OF the Eastern 
Conference basement is de-
pendent on health. That’s wor-
risome given staying healthy 
has been an issue. Beyond 
Eichel’s injury, which cost him 
21 games, the Sabres didn’t 
have core forwards Kyle Ok-
poso, Evander Kane and Ryan 
O’Reilly for extended periods 
last season. Brian Gionta, who 
won’t be back, was the only Sa-
bre to play in all 82 games. 

The lack of depth up front is 
what makes injuries so damag-
ing to the Sabres’ playoff hopes. 
Trading for Jason Pominville 
helps, but, outside the top six, 
there’s no one who stands out 
as a ready-made replacement 
should the Sabres lose a key 
contributor. And if they strug-
gle to score, can this group even 
contend for a wild-card spot? 

but the Sabres don’t possess 
that. The blueline was bolstered 
over the summer but still has 
question marks. Rasmus Risto-
lainen logged huge minutes last 
season, but some fear he can’t 
do so again lest he be exposed. 
Zach Bogosian has struggled to 

Josh Gorges can be a liability at 
times. If an injury strikes at the 
wrong time, it spells disaster.

BUFFALO>
SABRES
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

7

VICTOR ANTIPIN, signed as an undrafted free agent, is no 
stranger to top competition. His KHL experience should make 
his NHL transition as smooth as Nikita Zaitsev’s last season.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 65/1

  KEY DEPARTURES Tyler Ennis, LW; Dmitry Kulikov, D; Marcus Foligno, LW; Anders Nilsson, G; Derek Grant, C

LEFT WING

Evander Kane
Benoit Pouliot
Matt Moulson
Nicolas Deslauriers
C.J. Smith

GOALIE

Robin Lehner
Chad Johnson
Linus Ullmark

RIGHT WING

Sam Reinhart
Kyle Okposo
Jason Pominville
Justin Bailey
Nick Baptiste

CENTER

Jack Eichel
Ryan O’Reilly
Johan Larsson
Zemgus Girgensons
Jacob Josefson INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Rasmus Ristolainen
Zach Bogosian
Victor Antipin
Brendan Guhle
Taylor Fedun

LEFT DEFENSE

Marco Scandella
Jake McCabe
Nathan Beaulieu
Josh Gorges
Justin Falk

JACK
EICHEL
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THE 2016-17 CAMPAIGN didn’t 
give the Red Wings much to 
hang their hats on. The of-
fense was dreadful, the defense 
equally bad and, when the reg-
ular season closed, Detroit was 
outside the playoff picture for 

new year can bring some posi-
tives, and for that the Wings 
look to their next generation. 

Dylan Larkin followed up his 
impressive 23-goal, 45-point 
rookie season with the dread-
ed sophomore slump, his goal 

total dipping to 32. Larkin will 
look to get back on track this 
season, but to do so, coach Jeff 

-
takes along the way. Errors, 
either offensive or defensive, 
are the growing pains Larkin 
needs, and they stand to make 
him better down the line. 

same leash to Andreas Atha-
nasiou and Anthony Mantha as 
well, as they can be key cogs in 
a potentially resurgent offense. 
Pushing for the playoffs isn’t 
ideal for a franchise in need of 
restocking the cupboards with 
high draft choices, so what 
more can Detroit ask for than 
glimpses of a brighter future?

THE RED WINGS are faced with a 
conundrum unique to teams in 
need of a roster refresh. Detroit 
wants to see improvement from 
individuals, most notably the 
young forwards who can make 
up the team’s future core, but, 
as counterintuitive as it may 
seem, the Wings’ goal shouldn’t 
be challenging for a playoff spot 
this season. Prior to last June’s 
draft, it had been more than 25 
years since Detroit had a top-

and late-round gems have 
helped the Wings remain com-
petitive in the past, the prospect 

Detroit’s patient development 
model hasn’t produced enough 
talent to keep the team in the 
hunt, leading to the end of its 
quarter-century playoff streak 
and a bleak future for one of the 
sport’s most storied franchises.

No team is going to throw 
games, and that’s not what’s be-
ing suggested, but Detroit must 
realize this isn’t the time to try 
to spark another playoff streak. 
Fighting for the post-season 
and coming up just short only 
stands to put the Wings in the 
middle of the draft pack, miss-
ing out on potential corner-
stone prospects that can carry 
the next generation.

DETROIT>
RED WINGS
AT L A N T I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

8

Fresh off being named the Calder Cup MVP, TYLER BERTUZZI 

has his sights set on a fourth-line role with the Wings. Offense 
will come secondary to getting under the skin of opponents.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 70/1

KEY DEPARTURES None

LEFT WING

Tomas Tatar
Justin Abdelkader 
Andreas Athanasiou
Tyler Bertuzzi
Matt Lorito

GOALIE

Jimmy Howard
Petr Mrazek
Jared Coreau

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Mike Green
Nick Jensen
Niklas Kronwall
Luke Witkowski
Ryan Sproul  

LEFT DEFENSE

Danny DeKeyser
Trevor Daley
Xavier Ouellet
Jonathan Ericsson
Robbie Russo

RIGHT WING

Anthony Mantha
Gustav Nyquist
Darren Helm 
Riley Sheahan
Evgeny Svechnikov

CENTER

Henrik Zetterberg 
Dylan Larkin
Frans Nielsen
Luke Glendening
Ben Street INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

DYLAN
LARKIN



NHL

60  |  THE HOCKEY NEWS    SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18

 INJURED

PROJECTED LINES

M
A

R
K

 B
LI

N
C

H
/N

H
LI

 V
IA

 G
E

TT
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S

ONLY PITTSBURGH HAS won 

veteran star forwards Ryan Get-
zlaf, Corey Perry and Ryan Kes-

-

-

-
-

-

-

DID ANYONE PREDICT

-

-

-

-

-

-

ANAHEIM>
DUCKS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

1

JACOB LARSSON gets a big opportunity on the blueline thanks 
to Anaheim’s injuries. He made the Ducks out of camp last 
season, playing four games before returning to Sweden.

ROOKIE WATCH >

COREY
PERRY

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 14/1

KEY DEPARTURES Shea Theodore, D; Jonathan Bernier, G; Nate Thompson, C; Clayton Stoner, D; Ryan Garbutt, LW; Emerson Etem, RW

LEFT WING

Rickard Rakell
Andrew Cogliano
Nick Ritchie
Logan Shaw
Dennis Rasmussen

GOALIE

John Gibson
Ryan Miller
Reto Berra

RIGHT WING

Patrick Eaves
Jakob Silfverberg
Corey Perry
Ondrej Kase
Jared Boll

CENTER

Ryan Getzlaf 
Antoine Vermette
Chris Wagner
Derek Grant
Ryan Kesler INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE

Josh Manson 
Kevin Bieksa
Brandon Montour
Korbinian Holzer
Sami Vatanen 

LEFT DEFENSE

Cam Fowler
Francois Beauchemin
Jacob Larsson
Jaycob Megna
Hampus Lindholm 
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SUCCESS BREEDS CONFIDENCE 
and the Oilers experienced that 

a decade last season. It started 
at the top with Connor McDavid 
but carried through the lineup 
with personal-best seasons 

-
-

Under the direction of coach 

is still just 20. His best offensive 

defense capable of containing 

presence will be a steadying in-

THE INJURY THAT -

plays havoc with the defense 

in a two-way role. But who re-

Russell the right type of blue-
liner to have out there with a 
young Darnell Nurse or Mat-

It will be interesting to see 

the McDavid-Draisaitl duo af-
ter they torched the league last 

does that expose the second or 

happens if the opposing coach 

shutting down the Draisaitl line 
and lets McDavid do what Mc-

EDMONTON>
OILERS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

2

The Oilers should’ve demoted Jesse Puljujarvi before he lost his 
rookie status last season. They didn’t, so the only rookie hope 
is backup LAURENT BROSSOIT, who may only play 10 games.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 10/1

KEY DEPARTURES Jordan Eberle, RW; Benoit Pouliot, LW; David Desharnais, C; Griffin Reinhart, D; Tyler Pitlick, RW; Matt Hendricks, C; Jonas Gustavsson, G

LEFT WING

Patrick Maroon
Milan Lucic
Drake Caggiula
Anton Slepyshev
Jujhar Khaira

GOALIE

Cam Talbot
Laurent Brossoit
Nick Ellis

RIGHT WING

Leon Draisaitl
Jussi Jokinen
Jesse Puljujarvi
Zack Kassian
Iiro Pakarinen

CENTER

Connor McDavid
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins
Ryan Strome
Mark Letestu
Brad Malone INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Adam Larsson
Matthew Benning
Eric Gryba
Mark Fayne 
Ryan Stanton

LEFT DEFENSE

Oscar Klefbom
Kris Russell
Darnell Nurse
Dillon Simpson
Andrej Sekera 

CONNOR
MCDAVID
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IF MIKE SMITH can provide av-
erage (or better) goaltending – 

-

-

-

-

-

-

balanced three-line attack.

EVEN ELITE GOALIES like Henrik 
-

notch or two once they hit their 
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

the power play to generate pro-

CALGARY>
FLAMES
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

3

Calgary has slow-cooked MARK JANKOWSKI since drafting 
him out of high school in 2012, but he’s become one of the 
AHL’s top centers and may force his way onto the big club.

ROOKIE WATCH >

JOHNNY
GAUDREAU

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 20/1

KEY DEPARTURES Brian Elliott, G; Chad Johnson, G; Deryk Engelland, D; Ladislav Smid, D; Lance Bouma, LW

LEFT WING

Johnny Gaudreau 
Matthew Tkachuk
Kris Versteeg
Freddie Hamilton
Hunter Shinkaruk

GOALIE

Mike Smith
Eddie Lack
Jon Gillies

RIGHT WING

Micheal Ferland
Michael Frolik
Troy Brouwer
Curtis Lazar
Spencer Foo 

CENTER

Sean Monahan 
Mikael Backlund
Sam Bennett
Matt Stajan
Mark Jankowski INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Dougie Hamilton
Travis Hamonic
Michael Stone
Rasmus Andersson
Matt Bartkowski

LEFT DEFENSE

Mark Giordano 
T.J. Brodie
Brett Kulak
Oliver Kylington
Tyler Wotherspoon
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IT’S EXTREMELY RARE an NHL 
team goes an entire off-season 
without making a roster ad-
dition, either through a trade 
or signing a UFA. So the fact it 
was such a quiet summer in 
San Jose must mean the Sharks 

-

-

faces coming in are prospects 

-
er 98- or 99-point season under 

-
-

Burns. The cast of forwards 

case is more of the same. It has 

THE WINDOW OF

is due for a major transforma-

seasons are make-or-break in 

Sharks take to the ice because 

game. But as the roster ages, 

scoring pedigree on the Sharks. 

that San Jose has a bunch of 

-

SAN JOSE>
SHARKS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

4

The best bet to make the roster is undersized, German-born 
American center DANNY O’REGAN. The Boston University grad 
had 58 points in 63 AHL games as a 22-year-old rookie pro.

ROOKIE WATCH >

BRENT
BURNS

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 29/1

KEY DEPARTURES Patrick Marleau, LW; Mirco Mueller, D; David Schlemko, D; Micheal Haley, LW

LEFT WING

Timo Meier
Melker Karlsson
Joonas Donskoi
Danny O’Regan
Marcus Sorensen

GOALIE

Martin Jones
Aaron Dell
Troy Grosenick

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Brent Burns
Justin Braun
Dylan DeMelo
Tim Heed
Julius Bergman

LEFT DEFENSE

Paul Martin
Marc-Edouard Vlasic
Brenden Dillon
Joakim Ryan
Radim Simek

RIGHT WING

Joe Pavelski 
Mikkel Boedker
Jannik Hansen
Joel Ward
Kevin Labanc

CENTER

Joe Thornton
Logan Couture
Tomas Hertl
Chris Tierney
Barclay Goodrow INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL



NHL

64  |  THE HOCKEY NEWS    SEASON PREVIEW 2017-18

 INJURED

PROJECTED LINES

H
A

R
R

Y
 H

O
W

/G
E

TT
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S

THE KINGS TURN back the clock 
on an aging roster, stay healthy 
all year and go on to win their 
third Stanley Cup in seven sea-
sons, joining Pittsburgh (three 
in nine seasons) and Chicago 
(three in six seasons). We’ll all 
ask again: a modern-day dy-
nasty? But how do we get there 
from here, especially when 
“here” means a second sea-
son out of the playoffs in three 
years? So much depends on the 
health of goalie Jonathan Quick, 
who turns 32 in January with a 
lot of wear and tear. He’ll have 
to play 60-plus games for the 
Kings to stay among the top 

A new game plan under 
coach John Stevens is sure to 

25th in scoring last season with 
Darryl Sutter. The Kings were 
great in terms of puck posses-
sion but lousy when it came to 
shooting percentage. It’s not 
likely Stevens will deviate much 
from Sutter since he served un-
der him as an assistant, so exe-
cution will become paramount. 
Tyler Toffoli is sure to rebound 
from a poor season and ap-
proach 30 goals again. And Mike 
Cammalleri, when healthy, is an 
excellent triggerman himself, 
especially on the power play.

LOS ANGELES REMAINED in the 
playoff hunt last season be-
cause 34-year-old Peter Budaj 
rose from the dead (and a cou-
ple seasons in the minors) to 
display solid goaltending in the 
face of doom. But he has moved 
on to Tampa Bay, and because 
of limited cap space, all Los An-
geles has in reserve of injury-
prone Quick are fringe stoppers 
Darcy Kuemper and Jeff Zatkoff. 
For either of them to do what 
Budaj did last year is not only 
unlikely, it’s unfathomable.

Also complicating mat-
ters is the fact the Kings have 
just three defensemen (Drew 
Doughty, Jake Muzzin and Alec 
Martinez) with more than 100 
games of NHL experience. Der-
ek Forbort was impressive as 
a rookie last season, averaging 
more than 20 minutes of ice 
time, and Christian Folin, Kevin 
Gravel and Paul LaDue showed 
promise in NHL spot duty. But 
that still leaves a lot to prove on 
the back end, especially if there 
are question marks between 
the pipes. Los Angeles is bank-
ing on bounce-back years from 
quite a few players. That’s a big 
ask when many of those play-
ers are on the back nine of their 
careers. A bad start could spell 
disaster for the Kings.

LOS ANGELES>
KINGS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

5

It’s probably just coincidence, but ADRIAN KEMPE was held 
out of the season finale last year, and for that reason he re-
tained his rookie status. He has two seasons of AHL experience.  

ROOKIE WATCH >

DREW
DOUGHTY

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 34/1

KEY DEPARTURES Ben Bishop, G; Brayden McNabb, D; Devin Setoguchi, RW; Matt Greene, D

LEFT WING

Tanner Pearson
Mike Cammalleri
Adrian Kempe
Kyle Clifford
Jordan Nolan

GOALIE

Jonathan Quick
Darcy Kuemper
Jeff Zatkoff

RIGHT WING

Tyler Toffoli
Dustin Brown 
Trevor Lewis
Jonny Brodzinski
Marian Gaborik 

CENTER

Jeff Carter
Anze Kopitar
Nick Shore
Nic Dowd
Andy Andreoff INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Drew Doughty
Alec Martinez
Paul LaDue
Christian Folin
Alex Lintuniemi

LEFT DEFENSE

Derek Forbort
Jake Muzzin
Kevin Gravel
Oscar Fantenberg
Kurtis MacDermid 
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THE COYOTES HAVE been assem-
bling an impressive collection 
of young scoring stars for the 

Domi in 2013 to Clayton Keller 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

ALL YOU NEED

that a lineup of young players 
-
-

-

Duclair or Strome or Crouse? 
-

-

ARIZONA>
COYOTES
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

6

CLAYTON KELLER turned pro after a stunning rookie season 
at Boston University. He’s a Calder candidate with the speed, 
moves and desire to make an immediate impact on a top line.

ROOKIE WATCH >

OLIVER
EKMAN-LARSSON

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 55/1

KEY DEPARTURES Mike Smith, G; Radim Vrbata, RW; Connor Murphy, D; Anthony DeAngelo, D; Alexander Burmistrov, C; Peter Holland, C; Josh Jooris, C

LEFT WING

Max Domi
Clayton Keller
Brendan Perlini
Lawson Crouse
Emerson Etem

GOALIE

Antti Raanta
Louis Domingue
Adin Hill

RIGHT DEFENSE

Niklas Hjalmarsson 
Luke Schenn
Adam Clendening
Kyle Wood
Joel Hanley

LEFT DEFENSE

Oliver Ekman-Larsson
Alex Goligoski
Jakob Chychrun
Kevin Connauton
Andrew Campbell

RIGHT WING

Anthony Duclair
Tobias Rieder
Jamie McGinn
Jordan Martinook
Christian Fischer

CENTER

Derek Stepan
Christian Dvorak
Dylan Strome
Nick Cousins
Brad Richardson INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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MAYBE NEW COACH Travis Green 
-

-

-

-
 

-
-

-
-

NEITHER MARKSTROM NOR -

-
-

-

-

-

-

VANCOUVER>
CANUCKS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

7

After two impressive seasons at North Dakota and a nine-
game NHL trial last spring, power winger BROCK BOESER will 
be full-time this year and soon become a go-to guy.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 100/1

KEY DEPARTURES Ryan Miller, G; Luca Sbisa, D; Drew Shore, C; Philip Larsen, D

LEFT WING

Daniel Sedin
Sven Baertschi
Loui Eriksson 
Nikolay Goldobin
Brendan Gaunce

GOALIE

Jacob Markstrom
Anders Nilsson
Thatcher Demko

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Chris Tanev
Erik Gudbranson
Troy Stecher
Alex Biega 
Philip Holm

LEFT DEFENSE

Alexander Edler
Michael Del Zotto
Ben Hutton
Patrick Wiercioch
Olli Juolevi

RIGHT WING

Markus Granlund
Brock Boeser
Sam Gagner
Anton Rodin
Derek Dorsett

CENTER

Henrik Sedin
Bo Horvat
Brandon Sutter
Alexander Burmistrov
Michael Chaput INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

BO
HORVAT
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YOU KNOW WHAT they say 
about all the distractions go-
ing on in Las Vegas. Can the 
Golden Knights pick up on that 
and use it to their advantage? 
It’s human nature for individu-
als and teams to play down to 
the level of their competition. 
Not intuitively, of course, but 
maybe it won’t always be the 
‘A’ game coming to town. Will 
visiting teams come into Vegas 
and think an 80-percent effort 
is good enough against a col-
lection of castoffs? If the NHL’s 
31st franchise, under coach 
Gerard Gallant, can execute on 

bring it night after night, maybe 

Marc-Andre Fleury has gone 
on runs in the past decade 
where he’s the best goalie in 
the league, regardless what the 
shot count is. He’s bound to do 
that again in Vegas, at least in 

Knights picked up some steady, 
reliable defensemen in the ex-
pansion draft – almost enough 
to staff two teams. So there are 
sure to be games when if Vegas 
can score just a couple of goals, 
it’ll be competitive for a full 60 
minutes. It’s not likely to hap-
pen every game, but that’s the 
best-case picture.

SINCE THE START of the NHL’s 
salary cap era in 2005-06, only 
one team has averaged fewer 
than two goals per game – 
the Buffalo Sabres, who did it 
twice, in 2013-14 and 2014-15. 
It would surprise no one if the 
Knights scored fewer than the 
150 and 153 goals Buffalo got 
in those two years. There’s not 

lineup. James Neal and Jona-
than Marchessault are the best 
bets to top 20 goals, but they 
could get 30 apiece and the 
team may still average fewer 
than two goals per game. 

Compounding Vegas’ bleak 
offensive outlook is the fact 
there’s more parity in the NHL 
than any previous era. The New 
York Islanders and Tampa Bay 
Lightning both had 94 points 
last season, yet missed the 
playoffs. Boston had 96 and 93 
the two seasons previous and 
missed the post-season. Los An-
geles won a Cup one year, then 
followed up with 95 points and 
didn’t make it. So 30 other NHL 
teams will look at the Golden 
Knights and know they have to 
get the full two points against 
them just to tread water. Forget 
the notion about Vegas distrac-
tions. Opponents will be lining 
up at the all-you-can-eat buffet.

VEGAS>
GOLDEN KNIGHTS
PAC I F I C

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

8

VADIM SHIPACHYOV isn’t eligible for the Calder Trophy at 
30, but he’s sure to be one of the best first-year players in the 
league. He’s more of a playmaker than a finisher.

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 200/1

LEFT WING

Jonathan Marchessault
David Perron
William Carrier
Teemu Pulkkinen
Brendan Leipsic

GOALIE

Marc-Andre Fleury
Calvin Pickard
Maxime Lagace

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Shea Theodore
Colin Miller
Deryk Engelland
Jon Merrill
Clayton Stoner

LEFT DEFENSE

Brayden McNabb
Jason Garrison
Nate Schmidt 
Luca Sbisa 
Griffin Reinhart

RIGHT WING

James Neal
Reilly Smith
Oscar Lindberg
Alex Tuch
Tomas Nosek

CENTER

Vadim Shipachyov
Cody Eakin
Erik Haula
William Karlsson
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare  INJURED

 MARC-ANDRE FLEURY 
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THE STARS HAVE as high a ceil-
ing as anybody. They’re just two 
years removed from leading the 
NHL in goals and winning the 
Central. They can blame last 
year’s shocking playoff miss on 

of long-term injuries that swept 
their forward corps, and both 

2017-18. On top of being back 
to full health, the Stars’ forward 
group gains free agent signees 
Alexander Radulov and Martin 
Hanzal. Radulov will get a shot 
with Jamie Benn and Tyler Se-
guin, forming one of the league’s 
truly elite lines, and Hanzal 
gives Dallas the luxury of play-
ing Jason Spezza on the wing if 
they want both in the top-six.

As for the crease woes, newly 
acquired Ben Bishop takes over 
as No. 1. Even if Bishop has oc-
casional health concerns and is 
exiting his peak years at 30, he’s 
an upgrade in net. The Stars’ 
young defense corps is worth 
getting excited about, especially 
if Julius Honka makes the team, 
but the blueline looked almost 
too young last year. Marc Meth-
ot, acquired from Vegas, could 
help. The Stars “won” the off-
season, look as improved as any 
team in the league and have the 
upside to win the Stanley Cup.

THERE’S A DOWNSIDE in Dallas, 
especially when it comes to 
Bishop. His .910 save percent-
age last season was his worst 
since he became a full-time 
starter in 2012-13, and his 
6-foot-7, 216-pound frame puts 
him in harm’s way a lot. He’s as 
injury-prone as any No. 1 goalie 
in the league. The Stars look 
good down the middle, but they 
don’t have much scoring depth 
on the wings. If a young player 
such as Brett Ritchie can’t step 
up and provide some secondary 
support, the team’s production 
could wind up very top-heavy, 
dependent on the powerhouse 

Also, does Methot really add 
as much as advertised? He’s a 
physical force and respected 
leader known for his positive 
presence in the dressing room, 
but the advanced stats suggest 
Erik Karlsson carried him in 
Ottawa. Dallas’ young blueline 
still looks promising, especially 
with No. 3 overall draft pick 
Miro Heiskanen joining the fray 
someday, but the group was ex-
posed last year and deserved a 
chunk of the blame for Dallas 

With Methot the only new face, 
might we see a repeat of the 
2016-17 debacle?

DALLAS>
STARS
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

1

JULIUS HONKA posted great possession numbers in his brief 
NHL call-ups and has the versatility and mobility to be the 
Stars’ best all-around defenseman within a couple years. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

TYLER
SEGUIN

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 15/1

KEY DEPARTURES Patrick Sharp, LW; Cody Eakin, C; Jiri Hudler, RW; Ales Hemsky, RW; Antti Niemi, G

LEFT WING

Jamie Benn 
Mattias Janmark
Antoine Roussel
Curtis McKenzie
Adam Cracknell

GOALIE

Ben Bishop 
Kari Lehtonen
Mike McKenna

RIGHT WING

Alexander Radulov 
Jason Spezza
Brett Ritchie
Tyler Pitlick
Brian Flynn

CENTER

Tyler Seguin 
Martin Hanzal
Radek Faksa
Devin Shore
Jason Dickinson INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

John Klingberg
Stephen Johns
Julius Honka
Greg Pateryn
Gavin Bayreuther

LEFT DEFENSE

Marc Methot
Esa Lindell
Dan Hamhuis
Jamie Oleksiak
Patrik Nemeth
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THE PREDATORS CAME within 
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

AFTER THAT STELLAR

-

NASHVILLE>
PREDATORS
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

2

PONTUS ABERG and Frederick Gaudreau made splashes 
during the run to the final yet retain Calder eligibility. Aberg, a 
speedy goal scorer, could land as high as the second line. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 13/1

KEY DEPARTURES James Neal, RW; Mike Fisher, C; Colin Wilson, LW; Marek Mazanec, G

LEFT WING

Filip Forsberg
Kevin Fiala
Scott Hartnell
Austin Watson
Cody McLeod

GOALIE

Pekka Rinne
Juuse Saros
Anders Lindback

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Ryan Ellis
P.K. Subban
Yannick Weber
Alexandre Carrier
Jack Dougherty

LEFT DEFENSE

Roman Josi
Mattias Ekholm
Alexei Emelin
Matt Irwin 
Anthony Bitetto

RIGHT WING

Viktor Arvidsson
Craig Smith
Pontus Aberg
Frederick Gaudreau
Miikka Salomaki

CENTER

Ryan Johansen
Nick Bonino
Calle Jarnkrok
Colton Sissons
Vladislav Kamenev INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

P.K.
SUBBAN
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STAN BOWMAN’S STROKE of 
salary-cap escape genius has 
become an annual tradition. 
As usual, the Hawks enter 
the year with key contribu-
tors gone. This time it’s Mar-
ian Hossa (equipment allergy), 
Artemi Panarin (trade), Niklas 
Hjalmarsson (trade), Johnny 
Oduya (free agency), Trevor 
van Riemsdyk (expansion), Bri-
an Campbell (retirement) and 
Scott Darling (trade). But the 
GM has always done a great job 

through shrewd acquisitions or 
promoting from within.

Is Connor Murphy, for exam-
ple, a big downgrade from Hjal-
marsson, or do fans just know 
less about Murphy because he 
was in Arizona? He’s six years 
younger and plays a similar 
gritty style. Chicago hopes to 
get a big rookie splash from 
OHL mega-scorer Alex DeBrin-
cat. He has Panarin-like skills, 
which is good with Panarin out 
and Brandon Saad in. Saad was 
a Hawk the last time they won 
the Cup. He brings speed, de-
fensive diligence and chemistry 
with Jonathan Toews. Patrick 
Sharp also returns, and if he 
can produce like a top-six wing-
er again, he’ll be the NHL’s best 
bargain at $800,000.

EVERY EMPIRE CRUMBLES even-
tually. It happened to the L.A. 
Kings in recent seasons. Toews 
and superstar Patrick Kane 
aren’t yet 30 and thus have 
prime years left, but workhorse 
blueliner Duncan Keith, usual 
partner Brent Seabrook and 
goalie Corey Crawford are ex-
iting their prime years in their 
early 30s. A decline in their 
skills is inevitable. There’s a 
ton of pressure on Keith and 
Seabrook to play elite hockey, as 
they’ve never had less help be-
hind them on the depth chart. 
Even if Murphy works out, mak-
ing him the team’s de facto No. 
3 is asking a lot for a guy who’s 
never seen a minute of playoff 
hockey. The rest of the blueline 
elicits shrugs: Michal Kempny? 
Jan Rutta? Michal Rozsival? 
Gustav Forsling? Each of them 
seems decent enough on a bot-
tom pairing, but now at least 
one has to play in the top four. 

Will Chicago also struggle 
to score in 2017-18? We can’t 
stress enough how important 
Panarin was to the offense. His 

-
duced more points than Saad’s 
best two. It’s a bit scary just how 
much the Hawks need Sharp to 
show he has something left and 
for DeBrincat to make the team.

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

ALEX DEBRINCAT’S range of outcomes is wide. At 5-foot-7 
and 165 pounds, the teenager may be too physically immature 
just yet – or his stellar skill could propel him to the Calder. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 22/1

KEY DEPARTURES Artemi Panarin, LW; Niklas Hjalmarsson, D; Marian Hossa, RW; Marcus Kruger, C; Trevor van Riemsdyk, D; Johnny Oduya, D; Scott Darling, G; Brian Campbell, D

LEFT WING

Brandon Saad 
Patrick Sharp
Ryan Hartman 
Lance Bouma
Tommy Wingels

GOALIE

Corey Crawford
Anton Forsberg
Jean-Francois Berube

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Brent Seabrook
Connor Murphy
Jan Rutta 
Michal Rozsival
Erik Gustafsson

LEFT DEFENSE

Duncan Keith 
Michal Kempny
Gustav Forsling
Ville Pokka
Jordan Oesterle

RIGHT WING

Richard Panik
Patrick Kane
Alex DeBrincat
John Hayden
Tomas Jurco

CENTER

Jonathan Toews 
Artem Anisimov
Nick Schmaltz
Tanner Kero
Vinnie Hinostroza INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL
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APPRENTICING MIKE YEO while 
keeping Ken Hitchcock as coach 
was an awkward arrangement. 

mid-season, they went 22-8-2 
under Yeo. Most encouraging 
was the change in goalie Jake 
Allen, who struggled so badly 

the Blues axed goalie coach Jim 
Corsi along with Hitchcock and 
Martin Brodeur took over as Al-
len’s shepherd, it was night and 
day. Allen was dominant the 

onwards. St. Louis becomes an 
-

line center this year in Brayden 
Schenn, and he should very 
much be an upgrade over Paul 

Vladimir Tarasenko, it could 

Louis also has a sneaky-danger-

torn ACL, Ivan Barbashev looks 

Kostin has a chance to make the 
team. The Blues have a steady 
group on ‘D,’ led by horses Alex 
Pietrangelo and Colton Parayko.

IT’S UNSETTLING JUST how much 

the bad version shows up again, 
the Blues end up back on the 

-

time management duty, with 
David Alexander coming up 

St. Louis also needs multiple 

-
pects as house money rather 
than counting on their produc-

latter category. They need a 

other than Tarasenko. No other 

the past three seasons. 
-

able contributors, Alexander 
Steen and Jay Bouwmeester, 

It’s already begun with Bou-
wmeester. St. Louis will also 

doesn’t like Parayko’s game, 

mammoth shot, he scored just 

ST. LOUIS>
BLUES
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

4

The D-corps doesn’t ooze offensive ability, but that changes if 
JORDAN SCHMALTZ cracks the lineup. He’s a slick puck-mover. 
Jake Walman and Vince Dunn will compete with him for a job. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 26/1

KEY DEPARTURES David Perron, LW; Jori Lehtera, C; Ryan Reaves, RW; Nail Yakupov, RW

LEFT WING

Jaden Schwartz
Alexander Steen
Robby Fabbri
Magnus Paajarvi
Zach Sanford

GOALIE

Jake Allen
Carter Hutton
Ville Husso

RIGHT WING

Vladimir Tarasenko
Ivan Barbashev
Dmitrij Jaskin
Beau Bennett
Chris Thorburn

CENTER

Brayden Schenn
Paul Stastny
Vladimir Sobotka
Kyle Brodziak 
Patrik Berglund INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE

Alex Pietrangelo
Colton Parayko
Jordan Schmaltz
Robert Bortuzzo
Nate Prosser

LEFT DEFENSE

Jay Bouwmeester
Joel Edmundson
Carl Gunnarsson
Jake Walman 
Vince Dunn

VLADIMIR
TARASENKO
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THE WILD ENJOYED their most 
successful regular season in 
Year 1 under coach Bruce Bou-
dreau, setting franchise records 
with 49 wins and 106 points. 
Mikko Koivu, Mikael Granlund 
and Jason Zucker form one of 
the league’s best two-way lines, 
supported by a 1B trio cen-
tered by Eric Staal and featur-
ing some combination of Nino 
Niederreiter, Charlie Coyle and 
Zach Parise. Forward depth is a 
major strength, and it’s about to 
get better. The Wild won’t sweat 
losing rental Martin Hanzal in 
the off-season, nor Erik Haula 
to Vegas, as the depth chart 
now has space for promising 
rookie centers Joel Eriksson Ek 
and maybe Luke Kunin.

No NHLer has logged more 
ice time than Ryan Suter since 
he joined the team in 2012. He’s 
still playing great at 32, fresh 

voting. He has an underrated 
‘D’ partner in Jared Spurgeon, 
and Matt Dumba has stepped 
up. In net, Devan Dubnyk is 

end starter. He ranks among the 
leaders in every major stat cat-
egory since joining the Wild in 
2014-15, and he’s a big reason 
why the team is poised to con-
tend again in the tight Central.

AS DEEP AS the Wild are, they 
didn’t have a 30-goal scorer 
last season. They lack an elite 
sniper and won’t have one until 
mega-prospect Kirill Kaprizov 
arrives, and his KHL contract 
isn’t up yet. Lacking that go-to 
gunner got them bounced by 
hot goalie Jake Allen and the 

spring. The rookies coming in 
raise the Wild’s ceiling but don’t 
guarantee success. They’re still 
rookies, after all, so it’s possible 
the team doesn’t evolve offen-
sively. The trade of defenseman 
Marco Scandella to Buffalo left a 
big hole in Minnesota’s top four. 
Adding Kyle Quincey and Ryan 
Murphy does not do enough to 
address it. 

The shallow defense corps 
should make Wild fans a bit 
nervous, especially in the vi-
cious Central Division, where 
any hint of weakness can get 
you bounced from the playoffs. 
Look at Dallas, who missed last 
season after winning the divi-
sion the year prior. The Wild 
can’t afford to regress with the 
Stars making major off-season 
upgrades and the young Jets 
likely to keep improving. Both 
of those teams will threaten to 
return to the playoffs and steal 
someone else’s spot.

MINNESOTA>
WILD
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

5

JOEL ERIKSSON EK was good enough to stick last year but 
returned to Sweden for playing time. This year, he’ll make an 
impact as the third-line center. He has a sneaky-lethal shot. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

DEVAN
DUBNYK

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 23/1

KEY DEPARTURES Martin Hanzal, C; Jason Pominville, RW; Marco Scandella, D; Erik Haula, C; Alex Tuch, RW; Darcy Kuemper, G; Christian Folin, D; Jordan Schroeder, RW; Tyler Graovac, C

LEFT WING

Jason Zucker
Nino Niederreiter
Zach Parise
Marcus Foligno
Kyle Rau

GOALIE

Devan Dubnyk
Alex Stalock
Niklas Svedberg

RIGHT WING

Mikael Granlund
Charlie Coyle
Tyler Ennis
Chris Stewart
Kurtis Gabriel

CENTER

Mikko Koivu
Eric Staal
Joel Eriksson Ek
Matt Cullen
Luke Kunin INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Jared Spurgeon
Matt Dumba
Kyle Quincey
Ryan Murphy
Alex Grant

LEFT DEFENSE

Ryan Suter
Jonas Brodin
Gustav Olofsson
Mike Reilly
Zach Palmquist
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WITH PATRIK LAINE, Mark 
Scheifele, Nikolaj Ehlers and 
Blake Wheeler, the Jets have 

NHL in goals. Laine, Scheifele 
and Ehlers are still ascending. 

The Jets need Steve Mason to 

ABOUT THE ONLY 

goals in the league. Have the 

telage, the Jets have made the 

What if this incarnation of the 
Jets fails to take off under his 

WINNIPEG>
JETS
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

6

KYLE CONNOR’S 20-game flop was his first taste of any pro 
hockey. He merely needed AHL seasoning, and he lit it up 
there. The blazing skater is ready to rock with the Jets now. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

PATRIK
LAINE

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 35/1

KEY DEPARTURES Ondrej Pavelec, G; Paul Postma, D; Chris Thorburn, RW

LEFT WING

Nikolaj Ehlers 
Mathieu Perreault
Kyle Connor
Shawn Matthias
Matt Hendricks

GOALIE

Steve Mason
Connor Hellebuyck
Michael Hutchinson

RIGHT WING

Patrik Laine 
Blake Wheeler
Joel Armia
Marko Dano
Brandon Tanev

CENTER

Mark Scheifele 
Bryan Little
Adam Lowry
Nic Petan
Andrew Copp INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Jacob Trouba
Dustin Byfuglien
Tyler Myers
Tucker Poolman
Nelson Nogier

LEFT DEFENSE

Josh Morrissey
Dmitry Kulikov
Toby Enstrom
Ben Chiarot
Julian Melchiori
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ONLY THE MOST optimistic of Avs 
fans can envision a happy 2017-
18 season in Colorado. A suc-
cessful year won’t mean mak-
ing the playoffs but could mean 
certain things go right. Rookie 

a high-impact player if he can 
stick with the team. Maybe he 
does and challenges for the 
Calder Trophy. Mikko Rantanen 
led Colorado with 20 goals last 
season and will push for at least 
25 this year. General manager 
Joe Sakic signed Nail Yakupov 
and acquired Colin Wilson for 
relatively cheap, so maybe each 
player realizes some untapped 
potential. If enough of the for-
wards make strides, we can 

play to the ability that made him 
the No. 1 draft pick in 2013. He 

-
innon’s career-highs remain the 
24 goals and 63 points from his 
rookie year. He’s running out of 
excuses. Better contributions 
from his linemates would up his 
odds of a breakout.

The Avs did well drafting Cale 
Makar fourth overall in June, and 
any other big-talent assets they 
secure for their rebuild would 
be wins. Ideally, they trade Matt 
Duchene for a high-end pros-

IT’S DIFFICULT TO imagine the 
Avs doing worse than 2016-17, 
when they had 48 points, the 
fewest by any team in the sala-
ry cap era. It’s easy to imagine a 
similar season, though. On pa-
per, the roster looks worse than 
last year. Yakupov, Wilson and 
backup goalie Jonathan Bernier 
are Sakic’s biggest additions, 
whereas Colorado lost center 
Mikhail Grigorenko, defense-
men Francois Beauchemin and 
Patrick Wiercioch and goalie 
Calvin Pickard. The rest of the 
Central looks as vicious as ever, 
so the Avs will be the divi-
sion’s whipping boy again. 

If a Duchene trade hap-
pens and nets futures, that 
would temporarily weaken Col-
orado’s depth chart even more, 
nudging them toward Vegas in 
a battle for the best draft lottery 
odds. But that type of Duchene 
deal isn’t Colorado’s worst-case 
scenario. Trading him for good 
young prospects and suffering 
temporarily is the wise play. 
The disaster will be if the saga 
drags on all year and Sakic ends 
up dealing Duchene at a re-
duced cost. Once 2017-18 ends, 
Duchene has just a year left on 
his deal and might only fetch a 
rental price unless he signs an 
extension with his new team.

COLORADO>
AVALANCHE
C E N T RA L

BEST-CASE SCENARIO WORST-CASE SCENARIO

7

TYSON JOST plays a mature, NHL-ready game. He should 
stick with the Avalanche this year, and a Matt Duchene trade 
would land Jost on one of the top two lines. 

ROOKIE WATCH >

NATHAN
MACKINNON

STANLEY CUP ODDS | 125/1

KEY DEPARTURES Will Butcher, D; Francois Beauchemin, D; Mikhail Grigorenko, C; Calvin Pickard, G; Patrick Wiercioch, D; Rene Bourque, RW

LEFT WING

Sven Andrighetto
Gabriel Landeskog
Colin Wilson
Matt Nieto
A.J. Greer

GOALIE

Semyon Varlamov
Jonathan Bernier
Spencer Martin

RIGHT DEFENSE 

Erik Johnson
Tyson Barrie
Chris Bigras
David Warsofsky
Mason Geertsen

LEFT DEFENSE

Nikita Zadorov
Mark Barberio
Anton Lindholm
Andrei Mironov
Duncan Siemens

RIGHT WING

Mikko Rantanen
Nail Yakupov
J.T. Compher
Blake Comeau
Joe Colborne

CENTER

Nathan MacKinnon
Matt Duchene
Tyson Jost
Carl Soderberg
Alexander Kerfoot INDICATES NEW ARRIVAL



Hair Gro ia available at participating pharmacies, health food stores and online. 
For more information or to purchase directly, please visit our website or call: 1-877-696-6734.

Online shop
www.newnordic.ca

Promoting new hair 
growth with tocotrienols 

It is known that supplements can increase hair health and 
volume to some degree, but to fi nd a supplement that can 

increase hair growth strongly is rare. Still, this is what scientist 
are fi nding when studying palm oil extracts. 

A recent study was done at the University of Malaysia with 
38 people suffering from hair loss (alopecia).* They were 
told to take a palm oil extract containing a special ratio of 
“super-antioxidants” called tocotrienols, known to lower 
oxidation in the scalp and thus allow for better – and new - 
hair growth.The results were surprisingly good!

NEW natural ingredient    
produces 34% more 
hair in 8 months!
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THE STUDY RESULTS
Researchers studied an area of the scalp 
equal to 2x2 cm and counted the hairs at the 
beginning of the study, at 4 months and at 8 
months. At the end of the study, the participants 
on the tocotrienol supplement had gained 34.5% 
more hair or an increase in average hair count 
from 285 to 383 hairs. Most of the group showed 
increases of 10-25%, but 40% of the group had 
more than 50% increase in hair growth. And only 
one person did not have any results.

Hair Gro is a Swedish hair capsule 
that nourishes your hair from the inside. 
Hair Volume is produced by New Nordic, 

the n°1 supplier of natural health 
products in Scandinavia.

*Tropical Life Sciences Research 2010 “Effects of Tocotrienol Supplementation on Hair Growth in Human Volunteers”, Beoy, Woeiet Hay, 
University Sains Malaysia. To make sure this product is right for you, always read the label and follow the instructions. Results may vary. 
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JUST BEFORE Klim Kostin was 
about to have one of the lon-
gest nights of his life, the tal-
ented Russian power forward 

was adamant 
about where 
he was going to 
play this season. 
“NHL,” he said.

Failing that, 
the teen said through his transla-
tor (and agent) Dan Milstein that 
the AHL was the next option. “I 
want to play with older players,” 
Kostin said. “To learn from them 
and develop my game.”

Now a member of the St. Louis 

Blues organization, Kostin will 
likely do so with the Chicago 
Wolves, the AHL team that St. 
Louis is splitting with Vegas this 
year. The Blues have been follow-
ing Kostin for two years, track-
ing him at international tourna-
ments as well as back in Russia. 
Kostin missed most of last season 
due to shoulder surgery, but the 
Blues had already seen him mul-
tiple times early in the campaign. 
Some teams had concerns over 
the shoulder, or the “Russian 
Factor,” but St. Louis snapped up 

-

quired in the deal that sent Ryan 
Reaves to Pittsburgh. 

Kostin had to wait the entire 
Friday evening before hearing 
his name called, but that’s all pro-
logue now. With Moscow Dynamo 
releasing him (and others) from 

woes, the path was clear to come 
to North America. Though he 
could play junior – WHL Kootenay 
owns his rights – Kostin has never 
shown any interest in that route, 
and the Blues like what they 
saw at development camp. “He 
has a great combination of size, 
speed and strength,” said Blues 
assistant coach Daniel Tkaczuk. 
“I didn’t realize how powerful he 
was until we got on the ice with 
him in some puck battle drills. He 
pretty much drove (development 
coach and former NHL defense-
man) Barret Jackman right off his 
skates on one drill.”

Kostin has already dealt with 
adversity. While the shoulder 
surgery was a downer, he’s not 
letting it hinder his development. 

“But I worked extremely hard to 
get back into shape. I’m at 100 
percent now and ready to play in 
the NHL (this) season.”

Kostin grew up in Penza, a 
centuries-old fortress city about 
350 miles southeast of Moscow. 
His parents own a butcher shop 
there, but by age 12 his hockey 
career was ready for a bigger 
challenge. He moved to Moscow 
and lived with his grandmother 
in order to play for the legendary 
Dynamo program, where he was 
still toiling last season.

Kostin played many sports 
growing up. After hockey, his sec-
ond-favorite sport was boxing. In 
fact, his cousin is a pro middle-
weight and the two train together 
in the summer. Inevitably when 
European players come to North 

-

With Kostin’s 6-foot-3 frame and 
boxing background, that might 
not be the best idea – especially 
since he’d be happy to surprise 
them with his skills in that area. 
“For sure,” he said. “Absolutely.” 

BY RYAN KENNEDY

Kostin nearly fell out of the first round after shoulder surgery,  
but his draft slide didn’t diminish his NHL expectations

WAITING IS THE 

HARDEST PART

Kostin is coming over  
for his first season  

in North America with 
big-league ambition.
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That’s the drive that has pow-
ered Gourde from an undrafted 

one who earned every penny 
of a two-year, one-way contract 
worth a total of $2 million from 

-
ter three seasons in the Quebec 

-
ticeship in the AHL – plus a cou-
ple of stints in the ECHL – the 

of time,” said Gourde, who had 

to be consistent every day at this 
level, that’s when you know you 

Gourde’s wrap-up with Tampa 

season – and then he tore it up 

-

Gourde has the speed and play-

and ability to stoke opponents’ 

what separates him from other 

of his role as a top-six forward in 

a real threat on the penalty kill, 

-

EVEN ON THE beach in Hawaii, 
Yanni Gourde could hear the 

the next batch 
of unheralded 

from the distant 

was one of those players just a 

So Gourde did what he does 

hours of daily sunrise workouts 
-

don’t want to fall back,” Gourde 

TRAVIS SANHEIM 
PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 
The talented defenseman was a driver 
for Lehigh Valley, ranking second in 
offense among Phantoms D-men and 
using his mobility to his advantage. 
The Flyers have a lot of competition 
for blueline roles, but he’s at the head 
of the pack.

JULIUS HONKA 
DALLAS STARS 
The mobile, offensive blueliner got a 
16-game taste with the Stars, but his 
apprenticeship with AHL Texas should 
be done. Honka’s game is tailor-made 
for today’s NHL and a more settled 
defense corps in Dallas will help him 
along the way. 

KYLE CONNOR 
WINNIPEG JETS 
Still Calder-eligible, Connor saw 20 
games with the Jets, but the fast 
and skilled forward did most of his 
damage with Manitoba. He and Jack 
Roslovic were the Moose’s top scorers 
and both have earned more time with 
the big club. 

EVGENY SVECHNIKOV 
DETROIT RED WINGS 
The Red Wings are starving for talent 
and Svechnikov would bring a nice 
injection of size and skill. The big 
Russian helped Grand Rapids win 
the Calder Cup last season and his 
willingness to work hard and learn fits 
in any lineup.

DANNY O’REGAN 
SAN JOSE SHARKS 
The AHL’s highest-scoring rookie 
last season, O’Regan is a smart and 
talented center who also has some 
serious wheels. As opportunities open 
up in San Jose, he will have the best 
chance to cash in on a roster spot 

Gourde makes up for his lack of 
size with a blend of talent and 
tenacity that should see him earn 
full-time duty with the Lightning.

READY FOR
THE SHOW
Here are five kids who spent last year 
in the AHL, but are now NHL-ready

BY LINDSAY KRAMER

Lightning hopeful Gourde didn’t take the summer off,  
not even when he was on vacation in Hawaii

RISE AND SHINE

ON THE BEACH 
 TRAVIS SANHEIM 
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YOU CAN’T MISS Juuso Valimaki 
when he’s on the ice. Whether 
he’s moving the puck out of his 
own end or jumping up into the 
rush to contribute offensively, the 
Calgary Flames prospect is seem-

ingly always involved in the play.
Valimaki scored 19 goals and 

61 points in 60 games with the 
Tri-City Americans last season, 
an impressive output that was 
good for seventh among WHL 

defensemen. The knock on the 
2017 16th overall pick is a lack 
of physical play. Valimaki has the 
size at 6-foot-2 and 204 pounds, 
but he isn’t likely to run anyone 
over despite playing in the ram-
bunctious WHL. As he heads into 
his third season in Tri-City, the 
native of Nokia, Finland, under-
stands he needs to tidy up his 
defensive game – and ramp up 
the roughhousing – to have suc-
cess at the next level. “Battling 
in front of the net, boxing out 
opponents, and my gaps can be 
better,” Valimaki said. “I like to 
play with the puck, set up my 
teammates, jump into the rush, 
shoot the puck a lot and stay 

solid on the defensive end.”
On top of representing Fin-

land at the World Junior Summer 
Showcase – an event that serves 

as an audition 
for the 2018 WJC  
– the 18-year-
old’s off-season 
also included 
a stop in Cal-

gary. Valimaki participated in 
the Flames’ development camp, 
signed his entry-level contract 
and got a peek at the club’s de-
fensive depth, which boasts the 
likes of Mark Giordano, T.J. Bro-
die, Travis Hamonic and Dougie 
Hamilton – a group from which 
Valimaki hopes to soak up as 
much as he can. “They know how 
to develop good defensemen 
there,” he said. “I can learn a lot 
from those guys.” 

Valimaki also had an oppor-
tunity to learn from former NHL 
rearguard Sami Salo, an assistant 
coach with the Finnish under-20 
team. “(He) does the little things 
right, keeps everybody in check, 
he’s a true leader and obviously 
a very good defenseman,” Salo 
said. “He plays hard in our end, 
joins the rush and makes really 
good offensive plays as well.” 

Valimaki models his game af-
ter the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
Victor Hedman and projects to 
be a top-pairing, puck-moving 
blueliner at the NHL level. To get 
there, he just needs to get stron-
ger. “Obviously training is a big 
part,” Salo said. “To jump to the 
NHL is going to be big, but he 
has a good attitude and wants 
to improve every day, so I don’t 
see any hurdles for him to not to 
make the jump to the NHL.” 

BY DHIREN MAHIBAN

The Flames’ first-rounder has all kinds of talent,  
but Valimaki needs to add an edge to his game

WHEN THE GOING

GETS TOUGHER 

POINT THE WAY
There’s no question about Valimaki’s 
offensive upside, given his puck skills 
and power play production. 

CASEY MITTELSTADT
Served notice at the World 

Junior Summer Showcase in Michigan 
that he’s got serious moves. 

EELI TOLVANEN
Went to the KHL when his 

NCAA plans fell through and scored a 
hat trick in his debut for Jokerit.

ADAM FOX  
Will be Team USA’s most 

important defenseman at the world 
juniors, which he proved at the WJSS.

WANT THE INSIDE SCOOP ON PROSPECTS? CHECK OUT RYAN KENNEDY’S WEB COLUMN AT THN.COM/PROSPECTNEEDTOKNOW



THE STRAIGHT EDGE
WITH RYAN KENNEDY    @THNRYANKENNEDY
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AS THE CLOCK struck midnight on Aug. 15, a 
number of ex-college players became unre-
stricted free agents. Two of the most promi-
nent were Will Butcher and Alex Kerfoot, 
both of whom had been drafted by NHL 
teams – Butcher by Colorado, Kerfoot by 
New Jersey. But they decided not to sign with 
those franchises right away. That gave them 
the chance to be courted by every other team 
in the league.

Butcher ended up signing in New Jersey, 
citing coach John Hynes as a big factor. The 
defenseman also liked the idea of getting 
pucks up to talented forwards such as Nico 
Hischier, Taylor Hall and Travis Zajac in the 
coming years. Perhaps most importantly, he 
got to pick his organization, and in the Dev-
ils, he sees a franchise that caters to devel-
opment. “They can take a young guy like me 
and put me in places to succeed, rather than 

And Butcher’s path is not new. Jimmy 
Vesey did this before when he spurned 
Nashville for the New York Rangers, as did 
Kevin Hayes, who also joined New York even 
though he was drafted by Chicago.

Because of players like Vesey and Hayes, 
there are fans out there who believe the NHL 

veteran Brandon Dubinsky even took to Twit-
ter to bemoan the issue, though he’s a major 
junior grad himself. The collective bargain-
ing agreement states that college players can 
wait out their draft teams, so no one is doing 
anything wrong here – at least by the letter of 
the law. But is it an issue worth addressing? 

recent drafts (2010 to 2012) to see how 
many college-bound players signed with 
the teams that drafted them. I did not count 
players who were supposed to go NCAA but 
switched to junior, but those players (Jack 
Campbell, Jarred Tinordi, etc.) signed with 
their draft teams, anyway. The result? There 
were 38 kids who signed with their draft 

teams and two – Hayes and Samuel Kurker 
(St. Louis) – who did not. 

Now, it’s important to note Butcher and 
Kerfoot were late-round picks, which adds 
some complexity to the situation. Obviously 
they were projects when they were drafted, 
and it is tough for the Avs and Devils to watch 
these kids grow into potential pro talents for 
years without reap-
ing the rewards.

On the other 
hand, players from 
major junior or Eu-
rope go through this 
all the time as well. 
Sometimes it’s play-
er-based, like when 
goaltender Frederik 
Andersen spurned 
Carolina, prompting 
him to be redrafted 
by Anaheim two 
years later. Some-
times it’s team-
based, like when 
Colorado punted on 

Conner Bleackley, allowing St. Louis to draft 
the young center in 2016. (Jarret Stoll was 
also drafted twice – by Calgary and Edmon-
ton, no less!) And for those of you who think 
the Rangers get everyone, they actually lost 
defenseman Ryan Mantha to free agency 
when the OHLer signed with Edmonton after 
failing to come to terms with New York.

I’m not sure why the NCAA cases get more 
press, but here we are. I would speculate that 
it was mid-August, with nothing going on in 
the hockey world, but we’ve also been talking 

about Butcher for months (NCAA champion-
ships and last-place NHL clubs will do that). 
Perhaps it’s because the level of competition 
in U.S. college dictates that younger players 
have a tougher time racking up points, com-
pared to major junior, so the spotlight doesn’t 
shine on a player such as Butcher until he 
truly breaks through, as the Denver defense-
man did in his junior campaign.

And hey: sometimes you just lose a guy. 
Hockey is a business, and plenty of teams 
have mercilessly cut or waived players due 
to age or durability or any other number of 
reasons. There can be only some hurt feel-
ings here.

Some teams have made sure they got their 
NCAA gems by going the extra mile. The 
Flames, for example, whisked Johnny Gaud-
reau off to the NHL in a private jet as soon 
as his Boston College career ended. Heck, 
they even signed his buddy Bill Arnold and 
put him on the plane, too. I’m not saying the 

Avalanche and Devils failed – and we know 
Nashville did everything it could before re-
luctantly trading Vesey’s rights to Buffalo 
(sorry, Sabres) – but I am saying nearly every 
situation is different and various outcomes 
should be expected.

So don’t be afraid of your team’s NCAA 
prospects. Despite what the headlines may 
tell you, those kids almost always report – 
just like other hockey players.

And don’t feel too bad for Colorado – they 
ended up signing Kerfoot. 

WHERE THERE’S A WILL, 
THERE’S A WAY
When the Avs lost blue-chipper Butcher as a UFA, there was league-wide grumbling 
(outside of New Jersey) about the NCAA ‘loophole.’ Is there a problem worth fixing?

DEAL WITH DEVILS
Despite playing for 

NCAA Denver, Butcher 
opted for New Jersey 

over Colorado. 
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THE BROMIDE “too many cooks spoil the broth” was not the case at the 
-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
If You Can’t Beat ‘Em In The 

Alley -

-

-
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CONN, WE 
CAN’T START 
THE SEASON 

WITH A BUNCH OF 
RANK AMATEURS 

LIKE THIS
– Colonel John Hammond

TWO MANAGERS,  
JUST ONE CAMP
The Rangers inaugural season was a smash hit 
thanks to the efforts of two iconic GMs and a  
meddling team president who knew better

NOT ONE TO SETTLE
Patrick, right, was brought in by  
Hammond to reshape the Rangers 
before they even played a game.
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CROSSWORD
ACROSS
 1 Calgary’s WHA team
 4 Pat Quinn often enjoyed one
 7 Non-contenders, ___-rans
 8 Uses one’s stick illegally
 10 Brantford’s old OHL team
 12 Drafted first overall by the Habs in 1969, 
  he later became their GM
 13  Harry ___ coached in the NCAA, WHA and NHL
 14 ‘Foxy’ coached Gordie and his sons
 18 According to GM George McPhee, 
  ‘Las Vegas will be a ___ hockey town’
 19 Molson makes it
 20 The first Finnish goalie to hoist the Cup
 21 Does what the NHL did in 1967

DOWN
 1 Pictured, he wears the ‘C’ in Beantown
  2 No longer effective: 2 words
  3 Owen ___ is home to the OHL’s Attack
  4 Emile ‘The ___’ ___ coached the 
  Rangers and Blues
  5 Skin rash that ended some careers
  6 Backup
  9 He’s penned several hockey books, 
  including Tropic of Hockey
 11 Leafs great who was the subject of 
  another book by 9 Down
 12 Home of the Aeros of the WHA and AHL
 15 He netted 36 goals for Jets in his rookie season
 16 ___-Habs was once a huge rivalry
 17 Brawl, ___-for-all

BY LARRY HUMBER

GUESS
WHO!

CLUE #1

“I rank among the top 30 NHL defensemen  
of all-time in career points with 647.”

CLUE #2

“I had a career-high 83 points and captured 
the Norris Trophy with Pittsburgh in 1980-81.”

CLUE #3

“I coached the Anaheim Ducks to their first 
and only Stanley Cup in 2006-07.”

SOLUTION: ACROSS 1. COWBOYS, 4. CIGAR, 7. ALSO, 8. BUTT-ENDS, 10. ALEXANDERS, 12. HOULE, 13. NEALE, 14. BILL DINEEN, 18. TERRIFIC, 19. BEER, 20. NIEMI, 21. EXPANDS 
DOWN 1. CHARA, 2. WASHED UP, 3. SOUND, 4. CAT FRANCIS, 5. GUNK, 6. RESERVE, 9. DAVE BIDINI, 11. DAVE KEON, 12. HOUSTON, 15. LAINE, 16. NORDS, 17. FREE

GUESS WHO ANSWER: 
RANDY CARLYLE

6544321

1

87

109

10

111

1312

17116

161514

17

1918

1

2120

MARC-ANDRE FLEURY  |  VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTSBEHIND  
THE

MASK
Between the glitz and glamor of The Strip and the 
Golden Knights imagery, it was impossible to screw 
up the first goalie mask in Vegas franchise history. 
Fleury and artist Stephane Bergeron have delivered 
a knockout. On one side: an armored knight riding 
a horse. On the other: a Spartan-style warrior and a 
glimpse at Sin City’s iconic structures, most notably 
the “Welcome to Las Vegas” sign. – MATT LARKIN

SAME AS IT EVER WAS
The Hockey News, Dec. 10, 1999

We are dazed by some of 
the hits that are causing 

trauma these days. Players 
absorb what appears to be 

totally clean contact and 
don’t get up.

– Jay Greenberg

LINES WE’D  

LIKE  
TO SEE

JARED
BOLL

JARED
STAAL

THE MISTAKEN IDENTITY LINE

JARRET
STOLL



THE LAST WORD
WITH KEN CAMPBELL    @THNKENCAMPBELL
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GOOD CITIZENS OF Vegas, the time is nigh. 
Before you know it the era of big-league ice 
hockey – or as we like to call it, hockey – will 
be upon you. And, hoo boy, are you going 
to love this game. It possesses all the brute 
physicality of football, the grace, speed and 
individual brilliance of basketball and almost 

And since your only real connection to 
the NHL to this point has been in the form of 
Alexei Yashin and Radek Bonk, we thought it 
might be a good idea to provide you with a 
few helpful tips to aid in your understanding 
and pleasure of this great game. We’re willing 
to bet (promise, that’s the last time we’ll use 
this lame pun. Ahh, who are we kidding? No, 

1. Have an ample stash of hard liquor on 

hand at all times

Because as wonderful as this game is, 
those who run it will occasionally make de-
cisions that will drive you to drink. At some 
point, probably sooner rather than later, one 
of your beloved Golden Knights is going to be 
on the receiving end of some kind of gratu-
itous cheap shot that will leave him on the in-
jured list and you’ll be looking to the league 
for an appropriate penalty. It will be then 
that you’ll see a video narrated by the dulcet 
tones of player safety director Patrick Burke 
saying something like: “What elevates this hit 
to the level of supplemental discipline is the 
fact that the hole through the boards matches 
the body of Player ‘A’ and the fact that Player 
‘B’ began his pursuit of Player ‘A’ in the state 
of Oregon. This is boarding. This is not a 
hockey play. As a result, the Department of 
Player Safety has suspended Player ‘B’ for the 

$4,389 that Player ‘B’ forfeits will go to the 
Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund.”

2. Learn the Canadian national anthem

You’ll likely be hearing it a lot more than 
you have in the past, so please take note. 
The rendition that lounge lizard Dennis K.C. 
Parks offered prior to a CFL game in 1994 – 

you know the one, “With growing hearts, we 
see thee rise, the true and strong and free!” 
– was actually O Tannenbaum, not O Canada.

3. If you know what offside is, explain it 

to your friends

fathom, however, will come some time in 
December when Vadim Shipachyov scores 
with three seconds remaining to give the 
Golden Knights a 3-2 win to snap a 
seven-game losing streak. Just after 

by the PA announcer that the play 
is under review, and it will later be 
called back because it was found that 
the linesman missed the fact Shi-
pachyov’s DNA preceded the puck 
over the blueline. Also, it’s “offside,” 
not “offsides,” as NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman called it several times 
during his state-of-the-union address 

quite mind-boggling, when you really 
think about it.) And while we’re at it, 
it’s a sweater, not a jersey; a dressing 
room, not a locker room; and a game 
summary, not a boxscore.

4. Know your Golden Knights

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and Jon-
athan Marchessault are Golden Knight 
wingers, not part of the Cirque de So-
leil cast. Gerard Gallant is not one of 
Celine Dion’s backup singers. Calvin 
Pickard is not a country music star. 
Clayton Stoner was not acquired to celebrate 
the recent legalization of cannabis in Nevada. 
Luca Sbisa is not a member of The Four Ten-
ors. You might be wondering who this David 
Clarkson guy is and why he’s making more 
money than anyone else on the team despite 
the fact that you never see him, but don’t 
worry about that. If you ever bump into him, 
make sure you thank him for his part in your 
team getting Nick Suzuki, who might be the 
steal of the 2017 draft.

5. Hockey is not basketball

Shortly after the Hartford Whalers moved 
to Carolina, coach Paul Maurice’s wife was 
sitting in the stands and overheard fans who 
were frustrated with this idiot coach who 

make some good plays, only to be pulled off 
the ice after about a minute. In reality, the 
three-minute shift went out with leisure 
suits and Phil Esposito. Later that year when 
the Toronto Maple Leafs were visiting, Leaf 
equipment man Brian Papineau was sharp-
ening skates when he was asked whether 
the Leafs would be holding a “skate around” 
that morning. “Nope,” said Papineau without 
looking up from his work, “just a skate.”

6. This is going to take some time

make the playoffs within three years and 
win the Stanley Cup in six. But Foley is not 
exactly a hockey expert, by virtue of the fact 
he talked about playing “shiny hockey” as a 
kid. No post-1967 expansion team has won 
the Cup quicker than the seven years it took 

the Philadelphia Flyers, an organization Fol-
ey claims already trails the Golden Knights in 
ticket revenue. The New York Islanders did it 
in eight years, after acquiring Denis Potvin, 
Clark Gillies, Bryan Trottier, Ken Morrow, 

drafts. It’s really, really hard to win the Stan-
ley Cup, and it will take a lot more than an 
awesome logo and an owner who can afford 
to spend $500 million on an expansion team 
to skirt that process. 

HOW TO WATCH HOCKEY 
IN THE DESERT
Who are the Golden Knights? What’s an offside? Is hockey basketball? 
Here’s an ever-so-helpful guide for rookie NHL fans in Las Vegas
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YOUR ICEPERIENCE®

IS WAITING.

Your own outdoor NiceRink for a lifetime of Frozen Memories.

NiceRink components make it easy, affordable and quick.

From the strongest liners for your money, to engineered brackets 

with complete deep water support, lightweight molded sideboards 

and so much more — in short, here’s everything you need for your ODR.

We’re hockey players engineering ODR components for hockey players. 

Here for you since 1991.   1-888-NICERINK   NiceRink.com



Any sports car can post an impressive  

0–100 km/h time on a good surface. But 

with Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel 

Drive and Vehicle Dynamics Control, 

the Subaru WRX isn’t just any sports car. 

So we tested it on the toughest, most 

slippery surfaces we could think of: gravel, 

runway foam, banana peels, and even a 

road that’s half sand and half snow.

See all the tests at Subaru.ca/0-100WRX 

WRX VS  

HALF SAND / HALF SNOW


