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The Dakar Rally is still

in full swing, but back in

Blighty we have another

adventure test at the front

of our minds as Honda’s

reborn Africa Twin takes

on its key rivals in MCN’s

world first group test. With

winter finally starting to

bite MCN gathered together

KTM’s 1190 Adventure R,

Triumph’s Tiger 800XCx

and the class-leading BMW

R1200GS and set off for

the south west in a bid to

see if the new Honda can

measure up to all the hype.

Turn to page 14.

THE WORLD   
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A tidal wave of new legislation is
having a massive impact on new 
bikes, making exhausts bigger, 
engines cleaner, and keeping 
noise levels low enough that your 
grumpy neighbour won’t glare at 
you. Is it the death knell for bikes, 
or a lifeline? MCN investigates.

EUROFIGHT P22

ADVENTURE BATTLE

FIRST TEST Most bone-shaking, hard-tail
customs are built for their bling appeal
and reach stratospheric price tags. Not so 
the new Sinnis Heist, a 125 for the style-
conscious urbanite. Of course, you might 
want a little more posterior suspension 
than seat springs for our pothole-ridden 
roads, but if you want to stand out from 
the crowd, this will do you proud.

Heist won’t

break bank
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48
Didn’t get what you 

really wanted for 

Christmas? Too many 

comedy ties and 

musical socks? Don’t 

despair – check out 

our 10-page products 

special, and get what 

you actually need.

WHAT EURO4 
REALLY MEANS



11 pages packed with advice

MCN GARAGE
OWNING & FIXING

50

10,000-mile
gloves test

Tracer makes
winter fun

�TESTED

Get the best kit
for your cash

48

47

51

Great concepts 
that never delivered

#MCNwednesday

Ian Hutchinson is aiming

high for the 2016 TT

‘I want to win all the 
races at the TT. I’ve 
done it before and 
there’s no reason I 

can’t do it again ’

EYEWITNESS
ARNIE MAKES 
A FAT BOY FLY

CAFE-COOL
BUILD THE DREAM

P12

It’s one of the more memorable bike chases 
ever burnt to celluloid, as a monosyllabic 
Arnold Schwatzenegger chases the young 
Honda-mounted John Connor on a Harley Fat 
Boy, before leaping it into a flood drain.
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Go on, admit it – you want a café racer in your 
garage. Maybe not as your only bike, but you 
still want one. And it’s never been easier, or 
more affordable, to build your own. You find 
the donor bike, and British firm Café Racer 
Kits will provide all the parts you need to 
transform it into a retro work of art – all for as 
little as £2000 fully built.

BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Honda CBR600F £1800
SELLER SAYS: 2000, X-plate, 24,000 

miles. In excellent condition, first of 
the F4 generation of bikes, full service 

history, carbs just cleaned, new battery, 
chain, fuel pump and filters.

MCN SAYS: One of the best road bikes 
ever made, its a great commuter and 

weekend scratcher. Big value for money. 15,176 bikes for sale

P52
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S
uzuki’s replacement for the
Hayabusa could end up look-
ing similar to the Concept GSX
shown at the recent Tokyo
Show but according to insid-

ers the firm is still wrestling with the
styling of the new bike.

What is more certain is that Suzuki
are already well underway with the
development of a new Hayabusa to
replace the ageing current model. It’s
believed that the new machine is still at
least another two years away – which
could see its arrival coincide with the
Busa’s 20th anniversary in 2018/9. The
timing is also being driven by the need
for all new bikes sold in Europe from
2017 to meet strict new Euro4 regula-
tions (see a full explanation on page 20).

Insiders suggests that engineer-
ing elements of the new bike are well
advanced, with a continuation of the
large-capacity, high-power ethos of the
current bike, but with new technology
such as variable valve timing to help
boost power and control emissions.

The Hayabusa is coming
MCN’s factory source revealed that:
“A lot of work has already been done
at Suzuki for the replacement of the
new Hayabusa but right now there
isn’t a perfectly clear idea of how the
finished bike will look.

“The GSX Concept presented in
Tokyo is one idea of what the bike might
evolve to look like but this is just one
idea and a lot more work will be done
before the final decision is made. The
Hayabusa has to be changed because
the current bike cannot meet Euro4 but
this concerns the engineering rather
than the styling.”

The GSX Concept was presented
at the Tokyo Motorcycle Show last

Concept GSX hints at direction as insiders confirm project exists
November last year, a bizarre crea-
tion crafted from Japanese paper and
presented with a mission statement
that read: “Concept GSX: a concept
object that encapsulates the potential
of the GSX series.

“Suzuki’s powerful, rider-friendly
inline-four engines deliver an out-
standing combination of fuel economy
and endurance. Their technologies
are reflected in numerous GSX-series
models including the GSX-R1000, the
Hayabusa and the GSX-S1000.

“The Concept GSX symbolises the
high-performance bikes that bear the
GSX name. It gives form to Suzuki’s
inline-four sportsbike-making spirit
and evokes a cocoon from which the
company’s future sportsbike models
will be born.”

What’s most telling about the
Concept GSX is both the fact it doesn’t
feature an ‘R’ in the title, and also that a
‘concept’ GSX-R1000 was subsequently
revealed which bore no resemblance
to the GSX model. It all adds strength
to suggestions that Concept GSX is a
replacement for the Hayabusa.

Suzuki GB’s General Manager Paul de
Lusignan commented: “The Hayabusa,
like the majority of machines in the UK
from all manufacturers at this time, is
compliant with Euro3 emission regula-
tions. Although the Euro4 regulations
come into force from January 2017 for
existing machines, manufacturers can
apply for an extension of up to two
years to continue selling Euro3 models.

“Details on which models may

FUTURE OF SPEED

By Andy Downes

SENIOR REPORTER

continue to be sold after January 2017 
are not currently confirmed.”

Will it be a turbo?
Probably not, although Suzuki have 
been blatant in their showing-off of 
forced induction projects – firstly 
with the Recursion concept which 
features a turbocharged 588cc parallel-
twin engine, and most recently at the 
Tokyo Show when they showed a static 
all-new mid-capacity turbocharged 
parallel-twin engine.

The rationale is to deliver greater 
performance from a smaller and lighter 
package, producing the power needed 
but with much lower emissions and 
fuel consumption.

But while Suzuki have openly dis-
cussed the possibility of new models 
featuring forced induction, there is 
no suggestion that Recursion is about 
to lead the charge. There have been 
some recent patents lodged covering 
the engine shown at the Tokyo Show 
when the company revealed an engine 
(minus a motorcycle it fits into) but this 
engine was almost completely different 
from the Recursion motor.

This latest engine is thought 
to be around 600cc but all 
Suzuki would confirm is that 
it’s a turbocharged, eight-valve, 
DOHC parallel-twin and that it’s 
production ready; we just don’t know 
what bike this is going to slot into at 
this point. 

But it seems unlikely that the
 Hayabusa will receive the turbo treat-
ment. Instead it will remain a large-
capacity naturally-aspirated inline-
four, while it seems likely that it will use 
the mechanical variable valve timing 
seen on the MotoGP bike and the new 
GSX-R1000 as revealed in MCN last 
Wednesday.

And there’s more
The Haybusa will be one of many 
more new Suzukis that are 
working their way through 
product development. 

W h e n  M C N  D e p u t y 
Editor Richard Newland vis-
ited the factory 18 months ago, 
Hiroyuki Nakai, Suzuki’s 
General Manager, Motorcycle 
Product Planning Department, 
promised that 30 new models 
would emerge over the coming 
five years. 

Comprising a mix of all-new 
models and updates, we have already 
seen the arrival of the V-Strom 650XT 
and G SX-S1000 duo and the unveil-
ing of the new GSX-R1000, while the 
VanVan 200 and naked SV650 will 
arrive in dealers imminently. That still 
leaves a rush of new models to come 
in the next three-and-a-half years.

The Concept 
GSX gives form to 
Suzuki’s inline-four 
sportsbike spirit

The GSX looks 

great on paper, or

is that in paper?

O
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The new Busa is part 

of a rush of new 

bikes promised 

from Suzuki

OR NEW HAYABUSA
HAYABUSA 
TIMELINE

The Hayabusa was 

launched to a very 

different world way back in 

1998, and it immediately claimed 

the mantle of ‘world’s fastest 

production bike’ from Honda’s 

Super Blackbird thanks to its 

huge 173bhp and wind-cheating 

aerodynamics. The bike quickly 

became an icon thanks to the 

top speed of 194mph (and tales 

of bikes hitting 200mph), while 

later models were restricted to 

‘just’ 186mph.

1998

First significant 

update saw the engine 

given an overhaul including 

revisions to the cylinderhead, 

fuel injection, pistons, new 

suspension, brakes and new 

exhaust to meet Euro3 regs. In 

some markets the GSX1300R 

name was dropped and the 

bike is just referred to as the 

Hayabusa. Other small revisions, 

such as Brembo monoblocs and 

ABS (2013) have followed.

2007

Busa mixes big bhp and big attitude
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Triumph have launched a limited
Black edition of their cracking top-of 
the-range naked middleweight Street 
Triple Rx, and it’s available now. The 
bike takes inspiration from its TT and 
Daytona 200-winning supersports 
sibling, the Daytona 675R and its 
heart is the 675cc, 12-valve triple, 
knocking out a punchy 105bhp and 
50ftlb, delivered via its close-ratio, 
six-speed gearbox and quickshifter. 

As with all Triumphs, the Black 
edition comes with an unlimited 
mileage, two-year factory warranty, 
while service intervals are every 
6000 miles, or one year, whichever 
is soonest. The Street Triple Rx Black 
is available now at £8599.

Mean new 
Street Triple 
Rx special

To the Retailer: Bauer Consumer Media 

Ltd will redeem this coupon at its face 

value provided that it has been taken 

in part payment for the 20/01/16 issue 

of Motorcycle News (MCN) magazine 

purchased between 20/01/16 and 

26/01/16. This voucher must be returned 

in settlement to your supplying wholesaler 

by 26/04/16.

To the Wholesaler: Please credit the 

retailer for a normal sale and forward 

both your claim and actual voucher(s) by 

the closing date of 26/07/16. Please make 

one claim to Bauer Consumer Media Ltd 

Coupon redemption PO Box 508, Leicester, 

LE94 0AL; making sure your claim 

identifies your offer. 

Hand this coupon over to your 
local newsagent to get 50p off 
your copy of Motorcycle News 
(MCN). This voucher is valid on 
the 20/01/16 issue, between 
20/01/16 and 26/01/16 whilst 
stocks last. This coupon has 
no cash redemption value and 
cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer. The voucher 
can only be redeemed once in a 
single transaction.

Get 50p off  
next week’s

SEE CLASS OF 2016
AT LONDON SHOW
Get your new bike fix at the cracking Carole Nash MCN Show

2016 is looking like a bumper year 
for new bikes. From a smattering of 
new cutting-edge sportsbikes to a 
rush of retro and naked machines 
it’s been a few years since we’ve had 
so many brand new bikes to admire 
and the Carole Nash MCN London 
Motorcycle Show on February 12-14 
is the perfect place to see them all 
in the metal.

SUZUKI GSX-R1000

HONDA AFRICA TWIN

YAMAHA MT-10

BMW G310R

KAWASAKI ZX-10R

YAMAHA XSR900

DUCATI 959 PANIGALE

?

PLUS
See a major new bike 

launched live at the show!

MCN has secured a fantastic 
scoop at this year’s London show 
with a new bike being revealed 
live at the event! Details of the 
machine are top secret. All we 
can reveal is that it’s a large-
capacity machine from one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers. 

The machine will be revealed 
on the Friday and be on display 
throughout the weekend.
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BMW SCRAMBLER
TRIUMPH 

EXPLORER 

TRIUMPH 

STREET TWIN

DUCATI 

MULTISTRADA

Save £££s, book advanced tickets - only £17. Visit: www.mcnmotorcycleshow.com

PLUS
Upgrade your ticket and 

bag an Oxford Tool Kit 
worth £15.99 for only 

£5.99 - saving £10!!* 
(collect at the show).

Advance tickets at £17.00 available until midnight 08.02.16. Details correct at time of going to press
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Triumph Scrambler
‘Out on the Pacific Coast Highway’

COOLEST BIKE

Gary the Vespa
‘I loved it and hated it’

FIRST BIKE

DAVIDHAREWOOD
BRITISH ACTOR ANDCONFIRMED BIKE NUT

Honda CBR300R
Looking for a lightweight A2

licence-friendly sportster? The

rather good CBR300R could fit

the bill, with a very low £300

deposit and just £69 per month.

Yamaha YZF-R125 ABS
Widely accepted as one of

the very best 125s on Earth,

you can get one for a measly

£67 a month, after an equally

affordable £876.25 deposit.

Kawasaki Z250SL
Got naked ambitions, but don’t

want the aggression of a big

single? How about a Z250SL, at

£59.03pm with £950 up front?

KTM 690 Duke R
Fancy the single life in 2016?

Well, you can’t get much more

nutty amusement than the new

690R – yours for a £1349.85 up

front and  £125.99pm thereafter.

New Year hit singles

£126/month

£67/month

£69/month

£59/month

PCP

PRAISE
BE FOR

Like a great deal? Head to

THE MCN GARAGE 43 

Former Homeland star on Gary the Vespa, crashing his Scrambler and Supergirl

‘I LOCKED UP THE FRONT
AND SLID DOWN THE ROAD’
Have you been riding long?

Yes, but it’s only recently that I’ve
had the time to actually ride a proper
motorcycle as the past few years have
been so busy with work. I’ve spent
a lot of the past six years working in
America and then nipping home to see 
the family as often as I can.

When did the passion start?

I grew up with bikers, my brother Paul
has always had bikes, and I’ve been
watching MotoGP for many years, I
think the racing is absolutely amazing. I
stayed away from bikes for a long time,
though, as my mother was terrified I
would kill myself but I think I’m just
about grown up enough now! A mate
had a Ducati 916 in North London and
I went out on the back of him for a
couple of days to get a feel for it. I found 
that a real buzz. After that I started 
riding a little Vespa scooter.

Did you ride the Vespa much?

Yes. I used it to get all over London for
jobs for years. I loved and hated it. I
called it Gary, and it continually let me
down because it had been completely
run into the ground. I need to put it out
of its misery really because I haven’t 

used it at all over the past couple of 
years while I was in the States.

But Gary didn’t put you off?

No, I just loved the speed and the thrill
even from the first moment of getting
onto a proper motorcycle. I remember
when I was going out to Stanstead to do
my Direct Access bike test and there
were a whole series of roundabouts on
the A12, and the lead instructor was
giving it some up front and I was loving
it and just tried to sit with him as close
as I could. I wasn’t at all scared. I just
knew I had to do this. The thrill and 
excitement were amazing.

Quite a few actors ride, don’t they?

I know James McAvoy and Benedict
Cumberbatch well, and we all did our
tests around the same time. I spoke
with James a little while ago and he
was saying his bike had been nicked.
He had a lovely Triumph Bonneville,
an old one, but went off to do one of
the X-Men films and then came back
to find it had been stolen. He went to
get another one and the insurance was
going to be something like £15,000 so
he got a little Honda runaround instead.
Benedict is just like me... he never
gets much time to ride at the moment 
because he’s always away filming.

Are you banned from riding bikes

during filming?

It depends on the bosses! Usually
they are OK, and getting around LA
is a nightmare in a car as the traffic is
so bad, so I got a Triumph Bonneville
Scrambler to ride out there, and had
that for quite a while. It was lovely.

But you don’t have it now?

No, I let it go – but it’s definitely the sort
of bike I’m interested in. It just made me
feel so cool riding that around Malibu.
Heading up the Pacific Coast Highway
was amazing. I’ve spent six months
of each year away from home for the
past two years, I’ve done five movies,
a couple of video games and Supergirl
will restart and run until March. I
ended up coming off the Scrambler
after a bunch of school kids stepped
out on a crossing and the car in front
did an emergency stop. It was dark
and the road was wet and I locked the
front wheel and slid down the road.
Thankfully I was OK and the bike was
pretty-much OK too, but it did knock
my confidence. But once Supergirl is
finished I’ll be back on the lookout for
something new to fill the gap left by the 
Scrambler. 
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THE NEW

ADVENTURE WEEK
18-24 JANUARY 2016

1. The promotion is open to UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residents aged 19 years or over (however, certain prizes require the winner to be aged 21 years or over and hold a full Category A licence). 2. To enter the draw, participants must book and complete a test ride on any Honda Adventure Motorcycle model during the competition period.

Participants may book a test ride either: i) via the Honda (UK) website at http://www.honda.co.uk/motorcycles/test-ride/choose-model.html;,or ii) directly through a HondaAuthorised Dealer.Participants should be aware that age and licence restrictions vary across the HondaAdventure Motorcycle model range.3.Only one entry is permitted per person.

4.The promotion opens at 09:00 GMT on 18 January 2016, and all Test Rides must be booked and taken by 23:59(GMT) on 29 February 2016. 5.There will be fifteen (15) winners. 6. Subject to age and licence restrictions, the winners will be able to select their own prize from the following two options: • 1 of 5 x Honda Adventure Centre Experience 

Day for one person(“Adventure Experience”); or • 1 of 10 x Dave Thorpe Off Road Centre Experience Day for one person (“Off Road Experience”). 7. For full terms and conditions please see the Honda (UK) website at www.honda.co.uk/motorcycles

Win a True Adventure

To celebrate the launch of the new Africa Twin, Honda are offering customers a chance to win 
a taste of adventure at either the new Honda Adventure Centre or the Dave Thorpe Off Road

Centre. To be in with a chance of winning, contact your local dealer between 18th-24th January 
and book a test ride on any Honda Adventure bike.
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SINNIS

‘If you want to cut

your teeth on

something that

sets you apart

from the crowd,

the Heist 125 won’t

disappoint’

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘American chop 

meets Chinese 125’

California dreaming

isn’t so easy when it’s

chucking it down, but

the 125 is good fun

MICHAEL NEEVE
SENIOR ROAD TESTER
michael.neeves@motorcyclenews
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t’s the most unlikely of collabora-
tions: American chop shop meets 
Chinese 125. The £2399 Sinnis 
Heist 125, complete with its hard 
tail and raked-out forks has been 
designed by the beards, turn-

ups and checked shirts of Cleveland 
Cycle Werks.

But any thoughts of cruising in 
warm Ohio sunshine on this funky 
learner are quickly brought back 
down to earth as the heavens open, 
seconds after leaving Sinnis dealers, 
Prime Factors Motorcycles in Redhill. 
Back to UK winter reality it is then. 

Sinnis have an impressively diverse 
model range and produce everything 
from 125cc and 250cc roadsters to 
supermotos, enduros, café racers, 
scramblers, cruisers, sportsbikes, 
retros and now this: 125cc, air-cooled, 
four-stroke, electric start chopper. 
There’s something for everyone.

Prices start as low as £1029 for the 
Max II 125 commuter machine, but 
the Heist is Sinnis’ most expensive 
125 (there’s also a £2699 250cc ver-
sion). But it’s no ordinary 125. You 
get that tubular steel hardtail chop-
per chassis, raked-out forks, wire 
wheels, front and rear disc brakes, 
a peanut fuel tank, performance air 
filter, solid ‘feet-forward’ footpegs, 
a sprung single seat and lots of nice 
little Cleveland custom details.

Weighing just 115kg the Heist 125 is 

light on the move and easy to paddle 
around. The 630mm seat is low, so 
even the shortest of us can get feet flat 
on the floor at a standstill. 

Although small and nimble, it rides 
like a ‘real’ custom chopper. Your feet 
and hands are right out in front of you 
and at walking pace the bars want to 
flop to the side, thanks to that raked-
out front. And at first it’s a strange 
sensation having a spring-loaded 
seat as your bum wiggles and bounces 
over bumps, but you soon get used to 
it. Even without rear suspension the 
Sinnis handles well enough. Despite 
the wet, the brakes don’t hold any 
nasty surprises. 

Sinnis source a number of engine 
parts from Suzuki and Yamaha, so 
the carburetted Heist 125 starts on the 
button and with its free-flowing air-

filter sticking out the side you hear the 
motor suck and growl on the throttle. 
It takes me right back my old K&N-
filtered MB-5 and AR80 when I was 
a spotty yoof. The Sinnis has enough 
power to keep up with town traffic 

and is smooth and easy to ride. Of 
course with just 12bhp, performance 
is limited but choppers are designed 
to cruise, anyway. 

There’s a lot of stigma surrounding 
the quality and durability of Chinese 
bikes – many were truly shocking 
when they first turned up on our 
shores. I won’t pretend the Sinnis is 
built like a Honda, but it’s not far off 
and if you buy from an experienced and 
reputable motorcycle dealer, who will 
PDI and look after it properly, you’re 
not going to encounter any big issues. 

Better still, the Heist 125 comes 
with a two-year parts warranty and 
the availability of consumables and 
breakables, such as clutch levers and 
oil filters is as good as any mainstream 
manufacturer, thanks to Sinnis UK’s 
huge spares stock. This test bike comes 
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YAMAHA WR450F

VERDICT VERDICT
The Sinnis Heist 125 gives you

the authentic hard-tail chopper

experience on L-plates. Buying

from a reputable motorcycle

dealer is a must.

The WR450F is not a bike that will

sit easily within the UK off-road

environment. It’s not a trail bike

and stock it’s even too vicious for

the subtleties of British enduro.

WE LIKE WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE WE DON’T LIKE

■ Hard tail styling
■ Induction growl

■ Great build quality
■ Good ergonomics
■ Awesome high speed integrity

■ Pricey for a 125
■ Chinese bike stigma

■ It’s go hard or go home every ride
■ Doesn’t match UK conditions

NEED TO KNOW

Performance
Quick enough to keep up with

A and B-road traffic

Looks
Genuine mini-chopper style

Value
You pay extra for the styling,

compared to a conventional 125,

just like any bigger custom

TECH SPEC

TECH SPEC

Price £2399

Engine Air-cooled 125cc single

four-stroke

Power 12bhp

Weight 115kg

Capacity 8 litres

MPG n/a

Seat height 630mm

Chassis Tubular steel

On sale Now

Contact www.sinnismotorcycles.

com or www.primefactorsmotorcycles.com

Price £7499

Engine 449cc, liquid-cooled,

DOHC single four-stroke

Power No official data

Torque No official data

Weight 123kg (with oil and fuel)

Seat height 825mm

Chassis Aluminium, semi double

cradle

Contact www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk

SINNIS HEIST 125

YAMAHA WR450F

Designed in Ohio, built 

in China and on sale 

here. The Heist 125 is 

certainly different

Stick on a bigger tank 

and you could do the 

Dakar, but it’ll be a bit 

much for UK riding

No rear suspension but you soon get used to boinging around on the sprung seat

This is the 125 but there’s also a 250cc

version for riders wanting more poke

No it hasn’t broken down, we’re parked 

for pictures. Build quality is no issue 

Even a 125 sucks and growls when its

air filter is free-flowing and exposed

By Jon Bentman

OFF-ROADTESTER

FIRST RIDE

‘Brutal machine for a brutal world’

from Prime Factors Motorcycles in 
Redhill, who race-prepare BMWs 
and compete in the World Endur-
ance Championship, so replacing 
something like a Sinnis speedo cable 
won’t be taxing. 

Prime Factors also supply Sinnis 
scooters for the local council’s in-
genious ‘Wheels to Work’ scheme, 
offering people a congestion-beating 
commuting alternative. 

Spending north of two-grand on a 
125cc chopper may seem like a lot, but 
you’re paying the extra for the custom 
trinkets and styling. If you’re after 
something cheaper, there are far more 
affordable bikes in the Sinnis range. 
But if you like the idea of cutting your 
motorcycling teeth on something that 
sets you apart from the crowd, the 
Heist 125 won’t disappoint. 

Yamaha are at pains to explain that 
the 2016 WR450F isn’t simply a com-
petition machine, it’s one specifically 
aimed at advanced riders. That is to say, 
for advanced, expert and professional 
competitors – beginners need not apply.

The reasoning is apparent as soon as 
you get onboard the latest WR – it’s one 
big blue bruiser. The engine and chassis, 
are virtually identical to Yamaha’s fear-
some YZ450F world-championship-
winning crosser. And unlike previous 
WRs, it’s not been softened-off, it is as 
angry and aggressive as you can expect 
an open class racer to be. It will do 
slow – we practised riding it around a 
tight, first-gear-only extreme test and 
it was capable – but where this bike is 
truly at home is in the wide open. And 
that, coincidentally, is how it likes its 
throttle to be positioned: wide-open, 
preferably in top (fifth) gear. 

This hardcore character also relates 
back to Yamaha’s briefing. They don’t 
define the new WR as an enduro, in-
stead it’s an ‘enduro-rally machine’ – 
and we’d have to say given the launch-
ride experience there’s a 40:60 split 
on that duality. The chassis and the 
suspension, which remain stiff and 
harsh at half-speed, have clearly been 
optimised for seriously fast operation, 
such as the desert and mountain pistes 
you typically see in the Dakar Rally. 

At the launch venue near Almeria 
on the south coast of Spain, as part of a 
150-mile off-road route, we rode wide 
dried-up river beds for mile after mile. 
Riding on soft shingle, dodging rocks 
and sudden undercuts and banks, the 
WR could sustain a high-speed attack 
indefinitely. When ditches or holes 
presented themselves at short notice, 
as directed by our Dakar-racing guide, 
you simply dialed in even more throt-

tle, pulled back on the bars and let the 
WR take the hit. And it took it. Lesser 
machines could impact, recoil and 
cartwheel into oblivion in such circum-
stances. But this is why the new WR 
is brutal, because it’s designed to live 
and succeed in an equally brutal world.

As an enduro bike this new WR will 
be a handful. As a rally bike – well, 
just add long-range tanks, GPS and a 
roadbook. Your podium awaits.
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AMAZING MOMENTS Celebrating
61 years of motorcycling magic

A rubber mask, a crane, some 

cables and a sprinkling of 

movie magic made it look as 

though Arnie had just jumped 

a Fat Boy off a bridge 

THE EYEWITNESSES

Peter Kent 

Arnold 

Schwarzenegger’s 

main movie stuntman. 

Inducted into the 

Hollywood Stuntmen’s Hall of 

Fame in 2009.

Ben Howe 

Tech blogger, 

motorcyclist and a 

lifelong fan of the 

Terminator franchise.

survives. With a budget of $51m for 
stunts and effects alone there was no 
shortage of resource, but that doesn’t 
mean it was easy. MCN finds out just 
how hard it can be to capture such an 
impressive shot.

Peter Kent “I went to Los Angeles in 
1984 not knowing a soul and managed 
to get an interview with director 
James Cameron when he started 
Terminator. I never dreamed it would 
lead to 15 years of working with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger on over 14 films. 
We had an excellent time, always 
playing pranks on each other, always 
joking. It was like a good old boys club 
with a lot of hard knocks... and some 
pretty serious bodybuilding workouts 
I have to tell you. I think I can say I’m 
the only man in existence who can 
say they’ve worked out with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger daily for 15 years.”

Ben Howe “I think for anyone growing 
up in the 80s and 90s the Terminator 
films were just absolutely iconic – they 
were easily the best movies that Arnie 
made in his prime. And if you weren’t 
old enough to see them in the cinema, 
everyone had an older brother who 
had Judgement Day on VHS. There 
was even a T2 Gameboy game, which 
I remember playing constantly. For 
my generation the whole thing was a 
classic from the moment it came out.”

Kent “I remember reading the script 
when James Cameron first presented 
it to me. He asked for my opinion and 
I came back to him and asked: ‘What 
kind of motorcycle are we going to 
use?’

‘Harley’, he said. I thought he 
was joking. Anyway I went out and 
purchased five 1992 Harley Fat Boys 
with our driver. Two of them were 

quickly modified with new exhausts 
and carbs, and were rejetted with the 
valves reground and resprung to give 
it a little faster take off and quicker 
response. Otherwise they would’ve 
been too sluggish for our purposes. I 
took one and had it for about a month 
and a half just to practise riding before 
the movie even begun filming.”

Howe “It’s embarrassing to say, but 
I think seeing Terminator on a Harley 
Fat Boy was a big part of what got 
me into bikes. If you’re a young and 
impressionable kid and you see this 
awesome looking bloke in a leather 
jacket on a bike with Bad to the Bone 
by George Thorogood playing... what a 
father figure.”

Kent “Not long afterwards, our 
locations guy came back with photos of 
the canal where the jump was to take 

August 1991 Harley stunt in Terminator 2 stuns an impressionable UK audience
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Few Hollywood bike stunts are as 
memorable as the Harley-Davidson 
Fat Boy jump in 1991’s Terminator 
2: Judgement Day. The bike not only 
drops 30 feet off an LA overpass into 
a dry waterway but also somehow 
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SUBSCRIBE TO MCN & RECEIVE 
RIDING JEANS WORTH £99.99
We’ve got a brilliant Christmas 
special off er for MCN readers. Sign 
up for a subscription and you’ll also 
get a pair of Oxford’s SP-J reinforced 
denim jeans. Features include:
Q Protective lining made from 100% 

Dupont Kevlar fi bre. 
Q Reinforcements positioned in the 
seat, knee and down the side of the 
leg which are triple-stitched for extra 
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Q Soft , breathable mesh pockets 

hold removable CE knee armour.
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31in & 33in) are available in waist 
sizes from 30in-40in.
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Arnie makes a Fat Boy fly

EYEWITNESS



later. You’ll also notice my face in
that shot. I am the first ever stuntman
to wear a latex mask to emulate my
actor. We did seven takes of jumping
the bike off and even though it was
lowered by crane it still hit pretty hard.
The landing was hard enough to break
off the brake assembly and footpeg
so that I couldn’t stop the bike in time
and had to drop it, almost running over
James Cameron, who was operating
the camera. He snatched the camera
on its sticks and turned like a toreador.
I just missed him.”

Howe “Watching that scene still
makes me feel tense. I even love the
contrast between the sound effects.
You’ve got this throbbing V-twin
Harley soundtrack mixed with the
Honda XR dirt bike (a four-stroke) that
they’ve dubbed over to sound like a
two-stroke.”

place. We realised right away it was
impossible to jump a bike that distance
(30 feet) without destroying the family
jewels, and the Harley. So, two one-
and-a-half ton cranes were set up at
either end of the job site with a cable
strung overhead. The bike was actually
on a traveller that slid in the crane
cable running parallel to the ground.
So, as the bike jumped off the ledge,
the crane lowered me to the ground,
which is why when you watch the shot
it is actually in slow motion.”

Howe “The first time I saw that stunt
it blew my mind. I think it actually adds
to it that it’s in slow motion, especially
when those sparks fly up on impact.
If you’re into bikes in any way it’s the
absolutely highlight of the movie.”

Kent “All of the crane and cables and
everything else were taken out digitally

DEALER LAUNCH EVENT
 from 6:30pm

TO THE 2016 LINE-UP

3600 VR EXPERIENCE• See the 2016 new models

• Experience the amazing new Ninja ZX-10R in 3600 VR

• Fabulous prizes to be won at every participating dealership

• 4 pairs of ‘Money can’t buy’ Team Green VIP BSB Golden Tickets to win

www.kawasaki.co.uk/launch-event

Please refer to the website for Prize Draw Terms & Conditions.
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Seeing double: 
stuntman Kent 
with Arnie
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Adventure bikes may share common looks, but they’re not identikit clones. Hond

AFRICA TWIN  GROUP TEST
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da’s 2016 Africa Twin added something new to the gene pool

The mission

The Bikes

The Africa Twin is here, but how 

does it stack up against its rivals, 

the KTM 1190 Adventure R, BMW’s 

R1200GS and Triumph’s Tiger 800 

XCx? We went on an 856-mile blast 

to Cornwall to find out.

Honda CRF1000L 

Africa Twin, £10,499

Honda’s ‘true adventure’ bike 

impressed us on its recent launch

KTM 1190 

Adventure R, £ 14,149

Winner of MCN’s 12-bike adventure 

group test last summer

BMW R1200GS, £15,055 

(model tested Triple Black)

The machine that defines the class, 

and the UK’s top selling adventurer

Triumph Tiger 800 XCx, 

£10,200

In terms of price and power, the 

Tiger takes the Honda head on

The riders
Adam Child, MCN 

Senior Road Tester, 

Age 39, Height 5ft 6in. 

Has covered over 

half-a-million road 

test miles at MCN.

Bruce Dunn, MCN 

Road Tester, Age 49, 

Height 5ft 7in. Has 

been professionally 

testing bikes for over 

25 years.

Liam Marsden, Web 

Producer, Age 25, 

Height 6ft 1in. An 

accomplished rider, 

with a vast amount 

of experience.

Justin Hayzelden, 

MCN Guest Rider, 

Age 44, Height 5ft 

11in. Adventure rider 

and former Yamaha 

Super Ténéré owner. 
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DAWN?

By Adam Child

SENIOR ROAD TESTER

Continued over

T
he last of the winter’s day-
light has faded from the sky, 
and with it any warmth that 
the weak sun had brought. 
According to the BMW’s sat-

nav we still have 230 miles to go until 
we reach Newquay. Is there a more 
mundane or dull road than the M5? 
But for once lady luck has smiled upon 
me, I’m cosseted aboard the R1200 
GS Triple Black which means that for 
£15, 055 I have every creature comfort 
and gadget at my fingertips (the stand-
ard model is £12,100). With 150 miles of 
M5 ahead of me, I’m bored but in perfect 
comfort. The onboard computer tells 
me it’s 5°C and dropping, so I thumb 
the heated grips and manually adjust 
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Analogue road testers shun satnav for trusty map Mirrors full of Atlantic Ocean, Cornish roads are ace Big tanks and frugal engines make for few fuel stops Even in deepest winter, the Cornish coast still stuns

AFRICA TWIN GROUP TEST

‘Just tap through the 

Honda’s gearbox  

using the motor’s 

diesel-like torque’

The Honda and Triumph 

are matched in power 

and price, but it’s the 

Japanese machine that 

rules on the road

the screen a little higher. Cruise control 
is set to 80mph, and I’ve got 100 miles 
of fuel left in the 20-litre tank. I set 
the suspension to soft and opt for rain 
mode as it’s a little damp and leave the 
traction control and ABS on. Using the 
BMW navigation wheel on the left bar I 
can scroll through the fully integrated 
satnav, checking everything from the 
tyre pressures to the route ahead. I’m 
warm, comfortable, and considering 
it’s the middle of January I couldn’t be 
happier. Yes, in this top spec the GS is 
expensive but you can see where the 
money has gone. 

Ahead of me is Bruce on the very at-
tractive and rugged-looking all-new 
Honda Africa Twin. He appears to blend 
with the Honda and looks comfortable, 
but is he? No heated grips, no electroni-
cally adjustable suspension, no adjust-
able screen, and he’s got a smaller fuel 
tank than me. I’ll wait until his fuel light 

comes on, which will surely be before 
mine, and then I’ll ask the frostbitten 
Bruce what he thinks of the Honda. 
Wild horses won’t be able to drag me 
off the luxurious BMW. 

The GS’s fuel light comes on at an 
indicated 160 miles, claiming there’s 
42 miles left. I’m waiting for Bruce to 
wave a cold hand on the Honda as he 
must be out of fuel, but he isn’t. As we 
roll into the nearest fuel station I’m 
primed for the complaints from my 
team, but there aren’t any! The fuel 
light on the Triumph came on just 
before the BMW, but the Honda and 
KTM both have fuel left and nobody is 
complaining of being cold. 

Bruce is impressed with the Honda. 
“It’s comfortable, the screen is better 
than it looks, the handguards help keep 
the wind off, and the motor is super-
smooth with a really tall top gear – and 
the fuel light hasn’t come on yet.” 

The KTM was always going to have 
the best range from its 23-litre fuel 
tank, even at quick motorways speeds 
it averaged just below 49mpg which 
means a potential range close to 250 
miles. But it’s the Honda achieving 
the best mpg figures so far, averaging 
just above 50mpg on the motorway 
and only dropping to 47.84mpg when 
ridden hard, while the KTM drops to 
40.71 and the BMW down to 39.72 after 
some spirited riding.

I opt for the Honda on the next stint 
and am immediately struck by how 
much smaller and lighter it feels than 
the BMW. The seat is narrower near the 
fuel tank, which means I can comfort-
ably get my short legs on the ground 
and easily paddle it backwards from 
the petrol pumps without breaking 
into a sweat. Accelerating onto the 
M5, the parallel-twin lacks the grunt 
of the BMW, but it isn’t slow. There’s 

little point revving the Honda, just tap 
through the smooth gearbox using the 
motor’s diesel-like torque and you’re 
quickly up to speed. 

At an indicated 80mph the tall gear-
ing means the Honda motor is hardly 
working, no wonder it’s been so fru-
gal on the fuel. It feels composed and 
smooth, with very little vibration. 
The screen isn’t that large, but does an 
excellent job of keeping you out of the 
wind blast, making it much more com-
fortable at speed than I was expecting. 
The bars are wide, but they’re not an 
uncomfortable stretch, and feel a little 
lower than the BMW’s. The ergonomics 
are scoring highly. It feels natural and 
dare I say Africa Twin-like. Like every 
man, I’ve neglected to read the manual 
before jumping on board, so it’s all trial 
and error as I familiarise myself. The 
high quality switchgear is easy to use, 
intuitive and obvious in purpose (KTM 

Where we went

A
YORK

NEWQUAY

M5

A1

B
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Testers ponder life, the universe and what’s for tea Gargantuan KTM dwarves even the mighty BMW GS Yorkshire’s entry in the Boat Race looked a bit iffy It’s the end of the road, but not the end of the ride

Continued over

Other adventure 

options

Yamaha Super Ténéré ZE, 
£12,799
Parallel-twin 1200 making 
112bhp, with a road-biased 
19in front wheel, and semi-
active suspension as standard.

KTM 1290 Super 
Adventure, £16,199
At 160bhp it’s one of the most 
powerful adventure bikes on 
the market, has a 30-litre fuel 
tank, cornering ABS, and semi-
active suspension. Pricey. 

BMW R1200 GS
 Adventure, £13,050
The more off-road bias GS 
gets laced wheels, a bigger 
30-litre fuel tank, longer travel 
suspension, taller seat, and 
more weight to deal with.  

Suzuki V-Strom 1000 
Adventure, £9999
The V-Strom is a great 
adventure-styled everyday 
road bike, but is simply 
outclassed by its peers as a 
true adventure bike.

Kawasaki Versys 1000 
Tourer, £10,599
The Versys is a great 
adventure-tourer, but lacks the 
off-road credentials of the rest 
of the bikes on test here. Road 
adventures only.

Ducati Multistrada 1200 S, 
£15,725
Variable valve timing, a host 
of rider aids, semi-active 
suspension, 160bhp, and a 
more conventional 17in front 
wheel. A new Enduro version 
arrives soon.

KTM 1050 £10,999
Close in performance to the 
Honda, with 95bhp from its 
V-twin. The 1050 comes with 
four rider modes, traction 
control, ABS, and a 19in 
front/17in rear rims.

Triumph Tiger Explorer 
XC, £12,599
The Explorer will imminently 
be replaced with an updated 
2016 model boasting a raft of 
improvements, until then it’s 
outclassed here.

Punchy GS has the 

wallop to keep up 

with the KTM

Honda leads the way 
on value for money

KTM packs the power 
to seriously excite

please note). You don’t need to read the 
manual or have a briefing before set-
ting off, it’s completely intuitive, and 
makes the Honda arguably the best of 
the bunch for get-on-and-go. The all-
digital dash shows speed and revs along 
the top, with the lower section showing 
gear position, temperature, fuel gauge, 
trips and mpg, and the traction control 
level. Where you’d normally find the 
passing light on the left bar is a simple 
button to change the TC, or even turn 
it off while on the move, and there’s 
a big ABS button on the dash to scroll 
through ABS settings – it’s all simple 
and idiot-proof, thankfully. However, 
although it’s more intuitive than the 
KTM system there also aren’t any rider 
modes like the KTM or BMW, there’s no 
way of increasing or limiting the power 
and there aren’t any suspension modes 
either. What you have is all it’s got.
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Life’s luxury on board 

the top-spec BMW,  

even on roads as 

challenging as these

The Africa Twin feels very

much at home off-road. 

Neutrally balanced and 

easy to manoeuvre, it’s 

less intimidating than the 

bigger BMW and KTM. 

Traction control and 

ABS modes are easily 

switchable on the move, 

but there are no alternate 

throttle settings. Much 

like the KTM, it has the 

real essence of a big 

trailie.

With its massive ground

clearance and aggressive

stance the KTM appears 

the most capable here. 

In Off-road mode the 

traction control system 

limits power from the 

ferocious V-twin but 

also allows for effective 

wheel slippage, as does 

the ABS, enabling the 

Adventure R to tackle 

pretty much any terrain 

you’re brave enough to 

throw at it.

0FF-ROAD
HONDA 
AFRICA TWIN

KTM 1190 
ADVENTURE R

Continued over

‘The KTM’s power is 
almost unfair, like a 

bully kicking sand in 
the Honda’s face’

The 80-mile stint of A30 from Exeter 
to Newquay was nearly deserted, as 
you’d expect on a cold, dark January 
evening. Normally this undulating, 
fast dual carriageway is riddled with 
tourists, and broken down VW camper 
vans that can’t make it up the long 
hills; I should know, I’m normally one 
of them! But tonight it’s all ours, and 
as we increase the speed the Honda’s 
lack of outright power shows. Sixth 
gear is more like an overdrive, which 
means you have to cog back into fifth 
when you want to overtake. Don’t get 
me wrong, the Honda will happily ac-
celerate in top gear from 50mph to an 
indicated 90mph and more with ease, 
but with nothing like the urgency of 
the KTM. The KTM romps away in the 
power and torque stakes; it’s almost 
unfair, like a beach bully kicking sand 
in the Honda’s face. The BMW easily 
showed it a clean pair of heels too, 
and the quickshifter is a nice touch. 
And while it was just about a match for 
the Triumph, the British bike’s motor 
is way more emotive and engaging. 
I’m guessing very few customers will 
ever complain about the Honda’s lack 
of grunt and will actually applaud the 
low-revving, perfectly-fuelled motor. 
But add a pillion, luggage and altitude, 
and the Honda may feel a little lacking 
when hauling ass over the Alps.

As we peeled off the A30 we still had 
miles of nadgery Cornish back roads to 
negotiate before our final destination, 
the Victoria Hotel in Newquay. This is 
when you want excellent headlights 
and rider aids. All the bikes on test have 
traction control and ABS as standard, 
but only the KTM has cornering ABS. 
The KTM and BMW also have selectable 
rider modes, which allow you to limit 
the power and increase rider aid assis-
tance, lovely when your concentration 
is on its last legs. The Honda’s headlights 
are excellent, but they’re not lighting 
up half the Atlantic Ocean like the 
BMW’s, so powerful that passing ships 
must think they’re close to the rocks. 

The Honda negotiated the tight and 
twisty back roads with ease and, as we 
thread our way into town, the Africa 
Twin feels almost scooter-like. You 
only need one gear as it will pull in 
fourth from walking pace. There’s a 
lovely balance to it, not top heavy like 
the Triumph, and I can easily touch the 
floor at traffic lights unlike the im-
posingly tall KTM. The Honda would 
be my first choice if you were after an 
adventure bike for commuting on; it’s 

so simple, easy and unintimidating.
As dawn broke on day two, we head-

ed to the dramatic coastline to watch 
some of the local surfers take on the 
huge waves and I took the chance to 
sit back and admire the four bikes. The 
Honda looks really impressive  and 
seems to improve every time I give it a 
glance. It’s the most off-road looking of 
the bunch, distinctive and very much 
an Africa Twin. I particularly like the 
sculpted front end, the colour-matched 
seat and twin-exit exhaust. The Africa 
Twin gets the thumbs up on looks alone. 
On top of the distinctive styling you 
have the excellent Honda build qual-
ity, and don’t forget that the Honda is 
only £10,499 – £3500 cheaper than the 
KTM and £4500 less than the BMW. 
But, crucially, it doesn’t look or feel it.  

There’s nothing wrong with the oth-
ers on looks, either. The shaft-driven 
BMW has its own kudos, is the defini-
tive adventure bike and over the years 
I’ve really grown to love the boxer. Even 
the design has grown on me. The KTM 

is very aggressive, bold and shouts ‘look 
at me’, while the Triumph is much more 
subtle, blending into the background.   

If you’ve never explored Cornwall 
then you’re missing out on some stun-
ning scenery and roads to match. 
There’s everything from single-track 
hedgerow-lined lanes to smooth and 
fast B-roads, which dart inland from 
the coast. As we left the surf a small 
fight broke out for the KTM keys. Not 
only does the KTM have the most 
powerful engine by far, it also has an 
excellent chassis and is the only bike 
with cornering ABS, perfect for dash-
ing around on unfamiliar Cornish back 
roads. But as the rest fought over the 
KTM key like seagulls over spilled chips, 
I quietly grabbed the BMW key. Our 
top-spec BMW came with ESA and the 
Dyna rider mode which means I can 
change the set-up and power on the 
move, something none of the others 
can, and it also means I have excit-
ing power at the touch of a button. It 
may not have the outright power of 
the KTM but the water-cooled motor 
has more than enough grunt. Plus, 
the BMW was the only one with more 
conventional tyres and a 19in front, 
rather than 21ins like the other three. 
Never underestimate a well-ridden 
GS, they’re way more impressive than 
you’d think.

All four bikes 

shrug off trails 

like these
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Triumph’s Tiger 800 also

has an off-road setting 

that automatically 

adjusts throttle, ABS 

and traction control to 

suit. The riding position 

has a forward bias 

which, although not 

uncomfortable, is less 

natural. Although great 

on the road, the punchy 

triple lacks feel for work 

on the dirt, making it the 

least off-road-friendly of 

the bunch.

Selecting Enduro mode 

automatically sets the 

GS up for a surefooted 

and confidence-inspiring 

off-road ride. The ESA 

suspension and excellent 

throttle response help 

keep things manageable, 

and although the 19in  

front wheel can limit 

manoeuvrability, the big 

BMW is as trail-ready 

as ever, with rider aids 

that give you supreme 

confidence.

BMW  
R1200 GS

TRIUMPH 
800 XCx

‘This is when you 
want excellent 
headlights and 

rider aids’

Ultra-clear dash is very easy to navigate

Dash looks clear but is complex to use

Parallel-twin helps make the Honda slim

There’s an awful lot of power inside here

Triple Black GS has satnav and computer 

Just touch a button to select a mode

Out with air-cooling and in with water

Punchy triple is brilliant fun on the road

TRIUMPH

The details up close

HONDA

BMW

KTM
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‘Honda bats above its price’
The BMW and KTM are better

bikes than the Honda, but they are

considerably more complex and

expensive too. If I were planning

to do a big tour of Europe and

beyond, the BMW would be my

first choice. If I wanted something

fun both on and off-road then it’s 

the KTM. The Triumph, while the

motor is lovely, just isn’t in the

hunt. But the Honda is batting way

above its £10,499 price tag, it’s

hugely impressive and if it was my

money I’d be heading to the Honda

showroom. On a more dirt-biased

test it would shine even more. 

ADAM CHILD MCN TEST

VERDIC

Honda’s pricing means

you won’t have to push

the boat out to buy

The Honda was never far behind,
boasting usability as its trump card.
The Honda is more than capable of
pushing the limitations of its off-road
bias tyres rather than chassis first. The
fuelling is perfect, I never wanted any
more power and the huge spread of
torque means limited gear changes.
The ABS-assisted brakes are also
excellent and really show how poor
the Triumph’s are by comparison. But
you could never describe the Honda
as thrilling or exciting, not really. The
KTM is fun and aggressive, it wants to
party at every occasion, and the BMW
will stick with it most of the way.

As day two came to a close we
headed back to Newquay and parked
up at the harbour. We’d ridden every
type of road imaginable, including
some light off-road trails, and as the
bikes cooled we swapped notes on the
merits and faults of each.

There’s no hiding the KTM’s size.
I know this is because of its off-road
DNA, but both me and Bruce really
struggled on it. With my right foot on
the ground I couldn’t reach or flip up
the sidestand with my left leg, which
gets a bit embarrassing. Its default is
towards aggression, and it’s also a lit-
tle lumpy below 3000rpm compared
to the Honda.

There’s no hiding the fact the BMW

is also a big bike, but it’s slightly easier
to live with than the KTM. Our big-
gest gripe with the BMW is price, at
just over £15,000 in this spec, it’s a
big outlay – although the residuals
are also very strong. You can at least
see where the money goes, the spec

is impressive (and the base model is
only £12,100), but the vast majority
of customers will opt for the top-spec
model. The Triumph feels top heavy,
the brakes are weak in comparison
and it’s the least comfortable. It’s not
uncomfortable, but it was always the
last choice for big miles. Nobody has
any real complaints about the Honda,
which is testimony to how good the
new Africa Twin is. It may lack the
BMW and KTM’s gadgets, but it is only
£10,499. It lacks a bit of excitement,
the motor is never going to thrill you,
but how many Adventure bike buyers 
want that?

BMW R1200GS £15,055 (AS TESTED)

Engine 1170cc boxer twin liquid-cooled 

Power 124bhp @ 7750rpm

Weight 212kg (kerb)

Suspension front Telelever with ESA, rear 

Paralever with ESA

Brakes 305mm discs with four-piston caliper, 

276mm rear disc with two-piston caliper

Seat height 850-870mm

Fuel capacity 20 litres

Tyres 120/70 R19 front, 170/60 R17 rear

TRIUMPH TIGER 800 XCx £10,200

Engine 800cc three-cylinder liquid-cooled 

Power 94bhp @ 9250rpm

Weight 196kg (dry)

Suspension 48mm WP fork with rebound/

comp adjustment, WP monoshock with preload/

rebound adjustment

Brakes 308mm discs with Nissin caliper 

Seat height 840-860mm

Fuel capacity 19 litres

Tyres 90/90 R21 front, 150/70 R17 rear

HONDA CRF1000L AFRICA TWIN 

£10,499

Engine 998cc parallel-twin liquid-cooled

Power 94bhp @ 7500rpm Weight 228kg (kerb)

Suspension 43mm Showa fork, fully adjustable.

Showa monoshock with preload/rebound adjust

Brakes 310mm discs with four-piston caliper 

256mm rear disc with two piston caliper

Seat height 850-870mm

Fuel capacity 18.8 litres

Tyres 90/90 R21 front, 150/70 R18 rear

KTM 1190 ADVENTURE R £14,149

Engine 1195cc V-twin liquid-cooled 

Power 150bhp @ 9500rpm

Weight 230kg (wet)

Suspension 48mm WP forks fully adjustable, 

WP rear monoshock fully adjustable.

Brakes 2 x 320mm discs with Brembo four-

piston caliper

Seat height 890mm

Fuel capacity 23 litres

Tyres 90/90 R21 front, 150/70 R18 rear

Monthly payment £189 (x36)

Deposit £2988.93, interest rate APR 9.9%

Monthly payment £119 (x36)

Deposit £2505.70, interest rate APR 9.9%

Monthly payment £115 (x36)

Deposit £2154.86, interest rate APR 5.9%

Monthly payment £199 (x36)

Deposit £4325.39, interest r ate APR 11.9%

THANKS TO Victoria Hotel, Newquay – www.hotel-victoria.co.uk

What have they got (as tested) ?

KTM Triumph BMW Honda

ABS Yes Yes Yes Yes

Cornering ABS Yes No No No

Traction control Yes Yes Yes Yes

Rider modes Yes Yes Yes No

Electric susp Yes No Yes No

Semi active susp  No No Yes No

Heated grips Opt Opt Yes Opt

Heated seat Opt Opt Yes No

Cruise control Opt Yes Yes No

Adjustable screen  Yes  No  Yes  No 

‘The Honda will
push the limits of its

off-road bias tyres
before its chassis’

Enter sandman. The

Africa Twin’s low-revving

motor and managable

size makes easy work of 

the beach
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Continued over

F
uel is naturally fun and ex-
citing stuff. But at the other 
end of an engine, exhaust
gas is hot, smelly and toxic; 
harmful enough to need
regulation. And that’s where 
Euro 4 comes in. 

What is Euro 4?
Euro 4 is the name of legislation that
puts a limit on the emission of pollut-
ants by new vehicles. It covers all mass-
produced vehicles sold in Europe, and 
is legally enforceable.

As far as bikes are concerned,
Euro 4 is contained within a broader
European directive called Regulation 
(EU) No 168/2013, which lays out the
requirements for new bike approval
(not just number plate dimensions and 
how far apart the indicators should be, 
but the definition of types of bike, what 
the importers’ and manufacturers’ re-
sponsibilities are etc. It also contains
a requirement for anti-lock brakes). 

So if you want to build a bike in
large numbers and sell it in Europe,
the Regulation tells you what you can 
and can’t do. And the Euro 4 part of
it tells you not just how clean its ex-
haust gasses have to be, but how much 
naturally evaporating fuel it’s allowed 
to emit, and begins to ensure it meets 
the regulations for the duration of its
working life.

How it differs from Euro 3
Euro 4 is tougher to pass. Euro 3 was
introduced on new models in 2005
(and existing new models in 2006), and 
it in turn placed tighter limits on the
carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons and 
nitrogen oxides permissible in exhaust 
gas than Euro 2. Manufacturers were
forced to fit bulky catalytic convert-
ers to change these toxic gasses to less 
toxic ones, and to use fuel injection to 
control precisely how much fuel enters 
the engine in the first place. 

Bike engine development became
a battle to be miserly with fuel, using 
it only at precisely the right moment, 
to burn it completely and efficiently,
waste as little of the energy created
as possible, and to treat the exhaust
gasses effectively on the way out. All
this at the same time as making more 
power than ever. 

Thus, in the mid-2000s, some bikes 
got heavier, some got snatchy throttles, 
and some got both. Suzuki’s 2007 GSX-
R1000, complete with a catalyst in its 

Will new legislation to reduce the amount our motorcycles pollute the planet also reduce our

By Simon Hargreaves

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

‘Euro 4 dictates how 
much naturally 

evaporating fuel a 
bike can emit’

twin exhausts, weighed more than its 
K5 predecessor and felt it. Yamaha’s FZ1 
Fazer (and many others) came with a 
throttle like a switch as fuel injection 
engineers developed the expertise to 
juggle tiny amounts of available fuel 
with the complex loading demands 
of a bike engine. 

Euro 4 places even tighter limits 
than Euro 3, with a couple of extra 
anti-emissions measures added (see 
table overleaf). As well as fewer toxins 
in the exhaust gas when the engine is 
running, bikes will also have to pass 
an evaporative emissions test, run 
onboard self-diagnostic systems, and 
come with a requirement for manu-
facturers to prove the bike will still 
pass the tests after a specified mileage.

Vapour from fuel contains a much 
higher proportion of unburned hy-
drocarbons than exhaust gas, and 
as soon as you fill your tank they 
start venting to the atmosphere 
via a breather pipe. Euro 4 limits 
how much is allowed to escape.

The standard automotive solution 
is to vent fuel tanks into a canister 

instead; on bikes, it’s about the size of 
a 6v torch battery. Inside the canister 
is a carbon compound (often charcoal) 
that absorbs fuel vapour like a sponge. 
When the engine is running, the fumes 
are vented back into the fuel system 
(creating further headaches for fuel-
ling engineers). 

So, from 2016, Euro 4 bikes will have 
to pass a SHED test (Sealed Housing 
for Evaporative Determination) in 
which they’re literally stored in a 
container and have the fumes they 
give off measured.

Bikes will also have to have onboard 
diagnosis (OBD1) systems fitted, in 
which the bike measures and records 
the status of its emissions management 
systems, giving plug-in fault-finding 
and status updates for service techni-
cians (who can then tell if a bike is still 
emissions compliant later in its life). 
OBD2 is planned for 2020, when the 
bike will be required to self-diagnose 
and self-correct to maintain its emis-
sions control throughout its lifetime.

WHAT EURO 4 REALLY MEANS

FUEL VAPOUR
From 2016, Euro 4 

bikes will have to pass 
a SHED test (Sealed 

Housing for Evaporative 
Determination)

EXCESS RACKET
The 80dB noise limit for 

bikes hasn’t changed from 
Euro 3 to Euro 4, nor has 

the testing method

M
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MPOSSIBLE?
       enjoyment? This is the MCN guide to Euro 4  laws                                       and what it means for you

SELF AWARE
Bikes will also have 
onboard diagnosis 

systems fitted as 
standard

FATTER CATS
Tighter hydrocarbon 

restrictions mean larger 
catalytic convertors

SAFETY STOPPERS
Euro 4 also requires that all 

new bikes 125cc and over 
come with ABS as standard



Which bikes are affected?
Euro 4 affects all new models intro-
duced in 2016, and all new bikes from
2017. So, for example, the new Honda
Africa Twin, new Suzuki GSX-R1000
and Yamaha MT-10 are all Euro 4 com-
pliant, and by 2017 all existing new
bikes will have to be too. Some models
already are, because similar emissions
requirements to Euro 4, including the
evaporative emissions test, have been
in force in California for several years.

Besides, manufacturers are well
aware Euro 4 has been coming and
know the even harsher Euro 5 regs are
only a few years away, so they’ve had
time to adapt their existing engines
(where feasible) or design new ones that
comply with the regs (in 2005, Euro
3 was widely accepted as the reason
for the death of Suzuki’s air-cooled
GSX1400, but it didn’t seem to affect
Yamaha’s equally air-cooled XJR1300,
still on sale today... although don’t
expect it to survive beyond next year).

Some use more obvious technology
than others; Ducati’s Multistrada and
XDiavel have variable valve timing to
help achieve more efficient combus-
tion across a wide rev range. But it
has other benefits besides emissions
(power delivery, flexibility etc) and
so while it helps, it’s not necessary to
get through Euro 4.

Ducati’s new 959 Panigale gained
a capacity hike mainly to offset the
effects of Euro 4 on the old 899’s per-
formance. And Euro 4 hasn’t stopped
Triumph’s new Bonnevilles steadfastly
maintaining an air-cooled look (even if

they’re fully water-cooled underneath).
They might not be the most powerful
engines in the world, but they show
how it’s possible to design a modern
power plant that both meets Euro 4 (and
Euro 5) standards yet doesn’t look like
the inside of a Transformer’s pancreas.

In the end, the reality is the owner of
a Euro 4 bike will likely no more notice
which regs his bike conforms to than
any other – it’s possible the biggest
difference will be how his garage no
longer smells of petrol every morning.
Euro 4 won’t automatically make a bike

noticeably heavier, snatchier, harsher
or more expensive than it was before.
Finding innovative engineering solu-
tions to market rules and regulations,
not to mention within cost constraints,
has always been in the job description
of your average bike engine designer.
It’s what they do, even if they don’t al-
ways get it right. If a new bike is uglier,
heavier, harsher or snatchier than its
predecessor, blame the manufacturer
as much as the bureaucrat in Brussels.
Because the one thing Euro 4 does mean
is that your new bike will almost cer-
tainly be more fuel efficient, and will
be doing less damage to the planet.
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‘Ducati’s new 959

Panigale gained a

capacity hike to offset

the effects of Euro4’

EMISSIONS REGULATIONS THROUGH THE YEARS

BREATHE EASY 
Charcoal-filled canister fitted to 

the fuel tank breather system 
filters petrol vapour

The amount of fuel 

vapour a bike can emit 

is now regulated

Even top-spec superbikes 

like the ZX-10R, are 

subject to Euro 4

 Euro 1 Euro 2 Euro 3 Euro 4 Euro 5

Year 1999 2005 2007 2016 2020

CO 13.0g/km 5.5g/km 2.0g/km 1.14g/km 1.00g/km

Hydrocarbons 3.0g/km 1.0g/km 0.3g/km 0.17g/km 0.10g/km

NOx 0.3g/km 0.3g/km 0.15g/km 0.09g/km 0.06g/km

SHED test     

Onboard diagnosis              OBD1          OBD2

Durability test               20,000km           Lifetime

DVT 
Ducati’s Multistrada and XDiavel have 
variable valve timing to help achieve 

more efficient combustion across a 
wide rev range
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NEXT WEEK

ZX-10R: IS IT
ANY GOOD?

WORLD EXCLUSIVE

KAWASAKI HOPE THEY’VE DONE 
ENOUGH TO S IT TO THE R1

FREE 12-PAGE 
SPORTS PREVIEW

MOTOGP, ROADS, BSB, WSB. 
WHO’S RIDING WHAT AND WHO’S 

TIPPED FOR THE TOP

PLUS GUY MARTIN’S 
2016 PLANS: WILL HE 

RACE AT THE TT?
PANIGALE 959 V 

FIREBLADE + DAKAR 
ROUND-UP + BROOKES 
TESTS NEW WSB BMW

0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk

REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s��-OTORCYCLE�!CCIDENTS�IN�%NGLAND���7ALES��%UROPE�AND�
THE�)SLE�OF�-AN

s�4AKEOVER�CLAIMS�FROM�OTHER�3OLICITORS

s��2OAD�4RAFl�C�/FFENCES��FROM�SPEEDING�TO�$EATH�BY�
$ANGEROUS�$RIVING

s��/BTAINING�COMPENSATION�WHERE�
YOUR�PERSONAL�INJURY�CLAIM�HAS�
BEEN�UNDERSETTLED�BY�YOUR�
PREVIOUS�APPOINTED�SOLICITOR�

Euro 4 regs don’t only limit what 

we breathe, but also what we hear. 

But the 80dB noise limit for bikes 

hasn’t changed from Euro 3 to Euro 

4, nor has the test method: both 

ride-by (ride on a steady throttle 

between two microphones at 30mph 

in second and third gear), and static 

tests (mic 20in from the exhaust, 

engine revved to 50% of max power 

rpm) are identical. If a manufacturer 

claims their redesigned exhaust 

is because of Euro 4, it’s either to 

make room for a bigger catalyst, or 

because the noise level was marginal 

in the first place (or too noisy to get 

on track, eh Ducati?).

But what about noise?

2016’s glut of large 
exhausts are thanks to 
emissions not noise

O The first emissions 

regulation was in the early 

14th century, when coal fires 

generated so much pollution 

that King Edward I   banned 

them under penalty of death.

O The first person to connect 

exhaust gas to ill-health was 

Arie Haagen-Smit, a Dutch 

industrial chemist working in 

California in the early 1950s. 

Ironically, he died of lung 

cancer in 1977.

O The average catalytic 

converter has a surface area 

the size of a football pitch 

squeezed into the exhaust.

O The body overseeing air 

quality in California is called 

the Californian Air Resources 

Board – or CARB, for short.

O In 2012, a study by the 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology concluded more 

people die prematurely every 

year in the UK from exposure 

to exhaust gas than from road 

traffic accidents.

Did you know?
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PRODUCT

GUIDE

2016

Get under the skin of this year’s freshest 

riding gear, gizmos and kit

W
ith a new year stretch-
ing out in front of us, 
now seems like the ideal 
time to take a serious 
look at some of the 
stunning new kit on 

offer and refresh the biking wardrobe.
This 10-page guide highlights some 

great deals and innovative products 
hitting dealers in 2016. So if you’re 
looking for a new helmet, jacket, boots 
gloves, leathers or tyres... make sure 
you read this special section before 
parting with your cash. Also check 
mcnshop.com for top deals on many 
of the items features here.

By Tony Hoare

CONSUMER EDITOR
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BELL Pro Star and Race Star
Bell’s Pro Star and Race Star arrive in
2016 to challenge the accepted wisdom
of bike helmet architecture.

Instead of just using polystyrene in the
impact protection liner, Bell adds two
softer materials to create a triple-deck
system called the Flex Impact Liner.

Each of the three layers is designed
to work in different velocities of impact.
The concept is that one layer is best at
low-speed impacts, another for medium
and then traditional polystyrene works in
conjunction with the other two layers to
soak up the highest-speed smacks.

In addition, the lining has the ability
to slide slightly across the inside of the
shell to help protect against injuries in
rotational impacts.

If a helmet hits the ground at an
oblique angle and grabs the surface it

can force a rotation of the brain inside
the skull. The idea of allowing the lining
to slide slightly is to subject the brain to
reduced deceleration forces.

The Flex Impact Liner was introduced
for motocross racers last year and now
it’s coming to road helmets.

The range-topping Pro Star’s whacking
great £999.99 pricetag is down to th
use of a new lighter carbon-fibre we
called TeXtreme. But the Flex Impac
Liner also comes in Bell’s Race Star
which costs £400 less and still has
a lightweight carbon-fibre shell.

If you like the look but don’t want
to pay for the three-layer concept,
the Star has a traditional all-EPS
liner for £399.99. All three helmets
are expected to arrive in Spring.
www.bellhelmets.co.uk

HELMETS

SHOEI X-Spirit III
Top Japanese helmet manufacturers,

Arai and Shoei go head-to-head in
2016 with a new range-topping

offering each – and this is the
Shoei that will protect Marc
Marquez’ bonce this season.

The sequel to 2010’s
X-Spirit II has undergone
hard work to ensure
superior aerodynamics,
which has become hugely
important in racing with

the high-speed 1000cc
MotoGP machines.
New winglets on each side

of the X-Spirit III’s rear are
designed to boost stability. The

wings fitted as standard are best
for straight-line stability at high

speed, but riders will be able to
replace them with optional narrower

wings (at extra cost) if they will be
spending a lot of time with their head
turned to either side.

A new design of comfort lining
lets the rider tilt the helmet back or
forth on their head by four degrees

to help racers avoid the helmet brow
obstructing their vision when tucked
behind the bike’s screen.

The X-Spirit III will be fitted with the
top-spec Pinlock Evo, which resists
fogging more effectively than the
standard Pinlock insert. The tension of
the insert can also be adjusted using
the posts on the outside of the visor
that also hold tear-offs.

With increased ventilation, including
air channels through the cheekpads,
Shoei are going toe-to-toe with Arai,
who are releasing their own new race-
spec helmet for 2016 (see below).

Retailers expect the X-Spirit III to
arrive from March and plain colours
will cost £549.99. There will be three
graphic designs and Marquez and
Bradley Smith race designs, which will
cost £649.99.
www.

shoeiassured

co.uk

By the standards of many companies,
there’s little different about Arai’s new
RX-7V when compared to the outgoing
RX-7GP. But by Arai’s conservative
standards the changes are significant.

The headline change is a new visor
mounting system that lowers the pivot
by 24mm, so designed to increase
crash protection by keeping a smooth
shape over a greater area of the shell.

The idea is that a smooth shape is
better able to spread the load of an
impact and help reduce the amount of
energy transfer to the rider’s brain.

The new visor mount means 
sidepods are smaller and sit outside the 
zone identified by America’s respected 
Snell research foundation as the area 
where protection is most important. 
The sidepods also mount differently, 
making visor changes a different 
proposition to the one that has served 

Arai for many years.
As well as the revised visor and

mount, a new resin in the shell
construction cuts weight by 30g.

A redesigned outer shell leaves the
rider more room around the chin and
mouth and a revamped ventilation
system boosts airflow by 11%.

The interior has been reconstructed
to boost rider comfort and has
adjustable temple padding for a
customisable fit.

There’s also a redesigned visor
locking tab, which is bigger than the one 
on the previous model, and a removable 
chin curtain.

Plain colours cost £499.99 and 
replicas are £599.99 and stock is 
appearing in the UK now. But the media 
were given helmets early for review so 
we’ve already covered thousands of 
miles in an RX-7V (see right).

ARAI RX-7V

VERDICT

“This is a tangible if subtle evolution

over the outgoing RX7-GP. The 

reprofiling of the visor gives a much-

improved field of vision and the new 

visor lock is a pleasing upgrade. The 

vents, too, are better. You’ll like the 

chin curtain too – it contributes to the 

V being dramatically quieter in use 

than the GP.” www.whyarai.co.uk

RICHARD NEWLAND

MCN Deputy Editor

Spencer rep (£599.99) 

is just one of the de-

signs available

Smith rep 

(above) or choice 

of two graphics

This Marquez

replica shows

the X-Spirit III’s

stability 

boosting wings

Bell Pro Star 

takes safety to a 

whole new level

FROM £549

FROM £499.99

£999.99
PRO STAR RACE STAR

£599.99
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HELMETS

SCHUBERTH
It’s five years since Schuberth broke out of their
touring mould and introduced the SR1 sports
and racing helmet – and now it gets a revamp
under the SR2 name. 

The German firm’s in-house wind tunnel has
been busy as Schuberth have concentrated on
aerodynamics and acoustics to make sure riders
cut easily and quietly through the air.

The new lid has been given a wider front and
narrower rear section to reduce aerodynamic
drag and the addition of spoilers on the sides a
the rear are there to resist lift and weave.

The helmet comes with a removable chin
curtain that Schuberth promise will reduce
drafts and cut down further on noise.

The work on ventilation sees the addition o
new vents on the upper portion of the shell a
Schuberth say the new system will flow 11
of air through the helmet per second.

The shell is made from a polymer matrix
reinforced with glassfibre, which Schubert
is responsible for keeping weight down to
impressively low 1295g (for a size medium
will cost £499.99 in plain colours and £54
one of the graphic options. 
www.tranam.co.uk

Nexx XG100
Portuguese helmet firm Nexx have teamed up
with Lisbon-based custom house Maria Riding
Company to create a new range of retro lids. This
is the full-face XG100 and there’s also an open-
faced XG.10. Both are made from composite-
fibre shells, and the XG100 comes with both a
visor and a peak that mounts on the pop studs. It
has a removable lining and an air vent at the chin.
Sizes are S-XL in a range of boutique designs.
www.factoryagencies.co.uk

£259.99 Nolan
Italian brand Nolan’s new helmet has an
impressive spec for the £140-£160 price. It has 
a thermoplastic shell that’s in keeping with the 
pricetag, but Nolan’s linings are often among the 
best and this lid has a new visor mechanism that 
draws it tighter to the shell on the last part of its 
travel. This allows a better seal against wind and 
rain, as well as allowing the Pinlock anti-mist 
insert to cover a wider portion of the visor. Plain 
colours cost £139.99 and graphics cost £159.99.
www.motogear.co.uk

Schuberth E1
Schuberth have finally joined the adventure
helmet scene with the new E1, which is based
on their C3 Pro flipfront touring lid. They say it
can be used on and off-road, though it’s likely to
appeal more to touring riders than desert rats.
The flip-up lid allows the rider to detach the peak
and use it as a more streetfighter-like helmet,
or remove the visor and wear it with goggles
instead. It comes in a choice of five plain colours
(£479.99) or five graphic designs (£539.99).
www.tranam.co.uk

Scorpion Exo 510 Air
The £150 helmet market is going to be busy in 
2016, with Scorpion wading in with their own 
well-specced lid for very reasonable money. The 
plastic-shelled Exo 510 Air has a dropdown sun 
visor, a Pinlock MaxVision anti-mist insert and 
a removable, sweat-wicking lining. It also has 
Scorpion’s Airfit system that lets the rider inflate 
pockets of air to move the cheekpads closer to 
the face for a tighter fit. Sizes will be XS-XL and 
plains will be £139.99 with graphics at £169.99
www.tranam.co.uk

FROM £499

SEEING CLEARLY
The SR2’s new 2D visor has been 

developed for racing and features 

a large aperture to boost visibility. 

On top of the standard clear visor, 

Schuberth also offer five more 

shields, each with different tint.
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Shark Evo-One
Nine years after launching the Evo-Line, which
Shark claim was the first helmet to pass the
safety tests as both an open and full-face
helmet, they’ve refined it further with the Evo-
One. The new lid still has the lift-over chinbar,
but with a more streamlined shell shape to
create better aerodynamics and improve the
ventilation reaching the rider. Shark also say
they’ve optimised the weight on the Evo-One,
but it still weighs in at a claimed 1650g so it’s
hardly a flyweight. The visor, which always
lifted when the chinbar was opened, now also
automatically returns to the down position whe
the rider slides the chinbar back over to the fron
The Evo-One, which comes in a range of plain
and graphic designs, costs £329.99 and has
started arriving in UK dealers now.

i k Evo-One

flipfron

thinks

full-f

er

re

ic

Titanium-coated shell gives a unique look

X-Lite X-661 Extreme 
New paintschemes don’t normally warrant 
much attention, but this is a little different. The 
composite-fibre shell of X-Lite’s X-661 is up to 
80g lighter than the standard one, then there’s 
a micro layer of titanium on the outer layer to 
create this individual look. It’s then lacquered in 
place. The Extreme Titantech will cost £279.99, 
a £50 premium over the plain painted versions of 
the same helmet – which is less than you’d pay 
for a multi-coloured graphic on some other lids. 
www.x-lite.it

Shoei JO
Retro and café racer riders can now go Shoei. 
The JO uses their AIM (Advanced Integrated
Matrix) shell material and has a removable
lining. The main visor is in the style of a full-
face helmet’s dropdown sun visor, but it comes 
in clear as standard while a tinted and yellow 
version are available as accessories. The strap 
fastens with D-rings, and there’s a goggle-
retaining loop at the rear. They’re due to arrive in 
March and will cost from £259.99.
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

£259.99Caberg Drift
The Drift becomes the only full-face in
Caberg’s range with a composite-fibre shell 
as the company known for budget lids pushes 
upmarket. The Drift follows the recent trend for 
motocross-style lids with a visor but no peak, 
which are popular with naked bike owners and 
road-going adventure bike riders. As well as the 
fibre shell, the Drift gets a D-ring strap fastener 
(most Cabergs have a micrometric buckle) and a 
Pinlock MaxVision anti-mist insert.
www.cabergcares.com

 £199.99

£279.99

TYRES
METZELER 
ROADTEC 01
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Metzeler look set 
to challenge the 
current sports 
touring class-
leader, Michelin’s 
Pilot Road 4, 
with 2016’s new 
Roadtec 01.

Replacing their 
Roadtec Z8, the 
new sports touring 
rubber features 
all the upgrades 
you’d expect from 
a new-generation 
tyre. The dual-compound rear and single-
compound front tyres have new silica compounds, 
profiles and constructions, but the most obvious 
difference is the tread pattern. The new design 
looks just like a racing wet – no doubt inspired by the 
hugely popular Pilot Road 4.

There’s no question the Roadtec 01’s new 
tread grooves help disperse water and reduce 
aquaplaning – and a tyre with grooves always looks 
fit for purpose – but it’s the part of the tyre touching 
the ground that gives you all the grip, stability and 
confidence. MCN’s test ride (see right) suggests the 
new Roadtec 01 delivers all this and more.

Metzeler also claims improved mileage, which 
we weren’t able to test, but we’ll be fitting a set on 
to one of MCN’s long-term test bikes soon, to see 
how durable they are. 

The firm has also designed an extra-stable Heavy 
Weight Motorcycles (HWM) version for riders with 
heavyweight tourers used with luggage. 

The Metzeler Roadtec 01 is in dealers now and 

available in these sizes: Front: 120/70 x 17, 120/70 
x 17 (HWM) Rear: 160/60 x 17, 180/55 x 17, 180/55 x 
17 (HWM), 190/55 x 17, 190/55 x 17 (HWM). Sizes to 
fit adventure bikes are coming soon.
www.metzelermoto.co.uk

VERDICT

We tested the new Metzeler Roadtec 01 

rubber at Pirelli’s wet-weather circuit 

in Vizzola, Milan on a Honda CB1000R, 

in single-figure temperatures. The 

tight 0.62-mile track features different 

grades of tarmac to simulate high and 

low-grip surfaces and deep puddled 

sections to test how a tyre deals with 

aquaplaning. What impressed us most is 

how much grip and confidence they gave 

and how they clung to drenched tarmac. 

In a straight line I had to be ruthless with 

the front brake to get our test bike’s ABS 

to kick-in, and brutal on the throttle to 

make the rear tyre spin. It takes a while 

to get your head around the amount of 

grip you have and how much solid wet-

weather lean it allows.

MICHAEL NEEVES

MCN Senior Road Tester

Metzeler Roadtec 01s give 

oodles of wet weather grip, 

even in cooler conditions

FROM £212

£329.99
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BRIDGESTONE S21
Bridgestone are joining in the fight for
sportsbike owners by creating the all-new
S21, which they say will offer better dry grip
and last longer than previous offerings. It uses
new compounds – three on the front and five
compounds on the rear – in a similar set-up to 

that used on the MotoGP tyres Bridgestone
provided from 2009 to 2015. The new tyres
will be available in 110/70, 120/60 and 120/70
fronts and 150/60, 160/60, 180/55, 190/50,
190/55 and 200/55 rears, all for 17in rims. 
www.bridgestone.eu

Maxxis Supermaxx ST
Maxxis launched their Supermaxx ST last year
before going back to the drawing board. MCN
had an opportunity to try the revised design
late in 2015. We tested them on the high-speed
Ascari circuit in Spain as well as hairpin-strewn
B-roads and smooth A-roads. Stability was
without criticism, ride was fine, grip was never
found wanting. The new Supermaxx STs will
come in 120/60 and 120/70 x 17 fronts, plus 
160/60; 180/55 and 190/50 x 17 rears. 
www.maxxis.eu

Mitas Terra Force-R
It’s all pretty quiet on the adventure tyre front
this year, but budget brand Mitas are weighing in
with their Terra Force-R, which they say is a road
tyre that will cope with light off-roading. The
Czech firm’s deep-treaded tyre will be available
in sizes for common big adventure machines
– 120/70 and 110/80 19 fronts and 140/80,
150/70 and 170/60 rears. Prices for the Terra 
Force-R are still to be confirmed.
www.mitas-moto.com

Continental 
SportAttack 3
Conti’s sporty road tyre promises improvements
in longevity and wet performance. Conti say an
increased ‘land-sea ratio’ helps boost mileage,
with more rubber and fewer grooves through
the central band. But Conti are making more
noise about the improvement in the wet, saying
its silica compound gives more grip than the
SportAttack 2. They will come in sizes to suit
everything from KTM’s RC390 up to 200-section 
superbike rears. www.conti-bike.co.uk

Dunlop RoadSmart III
The original RoadSmart was one of the pioneers
of the modern sports-touring tyre and Dunlop
promise the III will deliver improvements in
mileage and wear as well as saying we can
expect more wet grip and a reduced warm-up
time. Dunlop is offering 16 different sizes of
tyre. Prices haven’t been released, but they’re
expected to be similar to the RoadSmart 2,
which cost around £210 mail order in the
most common size combination. The tyres are
expected on sale this month. www.dunlop.eu

Pirelli Diablo Rosso III
Replaces, you’ve guessed it, the Rosso II and is
for sporty riders on anything from a KTM RC390, 
through to large capacity nakeds, adventure
sportsbikes with 17in wheels and even the
latest-superbikes with 200-section rears. It’s
built with new compounds, profiles and tread
patterns designed to improve wet and dry grip,
agility, durability and above all confidence. MCN
tested the new Pirellis late in 2015 and what’s
most impressive is how light and crisp they make 
the steering at low and high speeds. They’re
expected in dealers soon. www.pirelli.com

TYRES

£197 £TBC £TBC

£240

£TBC

£210

£220

Michelin
Pilot Power 3 Scooter
and Pilot Road 4 Scooter
No news yet on new
models from Michelin for
motorcycles, but they’re
releasing two new offerings
for big scooters. They’re
based on bike models – the
Pilot Power 3 sporty road
tyre and the Pilot Road 4.
Michelin claim the Pilot
Road 4 lasts 10% longer
than their current big-
scoot tyre and can reduce
wet-weather stopping
distances by four metres.
The Power 3s promise
similar durability increases
over existing sporty scooter
tyres, but also a one-second
improvement on a lap of
Michelin’s handling circuit. 
www.michelin.com

Bridgestone has deployed new compounds

Bridgestone has

brought MotoGP tech

to the new S21
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Yoshimura 
R-11SQ
To sharpen up an ageing GSX-R1000,
Yoshimura have released this new can
that’s based on the race bike used in World
Superbikes and at the Suzuka Eight-Hour.
The expanded shape allows the exhaust
to boost power without generating excess
noise, and the R-11SQ is road-legal,
regardless of whether it’s in stainless steel
(£548) or the titanium finish (£614). At the
moment it fits the GSX-R1000, and will also
fit the updated model when it arrives later in
2016, and Yoshi are working to add fitments 
for popular sportsbikes like the BMW
S1000RR and Kawasaki ZX-10R.
www.performanceparts-ltd.com

K-Tech Bullit
springless shocks for
Triumph Bonneville
Looks are key when it comes to modifying
bikes like the Bonnie, but the retro Triumphs
are definitely among the machines that
would benefit from improved suspension.
These new twin shocks from British firm
K-Tech have been available for Harley-
Davidsons since last year, but now they
have been developed for the Bonnie. They’re
available in gold or chrome as well as the
black version pictured) and are nitrogen
filled so they give old-fashioned looks with
modern performance. They cost from £525.
www.ktechsuspension.com

MSS
Kawasaki adjustable 
triple clamps

Öhlins
Smart EC steering
damper for Yamaha R1

For those trackdayers who want the flashest
view from the rider’s seat – and the ability to
change the steering offset, there are these
new yokes from the MSS Kawasaki race team.
They’re machined from aluminium and are
available for either Kawasaki ZX-10Rs from
2008 onwards or the 2015-on Yamaha R1.
They come with a standard offset, but can be
adjusted by 3mm in either direction to speed
up or slow down the steering response. They’re
bored to suit popular racing forks from Öhlins
and K-Tech, or to work with the standard forks if 
required. info@mssperformance.com

As if the latest YZF-R1M, with its Öhlins
electronic suspension, wasn’t advanced
enough already. Now the Swedish suspension
experts have crafted a clever steering damper
that works with the bike’s existing suspension
package to become part of the electronic set-
up. The Smart EC plugs into the machine’s
Suspension Control Unit (SCU) and that means
the damping characteristics automatically
alter to suit real-time conditions. The Smart
EC replaces the standard steering damper
and Öhlins promise finer tolerances, superior
materials and more precise control than the
standard unit. The unit reads the bike’s speed

and acceleration rate as well as
throttle and gear position.

www.ohlins.com

SHOWA

The people behind the standard s
many modern sportsbikes are ad
products to their repertoire.

Showa are starting by offering
Free Fork (BFF) and Balance Free
Lite (BFRC) shocks for a small ra
can be fitted to the 2016 Kawasa
will also be available for the BMW
the much-anticipated Suzuki GSX
to hit showrooms later this year.

The new range takes over whe
Piston Forks (BPF) leave off. The
regarded by road riders, but race
under tough track conditions. Sus
found it difficult to get them work
last part of the compression stro
entry tricky.

The new BFF and BFRC produc
problem, using similar technolog
from rival companies.

The twin-tube set-up means th
the damping piston rather than th
round, reducing the tendency for
to develop tiny air bubbles that af
characteristics.

There’s no firm word yet on wh
products will reach the market, b
to be around April. Retail prices h
confirmed either, but they’re anti
benchmarked against equivalent
of Öhlins, so expect the shocks to
north of £1000 and forks to be in
£5000. That puts both products
racers and moneyed trackdayers
www.showa1.com

FROM £1000

£855

£TBC

FROM £959
PERFORMANCE
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KNOX
Armour people Knox contin
clothing with new jackets a
their existing Studio Collec

The new Zephyr jacket is
women and adds to a range
to be protective while on th
blend into everyday life whe

The Zephyr is equipped w
shoulder, elbow and back a
there’s the option of adding

It’s for summer riding onl
breathable mesh across the
dictionary definition of zeph
shoulders, back and arms a
nylon with stretch propertie
resistance and helps ensure

Knox have also introduce
beefed-up protection, which
lower back and chest.

The Defender Elite (£249
armour that meets the high
protection standard, and a s
Aegis back protector built in
chest protector which can b
rider’s needs.
www.planet-knox.com

JACKET

Spada Berliner 
leather jacket
Trusty British brand Spada are trying to add
more strings to their bow in 2016 by throwing
in a bit of classic styling. The Berliner jacket is
a good symbol of what they’re trying to do, with
leather construction and a corduroy collar as
well as shoulder and elbow armour and a pocket 
for an approved back protector.
www.spadaclothing.co.uk 

£299.99

Furygan
Vince Banshee
The Vince Banshee has a classic feel and quality
of construction that makes for a timeless appeal.
It’s made from soft leather with a textile backing
to boost abrasion resistance and the seams
are triple-stitched in key impact areas. There’s
shoulder and elbow armour from D3O and a
pocket for optional back protector. Black only.
www.nevis.uk.com

£349.99

Dainese
Sandstorm Gore-Tex
Genuine overlanders want the ability to remove
the waterproof membrane when they reach hot
climates. Dainese’s new Sandstorm gives that
option, along with air vents on the chest, back
and sleeve to drag in even more cooling air. It has
shoulder and elbow armour and comes in four 
different colour options.
www.dainese.com

£419.99

Lightweight Knox

Zephyr combines hot-

climate comfort with

impact protection

£199.99
Rev’IT Masaru 
one-piece suit

The recent resurgence of the
sportsbike should mean more
demand for one-piece race suits. This
new one from Rev’IT is made from
cowhide with Kevlar stretch panels
and lined cuffs for rider comfort. It’s
armoured at the shoulders, elbows,
hips and knees and the inner lining is
removable so it can be taken out and
thrown in the washing machine. It
comes in three predominantly black
designs, with red, neon yellow or 
white detailing

   £TBC

Rev’IT
Zircon
Another addition to the growing number of
jackets that hark back to the classic era of British
motorcycling. The shell is wax-coated cotton
and it’s backed up with a Hydratex waterproof
membrane. It’s also armoured at the shoulders
and elbows, with a pocket for back protection. 
Available in black, sand, or dark green.
www.revit.eu

£249.99
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£269.99

The full-length Forma Adventure boot has been
popular and won a Best Buy award from MCN’s
sister magazine RiDE. This is a new low-top
version, which suits urban riders who want the

chunky look and ankle protection but need their
boots to fit under jeans. They’re made

from oil-treated leather with a
Drytex waterproof membrane and
they’re CE approved for protection.
In keeping with the urban style,

they’re only available in brown.
www.factoryagencies.co.uk

Sidi’s mid-level off-road boot gets
an update for 2016, with a full-grain
leather construction with Lorica
inserts and a replaceable protector
for the metatarsals on the top of the
foot and plastic front shin plate. The
soles can be removed and replaced
with different styles to suit different
disciplines of riding. They’re available
in a mind-boggling array of colour
combinations as well as plain black, 
grey, or white.
www.sidiselect.co.uk

Sidi Crossfire 2 SRS
As adventure motorcycling
continues to grow, so do the
number of boots to suit the
purpose. The latest Alpinestars
offering brings the usual bracing
to protect against twisting forces,
and a Drystar waterproof and
breathable membrane. Alpinestars

are also debuting a new type of
buckle that they say will

make the boots
quicker put on and
take off. www.

alpinestars.com

Alpinestars 
Corozal Adv
Drystar boot

ty to be said for a simple, effective touring
he Latemar appears to deliver just that.
th a full-grain cowhide outer that’s backed
x waterproof and breathable membrane,

wide opening that’s secured by a zip and
e calf there’s an extra adjuster to help the
get the perfect fit. They’re approved to the
E safety standard and come in sizes 6-12, 
priced £269.99.
www.dainese.com

nese
mar Gore-Tex

Forma Adventure LowBOOTS

GLOVES

Sidi Crossfire 2 SRS

are as ready for the

rough stuff as you are

Clutch Evo

D-Dry may

be short, but

they’re tough

£239.99

£159.99

Alpinestars Jet
Road Gore-Tex glove
Alpinestars’ top winter glove gets another
revamp and it’s hard to think how much more
it can be refined. It has a Gore-Tex membrane,
reinforced leather palm, and hard armour
for the knuckles. It even has a touchscreen-
compatible finger.
www.alpinestars.com

Dainese
Clutch Evo D-Dry
Short waterproof gloves that meet the CE
standard as protective riding equipment. There’s
a reinforced palm, insulation against the cold,
and a wrist restraint. They come in four colour 
options and sizes S-XXL. 
www.dainese.com

Weise
Sirius WP gloves
The Sirius gloves are full-on winter warmers.
Made from textile using full-grain leather
on the palm, the gloves are waterproof,
windproof and have a breathable membrane.
They also feature an Outlast thermal lining.
For comfort there’s a twin leather overlay
on the palm and fingers, padding on the 
knuckles, and stretch panels.
www.thekeycollection.co.uk

Rev’IT
Taurus GTX
New Gore-Tex gloves that are lined
with PrimaLoft Eco to give a balance of
warmth and good feel for the controls. The
construction of the gloves means riders can
keep one layer of the cuff inside their riding
jacket and the outer layer outside the jacket
to give the ideal protection against both water 
and draughts.
www.revit.eu

£69.99

 £159.99

£79.99
£139.99

£389.99



GOPRO Hero4 Session
When it comes to action cameras, GoPro are

almost exclusively considered to be the best,

with the most versatile mounts, best picture

quality and options like slow-motion and high-

def quality. But there are plenty of companies on

their heels, and the Hero4 Session looks to be a

brilliant addition to the action cam scene.

It’s much smaller than a regular GoPro – just

38mm square and 36mm deep – and that means

more flexibility when used on a bike. The mounts

work with the regular GoPro kit, so anyone with

the existing product will be able to use their

mounts for this. There’s also the ability to rotate

the camera to level the shot, and a phone app that

lets you preview your shot to help with set-up.

The camera can also be mounted upside-down

and will automatically correct itself to flip the

footage into the right orientation.

To help reduce wind-noise, the Session also

features dual microphones front and rear, and

cleverly chooses between them to capture the

clearest soundtrack.

The specification sits somewhere between

the base £109.99 GoPro and the higher-end

kit that costs over £200, but the price is a very

competitive £159.99.

The Hero4 Session shoots up to 1440p at 30

frames per second (fps) and can record at 1080p

at up to 60fps and can take slower-motion 100fps

shots at 720p resolution. It can also take stills of

up to eight megapixels and there are timeburst

modes to take quickfire stills in succession.

There’s a highlights mode that lets the rider store

recent footage by pressing the button on top of

the camera.

The new Hero4 Sessions are in

stock now, and there are a range

of accessories available

including a remote control

and mounts.

www.gopro.com
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£159.99

Korean firm Sena’s bike intercoms are impressive
– and they’ve replaced their popular and high-
quality SMH10 with the new 10S. It uses a more
up-to-date Bluetooth 4.1 for its functions of
rider-pillion or bike-to-bike communications and
connecting with phones, audio systems or sat-
navs. Sena promises clearer audio quality and a
longer range of communication, with riders able
to communicate when they’re up to a mile apart.
Users can also adjust the settings on the system
through a smartphone app rather than having to
remember the sequence in which to press the
unit’s buttons.
www.sena.com

Sena 10S intercom £163.55

It gets harder and harder for people to b
from their phones, and this is the latest
in touch with our increasingly powerful
new Active&Connected mount is based
bicycles and mounts via either a univers
that grips the handlebars or via a one-in
RAM ball mount that can be secured
to a variety of mounting options. The
housing is waterproof to the point of
submersion and the strong case will
protect the phone against damage in a
two-metre drop onto a hard surface.
www.tranam.co.uk

Active&Connected
phone mounts

FROM £74.99

With an additional 

mount, new Hero 4 

Session allows you to 

take shots like these 
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i’s second luggage range of
year is aimed at off-roaders

o own enduro or supermoto
chines. The five waterproof

gs are made from waterproof
arpaulin material combined

with nylon to give it extra
resilience over normal
rollbags. The seamless
construction gives an extra
defence against water
ingress, as well as a wrap-
close system that keeps out
rain. They mount to the bike

with belts and straps – and
he bags have an air-extraction
valve to make best use of the
space inside. Again, prices are
to be confirmed.

ww.givi.co.uk

The modern phenomenon of the retro
custom doesn’t exactly lend itself
naturally to luggage provision, so
Givi have created a range of semi-
rigid luggage to work with trendy
urban bikes. The idea was to design
something that would store as
much clobber as traditional luggage
without offending the urban rider’s
fashion tastes. The MT501 is a pair of
top-loading saddlebags that can be
expanded to each carry nine litres of
kit and mount to Givi model-specific
frames. There’s also a single-sided
MT501S for bikes with high-level
exhausts. The range also includes a
30-litre tailbag (MT502) that can be
converted into a backpack and can also
be integrated with the MT503 rollbag
to give another four litres of storage
space. The final bag in the range is
a magnetic tankbag with an internal
pocket for a smartphone as well as five
litres of room. The prices are yet to be
confirmed.
www.givi.co.uk

The latest high-
end rucksack from
Alpinestars is designed
with rider comfort
in mind thanks to
free-moving shoulder
straps that distribute
weight evenly across
the rider’s back rather
than concentrating
it in one area. Inside
the backpack there are compartments to keep
the contents neat and tidy, and a removable
electronic device holder so items like tablets can
be stowed safely and with less risk of scratching
the screen.
www.alpinestars.com

Alpinestars 
Force backpack

£129.99
Off-road firm Acerbis
have produced a fully
waterproof backpack
for enduro riders,
though there’s no
reason why road riders
wouldn’t want one. The
large 22-litre rucksack
has taped seams and
zips with a water-
resistant exterior to
keep water out. The
storage area is sealed and measures 26x38cm.
It also comes with two external waterproof
pockets, one internal net pocket and an external
bottle pocket.
www.acerbis.it

£49.99

Acerbis 
No Water backpack

It may not look it,
but there’s a large 
element of practicality 
in this fashionable-
looking bag from 
Knox’s Studio 
Collection. The main 
body is waterproof 
PU-backed nylon with 
taped seams, and the 
rolltop closure stops 
water getting in. As 
well as the main compartment there are three 
external pockets with water-resistant zips. The 
bag also features a helmet carrying strap to save 
you carrying your lid around when off the bike.
www.planet-knox.com

£59.99

Knox 
Studio rucksack

Givi Gravel-T

FROM £50.05

GIVI Metro-T

Metro-T range 

means city 

slickers can 

keep their cool

Lightweight but 

rugged, Gravel-T is 

ready for adventure

Tankbag has pockets for your devices

 FROM £41.56
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‘Building your own retro racer just got easy’
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By Phil West

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

Continued over

G
uilty secret time: for years 
now, like many of us, I’ve 
secretly fancied building my 
own modern-day café racer. 

You know the sort of thing 
– old BMW boxers turned into scram-
blers; Honda CX500s chopped into café 
racers; Hinckley Triumphs adorned 
with knobblies and exhaust bandages.

The trouble is, it’s not actually as easy 
as it might look to make one – until now. 

Enter Café Racer Kits (CRK), the pet 
project of lifelong biker and profes-
sional draughtsman Ian Saxcoburg. 
Formed in 2011 and operating out of 
his well-kitted garage and workshop 
near Ryde on the Isle of Wight, his is a 
classic British tale of a one-man, home-
brewed, cottage industry.

After deciding to build his own café 
racer, while at the same time notic-
ing the huge number of unfinished 
projects on eBay, Ian realised that if 
he designed his conversion properly, 
using his draughtsman skills, it would 
be effortlessly repeatable, manufactur-
able and commercially saleable.

“The initial spark was watching Café 
Racer on TV and seeing a CX500 build. 
I just thought I’ve got to build one, 
purely for myself. But as I was build-
ing it I thought I’d do a few drawings 
and while doing that I realised I could 
do more than just a one off,” says Ian.

His first kit – for Honda’s venerable 
CX500 Plastic Maggot – was the re-
sult, and went on public display at the 
Classic Bike show at Shepton Mallet in 
early 2012, and drew plenty of admir-
ing attention. Since then Ian has set 
up a very professional website (www.
caferacerkits.co.uk), developed two 
further models, a CB250/400 variant 
and the brand new Hinckley Triumph 
café racer tested here, given up his day 
job and sold well over 100 kits (mostly 
for the CX) so far, worldwide. As Ian 
himself says: “I started it off as a hobby 
and here I am now working full time!”

Hitting the road
As it’s the newest kit, and the most 
modern and useable platform, we’re 
focusing on the Triumph package 
here, although the CX and CB kits are 
also overleaf.

    CAFÉ
What started out as a 
personal project for Ian 
Saxcoburg has now 
become a full-time job



‘You feel special,
envied, different –
all the things true

café racers and
customs deliver’
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CRK bracket boasts new warning lights

Kit also includes seat pads and subframe

Stubby front mudguard bolts straight on

11-litre tank hides under fibreglass shell

All that’s left to do is to choose your paint

Up close

DIY CAFÉ RACERS

It’s built around the early 
Hinckley triples so applies to not 
just the Trident 750/900, but also 
the Trophy 900 and Daytona 750 – 
however doesn’t yet accommodate 
the 900 Thunderbird due to frame 
differences. This bike was based on 
a donor Trident Sprint.

The modification principles are 
essentially the same as with the CX 
and CB versions. The buyer sources 
their own donor bike and CRK of-
fer kit parts in a variety of different 
modules according to the buyer’s 
requirements. 

The basics comprise a replace-
ment, shortened, tubular steel rear 
subframe, accompanying fibreglass 
seat unit along with seat and bum 
pad (various types are available); 
footrest mounts; modified instru-
ment housing complete with new 
idiot lights; clip-ons, chrome head-

lamp and brackets, front mudguard, 
plus alloy rad cover, rear hugger and 
chainguard.

The new Triumph kit, however, also 
includes a special 11-litre fuel tank 
(comprising impressively crafted, 
hand-built alloy ‘inner’ and fibreglass 
shell complete with Monza-style fuel 
cap), which explains its higher £1865 
price. Ian says the idea was to reduce 
the profile of the donor bike, which is 
renowned for being top heavy.

Like his other kits, the Triumph one 
comes with an impressively detailed 
and thorough instruction manual 
stretching to 80 pages long, while 
the simpler CX and CB conversions 
only require 50 pages each. As with 
all Saxcoberg’s kits, paint finish and 
final spec is up to the buyer. Ian ad-
vises that buyers will need to inform 
their insurers about the modifica-
tions and that this is usually easier 

with specialist bike insurers such as 
Carole Nash. Otherwise, that’s it – 
find a donor bike, buy a kit, and build 
your café racer.

Ian’s demo bike is finished in eye-
catching X75 Hurricane-alike orange 
and yellow and is truly impressive 
in the flesh. The tank is a glossy, 
quality item, the seat and seat pads 
neatly upholstered, the rear subframe 
(which on the Triumph is bolt-on but 
on the CX and CB requires a minimal 

amount of welding) looks factory-
built. Only the slightly DIY-looking 
clock console and full knowledge 
this bike didn’t start out like this, 
unmasks it as a special.

Spiritual Speed Triple
Better still is how it goes, sounds and 
feels. With the Triumph engine and 
rolling chassis completely unchanged, 
the dynamics are familiarly reassur-
ing. Yet there’s a whole new posture 
and attitude thanks to the revised rid-
ing position, styling, and the sound!

On board it reminds, perhaps natu-
rally, of Hinckley’s own original Speed 
Triple – but the CRK seat is firmer, 
probably slightly higher, but it’s all 
still natural – while Ian’s aftermarket 
silencers amplify the Hinckley triple 
into a simply addictive roar. Other 
than that there are no quirks, no 
restricted steering lock, none of the 

From a dowdy Trident to 

something really special, 

the CRK kit turns café race 

dreams to bolt-on realities
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CAFÉ RACER KITS CRK900

Price £1865 (plus donor Triumph 900)

Engine Standard liquid-cooled, 12-valve

DOHC transverse Triumph triple

Power 100bhp @ 9000rpm

Torque 61ftlb @ 6500rpm

Weight n/a

Fuel capacity 11 litres (down from 25)

Chassis Original tubular steel spine

with modified, bolt-on tubular steel

subframe

Contact www.caferacerkits.co.uk

CRK also make kits to suit Honda’s CX500 and Superdream

Kit’s specially designed 

megaphone cans amplify 

the triple’s attitude

Superdream-based
CRKs like this can be

made for under £2000

From an ugly duckling to a cracking café racer, V-twin CX500 gets the CRK touch

faults, foibles and plain worries of so 
many one-off specials, only pleasure.

On board you feel different, envied 
– all the things true customs and café 
racers deliver – and yet this is one 
nearly all of us really can build in our 
own garage – and at a pretty reason-
able price, too.

So if you ever fancied a café racer but 
were wary of pricey one-off builds, 
or were tempted by a winter project 
but doubted your ability, maybe this 
is the answer. It’s a glorious Airfix kit 
for grown men that delivers a unique, 
affordable, trustworthy and individual 
bike at the end of it. You can get donor 
Triumphs for around £1000. That makes 
this a dream winter project and one 
that results in a personalised Speed 
Triple on steroids that’s also bang on 
trend or under £3000. And if that’s 
too much money, the CX and CB ver-
sions can be done for almost half that. 
Brilliant or what?

CRK currently offer three different 

café racer kits – the Triumph 

CRK900 we took for a test 

ride, plus the original CX500-

based CRK500, and CB250/400 

Superdream-based CRK250/400.

CRK’s original kit was for 

the CX500 in 2012 and, priced 

at £795, has proved hugely 

successful. Two versions are 

available – Café Racer or Roadster 

– with a variety of parts modules 

offered to covert your donor CX to 

whatever spec or style you prefer, 

although the basics are: new rear 

subframe including battery box, 

fibreglass seat unit, upholstered 

seat pad and bum stop, 

instrument bracket, clip-ons, 

front mudguard, stainless exhaust 

headers etc. Unlike the 

Triumph kit, the standard CX 

fuel tank is retained but CRK 

also offer kits that convert 

the CX’s Comstar wheels into 

wires costing around £1100.

The ride and performance 

is, of course, unchanged, so 

you need to remember this is 

a nearly 40-year-old 500cc 

twin, complete with old-school

metal switchgear, fuel tap, choke, 

fairly basic brakes, grip and so on 

– a cosmetic revolution, however 

nice it is, can’t change any of that.

What has changed hugely, 

however, is its attitude and style – 

what it lacks in kapow it more than 

makes up for in character. The 

sense of riding something special 

– surely even better still with the 

knowledge that you’ve made it 

yourself – is priceless, however 

pedestrian the performance. After 

all, you’re not buying a CX or CB 

kit for outright performance. 

And, with donor CXs still to be 

had for around £700 meaning you 

can put one together for under 

£2000, that’s suddenly very 

tempting indeed.

CAFÉ SWAPPING TAKE YOUR PICK
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VVT is clever,
but will it work?
Tolerances will be key if
steel ball system is going 
to be reliable

LETTER OF THE WEEK
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Honed in the precise

arena of MotoGP but

will Suzuki’s VVT be

reliable on the road?

Rob Johnston, email

Ed: You’re right that it’s a fascinating system and Suzuki are to be applauded for 

not shying away from new technology for the next-generation GSX-R

Suzuki's centrifugal force-operated variable valve 

timing system (MCN, January 6) is an amazing

innovation and they are to be congratulated. It's

certainly a huge step forward from systems such as

Honda's VTEC with its odd step in the power as all

the valves kick in. My only fear is reliability. It should 

be fine in the controlled environment of MotoGP,

where all the parameters are known and engines can

be blue-printed to perfection. But how will the steel

ball and groove device fare in mass production where 

there tends to be a bit more variation?  

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit
MCNcompare.com and you can quickly
compare prices from 43 top motorcycle
insurance brands. The writer of the
best letter each week published in the
Letters pages will receive a free retro-
design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 
MCNcompare.com website.

WSB is going down the pan

@ Ever since MotoGP bosses Dorna
got hold of World Superbikes,

I’ve been wondering how long it would
take them to ruin it completely. We
have an excellently run domestic series
in British Superbikes which provides
back-to-back racing all day at sensible
prices. The BSB races are both different
because the grid for race two depends
on the result of race one. WSB’s second
race has the same grid as the first,
making the battle more often than not
a repetition of the first and in some
cases boring. Unfortunately, the sup-
port races are sparse so if you attend
WSB there is a lot of time waiting for
something to happen – so if you have
limited time and funds you are going
to choose BSB even though we have
excellent British racers in WSB.
Howard Payne, email

ITV can save Supers
If Dorna are so concerned about
falling viewers for WSB then

perhaps they should pay ITV4 to run a
highlights programme. I don’t have
Eurosport so ITV4 is the only way I can
see BSB and I can’t believe I’m the only 
person who is in this position.
Tony Senior, email

Foggy’s mean about Sheene
I agree with James Muirhead and
was really disappointed that

Foggy had to make a dig at Barry Sheene
(MCN Letters, January 6). Sheene was
my boyhood hero and then in the 90s 

I went everywhere to watch new hero
Foggy. I was always suspicious of peo-
ple whose idol was Roberts, as he was
Barry’s great rival, and put it down to
a North versus South thing where tough
Northerners resented the flash
Londoner. I thought at the time the
bitchy remarks between them both
was just a bit of publicity seeking. Now
Foggy is still at it, it really lowers my
high opinions of the man. I now have
a Shark Foggy rep going cheap on ebay! 
Dan Night, email

Please accept me and my 125
I’m 21 and have been riding since
I was eight, either as a pillion or

in the last three years on my Pulse
Adrenaline 125. I love biking and intend
to upgrade to a larger bike as soon as I
can. It is therefore disheartening when
other bikers refuse to nod to me on the
roads, presumably due to the L-plates.
From the appearance of my bike, one
can tell it’s my pride and joy and I also
wear full leathers all of the time. What
more must eager riders of smaller bikes
do to be recognised as bikers? Is it a
case of ‘You’re not in the club until
you’ve paid a shed load to do your test’? 
Tom Hood, email

Mike wants one, but wants it retro

Keep CB old-school
Just read the article on Honda’s
plans to put the CB1100R into

production but making it a 900 with
a new frame. Please Honda, keep it to
the original 2007 design – it’s perfect
and will sell by the thousand. If
Honda change it to monoshock, this 
is one biker that won’t buy it.
Mike Woodward, Rotherham

Surtees should be knighted

@ Reading through the New Year’s
honours there is the usual array

of worthies with John Surtees getting
a CBE, but why was he not made a
knight years ago? No issue with AP
McCoy getting the gong, he’s domi-
nated his sport for 20 years. But why
can a man who has a unique achieve-
ment in sport as well as leading a char-
ity not be similarly honoured?
Wil Vaughan, email

Thruxton looks Bonnie

@ Saw one of Triumph’s all-new
Thruxtons on the M1 last week,

it was with the new Street Twin. The
Thruxton looked superb, I was follow-
ing it for a little while trying to work
out what it was, so sped up a little to
overtake and get a better look. Very
lovely! I’m a Guzzi man myself but will
be having a good look at one of those.
Nigel Brown, email

Screen's a dream

@ James Haslam’s letter in last
week’s MCN seems to be yet an-

other criticism of bike manufacturers’
poor screen designs and performance.
I replaced the touring screen on my
XV1600 Wildstar with an MRA naked
bike screen due to horrendous buffet-
ing. The result is brilliant with no
problems at speeds of up to 90mph.
Not only that, but they replaced it with
no problem when a small crack
appeared after nine years’ use. Surely
if an independent manufacturer can
design and make a screen that works,
can’t the major manufacturers do 
likewise?
Barrie Lynn, Aberystwyth

READER POLL

2016 may officially be the year of

the Monkey, but could it really be 

the year of the GOAT? 

01%

Yes – Valentino will buil
performance, and go one be

as Vale’s best bet for a tenth 
own to retirement 
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etition
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Every week, MCN
prints the best
pictures sent in by
readers or website
users. You can
post your pictures
onto our Facebook
page or email them
to mcn.letters@
motorcyclenews.com
We want the full
array of weird and
wonderful images
that reflect your
biking life. As you
can see here, we are
happy to celebrate
the lighter things from
the world of biking.

YOUR
PICTURES
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John Greenwood watching the cricket in Cape Town before going up the Garden Route on an Enfield

At Waldeck Schloss during our Dambusters trip. Pete Lewis

Reading MCN in the hot tub in the Canaries. Doombarsmith

Getting the bikes prepared for Spring. Neil Holmes

Popped in to see a racing legend over Christmas. Steve ReidAnna and grandad planning the year ahead. George Wilson

Harvey-Lee trying grandad’s new Diavel for size. Ian Freeman
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Pushing bhp boundary
could cause problems

With Suzuki set to release a

power-packed new Hayabusa

(see page 4), the safety brigade

are already preparing their

sanctimonious speeches and 

doom-saying documents.

Not since the 1300cc beast

first appeared in 1999 has there

been such anticipation of brute

force and ignorance. Things

have changed quite a bit since

those days. When the original

Busa hit 195mph, there were

threats of top-speed sanctions

from the European Parliament.  

In a bid to head this off

at the pass, motorcycle

manufacturers agreed their

own limit of 186mph (300kph).

This had no legal weight but

was a gentleman’s agreement.

And it worked. The Eurocrats

climbed down from their high

horses and concentrated on far

more important things – like 

making sure bananas

weren’t too bendy!

That self-imposed

limit stands today

and although many

machines are capable of

much more, they falter 

at that mark. Many

argue that it’s all

irrelevant as

no-one rides

these bikes

to their limit

on the road 

anyway. But that’s missing the

point. The point is, it appeases

the bespectacled power brokers 

and puts them back in their 

Volvo-shaped boxes.

And with the bike market

not quite so obsessed by sports

missiles and the like anymore

anyway, the bike buying public

don’t seem to mind the 186mph

limit. There’s also an agreement 

among bike builders to keep

production bikes under 200bhp.

This seems to be slipping a bit,

though. So will the pushing

of these boundaries cause a

problem for motorcycling?

Kawasaki is claiming 209bhp 

for the ZX-10R (with ram air)

and most of 2014’s sportsbikes

were right on the 200bhp limit.

The bhp mark is a harder one to

enforce or get too angsty about

as a) they are claimed figures

and are rarely borne out on the

dyno, b) if bikes are limited to

186mph anyway, what’s the

problem with more bhp?

And c) it’s hard to measure

as so many things can affect

a bhp reading. But if serious

and fatal accident figures

continue to rise for

bikes and these claims

get more boisterous,

we could be in for

another bout of Euro

interference – and

no-one wants that!
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10 things you MUST
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YOUR BIKING YEAR
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Try a different type of bike
Harleys are for girls, tourers are for old men, sportsbikes

are for modestly endowed egotists. These prejudices

and many more are the reason a lot of people don’t stray from their

favoured type of bike. Drop in to an amenable dealer with your licence,

try something you wouldn’t usually consider, and take it on its own

merits. You might find you like it, and make your biking life better by

getting into new things. Or at least in future you can talk about them/

decry them with a smidge of authority.

Go away on your bike
There’s more to being on two wheels than a Sunday jaunt or

trotting back and forth to work. Touring is more popular than

ever, but there’s plenty more who haven’t experienced the unique joy of

being on the road for more than a day. An easy start is a trip to a distant

BSB meet, or a European WSB/MotoGP meet. Manufacturers like BMW,

Ducati and Triumph hold mass festivals in central Europe – pack your

toothbrush on the S1000RR (Garmisch, Germany), 916 (Misano, Italy) or

Street Triple (Neukirchen, Austria) and get stuck in with fellow owners.

Go off road
Motocross, enduro, trials, short track, speedway. You’ve

seen them all, but most road riders never get round to hitting

the dirt. But there are plenty of off-road riding schools and tryout days

where you can turn up without a scrap of kit and use bikes, helmets and

protective wear to take the first steps into the mucky stuff. Be prepared to

be mentally and physically challenged as well as totally worn-out, but we

defy you not to come home with a mud-splattered grin and a bit more bike 

control to boot.

1 2 3

NEXT

WEEK
Winter riding

made safe

and easy

Get the new year off to a storming start by trying some new and exciting motorcycling experiences

TOP TIPS

ways to pack 2016 
with biking highs10

It’s the time of year

where you take a

closer look at your 

biking life



Fix something yourself
Save time and money, get to know your bike

better, and get jobs done sooner: why wouldn’t

you want to look after your own bike? Even if your bike is in

warranty and needs certain jobs done by a skilled dealer

there’s still plenty you can do without affecting that. Pick

a job that daunts you, study the method, get the right gear

for the task, and get stuck in. You’ll wonder why you didn’t 

do it earlier. And you’ll save some cash.

Buy another one
You can’t take it with you – so unless it comes

at the cost of the kids’ school dinners, invest

a bit of disposable cash in another bike. Maybe a project

– buy an example of your first bike and titivate it, or if

you’ve taken our third piece of advice, add an off-roader

to the fleet. If you followed point one, you might fancy

adding a cruiser for those rides when the Fireblade feels 

like overkill. 

Do biking a favour
Bikers have a better reputation than they used to. That’s important – we’re less

likely to come in for undue police and political attention if we’re not riling the

wider population. There are plenty of events where bikers prove we’re decent, normal folk

who just happen to have a bike – things like toy runs to kids’ hospitals and mass rideouts for 

charity do genuine good for those in need, and earn bikers some brownie points, too.

Get someone else riding
You know that mate who stares wistfully as you arrive at their house on a bike?

They could be your next riding buddy with a bit of coaxing. And you don’t need

a field bike and a bit of land to give them a shot on two wheels like you did in the old days

– the MCIA’s Get On scheme gives non-motorcyclists a free hour-long taster session with 

everything provided. See www.geton.co.uk for more details.

Stop for the stricken
There once was a time when stopping for someone who’d broken down was the

done thing. Nowadays, things are a little different. Mobile phones and recovery

services mean we’re less reliant on outside help, but don’t just assume that a rider stopped

at the side of the road is there for a crafty smoke – it’s time we helped each other a little 

more. Take 30 seconds to check and maybe make a big difference to someone’s day.

Get yourself some training
When it comes to bikes, experience brings skill. It also brings complacency. It’s

easy to slip into the trap of assuming you can do no wrong, so why not consider

an advanced riding course? They’re not all stuffy and dull, and plenty understand you want

to enjoy your bike. Often you’ll find the new skills will help you ride more swiftly as well as

safely. If you’re into trackdays a day of one-to-one instruction will hone your circuit craft.

#MCNwednesday
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Take more care of your bike
If you’ve ever bought a used bike you’ll know

they’re never quite fit to go, there’s always a

niggle or two. Typically, it’s not a sign of gross neglect, but

more a result of man’s natural instinct to procrastinate

anything that causes hassle. Resolve not to leave iffy

tyres, tired brakes and stiff, worn chains – sort issues as

they arrive and ensure you’re covering more miles with 

your bike feeling as good as it possibly can.
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Independent

specialist Clive

Wood, 55, has

been working

on Hinckley

Triumphs since

the day they

were released, and has his

own workshop near Sleaford 

in Lincolnshire.

“I use one-litre plastic ice

cream containers all the time

in my workshop. They will

take all the parts for a typical

job, like servicing brakes or

stripping down suspension,

and they are deep enough

not to get flipped over and

catapult those bits across the

floor if you accidently knock it.

“A dishwasher is great for

cleaning baked-on crud off

components like cylinder

heads and crankcases. It

won’t always get into the 

nooks and crannies of a set

of gunged-up carbs, but if it’s

on its hottest programme it’s

effectively a steam cleaner

and takes care of a lot of

cleaning drudgery.

“If I am refitting parts like

valve guides and bearings

that are a tight, interference

fit, I’ll pop them in the freezer

for a couple of hours. That

way they will contract enough

to make it so much easier to

get them in straight and true

without using too much force.

Finally, chefs use small blow

torches to caramelise dessert

toppings. I use one for a few

seconds on stubborn disc

bolts. The steel bolts and ally

wheel hubs have different

expansion rates and the heat 

breaks down the thread-

locking compound too.

“But the tool I’d love to see

invented would be a fluids

tester for the type of coolant

or engine oil in a bike. Organic

Acid Technology coolants

don’t mix well with Inorganic

Acid Technology fluids and

even if you drop the coolant,

there can still be 20% left

inside. Triumph use a hybrid

type for that reason, but it’s

pretty expensive. I’d also

know if clutch slip was due to

worn plates or because car oil

had been used by mistake.”

Top tips on using
household goods
to improve our 
biking lives

PLANET
MECHANIC

‘A dishwasher’s
great at cleaning
baked-on crud’
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TURN-BY-TURN 

STARTING AT COWES

Head towards Totland on A3054.

Pick up A3055 to Blackgang Chine.

Follow the road to Ventnor.

Pick up the A3020 to Sandown, from

there follow the A3055 up to Ryde. 

Head west and back to Cowes.

GREAT RIDES

i
GARLIC FARM – Location of all things garlic, the

farm sells a selection of garlic products including

chutney, relish and grow-your-own garlic bulbs.

THE NEEDLES – This famous rock formation is a

must-see when you go to the Isle.

STOTESBURY’S FISH AND CHIPS – Generally

thought of as the best fish and chips on the island,

Stotesbury’s is located in Newport town centre.

T
he ferry to the Isle of Wight
departs from Portsmouth every
30 minutes, making popping

over to the island extremely easy.
The only downside is the cost of the
crossing is fairly expensive at around
£40 return.

The island is a pleasant place to
spend a weekend. The riding isn’t the
most exciting, mainly due to the limited
landmass and the number of vehicles
on the road, but it has a certain charm.

Starting at Cowes you can follow the
coastal A3054 to Totland then head
on the small road through the forests 

to the Needles Park, which is the best
place to see the famous rocks. You can
take a walk along the cliffs to get even
closer to them, however most simply
look through their binoculars and then 
buy a postcard…

Back on the bike and the B3055
takes you to Blackgang Chine, which
at over 170 years old is the UK’s oldest
amusement park. It’s an eccentric
place and worth having a look around.

From Blackgang the A3055 leads to
Ventnor, then up to Sandown and Ryde
before finishing the loop at Cowes. At
this point you can head home on the 

Dial into the

island’s slow

pace and enjoy 

the views

ferry, but why not turn inland and take
the A3054 to Newport and cut through
the centre of the island and head back 
to Blackgang?

Route Lap of the Isle of Wight Distance 65 miles Time

Four hours Brief description A leisurely coastal ride

DOWNLOAD

THE ROUTE
motoryclenews.com/greatrides

TANK PAD MAP

TOMTOM RIDER

The new TomTom RIDER has

been redesigned for life on

the road and, with MCN, we’re

going to help you discover,

explore and enjoy new routes

each week. Download each

from motorcyclenews.com/

greatrides onto an SD card and

your TomTom Rider will show 

you the way.
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DELIVER

7
CONCEPT

Neil Murray

makes a living
buying & selling
pre-loved metal
– and he’s on
your side

BUYER
THE

Over-inflated

price flattened

MT-01’s chances

Bag a bargain not a lemon

B-King(2008-11)
with the wild B-King,

aunched in 2008 after
ki protesting it would
roduction, is not what
at it isn’t. The concept
s first displayed at the
o Show with a 240bhp
ged Hayabusa motor,
on rear tyre and even

nt recognition starter.
uction version simply
’t live up to it, lost the

charger and produced
‘just’ 164bhp.

hat you’ll pay today

nder £6k gets a good
’un – which is a lot of

bike for the money.
But should you? If

you like the style (and
any don’t) the B-King

s potent, classy, well-
pped, rare and a likely

future classic.

HondaCB1100(2013-on)
Homage to Honda’s classic fours, first
shown in 2008 as an RCB racer-styled
concept, was initially sold as a roadster
in Japan and Australia during 2011, and
eventually made it to Europe in 2013.
Improved in 2014 with wire wheels,
larger tank, four-into-two exhaust and
more, it’s a sweet machine with a super-

smooth 88bhp power delivery, easy
manners and classy build. But it’s not
the rorty café racer we’d hoped for.
What you’ll pay today Earliest
examples now under £6k with new 2016
models from £9000.
But should you? Tempting. One of the
best retros – once pricey, now better 
value than ever.

HondaVFR1200F(2010)
The first all-new VFR since 2002 was
hugely anticipated with expectations
ramped up by Honda’s concept model
at the 2008 Cologne Show. So when the
bike itself eventually debuted in 2010
it had a lot to live up to. On the whole, a
great bike, but it lacks the latest tech and 
the styling divides opinion.
What you’ll pay today From £5200.
But should you? Odd and slightly
underwhelming, but solid, classy and 
effective, too.

SuzukiV-Strom1000(2014)
First shown as a concept in 2012, the
updated V-Strom didn’t reach production
until 2014 and naturally expectations
were high. Unfortunately, the reality was
merely adequate. It isn’t a bad bike – it’s
an OK, affordable one in a class now
brimming with technology and options.
What you’ll pay today Used prices start
at £6k and new ones at £8999.
But should you? It may not be dazzling, 
but it’s more than competent, and 
something of a bargain.

HondaCrosstourer(2012)
Adventure variant of new VFR1200F was
shown as a concept in 2010 but didn’t
reach production for another two years.
It’s a decent bike and not dissimilar to
the original concept. But that two-year
wait hurt with the X-tourer lacking the
electronics of newer rivals in this class.
What you’ll pay today Anywhere from
£7500 for used, up to £14,599 for new.
But should you? Not new, but a fully
loaded 5000-miler for £7700 is much 
more tempting.

HondaDN-01(2008-2010)
The DN-01 was first shown at the 2005
Tokyo Show, and somehow made it into
production. It’s a wacky scooter/cruiser
hybrid with a Deauville V-twin powertrain
and pre-DCT auto transmission. All well
and good except… it cost £10,600.
What you’ll pay today Fairly rare (’cos
Honda sold virtually none) but you can
get a decent one for under £5k.
But should you? Decent around town
and cool for trendy urbanites, £5k is
justifiable, the original price wasn’t.

YamahaMT-01(2005-12)
Wacky V-twin-powered performance
roadster was first shown as a concept
in 2003 before entering production
in 2005. In the most part, Yamaha
had faithfully followed through.
Although beautifully built and equipped
the reality, however, was weirdly
lumpy, heavy, expensive and with 

limited practicality, so was never
a sales success. If it appeals (and
many owners are devoted) it’s now
something of a steal – classy, different
and a likely future classic.
What you’ll pay today From £6k up.
But should you? Some love ’em, most
don’t. If you do, find one while they’re 
still cheap.

‘Avoid the
autojumble
stumble’
I’ve bought bikes at

autojumbles, but dear

God, you need your

wits about you.

You’re buying

something off the back

of a trailer or van, and

your comebacks are

precisely nil. It’s like

buying at auction: the

ultimate caveat emptor

situation.

Doesn’t mean you

can’t pick up bargains,

though. The other

weekend there was

a really clean 1997

VFR750 opposite me. It

had 51,000 miles and

was up for just £1100.

I was sorely tempted

to buy it myself, except

that I hadn’t sold the

bike I’d brought with

me. (I did, later, but

by then the VFR had

gone).

Avoid anything

with jump leads

being attached, and

anything the vendor

is obviously having 

difficulty starting. The

best bargains come

right at the end, just

as people are packing

up, and resignedly

contemplating loading

the bloody thing back

into the van for the long

schlep home. That’s

when you pounce and

offer a silly price. And

yes, that’s when I sold 

mine...

Next week
What it takes to make a

living from used bikes

The stars of the
sh
in
B

‘The best

bargains come

at the end of 

the day’

Production B-King

was 76bhp shy of

the concept
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OUR BIKES

THE BIKE

Weight 210kg Seat height 845mm to

860mm Miles 7355 MPG 49.5mpg

Mods to date MCT Suspension set-up

£288, Yamaha heated grips (£144.99)

and pannier kit (£338.98)

YAMAHA MT-09 TRACER £8349

THE RIDER

Andy Downes Senior Reporter

andy.downes@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 9in Weight 80kg

His riding Experienced road rider with

a 60-mile round trip commute

Adam Child, MCN Senior
Road Tester

Miles 6700 MPG 52

12
UPDATE

7355
MILES

Turn the heated grips up 

to max and you could fry 

an egg in your gloves

Pilot Road 4s are supreme and the

centrestand is a chain-care bonus

The GSX-S has 

come into its own 

over winter

H
alf a winter’s worth of 
commuting on the MT-09 
Tracer is providing some 
forensic analysis of the 

bike’s talents – and almost all of them 
are providing even greater proof of how 
good the Yamaha is.

I try to ride all year round, for two 
reasons: it’s quicker than covering my 
30-mile journey to work in a car and 
it’s three times as much fun on two 
rather than four wheels. The Tracer is 
performing brilliantly so far and with 
the mild (but wet) winter we’ve had so 
far it’s actually been a lot of fun thanks 
to the upright riding position.

I’d already covered 5500 miles 
before the colder months arrived and 
felt I knew the bike pretty well. The 
darker days have revealed, however, a 
mass of other talents that add further 
weight to my argument that the Tracer 
is a fantastic all-rounder.

What’s working to help 
beat winter blues?
My Tracer has benefitted from 
suspension set-up and modification 
at the hands of Stowmarket-based 
suspension gurus MCT Suspension and 
the more compliant forks that have 
new springs, heavier oil and a reduced 
air gap have gone a long way to adding 
to winter confidence as the front-end 
pattering has been eradicated.

Combined with the suspension 
changes a set of Michelin Pilot Road 4 
tyres (approx £230) slice through the 
wet to grip nicely and warm up quickly. 
Yamaha’s official nuclear-hot heated 
grips (£144.99) are among the best I 
have ever used and the settings are 
easily selected through the dashboard. 
Level 10 is almost too hot to touch 
for long and the grips work with the 
protection from standard handguards 
to keep my hands perfectly warm.

The ABS and traction control both 
operate seamlessly, adding to the 
confidence oozing from the bike and 
neither electronic system stops you 
having fun in better conditions. 

On dipped beam the full LED front 

lights cast a penetrating glow a decent 
way up the road at night, with full 
beam very bright and excellent at 
lighting up the unlit back roads I use for 
most of my commute. The dashboard 
brightness can be adjusted, which is a 
boon when riding to and from work in 
the pitch black. 

What’s niggling?
Issues with my Tracer are few and 
far between since the suspension 
harshness has been dealt with and the 
poor original tyres have been changed. 
When a bike is this good you end up 
focusing on small niggles and even 
when added together they do little to 
take the shine off. 

I don’t like the way the fuel gauge 
takes more than 100 miles before 
it registers anything other than 
completely full and then instantly 
drops to half full. The main-beam 
switch location still isn’t intuitive, even 
after all these miles, and none of the 
buttons are illuminated, so finding 
them at night is a bit hit or miss. I still 
don’t see the point of the different 
riding modes on this bike as for 99% of 
the time I just leave the Tracer in the 
standard mode. The remaining 1% is 
when I accidentally change it.

The screen could offer better 
protection in the worst of the weather 
and on the highest setting it does need 
frequent cleaning so I can see through 
it. Oh, and in really wet weather the 
indicator lenses mist up.

After nearly 7500 miles with the 
Tracer it has really connected with me 
and I reckon it’s a machine that’s pretty 
much perfect for most people most 
of the time. It has enough power and 
poise to suit any occasion and is pretty 
comfy too.

Ready for anything
Tracer still shining after 7000 miles of all-weather riding

If you’ve packed your bike away for 
winter then you’ve been missing 
out. I can’t believe how mild it was 
throughout December, and we even 
had some kneedown-dry days on the 
run-up to Christmas, plus a few bonus 
dry days on the approach to 2016. 

The recently-fitted Metzeler 
M7-RR rubber (approx £230 mail order) 
on the GSX-S has been outstanding in 
the unseasonably mild conditions and 

has let me take real liberties, pushing 
the boundaries of grip. Thankfully the 
GSX-S1000F has excellent traction 
control as standard should I get a little 
carried away. The recent riding has 
been great fun, giving me the chance to 
play with the different levels of traction 
to see how much I can get away with. 

The Powerbronze double-bubble 
screen (£59) I fitted recently has 
made a big difference, too. I can now 
comfortably cruise at 90mph on my 
90-mile each-way commute. Before 
fitting the screen, 85mph was the 
comfort limit. It only took an hour to 
fit the Powerbronze screen and I also 
think it looks much better than the 
standard item. 

The Gear Gremlin heated grips I’ve 

fitted are my bargain find of the year. At 
only £44.99 they have performed well 
above my expectations, getting hotter 
than a McDonald’s apple pie after 
being zapped in the microwave. Suzuki 
don’t actually list any heated grips for 
the GSX-S1000F, so there’s no option 
but to go for aftermarket ones. I’d 
highly recommend the Gear Gremlins, 
which are a bargain compared to 
manufacturers’ genuine heated grips 
that are usually around £250. 

The Suzuki is nearly ready for her 
7500-mile service then fingers crossed 
the weather will hold through the rest 
of this month and next. If it does I might 
even sneak in a trackday or a short 
touring holiday! Trackdays and touring 
in winter? It could be on the cards!

GSX laughs at winter
New screen and heated grips keep coldish commutes fun

SUZUKI GSX-S1000F 
£9999
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THE QUESTION

‘With basic
woodwork
skills, some
cable ties
and a bit of
ingenuity, I
was ready’

Simon Relph Senior Designer

simon.relph@motorcyclenews.com

Miles 6387 MPG 42mpg

HONDA VFR 800X
CROSSRUNNER £10,299

Not bad for a home-made 

wooden camera mount. 

Mark II will be crafted

 from metal

The inspiration…

low-angle Z1 action

from Mad Max

Powerbronze screen (right) looks smart and helps increase cruising speeds

Heath Robinson

eat your heart

out, Relphy did all

this to support the

tiny Bandit camera

‘The Tracer is 
pretty much 

perfect for most 
people, most of 

the time’

Having got Christmas out of the way 

and the decorations back in the loft, I 

finally had five minutes to play with my 

new presents. Like a lot of riders, one 

of my gifts was an action camera – the 

TomTom Bandit (£299.99), perfect for 

making a short video featuring my pride 

and joy: the Honda Crossrunner. 

After a bit of reading up on the ‘how 

to’ side of things and downloading the 

TomTom Bandit app onto my iPhone I 

felt ready to have a go. I wanted to get 

a bit of a different film angle on things, 

and one of my old favourite action 

motorcycle movies sprung to mind, 

Mad Max where they filmed the rear of a 

Kawasaki Z1 from almost ground level. 

Now how could I copy that?

With my post-apocolyptic inspiration 

in mind I set about working out the 

angles. One of the really nice touches 

with the TomTom Bandit is that it can 

connect wirelessly to my iPhone so 

I can see exactly what the camera is 

capturing. After a bit of fiddling around 

I found the perfect position for the 

camera, and all I needed to do was to 

make a frame to hold it there.

The rack on the rear of the 

Crossrunner seemed the place to start, 

and I was going to make the Mk1 mount 

out of some wood I had to hand, as it 

could be easily modified if necessary. 

With basic woodwork skills, some 

cable ties and a bit of ingenuity, I was 

ready. My mount would not be the most 

sylphlike of structures, but it worked.

To capture the action I rode one of my 

favourite undulating and winding roads 

in both directions three times, changing 

the camera mounting point each time 

to capture three different angles of 

the same road. These would then be 

stitched together seamlessly when I got 

back to my computer (hopefully).

I’ve had a look at my results and I am 

chuffed at the first attempt. The camera 

works brilliantly and is so easy to 

operate, showing the ground rush and 

suspension working away. I just need to 

stop the camera mount from springing 

around. Maybe a Mk2 mount made from 

metal could do the trick. 

More footage with the camera 

mounted to my crash helmet and the 

side of the bike was much more stable. 

Take a look at the results by watching 

the video at motorcyclenews.com

HOW HARD CAN IT BE TO FILM 
MY OWN MAD MAX FOOTAGE?
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TESTED

Shoei Hornet ADV £449
Tested by Michael Guy
Time tested One week/750 miles
What’s good? I may have only used this helmet
for one week, but it was an intense seven days
that included the launch of the long-awaited
Honda Africa Twin. Before flying out to South
Africa I used the helmet for two days on my
daily commute, which straight away racked up
260 mainly motorway miles. I have to confess I’m
not a big fan of peaked helmets for road use. In the
past I’ve used an Arai Tour X3 and quickly tired of the
excessive wind noise and the way windblast gets under 
the peak and rips my head backwards.

I thought it was an inevitable side effect of this
type of helmet, but so far the Shoei has defied my
preconceptions. While it has a peak, the Shoei
engineers have clearly spent a lot of time
minimising its effect in terms of fast road riding 
performance and the wind seems to flow
through the very gappy peak design. As a
result I find it as quiet as, if not quieter 
than, my regular road-focused
Arai Quantum helmet.

Comfort-wise the Hornet
ADV is a close-fitting helmet
and sits incredibly securely on
my head, which is reassuring
both on and off road. It’s also
relatively light, while being
heavy enough to give me the
welcoming reassurance of a
top-quality helmet.
What’s not? I know any helmet
would be hot while riding in 40°
heat in South Africa, but although
the chin-mounted vent worked
well, I couldn’t honestly tell you
if the main central forehead vent
was open or not. The visor shuts
and locks securely, but having got
used to Arai visors, which you can
position anywhere, I found it too big
a step to the first opening spot from
fully closed.
Contact www.shoeiassured.co.uk

Peak Benefits of a sun

shade and protection

from flying rocks, without 

buffeting 

Visor Wide aperture for great

all round vision. Visor opens

in steps but the step to the

first opening is too big

Vents Main crown vent

doesn’t have much effect.

Hard to tell if it’s open or 

closed

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Aerodynamics mean

it’s quiet with minimal

buffeting despite the peak

Ventilation could be better

as there needs to be more air 

flow in hot conditions

+

-

THE RIVAL
Arai Tour X4

Price £439.99

One of the pioneers of the peaked

lid with a visor, and the fourth

version has top-class comfort

and reassurance but is less

aerodynamically sound

than the new Shoei.

www.whyarai.co.uk

ONE
WEEK

‘Multi-purpose
lid is proving a
peaky blinder’
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Tester Richard Newland
Time tested 10 months/10,000 miles
What’s good? What a brilliant pair of gloves. Spidi
have always made fabulously comfortable and well

put together hand protection, and these mid-level Carbo 1 items
are no exception. Straight from the packet they were instantly
comfortable, feeling soft but solid, and bedding in to a perfect fit
after just a couple of rides. The outer is a mix of cowhide (on the
back of the hand) and goat leather (on the palm), while there’s
carbon fibre knuckle protection, and foam pads on the fingers.
There’s a decent scaphoid pad, and extra layers of leather
protection on high-wear, high-impact areas. The wrist closure is
Velcro, as is the main cuff – both of which have worn really well,
with no furring or degradation.

In use they feel superbly comfortable, although they can be
a little warm on very hot days, when you might crave a bit more
ventilation. For a mid-price race glove, they really are impressive
– I’d happily replace them like for like.
What’s not? There’s nothing negative to report so far. They’re
wearing very well, so this test is likely to continue for another 
10,000 miles, or until something fails. 
Contact www.feridax.com
Quality ★★★★★

Value ★★★★★

Reviewed by Tony Hoare
Time tested 24 hours
What’s good? It’s easy to question whether the Guy
Martin phenomenon is an act – can anyone keep up his

intensity when the cameras aren’t rolling? But this book drives
home the point that what you see is what you get. The madness
streams off the page – the craziness of his schedule, the tasks
he’ll take on and some of the decisions he makes (like declining a 
TT supersport ride because the boss invited him for
coffee not tea). But he clearly believes in everything
he does, and stands by his decisions. This book is
stream of consciousness stuff,
translated into the readable by
bike journalist Gary Inman, and
it gives a compelling window 
into the life of the man.
What’s not? Detailed
descriptions of bodily
functions won’t impress all,
one particular appearance by
Brian, Martin’s ‘inner chimp’,
is genuinely scary. But that’s
part of the territory with
what-you-see-is-what-you-
get people, and books – if you
don’t like what you see then
you probably won’t like what
you get.
Contact www.amazon.co.uk
Quality ★★★★★

Value ★★★★★

Tester Michael Neeves
Time used Two months
What’s good? Mike ‘Spike’ Edwards (above) has a
racing career spanning 33 years and he’s an ACU

coach, offering riders on-track instruction as well as producing
DVD track guides. Now his guides are available to download to
a phone or tablet, so you can watch them at the track. There are
eight UK and eight European tracks to choose from. I downloaded 
the Rockingham guide, narrated by Edwards over onboard
footage. I’ve ridden Rockingham for years and learned loads.
What’s not? These guides are very useful, but things like body
position and bike control can be best learned with Mike in person,
or with schools like the California Superbike School, Motovudu or 
the Honda Ron Haslam Race School.
Contact https://vimeo.com/no1bloke
Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Spidi Carbo 1 leather gloves £129.99

Guy Martin: When You, Dead You Dead £20

Mike Edwards online circuit 
guides £25 per circuit

10,000

MILES

FIVE
MONTHS

24
HOURS

A
L

E
X

 J
A

M
E

S

Scott Breast Cancer
Awareness Goggles £35

Off-road specialists Scott have created these

limited-edition goggles – there are just 1000

pairs being sold worldwide – to help raise cash

for a US breast cancer charity. We have one set

of the Breast Cancer Awareness Goggles to give 

away. Enter until: January 31

Official MotoGP
Season Review 2015 

£35
Featuring amazing

photography and words

from top pundits Julian

Ryder and Mat Oxley,

the official MotoGP

Season Review 2015 is

published by Evro, www.

evropublishing.com

Enter until: January 31

Sportsbikeshop
Gift Voucher £50

Choose from over

18,000 products from

the UK’s No1 online

bike gear retailer.

What’s more they offer

free returns if you aren

completely satisfied.

Enter until: January 31

Oxford HotGloves 
£149.99

Take the pain out

of winter rides with

these heated gloves

which feature an easily

ccessible temperature

controller. They are

owered by connecting

o the bike’s battery via

the supplied harness.

Enter until: January 31

WIN
Want to get your hands on some top biking goodies

for free? It’s easy, register and enter now at 

winit.motorcyclenews.com

BIKING
GOODIES

Opening hours: Mon Fri 8am 8pm, Sat
9am 5pm, Sun 10am 4pm. *Based on
an average customer saving of £243. Saving
compared to buying two separate Carole
Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old
male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 900RR
Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash
Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority,
firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash
is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance
Consultants Ltd, registered in England and 
Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5577
You can only get this offer by calling

Based on reviews from
January 2015 June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Save up to £243
with a Multi-Bike policy 
through Carole Nash*

If you ride more than one bike, 
you could save money!*

08444097587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE

PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

Protective bike gear -
textiles, leathers & gloves

www.max-mph.com

t: 01332 883323 e: enquiries@haslamraceschool.com

www.haslamraceschool.com
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.
Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fit virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45
4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro.
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:
Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.
Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294
Email: morgan@carbtune.com

s5+ 0�0 a�
s!)2-!), %52/0% a�
s!)2-!),�2%34�/&�7/2,$�a�}

Call 0208 337 1917 or Order online 
Visit www.alllamps.co.uk

Introducing LUMILUX
LED headlight replacements for Motor 

Cycle and Car The brightest available today

www.motorcyclenews.com
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Q How can I give my bike’s 
lights a bit of a blue hue?

I’m impressed by those blueish 
headlights that more bikes seem 
to have, so I am looking at uprating 
the lighting on my GSX-R750 K7. 
What are my options?
Frank Irving, email

Answered by Kim Bonard, ABD

The simplest upgrade is to switch 
to a halogen bulb that has been 
filled with extra Xenon gas. This 
technology gives a greater light 
output, typically between 50 

and 130%. The next step is a 
HID system. HID light output is 
three to four times more intense 
than a halogen bulb, but requires 
an electronic control gear and 
starter. You can choose different 
temperature bulbs on a K-scale to 
give a different colour beam, from 
4300K for off-white to 10000K 
for pale blue. But the higher the 
K-number the less useable light 
produced, so we recommend 
6000K as the best compromise.

Q Why has the 
right pressure 

spoiled my ride?

I have had my 2007 Honda CBF600 for 
about six months, and I had got it into 
my head that the front tyre pressure 
at 42psi seemed fine on the road. Last 
week I went to check the front tyre and 
the valve came off in my hand! I was 
able to wheel it down the road to my 
local dealer who replaced the valve 
and informed me the front tyre should 
be at 36psi. I double-checked this and 
they are right.

However, the bike now feels 
completely different. It turns in much 
quicker and the bars seem to want to 
turn in the direction I’m turning them. 
Also the feedback when going over 
white lines or parallel ridges in the road 
seems exaggerated. What on earth is 
going on?
Owen Beaumont, Norwich

Answered by Chris Dabbs, MCN

I think you have got so used to a 
certain amount of steering input and 
feedback from the front end that you 
have got to mentally adjust, even 
though that’s how the bike should feel. 
If the tyre pressure was so high for 
so long, it’s possible that it may have 
introduced some unusual tyre wear 
characteristics which won’t help. But 
stick with it and hopefully you’ll learn 
to love it again.

If nothing else you’ve learnt that 
you should always get your tyre valves 
replaced at the same time as the tyres. 
Tyres that are more than five years old 
are no good, and it sounds like the valve 
was as old as the bike.

The CBF’s front tyre should be at 36psi

ANY QUESTION

ANSWERED
If we don’t know the answer, we’ll fi nd the person who does

H7 Ring
Xenon 130 (x2) 

H7 Osram
Night Racer 

35w HID Xenon 
Bulb set 

H7 HID Xenon 
Conversion Kit 

Last summer, I had the forks on

my Honda CBR600F2 re-chromed. 

When I refitted the forks the front 

end was very bouncy. A friend 

recommended using thicker 

oil; I’ve tried 10w, 15w and I’ve 

currently got 20w in, but it’s still 

very bouncy. What can I do to get 

the old feeling back?

James Bessell, Bristol

Answered by Gareth Evans,

Reactive Suspension.

Your Honda CBR600F2 will have 

damper rod forks which means 

that located inside the bottom of 

the tubes will be a shuttle valve. 

On the compression stroke the 

shuttle valve opens to fill the 

rebound chamber with oil, on the 

rebound stroke the valve closes to 

push the oil through the rebound 

orifice.

When your forks were re-

chromed the ends of the tube 

will have been plugged with wax. 

In some cases, if the wax isn’t 

cleaned out properly it can seize 

the shuttle valve. You should be 

able to feel if the valve is moving 

with your finger. If it doesn’t move, 

try immersing the end of the tubes 

in degreaser overnight and brush 

the inside of the tubes thoroughly 

with a large bottle brush. In our 

workshop, we also use a large 

ultrasonic bath, where the heat 

and cavitation action help to 

remove the wax from the ends of 

the tubes, so you may have to get 

the forks to a bath like that.

OWNING & RIDING

Why are my 
re-chromed forks bouncy?Q

Blocked valve 

may be causing 

CBR’s mystery 

bounce

£29.99 £19.99 £10.50
£35.00
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Is it easy to
fit a Triumph

quickshifter?

I’m thinking of fitting one of Triumph’s
own-brand quickshifters to my
2011 Triumph Street Triple. Is there
anything I need to look out for?
Malcolm McArthur, Derby

Answered by Clive Wood, Clive

Wood Triumph

It’s pretty much a ‘plug and play’
job with an oval two-pin connector
already in position under the tank
to take the wiring. Triumph has
compiled an online manual for
all their accessories at: www.
triumphinstructions.com. You can
search it using the relevant Triumph
part number (A9930222 in your
case). The hardest part is getting
your head around the fact that the
aluminium rod has a left-hand thread
at one end. Take a moment to stop
and think before using your spanners
and you won’t overtighten it.

Q Should I always
use a trickle

charger?
I ride my 2006 Kawasaki Z750 most
days and I was wondering whether I
should attach it to a trickle charger
after every ride, even though it’s
generally only left for 12 hours. Is it
worth it and could it do any damage
to the battery?
Will Lloyd, email

Answered by Chris Dabbs, MCN

A bike-specific trickle charger
will not damage the battery and it 
will only add 3-4p a month to your 
household electricity bill. Although 
your battery will hold its charge for 
several weeks without any problem, 
the advantage of keeping it hooked 
up is that it keeps the voltage 
slightly elevated at 12.6 volts. If the 
voltage drops to 12.4 or lower then 
sulphation, where lead sulphate 
starts to build up on the plates, can 
occur, which will reduce the battery’s 
amp capacity over time.

A battery trickle charger is a good

idea, even if you ride everyday

Q Driver is now
denying blame

but can I still claim?

I was knocked off my bike when
a driver changed lanes on a
roundabout. At the scene he was
very apologetic and said I could
claim on his insurance but now he’s
saying I was the one who was in the
wrong lane and that the accident
was my fault. Can I still try to claim
on his insurance?
Ed Green, email

There is a lot of confusion around
the role of insurance companies in
the claims process. When you are
hit by a third party and you make a
claim against that driver’s insurance
you are actually suing that other
driver, usually for negligence, and
that driver is being indemnified by
his or her insurance company.

If the other driver denies your
allegation, even if he admitted
liability at the scene, then you

Answered by Sam Manicom,

adventure travel expert

The less you spend in advance
on if-but-maybe kit, the more
petrol you’ll have to put in your
tank. Make your mantra – ‘do I
really need it?’ Each piece of kit
should have two uses where at
all possible. Your groundsheet is
an example. Stick yours on the
bed in cheapie hotels and if it’s

a type that doesn’t crinkle you’ll
have a peaceful and clean night’s
sleep. Don’t be shy in first-world
countries. Try cleaning people’s
cars and mowing the lawn in
exchange for places to camp for
free. In the developing world,
stay in local hotels but don’t
arrive at the end of the day when
the cheapies are full. Don’t fear
wild camping. Do it as much as

possible; it’s amazing how many
stunning places there are to tuck
yourself away. Always carry some
emergency rations such as biscuits
or nuts. That way you’ll not be
tempted to splash out. On the
subject of sustenance, don’t get
carried away with beer. This can be
a major budget breaker. An evening
on the booze can suck up a week’s
food money!

How to travel
on the cheap

Q

When Suzuki launched its C1500T
Intruder in 2013 the big story
was its alleged ability to get from
Bournemouth to Nottingham on
one tank. Suzuki’s claimed 53mpg
wasn’t that great – about the same
as the first Intruder, a 750 V-twin 
introduced to the UK in 1986. 

Do riders care? Some do, some 
don’t. If we take an average 6000 
annual miles at today’s prices, a 
C1500 that does 53mpg will cost 
you £513 rather than the £633 you 
could expect to shovel into a similar 
cruiser returning a more normal 
43mpg. That’s a saving of around 
£120. Shrink the mileage to a more 
realistic 2000 miles for a sunny 
weather cruiser and the difference 

is £40 – hardly a deal breaker
for someone who can afford an
£11,000 bike.

Today’s most economical
bikes, ridden so they’re still fun,
manage low 60s mpg. Can we
expect big leaps forward in years to
come? After all, a cheapo Citroen C1
car can easily manage 53mpg, and
it weighs 800kg – four times more
than a bike.

The truth is, heavier vehicles
use more fuel. It’s just that lighter
vehicles which are fun (like most
motorcycles) use even more. The 
reasons are many: bikes don’t have 
to sit behind lorries, so they do a lot 
of accelerating. They use engines 
with long-rev ranges and lots of 
power, which means that at typical 
road speeds they’re deep in their 
inefficient zone. The shape of a 
bike and rider is aerodynamically 
rubbish. And some of the injection 
and ignition trickery cars use to 
save fuel aren’t acceptable on bikes 
which don’t generate enough inertia 

to mask the associated jerkiness.
Motorcycle lightness would

indeed count if all vehicles did
similar – read slow – speeds. For
years, electric bike expert Cedric
Lynch has run a feet-first, torpedo-
shaped motorcycle which uses a
fraction of the energy a conventional
bike needs. It does 60mph on two
horsepower, he reckons. A normal
bike needs 10. But for now, at least,
cigar-shaped bikes aren’t cool.
Maybe if petrol returns to the days of
skyscraper prices that will change.

Your bike, a rubber ring

and pair of shorts, what

more do you need?

The Intruder returns 53mpg, imagine 

what it’d do if it were bullet-shaped?

TRAVEL & TOURING

TECH WATCH

‘When you make a

claim against a

driver’s insurance

you are suing them’

Andrew 

Campbell
Solicitor and author 

of the MCN Law 

column for the last 

five years

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer. 

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk or 

call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your legal questions

Q

would need to pursue the matter 
in court to seek damages. In civil 
court the test which the judge will 
use is whether, on the balance of 
probabilities, your allegation of 
negligence is more likely to be true 
than not. It is for the claimant to 
prove his claim rather than for the 
defendant to prove their defence, 
so if the court was unable to decide 
then your claim would fail.

The way to persuade the court 
that your version of events is 
accurate would be to provide as 
much evidence in support of your 
version of events. Usually this will 
mean getting statements from 
witnesses, the police or in serious 
cases even forensic reconstruction 
evidence, though your solicitor 
should be able to advise you as to 
whether this is appropriate as it can 
be very expensive.

Why don’t bikes 
have cars licked 

on fuel economy?

Q
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SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT 

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI,

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK

07956248955
�

for over 10,000

motorcycles

for sale

HARLEY
DAVIDSON

HONDA

GILERA

ENFIELD

DUCATI

DERBI

BMW

BIMOTA

APRILIA
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The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT 

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI,

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK

07956248955
�

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

YAMAHA

TRIUMPH

SUZUKI

SINNIS

PIAGGIO

MV-AGUSTA

KTM

KAWASAKIHONDA
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
SHOCK ABSORBERS

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced
312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON - MAIL ORDER
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE UK

ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE, MOTOCROSS & 
POWER EQUIPMENT

SPARES

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s 1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete
s Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda
s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS

Patracking Limited
Track Bike Hire Company for sale

Top prices paid for all
RARE and INTERESTING bikes!

WE WANT
YOUR HARLEY®

Call Glenn 07815 949302
or Ian 0115 896 7771

AWARD WINNING HARLEY-DAVIDSON® DEALERSHIP

Motorcycle mot’s available 7 days a week
book online at www.Vikingmotcentre.co.uk

Or call 01283 619494

Ignition stator repairs for vintage and modern road & off road bikes.
Rewound to heavier duty. Regulators supplied.

Fast, friendly service.

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk
Unit 6 & 7 Kingstons Farm, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB

Tel: 01279 731172

THE IGNITION
REPAIR

SPECIALIST
 VAPOUR BLASTING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

www.motorcyclenews.com

TYRES

ELECTRICS

SERVICES

WANTED & EXCHANGE BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON,
BRIDGESTONE,

PIRELLI, METZELER,
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service
TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS,

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND
SERVICING ON MOST

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE
TEL: 020 7228 1714

TT 2016
Classic TT 2016
ACCOMMODATION
Excellent b&b and
s/c accommodation
In the Douglas area

From only: £35 PPPN
Tel: (01493) 717303
www.eventaccommodation.co.uk MOTOLINER LTD

Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com 0208 293 5335

0208 293 5335

0208 293 5335 TEL 0118 9574 577
e-mail: sales@revolutioncustompaint.co.uk
www.revolutioncustompaint.co.uk

BURGHFIELD BRIDGE IND. ESTATE, GREEN LANE, READING RG30 3XN

PAINTWORK TO ORIGINAL SPEC
CUSTOM DESIGN

CRASH HELMETS, ALL REPAIRS,
PLASTIC WELDING TANK REPAIRS

NW FRANCE

Bikers Retreat at Le Haut Genet

Catered farmhouse with Biker Barn

www.lehautgenetbikers.com

Telephone: Mick and Ruth 
07976 641034

NORMANDY
LA MOTTE

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

genuine spare

parts

BIKERS WORLD
Solus Aprilia dealer for all

your Aprilia spares.
(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955
info@apriliabikes.co.uk

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small
English run
hotel just 5
minutes from
the famous
B500.
Relax, unwind 

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

THE IMAGE WORKS
motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics
X Latest Race Replicas
X One-Offs
X 20 YEARS experience
X Insurance Approved
X Country’s BIGGEST database
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000

motorcycles for sale

Usedmotorcyclespares
Fastdeliveryservice

01538 750797
www.sparesformotorcycles.co.uk
Damaged bikes wanted for cash 

FRAME
STRAIGHTENING

CHROME
PLATING

SHOCK
ABSORBERS

WANTED &
EXCHANGE

TRIKES &
SIDECARS

CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

MOTORCYCLE
TRANSPORTATION

PAINTWORK

DECALS

TRAILERS

TYRES

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

BRAKE DISCS

ACCOMMODATION

OFF ROAD

YAMAHA
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OFFER
EXTENDED
ENDS 18TH JAN!

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/bike-giveaway-terms-and-conditions. On Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions.  ^^DNA+ protection system, terms and 
conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED!*

New Biking Year, New Biking You!*

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 144 4627
� UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,

including Homestart assistance worth over £100

� Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event of 
an accident which is not your fault

� RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage cover 
when riding other bikes

� FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^^

� Dedicated UK based call centre

FREE
BIKE INSURANCE

£1,000 OF
BIKING GEAR

RON HASLAM
TRACK DAY

YEAR’S WORTH 
OF FUEL

SHOW
TICKETS

WIN ALL THESE BIKING GOODIES WORTH OVER £2K!*

INSURANCE

INSURANCE

KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPE’S LARGEST PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares ow ers.co.uk

SPARES 
Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

Get a quote at

08444097587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS

PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR
PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

SPARES

Call us FREE on:

0330 024 1587*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Calls

may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes. *Calls to this number cost no more

than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive 

minutes in the same way as 01 or 02 calls.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,

Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 

A fresh approach 
to insurance

Now available in
Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*
www.principalinsurance.ie
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#thatswhyiride

For the adventure.
Max, 48, Sheffield

“

To meet people like me.
Tim, 36, Birmingham

“

For those tight corners.
Andy, 45, York

“

†In February 2015, a survey of 456 bikers by independent research company, Ipsos MORI,
found Bennetts cover to be one of the most recommended by riders.

*Full details of Bennetts Exclusives can be found when you purchase
a policy, register and log in to www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards.

That’s why I ride
Why ride with Bennetts?

•

Recommended by riders†

Common modifications covered as standard    

24 hour claims

Motorcycle insurance specialist

Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses*

•

Get a new quote at  

bennetts.co.uk

0800 107 0778

Call one of our friendly team today!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8.30am - 9pm Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm Sat & 10am - 4pm Sun
Open Bank holidays: 9am - 5.30pm

mcebikes.com
Or visit us at:

MULTIBIKE
INSURANCE

Up to five bikes per policy!*

0844 338 68 16** 

**Calls will cost 7 pence per minute, plus your phone company's access charge
*Full terms and conditions available upon request

Talk to the independent bike
insurance experts that care.

We’ll make sure that
you get the RIGHT
cover for you.
We provide a personal
service offering competitive
motorcycle insurance,
helmet and leathers cover
and other related products.

AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY 679901. LOSS INSURANCE BROKERS IS A TRADING NAME OF LOSS INSURANCE SERVICES LTD.

Call 01606 601000

www.loss-insurance.co.uk
Email info@loss-insurance.co.uk

best price

O We search over 30 insurance
companies

O Instant cover and instalments

O FREE legal protection

O FREE Breakdown Cover

O FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover
including Personal Accident Cover

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

®

Be Wiser Insurance

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

0844
409
7587

CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST
5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S 

ACCESS CHARGE

UK opening hours: Mon–Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 10am–4pm.
1 Terms and Conditions apply, minimum premium and age restrictions
apply. Call for details or visit www.carolenash.com/forbikersonly-terms-
and-conditions. 2 Source: The survey was conducted by Mortar – sample
size 3,000, the research was conducted across Sept and Oct 2014.Carole
Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style
of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales 
no. 2600841.

Bikers...
Cut the cost of your 
Car Insurance!1 

carolenash.com
���� ��� �� �

You can only get this offer by calling!

Get cheaper Car Insurance,
because we know YOU make 
safer drivers2
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Dakar Brit Chris Cork has reached the
halfway stage of the world’s most gruel-
ling race – but not without the drama of
an exploding tyre which forced him to
ride on the rim for more than 40 miles
before he was able to scavenge the rear
wheel from a crashed bike.

Making the rest day at the Dakar is a
significant achievement and for Cork,
the only remaining Brit, it’s the furthest
he’s ever been. Last year he was forced
out on day four, but in 2016 he’s made
it into the second week, having ridden
for 41 hours and 33 minutes with 3250
miles completed.

With fellow Brit Sam Sunderland
unable to make the start due to a bro-
ken femur and privateer Jamie Smith
already out, Cork is acutely aware that
things are only going to get harder.

Speaking from Salta in Argentina,
Cork said: “In the last three days we
have lost many riders, including three
from our team. One broke his hand, an-
other broke his ribs heading to Bolivia 

options – or lack of them. And because
the failure happened on the marathon
stage he couldn’t just get his team to
fit brand new rubber.

“Although I had bad luck with the
mousse exploding, I had some good luck
too. Towards the end of the special there
was a crashed Husqvarna and I took
the wheel, so I managed to finish. I felt
bad. Someone else had already pinched
the front, but still I was asking myself
if I should steal someone else’s wheel!
My Dakar would have been over, so I
had to do it. It was Pela Renet’s bike,
a factory Husqvarna. I know that he
is fine with it and for sure he would
have done the same. When I arrived
at the checkpoint and gave in my time 

card I said that I wanted to speak with
Race Control because I felt bad that I
had stolen a wheel. ‘That’s the Dakar,
that’s what you have to do,’ they said.
The funny thing is that once I arrived at
the bivouac I discovered that the other
rider who had taken the front wheel
was my team-mate, Loic Minaudier!”

With a day away from riding, Cork
has time to reflect on the opening
week, which due to the wet weather has
thrown up the challenge of torrential
rain, flooding an d shortened stages.

“Last year it was harder because of
the terrain, the length of the stages and
the heat, whereas this year the race has
been complicated by bad weather. It
has been the wettest rally I have ever
done. Mud, rain, thunderstorms. You
can’t dry anything. Every morning
you wake up wet and put on wet riding
gear. But saying all that I know that the
worst is to come, so I expect that every
day will be harder. We will face the
dunes in Belen, but I love the sand, so
I’m happy with that. I’m more worried
by the temperatures. People say that
last week in Belen it was 60 degrees.”

Cork defies exploding tyre to make the halfway 
stage, but he knows the worst is yet to come

‘When I re-joined
the race I was in

the middle of the 
truck battle’

CHRIS CORK

and then on stage six the only other Brit
in the race Jamie had to withdraw. He
crashed 20 miles into the special, broke
his ribs and dislocated his thumb”.

Although Cork arrived at the rest day
largely unscathed, his race has been
eventful to say the least and he’s had
to show resolve and determination to
overcome problems when logic would
say it’s time to quit.

“The biggest problem I had was on
stage four, the 390-mile loop around
Jujuy. It was the first part of the mara-
thon stage, which means no assistance
from the team and no work on the bike
at the bivouac. I was still in the special
stage when my mousse exploded (a
hard rubber ring used instead of an
inner tube to prevent punctures) and
the tyre came off the rim. It took ages
to remove the tyre fully and then I had
to ride 40 miles on the rim without a
tyre. When I re-joined the race I was in
the middle of the truck battle on a very
narrow path. It was a nightmare and
I arrived at the bivouac at 11.30 pm.”

Riding that far without a rear tyre
gave Cork plenty of time to consider his 

F
L

O
R

E
N

T
G

O
O

D
E

N
/D

P
P

I

D
O

U
B

L
E

R
E

D

Stage six and Cork

says: ‘Terrifying day! A

ten hour special with

relentless brutal terrain’

LAST BRIT
STANDING

CHRIS WALKER
SIGNS SHOCK
SIDECAR DEAL

p62

By Maria Guidotti

DAKAR REPORTER

Stage seven and
more water. Cork
says drying kit has
been impossible
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Comeback king Ian Hutchinson had
a brilliant return to the top during
2016 – and it was topped off sweetly
when he was awarded the prestigious
Torrens Trophy at London’s exclusive
RAC Club last week.

The Bingley Bullet headed a short-
list that included 2015 Moto3 cham-
pion Danny Kent, World Superbike
Champion Jonathan Rea and Speedway
World Champion Tai Woffinden to be
selected as the British bike racer who
has shown the most outstanding skill
in international events.

“It is a big surprise but I am re-
ally honoured, especially after Shakey
Byrne (his former PBM Kawasaki team-
mate) won the award last year,” the
delighted 36-year-old said.

The Torrens Trophy (see below) is
the latest accolade for the man who
finally prevailed in his five-year bat-
tle to recover from the horrendous leg
injury he suffered in 2010. Three TT
wins last June and podium finishes at
the North West 200 and Ulster Grand
Prix confirmed Hutchy’s return to the
vanguard of road racing.

After 30 operations and hundreds
of hours of gruelling gym and physi-
otherapy sessions it might be assumed
that the rider would be reflecting on
such a sparkling return to form after his
2010 crash, but the fiercely-determined
Hutchy is not resting on his laurels.

“I came away with three TT wins this
season and I was delighted with it at
the time, but now that I have had time
to think about it, I am slightly disap-
pointed with my results,” he said last
week as he helped launch Vauxhall’s
sponsorship of the 2016 North West 200.

“Because it was my first success of
any kind since the injury, and I was
back to being competitive, I accepted it.
But if it hadn’t been my first year back
after what I had been through then I
think I would have been disappointed.

“I was really disappointed at the

feel because it has left me very hungry
for this year,” he said.

“There were a lot of things I didn’t
achieve in 2015 and it has left me hun-
gry because I didn’t get every win.”

Hutchinson now faces a huge chal-
lenge for 2016. Having defected from
the PBM Kawasaki squad to Tyco BMW
during the winter, the 11-times TT win-
ner will feel the full weight of expec-
tation on his shoulders as he attempts
to deliver Philip Neill’s team their first
TT win since 2008. After trying and
failing to end their victory drought
with Guy Martin, Conor Cummins and
William Dunlop, the Northern Ireland
squad have signed a proven winner to
deliver the goods.

Does Hutchy feel the pressure?
“No because my own expectation is

a lot more than anyone else could lay
on me,” he says emphatically.

“The only reason you would put
pressure on yourself was if you were

Rejuvenated TT hero says he’s
hungrier than ever and ready to
dominate the roads in 2016

‘There were a lot
of things I didn’t

achieve in 2015. It’s
left me hungry’

The Giant’s Causeway

is a fitting setting

for a man with

such superhuman

achievements
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By Stephen Davison

ROADS REPORTER

TT COUNTDOWN

2010 Senior TT and Hutchinson is on his 

way to his historic five wins in a week

The Torrens Trophy is the RAC

Club’s award for those who are 

considered to have made ‘an 

outstanding contribution to safe 

or skilful motorcycling in Britain’. 

First awarded in 1978 in memory 

of Arthur Bourne, a motorcycling 

journalist and Vice Chairman of the 

Royal Automobile Club who wrote 

a column under the name Torrens, 

it has only been awarded eight

times in its history.

The award is only presented 

when the club feels that the 

achievement justifies it. The panel 

consists of prominent journalists 

and ex-racers such as Mat Oxley 

and Steve Parrish, and has seen 

winners including Shane Byrne, 

Tom Sykes and James Toseland.

out of your depth or you were asking 
for something that you don’t deserve,” 
he adds.

“I feel I deserve what I have achieved 
and I think I will probably put more 
pressure on the team than they will 
put on me. I am not training towards 
an event with a  big question mark 
still hanging over my recovery and 
comeback as I have done for the last few 
years, I am training to win now. I am 
going into this year in the best frame 
of mind I have ever had and I have my 
confidence back.”

Nor does Hutchinson have any 

concerns about his new mount, the 
Tyco BMW S1000RR.

“The team are in their second year 
with the BMW and they had good 
riders on the bike last year so they 
have already done a good chunk of 
the development work already,” the 
Yorkshireman explains.

“I think it is just the perfect time for 
me to be getting on the BMW.”

Brimming with confidence Hutchy 
pulls no punches when asked what his 
goals are on the Tyco BMWs and Team 
Traction Control Yamaha YZF-R6 for 
this year.

“I wouldn’t be happy with just one 
big bike TT win,” he smiles.

“I want to win all the races at the 
TT. I have done it before and there’s no 
reason why I can’t do it again.

“When you know you can do that, 
it isn’t enough to win just one TT race. 
That will be my main focus - and to 
have a lot of fun!” 

North West that I didn’t win the 
Superbike and Superstock races. 

“I think I should have won both 
really but I didn’t let it get to me too 
much because I was really excited to 
be back in the pack again and fight-
ing for wins.”

The Yorkshireman felt he had a lot 
more in the tank and two weeks later 
on the Isle of Man he finally proved that 
he was back to his old self by winning 
three races on the bounce. But for the 
only man who has won five TTs in a 
single week, three just wasn’t enough.

“I should have won the Superbike 
race and we had a mechanical failure 
in the Senior. So many people said to 
me that it was nice that Bruce, John and 
me all got a win each this year and it 
made the event for them but for me it 
wasn’t lovely that somebody else won!”

Ominously for his rivals, Hutchy is 
now channelling that disappointment 
into renewed motivation for his 2016 
campaign.

“It is probably a good thing the way I 

Recognising two-wheel heroes

V
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‘We will have
strong motors for
the NW200 – I’m
buzzing about it’

Seeley on winning 

form with Gearlink 

back in 2013

VE IN A WEEK

Alastair Seeley will race a Gearlink 
Kawasaki in the Supersport class at 
the 2016 Vauxhall International North 
West 200 on May 14. Having equalled 
Robert Dunlop’s all-time record of
15 North West wins last season, the 
Carrickfergus rider will be aiming for 
a 16th victory as he is reunited with 
the 600cc British championship team 
he raced for in 2013.

“I hope we can start where we left 
off at the NW200 in 2013, where I won 
with GearLink,” the 36-year-old said.

Seeley won a sensational 600cc
race in 2013 after starting from the 
second row of the grid and passing 
early leader Michael Dunlop to take 
the chequered flag. His treble at last 
year’s event sees him poised to become 
the most successful rider in the his-
tory of the event.

“Anything I’ve asked for at the
North West this year, Michael de
Bidaph (Gearlink team boss) has
agreed, and he assures me we will
have strong motors, which I’m buzz-
ing about,” Seeley said.

“The bike model hasn’t changed for

SEELEY BACK WITH 
GEARLINK FOR NW200

Hutchy at Quarry 
Bends in the 2015 
Superstock TT

TT win #10 as 

Hutchy rules the 

Superstock TT
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a number of years so hopefully I can 
just dial in my previous settings and 
be good to go from the start.”

Team boss de Bidaph is determined 
to see Seeley lift the record on his 
green and orange machinery.

“This will be our fourth year of 
racing at the North West 200 and we 
love coming to Northern Ireland,” de 
Bidaph said. “It would be amazing for 

Alastair to break the record on our 
bike and we will put out everything 
we have got for him to do the job.”

Ben Wilson, who will be mak-
ing his second appearance on the 
8.9-mile Triangle circuit after de-
buting at Portrush last year, will join 
Seeley on a second Kawasaki ZX-6R .
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World Superbike race winner and
former MCE British Superbike cham-
pionship runner-up Chris Walker will
switch to the British Sidecar champi-
onship this year, teaming up with the
Santander Salt Kawasaki team to make
his three-wheeled debut.

The BSB legend has no previous
experience of racing sidecars but has
signed a two-year deal to join the ex-
perienced squad.

And while he’s going into the class
as an absolute rookie, the veteran racer

I’ve ever seen about going to the Moon
is Apollo 13!”

Walker is under no illusions as to the
challenge ahead of him, and while an F1
sidecar may share an engine with the
Kawasaki he rode last season, that’s
where the similarities end. Life on three
wheels will require a completely dif-
ferent riding style and complete brain

recalibration, so it’s too early to predict 
how well he can perform.

“I’ve got a list of things I’m most ap-
prehensive about, one of them is that 
you’re lying down. It’s like being in a 
go-kart, and everything that I’m used 
to seeing on a race track is going to be 
four foot lower than it is on a superbike. 
But the biggest thing is that there’s no 
front brake. There’s a front disc, but 
it’s driven by the rear, and I never use 
the back brake on a solo. I’m going to 
be grabbing for a front brake that isn’t 
even there for the first few days!

“Everything has always been down 
to me before as well. Bike racing is a 
team event until the visor goes down. 
But now, it’s going to be a team expe-
rience right through the race, which 

changes everything. Roger [Body – 
sidecar championship boss] is lining 
me up with a top 10 passenger, and 
that’s someone I can learn from and 
who can bring a wealth of experience.”

The announcement, put together 
largely by Roger Body and BSB series 
director Stuart Higgs, might come as a 
huge shock to many. But it seems that 
the seeds were first laid in Walker’s 
mind during 2015 when the Be Wiser 
Kawasaki squad expanded to become 
one of the first BSB teams to simul-
taneously run a sidecar outfit under 
their colours.

“I got closer to sidecars last year 
than ever – I got the horn for it a little 
– when the team were running Ricky 
Stevens and Ryan Charlwood as well 

Fans’ favourite Chris Walker signs
two-year deal to race in the
British Sidecar championship

‘It’s like I’m off  to the 

Moon – and the only 

fi lm I’ve ever seen 

about that is Apollo 13!’
CHRIS WALKER

seemed genuinely thrilled with the 
move when he sat down for an exclu-
sive interview with MCN to lay out his 
hopes and goals for 2016.

“I’m a racer, and I’m not ready to 
stop, but this way I can go racing with 
a clean sheet of paper and you never 
know what’s going to happen. It’s so 
hard to tell how it’s going to work out; 
sidecars have more dissimilarities to 
motorbikes than they have similarities! 
But in saying that, I’m genuinely really 
excited about it, because I’m getting to 
go racing again.

“I’m in my mid-40s so doing some-
thing as exciting as when I first went 
road racing back in the early 90s is 
epic! It feels like I’m on the launch pad 
going to the Moon – and the only film 

Extra wheel on his 

wagon, Walker tries 

out his new Kawasaki-

powered Santander 

Salt outfit for size
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STALKER’S 
SIDEWAYS
SWITCH

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

BSB 

REPORTER

   SHOCK NEWS
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‘If the old guard
never step aside

young riders never
get their chance’

After a career stretching back to

1995, many will question why the

veteran racer is now choosing to

move to three wheels for the twilight

years of his racing career.

But to Walker, who has raced not

only in British and World Superbikes

but also in World Supersport,

250GP and 500GP, the move

makes complete sense. It gives

him the opportunity to satisfy his

competitiveness on-track in a top-

level series while making way for the

new talent coming through in BSB.

“The reality for me when I looked

at my options for 2016 is that there

are half the number of teams in BSB

running Kawasakis than there were

last year so I would have struggled to

get on a competitive bike.

“I looked at the options, and I

considered doing my own thing

with the new ZX-10R, but when you

look at the level of BSB it’s not easy.

You’re going to be up against GBmoto

putting in a million pound budget,

and Shakey on a full-factory Ducati.

“More importantly, there’s some

young lads coming through the ranks

now that deserve their chance. If

the old guard never step aside, then

they’ll never get that chance. It’s like

when I replaced Whitham in BSB

when he went to WSB; it’s a cycle.”

But while the deal may look like the

former BSB runner-up is stepping

back from the two-wheeled classes,

he insists that his time in BSB is far

from up, and Walker is still hoping

to finish off his incredible time in the

series in style.

“I don’t want people to think I’ll

never race a superbike again. I’d love

to do a testimonial race, to finish

off by waving goodbye and saying

thanks to everyone.”

Walker’s last sidecar race

SEVEN-TIME 
WORLD CHAMPION 

EXPERT OPINION
TIM REEVES 

‘SOLO BOYS 
THINK IT’S 
EASIER 
THAN IT IS’
When it comes to racing 

sidecars in the UK, there are 

few who know more about the 

challenges that Walker faces 

than seven-time world champion 

and TT winner Tim Reeves. 

“I don’t know him all that well, 

but I know he’ll want to do his 

best and I’m sure that he’ll have 

a bike that’ll allow him to do that.

“It’ll definitely be a bigger 

task than he thinks though. 

Sometimes the top solo 

boys think it’s a lot easier 

than it actually is! John 

McGuinness has ridden my 

bike and thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience, but I think he 

realised afterwards that he’s not 

going to be going winning TTs on 

it as well!

“There are not a lot of skills 

that he’s going to transfer over 

either. We brake a lot later, 

because our brakes are better 

and we have more grip, and our 

corner entry speed is a lot faster.

“In saying all that, he might 

surprise us, go really well and 

turn a few heads by doing well 

out of the bag. If he gets the right 

advice in the early stages of 

testing – and takes it onboard – 

then that’s not beyond belief. I’m 

sure that with a week’s testing 

and the right people around him, 

he could easily make the top 10. 

But whether or not he can be on 

the podium is a different story.

“The whole thing is fantastic 

for sidecars though. It can’t do 

the sport any harm, because 

all Chris can do is bring good 

publicity to it – and we all need 

good publicity!”

Multiple champ Reeves has taken

sidecar glory on road and track 

as Danny Buchan and I. We were in the 
same garage and being close to such a 
professional bunch with such an im-
maculate outfit made me start to take 
a lot more notice of it.”

And while he admits himself that 
it’s still far too early to make a pre-
diction as to how he’ll perform come 
the first round of the championship, 
Walker is confident that he can make 
his mark in time.

“I’m going to be realistic. The thought 
process is that I’ve got two years, and I 
can learn how to do it in the first year. 
Listen to everyone, take in what works 
for me and discard the rest, learn the 
trade, and start the second season 
without the question marks I have now 
and set some targets!”

While racing in the 

British championship 

on a 1000cc superbike-

engined sidecar 

outfit might be a new 

experience for Stalker, 

it’s not his first foray into 

sidecar racing, as he 

explained to MCN.

“My entire sidecar 

experience comes from 

the New Year’s Day 

Scramble in 1986 at 

Ripley. My dad, a friend 

and I built a sidecar for 

my motocross bike, 

for a bit of fun, with my 

mate passengering for 

me. He did one lap in it, 

absolutely bricked it and 

refused to get back into 

it, so my dad, who was 

still pissed from New 

Year’s Eve, said ‘f*** it, 

I’ll do it!’

 “My dad isn’t with us 

anymore so he won’t be 

sat on the side of it! But 

I’m sure he’s looking 

down laughing at me!” 
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Why now 
for sidecar 
switch? 



Chris Walker makes
sensational switch 
to British Sidecar 
championship 

HUTCHY ‘I CAN WIN FIVE TTs’ DAKAR BRIT’S TYRE HELLp60 p59

‘It’s like I’m off to

the Moon!’ says

Walker of his

surprise move

SIDECAR SHOCKER
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