
Au
st

ra
lia

 A
$8

.9
5 

(in
cl

. G
ST

) 
•

 S
in

ga
po

re
 S

$7
.5

0 
(in

cl
. G

ST
) •

 M
al

ay
sia

 R
M

19
  •

 In
do

ne
sia

 R
P6

5,
 0

00
 •

 T
ha

ila
nd

 B
ah

t2
40

ADEX 
SCAN

ADEX 2016

www.uw360.asia

CELEBRATING OCEAN VOICES 
Photographers & Writers
Cinematographers
Videographers

BIG ANIMALS & LITTLE CRITTERS EDITION

PPS 1473/11/2012(022874)

SD Issue 2 /2016, OP No. 7DIVE TR AVEL GUIDE



“Pelagian is the best live-aboard experience I’ve had. Magic pier is a 10 /10 – you 

just are 100%  absorbed in the opera of nightlife. Super, knowledgeable guides 

with 100% enthusiasm – says it all!  
David Stirling, November 2015



www.wakatobi.com

Expand your Wakatobi diving horizons 

with a cruise on Pelagian. This luxuriously 

appointed 36-meter private yacht 

carries a maximum of ten guests, and 

ventures farther afield in the Wakatobi 

archipelago and southern shore of Buton 

Island. Pelagian carries divers to a wide 

variety of sites well beyond those reached 

from the resort. The itinerary includes 

miles of underwater landscapes ranging 

from muck to shallow coral groves to 

precipitous walls. Five staterooms, each 

with separate shower rooms, offer ample 

private space; a dedicated chef provides 

fine dining; and a one-to-one staff-to-

guest ratio ensures the utmost in attentive 

personal service.

Pelagian
Wakatobi’s luxury 
dive yacht
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ADEX: deals, speakers, activities, lucky draw, 
floor plan, programme, and the ADEX Scan!
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Aggressor Fleet® Worldwide Scuba Diving and Travel Adventures

 It’s not a fairy tale. To encounter a land of colossal creatures, join an 

Aggressor Fleet liveaboard adventure to see “Giants of the Sea,” like enormous 

Humpback Whales, majestic Whale Sharks, huge Manta Rays and scores of sharks! 

Our worldwide exotic destinations can deliver high-adrenaline, big-animal action 

every week! Aggressor Fleet vacations are a Five-Star value with everything 

included: diving, pampered service, deluxe accommodations, scrumptious 

          chef prepared meals, snacks, soft beverages, beer and wine. 

                      Come aboard and discover the LiveAboard Lifestyle!

Save 25% during Dive the World Weeks!

1-706-993-2531 •  info@aggressor.com • www.aggressor.com

Save 25% during Dive the World Weeks!Save 25% during Dive the World Weeks!

1-706-993-2531 • info@aggressor.com • www.aggressor.com

· Alor · Bahamas · Banda Sea · Belize · Caño Island · Cayman Islands · Cenderawasih Bay · 
· Cocos Island · Cuba Travel Program · Dominican Republic · Fiji · Galapagos · Hawaii · Komodo · 

· Maldives · New Myanmar · Palau · Raja Ampat · Red Sea · New Sri Lanka · 
· New Tented Safari Lodge · � ailand · Tiger Beach · Triton Bay · Turks & Caicos · Wakatobi ·

included: diving, pampered service, deluxe accommodations, scrumptious 

          chef prepared meals, snacks, soft beverages, beer and wine. 

                      Come aboard and discover the LiveAboard Lifestyle!

1-706-993-2531 

· Alor · Bahamas 
· Cocos Island · Cuba 

· Maldives 
· New· New Tented Safari Lodge  Tented Safari Lodge 

Aggressor Fleet
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Welcome to the fresh, new SD OCEAN PLANET!

We recognise that you, our readers, are more on 
the move than ever and want to travel light. So 
we’ve downsized the magazine format, but upsized 
the content, with articles and features that fit in 
perfectly with your busy lifestyle. Whether you’re on 
your morning commute or on the way to your next 
dive destination, the new SD OCEAN PLANET is the 
handy little magazine to have with you!

We’ve got a year of awesome themed issues 
planned for you, and what better theme for this first 
issue than “big and small”? In our expansive central 
feature, “Big Animals and Little Critters”, starting on 
page 65, we bring you face to face with the largest 
and the smallest in our compilation of 20 of the 
planet’s most exciting dive destinations. 

As well as a totally new design, the magazine 
includes great new sections, in addition to old 
favourites. Our dedicated photography section, 
Through The Lens, now includes the new 
Underwater Photographer’s Guide (page 108), this 
time devoted to Indonesia’s incomparable Raja 
Ampat – a mind-blowing destination for encounters 
with all creatures great and small.

And when it comes to big, it doesn’t get much 
bigger than the largest (and longest-running) dive 
expo in Asia: ADEX 2016. In this issue, we give you 
a full rundown of the event’s highlights, including 
the amazing Photo Video Speakers, the Film Festival 
programme, and our all-new Book Festival.

We hope you enjoy the new magazine!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

John Thet 
Publisher

ON THE COVER 
Big or small? The Indo-
Pacific man o’ war (Physalia 
utriculus), or “blue bottle”, 
shot in Bushrangers Bay, 
New South Wales, Australia. 
The float is small, just around 
10 centimetres, but the 
enormous tentacle can be 
about three metres long

Image © Matthew Smith
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SUBSCRIBE EXPEDITIONS SHOP BECOME A DIVEAHOLIC MEMBER FOR FREE

underwater360 is the official digital home of the world-leading magazines Asian Diver and  
Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA + OCEAN PLANET, as well as Asia’s biggest and longest-running dive show, 
the Asia Dive Expo (ADEX). And guess what? We’ve just given the website a fresh new look and feel!

Pop by the site and click away for all of your essential 
information for diving in Asia Pacific and beyond!

www.uw360.asia 

DIVER'S DAILY DIGEST

When NASA launched Apollo 8 – the first 
manned spacecraft to leave the Earth’s 
orbit, reach the moon and return – they 
became the first humans to ever witness 
“Earthrise”. Floating in the perpetual 
darkness of space over 300,000 
kilometres away from civilisation, they 
gazed back to take a look at our Earth; 
only half visible, a blue marble slowly 
spinning. Our blue planet.

Read more  è

Topics: Marine MondayPOSTED BY: OLIVER JARVIS, FEBRUARY 1, 2016

6 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD CARE ABOUT THE OCEAN

Share this:

NEWS ARTICLES SCUBA DIVER AUSTRALASIA SCUBA DIVER OCEAN PLANETADEX ASIAN DIVER SCUBA360

The platform that offers 
everything you need to know 
about exploring the world 
of water. Bringing the dive 
community, and the whole 
diving industry, informative, 
up-to date, and exciting 
information, all of which is 
easy to digest on the go. You 
can find our B2B magazine, 
Scuba360, online, as well as 
our other titles (Asian Diver, 
Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA and 
OCEAN PLANET), available in 
three languages! 

We kick off the week 
with advice, information 
and news relating to 
marine conservation, 
and select from the 
thousands a “Marine 
Biologist of the Week”. 

Looking for your next dive 
getaway? We scour the globe 
to find you the best hotspots, 
and best-kept secrets.

MONDAY
Daily Dive-Ins Marine Travel

TUESDAY

Everything in the world of marine wildlife – 
we bring you the latest news, breathtaking 
images and “top lists” of life in the sea.

Wildlife 
WEDNESDAY



SATURDAY
Gear

uw360 NEWS
Belize Bans Offshore Oil Drilling Along 
Barrier Reef System

Skill-Set SUNDAY
Tek Diving: 5 Entry-Level Courses

Travel TUESDAY
The World’s Best Places for 
Shark Diving

top reads

It’s throwback Thursday! We dive to the depths of 
diving history to find you the most interesting facts, 
pioneers and old tales.

We introduce you to our 
“Underwater Photographer 
of the Week”, and take you 
through the best photography 
and videography, equipment 
and insider techniques to help 
you build on your photo skills.

Throwback THURSDAY

From dive-fit information, to the best 
dive courses out there – we keep you 
informed with safety advice and training 
tips to help you grow as a diver.

Image © Laurent Ballesta

uw360.asia is the place to stay ahead 
of the game with brand new gear 
releases, reviews and equipment 
comparisons. We help you get you 
the best bang for your buck!

Skill-Set SUNDAY 

Camera FRIDAY

Camera FRIDAY
Photographer of the Month (January) 
Laurent Ballesta
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By RICO BESSERDICH*

Keeping the Myth Alive
ADEX 2016 once again celebrates the enduring  
legend of the half-woman half-fish

PLAY

*The text in this feature was partly adapted from “Myths of the Sea”  
by Rico Besserdich, which appeared in Asian Diver, Issue 6, Volume 123



The mermaid myth is alive and well today. In 
fact, when many people mistook Animal Planet’s 
2012 docufiction Mermaids: The Body Found 
for a factual documentary, the National Ocean 
Service (a branch of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration) was forced to 
declare that “no evidence of aquatic humanoids 
has ever been found”. Yet the myth has 
infiltrated Asian, European and American legend 
and lore, and mermaids are still very present in 
the human psyche.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF MERMAIDS
The first mermaid tales originated from Assyria 
(now Iraq), dating back to 1000 BC. It was told 
that the goddess Atargatis unintentionally  
killed her mortal lover. Ashamed, she jumped 
into a lake and was turned into a mermaid, 
fishtail and all. 

The tale One Thousand and One Nights, a 
collection of West and South Asian stories and 
folk tales, also contains several mermaid stories, 
such as Djullanar the Sea-girl, who had two 
human legs but was able to breathe underwater. 
Meanwhile, in Greek mythology, Thessaloniki, 
the sister of Alexander the Great, turned into a 
mermaid after her death, and was said to live as 
such in the Aegean Sea.

In 1493, Christopher Columbus reported 
sightings of three swimming mermaids (although 
it’s likely he may have mistaken them for passing 
dugongs). Also, according to his logbook, the 
English pirate Blackbeard told his men to steer 
away from the mermaids, as they might steal the 
pirates’ gold… 

1  

2  

2. Malaysian mermaid 
Joyce Ng shows off her 
impressive fishtail

1. Syrena and fellow 
mermaid Yao strike a 
pose 
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WHAT MAKES A MERMAID?
According to its most common definition, a 
mermaid is a mythical aquatic creature with the 
upper body of a woman and the tail of a fish. 
They are benevolent, can breathe underwater, 
and control wind and water. It is often said that 
mermaids seek love with men, but can turn from 
friendly to beastly if their love is unrequited. If 
this happens, they will raise storms and floods 
and cause ships to sink. Oh, and yes, there are 
mermen as well. SDOP

MERMAIDS AT ADEX 2016!
ADEX is thrilled to have real-life mermaids 
performing at the event once again this year, 
including Syrena from Singapore, Dadi Li from 
China, Odessa Bugarin from the Philippines, and 
Joyce Ng and Hidy Yu from Hong Kong. Visitors 
can see these mythical creatures come alive as 
they swim and perform in our special dive tank. 
They will also be at the ADEX pool, where kids 
can meet, and take photos with, their favourites.

Dada Li (China), Hidy Yu (Hong Kong), Joyce Ng (Hong Kong),  
Odessa Bugarin (Philippines), Syrena (Singapore)

4. Chinese mermaid 
Dada Li emerges from an 
underwater cave

3. Singapore mermaid 
Syrena poses on a rocky 
outcrop

3  

4  



ADEX 2016
APRIL 15–17  SUNTEC SINGAPORE

Celebrating the sea doesn’t have to be done underwater! ADEX 2016 is  
dedicated to everything about the ocean – exploring it, protecting it, and  
taking beautiful pictures and videos of it. It’s not only for adults, either.  

Every year, kids of all ages get involved too!

KIDS’ ZONE

COLOUR & WIN!
Show off your artistic 
skills in our colouring 
competition and stand 
to win attractive prizes! 
Winning entries will even 
get published in Asian 
Geographic JUNIOR!

MEET THE ADEX 
OCEAN ARTIST!
It’s all seahorses at 
ADEX. Make beautiful art 
with our ocean artists.

WANT TO BE A DIVER?
Let the experts at ADEX 
help you discover the 
joys of the underwater 
world. Children who 
are at least 8 years old 
can use scuba gear to 
breathe underwater and 
swim around in  
our shallow water 
pool. Kids must be 
comfortable in the water, 
but no prior experience 
is necessary. Parental 
approval is required.

MEET THE 
MERMAIDS!
Come and splash  
around with mermaids  
at the ADEX swimming  
pool. Bring your own 
swimming costumes. 
And don’t miss the other 
mermaids performing in 
the dive tank throughout 
the show! 

PUZZLE FUN!
Challenge yourself with 
some amazing puzzles 
that tell us stories about 
the ocean!

SEAHORSE ON  
YOUR FACE!
Show your support 
for seahorses. Get a 
seahorse painted  
on your face with  
edible paints!

by

ACTIVITY ZONE
www.adex.asia



By CONNIE CHAN
Images by ALAN LO

Philippine Feast
A short hop from Manila, Puerto Galera is a 
dive hotspot among the best in the Philippines

Located in the very heart of the Coral Triangle, 
Puerto Galera is well known for its countless 
dive sites and incredibly clear waters; the area 
was designated a Man and Biosphere Reserve 
by UNESCO in 1973 and has some of the most 
diverse coral reef diving in Asia.

Puerto Galera in Spanish means “port of 
the galleons”. Puerto Galera (or “PG island”) 
typically refers to the diving village of Sabang 
and White Beach. 

From Manila airport it takes just two hours 
by land to Batangas Pier and from there it’s a 
one-hour boat ride to the island. This gorgeous 
collection of bays and islands offers a variety 
of dive sites for both training and exploration; 
from shipwrecks to drift diving, and even deep 
dives over 100 metres. 

1. The busy beachfront 
of Sabang

2. Dive with giant turtles 
at the Sabang wreck
3. Two multicoloured 
mantis shrimp in a 
sponge coral 

î  FRIDAY 
From Manila, take a private 
charter van to Batangas (can 
be arranged by the dive resort), 
and travel by private boat to 
Puerto Galera island. Have a 
nice tea before preparations 
for your sunset dive at Sabang 
wreck with giant turtles and 
schools of batfish.

Itineraryî

1

PHILIPPINES

PUERTO GALERA

LONG WEEKEND GETAWAY

SDOP
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

The best visibility is from October to 
May. The water temperature ranges 
from 20°C in December to 29°C 
during the summer months.

 HOW 
The Philippine capital, Manila, is well 
connected to all the world’s major 
cities, and divers from nearby Asian 
countries can do Puerto Galera over 
a long weekend.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Atlantis  

www.atlantishotel.com/
puertogalera

• Beach Life Dive  
www.facebook.com/
beachlifediveresort

•  Manarra Sea View Resort 
www.manarraresort.com

 TOPSIDE 
Enjoy an icy beer on a float bar or 
play snooker with the locals. Sabang 
and White Beach are filled with 
fantastic restaurants and lively bars 
and clubs where you can drink and 
dance the night away. Adrenaline 
junkies should head to the X-Treme 
Sports Adventure Park for some 
paintball in the jungle, and the 
unique Zombieland Crossbow and 
Airgun Range!

 ENTRY 
Most foreign nationals can enter 
the Philippines without a visa and 
stay for 30 days. Chinese Nationals, 
including citizens of Hong Kong and 
Taiwan require a special permit.

î  SATURDAY 
Enjoy three to five dives a day 
at world famous dive sites 
including: Hole in the Wall, 
Alma Jane Wreck, The Hill, 
Ernie’s Cave, and many more. 
End the day with dinner on the 
beachfront.

î  SUNDAY 
Take a day trip to Verde Island, 
where you can dive with big 
schools of jacks and banner fish, 
thousands of bass – and maybe 
catch sight of the ever-elusive 
turtles, dolphins and sea snakes. 
Enjoy a Chinese hot pot dinner 
on the beach, before a relaxing 
evening at the spa.

î  MONDAY
There are a range of activities 
you can choose from: Follow 
the path of the Tukuran River 
to the clear waters of Tukuran 
Falls, try go-kart racing, or test 
your luck at the City of Dreams 
casino. There’s plenty to keep 
you busy before you take the 
boat ride back to Batangas.

4. Puerto Galera is 
brimming with tiny 
critters, like this juvenile 
filefish

5. Pack your macro lens 
for photo opportunities 
like this shrimp in a 
sponge coral 

4
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î  FRIDAY 
Arrive at Jeju International 
Airport. To get to the city 
renting a car is recommended, 
but there is also the option of 
public transport. At night, stop 
by “Lee Jung Sup Street” – a 
place full of small studios, cafés 
and craft shops. (Lee Jung Sup 
is a famous Korean painter who 
lived in Jeju for much of his life.)

Itineraryî

CHUJA ISLAND

SOUTH KOREA

By J.HOON PARK / CHRISTINE LEE
Images by Y.ZIN / KANG DONG-WAN

Jewel of Jeju
Near Korea’s popular Jeju Island is a tiny gem that makes 
the perfect weekend getaway for divers of all levels

There are roughly 62 tiny islands around Jeju 
Island and each offers its own unique attractions. 
Although Jeju itself is a beautiful place for diving 
and sightseeing, divers are now flocking to the 
“hidden pearl” of Chuja Island. Relatively unknown 
to dive tourists, this tiny island and its surrounding 
waters are still pristine, and offer divers the chance 
to see a number of interesting marine species, 
including sea bream, sea bass, various kinds of 
seahorse, butterflyfish and frogfish.

It takes one hour to get to Chuja Island from Jeju. 
The diving is suitable for all levels, so any qualified 
diver with the basic gear can enjoy.

1

1. Beautiful soft corals 
are plentiful around 
Jeju and its surrounding 
islands

LONG WEEKEND GETAWAY
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î  SATURDAY 
Take the Pink Dolphin ferry 
at 9:30am from Jeju Yeonan 
passenger ferry terminal to 
Chuja Island. Spend the day 
diving at the recently opened 
diving centre called Goldfish 
Dive Resort. At night, pay a visit 
to Jakji Mongdolbat for dinner 
by the waves.

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

The best time is July to November, 
when visibility averages 10–15 metres 
(tide dependent). Water temperature 
ranges widely throughout the year, 
from 18 to 28°C.

 HOW 
Seoul’s Incheon International Airport 
is served by all the major carriers 
around the world. Transfer by bus to 
Gimpo International Airport, where 
domestic flights leave for Jeju Island.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Chujado Goldfish Dive Resort  

Jeju Si, Chuja Myeon, Chujaro Gil 98 
Contact: Kim Jong Hwan  
+82 82-10-3763-2589 

 TOPSIDE 
Visit the many attractive spots on 
Jeju Island. If you have energy left 
after diving, go hiking in Hallasan 
National Park or enjoy a casual stroll 
in the Saryeoni Forest, where you 
can breathe in fresh air surrounded 
by big cedar trees. 

Visit Jaguri Haean and check out 
the open-air museum with diverse art 
works set on the coast. Alternatively, 
enjoy a romantic evening walking 
the coastal paths and dining at the 
seafront restaurants. 

 ENTRY 
Many nationals do not require a  
visa for stays of up to 90 days.  
Visa-exempt countries include 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,  
Japan, Hong Kong, and the US.

2. Jeju’s waters offer 
endless wide-angle reef 
scenics

3. The view of the ocean 
from a dive shop at Udo, 
one of Jeju’s tiny islands

4. A haenyeo diver 
organises seaweed 
gathered from 
underwater

5. A kind of soft coral 
commonly found in the 
waters around Jeju

î  SUNDAY 
Spend the day diving with an 
array of marine life, from tiny 
seahorses to grumpy looking 
frogfish – the island offers 
some of Korea’s best diving 
opportunities. Visit Chuja 
Lighthouse and savour lovely 
views of the island plus the tiny 
museum inside the lighthouse. 

î  MONDAY
Return to Jeju in the morning 
and head over to the amazing 
Jeju Haenyeo Museum to 
discover the unique culture of 
Jeju’s haenyeo female divers. 
Fly back to Seoul in the late 
afternoon. SDOP
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1. Rhinopias frondosa: 
These ornate members 
of the scorpionfish family 
are regarded as a top find 
for photographers and 
naturalists. 



By MIKE BARTICK

Awesome Anilao
Head to one of the Philippines’ hottest dive spots for great critter, reef  
and wall dives – and savour the area’s laid-back topside activities 

Anilao is a unique dive destination located 
in the Batangas region on the main island of 
Luzon just 2.5 hours southwest of the Philippine 
capital, Manila. Anilao’s calm waters have been 
a favourite amongst the local dive community 
for more than 50 years and claims to be the 
birthplace of diving in all of the Philippines. 

Over the years, countless Manila divers 
have come to complete their open water dive 
training, expand their dive skills or just enjoy 
the quick access to great dives. What many of 
these divers didn’t realise was the significance 
of the abundant marine life found here. Ocean 
and tidal currents, depth and other elements 
have come together in a way to make this small 
enclave a very unique dive destination indeed. 

Geographically, Anilao is located on the 
middle part of a large “W” shaped peninsula, 
surrounded by two large bays. To the west is 
the Balayan Bay and the east is Batangas Bay. 
The “Verde Island Passage”, known for its dense 
biodiversity, also supplies this coastal region of 
Batangas with a fresh and abundant supply of 
sea life that naturally makes scuba diving here 
so exciting. 

While remaining a local favourite, Anilao 
has also gained an international reputation as 
being a prime destination for underwater macro 
photography. The area is regarded as a “muck-
diving” paradise, with critter-rich dive sites like 
Secret Bay, the Mabini Pier and Arthur’s Rock 
boasting numerous sought-after and highly 
photogenic critters. Hairy frogfish, stargazers, 
rare nudibranchs, even Rhinopias can all be seen 
with regularity in Anilao – especially with the 
help of a local spotter. 

But if hovering over a sandy bottom isn’t  
your thing, perhaps a colourful wall dive at 
Kirby’s Rock might do the trick. Alternatively, 
explore the coral gardens of Sombrero Island,  
a local wreck dive, or visit the shallow pinnacles  
of Apohls Point. Anilao is never short on dive 
sites and has something to offer divers of all  
skill levels.

EAT, SLEEP, DIVE, REPEAT



 Hike to the top of 
“Gulugod Baboy” 

(roughly translated as the 
“hog’s spine”) for a 
commanding view of the two 
bays. On a clear day you can see 
across the pass to the island of 
Mindoro and all the way from 
Verde Island on the left past 
Sombrero Island to the right. 
The “spine” is a narrow single 
file walkway from one hilltop  
to the next on a green 
windswept hillside.

It’s true that diving remains 
supreme in Anilao but there are 
also some other things to see 
and do when visiting. Anilao is 
best known for its underwater 
nightlife as opposed to a bar 
scene (which doesn’t really 
exist), so if you fancy a drink or 
two, you’re better off hanging 
out at your resort. Instead, to 
really feel the pulse of what 
Anilao is all about, use the 
following ideas as a pointer for 
visiting like a local:

 Island hopping and 
sunbathing on one of 
the scenic nearby 

islands will give you a true 
“castaway” feel. Spend the day 
without seeing another soul as 
the sun crosses the sky.

 Relax like a local in 
one of the volcanic 

superheated mineral hot 
springs. A local resort has 
harnessed the heat and built 
large mineral pools that make a 
fun night out that adds to the 
local experience.

MUST-DO'S

SDTTL
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DID YOU KNOW?
The name “Anilao” actually 
comes from a small barangay, 
or township, that most visitors 
drive through without ever 
knowing. The name has been 
generalised to include a 
larger area that includes the 
local islands of Tingloy and 
Maricaban. Tingloy and Mabini 
work as a team to maintain 
a park-like system that now 
includes mooring balls and 
some of the country’s most-
successful marine protected 
areas. This collective effort 
has been very effective in the 
ongoing efforts to thwart 
destructive poaching and fish 
collecting practices, making 
Anilao a gem in more ways 
than one. 

3. Anilao’s department 
of tourism plays a key 
role in conservation 
and protection of the 
local reefs. The region is 
monitored by one main 
group called the Bantay 
Dagat, or “Ocean Police”  

2. Nudibranch studies 
have been ongoing in 
the Anilao area for more 
than 10 years. Each year 
the California Academy of 
Sciences brings in teams 
to scout and discover 
new marine animal life

 Windsurfing and 
kiteboarding in Balayan 

Bay are very popular amongst 
the locals and a seasonal 
favourite. Plan to be here from 
January to March to take 
advantage of the cool easterly 
winds that gust across the bay 
each afternoon.

2

3

 Ocean kayaking over 
shallow reefs and clear 

blue waters is a memorable 
experience and a great way  
to unwind from the demands  
of another world. Either by 
shore or by boat, kayaking is a 
great way to get away and  
enjoy the quiet.

 Enjoy a barbecue  
and picnic on the 

secluded Sepoc Island beach, 
just a short 30-minute boat 
trip away. It’s perfect for get-
togethers with family and 
friends, or even that special one-
of-a-kind wedding photo.

 Snorkel in one of the 
protected marine parks. 

Twin Rocks, Arthur’s Rock  
and Cathedral Rock are all  
marine protected areas that  
offer colourful corals, and  
an assortment of reef fish  
and turtles.



EAT, SLEEP, DIVE, REPEAT
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Crystal Blue Resort is built for 
underwater photographers, 
with renowned guides, a 
23-bay camera room, on-site 
photo pro, 17 air-conditioned 
rooms and a trained chef. The 
resort conducts underwater 
photo workshops year round.
www.divecbr.com

Vivere Azure offers 13 
boutique suites with lovely 
views of Anilao, and activities 
ranging from diving and 
snorkelling to surfing and 
kayaking, with the promise 
of a relaxing spa massage 
afterwards.
www.vivereazure.com

Sea’s Spring Resort, facing 
Secret Bay, has over 65 rooms 
for leisure, a dive operation, 
Korean barbeque restaurant 
and mineral hot springs.  
www.seasspringresort.com

TOP DIVE RESORTS

BEST RESTURANTS

Anilao Beach Club serves up a 
mean menu of native Filipino 
dishes and international fare, 
but many come for the famous 
giant burgers, designed for four! 
www.anilaobeachclub.com

Johanna’s Grille (P. Burgos, 
Batangas) in Bauan is famous  
for their baby back ribs. Be  
sure to order the large rack  
with extra barbecue sauce if 
you’ve had an exhausting day’s 
diving. Johanna’s also has a  
nice assortment of beers and  
a full bar.

Sea’s Spring Resort Korean 
barbecue is a great treat when 
visiting the hot springs. Be sure 
to order the Spicy chicken soup 
and enjoy the assorted kimchi. 
www.seasspringresort.com

OMG (Majuben, Mabini) is 
another local restaurant that 
serves up a thick hearty noodle 
soup called lomi. Lomi is made 
with seafood or chicken (or 
whatever the menu has to offer) 
but is always topped with pork 
crackling. Lomi shacks can be 
seen at many of the dive sites 
and make a great way to warm 
up between dives. SDOP



ANILAO, BATANGAS, PHILIPPINES

WWW.DIVECBR.COM

 } 25-bay camera room
 } Chef-prepared meals
 } Air-conditioned rooms
 } On-site photo pro

4. A hike to the top of 
Gulogod Baboy is a great 
way to spend a non-
diving day

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

Anilao is a year-round destination 
but the ideal times are October 
to June. The strong monsoons in 
July and August are best avoided. 
Throughout the year, expect great 
visibility, around 20 metres, and 
air temperatures averaging 25°C. 
The water temperature is around 
27°C in the April–May peak season, 
dropping to about 25°C in the 
cooler January–March months.

 HOW 
Fly in to Manila’s Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport, which is well 
connected to cities around the 
world. Your resort can arrange your 
transfer from Manila. Alternatively, 
hire a private car or take a taxi, 
bus or jeepney if you’re feeling 
adventurous.

 ENTRY 
Most foreign nationals will be 
granted a visa on arrival for stays 
of up to one month, but check with 
the Philippines embassy in your 
country. Check the luggage weight 
restrictions for inner island flight 
transfers and ferry systems.
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ADEX 2016 brings you some of the most accomplished and influential 
photographers, videographers and cinematographers from around the world.

  UK 
Alex Mustard 
Voice of the Ocean Head Judge

Dr Alexander Mustard has been taking 
underwater photographs for 30 years. 
Previously, he worked as a marine biologist 
at the UK’s National Oceanography Centre, 
Southampton. His innovative underwater 
photographs are respected and celebrated 
around the world. He has pioneered many 
techniques within underwater photography 
and is held in particular esteem by the 
underwater photography community for 
continually sharing his secrets through 
magazine articles, talks and workshops. 
Alex is a sought-after writer on all aspects 

Main Stage  
WIDE ANGLE LIGHTING MASTERCLASS: Learn 
how to create the different wide-angle lighting 
styles that will transform your images.

Photo Video Zone  
MACRO LIGHTING MASTERCLASS: Find out 
how to take full control of your lighting to 
diversify your macro portfolio.

TOPICS

PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS

of underwater photography, particularly 
equipment reviews and technique articles. 
www.amustard.com



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 SWITZERLAND/FRANCE
Kurt Amsler 
Voice of the Ocean Guest Judge
Film Festival Presenter   

 
Kurt Amsler’s passion for all things aquatic 
was shaped by growing up in Waedenswil 
on Lake Zürich, Switzerland. In 1985, he had 
the opportunity to work as a cameraman 
alongside Hans Hass in producing the 
documentary The Maldives – Paradise 
Transformed, which became a career 
highlight. His 2014 film documented the 
birth of a sperm whale, something that had 
never been witnessed before, and became 
Kurt’s most treasured experience in 50 
years of underwater photography. Kurt’s 
organisation “SOS Seaturtles” has been 
fighting for over two decades to preserve 
these endangered marine reptiles.
www.sos-seaturtles.ch

 FRANCE
Laurent Ballesta
Film Festival Presenter  
Book Festival Speaker 

Laurent Ballesta grew up with a passion 
for underwater life, which led him to 
study marine biology. This culminated in 
a master’s degree and the discovery of a 
species of fish hitherto unknown in the 
Western Mediterranean. Combining his 
passion for underwater photography with his 
work as a biologist, Laurent has published 
portfolios in the top French and international 
magazines, and is the only three-time 
first prize winner in the World Festival of 
Underwater Images. 
www.andromede-ocean.com

Photo Video Zone  
THE FIRST BREATH!: Capturing a one-of-a-kind  
shot of a sperm whale giving birth. 

TOPICS

Main Stage 
GOMBESSA EXPEDITIONS: Discover what 
defines these special expeditions, and what 
they all have in common.

Photo Video Zone 
SLOW MOTION AND BURST MODE: Using  
slow motion and burst mode to observe  
animal behaviours.

TOPICS
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 UK/MALAYSIA

Aaron Gekoski
Film Festival Presenter  

Aaron “Bertie” Gekoski is an award-winning 
underwater/topside photographer, journalist, 
presenter, adventurer, travel writer and 
filmmaker. He is currently the in-house 
presenter at Scubazoo, one of the world’s 
leading underwater production companies. 
His work – primarily covering the areas of 
diving, wildlife, travel and conservation –  
has been instrumental in bringing important 
issues on the natural world to a wider public.
www.aarongekoski.com

 SINGAPORE
Aaron Wong
ADEX Ambassador of Photography

Aaron Wong is one of the most published 
and recognised underwater photographers in 
Asia. With over a decade of field experience, 
Aaron’s images and his trademark lighting 
technique have won him international 
acclaim. He is also the official ADEX 
Ambassador of Photography. Aaron has also 
created the campaign, SINGAPORE WITHOUT 
FINS, to achieve a ban on the consumption 
of shark fin in Singapore. Together with Asian 
Diver magazine and Asia Dive Expo (ADEX), 
the campaign aims to collect self-portraits of 
people covering their mouths through social 
media and consolidate them into a “petition 
of faces”.
www.aaronsphotocraft.com

Photo Video Zone  
UNDERSTANDING LIGHT: Get techniques and 
tips on how Aaron creates some of his iconic 
underwater images. 

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 USA/CHINA
Andrew Marriott  

Andrew Marriott is a longtime diver, 
photographer and writer originally from the 
USA. After a move to Guam, Andrew became 
fully focused on the ocean, helping many 
new divers fall in love with the water while 
working as an instructor and underwater 
photographer. After much encouragement 
from his friends and students, he devoted 
himself full time to taking and sharing his 
images, and writing about diving. Andrew 
has garnered numerous awards and first 
place finishes at major competitions for his 
photography and art both above and below 
the waves. His writing and photos have 
appeared in major magazines worldwide. 
www.marriottphotoandart.smugmug.com

Photo Video Zone  
THE ART OF COLOR AND MOTION:Understand 
how to capture the incredible colours and 
action under the sea.

Photo Video Zone
ELEMENTS OF THE SEA:  What happens when 
we strip out all the clutter and focus just on  
the simple beauty and elements of an 
underwater scene?

TOPICS

 HONG KONG
Alan Lo  

Alan Lo is a commercial photographer based 
in Hong Kong. A scuba diving aficionado, he 
expresses his passion for the underwater 
world through his multifaceted approach 
to photography, which is grounded in his 
innovative and artistic interpretation of 
life, people and Nature. Alan’s work has 
evolved significantly over the last 20 years, 
from his early creative print work and 
exhibitions, through a range of architectural 
commissions, commercial projects and 
personal photographic explorations. 
www.alanlo.com.hk

Photo Video Zone  
CREATING YOUR OWN STYLE IN UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Underwater photography is 
about developing images that you personally 
find appealing.

TOPICS
Photo Video Zone
MARINE LIFE BEHAVIOUR IN UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHY: More research on your  
dive site will help to get the behaviour  
shots you want.
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 INDONESIA
Ben Sarinda  

Ben Sarinda has logged more than 10,000 
dives and has earned a reputation amongst 
divers and underwater photography 
enthusiasts for his extensive experience 
and understanding of marine life behaviour. 
Through his years of working with 
accomplished underwater photographers, he 
has developed a hands-on understanding of 
critters and their characteristics.

 CANADA/THAILAND
Frederic Juneau

Frederic Juneau is a globetrotter, scuba-
diving instructor and photographer who 
has been based in Thailand since 2010. 
Originally from Canada, he enjoys the 
warmer environment and rich biodiversity 
Southeast Asia has to offer. While Fred 
was trained in commercial photography, 
his professional activities now focus on 
underwater imaging, as well as advertising 
and reportage photography.
www.fredericjuneau.com

Photo Video Zone  
MAKING THE APPROACH. HOW NOT TO SCARE 
THEM AWAY!

Photo Video Zone
POSITIONING YOURSELF SO THE CRITTERS 
LOOK AT YOU AND SMILE

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
FROM COMPACT TO DSLR: Making the 
transition from a compact camera to a DSLR 
underwater rig.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 SINGAPORE
Glenn Yong 

Glenn Yong received a design education 
from a young age, and he often presents 
his photographic works with a minimalist 
approach, be it on land or in the water. 
His portfolio includes work ranging from 
commercial assignments and weddings, to 
journalistic and underwater photography 
assignments, and there are various 
publications featuring his work as a 
commercial photographer in Europe and 
Asia. Glenn is a Master Photographer 
accredited by the Master Photographer’s 
Association (UK) and a member of 
the acclaimed Wedding and Portrait 
Photographers International, WPPI (US).  
www.glennyongphotography.com

 INDONESIA
Hengki Koentjoro
Book Festival Speaker 

Hengki Koentjoro is an accomplished 
photographer specialising in capturing the 
spectral domain that lies amidst the shades 
of black and white. Born in Semarang, 
Central Java, Indonesia, he pursued 
further education at the Brooks Institute of 
Photography in Santa Barbara, California, 
an endeavour that plunged him into the 
professional arena of video production 
and fine art photography. Now based in 
Jakarta, Hengki works principally on Nature 
documentaries and corporate profiles as a 
freelance videographer and video editor, but 
also continues to indulge his passion for the 
art of black-and-white photography. 
www.hengki-koentjoro.com

Photo Video Zone 
FROM HOBBY TO BEING A PROFESSIONAL: 
Making the move from commercial 
photographer to underwater photographer.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
UNDERWATER BLACK AND WHITE 
PHOTOGRAPHY: A creative look at black-and-
white underwater photography.

TOPICS
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 INDONESIA
Imran Ahmad   

Imran Ahmad Bin Rayat Ahmad, Nikon 
Professional Photographer and Ocean 
Artist Society Member, has been named 
“Top Asian Underwater Photographer in the 
World” by Dietmar Fuchs, Chief Editor for 
Blancpain – Editions Fifty Fathoms. Imran’s 
works have been exhibited around the world, 
including in Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
China, Brazil, Croatia, and Russia. He is part 
of the judging team for various underwater 
and travel photography competitions as well 
as Nikon’s “Big Shot” Competition. He is 
also a celebrity judge for the “Celebrate the 
Sea” underwater photo competition, along 
with National Geographic’s Emory Kristoff.
www.escapeinc.com.sg 

 INDONESIA/SINGAPORE
Indra Swari

Indra Swari has had a lifelong passion for 
wildlife, which she has coupled with her 
love of photography and diving. She has 
dedicated herself to understanding animal 
behaviour, always looking to capture the 
character of her subjects. Her passion for 
macro photography has grown in recent 
years to encompass larger animals, both 
above and below the waterline. Indra’s work 
has been widely published in international 
magazines, and she is internationally 
recognised as the 2014 winner of the 
Underwater Species category in the 
prestigious Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year competition, organised by the Natural 
History Museum and BBC Wildlife.
www.indraswariw.com

Photo Video Zone  
IT’S A SMALL WORLD: Indra shares some of 
her many encounters with the critters of the 
macro underwater world. 

Main Stage 
WONDERFUL CRITTERS OF INDONESIA

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
THE IMPRINTS: PHOTOGRAPHING FOR  
MAGAZINES: Images aren’t just meant to be 
left on your hard drive: What to consider when 
photographing for magazines.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 PHILIPPINES
Ivan Manzanares  

Ivan Manzanares has been diving the waters 
of the Philippines for a decade, and as a 
PADI Digital Underwater Instructor, he enjoys 
coaching beginner-level photographers. Ivan 
has worked with some of the world’s best 
photographers, allowing him to gain the 
know-how, experience and “creative eye” 
to make him one of the most sought-after in 
Anilao. He has also been assigned to assist 
marine biologists in their expeditions to 
discover new species and in their studies of 
habitats and behaviour.

 UKRAINE
Iyad Suleyman
Voice of the Ocean Judge

Iyad Suleyman is an award-winning 
underwater photographer who has served as 
a judge in various underwater photography 
competitions and whose work has been 
featured in numerous international diving 
magazines. Iyad has experience in all 
kinds of underwater photography, but he is 
especially passionate about super macro, 
which allows him to capture the amazing 
detail of the tiniest subjects to reveal their 
hidden beauty.
www.iyadsuleyman.com

Photo Video Zone  
DON’T SHOOT AN ELEPHANT IN A DESERT!

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
UNDERWATER SUPER MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY:
Iyad discusses the camera settings, lighting 
and composition for amazing super macro.

Photo Video Zone
BLENNY’S LIFE IN PORTRAITS: All the tips and 
tricks you need to know to shoot blennies and 
other tiny fish.

TOPICS
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 INDONESIA
James Mamoto   

James Mamoto, a native of Minahasa,  
North Sulawesi, Indonesia, began as a 
dive guide and is now a PADI-certified dive 
instructor. His images have garnered awards 
in various photography contests, including 
Asian Diver magazine’s “Best in Class” 
(2011) and Indonesia Underwater Photo 
Competition (2013). He is also a contributor 
to Garuda Indonesia’s in-flight magazine 
and Japan Dive Magazine, among other 
publications. James is a compact camera 
enthusiast whose work has influenced the 
explosive growth of underwater photography 
in Indonesia.

 UK/MALAYSIA
Jason Isley
Book Festival Speaker 

Jason Isley trained as an underwater 
cameraman in Australia before moving to 
Sabah in Malaysian Borneo to co-found 
noted underwater filming and photography 
company Scubazoo. For 10 years from 
1996 Jason filmed all over the world on 
productions including the Disney IMAX 
production Sacred Planet, Journeys of a 
Lifetime with Minnie Driver, Animal Planet’s 
The Jeff Corwin Experience, Nick Baker’s 
Weird Creatures, and Perfect Predators 
for Discovery Channel’s Shark Week. From 
2006, he focused on photography full 
time, becoming the driving force behind 
Scubazoo’s publications division. He 
was pivotal in the production of their first 
book, Sipadan-Mabul-Kapalai, Sabah’s 
Underwater Treasure, and then managed the 
publication of six more coffee-table books 
for Scubazoo. 
www.scubazoo.com

Photo Video Zone  
CHALLENGE WITH COMPACT CAMERAS: James 
considers the advantages and limitations of 
compacts compared to DSLRs.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY – STANDING 
OUT FROM THE CROWD: How to avoid your 
macro and wide-angle images looking like 
everybody else’s.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 USA
Lynn Funkhouser
Women Divers Hall of Fame
Voice of the Ocean Judge

Lynn Funkhouser is an internationally 
published photographer, author, lecturer, 
environmentalist, adventuress, and leader in 
dive travel. Diving and photographing over 
260 islands in the Philippines, two months 
every year since 1975, she is an expert on 
Philippine diving. Her most recent honour 
was Diver of the Year 2014 in Arts at NY/NJ 
Beneath the Sea. As an environmentalist, 
Lynn is committed to making a difference 
through her images and presentations. She 
was inducted into the inaugural Women 
Divers Hall of Fame. 
www.lynnfunkhouser.com

 SINGAPORE
Mathieur Meur    

Mathieu Meur has been shooting 
underwater for over 25 years, at first 
freediving and subsequently on scuba. He 
was among the first adopters and promoters 
of digital technology for underwater 
photography, authoring what is probably 
the first PADI-approved digital underwater 
photography specialty course in the world in 
2001. He has gone on to contribute regular 
columns on photography techniques to 
dive and photography publications, and 
has authored five books on underwater 
photography techniques to date. Mathieu 
is also a regular speaker at dive events, 
a judge for underwater photography 
competitions, and a coach for underwater 
photography workshops.
www.mathieumeur.com

Main Stage 
THE PHILIPPINES – THE APEX OF THE CORAL 
TRIANGLE: Showcasing Anilao, Puerto Galera 
and Tubbataha.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
FOCUS ON MACRO PHOTOGRAPHY: Mathieu 
dispels the perception that macro is easier 
than other types of underwater imaging.

TOPICS

Main Stage 
THE FUNTASTIC PHILIPPINES: Journey to 
Dumaguete, Apo Island, Oslob and Malapascua.
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 AUSTRALIA
Matthew Smith
Voice of the Ocean Judge

Matthew Smith began shooting the 
coastlines of his home country of the UK 
before taking the plunge into underwater 
photography. Immigrating to Australia in 
2007, he now has the Pacific Ocean as his 
underwater playground. Matthew won the 
2014 ANZANG Nature Photographer of the 
Year; took first, second and third place 
prizes in Ocean Geographic’s 2014 Pictures 
of the Year; and was also a BBC Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 2014 prizewinner. 
He loves the “half over, half under” 
photograph to give an underwater image a 
sense of place. 
www.mattysmithphoto.com

 AUSTRALIA
Michael Aw
Book Festival Speaker 

Michael Aw is an author, explorer and 
conservation photographer. His accolades 
include winning more than 63 international 
photographic awards, and in 2013 he was 
the first Asian to be awarded a NOGI by the 
American Academy of Underwater Arts and 
Science. In 2012, Michael’s Indonesia’s 
Global Treasures won the Palme d’Or 
International Prize for Best Book of the Year 
at the World Underwater Pictures Festival 
(Festival Mondial de l’Image Sous-Marine).
www.michaelaw.com

Photo Video Zone  
A PARALLEL UNIVERSE: WINDOWS BENEATH 
THE WAVES: Matthew talks about his journey 
from the first over/under to creating the fine-
art pieces for which he has become renowned.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
HOW TO WIN PHOTO COMPETITIONS? WHAT 
ARE JUDGES LOOKING FOR?: Insider tips on  
successful underwater pictures and a career  
in photo-journalism.

Main Stage  
APEX PREDATORS, SENTINEL ANIMALS, ICONS 
FOR CONSERVATION: Close encounters with 
orcas, great whites, tiger sharks, crocodiles and 
polar bears – and why we must protect them.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 ITALY
Pasquale Vassallo
Voice of the Ocean Judge
Book Festival Speaker

Pasquale Vassallo was born in Naples, 
Italy, in 1970, and as a young boy, was in 
love with the ocean, freediving to search 
for sea urchins and octopuses. Over the 
years, his passion for the seas has evolved 
into the pure exploration of the underwater 
world. With his first underwater camera, a 
Nikonos III, he devoted himself completely 
to underwater photography in 1989, focusing 
on images of biological interest, fostered by 
the richness of the seabeds of the Gulf of 
Naples. Since then, to expand his portfolio, 
he has undertaken numerous trips to the 
most beautiful destinations for underwater 
photography around the world.
www.pasqualevassallo.com

Photo Video Zone  
THE SEAHORSES – LAKE MISENO

Photo Video Zone
BAIA – THE UNDERWATER CITY

TOPICS

 MALAYSIA
Patrick Ong 
Book Festival Speaker   

Patrick Ong has been a certified diver 
since 1997, and his career in underwater 
photography began in 2008. He has 
provided a strong influence for divers 
around the region and is passionate about 
spreading his knowledge of the marine 
environment and conservation. Patrick 
launched his first underwater photography 
book, WaterColour, in Hong Kong, in 
December 2014. He is currently giving talks 
on photography around Asia.
www.uwpassion.com

Photo Video Zone  
CREATIVE SHOOTING: What is creative 
shooting and how do you achieve it?

Main Stage 
WONDERFUL DESTINATION OF INDONESIA: 
Patrick shares his experiences of some 
amazing dive locations.

TOPICS
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 CHINA
Richard Meng
Book Festival Speaker

Richard Meng is a member of the Chinese 
Photographers Association, the China 
Art Photography Association, the China 
International Marine Photography 
Association, the Beijing Photography 
Art Association and the Chinese Artists 
Association of Underwater Photography. He 
is one of the few professional photographers 
in China officially certified by Olympus, 
and he also serves as a judge of the China 
Underwater Photo Competition. Richard 
recently published a new book in China 
entitled Sea World.

 TURKEY
Rico Besserdich
Voice of the Ocean Judge    

Rico Besserdich is a professional underwater 
photographer, lecturer, artist and journalist, 
and the International Director of Underwater 
Photography at DIWA, the Diving Instructor 
World Association. He has been involved 
in photography since 1978. Rico has been 
running seminars on “Artistic Underwater 
Photography” at the prestigious HBK SAAR 
Fine Arts University, and is also a member of 
the Ocean Artists Society. His photographic, 
artistic and journalistic works have been 
published in numerous magazines, books 
and online publications around the world.
www.maviphoto.com

Photo Video Zone  
IMAGING THE COLOURFUL UNDERWATER 
WORLD: Showcasing the beauty of the ocean 
and the diversity of its inhabitants.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY & ARTS – THE 
STEP TO THE NEXT LEVEL: Can an underwater 
photograph be considered art, and if yes, how 
does it compare to “normal” images? 

Photo Video Zone  
MINDSET DEVELOPMENT FOR UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHERS: Learn how to stay 
organised and get the most out of your 
underwater photography dives.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 PHILIPPINES
Scott Tuason
Book Festival Speaker  

Scott “Gutsy” Tuason began his romance 
with the sea when he was still legally too 
young to dive, but this did not prevent him 
from going with his father on diving trips 
around the country. Over the years, his work 
has been published in numerous books 
and magazines, notably, Philippine Coral 
Reefs, a collaborative work with Filipino 
artist Rafael Cusi and magazines Asian Diver, 
Action Asia and Philippines Diver. Gutsy’s 
photographs have been exhibited at several 
shows sponsored by WWF and he continues 
to be a WWF contributing photographer. 
Gutsy is also a director of Concerned Divers 
of the Philippines, an environmental group 
engaged in marine conservation awareness 
and environmental rehabilitation projects.

 USA
Shawn Heinrichs
Film Festival Presenter   
Voice of the Ocean Judge  

Shawn Heinrichs is an Emmy Award-
winning cinematographer, photographer, 
scuba diver, and marine conservationist. 
An independent filmmaker and founder of 
Blue Sphere Media, a production company 
specialising in underwater, adventure and 
conservation films, he has worked with many 
of the world’s leading film and journalist 
teams. Teaming up with John Weller, Shawn 
is creating a global film series to raise 
awareness and support campaigns for 
marine conservation. In partnership with Jim 
Abernethy, he is creating films about sharks 
and other charismatic marine life, and our 
connection to these magnificent creatures.
www.bluespheremedia.com

Main Stage 
BEHIND THE SCENES OF RACING EXTINCTION: 
Shawn talks about shooting the powerful eco-
thriller screening at the ADEX Film Festival.

Photo Video Zone 
CREATING ART IN UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Explore the concepts, 
techniques and inspiration behind Shawn’s 
fine art underwater photography.

TOPICS

Photo Video Zone  
BLACKWATER: Scott talks about shooting at 
night in the middle of the ocean.

TOPICS
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 MALAYSIA
Tim Ho
Ambassador of Compact Camera
Voice of the Ocean Judge

Tim Ho left the city in 2009 to become a 
full-time dive instructor, but today he sees 
himself as just a “full-time diver”. When 
he’s not teaching dive courses, he works as 
a videographer on a liveaboard as well as 
contributes photos and articles to various 
magazines. He also organises specialised 
“dive and shoot” trips for people who want 
to do two-hour-long dives with the best 
guides and spotters available.
www.underwatercompact.com

 SINGAPORE
Willam Tan 

William Tan has been fascinated with the 
creatures of the sea since his childhood. 
While studying at Johns Hopkins University 
in the USA, much of his spare time was 
spent gazing at the marine collection 
of the National Aquarium in Baltimore. 
William travels extensively throughout the 
Pacific region judging underwater photo 
competitions, and photographing marine 
life for tourism organisations, scientific 
research groups, dive magazines, camera 
manufacturers, and resorts.

Photo Video Zone  
IT’S THE IDEA BEFORE THE SHOT!

Photo Video Zone
NOT ANOTHER SAME ONE?

TOPICS

Main Stage 
TESTING THE NEW CANON 1DX MARK II 
UNDERWATER: A look at the improved 
functions, and how these functions will help 
you get your dream shots.

TOPICS



PHOTO/VIDEO SPEAKERS
www.adex.asia

Speakers and timings are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

Speakers and topics are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 SOUTH KOREA
Y.Zin Kim 

Y.Zin is the first National Geographic 
underwater photographer in Korea, and 
the very first female sidemount cave diver 
in Asia. She is introducing high-quality 
photography techniques and underwater 
model education in Korea. She has also 
worked on posters and commercials for 
movies, soap operas and magazines.
www.yzinkim.com

Photo Video Zone  
SEA WOMEN, HAENYEO, IN JEJU ISLAND

Photo Video Zone 
AN EPISODE OF UNDERWATER ART WORK

TOPICS
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This year ADEX is celebrating ocean voices through its inaugural Book Festival!  
Visitors can get their hands on the latest books from renowned writers and  

underwater photographers from around the world! Speakers will be providing  
in-depth insights on their books at the Main Stage during the three days of  

the show, with a book signing session after each of their presentations.

UW360 ZONE
Friday, April 15, 5–7pm
Saturday, April 16, 5–7pm
*Subject to change

BOOK FESTIVAL

BOOK FESTIVAL*
ADEX 2016

UNDERWATER CITY: 
BAIA GUIDE
By Pasquale Vassallo

This is the vey first guide to one 
of the most fascinating dive sites 
in the world, the Underwater 
Archaeological Park of Baia. Let 
yourself be taken on an emotional 
journey into this underwater 
city with author and world-class 
photographer Pasquale Vassallo. 

Dive into history among mosaics, 
thermal baths, villas, even an 
imperial palace from a time when 
rich and famous Romans used to 
leave the city to relax. This book  
is a beautiful tour guide for  
those who want to discover 
this fascinating underwater 
archaeological experience. | SGD28

BLACKWATER AND 
OPEN BLUE
By Scott Tuason

This beautiful large-format 
photographic book showcases 
amazing images taken around the 
world in the open ocean, either 
during daylight hours or at night. 
From the minute jellyfish, barely 
visible to the naked eye, to a 
15-metre-long humpback whale 
and her calf, this collection spans 
almost 10 years of capturing images 
that are unique, fascinating or 
downright bizarre. | SGD139

GOMBESSA: A 
MEETING WITH THE 
COELACANTH 
By Laurent Ballesta

In a groundbreaking expedition, 
Laurent Ballesta and his team 
undertake an immense challenge 
– diving to over 120 metres in 
search of the coelacanth to be the 
first to find, photograph and film 
the legendary living fossil. This 
extraordinary book takes you to 
the very bottom of the ocean, to 
an ancient landscape inhabited 
by mysterious species, to a world 
where every second counts, in 
search of a meeting with the fish 
thought to have been extinct for 
more than 65 million years. 

With stunning images and a 
compelling, poetic narrative that 
immerses you fully in an expedition 
that has changed the face of ocean 
exploration, this book is a must 
have for anybody passionate about 
the ocean, science, photography 
and adventure. | SGD105

Published by SD OCEAN PLANET

NEW!NEW!



BOOK FESTIVAL
www.adex.asia

Speakers and books are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

MONOHYDRA
By Hengki Koentjoro

This black-and-white underwater 
photography book by Indonesian 
Hasselblad Master and 
international award-winning 
photographer, Hengki Koentjoro, 
showcases the beauty of 
Indonesia’s water and marine life. 
Covering a series of Hengki’s diving 
experiences in several diving spots 
around Indonesia, this fine art 
book is presented in the classic 
Hasselblad square ratio, although 
the images were shot using a 
regular consumer camera. | SGD69

ELYSIUM – ARTISTS FOR THE ARCTIC
By Michael Aw

Elysium – Artists for the Arctic draws upon the 
world’s finest artists and scientists to reveal 
the stunning panoramas, flora and fauna of 
the northern polar region like no one has seen 
before. Regarded as one of the most enchanting 
wilderness regions of our planet, this region is 
being severely threatened by global warming. If 
a picture is worth a thousand words, the images 
of the Elysium’s artists will change our attitude 
towards climate change, engender change in the way we live, and  
most of all, inspire greater love for our natural world. | SGD210
Elysium – Shackleton Antarctic Visual Epic | SGD100

NEW! 
SMALL BLUE WORLD: LITTLE PEOPLE.  
BIG ADVENTURES
By Jason Isley

The ever-expanding population on Earth and 
the effects of climate change are pushing its 
resources to the limit. With over 70 percent of 
the planet covered by the oceans, it is time to 
take a closer look into the small blue world. 

Join award-winning photographer, Jason 
Isley, as he presents a fantasyland where 
people are starting out in a new world. 
Explore the human condition and take an 
amusing look at whether we have learnt 
anything from our time here on Earth. The 
latest book to be produced and published by Scubazoo is an entertaining 
insight into the underwater realm and the effects humans have on  
their environment. | SGD25

FACE TO FACE: UP CLOSE WITH MOTHER NATURE
By Al Hornsby

Unique, insightful, exciting. Face to Face is the 
result of Al Hornsby’s lifelong fascination with 
wildlife and animal behaviours, and of over 40 
years’ work as a professional photographer and 
writer specialising in the underwater world, 
travel and Nature. 

Al Hornsby takes readers around the world, 
from the Americas to Africa and Asia, through 
his camera lens. This stunning publication is 
peppered with extraordinary firsthand accounts 
of encounters with animals that are feared, 
revered, and often misunderstood. These 
are the kinds of meetings and communions 
that most people can only dream about, made possible by Al’s special 
relationship with the natural world. Get closer to Nature than you ever 
thought possible. | SGD84

 
WATERCOLOUR: 
UNDERWATER ART
By Patrick Ong

See the world through the 
eyes and mind of a remarkable 
photographer. In Patrick’s first 
book, he tells stories through  
his highly skilful imagery, 
capturing unique liquid images 
of moments in time. Watercolour 
is a blast of colour showing 
Nature in action in extraordinary 
circumstances. This remarkable 
liquid journey showcases the 
beauty and fragility of our 
incredible ocean planet. | SGD100

NEW!
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THE SCUBA DIVER’S GUIDE TO UNDERWATER VIDEO
By Jill Heinerth

Professional underwater filmmaker and explorer Jill Heinerth shares her 
tips for scuba divers interested in shooting underwater video, whether 
experienced or starting with a GoPro. This book offers specific technical 
information, anecdotes and guidance for improving your underwater 
filmmaking skills. | SGD43 

THE ESSENTIALS OF CAVE DIVING, SECOND EDITION
By Jill Heinerth

With decades of technical diving experience, including world record  
cave dives, and paradigm changing underwater exploration, Woman  
Divers Hall of Fame member Jill Heinerth has created this contemporary 
guidebook for cave divers. Generously illustrated, the book is full of 
practical underwater knowledge, including sidemount techniques and the  
latest rebreather technology. Encompassing all levels of cave diving,  
this manual is an essential tool – appropriate and relevant to all cave 
training disciplines. | SGD43 

THE BASICS OF REBREATHER DIVING
By Jill Heinerth

Providing information based on her decades of exploration and  
teaching experience, professional rebreather instructor Jill Heinerth leads  
readers through the history, basics and technical aspects of rebreather 
diving. Jill adds just the right amount of rich personal anecdotes to  
provide an insider’s viewpoint about the past, present and future of 
closed-circuit diving. | SGD71

CHESTER THE MANATEE AND THE VERY, VERY, TERRIBLY BAD ITCH
By Jill Heinerth

This adorable book follows the life of a gentle 
manatee facing struggles from a very annoying 
itch. He reaches out to a young girl who helps him 
discover the cause of his problems. The little girl 
helps Chester by teaching people about keeping 
water clean. Chester the Manatee supports 
children who feel different embrace their special 
characteristics. The book celebrates unique kids 
as remarkable people who help teach others about 
important issues. | SGD21

GHOSTS OF THE 
DEEP: DIVING THE 
SHIPWRECKS OF  
SRI LANKA

By Dharshana Jayawardena

Portals to bygone eras, the 
shipwrecks of Sri Lanka are 
enduring testimonies to a long, rich 
cultural history. Historical records 
suggest that there are hundreds 
of wrecks littering Sri Lanka’s 
mysterious waters and while some 
have been located and their identity 
ascertained, others remain secrets 
to be uncovered. Still more will 
likely never be found. | SGD135

DIVING INTO  
THE GREEN
By Kelvin Pung 

Kelvin Pung highlights the marine 
life at Pulau Hantu, Singapore, 
through 48 pages of stunning 
images.

Aimed at both divers and 
non-divers, Diving into the Green 
is a vibrant coffee-table book 
showcasing what we see in local 
Singapore waters.  | SGD48.50

SDOP
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BUSINESS FORUM
www.scuba360.asia

BOOK FESTIVAL
www.adex.asia

Speakers and books are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

THE UNDERWATER REALM OF 
MANADO BAY
By Arief Yudo Wibowo, Hendra Tan   
& Jilmi Astina Anif

In this new coffee-table publication 
by the husband-and-wife team of 
Arief Yudo Wibowo and Jilmi Astina 
Anif, two accomplished divers 
present an aesthetic experience 
of beauty and surprise, capturing 
with their cameras the unspoiled 
wonders of the shallow bay off 
Manado, one of the nothernmost 
cities of the archipelago. | SGD53

THE UNDERWATER REALM  
OF WEH ISLAND
By Arief Yudo Wibowo, Hendra Tan   
& Jilmi Astina Anif

Weh Island in northwestern 
Indonesia is the gateway to the 
country’s natural underwater 
beauty. Your definitive guide 
to diving Weh Island, this book 
features amazing pictures taken 
by professional underwater 
photographers, and includes 
valuable tips and information  
to maximise your experience of  
the island. | SGD53

• Amanda Vincent (Canada) 
Director of Project Seahorse

• Charles Rowe (USA) 
MarSub Tech Workshop and Exhibition and the Seacil Artificial Reef Creator

• Cipto Aji Gunawan (Indonesia)  
Marine Ecotourism Assessment, Development, and Marketing Consultant

• Dave McCann (Malaysia)  
Environmental Officer, Scuba Junkie

• Jim Elliott (USA) 
Founder and President of Diveheart 

• Judi Lowe (Australia)  
Researcher, ARC Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies

• Laurie Wilson (USA) 
Host and Creator of Blue Ocean Business Summit

*Subject to change

ALL THINGS TRADE

FOR THE DIVE PROFESSIONAL

The Scuba360 Business Forum* is a series of conferences, panel 
discussions and presentations that will be held in conjunction with 
other major dive shows in the region. Industry leaders and key players 
will be present to discuss the following topics:
• Marine conservation
• Sustainable marine tourism
• Branding & marketing in Asia Pacific
• Scuba gear
• Underwater photo & video equipment
• Dive training and careers
• Dive safety

SPEAKERS*

BUSINESS
FORUM

LAUNCHING 
AT ADEX

APRIL 15, 2016 
FRIDAY 3PM
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SCUBA PROFESSIONAL – INSIGHTS INTO SPORT DIVER 
TRAINING & OPERATIONS
By Simon Pridmore

Scuba Professional is an excellent source of out-of-the-box ideas and 
independent, objective advice for instructors and dive operators and an 
indispensable guide for those aspiring to become dive professionals. It 
also offers fascinating insights into the business side of scuba that all  
divers will appreciate. The book also looks at the bigger picture of diving 
safety and presents ideas for developing the safety culture within our 
sport. In short, this is everything you wanted to know about working in 
scuba diving but never dared to ask. | SGD25

 
SCUBA FUNDAMENTAL – START DIVING THE RIGHT WAY
By Simon Pridmore

What to learn how to scuba dive? Scuba Fundamental is the perfect 
introductory book for you. It tells readers, among other things, how to 
prepare for scuba diving, what to expect and how to choose an instructor 
and dive operator to learn to dive with. It also guides you through the early 
part of your diving career, your first couple of courses and first 20 dives, 
helping you to make the right choices and avoid the pitfalls that so many 
new divers experience. | SGD25

INDONESIA DIVE DIRECTORY 

An illustrated guide to 500 dive sites in  
the diving paradise that is Indonesia.  
With maps and detailed information about 
marine life, it also presents Indonesia’s  
new Dive Site Classification system,  
which indicates training levels, equipment 
and guide requirements for each site.  
This book comes with a free digital version  
so you can pack light when you head off  
to dive Indonesia. | SGD55

Published by Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA

ADEX 2016
BOOK FESTIVAL
Presented by  
Cipto Aji Gunawan

 
FIFTY FATHOMS: THE DIVE AND 
WATCH HISTORY 1953–2013 
By various contributors

Blancpain’s limited edition  
coffee-table book charts 24 of 
the most exciting milestones in 
diving of the past 60 years. With 
breathtaking images, firsthand 
accounts of the dives that made 
history, and contributions from 
the most illustrious pioneers of 
the diving world, this is the ideal 
addition to the library of any 
serious diver. | SGD420

ADEX 2016
BOOK FESTIVAL
Presented by  
Dietmar Fuchs

DIVE THE BIG BLUE: A 
HISTORICAL AFFAIR VOL. 1 & 2

These enlightening, limited edition 
coffee-table books take you back 
through diving’s fascinating 
timeline. With stunning artwork 
and photography, they explore  
the milestones, personalities, 
events and equipment that have 
brought us, as divers, to where  
we are today. | SGD120

Published by ASIAN DIVER

ADEX 2016
BOOK FESTIVAL
Presented by  
Leslie Leaney

Speakers and books are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.
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BOOKS*
Gombessa: A Meeting with the Coelacanth, Underwater City: Baia Guide, Blackwater and Open Blue, Monohydra, 
Watercolour: Underwater Art, Face To Face: Up Close with Mother Nature, Small Blue World: Little People. 
Big Adventures, Elysium – Artists for the Arctic, Dive Into The Green, Ghosts of the Deep: Diving the Shipwrecks of 
Sri Lanka, The Scuba Diver’s Guide to Underwater Video, The Essentials of Cave Diving (Second Edition), 
The Basics of Rebreather Diving, Chester the Manatee and the Very, Very, Terribly Bad Itch, Scuba Professional – 
Insights into Sport Diver Training & Operations, Scuba Fundamental – Start Diving the Right Way, Indonesia Dive 
Directory, Fi� y Fathoms: The Dive and Watch History 1953–2013, Dive the Big Blue: A Historical A� air Vol. 1 & 2, 
The Underwater Realm of Manado Bay, The Underwater Realm of Weh Island, Sea World

www.adex.asia

Image © Scott Tuason

Image © Al Hornsby

Image © Laurent Ballesta

AUTHORS/PHOTOGRAPHERS

Laurent Ballesta (FRANCE), Pasquale Vassallo (ITALY), Scott Tuason (PHILIPPINES), Hengki Koentjoro (INDONESIA), Patrick Ong (MALAYSIA), 
Al Hornsby (USA), Jason Isley (UK), Michael Aw (AUSTRALIA), Kelvin Pung (SINGAPORE), Dharshana Jayawardena (Sri Lanka), 

Jill Heinerth (USA), Simon Pridmore (UK), Arief Yudo Wibowo (INDONESIA), Hendra Tan (INDONESIA), Jilmi Astina Anif (INDONESIA), 
Cipto Aji Gunawan (INDONESIA), Dietmar Fuchs (GERMANY), Leslie Leaney (UK), Richard Meng (CHINA)

Image © Al HornsbyImage © Al HornsbyImage © Al Hornsby

*Subject to change



OCEAN ARTISTS
www.adex.asia

Speakers are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

This year’s ADEX welcomes more artistic talents to celebrate the breathtaking 
colours and textures of our oceans. Come by and observe how these masters of 
artistic expression use their art to convey important messages of conservation.

OCEAN ARTISTS

Dedicated to Climate Change
Experience ocean art with Ocean Artist for Climate Change, AG. Saño, who is 
recognised for his environmental activism, as he creates a giant mural over the 
three days of ADEX 2016. His artwork and message will be used to promote ADEX 
2017, which is dedicated to climate change.

APRIL 7-9
SUNTEC SINGAPORE

PHILIPPINES
AG Saño
ADEX 2015 Ambassador 
for Dolphins 

AG, a conservationist and 
widely published professional 
photographer, began his career as 
an assistant to art mentor Fernando 
Sena. He established Dolphins Love 
Freedom, which aims to protect 
dolphins and whales.

AG has also done assignments 
and environmental work with 
reputable NGOs and institutions 
and co-founded Balyena.org, 
a non-profit marine mammal 
conservation group.

MALAYSIA
Anuar Abdullah 
ADEX 2014 Ambassador 
for Coral Reefs

Anuar is the founder of Ocean 
Quest Southeast Asia (previously 
known as Ocean Quest Malaysia) 
and is involved in coral reef 
rehabilitation in the Southeast 
Asian region. His projects include 
coral propagation education  
and empowering the public in  
coral conservation. He is also  
the author of a book on coral  
reef rehabilitation.

SINGAPORE
Van Wangye

Van Wangye is a self-taught 
wildlife illustrator who has been 
working in the creative industry 
since 2000. He got his first job  
as a wildlife illustrator after 
working for Sea Shepherd 
Singapore in 2009. Since then, 
he has worked for various 
wildlife conservation societies 
around the world, including WWF 
Thailand, and the Mekong Turtle 
Conservation Center.

ADEX 2016
APRIL 15–17  SUNTEC SINGAPORE

Image © Van Wangye

Image © AG Saño

Image © AG Saño

Image © Anuar Abdullah
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By

360ADEX

PHOTO OF THE YEAR

LIVE JUDGING AT ADEX ON APRIL 17, 3PM

Judges are subject to change

Supporting Media

oceanplanet
*Photos of any species in the seahorse (Syngnathidae) 
family (this includes seahorses, pipe� shes, pipehorses, and 
leafy, ruby, and weedy seadragons) will be accepted.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS   MARCH 29, 2016CALL FOR ENTRIES!

Alex Mustard (UK), Kurt Amsler (Switzerland), Pasquale Vassallo (Italy),
Lynn Funkhouser (USA), Shawn Heinrichs (USA), Tim Ho (Malaysia),  
Matthew Smith (Australia), Rico Besserdich (Turkey), Iyad Suleyman (UAE)

VIDEO OF THE YEAR
MACRO PHOTO OF THE YEAR (SEAHORSES)
COMPACT CAMERA PHOTO OF THE YEAR
UNDERWATER FASHION PHOTO OF THE YEAR
ADEX ARTWORK OF THE YEAR (SEAHORSES)

BEST OF SHOW
One of these category winners will walk away with the  trophy 

and will be invited to present their work at ADEX 2017

PHOTO+VIDEO+ART COMPETITION 2016
VOICE OF THE OCEAN 

LIVE JUDGING AT ADEX ON APRIL 17, 3PM
Pasquale Vassallo (Italy),

Tim Ho (Malaysia),  
 (Turkey), Iyad Suleyman (UAE)

SHOW
One of these category winners will walk away with the Best of Show 2016 trophy 

and will be invited to present their work at ADEX 2017

SUBMISSIONS AT
www.adex.asia

APRIL 7–9
SUNTEC SINGAPORE

Prize Sponsors Trophy Sponsor
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Bringing you some of the most inspiring productions dedicated to our beloved 
big blue – come along for a weekend at the movies at ADEX 2016! Be inspired, get 

educated and prepare to have your mind blown!

Let ADEX take you on a journey from the shallows to the depths and leave you with a 
mind filled with the mystery and majesty of the ocean. From inspirational films about 

the show’s dedicated marine creature, seahorses, to Academy Award-nominated 
blockbuster documentaries and films with voice-overs by Hollywood stars, the ADEX 

2016 Film Festival promises to be a highlight of the show.

Don’t miss this line-up of world-class films screening over the last two days of ADEX:

FILM FESTIVAL

RACING EXTINCTION
By Louie Psihoyos

In the hard-hitting Racing Extinction, a team 
of artists and activists uncover the hidden 
world of the mass extinction of species on 
Earth, with never-before-seen images that 
will change the way we look at our unique 
and beautiful home planet forever. 

Two worlds drive extinction across the 
globe, potentially resulting in the loss of half 
of all species. The international wildlife trade 
creates bogus markets, at the expense of 
creatures that have survived on this planet 
for millions of years. And the other surrounds 
us, hiding in plain sight – a world that the 
oil and gas companies don’t want the rest of 
us to see. 

Using covert tactics and state-of-the-art 
technology, the Racing Extinction team 
exposes these two worlds in an inspiring 
call to preserve life as we know it. From the 
Academy Award-winning makers of The Cove, 
and nominated for several Academy Awards 
since its release on Discovery in December, 
the film has been making huge waves and is 
set to be a game changer in the race to save 
life on our planet.

ADEX 2016
FILM FESTIVAL
Presented by Shawn Heinrichs

ADEX 
SCAN



FILM FESTIVAL
www.adex.asia

Presenters and films are subject to change. 
Please check www.adex.asia for updates.

 
GOMBESSA II:  
THE GROUPER MYSTERY
By Laurent Ballesta

The filming of Gombessa II: The Grouper 
Mystery took place at the South Pass of the 
Fakarava Atoll in the Tuamotu Archipelago, 
French Polynesia. The heart of the mission 
was to capture a unique aggregation of 
marbled groupers of the Pacific and illustrate 
how their spawning plays a key role in 
the balance of the lagoonal ecosystem. 
Thousands of them somehow hear a deep 
call once a year on the July full moon, to 
come to aggregate and mate for an extremely 
brief and spectacular moment.

Laurent Ballesta, supported by his world-
class team of experts, carried out a 24-hour 
exploration dive at a depth of more than 20 
metres to study this wild ecosystem, also 
spending the night with the reef sharks that 
come to feed on the waiting fish…

GENESIS: THE MAN WHO DISCOVERED 
THE SEA
By Manfred Christ & Harald Pokieser

Professor Hans Hass was one of the very first 
people to bring images of the underwater 
world to the surface, developing camera 
equipment, and later diving equipment, 
that resulted in the sport we know and 
love today. During his career as one of the 
earliest explorers of the ocean, Professor 
Hans Hass was not only a prolific writer, 
but also produced over 100 films, along 
with his beautiful wife, the intrepid diver, 
photographer and explorer, Lotte.

This unique, never-before-released 
documentary charts Professor Hans 
Hass’ incredible pioneering career, and 
is presented by Leslie Leaney, co-founder 
of the Historical Diving Society USA and 
founder of the Historical Diver magazine.

ADEX 2016
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF FARM
By Caroline Harding

In 1998, aquaculturists Carol and Craig 
Schmarr decided to save the seahorse. 
Seahorses were disappearing from the 
world’s oceans at an alarming rate and so 
they quit their jobs, packed their bags, and 
moved to Hawaii where they used their life 
savings to build the world’s first seahorse 
farm. The only hitch – the seahorse had 
never been bred in captivity and they were 
told by scientists it was impossible. This is 
the story of how they discovered the secret, 
their endeavour to challenge the pet-trade 
industry, and how they are educating the 
public about the large number of fish taken 
yearly from the world’s reefs.

CORAL GARDENING
By Silke De Vos

Due to human activities causing 
environmental changes, as well as natural 
threats, coral reefs in Southeast Asia are at 
risk. Coral reefs are a life-giving environment 
and are essential for the oceans’ life cycle 
and for that of millions of people living in 
coastal areas. Coral Gardening follows the 
extraordinarily inspiring Anuar Abdullah, 
founder of Ocean Quest Malaysia and ADEX 
Coral Reef Ambassador 2014–2015, in his 
efforts to make coral conservation easy, 
enjoyable and educational with his UNESCO-
endorsed Coral Propagation Programme.
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Coral Reef
Narrated by  

Ian Somerhalder

Home
Narrated by  

Reese Witherspoon

Water
Narrated by  

Penelope Cruz

The Ocean
Narrated by  

Harrison Ford

Rainforest
Narrated by  

Kevin Spacey

Ice
Narrated by 

Liam Neeson

NATURE IS SPEAKING 
By Conservation International

Conservation International has created a collection of 
beautiful and poignant films that represent “Nature 
speaking”. Each film gives voice to an element of 
Nature and our notion of the relationship between 
humankind and the Earth. Celebrities have donated 
their talent and time to play the parts of each element.

PRESSURE: THE CHALLENGE  
TO HUMAN CAPACITY 
By Pepe Aros

Catch Pepe Arcos’ latest film, Pressure: The Challenge 
to Human Capacity at its premiere screening during the 
ADEX Singapore 2016 Film Festival. Follow freediver 
Miguel Lozano through intense preparation and 
heart-stopping moments as he attempts to break a 
freediving world record.

EPIPHANY 
By Michael Maes

Follow Ellen from overcoming her fear for water to 
becoming a shark advocate and defender. A real 
life story about conquering fear and protecting 
endangered animals, seen through the eyes of a 
wildlife photographer and mother of an autistic family.

This film is being screened exclusively at the ADEX Film 
Festival. Attendees can also purchase the DVD and grab 
a copy of the movie poster signed by Miguel Lozano.
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Marine Litter
Jim’s magical animation illustrates just how big an 
issue marine litter really is, inspiring us to make 
changes in our daily lives to help protect the oceans.

Sharks and Ocean Health
Jim says we can learn from his character, Sherman the 
shark. Because sharks are at the top of the food web, 
protecting them is an important part of maintaining a 
healthy balance of life in the sea. In this film, Toomey 
enlists the help of Sherman himself to illustrate just  
how important sharks are to ocean health.

The True Value of the Ocean
The ocean is more than just a playground for divers;  
it is also a vital, valuable resource. You will be 
surprised to discover just how valuable it is! 

Polyps in Peril
Jim Toomey and Céline Cousteau joined the World 
Resources Institute in making this video. Jim shares 
his humour and uses his magical pencil to create this 
animated short’s images. Céline uses her personality 
and passion to narrate coral reefs’ story. The result is a 
film that informs, inspires action, and makes you laugh.

Two Miles Deep
In June of 2014, Jim was invited by the Duke University 
Marine Lab to be a “cartoonist-in-residence” aboard 
the famed deep submersible vehicle Alvin. Two Miles 
Deep is an account of his dive to the bottom of the Gulf 
of Mexico. In this 27-minute film, we discover, from 
the perspective of a cartoonist, through video and 
animation, that the deep ocean is a world full of beauty 
and complexity.

TWO OCEAN MINUTES WITH JIM TOOMEY
By Jim Toomey

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has partnered with cartoonist Jim Toomey 
in developing a series of two-minute videos intended to raise awareness of the importance of 
oceans and the coastal environment. The videos use animation and humour to explain in clear 
and simple language the role oceans play in our lives and their importance to our very survival.
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Death by Plastic
In this episode, presenter Aaron “Bertie” 
Gekoski investigates the impact that 
plastic is having on our underwater 
world, such as the infamous Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch – a gyre of marine debris 
particles in the northern Pacific Ocean. 
He heads out on a particularly trashy 
dive, meets a scientist who performed an 
autopsy on a pilot whale that washed up 
with four kilos of trash in its stomach, and 
looks at what can be done on an individual 
level to combat our current plastic crisis.

Borneo Shark Special
In this extended episode of Borneo from 
Below, presenter Aaron “Bertie” Gekoski 
jumps into fishy waters to document 
the region’s shark tourism industry. He 
also looks at one eco dive operator and 
sees what they’re doing to help conserve 
sharks, and heads to local fish markets 
where he finds sad evidence of the shark 
fin trade. Ultimately, he suggests some 
simple steps we can all follow to help save 
shark populations worldwide.
 
Galloping Extinction: The Last Stand 
of the Seahorse
The seahorse is one of the most unique 
animals to be found on our reefs, but all 
is not well in their underwater stable. 
This special episode, commissioned 
for ADEX by Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA, 
takes a look at this mighty miniature, as 
presenter Aaron “Bertie” Gekoski also 
goes on a mission to photograph the 
pygmy seahorse, examines the seahorse 
trade, and witnesses thousands of dead 
seahorses at a fish market, before learning 
about how they’re prepared. 

BORNEO FROM BELOW
By Aaron “Bertie” Gekoski and Scubazoo

This online series is devoted entirely to 
Borneo’s beautiful marine environment, 
and is produced by Scubazoo – Southeast 
Asia’s leading underwater production 
company. Each fun, informative weekly 
episode showcases the region’s incredible 
underwater inhabitants, as well as 
investigating major environmental issues 
and featuring photographic tips and 
techniques. ADEX presents three inspiring 
episodes of this groundbreaking series:
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Fragile Legacy 
By David O. Brown

Narrated by actor Ted Danson, Fragile 
Legacy uncovers the fascinating history of a 
unique collection of beautiful, antique glass 
sculptures of marine creatures, charting their 
journey through the ages, which ends up 
revealing some unexpected truths about life 
in our oceans today. 

Guardians of Raja Ampat 
(Conservation International) 
By Shawn Heinrichs and John Weller

This powerfully emotional and 
heartwarming film celebrates the 
leadership role the people of Raja Ampat 
have taken in Indonesia in spearheading 
marine conservation.

The Edge 
By Carlos Toro

This award-winning short film presents 
the majesty of sharks in a way never 
seen before. A piece of visual poetry, 
accompanied by mesmeric narration, the 
film will stay with you long after it is over, 
revealing these misunderstood predators 
as the beautiful, awe-inspiring peak of 
evolution in life in the ocean.
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Save Our Seahorses 
By Gillian Marsh

Save Our Seahorses is the fascinating, 
heartbreaking, but ultimately hope-affirming 
story from GMarsh TV of the charismatic 
Irish marine biologist Kealan Doyle and his 
dogged attempt to save an extraordinary 
species from extinction.

Featuring revealing and intimate natural 
history footage of the seahorse and spanning 
ten years in Doyle’s life, this is a business 
story with a decided twist. Despite his lack 
of commercial experience, Doyle emerges 
as a uniquely driven individual. Even in 
the face of failure and bankruptcy, it is this 
determination that ultimately saves him.

The Sea Turtles of Lamu 
By D. David Morin

In 1992, the sea turtles of Lamu were beyond 
endangered... they were approaching 
extinction. Poaching in Africa isn’t just 
elephant tusks and rhino horns, it also 
includes sea turtles. 

This is the story of LAMCOT & Odo, a 
conservancy trust and a former poacher, 
who have single-handedly saved sea turtles 
on the remote Manda Island off the coast 
of Kenya in the Lamu archipelago. They are 
helping the turtles overcome the odds of 1 
in a 1000 to survive against poachers, oil 
pipelines and fishermen.  

The First Breath 
By Kurt Amsler

A Sperm whale gives birth surrounded by 
a pod of other females. After the baby is 
born, other whales step in appearing to act 
as midwives. They then escort the newborn 
to the surface so it can take its first breath. 
Birth was captured on camera by Kurt 
Amsler  in the Azores Island. He says that 
was the greatest experience in over 45 years 
underwater photography….  
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Scuba Diver Ocean Planet talks to Shawn Heinrichs, part of the team behind Racing 
Extinction, the call-to-action documentary screening at ADEX Singapore 2016

FILM FESTIVAL

RACING EXTINCTION

By IAN BONGSO-SELDRUP
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Ask Emmy Award-winning cinematographer, 
photographer, and marine conservationist 
Shawn Heinrichs if we’ve run out of time to stop 
the human-driven mass extinction of species 
that is currently ongoing, and you’ll get a 
characteristically emphatic answer: It’s not too 
late. But Shawn knows, more than most, that we 
have a choice – and it’s ours to make.

“Future generations one day will look back on 
this time and say, this was the generation that 
stood up and acted to save Earth’s biodiversity. 
Or they will say, this generation knew what was 
happening, but stood by and let it all slip  
away,” he says. And Shawn isn’t only talking 
about the world’s decision-makers: “The 
choice is in each of our hands. We must decide 
individually, as families, communities, nations, 
and as one planet, if we are willing to take  
the steps necessary to safeguard the future  
of our biosphere.”

For the collective of artists, activists, and 
scientists behind Racing Extinction, the primary 
objective of the film was getting the message 
across that the sixth global extinction event is 
actually happening right now, but even more 
importantly, that each and every one of us can 
do something – we just have to start. 

COVERT OPS AND HIGH-TECH TACTICS
Racing Extinction sets out to expose the two 
major threats to endangered species: the illicit 
trade in international wildlife and the insidious 

2. Shawn enjoys an 
inspiring moment 
swimming with manta rays 
off Isla Mujeres, Mexico
Image © Shawn Heinrichs

1. New York’s Empire 
State Building provides 
a massive canvas for 
Racing Extinction’s 
conservation message
Image © Joshua Brott 
(Obscura Digital)

1
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and emergency exit strategies. Shawn reveals 
that the most dangerous situations surrounded 
their undercover work exposing the shark fin 
and endangered species trade in Asia. “While 
undercover, there was no ‘backup’ team ready 
to race in and extract us if something went 
wrong. Instead we were on our own, unarmed, 
completely exposed in foreign countries, and 
dealing with underground, triad-controlled  
trade networks.” 

For Shawn, putting themselves in harm’s way 
wasn’t nearly the hardest thing they endured 
during filming. One particularly gut-wrenching 
part of the film following the manta fishermen 
of the Indonesian village of Lamakera was 
emotionally very difficult to shoot. “These are 
creatures I absolutely love and have spent years 
defending,” says Shawn. “I had to stand by and 
watch as they harpooned a huge manta, pulled 
it in while it struggled desperately for almost an 
hour, then drove a steel rod into the back of  
its head. The experience blackened my soul  
and left me search to see any hope for many 
months afterwards.”

BUILDING PROJECTIONS AND A  
PIMPED-OUT TESLA
From the outset, Racing Extinction was designed 
to be much more than merely an “ordinary” 
documentary: Visionary director Louie Psihoyos, 
who won an Academy Award for his 2009 
film about the tragic slaughter of dolphins in 
Japan, The Cove, wanted to reach not only the 
“converted” but the whole planet. And to do 
that, they needed to think big, very big.

Shawn explains: “While filming The Cove, 
Louie met Ady Gil, a passionate activist who 
projected imagery on a large screen as part of 

carbon emissions that 
are acidifying the oceans, 
polluting the atmosphere, 
and warming the planet. 
Shawn’s role in the film was 
helping capture and develop 
key parts of the overall story, 
both as an activist and a 
cinematographer, and the 
film covers much of his work 
to conserve sharks and 
manta rays around the world.

But infiltrating the shady 
world of the global wildlife 
trade didn’t come without 
risks, even for gutsy and 
passionate activists relying 

4. Director Louie 
Psihoyos with the 
modified Tesla during the 
projection event at the 
United Nations
Image © Shawn Heinrichs

3. Shawn documents 
illegal shark fishermen 
intercepted by Misool 
Eco Resort rangers in 
Raja Ampat Shark and 
Ray Sanctuary 
Image © Guy Stevens

5. Team member 
Heather Rally documents 
thousands of shark fins 
drying on a Hong Kong 
rooftop
Image © Shawn Heinrichs

on carefully developed “covers”, rehearsed 
security protocols, creative filming techniques, 

3
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the successful protest to shut down The Hump 
restaurant in California – which was illegally 
selling whale meat. Seeing the power of this 
medium, Louie thought, why not take it to an 
entirely new level and reach millions of people? 
Teaming up with Travis Threlkel of Obscura 
Digital, a plan was set in motion to project 
threatened species and climate change imagery 
on some of the world’s most iconic buildings.”

Initially, there was some concern about 
aggravating the authorities by projecting 
imagery in public locations, but the messaging 
was not designed to incite a public disturbance, 
so the police generally did not interfere. For 
the biggest projection venues – like the Empire 
State Building in New York – full permission was 
secured beforehand.

And what about that “pimped-out” Tesla? 
Well, if James Bond were to decide to turn 
his attentions to bringing environmental 
villains to justice, he would surely drive the 
modified, technology-packed Tesla Model S 
that features in the film. “The Tesla is a fully 
electric and incredible work of engineering 
unto itself,” enthuses Shawn. “Louie chose 
to take it to the next level again, turning it 

into a global ambassador for solar-powered 
automobiles. Super-cool “gadgets” include: 
electroluminescent paint, a high-powered  
pop-up projector, and an integrated infrared 
camera capable of capturing imagery of carbon 
dioxide emissions.” 

Above all, when Racing Extinction screens at 
the ADEX 2016 Film Festival in Singapore, Shawn 
hopes the film inspires individuals to make a 
personal contribution to effecting change. “The 
power of the film,” asserts Shawn, “is that it 
shows that even one passionate person, or a 
small group, can make a real difference and 
turn the tide on critical issues related to species 
extinction and even climate change.” SDOP
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Racing Extinction
Presented by 
Shawn Heinrichs
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Laurent Ballesta and his team unravel the mystery of Fakarava’s  
grouper spawning aggregation

There is a place in French Polynesia where, 
every year, thousands of marbled groupers 
gather in secret – shadowed by hundreds of 
sharks… Photographer, diver and biologist 
Laurent Ballesta wanted to better understand 
what drives these fish to wait until the exact 
day of the July full moon to spawn – all at once. 
With the help of researchers from the French 
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) 

FILM FESTIVAL

GOMBESSA II

By GIL KÉBAÏLI

at Moorea, Laurent and his team conducted 
numerous experiments to study and witness  
this unique phenomenon. 

Each year, thousands of groupers travel huge 
distances to gather in the southern pass of 
Fakarava atoll in French Polynesia. These big 
fish wait for the day of the full moon to spawn 
simultaneously in one giant frenzied orgy. 
During the weeks before the main event, the 

1
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methods also allowed them, for the first time, 
to accurately estimate both the number of 
groupers – over 18,000 – and the number of 
sharks – more than 700, the highest density 
ever recorded. 

To take full advantage of the small window 
during which the event takes place, Laurent 
undertook to realise an old dream – an 
unprecedented dive of 24 hours at a depth of 
20 metres with a revolutionary decompression 
method that only required two hours of 
decompression time… SDOP

groupers, usually solitary, find themselves in 
a violent and dangerous cohabiting situation. 
Rivalries lead to continuous fighting and every 
night hundreds of sharks take the opportunity 
to devour the spoils. 

Stuck in the pass, the groupers endure what 
can only be described as hell for over four 
weeks – all for a reproduction event that will 
last less than an hour. And therein lies the 
mystery: Why come so early in the season for 
such a short-lived event? Why spend so much 
energy fighting one another when the spawning 
occurs within the group? Why take so many 
risks facing the sharks when only luck seems to 
decide which individuals will have the chance 
to produce offspring?

To answer these questions, Laurent and 
his team, with the support of the Polynesian 
Insular Research Center and Environment 
Observatory (CRIOBE), needed a new 
“Gombessa” expedition – a sequel to with the 
groundbreaking mission to bring back the first 
images of a true living fossil, the coelacanth.

Over 40 days, the scientists and filmmakers 
dived day and night to observe and understand 
this gigantic gathering of groupers, finally 
revealing in detail their extremely fast and 
violent behaviour through the use of special 
slow-motion cameras recording up to 1000 
frames per second. The team’s innovative 

FILM FESTIVAL
Gombessa II 
Presented by 
Laurent Ballesta

BOOK FESTIVAL
Gombessa:  
A Meeting With  
The Coelacanth

2. The groupers are 
under constant watch 
by hundreds of hungry 
sharks
Image © Laurent Ballesta

1. Marbled groupers face 
off in French Polynesia
Image © Laurent Ballesta
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Big Animals and
20 top destinations around the world to encounter 

some of the ocean’s largest and smallest animals

Little Critters 
Kona, Hawaii, USA · Seychelles · Tiger Beach, Bahamas 

Jardines de la Reina, Cuba · Cocos Island, Costa Rica 
Neptune Islands, Australia · Tonga · Tofo, Mozambique  

South Africa · Brothers Islands, Egypt 
 

Mabul, Malaysia · Kimbe Bay, Papua New Guinea 
Anilao, Philippines · Blue Heron Bridge, Florida, USA  

Lembeh, Indonesia · Sint Eustatius, Caribbean  
San Diego, California, USA · Bali, Indonesia 

Gulen, Norway · Wakatobi, Indonesia



Kona is far from the postcard image of Hawaii you might have in mind. Yes, there are 
beautiful beaches and lots of tropical adult beverages to be had. But the landscape is far 
more rugged and raw than the rest of the Hawaiian Islands. After all, the “Big Island” is just 
an infant by geological standards – still growing and changing at 700,000 years.

Underwater, this rugged environment is a haven for large, pelagic animals passing through 
the vast Pacific. Perhaps the most famous of these are the wide-winged manta rays that feed 
on microscopic plankton every evening just a stone’s throw from shore. The mantas perform 
acrobatic somersaults, scooping up as much to eat as possible, while cameras click away.

But the “big birds” are not the only sight to behold off the Kona coast. Local bays provide 
reliable encounters with pods of spinner, bottlenose, and spotted dolphins. Between dives, 
humpback whales can be spotted spouting water from their blowholes – and the lucky diver 
might even encounter these giants underwater in the spring months. 

Kona, Hawaii
By JOSEPH TEPPER

USA
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PRACTICALITIES

 WHEN 
Diving in the Big Island is year round. 
However, the calmest conditions are 
experienced in the months of May 
to October. This time of year also 
increases encounters with pelagics 
such as sharks. 

 HOW 
Direct flights are available from 
several North American cities, 
such as Los Angeles, Seattle and 
Vancouver. Alternatively, the Big 
Island is a short 45-minute flight 
away from Hawaii’s largest airport 
in Honolulu. 

 STAY/DIVE 
• Jack’s Diving Locker  

(www.jacksdivinglocker.com)
• Kona Aggressor  

(www.aggressor.com/kona.php)

 TOPSIDE 
Hike along an active volcano, go 
on an ecotourism outing, and play 
on some of the world’s best golf 
courses. 

 ENTRY 
Eligible non-US citizens  
can visit the USA as part of the  
Visa Waiver Program for up to  
90 days without obtaining a 
visa. Prior to travelling, obtain 
authorisation via the Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization 
(ESTA) at https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov.

1. Kona’s famed manta 
night dive is a must for all 
big animal photographers



 
PRACTICALITIES

 WHEN 
The drier period, from April to 
December, is the best time, but 
diving is possible year round. 
Expect water temperatures of 
between 27 and 29°C.

 HOW 
Tawau, the nearest town to Mabul, 
can be reached via direct flights 
from Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 
or Kota Kinabalu. Your resort will 
arrange the 90-minute transfer to 
Semporna, where you can take a 
speedboat to Mabul, which takes 
about 45 minutes.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Sipadan Mabul Resort  

(www.sipadanmabulresort.
com)

• Borneo Divers  
(www.borneodivers.info)

• Mabul Water Bungalows  
(www.mabulwaterbungalows.
com)

 TOPSIDE
Explore the island by mountain 
bike or pay a visit to the sea 
gypsy (Bajau Laut) settlements. 
Mainland Borneo offers superb 
jungle treks and wildlife watching 
opportunities.

 ENTRY
Nationals of most countries do not 
require a visa to enter Malaysia. 
Citizens of ASEAN countries can 
stay for up to 30 days visa-free, 
while visitors from countries such 
as the USA, Japan and South Korea 
are eligible for three-month visa-
free visits.

While Sipadan is Malaysia’s epicentre of big fish action, its quieter neighbour, half an hour’s 
boat ride away, is a macro paradise on par with the best in the region. Its sandy seabeds, coral 
outcrops, and otherworldly artificial reefs are home to an amazing array of tiny critters that will 
keep you entertained for hours.

Suitable for even novice divers, Mabul’s notable macro dive sites include “Crocodile Avenue”, 
with its eponymous crocodilefish, seahorses, and elusive ghost pipefish; “Froggy Lair”, for its 
well-camouflaged frogfish, nudibranchs, and (if you’re lucky) flamboyant cuttlefish; and the 
artificial reef, a maze of haphazard man-made structures that provide hiding places for an 
abundance of interesting creatures both great and small. At “Lobster Wall”, where the currents 
are a little stronger, gentle drift dives offer up a smorgasbord of photogenic animals, from 
peacock mantis shrimp and pipefish to large turtles and, of course, the occasional lobster.

Best of all, when you’ve had your fill of the small stuff, the wide-angle wonder of Sipadan is 
just a stone’s throw away, and a whole different world awaits…

Mabul
By IMRAN AHMAD

MALAYSIA
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2. Inner space traveller: 
A jellyfish floats in a 
miniature cosmos at 
Sipadan Mabul Resort’s 
house reef
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN

Diving is possible year round, but 
the best conditions are usually 
during April to May and October to 
November. Water temperature can 
reach a toasty 29°C and visibility is 
typically in excess of 30 metres.

 HOW
Most visitors get to the Seychelles 
capital, Victoria, on  
Emirates and Etihad Airways flights, 
which are offered daily from Dubai  
and Abu Dhabi, respectively. 
Resorts can arrange a pickup from 
the Seychelles airport.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Big Blue Divers  

(www.bigbluedivers.net)
• Blue Sea Divers  

(www.blueseadivers.com)

 TOPSIDE
The mountainous interior of Mahé 
is well worth a visit, the highlight 
being the impressive Morne 
Seychellois National Park. Go for a 
scenic drive through the park and 
use the walking trails to reach the 
country’s highest peak.

 ENTRY 
Seychelles is a visa-free country, 
so only a valid passport is required 
to enter the country. Most foreign 
visitors can stay for between  
one and three months. Check 
www.mfa.gov.sc for details.

3. A nurse shark catches 
the last rays of sunlight at 
Picard Island, Aldabra

The Seychelles 
is the perfect 
setting for some 
of the planet’s 
most awesome 
dives



A remote archipelago of more than 100 islands in the Indian Ocean, around 1,500 kilometres 
east of mainland East Africa, the Seychelles is every inch the island paradise you imagine it to 
be. With its sun-drenched white sand beaches, clear topaz water, and laidback vibes, it’s the 
perfect setting for some of the planet’s most awesome dives.

Submerge in its gin-clear waters and you’ll discover miles of beautiful and colourful soft 
coral reefs, schooling fish in abundance, myriad graceful sharks, WWII wrecks, numerous 
interesting freshwater pools, and a stunning underwater topography of pinnacles, walls, drop-
offs, swim-throughs and canyons.

When it comes to the big boys, it doesn’t come any bigger than the world’s largest fish, the 
whale shark, which can be found year round across the Inner Islands. The more isolated Outer 
Islands are where you’ll likely meet larger species of grouper, squadrons of migrating rays, 
and dolphins, as well as whitetip, blacktip, grey reef, and nurse sharks – with an occasional 
hammerhead thrown in for good measure.

Seychelles
By IMRAN AHMAD

AFRICA
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With around 70 percent of all Indo-Pacific 
marine species to be found in Kimbe Bay, 
this jewel of the Bismarck Sea is a world-class 
biodiversity hotspot. The most famous dive site here is 
undoubtedly “Father’s Reef”, known for its eye-popping 
schools of jackfish and barracuda, and seamount dives such 
as “Bradford Shoals” reveal pelagics such as fusiliers, bigeye 
trevally and dogtooth tuna.

But Kimbe Bay is also home to the spectacular Restorff Island, 
where macro lovers will find an endless parade of bizarre critters 
of every shape and colour imaginable. Commensal, harlequin and tiger 
shrimps as well as countless kinds of colourful crabs come out in the night 
from their hiding places to scoop up their fair share of the nutrients carried up 
with the currents. Crawling conches diligently inspect the sandy bottom, colourful 
Spanish dancers shimmy through the water, emperor shrimps ride piggyback on sea 
cucumbers, and squid shave the surface looking for an easy meal. 

Kimbe Bay
By MATTEO VISCONTI

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

The best season to visit is from 
March to November, when the 
rains are less frequent (which 
means fewer mosquitoes). Water 
temperature remains a consistent 
28–30°C year round, but a long 
wetsuit is recommended to 
prevent bites and stings.

 HOW 
Papua New Guinea’s national 
airline, Air Niugini, operates several 
direct flights to Port Moresby 
from Singapore, Manila, Denpasar, 
Tokyo, Hong Kong, and major cities 
in Australia. From Port Moresby, 
take a connecting flight to Hoskins 
on the island of New Britain.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Walindi Plantation Resort/ 

MV FeBrina liveaboard  
(www.walindifebrina.com)

 TOPSIDE 
Papua New Guinea offers excellent 
treks through unspoiled rainforest 
and the chance to see numerous 
exotic species, including the 
raggiana bird-of-paradise, the 
country’s national bird.

 ENTRY 
On arrival at Port Moresby, visitors 
of all nationalities can obtain a 60-
day tourist visa for K100 (US$33); 
you will also need to pay K60 
(US$20) on departure.

4. A squid meets its 
reflection at the surface 
as it hunts
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One of the few places on the planet where you can dive cage-free with tiger 
sharks, Tiger Beach is a breathtaking dive that will pump up your adrenaline to a 
whole new level. While other dive sites around the world put you in the middle 
of just a few sharks, at Tiger Beach you will find yourself surrounded by so many 
tiger sharks and lemon sharks that you’ll have trouble counting them. The powdery 

Tiger Beach
By DAMIEN MAURIC

BAHAMAS

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN

The Bahamas is a year-round 
destination with warm waters 
ranging between 22 and 30°C, 
and visibility reaching well over 
30 metres. However, if you’ve 
come for the tigers, visit between 
September and March, when they 
return to their breeding grounds.

 HOW
There are several daily flights and 
ferries arriving to Freeport, Grand 
Bahama from Miami and Fort 
Lauderdale. From there, take a 
30-minute taxi ride to Old Bahama 
Bay, where you’ll find the diving 
operators going to Tiger Beach.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Pelagic Trips 

(www.pelagictrips.com)
• Blue Iguana Charters 

(www.blueiguanacharters.com)

 TOPSIDE 
In Grand Bahama, check out 
the caverns and nature trails of 
Lucayan National Park, and pick up 
some Bahamian treasures at the 
Port Lucaya Marketplace.

 ENTRY 
No visa is required for citizens of 
the US and Canada for stays of up 
to eight months. Nationals from 
most other countries can travel 
visa-free for up to three months. 

5. The aptly named Tiger 
Beach is the place for 
up-close encounters with 
tiger sharks

white sand at the shallow bottom of the ocean floor (six metres or less) and the clear blue water 
provides the ideal environment for experiencing these majestic apex predators in all their glory.

In addition to the lemons and tigers that have made Tiger Beach so famous, you can also enjoy the 
company of many other marine animals. The reefs are stunning and teeming with life, and you will be 
able to spot creatures such as moray eels, a wide variety of colourful fish of all sizes, large groupers, 
snappers, rays, and if you get lucky, even dolphins. There are also plenty of other shark species 
around, including nurse and Caribbean reef sharks, but it’s the big, bulky namesake sharks that have 
divers coming back for more.

5



6. Cuba’s American 
saltwater crocs are sure 
to get your pulse racing

A remote archipelago of a thousand low-lying islands embraced 
by lush mangrove swamp, Jardines de la Reina, or “Gardens of 
the Queen”, is a veritable underwater time capsule – a place 
that has never been fished commercially nor seen any industry 
of any kind. Marine biologists regard it as the last jewel of the 
Caribbean islands.

The park boasts the largest preserved coral reef system of 
the entire Caribbean. It is home to endangered Nassau and 
Goliath groupers as well as crucial nesting sites for the critically 
endangered hawksbill turtle. The park is also reputed to harbour 
an amazing diversity of sharks – including silky, Caribbean reef, 
blacktip, lemon, nurse, great hammerhead and whale sharks – 
sentinel species indicative of a healthy ecosystem.  

For the intrepid diver, however, the most exhilarating 
experience is a face-to-face encounter with the most fearsome 
creature of the lot: a two-to-three-metre-sized American 
saltwater crocodile. These animals are the engineers of the 

Jardines de la Reina
By MICHAEL AW

CUBA

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

Jardines de la Reina Marine Park is 
open year round. However, note 
that Saturday morning is the only 
departure to the park, and Friday is 
the only day to return. 

 HOW 
There are direct flights to Havana 
from Toronto, London, Frankfurt, 
Paris, Moscow, and more. Stay 
overnight for the 4am, six-hour 
coach transfer to Jucaro in the 
south. From there, it is a 2.5-hour 
speedboat or liveaboard transfer to 
the reserve.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Avalon Diving Center  

(www.cubandivingcenters.com) 
is the only operator, but they 
offer everything from budget 
liveaboards to the high-end 
Avalon Fleet I and II. The best 
option is to stay on Tortuga, a 
spacious floating hotel.

 TOPSIDE 
In Havana, stroll along the Malecón 
for sublime views of the bay, 
check out Cuba’s premier maritime 
museum, Castillo de la Real Fuerza, 
and pay a visit to a cigar factory in 
Old Havana.

 ENTRY 
Most foreign visitors can purchase 
a tourist visa, known as a tourist 
card, on arrival (USD25). Valid for a 
single entry, it allows the holder to 
stay in Cuba for up to 30 days.

mangrove islands, creating passages and 
corridors through the enchanting foliage, 
and there is no better place for this once-in-
a-lifetime adrenaline rush than facing these 
ancient reptiles in the clear, shallow water.
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

Although the critters are in 
residence year round, the best time 
to visit Anilao is between October 
and June. January to March has 
cooler water temperatures, which 
can mean more critters if you can 
stand the cold, while the busiest 
time is April and May.

 HOW 
Anilao’s resorts are an easy three-
hour drive from the capital, Manila. 
Many international airlines have 
direct flights into Manila including 
Los Angeles in the US. Other flights 
will likely route through Singapore.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Aiyanar Beach and Dive Resort 

(www.aiyanar.com)
• Crystal Blue Resort  

(www.divecbr.com)
• Anilao Photo Hotel  

(www.anilaophotohotel.com)

 TOPSIDE
There is not much else to do in 
Anilao except eat, sleep and dive! 
There are a few restaurants around 
but this is a town for hard-core 
divers, not party lovers.

 ENTRY 
Most foreign nationals will be 
issued with a visa on arrival for 
stays of less than 30 days. Check 
with the Philippines embassy in 
your country.

7. A wonderpus octopus 
shows off its ability to 
imitate other critters at 
“The Pier”

Some of the most famous dive sites in the Philippines 
are located in Anilao, Batangas, just a few hours’ 
drive from the capital, Manila. Scuba divers have 
been flocking here for years to experience the huge 
diversity of its dive sites and marine life. Underwater 
photographers come in their droves to shoot the rare 
and elusive critters living on the reefs and sandy  
slopes along the coast. 

Suitable for all levels, most of the diving is easy and 
in shallow water although some sites are deeper and 
occasionally have strong currents. The dive guides 
working the area are some of the best spotters in the 
world and know when to dive each site and where 
the best critters can be found. Prized subjects such 
as blue ring and mimic octopus, tiger shrimps and a 
huge variety of nudibranchs hide among the rubble 
and in the seagrass at famous sites such as “Secret 
Bay”, “Basura” and “The Pier”. Other creatures such 
as pygmy seahorses, Coleman shrimps and Rhinopias 
are normally found below 80 feet, so advanced divers 
with a nitrox certification will have a better chance of 
finding certain species. 

Anilao, Batangas
By DANIEL NORWOOD

PHILIPPINES
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The Blue Heron Bridge is often referred to as North America’s 
best location for muck diving. Calm, shallow waters just 
minutes away from a bustling major US highway boast an 
incredible amount of life in a very small area. Popular critters 
include batfish, jawfish (often with eggs), stargazers, flying 
gurnards, sharptail eels, seahorses, and octopus, all within six 
metres or shallower. Diving in such shallow water can lead to 
dives up to two hours long – which is needed to see all the life 
under the bridge.

Diving under the bridge is great for all levels of divers and 
the site is a popular place for local dive shops to teach Open 
Water classes. Divers must keep to a certain area though, as 
continuing west away from the beach park will take you into a 
busy boat channel. Diving the bridge depends on the tides, so 
check with locals for information on when is best to dive.

Blue Heron Bridge, Florida
By BRANDI MUELLER

USA

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN

Diving occurs year round but 
checking local tides is a must; one 
hour before high tide and one hour 
after is the best time to dive the 
bridge. As tides move in, they bring 
clear water, good visibility and 
minimal current. 

 HOW
International flights arrive from 
major cities worldwide to both 
Miami International and Fort 
Lauderdale airports. From there, 
it’s a reasonable drive to Phil Foster 
Park, where divers enter the water 
from shore under the bridge.  

 STAY/DIVE 
Stay at one of the many hotels in 
West Palm Beach. Dive with:
• Pura Vida Divers  

(www.puravidadivers.com)
• Force E (www.force-e.com)

 TOPSIDE
The Everglades National Park is 
nearby for hiking, bird and animal 
watching.

 ENTRY
Eligible non-US citizens can  
visit the USA as part of the Visa 
Waiver Program for up to 90 days 
without obtaining a visa. Prior to 
travelling, obtain authorisation  
via the Electronic System for 
Travel Authorization (ESTA) at  
https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov.

8. In less than three 
metres of water, a 
seahorse attempts 
to blend in with the 
seagrass surrounding it
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What keeps Cocos Island fanatics returning year after year? 
It certainly isn’t the potential for relaxation, as getting there 
involves a gruelling 36-hour crossing from mainland Costa 
Rica. And it probably isn’t the likelihood of idyllic diving 
conditions, since rainy skies, choppy seas, particulate-filled 
water, and current-ripped sites are more common than not. It 
isn’t even the gregarious marble rays, the squadrons of eagle 
rays, or the massive schools of jacks, though this variety of 
marine life is present on every dive.

Cocos Island’s main attraction is, of course, sharks. Howard 
Hall once described Cocos as having “more sharks per cubic 
metre of salt water than anywhere in the world”, and he 
wasn’t kidding. Reef, nurse, silky, Galápagos, tiger, and whale 
sharks are a big part of the lineup, but the addicts are here for 
the schools of scalloped hammerheads. This island is perhaps 
the best place on Earth for near-guaranteed interactions with 
these bizarre creatures, which swarm gracefully overhead as 
divers grip the jagged, rocky reef.

Cocos Island
By ALLISON VITSKY SALLMON

9. Scalloped hammerhead 
sharks are the undisputed 
stars of the show at Cocos 
Island

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN

January to June is the “dry” 
season, offering more sun and 
better potential for calm seas. 
The cool upwelling of the July-
to-December “rainy” season 
provides ideal metabolic conditions 
for sharks and is considered the 
optimal time for shark interactions.  
Divers should be aware of the 
potential for extreme thermoclines 
with cool (low- to mid-20s °C) water 
temperatures, changing visibility, 
and very strong currents.

 HOW
Cocos Island is only accessible by 
liveaboard, all of which operate out 
of mainland Costa Rica. Passengers 
are transferred from the capital, 
San Jose, to their liveaboard boats.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Okeanos Aggressor  

(www.aggressor.com)
• Undersea Hunter Group  

(www.underseahunter.com)

 TOPSIDE 
Those with time to spare in San 
Jose can go zip-lining through the 
rainforest or visit local gardens 
containing a variety of native frogs 
and birds.

 ENTRY 
For visitors of many nationalities, 
no visa is needed for stays of up to 
90 days. Consult the Costa Rican 
embassy in your country for more 
information.

COSTA RICACOSTA RICA
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Lembeh Strait is one of the 
world’s most popular locations 
for “muck diving”. The small 
body of water between Lembeh 
island and mainland North 
Sulawesi seems to be the 
gathering place for the weird 
and wonderful. Most dive sites 
are black sand, which require a 
little bit of treasure hunting to 
find the good stuff. Luckily, local 
dive guides have eyes like hawks 
and can pick out a tiny baby 
frogfish as small as a pea from 10 
metres away.  

The entire strait makes for 
great critter-hunting, and divers 
will find plenty to look at just 
walking off the beach at local 
resorts or venturing further 
off into the strait. Popular 
dive sites include “Nudi Falls” 
(lots of nudibranchs), “Angel’s 
Window” (a large pinnacle 
covered with marine life and 
a great place to see pygmy 
seahorses), and “Hairball” 
(hairy frogfish). Popular 
critters include flamboyant 
cuttlefish, wonderpus, frogfish, 
mandarinfish, and stargazers.   

Lembeh
By BRANDI MUELLER

INDONESIA

10. A hairy frogfish 
“fishes” for dinner using 
its lure to attract prey



PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

Diving is possible year round, but 
the rainy season is from March to 
November.

 HOW 
SilkAir, Garuda, and Lion Air fly into 
Manado, Indonesia from Singapore, 
Jakarta, Bali, and several other 
Indonesian cities. Resorts generally 
arrange land and water transfers.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Lembeh Resort  

(www.lembehresort.com)
• Kungkungan Bay Resort  

(www.kungkungan.com)
• Eco Divers (www.eco-divers.com)

 TOPSIDE
Tangkoko National Park is a great 
day trip with very good chances of 
seeing black macaques, cuscus, and 
one of the world’s smallest primates, 
tarsiers.

 ENTRY 
Tourist visas can be purchased 
on arrival by citizens of most 
nationalities; they cost US$35 for 
30 days. Check with the Indonesian 
embassy or consulate in your country 
before leaving for the most up-to-
date requirements.
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Coming face to face with the ocean’s most maligned and 
intimidating fish, the great white shark, is near the top of every 
diver’s bucket list, and the Neptune Islands in South Australia are one 
of only three locations around the world that offer reliable encounters 
with these amazing apex predators. Shark eco-tourism was born here 
over 40 years ago when famous shark attack survivor Rodney Fox designed 
and built the first-ever protective cage in an effort to better understand the 
animals that very nearly ended his life. Today, these surface cages allow anyone 
to get in the water to see the sharks, while certified divers can experience the thrill 
of an exclusive submersible cage that is lowered 25 metres below the boat where 
animals patrol the reef system surrounding the islands. 

These reefs are also home to huge schools of fish and rays and the islands serve  
as a nursing ground for thousands of New Zealand fur seals and Australian sea lions.  
This abundance of prey is why the sharks are here and why the Neptune Islands remain  
one of the best places in the world to get up close to the magnificent Carcharodon carcharias.

Neptune Islands
By DANIEL NORWOOD

AUSTRALIA
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

From October to March large 
numbers of male sharks arrive, with 
summer providing warmer water 
and better weather. For those 
willing to brave the cold, the big 
females arrive in the winter months 
between April and August – with 
some famous residents reaching 
over five metres in length!

 HOW 
To get to Port Lincoln, fly from the 
international airport in Adelaide, 
South Australia. On arrival in Port 
Lincoln, the marina where the 
shark boats are based is an easy 
30-minute journey by car.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Rodney Fox Shark Expeditions 

(www.rodneyfox.com.au)
• Calypso Star Charters 

(www.sharkcagediving.com.au)

 TOPSIDE 
There are many great restaurants 
in Port Lincoln. South Australia 
is famous for its wine, oysters 
and tuna fishing. It is possible to 
snorkel with sea lions and even 
get in the pens with hundreds of 
farmed tuna.

 ENTRY 
Citizens of most countries will 
require a visa to enter Australia 
that must be applied for before 
arrival and will usually allow entry 
for anything up to three months.

11. It doesn’t get much 
bigger than this: Diving 
with great whites is 
perhaps the ultimate big 
animal experience
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If you’ve never heard of Sint Eustatius 
before, you will almost certainly 
recognise its more famous neighbour, 
Bonaire, but this being the Caribbean 
Netherlands, you probably know that 
the region has some of the healthiest 
reefs and most biodiverse marine life 
anywhere in the world. 

The water surrounding Sint Eustatius 
(or “Statia”, as the locals affectionately 
call it) is a protected marine park, and 
as a consequence, you are only allowed 
to dive with a local guide. Unlike some 
of the more popular Caribbean islands,  
Sint Eustatius boasts a complete 
ecosystem, from apex predators to 
satisfy the wide-angle junkies, down 
to the tiniest of colourful critters to 
keep macro lovers happy for hours. 
The seabed is also littered with massive 
wrecks, including the famed 100-metre-
long Charles Brown.

The “Blue Bead Hole” dive site is 
where much of the small stuff can be 
found. The sandy bottoms are home 
to the family Chaenopsidae (including 
the pike blennies), the yellow-headed 
jawfish (which is native to coral reefs 
in the Caribbean Sea), flying gurnards, 
sailfin blennies, pipefish, mantis shrimp, 
decorator crabs, and much more. 
No matter what your level of diving, 
you’re sure to have an unforgettable 
experience here.

Sint Eustatius
By BRUNO VAN SAEN

CARIBBEAN
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

The best time to visit is between 
mid-December and end-June, 
when rainfall is low and the heat is 
tempered by cooling trade winds.  

 HOW 
Fly to St. Martin from the US on 
American Airlines or US Airways. 
State-owned airline Windward 
Island Airways (Winair) offers 
flights to St. Martin from France 
and the Netherlands, as well as 
20-minute daily domestic flights to 
St. Eustatius. 

 STAY/DIVE 
• Scubaqua Dive Center  

(www.scubaqua.com)
• Golden Rock Dive Center  

(www.goldenrockdive.com)

 TOPSIDE
Nature lovers can enjoy wonderful 
hiking through tropical rainforest 
to the summit of the Quill, the 
dormant volcano at the island’s 
centre. Statia’s biggest party is its 
carnival, which takes place from 
late July to early August.

 ENTRY
Many visitors do not need a visa 
to enter Sint Eustatius, including 
nationals of the US, Canada, 
Singapore, Australia, South Korea, 
and the European Union.

12. A yellowface 
pikeblenny with open 
mouth faces off against 
its mirror image – a  
rival male



BIG ANIMALS AND LITTLE CRITTERS

SDOP

86

Tonga
By TIM ROCK

OCEANIA

There are very few places in the world where people can enjoy the grace and majesty of humpback 
whales in their natural habitat, and the waters of Tonga may well be the most famous. Watching  
the interaction between mother and calf is an amazing experience that keeps people returning  
year after year to observe how they bond and move as a pair. The males can get into fights over the 
right to mate with a female, and the resulting spectacle of huge whales fighting in the open ocean  
is nothing short of jaw-dropping.

Only snorkelling is allowed, and no more than four snorkellers, along with your registered guide, 
can be in the water at a time. The guide tries to best position snorkellers to see the whales without 
encroaching on the animals’ personal space. If you are photographing or filming, make sure your guide 
understands this and positions you as best they can with your back to the sun for optimum lighting – as 
strobes and video lights won’t be of much use on such big subjects.

By far, Vava‘u, Tonga’s northern island group, is the most popular spot in the kingdom to interact 
with humpbacks, while Ha‘apai, the central island group, is also a beautiful setting to pursue these 
most impressive creatures of the ocean.

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN

The humpbacks migrate from 
Antarctica to Tonga to calve and 
mate in Tonga’s winter season. July 
through very early October are the 
best months with August into early 
September considered the height 
of the season.

 HOW
Flights into the Tongan capital, 
Nuku‘alofa, come mainly from Fiji  
and New Zealand. From Nuku‘alofa 
take a domestic flight to Vava‘u or 
Ha‘apai.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Dolphin Pacific Diving 

(www.dolphinpacificdiving.com)
• Whale Discoveries 

(www.whalediscoveries.com)

 TOPSIDE 
Procure a beautiful bone carving 
from the morning market, drop by 
one of the many small restaurants 
in Vava‘u, and kick back with the 
locals and a glass of kava.

 ENTRY 
For nationals of most countries, 
visas are not required for stays of 
up to 30 days. 

13. The opportunity to 
interact with Tonga’s 
biggest marine creatures 
makes it worth the trek 
to this far-flung kingdom 
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Tofo
By TIM ROCK

MOZAMBIQUE

14. Snorkelling alongside 
the world’s biggest fish 
is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience

The remote coast of south-central Mozambique is the home of 
Inhambane City and nearby Tofo Beach. Marked by rolling sand 
dunes and miles of deserted beaches, these coastal waters are 
rich in plankton, and filter feeders like manta rays and mobulas 
thrive here. But it’s the planet’s biggest fish, whale sharks, that 
snorkellers come to see.

In the past, the whale shark experience was something that 
was done on the way to the famous Manta Reef, which is the big 
reef dive attraction in the area. But now dedicated whale shark 
snorkelling trips are common.

These impressive behemoths rarely hold still since they are 
feeding as they swim, and those that aren’t feeding are also 
on the move, so a good pair of snorkelling or freediving fins is 
essential. Snorkellers are dropped in ahead of the whale sharks 
and as the big fish approach, they swim along for as long as they 
can keep up. Multiple drops can take up a morning or afternoon. 

These animals are mostly young males and over 650 individuals 
have been identified by the Tofo-based 
Marine Megafauna Foundation. Their 
research shows that the whale sharks aren’t 
really resident but visit Mozambique for a 
quick seafood snack before continuing on to 
places unknown.

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

The whale shark alley off Tofo 
Beach attracts whale sharks all year 
round, and sightings are almost 
guaranteed.

 HOW 
Fly from the major airports in Hong 
Kong, Singapore and South Korea 
direct to Johannesburg, South 
Africa. From here, there are direct 
flights to Inhambane. 

 STAY/DIVE 
• Diversity Scuba 

(www.diversityscuba.com)
• Tofo Scuba 

(www.tofoscuba.com)
• Hotel Tofo Mar 

(www.hoteltofomar.com)
• Casa Barry 

(www.casabarry.com)

 TOPSIDE 
Nights are quiet with the surf 
pounding on the beach and the 
sky full of stars. Fishing, horse 
riding and surfing are all part of the 
activities on offer here.

 ENTRY 
It is recommended that travellers 
acquire the appropriate visa prior 
to departing, although a single-
entry visa can be purchased upon 
arrival at major airports.

14



Divers flock to San Diego to swim through 
towering kelp forests, explore anemone-encrusted 
shipwrecks, interact with blue and mako sharks, 
and cavort with playful sea lions. However, this 
sun-drenched, wide angle-worthy destination has 
a well-kept secret: it offers the most phenomenal 
macro life in Southern California. Submarine 
canyons just offshore plunge to nearly 180 metres, 
meaning that cold, nutrient-rich water bathes 
local dive sites, making incredible critter sightings 
possible almost everywhere.

The shallow sandy slopes and tangles of torn 
kelp at humble “La Jolla Shores” are home to 
pipefish, octopus, juvenile horn sharks, seahorses, 
nudibranchs, and (for the fortunate) market or 
dumpling squid. At deeper sites, small greenlings 
perch on rocks while Simnia snails can sometimes 
be found traversing red gorgonians. A few miles 
south, the rocky reefs lining the “Point Loma” kelp 
beds are home to sea spiders, amphipods,  
a variety of blennies, and more nudibranchs. 

And don’t overlook the water column during 
safety stops: it can be a photographer’s dream, 
providing a never-ending parade of tiny  
pelagic invertebrates.

San Diego, California
By ALLISON VITSKY SALLMON

USA PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

While visibility can be poor from 
March to June, this season is 
often concurrent with the best 
pelagic invertebrate sightings and 
greatest nudibranch density. July 
to January offers the best visibility, 
with autumn providing the optimal 
chance for calm seas and sightings 
of seahorses and pipefishes.  

 HOW 
San Diego is easily reached by air 
either directly or via connection 
from a large number of major 
international airports.  

 STAY/DIVE 
• SDExpeditions 

(www.sdexpeditions.com)
• San Diego Divers 

(www.sandiegodivers.com)
• Waterhorse Charters 

(www.waterhorsecharters.com)

 TOPSIDE
There are plenty of shops and hotels 
in downtown La Jolla to occupy 
those hours between dives.

 ENTRY
Eligible non-US citizens can visit 
the USA as part of the Visa Waiver 
Program for up to 90 days without 
obtaining a visa. 

15. A pipefish pokes 
its head out of the kelp 
detritus off La Jolla
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Bali
By LIA BARRETT

INDONESIA

Bali, a land where superstition and ceremony 
meet honour and tradition, is the gateway to 
diving in Indonesia. With its diverse range of 
dive sites, from the rushing currents at Nusa 
Penida to the quieter waters of Amed and 
Tulamben, there is something for everyone on 
the “island of the gods”. 

While you’ll be hankering to capture the 
school of jacks over the Liberty Wreck, you’ll 
want to go back with your eyes zoomed in along 
the ship’s structure to seek out the nudibranchs, 
ghost pipefish, and candy crabs hiding in the 
crevices. Along the wall that drops off, watch 
out for the sea fans that stick out, for you  
might just run into a pygmy seahorse or two. 
And for more macro hunting, you can spend 
ages digging around “Seraya Secrets” for 
harlequin shrimp, gobies, and of course, many 
more nudibranchs.

Jump in the car and head 15 kilometres down 
the road to Amed for artificial reefs made of soft 
corals and sea fans, and spend your safety stop 
hunting for wandering seahorses in the shore’s 
break. Finally, for a group favourite, head to the 
Padang Bai Jetty for some quality time with a 
few grumpy frogfish.

 
PRACTICALITIES

 WHEN 
You can dive year round, but the rainy 
season runs from December through 
March. Water temperatures vary 
around the island, with the calmer 
sites ranging from about 25 to 29°C, 
depending on the time of year. 

 HOW 
Regular flights and budget airlines 
leave from Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Jakarta, Tokyo, Seoul, Sydney, 
Melbourne, and more. There are 
also boats from Lombok and the 
Gili Islands.

 STAY/DIVE 
• Tauch Terminal Resort  

(www.tulamben.com)
• Liberty Dive Resort  

(www.libertydiveresort.com)

 TOPSIDE
Enjoy the local Balinese cuisine, 
head to Ubud and get sweaty at the 
Yoga Barn, get a massage every day, 
chase a few monkeys around the 
Monkey Forest, and attend a Balinese 
ceremony (if you’re invited).

 ENTRY
Many nationals qualify for a visa on 
arrival, which are either free or cost 
US$35, depending on your country. 
Citizens of some countries must apply 
for a visa before arriving. Countries 
for which nationals are eligible for a 
free visa or full exemption include the 
ASEAN nations, South Korea, Japan, 
China, Sweden, Germany, the UK, 
and the US. Australia should also be 
exempted soon.

16. Indonesia is home to 
many a pygmy seahorse, 
and Bali is a top spot to 
find these tiny critters
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South Africa
By MICHAEL AW

AFRICA

The annual migration of sardines up the east coast of South Africa 
during the months of May to July predictably causes a frenzy amongst 
some of the most enigmatic animals of our oceans. Because of the cold 
currents along this stretch of coastline and the sardines’ appetite for 
plankton, the fish sometimes converge close to the shoreline and to 
the surface, making perfect targets for hungry predators and exciting 
opportunities for intrepid underwater adventurers. 

Imagine thousands of Cape gannets with chisel-sharp beaks 
plunging from the sky into a massive sardine ball; Zambezi and 
copper sharks charging in by the hundreds; and the engineers of 
the feast, common dolphins, herding the sardines towards the 
surface, where they can be devoured more effectively. Lurking 
below, unseen in the darkness of the depths, may be Bryde’s 
whales, 50-ton hot-blooded predators ready to come hurtling 
upwards to calve a giant chunk off the fish ball.

Like all wildlife experiences, nothing is guaranteed. It is not 
uncommon to be out on the water for 10 days and come back 
without a single picture. But when the magic finally happens, 
this epitome of underwater wildlife adventures is definitely 
worth the wait. For the experienced diver and underwater 
photographer, this is the ultimate thrill ride.

17. Copper sharks get 
their fill of fish during 
Southern Africa’s famed 
sardine run
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PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

At the beginning of March, the 
sardines start their migration from 
the southeastern coast of South 
Africa, and Port Elizabeth is the best 
location for the encounter from 
March to May. From June to July, 
operators work out of Port St. Johns 
and Mbotyi, about five hours south 
of Durban.

 HOW 
Johannesburg is the gateway city for 
connecting flights to Port Elizabeth 
and Durban. 

 STAY/DIVE 
Go with an experienced operator 
with the skill and passion to put you 
in the right place, at the right time:
• Port Elizabeth: Rainer Schimpf  

of Expert Tours  
(www.expert-tours.com) 

• Mbotyi: Walter Bernardis of  
African Watersports  
(www.africanwatersports.co.za) 

 TOPSIDE
At Port Elizabeth, watch endangered 
African penguins at the Marine 
Rehabilitation and Education Centre, 
or sample some fine wines in the 
city’s restaurants. Near Mbotyi, hit 
the hiking trails of Silaka Nature 
Reserve, the Wild Coast, or the 
Pondo-Explore Trail.

 ENTRY 
Many visitors can travel to South 
Africa without a visa for stays of up 
to 90 days, including nationals of 
Singapore, Australia, USA, Canada 
and most European countries. Other 
nationals can travel for up to 30 days 
visa-free, including passport holders 
from Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong 
and South Korea.



 
PRACTICALITIES

 WHEN 
Critter diving is good year round, 
but you’ll see different things at 
different times: Nudibranchs are 
best from March to May, fish from 
June to August, and crustaceans 
and squid from September to 
November. Water temperatures 
are around 8°C in January, dropping 
to 4–5°C in March and April before 
rising again. August is warmest, 
with 17°C on the surface. 

 HOW 
Fly to Bergen via Oslo from all 
major hubs in Europe; some 
carriers fly directly to Bergen. 

 STAY/DIVE 
• Gulen Dive Resort  

(www.divegulen.com)

 TOPSIDE
Gulen is a small hamlet and offers 
just a supermarket and beautiful 
scenery, but there’s plenty to keep 
you occupied including hiking, 
kayaking, and fishing.

 ENTRY
Most nationalities don’t require 
a visa, but check before you go. 
There are no fees on entry or exit.

BIG ANIMALS AND LITTTLE CRITTERS
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Gulen
By CHRISTIAN SKAUGE

NORWAY

Did you think critter and muck 
diving was a warm water thing? 
Think again! Despite the water 
temperatures, Gulen is a hotspot 
for macro life, offering rare fish 
species, more nudibranchs than 
any other location in the North 
Atlantic, and a plethora of other 
marine critters.

Underwater photographers 
flock to the Norwegian west 
coast to get a taste of some 
northern critters. Gulen Dive 
Resort alone boasts more than 
70 species of nudibranchs on 
their house reef. In the season, 
nudibranchs may be seen in the 
thousands, and on the sandy 
patches pink clingfish dance for 
their mates while rare species of 
gobies look on in astonishment. 
The diving is easy and suitable 
even for open water level, as 
the house reef is in a sheltered 
location with moderate current. 

Gulen is also rich in echino-
derms such as sea urchins, 
starfish and even crinoids, while 
at night, armies of crustaceans 
appear. Decorator crabs are 
everywhere, tiny stone crabs and 
swimming crabs hide under rocks, 
and blade shrimp seek protection 
under large, pink anemones. 
Other regulars include various 
species of wrasse, pipefish, 
topknots and dragonets, along 
with bright red lumpsuckers and 
fierce grey wolffish guarding  
their eggs.

18. Gulen is a magnet 
for exotic nudis, like this 
peculiar-looking Hero 
formosa
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Nestled in the isolated southeastern corner of Sulawesi, Wakatobi 
Dive Resort is easily accessed from Bali via the resort’s own private 
runway on a neighbouring island. Due to its remote location and 
protected reefs, it offers some of the most unspoiled diving in 
Southeast Asia, if not the world. The diving is accessible to all 
levels, with corals growing all the way from the surface to the 
deeper realms of the rebreather diver.  Some sites are prone to 
currents, but these encourage the corals into their full splendour 
and draw great schools of colourful fishes. The wall dives at 
Wakatobi are first class, such as the aptly named “Cornucopia” 
and “Magnifica”.

If the abundant pygmy seahorses are too small for you, then 
the reefs also accommodate multitudes of other macro critters in 
addition to another of the seahorse’s relatives.  Pairs of Halimeda 
ghost pipefish blend effortlessly into their namesake algae; here 
even the weeds have eyes. Every invertebrate at Wakatobi seems 

Wakatobi
By DR RICHARD SMITH

INDONESIA

PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

With no marked seasons, Wakatobi 
is a year-round destination. The 
average air temperature is 30°C 
and water temperatures range 
between 26 and 28°C. 

 HOW 
Entry to Indonesia is via Bali. You 
then take a charter flight (arranged 
by Wakatobi guest relations staff) 
to the resort’s private airstrip. 

 STAY/DIVE 
• Wakatobi Dive Resort  

(www.wakatobi.com)
• Wakatobi Patuno Resort (www.

wakatobipatunoresort.com)

 TOPSIDE 
Nature trails and beach walks are 
easily accessed around the resort 
and tours are offered to the local 
village. Various water sports are 
also available.

 ENTRY 
Many countries are now exempt 
from the previous visa-on-arrival 
system, and the departure tax has 
been scrapped. Check with your 
local embassy or consulate.

19. A tiny and rarely 
photographed variety of 
shrimp that lives deep 
inside the giant clam

to accommodate a tiny hitchhiker. Most 
recently, the giant clams revealed their 
own residents in the form of jewel-like 
spotted shrimps living deep inside and 
exposed only to the most patient and 
observant of divers.
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Among Egypt’s offshore islands declared natural protectorates 
in 1983, two small islands almost in the middle of the Red Sea 
called the Brothers (Al Akhawein) offer some of the region’s most 
spectacular diving – especially if sharks are your thing. The islands 
are around 70 kilometres from the Egyptian mainland, between 
Marsa Alam and Hurghada, making these prime dive sites only 
accessible via liveaboards. 

While the Brothers Islands are known for their plentiful 
cornetfish, the main draw for many divers are the oceanic 
whitetips that can be found in the shallow blue water. Grey reef, 
thresher, and silvertip sharks are also frequently spotted, and great 
hammerheads will occasionally rise from the depths to pose for the 
lucky underwater photographer.

The steep sides of these cone-shaped islands make for excellent 
wall diving, with the massive gorgonian fans and multihued 
corals carpeting the sheer walls matched only by the incredible 
abundance of schooling fish. Visibility is usually very good, but the 
currents can sometimes be strong, so drift diving along the walls is 
the order of the day. SDOP

Brothers Islands
By TOMMI KOKKOLA

EGYPT PRACTICALITIES
 WHEN 

Diving is great year round, but 
spring (March–May) and autumn 
(September–November) are usually 
considered the best times.

 HOW 
The major airports on the Red Sea 
are at Sharm El Sheikh, Marsa Alam, 
and Hurghada, all of which receive 
direct flights from various European 
cities. If you’re coming from 
elsewhere, connect via Cairo.

 STAY/DIVE 
• M/Y Hurricane  

(www.tornadomarinefleet.com)
• M/Y Amelia and M/Y Samira 

(www.discovery-divers.com)
• MV Legends (Tek and CCR diving) 

(www.mvlegends.com)

 TOPSIDE
The beach resorts lining the Red Sea 
are the perfect places to wind down 
after your dive. For an adventurous 
day trip, head to Luxor for its ancient 
tombs and sprawling temples.

 ENTRY 
For most visitors, 30-day visas can 
be purchased on arrival at one of the 
international airports, but check first 
before departure.

20. An oceanic whitetip 
shark cruises by – with 
pilot fish in tow



JARDINES DE LA 
REINA, CUBA (Pg 75) SINT EUSTATIUS, 

CARIBBEAN (Pg 84)

BROTHERS 
ISLANDS, EGYPT

 (Pg 95)

SEYCHELLES 
(Pg 70)

NEPTUNE ISLANDS, 
AUSTRALIA (Pg 82)

ANILAO,  
PHILIPPINES

(Pg 76)

BALI, INDONESIA
(Pg 89)

WAKATOBI, INDONESIA 
(Pg 94)

BLUE HERON 
BRIDGE, FLORIDA, 

USA (Pg 77)

COCOS ISLAND, 
COSTA RICA (Pg 78)

TONGA 
(Pg 86)

 KONA, HAWAII 
(Pg 66)  TOFO, MOZAMBIQUE 

(Pg 87)

SAN DIEGO, 
CALIFORNIA, USA  

(Pg 88)

 GULEN, NORWAY 
(Pg 92)

MABUL, MALAYSIA
(Pg 68)

KIMBE BAY,  
PAPUA NEW GUINEA  

(Pg 72)

LEMBEH, 
INDONESIA
(Pg 80)

TIGER BEACH, BAHAMAS (Pg 74)

LITTLE CRITTERS
BIG ANIMALS

Legend

SOUTH AFRICA 
(Pg 90)

TIGER BEACH, BAHAMAS (Pg 74)
BROTHERS 

ISLANDS, EGYPT
 (Pg 95) ANILAO,  

PHILIPPINES
(Pg 76)

NEPTUNE ISLANDS, 
AUSTRALIA (Pg 82)

ANILAO,  
PHILIPPINES

(Pg 76)

BIG ANIMALS AND LITTLE CRITTERS

SDOP

96

Overview Map



www.seacam.com

cinema of dreams

silver



INDONESIA

PAPUA NEW  
GUINEA

MALAYSIA

PHILIPPINESPHILIPPINESPHILIPPINESPHILIPPINESPHILIPPINES

MALAYSIAMALAYSIAMALAYSIAMALAYSIA

PAPUA NEW  
GUINEA

PAPUA NEW  
GUINEA

PAPUA NEW  
GUINEA

WEEDY SCORPIONFISH (RHINOPIAS)
Rhinopias, like most scorpionfish, is a nocturnal camouflage 
hunter, adapting its many colours to its habitat. It rarely 
swims, rather it propels itself along the seabed with its fins. A 
relatively rare critter, divers get very excited when they hear 
one is around, as experienced guides are usually able to locate 
it repeatedly once they know its general location.

Tiny Treasures
By GILL MCDONALD

The Coral Triangle is a haven for 
exotic little critters, and underwater 
photographers flock to its macro 
hotspots to seek out the rare and 
the beautiful. Here are 11 of the top 
critters from the region that should 
be on every diver’s bucket list.

2 

PYGMY SEAHORSE
The first pygmy seahorse known to science 
was Hippocampus bargibanti. It was found only 
when a host gorgonian was being examined in a 
laboratory. At least six more species were named 
after 2000. The popular bargibanti, high on all 
underwater photographers’ bucket lists, lives 
its entire adult life on a single, specific type of 
gorgonian fan coral, Muricella.
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      HARLEQUIN SHRIMP
These pretty, constantly moving 
shrimps live in pairs, feeding 
exclusively on starfish. They 
often have, respectively, pink and 
blue markings so appear to be 
traditionally dressed for their boy/
girl pairing. They maintain a “live 
larder” – feeding on living, usually 
slow-moving starfish by flipping 
them over and then devouring the 
tube feet and soft tissue.

3 

WONDERPUS OCTOPUS
Another “must see” on any tropical muck 

dive is the lovely little wonderpus. It 
is often confused with the mimic 

octopus (see No. 8), which has 
similar colouring. 
Normally fairly 
shallow, the 
wonderpus 
emerges very 
slowly from its 
discreet hiding 
hole in the sand 
and hunts at 
dawn or dusk, 
whereas the 
mimic is out  
and about in  
the daytime.

5

      HAIRY FROGFISH  
      (STRIATED FROGFISH)
Part of the anglerfish family, this charismatic 
chap can eat prey up to its own body size by 
opening and extending its large mouth. It is 
found on shallow sandy slopes or deeper rocky 
areas. The first dorsal spine, the illicium, is flicked 
forward with a worm-like lure on the tip, which is 
wiggled to attract prey.

4

      “SHAUN THE SHEEP”  
      SAP-SUCKING SLUG
A recent entry on the underwater 
photographer’s wish list, this tiny, leaf-dwelling 
slug resembles a certain cartoon sheep. With 
its beady black eyes, floppy “ears” and bizarre 
looking body, it is undeniably cute, although very 
difficult to photograph, as it reaches a maximum 
of 5mm and is often around just 2mm.

6

     BLUE-RING OCTOPUS
This is among the deadliest animals in the sea. Its venom is 
similar to the extremely deadly toxin found in the pufferfish. 
The effect of a bite can be fatal, but if a victim is kept breathing 
with artificial respiration even up to 24 hours after the event, 
they can recover. It is barely the length of a pencil and covered 
with bright, iridescent blue rings.
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CANDY CRAB (SOFT CORAL CRAB)
This adorable little crustacean lives amongst the 
colourful spikes of Dendronephthya soft coral. 
It attaches polyps from the coral to its carapace 
to improve its camouflage, which is already 
impressive as it mimics the colours of the coral 
in which it lives. These are normally pink, white, 
yellow or red. SDOP

10          HAIRY SHRIMP
The hairy shrimp is so tiny it is difficult to discern with the naked 
eye, resembling nothing more than a dot of algae. An adept dive 
guide can gently sweep the algae growth on a coral reef to find 
one. It can be in a variety of colours to blend in with its home. 
The one pictured is carrying eggs in its tail area.

      BUMBLEBEE SHRIMP
This beautiful little shrimp resembles a bumblebee with its 
yellow and black stripes and strangely truncated, flat face. 
It seldom swims, preferring to rummage around undercover 
among rubble and debris. It does not venture far from its habitat 
so can usually be found by knowledgeable dive guides globally in 
tropical lagoons and reefs.

MIMIC OCTOPUS
Discovered as recently as 1998 in Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, this is one of the all time “wish-
list” critters on any exotic muck dive. It is 
surprisingly small, growing to a length of 60cm 
including arms. Its “party trick” is being able 
to change its skin, colour and texture to blend 
in with the environment and/or mimic other 
species to avoid or intimidate predators.

9 
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By LESLIE LEANEY

RECIPIENT 2006

Stanton Waterman
The name Stan Waterman is recognised throughout the international 

diving world as one of the pioneers of underwater film and 
photography. He took his first dive at the age of 11, when he was 

given a Japanese Ama diver’s mask while on holiday in Florida.  
Stan put the mask on and swam along the breakwater at the 

Breakers Hotel in Palm Beach. The beauty of undersea life hooked 
him forever and set his life’s course. The year was 1934 and the first 

books and films on the sport of diving were many years away.
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(CHINA)
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1. Stan Waterman is 
one of the world’s most 
influential underwater 
filmmakers
© Jeffrey L. Rotman/
Corbis 



2

During World War II (1939–1945), Stan was in 
the US Navy and got to freedive with men from 
his unit at the Naval Air Station in the Canal Zone. 
Some of these men were experienced California 
freedivers who had spent their water time 
catching lobsters and abalone. It was here that 
Stan encountered rubber masks, snorkels and 
Owen Churchill rubber fins. 

The first book on diving that influenced Stan 
was Diving to Adventure, by Hans Hass, which 
was published in English in 1951. By that time, 
he had purchased an aqualung and was hiring 
himself out to recover lost items and general 
underwater work. Inspired by the adventures 
of Hans and Jacques-Yves Cousteau, Stan 
soon started shooting 16mm film with an early 
Fenjohn housing and then a Rebikoff, before 
building his own Plexiglas housings. His first 

4

THE HANS HASS FIFTY FATHOMS AWARD



The Hans Hass Fifty Fathoms 
Award Committee

Krov is internationally known for his lengthy 
career in underwater film and photography, 
working with the BBC and Channel 4 in 
the UK, and 25 years with the French 
programme Ushuaia, among others. His 
diving background includes both military 
and commercial diving and he is the author 
of numerous maritime articles published 
internationally. He was a longtime friend of 
Professor Hass, who personally appointed 
him as Chairman of the Committee. 

The founder of the Hans Hass Fifty 
Fathoms Award and one of the industry’s 
few recognised diving historians, Leslie 
learnt to dive in Singapore in 1969. In 1992 
he co-founded the Historical Diving Society 
USA and in 1993, he founded the Journal of 
Diving History. The recipient of numerous 
industry awards for his historical work, he 
was inducted into the International Scuba 
Diving Hall of Fame in 2012.

As the owner of the Brooks Institute of 
Photography, Ernie pioneered course-taught 
underwater photography. His extensive 
portfolio was highlighted in his book, Silver 
Seas, and his work is displayed in galleries 
and museums around the globe. Following 
the art of black and white underwater 
photography established by Professor Hass, 
Ernie was the recipient of the first Hans Hass 
Fifty Fathoms Award.

As an accomplished marine biologist and 
underwater filmmaker and photographer, 
Laurent has spent his career pushing 
the boundaries of diving. He rose to 
international acclaim and attention with his 
series of dives past 100 metres and was the 
first diver to film the coelacanth, the living 
fossil, in its deep natural habitat. He was 
the recipient of the 2013 Hans Hass Fifty 
Fathoms Award.

2. Stan, Al and Chuck  
on location in the  
British Virgin Islands  
for The Deep, 1976
Image courtesy  
Bret Gilliam

3. Stan in his garage in 
Maine, USA, 2008
© Bret Gilliam

4. The Blue Water, 
White Death gang 
(L–R): Rodney Fox, 
Stan Waterman, Valerie 
and Ron Taylor; Stan is 
holding the Hans Hass 
Fifty Fathoms Award
© Eduardo Grubicy.  
All Rights Reserved

CHAIRMAN
The Honorable  
Krov Menuhin (Australia)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Leslie Leaney (England) 

DIRECTOR
Ernest Brooks II (USA)

DIRECTOR
Laurent Ballesta (France)

3

diving documentary was Water World, which 
he produced in 1954 and screened to amazed 
audiences as he toured America giving a live 
narration of the footage.

His adventures led him to the Bahamas  
where from 1954 to 1958 he owned 
and operated a diving charter business, 
developing what may well be the first 
liveaboard operation. In 1959 he was part of 
an archaeological diving team working off the 
coast of Turkey that found what was, at the 
time, the oldest known shipwreck. The vessel 
was from the Bronze Age and estimated to be 
built around 1300 BC. From this adventure he 
produced another lecture film titled 3,000 Years 
Beneath the Sea. 

In 1965 he relocated his family to Tahiti for 
a year of diving, which produced a National 



5. Stan Waterman, 
photographed in 2012 
Image courtesy  
Bret Gilliam

6. The Blue Water,  
White Death crew off 
South Africa, 1969
Image courtesy  
Bret Gilliam

Geographic television special. This brought 
Stan to the attention of Hollywood and the 
international film community, and he was 
recruited by his friend Peter Gimbel to be 
associate producer and underwater cameraman 
on the groundbreaking 1970 film Blue Water, 
White Death, the hunt for the great white shark. 
Stan was joined by Australian divers Ron and 
Valerie Taylor, and along with Gimbel, they took 
underwater filming to a whole new level.

The film now has legendary status for showing, 
in a location off South Africa, the first time divers 
had exited shark cages to film in open water 
among feeding sharks. The film’s climax is their 
encounter with a great white shark at Dangerous 
Reef, Australia. The film enhanced the careers 
of all involved and was an early step towards 
greater understanding of sharks and their role in 
the oceans.

During the 1970s, Stan got to meet Hans and 
Lotte Hass and struck up a quick friendship, 
which endured throughout their careers. Their 

shared interest in filming the oceans bonded  
them together.

As Stan’s career progressed, he was hired 
for the ABC show The American Sportsman and 
struck up a friendship with his neighbour Peter 
Benchley, who had seen his book Jaws become 
a blockbuster movie. Peter’s book The Deep 
was also headed for Hollywood and Stan was 
contracted to do the underwater camerawork for 
the movie. Like Jaws, the movie featured the hard-
drinking Robert Shaw in a lead role, and the plot 
entailed plenty of underwater filming.

Television remained a large part of Stan’s 
career, and he is the recipient of five Emmys plus 
numerous diving industry awards. In recognition 
of his lengthy and distinguished career he 
received the 2006 Hans Hass Fifty Fathoms 
Award, which was presented to him at the 
Beneath the Sea show by the first recipient, Ernie 
Brooks, accompanied by Rodney Fox, and Ron 
and Valerie Taylor, who were Stan’s colleagues 
on Blue Water, White Death. SDOP

Stan is the recipient of five 
Emmys plus numerous 
diving industry awards

5
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THE HANS HASS FIFTY FATHOMS AWARD
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DPG-PRAWNO EXPEDITION

Tiger Beach, Bahamas

February 27–March 9, 2017

Join expedition leaders Matt Weiss 
and Lia Barrett in the Bahamas to 
photograph tiger sharks, bull sharks, 
hammerheads, and more

More information: Email: trips@divephotoguide.comuwpho.to/bahamas2017



By HERGEN SPALINK AND KERRI BINGHAM

Waking Dream
Everything you need to know about capturing  
the fantastical underwater world of Raja Ampat

AN UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER’S GUIDE TO RAJA AMPAT

1. The view from atop Mt. 
Pindito in Wayag, north 
Raja Ampat at sunset
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Canon 
10–22mm lens, f/4.5, 
1/1000, ISO160, EV –3



THROUGH THE LENS



AN UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER’S GUIDE TO RAJA AMPAT
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Headlining Indonesia’s all-star lineup of diving 
destinations, Raja Ampat is 40,000 square 
kilometres of diving paradise that stretches  
over 1,500 islands straddling the equator. Lying 
just off of Indonesia’s West Papua province  
are the “Four Kings” that make up Raja Ampat, 
the islands of Waigeo, Salawati, Batanta, and 
Misool. Bucolic and largely uninhabited, for 
underwater photographers it’s the perfect 
marriage of macro and wide angle, the 
embodiment of the pristine colour-drenched 
reef where strange and amazing creatures 
from oceanic mantas to pygmy seahorses and 
wobbegong sharks are almost commonplace.

The breathtaking scenery both above 
and below the surface is made even more 
spectacular given Raja Ampat’s ranking as the 
most biodiverse reefscape on Earth, with over 

2

1,500 species of coral and 500 species of fish, 
including several endemics. With untold numbers 
of dive sites still to be discovered, Raja Ampat 
is a destination that will continue to grow and 
develop as divers venture farther afield. 

DIVING IN RAJA AMPAT
Diving Raja Ampat is like stepping back in time  
and experiencing truly remote diving tinged with 
a genuine feeling of exploration. Even with the 
recent increase in the number of liveaboards 
and resorts in the area, it is still possible to find 
yourself alone on the deck of a boat looking  
out at pure unadulterated wilderness and natural 
beauty. 

“Diversity” is a word that applies to Raja 
Ampat in different ways. With 75 percent of 
the world’s coral species and the highest fish 



2. Ribboned sweetlips 
congregating at the  
local coral bush in the 
Dampier Strait
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Canon 10–22mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-250 
strobes, f/6.3, 1/50s, ISO200

4. Mobula rays send 
schooling silversides 
scattering as they pass 
through in formation
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Sigma 10mm, two 
Sea & Sea YS-250 strobes, 
f/6.3, 1/80s, ISO320

3. Anthias exploding from 
a soft coral covered reef 
in Misool
Equipment & settings:  
Nikon D810, Nauticam 
housing, Nikon 16–35mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-250 
strobes, f/9, 1/250s, ISO200 

5. Mangroves framed 
against the sky
Equipment & settings:  
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Tokina 10–17mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-250 
strobes, f/8, 1/250s, ISO200 

species count of any dive destination in the world, 
Raja Ampat is the heart of the Coral Triangle 
and the most diverse underwater environment 
on the planet. Commune with mantas one dive, 
photograph pygmy seahorses the next, and then 
spend the afternoon on one of the most picture-
perfect reefs you’ve ever seen – or do it all on the 
same dive. The problem is trying to decide where 
to point the camera without missing anything, and 
that never quite seems possible here.

Although many dive sites have been described, 
there are hundreds still to be found – entire  
island chains that have yet to be thoroughly 
surveyed. Raja Ampat remains a vastly unexplored 
paradise, where the opportunity for the 
underwater photographer to capture something 
truly unique will keep bringing them back time and 
again. 
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RAJA AMPAT

NORTHERN 
MISOOL

JEF FAM

SOUTHERN 
MISOOL

DAMPIER 
STRAIT

WAIGEO & 
KAWE 

JEF FAM DAMPIER 
STRAIT

WAIGEO & 
KAWE 
WAIGEO & 
KAWE 

SOUTHERN 
MISOOL

WEST
PAPUA

TOP          DIVE SITES5
Waigeo’s dive sites include mangrove bays, 
a saltwater river, coral garden surrounded 
white sand islands, and current-fed underwater 
ridges. The large Aljuie Bay is almost 20 
kilometres long and features numerous macro 
opportunities near the resident Pearl Farm. 
The smaller island of Gam is separated from 
Waigeo by only a few metres and takes on a 
river-like appearance. “The Passage”, as this 
separator is known, is a shallow channel with 
overarching jungle and small eddies and bays 
that feature soft corals and caverns. Islets such 
as Wofo off Waigeo’s west coast are known for 
their picture postcard appearance above water 
and immaculate coral gardens below. “Black 
Rocks”, off Waigeo’s western neighbour, Kawe, 
is easily spotted by a group of jagged rocks 
slicing through the swells. Here, sea fans, soft 
corals and fish all compete for your attention 
when the current is running.

1 

2 3 

4 

5 

Waigeo and Kawe1
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Jef  Fam3
The Dampier Strait separates the mainland of 
West Papua and nearby Batanta from Waigeo 
to the north and contains well-known sites 
such as “Sardine Reef”, “Manta Sandy”, 
“Aerborek Jetty” and “Cape Kri”. A large 
amount of water passes through the strait 
and is known as the Indonesian Throughflow. 
Due to the strait’s topography, this flow is 
constricted upon entry, causing currents in 
the strait to be quite strong at times. These 
currents are what set the reefs alight, bringing 
large numbers of schooling fish to “Cape Kri” 
and “Sardine Reef”, feeding vibrant corals and 
schooling scad around the pilings at “Aerborek 
Jetty”, and enticing the mantas to the cleaning 
stations of “Manta Sandy”. 

6. A school of barracuda 
silhouetted against 
the sun
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Tokina 
10–17mm, two Sea & 
Sea YS-250 strobes, f/10, 
1/250s, ISO200

7. Spectacular hard 
corals cover the shallow 
plateau of Melissa’s 
Garden in Jef Fam
Equipment & settings: 
Nikon D810, Nauticam 
housing, Sigma 15mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-
250 strobes, f/8, 1/125s, 
ISO200

Stretching out into the 
Halmahera Sea are the island 
groups of Fam and Penemu. 
Penemu’s small neighbour, 
Keruo, features channels 
with sea fan covered mini-
walls and a coral garden 
at the southern tip that is 
unbeatable for over-under 
shots, especially at sunset. 
Just east of Keruo, “Melissa’s 
Garden” is a vast shallow 
reef plateau that spans the 
area between and around 
three large rocks that break 

The hard corals pulse 
with anthias and damsels

the surface. The branching hard corals pulse with 
anthias and damsels as they rise and fall with the 
larger fish passing overhead. Several large clams 
hide amongst corals, many of which have grown 
so large they’ve collapsed onto themselves. 
Wobbegong sharks are common and often rest 
on one of the many large hard corals.

Dampier Strait2
7



UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY IN RAJA AMPAT

MACRO SUBJECTS:
• Raja Ampat is home to at least five 

species of pygmy seahorse and it’s not 
uncommon to see several species on a 
single dive. 

• Around the island of Batanta are  
several bays with thriving macro  
life such as ghost pipefish, octopus  
and nudibranchs. 

• Most of the reefs have some form of 
macro subject whether it’s nudibranchs, 
pipefish, frogfish or gobies. Several 
species of flasher wrasse, including an 
endemic variety, can be found as well 
and display in the later afternoon. 9SDTTL
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Encompassing the areas of Tamulol, which 
borders Misool’s lush green mainland, out to the 
islets of Farondi and Daram, the northern region 
is one of the most diverse in its underwater 
offerings. Near Tamulol lies one of Raja Ampat’s 
many marine lakes, with its thriving population 
of stingless jellyfish. Farondi’s “Three Sisters”, 
“Teardrop” and “Killer Cave” can be some of 
the most exciting and challenging diving, as the 
topography amplifies the currents that nourish 
the omnipresent soft corals and fish. Mobula 
rays are a common sight here, especially when 
the baitfish aggregate in October. Daram, the 
easternmost island group, has meandering reefs 
such as “Andiamo” and “Love Potion” that 
feature unforgettable mini-walls and shallows. 

WIDE-ANGLE SUBJECTS:
• Manta rays are common throughout Raja 

Ampat, but there are several sites where the 
chance of encountering the oceanic variety 
is quite high. 

• At certain times of year, when large schools 
of baitfish enter the region and shoal 
around the islands, mobula rays can be 
photographed hurtling through the baitballs.

• Grey, whitetip, and blacktip reef sharks can 
be seen throughout the region. The tassled 
wobbegong shark is a strange and unique 
bottom-dwelling shark that often rests itself 
under overhangs or large coral bommies, 
where it lies in ambush. 

9. An Ardeadoris egretta 
nudibranch on a brown 
sponge
Equipment & settings: 
Nikon D810, Nauticam 
housing, Nikon 105mm 
macro, two Sea & Sea YS-
250 strobes, f/11, 1/250s, 
ISO100

Northern Misool

Southern Misool

4

5
This southernmost island chain is home to some 
of Raja’s most iconic dive sites: “Boo Windows”, 
“Wayil”, and the trifecta of “Whale Rock”, “Tank 
Rock”, and “Nudi Rock”, which are connected by 
an underwater ridge. With similar topography, 
these sites all feature a small karst islet that has 
been undercut at the waterline by wind and waves 
and from which extends a pristine shallow hard 
and soft coral garden that drops to steep sea fan 
covered slopes. The soft corals and reef fish life 
in Southern Misool are some of the most prolific 
anywhere and begin just below the surface as soft 
corals appear at a few metres deep. Just offshore, 
the seamount of “Magic Mountain” is one of the 
best sites for oceanic manta encounters, as the 
roving giants come in for a cleaning on the reef top.

WHERE
Raja Ampat is located in 
Indonesia’s West Papua 
province. It covers an area 
of over 40,000 square 
kilometres and comprises 
over 1,500 islands.

LANGUAGE
Bahasa Indonesia is the 
national language of 
Indonesia and is taught 
in the schools. English is 
becoming more common 
but in the more rural 
regions can be limited to 
the ever-cheerful greeting 
of “Hello mister!”.

CURRENCY
The Indonesian rupiah 
is the national currency 
and by law all domestic 
transactions must now 
take place in rupiah. US$1 
is equivalent to about 
14,000 rupiah.

WATER 
TEMPERATURE
Temperatures of the water 
can vary but generally 
hover around the 27–30°C 
(80–86°F) range.

DIVING EXPERIENCE
Even beginner divers 
will enjoy the diving, but 
experience with diving in 
current is recommended. 
Some of the best 
underwater scenery is 
within only a few metres 
of the surface.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
EXPERIENCE
To truly capture the beauty 
of Raja Ampat’s reefs, 
a good familiarity with 
wide-angle photography 
is recommended, but the 
region is also a great place 
to learn and practise.

8. Schools of fusiliers 
and silversides segregate 
themselves as they pass 
over the reeftop
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Sigma 10mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea  
YS-250 strobes, f/6.3, 
1/160s, ISO200

Fast Facts

8



AN UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER’S GUIDE TO RAJA AMPAT

DSLR/MIRRORLESS CAMERAS:
The choice to go wide or macro will mostly 
depend on what you feel like shooting, rather 
than the dive site, due to the balance of both 
types of subject at the majority of sites. 

When going wide, fisheye lenses such as the 
Sigma or Canon 15mm for full frame, the Tokina 
10–17mm for APS-C, or the Panasonic 8mm for 
Micro Four-Thirds cameras are excellent choices. 
These large field-of-view lenses will allow for 

EQUIPMENT CONSIDERATIONS

11. Kerri photographing 
an oceanic manta ray
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Canon 10–22mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-
250 strobes, f/6.3, 1/60s, 
ISO100

framing big reefscapes, 
schooling fish or mantas at a 
close distance, allowing for 
easier and more-effective 
lighting. A rectilinear zoom 
such as the Canon or Nikon 
16–35mm for full frame, the 
Canon 10–22mm or Tokina 

Tips and Techniques
NOVICE
PYGMY SEAHORSES: 
An overlooked part of what makes a pygmy shot 
great is the sea fan that they live on. If the fan 
or the pygmy is molested, the polyps will close 
and the image will be left with a boring negative 
space. Watch your strobes and use a longer focal 
length lens to get more working distance. Use 
manual focus and move the camera in and out 
to achieve focus, as autofocus generally requires 
the use of a focus light at high magnifications and 
these will cause the pygmy to move away. If you 
are new to super-macro photography, it’s better 
to stay back a bit and crop rather than injuring 
these delicate creatures.

MANTA RAYS: 
If mantas are comfortable and don’t feel chased 
or threatened, they will generally hang around 
and tolerate photographers. Most manta 
encounters in Raja Ampat occur at cleaning 
stations, but if divers are on the cleaning station, 
the mantas will leave. The trick is to find a spot 
close by, choose your settings, be patient and 
don’t forget to look behind you. Start with a mid-
range aperture such as f/8, adjust your shutter 
speed to set the water colour to taste, and set 
your strobes on 1/2 power to start with, adjusting 
so as to not overexpose the manta’s white belly. 

10. A variety of denise 
pygmy seahorse found in 
the Bird’s Head Seascape 
peeks out from behind 
its sea fan
Equipment & settings: 
Nikon D200, Sea & Sea 
housing, Nikon 60mm 
macro lens, two Sea & 
Sea YS-250 strobes, f/16, 
1/125s, ISO100

What makes 
a pygmy shot 
great is the sea 
fan that they 
live on

10
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11–16mm for APS-C, and the Olympus or Panasonic 
7–14mm on Micro Four-Thirds cameras can be 
useful when photographing more distant pelagics 
such as sharks or even moderate-sized reef scenes.

When shooting with a rectilinear lens, the 
camera is generally farther away from the 
subject, requiring more light from your strobes 
to overcome the distance. In general, larger glass 
ports (about 240mm or 9 inches) will cause less 
distortion and are preferred for most wide-angle 
photographs.

To get that perfect pygmy shot, the trade-off 
between working distance and ease of framing  
will dictate whether to go with a 60mm or 
100/105mm. To get larger than life size, using a 
dioptre on a longer focal length lens will give you 
the largest reproduction size and help prevent 
accidental damage to the sea fan and the pygmy.

COMPACT CAMERAS:
With the ability to shoot both macro and wide 
angle on the same dive, compact camera users  
will rejoice in Raja Ampat. 

A good wet-mate wide-angle port will help to 
capture the pastoral reef scenics that await and 
get that entire manta in the frame as it passes 
inches from your camera. For photographing the 
tiny pygmy seahorses, the use of a dioptre is a 
must, as they only reach a height of around two 
centimetres (0.8 inches).

Although the shallow reefs are, in many places, 
pristine right up to the surface and natural light 
images can yield excellent results, to truly bring 
out the colours of the reef, a good set of strobes 
is recommended, preferably with a large beam 
angle, whether you’re using a compact setup or a 
fully-fledged DSLR system.
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INTERMEDIATE
SOFT CORALS: 
Choose a mid-range aperture such as f/8 to begin 
and adjust your shutter speed to set the colour of 
the water. Place your strobes above your housing 
handles and ensure they are aimed correctly. 
Their distance away from the housing should 
mirror your distance from the subject, with them 
being closer to the housing for closer subjects 
and farther out to the sides with more distant 
scenes to achieve proper coverage and avoid 
backscatter. Adjust the strobe power to expose 
the soft corals. Review, adjust and reshoot.

AERBOREK KIDS: 
The kids at Aerborek Village are talented and 
fearless swimmers and will jump from the jetty 
and swim down to waiting photographers with 

PRACTICALITIES

 WHEN
Raja Ampat is a year-round destination as visibility 
is continuously variable. June through August can 
see higher winds and December to January has the 
most rainfall but underwater it’s pleasant all year.  

 HOW
SilkAir has direct flights to Bali from Singapore, 
and from there you can catch a domestic flight 
to Sorong, usually with an overnight in Makassar. 
There are also domestic flights from Jakarta  
to Sorong.

 ENTRY
A 30-day visa on arrival is free for nationals of  
many countries, including the US and European 
Union members. 

13. A wobbegong shark 
resting below a coral 
bommie at Melissa’s 
Garden in Jef Fam
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Tokina 10–17mm, 
two Sea & Sea YS-250 
strobes, f/8, 1/100s, 
ISO1251/250s, ISO200

12. Raja Ampat’s soft coral 
reefscapes are bursting 
with colour
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Canon 10–22mm 
lens, two Sea & Sea YS-250 
strobes, f/7.1, 1/60s, ISO200

big smiles and eyes open 
wide. Use your hand as 
a test subject to set your 
strobe exposure for skin 
tone. Adjust your aperture 
and shutter speed to get the 
desired depth of field and 
background. Some of our 
favourite shots came from 
using a 50mm portrait lens in 
a flat port at wide apertures 
such as f/1.4 with neutral 
density filters to compensate 
for the lower aperture.

12



 STAY/DIVE
RESORTS:
• Raja4Divers (www.raja4divers.com) is located 

on Pef Island off Waigeo’s west coast and has 
access to many of the north’s best spots. 

• Located on the island of Kri, Sorido Bay and Kri 
Eco Resort (www.papua-diving.com) have some 
of the most experience diving the northern 
areas.

• Misool Eco Resort (www.misoolecoresort.com)  
is leading conservation efforts and has some  
of Misool’s greatest diving on its doorstep. 

LIVEABOARDS:
• The Arenui (www.thearenui.com) takes 16 

guests in eight well-appointed cabins and 
features impeccable service, extensive above-
deck seating areas and excellent cuisine. 

14. An Aerborek village 
girl dives down to pose 
for photos
Equipment & settings: 
Canon EOS 7D, Aquatica 
housing, Sigma 30mm 
lens with neutral density 
filters, two Sea & Sea YS-
250 strobes, f/2.8, 1/250s, 
ISO100

• Dewi Nusantara (www.dewi-nusantara.com) is 
a large, lavish, three-masted wooden schooner 
with capacity for 18 guests. It features large 
cabins, a dedicated camera room, and three-
course meals.

• Pindito (www.pindito.com), run by Edi 
Frommenwiler, one of Raja Ampat’s diving 
pioneers, offers a truly unique Indonesian 
experience from a reliable, comfortable and 
efficient vessel. 

• Wellenreng (www.wellenreng.com) provides  
a more intimate Raja Ampat experience, with  
a maximum of seven divers, excellent service  
and flexibility.

PRO
SPLIT SHOTS:  
Use the widest-angle lens and largest dome 
port available to maximise coverage. Focus on 
a subject that is about one-and-a-half to two 
metres away and lock the focus. “Live view” 
mode will allow for easier composition, and 
dipping the dome occasionally is necessary 
to prevent water spots. Varying the angle of 
the camera as well as how far (if at all) the 
housing goes under the water will all generate 
different looks. Exposure settings will be largely 
determined by the topside portion of the image.

CLOSE-FOCUS WIDE ANGLE OF WOBBEGONG: 
Wobbegong sharks tolerate photographers  
getting very close to them, allowing for great  
close-focus wide-angle shots. Using the smallest 
dome available and pulling your strobes in close 
to the housing, you can slowly approach the 
wobbegong. Watch their respiration for signs of 
distress, and back off if they begin shuffling their 
position or yawning. SDOP
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LAURA WATERS has her images scrutinised by  
pro photographers Joseph Tepper and Lia Barrett

Small WonderPHOTO CLINIC



Joseph Tepper The diagonal line, combined 
with the almost yin-yang effect of the black 
and magenta, works very well. While I do 
like the contrast in the negative space, it 
would be nice to see a little more of the 
goby. This can be with universal contrast 
adjustments in post-processing, or by 
lightening just the goby through the use of 
the dodge tool. 

Lia Barrett I love the contrast of the 
sponge with the black background, and the 
complements of the black of the goby’s 
body. It’s a nice composition and use of 
colour. My suggestion here would be to 
wait, if possible, for the goby to turn around 
more. I get the sense that it is looking away 
from the frame. I would also tone down 
the contrast slightly and/or open up the 
exposure half a stop to bring out some of 
the details of the body.

Sharknose goby, Cayman Islands  
Equipment and Settings: Olympus TG-3, Olympus PT-056 

housing, Sea&Sea YS-01 strobe, f/6.3, 1/200s, ISO 200
I have been drawn to the ocean 
since childhood – recess periods 
spent in the library researching 
for a marine life book, allowances 
sent to famed shark biologist, 
Eugenie Clark, and a bulletin 

board full of undersea drawings. After a Discover 
Scuba experience in Hawaii, I came home and got 
certified in 2011. Soon after, I met my husband, a 
PADI Instructor, because every time I’d see him 
at the dog park he was wearing a dive T-shirt. 

We’ve been dive buddies ever since, travelling 
and diving whenever possible – Tahiti, Australia, 
Cayman, Costa Rica, Dominica, Bonaire, and 
Florida. Underwater photography quickly 
became my favourite part of diving. I love 
composing shots that highlight the bold colours, 
textures and patterns I see; working interesting 
angles, and capturing that eye contact with my 
subject. I look forward to many years of diving 
and photography ahead!

THROUGH THE LENS



Bearded fireworm, Cayman Islands
Equipment and Settings: Olympus TG-3, Olympus PT-056 

housing, Sea&Sea YS-01 strobe, f/6.3, 1/200s, ISO 200

Joseph As Lia notes, worms and 
nudis present a challenge because 
of their lack of a discernible face. 
Instead of making this a portrait 
image, try concentrating on the 
colour and texture through more of 
an abstract composition. How you 
frame and light the subject makes 
all the difference. Try focusing on 
a specific, interesting part of the 
worm – perhaps the bristles – for 
an abstract look. Point your strobe 
inwards for some cross-lighting to 
add a little mood.

Lia The colours and the details of the flatworm are  
bold and bursting with texture, and make for a 
beautiful subject matter. These are, however, 
difficult animals to work with because traditionally 
with worms and nudibranchs, we want a “face” 
to reference, and so finding a focal point can be 
challenging. In this case, you did a good job with the 
exposure, but next time I would wait for a moment 
when it is flatter, and when the front of its body 
is more visible. Also, you could consider shooting 
upwards, and playing with stronger light and faster 
shutter speeds in order to create a black background, 
which would detract from competing textures behind 
the fan. 

PHOTO CLINIC
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Lia Barrett is the Photo Editor of 
DivePhotoGuide.com, Creative Director of 

Prawno apparel and a member of the Ocean 
Artists Society. She is an underwater, travel, 

and fine art photographer whose work has appeared in 
some of the most prestigious publications in the world. 

Joseph Tepper is the Editor of online 
underwater photography resource 
DivePhotoGuide.com. His images and stories 
have appeared in many of the world’s most 
eminent publications, including Scuba Diving,  
Sport Diver, Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA, and California Diver.

THE EXPERTS

Joseph Much like the 
fireworm, flamingo tongues 
burst with interesting 
patterns and colours. I find 
the orange and pink hue 
match well with the purple 
and blue tones of the 
background. If you shoot 
this subject more from  
the side to include open 
water, the colours of the 
flamingo tongue will “pop” 
even more. SDOP

Lia Flamingo tongues have 
such interesting patterns  
that you really want them  
to stand out in your 
composition. For this 
reason, I would shoot from 
the side and use the water 
column as a background, 
so that the patterns on the 
shell are not competing 
with the fan. If you took this 
approach, you could also 
move your strobe to the 
centre and down to focus 
on the shell, and eliminate 
the need to add a second 
strobe to fill in the shadows 
that are created on the 
right side of your image. 

Flamingo tongue snail, 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
Equipment and Settings: Olympus TG-3, 
Olympus PT-056 housing, Sea&Sea YS-01 
strobe, f/6.3, 1/200s, ISO 200

PHOTO CLINIC

SDTTL

124





Scuba Diver OCEAN PLANET is THE magazine for all 
lovers of the ocean. Featuring only the world’s best 
underwater photographers and photojournalists, the 
magazine is unrivalled in its scope and quality. SDOP is 
the only print dive magazine in the world that regularly 
covers destinations from around the world. SDOP is 
published in collaboration with DivePhotoGuide.com to 
include THROUGH THE LENS – dedicated to underwater 
photography and videography.

• The Checklist
• Play
• Travel in Style
• Weekend Getaway
• Eat, Sleep, Dive, Repeat
• Off the Grid
• Shooter on Tour

3 ways to subscribe 
1. Complete the form opposite and send it to 

Asian Geographic Magazine Pte Ltd,  
20 Bedok South Road, Singapore 469277

2. Complete the form opposite and scan/
email it to subscribe@uw360.asia

3. Complete the subscription form online at 
www.uw360.asia

• Oceans’ 11
• Gear Up
• Through the Lens

 - Underwater 
Photographer’s Guide

 - Photo Clinic 
• Where Next? 

Get Scuba Diver AUSTRALASIA & OCEAN PLANET 
delivered to your tablet or mobile when you 

subscribe to the print magazine

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE!

Free Digital Copies With Your Print Subscription
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Asian Diver magazine was  
created for the serious diver  
who understands the challenging 
lure of the deep blue. 

Decades on, Asian Diver has become 
a brand known around the world for 
its unique insights into the world’s 
richest dive regions. Aimed at industry 
leaders that include dive agencies, dive 
operators and those working on the 
ground, the magazine strives to create 
a community committed to preserving 
the sport so well loved the world over.

www.uw360.asia/AD

With a fresh new look, Scuba Diver 
AUSTRALASIA bring divers everything 
they need for expanding their 
underwater horizons!

SDAA is the official media partner of DAN 
Asia Pacific, the region’s only established, 
international specialist dive medicine and 
safety organisation that also covers divers in 
the event of any dive related accidents. SDAA 
includes 24 pages of dive safety content from 
DAN Asia Pacific in every issue, and every one 
of DAN AP’s members (12,000 and growing) 
has free access to the e-version of SDAA.

www.uw360.asia/SDAA

www.uw360.asia/SDOP



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! APPLICABLE FOR PRINT SUBSCRIPTION:  
Opt for complimentary e-magazine:   
  Desktop version   
  Magzter (all supported devices)

 New subscriber  
 Renewal  
 Gift for

Payment:  Visa  Master  AMEX

Card No:

Expiry date:                                       CVV: 

 

Signature:

Credit card payments will be processed in SGD.

   My Cheque/Bank Draft for  S$  
is enclosed, payable to:  
Asian Geographic Magazines Pte Ltd

Bank:                                      

Cheque No.:

Only SGD cheques are accepted.

Name:

DOB (DD/MM/YYYY):   Sex: M/F

Occupation:

 What level of diver are you? (Check one) 
 Open Water   Advanced/Rescue   
 Dive Professional   Non Diver 

 
Address:

Email:

Tel:   

Terms & Conditions: All promotions are valid for 
a limited period only and/or while stocks last. 
Please allow 4–6 weeks for delivery of the first 
issue. An acknowledgement letter will be sent to 
you either by email or post. All subscriptions are 
non-refundable upon receipt. No official receipt will 
be issued for payment by cheque/credit card. You 
will be notified if you have won a prize. Payment 
by cheque and/or bank draft should be made 
payable to “Asian Geographic Magazines Pte Ltd” 
in Singapore Dollars and only Singapore (SGD) 
cheques are accepted. All credit card payments  
will be processed in Singapore Dollars (SGD). 

  Yes, I would like to subscribe to option:

SINGAPORE

1 year
(12 issues) 

 SGD60 

1 year
(8 issues)

 SGD45 

2 years
(24 issues)

 SGD110  

2 years
(16 issues)

 SGD80  

MALAYSIA

1 year
(12 issues) 

 RM180 

1 year
(8 issues)

 RM130 

2 years
(24 issues)

 RM340  

2 years
(16 issues)

 RM250  

BRUNEI, INDIA, INDONESIA, THAILAND, PHILIPPINES, HONG KONG, TAIWAN

1 year
(12 issues) 

 SGD80 

1 year
(8 issues)

 SGD60 

2 years
(24 issues)

 SGD140  

2 years
(16 issues)

 SGD100  

REST OF ASIA, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND

1 year
(12 issues) 

 SGD100 

1 year
(8 issues)

 SGD70 

2 years
(24 issues)

 SGD170  

2 years
(16 issues)

 SGD120  

REST OF THE WORLD

1 year
(12 issues) 

 SGD110 

1 year
(8 issues)

 SGD80 

2 years
(24 issues)

 SGD200  

2 years
(16 issues)

 SGD140  

33% OFF 
NEWSSTAND PRICES

and enjoy the e-version for free

For enquiries, please call our customer service at  
Tel: (+65) 6298 3241     
Fax to: (+65) 6291 2068 
Email: subscribe@uw360.asia

USD1 = SGD1.4

Subscribe to the “DIVEAHOLICS” subscription package and refuel  
your dive addiction every month with a new magazine!

#1 Diveaholic T-shirt (Worth SGD30) 
#2 Dive the Big Blue: A Historical Affair (Volume I) 
(Worth SGD77) 

FREE GIFTS

Yes please! Add the following to my 
DIVEAHOLICS Package Subscription 
and unlock my VIP benefits,  
WORTH OVER SGD200  
per year!

  1 Year VIP Membership  
add SGD50 #1

  2 Year VIP Membership  
add SGD80 #1 & #2

*w
hi

le
 s

to
ck

s 
la

st

VIP Membership 

DIVEAHOLICS VIP MEMBER BENEFITS:
 . VIP entry to ADEX 2016/17 plus nine one-day tickets for your friends
 . FREE entry to the ADEX TekDive Conference 2016/17 or two days (worth SGD68)
 . A FREE copy of Coral Triangle Seascapes by Ethan Daniels & Geoff Cook* (worth USD50)
 . FREE entry to the Voice of the Ocean Photo Competition (for submission of up to 3 photos)
 . Historical Diving Society (Asia) Membership eShop discounts on shop.uw360.asia (up to 20%)
 . Access to exclusive special offers and discounts from our partners  

(Full list at www.uw360.asia/partners)

Receive 
Exclusive 

Member Benefits 
And Goodies  
Worth Over 

SGD200!

*Postage is not included for free items.
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1 year
(4 issues) 

 SGD25 

2 years
(8 issues)

 SGD45  

1 year
(4 issues) 

 RM70 

2 years
(8 issues)

 RM120  

1 year
(4 issues) 

 SGD30 

2 years
(8 issues)

 SGD50  

1 year
(4 issues) 

 SGD38 

2 years
(8 issues)

 SGD50  

1 year
(4 issues) 

 SGD40 

2 years
(8 issues)

 SGD70  

WITH THE DIVEAHOLICS DEAL



Whale of a Time
The largest marine protected area in Indonesia, Cenderawasih Bay is a 
haven for more than 1,000 species of fish and hundreds of species of 
coral. But divers and underwater photographers come for something even 
bigger: whale sharks. These graceful leviathans, the planet’s biggest fish, 
have become regulars here, hanging out around the local fishermen’s 
floating fishing platforms to vacuum up a tasty sardine snack. SDOP
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BUDGET & LUXURY
Want a dive trip without 
breaking the bank? Or 
maybe you're in the mood 
to splurge. Either way, 
we've got you covered 
with our definitive list of 
budget and luxury options.

WHERE NEXT?
a

2/2016
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ADEX CHINA 2016
www.adexchina.cn | www.bidsid.com

BEIJING DIVE EXPO

2016
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ADEX 
CHINA
ADEX
CHINA

Wechat

Organised by

BEIJING EXHIBITION CENTERSEPTEMBER 2–4




