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SMS001  Photo Etch Bending Tool 2" Mini Hold and Fold  £23.70  
SMS002  Etch Bending Tool The "BUG" RTH Hold & Fold  £31.60  
SMS003  Etch Bending Tool 4" Mk IV RTH Hold & Fold  £39.45  
SMS004  Etch Bending Tool 5.5" Hold and Fold £55.25  
SMS005  Etch Bending Tool 8" Mk R Multi-head Hold Fold  £59.20  
SMS006  Etch Bending & Rolling Deluxe Brass Assist  £51.30  
SMS007  Extended Roller Set - Use with Brass Assist  £11.05  
SMS008  Etch Bending Tool -  Wire Forming Tool £39.45  
SMS009  The Nutter Set - Scale Model Nuts & Rivets  £90.80  
SMS010  Tri-Foil for use with Nutter and/or Scratchbuilding  £7.90 
SMS011  Square Tip Set  £15.80  
SMS012  Hex Tip Set  £15.80  
SMS013  Wire Assist  £15.80  
SMS014  Photo Etch Standard Rolling Set  £21.70  
SMS015  Photo Etch Cut-Off Set - Standard  £7.50 
SMS016  Photo Etch Cut-Off Set - Large  £11.85  
SMS70001  Aluminum File Handle w/6 Mini Needle Files  £15.65  
SMS70005  Pin Vise with 6 Assorted Drills w/Special  £14.85

The Small 
Shop Tools

RP TOOLZ

RPT8 Tool 8cm long Photo etch bender tool  £21.80 
RPT13 Tool 13cm long Photo etch bender tool  £27.25  
RPT18 Tool 18cm long Photo etch bender tool  £32.70  
RPTH Tool Handle bender tool  £27.25  
RPTHPD Tool Hexagonal Punch and die set  £59.95
RPTPD Tool Punch and die set  £72.70  
RPTR Tool Roller tool  £16.35 

Sales@HistorexAgents.com
£6.75

HISTOREX AGENTS have been established since 1967
With 46 years of trading we are one of the longest running 

Model Soldier Mail Order House's around today.

MSF534 1/35th Steppe - late summer with stones  £16.05  
MSF541 1/35th Embankment - Spring £14.20  
MSF542 1/35th Embankment - Early Summer  £14.20  
MSF543 1/35th Embankment - Late Summer  £14.20  
MSF551 1/35th Embankment - Spring with dry turfs  £14.20  
MSF600 1/35th Forest Floor - Basic  £13.30  
MSF601 1/35th Forest Floor - Spring  £17.90  
MSF602 1/35th Forest Floor - Early Summer  £17.90  
MSF603 1/35th Forest Floor - Late Summer  £17.90  
MSF610 1/35th Forest Floor - Pinewood  £16.05  
MSF620 1/35th Forest Floor - Blueberries  £17.90  
MSF630 1/35th Heathland  £17.90  
MSF712 1/35th Early Summer Stony Steppe  few stones  £17.00  
MSF713 1/35th Late Summer Stony Steppe few stones  £17.00  
MSF722 1/35th Early Summer Stony Steppe more stones  £17.00 
MSF723 1/35th Late Summer Stony Steppe more stones  £17.00  
MSF732 1/35th Early Summer Stony Steppe many stones  £17.00 
MSF733 1/35th Late Summer Stony Steppe many stones  £17.00  

model scene
Grass mats

 www.HistorexAgents.com

APML1  Model Laboratory 1 SdKfz 171 Panther G  £5.75 
APML2  Model Laboratory 2 Junkers 88 A-4  £6.70  
APML3  Model Laboratory 3 Tiger I "313" S .PZ.ABT.505  £5.75 
APML4  Model Laboratory 4: Great Battles. Kursk  £6.70  
APML5  Model Laboratory 5 Panzerjager Jagdtiger £5.75  
EMP3 BOOK Euro Modelismo Tanks in Russia 1941/42  £16.55
EMP4 BOOK Euro Modelismo Rarities Modelling Armoured £14.90 
EMP8 BOOK Euro Modelismo German Army Uniforms £34.70  
EMP13 BOOK Euro Modelismo STUG 3  £20.65 
EMP14 BOOK Sculpting Figures - Body Language  £14.05  
EMP15 BOOK Euro Modelismo Vignettes & Sceneries -  £30.15  
EMP16 BOOK Euro Modelismo Tanks in Russia Part 3  £16.55
EMP21 BOOK Tanks in Russia IV.  £18.25  
EMPDAK BOOK D.A.K. Deutsches Afrila Korps  £15.75
PAP1 BOOK Panzer Aces Profiles 1 - Guide to camouflage £16.25
PANZ41 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 41  £8.95 
PANZ42 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 42  £8.95 
PANZ43 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 43  £8.95  
PANZ44 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 44  £8.95  
PANZ45 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 45  £8.95  
PANZ46 BOOK Panzer Aces Issue 46  £8.95  

ART01 Art Of Modelling Issue 01 £7.95
ART02 Art Of Modelling Issue 02 £7.95
ART03 Art Of Modelling Issue 03 £7.95
ART04 Art Of Modelling Issue 04 £7.95
ART05 Art Of Modelling Issue 05 £7.95
ART06 Art Of Modelling Issue 06 £7.95

SMH-FM1   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling 1  £13.95 
SMH-FM2   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  2  £13.95  
SMH-FM3   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  3  £13.95  
SMH-FM4   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  4  £13.95  
SMH-FM5   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  5  £13.95  
SMH-FM6   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  6  £13.95 
SMH-FM7   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  7  £13.95  
SMH-FM8   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  8  £13.95
SMH-FM9   Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  9  £13.95
SMH-FM10 Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  10  £13.95
SMH-FM11 Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  11 £13.95
SMH-FM12 Scale Model Handbook - Figure Modelling  12  £13.95

SMH-DM1   Scale Model Handbook - Diorama Modelling 1  £27.95

MMIR57 BOOK Military Miniatures in Review 57  £7.95  
MMIR58 BOOK Military Miniatures in Review 58  £7.95  
MMIR59 BOOK Military Miniatures in Review 59  £7.95  
MMIR88GUN BOOK The Eighty Eight  £15.65  
MMIRAA28 BOOK Allied Axis The Photo Journal of WWII  £12.95  
MMIRAA29 BOOK Allied Axis The Photo Journal of WWII  £12.95  
MMIRCHURCH BOOK The Churchill,  £15.85  
MMIRCHURCH2 BOOK The Churchill Pt.2,  £15.85  
MMIRHW BOOK Visual History: Heavy Wreckers  £15.85  
MMIRSOS1 BOOK Son of Sherman Vol.1 - softcopy  £38.00  
MMIRSTAGH BOOK The Staghound A Visual History  £15.85  

MILITARY 
MINIATURES
in Review

TA01r BOOK TANKART Vol. 1 WWII German Armor  £26.65 
TA02 BOOK TANKART Vol. 2 - WWII Allied Armor  £19.95 
TA03 BOOK TANKART Vol. 3 - Modern Armor  £26.65
TA04 BOOK TANKART Vol. 4 WWII German Armor  £ TBA

 See our new videos 
www.HistorexAgents.com/video

Please mention "Scale Military Modeler” when replying to this advert
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Watch “How To use RP Toolz”
 videos on our website
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2703 120mm British Commando WWII  £22.60    
2704 1/35th USAAF WWII Service Area Acc  £24.85    
2705 1/35th Point Blank Panzernest  £18.85    
2706 1/32nd USAAF WWII Refueling Unit  £21.85    
2707 1/35th Grille - Ammo - Stowage - Crew - DML Kit  £24.85    
2708 1/35th Panzerwerk Milling Machine  £17.30    
2709 1/32nd Flight Deck 'Mule' Hot Air Tractor  £27.90    
2710 1/35th SIG 33 Ammo/Cases  £11.30    
2711 120mm Greek Slinger  £20.35    
2712 1/35th Marder III Crew - Ammo - Stowage  £24.85    
2714 1/32nd USN Carrier Fire Tractor  £30.15    
2715 1/35th Recon. Iraq/Afghanistan  £12.80    
2716 1/35th Gantry Crane  £32.40    
2717 1/35th Cobblestone Street/Road Curve Fits  £12.80    
2718 1/35th Middle Eastern War Loot  £16.55    
2719 1/35th T-72 Engine Compartment ( Tamiya )  £30.15    
2720 1/35th Point Blank T34/85 Turret ( Dragon )  £18.85    
2721 1/32nd USN Carrier Electric Power Cart  £24.10    
2722 1/35th M1151 Stowage/Crew  £22.60    
2723 1/35th IDF M51 Sherman Crew - Ammo - Stowage  £24.85    
2724 1/32nd Utility and Nitrogen Carts USN Carrie  £24.85    
2725 1/35th SDKFZ 7/2 3.7 Flak Crew - Ammo - Stowage  £24.85    
2726 1/35th German Light Mortar Crew  £12.80    
2727 1/35th Point Blank T 72 Turret ( Tamiya )  £20.35    
2728 1/35th M24 Chaffee Engine & Compartment  £24.85    
2730 1/35th Point Blank Panther G ( CyberHobby )  £24.85    
2731 1/35th M113 Full Interior (Academy)  £27.90    
2732 1/35th M24 Chaffee Stowage Ammo Crew  £24.85    
2733 120mm British Infantry Zulu War  £20.35    
2734 1/35th M21 Motar Stowage Ammo Crew  £22.60    
2735 1/35th M24 Chaffee Interior ( Bronco )  £26.40    
2736 1/35th 15cm Nebelwerfer Ammo - Crew - Gear  £22.60    
2737 1/32nd Airbase / Carrier Used Oil Carts  £22.60    
2738 1/35th Cable Reels  £24.85    
2739 1/35th Duster Crew Ammo Stowage  £24.85    
2740 1/35th Duster Interior (Drivers)  £22.60    
2741 1/35th T55 Turret Point Blank  £21.85    
2742 1/35th Luftwaffe Fuel Drum Trailer  £24.10    
2743 1/32nd A-7D Corsair II Radar Avionics (Trumpeter)  £20.35    
2744 120mm Chopper Crew Vietnam  £18.85    
2745 1/32nd A-7D Corsair II Full New Cockpit (Trumpeter)  £21.85    
2746 1/35th Mid-East Pick-Up Stowage-Crew  £24.10    
2747 1/35th German 75 mm PaK Crew-Ammo-Gear  £24.10    
2748 1/35th SWS Ammo - Crew - Stowage  £24.85    
2749 120mm Recon Vietnam  £18.85    
2750 1/32nd Floodlight - Generator Cart Airbase  £26.40    
2751 1/32nd Generator - Gas Turbine EPU Airbase  £27.90    
2752 1/35th Fallschirmjager at Casino Vignette  £26.40    
2753 1/35th Shermans WWII Crew-Ammo-Stowage £24.10    
2754 1/35th Panzerwerk Heavy Factory Lathe with Figure  £45.25    
2755 120mm British Para WWII  £18.85    
2756 1/32nd Airbase Compressor (Markings not Included)  £21.85    
2757 1/35th Burn! WWII Vignette  £24.10    
2758 1/32nd Bomb Trailer with Snakeeyes  £24.85    
2759 120mm German WWII Tank Gunner  £22.60    
2760 1/35th 105 Howitzer Vietnam Ammo-Crew-Gear  £24.10    
2761 1/35 Point Blank Char B1 Bis (Tamiya)  £18.85    
2762 120mm German Officer WWII Whermacht  £18.85    
2763 1/35th 105mm Howitzer M101 WWII Crew-Ammo £29.40    
2764 1/35th Fire Base Charly Base, Ammo, Gear, Figures  £44.10    
2765 120mm British Chindit Burma WWII  £20.35    
2766 1/35th Nebelwerfer Base Ammo Crew Gear  £37.70    
2767 1/35th Battle for Berlin Panther Dug-In  £74.70    
2768 1/35th 75mm Pak Gear-Ammo-Crew-Base  £52.80    
2769 1/35th 88mm Flak/Pak Crew-Ammo-Gear  £26.40    
2770 1/35th KVI Ehkranami Point Blank  £18.85    
2771 120mm Jungle Recon Vietnam  £18.85    
2772 1/35th M109 A2's Gear Ammo Crew  £24.85    
2773 1/35th German T34 Turret Bunker-Figures- £49.00    
2774 1/32nd Luftwaffe Repair Section  £24.85    
2775 120mm British Red Devil Sniper  £20.35    
2776 1/35th Camping Grounds Germany WWII Tankers  £24.85    
2777 120mm Navy Seal Vietnam  £20.35    
2778 1/35th Panzerwerk Repair Shop  £26.40    
2779 1/35th Camping Ground US WWII Infantry  £24.85    
2780 1/35th Homeland Defense Vignette  £26.40    
2781 1/35th US WWII Field Workshop  £24.85    
2782 1/35th Ruined Fachwerhaus  £24.85    
2783 1/35th Diorama Base 13x13 CM  £27.90    
2784 1/35th US Iraq Surge  £13.55    
2785 1/16th German 37mm Flak  £75.45    
2786 1/35th Cleaning House Iraq Vignette  £26.40    
2787 1/35th Russian Tank Riders WWII  £13.55    
2788 1/16th Luftwaffe General WWII  £24.85
2789 1/16th RAF Fighter Pilot Battle of Berlin  £24.85   
2790 1/35th Covert Ops. Afghanistan  £13.55 
2791 1/16th German Infantry Officer WWII  £24.85   

 

£6.75
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I
have been going to the IPMS
Nationals now for more years
than I care to remember, and
it never ceases to amaze me
just how many people love

the hobby! Spread over three halls at
the Telford International Convention
Centre, ‘Scale Modelworld’ as it is
now known has gone from strength
to strength to strength, and it
gladdens my heart to see so many
enthusiastic modellers chewing over
the latest releases and being inspired
by what they see on the
competition tables and on the
various club stands that populate
the floorspace. Many I believe
thought that the emergence of the
‘electronic age’ with its X-Stations,
iBerry’s and Face-Tubes would
severely impact the world of plastic

modelling. Far
from it, in fact
the latter has
increased the
flow of information
now available to the modeller, and is
in fact adding to the overall ethos of
the hobby! So having again
witnessed the ravenous hoards of
modellers making their eager way
to, and through this years show, it
only reinforces my belief that this
hobby has staying power, and as
such we can look forward with
confidence to its future.

Here at SMMI, we continue to
bring you the very best from the
world of armour modelling and
again we have a jam-packed issue
to bring you with contemporary
delights from Thomas Birzer, Pascal

Bausett, Robin
Gilby and Gijs

Van Iperen, not to
mention a superb SS-25 ‘Topol’

conversion from Keith Forsyth and
a ‘Leatherneck Patrol’ for Andy
Renshaw! As always with SMMI you
have a huge range and diversity of
articles and subjects,
almost twice as many as
you would find in other
magazines, so I hope you
continue to enjoy your
hobby with us!

Happy modelling

Andy Evans 
Editor
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6 Achzarit ‘Early Version’
IDF Armoured Support

Volume 44 Issue 525 December 2014
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Meng-Model

T
he Achzarit came about
from the need to
support troops in
heavily built-up areas.
The older M113’s in use

at the time were now deemed
unsuitable due to their thin armour,
and with a surplus of old captured T-

55 and T-54’s available a redesign of
these would produce a simple and
reasonable solution to the problem. The
turrets were removed and the chassis
adapted for troop carrying, and a newer
and more compact and powerful engine
was installed as well as a troop access
door at the rear. Add in some upgraded
armour and a defensive weapons set, and
a new armoured troop carrier was born!

The build kit starts with the
lower hull, which is highly detailed. Adding
the front armour and all the suspension,
attention now turned to the interior, which is
built-up from all the surrounding walls with
some minor details added. It’s a shame a full
interior isn’t included, but maybe one of the
aftermarket companies will fill this gap in the
near future. The rear access door was
secured into place, but was left movable as I
hadn’t decided how I was going to display
the finished mode at this point. With the
lower hull put to one side, work began on

the upper hull by adding all the vision ports. I
painted the back of each port black before
sealing the fronts with masking tape. The
armoured covers were then glued into place.
Following on from the vision ports the
multitude of hatches were added, as well as
the OWS weapons system and the armour on
the side walls. With these all in place the
upper and lower hulls were glued together,
after first undercoating the interior black so
that very little could be seen through the
upper hatches on the completed model.

With the two halves together a little filler
was required around the rear door. The
movable roof for the access corridor was
then temporally put in place - and now you
have to decide if you’re planning to have it
lowered or raised. The armour on the sides is
provided as etched items, which allows for
their delicate nature to be reproduced. I also
took a little time to add some new
bolt details to the etched

parts using a

punch and die
set, so that they
were are a little more
pronounced and would
look better when painted. I
also added the catch for the
rear door that sits in the upper
opening section using some plastic
card. The door control cable came from
the supplied etched parts. Work then
continued on the front of the hull,
completing the OWS weapons system and
adding the lights and towing cable system. I
originally built the tow cables using the
supplied nylon rope but later replaced this
with some copper wire. I also decided to
scratchbuild some new towing cable guides
on the front hull, as the kit-supplied ones
were a little under scale.

The kit wheels were built up as per the
instructions and I replaced the tracks with a
Friulmodel T-55 set. The tracks were then test
fitted and links added or removed until the
correct tension was achieved. With a lot of
the model now completed I decided to add a
mesh equipment basket at the rear, as this
can be seen in many of the reference

IDF Armoured
Support

Keith Forsyth builds the 1:35 Meng-Model Achzarit ‘Early Version’
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The vision blocks being installed

Achzarit ‘Early Version’

Kit Data
Achzarit ‘Early Version’
Manufacturer: Meng-Model
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: SS-003

With the access door

open and the ramp

down, the Achzarit kit

looks very effective

The interior

is built up from

all the surrounding

walls with some minor

details added
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pictures I had. This was
done by rolling out some

Magic Sculpt into a thin sheet
and cutting it into thin strips.

These strips were arranged so as to
create the mesh basket which was left

to dry, and as the Magic Sculpt began to
harden, the entire basket was carefully

positioned on the rear hull and allowed to droop
naturally, capturing the look of the real thing.

Additional strips were then added to show the loose
end of each piece and the affair was left for around forty-

eight hours to fully harden, then a little super glue was used to
keep it in position. Finally the machine gun was added, but not glued,

and the aerial mount adjusted so it angled toward the rear of the model.
With the build complete I moved onto the painting stage, and with so

many different mediums involved a good undercoat was essential, so
starting with a base gey I followed up with a coat of black. The rear access
section was sprayed white after I had masked off the surrounding areas. The
entire model then received a few very light coats of the new AK Interactive
Middle East War Set #AK564, using the AK791 IDF Sinai Grey 82 as the base
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A home-made

former helped

with the

Friulmodel tracks

Achzarit ‘Early Version’

You need to decide whether to have the

access door open or closed, and you

also get some very nice etch in the kit!
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shade which
produced the light
grey/green hue that I
was looking for. This was
my first time using these
paints and they were brilliant.
You do need to build the colour up in
thin layers, but it is well worth the extra time
and effort.

Following a layer of satin varnish a light
filter was added using sepia oil paint; this was
done over the entire model to help to age it
and add shadowing to the initial colour. Some
light scuff marks were then
applied with a sponge
around the rear
access

corridor and the hatches,
using black/grey acrylic paint.
Following this a pin-wash was
used on all the recessed panel
lines and around the bolt heads,
with any excess being cleaned up
with a small dry brush. The pin-wash
was then gently ‘pulled down’ from

the bolt heads to create a light
streaking effect, and this helped in

adding more depth to the model. 
To contrast the overall grey

colour all the handles etc were painted
red, after first picking them out in white.

Once dry a further pin-wash was applied.
Next up was to add a little dust effect. I had
decided early on I was going to try and show
some restraint with the finish on this model,
so I wasn’t going overboard with dust and
pigments. So starting with the upper hull I
used some of the new MIG Productions
weathering enamels especially ‘African Dust
Effect’ and small dots were randomly placed,

Achzarit ‘Early Version’

I scratchbuilt a rear basket using strips of Magic Sculpt More defined bolt heads were added using a punch and die set

I scratchbuilt some new towing cable guides on the front hull and swapped the kit-

supplied rope for some copper wire

I reworked the rear door catch

After a coat of grey primer and

a black pre-shade, the access

corridor was masked off…

…and

thin coats  of AK

Interactive AK791 IDF

Sinai Grey 82 were applied. A

pin-wash was used on all the recessed

panel lines and around the bolt heads
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and then working in small areas at a time
these were then gently blended in with a
brush and some thinner. The process was
then repeated to produce a very light but
natural looking dust effect, and in the areas
that sloped away, the pigment was drawn
down the sides for a better effect. The same
effect was carried out on the lower hull, over
which some darker streaking was added, and
some splatter effects were then applied using
various colours.

The wheels received light layers of dust
and this was again followed by some
splatter effects before they
were attached to the

model. The tracks were treated the same as
the model and then washed in a light sand
colour with a little pigment added so they
looked dusty once dry. The wheels
were masked off beforehand
and finally a piece of
sandpaper was run
over the raised

areas. The weapons systems were painted
and weathered in line with the rest of the
model, and some of the smaller bolt heads
were picked out with a lighter sand shade to
add interest. A light dust wash was run over
the tow cables and the ends had chipping
added to show wear and tear. To finish off
the model some identification banners and
registration marks were added to the sides.
The aerial was one of Accurate Armour's
superb carbon items, tied back with a
little thread and painted white which
again added some contrast. Fuel stains
were added where appropriate and
blended in the same as the original
dust effect.

Again Meng-Model has
released something that bit
different and it builds into a

decent kit straight-from-the-box,
but with a little extra effort it

can be made even better!

Achzarit ‘Early Version’
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The handles were painted red, after first picking them out in white

I used some of the new MIG

Productions weathering enamels,

especially ‘African Dust Effect’ to

add tonal variations

The wheels received

light layers of dust and

some splatter effects
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AFV Club

A
long with the United
States Army, Israel is a
major user the M109
Self-Propelled
Howitzer, and has

used the short barrelled M109 and the
latest long barrel versions. The M109
entered service with the IDF in the early
1970s, and saw action in its unmodified
state during the 1973 Yom Kippur War.
Early long barrel M109’s were known as

‘Rochev’ (Rider) and were
almost identical to

the standard US
M109A1 and A2. From
1992, the IDF has been
upgrading the vast
majority of their
‘Rochevs’ to a new SPH
known as ‘Doher’,
which is equivalent to
the US Army’s M109A6
Paladin. The main armament consists of a
155mm M178 cannon, two FN MAG roof
machine guns and electrically operated
travel lock, (known as ‘BiFoot’), which
means the barrel can be locked from
inside without exterior assistance, and an
External Auxiliary Power Unit (EAPU)

positioned in the right
hand turret basket. There is
also a higher shape to the
commander’s cupola with a
panoramic, telescope
ballistic cover. 

The AFV Club kit comes
on fifteen sprues with a
metal gun barrel, vinyl tracks

and a decal. The parts are well moulded and
fit nicely together. The Legend Conversion
Set is in a grey resin with two etched frets,
brass rod and wire. Construction begins with
the AFV Club kit and you need to assemble
the hull, the front and rear fixed suspension
arms (A11 & A12), then all the mobile arms,
so that you have the correct height for all

Pascal Bausset builds an IDF M109A2 using the 1:35 AFV Club kit and a

Legend Productions Conversion
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IDF M109A2 Howitzer

Doher in the D
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The Doher is
equivalent to

the US Army’s
M109A6 Paladin

IDF M109A2 Howitzer

Kit Data
M109A2 Howitzer
Manufacturer: AFV Club
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 35109

IDF M109 Doher Conversion Set
Manufacturer: Legend Productions
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin with etch
Kit Number: LF 1267

AFV Club M108-109 SPG T-136 Track
#AF35S23
Model-Miniature Merkava Concrete
Road Blocks #MM-R103
Bison Decals Vehicle Serial Numbers
#35057
Bison Decals M109  155mm Howitzer #
35055
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Desert
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IDF M109A2 Howitzer

Dry fitting for the main gun with the IDF specific travel lock 

The anti-skid strips being positioned

A view of the front engine hood with anti-skid strips now attached

Soldering the little brackets on the brass rod side bars 

The side bars in place with the cable and spare track

The barrel, after

masking and painting 

The baskets in place on the turret

The 155mm gun barrel ready to install, and note both the metal and plastic parts

D
O

H
ER

 IN
 T

H
E 

D
ES

ER
T

12

10-14-IDF-Doher-Mil-1214-SMMI_Z-SMMI-2011-Master.qxd  07/11/2014  15:38  Page 12



the suspension arms. In Stage 9 replace the
kit’s travel lock with the Legend one and you
will also need to put part Q19 in place before
for installing the new travel lock. With the
hull complete you now need to build the IDF
M109-specific anti-skid system. Don’t use
the etched parts from the Legend kit, as
they are totally inaccurate; instead replace
them with some 0.5mm x 0.5mm square
plastic strips. For positioning these strips I
used the picture coming on the Legend box,
and used the etched parts for the
dimensions. Then I put added plastic sprue
to simulate the weld marks.

Now continue building through Stage 10
to 15, and at Stage 10 forget the cable drum
(C18, C19, and C20) and fill the holes, as this
drum is located inside the turret on the
Doher, not on the rear door. Tracks can be
added at a later stage after painting; however,
the rear idler wheels need to be correctly
drilled to have correct mud evacuation holes.
Now you can build Stages 16 to 21 straight-
from-the-box, but leave the gun breech as
this is totally invisible when finished. When

assembling Stage 18, take care to get a good
alignment of parts D6, D7, D22 as if not, the
gun will not fit correctly. In Stage 22 you need
to adapt the panoramic telescope ballistic
cover with a new part from the Legend set,
and forget Stages 23 to 26 as this is specific
for the US Army M109A2. 

The turret’s rear compartment door needs
to be replaced with the resin one from
Legend and you need to add two boxes on
the left-hand rear basket. Detailing the
roof at Stage 27 is just like for the US
version, just don’t use the M2 barrel
(part Q14) as there is no HB M2 gun
on the Doher. Using the resin parts
for the turret is easy, and there
are the usual casting blocks to be
removed, and some of these are
quite substantial requiring care
when removing them.  Positioning
the large rear tarpaulin will need some
care, and when in place, I used some
Green Stuff to add some of the missing
volume. The front baskets can then be
glued into place and their details painted in
before putting adding the mesh grille. After
they are painted, you can add an
identification panel made from 0.5mm
plasticard. I replaced the vinyl tracks with a
set from AFV Club, and although time

IDF M109A2 Howitzer
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The large rear tarpaulin at the rear is well moulded

but needed some adjustment 

A view of the rear of the turret. The EPU metal support,

raised rear lights and commander’s turret cupola in

place
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consuming to prepare, they are
more than worth the effort, and to

simulate the M109-specific sag, I
glued the tracks onto road wheels using
Micro Kristal Klear glue, and then painted
and weathered them later. 

Now onto the painting stage and here I
used Lifecolor IDF Sand Grey 1982 as I prefer
it to the new version because the colour is
greyer than the newer one. Then I added a

pin-wash to the
entire vehicle using AK
Interactive dark washes, with
random lighter washes for good
measure.

There are a lot of decals that need to be
applied to the model, and I used two sets
from Bison Decals #35055 and #35057 for the
registration plate at the front of the vehicle
and for the numbers on the two rear
mudguards. A second registration plate is
normally situated on the rear left side of the
hull, but is completely hidden by the left
spade when in the high or travel position. 

For this kit I decided to use a base made
from a simple piece of cardboard. I created
the concrete by adding one of Verlinden’s
printed sheets - now sadly out of production.
The grass came from the Green Line range
and was attached using Microscale Kristal
Klear in random places. The concrete road
blocks were Model Miniature, and to give
them their final look I used Tamiya Diorama

Texture Paint # 87110 and then painted them
with Citadel acrylics.

I have wanted to build a ‘Doher’ for many
years, and Legend gave me the chance to easily
adapt the excellent AFV Club M109A2.

The base was a piece of card with a Verlinden printed

sheet, Green Line vegetation and Model Miniature

Concrete Blocks

The travel lock temporally in place, with the

electrical cable made from soldering wire

waiting to be cut to the right length

The ‘business end’ of the Doher
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IDF M109A2 Howitzer

The wooden tools were painted with yellow ochre oil

paint and the speed radar front (in white) would be

painted later using a brownish yellow 

The finished

turret with

decals added
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HobbyBoss
Soviet BA-10 Armoured Car
Manufacturer: HobbyBoss
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 83840

Price: TBC

Soviet T-35 Heavy Track Set
Manufacturer: HobbyBoss
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded 
Kit Number: 81011
Price: TBC

German
Sd.Kfz.222
Leichter
Panzerspähwagen 
Manufacturer:
HobbyBoss
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic
injection moulded
with etch
Kit Number: 83815
Price: TBC

Soviet T-26 Light
Tank
Manufacturer:
HobbyBoss
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic
injection moulded
with etch
Kit Number: 82497
Price: TBC

On the Side

Trumpeter
New for 2015
Trumpeter has announced three new kits for
early 2015

Russian T62 Mod 1960 Tank (New Variant)
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 01546
Price: TBC

Russian BRDM2RKhb NBC (Nuclear Biological
Chemical) Vehicle (Early)
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 05513
Price: TBC

Czech T72CZM4 Main Battle Tank
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 05595
Price: TBC

Available Now

Russian TOS-1 24 Barrel Multiple Rocket Launcher
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 05582
Price: TBC

T-64BV Mod 1985
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 05522
Price: TBC

PLA Navy Type 051C Air Defence DDG
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:200
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 03619
Price: TBC

German 3.7cm FlaK 43 Flakpanzer IV 'Ostwind'
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 01520
Price: TBC

German 37mm Flak 43 Zwilling
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic
injection
moulded with
etch
Kit Number:
02347
Price: TBC
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Modellers’ Marketplace

Sponsored By
Creative Models

www.creativemodels.co.uk
T: 01354 760022
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Takom
Japanese Made SUV
Manufacturer: Takom
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 02007
Price: TBC

Russian KV-5 Soviet Super Heavy Tank
Manufacturer: Takom
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 02006
Price: TBC

German Civilian Car w/Gas Rockets
Manufacturer: Takom
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 02005
Price: TBC

On the Side

Takom
St Chamond French Heavy Tank
Manufacturer: Takom
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 02002
Price: TBC

Sponsored by Creative Models www.creativemodels.co.uk
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MiniArt
Sitting Passengers 1930’s and 1940’s
Manufacturer: MiniArt
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 38006
Price: TBC

Pz.Kpfw.III Ausf C
Manufacturer: MiniArt
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 35166
Price: TBC

Trumpeter
Available Now
T-62 ERA Model 1972 Iraq
Manufacturer: Trumpeter
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 01549
Price: TBC

GAZ-AAA with Quad M4 Maxim
Manufacturer: MiniArt
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 35177
Price: TBC
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An Iraqi

Enigma
Armour Workshop
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Armour Workshop

Tamiya

T
he unique armoured boxes in the kit are moulded in
complete sections for the sides, front hull and rear turret.
However, looking at my reference photographs these
boxes never seem really perfectly aligned, and the
moulded parts also missed the pronounced weld seams.

So instead of reworking these parts, I opted for the Add On Parts
Conversion Set to replace them. The casting on this set is
excellent, with no real issues to contend with, and all you need to
do is remove the parts from the casting blocks and install them.

Other details like clamps, smaller fittings and the engine mesh came
from an Eduard Set and the kit barrel was replaced with the Aber
offering. Besides the commercial update sets I also added some

scratchbuilt items and the external fuel cells received some
extra detailing with new fuel lines, handles and

brackets. The turret also received some
additional texturing and casting

numbers from Archer were
added. Staying with

the turret I

thinned the edges of the searchlight covers as I wanted to
model them open. The commander’s machine gun also had some
extra details from the aforementioned Eduard set and an open
ammunition box from Voyager.

Using brass and soldering wire I added cables and remade the
brush guards for the headlights as the kit parts are a bit out of scale.
Even though the kit's vinyl tracks are not terrible I replaced them
with ones from Friul as these have
better details, and you get the
correct track sag. With
the construction
complete the
model was
carefully

Jan-Willem Fischer super

details the 1:35 Tamiya kit.

This is basically the tried and

tested Tamiya T-55 kit, with

additional parts for the Iraqi ‘Enigma’ version,

and although the basic kit is quite excellent,

there are always areas that could use some

attention and extra detailing.

Iraqi Tank T-55 ‘Enigma’
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded
Kit Number: 35324

T-55 Enigma Update Set
for Tamiya
Manufacturer: Add On Parts
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35-0009-B 

T-55 Enigma Details
Manufacturer: Eduard
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Etched brass
Kit Number: 36244

T-54/55/62
Manufacturer: Friul Model
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: White metal
Kit Number: ATL-01

Russian D-10T 100mm
Tank Barrel for T-55
Manufacturer: Aber
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded
Kit Number: 35L-007

I opted for

the Add On

Parts Conversion

Set seen here in grey

resin
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I used the ‘black and

white technique’ to

ensure I did not get

a too monotone

looking finish
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For dust effects MIG

Productions pigments

were added

Armour Workshop

The base

colour looked

a little harsh, but

this would be toned down

during the further weathering steps

The external fuel

cells received some

extra detailing with new

fuel lines, handles and

brackets

Using a mix of Tamiya Desert Yellow and Buff I

made the sandy coloured mix for the main shade

Using a small pointed brush, chips

and scratches were painted on

The dustcover for the barrel

and the insides of the

hatches were then detailed

Exhaust stains were added using dark brown and black pigments 
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washed to get rid of any dust and finger
marks before applying a grey primer coat.
Because this was going to be a single-
coloured vehicle I used the ‘black
and white technique’ to ensure I
did not get a too monotone
looking finish. 

Then using a mix of
Tamiya Desert Yellow
and Buff I made the
sandy coloured mix
for the main shade. Too this I
added some Tamiya clear and
tinned this down to a ratio of
about 30:70 with Tamiya
lacquer thinner. This mix was

then carefully applied in
numerous thin layers so as
not to lose the ‘black and
white’ effect. With the base
colour on it looked a bit
harsh, but this would be
toned down in further
weathering steps. A heavy
wash was then made using
Raw Umber oil paint thinned
with turpentine and brushed
all over the model. This was
left to dry for about an hour

before removing the excess with cotton
buds. To further enhance some of the
details I used AK Interactive’s Wash for
German Yellow. 

With the washes dry the model was then
given a dull coat, before I began the
chipping. Then using Vallejo paints I mixed a

slightly lighter shade than the base colour.
Using a small pointed brush the chips and
scratches were painted onto the model and
over this some Vallejo Chocolate Brown was
applied to finish. Running down from the
chips and fittings some dirt and rust streaks
were then added using various shades from
AK Interactive. The dustcover for the barrel
and the insides of the hatches were painted
as well, and to ensure everything dried to a
dead flat finish, a few drops of Tamiya
matt was added to the paint. 

For the dust effects MIG Productions
pigments were added, and then using

a large flat brush loaded with
fixer thinned down

with turpentine the
pigment was
worked over the
model. One dry, more

loose pigment was
applied in selected
areas with a brush
and then rubbed in.

Exhaust stains were then
added using dark brown and

black pigments and then using
thinned Tamiya Smoke, fuel spills

and other liquid stains were applied.  
The Friul tracks were first cleaned and

then chemically treated before getting a
heavy Raw Umber wash. Next some AK
Interactive Track Wash was applied. The dust
build-up was made by placing pigment onto
the tracks and working this in with a large
brush loaded with pigment fixer. Before this
dried the pigment slurry was removed from
the contact areas, and when fully dry some
graphite powder was rubbed onto the
contact areas, as well as on the drive
sprockets, to simulate exposed metal.

To add a bit more visual interest I added a
few oil cans and some spent shell casings on
the fenders, as well as covering on the end of

the barrel. This is something that I’ve seen
in reference images of tanks in desert
areas. And after a further tidy-up my

‘Enigma’ was complete! 
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Armour Workshop

After a further tidy-up my

‘Enigma’ was complete

A empty drinks can also added a touch of colour

To add a bit more visual interest I added a few oil cans and some spent shell
casings on the fenders

The Friul tracks were

first cleaned and then

chemically treated before

receiving a heavy Raw

Umber wash
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T
he TPz Fuchs is a six-wheeled
Armoured Personnel Carrier that
has been in production since 1979.
The vehicle performs well over all
terrain due to its six-wheel drive,

high ground clearance and rear mounted
propellers which enable it to operate in
water. The Fuchs can be configured as a
Troop Transport, Bomb Disposal or Nuclear,
Biological and Chemical vehicle. This
example sports a sand and brown
camouflage and is modelled as an
ambulance as used in Afghanistan.

Tank Workbench
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The Tank
Workbench Series

The suspension is assembled from many parts and is very detailed. I varied from the instructions by making one

axle assembly at a time

The suspension

detail looks great

once complete

TPz Fuchs

Afghan Fox

The water screws are extremely tiny, so take care

when assembling as they are easily lost!
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All the tools were separately applied

Tank Workbench

Kit Data
TPz1 Fuchs 
Manufacturer: Revell
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 03018

www.revell.de/en
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A base colour of Lifecolor Sand was applied…

...and then a lightened coat of Sand was applied to the

upper panels to simulate light and shadow…

This is the twenty-third article in this

series sponsored by Revell, where we

guide you through building and painting

one of their 1:72 or 1:35 kits. Here Leigh

Jones takes you step-by-step through constructing and

painting their 1:35 TPz1 Fuchs A4, and in addition to this, you

can also enter our exclusive Revell competition to win a TPz1

Fuchs A4 and build along with us. 

Vallejo Liquid Mask was applied to

the windscreen before painting

Each wheel is a multi-part assembly which creates a great finish
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Sponsored by

Tank Workbench

Build Along with Revell

S
MMI, in conjunction with Revell
is giving you the chance win
one one of their 1:35 TPz1
Fuchs kits, as featured in our
‘Tank Work-Bench’ article.

This gives you a unique opportunity
read how how the Revell TPz1 Fuchs is built and painted, and
then have the chance to own the same kit and ‘build along’
following Leigh Jones’s guidelines!

So, for your chance to ‘Build Along With Revell’ and win a
TPz1 Fuchs to work with, just answer this simple question: 

What does the ‘TPz’ in ‘TPz Fuchs’ stand for?

A)  Transportpanzer   
B)  Transportplayer             
C)  Transportpersonnel

Competition Rules
Employees/volunteers working for SAM Publications Ltd, Revell and associated companies or their families are not permitted to enter. Entries are limited to one

per person/household. No correspondence will be entered into. The judges’ decision is final. Winners’ names will be published in a future edition of Scale Military
Modeller International. All entries must reach Media House by 19th December 2014, when the prize draw will take place.

COMPETITION

TPz1 Fuchs competition
Scale Military Modeller Magazine
SAM Publications Ltd.
21 Kingsway, Bedford. MK42 9BJ. Bedford

or email: clare@sampublications.com

Send your answers to...

Revell model kits are available from all good
toy and model retailers. For further
information visit:

www.revell.de/en

A Vallejo acrylic wash was applied

over vents, grilles and panel lines,

and the colourful ambulance decals

were added on after a gloss coat

...and this was followed by camouflage Brown, airbrushed on The details were hand painted in
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Tamiya

F
inland, not a country generally
associated with armoured
warfare, yet in 1943, they
bought some thirty StuG III
Ausf. Gs from Germany to

replace their ageing stock of
captured and modified Soviet
vehicles. A further twenty-
nine were bought the
following year, and these
vehicles were used to great
effect to beat off Soviet
attacks. The Finns dubbed the
vehicles ‘Sturmi’ and
modified them by fitting
captured Soviet DT machine
guns and a large rear
stowage box. Later, they
added bolt-on armour to the lower hull,
and used concrete and logs to improve
protection around the superstructure.

Tamiya has recently released a kit of one of
the first thirty ‘Sturmis’ based, as you might
expect, on their existing German StuG III Ausf.
G kit and includes decals and a sprue of
additional parts to build an early or up-
armoured ‘Sturmi’. The parts include

additional armour plate, logs, concrete
sections, a DT machine gun, the large

stowage box, a new gun barrel with a
different pattern muzzle brake, and a
three-quarter figure for the commander.
Tamiya’s StuG III Ausf. G has been around
since the 1990s, and is beautifully
engineered, and my example went
together without a hitch and you

only need decide whether to build
the early or late variant. I chose
the late, since this one better
shows off the ‘Sturmi’s’ unique
features.

The vehicles all wore a hard-
edged three-tone camouflage of
green, red-brown and grey and I
decided to use the ‘reverse-

masking’
method to

paint the
model. So after

undercoating it with
Model Master #1745 White
as a base coat I applied
some Model Master
#1721 Medium Grey. I
then masked-off the
areas of the model which should remain Grey
using some Blu-Tac ‘sausages’, and I then
sprayed the model with the second colour,
Model Master #30117 Red Brown. I the used
more Blu-Tac to mask off the Brown areas,
making sure not to disturb the existing
masks, and sprayed the remaining unmasked

areas with Model Master #1713 Medium
Green. When the masks were removed,

the result was a hard-edged
camouflage scheme, which
appeared to have been applied in
the opposite order to the way I
had painted it. Then I coated the

entire model in Johnson’s ‘Klear’
floor polish, and applied the decals.

Another coat of Klear sealed the
decals, and gave the model a

Airbrush Armour
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Model Master #30117

Red Brown

Model Master #4709 Tan

Model Master #1713

Medium Green

Model Master #1721 Medium

Grey

Nordic Style

Sturmgeschutz
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Again, the brown areas were masked

off before a final coat of

Model Master 1713

Medium Green

tough, shiny surface for the next stage; a
pin-wash of oil paints. I wanted the model to

look reasonably clean and neat, so I finished
off with a simple mist coat of

Model Master #4709 Tan, to tie
all the colours together and
give the impression of
dust. 

This is a slightly obscure
subject, but an interesting
one and it’s clear that

Tamiya are trying to
maximise the usage of

existing moulds, and that this
subject gave them the

opportunity to release a ‘new kit’
by adding an extra sprue and some

Finnish decals. So if you like StuG’s,
but you want to build something that’s

just that bit different, it’s worth a look.

www.testors.com

Airbrush Armour

Using an Airbrush is one of the most effective

methods of applying camouflage and weathering

to your model. In this series, sponsored by Testors, we hope to provide

you with both inspiration and information on how

to produce both simple and complex effects. In

this feature, Jim Chandler adds a colourful

camouflage scheme to the 1:35 Tamiya StuG III

Ausf. G ‘Finnish Army’

StuG III Ausf. G ‘Finnish Army’ 
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 35310

Kit Data

The next colour

added was Model Master

#30117 Red Brown

The Airbrush 
Armour Series 

The finished model looks quite different

to a German StuG, and the  additional

armour of logs and concrete, and the rear

stowage box make this a distinctly Finnish machine
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The first coat for the camouflage was Model Master

#1721 Medium Grey, and this was followed by some

Blu-Tac ‘sausages’ to mask-off the grey areas

When the masks were removed,

the result was a hard-edged

camouflage scheme, which

appeared to have been applied in

the opposite order to the way I

had painted it
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Dragon

D
uring the Iraq War of 2003,
the M1 Abrams served as the
Main Battle Tank of the US
military, and whilst the M1A2
SEP was a highly modernised

version of the Abrams with electronics
improvements and such, the US military
found that it now faced a new threat, namely
during close-quarter urban situations with
weapons such as RPG’s, IED’s, mines and
other hand-held weapons. So ‘Tank Urban
Survival Kits’ or ‘TUSK’ were developed to
counter such threats, and the original ‘TUSK I’
added block-shaped reactive armour to the
tank sides as well as an anti-mine underplate,
additional M2 heavy machine gun above the
main gun, and shields for the loader. The
‘TUSK II’ upgrades further added shields for
the commander and brought the distinctive
tile-shaped reactive armour, although this was
not fitted to all M1A2 SEPs. 

For this build I used the Dragon M1A2 SEP,
and added a host of detail parts from the
excellent Voyager M1 SEP TUSK II set. The
tracks came courtesy of Bronco and I drilled

them out to better represent the ‘real thing’.
I also added a scratchbuilt copper sheet
damaged fender. I used some fine textured
paint to represent the anti-slip coating and
the entire model was airbrushed with AK
Interactive AK-122 Modern US Sand, and then
had a weathering wash of AK Interactive AK-
121 – OEF and OIF Vehicles Wash, with some
subtle chipping using Tamiya XF-64. The
tracks were painted with Tamiya XF-84 and
XF-85, and then washed with MIG Productions
Light Rust. This produced a very realistic and
pleasing finish to quite a menacing looking
machine!

Urban

Ranger
Jason Yu adds his distinctive style to the 1:35 Dragon M1A2 SEP 

with TUSK II, with Voyager detailingU
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The kit builds
into a realistic,

manacing
looking machine

M1A2 SEP with TUSK II

Kit Data
M1A2 SEP
Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 3536

M1A1 SEP TUSK II
Manufacturer: Voyager
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Etch brass and metal
Kit Number: 35005
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M1A2 SEP with TUSK II
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M1A2 SEP with TUSK II
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Passion
Models
Guns for Sale!
P35-102 1:35 6 Pdr for WW1
British MK IV Tank (Set of Two)
P35-103 1:35 Front Portion of Lewis
MG Cooling Shroud (Set of Three)
P35-104 1:35 Front Portion of Lewis MG
Cooling Shroud (Set of Five)
P35-105 1:35 37mmBarrel for Panzer
35(t) (for Bronco/SKP Kit)

www.passionmodels.jp

Hauler
New etched detailing sets
HLX48348 – SU-152 Basic Set (Bronco)
HLX48349 – SU-152 Engine Mesh (Bronco)
HLX48350 – SU-152 Fenders (Bronco)
HLX48351 – SU-152 Engine (Bronco)
HLX48352 – Russian Light Tank T-70 Early
HLX48353 – Russian Light Tank T-70 M
HLS48015 – TATRA-805 Ambulance

www.hauler.cz

Leopard
Worshop
New from this source are
several different 1:35 wheel types
for national variations of the
Leopard 1, 
LW001-1 - Leopard 1 ‘Type 1’ with Angular
Inner Rim
LW002 - Leopard 1 ‘Type 2’ with Curved
Inner Rim
LW006 - Leopard 1 Spare Wheels
LW007 - Leopard 1 Bolted Wheels
LW010 - Leopard 1 Suspension Upgrade
Set
LW011 - ‘Export’ Leopard 1 Suspension
Set

www.leopardclub.ca/workshop

NH Detail
72-038 1:72 VOMAG 7 or 660 with 8.8 cm
FlaK detailing Set for Roden kit

www.scalemodels-bg.com/nhdetail

On the Side

XXX • XXX
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As always it is our intention to provide
our readership with the most up-to-date
and comprehensive survey of the
industry and its impending releases as
we can supply in print, and to this end
we rely largely on contributions and and
information recieved from outside
sources. In the interests of accuracy,
SMMI invites all manufacturers and
producers of kits, accessories,
conversions, decals and books to keep us
informed of their current and proposed
future releases, and let us have this
information, along with any high
resolution images, and we will be glad to
include them. Bearing in mind the more

the information supplied, the more
column space their products will occupy
in the SMMI News Section. Any press
releases, news updates, product details
and bulletins should be sent direct to the
Editor at
andyevans@sampublications.com for
inclusion in the earliest possible issue of
the magazine.
As ever there are plenty of new products
around to edify and excite, so without
further ado….here is the news!

Gary Hatcher

SMMI
CENTRE

Vision Models
VA9003 1:35 IJA Type 97 'Chi-Ha' Medium
Tank Workable Track Set 

www.passionmodels.jp

ET Modeller
Exceptional detailing in

1:35!
S35-016 - Pkw.1 Ausf.A Detail Set
ER35-106 – Stryker ICV
E35-222 – Stryker ICV
E35-224 - M2/M3 Bradley IFV
E35-219 - M3A3 Bradley w/BUSK III
EA35-106 – M60 Machine Gun

www.etmodeller.com
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Academy
1:35 - M36B1. This is the M36 90mm Tank-
Destroyer Turret mounted on the M4A3
(late) Sherman Hull. 

Also on offer are: 
13288 – U.S. Army M10 GMC
13279 – U.S. Army M36B1 GMC
13292 – R.O.K. Army K2000A1

www.academy.co.kr

VT Models
VT Models from the Czech

Republic have announced a
new 1:72 Weasel AWC and an

IS-2 Heavy Tank! 
www.vt-models.cz

On the Side

Brach Model
BM115 - 1:35 Carro Armato M13/40 3°Series 
BM116 - 1:35 Carro Armato M14/41 1°
Series 
BM117 - 1:35 Engine set
for M13/40 3° Series &
M14/41 1° Series

www.brachmodel.it
info@brachmodel.it

Military News
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Mr
Modellbau
MR-35438 – 1:35 Canvas Hood for Ford
V3000s/Ford Maultier (ICM)
MR-35431 – 1:35 Stowage and Tow
Cables for Mark IV Tank Male and Female
(Takom)
MR-35435 – 1:35 Crib Fascine for Mark IV
Tank (Takom)

www.mrmodellbau.com

Eduard
New ProfiPACK Sherman

716 – 1:35 M4A1 Sherman, - Tasca kit
and additional etched parts

www.eduard.com

AFV Club
A new 1:35 variant of the IDF Sho't

Kal is coming soon from AFV
Club, and is complete

with a battering ram! 

AF35277 - Sho't Kal
w/Battering Ram

www.afvclub.com
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Abteilung'
46 
Some unusual 1:72 resin

vehicles here with detailed
boiler and track assemblies.

The first two kits are available
now with the Sd.Kfz 325 out
soon.

AB72008 - Skoda 20t Dampfschlepper
AB72009 - Skoda 38D Dampfschlepper
Mod.1944
AB72007 - Panzerschlepper Sd.Kfz 325

www.abteilung46.pl.tl

LZ Models 
35446 Additional Bumper for Diamond T
35445 Italian Fuel Cans WWII

www.lzmodels.com

Komplekt Zip
35082 T 34-76 Tank-Turret
Mounting ‘A Series’

www.soga-miniatures.ru.com

On the Side

Voyager
Etch-a-plenty as usual from Voyager!
PE35655 Modern Russian T-80BVD (For
Trumpeter #05581)
PE35674 Modern German Fennek LGS - Dutch
Version (For Trumpeter #05533)
PE35714 WWII Russian T-30S Light tank (For
HobbyBoss #83824)
PE35720 Modern Russian BM-21 Grad Multiple
Rocket Launcher Late Basic (For Trumpeter
#01013)
VBS0214 Modern Israeli Sho't Kal Machine Gun
Set (For AFV #AF35267/AF35277)
PEA343 Clasps for Modern Russian Tanks (T-
64/T-80) (GP)
PEA344 Clasps for Modern Russian Tanks (T-
72/T-90) (GP)
PE35700 WWII US M26 Recovery Vehicle Basic Set
for Tamiya #35230/35244

PE35701 WWII US M26 Recovery Vehicle Cab
Interior for Tamiya #35230/35244
PE35702 WWII US M15 Trailer Development
Basic Set For Tamiya #35230
PEA347 WWII US M26 Recovery Vehicle
Additional Parts for Tamiya #35230/35244

PE35719 Modern Russian 2S3 152mm Self-
Propeller Howitzer Late Basic Set for Trumpeter
#05567
PE35721 WWII Soviet BA-10 Armored Vehicle Basic
Set for HobbyBoss #83840
PEA348 Modern strap Buckles (GP)
TE059 50cm Chains Set (GP)

www.voyagermodel.com
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Military News

Zvezda
3625 - Sd.Kfz.251/1 Ausf.B ‘Stuka zu
Fuss’
3545 - BT-7 Soviet Tank

www.zvezda.ru
www.hobbyco.net

Toro Model
72001 - 'Kubus' Improvised
Armoured Car

www.toro-model.home.pl
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Minor Models
New in 1:35
AVC35004 Crane for Light Truck
AVM35083 German WWII License Plates

www.minor-web.com

Takom
Here we have two 1:35 versions of the
German (VW) T3 Van 

2013 T3 Transporter Bus
2014 T3 Transporter Truck

www.takom-world.com

Dragon
1:35 Pz.Kpfw.III (Fl) Ausf.M w/Schurzen -
Smart Kit – en-route!

Plus
6736 – Pz.Kpfw.IV Ausf.D w/5cm L/60

www.drgon-models.com

04913 Hawker Hurricane Mk.I

04916 Messerschmitt Bf109EE

04916 Messerschmitt Bf109E

04912 Spitfire Mk.I

Visit our international web site at www.revell.eu
Revell GmbH, HP23 5AH.

Tel: 01442 890285. Email: ukbranch@revell.de
© 2013 Revell GmbH. A subsidiary of Hobbico, Inc.

All rights reserved. Trade enquiries welcome.

Available from branches of

and all good model stockists.

Also Available: 
04914 Hawker Typhoon Mk.IB
04915 Hawker Tempest Mk.V
04917 Focker Wulf Fw190-A8
04918 Junkers Ju87B Stuka
04919 Messerschmitt Me262A

04913 Hawker Hurricane M

PLASTIC MODEL KITS 

AT POCKET MONEY PRICES

Please reserve/deliver* a copy of Scale Military Modeller International on a regular basis,
commencing with the .......................................... issue

*delete as appropriate

Title/Mr/Mrs/Ms
First name: ........................................... Surname: ........................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

Postcode: ..............................................

Daytime Telephone No: ..............................................................
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FIGURE NEWS
Presented Andy Renshaw
Words are few this month as there
is so much to cram into these two
pages. The world of the military
figure modeller continues to be

vibrant, with new manufacturers
coming on stream and our
favourite players delivering

some quite outstanding full
figures and busts in all
scales. So withou further
ado here is this months
‘news’!

All 1:35 unless noted:

Hobby-Fan
HF-725 - M24 Chaffee Tank Crew -
First Indochina War

www.hobbyfan.com/en

Bravo 6  
B6-35108 US Tank Commander 1944-45
B6-35109 Tank Crewmen #2 1944-45
B6-35110 Tank Crewmen #3 1944-45
B6-35070 U.S. GIs Ham and Limas

ww.bravo6.diorama.ru

On the Side Masterbox
35130 – ‘Move, Move, Move!’ US Soldiers -
Operation Overlord 1944 - Seven Figure Set
35162 – ‘Let's Stop Them Here!’ German Military -
1945 - Six Figure Set
35176 – ‘The Price of War’ - European Civilian
1944-1945 with Bicycle

www.mbltd.info
www.creativemodels.co.uk

Black Dog
F35117 US Sniper
F35118 US Sniper with Binoculars
F35119 US Snipers Set
F35120 British Paratrooper #3
F35121 British Paratroopers #4
F35122 British Paratroopers Set 

www.blackdog.cz
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Figure News

Nuts Planet
B-009 Fallschirmjaeger 1:10 Bust

www.facebook.com/nutsplanet

Ellies Miniatures
Kriegsmariner 1940 – 1:10 Bust

www.elliesminiatures.com

Toro Models
35F62 - Finnish Voluntary Organisation
Member
35F63 - Air Mechanic Wearing Overalls and
Leather Jerkin
35F64 - RAF/PAF Bedford Driver
48F31 - Heavy Machine Gun wz.30 with Crew -
1:48 

www.toro-model.home.pl
Available from:
www.adalbertus.com

36-37-News-Fig-1214-SMMI_Z-SMMI-2011-Master.qxd  07/11/2014  15:53  Page 36



51 Studio
16001 Erwin Rommel 1942

www.51-studio.net

Best
Productions
BEST-75013The Crusader (with
three optional heads), 75mm
White Metal

www.bestsoldiershop.com

Mitches Military
Models
Trooper, Scots Greys, Waterloo 1815, 200mm Bust
US Airborne 1944, 120mm Full-Figure
New 1:9 Busts – ‘Market Garden Series’
Obergruppenfuhrer Wilhelm Bittrich
Lt. Colonel John Dutton Frost
General 'Jumpin Jim' Gavin
WWI Vickers MG Team – 120mm Set

www.mitchesmilitarymodels.co.uk

Irbis
Knight at the Crossroads, 75mm

www.irbis-miniatures.com

MMA
Cavalry of 28° Regiment ‘Cavalleggeri di Treviso’ -
WWI Italy 1916 – 54mm

www.ilmodellismo-fe.com
www.stormtrooperminiatures.co.uk

CGS Military
Figures
Inniskillen Dragoon 1815 – 1:9 Resin and White
Metal Bust
Black Watch 1815 - 200mm Figure
Coldstream Guard 1815 200mm Bust

www.cgsmilitaryfigures.co.uk

On the Side

37

AC Models
ACM 35011 - LRDG Crew

www.acmodels.co.nz

Dragon
Classics return - with
some welcome re-
releases!
6147 - 7.5cm
Leichtgeschutzw 40 w/Crew
6158 - Infantry, HG Division, Anzio 1944
6195 - Fallschirmjaeger Regiment (Sicily
1943)
6215 - Fallschirmjaeger 8cm Mortar Team
(Italy 1944)
6005 - German Fallschirmjaeger - Monte
Cassino 1944 (Four Figure Set)

www.dragon-models.com

Bronco Models
CB35206 - ’God’s Blessing’ 

www.cnbronco-model.com
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Alpine
Miniatures
It’s always good to see new releases

from Alpine as they are just so, so
good, and this time we have figures in
both 1:16 and 1:35 to enjoy! 

German Infantry with Pz.B 39
Manufacturer: Alpine Miniatures
Scale: 1:16

Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 16027
Price: TBC

German Panzer Crew #1
Manufacturer: Alpine
Miniatures
Scale: 1:16
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35181
Price: TBC

German Panzer Crew #2
Manufacturer: Alpine
Miniatures
Scale: 1:16
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35182
Price: TBC

German Panzer Crew #3
(Two Figure Set)
Manufacturer: Alpine
Miniatures
Scale: 1:16
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35183
Price: TBC

www.alpineminiatures.com

LZ Models
New from LZ are a pair of

new 1:35 civilian figures,
that will work very well in a
street scene. 
Middle-Europe Civilian WWII Era
Manufacturer: LZ Models
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35903
Price: TBC

Waiting Man WWII Era
Manufacturer: LZ Models
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35904
Price: TBC

www.lzmodels.com

White Metal
Spetsnaz
Officer of FSB Spetsnaz with GM-94
Manufacturer: ANT Miniatures
Scale: 200 mm
Kit Type: White metal
Kit Number: TBC
Price: TBC

www.ant-miniatures.ru
antonow.ant@mtu-net.ru

Figures in Focus

Arnhem Set
Manufacturer: Mitches Military Models
Scale: 1:9
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number:
Price: £25 each or £60 for all three.

Recently MMM has released several
‘themed’ sets featuring

busts of VC winners,
Congressional Medal of
Honour winners and Heroes
of the Soviet Union. Their
latest set ‘Arnhem Busts’
features Willy Bittrich,
Johnny Frost and Jim Gavin,
and they represent the
main forces involved in
Operation ‘Market Garden’,
the Arnhem battle. 

MMM released these
busts at Euro Militaire and
are unusually cast in cream resin as opposed
to the familiar grey version that is
synonomous with MMM. However, the usual
high standard of casting is not
compromised and the level of detail is as
expected very high. The sculpting was done
by Pavol Ovecka one of the resident sculpt

artists and he has managed to capture the
features of each personality with flawless
detailing and exceptional likenesses.

Thanks to Mitches Military Models for
the review samples.

www.mitchesmilitarymodels.co.uk

German Waffen SS Panzer Officer WWI
Manufacturer: young Miniatures
Scale: 1:10
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: YM1851
Price: TBC

This is a superb new release from Young,
and show a face full of character and a

uniform vibrant with colour!
www.young-miniatures.com
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New from Young Miniatures
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The Fusilier
‘Going Up the Line’ 
Manufacturer: The
Fusilier
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 54 
Price: £70

This set brings a
scene from

presumably winter 1917/18, and
has to be one of the most
evocative WW1 scenes currently
available. Six figures make up
this set with seven or eight
pieces making up each figure, each
figure is individual, with it’s own
character and equipment. Figure one
comes with a choice of heads, the only
one in the set, tin helmet or tam
o’shanter, he also carries a mess tin
hanging from his ruck sack. Figure Two
carries a pick axe – the right hand has
been cast with a circle of thumb and
fingers to insert the pick axe handle.
Figure three is carring a shovel and has his
right arm extended forward in a
purposeful manner. Figure four has his
head tucked down and his right hand is
steadying his rifle sling as he is avoiding
the weather. Figure Five is carrying a
flimsie fuel can and lastly figure six is the
most upright of the figures marching to
the front. Each figure has it’s own base –
a mud entrenched duck board that is
designed to interlink with each of the
others, the detailing is superb with the
contrast of wood grain and mud. Each
figure is also available separately but when
put together the scene is that of the grim
reality of ‘going up the line’ – the stark
image of six soldiers in a line with their
own thoughts about facing the enemy. 

Thanks to The Fusilier for the review
sample. 

stevewwarrilow@gmail.com

ICM
News in
from ICM has news
on two figures
sets, a World War 1
French set coming
and a Cold War
Russian figure set now available.

ICM Holding has announced a new
World War 1 figure set representing

the French in 1914. There is also an
update on a Russian figure set, the
Soviet Servicemen 1979-1991 is now
available. These two sets look to be very
useful figure sets, the French in a
diorama with one of the recent French
tank releases, and the Russian figures
posed in a GAZ.

35682 French Infantry 1914
35636 Soviet Army Servicemen 1979-
1991

On the SideWWI British
Machine Gun
Team 
Mitches Military

Models has
released a 120mm
WWI British Machine
Gun Team. This set
shows a well
detailed Vickers

heavy machine gun that served the
Allied forces throughout World War
One and World War Two.

www.mitchesmilitarymodels.co.uk
rossmitchel84@gmail.com

We have three new sets from Evolution
Miniatures to enjoy, and as ever the

casting and attention to detail is just
sublime. The Soviet rifleman is seventh
from their ‘Red Army in action’ series, while
Modern Russian is third in their ‘Little Green
Men’ series.

Red Army Rifleman, WWII #7
Manufacturer: Evolution Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35102

German SS Officers, WWII
Manufacturer: Evolution Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35103

Modern Russian Soldier, 2014 #3
Manufacturer: Evolution Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35104

www.evolution-miniatures.com

German Sniper Worlsd War II
Manufacturer: MAIM (Modern Armies in
Miniature)
Scale: 1:16
Kit Type: Cast resin Figure
Kit Number: 16007
Price: £26.99

This particular figure depicts one of the
most feared members of the

enemym, a German Army Sniper. This
particular figure is something of a
generic sniper – if such a term can be
used. This figure doesn’t wear any
particular fatigues and therefore can
be on any North European scene
whether Eastern or Western fronts.
The figure is cast by YS Studios and
the detail is crisp and deep, with nice
attention paid to the creases in the
fabric represented on the uniform.
The figure is cast in six pieces – head,
cap, torso, legs and rifle. The rifle is

very well done with superb detail around the
breach and bolt. The figure wears webbing
over his uniform with no jacket as such
denoting summer weather. This figure will
surely prove to be popular.

Thanks to Fields of Glory for the review
sample.

www.fieldsofglorymodels.co.uk
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Modern Armies in Miniature

Evolution Miniatures
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British Soldier
1990s
British Soldier 1990s
Manufacturer: Imperial Gallery
Scale: 120mm
Kit Type: White metal
Kit Number: TBC
Price: TBC

www.imperialgallery.co.uk

Soviet Airborne in Afghanistan, 1979-89
Manufacturer: ANT Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35-115 
Price: TBC

Spetsnaz FSB Gunner, Russia
Manufacturer: ANT Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35-116 
Price: TBC

Soviet Airborne in Afghanistan, 1979-89
Manufacturer: ANT Miniatures
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: 35-117 
Price: TBC

www.ant-shop.com

Trench Raiders!
WWI German Trench Raider 
Manufacturer: Model Cellar
Scale: 1:9
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: TBC
Price: TBC

WWI British Trench Raider
Manufacturer: Model Cellar
Scale: 1:9
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: TBC
Price: TBC

www.modelcellar.com

Up to now Stalingrad has made their name
with some wonderful 1:35 World War II

figures, but now they have turned their hand
to World War I with a superb series of British
figures. In all five figures have been
produced, three of which are previewed here
and a further two are available, or all five can
be purchased as one set. Individually we have:  

1101 - British Tank Crewman, WWI
1102 - British Tank Officer, WWI
1103 - British Tank Officer, WWI
1104 - British Tank Crewman, WWI
1105 - British Tank Crewman, WWI
or
1100 - British Tank Corps, WWI Big Set

These figures are cast in light grey resin,
and the attention to detail is simply

astonishing, and you
only have to look at
the lace detail on

#1102 to appreciate just how good these are.
Totally, and wholeheartedly recommended! 

Thanks to Stalingrad for the review
samples

www.stalingrad.diorama.ru

Figures in Focus

Stormtrooper
Miniatures
Lieutenant, Battalion Bombing Officer, 25th
Northumberland Fusiliers, (2nd Tyneside
Irish) 34th Div 1916
Manufacturer: Stormtrooper Miniatures
Scale: 90mm
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: SD90-01
Price: TBC

This is yet another stunning figure from
Stormtroopers, and sculpted by

Antonio Meseguer
Thanks to Stormtrooper Miniatures for

the review sample.
www.stormtrooperminiatures.co.uk

by Mark Dollery

RE
VI

EW
S

40

On the Side

WWI Figures from Stalingrad

More 1:35 contemporary
Soviets from ANT
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Revolution in Rome
Manufacturer: Ares
Mythologic
Scale: 1:10
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: Ares-BU05
Price: £36.50

Landsknecht with a Jug
Manufacturer: Chronos
Miniatures
Scale: 54mm
Kit Type: Cast resin

Kit Number: CHM-
54028
Price: £20.00

Fusilier, 23rd Royal Welsh
Fusiliers, AWI
Manufacturer: Artist Preservation
Group
Scale: 75mm
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: APG-75015
Price: £32.50

Grenadier,
Kingdom of
Sardinia - 1741-47
Manufacturer:
Chronos Miniatures
Scale: 54mm
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: CHM-
54029
Price: £20.00

El Greco are now
stockists of the
Origen Art range
Abdel Rashid
Manufacturer: Origen Art
Scale: 1:10
Kit Type: Cast resin
Price: £30.00

New from El Greco
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I
've talked before about IPMS being
more than just something that you
belong to. It is the sum of its parts
and the true value of the
organisation is in the contributions

that the grassroots members make to it.
You can get a lot from IPMS just by joining
and being a member – the regular
magazine, trade discounts, and free entry
to Scale ModelWorld and so on, but it's
quite a passive arrangement and it relies
on others delivering the Society to your
door. Being a member of a Branch or a
Special Interest Group (SIG) is one way that
many of our members choose to put
something back into the Society. Another
route is to volunteer your assistance to
help us run Scale ModelWorld each year, or
to contribute articles to the Magazine.
However large or small your contribution
might be, it adds to your satisfaction
about belonging to the organisation.

I spent about ten years enjoying the fact I
was a member of IPMS, belonging to my local
Branch and building a network of friends and
contacts across the modelling fraternity in the
UK and abroad. After a few years however, I
started to look at ways I could put something
back into IPMS. Instead of being a recipient of
those benefits, I wanted to be part of
delivering them. My chosen route was to join
the Executive Committee and be a part of the
strategic and decision-making apparatus to
guide and develop the Society into the future.
The level of satisfaction and sense of
achievement that has given me is immense,
but it isn't the only way you can get involved.

For those of you who are already IPMS (UK)
members, you'll have received in your last
magazine issue a special supplement on the
colours and markings of the Red Arrows
Display Team. The twenty-four pages illustrate
in great detail the differing colour schemes
over the years, from the team's creation
through to the current 2014 display scheme,
their 50th Year. It is this type of information
and effort that makes it such a joy to be part
of the organisation. It's even more satisfying
to report that the Red Arrows Special was not
something that the IPMS developed
corporately. It has been the dream and the
work of a small band of IPMS members,
developed initially for distribution only to the
Aerobatic Display Team SIG within IPMS (UK).
Ultimately, IPMS offered to pay the full
production and distribution costs for the
project in exchange for the chance to provide
a copy to every IPMS (UK) member.

This type of project is a perfect
demonstration of the sort of 'added value'
that belonging to a group like IPMS can
generate. Certainly, we're going to be selling
additional copies to non-members because
there is clearly an interest in the Red Arrows
outside our Society, but as an IPMS Member
my copy came to me at no extra cost over
and above my annual subscription.  But, I hear
you cry, it's all about aeroplanes and I build
tanks! That's true but we didn't choose the
subject matter – a small group of grassroots
members did and then approached us to see
if we could help them out. IPMS is equally
interested in other, similar projects in the
future. It matters not what they relate to, just
that they increase the knowledge and benefits
that are available to our wider membership.

The depth and breadth of knowledge that
is held within IPMS never ceases to astound
me. It is one of the primary reasons that our
SIG network came into being. The SIGs
provide an opportunity for members with
similar modelling interests to get together
and share their knowledge, whilst continuing
to delve deeper into their chosen subject
matter. The SIGs are not restricted in terms
of their geographical location (unlike our
Branch network) and attract their members
from across the Society. Many of them
produce their own newsletters and
increasingly they have their own websites
and Facebook pages. IPMS is about sharing
the knowledge, both about the subjects we
model and about the hobby itself. It is also
about illustrating significant periods of
history. Visitors to Scale ModelWorld will have
seen the large display created by the Great
War SIG to commemorate the events of
1914-1918. This project was two years in the
planning and development and was about
more than just a small group of SIG
members. They may have coordinated it, but
the models on the display are those of
modellers from across the Society who all
contributed one or two items in most cases
in order to be a part of the project.

The inevitable question now becomes one
of 'what do we do next year' With another
four years of World War I Centenary to
consider, do we pursue further themed
displays on this subject or can we broaden the
scope to cover other, equally important
historical themes? We have plans; people have
forward with ideas; Next year is already being
planned so watch this space (or perhaps the
space at Telford when you visit next year!)

www.ipmsuk.co.uk

Membership
Details

Membership of IPMS (UK) offers you
six high quality magazines per year;

access to our decal bank, instruction library
and technical advisory service; discounts at a
number of well-known retailers, including
online traders and free entry to Scale
ModelWorld. Membership is open to
anyone, regardless of skill level and with no
requirement to belong to a Branch.

Membership Secretary:
For further information about IPMS (UK)
please write to Colin Marrow, enclosing
three first class stamps. You will receive an
information pack including a
complimentary copy of our in house
magazine within ten days.

Colin Marrow
2 Kenilworth Road, Cubbington, Leamington
Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 7TR

membership@ipms-uk.co.uk

Membership Subscription Rates 
UK Membership is now £23 per year
European is £30
Rest of the World is £35
Adult members may add family members
living at the same address at a cost of £5
each for the first two, free thereafter. 
We also offer a UK Junior membership for
people under eighteen which costs £10.
You can also now join online at
www.ipmsuk.co.uk/join.php

Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed
envelope or International Reply Coupon in all
postal correspondence if you require a reply.

IPMS (UK) Website
The Society has an online presence at
www.ipms-uk.co.uk which provides
information on all our Branches, Special
Interest Groups, Events and Executive
Committee as well as details of how to
join us. We also maintain a web forum
accessible from the website. The forum is
open to IPMS Members and non-members.
Anyone can view the forums, but you
must register online before you can take
part in them.

www.ipmsuk.co.uk
www.smwshow.com

Presented by John Tapsell

Special Interest Groups

IPMS UK Report www.ipms-uk.co.uk
IP

M
S 

U
K

44

The IPMS (UK) Column
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Background

T
he T-34 was perhaps an iconic
Soviet medium tank, and on that
was produced from 1940 to 1958.
Although its armour and
armament were surpassed by

later tanks of the era, it has been often
credited as the war's most effective,
efficient and influential design. First
produced at the KhPZ factory in Kharkov
(Kharkiv, Ukrainian SSR), it was the
mainstay of Soviet armoured forces
throughout World War II, and widely
exported afterwards. The T-34 was
developed from the BT series of fast tanks
and was intended to replace both the 
BT-5 and BT-7 tanks and the T-26 infantry
tank in service At its introduction, it was
the tank with the best balanced attributes

of firepower, mobility, protection and
ruggedness, although initially its
battlefield effectiveness suffered from the
unsatisfactory ergonomic layout of its
crew compartment, scarcity of radios, and
poor tactical employment. The two-man
turret-crew arrangement required the
commander to serve as the gunner, this
proved to be inferior to three-man
(commander, gunner and loader) turret
crews. The design and construction of the
tank were continuously refined during
the war to enhance effectiveness and
decrease costs, allowing steadily greater
numbers of T-34s to be fielded.

T-34 – A Soviet Success Story

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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Meng Model

I
usually don’t build Russian armour, but I
figured it was time to break my thirty-
three year dry spell and build my first T-
34 since I was twelve!  So in order to do
that, I got my hands on the Dragon T-

34/76 Mod 1942.
As always the build starts with the lower

hull and the massive road wheels. It’s these
wheels that give this vehicle its distinctive
look, so instead of building, assembling and
then moving on, I decided to build, and then
prime the wheels, the running gear and lower
hull first. This detour from my usual assembly
sequence allowed me to get the massive
wheels and running gear completely primed
without difficulty, which helped greatly when
it came to applying the top coat.

After shaving and sanding the pin-marks
from the track links, I assembled the tracks,
put them on with the right amount of sag
and then let them dry for a day. While they
dried I moved onto the upper hull, where I
had to shave off and then sand down the
multiple attachment points. These must have
been for other versions of T-34s, but weren’t
needed for this particular kit. After
completing the drivers hatch
and filling seams on the
front slope I primed
the completed

tracks.  Afterwards I attached the upper and
lower hull together but due to some warping
with the lower hull, it took a little longer than
it should have, plus there was a sizable gap to
fill on the rear end.

Once the hull was together and minor
gaps filled, I used ET Model etched front
fenders and the kit supplied etched rear
fenders. The ET fenders are nice and
with a little solder they are rock
solid. I also used ET Model
stowage boxes that sit on
the upper hull and an ET
Model metal cable for the
tow rope. Now that the hull
was completed, I moved onto
the turret.  The gun mantlet
took some work since
there is a joint seam
on the centre of the
piece, plus the
attachment point
farther back
needed a little
filler. It’s nice

T-34/76 Mod 1942
Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 6424

Scale Military Manual – T-34/76 Build

Stalin’s Steel
Kevin Potts builds the 1:35 Dragon T-34/76 Mod 1942,
as seen on the Eastern Front in 1943
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The tracks were assembled with

the right amount of sag and

left to dry for a day

that the kit has the main gun breech, but the
parts needed some filling and sanding in order to
leave the hatches open.

Once the vehicle was completed I primed the
rest of the vehicle in flat black and then used
Model Master Russian Vehicle Green for the base
coat. After the initial application of this Green, I
used Flat Yellow and a little Flat White to lighten
the tint and airbrushed this onto the panel
centers, highpoints and wheel caps. I then
lightened the tint once more using the same Flat
Yellow and White combination, and hit just the
high points to add some depth to the otherwise
monotone paintwork.

After the paint had dried overnight, I applied
some clear to the turret sides and added the
decals. Then several applications of clear to the
entire vehicle to help protect the base coat from
the oil paint thinner. Now I was able to apply a
layer of Black oil paint wash, followed by Black pin-
wash in the panel seams and around bolt heads.
Dot filters of Yellow and White were then applied
to the vertical surfaces and several shades of rust
were applied to the exhaust, weld seams and bolt

I used ET Model etched front

fenders and the kit supplied

etched rear fenders

Scale Military Manual – T-34/76 Build

The build starts with the

lower hull

It’s the wheels that give the T-34

its distinctive look
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Scale Military Manual – T-34/76 Build

After a black

primer coat……

…I added Model Master

Russian Vehicle Green…….

Chipping was done by using a sponge to apply Dark Grey and

Dark Rust

……. then Flat Yellow and a little Flat

White was used to lighten the Green

and this was airbrushed this onto the

panel centers and other highpoints

The decals were then

added and a clear coat

prepared the model for

further weathering

Dot filters of Yellow

and White were applied

to the vertical surfaces
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heads. Chipping was done by using a sponge to apply Dark Grey
and Dark Rust, followed by a fine tip brush with lightened
Russian Green and more Dark Grey in the centres of the Light
Green spots. Two rotations of chipping and rust were done until
I achieved the desired look.  

Afterwards I applied MIG Productions Russian Earth pigment to
the running gear as well as the fenders and other likely spots

that get covered in dirt and mud. Once that was done, I
sealed the entire model in flat clear which was followed by
more pigments. I applied some Black to the exhaust and
main gun muzzle, rust to the exhaust, lighter mud to
the wheels and fenders and some even darker Russian
Earth. All to gives this T-34 a weathered appearance
without being overly heavy handed.

With all the weathering done, I think this T34 is a
good representation of a something seen in the
summer of 1943. It was good to break the thirty-

three year dry spell of Russian vehicles, and
I hope this inspires you to try

something new.

Scale Military Manual – T-34/76 Build

MIG Productions Russian Earth pigment was applied to

the running gear

The exhausts and rear, suitably weathered and rusted

Two rotations of chipping and

rust were done until I achieved

the desired look
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Scale Military Manual – Scale Plans

T-34/76 Soviet
Medium Tank

Top View

Front View

Side View

Rear View

Scale: 1:35
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Specifications
Type: Medium Tank
Country of Origin: Soviet Union
Weight: 26.5 Tonnes
Length: 21ft 11in
Width: 9ft 10in
Height: 8ft 
Crew: 4 
Engine: Model V-2-34 38.8 L V12 Diesel
Power/Weight: 17.5hp/tonne
Suspension: Christie
Speed: 33mph

Scale: 1:72
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Scale Military Manual – T-34 In Action

T-34 – A Soviet Success Story continued...

I
n 1939 the most numerous Soviet
tank models were the T-26 light tank,
and the BT series of fast tanks. The T-
26 was a slow-moving infantry tank,
designed to keep pace with soldiers

on the ground. The BT tanks were cavalry
tanks, very fast-moving light tanks,
designed to fight other tanks but not
infantry. Both were thinly armoured,

proof against small arms but not anti-tank
rifles and 37mm anti-tank guns. In 1937,
the Red Army assigned the engineer
Mikhail Koshkin to lead a new team to
design a replacement for the BT tanks and
the eventual prototype, designated A-20,
was specified with 20mm of armour, a
45mm gun, and the new model V-2
engine, using less-flammable diesel fuel in
a V12 configuration. The A-20 also
incorporated previous research into
sloped armour and its all-round sloped
plates were more likely to deflect rounds
than perpendicular armour. 

Initial resistance from the military
command and concerns about high
production cost were finally overridden by
anxieties about the poor performance of
Soviet tanks in Finland and the effectiveness
of Germany's Blitzkrieg in France, and the
first production tanks were completed in
September 1940. The T-34 had the coil-spring
Christie suspension of the BT series, using a
‘slack track’ tread system with a rear-
mounted drive sprocket and no return rollers
for the upper run of track. It also dispensed
with the weighty and ineffective convertible
drive. The initial version had a 76.2 mm gun,
and is often called the T-34/76. In 1942 a new
hexagonal turret design, derived from the
abandoned T-34M project, entered

A Winter whitewashed T-34 with troopers, crosses behind a knocked out German tank

British and Soviet troops link-up beside the ubiquitous T-34 A T-34 ‘on the streets’
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Scale Military Manual – T-34 In Action

With its turret askew, German soldiers at rest beside a T-34

A sad end, a T-34 on fire

A Soviet 32nd Division T-34 destroyed near Suhovolja, June 1941
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Scale Military Manual – T-34 In Action

An abandoned T-34 after a skirmish with German forces

production, improving the cramped
conditions, and eventually adding a
commander's cupola for all-round vision.
Experience from the Battle of Kursk and
reports from front-line commanders
indicated that the T-34's 76.2 mm gun was
now inadequate, so an 85mm anti-aircraft
gun was adapted for tank use and a new
model the T-34/85 with an enlarged turret
was hurriedly produced. Another and a very
significant tactical piece of equipment was
the Mk.4 observation periscope copied from
the British and Polish pre-war design,
permitting the commander an all-around
field of view, which was mounted on the
turret roof.

German intelligence in World War II
referred to the two main production models
as T-34/76 and T-34/85, with minor models
receiving letter designations such as T-
34/76A, and this nomenclature has been
widely used in the West, especially in popular
literature. The Red Army never had a
consistent policy for naming the production
models; however since at least the 1980s
many sources have used Soviet-style
nomenclature: T-34 and T-34-85, with minor
models distinguished by year, as T-34 Model
1940. Captured T-34s in German service were
designated Panzerkampfwagen T-34(r) –
‘Russland – Russia’.

T-34 (T-34/76) was the original tank with 76.2 mm
gun.
T-34 Model 1940 (T-34/76A) was an early
production run with interim L-11 76.2 mm tank
gun in a two-man turret 
T-34 Model 1941 (T-34/76B) was the main
production version with heavier armour and the
superior F-34 76.2 mm gun 
T-34 Model 1942 (T-34/76C) added many minor
manufacturing improvements 
T-34 Model 1943 (T-34/76D, E, and F) carried the
new cast hexagonal turret, nicknamed ‘Mickey
Mouse’ by the Germans because of its
appearance with the twin, round turret-roof
hatches open. Main production batches also had
a new commander's cupola 
T-34/57 — Fewer than 324 T-34s in 1941 and
1943–44 were fitted with the ZiS-4 or the ZIS-4M
high-velocity 57 mm Gun

A good view for diorama enthusiasts here!

German soldiers examine a captured T-34
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Scale Military Manual - Walk-Around

T-34/76 In Detail
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New Sets from
Legend
M48A3 Sandbag Armor Set II
Manufacturer: Legend Productions
Scale: 1:35

Kit Type: Cast resin 
Kit Number: LF1292 
Price: TBC

Designed for the AFV Club
kit, this will also fit the new
Dragon M48A3, and has
nineteen resin pieces

Leopard C2 Update/Detailing Set 
Manufacturer: Legend Productions
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin with etch
Kit Number: LF1293 

Price: TBC

This extensive set is designed for
Takom's Leopard 1A5/C2 model
#TKO2004 and has some sixty-five
resin and 176 etched parts.

IDF Sho’t Kal Gimel Detailing Set
Manufacturer: Legend Productions
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin with etch
Kit Number: LF1294 
Price: TBC

Designed to upgrade AFV Club Sho't
#35267, this set contains thirty-six
resin and 101 etched parts.

www.legend.co.kr

‘Splittermuster’
Splittermuster Uniform Colours
Manufacturer: AK Interactive
Set Number: AK 3040
Price: €14.00

This is another in
the AK Interactive
series of acrylic
paint sets
dedicated to a style of uniform, and in
this case its the German ‘Splittermuster’.
These uniforms were worn by soldiers
Wehrmacht, Fallschirmjaeger and troops
who served in other branches of the
military and was standard camouflage of
the German Army in World War II, and
have been faithfully reproduced here. 
Thanks to AK Interactive for the review
sample.

www.ak-interactive.com

On the Side

Leopard 1A5
Manufacturer: Meng-Model
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: TS-015
Price: TBC

In 1980s, in order to
rival the latest Soviet T-
72 and T-80 MBTs,
West Germany began
to further upgrade
their Leopard 1 MBTs.
This upgrade was based on Leopard 1 A1A1
instead of Leopard 1 A3/A4, and the result
was the Leopard 1A5. Last year Meng-
Model the Leopard 1 A3/A4, and now we
have the 1A5! 

www.meng-model.com

Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 6387
Price: £35.99

Jacob Hederstierna-Johnsen
The kit comes in the old
familiar Dragon sized box, with a nice box art
and the whole package contains over 600
parts and includes Winterketten. Dragon
Models has released this kit as a ‘Smart Kit’,
which means that the details and parts are
simplified, and should be easier to assemble.
However there is no compromise on detail and
as is a Dragon tradition, there are a lot of
parts, which are for other Pz. III (and even
some Pz. IV) kits, and therefore not to be used
on this kit – plenty top stock up your ‘spares-
box’. The commander’s cupola is from the PZ.
IV kit and is build up of no less than fourteen
pieces. It’s very well detailed, and both the
hatches and the vision slits can be made either
open or closed. Dragon gives you the
following options for painting and markings -

Pz.Rgt.15, 11 Pz.Div, Kharkov 1943
and two unidentified units, again
from Kharkov 1943. All three
vehicles are finished in Panzergrau
with a light white winter-wash.
This is a really nice and well
executed kit and represents the
Pz.Kpfw.III Ausf. L very well and it
can be built into a great kit

straight-from-the box. Dragon has paid a lot of
attention to even the smallest detail, which in
the end will make this kit top of the line. I can
highly recommend this kit! 

Thanks to The Hobby Company for the
review sample.

www.hobbyco.net

Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 6570
Price: TBC

Gary Hatcher
Side by side with the latest
Panzerbeobachtungswagen we
get a very handsome package
in the shape of this Command Vehicle –
another slightly more esoteric version of the
Panzer III, only this time with main armament
intact and armoured skirts both on the sides
and the turret. This is, of course, another ‘pick
‘n’ mix’ kit made up from stock sprues with

some unique parts added for
the specific version, so of
course you get the usual mass
of spares. In fact this release is
largely similar to the previous
Pz.Bef.Wg.III Ausf.J released as
#6544, but with the addition of
the skirts and turret armour. I
will say no more about the DS
tracks – which are the only ones

included – except to point out that there are a
number of aftermarket replacements available
should you find them not to your taste.

Thanks to The Hobby Company for the
review sample.

www.hobbyco.net
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Previews

Pz.Kpfw.III Ausf. L 
Late P4roduction w/Winterketten

Meng-Model Leopard 1A5

Pz.Bef.Wg.III Ausf.J w/Schürzen
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Locate,
Cement and
Paint!
New from Italeri
15654  Cromwell Mk.IV
New from Italeri is a British Cromwell
in 1:56! This set will contain glue,
paint, and a brush, making it an ideal
starter kit for new or younger
modellers.

www.italeri.it
www.hobbyco.net

Vallejo
Wood and Leather 
Manufacturer: Vallejo
Set Number: 70.182
Price: TBC

For those figure modellers, especially of
historic subjects, then this new set from
Vallejo is ideal as it contains all the
relevant colours you will need to shade
wood and leather effectively. You have
eight differnet colours and apart for the
the historic side, contemporary figure
modellers will also find this set
invaluable.

Rust, Stain and Streaking
Manufacturer: Vallejo
Set Number: 70.183
Price: TBC

This is another invaluable set for the
modellers armoury as it again contains a
plethora of useful colourways to
produce effects caused by the ravages
of weather on steel! Eight shades make
up this set and we look forward to
using them on model builds in SMMI

Thanks to Vallejo for the review
samples.

www.acrylicosvallejo.com

On the Side

Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: 6792
Price: TBC

Gary Hatcher
This is my first experience of the 2007
tooling of the Panzer III from Dragon –
previous escapades in this direction
having been with the old Imperial
boxings, and it was with some
excitement that I approached this kit.
Justified too, as the moulding and detail is
tremendous, and even an initial glance
confirms that it is an amazing set of parts,
with excellent detail throughout, and an
intelligent construction technique that seems
designed to make the most of the parts
provided without over-complicating things.
The subject, of course, is the key to this kit,
as it is another new variant to add to the
stable. This particular vehicle was an
‘observation’ tank, and operated in
conjunction with mobile artillery batteries –
Hummel  and Wespen – to offer
reconnaissance and to perform that duty
known to old naval hands as ‘observing the
fall of shot’. To this end the main armament
was replaced with a dummy and a 7.92mm
MG was fitted in a ball mount in the turret as
‘main armament’ – although of course it was

the vehicles radio that made it deadly, and
this was its chief weapon for all practical
purposes. Disappointingly there is no specific
attempt to offer a correct interior for the
turret, but this aside the only real
disappointment is the inclusion of DS tracks,
which is a subject on which modellers are
divided equally, and perhaps Dragon might
have considered including Magic Tracks as
well, as currently a large percentage of their
potential market for this kit will only buy it if
they are prepared to shell out for aftermarket
track links as well. Nice subject, and a
beautiful kit – if you can live with the tracks.

Thanks to The Hobby Company for the
review sample.

www.hobbyco.net

AK Interactive
World War French
Colours
Manufacturer: AK Interactive
Set Number: AK 4050
Price: €11.00

David Francis
At long last there has been an explosion of
new World War 1 tanks and surprisingly most of them seem to be French. Takom released the
early St. Chamond and are working on a late version while Meng have released a whole family
of Renault FT-17s. And HobbyBoss have announced a Schneider C2 for release later this year.
With all these new subjects it is not surprising that AK have released a set of specifically mixed
colours for French World War 1 subjects that have been toned down to provide a scale effect.
Each set contains five acrylic colours in the familiar eye dropper bottle and are ready for
application by airbrush straight out of the bottle so no need to worry about diluting to get
the correct paint ratio. A major plus is that being an acrylic these are perfect to overwash with
AK’s Washes and Filters.

Each set contains the
following colours.

AK4051 WW1 French Milky Coffee
AK4052 WW1 French Artillery Grey
AK4053 WW1 French Brown
AK4054 WW1 Green 1
AK4055 WW1 Green 2

Thanks to AK Interactive for the
review sample

www.ak-interactive.com
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Some new essentials form Adam Wilder that
will enable you to tackle that ever thorny
issue of sand and murky water! Four new
50ml relaeses:

GP27 Beach Sand Pigment
GP28 Desert Sand Pigment
GP29 River Sand Pigment
NL34 Murky Water Effect

We look forward to trying out these
products and will report back in due course!

Thanks to The Airbrush Company for the
review samples

www.Airbrushes.com

US Navy Landing
Ship Medium
(Early)
Manufacturer: Revell

Scale: 1:144
Kit Type: Plastic
injection
moulded
Kit Number: 05123

Price: £29.99

Al Harper
If box-art is your thing, then
you are going to love this

packaging! In the US Navy’s
fight against Japan in the Pacific,

some 550 ships comprised the main
component of the amphibious
forces for landing troops and

vehicles on enemy beaches. The
loading capacity of a LSM roughly
corresponded to a mechanized platoon,
and its steel hull had nine watertight
bulkheads. With an anchor located at
the stern, the ships could withdraw
from the beach without assistance, and
its armour plating protected the
superstructures against small arms fire.
The early LSM were mostly equipped
with six 20-mm Oerlikon guns for self
defence, and the open-top cargo area
encompassed almost the entire length
of the ship. By the end of the war, nine
ships had been lost
mainly due to
Kamikaze attacks, and
after the War some
went into service
with allies armed
forces, and in 1958
NATO Germany
received three LSMs
and two LSM(R)s.
Thanks to Revell for
the review sample

www.revell.de/en

Airbrush
Cleaning Mat
Manufacturer: Iwata
Price: £19.50

Have you ever had
your nozzle or needle
roll off your worktable?
How many parts have
you lost when you take
apart your airbrush?
With its unique raised
edge your airbrush
parts will never roll away
again! Take apart and reassemble your
airbrush on a large, 11.75" x 10.75"safe
and soft surface with a non-skid backing.
Thanks to The Airbrush Company for
the review sample.

www.airbrushes.com

On the Side

WWI British Forces 
Manufacturer: AK Interactive
Set Number: AK3080

WWI German Forces 
Manufacturer: AK Interactive
Set Number: AK3090

WWI French Army
Manufacturer: AK Interactive
Set Number: AK3100

Mark Dollery
The majority of the paint
manufacturers have released their
own form of uniform paint sets and
these are aimed at the World War II
or Napoleonic Markey, however, AK
Interactive has released some sets of
uniform colours for the Allied forces
and German forces of
World War I. 

Each set consists
of a base, a shadow
and a highlight colour
in their standard 17ml
dropper-style bottles.
As I had a WWI British
Tommy primed, I
decided to try the
British Forces Set and
with a quick shake of

the bottle, I added some to my wet
palette with a mix of distilled water
and brush painted the base coat.
The pigment was good and the
colour solid, and it only took two
coats to get a dense shade for the
khaki uniform. I then applied the
shadow colour with a more diluted
mix and this was applied to the folds

and creases. Once dry, the
density was again very good
and only one coat was
needed. The highlight colour
was next and an even more
diluted 70:30 mix was
applied to the tops of the
folds and creases and left to
dry. I then had a nice matt
finish that was pretty
durable. You can make even
more intermediate colour
layers on the uniform by
mixing the base, highlight
and shadow colours with

each other. Highly recommended.
Thanks to AK Interactive for the review

samples.
www.ak-interactive.com
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SKP Wheels
Wheels for Schwimmwagen (5
pieces)
Manufacturer; SKP Model
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: SKP 283
Price: TBC

If you have a 1:35
Schwimmwagen, then
this (blue) set from
SKP is an ideal and highly
replacement set for the kit parts!
Thanks to SKP for the review sample.

www.skpmodel.eu

M48A2GA2
Manufacturer; Revell
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded 
Kit Number: 03236
Price: £24.99

Al Harper
This all new 1:35 M48 from Revell has
been eagerly anticipated since its
announcement earlier in the year.  The
M48 with its 90mm gun came to the
fore with the A1 version then later in
larger numbers as the A2, and formed
part of the initial battle equipment of
the German Armed Forces. The
M48A2GA2 was a combat performance-
enhanced version of the M48A2 that at
first filled the void until the introduction
of the Leopard 2, and subsequently
remained in service within units of the
Territorial Army for many years. During
various modifications the gun-mantle
was also renewed and the Commanders
gun turret with its .50 calibre MG was
replaced with one similar to the Leopard
1, along with the cupola on the hatch.
The first M48A2GA2s were delivered in
1978 and the type was withdrawn from
service in 1990/91. This new kit has
some finely produced details and has
markings for - Heimatschutzbrigade 52,
Pz Btl 523 (tmob), Lingen, 1990,
Heimatschutzbrigade 62, Pz Btl 623,
Wietmarschen-Lohne, 1988,  4.
PzGrenDiv, PzAufklBtl 4, Roding, 1980
and Heimatschutzbrigade 54, Pz Btl 543
(tmob), Hermeskeil, 1989. We will of
course be featuring this kit with a full
build from Leigh Jones in a forthcoming
issue of SMMI. Thanks to Revell for the
review sample.

www.revelll.de/en

Model Scene
David Francis
Model Scene produces a wide range of
diorama foliage and grass mats that
just have to be seen to be believed.
The grass mats are available in a
selection of styles like summer
meadow late summer and autumn all
showing different shades and colours
just like the real thing. You also have
various lengths from a close-cropped
meadow or one with small tufts of
grass suitable for an airfield diorama
to scrubland with high bushes and mountain
pastures with small rock and stone. The leaf
and planet sets are equally as useful and can
painted to produce some really amazing
looking plants 

1:72 and 1:87 
Asian Fern
Set Number: VG7-035

Tropical Fern
Set Number: VG7-036

Ground Asian Palm
Set Number: VG7-036

1:35 
Maple Dead Leaves
Set Number: L3-301

No Scale
Summer meadow with
small tufts
Set Number: F517

Wild Area with Bushes
Set Number: F572

Late Summer Meadow with Calc stones
Set Number: F713

Thanks to Model Scene for the review
samples

www.model-scene.com 
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MBT-70 (Kpz.70)
Manufacturer: Dragon Black Label
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic
injection moulded
with etch
Kit Number: 3550
Price: £44.99

Al Harper
This new Black

Label German MBT-70 from
Dragon’s ‘Black Label’ series
recreates a real life German
Prototype Tank. Some
fourteen MBT-70/Kpz.70

prototypes and test-beds
were built, of which some still

survive today, and indeed the
prototype held at the
Panzermuseum in Munster,

Germany, formed the basis this new
Dragon kit. As the original
grandfather of the famous Leopard 2
and M1 Abrams tanks from Germany
and the USA respectively, it’s rather
surprising that the MBT-70 (Kpz.70)
subject has never been produced in
1:35 scale plastic before, as the
uniqueness of this forward-thinking
MBT design is something to behold.
As you can expect from Dragon all of
the detailing is here as of course are
those never to be underestimated
instructions!
Thanks to The Hobby Company for
the review sample.

www.hobbyco.net

SpPz 2 ‘Luchs’
A1/A2
Manufacturer: Revell
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 03036
Price: TBC

This is
another of
Revell’s
recent 1:35
releaes, this
time its the
‘Luchs’ or
‘Lynx’ APC. Moulded in the usual
green plastic the detailing is good
and the moulding crisp. You can
show the hatches open or closed,
and rotate the turret to suit, and
both the A1 and A2 versions can be
modelled. Markings are provided for
for machines including a KFOR
example from 2000.
Thanks to Revell for the review
sample.

www.revell.de/en

On the Side

Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:72
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
with etch
Kit Number: 7440
Price: TBC

Tom Cole
The latest addition to the 1:72
Dragon ‘Armour Pro’ is the late production
Sd.Kfz.181 Tiger Ausf E, identified as a late
version by the steel road wheels, cast cupola
and Zimmerit coating.  The box contains six
grey sprues and a complete hull top as a
separate piece. Etched brass pre-shaped
exhaust covers and three small ribs that go
around the turret ring are also provided as are
DS tracks. There is a further sprue that holds
five crew figures, and attached to the chassis
sprue are eight spare ‘D’ shackles that are
useful spares. The moulding is up to Dragon’s
usual high standards with the detail crisp and
no sign of any flash and the Zimmerit pattern is
portrayed on the hull and turret sides.
Assembly looks generally straightforward,
although the mantlet is held in place by two
small pins that are quite tricky to align. The all
colour instruction sheet is up to Dragon’s usual
standard but is based on an earlier kit #7203
and so the alternative positioning of some of
the tool stowage (parts A22 and A7) on the rear
hull refers to the markings of the earlier kit. If
you chose to follow one of the four colour
schemes with the instructions then scheme
‘134’ (normal tank) needs to be followed rather
than ‘007’ (command tank).

One thing missing from the kit – although

shown on the box art - are
the short cables that are
normally found on either
side of the hull top. The
earlier kit provided these
with a short length of scale
metal cable but the
instructions show the

hawsers (parts 20 and 21) as ‘parts not for use’,
but confusingly the body of the instructions
recommend opening up the holes to accept
the parts that are not used. The Commander’s
cupola hatch can be set in either the open or
closed position but all the other hatches are
moulded closed.  With some work the loader’s
hatch and the hull hatches can of course but
opened up but considering Dragon have
provided a full set of crew figures it would have
been better if the kit came with the option of
open or closed hatches, and bizarrely the
sealed loader’s hatch has interior detail!
Perhaps the most unusual aspect of the kit is
the inclusion of crew figures this is a rare
occurrence with Dragon kits and is a very
welcome addition, and not unexpectedly the
crew bear a striking resemblance of Wittmann’s
crew as they appeared in photographs from
Normandy. A small decal sheet contains
markings to go with one of the four schemes
shown in the instructions, and some form of
decal softener will be needed to ensure that
the decals adhere to the uneven surface
created by the Zimmerit. Highly recommended!

Thanks to The Hobby Company for the
review sample.

www.hobbyco.net

Manufacturer: Dragon 
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch
Kit Number: 6449
Price: £49.99 

Michael Mandau
Dragon has released
another kit of the most
prolific tank of all times -
the T-34. This specific tank - the 1942 Model - is
not intended to be built as a Russian one,
but to be displayed as a captured and
modified German version. Over 300
tanks were captured and used
throughout the war by the
Wehrmacht, and they were improved
with various enhancements such as
the commander’s cupola, Schurzen,

Notek lights, radio
equipment, antennas, tools
und storage boxes. Inside
the Box you’ll find around
600 parts that have been
more or less already
released in various other
kits. This is more like a
‘compilation’ of high quality
parts for you to produce a

tank in German use, and you even have
two different kinds of turret, one early

and one late
Also included is a small etched

fret, a turned aluminum barrel, a
small steel cable und a tiny decal
sheet, along with a set of Magic
Tracks with two separate kinds of
links (one with and one without

guiding teeth). The finishing option
is a captured vehicle from the

Pz.Rgt.31 of the 5.Pz.Div. in Russia
1942 in a three-pattern camouflage
based on Dunkelgelb. Altogether this is
can be recommended to every German,
Russian and specialist vehicle lover.

Thanks to The Hobby Company for
the review sample.

www.hobbyco.net
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Pz.Kpfw.V
Panther Aus. F
Manufacturer: Zvezda
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 3678
Price: £24.99

Robin Gilby
I have been looking forward to this
new early Panther model from
Zvezda, as it is their latest
release and comes with the
promise of 100% new
tooling. Having not built a
model from Zvezda yet this
seemed like a great place to
start!  First impressions are good
with colourful packaging complete
with some nice promotional images
of the completed model on the rear.
The end of the carton opens to reveal
a box in a box, and then to the parts
within. There are nine dark yellow
sprues, four of them just for the split
separate track links. These are a
mixture of fixed lengths and individual
links and they look to be a nice
compromise, well detailed and should
do away with the need for any
expensive aftermarket products. One
small clear sprue contains the vision
blocks and there are decals provided
for just two vehicles, both of them
serving with PZ.Abt. 52 which took
part in the fighting at Kursk in 1943.
The detailing on the parts looks crisp
and more than comparable with some
of the more established manufactures
out there. Zvezda have decided to
include some nice interior turret
detailing including the gun breech
which should look more than
adequate if you decide to display the
model with any of the hatches open.
The hatches themselves have good
detail and the drivers’ periscope can
be finished in the open or closed
position as you require. There is also
some basic radiator and cooling fan
detail included which is a welcome
addition and will be nice to have
something visible under the engine
deck vents. For what I believe to be a
sub-£30 price point, this model seems
to offer great value for money; you
can really see the effort Zvezda have
put in with this release.
Thanks to The Hobby Company for the
review sample.

www.hobbyco.net

On the SideBuffalo MPCV 
with Slat and
Spaced Armour

Manufacturer: Bronco
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded with etch
Kit Number: CB35145
Price: TBC

David Francis

The Bronco Buffalo has been steadily up-
armoured and this is its third boxing with
nearly every possible upgrade now available.
The most obvious and also most impressive
piece of moulding is the slat armour, this is
just superbly thin due to the multiple sprue
attachment points but you will need a sharp
pair of sprue cutters and a steady hand to
remove them. The latest version of the
buffalo also adds five spaced armour panels
and these are so beautifully reproduced, but
all this detail really makes this kit only suitable
for the more confident modeller.

If the armour was not enough to make
this kit stand out you also have a full ECM and
radio aerial fit plus a large number of
spotlights attached all over the slat armour, al
though you will need to add some wiring as
this is not supplied in the kit. You also get the
latest XM153 CROWS II system to the roof
with a choice of heavy weapons from a .50
calibre machine gun to a 40mm grenade
launcher. 

In nearly every area this kit is beautifully

detailed and you also get a large fret of
etched brass which adds scale thickness
impossible to achieve with plastic parts. 

But there are a couple of areas that could
be improved, the first is the glass which lacks
the blue/green tint of the real thing,
although Alclad make an armoured glass tint
that can be applied with an airbrush to good
effect. The second and rather strange thing is
the instructions say that you need to make a
universal joint for the steering from stretched
sprue, bearing in mind the already impressive
part count I can not figure why this is not
included as moulded part!

This is a wonderful kit but not for the faint
hearted or inexperienced! I am currently
summoning courage to start separating the
parts from the sprues and a full build will
feature in a future issue of SMMI.

Our thanks to Bronco for the review
sample.

www.cn-bronco.com

Airbrush Care
Iwata Airbrush Cleaning Kit
Price: £22.50

One of the more knotty problems for us
modellers is keeping our precious airbrushes
in tip-top condition and working effectively.
Iwata, known for their excellent airbrushes
has come to our aid with a neatly packaged
kit conyaining all the essentials for smooth
operation. This set includes a Nozzle
Wrench, Superlube Silocone, Airbrush
Cleaning Solution, Studio Wipes, a Magnifier,
three Small Cleaning Brushes and a handy
case with hanging loop. Excellent stuff.

Thanks to The Airbrush Company for the
review sample.

www.airbrushes.com
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Learning
Series #3
AK Interactive
Publisher: AK Interactive
Authors: Ruben Gonzalez &
Michel Perez
Reference: 
Format: Softback, 82 pages
Price: €9.95

‘Tracks and Wheels’ is the third
release from the already

famous AK Learning Series,
where the expert authors take
you on a journey through every
aspect of painting and
weathering tracks and wheels
using their tried and tested
techniques. 

Thanks to AK Interactive for
the review sample.

www.ak-interactive.com

New from
Tankograd
Tankograd
Another five superb titles this time,
and the ‘In Detail’ on the Bradley and

Mammut are particularly nice, as is
the ‘Spearpoint 80’ title, which has
some very nice Cold War armour

on show. Also the twin ‘Fuchs’
titles will be ideal for the
new Revell kit. 

Fuchs Part 1 –
Development and

Technology
Publisher: Tankograd
Author: Carl Schulze
Format: Softback, 64
Pages

Price: £13.99

Fuchs Part 2 –
Reconnaisance,
Engineer, Command
Publisher: Tankograd
Author: Carl Schulze
Format: Softback, 64 Pages
Price: £13.99

Spearpoint 80
Publisher:
Tankograd

Author: Walter Bohm
Format: Softback, 64 Pages
Price: £13.99

SL2 Mammut – New
German Army Tank
Transporter
Publisher: Tankograd
Author: Carl Schulze
Format: Softback, 40 Pages
Price: £10.99

M2A3 Bradley IFV
Publisher: Tankograd
Author: Ralph Zwilling
Format: Softback, 40 Pages
Price: £10.99

Thanks to Bookworld Wholesale for the
review samples

www.bookworldws.co.uk

On the Side

AK Interactive
Publisher: AK Interactive
Authors: Various
Reference: AK273
Format: Softback, 168 pages
Price: €29.50

This book provides a
comprehensive and
complete view of the
crude beginnings and fast evolution of
armoured warfare during the Great War. It
includes historical text, illustrated with period
photographs, and detailed colour profiles of
each of the most outstanding vehicles.  As a
bonus, the book offers an exclusive collection
of large format black and white photographs,

never before published, and
these will doubtless this will inspire modellers
into making dioramas and vignettes of such
scenes from the First World War.

Thanks to AK interactive for the review
sample.

www.ak-interactive.com

Kagero
Authors: Lukasz Gladysiak, Adam Rejmak, Krzysztof Mucha
Publisher: Kagero
ISBN: 9788362878833
Format: Softback, 108pages
Price: TBC

GH

Kagero’s 3D ‘Photosniper’ series continues to inform
and inspire with this excellent reference for a hugely
popular subject. Content includes a historical round up,
production tables, plenty of line drawings in all the
major scales and a mass of excellent walk around
photographs in colour. The ‘3D’colour artwork section
gives an excellent selection of scrap and detail views, as
well as some nice profile artwork. All things considered
this is an excellent technical reference work, and will
prove of invaluable assistance with any model build.

www.kagero.pl
Thanks to Casemate for the review sample.
www.casematepublishing.co.uk
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Soldaten
The German Soldier in WW2.Author and

illustrator Dennis Oliver is joined in this title
by renowned military artist Stephen Andrew
to showcase the men and armoured vehicles

that held the German lines in the Netherlands
through 1944 and 1945.13 pages of brilliantly
rendered and painstakingly researched colour

artwork by Dennis Oliver and guest artist
Stephen Andrew. 33 Pages 

£13.99

Tankograd In Detail Fast
Track 03

M2A3 Bradley The US Army Armored
Infantry Fighting Vehicle. In action

photographs and a detailed walkaround,
English text.Limited print-run 999
copies.Illustrated with 86 colour

photographs.40pages 

£10.99
D.A.K Profile Guide

This book shows the original German
camouflage of vehicles used by the
Deutsche Afrika Korps, with color

variants throughout the war.108
pages,Over 170 profiles cover

schemes,published by A.K Interactive.

£23.99

Camouflage & Markings of
Allied Armor in the Battle for
Cassino January-May 1944
This is an authoritative guide to the

armor deployed by the Allies over the
course of the fighting for this strategic
objective. Covering American, British,
Indian, Canadian, French, New Zealand
and Polish armor, this book includes a
number of rare and unpublished photos
with detailed captions.56 pages,78 b&w
photos,20 full color plates of artwork.

£19.99

Modelling the Fennek.
Abrams Squad introduce you the first

publication of a new range of publications
devoted to one special theme. In this first
Special we focus in one of the models of

the moment, the Dutch-German Fennek. A
recon vehicle that can be painted in

multiple camouflages and set in different
scenarios. We show you lots of modelling

techniques to paint and detail it.

£9.99

M2A2 ODS Bradley
Infantry Fighting Vehicle

in Detail
96 pages,full colour, Chapters Include :
Introduction,Hull Walkaround,Drivers

Compartment,Squad Compartment,
Turrett exterior details,Turrett Interior

details,NBC Protection System,OIF M2.

£19.99

Tankograd 9022
Cold War Exercise SPEARPOINT 80.Joint
British and American Forces face the Threat
from the East.After two years of preparatory

work, the field training exercise Spearpoint 80
was conducted as part of the large-scale
Exercise Crusader 80 between 11 and 26
September 1980. Since NATO came into

existence, this exercise was the largest British
one held on West German soil.Illustrated with

86 colour photographs, 32 black&white
photographs and 4 maps.

£13.99

Painting Guide for AFV of
World War Two and

Modern Era
Much more than a new technique, this
book offers you a novel approach of
AFV painting.  The author clearly

explains, through detailled step by step
photos, how to give your model the

perfect enhance of contrast and a 'eye
catching ' look. 82 pages,full colour 

£17.50

Tankograd 5052
FUCHS The Transportpanzer 1 Wheeled
Armoured Personnel Carrier in German
Army Service.Part 2 - Reconnaissance /

Engineer / Command
The Transportpanzer 1 Fuchs wheeled

armoured personnel carriers are, aside from
the Leopard main battle tanks, the most iconic

and most prominent assets of the modern
German Army. Illustrated throughout with 107

colour photo's,5 black&white photo's,3
graphics,one technical drawing in 1/72 and

one technical drawing in 1/35 scale.

£13.99

12049. LVT(4) Amtrac In
Action.

The small, amphibious landing craft known as
the Landing Vehicle, Tracked, or Amtrac evolved
from a civilian rescue vehicle to a ship-to-shore
cargo transport, to finally an amphibious troop
transport and fire support craft. Illustrated with

over 225 vintage photographs plus colour
profiles and over a dozen colour renderings and

detailed line drawings.

£14.99

Officers and Soldiers 24
French Dragoons Volume 1.According to

Father Daniel, the dragoon corps was
founded during the reign of Henri II

following the creation of the mounted
Arquebusiers in 1554 by the Marshall of
Brissac in the Piedmont. They were foot

soldiers forming small bands organized into
companies or platoons, who travelled on
horseback and who used their firearms
while on foot. 82 pages,colour plates.

£16.99

MILITÄRFAHRZEUG 
4-2014

Panzertransporter SLT 2 MAMMUT,
Panzerartillerie Sd.Kfz. 165 HUMMEL,Yamaha
GRIZZLY Quad,Beobachtungspanzer Artillerie

LEOPARD,Truppenerprobung M56
SCORPION,Technik-Museum Speyer,G-

WAGON beim Australischen Heer,Minengefahr -
VERSATILE TEAM,Rum‰nischer TR-85M1

BIZONUL,Sturmpanzer Sherman
JUMBO,War&Peace Show Westenhanger 2014.

German Text Only

£9.99

AK Learning Series Panzer
Crew Uniforms

In this book, we find many painting
articles with an extensive step guide and
many full colour photographs. A detailed

guide on how to paint these uniforms
from the classic black uniform to

camouflaged clothes and going through
the painting of several heads.

£10.99

Horror & Monster
Modeller

Gloriously gruesome! Terrifyingly
entertaining! Here's a new, exciting and
completely different publishing concept
that's set to thrill genre modellers and

horror fans alike... From the publishers of
Sci-fi & fantasy Modeller comes Horror

and Monster Modeller, an all-new 144-page
book featuring a wicked array of chilling

hobby projects.144 pages,full colour.

£17.95

Challenger 1 Main Battle
Tank Volume 2

In Challenger 1 Volume 2 Robert Griffin
outlines the service career of the Challenger 1
Main Battle Tank and Challenger Repair and
Recovery Vehicle. This exciting Photosniper

title includes numerous period photographs in
colour and in black and white, ten colour

plates and vehicle plans for the Challenger 1
Mk.3 as deployed into combat during

Operation Granby. 80 pages,185 photos 

£13.99

Realistic Wood Effects
First book of this new collection

(Learning series) in a small format. This
collection is oriented to help modelers
through different modeling tasks. This
volume is dedicated to paint different
types of wood, planes, ships, tools,

accessories etc. 83 pages, full colour,

£10.99 

Modelling Grassland and
Landscape Detailing. 

Featuring Weeds and Wild Flowers,
Hedges, Roads and Pavements, Mud,

Puddles and Rivers by Gordon Gravett.
This book is a great follow up,  to the

two books published on Modelling
Trees. Full Colour, 108 pages 

£24.95

Tankograd In Detail Fast
Track 02

SLT 2 Mammut The new German Army
Tank Transporter.In action photographs

and a detailed walkaround, English
text.Limited print-run 999 copies

Illustrated with 80 colour
photographs.40pages 

£10.99
Modelling Trees Part Two-

Conifers, 
92 pages, full colour 

£21.95

Modelling Trees Part One
Broadleaf Trees, 

92 pages, full colour 

£19.95

The French Foreign Legion
in Indochina 1946-1956
This detailed, highly-illustrated study
presents a unique and comprehensive
collection of uniforms, insignia, and

equipment used by the French Foreign
Legion in Indochina from 1946 to 1956.

More than 400 original pieces are shown in
over 1,000 high-quality, color photographs.

£58.50

How to Build The Leopard
Family in 1:35

’How To Build The Leopard Family In
1:35’ is a comprehensive guide to

modelling this famous vehicle in its many
forms. From battle tanks to recovery

vehicles, homeland protectors, to battle-
hardened veterans, youíll find much to

enjoy and inspire within the pages of this
exciting new book.82 pages,full colour.

£12.95

Superking
Building Trumpeters 1:16th Scale King Tiger.

The step by step story of David Parkers
remarkable award winning 1:16 scale

replica.Bringing together the three and a half
year coverage from AFV Modeller with

additional unpublished material and
combining archive photographs with

extensive walkaround photography of the real
vehicle in 452 pages with over 1500 images
for the ultimate guide to modelling the King
Tiger.Available in Hardbound & Softbound.

£55.00 Paperback

£65.00 Hardback

The Weathering Magazine 9
This issue is dedicated to

destroyed,abandoned and sunken vehicles.The
best modellers in the world will offer a

repertoire of exceptional examples and they
explain with detailed step by step process, all
the newest tricks and techniques to get your
models represent similar conditions. From a

totally abandoned "Walker" futuristic robot, a
wooden sunk boat, a Tiran 5 absolutely
burned or a jet fighter abandoned in the

open.But you can also discover how to burn
impacts and effects on a King Tiger or a

weather a train wagon full of graffiti.64 pages 

£8.99
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US Marine vs
Japanese
Infantryman
Guadalcanal 1942–43
Osprey

Publisher: Osprey
Author: Gordon L Rottman
ISBN: 9781472801340
Format: Softback, 80

pages
Price: £11.99

The brutal
fighting

between US
Marines and

Japanese infantry
on the island of
Guadalcanal in many ways came to

typify the island-hopping war in the
Pacific. This book not only explores
the differing tactics and equipment
used by the two combatants but also
shows how the challenges of fighting
in inhospitable tropical jungles
impacted on soldiers on the ground,
as combatants had to deal not only
with their determined opponents but
also the twin issues of disease and
stretched supply lines. Written by a
former Special Forces veteran with
extensive knowledge of jungle
warfare, this fully illustrated book lifts
the veil on one of the most pivotal
and ferocious close combat duels of
World War II.
Thanks to Osprey for the review
sample.

www.ospreypublishing.com

The Devil’s
Garden
Rommel's Desperate Defense of Omaha
Beach on D-Day
Stackpole Books
Publisher: Stackpole Books
Author: Steven Zaloga
ISBN: 978-0811712286
Format: Hardback, 288 pages
Price: £14.99

Renowned author
Steven Zaloga
brings a fresh look
at D-Day and one
of World War II's
pivotal battles. The
author draws on
original research,
including recently
discovered
German artillery maps, and offers
well-supported conclusions that are
sure to spark debate. 
Thanks to Casemate for the review
sample.

www.casematepublishing.co.uk

On the Side New from
Osprey
Super Heavy Tanks of World War II
Publisher: Osprey
Author: Kenneth W Estes
ISBN: 9781782003830
Format: Softback, 48
Pages
Price: £9.99

The super-heavy tanks
of World War II are heirs
to the siege machine
tradition – a means of
breaking the deadlock
of ground combat. As a
class of fighting vehicle,
they began with the
World War I concept of the search for a
‘breakthrough’ tank, designed to cross
enemy lines. It is not surprising that the
breakthrough tank projects of the period
prior to World War II took place in the armies
that suffered the most casualties of the Great
War. All of the principal Axis and Allied nations
eventually initiated super-heavy development
projects, with increasingly heavy armour and
armament.

World War I Battlefield Artillery Tactics
Publisher: Osprey
Author: Dale Clarke
ISBN: 9781782005902
Format: Softback, 64
Pages
Price: £11.99

As the First World War
bogged down across
Europe resulting in the
establishment of trench
systems, artillery began
to grow in military
importance. Never
before had the use of
artillery been so vital, and to this day the
ferocity, duration and widespread use of
artillery across the trenches of Europe has
never been replicated. Featuring specially
commissioned full-colour artwork, this
groundbreaking study explains and illustrates
the enormous advances in the use of artillery
that took place between 1914 and 1918, the
central part artillery played in World War I and
how it was used throughout the war, with
particular emphasis on the Western Front.

British Light Tanks 1927-45
Publisher: Osprey
Author: David Fletcher
ISBN: 9781782003779
Format: Softback, 48
Pages
Price: £9.99

This is the definitive
study of British light
tanks of the Second
World War. The author
draws upon a vast and
comprehensive body
of archival
information and

research to explore their technical
characteristics and combat performance. The
title focuses largely on the very widely used
Mark VI, but also covers all the variants that
preceded it. The type was truly ubiquitous,
equipping the British Army in France, the
Western Desert regions, Norway, Sumatra,

Persia and India. This book chronicles
various experiments and improvisations
carried out on the design of these tanks.
It ends with coverage of the final model,
the Mark VIC, and details of the
experimental Lloyd airborne light tank of
1942, which has a number of features in
common with the better-known Vickers-
Armstrong designs. Augmented by
original photographs and technical
drawings, this title is essential for
anybody interested in the development
of British armoured vehicles.

The British Paratrooper 1940-45
Publisher: Osprey
Author: Rebecca Skinner
ISBN: 9781472805126
Format: Softback, 64 Pages
Price: £11.99

Inspired by the exploits of the German
Fallschirmjaeger in the blitzkrieg
campaigns, Winston Churchill called for
the formation of a 5,000-strong Airborne
Force in June 1940. From these

beginnings The Parachute Regiment became
one of the foremost units of the British Army
both in World War II and up to the present
day. This new history of the British
Paratrooper, from 1940 to 1945, details the
unique training, weapons and equipment
used by these elite troops. A wealth of first-
hand and until now unpublished materials
brings the history of the ordinary paratrooper
to life, drawing on the author’s position as a
former curator of the Regimental Museum.
Illustrations and photographs illuminate the
equipment and combat performance of the

elite ‘Paras’ in the context of some of
the most significant campaigns of World
War II, including D-Day and Operation
Market-Garden.

Thanks to Osprey for the review
samples

www.ospreypublishing.com
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P-51 MUSTANG
THE NORTH AMERICAN AVIATION

Part 2 Merlin Powered
A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

OUT

NOW

MDF 24
By Malcolm V. Lowe

The North American Aviation P-51 Mustang was one of the
most iconic single-seat aircraft of World War II, and was
subsequently used in the Korean War and beyond, and by a

host of countries worldwide. The Mustang was conceived, designed
and built by North American Aviation in response to a specification
issued by the British Purchasing Commission. The Mustang was
originally designed to use the Allison V-1710 engine, which had
limited high-altitude performance, and this mark is detailed in
Modellers Datafile #21, which is Part 1 of the Mustang Story. The
addition of the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine to the P-51B/C model
transformed the Mustang's performance at altitudes above
15,000 ft, where it matched or bettered almost all of the Luftwaffe’s
fighters at altitude. The definitive version, the P-51D, was powered
by the Packard V-1650-7, a license-built version of the Rolls Royce
Merlin 60 Series two-stage, two-speed, supercharged engine, and
armed with six .50 calibre M2 Browning machine guns. 

From late 1943, P-51Bs, supplemented by P-51Ds from mid-1944,
were used by the USAAF’s Eighth Air Force to escort bombers in
raids over Germany, while the RAF's 2 TAF and the USAAF's Ninth
Air Force used the Merlin-powered Mustangs as fighter-bombers, in
various roles which helped give the Allies air superiority in 1944.
The P-51 was also in service with Allied air forces in the North
African, Mediterranean and Italian theater’s, and saw limited
service against the Japanese in the Pacific War. At the start of the
Korean War, the Mustang was the United Nations main fighter until
jets such as the F-86 Sabre took over their role, and the Mustang
then became a specialised fighter-bomber. Despite the advent of jet
fighters, the Mustang remained in service with some air
forces well into the early 1980sm, and continues this
popularity in the Warbird scene.

In ‘North American Mustang Part 2 Merlin Powered’,
acknowledged author Malcolm V. Lowe continues the Mustang
story, looking in depth at the Merlin engined versions as used by
the RAF and USAAF in World War II through Korea and beyond,
describing its operators and variants, from the P-51B though to the
F-82 Twin Mustang. This volume includes colour side profiles, walk
arounds, technical diagrams, scale plans production and serial data,
and looks at modelling the Mustang in popular scales, backed up
with a Kitography of available models, decals and accessories. Fully
illustrated throughout, North American P-51 Mustang Part 2 Merlin
Powered is the comprehensive guide to one of the world’s most
recognisable aircraft. 

MDF 24
P-51 MUSTANG

£19.99
+£3.00 P&P

24
M D F

P-51 MUSTANG

ORDER HOTLINE: 44 (0)1234 211245
ORDER ONLINE: www.sampublications.com
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A
t its height the Cold War saw
the armies of NATO and the
Warsaw Pact stood toe-to-toe
in an armed stand-off. This was
characterised by a terrible fear

that it could lead to a devastating nuclear
war. Moscow’s commitment to jet and
space technology and its development of
long range weaponry, particularly its
Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM)
gave it an initial lead in the arms race with
the West. In contrast the West
concentrated its efforts on aircraft carriers,
bombers, submarines and other strategic
weapons. By the 1980s the Soviet Union
had gained the upper hand with the
nuclear arms race.  While the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991 brought
an end to the Cold War the
threat of nuclear war never

went away - the West just conveniently
chose to forget about it. Deployment of
the mobile Topol-M ICBM shows that Russia
never gave up on its nuclear deterrent.

SS-27 ‘Sickle B’
The massive Topol-M, also known by its NATO
reporting name SS-27 ‘Sickle B’, is one of the
latest Russian ICBMs to be deployed since the
Soviet Union’s demise. The first of the mobile
Topol-M were deployed near Teykovo in
central Russia with the 54th Guards Missile
Division in late 2006. Work on the RS-12M1/2
missile began in the 1980s as a development
of the existing RS-12M Topol or SS-25 ‘Sickle’.
The first missile regiments were equipped
with the Topol-M in the late 1990s and this
continued until 2012. By this stage Russia’s
Strategic Rocket Forces had deployed
seventy-eight mobile and silo based missiles.

The Topol-M (or White Popular) consists of
a cold launched, three stage, solid propellant
road mobile or silo based intercontinental
missile. It is armed with a single warhead that
has an 800 kilo ton yield, though is believed
to be also Multiple Independently-targetable
Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV) compatible. This
missile is capable of an incredible 7,320
meters per second out to a range of
10,000km. It is reportedly capable of taking
evasive action to avoid interceptor missiles as
well as dispensing decoys and utilising
targeting countermeasures en route to
target. The RS-12M1 mobile variant of the
Topol-M is transported on a APU 15U168n
launcher mounted on the MZKT-79221
universal 8x8 wheeled transporter-erector-
launcher (TEL). This makes it easily identifiable
from the earlier Topol or SS-25 which is on a
8X8 chassis.

Warzone – Moscow’s Missile Menace

Anthony Tucker-Jones charts the development of the mighty Topol – Moscow’s

very latest mobile ICBM
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War Zone

There’s an ICBM in my high street –

Moscow’s latest nuclear deterrent the

mighty Topol-M or SS-27 ‘Sickle B’

transporter-erector-launcher 
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Warzone – Moscow’s Missile Menace

SS-27 ‘Mod 2’
In 2010 the Russians also started deploying
the RS-24 Yars, dubbed the SS-27 ‘Mod 2’ by
NATO. This is essentially a development of the
Topol-M fitted with a MIRV warhead. The
mobile Yars system was issued to the 39th
Guards Rocket Division at Novosibirsk in
Siberia and re-equipped the 54th Guards
Rocket Division at Teykovo, while the silo-

based version was used to equip the 28th
Guards Rocket Division at Kozelsk in central
Russia. The 54th GRD finished rearming with
the Yars in 2012 and ended up with two
regiments equipped with a total of 18 missile
systems and supporting mobile command
vehicles. The Topol-M and RS-24 missile are
expected to remain the mainstay of Russia’s
Strategic Rocket Troops for the foreseeable
future. In light of the superior qualities of
the RS-24 production of the Topol-M
missile stopped in 2009.

SS-25 ‘Sickle’
Development of the earlier RS-12M
Topol or SS-25 ‘Sickle’ by the
Soviets commenced in the late
1970s as an improved three stage
solid propellant single warhead
mobile ICBM. The missile is deployed
in a TEL canister on a 8x8 chassis.
Measuring over 29 metres and 1.7
metres in diameter the missile is
mounted on the MAZ-7310 or MAZ-7917.
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The earlier Topol or SS-25 ‘Sickle’ on parade in Moscow in 2008

A US department of Defense graphic showing the SS-25

TEL being deployed

A ‘Scud’ TEL belonging to

the Afghan National Army
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As with the Topol-M the TEL is
normally supported by a mobile
relay station and command

support vehicle. Understandable
because the Topol was fully mobile it

was vastly more expensive than the silo
based ICBMs. The first regiment
equipped with the Topol was activated in

1985, by 1991 the Russians had deployed
288 Topol missiles and five years later this had
risen to 360. These were used to equip three
missile armies totalling seven divisions. At the
same time the SS-24 Scalpel was deployed as
both a railway and silo based missile in 1987.
In total fifty-six rail-based systems were
produced but they have since been
decommissioned.

SS-14 ‘Scapegoat’
The SS-14 ‘Scapegoat’ and SS-15 ‘Scrooge’
were monstrous Soviet long-range ballistic
missiles carried on tracked chassis. Neither
was deployed and subsequently the Soviet
opted increasingly for heavy wheeled
vehicles. The SS-14 was carried in a
cylindrical container mounted
over the carrier vehicle. Before
launching the container was
raised hydraulically and placed

in a vertical position on a launch pad lowered
from the rear of the vehicle. The container is
then opened and removed leaving the
exposed missile ready for firing. The SS-14
was first observed on a mobile launch pad in
May 1965 was an intermediate range missile
with a nuclear war head measuring about
10.7 metres in length and propelled with a
solid fuel rocket with a range of about
3,500km. Due to poor mobility and slow
missile deployment time the system did not
enter service and the missiles were replaced
in 1970.

SS-15 ‘Scrooge’
The SS-15 ‘Scrooge’ was an even larger
intercontinental ballistic missile, measuring
18.3 metres, likewise carried in a tube on the
back of a tracked vehicle. While erected in a
similar way to the SS-14 it was fired direct
from the tube. Propelled by a solid fuel
rocket it could reach up to 5,600km. The
carrying vehicles on both the SS-14 and SS-15

are very similar though the missile erecting
systems differ. Interestingly the running gear
was derived from components of the Stalin III
heavy tank or the later derivative the T-10
heavy tank. The carriers had eight small road
wheels (whereas the JS III had six and the T-10
seven) sprung on torsion bars. The long
upper track is supported on five return rollers
each side which are unevenly spaced. Power
transmission was via rear track sprockets and
the engine was believed to have been a V-2
cylinder diesel similar to that in the T-10
capable of 700hp. In both systems the crew
travelled in a superstructure at the front.
Again the SS-15 was deemed simply too
ungainly for the field.

Warzone – Moscow’s Missile Menace

The massive SS-14 Scapegoat preparing to fire

The Topol/Topol-M Combat Support Vehicle

The SS-21 ‘Scarab’

battlefield

ballistic missile
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Artists impression of the rail mounted version of the

SS-24 ‘Scalpel’
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SS-12 ‘Scaleboard’
The SS-12 ‘Scaleboard’ was previously known
as the SS-1D ‘Scud C’, but ‘Scaleboard’ was a
much more powerful missile than the Scud.
Its range of 800km makes it more of a
strategic weapon than one for battlefield
support. When these missiles were deployed
in East Germany they could have reached
much of eastern and south-eastern England.
However, the SS-12 is very similar in
appearance to the earlier SS-1C, and it
employs the same MAZ-543 chassis with a
more fully enclosed body behind the cab.
The missile is erected for firing in a similar
way but is contained in a casing until ready
for launch.

SS-1 ‘Scud’
The SS-1C ‘Scud B’ as it was known to NATO is
a medium range surface to surface missile
intended to battlefield strikes to hit troop

concentrations, defences, depots and
railways to a distance of 280km. The missile is
11.4m long and can take high explosive,
chemical and nuclear warheads. The rocket is
a single stage missile employing a liquid
propellant. ‘Scud A and B’ were initially
deployed on tracked carriers, but were then
transported on the eight wheeled MAZ-543.
This has eight-wheel drive, with the front
four wheels steerable and weighs with the
missile 28 tons. The crew compartment
consists of a heated and air conditioned cab
divided into two by the missile.

SS-21 ‘Scarab’
The smallest member of the Soviet Union’s
family of short ranged ballistic missiles is the
mobile SS-21 Scarab with a reach of 120km
compared to the 50km of the SS-23 and
900km of the SS-12M. Mounted on a 6x6 TEL
the SS-21 can take fragmentation, nuclear,

biological or chemical warheads.
Developed in the late 1960s it was used to
replace the shorter ranged ‘FROG-7’. The
‘Scarab A’ entered service with the Soviet Army
in 1975 and was forward deployed into East
Germany in the early 1980s. From there the SS-
21 could have destroyed NATO’s early warning
radar and surface-to-air missile sites prior to air
strikes. The longer range ‘Scarab B’ appeared in
1989 with a third version developed after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. 

SS-19 ‘Stiletto’
The ‘Stiletto’, unlike the other nuclear missile
described above is not mobile and is a
fourth generation silo-launched liquid
propelled ICBM. This was initially deployed in
the 1970s but was replaced by the upgraded
SS-19 Mod 3. This had a storage life of 22
years and was armed with six MIRVs. By 2008
Russia still had 126 operational missiles, but
the SS-25 remains the most numerous ICBM.
Clearly Moscow feels that the mobile Topol
systems offer a greater deterrence and first
strike capability. 

Warzone – Moscow’s Missile Menace

The ungainly tracked SS-15

‘Scrooge’ – although impressive

on parade like the tracked SS-14

‘Scapegoat’ it did not enter

service

Topol-M photographed in Moscow in 2012 readily distinguishable from the Topol by its 8x8 chassis

This is the Troposphere Relay Station for the

Topol/Topol-M, which forms part of the command and

control package

‘Scud’ in launch position – this battlefield

ballistic missile was widely exported and has

seen combat in numerous wars
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M1A1 TUSK 1 – Baghdad Battle Wagon

Kit Data
M1A1 AIM Abrams
Manufacturer: Dragon
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection
moulded with etch

Kit Number: 3535

Legend Productions M1A2 (A1) TUSK
Upgrade Set #LF1177
Legend Productions Stowage Set for M1
Abrams #LF1163

AFV-Club Anti-Reflection Coating Lens
#AC35017
Bronco Workable Tracks Set for M1A1/A2
#AB3522 
RB Model Browning M2 50.Cal #35B13
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baghdad battl
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M1A1 TUSK 1 – Baghdad Battle Wagon

Thomas Birzer builds an M1A1 TUSK

1 of B company, 1st Battalion, 35th

Armoured Regiment in Iraq
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Dragon

W
hilst reading the excellent
Tankograd ‘M1A1/M1A2 SEP
Abrams TUSK’, I came across
some pictures of M1A1 Abrams
in three-tone NATO

camouflage with sand-coloured TUSK I
armour. These vehicles immediately

piqued the interest and I knew I just
had to build one ‘in scale’ and bring
my own take on the ‘Tank Urban
Survivability’ ethos. The basic kit for
this project was the 1:35 Dragon
M1A1 AIM #3535, which is currently

the best choice if you want to
model an M1A1, as the accuracy and

detail is superb. To achieve my goal I
also need to add parts from Legend Set

#LF1177, as this includes the etched and
resin-parts necessary for the TUSK I

version. I also replaced the 0.50 cal with an
item from RB Model. 
The kit-supplied Magic Tracks were not used for

this project, as the M1 TUSK has the newer style
tracks with hollow horns. Fortunately, there are some

very good workable tracks with open horns available
from Bronco, but be prepared for a little work here!

However, the biggest challenge was the correct shape of
the shields around the Commander's cupola, and as there
are no aftermarket items available –I resorted to
scratchbuilding! Thankfully a friend had some very good
images of these shields, and with a little effort I think they
came out rather well! 
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M1A1 TUSK 1 – Baghdad Battle Wagon

During the construction of the model, I looked at endless pictures of the

M1 with TUSK

The biggest challenge was the correct shape of the shields around the Commander's cupola

My M1 also had a second storage bin at the rear

An aftermarket 0.50 cal came from RB Model

A very ‘busy’ view of the turret roof

The painted-up 0.50 cal and spotlight
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You can see here all of the detailing added to the turret roof
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During the construction of the
model, I looked at already
endless pictures of the M1
with TUSK, and the more I
looked, the more details I
found I needed to add, such
as the belts  above the
‘blocks’ on the side-
skirts, which I made
from cut tape
strips. Also, as I
opened up the
turret hatches, I
had to install some
rudimentary interior
to mask the open
spaces! My M1 also had
a second storage bin at
the rear, and this was not in
the kit, so again I resorted to
scratchbuilding!  

With construction complete, I began the
painting, and first added a coat of Tamiya XF-
67. NATO Green, and followed this with a
fine coat of Mr. Surfacer 1200. This
colour was brightened somewhat
with some XF-2 White. Onto this I
added the camouflage colours of
Tamiya XF-69 NATO Black and XF-68
NATO Brown. I painted the sand-
coloured parts with a mixture of
XF-60 Dark Yellow and XF-59 Desert
Yellow with a little White. Further

weathering consisted of
some light chipping,

sand-coloured oil

paint filters and washes for
the dust. Finally I added
some MIG Productions Gulf

War Sand and Europe Dust
pigments for more effect.
For the periscope lenses I

used again the outstanding
AFV Club Anti Reflection

Coating Lens #AC35017, and I
firmly believe that there is

nothing better at the moment.
To complete the vehicle, I added

plenty of stowage to the rear
bins, using parts from the Legend
Stowage Set #LF1163 for the M1
Abrams, choosing amongst other things
the coolers, backpacks, jerry cans and

ammunition boxes. The stretcher was
scratchbuilt.

I really enjoyed this project, from
the initial inspirational photographs to
the last dab of pigment, and I hope
my journey will inspire you to try
something that stretches your
modelling abilities. 

Thanks to The Hobby Company for
the build sample.

www.hobbyco.net
Tankograd titles are available from

Bookworld Wholesale
www.bookworldws.co.uk
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I added plenty of stowage to the rear

bins, using parts from the

Legend Stowage Set for the M1

Abrams

M1A1 TUSK 1

MIG Productions Gulf War Sand

and Europe Dust pigments added

more effects

Weathering consisted of some 

light chipping and some 

sand-coloured oil paint filters
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JGSDF 4x4 LAV
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The Dio-Armour
Series

Keeping 
the Peace
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Dio-Armour

Tamiya

T
he vehicle itself is produced by
Komatsu and is only used by the
Japanese forces, with seven
variations being produced. This
scene is also unique in that it

shows part of the 2004 humanitarian
assistance mission in Iraq, the first time
Japanese forces had been deployed in a
non-UN overseas operation since 1945.
The Japanese Iraq Reconstruction and
Support Group (JIRSG) was based in
Samawah as a purely non-combative
deployment with Dutch and Australian
troops as force protection.  

I don’t really need to run through the main
build in any detail here, as anyone who has
built a recent offering from Tamiya will know
what a joy to build they are. The model comes
with a one-piece cast metal chassis which is a
nice addition and adds some strength and
weight to the finished model, and a full interior
is also included. The tyres are one-piece
moulded rubber but are very well detailed, and
look great when weathered up. The only
modification I wanted to make to add a little
more interest was to have the front wheels
turned, so I cut the steering rack to suit and
replaced one side with some stretched sprue,
cut to replace the ‘missing’ arm. There are

three build options provided, and I went with
the ‘fully loaded’ version seen in Iraq, which
uses all the extras, roof mounted wire cutters,
smoke dischargers, roof rack and the turret
mounted 5.56mm Minimi support weapon. 

The completed vehicle was primed and
finished in Tamiya Olive Drab, and then a lighter
top coat was applied. The supplied decals were
then fitted and sealed with a coat of matt
varnish. I added the stowage using some
spares from the Tamiya Modern US Equipment
set.  As this was a humanitarian assistance
mission I loaded up the roof rack with ration
boxes and water cans, instead of the usual
ammunition and weapons. The weathering was
next and was a combination of dry brushing
and washes to bring out the detail. I then
decided to use my airbrush to lightly apply an
all-over dust effect using Tamiya Buff, slowly
working from the wheels up. Masking the
windscreen wiper swipes helped to show this
off and the effect was just what I was after.
Finally I worked in some MIG Productions Gulf
War Sand pigment to the underside and into
the tyre treads, then a light dusting over the
entire vehicle.

Before I started the diorama I also acquired
the figure set Tamiya released to complement
the LAV. This consists of five figures, a
commander and three soldiers in patrol

Kit Data
JGSDF 4x4 LAV
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 35275

Tamiya 1:35 JGSDF Humanitarian Assistance
Figure Set 35276
Tamiya 1:35 US Modern US Equipment Set
#266
Royal Model Red Bricks # 291
Great North Roads Concrete Barriers
#GNR089

Humanitarian Mission

Robin Gilby uses the 1:35 Tamiya

JGSDF 4x4 LAV and a host of Tamiya

extras to produce a humanitarian

mission scene from Iraq 2004. This

scene, populated by Tamiya kits,

depicts a Japanese LAV with crew

patrolling an abandoned suburb of Samawah in Iraq as part

of the reconstruction and humanitarian mission which ran

from 2004 through to 2006.
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stances and one crew member who is provided
to man the weapon station in the turret. Again
a great set which includes all the personal kit
and weapons you would need to produce a
realistic squad and some nice extras to use as
you see fit. I found no need to modify them in
any way and was happy with the poses as they
were. I finished them with a combination of
Tamiya and Vallejo Acrylics, paying particular

attention to the camo scheme which is a
quite complicated modern take on the pea
pattern design. Once they were painted I
detailed them with some masking tape

goggle straps and rifle slings. Tamiya
supply some small decals for
the National Insignia and
the yellow idents on the
weapons, but as I didn’t

think they would sit too
realistically I painted them on

myself which I think gave a better
finish. They were then lightly
weathered to match their vehicle.

I had already got in my mind the layout I
wanted, so set to work planning the base and
position of all the components quite quickly. I
used two pieces of thin plywood as the base
itself, and scratchbuilt a section of worn and
weathered pavement out of a third smaller
plywood off-cut. Using a scalpel I carefully

scribed and cut all the detail to
represent each slab and kerb
stone making plenty of
irregular shapes and adding
broken corners and some
missing and damaged
slabs. The road surface was
then textured with some
very fine sand fixed with
watered down PVA glue.
The base then received a
primer to seal it all

together. When dry I began to
airbrush multiple layers of

colour, starting with dark grey
and then building up several tones

of light and dark sand. The pavement
was then picked out by hand using Vallejo
acrylics, making sure each slab was painted a
different colour. 

I then started putting together the
corrugated fence and adding more detailing.
The corrugated sheets were a great find, made
from the cardboard holder of a takeaway coffee
cup. The card itself needs soaking in water to
separate it from the backing and can then be
cut and shaped as you see fit. Once dry, painted
and weathered with various rust tones they
really looked the part. I also shaped some
barbed wire from SB Scotia and added this to
the top. This was all glued in position and
supported with some cut-sprue fence posts.
Here I also added the signpost, another shaped
sprue offcut topped off with a Verlinden street
sign, and some period posters which I printed

off from the internet. Next I
begun to build up the rubble
and debris across the base, and
now also added the concrete

road block barriers, from Great
North Roads.

Most of the parts here came from the spares
box, but I decided to scratchbuild some pallets
from some large ice-pop sticks. Cutting and
shaping each part and bonding with PVA glue
was quite time consuming but definitely worth
it as I ended up with some unique pallets to fill
out the front of the diorama. To carry on the
reconstruction theme I loaded them up with
some red bricks from Royal Model. Everything
was then given a light dusting with the airbrush
and the same MIG Productions pigment as the
vehicle to blend it all together.

With the groundwork itself virtually complete
I could now add the LAV and decide on
positioning all the figures. As I mentioned earlier
the poses were pretty much spot on ‘out of the
box’ and it didn’t take long to place them all in
quite a natural looking group. Finally I added a
stray cat from Royal Model and the project was
complete! It was a thoroughly enjoyable
contemporary diorama to put together with an
interesting subject matter and back-story, and I
taught myself a few new scratchbuilding
techniques along the way which I hope you
have enjoyed sharing.

My thanks to Ian Young at Military Machines
International Magazine, and to Gordon

Arthur for his informative
and helpful JGSDF

article from the May
2013 issue.
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1/35 figures & accessories for Mk.IV, FT-17 &St.Chamond

BONEHEAD MODELS By Mike Good

1/9 scale Busts:

MC35105
CRIB – Mk.IV Trench

Crossing Device
$15.50 USD

MC35117 
French Tanker

$18.50 USD

75mm WWI figures:

MC75002
WWII British
Artilleryman
$39.00 USD

1/25 scale for Zundapp and Pz.II from TASCA:

MC25011
WWII German
Motorcyclists
$41.00 USD

MC25014
WWII German Panzer II 

Commander and 
Crewman set $41.00 USD

MC75004
WWII British
Work Party
$39.00 USD

MC75006
WWII British

Trench Raider
$39.00 USD

1/9 scale
(200mm)
$110 USD

MC19014
WWI German
Trench Raider
$47.00 USD

MC19013
WWI British

Trench Raider
$47.00 USD

WWII SS Squad Leader – Russia 1941

MC35118
French Tanker #2

COMING SOON

PLEASE NOTE: all our figures and accessories are unassembled and unpainted
To place an order and to see more please visit our website:

www.ModelCellar.com

Model CellarTHE
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Leatherneck 
HobbyFan

U
rban warfare always
requires ‘boots on
the ground’ and the
harrowing job of
door-to-door patrols.

Usually divided into fire teams of four,
the team includes a Rifleman who

acts as the point-man, Team
Leader/Grenadier, Automatic Rifleman
with a M240G or M249 SAW, and an
Assistant Automatic Rifleman who carries
additional ammunition for the machine
gun. Hobby Fan gives you two of the four,
with the Rifleman and Automatic Rifleman
comprising this small vignette in a Middle
Eastern setting. 

The resin in this set is very nicely cast and has
great detail, and although labelled as having the
later ‘Digital’ camouflage pattern uniform, a
closer inspection of the figures showed that a
few details were missing for them to be true
Marine Pattern or ‘MarPat’ uniforms. What is
missing is minor, and could be easily added,
such as the arm pockets. I decided to go a
different route and backdate them by adding
earlier weapons than are provided, and use an

older camouflage pattern. In hindsight, I would
also recommend ‘un-blousing’ the trousers, or
having the ends of the trousers fall outside the
boots, and replace the covered full packs with
smaller patrol packs. These changes would
make these figures the norm for a light patrol
in an urban street.  

To ease in painting, I constructed the figures
while still having their feet attached to the
casting blocks, as this gave me a convenient
handle to hold my Marines. Most of the parts
fit very well, although location of some of the
pouches is left up to the builder’s knowledge.
With assembly complete, I painted the faces
with my favourite flesh medium, oils. Oils make
great flesh tones as you can blend and feather
them in for some very realistic results.  The
colours used here were White, Brown, Burnt

Umber, and once the overall tones were
established, thinned Vallejo acrylics helped
bring out further shadows and highlights.  

For the uniforms, I opted to try out some
camouflage pattern decals from Cross Delta.
Having backdated the figures a bit, the three-
tone Desert and Woodland patterns were
appropriate for these two Marines. At first, one
would think that using a decal for the pattern
would save time, however do not be fooled. It
took just as long, if not longer, to decal the
uniforms, than if I had outright painted them.
To begin, a base coat of Model Master Sand
enamel was applied, then once dry I added a
clear coat of gloss. The camouflage decal
comes in one large sheet, and you must plan
each piece, cutting and applying the decal
pieces. So it's much like a puzzle, but keep in
mind the seams in the uniform as well as

Andy Renshaw details the Hobby Fan ‘US Marines in Iraq’ vignette
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US Marines in Digital Uniform Set

Kit Data
US Marines in Digital Uniform Set
Manufacturer: HobbyFan
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin
Kit Number: HF556

Urban warfare
always requires

boots on the
ground

The uniform decals are applied, and note

the swapped-out weapons, backdating the

figures from what is provided in the box

Painting

continues with

the equipment 

Shading and

highlighting is now

added using

thinned acrylics… …and further details

are painted in 

Painting begins with the flesh parts using oil paintsThe HobbyFan figures assembled
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US Marines in Digital Uniform Set
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portions that are made of a different cut of
cloth, such as cargo pockets, where the
pattern would shift. The arms and legs
were wrapped much like a bandage,
while other ‘flat’ portions were cut
and pieced together. The curved
areas, such as helmets, are best
done with smaller triangles and
other shapes. All in all, each
figure took about two full
evenings to decal. Lots of
setting solution helps the
process, and don’t be afraid to
return once the decal is dry and
use a sharp blade to cut some of
the deeper recesses, and any
bubbles that appear. Hit with
more setting solution and
wait till that dries. Repeat
the process if
necessary!

In preparation for the rest of the painting,
after the camouflage decal dries, coat the
figure in clear flat. From this point, painting
follows more traditional methods. Shadows and
highlights are done with layers of thinned paint,
either darker browns or light tans respectively. I
like using Vallejo acrylics, as they have very fine
pigments and their capillary action water works
very well to flow along joints and folds. Some
thinned black can be used with a fine brush to
outline hard edges, such as along belts and
straps, and darken some of the deeper folds. In
the midst of the process of layering shadows
and highlights, I also painted the equipment
using appropriate greens and tans. They were
then in turn shadowed and highlighted like the

uniform. A very light-handed dry-brushing can
also be used on equipment to make finer
details pop out. A few more enjoyable evenings
were spent in this process, repeating the steps
until satisfied with the results. At this point the
figures were nearly complete so I turned my
attention to the base. 

The base in this kit is a simple two-piece
affair, and a little extra beach sand was glued
onto the ground as I didn’t like the texture of
the resin base. Once assembled and the sand
was dry, I glued the resin to a wood plaque to
form the entire display. This was then coated
with Rustoleum primer. The wood portions
were sanded to a bit finer finish, then the base
was sprayed with a gloss or satin black, and
once dry, any portions that remained black
were masked off. The wall and ground were
then airbrushed using various tans and earth
tones, with the ground being a little darker
than the wall. This was not a heavy application
of paint, but more of a ‘cloud’ so that some of
the shadow of the black paint would be
preserved.  The wall and step had some
powdered pigments applied to further
weather them. Some dark washes with acrylic
and light dry-brushing finished off the
painting. A little debris was added along the
base of the wall with some scrap metal, card,
and a ‘glass’ bottle. Some additional tan and
brown washes plus some pigments blended
the debris into the groundwork. At this point,
the figures were attached to the base, and
here I had to scrape away a little of my added
sand to set the feet into the earth a bit, but
this was easy to do. The boots were then
blended in with some additional ground
coloured pigments and dry-brushing.  

Overall, I am very pleased with this piece.
The figures are very nicely cast and made the
painting easy, and I will be using the decal
technique again, even if it did take a little
longer.

Thanks to Inside The Armour for the build
sample! 

www.insidethearmour.com

Nearing completion with only a few

minor details to add!

For the uniforms I used Cross Delta decals, which although

excellent took just as much time to use as painting!

Construction of resin display base with additional sand

added to the groundwork

Some very ‘light-handed’ dry-

brushing was used on the equipment

to make finer details pop out
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The display frame was then attached to a wooden base

and the scene was primed in black, and after masking

off, various sand and tan colours were airbrushed

onto the ground and the wall

US Marines in Digital Uniform Set
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I
have a few random points regarding
IPMS membership encouragement
and charter renewal progress. First
up, we have had a lot of discussions
during e-Board meetings on ways to

stimulate increased membership and
participation in IPMS. We have addressed
our financial health of the organization
and our President, Dick Christ, would like
to address our membership health. For
years IPMS has been stable at slightly
more than 4000 members. It is great that
the numbers have stayed stable, but
ideally we would like to see them grow
from year to year. 

Dick has stated that there is very little we
can do at the national level to grow IPMS and
growth will have to come from the bottom up.
As such, chapters are on the front line to
encourage IPMS membership. What can
chapters do? First encourage participation in
the National organization within the chapter.
This can come in the form of giving local club
due discounts for IPMS members in an IPMS
chapter (considering each chapter benefits
from IPMS event and meeting insurance). We
may also recognize clubs that have a high
degree of IPMS participation within their club
(recognition form to be determined). 

Another way to encourage participation, is
to make chapter meetings fun to attract and
retain more members. One way to maximize
fun is to minimize the ‘Roberts Rules of Order’
dogma in meetings and keep mundane
business discussion to the minimum needed.
Meetings that are all about the fun of model
building or sharing techniques will be better
attended than debate club style snooze fests
stressing procedural arguments and esoteric
political struggles. In
general - make your
meetings fun and good
things will follow for your
club and IPMS.

I am also encouraging
the Regional Coordinators

to assist clubs in finding unaffiliated
members near chapters. Over forty-
percent of IPMS members are not
affiliated with local chapters. This can be
from not having a chapter nearby or from the
fact most modelers are not very extroverted
and participate in more solitary model building
pursuits. I am going to distribute the database
info to every RC so they can be your club’s
source to help find new members for your
club. We still have a program on the books for
IPMS members to get a two month extension
for every new member they bring to IPMS. I
challenge everyone to seek out and encourage
another member or two so you can get those
membership extensions. 

I would also like to report on the excellent
progress made during the annual IPMS charter
renewal exercise. On average, two or three
renewals come in every day which is good
enough to renew the 232 IPMS chapters by
December 31. I also applaud clubs for taking
advantage of the electronic payment option
for the $30 charter fee. So far, about eighty-
percent of renewals have used the electronic
payment option which is both faster and easier
to process than the old school snail mail and
paper check method. Keep up the good work.

That’s all I have for now so
let’s all get to our
workbenches and build some
plastic!

www.ipmsmoss.com
www.ipmsusa.org

Membership Details
IPMS USA is dedicated to the hobby (and
fun) of Scale Modelling. It was started by Jim
Sage, of Dallas, Texas, in 1964. There are now
branches of IPMS all over the world. Our
Local Regions and Chapters sponsor Model
shows and contests every year, but you
needn't be a member to visit the shows or
attend the club meetings!
With IPMS/USA Membership, you will receive
the outstanding IPMS/USA Journal six times a
year - it includes features on all modeling
subjects such as aircraft, armor, automotive,
ships, figures - you name it! You will also find
listings of IPMS contests, swap meets, hints
and tips, and reviews.
Membership also qualifies you to participate
in IPMS/USA sanctioned contests, and
particularly in our World-famous National
Convention, held each summer. As a
member, you'll also be able to access our
online Discussion Board, where a wide variety
of modeling topics are discussed, and enjoy
interaction with other serious modelers for
help with questions about modeling
techniques or the Society in general. Many
Hobby Shops and Model Vendors around the
USA offer discounts to IPMS/USA Members.

Memberships are available in several types:
Junior: 
17 years old or Younger, $12.00 per year
Adult: 
1 Year $25.00
2 Years $49.00
3 Years $73.00
Family: 
Adult Membership plus $5.00 (Additional
Membership cards as requested)
Canada or Mexico: 
$30.00 per Year
Foreign: 
$32.00 per Year (Journal via Regular Mail)
or $55.00 per year (Journal via Air Mail)

Payment Information: Online Payment may
be made via Credit Card only.
Downloadable IPMS/USA Application Form
(in PDF, 100KB).
Applications using payment via Check or
Money Order should be printed and mailed
to:
IPMS/USA
Dept. H, PO Box 2475
N. Canton, OH 44720-0475
For any questions or problems with your
membership application/renewal, please
contact the IPMS/USA Officer Manager, Ms.
M.J. Kinney, at:

manager@ipmsusa.org

IPMS/USA is Presented by Larry Randel, IPMS/USA Director of local Chapters

The IPMS USA Column
Making Your Meetings Fun Equals Greater
Participation and Satisfaction

IPMS USA Report www.ipmsusa.org
IPM
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hammer a

Zvezda; LVM Studios

T
he SS-25 ‘Topol’ is a
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
Launcher based on a MAZ-7917
Heavy Duty Seven-Axle Truck, and
is currently Russia’s main

strategic nuclear deterrent.  After an
agreement was reached between the USA
and Russia as part of the Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (START) to limit the their
nuclear arsenals, Russia
turned a lot of their
mobile missile launchers
into rocket launchers with
one of the most notable
flights being the launch of
Israel’s EROS B Earth
Observation satellite.  

This is, as far as I am
aware, the first time that
this particular vehicle has
been produced in plastic (it
has been available as a resin
and etched kit by Armory)
and 1:72 seems to be a
good size to release in. The build begins by
creating the main chassis for the truck
section, which is produced in two halves and
you start by adding the detail to each piece,
and a steady hand is required here! The
strengthening cross members and the drive
chain go in next, and luckily the fit is
excellent and a good connection can be
made before both parts of the chassis are
glued together. At this point you realise that
you have two options - the first is ‘transport
mode’ and the second is ‘launch mode’. So it
is a good idea to go through the instructions
once you have made your choice and mark
the sections where you need to make the
whole experience a lot easier. I chose the
‘launch position’ so picked the longer of the

two hydraulic rams before the two
halves were glued into place. With
a little masking tape holding the
pieces together I began building
each wheel hub, and again making
sure I was building the right one,
as again there is the choice of two.
These are then glued in place
along each side of the chassis and
some very tiny control arms, so
once more make sure the right
ones are picked. 
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The contrasting
colours really

bring this model
to life

‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle START-1 Conversion

Kit Data
‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle
Manufacturer: Zvezda
Scale: 1:72
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 5003

START-1 Conversion Set
Manufacturer: LVM Studios
Scale: 1:72
Kit Type: Cast resin and Etch
Kit Number: START72
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r and Sickle

With the suspension
in place work began on

adding some of the other details, such
as the fuel tanks and boxes to the chassis, as
well as the mid and rear supports. The launch
frame for the missile is also clipped in place
now, but will more than likely require gluing
once the model is built, for added strength.
Next up are the support sections for the
front cabs and the mudguards which run

along the whole length of the chassis.
Take special care with the

front ones as it is easy to put them on the
wrong way round. With the supports in place
the mudguards can go on as well as the front
cab, and as usual work one side, then the
other. I masked off the clear window sections
before they were installed, as I felt it was a
little easier to do it that way. 

The rear support and missile launch frame
could now be fitted, and at this point I
realised that the hydraulic ram was going to
be too long for how I wanted to portray the
missile, so I cut it down so that the launcher
would be in partially raised/lowered
configuration. With the launch frame now in
place I added glue to all the parts for

additional strength. The side boxes went
on next, and the model was now
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Keith Forsyth converts the 1:72 Zvezda SS-25 ‘Topol’

Ballistic Missile Launcher into a START-1 version using

the LVM Studios kit

‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle START-1 Conversion

The build begins by

creating the main

chassis for the truck
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‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle START-1 Conversion

You have two options -

the first is ‘transport mode’

and the second is ‘launch mode’

With the

suspension in

place work began on

adding some of the other

details

The strengthening cross

members and the drive

chain go in next, and

here the fit is excellent
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The rear support

and missile

launch frame

being fitted

Test fitting the

launcher and missile

The superb nose-cone

details from LVM

The LVM conversion

being test fitted

Making the cut on the

missile to fit the LVM

conversion

The side boxes go on next, and the model is now

beginning to feel a lot less fragile and more rigid
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‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle START-1 Conversion

The missile was painted in

Tamiya Yellow

The decals required

care and patience

beginning to feel a lot less fragile
and more rigid, making
handling a little easier. A few
more smaller details were
then added around the
cab sections and under
the missile launch frame,
which pretty much
finished the truck
section of the kit.

Now we move onto
the missile and the START-1
conversion from LVM
studios. This is a resin and etch
update set that opens up the
missile launch tube and adds more
detail, including the warhead. So to begin I
taped both halves of the missile tube
together, and to ensure a straight cut I placed
it in a small jig. Once cut a light sanding was
needed to ensure it was completely level. To
this was added the new resin section from
the LVM Conversion. Some light filler was
needed to blend both pieces together and
once it was sanded back I was happy with the
join. Etched parts were then placed into the
nosecone of the kit part, which does add
another dimension to it. These are a little
fiddly to do, but the results speak for

themselves. The missile
launch tube can then
be test fitted onto the
frame, and at this
point I wished I had

added a counterweight
to the lower part of the

tube to deflect the weight
of the resin section. Adding

the rubber tyres to the hubs
then completed the build.

Breaking everything back down again the
entire model received a Grey undercoat and
once this was dry I added a coat of Black
before the painting and weathering started. I
then painted the missile tube, and to add a
contrast to the model this was done in
Tamiya Flat Yellow, as this was the colour
used on the launchers of the START-1 rocket
program. It did take quite a few coats to get
a good flat finish and the rest of the model
was then painted with Tamiya Olive Drab.
Once dry a coat of Vallejo Satin Varnish was
applied, followed by a coat of gloss in

preparation for the decals. The LVM
Conversion includes a set of decals, and as
they are printed on a solid sheet of decal
paper cutting them as close as possible was
required, and multiple coats of Micro Sol and
Set were needed to get the decals to bed
down and follow the contours of the model.
With the decals finally in place another coat
of gloss sealed them in, and this was
followed by another Satin Varnish coat. Then
a wash of Sepia oil paint was added to the
shadows which also helped tone down the
initial colour. As the missile tube was Yellow
using an overall Sepia wash wouldn’t work, so
I opted for MIG Productions Dark Wash along
all the edges, with any excess being cleaned
up with clean brush and thinner. This gave a
worn look without overpowering the yellow

After a Grey

undercoat, a Black

pre-shade was

applied
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The launcher

received thinned

coats of Tamiya

Olive Drab

The missile with decals

added and a MIG Productions

Dark Wash applied
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finish. Finally some of the details were picked out with acrylic
colours before the rocket head was glued into place inside
the launch tube. 

Moving back to the truck, a light coat of Tamiya Buff
added a dusty hue to the lower section

before various MIG Productions
dust weathering products

were randomly flicked over
the lower areas. The
wheels also received a
light coat of Tamiya Buff
before Black acrylic paint
was sponged around the

edges to give them a dusty,
used look before being fitted

to the vehicle. To complete the
model the missile tube was then

glued into place, and some final
weathering helped blend everything together. 

This was a really enjoyable project and I do feel that the
contrasting colours of the dark military green of the truck and

the yellow of the missile tube bring this model to life.
Thanks to Zvezda for the build sample.

www.zvezda.ru
Thanks to LVM Studios for the START-1

Conversion kit
www.LVM-Studios.com

‘Topol’ SS-25 Sickle START-1 Conversion
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The launcher with

missile fitted and nose

cone displayed

The completed and

weathered launcher
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LVM Studios 
Models - Detail kits - Modelling services 

www.LVM-Studios.com 
Goudplevier 106, 5348 ZG  Oss, 

The Netherlands 
tel: +31 412 627787 

email: enquiries@LVM-Studios.com 

Dealers: 
Andromeda24.de (GER), Aviationmegastore.com (NL), 

CultTVmanshop.com (US), Victorymodels.com(US), Stevenshobby.com (US), 
Eurekashop.be (B), store.LVM-Studios.com (NL) 

START72- START-1 conversion kit for Zvezda “TOPOL” SS-25  “Sickle” 

TOPOL72- detail kit for Zvezda “TOPOL” SS-25  “Sickle” 

GraphicAir online
Unit 1 Levens Hall Park, Lund Lane, Killinghall, Harrowgate. HG3 2BG

T: +44 (0)1423 522836 F: +44 (0)1423 525656 E: info@graphicair.co.uk

W: www.graphicair.co.uk

Saturday 14th February 2015
10am - 5pm        Leas Cliff Hall

Folkestone
Kent, CT20 2DZ, UK

Model Clubs and Exhibitors
from the UK and Europe

'Make and Take' for Juniors
sponsored by Airfix

Excellent Demonstrations,
Displays & Presentations

Large Prestigious
Model Competition

Dedicated 'MAFVA Zone'

    ...a whole day of Modelling Fun!

SaUK and Overseas Traders
expected at OnTrack 2015:

Accurate Armour
Armour Models
Armourfast

Avid Reader
Black Lion Decals
Black Dog
Blitzkrieg Models
Britnell Bases
Bull Models
Dan Taylor Modelworks
Den Bels Models

Dorking Models
Engine Shed Toys
Friendship Models
Giesbers Models
Gramodels
Great North Roads
Guideline Publications
Inside The Armour
Kit Krazy
Kingfisher Miniatures
Landmark Models
Matador Models
Milicast
MMS Models

Pol Models
Resicast
Sgt's Mess
Sovereign 2000
Sparta Modellbau
Starmers Armour
The War and Peace Revival
Early War Miniatures/20mm Zone
The Aviation & Military Book Centre
Progressive Engineering Solutions
 Ltd/Sphere Products
Mushroom Model Publications
Valiant Miniatures
And even more expected!

Admission - Adults £5
Accompanied Children

under 16 FREE!

on.track@live.co.uk
www.ontrackshow.co.uk

Admin:
6 Cliffe Road, Barton on Sea,
New Milton Hants, BH25 7PB

    

M
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Tamiya

T
he inspiration for this build came
from a National Geographic
documentary 'Inside Green Berets'
and their superb Ground Mobility
Vehicles or GMVs packed with

equipment, lots of weapons and those
unique Special Forces ‘adjustments’. I just
had to build one!  The kit I used was the
Tamiya M1025 Humvee which is very well
detailed and easy to put together, and the
GMV conversion came from Legend
Productions, however, I wanted to build a
much later M1113 type, so some
scratchbuilding was required.

The Legend conversation came with most
of the parts I needed, but to make an M1113
I needed some additional parts, like the

extended radiator grille, but a quick email to
Legend and I received the item from their IBIS
Tec Bumper Kit! Great customer service! I also
had to scratchbuilt the armoured windshield,
armoured doors and some additional
armoured plates and some minor details.

The armoured plates attached to the rear
cargo bed were based on a real vehicle and are
in fact the side parts of a Humvee 'GPK' turret.

I also added some extra seats in the cargo
bed area, also based on real GMVs; as these
were not included in the conversion I was
able to source them separately.

As the Special Forces have extra
communications gear, I had to scratchbuild a
GPS and a AN/PSC-5 Satcom radio. Many
GMVs also have stretchers, which I built from
Evergreen tubing and a paper tissue. As for

Gijs Van Iperen converts the Tamiya M1025 in to a

Special Forces M1113 
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Tamiya M1025 Special Forces M1113

Kit Data
M1025 Humvee
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Plastic injection moulded
Kit Number: 35263 

Special Forces GMV
Conversion Set
Manufacturer: Legend Productions
Scale: 1:35
Kit Type: Cast resin with etch
Kit Number: LF1212

Legend Productions US ODA Weapons
Sergeant #LF0134 
Legend Productions US ODA Warrant Officer
#LF0135
Legend Productions LF0137 Sgt. 18 Bravo
#LF0136
Accurate Armour Water Bottles #A042C
Live Resin US Army M4 Carbine w/ M203A1
#35003
Live Resin US Army M4 Carbine #35002
Pro Art Modern Clamping Tools #PAU-35038

Green Berets GMV
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Legend kindly sent me a new radiator grille!

Rear seat, tyre and gun

Special Forces extra kit! Plenty of detail on the roof mounted weapon

Scratchbuilt armour on the doors The completed GMV, ready for painting

Tamiya M1025 Special Forces M1113
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the rest of the stowage such as the
backpacks and ammunition boxes, these all
came from my spares-box. I also added a
Commander Models water cooler, and I also
scratchbuilt the VS-17 Identification Panel on
the spare tyre.

With the construction complete I was
ready to paint, and first applied a coat of
Vallejo Surface Primer. The next step was the

base colour, and here I applied some very
light colour modulation. After painting up the
interior, I added a coat of Vallejo Air Sand, as
this is a very good match for the US CARC Tan
paint. Next up were the camouflage stripes
on the outside armour, and this was done
with a random application of Vallejo
Green/Black.

Now the fun part could start with the
weathering. I began with a Dark Brown pin-
wash, followed by some subtle chipping and
some rusty patches to bring the finish to life.
Then I added some dust using a very thin
mixture of Buff oil paint, almost like a filter,

and this toned everything down and blended
it all together. Next up was some mud, and
this was created using some AK Interactive
Dust Effects mixed with plaster. 

The figures all come from Legend and
were very easy to work with and I only added
some radio antennas and made someVallejo Air Sand is a very good match for the US CARC

Tan paint

The camouflage stripes were done with a random

application of Vallejo Green/Black

Certain aspects
really tested my

scratchbuilding
abilities!
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Fully loaded rear deckThe painted and complete interior

adjustments to one of the figure's legs. I knew I
was in for a tough time painting them as one
figure was to have the ACU Digital Camouflage;
the other two were to have the DCU scheme.
The ACU camouflage was a real challenge,
especially painting the vertical lines and square
shapes with dark and light grey! The weapons
came from 'Live Resin' and added just that little

extra detail.
The base was actually quite simple, and was a

scrap piece of wood, hollowed out and filled with
Styrofoam and suitably painted and weathered with a

tree and various items of vegetation added. 
I had a lot of fun working on this project although it took

quite some time to complete! I learned an awful lot in the building
phase, and certain aspects tested my scratchbuilding abilities! 

Tamiya M1025 Special Forces M1113
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The figures all came from Legend Productions

The completed

GMV
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“SAM Online Offer”
SAVE 10% on your complete order by using

code ‘SAMI10’ at the checkout.

Now stocking a variety of
Albion Alloys products

VISIT www.sampublications.com 
for more information

PRECISION PRODUCTSALWAYS CUTTING EDGE!

“SAM Online Offer”
SAVE 10% on your complete order by using

code ‘SAMI10’ at the checkout.

Now stocking a variety of 
Swann-Morton products

VISIT www.sampublications.com 
for more information

Please reserve/deliver* a copy of Scale Military Modeller International
on a regular basis, commencing with the .......................................... issue

*delete as appropriate

Title/Mr/Mrs/Ms
First name: ........................................... Surname: .........................................

Address:...........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Postcode:................................................................................

Daytime Telephone No: ...........................................................
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I
n 1965 the Beatles were topping the
‘Hit Parade’ and Anton Maund, then
residing at 13 Milton Road in
Southampton met with other like-
minded enthusiasts to form the

‘Miniature Armoured Fighting Collectors
Association’ (when it was decided that
Membership numbers should be handed
out Anton was chosen to be 001)!  In those
early days the group consisted of Gary
Williams, Max Hundleby and
Gerry Dooley from the British
Model Soldier Society.  

The group decided early on to
drop the ‘Collectors’” from the
association name and ‘MAFVA’ came
into being. These were the exciting
early days of injection plastic
moulding; the Airfix catalogue
featured only eleven military
vehicles in the rather dubious scale
of HO/00. Although Tamiya had
produced their first tank in 1:35 (a
Panther) in 1961 it was not until 1968 that they
first produced a 1:35 German Tank Soldier Set
in their Military Miniature Series. These early kits
formed the basis of many of the articles that
would appear in the Miniature Armoured
Fighting Vehicle Association Magazine – which
in October 1969 would become ‘Tankette’, a
name that is still in use today.

Tankette is funded by subscriptions from
the MAFVA membership and deliberately
covers areas that the main commercial
magazines do not. Scale drawings featured
prominently in the early magazines and still do
today. The early drawings were mainly in 1:76 as
this was at the time the most popular scale.
Tankette still carries drawings but now in all the

popular scales.  The early drawings
were popular as modellers used them
mainly for scratch building to
supplement the meagre number of
models that were being produced by
the kit manufacturers. Today almost
every AFV subject is covered by either
the major model manufacturers or
the smaller cottage industry  suppliers
but the Tankette drawings are still
used to confirm the dimensions of
manufacturer’s latest kits or to

provide the basis for conversions.
The emphasis in Tankette is on research and

original articles and for the 50th year there are
some really unusual and interesting vehicles
lined up to grace the pages of the magazine.
There will be something for everyone –
regardless of the period or nationality that you
might be interested in.  Those that want to see
the entire range of articles need look no
further than the MAFVA Website at.  As a
MAFVA member you can buy back issues that
contain details of that AFV that you have been
looking for. So if you have ever considered
joining MAFVA now as we approach our 50th
year would be a great time to join. 

www.mafva.net

MAFVA
Miniature Armoured Fighting Vehicles Association
MAFVA exists to promote and interest in AFV’s
and their associated equipment, and to act as
a non-profit making organisation for the
collection and dissemination of information.
We try to answer queries and seek sources of
information for our fast growing international
membership, and to encourage
correspondence between those with similar
interests. The interests within MAVA run from
Wold War One to the present day, although a

greater emphasis is centred on the
Second World War. The majority of
members make and/or collect models,
and there are many who only gather
information on military subjects,

whilst others work on, or even
collect full sized military
vehicles. In addition to this we
aim to provide our members
with a quality bi-monthly

magazine ‘Tankette’. Local
branches are

being continually
formed both in
the UK and
overseas, and are

encouraged to hold
meetings, displays and
competitions to enable
their members to get
more out of their hobby,
by meeting others with
similar interests and to
share information and
expertise.

Joining

MAFVA
For more information contact MAFVA
President, Gary Williams at,
MAFVA, 45 Balmoral Close, Holmes
Chapel, Cheshire CW4 7JQ

membership@mafva.net
Current subscription rates are
UK and HM Forces £15
Europe/ Rest of the World (Surface mail) £18
Rest of the World (Air Mail) £21

www.mafva.net

SAM Publications
MAFVA Members Discount Offer
SAM Publications is delighted to be able
to offer MAFVA members a 10% discount
on subscriptions to Scale Military
Modeller International, or any of our
other titles or books, but not including kits
or accessories. To take advantage of this
offer just quote your MAFVA membership
number on any correspondence. For more
details email or call us at:

mail@sampublications.com
+44 (0) 1234 211245

MAFVA Report www.mafva.net

Branches 
Bedfordshire  
Cambridge  
Chester   
Clacton-on-Sea  
Devon  
Essex   
Lancashire (Bolton)
London  
Maryport 
Midlands (Leicester) 
Northern Home
Counties  
North West (Wirral) 
Norwich  
Nottingham   
Rugby   

Suffolk   
Sussex   
Sussex (East)  
Wilts   
Scotland (Glasgow)
Scotland (Lothian) 
South Wales 
Australia (A.C.T) 
Australia (West)  
Canada (Ontario)  
France (North
West)   
France (Paris)   
Greece   
Portugal

The MAFVA Column
Presented by Tom Cole

The Miniature Armoured Fighting Vehicle
Association – Fifty-Years Young!
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One of the early Tankette

covers from 1970

A recent Cambridge MAFVA trip to the Saumur Tank Museum in France

Typical of articles in Tankette is the feature on the

Centurion ARV from Alan Brown. (Photo John Paulding)

Best of Show at the 2014 MAFVA Nationals was the XM1975 Dry Support Bridge Launch Vehicle from Dick Francis.

(Photo John Paulding)
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Promote your company here and appear in all 3 publications – Scale Aviation Modeller International,
Model Aircraft and Scale Military Modeller International - with a total 133,000 circulation.Shop & Web Guide

“The world’s finest hobby kits,
figures and toys.”

HALIFAX MODELLERS WORLD 
3 29 Union Street, Halifax. HX1 1PR

YORKSHIRE p 01422 349157

$ www.halifaxmodellersworld.co.uk

Shop Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs 10.30-17.30, Fri 10.30-17.00, 
Sat 9.30-17.00, Sun 10.30-16.30, Closed Wednesday

CITY CYCLE CENTRE 3 7 Market Street, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4PB 
Q models@citycyclecentre.com $www.citycyclecentre.com

CAMBRIDGESHIRE p 01353 663131

City Cycle Centre
We have a large selection of Plastic Kits from Airfix, Revell, Tamiya, Italeri, AFV
Club, Academy and more. Decals from Model Alliance. Also Paint and Sprays

from Humbrol, Tamiya, Revell, Acrylicos and Games Workshop

52 Holdings Road, Sheffield S2 2RE 
South Yorkshire England

Tel: [0114] 2761587 www.blackbirdmodels.co.uk

www.hpmhobbies.com
Secure online ordering
Realtime stock levels
Worldwide shipping

HPM HOBBIES

FALCON - JAYS - OZMODS - REDROO
PJ PRODUCTIONS - FCM DECALS

48
YEARS

SCALE MODELS
Sheffield’s Specialist Model Shop

( 0114 2449170

www.marcway.net 

Vast selection of plastic kits - Aircraft - Tanks - Military
- Ships - Cars - Bikes - Space - Trucks etc

HUNDREDS OF RARE & OBSOLETE KITS
Dioramas - Scenic Materials - Plastic, Metal & Wood sheet and

sections - Modelling Tools, Paints, Brushes, Airbrushes & Compressors
Also Model Railways, Die Cast Models and Scalextric

WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER

598-600 Attercliffe Rd, Sheffield S9 3QS
0114 2449170 Open 10am - 5pm, 6 days

• Situated 2 miles from M1 (junc 34) •  200 yds from Attercliffe Tram Stop

KITS • PAINTS • GLUES • AIRBRUSHES •  TOOLS • STYRENE ETC
Friendly service & advice - Mail Order

Open Tuesday – Friday 10 – 5.30. Saturday 9.30 – 5.00. Closed Sunday and Monday.

121 HIGH STREET, 
UCKFIELD, TN22 1RN

01825
765296www.thehobbybox.co.uk

Jamieson’s
Models

Mon to Sat, 9.30 to 5.30, 
Sun 11.00 to 4.00

Stockist of all SAM titles

30 Saltmarket, Glasgow, Scotland, G1 5LY

0141 552 3956
jamiesonsmodels.co.uk

Units 6-10 Honeysome Ind Est, Honeysome Road, 
Cambridgeshire, PE16 6TG  www.creativemodels.co.uk

Distributors of 
Hobbyboss, Vallejo,
MiG, AK Interactive,

Miniart, Model Master
and many more…

01354 760022

PLASTIC & METAL KIT RETAILERS
HOBBY & PASTIME MATERIALS

UP TO 20% OFF ALL KITS ONLINE 
AND MAIL ORDER

Incorporating 1,000’s of deleted and new kits.
303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT  Tel/Fax: (020) 8298 7177

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI/SAT 9.30-5.30 CLOSED WEDNESDAY

NEW MAIL ORDER LISTS – SEND 70p SAE
www.kitkrazy.com Email: steve@kitkrazy.com

MOTOR BOOKSMOTOR BOOKS
•  AVIATION •  BUSES •  TRAMS •  COLLECTABLES •  MARITIME 

•  MILITARY •  MISCELLANEOUS •  MOTORCYCLES •  MOTORING 

•  MOTORSPORT •  RAILWAY •  WORKSHOP MANUALS •

The world's oldest motoring bookseller

www.motorbooks.co.uk

Mustang-Hobbies.com
Models, Decals, Books, and Much More !

MUSTANG

HOBBIES

ALBION ALLOYS
Precision metals for industry

www.albionalloys.co.uk

GINTER BOOKS
NAVY / AIR FORCE

TEL: (805) 584-9732 FAX: (805) 584-6604 WEB: www.ginterbooks.com
1754 Warfield Circle, Simi Valley, CA 93063, USA

NF-301 Black Knights Rule ........................................................$49.95
NF98 Douglas AD/A-1 Skyraider Part One ...........................$52.95
NFAF216 United States Air Force in Vietnam .....................$39.95
NFAF217 Curtiss XP-55 Ascender............................................$24.95
NF97 Martin PBM Mariner...........................................................$52.95
NF96 Consolidated P2Y Ranger................................................$32.95
NF95 Douglas R4D-8/C-117D Super Gooney ......................$32.95
NFAF215 BOEING B-50 ................................................................$49.95
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Contact Rebecca Harris on +44 (0)1234 224995  
or rebecca@sampublications.comShop & Web Guide

Specializing in white 
metal landing gear

3795 Shady Hill Drive,
Dallas, Texas 75229, USA

+1 (214) 477-7163

www.scaleaircraftconversions.com

At least 5-10% discount off 
manufacturer’s prices
Fast and friendly service

Easy to navigate webshop
Large range of over 3500 models, 

figures, tools and accessories from 
Revell, Airfix, Italeri, Tamiya and many
more, ready for immediate despatch

Based in the Midlands since 2001 with 
worldwide shipping available

Web: www.models2u.co.uk
Email: help@models2u.co.uk

Phone: 01543 433999

AFFINITY MODELS 3 38 Trentham Road, Longton, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire ST3 4DL
Q affinitytim@yahoo.co.uk V Mon - Sat 9am till 5pm (closed all day on Thursday)

Stockists of Tamiya, Dragon, Trumpeter, Hasegawa, Italeri and Mini Art
Plastic Kits. Full range of paints from Tamiya Vallejo (Model & Gamecolour),

and Humbrol. Evergreen Centre.  Excellent range of tools and glues.

p 01782 320990
www.affinitymodels.co.ukAffinity

Models

www.modelskills.co.uk
A comprehensive range of tools, decals
and fittings for the bi-plane and general

aviation modeller.

Tel. 01202 511232

See our selection
of airbrush kits,

compressors, jars,
accessories &

tools

www.airbrushheaven.co.uk
Email :- enquiries@airbrushheaven.co.uk

tools

airbrushheaven

OXONIANS
PLASTIC
FANTASTIC

www.oxoniansplasticfantastic.co.uk 
markverney@msn.com

- DON’T FORGET ALL UK ORDERS ARE POST FREE -

We now have the complete Pavla Resin and SAC
undercarriage ranges in stock and on our website.

You can also view and buy from our huge stock of Eduard kits, etch and Brassin, Aires, SAC, Pavla,
Brengun, Valom, Quickboost, Rob Taurus, Amodel and many other hard to find manufacturers. 

MegaHobby offers over 35,000 hobby
products, from plastic model kits to detail
sets, from a fully-stocked paint store to all

the tools and accessories.
Browse our website to see the amazing
selection of products we have to offer.

Place an order and we guarantee you will be
a customer for life.

Shipping goods online since 2000!

www.megahobby.com
YOUR FAVORITE ONLINE HOBBY SHOP

SCAN HERE!

MATADOR MODELS
and Airfield Accessories ranges

www.matadormodels.co.uk

EXTENSIVE 1/76TH ARMOUR AND WHEELED VEHICLE KITS
AND CONVERSION RANGES, FROM WWI TO THE 2000’S
and Airfield Accessories 1/48th. 1/72nd. 1/76th. 1/144th

scale ranges of British and German airfield vehicles and
equipment including ambulances, refuellers, tractors,

G.S. and specialist vehicles, figure sets etc.

If you are looking at this... then it’s working!
Promote your company here and be seen in all 3 of our quality titles – Scale Aviation Modeller International,

Model Aircraft and Scale Military Modeller International – with a combined circulation of 126,000!  

To be seen in our next issue, call Rebecca Harris on 01234 211245
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Editorial Email
andyevans@sampublications.com

The above address is ONLY to be used for editorial submissions, NOT
subscription payments, queries, back issues or Modellers Datafile
orders. These should be sent to the non-editorial email address below.

Non-editorial Email
mail@sampublications.com

Use this address for back issue orders, subscriptions or subscription
enquiries or book orders. Note that we cannot undertake research
into specific or general modelling queries and that there may be
some delays in responses from the contributors, as they are not
based at the editorial address.

© Media House 2014
Scale Military Modeller is produced by Media House. Articles,
photographs and drawings published in Scale Military Modeller are

protected by copy right. All rights reserved. No part
of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted (including posting to a website) in
any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or
any other information storage and retrieval

system, without prior permission in
writing from the publishers. Opinions

expressed by contributors and
advertisers are not necessarily
those of the editor or publisher.
Media House reserves the right to
suspend or refuse any

advertisement without giving
reasons. Whilst every care is taken to

avoid mistakes Media House cannot be
liable in any way for any errors or omissions.

Nor can the publisher accept respon sibility for
the bona fides of advertisers.
ISSN: 1475-3391

Contributions
Contributions and photographic material are welcome, but must be
accompanied by adequate postage to cover return. Media House
accept no responsibility for loss or damage to materials supplied.

Samples for Review
SMMI is always happy to review new products within its pages. Any
item which you feel is appropriate will be given due consideration for
inclusion in the title. Any company, trade representative, importer,
distributor or shop which wishes to have products reviewed within
SMMI should send them directly to the editorial address and clearly
mark them for the attention of the Editor. Confirmation of receipt of
the samples will be supplied if requested. For all international
companies etc the above applies, but please ensure that the package
is clearly marked for customs as a ‘sample, free of charge’ to reduce
the risk of unnecessary delays. Thank you.

Questions to Contributors
If you have a question or query you wish to raise with any of the
contrib utors to this magazine, they should be made IN WRITING to
the Media House address. Neither the Editor nor any of the contrib -
utors are at Media House on a daily basis and the Editor asks for all
enquirers to appreciate this fact and be patient. Please understand
that the staff at Media House do not have access to the information
you require and therefore cannot answer your questions on the
phone. Please enclose a stamped SAE with all enquiries, if you
anticipate a reply. Thank you.

Company/Suppliers Address Details & General
Enquiries

Please note that the Editor and staff at Media House cannot help with
general enquires about contact details for companies, importers or
model shops whose products may be mentioned in SMMI if the
address information is not included with the review etc. Please check
the advertisements in this journal for all suitable UK sources and only
contact the firm directly if it is noted that there is ‘No UK stockist’. We
are sorry, but we cannot help with details of companies which do not
advertise in this magazine. Also note that neither the Editor nor
contributors will undertake specific or general research for enquirers.
Thank you.

Copyright Warning
Due to the growing misuse and breach of copyright apparent on the
web Media House gives notice that no-one is permitted to reproduce
in any way (in original form or ‘modified’) anything published in this,
or previous editions of this magazine. All design, layout and studio
photography is the copyright of Media House. All profiles, scale plans
and supporting photographs are the copyright of the individual
authors. None of these may be used without prior written agreement
from both the author/artist and Media House. Infringement is a
breach of international law, so if you see items posted on the web
from this magazine other than on the official Media House website
(sampublications.com) please advise the publisher immediately.
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And Finally!

By The Carpet Monster

A
s modellers, most of us
are probably immune to
fashion in general.
Maybe we’re a bit
beyond the age where

wearing the latest trends is
crucially important. Or maybe
we’re just, y’know,
unfashionable. But modelling
itself - and especially military
modelling - has fashions all of
its own. For a long time,
only vehicles in grey or
tan with Balkenkreuzen
were ‘in’. Then it was
‘paper panzers’, the
more obscure the
better. Then Israeli
vehicles, then British
vehicles of WWII,
and now there are
two big camps:
Cold War Russian
vehicles and vehicles of
the Great War.

I’ve never been a
great follower of
Soviet and Russian
military vehicles, but I must say
that there are some really cool-
looking tanks and missile carriers
to be made. And the likes of
Trumpeter, HobbyBoss and Meng
are happy to oblige, with dozens
of kits of ex-Warsaw Pact subjects
being announced. But when
Trumpeter announces a brand-

new Scud-C, and Meng
counters the very next day
with a Scud-B, it begins to
get a bit silly.

And then there’s the
Great War. Tamiya and

Takom seem to be
starting a little battle
of their own, with
long-awaited Mark IV
tanks available from

both manufacturers.
Takom also has two
versions of the French

St. Chamond and a
Mark IV ‘Tadpole’ in

their catalogue. Meng has
two versions of the little FT-17,
and HobbyBoss has announced an
all-new Schneider. I wonder how
long it will continue? Will we be
getting a full set of First World
War armour, with Mark I and Mark
V tanks, Whippets, armoured cars,
and, of course, the German A7V?
Let’s hope so.

But what will be next? When
every Great War or Soviet
armoured vehicle is available in
styrene (or, more likely, when
modellers get bored with doing
them and want different subjects)
then what will we see? I’m
wishing for something new, and
not WWII German armour all over
again…

Fa-fa-fa-fa-fashion

Contents are subject to change due to
space or other considerations

Leopard 1 AEV
Todd Michalak gets his teeth into
Perfect Scale Modellbau’s
Pionierpanzer

To the Front Line
Pascal Bausset builds an IDF M19
and M50

River Crossing
Kevin Potts superb Sherman
diorama

Turistas
Dominique Chin –gears up for a
‘Vietnam Tour’ with the 1:35
Academy M113 APC

Bronco’ s Armoured Buffalo
Pascal Bausset builds the 1:35 kit
and provides an in-depth walk-
around.

Aussie Rules
Painting the Bushmaster PMV

Scale Military Manual
Pz.Kpfw.I Ausf. F ‘Pocket Tiger
with Scale Plans, Gallery and a full
model build from Bill Plunk.

Plus much more, and all
backed up with our usual
comprehensive News,
Previews and Reviews

For January 2015, here’s just a little of what we have planned!
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Buy your kit online - www.kompactkit.co.uk
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Made in England

Price £498.00 inc. VAT (+ p&p)

FAST DELIVERY

• All metal CNC machined and laser cut components

• Working elevation and slew

• Moulded rubber tyres 

• Complete with foldaway ground ring 

• Gun sight 

• Fasteners

• Over 600 rivet details

• Simple exploded view instructions
Create your own impressive display piece

Ma

Kompact Kit
By Armortek

EASY TO ASSEMBLE SCALE ALL METAL KITS

25 PDR. 
Field Gun

A superb all metal model

In stock for immediate delivery*

*subject to availability
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