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INCLUDES 
PRO-POINTER AND 

3 FREE ACCESSORIES!

Key Features
   Two Detectors in One:

Choose from 3 easy-to-learn Standard Modes or 
3 Pro Audio Modes with more target info and depth.

 Ground Balance:
 Automatic and manual adjust. Balances to saltwater.
 High-Res Iron Discrimination™: 40 levels

 •    Full Submersible to 10 feet (3 meters).
 •    Digital Target ID
 •    Iron Audio ™
 •    Full Notch Discrimination

Three Great Kit Options on Three of Garrett's most popular Detectors 

£665.95
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Ground Balance:
Automatic and manual adjust. Balances to saltwater.
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 •    Full Notch Discrimination

£665.95
Accurate Locator Package

8.5 x 11" DD 
searchcoil cover

8.5 x 11" DD 
AT Pro

Camo Cap

Garrett Camo Pouch and 
Pro-Pointer

™

Accurate Locator Package 3 FREE ACCESSORIES!

Order & Enquiry Hotline: 0121 359 2379
Tel: 0121 359 2379
Email: sales@regton.com
www.regton.com

Regton Ltd.
metal detection specialists 

82 Cliveland Street
Birmingham B19 3SN 
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Key Features
• 5 Search Modes
•  Notch Discrimination 
•  Electronic Pinpointing
•  Weighs just 2.7 lbs (1.2 kgs)

 * The Garrett AT Pro International, ACE 250, and EuroACE special o� ers are valid to December 31, 2015 at participating dealers only. 
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MADE IN USA

Key Features
• Enhanced Iron Resolution™

• Powerful 8.5" x 11" DD coil 
• Higher Operating Frequency
• Volume Control Headphones
• Notch Discrimination
• Electronic Pinpointing

INCLUDES 3 
ACCESSORIES!

INCLUDES 2 
ACCESSORIES!

Garrett All-Purpose
Backpack

Environmental
Cover-Up

ClearSound Easy
Stow Headphones

£189.95

£279.95

6.5" x 9" 
searchcoil  cover

Garrett TreasureSound™ 
Headphones
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Harry Bain
Editor/Publisher

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/

thesearchermag

I am biased of course, but I think that we 
have a super issue for you this month. 
Greeting you on the cover is John Mills, 
one of the attendees of the first Croatian 
rally. Adam Staples recalls the highlights 
and presents some of the stunning finds. 
What was the purpose of the rally and did 
they succeed in the quest? You’ll have to 
turn to page 21 to find out!

Our field test on the Makro Racer is by way 
of an experiment and involves two writers, 
Desi Dunne and our own Search Editor. The 
two reports were compiled independently, 
and it’s interesting to see the results. Many 
thanks go to those generous people at LP 
Metal Detecting who have kindly donated a 
Racer to be used as a competition prize.

That reminds me. We also have a Deteknix 
PI Pointer on offer in another simple 
give-a-way, kindly supplied by Tony Hunt of 
Detectorbits. This probe is attracting a lot of 
publicity and worthy of your consideration.

Elsewhere in this issue Mike Sinclair writes 

on detecting late Anglo Saxon and Viking Age 
finds, and Peter Spencer looks at 
Commemorative medals. 

If you are looking for land on which to 
search, take a look at the Events Column on 
page 12, starting with Kim’s Charity Rally. 
Don’t leave it too late, as all spaces may be 
soon be taken!

There’s much more of course and I hope 
that there’s something for everybody. If you 
want the news as it happens you can follow 
the magazine on our twitter feed at:  
@TheSearcherMag 

Gift Subscriptions/Folders/Current and back 
issues: Call 01778 392036 or see online. Digital 
subscriptions: www.thesearcher.co.uk

Harry Bain
Editor

Next issue 
on sale 
31 July 

New Official 
Fisher Stockist
Since UnearthedUK became the UK’s 
Teknetics Distributor in November 
2014 they have fast become a popular 
choice for those who want the 
Teknetics brand. Graeme Rushton, 
owner of UnearthedUK has been a 
detectorist for over 30 years and 
customers are really appreciating 
this hands on approach. Graeme has 
mostly used Teknetics or Fishers 
during his detecting career and 
thoroughly appreciates the machines’ 
capabilities. 

Building on the success of handling 
Teknetics, UnearthedUK has now 
been made an official stockist of the 
Fisher brand. Together with Minelab, 
Garrett, White’s, Tesoro, Laser and 
Bounty Hunter, Unearthed are going 
from strength to strength. They will 
shortly have a new showroom and a 
four acre test-bed. Their Cumbrian 
location makes them ideal if you’re 
located in the North West of the 
country. Graeme is also planning 1-1 
tuition, a Centre of Excellence and 

organised digs throughout the 
country!

You can also find them online of 
course at www.uneartheduk.co.uk 
and at their popular Facebook page.

Rare 
Coin!
Sonny Kemp found this rare 
Roman coin recently in Suffolk. 
He’s been told that only nine of 
the type have been recorded in 
the UK.

The coin is a Gaius (Caligula), 
denarius. Obv. C CAESAR AVG 
GERM TR POT COS. Rev. 
Radiate head of Augustus right 
between two stars. Mint 
Lugdunum, RIC 2, AD 37-38.  

Thanks for sharing your find 
Sonny!



  www.thesearcher.co.uk August 2015 | 9

Fundraising for the Brownies
Back in September we held our inter-club 
rally with Swansea MDC up here near 
Stratford-Upon-Avon. This was a charity 
affair to raise money for the 205th 
Birmingham Brownies.

Due to the hard times some people are 
facing, not all the Brownies can afford to go 

on trips, so the money raised, just over £330, 
will enable all of them to go on an organised 
trip this summer for free! A worthy cause 
indeed!

The rally was well attended by both sides; 
camping, beer and, of course, a bit of 
detecting! 

One or two good finds were found over 
the weekend, a large Roman key handle by 
Guy, a nice denarius found by Jo, a cracking 
Ironage glass bead found by Carol and a 
Roman knife handle found by Russ 
identified by Sally Worrell.

Redditch were overall winners by more 
finds!
Ironage

Mark (Chairman), Mary (leader in charge of 
Brownies) and Trev (farmer)Bead and Roman knife handle

Fellows to auction Waterloo Medal
This exceptional Waterloo medal is being 
auctioned at Fellows on the 30 July at 11am 
at their saleroom in Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter. It is extremely significant to 
collectors due in part to it being the first 
campaign medal to be issued, and was given 
to men over all ranks taking part at the 
battles of Ligny, Quatre-Bras and Waterloo 
in 1815. 

With the bicentenary of the Battle of 
Waterloo taking place on 15 June, Fellows  
is delighted to offer this Waterloo medal. 
This medal belonged to Cornet (The 
commissioned officer who carried the 
colours) The Hon. John Massy of the  
1st Royal Dragoons, and is being offered 
with an estimate of £2,000-3,000.
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Cover
My whistle was whetted after looking at the 
front cover of the August 1995 Searcher, but 
I was disappointed on this occasion for I 
couldn’t find the story inside the magazine. 
The information on the front said it all. ‘A 
rare 11th century Anglo-Saxon cloisonné 
brooch and a 7th century Anglo-Saxon 
small-long brooch, both found in Suffolk by 
Reg Wiggins of the Ipswich MDC and 
destined for the British Museum collection.’ 
Great introduction … I wanted to know 
more!

Apathetic obituary and lost friends
It may sound like a strange and unfeeling 
thing to say, but my spirits were lifted when 
I read an obituary on the Club Activities 
page. It was rather cleverly worded and 
appealed to me. What’s not often 
understood is that you don’t have to be 
funny to have a sense of humour - just the 
ability to see the lighter side of things. See 
what you think.

Born 25th February 1994. Died 15th June 
1995

‘It is with great sadness that we have to 
announce the death of the Poole Metal 
Detecting Club. Born over a year ago with 
great hopes for a successful future, it 
recently became seriously ill with Terminal 
Apathy. After bravely struggling for months 
against this insidious disease it finally passed 
away on the 15th June 1995. No flowers 
please. Donations may be sent to the FID 
Fighting Fund,’

Another up-beat announcement heralded 
the formation of The Walton Hall Farm 
Museum Historical Society, an organisation 
boasting over 70 members. Situated in 
Linford and founded by Frank Wood, this 
club with the memorable name (WHFMHS) 
has also disappeared although the museum, 
sans animals, still exists today.

Another organisation that seems to have 
gone into permanent decline is the Northern 
Ireland Council for Metal Detecting 
(NICMD) who informed readers that they 
were holding a rally in October. When I 

check this acronym today all I get is the 
National Information Centre for Metabolic 
Diseases. Close.

Saving the ostriches
A club that appears to be still going strong 
was also highlighted on the Club Page, and 
the story was all about one of their ‘strangest 
jobs yet.’ Here’s how it happened. 

The owner of a farm wanted to use a small 
paddock to rear ostriches. Being voracious 
feeders of anything they scratch out of the 
ground, he was anxious that any scrap metal 
wouldn’t find its way into their stomachs. 
No wonder – a recent autopsy on a bird 
found over three pounds of scrap metal in its 
belly. Several members attended and, 
digging every signal, recovered 300 items, 
including over 15Ibs of metal and including 
over 40 six-inch nails.

Breathe On Charity Rally
After ironing out some of the problems and 
doing everything in my power to ensure that 
the day would be successful, the Sturminster 
Newton May Rally finally arrived. Even then 
there were minor slip-ups. One member was 
given the incorrect postcode and, through 
no fault of mine, and Nick and Laura of 
Detecnicks drove down all the way from 
Sussex without securing the tables on the 
roof rack! Amazing that they arrived intact!

The start of any rally is always a stressful 
time for any organiser, because you never 
know if anyone will turn up. But we needn’t 
have worried. Entry was supposed to be  
£15, but some people were giving £20. 

After a brief reminder of the rules, we 
got the show on the road and it didn’t take 
long before news of finds was filtering back. 
Soon, several hammered coins had been 
found and I was able to relax. At lunchtime finds were being recorded by Ciorstaidh 

Hayward Trevarthen, the FLO in 
attendance, and a raffle was held.

Tony Bolton won the first prize, a Garrett 
Euro Ace, and immediately gave it back 
with instructions to put it in an auction. A 
wonderful gesture! Many of the other raffle 
prizes were donated by attendees, including 
a rare Minelab jacket given by Richard 
Lincoln, raised a magnificent £200. I also 
thank The Searcher for the annual 
subscription. A grand total of £2,404.45 
was the final amount raised for Breathe On.

After the majority of people had left the 
site we collect the scrap buckets, tipped 
them out on to the barn floor and found lots 
of buckles and buttons, which will now go 
in to the landowners little artefact collection. 
All in all, we had a brilliant day with some 
fantastic people. Thank you.
Malcolm Andrews
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readers
The opinions and thoughts shared here 

by our readers are not necessarily 
shared by The Searcher.

letters
Email: info@thesearcher.co.uk with your letters.
Only genuine names and addresses accepted for publication.

Dear Editor

Seller Beware
It was interesting to read what P.D. 
Spencer said about the DRD Show (july 
issue).

On one programme they gave £40 to a 
young lad that had obviously brought in a 
base metal copy (modern reproduction) 
of an Elizabethan coin.

Most take items to sell to get their ‘ten 
minutes of fame’ on the show. Some take 
gold jewellery and sell it under scrap 
value for the same reason.

My brother and I went to such a show. 
I sold one antique item (under valued) 
which I could have got more for 
elsewhere. Dealers on the show only seem 
to make ‘little’ profits but most must be 
getting a fair dealt appear. My brother 
took two very nice perfect condition 
Royal Doulton jugs. These were coloured 
and embossed types which 
commemorated both the Jubilee’s of 
Queen Victoria. They cost him £140 each. 
They were not interested in having them 
on the show as one of these had already 
been featured on a previous programme 
which they gave £140 then. We were told 
we could put them in a (well used) 
auction house which a representative took 

off camera. They said they would go in to a 
specialist sale. They put a low estimate on 
them (to attract buyers – they said) but said 
said they would do well. 

When I cheque arrived for around £60 we 
were more than shocked! I rang the auction 
house to complain about such a low price 
and it turns out that they had been entered 
into a normal weekly sale not a specialist 
one. As they had already been sold what 
could one do?! They had been sold for £80 
before commission.

So, always get items independently valued 
(through different sources) and sell them in 
the right place. It’s not always the buyer 
beware, but the seller beware too.
D.C. Allen
Gloucestershire

Dear Editor

Russian Seal
Recently, while out detecting with my mate 
Terry Lewis, I picked up a Russian bag seal 
that was lying on the surface of a field we 
had permission to be on. As we came off the 
field, the farmer met us and asked if we had 
found anything of interest. On showing the 
farmer the seal, he asked what it was. I 
explained that it came off a bag of fertiliser 
of Russian origin as long ago as 1776. The 

farmer said: “You keep it son”, and Terry 
laughed knowing I am nearly 78.

We have found many bag seals over the 
years although most are usually damaged.

I decided to read through my collection 
of Searcher magazines for more 
information on the subject and found 
articles by Jim Halliday in July 2000 and 
Nick du Quesne Bird in October 2000, 
also John Sullivan in December 2001 and 
2002.

I found this information both 
interesting and very informative. My seal 
is dated 1776 and in good condition after 
being on the field 239 years. It measures 
approximately 32mm x 25mm. 

I hope this information is of help to 
others too and our FLO Becky has 
recorded the seal and other items Terry 
and I have found recently. 

The club we’re members of are the 
Cottingham MDS and is one of the oldest 
in the country being over 45 years.

Thanks for giving every reader a well 
illustrated, lots of information beautiful 
magazine every month. A lot of work 
must be done to keep The Searcher the 
most looked forward to magazine for all 
detectorists.
Tom Hall and Terry Lewis
East Yorkshire

Nationally Important Find  
at Littlehampton Museum!
Contributor Tyndall Jones went to 
Littlehampton Museum with his extremely 
rare 7th century AD Anglo-Saxon bowl 
mount. It was formally identified through the 
PAS as being of National importance. Tyndall 
and the local landowners whose land it was 
found upon have very generously donated 
the mount to Littlehampton Museum. 

The British Museum soon expressed an 
interest in it and Littlehampton Museum will 
be working in partnership with the British 
Museum, and will lend the rare bowl mount 
to a major exhibition in the autumn of 2015 
– to be announced nationally shortly. 

The fantastic find is on temporary display 
in the Littlehampton Museum reception area 
from for a short period, before it’s whisked 

community and its visitors to enjoy.
We congratulate Tyndall on an amazing 

find! 
www.littlehamptonmuseum.co.uk

away to be prepared for display at the 
British Museum later this year. It will then 
return to the Museum where it will be 
permanently installed on display for the local 

© PAS
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searchout&about

If you would like your event included in this column please email us on: info@thesearcher.co.uk
or write to: 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PX

For more events see www.thesearcher.co.uk/events
The Searcher in no way whatsoever involved with the organisation or running of any events advertised on this page and cannot be held  

responsible for anything that may occur at the event. All enquiries and/or complaints should be made to the relevant organiser.

   Date Event Location/Organisation Time  More Information

 4 Jul WALK: Roman archaeology Museum of London  2.15pm- £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844 
  under your feet  4.15pm

 11-12 Jul Coins and other collectables Lockdales of Ipswich  Tel: 01473 218588

 12 Jul Midland Coin Fair/DNW in  National Motorcycle Museum  Queries and appts: jim@dnw.co.uk 
  attendance 

 16 Jul British coins Dix Noonan Webb, London  Tel: 020 7016 1700

 17 Jul Finds Surgery Manchester Museum 10am-4pm  Vanessa.oakden@liverpoolmuseums.
org.uk

 18 Jul WALK: Roman archaeology  Museum of London 2.15pm- £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844 
  under your feet  4.15pm

 18 Jul Festival of Archaeology:  Museum of London  Free. www.museumoflondon.org.uk 
  Secrets of Roman Londoners

 18 Jul Finds Identification Priest’s House Museum,  10am-3pm c.h.trevarthen@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
   Wimborne Minster

 19 Jul Festival of Archaeology NT: Gunby Hall and Gardens  Free. www.down-your-wold.co.uk

 23 Jul Finds ID & Children’s activities Sturnminster Newton Museum 10am-3pm c.h.trevarthen@dorsetcc.gov.uk

 30 Jul Coins and Medals Auction Fellows, Birmingham 11am www.fellows.co.uk

 30 Jul Coins & Medal Sale Fellows Auctioneers, Jewellery  11am www.fellows.co.uk 
   Quarter Saleroom  Tel. 0121 212 2131

 1 Aug Treasure Chest Exhibition - Exhibition  North West Region NCMD/ 10am-4pm Admission FREE 
  of Metal Detecting Discoveries Chester Town Hall

 1  Aug WALK: Roman archaeology  Museum of London 2.15pm-  £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844 
  under your feet  4.15pm

 8 Aug Re-enactment: Gladiator Games Museum of London 12pm-1pm Book tickets on 0207 001 9844

 9 Aug Re-enactment: Gladiator Games Museum of London 3pm-4pm Book tickets on 0207 001 9844

 9 Aug Midland Coin Fair/DNW in  National Motorcycle Museum  Queries and appts: jim@dnw.co.uk 
  attendance 

 14-16 Aug Kim’s Charity Rally Wymondham Norfolk   Email Kim: mrstiffler@btopenworld.com

 15 Aug WALK: Roman archaeology  Museum of London 2.15pm-  £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844 
  under your feet  4.15pm

 16 Aug WALK: Evolving city Museum of London 3pm-4.30pm £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844

 16 Aug Re-enactment: Gladiator Games Museum of London 12pm-1pm Book tickets on 0207 001 9844

 16 Aug Re-enactment: Gladiator Games Museum of London 3pm-4pm Book tickets on 0207 001 9844

 22-30 Aug The Big Dig NT: Petworth House and Park  Free. Tel: 01798 342207

 23 Aug WALK: Londinium I:  Museum of London 3pm-4.30pm £12.50. Book on 020 7001 9844 
  Soldiers to gladiators

 6 Sep Third CCFB Charity Rally South West Wiltshire 10am-4pm See ad on page 66

 6 Sep Rotary Charity Rally Midlands Federation/Leicester 9.30am-4pm See ad on page 73

 9 Sep Antiques and coins Hartley’s of Ilkley  Tel: 01943 816363

 9-10 Sep Coins and Antiquities TimeLine Auctions. Sales held in London Tel: 01277 815121

 18-20 Sep Kim’s Charity Rally Boxted, Essex  Email Kim: mrstiffler@btopenworld.com

 1 Oct Antiquities only Bonhams, London  Tel: 020 7468 8226

 2-4 Oct Kim’s Charity Rally Foxham, Wiltshire   Email Kim: mrstiffler@btopenworld.com

 11 Oct Midland Coin Fair/DNW in  National Motorcycle Museum  Queries and appts: jim@dnw.co.uk 
  attendance 

 8 Nov Midland Coin Fair/DNW in  National Motorcycle Museum  Queries and appts: jim@dnw.co.uk 
  attendance 

 13 Dec Midland Coin Fair/DNW in  National Motorcycle Museum  Queries and appts: jim@dnw.co.uk 
  attendance
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Telephone +44 020 7016 1700  Fax +44 020 7016 1799  Email coins@dnw.co.uk

The Collectors’ Auctioneers
Celebrating 25 Years in Auctions

22 July
Orders, Decorations and War Medals

8 September
Orders, Decorations and War Medals 

15 September        
The Harrington Manville Collection of Scottish 
Silver Coins 1600-1800

16 September
The Theo Bulmore Collection of Irish Coins, 
Charles I and the Great Rebellion

16 September
The Paul Cattermole Collection of British Six-
pences (Part I)

17 September
Coins, Tokens and Historical Medals

DIX
NOONAN
WEBB

16 Bolton Street  Mayfair
London  W1J 8BQ 
England UK

www.dnw.co.uk
Telephone +4420 7016 1700
Fax +44 20 7016 1799
Email auctions@dnw.co.uk

Our sales Calendar for 2015

Sold for £1,680

Catuvellauni, Tasciovanus, Stater

29 September              
British and World Banknotes

12 November              
Coins and Historical Medals
Including The Paul Cattermole Collection of British 
Sixpences (Part II) and the Bob Lyall Collection of 
Charles I silver coins

2 December
Coins and Historical Medals

Date to be announced...
British Trade Tokens
Including the QDR Archer Collection 
of 17th Century London Tokens (Part I)
The Edgar Guest Collection 
of 17th Century Essex Tokens
The  Collection of 18th Century Tokens formed by 
the late Robinson S. Brown Jr (Duplicates II)
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First Croatian Rally
A Report by Adam Staples

On 8 October 314 AD the armies of Roman emperors Constantine I and Licinius met at what became 
known as the Battle of Cibalae. It was a large, vicious battle, with over 50,000 troops and at least 20,000 
casualties, fought somewhere in the area surrounding Colonia Aurelia Cibalae (now the modern-day city 
of Vinkovci, Eastern Croatia). This was our venue for the first ever Croatian Metal Detecting Rally and our 
mission, should we choose to accept it, was to find this long-lost battle site.

16 of us flew from the UK to Osijek airport where transport to our hotel was provided by rally organisers 
Steve Gaunt, Gordon Heritage and local archaeologist Boris Kratofil. There we met up with the rest of the 
group for a reception dinner and next morning we were introduced to Hrvoje Vuli ́c  chief archaeologist at 
Vinkovci Municipal Museum. Due to the strict laws governing the digging of items of historical or cultural 
interest, we had to be granted a special licence for our activities by the Croatian Ministry of Culture and 
we would be detecting under the direction of Hrvoje and his team. Huge blocks of farmland had been 
earmarked for our search and all finds (including pottery and lithics, as well as metal) were to be bagged, 
marked with location and finder, and handed to the archaeologists.

Day 1
Steve had already set up a base camp 
(marquee, seating, mobile bar 
etcetera) at the first search location 
and as we were driven there on the 
that first morning we could see large 
sherds of Roman pottery on the fields 
before we even stepped off the 
minibus. This was going to be good!

Hrvoje and Boris were soon busy 
recording finds as Roman coins 
immediately started appearing from 
the fields adjacent to camp, as well 
as a few nice artefacts. Ante, who 
travelled from Zagreb for the rally, 
found a large example of a Roman 
crossbow fibula. These were a 
popular type in this area, within the 
Roman province of Pannonia, and a 
knee type fibula found by Mick was 
also of typical Pannonian style.

Ante with his brooch

Mick’s Pannonian 
style knee brooch

Roman crossbow brooch
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At dinnertime, Hrvoje indicated a field on 
the map where he would like us to try, and a 
small group of us set out to give it a quick 
scan. Scott soon found the first hammered 
of the Rally, a Groschen of Sigismund I of 
Poland, dated 1534. Lisa and I concentrated 
our efforts on an interesting-looking patch 
of darker soil, situated on a slight rise. Late 
in the afternoon, Lisa uncovered a La Tene 
type II brooch, quickly followed by a Celtic 
silver coin just as the other searchers were 
leaving. We hoped we’d discovered an Iron 
Age settlement, so we hung back for an extra 
15 minutes and Lisa bagged another Celtic 
silver. This time, a much better example of 
a ‘Kugelwange’ type drachma struck by the 
Scordisci tribe. A perfect end to our first 
day.

Scott’s Polish hammered

Lisa’s silver drachma

John with his Nero denarius

1674 Austrian VI kreuzer found by Richard

Denarius of Domitian, Minerva standing on reverse

Decorative Iron Age piece found by Cliff

A selection on mine and Lisa’s finds from day 2

Day 2
Most of the group returned to the Celtic site 
discovered the previous afternoon, in order 
to conduct a thorough search, and it soon 
became clear that the area of Iron Age 
occupation was far more extensive than 
we had first imagined. More coins of the 
Scordisci tribe turned up as well as 
numerous La Tene brooches (Lisa alone had 
six), belt fittings and dress pins. Most of the 
coins were small silver and billon examples 
but Harriet found the largest Celtic silver I 
had ever seen, a tetradrachm weighing a 
whopping 10.5g. This dates to the first half 
of the 2nd century BC and shows a fine 
portrait of Zeus on the obverse. My finds 
included a small piece of sheet gold, once 
part of a larger object, and a nice denarius 
of Domitian.

Harriet’s 
silver 
tetradrachm
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Day 3
On day three we were given a special task. 
Gordon, Lisa, Tom and I headed off to 
investigate a Roman site in the woods that 
had been discovered by local detectorist 
Ivan, who works with the museum. Ivan’s 
metal detector is quite dated and Hrvoje was 
interested to see if our modern equipment 
(Gordon’s CTX 3030 and our Deus’s) could 
pick up any more targets to help date the 
site. It did. Between us we recovered well 
over a hundred Roman coins, lots of 
brooches, two Celtic silvers and a decorated 
buckle plate from the Avar culture. Despite 
being unable to speak more than a few of 
words of each other’s languages, we had a 
brilliant time with Ivan. Lots of laughs, quite 
a few beers, and a very enjoyable day.

Day 4 
We started with a short walk to Vinkovci 
Museum, where Boris gave the group an 
excellent guided tour. Vinkovci has such 
a wealth of history and the town itself sits 
atop over 8000 years of stratified archaeology. 
The museum even has a section dedicated 
to metal detecting finds and five local 
detectorists (including Steve) each have 
large display case of their finds, which are 
breathtaking. 

Today’s search area was a set of fields 
right on the banks of the river Bosut, a very 
scenic location, and one that proved very 
productive for Medieval finds, with 
numerous hammered coins and finger rings 
turning up. The latter are so plentiful and 
diverse in this area that Steve has written a 
book on the subject, entitled Medieval Ring 
Designs (reviewed in March 2010 issue of 
The Searcher). At least two of the rings from 
day four had previously unrecorded designs 
and will be published in the updated second 
edition. Find of the day was courtesy of 
Charlotte, who spotted a decorated Iron Age 
ceramic spindle whorl on the surface. This 
was the only cold day of the week and by
mid-afternoon most 
of us had migrated 
over to the warmth 
of Steve’s impromptu
bonfire at the edge 
of the field, and 
found comfort at his 
ever-present mobile 
bar.

Gordon and Ivan

Jon, Lisa, Jennie and Scott

Iron Age ceramic spindle whorl

Tom’s Avar buckle plate, 7th – 8th century

Silvered antoninianus of Probus

Some of the artefacts from the woods

Charlotte finds a 
hammered
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Day 5
We moved to a different area and Steve set 
up a new base camp. The land stretched for 
miles in either direction and was split into 
two blocks, one for today and one for 
tomorrow. Boris and Steve gave us an 
informative talk about the surrounding 
landscape and known archaeological finds 
from this area, which included details of a 
scattered coin hoard found on a nearby field. 
Unsurprisingly, this was where most of us 
chose to start. Gordon was the first to locate 
the hotspot and had bagged up a dozen 
coins before the rest of us even reached this 
wonderful corner of the field. Lisa and I 
spent a couple of hours winkling out small 
hammered silver coins, mostly of King 
Sigismund and Queen Maria, before we left 
our fellow searchers to recover the rest and 
went in search of another adventure. The 19 
coins we found between us that morning 
easily beat our best hammered coin total 
for a day in the UK.

Five of us set off in Richard’s van to 
investigate another field that held some 
interesting soil marks. On arrival we found 
a large black patch that was studded with 
pottery sherds. Vinkovci had a thriving 
pottery industry, using local clay, which 
spanned thousands of years. Sherds from 
different periods can look very similar if 
you are unfamiliar with the local wares. 
We suspected that this pottery dated to 
the late Iron Age or Roman period. 

The field was littered with modern 
rubbish but Tom soon made the first decent 
metal find, a silver-plated drachm minted at 
Apollonia, in Illyria, and dating to the 
2nd-1st century BC. Only a few minutes 
later my Deus gave a signal that indicated 
two targets in close proximity, around eight 
inches apart. The first target turned out to 
be a piece of modern aluminium scrap. I had 
found several of these already and as I dug 
the second signal I was less than thrilled to 
see yet another piece of shiny white metal 
emerge, but then, as I wiped the sticky black 
earth from this one, I fell to my knees in 
shock. What I found myself holding was a 
silver fibula ... a beautiful, decorated, late 
Iron Age silver ‘Flugelfibel’ (‘Flying fibula’) 
brooch. Wow!

The next hour or so went by in a bit of a 
blur. I couldn’t concentrate on detecting 
properly so I spent my time just sitting on 
the field, taking in the Croatian countryside, 
staring at my brooch and watching the 
others detect. They were still finding. 
Richard and Tom each had a Celtic silver 

coin, both Kugelwange type, Jennifer had 
bagged a nice Roman brooch and Lisa had 
uncovered a lovely denarius of Septimius 
Severus.

My focus restored, I set about a thorough 
gridded search of the area. The brooch was 
found on a slight rise, just on the edge of a 
waterlogged area. As I worked into it I soon 
found myself sinking well past my ankles in 
the thick mud; this was extreme metal 
detecting! More nice finds were turning up, 
including some really good Roman coins 
which had been excellently preserved by 
their soggy environment. The Roman coins 
seemed confined to the wet patch which 
may have been thrown in as votive offerings. 
We might have discovered a ritual site or 
sacred spring.

I was daydreaming about what other 
fantastic things could have been offered to 
the gods in this magical place when I 
received a large non-ferrous signal. I looked 
down and saw the rim of a small, cylindrical 

Back at base camp around 100 hammered 
had been rescued. I also saw several more 
axe heads that were discovered that day but 
these were of the polished stone variety, 
dating to the Neolithic period, and included 
a pair of beautiful bluestone examples found 
by Jennie and Clare.

pipe peeping out. ‘Modern rubbish’ I 
thought as I pulled on it, expecting plenty 
of resistance from the mud, and watched in 
disbelief as a complete Bronze Age socketed 
axe head popped onto the surface. Words 
failed me (well, words that could be 
published here) and when I took it over to 
Lisa she also had difficulty finding anything 
publishable to say. A dream find for me, it 
was in perfect condition and I was in 
detecting heaven.

Steve and Gordon ‘congratulating’ 
me on my good luck

A day I’ll never forget! 10 hammered coins, fibula, 
axe and Celtic belt fitting

Late Bronze Age axehead, 1000 - 800 BC

Lisa’s Septimius Severus denarius

Silver Flugelfibel, 1st century AD

Neolithic polished stone axehead found by Jennie



18 | The Searcher August 2015 twitter.com/TheSearcherMag

Day 7
Sadly, it was time to say our goodbyes. 
Before our flight home, we had a 
presentation for the ‘Find of the Rally’ 
competition, for which fellow detectorist 
and all-round nice guy Jon Adkin had 
generously donated a £300 prize fund. 

Judged by Steve and the Museum staff, 
it was split into three categories:

Best Coin: Silver tetradrachm – Harriet
Best Artefact: Silver Flugelfibel – Adam
Best Non-metallic find: Spindle whorl – 

Charlotte
We didn’t find the battle, but we did 

identify some previously unknown sites, 
adding a few more pieces to the 
archaeological jigsaw of the Vinkovci area, 
and put a few thousand more items into the 
museum collection. I don’t know exactly 
how many finds were recovered between the 
30 of us who attended, but it was certainly 
well into four figures. Staff at the museum 
are tackling the mammoth task of writing-up 
and photographing them all and, once 
finished, each detectorist will receive a full 
report on their own finds.  

Huge thanks are due to Steve, his lovely 
family and organisational team for putting 
this together. To Hrvoje, Boris and Robi, 
for being such great guys to work with, and 
to the rest of our fantastic group who 
ensured we had a great time both on and 
off the fields. The rally was a great success 
and will hopefully pave the way for similar 
events in the future. 

Steve is currently in the process of 
organising another one, so watch this space!

Day 6
Many of the group were keen to detect the 
spring field but this was not like a UK rally, 
where the usual aim is to find as much as 
possible. It had been identified as a 
potentially important site and it was now 
likely to receive ‘protected’ status based on 
our finds. Anyway, we had another three 
miles of fields still to cover. 

The weather was glorious; Lisa and I took a 
long walk across the fields to a black patch we 
had spotted on aerial photographs. It turned 
out to be natural, with no sign of human 
activity of any period. We did, however find 
a hammered coin each on the way out there. 

Whilst we were gone, some of the others 
discovered a large Iron Age site. We had 
passed through it without a signal on our 
way to the dark patch but now there were all 
manner of goodies turning up. Lisa picked up 
a section of a Hellenistic bracelet, made from 
stunning cobalt blue glass and through the 
afternoon we found Celtic coins in both 
bronze and silver, La Tene brooches and 
rings. Gordon even found a small hoard of 38 
3rd century Antoniniani. I think every single 
member of the group found something nice 
that day. I was digging a target as Steve blew 
his whistle to signal the close of detecting and 
I was thrilled to find I had ended the day, and 
our trip, with yet another hammered silver.

Half a dozen Celtic coins from day 6

Blue glass bracelet fragment, 3rd – 2nd century BC

Iron spear head found by Tom with Vinkovci Museum 
in the background

Hammered silver ‘Banovac’ coin of King Bella IV 
(1235-1270)
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Makro Racer
  Spec sheet

 Operating Principle: VLF induction balance

 Frequency: 14 kHz

 Standard Search Coil: 11”x7” DD 

 Weight: 3lbs

 Battery Type: 4 x AA rechargeable

 Warranty: 2 year

 LP Metal Detecting Price: £449.00 Standard pack

Racer Pro Pack £585.00 and includes:
Control box and armrest (with strap) on an S-curve, mid stem and lower stem
11” x 7” DD coil with coil cover.

Included as supplied accessories:
5” x 4.5” DD coil Headphones
4 AA rechargeable cells Carry bag (backpack)
AC charger Small finds pouch
Car charger Cap
2 x rain covers for control box  T-shirt
and battery pack

ED: I thought we’d bring you two insights of the Makro 
Racer, one from our Search Ed’ and the other by Desi 
Dunne. Both have a lot of experience and understanding 
of how detectors work but the question remained 
whether their impressions of this relatively new machine 
to the market would be the same. You can draw your 
own conclusions but what I can tell you is that neither of 
them saw each other’s copy before submitting it to me.

First impressions
Search Ed’: Over the last few years two brands have 
impressed me with their products. Nokta and Makro, both 
Turkish companies, have released several models that have 
given excellent performance for a low budget. This latest 
machine from Makro has raised the bar in build quality, so 
I was really excited to see what it was capable of 
delivering.

Desi D: Nokta and Makro are now the one company. 
Hailing from Turkey they are proving to be a ‘tour-de-
force’ because of their newest offering, the Makro Racer. 
Some of the features to be found are really ingenious 
innovations. This sparked my interest when they sent me 
the ‘Pro Package’. 

Out of the box/Assembly
Search Ed’: Everything about this detector screams quality. 
Covers for the control box and underarm battery housing 
are included as standard and the unit is supplied with 
rechargeable batteries plus a charger and an extra small 
coil. My detector wasn’t supplied with the optional 
bluetooth headphones, so these are not included in this 
field test.

Desi D: Assembly is easy as both control box and 
armrest are pre-fitted so insert the lower rod through the 
coil, fit to the middle stem and into the upper portion – 
it takes two minutes! Tighten the two knurled locks and 
don’t forget to put in the four AA batteries. I go one step 
further and on a scrap of paper include the start date and 
pop that in as well. 

Controls/Features/Menu System
Search Ed’: The Racer is a very simple machine to operate. 
At the rear of the armrest, next to the headphone socket, is 
a rotary control that switches on the detector and adjusts 
the volume. Then all other adjustments are made in the 

Desi Dunne and Search Ed’

FIELD TEST
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menu, which is controlled by a four-button keypad. The final control 
is a trigger switch, which is used to pinpoint when squeezed towards 
the handle, and to set the Ground Balance when pushed forward.

An interesting feature is the flashlight built into the back of the 
control pod, which is illuminated when you apply the pinpoint and 
press the Up key on the keypad.

Meter Display
The meter display is quite busy but not cluttered. Permanently 
etched across the top are colour-coded words: Rock, Ferrous, Gold 
and Non-Ferrous. Above are, digits from 0 - 99. Below the colour 
bar a tiny ‘arrow’ is free to float back and forth across the entire LCD 
indicating a target’s ‘likely’ composition. Like other meter systems, 
the more left the greater the ferrous content, the more right, the 
greater non-ferrous content etcetera.

Down the left hand side are all the changeable controls, operated 
by the four red coloured arrow buttons at the left of the control box. 

At the top right is ‘Ground Phase’. This displays the current 
Ground Balance value for example, 50-70 indicates regular low 
magnetic soils. Located below is the Magnetic Mineralisation 
Indicator (MMI). This is a pie chart and can be divided into 8 
segments indicating the magnetised level of the ground. It’s very 
important as if it shows mostly black, then depth penetration will be 
low and a slow sweep speed should be engaged. 

One very handy feature is the ‘Overload’ function. I like it. That’s 
been debated on Internet forums and many operators reported 
hearing this ‘fire alarm’ like sound. It’s designed to work this way to 
eliminate internal electromagnetic noise and can trigger with the 
Gain set to beyond 69, as explained in the manual.

The trigger located under the control box does triple duty as a 
Ground Balance Assist, pinpointing and for the backlight and LED 
flashlight. 

Pressing the Up and Down buttons allows you to navigate through 
Modes; Gain, Threshold, ID Filter, Tracking, Frequency Shift, Audio 
Tone, Vibration and Backlight. The right and left buttons are used to 
change the settings, most of which are self-explanatory. There are 
four modes: All Metal, Two Tone, Three Tone and Beach.

Gain is where you control the noise and depth. Higher the setting, 
the deeper it will detect. However, it’s important not to turn the Gain 
too high if it results in excessive ground and electromagnetic 
interference (EMI). This can/will mask good target responses.

ID Filter allows you to silence trash with a Target ID (TID) below 
the ID Filter setting. For example if you set it with an ID Filter 40, 
all targets with conductivity below that will be silenced.

Audio Tone adjusts the Threshold and positive target tones. Iron 
low sounds are not affected. This is very useful as everyone’s hearing 
is different. I personally prefer a higher tone, which stands out better 
from iron low tones. Vibration allows you to adjust the level from Off 
to ‘white-knuckle’ (joke).

Desi D: Wow! What an amazing detector! Certainly very 
innovative, including a vibrating handle and an LED flashlight at the 
rear of the control box. 

Additionally there’s a backlight. Just scroll down to Backlight 
using the Down arrow and press the Right arrow by up to 5 times for 
maximum brightness. 

You can also change the depth reading from inches to cms. Press 
the Left and Right arrows while turning on the device. The vibrating 
handle is operated in the same manner and can be set to 5 levels of 
intensity. 

Test Bed
Search Ed’: I chose the following settings: Two Tone, Gain 70, ID 
Filter 10 and Audio Tone 5. Over my test bed I could see the power 
of the machine; it hit every target to 11”. It also gave a response to a 
Victorian penny at 12” and a crotal bell at 15”, but it didn’t give a 
response to my hoard, which is buried at 2’ deep and consists of one 
kilo of mixed finds in a plastic container within mineralised soil, 
(which to date has only been reached by a single PI machine).

One thing I noticed was how the supplied headphones worked 
well, but my favourite aftermarket ones were terrible. Even though 
the supplied ones aren’t great, I would recommend that new users 
keep them until they become familiar with the machine. I employed 
some old Koss phones during the remainder of this test and even 
these gave a harsher sound than those supplied. I would’ve loved to 
have tried some backphones, as these may have reduced the 
harshness I was experiencing.

Contaminated test site
Desi D: I should preface this by saying that the ground searched had 
been worked with every detector and coil combination I’ve ever used 
and owned.

I rarely look at the meter display because it has such an effective 
signal interpreter, often ceasing to produce a signal when its internal 
computers deduce a junk target. Sometimes there’s an ‘unusual’ 
signal to a ‘good’ signal, thereby making what the meter is telling me 
redundant! It can accomplish this in a way that I’ve never found in 
other machines.



  www.thesearcher.co.uk August 2015 | 23

From a dubious start to a good signal and digging deep to 10” I 
found a large old square buckle. Hence, the initial ‘doubtful’ sound 
and the subsequent ‘good’ sound as its algorithms processed the 
remaining good metal. Later precisely the same happened again and 
that also produced a harness buckle with rusted pin intact.

I switched over to the smaller coil and I set up 2 Tone ID Filter 10 
and 3 Tone ID Filter 30 with different values, as I like to check 
sounds in as many modes as possible. During the afternoon the Gain 
was increased by 5 points at a time, and the start point was 65 due to 
very ‘blippy soil’ - Ground Phase numbers around 78. 

Then I searched along a hedge line that was saturated with coke 
and rusted particles. I heard a really nice solid two-way signal hitting 
about 5 to 6 times and then disappearing. I then checked the signal 
in all 4 Modes and got hits with the all, with the weakest being the 
Beach mode. 

All Metal is tops for pinpointing and it can give a lot of precise 
information about location, size and depth of targets. You can search 
in All Metal after Ground Balancing and it’s the deepest seeking 
mode out of the four. Just make sure the Threshold is steady and 
stable.

On first using the Racer the cursor upset me because it always 
jumped back to the top, a few seconds after making a change to the 
settings. However, it soon became a very efficient method of roaming 
between All Metal and a Discrimination mode and now I like it. But, 
be prepared because you will find yourself adjusting settings you 
didn’t want to change thinking you are in the Mode Selection setting 
but no, you might have unwittingly turned Handle Vibration on! 

Field test
Search Ed’: The first site I visited was a field which had been 
searched for many years and there’s been talk of a hoard found in the 
past. The field has pedigree and will usually produce finds from the 
Medieval and Celtic periods.

One fly in the ointment was greenwaste, which was introduced two 
years ago with the regular spreading of processed human excrement. 
This isn’t as bad as some fields subjected to this kind rural vandalism, 
and consists of mainly minced up aluminum drinks cans and foil. 

I parked up and walked to the bottom of the field where a small 
stream formed its boundary. Because the field was highly 
contaminated with iron trash, I decided to increase the ID Filter to 
40, to eliminate the low tone responses from ferrous trash. This then 
made the Racer a fast BEEP detector. If the targets gave repeatable 
responses I’d dig them. This worked well and in amongst all the trash 
I pulled a nicely decorated spindle whorl.

The finding of several targets cemented moral confidence in the 
machine and astounded me because it was the same area I’ve 
searched with other detectors. I was simply amazed, proving to me, 
in that location, the small coil was more effective than several others 
I’ve tried there!

After a couple of hours searching by the stream, I started working 
my way towards 

a small copse and noticed a small scatter of medieval pottery 
shards. I slowed down and started gridding the area. The first coin 
found was a small cut quarter penny, which gave a clear sharp 
two-way response. I found a second hammered ten minutes later and 
ended up with a pocket full of various buckles and buttons. This was 
an enjoyable session with no real problems to report, I really liked 
my first Racer experience.

The second field is one I used to detect frequently. The farmer’s 
wife is very detecting friendly. She loves to see what I find and shares 
a real interest in the history of their farm. As such I leave everything I 
find with her and is probably why the field was soon thrashed to 
death. 

The field has a small Roman farmstead, but the most interesting 
finds are the Celtic silver units that used to often turn up after every 
plough (the last ten years ago). 

Switching on the Racer I noticed that it hadn’t saved its previous 
setting, but had returned to the factory pre-set. This was a surprise to 
me that on a detector of this price and quality, doesn’t have a 
save-settings feature!

I started searching after adjusting the Audio tone to 5, so iron gave 
low grunts and non-ferrous desirable targets gave higher tones. These 
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positive responses then increased in pitch the closer they get to the 
coil. The machine worked well, helped by the low volume of iron. 
I soon found a catch plate from a brooch and an extremely grotty 
Roman coin.

I then asked if I could search a small paddock close to the farm, 
where I knew good finds were possible if I could get in-between all 
the buried large iron scrap. Permission was granted and I started the 
search in factory pre-set. I soon got fed up with the ear-bashing from 
the iron, digging a single silver sixpence. I upped the ID Filter to 40 
to eliminate the small nails, quieting the machine considerably. But 
I then started digging large pieces of iron, targets I’d previously been 
able to ignore. 

By removing the low-tones from large iron responses they then 
sounded like non-ferrous. I had to reduce the ID filter back to 10, 
to identify the large iron which gave mixed signal responses, so I was 
able to ignore them.

Test – Pasture
Desi D: On my first excursion I set up with Gain 85, no interference 
was noted. I set 3 Tone, ID Filter 25. The ‘pie chart’ was empty for 
the most part with just 3 o’clock to three 15 blackened. The Ground 
Phase showed 54.

A first high tone signal sounded good and provided some jumpy 
target ID numbers varying from 92, 84 and as low as 42. I dug and 
up came a long piece of iron.

Another signal sounded high tone with solid ID’s from 82-84. At 
around the 7” depth up came a large Victorian penny. Several more 
artefacts emerged and ranged from more iron to small lead pistol 
balls, small buttons and another halfpenny coin.

I wandered down to a good looking field next to a stream and 
noticed a footbridge and crossed over and wandered into the woods. 
I was soon digging some small but good signals with solid tones and 
steady target ID’s of mostly spent ammunition, but good signals came 
and were mostly modern coins. Right next to the stream was an area 

consisting of shredded aluminium and other bits and pieces. A small 
pistol ball surfaced, as did a small button and then a large spoon 
came up from good depth. 

Beach use
The first beach outing was on a wet day and I also took a PI unit 
along so it was interesting to compare signals with both devices.

The Racer appears to have some extra ground signal filtering and 
this is very different to how the other two modes are set up. In Beach 
Mode it still remains very sharp to various conductivities albeit with 
a sensitivity drop, especially in the very wet surf line.

In fact it was very interesting to subject the machine to a series of 
tests that all pointed to the same thing: it’s best and makes for an easy 
life if used in Beach Mode no matter where you are on a beach be it 
wet, transition and dry sand. 

It won’t Ground Balance in All Metal over wet or dry sand, but it 
will in Two Tone over wet sand after several ‘up - downs’ of the coil. 
Nor will it work to any degree of smoothness and the ‘pie chart’ was 
completely black with the Ground Phase readout showing 90. Three 
Tone will not Ground Balance at all in either wet or dry sand. But, 
why would you want to subject yourself to this - just select Beach 
and you’re away!

Properly Ground Balanced (GB) with correct Gain and ID Filter 
selected, the Racer can be extremely quiet indeed, uncanny almost 
because the only other systems to accomplish this feat are BBS and 
FBS machines.

The occasional ‘snap crackle and pop’ can be heard as it 
encounters some minerals in the sand and processes them as just 
that, and not targets. However, the GB function in Beach Mode is 
extremely good and usually balanced in two or three coil moves ... 
amazing, like I said, this is FBS territory!

VCO Tones will operate in the Beach Mode and can be a good 
indicator to depth, the more high pitched and shrill the signal the 
more likely it is a recent loss. The ID Filter defaults to 40 and you 
might wish to lower it to around 10 to get the really small stuff.

Working the wet sand my Ground Phase was at 1 and on the dry it 
showed 10. The pie chart MMI indicator was black from 12 to 3.15 
only (as on a clock). It was possible to scan the dry sand at maximum 
sensitivity (99) and depth on some small coins was very good indeed 
and up to 10” in some cases on small 10cent euros. This was good.

Using it to seek out metal on the semi-dry sands it had good 
sensitivity, but was fooled a couple of times by iron (thumb size thin 
pieces). But was ‘sharp’ to several pull tabs pointing to it being good 
on rings. I was suspicious of the target ID’s of the ferrous bits 
because their numbers varied from 84 – 92. The tabs showed lower 
numbers typically 61 – 65.

Overall result: I was extremely pleased with it on saltwater beaches 
and I should add, compared to an FBS or BBS unit was just as quiet.

Conclusion
Search Ed’: The Makro Racer is a well-built professional machine. 
It has some novel features including a flashlight and a vibrating 
handgrip, which I soon switched off (personal preference). However, 
I imagine that it would be a very useful feature for those hard of 
hearing.

I liked the extra control with the tone pitch of good signals and the 
overall easy navigation. One slight annoyance is the way the menu 
resets to MODE, so if you’re faffing around adjusting a menu setting, 
you can find you are inadvertently adjusting the MODE tones 
instead. I also dislike the fact you can’t save your settings. 

Headphone choice is very important and should be designed for 
hi-fi use instead of the many dedicated metal detector ones available. 
Use the supplied headphones until you get used to the machine. 
During testing I tried five different sets, none of which gave me 
perfect sounds. To be honest I was often frustrated with the sounds 
it produced, and turning up the ID Filter was a negative solution.

This is a top machine, very powerful, deep and sensitive. I predict 
the Racer will get a large dedicated following of experienced 
detectorists. 

of exposed soft soil underneath a bush looked inviting. When placing 
the coil into that I was rewarded with some rapid-fire sounds. I dug 
six coins, mostly modern and an older florin of 1964 vintage. 

On another invitation I was close to an old army camp and I had 
high hopes of finding some military items. I managed to crawl 
underneath an electric fence and fired up the Racer. The bleeping 
was powerful, incessant and loud; I had never witnessed such strong 
pulses before.

Dozens of paces away from it, the pulsing persisted. I tried 
reducing Gain and scrolled through the five available frequencies, to 
no avail. I increased the ID Filter to 40, but still nothing worked but 
reduced the Volume and that helped to tolerate it.

I got a loud signal and sweeping back and forth it gave up a worn 
copper disc, probably a Victorian or Edwardian halfpenny. More 
finds surfaced and the vast majority were of a non ferrous nature 
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Competition: Win a Racer worth £449!
Our thanks go to LP Metal Detecting for allowing us to give this machine as a prize. For your chance to win just answer the following 
question: How much is the Racer Standard Pack sold for by LP Metal Detecting? Fill in the coupon below (no photocopies allowed 
unless you are a current subscriber and your number is required) with your answer and send it to us at the Racer Competition, The 
Searcher, 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 2PX. Closing date for all entries by 3 August together with your name, address 
and contact number. Good luck!

Please enter me in the draw for the Racer Competition:

How much is the Racer Standard Pack sold for by LP Metal Detecting?

...................................................................................................................................

Name  .....................................................................................................................

Address ...................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................Postcode..........................

Tel number ............................................................................................................

Subscriber no. (if required) .............................................................................

App subscribers ONLY simply either do a ‘screen grab’ of the  
page, print it out and post the coupon OR attach the screen 
grab to an email and send it to info@thesearcher.co.uk.

Competition Rules:
This competition is open to all readers except employees of The Searcher (which includes all regular contributors and their families) and our printers 
and distributors: Warners Group PLC. Only one entry is permitted per person. Entries will be accepted by POST only addressed to: Makro Racer Standard 
Pack Competition, The Searcher, 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 2PX. App subscribers ONLY by email or post. To be valid, entries need 
to be received on or before 3 August. The draw will take place soon after and the winners will be notified by telephone (if possible).
There is no cash or other alternative to the prizes stated and the prizes is not transferable and no part or parts of the prize may be substituted for other 
benefits, items or additions. The judges decision is final and binding. No correspondence will be entered into. No responsibility can be accepted for 
entries lost, delayed or damaged in the post.

Search Ed’s Ratings
(Scores out of ten based on price category)

 Ergonomics (weight/balance):  9

 Simplicity/User Friendliness:  9

 Build quality: 10

 Weather resistance:  9

 Discrimination Performance:  8

 Overall detection Performance:  10

 Value for money (£449):  9

Desi Dunne’s Test Results
(Scores out of ten based on price category)

 Ergonomics (weight/balance):  9

 Simplicity/User Friendliness:  9

 Build quality: 10

 Weather resistance:  8

 Discrimination Performance:  8

 Overall detection Performance:  9

 Value for money (£449):  9

RATING

RATING

Desi D: This detector can be summed up in a single word: 
Impressive!

Value for money - The Racer scores really well. With the Pro 
Package quite a lot of kit is supplied and the pricing is certainly 
very competitive when you consider that the performance is well 
up there with the best of the more expensive machines. 

It’s quite literally at home on as many site conditions as you can 
think of and will be of interest to those seeking out good 
performance at an excellent price. It will also appeal to those who 
may have been out of the hobby for a number of years.

Ergonomics: The weight at just 3lbs is easy to handle and the arm 
cup at the rear is also wide enough to accommodate even the biggest 
arm. The arm strap ensures that it will be easy to swing for long 
detecting sessions. It can be extended to 55” to suit tall people but 
I was the opposite. However, having said that I found it better to 
swing it fully extended across the saltwater flats of beaches and I 
was also able to gain a greater arc radius. The handgrip angle is 
severe, but there are contoured finger grips on the well-padded 
and comfortable handle. 

I conclude by saying that the Racer is the most interesting detector 
I have used for a long while. It appears to be a ‘hybrid’ of other 
brands and at times if I closed my eyes I could have been using an 
X-Terra, a Deus or a Fisher. It shares some characteristics in how 
it sounds and its menu choices. The machine is very innovative, 
moderately priced and delivers the goods.

The Pro Package has to be the best value and in professional 
performance that it offers. I’ve now owned and used several 
detectors from this Turkish stable and they’ve all made an 
impression on me. This company is making huge strides in design 
and innovation. I firmly believe they’re on an upward trajectory 
and I’m really keen to see just what they’re going to produce next!
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Follow us on Twitter: 
@RegtonDetectors

Find us on Facebook: 
Regton Ltd

REGTON
METAL DETECTION SPECIALISTS

Regton Ltd. 82 Cliveland Street
Birmingham, B19 3SN

www.regton.com

OUR SHOP
IS OPEN

Mon to Sat: 
9.30am - 5.00pm

Order & Enquiry Hotline

0121 359 2379

The NEW Garrett ATX is ultra-sensitive to very small targets, 
such as subgram-size gold nuggets, that other pulse machines 
will not fi nd. Larger size gold, jewellery, and even relic targets 
can be detected at great depths.

• alkaline and rechargeable batteries • charger • car charger 
• headphones • padded bag and Garrett metal detector sling

AT PRO International with 
Land phones, Camo Digger’s 
Pouch, Baseball Cap, Coil 
Cover

AT PRO International 
Accurate Locator Package 
including land phones, 
Camo Digger’s Pouch, 
Baseball Cap, Coil Cover 
and Garrett Pro-Pointer

Ideal for 
• Gold nuggets, 
• Relic hunting, 
• Jewellery, 
• Coin hunting.

AT Gold offers 
deepest detection 
depth and sensitivity 
on the smallest 
nuggets.

AT GOLD with: 
Land phones,
Alkaline Batteries,
Coil Cover

NEW

G71CC 
7” x 10” Coil Cover
G69CC
6.5” x 9” Coil Cover

GC
with Garrett Logo 
on front

GBBCAP
Garrett Black
Embroidered 
Baseball Cap

GCAPATP 
with Garrett AT Pro 
logo on front 

3ATLP
AT Pro & AT Gold
Land headphones

Garrett GTI 2500 with 
9.5” PROformance imaging coil, 
includes: hoard depth multiplier 
attachment, headphonesattachment, headphones

Euro Ace with DVD, 
headphones, Backpack, 
Meter Cover, Coil cover

Pro-Pointer
• Finds Targets 

Faster!
• Audible & 

vibrating 
alarms 

• Automatically 
adjusts

• Pinpointing 
tip and side 
scanning 
capability

• LED Light 
Assists

• Sifting Blade 
to Scrape

• 

• Pinpointing 
tip and side 
scanning 
capability

• LED Light 
Assists

• Sifting Blade 
to Scrape

Ace 250 Deluxe 
Sport Pack

Ace 250 with batteries, 
Instructional DVD, 
2 Yr UK warranty, 
Garrett Meter Cover, 
All Purpose Backpack, 
Headphones & 9” x 12” coil

Ace 250 
Garrett ACE 250 with 
batteries, DVD, Coil 
Cover and Headphones

Garrett ACE 250 
Accurate Locator 
Package including
batteries, DVD, 
Coil Cover, 
Headphones and 
Garrett Pro-Pointer 

Sport Pack
Ace 150 

Garrett Pro-Pointer AT
• Waterproof to 10 feet
• Fast Retune
• Single button operation
• LED fl ash light
• Lost Pinpointer Alarm
• lanyard attachment loop. belt holster, 

and 9V batteries
• Patented proportional audio and 

scraping blade to sift through soil

Waterproof Makro Pointer 
with carrying pouch, hard-shell case, 
hard-shell case with scraping blade, 
fi nds bag, belt holster, 9V alkaline battery

OUR SHOP
IS OPEN

Mon to Sat:

lanyard attachment loop. belt holster, 

Z24CE215
Coins of England 2015

Pocket Box to keep fi nds
Large:120mm x 105mm x 33mm

Pocket Box to keep fi nds
Small:95mm x 68mm x 29mm

Available
colours: 
Green
Black
(pictured)

Available 
colours: 
Black
Clear 
(pictured)

£1995.00

£665.95

£595.95

£649.00

Garrett ATX Extreme Pulse 
Induction metal detector with:

Garrett AT PRO 
International

Garrett
AT Gold

£995.00

Garrett GTI 2500 
Hoard Package

4GTSB
Garrett tactical

heavilty paded bag£59.95 heavilty paded bag

3GES
Garrett Easy 

Stow headphones
£24.95

2GS
Garrett mild steel 

sand scoop 
£40.95

GACBC
Garrett Ace 
Control Box Cover
£14.95

£10.95

£10.95

£10.95

£9.95

£9.95

£9.95

£49.95

GA912CC  
9” x 12” 
Coil Cover

£89.95£279.95£349.95

EuroACE

£259.95£139.95

£189.95

£264.95

with 2 year 
UK warranty,
UK Mainland 
Delivery, 
Coil Cover, 
Headphones

Cover and HeadphonesCover and HeadphonesCover and HeadphonesCover and Headphones

£189.95

Cover and Headphones

£124.95

£82.00

NEW

NEW

£30.00

£2.49

£1.49

Euro Ace Accurate Locator 
Package including DVD, 
headphones, backpack, 
coil cover, meter cover and 
Garrett Pro-Pointer
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 metal detectors

XP ACCESSORIES

Watch us on our YouTube 
channel: RegtonDetectors

Visit our NEW website 
www.regton.com

Order & Enquiry Hotline 0121 359 2379

www.regton.com

Visit our NEW website 

XPWS5
Wireless
WS5 Deus 

XPWS2
XP WS2 Wireless 
headphones Two Channel

XPD0861W
Waterproof armband
for XP Deus

XPD0861
Armband for XP Deus 

remote control

XPD08CASE 
Deus silicon 
protection for 
remote controls

XPD0861W
Waterproof armband
for XP Deus

XPD0861W
Waterproof armband
for XP Deus

XPD0861
Armband for XP Deus 

XPWS3
XP WS3 Wireless 
Headphones

XPD09
Wireless WS4 Deus XP WS3 Wireless XP WS3 Wireless 

XP ADX 150 Metal Detector with: coil cover 
& hipmount bag, backphones, charger and 
rechargeable batteries.

XP Adventis 2 Metal Detector with: coil cover 
& hipmount bag, backphones, rechargeable 
batteries, carry bag and onboard charger.

XP Goldmaxx Power Metal Detector with: coil 
cover & hipmount bag, backphones, charger 
and rechargeable batteries.£739.00

WIRELESS
READY

Goldmaxx Power

WIRELESS
READY

XP Gmaxx2 Metal Detector with: coil cover & 
hipmount bag, backphones, charger, bag & 
rechargeable batteries.£699.00

WIRELESS
READY Gmaxx2

ADX 150

£369.00

WIRELESS
READY

Adventis 2

£529.00

WIRELESS
READY

DEUS with
9 inch coil
DEUS with
9 inch coil

DEUS with
11 inch coil

XP DEUS with 9 inch coil, 
remote control, small WS4 headphones, 
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1378.00
XP DEUS with 9 inch coil,
remote control, WS5 headphones, 
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1436.00

XP DEUS with 9 inch coil, WS4 headphones,
mains charger and coil cover. £769.00

XP DEUS with 9 inch coil, remote control,
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1118.00

XP DEUS with 9 inch coil, WS5 headphones, 
mains charger, coil cover. £827.00

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
remote control, small WS4 headphones,
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1408.00

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
remote control, WS5 headphones, 
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1466.00

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
remote control, mains charger, coil cover, 
hip mount pouch. £1148.00

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
WS4 headphones, mains charger, coil cover. £799.00

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
WS5 headphones, mains charger, coil cover £857.00

FREE Next working day UK Mainland delivery

DEUS with
11 inch coil

XP DEUS with 11 inch coil,
remote control, small WS4 headphonesremote control, small WS4 headphones,
mains charger, coil cover, hip mount pouch. £1408.00

£318.00
£260.00

£175.95

£12.95

XPCASE
XP Transport case
£78.00

£11.95

£16.95NEW

£139.00

XPD090
XP Deus wristband accessory 
for WS4 (WS4 not included)

£23.50

NEW

XPD28
11’’ Deus coil
£349.95

£319.95

XPD01
9’’ Deus coil

£373.00

XPD3428
13’’x11’’ coil

Z25TDH
The Deus Handbook 
by Andy Sabisch £14.95
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Birmingham, B19 3SN
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Regton Ltd
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QUALITY NEL 
COILS MADE FOR 
MOST MAKES

Regton Can Match ANY Genuine Advertised Price or Offer

Tornado NELBig NEL

• 17’’ by 15’’
• use on a very clean 

ground such as  a 
pasture land, where 
maximum detection 
range is important

• 12” x13” 
• use on fairy clean ground, 

such us pasture land
• it gives more ground 

coverage than a standard 
manufacture coil

Hunter NEL Sharpshooter Sharp NEL

• 12.5’’ x 8.5’’
• use on ploughed land, where you 

need a good ground coverage
• excellent recovery speed
• good separation 

• 5’’  round coil, 
• for use on junky ground where there 

is so much iron and you need to get in 
between iron very slowly and carefully 

• on thick maize stubble which is very diffi cult to 
detect due to the thickness of stalks

• gives excellent separation          

• 9.5’’ x 5.5’’
• for use on roughly ploughed land or 

stubble, where you need a small coil to 
get in between stubble

NEL Coil Big 15’’ x 17’’ for:
Garrett Metal Detectors from £178.95
Teknetics Metal Detectors from £175.95 
Minelab Metal Detectors from £216.95
Fisher/Discovery Metal Detectors from £162.95 

NEL Coil Tornado 12‘‘ x 13’’ for:
Garrett Metal Detectors from  £115.95
Teknetics Metal Detectors from £128.95 
Tesoro/ Laser Metal Detectors from £128.95 
Whites Metal Detectors from £115.95  
Minelab Metal Detectors from £141.95 
Fisher/Discovery Metal Detectors from £115.95  

NEL Coil Hunter 8.5’’ x 12.5’’ for:
Garrett Metal Detectors from £101.95 
Teknetics Metal Detectors from £108.95 
Tesoro/ Laser Metal Detectors from £121.95 
Whites Metal Detectors from £101.95  
Minelab Metal Detectors from £121.95  
Fisher/Discovery Metal Detectors from            £101.95 

NEL Coil Sharpshooter 5.5’’ x 9.5’’ for:
Garrett Metal Detectors from £88.95
Teknetics Metal Detectors from £94.95 
Tesoro/ Laser Metal Detectors from £108.95  
Whites Metal Detectors from £87.95   
Minelab Metal Detectors from £108.95  
Fisher/Discovery Metal Detectors from £87.95

NEL Coil Sharp 5’’ for:
Garrett Metal Detectors from                    £82.95
Teknetics Metal Detectors from £87.95 
Tesoro/ Laser Metal Detectors from £108.95  
Whites Metal Detectors from £80.95   
Minelab Metal Detectors from £108.95  
Fisher/Discovery Metal Detectors from                £80.95

Minelab CTX3030 metal 
detector with: 
• coil cover,
• rechargeable battery pack,
• charger, 
• alkaline battery holder, 
• car charger,
• Koss headphones,
• wireless module for 

headphones,
• coil cover,
• ADDITIONAL 17” x 13” Smart coil

Minelab CTX3030 metal 

rechargeable battery pack,

ADDITIONAL 17” x 13” Smart coil

Order & Enquiry Hotline

0121 359 2379

Minelab E-Trac 
metal detector with: 
• coil cover, 
• Koss Headphones, 
• rechargable battery pack,
• charger, 
• alkaline battery pack, 
• USB port connector, 
• CD

Phone for best price for 
Minelab Metal Detectors 

Minelab Safari  metal detector  
Regton Pro-Pack: 
• coil cover, 
• Nel Tornado 12” x 13” coil and coil cover

Minelab Excalibur II  metal 
detector Regton Pro-Pack: 
• 10” coil and coil cover, 
• generic Minelab carry bag, 
• hip mount kit 
• Minelab metal sand scoop

Minelab Excalibur II  metal 
detector Regton Pro-Pack:

10” coil and coil cover, 
generic Minelab carry bag, 

Minelab metal sand scoop
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Dorton medieval 
gold pendant

By Brett Thorn
Curator of Archaeology – Buck’s County Museum

This beautiful gold pendant found at Dorton in Buckinghamshire shows two Christian religious images, and 
dates from around 1450-1500 AD.

The scenes shown are the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary (when the angel Gabriel tells Mary that she 
is going to give birth to the son of God) and on the other side, a man in bishop’s robes, probably Thomas 
Becket. Becket, who was Archbishop of Canterbury, was murdered in 1170 in his cathedral by four knights 
who thought that the king wanted him dead. Three years later, Becket was made a saint, and his tomb in 
Canterbury became an important site of pilgrimage.

People who made a pilgrimage to a 
saint’s shrine may have been hoping 
for healing, or just trying to help their 
souls get into heaven. Buying and 
wearing jewellery to show that you 
had made a pilgrimage was common. 
Many different souvenirs would have 
been available, depending on what 
the pilgrim could afford, but this 
gold pendant with its very fine 
carving, and traces of blue and white 
enamel, would have been bought 
and worn by someone very wealthy.

The pendant was found over 30 
years ago in a garden and has been 
with the family ever since, who had 
no idea of its age or importance. The 
most recent owner had decided to sell 
it for scrap gold, but luckily the 

jeweller it was taken to recognised it 
as being old, and suggested they had 
it looked at by an auction house with 
a specialist in antiquities. It was then 
identified as being medieval, and 
possibly subject to Treasure law.

The owner duly took it to the 
British Museum to report it as 
possible Treasure. He was told that 
if found today, it would likely be 
Treasure, but as it was found before 
the 1996 Treasure Act was passed, it 
wasn’t subject to that law. It was also 
outside the scope of the old Treasure 
Trove, which required you to prove 
that an object had been hidden “with 
the intent of recovery” – not hard for 
a hoard of coins, but impossible for a 
single piece of jewellery.

The British Museum staff 
suggested that the owner contact 
the local museum, Buckinghamshire 
County Museum, to see if they were 
interested in acquiring it.

An independent valuation of 
£13,500 was obtained, and the 
Museum managed to obtain generous 
grants from The Headley Trust, the 
V&A Purchase Grant Fund, and the 
Patrons of the Museum, to cover the 
whole cost.

The pendant is now on display in 
the Buckinghamshire Museum’s 
‘Touch of Bucks’ gallery.
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By Butch Holcombe

Butch Holcombe, publisher of the American Digger magazine, printed the following in his last editorial. 
There’s a lot of truth in what he says, but I can’t help feeling that his logic is flawed – JW.

How old is old? Let me clarify that 
I’m talking about the things we dig 
and collect, and not about publishers 
who actually remember when some 
of the stuff we dig was new.

I began to ponder this question 
after speaking with John Winter, 
Assistant Editor of The Searcher 
magazine in jolly old England. In 
passing, John noted that us North 
American detectorists tend to get 
rather giddy at finds of only a 
hundred years old or so. Meanwhile, 
British detectorists are hoping that 
future machines will have a setting 
cancelling out any target less than 250 
years old, to better help them weed 
out items too ‘new’ to be noteworthy. 

It’s relevant, for the USA has only 
existed as such for less than 250 years. 
Even before that, settlement was 
sparse here, with the exception of 
small pockets of French and Spanish 
explorers, interspersed with the 
occasional Viking vacationer. That 
means that most items found by 
Yanks are going to be less than 250 
years old, with the occasional earlier 
find in a few scattered locations that 
have seen early explorers and Viking 
families on holiday. 

Across the pond, it is routine to dig 
items dating to the early occupation 
by Romans, who effectively ruled the 
entire world with the exception of 
North America, which they ignored. 
According to ancient Latin texts this 
was due to ‘Ibi est nihil non ibi’ or, 
roughly translated into English, 
‘There ain’t anything there.’

While Roman juvenile delinquents 
were pitching denarii and playing 
‘even-odd’ with now-priceless 
dupondii, here in North America 
our youthful misfits were learning 
to create knives from stone and 
smirking as grandpa told of battling 
mammoths with nothing but a stick 
and a sharp rock. Uphill. Both ways. 
Sometimes a tribe or culture would 
melt a piece of copper ore and create 
a super weapon of metal but, for the 
most part, technology consisted of 

rocks, sticks, and the occasional 
animal part. 

The Native Americans were 
overshadowed by their English 
brethren, who arrived in Britain 
250,000 years ago, or roughly 235,000 
years before anyone set foot in what 
is now the USA. In fact, I’m pretty 
sure we have rocks younger than that 
over here.

But it is all relative to the age of 
the country. Let’s even the playing 
field through some creative and 
questionable calculations. If the first 
humans arrived in England 250,000 
years ago, and in North America 
15,000 years ago, then America has 
only been occupied 16% of the time 
that England has been occupied. 
Thus, by my admittedly foggy 
calculations this means say, a 1914 
wheat penny dug in Cranky Corner, 
Louisiana is equal ‘percentage wise’ 
to a 306 AD coin found in Lower 
Studly, Great Britain. Or, to really 
push the envelope of reason, my 
oldest coin found in the States, a 
1600s Spanish cobb, would be akin 
to a British silver coin from 256 BC. 
Now I’m getting your attention!

I’m sure some hoity-toity ‘schooled’ 
mathematician will try to poke holes 
in this theory of age relativity, but 
you don’t have to be a rocket scientist 
to realise that, with enough adult 
beverages and imagination, it’s all 
likely to make sense to those who 
understand. 

So North Americans, don’t worry 
that the just-dug 1845 large cent you 

are now doing a victory dance around 
would be released back into the wild 
if found by any self-respecting British 
detectorist. Simply apply the 16% 
formula, which will mean you have 
just recovered the equivalent of a 
300 AD Roman coin found in 
England. Want to really get something 
old? A 5,000-year-old stone blade 
found in Whynot, Mississippi is 
just as comparatively ancient as an 
80,000-year-old stone artefact 
unearthed in Mudford Sock, 
England.

The fact is, England is just older, 
and the population has had a lot 
longer time to lose things. The USA 
is much younger, as are our finds. If it 
takes imagination and fuzzy maths to 
make us Yanks feel better about our 
finds, let us wallow in our pride of 
all things sort-of-old.

So to John and our English friends, 
I say it is all relative. Continue to 
smirk at our 1899 whatthehellisit 
while you happily dig your Roman 
dimajadodad. We are perfectly 
content to call our New World finds 
‘old’ even though we may have to use 
faulty maths to justify it. Let us enjoy 
our blissful ignorance, because once 
you all figure out just how ridiculous 
my 16% formula is, we’ll all be 
coming over there to dig.

You can see the American Digger 
magazine at http://www.
americandigger.com
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WS4 

• Deep - Fast - Light - Wireless
• Controlled by wireless headphones or wristband 
• 4 frequencies (4, 8, 12 or 18 kHz), No need to change   
   the coil or the detector to change the frequency !
• Rechargeable Lipo batteries and charger included
• Ultra light : 800 grs (with 9’’coil)

• Telescopic ‘S’ stem (XP patent)
• Unclip the headset control and connect your own headphone 
• Updatable (via optional remote control)
• Headphone rain proof
• Optional: Coil 13x11’’, 9’’, remote control, ... 
• Warranty 5 years ! 

   Functions: 
- Discrimination
- Sensitivity
- 4 frequencies 
- Ground Balance
- From 2 to 5 tones
- Pitch , Full Tones

- 10 factory programs 
- 8 empty slots for you to save     
- Indicates the target’s ID
- Volume
- Choice of coil 
- Battery condition displayed 

       DEUS WS4 ... 
         ...WHAT OTHER DETECTOR CAN OFFER YOU THIS MUCH FOR ONLY £743 ?
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The deepest & fastest top end machine money can buy !  

Unclip the headset control

Insert the jack adaptor*

Lodge the headset control
inside the wristband*

optional WS5Wristband WS4* Waterproof bag* 
5m / 16 feet

WS4 Stem support* 

11’’ coil
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A friend of mine has collected 
hammered silver coins for over four 
decades. This chap often buys at 
auction and in doing so sometimes 
acquires large lots that contain other 
numismatic items than just his 
speciality. Over the years he has 
accumulated a number of ancient 
and milled coins, tokens, jettons and 
medals. He catalogues everything he 
buys, except for the medals, of which 
he has around two dozen. A few 
months back we were chatting when 
the subject of commemorative medals 
cropped up; my friend asked if I 
would have a look at the small group 
in his possession, with a view to 
cataloguing the individual items. 
After a bit of cajoling I agreed, as I 
thought the end result might be of 
interest to detectorists – as I know 
from experience that medals 
occasionally turn up as detecting 
finds. I should emphasise that the 
items that follow on are from my 
friend’s collection and none of 
them are for sale.

Figure 1 is a really interesting 
medal, which is cast in lead. I initially 
found this confusing, as the titles on 
the reverse (ANNA DEI GRATIA 
etc.) suggested it was struck for Anne, 
who reigned between 1702 and 1714. 
However, the bust on the obverse is 
wearing costume that dates from the 
early 17th rather than the 18th century. 
Therefore, the visual evidence 
suggested a fairly early date. I 

Commemorative 
medals
By Peter D. Spencer

In the past the dies for coins had to be cut by hand. This was a highly skilled task and those involved had to 
be good with both their head and their hands: they needed artistic flair to conjure up new designs, together 
with the ingenuity and skill to make the dies themselves. When a new King or Queen ascended the throne 
those responsible for the making of coinage dies would be exceptionally busy. However, once all the dies 
for the different denominations had been made there would be little to do. Of course, dies would wear 
out and need replacing and changes in the design of some denominations would provide work. At best, 
though, the employment coming through coinage work would be intermittent rather than regular. Therefore, 
die makers needed another way to generate income and one avenue open to them was the cutting of dies 
for medals – which commemorated people (royalty, politicians, etc.) or events (coronations, anniversaries, 
treaties, battles, etc.), of the time they lived in or from the past. Often referred to as a medallion, the correct 
numismatic term is medal.

Dutch engraver; he arrived in London 
around 1615 but in 1624 he moved to 
Copenhagen and became royal 
engraver to the King of Denmark.  

The major reference work on 
pre-George III medals is Medallic 
Illustrations (the full title is longer 
but this abbreviation is almost always 
used). The de Passe silver version is 
listed as number 63 in volume I of 
Medallic Illustrations. The text for 
the medal that follows on (number 
64) reads: “In more modern times, 
perhaps in the middle of the 18th 
century, a model was made after the 
above medal [number 63].” It went 
on to say that it was copper, in very 
high relief and only a single specimen 
(in the British Museum) is known. I 
have actually examined the medal in 
the BM and Figure 1 is very similar; 
a lead cast is unpublished and my 
friend’s example might be the only 
one known. It is not in particularly 
good condition but this medal is 
obviously rather important.  

Figure 2 is a medal of Charles II. 
On the obverse is a bust of Charles II 
and on the reverse is the King 
(dressed as a Roman) viewing a naval 
engagement. Medals like this, struck 
in silver, are said to have been given 
out as awards to officers and captains. 
The silver version measures 62mm in 
diameter but this is copper-alloy and 
slightly more than 60mm in diameter; 
it is therefore an ‘after-cast’, which 
will have been cast in a mould made 

Figure 1

eventually pinned it down as a medal 
of Anne of Denmark (1574-1619), 
who was the wife of James I and 
mother of Charles I. It dates from 
circa 1616 and is ‘after’ (meaning 
copied from or similar to) a silver 
medal by Simon de Passe, a famous 



from a silver striking. The difference in size 
is due to shrinkage of the copper-alloy as it 
cooled off. This casting looks a bit grubby 
and might have spent some time in the 
ground. 

During the 1790s several ‘Loyal 
Associations’ were formed, mostly to keep 
order in England. Figure 3 is a bronze medal 
struck in 1798 to commemorate the 
presentation of colours to the Birmingham 
Loyal Association. On the obverse is a seated 
female presenting an olive branch to Cupid; 
above is DUCIT AMOR PATRIAE, which 
translates as ‘Patriotism leads me’. On the 
reverse is a crowned plinth with raised 
letters, ending with JUNE 4 1798.

Lots of medals were produced during 
the reign of George III and Figure 4 is an 
illustration of one struck in 1810 to 
commemorate the 50th year of his reign. It 
is made of copper and not particularly scarce 
but bears a striking image of the King. 

Figure 6 is a George IV accession and 
coronation bronze medal. Beneath the 
laureate bust on the obverse is ACCESSION 
JAN 29 1820. On the reverse is George IV, 
seated and dressed in coronation regalia, 
with JULY 19 1821 behind him. A very 
wide range of medals were made during 
this reign, including several different types 
commemorating the coronation. 

Figure 2

Figure 3 Figure 5

Figure 4

George III had many children but his 
eldest son, George, was heir to the throne 
and became Prince Regent in 1812 when 
his father became unfit to rule. The younger 
George had only one child, Charlotte, and 
when he eventually became George IV in 
1820 his daughter would have been his heir 
to the throne. Unlike her father, she was very 
popular with the general public and married 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg Saalfeld on 2 May 
1816. Tragically, soon after producing a 
still-born son, Princess Charlotte died in 
1817. Figure 5 is a copper medal 
commemorating her death on 6 November 
1817. On the reverse is a sarcophagus on a 
plinth, partly covered by the drapery of a 
tree; the legend reads GREAT BRITAIN 
MOURNS: HER PRINCES WEEP.

Figure 6

Lots of 19th century politicians appear on 
medals and a small brass example is featured 
as Figure 7. This is George Canning (born in 
1770), who served in several governments 
and became Prime Minister in 1827 but died 
in the same year. The rather strange legend 
on the reverse reads THE FRIEND OF 

RATIONAL FREEDOM around a plinth 
bearing the dates of his birth and death. 
The legend suggests that some believed 
there could be an irrational form of freedom! 

Another brass medal is illustrated as 
Figure 8. This commemorates the death 
of George IV on 26 June 1830. The reverse 
refers to the King as being Beloved & 
Lamented but in actual fact he was 
disliked by most of the population. 

Figure 7

Figure 8
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The man on the obverse of Figure 9 is 
Charles Calvert. This rare silver medal was 
struck in 1832 and was paid for by cash raised 
by electors as a tribute to Calvert, who had 
become the Member of Parliament for 
Southwark in five successive elections. He 

The very small brass medal illustrated as 
Figure 11 is dated 1854 beneath the young 
head of Victoria. On the reverse, beneath 
the crossed flags of England and France is 
INKERMAN. This, then, commemorates 
a famous battle fought (5 November 1854) 
during the Crimean War. Like some others, 

Still having some of its original lustre, 
the reverse of Figure 14 commemorates the 
accession to the throne of Edward VII on 
23 January 1901. On the obverse is a bust 
of Edward and the legend names him as 
King of England and Emperor of India. 

Figure 15

had first been elected in 1812 and died in 
September of 1832. The Great Reform Act 
was passed in 1832 and around this time 
many medals were struck bearing the images 
and names of prominent politicians who had 
been involved in the long debates before the 
Act received the royal assent. However, 
many outside Parliament were disappointed 
that the number of people allowed to vote 
had not increased by any great extent after 
the Reform Act. Members of the working 
class in particular were aggrieved that most 
were still barred from voting. This led to the 
formation of the Chartist Movement, which 
would fight long and hard on behalf of the 
workers. Sadly, this had little impact on the 
deliberations of most MPs. 

Figure 10 is a brass accession/coronation 
medal of Victoria. On the death of George 
IV his brother, William, had become King. 
When William died the heir to the throne 
was the daughter of Edward (1767-1820), 
the fourth son of George III. She was 
Victoria, who would ascend the throne 

Figure 9

in 1837 at the age of 18 and reign for 64 
years. On the reverse of this medal (struck in 
1838) is the State Crown, above the Sword 
and Sceptre and with the Orb below. 

Figure 10

Figure 11

this was a war that was supposed to be over 
in weeks but dragged on for much longer. 
It is famous for the charge of the Light 
Brigade and Florence Nightingale but when 
the conflict ended after the Treaty of Paris 
was signed in 1856 very little of lasting 
significance had been achieved by any of 
the countries involved. 

A very wide range of medals were struck 
for the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria. 
Figure 12 is one of the official specimens 
issued by the Royal Mint. It is silver and has 
on the obverse the old head of Victoria and 
a long legend ending with MDCCCXCVII 
(1897). On the reverse is the young head of 
Victoria, below which is a branch tied with 
ribbon, together with an inscription in Latin. 
The number struck must have been huge, as 
specimens are common today and can 
usually be bought for a very low price. 

Besides those commemorating people and 
events, medals were also given out as prizes. 
Figure 13 is a rather nice example with 
LEEDS SMITHFIELD CLUB and the 
Leeds’ coat of arms on the obverse. It is 
silver and on the reverse is a laurel wreath, 
into which was engraved the name of the 
winner. It is undated but I’d suggest it is 
either late 19th or early 20th century in 
date. This medal was awarded by the Leeds 
branch of the Smithfield Club, which held 
annual shows of livestock. 

Figure 13

Figure 14

Medals were struck in a range of different 
metals, including gold, silver, bronze and 
copper. In the late Georgian period 
aluminium was very difficult to produce 
and medals struck in that metal would have 
been very expensive. However, when the 
electrolytic process was invented this metal 
was far easier to extract from bauxite. What 
had once been very expensive and difficult to 
refine now became much cheaper and easier 
to produce. Figure 15 is an aluminium medal, 
with a bust of John Wesley on the obverse 

Figure 16

Figure 12

and a legend on the reverse stating it was 
struck for the Wesleyan Methodist Twentieth 
Century Fund. This fund was launched on 
8 November 1898 and no-one was allowed 
to donate more than a guinea (£1.05). It was 
closed in 1908, when the massive sum of 
£1,073,682 had been raised. The money was 
used to build Westminster Wesleyan Central 
Hall, build or enlarge Wesleyan chapels and 
Sunday schools in the British Isles, and to 
send missionaries overseas. 

Figure 16 is the only one that doesn’t 
belong to my friend, for it is one of my 
detecting finds. The portraits on the obverse 
are those of George V and his wife, Mary of 
Teck. Surface corrosion doesn’t allow me to 
translate the legends but it probably dates 
from the coronation year: 1911. This is far 
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Figure 17

and away the smallest commemorative 
medal I have ever seen. 

Millions of British and Commonwealth 
troops fought for King and Country during 
the First World War. When this terrible 
war ended a huge number of medals were 
presented to the men (and some women) 
who had taken part. Many localities also 
presented medals and one is illustrated as 
Figure 17. On the obverse is the standing 

The final medal dates from the coronation 
of George VI and Queen Elizabeth (the 
mother of our present Queen) on 12 May 
1937 (Figure 18). George was the second 
son of George V, so he wasn’t in line for the 
throne. When George V died early in 1936 
his eldest son became Edward VIII. However, 
this soon led to a crisis, when Edward said 
he would not take the throne without the 
support of the woman he wished to marry; 

figure of Peace and a legend reading 
BRITAIN FRANCE ITALY AMERICA 
BELGIUM. On the reverse is the coat of 
arms of Morley, which is situated close to 
the City of Leeds. This was presented in 
1919 (presumably to people who had 
joined in the war effort) by Councillor 
and Mrs J. Stockdale, who at the time 
were the Mayor and Mayoress of Morley. 

public speaking. However, he eventually 
managed to overcome worst of this 
impediment and became a hard working 
and popular King. 

I mentioned near the start that detectorists 
sometimes dig up commemorative medals. 
Most are small in size and made of base metal 
but occasionally the odd silver example 
turns up. They are often relegated to ‘grot 
boxes’ but in my opinion that is a mistake, 
as most have an interesting tale to tell about 
the person or event they commemorate. So, 
treasure them and give them a place in your 
collection.

It would be about a dozen years back 
when I travelled down to Nottinghamshire 
to do a bit of detecting. I arrived at about 
10 o’clock on a perishing cold morning and 
met up with a small group of detectorists, 
one of whom had brought a tray of finds to 
show me. On the tray were some Roman and 
hammered coins but one thing in particular 
caught my eye: a coronation medal of 
George I in gold. It was larger than a two 
guinea piece and in quite good condition 
for something that might have been in the 
soil for not far short of 300 years. As I 
looked at it my hands shook, in part due 
to the cold but also because I was holding 
something that was both beautiful and very 
rare indeed. Therefore, besides medals 
made of aluminium, copper, bronze, brass 
and silver there might be the odd one made 
of gold, just waiting for the search-head of 
a detecting machine to locate it. 

the woman, a USA national and a divorcee, 
was Mrs Wallis Simpson. After much debate 
and argument, on 10 December 1936 
Edward abdicated and his brother George 
them became King of Great Britain. Poor 
George must have been devastated, for he 
had a stammer that made him ill-suited for 

Figure 18
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PRODUCT NEWS

Competition: An Xpointer worth £69.95
Our thanks go to Detectorbits for giving us one to give away worth 
£69.95 as a prize. Just fill in the coupon below (no photocopies 
allowed unless you are a current subscriber and your number is 
required) with your answer and send it to us at the Xpointer 
Competition, The Searcher, 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey, 
GU1 2PX. Closing date for all entries by 3 August together with your 
name, address and contact number. Good luck!

Please enter me in the draw for the Xpointer Competition:

...........................................................................................................................................

Name  .............................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................Postcode..........................

Tel number ....................................................................................................................

Subscriber no. (if required) .....................................................................................

App subscribers ONLY simply either do a ‘screen grab’ of the  
page, print it out and post the coupon OR attach the screen 
grab to an email and send it to info@thesearcher.co.uk.

Competition Rules:
This competition is open to all readers except employees of The Searcher (which includes all 
regular contributors and their families) and our printers and distributors: Warners Group PLC. 
Only one entry is permitted per person. Entries will be accepted by POST only addressed to: 
Xpointer Competition, The Searcher, 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 2PX. 
App subscribers ONLY by email or post. To be valid, entries need to be received on or before 
3 August. The draw will take place soon after and the winners will be notified by telephone 
(if possible).
There is no cash or other alternative to the prizes stated and the prizes is not transferable and 
no part or parts of the prize may be substituted for other benefits, items or additions. The 
judges decision is final and binding. No correspondence will be entered into. No responsibility 
can be accepted for entries lost, delayed or damaged in the post.

PI Xpointer from Deteknix

Readers will be aware of the current burgeoning market in 
pinpointers. One of the newest additions is the all-new water 
resistant (don’t submerge) version from Deteknix, made in China 
and distributed by Tony Hunt of Detectorbits. Available in different 
livery including black, pink, grey, yellow, orange and ‘camo’, there 
should be a colour to suit all tastes and detecting ensembles.

The device works on the Pulse Induction (PI) system and, 
according to reports from testers here and around the world, it’s 
strength lies in the fact that, providing you don’t have a low battery, 
it doesn’t give false signals and is very stable in different soils, on the 
beach and in wet sand. This stability is a definite plus and what sets 
the pointer apart from pointers of some other manufacturers. 

Information printed on the sturdy box in which it comes packaged 
informs us that ‘the optimised coil wiring technology (Gorilla) allows 
you to scrape the dirt whilst searching, with no falsing’. 

The Radio Alarm Indication Technology (RAIT) can simply be 
interpreted to mean that the audio or vibration alert frequency will 
increase as the tip gets closer to the target. There are four adjustable 
sensitivity levels.

Also included in the box are the instructions for use, a well-made 
woven belt holster, four rubber tip connectors and lanyard. The 
latter looks somewhat flimsy and you may prefer to invest in 
something more substantial. A 9v battery is also included, but 
because of Royal Mail restrictions, this doesn’t include Ireland.

The housing has a ribbed anti-slip design with an inch scale on the 
side to help measure the depth of your finds. There is also a battery 
saver alarm, an overload indicator and a LED flashlight. The build 
quality is good and the warranty is for two years.

How can you obtain one? By entering our competition of course, 
or by contacting the UK sole distributor, Tony Hunt at Detectorbits, 
or your local stockist. The current price is £69.95 and there is free 
delivery within the UK. All enquiries for sales and support should be 
directed to him at www.detectorbits.co.uk 
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Fits all MINELAB FBS detectors 
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Minelab Explorer Faceplate (suitable for 
all Explorer models) only £45.95. FREE 
delivery. (Wholesale enquiries welcome).
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Guy Tansey and his son Ryan live in British Columbia and have been detecting for a few years, ever since 
Ryan was seven years old. They make a formidable pair. In 2014 they joined the Fraser Valley Treasure 
Hunters and it wasn’t long before they realised the benefits of joining a club.

On a gorgeous autumn day in 
Vancouver about 12 members 
converged on Kit’s beach for the 
annual October dig when a couple 
asking for assistance approached 
them.

Sergei and Svetlana had been on 
the beach the previous day when 
Sergei had lost a ring. They had 
returned to have another search and 
couldn’t believe their luck to see the 
beach populated by people with 
metal detectors. They were spoilt 
for choice!

Ryan heard (“with his big ears”, 
said Dad) about their plight, offered 
to help and was shown roughly where 
the ring had been lost. When the lad 
got a signal, the ring owner dropped 
to his knees scrabbling in the sand. 
Ryan, fearful that - whatever it might 
be - would be pushed down further, 
employed his pinpointer … and 
unearthed a piece of rusty metal!

Undaunted, Ryan persevered with 
his White’s Coinmaster machine and 
came across another sharp signal. He 
asked his Dad to double-check with 
his CTX as a nervous Sergei paced up 
and down. The pinpointer was used 
again and this time located a huge 
ring containing six diamonds and 
a ruby.

There was a scream of excitement 
as Sergei jumped in the air, causing 
everyone on the beach to stop and 
look. There was no doubt it was his 
ring. He was pleased to get it back 
as it was a gift from Svetlana.

A few days later, the story of the 
find was submitted to the White’s 
website and Ryan was featured in the 
November finds of the month. Not 
only that, but it also appeared on the 
2015 calendar. Ryan was the only 
winner outside the USA, and the only 
child. His story was also used (with 
Dad’s blessing) in global advertising 
for the brand.

It was a proud day when Ryan saw 
his picture (May) in the calendar, and 
White’s sent enough to ensure family 
and friends all got a copy. They also 
sent the lad a very generous voucher, 
which Ryan used to get an elliptical 
coil and digging tool.

Guy has since upgraded his son’s 
detector to the Coinmaster GT. He 
said, “With detecting, kids can have 
some serious outdoor fun. For a 
young boy, every dig is exciting. The 
joy on a child’s face is priceless; any 
coin is a great coin.”
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Delta Including Pinpoint Probe & Headphones .............................£299

Gamma Including HD3030 Headphones ......................................£450

Omega Including Pro Hunter Headphones ...................................£505

G2 Ltd Green Camo – Including Pro Hunter Headphones .......£680
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online ordering by credit card or debit card couldn’t be easier or safer at www.joanallen.co.uk

 10X 12X 15X 18X

 £81.00 £67.50 £54.00 £45.00

SAFARI

INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE

•  Fast recovery speed

•  Excellent 
discrimination

•  Super audio 
response

•  Pinpoint, sharp, 
accurate VCO style 
as Explorer

•  Very deep and user 
friendly

  Fast recovery speed

  Very deep and user 

Multi-Multi-Multi-
purpose, beach or purpose, beach or purpose, beach or 

land detector land detector land detector land detector land detector land detector land detector land detector land detector 

JUST IN
Coiltek 10”x5” 

Coil £285

JUST IN

PRICE PROMISE We will beat any genuine advertised price or offer

CTX Value Pack £1,899 
Includes: • 17 x 13” Coil & Cover • Rechargeable Battery 
Pack • Charger • Alkaline Battery Pack •  Car Charger • Koss 
Headphones, • Wireless Module • 11 inch Coil Cover PLUS 
a JA Camo Portable Power Bank to charge your Wireless 
Module or mobile phone! Save £420

CTX Standard Pack  £1,775 
Includes: • Rechargeable Battery Pack • Charger • Alkaline 
Battery Pack • Car Charger • Koss Headphones • Wireless 
Module • 11 inch Coil Cover. Save £224

CTX Basic Pack £1,549 
Includes: • Koss Headphones • Lithium Ion Battery Pack 
• Mains Charger • Alkaline Battery Pack • 11” Coil Cover.

£810 Includes FREE 
• Pro-Hunter Headphones 
• Rechargeable Battery             
• Charger • Coil Cover
 Save £135

LEADERS IN THE FIELD SINCE 1968
secure on-line shopping – www.joanallen.co.uk

£1,225
Excalibur II

Includes:
• NiMH 

Rechargeable 
Battery Pack 
for operation 
up to 12 hours 

• Integrated 
Koss   
Headphones

• Hi-Vis Coil 
Cover

Minelab’s unique Broad Band 
Spectrum (BBS) technology, combined with 

superior ground rejecting technology, makes the 
Excalibur II the ideal underwater machine. 

CTX 3030 Total 12 Months 24 Months 36 Months 48 Months

Value Pack £1,899.00 £174.36 £95.07 £68.93 £56.07

Standard Pack £1,775.00 £162.98 £88.87 £64.43 £52.41

Basic Pack £1,549.00 £142.23 £77.55 £56.23 £45.74

INTEREST BEARING FINANCE – NO DEPOSIT

NEW NEW NEW 
INININ

• 2 FIND modes 
• 8-inch waterproof coil 
• 3 Sensitivity Levels
• 5 Volume Levels 
• Weight 2.2 lbs

GO-FIND 20 £150

GO-FIND 40 £200
• 3 FIND modes
• 10-inch waterproof coil
• 4 Sensitivity Levels
• 5 Volume Levels
• 5 Treasure View LEDs
• Backlight • Pinpoint
• Bluetooth • Std GO-FIND   
   App • Weight 2.3 lbs

GO-FIND 60
£260

• 4 FIND modes 
• 10-inch waterproof coil 
• 5 Sensitivity Levels 
• 5 Volume Levels 
• 5 Treasure View LEDs 
• Backlight • Pinpoint 
• Bluetooth • Go-FIND Pro App 
• Weight 2.3 lbs • Digging tool 
• Smartphone holder • Ear buds

• Waterproof 
• Wireless Audio 
•  Ultimate FeCo   
 Discrimination 
•  Full Colour Display 
•  Quick Menus (and  
 smart functions) 
•  Ergonomic Design 
•  Multi-Languages 
•  PC Mapping 
 (with Google Maps) 
Key Technologies: 
• FBS 2 • Smartfi nd 2 
• GPSi • Wi-Stream
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buy online at 
www.joanallen.co.uk01959 577170 01959 57125501959 577170 01959 571255

RING US FOR OUR RING US FOR OUR RING US FOR OUR 
LATEST OFFERS LATEST OFFERS LATEST OFFERS 

01959 571255 / 577170/01959 571255 / 577170/01959 571255 / 577170/
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0% INTEREST FREE FINANCE AVAILABLE ON 
MOST DETECTORS. Call us for a quote.

X-Terra 505X-Terra 505

ADDED DEPTH

Packed 
with new 
features

3 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL MINELABS

Complete with 
batteries and coil cover

£460

• Very easy to use
• Fantastic for beach 

and fi eld detecting
• Automatic and 

manual ground 
balance

• 3 programmable 
discrimination modes

• Short shaft available 
for keen youngsters 

• Ultra lightweight

• No compromise on 
quality or performance

X-Terra 305

 Short shaft available 
for keen youngsters 

 Ultra lightweight

 No compromise on 
quality or performance

X-Terra 305

Complete with 
batteries and 

coil cover

£330

Super starter 
detector, super 
value, many 
features.

FITTED WITH 9” CONCENTRIC 
7.5KHZ COIL. TAKES ALL 
7.5KHZ AND 18.75KHZ COILS. 
7 OPTIONS. DEEP SEEKING 
DETECTOR.

FORS CORE Includes: 
• Headphones • Coil Cover • Batteries

FORS CORE PRO Includes: 
• Headphones • Coil Cover 
• Batteries • 11”x13” Coil • 5” Coil 
• Carry Bag • Rain Cover • Cap 
• Finds Pouch • Charging Kit

Great coin and relic detector! Suitable for all ground conditions 
including beach, mineralised ground and rocky areas.

• 4 Search Modes
• Auto Ground Tracking 
• Vibration Mode
• Built-in Flashlight

MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X 

X-TERRA 305 £370 NIL £37.00 £30.83 £24.67

X-TERRA 505 £460 NIL £46.00 £38.33 £30.67

X-TERRA 705 £555 NIL £55.50 £46.25 £37.00

X-Terra 705

MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X MODEL TPP DEP 10X 12X 15X 

Complete with batteries 
and coil cover

£555

FREE 
Pro-Hunter 
Headphones

• Discrimination super  
• Unbelievable depth 
• Packed with features

CALL FOR BEST PRICE

Nokta Pointer Waterproof 
Pinpoint Probe

Includes: 
• Carry Pouch 
• Hard-Shell Case 
• Hard-Shell Case 
 with Scraping 
 Blade 
• Finds Bag 
• Belt Holster 
• 9V Alkaline
 Battery

£89.99

NOW £999 
Lowest Price Ever! 

Save £281
For a Limited Period Only

NOW AVAILABLE ON INTEREST BEARING FINANCE
 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

 £91.73 £50.02 £36.26
 a month a month a month

INTEREST BEARING 
FINANCE – NO DEPOSIT

E-TRAC

Includes: 
• Headphones 
• 1600 NiMH Pack 
• Charger 
• Coil Cover 
• Spare Alkaline 

Pack 
• USB Port 

Connector + CD

NOW £999
Lowest Price Ever! INTEREST BEARING 

ack 

onnector + CD

FBS is the only technology 
in the world that provides 
the serious treasure hunter 
with both deep detection and 
deep precision discrimination, 
regardless of ground 
conditions and target type.

AFTER SALES CARE GUARANTEE 
In House Warranty Repairs and Servicing

Developed for searching coins, jewellery 
and relics, Racer offers you the ideal 
combination of cutting-edge technology 
and advanced design at incredible prices.

Developed for searching coins, jewellery 
and relics, Racer offers you the ideal 
combination of cutting-edge technology 
and advanced design at incredible prices.

£450

SPECIAL 
OFFER

Makro Racer Includes: 
• 11”x7” DD Search Coil 
• Coil Cover • 4 x AA Alkaline 
Batteries • Koss KPH7 Headphones

Makro Racer Pro Pack – SPECIAL OFFER £585 
Includes: • 11”x7” DD Search Coil and Cover • 5”x4.5” DD Search Coil 
and Cover • Makro Logo Carry Bag • Treasure Pouch • Control Box Cover 
• 4 x NiMH Batteries and Charger • Makro Logo Cap • Makro Logo T-Shirt 
• Koss KPH7 Headphones
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identification & valuation desk
A monthly identification and valuation guide for 
the detectorist, numismatist and archaeologist

Address: The postal address for the Identification and Valuation Desk 
is given below. This address is ONLY for this section of The Searcher. 
Please DO NOT send in the finds themselves. 
or email: coinidman@yahoo.co.uk

Finder’s address: Please include a contact address (preferably  
postal) when sending in inquiries. We may need more  
information about a find so it is important to include an address 
where we can contact you. Names and addresses are NEVER passed 
on to any third party.

Illustrations: In order to provide accurate identifications and 
valuations we need good quality photographs, scans or drawings to 
work from. Images of finds should be posted to us, as we DO NOT 
undertake the task of printing out images from computer screens.  
It is a simple matter to take a printout to a book in one of the many 
libraries we use for research purposes, but it is not always possible to 
do the same with an image on a computer screen.

Dimensions/metal: When sending in images of finds please provide 
details of size and whatever metal things are made of (if known). 
Some Roman coins utilise the same legends and design for different 
denominations, so size can be important.

Speed of inclusion: Much depends on how many other finds 
are waiting to be featured in the Identification and Valuation Desk. 
Sometimes items appear very quickly but if there is a backlog it may 
take a little longer. If you require a speedy response then say so and 
we’ll get back to you as quickly as possible (sometimes by return  
of post). 

Treasure Act: For those not familiar with the Act we will give help and 
advice about what needs reporting and how it needs to be reported. 
Finds classed as treasure will only be published if they have been 
through or are going through the necessary procedure.

Identification & Valuation Desk, PO Box 197, Leeds LS18 5WQ or 
Email: coinidman@yahoo.co.uk

T
he finder of this coin (he 
asked us not to publish his 
name) said that at first sight 
it appears to be a standard 
Edward penny. However, it 
has been pointed out to him 

that the lettering on the reverse is incorrect, 
and there is a line of pellets to the left of 
the King’s head. We were asked to give our 
opinion on the coin. Firstly, this find is a 
class Xc-f London penny of Edward I 
(shown slightly enlarged). Pennies of this 
reign and class are amongst the most 
common finds of hammered silver. However, 
this specimen, with a reverse legend reading 

The extra row of pellets on the obverse is 
curious and difficult to explain; this can’t be 
caused by double striking as there is no sign 
of that common fault anywhere on the coin. 
All we can suggest is that the maker of the 
obverse die realised he was punching in the 
inner circle slightly out of line, so started 
again and worked from the correct centre. 
Of course, if that was the case why didn’t he 
smooth off the faulty area before restarting 
the inner circle? The reason could be that 
the legend had already been entered into the 
die, so it would be impossible to remove the 
partial inner circle. What we can say with 
certainty is that we have never seen an 
Edward I penny bearing a reverse legend 
like this one.

Feedback: On page 44 in the June issue 
we featured a counterfeit 18th century 
halfpenny, which had the head of George II 
on the obverse but was dated 1775 on the 
reverse. This had been found in West Sussex 
by Martin Ogier. After seeing the coin in the 
June issue, Tyndall Jones sent in images of a 
halfpenny that he had found a few years 
back (see the illustrations). The latest coin is 
worn but clearly has the old head of George 
II on the obverse but is dated 1774 on the 
reverse; the general style is good enough for 
this halfpenny to have passed without 
question during the second half of the 18th 
century. Interestingly, Mr Ogier found his 
halfpenny in West Sussex and that’s where 

Mr Jones’s specimen turned up. Does this 
point towards a den of forgery in this 
county? Both finds are very unusual but 
others may already have turned up in West 
Sussex. Do let us know if you have found 
anything similar, for if more are reported 
we might be able to pinpoint the area in 
which they were made. 

The informed voice of metal detecting | www.thesearcher.co.uk

CIVI LON DON DON, is certainly 
unusual. Minor errors on Edwardian pennies 
are not particularly unusual but the error on 
the reverse of this coin could be described as 
major. The person responsible for making 
the die must have been day-dreaming and 
only woke up when he saw there was still a 
quarter to fill after LON DON; he took the 
easy way out and filled the space with 
another DON. 

Next month: Amongst the coins will be 
a couple of very nice Ancient British gold 
quarter staters, a very rare groat of Henry V, 
a tiny farthing of Henry VIII and a really 
outstanding Tower mint halfcrown of 
Charles I. The artefacts will included a 
medieval door key, a gold posy ring and a 
Roman sandal brooch. These will be joined 
by many other interesting finds, so make 
sure you don’t miss the next issue of The 
Searcher.



MEDIEVAL. The finder of this coin asked 
to be recorded as Martyn from Kent. Martyn 
believed the coin to be a halfgroat of Henry 
IV but he didn’t know if it was of the heavy 
or light coinage. If the full legend on the 
obverse was visible then it would read 
+HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGL & F. The 
bust of the king has narrow shoulders and a 
thin neck; there are no other distinguishing 
features visible on the obverse. On the reverse 
there are unbarred Roman Ns in LON DON 
and a very small letter I in POSVI. The 
weight of the coin is 2.1 grams, which equals 
32.4 grains. All these features added together 
prove that Martyn’s find is a Henry IV heavy 
coinage halfgroat. The weight is slightly low 
but is in line with other known halfgroats of 

the heavy coinage. This is an extremely rare 
coin, of which perhaps only around half a 
dozen specimens are known; in the 2015 
Standard Catalogue it is listed as number 
1718 and priced at £1,500 in Fine condition. 
On this example the obverse is off centre 
and has a crease mark stretching from about 
1 to 8 o’clock, there are stress cracks on the 
reverse and a piece missing from its edge. 
Most of the detail shows up but the coin 
would grade at best about Fine. The wear 
and several defects would reduce its value 
to well below the £1,500 catalogue price. 
However, because of its great rarity, were 
it to come onto the market then even in 
its present condition there would be no 
shortage of collectors wanting to add this 
halfgroat to their collections. Over the last 
ten years we have featured a few Henry IV 
groats in the ID & V Desk but this is the 
very first halfgroat we have heard of as a 
detecting find. 

MEDIEVAL. How many times have you heard 
that all pennies of Edward I look the same? 
Experienced detectorists will have heard it 
(and maybe said it) lots of times and if those 
new to the hobby haven’t already said it they 
probably soon will do. Pictured here is an 
Edward I penny of London, which was found 
by Danny Fielding. It’s a little unusual but 
quite easy to pin down. On the obverse the 

legend starts with EDWARD R, so this 
has to be an Edward I penny of class Xab 
(number 1409 in the Standard Catalogue). 
The legend on the reverse reads CIVI TAS 

LON DON but the lettering is very different 
to that on the obverse; note in particular the 
unbarred letter N with very thick uprights. 
Instead of being the same class as the obverse, 
the reverse has been struck from a die used 
during class IXb. This penny is therefore a 
mule, which combines an obverse of class 
Xab with a reverse of class IXb. A huge 
number of coins were struck from class X 
dies and early on quite a number of class IX 
dies that were still in good condition were 
also used. This isn’t a particularly scarce 
coin but as it is a mule most collectors 
would consider it to be more interesting 
than a standard penny of the period.

BRONZE AGE. Andrew Tait, who told us 
he is new to the hobby, unearthed the find 
featured here. Mr Tait said he has spoken 
to a few people about his find and they 
have told him is could be very old. They are 
correct, for this is a Bronze Age axe head. 
These things come in a range of types and 
sizes, this one being a socked and looped 
axe head, which will be circa 800 BC in date. 
The single illustration shows the find close 
to its actual size, so it is smaller than most 

axe heads of this type. There is a chip near 
the mouth of the socket, the surface is a bit 
rough and the cutting edge looks to be blunt. 
It has a few defects but it is still a great find, 
especially for someone who hasn’t been 
detecting for long. Indeed, some detectorists 
have been searching for decades and have 
yet to unearth a single item dating from the 
Bronze Age. Mr Tait has therefore been very 
fortunate to have made a really good start to 
his new hobby.

ANCIENT BRITISH. Mr P. A. Pynigar of 
Hampshire sent in the photographs of these 
two gold quarter staters, which are only about 
10mm in diameter but shown enlarged. They 
were unearthed from a field that in the past 
has proved to be unproductive. After finding 
the first coin Mr Pynigar returned to the 
field a few days later and found the second 
about 60 feet from where the first one had 
turned up. As they were discovered quite 
close together, the coins have been reported 

under the Treasure Act. We were asked to 
provide valuations for both coins. The first 
quarter stater is from the southern region, 
it was struck by the Atrebates and Regni 
and has the abbreviated name of Tincomarus 
on the obverse. It’s an example of the 
‘Tincomarus Medusa’ type. The obverse 

has TINC in a tablet with a C above and 
A below. The letters are said to stand for 
Calleva, the name of the place where the 
coin was struck. On the reverse is the head 
of Medusa. It has been suggested that the 
reverse was copied from a denarius of the 
Roman Republic but opinion varies as to 
which coin it was copied from. In the 
Standard Catalogue this type is listed as 
number 77 and in Ancient British Coins it is 
1076. The type is very rare, with only about 
three dozen specimens being known, almost 
half of which are in museums. Examples 
rarely appear on the open market but we 
traced a couple that recently changed hands: 
one in EF condition was sold at auction in 
2011 and realised £1,850; another, also in EF 
condition, was on offer by a dealer in 2012 
at £1,500, with a note that said “most in 
museums”. The coin is difficult to grade 
from the enlargements we received but from 
what we can see of it we’d grade it as VF. 
The retail or auction price in this condition 
would be around £850. Most of the details 
for the second quarter stater are the same 
as the last coin but on this one there is a 
beaded line around the face of Medusa and 
curved lines mark out her shoulders. The 
obverse is similar but instead of C A this 

coin has C above and B below the tablet. 
A footnote in Ancient British Coins reads: 
“Two examples (BMC 825-26) have B in 
place of A”. Presumably, this means only 
two examples are on record, which suggests 
this coin is extremely rare. There is some 
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weakness on TINC but the obverse is 
otherwise in VF condition with the C and B 
standing out clearly. On the reverse Medusa’s 
face is slightly weak but this side is otherwise 
in good VF condition. As this would seem to 
be a great rarity, we’d suggest the pre-sale 
auction estimate would be £1,200-1,500.

TUDOR. These two coins are the last of a 
batch sent in by Mr C. Askew of Lancashire. 
The first is an Elizabeth I hammered coinage 
sixpence. The date is not altogether clear but 

we’d say it is likely to be 1590, with the 90 
struck over 89. On the obverse the mint 
mark is a hand; it has the same mark on the 
reverse but on this side it is struck over a 
crescent. There are lots of altered dates on 
Elizabeth I sixpences; some are rare but this 
isn’t one of them. The obverse looks to be 
about VF, the reverse good fine but there is 
double striking on both sides and a crack in 
the edge, so our best price range would be 
£50-60. Coin number two is an Elizabeth I 
shilling, with mint mark hand on both sides. 

Unfortunately, it has scratches on the 
obverse and is double struck on both sides. 
In terms of wear it would grade Fine+ but 
the defects will have a significant impact on 
it value. As it stands, we doubt if it would 
realise a price any higher than £50. 

VICTORIAN. John Reed found the item 
pictured here. It’s what appears to be a silver 
slipper and we were told it has two hallmarks: 
a leopard’s head and a letter ‘C’. Mr Reed 
showed to members of his detecting club 
(Norwich) and they suggested that he should 
send in details to The Searcher. Firstly, the 
hallmarks indicate this silver slipper was 

made in London and the date of manufacture 
could be 1898. But what exactly is it? We 
can’t be sure but it might have been a pin 
cushion; the interior could have been filled 
with a soft material covered in velvet, into 
which pins could be pushed. A very wide 
range of pin cushions were made during 

the late Victorian period into the first decade 
of the 20th century. Many were in the shape 
of animals of one kind or another but some 
were modelled as other things, including 
boots and shoes. Therefore, this could be 
another example from the series. If readers 
have any other plausible suggestions then 
do let us know.

ANCIENT BRITISH. Some detectorists have 
been known to say that all Ancient British 
coins look the same. Many are quite similar, 
in that they have a horse on the reverse. 
However, there are many others that feature 
a wide range of imagery, which doesn’t 
include a horse. Pictured here is a silver unit, 
which was sent in by Robert Pliszka. On the 
obverse is a head facing left with CAMV in 
front. On the reverse is the winged figure of 
Victory, who is seated on a chair with CVNO 

beneath it. The coin was struck by the 
Catuvellauni and Trinovantes and bears the 
abbreviated name of Cunobelinus, who is 
said to have been the most powerful king 
of his time (circa AD 08-41). This silver 
unit is listed as number 303 in the Standard 
Catalogue and as the Cunobelinus Spiky 
type in Ancient British Coins (number 2855). 
Both the obverse and reverse have been 
struck off centre (the head of Victory and 
the vessel she holds in her outstretched hand 
are missing) but the coin is otherwise in VF 
condition. The type is very rare, so we’d 
suggest this example shouldn’t be worth any 
less than £250 and it might realise a good 
deal more if two keen specialists entered 
into a bidding battle for it. 

EUROPEAN. This small European gold 
coin was sent in by Terry and Paul Hockin 
of Devon. It had already been identified as 
a half escudo of Charles III of Spain, whose 
dates are 1759 to 1788. We were asked if 
this is a common find in the UK and what 
it might be worth. It is dated 1760 beneath 
the head of the King on the obverse and the 
accompanying legend reads CAROLUS D 
G. On the reverse are the crowned arms of 
Leon and Castille, with J S V below and a 
legend reading HISPANIARUM REX. The 
J and V are the initials of the person 
responsible for the issue of the coin; the 
letter S between the initials indicates the 

coin was struck at the Seville mint. We 
traced an example of the same coin, which 
was sold at auction during 2013 and realised 
$110 (roughly £73). That coin was bent but 
was otherwise in similar condition to this 
half escudo. The coin does not appear to be 
bent but has a few scrapes on both sides, so 
it should be worth a similar figure to the half 
escudo sold in 2013. Coins from the Seville 
mint with the initials J V seem to be scarcer 
than those marked with J P from the mint 
at Madrid; however, they sell for roughly the 
same price. This is far from a common find 
in the UK and is the first coin of its type sent 
in to the ID & V Desk. Having said that, the 
prices achieved at auction of Spanish half 
escudo pieces seem to prove that they might 
be rare as detecting finds but they appear 
on the market quite regularly.

ANGLO-SAXON. This find is made of 
gold and measures only about 15mm tall. 
It was found in Cambridgeshire by Liam 
Kennett, who sent in details to the editor 

of The Searcher. The back appears to be 
made of plain gold sheet but the front has 
filigree decoration all around the edge and 
more filigree on the face. It has a number of 



holes, some or all of which might originally 
have been for gold rivets. Exactly what it is 
meant to represent is difficult to say with 
any degree of certainly; however, it is likely 
to be zoomorphic. From its general style we 
would say this find is Anglo-Saxon and circa 
7th century in date. Several Anglo-Saxon 
gold objects with filigree decoration can be 
seen in museums but they are certainly rare 
on the market. At the time of writing this 
item has just started its journey through the 
Treasure procedure. As it is rare it makes it 
more than likely that a museum will want to 
add it to its collection. 

MEDIEVAL. A detectorist signing himself 
as Scott sent in the images of this coin. Scott, 
who is based in North Wales, said he wanted 
a full ID for the coin; he also said he had 
been offered £100 for his find and he wanted 
to know if that is a fair price. The coin is a 
groat of Edward IV, which was struck during 
the light coinage of this King’s first reign. It 
has mint mark sun on both sides, quatrefoils 

by the King’s neck and a letter C (not very 
clear) on his breast. The inner legend on 
the reverse is partly double struck but if 
everything was clear then it would read 
CIVI TAS COVE TRE. All this adds up 
to the coin being a Coventry mint groat of 
Edward IV. Over the years we have featured 
several Edward IV London groats, plus a 
few from York and Bristol. This, though, is 
the very first Coventry groat to be sent in to 
the ID & V Desk. Therefore, it is obviously 
a rare coin. The centre of the obverse is a bit 
weak and the outer edge slightly ragged but 
this side is otherwise in Fine condition; the 
reverse is better but, as already mentioned, 
it is partly double struck. £100 isn’t a bad 
price for the coin in its present condition 
but this is a rare groat, so we advised Scott 
to hold out for a bit more. 

‘CELTIC’ + ROMAN. A detectorist signing 
himself as Jason unearthed these two finds. 
The first is a copper-alloy figurine, which 
would originally have been mounted on a 
horse. Figures like this one are sometimes 
classed as Celtic, at other times as Iron Age, 
Romano-Celtic or Romano-British. Datewise, 
it will have been made some time during the 
1st century AD. Complete horse and rider 
figurines in good condition can sell for up to 
£1,000. This one is minus the horse and both 
of the arms and legs are incomplete. It has 
also been coated with something, which has 
left the surfaces rather glossy looking. We 
always advise detectorists to leave finds in 

their ‘as found’ condition; collectors much 
prefer natural surfaces on artefacts and can 
be put off when coatings have been applied. 

In its present condition our best price range 
on this item would be £40-60. Find number 
two is a Roman plate brooch, which has a 
catchplate and the mounts for a fastening 
pin on the reverse. It has four incurving 
sides with a knop on each point and in the 
centre is one small circle inside another. 

There is some red and yellow enamel still in 
place and we can see no signs of corrosion. 
This will have been made during the 2nd 
century AD. The brooch is in reasonably 
good condition but this, too, has been coated 
with something. Without the coating we’d 
have said more but as it stands our price 
range would be £30-40. 

ROMAN. Colin Shaw of East Yorkshire 
sent in these two Roman coins. He thinks 
the second coin is very rare and he asked 
for both to be identified and valued. The 
first is a silver antoninianus of Philip I (AD 
244-49). If the full legend on the obverse 
was visible then it would read IMP M IVL 
PHILIPPVS AVG around the radiate bust 

fairly common variety and in its present 
condition the coin would be worth no 
more than £5. The second coin is a billon 
antoninianus of Postumus (AD 259-68). 
On the obverse is a radiate bust of Postumus 
and a legend reading IMP C POSTVMVS P 
F AVG. On the reverse is the radiate head 
of Sol, together with a PACATOR ORBIS 

of the emperor. On the reverse is the standing 
figure of Annona, holding corn ears and a 
cornucopia, together with a legend reading 
ANNONA AVGG. This type was struck at 
Rome and dates from AD 246. There is some 
kind of deposit adhering to the coin and a 
couple of striking cracks in its edge; it’s a 

legend. In Volume III of David Sear’s Roman 
Coins and Their Values this coin is listed as 
number 10965 and is said to have been 
struck at Cologne in AD 265-68. The bust 
on both sides stands out very well indeed. 
This is a rare variety for Postumus and Sear 
prices it at £65 in VF condition. We checked 
several sources and soon traced hundreds of 
antoniniani of Postumus; however, only two 
of them matched Mr Shaw’s coin. One was 
sold at auction during 2012 and the hammer 
price was $200 (roughly £135 at the time). 
Therefore, this specimen might sell for 
double the price quoted by David Sear.

MEDIEVAL. The rather attractive bronze 
key pictured here (show slightly reduced in 
size) was found by Ian Collins of Shropshire. 
Mr Collins had difficulty getting a clear image 
of his find but a friend was kind enough to 
photograph it for him. Keys similar to this 
one are usually given a 14th-15th century 
date range. There are four holes in the 

handle and an extra piece at the end; we’ve 
seen a similar extension on a few other keys. 
At the other end the bit (the part that 
operated the mechanism in a lock) appears 
to be intact. In the photograph the bronze 
fabric looks to be in good condition and free 
from corrosion. Mr Collins wanted to know 
what his find might be worth. Prices for keys 
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dating from the late medieval period can be 
rather up and down. We’ve seen them fail 
to sell with estimates of £120 but occasionally 
they can realise double that figure. In a 
saleroom much depends on the audience; 
competition will force prices upwards but 
a lack of it can result in unsold lots. In its 
present condition we’d suggest a price 
range of £120-150 on this find.

MEDIEVAL. Some coins are rarer out of the 
soil than in it. By this we mean that certain 
coins might turn up fairly regularly as 
detecting finds but before they started to 
be found they were scarce or rare. The groat 
pictured here, found by Stuart Clements, is 
one such coin. Stuart has been detecting for 
about 30 years, having first taken up the 
hobby when he was 17 years of age. His first 
machine was a second-hand Arado 130, 
purchased for £155. He said he didn’t find 
much at first but thoroughly enjoyed every 
minute he spent searching the fields. This 
find is the first from a batch sent in by Stuart; 
this and others that will follow prove that he 
eventually did very well indeed. The mint 

mark on both sides of this groat is a pierced 
cross, there is a quatrefoil after POSVI on 
the reverse, and on the obverse there is a 
mullet on the king’s right shoulder. All these 
characteristics added together indicate the 
coin is a series C groat of Henry V. The 
obverse is slightly double struck and the 
king’s nose is flat (it almost always is on 
groats of this type) but the coin is otherwise 
in nearly VF condition. Go back 30 years 
and series C groats of Henry V were very 
scarce. Today, though, they are nothing like 
as scarce, for detectorists seem constantly to 
be adding to the number of known examples. 
Despite this, their value has held up very 
well as they still sell for more than three 
times the price of the commonest groats 
of Henry VI. 

17th CENTURY. Richard Wells of Devon 
asked if we could let him have a valuation 
on this coin, as he wished to inform the 
owner of the land that gave it up. It’s a 
William III shilling, dated 1697 and with a 
letter E under the third bust of William on 
the obverse. The E stands for Exeter, which 
was one of the provincial mints that were 
set up to strike currency during the ‘Great 
Recoinage’ of 1696-97. All the old hammered 
currency was called in and exchanged for 
freshly made milled coins. This was a huge 
task, so to speed up the process mints were 
set up at Bristol, Chester, Exeter, Norwich 

and York; these assisted the old mint in the 
Tower of London. Coins were exchanged 
on their face value rather than on weight; 
this meant that an underweight shilling, 
worth perhaps nine pence, could be swapped 
for a milled shilling of full weight. In response 
to this it is said that more coins were clipped 
during the 1690s than ever before; the overall 
cost to the government was £2,500,000, 

which, at the time, was a truly enormous 
sum of money. London coins are the most 
common and those of Bristol, Chester and 
York and not particularly scarce. Norwich 
and Exeter are the scarcest, as these two 
mints turned out the smallest number of 
coins. The shilling found by Mr Wells would 
grade near Fine in terms of wear but it is 
discoloured through being in the ground 
for around 300 years. Collectors much prefer 
silver coins to be a more natural colour, so 
in its ‘as found’ state our price range on this 
shilling would be no more than £30-50. 
A point of interest is that this Exeter mint 
shilling was found not many miles from 
where it started its life back in 1697. 

MEDIEVAL. Pictured here is a lead pilgrim’s 
ampulla, which was found by Dave Cobb of 
Dorset. On of the side loops is missing but 
the find is otherwise in reasonable condition. 
Only one side is shown; this has in the centre 
what Dave describes as a somewhat blurred 

letter S with a crown above it. The other 
side is of the usual scallop shell design. This 
type of ampulla is usually dated to the 15th 
century. We can’t identify a shrine from the 
reversed S with a crown above it; we are not 
altogether sure it is a reversed S, could it be 
a monogram of two letters? Have readers 

got any ideas? This is one of those things 
that used to be rare until detectorists started 
to dig them up. The number known today 
is far greater than it was only a couple of 
decades since. In 2013 eight of them were 
sold in a single lot and realised £220. 
However, some of them were not in good 
condition and this ampulla is quite nice, so 
should be worth around £45.

MODERN. It turned out that this wasn’t a 
detecting find but we are featuring it in case 
detectorists come across something similar. 
It is supposed to be an Edward VI third 
(base) period penny of London. The obverse 
is a crude copy of the coin illustrated as 
number 2474 in Spink’s Standard Catalogue. 
On the reverse should be a shield but on this 
coin is a cross and pellets. This is therefore a 
fantasy piece with a die pairing that matches 
no known coin of Edward VI. It is shown 

slightly enlarged and appears to be cast in 
base metal from a crude pair of dies. It was 
sent in by John Baker and at first we thought 
that he might have found it. However, when 
we inquired Mr Baker said he had bought it 
for only £5. If detectorists ever unearth a 
similar coin then they will know it is false. 
Readers who keep illustrations of copies, 
reproductions and forgeries for reference 
purposes should add this one to their list.

ROMAN + GEORGIAN. These two finds 
are two more items from the wide ranging 
collection built up during 30+ years of 
detecting by Mike and John Ruczynski of 
Berkshire. The first is a denarius of Hadrian 
but Mike said he could not match it to any 
of the denarii in his Seaby catalogue. The 
legend on the obverse reads IMP CAESAR 
TRAIAN HADRIANVS AVG around the 

laureate head of the Emperor. On the reverse, 
seated on a cuirass, is Roma, holding the 
figure of Victory and a spear, together with 
a legend reading P M TR P COS III. This 
type is listed by David Sear (in volume II 
of Roman Coins and Their Values) as 
number 3519; it was struck at Rome in AD 
123. The coin is in VF condition but with a 
noticeable striking crack and a graze on 
Hadrian’s neck. The defects will reduce its 
value but it should still be worth around £32. 



Find number two is made of copper-alloy 
and measures 54mm long but has a small 
piece missing from both ends. At one end 
is the reclining figure of a man, who appears 
to be wearing a kilt and has a garter(?) at his 
knee. Directly in front of the man is a very 
large bird. Hanging upside down to the left 
of the hole is a pair of dead rabbits. The 
pieces missing from each end might both 
have had mounting holes. The shoe worn 

by the man is Georgian and late 18th century 
in style. The wildlife imagery suggests this 
could have a connection with hunting, so 
we wonder if this might be a mount from a 
firearm of some kind. It’s an interesting item 
but we can’t provide a definite ID. Mike said 
it is strange that all sorts of finds can turn up 
in the middle of nowhere. We always say 
that metal detecting is mostly down to luck. 
Some detectorists do research until they are 
blue in the face but it often doesn’t bring 
results. We’ve heard of detectorists searching 
sites that look to be steeped in history but 
they found nothing of note. Conversely, 
some sites that would seem to have no 
significance can prove to be very productive. 

STUART. Most of the hammered silver coins 
unearthed by detectorists are fairly small in 
size, so it’s nice when a larger one surfaces. 
Featured here is a shilling of Charles I, 
which was sent in by Brian Read but the 
coin was found by his partner, Val. It’s an 
example of Tower type 3a with mint mark 

crown on both sides. Its condition could be 
described as ‘good in parts’; it is round and 
well centred but double struck on both sides. 
The weak areas on the coin will be due to 
the faulty strike, rather than wear through 

circulation. The bust on type 3a is often 
quite shallowly engraved and the double 
striking has all but obliterated it. Its overall 
condition does leave something to be desired 
but this coin still counts as a scarce and 
interesting detecting find. 

MEDIEVAL/MODERN. This isn’t a 
detecting find; instead, Neil Tipping of 
Buckinghamshire bought it for 50p at a car 
boot sale. It’s a finger ring, with an open 
hoop, and mounted upon it is a medieval 
hammered silver coin. Mr Tipping asked us 
to provide some information on the coin – 
including its value, if any. The coin attached 
to the ring is a class X penny of Edward I; 
from what we can see of it the coin appears 
to be perfectly genuine. We were told that it 
has been fixed to the hoop with some kind 

of glue; when it comes to value much 
depends on whether or not the glue could 
be removed. As a penny of Edward I it 
would be worth £15-20 to a keen collector. 
If the coin could removed from the hoop 
and the glue cleaned off without damaging 
the coin then it would still be worth £15-20; 
if the coin was damaged in any way, or it was 
impossible to get the glue off the surface, 
then it would be worth a good deal less. As 
Mr Tipping only paid 50p for this item, we 
suggested that he should leave it as it is and 
wear it. He would probably be the only 
person in the UK (or the world) who could 
show off a modern finger ring upon which 
is mounted a silver penny that is hundreds 
of years old.

TUDOR. At first site this looks like a fairly 
straightforward halfgroat. However, the 
obverse legend is flat in two places, one of 
which is where the Roman numerals follow 
on from the King’s name. It’s obviously a 
Tudor halfgroat of one of the Henrys, but 
which one? The finder, Colin Pearson, has 
looked in English Coins by George C. 
Brooke and page 165 mentions that the 
shape of terminals of the long cross on the 
reverse can help with classification. Firstly, 
the coin has mint mark rose on both sides 
and the reverse legend starts with POSVI. 
Halfgroats with these legends and mint mark 
(rose on both sides) can be Henry VII or 
Henry VIII; in both cases they are attributed 

to Canterbury. In the Standard Catalogue the 
coins are listed as number 2261 and number 
2319. Colin is correct in saying that George 
C. Brooke mentions that “In the classification 
of late halfgroats [of Henry VII} the changing 
form of the terminals of the cross on the 
reverse is important.” This can help but 
what follows on proves that it can also lead 
to confusion. Brooke refers to volume XVIII 
of the British Numismatic Journal, which 
contains a lengthy article by L. A. Laurence 
on the coinage of Henry VII. On page 17 is 
an illustration of eight cross ends and 
number eight (fancy but closed) is said to be 
the latest and was used on the profile issues. 
However, on page 27 Laurence says that on 
London and York coins with the rose mint 
mark there are two forms of terminal on the 
cross ends on the reverse: one is number 
eight and the other has two distinct branches; 
Colin’s coin is of the last variety, which is 
said to continue into the reign of Henry 
VIII. When Laurence wrote his article the 
halfgroats with the rose mint mark were 
attributed to York rather than Canterbury. 

In the Shuttlewood collection (sold at 
auction by Spink in 2001) a Henry VII 
Canterbury halfgroat similar to Colin’s was 
sold in lot number 89; this was said to have 
cross end number 11 (two branches). In 
English Coins 1180-1551 by Lord Stewartby 
page 384 illustrates 11 different cross ends; 
number 11 is listed for the profile issue of 
Henry VII but the end is not split. This is 
rather curious in view of what Laurence 
had said in his article on the coinage of 
Henry VII, and the coin in the Shuttlewood 
collection, which had split ends to the long 
cross and was described in the sale catalogue 
as number 11. All this sounds very 
complicated but the end result is that this 
type of halfgroat could be Henry VII or 
Henry VIII; only when VII or VIII shows 
up could we be certain as to which reign it 
belongs to. On balance, though, we would 
say it is more likely to be a coin of Henry 
VII than a halfgroat struck a few years later 
for his son. Apart from the flat areas it’s a 
decent looking coin but it is a great pity 
that the most crucial area doesn’t show up, 
even faintly.
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Focus – Detecting Late 
Saxon and Viking Age Finds

By Mike Sinclair

Anglo-Saxon England emerged from smaller kingdoms which themselves had evolved from Romano-British 
origins. For several centuries following the collapse of Roman rule, various factions competed for supremacy 
over their neighbours until by the early 9th century Britain consisted of some eight political regions. 

In the extreme north were indigenous 
Britons, commonly referred to as the 
Picts. To their west was a settlement 
of Scots, who had invaded from 
Ireland. To their south was another 
British kingdom, Strathclyde and 
then from the Forth to the Humber 
the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria. 
The whole of the middle and eastern 
part of Britain was the Saxon kingdom 
of Mercia, to the west were indigenous 
British kingdoms in what is now 

Wales, to the south-west the Saxon 
kingdom of Wessex and finally the 
British kingdom of West Wales, now 
Devon and Cornwall. 

Into this scenario, in the 9th 
century, came Scandinavian raiders 
who quickly carved out enclaves of 
their own and by the 10th century 
the southern part of Northumbria 
and the eastern part of Mercia were 
under Danish rule. 

In 870 a Danish army moved out 

of East Anglia with the intention of 
conquering Wessex.  They nearly 
succeeded but were ultimately 
defeated by King Alfred at Edington. 
Alfred went on to strengthen Wessex 
and to build alliances, laying the 
foundation for the eventual re-
conquest of the Danish-held parts of 
Britain by his successors. Alfred’s son 
Edward (‘the Elder’) took the war to 
the enemy by advancing into 
Danish-held territory whilst Alfred’s 
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settlement were now under the control of 
a single English king, things did not remain 
stable for very long. The Danish king, 
Harold Bluetooth, had taken control of 
Norway and in 988 was deposed by his son 
Swein, who encouraged renewed raiding. 

In 991 a large Danish force defeated the 
local militia at Maldon in Essex, in an epic 
battle in which their leader Byrhtnoth was 
killed. Further raids continued in 
subsequent years and the then English king, 
Æthelred (978-1016), was forced to buy the 
attackers off with huge sums of silver coin. 
As part of a defensive strategy, Æthelred 
made a treaty with Richard, Duke of 
Normandy (himself of Viking descent) to 
mutually refuse aid to each other’s enemies. 
He even married the Duke’s daughter, 
setting in motion the chain of events that 
led to the field of Hastings. He also instigated 
the St. Brice’s Day Massacre of 1002. 

This was an act of genocide of similar 
intent and ferocity as anything seen in 
Cambodia or Rwanda in recent times. In 
an act of bloody ‘ethnic cleansing’ thousands 
of men, women and children of Scandinavian 
origin were butchered by Britons who now 
defined their own ethnicity as English. 

In recent years evidence of this has been 
found by archaeologists, both in the form of 
mass graves and in a group of bodies thrown 
down a well – probably alive at the time. In 
response King Swein of Denmark invaded 
England and again had to be bought off with 
large sums of money but after a decade the 
conflict ended when their leader, one 
Thorkill, changed sides and joined 
Æthelred’s forces. 

However, in 1013 Swein returned and 
was welcomed by the surviving Danish 

population in the east. He then expanded 
westwards and took London and Oxford. 
Æthelred fled to Normandy and when 
Swein died in 1014 his son Cnut claimed 
the kingship of England as well as Denmark, 
although he was resisted by some English 
factions under Æthelred’s son Edmund 
Ironside. Edmund was defeated by Cnut’s 
forces in 1016, in which year Æthelred also 
died and Edmund retreated to Wessex and 
on his death shortly afterwards, Cnut was 
acknowledged king of all England.  

Cnut died in 1035 and was succeeded 
by Æthelred’s son Edward, later known as 
‘the Confessor’ on account of his piety. The 
succession was not without dispute and 
there were several other contenders for the 
throne. Edward was in turn succeeded by 
Harold Godwinson, Earl of Wessex, but 
his claim was disputed by Harald Hardrada, 
king of Norway, who saw himself as Cnut’s 
rightful heir. Another contender was Duke 
William of Normandy, who claimed that 
the Confessor had promised him the crown. 
Whatever the truth, the dispute ended with 
the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and Duke 
William became king of England. 

So what can we, as detectorists, expect 
to recover from this particularly complex 
period of British history? It does of course 
depend where in Britain you choose to 
search and as always the southern and 
eastern parts are the most prolific in finds, 
by virtue of contemporary wealth, artefact 
use and land access. None of the native 
British kingdoms, nor the Scottish one, 
produced coins or particularly specifically 
diagnostic metal artefacts of the period. 

The only non-English coin struck in 
Britain is a unique penny attributed to 

daughter Æthelflaed took on a home 
defence rôle by organising a series of 
fortified settlements, or burhs, along the 
frontiers of Wessex. Not only had Wessex 
to hold its eastern frontier with the Danes, 
but it was also under threat from the west 
with Norwegians sailing from their bases in 
Ireland as well as hostility from the kingdom 
of Gwynedd.

In the north, in around 850, Kenneth 
McAlpine, king of the Scots, annexed the 
lands of the Picts and in so doing subsumed 
their culture. In Wales, the kingdom of 
Gwynedd had gained ascendancy over its 
neighbours, leaving Dyfed as the only other 
independent Welsh polity. 

Whilst the Danes had raided and settled 
eastern England, the Norwegians had done 
the same to the east coast of Ireland and 
now, from that base, were raiding into 
Britain with a view to conquering the Danes 
of Northumbria, there being fierce rivalry 
between the two groups of Scandinavians. 
In the year 919 a Norwegian force under 
king Raegnald took York and established 
a community there, matching Dublin as a 
major Norwegian colonial trading base. 

Throughout the 10th century, conflict 
continued between the competing polities 
in Britain, fighting both each other and 
themselves. In 937 an army under King 
Æthelstan (924-39) defeated a combined 
force of Norse, Scots and Strathclyde 
Britons and in the process asserted authority 
over the Danish-held east. It is only now that 
one finds references to ‘England’ as a nation 
and Æthelstan promoted this national 
identity by marriage alliances to French 
and German royal families. 

Although the areas of Scandinavian 

Fig 9

Fig 12 Fig 13 Fig 14

Fig 11Fig 10
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Hywel Dda, a paramount king in Wales. Its 
authenticity has been much disputed but the 
balance of probability suggests that it was 
struck by one of King Edgar’s moneyers at 
the mint in Chester and was intended as a 
presentation piece for Hywel Dda himself, 
as he was a sometime visitor to the English 
court. It is unlikely to represent a putative 
Welsh currency but there were presumably 
more than one struck and another could 
one day turn up. The only other non-English 
coins of the period are Hiberno-Norse 
copies of English coins, which may on rare 
occasion be found in Britain, but these are 
probably all Irish imports.

The earliest medieval British coins were 
copies of Merovingian ones, first gold and 
then silver. These were at first small chunky 
pieces often referred to as ‘sceats’ and the 
first broad-flan pennies were not produced 
until the mid to latter part of the 8th century. 
Early broad-flan pennies are rare but are 
occasional detector finds; later ones of the 
period are slightly more numerous. 

Æthelred II (978-1016) produced 10 
different coin types, this (Fig. 1) being an 
example of his ‘Last Small Cross’ type. His 
successor Cnut (1016-35) struck coins in 
both Britain and Scandinavia, his main mint 
there being at Lund, now in Skåne (Scania) 
county in modern Sweden but then under 
Danish rule. Cnut issued three main English 
types, Fig. 2 being an example of his ‘short 
cross’ variety. Harold I (1035-40) also stuck 
three types, Fig. 3 being an example of the 
‘jewel cross’ issue. 

The next English king was Harthacnut, 
half-brother of Harold and ostensibly king 
of England from 1035 until 1042, although 
he only arrived in England once Harold 
was dead. He was succeeded by Edward 
the Confessor (1042-1066) whose extensive 
coinage ran to twelve main types, the 7th 
being the ‘pointed helmet’ type illustrated 
here (Fig. 4). Given that he reigned for less 
than a year, Harold II managed to produce 
quite a large coin output although still a 
scarce one relatively speaking. 

The basic type rather ironically featured 
the word ‘pax’ across the reverse and came 
in three varieties, one with a sceptre, one 
without (Fig. 5) and a rare variety with the 
head facing right. Once ensconced as King 
of England, William I (1066-87) set about 
producing a new coinage utilising many of 
the same Saxon mints and even some of the 
moneyers used by his predecessors. His 
coinage ran to 8 types, such as this type 2 or 
‘bonnet’ type (Fig. 6). His last issue, type 8, 
also inscribed ‘pax’, is now thought by some 
numismatists to be an issue of William II. 

Finds of the period other than coins are 
somewhat limited as non-ferrous metals 
were only used for a limited range of things. 
One class of artefact that does stand out 
are copper-alloy horse harness fitting in 
Scandinavian style. There were several 
artistic styles in vogue but these harness 
fittings tend to be in what is known as 
Ringerike style, named after a Norwegian 
municipality in Buskerud county. Figs. 7 & 8 
are both snaffle bit decorations and would 

have once adorned horse bridles. Also part 
of the bridle set were rectangular strap 
fittings such as Fig. 9. 

Stirrups also came in for adornment, with 
distinctive mounts such as Figs. 10, 11 & 12 
being used to secure the stirrup-strap at the 
top. These were the subject of research by 
Surrey FLO David Williams some years ago, 
resulting in a most useful corpus published 
by the CBA in 1997. At the base of the 
stirrup loop at the point where it interfaces 
with the footrest, decorative mounts were 
also employed, such as Figs 13 & 14, the 
latter seemingly more common in the East 
of England. Mounts such as Fig. 15 were 
employed on the shoulders of the stirrup 
loop.

Although most detectorists discriminate 
against iron signals, horseshoes sometimes 
get through on account of their conductivity. 
The nature of pre-medieval horseshoes is 
still an unresolved question, but these small 
wavy-edged types are generally thought to 
be of the late Saxon – early Norman period 
(Fig. 16). 

Buckles of the period are not common 
finds but some, such as the example 
illustrated (Fig. 17), can be attributed to the 
general period, as can distinctive open-work 
strap-ends (Fig. 18). Jewellery when it does 
rarely occur is usually in gold or silver and 
quite distinctive, but gilded and enamelled 
cloisonné brooches such as this (Fig. 19) 
seem to have enjoyed a widespread 
popularity in the late Saxon period.

Fig 15

Fig 16

Fig 17

Fig 18

Fig 19
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Looking back on 
creatures looking back
Brett Hammond reviews some of the regardant 
motifs displayed on recent auction lots

By Brett Hammond

The term regardant comes to us from the language of heraldry and is not necessarily the correct term to 
describe what we see on an ancient coin or artefact on which a bird, quadruped or mythical creature has 
turned its head to look rearward along the line of its spine. On the other hand, when describing a creature 
adopting a similar pose on a medieval horse pendant, for example, the word regardant is more appropriate. 
In non-specialist language the two seem to have become almost synonymous; so for the purposes of this 
non-specialist feature I’ll use them in that way when it yields a clearer sentence.

One of the difficulties for us when 
examining creatures looking back as 
we discover them among the huge 
array of antiquities and coins that 
come into the worlds of detecting 

and collecting is that the motif was 
employed by artists and craftsmen for 
more than 3000 years, and that during 
that long passage of time its meaning 
and symbolism evolved and altered. 

For example, from 1500 BC or 
earlier, Babylonian artists depicted 
an evil bird-like creature they called 
Anzu who stole the Tablets of Destiny 
and made off with them pursued by 

Figure 1: 3000 years ago this Babylonian mythical 
creature looked back at its pursuer with a glare 

intended to instill fear.
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All images courtesy 
of TimeLine 
Auctions

Figure 2: In circa AD1500 the Pope gave permission 
for French nationals living in Rome to build a church. 

This became the San Luigi dei Francesi, dedicated 
to Louis IX, King of France, though construction 

began when Francis I ruled France. Its façade has a 
statue of a king set in a niche, with a tondo (circular 
relief) beneath occupied by an heraldic salamander 
regardant; emblem of Fracis I, and with a meaning 
something akin to circumspect, wary, unwilling to 

take risks; and full of resolve.

Figure 3: Almost 500 years 
ago this 38mm Medieval 
gilt-lead mount, found by a 
detectorist in Suffolk, might 
have been described in 
heraldic terms as a griffin 
passant regardant. As an 
armorial bearing it was the 
crest of the Gardiner family of 
Essex (See Fairbairn’s Crests 
of the Families of Great Britain 
and Ireland (1905)

Figure 4: 9th-8th century BC 
Phoenician stone plaque with 
a figure of a regardant winged 

sphinx.

Figure 5: This Central Asian example 
dates from the 1st millennium BC: 
a cast bronze plaque displaying a 

regardant antelope with stylised eye 
and antler detail; two suspension 

loops to the reverse.75 mm 

Figure 6: 2nd-4th 
century AD Roman 
silver hippocampus 
mount; 48mm. 

Figure 7: Roman terracotta 
oil lamp dating from the 4th 
century. It depicts a regardant 

ram.

Figure 8: The Tangendorf fire-
gilded fibula depicts a rear-facing 
quadruped. (* Image courtesy of 

the Archaeological Museum at 
Harburg, where the brooch is on 

permanent display.)



Ninurta, god of Wisdom, who was armed 
with thunderbolts that he hurled after the 
thief. The bird’s backward looking posture, 
with mouth wide and poisonous fangs fully 
exposed, was probably seen by Babylonians 
as its last ditch attempt to frighten the 
pursuer. 

A Medieval knight displaying a regardant 
emblem, on the other hand, probably 
wanted those familiar with the language of 
heraldry who saw his blazon to appreciate 
that he was a knight full of resolve; alert, 
vigilant and aware of what was going on 
around him on the battlefield. 

At the other extreme a not unreasonable 
interpretation of the significance in a 
creature’s head facing backwards might be 
found in the demands made on engravers, 
die-sinkers, artists and craftsmen to execute 
designs within the limited space offered by 
the area of one face of a coin, or a ring bezel, 
or some other small round and wearable 
jewellery item. 

What easier way to fit the jutting head and 
neck of a bird or quadruped within a tight 
circle than by turning it to face backwards 
and occupy the otherwise empty space 
behind the shoulders or wings? Tails and – 
in the quadruped’s case – legs can also bend 
and fold at their joints to fit beneath the 
torso. In cultures with larger artefacts or 
monuments carrying similar backward facing 
heads, this simplistic explanation citing 
space exigencies is probably best discarded.

Conduits for the spread of symbolic 
meanings included lines of communication 
such as the road network that spread across 
the Roman Empire, especially during its 
peaceful decades when trade flourished. The 
entire North African and much of the Near 
East coastlines, as well as the lands of Syria 
and Egypt, were under control of the Romans 
before the 1st century AD, providing ample 
opportunities for the backward looking 
creature image to be seen in the Roman 
World. 

A much older example from the Near 
East, dating from circa the 8th century BC, 
recently passed through TimeLine Auctions: 
a 94mm square Phoenician stone plaque, 
pierced for suspension, depicting a 
regardant winged sphinx. A footnote in the 
TimeLine catalogue read: The sphinx is first 
found in ancient Egypt where it is commonly 
seen with the head of a man, but also 
sometimes with that of an animal such as a 
hawk. The imagery later passed into Greek 
art where it is more often seen with the head 
of a woman. It is also present in the art and 
sculpture of the Mycenaean, Assyrian, Persian 
and Phoenician civilizations. In Egypt the 
sphinx is closely associated with the power 
of the Pharaoh, whereas in Greece it is seen 
more as a monster. In the Near East it has 
more of a guardian role and is found flanking 
the doorways to palaces and temples and 
decorating furniture. This piece shows a 
mixture of Egyptian and early Greek styles 

and was possibly a decorative wall fitting for 
an important building.

Roman examples of the regardant figure 
decorating oil lamps and fibulae have come 
to light, but we are on tricky ground when 
attempting to pin down what the symbol 
meant to Roman citizens who possessed it. 
Perhaps it altered its symbolic meaning with 
the spread of Christianity. A non-Christian 
might have looked upon it as a guardian of 
worldly goods on the look-out for thieves; 
Christian eyes might have viewed it as a 
guardian of men’s souls keeping the Devil 
at bay.

Some interesting examples have also been 
found on the northern fringes of the Roman 
Empire where, from the 3rd century AD, 
Germanic tribes and the peoples we later 
grouped under the generic term Vikings 
were trading with, as well as fighting, 
the legions. 

A find dug up near the village of 
Tangendorf, Lower Saxony in the 1930s is 
on permanent display in the Archaeological 
Museum at Harburg, described as one of 
the most magnificent brooches of the period 
of the Roman Empire from northern Germany. 
It is a 3rd century AD fibula depicting a 
rear-facing four-legged animal, probably a 
dog or a deer. Made from fire-gilded silver, 
the brooch is 58mm in diameter. 

When the Roman Empire fractured, the 
Byzantines continued to use the backward 
looking beast motif on a range of artefacts. 
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Figures 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21: Viking brooches, mounts, pendants and a ring, all 
displaying regardant creatures. 

Figure 9: A Byzantine 
zoomorphic bronze 

buckle plate; 6th – 9th 
century, displaying a 

regardant beast within a 
ropework circle. 42mm.

Figure 10: A 7th-8th century Byzantine silver gilt horse-head 
buckle, with a regardant antlered stag in one of its cells. 

Figure 11: A Byzantine silver 
gilt seal matrix pendant with an 
intaglio regardant beast motif. 
9th-12th century; 22mm

Figure 12: Anglo-Saxon silver sceat, Secondary type; 
AD 710 – 760; with reverse showing a regardant 

creature. It was found in Cambridgeshire. 

Figure 13: This Anglo-Saxon coin example  
also has a regardant beast reversaze.  

(Image courtesy of the Early Medieval 
Corpus, Department of Coins and Medals, 

Fitzwilliam Museum.)



Those passing through our auctions have 
included seal matrices and buckles. 
Disruptions in accustomed trade routes 
caused westward movements of Germanic 
tribes in the 5th century, eventually resulting 
in the appearance of Anglo-Saxon coins in 
what had been Britannia. Several depicted 
a regardant beast. An example that passed 
through TimeLine Originals stock dated 
from circa 700 AD and showed a collared 
lion or hound-like creature eating berries 
from a fruiting bush. 

When the Vikings moved westward they 
brought with them their fascination with 
regardant creatures. The motif in a variety 
of styles can be seen on brooches, mounts, 
pendants, rings and other personal 
possessions dating from the 9th to the 
13th century. 

Lost or deposited in the ground, they 

have, in recent years, been recovered largely 
by detectorists in Britain, Holland, Belgium, 
France and further afield. The raiders-cum-
settlers arrived as pagans bringing their own 
deities headed, of course, by Odin. We have 
to wonder if some of the regardant creatures 
they carved and cast into their possessions 
were personifications of Odin. Cajoled into 
converting to Christianity, they may have 
converted the regardant creatures into 
Christian symbols. 

In December 2014 TimeLine Auctions 
was privileged to sell three magnificent 
Anglo-Saxons casket appliqués (see figs 
22, 23, 24), each displaying Trewhiddle style 
regardant beasts. They were all found in 
Northumberland in the 1990s and the 
catalogue entry said of them: They are high 
status ornamental mounts, perhaps from 
caskets, shrines or even books, held in place 

by broad (probably domed) rivets. There is 
no overtly Christian iconography in their 
ornament to suggest an ecclesiastical or 
liturgical context. The combination of dense, 
regular interlace and regardant animals is 
found on many pieces of 9th century Anglo-
Saxon art; domed rivets also occur on 
brooches and other items at this time. The 
three lots sold for a total of £13,991. Figs 25, 
26, 27 and 28 show Anglo-Saxon brooches 
and mounts dating from the 8th-12th 
centuries and also displaying backward 
looking creatures.

By the time the seal matrices and horse 
harness pendants seen in figs 29, 30, 31 and 
32 were created rearward facing motifs had 
lost all connection with pagan gods. These 
are the regardant beasts of Heraldry, worn, 
used or displayed, probably by Christian 
knights or clergy.

Figures 29, 30, 31, 32: Regardant beasts seen on Medieval and 
post-Medieval seal matrices and harness mounts.

Figures 22, 23, 24: Anglo-Saxons casket appliqués, each displaying Trewhiddle Style regardant beasts.

Figures 25, 26, 27, 28: Anglo-Saxon seal matrices and horse harness mounts.
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clubactivities
Please email your club news and images of finds to: info@thesearcher.co.uk 

or send to 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PX

Identifications made in this section are supplied by individual clubs

Taynton MDC

The club members voted for the finds of 
2014 and with some real tough competition 
the following were congratulated on their 
superb finds. 

Hammered 
Gold stater – John Feenan

Geoff (DeputyDug)

Milled
George III guinea – Dave Hutton

Artefact
Roman terret ring – Paul Gittings

Eyes only
Paelothic tool – Geoff Blindell

Ipswich & District DC 

Our May meeting was another great evening 
with lots of really good finds on the table to 
look at. The talk we had was on the history 
of Felixstowe and was very informative with 
hopefully a second part to come soon.

Coin of the month
A nice Henry VIII gold crown (Double 
Rose, Henry & Katherine of Aragon)

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of 
the month at The Rosary Conservative Club, 
172 Bramford Road, Ipswich, IP1 4AB 
starting at 7.30pm.
Adrian

Artefact of the month
A lovely Neolithic Axe

Two Dales MDC

Here are the winners of our find of the 
month competition for the June meeting.

Coin of the Month
Elizabeth I 
sixpence – 
Ian Clarke

Artefact of the  
Month
Silver ring brooch – 
Adam Peniket

Find under 300 yrs
Religious medal – 
Dave Whelan

Eyes Only
A specimen of 
Brain coral – 
David Harrison
Bill Swainston

Lune Valley MDC 

Our meeting included a fundraising event 
for the Northwest Air Ambulance. Organised 
by our treasurer, Jim Newton, we enjoyed 
fun games when members donated £1 a go 
to take part. Adding the proceeds to the 
profit from a grand raffle we raised £150 
for the charity.

Find of the month competition results were:
Coin pre 1662
Vera Randall – Elizabeth I sixpence

Coin post 1662
Ian Sharp – Victoria gothic florin

Artefact pre 1500
Vera Randall – Celtic toggle fastener

Meetings are held at 8pm on the first 
Tuesday of the month at the Lansil Sports & 
Social Club, Lancaster.
Brian Randall, Chairman

Artefact post 1500
Ian Sharp – Silver sovereign case
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Down to Earth

Finds of the year competitions are always 
hotly contested, and this year was no 
exception. Jason made a clean sweep in 
BOTH coin and artefact categories with a 
stunning Victorian sovereign and an equally 
stunning Celtic terret ring.

Topping the league tables this year and 
winning Detectorist of the Year, and the 
shield to go with it was consistent performer 
Tommy Wood, fully deserving the honours.

To kick off the new year Jason won coin of 
the month with a Richard I penny, whilst 
Geoff le Neveu took artefact with a beautiful 
silver thimble. Other finds worthy of note 
was a rare Medieval pewter spoon also 
found by Tommy Wood.

Paul Linford.

Essex Detector Society

Here are the winners for the Find of the 
Month Competition for May:

Coin
1st Edward I Irish farthing, Dublin mint – 
Liam Argent

2nd Henry III coin – Mick White

3rd Edward I penny – Rick Johnson

Artefact
1st Intaglio and gold band (Roman soldier) 
– Sheridan Vaughan

2nd Spur rowel – Rick Johnson
3rd Large crotal bell. Robert Wells of 
Lincolnshire 1760 – Mike Steele

Other finds in the competition
Elizabeth I penny, Philip Price; Elizabeth I 
coin, Peter James; Alexander III penny, 
Steve Connell; Hammered coin cut half, 
Anthony Aldrich; Elizabeth I coin, 
Katherine Aldrich; Arabic coin, Sheridan 
Vaughan; Cut half coin, Martin Spencer; 
Elizabeth I penny, Dave Knipe; Victoria half 
sovereign 1899, Mike Steele; Elizabeth I 
threepence 1582, Nick Argent; Roman fibula 
brooch (1st-2nd century), Liam Argent; 
Clothing hook, Anthony Aldrich; Buckle, 
Mick White; Jetton, Martin Spencer; 
Beehive thimble, Dave Knipe; Mediaeval 
ring brooch, Katherine Aldrich; 17th century 
mitre cap badge, Nick Argent; 18kt diamond 
ring, Philip Price.
Tony Robson

East Yorkshire MDC

We are based near Cottingham, Nr Hull. We 
are the oldest club in the UK and have been 
going for 45/46 years! 

Here are our finds for the month:
Coin of the month:
1st Half groat Edward IV – Terence Lewis

Terence Lewis

2nd Edward I farthing – Stan Raymond
3rd Roman Valentines – Tom Hall

Artefact of the Month
1st Celtic bulls head mount – Tom Hall

2nd Vesica seal – Roy doughty

3rd Roman silver snake ring – Chris Hannard
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Euro Ace   £279.95

ATX    £1995.00

Garrett phones
Coil Cover
Batteries 
DvD

Land phones
Camo Digger’s 
Pouch
Baseball Cap
Coil Cover

with:

with:

www.detector-distribution.co.uk

we also stock the full range of C Scope, Laser, Scanmaster, Tesoro and viking Metal Detectors.

Garrett Pinpoint Probe

£89.95

white’s Bullseye TRX  Probe

£122.95

Garrett Pro-pointer AT

£124.95

Makro Pointer Probe

£82.00

Big NEL

hunter NEL

Sharpshooter NEL

Sharp NEL

Tornado NEL
XP Deus with 9” coil, stem, remote control, small wS4 
headphones, mains charger, coil cover and hip mount 
pouch @ £1281.00

XP Deus with 9” coil, stem, remote control, mains charger, 
coil cover, and hip mount pouch @ £1039.00

XP Deus with 9” coil, small wS4 headphones, mains  
charger and coil cover @ £715.00

XP Metal Detectors

XP Deus with 11” coil, stem, remote control, 
small wS4 headphones, hip mount pouch, mains 

charger and coil cover 

DEUS    £1309.00

ADX 150.....................................£349.00

ADvENTIS II.............................. £491.00

Goldmaxx Power with 9’’ coil...£687.00

Goldmaxx Power with 11’’coil..£696.00

GMaxx2 with 9’’coil..................£650.00

GMaxx2 with 11’’coil................£659.00

XP Metal Detectors 

Machine only Prices

XP  Deus  variations  now  available  with  the  
new wS5 headphones!   Please  call  for  prices or 

see online for the full range of Deus variations

Available DEUS variations:

 Secure, easy to navigate online shop open 24/7 

NEL coils available for all makes and models. 
See website for prices

Carry Bags Pinpoint probes Trowels & Scoops headphones Books
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Kernow Search and  
Recovery Club

We met at our new venue Phillack Hall, 
Hale with a full new committee and 17 
detectorists in attendance. Digs will be on 
either Saturday or Sunday when land 
available (to paid up members only). 
Meetings take place every send Wednesday 
of the month at 7.15pm, do come along and 
meet us!
I. Larkin

Herts & District MDS 

Club sites finds winners at the June meeting 
were: Coin of the month – a Commonwealth 
half groat from Peter Cross. Artefact – a small 
bronze Roman brooch from Roger Paul. A 
random selection from the finds table also 
includes: a Henry long cross penny from 
Russell Gerrard, a Venetian silver penny 
entered by Clive Reddish, along with his 
Stuart buckle. Two items from their own 
sites worthy of seeing are: John Walsingham’s 
gold Edward III half noble and from Roger 
Paul a 4th Century BC La Tène brooch.

Dr Roger Bland from the Department of 
Britain, Europe and Prehistory at the British 
Museum was the guest speaker at our busy 
June meeting. Roger gave us a fascinating 
illustrated presentation on ‘Coin Hoards 
in Britain’ along with how the locations 
and contents of these deposits, after some 
detailed research, is now helping to further 
our knowledge of those trouble times. It 
was an interesting and much appreciated 
talk that was enjoyed by us all.

Edward III half noble – John Walsingham

Commonwealth half groat – Pete Cross

Henry long cross penny – Russell Gerrard

4th Century BC La Tène brooch – Roger Paul

Venetian penny – Clive Reddish

Stuart buckle – 
Clive Reddish

David Roberts, Chairman

Small Roman bronze 
brooch – Roger Paul

South East London MDC

At the May meeting we had a very busy finds 
table. Some of the members having attended 
digs and rallies. The find of the month 
winners were:

Artefact
1st Tudor double purse bar – Andy

Andy Richards

2nd Medieval lead seal matrix – Dave

Coin
1st Edward III silver 1d – Dave
2nd Henry III silver cut 1/4d – Andy

Kendal & District MDC

Our ‘Find of the Month’ and our bi-annual 
showcase competition. The finds table was 
again full and the guest judge for the 
showcases was, Mr Peter Harrison. Third 
place went to George Robinson, second, 
Ryan Morris, first, Ian Sharp.

2nd Silver signet ring – George Robinson
Overall find of the month – Mike 

McDowell with the 10-12th century dagger 
pommel.
Ian Watedge

Information, meeting venue etc, for the 
club, can be had from the secretary, e-mail: 
ianwatedge@aol.com. 

Find of The Month
Coin Pre 1662
1st Elizabeth I 
penny – 
Martin Head
2nd Henry III 
cut half penny –  
George Robinson

Coin Post 1662:
1st George IV shilling – Martin Head
2nd Guinea coin weight – Martin Head

Artefact Pre 1600:
1st 10-12th century dagger pommel –  
Mike McDowell

2nd Roman copper alloy rams head strap 
fitting – Mike Mcdowell

Artefact Post 1600:
1st Silver cane ferrell – Martin Head
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LSSS

Coin of the Month
1st 2nd Century BC Monnais A La Croix 
– Glenn Tinsley
2nd Edward I penny – Charlie Atkinson

3rd Large piece WWII shrapnel –  
Paul Jackson

3rd Roman bronze – Paul Jackson

Artefact of the Month
1st Apothecaries Weight 15-16c 3.33 
grammes – Charlie Atkinson

2nd Flint knife/scraper – Glenn Tinsley

Charlie Atkinson

Mid Kent MDC 

Jennifer Jackson our FLO joined us this 
evening who advised us that FLOs would 
not be able to make club visits so often
due to cutbacks. Thus from now on 
recording of finds on the PAS scheme would 
require either individuals to attend the FLO 
office or local museums rather than doing so 
at club meetings. 

Finds of the month:
Coin
1st Henry VIII groat – Derek Sweetman

2nd Henry III silver 1D Richard of Durham 
– Tim Hare

3rd Charles I farthing, Sami Dinnelli

David Winnett

Artefact
1st 17th Cent token Thomas at Ye Bull, 
Sami Dinnelli

Joint 2nd Flintlock trigger & musket balls 
– Tim Hare
Roman brooch – Ray Woodger

Norwich Detectors

The clubs May meeting saw a slightly reduced 
attendance. Despite this, the monthly finds 
tables displayed a good range of items.

The monthly awards were:
Find of the Month
Medieval enamelled Limoges type mount – 
Colin O’Donoghue

Committee Award
Commonwealth lead weight –  
Colin O’Donoghue

Worst Find Award
Corroded lead sink drainer – Jamie Newall
Graeme Simmonds, Club Chairperson

Artefact of the Month
Inlaid iron sword mount – Jamie Newall

Coin of the Month;
Ancient to 1066
Snettisham type uniface stater – Steve Sproule

1066 to 1509
Tealby cut half penny – Jamie Newall

1509 to Modern
16th Century hammered from Modena, Italy 
– Graeme Simmonds

Tony Gregory Award
Post medieval quillion – Tom Melvin
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STRAIGHT TALK
Tired of the Hype?

Ready for some help?

Our 68 page Metal Detector Information 
booklet is packed with accurate, technical 
discussions and unbiased, understandable 
answers to your questions with articles on 
Treasure Hunting - Coinshooting - Relics - 

Research and Detector Technology. 
Now includes independent field tests. 

For your copy send 4 x 1st. class stamps and
your full postal address to: 

Treasure World 
P.O.Box 88 Downham Market PE38 8BS

Tel: 07971 304050
email: treasureworld@hotmail.co.uk
website: www.treasureworld.co.uk
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SAVE TIME – 
RESEARCH YOUR 

SITES FIRST
LOCATIONS OF 160,000 UK 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

SEE WHAT TREASURES ARCHI 
THE HISTORICAL SEARCH 

HOUND HAS DUG UP:

WWW.ARCHIUK.COM

East Norfolk MDS

Available land is becoming very scarce, and 
the Finds Table is starting to reflect this; 
nevertheless someone always manages to dig 
up something of interest. Our Find of the 
Month competition winners for May were:

Ancient coin (Celtic & Roman)
1st Cunobelin plated stater 10-43 AD – 
Peter Belson

2nd Trajan dupondius 98-117 AD –  
Peter Belson

Later mediaeval coin (short-cross  
to Henry VII)
1st Edward I/II farthing – Andy Carter

2nd Henry III short-cross penny–  
Linda Stephenson

Post-mediaeval coin (Henry VIII  
to present day)
1st Russian kopek, 1792 – Jason Hurren
2nd James I penny, 1607 – Andy Carter

Metal artefact (pre-Norman Conquest)
1st Mid Bronze Age palstave axe fragment 
– Barry Thomson

2nd Late Saxon hooked fitting – Tim English

2nd Buckle, 13th-14th century – Peter Lacey

Non-metallic or Natural find
1st Flint scraper – Dave Clarke
2nd Flint scraper – Dave Clarke

Worst find
1st ‘Green waste’ aluminium debris –  
Dave Clarke
2nd Wrecked electric socket – Peter Lacey

Tony Gregory Award for Best Find  
of the Month:
Cunobelin plated stater– Peter Belson
Andy Carter, Chairman

Metal artefact (Post- Norman Conquest)
1st Harness pendant, 13th-14th century – 
Chris Bould

Invicta Seekers

Here are the results for May:

Coins:
1st Elizabeth I 
shilling – 
Mick Longman

13th C. spur buckle – Albert Raeburn

2nd Groat  
of Mary – 
Tony Mills

Joint 3rd Denarius 
of Faustina II –  
Sean Kielty

Edward I 
penny – 
Tony Hayward

Artefacts:
1st Seal matrix (Lamb of God) –  
Mick Longman

Greg Sweetman

Joint 2nd 
Saxon mount – 
Steve Askem
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Stour Valley Search & 
Recovery Club

Our May meeting started with a minutes 
silence in memory of a well loved member of 
the club, Reg Bruce, who had recently died.

The winners of the Coins and artefacts 
found in the month were:
Coins
1st Denarius of Bonus Eventus – David Spohr 

Angela Kernan

2nd Durotrigian stater – John Earley

3rd Silver halfpenny of Henry VI –  
David Spohr

Artefacts
1st 14th/15th C. seal – Bill Nichols

2nd Medieval seal 14th/15th C – David Spohr

3rd Georgian intaglio fob seal – David Spohr

Stour Valley Search & Recovery Club are 
very sad to have to announce the death on 
24 May 2015 of Reg Bruce a previous 
Chairman of the Club.

Reg was born in Cornwall and served in 
the Fleet Air Arm during the Second 
World War. On being demobbed he joined 
the police force, where he became Sergeant, 
in Cornwall and eventually moved to 
Dorset.

He joined the Club in 1998 after two 
years on the waiting list and one year later 
he was elected as Chairman of the Club.   
He did a fantastic job, always conducting 
meetings, dinners and prize giving 
evenings with good humour. Reg served as 
Chairman until 2007 when he decided that 
at the age of 81 he should retire. He 
stopped detecting in 2013 after a back 
injury, but still attended meetings until 
recently.

He will be deeply missed by all members 
of the Club.
Angela Kernan

O B I T U A R Y
Reg Bruce

I regret to inform your readers that Eric 
passed away on Sunday 24 May, aged 92. 
His passion for detecting never diminished 
and he was still detecting until the age of 
90 when his eyesight deteriorated, thus 
making searching on ploughed field 
dangerous. He cared for his wife until her 
death in 2012. Eric leaves two sons 
Andrew and Peter, and four 
granddaughters.

In 1992 Eric was the finder of the 
amazing Hoxne Hoard, the largest 
assemblage of late 4th century Roman 
silver and gold ever discovered in Britain 
and the Roman Empire. The hoard 
consisted of 14,865 Roman gold, silver and 
bronze coins from the late 4th and early 
5th centuries, and approximately 200 items 
of silver tableware and gold jewellery. The 
hoard was voted 3rd by British Museum 
experts in the TV documentary ‘Our Top 
Ten Treasures’. It is now in the British 
Museum.

During the war he was a Royal Marine; 
he was also my mentor, and I was 
privileged to detect with Eric as his 
apprentice. He will be greatly missed and 
will always be ‘the master’. Rest in peace, 
my friend.
Mike Greatbatch

O B I T U A R Y
Eric Lawes

Trowbridge & District MDC

Our regular venue is undergoing renovations, 
and in fact with the large turnout, plus guests 
there was standing room only. 

The find of the month winners Paul 
Walker with a dagger chape, and Gary Cook 
with a silver stater. Other finds on the table 
included a Roman umbonate brooch: a 
Trajan denarius: Roman tweezers: and a 
Medieval brooch/buckle.

Merthyr Tydfil MDC

We are a brand new club which has been 
well overdue for our town. We are going 
from strength to strength with over 12 
people there for our second meeting. The 
finds table has been full and a lot of the stuff 
has gone off to Cardiff Museum. As well has 
an Bronze Age hoard of 11 axes another 
three have also been found in various 
locations taking us up to 15 axes in two 
months.

Here are some of the items we’ve  
already found:

Anthony Thomas

David Rees – Chairman
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Tel: 01736 751910 Email: info@prinz.co.uk
PRINZ PUBLICATIONS UK LTD. UNIT 3A HAYLE INDUSTRIAL PARK, 

HAYLE, CORNWALL, TR27 5JR.

ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRINZ.CO.UK
Telephone and post orders very welcome

Nimbus Series
Magnetic Closing, floating frames.
Ref Inner Dimensions (w x h x d) Price
4830 70mm x 70mm x 25mm £9.50
4831 250mm x 180mm x 25mm £24.50
4832 265mm x 60mm x 25mm £18.50
4833 260mm x 260mm x 72mm £59.50
Colour options are available - see website for details.

UK Post and packing £3 per order. Overseas at cost.

NIMBUS FRAMES

The new Nimbus 
series offers a 
versatile system for 
displaying your favourite items. Available in four different size 
frames you can display single coins, coin sets and larger 
artefacts. The item is securely held in place by two silicone 
membranes which safely clamp the item in to the frame. giving 
the appearance that the item is floating!

How it works: The frame opens out, place your item inside, 
then close the frame, the magnetic clamp of the frame 
ensures the frame is completely secure.

Rotary Charity Rally
THE MIDLANDS FEDERATION OF MDC’S

Nr to the Roman Road, the Watling Street

All proceeds will be going to:

HOPE AGAINST CANCER
Registered Charity No 1091480

9.30am – 4pm on Sunday 6 September 2015
Entry £15.00 each (Pre-booked only) 

£20 on the day
Nearly 130 acres. Toilets. Parking. Catering. Raffle

Send a £15 cheque or postal order (NO CASH) 
payable to John Wells, at 78 Watersmeet Road, 

Wyken, Coventry, CV2 3HT and include a STAMPED 
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE your CURRENT NCMD/

FID membership number and a CONTACTABLE E-MAIL 
ADDRESS. The deadline for pre-booked tickets is 29 

August 2015. Ref: Rotary Rally.

You will be required to show your 
NCMD/FID card on the day. 
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Quakers Acres MDC

Another busy month, we held our first rally 
of the year on the Spring Bank Holiday and 
enjoyed outings on all the other weekends. 
We also welcomed new FLO, Ellie Cox to 
our ‘Pie and Peas’ find of the month 
competition.

May winners were:
Coin section
1st Edward III groat – Bill Smollett

Silver teaspoon – Graeme Thompson
Graeme Thompson, Club Secretary

2nd Henry III penny – Elaine Stoddart

3rd joint Edward I farthing –  
Andy ‘Hammerntinsnips’

Henry VIII half groat –  
Mark ‘Stan’ Stansfield

Artefact section
1st Medieval silver brooch –  
Darren Pendleton

2nd George V silver florin ring –  
Steve Stoddard

3rd joint Lead gaming piece –  
John Crammond 

Yeovil MDC 

The Chairman stated that YMDC had 
contributed a cheque for £2,010 to the 
village as a result of the club dig and that 
more than £2,600 was raised overall for 
the village. Mike Otterbeck presented the 
cheque to Mary on behalf of the club. The 
Chairman will present the landowner with 
a collection of finds from the dig (once they 
have been cleaned!) It is hoped the club 
might return to the land for another club 
dig in the future.

Monthly Collection won by – Roger Evans
James Perry

This month there was a Hoard placed on 
the finds table which was found by our 
youngest member of the newly formed 
Young YMDC Membership Ryan Otterbeck 
(aged 6). The Hoard was made even more 
special because having been found once, 
they were then lost due to a hole in Ryan’s 
pocket and had to be found all over again!

Post 1694 Coin Section
Victoria shilling – James Perry

Artefact Pre 1694
14th Century 
pendant – 
Mike Otterbeck

Artefact Post 1694
Pocket sundial – Mike Otterbeck

Eyes Only
Piece of Samian ware pottery – Chris March

Hoard 
Group of 
George V 
coins – 
Ryan Otterbeck 
(aged 6)

Competition winners for the month:
Pre 1694 Coin section
Celtic silver stater – Roger Evans

It is sad news, that I have to inform you all 
of the death of Gordon Gray, one of our 
senior long serving members, who passed 
away in Stoke Mandeville Hospital, with 
Rose his wife and family members by his 
side.

Gordon was one of our founder 
members, who devoted a lot of his time to 
running our Club in various committee 
positions. I am sure we will miss his telling 
us of the latest detector he has acquired 
this month, or the change of car or maybe 
computer. Yes Gordon we will miss you, 
and I am sure that you deserve the thanks 
from all of us for the time you have given 
to our club.

Our thoughts are with Rose and her 
family at this difficult time.
Peter Grigg

O B I T U A R Y
Gordon Gray



NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR METAL DETECTING

� Insurance Policy document available online

� Audited Accounts (available on request)

� Privacy Policy (Data Protection Act upheld)

� Equality Policy

� Elected Officers

� Meeting minutes (available on request)

� Regular & Informative Newsletters

� NCMD wallets, car stickers, badges 

(while stocks last!)

Join the NCMD
The ONLY organisation recognised and consulted by 
National and Local Government

£8 per individual
Pay online by Credit/Debit or Paypal or send a cheque 

Call John Rigby on Tel: 01253 692313 
Email: jjrigby@sky.com
www.ncmd.co.uk

Support the NCMD, a voluntary, democratic and transparent organisation 
run by detectorists for detectorists that promotes and protects your hobby
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BUY THE CURRENT 
ISSUE ONLINE!

Only £3.80 plus P&P

www.thesearcher.co.uk

Join the NCMD SCOTTISH
REGION Now!
The NCMD Scottish Region represents the interests 
of registered Scottish clubs and Individuals if not 
club members.

Membership costs £8 per individual and 
includes:

l No ID or postage required.

l  Receive at least three copies annually of our 
newsletter Digging Deep

l  Up-to-the-minute articles on what is happening 
in the UK

l  Free access to SCRAN (www.scran.ac.uk) 
exclusively for Scottish Region members 
(normally £15). SCRAN is a valuable resource 
with 390,000 images and media from museums, 
galleries, and archives.

Pay via PayPal at www.ncmd.co.uk/scottish%20
form.htm or post the form with your cheque.

For more details, contact: Alastair Hacket, 
Secretary, NCMD Scottish Region.

alastairhacket@hotmail.co.uk
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Wrexham Heritage Society

February winners: 
Coin pre 1700
Charles I shilling – 
Adam Guiel

Adam Guiel

Coin post 1700
Victoria gothic 
florin – 
Byron Cowell

Artefact pre 1700
Horse boss – 
Ray Mitchell

Annual finds competition winners: 
Coins post 1700 – Lawrence Guiel. Coins 
pre 1700 – Adam Guiel. Artefacts post – 
Adam Guiel. Artefacts pre – Adam Guiel

April winners
Coin pre 1700
Elizabeth I penny – Ewan Bryson

May winners  
Coins pre 1700
David II groat –  
Ray Mitchell

Coins post 1700
William IV groat – 
Byron Cowell

Artefact pre 1700
Palstave axe – Byron Cowell

Artefact post 1700
Silver Victorian toy money – Mark Crawford

Artefact pre 1700
Fibula – Ray Mitchell

Artefact post 1700
Commemorative 
medallion –  
Henry Pugh

Artefact post 1700
Sweetheart badge – 
Eric Lowton

Weymouth & Portland MDC

Our May meeting was a relaxed affair as we 
did not have a guest speaker this month and 
members could discuss their finds and up 
coming events. We did have a competition 
for the best display of horse related items 
and this was won by Dave Cobb who was 
presented with a bottle of wine by Karen 
our Chairperson.

Results of our monthly Finds of The Month 
were as follows:
Artefacts
1st Roman wheel 
brooch – 
Mike Apps

3rd Double patard – Allan carey

3rd Victorian love brooch – Clive Smith

Coins
1st Gold chute stater – Dave Cobb

2nd Mary groat – Clive Smith

Mike Apps, Hon Sec

SHRADS

Club Sites Coins
1st Hadrian denarius – C Goodchild

Jetton – A Ward
Keith Arnold

2nd D Whalley Charles I Rose farthing
Joint 3rd Herennia Etruscilla – N Keeler
Bristol farthing – K Arnold

Club Sites Artefact
1st 11th/12th C. 
Lead seal – 
F Kennedy

2nd 16th c Buckle – D Whalley
Joint 3rd Roman brooch – C Goodchild
Strap end – A Kiermasz

Any Sites Find
1st Philip & Mary shilling – N Rouse

2nd Trumpet brooch – S Hurrell
Joint 3rd Charles I half groat – S Hurrell
Anne sixpence 1708 – C Goodchild
Decorative button – K Arnold

2nd 13c Heraldic 
pendant – 

Dave Cobb
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www.uneartheduk.co.uk
sales@uneartheduk.co.uk

Tel: 01229 463857 OR 07870 623028

The UK Distributor of all Teknetics machines and products
North’s largest detector dealership

www.uneartheduk.co.uk or email us at sales@uneartheduk.co.uk
Tel: 01229 463857 OR 07870 623028

Postal Address: Unearthed UK, 14 Goose Green, Dalton in Furness, Cumbria. LA15 8LQ

Teknetics G2
Fisher F75

Teknetics 
G2 Plus ltd

M@RS Coils Eurotek Pro

Teknetics  
Digitek

Teknetics T2

Gray Ghost 
Headphones

AT Pro Ace 250

‘Being a full-time 
detectorist, I’ll give 

you hands-on  advice and  guidance’
Official 

Fisher 

Stockist

 TO ORDER YOUR COPY NOW, PLEASE CONTACT 

JENNIFER MULHOLLAND: 
 Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4046 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7563 4066  

Email: books@spink.com

WWW.SPINKBOOKS.COM

SPINK LONDON | 69 Southampton Row | Bloomsbury | London | WC1B 4ET

COINS OF SCOTLAND, IRELAND, 
THE ISLANDS AND 

ANGLO-GALLIC COINAGE.
 3RD EDITION 

FREE UK POSTAGE ON PRE-ORDERS.

Price: £40.00

ESSENTIAL NEW REFERENCE 
WORK FROM SPINK

 



Save £7.60 when 
you subscribe to

3 issues for only £9.50 
when you pay by 
quarterly direct debit
Payments claimed by 
convenient direct debit

Free delivery to your door, receive 
your copy before the newsagents

Never miss an issue of your favourite 
magazine and avoid future price increases

Call 01778 392036 or go to www.thesearcher.co.uk
Email subscriptions@warnersgroup.co.uk or send your 
completed form to: Searcher Subscriptions, Warners Group  
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 SaleroomScene
This month we feature items from two 
auctions held by Dix Noonan Webb, the 
first on 11 February and the second on 
18 March. Both were ‘online auctions’ and 
included a good range of British hammered 
and milled coins in gold, silver and base 
metal. The prices quoted are before the 
addition of the buyers’ premium and any 
VAT that may have been payable. 

11 February: 
Lot 36, Richard I voided 
short cross penny of Carlisle, 
class IVa, moneyer Alain, S. 
1348A, better than Fine, rare, 
£210.

Lot 44, John voided short cross penny of 
Durham, class Vb2, moneyer Pieres, S. 1351, 
partly flat, otherwise VF and rare, £70.

Lot 47, John penny of Rhuddlan, class iie, 
moneyer Simond, good Fine, scarce, £200.

Lot 61, Henry III voided long cross penny 
of Canterbury, class Ib obverse with a class 
II reverse, moneyer Nicole, S. 1360, about 
VF, £150. 

Lot 243 Lot 514

Lot 112, Charles I shilling of Oxford, 1643, 
M.M. plume on obverse only, S. 2972, 
legends weak in places, 
otherwise VF, £800.

Lot 167, Scotland, David I 
penny, blundered legends, 
moneyer uncertain, S. 5010, 
about VF, dark tone, 
£1,100.

Lot 181, Scotland, James I half thistle merk, 
eighth coinage, 1601, S. 
5498, about VF, weak in 
places, £110.

Lot 176, Scotland, David 
II halfgroat of Edinburgh, 
class B, S. 5106, good 
Fine, £190.

Lot 69 Henry VI restored halfpenny of 
London, S. 2089, good Fine and very rare 
but chipped and two tiny holes, £160.

Lot 73, Scotland, Alexander III penny of 
Kinghorn, type III, moneyer Walter, S. 5043, 
VF, flat in places, very rare, £830.

Lot 92, Richard II penny of London, type 
III, S. 1689, good Fine, portrait better, 
slightly short of flan, very rare, £1,300.

Lot 94, Richard III groat of London, type 
2b, M.M. boar’s head, S. 2156, on a dull and 
porous flan, slightly off centre, otherwise VF 
or better, £1,550.

Lot 103, Elizabeth I 
sixpence, 1592, M.M. 
tun, S. 2578B, about 
VF, cleaned, £75.

Lot 109, James I 
shilling, second 
coinage, fourth bust, 
M.M. rose, S. 2655, scrach on bust and weak 
in places, otherwise VF or better, £80.

Lot 219, Harold I penny of London, jewel 
cross type, moneyer Edred, S. 1163, minor 
indentations in obverse field, otherwise VF 
and rare, £500.

Lot 232, Henry II ‘Tealby’ type penny of 
Newcastle, class A2, moneyer Willem, S. 
1337, good Fine or better, £200.

Lot 242, Edward VI penny of Bristol, first 
period (with portrait), no mint mark, S. 
2462, good Fine but creased, very rare, £620.

Lot 243, Edward VI shilling of Southwark, 
bust 4, M.M.Y, dated 1649 in Roman 
numerals, nearly VF for the issue, £400.

Lot 284, Charles II shilling, second 
hammered coinage, M.M. crown, with mark 
of value but no inner circles, S. 3314, 
creased and slightly double struck, otherwise 
good Fine and rare, £800.

Lot 290, William III shilling, 1699, S. 3515, 
good Fine, the date scarce, £170.

Lot 412, James I gold halfcrown, second 
coinage, fifth bust, M.M. crescent, S. 2631, 
good Fine, creased, the mint mark rare, £330.

Lot 438, George III shilling, 1763, so-called 
‘Northumberland’ issue, S. 3742, Fine, 
reverse better, scarce, £230.

Lot 514, Scotland, Robert III halfpenny of 
Edinburgh, light coinage, first issue, crescent 
and lis stops on both sides, no mint mark, S. 
5186, Fine and rare but chipped, £100.

Lot 515, Ireland, a contemporary imitation 
of a voided long cross penny of Henry III, 
blundered legends, Fine, rare, £100. 

Lot 290

Lot 242

Lot 212

Lot 210

Lot 36

Lot 176

Lot 167

Lot 61

Lot 92

Lot 103

Lot 404

Lot 515

Lot 305, Commonwealth shilling, 1651, no 
stops at obverse mint mark, S. 3217, good 
Fine, rare, £450.

Lot 380, Continental sceatta, series E, S. 
790, good VF or better, £60.

Lot 404, Edward III quarter noble, treaty 
period, annulet before EDWARD, S. 1511, 
nearly VF but with edge chip, £280.

18 March:
Lot 210, Burgred penny, type A, moneyer 
Dudda, S. 938, good Fine, edge chip, £350.

Lot 211, Danish East Anglia, St. Edmund 
memorial coinage penny, moneyer Onnonea, 
S. 960, good VF, £370.

Lot 212, Danelaw, Viking penny in the name 
of Cnut, CVNNETTI reverse, S. 993, good 
VF or better, £450.



Classified Advertising

Metal Detecting
Over 25 years of experience,  

knowledge and advice for both the  
beginner and the veteran detectorist.

Part EX deals available. 
Accessories and books.

Used Detectors and Coils
Call us for an up-to-date list of  

secondhand machines and coils.

LP Metal Detecting
Unit 18, Orchard Business Park,

Kingsclere, RG20 4SY
Tel: 01635 299944 or email: 

info@leisure-promotions.co.uk
Open 9.30am – 4.30pm Mon-Sat 

www.lpmetaldetecting.com

CRAWFORDS METAL DETECTORS 

Coiltek Coils for Minelab in stock now

Crawfords are now the Sole UK importer for  
Detech Coils and metal Detectors

01724 845608
or visit

www.crawfordsmd.com 

USED DETECTORS, ACCESSORIES & SPECIALS LIST
Arado 120b Good old work horse! £149
C.Scope CS3MXI Very good condition  £175
C.Scope CS6MXI Very low hours use  £339
Fisher F75 SE Near mint condition with 
   11” & 5” Coils  £695
Garrett Sea Hunter MKII Superb condition  £395
Minelab Explorer SE Excellent   £549
Minelab Safari Near Mint  £649
Minelab Sovereign XS Good condition  £180
Minelab E-Trac Very good condition.   £860
Minelab X-Terra 70 Very good condition  £349
Nokta Velox 1 Near Mint  £499
Teknetics T2  Superb  £439
Whites Beach Hunter Id Superb  £495
Whites M6 Mint  £329
XP Deus 22RCWS5 V3.2 Mint   £859
XP Goldmaxx Power V4 Very good condition  £429
Coils, Coils, Coils!! We have too many used coils to list. 
Call us 01724 845608 

Unless specified otherwise, all our used 
detectors carry a 90 day warranty.

Please note we only take the best quality 
trade-ins so you can be sure all models are as 

described. This ensures you get a used detector 
you can trust and no hassle!

Note used detectors change daily. 
Please call for Latest List.

Dealer in British 
Hammered Coins

Will buy single items to full collections 
Fair prices paid and discretion assured 

Website: www.HallsHammeredCoins.com
Email: Simon@HallsHammeredCoins.com

Mobile: Simon – 07830 019584

Steve Cox
Prompt repair and service 

of detectors

UK’s Independent 
Minelab Authorised 

Service Centre (ASC)
Warranty repairs, Musketeer & 

Musketeer Advantage, 
Sovereign XS & Elite, Explorer S, 
XS & SE range, E-Trac, Quattro,  

Safari, X-Terra Range

UK manufactured Exp XS & II 
keypads now in stock 

(Discontinued by Minelab)

www.metaldetectorrepair.com
MserviceR@virginmedia.com

Tel: 0208 241 4789
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Binders NOW 
AVAILABLE!
*  Keeps your mags in 
 good condition
* Looks good on your 
 bookshelf
(Dark blue leatherette & 
gold blocked Searcher 
logo on spine)
ORDER NOW Call: 

01778 392036
UK & Mainland inc p&p £7.50 
Europe inc p&p £11.50 
ROW inc p&p £14.50

STAFFORDSHIRE 
METAL DETECTORS 

LTD
FRIENDLY HELP AND ADVICE 

FOR BEGINNERS
PART EX-SWAPS-COILS-BOOKS

ALWAYS LOADS OF SECONDHAND
AND EX DEMO DETECTORS IN STOCK

LOADS OF SECONDHAND COILS IN STOCK!
ALL USED MACHINES

ARE SOLD WITH MY OWN WARRANTY
IF YOU LOOKING FOR A DETECTOR

PLEASE PHONE AS STOCK CHANGES DAILY
FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY

Urgently Wanted all detectors and  
Accessories for exchange or Cash

Pro-tectors Covers
Is now part of Staffs Metal Detectors

www.pro-tectors.co.uk
Metal Detector Covers and Accessories

For latest stock list phone – Kevin
01889 564045 Mobile 07796 024042
Or visit my Web site-Updated daily

www.staffsmetaldetectors.co.uk 
E MAIL blackburns@19-masefield.freeserve.co.uk 

Open 9am to 8pm Monday to Friday
Saturday 9am to 12pm

Visits strictly by appointment

Steve Elden
Coins & Antiquities

Based in Norfolk, But will travel 
anywhere to buy collections of 

Coins & Artefacts, with best prices 
paid, I even buy the junk finds.

Professional & Discreet service
Tel: 07899 036250

Email: stevescoins@hotmail.com

Midland Detector Centre
Now Mike Longfield Detectors

Tesoro Conquistador Umax. Very Little Used £270
Laser Powermax II. Very little used ................£255
XP Goldmaxx Power ........................................£450
Laser Trident I. Approx 10 hrs use ..................£300
Nexus Coranado Groundfix. Near new. ...........£375
Tesoro Bandido II. Approx 6hrs use.................£325
Tesoro Cortes. Very little used ........................£345
Minelab Elite. Good condition. ........................£395
Minelab X-Terra 50. Good condition. ..............£250
Teknetics 4000. Looks unused. ......................£195
C-Scope CS4MXi. Looks unused. ....................£255
Whites M6. Near new condition ......................£395
XP ADX 250. Very little used ...........................£295
Laser Tejon. Possibly 10 hrs use .....................£400
Tesoro Cibola. Little used. ...............................£270
Laser Hawkeye. Little used. ............................£360
Minelab Quattro. Little used. ..........................£395
Minelab X-Terra 705. Very little used. .............£395
Tesoro Euro Sabre. Approx 20 hrs use. ...........£295
Fisher 1266X. Very good condition .................£240
Laser B1-HP. Little used. ................................  £245
Minelab SE PRO. With 12X10 SEF coil ...........  £540
Minelab SE PRO. Little used ............................£495
Minelab Explorer XS. Little used .....................£385
Nexus Standard MK II. Looks unused .............£875
XP ADX 200. Little used ..................................£285
Whites DFX 300. Very little used ....................  £295
Tesoro Lobo. Very good condition ...................£280
Goldenmask 3. Approx 10 hrs use ..................£275
Goldenmask 2. Little used. .............................£250
XP Goldmaxx. Very good condition .................£395
Minelab Explorer II. Very Little Used ...............£395
Garrett AT PRO. Aprox 10 hrs use ....................£400
XP ADX 100. Very little used ...........................£200
Minelab Excalibur II. Looks unused ................£900
XP Deus. Unused. Near full warranty ..............£950
Whites VX3. Looks unused ..............................£575

Huge Quantity of Coils. All Makes and Sizes

Tel: 01676 533274
All warranted for 2 months

83 Station Road, Balsall Common, 
Nr. Coventry CV7 7FN

www.metaldetectors.gbr.cc 
mikelongfield@hotmail.com

FOR SALE

The Searcher takes no responsibility 
for any of the products or services 

advertised within these pages.

COINS, ARTEFACTS AVAILABLE, 
military, fair cheap low cost, genuine callers 
please Tel 0151 625 6089.

XP GOLDMAXX 2, 9” coil and cover, 
including 9”x5” coil and cover, with 
instructions, excellent condition £385, 
includes P&P. Phone: 07759 306884 anytime 
(Devon).

MINELAB X-TERRA 70 also a 6” coil and 
other extras. Little use £270 the lot. Tel: 
01843 852645.

FRAMED REPRINT MAP of Berkshire 
(spelt Barkshire) 1355. Offers. Tel: 01235 
867156.

MINELAB SAFARI – very good – new 
keypad and serviced – genuine sale £400. 
Durham. 0191 371 9344.

GARRETT AT PRO International, good 
condition, C/W headphones and handbook. 
£349 + postage. Tel: 01494 725655.

WANTED

FOREIGN COINS – old or modern. Also 
need modern foreign change. Good prices 
paid for your unwanted coins. (not a dealer) 
Tel: 0151 738 1479.
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PEPSI PIROS
METAL DETECTORS

USED DETECTOR LIST:
XP Goldmaxx Power like new £490
Minelab Sovereign GT good £390
XP ADX 150 mint £220
Laser Trident 1 good £220
C-Scope CS 4Pi mint £180
Fisher 1265X fair £140
XP WS1 wireless backphones 
   like new   £90
NEL Tornado coil for Garrett AT 
   Pro/Gold like new £90
Laser/Tesoro 5 pin 9” X 8” coil mint £80
SEF 8” X 6” coil for all Minelab FBS 
   machines like new £80
5” coil for Teknetics T2 superb £45
10 Carlton Road, Worksop, Notts, S80 1PH

Tel: 01909 476611
Mon-Fri 8.30am-7.30pm Sat 9am-5pm
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CLASSIFIED ADVERT ORDER
Now free ONE COUPON for ONE MONTH ONLY
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Please indicate headings under which advertisement is to appear: FOR SALE – WANTED – EXCHANGE – 

MISCELLANEOUS

Please send to:

Searcher Publications Ltd, 17 Down Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 2PX

or call on 01483 830133 for more details

 Name of sender ................................................................ Address ...........................................................................

  .........................................................................................................................................Tel No. .............................
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John Philpotts
Coins & Artefacts bought at fair prices

Confidentiality assured, Friendly, Discreet & Professional service
Single items to whole collections bought.

Phone: 01242 898107 Mobile: 07793 676309 
Email: john@philpotts1.plus.com 

Post: PO Box 281, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 9ET

Based in the South West but travelling all over the country on a regular basis.
I visit the following counties most weeks: Worcs, Midlands, Northants, 

Oxfordshire, Glous, Wilts, Berks, Hampshire, Somerset



Viking Metal Detectors Ltd. 1 Angela Street, Mill Hill, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 4DJ
T: 01254 55887  E: viking@metaldetectors.co.uk  W: www.metaldetectors.co.uk

Metal 
Detectors

VK20

£165.00 

VK30

£205.00 

VK40

£240.00 

VIKING 1

£85.00 

VIKING 5

£95.00 

VIKING 6

£104.00 

VK10VK10

£135.00 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS!
www.metaldetectors.co.uk

NEW

VK10+

� Deep Seeking Concentric Search Coil
� Microprocessor Controlled Discrimination
� Pinpoint Mode
� Adjustable Ground Balance £159.00 
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MADE IN USA

Order & Enquiry Hotline: 0121 359 2379
Tel: 0121 359 2379
Email: sales@regton.com
www.regton.com

Regton Ltd.
metal detection specialists 

82 Cliveland Street
Birmingham B19 3SN 

European silver coins found 
while using the NEW Pro-Pointer AT.

THE NEW PRO OF ALL TERRAIN PINPOINTING

The best pinpointer 
just got better!

• Fast Retune: Quick button-press 
 instantly tunes out environment or 
 narrows your detection field for precise
 pinpointing of larger targets.

• Single-button operation  for Power, 
 Retune, Sensitivity adjustment (3 levels),
  and Silent Mode (vibration only).

• LED flashlight for low light uses.
• Lost Pinpointer Alarm
• Automatic Power-Off feature
• Includes lanyard attachment loop,
  belt holster, and 9V battery.
• Patented proportional audio and 
 scraping blade to sift through soil.

More sensitive than our standard Pro-Pointer 
and fully submersible to 10 feet!
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