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Join us on our in-depth tour of the Great Pyramids and mighty Sphinx on the Giza Plateau.
We take you on a grand tour to view all the regular sites and venture off the tourist trail to
check out new theories and new discoveries.

We have special AWT permits to enter the Bent Pyramid at Dahshur, explore South Saqqara
and meet with excavator Philippe Collombert on site, view the Pyramid of Djedefre at Abu
Roash, and visit the Fifth Dynasty pyramids of Abu Sir.

At Meidum, there is time to enter the pyramid and Mastaba17 for those who wish, and we
will learn about the building and collapse of this massive structure.

We spend a day at North Saqqara, visiting the amazing Step Pyramid, with plenty of time
to investigate the whole site, with its many hidden secrets. We also enter the Serapeum
and the New Kingdom Tombs of Horemheb and Maya.

CALL NOW TO BOOK    +44 (0)333 335 9494    or go to   www.ancient.co.uk

ancientworld tours
PO Box 12950, London W6 8GY UK e-mail info@ancient.co.uk

Standard holiday price £2,695  Single supplement £200
AWT’s ‘Single Supplement Guarantee’. We only charge you what we are charged – we do not ‘mark up’ ! 

VOYAGES JULES VERNE
AWT is an agent of Voyages Jules Verne. These 
Air Holiday packages are ATOL Protected by the 
Civil Aviation Authority.  VJV’s ATOL No. 0132

DEPARTING 1STOCT 2016    

WITH COLIN READER

Colin Reader is a chartered geologist 
whose studies have focused on issues 

as diverse as the age of the Great 
Sphinx, the geological evolution of the 
Egyptian landmass, pyramid building 
and ancient quarrying techniques. 

This exciting one week tour, 
based in the Mena House Hotel 
at Giza, is a brand new itinerary, 
with a wealth of special private 

AWT permits.

EXPLORERPYRAMID



Like time capsules in stone, the historic buildings and
archaeological discoveries that we come across help us learn
about the events that led to where we are today. Lindisfarne
is one such place, where history is found in the very soil,
with an eventful past of Anglo-Saxons and Viking raiders.

Beyond Lindisfarne’s bloodied shores, we head to
Versailles in search of the truth about Louis XIV’s
scandalous court, and to Egypt to seek out
Khufu, the pharaoh who built the Great
Pyramid of Giza – the only Ancient Wonder
of the World still standing.

We’re indulging in a bit of nostalgia,
with a feature celebrating 150 years of
Beatrix Potter with events at her Lake
District home. You can even hop aboard
a heritage train for the journey of a
lifetime – from the famous Orient
Express to Marshal Tito’s train from
Belgrade to Bar, in Montenegro. So
find a seat and settle in for a first-class
journey into the past. Alex Hoskins

WELCOME
to

ExploreHistory
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INF CUS
St Basil’s Cathedral, 

Moscow, Russia

Commissioned by Ivan the Terrible in 
1552, St Basil’s Cathedral stands out 
as one of the most colourful iconic 
buildings in the world. Standing in 
Red Square in Moscow, the building 
was ordered as a celebration of Ivan’s 
capturing of the Tatar territory of 
Kazan, which took place on the Feast 
of the Intercession of the Virgin. As 
such, St Basil’s is officially called the 
Intercession Cathedral. 
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INF CUS
Minack Theatre, 

Porthcurno, England

The iconic Cornish Minack Theatre’s 
Roman inspiration is not difficult to 
see, but its history actually begins 
in the early 20th century. The site 
is the brainchild of Rowena Cade, 
born in 1893 in Derbyshire. Cade 
purchased the Minack headland 
where the theatre stands for just 
£100 after the First World War. The 
very first production was, fittingly, 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest in 1932.
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INF CUS
The Lady And The 
Unicorn, Musée de 

Cluny, Paris, France

Regarded as the ‘Mona Lisa of 
tapestries’, The Lady And The 
Unicorn consists of six panels, each 
representing a different ‘sense’. 
Touch, sound, sight, smell and taste 
are all covered, but this, the sixth 
panel, is somewhat more enigmatic. 
Called Á Mon Seul Désir (or, To My 
Only Desire), the Lady is smiling and 
either placing her necklace in, or 
removing it from, a chest. Does it 
depict a sixth sense? Or perhaps a 
calm control of her senses? 
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Tintagel
Bruce Denney

“Tintagel 

Castle in 

Cornwall has 

breathtaking 

views – the 

alleged links to King Arthur 

make it even more exciting.”

Pantheon
Elly Rewcastle

“The 

Pantheon 

is a pretty 

remarkable 

sight on just 

a normal day, but the way 

the Ancient Roman temple 

looked under a full moon, 

contrasting against busy 

Italian nightlife was simply 

beautiful. It’s not hard to 

fall in love with a city that’s 

as stunning as Rome.” 

INF CUS

YOUR PICTURES

Send your photos of
 incredible places to 

explorehistory@imagine-publishing.co.uk

Tweet @ExploreHistory_ or 

Head to our Facebook page

@

Duomo di Pisa
Amy Metcalf

“As well as visiting the 

Leaning Tower of Pisa, I would 

recommend taking a tour around 

the vast Pisa Cathedral next to 

it. It has beautiful mosaics inside”

012
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Palacio Real
Nikki Cutler 

“It’s so easy to spend a whole 

day walking around the 

beautiful Palacio Real in 

Madrid, and the outside is 

just as beautiful as inside!”

YOUR PICTURES
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EALED: 

eathing new life 
into the Tomb of Jesus
Christian denominations come together to begin the first restoration 
work in 200 years on Jerusalem’s Church of the Holy Sepulchre

photographs. “We equally decided the required 

renovation was necessary to be done, so we 

agreed upon it,” said the Reverend Samuel 

Aghoyan in a statement. 

The structure that currently stands on 

the site dates from 1810, the last time that 

signifi cant work was carried out at the site, as 

the church had to be rebuilt following a fi re. 

The church today is one of Jerusalem’s holiest 

Christian structures.

The restoration work is headed up by 

professors from the National Technical 

University of Athens and is being carried out by 

a team of experts from Greece who have also 

A$4 million project aiming to 

restore the church that stands 

over the spot traditionally 

thought to be the burial and 

resurrection place of Jesus Christ is under 

way. The project focuses on the Edicule, an 

ancient chamber that is, according to Christian 

belief, located directly above the area where 

the body of Jesus was anointed and buried. 

The Edicule is an ornate chamber, decorated 

with oil lamps, columns and candles, where 

Christians come to refl ect on their beliefs. 

The beginning of the project sees the 

rivalries between diff erent denominations, 

ISCOVERIES
RTHING THE LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS, BIG EVENTS & MORE

which had previously delayed the work, set 

aside in favour of making headway. The Greek 

Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Armenian 

Churches each have responsibility for diff erent 

areas of the church, but have not always 

worked together towards the goal of restoring 

the building. In 2008, a brawl between Greek 

Orthodox and Armenian monks was reported. 

But, when the Israeli police shut the building 

briefl y due to concerns over its structural 

integrity, the need to come together became 

clear. Before the work began, in May 2016, 

clerics from the denominations involved with 

the church shook hands and stood together for 

The Edicule is at the 

centre of the church 

in Jerusalem 

The ornate exterior 

of the Edicule 

chamber
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DISCOVERIES

worked on the Acropolis, and have completed 

similar restoration projects on several 

Byzantine churches. 

The main areas of work include cleaning 

the stone inside the church using cotton swabs 

and a soap-water solution, and airbrushing 

dirt away where it has accumulated over the 

centuries. Naturally, the challenge facing the 

restorers is weighty and intricate, with two 

centuries of water, candle smoke and humidity 

exposure to contend with. 

There will also be improvements made to 

the structure of the church itself, including 

strengthening the columns within the Edicule, ©
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.
re-attaching the marble cladding on the 

exterior, and repairing a fracture within the 

original rock of the building. The restoration 

work is scheduled to fi nish in spring 2017. 

The fi nancing of the project was sourced 

from the three denominations and various 

benefactors, with a signifi cant donation of 

$1.3 million from philanthropist Mica Ertegun. 

King Abdullah of Jordan also made a personal 

donation, recalling the time until 1967, when 

Jordan was in charge of Jersualem’s Old City. 

The Arab-Israeli War ended this, but Jordan 

has continued to help safeguard holy sites in 

the Old City. 

Alleged 

site of 

original 

tomb

Inhumation 

Chamber

Current church

Golgotha’s 

Rock

Slope (demolished in the 4th
century in order to build the church)

How the Church of the Holy Sepulchre has evolved 
from a rocky terrain to site of worship

Where is the original tomb? 

A 12th century 

depiction of the 

burial of Christ

Experts from the 

University of Athens  

examine the site 



This year’s annual 

International 

Jousting & Medieval 

Tournament Week is 

in its ninth year, and celebrating 

a landmark as it hosts its fi rst 

female jouster, as well as a 

female Knight Marshall to cast 

a judging eye. The tournament 

week runs from 26 – 31 July 2016. 

It is the world’s longest event of 

its kind, and an opportunity for 

Europe’s best jousters to compete 

for the title of champion. 

The female jouster who will be 

bringing girl power to the event 

is Marie Baron, competing for 

the Kingdom of France alongside 

her partner, Luc Petillot. Kyle 

Van Dolah-Evans will be the 

fi rst female Knight Marshall, and 

provide the voice of authority and 

fi nal say on all competitions. 

Arundel’s castle manager, 

Bryan McDonald said: “The 

atmosphere of our Jousting and 

Medieval Tournament Week is 

simply electric, I can’t think of 

any way to better describe the 

passion, excitement and skill that 

is palpable throughout the event. 

We are proud to host the world’s 

longest tournament of its kind 

once again this year, and delighted 

to see two women taking such 

prominent roles. I cannot wait to 

see who will be crowned victors 

this year!”

Competing countries are the 

current champions, the Kingdoms 

of England and France, Poland, 

and a fi rst appearance at the event 

from the Kingdom of Norway, with 

high hopes for success.

Promising plenty of drama 

and excitement, tickets and more 

information can be found at 

www.arundelcastle.org.

Gleaming armour and colourful livery bring the Medieval sport alive 
in England’s countryside this summer

World’s greatest jousters
compete at Arundel

Fiestas Patrias, 28 – 29 July

To mark the anniversary of Peru’s independence

from Spain in 1821, parties are held across the

whole country.

Festival Interceltique, 5 – 14 August

This festival in Lorient, Brittany, celebrates Celtic

communities across the world. This year, it is

focused on Australia.

Drachenstich-Festspiele, 5 – 21 August

This traditional folk spectacle is held in Furth,

Bavaria. The 500-year-old event re-enacts the

slaying of a dragon.

EuropeanMedieval Festival, Denmark,

26 – 27 August

Horsens hosts this trip into medieval Europe. It

includes music, crafts and entertainment.

M O R E  E V E N T S  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D 
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After the Battle of the Norwegian Sea, 
NATO is determined to invade Eastern 
Europe. 

As the Army of the Danube assembles, 
the United States gathers a massive 

Meanwhile the struggle between the 

In A Different 
1990...



What do you need tomake sure your next expedition

goes smoothly? Here’s a selection of the latest

accessories for your knapsack

Kitvision 
Escape 

Waterproof Action 
Camera 4KW

The Kitvision Escape camera is great for 

those wanting to record any experience 

for posterity. With 4K video and Wi-Fi 

connectivity allowing control from a 

remote app, it has it all. 

Price: £149.99/$220 

KEEN 
UNEEK open 
air sandals 

Keen’s sandals are supportive yet 

airy for summer treks. Available for 

men and women, they offer a heel 

support, anatomical footbed and 

interlocking cords that shape to your 

foot and provide ventilation. They 

also have a grippy, flexible sole. 

Price: £79.99/$100

EXPLORER’S KNAPSACK
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Postcards 
from the Front 
by Kate J Cole

By the time World War II broke 

out, postcards were at the peak of 

popularity. This book is a collection 

of postcards sent and received by 

Tommies, and a guide to researching 

and identifying your own 

postcards from the time. 

Price: £14.99/$20

English 
Heritage Blue 
Plaques app 

This app celebrates 150 years of the 

Blue Plaque scheme, shedding light 

on places where historical figures lived. 

It shows where Karl Marx, Virginia 

Woolf, John Logie Baird and many 

more spent their time in London. 

In 
the Land of 
Giants by

Max Adams
Historian Max Adams explores the 

landscapes and people of Medieval 

Britain, through eight walks, a sea 

voyage and a motorbike ride, in this 

book that’s part travelogue, part 

historical reconstruction. 

Price: £9.99/$13

Price: Free 

(iOS and Android)
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Ancient 13th-century
Cambodian boat

A 12.8 metre longboat that was buried

in a dry riverbed near Cambodia’s

Angkor Wat temple complex has been dated

to the 13th century. It’s the oldest boat to be

found in Cambodia, and will be used to draw

conclusions about life in the Khmer Empire.

Gold coins and four skeletons were

among the artefacts found as part of

an archaeological excavation of a ruined shop

on the outskirts of Pompeii. Italian and French

archaeologists were working on the site when

they found the bones of young people killed

by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius.

Monumental gate found
at Hippos

Excavations led by the University of

Haifa at Hippos, an archaeological site

in Israel, have uncovered a Roman gate that

they hope will help explain a bronze mask of

Pan found at the site last year – they theorise

the gate may have led to a sanctuary of Pan.

Archaeologists believe they may have found a skull bone of

the Buddha Siddhartha Gautuma

ISCOVERIES

DIG 
I S S U E S

Pompeii shop fi nds

Bone of Buddha 
unearthed in 
ancient crypt

E xcavations beneath a Buddhist 

temple in Nanjing, China, have 

unearthed what could be one 

of the most signifi cant religious 

relics of recent decades. Here, archaeologists 

found a model of a stupa, a Buddhist shrine for 

meditation, within a stone chest, with a gold 

casket buried inside. Within this gilded casket, 

they found the bone fragment. The stone chest 

that held the stupa model was covered with 

inscriptions declaring the bone’s provenance as 

being from the Buddha’s own skeleton. 

The inscriptions also tell of how the model 

in which the bone was found was created 

around the early 11th century, under the reign of 

Emperor Zhenzong, and the names of people 

who donated money towards the crafting of 

the model. An article describing the fi ndings 

was published in China in 2015, but the news 

has only recently been translated into English 

and made its way into archaeological discussion 

since its appearance in the Chinese Cultural 

Relics journal (www.eastviewpress.com/

Journals/CulturalRelics.aspx). 

The team behind the excavations on the site 

of Nanjing’s Grand Bao’en Temple were from 

the Nanjing Municipal Institute of Archaeology. 

It is not yet known whether the bone is, as 

the chest claims, that of the Buddha, but no 

matter what its true origin, it retains immense 

signifi cance as a relic of ancient Chinese culture 

and religion. The report on the bone did not 

speculate as to the likelihood of the bone’s 

true origins. For now, Buddhist monks have 

interred the bone at Qixia Temple as a gesture 

of respect. 

ABOVE Nanjing, capital of the Jiangsu province in China, the

city where the artefact was discovered ©
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My favourite places
Sam Willis
Historian and traveller of the Silk 
Road, Dr Sam Willis tells us about 
the best places he’s visited recently

TINTAGEL CASTLE
Tintagel is my favourite castle. It’s a Cornish 

castle that isn’t really a castle but wants to 

be seen as one and is visited by thousands 

as a castle – even though it isn’t a castle! 

– but will always be considered to be a 

castle. Sort that one out! No other castle 

manages to challenge your assumptions 

more effectively.

WEWELSBURG CASTLE
The last castle I visited was Wewelsberg 

Castle in Germany. It was Heinrich 

Himmler’s private castle during World War 

II and, for a time, the headquarters of the 

SS. The Nazis tried to destroy it at the end 

of the war under Himmler’s orders but they 

failed, leaving an extraordinary glimpse into 

the curious Germanic fantasies of Himmler.

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM
The Imperial War Museum in London 

was the last museum I visited. I was at the 

museum to film a piece on drug taking 

by the Allies in World War II and while I 

was there, explored the history of their 

emergency survival packs, which included 

fascinating additions such as pills that could 

keep a person awake for days.

SAN FRANCISCO
I’ve only been there once but if I had to 

pick a favourite city anywhere in the world 

I would pick San Francisco. I really loved it 

there. It’s a city perched on the edge of a 

wilderness, by the sea, and it has a fabulous 

mixed cultural heart. Plus, it’s all topped off 

with classic Californian sunshine and music. 

It’s awesome.

MUSEUM OF BRITISH SURFING
The Museum of British Surfing in Bude, 

Cornwall, has to be my favourite small 

museum. It’s a truly wonderful place where 

you can explore the culture of a sport that 

is close to my heart, in a location that is also 

close to my heart. Everyone should go, even 

if (or especially if) you are uninterested in 

surfing and know nothing about Cornwall.

NORTH TYNE VALLEY
The North Tyne river valley is one area to 

see that you might not have thought of. 

If you head to Chester’s Fort on Hadrian’s 

Wall near Hexham, and then go north from 

there you’ll find it. It has got the history 

of the Romans and the Picts, plus vast 

wilderness and beauty – you certainly won’t 

be disappointed.

“WWII emergency 
survival packs 

included pills that 
could keep a person 

awake for days”

The Silk Road, a three-part 

documentary programme 

starring Dr Sam Willis 

is available to buy and 

watch on Amazon Video 

and the BBC Store now. 
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LINDISFARNE

The  shores of Lindisfarne had no 
defence against the elements or 
invaders. It had never needed them. The 
walls surrounding the priory in 793 were 

for the purpose of containing livestock, not for keeping 
Norsemen out. When the Scandinavian invaders reared 
their heads, in longships sailing on the North Sea, 
Lindisfarne learned a lesson that was to ring out through 
Anglo-Saxon Britain: prepare for the fury of the Vikings.

But the story of Lindisfarne began over a century 
before the Viking raid for which it is best known. It began 
with an exiled prince named Oswald who was preparing 
to fi ght for his kingdom. On the eve of the Battle of 
Heavenfi eld (633/4), he called down God’s blessing on 
his small war band. Oswald received it. The next day, he 
was victorious. Oswald defeated and killed Cadwallon 
of Gwynedd and reclaimed the realm that his father had 
lost. The king had returned.

Now a ruler, Oswald lost no time in sending back to 
Iona for priests and monks to bring his people to have 
faith in the God who had brought him victory. But, fi rst 
time around, it didn’t work out so well: Bishop Corman 
returned to Iona, disgruntled, complaining that the 
English were, “…an ungovernable people of an obstinate 
and barbarous temperament.” 

Rather than give up, Iona sent Aidan to Oswald, and 
the king gave Aidan a base for his mission: Lindisfarne.

After the Romans left, Britain split into many small 
kingdoms as the native Britons slowly retreated before 
the advance of the incoming Anglo-Saxons. This was a 
slow-motion conquest, taking centuries, and Oswald’s 
ancestor, Ida, had launched the northern line of attack 
when he took the stronghold of Bamburgh in the middle 
of the 6th century. Oswald’s father, King Æthelfrith, had 
hugely expanded the kingdom of Northumbria’s power 
at the start of the 7th century, only to be killed in battle 
– by his brother-in-law. With Oswald’s uncle Edwin in 
charge, Oswald’s mother thought it better to go into exile 
to the sea-spanning kingdom of Dal Riada (present-day 
Argyll and County Antrim). Oswald grew up amid the 
sea lochs and islands of the north west, becoming fl uent 
in Old Irish. Most importantly, for the future of England, 
he sailed a currach (traditional boat with animal hides 
stretched over a wooden frame) to Iona. Here, Oswald 
embraced the religion of the people his ancestors had 
displaced: Christianity.

Christianity in Ireland had developed in a land never 
conquered by the Roman Empire, a country entirely 
without the towns that provided bases for bishops 
elsewhere. In response, Irish Christianity established 
itself around monasteries, with bishops often also acting 
as abbots. Aidan himself was both abbot and bishop, but 
he arrived in Northumbria with one disadvantage: he 
didn’t speak the language. While he learned it, Oswald 

England's Bloodiest Viking Raid
The tidal island of Lindisfarne can claim to be the single 

most important sacred site in England. But it was here 
that the first significant Viking raid on Britain took place
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acted as his interpreter. One imagines that having the 
king act as translator must have aided Aidan’s initial 
missionary effort considerably.

But an early Medieval king was peripatetic, travelling 
with his court to royal estates throughout his kingdom 
and consuming the food renders that were the chief forms 
of taxation. With Oswald so often away, it was down to 
Aidan to spread the new word.

He did this through a mixture of stringent self-
discipline, coupled with open-handed generosity. As a 
member of the nobility, Aidan was entitled to ride a horse 
– but, when he was given a fine and expensive horse by 
the king, he promptly gave it away to the first poor man 
he passed, claiming that no horse, however expensive, 
was worth as much as a man in need. The self-discipline 
he possessed was also evident in the monastery Aidan 
built on Lindisfarne. Surrounded by a ditch and bank, 
Aidan’s monastery contained only those buildings 
strictly necessary. There was a church, made of wood 
and thatched, a cemetery, basic accommodation for the 
monks, and the workshops and sheds necessary for the 
other great work of early Medieval monasteries: book 
production. Even royal guests had to rough it.

Aidan worked for 17 years from his base at Lindisfarne 
to spread the new faith. Having learned to speak Old 
English, he spoke with whoever he met on his travels 

ABOVE The two sites of the DigVentures excavations shown in 

relation to the modern-day priory ruins

BELOW The ruins of the 12th-century priory with the spectacular 

unsupported rainbow arch at the centre

LINDISFARNE
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through the kingdom. After Aidan died (31 August 651), 
simmering controversy over when to celebrate Easter 
came to a head. Developing in relative isolation, the 
Irish church had come to calculate the date of Easter 
differently from the rest of the church, with the result 
that King Oswiu (Oswald’s brother, who reigned after 
him) might be fasting while his queen, who followed the 
Roman method, was celebrating. Such disunity in the 
royal household could not continue and, at a synod held in 
Whitby in 664, Oswiu decided for Rome. 

Those monks at Lindisfarne who would not accept the 
changes returned to Iona. But to ease the Northumbrian 
church into these new ways, Oswiu installed Cuthbert 
as prior of Lindisfarne. Cuthbert, reported to have the 
gift of healing, ran the monastery and was a keen and 
popular missionary, though in later life he felt drawn to 

the spiritual calling of hermitage. After some ten years in 
solitude, he was persuaded back to become a bishop, and 
travelled extensively in his two years in the role. After 
death, he was sainted and his remains moved to Durham 
for safekeeping following the pillaging of the Vikings. 

With the backing and protection of the kings of 
Northumbria, the monks of Lindisfarne seeded daughter 
monasteries through the north east: Whitby, Melrose, 
Jarrow and Wearmouth, Ripon. Although the political 
strength of Northumbria lessened in the 8th century, 
the Northumbrian church entered a cultural golden age, 
producing extraordinary works such as the Lindisfarne 

Gospels, the vernacular poetry of Cædmon, not to 
mention Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English 

People, without which our knowledge of the era would be 
bare indeed.

Lindisfarne Castle Standing on a 27-metre high lump of dolerite, Lindisfarne 

Castle now provides the dramatic backdrop to the island

Henry VIII commissioned the first fortifications 

on the site of today’s castle, but it was during the 

reign of Elizabeth I that the castle was built. Its 

garrison was ready to guard the harbour below against 

incursions from Scotland. Even after the accession 

of James I united England and Scotland under one 

crown, the garrison was maintained at some strength: 

a captain, two master gunners, one master’s mate and 

20 soldiers.

 The castle’s best-known captain was Captain Rugg. 

A visitor in 1635 wrote of Captain Rugg that he was, 

“…as famous for his generous and free entertainment 

of strangers as for his great bottle nose, which is the 

largest I have seen.” In fact, every visitor to the fort 

seems to have remarked upon Captain Rugg’s nose.

 During the English Civil War, the castle’s 

commander, Captain Batton, held the stronghold for 

the Parliamentarians, despite being besieged for long 

periods; in 1649, a relief force arrived just in time to 

stop the garrison being starved into surrender.

 In 1715, with the garrison reduced to seven, a certain 

Lancelot Errington, captain of a ship anchored in the 

harbour, called at the castle for a shave. All done, he 

left, only to return with his nephew, Mark, because, he 

said he had lost his watch. Once inside, the pair drew 

their pistols and, crying, “Damn you, the castle is our 

own,” pushed the garrison out at gunpoint and raised 

the flag of James, the Old Pretender. 

 The castle was soon retaken and the Erringtons were 

put in prison. But the intrepid pair escaped and, after 

hiding for nine days in a pea stack, they made good 

their getaway.

 In 1902, Edward Hudson, the founder of Country 

Life magazine, leased the island’s deserted castle and 

asked the architect Edwin Lutyens to make a home 

within its walls. Many of the rich and famous of the day 

came to stay, although some were distinctly unkind 

about their host (he was said to be “a pathetically 

dreary figure”). Others, particularly the children, 

loved the freedom of castle and island, including one 

Billy Congreve who later became the first man to be 

awarded the Military Cross, the Distinguished Service 

Order and a posthumous Victoria Cross during the 

Battle of the Somme.

 The National Trust took over the castle in 1944. 

INSET The castle, with the priory 

seen behind, standing steadfast 

during stormy weather

The castle makes for a striking 

view whatever the weather
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Sailing

The first Viking attack on 

Lindisfarne happened in 793. This 

raid was probably undertaken by 

Norse warriors, heading south 

from their bases on the Faroes and 

Orkneys in search of easy pickings. 

A relatively undefended island 

monastery was the ideal target.

Defiance

Although the monks left Lindisfarne in 

the 830s, the discovery of carved stones 

from the late 8th through to the 10th 

centuries show that people were still 

given Christian burial on the island.

Vulnerability

The wall, ditch and bank that 

surrounded the community 

were not so much for 

protection but to keep the 

livestock upon which the 

monks depended, for writing 

materials as much as for food, 

from wandering off.

Burning

The Vikings burned as 

well as plundered. A year 

later, the monasteries at 

Monkwearmouth and Jarrow 

were attacked; excavations at 

the site show the flames were 

hot enough to melt glass.

Pillaging

As the most sacred site in 

England, and with the relics 

of St Cuthbert protecting 

them, the monks of 

Lindisfarne could not have 

expected such a devastating 

attack to occur. 

Enslaving

People were as valuable as gold and 

jewels to the raiders. The Vikings were 

slave traders, taking women to use as 

concubines and men as slave labourers. 

Excavations have found the iron neck 

collars that were the mark of a slave.

Assault of the Vikings
Lindisfarne was the victim of the first significant Viking raid 

in the British Isles, in 793. Here’s how they did it

“Lindisfarne must have seemed like it was a    
help-yourself buff et to the Viking scouts”
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Sited on an island, with defences consisting only of 
a ditch and bank, Lindisfarne must have seemed like 
a help-yourself buff et to the scouts for the fi rst Viking 
attack. They duly helped themselves in a bloody attack, 
reaping a harvest of the precious vessels, books (for the 
jewelled covers alone – they weren’t interested in the 
contents), and people, to sell at the Viking slave markets. 
It was 8 June 793 and the Viking Age was just beginning, 
bringing with it savagery the likes of which Lindisfarne 
had never seen. 

The shock of the sacking of Lindisfarne, the most holy
site in Britain, reverberated through Europe among the
dispersed scholarly Northumbrians who were spreading
the fruits of a century of scholarship through the
kingdoms of north-west Europe.

Alcuin, who was helping kick-start the Carolingian
Renaissance at the court of Charlemagne, wrote of his
shock and horror when he heard the news: “Pagans have
desecrated God’s sanctuary, shed the blood of saints
around the altar; laid waste the house of our hope and
trampled the bodies of saints like dung in the streets.”
Alcuin also posited that the attack was the revenge of
God, displeased with the human sin. He even wrote to
Higbald, bishop of Lindisfarne at the time, to ask if he
could think of any such guilt that might have brought the
attack upon the island.

Alcuin then wrote to the king of Northumbria,
Æthelred, expressing his own theory that the excesses of

the people were to blame: “Consider carefully, brothers, 
and examine diligently, lest perchance this unaccustomed 
and unheard-of evil was merited by some unheard-of evil 
practice… Consider the dress, the way of wearing the hair, 
the luxurious habits of the princes and people.” 

But these attacks became more widespread across 
Britain, leading to Viking settlements across the land, the 
most signifi cant being York. Further attacks throughout 
the early 9th century led most of the monks to abandon 
Holy Island. They moved to Norham on the River Tweed 
around 830 before finally abandoning any thought 
of returning to Lindisfarne in 875. The monks of the 
community, carrying their holy relics – in particular the 
remains of St Cuthbert – settled fi rst at Chester-le-Street 
before moving to Durham.

Still conscious of the link with their fi rst foundation, 
the monks at Durham set about re-establishing 
themselves on Lindisfarne when it was safe, in the early 
12th century. The church, whose remains we see today, 
was completed around 1150. Monks were seconded to 
Lindisfarne from Durham for two or three years but, with 
the outbreak of continuing, intermittent war between 
England and Scotland after 1296, the monastery had to 
be fortified, although the monks don’t seem to have held 
much of an armoury: just three lances, one helmet, one 
breastplate and one pair of iron gloves in 1362. 

When Henry VIII declared himself head of the church 
in England, the cash-strapped monarch suppressed the 

ABOVE A statue of St 

Cuthbert, north of the 

priory at Lindisfarne

ABOVE The 793 massacre of Christians 

at Lindisfarne is often regarded as the 

beginning of the Viking Age

RIGHT TOP St Mark is one of the four 

Gospels written and drawn entirely by one 

Lindisfarne monk, Eadfrith

RIGHT BOTTOM St Matthew, another of the 

Gospels, was translated from Latin into Old 

English in the mid-10th century

BELOW A statue of St 

Cuthbert at the priory 

ruins, by Fenwick Lawson
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country’s monasteries in a land grab only equalled, in 
English history, by William the Conqueror. Lindisfarne 
was closed in 1537. The building was not dismantled at 
once, but when the lead was taken from its roof around 
1613, it fell into the romantic but ruinous state of today.

For all of this storied history, it was from Lindisfarne 
that Christianity had spread. The example and teaching 
of men like Aidan and Cuthbert, and women like Hilda, 
abbess of Whitby, was crucial in this conversion, yet 
the site of Lindisfarne’s original monastery, where it 
had begun – possibly the most significant building in 
England’s religious history – had been entirely lost. 

That is, until now. DigVentures, a team of professional 
archaeologists who run excavations open to everyone, 
online or with trowel in hand, successfully crowdfunded 
a dig on Holy Island between 13 and 26 June 2016 to 
try to find the location of Aidan’s monastery. Dr David 
Petts, lecturer at University of Durham, had carried out 
an extensive geophysical survey of the island, which 
suggested two possible locations of the early monastery.

It looks like they hit on something particularly 
significant: an extremely rare Anglo-Saxon name stone. 
The stone’s discovery, among rubble structures and 
human burials, along with another fragmented burial 
marker, strongly suggests that this area was part of the 
original monastic complex.

“This is really, distinctively, diagnostically, proper 
Cuthbertian period Anglo-Saxon,” said Dr Petts. “There’s 
been a few found here, and a handful of other locations. 
It’s unimpeachable evidence for Anglo-Saxon activity.”

The stone has been preliminarily dated to between
650 and 750, putting it right in the period of Lindisfarne’s
first monastery.

On the other side of the village, excavations uncovered
evidence of Medieval fishing industries, along with a
fragment of bone comb that has been dated to the 10th or
11th centuries.  

This places the bone comb in the period after the
monks had fled the Viking attacks, but before they
returned in the 12th century to build the ‘new’ priory.
Whether or not it belonged to a monk or someone else

The Lindisfarne Gospels

The Lindisfarne Gospels were written 

towards the end of the 7th century. 

Their 258 pages (which would have 

required the unblemished skin of 

150 calves to make) contain the four 

Gospels, introductory material and a 

line-by-line translation of the original 

Latin into Old English, which was 

added in the mid-10th century. 

The translator, Aldred, added a 

colophon saying who had done what 

in producing the Gospels. Almost 

unbelievably, one monk, Eadfrith 

(who would later go on to become 

the bishop of Lindisfarne) had written 

and drawn all of the material within. 

Most early Medieval manuscripts were 

created by whole teams of monks, so 

could one man really have done all of 

this himself? 

Recent work has confirmed what 

Aldred has said: the Gospels really are 

the work of one man, although other, 

named monks bound the book and 

covered it.

The Gospels were written “for God 

and St Cuthbert and for all the saints 

whose relics are in the island”. They 

are on display at the British Library 

and can be seen online through the 

library’s Turning the Pages function 

(www.bl.uk); the heritage centre on 

Lindisfarne has an electronic facsimile.

The Lindisfarne Gospels are the most exquisite product of Northumbria’s Golden 

Age – the most vivid of testimonies to the faith of the period

living on the island isn’t clear, but a few historical sources 
do suggest that not all of the survivors fled and that life 
continued on the island in the intervening years. This 
provides a small glimpse into the lives of those who 
stayed. The Medieval bone comb that DigVentures found 
shows that not everything ended when the Vikings came. 
But much certainly did. 

DigVentures will return to Lindisfarne in July 2017 to 
continue their excavations. The dig will be crowdfunded 
again so you can sign up for updates at digventures.com.

RIGHT The findings of the  

DigVentures excavations, 

including bone remnants

ABOVE The remains of the 

priory building that was built 

in the 12th century, as they 

stand today
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Essential information
Where Lindisfarne is about ten miles south

of Berwick-upon-Tweed, which has the

nearest railway station. Bus 477 runs from the

station to the island on most summer days,

but infrequently from September to May.

By car, Lindisfarne is 96 kilometres south

from Edinburgh and 112 kilometres north

from Durham. Take the A1 and turn off to

Beal. Before visiting, check the tide tables:

Lindisfarne becomes an island twice each day

and, on average, one car a month is cut off

when trying to run the tide.

When to visit Anytime – you don’t

visit Lindisfarne for the weather. But, if

staying off island, keep an eye on the tide

tables. They’re displayed at either end

of the causeway and online at: www.

northumberland.gov.uk/Highways/

Public-transport/Crossing.aspx.

Time zone GMT and BST

Currency Pounds sterling

3 things youmust see/do:

See the birds

Much of Lindisfarne is a

National Nature Reserve.

In winter, huge populations

of overwintering wildfowl

forage over the tidal flats,

including pale bellied

Brent geese, teal, wigeon,

redshank, dunlin and merlin.

Walk

Almost all the visitors to the

island go to the priory and

the castle, leaving its eastern

and northern shores almost

completely unvisited. For

some of the wildest and

emptiest vistas in Britain,

walk round the island.

For the brave

Try your hand at crossing

the pilgrim’s causeway. This

is the old, walking route to

the island, marked by poles.

But do check with locals first

and never, ever start crossing

on a rising tide: you won’t

make it.

IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

ENGLAND

WALES

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh

Newcastle

Liverpool

Cardiff
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Glasgow

Links
www.lindisfarne.org.uk/ Official website for Holy Island

www.visitnorthumberland.com/holy-island Guide to what to do and see at Lindisfarne

www.nnta.org/ Information from the North Northumberland tourism association
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Lindisfarne

“Not everything on 
the island ended 
when the Vikings 
came. But much 

certainly did”
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Giza’s Long Lost 
PHARAOH
The pharaoh Khufu may have left his mark on the world with the Great 
Pyramid, the only remaining ancient wonder of the world, but his own 

resting place remains a mystery…
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The Great Pyramid, a symbol of Ancient 
Egyptian engineering and ingenuity, 
remains one of the world’s most 
domineering structures. Standing 146.5 

metres tall, it towers above the other two pyramids of 
Giza, the Great Sphinx and the remains of the Necropolis, 
a stark reminder of just how powerful the empire of the 
Ancient Egyptians truly was.

And yet, we know very little about the man who had 
such an awe-inspiring symbol of power erected. The life 
of King Khufu has remained a subject of great fascination 
for historians and archaeologists for decades – most 
notably for the fact that the Old Kingdom monarch’s 
remains are nowhere to be found. So what happened to 
the great monarch of Ancient Egyptians? And how can 
the mysteries of the Great Pyramid be unlocked?

The son of King Sneferu, the originator of the Fourth 
Dynasty, Khufu remains a fi gure of deep historical 

mystery. Hailing from an era of Egyptian rule known as the 
Old Kingdom, he was one of many pharaohs whose exploits 
have become muddled with the passage of time. As a result, 
much of the information we have is debated to this day, but 
many historians believe he was born in around 2609 BCE. 
His full name was ‘Khnum-Khufwy’, which means ‘[the god] 
Khnum protect me’ and he came to the throne when he was 
in his twenties, following the death of his father.

Almost immediately, Khufu began orchestrating the 
construction of what would become the Great Pyramid. His 
father had also built a number of pyramids in his lifetime, 
but Khufu was determined to step out of his father’s dynasty-
founding shadow and make his true mark on the world. His 
reign lasted between 26 and 46 years, so considering the 
Great Pyramid took around 10 to 20 years to construct, it 
was a project that would defi ne his rule.

Accounts diff er as to how Khufu constructed the grand 
tomb. The Greek historian Herodotus believed Khufu 
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ABOVE Granite slab bearing 

the name of Khufu, from the 

British Museum collection

The ‘solar ship’, recovered 

from the foot of the Great 

Pyramid, was mostly in pieces 

when it was discovered

built the entire structure using indentured slaves. 
However, Herodotus’ version of the pharaoh comes to 
a questionably negative conclusion, presenting Khufu 
as a cruel despot of a leader who sold his own daughter 
into prostitution. The Westcar Papyrus also presents a 
diff erent view of Khufu; in this ancient document, the 
Fourth Dynasty ruler was a pious man, one who treated 
his subjects with kindness and embraced the nature of 
Ancient Egyptian spirituality. As such, this document 
presents Khufu as a man who hired workers to construct 
the pyramid, although such a project would have taken a 
signifi cant blow to the royal coff ers.

As with so many areas related to Khufu, the nature of 
his political dealings are patchwork in nature – however, 
a number of inscriptions and papyri have revealed that 
the monarch was often preoccupied with trade and the 
acquisition of goods. At the Wadi Maghareh in Sinai, a 
rock inscription depicts Khufu with the double crown, a 
sign of his powerful status in the region. The region was 
known for its turquoise and copper mines, two materials 
popular in Egyptian arts and construction. Khufu also 
sent envoys to trade with the Mediterranean city of 
Byblos, looking to acquire Lebanese cedar wood for 
shipbuilding and more. He was a builder king who saw 
currency in resources and raw materials.

And so Khufu would begin construction on the 
structure that has become the symbol of the entire 
breadth of the Ancient Egyptians, his crowning 
achievement as a ruler: the Great Pyramid. As mentioned 

earlier, the structure was quite the undertaking not just 
for the fact it took between one and two decades to build 
– or that a staggering 2,300,000 stone blocks were used 
to create it – but also for the jump in engineering prowess 
between the pharaohs and builders of the Third Dynasty 
and those of Khufu and the Fourth. Prior to Sneferu, the 
kings of Egypt often built small, fl at-topped tombs to 
house their bodies, but pharaohs such as Khufu had a far 
bigger titan of a structure in mind.

Records suggest Khufu’s builders, whether enslaved 
or paid, worked on the Great Pyramid some time between 
2589 and 2504 BCE, heaving over 2 million stone blocks 
weighing at least two tons each. The base of the pyramid 
covers 55,000 square metres with each side greater than 
20,000 square metres in area, making it an incredible 
sight to behold for the ancient and modern eye alike. The 
architectural innovation displayed by the Fourth Dynasty, 
seemingly emerging from nowhere, didn’t stop there 
however, with the cornerstone foundations of each side 
using a back and socket design to protect the pyramid 
from earthquakes.

Even the cement used to hold every giant stone block 
together was the product of innovation – one that modern 
engineers have failed to recreate in modern tests. And 
the fact that this substance has kept the Great Pyramid 
upright for over 2,000 years proves just how resourceful 
these Fourth Dynasty builders were. The outside of the 
pyramid that we see today wasn’t the fi nished product 
the Ancient Egyptians enjoyed in person either. Upon 

ABOVE An ivory head statue 

thought to depict Khufu, now 

on display in Germany

GIZA
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ABOVE The ring of Cheops

(Cheops is another name

used for Khufu)

The huge ‘solar ship’, now 

reconstructed, was buried with 

Khufu to carry him and his 

riches into the afterlife

GIZA

Giza’s Great Pharaohs

Khufu
For a man believed to have 

commissioned the Great Pyramid 

of Giza in his honour, the details 

surrounding the life and times of 

Khufu are somewhat incomplete. 

However, we do know that this 

pharaoh of the Fourth Dynasty 

was the second leader to rule 

in that dynasty during the Old 

Kingdom. The ancient historians 

who provide us with most of our information regarding Khufu 

often contradict one another as to the nature of his character – 

one interpretation presents him as an amicable figurehead who 

inspired the Great Pyramid, while another presents him as a vile 

man who prostituted his own daughter to make money.

Khafre 
Much like his father Khufu, 

the fourth leader of the Fourth 

Dynasty was also a man who felt 

the calling to build something as 

grand and wondrous as the Great 

Pyramid. A man who married his 

sister Meresankh III (a common 

practice in Ancient Egypt – Khufu 

himself married his own sibling), 

Khafre typified his reign by the 

sheer productivity of his construction. He had the second of the 

great pyramids built in a nearby valley and had a grand causeway 

constructed to link the two. This causeway also connected up to 

the Great Sphinx, a structure many believe bears the features of 

Khafre himself.

Menkaure 
Believed to be the son of Khafre, 

Menkaure was the fifth king of the 

Fourth Dynasty in Ancient Egypt. 

While accounts of both Khufu 

(his grandfather) and Khafre are 

mixed and often contradictory, 

historical depictions record the 

Egyptian leader as being pious and 

a strong and well-liked monarch. 

It was under his reign that the 

third and last of the Great Pyramids was constructed. It was, 

unfortunately, left incomplete at the time of his death but 

such was the goodwill felt by the people in his passing that his 

successor, Shepseskaf, oversaw the completion of the structure 

in his honour.

The Great Pyramids at Giza are testament not only to 

the ingenuity and engineering prowess of an ancient 

culture, but an almost everlasting statement from a 

handful of incredibly powerful men. The pharaohs 

were already the most powerful and spiritually pure 

beings in the kingdom, but these few weren’t satisfied 

with earthly glory – they wanted structures that would 

ensure their survival for time immemorial. From 

Khufu to Menkaure, these men would express their 

power like no other – and their mark on the world 

would live on for thousands of years.

ABOVE A statue of Sneferu, 

the father of Khufu, who built 

the Bent Pyramid

completion, the exterior of Khufu’s supposed tomb was 
layered with casing stones made of highly polished 
limestone. This made the Great Pyramid a shining 
beacon at the centre of the Egyptian realm, but its casings 
were stripped centuries later by Muslim traders following 
the end of the dynasties.

Today, Khufu’s Great Pyramid and the rest of the 
structures at Giza continue to fascinate archaeologists 
and scientists. As the last remaining ancient wonder of 
the world, great care has been taken to preserve their 
ancient identities. As such, the methods by which experts 
are reevaluating these structures has had to evolve in 
order to provide insight without causing lasting damage.

One such method includes techniques such as thermal 
scanning and ‘muon’ based radiography (muons are 
elementary particles similar to electrons, but with a 
greater mass) and are used as part of the home-grown 
Egyptian initiative ScanPyramids, which is helping us 
peer into the past like never before. “The ScanPyramids 
mission is an international scientific project that 
has been launched by the HIP (Heritage Innovation 
Preservation) Institute, the Faculty of Engineering (Cairo 
University) and the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities,” 
reveals president and co-founder Mehdi Tayoubi. “Our 
goal is to gather the best scientific teams in the world who 
have non-destructive techniques to try and ‘see’ through 
the stones rather than disturb them.”

The research is centred around the use of muons, 
whose heavier masses make them ideal for bouncing 
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The Great Pyramid may look smooth 

from afar, but its exterior has a jagged, 

stepped pattern created by the blocks of 

stone used to build it

“The Great Pyramid and its 
grand neighbours remain one 
of man’s most awe-inspiring 

achievements”

GIZA
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The Great Pyramid and the Spiral Structure theory
For well over a century, archaeologists 

and Egyptologists had a uniting theory 

regarding the construction of Khufu’s 

Great Pyramid and every other pyramid 

built in the Egyptian style – they were 

built outside, from bottom to top. 

Then French architect turned amateur 

Egyptologist Jean-Pierre Houdin came 

along, with a suggestion that explains 

many of the Great Pyramid’s internal 

features, including those mysterious 

shafts that rise from the King’s Chamber 

and the Queen’s Chamber.

Houdin believes that the Great 

Pyramid was built from within, using a 

spiral motion. The theory was begun by 

his father, but it was the younger Houdin 

who used 3D software to create a model 

of the pyramid constructed via this ‘Spiral 

Structure’ theory.

The theory states that the first 30 

per cent of the Great Pyramid was built 

using an external ramp, with a second 

ramp created within the structure to take 

it all the way to its pinnacle. This theory 

is supported by a surviving ramp that 

resides within the tomb and continues 

to form a crux of the concept. And 

those mysterious, sealed shafts that rise 

from two of the three burial chambers? 

Houdin and his fellow theorists believe 

that these were created as a means of 

checking the structural integrity of the 

pyramid as it neared completion and 

were later filled in when such fears had 

been allayed. 

BELOW Houdin’s theory 

claims that the pyramid was 

built from the inside, in an 

upward spiral

through solid objects to build up detailed images of 
the structure within. “We are using three different 
techniques involving muon radiography,” adds 
Tayoubi on the subject. “We also use laser scans and 
photogrammetry techniques to get the most accurate 3D 
model of Giza and Dashour.”

Projects such as ScanPyramids are just one of 
many new programmes created to better understand 
the internal structure of the Great Pyramid, as well as 
locating potential hidden voids or structures via a series 
of non-invasive techniques. The multi-disciplinary 
approach is one that’s walking the bleeding edge of new 
scanning technology with a number of techniques barely 
out of research laboratories before they’re employed 
in the field. And with Tayoubi and his team already on 
site at Giza studying the Great Pyramid, he’s looking 
forward to sharing their data with everyone from experts 
specialising in ancient architecture to particle physicists 
and engineers. 

“We know that we are not the first to try, but with 
ScanPyramids we want to contribute to increasing the 
knowledge we have on the pyramids with humility,” says 
Tayoubi on finding that balance between furthering our 
knowledge of Khufu’s pyramid while blazing a path for 
the use of scanning in modern archaeology. “We don’t 
know if we will find something, but our motivation is 
based on our passion and our childhood dreams. By 
using those techniques on the field we not only see the 
pyramids with a new perspective but we also give a new 
perspective to the technology that is making progress 
thanks to the magic of Egyptian heritage.”

The Great Pyramid itself is mostly solid mass, and 
while it isn’t the intricate network of chambers that films 
would have us believe, it does hold a handful of chambers 
built specifically for the pharaoh and his queen. Its only 
known interior spaces include the Descending Passage 
(the original entrance), the Ascending Passage, the 

Grand Gallery, a mysterious grotto, an equally mysterious 
subterranean chamber and the two main chambers. 
The two chambers, the King’s Chamber and the Queen’s 
Chamber are stacked on top of one another. Interestingly, 
a great deal of historians believe the Queen’s Chamber 
never did, nor was it ever intended to, house a queen but 
simply represented the pharaoh’s right to bear one both in 
life and in death. 

So what of its contents? A tomb built for a king would 
surely be overflowing with riches to carry him to the 
afterlife? Sadly, the reality is far less glittering. In the 
ninth century, long after the death of Ancient Egypt, a 
young Arab caliph by the name of Abdullah Al Mamun 
thirsted for knowledge of the world. He wanted to map 
the lands beyond his kingdom and believed he would find 
the beginning of his destiny in the King’s Chamber of the 
Great Pyramid at Giza. He and his men opened the tomb 
and entered the chamber, only to find it picked bare, with 
an equally empty coffin. It seems thieves had already had 
their way with the posthumous wealth of the once great 
pharaoh, and spirited away his earthly remains to boot.

It’s a mystery that’s bloomed ever since, branching 
out with even more questions and theories. Why would 
someone remove the body of a long dead king? Why are 
there no references to Khufu anywhere in the chamber? 
Was the Great Pyramid ever truly his? Such speculation 
has produced many a theory as to the true location of 
Khufu’s body, including the possibility that his remains 
were removed by his priests (either those pledged to him 
shortly after his demise or those following the death cult 
that flourished in his name during the 24th Dynasty) in 
order to protect them from grave robbers and raiders. 
This theory – and it is only a theory, since we have no 
evidence to support or dismiss it – alludes to a potential 
second sacred site that remains untouched to this day.

One of the other popular theories suggests Khufu’s 
remains are actually still in the Great Pyramid, 

GIZA
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Queen’s Chamber

The inside of the Pyramid contained 

three separate burial chambers. 

One was buried underground, the 

Queen’s Chamber was above that 

and the King’s Chamber on the 

top. The Queen’s Chamber never 

actually housed a queen.

King’s Chamber

The location of King Khufu’s 

body remains unknown. The 

most widely accepted theory 

is that his bed chamber was 

plundered by tomb raiders and 

his corpse removed.

Secret chambers?

Back in 2004, a pair of French amateur 

archeologists claimed they had found 

a secret chamber in the Great Pyramid, 

but the Egyptian government never 

granted them permission to proceed.

Vast resources

The resources required to build 

the Great Pyramid of Khufu were 

vast – around 2.3 million stone 

blocks were used to construct it 

and each one weighed up to 15 

tons each.

Subterranean 
chamber

A great vessel (known as the 

‘solar ship’) was excavated from 

the foot of the Great Pyramid in 

1954 and remains the largest of 

its kind in the world.

GRAND GALLERY

ENTRANCE

RELIEVING CHAMBERS

WELL SHAFT

ANTECHAMBER

VENTILATION SHAFTS

GIZA

Chambers of the Great Pyramid
The Great Pyramid is the centrepiece of the complex at 

Giza. The dominating landmark was constructed from over 

2 million stone blocks, weighing between two and 15 tons 

each. It is the last standing, and the largest, of the seven 

ancient wonders of the world, and its existence gives us a 

glimpse into the vast empire of Ancient Egypt under King 

Khufu. This is the inside of the Pyramid as we know it now, 

but it is possible that the ScanPyramids team will find 

something new – particularly in light of the mysterious heat 

anomalies detected at the site in 2015.
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surreptitiously contained within a secret chamber that’s 
yet to be discovered. It’s one of many possibilities that 
Mehdi Tayoubi and his team at ScanPyramids are hoping 
to investigate, with the help of others.

“Unfortunately, we’re not archaeologists,” admits 
Tayoubi. “Our scientifi c process is designed to scan the 
pyramids on a wide scale and is pushing the limits of 
the technology. If there is a void then other disciplines 
will tell us why this void exists through their historical 
architectural knowledge. We can compare our approach 
to what is happening when an Egyptologist asks a 
forensic scientist to look at a mummifi ed body through a 
medical scanner. It’s a collaborative process – if we can 
determine that no chambers contain any irregularities 
that could be perceived as a coff er, the search for Khufu 
can continue elsewhere. It’s a mystery that no one 
discipline can solve.”

That’s not to say ScanPyramids is done with the Great 
Pyramid and the other two structures at Giza. Much like 
the rest of the archaeological community, the absence 
of concrete answers only fuels the desire to learn more. 
Take the strange heat anomalies that were discovered by 
a separate survey team back in 2015 – a new mystery to 
join the many that already exist.

Tayoubi and his team are focused on this new Great 
Pyramid conundrum as well. “We don’t know quite what’s 
causing these heat patches yet, but we are now working 
with the muons telescopes from the outside of the 
structure to better understand those areas,” he adds. “We 
also run a multiple 24-hour infrared survey – our goal is 
to register for a long period the diff erence of temperatures 
to eliminate the eff ects of outside elements such as 
wind. This mission is about long-term statistics and 
measurements. The Great Pyramid may well have been 
built more than 4,000 years ago so a one year mission is 
really the minimum to better understand them.”

And so Tayoubi is only looking to the future as 
ScanPyramids tries to refi ne and innovate as it continues 
to dissect the contents of what may or may not be Khufu’s 
grand monument. “Our process is very cautious, and 
progress is only made step by step,” he muses. “Each day 
we are making progress with the techniques needed to 
really understand this structure. For example, at the 
beginning of our time in Giza the chemical emulsion we 
used to scan with was only able to be exposed for a total of 
40 days (mainly because of the humidity and temperature 
of the Egyptian air). Now we have a new emulsion 
that can be exposed for more than 60 days – now we 
can record more muon tracks and get more accurate 
muography images with more statistics.”

So whether you travel to Giza as a tourist or an 
academic, the Great Pyramid and its grand neighbours 
remain one of man’s most awe-inspiring achievements. 
Through its near eternal monuments, a long-dead culture 
continues to preside over its modern descendants like 
silent guardians. Whether the Great Pyramid truly was 
Khufu’s fi nal resting place or not, the murky political 
machinations of the past can’t diminish the majesty of 
this wonder of the world.

E X P L O R E R’ S E S S E N T I A L S

T H E  G R E AT  P Y R A M I D

Essential information
Where The Pyramids at Giza are an awe-

inspiring sight, with three separate structures

of decreasing size, the Great Sphinx and the

ruins of the causeway and Necropolis. Most

camel rides will lead to the entrance of the

Great Pyramid. Be prepared for a bit of a

workout – the path through the tunnels of the

grand tomb can be a real climb.

When to visit The winter months are

generally considered the best time to visit

the Great Pyramid, especially for those that

want to avoid the sun. It can still be quite

warm in the day, but temperatures drop at

night, so pack a jacket if you plan to be out

and about in the evening.

Time zone UTC +2:00

Currency Egyptian pound

Need to know

Set fares on taxis

If you’re not taking a

predetermined tour with

coaches you’ll need to take

a taxi to get to the Giza

Plateau. The Pyramids are

the most lucrative source

of tourism and they will try

to hike up prices once you

arrive, so be sure to set the

price before you set off.

Get a camel ride early on

Camel rides form a huge

part of the tourism trade

at Giza, so be prepared to

be approached by touts

often. The best thing to do is

secure a ride early into your

visit – it can cost around 150

Egyptian pounds (£13/$16)

and provides an opportunity

for holiday snaps.

Take plenty of water

It may sound a little obvious,

but whether you’re visiting

in high summer or in the

clutches of winter, Giza

is still shrouded in North

African heat. Water can be

very expensive on site so

pack plenty of bottles in your

bag to ensure you’re never

caught short.

EGYPT

JORDAN

ISRAEL

SAUDI
ARABIA

Amman
Jerusalem

Cairo

Alexandria

Links
en.egypt.travel/attraction/index/giza-plateau Official site of the Egyptian Tourism Board

www.touregypt.net/featurestories/pyramidtours.htm Information for touring Egypt

www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions-/pyramids-of-giza-egy-giza-giza.htm The 

PlanetWare Tourism Guide to Giza
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Versailles is hailed as one of the world’s most beautiful 
buildings, however, behind its luxurious facade, Louis 

XIV hid a world of scandal, power and control

Today the name Versailles is associated 
with opulence and splendour. To walk 
through the gilded halls and gleaming 
rooms is to experience a world of grandeur 

that is seldom seen anywhere. The palace itself, and 
the stunning gardens that surround it, are commonly 
believed to be among the most beautiful man-made 
structures in the world. Versailles, however, was not 
always like this – it began life as a modest hunting lodge 
made of brick and stone in a small, virtually unknown 
village with a tiny population. It was the ambition of just 
one man that saw it flourish into the gem it is today. 

Louis XIV was a miracle child. His parents had 
experienced multiple stillbirths and his mother was 37 
years old when he was finally born alive and well. Louis 
was immediately hailed as a gift from God himself, and 
his mother was quick to instil this belief within her son. 
It was due to his close, affectionate relationship with his 
mother that when, at 16, he finally became king in his 
own right, without his mother as regent, he thoroughly 
believed he had been placed there by the divinity of God. 

However, Louis’ childhood had been anything but 
stable – when he was just nine years old, the Paris 
Parlement had rebelled against the crown and catapulted 
France into a long and bloody civil war - the Fronde. 
The young dauphin had firsthand experience of the 
horrors this unleashed upon his country, and he himself 
experienced humiliation and fear because of it. The chaos 
of the Fronde undoubtedly left an impression upon Louis, 
and when he became king, he was determined to prevent 
his country falling into such discord and rebellion again. 
His plan to maintain control all centred on a modest 
hunting lodge in Versailles. 

Louis was already fond of Versailles – he spent many 
happy childhood days there, away from the confines of 
Paris, and held many parties there with dignitaries and 
friends. However, he discovered the modest lodge was not 
large enough to accommodate all his guests, so in 1664, 
Louis ordered alterations to the palace that would allow 
enough space for 600 people. This may come across as 
the actions of a irresponsible young king, eager to impress 
his friends, but already at this point, Louis’s designs 

VERSAILLES
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ABOVE The instantly

recognisable Hall of Mirrors

at Versailles has endured as

a symbolic representation of

the Sun King

RIGHT Louis centralised the

French government, which

prevented them from creating

regional power

for Versailles were far greater than a mere party venue. 
What was in Louis’s mind was not the comfort of his 
friends, but the survival of the most important God-given 
institution in the country – the monarchy. 

Versailles was more than a hunting lodge to Louis 
– he wanted to turn it into the centre of his royal court. 
The royal family had resided in Paris for centuries, but 
Louis believed that by moving to Versailles he could 
increase his own power. However, to do that he needed a 
building that suited the grandeur of his beliefs. Instead 
of knocking down the hunting lodge, he elected to build 
an ‘envelope’ around the lodge, which would serve as the 
heart of his palace. This envelope enclosed the lodge from 
the north, west and south. 

In this new structure, the king ordered the esteemed 
architect Louis Le Vau to create lavish apartments for the 
royal family, and the entire main fl oor was dedicated to 
the king and queen’s apartments alone. Le Vau also built 
a huge terrace in the western section of the envelope, and 
the northern part was occupied by the bathing rooms, 
which featured hot and cold water and a huge sunken 
octagonal bathtub. Other rooms were designed for the 
royal children and other members of the royal family. All 
the quarters were painstakingly decorated with intricate 
paintings and sculptures depicting the king as heroes 
from history and legend, including Alexander the Great, 
Augustus of Rome and even Zeus himself; no man, or 
deity, was too big for Louis. 

“NOTHING WAS SECRET OR SACRED 
AT VERSAILLES, AND IF YOU WEREN’T 

PRIVY TO THE LATEST GOSSIP, YOU 
MIGHT FIND YOURSELF PUSHED OUT 

OF THE INNER RING”

Room-by-room

Hall of Mirrors
Widely regarded as one of the most 

beautiful rooms in history, the Hall 

of Mirrors perfectly reflects the 

splendour and magnificence Louis 

wished to create at Versailles. 73 

metres long, 10 metres wide and with 

a huge 12-metre-high ceiling, the entire passageway is covered 

with 357 mirrors from the floor to the ceiling. One side opens 

up onto the sprawling gardens with 17 glass doors that allow the 

breathtaking scenery to be reflected in the mirrors around the 

room. Despite the time and effort that went into this glimmering 

room, it was only used for ceremonies on very special occasions, 

such as meeting with foreign diplomats, or for royal weddings.

The Hercules 
Salon
This room was the last in the King’s 

Grand Apartment to be finished and 

was created at the very end of Louis’s 

reign. Featured in this room was the 

monumental painting Meal at the 

House of Simon, which stands 4.5 metres high by 9.7 metres long. 

This work was given to the Sun King from the Doge of Venice 

in 1664 so that the French would support the nation against the 

Turks. When Louis died, work on this room halted for ten years. 

However, in 1736, Francois Lemoyne completed the ceiling 

painting Apotheosis of Hercules, which features 142 figures and 

was intended to rival the famous Italian frescos.

Chambre de 
Louis XIV 
This room was perhaps the most 

prominent and central in the life of 

the Sun King. In 1701, Louis chose 

this room as his bedchamber and it 

became the central focal point of the 

palace. It was used as the main venue for most of the elaborate 

ceremonies involving Louis. However, it was also the location of 

a far more infamous event. On October 1789, Marie Antoinette 

and Louis Joseph, the dauphin, appeared on the balcony crafted 

by Louis XIV to face an angry mob that had stormed the palace. 

They were then forced out of Versailles to the Tuileries Palace, 

never to return again.

Appartement 
des bains 
Louis’s fondness for the opposite sex 

was no secret, and even in Versailles 

he made no effort to hide his 

favourite mistress, the Marquise de 

Montespan. Not only did he utilise 

the Grand Trianon, a separate château away from the prying 

eyes of court, to retreat with her, but he also had special rooms 

built for her within the main palace itself. However, when her 

popularity waned, she was moved to the appartement des bains 

on the ground floor in 1684. The apartments included a bedroom 

suite, the Doric hall and three separate baths, one that was large 

enough to allow several people to bathe together.

The moments that defined Versailles



039

VERSAILLES

It was during the third building campaign that Louis 
offi  cially moved his court to Versailles in May 1682. 
However, building work continued under the direction of 
Jules Hardouin-Mansart, and it was during this campaign 
that the palace achieved much of the appearance it bears 
today. The famous Hall of Mirrors was installed in a grand 
display of power and opulence. The palace gardens were 
also radically landscaped by gardener André Le Nôtre 
with a mammoth lake (The Grand Canal), sprawling 
mazes, and even an orangerie that produced fresh fruit 
all year round. By now the original hunting lodge was 
completely enveloped by Louis’ new structures, and 
Versailles truly was a sight to behold, fi rmly stating the 
power and wealth of France and of course, its king. 

Versailles was more than a pretty building, it was 
a means of dominating the nobility. By moving his 
court and its nobles to the palace, Louis could exert 
unprecedented control over the aristocracy. Apartments 
were installed in Versailles to house nobles, which were 
often small with only one or two rooms shared between 
several courtiers. For the aristocracy, living at Versailles 
was more akin to a modern-day apartment block than the 
fi nest palace in the world. However, there was one way for 
an ambitious noble to improve his lot – he could dutifully 
and loyally serve the king. 

Louis called himself the Sun King, and with good 
reason – everything and everyone in Versailles revolved 
around him. Louis created several elaborate court rituals 
in which he was observed and assisted throughout the 
day. Royal ceremonies like the lever (rising ceremony) 

Painting of the Celebration 

of the Marriage of Louis XIV 

and Maria Theresa of Austria, 

on 9 June 1660
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Louis’s vision 
of paradise
The gardens of Versailles continue to 

wow visitors today, but what were the 

improvements Louis made? The Colonnade

Built in 1685 by Jules 

Hardouin-Mansart, this 

grove was very architectural, 

featuring 32 marble arches 

and 28 fountains that come 

together to form a peristyle. 

The stone arches are adorned 

with sculpted heads of 

nymphs, while the arcades are 

carved with reliefs of children. 

Petite Venise 

Also known as ‘Little Venice’, this suite 

of buildings was created to house 

gondolas and four gondoliers received 

from the King of Venice. It also 

contained caravels and yachts from 

the Netherlands. 

Canal

At 1,670 metres long and 62 metres 

wide, the grand canal was the main 

location for boating parties in the 

château. It would also drain the water 

collected from the various fountains  

found throughout the gardens.

where the nobles would dress the king, with rank 
deciding what piece of clothing an aristocrat could hand 
the king, created fi erce competition among the nobles for 
Louis’s favour. All eyes were on Louis, but this also meant 
he was able to watch who was in court and who was not. 
An absent courtier would receive no favours or titles, 
but those who served the king would fi nd themselves 
handsomely rewarded. Louis seduced his courtiers with 
the extravagant luxury of the palace and distracted them 
with overly complicated and time-consuming court 
rituals. The monarchy had been unable to squash the 
rebellious nobles over 11 civil wars and 40 long years, but 
Louis did it by hospitality. He kept the nobles close, and 
ensured that their ambitions were controlled by their 
capacity to serve him. 

However, in creating this control Louis also birthed 
something else – a courtly world of secrets, whispers 
and scandal. Nothing was secret or sacred at Versailles, 
and if you weren’t privy to the latest gossip, you might 
fi nd yourself pushed out of the inner ring. Courtiers had 
to become very adept at the game of manipulation to 
come out on top. Nowhere was this game of power more 
prevalent than among Louis’s mistresses. The Sun King 
was an infamous womaniser, his adultery was no secret 
and instead his favourite mistress was given the unoffi  cial 
title of his second wife – and she would reap the benefi ts. 

THEN& 
NOW

1904

Bassin d’Apollo

The Apollo fountain was one 

of the few that already existed 

prior to Louis XIV and was 

known as the Swan Fountain. 

The king had it extended and 

decorated with the glimmering 

sculpture of Apollo rising from 

the water, God of the sun and 

emblem of Louis himself.
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Orangerie

The Orangerie was created by 

Louis and situated south of the 

château. Designed by Louis Le Vau, 

the trees here were able to bloom 

with citrus fruit throughout the year 

by utilising pruning techniques. 

The Queen’s Grove

This grove stands in the place where Louis’s 

famous labyrinth was created. Originally 39 

fountains with lead-painted animals were 

featured, each representing different fables 

of Aesop. This area has also gained notoriety 

as the scene of the infamous Affair of the 

Diamond Necklace involving Marie Antoinette. 

Bassin de Latone

This huge fountain represented a scene 

from Ovid’s Metamorphoses in which 

Apollo is tormented by peasants who 

fling mud at him, whereupon Zeus 

transformed them into frogs. This was 

a not too subtle reference to revolts 

experienced in Louis’s own life. 

Neptune Basin

Constructed between 1679 and 1681, 

the Neptune Basin was originally 

known as the Pool Below the Dragon 

or the Fir Tree Pool. New sculptures 

were added in 1740 and it was 

inaugurated by Louis XV. In total, the 

fountain features 99 water jets. 
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A lavish mythological 

depiction of Louis and his 

family, painted by Jean 

Nocret in 1670

Louis XV
Although Louis XIV’s great grandson 

did not make nearly as many expansions

and changes to the palace as the 

Sun King had, Louis XV did finish 

the Hercules Salon, which had seen 

construction halted due to his father’s 

death. The new king also built several 

more apartments on the ground 

floor and two private apartments for 

himself, however, his most significant 

contributions to the building were the 

Opéra, the main theatre house, and the 

Petit Trianon – a small château built on 

the grounds. He also demolished the 

Ambassador’s Stair to make room for 

his daughters’ apartments. 

Louis XVI
The infamous Louis XVI ordered that 

the gardens of Versailles be replanted 

and also had a new library built in 

his apartments. Perhaps even more 

infamously, his wife, Marie Antoinette, 

constantly ordered that the decor of her

apartments at Versailles be changed. 

The extravagance of Versailles was 

a contributing factor to the French 

revolution, as it stood in stark contrast 

to the suffering and poverty of the 

French people. Versailles was to be the 

sight of many significant events of the 

revolution, including in 1789 when a 

mob invaded and the royal family was 

forced to leave the building forever.

Napoleon
Bonaparte
During Napoleon’s reign, the museums 

that had been opened in Versailles 

were closed, and all the works of art 

sent to other locations. Versailles was 

designated as an Imperial Palace for the 

Seine-et-Oise, which encompassed 

the west, north and southern parts 

of Paris. Napoleon himself chose the 

Grand Trianon as his place of residence 

and had an apartment with a map 

room created. However, his wife, 

Marie-Louise, had apartments within 

the château itself decorated in her 

style. Napoleon also commissioned 

restoration work on the palace. 

Louis-Philippe
In the wake of the 1830 revolution, 

Louis-Philippe chose to make extensive 

changes to Versailles. He proposed 

to make it the location of a museum 

dedicated to all the “glories of France”, 

and the palace underwent immense 

alterations to this end. The princes’ 

apartments in the southern wing were 

destroyed to make room for the Hall 

of Battles, and the apartments of the 

dauphin, dauphine and Louis XV’s 

daughters were turned into portrait 

galleries. Much of the original panelling 

was removed at this point, and was 

later destroyed during the Prussian 

occupation in 1871.

Versailles after Louis XIV Who inherited the Sun King’s legacy? 

Throughout his life Louis had countless mistresses, 
and fathered more children with them than his legal 
wife, Maria Theresa. However, his most famous was 
the marquise de Montespan, with whom he had seven 
children. Montespan drove out her predecessor with her 
cunning and charm and earned a suite in the palace near 
the king’s, who had his own personal door to enter it. It 
has been said that Louis was so besotted with her that he 
would make love to her at least three times a day, often 
undressing her before her ladies had left the room.

However, a scandal that waged for fi ve long years, from 
1677 to 1682, robbed Montespan of her position of power. 
The Aff air of the Poisons saw several nobles, many in the 
king’s inner circle, implicated for murder via poisoning 
and witchcraft. Mysterious deaths among the nobility led 
to the arrest of multiple fortune tellers and alchemists 
who claimed to have sold poison to courtiers intending to 
use it to get rid of rivals in the court. One woman arrested, 
La Voisin, professed to have sold poison to Montespan 
in order to keep the king’s favour over her rivals. Overall, 
442 suspects were implicated in the scandal, with 36 
executed, 23 exiled and fi ve sent to the galleys. Although 
Montespan was never charged and no evidence existed 
beyond La Voisin’s statement, her reputation was 
damaged, the king distanced himself from her and her 
rivals were quick to claim her position, and the king. 

This was far from the only scandal of Versailles; 
rumours of a black child born to the queen, secret 
homosexual love aff airs conducted in the gardens and 
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E X P L O R E R’ S E S S E N T I A L S

PA L AC E  O F  V E R SA I L L E S

FRANCE

S P A I N

G E R M A N Y

I T A L Y

BELG IUM

SWITZERLAND

E N G L A N D

Paris

Palace of Versailles

Essential information
Versailles is located in the Île-de-France 

region, and is about a 40-minute drive from 

the centre of Paris. It can be reached by 

dedicated trains and buses from central Paris, 

or by car. Tickets can be purchased on site, or 

in advance to save time on arrival. A general 

passport ticket encompassing the grounds 

and palace is €18 (£15/$20). There are some 

concessions that offer free entry, including 

students and EU residents aged 26 or under. 

Mid-week days in the winter months are less 

busy than peak times, and weekends tend to 

be busy any time of year.

When to visit If you’re looking for fine 

weather, May-September is best, but for less 

crowded visits, we suggest October-March. 

Time zone UTC+01.00

Currency Euro

Where to stay
Luxury 
Trianon Palace 

This Waldorf-Astoria 

branch hotel is set within the 

grounds of the palace and is 

the ultimate way to holiday 

like royalty. Prices are around 

€190 (£160/$212) per night. 

Highlights include a Gordon 

Ramsay restaurant, on-site 

spa and spectacular views.

Good value 
Hotel Le Versailles

Rooms cost around €120 

(£100/$133) in this hotel 

located just three minutes 

from the palace by foot. 

Wi-Fi and a bar means it has 

the necessary essentials, and 

family room options make it a 

good choice when travelling 

with children.

Basic 
Ibis Paris Meudon Velizy

If you’re happy to sacrifice 

location for price, you can 

find a room at this budget 

hotel for as little as €47 

(£40/$53). The palace is a 

15-minute drive away, not too 

much of a problem if you’re 

happy to travel. This hotel 

also offers Wi-Fi and a bar.

Links
en.chateauversailles.fr Official website of the château, with opening times and prices

www.francetourisme.fr Tour company running trips to Versailles from across Paris

en.parisinfo.com Official website for Paris’s tourism board

03 
things
to see
& do

Audio guide

An audio guide is 

included in your 

ticket and can give you 

extra information in each 

room, with the option of 

adding headphones. 

Golf carts

They may look a little

out of place, but golf 

carts are available to rent 

for qualified drivers to 

transport you around the 

gardens (€30 per hour).

Petit Trianon

Marie Antoinette’s 

personal estate, le 

Petit Trianon, is located 

north of the house in 

the gardens. It has been 

restored and is a must-see.

the king’s own strained relationship with his theatrical 
younger brother who enjoyed dressing in women’s clothes 
all engulfed the court at times. However, Louis ensured 
that he always maintained control, and most importantly, 
knew everything that was going on. He did so through 
an early form of espionage; he employed a coven of spies 
who acted as his eyes and ears inside the palace. His code 
breakers would intercept every letter that was written, 
and there were even spies who would search through 
ladies underwear to ensure that they were still ovulating. 
When people realised this, they created their own secret 
ciphers, but Louis went one better, hiring a world famous 
mathematician to create and crack their coded letters in a 
secret room known as the black chamber. As much as the 
outwardly courtly display of etiquette might have masked 
it, Louis had no trust for high-ranking men, and he ruled 
with thinly veiled intimidation.

The fourth and fi nal building campaign of Louis’s 
reign saw the construction of the royal chapel as well 
as modifi cations to the king’s apartments. When the 
chapel was completed in 1710, almost all building work on 
Versailles ceased. The king, now in his 70s, had managed 
to do something virtually unthinkable in his youth, he 
had maintained control and an absolute monarchical rule 
over a country at breaking point. He had also managed 
to build France into the leading European power, by 
pacifying an aristocracy who had rebelled against his 
father when he was just a child by placing them in the 
glorifi ed gilded cage known as Versailles.



Hop aboard the historic carriages that run 
the lengths of these eight railway lines, 
departing from stations across the globe 
with fascinating stories to tell

They have inspired writers, 
artists, musicians and 
film-makers; their success 
was a key factor in the 

industrialisation of Britain; they have 
shaped the landscapes of nations; they 
have been of strategic importance in war; 
have both cost lives and have saved them. 
They are, of course, trains. It’s difficult to 

RAILWAYS
Stories Behind the World’s Greatest
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imagine life without railways, and their rich 
and varied history is surely best explored by 
taking a trip on a train – whether that is just 
a short hop on a heritage steam locomotive 
or an epic journey that lasts several days and 
crosses continents. 

The forerunner to the railways we travel 
on on a daily basis today were wagonways, 
with wheeled trucks running along primitive 

wooden ‘tracks’. Powered by men or by 
horses, they appeared in Britain in the 17th 
century and were used by industrialists to 
haul heavy goods. 

The Tanfield Railway in North-East 
England started life like this in 1647, with 
horse-drawn wagons being used to transport 
coal to the Tyne. It was later converted to a 
steam, steel-tracked railway and claims to 

be the oldest working railway in the world 
– though its vintage trains have abandoned 
their historic purpose and now carry 
passengers on days out. 

Author EM Forster called railway termini, 
“Our gates to the glorious and the unknown,” 
but they can just as easily be a portal to the 
past – here are just some of the world’s best 
historic railway journeys. 

GREAT RAILWAYS
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It’s a trip of only fi ve and a half hours, but this 
264-kilometre-long journey from Glasgow to the fi shing 
port of Mallaig is spectacular. Construction began in 
1889, with the aim of linking Glasgow to Fort William. 
The work was not without its challenges, as it crossed 
remote parts of the Scottish Highlands, and the line 
was not completed until 1894. Conditions were harsh 
and 37 navvies died in just four years. The line was later 
extended to the coast, and the link to Mallaig opened 
in 1901.

After leaving behind the tenements of Glasgow, the 
train winds along the ‘bonnie banks’ of Loch Lomond 
– Britain’s largest body of fresh water – then chugs on 
to Crianlarich, where a branch line runs to Oban. The 
scenery becomes increasingly rugged and further on, 
past Tyndrum (once the heart of the Scottish gold mining 
industry) a giant horseshoe curve winds through a glacial 
valley – a reminder that funds for the construction of 
tunnels and viaducts were limited, so obstacles (such as 
mountains) were skirted instead. After Bridge of Orchy, 
the train traverses Rannoch Moor and eventually reaches 
remote Corrour station, which featured in the fi lm of 
Irvine Welsh’s novel Trainspotting.

After it leaves Fort William, the line passes an 
increasing number of sites of historic interest. At 
Banavie, suggested by some as the birthplace of Saint 
Patrick, the train crosses Thomas Telford’s Caledonian 
Canal, characterised at this point by ‘Neptune’s Staircase’, 
a series of eight locks designed by Telford in 1822. Then 
comes the glorious 21-arched Glenfi nnan Viaduct, 
constructed in concrete by Robert McAlpine and opened 
in 1901. Today it’s most famous for the starring role 
it plays in the Harry Potter fi lms, but the viaduct also 
off ers excellent views of the Glenfi nnan Monument. 
This 18-metre-high tower designed by architect James 
Gillespie Grant commemorates the start of the Jacobite 
Rising in 1745, when Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his 
standard above Glenfi nnan. His fi ght to claim the throne 
(supported by English, as well as Scottish Jacobites) 
ended at the Battle of Culloden the following year. A lone 
highlander stands atop the tower – a reminder that the 
defeat eff ectively ended the highland way of life. Further 
along the route, the train passes Loch nan Uamh from 
where he escaped to France after Culloden. 

Trains run regularly along the line. In summer a 
special steam-hauled train, the Jacobite, runs from Fort 
William to Mallaig (www.westcoastrailways.co.uk) 
while the luxurious Royal Scotsman train also follows the 
route (www.belmond.com/royal-scotsman-train).

West Highland 
Line
On this scenic railway journey, you can take in 
sites of key importance in Scottish history

ABOVE The Glenfinnan monument shows 

a lone Jacobite clansmen, a tribute to those 

who diedin the risings

BELOW When you think of historic 

railways, you might well imagine 

the iconic Glenfinnan Viaduct,

shown here in use

GREAT RAILWAYS
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While aboard, keep your eyes peeled for 
the red deer, Britain’s largest wild animal, 

in the moorland and forests of the 
Highlands as you pass.

Look out for

Through trains began operating on this iconic line 

in 1867. Journeys originally took nine hours, but 

that was reduced to just seven in 1904 when a 

mid-morning express service, dubbed the Cornish 

Riviera Express, began running. Its introduction 

coincided with a revived interest in Cornwall’s 

Celtic heritage, and trains were soon taking curious 

holidaymakers to the sandy beaches of this 

previously inaccessible corner of the British Isles. 

The railway added to the exoticism by creating a 

poster that twinned the map of Cornwall with that 

of Italy, likening not only their climates  but also 

their beauties.

Brunel determined that the route should 

be the finest in England, and the famously 

uncompromising engineer insisted on an unusual 

broad gauge for the line, which made it flat and 

fast but incompatible with other lines: the gauge 

was later converted. The section between Exeter 

Paddington to Penzance
The line of the Great Western Railway’s defining route, created by 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, hugs the coast so closely in places that it is 
often damaged by storms

and Teignmouth is of particular historic interest: 

Brunel designed it as an ‘atmospheric railway’ with 

trains powered by an air pressure system making 

them faster and quieter. It began operating in 1847, 

but technical problems soon emerged and it was 

abandoned. Now this section of line is slower than 

others. Further on, at Dawlish Warren, the train runs 

beside the sand dunes – a spectacular sight, though 

the line is so often damaged by crashing seas that it 

is considered by many to be Brunel’s bungle. 

He redeemed himself with the mighty Royal 

Albert Bridge, which spans the Tamar and 

links Devon to Cornwall. Opened in 1859 by 

Prince Albert, it is often referred to as Brunel’s 

masterpiece. As well as regular daily trains along 

this line, there is also a sleeper service, the Night 

Riviera. This leaves London at 11.45pm and arrives in 

Penzance around 8am the next morning. Visit  

www.gwr.com.

LEFT The modern-day 

equivalent travels the line 

as it hugs the shore at 

Dawlish, Devon

ABOVE The GWR 

Cornish Express crosses 

the Liskeard Viaduct in 

Cornwall
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Perm

In 1916, the author 

Boris Pasternak 

spent about six 

months living 

and working in 

Perm. It provided 

both inspiration 

and setting for 

his famous work 

Doctor Zhivago 

(1957) in which 

railways play an 

important role; the 

fictional town of 

Yuriatin is based 

on Perm.

The classic Trans-Siberian
railway journey takes seven 
days and goes from Moscow in 
the west to Vladivostok in the 
east. Construction of the line 
was inaugurated in 1891 by Tsar 
Nicholas II, and much of the 

work was carried out by convict labourers, as well as 
Russian soldiers. It is not considered one of the world’s 
most scenic routes – being sent to Siberia was, after all, 
considered a punishment – but many of the stops along 
the way are rich in Russian history. 

Yekaterinburg, for instance, was where Tsar Nicholas 
II, his wife and fi ve children were murdered in July 
1918 by Bolsheviks. The site is now marked by a large 
Byzantine-style church. Then there’s Perm, which was 
the childhood home of Sergei Diaghilev – founder of the 
Ballet Russes, and the place that inspired Boris Pasternak 
to write Doctor Zhivago. It was the railway line that 
facilitated the development and settlement of Siberia 
and allowed the Soviets to exploit its rich coal and metal 
deposits, turning it from a largely agricultural region to 
one that is heavily industrialised.

The Trans-Siberian Railway is, however, not just one 
line but a network of interlinking railways – all full of 
interest and potential to the travelling history buff . There 
are two branch lines that take the traveller into China: 
the fi rst runs from Moscow to Beijing via Mongolia, 

TRANS-SIBERIAN
THE

RAILWAY Moscow

In the Kremlin 

Armoury is the 

stunning Trans-

Siberian Railway egg, 

made by Faberge in 

1900 for Tsar Nicholas 

II. The route map 

is detailed on the 

outside in silver, with 

stations in precious 

stones; inside the egg 

is a tiny gold replica of 

a steam locomotive.

One of the longest continuous railways in the 

world, at more than 9,200 kilometres long, this 

railway crosses several time zones as well as the 

wilds of Siberia 

GREAT RAILWAYS

Moscow

Perm

Yekaterinburg

Nizhny 
Novgorod

A passenger train 

chugs along the 

famous line
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Vladivostok

In 1994, Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

returned to Russia after years in 

exile. The author, once a prisoner 

in a Siberian labour camp, chose 

to travel on the Trans-Siberian 

Railway to Moscow because, he 

said, he had previously only seen 

the route from a prison carriage.

Lake Baikal

The route passes Lake Baikal, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the deepest 

freshwater lake in the world. Known as the ‘Galapagos of Russia’, constructing this 

section of the line was challenging; in 1897, floods washed away 300 kilometres of track. 

Yekaterinburg

As you near Yekaterinburg 

from Moscow, at the 1177 

kilometre marker, the train 

passes an obelisk signifying 

the boundary between 

Europe and Asia. It was at 

Yekaterinburg that Tsar 

Nicholas II and his family 

were murdered in July 1918.

GREAT RAILWAYS

crossing both Siberia and the Gobi desert on the way; 
the second links the same cities but goes via Manchuria. 
Alternatively, you can get off  in Vladivostok and take a 
ferry to Japan. This is the railway where East really does 
meet West.

For information on booking tickets on the Trans-
Siberian railway, check out www.realrussia.co.uk . If 
you prefer something more luxurious, then you could 
join an escorted tour on the GoldenEagle, with operators 
such as Great Rail Journeys (www.greatrail.com) or 
Festiniog Travel (www.ff estiniogtravel.com). 

Lake Baikal

Vladivostok

Khabarovsk

Chita

Omsk

Irkutsk
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Construction of this line began in 1955 andwas one
of Tito’smost ambitious projects – an incredible feat
of engineering, with 254 tunnels and 435 bridges. It
stretches for 476 kilometres fromBar, just south of
Kotor, on the coast ofMontenegro then passes through
Bosnia to reach Belgrade, the Serbian capital. Leaving the
Adriatic, the line crosses Lake Skadar to reach Podgorica
– formerly Titograd (named after thewartime partisan
leader), then crosses a river gorge via theMala Rijeka
Viaduct. Until 2001, this was the highest railway bridge
in theworld, towering 200metres above theMala Rijeka
river. The scenery is certainly compelling – as are the
historical associations.

Tito’s personal train, known as the Blue Train, took
to the tracks in 1959 and oftenmade this journey. It was
luxuriouswith velvet sofas, a dining car, a bathroom,
office andTV room. Carriagewalls were decoratedwith
marquetry fashioned frommahogany, pear andwalnut,
andTito’s bedroomboasted a silken tapestry. The train
allowed him to conduct high-level negotiations in secrecy
and entertain visiting heads of state – including Soviet
leader Leonid Brezhnev, Haile Selassie of Ethiopia and
QueenElizabeth II.

InMay 1980Tito took his last journey on the train,
as it carried his coffin. The vintage carriageswere then

Belgrade toBar
This linewas opened by railway-lovingMarshal Josip Tito, leader of the former
Yugoslavia, in 1976.He frequentlymade the journey in his ownprivate train

stored in a siding until they took on a new life in 2013,
when theywere attached to the regular train so tourists
could enjoy their comforts. Unfortunately, that service is
no longer on offer, but the same 11-hour journey can be
made on the regular daytime service. In Belgrade, you can
stay at theMetropol Palace hotel, where Tito used to host
guests such as Elizabeth Taylor andCheGuevara.

Southbound trains can be booked online at
www.serbianrailways.com, while northbound services
must be booked at Bar station.

ABOVE The Mala Rijeka 

Viaduct is one of the iconic 

points you’ll pass while 

travelling on the route

TOP Tito greets a crowd from 

the window of his famous 

Blue Train

BELOW The picturesque 

town of Bar, Montenegro, 

where the line ends

GREAT RAILWAYS

For the best views during the journey, 
try to sit on the right hand side of the 
train when it is travelling south, or the 

left hand side when it is going
north.

Lookout for
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ABOVE This site on the 

course of the Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway is called 

the Batasia Loop, and helps 

make the train’s descent 

more gradual

The first railway line in India was constructed in 1853,
and by 1929 there were about 66,000 kilometres of tracks.
Trains were used primarily to transport troops across the
sub-continent and to take goods, such as cotton, to India’s
ports. Narrow-gauge hill railways were built to serve
the remote and beautiful hill stations that the British
established during the 19th and early 20th centuries.
The terrain was challenging and construction of the
lines frequently involved innovative and imaginative
engineering that has stood the test of time.

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway was the first of
the hill railways, opening in 1881. Known now as the ‘toy
train’, it ran from Silguri, at the foothills of the Himalayas,
to Darjeeling, where the climate was cooler and more
comfortable for the British during the sweltering Indian
summers. Darjeeling was also suitable for the growing
of tea, and huge plantations were soon established. It
became a little outpost of England in India, with mock
Tudor houses and a church. The line still operates today.

The Kalka-Shimla Railway in Northwest India
opened in 1903, linking the town of Kalka to Shimla and
stretching for 96.6 kilometres. Located in the Himalayan
foothills, Shimla was cooler than Delhi or Calcutta and

became the summer capital of British India. The line 
exhibits plenty of examples of engineering wizardry with 
864 bridges and 103 tunnels.

Unlike the other two lines, the Nilgiri Hill Railway is 
in the south of India, in Tamil Nadu. Construction began 
in 1891 but the mountainous terrain meant that it wasn’t 
completed until 1908. Using rack and pinion technology, 
it’s the steepest railway in Asia – so steep, in fact that 
the downhill journey is nearly one hour shorter than it is 
when going uphill. 

The railway runs for just over 26 kilometres from 
Mettupalayam up to Udhagamandalam, formerly known 
as Ootacamund, in the Nilgiri hills. Ooty (or ‘snooty 
Ooty’) to the British, was a colonial hill station and home 
to the Ootacamund Club, where members could sip their 
gin and tonics and play relaxing games of billiards in 
surroundings more reminiscent of Surrey than southern 
India. The club is still there today, its polished wooden 
fl oors, gleaming brasses and hunting trophies a reminder 
of another age.

For the best information on how to travel on India’s 
complex network of railways, check the excellent Man in 
Seat 61 website www.seat61.com.

Mountain Railways of India
You can travel almost anywhere in India by train, a legacy of British colonial rule. These 
three lines are considered of such importance they have even been listed by UNESCO

Of the 102 tunnels to be found on the 
Kalka-Shimla railway, the longest is 

found near Barog, and stretches for an 
impressive 1143.61 metres.

Look out for

“It ran from Silguri, at the 
foothills of the Himalayas, 

to Darjeeling, where the 
climate was cooler and 

more comfortable during 
the sweltering summers”

GREAT RAILWAYS

051



Five-star service, fine food and
Art Deco glamour – a trip on the
Venice-Simplon Orient Express
(VSOE) is one of the world’s
greatest railway journeys. The
classic route is to go from London
on a British Pullman train to the

coast, sometimes in carriages that have played their
part in history - a couple, for example, formed part of
Winston Churchill’s funeral train. Once in France, you
then join the Continental Wagon-Lits train which boasts
beautifully restored blue and gold carriages from the
1920s, a bar complete with grand piano and sleeping
cars that convert to sitting areas with white-gloved
attendants. It whisks you through Paris and on to Venice,
a magical journey lasting 24 hours. Once a year, in a nod
to its historic name, the train travels on to Istanbul.

The original Express d’Orient was a service that
began in 1883 and took passengers overnight from Paris
to Vienna – it only disappeared in 2009. Another train
would then take passengers on to Varna, in eastern
Bulgaria where they would catch a ferry to reach

ORIENT EXPRESS
THE VENICE SIMPLON

RAILWAY

Istanbul. Then there was the Simplon Orient Express, a 
service that started in 1919 after the Simplon tunnel was 
opened, which created a new route through Milan and 
Venice. These trains went from Paris, then across Europe 
and down to Istanbul. It was this train that provided the 
setting for Agatha Christie’s crime classic, Murder on the 

Orient Express. 
The service was frequently used by the rich and 

famous – as well as the infamous. Tolstoy, Trotsky and 
Mata Hari are all said to have taken the train, as well as 
diplomats and royalty. In the 1930s, the Express d’Orient, 
the Simplon Orient Express and another service, the 
Arlberg Orient Express, all whisked passengers across 
Europe to destinations that included Budapest, Athens 
and Bucharest. In later years the situation became even 
more confused – Grahame Greene’s novel Stamboul 

Train, for instance, is set on the Oostende-Vienna Orient 
Express. Yet, although there may be no such thing as the 
‘real’ Orient Express, the romance of taking the VSOE 
from London to Venice (or Istanbul) makes you feel as 
if you have stepped, even if all too briefl y, into a far more 
glamorous past.

NEAR LEFT Life on 

the Orient Express 

was sophisticated and 

comfortable, as shown here

FAR LEFT The interiors 

of the VSOE hark back to 

the luxurious history of the 

famous railway 

BELOW A steam-powered 

engine and carriage of the 

Orient Express

Surely the most romantic of all trains, the vintage carriages of the famous Venice-Simplon 

Orient Express have become a byword for luxury travel

GREAT RAILWAYS
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Bulgaria

King Ferdinand I of Bulgaria

loved the Orient Express

so much that he insisted

on driving it through his

kingdom. He terrified those

on board by refusing to slow

down on bends and blowing

the whistle furiously.

Cerkezköy

At Cerkezköy, once known as Tcherkesskeuy,

outside Istanbul, in 1929, the train became stuck

here for five days in five-metre-high snowdrifts.

The incident was said to have inspired Agatha

Christie’s classicMurder on the Orient Express.

Balkans

Robert Baden-Powell, founder

of the Boy Scout movement and

sometime spy, was a frequent

passenger. Disguised as a

lepidopterist, he traversed the

mountains of the Dalmatian coast,

concealing vital information in his

butterfly drawings.

BiatorbágyViaduct

In September 1931, the train was derailed when this

viaduct near Budapest was blown up by fanatic

Szilveszter Matuska. 20 died and many more were

injured. Singer Josephine Baker was on board and put

on an impromptu concert to calm the passengers.

Compiegne Forest

In 1918, deep in this forest north of Paris, the Germans signed

the armistice in an Orient Express railway carriage that had

been converted into an office. In 1940, France was made to sign

its armistice with Germany in exactly the same carriage.

GREAT RAILWAYS

London

Calais

Paris
Strasbourg

Zürich

Lausanne

Milan

Innsbruck

Munich

Vienna

Venice

Map Key
Venice Simplon-Orient Express, 1982-2005

Orient Express, 1883-1962

262/263 Orient Express, 1977-2009

Simplon Orient Express, 1919-1977

Alrberg Orient Express, 1930-1962

Budapest

Belgrade

Sofia

Bucharest

Varna

Istanbul

Athens
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A rack and pinion, or ‘cog’, railway uses a combination 
of cog wheels on a toothed rack rail to allow trains to 
climb steep slopes – and at 1,917 metres high, Mount 
Washington, the highest peak in New England, is 
certainly a steep slope. Construction of the line began in 
1862 after Sylvester Marsh, a local businessman, got lost 
while ascending the mountain. He determined to come 
up with an easier way to reach the top of the peak and, 
with the assistance of two inventors, set about building 
the line. 

The railway eventually opened on 3 July 1869 and 
the following year about 5,000 passengers enjoyed this 
exciting ride to the summit, many purchasing equally 
innovative stereoscopic photographs as souvenirs.

The round trip takes three hours, which includes 
an hour at the top of the peak. On a clear day, they say 

Mount Washington Cog Railway
The world’s first mountain cog railway, this line climbs to the top of 
mighty Mount Washington in New Hampshire

A Mount 

Washington train 

leaves the Depot in 

the 19th century

that you can see the Atlantic Ocean, however Mount 
Washington is famed for its extreme weather, so you 
are more likely to experience high winds and rain. 
Meteorological observations on the summit began at the 
end of the 19th century and instruments at the weather 
station have recorded hurricane force blasts on 110 days 
a year, while wind speeds as high as 372 kilometres per 
hour have been known.

It was not until 1896 that Britain got its first mountain 
cog railway, the Snowdon mountain line, which carries 
tourists 7.6 kilometres from Llanberis to the summit of 
Mount Snowdon, Wales’s highest peak. The idea was first 
proposed in 1869 but was quashed following opposition 
from a landowner, concerned it would spoil the scenery.

For more information about the railway and to 
purchase tickets, visit www.thecog.com.

There is a vast observation area at the 
top of the railway, which looks out over 

the precipice of Mount Washington. 
This view is also streamed via

webcam.

Look out for
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BELOW The 

area’s scenery is 

unlike most train 

window views

ABOVE The Cog Railway 

chugs its way through  

Mount Washington’s striking 

colourful landscape 

©
 G

iu
lia

 L
o

m
b

ar
d

o
, G

e
tt

y,
 T

h
in

ks
to

ck
, A

la
m

y,
 S

h
u

tt
e

rs
to

ck
, R

e
x,

 A
W

L
, 

F
lic

kr
, C

h
ar

lie
, A

la
n

 S
an

d
e

rc
o

ck
, E

vs
ta

fi
e

v,
 M

ik
e

 S
e

ar
le

, F
&

W
H

R
.

GREATESGREAT RAILWAYS

Snowdonia is rightly renowned for its stunning

mountain scenery, but it has a fascinating industrial

heritage too, which can be explored with a trip on

the Ffestiniog Railway. This is the world’s oldest

narrow-gauge railway, constructed in the 1830s to

take slate from the mountain quarries of Blaenau

Ffestiniog down to the harbour in Porthmadog. It

was an ingenious system; the trains, loaded with

slate, ran downhill powered by gravity and the

empty wagons were then pulled back up by horses.

Steam locomotives were introduced in 1863, later

followed by passenger trains – which allowed the

Victorian traveller to marvel at the beauty of the

Welsh mountains.

The slate was prized for its quality and durability

and transported all over the world, primarily for

use as roofing material. However, the industry

fell into decline from the 1920s, and in the 1940s,

the line closed. Railways inspire passion though,

FfestiniogRailway
Wales has theworld’s finest selection of steamand narrow-gauge
railways. This heritage line transports you to Snowdonia’s industrial past

and with hard work from volunteers, the line

reopened in 1982. Original locomotives now sweep

passengers round horseshoe bends, past lakes and

past waterfalls, up to bleakly beautiful Blaenau

Ffestiniog, where shards of slate lie grey and

glistening in the rain creating a moonscape that is

strangely compelling.

It is well worth getting off the train to explore

the town and visit the Llechwedd Slate Caverns,

which give real insight into the industry and lives of

the slate workers. The highlight is the DeepMine

Tour, which takes you 152 metres underground on

Britain’s steepest cable railway.

The Ffestiniog Railway, which stretches for 21.7

kilometres, now connects with another heritage line

– theWelsh Highland Railway. This 40-kilometre-

long line runs from Caernarfon, past Mount

Snowdon and through the tranquil Aberglaslyn Pass

to Porthmadog.

LEFT The nostalgic sight of Ffestiniog’s steam trains

looks right at home in the Welsh valleys

ABOVE The decor allows today’s visitor to imagine

themselves as passengers on the Victorian trains

BELOW The scenic view from a window seat, of lush 

green fields and hills
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t e yea t at a s t e 50t a e sa y
of Beatrix Potter’s birth, we explore the Lake

District home that inspired many of her stories

WORDS
BY

SA RA H GRISTWOOD
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TALES FROM 
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The small, stone farmhouse in the village of 

Near Sawrey might not be a great stately 

home, but few houses speak as clearly as 

Hill Top does of its owner’s personality. After 

all, the Lake District home so close to Beatrix Potter’s heart is 

described so eloquently, and illustrated so beautifully, in many 

of her famous tales. This summer sees the 150th anniversary 

of her birth, and there is no better way to celebrate than to 

visit the area she loved all her life – and no better place to 

explore her world than the house and garden she described as 

being “very precious to me.”

“It is in here I go to be quiet and still with myself,” she 

once told a young relative. “This is me, the deepest me, 

the part one has to be alone with.” Hill Top welcomed 

Beatrix at a very signifi cant point in her life – a time of 

late-fl owering professional success, and of personal 

tragedy. Small wonder she looked on it as part of her 

legacy along with her ‘little books’, and left instructions 

that it should be carefully preserved; a shrine to her memory.

Beatrix Potter was born on 28 July 1866, not amid the lakes 

and fells, but rather in the smoke of a big city. “My brother and 

I were born in London because my father was a lawyer there,” 

Beatrix later said. “But our descent – our interest and our joy 

– was in the north country.” Her greatest pleasure (besides 

her menagerie of pets) was the long holidays the family took 
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every summer, fi rst in Scotland and then in the Lake District. 

There she began exploring her interest in the study of fungi, 

and observing the animal world that she drew in loving detail. 

But as an unmarried Victorian woman, her life was still a 

constrained one, and Beatrix Potter was well into her thirties 

before, in 1901, she paid for The Tale of Peter Rabbit to be 

printed privately.

Soon, a publisher brought out a commercial version 

of the tale, and other books followed quickly: The Tale of 

Squirrel Nutkin, The Tale of Benjamin Bunny, The Tale of Mrs. 

Tiggy-Winkle, The Tale of Two Bad Mice and The Tale of Mr. 

Jeremy Fisher. The books were a runaway success, and 

they brought Beatrix more than simply fame or 

money. She became increasingly close to her 

publisher, Norman Warne, and in July 1906 

they agreed to marry. But it was not to be. Just 

a month after the engagement, Norman Warne 

died, leaving Beatrix once more a spinster at home, 

although by now she was almost 40.

But before Norman’s death, Beatrix had begun 

negotiating to buy Hill Top farm near Esthwaite Water, 

in the village of Near Sawrey where she had spent family 

holidays. (The house in which she stayed, Lakefi eld – now 

called Ees Wyke – is a guest house today.) The weeks that she 

was able to snatch up there away from her parents became 

BELOW Many of 

mischievous Peter Rabbit’s 

well-known adventures were 

imagined at Hill Top farm

BELOW Mrs. 

Tiggy-Winkle 

the hedgehog, 

one of Potter’s 

most famous 

characters 

LEFT The cottage 

at Hill Top, where 

Beatrix Potter 

spent many years 

and wrote lots of 

her stories
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something of a lifeline as, for the following eight years, she 

continued to produce biannual books. The house and village 

– and the animals there – featured regularly in her stories.

The Tale of Ginger and Pickles, for example, is set in the 

Sawrey village shop. The cottage is a private house today,

but in Beatrix’s imagination, it was kept by Ginger (the

yellow tomcat) and Pickles (the terrier). The book 

was dedicated to the bedridden shop owner from 

the village, John Taylor, renamed John Dormouse 

in the book. Beatrix wrote: “The ‘Ginger & Pickle’ 

book has been causing amusement, it has got a 

good many views which can be recognised in the 

village which is what they like, they are all quite 

jealous of each other’s houses and cats getting 

into a book.”

But Hill Top and Beatrix’s connection with 

Near Sawrey brought her more than solace – it 

BELOW Beatrix Potter’s 

intricate illustrations 

continue to bring her 

characters to life 

MORE BEATRIX 
POTTER PLACES

Beatrix Potter Gallery, Hawkshead
Many of Beatrix’s drawings are 

now housed in the evocative 

setting of what was once her 

husband William’s law office. 

The surrounding village of 

Hawkshead is itself a delight, 

full of narrow streets and 

archways that Beatrix drew. William Wordsworth was a pupil at

the carefully preserved grammar school there.

Armitt Museum and Library, Ambleside
Beatrix bequeathed to the 

Armitt Trust Library her 

wonderfully detailed drawings 

of fungi. The museum, with 

its atmospheric reading room, 

boasts a fascinating exhibition 

on her life and work. Close by 

is the Ambleside Bridge House, built over a beck, which Beatrix 

helped to preserve.

Wray Castle, Ambleside
The neo-Gothic house beside 

Windermere was where the 

Potter family first stayed for 

their summer holidays in the 

Lake District. Now run by the 

National Trust, it offers an 

experience that young children 

will enjoy, as well as the chance to arrive by boat at the castle’s 

own jetty.

Yew Tree Farm
The typical north-country 

farmhouse at Yew Tree was part 

of the great Monk Coniston 

estate, which Beatrix bought for 

the National Trust. She enjoyed 

collecting old oak furniture for 

the house, which she valued as 

much as the dramatic scenery of nearby Tarn Hows. The farm 

now offers holiday accommodation.

Allan Bank
Allan Bank was the home of 

Hardwicke Rawnsley, who first 

aroused Beatrix’s interest in 

the work of the National Trust 

– and first encouraged her to 

write. This year, the Georgian 

house is home to an exhibition 

called ‘Beyond Peter Rabbit’, which will celebrate the 150th

anniversary of Beatrix Potter’s birth.

Derwentwater
Beatrix spent many summers 

at the Lingholm Estate on 

Derwentwater in her youth. 

The lake is the site of St 

Herbert’s Island, where Squirrel 

Nutkin lost his tail to Old 

Brown (the owl), while a walk 

around the western flank of Catbells gives you the settings for 

The Tale of Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle.
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brought her the chance of happiness once again. In 1913, at 

the age of 47, she married William Heelis, the local solicitor 

through whom she had continued to buy other properties 

around the village. This meant that she could at last move out 

from under her parents’ roof – but not into Hill Top. She had 

moulded it into the house of her imagination, and could not 

bear to change it in any way. 

As she told her young relative: “when Cousin Willie asked 

me to marry him I said yes, but I also said we cannot live here 

at Hill Top. I must leave everything here as it is. So after I 

married I just locked the door and left.”

For the 30 years that followed, Potter and William Heelis 

lived in Castle Cottage, just across the meadow from Hill Top. 

As Beatrix’s fl ow of books dwindled, she soon discovered 

a new life as a wife, a pillar of the local community, and a 

practical farmer – albeit one with a strong interest in rare 

breeds and rural history. Any visitor to the Sawrey area 

today will notice the panda-striped Belted Galloway 

cattle that occupy the fi elds – the breed that Beatrix 

preferred. They will also see Herdwick sheep, grey 

with white faces, whose lambs are born jet black 

and turn fi rst chocolate, then pale. As well as being 

an expert on Herdwicks, Beatrix also became a 

passionate defender of the Lake District’s natural 

beauty. Working hand in hand with the recently 

founded National Trust, she was able to buy 

and preserve some of Britain’s most spectacular 

scenery, from the dramatic beauty of Tarn Hows 

BELOW An illustration 

of Old Brown the owl with 

Nutkin the squirrel from The 

Tale of Squirrel Nutkin

OPPOSITE TOP Inside Hill 

Top, the preserved decor 

harks back to Victorian 

gloom with a hint of cosiness

OPPOSITE BOTTOM The 

house and garden at Hill Top 

is open to visitors through 

the National Trust

ABOVE Beatrix lived at Hill 

Top when she developed 

Miss Moppet the kitten for 

The Story of Miss Moppet

LEFT Beatrix photographed 

in 1913, sitting with her 

much-loved collie, Kep, in the 

garden at Hill Top Farm

“I MUST LEAVE EVERYTHING HERE 
AS IT IS. SO AFTER I MARRIED I JUST 

LOCKED THE DOOR AND LEFT”

THE CHARACTERS 
OF HILL TOP

Tom Kitten
Beatrix called Hill Top “Tom Kitten’s House.” The 

Tale of Tom Kitten was written as she was moving in. 

Tom and his siblings, Mittens and Moppet, perch on 

the fern-covered wall, beside the little white gate, 

to watch the puddle-ducks pass by. Their mother 

stands under Hill Top’s stone porch as they go down a flowery path, 

which looks much the same today.

Samuel Whiskers
The Tale of Samuel Whiskers, or The Roly-Poly 

Pudding, includes glimpses of the house at Hill 

Top. The carpet and curtains on the half-landing 

are in the illustration where Samuel Whiskers rolls 

along the rolling pin with which he plans to make 

Tom into a pudding. The rats make their way through gaps in the 

thick walls, up the chimney and under the floorboards.

Pigling Bland
In The Tale of Pigling Bland, Beatrix painted Pigling 

and Pig-wig walking past a signpost at a crossroads 

where she and William used to walk when they 

were courting. It can still easily be recognised in 

the lanes below Near Sawrey. In her early days at 

Hill Top, Beatrix made one little black piglet, just like Pig-wig, a 

pet. She kept it in a basket by her bed, and bottle-fed it.

Jemima Puddle-Duck 

The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck was born when 

Beatrix observed how Mrs Cannon, the wife of the 

Hill Top farmer, took eggs away from her ducks to 

be hatched by the more reliable hens. Mrs Cannon 

and her children are illustrated in the book. The 

menacing fox, Mr Tod, lives above the village, while the dogs who 

rescue Jemima are outside the village pub, the Tower Bank Arms.
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HILL TOP

RIGHT Beatrix 

Potter’s paintbox and 

a selection of brushes 

and paper

ABOVE Beatrix Potter and her husband, 

William Heelis, pictured on their wedding day 

on 15 October 1913

Beatrix drew many 

of the streets and 

archways of the 

village of Hawkshead

LEFT Some of the 

mouse customers 

from The Tale of 

Ginger and Pickles 
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The 150th anniversary of Beatrix Potter’s birth means celebratory events across the country

©
 A

la
m

y,
 G

e
tt

y,
 F

lic
kr

, A
n

n
 L

e
e

, A
n

d
re

w
, J

o
h

n
 F

ie
ld

in
g,

 S
m

u
d

ge
 9

0
0

0
, T

h
in

ks
to

ck
, P

au
l S

h
re

e
ve

.

HILL TOP

to the brooding mystery of Troutbeck. But her ties to Hill Top 

never faded away.

In the last summer of Beatrix’s life, before she died in 1943, 

she spent many hours arranging her treasures here – the 

china, the quilts, the curios. There was a square piano and the 

family Bible, her grandmother’s warming pan, and a nit comb 

made especially for the dolls. There were tiny, bronze fi gures 

of characters from her books, pieces of her own embroidery, 

and the old oak furniture that she used to collect from sales 

around the area. There was also a doll’s house with the very 

plaster plates of food that, in The Tale of Two Bad Mice, Tom 

Thumb and Hunca Munca stole; and a huge 17th-century 

oil painting of Noah and the fl ood. When the National Trust 

eventually took over the property, staff  found dozens of little 

notes stuck on the back of Beatrix’s treasures, detailing how 

she came by each item, and often including the price that she 

had paid for them. 

Some of the things are valuable in their own right; some 

only because her work and fame has made them so. Beatrix 

once expressed her baffl  ement that more people did not love 

and value the simple, ordinary old things of everyday life. “It is 

extraordinary how little people value old things if they are of 

little intrinsic value.”

But if this is the home of an artist – and an expert on old 

oak furniture – it is also the secret treasure trove of (as Beatrix 

d ib d herself once) a child who “never grew 

ill Top, Beatrix wrote, was a funny old 

use that “would amuse children very 

much… I never saw such a place for hide 

and seek.” With love in every line, she 

described the brass turnspit and coal 

scuttle inside the house, the “cupboards and cupboards” 

and the book room that was over the porch with its “dusty 

parchment smell.” 

 Beatrix wrote of the fl owers in the garden, which “love 

the house, they try to come in… The golden-fl owered great 

St. John’s wort pushes up between the fl ags in the porch, 

and has peeped up between the skirting and the fl ags in the 

hall-place before now, and the old lilac that blew down had its 

roots under the parlour fl oor when they lifted up the boards. 

House-leek grows on the window-sills and ledges. Clematis 

chokes the spouts.”

In the garden, soft fruits and herbs tussle for space with 

the fl owers – wallfl owers and cabbage roses, blue gentian 

and red japonica quince. Phlox, Michaelmas daisies and 

chrysanthemums, and a wilderness of snowdrops come after 

winter. Also in the garden is the rhubarb patch where Jemima 

Puddle-Duck laid her eggs. 

A few years before her death, showing her portfolios in 

1940 to a young New Zealand admirer, Beatrix stopped at the 

picture of Jemima Puddle-Duck rushing down the hill. “That 

is what I used to look like to the Sawrey people,” she said to 

him. “I rushed about quacking industriously!” The hills above 

Sawrey where Jemima is shown fi nally managing to fl y are the 

same surrounding hills where Beatrix asked for her ashes to be 

scattered – a fi nal link with this beloved piece of country. 

“It’s a pretty old place, and I have taken much pleasure 

collecting some oddments, hoping that some day the 

National Trust might care to preserve it along with my land,” 

wrote Beatrix, modestly. But to visitors from around the world, 

Hill Top has seemed more than that – a gateway into her 

world, and one which still welcomes us today.

“IN THE LAST SUMMER OF BEATRIX’S LIFE, 
BEFORE SHE DIED IN 1943, SHE SPENT MANY 
HOURS ARRANGING HER TREASURES HERE – 

THE CHINA, THE QUILTS, THE CURIOS”

BEATRIX’S BIRTHDAY EVENTS

Hill Top
28th July 2016

This is the specific date that 

marks the 150th anniversary 

of Beatrix’s birthday, and her 

beloved Hill Top is throwing 

a party – a free, all-day event. 

Bring a picnic and enjoy the 

garden’s summer beauty.

Melford Hall
July – August 2016

Beatrix would visit her cousin 

at Melford Hall in Suffolk, 

where you can see some of 

her possessions. There will 

be story reading on 23 July, 

a party on 28 July, and an 

outdoor theatre on 13 August.

Mottisfont Abbey
Throughout 2016

Mottisfont in Hampshire 

displays an exhibition of 

Beatrix Potter’s watercolours 

and vintage dolls of the 

characters who also inspire an 

action-packed family trail, and 

themed weekend activities.

Windermere
16th Sep – 9th Oct 2016

The World of Beatrix Potter 

Attraction hosts ‘Where is 

Peter Rabbit?’ from 27 June 

to 4 September – a musical 

adventure show. Plus, a play 

for adults, Meeting Bea, from 

16 September to 9 October.

Derwentwater 
28th July 2016

Lingholm, the house on 

Derwentwater where Beatrix 

spent many summers, opens 

to the public in July with a cafe 

and garden. Mr McGregor’s 

garden was based on the one 

at Lingholm.
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TA NIA LESTA L

A beautiful 13th-century Gothic city full of charm, Tallinn 
looks like fairy-tale book come to life

C I T Y  G U I D E 
TO

MEDIEVAL 
TALLINN

ESTONIA
TALLINN



MEDIEVAL TALLINN

The architecturally stunning city of 
Tallinn will surprise you at every turn 
as you walk along its cobbled streets 
and narrow, winding passageways. 

rst recorded in 1154, Tallinn has had a long history 
of foreign rule beginning in 1219 when the Danes 
invaded the city. In 1285, Tallinn became the 
northernmost member of the Hanseatic League. By 
1347, Teutonic Knights had taken control of Tallinn 
before it was conquered by the Swedes and then the 
Russians during the Great Northern War. It wasn’t 
until 1918 that Estonia fi nally achieved independence. 

Throughout most of its history, Tallinn was known 
y its German name, Reval. Only after 1918 did the 
apital become known as “Tallinn”, (Taani-linn – 

anish town”) a reference to the city’s Danish past. 
Tallinn is particularly famous for its city wall 

nd Medieval fortifi cations. The limestone wall was 
iginally 2.4 kilometres long, 16 metres high and three 
etres thick. Today, about 1.9 kilometres of it remain 
d 20 original defence towers have been preserved. 
llinn’s Old Town is one of the best-preserved 

edieval cities in Europe and is a UNESCO World 
ritage Site, so an authentic Medieval experience can 

be found here with ease. 

The city of Tallinn has been characterised by its beautiful round towers and looming spires for centuries 
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sten to: Arvo Pärt - The 

ery Best of 

Arvo Pärt is one of the 

most widely performed 

and recorded composers 

of our time. Born in 

Estonia in 1935, his classical and 

stirring music has been enchanting 

listeners for decades.

Read: The Baltic: A New 

History Of The Region And 

Its People by Alan Palmer

Alan Palmer traces the 

history of the Baltic region 

from its early Viking days 

and its time under the 

Byzantine Empire right 

through its Medieval prime. A riveting 

historic overview. 

Watch: Viimne Reliikvia (The 

Last Relic) 1969 fi lm

Considered a classic of 

Estonian cinema. Vilmne 

Reliikvia is set during a 

Livonian War-era peasant 

uprising, and is a Medieval 

tale of adventure and romance. Pirita 

Monastery features prominently. 

TAKING IN 
THE CULTURE 
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The Raeapteek 
This is the oldest pharmacy in Estonia and one of the 

oldest continuously running pharmacies in Europe. 

The Raeapteek has been operating from the same 

premises on Tallinn’s Town Hall Square since the day 

it first opened in 1422. Walking into the pharmacy 

is like stepping back in time, with beautiful, well-

preserved wooden interiors allowing visitors to catch 

a glimpse of a bygone era and perhaps purchase 

some of the (less dangerous) remedies that have 

been used over the centuries. In Medieval times, 

however, the sick could buy gruesome-sounding 

remedies including mummy juice (viper salve), bat 

powder, burnt hedgehog powder, snakeskin potion 

and rhinoceros horn powder for treatments. The 

pharmacy was also the place to find paper, ink, 

sealing-wax, gunpowder, spices and candles for

Medieval Estonians. Somewhat ironically, when

tobacco was introduced to Estonia, this pharmacy

was the first place in the country to sell it.

Tallinn Town Hall
Tallinn’s Town Hall is one of the city’s most prominent 

landmarks. Located in the heart of the Old Town, 

construction of the stone building began in the 

13th century, though the building we see today was 

completed in 1404 to meet the needs of the Teutonic 

Order who, since gaining control of Estonia in 1346, 

had seen trade grow in the city. For centuries it was a 

meeting place for merchants, local authorities were 

based here and theatre groups performed in the 

building. On the top of the Town Hall’s tower is ‘Old 

Thomas’ (in Estonian, Vana Toomas, believed to be 

the defender of Tallinn, perched upon the tower since 

1530. Tallinn Town Hall is the only surviving Gothic 

town hall in Northern Europe today.

Danish King’s 
Garden

The Danish King’s Garden, known as ‘Taani Kuninga’ 

in Estonian, is the site where, according to legend, 

the Danish fl ag was sent down from heaven during a 

battle in 1219, a sign that was thought to have helped 

the Danes win victory over Estonians. The garden is 

named after the Danish King Valdemar II who is said to 

have camped his troops here before they conquered 

Toompea. The Danish reign lasted well over a century 

in Tallinn and Northern Estonia. The Danish King’s 

Garden is a popular stopping point for visitors when 

they come to Tallinn, not necessarily to view the 

garden itself but to enjoy its surroundings and invoke 

the legends attached to it. Curving around the garden 

is an impressive section of the city’s Medieval wall with 

the Maiden Tower in the middle. A good vantage point 

can be found here from which you can observe the 

town below. 

3

2

1      
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St Nicholas’ Church was one of the two
parish churches in Medieval Tallinn 
and one of the city’s wealthiest. It was 
founded and built around 1230–75 by 
Westphalian merchants who came 
from Gotland in the 13th century. The 
church was dedicated to Saint Nicholas, 
the patron of fi shermen and sailors. St 
Nicholas’ was the only church in Tallinn 
that escaped untouched by iconoclasm, 
brought about by the Protestant 
Reformation in 1523. To protect the 
church, the head of the congregation 
poured molten lead into its locks to 
prevent the raging hordes from entering.

On 9 March 1944, the church 
was severely damaged by the Soviet 
bombing of Tallinn in World War II. 
The resulting fi re turned the church to 

ruins and destroyed most of its interior
(all apart from the St Anthony chapel 
was damaged), including baroque 
pews, lofts and pulpit. Many treasures 
did, however, survive thanks to their 
timely evacuation from the church. 
The renovation of the church started 
in 1953 and was completely fi nished 
in 1981. Fire once again damaged the 
tower in October 1982. After restoration 
was carried out under the guidance of 
conservator-restorer Villem Raam, 
the church was inaugurated in 1984 
as a museum and concert hall, where 
the collection of Medieval art of the 
Art Museum of Estonia is displayed. 
The museum also contains a special 
silver chamber with silver treasures of 
tradesmen’s guilds. 

ST NICHOLAS’ CHURCH4

MEDIEVAL TALLINN

ABOVE The church also houses a museum of Medieval art

Tallinn’s centre 
of power
The Castle that dominates Old 

Town’s skyline is rich in stories

Toompea Castle has been a stronghold of various ruling 

powers over the centuries from where they reigned 

over the city of Tallinn. Originally the site of an ancient 

wooden fortress (one of Tallinn’s first) dating back to 

1050, Toompea Hill has long been a prized vantage point. 

Toompea Castle was first erected during the 12th century 

and each of the subsequent conquerors have left their 

mark with expansions. The Danes sold the castle to the 

Teutonic Order in 1346, and it remained in their hands 

for the remainder of the Middle Ages. Much of the 

14th-century castle can be seen today with additional 

buildings dating from 1767 and 1773, including the 

beautiful baroque façade. 

Today Toompea is home to the Riigikogu (Estonian 

parliament). The western wall and the Pikk Hermann 

Tower belong to the Medieval fortress of the Order of the 

Brothers of the Sword, the Government Administration 

building represents the Tsarist period and is classic in 

style, and the building of the Riigikogu, in the castle 

courtyard, was built at the beginning of the 1920s. 

The 45-metre-tall Pikk Hermann Tower is a symbol 

of Estonia’s independence. Each morning, at sunrise, 

Estonia’s blue, black and white flag is raised atop Pikk 

Hermann Tower accompanied by the national anthem. 

At sunset, the flag is lowered. The flag is replaced several 

times a year but when an Estonian athlete wins a gold 

medal at the Olympics, he or she is given the flag that is 

flying atop Pikk Hermann Tower that day.

ABOVE  One of the most famous artworks in the museum is 

‘Danse Macabre’ by the Lübeck master Bernt Notke
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Kiek in De 
Kök Tower 

Built in 1475, the Kiek in De Kök is a former artillery 

tower that was part of Tallinn’s old fortress. Standing 

at 38 metres high with walls four metres thick, the 

tower got its name (meaning ‘peek into the kitchen’) 

from the fact that soldiers could see into the kitchens 

of nearby houses. The tower has witnessed many 

battles over the centuries with cannon balls dating 

from 1577 still embedded in its outer wall. Today, Kiek 

in De Kök is a museum highlighting the evolution of 

Tallinn. Visitors can explore the armoury and weapons 

used during battles between the 13th-18th centuries 

and interactive media brings Estonian history to life. 

Underneath the tower lies the bastion passages, 

which were constructed in the 17th century during the 

period of Swedish rule.

CITY GUIDE

6

Estonian Open 
Air Museum

A trip to the Estonian Open Air Museum 
is a must for families visiting Tallinn. 
The museum is eight kilometres west of 
the city centre and is easy to reach. It can 
be reached by taking the number 21 bus 
from outside the main train station (the 
journey takes 25 minutes). 

The Estonian Open Air Museum 
features a full reconstruction of an 
18th-century village consisting of 72 
buildings, spread over some 79 hectares. 
The museum includes 12 farms, a tavern, 
school, church, fi re station, windmills 
and watermills. Visitors can explore each 
of the buildings and gain an insight into 
Estonian rural life. 

Many special events take place at the 
museum throughout the year celebrating 
all periods of Estonian history, including 
the Medieval. On 24 February, Estonian 
Independence Day, celebrations are held 
here featuring live music, folk dancing 
and, at times, battle re-enactments. 
Jaanipäev (mid-summer’s eve) on 23 
June sees huge bonfi res lit celebrating 
the end of the harvesting season. At 
Christmas, visitors can even take a 
carriage ride in the snow.

7

Take the
family

Estonian History 
Museum

Located in the centre of the Old Town, the Estonian 

History Museum is housed inside the Great Guild 

Hall. Built 1407-10, the interior of the Gothic 

building is decorated with many blind arches, and 

the hall is a typical example of Medieval Tallinn 

architecture. For centuries the hall has played 

an important role in the life of the city and today 

features the permanent exhibition ‘Spirit of 

Survival: 11,000 years of Estonian History’. 

5
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Maiasmokk Cafe
A visit to Tallinn is not complete without visiting

Estonia’s oldest continually working cafe, Maiasmokk,

the name of which translates as ‘sweet tooth’ in

Estonian. Built in 1864, the cafe has been operating

from the same location since it opened, serving

delicious treats for more than 150 years. Maiasmokk

is famous for its marzipan, and there is a workshop

located on the premises where visitors can watch the

scrumptious works of arts being made.

Tallinn Medieval Days
Step back in time and witness the Hanseatic period come alive in Tallinn

Olde Hansa
Located in the heart of the Old Town, Olde Hansa

offers guests a truly unique Medieval dining

experience. Entering the restaurant is like stepping

back in time; staff are dressed in traditional

Hanseatic attire and meals are served by candlelight.

All of the authentic dishes on the menu are cooked

using 15th-century recipes and methods. Popular

menu items include ‘Lihakeedus’, a thick meat soup,

roast rabbit and bear steak.

8

9

10 Vanaema 
Juures

Tallinn has many great restaurants 
and it’s often diffi  cult to decide which 
one to try fi rst. The Peppersack and 
Hell Hunt (Gentle Wolf ) are two of 

linn’s most popular establishments, 
but if you really want to experience 
some truly traditional Estonian cuisine, 
then pay a visit to Vanaema Juures. 
‘Grandma’s Place’ was one of Tallinn’s 
most stylish restaurants in the 1930s and 
still rates as a top choice for traditional, 
home-style Estonian fare. 

The antique-furnished, photograph-
fi lled dining room creates a warm and 
cosy atmosphere, and during the summer 
it is possible to sit outside on the street 
terrace. Traditional Estonian cuisine 
largely consists of meat, potato and 
cabbage based meals, accompanied with 
slices of black rye bread. Estonian meals 
are largely infl uenced by the seasons. 
Rhubarb-based dishes are popular in 
the spring and berries of all kinds can 
be found in abundance during the late 
summer/autumn period. Slow-cooked 
roasts and casseroles are popular on 
the menu during winter along with pea 
soup. At Christmas time, black pudding 
(verevorst) is very popular.

Every year in early July, Tallinn holds 

its Medieval Days festival. The week-

long event takes place in Tallinn’s 

Old Town where visitors are able to 

experience the magical atmosphere 

of the Hanseatic era. 

A large Medieval market is set 

up in the Town Hall Square with all 

the merchants dressed in traditional 

attire while selling their wares and 

conducting workshops. Here you 

can watch master craftsmen at work 

as they create beautiful and unique 

items out of pottery, iron, leather 

and textiles. The wood carving is also 

particularly interesting. 

A Medieval procession opens 

the event, and is followed by various 

workshops, excursions and theatre 

performances. Musicians and 

dancers from near and far take to 

the stage while street performers 

wander around the town. Don’t be 

surprised to find yourself standing 

next to ladies dressed in elegant 

gowns or knights in armour recalling 

the Teutonic history of the city. A 

highlight of Tallinn’s Medieval Days 

is the jousting competition, and a 

children’s area can be found on the 

hill by St Nicholas’ Church, where 

children can take part in workshops, 

games and more.

at&drink

MEDIEVAL TALLINN



Hotel Telegraaf
Perfectly placed in the heart of Tallinn’s historica

Old Town, Hotel Telegraaf is an elegant 19th-cen

building with a stunning façade. Formerly a

telephone exchange station, it has been masterfu

converted in to a boutique hotel providing super

five-star luxury accommodation. Hotel Telegraaf

features the award-winning Tchaikovsky restaura

which serves authentic Russian cuisine using

traditional recipes with a contemporary twist. Th

hotel offers a wide choice of rooms with either a

courtyard or street view, and historical or modern

design. All rooms feature high ceilings, parquet

floors, and are furnished with modern amenities.

My City Hotel
My City Hotel is a charming four-star hote

comprising of 68 well-appointed rooms. The hot

located in a beautiful historical building in Tallinn

Old Town and combines modern and classical

luxury. The hotel offers standard, superior and fa

rooms and serves an excellent breakfast stay here

13
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The Three Sisters 
Boutique Hotel

The Three Sisters is a central boutique hotel 
located in the north end of the Old Town 
in Pikk Street. Built in 1362, the building 
originally consisted of three merchants 
houses that underwent major renovations in 
2003 to create this elegant fi ve-star luxury 
hotel. The hotel enjoys a convenient location, 
just steps away from Tallinn Harbour and 
major tourist attractions. 

During the Middle Ages, Pikk Street was 
Tallinn’s main thoroughfare and saw traders 
pass through its cobbled streets on horseback 
to sell their meats, spices and grain in the 
Town Square. Today, Tallinn’s Town Square 
is still a place of lively exchange. Each of The 
Three Sisters’ 23 spacious and tastefully 
decorated rooms are unique in shape and size 
owing to its 14th-century architecture. The 
hotel gives visitors the feeling of living in a 
castle during another century while enjoying 
modern amenities. The Three Sisters Hotel 
takes pride in maintaining high-quality 
standards and service, making it a very 
attractive place to spend a few days. Hotel 
facilities include complimentary high-speed 
internet, spa, library, private guided tours 
upon request and a wine bar. Multilingual 
staff are always available to ensure your stay
is a memorable one.

W re 
to stay

CITY GUIDE

11
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Old House 
Apartments

At the heart of Tallinn’s atmospheric Old Town, the Old 

House is family-owned, specialising in accommodation  

including apartments, a guest house and hostel. All tastes 

and budgets are catered for. Old House apartments are 

modern, stylish, clean and fully equipped, and are great for 

family holidays or romantic weekends away. 

E X P L O R E R’ S E S S E N T I A L S

M E D I EVA L  TA L L I N N

ESTON IA

SWEDEN

RUSSIA

LATVIA

LITHUANIA
BELAURUS

POLAND

FINLAND

Riga

Vilnius

Helsinki

Moscow

Stockholm Tallinn

Essential information
Where Tallinn’s Old Town is easily 

accessible from the airport - it’s only a short 

four kilometres away. Bus No.2 departs every 

20 minutes from the airport’s lower level, 

which is down the escalator from the arrivals 

hall. The most central stop is the Laikmaa 

Street stop, which drops you off near the Viru 

shopping centre and Tallink Hotel. Taxis are 

also plentiful at the airport, but be mindful 

to check the price card displayed on the 

passenger window before getting in. Some 

drivers charge exorbitant prices, in some 

cases up to four times more than the norm. A 

fare from the airport should cost between €7 

(£5/$7) and €10 (£8/$11).

When to visit Tallinn is a beautiful city to 

visit all year round, with something to offer 

in every season. In summer, the days are 

long with midnight sunsets, and in winter, 

Medieval Tallinn looks stunning covered in 

snow. Tallinn’s Christmas markets are among 

Europe’s best.

Time zone UTC+3:00

Currency Euro

Links
www.visittallinn.ee/eng The official website of the Visit Tallinn, full of useful tips for travel

evm.ee/eng/home The website of the Estonian Open Air Museum, with information for visits

www.visitestonia.com/en Visit Estonia offers official tourist board advice for visiting the country

Need to know

Most Estonians speak 
conversational English
Many Estonians learn English 

as a second language in school 

so communication shouldn’t 

be a problem. Be mindful that 

Estonians can appear reserved 

yet are helpful. A few basic words 

to learn are: ‘tere’ (hello), ‘aitäh’ 

(thank you) and ‘palun’ (please).

Know the road rules
It is a legal requirement in 

Estonia for drivers to have 

their headlights on at all times. 

Estonia also has very strict laws 

regarding alcohol consumption, 

and the legal alcohol limit for 

drivers is zero. As well as this, 

pedestrians are required to wear 

reflectors at night. 

Don’t forget to pack 
your phone! 
There are no longer any public 

pay phones in Estonia. They were 

phased out years ago. In Estonia, 

virtually everything can be paid 

for using your mobile phone. 

Parking, topping up your bus 

ticket or purchasing movie tickets 

can be done via SMS.
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“I perform the function of a whetstone,
which can make the iron sharp though
is itself unable to cut.” These words by
Ancient Roman poet Horace were often used

by John Aubrey to describe himself. It was a modest claim
as Aubrey wasn’t just a leading gatherer and disseminator
of scholarly and biographical information in late 17th
century England. He was also a scientist, historian of
architecture, pioneer of archaeology and antiquarianism,
as well as the author of the celebrated book, Brief Lives,
which so brilliantly captured the spirit of his age.

Aubrey was born in Easton Piercy, North Wiltshire,
in 1626 to an affluent, land-owning family. Educated at a
local grammar school, he entered Trinity College Oxford
in 1642 to study Law. Here, he was introduced to not only

A CHAMPION
OF AVEBURY &
STONEHENGE

ABOVE Aubrey travelled for 

weeks on horseback to build 

up his collection of antiques 

and record his observations

a wealth of knowledge, but some of the finest minds in 
the land. Aubrey met the greatest writers, scientists and 
political thinkers of his age: Samuel Pepys, Robert Hooke, 
Thomas Hobbes and Christopher Wren, to name a few. 

He was well-acquainted enough with Charles II to 
show him the Aubrey Holes at Stonehenge, a ring of 56 
chalk pits which Aubrey had first recorded and which are 
named after him. He had discovered them during studies 
at the site, and was the only expert to consider their 
existence until centuries later, when, in 1920, Colonel 
William Hawley uncovered more of the chalk pits that 
Aubrey had found. The pits added to potential theories 
about the use of the site – were they dug to support 
wooden posts? Or perhaps they acted as an astronomical 
indicator? The theories endure, thanks to Aubrey’s work. 

J O H N  A U B R E Y
HERITAGE HERO



“How these curiosities would be
quite forgot, did not such idle

fellows as I am put them down”

J O H N A U B R E Y

MAKING
AHERO

Witty biographies
The light-hearted tone of

Brief Lives reveals Aubrey’s

easygoing manner and

sense of humour.

Wiltshire expert
He concluded that the

stone monuments of

Wiltshire were the work of

Druids, not Romans.

Posthumous fame
Aubrey only saw one of

his works published in his

lifetime:Miscellanies Upon

Various Subjects.

Empirical pioneer
Aubrey was a pioneer of

empiricism, the theory that

all knowledge is acquired

through the senses.

Royal Society
Aubrey was one of the

early members of the Royal

Society and supported it

throughout his life.

1

2

3

4

5

Stonehenge held a lifelong 

fascination for Aubrey and his 

studies of it contributed greatly 

to our understanding of it today

In 1648, Aubrey began what would be one of his most 
important studies, by pure chance. While out hunting 
with friends in Avebury, he saw for the fi rst time the 
Avebury stones, which he had not heard of before. 
Their inclusion in Aubrey’s Monumenta Britannica has 
provided vital information for later studies of the site. 

Between 1669 and 1696, Aubrey wrote dozens of 
biographies of the great and the good who had helped 
shape the period he lived in. The reams of manuscripts 
and letters he left behind also include meticulous 
records of buildings, ancient sites and natural features, 
which he would not just write about but draw, too. In the 
process, he bequeathed insights to archaeologists and 
antiquarians showing, for example, how to date a building 
by the design and construction of its windows. 

Like the biographies, which were collated after his 
death into Brief Lives, many of these manuscripts were 
later edited into in-depth studies. These works included 
The Natural History of Wiltshire, A Perambulation of the 

County of Surrey and the Monumenta Britannica; the 
latter is widely considered to be his greatest achievement 
and the cornerstone for studies into British archaeology. 

At the time Aubrey’s writing was often criticised for 
trivialising the lives of great men. But Aubrey – whose 
works are full of 18th-century wit and wisdom – insisted 
that he wanted to record “the naked and plaine trueth, 
which is here exposed so bare”. By the time he died in 
1697 he’d left behind a vast body of work that exposed the 
plain truth not just about his biographical subjects, but a 
great deal more besides.

HERITAGE HERO
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Joinour
ReaderP

We’ve had a fantastic time 
making this issue of Explore 
History and we hope you 
enjoy reading it. Over the 
next issues, we will continue 
to grow and evolve, so we 
need you to let us know 
what you want to see more 
of. By answering just a few 
questions, you could be 
selected for our fi rst Explore 
History reader panel. We 
can’t wait to hear from you. 

Alex Hoskins
Deputy Editor

Take our three-minute surve
historyanswers.co.uk/
explorehistorysurvey 



See new ideas and changes before anyone else

Get invited to attend special events in your area

Have a chance to meet the Explore History team

Test third-party products for review

Shape future issues of the magazine

Enter into exclusive competitions

Complete our survey to join our 
Explore History panel and:

Complete our survey and win your place today

historyanswers.co.uk/explorehistorysurvey

Take the 
survey on 
any device

Complete
survey

Step 1
Get

involved

Step 2
Earn

rewards

Step 3
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‘MrWilliam
Shakespeare’s
Comedies,Histories,
& Tragedies’
(The First Folio),
1623

LOCATION:Theatre & Performance, Room 106, Level 3

ABOVE The controversial Droeshout portrait of Shakespeare

appears on the frontsipiece of the First Folio

OF THE

Victoria & Albert Museum

MEET THE 
CURATOR 
Bill Sherman is the head 

of research at the Victoria 

& Albert Museum in 

London, UK. He has overall 

responsibility for the 

Collections division of the 

museum – which includes 

curation, research, and 

conservation and collections 

management. 

He is also leading the 

development of the newly 

created V&A Research 

Institute (VARI), which will 

take the museum’s thriving 

research culture into a 

new phase and make its 

collections and expertise 

more accessible. 

The curator for one of London’s most beloved museums, the 
V&A, picks ten pieces from their eclectic mix of global artefacts 

One of the most treasured books in the world, 
the First Folio of 1623 is the very fi rst collected 
edition of the plays of renowned playwright 
William Shakespeare. It was edited by John 
Heminges and Henry Condell who were actors in 
Shakespeare’s company, The King’s Men. 

“The First Folio is important because it provides 
the only surviving texts of 18 of Shakespeare’s 36 
plays, which would otherwise have been lost,” says 
Sherman. “The V&A has more copies of this precious 
book than any other collection in the country, except 
for the British Library.” A copy of the First Folio in 
its day is thought to have cost £1 ($1.30), a veritable 
bargain compared to its £3.5 million ($4.7 million) 
value today.
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The Ardabil Carpet, 1539–1540

The Ardabil Carpet is the oldest dated carpet in

the world – and, at over ten metres long, it is also

one of the largest.

It was made in Ardabil in northwest Iran, the

burial place of Shaykh Safi al-Din Ardabili (who

died in 1334). The Shaykh was a Sufi leader and an

ancestor of Shah Ismail, who founded the Safavid

dynasty (1501–1722). Sherman says of this item:

“While the exact origins of the carpet are unclear,

it is believed to have been commissioned by the

court for the shrine of the Shaykh, which, by the 16th

century, was a place of pilgrimage.”

The carpet was acquired for the V&A at the

recommendation of the great Victorian designer,

William Morris, who declared it to be of “singular

perfection… logically and consistently beautiful.”

LOCATION: The Jameel Gallery, Room 42, Level 1

Tipu’s Tiger, 1790s
LOCATION: The Nehru Gallery, Room 41, Level 1

ABOVE The intricate detail of the rug is made even more 

impressive by its gigantic size

BELOW The rug 

as it is displayed

 at the museum

Punk 
ensemble from 
‘Seditionaries’
colle
1976

 LOCATION
Room 40, Leve

During the late

Westwood and

McLaren’s sho

was at the cen

emerging punk

Closely associa

such as the Sex

was anti-establ

androgynous an

– but also as hig

(in its own way)

couture pieces

extensive fashio

This year m

anniversary of p

ensemble captu

of the anarchic

continues to in

fashion today. 

Roaring 
obsession
Tipu was reportedly 

obsessed with 

tigers, with the 

image of a tiger 

adorning many of 

his belongings.

Symbolic 
clash

Tipu’s fear 

of British 

colonisation 

is perhaps 

the reason for 

the victim’s 

European dress.

This curious wooden tiger with 
a musical organ inside its body is 
devouring a victim in European 
military dress. It belonged to Tipu 
Sultan (1750–1799), the renowned 

ruler of Mysore who tried to drive the 
British out of India. Sherman says, 
“The semi-automaton was kept in the 
ruler’s music room at his palace in 
Seringapatam until 1799, when it was 

looted by the East India Company army 
after his defeat. While the handle is too 
fragile to be used, it is reputed that the 
noises it made when turned imitated 
the victim’s dying wails of agony.”
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LOCATION: Cast Courts, Room 46b, Level 1

Michelangelo’s David
(1501–1504) is probably the
most famous sculpture in
the world. Depicting David,
slayer of the giant Goliath,

it was carved from a single block of marble.
This life-size plaster cast was given to Queen
Victoria in 1857 as a peace offering from
the Grand Duke Leopold II of Tuscany. The
Duke had refused to export a painting that
the National Gallery in London had hoped
to buy. This cast was produced from a mould
made up of several hundred pieces. It was first
displayed at the Museum in 1873.

Sherman adds a colourful story to the
inclusion of this particular item: “The story
goes that on her first encounter with the cast
of David at the Museum, Queen Victoria was
so shocked by the nudity that a proportionally
accurate fig leaf was commissioned. It was
then kept in readiness for future royal visits,
when it was hung on the figure using two
strategically placed hooks.”

Cast of Michelang
David, about 1857

The Liberator 3D 
printed gun, 2013

The Liberator was the world’s first 3D printed gun

to be fired on 6 May 2013 by Texan law student 

Cody Wilson – and the V&A immediately acquired 

two of Wilson’s prototypes as part of its new 

‘Rapid Response’ gallery. Wilson founded Defense 

Distributed to “defend the civil liberty of popular 

access to arms, as guaranteed by the United States 

Constitution.” He created designs for guns and gun 

components that could be downloaded by anyone 

from anywhere in the world and printed out on a 3D 

printer. The invention sparked intense debate. 

Sherman told us: “Design drawings for the 

handgun were downloaded over 100,000 times after 

they were released online on the day of firing. The 

files were then seized by the US government and 

Wilson was ordered to remove them.”

The Raphael Cartoons, commissioned in 1515
The seven
so-called cartoons 
exhibited at the 
V&A are among the 
most important 

artistic treasures in Britain. 
Commissioned by Pope Leo X 
from the great painter Raphael 
(1483–1520), they were created as 
full-size painted designs for the 
tapestries covering the lower walls 
of the Sistine Chapel in Vatican 
City. The project ended up costing 
over fi ve times the amount paid to 
Michelangelo for the paintings on 
the Sistine Chapel’s ceiling. 

Sherman says: “The cartoons 
arrived at the V&A in 1865 and are 
on (very) extended loan from Her 
Majesty The Queen.”

LOCATION: Raphael, Room 48a, Level 1

RIGHT ‘The Conversion of the Proconsul’ shows a 

Roman’s conversion to Christianity

 LOCATION: Rapid Response Collecting, Room 
74a, Level 3
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Meissen Table Fountain, 1745–1747
LOCATION: Europe 1600–1815, Room 3, Level 0

This massive table fountain was
commissioned from the Meissen

of which would have seen this dramatic 
centrepiece. According to Sherman, “the

of rivers and seas, crowning his consort,
Amphitrite, shown riding a seashell drawn

The Great Bed of Ware, about 1590

The big bed mentioned by the Bard, this late

Elizabethan bed has been infamous for nearly

400 years. Such was its fame that it was even

mentioned in Shakespeare’s play Twelfth Night –

making it one of the few surviving objects known

directly by the playwright. Measuring over three

The Gloucester
Candlestick,

metres wide and able to accommodate at least four 

couples, the bed was probably made as a tourist 

attraction for an inn in Ware, Hertfordshire. 

Sherman says “Visitors often etched their initials 

on the bed and these are still visible today, while its 

decorations hint at sexual pleasure.”

©
 V

ic
to

ri
a 

&
 A

lb
e

rt
 M

u
se

u
m

, J
am

e
s 

M
e

d
cr

af
t,

 H
e

r 
M

aj
e

st
y 

Q
u

e
e

n
 E

liz
ab

e
th

 I
I 

2
0

14

10 TREASURES

 LOCATION: Britain 1500–1760, Room 57a, Level 2

BELOW The fountain 

is made up of many 

pieces, some of which 

were 3D printed by 

the museum
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We follow the trail of one of America’s
ost beloved presidents, and uncover
he secrets of his path from average
American to ultimate statesman

T here is a reasonwhy
AbrahamLincoln’s face
is carved intoMount
Rushmore – anhonour that

only four of the 44men to haveheld
the office of president of theUnited
States have been afforded. It is not just
that he is the Martyr President; the man who
gave up his respectable job as a lawyer to
campaign for what he believed in, and who
was ultimately murdered for daring to do
what he thought was right. Beyond this, many
feel that he epitomises the American dream.
The self-educated son of a frontiersman who
could barely read and write, Lincoln mounted
a successful presidential campaign through

WORDS
BY

HARRY
CUNNINGHAM

ILLINOIS

WASHINGTON

MASACHUSETTS

P L AC E S V I S I T E D

Abraham
Lincoln

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF… 

hard work, compassion and determination 
rather than through wealth and patronage. 

Throughout Illinois, a place that Lincoln 
truly made his home, we are still able to see 
and feel the locations that drove Lincoln to 
contest the White House: the offi  ce where he 
worked with his partner, Herndon; the rooms 
where he held court, touting for fi nancial 
and political support; and the remnants of 
the modest railway station where he gave his 
famous farewell address in 1861, before he 
embarked – victorious – on the long journey 
to Washington as President-elect. 

These are the very places that infl uenced 
Lincoln, and moulded him into one of 
America’s great presidents.

Lincoln makes his 

famous Gettysburg 

address in 1863

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF...
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN

L I N CO LN TRA I L
HOMESTEAD

STATE PARK &
MEMOR I A L

The stunning natural landscape at the 
state park is virtually unchanged since 

Lincoln’s day, including the black walnut 
trees that grow there.

Look out for

1

DATE VISITED: 1830

ABOVE Young Abraham 

Lincoln chopping wood 

circa 1830

In 1830, the Lincoln 
family moved from 

Indiana, where Abraham 
had grown up, and settled 
near Harristown, Illinois, in 
an area that had once been 
occupied by three native 
American Indian 
tribes: the Miami, 
Kickapoo and 
Mascouten. The 
entire extended 
family lived together 
in a log cabin next to 
the Sangamon River, 
near Decatur, Illinois. 
There was Abraham, 
his father, his sisters 
and their families, as well as 
his stepmother – Lincoln’s 
mother having died of snakeroot 
poisoning when he was nine 
years old – and his stepmother’s 
sons-in-law. 

It was, inevitably, a cramped 
and fairly miserable existence. 
In fact, the winter during which 
the Lincoln family came to 
Illinois was one of the worst 
on record, and the family soon 
succumbed to sickness and made

the decision to leave, though 
Abraham broke away on his 
own. Today, the land where the 
Lincolns lived sits within a vast 
state park, which covers some 
162 acres. In the park there are 
plenty of areas to picnic in, a 

camping ground for 
youth groups, and 
plaques  showing 
the most likely 
sites of the original 
house. There are 
also opportunities 
for boating, fi shing, 
hiking and, in the 
winter months, ice-
fi shing. The cabin 

where the Lincoln family lived 
has been lost to history, and 
experts disagree about where 
exactly in the park it may have 
stood. Some revisionists believe 
the family may have lived slightly 
outside of the park boundary, 
but there is nevertheless a 
silver plaque recognising the 
significance of the site

The Sangamon River 

runs through the park 

where the cabin used 

to stand

RIGHT At the site of 

Lincoln’s first home in 

Illinois is a marker that 

shows its significance

ABOVE An 1865 postcard of the log cabin that the 

Lincolns lived in, in Macon County, Illinois

  www.decaturil.gov is the offi  cial 

website of Decatur – the city is 10 

miles east of the park. 



IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF...

2 At the age of 22, Abraham
Lincoln was a young man

increasingly frustrated by his
father’s anti-intellectualism. He
broke away from the family home
and settled about 20 miles northwest
of Springfield in the small town of
New Salem. It was while working
here that Lincoln honed the oratory
skills that would one day take him to

the White House. The people of New
Salem came to trust Lincoln and,
when local natives tried to recapture
land that had once been theirs,
Lincoln was voted Captain despite
having little military experience.
New Salem was also the place where
Lincoln first stood for office,
contesting the Illinois General
Assembly. Although the original

town no longer remains, a replica of
the entire town is open to visitors.
Real artefacts from the original New
Salem are on display, and the non-
for-profit New Salem Lincoln League
hosts events to fundraise for the
upkeep of the village.
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ABOVE: The Sam Hill residence at Lincoln’s  

New Salem State Historic Site

The main street at Lincoln’s New Salem 

State Historic Site – a reconstruction of 

the former village of New Salem

The League’s website includes a village 
map with details of each building and 

how they relate to Lincoln. Visit:  
www.lincolnsnewsalem.com

to view.

Look out for

NEW SALEM
DATE VISITED: 1831 – 1837

ABOVE Captain Abraham 

Lincoln in 1832

 The site is open Wednesday to Sunday, 

9am – 4pm. It is closed on Monday and 

Tuesday. Visit lincolnsnewsalem.org.



BELOW: The Lincoln – Herndon Law Offices in Springfield, Illinois, is a brick 

building that has been restored and is now a state historic site

ABOVE Herndon and 

Lincoln were good friends

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

After several years in New 
Salem, Lincoln made his way 

to Springfi eld, the next obvious 
move on the long road to the White 
House. For someone who had come 
from such humble beginnings, moving 
to the city would have felt 
like a massive achievement. 
Lincoln soon rose up the 
ranks, and was able to set 
up his own legal practice, 
having been admitted to 
the bar in 1837, where he 
represented all manner of 
clients on a huge variety 
of issues. Lincoln moved 
premises several times 
throughout his career, but this offi  ce – 
which he shared briefl y with Stephen 
T Logan and then with William 
H Herndon (who became a close 
friend) – is all that survives. Only 

part of the three-story building from 
Lincoln’s time remains, however, great 
care has been taken to maintain the 
characteristically sparse and plain 
decor from Lincoln and Herndon’s 
offi  ces on the third fl oor. The fi rst fl oor 

consists of a reconstructed 
post offi  ce reminiscent of 
one from the 1840s, and a 
visitor centre where it is 
possible to watch a short 
video about the offi  ces, 
before embarking on a 
20-minute guided tour. The 
second fl oor is a replica of 
offi  ces used by the federal 
court, and there is also a 

gift shop that sells charming souvenirs.

L I N C O L N – H E R N D O N 
L AW  O F F I C E S , 
S P R I N G F I E L D
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DATE VISITED: 1843 – 1852

3

A view of Lincoln and Herndon’s law 

offices (the second-to-last building) in 

Springfield, Illinois, in 1869

Read up on cases that came before 
Lincoln’s desk on this website 

www.lawpracticeofabrahamlincoln.org 
before you visit. Some are

fascinating!

Look out for
 At the time of writing the offi  ces are currently 

closed for renovation work. 

Check www.illinois.gov/ihpa/Experience/Sites/

Central/Pages/Lincoln-Herndon for details.
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T H E  L I N C O L N FA M I L Y
H O M E ,  8 T H & J A C K S O N
S T R E E T S , S P R I N G F I E L D

 I L L I N O I S  O L D  S TA T E 
C A P I T O L , S P R I N G F I E L D

4 The State Capitol Building was the
centre of political and legal life in 

Illinois. It was inevitable that Lincoln spent 
much of his life here. Inside the noisy, chaotic
building, circa 1840, you would likely fi nd 
Lincoln in the library or in the Illinois 
Supreme Courtroom where it is estimated 
his law fi rm handled 400 cases. Also in the 
State Capitol Building is the Illinois House of 
Representatives where Lincoln sparred with 
political rival Stephen Douglas, and where 
Lincoln gave his famous ‘House Divided’ 

5 Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd, 
whom he married in 1842, bought 

this house in Springfi eld as a place to 
bring up their family after Mary gave 
birth to their fi rst son, Robert – their 
only child to survive to adulthood. It was 
while living here that Lincoln’s life changed 
dramatically. His political career took off  and 
he became a well-known fi gure in America. 
By the time Lincoln left the house, it was to 
begin the long journey to Washington. 
Lincoln, however, did not sell the house when

DATE VISITED: 1837 – 1865

JohnWilkes
Booth

What drove this actor and 
anti-abolitionist 

campaigner to murder 
President Lincoln?

Like all great political reformists, 

Lincoln’s radical anti-slavery agenda 

inspired a highly conservative 

backlash. By 1865, however, the ensuing 

civil war had been won, and Lincoln 

was ready to begin the slow and painful 

task of re-building America. But not 

everybody was content to put the past 

behind them. John Wilkes Booth, a 

successful actor and a seemingly happy 

and intelligent man, who had become 

slowly obsessed with the Confederate 

cause, concocted a plan with his two 

co-conspirators. Initially the three of 

them had intended to kidnap President 

Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson 

and Secretary of State William Seward 

as a way of furthering the cause of the 

Confederate States and re-starting 

the war. However, the jubilant victory 

parades and street parties enraged Booth 

so much that he came to the conclusion 

he had no choice but to murder Lincoln. 

On the morning of 14th April 1865, Booth 

learned that Lincoln would be visiting 

Ford’s Theatre that evening – and he and 

his accomplices set about murdering the 

three most important men in America.

ABOVE A slide depicting John Wilkes 

Booth shooting Lincoln at the theatre

DATE VISITED: 1844 – 1861

Open Wednesday – Sunday, 9am – 5pm.

Closed Monday and Tuesday. Visit www.illinois.gov for

more information.

 Open daily, 8.30am – 5pm, but booking in advance 

is recommended. Visit www.nps.gov/liho/index.htm 

for more information.

speech when the issue of slavery had reached 
its nadir. The notoriety of the speech helped 
Lincoln to win the Republican presidential 
nomination. This was also where Lincoln lay 
in state following his assassination in 1865. 
The original Capitol Building was remodelled 
throughout its life, but in the 1960s, eff orts 
were made to restore the Capitol to how it 
would have looked during Lincoln’s life. 

he became president. He rented it out, 
intending to move back and return to a 
simpler life when his term of offi  ce was over. 
Sadly, however, this was not to be. Mary was 
so distraught at the loss of her husband that 
she could not return after he died; the house 
was left empty for years. Today it’s a museum, 
accessible via the Lincoln Home Visitor 
Centre on 426 South Seventh St., Springfi eld. 

THEN& 
NOW

1844



Lincoln’s religious views are the
source ofmuch historical debate.

Lincoln questioned and struggled with the
idea of God throughout his life, a natural
intellectual with a passion for challenging
the status quo. A rare turning point, and the
event that historians claim proves Lincoln
was a devout Christian, however, occurred
when the family attended the funeral of their
three-year-old son, Edward, in 1850. Lincoln
was said to be particularly moved by the
ceremony conducted by the Rev Dr James
Smith at the First Presbyterian Church in
Springfield. Lincoln and Smith talked and,

shortly after, the Lincolns began attending
church services regularly.

The current church building wasn’t
completed until 1868, after Abraham
Lincoln was killed, so it is not the same
building Lincoln attended. However, the
pew, which the Lincolns rented out in the
original church, remains for visitors to see.
After Lincoln’s death, Mary Lincoln joined
the church and her funeral was held in the
current building when she died in 1882.

 Email information@lincolnschurch.org three weeks 

ahead and a from the church will give you a tour. Visit 

www.lincolnschurch.org/ for more.

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N L I N C O L N
FA M I L Y  C H U R C H ,  S P R I N G F I E L D
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6

DATE VISITED: 1850 – 1861

Inside the current First Presbyterian 
Church in Springfield, the beautiful 
stained and painted glass windows 

will no doubt capture your
attention.

Look out for

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The current 

building 

of the First 

Presbyterian 

Church in 

Springfield

ABOVE A Currier & Ives lithograph from 1867 of Abraham 

Lincoln with his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, and his two sons, 

Robert and Thaddeus incoln
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T H E  L I N C O L N D E P O T 

F O R D ’ S T H E A T R E ,
WA S H I N G T O N , D . C .

8 When Lincoln headed to Ford’s
Theatre in Washington to enjoy

Tom Taylor’s three-act farce Our
AmericanCousin, it was a treat that he
was no doubt looking forward to –
Lincoln had always been a fan of the
theatre. But, unknown to him, waiting in the
shadows of the presidential box was Booth.
Like Lincoln, Booth loved the theatre and
knew the funniest line in the play. He had
timed his visit, hoping that the ensuing
laughter would disguise the gunshot. But it
did not. The shot rang out across the theatre,
and Booth jumped down onto the stage,
allegedly shouting “Sic Semper Tyrannis!”
(So perish all tyrants!). The wounded
president was taken to a nearby house and
declared dead the following morning. Attacks
on Johnson and Seward failed.

Very little has changed at Ford’s Theatre
since that fateful night. Today the building
operates as both a museum and a working
theatre. Throughout 2016 and 2017, the
theatre is hosting a variety of productions
from AChristmas Carol to Who’s Afraid of

VirginiaWoolf?. Visitors to the museum
can take a self-guided tour of the theatre,
and there are interactive exhibitions about
Lincoln’s life. The museum also houses
original artefacts associated with the
assassination, including the journal Booth
wrote while he was on the run, and two life
masks of Lincoln. Advance tickets are $3
(£2). Same-day free tickets are issued on a
first-come, first-served basis in the morning.

The schedule varies each month so check the

website for opening times before you visit.

Visit www.fords.org for more information.

The depot is openMonday – Friday, 10am – 4pm.

Visit www.lincolndepot.org for more.

7 By 1861, Lincoln had overcome the
odds and was shortly to become

the president of the United States. Like
many other average Americans, Lincoln
was to travel to his new job – an 800-mile
journey to Washington – a journey taken by
train. At the modest depot waiting room,
mobbed by loyal local residents, Lincoln
gave his famous farewell address,

remarking that “no one, not in my situation,
can appreciate my feeling of sadness at this
parting. To this place and the kindness of
these people, I owe everything. Here I have
lived a quarter of a century, and have passed
from a young to an old man.” This legendary
journey was partly re-created by President
Obama, as he prepared for his own
inauguration in January 2009.

DATE VISITED: 1861

DATE VISITED: 1865
Ford’s Theatre,

Washington, in

which Lincoln was

shot dead

Inside Ford’s 

Theatre, the 

presidential box can 

be seen to the right

Today, the ground fl oor of the depot has 
been turned into a self-guided museum 
memorialising Lincoln’s visit, refurbished 
to refl ect exactly how it would have looked 
on the morning when Lincoln set off  for 
Washington, while the fi rst fl oor is now 
used as a lawyer’s offi  ce. 
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10 No Lincoln pilgrimage would be
complete without a trip to his

presidential library. Washington, D.C. was,
inevitably a place where Lincoln spent many
yars, and this memorial in the city is a great
place to find objects that tell his story.

Among its vast 12-million strong book
collection, the library houses 47,000 original
Lincoln artefacts, including an original

copy of the Emancipation Proclamation,
the 13th Amendment outlawing slavery,
and the Gettysburg Address. But this is not
just a place for academic scholars to pore
over Lincoln’s vast archive and examine his
legacy – it is also a museum, which can bring
Lincoln’s story to life.

There is also a feature called ‘Campaign
1860’ in which Lincoln’s complex four-way

presidential election is transposed into the
21st century with television news bulletins,
party election broadcasts and modern
language to illustrate the political struggle
Lincoln faced. It is a fitting place to bring the
stories of Lincoln’s life together.

L I N C O L N P R E S I D E N T I A L
L I B R A R Y A N D M U S E U M

The museum and library are open 9am

– 5pm. Last tickets go on sale at 4pm. Visit

lincolnlibraryandmuseum.com for more details.

L I N C O L N ’ S  T O M B , O A K
R I D G E C E M E T E R Y, I L L I N O I S

9 Arrangements for Lincoln’s funeral
following his assassination 

reflected the reverence in which the 
American people held him. His body was 
taken on an elaborate final journey, spanning 
a whopping 2,660 kilometres and 180 cities 
before the train – dubbed the Lincoln Special
– pulled in to Springfield. Mary Lincoln was 
so distraught at the sudden death of her 
husband that she remained in Washington, 
unable to face the funeral. 

The tomb is part of a 35-metre spectacular 
monument to Lincoln. It features a bronze 
bust of his head, four bronze statues depicting
different sections of the military, and a giant
obelisk, which evokes the might of ancient
empires. Inside, the art-deco theme gives a
somewhat fitting feeling of modernity to the

 The tomb is open 9am – 5pm, and the cemetery is 

open 7am – 5.30pm. Visit www.oakridgecemetery.org 

for more details.

space; you might well wonder whether you 
are standing in a tomb or the lobby of the 
Empire State Building.

INTERRED HERE: 1865

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

LEFT Lincoln had an elaborate funeral, displaying the vast respect 

the people of America had for him

ABOVE Abraham Lincoln’s tomb at Oak Ride Cemetery, Illinois, 

which is open to the public

An aerial view of the 

Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington, which 

honours Lincoln

A statue of Abraham 

Lincoln at the 

Lincoln Memorial  

in Washington
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Maiden Castle
Dorset’s Maiden Castle is one 
of the largest and most well-
preserved surviving hill forts 
in Europe. It is also one of the 
most complex. Excavations at 
the site have revealed evidence 
of Neolithic occupation and an 
extensive Iron Age cemetery 
in which the victims of Roman 
attacks were laid to rest.

Brent Knoll Camp
Situated close to the coastal 
town of Burnham-on-Sea, 
this Somerset hill fort off ers 
breathtaking views of the 
Somerset Levels. Later the home 
of Roman soldiers, legend has it 
that one of King Arthur’s knights 
battled a trio of terrifying giants 
atop Brent Knoll. It is now looked 
after by the National Trust.

Hambledon Hill
Hambledon Hill is located in 
Dorset, and is home to a stunning 
variety of fl ora and fauna; the 
area is rich in butterfl ies and 
birdlife. From the summit you 
can enjoy views across the 
verdant hills and levels of the 
south west, just as the Iron Age 
settlers did when they chose this 
strategically important site.

Battlesbury Camp
Wiltshire’s Battlesbury Camp 
off ers a chance to experience 
a fort that was built along the 
contours of the natural terrain. 
Excavations have uncovered 
a variety of objects and 
archaeological data, and visitors 
to the site will fi nd wonderful 
walking land that is steeped in 
history here.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

hambledon-hill

Daylight hours, free admission. Nearby places 

of interest include Shaftesbury. 

 Always open to the public, free 

admission. Easily accessed from the M5. 

Nearby places of interest include Cheddar 

and Weston-super-Mare. 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/

visit/places/maiden-castle/

Daylight hours, free admission. The nearest 

train station is Dorchester. 

Always open to the public, free admission. Sturdy

footwear is advised, as steep slopes to the top of 

the fort can be slippery. Nearby places of interest 

include Glastonbury and Bruton. 

Sout west Iron
Age hill forts
Remains of long-gone hill forts can still be 
seen, offering the chance to step back in time

Cadbury Castle
Long since suggested as a possible site of 
King Arthur’s legendary Camelot, Somerset’s 
Cadbury Castle overlooks the county, and 
off ers views over Glastonbury Tor. Evidence 
of a Bronze Age fort has been discovered at 
this important site, and investigations into its 
hidden history are ongoing.

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

QUICK GUIDES TO SOME AMAZING PLACES

 Always open to the public, free 

admission. Warminster is nearby, and 

Longleat House and Safari Park is a 

popular attraction close to the site. 

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTAMAZINGVIEWS

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

ARTHURIAN 

LEGEND
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Mini Guides – Philippines

Baroque churches
in the Philippines
Asia’s largest Catholic population was ruled by Spain 
for over 300 years. Within these religious houses, more 
than 86 million Filipinos practise their cherished f ith

San Agustin 
Church, Manila
Walled off  from Manila’s urban 
chaos in the Intramuros district, 
San Agustin Church was the very
fi rst religious building erected 
by the Spaniards. The original 
bamboo and nipa structure 
was ravaged by fi re in 1571; the 
third building to occupy this 
site has weathered revolution, 
earthquakes and World War II.

Miagao Church, 
Iloilo
The last of four Philippine 
Baroque churches collectively 
recognised as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Fortifi ed with 
1.5-metre-thick walls, Miagao 
Church was a city fortress and 
lookout post for Muslim raiders. 
Its ornate façade combines 
Christian iconography as well as 
local emblems.

Santa Maria 
Church, Ilocos Sur
Overlooking plains cultivated 
by paddy farmers, Santa Maria 
Church is an imposing site. 
Reached by an 85-step climb, this 
vast 18th-century brick church 
is surrounded by a defensive 
wall like a citadel. It was erected 
as a monument to missionaries 
martyred to the evangelising 
mission in the region.

Boljoon Church, 
Cebu
Boljoon Church is situated 
in Cebu, home to some of the 
Philippines’ fi rst Christian 
settlements. Pirates destroyed 
the original structure, and the 
1783 rebuild utilised local coral 
stones (and installed a prison 
cell in the bell tower). It is under 
consideration to become a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

10 minutes’ drive along Marcos Avenue is the macabre 

Marcos Museum & Mausoleum, resting place of former 

dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Entrance fee: P50 (£0.70/$1).

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Boljoon Parish Museum houses 

artefacts from the original church. Visit 

Tue – Sun: 8am – 4pm, P50 (£0.70/$1).

Miagao is reached via jeepney or bus. 

The drive takes 30 to 40 minutes. Hire a 

taxi to tour the province more widely.

Enter via San Agustin Museum for 

P200 (£3/$4). You can also take a guided 

walking tour of Intramuros. 

 Visit in mid-August for a celebration 

of Spanish culture, Fiesta patronales. 

Pinsal Falls are a short drive away.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTSPANISH HISTORY

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

PILLAGED BY PIRATES

Paoay Church, Ilocos Norte
Completed in 1710, architects of Paoay Church adapted 

the European Baroque style to suit the earthquake-prone 
setting, adding 24 huge buttresses. But the structure hasn’t 

gone unscathed, and this National Cultural Treasure – 
built from distinctive brick and coral materials – was 

notably restored under the initiative of Imelda Marcos. 
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Workers Battalion Monument
When members of the Workers Battalion dared to resist the invasion 
of Užice, they were slaughtered. Their sacrifice is remembered at 
Kadinjača by a memorial complex, including many original artefacts, 
and those who fell were laid to rest in a crypt beneath the site.

Always open to the public, free admission. The village of 

Kadinjača is around a three-hour drive from Sarajevo and 

Belgrade. Public transport options are also available. 

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Yugoslav WWII 
Memorials, Serbia
Across Serbia, memorials to those who fought or 
fell in WWII can be found. Often created by famed 
sculptors, these are just a few of them

Bubanj Memorial 
Park
Set just outside Niš, the 
memorial park honours over 
10,000 Serbs who were executed 
by the German invasion force 
during WWII. At its centre is 
an enormous marble memorial, 
depicting the eventual victory 
of the people against their 
oppressors. Five monoliths 
surround the central memorial. 

Mitrovica Miners 
Monument
Erected in 1973, Mitrovica’s 
Stonehenge-like Miners 
Monument depicts a mine cart 
supported on two enormous 
columns. It was constructed 
not only to memorialise the 
Albanian and Serbian miners 
who died during WWII, but also 
to celebrate their collaborative 
relationship in peacetime.

Slobodište 
Memorial Complex
Built in the 1960s, this memorial 
commemorates more than 1,600 
people who were executed close 
to the site. A popular destination 
for locals and visitors to the area, 
the complex consists of a number 
of burial mounds and sculptures 
dedicated to those who died. 
Bogdan Bogdanović designed 
this and many other memorials.

Šumarice 
Memorial Park
The Šumarice Memorial Park 
was constructed in honour of 
more than 3,000 men and boys 
who were killed during the 
Kragujevac massacre, including 
local school pupils and their 
teachers. The memorial park is 
also the site of the Museum of 
Genocide, designed by Ivan Antić 
in 1967.

Always open to the public, free 

admission. Located near Kruševac, the 

site is also known as Mount Bagdala.

Always open to the public, free 

admission. 2km away from the Crveni 

Krst concentration camp.

Always open to the public, free 

admission. A self-guided audio tour is 

available for visitors. 

Always open to the public, free 

admission. Buses to Mitrovica can be 

taken from Belgrade and Priština.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

ORIGINAL 

ARTEFACTS

Mini Guides – Serbia Memorials
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Tomb of Nur Jahan 
Set in beautiful gardens, the 
tomb of Nur Jahan (Light of 
the World) houses the remains 
of the beloved consort of the 
Mughal Emperor Jahangir. The 
tomb stands on a platform and 
is constructed of marble and red 
sandstone. Its stunning ceiling 
mosaics are also studded with 
semi-precious stones.

Tomb of Jahangir
The tomb of Emperor Jahangir, 
husband of Nur Jahan, is just 
as elaborate as that of the 
empress. Sculpted from richly 
decorated sandstone, its interior 
is constructed of white marble 
and red sandstone. The burial 
chamber is lit by sunlight that 
pours through carved screens, 
each facing Mecca.

Tomb of 
Muhammad Iqbal
Situated in Iqbal Park, 
Muhammad Iqbal’s tomb houses 
the remains of a philosopher 
of the 20th century. Its richly 
decorated lapis lazuli tombstone 
and appointed marble interior 
make it a fi tting monument to a 
man who is still spoken of with 
reverence throughout Pakistan.

Samadhi of 
Ranjit Singh
Within the breathtaking domed 
samadhi of Ranjit Singh, set 
in the grounds of the Lahore 
Fort, time has stood still. Built 
to house the funerary urns of 
Sikh Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
(pictured, above), and his family, 
the samadhi is decorated with 
stained glass and intricately 
detailed woodwork.

Entrance into the complex is 

sometimes restricted; you can check 

whether you will be able to visit at 

www.etpb.gov.pk. 

Located in a public park. Expect a visit 

to take one to two hours. At the time of 

writing, the tomb is not open to visitors, but 

can be viewed from the outside. 

Open 8am – 5pm. The Tomb of 

Jahangir is located close to the Tomb of 

Asif Khan. The surrounding gardens are 

certainly worth exploring. 

Open 5am – 7pm. The Tomb of Nur 

Jahan is located close to the Tomb of 

Asif Khan, who was Nur Jahan’s brother. 

Located in Shahdara Bagh. 

Open8am–5pm.Onentrytothegarden,youwillfindthe

Tomb of Asif Khan is to the left. While it has been somewhat 

neglected in recent years, and visits after dusk are not 

recommended, it is worth a visit for a different perspective. 

Tomb of Asif Khan
The tomb of Asif Khan stands at the centre 
of a large ornamental garden. Built entirely 
of brick, and topped by a bulbous dome, it 
is in a state of disrepair. The tomb stands 
within sight of Jahangir’s tomb, off ering a 
few fragmented and tantalising remains of its 
once-magnifi cent interior.

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Mini Guides – Lahore Tombs

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

ELABORATE DECOR

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

INTRICATE

DESIGNS

With its rich heritage and vibrant culture, 
history is everywhere in the city of Lahore in 
Pakistan, and its tombs are simply breathtaking

The Tombs 
of Lahore
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Mini Guides – GermanPalaces

Hermitage 
Bayreuth
At Hermitage Bayreuth, visitors 
can enjoy twice the grandeur as 
they explore the 18th-century 
splendour of not one palace, 
but two. After visiting the 
royal chambers, lose yourself 
in magnificently landscaped 
gardens, and don’t miss the 
dramatic rococo fountains 
during the summer.

Sanssouci
The iconic Frederick the Great 
spent summers at Sanssouci, 
which translates to ‘without a 
care’. The gardens of this hugely 
popular Potsdam attraction 
are on UNESCO’s list of World 
Heritage Sites. Frederick the 
Great can still be found at the 
palace that he loved so much, 
buried in a crypt, which is set 
among the vineyards.

www.spsg.de/en/palaces-gardens/

object/schloss-sanssouci/

Tue – Sun: 10am – 6pm 

Adult: €12 (£10/$13), Child: €8 (£7/$9) .

www.bayreuth-wilhelmine.de/

englisch/wilhelm/index.htm

Mon – Sun: 9am – 6pm 

Adult: €12 (£10/$13), Child: Free.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

2 PALACES  IN 1

Historic  
German Palaces
From fairy-tale turrets to medieval strongholds, the 
breathtaking palaces of Germany will transport you 
back to an age of romance and chivalry

Hohenzollern Castle
Nestled in the foothills of the Swabian Alps is Hohenzollern Castle, 
ancestral home of the legendary dynasty that shares its name. It 
is one of the most popular historical sites in Germany, and holds a 
stunning collection of art and antiquities.

www.burg-hohenzollern.com

Mon – Sun: 10am – 4.30pm (winter) 5.30pm (summer). 

Adult: €12 (£10/$13), Child: €6 (£5/$7). 

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Eltz Castle 
This Medieval castle has stood 
for almost 900 years, and is home 
to the Count and Countess Eltz, 
whose ancestors have occupied 
it for more than 30 generations. 
Set in the hills above the Moselle 
River, the stunning castle offers 
beautiful scenery and an eclectic 
collection of furniture, art and 
weapons that spans centuries of 
the castle’s history.

Neuschwanstein 
Castle
Famed for its dreamlike turrets 
and glittering spires, Bavaria’s 
Neuschwanstein Castle revels 
in its fairy-tale appearance. 
Built on a rugged hill by the 
eccentric Ludwig II (pictured, 
left), the romantic-looking castle 
was immortalised in Disney’s 
Sleeping Beauty, and really needs 
to be seen to be believed.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTDISNEY INSPIRATION

burg-eltz.de/en/

Mon – Sun: 9.30am – 5.30pm (Mar – Nov)

Adult: €10 (£8/$11), Child: €6.50 (£5/$7) 

Concessions and family tickets available. 

www.hohenschwangau.de

Mon – Sun: 8am – 5pm (summer)  

Mon – Sun: 9am – 3.30pm (winter)

Adult: €12 (£10/$13), Child: Free.



Rebellion atop
Castle Rock
Edinburgh Castle’s historic part

in the Jacobite risings

Burrowing into the story of

Turkey’s rocky churches

Cave Churches
of Cappadocia

© Imagine Publishing Ltd 2016 ISSN 2397-7701

Imagine Publishing Ltd
Richmond House, 33 Richmond Hill
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH2 6EZ

 +44 (0) 1202 586200
Web:  www.imagine-publishing.co.uk
 www.greatdigitalmags.com

Magazine team
Deputy Editor Alex Hoskins
alex.hoskins@imagine-publishing.co.uk

 01202 586234

Senior Designer Abbi Castle
Picture Editor Tim Hunt
Photographer James Sheppard
Senior Art Editor Stephen Williams
Editor in Chief James Hoare
Publishing Director Aaron Asadi
Head of Design Ross Andrews
Contributors
Catherine Curzon, Rebecca Ford, Edoardo Albert, Tania Lestal, 
Frances White, Nick Soldinger, Harry Cunningham, Sarah Gristwood, 
Fiona Hudson, Dom Reseigh-Lincoln, Sarah Bankes, Callie Green, 
Katy Sheen, Amelia Jones, Elly Rewcastle

Images
Alamy, DK, Dreamstime, Duru Eksioglu, Getty Images, Giulia 
Lombardo, Rex Features, Shutterstock, Thinkstock, Topfoto, 
4Corners, Mary Evans, Chinese Cultural Relics. All copyrights and 
trademarks are recognised and respected.

Advertising
Digital or printed media packs are available on request.
Head of Sales Hang Deretz

 01202 586442
hang.deretz@imagine-publishing.co.uk
Sales Executive Tom Lewis

 01202 586436
tom.lewis@imagine-publishing.co.uk

International
Explore History is available for licensing. Contact the 
International department to discuss partnership opportunities.

Head of International Licensing Cathy Blackman
 +44 (0) 1202 586401

licensing@imagine-publishing.co.uk

Subscriptions
For all subscription enquiries:
explorehistory@servicehelpline.co.uk

UK 0844 826 5022
Overseas +44 (0) 1795 592 847

www.imaginesubs.co.uk 
Head of Subscriptions Sharon Todd

Circulation
Circulation Director Darren Pearce

 01202 586200

Production
Production Director Jane Hawkins

 01202 586200

Finance
Finance Director Marco Peroni

Founder
Group Managing Director Damian Butt

Printing & Distribution
William Gibbons, 26 Planetary Road, Willenhall, 
West Midlands, WV13 3XT

Distributed in the UK, Eire: Marketforce, 5 Churchill Place, 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 5HU

 0203 787 9060

Distributed in Australia by: Gordon & Gotch Australia Pty Ltd, 26 
Rodborough Road, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086 Australia

 + 61 2 9972 8800

Distributed in the Rest of the World by: Marketforce, 5 Churchill 
Place, Canary Wharf, London, E14 5HU

 0203 787 9060

Disclaimer
The publisher cannot accept responsibility for any unsolicited material lost or damaged 
in the post. All text and layout is the copyright of Imagine Publishing Ltd. Nothing in 
this magazine may be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of 
the publisher. All copyrights are recognised and used specifically for the purpose of 
criticism and review. Although the magazine has endeavoured to ensure all information 
is correct at time of print, prices and availability may change. This magazine is fully 
independent and not affiliated in any way with the companies mentioned herein.

If you submit material to Imagine Publishing via post, email, social network or any other 
means, you grant Imagine Publishing an irrevocable, perpetual, royalty-free licence to 
use the material across its entire portfolio, in print, online and digital, and to deliver the 
material to existing and future clients, including but not limited to international licensees 
for reproduction in international, licensed editions of Imagine products. Any material you 
submit is sent at your risk and, although every care is taken, neither Imagine Publishing 
nor its employees, agents or subcontractors shall be liable for the loss or damage.

Gateway to
America
The stories of the millions who

passed through Ellis Island

PLUS: The National Trust’s biggest restoration at Ightham Mote, Guardian of Hadrian’s

Wall, In the footsteps of Napoleon in exile, Wales’ best mining museums & much more

Next Issue
JUMP INTO AN ANCIENT EMPIRE WITH EXPLORE HISTORY ISSUE 4
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RomeAncient
Uncover the legacy of history’s great 

empire in the city that started it all, 
with ancient ruins, authentic food 

and drink and more



CULTURE  •  TREKKING  •  CYCLING  •  FAMILY  •  WINTER ACTIVITIES  •  WILDLIFE  •  POLAR  •  #JOINTHEEXODUS

Because 97% of our customers 
would recommend us to a friend

I did my fi rst Exodus trip hiking the Amalfi  Coast in September. 
It far surpassed my expectations. Every day we were treated 
to spectacular views… Our accommodation for the trip was 
also excellent, as was the food and the special activities like making 
pasta and tiramisu… I’m already looking for my next Exodus trip!

Patricia Van Bentham,  
Walking in the Amalfi  Coast • October 2015

EXPLORE THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES

Burlington House Courtyard Lates
Join us for our special late events and explore
Burlington House Courtyard like never before!

15 Jul | 26 Aug

Free activities at the Society ofAntiquaries (no
reservations needed); activities at other locations
may require booking: www.sal.org.uk/lates.

Free Public Lectures
23 Aug (1-2.00 pm; booking recommended)

20 Sep (1-2.00 pm; booking recommended)

18 Oct (1-2.00 pm; booking recommended)

22 Nov (1-2.00 pm; booking recommended)

Join a Guided Tour (£10.00)
Enjoy coffee, tea, biscuits and a tour of our
building and collections (10.30 am). Book today!

23 Aug | 20 Sep | 18 Oct | 22 Nov

INFORMATION: WWW.SAL.ORG.UK/EVENTS

AARRCCHHAAEEOOLLOOGGYY && TTRRAAVVEELL
Perfect Combinations of Leisure and Interest

Reserve your place
www.hiddenhistory.co.uk

enquiries@hiddenhistory.co.uk
tel: (UK) 0121 444 1854
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DRAKELOWTUNNELS
Hidden deep beneath the rural idyll of 
Worcestershire’s Kingsford Country Park 
are the forbidding Drakelow Tunnels. This 
mysterious complex is a must-see for anyone 
who wants to learn about when the Cold War 
came to Kidderminster.

The Drakelow Tunnels, which stretch 
for more than three miles, were originally 
constructed during World War II to allow for 
the safe and secret development of aircraft 
and tank engines by Rover engineers. When 
the war ended, engineering at Drakelow 
began to dwindle and for a time, it seemed 

as though the site was destined to become a 
glorified storeroom for government papers.

All that changed in the early 1960s 
when the Cold War erupted, bringing with 
it the new nuclear threat. The Drakelow 
Tunnels were selected as a Regional Seat of 
Government and transformed into a bunker 
to which the government could flee in the 
event of nuclear attack. For two decades the 
site was maintained and modernised but 
with the changing world and the thawing of 
the Cold War, the Drakelow Tunnels once 
again faced an uncertain fate.

In 1993 the site was decommissioned, 
sold into private hands and scheduled for 
demolition and redevelopment. Saved by 
a preservation trust established by local 
residents, this unique complex is now 
undergoing work to preserve and restore it to 
its former glory, serving as the largest Cold 
War museum in the UK. With part of the 
Drakelow Tunnels now open to the public, 
visitors can step back in time to another era 
and experience life in the darkest days of the 
Cold War, when the fate of the world hung in 
the balance.

Strange Places
©
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For over 25 years, The Great Courses has brought 
the world’s foremost educators to millions who 
want to go deeper into the subjects that matter 
most. No exams. No homework. Just a world of 
knowledge available anytime, anywhere. Download 
or stream to your laptop or PC, or use our free 
mobile apps for iPad, iPhone, or Android. Over 550 
courses available at www.TheGreatCourses.co.uk.

The Great Courses®, 2nd Floor, Mander House, Mander Centre
Wolverhampton, WV1 3NH. Terms and conditions apply. 
See www.TheGreatCourses.co.uk for details.

Experience the History
and Culture of Japan
Japan’s extraordinary culture is like no other in the world. The 
2,000-year-old civilisation grew through periods of seclusion and 
assimilation to cultivate a society responsible for immeasurable 
influences on the rest of the world. 

In an exciting partnership with the Smithsonian, we present 
Understanding Japan: A Cultural History, delivered by renowned 
Japan scholar and award-winning professor Mark J. Ravina of 
Emory University. Every lecture draws extensively on the expertise 
of the Smithsonian’s historians, as well as their vast collection of art, 
photography, and artefacts, making this cultural journey come to life 
in lavish visual detail. Professor Ravina combines his powerful narrative 
with the country’s art, architecture, landscaping, literature, and food, 
giving you the chance to examine Japan’s cultural history up close and 
at your own pace. 

Off er expires 20/08/16

THEGREATCOURSES.CO.UK/6EXH

0800 298 9796

LI
M

IT
ED TIME OFFER

O
R

D
ER BY 20 AU

G
U

S
T

55%
off

Smithsonian ®

Understanding Japan: 
A Cultural History
Taught by Professor Mark J. Ravina
EMORY UNIVERSITY

LECTURE TITLES

1. Japan: A Globally Engaged Island Nation

2. Understanding Japan through Ancient Myths

3. The Emergence of the Ritsuryō State

4. Aspects of the Japanese Language

5. Early Japanese Buddhism

6. Heian Court Culture

7. The Rise of the Samurai

8. Pure Land Buddhism and Zen Buddhism

9. Samurai Culture in the Ashikaga Period

10. Japan at Home and Abroad, 1300–1600

11. Japan’s Isolation in the Tokugawa Period

12. Japanese Theatre: Noh and Kabuki

13. The Importance of Japanese Gardens

14. The Meaning of Bushidō in a Time of Peace

15. Japanese Poetry: The Road to Haiku

16. Hokusai and the Art of Wood-Block Prints

17. The Meiji Restoration

18. Three Visions of Prewar Japan 

19. War without a Master Plan: Japan, 1931–1945

20. Japanese Family Life

21. Japanese Foodways

22. Japan’s Economic Miracle

23. Kurosawa and Ozu: Two Giants of Film

24. The Making of Contemporary Japan

Understanding Japan: A Cultural History
Course no. 8332 | 24 lectures (30 minutes/lecture)

DVD £54.99 NOW £24.99 
CD £35.99 NOW £24.99
+£2.99 Postage and Packing

Priority Code: 128615

SAVE UP TO £30



Machu Picchu is perhaps the most breathtaking
archaeological site in the world. Yet Peru also offers

a wealth of other magnificent sights, including the
colonial cities of Cuzco and Arequipa, the Colca

Canyon, and Lake Titicaca.

15-DAY PERU TOURS FROM £2,695

coxandkings.co.uk/peru

To speak to an expert or request a brochure, 
call 020 3797 4385 quoting EXH 5035

FACE TO FACE WITH

P E R U


