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It wasn’t all bad

The first reaction to the Panama Papers, said The New York 
Times, is “simply awe at the scope of the trove”: it comprises a 

staggering 2.6 terabytes of data. “Then 
comes the disgust.” While it will take time 
for officials to determine what, if any, laws 
have been violated, the sight of the global 
elite squirrelling money offshore is damning 
enough. It’s tempt ing to dismiss all of 
Mossack Fonseca’s clients as crooks, said 
The Guardian, but each case needs to be 
judged on its specifics. It would be unfair to 
lump Cameron, whose father engaged in legal 
“offshore antics”, with Putin, whose cronies 
have salted away fortunes amassed through 
Kremlin corruption. That said, given that Ian 
Cameron’s offshore fund presumably helped 

pay the PM’s school fees and “swelled his inheritance”, No. 10 
was wrong to try to duck questions about his family finances on 
the basis that they were a “private matter”.

This scandal may make firms and individuals wary of entrusting 
money to a Panamanian intermediary in future, said the FT. But  
it will take more than this to stop people abusing tax havens. 
What’s needed is stricter policing by the tax authorities, said  
The Times. HM Revenue & Customs has pursued a measly 11 
prosecutions for offshore tax evasion since 2010.

The hidden wealth of an array of national 
leaders, politicians, business figures and 
celebrities was revealed this week in what was 
described as the biggest data leak in history. 
An anonymous source provided more than 
11.5 million documents from the records of 
Mossack Fonseca, a Panamanian law firm 
that specialises in creating offshore entities. 
The documents – dubbed the Panama Papers 
– were leaked to Germany’s Süddeutsche 
Zeitung a year ago, and have since been 
combed through by a consortium of 
journalists from 80 countries. 

While there’s nothing unlawful about offshore companies per 
se, the secretive nature of these arrangements led to criticism 
of those involved, and claims of corruption, tax evasion and tax 
avoidance. The documents reveal links to 72 current or former 
heads of state, including Iceland’s Prime Minister Sigmundur 
Davíð Gunnlaugsson, who was forced to stand down, Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin and China’s Xi Jinping. UK PM David Cameron 
was also embarrassed by the leaks, which named his late father, 
Ian, as one of the law firm’s clients: it helped his stockbroking 
firm set up an offshore investment fund.

What happened What the editorials said

Icelanders protest against 
Gunnlaugsson

The Panama Papers

Throughout this campaign, “wishful analysts” have 
prematurely declared “peak Trump”, said The Washington 

Post. Yet each time they have predicted his 
demise – when he insulted Fox News anchor 
Megyn Kelly, or “shrugged at a Klansman’s 
support” – he “kept winning”. Now, however, 
the “sheer accumulation” of offensive remarks 
has left no doubt that “he is unfit for the 
presidency”. Denying Trump the nomination 
has become both “more urgent’’ and “more 
feasible’.’ The “Never Trump” Republicans 
“shouldn’t start bragging yet”, said The New 
York Times. In their desperation to block the 
front-runner, many party leaders are reluctantly 
backing Cruz. Yet there’s a reason why the 
evangelical Texas senator was once considered 
“unthinkable” by the party: He is an 

uncompromising ideologue with ultraconservative views on 
immigration, marriage, and taxes. All Republicans are doing  
is trading a “dangerously ignorant businessman” for a 
“dangerously reactionary senator”. Despite his weaknesses, 
Cruz would still be an infinitely better nominee than Trump, 
said the Washington Examiner. 

Republican Senator Ted Cruz pulled off a 
commanding victory in the Wisconsin primary 
on Tuesday, capping a terrible couple of weeks 
for Republican front-runner Donald Trump 
and raising the chances that the nomination will 
be decided at the party’s convention. Cruz won 
48% of the vote in the Badger State, well ahead 
of Trump (35%) and Ohio Govenor John 
Kasich (14%). Trump still leads the delegate 
count with 742 to Cruz’s 505. But by denying 
him all but a handful of Wisconsin’s 42 
delegates, Cruz damaged Trump’s hopes of 
securing the 1,237 delegates he needs to wrap up 
the nomination before the Republican National 
Convention in July. Trump’s defeat came after a 
series of damaging unforced errors on the campaign trail. He 
came under fire for threatening and mocking Cruz’s wife; for 
defending his campaign manager, who has been charged 
with battery for manhandling a female reporter; and for 
arguing that Japan and South Korea should be encouraged 
to develop their own nuclear weapons. 

What happened What the editorials said

“Appalling ignorance”

Trump’s disastrous week

A 13-year-old baseball player from 
Chandler, Arizona in the US helped save 
his coach’s life with CPR skills he learnt 
in Boy Scouts. Isaac Wenrich, 26, was in 
the middle of training drills when he 
suffered a massive heart attack and 
collapsed to the ground. One of his 
young players, eighth-grader Nathan 
Boyer, sprung into action, ringing 911 
before rolling his coach over and 
pumping down on Wenrich’s chest with 
his hands. “I remembered it from the 
Boy Scouts,” said Boyer. Wenrich, who is 
expected to make a full recovery, says he 
wouldn’t be alive without Boyer. “There 
aren’t many kids out there like him.”

A baker is giving his business to 
the homeless man who saved 
his life. Michel Flamant, 62, used 
to give food to Jérôme Aucan, 
who begged outside his bakery 
in Dole, in eastern France. That 
generosity was rewarded last 
year following a carbon 
monoxide leak in Flamant’s 
shop. Aucan saw that the baker 
had passed out and dragged 
him to safety before calling the 
fire brigade. The grateful baker 
then took on Aurant as an 
apprentice. He proved so 
enthusiastic that Flamant has 
now decided to “sell” him the 
business for s1.

A group of children 
formed a human 
arrow to help police 
find two suspected 
burglars. The 
children, aged 
between six and 12, 
were taking part in 
an Easter egg hunt 
near Capel, Surrey, in 
the UK when they 
noticed a police helicopter circling. Soon after, they saw a 
man run into nearby woods; and realising the police were 
pursuing him, the group lay in an arrow shape until the pilot 
noticed and headed in the right direction. Police on the 
ground then arrested two men on suspicion of burgling a 
nearby farm. Sergeant Paul Sochon praised the “daring” 
children, saying their initiative “proved invaluable”.
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One of the 
biggest 
economic 

scandals of recent years broke this week when 
the hidden wealth of many public figures 
including politicians, policymakers and senior 
business figures was exposed. The massive leak 
uncovered 2.6 terabytes of data from the records 
of Mossack Fonseca, a law firm based in 
Panama. The revelations from the so called 
‘Panama papers’ have already resulted in the 
Icelandic Prime Minister Davíð Gunnlaugsson 
stepping down. But is there anything unlawful about public figures hiding their wealth? (see 
Main stories, above). Meanwhile, the EU began the mass deportation of migrants from Greece 
to Turkey – considered by some to be illegal under international law (see Controversy, page 6). 

What next?
This scandal has “all the juicy ingredients to get journalists in a lather”, said Kevin Libin in the 
Financial Post. Money, power, secret files, celebrities, the suggestion that this is all some 
“conspiracy being kept secret by the Bilderberg Illuminati that’s screwing the rest of us hard-
working, tax-paying suckers”. But is it such a big deal to know that a lot of wealthy people try 
to minimise their tax bill? “It’s a pretty sure sign that your globe-rocking scoop is off to a weak 
start when its big opener is a conflict-of-interest allegation against an Icelandic PM.”

True, it’s hardly news that powerful people hide assets in tax havens, said Ben Chu in The 
Independent. But the scale of this practice should concern us. By its nature, offshore money is 
hard to tally exactly. But by measuring discrepancies between global financial assets and 
liabilities, London School of Economics professor Gabriel Zucman has estimated that “around 
8% of global wealth is held offshore, roughly $7trn. That is a serious amount of money.” 
What’s more, Zucman says the value of this trove has soared by 25% in the past five years 
alone. This suggests that the gap between rich and poor is far wider than official statistics show.  

It seems that Britain is at the core of this shady world, said Adam Ramsay in Foreign Policy. It’s 
no coincidence that more than half of the companies listed in the Panama Papers are registered 
in the UK or its overseas territories. The City of London and Britain’s network of tax havens, 
from Guernsey to the British Virgin Islands and Bermuda, make us the world leader in the 
money-laundering trade. Perhaps the release of the Panama Papers will finally bring down the 
curtain on Britain’s empire of tax evasion. To be fair to Cameron, said Rachel Sylvester in The 
Times, he has tried to tackle this problem. Three years ago, he put trade and transparency at 
the top of the G8 agenda for the first time. But he needs to get far tougher, so that despots can 
no longer launder their money through London mansions. It’s outrageous that, according to 
Transparency International, 36,342 properties covering 2.2 square miles of London are owned 
by anonymous offshore companies.

What the commentators said
Authorities across the world 
will now begin the process of 
investigating the extent to 
which illegal activity may have 
occurred. US president Barack 
Obama described global tax 
evasion as a “huge problem” 
and called for international tax 
reform. Meanwhile, the British 
PM is hosting a global anti-
corruption summit in London 
in May, reports the FT. At the 
meeting, UK tax havens are 
due to agree to a new central 
register of beneficial ownership 
that will allow British and 
other authorities, on request, 
to discover who owns an 
offshore company. Critics 
want the registers to be 
public, and accessible to 
everyone, but Bermuda and 
other territories claim that 
would just drive secretive 
investors to other, less 
scrupulous jurisdictions.

What next?

 “Trump’s appalling ignorance is catching up with him,” said Jennifer Rubin on WashingtonPost.com. 
His multiple flip-flops on key issues have revealed him to be completely ignorant about positions he 
conveniently adopted to run as a Republican. When he blithely advocated nuclear proliferation and 
wouldn’t rule out using nuclear weapons in Europe, it served as damning proof that he doesn’t 
bother educating himself about anything. You have to wonder if Trump “doesn’t really want to 
win”, and is unconsciously sabotaging his own campaign, said John Fund on NationalReview.com. 
Cheri Jacobus, a GOP strategist who was interviewed by Trump’s campaign for a job, says Trump 
now “senses he’s over his head and doesn’t want the nomination”. Rather than be further 
embarrassed by the Clintons in the general election, Jacobus thinks, he’d rather fall just short of a 
delegate majority, and then play “angry celebrity victim” for a few years.
 
“Reports of Trump’s demise are premature,” said Eugene Robinson in The Washington Post. He’s 
likely to do well in the Northeastern states next to vote, and even if he arrives at the convention a 
few dozen delegates shy of a majority but hundreds ahead of everyone else, is the GOP really going 
to nominate another candidate on the second or third ballot? “Sorry, but I just don’t believe the 
GOP has the fortitude to divorce its angry, energized base.” If Trump does fall short, “he won’t  
be the nominee”, said Ross Douthat on NYTimes.com. Candidates who arrive at the 
convention with a plurality of delegates, but short of the majority required, aren’t handed 
the nomination. After the first ballot, the rules authorise his delegates to switch to a more 
viable candidate – which is anyone but Trump. Republican leaders fear that Trump’s 
nomination would produce a Democratic landslide so large, it might cost them the Senate 
and maybe even the House, said Ben Domenech in The Federalist.com. So don’t be surprised 
if they “throw out the rule book to stop him, whatever the cost”.

What the commentators said

Trump’s fortunes actually 
look good in the short term, 
said NationalReview.com. 
Polls show him up by more 
than 25 points in his home 
state of New York, which 
votes on 19 April. He also 
figures to do well in the 26 
April “Acela primary”, with 
contests in Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and Rhode 
Island. But Trump is unlikely 
to get the 1,237 delegates, 
said FiveThirtyEight.com. 
And if he doesn’t, he’s in 
trouble. Party leaders choose 
the delegates and they’re 
making sure those selected to 
cast a first-ballot vote 
privately prefer Cruz or 
Kasich. For Trump, “it’s 
probably first ballot or bust”. 
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At 9.45am on Monday, a man 
stepped off a ferry in the small 
Turkish port of Dikili, with a 
policeman gripping his arm,  
said Patrick Kingsley in The 
Guardian. None of the hundreds 
of journalists assembled were 
able to ascertain his nationality, 
let alone his name. But 
“whoever he might be”, he was 
the first of 202 migrants to be 
returned from Greece to Turkey 
under the terms of the EU’s  
new deportation deal. The 
arrangement stipulates that all 
migrants crossing over into Greece using 
“irregular” means after 20 March will be sent back 
to Turkey. For every Syrian accepted back, the EU 
will take a vetted Syrian asylum seeker from the 
camps in southern Turkey, up to a total of 72,000. 
The EU will also hand over $6.8bn to help Turkey 
deal with the 2.7 million Syrian refugees already on 
its soil. “For politicians back in Europe, this was 
one small step for an anonymous man, but one 
giant leap for the continent.”

For now, “the crackdown appears to be 
working”, said Roy Gutman on Politico. Turkish 
police have set up checkpoints outside ports to 
deter smugglers and migrants. Beaches and bays 
are being patrolled. Last October, 6,800 refugees 
were crossing over every day to the Greek islands 
just across the water, in small boats and inflatable 
dinghies: now it’s down to just 400 a day. But  
if the policy works in the long run, it will be  
a miracle, said Memphis Barker in The 
Independent. Greece has to be able to seal its 
borders, maintain humane detention centres, and 
deport all illegal arrivals. In short, as one senior  

EU official put it shortly 
before the 20 March 
deadline: “We need to 
build a Greek state in  
a week”. Needless to say, 
“that bar has not been 
cleared”. The camps are 
“overrun” and massively 
understaffed. Hundreds  
of extra translators and 
border guards promised 
by the EU have not 
arrived. Indeed, the 
deportations ground to  
a halt this week, said Nick 

Squires in The Daily Telegraph. All asylum 
applicants on the Greek islands have to be 
processed before they can be deported. And 
thanks to the lack of officials, this logjam could 
“take months” to clear.

Meanwhile, the people smugglers will turn to 
other routes, said Owen Matthews in Newsweek. 
Many migrants are expected to travel to Italy 
instead, via Libya or Albania. And under the EU 
deal, all Turkish citizens will be granted visa-free 
travel to the Schengen zone (though not the right 
to work). So a Turkish passport, bought on the 
black market, will get an Iraqi or a Syrian into the 
heart of Europe. Besides, the deal is almost certainly 
illegal, said The Guardian. Under international law, 
the mass return of asylum seekers is banned, unless 
to a safe third country. Turkey does not qualify as 
that: it has forced the return of hundreds of 
refugees across the Syrian border in recent weeks. 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the head of the European 
Commission, has called the migrant crisis the 
“biggest challenge the EU has ever faced”, said 
The Times. “So far Europe has not risen to it.”

Only in the UAE

Boring but important

Poll watch
It appears nearly half of  
French people want Britain to 
leave the EU. At least that's 
according to an Odoxa poll  
in The Independent. The 
research found that 45% of 
French people are in favour 
of Britain leaving the EU, 
while 54% want it to stay. In 
Spain, by contrast, support 
for Britain remaining is 76%; 
while in Germany it is 65%.
Meanwhile, 51% of UK voters 
want Britain to remain in the 
EU, up four points from last 
month, according to an ORB 
poll for The Daily Telegraph. 
44% want to leave; just 5% 
are undecided.

Nobody likes drizzly weather, 
and as the recent downpours 
have shown, bad weather can 
prove disastrous for the 
transport infrastructure in the 
UAE. So a recent call to have 
flexible work schedules 
introduced during bad weather 
may come as a relief to many. 
“Federal government bodies 
have been urged to adopt 
flexible schedules for their 
employees during bad 
weather,” said The National.  
The Federal Authority for  
the Government Human 
Resources department issued 
a recommendation that 
“federal ministries and bodies 
implement procedures [to] 
guarantee their employees’ 
safety during commutes and 
allow them to arrive late in 
bad weather conditions.” 
Although only aimed at 
government related bodies,  
it could no doubt provide a 
framework for other companies 
during spells of bad weather.

Residents in the UAE are 
“spending less on luxury 
items and more on life’s 
necessities,” according to a 
new study published in The 
National. Although spending 
overall was “about the same” 
as the previous year, residents 
are spending less on “eating, 
socialising and concerts” but 
more on “food at home, rent 
and household items,” the 
study by the Middle East 
Centre for Shopping Centres 
showed. Meanwhile, 40% of 
participants said they “saved 
less” than the previous year. 
The most recent spending 
patterns show similar 
behaviour across all age 
groups “although those over 
40 are most likely to cut back 
on socialising and 51% are 
cutting back on eating and 
drinking out.” Despite the dip, 
the UAE still remains “the 
number one destination for 
luxury shopping in the region.” 
According to the study, 43% of 
respondents chose Dubai as 
their “favourite place to shop 
for luxury items”, followed by 
the UAE capital, Abu Dhabi.  
“The Saudi Arabian travellers 
are still spending as much as 
they ever have here, and that 
is at very high levels,” said 
David Macadam, chief 
executive of the Middle East 
Centre for Shopping Centres. 
Regionally ”nowhere 
compares to Dubai. It will 
retain footfall and spending.” 

Turkey: The migrant crackdown

Good week for:
David Beckham, who is enjoying an extremely profitable retirement. 
The 40-year-old former midfielder made $63.6m from sponsorship 
deals, investments and business last year – more than 13 times what 
he was paid in his last year as a footballer.

Being born again, after a Chinese company opened a “death 
simulator” in Shanghai in which visitors experience “death, 
cremation, and rebirth” by passing through a series of elaborate 
exhibits. “It brings you back to earth to think about some of 
life’s problems,” one user said.

Exiting with flair, after a United Airlines flight attendant 
deployed and slid down an emergency slide after the plane 
landed without incident in Houston. She then went home,  
and was promptly fired.

Bad week for:
Déjà vu, after air traffic controllers in France went on strike, 
causing massive delays and cancellations on flights in and out  
of the country. The walkout marked the 43rd strike by French  
air traffic controllers since 2009.

The five Welshmen, who stole a trailer-load of biscuits and 
drink and have since been sentenced to between 16 and 44 
months in jail. The group were accused of two separate 
robberies: stealing $28,000 worth of biscuits from Cwmbran,  
in Wales, and 2,000 crates of alcohol worth $61,000 from Kent 
in England. As they were being sentenced, one of them shouted, 
“Would you like a biscuit?”

Migrants facing deportation  
protest in Lesbos, Greece
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Amman, Jordan
Student protest: A student-sit in over 
tuition fee hikes continued at the 
University of Jordan (UJ). About 27 
protestors were referred to the college 
administration for violating orders it had 
issued last week, The Times of Jordan said. 
Campaigners at the Amman institution are 
angered by a proposal to raise the price of 
postgraduate courses and have been 
banned from staying on campus after 
midnight. The university’s deanship of 
student affairs announced it planned to 
question those who continued to defy  
the rules, branding their behaviour 
“irresponsible” and “chaotic”. But 
protestor Ahmad Mustafa condemned the 
move, adding the student union backed the 
demonstrations. Rallies were suspended on 
18 March after the board of trustees and 
the Higher Education Council agreed to 
phase out fee rises, but resumed when they 
failed to provide a time frame in which this 
would happen. 

Doha, Qatar
Kidnapped Qataris freed: Two members  
of a hunting party kidnapped in Iraq have 
been freed, Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said on Wednesday. The Qatari 
citizen and an Asian colleague were 
abducted in December while on a trip in 
Busaya in the Samawa desert, close to Saudi 
Arabia. At least a dozen members of the 

group, from Doha, are still being held 
captive, including children. They were 
kidnapped by around 100 gunmen 
during an early-morning raid on their 

camp. Shortly afterwards, seven Qatari 
citizens, one Kuwaiti national and one 

man from Saudi Arabia were released.The 
ministry did not reveal what had prompted 
their release.

Jerusalem, Israel
SS man “worked for Mossad”: Lieutenant 
Colonel Otto Skorzeny, a notorious SS officer 
who was personally awarded the Iron Cross 
by Hitler, worked after the war for Mossad, 
Israel’s spy agency, it has emerged. Rafael 
Eitan, the ex-Mossad agent who abducted 
Adolf Eichmann and brought him to Israel, 
told the Ha’aretz newspaper that “I met and 
ran” Skorzeny, who had escaped from US 
custody and settled in Franco’s Spain. The 
paper says that Skorzeny assassinated Heinz 
Krug, an ex-Nazi rocket scientist working for 
Egypt, in Munich in 1962.

Aden, Yemen
Yemeni PM sacked amid cabinet 
reshuffle: Yemen’s former Vice-
President and Prime Minister Khaled 
Bahah has denounced his dismissal as 
a “coup against legitimacy”. Last 
Sunday, President Abdrabbuh Mansour 
Hadi announced that he had sacked 
Bahah, saying Bahah’s government had 
“failed to ease the suffering of our 
people, resolve their problems and 
provide their needs”, particularly in  
the “fields of economy, services and 
security”. But on Tuesday, Bahah said 
the move undermined the cabinet and 
its work to end the war between 
pro-government forces and Houthi 
rebels. A new round of UN-sponsored 
peace talks is due to start later this 
month. Brig Gen Ali Mohsen Al 
Ahmar has since been appointed 
vice-president and former 
communications minister Ahmed 
Obaid Bin Daghr was appointed  
as prime minister.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Green Card scheme for expats discussed: 
Saudi Arabia may set up a ‘Green Card’ 
system similar to America’s as part of plans 
to raise $100bn of revenue by 2020.“We 
are working on a specific programme 
similar to the Green Card [system],” said 
Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman. A US Green Card allows 
immigrants to live and work in the country 
permanently. They are valid for 10 years, 
after which they can be renewed. The prince 
said that $10bn would be raised from VAT, 
$30bn from subsidy reforms and $40bn 
from other measures, without elaborating on 
what these might be. Saudi Arabia will 
launch its National Transformation 
Programme later this month.

Al Qaryatayn, Syria
ISIL in retreat: Syrian regime forces have 
recaptured another major town from ISIL, 
dealing a further blow to the terrorist 
group a week after the fall of Palmyra to 
government forces. ISIL fighters were 
forced to retreat from the town of Al 
Qaryatayn on Sunday night, as regime 
forces attacked under the cover of Russian 
airstrikes. The town, which lies to the 
southeast of Homs, 60 miles west of 

Palmyra, is on a key supply route between ISIL’s disparate strongholds, and had been 
held by the militants since last August. Syria is more than a month into a fragile 
ceasefire which excludes ISIL and the (al-Qaeda-linked) Nusra Front. Some 400 ISIL 
fighters were reportedly killed in the battle for Palmyra – a major victory for the 
Assad regime. At least 20 Nusra fighters, including senior leaders, were killed in a US 
drone strike last Sunday. 
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Athens, Greece
Deporting migrants: The first 200 
migrants, mostly Pakistanis and Afghans, 
were sent from Greece back to Turkey this 
week under a resettlement deal between 
the European Union and Turkey. The deal 
requires Turkey to take back all migrants 
and refugees who illegally cross to Greece 
from its coast, in order to deter others 
from attempting the dangerous crossing  
of the Aegean Sea. In return, the European 
Union will take in Syrian refugees now in 
Turkey and let Turks travel to Europe 
visa-free. But human rights groups critical 
of the plan say Turkey is relocating the 
migrants to unsafe areas of southern 
Turkey near the Syrian border. Migrants  
at a holding camp on the Greek island of 
Lesbos protested the transfers this week, 
shouting, “We want freedom!” (see 
Controversy, page 6). 

Madrid, Spain
Spanish practices: Three-hour lunch breaks 
that allow Spanish workers to nip home 
for a siesta could soon be consigned to 
history under new legislation proposed by 
Spain’s prime minister, Mariano Rajoy. 
The leader of the country’s centre-right 
government wants to bring the working 
day into line with European norms, 
finishing by about 6pm. Currently, many 
Spaniards start work at about 10am, break 
at 2pm for two or three hours and then 
head back into the office, before clocking 
off at about 8pm. The long break was 
needed when Spain was a predominantly 
agricultural economy and workers had to 
shelter from the heat. But Rajoy, and 
others, argue it is now hampering efforts 
to boost Spain’s low productivity levels. 
Spain is likely to hold a second general 
election in June following an inconclusive 
poll last December; the other main parties 
have suggested similar measures. 

The Hague, Netherlands
Kenyan case “mistrial”: The International 
Criminal Court (ICC) has dropped its case 
against Kenya’s deputy president, William 
Ruto, with the presiding judge declaring a 
mistrial owing to “witness interference and 
intolerable political meddling”. Ruto had 
been charged with crimes against 
humanity in relation to the violence 
following the 2007 election in Kenya, in 
which more than 1,200 people were killed. 
Charges were also dropped against a 
journalist, Joshua Arap Sang. In both 
cases, the decision to drop the case was 
made by a panel of judges, who voted 2-1 
against the argument that a conviction was 
still possible. The decision is a blow to the 
authority of the ICC and the office of the 
international criminal prosecutor, though, 
in theory, it is possible that charges could 
be revived in the future. In 2014, the 
prosecutor dropped similar charges against 
the Kenyan president, Uhuru Kenyatta.  

Berlin, Germany
Spy masterclass: 
A previously 
unseen video of 
Kim Philby, in 
which he 
recounts his three 
decades as a 
Soviet spy to 
an audience of 
Stasi officers in 
1981, has been 
discovered by the BBC in the Stasi archives 
in Berlin. It’s the first known record of 
Philby (pictured) speaking about his career 
as a Soviet agent within MI6. In it, he 
describes the ease with which “year in, 
year out” he took documents out of the 
office each night for photographing by his 
handler; and says he got away with it due 
to his “governing class” background. His 
key advice to Stasi agents was to “keep 
your nerve” and “never confess”.

Reykjavík, Iceland 
PM quits over Panama Papers: Iceland’s Prime Minister 
Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson sensationally resigned this 
week after leaked documents revealed that he and his wife 
had hidden highly sensitive Icelandic assets in a secretive 
offshore company. On Monday, around 24 hours after 
the “Panama Papers” revelations, tens of thousands of 
Icelanders gathered outside parliament to demand that he go. 
The documents revealed that when Gunnlaugsson (pictured) 
entered parliament in 2009, he sold a 50% stake in an offshore 
firm to his wife for a token $1. The firm held millions of 
dollars’ worth of bonds in three collapsed Icelandic banks, 
over which Gunnlaugsson then negotiated with foreign creditors – a clear conflict of 
interest, according to critics. Gunnlaugsson tried to cling on by asking the president to 
dissolve parliament for early elections – a request that was refused. Iceland’s ousted 
PM is one of 12 national leaders among a total of 143 politicians to have used 
Mossack Fonseca to operate offshore accounts. Ukraine’s Petro Poroshenko and 
Pakistan’s Nawaz Sharif have – like Gunnlaugsson – denied any wrongdoing. The 
Kremlin shrugged off revelations about the huge wealth amassed by President Putin’s 
inner circle, dismissing the disclosures as “Putinphobia” (see Main stories, page 4). 

Saint Petersburg, Russia
Cultists arrested: Police have raided 25 
premises in St Petersburg and Moscow 
linked to the Japanese cult Aum Shinrikyo, 
arresting ten suspected cultists in the Saint 
Petersburg raids. The banned cult was 
responsible for a sarin nerve gas attack on 
the Tokyo metro system in 1995 that killed 
13 people and injured about 5,000. Aum 
Shinrikyo began as a spiritual group 
mixing Hindu and Buddhist beliefs, but 
morphed into a paranoid doomsday cult. 
Some 189 Aum members have been put on 
trial in Japan; leader Shoko Asahara was 
sentenced to death in 2004 and remains  
on death row. In Russia, prosecutors say 
the cult has been pressuring people to 
make donations; they suspect there are 
now up to 30,000 followers in the country. 
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New Haven, Connecticut
Wooing Yale: Yale University is facing calls for it to up sticks and 
move to another state in order to avoid a huge tax bill. The 
cash-strapped state of Connecticut is hoping to introduce a new 
tax on incomes from endowments worth $10bn or more. Yale’s 
$25.6bn endowment fund is the second-biggest in the US (behind 
Harvard’s $37.6bn), and generated an income from investment 
gains of $2.6bn last year. The governor of Florida, Rick Scott, last 
week urged Yale to head south to the Sunshine State, promising 
not to tax its loot: the offer was politely declined. The Ivy League 
university, situated in the port town of New Haven, takes its name 
from its first major benefactor, a Welsh merchant named Elihu 
Yale. His endowment comprised 417 books, a portrait of King 
George I and the proceeds from the sale of nine bales of goods. 

Chicago, Illinois
Anti-gun boy shot: A boy from Chicago who appeared in an 
award-winning internet video against gun violence has been shot 
and critically injured – the latest victim in a dramatic surge in gun 
crime in the city. Zarriel Trotter, 13, was reportedly caught in the 
crossfire between two gangs. A total of 135 people have been shot 
dead in Chicago in the first three months of 2016 – an 80% rise 
on last year. Most of the violence has taken place in the city’s 
South and West Sides, where gangs are fighting over territory. The 
surge in deaths has also been linked to nervousness among police 
officers following last year’s row over police racism. Under 
pressure from civil liberties groups, police now have to fill in 
lengthy forms every time they stop someone: the number of police 
stops has fallen by almost 90% compared with the same period 
last year.

Mexico City, Mexico 
Migrant kids arrested: Mexico has been deporting 
unaccompanied child migrants from Central America 
without telling them they can apply for refugee status, 
human rights activists have charged. Since 
Washington pressured the Mexican government to 
step up detentions of migrants to reduce a surge at the US border, 
the number of children detained in Mexico has risen nearly 
fourfold. Mexican authorities apprehended some 36,000 children 
in 2015, more than half of whom were unaccompanied. Most are 
held in prison-like shelters in Mexico and are not given access to 
lawyers. Many of the children are fleeing gang violence in 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador and should have been 
eligible for asylum. Only 56 were given that status last year.

Lima, Peru
Drug mule’s regrets: A Northern Irish 
woman freed on parole in Peru – where 
she served more than two years of a six- 
year term for trying to smuggle 11kg of 
illegal substances through Lima airport 
– has said she committed her crime in a 
“moment of madness”. Michaella 
McCollum (pictured), 22, must remain in 
Peru, perhaps for several years, under the 
terms of her parole. She said she was 
ashamed of the “destruction to society” her 
actions could have caused. Her accomplice, Melissa Reid, remains 
in prison in the hope of a transfer to a jail in her native Scotland. 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Security fears: One of Brazil’s 
most senior security officials has 
admitted that the country’s 
deepening political crisis could lead 
to “international distrust” of the arrangements for this summer’s 
Olympic Games, due to begin in Rio de Janeiro on 5 August. The 
remarks by Andrei Rodrigues, secretary for major events at the 
country’s justice ministry, follow the abrupt resignation last week 
of Colonel Adilson Moreira, the commander of the national 
security force involved in preparations for the Games. Moreira 
quit saying he was “embarrassed” to be working for Brazil’s 
“unscrupulous group” of leaders, led by Dilma Rousseff. Several 
members of the government are embroiled in the huge Petrobras 
corruption scandal, and Rousseff is under threat of impeachment.  

Caracas, Venezuela
Peace talks: Colombia’s government announced in Caracas last 
week that it will hold formal peace talks with the country’s 
second-largest armed rebel group, the National Liberation Army, 
or ELN, in an attempt to end more than half a century of civil 
conflict. Colombian officials are already involved in negotiations 
with the biggest rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (Farc); those talks have been running for three-and-a-
half years, in Havana, and are continuing despite running over a 
self-imposed deadline for their conclusion last month. The ELN, 
which has an estimated 1,500 fighters, began its insurgency in 
1964, inspired by the Cuban revolution, and finances its efforts 
largely through extortion and kidnapping for ransom. 

Yasuni National Park, Ecuador
Rainforest drilling: Ecuador has started drilling for oil on the edge 
of a section of the Amazon rainforest inhabited by two of the last 
tribes in the world living in voluntary isolation. President Rafael 
Correa had pledged in 2007 to protect the area, known as the 
Ishpingo Tambococha Tiputini block, from drilling in exchange 
for $3.6 billion from the international community, but donors 
never came through with the money. “I don’t like oil, but I like 
misery even less,” Correa said. He said most of the oil income will 
be reinvested in Amazonian communities. But that won’t help the 
nomadic Tagaeri and Taromenane tribes, which have chosen to 
remain isolated, and activists fear their land will be polluted.
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Cape Town, 
South Africa
Zuma survives: 
South Africa’s 
President Jacob 
Zuma survived an 
impeachment vote 
on Tuesday, days 
after issuing an apology live on national 
television for his role in a long-running 
corruption scandal. South Africa’s highest 
court ruled last week that the president 
had acted unconstitutionally when he 
ignored an order to repay some of the state 
funds used in a lavish $16.9m upgrade 
(including a helipad and a swimming pool) 
of his private homestead in Nkandla, 
KwaZulu-Natal. Zuma this week agreed 
to pay back the money, and survived the 
“Removal of President” motion by 233 
votes to 143, amid rowdy scenes. The 
ruling ANC formally accepted Zuma’s 
apology, though several senior figures have 
called for him to stand down. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan
Conflict flares: The century-old conflict 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the 
disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
flared up again last weekend, leaving 
dozens dead on both sides. The region is 
an Armenian-majority enclave lying within 
neighbouring Azerbaijan. It has been a 
self-proclaimed republic since 1994, 
following the post-Soviet Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict, in which up to 30,000 
people died. Azerbaijan has repeatedly 
threatened to take control of the territory 
but has never launched a full-scale 
invasion. Hostilities began last Friday, with 
both sides reportedly using artillery, tanks 
and rocket-launching systems, and both 
blaming each other for the escalation. 
After four days of violence – during which 
at least 46 people, including civilians, died 
– a ceasefire was agreed on Tuesday.

Beijing, China
Panama Papers censored: China has put a 
media blackout on information about the 
Panama Papers leak, which revealed that 
many world leaders, entertainers, and 
businesses hid vast amounts of money in 
tax havens. Searches on Weibo, China’s 
Twitter equivalent, for news about the 
11.5 million leaked documents generated 
the message “Sorry, searches for ‘Panama’ 
came up with no relevant results.” The 
papers, though, don’t immediately point to 
any wrongdoing by Chinese leaders. A 
brother-in-law of President Xi Jinping is 
listed as the owner of two defunct shell 
companies, but there’s no suggestion  
that he used them to embezzle or hide 
funds. The English-language Global 
Times, the one Chinese paper that 
covered the story, denounced the leak  
as politically motivated.

Beijing
Vaccination fears: Chinese  
authorities fear that a 
major scandal over illegal 
vaccines will lead millions 
of families to stop having 
their children immunised. 
State media admitted last 
week that there was 
“panic among the public” 
after news broke of a 
$84.5m racket in which  
a gang allegedly sold 
outdated or badly stored 
vaccines with the collusion 
of local officials; so far 
more than 130 people 
have been arrested. 

Premier Li Keqiang 
has vowed “severe 

punishment” 
for those 

found 
guilty. 

Naypyidaw, 
Myanmar
PM role: The 
parliament in 
Myanmar has 
passed a law 
making Aung 
San Suu Kyi the 
country’s de facto 
prime minister, 
or “state 
counsellor”. Suu 

Kyi (pictured), whose party took 80% of 
the contested seats in last year’s elections, 
is barred from the presidency because her 
sons are foreign citizens, but has vowed 
to govern “above the president” (her 
long-time ally and confidant Htin Kyaw). 
Unelected military MPs, who hold 25% of 
the parliamentary seats, boycotted the vote 
and denounced it as unconstitutional. 

Pyongyang, North Korea
Nuke on a missile: North Korea now has 
the ability to mount a nuclear warhead 
on a medium-range missile that can 
reach all of South Korea and much of 
Japan, a South Korean official said this 
week. The US concurred with the 
assessment. “We know that [the North 
has] said they have that capability, and we 
have to take them at their word,” said 
Pentagon spokesman Captain Jeff Davis. 
Just days earlier, Kim Jong Un’s regime 
had released a propaganda video 
simulating multiple rocket strikes on South 
Korea’s presidential palace. In the video, 
titled “Unless South Korea Complies With 
Our Ultimatum”, the North demands that 
South Korean President Park Geun-hye 
apologise for “treason” and publicly execute 
officials responsible for what Pyongyang 
says are plans to attack its leadership.

Sydney, Australia
Cook’s “invasion”: Sydney’s prestigious 
University of New South Wales has issued 
guidelines encouraging its students to refer 
to the arrival of Captain James Cook and 
other British settlers in Australia using 
terms such as “invaded” and “occupied”, 
rather than “discovered” and “settled”. 
The “Indigenous Terminology” guide also 
suggests the use of “Indigenous Australian 
people” or “Aboriginal peoples”, rather 
than “Aborigines”. Conservatives accused 
the university of rewriting history; others 
defended the proposed terminology, 
arguing that it merely reflected reality.
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Natalie Wood’s grieving daughter
Natalie Wood’s daughter was just 11 when she heard on the radio that her 
mother had died, says Katherine Rosman in The New York Times. Natasha 
Gregson Wagner was at a sleepover when she woke up to a bulletin that the 
Hollywood star had drowned off the coast of Catalina Island, California. “‘Is 
this real? Is this really what’s happening?’” she recalls herself asking. She rushed 
home and found the adults in a state of shock. “My dad was just in bed, not able 
to function at all. My mom’s three best friends. Our nanny. It was kind of like a 
Fellini movie with people coming in and out.” Now 45, Gregson Wagner spent 
almost two decades trying to come to terms with the sudden loss of her impossibly 
charismatic mother. “I was in therapy from, like, the minute she died until I  
was 30.” That process was complicated by the conspiracy theories over the 
drowning; Gregson Wagner’s aunt has openly accused Wood’s widower, Robert 
Wagner, of having had something to do with her death. “It’s so preposterous that 
I can’t even relate to it,” says Gregson Wagner. “I know that she drowned and I 
know it was an accident. The details don’t concern me. The result is the same. 
She died. She left when I was 11 and my sister was seven, and we needed her.”

Trump’s accommodating 
butler
Anthony Senecal knows 
exactly the way Donald 
Trump likes things, says Jason 
Horowitz in The New York 
Times. For 30 years, Senecal 
has worked on the Republican 
presidential candidate’s 
palatial Mar-a-Lago estate  
in Florida; first as his butler, 
and now as the 118-room 
property’s unofficial historian. 
He knows how Trump has his 
steak cooked – “It would rock 
on the plate, it was so well 
done,” he says – and that his 
employer’s mood can 
generally be gauged by the 
colour of his baseball cap: 
white is good; red is bad. 
Crucially, perhaps, Senecal 
has also learned how to 
massage Trump’s ego. He calls 
him “the king”, and once 
hired a bugler to play “Hail to 
the Chief” as the billionaire 
arrived at Mar-a-Lago, and 
calls out “All rise!” to club 
members and staff when  
his boss walks through a 
room. The long 
time butler 
says Trump 
sometimes  
strolls 
around the 
grounds 
handing 
out $100 
bills to 
grounds-
keepers and 
is popular 
among 

the staffers, who are mostly 
Romanians, South Africans, 
and other foreigners brought 
in on visas. “They’re so good. 
They are so professional,” he 
says of the foreign workers. 
“These local people...” he 
trails off. Now 74, Senecal 
tried to retire in 2009, but 
Trump persuaded him not to. 
“Tony, to retire is to expire,” 
the billionaire told him. “I’ll 
see you next season.”

Living with death
Paul Daniels was the love of 
Debbie McGee’s life, and her 
husband for 28 years. So his 
death has left her reeling. And 
yet, she told Amy Oliver in The 
Mail on Sunday, “I’m glad he 
went first. If it had been me, he 
wouldn’t have been able to 
cope.” The magician trusted 
his wife with everything – 
including his death. When he 
fell ill last year, he didn’t want 
to know the diagnosis. “He 
told the doctor, ‘Just tell Deb.’ 
The consultant showed me the 
scan. It was there on the screen, 
he had a brain tumour – the 
most aggressive you can have.” 
From then until the day 
Daniels died in her arms, last 
month, the couple never 
discussed his ill ness – except 
once. They were sitting quietly 
in their riverside home when 
Daniels suddenly turned and 
fixed her with a stare. “He 
asked, ‘What on earth is wrong 
with me?’” recalls McGee.  
“I don’t know where I got my 
strength from but I didn’t cry. 

I said, ‘Darling, you’ve 
got a brain tumour.’ 
He just looked at me 
and then looked out 
of the window at 
the ducks. He 
didn’t ask any  
more. He didn’t 
want to know.”

Emily Blunt on stammering and equal pay 
Despite Emily Blunt becoming one of Hollywood’s most sought-
after A-listers, she’s still a down-to-Earth Brit, says Celia Walden 
in The Telegraph. Currently several months pregnant with her 
second child, she has recently been promoting The Huntsman: 
Winter’s War, the sequel to 2012’s Snow White and the Huntsman. 
According to Blunt, one of the most surprising aspects of her 
pregnancy, is the return of her childhood stutter. Perhaps baring  
a child means that “there is less room for your diaphragm”,  
which causes the stutter, she muses. The speech impediment was 
something that the actress “spent most of her childhood trying  
to hide”, and led to her discovering theatre: “Somehow, being 
somebody else, meant that it just went away”, Blunt told Walden. 
Her big break came at 17 when she was cast alongside Dame Judy 
Dench in a play called The Royal Family. Dench immediately 
welcomed Blunt, introducing herself to the teenager with the 
words, “Hello darling. If anyone gives you any trouble in this, 
you come straight to me.” Supporting women within the film and 
theatre industry has continued to be important to Blunt. “I do feel 
it’s a question of responsibility now. If you’re in a position where 
you’re given a big opportunity – as a woman and as an actress – 
you need to be asking, ‘What would a man in this industry be 
earning at the precise same point in his career?’” Then hopefully 
others will be inspired and a “woman working in a supermarket 
can say to themselves, ‘I’m going to find out what Bob’s getting – 
because I want the same as Bob’”.





ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
EVERYTHING THAT MATTERS

SUBSCRIPTION 
BENEFITS: 

 FREE MONTEGRAPPA
 PEN 
 FREE DIGITAL EDITION
 DELIVERED TO YOUR  

 HOME OR OFFICE
 EVERY SUNDAY
 NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

CALL ON 800 45 85 OR
VISIT GULFNEWS.COM/THEWEEK

 YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL
 CIRC@GULFNEWS.COM

RECEIVE YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY 
MONTEGRAPPA
PAROLA PEN WHEN
YOU SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE
AND

SAVE OVER

50%



NEWS 15Briefing   

10 APRIL 2016 THE WEEK 

How much does Puerto  
Rico owe?
The island has more than $72 billion 
of debt – nearly 100% of its total 
annual economic output – and an 
estimated $30 billion shortfall in its 
state pension fund. Two government 
agencies have already defaulted on 
debts, and a $2 billion payment is 
due on July 1. There’s no way the 
territory will make it. Unemployment 
is over 12% and would be twice as 
high if so many Puerto Ricans  
hadn’t taken advantage of their  
US citizenship and moved to the 
mainland to find work. The poverty 
rate is 45%, compared with 15% 
stateside, and half of P.R. residents 
are on Medicaid. “We have no cash 
left,” Governor Alejandro Padilla 
said in a December appeal for help to 
the US Senate. “This is a distress call 
from 3.5 million Americans who have 
been lost at sea.” It’s not just Puerto 
Ricans at risk of suffering: Two-thirds 
of US pension and retirement funds hold Puerto Rico government 
and municipal bonds, and could lose billions of dollars if the 
island can’t service its debts. 

Why did it take on so much debt?
Because it could. For decades, Puerto Rico issued bonds to cover 
budget shortfalls, and investors snapped them up because the 
bonds are exempt from federal, state, and local taxes in all 
50 states. Then in 1996 the territory hit an economic crossroads. 
Congress ended hefty tax breaks for US manufacturers operating 
in Puerto Rico, and American firms began shuttering their 
operations on the island, causing the economy to slump. Instead 
of restructuring its economy, Puerto Rico doubled its debt over 
the next 10 years, and Wall Street firms made nearly $1 billion 
off the fees. Those bond sales let the territory’s bloated 
government – which employs a quarter of the workforce –  
meet its budgets without laying people off. But the economy 
remained stagnant, and the government was soon overwhelmed 
by its vast debt obligations. 

How have islanders reacted?
Puerto Ricans with means and education are fleeing for the 
mainland. The island has lost some 440,000 people in the past 
decade, with about 1,200 decamping every week in 2014. Many 
have moved to Florida, which could 
make that state’s demographics more 
favourable for Democrats in 
November’s presidential election. 
(Puerto Ricans can’t vote for president 
if they live on the island, but can if 
they move to a US state.) With 
growing debt and a shrinking number 
of taxpayers, the island appears 
trapped in an economic death spiral. 
Those who stay face ever-higher bills: 
the sales tax rose last year from seven 
to 11.5% – the highest in the country 
– and water and electricity rates have 
spiked. The foreclosure rate is 
soaring. “People are literally leaving 
their homes empty with the keys in 
the house,” says resident Maria 
Milagros Rodriquez.

Could Puerto Rico go bankrupt?
No. Like states, the commonwealth 
of P.R. cannot file for bankruptcy. 
But while municipalities on the 
mainland are allowed to seek 
Chapter 9 bankruptcy protections – 
the process Detroit used in 2013 to 
shrink and restructure its debt –  
a quirk in federal law bans Puerto 
Rico’s towns and cities from doing 
the same. The Obama administration 
has proposed extending Chapter 9 
protections to the island, which 
would cover about a third of its debt. 
Senate Democrats have gone further, 
putting forward two bills recently 
that would give Puerto Rico the 
power to restructure all its debt and 
let its governor decide which debts to 
pay first. But hedge funds and other 
large bondholders oppose this plan, 
as do many Republicans. “If we 
rewrote the rules on Puerto Rico’s 
sovereign debt now, what would  
that do to the sovereign debts of  

the 50 states?” says Republican Thomas McClintock (California). 
If banks got spooked and raised borrowing costs for all US states 
and territories in response, he says, “that could sink a state like 
California.” Republicans want the island to tackle its debt crisis 
by cutting and reforming government spending.

How much spending could be cut?
A lot. Puerto Rico has made some bad financial decisions. The 
island’s government-owned power utility, for example, has  
piled up $9 billion in debt by providing free electricity to all 
municipalities and government-owned enterprises – although 
not to Puerto Rico’s citizens. Because municipalities haven’t 
faced electricity bills, they have happily invested in energy-
intensive, economically dubious projects. Authorities in the city 
of Aguadilla operate a water park billed as the biggest in the 
Caribbean, a minor league baseball stadium illuminated by 
floodlights, and – believe it or not – an ice-skating rink. 
“Imagine how much it costs to have an ice-skating rink in  
the tropics,” says economist Sergio Marxuach.

What happens if the debt crisis isn’t resolved?
The Obama administration has warned of a potential 
humanitarian crisis. Puerto Rico could find itself having to choose 
between funding health-care services, schools, police and servicing 

its debt. Meanwhile, a default would 
set off a tsunami of litigation as 
hundreds of creditors sue the 
government. “Without a referee in 
the form of a bankruptcy court, it’s 
going to be a mess,” says Frank 
Shafroth, a public policy expert at 
George Mason University. Marielys 
Feliciano, a single mother of four 
who works in construction, is 
planning to take her family to the 
mainland. Last summer, her local 
school was shut to cut costs; she 
now has to wake at 4 am to get  
her kids to another school. “I see 
the future here, and the doors are 
closing,” she told Bloomberg.com. 
“I can’t limit my kids to a place 
where there’s no future.”

Puerto Rico in crisis
The US territory can’t pay its debts and will soon run out of money. How did it get into this mess?

A women walks past a run down building,  
in the capital, San Juan

A nonfinancial threat to the island
As if Puerto Rico didn’t have enough woes, the Zika 

virus sweeping Latin America has now hit the island. 
At least 249 cases of the mosquito-borne virus – 

which has been linked to paralysis and debilitating 
birth defects – have been confirmed since December. 
That number is expected to skyrocket when the rainy 
season starts in April, and tourism officials say they 

have already seen visitors cancel weddings and 
business conferences over fears of an outbreak. The 
debt crisis has left Puerto Ricans especially vulnerable 

to Zika. Many poor residents can’t afford window 
screens, exposing them to almost constant bites. The 

island is also littered with hundreds of abandoned 
homes with water-collecting birdbaths and pools, 

perfect mosquito breeding grounds. “Before the year is 
out,” says Tom Frieden, director of the Centers for 

Disease Control, “there could be hundreds of 
thousands of Zika infections in Puerto Rico.” 
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Some Arab countries have failed to build state systems that create prosperity and wide public 
participation, says a prominent Lebanese columnist. Ghassan Charbel, editor-in-chief of the 
Beirut-based Saudi daily Al-Hayat, argues that certain Arab countries must admit their failure 
and start from scratch. “This is a reality that we can no longer hide. Certain countries have 
failed to build a normal state that lives within its natural boundaries. A state with institutions 
that focus on achieving progress, prosperity and job opportunities for its people. A state 
which cooperates with its neighbours and with the world, away from tensions and 
animosity,” he says in an article published by Al-Hayat. “We have no choice but to 
admit our failure. We must start from scratch like a city, after being destroyed by a 
massive earthquake. We must stop lying and hiding facts otherwise we will remain inside 
caves. We cannot travel to the future with our old ideas, torn clothes and fake concepts. 
We cannot board the train of progress without paying the price of the ticket from our 
idleness, passivity, illusions and bad ideas.”

Arabs must  
admit to  
failure

Ghassan Charbel

Al-Hayat

US and Iran  
have a strange 
relationship
Abir Al Fawzan

Okaz

The US and Iran have a strange relationship: the two countries behave like a husband and 
a wife who are constantly bickering, says a Saudi columnist. Abir Al Fawzan believes that the 
recent statements about Iran by US President Barrack Obama amount to “courting” the 
leadership and people of the Persian nation. In an article published in the Saudi daily Okaz, she 
says: “Obama used Iran’s New Year Newruz celebrations to court the people and the leadership 
in a manner that went beyond diplomatic courtesies. He told Iranians that the international 
community has lifted the sanctions against them and that their frozen funds have been 
unlocked.” But Obama’s courtesy “did not work” as Iran’s supreme leader Ali Khomeini 
again branded America “the Great Devil” in a speech to the people just a day after the 
US president’s remarks. “Khomeini rebuffed Obama’s claims and said that the US had 
not honoured its commitments and that frozen Iranian funds have not been unlocked. With 
such statements, Iran reminds me of a woman who tries privately to please her husband 
(America) but attacks him publicly. The relationship between the US and Iran is strange, 
intimate and secret. It is difficult to classify this relationship, which is similar to a husband and  
a wife who are either about to split or to reconcile.”

Arab countries will need to contribute 
to reconstructing Yemen after the end 
of the civil conflict, which erupted 
more than two years ago, says a UAE 
newspaper editor. Mohammed Al 
Hammadi, editor-in-chief of the Abu 
Dhabi-based daily Alittihad says that 
Arab intervention in the war in Yemen 
restored military balance among the 
warring parties and prevented Iran 
from imposing its control on that 
country. In an article published in the 
newspaper, he says that the military 
campaign launched by Saudi Arabia and its allies in Yemen has forced the Iranian-backed Houthis 
to change their strategy and agree to sit at the negotiating table. “This campaign has foiled Iran’s 
plans to impose its control on Yemen and put a knife in the side of the Arabian Peninsula. The 
Houthis have finally agreed to listen to the voice of reason and sit at the negotiating table to find 
a peaceful solution to the crisis,” he says. “When the war is over and the Yemenis start to stand 
on their feet, the country will definitely find its Arab brothers on Yemen’s side. The Arab coalition, 
which supported the Yemenis in their crisis, will also support them in their reconstruction drive.”

Terrorism has become widespread in 
the Middle East and is wreaking 
havoc and bloodshed across the 
world because of the absence of a 
united stand against the terrorists, 
says a UAE columnist. In the Middle 
East alone, terrorism is killing at least 
500 innocent people every week, 
mainly in Iraq, Syria and Yemen, 
while scores of innocents have been 
killed in terror activities in Turkey 
and Belgium in March, says Sultan Al 
Jassmi.  In an article published in the 
UAE daily Al Bayan, he argues that terrorism prevailing in conflict-battered Iraq is at its worst 
since the US occupation, adding that the country has become a fragmented nation ruled by terror 
gangs. In Israel, many Palestinians have been killed by Israeli troops over the past few weeks 
under the excuse of preventing knife attacks, he says. “Terrorism is spreading in the Middle East 
and other parts of the world. We have started to see terror and violence striking many countries 
almost every week. This is a blind type of terror that does not distinguish between races and 
religions. It is killing and injuring civilians everywhere and is destroying city infrastructure. These 
terror activities have started to affect many facilities and daily services. We must all join hands 
and stand against terrorism in the Middle East and all other parts of the world.”

Yemen: Arabs  
will fund 
reconstruction
Mohammed Al Hammadi

Alittihad

We should all 
stand against 
terror

Sultan Al Jassmi

Al Bayan
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Arizona’s 
voting 
fiasco

E.J. Dionne

The Washington Post

Remember 
who made 
Trump famous
Jim Lewis

TheIntercept.com

When citizens of Maricopa County, Arizona, had to wait for hours to vote in the state’s presidential 
primary recently, it was a preview of a possible “catastrophe for our democracy”, said E.J. Dionne. 
Maricopa includes Phoenix, the state’s largest city, which has “a non-white majority and is a Democratic 
island” in a Republican county. In what was billed as a cost-cutting move, Maricopa officials reduced 
“the number of polling places by 70%”, from 200 to 60. That left one station per 21,000 voters, 
compared with one per 2,500 voters in the rest of the state. The predictable result: When voters went to 
the polls, they were met with “endless lines” – some as long as five hours. Under the Voting Rights 
Act, Maricopa’s drastic cuts would have required Justice Department approval. But the Supreme  
Court’s conservative majority gutted the act in 2013, insisting voters no longer needed protection from 
discrimination. Now that Republicans in 16 states have enacted severe voting restrictions, imagine what  
is likely to happen when Americans elect a president on November 8. If millions of blacks, Hispanics, and 
the working poor are blocked from voting, it’ll be “an electoral cataclysm” and the result will be tainted.

Who’s to blame for Donald Trump? asked Jim Lewis. Liberals are blaming Fox News and other right-
wing news outlets for inflaming the white working class with class envy and racial resentment, and the 
Republican Party for not standing up to a loathsome bully. But the culture that initially made Trump a 
celebrity “wasn’t the one that goes hunting on weekends”. Nor was it a Ku Klux Klan newsletter that first 
brought Trump to our attention. “It was Time and Esquire and Spy.” Who gave him his own TV show? 
NBC. Our “coastal cultural gatekeepers” have been totally complicit in this crass hustler’s 30-year 
campaign of self-promotion, chuckling ironically at his materialism and sexism, and profiting from his 
ability to sell newspapers and books and boost TV ratings. Even when Trump became rancidly political, 
and railed that President Obama was a Muslim born in Kenya, The Washington Post invited him to the 
White House Correspondents’ Dinner. What good fun! Would, say, David Duke have gotten the same 
invitation? No. But Trump wasn’t a “redneck”, so the elites indulged him. But now that the game has 
gotten out of hand, “let’s remember who helped create this monster”. 

The FBI’s legal battle with Apple isn’t over, 
said L. Gordon Crovitz. The government has 
dropped its demand to get cooperation from 
Apple, now that a third party has helped the 
FBI bypass the security features blocking 
access to San Bernardino terrorist Syed Rizwan 
Farook’s iPhone. But the larger issue hasn’t 
been resolved: Should smartphones be 
uniquely exempt from the law enforcement 
searches permitted by the Fourth Amendment? 
When it announced its new operating 
system to customers in 2014, Apple 
boasted that “unlike our competitors”, the 
company could not bypass the customer’s 
chosen passcodes, so “it’s not technically feasible to respond to government warrants”. That’s a 
nice way to market iPhones to people concerned about privacy – and to terrorists, drug dealers, 
pedeophiles, and other criminals. Every year, tech companies like Facebook and Google routinely 
comply with thousands of warrants and subpoenas. So do banks and traditional telecommunication 
companies. But Apple has arrogantly turned down hundreds of requests to help investigators  
get into suspected criminals’ iPhones. Why should Apple be “above the law”? The courts or 
Congress need to decide that question once and for all.

For just a moment, “turn away from the 
generalised idiocy” of this year’s presidential 
race, and “consider a specific instance of 
monumental dimness”, said an editorial in 
The New York Times. America’s National 
Border Patrol Council (NBPC) – which has 
previously never endorsed a presidential 
candidate – said that it was supporting 
Donald Trump’s election campaign. The 
council, which claims to represent 16,500 
border guards, said “There is no greater 
physical or economic threat to Americans 
today than our open border”. The NBPC 
“asks the American people to support Trump 
in his mission to finally secure the border of 
the United States of America, before its too late”. In spite of the council’s “apocalyptic warnings”, 
the US border is actually “more militarised than ever”, while illegal immigration “has been falling for 
years” and “more Mexicans are leaving the country than entering”. Ultimately, Trump’s views on 
immigration are “driven by defiant ignorance”. If the NBPC was truly trying to protect its members 
interests, it would not be aligning with “borderline lunatics”. Instead, the group “would know better  
than to view all unauthorised migrants as a class of hardened criminals”. This isn’t the first time the 
council has exhibited “ludicrous” behaviour though, last year the council denounced the “Black Lives 
Matter” campaign in a podcast, in which they included the Game of Thrones theme tune and the line 
“I am the shield that guards the realm of men”. It’s this kind of “fantasy claptrap that feeds the thinking 
that dehumanises migrants”. Perhaps it is no surprise then, that they find “common cause” with Trump.

Why should 
iPhones be 
exempt?
L. Gordon Crovitz

The Wall Street Journal

Border control 
agency supports 
Trump

Editorial

The New York Times
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Has a Western intervention in the 
Middle East ever worked? The 
consensus these days is that we 
always make things worse, says Gary 
Kent, but there’s one example that 
clearly gives the lie to that: our 
decision to save the Kurds. Twenty-
five years ago this week, at the 
instigation of Prime Minister John 
Major, a UN resolution established a 
no-fly zone over the Kurdistan region. 
The move spared millions of Kurds 
from continued genocide at the hands 
of Saddam Hussein’s air force – an 
escape they are still grateful to the UK 
for – and allowed them to build “the foundations for the dynamic society that took off when 
Saddam was overthrown in 2003”. Although the region is facing an economic crisis today, owing 
to the oil price slump and the strain of hosting many refugees, the Kurds remain one of our key 
allies in the Middle East and have played “a pivotal role” in pushing back ISIL. The West may 
have made mistakes during the Iraq occupation, but we “do our friends no favours by believing 
we can never do the right thing”.

We won’t 
put up 
with lies
Corriere della Sera 

Italians are sick of being lied to about the killing of the student Giulio Regeni, says Aldo Cazzullo. 
The 28-year-old had been in Cairo writing a thesis on labour relations, when he went missing on 
25 January. Nine days later his body was found beside a motorway; it bore marks of the kind of 
torture known to be inflicted by Egypt’s security services. Cairo first tried to brush it off as a road 
accident, then claimed the perpetrators were a gang of professional thieves, all conven iently killed 
in a shoot-out with police last month. It then concocted a “patently false” story about finding 
Regeni’s belongings in a flat linked to the gang: in fact, most of the “discovered” items didn’t 
belong to him. No, Regeni had written articles critical of the military regime, and it can’t be a 
coincidence that he disappeared during a mass arrest of opponents on the anniversary of the 
2011 revolution. Shame on our prime minister, Matteo Renzi, for letting Cairo fob off his  
pleas to let Italian police look into Regeni’s killing: he should be threatening to break off  
relations unless a proper investigation is carried out. European countries may see Sisi’s regime  
as a “bulwark against radicalism”, but that doesn’t give it carte blanche to commit atrocities 
against their citizens.

Has Western 
intervention 
ever worked?
The Independent

ITALY

UNITED KINGDOM

The final 
humiliation 
for Hollande
Neue Zürcher Zeitung 

François Hollande’s presidency is all but over, says Andres Wysling. He was lauded for his  
firm response to the Paris terror attacks in November; but then he went too far, proposing a 
constitutional amendment allowing terrorists to be stripped of their French citizenship and  
giving the police emergency powers to carry out mass raids and ban demonstrations. The plan 
caused consternation in his own Socialist Party, and right-wingers too were uneasy about the 
restrictions on civil liberties. Now, after months of wrangling, Hollande has thrown in the towel: 
what started as a spontaneous move to try to rescue his dismal approval ratings has ended in 
humiliation. But that reflects no credit on his rivals and critics. Instead of asking whether the 
measure might in fact enhance security, they fell to petty “intrigues”, determined to ditch 
Hollande’s chances of winning a second term in next year’s election. It looks like they’ve 
succeeded: coming on top of the likely failure of the government’s labour reforms, Hollande’s 
chances are “dead and buried”. Even his own party doesn’t want him to stand again. If it hasn’t 
already, it must soon dawn on him that he is “politically finished”. 

Overworked
doctors are a
danger to all
The Independent

We British doctors are about to stage 
an unprecedented strike, and the public 
is on our side, said Ben Kirk. Later this 
month, junior doctors  will walk off the 
job en masse, including from emergency 
room duty. Some 5,000 non-emergency 
surgeries have already been cancelled. 
No patients will be harmed, because 
we’ve given enough notice that senior 
doctors and other practitioners will be 
able to cover A&E departments. In fact, 
we are doing this because we care about 
our patients. The Conservative 
government is “hell-bent on delivering 
on its manifesto pledge” that the 
National Health Service will provide routine services seven days a week, 24 hours a day. Yet it refuses to 
hire more doctors or raise their pay. Instead, it is simply increasing junior doctors’ work hours. Already, 
most of us are toiling “within a whisker of mental and physical burnout”. A confidential clinic set up to 
treat doctors says many younger doctors are suffering PTSD-like symptoms because their hours are so 
intense. Such overwork “very much risks patient safety”. We all know that “the link between fatigue  
and adverse events is as well documented in medicine as it is in aviation”. Give us junior doctors a rest 
– or patients will suffer.

FRANCE 

UNITED KINGDOM
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Life is “too short” to worry about 
household chores, says Alan Stokes in  
The Sydney Morning Herald. And it seems 
most Australians agree – according to  
a 2014 study, “69% of all Australians 
admit to avoiding ironing as much as 
possible, while 41% claim they have never 
ironed”. It seems however, that Aussie 
men are particularly slack: a separate 
investigation showed that women in the 
country “spend 5.8 times as much time on 
laundry and clothes” than men. While the 
fairer sex also clean an average of 13 hours 
a week more than their male counterparts. 
But why is this the case? Surely it’s unfair that “women spend more hours doing more boring 
household jobs than men?” A recent book, called Inequalities in Unpaid Work: A Cross National 
Comparison suggests that “the disproportionate burden of housework” may be causing strain on 
the psychological state of women, and creating “higher levels of work-family conflict”. But 
“here’s the killer” – the research also showed that “a high proportion of women and men seem 
happy enough with the unequal burden – and many regard it as fair”. There are several factors 
that might contribute to this, the traditional perception of gender roles for example. However  
a key reason from the study was simply that “women compare their husbands to their friends 
partners, who may do less housework”.  

Tourists,  
please stay 
at home
The Myanmar Times

Myanmar is rife with child abuse and animal cruelty and its only going to get worse, says Charlotte 
Rose. Now that democracy has come to Myanmar, travel companies are falling over themselves to 
offer new destinations to Western tourists, and one is the casino city of Mong La, an enclave on the 
Chinese border run by a rebel group, and a hub for prostitution, gambling and crime. Girls as young 
as 13 sit “like dolls on display” in shop-fronts. Away from the casinos, the poor gamble away their 
savings in backstreet betting shops. There’s nothing to see save a few “joyless attractions”; “a 
depressing elephant show, a few miserable caged animals”. It’s part of the growing trend in Asia for 
“poverty tourism”: in India, where “slum tours” enable rich visitors to cross paths with the poor, it’s 
big business. What is it that makes misery and depravity so interesting to tourists? Why does child 
abuse become “charmingly photogenic” when it’s on the other side of the world? Every new visitor 
to Mong La will be helping to sustain an economy based on child prostitution and illegal wildlife. 
Myanmar has a lot to offer, but visitors must learn to pick their destinations with care. 

Why Aussie 
men don’t  
like to iron
The Sydney Morning Herald
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Continuing
to break up
native families
The Globe and Mail

Canada is repeating our old pattern of injustice against indigenous women, said Carol Finlay. In the 
last century, indigenous children were ripped from their tribes and warehoused in residential schools, 
causing damage that reverberated down the generations. “Violence, substance abuse, and crime” are 
now endemic in the children and grandchildren of the people placed in those institutions. And how 
have authorities responded to that crisis? By incarcerating native women, far from their communities 
and at shocking rates. Across Canada, more than two-thirds of female federal inmates are indigenous; 
in Edmonton, the rate is more than 90%. This is again devastating indigenous families, because when 
a woman goes to prison, “she is often the sole support to the family, and her children go into foster 
care”. The loss of her kids sends her into a spiral of hopelessness and depression. “Cut off from their 
families and culture, and locked up in a ‘white man’s justice system,’” these women become mentally 
and physically ill. When they get out of prison, they are broken, and they have no job training, so they 
can’t earn money to get their children back. If we don’t break this cycle, “we become complicit in the 
ongoing tragedy of the residential schools”.

Not quite
all Putin 
had hoped
The Moscow Times

President Vladimir Putin’s military 
adventure in Syria has boosted Russia’s 
global influence, but it hasn’t delivered 
everything he wanted, said Vladimir 
Frolov. Russian air power “has indeed 
changed the trajectory of the war” and 
allowed the country’s ally Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad to consolidate control over 
most of western Syria. And the Syrian 
ceasefire deal agreed to by the US and 
Russia in February “perfectly reflects 
Moscow’s traditional vision for such 
settlements – the two superpowers 
dictating terms to their proxies”. But Putin 
had hoped to achieve so much more from his intervention. His real goal was “to revive the 
bipolar format of Russian-US co-operation and rivalry for influence that existed during the Cold 
War”, and that mission remains incomplete. The US, for example, shows no inclination to solve 
the war in Ukraine or any other conflict through bilateral talks with Russia. Nor will the US view 
Russia as an equal until the Kremlin stops seeing everything as a zero-sum game in which a win 
for the US must be a loss for Russia. Right now, Russia has been “gaining leverage by making 
itself first part of the problem” and then magnanimously removing itself again. A bilateral world 
won’t come about unless Russia is willing to start “jointly developing solutions”. 

CANADA

RUSSIA
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When the fossilised remains of 
Homo floresiensis, a diminutive, 
hobbit-like hominin with 
elongated feet, were found on  
the Indonesian island of Flores  
in 2004, carbon dating of 
surrounding materials suggested 
that the creatures had lived as 
recently as 12,000 years ago. 
This raised the possibility  
that they had co-existed for 
thousands of years with humans, 
who are known to have arrived 
in Australia 40,000 years before 
that. But this idea has now been 
quashed by researchers who 
conducted a fresh analysis after 

spotting that a slope in the cave had caused newer and older materials to become 
mixed up.  Their study – published in Nature  – suggests the hobbits actually lived 
between 100,000 and 60,000 years ago, raising another intriguing possibility: that it 
was humans who killed Homo floresiensis off. “If modern humans reached Australia 
50,000 years ago, they would have been in south-east Asia a little bit earlier than 
that,” explained Matther Tocheri, one of the study’s authors. “This timing, with 
modern humans at least potentially moving through the area, is quite suspicious.”

Australia’s coral-bleaching crisis
Ocean warming and acidification have 
triggered an epic bleaching event in 
northern Australia, leaving huge swaths of 
coral devoid of colour and struggling to 
survive. “This is the worst coral-bleaching 
event ever to hit this most pristine part of 
the Great Barrier Reef,” says World 
Wildlife Fund spokesman Richard Leck. 
When coral is stressed by changes in 
temperature and acidity, it expels the 
symbiotic algae living in its tissue that 
provide it with essential nutrients. This 
causes brilliantly coloured reefs to turn 
bone white. A resilient reef can recover  
or adapt if conditions return to normal  
or stabilise, but if temperatures rise too 
quickly or algae loss is prolonged, coral 
eventually dies. Ocean temperatures in 
northern Australia have averaged 
1.8 degrees Fahrenheit above normal since 
January, but it’s more than a localised crisis 
– climate change and a strong El Niño have 
been heating seas all around the world, 
posing a threat to coral reefs almost 
everywhere. Marine ecologist Nick 
Graham of Lancaster University in England 
says the current bleaching event compares 
to the most severe on record, which wiped 
out 16% of the world’s reefs from 1997  
to ’98. “This is the big one that we’ve  
been waiting for,” he told The Guardian. 
But Graham believes the situation isn’t 
hopeless. “The real question mark is how 
frequent these events are going to be. If it’s 
another 18 to 20 years until we get the  
next one, then a lot of reefs will have time 
to bounce back.” 

“Instant” cancer treatment test
Researchers are developing a technique 
that will reveal “within hours” whether 

chemotherapy drugs are working – 
eliminating the long, anxious delays 
currently endured by cancer patients,  
and the risk of people taking debilitating 
drugs to no avail. The brainchild of  
a team in the US, it consists of  
a nanoparticle that acts not only as  
a “deliverer” of drugs, but also as  
a “reporter” – glowing green if it detects 
the presence of caspase, an enzyme that  
is activated when cancer cells die. “Our 
long-term goal is to find a way to 
monitor outcomes very early so that  
we don’t give a chemotherapy drug to 
patients who are not responding to it,” 

said Dr Shiladitya Sengupta, one of the 
researchers on the project. However,  
that is still some way off: so far, the 
technique has only been tested on 
tumours in a laboratory. 

The breakfast myth
Breakfast, we’re often told, is the most 
important meal of the day: it boosts the 
metabolism, and people who skip it end 
up putting on weight, because they eat 
more throughout the day. There are some 
studies backing up this claim – but is it 
true? James Betts, a nutritionist  at the 
University of Bath, recently tested the 
hypothesis, and concluded that the 
benefits of breakfast have been oversold. 
For his trial, he separated people into  
two groups: one ate 700 calories before 
11am, while the other drank only water 
until lunch. They were then tested to 
determine their metabolic rates, hunger 
levels and overall calorie consumption. 
The results were surprising: eating 
breakfast didn’t give people a metabolic 
boost, and nor did skipping breakfast 
increase levels of the “hunger hormone” 
ghrelin; in fact, those who fasted had 
lower ghrelin levels in the afternoon. And 
though the fasters did eat more for lunch, 
it wasn’t enough to make up for the 700 
calorie deficit from missing breakfast. So 
what explains earlier studies that have 
linked skipping breakfast with weight 
gain? Betts told New Scientist magazine 
that these studies had been purely 
“observational”, and had therefore 
established correlation, but not 
causation. He suggests that people 
weren’t overweight because they missed 
breakfast; rather, not eating in the 
mornings was symptomatic of a less 

Coral: Struggling to survive 

“Quite suspicious” timing 

What the scientists are saying…

Did humans kill the Flores “hobbit”?
healthy lifestyle overall.

Secrets of the centenarians 
What is the secret to a long and healthy 
life? The answer may lie in a village in 
Italy, situated between the mountains  
and the sea. Acciaroli is home to  
around 2,000 people, of whom some  
300 are 100 or older. That is an 
astonishing ratio: only 0.02% of 
Americans reach the age of 100. Now,  
for the first time, scientists have been 
given permission to study this population. 
Teams from California and Rome will 
collect blood samples, to look for genetic 
advantages; distribute lifestyle surveys; 
and conduct tests into everything from 
the residents’ metabolic reactions to their 
protein markers for heart disease. But  
the researchers say they have a few clues 
already: the residents take a lot of 
exercise, owing to the village’s hillside 
location; and the local cooking relies 
heavily on  anchovies and rosemary –  
a source of many nutrients. Quite a  
few of them are overweight and smoke, 
but they have a sociable cafe culture,  
and seem to live well.
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Netflix slows its video roll 
In “a stunning 
admission”, Netflix 
has confessed to 

throttling, or slowing down, its video 
speeds for some customers, said Brian Fung 
in The Washington Post. The company 
acknowledged last week that it has been 
automatically capping video quality at 
600 Kbps for AT&T and Verizon mobile 
customers for the past five years to 
prevent those customers from blowing 
past their mobile data limits, which would 
presumably prevent them from watching 
more Netflix. A speed connection of about 
3,000 Kbps is preferable for watching a 
movie in standard definition on a mobile 
device. Netflix has fiercely criticised internet 
service providers in recent years for alleged 
throttling and has pressed for strong net 
neutrality rules. “It now appears that even 
as the company asked regulators to ban 
throttling by carriers, it had no qualms 
about reserving that tactic for itself.”

Google documents your getaway
Don’t have time to organise all 
your holiday snaps? Google 
Photos will build the perfect 
album for you, said Tim 

Moynihan on Wired .com. Since the photo-
organising app launched 10 months ago, 
the Assistant feature, “which is sort of like a 
little robotic helper”, has been able to stitch 

together GIFs and collages from photo 
collections and to suggest enhancements 
and edits to improve your photos. Now 
Assistant can “create albums and select 
your best shots without any user input 
whatsoever”. Using machine learning, 
Assistant automatically recognises when 
you’ve been away from home and then 
picks what it thinks are the “best” images 
from your trip. It eliminates duplicates, 
tags famous places, and even generates a 
Google Map charting your journey.

Streaming trumps downloads
“Streaming has officially taken 
over the music business,” said 
Victor Luckerson on Time.com. 
Revenue from streaming services 

passed digital downloads for the first time 
ever in 2015, according to the Recording 
Industry Association of America. Streaming 
accounted for 34.3% of industry revenue, 
bringing in $2.4 billion, while digital album 
and track downloads made up 34% of the 
market. The recording industry isn’t 
altogether thrilled with this development. 
Spotify and YouTube, the two companies 
most responsible for the streaming boom, 
both let users stream music free with 
advertisements, in addition to their paid-
subscription services. Ad-supported 
platforms brought in less than $400 million 
in revenue in 2015, compared with 
$1.2 billion from paid-subscription services.

Artificial intelligence: Corrupting Microsoft’s chatbot
“What could go wrong?” 
asked Daniel Victor in The 
New York Times. That’s 
probably what Microsoft’s 
research and technology team 
was thinking last week when 
it released a machine-learning 
chatbot, designed to mimic 
the verbal tics of a 19-year-old 
American girl. “Tay” could 
chat with users on a variety  
of social media platforms, 
sponging up interactions and 
learning new phrases along 
the way. “If you guessed, ‘It 
will probably become really 
racist,’ you’ve clearly spent 
time on the internet.” It took less than 24 hours for Tay to 
transform into a sexist, Holocaust-denying troll, spouting 
white supremacist slogans and advocating genocide. 
Unsurprisingly, Microsoft yanked Tay offline for some  
much-needed “adjustments”.
 
“The reason it spouted garbage is that racist humans on  
Twitter quickly spotted a vulnerability,” said Rob Price on 
BusinessInsider .com. Troublemakers initially tricked Tay into 
some of her most vile statements by commanding her to “repeat 
after me”. But because the artificial intelligence was designed  
to learn from conversations, it wasn’t long before she started 
making wildly offensive remarks on her own, like saying the 
9/11 terrorist attacks were an inside job. The company blames a 

“coordinated effort” to abuse Tay’s 
programming, but it’s still “hugely 
embarrassing”. Tay’s makers 
probably built in some safeguards 
and filters, said Anthony Lydgate 
on NewYorker.com, “knowing full 
well how sticky was the muck into 
which Tay was stepping”. There is 
evidence of some initial encoded 
aversion to certain keywords and 
topics. But crucially, the engineers 
“under-estimated the persistence of 
those who turned her, and for this 
there isn’t much excuse”. It can be 
hard to understand the ugliness of 
the online fever swamp if you’ve 
never been the target of it, said 

Selena Larson on DailyDot.com. But then, the tech industry is 
overwhelmingly white and male, so perhaps it’s not surprising 
this chatbot could be built without some thought given to 
how it might be hijacked to harass women and minorities. 

So how do we teach artificial intelligence to be human “with-
out incorporating the worst traits of humanity?” asked James 
Vincent on TheVerge.com. When these machines mirror online 
users, they inevitably pick up the “prejudices of society”. That’s 
why the challenge for future developers will be teaching these 
bots “to be better than humanity,” said Ina Fried on Recode.net. 
In the immediate term, that means tweaking a few algorithms to 
filter out more of the racism, sexism, and xenophobia. “If only 
changing humans were that easy.”

Innovation of the week Bytes: What’s new in tech

Virtual reality could soon help doctors 
quickly and accurately diagnose 
concussions, said Daniel Terdiman on 
FastCompany.com. The FDA recently 
approved a virtual reality headset 
called Eye-Sync that checks the 
wearer for abnormal eye movement, 
a telltale sign someone has suffered  
a concussion. The patient looks into 
the device, which then records and 
analyses eye movements to make  
a diagnosis “in less than a minute”. 
Boston-based maker SyncThink sees 
it as a natural fit for sports, “given 
how quickly the device can alert 
medical staff to a player’s out-of-sync 
brain activity after a collision”. 
Stanford’s football team already uses 
the device to screen athletes who 
have been in serious on-field 
collisions before returning them to 
play. The device joins a growing 
number of medical uses for virtual 
reality, from treating patients with 
PTSD to surgical training.

Sweet teen to vile racist in less than 24 hours
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Turkey’s drift to autocratic 
rule has reached a new 
milestone with the trial of 
two journalists, said Güray 
Öz in Cumhuriyet. Last 
May, my newspaper 
published video images of  
a convoy of trucks that it 
said contained arms 
secretly bound for rebels in 
Syria. President Erdogan 
was livid – the trucks were 
taking badly needed aid, 
he insisted – and in November, he had Can 
Dündar, the paper’s editor-in-chief, and Erdem 
Gül, its Ankara bureau chief, arrested. They were 
released after three months, the constitutional 
court ruling their detention was illegal. But 
Erdogan challenged the decision, and now they’ve 
been put on trial on espionage charges, and  
face life sentences if convicted. Freedom of 
expression in Turkey was won after a long 
fight against repressive regimes, at the cost of 
thousands of lives. We never imagined we’d 
lose it again so soon. 

Foreign journalists are in trouble too, said Pinar 
Tremblay in Al-Monitor. Last summer, three Vice 
News journalists were charged with terrorism 
while reporting from Turkey’s majority Kurdish 
southeast. Many others have been deported. The 
repression is worse than under previous regimes, 
said Barçin Yínanç in Hürriyet. Erdogan’s Justice 
and Development Party (AKP) has become  
so intolerant of criticism that even former 
supporters such as the Islamist newspaper 

Zaman are not immune: it 
was forcibly taken over by the 
government last month and 
now publishes toadying 
editorials. Other papers are 
closing, and thousands of 
editors and reporters are 
losing their jobs. The damage 
the AKP is causing to civil 
society is as bad as that done 
by the 1980 military coup.  

Zaman was a victim of the 
witch-hunt against anyone thought to sympathise 
with exiled Islamist preacher Fethullah Gülen, 
whom Erdogan is convinced is out to destroy 
him, said the paper’s ex-editor, Sevgi Akarçesme, 
in The New York Times. And yes, many of my 
former colleagues are inspired by Gülen’s 
peaceful, moderate teaching – “as are millions  
of people around the world”. But Erdogan’s 
claim that Gülen controlled our papers and  
its journalists is simply an “insult” to our 
intelligence. Erdogan also insulted Germans’ 
intelligence last week by demanding that a 
satirical German TV show that lampooned him 
for cracking down on civil liberties be scrapped, 
said Oliver Georgi in Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung. Yet instead of reprimanding this 
attempt to stifle free speech, Chancellor Angela 
Merkel has kept quiet, doubtless out of fear of 
jeopardising the refugee deal with Turkey. Her 
silence sends a “devastating” signal that we may 
yet yield to his “blackmail”. Europeans must 
make it clear that there are limits to our 
willingness to compromise.

Gül, left, and Dündar face possible life sentences

Media: The death of free speech in TurkeyPick of the week’s

Gossip
Wendi Deng (pictured) may 
have found her perfect man, 
claims US Weekly. The 
47-year-old – whose marriage 
to Rupert Murdoch ended 
amid rumours of an affair 
with Tony Blair – is now said 
to be dating Vladimir Putin. A 
Kremlin “insider” claims the 
pair have been an item  
for some time, and are 
becoming “serious”.  The 
macho, blue-eyed Russian 
president is certainly Deng’s 
physical type. In a 2013  
diary entry, she mused 
breathlessly on her 
infatuation with Tony Blair: 
“Whatever why I’m so so 
missing Tony. Because he is 
so so charming and his 
clothes are so good. He has 
such good body and he has 
really, really good legs Butt 
[sic]… and he is slim tall and 
good skin. Pierce [sic] blue 
eyes which I love. Also I love 
his power on the stage.”

Amid a storm of controversy, 
Robert De Niro pulled the 
anti-vaccination documentary 
Vaxxed: from Cover-Up to 
Catastrophe from his Tribeca 
Film Festival. The film accuses 
the US Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention of 
covering up an alleged – and 
repeatedly debunked – link 
between child vaccinations 
and rising autism rates. De 
Niro, who has an autistic 
child, had defended screening 
the film “to provide an 
opportunity for conversation 
around an issue that is deeply 
personal to me and my 
family.” But he said, after 
reviewing the film, “We do 
not believe it contributes to or 
furthers the discussion I had 
hoped for.” The film was 
harshly criticised by doctors 
and scientists for promoting 
the myth that autism is 
caused by vaccination, which 
has driven down vaccination 
rates to the point where 
diseases like measles and 
whooping cough are making 
a comeback.

I’ve always believed the US’ war on drugs was 
a “hoax”, says Walter Bond on TheGrio.com. 
Indeed, most “black folks” have for decades felt 
the reason President Richard Nixon introduced 
it had nothing to do with eradicating drugs  
and everything to do with attacking the black 
community. But it was only last month, when an 
interview given by Nixon’s domestic policy chief, 
John Ehrlichman, back in 1994, surfaced in 
Harper’s magazine, that we’ve got to see the real 
motive behind that “war” laid out in black and 
white. This is what he is quoted as saying: 

“The Nixon White House had two enemies: the 
anti-war Left and black people… We knew we 
couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the 
war or black, but by getting the public to 
associate hippies and blacks with [illegal 
substances], and then criminalising [their use] 
heavily, we could disrupt those communities. We 
could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break 
up their meetings, and vilify them night after 
night on the evening news. Did we know we  
were lying about the drugs? Of course we did.” 

There you have it. Nixon’s war continues today, 
and its soldiers – law enforcement officials – 
have incarcerated so many black men, they have 
effectively “decapitated” the black family unit. 
You could argue that the late Ehrlichman had 

every reason to traduce Nixon, said Erik 
Sherman in Forbes. After all, he went to jail  
over the Watergate scandal, while the disgraced 
president negotiated an immunity deal. But 
knowing what we do about Nixon’s well-
documented racism – he is on tape talking  
about “little Negro b*******” – and given  
the readiness with which he broke laws to gain 
political advantage, Ehrlichman’s claim sounds 
all too plausible. Indeed, it’s common knowledge 
that the Nixon campaign “embraced the 
so-called southern strategy of playing on 
the prejudices  of southern whites to gain votes”.  

The claim that the war on drugs was a racially 
motivated crusade is shocking, said German 
Lopez on Vox.com, but it over-simplifies the 
reality. Nixon was a racist, but he also “despised” 
drugs, seeing them as a “social rot” weakening 
America. True, the emphasis shifted to law 
enforcement: true, too, that though the proportion 
of black Americans buying and selling drugs is 
much the same as for whites, there’s a huge 
disparity in the rate of drug-related arrests (879 
per 100,000 black residents; 332 per 100,000 
whites). “The lessons of Nixon’s drug policies may 
not be so much that he was a racist, power-hungry 
politician – though he was – but rather that even 
well-meaning policies can have big, terrible 
unintended consequences.”

US: Is the war on drugs a racist hoax?
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London: Playground of the super-rich

“Aspiration is like water. It 
needs a place to go, or  

else it drowns everything in 
its path.”

Journalist Somini 
Sengupta, quoted in The 

Wall Street Journal

“All those who believe  
in psychokinesis, raise my 

right hand.”
Ibid

“If it doesn’t fart or eat hay, 
she isn’t interested.”
Prince Philip on his 

daughter, Princess Anne, 
quoted in Tatler

“One can always be kind  
to people about whom one 

cares nothing.”
 Oscar Wilde, quoted on  

The Browser

“People think I’m trying to 
look after fluffy animals. 
I’m actually trying to stop 

the human race from 
committing suicide.”

Conservationist Gerald 
Durrell, quoted on 

FoxedQuarterly.com

 “Your mum is so mean, 
she has no standard 

deviation.”
Intellectual joke, quoted in 

The Independent

“True ignorance is not the 
absence of knowledge, but 
the refusal to acquire it.”
Philosopher Karl Popper, 

quoted in The Times

“The aim of a joke is not to 
degrade the human being, 

but to remind him that he is 
already degraded.” 

George Orwell, quoted  
on the International 

Business Times website

One fifth of the world’s 
population – around one 
billion people – is expected 
to be obese in less than ten 
years, with no hope that the 
UN will reach its goal of 
combating the crisis by 
2025, according to new 
research published in the 
Lancet Medical Journal.  
 
High-income English speaking 
countries are expected to be 
worst affected. By 2025, the UK is predicted to 
have the highest obesity rate in Europe at 38% – 
nearly double the global estimate. Currently, more 
than 50 million obese people (around 25% of the 
global total) live in Australia, Canada, Ireland, 
New Zealand, the US and the UK. The weight 
trend has been steadily rising for both women and 
men in the developed world since 1974.
 
According to a 2014 study by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), more than 50% of the adult 
population was considered overweight in much of 
the Middle East, Europe and the Americas. In the 
UAE alone, “70% of people are classed as 
overweight, with 30% of men and 40% of women 
considered obese,” said Gulf News. Obesity creates 
a whole range of health issues: raising the chance 
of “diabetes, heart disease and other such chronic 
conditions”. Diabetes, in particular, has proved 
problematic for the region – currently, 1.08 million 
in the UAE have the disease. What’s caused this 
increase in obesity levels? According to WHO, part 
of the problem is the “widespread availability” of 

cheap food products. It’s true, 
“economic forces are 
conspiring to cause the great 
global weight gain”, said 
Bloomberg. Part of the issue is 
the correlation between 
countries growing in wealth 
and increasing consumption. 
“People move from rural areas 
to cities, where they have 
ready access to inexpensive, 
processed foods.” Particularly 
junk food.

 
Some countries have focused on taxation as a 
means of tackling the epidemic. In the 2016 UK 
budget, Chancellor George Osborne said that 
Britain would be introducing a ‘sugar tax’, 
targeting fizzy drinks, reasoning that children 
get their “largest share of their sugar intake” 
from these products. Other countries like India 
could be following suit, said The Times of 
India. The country’s health ministry recently 
announced that it was looking at taxation 
measures “to cut consumption of unhealthy 
food and beverages”, to reduce the “burden of 
diabetes cases and obesity”.
 
But why should weight gain be a government 
responsibility? Surely its more “important that we 
take responsibility for our behaviour”, said The 
Irish Times. Regardless, taking individual 
responsibility and making small lifestyle changes is 
the best way to have an impact, for now, says 
Emirates 24/7. The first defence in rising obesity 
levels is you.

The obesity epidemic: Can it be stopped?

“The London supercar 
season, which usually kicks 
off in July, appears to have 
started early this year,” 
said Tom Sykes on The 
Daily Beast. Last week, a 
fleet “of four gold-plated 
and wildly powerful sports 
cars” was seen ferrying the 
young Saudi billionaire 
Turki bin Abdullah and  
his entourage around 
Kensington and Chelsea. It 
has become a tradition among mega-rich Gulf 
Arabs to bring their ultra-expensive, pimped-up 
cars to London during the summer months. 
Airlifting them in costs around $30,000 per 
vehicle, so the fistfuls of parking tickets that bin 
Abdullah’s cars picked up are “unlikely to be  
of huge concern to their owner”. What’s more 
important is making a splash. And, as one 
observer remarked, “this fleet really has set  
the standard for 2016”.

Meanwhile, last weekend, the British capital also 
hosted the second leg of Said Gutseriev’s $1bn 
wedding, said Bryony Gordon in The Daily 
Telegraph. Said’s father, Mikhail, the Kazakh-
born oil oligarch known as the “King of Bling”, 
footed the bill – which included a $26,000 

wedding dress and a 
nine-tier cake. At the  
first leg of the celebrations, 
in Moscow, Sting and 
Jennifer Lopez provided  
the entertainment; at the 
follow-up, at a secret 
location in London, Elton 
John and Beyoncé were 
rumoured to have sung.

London has become  
“the go-to venue for 

rich-as-Croesus foreigners intent on obscene  
and ostentatious displays of conspicuous 
consumption”, said Richard Littlejohn in the  
Daily Mail. The city’s grandest districts, once the 
“hunting ground” of the landed gentry, are now 
awash with “dubious” foreign tycoons – Russians, 
Chinese, Nigerians. Entire industries have sprung 
up around them. These days, “if you find a belted 
earl in Mayfair, he’ll probably be working as a 
‘concierge’” to some oligarch. In our “desperate 
dash” for foreign cash, we have abandoned our 
principles. While steelworkers in Port Talbot 
“stare into the abyss”, princelings swan around 
Knightsbridge. “As a snapshot of modern Britain, 
it says as much about the state of the nation as 
that famous old photograph of street urchins 
staring at top-hatted Harrow public schoolboys.”

Statistic of the week
President Obama has thus 

far granted just 70
pardons, the lowest mark 
for any full-term president 
since John Adams in 1801, 
and 187 commutations of 

sentence. Meanwhile, 
1,629 pardon petitions 

have been denied, as well 
as 8,123 requests for 

a commutation.
WashingtonPost.com 

The new normal? 

Wit &
Wisdom

A gold supercar in the British capital
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Formula One Nico Rosberg 
won the Bahrain Grand Prix; 
his Mercedes teammate 
Lewis Hamilton came third. 
It was Rosberg’s fifth victory 
in a row. 
Tennis Novak Djokovic beat 
Kei Nishikori in straight sets 
to win the Miami Open for 
a joint-record sixth time.
Football Leicester beat 
Southampton 1-0, extending 
their lead at the top of the 
table to seven points, with six 
matches to go.
Cycling Lizzie Armitstead won 
the Tour of Flanders. 
Rugby union Wasps beat 
Northampton 28-6.

England had the World Twenty20 (T20) title in 
their grasp, said Vic Marks in The Guardian. As 
Ben Stokes stepped up to bowl the last over in 
Sunday’s final, West Indies had to score 19 runs 
from six balls to win. But Carlos Brathwaite was 
undaunted. On Stokes’ very first ball, he hit a six; 
then another, and another. Finally, needing one run 
to win, he smashed his fourth successive six. As 
West Indies danced in celebration, Stokes sank to 
the floor, “inconsolable”. It was “one of the most 
remarkable victories ever known”, said Jonathan 
Liew in The Daily Telegraph. England’s total of 
155 for nine had looked “feeble”. But they 
managed to “bite back”, setting up a “nail-
shredding” chase – only to stumble at the finish.

It was a “devastating” loss for England, said Mike 
Selvey in The Guardian. But there was still plenty 
to celebrate. No one expected the side to get this far – certainly 
not after West Indies hammered them in their opening match of 
the tournament. And they’ve made enormous progress since this 
time last year, said Mike Atherton in The Times. Knocked out of 
the 50-over World Cup in the opening round, the side were 
written off as “no-hopers”. That humiliation convinced England’s 
top brass to hire Trevor Bayliss, an Australian coach with “an 
impressive CV in one-day cricket”. Bayliss has given Eoin 
Morgan, England’s limited-overs captain, “ultimate authority for 

on-field decisions”, and that faith has been 
rewarded: Morgan, a leader of “invariably sound” 
instincts, has encouraged the team to shed their 
conservatism for something far more exciting. 
England are now a joy to watch, said Paul 
Newman in the Daily Mail. And in Joe Root, Jos 
Buttler and Stokes, none of them older than 25, 
they have some of the “most exciting talents in the 
world”. This is a “special” team in the making.

West Indies are the first “truly dominant side” in 
the 20-over format, said Dan Lucas in The 
Guardian. That isn’t limited to the men’s game: 
on Sunday, the women’s side stunned Australia to 
win the women’s World T20. Unlike many of their 
peers, West Indies’ men hardly bother with Test 
cricket, said Jarrod Kimber on ESPNcricinfo. 
Their talisman, Chris Gayle, hasn’t played a Test 

in 18 months. Instead, the players earn “big pay days” at T20 
sides around the world, learning from the cutting-edge tactics and 
training methods in Australia’s Big Bash and the Indian Premier 
League. West Indies’ big hitters have been slammed for focusing 
on T20, said Tom Fordyce on BBC Sport online. Purists have little 
time for this format, dismissing it as far inferior to Test cricket. 
But as this week’s final showed, T20 can “ebb and flow just as 
much as its long-form ancestor”. It is both “a concentrated hit of 
the old skills and the crucible of the new”.

Cricket: England’s “devastating” T20 loss against West Indies 

“One might have thought that the scandal of doping 
could not get any worse,” said The Sunday Times. 
But this newspaper’s latest investigation suggests the 
use of banned substances is “far more widespread in 
British sport than anybody suspected”. Mark Bonar, 
a London doctor, told undercover reporters that he 
had prescribed banned drugs to more than 150 
athletes – including footballers at Arsenal, Chelsea 
and Leicester, an England cricketer and a British 
boxing champion. He reportedly prescribed a 
number of substances – including anabolic steroids, 
human growth hormone and erythropoietin (EPO) – 
that are known to improve performance. It’s easy to 
dismiss Bonar as a rotten apple: he is facing an 
unrelated misconduct tribunal, and was sacked last 
week by a private clinic after it emerged that he doesn’t have a 
licence to practise in the UK. Yet his recorded comments strongly 
suggest that he’s “not the only doctor” helping the “drug cheats”.

The football clubs named by Bonar have “reacted 
with fury”, said Matt Lawton in the Daily Mail. 
They point out that none of his claims have been 
verified, and Bonar himself has denied them. But 
the allegations are still embarrassing for Britain’s 
anti-doping watchdog, said Peter Walker in The 
Guardian. The doctor’s conduct was first flagged 
up to UK Anti-Doping (Ukad) by an athlete two 
years ago, yet it didn’t pass on the information to 
the General Medical Council. Ukad will now 
review the case, while ministers have ordered an 
independent inquiry. The watchdog has “serious 
questions to answer”, said David Walsh in The 
Sunday Times. And these allegations are also a  
wake-up call for the FA. It has expanded its anti-

doping programme, conducting 2,286 anti-doping tests last 
season – but that barely adds up to one test per player. Football 
must “wise up” to its drug problem.

A systemic doping scandal?

Stokes: “Inconsolable”

Ukad’s Nicole Sapstead: 
“Reviewing the case” 

Antonio Conte: Chelsea’s new firebrand Sporting headlines
There aren’t many men who 
make José Mourinho look calm, 
said Matt Barlow in the Daily 
Mail. But Antonio Conte, who will 
take over from Guus Hiddink as 
Chelsea manager this summer, is 
even more “wildly intense” than 
his Portuguese predecessor. The 
“fiery” Italy coach is famed for 
hurling bottles of water around 
the dressing room. And he is so 
obsessed with football – waking 
up in the middle of the night to work on tactics – 
that his friends and family “fear for his health”. 
Conte expects that same dedication from his 
players: he regularly makes them do two, or 
even three, training sessions in a day, and gives 
them strict instructions on what they can eat.
    Conte’s “relentless graft” has served him well, 
said Paolo Bandini in The Guardian. A former 

Juventus player, he became 
manager in 2011 and took the 
club to three successive titles, 
“each more impressive than 
the last”. On his first day in the 
job back then, said Rory Smith 
in The Times, Conte had a 
simple message for his players. 
“Lads,” he reportedly said. “It’s 
time we stopped being cr**.” 
And he may be tempted to 
repeat those words when he 

arrives at Chelsea. Like Juventus five years ago, 
the Blues are “a shadow of their former selves, 
reeling from a year of chaos and undermined by 
a sense of chronic complacency”. They languish 
tenth, and face the prospect of failing to qualify 
for Europe for the first time in the Roman 
Abramovich era. Conte could be the man to 
“arrest the decline”.

Conte: “Relentless graft”
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Smarter Faster Better: The 
Secrets of Being Productive 
in Life and Business
by Charles Duhigg
Random House, $28

Once again, Charles Duhigg has written a 
book that “elevates the life-hacking 
genre”. said Joel Stein in Bloomberg 
Businessweek. Like Malcolm Gladwell 
before him, the New York Times business 
reporter and author of The Power of 
Habit culls academic studies for potential 
lessons on how to live better, and then 
finds a memorable anecdote or two to 
drive home each such insight. “His writing 
is smart, measured, and fun,” and because he never oversells 
any one idea, you stay with him through every turn. In this 
follow-up to his 2012 best-seller, we’re thrust inside the cockpit 
of a crippled Qantas jet; we’re locked inside a trunk with a 
kidnap victim; and we’re given a seat at the brainstorming 
meetings that shaped the Disney hit Frozen. Every story yields  
a lesson, and most seem worth putting into practice.

Still, the so-called Secrets of Being Productive seem “less like 
secrets and more like common sense”, said Paul Bloom in The 
New York Times. Of course we should set both short-term and 

long-term goals, as Duhigg reminds us. 
And like the anxious cognitive scientist  
we meet who becomes a poker champ, we 
all should think about probabilities, not 
certainties, when laying bets on the future. 
Eventually, I tired of seeking real wisdom 
and simply “gave myself over to the 
stories”, said Michael Skapinker in the 
Financial Times. Duhigg never does  
pull his thoughts together enough to  
make the book a coherent guide to being 
productive. “But I learnt from it, and  
I never felt like putting it down.”

Maybe the biggest lesson of Smarter 
Faster Better is what it tells us about who 
we’ve become, said Louis Menand in  
The New Yorker. “People don’t read  
these books to find out how to be better 
human beings. People read them to figure 
out how to become the kind of human 

being the workplace is looking for” – and Duhigg is just the 
latest messenger reminding us that each of us had better be 
innovative, adaptable, and efficient if we expect a footing  
in today’s information economy. In the end, it’s not really 
surprising that the model worker changes over time, “but it is 
mildly disheartening to realise how readily we import these 
models into our daily lives”. Duhigg himself shared a story in 
The Power of Habit about how he used management principles 
to correct a weakness he had for interrupting each workday to 
indulge in an afternoon chocolate-chip cookie. That anecdote 
saddened me deeply. “Charles – life is short; eat the cookie.”

Book of the week

Duhigg: “Smart measured and fun” 

Also of interest.. landmark works from East Asia

Beijing Comrades
by Bei Tong 

Feminist Press, $17

This 1998 work, now 
available in English 

translation, has to be “one of 
the most significant Chinese 
novels of our time”, said Jess 
Row in The New York Times. 
An “almost archetypal” love 

story, it tells of a wealthy 
young man who falls for a 

poor teenager from the 
country, and the author 

brings extreme candour to 
everything – from the 

romance to the Tienanmen 
Square massacre to the rise of 

modern China’s oligarchy.  
A semi-underground book, 
“it’s lingered in the margins 

far too long”.

The Art of Charlie 
Chan Hock Chye

by Sonny Liew
Pantheon, $30

If Singapore strikes you as an 
enigma, Sonny Liew’s 

“brilliantly inventive” graphic 
novel might be the decoding 

tool you need, said The 
Economist. Its title character is 
a fictional cartoonist looking 
back on a career in which he’s 

used his work to offer 
increasingly bold critiques of 

Singapore’s sometimes 
authoritarian leadership. 

Charlie isn’t just a mouthpiece, 
either. “With masterful 

economy of detail – an arched 
eyebrow here, his head at an 
angle there – Liew crafts him 

into a fully realised character.” 

Half a Lifelong 
Romance

by Eileen Chang
Anchor, $16

Eileen Chang’s moment has 
finally arrived, said Ilaria 

Maria Sala in The Wall Street 
Journal. In this, “arguably her 

most beloved novel”, the 
popular mid-century author 
explored the intricacies of an 

ill-fated 1930s Shanghai 
romance “in a manner so 

perceptive and modern that 
many of her fans call her 

China’s Virginia Woolf”. The 
book is more conventional 
than anything Woolf wrote, 

but it is an “enveloping, 
haunting” tale, rich in 

cinematic detail and in Chang’s 
“trademark passionate prose”.

The Story of Hong 
Gildong

Penguin, $15

This “marvel-filled 
swashbuckler”, by an 

unknown mid-19th-century 
writer, can be considered 

Korea’s answer to the Robin 
Hood saga, said Michael 
Dirda in The Washington 

Post. Its hero, Hong Gildong, 
begins life as the scorned son 

of a concubine. But he 
possesses other-worldly 

talents, and after thwarting a 
would-be assassin, he takes 

leadership of a band of 
outlaws who rob the rich to 
give to the poor. A fairy tale 

about an underdog, the book 
is “nothing less than the story 

of modern Korea itself”. 
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Best books… Helen Macdonald
British naturalist Helen Macdonald is the author of H Is for Hawk, an acclaimed international , an acclaimed international 
best-seller that is now available in paperback. Her 2001 poetry collection, Shaler’s Fish, was 
recently published.

Eric Bachmann 
Eric Bachmann

On his new self-titled album, 
Eric Bachmann perfectly 
captures the sometimes 
“exasperating dynamics 
among loved ones”, said Paste 
magazine. In the second track 

“Mercy” he sings “I’ve got family, I’ve got 
friends/And I will love them till the end… 
Despite the bats***-crazy things they often 
say”. The album is Bachmann’s 19th release 
since he started recording in 1993. Few get 
that far. Impressively, “Bachmann sounds like 
he’s just getting started”.

Weezer
The White Album

It is “appropriate” 
said Pitchfork, that 
Weezer has picked the 
colour white for this 
album. “Traditionally 
associated with purity 

and renewal” it shows a desire for the 
band to “march further and further 
away” from their “awful” music in 
the 00s. Some of the new material is 
“mediocre”, but “magnificent” in 
comparison to some of their 
“previous embarrassments”.

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $15). An 
indelibly powerful exposé of the terrible 
effects of pesticides, this 1962 book 
shaped the burgeoning environmental 
movement. Carson is a phenomenally 
important writer, and this book is more 
relevant than ever. We seem to have 
forgotten the lessons she taught.

A Sand County Almanac by Aldo 
Leopold (Ballantine, $8). Wise and 
lyrical meditations from the 1940s on 
environmental ethics, human and natural 
history, and the passage of time. Some 
measure of how fiercely good it is: A 
well-read, retired US Army colonel once 

told me that he considered Leopold to be 
better than Shakespeare. 

Arctic Dreams by Barry Lopez (Vintage, 
$17). A wondrous investigation into the 
Arctic and its place in our imagination, 
as well as an exploration of landscape, 
culture, science, hunting, morality, and 
value. There is a moment in this book 
when Lopez feels compelled to bow to 
Arctic ground-nesting birds with deep 
humility and reverence for their tenacity. 
It always reduces me to tears.

Journals by R.F. Langley (Shearsman, 
$18). A selection of journal entries by the 
English poet R.F. Langley, dealing 

centrally with what Ruskin called the 
“prime necessity” of seeing. Langley’s 
subjects range from moths to etymology, 
from the philosophy of observation 
to reading the classics. It is 
astoundingly brilliant. 

The Peregrine by J.A. Baker (NYRB 
Classics, $16). A darkly poetic and 
episodic work about a man obsessively 
watching wild peregrine falcons in the 
British countryside. Written at a time 
when the extinction of the peregrine 
and nuclear apocalypse both seemed 
imminent, this is a book about the
poetry of death and loss as much as it 
is about hawks.

New albums

Don’t miss...

GIG OF THE WEEK:  WWE Live Dune Bash
14 & 15 April, Dubai Duty Free Tennis Stadium, Al Garhoud, Dubai, UAE

The “hugely popular” 
WWE Live is set to 
return to the Emirates 
with two consecutive 
wrestling events, said 
Sports 360. Following 
on from last year’s Abu 
Dhabi show, the WWE 
Live Dune Bash is 
expected to include 
immensely popular 
WWE wrestlers, such 
as Intercontinental 
Champion Dean 
Ambrose (pictured), 
United States 
Champion Kalisto, Tag 
Team Champions The New Day, Big Show, Kevin Owens, Dolph Ziggler along with Sami 
Zayn and AJ Styles. According to Styles, it is going to be an exhilarating event: “I have one 
gear, it is all or nothing with me, and I just want to have entertaining matches and give these 
people what they want.” WWE is “delighted to come to Dubai” said Gerrit Meier, the 
international WWE president. “The UAE and the wider Middle East region continue to be a 
significant priority for WWE, and we are committed to providing WWE fans with the very 
best in family-friendly entertainment.” Tickets start from $95, and can be purchased online 
through platinumlist.net and from UAE Exchange branches.

Nemr Abou Nassar
 
7pm-11pm, 16 April, Jumeirah Zabel 
Saray, Palm Jumeirah, Dubai, UAE
 
After spending his childhood travelling 
between his family’s homes in the US and 
Lebanon,  comedian Nemr Abou Nassar 
has “a unique perspective on life, politics 
and culture”, said The Oakland Press. The 
32-year-old has “performed a number of 
sold out shows, TV specials” across the 
Middle East and has appeared on the 
cover of the Middle East edition of Rolling 
Stone magazine. This week, for one night 
only, the comic will be performing a live 
show in Dubai. According to Nassar he 
“aspires to create comedy that’s very 
relatable and everyone can have a 
relationship to. I think what people like is 
I bring a perspective they don’t often get. 
When I do talk about being Lebanese, I 
focus on the reality of living there beyond 
what you hear on the news.”

Ripe Food and Craft Market

9am -3pm, 15, 22, 29 April Ripe food 
market, Zabeel Park, Gate 2, Dubai, UAE
  
Ripe is “the daddy of Dubai’s market 
scene, attracting hordes of families, 
healthy eaters and hipsters,” said What’s 
On Dubai. The organic food market is set 
to return to Zabeel Park for three more 
dates before the summer heat kicks in. 
Aside from the wide selection of food, the 
market has plenty other activities on offer 
too. There will be fashion designers, arts 
and crafts, live musicians and children’s 
activities. It’s best to get your organic fruit 
and veg shop “out the way and ask the 
team to put it aside for you. That way you 
can browse the stalls unencumbered until 
you’re ready to head off,” said What’s On.

Best of the rest
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This “remarkable” thriller from German director 
Sebastian Schipper isn’t the first feature film to be 
shot in a single take without any editing cuts, said 
Alistair Harkness in The Scotsman. Alexander 
Sokurov managed it in 2002 with Russian Ark, and 
back in the 1940s Alfred Hitchcock experimented 
with the technique in Rope. But Victoria, which was 
shot in a single 140-minute take one night in Berlin, 
pulls off the feat to “exhilarating” effect. It starts as 
a “giddy, first-flush love story”, as our young heroine 
(Laia Costa) meets a charming guy (Frederick Lau) in 
a “strobe-bedazzled” nightclub, said Tim Robey in 
The Daily Telegraph. Later, when the two get roped into a substance-fuelled bank heist, the film 
morphs into a “nerve-frying” thriller. Inevitably, the one-take approach creates moments of 
“contrivance”, said Donald Clarke in The Irish Times. The robbery plan is “revealed and carried out in 
an absurdly rapid flurry”. Nevertheless, thanks to a uniformly excellent cast, Victoria is always 
compelling, said Ed Potton in The Times. “You come for the novelty of the one-shot format; you stay for 
the power of the performances. And by the end, you feel as if you’ve been up all night, just like Victoria.”

Victoria

Dir: Sebastian Schipper
2hrs 20mins (15+)

Exhilarating one-take 
thriller 

★★★★

The true story of Britain’s accident-prone but 
determined ski jumper Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards 
seems the perfect material for a film. And so it proves 
in Dexter Fletcher’s “solid gold” sporting drama, said 
Olly Richards in Empire. Who could fail to be moved 
by the story of the plucky underdog from Cheltenham 
(played by Taron Egerton) who resolves to take part 
in the 1988 Winter Olympics, despite appalling 
eyesight and the misgivings of his dour father (Keith 
Allen)? With his bottle-end glasses and air of mulish 
optimism, Egerton delivers a “memorable” turn as 
“a hero impossible to dislike”, said David Edwards in 
the Daily Mirror. He receives able support from Hugh Jackman as an ex-ski champ, who reluctantly 
agrees to coach him. Yet it must be said that the film is often “so saccharine it could dissolve teeth”. 
It also plays fast and loose with the truth, said David Sexton in the London Evening Standard. 
Jackson’s character is entirely invented, and in reality Edwards’ father supported his son’s ambitions. 
Nevertheless, if you don’t come expecting too much, Eddie The Eagle is “perfectly enjoyable”. 

Eddie The Eagle

Dir: Dexter Fletcher
1hr 46mins (15+)

Saccharine sporting drama 
with Taron Egerton

★★

In 2002, My Big Fat Greek Wedding came out of 
nowhere to become the highest-grossing romantic 
comedy of all time. But if you found its “broad ethnic 
stereotyping” uncomfortable, I must warn you that 
watching the sequel is akin to being tied up in a 
Greek taverna and “force-fed moussaka”, said Tim 
Robey in The Daily Telegraph. Nia Vardalos reprises 
her role as Toula, a Greek woman eternally 
embarrassed by her intrusive relatives. The story 
concerns her attempts to restore some romance to her 
relationship with her husband Ian (John Corbett), 
said Wendy Ide in The Guardian. But it’s hard to care, 
not least because the supporting cast bellow their lines as if having “a conversation across an eight-
lane motorway”. Sadly, the “volume of delivery” doesn’t make up for a “lack of comic polish”. 
Residual affection for the first film only carries one so far into this “desperate” follow-up, said 
Henry Fitzherbert in the Sunday Express. My patience ran out after “approximately ten minutes”. 

My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding 2

Dir: Kirk Jones
1hr 34mins (PG15)

Like being force-fed 
moussaka

★

Bridge of Spies (12A) ★★★

Stephen Spielberg’s solidly 
entertaining Cold War spy 
drama stars Tom Hanks as a 
decent, determined lawyer 
negotiating a delicate 
exchange of prisoners in East 
Berlin. He offers to release 
Russian spy Rudolf Abel (a 
quietly commanding Mark 
Rylance) in return for two 
Americans caught on the 
wrong side of the Wall. 
Superbly shot and brilliantly 
acted, it’s nevertheless all a 
bit broad brush-strokes, and 
schmaltzy in places. 

Out on DVD

Are cinemas doomed to extinction? It’s 
starting to look that way, says Tim 
Robey in The Daily Telegraph. Cinema 
chains are already faced with declining 
audiences, thanks to the proliferation 
of home viewing platforms and 
blockbuster TV series. And soon they 
may lose their last advantage: being 
first to screen new films. A start-up 
scheme called Screening Room – 
backed by some of Hollywood’s 
biggest names, including Steven 
Spielberg and Martin Scorsese – 
proposes to stream the latest releases 
direct into subscribers’ homes. 
To join the service, you would have to 
buy a $150 set-top box and then pay $50 per 
movie – expensive, but still cheaper than the 

cost of getting a babysitter, travelling 
to a cinema and buying tickets and 
snacks. Screening Room’s founders, 
Sean Parker and Prem Akkaraju, say 
the service is chiefly aimed at people 
who seldom make it to the cinema, 
such as parents with young children. 
    They are offering to share the 
profits with cinema chains that sign 
up to the scheme, but many industry 
experts are aghast. They point out 
that cinema theatres rely heavily on 
profits from popcorn and drinks. They 
also argue that it may lead to a surge 
in film piracy, draining much-needed 
cash from the movie industry; and 

that the cinema-going experience is precious 
in itself, and worth preserving.

Streaming the latest films: A death blow for cinemas 

Spielberg: Supports 
Screening Room 
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Zaha Hadid – who has died 
of a heart attack, aged 65 – 
was one of the world’s most 
acclaimed architects, said 

The Guardian. Dubbed the Queen of the 
Curve for her fluid, gravity-defying forms, she 
designed a host of groundbreaking buildings, 
including the London Olympics Aquatic 
Centre, with its soaring, wave-like roof.  
A forceful female presence in an overwhelmingly 
male profession, she was the first woman  
and the first Muslim to win the Pritzker prize, 
architecture’s equivalent of the Nobel. Yet many 
of her designs were never built, said Richard 
Morrison in The Times, and she encountered 
considerable opposition, especially early in her 
career. “I was crazy,” she explained. “The work 
was crazy; I was Iraqi; I’m a woman.”
 
Zaha Hadid was born into a wealthy liberal 
family in Baghdad in 1950, and was educated at 
boarding schools in Britain and Switzerland, 
where she was marked out as unconventional. Having graduated 
from the American University of Beirut, she moved to London to 
study architecture in 1972, and launched her own practice in 1979.
 
One of her first major projects came in 1993 when she was 
commissioned to build a fire station – which has since become  
a museum – in Weil am Rhein, Germany. It was built from cast 
concrete and glass walls: although its style held similarities with the 
old modernist club, its “form was of forceful fracture”, said The 
New Yorker. It was as though “a small sample of the Peak Club 
paintings had been exposed to the local agricultural and industrial 
landscape”. A sort of “frozen explosion”, perhaps akin to the “still 

suspense or sudden motion of a firefighters  
life”. Following the project, what seemed like  
her big break came in 1994, when she won  
a competition to design the Cardiff Bay Opera 
House: yet it was pilloried in the tabloid press 
and her “crystal necklace” design was dumped  
a year later amid concerns about costs. Her 
designs, which often began as paintings, 
continued to be dismissed as unbuildable 
fantasies until 2003, when her design for the 
Rosenthal Centre for art in Ohio was realised,  
to triumphant effect. In 2006, her first UK 
commission was completed – the Maggie’s 
Centre hospice, in Fife.
 
Controversy however, followed Hadid. She was 
criticised by human rights groups for accepting 
work in Azerbaijan; where she designed the 
Heydar Aliyev Center – named after the 
country’s former brutal dictator, and 
commissioned by Aliyev’s son – Azerbaijan’s 
current tyrannical leader. She was also removed 

from several projects – including designing Tokyo’s Olympic 
stadium – following claims of allowing the cost to over run. And  
as recent as last year, she hung up during a phone interview with  
the Today programme in the UK, after the presenter suggested – 
wrongly – that hundreds of construction workers had died building 
her World Cup stadium in Qatar.
 
Certainly, she was quick to anger, and stories about her imperious 
tendencies abounded, said The Daily Telegraph; but there was 
always the sense she was being “typecast as the bad-tempered diva”, 
while equally fiery men were hailed as “charismatic mavericks”.
Friends said the real Hadid was “funny, frank and unfailingly loyal”. 

Zaha Hadid
1950-2016

Ronnie 
Corbett 

1930-2016

A staple of comedy 
entertainment for more 
than 50 years, Ronnie 
Corbett, who has died aged 

85, was best known as one half of The Two 
Ronnies. The show, which he described as the 
“spine” of his career, ran for 16 years from 
1971. Some of the skits he performed with 
Ronnie Barker have gone down in comedy 
history – “‘Four candles?’ ‘No, fork ’andles’” 
– but for many, the highlight was Corbett’s 
rambling monologues, said Quentin Letts in 
the Daily Mail. Blessed with a debonair 
confidence that contrasted with his tiny 
stature, he would sit in a big easy chair, clad 
in a “dreadful” patterned jumper, and deliver 
his tightly scripted shaggy dog tales so breezily 
that they seemed ad-libbed – “But I digress”, he would say, 
clapping his hands and pushing back his trademark spectacles, as 
he wound his way to a punchline. The show always opened with 
the duo – who remained on warm terms until Barker’s death, in 
2005 – reading gags dressed up as news headlines, straight-faced, 
to camera: “There was a fire at the Inland Revenue office in 
London, but it was put out before any serious good was done”.

Ronald Corbett was born into a hard-working, churchgoing 
family in Edinburgh. His father, a baker, was 5ft 6in. Ronnie was 
so tiny an aunt enrolled him on a correspondence course called 
How to Become Taller. It involved stretching exercises and the 
repetition of a mantra: “Every day and in every way, I’m getting 
taller and taller.” He was not, said The Daily Telegraph. He got to 
5ft 1in, and no amount of stretching or positive thinking would 

make him taller. In 1951 Corbett moved to London. 
There, he met a statuesque dancer named Anne 
Hart, who became first his stage partner, and later 
his wife. Once, she com plained that he wasn’t 
demonstrative enough, and asked him to say 
something sweet. Corbett scratched his head: 
“Ambrosia Creamed Rice”. After that, they  
would always end their love notes to each other 
ACR. They had three children, the first of whom – 
a son named Andrew – died of a heart defect  
at six weeks.

In 1965, David Frost spotted Corbett in cabaret at 
Danny La Rue’s Mayfair nightclub, and cast him in 
his TV show, The Frost Report. Thus he took part 
in the famous sketch about the British class system, 
in which he, as the lower-class man, looks up to 

both Barker (5ft 8in) as the middle-class man, and upper-class 
John Cleese (6ft 5in). Grammar school boys surrounded by 
Oxford graduates, Corbett and Barker forged a friendship that 
led in turn to The Two Ronnies. Unlike Barker, Corbett didn’t 
write for the show, said The Times: his brilliance lay in his 
delivery – he was a fine actor – and his comic timing, which was 
exquisite. The Two Ronnies ran until 1987. Corbett then starred 
in the sitcom Sorry!, about a middle-aged librarian who still lives 
with his domineering mother, as well as in a number of films and 
stage shows. Dapper and bonhomous, known for his passion for 
golf and his charitable works, he became something of a national 
treasure. In 2006, he appeared as himself in Ricky Gervais’ 
comedy Extras, snorting powder in a gents lavatory at the Baftas. 
Working into his 80s, Corbett was embraced by younger 
comedians, and he admired many of them. 

Visionary architect known as the Queen of the Curve

Hadid: “Typecast as a diva”

Corbett: One half of  
The Two Ronnies

Pint-sized comedian who got big laughs
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UAE: Attractive properties in Dubai 

International: A French château and an Italian property with sea views
 Italy: This exclusive property lies on the beautiful 

Maratea boasting views over the Gulf of Policastro. 
Surrounded by18,000sq.m of Mediterranean plantation 
and pine trees the private property comprises of  
4 independent villas with several access paths to the sea and 
berthing facilities. There are in all 7 bedrooms, living and 
dining rooms, fireplaces and verandas facing the sea and 
pool. Central to the property is a spacious outdoor terrace 
decked out with a outdoor kitchen, bar, pool deck, Jacuzzi 
and spa, and parking for up to 20 cars. The property is  
well secured with electric gates, high fencing and private 
road access. 
$7.8m; Yacht & Villa (+33 492) 910 077.

 France: This beautiful chateau is located in the picturesque region of 
Bordeaux and is surrounded by 9 hectares of gardened lawns and tree-lined 
promenades. The property has been completely renovated and offers 
1,100sq.m of living area. There is a large central hall, a ballroom, reception 
rooms, and 12 bedrooms with bathrooms. Outdoors encompass the 
swimming pool, tennis court, formal French garden and caretaker’s quarters.
$2.7m; Emile Garcin (+33 56) 001 221.

 Dubai: Situated in Emirates Hills this spacious villa 
has 9-bedrooms, several living rooms and dining 
rooms. The property’s private roof terraces are 
decked out with a bar, sundeck, and a hot tub for ten. 
The villa also features a panelled study, master suite 
with spa, steam room, family/media room and drinks 
cellar. The fully-furnished basement has two 
bedrooms, fitted kitchen, cinema and games room. 
Outside there are landscaped gardens, a pool and 
wide-open terraces with a dining deck and barbeque. 
Price on application; Luxhabitat  
(+971 4) 550 8335.
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UK: Grade II town houses

 Somerset: Middle Street House, Middle Street,  
Taunton. A Grade II period house, with well-proportioned 
accommodation set over 4 floors, and a walled rear garden. 
The property is located in Middle Street, one of the oldest 
residential areas in Taunton, and within easy walking 
distance of the town centre. Master suite, guest suite, 2 
further beds, family bath, kitchen/dining room, 1 recep, 
WC, hall, study/cloakroom/utility. 
$541,000; Stags (+44 1823) 256 625

 Suffolk: 63 Whiting Street, Bury St Edmunds. A historic landmark in  
the heart of the medieval grid, the house is believed to date from the 15th 
century and offers scope for improvement. 2 bed suites, 3 further beds, 
family bath, kitchen, breakfast/dining room, large recep, study area, WC, 
courtyard garden. 
$619,000; Jackson-Stops & Staff (+44 128) 700 535.

 Dubai: This Palm Jumeirah villa comes with a 
garden and private beach access. The 5-bedroom 
residence has floor-to-ceiling double glazed 
windows affording panoramic views and plenty 
of sunshine. The neutral tones, white marble, 
sophisticated lighting and quality vanities of gold 
accents lend an opulent and lavish impression. 
The kitchen comes equipped with high-standard 
fittings and the outdoors are kitted out with a 
pool, barbeque and gazebo that are ideal for 
alfresco dining and relaxing. 
$8.7m; Lyndsey Redstone, Core,  UAE associate 
of Savills, (+971 4) 423 9933. 
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Nathan Outlaw’s fish pie

Duende 

16 Maiden Lane, London WC2, 
UK (+ 44 20) 7836 5635

This intimate Spanish restaurant 
is a welcome addition to Covent 
Garden’s Maiden Lane, which is 
home to the venerable Rules, but 
which is otherwise plagued by 
brash “high-investment, 
anonymously run” outfits, says 
Fay Maschler in the London 
Evening Standard. The chef-
patron is Barcelona-born Victor 
Garvey, the original head chef 
at Bravas Tapas in St 
Katherine’s Dock. And it is 
clear, as the restaurant’s 
“reticent brown frontage opens 
into a small, shadowy but 
twinkling room”, that we are in 
very safe hands. Salmon rulada 
marinated in Pacharan (sloe-
flavoured liqueur) involves 
shredded crisp sweet potato, red 
onion escabeche, sliced radish 
and wasabi aioli – “an 
unusually beguiling rendition of 
a prosaic fish”. Foie gras-
stuffed quail appears as a 
lollipop in a coat of Iberian 
pancetta. Finely crumbed 
aubergine and goat’s cheese 
croquetas are sprinkled with a 
“fairy dust” of crystallised acacia 
honey. All these and more are delicious – and for food this  
good, the prices are reasonable too. 

Quince

470 Pacific Ave, San Francisco, 
California, US (+1 415) 775 8500

A restaurant can make a huge leap 
in just two months, said Michael 
Bauer in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. That’s a conclusion you 
don’t expect an established four-
star operation can teach, but 
“rarely have I seen such 
phenomenal growth” as chef 
Michael Tusk has shown since 
returning from a short tour of 
Japan last summer. Tusk’s wife, 
Lindsay, was busy, too – overseeing 
a reconfiguration of Quince that 
has transformed the dining room 
into the most elegant in the Bay 
Area – if not the nation. Impressive
artwork lines the cinnamon-hued 
walls, and a large bouquet in the 
centre hangs beneath a sparkling 
Venetian-glass chandelier, yet the 
luxury of the dining experience 
“goes well beyond the expected”. 
The $195 tasting menu, which 
changes daily, opens with several 
small bites, like rings of squid and 
caviar-stuffed potatoes, served on a 
block of leaded crystal. My most 
recent eight-course meal at Quince 
was “a masterpiece”, not least 
because of the gnocco with shaved 
black truffles and the honey-roasted 

duck breast with chanterelles and quince. “I’m not sure how the 
Tusks can get any better, but I’m equally sure they will show us.”

Lua

Sofitel Dubai The Palm Resort & Spa, East Crescent Road, 
Palm Jumeirah, Dubai, UAE, facebook.com/lualoungedubai

If you have lived in Dubai “for any amount of time, 
chances are you’ve had your fair share of Lebanese food”, 

said What’s On Dubai. This new restaurant on Palm 
Jumeirah “attempts to elevate the casual mezze to fine-

dining status”. It “certainly looks the part”. The restaurant 
is set on a “breezy terrace”, with “pretty” Palm views. The 
menu was “full of the usual suspects”, but what set it apart 

was the clear “quality of ingredients and cooking”. The 
Kebbeh Neyeh (raw beef purée with crushed walnuts and a 
garlic sauce) was “tender and well-seasoned” and the sauce 

was “just spicy enough”. The Lua mix grill was “a carnivore’s 
dream”. The “impressive platter” was enough for two people 
and “stacked with juicy prawns, tender grilled lamb, beef and 

impeccably cooked salmon fillets in a smoky-sweet glaze”. 
The food is “up to scratch” but Lua would be more appealing 

if it had a “little more atmosphere”. 

Recipe of the week

For the mash

•  1.5kg floury potatoes, such as Maris Piper    

•  100g butter

•  200ml milk

For the filling

•  1 litre whole milk

•  300g cod fillet, skinned

•  300g smoked haddock fillet, skinned

•  300g salmon fillet, skinned

•  100g butter

•  100g plain flour

•  2 tbsp finely diced shallots

•  2 tbsp gherkins, chopped

•  1 tbsp small capers in brine, drained  
and rinsed

•  2 tbsp chopped parsley

•  1 tbsp chopped tarragon

•  1 tbsp chopped chives

•  1 tbsp chopped chervil

•  sea salt and freshly ground black pepper    

For the topping

•  150g Cheddar cheese, grated

•  8 medium eggs

Peel the potatoes and cut into chunks. Put 
into a large pan, add cold water, a large 
pinch of salt and bring to the boil. Lower 
the heat and simmer for 20 minutes, until 

tender. Drain and leave to sit in the 
colander for a few minutes, then return to 
the pan. Mash until smooth then beat in 
the butter and milk. Season and set aside. 
Preheat the oven to 180°C. Next, pour 
the milk into a large pan and bring to a 
simmer. Cut the fish into chunks. Melt 
the butter in a medium pan over a fairly 
low heat and stir in the flour. Cook, 
stirring, for a couple of minutes, do not 
let the mixture brown. Stir in the hot 
milk. Bring to the boil, lower the heat 
and simmer for about 20 minutes. Take 
off the heat and stir in the shallots, 
gherkins, capers and herbs. Season 
the sauce. Add the fish and combine.  
Tip the seafood and sauce into a baking 
dish. Spoon the potato on top and add 
cheese. Bake for 20 minutes, until top is 
golden. Bring another pan of water to 
the boil, boil the eggs, cut in half and  
add to the top of the dish. Serves 8.

Taken from Nathan Outlaw’s Everyday Seafood, published by Quadrille

Everyone has their own idea for what makes the perfect fish pie. For me, it’s about having equal amounts of cod, salmon and smoked 
haddock, says Nathan Outlaw: As for poshing it up with lobster, or scallops, that’s just a waste. If you serve veg with it, opt for 

buttered, minted peas and carrots
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Grape tasting on Lanzarote
Favoured by 16th century European royalty 
and Shakespeare’s bon vivants Falstaff and 
Sir Toby Belch, Canary Islands grape (or 
“Canary”) is coming back into fashion. 
A tasting tour of Lanzarote is an unusual 
experience, says Tom Rowley in The Daily 
Telegraph. Volcanic eruptions cast lava across 
the island in the 1730s, and the vineyards here 
are a strange and “surprisingly beautiful” sight 
with their black soil and rows of deep hollows 
edged by bricks to protect vines from the harsh 
wind. Malvasía – a dry white that Shakespeare 
would recognise – is the island’s “tipple of 
choice”, but there are other interesting varieties, 
and a wide range of bodegas, from the 
18th-century El Grifo (the archipelago’s oldest, 
with a good museum) to Vulcano, “a chichi 
boutique operation in a warehouse”. Lanzarote 
Active Club (lanzaroteactiveclub.com) has a 
full-day grape and food tour for $74pp.

A day out with dinosaurs in Devon
Straddling Devon and Dorset, the 95-mile 
Jurassic Coast is famously rich in the fossils of 

marine and flying dinosaurs. For a child-
friendly romp through its ancient past, visit 
Seaton Jurassic, says Hilary Bradt in The 
Independent. Opened last month by the 
Devon Wildlife Trust, this new visitor 
centre is located near the site of the Bindon 
landslide of 1839, which puts it at the 
heart “of geological research and 
discovery”. The centre tells the story of life 
through interactive displays: you can hop 
aboard a time machine and watch sea 
creatures as they evolve; squeeze a handle 
to compare your strength to that of a 
starfish; dress in camouflage like a 
cuttlefish; and so on. It is enjoyable, 
imaginative and fascinating. Go soon, 
“before the crowds catch on”. Admission 
$11 adults, $7 children, eatonjurassic.org.

An Andean vision of the underworld 
A “serrated” subrange of the Andes, Bolivia’s 
Cordillera de los Frailes is laced with 
spectacular multicoloured cliffs of 
sedimentary rock. But it’s the fascinating 
culture of the indigenous Jalq’a people, 
known for their weaving tradition, that 
makes a hiking trip here unique, says 
Michael Benanav in The New York Times. 
The mountains rise just an hour’s drive west 
from the whitewashed colonial city of Sucre, 
but the ancient adobe villages they shelter 
feel extraordinarily remote from the modern 
world. Hikers can stay in community-run 
tourist cabanas and watch weavers creating 
fantastical tapestries depicting the Ukhu 
Pacha – the underworld that is a feature  
of their religion. Condor Trekkers 
(condortrekkers.org) offer two-, three-and 
four-day treks from $70pp.

Not so long ago, the southern 
Cambodian town of Kep was  
a tropical hideaway for the 
international jet set, said 
Robert Foyle Hunwick on 
RoadsAndKingdoms .com. In 
the 1960s, the beach resort’s  
Le Corbusier–inspired villas 
hosted icons like Jackie 
Kennedy and Catherine 
Deneuve, who mingled with 
Khmer royalty on what was 
known as the Cambodian 
Riviera. That golden age didn’t 
last long. By the early 1970s, the 
war in neighbouring Vietnam had 
spilled across the border, and the Khmer Rouge was purging 
anything and anyone deemed decadent. Kep’s wealthy residents fled, 
and they left their pools and mansions “to rebels and rot”. A few of 
those estates have recently been reclaimed and converted into hotels; 
dozens more stand as decaying relics, ready to be explored.

For many travellers, Kep serves as a quiet refuge from the 
backpacker antics of Sihanoukville, a beachside party town about 
75 miles west. There’s little to see or do in downtown Kep, so a 
motorbike is required to “winkle out the town’s real attractions”, 
such as the crab market – which serves up delicious crustaceans 
with fresh green Kampot-pepper – and the empty villas dotting 

the surrounding hills. “Though 
unoccupied, there’s still life to be found 
in these crumbling skeletons of Bauhaus 
and art deco grandeur.” Walk through 
rusting wrought-iron gates and past 
entrances framed by moss and mould, 
and “you’ll find rooms where branches 
force their way through cracks in the 
sagging walls and roots coil in the 
corner like nests of pit vipers”. 

Some 15 miles to the west sits the 
3,540-foot-high Bokor Mountain,  
“a former Khmer Rouge stronghold  
that now hosts a thriving abandonment 

economy, with tourists shuttling on $10 
tours around its emptied colonial buildings”. A French chapel 
stands near a crumbling 1920s casino, and “legend claims that 
those who blew their savings at the tables would leap from the 
nearby peak”. An ugly new casino complex was opened on  
the mountain in 2012, and another resort is now under 
construction in Kep. “This frenzied development is a world 
apart from the lifestyles of most who live here.” Many of Kep’s 
residents seem to be people who came to visit and stayed, 
though not all are sure why. “If it’s become purgatorial for 
some, there are surely worse places to tread water: life is laid 
back, food is good, and drinks are cheap.”
At Kep’s Villa Romonea (+855) 12 879 486, doubles start at $90

Getting the flavour of…
Huvafen Fushi
Maldives

This Indian Ocean resort is “made 
for couples”, said Jo Rodgers in 
Vogue. The private island retreat 
has 44 bungalows, each with its 
own pool and oversize bed, and 
offers experiences especially 
tailored to lovebirds. Want  
a romantic meal? Staff will arrange  
a pop-up restaurant next to the 
aquamarine water, with just a chef, 
a server, and a single table. Feel 
like relaxing on a deserted 
sandbank? A traditional dhoni 
sailboat will drop you off at an 
uninhabited white-sand island with 
a picnic with bubbly and snorkeling 
gear, returning only when you’re 
ready to be picked up.
minorhotels.com; doubles  
from $1,650

Hotel of the week

This week’s dream: Finding peace in Cambodia’s lost Riviera

Kep: A “quiet refuge”
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Tips of the week... How to 
protect your privacy online

Best websites…  
For travel inspiration

  Set up a disposable email address 
through Guerrilla Mail or Mailinator for 
using when you are, say, shopping on a 
website you don’t plan to use regularly. It’ll 
protect your main address from spam.

  Popular email services, including Gmail 
and Hotmail, tend not to be particularly 
secure. If you want to be better protected, 
sign up to Hushmail: it offers built-in 
encryption, with no adverts – but at a 
price, of $24 a year.

  To avoid getting hacked, it’s important to 
have different, complex passwords for 
each of your different online accounts. 
If you struggle to remember them, use 
LastPass, a password manager. This 
saves all your passwords and then lets 
you log in to all of your accounts securely 
with the same master password.

  If you don’t want Google to store your 
searches – in order to deliver personalised 
results and targeted adverts – go to history.
google.com and make sure the Web 
History function is switched off.

  RoadsandKingdoms.com is an eye- 
opening new travel site partially owned 
by TV personality and ex-chef Anthony 
Bourdain. Co-founded by  
a former Time correspondent, the  
site features great photography  
and a journalistic approach to  
food and adventure.

  ExpatsBlog.com aggregates blogs being 
written by expats in nations around the 
world. Through photos and text, the 
writers offer “a sense of the trials and 
tribulations” of living away from their 
home countries. 

  Sidetracked.com specialises in stories 
about outdoorsy adventures in far-
flung destinations. Check out the 
“breathtaking” photographs; “they 
remind us there are still some beautiful 
places on the planet.” 

  MeltingButter.com focuses on “the 
lights, noise, and vibrancy of city life.” Its 
photographs, too, offer visceral escapes 
you can get “lost in for hours.” 

SOURCE: THE OBSERVER SOURCE: DIGITALTRENDS.COM

  Huguette Café Cantine du Bon Vivre in 
Toulouse is a“buzzy” restaurant serving 
local classics, says Michel Roux Jr. Go 
for cassoulet or Toulouse sausage – 
and spiced prunes in grape for dessert 
(lebonvivre.com).

  Osteria alle Testiere has the best 
food in Venice – if not the best in 
Italy – according to Polpo’s Russell 
Norman. Seating just 23 at a time, it 
serves “fantastic” grilled razor clams 
(osterialletestiere.it).

  Le Vin et l’Assiette, in Besançon, eastern 
France, is recommended by Raymond 
Blanc. The 16th century dining room has 
just ten tables; but there’s a huge wine 
collection in the vaulted cellar. “You’ll eat 
well for little money”: wild asparagus in 
summer, game in winter.

  El Ancla, in Málaga, is a favourite 
of José Pizarro’s. It overlooks the 
Mediterranean and serves “incredible” 
paella and caldoso, a soupy rice with 
local prawns (elanclarestaurant.com).

Where to find…  
Chef’s favourite restaurants

SOURCE: THE TIMES
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The best… barbecues

 Barbecook Major Chili The 
coal-burning Major 
Chili is good value, and 

easy to clean: simply pour 
water into its base before you 

grill;  then release the hot embers 
down into the water afterwards, to 
extinguish them. Then you can 
just pour away all the mess. 

Around $200; barbecook.com

 Kamado Joe Classic 
This ceramic grill 
takes just 15 

minutes to heat up – and it’s  
so well insulated that coals stay 
hot for up to 12 hours, making  
it easy to slow- cook and  
smoke meat. It can double  
as a pizza oven too, if you  
use a pizza stone. 

Around $1,240; kamadojoe.com
 Compact Cobb New to 

the market, this mini 
portable version of the 
award-winning Cobb is  
a good option for small 
gardens. Charcoal-fired,  
it uses a clever ventilation 
system to stay hot for up 
to three hours. 

Around $140; cobbglobal

 ProQ Frontier 
You can use the 
porcelain-coated 
Frontier as a 
regular kettle 
barbecue, but 
it works best 
as a smoker, 
producing tender 
meat with a deep 
flavour. The tall 
design means 
there’s space for 
lots of food, too. 

Around $300;  
macsbbq.com

 Weber MasterTouch  
Stylish and compact, 
the MasterTouch uses 
Weber’s highly 
regarded “Kettle” 
system to 
charcoal-grill 
food simply and 
efficiently. The lid plays a key role in the 
cooking process, so the trick is to leave it 
on as much as you can while grilling.

Around $270; webergrill.ae

  Lotus Grill  
This award-
winning portable 
barbecue has a 

built-in fan that enables 
you to reach cooking 
temperatures in just three-
and-a-half minutes. It 
requires only a small amount 
of charcoal and produces little smoke. 

Around $180; cuckooland.com

 Char-Broil Performance 
T-36G5 Simple to use, 
this three-burner  
gas grill cooks at a 
consistent temperature – 
thanks to “Tru-Infrared 
technology” – and is easy to 
adjust. But be warned: it’s 
big (139cm wide) and weighs 
a whopping 49kg. 

Around $700; charbroil.com

 Kinley Kettle The charcoal-fired Kinley 
has an adjustable-height grill –  
a convenient way of controlling the 

cooking temperature – and 
a built-in granite chopping 

board and bin. It is a bit fiddly 
to assemble, though. 

Around $190;.diy.com
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And for those who have everything…

SOURCE: WIREDSOURCE: FACT MAGAZINESOURCE: FINANCIAL TIMES 

This portable keyboard is designed for 
people who want to write without being 
distracted by the internet. Your typing 

appears on an e-ink display, and it’s Wi-Fi 
enabled, so you can upload your work – 

but it won’t let you browse the web. 

$650; store.getfreewrite.com

This firm makes personalised vinyl 
records on demand. Just upload your 
track or tracks to their website, along 
with your cover artwork, and they’ll 

send it back to you as a ten-inch record, 
cut on an original 1980s machine.

$53; vinylify.com

If your workout kit is looking a  
little drab, try these GoldLoft 1kg  
dumb-bells. The weights are made  
of 18-carat gold, while the handles  

have been fashioned from rare 
Grenadilla wood.

$110,000; hockshop.de
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Car and Driver
Rest assured, the world’s first ultra-luxury SUV is “fully 
capable of being obnoxious.” It can go from 0 to 60 mph in 
four seconds, it can reach a class-leading speed of 187 mph, 
and it comes with an array of over-the-top options, like a 
$160,000 diamond-studded dashboard clock. But this 5,400-
pound chariot of the superelite also happens to be “kind of 
spectacular to drive,” thanks largely to its smooth, 600-hp 
engine and an active electronic anti-roll bar system that 
delivers “remarkably flat” sedan-like cornering. 

CNET.com
The Bentayga can also claw up rubblestrewn hills or ford 20 
inches of water, all while delivering “ultra-swish” creature 
comforts. The cabin features “more fine wood and leather than 
in J.P. Morgan’s library” and pairs such old-school luxury with 
state-of-the-art infotainment technology. If the Bentayga has a  
flaw, it’s that the everyday driving experience is “so polished 
as to be edgeless”. 

Motor Trend
The only complaints we’re able to muster “sound like plebeian 
whining”. Why does a buyer paying $229,100 have to spend 
extra for certain exterior colours, for example, or for basic 
safety tech like lane monitoring? One percenters surely won’t 
bat an eye. They have craved a truly ostentatious SUV for 
years. Today, “their wait is finally over”.

The 2017 Bentley Bentayga: What the critics say

The best… outdoor travel equipment

 Garmin fenix 3 Sapphire 
Combining an altimeter, 
barometer and three-axis 
compass, this smart watch 
will give you reliable, up-to-
date information on your 
environment. It also has a 
sophisticated, space-based 
GPS system for ultra-accurate 
location readings. 

Around $680; garmin.com

 Lifestraw Go Bottle This 
ingenious, award-winning 
bottle makes it possible to 
drink water from any 
natural source. It contains 
a filter system that removes 
waterborne bacteria, so  
you can fill it up from a  
river or stream. 

Around $50; 
cotswoldoutdoor.com

 Osprey Aura AG 65 This 
women’s backpack benefits 
from Osprey’s “AntiGravity” 
technology, which ensures it 
fits snugly and incredibly 
comfortably. The mesh 
panels and ventilated hip 
belt help keep you cool. 

Around $270; 
ospreypacks.com

 Leatherman OHT This military-
grade multitool could come in 

useful in a hairy situation: it’s 
designed to be operated 
one-handed. Made up of 
16 different tools, it has 
knives, pliers, screwdrivers 
and wire cutters. 

Around $100; 
leatherman.com

 Hennessy 
Hammock Explorer 
Deluxe Used by the UK 
Special Forces, this ultralight hammock 
weighs just 1.5kg. It’s easy to assemble, and 
designed to keep your back flat so you can 
sleep comfortably. 

Around $230; hennessyhammock.com



Shares38 BUSINESS

THE WEEK 10 APRIL 2016

888 Holdings
Shares
Gambling fi rms are 
consolidating to mitigate hefty 
taxes and regulations. A special 
dividend, on top of 23% 
revenue growth this year, is 
fuelling speculation that online 
player 888 will be an 
acquisition target. Buy. 199.5p.

Card Factory
The Sunday Times
Unlike its main rivals, Card 
Factory both makes and sells 
greetings cards – cutting out 
the middleman. Profi ts have 
jumped, and it is opening 50 
new UK stores a year. Strongly 
cash-generative, with a 
generous yield. Buy. 326.2p.

Epwin Group
The Mail on Sunday
Epwin makes essential parts 
for the home – including 
window frames, decking and 
porches – in low-maintenance 
plastic. Well managed, with 
improving margins, plenty of 
cash and good prospects. 
Buy. 135p.

Grainger
The Daily Telegraph
The UK’s biggest listed 
residential landlord is well 
placed to capitalise on the 
rapid growth of “generation 
rent”, despite recent tax 
changes. Discounted shares 
should drive a higher yield. 
Buy. 226.3p.

H&T
Investors Chronicle
The pawnbroker has proved 
its ability to navigate the 
fl uctuating gold price, by 
diversifying its revenue stream. 
But it will benefi t now gold is 
back on the rise again. Cash-
generative, with a well-covered 
4% yield. Buy. 214p.

Iomart Group
The Times
The cloud computing and 
internet hosting specialist has 
real growth opportunities with 
public sector and larger 
corporate clients, and is raising 
turnover and profi t. Has the 
fi repower to continue its buy 
and build strategy. Buy. 70p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

Game Digital
Investors Chronicle
Shares in the video games 
retailer dived on plunging 
profi ts after a weak Christmas 
and fl agging Xbox 360 and 
PlayStation sales. The group is 
diversifying and making 
headway in eSports, but still 
faces challenges. Sell. 125p.

Hornby
Investors Chronicle
The model railway-maker 
issued its fourth profi t warning 
in three years in February. 
Barclays has agreed to waive 
covenant tests for March, but 
sales are said to be down by 
2%, and growth prospects are 
dubious. Sell. 30.69p.

Mitie Group
London Evening Standard
Although shares look cheap, 
Peel Hunt is “wary” of the 
outsourcer, citing increased 
economic pressures and 
uncertainty. There are 
“challenges” in its healthcare 
division, and revenue shortfalls 
elsewhere. Sell. 245p.

Monitise
The Times
The mobile payments specialist 
– once a stock market darling 
worth £1bn – is now valued at 
less than £60m; and there’s still 
no sign of the tide turning. The 
appointment of serial director 
Gavin James as COO is an 
“odd” move. Sell. 2.6p.

Weir Group
The Mail on Sunday
Heavily hit by the slump in oil 
and metal prices, there’s no 
respite in sight for Weir, which 
provides equipment and 
servicing for mining, power, 
and oil and gas operations. 
Predicting continued subdued 
demand, Panmure Gordon sets 
a 750p target. Sell. 1077p.

YouGov
Shares
Shares in the market poll 
expert command a premium, 
refl ecting fast growth. But 
analysis of non-adjusted profi t 
and earnings fi gures reveals 
that shares look “really 
expensive”. Sell. 137p.

Directors’ dealings

Fever-Tree Drinks

The co-founders of the 
premium mixers brand, Tim 
Warrillow and Charles Rolls, 

have sold shares worth £5.4m 
and £12.2m respectively, hot on 

the heels of the sugar tax 
announcement. They argue that 

the sale makes way for 
institutional investors to buy 

positions in the group.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
888 Holdings

The Times
up 25.63% to 224.88p

Worst tip
Clinigen
Shares

down 12.97% to 592p

Market view
“A fog of uncertainty 

has descended on the 
corporate sector.”

Ian Stewart of Deloitte, on 
the plunging investment 

expectations of UK 
companies as Brexit jitters 
take hold. Quoted in the FT
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Market summary
     

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

5 Apr 2016 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 6091.23 6105.90 –0.24%
FTSE All-share UK 3350.68 3358.47 –0.23%
Dow Jones 17644.63 17499.98 0.83%
NASDAQ 4854.60 4787.05 1.41%
Nikkei 225 15732.82 17103.53 –8.01%
Hang Seng 20177.00 20366.30 –0.93%
Gold 1231.25 1221.00 0.84%
Brent Crude Oil 37.70 39.33 –4.14%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 4.09% 4.08%  
UK 10-year gilts yield 1.51 1.55
US 10-year Treasuries 1.74 1.88
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) 0.3% (Feb)  0.3% (Jan) 

1.1% (Jan) 
+9.7% (Jan)

Latest RPI (yoy) 1.3% (Feb) 
Halifax house price (yoy) +9.7% (Feb)

£1 STERLING        $1.411  g1.243  ¥155.626

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares  Key numbers for investors  Best and worst performing shares  Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
Anglo American 525.70 +9.73
Tui (Lon) 1048.00 +5.38
Inmarsat 989.00 +5.10
Carnival 3730.00 +5.07
Shire 4049.00 +4.44

FALLS
Next 5250.00 –6.83
Antofagasta 432.70 –4.69
Royal Bank of Sctl.Gp. 210.60 –4.58
Standard Life 335.70 –4.36
HSBC Hdg.(Ord $0.50) 417.50 –3.47
BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Herencia Resources 0.05 +228.53
Ascent Resources 1.52 –69.35
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 5 Apr (pm)
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Gulf business
Abu Dhabi’s Masdar City has unveiled 
plans for a sustainable community with 
villas that consume 72% less electricity than 
the typical UAE house. More details about 
the properties, which will use 35% less 
water, will be revealed in the capital at 
CityScape, which runs from 12-14 April.
Most Middle East employers fail to save 
sufficient funds to cover end-of-service 
benefits, research by Zurich Global Life 
revealed. The average sum expats receive 
on leaving their jobs has risen by 140% over 
the past six years as workers changed roles 
less often.
GCC countries could face “costly economic 
crises” as their growth prospects falter, the 
IMF said on Wednesday. Saudi Arabia saw 
net capital flows fall by 10% of GDP 
between 2010 and 2015 as investors 
shunned emerging markets with slowing 
growth rates, its new report revealed.
Dubai is launching its own brand of tea.  
The premium blend, called Shay Dubai,  
will come in three varieties – Khaliji Blend, 
Dubai Spirit and Arabic Breakfast, said 
Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Executive Chairman 
of DMCC.
A shopping centre complete with a four-
screen cinema will open in Doha this June, 
said developer Al Bandary International 
Group. B Square Mall, in Al Thumama, will 
include a branch of Dutch supermarket 
chain Spar.
Saudi Arabia plans to increase its stock 
market, said the chairman of the country’s 
regulator. Mohammed Al-Jadaan of Capital 
Market Authority said the Tadawul All Share 
Index will comprise 250 companies – the 
current figure is about 170.

HSBC: Panama embroilment
Bank bosses across the world will have had sleepless nights this week, thanks to the 
Panama Papers scandal. But no bank is more exposed than HSBC, said Dan Cancian 
on the International Business Times website. In all, some 500 banks requested “off-
the-shelf” firms from the Panama law firm at the centre of the leak, Mossack Fonseca. 
But HSBC and its affiliates accounted for more than 2,300 of the 15,600 shell 
companies that Mossack created for clients. The exposé is particularly ticklish for 
HSBC, which was fined $1.9bn by the US Department of Justice in 2012 after being 
accused of violating sanctions and money-laundering. Fellow wealth managers UBS 
and Credit Suisse are in a similar spot, having both recently fallen foul of US 
prosecutors. HSBC has come out fighting, denying allegations of wrongdoing and 
claiming that the leaked documents predated “significant” reforms to its business 
model. That may not wash with MPs, who are demanding a “clampdown” on banks 
offering offshore services in “murky territories”, said Emma Dunkley and Ralph 
Atkins in the FT. It doesn’t help that, as we learnt last year, HSBC chief Stuart Gulliver 
himself “sheltered millions of dollars from the taxman in a Panamanian company 
through HSBC’s Swiss Private Bank”. 

Virgin America/Alaska Air: Branson’s windfall
Hats off to Sir Richard Branson, said Antony Currie on Reuters Breakingviews.com.  
The tycoon has persuaded Alaska Air “to pay through the nose cone” for his US carrier, 
Virgin America, netting him a cash windfall of about $780m. Alaska agreed to buy 
Virgin America for $57 a share, or $2.6bn, following a bidding war with rival JetBlue. 
That’s a whopping 86% premium on the airline’s shares before news of a potential sale 
broke. Some reckon Virgin America – a “sleek but embattled young airline” which began 
flying in 2007 and floated in 2014 – is a risky proposition, said The New York Times. It 
has certainly struggled with the “pressures” of combining low-cost travel with “premier 
level” service. Still, Alaska gains a loyal cadre of customers who adore Virgin’s “cheeky 
image, onboard Wi-Fi and soothing purple lighting”. The sale is a “triumph” for 
Branson, who owns 30% of Virgin America through his offshore investment company, 
Virgin Group Holdings, said Danny Fortson in The Sunday Times. 

Mahan Air: Iranian airline banned due to safety fears
Saudi Arabia has banned the Iranian airline Mahan Air from flying through its airspace 
or landing at its airports due to breaches of safety rules. The Kingdom’s General 
Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) made the announcement on Monday. Reuters 
reported that about 150 of the private airline’s direct flights between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia were axed after Riyadh severed diplomatic relations with Tehran earlier this year. 
In a statement, the GACA said that several violations related to airline safety had been 
made during flights operated by Mahan Air to the Kingdom, “prompting the suspension 
of licences granted to the company”. “This decision comes in the context of the GACA 
[regarding] the safety of passengers and to preserve their lives,” the statement said. 
Iranian officials made no immediate comment. Trade between Saudi Arabia and Iran is 
small compared to the size of their economies, but many thousands of Iranians travel to 
the kingdom each year to make the Haj and Umrah pilgrimages.

Tesla: Can Elon Musk fulfil his electric dream?
When Elon Musk launched Tesla’s first 
electric car, in 2008, the prospect of 
fulfilling orders seemed so slim that one 
motoring blog ran a series called the 
Tesla Death Watch, said the FT. But last 
week the South African-born 
entrepreneur was “basking in his 
triumph over the sceptics” as advance 
orders poured in for the new Model 3 – 
“the first electric car with a realistic 
chance of capturing the mass market”.

The company clocked around 276,000 
orders within three days of launching the 
“handsome sedan”, said Wired – way ahead of expectations. 
Indeed, one analyst compared the launch to “the type of buzz that 
you see with Star Wars movies or new iPhones”. Yet the question, 
as ever with Tesla, is whether it can make good on the hype, said 
James Dean in The Times. The Model 3 is “designed to take on 
 popular petrol-powered saloons built by BMW, Audi and 

Mercedes”, and it will cost around 
$42,000. But Musk’s prediction that the 
first units will be delivered at the end of 
2017 drew laughter from the crowd, 
“given Tesla’s history of missing its 
production deadlines”.

Tesla blames its own “hubris” for the 
delays that have bedevilled a forerunner, 
the Model X, which was finally launched 
late last year, said the FT. And it insists 
that the Model 3 is built to a less 
“ambitious” design. But “the stakes are 
high, both for the company and the future 

of the technology”. Despite improvements in battery and charging 
technology, electric cars still total a mere “fraction of a per cent of 
the global fleet”. Musk has shown that “it is possible for an upstart 
to break into the closed circle of American car-making. Perhaps 
even more important, he has succeeded in making electric cars 
desirable.” Now he must deliver.

Musk: Basking in triumph
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“Banker” has become “something of a curse word in the English 
language”, says Jack Torrance. But Bank of America is trying to 
stamp out another “B-word”. The US bank, which has its 
European HQ in London, has told staff that they can’t talk about 
Brexit in the run-up to June’s vote, and has reversed a decision to 
donate around $140,000 to the “Britain Stronger in Europe” 
campaign. BoA is clearly keen not to be seen to be taking sides, 
mirroring “a dilemma that has afflicted many boardrooms up and 
down the country”. The bank is doubtless also concerned about 
being perceived as “a foreign influence interfering with a demo-
cratic decision” – though that hasn’t stopped Goldman Sachs and 
others “getting stuck into the campaign”. It would be easy to 
decry BoA’s decision to remain neutral: businesses have so much 
at stake in this debate, and the bank employs thousands in the 
UK. On the other hand, given their reputation, “perhaps the best 
thing banks can do to prevent an Out vote is to steer well clear”.

Two of the EU’s biggest risks – Greece’s solvency and the UK 
referendum – could “collide this summer”, says Hugo Dixon. 
Greece’s financial problems have recently become pressing again: 
the IMF and the EU are at odds over the country’s bailout, and 
unless the dispute is resolved quickly, Athens could run out of 
cash by July. Logically, “there should be no connection” between 
“Hellenic financial struggles and British soul-searching over 
whether to stay in the union”: Britain isn’t in the Eurozone and 
doesn’t have to contribute to Greek bailouts. But Eurosceptics will 
certainly exploit any mounting sense that Greece is back on the 
brink of bankruptcy, “to argue that the UK should put clear water 
between itself and the EU”. If European politicians can settle their 
differences over Greek debt relief with the IMF speedily, the 
Grexit risk could be defused before the Brexit referendum. Failing 
that, maybe “some fudge” could be found which “stops Greece 
going bust” while postponing the big decisions until after the UK 
votes. “If not, the two risks could clash horribly.”

Free trade was an engine of America’s prosperity in the postwar 
period, says The Economist. But the disappearance of millions of 
manufacturing jobs in US industrial heartlands has meant that 
now, lamentably, even “mainstream politicians” are afraid to 
champion it. The worst possible reaction to “the shock caused by 
China’s emergence” is the protectionism peddled by Republican 
front runner Donald Trump, not least because the surge of cheap 
imports has “greatly increased the spending power of those on 
low incomes”. But more should be done to help workers who 
have lost out to foreign competition. America should study 
Germany, which has continually upgraded its workforce’s skills  
by investing in vocational training. Meanwhile, more “active” 
labour-market policies – such as relocation grants and a system  
of portable benefits – would encourage greater mobility. These 
policies wouldn’t just “smooth trade shocks”; they’d also help 
tackle “other sources of disruption”, from cheaper robots to new 
technologies such as 3D printing. “Protectionists want to turn 
back the clock.” Far better to prepare the workforce for change.

X Factor judge Simon Cowell spouts so much business jargon 
when delivering feedback that he “could have made partner at 
McKinsey”, says Rhymer Rigby. But these days everyone “talks 
a bit like a management consultant”: it’s symptomatic of the 
growing “professionalisation” of ordinary life. Thanks to blurring 
work-life boundaries and the rise of the “self-help” industry, we 
increasingly view our lives as “projects in which excellence needs 
to be achieved” – and can be, with “the right toolsets”. Hence the 
prevalence of management jargon in “unlikely quarters” such as 
the nursery: the sphere of “parenting” (itself a “verbification” of 
the sort so loved by business) has produced “baby-led weaning”, 
“co-sleeping” and “attachment-parenting”. Is management jargon 
necessarily a bad thing? Some words, such as “stakeholder”, are 
genuinely useful if the only alternative is a lengthy phrase. 
Moreover, jargon has uses beyond simple functionality. In a work 
context, it can “convey the impression of legitimacy, boost 
confidence and gain the attention of others”, argues André Spicer 
in his new book, Business B*******   . Perhaps we hope the 
same is true of our increasingly professionalised social lives.

Mariam Al Hameli
An Emirati entrepreneur was 
inspired to set up a business 
while sipping a cup of coffee 
in the desert. Mariam Al 
Hameli, 33, sells shopping 
bags and Arabic-style mugs 
adorned with pictures and 
poems that evoke UAE life.  
“I thought it would be nice if 
I were drinking from a cup 
that had an Emirati poem on 
it,” she said. “Then I thought 
it would be interesting if you 
could see your family name 
or your own name inside the 
cup.” The firm, called Al 
Mbraz, was an instant hit at 
this year’s Mother of the 
Nation festival, an annual 
cultural event held in Abu 
Dhabi. She told Gulf News: 
“So far it’s been very good. 
Each day has been better 
than the previous day.  
When I sell something, I get 
someone the next day who 
says, ‘I saw this item with my 
friend or on my friend’s 
Instagram.” Orders can be 
placed via Instagram  
at AlMbraz1.

César Alierta

After a 16-year-stint as boss 
of Telefónica, César Alierta, 
70, has agreed to “hang up” 
his handset, says The 
Economist. About time. A 
cigar-chomping ex-stock-
broker, Alierta built Spain’s 
largest telco, splurging on 
assets including Britain’s O2. 
But Telefónica’s “debt-fuelled 
expansion” mirrored Spain’s 
own overheated boom and 
subsequent slump. A 
“generational shift” is now 
under way in Spanish 
politics as “newcomer 
parties” such as Podemos 
make headway. Might a 
similar change be in the 
offing among the country’s 
ageing corporate leaders? 
Not at Telefónica. The new 
boss, José María Álvarez-
Pallete López, is another 
veteran insider. He is fond of 
“endurance running”. Given 
his predecessor’s lengthy 
time at the helm, “that is not 
necessarily encouraging”.
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Charity of the week

Adopt-a-Camp (AAC) is an initative designed to improve the lives of the 
thousands of migrant labourers who live and work in the UAE. It has been 
working for eight years and currently has 50 camps and more than 50,000 
men under its wing. Programmes offered by AAC include English language 
lessons for labourers and the delivery of Ramadan care packages.
Visit www.adoptacamp.ae to find out how you can help.

Adopt-a-Camp Available at all leading bookshops and selected 
outlets in the Gulf and at booksarabia.com
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ACROSS
8  Most recent attempt upfront met with 

disaster (4,4)
9  Long-winded expert heard beats (6)
10  Cliff enters camp for refreshment (10)
11  Assistant’s brainwave: the last shall be 

first (4)
12  Sea cow got tail lopped in muck (6)
14  Broadcaster’s trivial “Window on the 

Stars”? (8)
15  Brownie photos beginning to  

yellow (4)
17  Man with tax-free investment on 

account? (5)
19  No amount for sister spoken of (4)
20  Celebrity and posh guy set out on a 

journey (5,3)
22  Song with less feeling? (6)
24  Daughter separated from cruel 

guy gets a good guy! (4)
25  Two Kings for writer of nonsense (6,4)
28  Son put cross back to front in his 

revised school forms (6)
29  Draw lots unusually for the final 

decision (4,4)

DOWN
1  I’ve made a booboo as nothing 

in musical works (4)
2  OAP led out small pleasure-boat (6)
3 I talian composer is a glutton in 

cultivated shire (8)
4  Eye complaint in the middle of 

last year (4)
5  A track ending in monotony 

shows lack of interest (6)
6  Gift given by state after party (8)
7  What crew may need when dancing at 

sea (4,6)
13  Flying still to be settled (2,2,3,3)
14  Rod in Personnel (5)
16  Teenager holding weapon in English 

town (8)
18  Guerrilla’s time for something quite 

different (8)
21  Seadogs drunk? Good to leave the 

port (6)
23  A week in one African nation and 

another (6)
26  Fly with Bill, only one pound! (4)
27  City near Ganges shown up to some 

extent (4)

Sudoku 102 (easy)

Fill in all the squares so that each row, 
column and each of the 3x3 squares 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 101

Solution to Crossword 100

ACROSS: 1 Classic 5 CAT scan 9 Leave home 10 Acorn 11 Scene  
12 Three feet 13 Abscond 15 Overact 17 That’s it 19 Shellac 20 Alter egos  
21 Abaci 23 Alibi 24 Eliminate 25 Legless 26 El Ninos  

DOWN: 1 Cold start 2 Adage 3 Skeleton service 4 Co-opted 5 Cheerio  
6 Trade delegation 7 Close call 8 Nonet 14 Startling 16 Tackiness 18 Tigress 19 
Sistine 20 Avail 22 Again 

Clue of the week: Rag and bone (3, first letter R) 
Solution: RIB

Clue of the week: Second of colours on the spectrum (6, first letter O) 
Guardian, Paul




