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Egypt needs YOUR support
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The Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el Sheikh has had a turbulent time the last few 

years. Shark attacks, civil unrest, you name it, but it always bounced back. However, the 

current situation is bringing the diving Mecca to its knees - as we go to press, direct 

flights from the UK have still not resumed in the wake of the crash of the Russian airliner 

on 31 October.  The investigation has not yet formally concluded, but in November the 

Russian authorities stated the crash was caused by an explosive device on board.

The FCO still maintain that the resort areas of Sharm are perfectly safe, but the lack of 

direct flights has meant that diving trade and general holidaymakers has nosedived. Dive 

centres are being forced to ‘dive-share’ boats due to the lack of business coming through 

their doors.

It is possible to get a hopper flight into various mainland European countries and then fly 

direct into Sharm el Sheikh, but many people have been put off this route by false claims 

that travel insurance is invalid if they do so. All insurers differ, so check your provider, but 

Westfield Sub Aqua and Marine Insurance Services, for instance, told us that their travel 

and dive insurance is not only valid for areas marked ‘green’  by the FCO (see their normal 

travel advice), such as Sharm, but even ‘amber’ locations (advise against all but essential 

travel), such as Dahab.

Personally, I can’t wait for the direct flights to start once again, and I aim to be on one 

of the first flights out there so that I can showcase what a fantastic holiday and diving 

destination it is.  While the investigation is still ongoing, it is highly probable that a bomb 

did indeed down the Russian flight, but if we didn’t venture where a terrorist atrocity had 

taken place, that would mean that central London would be a no-go area following the 

Tube and bus bombings, and Paris would be off the list following the attacks there.

 

Mark Evans, EDITOR
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NEWS Each month, we collate the latest industry news from right here in 
the UK, as well as all over our water planet. To find out the most 
up-to-date news and views, check out the website: 
www.sportdiver.co.uk

C
ozumel Scubafest 2015 ran from 8-13 December. This was Coz-

umel’s fourth annual event and it attracted hundreds of divers 

to the historic Mexican island. Divers who attended the full 

four-day festival had a nine-dive package, including one night 

dive, and that made up the Scubafest Jean-Michel Cousteau 

Route, which included his (and his father’s) favourite sites. Included in the 

package was the chance to hear a series of presentations in the evenings 

that included topics such as dive medicine, cave diving exploration in the 

Mexican cenotes, marine life of the local waters and then, at the week-

end, the stars of the event took over the show. Jean-Michel Cousteau and 

Dr Sylvia Earle took to the stage in front of a packed audience to discuss 

their thoughts on the state of the oceans and what we can all do to help 

preserve their future.

We were lucky enough to be diving with Scuba Du, and had the once-in-

a-lifetime opportunity to dive with both Jean-Michel Cousteau and Sylvia 

Earle. It was, however, listening to them speak that provided the main 

inspiration for all those who attended. Some 400 enthusiasts packed the 

Cozumel Conference Centre to hear them encourage divers to be ambas-

sadors for the oceans. When asked what the primary recommendation 

for all of us to make a start on protecting the oceans and marine life, the 

resounding answer was for everyone to stop eating fish and to encour-

age friends and family to do the same. This was followed closely by them 

urging us to give up plastic bags and reduce single-use plastics in our 

lives. Jean-Michel and Sylvia encouraged us to ‘leave no child dry’ in a bid 

to teach future generations the beauty and importance of the seas and 

the life that lives within.

The presentations, which took place in the evening after the diving day 

was completed, were in a mixture of Spanish and English, with transla-

tions done either simultaneously, or with notes written on the slides to 

assist everyone in the audience. Many organisations had stands within 

the conference centre, with a wide range of products, services and 

marine charities to chat to. Blue Core encouraged us to photograph the 

plentiful eagle rays that come to Cozumel in the winter months, to assist 

with their ID project in an effort to learn more about these gorgeous 

creatures. At the end of the day, usually around 9pm, all those attending 

Scubafest would head out for some free cocktails and food, with each 

evening at a different venue, sponsored by local companies.

In addition to the talks, stands and diving, there were two unveiling 

Success for fourth annual Cozumel Scubafest
Hundreds of divers flocked to Cozumel to experience the four-day dive festival, which was headlined by 
Jean-Michel Cousteau and Dr Sylvia Earle

Text and photographs by Nick and Caroline Robertson-Brown

Dr Sylvia Earle and Jean-Michel Cousteau with the bronze 
bust of his father, Jacques-Yves Cousteau
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events. The first one involved Dr Sylvia Earle raising the ‘largest dive flag in the universe’ as a 

lasting reminder to all those who come to Cozumel that the island is committed to protecting 

the reefs, and encouraging divers to continue to enjoy it. The second saw a bronze sculpture of 

Dr Sylvia Earle submerged onto an artificial reef called the Underwater Museum of the Golden 

Diver, that also has bronze busts of Jacques-Yves Cousteau and Ramon Bravo from previous 

Scubafest events.

The final evening saw everyone getting dressed up for the Scubafest Gala Dinner. Dr Sylvia 

Earle gave a moving closing speech and then around 250 people were seated for an evening of 

music, fine dining and the highlight of the Golden Diver Awards. A handful of these awards are 

given out to pioneers of diving, ambassadors of the seas and to those that have enhanced the 

world of diving. This year’s awards went to Dr Eugenie Clark (the Shark Lady), received by her 

daughter, local legend Ramon Zapata, and our very own Peter Scoones, with Fiona, his daugh-

ter, picking up the award and showing us one of his iconic BBC clips from the Blue Planet series.

Cozumel Scubafest is an excellent event that has managed to combine great diving on pristine 

reefs, a dive show-style hall with interesting stands, talks from some of the great names in div-

ing, social events and awards recognising those who have done great work in the diving world. 

There is a lot packed into four days, but there is something for every diver. We cannot wait for 

next year. �
www.cozumelfest.com

Dr Sylvia Earle with a colourful angelfish

Jean-Michel Cousteau and Dr Sylvia Earle
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Egypt Tourism Minister Hisham Zaazou has visited the Red Sea resort of Hurghada following the 

recent incident there. He spoke with people injured during the attack and conveyed his “deep-

est regrets” for what they endured. He said: “I have just visited the three injured. I am relieved 

they were not seriously hurt and will be released from hospital today.

“Unfortunately there is an active global challenge with many incidents in recent days and 

months throughout the world. The authorities in Hurghada acted very quickly and very effec-

tively to deal with the local agitators whose goal was to further harm the tourism sector which 

is so important to Egypt’s economy.”

Minister Zaazou added that further security measures would be added to safeguard tourists 

visiting Egypt. This follows the recent appointment of international risk and security company 

Control Risks to assist with airport security.

He said: “The welfare of the tourists visiting Egypt is of the greatest importance to us and will 

continue to be so. No stone will be left unturned to ensure their security despite the global 

challenges we have witnessed in cities throughout the world.”

For more information, visit www.gotoegypt.org.

NEWS

To celebrate the New Year, diving holiday specialist, Re-

galdive, has unveiled a range of new Winter Sale Offers.

With 10% off diving holidays and liveaboards around 

the world, in addition to some superb dive pack deals 

and extra savings, Regaldive’s offers are available for a 

limited period only. The 10% saving applies to almost 

every holiday in the Regaldive programme.

Divers can also benefit from many other special offers, 

including dive pack offers, free extra nights and room upgrades. Red Sea Dive Pack Offers 

include ‘Buy One Get One Free’.

For more information, visit www.regaldive.co.uk or call 01353 659999.

Dive operator unveils Winter Sale Offers

Egyptian Tourism Minister responds 
to Hurghada attack

A limited number of recent models of the UWATEC Galileo 

Luna and Sol dive computers are being recalled.

The computers are being recalled because of a potential 

screen freeze.

A spokesperson for Scubapro said: “We learned from a 

small number of consumer communications that certain 

Galileo dive computers experienced screen freezes. No in-

juries have been reported. Out of an abundance of caution, 

and consistent with our safety-first philosophy, Scubapro 

is voluntarily recalling dive computers with [certain] serial numbers. All other versions of Galileo 

computers can be used with confidence in the product’s quality and performance.”

Consumers who own dive computers with the following serial numbers should immediately 

stop using them and return to an authorized Scubapro dealer or to Johnson Outdoors Vertrieb-

sgesellschaft mbH directly. Free replacement units will be shipped to consumers.

Galileo LUNA serial numbers from 150422 0058 001 to 150903 0338 005.

Galileo SOL serial numbers from 150423 0202 001 to 150921 0001 005.

The serial number is stamped on the back of the computer, and printed on labels affixed to the 

product packaging. All other versions and serial numbers are unaffected.

Consumers can also go online at www.scubapro.com and click on “Galileo Recall” for

more information.

Scubapro announces Galileo recall

SAFARI DIVING 
LANZAROTE

Contact Wendy 
Mobile: (0034) 625 059 713 
Phone: (0034) 928 511 713 

Email: enquiry@safaridiving.com 
Web: www.safaridiving.com

� Proud winner's of Lanzarote's 
Quality award and Trip Advisor's 

certificate of Excellence - So you know 
you are in safe hands.

� A safe family holiday resort 
with great diving all year round.

� Ideal for all divers whether 
on your own or in groups.

� We can assist with accommodation 
near to the dive centre. 

YOU DON’T KNOW HOW  
GOOD THE DIVING IS HERE  

UNTIL YOU TRY

SEE US  

AT THE  

LIDS  

DIVE SHOW!! 

Mauro Diaz
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NEWS
A collection of corals, transplanted from 

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef earlier this year, 

have spawned at the Horniman Museum and 

Gardens, resulting in a UK first - the successful 

in-vitro fertilisation (IVF) of captive corals.

Nine corals from two species - Acropora 

tenuis and Acropora millepora - released 

approximately 130,000 eggs in a spawning 

event in December. In a complex experi-

ment, the Horniman’s aquarium scientists 

moved gravid corals (already carrying eggs) 

halfway around the world, then successfully 

maintained them in an artificial reef habitat to 

allow them to spawn.

Eight cross-fertilisations have now been car-

ried out (each is of eggs and sperm from two 

corals of the same species) and thousands of 

coral ‘babies’ will be used by the Horniman 

and other institutions for further research into 

coral reproduction and early life stages.

The Horniman’s Project Coral has partners 

around the world working together to 

predictably spawn corals in captivity, in order 

to investigate, counter and repair the impact 

of climate change on coral reef health and 

reproduction.       

www.horniman.ac.uk/coral

UK-first - Coral IVF at the Horniman

On 7 January, Coral Cay Conservation was con-

tacted to help set up marker buoys at the Tabugon 

Marine Protected Area (MPA) and Sanctuary in the 

Philippines. This was a great way to start the year 

and their Project Scientist, Marie Seraphim, and 

Research Scientist, Joshua Milne, were excited to 

join the Municipal Agricultural Office of Liloan staff.

Armed with a GPS, they jumped on the boat 

and found the boundaries of the MPA. In 2014, 

Liloan expressed the need for surveys of the Tabugon MPA and volunteers from Coral Cay 

Conservation undertook a one-month monitoring of the area. As a result of this hard work 

and robust research, it was decided to alter the boundaries of the MPA to better protect 

marine life in the region. With the new marker buoys, fisherfolk can easily distinguish the 

boundaries of the new sanctuary. This will not only protect the reefs within but also the 

pristine mangrove ecosystems still present in the area. Mangrove forests are vital as they 

create perfect habitats for a variety of juvenile marine species and so are intrinsically linked 

to the reefs. www.coralcay.org.

Buoyed-up in the Philippines

An experienced diver from West Sussex 

is - not surprisingly - elated after charges of 

involuntary homicide relating to the deaths 

of his girlfriend and friend on a dive off Gozo 

were dropped by the Maltese authorities.

Stephen Martin, from Rustington, had been 

battling extradition to the Mediterranean 

island for several months, and was due to face 

trial this month, following the tragic accident 

in 2014 that claimed the lives of Larissa Hoo-

ley, from Aylesbury, and Nigel Haines, of Hove. 

This was despite a UK inquest ruling that their 

deaths were accidental. He had been on bail 

in the UK since he was held on a European 

Arrest Warrant last July, subjected to a daily 

curfew from midnight to 7am, and told to 

report to police three times a week.

The Maltese authorities had wanted Mr 

Martin to face trial as he was the most experi-

enced diver of the trio, and had been due to 

appeal the request for extradition at the High 

Court in London.

Speaking after hearing that all the charges 

had been dropped, he said: “I am absolutely 

elated, but it is a bittersweet success really 

because at the end of it two of my very, very 

good friends died. I feel I can finally start 

grieving for Larissa and Nigel.”

Charges against British diver dropped
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NEWS

Palau Pacific Resort, Palau’s most prestigious resort, is taking luxury accommodation across 

Micronesia to the next level by launching the first, tastefully decorated, over water bungalows 

in Palau and Micronesia.

The private terrace deck of each of the five bungalows provides the perfect setting during the 

day to enjoy the spectacular panoramic view of the pristine ocean of Palau and the natural 

heritage of the Rock Islands and for a romantic dinner in the evening.

The luxury experience continues inside the bungalow: A king sized four-poster bed decorated 

with drapes creating a dreamy ambience and a rectangular glass at the centre of the living 

room flooring showing the marine life and giant clams underneath each bungalow provide a 

true feeling of being in paradise.

The ocean view bathroom in each bungalow features a separate tub and shower, double sink, 

and complete bath amenities. The new bungalows cater especially to honeymooners seeking 

luxury and privacy during their most precious vacation time after the wedding.

For more information on Palau Pacific Resort or to make a booking, please visit 

www.palauppr.com or e-mail info@ppr-palau.com.

Palau Pacific Resort launches Water Bungalows

Emperor Divers has revealed a new range of ‘All-In’ 

dive packages.

Small extras can add up unexpectedly so Emperor’s 

option to go ‘All-In’ means guests can relax knowing 

that the price they see is the price they pay.

Book three or more days’ diving and add one of the 

value packages which includes lunch and drinks on 

board, some third dives, the daily Environmental Tax 

and even 12 litre nitrox for FREE. For more information, visit www.emperordivers.com.

Dive operator unveils ‘All-In’ packages

The oldest hotel in the Turks and Caicos 

Islands (TCIs) has been renovated. The Turks 

Head Inne has been brought into the 21st 

century, while also retaining its colonial style.

Located on the idyllic Duke Street, and just a 

few steps from the beach, it’s a stone’s throw 

away from the famous Grand Turk wall and the 

third largest coral reef system in the world.

The Inne’s makeover has been managed by 

new owner, ex Scottish Olympic skier Helen Sommerville, who has already developed a luxury 

guest house in the TCIs.

Accommodation options range from bunk rooms to colonial style suites, making it suitable for 

all manner of divers, from dive clubs to honeymooners. 

For more information, visit www.turksheadinne.com.

Turks Head Inne gets renovation

Lanzarote
Dive Centre
Training you to new Depths

Experience the safe, warm, blue 
waters of the Atlantic, this winter 
in Lanzarote!

Stunning wildlife from Angel Sharks, 
Sting Rays and Giant Atlantic 
Groupers to seahorses and 
much much more!

Save 15% 
on dive packages 
this winter and enjoy 
free boat dives 
Quote Code: SportDiver

W: lanzarotedivecentre.com

E: info@lanzarotedivecentre.com

T: 0034 928 51 4 290
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NEWS

Pro Dive International has announced a new partnership with Aggressor Fleet.

The deal means that Pro Dive guests can now book trips aboard Aggressor II, which visits the 

famous humback whale hotspot, the Silver Bank.

The Turks & Caicos Aggressor II is one of only a few yachts that are permitted access to the Silver 

Bank during the mating and breeding season of the humpbacks.

The Silver Bank, also known as the ,Sanctuary for the Marine Mammals of the Dominican Re-

public’, provides a safe and protected wintering shelter for the entire North Atlantic humpback 

whale population, where they gather in thousands to court, mate, calve, and rear their young 

until they are strong enough to return to the North Eastern US coast.

Markus Fleischmann, CEO & Founder of Pro Dive International, said: “Aggressor Fleet stands for 

innovation, personalized service, professional staff, and safety, promising a perfect match for 

our collaboration.

Pro Dive International is already taking reservations for the upcoming humpback whale 

seasons. All whale charters depart from Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic. Space is limited and 

based on availability.

For more information, visit www.prodivemex.com and www.prodiveinternational.com, or 

email info@prodiveinternational.com.

Pro Dive International partners with Aggressor Fleet

Start the 2016 dive season with a great weekend in 

picturesque Llanberis, North Wales - in the heart of the 

Snowdonia National Park - and attend the Vivian Dive 

Centre trade show, and treasure hunt.

The event will run on Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 March 

from 9am till 4pm, with a themed underwater treasure hunt that boasts some great prizes 

up for grabs, and suppliers such as Hollis, Oceanic, Otter and more showcasing new equip-

ment. There will also be a raffle with all proceeds being donated to the RNLI, as well as try-

dives on the AP Vision rebreather – these need to be pre-booked with Vivian Dive Centre.

For more information on the event, Vivian Dive Centre itself, or to book a CCR trydive, call 

01286 870889, or visit: www.viviandivecentre.co.uk.

Hunt for treasure in Snowdonia

Oonasdivers’ newly revised Shark Tours now 

combines Aliwal Shoal in South Africa and 

Ponta do Ouro, Ponta Malongane and Ponta 

Mamoli in Mozambique.

On a nine-night tour divers spend three nights 

in Umkomaas diving the famous Aliwal Shoal 

before taking the scenic land transfer to Ponta 

do Ouro to explore the unspoilt reefs of southern Mozambique.

To compliment guests’ South Africa stay Oonasdivers offers extensions, such as great white 

shark diving from Gansbaai or a three-night ‘Big 5’ safari within Hluhluwe-Imfolozi Reserve, 

South Africa’s oldest game reserve. For more information, visit www.oonasdivers.com.

New Shark Tours combo announced
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NEWS
DIVE DOCTOR: 
Medical Q&A

Q: Please can you help. I am 27 years old 

and took up diving at university when I 

was studying marine biology. It’s now a big 

part of my life and I would hate to have to 

give it up. Anyway, I was on holiday with 

my girlfriend recently, and she was driving 

us through a long tree-lined avenue on 

a sunny day. I cannot remember this but 

apparently I stopped talking, went slightly 

‘vacant’ and then had a fit in the passenger 

seat (lucky I wasn’t driving!). I was taken to 

hospital, had lots of tests (including bloods 

and a brain scan) and to cut a long story 

short, nothing wrong could be found. The 

docs put it down to the strobe effect of the 

sunlight shining through the trees, and pos-

sibly the alcohol (I admit I had consumed 

quite a bit over the course of the day). They 

couldn’t tell me whether I could continue 

diving though… Can you?

A: I can, but I’m not sure you’re going to like 

the answer… Let’s explain some background 

information first. The lifetime risk of a single 

seizure in an adult is surprisingly high: One in 

8-10 of us will do the funky chicken at some 

stage. However, there is a big difference be-

tween fits that are provoked (ie. due to some 

detectable cause - such as infection, head in-

jury, alcohol or drug excess/withdrawal, strob-

ing lights - and those that are truly spontane-

ous. Following a first provoked seizure there 

is a 3-10% recurrence risk; if unprovoked, this 

rises to 30-50%, with the majority of recur-

rences within six months. Of course there’s 

never really a good time to have a seizure, but 

among the worst would be when you’re driv-

ing - or diving. The consequences of a fit in 

either situation could easily be fatal. Currently 

the DVLA state six months off driving from 

the date of the seizure for private car or mo-

torcycle drivers, and five years off for heavy 

goods or passenger carrying vehicle drivers. 

No anticonvulsant medication is allowable 

during this five-year period. The UK Diving 

Medical Committee have taken the five-year 

fit-free approach with divers, so I’m afraid 

it’s no diving for you until 2021. Time to take 

up a new, risk-free hobby perhaps - extreme 

ironing? News programme photobombing? 

Competitive dog grooming?

Q: I have a mild form of Seasonal Affec-

tive Disorder (SAD). Basically I get pretty 

miserable between November and March, 

which makes me clam up in my shell and 

interferes with my social life. Diving through 

this period keeps me going but I prefer solo 

trips. We were discussing this at my dive 

club recently and they suggested contact-

ing you for some advice on safety aspects 

and possible treatments. Any comments?  

A: Most people get the winter blues to some 

extent but SAD takes this to a slightly more 

intense level. It can be experienced all year 

round, but is commoner in the autumn and 

winter months. Sufferers complain of lack of 

energy, mood swings, poor concentration, 

unhappiness, and cravings for sweets or 

starchy foods, accompanied by withdrawal 

from family, friends and social activities. 

One interesting theory is that SAD is a mild 

remnant form of hibernation, and these 

features basically result from a reduced 

need for calories. Confusingly there is also a 

condition called reverse SAD which manifests 

as insomnia, anxiety, irritability, decreased ap-

petite and increased sex drive. Diagnosis can 

be difficult! Bright lights, ionised air, cognitive 

behavioural therapy and timed supplements 

of melatonin can be effective as treatments. 

I wouldn’t ever recommend a sufferer diving 

alone, but with a trusted buddy looking out 

for you I don’t see why you shouldn’t carry on 

diving, particularly if you find it an antidote to 

the dull winter gloom.

For more Q&As from Dr Oli, check out:

www.sportdiver.co.uk/divedoctor.

Dr Oliver Firth has gained considerable experience
 in the field of diving and hyperbaric medicine since
joining LDC in 2006. He is an Approved Medical
Examiner of Divers for the UK HSE, and a medical referee for the UK Sport Diving Medical Committee. 
He is involved in the management of all types of diving-related illness, including recompression treat-
ment, as well as providing hyperbaric oxygen therapy for non-diving conditions. He remains a passion-
ate diver and has participated in various expeditions and conservation projects throughout the globe.
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MICHEL GILBERT AND DANIELLE ALARY escape to the Philippines
after a long Canadian winter, and find blessed relief in 

the warm, welcoming waters
Photographs by MICHEL GILBERT AND DANIELLE ALARY / ALARY-GILBERT/SUB-IMAGES

DUMAGUETE
from nudibranchs to whalesharks

F
ebruary 2015 was the coldest in recorded history in Montreal. Northern Canada reaches the Arctic Circle, 

but this time the Circle travelled south and lingered. The shortest month of the year became the long-

est, with temperatures hovering around -20 degrees C. We found sanity in the comforting thought of our 

upcoming assignment in Dumaguete, Philippines. 

 

WELCOME HOME
Our journey had been scheduled almost a year in advance and boy, April felt good when we boarded the plane 

that brought us to Manila via Tokyo. What a change from our miserable winter; the capital was experiencing a heat 

wave with temperatures reaching 36 degrees C; a 56 degrees C difference from our polar February. 

After a few days of relaxation in the capital, we took the hour-long flight to Dumaguete. The sparkling Cebu 

Pacific Airlines Airbus 320 proved comfortable. Its crew looked like a group of high-school kids having too much 

fun flying the bright white-and-yellow plane, which made the transit even more enjoyable. 

Having visited Atlantis Resort (www.atlantishotel.com) in Puerto Galera ten months earlier (See the February 

2016 issue of Sport Diver), we eagerly awaited the opportunity to spend time at their Dumaguete operation. 

Paul Ancla, chief instructor, greeted us while his colleague drove the air-conditioned jeepney - the Philippines’ 

equivalent of London’s Routemasters, albeit with more colourful displays and cramped quarters. 

Paul quickly asked how we liked our diving. Answer: ‘Shallow and loooong’! A large smile graced his baby face 

as he replied: ‘Welcome home’! 

 

FAR MORE THAN MUCK
When we talked with friends about our upcoming trip to Dumaguete, many had the impression that we were go-

ing muck diving. In fact, we would not qualify Dumaguete as muck diving - and for good reasons. 

The 30 dive sites near Atlantis’ compound, located in Dauin, 20 minutes away from downtown Dumaguete, can-

not be deemed pure muck diving, quite to the contrary. Eighteen of them adorn the coast where boat rides last 

less than 25 minutes. The others are found around Apo and Siquijor islands. 
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“A wide-angle photographer’s paradise, Apo charms 
the visitors with dense plate coral formations and 

deeper features, such as giant gorgonians”

Porcelain crab

The coastal dive sites present a variety of features from grassbeds to 

gently sloping sandy bottom decorated by coral heads. Where Puerto 

Galera exhibited mini reefs, Dumaguete host its incredible marine life in 

and around those small coral formations, or scattered among the flora 

that populate the shallows. 

The 500km that separate Puerto Galera (PG) from Dumaguete (DG) 

make a huge difference in terms of sea life and topography. Species that 

abound in PG often go missing in DG. Case in point, ghost pipefishes are 

ubiquitous in Dumaguete, not in Puerto Galera. Conversely, Puerto Galera 

frogfishes are much bigger than their Dumaguete peers. Photographers 

cannot run out of subjects here. 

 

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO SEE?
Each dive - up to five per day - begins with a thorough briefing taking 

place at the filling station, the epicentre of resort. Large boards, with 

pictures of the ‘star’ species found in the area, become an à la carte menu 

used to determine the next dive sites - conditions permitting of course. 

You may not get to see the mimic octopus that lives in Masaplod Sur, but 

you may meet the harlequin shrimp at Cars Deep. 

To give you an idea, during a single dive, we shot harlequin shrimps, 

ghost pipefish, banded, ornate and hairy frogfishes, a juvenile frogfish, a 

juvenile porcupinefish, a mantis shrimp, two different moray eels, and a 

host of other denizens. 

The guides know the area like the back of their hand and will go out of 

their way to meet customer expectations. One long day, after four dives 

beginning at 7.30am, Paul walked by fully dressed in his neoprene uni-

form. It was 5pm, a time at which a hard worker like him deserves a cold 

drink. Instead, he was going diving to make sure a customer could find 

the prized mandarinfish he wanted to photograph. Paul could have asked 

another guide to take over, but he insisted and accompanied the guest. 

Such dedication is but one item that sets Atlantis apart. Safety is an-

other, and Danielle experienced it first-hand. 

One morning, she felt an itching and burning sensation in one eye 

after the first dive. The antifog product we use simply mentioned ‘rinse for 

15 minutes in case of eye exposure’. Coming back to the resort, she rinsed 

for 25 minutes only to find herself in excruciating pain, incapable of open-

ing her eyelid. Less than 20 minutes later we were on our way to a local 

hospital accompanied by a driver and Paul, our guardian angel. 

In less than 90 minutes Danielle saw two doctors, was treated and 

sent back with medication and an advice to stay out of the water for a 

while. After three more visits to the local eye specialist, she was on her 

way to recovery from a complete burn of the epithelium (top layer) of the 

cornea, caused by the commercial antifog. Staff would bring meals to our 

room, inquire about her progress and made sure she felt comfortable. 

We had a conversation about the safety measures and training that 

goes on at Atlantis with Andrea Bruno, the general manager. He summa-

rised their approach in a simple statement: “Sometimes people ask why 

our prices are higher compared to other operators. There is a reason for 

that; we spend time and resources on constant training and attention to 

thousands of details that are part of the daily life of our resort. Exam-

ple: All our fire extinguishers are regularly inspected and they are fully 

functional. Our operations manual is 10cm thick; all these things make a 

difference when something happens.” 

He could have mentioned the quality of the meals, the ever-smiling 

personnel, the accommodating approach towards all of those things 

The spectacular spine-cheeked 
clownfish stands out against its 
dark host anemone

Baby cuttlefish inside its 
protective egg
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Oslob
Besides the land tours and the incredible diving at Dumaguete, being in 

the area means taking at least one trip to Oslob, a small fishing village 

located on nearby Cebu Island. Atlantis offers excursions to this location 

and, for most visitors, it represents a unique opportunity and probably a 

first - swimming with a whaleshark, the largest fish in the sea. 

Although the practice of feeding those giants for the benefit of visiting 

snorkelers raises concerns, it remains one of the few places where these 

fishes are accessible to most. Years ago, the sharks already visited the area 

to take advantage of the free food available when fishermen cleaned 

their catches. The idea of offering food to keep the sharks around for 

visitors gave birth to an industry that brings much needed income for the 

local community. 

It takes about two hours by jeepney and ferry to reach Oslob. Once on 

location, you board small outrigger boats for the two-minute paddle 

that brings you where feeders await and the sharks swim nearby. Once 

crustaceans are thrown in the water, the dark giants slowly approach 

while their gaping mouths engulf massive amounts of water and, truly, 

very little food. 

Depending on the timing of your visit, the area can look like Disneyworld 

during a holiday, or it may be quieter. We suggest asking the staff about 

the best time to go but do not miss it; there are few places in the world 

where a whaleshark sighting is a sure bet and Oslob is one of them.

that make you want to return, what many customers do. Ask Dr Hélène 

Darveau, chief medical officer for Air Canada in Montreal; she has already 

booked her third trip there in less than three years. Her glittering eyes 

after a rewarding dive tell it all - and she has been all over the world. 

There is a recompression chamber 45 minutes away from the resort. 

Helicopter transportation is available. Not that we suggest you try it, but 

it is good to know. 

The epicentre of the resort, the filling 
station, where you find showers, rinsing 
tubs and equipment lockers

This photograph shows the tiny 
size of the painted frogfish

Guide Paul Ancla discussing 
the dive with Michel

TWO MORE ISLANDS
A stay at Dumaguete is not complete until you have experienced Apo 

and/or Siquijor islands, one hour by boat from the coast.  

When you sign-up for a day-trip to these locations, instead of boarding 

one of the costal skiffs - strong custom-built, six-metre boats - you walk 

onto a large 15-metre bangka. 

The topography of the 18 sites around Apo - a 1.5km by 1km dot on 

the map - is quite a departure from the coastal ones. Coral gardens begin 

near the beach or the rocky coast and continue for some 500 metres 

before the drop-off turns the otherwise sandy bottom into an unfathom-

able void. 

A wide-angle photographer’s paradise, Apo charms the visitors with 

dense plate coral formations and deeper features, such as giant gorgoni-

ans. A gentle drift carries you from the entry point to the location where 

the bangka awaits. The full-day trip includes two back-to-back dives in 

the morning, a lunch aboard the vessel and a third dive before weighing 

anchor for the crossing to Dauin. 

Silliman University in Dumaguete documented Apo’s incredible sea life. 

The island boasts over 650 species of fish and 400 species of coral - out of 

the 450 that populate the Philippines reefs. It has come a long way since 

the destructive fishing practices of the 1970s and 1980s.  

Spend your safety stop in the shallows where sea turtles and sea 

snakes bask in the sun among the coral gardens. 

Ask to dive Laraghan, a site where sulphur-induced bubbles rise from 

the black sand; not surprising considering that the Philippines sit on the 

Ring of Fire. 

At 385 km2, Siquijor dwarfs Apo. With a population of 91,000, its repu-

tation includes mystic traditions. Apparently the island rose from the sea, 

which could explain its steep drop-offs located a few hundred yards from 

the rocky shore. 

Oslob whaleshark cruising 
in for a free snack
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
DUMAGUETE, THE PHILIPPINES

BEST TIME TO VISIT
You can dive Dumaguete all year round, but the best 
diving season runs from December to May.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A valid passport with six months left to expiry for a 
30-day stay.

CURRENCY
Pesos (£1 = 72 pesos).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
The Atlantis Resort has great food on-site, a spa in 
which to relax after diving, and a chilled-out bar area 
to kick back with a cool après-dive drink.

VERDICT
Like Puerto Galera, Dumaguete is a great introduction 
to the Philippines. Again, it is relatively easy to get 
to, the facilities are second-to-none, and the diving is 
excellent, ranging from macro to wide-angle.FreeVectorMaps.com

The shallows resemble those found in Apo, but the coral species differ 

and giant sponges decorate the shallows like the large vases found in no-

ble mansions. The walls are nothing short of spectacular, with more giant 

sponges, impressive soft coral formations and the drop-off that makes 

you feel like a small blenny lost in this vast universe. This is where Michel 

found a large frogfish that did its sponge impersonation at 20m. 

ZEN DIVING
One morning, Michel wanted to illustrate the progressive change in 

topography and sea life from the surface to 20m. He left with Paul for an 

early beach dive from the resort. 

“The sun was still low on the horizon when we began our swim in the 

grassbeds. A little further from shore, sand took over and small patches of 

coral progressively lead to larger formations. They looked like Christmas 

ornaments with brilliantly-coloured clownfish. As we reached the deeper 

portion of the dive I spotted a large boulder covered with coral and 

sponges. A bright yellow gorgonian clung to the vertical portion of 5m-

high structure. As I snapped pictures of my discovery, matching ambient 

light with my strobes output, a lionfish suddenly appeared behind the 

gorgonian. It slowly swam up and then glided gently in front of the 

coral colony, making an already nice picture memorable. That dive alone 

summed up my feeling about Dumaguete; I call it Zen diving.” 

 

ONCE IS NOT ENOUGH
From the comfort of the rooms, spread in a garden-like compound, to the 

relaxing atmosphere of the spa; from the slightly decadent cuisine to the 

congenial atmosphere of the bar at the end of the day, Atlantis Dum-

aguete makes life easy for visitors and provides them with the amenities 

one expects from a PADI five-star facility: top training, tech-diving friendly 

staff and dive sites, dedicated photo room and, of course, high-speed 

internet for those who need their daily fix. 

Andy Pope, the co-owner of Atlantis, spares no effort to make sure the 

operations run smoothly and all seems perfect - sort of - from the visitor’s 

point of view. The British expat partnered with American Gordon Strahan 

to turn the resorts into a benchmark for other operators.  

This is why we said last May that we would return; which we will. �

Sea snakes roam the 
waters off Apo island

Harlequin shrimp

Apo’s shallow reefs 
attract sea turtles

“The guides know the area like the back of their hand and will 
go out of their way to meet customer expectations”
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SIMON SAYS...
JOIN THE WORLD’S BIGGEST DIVING CLUB  |  BECOME PART OF ONE GLOBAL FAMILY

Simon R Chance, manager, PADI Diving Society and PADI Retailer
& Resort Associations

Celebrating their 50th anniversary in 2016, with over 135,000 PADI 
professionals and more than 6,000 dive shops and resorts 
worldwide, PADI training materials and services let you experience 
scuba diving from nearly anywhere. Scuba diving with PADI 
instructors, dive centres and resorts can help transform your life 
through education, experience and environmental conservation.

Egypt is open!

Your editor, Mark Evans, and I are sometimes 

asked why we continue to feature Egypt, in this 

esteemed organ, when “there are no flights from 

England”. 

The answer, of course, is that there are plenty of 

flights, and no major travel advisories recom-

mending against travel to most of the resort areas 

- even Sharm - although with so much media 

coverage painting the destination in lurid colours 

of terrorism and tragedy, one would be readily 

forgiven for believing that the country is closed 

for business.

But let’s keep a context on things; I was only a 

short distance away from the Charlie Hebdo offic-

es as they were being attacked last year, and the 

Industry was in France’s capital for the dive show 

again this year despite a further, equally shocking, 

attack that had taken place only a few weeks 

earlier. No-one thought about staying away from 

Paris and, indeed, there seemed almost to be a 

sense of defiant pride in visiting the City of Lights 

to show solidarity.

In 1993, just three months after we narrowly 

missed the Harrod’s bombing (we had been 

shopping there the day before), I spent an 

agonising 40 minutes with baited breath to see if 

my then-girlfriend had been lucky again, as I saw 

and heard the Bishopsgate bomb go off through 

the open window of my London flat. I could see 

the pall rise close to where Amanda worked, and 

news on TV and radio identified the location as 

being precisely where she would usually have 

been walking home at the time, but without mo-

bile phones back then, I had to await the turn of 

her key in the door before I could breathe again. 

She went back to work the next day, and we lived 

almost three more years in London before she 

returned to Australia, and I started working for 

PADI in Bristol. 

Yes, there have been some awful events in Egypt 

over the last few years. Yes, it could be considered 

foolhardy to ignore such events completely. And 

yes, it’s always a good idea to check the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office (FCO) advisories 

before travelling to any particular destination. But 

Egyptian waters are still warm and welcoming 

and, having been dived so little of late, are argu-

ably a better diving bet than at any time in the 

last decade, for those who make the necessary 

travel arrangements. 



The PADI Diving Society has been in existence since 1997, and from humble beginnings has grown substantially, within 
a few years reaching heady heights of ‘world’s biggest diving club’. With membership now standing at over 180,000 keen, 
active divers across the planet, the PADI Diving Society represents a formidable ‘tribe’. Now all three sectors of the PADI 
Diving Society - Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe, Middle East and Africa - have moved from been connected but fractured, 
uniting under a global banner and becoming one entity, with a unified approach and single magazine title reaching all 
members, everywhere. www.padi.com/scuba-diving

LEADING
THE WAY

More intrepid aquanauts have braved the winter 

cold to complete their PADI Master Scuba Diver 

certifications recently, and joined by one gentle-

man from the other side of the world, where it’s 

rather warmer this time of year!

• Nancy Cronin-Coltsmann, Croydon, Surrey
• Neels Kruger, Vereeniging, Gauteng, South Africa
• David Periera, East Barnet, Hertfordshire

Nancy’s journey began in Jordan and has led 

her from there to Madagascar, Malta and even 

Mawgan in Cornwall, having picked up her PADI 

Drysuit certification at Porthkerris Divers en route 

to PADI Master Scuba Diver certification in Bali; 

David has picked up almost all his certifications 

in the UK before taking the final step to MSD in 

Antigua; and Neels has also certified exclusively 

in home waters - but when your home waters 

allow you to ‘dive the Big Five’ in South Africa, 

perhaps that’s no surprise! 

Hearty congratulations these and all other PADI 

Master Scuba divers, wherever you are, and as 

always I wish you all safe diving!

The prestigious Master Scuba Diver certification 

recognises a diver’s mastery of personal diving 

skills in a minimum of five different Diver Spe-

cialty areas, as well as their ability to demonstrate 

dependable Rescue and Emergency Responder 

techniques. To find out more, visit PADI’s website 

via: http://tinyurl.com/PADIMasterDiver

Readers of the January 2015 issue will 

recall Athena Smith featuring in this 

column; a PADI Master Seal Team diver 

at eight, and PADI Junior Open Water 

Diver (with two Specialties) at ten 

years and one month, I guessed at the 

time that we would be hearing more 

of her exploits down the line!

Building up experience with father 

Andy in the Florida Keys recently, 

diving such feature destinations as 

the Christ of the Abyss, an unexpected bonus arose for Athena during the obligatory side trip 

to Walt Disney World. Having secured an ‘aquarium view’ table at Disney’s Coral Reef restau-

rant, Athena noted numerous divers enjoying close encounters in the Epcot aquarium - and 

quickly realised that they were not staff. A post-prandial visit to Guest Services revealed Disney’s 

DiveQuest programme, for which the next available slot was booked in about 30 seconds!

Athena tells me that that Epcot will allow you to use your own mask - great news for folk with 

prescription lenses - but they provide all other diving gear. An existing dive qualification is also 

necessary, so it’s ten-year-olds and above only.

Besides the briefing, there’s a behind-the-scenes look at how they operate the 9m deep, 22,000 

cubic metre aquarium; Athena reports 16 people is the standard group size, which may seem 

like a lot but, apparently, when you are ‘in’ with over 4,000 creatures and 60 species - including 

three shark and three ray species, guitarfish, turtles and many smaller creatures - they soon 

vanish. The first ten minutes are spent following the instructors, but you are then left to swim 

around on your own for half an hour, during which you can also mug at your mates outside the 

aquarium windows overlooking the restaurant and SeaBase viewing area. 

At $200 for the three-hour total experience, a T-shirt and stamp in your logbook, it’s not cheap, 

but this goes to charity in support of healthy seas. It should be noted that Disney also keep 

dolphins, so if that offends then you may prefer not to go, but as an educational experience it 

comes recommended by Athena and Andy!

https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/events-tours/epcot/epcot-divequest/ 

Pro Dive International has announced 

the introduction of their newly 

designed PADI Bull Shark Diving in 

Playa Del Carmen Distinctive Specialty 

course, right on time for this bull shark 

season (December to March).

Jo Armitage, Pro Dive International 

- Mexico’s Platinum Course Director 

said: “Playa del Carmen is famous for 

its annual visitors the bull sharks and for many years people have come to dive with the sharks. 

This course has been created especially for diving with these majestic creatures in and around 

Playa del Carmen, Mexico. Its aim is to provide you with information about the bull shark, as 

well as dispel many myths associated with these animals and sharks in general.” 

The course consists of a classroom session and two open water dives, and successful students 

will receive their certification card from PADI. www.prodiveinternational.com

Athena’s Aquarium Adventure

New PADI Distinctive Specialty in Mexico

FACEBOOK.COM/PADI  |  TWITTER.COM/PADI  |  WWW.SCUBAEARTH.COM
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www.orangeshark.eu

Contact Steve Watkinson PADI course director on

Diveline: +356 21521329    Mobile: 00356 79030049
Email: steve@orangeshark.eu

Dive in Malta

PADI GO PRO
•   Divemaster Internships

•   Instructor Development Courses

•   Instructor Examinations

•   Staff Instructor Courses

•    Technical Diving Training and 

Technical Instructor Training

•    Instructor Specialty Training Courses

•    Sidemount Instructor Training Courses
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Project AWARE Foundation is a growing movement of scuba divers protecting the ocean planet - one dive at a time.
Over the past two decades of underwater conservation we’ve learned that divers are true leaders in ocean protection. 
We’re ocean heroes numbering in the millions across the globe. We believe together our actions will make a huge impact 
and will help to rescue the ocean. www.projectaware.org

JOIN THE MOVEMENT  |  PROTECT THE OCEAN

If you’re trying to live a more sustainable life, 

there are probably some specific words that you 

look for when choosing the products you bring 

into your home, such as: recyclable, biodegrad-

able, etc. Although these words have a sustain-

able connotation, they don’t always guarantee 

that you’re making a planet-friendly choice. A 

common myth surrounding biodegradable 

plastics, for instance, is that they are a more en-

vironmentally friendly option. The fact is, once in 

the ocean, plastic does not go away, but breaks 

down into microplastic particles. A new UNEP 

report published in 2015, entitled Biodegrad-

able Plastics and Marine Litter - Misconceptions, 

Concerns and Impacts on Marine Environments, 

finds that complete biodegradation of plastics 

occurs in conditions that are rarely, if ever, met 

in marine environments. The study highlights 

that plastics which biodegrade under favour-

able conditions on land are much slower to 

break up in the ocean and their widespread 

adoption is likely to contribute to marine litter 

and consequent undesirable consequences for 

marine ecosystems. The report emphasizes that 

it should be assumed that microplastics created 

in the fragmentation process remain in the 

ocean, where they can be ingested by marine 

organisms and facilitate the transport of harmful 

microbes, pathogens and algal species. Labelling 

a product as biodegradable may be seen as a 

technical fix that removes responsibility from the 

individual. More people are becoming aware of 

the immense threat that the production and dis-

posal of plastic waste poses to the environment, 

and it is easy to think that biodegradable plastic 

is the perfect way to use plastic without harming 

the planet. Think again and join the fight against 

marine debris - Dive Against Debris™.

MY OCEAN NEWS
Domino Albert,
Manager, Project AWARE EMEA

By Hannah Pragnell-Raasch, Program Specialist

In 2015, we told you the 

story of the Ugly Journey of 

our Trash, how our everyday 

litter travels from land to sea. 

As divers, we know too well 

how it endangers marine 

ecosystems and wildlife 

along the way but it’s easy 

to forget that even small 

everyday life items can pose 

a serious risk to marine crea-

tures such as sea turtles.

Take a plastic fork - some-

thing we see as harmless 

and definitely not an item 

that we would initially 

associate with a sea turtle. 

But for this poor Olive Ridley 

in Costa Rica, a fork could 

have been responsible for 

its death if it wasn’t for the 

heroic efforts of Nathan 

Robinson, a turtle researcher 

who came across the Olive 

Ridley turtle on a beach. 

Nathan noticed the turtle 

had something lodged in its 

nostril. It turned out to be a five-inch plastic fork. Luckily Nathan, along with biologists Brett Butler 

and Collin Hertz, were on hand and able to safely remove the fork from the Olive Ridley’s nostril.

While saddened that human waste was responsible for the unnecessary harm to this majestic sea 

creature, I was inspired and heart warmed by Nathan, Brett and Collin’s kindness - this Olive Ridley 

was one of the lucky ones, saved and released safely back into its natural home.

Not all marine animals are so lucky - thousands fall victim to the perils of marine debris every year. 

All seven species of sea turtle, over half of marine mammal species and almost two thirds of seabird 

species have ingested or become entangled in marine debris. But we have the power to take a 

stand and fight back against the scourge of marine debris.

As divers, we should feel empowered - we have unique skills to become citizen scientists and 

participate in Dive Against Debris surveys, yielding critical data about the types and quantities of 

marine debris items found in underwater habitats across the globe.

In 2015 alone, divers have hauled up over 70,000 items of debris, almost 60% of which were plastic 

items. This data is essential to build quantitative evidence which, over time, can be used to inform 

policy change and work toward solutions that will stop debris at the source, preventing it from 

entering the ocean in the first place.

As a diver, underwater encounters of marine debris, small and large, are unfortunately a common 

occurrence - it is a sad reality, but by no means are we defeated. Every day, I am inspired by people’s 

good will and desire to take action to protect the marine environment. 

Plastic doesn’t belong in the ocean. Join the fight against marine debris by becoming a Debris Activ-

ist to help stop the Ugly Journey of our Trash and protect sea turtles and other marine creatures 

from being hurt or killed by our everyday life litter.

Help raise awareness of the Ugly Journey of our Trash. Download a free copy of the poster at 

www.projectaware.org/resources

THE UGLY JOURNEY OF A PLASTIC FORK
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Adventure Diving Malta www.adventuredivingmalta.com  adventure.diving.malta@gmail.com +356 9964  4095 
Aquaventure www.aquaventuremalta.com info@aquaventuremalta.com +356 2152  2141 
Blue Waters Dive Cove  www.divebluewaters.com info@divebluewaters.com +356 2156  5626
Buddies Dive Cove www.buddiesmalta.com dive@buddiesmalta.com +356 2757  6266
Dawn Diving www.dawndiving.com info@dawndiving.com +356 9943  1703
Divewise www.divewise.com.mt info@divewise.com.mt +356 2135  6441
Maltaqua www.maltaqua.com  dive@maltaqua.com  +356 2157  1111
Ocean Mysteries Diving www.oceanmysteriesdiving.com  info@oceanmysteriesdiving.com +356 2152  2220 
OrangeShark H20 Diving Centres www.orangeshark.eu info@orangeshark.eu +356 2152  1329
Seashell Dive Centre www.seashell-divecove.com info@seashell-divecove.com +356 2152  1062

MALTA - DIVE CENTRES

Atlantis Dive Centre www.atlantisgozo.com info@atlantisgozo.com +356 2219  0000
Gozo Aqua Sports www.gozoaquasports.com dive@gozoaquasports.com +356 2156  3037
Moby Dives www.mobydivesgozo.com info@mobydivesgozo.com +356 2156  4429
St. Andrew’s Divers Cove www.gozodive.com standrew@gozodive.com +356 2155  1301
Scuba Kings www.scuba-kings.com gozodiveschool@hotmail.com +44        0121288  7385 
Utina Diving College www.utina-diving.com  utina@gozomail.com +356 2155  0514

GOZO - DIVE CENTRES

CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOUR UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE

3 HOURS  

FROM MOST UK 

AIRPORTS

THREE ISLANDS OFFERING GREAT DIVING

AMPLE CHOICE OF SITES FOR RECREATIONAL & TECHNICAL DIVING

MORE TO SEE. MORE TO DO. SO MUCH MORE TO REMEMBER.

Diveshack Comino Dive Centre www.divemalta.com info@divemalta.com +356  2133  8558
COMINO - DIVE CENTRES



NICK AND CAROLINE ROBERTSON-BROWN chance upon
one of their all-time greatest dives during a liveaboard 

trip to the Maldives
Photographs by FROGFISH PHOTOGRAPHY

MANTA
MAGIC







E
very now and again when you are away on a diving trip, 

when you least expect it, and when you are thinking to 

yourself ‘do I have a beer or do I go on the night dive?’, you 

fall upon one of those special occasions - an incredible div-

ing experience that fits itself into your all-time top ten list of 

greatest dives. 

Well, on a recent trip to the Maldives, we were leading 

a photo trip on the Emperor Atoll and due to do a night dive on one of 

the reefs when this moment happened to us. I have to say, I was seriously 

thinking how inviting a cold beer sounded, as all too often, many night-

dive sites prove to be particularly underwhelming, if not completely 

disappointing. 

We were moored up about five minutes from the dive site and the 

crew had switched on the rear floodlights over the stern of the boat. 

As the sun disappeared below the horizon, like turning off a light, as it 

does in the Tropics, darkness enveloped us and we all started kitting-

up by torchlight on the ship’s dhoni. It was at this point that the senior 

dive guide shouted the word we all wanted to hear - ‘mantas’ - and sure 

enough, performing extravagant loops, inverted loops and stall turns, 

were two very healthily sized manta rays. At this point, the whole group 

were given the option - go across to the reef and complete the planned 

night dive, or drop 10m below the mother-ship and watch the mantas 

feeding. I guess you could say the answer was a no-brainer and it quickly 

became a race to see who could be the first one to drop down to the 

sandy bottom and watch these magnificent creatures as they fed on the 

aggregating zooplankton that had been attracted by the floodlights.

For the next hour or so, all ten divers and both of the guides settled 

on the sandy bottom 10m from the surface with their lights and cameras 

and just watched, in awe, at the splendour of these fabulous, majestic 

animals. The conditions, however, were not ideal for photography as not 

only were there 12 excited divers trying to keep still while kneeling in 

the sand, but the floodlights were attracting millions of tiny zooplankton 

which, of course, in turn, were attracting our two very special guests. 

However, with a decent focusing light to allow the camera’s autofocus 

system to function, every photographer in the group managed to get a 

handful of really good images, especially with a bit of Photoshop guid-

ance over the previous few days.

As the divers got back onto the boat, the buzz and excitement was 

tangible and everyone was trying to tell their own personal story of how 

a manta had come right up to them before backward looping in front 

of their eyes, or how one had done an inverted loop swinging round, 

again, directly in front of them, missing their head or torch by inches - it 

really was an electric atmosphere and I just sat down with my camera in 

front of me and listened while everyone, excitedly, recounted their own 

individual experiences of this truly amazing event.

This particular dive was just two days into Emperor Divers’ Pelagic 

Magic tour of the Central Maldivian Atolls, which started in Mali before 

heading out on the four-hour passage due west to Rasdhoo Atoll and 

North Ari Atoll, where this special night dive took place - Maaya Fushi 

Lagoon. The next move involved heading south (to South Ari Atoll) for 

three days before steering east for the final three dives on the Felidhe 

Atoll, due south of Mali. 

This particular tour really is an amazing itinerary and, despite the fact 

that we didn’t see a single manta on the dedicated manta dive at Manta 

“At this point, the whole group were given the option - go across to the reef and complete the planned night dive, 
or drop 10m below the mother-ship and watch the mantas feeding”



“The lights at the end of the jetty provided plenty of illumination 
and as you looked up, you were almost guaranteed to see seven 

or eight sharks at any one time in the circular window 
illuminated by the jetty lights”

Point cleaning station, we saw pelagic creatures on every single 

dive, including mobular rays, sharks and turtles. Nature is never 

reliable! Usually, you can also expect to see whalesharks and 

hammerheads, but as this trip was well into May, we were just a 

bit late into the season to expect to see these two. For the most 

part, this route does not offer endless, colourful coral reefs, full 

of sponges and gorgonians, but we were treated to a few, and 

they were really special. One in particular, Kuda Rah Thila on 

South Ari Atoll, appeared like an oasis where the walls were 

covered in colourful sponges and corals, huge trailing swarms 

of fusiliers, jacks and snapper sitting behind one of the multi-

coloured bommies, out of the current, or moving in shoals of 

20 to 30 metres long. At the end of this particular dive, there is 

a plateau at 12m which is covered from edge to edge in amaz-

ing pink anemones, all of which were inhabited, of course, by 

their own family of skunk anemonefish.

We were even treated to an excellent wreck dive, the Mach-

afushi wreck, which was deliberately sunk off South Ari Atoll 

several years ago and is now covered in coral and sponges, 

and sitting on top of the bridge we even found a clown 

frogfish. Like many of the dive sites throughout the Maldives, 

the wreck had schooling fish everywhere. Batfish would follow 

you around, even going inside with you as you took a swim 

through one of the several access points.

Our next planned night dive was to be at the legendary Ali-

mathaa jetty. This particular site is well known by any diver who 

has toured the central atoll liveaboard route. Every night, it is 

teaming with nurse sharks, blotched and marble stingrays and 

also whiptail rays. The jetty belongs to the Alimatha Aquatic 

Resort and the reason for this aggregation of so many large 

animals is the fact that, historically, the fish that were brought 

to the island by the local fishermen were cleaned at the end 

of the jetty, as the resort refused to pay for inedible waste. The 

fishermen would top and tail and gut the fish at the end of 

the day and jettison the remains over the side of their boats at 

the end of the wooden jetty. Over time, this process brought 

in huge numbers of sharks and rays, and while this practice no 

longer exists, the nurse sharks and rays have hung around and 

are reputedly fed each night by guests bringing leftover fish 

from their dinner-table down to the end of the jetty. We have 

The dive dhoni heads off 
to another site

Whitetip reef shark patrolling 
its stomping grounds

Manta cruising just 
below the surface
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Caroline admires 
an anemonefish
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The wreck is perfect for 
photographers

Penetration into the 
bridge is possible

no reason to doubt this tale and, whatever the truth is, the site really is 

swarming with sharks and rays.

Apparently, this dive site is usually somewhat overcrowded, not 

because of the sharks and rays, but the fact that it has become so famous 

and every passing dive boat, whatever their itinerary, takes advantage of 

it for a night dive. However, despite the fact that we had seen no whale-

sharks or hammerheads, Lady Luck had not completely deserted us. One 

of our divers had been taken ill on the second day of the trip and so we 

had diverted to one of the hospitals and ended up diving different reefs 

than we would normally have expected to before he re-joined us, looking 

far healthier, the next day. This, of course, meant that we had managed to 

de-synchronise ourselves from the rest of the touring liveaboards and by 

the time we got to the Vaavu Atoll, we were the only boat on the site for 

the night dive. And what a dive it proved to be. Because of the way the 

current was running, we dropped down close to the jetty at around 5-6 

m. The lights at the end of the jetty provided plenty of illumination and as 

you looked up, you were almost guaranteed to see seven or eight sharks 

at any one time in the circular window illuminated by the jetty lights. 

There was always a ‘posse’ of elasmobranchs swarming around you at any 

one time, with three or four large nurse sharks, and as they disappeared 

into the darkness, they were almost certain to be replaced by more. Every 

now and again, you would be treated to the visit of a blotched or marble 

stingray, or whiptail ray, as it swung past you, round you, under you, or 

over you. We had wall-to-wall cartilaginous fish and only 12 divers in the 

water - it really doesn’t get much better than this as a diver.

If you don’t like night dives, then this particular itinerary may still work 

for you, especially if you want to see pelagic creatures such as grey, 

whitetip and blacktip sharks, stingrays and mantas. If you take this tour 

between November and April, you’re far more likely to see hammerheads 

and whalesharks than we did that late in the season. We were, in fact, the 

last tour on the boat for the season as she was off to dry dock for essential 

repairs and maintenance. However, the trip was truly amazing, especially 

for the manta and the nurse shark night dives and in the middle of it 

all, we also got the chance to snorkel, for over an hour, with four more 

amazing manta rays. We were taken, by dinghy, and dropped, in small 

groups, off the edge of a wall where the current up-welled and were able 

just to lie at the surface, watching and photographing as the submarine 

creatures performed aerial manoeuvres, as if for our sole pleasure. �

The mantas were the 
main draw for many of 
the guests





LOOKING FOR A GREAT DIVE DESTINATION THAT WILL BE 
AS KIND ON YOUR TIME AS IT WILL YOUR WALLET?
Then look no further than Regaldive’s choice of short haul 

destinations. Ideal for those seeking a good budget option, those 

travelling with non-divers and families, and those who prefer 

shorter flight times, combined with the convenience of departures 

from many regional UK airports.

AZORES
The Azores is made up of nine volcanic islands situated in the middle of the 

North Atlantic ocean.  The islands provide a convenient resting place for 

the world’s largest pelagic species, whilst the underwater arches, tunnels, 

caves and cliffs provide a haven for sub-tropical fish.

Beaked whales, sperm whales, fin whales, humpbacks, false killer whales, 

spotted, bottlenose and Risso’s dolphins, turtles and more can be spotted 

from the surface between May and October. Regaldive advise that diving 

conditions are best between July and September.

LANZAROTE
Just four hours flight from the UK, Lanzarote is an ideal destination for UK 

divers: combining year-round warm temperatures and stunning diving 

with the convenience of regular flights from most regional UK airports. 

A recent addition to the Regaldive programme, Lanzarote is already 

gaining a firm following with Regaldive guests.

Divers are well catered for in Lanzarote with its collection of reefs, caves 

and wrecks. The rocks are covered in anemones, sponges and soft corals 

and are home to a variety of marine life, including grouper, tuna, 

barracuda, monkfish, moray, octopus, rays and seahorses. At certain times 

of the year it is also possible to see dolphins and whales.

MALTA AND GOZO
A perennial favourite with Regaldive guests, Malta and Gozo boast some of 

the best diving in the Mediterranean with a range of shore and boat diving 

sites. A well-established infrastructure offers a variety of activities for 

non-diving partners. With good visibility, warm water, striking underwater 

scenery including caves, overhangs and swim-throughs, Malta offers diving 

for all abilities from beginners to technical divers.

Malta’s amazing underwater volcanic topography is a highpoint, and 

the island’s history has led to an impressive collection of ship, plane and 

submarine wrecks that have really put Malta on the map. 

Topside, there is plenty to explore in the World Heritage City of Valetta and 

a guided boat trip around its impressive series of interconnected harbours is 

a must. A visit to the beautiful ‘Silent City’ of Mdina is also a must - stop off at 

the Fontanella Tea Room where you can sit beside the castle battlements and 

take in the stunning views whilst enjoying your drink of choice.

Smaller than Malta, Gozo is one of the few remaining unspoilt

Mediterranean islands and a haven for divers. Arches and tunnels have been 

carved out of the coastline and offer divers endless points of interest around 

its 27 mile coastline of natural rugged beauty and great underwater visibility.

Whatever destination you choose, you can be sure of a warm welcome, 

terrific diving and flight times that won’t test your powers of endurance. 

Holiday packages start from just £249pp. Bon voyage! �

For help with planning your next diving adventure, call the 
Regaldive team on 01353 659 999 or visit www.regaldive.co.uk

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

SHORT HAUL
GETAWAYS

© PHOTOSHOT

© PHOTOSHOT © PHOTOSHOT

© PHOTOSHOT © MALCOLM NOBBS



W
e are pleased to announce that the lemon sharks we 

re-homed from a Dutch aquarium are through their 

quarantine period and in the main tank. We look forward 

to welcoming you to come and dive with them in the New 

Year. Pod is the larger of the two sharks, we measured her at eight feet ten 

inches, and Kay is slightly smaller at eight feet.

Lemon sharks are currently the most-studied sharks in the world, thanks 

to the efforts of Dr Sam Gruber and his team on Bimini, Bahamas, and they 

have been proven to learn from one another while they are pups! Diving 

in the tank now really feels like entering shark soup, there seems to be a 

beady eye and a set of teeth never far away - just how we like it!

The arrival of the lemon sharks and their successful transfer into our 

population will also be the final major undertaking that I will be involved 

in. After three and a half years, it’s time to let someone else run the dive 

operation at Blue Planet Aquarium. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time 

here, and would like to thank you for your custom and coming to experi-

ence diving with sharks here in the UK.

Sophie Montgomery will be running the dive team initially on an interim 

basis and I wish her luck and a continued successful relationship with 

Sport Diver magazine. �

THE TANK
TALES FROM

BLUE PLANET AQUARIUM, Longlooms Road, Cheshire Oaks, Cheshire, CH65 9LF
Tel: 0151 357 8804  |  Email: info@blueplanetaquarium.co.uk  |  Website: www.blueplanetaquarium.co.uk

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

By MATT MARTIN, DIVE OFFICER, BLUE PLANET AQUARIUM



AL HORNSBY experiences what could be the most-thrilling,
adrenalin-rush diving on the planet - venturing into the water with Nile 

crocodiles in Botswana
Photographs by AL HORNSBY

CROCODILES
In search of



W
e’ve just hit the 7m bottom in the river’s mid-

channel, deep in the Okavango Delta of Bot-

swana, Africa. Weighted for a heavy, simultaneous 

entry - there’s no time allowable on the surface 

when silhouette-hunting crocodiles are near - the 

three of us (two guides and me), go through a 

now well-practiced routine: trying to stay to-

gether in the one-to-two body length visibility, with me unfolding strobe 

arms and aiming strobes, all the while scrabbling and holding on across 

the clay and sand bottom in order to avoid simply being swept away in 

the two-knot current. We work to reach the eroded edge of the river bank 

close to (hopefully) where, minutes before, we had seen our quarry slide 

into the water as our boat approached. 

Near the bank at 3-4m of depth, the rolling bottom has become a 

gloomy, green labyrinth of submerged trees, roots and logs. Always mov-

ing fast in trying to locate our prey before we have drifted too far down-

current, it’s a continuing struggle just to keep each other in sight, at the 

same time straining our eyes here, there, looking for a vague, crocodilian 

shape… or, two rows of seemingly disembodied, pearly white teeth that 

glow oddly in the dark water (actually, what often first becomes visible).

Perfect camouflage is a funny thing. Its effect is that you go from in-

tensely searching for something to suddenly (shockingly, in this particular 

case) becoming aware that you are already staring at it. And, when that 

something is a four-metre-long Nile crocodile right in front of you, that 

awareness hits you like a bolt.

I’m instantly conscious that I’ve been looking at a shape, a creature, 

that somehow just hasn’t made sense to my psyche. To begin with, it is 

simply like nothing I have ever seen underwater before, like a dinosaur 

more than anything else… and its scale is massive, its features over-sized, 

with huge jaws and curving, protruding teeth; an enormous, lobed tail 

that makes up much of the body’s total length; and strangely-large legs 

and feet, at the moment with long, black claws thrust deep into the bot-

tom holding fast against the current. And the eyes - luminous, golden-

green with dark slits, looking all the world like the famous eyes of the 

Dragon Smaug in The Hobbit movie - stare motionless, as if I am not even 

there. The animal simply exudes strength, power, hunger…
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Finding the crocs 
is not always easy

Crocodile basking 
in the sun

“And the eyes - luminous, golden-green with dark slits, looking all the world like the 
famous eyes of the Dragon Smaug in The Hobbit movie - stare motionless, 

as if I am not even there”

As the adrenalin rushes, viscerally, I’m aware of a small corner of my 

empirical, non-emotional left-brain asking the only logical question:  “We 

are looking at a what?”

After a flurry of image-making, with me as near as a half-metre from 

the huge, unmoving creature for the close-ups, it gradually raises its head, 

then turns ever so slowly, deliberately, excruciatingly, toward me… and 

with one sudden, powerful whip of its tail and a swirling, enveloping 

cloud of river-bottom silt, it is gone, nearly brushing me in its passage.

Well, if excitement is what I had signed up for, it certainly didn’t take 

long for the goal to be met. We had arrived in Botswana, Africa, just two 

days before, at the famous Okavango Delta in the country’s north. It’s a 

huge area, some 6,000 to 15,000 sq km, formed by the Okavango River, 

which flows across the Kalahari Desert and fills an ancient tectonic fault, 

forming a sprawling, clean-water delta made up of meandering tributar-

ies, lagoons and marshlands, with small islands sprouting up here and 

there out of the papyrus-covered waterscape.

The result in the dry, winter months is the creation of one of the world’s 

most-remarkable wildlife gathering places, a vast pool of abundance in 

the midst of arid, desert lands, a haven for aquatic life and migrating, graz-

ing animals - plus the carnivores that feed upon them. Especially around 

the delta’s edges, great herds of wildebeest, zebras, buffaloes, antelope 

and elephants congregate for water and the lush vegetation. And follow-

ing them are lions, leopards, cheetahs, hyenas and Cape wild dogs.

Along the river and its many tributaries are hippo and other aquatic-

related species, plus many thousands of birds, such as ibis, storks, cranes, 

kingfishers and bee-eaters, and predator-birds as well - especially huge 

African fish eagles and unusual fishing owls.

For our project, however, we had left the delta’s edges, taking boats 

deep into the aquatic interior where we would operate from a simple 

tent-campsite on a small island. The opportunity for our expedition has 

been created by a unique combination of natural factors, thus: It’s July, 

the coldest time of the season, with night-time temperatures averaging 

6 degrees C (though warm during the cloudless, always sunny days); the 

water temperature is a cool 13 degrees C; the absence of rain means the 

sediment in the river is not mud, but instead is chiefly desert sand, which 

provides unusual visibility for an African river; the crocs’ previous season’s 

eggs have hatched and the juveniles have become independent enough 

to move away from protective mothers; and it won’t be mating season for 

another month. The result is that water clarity is adequate just when the 

crocs are at their most calm (although having seen one launch itself from 

under the river bank to the side of one of our boats, the idea of ‘calmness’ 

is definitely relative) and least territorial of anytime of the year - in fact, 

July is the only month when croc diving is attempted.

The routine (though the outcomes were anything but routine) was 

remarkable, really. We would awaken just before dawn to the hoots, bel-

lows and grunts of birds, elephants, hippos and lions, the view out of my 

small tent that of the dark, flowing river just a few metres away, the sun’s 

red-orange glow just beginning to colour the sky over the tall papyrus lin-

ing the opposite shore. In the morning, we would don wetsuits and load 

gear into our two boats for a 9am departure. Each day, we’d spend the 

next seven to eight hours travelling the twisted waterways, looking for 

crocs sunning themselves on the banks (because of the cool night-time 

temperatures and cool water, the crocs spend as many daylight hours as 

possible soaking up the BTUs).

The dive protocol was that one photographer would always be ac-

companied by two guides, and the three photographers would dive 

in rotation. The photographer ‘up’ would ride in the lead boat with the 

guides (croc-diving expert Walter Bernardis and well-known diving and 

wildlife photographer Amos Nachoum) and the expedition leader, wildlife 

expert and true-crocodile man, Greg Thompson, while the other boat 

and photographers followed. Once a croc was spotted, afraid of the boat, 

it would slide into the water and to the bottom to hide. The dive boat 

would then head up-current, out to mid-channel away from where the 

croc would likely be hiding, to begin the dive.

The very specific dive technique used had been practiced on day one 

in a non-croc area until all photographers were competent. The issue 

In search of
crocs
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
OKAVANGO DELTA,
BOTSWANA, AFRICA

HOW TO GET THERE
Fly to Johannesburg, South Africa via numerous 
international carriers and connect to Maun, Botswana, 
on Air Botswana.
The several-hour trip to the diving area is by van and 
boat, provided by the operator.

WHEN TO GO
July (only). In July, there is practically no rain, with 
temperatures averaging 6 degrees C at night, 25 
degrees C in the daytime.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A valid passport with six months before expiry is all 

you need – visa on arrival is available at the interna-
tional airports in both South Africa and Botswana.

CURRENCY
Botswana Pula (£1 = 16.27BWP).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
Safari-style dinners while out at the campsite, and 
then drinks around the roaring fire to round out the 
evenings.

VERDICT
An incredible - really unimaginable - dive adventure 
and nature experience for the true adrenalin junkie.FreeVectorMaps.com

“In the rapid current, bubbles and low-vis, the ability to stay 
together and re-group at the bottom took a bit to master, and 
it never was something that could be consistently done without 
clear, conscious intent”

The vis can best be 
described as 
‘challenging’

Crocs tails account 
for much of their 

length

Extreme close-ups 
are possible

is that crocs, while they do not see well underwater and do not actually feed at 

depth (they can’t open their glottis’ while deeply submerged without taking in 

water), are silhouette hunters, which means at no time are you to be on the sur-

face. The entry sequence is that you three, fully-kitted divers sit on the boat’s gun-

wale, closely together, weighted heavy, any cameras held against your chests. On 

a count, you simultaneously back-roll into the water, going directly and quickly to 

the bottom. In the rapid current, bubbles and low-vis, the ability to stay together 

and re-group at the bottom took a bit to master, and it never was something that 

could be consistently done without clear, conscious intent. 

Exiting was the opposite; once a croc had not been found for 15 minutes or 

so, or had been found and then had moved on, it was back out to mid-channel, 

away from the croc you had just seen (and still equally far away from an unseen 

one that might be near the opposite bank). There, you would try to hold onto the 

bottom while very quickly removing your cylinder and bringing it around to your 

front, leaving one arm through your BCD for support. For photographers, it meant 

doing this all with one hand while holding your camera rig in the other. Looking 

up, you would wait but a moment for the boat (which had been 

following your bubbles) to come directly overhead. Immediately 

and, again, simultaneously, the three of you would shoot up 

under the boat’s hull shadow (no silhouettes, remember?), lift 

your kits and camera systems out of the water to the waiting 

crew, then, grasping the gunwale above you with both hands, 

pop up and over the side, into the boat. Then, photographers 

would switch places, and we would be immediately off in search 

of our next croc.

Averaging five to six dives a day under these circumstances 

was interesting in itself, but when combined with the incredible 

natural beauty of the environment; the utter, electricity of pho-

tographing crocs underwater (and we saw crocs every day); the 

intense focus on the dive protocol (with the dramatic, potential 

ramifications of technique failure); and the sheer physicality 

of the five, long days, this was a unique and unparalleled dive 

experience. Indeed, a high-adrenalin state was evident from the 

moment of awakening each morning until falling asleep each 

night, without surcease, and that ongoing thrill became a part of 

the very fabric of the adventure. �

Al was supported on his expedition by Amos Nachoum’s Big 
Animals Expeditions (www.biganimals.com) and Old Africa 
Safaris (www.kubuqueen.com)
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LETTERS HAVE YOU GOT A STORY TO SHARE?
The author of our star letter will win a £50 voucher 
to spend on Miflex Hoses and associated products. 
So what are you waiting for? Email us.
letters@sportdiver.co.uk

SPONSORED BY

I have recently returned from a week’s holiday in Tenerife. My holiday to Sharm - like many 

others - was cancelled due to the problems that they are experiencing at the present time. This 

was to have been my 12th time visiting the Red Sea and I am sure that you can guess that I was 

very disappointed when my plans were changed.

I booked a few dives with one of the local PADI dive shops in Costa Adeje. Our group encoun-

tered mating cuttlefish, a nurse shark, large rays, dolphins and a turtle. To say that I was excited 

and surprised at what we saw would be an understatement.

One thing that annoyed me, however, was the behaviour of the dive guides regarding their 

attitude when it came to them taking photographs and video recording. They made sure that 

they got into the best positions and were more than content to stay there until they were 

finished. Once done with their given subject, they gave the impression that they were hell bent on finding something else for themselves to 

film and moved on, leaving the rest of us a few seconds to get a quick snap of the subject.

Although I did get some quick footage, I do feel that the paying customer should get better service and the only thing that stopped me from 

raising the issue was the fact that I was on holiday and couldn’t be bothered with any hassle, but I did learn a valuable lesson - discuss things 

with the guide before the dive! So please, all you dive guides out there who take your camera while diving, give us guys a chance to take back 

more than just memories from our dives.

Billy Tripney, via email

Dive guides need guidance on etiquette
STAR LETTER
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MIFLEX HOSES
For more information, or to view the 
full range of Miflex products visit 
www.miflexhoses.co.uk 
www.miflexhoseshop.co.uk

Just wanted to write in as I read your hints and advice piece on stay-
ing warm when diving in the winter. Some good points raised, and I am 
looking forward to putting some into practice in the coming weeks. I love 
winter diving, as although the water is cold, the vis can be excellent, and 
as I am just getting into this underwater photography lark, it will be a great 
opportunity to get some much-needed lens time under my belt.
My home city of York, along with many other parts of the north of England 
and Scotland, has been badly hit by the flooding, so you would think I’d 
be fed up of cold water, but I am a glutton for punishment. And if this rain 
continues, I could probably open up an inland dive site at my local park! 
Result!

Gary Jones, via email

Well done, Sirs, on doing your bit to help promote Sharm el Sheikh, 
with the online publication of your 2012 team trip to the Red Sea. I 
dearly love this area of the world, having visited some 20-plus times 
over the years, and have always found the place warm, welcoming, 
relaxed and, most poignantly, safe.  Yet I was appalled by some of the 
negative comments made on your Facebook page by people who 
either have a beef with Egypt, are totally misinformed, or both. Why 
such a need to try and put people off visiting Egypt in the wake of 
terrorist attacks when the mainstream media was loudly stating we 
should all be going to Paris to show solidarity with the French after 
the shootings there? Should this not be the case with all countries 
that have suffered at the hands of these savages? 
Despite comments to the contrary, there is no problem getting dive 
or travel insurance for Egypt - my cover is from Westfield, the com-
pany you highlighted in your eloquent response - and while the FCO 
may be blocking direct flights from the UK into Sharm at the present 
time, it is my personal decision whether I want to choose to fly to the 
airport via Europe, no one elses. 
And when the direct flights restart, Sharm el Sheikh airport will prob-
ably be one of the best places to fly in and out of, as security will no 
doubt have been seriously overhauled on all fronts. It is a little like a 
restaurant that has been closed down for hygene problems - the best 
time to go is just after it reopens, when everything will be absolutely 
spot-on.
Oh, and a note to one of the most-vociferous detractors on FB, Mr 
Bill Meadows - you do realise that Chernobyl is actually on the tourist 
trail now, don’t you? Always good to fact-check before making flip-
pant statements....

Roger Kendrick, via email

UK underwater

Show some solidarity 
with Sharm el Sheikh



GAVIN ANDERSON goes hunting for one of the world’s
most-elusive nudibranchs in a bid to bag himself 

a sizeable cash reward
Photographs by GAVIN ANDERSON

ALGARVE
SPOTTING IN THE
Nudibranch





AFFORDABLE & ACCESSIBLE 
DIVING FOR ALL DIVERS

Our packages 
include:

7 NIGHTS 
ACCOMMODATION

5 DAYS BOAT 
DIVING 

(2 dives per daily trip)

ALL FOR £400

Taking Bookings 
for 2016

www.algarvediving.com

The Algarve is emerging as one of 
Europe’s hottest new destinations and 
Algarve Diving offers complete diving and 
accommodation packages in this desirable 
area of southern Portugal.

We are the only active BSAC Dive Training Centre 
in mainland Portugal. We can also offer the full 
range of PADI and DSAT courses through our 
associated operator.

E-mail: diversue@gmail.com
Tel: +351 962 274 833

We look forward 
to hearing from you!

The Red Sea
Dive Specialists

Red Sea Diving Holidays Designed for You
Sharm el Sheikh � Hurghada � El Gouna  

Soma Bay � El Quseir
Marsa Alam � Liveaboards
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I
f there is one thing that a new diver delights in seeing, whether 

in the UK or abroad, it has to be our little nudibranch. Their agility, 

beauty and amazing variety is comparable to our butterflies on 

land. Many divers become totally hooked and spend whole dives 

spotting and photographing them. Scientifically, nudibranchs 

belong to a group called Opistobranchia, a large and diverse 

group of specialised and complex marine gastropods. They are 

soft-bodied, having shed their shell at their larval stage. They are incred-

ibly diverse (there are more than 3,000 different species) and are found 

anywhere from sandy shallows and reefs to the murky seabed as much as 

a mile down. They can survive in temperate and tropical waters and even 

around billowing deep-sea vents. They are often brightly coloured and 

can be extravagantly shaped, but the most fascinating thing about them 

is their amazing biology and habits.  The adaptations that nudibranchs 

have evolved with over millions of years are quite unique in the animal 

world and still intrigue many a zoologist today.  Many are incredibly 

poisonous, having an ability to either manufacture their own toxins or to 

take them from the various prey they eat. Not only can many take and 

use toxins from their prey, but some are known to retain some of the 

cell structures of the algae they consume (the chloroplasts, the most-im-

portant structures for photosynthesis) and keep them functional within 

their own cells. They can then produce part of their own food through 

photosynthesis just like plants.  The fact that new species are still being 

discovered is down to their amazing camouflage. Many nudibranchs 

are able to mimic the environment in which they live, making finding 

them, observing them and identifying them a real challenge. Recently 

two divers in the Algarve, Goncalo Calado and Joao Pedro Silva, brought 

out a book, Sea Slugs of the Algarve, which features 150 different species 

identified and photographed over several years. One of their finds is a 

nudibranch called Algarvia alba. It is completely white with the tip of the 

rhinophores and tentacles a reddish orange. It is so rare that there are no 

known photographs of a live one, so a 1,000 Euros reward has been of-

fered by local dive centre Subnauta to the first person to photograph one. 

I recently visited the Algarve to dive the Portuguese naval wrecks, but I 

was also keen to have a bash at looking for Algarvia alba and bag myself 

1,000 Euros. I thought a good place to start might be on a site called… 

Nudibranch Garden. In the summer many different species of nudibranch 

can be found here, but I was visiting in the autumn. Would I be in luck? 

The site was only ten minutes from the dive centre in Portimao, and being 

shallow allowed me to use the full permitted hour to go nudi hunting…

“Nudibranchs are incredibly diverse and are found anywhere 
from sandy shallows and reefs to the murky seabed as 
much as a mile down”

Boarding the 
Subnauta RIB

Portugal’s nudis 
can be subtle...

Knowing where to find nudibranchs helps. Many prey on hydroids, 

some on anemones, others on fish eggs or even other nudibranch eggs, 

some on algae, others on sponges and even ascidians. Most like dimly 

lit places so looking under an overhang with a torch is a good place to 

start. Remembering that nudibranchs are masters of camouflage I tend 

to adopt a ‘go slow’ approach and spend ages scanning one area of reef 

before moving on to another. It was not long after I dipped beneath the 

water before I found my first nudibranch just a few metres away from our 

boat’s anchor line. It was a Flabellina babai: fairly large in size at 60mm, 

it had a white translucent body and orange tipped cerata and orange 

rhinophores. Feeding on hydroids stretched right out between one clam 

and another it looked like a bridge that may collapse at any time. My next 

spot was a Felimare tricolour: a smaller and quite different nudibranch, 

blue with yellow stripes. 

Nudibranchs come in all shapes, sizes and forms… some, like my first 

spot, have lots of small cerata, which are body appendages they use to 

increase the contact surface with the water, which helps gas exchanges. 

In some species the digestive gland is split up and distributed into these 

structures. The tricolour doesn’t have cerata but has very prominent gills 

and it likes to feed on sponges. As did my next spot, a Felimare picta. At 

200mm long, it’s a much larger species, blue in colour with three yellow 

lines and hundreds of small yellow dots of differing sizes.  A little more 

hard to find is Crimora papillata due to its small size and its habit of feed-

ing on bryozoans on crevices and poorly lit places on rocky bottoms. It 

is a pretty little nudibranch with an orange translucent body and small 

...or full-on, 
in-your-face
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
ALGARVE, PORTUGAL

HOW TO GET THERE
Easyjet and Ryanair offer daily flights into Faro. It is 
then just over an hour by car to Portimao.

WHEN TO GO
Best in summer and autumn for nudibranchs.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
None.

CURRENCY
Euro (£1 = Euro 1.33).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
There are numerous great places to eat, but try Adega 
da Marina in Lagos - it’s a fantastic place to eat local 
food and meet local people.

VERDICT
With affordable flights and great diving, both on 
shallow reefs full of rich marine life and shipwrecks 
both old and more recently sunk, the Algarve is a great 
place for either a week’s family or dive club holiday, or 
even a long weekend with some friends.

FreeVectorMaps.com

“The nudibranch is so rare that a 1,000 Euros reward has been 
offered by local dive centre Subnauta to the first 

person to photograph one”

Flabellinia affinis

Janolus cristatus

Polycera quadrilineata

The Algarve 
seascape is rich 

and vibrant

stunted orange cerata. My next find was another small nudibranch about 

30mm in length with a white translucent body that showed some of 

the internal organs. It is called Polycera faerensis and it is a nudibranch I 

encountered just a few weeks earlier while diving on the northwest coast 

of Scotland. With its gills and rhinophores having yellow tips and eight 

yellow oral tentacles it looked a bit like a weird miniature catfish when 

viewed straight on. Here I photographed not one but two specimens. 

As if on a Scottish run the next find was a Janlus cristatus, a nudibranch 

commonly found in Scotland and here but not always easily spotted 

without a good torch. Its translucent body is full of numerous large certa 

and is also translucent, but with the tips a fantastic iridescent blue.  It was 

becoming a great dive, the site was really living up to its name, as next I 

photographed Polycera quadrilineata, very similar to P faerensis but with 

yellow stripes down its body and not eight but four yellow oral tentacles. 

There is something really exciting about seeing nudibranchs you haven’t 

encountered before, especially when they are as bonnie as Dondice 

banyulensis: a fast-moving nudibranch that likes feasting on various 

hydroids, it is fantastically coloured with an orange translucent body with 

a white median line from the tip of the foot all the way to its head and 

extending to its oral tentacles. It also has a white line along the level of 

the cerata and its foot also has a white pigment along its edge, all making 

it a striking nudibranch.

Time is soon up on my dive. I haven’t spotted Algarvia alba. How’s that 

for a reason to return… �







NICK AND CAROLINE ROBERTSON-BROWN spend some
time with the leafy sea dragons of South Australia, while 

also managing to visit a vineyard or two…

Photographs by FROGFISH PHOTOGRAPHY

Australia





Wine sampling 
Down Under
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A
ustralia is not just a country, it’s a continent, so unless 

you’re going to visit it for at least six months or so, then 

you need to choose a state or a small area on which to 

focus. We only had two weeks to play with and so we 

decided on South Australia, particularly around Adelaide 

and Kangaroo Island. There were three main reasons for 

this choice: the great white wines of Adelaide Hills, the 

leafy sea dragons (the fauna emblem of the state of South Australia) and 

also the fact that we wanted to see great white sharks from the Rodney 

Fox expedition boat. Despite the fact that we went in July, which is 

precisely in the middle of their winter, we still found everything we were 

looking for.

For our first three days, we were based in the buzzing metropolis that is 

Adelaide. This really is an exciting city and you can get around anywhere 

in the centre using the free trams that run north to south and east to 

west in a city designed on a grid system. Within the city centre alone you 

could sample the cuisine of virtually every region of every country in the 

world and the Asian food market is spectacular. You don’t have to tolerate 

the likes of Fosters and Castlemaine XXXX either - South Australia has 

hundreds of microbreweries producing excellent beers.

However, we were there to find and photograph the indigenous leafy 

sea dragon - delicate seahorses that have evolved into one of the most 

amazingly camouflaged animals in the sea. Early in the morning, still dark, 

we were picked up from the hotel by Dave and Anya from Underwater 

Sport Diving Centre. We headed south for just over an hour, getting our 

first sight of wallabies and kangaroos along the route. We were aiming 

Leafy seadragon

“We sampled a small number of reds and whites, while 
the owner explained that he grows grapes closer to 
the ocean than any other vineyard in the world”

Exploring under 
the jetty

to dive the old pier at Rapid Bay Jetty, which has recently been closed 

to fishermen due to the dilapidated state of many of its pillars. However, 

once kitted up, we slipped into the 12 degrees C water in our semi-dry 

suits and commenced our search for the elusive sea dragons. It wasn’t 

long before Anya beckoned us over; she had found an individual about 

a foot in length. We were particularly cautious to only take a handful of 

shots each as leafy sea dragons are known to be particularly delicate 

and photophobic. We moved away and spent the next 15 minutes or so 

searching in the seaweed to try and find another. And just as we were 

about to ascend, Caroline made her familiar underwater noises which 

signalled that she had spotted one. Again, we restricted ourselves to 

a handful of shots each before making the 4m ascent to the surface. 

Dave suggested that we move over to another part of the jetty named 

‘Aquarium’. We slipped into the somewhat chilly water, once again, and 

discovered an amazing wealth of colour and species diversity. Despite the 

fact the water was cool, the variety and colour of fish and coral was more 

akin to a tropical dive site. Probably the most impressive scene was the 

huge school of ‘old wife’ fish that barely seemed to move, apart from drift-

ing slightly backwards and forwards with the gentle swell. The colourful 

sponge-covered pier legs, where you could find several species of nudi-
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Playful juvenile
fur seal

branch, were fantastic. Eventually it was time to head back to the surface 

to warm up in the winter sun. Dave and Anya had another commitment 

later that afternoon so we commenced dismantling the kit and headed 

back into Adelaide to meet up with our friends, Huw and Jacalene, who 

had flown over from Sydney to help us on the wine tour.

The following morning we had something of a lie-in, although jetlag 

still had us wide-awake at 4am. Our first destination was in a small town 

called Hahndorf that had originally been built by German settlers in the 

19th century. With Huw volunteering to drive, we managed to spend a 

whole morning at the Hahndorf Hill winery sampling a fine array of reds 

and whites with owner Larry, while pairing them up to some of the most 

delightful chocolate to enhance the experience. We all agreed that the 

2012 Gruner Veltliner, a classic Austrian grape, stole the show. However, 

this was sold out and the 2015 bottle that we managed to smuggle 

home still needed some time in the bottle. The next day, we headed 

south to the McLaren Vale and once again were treated to a cacophony 

of flavours. Many of the wineries offer free tastings, but if you have a 

driver and you are not diving the next day then you can pay around $20 

Australian (about £10) and be given a fairly healthy amount of wines to 

taste, and usually, very good portions too.

Having spent the night in Port Victor, we said goodbye to our friends 

and headed off to catch the ferry to Kangaroo Island. The crossing takes 

about an hour and despite the cars being packed in tighter than a sardine 

in a can, we managed to drive off and be on the road to Kingscote in a 

matter of minutes. During the 40-minute drive, we managed to contact 

Great white shark off 
Dangerous Reef

Andrew from Kangaroo Island Marine Adventures and arranged to meet 

him at midday with weights and tanks so we could dive another jetty, 

well-known for more leafy sea dragons. Once again the water was 4-5m 

deep and within a few minutes, Caroline had found a friendly individual 

who appeared to be used to divers. With the same care as before, we took 

a handful of pictures each before moving off to look for more. It wasn’t 

long before I managed to spot a smaller one, about six inches long. This 

youngster was not quite as accommodating as the first one, so again, we 

took a handful of pictures and moved on. We failed to find any more leaf-



That little place we all want to go, at least for some part of our lives…  

Well, we found it. And we dived it. And we’ve made a place for you too. 

Sairee cottage diving is Koh Taos’ premier diving school. A PADI 5 Star IDC centre where you can dive the 

finest waters with masters of the art. Learn and dive with state of the art facilities and equipment, in the 

only dive centre in Koh Tao to hold the ‘Pure Air’ award by Bauer compressors. Whether it’s instructor 

courses, beginner classes or specialties, we have the course for you.

YOU’VE HEARD OF PARADISE? 

www.saireecottagediving.com
mail: info@saireecottagediving.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/SaireeCottageDivingKohTao

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Diving_KohTao

Blog: http://blog.saireecottagediving.com/

Life’s short. Make every dive count.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

HOW TO GET THERE
We flew with Singapore Airlines from Manchester 
to Adelaide. Singapore Airlines flies four times daily 
from London Heathrow and daily from Manchester to 
Singapore for onward connections to Australia.

WHEN TO GO
South Australia is an all-year-round destination, but 
the best time to go is in our winter time.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Tourist visa needed before travelling - it can be done 
online.

CURRENCY
Australian dollar (£1 = AUS$2).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
Adelaide is a vibrant city with plenty of nightlife, bars 
and restaurants. We loved Bread and Bone Wood Grill 
for its great burgers.

VERDICT
South Australia is an exciting destination for any diver 
and non-diver alike. With a hire car, you can tour the 
area easily and take in wonderful scenery, wines, 
wildlife and diving.FreeVectorMaps.com

Coral and sponge 
growth is impressive

“It was only once we were back on the RIB that we realised the 
site is a preferred hunting ground for great white sharks”

Leafy seadragon

ies so after another 20 minutes of searching, we surfaced.

The next day we had a personal guided tour in a 4x4 with a second-

generation local called Mary. Large areas of land had been given to 

returning soldiers after the war, but for various reasons, many of the 

farmers had failed and many of the smaller towns and villages are now 

occupied by an ageing population. She took us for a walk in the bush, 

where we came to within a few metres of wallabies and kangaroos. The 

kangaroos on the island have evolved to be a bit smaller, a bit fluffier and 

with smaller ears. She also took us to Seal Bay, which is the largest sea lion 

colony in Australia. Our final destination with Mary was to a vineyard, on 

the coast line, called Bay of Shoals winery. We introduced ourselves to 

the owner and sampled a small number of his reds and whites, while he 

explained that he grows grapes closer to the ocean than any other vine-

yard in the world. We were both particularly impressed by the quality and 

standard of his wines, especially considering how small the setup was.

The following day we were diving again and headed west for an hour 

to a place called Western River where we parked up and carried our 

cameras down to the beach. Within a few minutes, Andrew had appeared 

with Nina and we wandered out to the rib before heading further west to 

a spot well-known for its leafy sea dragons. But swells had been building 

up, and finding a leafy sea dragon in the moving kelp was impossible. 

However, as soon as we had decided to call it a day, three young fur seals, 

with their enormous eyes, decided that we looked fun to play with. With 

the surf above our heads, and the swell making it really difficult to hold a 

position we spent another 20 minutes photographing the inquisitive sea 

hounds. It was only once we were back on the RIB that we realised the 

site is a preferred hunting ground for great white sharks.

In the morning, we packed the car and headed back to the jetty, 

crossed the sound and returned to Adelaide. In the evening we met up 

with another friend and his family, who took us to their favourite Chinese 

restaurant on Gouger Street. The following morning we were drop-

ping off a hire car at the airport and heading out to Port Lincoln to join 

Andrew Fox on a Rodney Fox shark expedition. However, on the way to 

the airport, we had arranged to meet up with Rodney and his wife Kay to 

interview Rodney about his experiences with great white sharks, and of 

course, ‘the’ attack.

When we arrived in Port Lincoln and met up with Rodney’s son 

Andrew, who now runs the shark expeditions, the weather was looking 

ominous and the whole trip was under threat. However, after discus-

sions with his captain and crew, they decided that if we headed out at 

about 4am, we could beat the worst of it and be in a relatively sheltered 

bay before the swells got too big. Our great white shark adventures over 

the next four days can be followed in a future edition of Sport Diver - so 

watch this space. �





GAVIN ANDERSON is excited to finally get into the water with
basking sharks in his native Scotland 

Photographs by GAVIN ANDERSON

SCOTLAND
Basking sharks of
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W
e met on the little jetty opposite the Regent Ho-

tel in Oban at 8am. Along with nine other tourists 

from Russia, Belgium, Sweden and England, we 

were all excited at the chance of a lifetime - a 

close-up encounter with a real marine monster. 

For me, the fact that this trip was right on my 

own doorstep made me wonder why I hadn’t 

done this before, but this is probably because until recently it wasn’t as 

easy to make such a trip within a day. 

Shane Wasik set up Basking Shark Scotland in 2012 after he saw a gap 

in the market. He saw a chance to offer one-, two- and three-day trips 

to snorkel with basking sharks in the months of June, July and August, 

using exceptionally fast and comfortable boats. With  his experience and 

organisational skills, he is bringing this experience a whole lot closer to 

not only divers like myself, but also the general public and, in fact, anyone 

who can swim. Like Shane, I had been waiting patiently for this year’s big 

event, when large numbers of sharks turn up for the annual plankton 

feast, but due to the exceptionally cold water through winter and spring, 

the big plankton blooms that attract the sharks that normally happen in 

July hadn’t really got going yet.

Basking sharks are the world’s second-biggest fish and can grow the 

size of a double-decker bus.  A few years back, fish that size were encoun-

tered on occasion, but sharks are more normally three to four metres. 

Sadly, the larger sharks seemed to have all but disappeared, overfished or 

caught up and drowned in fishing nets. Their species name, Cetorhinus, 

Code of Practice
Basking Shark Scotland follows guidance from the Scottish Marine Wild-

life Watching Code. When taking customers in the water with the sharks, 

the following procedures apply:

• Shark’s positions and movement, carefully assessed by skipper and 

minimum distances applied.

• Shark’s behaviour and surroundings will be assessed prior to entering 

the water.

• All encounters swimming/snorkel only - no scuba.

• All encounters will be supervised by a guide.

• Maximum four customers and guide in with an individual shark.

• Swimmers will be dropped upstream or offshore of the shark/s allowing 

the shark/s to come to us, or we swim into general area and wait.

• Minimal splashing and thrashing, silent entries only.

• Absolutely no touching of the sharks.

• No flash photography.

• Max 30 minutes with individual sharks.

NB: There are a number of other procedures, behaviours and activities 

that are performed in addition to the above list to ensure they have zero 

impact.

The gaping mouth of a 
feeding basking shark

The sharks circle 
on the surface

Basking shark cruises 
under the boat

comes from the Greek name Ketos, meaning ‘monster’, but we know they 

are actually harmless plankton-feeders. Identifiable by their large, broad 

dorsal fin and sweeping tail fin, they often come to the surface where 

they hoover up rich pockets of plankton, mouths wide ajar. Sea condi-

tions need to be good to spot and snorkel with them, as on rough days 

the sharks stay deeper beneath the water and are impossible to see.  It 

was then Shane saw his opportunity. I’d first met when he worked at 

Deep Sea World during the 1990s. There he loved working with sharks 

and basically has continued to work in an area he loved so much and has 

now become his own boss.   Using Redbay Stormforce RIBs operated by 

the Smith brothers, Cameron and Struan of Coastal Connection, Shane 

has cleverly combined his and their skills to offer something very unique.  

His vision of providing great leadership, exceptional comfort and safety, 

yet with low impact on the sharks, has been so successful that it led to 

Basking Shark Scotland being placed first in the Lonely Planet’s Most Eco-

Friendly Destination to Swim with Sharks in its first full year of operation. 

From Oban, it took just an hour to reach the village of picture-postcard 

Tobermory, the setting for the kid’s TV series Balamory and the departure 

point for various wildlife-watching safaris to see rare white-tailed eagles, 

golden eagles, corn crake, otters, seals and an abundance of other mam-

mals and birds. Here we had quick toilet breaks before heading out west 



Rare shot of a basker swimming 
with its mouth closed

www.sportdiver.co.uk

Basking Shark Scotland
Basking Shark Scotland offers one-, two- and three-day basking shark 

swimming and wildlife excursions to the Inner Hebrides. They can 

combine tours with snorkelling with seals and in other amazing wild 

swimming spots.  They also run the Coll of the Sharks Festival, the annual 

basking shark festival based on the Isle of Coll, with six days of shark and 

marine-based events, including basking shark trips. 

www.baskingsharkscotland.co.uk

for Coll and Tiree, where the real action would take place.  Everyone on-

board gets involved as spotters and is told to be on the look out for not 

only the tell-tail signs of a basking shark - one big dorsal fin and a small 

tail fin cruising on the surface - but also for whales and dolphins, which 

also come to the area to feed. We’re told how to target our binoculars and 

camera lenses on areas called tide lines, where two currents coverage 

and plankton levels are concentrated - it’s where the basking sharks like 

to feed. You never know what you can spot up here,’ Shane tells us - a 

couple of weeks previous, a small pod of orcas had been seen in the area!    

On reaching Coll, we cruised slowly along close to the shore but saw 

nothing - patience is required. Shane has a 75 percent success rate for 

seeing and swimming with sharks, so there was no need to panic yet.

Shane decided to try for a known hotspot, asking Cameron to head for 

the channel between Coll and Gunna Island. Everyone is expectant, and it 

was not long before we were in luck.    “There, over there,” shouted Shane 

and we all clambered up towards the front of the boat for our first sight-

ing of a basking shark.   For the next half an hour, we cruised round spot-

ting shark after shark and eventually after a briefing on codes of conduct, 

etc, we kitted up. All that’s needed are 5-7mm wetsuits, mask, snorkel 

and fins, oh and in my case a camera. We waited for Cameron to drop 

us well up current from where there were now not one, but two sharks.  

Slipping underwater it seemed I’d got beginner’s luck as I soon found the 

huge gaping mouth of a four-metre shark heading right towards me, its 

gill-rakers pulsating as it filtered tonnes of water and plankton. It was an 

amazing sight and one I’d dreamed of seeing for a long time.  Seeing the 

wide-open-mouth-full-of-gill-rakers view of the shark was great, but I was 

also lucky enough to get a more-unusual closed mouth as it swam within 

touching distance of me. We were supposed to stay at least four metres 

from the sharks, but if the shark swims towards you then that’s okay. As 

I watched the shark slowly swim off with its long tail fin gently wafting 

the murky water, I was reminded of my experience with whalesharks off 

Mozambique. Both are equally enjoyable, but seeing this basking shark 

feeding in my own backyard seemed just a little extra special. It’s thanks 

to Shane for making it more possible that I have at last achieved this 

encounter.

Having seen and photographed one, I was hungry for more and 

over the next 20 minutes, I swam my little legs off trying to get close to 

another three sharks! Getting close and keeping up with a shark moving 

at two knots isn’t easy. One needs to swim in the direction of where you 

think a shark is heading, but the problem is basking sharks don’t swim in 

straight lines! They do figure of eights and circles, swimming where the 

plankton blooms are most concentrated.

Relatively little is known about the basking shark. Adult females are 

thought to give birth about once every four years to five or six pups, 

and their two- to three-year gestation period makes the populations ex-

Basking sharks are 
truly immense

tremely vulnerable to over-fishing. In countries such as Britain, Malta, New 

Zealand and parts of the USA, they are protected, but they are still fished 

for in many areas for their fins for shark-fin soup and cartilage for use in 

traditional Chinese medicine and as an aphrodisiac in Japan. Incredibly 

they were hunted for their livers as recently as 1994 in Scotland’s Firth of 

Clyde. The livers are used for a number of medicinal products, including 

haemorrhoid cream, while its skin is made into leather and its flesh into 

fishmeal.  Since 2012, Scottish Natural Heritage and the University of Ex-

eter in a joint project have been monitoring their movements by tagging. 

In 2012, 20 sharks were tagged, in 2013 it was 27. Many of the tags stayed 

on the sharks for between 40 and 80 days, but five of the sharks tagged in 

August last year still had their tags on. At the time of writing this - 17 April 

- one shark was off Portugal, another off France, one southwest of Ireland 

and two north of Spain.

Depth data collected so far has shown that sharks mainly occupy the 

top 250m of the water column, although two sharks were recorded down 

at 1,000m, off the edge of the continental shelf.

The project uploads the information to the web and invites the public 

to name the sharks. In 2012 the tag on a shark called Elgol was live for 326 

days, the shark heading as far as the south west of Portugal.

As well as tagging, there have been aerial surveys. In the summer of 

2012, up to 900 sharks were supposedly spotted on one day.  With a 

limit of about four snorkelers and one guide in the water at once, we 

alternated in groups of three, but in fact I was able to stay in a bit longer 

as some of our group tired quickly. Swimming fast after a big fish in a 

thick wetsuit tends to tire most people pretty quickly. On one of my 

snorkels, I ended up swimming right among a rich concentration of krill 

and watched basking shark after basking shark circle round feasting just 

two or three metres in front of me.  At the end of the day as we headed 

home we reckoned we’d seen over a dozen different baskers. Shane was 

looking a lot more relaxed and had a broad smile on his face, one of relief 

and contentment. I was incredibly happy - at last I’d seen a basker in my 

own backyard. �







WILL HARRISON visits the southern reaches of the
Caribbean island chain to see what Grenada 

offers holidaying divers
Photographs by WILL HARRISON and PETER SEUPEL
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The best of
Turks and Caicos Islands

Scuba Diving
West Caicos • Pine Cay • Northwest Point • Grace Bay • French Cay

Tel: Island (001) 649 946 5040 or US (001) 954 351 9771 
or email: diving@diveprovo.com

www.diveprovo.com
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WE ARE THE SPECIALIST FOR THESE
WONDERFUL CARIBBEAN ISLANDS

They include islands that have been voted:
�  BEST SHORE DIVING IN THE WORLD
�  BEST WRECK DIVING IN THE CARIBBEAN
�  BEST SNORKELLING
�  BEST FOR UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY
�  BEST LEARNER DIVER’S DESTINATION

We tailor-make holidays for divers and non-divers. We are the
preferred tour operator - with exclusive rates - for many resorts

on these islands. Contact us for a holiday quotation...

www.caribbeanfuntravel.co.uk
info@caribbeanfuntravel.co.uk  �  01604 88 29 29

Bonaire Grenada Curacao Saba Aruba St. Martin
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It isn’t hard to see how 
Car Pile gained its name

Grenada is stunning 
topside

F
rom up here, among the steep hills, I can see into the past: 

a weaving Caribbean coastline under Imperial rule; masted 

warships at anchor in the harbour; a fortress’ cannons 

pointed out to sea. The language that fills the air is English, 

the French tongue that had previously been imposed on 

Grenadians now whispered behind closed doors and under 

the shade of distant avocado trees. St George’s Harbour is 

alive with noise and activity: fruit peddlers and fishermen, colonial traders 

and military men, young sailors and exiled criminals at journey’s end. Salty 

sea breezes mix with the tangy and bitter notes of cinnamon and cocoa. 

Crates of green bananas and oranges wait to be hauled aboard depart-

ing merchant ships. Rum rations too. And there, making its way through 

the neck of the harbour, into the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic beyond, is 

a ghostly vessel laden with the most precious cargo of all: nutmeg. It is 

a spice that came from Indonesia aboard the very same ships that now 

export it to Europe. It is a spice that has affected global trade routes and 

started wars. It is a spice that will shape the island’s future.

European visitors continue to arrive to Grenada’s shores today, though 

they now carry passports and factor 50 rather than muskets and a 

bloated sense of self. The creaking wooden hulls of colonial sail ships may 

have been replaced by an armada of private yachts, and the cannons at 

Fort George may have been silenced by social progress, but the avocado 

and banana trees remain, the nutmeg trade continues to boom, and Gre-

nada’s turquoise waters continue to dazzle beneath a bone-warming sun.

And it is beneath those beautiful waters that I have spent the past 

week discovering colourful reefs, world-renowned shipwrecks and man-

made sculptures. It has been a week of excitement, discovery and, courte-

sy of completing my PADI Advanced Rebreather Diver course, education. 

Grenada’s colonial past plays a strong role in its cultural and social identity 

- the historical stone forts, the many French town names, the structure 

of government - but diving is becoming an increasingly more significant 

Divers descend on the 
bow of the MV
Veronica L

“The MV Veronica L is one of the most photogenic wrecks 
I have ever dived and an absolute must for those 
armed with cameras”

part of the island nation’s modern day makeup, and for good reason. 

When people talk about scuba diving in Grenada, two topics tend 

to dominate conversation: the Bianca C shipwreck and the Underwater 

Sculpture Park. The former is a 180-metre-long cruise ship that sank in 

1961, the latter a collection of life-size figurines and statues committed to 

the seabed in the name of art and marine conservation. Both are unique 

spectacles and make for hugely enjoyable underwater experiences. But 

diving in Grenada isn’t just about these two headline acts. The supporting 

cast of smaller wrecks and healthy reefs comfortably fill a week’s diving 

and are especially fun for photographers or people with a penchant for 

the smaller stuff - I’ve never seen so many seahorses. But all that would 

come in good time. To start the week off we headed straight for the 

Bianca C...

The Bianca C’s history is a fascinating one. In her days above the water-

line, the ship experienced both the ravages of war and calm of peacetime 

tourism, had four different names and, most remarkably, sank twice. Built 

during World War Two, the Marechal Petain - as she was called then - was 

torpedoed by German forces off the southern coast of France before 

construction work had been completed. Several name changes later, and 

having been bought by the Italian cruise ship company Costa, she set sail 



Aquanauts Grenada
Owned by German couple Peter and Gerlinde Seupel, Aquanauts Gre-

nada is one of the island’s best known and most respected dive centres. 

Offering a wide range of PADI courses, and situated alongside the True 

Blue Bay Resort, it offers something for all divers. 

The centre is extremely well run, with up to three boats going out daily 

depending on diver numbers and courses. Recreational divers will board 

their designated vessel each day to find their equipment loaded for them, 

while rebreather divers can make the most of an impeccably well main-

tained rebreather room for all their gear requirements. 

The staff are informative, friendly and love their diving. 

With several decades under their belts working in the Caribbean, Peter 

and Gerlinde know how to look after their guests. Ultimately, Aquanauts 

Grenada offers fun and safe diving - visitors will be hard pushed to find a 

better company to dive with. www.aquanautsgrenada.com

The Lost Correspondent 
hard at work

Air pocket inside 
the Shakem

The MV Veronica L is a 
dream for photographers

for the Caribbean loaded with holidaymakers. While docked in Grenada an explo-

sion tore through the engine room, killing one of the crewmen and injuring several 

others. While being towed out and away from the main harbour and anchorage, the 

Bianca C’s towlines were overcome by a strong squall and snapped. She sank soon 

after.

Dropping down onto a shipwreck the size of the Bianca C is something not often 

encountered on a dive. Even in the relatively poor visibility experienced on that 

first day, the sight of the ‘Titanic of the Caribbean’ appearing through the haze was 

something special - the deck that disappears into the distance, the hull that curves 

into the deep, the comic minuteness of my buddy against the vastness of the vessel. 

It is an enormous wreck, and as we made our way toward the bow I felt as if I were 

finning along some sort of underwater conveyor belt, the roll of coral-clad metal be-

neath me seemingly endless. For a ship that has been at the mercy of the elements 

(including hurricanes) for more than 50 years, she is in good condition and wears her 

battle scars well. It’s a great wreck and a great dive. 

But it’s not the best wreck dive off Grenada. Not in my opinion, anyway. Yes, she 

has history, majesty and enough to keep divers occupied over the course of several 

dives, and she would also make for a great tech dive, but there are two far smaller 

vessels that I found more captivating, and while both would likely lose their lure after 

a few dives due to their relatively diminutive size, as far as first impressions go…

The MV Veronica L is one of the most photogenic wrecks I have ever dived and 

an absolute must for those armed with cameras. Visiting photographers will need 

to dive it at least twice - once with a wide-angle lens to capture the stunning, soft 

coral-covered hull, and once with a macro lens to photograph the nudibranchs and 

seahorses found on and around the wreck. The uniformity of the red corals that 

cover the ship from rudder to bow is startlingly beautiful, particularly on a clear day 

with the sun high in the sky. The proliferation of life is a consequence of the vessel 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
GRENADA

HOW TO GET THERE
British Airways and Virgin Atlantic both fly to Grenada 
via St Lucia. Alternatively, visitors can fly to other 
Caribbean islands, such as Antigua, and island hop 
down with LIAT, but this is more time consuming. 

WHEN TO GO
You can dive Grenada all year-round. The island has 
been hit by hurricanes in the past, so it’s worth bearing 
this in mind when choosing your dates. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Brits need a valid passport with six months to expiry. 

CURRENCY
The Eastern Caribbean Dollar (£1 = 3.8XCD)

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
True Blue Bay Resort offers some simple but excellent 
options at their restaurant on Dodgy Dock. For those 
who decide to head elsewhere for food - and there 
are plenty of options - you can’t beat Dodgy Dock for a 
post-dive beer. 

VERDICT
Grenada is a charming and beautiful island that offers 
plenty for divers of all levels.FreeVectorMaps.com

Divers should make 
the most of their no-fly 
time and explore 
the island 

The Nutmeg 
Princess

“This is an especially powerful sight on the ‘Vicissitudes’ piece, 
where the weathering of the installation and growth of coral 
on the children’s faces represents the passage of time”

lying in less than 15m. It is a great spot for divers of all experience levels, 

but particularly those who are just getting started. 

Courtesy of its cement cargo, the MV Shakem never stood a chance 

when it started taking on water during a run in 2001. Now in 30m and a 

short distance from St George’s harbour, she’s an accessible and enjoy-

able wreck dive. With prop still present and plenty above deck to keep 

divers busy - the bridge, gangways and foremast to name a few - this is 

a must-dive. Having not yet been on the seabed for 15 years, the array 

of coral that has colonised the ship is impressive and the marine life that 

surrounds it is varied. Batfish, filefish and barracuda all made appearances.

Having dived these wrecks at least once each, as well as other notable 

sites such as Car Pile (which, I must admit, was a very pleasant surprise) 

and an assortment of excellent reefs, such as Black Forest, Purple Rain and 

Quarantine, it was time to visit the Underwater Sculpture Park…

Grenada’s Underwater Sculpture Park was a world first when it was cre-

ated. Located in the sheltered Moliniere Bay, the park is home to a variety 

of sculptures by several different artists, with the most recent statue 

going down only last year. It makes for an interesting dive, offers excellent 

photo opportunities and has brought to life a relatively barren area of 

the seabed that divers would have otherwise disregarded. Some of the 

original works are now encrusted in coral growth. This is an especially 

powerful sight on the ‘Vicissitudes’ piece, where the weathering of the 

installation and growth of coral on the children’s faces represents the 

passage of time and the ageing process. Other pieces include a mermaid 

and a man riding a bicycle. My favourite piece, however, is ‘The Lost Cor-

respondent’, a lone figure sat at a typewriter surrounded by the imposing 

walls of a natural gully - his eternal office.  

New to the seabed is the Nutmeg Princess, a beautiful creation that de-

picts a fairytale princess bursting from a nutmeg pod, arms outstretched, 

a cluster of smaller pods clamped within her fingers. The piece was 

created in homage to a popular Grenadian story, the Spice Island’s love 

affair with nutmeg given a modern twist. Like a freediver returning to the 

surface, she looks poised to break the waterline and swim for shore. 

During my time on Grenada I spent plenty of time both below and 

above the waterline, from the deeper portions of the Bianca C to the lofty 

heights of the inland hills that taper up and away from the coast. The 

island is gorgeous and its past fascinating, albeit bloody - even its modern 

history is blighted by a coup and a US invasion under Reagan. But there is 

something timeless here, an indefinable relentlessness. 

Grenada is a place where freighters filled with nutmeg and rum depart 

for lands afar, only now under the thrust of aeroplane engines rather than 

billowing sails atop wooden decks. Regardless of the nature of the vessels 

that move above it, the turquoise water that surrounds this Caribbean 

island is as beautiful as it ever was. Only now there are divers in it. �



www.aquanautsgrenada.com

TECHNICAL  
DIVING/REBREATHER

All about silent  

diving and technical  

diving on the island

SCUBA  
COURSES

Our instructors are 

keen to share their 

knowledge with you

SCUBA  
DIVING

Secure your seat  

and save by  

booking online!

PRIVATE  
CHARTER

Treat yourselves:  

get your own boat  

& private guide

Telephone: 001 (473) 444-1126          Email: Sportdiver@aquanautsgrenada
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SCHOLARSHIP DIARY
The Our World-Underwater Scholarship Society is a non-profit, educational organisation 
whose mission is to promote educational activities associated with the underwater 
world. It has offered scholarships for more than 35 years. 
owuscholarship.org

Text by DANNY COPELAND

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH THE BIG, BAD BULLS

G
etting my camera set up and ready for action, I hugged the 

reef slope as I descended down into the gloom. We reached 

the rocky outcrop where the other guests were already 

sitting, looking on into the Arena - the show had already 

started. Once we hit the 30m mark, I waited patiently behind Manoa, one 

of the experienced shark feeders, as he assessed today’s performance. At 

least 30-40 bull sharks had turned up for today’s feed - a typical turnout 

for the low season. A few seconds later he turned to me, signalled that it 

was okay, and beckoned me over. It was time. I was being given a very rare 

privilege to enter the Arena itself. I was going over the wall!

Following a brief stop-over in Australia for Christmas and New Year, my first 

major adventure of 2016 saw me taking off to the hot and humid islands 

of the South Pacific. More specifically, I arrived in Pacific Habour in Fiji to 

spend ten days diving with the gang at Beqa Adventure Divers (or BAD, for 

short) to see how they run arguably one of the greatest dives in the world 

- the famous bull shark dives of Shark Reef Marine Reserve.

If you haven’t visited before, let me give you a quick run-down. The main 

dive begins with a descent down to 30m, where guests sit along a des-

ignated area behind a small wall of coral. In front of them lies the Arena, 

where Manoa, Tubbi and their team feed a 30-plus aggregation of three to 

four metre bull sharks. It is an unbelievably impressive sight to behold, and 

certainly adrenaline-filled as the sharks have no qualms with swimming 

close during a fly-by. For those that might be wondering, it’s all perfectly 

safe - a team of Divemasters armed with wide and blunt poles respectfully 

push away any shark that gets a little too close for comfort. After about 

10-12 minutes, the divers ascend further up the reef to another desig-

nated area around 10m deep. Here senior shark feeder Pappa, donned in 

a chainmail suit, hand feeds smaller grey reef sharks that swoop in past 

the onlookers to grab a tuna head from Pappa’s hand. Ten minutes later, Danny Copeland

everyone ascends up to 4m for the third and final part of the dive, where 

Pappa sets about feeding the smaller black-tip and white-tip reef sharks 

against a backdrop of well-lit and healthy Fijian corals. Easily the best safety 

stop ever!

While a definite highlight, diving with the sharks was not the only reason 

I came to visit BAD’s diving operation - I wanted to learn more about the 

conservation and community side of Shark Reef and BAD’s shark dive, and 

how it all came to be, in the hope that I may apply some of the lessons 

learnt here to other parts of the world where I will work in the future. 

The shark dive was originally established not for the primary purpose of 

providing an adrenaline-filled experience for divers, but instead as a means 

of creating an incentive to protect the sharks and reefs of Fiji. In the early 

days, BAD worked with scientists to study the reefs and shark populations 

around Fiji to identify the best place for establishing a sanctuary. They then 

set about protecting the area dubbed as Shark Reef from fishing activity, 

by introducing what is known as the Shark Levy. This levy, charged to each 

customer that would come to dive with BAD on Shark Reef, is given to the 

local villages of Wainiyabia and Galoa that own the historic fishing rights 

of the reef. In exchange for the levy, BAD were allowed to start their shark 

feeding operations on the reef while the fishermen agreed not to fish 

within the area. Over time, more and more sharks began to be drawn in 

from surrounding waters, as were more and more divers as the promise of 

seeing sharks became more reliable. In addition to the initial and growing 

incentive to protect the reef brought on by the shark levy, the local villages 

began to see improved catches of reef fish when fishing outside of the 

boundaries of the reserve that BAD had established. Everyone in the area 

began to better understand the importance and benefit of protecting not 

just the sharks, but the local reefs. So much so that, with sponsorship from 

BAD, some villagers gained jobs as wardens to start policing and enforcing 

the no-fishing rules around Shark Reef, while others became trained up as 

the next generation of shark feeders and Divemasters. It quickly became a 

win-win scenario, both for people, and the sharks and reefs. After ten years 

of working with the locals and the government, in 2014 the Shark Reef 

Marine Reserve became officially recognised as Fiji’s first Marine National 

Park., with BAD entrusted with its management and enforcement.

It was a privilege to spend my time in Fiji with the BAD team and their lo-

cal bull sharks. In today’s world, it’s no longer enough to expect all people 

from an array of cultures to care about protecting species and environ-

ments for their intrinsic value alone. The reality is that there often needs to 

be a clear economic incentive to initially build that connection between 

people and the marine ecosystems they depend upon. Beqa Adventure 

Divers, and the bull shark dive at SRMR, is not only an incredible must-

do experience for any self-respecting diver - it is an incredible, rare, and 

real-world example of marine conservation done right, where all parties 

benefit. �





SCUBALABWHAT’S NEW

SEAC SUB SMART | £249 (€322.90)

SEALIFE MICRO HD 2.0 | £429 (€263) SOPRAS SUB COMPACT LITE | £350 (€453.88)

Maximum resistance and 
functionality are the key 
features of this model, which 
is fitted with Safety Release 
weight pockets - a system 
that combines practicality, 
efficiency and effectiveness. 
The ideal solution for those 
who love to travel, and who 
want optional management 
of the ballast weights in the 
jacket.
The outer bladder material is 
PU-coated Cordura 1000, 
and the inner bladder is 
PU-coated Cordura 500. 
There are three pull dump 
valves, and six stainless steel D-rings. 
www.seacsub.com

Following on from the popular Micro HD, the 2.0 has the same great 
features as its predecessor but with up to 64GB internal memory 
– enough for 25,000 plus 16-megapixel still images or 12 plus hours full 
1080P HD video.
The high-resolution Sony image sensor makes for razor-sharp, colourful 
still images, the WiFi function means they can be shared to your laptop, 
tablet or smartphone quickly and easily, and the permanently sealed 
body requires no O-ring maintenance, so there is no risk of flooding.
www.sealife.com

Lightweight BCDs are currently very in-demand because of the 
ever-increasing charges at airports for baggage, and the Sopas Sub 
Compact Lite is a dinky wing complete with small pockets, and rings and 
buckles made from anodised aluminium. There is also a version made 
from ultra-tough Kevlar, which costs £380. Both versions prodive 15kg 
of lift – more than enough for all kinds of diving.
www.soprassub.com

Fourth Element’s take on the 
shawl neck jumper. With a 
slim-fitting yet chunky knit 
style, the Anchorage 
sweater belies excellent 
thermal performance with 
its traditional appearance, 
thanks to the Technowool 
blend of polyester and 80 
percent sustainable wool.
Handwash cold.
www.fourthelement.com

FOURTH ELEMENT ANCHORAGE NAVY BLUE  
£69.95 (€90.71)



FOURTH ELEMENT ISLAY PURPLE | £89.95 (€116.65)

A true technical performer, in disguise… Zip-through hooded jacket 
made from Polartec Thermal Pro - high loft, extreme warmth fabric that 
is lightweight but high performance. The perfect post-dive warm-up top.
www.fourthelement.com

This Sopras Sub undersuit is designed to be used under any drysuit, and 
is available in 200gr (£124) or 400gr (£130) material. Both thicknesses 
come with a mesh bag for storage.
www.soprassub.com

The Element range from Scubapro is a complete new line of freediving 
equipment. With a price to suit everybody, the range offers high-end 
products as well as those ideal for dive schools. A wide number of 
accessories are available in addition to the steamers and ABC 
equipment.
www.scubapro.co.uk

SOPRAS SUB UNDERSUIT | £124-£130 (€160.80-€168.58)

SCUBAPRO ELEMENT FREEDIVING RANGE 
from £7.90 (€10.28)

SEAC SUB FOX | £29.90 (€38.77)

Versatile mask with low inner volume, foldable buckles, and micrometric 
quick adjustment with dual-button Easy Touch System. It features a 
highly adaptable anatomic skirt in Comfort High-Quality Silicone with 
differentiated thickness, and smooth edges increase the comfort and 
avoid leaving lines on the face, even after prolonged use.
It can be fitted with optical lenses from -1.0 to -6.0.
www.seacsub.com



SCUBALABGEAR GUIDE
Each month, the Sport Diver test team 
assembles to rate and review a selection 
of diving equipment from a range of 
manufacturers. This issue:
Masks priced over £30

MASKS. There is a vast array of masks on the market these 

days, so we have split them into two price brackets - under £30, 

and over £30. This issue we will be looking at the higher end of 

the scale. We tried the masks for fit, how easy the straps/clips 

were to adjust, the range of up, down and peripheral vision, and 

how quick and easy they were to flush clear from a partial and 

full flood. As it was nearly Christmas, I was kind to the Test Team 

and the review took place in the Blue Planet Aquarium (www.

blueplanetaquarium.co.uk), where the water was a toasty 25 

degrees C. But they know all too well that the decidedly more 

chilly waters of Vivian Quarry in Snowdonia National Park, North 

Wales, are lurking just around the corner for the forthcoming 

regulator reviews.

MODELS
• Aqualung Look 
• Atomic Venom Frameless
• Bare Duo C
• Beaver Ghost
• Hollis M3
• Mares X-Vu Liquidskin
• Oceanic Cyanea
• Scubapro Synergy Twin
• Seac Sub Hero
• Sherwood Allure
• Typhoon Metal X

DATE TESTED 11/12/15

WATER TEMPERATURE
25 degrees C

Test dives conducted at Blue 
Planet Aquarium

Masks on test
MARK EVANS
• Sport Diver editor
• PADI Divemaster
• 30 years of diving 
  experience

WILL HARRISON
• Sport Diver deputy  
   editor
• PADI TEC 50
• 6 years of diving 
  experience

BARRY
HENDERSON
• Rope access
   specialist
• NAUI OW Diver
• 5 years of diving 
  experience

THE TEST TEAM

MATT MARTIN
• Dive officer, Blue 
   Planet Aquarium
• PADI OWSI
• 10 years of diving 
  experience



BEFORE YOU HIT THE WATER: During the manufacturing process, mask skirts are injected with a releasing agent that helps 
them pop out of their moulds. This chemical tends to leach out of the silicone and onto the mask lens, contaminating it. To 
remove, scrub the lens on both sides with any mild liquid abrasive or even toothpaste and then rinse thoroughly.

AQUALUNG LOOK | £50 (€65) ATOMIC VENOM FRAMELESS | £112 (€146)

WE LIKE
Build quality, performance, clips

WE LIKE
Comfort, performance, build quality, 
lifetime guarantee

WE DON’T LIKE
Looks split opinion

WE DON’T LIKE
Price

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: Stiff but comfortable skirt, 
excellent swivelling quick-release 
clips, easy to clear and a 
reasonable field of vision all 
round. Folds flat for storage in a 
pocket or thigh pouch. The metal 
insert along the top of the frame 
adds additional rigidity to the 
mask, and well as adding an 
element of ‘bling’ to what is 
otherwise a fairly old-school 
design of twin-lens mask.  

MATT: Quite a dated design, a 
fairly basic, traditional twin-lens 
mask. The strap is quite thin, don’t 
know how it would handle general 
diver abuse over time, but the 
clips are well designed and easy to 
adjust. Vision-wise, peripheral was 
average, but downward seemed 
very limiting. Comfortable 
enough, and quick and easy to 
clear. 

BARRY: I actually like the looks of 
this mask - the iPhone white and 
black, with the addition of the 
metal insert, makes for a good 
combo. It didn’t really fit me that 
well, but think that is more down 
to the shape of my head than the 
mask itself! The strap and clips 
are easy to adjust, and the low 
profile means it is simple to clear. 
The all-round vision is average.

MARK: The Atomic Venom 
Frameless is by far the most-
expensive mask on test, and while 
I don’t know if it quite warrants 
such a hefty price - though it does 
have a lifetime guarantee - it is a 
fabulous mask. The red-and-black 
colour scheme is eye-catching, 
and the ‘gummy bear’ (yes, that is 
the name given to it in the States!) 
material used for the skirt is 
super-soft and almost bonds with 
your skin, meaning zero leaks. It is 
quite a large mask, but still low 
profile, so the field of vision is 
good, and it is easy to clear. 
Excellent clips and strap. 

MATT: Extremely comfortable 
mask, with very easy to adjust 
clips, and a well-designed strap. I 
like the looks of the Venom 
Frameless, especially in the 
black-and-red finish, and it 

actually doesn’t feel as big as it is 
once it is on your face. Easy to 
clear despite its size. That is a 
mega price tag, but with the 
lifetime guarantee, this could 
potentially be the last mask you’d 
ever buy.

BARRY: Comfy as a pair of carpet 
slippers! I think the Venom looks 
awesome, and it is just ridiculously 
comfortable. It is easy to clear, 
and is equipped with a great strap 
and excellent clips. The 
performance vision-wise is 
average, but overall a great mask, 
even at that price.



GET COMFORTABLE: Check the clip system to make sure the buckles are functioning, then put on the mask for the intiial 
strap adjustment. Ensure the headband portion of the strap is centred on the back of your head and pull tight as necessary, 
being careful not to pull the straps too tight.

BEAVER GHOST | £52.40 (€68)

WE LIKE
Build quality, comfort, reflective 
lenses

WE DON’T LIKE
Reflective lenses can have 
drawbacks

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: The Oakleys of dive 
masks! Very distinctive thanks to 
the reflective coating on the 
lenses, which is aimed to replace 
lost colours as you get deeper. I 
have used this mask in the Red 
Sea, and it does actually work, 
however, on the downside, it is not 
ideal for wreck penetration or 
caverns. Super-soft skirt is very 
comfortable, and the metal frame 
looks nifty, but the clips are quite 
dated. Not so good for instructors, 
where they want their students to 
be able to see their eyes. 

MATT: Awesome looks. Very 1970s 
Mafia. Comfortable, and easy to 
clear. I could see this being ideal 
for reef diving, and also 
spearfishing, but as Mark said, the 
reflective coating wouldn’t be 
very helpful in an overhead 
environment where it can get very 

dark. Robustly constructed.
 
BARRY: I agree with Matt on the 
looks - totally awesome. 
Extremely comfortable because of 
the very soft skirt, and easy to 
clear as it is relatively low profile. 
The performance vision-wise is 
just average, though, and while 
there are benefits to the reflective 
coating, I can see some negatives 
as well (not being able to see your 
buddy’s eyes, in wrecks, etc).

BARE DUO C | £39.95 (€52)

WE LIKE
Looks, performance, comfort, price

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: Nice, simple, 
straightforward twin-lens mask 
with a modern design. It is 
lightweight but feels durable, and 
thanks to the low profile, is easy 
to clear. The peripheral and 
downward vision is excellent. 
Decent clips and strap. Quite a 
stiff skirt, but still comfortable. A 
bargain price against many of the 
others in the test. 

MATT: Fairly basic looks, though 
the frame design still makes it 
look more modern than some of 
its rivals. Comfortable enough, 
with easy-to-adjust clips and strap. 
The field of view is quite wide, but 
downwards was more limited. 
Very easy to clear. Good value for 
money. 

BARRY: Good all-round mask. It 
isn’t going to set the world alight 

design-wise, but it still looks good 
and the performance is better-
than-average. The mask is 
reasonably comfortable, and the 
clips and strap are easy to adjust.





MARES X-VU LIQUIDSKIN | £44 (€57)

WE LIKE
Build quality, price, performance, 
comfort

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: Exceptionally comfortable 
‘floating’ skirt, efficient clips and a 
‘spider’s web’ style strap that fits 
well on to the back of your head. 
Good all-round vision, and easy to 
clear because of the low profile 
design. Available in a range of 
colours, but the white, black and 
clear supplied here will appeal to 
the iPhone generation. 

MATT: Super comfortable - nearly 
too comfortable, almost forgot I 
had a mask on! The skirt is 
extremely flexible. Very easy to 
clear, and the clips and super-thin 
strap are easy to adjust. Decent 
field of view all-round, all topped 
off with good looks.
 
BARRY: Good looks, and 
extremely comfortable, but I didn’t 
find the performance vision-wise 
that great. The clips are easy to 

adjust, and the ultra-thin strap fits 
around the back of your head like 
a glove - this won’t come off when 
you backward roll off a RIB!

HOLLIS M3 | £69 (€90)

WE LIKE
Looks, performance, comfort, build 
quality

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: I was always a massive fan 
of the Hollis M1 single-lens mask, 
but alas, it just didn’t fit my face. 
However, when the M3 was 
launched, I was sorted - it looked 
even better than the M1, and it fit 
me like a glove (and is now my 
go-to mask). Ultra-comfy soft 
skirt, decent peripheral vision and 
excellent downward views, and 
well-designed clips and strap. Not 
the cheapest mask, but well made 
and robustly constructed. 

MATT: I really like the looks of the 
M3 - the matt black with the hints 
of red just works so well. The 
design is modern, but not 
outlandish, and the performance 
vision-wise is overall very good. 
Easy to clear due to the low 
profile, and a nice set of clips 
teamed up with a decent strap. 
One of my faves here. 

BARRY: Excellent looks. I got a 
good fit from the M3, and found it 
was very comfortable, and offered 
decent performance all-round. 
The clips are easy to use, the 
strap is well made, and because it 
is still low profile, you can clear a 
full flood with no dramas. One of 
the best masks here, in my 
opinion - a keeper.

HOW MANY LENSES DO YOU NEED?: Single-lens masks provide an unobstructed view because there is no solid nose bridge 
dividing the front window; you can look off to the left or right without losing binocular vision. Dual-lens masks tend to position 
the viewing glass closer to your eyes, increasing field of view. They are the best option for fitting prescription lenses.





SCUBAPRO SYNERGY TWIN | £57 (€90)

WE LIKE
Build quality, price, clips, comfort, 
finish

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: Excellent mask - very 
comfortable soft-but-firm skirt, 
well-thought-out clip 
arrangement, easy to clear, and 
good all-round field of vision, all 
topped off with good looks and 
eyecatching dual-colour finish. 
One of the better masks on test. 

MATT: Very comfortable, though I 
found I had to take a bit of time to 
get the skirt properly sealed. Easy 
to clear thanks to the low profile, 
and decent peripheral and 
downward vision. Good-looking 
mask. Feels expensive and well 
made.
 
BARRY: I really like this mask. It is 
extremely comfortable, and 
provided a good fit on my face. It 
was easy to clear after a full flood, 
the strap was well made and held 
on to the back of my head well, 

and the clips were easy to adjust. 
The vis was above average 
all-round. I like the two-tone 
colour scheme, which makes it 
stand out from the crowd.

OCEANIC CYANEA| £55 (€71)

WE LIKE
Looks, performance, comfort, price, 
elasticated strap

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: The first thing which 
catches your eye is the snow-
goggle-style elasticated strap. 
Totally different to anything else 
on the market, but given how well 
it performs, I wouldn’t be 
surprised if similar designs turn 
up from other manufactuers in 
the coming years. The strap is 
very comfortable and easy to 
adjust, and it holds the mask 
firmly on your face. The mask 
itself has a modern look, and 
provides very good peripheral and 
downward vision. Easy to clear, 
and good looks to boot. 

MATT: Comfortable skirt, 
low-profile for ease of clearing, 
excellent fields of view, all topped 
off with good looks. And that 
unique strap is excellent - it is 
easy to get on and off, simple to 
adjust, and it just makes normal 

clips and rubber straps feel 
redundant and old-fashioned. 

BARRY: Great mask. I was very 
taken with the snow-goggle 
elasticated strap, which made 
strap adjustments an absolute 
doddle. It was also very 
comfortable, and easy to put on 
and off. The mask has a comfy 
skirt, gives a fantastic wide range 
of vision - I think the best here - 
and the whole package looks nice.

RETURNING HOME AFTER A DAY’S DIVING: To make sure all grit and salt is removed, give your mask a good soak in fresh 
water. Once washed, look for cracks in the skirt or the frame near the face plate. Also inspect the strap; stretch it while looking 
for cracks or small tears. If ever in doubt about a strap’s reliability, replace it.





SHERWOOD ALLURE | £35 (€45)

WE LIKE
Price, performance, looks

WE DON’T LIKE
Nothing worth mentioning

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: Comfortable skirt, 
excellent clip arrangement and a 
neat strap. Good looks are 
matched by an overall decent field 
of view, and this is topped off by a 
cracking price point. Bargain 
mask. 

MATT: Decent-looking twin-lens 
mask, which belies its price tag. 
The clips adjust easily with push 
buttons, but perhaps too easily 
- you have to be careful it doesn’t 
slacken off too much. The skirt 
felt a bit stiff for me. Vision up 
and down was good, and 
peripheral was okay, but I could 
also see through the skirt, which 
was a bit off-putting.
 
BARRY: The Allure isn’t a 
bad-looking mask, and the 
twin-lens design is quite modern, 
but it is made all the better by 

that bargain-basement price tag. 
Good value for money. The 
performance was adequate 
all-round, it was reasonably 
comfortable, the clips are 
well-designed, and the strap was 
good.

SEAC SUB HERO | £59.80 (€78)

WE LIKE
Performance, comfort, build quality

WE DON’T LIKE
Looks weren’t to everyone’s taste

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: The Hero stands out 
thanks to its unique design, with 
its squared-off lenses. I am not 
sure I am a fan, but at least they 
have done something different. 
Regardless of the unusual looks, 
the mask itself performs well - the 
skirt is quite stiff but comfortable, 
it is easy to clear, and it has 
well-designed clips. Vision is 
decent all-round. 

MATT: Not a big fan of the looks, 
or the colour scheme. However, 
the strap and the clips are well 
designed, and the skirt is nice and 
comfortable. Downward vision is 
average, but the peripheral is 
good, so maybe there is 
something in that unusual 
square-lens design! 

BARRY: I am not convinced on 
the looks either, but as Mark said, 

it is nice to see people venturing 
outside their comfort zone when 
it comes to design. The mask has 
a good strap, decent clips, and is 
very comfortable. The field of 
view is reasonable all-round.

RETURNING HOME AFTER A DAY’S DIVING: To avoid mildew growth, allow the mask to drip dry completely before putting 
them away, preferably in its box. Do not store them near light, heat or fumes. To protect the clear silicone, store masks away 
from other dive gear - the darker pigmentations found in other equipment can cause the silicone to become discoloured.





CONCLUSION. Masks are a pretty essential part of the diver’s 
arsenal of equipment, as without it, you aren’t going to be able 
to see anything, which kind of defeats the point of going diving 
in the first place! It is important that a mask - twin lens or single 
lens - fits your face well, with no leaks, and is comfortable, as it 
is going to be in place for sometimes hours at a time. The clips 
want to be robust and easy to adjust, and the mask itself wants 
to be made to last. All the masks in this top-end bracket 
performed well, with a few really standing out from the rest.
When it came to the Best Value award, there were three 
candidates - the Mares X-Vu Liquidskin, Sherwood Allure and the 
Bare Duo C. The Allure is a decent bargain mask, but the Mares 
and Bare are different animals. Their performances belied their 
price tags, and it was a close-fought fight, but in the end the 
slightly cheaper Duo C took the title.
The Choice was a battle between the Atomic Venom Frameless, 
Scubapro Synergy Twin, Oceanic Cyanea and Hollis M3. All four 
put in a strong showing, and each had pros and cons, but in the 
end, the subtle design, good looks and overall performance of 
the Hollis just lifted it above its rivals and it took the crown.

TYPHOON METAL X | £50 (€65)

WE LIKE
Looks, performance, comfort

WE DON’T LIKE
Dated clips

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
PERFORMANCE �����

COMFORT �����

LOOKS �����

VALUE FOR MONEY �����

MARK: As well as being saddled 
with the best name in the test 
- Metal X, sounds like some cool 
big-screen mutant! - the Typhoon 
has a nifty two-tone metallic 
colour scheme which really makes 
it stand out among its rivals. As 
well as being good looking, the 
soft-but-firm skirt is comfortable, 
and it offers average fields of 
vision all round. The strap is 
robust enough, but the clips are a 
bit dated. 

MATT: The Metal X has a rugged, 
almost military look to it with its 
black skirt and metallic finish, and 
it does seem well made. The 
vision all round is okay, it is easy 
to clear, and the fit is comfortable 
enough. The clips are a bit 
old-fashioned and not the easiest 
to adjust. 

BARRY: The strap is a bit clunky 
on this mask, and with the dated 
clips lessens the impact of the 
metallic finish and all-round good 
looks. The Metal X is robust 
enough, and the performance is 
above average.

GET COMFORTABLE: Check the clip system to make sure the buckles are functioning, then put on the mask for the intiial 
strap adjustment. Ensure the headband portion of the strap is centred on the back of your head and pull tight as necessary, 
being careful not to pull the straps too tight.





SCUBALABLONG TERM

The Seac Sub fins that were in our last group test did not fare too 
well - our test team judged they were just too stiff to generate any 
thrust unless you had legs like an Olympic rower. However, these F1 
S fins look set to change all that. They are a radical departure from 
previous fins, with the blade made from a technopolymer double 
material with high performance and high resistance to impact even 
at low temperatures, and the foot pocket made from technopolymer 
and thermoplastic elastomer. The nifty Sling Strap system will make 
donning them a piece of cake. They are very lightweight, and we 
can’t wait to get them in the 
water to see how they perform.
 

Mark Evans,
www.seacsub.com

SEAC SUB F1 S

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  JANUARY 2016
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £125
NUMBER OF DIVES 0
TIME IN WATER 0 HRS O MINS

The Express Tech will be 
heading out to Grenada with 
Dave Hope in the coming 
months.
In the meantime, we have 
another chance to check out 
some of the detailing that 
makes this wing stand out. I 
particularly like the thought 
that went into putting a mesh 
strip at the bottom of the 
padded backpad, so that water 
can easily drain out.

Mark Evans,
www.zeagle.com

ZEAGLE EXPRESS TECH

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  SEPTEMBER 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £236
NUMBER OF DIVES 7
TIME IN WATER 6 HRS 15 MINS

OCEANIC VEO 1

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  AUGUST 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £135
NUMBER OF DIVES 18
TIME IN WATER 17 HRS 30 MINS

AQUALUNG PRO

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  JULY 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £245
NUMBER OF DIVES 10
TIME IN WATER 7 HRS 20 MINS

The first thing you notice about 
the Aqualung Pro is its glossy 
finish. This is the company’s 
patented ResisteK material, 
which purportedly helps the 
unit stand up to the damaging 
effects of salt and chlorine - a 
bonus for any diver, but perhaps 
more so for instructors and 
guides who find themselves in 
and out of pools and shallow 
reefs on a very regular basis. 
The second thing you notice are 
the enormous pockets - they’d 
swallow up a spare mask, torch, 
spool etc, and still have room let 
over. 
While this particular unit was a 
little large for me, it was easy to 
get in and out of and 
comfortable once in the water. I 
didn’t notice any tank roll and 
the inflator and dump valves 
worked effectively. 

Will Harrison 
www.aqualung.com/uk

The Veo 1 got wet again, this 
time during our group tests of 
regulators up in the chilly 
waters of Vivian Quarry. Test 
team member Barry Henderson 
took the Oceanic for a splash, 
and he said that even with his 
eyes not being quite as sharp as 
they once were, he could still 
easily read the digits on the Veo 
1. He also liked the big, chunky 
strap, which fits round a drysuit 
with ease, and the fact that it 
has a user-replaceable battery.
 
Mark Evans 
www.oceanicuk.com

NEW
ARRIVAL



And so the Finn 
Sub 3000 Short 
reaches the end of 
its Long Term Test. 
I will certainly miss 
this ultra-bright 
but nice and 
compact dive light, 
which gave 
sterling service up 
in Scapa Flow. It 
just sits on the 
back of your hand 
and allows you to get on with whatever else you need to do, but it is 
there when you need it. Yes, we had an issue with the head on the 
test model, but this was not an inherent problem, just one of those 
things - more importantly, it was dealt with quickly. Not the 
cheapest, but a great torch for 
UK waters. 
 

 
Mark Evans
www.finnsub.com

FINN SUB 3000 SHORT
END OF
TERM

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  APRIL 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £549
NUMBER OF DIVES 32
TIME IN WATER 29 HRS 25 MINS

The X-Mission has been in our 
possession for a while now, and 
while Editor Mark Evans has 
taken it for a splash, the Test 
Team’s recent trip to 
Snowdonia for some reg testing 
would represent my first dives 
in the suit. The first thing to 
note is how well the X-Mission 
fits. Although Mark got first 
dibs, the size specs were based 
on me, and despite Bare suits 
being off-the-rack, the fit feels 
tailor-made - an outfitters on 
Savile Row couldn’t have done 
a better job. As a consequence 
of the excellent fit, the suit felt 
incredibly comfortable both out 
of and in the water. And while it 
is a close fit, it isn’t snug to the 
point that manoeuvrability is 
compromised. I completed 
three short dives in the 
X-Mission and was very 
impressed - a great start.

Will Harrison,
www.baresports.com

BARE X-MISSION

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  NOVEMBER 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £1,330
NUMBER OF DIVES 6
TIME IN WATER 3 HRS 35 MINS

It is no good having a made-to-measure drysuit and then nothing to 
wear under it. Robin Hood boast several undersuits, and Penney’s 
was a seamless blend of two different kinds - soft fleece around her 
lower torso and legs for ease of movement and donning the drysuit, 
and thicker Thermocline (which is made from Outlast, a nifty 
showerproof and breathable material which absorbs, stores and 
releases body heat) around her 
upper torso and arms for 
maximum warmth.

Mark Evans 
www.roho.co.uk

ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS X-FLEX TECH

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  OCTOBER 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE from £829
NUMBER OF DIVES 4
TIME IN WATER 3 HRS 35 MINS

The Sport Diver test 
team routinely curses 
me when January/
February rolls around, 
as they know this is 
when I schedule our 
group regulator tests. 
This year, none were 
more vociferous than 
new recruit Barry 
Henderson, who is a 
firm warm-water fan, so 
to be kind, I let him be 
the first to dive the 
Ursuit vest.
To say this was a 
success is an 
understatement - even 
after an extended 
period of time sat 
relatively stationary on the bottom trying the different regs, when 
Barry exited the water and took off his drysuit, the heat emanating 
from within his undersuit 
was amazing. 

Mark Evans,
www.liquidsports.co.uk

URSUIT FIR VEST

INFORMATION

DATE ACQUIRED  DECEMBER 2015
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE £300
NUMBER OF DIVES 2
TIME IN WATER 1 HRS 10 MINS





On his quest to find more of the reef’s cryptic critters, 
DR RICHARD SMITH introduces the Xenia coral and the animals 

that make it their home
Photographs by DR RICHARD SMITH / WWW.OCEANREALMIMAGES.COM

GET MORE FROM YOUR 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY

CRITTER HUNTING
XENIA CORALS

M
ore than likely you’ve never heard of Xenia coral. It’s sometimes also known 

as flower coral or pulse coral, but if it’s still not ringing a bell, you have 

almost certainly seen it on a dive. This coral is common, even abundant 

in certain places. Some species have the habit of polyps using a pulsing 

motion to feed, opening and closing continually. The polyps are held an 

inch or two off the main fist-sized body of the coral by a stalk. The coral is a 

lovely beige or pale pink colour, which derives largely from the tiny symbi-

otic algae that live within its cells. These same algae, known as zooxanthellae, are found in many 

other corals and use the sun’s light to produce energy for the coral. Due to this need for sunlight, 

Xenia are usually found in the surface 10m or so of the reef.

In some areas, Xenia forms huge fields of growth covering tens of square feet, and it is here that 

you will have your best chance of finding most of the animals that make Xenia coral their home.  

Unlike a habitat such as anemones that have stinging cells, Xenia doesn’t have any of these. The 

animals that make Xenia their home survive there by hiding from predators. Their camouflage is 

some of the best you can find on a coral reef, which is great for unique pictures but not ideal for 

your initial attempts at locating them.

Various fishes, crustaceans and other invertebrates make Xenia their home. Some of them are shy, 

while others are so secure in their camouflage that they just don’t imagine you could possibly 

see them. One of the nudibranchs that feeds on Xenia has one of the most-striking examples of 

camouflage I know of. The cerata, a kind of outgrowth covering the animal’s back, are identical in 

every way to the polyps of the coral. The only difference is that they don’t open and close!





A pair of Xenia shrimps 
show off their camouflage

The polyps of Phyllodesmium 
rudmani closely resemble 
closed polyps of a Xenia

Minute filefish really live 
up to their name

COMMON XENIA CORAL-ASSOCIATED ANIMALS
Radial filefish | Length – 3.5cm | Radial filefish have one of the most 

extraordinary examples of camouflage on the coral reef. They match the 

polyps of the coral exactly in colour, and although somewhat bigger than 

the individual polyps, the fish has white stripes that mimic their angles 

over the body. They are quite shy and I don’t suggest turning away from 

the fish once you’ve found one.  Within a second they can disappear 

within the mass of polyps never to be seen again. If you follow them with 

your eye, they rarely stop and hide, but prefer to keep slowly moving 

through the masses.  

Where to look | The easiest way to spot them is at the edges of a Xenia 

colony. Once you’ve spotted one you can slowly approach. From a dis-

tance you might also spot them hovering just above the coral. They tend 

to prefer areas where there are large areas of Xenia.

How to photograph | Being relatively shy, don’t approach these fish too 

quickly. Building up the fish’s confidence as you slowly get closer and 

closer will enable you to take a shot where the fish is relatively large in the 

frame. If you’re too far away, their camouflage is such that it’ll be hard to 

make them out.

Xenia crabs | Length – 0.7cm to 2cm | There are a couple of well-camou-

flaged crabs that live on Xenia corals, although they haven’t been officially 

described by scientists and assigned scientific names. The more-common 

pink Caphyra sp. crab reaches a maximum size of less than 1cm in length 

so you need to look very closely to find them.

Where to look | These are best spotted during night dives as the crabs 

move from underneath the coral where they spend that day, to sit on the 

top at night.

How to photograph | These crabs aren’t too shy, but leaving the strong 

beam of a torch at night directly on them will soon encourage them to 

moving underneath. Try using a red light, or taking your few shots quickly 

and then moving off before disturbing the animals.

Nudibranchs | Length - 2cm | One genus of nudibranchs, Phyllodesmium, 

contains almost a dozen species that have cornered the market when 

it comes to feeding on Xenia. They all share the same beige colour as 

the coral, but have slightly different ways of camouflaging there. Many 

nudibranchs sequester stinging cells from their food source, but since the 

coral doesn’t have any of these the nudibranch doesn’t either. Camou-

flage has become their first defence while feeding, and they excel at it. 

Phyllodesmium jakobsenae has cerata on its back that mimic a solitary 

arm of a polyp.  However, its close relative P. rudmani is the master of 

them all. Its cerata are indistinguishable from closed polyps and you real-

istically only have the chance to find one when they’re travelling between 

Xenia colonies.

Where to look | These nudibranchs are probably best found at night. 

Under ambient daylight the very subtle difference in colour is invisible, 

but using a torch it’s just possible to see the off-colour nudibranchs. Look 

for patches of coral where the polyps aren’t moving. The area of Xenia 

coverage needn’t be too large, although this always helps to attract a 

greater diversity of animals.



An undescribed 
Xenia shrimp

A typical Xenia coral - a thick stalk 
attaches the coral to the 

substrate and individual polyps 
come off the main body

Close-up of an undescribed 
Caphyra Xenia crab

BIOGRAPHY
Richard Smith, a British underwater photographer and writer, aspires to 
promote an appreciation for the ocean’s inhabitants and raise awareness 
of marine conservation issues through his images. A marine biologist by 
training, Richard’s pioneering research on the biology and conservation 
of pygmy seahorses, led to the first PhD on these enigmatic fishes. Over 
the past decade, Richard’s photographs and marine life focused features 
have appeared in a wide variety of publications around the world. Rich-
ard leads marine life expeditions where the aim is for participants to get 
more from their diving and photography by learning about the marine 
environment: www.OceanRealmImages.com

How to photograph | Nudibranchs make nice easy subjects 

when you’re getting started in underwater photography. Having 

said that, these make very interesting subjects for experienced 

shooters too. The difficult in this case is making the animal clearly 

visible, when its goal is to disappear into its surroundings. It helps 

if you can include the rhinophores (a nudibranch’s sensory anten-

nae) or oral tentacles on either side of the mouth.

NOTEWORTHY FINDS
Xenia shrimps | Length – 1cm | There are several species of Xenia 

shrimp, all of which have astounding camouflage and are rather 

small. This is probably a species to request of your guide. They 

are most easily found at night, when they crawl over the Xenia 

colony.  

Minute Filefish | Length - 2cm | Minute filefish are more often 

found around other soft corals, but they are occasionally also 

associated with Xenia. They are a similar shape and colour to 

the radial filefish, but much smaller and with a different pattern. 

These fish are usually smaller than a five pence piece, so it takes 

patience to get a nice shot of these shy little chaps.

Xenia Pipefish | Length – 7cm | There are actually two spe-

cies of closely related pipefishes, the barred and spotted xenia 

pipefishes, that live with Xenia. They belong to the same genus 

as the mushroom coral pipefish. They have become somewhat 

of a nemesis of mine, and despite searching for a while now I still 

haven’t found one. Most pictures seem to come from the Philip-

pines, so I’ll be searching high and low during my ‘Dive with the 

Expert’ trip with Dive Worldwide in March.

Eightspine Cardinalfish | Length - 3cm | This is another elusive 

fish. The eightspine cardinal is very pale in colour, with huge eyes 

and a facial stripe. Unlike the radial filefish, which rarely hides if 

you approach closely, the eightspine is very skittish. Almost as 

soon as it spots you, it vanishes into the coral never to be seen 

again. They tend to hover just below the main body of the coral 

so are very easily missed.

PHOTOGRAPHING XENIA CORAL-ASSOCIATED FAUNA
Colonies of Xenia coral are cluttered and busy places, which 

aren’t necessarily great attributes for nice images. There are two 

ways of dealing with this: show off the clutter illustrating how it hides the animal, 

or isolate the animal from the melee. The first approach is certainly fun, and 

brings out the most unique feature of these animals - which is their astounding 

camouflage. It does require some planning, as too much clutter will render the 

animal invisible. Isolating the animal requires either waiting for it to move to an 

area where there are fewer Xenia fronds, or reducing your depth of field to blur 

the background. Whichever method you choose, Xenia are well worth searching 

for their enigmatic troupe of animals. �





MARTIN CONTINUES HIS FOCUS ON USING LIGHT TO ITS BEST ADVANTAGE WHEN 
TAKING UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHS, THIS TIME LOOKING AT NATURAL LIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARTIN EDGE

About the light, part two:
Dapple light towards dusk 

PHOTO WORKSHOP



L
ast month I began the topic of available light, to be 

precise, how to get the most out of the light that we 

(the underwater photographer) experience in the sea. I’ll 

point out from the outset that I’m not talking about flash-

guns, video light or torches. I’m talking available light, otherwise 

known as natural light, the type of light which emanates from 

the sun. 

Last month I discussed dapple light at sunrise, this month let us 

project our dive time 12 hours ahead and look at the nuance and 

subtlety of dapple light in the magic hour just before sunset.

The success of this type of image more or less depends on five 

situations: 

1. Shallow reef. It’s vital that the photo site you intend to use 

for a sunset dapple dive has subject interest in the first 2-3m of 

water. A familiar example could be hard or soft corals, which are 

situated very close to the surface and I do really mean ‘very close 

to the surface’.

2. It might seem obvious but you need to know that as the sun 

drops towards the horizon, you have to be in view of its trajec-

tory. If there is a mountain range blocking your line of sight and 

the setting sun, it won’t work as well as if the sun was setting 

onto the horizon or close to it. The trajectory of the sun needs a 

clear pathway as close to the horizon as possible.

3. Weather conditions. Again, it might seem obvious but if the 

sun is hidden behind cloud, the light just below the surface will 

be particularly flat or non-existent. I often pop my head up to 

have a quick look.

4. Preparation. On a recent dapple dive I prepared myself by 

entering the water 40 minutes before I needed to start shooting. 

The reason was to identify potential subject matter in which to 

compose within the bottom half of the picture frame and allow 

the dappled sunlight to take centre stage towards the top of the 

frame.

5. I mentioned this last month. With the best intentions of the 

boatman who drops off the shooters at the perfect time and in 

the perfect place, it’s so easy to roll into the water that is too deep 

to appreciate the sun beams. 1-3m is the optimum depth. �

HOW THIS SHOT WAS TAKEN
I conceived this image in my mind’s eye many months before I made 

it. The location is Whale Rock, close to Misool Eco Resort, Raja Ampat. 

I’ve photographed this site many times and always been aware of a 

very shallow under-hang no more than 2m from the surface, which 

circles around its base. It’s always adorned with corals of all shape 

and sizes. The under-hang provides an ideal top frame to capture the 

colour and for some time I’ve been most eager to shot this image at 

magic hour to capture the scene in its full splendor. One this occasion 

while diving off the Dewi liveaboard, I left myself plenty of time to find 

my perfect composition in just 2m of water. I got lucky, the sea was 

flat calm, the sun was shining through in all its splendor. Nikon 7200, 

IS0 400, 10mm fisheye lens, F9, 1/60th sec. Two Inon 220 flashguns on 

long flash arms.



Want to see your image here? Upload your photographs 
now to the Sport Diver website!
Want to be in with a chance of winning a GoPro Hero 3 White Edition? It’s 
easy - simply select your favourite underwater images and upload them to 
the Gallery section of the Sport Diver website. Each month, we will choose 
the best, most eye-catching image as Photo of the Month. But to be in with a 
chance of winning, your images must be in the Gallery, so don’t sit back and 
think ‘I wouldn’t win that’, get your images on the website - after all, as with 
any competition, you have to be in it, to win it!





HAMPSHIRE 

 ANDARK DIVING AND WATERSPORTS  
256 Bridge Road, Lower Swanwick, 
Southampton SO31 7FL 
Tel: 01489 581755  Fax: 01489 575223 
Email: bookings@andark.co.uk 
Website: www.andark.co.uk 
Andark Lake Tel: 01489 885811 
Email: lake@andark.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon/Thu and Sat 9am TO 6 pm, 
Fri 9am TO 8pm, Sun 9:30 to 5pm 
NITROX/TRIMIX. Onsite pool and classrooms.  
Fully equiped friendly shop. Online sales.  
Powerboat courses. Underwater escape training.  
Holidays. Andark lake. Kids Parties. Activity Club. 
Onisite Servicing. Commercial diving Courses. 
Parking PADI 5� IDC. BSAC Premier Centre. RYA 
Centre. HSE Commercial Diver Training and First 
Aid Centre EH. LB. ESI. TD. EA. AIP. FCF. AYRD. 
UWP. NDCF. CAOS � � � �

 
� � � � � � �

 
KENT 

 DIVE MACHINE  
Unit 11 Orchard Business Centre,  
SandersonWay, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1QF 
Tel: 01732 773553   Fax: 01732 773663 
Website: www.divemachine.com 
Email: robert@divemachine.com 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 09.30-17.30,Weds 
09.30-19.00. Air to 300 bar, nitrox, trimix, idest. 
PADI CDC, PADI Courses from beginner to 
instructor. IANTD, Nitrox. Specialities: Enriched air, 
Dry suit, Photographer, Deep, Night, Underwater 
navigator, wreck, Oxygen first aid, DAN 02, Boat, 
Equipment and Drift. Authorised dealer for most leading 
mfctrs. Large display area. Classrooms. Large free car 
park. Professional, friendly service & advice. Regulator 
Services. Suit repairs. Holidays abroad and in the UK.  
� � � � � �

LONDON 
 
  AQUANAUT SCUBA & SNORKELLING
 CENTRE  
34 Coombe Road, Kingston Upon  
Thames, Surrey, KT2 7AG 
Tel: 0208 546 8882 
Email: info@aquanautscuba.co.uk 
Website: www.aquanautscuba.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Monday - 11am-6pm, Tuesday - 
11am-6pm, Wednesday - 11am-6pm, Thursday 
11am – 7pm, Friday - 11am-6pm, Saturday – 
10am – 6pm, Sunday – by appointment. Nitrox & 
Air to 300bar, 5� IDC Centre / IDEST and BSAC 
Centre. SITA member. OSS OST BS CAOS EH TD.  
Courses from beginner to instuctor, Fully stocked 
dive shop with excellent purchasing advice, 
Friendly and very active dive clubwith UK and 
overseas trips and social.  � � � � � � � �

MIDDLESEX
 G & H DIVING SERVICES LTD

Unit 1, Willow House, River Gardens,  
N Feltham Trading Estate, TW14 0RD. 
Tel: 020 8751 3771 / 020 8890 3302 
Fax: 020 8751 2591 
E-mail: gerryhassell@gheng.com 
Website: www.gheng.com 
Opening Hours: 8.30 - 5.30 Mon to Friday.  
8.30 - 12 noon Sat.  Air to 300 Bar. BSAC, TDI, SDI & PSA. 
EH, TD, CAOS. Cylinder testing IDEST 2v, Regulator 
servicing, Air, Nitrox, Trimix, TDI Technical courses. 

Suit repairs.  � � �

SUSSEX 
 OCEAN VIEW DIVING SERVICES LTD

160 South Street, Lancing,  
West Sussex BN15 8AU. 
Tel: 01903 767224     Fax: 01903 754361 
Email: info@oceanviewdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.oceanviewdiving.co.uk 
PADI 5� IDC Centre. IANTD, TDI. OSS, OST, EH,  
BS. Air to 300 Bar, Nitrox. Padi Tec Rec. Tri-mix. 
Mail order, suit repairs, holidays abroad, on-site 
indoor pool. Licenced bar and club.  
Largest selection of equipment in Sussex.  
� � � � � 

YORKSHIRE 
 THE DIVERS WAREHOUSE  
911 Wakefield Road, Tong, Bradford,  
West Yorkshire, BD4 7QA 
Tel: 01274 307 555 
Email: sales@diverswarehouse.co.uk 
Website: www.diverswarehouse.co.uk 
Opening Hours 8:30 - 17:30 Mon - Sat , Thursday 
8:30 - 20:30, Sunday Closed. Air to (BAR) 300. 
EH, ESI, TD, EA, FCF, AYRD, UWP, CAOS. Nitrox. 
PADI 5�, SSI. Servicing, Cylinder testing (IDEST 
approved), Equipment Hire, Large Equipped shop 
with changing facilities, classroom, online sales, 
large parking area, PADI + SSI courses. Everything 
Scuba! 

 
 ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS  
152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike,  
West Yorkshire WF16 9BJ 
Tel: 01924 444888  
Fax: 01924 474529 
E-mail: sally@roho.co.uk 
Website: www.roho.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Open Times: Mon, Tues, Weds, 
Fri - 9.15-6pm Thurs 9.15-8pm Sat - 9.15 -5pm.
OSS,OST, BS, IDEST, EH, Nitrox. PADI Dive Centre, 
BSAC Premier level. Training in our on-site heated 
pool and lecture rooms. Home of the renowned 
ROHO drysuits. Nitrox courses & fills. Gigantic 
5000sq ft showroom fully stocked with dive 
watersports & snowboarding equipment. Friendly, 
helpful staff and instructors. Equipment hire. 
� � � � �

IRELAND  
CO CORK 
 
 OCEANADDICTS  
Kinsale, Co. Cork, Ireland 
Tel: 00353 (0)87-7903211 
Email: anne@oceanaddicts.ie 
Website: www.oceanaddicts.ie 
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 6.00pm. Air to 300, 
PADI Resort, DAN, LB, ESI, ACC, AT, UWP, NDCF, 
CAOS, Nitrox. Liveaboard and day-boat diving, 
groups and individuals welcome, friendly 
atmosphere, wrecks and reefs, great photo 
opportunities, courses available, live the adventure 
on Ireland’s South Coast.  
� � �

CO DONEGAL 
 MEVAGH DIVE CENTRE LTD  
Milford Road, Carrighat,  
Letterkenny,  
Co. Donegal, Ireland 
Tel: 00353 749154708 
Mob: 00353 8765 90264 
Email: reception@mevaghdiving.com 
Website: www.mevaghdiving.com 
Opening Hours: 9am to 7.30pm. Air to 300 Bar, 
PADI 5� Dive Centre, EH, ESI, TD, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox, Tri Mix. 
Mevagh Dive Centre PADI 5 *. All levels of diving 
including Technical diving. 11m catamaran  with 
dive lift. Accommodation with Swimming pool.
�

NORTHERN IRELAND 
COUNTY DOWN 
 DV DIVING

138 Mount Steward Road, Newtownards, 
Co. Down, BT22 2ES. 
Tel: 02891 464671/861686 
Fax: 02891 464671 
Email: info@dvdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.dvdiving.co.uk 
OSS, OST, BS, EH. DV Diving offer one of Europe's 
most comprehensive ranges of scuba, technical & 
commercial diving and powerboat training courses 
- for the complete beginner through to instructor 
development for the most experienced 
professionals   
� � � � 

ENGLAND 

BERKSHIRE 
 DIVESTYLE  
DIVESYLE Unit A, Bridge Farm,  
Reading Road, Arborfield,  
Berkshire,  
RG2 9HT 
Tel: 0118 976 1729 
Fax: 0118 926 9616 
Email: info@divestyle.co.uk 
Website: www.divestyle.co.uk 
Opening Hours: M, T, T, F 10:00-18:00 W 10:00-
20:00 S 10:00 - 17:00. Air To 300 Bar. PADI 5� 
IDC. Nitrox, National Geographic. EH, ESI, TD, EA, 
FCF, AYRD. PADI IDC centre, Nitrox, Trimix, 
equipment retail, PADI, SSI, BSAC, EFR, DSAT, TDI, 
rebreather friendly, Family friendly, child friendly, 
kids parties (4 weeks notice).  
� � �

CORNWALL  
 KENNACK DIVING

Sea Acres Holiday Park,  
Kennack Sands,  
Helston, Cornwall TR127LT 
Tel: 07816 903260 
Email: mail@kennackdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.kennackdiving.co.uk 
Opening Hours: 09.00-1800 
Air to 232 Bar. PADI 5� Dive Resort. EH, AYRD, 
UWP, CAOS. PADI Courses from Bubblemaker to 
Assistant Instructor, specialities & guided dives all with 
friendly local Instructors. Equipment Hire, Heated 
indoor pool, on site, accommodation available.  
�

 CORNISH DIVING SCHOOL

Bar Road, Falmouth,  
Cornwall TR11 4BN 
Tel: 07885 771282 & 07779 445851 
Email: info@cornishdivingschool.co.uk 
Website: www.cornishdivingschool.co.uk 
Opening Hours: 09.00-17.30 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5 � IDC. Boat Dives. Novice-
Instructor. Dive Shop. Shore diving. Escorted Dives. 
Onsite Pool. Friendly Helpful Staff. Suit Repairs. 
DSD. Watersports. Snorkeling. EH, ESI, AYRD, UWP, 
CAOS, FCF, NDCF.  
�

DERBYSHIRE 
 CHESTERFIELD ADVENTURE CENTRE  
Wheatbridge Road,  
Off DockWall, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 
2AB 
Tel: 01246 245408 
Email: info@divenut.co.uk 
Website: www.divenut.co.uk 
Opening hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm Air to 300 
Bar. PADI 5� IDC, OSS, BS, EH. Full range of 
courses from beginner to instructor. Equipment sales, 
dive club, group holidays. Nitrox, Poseidon rebreather 
sales & training. Easy parking. 3 pool nights.  
� � 

ESSEX 

 DIVERSE SCUBA  
Ye Olde Plough House Motel,  
Brentwood Road, Bulphan,  
Essex, RM14 3SR 
Tel/Fax: 01375 892444 
Mob: 07814 570165 
Email: jeanne-marie@diverse-scuba.co.uk 
Website: www.diverse-scuba.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Office & Shop: Monday to 
Thursday 10.30am -7pm. Saturday 10am to 2pm. 
Training pool: 6pm to 9.30pm. Closed Friday, 
Sunday & Bank Holidays. Our own On Site Pool, 
Air to 300 Bar, PADI 5� IDC. OSS, EH,On Site Pool 
FCF, Acc, Restaurant Facilities. Complete range of 
PADI courses available, from Discover Scuba 
through to Instructor, with resident course director, 
Full range of specialities, classroom. Dive shop. 
Social events and holidays.  

� � � � � � 
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PORTSTEWART 
 AQUAHOLICS DIVE CENTRE  
14 Portmore Road, Portstewart 
Tel: 28 70832584 
Email: dive@aquaholics.org 
Website: www.aquaholics.org 
Opening Hours: 9am to 5pm. Air to 300 Bar. 
PADI 5� CENTRE. NITROX, TRIMIX. EH, ESI, TD, 
EA, AIP, ACC,FCF,AT, AYRD,UWP,CH,BH, NDCF, 
CAOS.Offering the full range of courses from 
Beginner to Trimix. Diving the spectacular clear 
water of the North Coast from Rathlin Island to 

Malin Head.  � � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BALI 
  AQUAMARINE DIVING - BALI

2A Jalan Petitenget, Kuta, Bali, 80361, Indonesia 
Tel: +623614738020  
Email: info@AquaMarineDiving.com 
Website: www.AquaMarineDiving.com 
Opening Hours: We are open 7days a week and 
from 7am to 7pm. Air to (BAR) 200. EH, LB, ESI, 
EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, 
CAOS. Nitrox. 5� Dive Resort. AquaMarine 
Diving – Bali is dedicated to ensuring you 
experience Bali’s best diving, from Day Trips to 
fully–inclusive underwater macro-photography 
Safaris, Intro-diving and Snorkelling, PADI courses 
to Divemaster and many Specialties (including 
the Manta Ray Awareness Specialty).  � 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
 
 
 SUNSET HOUSE - GRAND CAYMAN'S HOTEL
 FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS

 
390 South Church Street 
PO Box 479GT Grand Cayman,  
Cayman Islands 
Tel: 1-345-949-7111  Fax: 1-345-949-7101 
Email: keith.sahm@sunsethouse.com 
Website: www.sunsethouse.com 
Opening Hours: 7:00 - 17:30 (Dive Centre 
Hours). Air To 200 Bar. Stingray City and ex-USS 
Kittiwake Adventures. PADI 5� IDC. EH, ESI, EA, 
Acc, FCF, AT (with packages), AYRD, UWP, CH, 
BH, NDCF, CAOS (with packages). Full-Service 
dive operations located at Sunset House. 
Recreational boat dives. Incredible shore diving. 
Nitrox. Cathy Church. U/W photo centre. 53 
Rooms for accommodations. Bar, restaurant 
onsite. Stepping out of my room, catching that 
breath of fragrant tropical breeze, gazing into 
the alluring blue water…I found the essence of 
Sunset House.  
� � � 

CYPRUS 
 
 ALPHA DIVERS  
2 Pyla Gardens,  
Dhekelia Road,  
Larnaca, Pyla Tourist Area,  
7081, Cyprus 
Tel: +357 24647519 
+357 99866383 
Email: info@alpha-divers.com 
Website: www.alpha-divers.com 
5 star PADI Instructor Development & Tec Rec 
Centre, BSAC Tec Centre and Seamanship Centre 
offering the very highest in course from beginner 
to Instructor. 

 
 CYDIVE DIVE CYPRUS  
20,Myrra Complex 33,  
Poseidonos Ave 1,  
Paphos 8042,  
Cyprus. 
Tel: 00 357 26 934271 
Email: info@cydive.com 
Website: www.cydive.com 
PADI. The First PADI 5� Career Development Centre & 
Centre of Excellence in Cyprus. CAOS, EH, CH,AIP,Acc, 
FCF,AT, ESI’s, EAs’, BH, AYRD, UWP, OW’s, NDCF. Fantastic 
Location, an exciting programme with 2 Boat Dives & 
Daytrips Daily. Instructor programmes 4 times a year.  
� � � � � 

 

 LARNACA DIVE-IN  
HTTC Ltd (Hyperbaric Therapy Treatment Ctr)  
Poseidonia Medical Centre  
47a Eleftherias Avenue,  
Aradippou,  
Larnaca,  
CYPRUS 7102 
Tel: 00357 24 252501/24 hr  
Emergency Diver Help Line 99 518837 
Fax: 00357 24 252502 
Email: info@hbocyprus.com 
Website: www.hbocyprus.com 
Opening Hours: 9-5 Mon -Sat.  
 
24/7 Emergency Diver Response. Air to 232 Bar.  
If you are concerned or feel that you have unusual 
signs or symptoms after a dive please always get it 
checked.  We have a 24/7, 365 days service with a 
full Hyperbaric Medical team on standby at our 14 
man fully computerized, HAUX 2200 Starmed Unit.
We are the Preferred Provider for IDAN, UK Armed 
Forces, US Armed Forces, NATO and many more. We 
offer Direct Insurance billing for all treatments.  
Also Dry Dives to 40 metres, PADI Chamber Specialty 
Courses, DAN In-Chamber Tender Courses, DAN 
Chamber Operator Courses, DAN Consumer an 

Instructor Courses to all Levels.  

� � � � � � 
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OVERSEAS DIVE OPERATORS

EGYPT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CAMEL DIVE CLUB & HOTEL  
Centre of Na’ama Bay,  
PO Box 10, Sharm El Sheikh,  
South Sinai, Egypt. 
Tel: +20 69 3600 700 
Fax: +20 69 3600 601 
Email: info@cameldive.com 
Website: www.cameldive.com 
PADI 5� Gold Palm IDC Centre, BSAC, Acc. AT, LB, 
ESI, EA, BH, AYRD, UWP, OW, NDCF, TD, CAOS, EH, 
FCF. The Red Seas friendliest diver hotel and dive 
centre. Join us for spectacular diving and the best 
apres dive in Sharm.  
Established 1986   
� � � �

 EAGLE DIVERS

Ocean Club Hotel, 
23 City Council Street,  
Hadaba,  
Sharm el Sheikh 
Tel: 002 01200001590 
002 01200001591  
Email: info@eagle-divers.com 
Website: www.eagle-divers.com 
Opening Hours: 8.00am - 6.00pm 
PADI 5* resort & TecRec Centre.  
Nitrox. Air to 220 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, 
Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, NDCF, CAOS. Providing 
first class personalised service in one of the 
worlds top diving destinations.  
We pride ourselves on making your Red Sea 
holiday the best it can be.   
� � �

   EMPEROR DIVERS
 

15 New Kawthar, Airport Road,  
Hurghada, Egypt 
Tel: (+20) 122 234 0995 
Email: info@emperordivers.com 
Web: www.emperordivers.com 
Opening Hours: See website. 
EH, LB, ESI, TD, Acc, FCF , AT, AYRD, UWP, NDCF. 
Nitrox, PADI 5� Year-round diving: the Maldives 
and Red Sea: El Gouna, Marsa Alam, Hamata and 
Sharm El Sheikh and Emperor liveaboards. Day 
diving, dive courses, resort packages. 
�

Australia - Cairns, Queensland

Spoilsport
www.mikeball.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......29
Cabins ..............15
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........30m
Hull .......Aluminium

Elec. ................240
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

Egypt, Sharm El Sheikh

VIP One 
www.vipone.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......16
Cabins ................8
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........29m
Hull .............. Wood

Elec. ................220
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .................... N

Australia - Cairns

Spirit of Freedom
www.spiritoffreedom.com.au

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......26
Cabins ..............11
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........37m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................240
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .................... N

LOOKING TO 
ADVERTISE 
YOUR DIVE 
CENTRE OR 

LIVEABOARD?



 ELITE DIVING'S DIVERS UNITED
 

Uni Sharm Hotel,  
Sharm Elysees St,  
Um El Sid Hill,  
Hadaba, Sharm El Sheikh 
Tel: 0020 1224 308 780 
Email: info@elite-diving.com 
Web: www.elite-diving.com 
Opening Hours: 8.00am to 19.00pm 
Air to 220 Bar. Divers United PADI 5 Resort. Elite 
Diving. BSAC Diver Traning Center.EH, LB, ESI, EA, 
AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. 
NITROX, ATOL Bonded through UK Tour operator. 
British Owner managers, offering Daily Boat Diving 
on some of the best reefs in the world, House 
reef, PADI & BSAC courses, Liveaboards, Special 
excursions. 
� �

 
 OCEAN COLLEGE

Naama Bay Hotel,  
Naama Bay,  
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt 
Tel: 0020 1228075516 
Email: info@ocean-college.com 
Website: www.ocean-college.com 
Opening Hours: 0800 – 1700.  
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5�IDC, Nitrox, ATOL Bonded. 
EH, ESI, EA, AIP, FCF, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. 
Ocean College dive centre's are located at the 
Naama bay hotel, the Hilton Waterfalls and the 
Sensatori resort..  
� � � 

 
 RED SEA DIVING COLLEGE  
Sultana Building, 
Naama Bay,  
South Sinai,  
Egypt 
Tel: 0020 69 3600145 
Email: info@redseacollege.com 
Website: www.redseacollege.com 
Opening hours: 8am - 9pm.  
Air to 200 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, ACC, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox, National 
Geographic. PADI 5� CDC. Multi Award winning 
centre offering all courses from entry  level  to  
professional. Conducted from a stunning beach-
front location, boasting the best facilities in Sharm.   
�

 
 SHARKS BAY UMBI DIVING CENTRE 

P O Box 275, Sharks Bay,  
Sharm el Sheikh,  
South Sinai,  
Egypt 
Tel: +20 122 714 2029   +20 69 3600942 
Email: info@sharksbay.com 
Website: www.sharksbay.com 
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm Mon - Sun. Air to 
200 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, 
UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox, PADI 5� and SSI 
Dive Centre. Sharks Bay Umbi Diving Village 
combines Bedouin style, warm hospitality and 
modern facilities. You really will come as a guest 
but leave as a friend.  � 

 

 
 SINAI COLLEGE - DIVING CENTER

Sharm Inn Amarin, Hadaba,  
Sharm El Sheikh 
South Sinai 60907,  
Egypt 
Tel: +201154055100 
Email: info@sinai-college.com 
Website: www.sinai-college.com 
Opening hours: 7.30am till 7pm every day of the 
year. Air to 200 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, NDCF, COAS. Nitrox, PADI Dive 
Centre. We are an European run and managed 
dive center based in Sharm El Sheikh with a 
friendly and professional atmosphere. We provide 
daily diving, mini safaris and liveaboards.   
� 
 
 

FUERTEVENTURA 

 
 DEEP BLUE DIVING S.L  
Barcelo el Castillo, Caleta de Fuste,  
Fuerteventura, 35610 
Tel: +34 606 275 468 or 
+34 928 163 172 
Email: info@deep-blue-diving.com 
Website: www.deep-blue-diving.com 
Facebook: Deep.Blue.Diving.Fuerteventura 
Opening Hours:  All year 9am-5pm 
Air to 200. PADI 5� GOLD PALM IDC CENTRE & 
IE LOCATION. EH, ESI, AIP, ACC, FCF, AYRD, UWP, 
NDCF, CAOS. WIFI, Equipment Washing and 
Storage Rooms. Discover Scuba to Instructor. All 
year round, water front location, small groups, 
20-25m visibilty. Exclusive dive sites, after dive 
sector.  � 

GRAN CANARIAS 

 
 BLUE WATER DIVING

 
Holiday Club Puerto Calma, Avenida Joaquin 
Blanco Torrent 2,City: Puerto Rico, Mogan 
State, Las Palmas, 35130, Spain 
Tel: +34602080208  /  +34633963248 
Email:  info@divingingrancanaria.com  
Website: www.divingingrancanaria.com 
Opening Hours: 9am until 6pm Monday - 
Sunday. Air to 200 bar. EH, ESI, Acc, AYRD, NDCF, 
CAOS. PADI 5� Dive Centre. All year round diving, 
boat and shore dives. Ideal for all level of divers. 
Special offers for groups, families and dive 
packages. Divemaster internships available. 

GREECE 

 CRETE UNDERWATER CENTER
 

Mirabello Beach Hotel,  
Agios Nikolaos 72100 Crete, Greece.  
PO Box 100 
Tel/Fax: 00 30 284 1022 406 
Mobile: 0030 6945 2444 34 / 
0030 6944 1268 46 
Email: info@creteunderwatercenter.com 
Website: www.creteunderwatercenter.com 
PADI Resort D.C.,Day Boats/ Servicing/ 
Accommodation/ Technical/ IANTD/ PADI/BSAC 
ResortCenter/Air /Nitrox/ Trimix/ KitonSale.  
Based within a hotel complex directly on the 
beach, we provide a great variety of diving  
services for Beginners through to Advanced and 
TechnicalDivers .As a well equipped resort and 
diving centre, we tailor packages to suit your 
individual or group needs. 

  NERO-SPORT DIVING CENTER
 

Limni Keri, Machairado, Zakynthos, 29092 
Tel: 0030 269 502 8481 / 0030 698 566 6645 
Email: dennis@nero-sport.de 
Website: www.nero-sport.de 
Opening Hours: All Year, Everyday  
9:30 - 18:00 (Except 15.11. - 15.12.) 
Air to 200 Bar. PADI DIVE CENTRE, IAC 5� EH, ESI, 
Acc, AT, FCF, AYRD, UWP, NDCF, CAOS. Free childcare. 
2-5 trips a day. Day trips. Night diving. Own 
accommodation. Snack bar. Great family offers. 
Special group offers. Diving all year round.  �

GALAPAGOS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONDURAS 

 UTILA DIVE CENTRE/MANGO INN

Utila, Bay Islands, Honduras 
Tel/Fax: (504) 24253327 
Email: info@utiladivecentre.com 
Website: www.utiladivecentre.com 
www.goproutila.com 
Opening Hours: 7am to 7pm 
Air to 220 Bar. PADI Career Development Centre and 
IANTD facility. Nitrox, Trimix, Rebreather friendly, 
National Geographic Facility. EH, ESI, TD, EA, Acc, FCF, 
AT, AYRD, UWP, CAOS. PADI certification courses from 
beginner to Instructor (monthly PADI IDC's) with 
diving packages and accommodation. The island of 
Utila offers spectacular Caribbean diving and Whale 
sharks.  � �

INDONESIA 

 BIG BUBBLE DIVE  
Turtle Beach, Gili Trawangan, Lombok NTB,  
Indonesia 83233. 
Tel: +623706125020  
+62811390969 
Email: info@bigbubblediving.com 
Website: www.bigbubblediving.com 
Open: 8am to 7pm daily all year round 
Established in 2001 by UK Owner Anna Walker, 
The crystal clear waters (up to 40m visibility) 
will ensure you see the very best of the aquatic 
life that diving in Indonesia has to offer. 

  BLUE MARLIN DIVE
 

Gili Trawangan, Gili Meno, Gili Air, Senggigi, 
Lombok, Indonesia. 
Tel: ++62 (0) 370 632424 
Fax: ++62 (0) 370 642286 
Email: info@bluemarlindive.com 
Website: www.bluemarlindive.com 
PADI 5� Premier IDC Centre. Acc., AT, LB, ESI, EA,  
BH, AYRD, UWP, OW, NDCF, TD, EH, CH, AIP, CAOS,  
FCF. The Gili Islands most professional & friendly  
5� IDC Centre (estblished 16 years). Spectacular  
world class ocean diving. Ocean front restaurant, 
bar, night club & freshwater pool. Full retail dive 
shop on site. DM internship programmes. Full 
technical diving facility offering TDI & IANTD. 
Blue Marlin has it’s own luxury livaboard offering 
trips throughout the Indonesian Archipelago. 
Packages available. � �

  TWO FISH DIVERS
 

One operator/three tropical-island resorts:  
Bunaken Island, North Sualwesi Lembeh 
Straits, North Sualwesi  
Lembongan Island, Bali 
Tel: 0062-811-432-805 
Email: info@twofishdivers.com 
Website: www.twofishdivers.com 
Air to 200 bar. PADI 5� IDC. Nitrox,  
EH, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, 
NDCF, CAOS. Two Fish Divers is owned and run by 
Tina and Nigel from UK. Each of their three 
tropical-island resorts offer a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere with some of the best diving in 
Indonesia: 
1) Bunaken Island, North Sulawesi - the award-
winning reefs of Bunaken Marine Park. 
2) Lembeh Straits, North Sulawesi - the muck-
diving capital of the world. 
3) Lembongan Island, Bali - home of the mola-
mola's and manta's of Bali. 
All dive resorts are PADI 5� , have european 
management, max 24divers, small dive groups, 
and a friendly and personal service. Organise a trip 
to one of more of these resorts, or book an Indo 
Dive Safari with all three resorts!   � � 

LANZAROTE 

 

 MANTA DIVING LANZAROTE  
Juan Carlos 1, No.6, Local 5,  
Puerto del Carmen 
Tel: (0034) 928 516815 
Mobile: (0034) 649 121142 
Email: info@manta-diving-lanzarote.com 
manta-diving-lanzarote-val@hotmail.com 
Skype: manta-dive-centre 
Website: www.manta-diving-lanzarote.com 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 8.30-5.30pm all year 
round. Air to 200 Bar. PADI IRRA RESORT CENTRE, 
BSAC RESORT CENTRE. OSS, ACC, AT, AYRD, BH, 
CAOS, CH, NDCF, EA, EH, UWP, ESI, FCF. PADI. 
Courses & Specialties, Discover Scuba & 
Snorkelling. Fully equipped, spacious centre, 
150mtrs from best sites in Lanzarote. Group Rates 
All level of divers welcome. NITROX.  � � 

  SAFARI DIVING LANZAROTE
 

Playa de la Barrilla 4,  
Playa Chica Puerto  
Del Carmen,  
Tel: 0034 928511992 or  
0034 646752512 
Email: enquiry@safaridiving.com 
Website: www.safaridiving.com 
PADI, PADI 5� Centre, BSAC,  
PADI Premier Centre, NAUI, SAA.Acc,AT, LB,ESI, 
EAs, BH, AYRD, UWP, OWs, NDCF, ATOL,TD, 
CAOS, EH,CH,AIP, FCF. SSI & RYA. We are a 
PADI dive centre. BSAC Premier Centre and 
Seamanship Centre. SSI Diver Training Centre. 
British owned, beach based diving centre, 
established for over 18 years. Spectacular 
Ocean diving all year round which include 
reefs, drop offs, wrecks etc to suit all levels of 
diver and the complete beginner! Special 
offers available for dive packages for shore, 
night and boat dives.  � � � 

MALDIVES 

 

   DIVING & SAILING PVT. LTD
 

Vivanta by Taj Coral Reef Resort, 
Hembadhu, North Male Atoll,  
North Male Atoll, 0000, Maldives 
Tel: 00960 7487511 
Email: diving.vivanta@gmail.com 
Web: www.blueinmaldives.com 
Opening Hours: 08.30 - 12.30, 14.00 - 18.00. 
EH, ESI, EA, AYRD, UWP, BH. PADI 5� Gold Palm 
Resort. The major appeal of our Dive Centre is the 
wreck, which was sunk in 1988, to attract marine 
life.  �

   EMPEROR DIVERS
 

15 New Kawthar, Airport Road, Hurghada, 
Egypt 
Tel: (+20) 122 234 0995 
Email: info@emperordivers.com 
Web: www.emperordivers.com 
Opening Hours: See website. 
EH, LB, ESI, TD, Acc, FCF , AT, AYRD, UWP, NDCF. 
Nitrox, PADI 5� Year-round diving: the Maldives 
and Red Sea: El Gouna, Marsa Alam, Hamata and 
Sharm El Sheikh and Emperor liveaboards. Day 
diving, dive courses, resort packages.  � 

 
 SUB AQUA DIVECENTER  
Sub Aqua Dive Center - Thailand/Oman/
Maldives, Angaga, Thulhagiri & Furaveri 
Tel: +498938476959 
Thailand: +66800523101  
Email: info@subaqua-divecenter.com 
Website: www.subaqua-divecenter.com 
Opening Hours: 08.00 - 19.00 EVERYDAY.  
PADI 5�  SSI. EH, LB, ESI, EA, FCF, AYRD, UWP, BH 
NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox. Located in Phuket (Thailand), 
Salalah (Oman) and Maldives. Thailand liveaboard 
experts. Quality services and full range of diving 
courses and facilities. Multi-lingual diving Instructor 
teams. �
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LIVEABOARD

San Cristobal, Galapagos

M/V Galapagos Sky
www.galapagossky.com

Passengers ......16
Cabins ................8
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........30m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. .........110/220
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .................... N



MALTA 

 
 DIVE DEEP BLUE MALTA  
9/11 Annanija Street, Bugibba, St Pauls Bay, 
Malta SPB 1320 
Tel: 00 356 21 583946 
Mob: 00 356 99 868957 
Email: dive@divedeepblue.com 
Website: www.divedeepblue.com 
Opening Hours: 8am till 6pm.  
PADI 5� IDC. EH ESI TD EA AIP Acc FCF AT AYRD 
UWP CH BH NDCF CAOS.Nitrox /Trimix. Facilities 
include: Dive Shop, Private parking, swimming pool, 
sun deck, gas filling/blending station, euipment rental/
sales, drying and storage areas, toilets/ showers, A/C 
class rooms, techniclal facility, CCR support. 
� � �

 
 DIVESHACK SCUBA SCHOOL  
14a, Qui Si Sana, Seafront,  
Sliema, SLM3111, Malta 
Tel: 00 356 2133 8558 
      00 356 9999 3483 
Email: info@divemalta.com 
Website: www.divemalta.com 
Opening Hours: 7 Days a week from  
08.00 till 18.00 (17.00 in winter). 
PADI 5� IDC, National Geographic and TecRec 
Facility. Seafront Location. Resident Course 
Director. All PADI Courses Taught. Rebreather 
Friendly. Escorted Dives from Shore/Boat round 
Malta, Gozo and Comino. Fully Stocked Shop. 
Operating from Comino May to Oct. Nitrox, Trimix, 
National Geographic. Speciality side mount and 
Tec side mount. Acc, AIP, AT, AYRD, BH, BS, CAOS, 
CH, EA, EH, ESI, FCF, NDCF, OSS + OWS, OST,  TD, 
UWP,   
 
� � � � � �

 
 DIVEWISE  
Westin Dragonara Resort, Malta 
Tel: (+356) 21 356 441 
Email: info@divewise.com.mt 
Website: www.divewise.com.mt 
Opening Hours: 7 days a week  
from 9am till finish. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� CDC Centre. Nitrox, 
Trimix, Boat Diving,Day trips. EH, ESI, TD, EA, ACC, 
FCF , AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS 
PADI's No1 centre in Malta offering all courses but 
specialising in Technical diving & Instrcutor level. 
 
� �

 ADVENTURE DIVING MALTA  
Adventure Diving Malta, Triq-il Luzzu, 
Qawra, Bugibba, Malta, SPB1981 
Tel: 00356 9964 4095   
00356 21574526 
Email: adventure.diving.malta@gmail.com 
Website: www.adventuredivingmalta.com 
Opening Hours: Daily 08.00-18.00. 
Air to 220 Bar. PADI 5� EH,ESI,TD, EA, Acc, FCF, 
AT, AYRD,UWP,CH,BH,NDCF,CAOS, Nitrox Available, 
We also have mixing station for Nitrox/Trimix, 
Family orientated, rebreather friendly on site 
private pool, toilets and showers(Hot),sun deck, 
tec/tec side mount. �

 GOZO AQUA SPORTS  
Gozo Aqua Sports,  
Rubat Road, Marsalforn,  
Gozo, Malta, MFN 9014 
Tel: 00356 21563037 
Email: dive@gozoaquasports.com 
Website: www.gozoaquasports.com 
Opening Hours: 7 Days a week 08:00 – 18:00. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� IDC - DSAT TECREC 
centre & BSAC Resort, ESI, TD, Acc, AT, AYRD, UWP, 
CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox and Trimix Available, 
Technical & Rebreather Diver Support. Free WI-FI, 
Free Tea/Coffee/Water, Rinsing/Drying/Storage 
facilities, Wreck, Boat, Cavern, Digital Photography, 
Drysuit, Enriched Air, Equipment Specialist, 
Multilevel, Naturalist, Navigation, Night, PPB, 
Oxygen Provider, Search & Recovery, Project 
AWARE Fish ID Specialities. � �

 ORANGESHARK H2O LTD  
Ramla Bay Resort,  
Marfa Bay,  
Mellieha 
MLH 1700,  
Malta 
Tel: 00356 79030049  /  00356 23561950 
Email: steve@orangeshark.eu 
Website: www.orangeshark.eu 
Open: 08:00 to 17:30. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� IDC Centres. EH, ESI, TD 
EA, Acc,FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP,NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox. 
 
� 

 
 PARADISE DIVING  
Paradise Diving, Paradise Bay Resort Hotel, 
Cirkewwa, MLH9068,  
Malta 
Tel: 0035621574116 
0035621524363 
Email: alison@paradisediving.com 
Website: www.paradisediving.com 
Open: May to October 08.30-17.00 Daily. 
November to April by advance reservation. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� RESORT. EH, ESI, EA, ACC, 
FCF, AT AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF CAOS, Nitrox.
Three summer boat dives daily, Malta, Gozo, 
Comino. No boat surcharge! Private beach 
location, Cirkewwa. PADI courses. Free group 
places. Free transport, Mellieha, Bugibba, Qawra.  
� 

  SEA SHELL DIVE COVE
 

Marfa Road, Mellieha, Malta 
Tel: +356/21522595 /  
+ 356/21521062 
Fax: +356 2152 1062 
Email: info@seashell-divecove.com 
Website: www.seashell-divecove.com 
EH, Nitrox, ESI, TD, CAOS, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, 
UWP, CH,BH, NDCF. Family run dive centre. Technical 
diving & courses. Escorted dives from shore/boat 
Malta, Gozo, Comino.Wreck dive specialist. Latest 
equipment for hire & for sale. � � 

MEXICO

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL  
Av R Melgar Prol S Km 1.5,  
Cozumel, Q. Roo Mexico 77600 
Tel: 52+987-872-1133    US# 727-230-9613  
Fax: 727-388-3638 
Email: scubacozumel@ecozumel.net 
Website: www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
Opening Hours: 24/7/365. 
Acc, ESI, EH, AYRD, UWP, BH, FCF, CAOS. PADI 
5� Training center and Dive Resort offering dive 
packages including room, meals and diving. Full 
service 5 star training facility offering all levels of 
instruction and daily dive trips.   � � 
 

PALAU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHILIPPINES 
 
 THRESHER SHARK DIVERS  
Malaapscua Island,  
Cebu 6013 Philippines 
Tel: 00639176254195 /  
00639177959433 
Fax: +63324370985 
Email: dive@thresherdivers.com 
Web: www.malapascua-diving.com 
Opening Hours: 5am-midnight.  
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, ACC, FCF, 
AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox. PADI 
5� CDC. The premier PADI 5 Star CDC located on 
Malapascua Island, the only place in the world where 
thresher sharks can be seen daily. � � � �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THAILAND

 SEA BEES DIVING
 

1/3 MOO 9, VISET Road, CHALONG,  
PHUKET 83130 THAILAND 
Tel: +66 (0)76 381 765  
      + 66 (0)76 381 943 
Email: info@sea-bees.com 
Website: www.sea-bees.com 
Opening Hours: 0700 - 2100 
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox, National 
Georgraphic, SSI Diamond Instructor Training 
Centre. Located in Phuket, Khao Lak, Phi Phi & Pak 
Meng - with our fleet of daytrip and liveaboard 
vessels, we are "Adventure In good hands � 

 
 SIMILAN DIVING SAFARIS Co LTD  
13/19 Moo 7, Khao Lak,  
Khuk Khak, Takuapa,  
Phang Nga, 82190, Thailand 
Tel: +66 (0)76 485 470 
Email: info@similan-diving-safaris.com 
Website: www.similan-diving-safaris.com 
Open: Monday-Sunday, 9:00 - 21:00,  
mid Oct - mid May. 
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, EA, AIP, ACC,FCF, ATF, 
UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. PADI 5 Star Dive Centre. 
Livaboard specialist, PADI courses, Nitrox aboard 
our boat. Eco-friendly toiletries. Similan, Surin, 
Islands. Myanmar (Burma). Mergui Archipelago. 
Day trips, diving, snorkelling, European, established 
for 15 years.  � 

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 

 DIVE PROVO  
Ports of Call, Providenciales,  
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Tel: 001 649 946 5040 (shop) 
Fax: 001 649 946 5936 
Email: diving@diveprovo.com 
Website: www.diveprovo.com 
Hours: Hours 8am-5pm daily. Air to 200 Bar. EST. 
Hotel/dive packages to suit every taste. PADI 5� 
Resort, SSI Resort. OSS, EH, ESI, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, 
AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox 32%. 
Daily 2 tank dives to all areas around Provo; West 
Caicos, French Cay, N.W. Point, Grace Bay, Pine Cay.
Air, Nitrox, instruction and dedicated snorkel trips. 
British owners Alan and Clare Jardine. 1990 - 2010: 
Celebrating 20 years of diving as it should be!  
� � 
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Cabo San Lucas & Ensenada, Mexico
Solmar V
www.solmarv.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......22
Cabins ..............12
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........34m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. .........110/220
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

Koror, Palau

Ocean Hunter Palau
www.oceanhunter.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......18
Cabins ................9
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........31m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................240
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

Malakal, Palau

Solitude One
www.solitude-one.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......22
Cabins ..............10
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........52m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................220
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

Mexico

Nautilus Explorer
www.nautilusexplorer.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......25
Cabins ..............13
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........35m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................120
Courses ............. N
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

Mexico

Nautilus Belle Amie
www.nautilusbelleamie.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......30
Cabins ..............17
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........41m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................120
Courses ............. N
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .....................Y

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR DIVE CENTRE OR 

LIVEABOARD?

T. +44 (0) 118 974 2502  

E. sam.wren@sportdiver.co.uk

Philippines

Discovery Palawan
www.discoveryfleet.com

LIVEABOARD

Passengers ......32
Cabins ..............16
En-suite ..............Y
Length ...........49m
Hull ................Steel

Elec. ................240
Courses ..............Y
AirCon ................Y
Nitrox ..................Y
CCR .................... N



ACCESSORIES

EQUIPMENT

� Servicing on Site
� Wet/Dry Suits
� Regulators
� BCDs

� Cylinders (IDEST)
� Computers
� Watches
� Mail order

01924 444888     dive@roho.co.uk
www.roho.co.uk

HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND

Please quote “Sport Diver” when contacting us direct for free use of wash down facilities

Top-rated family-run 

South Devon B&B
Very close to Torquay harbour for dive 

boats and easy drive of other local dive 

sites. Off road parking and fresh water 

wash down and drying facilities.

5 minutes drive to local dive shop for 

tank replenishing.

Full details and online booking at  

www.theredholme.co.uk
or telephone 01803 203647

HOLIDAYS OVERSEAS

  English owned award winning dive centre in the 
safe holiday resort of Puerto del Carmen, Lanzarote. 
Located directly on a family friendly beach.

 We can offer you the most dive sites with daily  
 boat, shore and night dives - all same price!

 Suitable for beginner and all levels of divers -  
 train your own students or complete courses with us. 

 We will not be beaten on legimate quoted prices. 
 We can assist with flights/accommodation etc. 
 Others promise - we deliver! 

Safari Diving  
Lanzarote 
Phone: (0034) 928 51 19 92
Mobile: (0034) 625 059 713
Email: enquiry@safaridiving.com
Web: www.safaridiving.com

INSURANCE

MEDICAL

Diving Medicals Nottingham  
� Sport Diver medicals £50  

� HSE commercial diving medicals £110  
� Oil and Gas UK Offshore Medicals £100

� HGV/PSV/taxi medicals £50
� Occupational Health Medicals  

Discounts for students and large groups  
For appointments call 0780 2850 084  

email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

DR Des McCann
HSE and Sport Diver Medicals 

Majority done within 72 hrs. Can usually manage same day. 
Dr Des McCann : Poole Dorset 

Mob 07970 627811 Land line 01202 708638 
desmondfmccann@hotmail.com

Diving Medicals in the Midlands HSE / Sport /
Advice – Email: doctor@midlandsdivingcham-
ber.co.uk / Tel: 01788 579555



 REPAIRS

WEBSITES

www.lumb-bros-das.co.uk 

Quality diving products.

www.otterboxes.co.uk 

Rugged waterproof cases for every environment.

www.unidive.co.uk 

A quality range of masks, snorkels, fins and knives.

www.tek-tite.co.uk 

Torches, strobes, marker lights for diving and outdoor pursuits.

CHARTER BOATS

 NORTH

For offers quote: 
“SPORT DIVER” 

SCOTLAND

Liveaboard diving holidays around the West Coast of Scotland.
Weekend, full week and mid week bookings available.

Accommodation, meals and airfills included in the price. 
Nitrox available. Diver lift on board. 
For more information please contact 

Nicki 01967 421714 or Bob 07778965618
Website: www.gaelicrose.com, Email: info@gaelicrose.com

M.V GAELIC ROSE OBAN

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CALL

SAM WREN
0118 974 2502



114    Sport Diver    MARCH 2016 www.sportdiver.co.uk

PAUL ROSE
Paul is the Vice President of the Royal Geographic Society. For 10 years he was the Base 
Commander of Rothera Research Station in Antarctica and was also the BAS Diving 
Officer. He presents television and radio programmes on the BBC. 
www.paulrose.org

NO PLAC E TO  HID

Y
ou can’t go wrong with a bit of direct action and the 

recent agreement between the UK and New Zealand to 

combat illegal fishing in Antarctica is a good example. 

The Royal Navy ship HMS Protector has been patrol-

ling the Ross Sea in pursuit of vessels fishing illegally 

for Patagonian Toothfish. The team has boarded four vessels and 

found them to be legal and have visually checked twelve more. 

Direct interventions such as boarding have an immediate effect but 

HMS Protector’s presence also acts as a deterrent. They can’t catch 

every single illegal fishing vessel but in the same way that we think 

about a Police Officer with a speed gun - if we know that they are 

on our route then we slow down. If not all of us (says the man who 

just completed a speed awareness course), then enough drivers do 

slow down to make a difference.

We’re on a roll: Last year more of the planet was protected than 

at any time in history and most of that was ocean. It’s always made 

sense to establish large marine protected areas, but one of the 

problems has been monitoring and enforcing them. Fisheries pa-

trol vessels such as the HMS Protector are expensive and if govern-

ments can’t afford them then are quite rightly loath to designate 

protected areas if they have no way of enforcement - they would 

just become “paper protected areas”. There again, that didn’t stop 

Yellowstone Park being designated as a national park in 1872 and 

the first ranger being appointed in 1880.

Thanks to satellites we don’t always need expensive ship opera-

tions and “boots on decks”. The Oxford-based Catapult Satellite Ap-

plications in partnership with Pew Environment team run Project 

Eyes on the Seas and the Virtual Watch Room. I highly recommend 

you check this out online. Here’re the basics: 

1. Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS transmitter) broadcasts position 

and course etc to satellites. 

2. Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR satellites) whizz around the world 

constantly and monitor VMS signals. 

3. Automatic Identification Systems (AIS broadcasts) transmits the 

vessel’s identity, position by VHF to nearby vessels and coastal sta-

tions. 

4. Optical Satellite Sensors provide high-resolution images to focus 

on a small area with great detail.

The Catapult system gathers this vast amount of data and works 

out when vessels are inside marine protected areas, when their 

movements indicate that they are fishing or in support of fishing 

and then sends automatic alerts. The system can also obviously 

see when a vessel turns it’s transmitters off in an attempt to avoid 

detection. When a vessel has been spotted fishing illegally it is then 

tracked to port and legal proceedings can begin. It’s not cheap, but 

it’s far more affordable than fisheries patrol vessels and it works.

Similar to this is the Global Fishing Watch. Again, please check 

this out online. This is a partnership between Google, Oceana and 

Sky Truth and is a prototype project that tracks all of the world’s 

fishing activity and then makes it freely available to the public. 

This means that countries can monitor their MPA’s and we can all 

participate in a global citizen science project to help eradicate 

illegal fishing.

But let’s face it - direct action gets the juices flowing: Last year 

Indonesia sank six illegal fishing vessels and burned 37, Palau 

burned four and the Seychelles arrested 19 illegal fishermen. In a 

tremendous world record-breaking chase covering 10,000 miles in 

110 days the great Sea Shepherd team hunted down the terrible 

poaching ship Thunder as part of their Southern Ocean Defense 

Campaign.

This is a revolution: There’s no place to hide! And I realise that 

within my lifetime I should see the end of illegal fishing. Or at least 

it will become so difficult and risky that only an opportunistic few 

will get away with it. 

“In a tremendous world record-breaking chase covering 10,000 miles
in 110 days the great Sea Shepherd team hunted down the terrible

poaching ship Thunder as part of their Southern
Ocean Defense Campaign”






