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Have we finally reached “peak beard?” Social scientists who 
study the waxing and waning of men’s facial hair have been pre-
dicting for more than a year that the profusion of beards on hip-
sters, athletes, actors, and other trendsetting males would soon 
reach its height, and then go into steady decline. The turning 
point seems to have arrived. House Speaker Paul Ryan, a straight-
arrow conservative whom no one would mistake for a craft 
beer brewer from Portland, grew a beard a few months back, 
becom ing the first speaker to sport whiskers since 1925. When 
he was widely mocked—“What is Paul Ryan thinking?” asked 
 National Review—he shaved. A host of once furry actors have 
also shown up shorn in recent weeks, including Brad Pitt, Mat-
thew  McConaughey, Ben Affleck, and George Clooney. Why? 
“Negative frequency-dependent sexual selection,” of course.

Men grow beards, social psychologist Robert Brooks explains, 

as a form of plumage. The display of facial hair advertises a 
man’s virility to prospective mates and rivals, and helps him stand 
out from the crowd. It’s an effective strategy, until lots of other 
men conform to the nonconformity. “Beards gain an advantage 
when rare,” Brooks says, “but when they are in fashion and com-
mon, they are declared trendy and that attractiveness is over.” In-
deed, a 2013 Australian study found that when a majority of 
men are bearded, women begin to find shiny, clean-shaven faces 
more attractive. What does this tell us? Something yet undiscov-
ered by the young, but obvious to those who’ve been through 
a few fashion cycles: What is cool today will look comically af-
fected tomorrow. The image  you carefully cultivate at one point 
in your life will make you cringe in embarrassment years later. 
If you don’t believe me, let me show you my photos from age 
28, when I was rocking a (unironic) mustache. I 
thought it looked rather rakish at the time.
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What happened 
President Obama struck an optimistic but 
combative tone in his final State of the Union 
address this week, arguing that his admin-
istration has made major progress on the 
economy and national security, and chiding 
Republican presidential candidates for their 
negativity. In a speech lacking the traditional 
laundry list of policy goals, Obama acknowl-
edged his failure to bridge the partisan divide 
in Washington, saying it was one of his 
“few regrets.” But the president provided a 
strident defense of his record in office, say-
ing, “We recovered from the worst economic 
crisis in generations,” and touting the reform 
of the health-care and energy sectors. In swipes against Donald 
Trump and other Republican presidential candidates, Obama 
said the fight against ISIS was being made harder by “over-the-
top claims that this is World War III,” and warned that insulting 
and alienating Muslims “diminishes us in the eyes of the world.” 
He acknowledged he will leave office with unfinished business, 
and called on Americans to address income inequality, “fix our 
politics,” and face the future with hope and optimism, not fear and 
anger. “The future we want…is within our reach,” Obama said. 
“But it will only happen if we work together.”
 
In the GOP’s official response, South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
said Obama’s record fell “far short of his soaring words.” But she 
did echo his implicit criticism of Trump, warning against listening 
to “the loudest voice in the room” and turning against all immi-
grants. Trump himself derided the speech as “boring, rambling, 
and nonsubstantive,” while Sen. Ted Cruz described it as “less a 
State of the Union and more a state of denial.” 

What the editorials said 
This speech marked the official start of “Obama’s legacy project,” 
said The Wall Street Journal. It’s going to be a hard sell. While the 
president likes to take credit for ushering the U.S. out of recession, 
the economic recovery has been “the slowest since World War II.” 
Wages remain stagnant, largely because of growth-inhibiting gov-
ernment regulation. And having pledged to change Washington’s 
fractured politics, Obama begins his final year in office with the 
U.S. “more divided in more ways than at any time since the 1960s.” 

Domestically, Obama’s achievements are 
undeniable, said USA Today. The unem-
ployment rate has been halved to 5 percent, 
with 14.1 million new jobs over seven years; 
the American automobile industry has 
sprung back to life; and “more Americans 
have health insurance than ever.” But the 
president’s critics are right to question his 
achievements abroad. ISIS “controls large 
swathes of Syria and Iraq,” while Russia and 
China have gotten away with significant and 
worrying “territorial expansions.” Obama’s 
tactical errors—withdrawing all U.S. forces 
from Iraq; underestimating ISIS—have 
undoubtedly “added to the turmoil.” 

What the columnists said 
Perhaps he didn’t fulfill the soaring “hope and change” rhetoric 
that got him elected, said Michael Grunwald in Politico.com, but 
“the Obama era has produced much more sweeping change than 
most of his supporters or detractors realize.” Gays can now marry 
and openly serve in the military. The health industry has been dra-
matically reformed and modernized. Carbon emissions are drop-
ping, solar and wind energy is booming, and Obama helped forge 
an international agreement on climate change. Initially dismissed as 
a “talker,” our 44th president has proved to be a “doer, an action-
oriented policy grind.” 
 
“Obama has long measured his legacy against the greats,” said 
Ron Fournier in NationalJournal.com. But his failure to heal the 
country’s political divide—the “founding promise of his political 
career”—will “hurt him in the eyes of history.” Obama will be 
remembered “as a good man—and maybe a good president—who 
nonetheless failed to be great.”
 
He made a key strategic mistake, said Jared Keller in PSMag.com. 
In his first year in office, Obama chose to spend all his political 
capital on forcing through the Affordable Care Act. That battle 
with the GOP set a tone of partisanship and confrontation that has 
defined the rest of his tenure. Most of his major policies—the Iran 
nuclear deal, in particular—can’t really be judged for years or de-
cades. But he is evidently determined to shape his legacy now, well 
before he has left office. This is the beginning of a “long goodbye.” 
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Regrets, he has a few.
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Obama gets an early start on shaping his legacy

It wasn’t all bad Charlotte Heffelmire is a real superhero. The 19-year-old 
Virginian was home on leave from the U.S. Air Force Academy 
when she heard a loud crash in the garage. She rushed in and 
found her dad pinned under a truck he’d been working on, 
and saw that gasoline had spilled around him and caught fire. 

Charlotte—5-foot-6 and 
120 pounds—somehow 
lifted the burning truck 
off her dad and pulled 
him free. Realizing the 
vehicle could explode, 
she then jumped 
behind the wheel and 
drove it away from the 
family home. “I just 
did what I had to do,” 
Charlotte said. “I don’t 
feel like a big hero.”

A year ago, Chris Dempsey 
overheard a coworker talking 
about a cousin in desperate need 
of a liver donor. Without hesita-
tion, the former Marine, who now 
works for Village of Frankfort, 
Ill., got tested and donated more 
than half of his liver to save the 
life of Heather Krueger, whom 
he’d never met. The pair grew 
close in the weeks leading up 
to the surgery and during their 
grueling recovery, and last month 
they got engaged. “We share a 
special bond,” said Krueger. “It’s 
not only the organ donation, but 
how much he was there for me 
through the worst time in my life.”

For the past three winters, 
Makenna Breading-Goodrich has 
gone door-to-door with her little 
red wagon, asking members of 
her Arizona community to donate 
spare jackets and blankets for the 
homeless. The 12-year-old has 
single-handedly collected more 
than 1,000 items of cold weather 
gear—coats, blankets, hats, 
gloves—so far this winter for the 
Phoenix Rescue Mission, beating 
last year’s total of 500 coats. “We 
should care about those that are in 
need,” she says. “Everyone should 
feel cared for.” Heffelmire: Honored for her bravery 

Illustration by Howard McWilliam.
Cover photos from AP, Corbis (2)



What happened 
In the latest bizarre twist to the “El Chapo” 
saga, Mexican authorities recaptured fugitive 
drug lord Joaquín Guzmán in a military raid 
last week—after the actor Sean Penn unwit-
tingly led them to the world’s most wanted 
criminal. Guzmán, known as El Chapo, or 
Shorty, was arrested in the western state of 
Sinaloa six months after breaking out of 
Altiplano maximum-security prison. As elite 
Mexican marines stormed El Chapo’s safe 
house and exchanged fire with his hench-
men, the Sinaloa cartel leader escaped down 
a sewer, but was later caught in a stolen car on a nearby highway. 
Keen to avoid another humiliating jailbreak, Mexico’s attorney 
general initiated the process to extradite Guzmán to the U.S., 
where he faces drug-related indictments in several states. 
 
Mexican authorities said they tracked Guzmán down after he met 
with Penn for a secret Rolling Stone interview in October. Penn 
said he was introduced to Guzmán by Mexican soap star Kate 
del Castillo—who was helping El Chapo make a movie about 
his life—and spoke to the drug lord for seven hours at his jungle 
hideout. Mexico said it was considering investigating the actor. In 
an email response, Penn wrote he had “nothin’ to hide.”

What the columnists said 
“The myth of El Chapo is clearly alive and well”—thanks in part 
to fawning wannabe journalist Sean Penn, said Patrick Radden 

Keefe in The New Yorker. Penn’s article 
says nothing about the countless journalists, 
lawmakers, and civilians killed by Guzmán, 
and instead paints him as a Robin Hood–
style outlaw who’s no more of a villain than 
the Americans who buy his drugs. Penn even 
violated journalistic ethics by giving Guzmán 
the right to edit his finished piece, says Dara 
Lind in Vox.com. And his writing is preten-
tious, purple, and laughably bad. “Penn ap-
parently fancies himself some combination of 
Bob Woodward and Hunter S. Thompson.”
 

It’s been clear for a long time that “Poison Penn” is “dangerously 
deluded,” said Ian Birrell in DailyMail.com. In his own mind, the 
lefty actor is a heroic “aid worker, diplomat, and peacemaker,” 
and he’s ingratiated himself with all sorts of terrible men—like the 
Castros in Cuba and former Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez—
as part of that moral crusade. The only thing more pathetic is that 
Guzmán, already one of the most powerful men in the world, was 
willing to risk his freedom “because he wants to be a film star.”
 
El Chapo could still put on a good show, said Ed Vulliamy in 
TheGuardian.com. If the rumors are true, Guzmán has some 
“very good friends in very high places” in the U.S.—many of them 
in financial and arms-dealing circles—and is eager to name those 
influential Americans in court. If Guzmán makes it to the U.S. and 
officials don’t opt for secret proceedings, we could be heading for 
“the trial of the century.”

Penn unwittingly aided in Guzmán’s capture.
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... and how they were covered  NEWS 5

What happened  
The Supreme Court this week appeared poised to dramatically 
curb the financial and political clout of public-sector unions, after 
a majority of the justices signaled they were ready to strike down a 
landmark, 40-year-old ruling allowing unions to compel nonmem-
bers to pay fees. Under the current system, unanimously upheld by 
the Supreme Court in 1977, public-sector employees such as teach-
ers, police, and sanitation workers in 23 states are required to pay 
a “fair share service fee” to the union even if they decline to join, 
on the grounds that they benefit from the collective- bargaining 
agreements the unions have negotiated. Partial refunds are typi-
cally given for any funds spent on unions’ political activities. 
 
But in the challenge this week, 10 California teachers claimed that 
paying any fees at all violates their right to free speech, because it 
forces them to subsidize positions with which they disagree. The 
court’s four liberal justices expressed worry about overturning 
the current rules, with Justice Elena Kagan noting that “tens of 
thousands of contracts” would be thrown into question. But the 
court’s conservative justices appeared sympathetic to the plaintiffs. 
“Many teachers strongly, strongly disagree with the union position 
on teacher tenure, on merit pay, on merit promotion, on classroom 
size,” said Justice Anthony Kennedy, yet they “must nevertheless 
subsidize the union.” A decision is expected in June.

What the columnists said 
When a union is negotiating with the government, everything it 
does is “inherently political,” said Deroy Murdock in National 

Review.com. The moment a teachers’ union asks for higher 
salaries, merit pay prohibitions, or limits on charter schools, it 
engages in “hotly debated political questions that directly affect 
taxpayers.” As Thomas Jefferson put it, “to compel a man to 
furnish funds for the propagation of ideas he disbelieves and 
abhors is sinful and tyrannical.”
 
Spare me the First Amendment sanctimony, said Paul Waldman 
in The Washington Post. This case is entirely about the “conser-
vative effort to destroy collective bargaining and union represen-
tation.” The plaintiffs are funded “by a veritable who’s who” of 
wealthy right-wing groups, who know that the public sector “is 
the last substantially unionized place in America.” Without man-
datory fees, “the incentive to free-ride will be strong,” dealing 
a body blow to public unions’ membership rolls. “So conserva-
tives can kill two birds with one stone”: crush a cornerstone of 
the Democratic base and “create workplaces where less power 
resides with workers and more with management.” 
 
Still, “it’s eminently possible to be broadly in favor of union 
power” and against it in the public sphere, said Megan 
McArdle in BloombergView.com. When public-sector unions 
grow powerful, it’s nearly always at the public’s expense. They 
negotiate high wages and benefits and pensions that bloat and 
break municipal budgets, which saps taxpayer money and leads 
to degraded or even suspended services. Sure, strong public-
sector unions may be “good for most of the people in them. But 
they’re not so great for the rest of us.” 

Justices weigh challenge to public-sector unions



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Trump: How he might lose (or not)
The first votes of the 2016 presidential elec-
tion are less than three weeks away, said John 
Cassidy in NewYorker.com, and “Donald 
Trump’s bubble shows no sign of bursting.” 
The tycoon’s double-digit lead in national 
Republican polls, once dismissed as an ephem-
eral fad, is undiminished. He continues to 
draw huge, enthusiastic crowds everywhere. 
Pundits and politicians—from RNC chief 
Reince Priebus to Vice President Joe Biden—
are now openly discussing the prospect of 
Trump winning the GOP nomination, and 
yet…most political insiders and journalists still seem to think that 
someone, or something, is going to stop him. Count me among 
those skeptics, said Ezra Klein in Vox.com. For all Trump’s domi-
nance in the polls, he still feels like a protest candidate, and as the 
Democrats’ Howard Dean found out in 2004, voters tend to aban-
don such candidates once actual voting begins. My gut tells me 
that Trump “will lead until he doesn’t. His fall will be quick.” 

Iowa could be Trump’s Waterloo, said James Richardson in Time. 
Sen. Ted Cruz leads Trump by a few points in that state, whose 
caucuses begin the primary season on Feb. 1. Cruz’s actual mar-
gin could turn out to be larger than the polls indicate, because a 
great many of Trump’s disaffected blue-collar supporters “are only 
nominally tethered to the political process,” and generally don’t 
vote. They’re even less likely to participate in Iowa’s “intimidating 
system of caucusing,” which can require a time commitment of up 
to two hours from its participants. If Cruz beats Trump handily in 
Iowa, said Josh Voorhees in Slate.com, it could undermine Trump’s 
“I’m-a-winner-because-I-win pitch.” The Christian conservative 
is also likely to win many of the evangelical- and delegate-rich 
Southern states on Super Tuesday, and do equally well in the West. 

“Donald Trump isn’t going to be the Re -
pub li can nominee,” said Ross Douthat in 
NYTimes.com. He’s been stuck at 25 to 
35 per cent in most primary states for months, 
and unless he somehow expands his sup-
port, that won’t get him the 1,236 delegates 
required to win the nomination. After Ben 
Carson and Mike Huckabee drop out, Cruz 
will pick up their evangelical supporters. At 
the same time, the party will unite around one 
establishment candidate, either Sen. Marco 
Rubio, Gov. Chris Christie, or Jeb Bush, 

and that survivor will fight it out with Cruz and Trump for the 
nomination. That could lead to “a battle on the convention floor,” 
or a victory by Cruz—“the most right-wing nominee since Barry 
Goldwater.” But the party really, really doesn’t want Trump to 
win, and he won’t. 

Don’t be too sure of that, said Philip Bump in WashingtonPost .com. 
If Trump can get his angry voters to show up for the  primaries—
and the tens of thousands at his raucous rallies sure seem 
 motivated—all the pundits could be wrong again. If he becomes 
the GOP nominee, Trump’s stature rises, and with polls showing 
most Americans think the economy and the country are headed in 
the wrong direction, “he could probably win the presidency.” Some 
of my fellow liberals are rooting for Trump because they think 
his “abhorrent” views would doom him in the general election, 
said Eugene Robinson in The Washington Post. To them I would 
say, “Be careful what you wish for.” In a general election, Trump 
would repackage himself for the national electorate with the same 
uncanny instinct for channeling voters’ anger that he used to win 
the Republican race. Does this make Trump the favorite to win the 
White House? No, but “this is a bad year to rule anything out.” 

Only in America
Residents of Whitesboro, 

N.Y., have voted to keep the 
town’s official seal, which de-
picts a white settler throttling 
a Native American. The image 
has been denounced as racist, 
but town officials say it shows 
a friendly wrestling match 
between town patriarch Hugh 
White and an Oneida chief 
in 1784. “Whitesboro views 
this seal as a moment in time 
when good relations were fos-
tered,” said town clerk Dana 
Nimey-Olney.

The University of South-
ern California is apologizing 
for requiring all students to 
detail their sexual histories in 
a training program on sexual 
consent. The mandatory 
online class included specific 
questions about students’ 
sexual frequency, number of 
partners, and condom use. 
After students objected, the 
university apologized “for any 
offense or discomfort.”

Boring but important
FDA nominee fight
President Obama’s choice for 
commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration was 
facing a lengthy nomination 
process this week after a 
Republican senator vowed to 
block his candidacy, citing the 
FDA’s approval of genetically 
engineered salmon. Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska), whose 
state is a major wild salmon 
producer, said she would put 
a hold on Dr. Robert Califf’s 
nomination until the FDA 
agrees to write new rules for 
labeling genetically modified 
fish. Democratic presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.) also threatened to block 
Califf’s nomination, saying 
the former clinical trial expert 
was too close to the pharma-
ceutical industry. The country 
needs an FDA commissioner 
who would stand up to Big 
Pharma, said Sanders, and 
Califf is “not that person.”

Forty-somethings, after a new study found that the midlife crisis 
is not a true psychological phenomenon, and that most people are 
actually happier in their 40s than they were at age 18.  
Color commentary, after researchers discovered that people 
who frequently use profanity are more verbally fluent than those 
who don’t. “It’s part of our emotional intelligence to know how 
and when to use these words,” said study author Timothy Jay. 
Hanging with Hef, after the Playboy mansion in California was 
listed for sale at a cool $200 million, along with a clause allowing 
89-year-old Playboy Enterprises founder Hugh Hefner to continue 
living in the house for the rest of his life in his silk pajamas. 

Gov. Paul LePage of Maine, who blamed the state’s drug prob-
lem on “guys by the name D-Money, Smoothie, Shifty” who come 
up from New York, “and half the time they impregnate a young, 
white girl before they leave.” That day, Maine officials arrested 
three people on heroin-trafficking charges, and all were white.
Eliminating the evidence, after a suspected thief in India was 
forced to eat 48 bananas so that authorities could recover the sto-
len gold chain he had swallowed. The chain passed through the 
suspect’s digestive tract, and its owner then put it in a plastic bag 
and traded it in at a jeweler for a new, cleaner one. 
Shoplifting, after a man stole a 2-foot-long python from a 
Portland, Ore., pet store by stuffing it down his pants. “He’s lucky 
it wasn’t feeding day,” said the manager. “Feeding days are on 
Mondays. And they’re very hungry.”

Good week for:

Bad week for:

THE WEEK January 22, 2016

A
P

The Howard Dean of 2016?



The U.S. at a glance ... NEWS 7

Montgomery, Ala. 
Gay marriage dispute: Judges across 
Alabama defied the controversial chief jus-
tice of the state Supreme Court this week, 
issuing marriage licenses to gay couples 
despite Chief Justice Roy Moore’s order 
to uphold the state’s now-defunct ban on 
same-sex marriage. Moore, who has been 
nicknamed the “Ayatollah of Alabama” 
by critics, claimed in his order last week 
that the U.S. Supreme Court decision 
overturning same-sex marriage bans in 
June only applied to the four states whose 
bans were directly challenged: Michigan, 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee. But 
only a handful of the state’s 67 counties 
have so far heeded Moore’s order to stop 
issuing marriage licenses; nine others 
were already refusing to marry same-sex 
couples. Most other state officials carried 
on with business as usual. “It was my 
understanding the order that was issued 
by the U.S. Supreme Court back in June 
was binding,” said Dale County Probate 
Judge Sharon Michalic.

Des Moines 
Sanders takes lead: Hillary Clinton 
went on the attack this week after her 
closest rival for the 2016 Democratic 
presidential nomination, Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, jumped 9 per cent in the 
Iowa polls—giving him a slim lead in 
the state just 20 days before the first-
in-the-nation caucuses were due to take 
place. Hours after a new Quinnipiac 
poll showed Sanders leading in Iowa by 
49 per cent to 44 per cent, Clinton blasted 
the self-proclaimed socialist for voting 
to give immunity to gun manufacturers, 
and said that his single-payer health-care 
plan would jeopardize the Affordable 
Care Act and turn over health insur-
ance to Republican governors. “If that’s 
the kind of ‘revolution’ he’s talking 
about, I’m worried, folks,” said Clinton. 
Sanders, who in several polls is also 
enjoying a double-digit lead in New 
Hampshire, said the Clinton campaign 
was “panicky” and in “serious trouble.” 

Los Angeles 
Methane leak crisis: California Gov. Jerry 
Brown declared a state of emergency 
in Porter Ranch this week, two months 

after a 
natural gas 
leak began 
spewing 
thousands 
of tons of 
methane 
and other 
gases into 

the upscale Los Angeles neighborhood—
sickening residents, shuttering schools, 
and forcing thousands to evacuate. 
The faulty well owned by the Southern 
California Gas Co. has been emitting 
up to 1,200 tons of planet-warming 
methane daily since the leak was first 
reported in October. Since then, resi-
dents have suffered nosebleeds, nausea, 
dizziness, and headaches caused by the 
sulfur-like fumes, and greenhouse 
gases equivalent to the emis-
sions of at least 7 million cars 
have been released into the 
atmosphere. Gas company 
workers have warned that it 
could take them until the end 
of February to plug the leak, 
which they now believe is con-
nected to a storage field located 
more than a mile underground. 

Chappaqua, N.Y. 
Clinton corruption probe: The FBI has 
expanded its investigation of Hillary 
Clinton’s private email server to look 
at whether 
any overlap 
between State 
Department 
business and 
the work of 
the Clinton 
Foundation 
violated “public 
corruption” laws, according to a Fox 
News report published this week. The 
Clinton Foundation accepted millions 
of dollars from foreign governments 
and corporations during Clinton’s ten-
ure as secretary of state; FBI agents are 
investigating “the possible intersection” 
of these donations with “the dispensa-
tion of State Department contracts,” 
one unnamed intelligence source said. 

Clinton is facing an ongoing 
investigation over her decision 

to use the private server. But 
in a batch of newly released 

emails, Clinton chides a State 
Department colleague for using 

his own private email to conduct 
public business. “I was surprised that 
he used a personal account if he is at 
State,” she wrote. 

Houston 
Iraqi refugees arrested: Republicans 

renewed their call 
for a pause in the 
resettlement of Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees this 
week after two Iraqi 
men who came into 
the U.S. as refugees 
were charged with 
terrorism-related 
activities in California 

and Texas. Aws Mohammed Younis al-
Jayab, 23, came to the U.S. from Syria in 
2012; he has been charged with making 
false statements to investigators involving 
a 2013 overseas trip. He allegedly told 
officials he was visiting his grandmother 
in Turkey but instead traveled to Syria to 
fight with a jihadist group. Omar Faraj 
Saeed al-Hardan, 24, came to the U.S. in 
2009, and has been charged with material 
support of ISIS, unlawful procurement of 
citizenship, and making false statements 
about receiving machine-gun training. 
“This is exactly what we have repeatedly 
told the Obama administration could 
happen,” said Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. 
“There are serious questions about who 
these people really are.” 

Philadelphia 
Cops targeted: A self-proclaimed fol-
lower of ISIS allegedly approached a 
Philadelphia 
police officer 
last week and 
opened fire 13 
times at close 
range— raising 
fears of a jihad-
ist plot against 
officers in the 
city. Several 
days after suspected gunman Edward 
Archer, 30, allegedly attacked Officer 
Jesse Hartnett in his patrol car, a woman 
approached another officer on the street 
and warned him other men were plotting 
similar attacks in the city. “The threat to 
police is not over,” the woman reportedly 
said, adding that “radical” associates of 
Archer’s frequented a location around the 
corner from where Hartnett was shot. 
Investigators later said they were seeking 
three men connected to Archer, and were 
looking into trips the suspected gunman 
had taken to Egypt and Saudi Arabia in 
2011 and 2012. Hartnett remained in 
critical condition this week. “This could 
easily have been a police funeral,” said 
police Commissioner Richard Ross. A

P
 (4

)

THE WEEK January 22, 2016

Invisible disaster Widening investigation

Al-Hardan (left) A video frame of the attack



The world at a glance ...8 NEWS 

Stockholm
Immigrant sexual assaults: The mass sexual assault by immigrant 
men in Cologne last week (see Best Columns: Europe) wasn’t the 
first of its kind. A similar assault took place at a five-day music 
festival in Stockholm last August, but was allegedly covered up 
by police to discourage anti-immigrant sentiment. Internal police 
reports leaked to the Dagens Nyheter newspaper said that about 
50 suspects, mostly young Afghans, sexually assaulted 20 women 
at last year’s festival, and that a similar number were attacked at the 
2014 event. But police reports provided to the press did not mention 
any sexual assaults, and it’s not clear how many—if any— suspects 
were prosecuted. “Sometimes we dare not tell how it is,” said 
Peter Agren, who led the police operation at the festival in 2014, 
“because we think it plays into the hands of the [far right].”

Lima
Bird’s-eye view on garbage: City authorities in the Peruvian capital 
are using vultures equipped with GoPro cameras to find illegal 
garbage dumps. Lima is plagued by a chronic trash problem: 
The city doesn’t have the resources to pick up and process all 
the garbage and recycling, and many residents dump their waste 
into rivers or on roadsides, spreading germs. Last month, officials 

strapped GPS-enabled cam-
eras onto 10 tame vultures, 
which now fly across the 
city seeking out the garbage 
they love and sending infor-
mation on their locations 
back to the Environment 

Ministry. “Lima residents like 
the vultures,” said resident Letty 
Salinas. “The world would be 
much smellier without them.”

Caracas
Squabbling legislature: The newly 
elected, opposition-controlled 
National Assembly has suspended its 
session just a few days after opening. 
The Supreme Court invalidated the 
legislature this week, saying speaker Henry Ramos Allup, a fierce 
opponent of Socialist President Nicolás Maduro, ignored its rul-
ing by swearing in three opposition lawmakers from a region 
under investigation for vote buying. Venezuelan politics is now in 
complete disarray. All that the opposition managed to do during 
its few days in power was to take down the many portraits of for-
mer President Hugo Chávez in the Assembly chamber. 

Havana
U.S. missile stolen? How did an American Hellfire 
missile used in a NATO exercise in Spain end up on 
a plane to Cuba? The Wall Street Journal reported 
this week that the State Department became aware in 
June 2014 that the missile had gone missing and was prob-
ably in Cuba. The laser-guided, air-to-surface missile was 
supposed to be shipped to Florida after the exercise but 
took a journey through Europe and hopped a flight from Paris to 
Havana. U.S. officials are investigating whether the disappearance 
was a mistake or spies or criminals were involved. The Communist 
regime in Cuba has close ties with North Korea, Iran, and 
Russia—any of which would love to examine the technology.

Marseille, France
Jews under attack: A Turkish-Kurdish teen inspired by ISIS 
tried to behead a Jewish teacher with a machete outside a 
Jewish school in Marseille this week. The teacher, Benjamin 
Amsallem, suffered a slash on the shoulder but managed 
to defend himself with the Torah he was carrying. After 
he was arrested, the attacker, identified only as Yusuf, 15, 
said, “The Muslims of France dishonor Islam, and the 
French army protects Jews.” The city’s top Jewish leader 
warned French Jews not to wear the kippah, or yarmulke, 
in public. “It really hurts to reach that point,” said Zvi 
Ammar, “but I don’t want anyone to die in Marseille because they 
have a kippah on their head.” France saw hundreds of anti-Semitic 
attacks last year, and thousands of Jews emigrated to Israel. 

Regensburg, Germany
Pope’s brother clueless: Rev. Georg 
Ratzinger, the 91-year-old brother of 
former Pope Benedict XVI, says he 
had no idea that priests and teach-
ers were sexually abusing boys in 
the Catholic choir he directed for 
30 years. A lawyer commissioned 
by the Diocese of Regensburg to 
investigate claims of abuse in the 

Regensburger Domspatzen choir and two feeder schools reported 
last week that from 1953 to 1992 some 40 boys were molested 
and more than 200 beaten. Most of the beatings were at the 
hands of teacher Johann Meier, who has since died. Ratzinger, 
who was his supervisor and who conducted the choir from 1964 
to 1994, said he knew that corporal punishment was occasion-
ally administered, but knew nothing about the sexual abuse. The 
cases are too old to be prosecuted under German law.
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Florence
American woman killed: Italian police are 
investigating the mysterious murder of an 
American artist in Florence, who was found 
strangled to death in her apartment last 
week. The naked corpse of Ashley Olsen, 35, 
was discovered after her Italian boyfriend, 
a painter, grew worried because she wasn’t 
answering her cellphone. Authorities are 
examining her Instagram feed, which mostly 
consists of pictures of her beagle but has a 
few posts that mention a stalker. Olsen was well known among 
the American expat community there, some of whom expressed 
worry over the Italian justice system in the wake of the botched 
investigation into the 2007 murder of British student Meredith 
Kercher. American student Amanda Knox was wrongfully con-
victed in that killing and served nearly four years in prison. 

Istanbul
Terrorist targets tourists: A sui-
cide bomber blew himself up in 
Istanbul’s crowded tourist district 
near the Blue Mosque and Hagia 
Sophia, killing nine Germans 
and one Peruvian and wound-
ing more than a dozen travelers 
from other countries. Authorities 
identified the bomber as a Syrian 

migrant and said they suspected him of having ties to the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. But Star, a newspaper affiliated with the 
government of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, accused 
Russia of plotting the attack as revenge for Turkey’s downing 
of a Russian jet that entered Turkish airspace last November. 
Three Russian nationals accused of having ties to ISIS have been 
arrested in Turkey in connection with the bombing, and scores of 
other people were detained in cities across Turkey. 

Madaya, Syria
Starving children: A long-awaited aid convoy finally allowed into 
the besieged Syrian city of Madaya has found the population starv-
ing to death. Government forces and their Hezbollah allies have 
surrounded the rebel-held city of 40,000 for months, cutting off all 
supplies, and the people have been reduced to making soup from 
grass. Babies have been dying because their 
mothers are too malnourished to make milk. 
Residents accused rebel fighters of hoarding 
food and selling it back to them at exorbitant 
prices. The aid, while welcome, arrived too late 
to save hundreds of people. “We saw people 
who are extremely thin, skeletons, that are 
now barely moving,” said Yacoub El Hillo, the 
United Nations humanitarian coordinator in 
Syria. America’s U.N. ambassador, Samantha 
Power, accused Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
of using “grotesque starve-or-surrender tactics.”

Osan Air Base, South Korea 
Show of force: The U.S. military flew 
a B-52 bomber over South Korea 
this week as a warning to North 
Korea after the country conducted 
a fourth nuclear bomb test. “This 
was a demonstration of the ironclad 
U.S. commitment to our allies,” said 
Adm. Harry B. Harris Jr. The 28,500 
U.S. troops in South Korea have been 
put on high alert following North 
Korea’s test last week of what it claimed to be a hydrogen bomb. 
South Korea said it and the U.S. would impose additional sanc-
tions to inflict “bone-numbing pain” on North Korea, and called 
on China to pressure the North to end its nuclear provocations.

Farsi Island, Iran
U.S. sailors released: Iran sparked 
outrage in the U.S. this week by 
releasing humiliating images of 10 
U.S. Navy sailors it held captive 
overnight after their patrol boats 
strayed into Iranian waters. State TV 
broadcast photos of the nine men 
and one woman on their knees with 

their hands behind their heads surrendering to Iranian forces, as 
well as footage of one detained sailor apologizing for “our mis-
take” and thanking Iran “very much for your hospitality.” The sail-
ors were released after 16 hours in captivity and Secretary of State 
John Kerry expressed “gratitude to Iranian authorities” for quickly 
resolving the matter. Republicans said Iran had seized the boats to 
embarrass the U.S. and that by using footage of the American pris-
oners as propaganda it had violated the Geneva Conventions. 

Baghdad 
Sectarian rage after mall attack: ISIS militants set off a car bomb 
and stormed a Baghdad mall in a Shiite neighborhood this week, 
killing at least 18 people and wounding 50 more. Iraqi forces 
landed troops on the roof of the mall and fought the attackers, 
killing two and arresting four. The attack sparked reprisals against 
Sunni Muslims in eastern Iraq, where Shiite militias firebombed 
seven Sunni mosques and dozens of shops. Abdul Lateef al-
Himayim, head of the government body overseeing Sunni religious 
sites, called the mosque burnings “a desperate attempt to destroy 
Iraqi unity” and urged Iraqis not to revert to the kind of sectarian 
warfare that followed the U.S. invasion. 
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Downton Abbey’s creator on class 
Julian Fellowes thinks class is on the way out, 
says Alexandra Wolfe in The Wall Street Journal. 
The son of a British diplomat, Fellowes is the 
writer and creator of Downton Abbey, the TV 
drama charting the contrasting lives of an aris-
tocratic English family and their servants at the 
beginning of the 20th century. Britain still has a 
fairly rigid class system, but the strictly defined 

social customs of earlier times, he says, are fading. “We don’t 
quite understand what the rules are anymore,” says Fellowes, 66. 
“The class imperatives of behavior have diminished for everyone.” 
He acknowledges that in the U.S., it’s far more possible to change 
one’s class through hard work and success. “Even from America’s 
earliest days, it was possible to go pretty far in one lifetime, much 
further than in Europe. In two generations, really, you were there. 
It is a weakness in [Europeans] that we are not more open to new-
comers. My own belief is that it must change.” Still, he says, the 
rigid class structures of yore are already gone, and no one really 
misses them—not even the elites. “One of the reasons the old 
world died was that [people] got bored with it,” he says. “They 
got tired of having to change [clothes] five times a day.” 

Why Daniel Pearl’s widow left the U.S. 
Mariane Pearl is fed up with being asked about her husband’s 
death, says Christina Lamb in The Sunday Times (U.K.). Daniel 
Pearl, a Wall Street Journal reporter, was kidnapped and beheaded 
in 2002 by al Qaida, which posted a lurid video of the killing 
online. A few hours after the video went up, a journalist inter-
viewed Mariane. “[He] had a weird, excited look in his eye,” 
she recalls. “It took me a few seconds to understand he had 
just watched the gruesome video [and wanted] to know if I had 
watched it.” Pearl, a journalist herself, was furious—even more 
so when CBS then broadcast parts of the video. “Why did [al 
Qaida] make this video? For propaganda for you to see, so you 
are crushed. If you play the video, they are playing you.” Today, 
she lives in Barcelona, having moved there from New York in 
part to escape being recognized. “There is something creepy about 
people’s fascination with horror, and I didn’t want to deal with 
that.” It follows her nonetheless. When ISIS executed American 
journalist James Foley last year, Pearl, 48, was flooded with some 
70 interview requests. She refused them all. “I had no information 
to bring,” she says. “I didn’t know James Foley. I hadn’t been to 
Iraq. What they wanted is for me to relive how horrible Danny’s 
death was. I would basically be doing PR for al Qaida, ISIS.” 

Gillian Anderson is trying to make her peace with aging, says 
Rachel Cooke in The Observer (U.K.). The X-Files actress, 47, has 
already been through a period of mourning for her lost youth. 
“I did a job once where I felt like I was the oldest person in the 
makeup trailer,” she says. “I literally cried for two days.” She’s 
now past that. “It becomes about embracing what you’ve got, 
and so much is great about this age. When I see gray hair, I 
feel comforted. Part of me can’t wait for my hair to be gray, to 
be beyond that middle bit when people still…judge.” But she 
knows full well that once she lets her blonde hair go gray, there’ll 
be no going back. “I can’t imagine how humongous that leap 
must be, because it changes the landscape entirely.” Anderson, 
a single mother of three, says she isn’t interested in plastic 
surgery. Recently, she saw a friend who had obviously gone 
under the knife. “It was so hard to know what to say. You can’t 
say anything.” She wonders where all the youth-seeking will 
lead. “Eventually, doctors will invent procedures that don’t look 
unnatural,” she says. “Then will it be OK? Is it the act itself [that 
we object to], or the fact that it doesn’t look natural?” 
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Anderson’s aversion to plastic surgery

British comic Ricky Gervais made good on 
his promise to offend Hollywood again 
while hosting the 73rd annual Golden 
Globe Awards, leaving the audience 

squirming in awkward silence 
with jokes about transgender 
people, childhood sexual 
abuse, and anti-Semitism. 
In a face-to-face exchange 
with unamused presenter 
Mel Gibson, Gervais taunted 
the disgraced actor over his 

anti-Semitic tirade during a 
drunk-driving arrest and threw 
in a dig that had to be bleeped. 
Gervais’ most controversial 
barbs came at the expense of 

the transgender community. “I’ve changed,” 
Gervais said. “Not as much as Bruce Jen-
ner, obviously.” He praised Caitlyn Jenner’s 
“great bravery in breaking down barriers 
and destroying stereotypes,” but added, 
“she didn’t do a lot for women drivers,” an 
allusion to Jenner’s involvement in a fatal 
car accident last year. In reference to the 
film Spotlight, which is about the Catholic 
Church’s cover-up of sexual abuse by priests, 
Gervais joked to audible gasps, “Roman 
Polanski called it the best date movie ever.”

Lindsay Lohan was booted from a Man-
hattan bar this week after allegedly hurling 
racist comments at a bartender, reports 
RadarOnline.com, quoting multiple sources. 
Lohan and her sister, Ali, had spent 20 min-
utes in the restroom of Vbar in Greenwich 
Village, when the bartender knocked on the 

door and asked them to leave. Eyewitnesses 
say the actress became “aggressive and 
belligerent,” asking, “Are you from Ghana?” 
in a mock West African accent, and spat at a 
customer who tried to intervene. 

 After a four-month courtship, billionaire 
media mogul Rupert Murdoch, 84, and 
former supermodel Jerry Hall, 59, are en-
gaged. The couple made it official this week 
with a discreet ad in the classified section of 
The Times (U.K.). Murdoch, who has been 
married three times, and Hall, former long-
time partner of Mick Jagger, began dating 
over the summer after being introduced by 
family members. “They have loved these 
past months together, are thrilled to be get-
ting married and excited about their future,” 
a Murdoch spokesman said. No wedding 
date has been set. 
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What is CRISPR?  
It’s a revolutionary gene-editing 
technique that enables scientists 
to snip out a piece of any organ-
ism’s DNA cheaply, quickly, and 
 precisely—cutting and editing the 
code of life the way a film edi-
tor would splice an old film reel. 
Developed at the University of 
California, Berkeley, in 2012, 
CRISPR offers great promise, 
because it could provide a true cure 
for debilitating hereditary diseases 
such as Huntington’s, muscular dys-
trophy, and sickle-cell anemia. But 
it is different from traditional forms 
of gene therapy in one key sense: 
CRISPR can be used to edit genes on the human germ line, so that 
those changes are passed down through generations—permanently 
altering the human gene pool. That capability has given new 
urgency to theoretical discussions about designer babies, mutants, 
and scientists “playing God.” In December, an international group 
of scientists called for an immediate moratorium on inheritable 
human genome editing until CRISPR’s risks have been assessed. 
“Everything I’ve learned here says we’re not ready to be doing this 
yet,” said Nobel Prize–winning biologist David Baltimore.  
  
How does CRISPR work? 
The technique was adopted from certain types of bacteria that 
have developed a gene-editing mechanism to defend against 
viruses. With an enzyme called Cas9 that acts like a molecular 
scissors, the bacteria cut out key genes of the viruses and store 
them, so their immune system recognizes and wards off those 
viruses every time it encounters them. In creating CRISPR, scien-
tists learned to use Cas9 to cut out a target gene within any cell, 
replace it with another gene if needed, and neatly stitch the ends 
of the DNA back together. The entire process takes just days, can 
be used to alter dozens of genes in all kinds of living organisms, 
and costs as little as $30. “In the past, 
it was a student’s entire Ph.D. thesis to 
change one gene,” says geneticist Bruce 
Conklin. “CRISPR just knocked that 
out of the park.” As a result, genetic 
research is nearing a breakthrough that 
could transform the world.
  
How so? 
CRISPR is already being used to make 
certain crops invulnerable to killer 
fungi, and scientists have also created 
a strain of mosquitoes with malaria-
blocking genes that the insects success-
fully passed on to 99.5 percent of their 
offspring. But the technique’s most 
promising application is as a potential 
cure for hereditary diseases. In theory, 
scientists could use CRISPR to cure 
single-gene defects like Huntington’s 
by editing out the disease-carrying 
gene from the DNA of a fetus in the 
womb—permanently erasing the 

 disease from the person’s germ 
line, so the offspring would also be 
saved. Sounds simple enough, but 
as a team of Chinese researchers 
discovered last year, modifying the 
actual human genome is fraught 
with difficulties.
  
What happened in China? 
A team at Sun Yat-sen University 
in Guangzhou attempted to mod-
i fy the germ line in dozens of 
human embryos, hoping to snip 
out a defective gene that causes a 
deadly blood disorder. The study 
caused shock waves in the scientific 
 community—but also highlighted 

the practical difficulties of DNA editing in higher organisms. Of 
the 86 embryos used—all of which were nonviable—just four 
manifested the new gene designed to replace the defective one. 
Worse, there were inexplicable mutations in genes that weren’t 
targeted by the researchers. “The number of unintended effects is 
precisely why this technique is not appropriate for use in clinical 
applications,” bioethics professor R. Alta Charo told Wired.  
  
What are scientists’ biggest fears? 
The first is whether CRISPR can be used safely and without caus-
ing unintended genetic changes. Even the best geneticists admit 
they have only scratched the surface in their understanding of 
human DNA and the effects that CRISPR might have on a per-
son’s 20,000 to 25,000 genes, which interact in still-mysterious 
ways. The larger question, of course, is whether scientists should 
be tinkering with the human gene pool at all. At some point, 
researchers could switch their attention from curing hereditary 
diseases to editing supposedly desirable traits into a person’s 
DNA, such as high intelligence, tall stature, or blue eyes. “Great 
things can be done with the power of technology—and there 
are things you would not want done,” said Jennifer Doudna, a 

Berkeley biologist who co-invented 
CRISPR. “Most of the public does 
not appreciate what is coming.”
 
Will there be a moratorium?  
That’s unclear. The international 
conference of scientists who called 
for the freeze in December included 
authoritative figures from across the 
world. But they have no regulatory 
powers and can do nothing to stop 
researchers in countries like China 
from vigorously pursuing CRISPR 
experiments. Doudna says she dreads 
the idea of the technique being used 
on human embryos, but given its 
potential for preventing children 
from inheriting debilitating diseases, 
believes that step is inevitable. At a 
recent meeting of geneticists, Doudna 
said, one of her colleagues observed, 
“There may come a time when, ethi-
cally, we can’t not do this.”

Briefing NEWS 11

‘Fixing’ what nature provided: a model of human DNA

Editing the human race
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Return of the woolly mammoth? 
CRISPR has prompted fears that rogue scientists 
will create “Frankenbabies,” but researchers have 
been using the technique to resurrect a completely 
different kind of beast. In March, a team led by 
Harvard geneticist George Church announced they 
had successfully copied the genes from the frozen 
tissue of a woolly mammoth, a species extinct 
for the past 4,000 years, and pasted them into 
the genome of an Asian elephant. The next step 
will be to insert those genomes into an elephant 
egg cell for implantation. The team hopes to cre-
ate a furrier elephant-mammoth hybrid that can 
survive in cold temperatures, so that elephants 
can live comfortably outside of Asia and Africa, 
where their own existence is threatened by con-
flict and poverty. What was once purely the realm 
of science fiction is quickly becoming reality, says 
Church. “First there was Jurassic Park. Now we 
have the exact DNA for these ancient species, and, 
in some cases, we have the appropriate hosts that 
are pretty close.” 

A new genetic technology called CRISPR may enable scientists to make permanent changes in a person’s DNA. 
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A man wanted by police 
in Ohio wasn’t happy with 
the mug shot on his arrest 
 warrant—so he sent cops a 
more flattering selfie. After 
police posted a photo of Don-
ald Pugh flashing a cheesy 
smile, the 45-year-old texted 
officers a new shot of himself 
in a suit jacket and shades. 
“Here is a better photo, that 
one is terrible,” said the fugi-
tive, who is a person of inter-
est in several crimes. After 
the new photo went public, 
someone spotted Pugh and 
called police, who arrested 
him and posted his new mug 
shot with the caption: “How’s 
this photo, Donald Pugh?”

A South Korean inventor 
who was fed up with drinking 
alone has created a robot 
companion that can knock 
back shots with him all night 
long. Eunchan Park began de-
veloping Robot Drinky after 
he spent Christmas 
2012 drinking rice 
wine by himself. “I 
had no girlfriend 
at that time,” 
he said. “Drink-
ing alone was 
definitely terrible.” 
Drinky is designed 
to combat that 
sense of soli-
tude: It can clink 
glasses in a toast 
and nods its hea d as its ine-
briated human buddy rants 
away. Drinky, though, never 
gets drunk—the booze flows 
straight from its mouth down 
a tube and into a mason jar. 

Canadian researchers have 
cracked open a 125-year-old 
bottle of beer, but can’t agree 
whether it’s tasty or vile. A 
scuba diver found the corked 
bottle at the bottom of Halifax 
harbor, and a team of experts 
assembled to sample the 
brew. Local brewer Chris 
Reynolds said the “surpris-
ingly good” ale had hints of 
cherry and oak. But fermen-
tation researcher Andrew 
MacIntosh complained that 
the old beer smelled awful 
and had an “odd, meaty” 
flavor. “You wouldn’t want to 
drink any of it,” he said.

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

For years, conservatives on both sides of the Atlantic have warned that 
Europe’s open-door immigration policies “threaten to destabilize the 
continent,” said Ross Douthat. The predicted cultural disaster is now 
underway, with the sexual assaults on hundreds of German and Finn-
ish women by Muslim immigrants on New Year’s Eve. The recent mass 
migration of African and Middle Eastern men to Europe—1 million 
to Germany in 2015 alone—has left their host countries “in uncharted 
territory,” especially since “a huge proportion of them are teenage and 
20-something men” without wives or families. Unattached men tend to 
cause trouble, and “many of these men carry assumptions about wom-
en’s roles that are diametrically opposed to the values of contemporary 
Europe.” Germany and other countries cannot possibly assimilate so 
many immigrants at once. In fact, with its low birthrate, Germany 
could be headed toward a future in which half of its under-40 popula-
tion consists of Islamic immigrants with profoundly illiberal views. That 
would be a social and political disaster, and lead to a violent nativist re-
volt that would bring back memories of the 1930s. Germany must close 
its borders to migrants, and surrender the illusion that its “past sins can 
be absolved with a reckless humanitarianism in the present.”

Donald Trump’s divisive campaign “is damaging his brand,” said Will 
Johnson and Michael D’Antonio. Before he began his run for presi-
dent, Trump made his $3 billion fortune largely through “endless self- 
promotion,” successfully linking his glamorous lifestyle with his high-
end “Trump” residential developments, hotels, and country clubs. But 
a new survey by the marketing giant Young & Rubicam has found that 
among the people Trump’s businesses depend on—those earning over 
$100,000 a year—“the value of the Trump name is collapsing.” After 
his caustic and coarse performance on the stump, most high-income 
consumers no longer associate the Trump name with such terms as 
“prestigious,” “upper class” and “leader.” In fact, researchers said the 
plunge in the brand’s reputation is so steep, it resembles what happens 
following “a big corporate scandal, like a product recall or financial 
misconduct.” For now, Trump will shrug off any impact his controver-
sial campaign has had on his finances, and he has enough money to re-
main “wealthy and comfortable for the rest of his days.” But the brand 
he planned to pass on to his children may be permanently tainted.

College sports has a racist business model, said sports lawyer Donald 
Yee. The two sports that bring in most of the revenue, football and 
basketball, are largely played by young black men: In the six biggest 
conferences, a 2013 study found, 57 percent of football players and 
64 percent of m en’s basketball players were African-American, even 
though “black men made up less than 3 percent of the overall student 
population.” Only a tiny percentage of college athletes go on to sign 
NBA and NFL contracts, and many never get their diplomas, because 
they are required to spend so much time practicing, traveling, and play-
ing. But their free labor on the playing field generates billions of dollars 
for the colleges, coaches, assistants, and officials in the conferences and 
NCAA, who routinely make salaries ranging from $500,000 to $7 mil-
lion. A recent study found that “87.5 percent of top-tier head football 
coaches and 76 percent of Division I basketball coaches were white.” 
It’s time for athletes to realize the huge economic power they wield 
and take a stand. If they refuse to play until they are paid, colleges will 
panic, and change “could come rapidly and fairly easily.”

Europe’s
immigration
folly
Ross Douthat
The New York Times

Getting rich 
off athletes’ 
free labor
Donald H. Yee
The Washington Post

The price
Trump
will pay
Will Johnson and 
Michael D’Antonio

Politico.com

“I’ll be leaving Congress at the end of this term—sentimental about many 
things, but liberated from a fundraising regime that’s never been more 

dangerous to our democracy. I’ve spent roughly 4,200 hours in call time, attended more than 
1,600 fund raisers just for my own campaign, and raised nearly $20 million, in increments of $1,000, 
$2,500, and $5,000, per election cycle. And things have only become worse in the five years since 
the Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision. I’ll miss Congress: the history, colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, the ability to help my constituents. But I won’t miss leaving phone messages ask-
ing PACs to ‘max out before the end of the quarter.’” U.S. Rep. Steve Israel in The New York Times

Viewpoint
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UNITED KINGDOM A large number of Scots want independence from 
Britain, but you won’t hear them say so in the 
Scots language, said Pavel Iosad. Many indepen-
dence movements across the world are closely 
tied to language rights—just look at the Catalans 
and Basques in Spain, who insist on the right 
to use their native tongues in their own lands. 
Scottish identity, by contrast, is not dependent 
on Scots. In fact, many Scottish people seem em-
barrassed by it. Just look at the outcry last week 
after The National, a pro-independence news-
paper, ran a front-page article written entirely 
in the language of the Scottish Lowlands. Don’t 

worry, this isn’t going to be a daily affair, colum-
nist Matthew Fitt wrote, “it’ll juist be this wan 
wee tutties neuk o ill-judgit opinion and havers 
spewin oot at ye wanced a week.” National read-
ers can be presumed to be dedicated patriots, yet 
they were appalled. They complained that the 
article wasn’t “even Scots, just broken English,” 
and that nobody they knew spoke that way. In 
fact, Scots is a sister language of English, and the 
two are mutually intelligible, more or less. Per-
haps that’s why it gets derided as just slang or an 
accent. In the contest of languages on these Brit-
ish Isles, poor Scots is the “underdug.”

Romanians will believe the most outrageous 
conspiracy theories, said Doru Pop. The latest 
ridiculous narrative circulating on social media 
holds that the tragic nightclub fire that killed 63 
people in Bucharest last October was, in fact, an 
act of arson ordered by President Klaus Iohannis. 
The president, the theory goes, somehow knew 
that such an event would spark mass protests 
and lead to the resignation as prime minister of 
his political rival, Victor Ponta. Other variations 
claim that the fire was a plot by the CIA, or 
maybe the Russian FSB, or even our own secret 
service. Why do these implausible tales get so 
much traction? Is it because of our communist 

past as a Warsaw Pact country, when our citizens 
were encouraged to spy on one another and our 
government really did plot against us? Or is it 
that “we Romanians are inclined toward super-
stitions, mysticism, magical explanations, and 
ex ag ger ated justifications for anything and every-
thing”? Horoscopes are wildly popular here, 
after all, and the prophecies of Nostradamus are 
considered more reliable than the weather fore-
cast. Our gullible people just don’t think these 
things through. If Iohannis really is as ruthless 
and capable as their conspiracy theories imply, 
then why is he “almost powerless” to get any of 
his policies implemented? 
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A mob of foreign men attacking 
women in the middle of a German 
city—it seems unimaginable, said 
Philipp Neumann in the Berliner Mor-
genpost (Germany). But it happened 
on New Year’s Eve in Cologne, when 
up to 1,000 men of North African and 
Middle Eastern appearance massed 
near the central train station and began 
hurling fireworks at revelers. In what 
appeared to be a planned assault, 
the men then split into small groups 
and encircled women, groping them 
and stealing their wallets and phones. 
Two women said they were raped, 
and more than 200 were sexually 
molested. Similar attacks—on a smaller scale—were reported in 
Hamburg, Stuttgart, and cities across Europe. Cologne police 
have arrested some 30 attackers so far, more than half of whom 
were asylum seekers. One Tunisian detained near the station had 
a notepad with Arabic-to-German translations of phrases like 
“big breasts,” “I’ll kill you,” and “I want to f--- you.” Another 
suspect sneered at police, “I am Syrian. You have to treat me 
kindly. [Chancellor Angela] Merkel invited me.”

Overnight, the debate about taking in refugees has been trans-
formed, said Stefan Aust in the Welt am Sonntag (Germany). 
Merkel is backtracking on her “open door” policy toward asy-
lum seekers. But it’s too little, too late. Over the past year, we 
have let in 1 million refugees, two-thirds of them young men. 
Imagine what would happen if a similar number of young Ger-
man men were dumped in a foreign land, “brimming with energy, 

homesick, lacking language skills, and 
bored.” Violence would be inevitable. 

Don’t pretend Islam has nothing to 
do with this outrage, said Melanie 
Phillips in The Times (U.K.). These 
men “come from societies where 
women are deemed inferior and 
nonbelievers despised,” and they are 
more prone to attacking women. 
Look at Sweden, which has taken 
in the most Muslims per capita. The 
rape rate has skyrocketed, and a huge 
number of those convicted are immi-
grants or children of immigrants. Yet 
liberal Europe refuses to admit this. 

Indeed, the Cologne police actually tried to conceal the ethnicity 
of the New Year’s Eve attackers. 

The fact is that “Islamic culture and European norms are not 
compatible,” said Shamil Shams in DW.com (Germany). As a 
Pakistani journalist working in Germany, I found it naïve that 
many Germans believed Muslim refugees would abandon their 
old views as soon as they arrived here. “I know many Muslims 
who have been living in Germany for decades, speak fluent Ger-
man, yet harbor deep resentment against secularism and Western 
values.” Such views can only be combated with a thorough, 
years-long integration program—one that extends far beyond 
German-language lessons. The government needs to implement 
such a policy now, or risk seeing neo-Nazi anti-immigrant groups 
rocket in popularity. If that happens, the Germany that opened 
its borders to so many people in need could vanish forever. 

Scotland
isn’t speaking
Scots
Pavel Iosad
New Statesman

ROMANIA

Protesters in Cologne demonstrate against the assaults.

Why we love
conspiracy
theories
Doru Pop
Adevarul
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SOMALIA

ISRAEL

Thanks to the business acumen of the Somali 
people, Somalia is no longer a failed state, 
said Charles Onyango-Obbo. Al-Shabab, the 
al Qaida–linked group that has been battling 
United Nations–backed forces for years, has not 
been defeated, but it has been routed from major 
cities. Outgoing U.N. envoy Nicolas Kay says 
Somalia has stabilized and is now “a recovering 
fragile country.” How have the Somalis managed 
this? By being more practical and resilient than 
others in their position. “Elsewhere in Africa, 
people wait for a formal end to conflict to be 
declared” before they will risk starting a busi-

ness. Somalis, though, “move in quickly and start 
building” just days after militants have left. They 
are unfazed by the fact that more than 80 percent 
of the currency in circulation is counterfeit—they 
just accept fake shillings as legal tender and im-
provise an economy from there. Somalia embodies 
a spirited competition for the souls of the people 
“between the benefits of war and militia member-
ship on one side, and the profit of unregulated 
commerce” on the other. The lesson for Africa is 
that warring factions don’t need to love one an-
other to make peace. They just need to “be greedy 
enough to want to do business.”

Israeli Arab society is awash in guns, but Israel 
didn’t notice until two Jews were shot dead, said 
Simona Weinglass. Gunfire is “a daily reality” in 
Israel’s Arab neighborhoods, and while most of 
the time it is “shooting in the air at a wedding, or 
young men showing off,” some bullets are fired in 
aggression. These neighborhoods are unsafe. More 
than half of Israeli Arabs fear being the victim of 
a violent crime, compared with less than a third 
of Jews. When Arabs call police to report gunfire, 
squad cars are rarely sent out to investigate. For a 
decade, “Arab leaders have been pleading with the 

government” to increase policing and confiscate 
illegal weapons, but their pleas have been ignored. 
Not anymore. On New Year’s Day, an Arab citi-
zen shot up a café, gunning down two Jews and 
sparking a manhunt before being killed by police 
days later. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
railed against the Arab minority in a speech, 
declaring he would “not accept” a nation with 
“pockets of lawlessness”—as if the situation were 
the fault of Arabs. “Here’s what I’d like,” said 
Waseem Hosary, an aide to an Arab Knesset mem-
ber. “I’d like the police to treat us just like Jews.”C
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An instinct
for commerce
brings stability
Charles Onyango-Obbo
Daily Nation (Kenya)

Only Jewish
victims spur
response
Simona Weinglass
TimesOfIsrael.com

Now that Mexico’s most wanted 
fugitive has been recaptured, the 
country faces a dilemma, said El 
Universal (Mexico) in an edito-
rial. Should drug kingpin Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzmán be tried 
here or extradited to the U.S.? 
After six months on the run, El 
Chapo (“Shorty”) was captured 
last week when Mexican marines 
carried out a daring early morn-
ing raid on a house in the western 
city of Los Mochis. That opera-
tion was a Mexican triumph, but 
it will quickly be forgotten if the 
head of the brutal Sinaloa cartel 
again slips from the government’s 
grasp. Guzmán has broken out 
of Mexican prisons twice before: 
In 2001, he smuggled himself out in a laundry cart and last year 
scurried down a mile-long tunnel dug under his cell. If we keep 
him here and he escapes a third time, “the credibility of Mexican 
institutions will be destroyed.” But if we ship him off to the U.S., 
it will be a humiliating admission that our justice system “cannot 
make an international criminal pay for his crimes.” Still, even 
if authorities do decide to extradite El Chapo to our northern 
neighbor, as seems likely, he will remain in a Mexican jail cell for 
months or years while his lawyers work the system.

Mexican authorities are taking no risks this time, said Jesús 
Michel in El Sol del Centro. After Guzmán busted out of the 
high-security Altiplano lockup last July, inspectors gave the 
prison a “thorough overhaul.” All locks and cameras, vents and 

entrances have been double-
checked. “Army officers in co-
ordination with federal police” 
now patrol the perimeter with 
tanks and helicopters. That 
such measures had to be taken 
at all “makes a mockery of the 
term ‘maximum’ in maximum 
security,” said Daniel Jesús 
Carrillo Polanco in Diario de 
Yucatán. If we can improve 
on it, then obviously it wasn’t 
maximum when El Chapo 
was locked up there, was it? 
In any case, it doesn’t matter 
how many guards there are: 
Guzmán, who is worth at least 
$1 billion, can bribe them all. 
It would be far more sensible 

to extradite him to the U.S. Sure, that would be “confirmation 
of the government’s weakness and ineptitude,” but at least he 
wouldn’t escape again. 

America should step up and take responsibility for Guzmán—
after all, it helped create him, said Miguel Ángel Velázquez in 
La Jornada. The Sinaloa cartel is thought to have revenues ex-
ceeding $3 billion a year, and it wouldn’t be able to make that 
cash without “the connivance of the U.S. financial system,” the 
constant flow of arms southward across the Rio Grande, and the 
“complicity of U.S. authorities who have done nothing to com-
bat the serious problem of addiction” in their own country. The 
U.S. just might do better at keeping El Chapo in prison. But it is 
failing at the drug war just as badly as Mexico.

How they see us: Should El Chapo go to the U.S.?

‘Shorty’ Guzmán: Nabbed after six months on the run

THE WEEK January 22, 2016



Talking points16 NEWS 

Ja
ke

 M
ay

/T
he

 F
lin

t 
Jo

ur
na

l-M
Li

ve
.c

om
/A

P,
 V

iv
ia

n 
Zi

nk
/B

ra
vo

2015 was the safest year 
for commercial air travel 
yet. Not a single passen-
ger fatality was recorded 
on a Western-built jet, 
aside from the premedi-
tated Germanwings crash 
in the French Alps and the 
terrorism-related Metrojet 
crash over Egypt. There 
were 34 million flights last 
year, and a total of 16 air-
liner crashes, the Aviation 
Safety Network said.  
Condé Nast Traveler

 A person was more 
likely to achieve sainthood 
(odds of 1 in 20 million) 
or be killed by asteroid 
impact (1 in 75 million) 
than to win this week’s 
record-shattering $1.4 bil-
lion Powerball jackpot (1 in 
292 million). 
The Boston Globe

A record-breaking 409 
scripted series aired across 
broadcast networks, cable, 
and streaming services in 
2015, yet that number was 
still dwarfed by the num-
ber of reality TV shows 
that year: 750 different 
shows on prime-time cable 
alone. About 350 of those 
reality shows were new.  
Vox.com

The sale of breast 
pumps has soared 50 per-
cent since 2013, partly be-
cause so many new moth-
ers have jobs outside the 
home and partly because 
the devices are covered 
under the Affordable Care 
Act. Some women with 
leftover frozen breast milk 
are selling it for $1 to $3 
an ounce on websites like 
onlythebreast.com to new 
mothers and athletes, who 
see it as a new superfood. 
Time 

Flint: The poisoning of a city
Nearly two years ago, Michigan 
officials decided to save money 
by switching the city of Flint’s 
water supply from Lake Huron 
to the Flint River, said Sara 
Ganim in CNN.com. “Soon 
after the switch, the water 
started to look, smell, and taste 
funny.” Children in the largely 
poor and black city began devel-
oping rashes and losing their 
hair. Republican Gov. Rick Sny-
der and city officials reassured 
residents that the murky brown 
drinking water was safe. But 
then one doctor began analyzing kids’ blood lead 
levels, and found that they had doubled and even 
tripled in just months. After ignoring residents’ 
concerns for 18 months, said Elias Isquith in 
Salon.com, officials came clean: The Flint River 
water is high in chloride, possibly from road-salt 
runoff, and therefore extremely corrosive. It had 
been causing the city’s old water pipes to leach 
lead—poisoning residents with one of the most 
damaging neurotoxins known to science.

“The story is horrifying, on a visceral, ‘This isn’t 
supposed to happen here’ level,” said David 
Graham in TheAtlantic.com. In 2013, Snyder 
appointed an emergency manager to “fix the 
broken city” of Flint, which lost its economic 
base when factories closed. That manager— 

unaccountable to voters—
decided to save some money 
by making them drink the 
famously filthy Flint River. The 
state even chose not to spend 
a paltry $100 a day to treat 
the river water to make it less 
corrosive, said the Detroit Free 
Press in an editorial. Mean-
while, Snyder has moved with 
infuriating slowness in admit-
ting something was wrong, 
and then in distributing water 
filters and bottled water and 
testing residents for lead expo-

sure. One has to wonder: “How would the state 
have responded to a crisis of such proportions in 
a community with more wealth and power?” 

To allow lead, of all toxins, into drinking water 
is “a moral atrocity,” said Ryan Cooper in 
TheWeek.com. Lead stunts children’s growth and 
causes irreversible brain damage; its debilitating 
effects on IQ levels and impulse control “may 
have even caused a great crime wave” in the 
1960s and ’70s. “That’s how lead works,” said 
Yanan Wang in The Washington Post. “It leaves 
its mark quietly, with a virtually invisible trail” 
that causes decades of suffering. In years to come, 
countless Flint parents will wonder if their kids’ 
lives “would have been better—if it weren’t for 
the water.” 

Noted

“When it comes to repealing Obamacare, the 
62nd time is the charm,” said James Arkin in 
RealClearPolitics.com. After 61 failed attempts, 
congressional Republicans finally managed last 
week to pass a bill undoing the Affordable Care 
Act, using a legislative trick called “reconciliation” 
to circumvent the Democrats’ blocking tactics. 
President Obama wasted no time in vetoing the 
repeal, of course. But it was the first time he had 
to do so, and proof that his signature health-care 
legislation could easily be undone by a Republican 
president. “Liberal spin can’t disguise that the law 
is failing,” said The Wall Street Journal in an edi-
torial. While the legislation has reduced the unin-
sured rate by turning health care into an entitle-
ment, it has also resulted in higher premiums and 
a major disruption of health-care markets. With 
this repeal bill, House Speaker Paul Ryan has 
shown that “the 2016 election is all that stands 
between Obamacare and history’s dustbin.”

Don’t believe it, said Paul Waldman in Prospect 
.org. Obamacare has been a success, and repeal-
ing it would be “a political disaster of unimagina-
ble proportions” for the GOP. It would instantly 
strip about 9 million people of the insurance they 
receive through Medicaid; cause chaos for the 

11 million others with private coverage through 
the ACA’s exchanges; and threaten the half of 
all Americans who have a pre-existing condition 
with the possible loss of their insurance. Conser-
vatives keep insisting “the law is failing,” said 
Jonathan Chait in NYMag.com, when a moun-
tain of evidence shows that it’s not. The costs of 
premiums and government funding remain below 
initial forecasts, and health-care spending is rising 
“at its slowest rate in five decades.” There are 
good reasons Republicans have no replacement 
for Obamacare after six years of trying. “They 
are left with their circular conviction that Obama-
care is evil because it is Obamacare.”

It’s true: These are “gloomy days for Obamacare 
opponents,” said Noah Rothman in Commentary 
Magazine.com. While Democrats are still fiercely 
protective of the ACA, Republicans are now more 
concerned about the economy, immigration, ter-
rorism, the deficit, and foreign policy. That dis-
parity means that Republican promises to repeal 
Obamacare don’t excite conservative voters, while 
“energized” Democrats would rush to the polls to 
defend it. As we conservatives feared, Obamacare 
has become sufficiently entrenched that repealing 
it might not be smart politics.

Obamacare: Would the GOP really repeal it?

A protester at Flint’s City Hall
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Even more Real Housewives



“The earth has grown a 
nervous system, and it’s us.” 

Philosopher Daniel Dennett, 
quoted in TheBrowser.com

“If from infancy you  
treat children as gods,  

they are liable as adults to  
act as devils.” 

P.D. James, quoted in The Wall 
Street Journal

 “All theology has two 
simple principles: that we 
matter and that everyone 

else matters.” 
G.K. Chesterton, quoted in 

USA Today 

“To speak ill of others  
is a dishonest way of  
praising ourselves.” 
Will Durant, quoted in 

Bookreporter.com 

“Money may not immedi-
ately kill people in the way 
terrorism does, but it does 
change the fabric of daily 
life in much deeper and 
more insidious ways.” 

Writer Luc Sante, quoted in 
The Guardian (U.K.) 

“I have great faith  
in optimism as a guiding 

principle, if only  
because it offers us the 
opportunity of creating  

a self-fulfilling prophecy.” 
Arthur C. Clarke, quoted in 

HuffingtonPost.com 

“You would think that a 
rock star being married to 
a supermodel would be 

one of the greatest things 
in the world. It is.” 

David Bowie, quoted in 
The Scotsman (U.K.)

Talking points

Wit & 
Wisdom

C
or

bi
s

NEWS 17

Poll watch
67% of Americans sup-

port President Obama’s 
executive actions to expand 
background checks on 
gun sales, including 85% 
of Democrats, 65% of in-
dependents, and 51% of Re-
publicans. But 54% oppose 
his use of executive action 
to change gun laws, while 
44% support that strategy. 
CNN/ORC

After years of bitter parti-
sanship, just 29% of Ameri-
cans identify as Democrats, 
and just 26% identify as 
Republicans. 42% identify 
as independents. 
Gallup
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Ted Cruz: Trump’s new birther target
“Ah, what goes around 
comes around,” said Eugene 
Robinson in The Washing-
ton Post. After spending 
years stoking the conspiracy 
theories of unhinged birthers, 
who insisted that President 
Obama was born in Kenya, 
Republicans are finally get-
ting a taste of their own 
 medicine—courtesy of the 
king of the birthers, Donald Trump. With Cruz 
nosing ahead of him in Iowa polls and the cau-
cuses just a few weeks away, the Machiavellian 
Trump has begun questioning whether his rival 
for the far-right vote is eligible to be president. 
Cruz was born in Calgary in 1970 to an Ameri-
can mother and a Cuban father; consequently, 
Trump claims to be very worried that if Cruz 
were nominated, Democrats would go to court to 
test whether he meets the Constitution’s require-
ment that a president be “a natural born citizen.” 
Gee, said Trump, “I’d hate to see something like 
that get in his way.”  
 
Trump is bluffing, said Paul Waldman in 
 Washington Post.com. “There seems to be virtu-
ally no debate among constitutional scholars” 
over whether the children of U.S. citizens auto-
matically qualify as “natural born” themselves, 
no matter where they were born. Ironically, said 
Thomas Lee in the Los Angeles Times, the only 

legal scholars who might 
disagree are constitutional 
originalists—conservatives 
who believe the Constitu-
tion “means what ordinary 
people would have under-
stood it to mean at the 
time.” Cruz is a proud orig-
inalist. In 1788, common 
law would have looked at 
where Cruz was born, and 

his father’s citizenship, and decreed him a for-
eigner by both “soil” and “blood”—no doubt 
about it. “To be faithful to his understanding of 
what the Constitution means, the senator may 
have to disqualify himself.”  
  
“Cruz has been laughing this all off in public,” 
said Jim Newell in Slate.com, but he’s got to be 
worried. Trump’s latest political attack is—yet 
again—“pitch perfect.” Many Republican pri-
mary voters “feel unnerved by even the smallest 
whiff of foreignness”; now, thanks to Trump’s sly 
hypothesizing, the words “Cruz” and “Canada” 
are appearing together daily in the news. After 
eight years of President Obama, “Republicans 
want the White House badly,” and the fear of a 
legal challenge, “however improbable,” might 
spook some voters. Cruz could always seek a 
declaratory legal judgment to prove he’s eligible 
to run, of course. “But it would be humiliating, 
and Trump knows that.” 

Could technology “help curb gun violence”? 
asked Alex Byers in Politico.com. Among Pres-
i dent Obama’s flurry of executive actions to 
tighten firearms sales, one holds real promise to 
produce a significant reduction in the carnage: 
his order that government agencies conduct new 
research into “smart guns.” These weapons are 
designed to block everyone but the owner from 
firing them, and could thus reduce the thousands 
of crimes, suicides, and accidental shootings com-
mitted with stolen or borrowed firearms. Smart 
guns personalize weapons via fingerprint scan-
ners, handgrip sensors, or computer chips linked 
to specific rings or watches. Such devices have 
been under development for two decades, said 
Robert J. Szczerba in Forbes.com. But progress 
stalled as funding dried up amid a huge backlash 
from the National Rifle Association. The NRA 
argues that if smart guns are introduced, the 
government will eventually make that technology 
mandatory—and outlaw traditional firearms.  

The smart-gun order is Obama’s “most significant 
executive action” on firearms, said Stephen Strom-
berg in The Washington Post. About 20,000 of 
30,000 annual gun deaths in the U.S. are suicides, 
some by family members who don’t own the 

weapon—say, “the troubled teen who shoots him-
self with his older brother’s gun.” Or what of “the 
child who accidentally kills her friend after finding 
her daddy’s pistol?” Why not embrace “technolo-
gies that would reduce the bloody toll?” Obama’s 
canniest move was directing the government—the 
nation’s largest purchaser of firearms—to buy 
up smart guns, said Joe Morris in the New York 
Daily News. If soldiers and federal agents find 
the technology reliable, it sends a message to gun 
owners—and “a powerful signal to manufacturers: 
Innovate on safety, and you will make money.”

“Smart guns are a delusion,” said Charles C.W. 
Cooke in NYTimes.com. Obama said that if we 
can use technology to add security to smart-
phones and make cars safer, “why can’t we do the 
same thing for our guns?” But firearms aren’t like 
other consumer products. They’re simple “killing 
machines, designed explicitly to do damage to 
living things,” and generally used in crisis situa-
tions as a means of self-defense. If the fingerprint 
software on your iPhone gets glitchy and fails to 
turn the phone on, it’s a mildly irritating incon-
venience. But “if this were to happen on a Glock, 
the user would be dead.” Face it: Gun owners 
will never voluntarily buy smart guns.

Smart guns: Could they save lives?

Cruz, Trump: Just wondering



“Longer tweets may be coming soon 
to Twitter,” said Kurt Wagner in 
Recode .net. Insiders say the social 
network’s plan to ditch its famous 
140-character limit and let users tweet 
as many as 10,000 characters could 
come as soon as March. Twitter has 
been furiously tinkering with new 
ideas for the service as it tries to at-
tract new users, but this would be the 
biggest change yet. The pithy character 
limit “has been around as long as 
Twitter.” Unsurprisingly, the “global 
Twitterati” are freaking out, said 
Melissa Fares in Reuters .com. Power 
users rallied around the hashtag #Twitter10k to complain about 
wordy tweets that might soon litter feeds. As one user tweeted: 
“10,000 characters Twitter?!! If I wanted to r ead War and 
bloody Peace I’d ditch my phone and go to a library!”

No need to overreact, said Leonid Bershidsky in  BloombergView 
.com. The 140-character limit is a relic from the pre-smartphone 
days when tweets needed to fit into an SMS text message. Twit-
ter, “with its stagnating user base and slow revenue growth,” des-
perately needs to find ways to appeal to new users and keep them 
coming back. Facebook not only dwarfs Twitter, with 1.55 billion 
users to Twitter’s 307 million, but Facebook users also spend 
more than twice as much time on the site. Twitter can’t afford 

to send people to another platform 
just because their message doesn’t fit. 
The 140-character limit has always 
been a “pain,” said Alyson Shontell in 
BusinessInsider.com. People already 
get around it by tweeting screenshots 
of longer texts, or by cluttering every-
one’s feed with the annoying mono-
logues known as tweet storms. 

Actually, I think Twitter is “playing 
with fire,” said Alex Kantrowitz in 
BuzzFeed.com. Plus-size tweets will 
take away from the “density and scal-
ability” that makes Twitter so useful. 

Insiders say users will still see 140-character tweet previews, 
with the ability to click to read more, but in that case, what 
makes Twitter any different from Facebook or Tumblr? But 
Twitter has a real problem that needs to be addressed, said Will 
Oremus in Slate.com. “It’s where that link at the bottom takes 
you when you click on it.” Right now, Twitter sends users away 
whenever they click on a link that’s shared on the site. That’s 
great for those other sites, but not for Twitter, which needs eye-
balls to sell ads. If it can encourage media companies to share 
entire stories on its network instead of linking to them, which 
Facebook is doing with its Instant Articles, it can recapture that 
most valuable of internet commodities: attention. “Consider this 
its latest bid for yours.” 

Social media: Will (much) longer messages save Twitter?
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Online help for alcoholics
Reddit is providing problem drinkers with an 
unlikely alternative to Alcoholics Anonymous, 
said Caitlin Dewey in WashingtonPost.com. 
The message board’s forum StopDrinking has 
more than 30,000 subscribers, most of whom 
describe it as “their most helpful tool in their 
fight against alcohol.” While StopDrinking 
lacks a 12-step program, “or even a coherent 
philosophy on addiction and recovery,” ad-
diction specialists say that the forum, which 
is entirely run by volunteers, includes the 
most important parts of an effective support 
 program: daily check-ins, round-the-clock 
support, and activities like virtual book clubs 
that offer alternatives to social drinking. 

Regulators rebuke brain games 
One of the most popular “brain training” apps 
is in trouble for overstating its benefits, said 
Mike Brunker in NBCNews.com. The com-
pany behind Lumosity must pay $2 million 
in fines to the Federal Trade Commission for 
advertising its games as able to boost perfor-
mance at work or school and forestall diseases 
like dementia and Alzheimer’s. According to 
the FTC, Lumos Labs purchased search en-
gine keywords related to memory, cognition, 
dementia, and Alzheimer’s disease to promote 

its  app, preying on consumers’ fears with-
out solid science to back up its claims. The 
brain-training industry has flourished of late, 
with estimated annual sales of over $1 bil-
lion, but medical professionals are skeptical 
about the successes it claims. In 2014, more 
than 70 prominent neurology and psychology 
researchers published a statement decrying the 
industry’s  “frequently exaggerated” marketing. 

Tech toy reality check
Gadget hounds descended on Las Vegas like 
a “nerdy plague” this month to get a peek 
into the future at the International Consumer 
Electronics Show, said Farhad Manjoo in 
The New York Times. But don’t get too 
giddy about the gizmos on display. We’re at 
a strange tech  moment—“the best new stuff 
is not all that cool, and the coolest stuff isn’t 
quite ready.” Take virtual reality: “The CES 
floor is littered with goggles that promise to 
fly you into worlds more interesting than your 
own,” but most computers still can’t support 
virtual reality devices. The same goes for the 
self-driving cars, robot PAs, and self-flying 
drones featured on the show floor. It’s possible 
we’re on the brink of the next consumer-tech 
breakthrough, but it’s going to take a while 
before any of it works the way it should. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

One of the more 
annoying aspects of 
the Internet of Things 
is having to rely on 
a medley of apps to 
control your home’s 
smart gadgets, said Nick 
Statt in TheVerge.com. 
To make the smart home 
more manageable, appli-
ance maker Sevenhugs 
is developing a universal 
remote that can control 
any Wi-Fi- or Bluetooth-connected 
device, even “conforming its 
interface to match whatever it’s 
controlling.” Right now, the remote 
can switch on a Philips Hue smart 
lightbulb, increase the volume on a 
Sonos-connected speaker, or crank 
up the temperature on a Nest ther-
mostat, with more devices to come 
as Sevenhugs inks more deals 
with manufacturers. Eventually, 
the plan is to program the remote 
to make “clever associations” with 
other objects in the home, such 
as displaying the thermostat con-
trols when pointed at a fireplace. 
Preorders start next month, with 
shipping set for Septem ber. 

Innovation of the week

Technology18 NEWS 
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Twitter’s defining feature is on its way out.
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A way station for Mars voyagers
The dream of sending people to Mars is 
inching closer to reality. In their recent 
spending bill, congressional lawmakers 
directed NASA to allocate $55 million of 
its $19.3 billion budget to the design and 
construction of a “habitation augmenta-
tion module” that would be used as a 
way station on a manned Mar s mission, 
reports SpaceDaily.com. The trip to Mars is 
expected to take about six months—a long 
time for astronauts to be cooped up in a 
capsule. Plans call for the radiation-proof 
module to be built and stationed some-
where between Earth and the Red Planet, 
so that astronauts might get some room, 
privacy, and better food to break up the 
long trip. Congress has called for a status 
report on the program by June and a com-
pleted prototype by 2018. NASA hopes 
to begin testing a workable design by the 
2020s before launching a crewed mission 
to Mars in the early 2030s.

Watch out for comets 
Earthlings worried about being destroyed 
by an asteroid better start paying atten-
tion to comets. A new study from Britain’s 
Royal Astronomical Society warns that 
comets pose a much greater risk to our 
planet than asteroids, which are generally 
smaller and easier to track. Over the past 
two decades, astronomers have identified 
hundreds of giant comets with unstable, 
elliptical orbits near Jupiter, Saturn, 

Uranus, and Neptune. 
Known as centaurs, 

these balls of ice, 
dust, and rock 
range from 30 to 
60 miles wide. 
Once in about 
every 40,000 to 
100,000 years, 
a centaur gets 

deflected toward 
Earth by the gravitational forces of one of 
the giant planets in the outer solar system. 
As they approach the sun, comets gradu-
ally break up into huge fragments, and one 
could take an Earth-bound path without a 
great deal of warning. There is currently no 
known threat from comets, but researchers 
think it’s possible the largest past impacts 
with space rocks involved centaurs, includ-
ing the massive collision 65 million years 
ago that led to the demise of the dinosaurs. 
“Our work suggests we need to look 
beyond our immediate neighborhood, too, 
and look out beyond the orbit of Jupiter, 
to find centaurs,” co-author Bill Napier 
of the University of Buckingham tells The 
Guardian (U.K.). “These distant comets 
could be a serious hazard, and it’s time to 
understand them better.”

Social bonds keep you healthier
Doctors often tout regular exercise and a 
sensible diet as keys to good health, 
but new research suggests that 
forming social bonds is just as 
important. Social scientists 
at the University of North 
Carolina analyzed four 
studies involving more 
than 14,000 people 
ages 12 to 91, The 
Washington Post 
reports. The results 
indicate that the 
number and qual-

ity of a person’s social connections affect 
specific measures of health over the course 
of a lifetime. Older adults who feel socially 
isolated are more than twice as likely to 
develop high blood pressure, making loneli-
ness a more significant risk factor for the 
condition than diabetes. Social ties are also 
crucial early on in life. Lonely teens, for 
example, are as likely to develop inflamma-
tion as young people who are sedentary, the 
study shows. For all age groups, researchers 
theorize, social connections mitigate the 
harmful effects of daily stress. “Do have 
a good and healthy diet, and exercise,” 
advises study author Yang Claire Yang, 
“but also try to have a good social life.” 

Health scare of the week
Home births riskier
As a growing number of American women 
opt to give birth at home or in a birthing 
center, new research shows that deliver-
ing outside a hospital is riskier for babies. 
A study of nearly 80,000 pregnancies in 
Oregon found the likelihood that an infant 
will die during birth or shortly thereafter is 
2.4 times greater for planned non-hospital 
births than for in-hospital deliveries. Giving 
birth outside the hospital also increases 
the risk that the mother will need a blood 
transfusion and that her baby will experi-
ence complications, such as seizures. On the 
other hand, women who avoided the hos-
pital underwent five times fewer caesarean 

sections than those who had planned 
hospital deliveries. Researchers point 
out that the overall risk for babies 
remains low, regardless of a wom-

an’s birth plan. “The question is 
what is most important to you 
and what risks are you willing 
to accept,” obstetrician Michael 
Greene tells The New York 
Times. “We’re not going to pat 
women on the head and tell 
them what to do.”A
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The weather phenomenon known as 
El Niño has already wreaked havoc 
around the globe—triggering widespread 
drought, flooding, and other disasters—
but NASA meteorologists warn that 
the worst is yet to come. New satellite 
images suggest the current system may 
surpass the strongest ever recorded, 
which in the winter of 1997–98 claimed 
an estimated 23,000 lives worldwide. 
Dubbed with a Spanish term for the baby 
Jesus, because it usually gathers steam 
around Christmas, El Niño occurs when 
cooling trade winds weaken or reverse 
direction, allowing the tropical Pacific 
Ocean to grow unusually warm. The 

warm ocean pumps heat and moisture 
into the atmosphere, altering the storm 
track over North America and other parts 
of the world. This year’s El Niño has trig-
gered deadly storms across the southern 
U.S., much higher than average tem-
peratures in the Midwest and Northeast, 
and torrential rains and deep snow in the 
West. Colder temperatures have tempo-
rarily returned in much of the country, 
but the long-parched West Coast, which 
desperately needs to refill reservoirs and 
groundwater, will continue to get too 
much rain, too fast, with resulting flash 
floods and mudslides. “The water story 
for much of the American West over most 

of the past decade has been dominated 
by punishing drought,” NASA clima-
tologist Bill Patzert tells TechTimes .com. 
“Now we’re preparing to see the flip side 
of nature’s water cycle—the arrival of 
steady, heavy rains and snowfall.”

The most powerful El Niño ever?
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El Niño triggered mudslides in Ventura, Calif.

A model of a deep-space module
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Tessa Hadley’s “quietly exquisite” fifth 
novel is also, unluckily, “one of those 
books that withers in summary,” said 
Ron Charles in The Washington Post. 
The prospect of four middle-aged Brit-
ish siblings vacationing for the last time 
in a family country house never got 
any reader’s pulse racing. But Hadley is 
keenly attuned to the subtle dynamics 
of a domestic gathering, and her finely 
drawn pages become “so preternatu-
rally gripping that they countenance no 
interruption.” The novel unfolds mainly 
as “a series of luminous images,” said 
Phillip Womack in The Independent 
(U.K.). While Alice, Harriet, Fran, and 
Roland reminisce, Fran’s young chil-
dren explore the grounds and Roland’s 
teenage daughter strikes up a romance. 
When major crises eventually arise, 
they unfortunately “feel engineered, 
as if Hadley is trying to prevent the 
novel from drifting elegantly away on 
a light-dappled stream.” She’s bet-
ter with commonplace tensions and 
interactions. In fact, “as an artist of the 
claustrophobic neuroses of the middle 
classes, Hadley is masterful.”

ARTS 21

Review of reviews: Books

“It turns out there’s a lot to be learned 
about human nature from the con’s endur-
ing success,” said Jonathan Mahler in The 
New York Times. Psychologist and New 
Yorker contributor Maria Konnikova calls 
grifting “the world’s (real) oldest profes-
sion,” and her entertaining new book sheds 
useful light on why scams have been with 
us always and aren’t about to become obso-
lete. These are, in fact, boom times for con 
artists, who flourish in periods of economic 
and political uncertainty: Konnikova reveals 
that since 2008, consumer fraud in the U.S. 
has risen 60 percent. 

Both swindlers and the swindled resist 
pigeonholing, said Elizabeth Winkler in 
The New Republic. Though psycholo-
gists say the typical con artist exhibits 
symptoms of psychopathy, narcissism, 
and  Machiavellianism—a compulsion to 

The reality of life in 
the world’s largest 
refugee camp “is 
incomprehensible to 
those who have not 
seen it,” said Nancy 
Rommelmann in 
Newsday. Created 
in 1991–92 as a 
sanctuary for 90,000 
people who had fled 
Somalia’s civil war, 
the tent complex at 

Dadaab, Kenya, has mushroomed into a 
ramshackle city of perhaps 600,000, virtu-
ally all its residents yearning to leave. Aid 
money trickles in and celebrities stop by 
for photo ops, but the overcrowded out-
post “has become a place where humani-
tarianism never outpaces misery.” Former 
Human Rights Watch researcher Ben 
Rawlence, who spent about five months in 
the camp over a four-year period, got to 
know several inhabitants well. Their stories 
carry this “exceptional” book, which com-
bats Western apathy by giving the refugee 
crisis a human face.

Book of the week

 manipulate—Kon ni kova complicates the 
idea that swindlers are a breed apart. The 
average person, after all, sprinkles roughly 
three falsehoods into every 10 minutes 
of everyday conversation, and the “self-
made” men and women we so admire traf-
fic in many of the skills of the con artist. 
Meanwhile, “the profile of a typical victim 
is no less fuzzy.” Kon ni kova’s examples 
include the head of a prestigious art gallery 
duped into selling forged masterpieces and a 
physics professor who unknowingly served 
as a drug mule while pursuing a romance 
he’d started online. If a sucker is born every 

minute, it might be because humans have 
derived significant evolutionary advantages 
from being trusting of others. Indeed, “what 
is most unnerving about the weaknesses 
Kon ni kova outlines is that each is, in a 
way, the underside of one of our strengths.” 
Though you can try to develop a deep sus-
picion of other people’s motives, “you can-
not escape the need to believe.” 

“A fascinating cast of characters” parades 
through the book, said Glenn C. Altschuler 
in Psychology Today. One fraudster per-
formed lifesaving surgeries during the 
Korean War despite never having finished 
high school; another adopted more than 
40 identities by age 25, one of them a 
convincing turn as a mute child sex slave. 
Unfortunately, some of Konnikova’s expla-
nations of the swindlers’ motives “seem a 
bit facile,” and she’s unable to offer useful 
guidance on how the rest of us can avoid 
scams. She encourages readers to take pre-
cautionary measures: to identify personal 
vulnerabilities that might be preyed on and 
to set boundaries on how much trust to 
extend to a new friend. But though such 
advice is “utterly unobjectionable,” it’s also 
“easier to articulate than implement.” 

The Confidence Game: Why We 
Fall for It…Every Time
by Maria Konnikova

(Viking, $28)

Novel of the week
The Past
by Tessa Hadley (Harper, $27)

City of Thorns: Nine Lives in the 
World’s Largest Refugee Camp
by Ben Rawlence  
(Picador, $26)

The people we come to know “have flaws 
and virtues but are mostly striking for their 
ordinariness,” said Jill Leovy in the Los 
Angeles Times. With legitimate paid work 
almost nonexistent, everyone must subsist 
on meager U.N. rations while navigating 
a black-market economy. Guled, a former 
child soldier who earns money by carrying 
other people’s food sacks, obsesses over soc-
cer. His neighbors create Facebook pages of 
imaginary lives in Cleveland. “One surprise 
of this book is its suspense”: Aid workers 
are kidnapped. Cholera erupts. Lynch mobs 
form. “The feeling, as the book progresses, 
is that of walls closing in.”

And that there’s no escape, said Kevin 
Nance in the Chicago Tribune. Kenya 
wants the camp gone, claiming that it 
breeds al-Shabab terrorists. Other nations 
refuse Dadaab’s inhabitants asylum for the 
same reason. But Rawlence’s subjects scoff 
at the accusation. They came to Dadaab, 
after all, to escape al-Shabab. When 
Rawlence meets with White House officials 
in 2014 to brief them on the supposed 
threat, he can’t win. If his listeners decide 
the camp does spawn radicals, nothing will 
change. If they decide the camp poses no 
threat to the U.S., nothing will change. It’s 
“a conundrum worthy of Kafka—or, even 
better, Joseph Heller.”

A hustler on a London street
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Best books…chosen by Samantha Hunt
Samantha Hunt is the award-winning author of The Seas and The Invention of 
Everything Else, a novel that was a finalist for the 2009 Orange Prize. In her new 
book, Mr. Splitfoot, two orphaned sisters claim they can speak to the dead.

The Book List22 ARTS  

Hotel World  by Ali Smith (Anchor, $15). The 
miniature is irresistible to me. Once, when I was 
a girl, I was given a set of tiny green lemonade 
glasses for my dollhouse and I swallowed the 
glasses whole as if they were pills. The books 
on this list elicit a similar reaction. Smith’s short 
novel is broken into the even shorter narratives 
of five women in and around a hotel. Each 
microcosm offers an intensity that haunts the 
others. If I could eat this book, I would.

The Walk Book  by Janet Cardiff (out of print). 
Through audio walks staged all over the world, 
Cardiff stirs wonder about relationships between 
walking and narrative, history and ghosts. The 
Walk Book is less a survey of these audio walks 
and more a Duchampian boîte-en-valise, a minia-
ture portable set with CD, photos, and numerous 
texts from and about her most inspiring works. 

The America Play  by Suzan-Lori Parks 
(Dramatists Play Service, $9). An African-
American Lincoln impersonator standing beside 
the great hole of history realizes that no one 
wants to hear him recite the Gettysburg Address. 
All they want to do is to shoot him in the head. 

History truly belongs to us all, and in Parks’ 
capable hands we understand its mutability. This 
wonderful, border-stretching play is a pocket-
size, boundary-pushing early version of her 
Pulitzer Prize–winning Topdog/Underdog. 

Palm-of-the-Hand Stories  by Yasunari 
Kawabata (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $16). 
Kawabata is the big daddy of miniatures. His 
tiny short stories are the most finely concentrated 
slivers of lives, richly, curiously illuminated. The 
idea of portability reminds a reader that stories 
are always with us. 

Circulation  by Tim Horvath (SunnyOutside, 
$10). This 67-page book pulls off the best trick: 
It is huge inside. It also covers my favorite bot-
tomless topics—unwritten atlases, secrets fathers 
keep, the Library of Congress, Scheherazade, 
bibliomania, and caves. 

Why Did I Ever  by Mary Robison (out of print). 
Like E.M. Cioran or Renata Adler but better. 
Robison’s isolated observations cut to the bone: 
“Something else that makes me angry is that I 
got too old to prostitute myself. I wasn’t going to 
anyway but it was there, it was my Z plan.”

Also of interest...in outsize ambitions 
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Age-old human limitations may be 
about to fall, and science writer Kara 
Platoni has seen the front lines of the 
revolution, said Kevin Canfield in the 
San Francisco Chronicle. “An industri-
ous gatherer of facts and anecdotes,” 

Platoni “has a talent for explaining complex ideas 
in clear language,” and she seems to have visited 
every scientist who’s using technology to expand 
the reach of our memories and five senses. Despite 
a distracting detour or two, she proves “a knowl-
edgeable guide to a complex landscape.”

We Have the Technology
by Kara Platoni (Basic, $28)

Portugal’s conquest of trade routes to 
the Indian Ocean rates as “a great sea-
faring tale and a shameful chapter in 
world history,” said David Walton in 
The Dallas Morning News. Historian 
Roger Crowley, who’s “a master at 

re-creating battles at sea,” brings readers along as 
Vasco da Gama finds a way around the Cape of 
Good Hope in 1497 and opens a centuries-long 
reign of terror that subjugated Muslim ports from 
East Africa to India. It’s “a riveting tale—but 
maybe not one for the faint of heart.”

Conquerors
by Roger Crowley (Random House, $30)

In the 1950s, a young psychologist 
launched a “dizzyingly ambitious” 
archival project, said Jeff Nunokawa 
in The New Republic. In this “rivet-
ing” book, historian Rebecca Lemov 
“recollects with flair and affection” the 

effort of one Bert Kaplan to capture the essence 
of humanity largely by collecting researchers’ field 
notes on the dreams of individuals around the 
world. Though the project yielded a vast cache 
of microcards, “the collapse of Kaplan’s ‘Kubla 
Khan’ will surprise no one.” 

Database of Dreams
by Rebecca Lemov (Yale, $35)

The Orson Welles we meet in this 
recent biography “is a Welles for a 
new generation,” said A.S. Hamrah 
in Bookforum. Often mocked as a 
pigheaded flameout, the actor- director 
is young again here, and the “deep, 

nuanced” account we get of his pre–Citizen Kane 
years recasts his entire career. He was 23 when 
Hollywood beckoned but had already made his 
mark on radio and theater, and this book “hums 
with the possibility that talented people actually 
can realize their dreams.”

Young Orson
by Patrick McGilligan (Harper, $40)

Amy Cuddy
You would think that Amy 
Cuddy of all people would 
be self-assured, said Lane 
Florsheim in Marie Claire. 
Four years ago, she was 
already a respected social 
psychology professor at 
Harvard Business School 

when she 
gave a TED 
talk on the 
connection 
between pos-
ture and con-
fidence, and 
she has since 
seen that talk 

reach more than 30 million 
online viewers—making it the 
second most popular TED 
talk ever. Yet Cuddy hasn’t 
cured herself of pestering self-
doubt—even when she looks 
back on the moment that 
anyone else would consider 
a career triumph. “Honestly, I 
can’t bear to rewatch the talk,” 
she says. “I really don’t under-
stand how people even toler-
ate it, which is kind of funny.” 

She has moved on, though, 
said Jena McGregor in 
WashingtonPost.com. In her 
new book, Presence, Cuddy 
expands on her original argu-
ment about how striking and 
holding a “power pose” just 
before a job interview or 
other big challenge can sig-
nificantly boost performance. 
Now she’s trying to share 
how readers can use that 
insight about body language 
to consistently get the best 
out of themselves and others. 
This time, though, she has an 
army to help her spread the 
word. Recently, while prepar-
ing for a TV appearance for 
Presence, she treated herself 
to a facial and asked the aes-
thetician for input on how 
to ensure her face emitted 
a healthy glow. The woman 
instead suggested, and dem-
onstrated, a power pose she 
said she’d learned from a TED 
talk speaker who’d described 
how it made her feel less 
anxious. “And I go, ‘Yeah, I’m 
her,’” says Cuddy. “And she 
says, “I know, aren’t we all?’ 
I loved that.” 

Author of the week
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Diana Thater’s video installations push 
viewers out of their comfort zone, said Matt 
Stromberg in Artsy.net. Gallerygoers don’t 
simply watch her videos—they become 
part of the work. At LACMA’s current ret-
rospective, it’s almost impossible to enter 
any of the show’s 22 installations without 
walking in front of a projector, often caus-
ing your shadow to both block and become 
integrated with the images of animals and 
insects flickering on surrounding walls. Even 
when the video installations are playful, like 
one that depicts moons on opposite walls 
and an owl darting between them, Thater 
maintains a deadpan style, said Catherine 
Wagley in LA Weekly. “This makes it all the 
more fun to go to the museum on a week-
end, when children are around to pose as if 
holding up the moon” or elsewhere pretend 
to sit on projected chairs. “In the presence 
of an enthusiastic audience, Thater’s work 
becomes endearingly interactive, its dryness 
part of the game.”

Thater first caught the art world’s attention 
in 1992, with the “lushly cinematic” OO 
Fifi, Five Days in Claude Monet’s Garden, 

Thater’s Delphine (1999)

Exhibit of the week 
Diana Thater:  
The Sympathetic Imagination
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
through Feb. 21

Review of reviews: Art & Music  ARTS 23 

said Carol Kino in The Wall Street Journal. 
For that installation, created shortly after 
Thater earned her MFA and re-created 
here, she shot video footage at the artist’s 
flower-filled French estate, separating the 
three primary color channels: red, green, 
and blue. She then put the imagery together 
again using separate projectors, one for 
each color, “focusing them together again 
to create a fuzzily impressionistic environ-
ment.” Her technique becomes apparent 

when viewers enter the installation and are 
lit up in different colors. In later works, 
also shown, Thater began investigating 
nonhuman points of view, taking us inside 
a pod of dolphins for Delphine (1999). The 
mammals swim over the walls, floors, and 
ceiling, creating a disorienting experience 
that evokes the way dolphins navigate their 
horizonless, underwater world. In knots + 
surfaces (2001), honeycomb-shaped projec-
tions transform a room into “a blaze of 
supersaturated color” in which honeybees 
buzz, swarm, and dance. 

The tension between humans and the ani-
mal world is a near constant in the artist’s 
work, but nowhere is the theme more pow-
erfully explored than in 2011’s Chernobyl, 
said Sharon Mizota in the Los Angeles 
Times. Thater ventured to the Ukrainian 
city, evacuated after the 1986 meltdown of a 
nuclear power plant, and shot footage of the 
deserted and ruined streets that have gradu-
ally been overrun by plants and wildlife, 
even though the site remains dangerously 
radioactive. The footage is projected in the 
round, and “the result is deeply affecting, 
juxtaposing healthy-looking wild horses, 
swans, and lush plant life with rubble and 
neglect.” The 360-degree “swirl of imagery” 
surrounds and implicates the viewer. “Try 
as you might, there is nowhere to stand and 
passively observe. Everyone is involved.” 

“His only regret, it 
seems, is that he wasn’t 
able to leave us more,” 
said Barry Nicolson in 
NME.com. The meaning 
of David Bowie’s 25th 
album, which initially 
seemed elusive, “hit 

us all like a sledgehammer on Monday 
morning”: Blackstar was his farewell, and 
his reckoning with death. Of course, Bowie 
“was never an easy character to pin down,” 
and the seven tracks here are “dense, liter-
ary affairs strewn with ideas and allusions.” 
In “Lazarus,” he overcomes mortality. In the 
10-minute “Blackstar,” he perhaps does so 
again, with the songs and prophecies he’s 
leaving behind. At one moment he’s wink-
ing at notions of the afterlife; at another, he’s 
defiant. He chose to be backed by a New 
York jazz quintet, but this isn’t jazz, said 
Leah Greenblatt in Entertainment Weekly. 
“Nearly every track is strange and unnerv-
ing, almost wraithlike, but beautiful too; 
threaded through with elements of elegantly 
skronked-out jazz, serrated guitar lines, and 
swooning orchestral flourishes.” It’s not just 
Bowie’s last statement. It’s “arguably better 
than anything he’s done in years.” 

“If frolicking on a warm 
beach in golden lights 
with your best friends 
had a musical equiva-
lent,” said Eric Danton 
in PasteMagazine.com, 
“it would have to be 
the debut album from 

Hinds.” The four-woman band is a flag-
bearer for Madrid’s emerging indie music 
scene, but their shambling rock ’n’ roll could 
have been recorded in a California garage 
a few blocks from the ocean. The opening 
track, “Garden,” “burbles along on a trebly, 
reverb-saturated guitar riff,” while “San 
Diego” is “an instant garage classic with a 
deconstructed girl-group feel.” All the music 
has “an endearing scrappy quality,” said 
Harley Brown in Spin.com. Frontwomen 
Ana Perrote and Carlotta Cosials “often 
tumble over each other vocally, or sud-
denly speed up tempos, as though they 
got carried away with the sheer good for-
tune of discovering their musical talent.” 
Hinds’ messy charm starts to run out on 
the album’s repetitive second half. Like a 
fun party that’s gone on slightly too long, 
“Leave Me Alone makes an  impression—
until it doesn’t anymore.”

Pusha T’s sophomore 
solo album is “best 
explained as an exer-
cise in pure craft,” 
said Craig Jenkins in 
Pitchfork.com. Billed 
as the “prelude” to 
a much-anticipated 

record he’s scheduled to release in April, 
this 33-minute set gathers an all-star team 
of producers while the 38-year-old Norfolk, 
Va., artist proves to be that “rare instance 
of a rap talent sharpening over time.” 
Timbaland, Kanye West, Q-Tip, and J. Cole 
all willingly abandoned their trademark 
sounds to create tracks for the rapper, and 
the result is “uncompromising headphone 
boom bap from people who don’t really 
make it anymore.” Darkest Before Dawn is 
also “a bleak, caustic, at times unsettling 
listening experience,” said Corbin Reiff in 
AVClub.com. Over “depraved and twisted 
soundscapes,” Pusha spins tales of hus-
tling cocaine before a final scathing rap 
about institutional racism. If Darkest Before 
Dawn really is just a prelude, you have to 
wonder where Pusha T will take his music 
next. “Making it deeper, angrier, darker, and 
more foreboding doesn’t seem possible.”

David Bowie
Blackstar

Hinds
Leave Me Alone

Pusha T
King Push—Darkest Before Dawn  
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Charlie Kaufman’s new stop-
motion animation movie 
“feels like a classic already,” 
said Michael Phillips in the 
Chicago Tribune. Though it 
unfolds from a drab premise—
a customer-service expert is 
battling alienation as he arrives 
in Cincinnati to deliver a con-
ference speech—Anomalisa 
becomes, in Kaufman’s hands, 
a “Chekhovian” love story and “bracing expedition 
into parts unknown.” But though “a perfect thing” 
on its peculiar terms, this vivid film “comes to seem 
self-centered in an ugly way,” said David Edelstein 
in New York magazine. For the protagonist, who’s 
voiced brilliantly by David Thewlis, every person 

he meets looks and sounds the 
same. That’s until he meets 
Lisa, a shy, frumpy conference 
attendee with whom he shares 
drinks, then a surprisingly mov-
ing stop-action sex scene. But 
Michael never ceases to see 
women in blinkered ways, and 
Kaufman forgives the character 
for it. The ingenious, misan-
thropic screenwriter behind 

Being John Malkovich and Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind at least leaves open the possibility that 
his protagonist can change, said Will Leitch in The 
New Republic. Anomalisa is a movie that “finds the 
sublime and the tragic and the overwhelming in the 
everyday”—and “I can’t stop thinking about it.” 

Any film that weaves together 
several stories to reveal a world 
of interconnectedness risks being 
accused of “pseudo-profound 
movie cliché,” said Stephen 
Holden in The New York Times. 
But this “exquisitely com-
pressed” cri de coeur about the 
ways modern life starves us of 
a sense of purpose is no Crash 
wannabe. Its “outstanding” cast 
delivers the story’s undeniable truths with subtlety 
and precision, and the screenplay “doesn’t waste 
a word.” To me, the film “plays like an annotated 
philosophy lecture,” said Sara Stewart in The New 
York Post. Sam Waterston, in the role of a Columbia 

professor, provides the talk-
ing points that get fleshed out 
by Kristen Stewart, Gretchen 
Mol, and K. Todd Freeman as, 
respectively, a self-harming stu-
dent, a neglected housewife, and 
a highly educated drug addict. 
Some of director-writer Tim 
Blake Nelson’s sketches “work 
better than others,” but together 
“they blur into a familiar pattern 

of quotidian depression.” Nelson, an actor himself, 
previously has done some fine work behind the 
camera, said Mike D’Angelo in AVClub.com. It’s 
“dispiriting to see him produce something as turgid 
and heavy-handed as Anesthesia.” 

This loose-limbed comic drama 
from two first-time filmmak-
ers “has the immediacy of a 
documentary” and the “genial 
pull” of an old friendship, said 
Sheri Linden in the Los Angeles 
Times. Set in a majority-black 
Washington, D.C., exurb, it fol-
lows two single fathers who are 
spending their day trying to sell 
a pit bull terrier while a third 
man campaigns to make his 1,000-pound backyard-
raised pig an official mascot for the Washington 
Redskins. The dialogue, most of it improvised by 
the locals who fill out the cast, delivers “jolts of 
pure poetry.” The “sheer unpredictability of each 

scene” keeps the viewer engaged 
however amateurish the cam-
era work gets, said Eric Kohn 
in Indiewire.com. In fact, “the 
movie has a scrappiness that fits 
well with its characters’ peculiar 
goals.” Though subtitles are 
provided to help viewers follow 
the thick street patois, Sweaty 
Betty “isn’t deep-dive ethnog-
raphy,” said Alan Scherstuhl in 

The Village Voice. “It’s a life-as-it’s-lived picture, a 
chance to meet and loiter with people in the places 
the interstates zip past.” The directors’ apparent 
resourcefulness is “matched only by their eye for 
character, detail, and real-life hilarity.” 

Anomalisa

An alienated traveler 
struggles to connect.

Directed by Charlie 
Kaufman and Duke Johnson

(R)

Review of reviews: Film24 ARTS  

Golden Globes: The Revenant rises
Only Oscar voters can decide which movies stand tallest at 
the end of awards season, but Sunday’s Golden Globes 
ceremony shook up the conversation, said Glenn Whipp 
in the Los Angeles Times. Really, with Spotlight shut 
out at the Globes while The Revenant and The Martian 
emerged as big winners, “it’s impossible to call any film 
the pacesetter.” Meanwhile, the only star who looks like a 
lock for Oscar glory is Sylvester Stallone, who enjoyed a 
heartfelt ovation when he nabbed a best supporting actor 
prize for Creed. At right, the rest of Sunday’s big winners:

Best motion picture, drama: The Revenant

Best motion picture, musical or comedy: The Martian

Best actress, drama: Brie Larson, Room

Best actress, musical or comedy: Jennifer Lawrence, Joy

Best actor, drama: Leonardo DiCaprio, The Revenant

Best actor, musical or comedy: Matt Damon, The Martian 

Best director: Alejandro González Iñárritu, The Revenant

Best TV series, drama: Mr. Robot

Best TV series, musical or comedy: Mozart in the Jungle 
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Anesthesia

Several New Yorkers 
confront the emptiness of 

modern life.  

Directed by Tim Blake 
Nelson

(R)

Sweaty Betty

A backyard pig offers hope 
of a big score.

Directed by Joseph Frank 
and Zachary Reed

(Not rated)

Two lonely souls collide.

Stewart, the story’s agitating conscience 

A sow harboring NFL dreams
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War and Peace  
A four-part BBC adaptation of Leo Tolstoy’s 
classic doorstop begins, sweeping viewers into a 
world of corsets, heaving bosoms, and flashes of 
great acting. Veteran screenwriter Andrew Davies 
has done a neat job of compacting Tolstoy’s tale 
about five aristocratic Russian families confront-
ing Napoleon’s invasion. Paul Dano and Lily 
James get featured roles, but you may end up 
watching for the gems scattered by older pros 
like Gillian Anderson, Stephen Rea, and Jim 
Broadbent. Monday, Jan. 18, at 9 p.m., A&E, 
History, and Lifetime 

Baskets  
Consider this show an early front-runner for fun-
niest new series of 2016. Zach Galifianakis stars 
as Chip Baskets, a man who doesn’t give up on 
his dream after flunking out of a French clown 
school. Returning home to Bakersfield, Calif., 
and landing work with a rodeo, he goes on to 
prove that the measure of a clown is not pedi-
gree, but the absurdity of the man beneath the 
greasepaint. Thursday, Jan. 21, at 10 p.m., FX 

London Spy  
It may seem an impossible mission to create an 
original espionage thriller set in London. But 
what if the protagonist were a young gay man 
pulled into a dangerous web after a new lover 
ends up dead, and what if the actor playing 
him gave an award-worthy turn? Ben Whishaw 
stars, backed by Jim Broadbent and Charlotte 
Rampling, in a five-part series too gripping 
to ignore, even if it does eventually go loopy. 
Thursday, Jan. 21, at 10 p.m., BBC America 

Dark Net  
An estimated 80 percent of the internet resides 
beyond the reach of conventional search engines, 
creating a realm that nurtures various black 
markets and shadowy subcultures. This eight-
part documentary series shines a light on the 
so-called deep web, beginning with a look at the 
relationships it’s nurturing, like one couple’s long- 
distance master-slave affair and one Japanese 
man’s courtship of a virtual girlfriend. Thursday, 
Jan. 21, at 11 p.m., Showtime

Television  ARTS 25

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Jan. 18 

Total Recall  
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
learns that he lived a past 
life as a secret agent on 
Mars in this gripping sci-fi 
thriller based on a short 
story by Philip K. Dick. 
(1990) 9 p.m., Starz 

Tuesday, Jan. 19 

Penny Serenade  
Cary Grant and Irene 
Dunne tug at our heart-
strings as a couple whose 
quest to start a family is 
beset by tragedy. (1941) 
9:45 p.m., TCM 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 

Tangerines 
Two rival soldiers, gravely 
wounded in a firefight, are 
nursed back to health by 
a rural tangerine farmer 
in this stirring, Oscar-
nominated import from the 
Republic of Georgia. (2015) 
8 p.m., Epix 

Thursday, Jan. 21 

Jurassic Park 
Crank the surround sound 
for a journey to Isla Nublar, 
where an attempt to res-
urrect dinosaur species 
for a theme park goes 
terrifyingly wrong. (1993) 
7 p.m., IFC 

Friday, Jan. 22 

The Stranger  
This gripping cat-and-
mouse features Orson 
Welles as a fugitive war 
criminal and Edward G. 
Robinson as the investiga-
tor on the ex-Nazi’s trail. 
(1946) 4 p.m., GetTV 

Saturday, Jan. 23 

Away From Her  
Julie Christie was Oscar-
nominated for her portrayal 
of a woman succumbing 
to Alzheimer’s disease. 
From a short story by Alice 
Munro. (2007) 5:30 p.m., 
the Movie Channel 

Sunday, Jan. 24  

No Way Out  
Sidney Poitier, in a power-
ful screen debut, plays a 
doctor whose life is endan-
gered when one of two rac-
ist bank robbers dies in his 
care. (1950) 10 p.m., TCM 

Movies on TV

With sci-fi revivals all the rage, it’s only right 
that agents Mulder and Scully should re-
turn to TV for a six-episode run. Stars David 
Duchov ny and Gillian Anderson almost seam-
lessly renew the tense, complex dynamic that 
made the FBI partners so watchable in the 
1990s. They’re split now, and no longer with 
the bureau, but their old boss puts the pair 
onto a case of claimed alien abductions that 
pulls them back into the challenge of deducing 
how vast a conspiracy they’re glimpsing. The 
premiere airs in two parts. Sunday, Jan. 24, at 
10 p.m., and Monday, Jan. 25, at 8 p.m., Fox 

Show of the week

Anderson and Duchovny: Not simply ex-partners

The X-Files: Reopened

Mad Dogs 
When four bros in their 40s reunite in Belize at 
the villa of a friend who’s struck it rich, a bit of 
craziness can be expected. Seldom, though, do the 
boys become entangled in a dark criminal enter-
prise that puts their lives at stake. Steve Zahn, 
Michael Imperioli, Romany Malco, Ben Chaplin, 
and Billy Zane star in this remake of a British 
series that ran for four seasons. Shawn Ryan, 
creator of The Shield, is the executive producer. 
Available for streaming Friday, Jan. 22, Amazon 

Other highlights  
Frontline: Supplements and Safety  
An investigation of the multibillion-dollar vita-
min and supplement industry uncovers false 
claims and serious health risks. Tuesday, Jan. 19, 
at 10 p.m., PBS; check local listings 

DC’s Legends of Tomorrow  
A promising spin-off of Arrow and The Flash 
assembles an unlikely team of superheroes who 
time-travel to take on a 4,000-year-old super-
villain. Thursday, Jan. 21, at 8 p.m., the CW

Beowulf 
A 13-episode British TV adaptation of the Old 
English epic arrives to fill a hole for Game 
of Thrones fans. Kieran Bew is Beowulf and 
William Hurt plays his mentor, Hrothgar. 
Saturday, Jan. 23, at 10 p.m., Esquire Network 

Paul Dano in a new War and Peace
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The unofficial national spirit of Bolivia 
has been a secret too long, said M. Carrie 
Allan in The Washington Post. Singani, 
an “absolutely delicious” cousin to  Peru’s 
pisco, has been made for hundreds of 
years, but only since it started being 
championed by avid fans like movie 
director Steven Soderbergh has it begun 

to make inroads in the U.S. If you live 
on either coast, or shop online, you 
now can find retailers carrying Rujero, 
or the award-winning Los Parrales, 
or Soderbergh’s own Singani 63. The 
singanis I’ve tried “share a lovely flo-

ral nose and a touch of sweetness; 
some have notes of stone fruits, 
spice, and grass,” and all are very 
approachable. Made from Muscat 
of Alexandria grapes grown and 
distilled high in the Andes, singani 
is most often drunk neat, over ice, 
or with ginger ale and lime. Though 
barely known worldwide, “this is a 
spirit with mass appeal.”

LEISURE26

Food & Drink

Ninebark Napa, Calif.
This three-story downtown newcomer is 
“destined to become a Napa Valley star,” 
said Michael Bauer in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. Open just three months, 
Ninebark is already one of those places 
that embodies California dining while also 
advancing what that means. Located in 
a century-old building that long housed 
Fagiani’s cocktail bar, the restaurant has 
a rooftop patio, a ground-floor lounge, 
and a dining room between that combines 
contemporary furnishings, historic architec-
tural features, and an array of farm-market 
flourishes. Chef Matthew Lightner, who 
earned two Michelin stars at New York’s 
Atera, shows a more casual style here, yet he 
“seamlessly blends sophisticated technique 
with incredible ingredients.” A “spec-
tacular” appetizer of pickled vegetables is 
enough alone to prove he’s a master of bal-
ancing flavors—the subtle, the surprising, 
the archetypal. Lightner likes to bury his 
proteins—sole, trout, mussels—under blan-
kets of vegetables, greens, and grains that 
enhance flavor, and his simple Provisions 
menu—focaccia, salami, etc.—proves so 
good, “I could be happy never venturing 
from it.” 813 Main St., (707) 226-7821 
 
The Baldwin Bar Woburn, Mass. 
Woburn’s Baldwin Mansion “would make 
an excellent B&B,” said Devra First in The 
Boston Globe. Instead, the landmark house 

Critics’ choice: Three local landmarks imaginatively remade
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Singani: Pisco’s lovable kin
Next time a cold day has you thinking chowder, try making this soup, said David 
Tanis in The New York Times. It’s inspired by Spanish and Portuguese potato and 

salt cod stews, and the smoked fish makes it “shockingly, deeply flavorful.”  
I used sablefish, but almost any other smoked fish will do.

Recipe of the week

• In a heavy-bottomed soup pot, heat 
olive oil over medium-high heat. Add 
onions, season with salt and pepper, 
and cook, stirring, until 
softened and beginning 
to brown, about 5 min-
utes. Add chorizo and 
potatoes, stir to coat, then 
cook 5 min utes, stirring. 
Add bay leaf and broth 
or water and bring to a 
boil, then lower heat to 
simmer. When potatoes 

are nearly tender, about 10 minutes, add 
leeks and cook 5 minutes more. Taste 
broth and add salt as necessary. 

• Add smoked fish and 
piquillo peppers and sim-
mer 10 minutes, then turn 
off heat to let flavors min-
gle. Reheat soup to serve, 
adding chopped cilantro 
at the last minute and 
providing lime wedges to 
squeeze into the bowls at 
the table. Serves 6. 

Smoked fish and potato soup with chorizo
2 tbsp olive oil • 1 large onion, diced • salt and pepper • 6 oz chorizo, diced • 1 lb 

yellow-fleshed potatoes, peeled and cut in 1-inch cubes • 1 bay leaf • 6 cups chicken 
broth or water • 2 medium leeks, white and tender green parts, diced • 1 lb smoked 
sable or other fish, cut in 1-inch chunks • 8 oz jarred piquillo peppers, cut in ½-inch 

strips • 1 cup roughly chopped cilantro leaves and tender stems • lime wedges

in suburban Boston, built in 1661 and 
enlarged in 1803, is today an unlikely but 
“very wonderful” hybrid of mom-and-pop 
Sichuan restaurant and world-class cocktail 
bar. Or, rather, two world-class cocktail 
bars. Downstairs, in the Baldwin Bar, mas-
ter mixologist Ran Duan and his crew wear 
ties, spin old-school hip-hop, and turn out 
dazzling potions like the award-winning 
Father’s Advice, which combines rum, 
sherry, amaro, vermouth, and a banana 
cordial. But since October, Duan has used 
the mansion’s upper floor to push the enve-
lope further, creating a throwback lounge 
called Baldwin & Sons Trading Co. There, 
a typical Friday night is “a scene out of a 
louche cabaret from a more romantic era,” 
with couples draped on leather couches, 
legs intertwined and sipping cocktails like 
the Oracle—a heady mix of Hendrick’s gin, 

St. Germain, falernum, absinthe, and ylang-
ylang fog. Patrons partake, too, of some 
of the “hauntingly good” Sichuan dishes 
from the kitchen below. When a bowl of 
Chengdu duck stew arrives, trailing the 
scent of star anise, “everyone gasps in 
appreciation.” 2 Alfred St., (781) 935-8488 
 
Ophelia’s Electric Soapbox Denver 
Every once in a while, dinner out could 
use a blast of burlesque energy, said Scott 
Mowbray in 5280 magazine. That seems 
to be the conceit behind Ophelia’s, a din-
ner club that bills itself as a gastro brothel 
but that “plays out less like a brothel than 
a bit of B cinema.” Chef-owner Justin 
Cucci previously created hit restaurants in 
a former gas station and former mortuary, 
so who can blame him for riffing on the 
prostitution-and-peepshow past of an 1889 
building? The “pell-mell” décor features a 
closetful of vintage soft-core movie posters 
and like bric-a-brac, while the menu offers 
a similarly “wild, sometimes wonderful” 
ride. The stout-teriyaki duck wings make 
“brilliant finger food,” for example, while 
Cucci’s mussels arrive in an extraordi-
nary beer broth—but with garnishes that 
make no sense. The same can be said of 
Ophelia’s, though “in some weird way it 
succeeds.” The cocktails are great, there’s 
a good idea hiding on every plate, and 
Cucci’s mad vision can’t help but raise a 
smile. 1215 20th St., (303) 993-8023

Matthew Lightner (right) at Ninebark
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Drive three hours west from bustling 
Marrakesh and you’ll find a little piece 
of North Africa as it used to be—the sea-
side town of Essaouira, said Alexandra 
Marshall in Travel + Leisure. The walled 
Moroccan city has been attracting tour-
ists since the 1960s, when hippie icons 
like Jimi Hendrix and Cat Stevens paid 
high-profile visits, and strong trade winds 
make it one of the world’s great surf spots. 
“Despite this, Essaouira remains peaceful, 
quaint, and slow-paced.” It’s a place to 
enjoy simple pleasures: sitting by the ocean 
or savoring a beer at a sidewalk café.

On my first day in town, I took a stroll 
through the medina. “Elsewhere in Morocco 
the markets in historic town centers can be 
overwhelming, but here, the jumble was 
harmonious.” No one hustled me into his 
brother-in-law’s shop to check out over-
priced slippers, and while some stallholders 
tried to talk me into spending, the exchange 
was easy. “‘Non, merci,’ was taken for an 
answer, with a smile.” In a quiet corner of 

This week’s dream: A taste of old Morocco in Essaouira
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Expect to share your break-
fast with a long-necked 
visitor when you stay at 
this unusual hotel, said 
Sam Dangremond in 
TownAndCountryMag.com. 
A herd of endangered Roth-
s child’s giraffes live on the 
grounds of this 140-acre 
property outside Kenya’s 
capital, and the animals often 
poke their heads through the 
windows of the British-style 
country house in search of a 
treat. Guests can stroll across 
the lawn to the neighboring 
African Fund for Endangered 
Wildlife center, where guides 
will tell them everything they 
need to know about the lov-
able, lanky beasts. 
thesafaricollection.com; 
suites from $525 a person 

Hotel of the week

“There is new life at Port Eads,” said T. Edward 
Nickens in Garden & Gun. This complex of 
docks and fishing camps on Louisiana’s south-
ernmost tip was the unofficial home of New 
Orleans’ Big Game Fishing Club for more than 
50 years—until Hurricane Katrina smashed it 
to pieces in 2005. But after a $14 million recon-
struction effort in 2014, Port Eads has reopened. 
Just as before the storm, lodging at the camp is 
“relatively Spartan, in dormitory-style rooms 
with bunk beds,” although “you’ll be pampered 
at mealtime,” when the chef whips up tasty 
dishes from local catches. But the main attrac-
tion remains the fishing. Port Eads is built on 
marshland where the Mississippi meets the Gulf 
of Mexico, and its nutrient-rich waters are an 
angler’s dream. Redfish and speckled trout can be 
caught year-round, while the tarpon bite picks up 
in October. The list of blue-water fish “runs the 
gamut: Big wahoo. Blue marlin. Sailfish. Mahi.”

Getting the flavor of...

Visitors in search of a snack

Last-minute travel deals
Old Europe by train 
Ride the rails through historic 
central Europe with a pack-
age that includes three-night 
stays in Prague, Vienna, and 
Budapest. The nine-night 
train trip starts at $909, about 
$800 less than similar tours. 
Book by Jan. 27.
tripmasters.com

Mexican getaway 
Fight the winter blues at 
Mexico’s El Cid Castilla Beach. 
Through April 30, the Pacific 
coast resort is taking 30 per-
cent off all-inclusive packages. 
Doubles start at $138 a night, 
and children under 12 stay 
free. Book by Jan. 22.
travelzoo.com

Braving Minnesota 
Enjoy 30 percent off when 
you book a suite this winter 
at the Grand Hotel in down-
town Minneapolis. With the 
discount, premier rooms and 
suites cost as little as $91 a 
night. Book by Jan. 31 for 
travel through March 31.
kimptonhotels.com

the market I found Galerie Jama, a rug shop 
owned by a knowledgeable collector. In 
fact, “if you happen to hanker for a tufted 
eggshell wool Beni Ourain rug, handmade 
in the Atlas Mountains by Berber nomads, 
Mustapha is your man.” A short walk from 
the medina sits the city’s most formal res-
taurant, Salon Oriental. In a palm tree–lined 
courtyard, I dined on slow-cooked lamb 
shoulder with dried fruit and almonds, and 

though the food was well prepared, it 
didn’t surpass a simple lunch I enjoyed 
at a fish stall outside the medina. After 
savoring grilled sea bass and prawns 
spiced with cumin, paprika, and lemons, 
I walked through the neighboring fish 
market, a pier where “riotous gangs of 
seagulls” and stealthy stray cats cleaned 
up any food waste.

“Ah, those cats.” Loved by the locals, 
they were everywhere in town and “com-
pleted a picture of earthy cheerfulness that 
I found more refreshing than an expert 
massage in a luxurious spa.” Not that 

I didn’t appreciate the coddling I received 
at the hammam, or steam bath, at the 
Baoussala guest house. Sprawled on a yoga 
mat, and naked aside from a pair of Crocs 
and a head-to-toe coating of tarlike black 
soap, “I lay utterly alone as steam swirled 
through a narrow beam of sunlight and 
water drip-drip-dripped down the walls.” 
At Baoussala (www.hotel-baoussala- 
essaouira.com), doubles start at $93. 

A reborn Gulf fishing lodge
If you want tickets to February’s Super Bowl 50 
at San Francisco’s Levi’s Stadium, “face it: You’ll 
have to take out a second mortgage,” said Sam 
McManis in The Sacramento Bee. But a more 
frugal alternative is available even for those 
who crave tangible firsthand memories. Before 
the Feb. 7 kickoff, take the stadium’s $50 Super 
Bowl tour, a 90-minute romp through the build-
ing from its bowels (where the locker rooms 
are housed and the beer is stored), to the roof 
(where a solar terrace and native garden dwell). 
Come game day, you’ll be able to impress 
friends at Super Bowl–viewing parties with nug-
gets of information about the 49ers’ digs, such 
as the fact that to reach the home team’s locker 
room—which has an underwater treadmill—
you need to pass through a fingerprint scanner. 
Really, the tour might be the best way to see the 
stadium from the inside out “without the hue 
and cry of the crowds.”

The Super Bowl’s next home

Nairobi

Giraffe Manor

A fishing boat outside the walls of Essaouira
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The best of…fun in the snow

Consumer

Autoweek
The new NSX is arriving a couple of years 
later than expected, but “it was worth the 
wait.” More than a decade after production 
ended on the legendary original, Acura has 
rolled out a “wildly different”  interpretation 
of the mid-engine sports car that fi rst won 
hearts in 1990. The NSX is no longer a lithe 
two-seater offering the purest of driving 
experiences. It’s a heavier car, loaded with 
software that boosts performance. Still, it’s 
“everything you want and expect” from a 
contemporary Japanese supercar.

Autoblog.com
For starters, it’s “stupid fast”—“the kind of 

fast that makes you giggle.” Three electric 
motors combine with a twin-turbocharged 
V-6 to crank out 573 hp, enough to move the 
NSX from 0 to 60 mph in under 3 seconds. 
It also delivers comfort and “obeys your 
every command,” even if those commands 
include taking hairpin turns “at speeds that 
leave other cars plowing in a straight line.”

Road & Track
 That’s only true, though, if you swap in 
track tires. Driven as packaged, this NSX 
suffers “hellish” understeer—mostly 
because Honda’s engineers programmed 
the software on the all-wheel-drive system 
to correct for novices’ mistakes. In trying 

to create an “everyday supercar,” the 
automaker forgot what a supercar should 
be. “There was a time when you felt a little 
NSX in your Accord. Now there’s too much 
Accord in your NSX.” 

28 LEISURE  

Tip of the week…How your kitchen 
setup can aid weight loss

Best apps…For automating 
mundane tech tasks

And for those who have 
everything...
“Cheers to whoever thought up the Drink-
ing Jacket.” Made for those who can’t sepa-
rate themselves from alcohol even while 
engaging in outdoor activities, this product 
looks like a nice, normal winter coat, “but 
it’s actually a mobile bar.” Hidden features 
include a neoprene-lined breast pocket 
for keeping bottles or cans cold, a bottle-
opener zipper, a fl ask pocket, and built-in 
drinking mitts with slip-
resistant grips. The 
jacket even has an ID 
tag sewn in—“so you 
can get it back if 
you leave it at 
the bar after 
a drunken 
revelry.”
$95,  

 thedrinking 

jacket.com

Source: Outside 

Clear the counters. Always put away 
snacks and drinks that can hurt your cause. 
A recent study found that women who leave 
cereal boxes on their countertops weigh 
20 pounds more than those who don’t. Be-
cause we eat what we see, keep only fruit on 
the counter or table, and pre-cut veggies to 
store at eye level in the fridge, helping make 
them the first things you reach for.

Downsize your dinnerware. People who 
eat their meals off salad plates eat 22 percent 
less than people who eat off 10-inch dinner 
plates. Try smaller drinking glasses and serv-
ing utensils, too, and note that families who 
fill their plates from the stove or counter con-
sume 15 percent fewer calories than those 
who take their portions at the table. 

Dim the lights. Low music and soft light-
ing aren’t just good for romance. A recent 
Cornell study showed that people eat less in 
such environments.
Source: Shape 

Trigger can trim the time you spend ad-
justing your phone’s settings menu, because 
it recognizes changes in location based on 
the Wi-Fi and Bluetooth signals it detects. 
It can mute message notification tones, for 
example, when you walk into the office, and 
it can open your favorite music app when 
you step into your car. (Android only)

Shoebox lets you easily store all digital 
photos in one place. It automatically backs 
up all photos from your phone in high reso-
lution and makes the collection available on 
your phone, computer, and tablet.

Slice is a great package tracker, helping 
you monitor shipments and deliveries. But 
the app also watches for price drops on 
items you’ve recently purchased so you can 
instantly claim a rebate if you’re owed one.

Xpire saves you the trouble of having to 
reconsider and edit social media posts. You 
set the expiration times; Xpire erases them.
Source: FastCompany.com 

The 2017 Acura NSX: What the critics say

The second coming of Honda’s supercar,
from $156,000

L.L. Bean Winter 
Walker Snowshoes
“A great option for 
beginners and veterans 
alike,” these lightweight 
snowshoes feature a 
hinged binding and 
tapered shape that pro-
mote a natural stride. 
The crampons, mean-
while, “produce impres-
sive traction.” 
$109, llbean.com

Source: Ksl.com

Musher’s Secret 
Paw Protection
Keep your dog happy 
even in the coldest 
snow conditions by 
rubbing some of this 
food-grade wax into 
his paw pads and belly 
just before you head 
outside. A staple of the 
dogsledding world, it 
prevents snow from 
clumping.
$13, amazon.com

Source: Outside

Burton Throwback
“Want some snow-
boarding fun without 
buying a lift ticket?” 
Keep the plywood 
Throwback in your trunk 
and break it out when 
you see a slope you can 
navigate with a rope 
handle but no bindings. 
$130, burton.com 

Source: Men’s Journal

Hammerhead Pro XLD
There’s a classic look to 
this aluminum-frame 
sled, but it “fl ies like 
something from the 
future.” Polycarbonate 
runners and leaf-spring 
steering allow pre-
cise control, and the 
“springy” deck provides 
a comfortable ride.
$179; hammerheadsleds.com

Source: Men’s Journal

GoPro Hero
The entry-level GoPro 
camera is easy to use, 
generates decent image 
quality, and works 
with mounts for other 
GoPros. “If you’re not 
sure how much you’d 
really use an action 
camera, this is the one 
you should start with.”
$130, gopro.com

Source: Gizmodo.com 
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For over 25 years, The Great Courses has brought 
the world’s foremost educators to millions who 
want to go deeper into the subjects that matter 
most. No exams. No homework. Just a world of 
knowledge available anytime, anywhere. Download 
or stream to your laptop or PC, or use our free 
mobile apps for iPad, iPhone, or Android. Over 550 
courses available at www.TheGreatCourses.com.

+$5 Shipping, Processing, and Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee

Priority Code: 122437

Optimizing Brain Fitness
Taught by Professor Richard Restak
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH SCIENCES

LECTURE TITLES

1. How Your Brain Works

2. How Your Brain Changes

3. Care and Feeding of the Brain

4. Creativity and the Playful Brain

5. Focusing Your Attention

6. Enhancing Your Memory

7. Exercising Your Working Memory

8. Putting Your Senses to Work

9. Enlisting Your Emotional Memory

10. Practicing for Peak Performance

11. Taking Advantage of Technology

12. Building Your Cognitive Reserve

SAVE $160

Optimizing Brain Fitness
Course no. 1651 | 12 lectures (30 minutes/lecture)

Optimize Your 
Brain’s Fitness
Your brain is the most powerful machine in the world—and it’s 
constantly changing through a process known as brain plasticity. Once 
you take advantage of this process, you can improve your brain’s jaw-
dropping powers at any age. In fact, optimal brain fitness leads to 
improvement in a range of areas, including memory, attention, creativity, 
and motor skills.

Discover the secrets to expanding your brain’s power to meet everyday 
challenges and enhance the quality of your life with Optimizing Brain 
Fitness. This engaging 12-lecture course shows you how to take advantage 
of the basic principles of brain operation and build the brain you want 
to live with for the rest of your life. Delivered by Dr. Richard Restak, 
an award-winning teacher and practicing neurologist, these lectures 
are packed with vital information and research-based exercises you can 
perform every day to tap into your hidden mental potential.

Off er expires 02/04/16
THEGREATCOURSES.COM/8WEEK
1-800-832-2412
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Best properties on the market

1  Bluffton  This three-
bedroom, custom-built 
home sits along the 12th 
fairway of the May River 
Golf Course. The house 
has a cathedral-style living 
room, wood floors, and 
a master suite with a fire-
place, a spa bathroom, and 
a balcony. The prop erty in-
cludes an additional apart-
ment above the garage 
as well as a freestanding 
one-bedroom guesthouse. 
$1,895,000. Palmetto 
Bluff,  (800) 501-7405

3  Bluffton  This four-bedroom waterfront 
home lies within a boating and golf com-
munity overlooking the Colleton River. 
The house features a curved-glass staircase, 
an elevator, a mahogany pub room, and 
a master suite with a sitting room and a 
fireplace. Property amenities include a pool 
and a spa, as well as a deepwater dock with 
two boatlifts. $2,990,000. Linda Rudd, 
Engle & Völkers, (843) 816-5522

2  Columbia  This lakefront house 
on a 1.72-acre wooded lot is only 
15 minutes from the capital center. 
The home boasts four en suite 
bedrooms, a spiral staircase, a large 
screened-in porch, and a beamed 
cathedral ceiling in the main living 
space. Every room provides a view 
of the water. $549,900. Georgianna 
Siokos-Evans, Coldwell Banker/
United, (803) 238-1595

This week: Homes in South Carolina
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Best properties on the market

5  Isle of Palms  This 
five-bedroom home was 
built as the personal resi-
dence for an area builder. 
The 4,960-square-foot 
house includes heart 
pine and coral floors, 
iron railings, a gourmet 
kitchen, and a media 
room. The waterfront 
property features a pool, 
a fire pit, a grilling area, 
and a deepwater dock on 
the Intracoastal Water-
way. $3,450,000. Champ 
Smith, S.C. Places, (843) 
224-1811

6  Hartsville  Set on 
12 acres, this four-
bedroom home was 
built in 1968. The 
house has a formal dining room, a 
large open kitchen, two fireplaces, 
and a sunroom with open beams. 
The master bedroom suite has dual 
closets and sinks as well as a large 
tub and a separate walk-in shower. 
The property includes a patio and 
a workshop. $575,000. Deborah 
Griggs, Better Homes and Gardens 
Real Estate, (843) 616-2687

4  Charleston  Built circa 
1735, the Thomas Rose House 
is listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. Original 
details include wood paneling, 
decorative mantelpieces, and a 
drawing room. The double-lot 
property features a rear piazza, 
a Loutrel Briggs–designed gar-
den, and the original outbuild-
ings. $4,800,000. Helen Geer, 
William Means Real Estate, 
(843) 577-6651

7  River Hills 
  Associates of Frank 
Lloyd Wright 
constructed this 
three-bedroom 
home in 1989. The 
Colonnade typifies 
organic architec-
ture by incorpo-
rating the building, furnishings, and environment into 
one entity. Interior details include built-in furnishings 
and brick and mahogany walls and ceilings throughout. 
$374,900. Hanes Walker, Premier/Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, (704) 366-2830  

Steal of the week
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David Bowie will go 
down in history as 
a rock legend, “but 
did you know he also 
left his mark on the 
world of asset-backed 
securities?” asked 
Jordan Weissmann 
in Slate.com. In 1997, 
Bowie became the 
first recording artist 
to sell bonds tied to 
the future royalties 
earned on his catalog 
of hit songs, pioneering 
today’s market of exotic 
securities backed by 
everything from movie 
revenues to racehorse 
stud rights. Prudential 
Insurance bought the 
10-year “Bowie bonds” 
for $55 million, allow-
ing the musician to get 
a big upfront payment 
while still retaining 
rights to the music. 
Acts like James Brown, 
the Isley Brothers, 
and Iron Maiden 
soon followed suit 
with their own bond 
issues. Today, thanks 
to Bowie’s example, 
the market for intel-
lectual property bonds 
includes drug pat-
ents, future box-office 
receipts, restaurant 
franchises, and even 
comic strips. 

David Bowie:  
Wall Street pioneer

BUSINESS

Oil prices briefly dipped below 
$30 a barrel this week, hitting 
lows not seen since 2003, said 
Matt Krantz in USA Today. While 
American drivers are cheering the 
price plunges, which have pushed 
the average national gas price 
below $2 per gallon, “energy com-
panies are suffering to a staggering 
degree.” Oil and gas companies 
in the S&P 500 are expected to 
lose more than $28 bil lion this 
year, compared with a collective 
$95 bil lion in profits earned in 
2008, when oil prices hit a 20-year 
peak. “And in a sign of the human 
toll” brought on by the slumping prices, BP said 
this week it will slash 4,000 jobs by 2018. 

“The specter of bankruptcy” now 
hangs over a significant chunk of 
the U.S. oil industry, said Bradley 
Olson and Erin Ailworth in The 
Wall Street Journal. With North 
American oil-and-gas produc-
ers losing nearly $2 billion every 
week at current prices, as many 
as a third of U.S. producers could 
be forced into Chapter 11 by 
mid-2017. And energy analysts 
expect the price of oil to fall 
even further this year— perhaps 
into $20  territory—as a result of 
China’s slowdown, a strong U.S. 
dollar, and the fact that drillers 

worldwide keep pumping record amounts of oil 
in a desperate bid to hold on to market share. 

Energy: Plunging oil prices hammer industry

Economy: 2015 closes with strong job growth 
“Despite a slowing global economy, the U.S. job market showed sur-
prising strength last month,” said Jim Puzzanghera in the Los Angeles 
Times. The economy added 292,000 new jobs in December, with the 
unemployment rate remaining steady at 5 percent. The report capped 
a second consecutive year of “stellar” job growth. Taken together, 
the last two years “were the best back-to-back performances by the 
U.S. labor market since 1998–99.” Wages, however, declined slightly. 
Average hourly earnings fell by 1 cent to $25.24.

Energy: Saudis consider Aramco IPO  
Saudi Arabia is mulling an initial public offering for a stake in its 
state-owned oil giant, said Rakteem Katakey and Javier Blas in 
Bloomberg.com. Opening Saudi Aramco to private investors would 
mark a “dramatic change” in the kingdom’s economic policy, but 
analysts say it would be consistent with recently proposed economic 
reforms. The monarchy is expected to retain ultimate control of the 
firm if the offering goes forward. Experts say Aramco, which con-
trols roughly 10 times the oil reserves held by Exxon Mobil, could be 
worth as much as $2.5 trillion.

Retail: Hudson’s Bay gets a deal on Gilt Groupe 
Gilt Groupe has sold for $250 million “in the ultimate flash sale,” 
said Sara Ashley O’Brien in CNN.com. Hudson’s Bay, the parent 
company of Saks Fifth Avenue, recently snapped up the fashion deals 
pioneer in an all-cash agreement that valued Gilt far less than the 
$1 bil lion investors pinned on it in 2011. Gilt’s user base has grown 
from 5 million to 9 million in the past four years, but its revenue 
“hasn’t grown in kind.” The company earned an estimated $600 mil-
lion in 2015, down from $660 million in 2014. 

Media: Social media mogul ditches TNR 
Facebook co-founder Chris Hughes is abandoning his plans to rein-
vent The New Republic, said Lukas Alpert in The Wall Street Journal. 
Hughes announced this week that he’s putting the century-old liberal 
magazine up for sale, saying that he underestimated “the difficulty 
of transitioning an old and traditional institution into a digital media 
company in today’s quickly evolving climate.” Hughes bought a major-
ity stake in the struggling magazine in 2012, but soon clashed with 
staffers who chafed under his Silicon Valley–inspired approach, culmi-
nating in a “mass exodus” of editors and writers in 2014. 
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Supply is up, but demand lags.

For the first time ever, 
more people are using 
mobile-banking apps than 
actually going to bank 
branches. Roughly 30 per-
cent of U.S. adults used 
their tablets or smartphones 
weekly for banking in 2015, 
while just 24 percent used a 
branch on a weekly basis.  
WSJ.com 

More than a third of Yahoo’s 
11,000 employees have left 
the company in the past year. 
Just 34 percent of current 
Yahoo employees believe the 
company’s prospects are im-
proving, according to surveys 
conducted by Glassdoor.com.  
The New York Times 

There are now more solar-
energy jobs in the United 
States than oil and gas jobs, 
but the oil and gas industry 
still offers better pay. The 
solar industry had roughly 
209,000 solar employees in 
November 2015, earning an 

average 
of $21 
per hour. 
The oil 
and gas 
industry’s 
185,000 
employ-

ees earn an average of $44 
per hour.  
HuffingtonPost.com 

The Federal Reserve hand-
ed over a record $97.7 bil lion 
in profits to the Treasury De-
partment in 2015, generated 
by its massive portfolio of 
bonds and other assets. Fed 
revenues cover the central 
bank’s expenses, with the 
surplus helping to pay the 
federal government’s bills.  
The Wall Street Journal 

Surging gun sales spurred 
by fears of new gun regula-
tions have caused firearm 
manufacturers’ stock prices 
to soar in recent years. The 
share prices for Smith & Wes-
son and Sturm, Ruger have 
both increased more than 
900 percent since 2009, out-
pacing the S&P 500 (which is 
up 147 percent over the same 
period) and even Apple (up 
800 percent).  
The New York Times 

The bottom line
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Making money

As the glow of the holiday season 
fades, “chances are your wallet is feel-
ing a little thin,” said Jonnelle Marte 
in The Washington Post. Close to 
40 percent of people who used credit 
cards for Christmas shopping sprees 
said they couldn’t afford to pay off 
their cards in December, according 
to a survey by MagnifyMoney.com. 
Most people splurged without doing 
the math first. About 51 percent of 
people didn’t set a budget for holiday 
spending, and another 15 percent 
ended up spending more than they 
had planned. With interest charges 
looming, it’s time to put together a plan “for tackling that debt 
as quickly as possible.”

“Before anything else, you want to know what you’re working 
with and how to fix it,” said Kristin Wong in Lifehacker.com. 
Tally up your holiday-related spending from November and De-
cember and “come up with a solid number that indicates how 
much you’re in the hole.” Then it’s time to come up with a re-
covery budget. That likely means nixing small indulgences, like 
eating out and latte runs, and trimming fixed expenses where 
possible, like cable bills . To increase your chances of success, 
set small, specific goals for each month. For example, if your 
recovery amount is $800—the average amount most Ameri-
cans spend on Christmas gifts—you might set aside $260 each 

month to pay off the debt within 
four months, tweaking the number 
slightly depending on your credit 
card’s interest rate.

Channel any savings in your budget 
to making big credit card payments, 
said Trent Hamm in USNews.com. 
Focus on paying off the card with 
the highest interest first, while mak-
ing minimum payments on any oth-
ers. But before that, try shopping 
around for credit card offers that 
allow you to pay 0 percent interest 
on balance transfers for a certain pe-

riod of time. Once you have a handle on your finances, you can 
avoid a repeat of the January scramble by starting a savings plan 
now for next holiday season. “If you save $20 a week, you’ll 
have over $1,000 for holiday expenses just waiting for you.”

You might ask yourself what that holiday splurge was really 
about, said Taylor Tepper in Time.com. I write about personal 
finance for a living, and my wife and I still “went overboard” 
last month trying to give our not-quite-2-year-old a perfect 
Christmas. Both of us work grinding schedules and feel guilty 
about time not spent with our son. This year, however, we’re 
each experimenting with telecommuting a day or two each week. 
The hope is that we’ll not only have more family time, but also 
“be less inclined to overspend on the holidays to compensate.” 

Household budgets: The holiday spending hangover
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It’s best to prioritize credit card payments now.

Prices that wax and wane
Dynamic pricing—in which prices fluctuate 
based on demand—is familiar to anyone who 
has recently purchased an airline ticket or sum-
moned an Uber. But the pricing strategy is now 
“catching on” with retailers too , said Geoff 
Williams in USNews.com. Savvy shoppers 
can make the strategy work in their favor by 
changing their habits. “Shop on different days 
than you normally do”; prices are cheaper 
when fewer shoppers are online or in stores. 
When shopping online, try leaving items in 
your cart for several days. “Some retailers, in 
an attempt to get you to come back, will lower 
the price by 10 or 15 percent if you go back 
and complete the sale.” Or you can set your 
browser to “private mode,” so you can see 
what a store charges “when it doesn’t know 
who the shopper is.” 

Digital shift at the IRS
“Think reaching a human at the Internal Rev-
enue Service last tax filing season was tough?” 
asked Suzanne Woolley in Bloomberg.com. A 
renewed push at the IRS to upgrade its digital 
offerings could mean even less telephone and 
face-to-face customer service in the years to 
come, a new report warns. The Taxpayer Ad-
vocate Service, an independent office within 

the IRS, said that the agency’s online expan-
sion could leave behind many elderly or poor 
taxpayers who still seek help the old-fashioned 
way. Despite efforts to limit the need for tax-
payers to phone the agency, calls to the IRS 
increased 60 percent between 2006 and 2015. 
The advocate added that the agency’s plans, 
which include online accounts for filers, “could 
force many to pay tax preparers for advice 
they used to get for free.”

Crossing the mortgage finish line
Even if your last mortgage payment is in sight, 
you’ve still got work to do, said Pat Mertz 
Ess wein in Kiplinger.com. One or two months 
before you expect to make your last house 
payment, ask for a payoff quote from your 
lender or loan servicer. Because mortgages are 
paid in arrears, “you could owe more than you 
think.” You’ll typically need to pay a small fee 
to the county’s real estate recording office to 
release the mortgage lien from your title. Also, 
homeowners insurance and property taxes will 
no longer be paid from an escrow account, so 
those bills are now your responsibility. Contact 
your insurers to remove the servicer’s name. 
Finally, you won’t hold clear title to your home 
until the county has recorded the release re-
quest. After that, “it’s a done deal.” 

What the experts say
For more 
than a 
century, 
the 
United 
Way 
(unitedway.org) has sought to strengthen 
communities by improving access to 
education, quality health care, and job 
training. The organization’s 1,800 chap-
ters in the U.S. and abroad work closely 
with local communities and volunteers 
to design and implement effective, long-
term programs that bring lasting change. 
The 2-1-1 program, a free and confidential 
24/7 information and support line, con-
nects those seeking financial, domestic, 
and health assistance to the services they 
need. It also serves as a relief line when 
disasters strike. For those residents of 
Missouri and Illinois recently affected by 
severe flooding, local United Way chapters 
have offered cleanup kits, debris removal, 
and mold-remediation aid , as well as 
housing assistance and help navigating 
insurance and legal claims. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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You’ve probably heard that delivery drones are com-
ing soon to a backyard near you, said Todd Frankel. 
Amazon and Google have both released slick promo-
tional videos showing their drones “accurately and re-
liably” lowering packages onto customers’ doorsteps, 
and executives suggest that the vehicles will be ready 
to take flight after government regulators finalize 
airspace rules later this year. Don’t believe it. “People 
problems” will keep delivery drones grounded for 
years to come. Drone makers admit they don’t have 
any realistic approach to handling jokesters who 
might use the flying vehicles for target practice, or 
pets that go into attack mode when drones land in 

the yard. They’ve also been noticeably silent on the 
question of air rights, such as whether an Amazon 
drone can buzz low over your house to get to your 
neighbor’s door. Then there’s the issue of missing in-
frastructure. Drones will have to contend with unique 
delivery conditions at every residence; proposed solu-
tions, like 10-foot-tall mailboxes and rooftop delivery 
lockers, “are fanciful” and show just how much work 
remains in solving what’s known as the problem of 
“the last 50 feet.” The machines might be able to fly 
flawless test runs in areas “comically devoid of obsta-
cles,” but delivery drones won’t take off until “people 
and pets and pranksters stay out of the way.”

The biggest casualty of the Uberization of the U.S. 
economy is our “cherished notion” that corpora-
tions are job creators, said Michael Hiltzik. For much 
of the 20th century, the most valuable American 
companies were also the biggest employers, offering 
stable careers and opportunities for advancement to 
hundreds of thousands of workers. In 1962, the larg-
est corporation by market capitalization was AT&T, 
with 564,000 employees; in 2012, it was Apple, with 
just 76,000 workers. Today only retailers and food 
chains still employ large workforces, and those are 
armies of low-wage and part-time employees. What 
we’re seeing is an aggressive shift in the nature of em-

ployment, “from the career, to the job, to the task,” 
in a bid by companies to maximize shareholder value. 
The rise of the “gig economy” is only accelerating 
this trend; firms are now able to take a page from 
Uber’s playbook and “just order workers at the mo-
ment they’re needed.” As one management professor 
recently observed, “creating shareholder value and 
creating good jobs” have become “largely incompat-
ible.” Meanwhile, our politicians still assume that 
corporations “will be the chief providers” not only of 
solid wages but also of long-term benefits like health 
care and pensions. Our economic policy would “be 
much better” if we recognized that’s just not true. A

P

Why delivery 
drones will
stay grounded
Todd Frankel
The Washington Post

Companies 
pick profits 
over jobs
Michael Hiltzik
Los Angeles Times

It’s getting harder to ignore the stock mar-
ket chaos in China, said Anjani Trivedi 
in The Wall Street Journal. Until a few 
months ago, “few in global markets took 
their cue” from the notoriously volatile 
Shanghai index, which is “undersized and 
isolated” compared with New York’s and 
those of other global financial hubs. But 
Shanghai is now down 15 percent in the 
new year, and its meltdown has “rolled 
through stocks, commodities, and curren-
cies across the globe,” pushing U.S. stocks 
to their worst opening week in history. 
What’s changed? It’s partly that the global 
economy relies more than ever on China to fuel growth, said 
Greg Ip and Bob Davis, also in The Wall Street Journal. China 
is the No. 1 trading partner for countries from Australia to Brazil 
to South Korea. And though there have been signs for a while 
that “the world’s second-biggest economy is in trouble,” global 
markets have been convinced that leaders in Beijing could right 
the ship. Now many believe China’s authorities “are powerless 
to fix” what ails the country’s economy, and inconsistent policy 
moves in recent weeks have only added to the market panic. 

The question is, how sick is China, really? said Matt O’Brien in 
The Washington Post. Most of China’s economic data is dodgy, 
so the answer is a bit of a mystery. What we do know is that the 
country’s old growth model, built on vast reserves of rural labor, 
has essentially run its course; “there are only so many people you 
can move from the farms to the factories.” Beijing’s challenge now 
is to manage the necessary shift to a consumer economy. That 
involves the tricky task of intervening “even more in the economy 

to keep it growing today” while also 
“loosening its grip to keep it growing 
tomorrow.” Right now, “the Ameri-
can economy is acting as a steadying 
force” in an otherwise messy economic 
world, said Neil Irwin in The New York 
Times. But as China’s woes drag down 
its global trading partners, it will mean 
less demand for American products, and 
thus fewer jobs for American workers. 
And if the U.S. economy does start to 
slump, there are precious few remain-
ing policy remedies at our disposal. The 
Federal Reserve has already begun to lift 

interest rates, and a Republican-dominated Congress would de-
clare any economic stimulus package “dead on arrival.” 

Conventional wisdom tells us that “while China itself is in big 
trouble, the consequences for the rest of us should be manage-
able,” said Paul Krugman in The New York Times. I’m not so 
sure. Sometimes, psychology is just as important as goods traded 
and profits earned. Europe and the U.S., for instance, export only 
a small fraction of our goods to each other, but our recessions 
and recoveries often occur at the same time. It’s what we might 
call “psychological contagion: Good or bad news in one major 
economy affects animal spirits in others.” That’s exactly what I’m 
afraid of, said Robert Samuelson in The Washington Post. The 
U.S. economy might appear strong now, but a sustained slump 
in global stock prices could “demoralize” investors and create a 
negative “wealth effect.” That is, “when people feel poorer, they 
spend less,” which would magnify the impact of a market decline. 
“Whatever happens, this is not your father’s business cycle.” 

Issue of the week: Will China’s woes infect the world? 

China: At an economic crossroads
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David Bowie was a 
master of reinven-
tion. Over a five-
decade career, the 

genre-spanning British artist blazed 
a trail in everything from glam rock 
to soul, new wave to electronica—
changing his entire look and style 
with each musical shift. In the 
early 1970s, he performed as Ziggy 
Stardust, an intergalactic glam 
rock star visiting a doomed planet 
Earth; later, he became the Thin 
White Duke, a cocaine-addled, 
Third Reich–obsessed aristocrat 
who sang torch songs. Yet Bowie’s 
many alter egos, studiously mim-
icked by his legions of fans, weren’t 
just an expression of his unrivaled 
creativity. They were also a means 
of hiding his natural shyness. “I 
didn’t really have the nerve to sing 
my songs onstage,” he said. “I 
decided to do them in disguise so 
that I didn’t have to actually go through the humiliation of going 
onstage and being myself.” 

Bowie, who died this week at age 69 after an 18-month battle 
with cancer, was born David Jones in Brixton, “a working-class 
south London neighborhood scarred by World War II bombs,” 
said The Washington Post. His older half-brother, Terry, intro-
duced him to jazz, and in 1961 his mother bought him his first 
instrument: a plastic saxophone. A punch to the eye during a 
schoolyard scrap the following year left him with a permanently 
dilated left pupil, a minor deformity “that would add to the oth-
erworldly appearance he would later cultivate.” At 15, he began 
playing sax and guitar in local bands, and found he enjoyed sing-
ing as well as the attention of female fans. To avoid being con-
fused with Davy Jones of the Monkees, he changed his last name 
to Bowie after the 19th-century American frontiersman. After a 
brief spell studying theater and mime, and a debut album that 
sank without a trace, Bowie had his first hit with 1969’s “Space 
Oddity,” a song about an astronaut who decides to stay “sitting 
in my tin can, far above the world,” rather than return to Earth. 
“Released five days before the Apollo 11 launch, it reached No. 5 
in Britain.”

“The following year was a momentous one for Bowie,” said The 
Guardian (U.K.). His brother Terry was committed to a psychiatric 
institution—he would commit suicide in 1985—and Bowie mar-
ried his art student girlfriend, Angela Barnett. “Artistically, Bowie 
was powering ahead.” He released The Man Who Sold the World, 
a “broody, hard-rock” LP, in 1970; with its explorations of insan-
ity, immortality, and mysticism, it was “the first album to do full 
justice to his writing and performing gifts.” The singer quickly 
followed it with Hunky Dory, a mix of anthemic pop (“Life on 
Mars?” and “Changes”) and elaborate songwriting (“Quicksand”). 
It met with only moderate success, but his next release, Ziggy 
Stardust and the Spiders From Mars, transformed him into a super-
star. He promoted the album with provocative media appearances, 
telling one interviewer he was gay—he later said he was bisexual, 
and still later described himself as “a closeted heterosexual”—and 
performed live as Ziggy, an androgynous alien with orange hair 

and elaborate makeup. Fans 
reacted with “enthusiasm unseen 
since Beatlemania.” But following 
the release of 1973’s Aladdin Sane, 
Bowie’s first U.K. No. 1 album, 
he abruptly changed direction and 
retired the Ziggy Stardust charac-
ter. “My policy has been that as 
soon as a system or process works, 
it’s out of date,” he later explained. 
“I move on to another area.” 

Bowie relocated to the U.S. and 
“melodramatically announced that 
rock music was dead,” said The 
Times (U.K.). He embraced black 
dance music on 1974’s Young 
Americans, which gave him a U.S. 
No. 1 single, “Fame,” and rein-
vented himself as the Thin White 
Duke on 1976’s Station to Station. 
While managers, middlemen, and 
record companies grew rich on 
his success, “Bowie himself was 

close to bankruptcy.” He had signed record contracts early in his 
career that he hadn’t read carefully and fought a long legal battle 
to shake off the leeches. Eager to clean up his financial affairs and 
kick a cocaine habit that had grown “astronomic”—Bowie later 
recalled how he once blew his nose “and half my brain fell out”—
he left America in the late ’70s to take up residence in tax-friendly 
Switzerland. The change of view was a catalyst for another of 
Bowie’s great leaps forward. Working with ambient-music pioneer 
Brian Eno and recording in Berlin, “he came up with a trilogy of 
dark, densely synthesized albums in Low, Heroes, and Lodger.”

A new decade brought another new start, said The Daily 
Telegraph (U.K.) He divorced Angela in 1980, their hedonistic, 
promiscuous lifestyle having long since wrecked their relation-
ship, and in 1983 transformed into a stadium-filling pop star 
with the album Let’s Dance, which sold more than 10 million 
copies worldwide. But its success depressed Bowie. “I suddenly 
felt very apart from my audience,” he said. “I didn’t know what 
they wanted.” So with his financial future secure, Bowie set off in 
new directions. Having played an emaciated alien in the 1976 film 
The Man Who Fell to Earth, he expanded his range as an actor, 
appearing as a goblin king in the fantasy film Labyrinth (1986), 
Pontius Pilate in The Last Temptation of Christ (1988), and Andy 
Warhol in Basquiat (1996). After getting married for a second 
time, to Somali-born model Iman Abdulmajid, he “mellowed into 
an affable, discursive teetotaler.” 

“By the 21st century, Bowie was an elder statesman,” said The 
New York Times. He had been inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame, and sang at the Concert for New York City six 
weeks after the 9/11 attacks. He dramatically scaled back his tour-
ing activities after developing heart problems in 2004, “but con-
tinued to lend his imprimatur to newer bands like Arcade Fire.” 
In 2013, Bowie unexpectedly released The Next Day, his first new 
album in a decade, to great acclaim. His 25th and final album, the 
jazzy, electronic-infused Blackstar, came out just two days before 
his death. The video for the single “Lazarus” shows the musician 
in a hospital bed and ends with him retreating into a coffin-like 
closet. “Look up here,” the lyrics begin. “I’m in heaven!”
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The musical chameleon who never stopped changing
David
Bowie
1947–2016
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New technologies—
including genetic 
engineering and 
 nanotechnology—are 
cascading upon one 
another and converg-
ing. We don’t know 
how this will play 
out. But some of the 
most serious thinkers 
on Earth worry about 
potential hazards—and 
wonder whether we 
remain fully in control 
of our inventions.

SCIENCE-FICTION 
pioneer Isaac 
Asimov anticipated 

these concerns when 
he began writing about 
robots in the 1940s. 
He developed rules for 
robots, the first of which 
was “A robot may not 
injure a human being or, through inaction, 
allow a human being to come to harm.”

People still talk about Asimov’s rules. But 
they talk even more about what they call 
the Singularity.

The idea dates to at least 1965, when 
Brit ish mathematician and code-breaker 
I.J. Good wrote, “An  ultraintelligent 
ma chine could design even better machines; 
there would then unquestionably be an 
‘in tel li gence ex  plo sion,’ and the in tel li gence 
of man would be left far behind.”

In 1993, science-fiction author Vernor 
Vinge used the term “the Singularity” to 
describe such a moment. Inventor and 
writer Ray Kurzweil ran with the idea, 
cranking out a series of books predicting 
the age of intelligent, spiritual machines.

Kurzweil, now a director of engineering 
at Google, embraces such a future; he is 
perhaps the most famous of the techno-
utopians, for he believes that technologi-
cal progress will culminate in a merger of 
human and machine intelligence. We will all 
become “transhuman.”

Whether any of this will actually happen is 
the subject of robust debate. Bostrom sup-
ports the research but worries that sufficient 
safeguards are not in place. Imagine, he 
says, that human engineers programmed the 
machines to never harm humans—an echo 
of the first of Asimov’s robot laws. But the 

machines might decide that the best way to 
obey the harm-no-humans command would 
be to prevent any humans from being born.

Or imagine, Bostrom says, that superintel-
ligent machines are programmed to ensure 
that whatever they do will make humans 
smile. They may then decide that they 
should implant electrodes into the facial 
muscles of all people to keep us smiling.

Bostrom isn’t saying this will happen. These 
are thought experiments. His big-picture 
idea is that, just in the past couple of centu-
ries, we’ve seen astonishing changes in the 
human population and economic prosper-
ity. In Bostrom’s view, our modern existence 
is an anomaly—one created largely by 
technology. Our tools have suddenly over-
whelmed the restrictions of nature. We’re in 
charge now, or seem to be. But what if the 
technology bites back?

THERE IS A second Swede in this story, 
and even more than Bostrom, he’s 
the person driving the conversation. 

His name is Max Tegmark. He’s a charis-
matic, 48-year-old professor in the physics 
department at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. He’s also a founder of some-
thing called the Future of Life Institute, 
which has been doling out Elon Musk’s 
money for research on making A.I. safer.

Tegmark is something of a physics radi-
cal, the kind of scientist who thinks there 

Some of the world’s top scientists and philosophers believe that intelligent machines pose a threat to humanity. 
Journalist Joel Achenbach asked them to explain why they are so worried. 

Philosopher Nick Bostrom believes A.I. must be treated with vigilance.

THE WORLD’S SPOOKIEST philosopher 
is Nick Bostrom, a thin, soft-spoken 
Swede. Of all the people worried 

about runaway artificial intelligence, killer 
robots, and the possibility of a technologi-
cal doomsday, Bostrom conjures the most 
extreme scenarios. In his mind, human 
extinction could be just the beginning.

Bostrom’s favorite apocalyptic hypotheti-
cal involves a machine that has been pro-
grammed to make paper clips (although any 
mundane product will do). This machine 
keeps getting smarter and more powerful, 
but never develops human values. It achieves 
“superintelligence.” It begins to convert all 
kinds of ordinary materials into paper clips. 
Eventually it decides to turn everything on 
Earth—including the human race (!!!)—into 
paper clips. Then it goes interstellar.

“You could have a superintelligence whose 
only goal is to make as many paper clips as 
possible, and you get this bubble of paper 
clips spreading through the universe,” 
Bostrom calmly told an audience in Santa 
Fe earlier this year. He added, maintaining 
his tone of understatement, “I think that 
would be a low-value future.”

Bostrom’s underlying concerns about 
machine intelligence, unintended conse-
quences, and potentially malevolent com-
puters have gone mainstream. You can’t 
attend a technology conference these days 
without someone bringing up A.I. anxiety. 
It hovers over the tech conversation with 
the high-pitched whine of a 1950s-era 
Hollywood flying saucer.

People will tell you that even Stephen 
Hawking is worried about it. And Bill 
Gates. And that Tesla founder Elon Musk 
gave $10 million for research on how to 
keep machine intelligence under control. 
All that is true.

How this came about is as much a story 
about media relations as it is about techno-
logical change. The machines are not on the 
verge of taking over. This is a topic rife with 
speculation and perhaps a whiff of hysteria.

But the discussion reflects a broader truth: 
We live in an age in which machine intel-
ligence has become a part of daily life. 
Computers fly planes and soon will drive 
cars. Computer algorithms anticipate our 
needs and decide which advertisements 
to show us. Machines create news stories 
without human intervention. Machines can 
recognize your face in a crowd.
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may be other universes in which not only 
the speed of light and gravity are different 
but also the mathematical underpinnings 
of reality. Tegmark and Bostrom are intel-
lectual allies. 

“The future is ours to shape,” Tegmark 
said. “I feel we are in a race that we need to 
win. It’s a race between the growing power 
of the technology and the growing wisdom 
we need to manage it. Right now, almost all 
the resources tend to go into growing the 
power of the tech.”

In April 2014, 33 people gathered in 
Tegmark’s home to discuss existential 
threats from technology. They decided to 
form the Future of Life Institute. It would 
have no paid staff members. Tegmark per-
suaded numerous luminaries in the worlds 
of science, technology, and entertainment to 
add their names to the cause. Skype founder 
Jaan Tallinn signed on as a co-founder. 
Actors Morgan Freeman and Alan Alda 
joined the governing board.

Tegmark put together an op-ed about the 
potential dangers of machine intelligence, 
lining up three illustrious co-authors: Nobel 
laureate physicist Frank Wilczek, artifi-
cial intelligence researcher Stuart Russell, 
and the biggest name in science, Stephen 
Hawking. The piece was a brief, breezy 
tract that included a dismayed conclusion 
that experts weren’t taking the threat of 
runaway A.I. seriously. A.I., the authors 
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because of automated, ultrafast trading 
programs, the Dow Jones industrial aver-
age dropped almost 1,000 points within 
minutes before rebounding.

“What we’re doing every day today is pro-
ducing superstupid entities that make mis-
takes,” argues Boris Katz, another artificial 
intelligence researcher at MIT. 

“Machines are dangerous because we are 
giving them too much power, and we give 
them power to act in response to sensory 
input. But these rules are not fully thought 
through, and then sometimes the machine 
will act in the wrong way,” he said. “But 
not because it wants to kill you.”

I ACTUALLY THINK it would be a huge 
tragedy if machine superintelligence 
were never developed,” Bostrum said. 

“That would be a failure mode for our 
Earth-originating intelligent civilization.”

In his view, we have a chance to go 
 galactic—or even intergalactic—with our 
intelligence. Bostrom, like Tegmark, is 
keenly aware that human intelligence occu-
pies a minuscule space in the grand scheme 
of things. Earth is a small rock orbiting an 
ordinary star on one of the spiral arms of 
a galaxy with hundreds of billions of stars. 
And at least tens of billions of galaxies 
twirl across the known universe.

Artificial intelligence, Bostrom said, “is the 
technology that unlocks this much larger 
space of possibilities, of capabilities; that 
enables unlimited space colonization; that 
enables uploading of human minds into 
computers; that enables intergalactic civili-
zations with planetary-size minds living for 
billions of years.”

There’s a bizarre wrinkle in Bostrom’s 
thinking. He believes a superior civilization 
would possess essentially infinite comput-
ing power. These superintelligent machines 
could do almost anything, even create 
simulated universes that included programs 
that precisely mimicked human conscious-
ness, replete with memories of a person’s 
history—even though all this would be 
entirely manufactured by software, with no 
real-world, physical manifestation.

Bostrom goes so far as to say that unless 
we rule out the possibility that a machine 
could create a simulation of a human 
existence, we should assume that it is over-
whelmingly likely that we are living in such 
a simulation.

“I’m not sure that I’m not already in a 
machine,” he said calmly.

Excerpted from an article that origi-
nally appeared in The Washington Post. 
Reprinted with permission. 

Physicist Max Tegmark heads the Future of Life Institute.

wrote, is “potentially the best or worst 
thing ever to happen to humanity.”

CNBC declared: “Artificial intelligence 
could end mankind: Hawking.”

That got everyone’s attention.

JUST DOWN THE street from Tegmark’s 
office is MIT’s Computer Science and 
Artificial Intelligence Lab, where robots 

are aplenty. Director Daniela Rus is an 
inventor who just nabbed $25 million from 
Toyota to develop a car that will never be 
involved in a collision.

Is she worried about the Sin gu-
larity? “It rarely comes up,” Rus 
said. “It’s just not something  
I think about.”

With a few exceptions, most full-
time A.I. researchers think the 
Bostrom-Tegmark fears are pre-
mature. A widely repeated obser-
vation is that this is like worrying 
about overpopulation on Mars.

Rus points out that robots are 
better than humans at crunching 
numbers and lifting heavy loads, 
but humans are still better at fine, 
agile motions, not to mention cre-
ative, abstract thinking.

She makes a point about self-driving cars: 
They can’t drive just anywhere. They need 
precise maps and predictable situations. Self-
driving cars struggle with heavy traffic, she 
said, and even rain and snow are a problem. 
Imagine them trying to understand hand 
gestures from other drivers. “There’s too 
much going on,” Rus said. 

The future is implacably murky when it 
comes to technology; the smartest people 
on the planet fail to see what’s coming. For 
example, many of the great sages of the 
modern era didn’t anticipate that computers 
would get smaller rather than bigger.

Anyone looking for something to worry 
about in the near future might want to con-
sider the opposite of superintelligence: super-
stupidity. In our increasingly technological 
society, we rely on complex systems that are 
vulnerable to failure in complex and unpre-
dictable ways. Deepwater oil wells can 
blow out and take months to be resealed. 
Nuclear power reactors can melt down. 
How might intelligent machines fail—and 
how catastrophic might those failures be?

Often there is no one person who under-
stands exactly how these systems work or 
are operating at any given moment. Throw 
in elements of autonomy, and things can go 
wrong quickly and disastrously.

Such was the case with the “flash crash” 
in the stock market in 2010, when, in part 
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Crossword No. 343: It Was a Very Good Year by Matt Gaffney

Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

This week’s question: A study has found that mammals 
have evolved to overeat during cold winter months in 
order to maintain body fat, which might explain why 
so many people’s New Year’s resolutions to lose weight 
ultimately fail. Please come up with a medical term to 
describe the extra layer of blubber many people put on 
from December to March.

Last week’s contest: A Russian artist has unveiled a life-
size, 154-pound chocolate sculpture of President Vladimir 
Putin. If the artist were to slice up his delectable master-
piece and sell it as individual chocolate bars, what Putin-
themed brand name should be on the candy?

THE WINNER: Baby Ruthless 
John Pruitt, Atlanta

SECOND PLACE: DikTat 
Janinne Berlin, Milford, Conn.

THIRD PLACE: Demi Godiva 
Shaun Thomas, Eatontown, Ga.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek.com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Winter blubber” in the 
subject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, 

Tuesday, Jan. 19. Winners will appear 
on the Puzzle Page next issue and at 
theweek.com/puzzles on Friday, Jan. 22. 
In the case of identical or similar entries, 
the first one received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Outfielder’s success

6  Visiting team

10  Nick and Nora’s dog, 

in old mysteries

14  Syllables preceding 

“Gesundheit!”

15  Put in the microwave

16  Leave in

17  TV psychologist who 

made $70 million 

in 2015, No. 15 on 

Forbes’ list of the 

world’s highest-paid 

celebrities

19  Be an usher

20  Perfect score, maybe

21  Slippery types

22  Island near Naples

23  Band that made 

$59.5 million in 2015, 

No. 24 on the list

26  Winger with three 

Oscar nominations

29  “In what way?”

30  Pompeo or Page

31  Leader of the USA

33  Airport org.

36  Boxer who made 

$300 million in 2015, 

No. 1 on the list

40  Engage in stitchery

41  A very long time

42  Make oneself look a 

little too nice

43  “Death be not proud” 

poet

46  Work on a sentence

47  Chef who made 

$60 million in 2015, 

No. 21 on the list

52  “Now I remember”

53  Bob or Roseanne

54  Early Beatle Sutcliffe

57  Mai ___ (drinks with 

umbrellas)

58  Actor who made 

$50 million in 2015, 

No. 38 on the list

61  Covered containers

62  Mineral vein

63  Wolf or Judd

64  Three-hour movie, 

maybe

65  “Bravo!” alternatives

66  Send a short message

DOWN
1  Boat’s head, for short

2  Dull sensation

3  Weak, as an excuse

4  Venezuela neighbor: 

abbr.

5  Showtime show

6  It may be right

7  German links

8  Called at times

9  Tree known for 

longevity

10  Syrian dynasty

11  Non-blood relation

12  ___ muscle (get 

injured)

13  Room under the roof

18  Letter before “dee”

22  Holstein, e.g.

23  Glenn of the Eagles

24  “That was a close 

call!” sounds

25  Move slowly

26  Dict. entries

27  Magazine you can 

read backward?

28  Salon task

31  Outdated medium of 

communication

32  Crop grown in Poland

34  Gets a look at

35  Member of Barack’s 

cabinet until earlier 

this month

37  German who won 

the Nobel Prize in 

literature in 1929

38  Not hard to see

39  Cafeteria holder

44  Black Sea port

45  Rejections

47  “DJ ___ Fallin’ in 

Love” (2010 Usher hit)

48  Butler’s counterpart

49  Starting five

50  Produces

51  First word of an Asian 

nation’s name

54  Loafer, e.g.

55  Not very daring

56  Apartment or condo

58  Gigli actress, for short

59  Prominent ISP

60  Shout from the  

crow’s nest?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
medium

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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