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“standoffish” Parisians opened their 
homes to strangers; doctors, on strike 
the previous week, rushed to hospitals 
en masse to help out. Sadly, not 
everyone will have shared this humane 
response, said Roger Boyes in The 
Times. France’s would-be jihadists will 
no doubt have regarded the attacks  
as fitting punishment for France’s 
campaign against ISIL in Syria. 
Others may have too. Last year, a 
poll found that one in four French 
people aged 18 to 24 had a 
favourable opinion of ISIL.

Hollande, previously nicknamed 
Flanby after a type of wobbly 

custard pudding, is now presenting himself as his country’s 
steely commander-in-chief, said Angelique Chrisafis in The 
Guardian. For him, this struggle has become personal: as one 
of the spectators at the France-Germany football match, he 
was a potential target of the Stade de France bombs. But 
whether yet another security crackdown will achieve anything 
remains to be seen. There’s certainly a lot of room for 
improvement, said Nabila Ramdani in The Daily Telegraph. 
One of the eight confirmed Paris attackers was already facing 
terrorist charges, yet that didn’t stop him plotting mayhem and 

amassing weapons. Hours 
after the attacks, a prime 
suspect was stopped in a car 
near the Belgian border, only 
to be released. Such “gaping 
holes” in security would be 

alarming at any time, but coming just 10 months after the 
Charlie Hebdo shootings, they’re “a scandal”. Compared to 
London, with its ubiquitous CCTV cameras, Paris’ security 
arrangements are appallingly lax.

Another big question, said Natalie Nougayrede in The 
Guardian, is whether France as a whole will remain united in 
the face of this outrage. It came at a very sensitive time for 
French politics, just three weeks before regional elections in 
which the far-right is expected to make big gains. In the form 
of Marine Le Pen’s Front National, France “harbours the 
largest and possibly best-funded extreme-right party in 
Europe”. At the same time, the country has one of the largest 
Muslim populations in Europe (its 4.7 million Muslims make 
up 7.5% of the population). Hollande must be careful not to 
inflame divisions. As a society, we are stronger together. 

“France is at war.” Thus 
President François Hollande 
began a speech this week to a 
rare joint session of both houses 
of the French parliament –  
only the second in 160 years.  
It followed last Friday’s 
coordinated attacks in Paris,  
in which 129 people died and 
more than 350 were injured.  
In response to the massacres,  
the government closed  
France’s borders, sent military 
reinforcements to the capital, 
launched hundreds of police 
raids and stepped up air strikes  
in Syria. Meanwhile, across the 
world nations expressed their solidarity. Landmark buildings – 
from those in the UAE, to the Sydney Opera House and 
Shanghai’s Oriental Pearl Tower – were lit up in the red, white 
and blue of the Tricolore; at Wembley Stadium, tens of 
thousands of English football fans, gathered for a friendly with 
France, sang La Marseillaise. 

This was the second terrorist atrocity to hit Paris this year. Ten 
months ago, after the Charlie Hebdo massacre, some people 
accused the cartoonists who died of having provoked their killers, 
said Dorian Lynskey in The 
Guardian. Last Friday’s attacks 
exploded the “fallacy of justified 
versus unjustified targets”. The 
89 young people slaughtered at a 
rock concert had done nothing 
to provoke anyone. Neither had the dozens of young people 
gunned down while relaxing outside the busy bars and 
restaurants of the 10th and 11th arrondissements, nor the 
bystander killed by one of the three suicide bombs set off outside 
the Stade de France. An ISIL statement claiming responsibility  
for the attacks called Paris “the capital of prostitution and 
obscenity”. But their victims’ “only offence was having fun”.  
The clear message from these attacks, said John Lichfield in  
The Independent on Sunday, is that we’re “all targets now”.  

I’m deeply proud of the way my home city and nation has 
responded to this atrocity, said Anne-Elisabeth Moutet in The 
Independent. Our customary “grumbling and self-pity” has 
vanished and “suddenly the spirit of Delacroix’s and Victor 
Hugo’s Marianne is back”. Paris’ surly taxi drivers offered free 
rides to people stranded in the city on Friday night; 

A French shrine to the victims of the Paris massacres

The terrorist assault on Paris

The Paris attacks have forced France and Belgium 
to face up to an “ugly reality”, said Charles Bremner 
in The Times: “their tolerance of ghettos where 
disaffected youths have rejected Western values 
and turned to crime and radicalism”. Of the eight 
confirmed attackers (one of whom survived and is 
on the run, perhaps along with an unconfirmed 
ninth assailant), all but one hailed from the Paris 
banlieues or immigrant neighbour hoods. The 
Paris plot is thought to      have been hatched in 
Molenbeek, a deprived suburb on the northwestern 
fringes of Brussels where the alleged mastermind 
of the attacks, Abdel-Hamid Abu Oud (pictured), 
grew up. 

The French prime minister, Manuel Vals, said better education and 
the reconnection of the banlieue with mainstream France were 
needed in the long term, but that the immediate crisis called for 

force to cut out the “gangrene” of radicalism. 
Extra troops will reinforce the police as they  
stage raids on “no-go” estates. The Belgian PM, 
Charles Michel, likewise promised an “implacable” 
crackdown on terrorist breeding grounds in his 
country, conceding that law enforcers had lost 
control of the situation in Molenbeek.

Molenbeek “occupies a unique place in European 
jihadism”, said Ian Traynor in The Guardian. The 
largely Muslim district is believed to be “the 
source of the highest concentration in Europe of 
jihadi foreign fighters going to fight in Syria and 
Iraq and returning battle-hardened and determined 
to take their fight to the capitals of Europe”. 
Almost every recent jihadist attack in Europe – 
from the 2004 Madrid train bombings and last 

year’s killings at Brussels’ Jewish museum, to this summer’s 
foiled shooting spree on a high-speed Amsterdam-Paris train – 
has been traced back to Molenbeek. 

“ISIL called Paris ‘the capital of obscenity’, 
 but the victims’ only offence was having fun”

Molenbeek: The enemy within?
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“The European Union is prone to making grandiose plans 
with inadequate preparation and huge consequent damage,” 
said The Times. The euro is one such example; the Schengen 
treaty, which fulfilled a European dream by opening up its 
internal borders, is another. The Schengen zone, now covering 
26 nations, is “only as strong as its weakest link”; and that, 
once again, is Greece – which has struggled for years to 
contain the “migrant surge”. The attacks in Paris have proved 
beyond all doubt that “Schengen is a security nightmare”. 
At least two of the men involved in the attack seem to have 
travelled to Europe from Syria, via Greece. “France naturally 
wants to take back emergency control of its borders.”

The ease with which the jihadis appear to have moved 
between countries, carrying guns and explosives, highlights the 
absurdity of abolishing border controls, said the Daily Mail. 

This is the “final devastating proof that Schengen must be 
scrapped”. Greek officials think at least one of the attackers 
passed through the island of Leros on a Syrian passport, said 
Gavin Hewitt on BBC News online. As a result, the refugee 
crisis has taken on “a new dimension”. Poland has reneged on 
its part of the EU deal to distribute displaced Syrians among 
member states. Across the continent, politicians have raised 
concerns about terrorists hiding among the wave of migrants.

It remains unclear whether the Syrian passport used was real 
or fake, said Ian Birrell in The Guardian. But even if one 
Syrian refugee has abused the asylum system, “it should not 
stop Europe extending a welcome towards families fleeing 
carnage and conflict” – who mostly loathe ISIL “with a bitter 
intensity”. There will clearly have to be more security at EU 
borders, said the FT, and better information-sharing by police 
across the Schengen zone. But the border-free bloc has brought 
unity and prosperity to the EU. Last Friday’s “outrages should 
not be allowed to push it into full-scale retreat”.

Following the 
horrific terrorist 
attacks in Paris that 

left 129 people dead and more than 350 injured, 
the UAE paid tribute to those lost by lighting up 
key landmarks across the country in the colours of 
the French national flag. The world’s tallest building 
the Burj Khalifa, the Burj Al-Arab, Abu Dhabi 
Global Market building and Emirates Palace in the 
capital were among the buildings lit up in the 
tricolour flag. “To have this country, in the middle 
of the Gulf, showing its compassion and proximity 
with the French Republic is something we really 
appreciate,” said Michel Miraillet, the French 
ambassador in the UAE.

When the creation of a new caliphate in 
northern Iraq and Syria was announced in 
June 2014, few apart from its members 
took seriously ISIL’s claims to “imminent 
regional and eventual global dominance”, 
said John R. Bradley in The Spectator. A 
year on, “even the most hardened sceptic 
is having second thoughts”. As well as 
establishing a quasi-state based in the 
Syrian city of Raqqa, ISIL has gone on the 
offensive against its “crusader” enemies 
abroad, said David Blair in The Daily 
Telegraph. In under a fortnight, the group 
appears to have “carried out three complex 
and ambitious acts of mass murder in three different 
countries”: as well as attacking Paris, it has destroyed a 
Russian passenger jet over Egypt, and carried out a double 
suicide bombing in Beirut – killing a total of 396 people.

While ISIL confined its murderous activities to the Middle 
East, the West felt that “containment”, rather than another 
costly ground war, was the best policy, said Con Coughlin in 
The Daily Telegraph. The major powers “no longer have the 
option of keeping their distance”. This change was evident at 
this week’s G20 summit in Turkey. Barack Obama and David 
Cameron put aside their differences with Vladimir Putin to 
seek a joint military strategy. Putin even ordered Russian 
forces to support the French naval task force that has been 
sent to the eastern Mediterranean. More than a year after 
coalition warplanes began bombing ISIL, there is a growing 
“consensus” that it will not be defeated by air power alone.

Still, we should be wary of Russia’s offer, in which Putin’s ally, 
Syria’s President Assad, will send in his ground troops once 
ISIL has been softened up by US, Russian and French air 

power, said Roger Boyes in The Times. 
This is “unpalatable”, because it would 
effectively rehabilitate Assad, a dictator 
whose brutal tactics in Syria’s civil war 
have been responsible for far more 
deaths than ISIL. It would be better  
to take on ISIL directly. America’s 
misplaced fear of putting troops on  
the ground has become an unhelpful 
“fetish”. ISIL’s army of 20,000 to 35,000 
could be defeated with a small force.

I was held hostage for 10 months by 
ISIL, said Nicholas Henin in The 

Guardian. And I think they will be heartened by “every sign  
of overreaction” from their enemies. They came to Paris to 
provoke a military reaction. “And yet more bombs will be 
our response.” As we pound Raqqa, remember that there 
are some 500,000 civilians still trapped there. Negotiating to 
remove Assad would be far preferable. “Much of the world 
agrees that ISIL needs to be crushed,” said Tim Arango in The 
New York Times. But how that can be done, and what the 
“unintended consequences may be”, remains unclear. Don’t 
forget the group’s predecessor, al-Qaeda, in Mesopotamia. 
Formed to fight US troops after the invasion of Iraq, by 2009 
it was gutted and its leaders wiped out – at a great cost in 
blood and treasure. “But after the Americans left Iraq, the 
group rose again, and in its reincarnation became even more 
brutal and determined.” Even if ISIL were defeated – and any 
terrorist fallout weathered – the region it controlled would 
have to be patiently rebuilt over a period of decades.

Fighters posing for ISIL propaganda

The war on ISIL

EU closing its borders
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Let’s be frank about it: “Ben 
Carson is a bit nuts,” said 
Richard Cohen in The 
Washington Post. The 
presidential candidate topping 
Republican polls may have been 
a gifted neurosurgeon, but he 
holds a lot of kooky beliefs 
about evolution and the 
Egyptian pyramids, and now 
a host of self-glorifying 
anecdotes he’s told about his 
life have “evaporated upon 
examination”. Carson claimed 
he’d been an angry, violent teen 
until he was saved by religion, but when CNN 
interviewed nine of his childhood friends, no one 
remembered him that way or could corroborate his 
story that he tried to stab a friend. Carson also 
claimed he sheltered white students inside a locked 
biology lab during a riot at his high school, but 
reporters could find no one who remembered that 
either. In his autobiography, Carson said he’d 
turned down a “full scholarship” to West Point, but 
it turns out he never applied and was never offered 
admission. The list of distortions and lies keeps 
mounting almost daily, said Kevin Drum in 
MotherJones .com. One of the most glaring was 
Carson’s adamant insistence in a previous GOP 
debate that “I didn’t have any involvement with” 
Mannatech, a shady supplements company. Yet 
Carson made four paid speeches to the company’s 
sales staff, publicly claimed that the supplements 
helped him beat prostate cancer, and made 
several videos that Mannatech used to promote 
the product. Obviously, Carson has “a serious 
personal honesty problem”. This is another 
“high-tech lynching” of a black conservative by 
the liberal media, said David French in 

NationalReview.com – and an  
inept one at that. Carson didn’t 
“fabricate” a West Point offer, as 
Politico.com hysterically charged; 
as a top ROTC student in his high 
school, Carson was told he’d gain 
admission to West Point if he 
applied. And the fact that a handful 
of people couldn’t remember details 
of stories Carson told about events 
from 50 years ago proves nothing. 
“Sorry, media.” 

Carson may be “imperfect”, but 
attempts by biased journalists to 

smear this “good and decent man” will “only 
make him stronger”. The “double standard”  
here is sickening, said Thomas Sowell in 
RealClearPolitics.com. The same media now 
feverishly fact-checking Carson’s childhood 
memories “showed no such zeal” for investigating 
Barack Obama’s ties to leftist radicals back in 
2008, or – as Carson pointed out to thunderous 
applause in this week’s GOP debate – Hillary 
Clinton’s litany of lies about her email scandal or 
Benghazi. The difference, of course, is that the 
media want a Democrat in the White House, 
whereas the rise of a black Republican like Carson 
represents a mortal “threat to the Left’s vision 
and the Democrats’ voting base”. Let’s not 
forget that Carson is running without any 
experience or record in public office for voters 
to assess, said Jack Shafer in Politico.com. So 
“practically everything we know about his 
hypothetical performance as president” is 
contained in his biography. Given the power 
and responsibility he’s asking that we place in 
his hands, “we have every right to hold him 
accountable for his personal story”.

Only in the UAE

Boring but important

Poll watch
More than 300 war veterans 
are on death row in various  
US states – about 10% of 
those condemned to die, 
according to a new report  
by the Death Penalty 
Information Centre. Many 
appear to suffer from 
mental illness or post-
traumatic stress disorder 
incurred during their 
military service.
The New Yorker 

The Earth’s average 
temperature has risen  
by 1.02 degrees Celsius 
over historic norms, as 
carbon dioxide levels have 
surpassed 400 parts per 
million for the first time in 
recent history, according  
to the World Meteorological 
Organisation. The year  
2015 is on track to surpass 
2014 as the hottest year  
in human history.  
The Washington Post

The first cloned camel  
gave birth to its first ever 
offspring in Dubai last Friday. 
The female camel was  
born naturally and weighed 
38kgs. The birth proved  
that a cloned camel can 
be fertile and reproduce 
normally. The six-year-old 
mother gave birth at the 
Reproductive Biotechnology 
Centre in the emirate and the 
announcement was made by 
Dr Ali Ridha Al Hashimi, the 
administrative director of the 
centre. The mother, whose 
name is Injaz (which means 
‘achievement’ in Arabic),  
was cloned in 2009 from the 
ovarian cells of a dead camel. 
“This will prove that cloned 
camels are fertile and can 
reproduce the same way as 
naturally conceived camels,” 
said Dr Nisar Wani, the 
scientific director of the 
centre in Nad Al Sheba,  
when the pregnancy was first 
announced earlier this year. 

UAE lenders have vowed  
to support SMEs despite 
growing bad debts, reported 
The National. “Even as loans 
to small and medium-sized 
enterprises begin to sour, 
bank balance sheets are still 
growing and lending to small 
businesses won’t stop.” The 
announcement came after 
Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair, the 
chairman of the UAE Banking 
Federation warned that many 
SME owners may have 
absconded from the country, 
leaving unsettled debts of 
around $1.46bn in the UAE. 
Gurhair, who is also chief 
executive of Mashreq Bank, 
“did not elaborate on his 
warning,” said the The 
National. However, many 
observers told the newspaper 
that “much of the bad debts 
were likely to be concentrated 
in industries that have been 
hit hard by the slump in oil 
prices including companies 
affected by the government’s 
decreased spending on 
infrastructure projects.” 
SMEs are “the backbone of 
the country’s economy and 
[economic] cycles come and 
go,” Suvo Sarkar, Emirates 
NBD head of retail banking, 
told the newspaper. “It is a 
very key sector to us and we 
support it fully.” According to 
the Central Bank’s latest 
figures, the total amount of 
outstanding debt in the UAE 
is around $381bn.

Ben Carson: Unfair treatment?

Carson: A lying problem? 

Good week for:
Strangers helping each other, after a video surfaced 
of an elderly couple helping a young man do up his tie 
on a subway train in Atlanta, Georgia, in the US. A 
young man told the woman in the red coat he could 
not do his tie. “The older gentleman moved without 
hesitation and gave him a step-by-step tutorial.”

Blackberry, after the smartphone company received 
positive reviews for its new BlackBerry Z10 phone. 
The new addition runs both android and smartphone 

technology. “BlackBerry fans are going to love it, and so will Android 
users. It’s easily one of the top phones of the year,” said technology 
expert Todd Haselton on the Techno Buffalo website.

Bad week for:
The five-star British hotel, which came under fire for offering to 
pay its Santa Claus twice as much as Mrs Claus. The Celtic Manor 
resort, in Newport, advertised an hourly rate of $18 for the role of 
Santa at its “Christmas Kingdom” – but just $10 for his wife. The 
hotel defended itself, saying that Santa had more to do and the role 
required “a very particular set of skills”.

Angry runners in Bangkok, after they accidentally ran the  
world’s longest half-marathon following a technical error by  
the organisers. Instead of a 13-mile run through the Thai capital, 
the Standard Chartered Bangkok half-marathoners ran 17 miles 
due to a wrong U-turn. The organisers have since apologised for 
the mistake.  
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Beirut, Lebanon
ISIL hits Lebanon: The Lebanese capital 
Beirut suffered its first major terrorist 
atrocity in more than a year last Thursday, 
when at least 43 people were killed, and 
240 injured, in a twin suicide bombing 
claimed by ISIL. It was the first time that 
the Sunni militants had claimed 
responsibility for an attack on Lebanon, 
which is struggling to cope with an influx 
of about 1.1 million refugees from Syria’s 
civil war (equivalent to a quarter of 
Lebanon’s population). The bombs 
detonated minutes apart in Burj 
al-Barajneh, a mostly Shia district 
dominated by the Shia militant group 
Hezbollah, which is fighting alongside 
Bashar al-Assad in Syria, and against ISIL.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
US sells smart bombs to Saudi Arabia: 
The US State Department has confirmed 
the sale of “1.29bn in smart bombs and 
other weapons to Saudi Arabia”, said The 
National. According to the paper, the 
Kingdom will use the bombs in its war 
against Houthi militants in Yemen and  
air strikes against ISIL in Syria. The sale, 
said The National, “reflects President 
Barack Obama’s pledge to bolster US 
military support for Saudi Arabia and its 
Gulf Cooperation Council allies. The sale 
includes 22,000 smart and general purpose 
bombs. Within that number, there are 
1,000 GBU-10 Paveway II Laser Guided 
Bombs, and over 5,000 Joint Direct  
Attack Munitions kits – which turn older 
bombs into precision-guided weapons 
using GPS signals.

Tehran, Iran
Hijab crackdown: 
Women drivers in 
Iran have been 
warned that they 
will be fined, 
and their cars 
impounded, if they 
fail to observe 
strict rules on the 
wearing of the 
hijab. A police 
spokesman said 
“trusted invisible 

agents” would be reporting violations; 
10,000 women received warnings last 
week. The action was hailed by religious 
authorities as a welcome contribution to 
“fighting prostitution on our streets”, but 
it appeared to contradict the more liberal 
attitudes of President Rouhani, who 
recently suggested that the law requiring 
hijab-wearing might soon be eased.

Dubai, UAE
Jack Gyllenhaal 
to attend DIFF: 
The Hollywood 
actor Jack 
Gyllenhaal is 
due to attend 
this year’s Dubai 
International 
Film Festival 
(DIFF), held in 
the emirate in 
early December. 

According to 7Days, Gyllenhaal will 
receive Variety’s ‘International Star  
of the Year’ award at the festival. 
Abdulhamid Juma, Chairman of 
DIFF, said, “Jake Gyllenhaal is a  
huge talent and undeniably one of  
the most accomplished actors of his 
generation. His screen presence has 
captivated audiences since his earliest 
roles and he is one of the most 
versatile actors working today.”

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Terrorists planned to bomb mall: A 
group of men who “wanted to create 
an ‘Islamic caliphate’ in the UAE 
planned assassinations and bombing 

at malls and hotels”, reported The 
National. The case was heard at the 
Federal Supreme Court in Abu 

Dhabi last Monday. Forty-one 
men are on trial, charged with 
belonging to Shabab Al 
Manara – an illegal group that 
aims to create a caliphate in 

the UAE. When the Arab Spring 
happened in 2011, however, “the 

group changed tact from trying to 
establish a caliphate and started to plan 
bomb attacks on malls, hotels and 
other public areas. The case is 
adjourned until 8 December.

Sinjar, Iraq
Mass grave found in liberated town:  
A mass grave believed to contain the 
remains of more than 70 members  
of Iraq’s Yazidi community was 
discovered east of Sinjar on Saturday, 
after Kurdish forces retook the town 
and surrounding area from ISIL 
fighters. ISIL captured Sinjar in August 
2014, systematically killing, capturing 
and enslaving thousands of its Yazidi 
inhabitants, in what the UN says may 
constitute attempted genocide. The 
mass grave is said to contain the bodies 
of older women from the village of 
Kocho; the younger women were 
abducted into sexual slavery. Kurdish 
fighters retook Sinjar last Friday 
following a two-day offensive backed 
by US air strikes. The operation also 

cut a key supply line from Mosul in 
Iraq to Raqqa in Syria, the two  

key cities held by the  
Sunni militants.

Manama, Bahrain
Bombing suspects get life in jail: Twelve 
people have been sentenced to life in prison, 
and their citizenship revoked, for the role 
they played in a series of bombings on the 
outskirts of the country’s capital between 
2013 and 2014. The attacks happened close 
to Daih village, in the western suburbs of 
Manama. According to Gulf News, the 
country’s High Criminal Court tried the 
suspects “on charges of attempted murder, 
acquiring and using high-grade explosives 
against policemen and civilians, arson, 
illegal assembly and rioting”.
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Oslo, Norway
Warning on “honeytraps”: Russian spies 
have been using women and illicit substances 
to blackmail “naïve” Norwegian businessmen 
and politicians into handing over sensitive 
information, a senior intelligence official has 
warned. Arne Christian Haugstoyl, head of 
counter-intelligence at Norway’s Police 
Security Service, told state broad caster NRK 
that agents from the Russian intelligence 
service were reverting to Cold War-era 
“honeytraps” to ensnare visiting 
Norwegians. He added that Norwegians 
were vulnerable because of their trusting 
natures. In common with other Nordic and 
Baltic governments, Oslo has had a tense 
relationship with Moscow since the latter 
annexed Crimea and began backing armed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. Last month 
Oslo revealed that it was boosting defence 
spending by 9.8%, to $6bn, next year in 
response to Russia’s military build-up and to 
signs of military activity on the Arctic border 
it shares with Russia.  

Moscow, Russia
Rich daughter: 
President Putin’s 
younger daughter has 
a $1.98bn fortune, 
according to Reuters. 
Yekaterina Tikhonova 
(pictured), 29 – whose 
identity had always 
been shielded from  
the press – works at 
Moscow State 
University and is 
married to Kirill 

Shamalov, the son of one of Putin’s 
longtime friends. The couple’s wealth 
mainly derives from a stake in an energy 
firm that Shamalov acquired from another 
of Putin’s wealthy friends. 

Berlin, Germany
Threat to Merkel: 
Chancellor 
Merkel’s “open 
door” policy on 
migrants – long 
the cause of 
tension in her 
party – has now 
earned a barely 
veiled public 
rebuke from her 
powerful finance 

minister, Wolfgang Schäuble (pictured). 
Germany is facing an “avalanche” of 
refugees, he warned last week. “You can 
trigger avalanches when a rather careless 
skier goes onto the slope… and moves a 
bit of snow.” Merkel’s interior minister, 
Thomas de Maizière, is another high-
profile malcontent: he has twice tried to 
impose stricter controls on Syrian asylum 
seekers without even informing Merkel. 

Eckwersheim, France
First fatal TGV crash: At least 11 people 
were killed last week when a high-speed 
train came off the rails during a test run 
last Saturday. It was the first fatal accident 
on France’s TGV network since its opening 
in 1981. The super-fast trains have derailed 
on about a dozen previous occasions, after 
hitting objects on the lines, but in these 
cases the trains remained upright and 
injuries were relatively light. However in 
Saturday’s accident – in Eckwersheim, 
Alsace – the train rolled over as it rounded 
a bend, reportedly at 217mph, broke in 
two and ended up partially submerged in 
a canal. The 11 people who died were 
technicians and other staff charged with 
testing the new TGV service, which is due 
to run between Paris and Strasbourg. In 
addition to the causes of the accident, the 
state-owned rail company, SNCF, is 
investigating why four children were  
on the train. 

Rome, Italy
Olive oil scandal: Seven of Italy’s best-
known olive oil companies are being 
investigated for allegedly passing off 
lower-quality virgin olive oil as “extra 
virgin”. Extra virgin olive oil, which is 
typically green-gold in colour and has a 
maximum acidity of 0.8%, is made by 
pressing the olives soon after they are 
picked, in a process which uses no 
chemicals, heat or industrial refining. 
“Virgin” olive oil tends to be more acidic 
in taste and is cheaper, while ordinary 
olive oil (even cheaper) will normally 
have been refined and treated with 
chemicals and have a slightly blander 
flavour. The producers accused of passing 
off the oil include big names such as 
Bertolli, Santa Sabina and Antica Badia. 
According to the Italian press, analyses of 
samples from the brands found they did 
not meet EU labelling rules; the 
companies deny the allegations.   

Moscow, Russia
Plane “was bombed”: The downing of the 
Russian Metrojet flight 9628 over Sinai on 
31 October was “unequivocally a terrorist 
act”, the Kremlin confirmed this week. At 
a meeting broadcast on state televisison, 
the head of Russia’s FSB security service 
explained that the aircraft – carrying 224 
people, most of them holidaymakers – had 
been destroyed by an “improvised device” 
containing around 1kg of explosives. The 
FSB has offered a $50m reward for 
information leading to the arrests of those 
responsible. “We will find them in any 
corner of the planet and punish them,” 
said President Putin. This week, at the G20 
summit in Turkey, Putin agreed to give air 
support to Syrian rebels battling ISIL 
militants in northern Syria, in one of the 
first signs that Moscow and Western 
governments will set aside their differences 
about the future of President Assad, and 
work together to defeat ISIL. 

Stockholm, Sweden
Sweden’s border controls: Sweden has 
become the latest signatory to the Schengen 
Agreement to reimpose border controls in 
an attempt to check the flow of migrants. 
The controls were imposed late last week, 
before the terror attacks on Paris, on the 
routes most commonly used by migrants 
and asylum seekers: the trains crossing the 
bridge over the Øresund strait from 
Denmark; and at terminals for ferries 
arriving in southern Sweden from 
Denmark and Germany. The prime 
minister, Stefan Löfven, said Sweden was 
not erecting “a fence”, but that “we have 
to make sure we know who is coming into 
Sweden”. He also called on the UK to do 
more to help. His country has absorbed 
more refugees per capita than any other 
country in Europe, with 112,000 people 
applying for asylum so far this year (and 
up to 190,000 expected by the end  
of the year) in a country of just  
10 million people.
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New York, New York
“Exploited” TV workers sue: The makers of Girls – Lena 
Dunham’s hit comedy drama about the daily trials and 
tribulations endured by a group of young Manhattanites (and the 
bosses who routinely exploit them) – are being sued by a group 
of former production assistants on the show who claim they were 
forced to work 12-hour shifts without “bathroom breaks” and 
were cheated out of overtime pay. The disgruntled workers, whose 
job it was to find and hold parking spaces for production vehicles, 
say they were not allowed to leave their vehicles for even a 
minute, and so were forced to urinate into bottles. They are suing 
HBO TV and an allied production company owned by director 
Judd Apatow. Staff at other TV shows, including Nurse Jackie, 
Elementary and Vinyl, a forthcoming HBO series about the 1970s 
rock scene, are filing similar suits.  

New York, New York
“Goodfellas” acquittal: An alleged 
mobster accused of organising the 
notorious Lufthansa heist at New 
York’s JFK airport in 1978 was  
last week acquitted on charges of 
robbery, racketeering and murder.  
In a crime that later formed part  
of the plot of the film Goodfellas, 
mobsters stole cash and jewellery 
worth $6m from a cargo building. 

Vincent Asaro, 80, was also charged with strangling a suspected 
informant in 1969 with a dog chain. Prosecutors had spent years 
building a case against Asaro (pictured) and were visibly startled 
when the jury in Brooklyn returned its not-guilty verdicts. 

Fort Dodge, Iowa
Trump goes for Carson: Donald Trump made an 
astonishing attack on rival Republican candidate 
Ben Carson last week, likening him to a “child 
molester”. In a 95-minute rant at a rally in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, Trump dwelt on Carson’s auto-
biography, in which the neurosurgeon recounted suffering from 
a“pathological” temper in his youth. “Now if you’re pathological, 
there’s no cure for that,” said Trump. “If you’re a child molester, 
a sick puppy, you’re a child molester, there’s no cure for that… 
Well, there’s two, there’s death and the other thing.” In response, 
Carson quoted proverbs, saying that “humility and fear of the 
Lord” were a big part of his own character but he “did not get 
the impression” that they had much to do with Trump’s (see 
Controversy, page 6). 

Brasília, Brazil 
Haitians can stay: The Brazilian government says it will grant 
permanent residency to the more than 43,000 Haitians who came 
to Brazil illegally after an earthquake devastated their country in 
2010. “This act establishes a period of up to a year for them to 
request foreign resident identification documents,” said Labour 
Minister Miguel Rossetto. “Those who are formally accepted by 
Brazil will be granted stability and security.” The quake killed 
some 300,000 people and left 1.5m people homeless. Many 
displaced Haitians embarked for Brazil.

Los Angeles, California
Actor reveals HIV: The actor 
Charlie Sheen went on TV this week to 
reveal that he was diagnosed as HIV 
positive four years ago. The disclosure, 
in an interview on NBC’s Today show, 
followed weeks of media rumours that 
a famously hard-living and womanising 
Holly wood star had contracted the 
virus. Outing himself, Sheen (pictured) 
explained that his diagnosis had “led to 
a descent into substance abuse and 

fathomless drinking”; he had, he said, told his partners about his 
illness, only to find “the truth became treason” – leading to 
“blackmail and extortion” that had cost him millions of dollars. 
“I release myself from this prison today,” said Sheen.  

Minas Gerais, Brazil
No drinking water: Some 250,000 people lack drinking water in 
southeastern Brazil two weeks after dams collapsed at an iron mine, 
sending 16 billion gallons of mineral-laden sludge through 
downstream towns. More than nine people died, 19 were missing, 
and some 500 lost their homes, which were washed away by the 
flood. Samarco Mineração SA, owner of the mine, says the waste-
water isn’t toxic, but biologists disagree, pointing to piles of dead fish, 
birds and turtles floating in the red water. “It’s already clear wildlife is 
being killed by this mud,” said Klemens Laschesfki, professor of 
geosciences at the Federal University of Minas Gerais. 

Washington, DC
States reject Syrians: The governors of 27 US states – 26 of them 
Republican – have declared they will not allow Syrian refugees to 
settle in their states, in response to the ISIL massacres in Paris and 
to reports that at least one of the killers entered Europe on a 
Syrian passport. The US has accepted 1,500 Syrians so far, and 
is due to take a further 10,000 early next year. Admitting 
refugees is a matter for the federal government, but individual 
states can make the process difficult. President Obama urged 
Americans to be compassionate towards fleeing Syrians. “It is 
very important that we do not close our hearts and start equating 
the issue of refugees with the issues of terrorism,” he said. 
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Sousse, Tunisia
Terror plot 
“foiled”: Police 
in Tunisia 
claimed this 
week to have 
thwarted a major 
terrorist attack in 
the beach resort 
of Sousse 
(pictured) 

– where 38 people, most of them tourists, 
were shot dead in June. Officials said that 
17 Islamist extremists had been arrested 
on suspicion of planning to attack hotels, 
security centres and politicians, to “bring 
chaos to the country”. Some of them had 
allegedly trained in Libya and Syria. It’s 
not clear where the arrests were made, but 
according to media reports, AK-47s and 
explosives were found at the scene. 

Abuja, Nigeria
Military swindle: Nigeria’s former national 
security adviser has been arrested for 
allegedly stealing nearly $2 billion intended 
for weapons to fight the radical Islamist 
extremist group Boko Haram. Sambo 
Dasuki, adviser to former President 
Goodluck Jonathan, is accused of ginning 
up fake contracts to buy helicopters and 
other weaponry that was never supplied. 
President Mohammudu Buhari, who took 
office on a pledge to stamp out corruption 
and revamp the military, fired him in July. 
It’s been a mystery why Nigeria’s military, 
with a budget of some $6 billion, was so 
under-equipped in the fight against Boko 
Haram. Soldiers told the Associated Press 
last year they were underfed and given just 
30 bullets each, and many ran off when 
ordered to fight the extremists.

Bujumbura,  
Burundi
Genocide fears: 
Belgium has 
advised its 
citizens in 
Burundi – its 
former colony – to 
leave the country, 
and the EU has 
evacuated some 
non-essential staff, as fears grow that the 
East African nation is on the verge of a 
Rwandan-style bloodbath. The crisis in 
Burundi, which has a similar ethnic mix 
to neighbouring Rwanda (85% Hutu, 
15% Tutsi), began in April, when 
President Pierre Nkurunziza – a former 
Hutu rebel leader – said he planned to run 
for a third term, prompting waves of 
protests. Since then at least 240 people 
have been killed, and government officials 
have been saying that the police will soon 
go “to work”– as Hutu leaders did in the 
run-up to the Rwandan genocide. The UN 
has condemned “extrajudicial killings”: it 
also warned of a “possible genocide”. 

Naypyidaw, Burma 
Smooth handover: Burma’s 
president, whose military-
backed party was defeated 
in last week’s election, has 
sought to allay fears that 
the army and its political 
proxies will seek to cling 
to power. Thein Sein, 
a former general, took 
credit for the country’s 
transition to democracy, 
and promised a smooth 
handover of power to 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
National League for 
Democracy, which won 
80% of contested seats. 
Talks on the formation  

of a new government 
were due to begin 

this week 
(see Talking 

points, 
page 24). 

Shinyanga, Tanzania
Miners survive on bugs: Five gold miners 
were rescued in Tanzania this week after 
surviving 41 days trapped 300 feet 
underground in an abandoned mine; the 
body of a sixth miner was also recovered. 
The miners, who were trapped when a 
shaft collapsed, survived by eating roots, 
cockroaches, and the occasional frog,  
and drinking drops of the muddy 
groundwater that seeped into their  
cave. Villagers tried to rescue them for  
a few days and then gave up, presuming 
them dead, but last week nearby  
miners heard their faint shouts. Many 
Tanzanians mine for gold on a freelance 
basis in unregulated, unsafe mines, and 
accidents are common.

Chennai, 
India
Deadly 
floods:  
Heavy rain 
battered 
parts of 
southern India 
this week, 
leading to 

flooding in which 189 people died. Worst 
hit was the city of Chennai (formerly 
Madras) on the Bay of Bengal, where entire 
neighbourhoods were left under water, and 
some 50,000 people had to be evacuated by 
boat. According to the chief minister of 
Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, the “rain that 
was meant to be spread out over the 
monsoon months has poured in just a few 
days”. Other coastal areas of Tamil Nadu 
were also affected, as were parts of 
northern Sri Lanka. 

Manila, Philippines
Obama checks China: President Obama 
called on China this week to stop building 
artificial islands in disputed waters of the 
South China Sea. China’s claim to the sea, 
a vital shipping lane, has alarmed the 
region. While in the Philippines for the 
annual Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit, Obama announced an additional 
$250 million in military spending over the 
next two years to boost maritime security 
for countries in Southeast Asia, including 
the Philippines, which will receive two 
ships. “We have a treaty obligation, an 
ironclad commitment to the defence of our 
ally, the Philippines,” Obama said. “You 
can count on the US”.
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The billionaire oik
Liu Yiqian, who last week spent $170m on a painting by Modigliani (the 

second-highest price ever paid for an artwork at auction), started out as a street 
pedlar. Raised in a poor area of Shanghai, he used to help his mother cut and stitch 

handbags to sell on the street. A born entrepreneur, he managed to secure better deals 
with suppliers, and by the early Eighties had saved enough money to buy a taxi licence. 

“People buying taxis were fewer then than those who buy aeroplanes today,” he told 
Calum MacLeod in The Times. He was soon earning four times in one day what 

his parents earned in a month. He started trading on China’s nascent 
stock market, building up a fortune which has since snowballed 
thanks to clever investment. Now, he is on a new mission: to create a 
world-class public art gallery in China. He caused a scandal last year 
when he bought a Ming dynasty cup for $31m, and then drank tea 
from it. Chinese art snobs have labelled him a tuhao, or nouveau 
riche oik. But he doesn’t care. “I am full of pride about my past. 
Without those experiences, my life would be incomplete.”

Larry King’s fear of death
Larry King is in good shape for 
an 82-year-old. The American 
presenter still has his own TV 
show, and is happily married to 
his seventh wife (26 years his 
junior). But the prospect of death 
terrifies him. “I think it’s the 
scariest thing there is. It’s the 
total unknown. I thought of 
having myself frozen. That’s a 
pretty good bet. At least it’s a 
percentage bet, right? If you’re 
frozen and then they discover a 
cure. But your [cryogenics] 
company might not be around, 
and it costs a lot of money. I 
don’t want to take that away 
from my wife and kids to use.” 
He dreads to think how much 
(or little) time he has left. “This 
threw me: my insurance agent is 
a good friend. He said to me: 
‘Easy, you’re going to make 90, 
easy.’ Wait, that’s only eight 
years! Are you kidding? Eight 
years is nothing!”

Swift’s total control
Taylor Swift controls her own 
destiny, says Chuck Klosterman 
in GQ. The former country 
singer has won seven Grammy 
Awards and sold tens of millions 
of albums. But there’s no one 
managing Swift’s career – she 
makes all the songwriting and 
strategic decisions herself. “I 
used to watch Behind the 
Music every day,” she says of the 
VH1 series that chronicled the 
rise and fall of famous pop 
artists. “I would see these bands 
that were doing so well, and I’d 
wonder what went wrong.” 
Swift, now 25, deduced 
that most artists failed 
because they became 
blinded by their 
success. “A lack 
of self-awareness 
was always the 
downfall. That 
was always the 

catalyst for the loss of relevance 
and the loss of ambition. So 
self-awareness has been a huge 
part of what I try to achieve.” 
When Swift released 1989, her 
first pop album, her label tried to 
convince her to throw in a few 
country elements, like some 
fiddle and steel guitar, to keep 
her original fan base. “I could 
tell they’d all gotten together and 
decided, ‘We gotta talk some 
sense into her.’ I was trying to 
make the most honest record I 
could possibly make, and they 
were kind of asking me to be a 
little disingenuous about it: ‘Let’s 
capitalise on both markets.’ No, 
let’s not. Let’s choose a lane.”

Harrelson’s hole
Woody Harrelson prefers not to 
talk about his father, says Xan 
Brooks in The Guardian – and 
no wonder. Charles Harrelson 
was a contract killer who served 
time for the murder of a grain 
dealer and the shooting of a 
federal judge. “Well, he was 
gone for much of the time, since 
he was in prison from the time  
I was seven, except for a year 
and a half, right through to his 
death. It sounds pretty sad and 
pathetic, but that’s just how life 
was. Kids don’t walk around 
saying, ‘Oh, I’ve got this terrible 
situation.’ They just get on with 
being kids.” Still, it might 
explain why Harrelson became 
an actor. “You have a person 
who has a hole in their life 
and they want it to be filled 
with attention and love. So 

you become a famous 
rock star or actor, 

and you’re 
getting all this 
love from 
people who 
don’t know 
you. And it’s 
just a total 
head trip.” 

Breaking taboos across the Middle East
Is the Middle East ready for Zainab Salbi’s new TV show? asked 
Homa Khaleei in The Guardian. The 46-year-old Iraqi-American 
has spent 20 years dedicated “to the harrowing work of helping 
women in war and conflict zones” and has now turned her hand 
to hosting a taboo-busting prime time TV chat show called Nida’a 
(“The Calling” in Arabic). The show launched in October across 
22 countries in the Middle East and North Africa on TLC 
through Dubai-based TV network OSN. Famous guests in the 
series will include Oprah Winfrey, Bill Clinton and Donna Karan, 
but “none of this scratches the surface of Salbi’s real aim of the 
programme – which is to inspire women to change their lives”. 
One of the most hard-hitting interviews in the first series is with 
two women who have been raped by ISIL. “To have women 
talking on Arabic TV in Arabic about the details of the sexual 
attacks they have endured is taboo-busting,” says Salbi. She 
believes that Nida’a is different from any TV show available because 
of its focus on human stories in the region. “In mainstream media 
you just have men talking about politics, and nothing in terms of 
women or young people’s voices.” Aside from the political stories 
Salbi covers, there are stories looking at different parts of the lives 
of Middle Eastern women: “There are stories of female Palestinian 
racing-car drivers, a niqab-wearing Saudi Arabian stand-up 
comedian, Arab rappers, actors and regional fashion designers.”
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How big is web advertising?
It’s what makes the internet go round. 
In 2014, the world’s advertisers spent 
$135bn trying to get our attention 
online – teasing our eyes with slick 
videos, pursuing us day after day with 
ads for shoes that we happened to look 
up once on Amazon. The UK is a 
pioneer, with digital advertising on 
course to outstrip all other forms of 
traditional formats, such as print or 
TV, in the next few years. There are 
exceptions, but ads pay for a huge 
amount of what we see on the net each 
day. “Google might look for all the 
world like a search engine, Facebook a 
social network, Twitter a place for sharing opinions,” says Ed 
Conway in The Times. “In reality, each of them is an enormous 
twinkling billboard.” Ads supply at least 90% of revenues for all 
three of those companies. But that might be about to change.

And what is the reason for that?
Because people have got fed up with the ads and are downloading 
“ad blockers” – apps and bits of software that will scrub most of 
the pop-ups, banners and intrusive messages that appear on inter-
net pages. Previously ad blockers were the preserve of digitally 
savvy browsers (young men, mostly), but the number of people 
using them is shooting up – by 48% in the US last year – and now 
some 200 million people world wide are thought to be using 
them. The popularity of ad blocking gained a further boost in 
June when Apple announced that its latest mobile-phone 
operating system, iOS 9, would host ad-blocking technology. 
Within hours, sales of programmes with names such as Peace, 
Purify and Crystal went to the top of the Apple app store charts.

But how much does any of this matter?
A lot. On the plus side, it makes for a quieter, quicker and more 
enjoyable experience when surfing the internet. Data released by 
Crystal shows that web pages load, on average, almost four times 
faster using its technology, while consuming half as much bandwidth 
– a precious commodity given that adults now spend two-and-a-half 
hours a week online on their phones. Ad blockers also give 
consumers peace of mind about their privacy, and reassur ance that 
they’re not being tracked across the 
internet (see box). But on the minus 
side there’s a huge problem: ad 
blocking threatens to undermine the 
entire business model on which 
most websites have been 
constructed. What the Harvard 
internet expert Doc Searls has 
dubbed “the biggest boycott in 
human history” is expected to cost 
content publishers $22bn in lost 
revenues this year alone.

Who is in the firing line?
Gaming and tech websites, for a 
start. Most people using them are 
young and tech-savvy, and 60% 
now use ad blockers. But it is 
online publishers – of magazines, 
newspapers and blogs – who are 
most vulnerable. Their readers 
may be less tech-savvy (so far, 
only 20% use ad blockers), but 
the new trend poses a major risk 
to their revenues – of which 

75%, on average, comes from 
blockable digital advertising. 

So how can they fight back?
To a limited extent, by using the 
“anti-ad-blocking” products being 
developed by many different 
companies. For example, Sourcepoint, 
founded by former Google manager 
Ben Barokas, has developed software 
that “punches through” the ad 
blocker to serve the originally 
intended ad. Yavli, the company,  
has developed software that allows 
publishers to target the ad blocker 
readership with “sponsored content” 

in place of ads – content that ad-blocking software can’t detect. 
Then there is software that forces users to turn off their ad 
blocker if they want to view content. Last month the financial 
journalism website City AM, became one of the first websites to 
use such software. “Advertising pays for the journalism we do, 
and if that model is threatened then so is our ability to  
keep doing journalism,” says Martin Ashplant, the paper’s 
digital director. 

And how are the internet giants reacting to ad blocking?
With glee, in the case of Apple. The reason the world’s most 
valuable company should have publicly embraced ad blocking this 
summer is obvious, say tech analysts: it knows the damage it will 
do to its rivals. Apple makes almost all its money from the sale of 
phones, tablets computers and apps, whereas most of Google and 
Facebook’s money comes from advertising (90% and 96%, 
respectively). Facebook, however, is largely protected from ad 
blocking since its ads are structured within its own digital 
ecosystem or “walled garden”. But Google ads, even the discreet 
ones that appear at the top of each Google search page, are easy 
to block. Indeed, Google recently scored an own goal by allowing 
Adblock Plus, one of the largest ad-blocking companies, to build 
an extension on Chrome, Google’s popular browser. 

What does all this mean for the future of the web?
“There’s an imminent threat,” says Sean Blanchfield of PageFair, a 
company which monitors the rise of ad blocking, “that the business 

model that has supported the open 
web for two decades is going to 
collapse”. That, in turn, could result 
in more big companies following 
Facebook and creating their own 
“walled gardens” of restricted 
content. Or it could mean online 
publishers making up for lost ad 
revenue with a system of 
micropayments – charging a tiny 
amount for each page visited. But 
the immediate impact of the ad-
blocking revolution is likely to  
be that online ads will become 
cleaner, calmer, more orderly and 
less annoying. Google, Microsoft, 
Amazon, Taboola and other 
internet giants are now (contro-
versially) paying Adblock Plus to 
have their sites “whitelisted” – that 
is, to be recognised by Adblock as 
ones that carry discreet, well-
designed ads that are acceptable  
to users, and that therefore can 
continue to be shown. 

“The biggest boycott in human history”
The rapidly growing tendency for people to block ads on the internet is undermining the economic foundation of the World Wide Web

Hunting us down the “path to purchase”
In 2011 the chairman of Google, Eric Schmidt, promised that 
soon our mobile phones would “do things we haven’t begun 

to think of”, such as offering us products to buy which we 
hadn’t even known we wanted. This is the science of online 

advertising, and since the 1990s – with the invention of 
simple “cookies” that track us from page to page – the goal 

has been to learn as much as possible about internet users in 
order to present them with just the right ad, at just the right 

time, on the “path to purchase”. 
There’s a galaxy of ways companies do this. There’s  

“real-time bidding”, in which Facebook auctions access – 
minute-by-minute – to specific demographic groups (BlueKai, 
a US data aggregator, has sorted web users into more than 

30,000 market segments). There’s “retargeting” (in which ads 
seem to chase us around the net); “remarketing” (where 
sites we’ve once visited pay for the ads to remind us to 

return); and “probab ilistic matching”, which uses our location 
data, wi-fi usage and operating systems to work out which 

set of devices belong to us, so companies can chase us from 
our phones to our computers and – soon – to our  TVs. Our 

data may be anonymised, as companies such as Google like 
to insist, but that doesn’t stop the net becoming an 

increasingly individualised environment, filled with products 
tailored to match our own desires.
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The US is behind all wars in the Middle 
East as it encourages parties who prefer 
to fight and opposes those who call for 
peace, says Oman’s daily Al Watan. 
While countries such as Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Sudan and Somalia have been 
rocked by conflicts, other countries in 
the region face tensions and could 
plunge into wars, the Arabic language 
daily said in a front-page editorial. 
“Every time we see a war in the region, 
we find US hands in it as it supports 
those who prefer wars and opposes anyone who advocates peace and negotiations. At the same 
time, the US still supports Israel against the Palestinians.” The paper argues that the US deals 
with regional countries based on its personal interests and that it has no “real friend or enemy”. 
“We wonder when the Americans are going to understand our need for peace. What the 
American administrations have done in the Middle East does not represent the interests of the 
American people. Their actions serve warmongers, weapon dealers and those who are full of 
hatred inside and outside the United States. This US behaviour or policy does not serve peace 
but only promotes war and destruction. Under these circumstances nobody is safe.”

Saudi Arabia:  
US is behind all  
wars in the region
Al Watan 

Oman
 

France: Need  
for global  
war on terror
Ghassan Charbel 

Al-Hayat
 

The United Nations must immediately 
launch a global war on terrorism before 
it is too late, after the carnage in France 
proved that the ISIL terrorist movement 
is more dangerous than Al-Qaeda, says 
a prominent Arab columnist. Ghassan 
Charbel, editor-in-chief of the Saudi 
mass circulation daily Al-Hayat, says 
the world committed a grave mistake 
when it allowed the ISIL “machine  
of black death” to spread its terror 
tentacles through the Middle East and 
seize large areas of Iraq and Syria. In the 
article he blames US President Barrack Obama, Russian President Vladimir Putin and many 
other world leaders for the disastrous acts perpetrated by ISIL. They are at fault for allowing it 
to expand, get stronger and gain control of oil fields that generate massive funds which, in turn, 
allow it to attract thousands of fighters and suicide bombers. “It is time for the world to wake 
up before it is too late. The United Nations must act now to rescue the world’s security and 
stability, and the UN Security Council must issue a resolution launching a global war on 
terrorism,” the writer argues. “This war requires many aircraft and ships, as well as financial 
and media support. The Arab and Islamic worlds must contribute to this war to save 
themselves. The war must prevent terrorists from hiding and launching attacks.” 

The Arab-Latin American summit held in Saudi Arabia from 10-11 November underscored the 
success of Riyadh’s policies in isolating Iran due to its hostile attitude towards Arab countries, 
says Saudi columnist Khalid Al Suleiman. He argues that Saudi Arabia is playing a major role  
in countering Iranian “expansion” in the Arab region, noting that the Kingdom’s military 
intervention in Yemen was a “clear message” to Tehran that it must stop its aggressive plans.  
In an article published in the Saudi daily Okaz he argues that the Arab-Latin American summit 
reflected the strong relationship between the two sides and underscored the “economic, political 
and demographic” importance of the Arab world. “The summit also underscored the position 
of Saudi Arabia as a regional power that must be respected. Through this summit, Saudi Arabia 
succeeded in making some political gains that will further bolster its position regionally and 
globally and in asserting its leading role in the region,” the writer says. “Another major 
achievement is that the summit underscored Iran’s isolation at the regional level” due to 
its belligerent and hostile attitude to its Arab neighbours. This summit has shown that 
Saudi Arabia has become “the compass that will control events in our region”.

Oil-rich Gulf Arab countries should expand public participation in decision-making to increase 
democracy while avoiding the political upheaval jolting other Arab nations, says a Kuwaiti 
columnist. Faisal Al Hajri believes that the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, 
which control over 40% of the world’s oil, have not been affected by the so-called Arab 
Spring due to their massive wealth, weak opposition, the strong relationship between the 
GCC and the West, and the fact that Western states have no interest in supporting any 
political changes in these countries due to their friendly governments. In an article published 
in the Kuwaiti daily Alanba, he further argues that the Western allies want the GCC to 
“always need them” by frightening them with Iran and other threats. This means the 
West benefits from the GCC as one of the world’s largest weapons importers. “For these 
reasons, the GCC countries have remained immune to unrest in the Middle East. But if 
they want this political stability to continue, they must move closer together and take 
measures to ensure bigger public participation in all political, economic and security issues. 
There is a pressing need to expand the democratic process in the GCC.”

Saudi Arabia: 
Summit shows 
Iran’s isolation
Khalid Al Suleiman 

Okaz

Gulf: Need  
for more  
democracy
Faisal Al Hajri 

Alanba
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Are voters 
so keen on 
social change?
Molly Ball 

The Atlantic

Are liberals losing the culture war? It’s beginning to look that way, says Molly Ball. In recent years, 
Democrats have become increasingly assertive on social issues, in the belief that most people support 
their progressive stance on matters such as abortion and gay marriage. They’ve even sought to use 
such issues as “electoral wedges” against the Republicans – a strategy that has worked well for them 
in several races. “The Republican Party from 1968 to 2008 lived by the wedge, and now they are 
politically dying by the wedge,” a Democrat aide confidently proclaimed last year. But the trend in 
recent elections suggests the Left may have “misread the electorate’s enthusiasm for social change”. 
Consider the results of polls earlier this month. In Ohio, an initiative to legalise an illicit substance 
was rejected by an almost two-to-one margin. In Kentucky, a gubernatorial candidate who 
emphasised his strict marriage views swept to victory. And in Houston, “a strongly Democratic city”, 
voters overwhelmingly rejected an equal rights law that opponents said would lead to “men in women’s 
bathrooms”. Liberals love to mock the “fractiousness” of the Republican Party, but those divisions do at 
least reflect a diversity of views. The danger for the Democrats, by contrast, is that they “are in lockstep 
around an agenda they too often fail to question”.

America’s presidential debates have got out of hand, says Matthew Jordan. When these televised 
clashes began in the 1960s, they were sober, advert-free affairs. Today, however, having been 
subjected to a blizzard of marketing hype and a relentless focus on personalities, they’re akin to 
prime-time wrestling extravaganzas. This year’s series of Republican debates, for example, have been 
a money-spinner for TV networks. They’ve regularly attracted audiences of 20 million, whereas peak 
viewership in the 2012 GOP debates was 7.6 million. This has not only generated a fortune for TV 
networks – CNBC has made a bundle by selling its commercial spots for $250,000 apiece – it has 
also changed the power dynamic. The candidates, knowing how lucrative the debates are for the 
networks, are demanding a piece of the action. As Senator Rand Paul put it: “We have a product 
20 million people want to watch... I think the networks ought to pay the Republican Party to air it.” 
Live debates started out as platforms for politicians to discuss policy issues. Now they’re all about 
generating entertainment and advertising revenue. “No matter how hard the media tries to comb 
over this bald reality… democracy in America has been hijacked by the entertainment industry.” 

TV debates are 
getting lost in 
razzmatazz
Matthew Jordan

The Washington Post

Every week seems to bring “a new 
horror story of political correctness 
run amok” on US college campuses, 
said Jonah Goldberg in National 
Review. The latest outbreak of 
insanity happened at Yale, where a 
lecturer, Erika Christakis, had taken 
polite exception to an advisory note 
– sent out to all students – warning 
them not to wear culturally 
insensitive Halloween costumes. 
“Is there no room any more, for 
a young person to be a little bit 
inappropriate or provocative or, 
yes, offensive,” Christakis had 
mused in an email to students. “If 
you don’t like a costume someone is 
wearing, look away, or tell them 
you are offended. Free speech and 
the ability to tolerate offence are the hallmarks of a free and 
open society.” The email was measured and respectful, yet 
Yale students went “ballistic”. Accusing her of outrageous 
insensitivity, they have demanded that both Christakis and her 
husband – who defended her remarks – be sacked from their 
positions as “masters” of one of Yale’s residential colleges.

The media love pillorying students for their politically correct 
tantrums, said Meghan Daum in the Los Angeles Times, but let 
us not dismiss these protests out of hand. The Wall Street 
Journal may talk of “Yale’s little Robespierres”, and mock the 
idea that anyone at this Ivy League university could consider 
themselves “marginalised”, but the fact is that Yale is no longer 
a bastion of “blue-blood privilege”. More than half of its 
undergraduates receive need-based financial aid; 9% identify as 
black or African American; 14% of the class of 2019 are the 
first in their families to go to college. And many of Yale’s 
students of colour still don’t feel fully accepted at the university, 
agreed Nora Caplan-Bricker on Slate.com. Instances of outright 
racism still happen far too often: only the other day, a Yale 
fraternity house reportedly refused to let some black female 

undergraduates into a party, saying 
it was for “white girls only”. Yale 
bills itself as a home to its students 
as well as an intellectual space. 
Students rightly question whether 
it “can succeed at being one when 
they believe it is failing at the 
other”. No doubt “Yale can be an 
uncomfortable place for minority 
students,” said Ruth Marcus in The 
Washington Post. But what about 
a sense of proportion? Christakis’ 
email was clearly well-intentioned. 
She wasn’t seeking to sweep 
discrimination under the carpet; on 
the contrary, she was attempting to 
launch a discussion, which is “what 
going to college is, or should be,  
all about”. Yet for this she was 

hounded and her husband was subjected to foul-mouthed abuse 
from a crowd of students. “Walk away, he doesn’t deserve to be 
listened to,” said one. “Who the hell hired you?” screamed 
another. “You shouldn’t sleep at night, you’re disgusting.”

This “strain of intolerance” isn’t particular to Yale, said The 
Washington Post. Just recently a journalist trying to cover an 
anti-racism rally on the University of Missouri campus was 
roughed up by students accusing him of violating their space. In 
vain did he protest that he had as much of a First Amendment 
right to be there as the rest of the crowd. “Who wants to help 
me get this reporter out of here?” cried an onlooker. “I need 
some muscle over here.” How depressing, said Glenn Harlan 
Reynolds in USA Today. Students today seem unable to cope 
with opposing arguments: they see them as a threat and resort to 
“screaming fits”. It’s the behaviour of “spoiled children”. When 
the US lowered the voting age from 21 to 18 in 1971, I was all 
for it; now I’m having second thoughts. To vote, you need to be 
able to participate in mature political debate. “The evidence 
suggests that, whatever one might say about the 18-year-olds  
of 1971, the 18-year-olds of today are not up to that task.”

Offensive?

What the Yale row can teach us about free speech
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Booksellers have no business telling 
people what they can’t read, says Jan 
Fleischhauer. But that’s just what’s 
happened in Germany, where the three  
big wholesalers have dumped all 18 titles 
published by German-Turkish novelist, 
Akif Pirinçci (pictured), because of 
comments he made at an immigration 
rally last month. Tearing into the 
government’s policy of welcoming 
refugees, Pirinçci suggested that  
ministers secretly wished there were  
still concentration camps to lock up 
troublesome critics like himself. “Outrageous”, certainly. But does that justify suppressing his fiction? 
(His publisher Random House has also dropped him and his titles have been suspended on Amazon’s 
German website). Pirinçci’s bestselling novels are mainly inoffensive crime capers in which the main 
characters are cats. Are they more likely to “infect” sick minds than Hitler’s Mein Kampf, which 
Amazon sells on its US website? Will Germany’s book industry put the sermons of Catholic bishop 
Franz-Josef Overbeck on an index because he recently drew a parallel between concentration camps 
and the proposed transit camps for refugees? Hate speech should be dealt with in the courts, not by 
this sort of “vigilante” censorship.

The British couldn’t care less that the 
government is watching our every move, 
said Jonathan Freedland. The Germans, 
who have some experience with state 
authoritarianism, were appalled by the 
revelations about NSA surveillance and 
European governments’ complicity in it. 
They responded en masse by covering 
their laptop cameras with duct tape so 
the NSA won’t stare at them as they 
Skype. Britons, though, simply shrugged. 
We tend to see our intelligence services 
as fundamentally the good guys, 
personified by James Bond. In all the 007 movies, the state, acting through M, sends Bond out  
to protect British values. Contrast that with the typical American spy thriller, such as Mission 
Impossible or the Jason Bourne movies, “where the hero has to go rogue to do good, breaking 
from the wicked plotters back in HQ”. Perhaps this inherent trust is a legacy of World War II. 
British intelligence “still bears the halo of its finest hour, delivered by the code-breaking geniuses 
of Bletchley Park, the legend of Alan Turing, and those who cracked Enigma”. Or go back 
further still, to the British spies who warned of the approach of the Spanish armada. Now, nearly 
two-thirds of Brits say they trust the intelligence services “to behave responsibly”. Should that 
make us feel reassured? Or scared?

Booksellers 
shouldn’t be 
censored 
Der Spiegel 

Complacent
about being
spied on
The Guardian

GERMANY

UNITED KINGDOM

Letting the  
US pocket
French fines
Le Monde

Women – like 
men, but 
cheaper
The Herald

The US is profiting off its role as the world’s anti-corruption cop, said Paul-Albert Iweins. 
American prosecutors are using provisions of the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act to exact  
huge fines from French companies such as Alstom, BNP Paribas and Total. In many cases,  
the “connections with the United States were tenuous” at best. For the Americans to declare 
jurisdiction, it’s enough that the transaction was denominated in dollars, or that relevant emails 
passed through a US server. The result is “a menacing conversation between US prosecutors and 
the targeted company”. If you agree to rework your practices to our standards, the Americans 
say, we will accept a very big fine. If you refuse, your company’s officers “will no longer be safe  
in the US”. They could be arrested there, and in any case the US market will be closed to your 
products. The loser in this situation is the French state, which by right should be receiving any 
fines paid by French companies. Yet France can’t prosecute corruption crimes the way the US  
can, because here no plea bargain can exclude a criminal penalty. This is one area where France 
– indeed, the EU – should change the law to resemble that of the US. There are “hundreds of 
millions of dollars” at stake.

Women in Ireland “basically spend seven to eight weeks working for free each year”, says Colette 
Fitzpatrick. The gender pay gap in the country stands at 14.4%, meaning that Irish women are 
paid on average “a sixth less than men” – and it only gets worse as women are promoted.  In a 
“top paying job [females] get paid on average a quarter less than their male colleagues”,  
essentially working for free from October through to the end of December. A recent study 
suggests the imbalance starts at home. “A UK website set up to track pocket money revealed that 
boys were getting 15% more than girls for doing the same jobs.” The recent Equal Pay Day was 
aimed at bringing attention to the gender pay gap, but at the rate we are progressing it will be 
almost 80 years before women are paid the same as men. “Perhaps my three-year-old daughter 
will see it in her twilight years. But her daughter’s daughter’s daughter will be the first woman in 
our family to get paid as much for doing the same job as a man – that’s my great, great great-
granddaughter.” Rather depressingly, “there isn’t a single country in the world where a woman 
earns as much as a man for doing the same job. Women: we’re like men, only cheaper”.

FRANCE

IRELAND
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“The political climate in South Africa 
hasn’t been this tempestuous since  
the 1980s,” said Max du Preez on 
News24.com. This time however “it 
feels worse – it’s more fluid and 
unpredictable. We knew by 1990 more 
or less where we were going, now we 
don’t. We have no idea what’s next, 
which is why the prophets of doom are 
thriving”. In the “bad old days” the 
regime would simply lock down, beat  
or ban people who opposed it. Now 
however, our constitution “guarantees 
absolute freedom of speech and association, forbids detention without trial and makes hard-
handed police action much more difficult”. Currently there are “two strong opposition parties” 
and a “multitude of pressure groups” and the government does not know how to deal with them.  
The situation is being exacerbated further by the fact that “citizens have less and less respect  
for the president and his government”, which has been worsened by significant economic decline 
and unemployment. “Perhaps the answer is for all South Africans to acknowledge that the 
protesters have many legitimate grievances and tending to them would make South Africa a 
better and more just society. They are demanding things we should have done over the last 
decades – but didn’t.”

Dalits in India are no longer safe, said 
Nidheesh J. Villatt. Since the Hindu 
nationalist government of Narendra 
Modi came to power last year, it has 
“fanned a climate of intolerance” not 
only against Muslims, as had been 
feared, but also against Dalits, the  
caste once known as Untouchables.  
One Dalit student was killed by a mob 
for the offense of having a ringtone on 
his phone that praised the “legendary 
Dalit icon and father of the Indian 
constitution”, B.R.Ambedkar. In just a 
year, such brutally violent crimes against 
Dalits, including lynchings and rapes, have soared 20%. Many of these attacks go unprosecuted, 
and when accused perpetrators are brought to court, a shocking 70% are acquitted – beneficiaries 
of a justice system that favours upper-caste Hindus. Moreover, Dalits are being disenfranchised. 
Modi’s party, the BJP, has already changed laws in several states to require candidates for office to 
have a middle-school education and a functioning toilet in their home – provisions clearly aimed 
at barring Dalits from running. The sense of impunity comes from the top. Modi has written that 
Dalits voluntarily accept their lowly status as “bestowed upon them by the gods”. Expect more 
violence “unleashed by Hindutva terror”.

The political 
tempest in 
South Africa
News24.com

 

Why it’s
open season
on Dalits
Tehelka
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Subordinate
to the US
military
Asahi Shimbun

Miss World 
ugliness can’t 
be ignored 
Daily Beast 

It’s not just Okinawa – all of Japan is still under the thumb of the US military, said Toshihiro 
Yamanaka. Officials on Okinawa have been tussling with Tokyo over where to relocate US military 
bases, and many Japanese see the sovereignty issue as limited to the island. In fact, the mainland 
shares “the same humiliation in times of crisis, due to the US military presence”. The US assumes 
jurisdiction when any accident occurs anywhere near its bases, and young US Marines, just 19 or 
20 years old, end up giving orders in an “arrogant manner” to seasoned Japanese professionals. 
When a fire broke out at a US Army depot in Kanagawa Prefecture, for example, 51 fire-fighters 
from the city of Sagamihara were on the scene first, yet they were not allowed to battle the blaze 
until the US military arrived with eight fire-fighters to boss the Japanese around. If one of the 
Americans’ unreliable Osprey helicopters were to crash in the middle of Tokyo, unleashing mayhem 
and mass casualties, US troops could bar Tokyo police and fire officials from responding to the 
scene. Mainland Japan is “being treated like a dependency or a subject province” of the United 
States. How long will our leaders continue to stand for this?

For the seventh time now – to the delight of Beijing – the Miss World pageant will be held in 
China, in the southern resort town of Sanya. But this time there’s a problem: the contestant from 
Canada, Chinese-born Anastasia Lin, is a member of Falun Gong, the home-grown Buddhist-
revival movement that the communist regime “can’t quite seem to kill” – despite having locked 
up half a million of its adherents. And to the regime’s fury, Lin has emerged as a trenchant critic 
of its human-rights abuses. She has also, however, won great acclaim among ordinary Chinese, so 
the state media has piggybacked on her “Chinese girl makes good abroad” story, while doing all 
it can to limit her influence. They refer to her by a different name, have started persecuting her 
family – and now appear to have “forgotten” to send Lin an invitation, without which she can’t 
get a visa. The British organisers, mindful of China’s generous financial support of the pageant, 
claim there’s nothing they can do. But playing “innocent bystander” just won’t wash. By turning 
a blind eye, they’re making themselves complicit in China’s long-standing persecution of 
dissenters and minorities. 

JAPAN

CHINA
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What the scientists are saying…What the scientists are saying…

Humans may have been farming bees for their 
wax and honey since the Stone Age. A team at 
the University of Bristol spent 20 years analysing 
6,000 pot shards from 150 archaeological sites 
across Europe and North Africa, and found 
beeswax’s chemical “fingerprints” on shards  
that would have been in use 8,500 years ago. 
Although Ancient Egyptian murals and some 
prehistoric rock art suggest a long association 
between man and bees, there is no fossil evidence 
for the creatures, making it hard to establish 
when bee farming began, or its geographical 
reach. The oldest trace of beeswax was found in 

a cooking vessel unearthed in Anatolia, in modern day Turkey, dating to the seventh 
millennium BC, around the time settled farming emerged. And it seems that as 
farming spread, so did the use of bees: after Turkey, the beeswax starts turning up at 
sites in the Balkan Peninsula, reaching Central Europe by around 5,000BC. It reached 
England by 3,500BC, but not Scotland – possibly because it was too cold for bees to 
survive. “The most obvious reason for exploiting the honeybee would be for honey,  
as this would have been a rare sweetener for prehistoric people,” said study leader  
Dr Mélanie Roffet-Salque. However, beeswax could have been used in its own right 
for various technological, ritual, cosmetic and medicinal purposes, for example, to 
waterproof porous ceramic vessels.

Watch out for a strange 
sense of humour
Developing a twisted sense of humour,  
or a liking for slapstick, may be an early 
indicator of dementia, new research 
suggests. A team from University College 
London interviewed the families of 48 
people with either pretemporal dementia 
(PTD) or Alzheimer’s, as well as a control 
group of 21 people who had relatives of  
a similar age, about any changes they  
had noticed in their loved ones sense of 
humour. In hindsight, relatives of those 
with PTD noted that they had, about nine 
years before being diagnosed, started to 
laugh at inappropriate moments, such as in 
response to unfortunate events: one man 
had laughed when his wife scalded herself. 
Alzheimer’s patients did not tend to 
develop this warped sense of humour. 
However, like the PTD patients, they were 
more likely than people in the control 
group to have started to find slapstick 
funny. “While memory loss is often the 
first thing that springs to mind when  
we hear the word dementia, this study 
highlights the importance of looking at the 
myriad different symptoms that impact on 
daily life and relationships,” said Dr Simon 
Ridley, from Alzheimer’s Research UK, 
which helped fund the study.

The dangers of a fat belly
People who are generally slim, but who 
carry a large roll of fat around the middle, 
are significantly more likely to die early 
than people who are overweight or obese, 
but have their fat distributed more evenly, 
according to a major new study. The 
dangers of belly fat are well established; 
however, this was the first to look into its 
impact on people with a normal body 
mass index (BMI). The researchers 

analysed survey results for 15,000 adults 
aged 18 too 90, who were tracked for 
14 years. They found that men who had 
central obesity – defined as a wider waist 
than hips – but a normal BMI were twice 
as likely to die during the study period 
than those who were overweight all over. 
Among women, where central obesity was 
defined as having a waist larger than about 
90% of the circumference of the hips, the 
raised mortality rate was less pronounced, 
but still significant. The study didn’t 
examine why belly fat has this effect; 
however, one theory is that the “visceral” 
fat that accumulates around the middle 
may be more metabolically dangerous than 
the subcutaenous fat that tends to gather 
elsewhere in the body. 

Women should be offered HRT 
Doctors have been urged to consider 
prescribing hormone replacement therapy 

to women suffering during menopause, 
despite the potential cancer risks. The new 
NICE guidelines note that many GPS have 
become reluctant to prescribe the drugs, in 
the wake of a number of studies showing a 
link between them and a raised likelihood 
of developing ovarian or breast cancer; 
however, NICE stresses that for many 
women suffering from hot flashes, mood 
swings and other symptoms of menopause, 
the benefits of HRT outweigh the risks. 
“What we would like is that people who 
would benefit have the option of considering 
it, we’re not saying any more than that,” said 
Dr Imogen Shaw, who helped devise the 
guidelines. However, other experts are 
concerned that as a result of NICE’s 
report, doctors may start to underplay 
the risks – which according to many large 
studies, are not insignificant. “About a 
million women are currently using 
hormones for the menopause,” Oxford 
epidemiologist Professor Valerie Beral 
told The Guardian. “Among them about 
10,000 extra breast cancers are estimated 
to occur in the next 10 years – 40,000 
instead of 30,000.” Also about 1,000 
extra ovarian cancers are estimated to 
occur, 6,000 instead of 5,000.

Tea’s health giving properties
In the Netherlands, tea is considered such  
a good thing, it’s served in some primary 
schools; and now official guidelines are, 
for the first time, urging adults to drink it 
as part of a healthy diet. “In the scientific 
literature in the last 10 years, there are 
clear signs that drinking [green or black] 
tea is good for you,” said Eric Schoten, of 
the Health Council of the Netherlands. 
“Three or four cups a day reduce blood 
pressure, diabetes and stroke risks, so this 
comes as one of our 16 guidelines.”

Enjoying slapstick: A sign of dementia?

The Stone Age beekeepers Soda linked to heart failure  
Soft drinks and other sugary beverages 
have been shown to increase the odds  
of suffering high blood pressure, liver 
disease, stroke, diabetes, and obesity. 
Now a long-term Swedish study reveals 
that people with a daily soda habit may 
also be at higher risk for heart failure. The 
researchers followed roughly 42,000 men 
over 45 for 12 years, monitoring their diets 
and allowing for other risk factors. They 
found that the subjects who drank more 
than two sweetened drinks every day had  
a 23% greater risk of developing heart 
failure, which occurs when the heart 
becomes too weak to pump blood as  
well as it should. The study doesn’t prove 
that sugary drinks directly cause the 
condition, but the association suggests 
it’s wise to avoid those empty calories. 
Swedish men tend to be trimmer and 
fitter than their American counterparts, 
Duke University cardiologist Christopher 
O’Connor tells CBSNews .com, which 
means the potential effects of sugary 
drinks “would be larger and faster here”. 
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Twitter’s star wars
Twitter’s power users 
revolted last week, said 
Margaret Rhodes on  
Wired.com. “Haters, 
jokesters and armchair 

design critics” lambasted the social 
network for ditching the “favourite” icon 
– a star used to signal anything from 
earnest approval to passive-aggressive 
sarcasm about a fellow user’s tweet – for 
a more touchy-feely, heart-shaped “like” 
button. Users were vocal with their 
frustration that even as Facebook  
offers up more ways for users to express 
themselves, such as new “reactions” 
emojis, Twitter was limiting them “to 
feel-good ones only”. But Twitter’s 
change makes good business sense. It’s 
designed to attract and hold on to new 
users. Elsewhere on the internet, “likes 
are the coin of the realm” and hearts “a 
universally recognised symbol”. They’re also 
the signature interactions on Instagram, 
which is now bigger than Twitter. 

Huawei’s speedy new charger
“There’s no need for us to 
tell you the horrors of a 
dead phone battery before 
your night’s finished,”  
says Stuff. “With no 

Citymapper or Uber at your disposal, 
you’re forced to manually check bus stop 
times, and pray you’re going in a vaguely 

correct direction.” Many fast-charging 
portable chargers – like Qualcomm’s 
Quick Charge 3 “juice up handsets up to 
80% in 35 minutes – but Huawei’s latest 
prototype leaves those numbers in the 
dust”. The Chinese smartphone giant has 
“shown off a fast charging pack which 
boast some impressive figures”. Their 
new pack can charge a phone battery  
up to 48% in a speedy five minutes.

Gift prediction app
Shopping for gifts  
is difficult, but  
“IBM thinks its new 
supercomputer, called 

Watson can help” says Mashable.com.  
The company released a new app last 
Wednesday called Watson Trend, that 
uses IBM’s supercomputing abilities to 
show which items will prove to be the 
most popular gifts. Included in the app 
are several categories including tech, 
health and toys. “It aims to predict trends 
so you can see whether an item will be 
popular or just a passing fad.” Not just 
that – “behind the scenes, the app uses 
analyses of conversations around the 
products from social media, blogs, reader 
comments, and product reviews and 
ratings to determine what will be the  
most on demand items”. The super-sensitive 
app also takes “sentiment into account – 
to detect exactly why something may  
be popular”.

Silicon Valley: The sharing economy’s political machine
Airbnb just won a “crucial battle” in the 
intensifying war over the sharing economy, 
said Emily Alpert Reyes and David Zahniser in 
the Los Angeles Times. After a bitterly fought 
election campaign, voters in San Francisco 
soundly defeated a ballot measure that would 
have put strict limits on short-term rentals in 
the city – Airbnb’s home turf. Local critics 
accused Airbnb of disrupting Bay Area 
neighbourhoods with unruly tourists and 
driving out long-term renters by turning 
landlords into de facto hoteliers. But Airbnb 
fought back hard, positioning itself as an 
“economic lifeline” for middle-class 
homeowners who can earn extra money 
renting out spare rooms. Now, with similar 
restrictions percolating in cities around the 
country, Airbnb is girding for a “coast to coast” fight. 

“Airbnb is building an army,” said Caroline O’Donovan on 
BuzzFeed.com. Fresh off its Bay Area victory, the company says it 
will organise its users into a network of 100 “clubs” around the 
world to fight regulatory battles in cities beyond San Francisco. 
The clubs, which will be trained by Airbnb staff, will support  
pro-Airbnb political candidates and fight ballot proposals that 
curtail short-term rentals and home sharing. Announcing the 
programme, Chris Lehane, Airbnb’s head of global policy and a 
former high-ranking aide to President Clinton, likened the clout  
of the service’s four million US hosts to the political strength of the 
Sierra Club or the National Rifle Association.

Both Airbnb and Uber are becoming 
political-organising “powerhouses”, said 
Emily Badger on WashingtonPost.com. 
Their prime advantage: the technology 
they use allows them to instantly reach 
tens of thousands of voters in a single city. 
When New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio backed a proposal to cap the 
number of Uber drivers in Manhattan, 
Uber called on its “digital Rolodex” of 
two million users to fight back. It even 
briefly added a “de Blasio” option to its 
smartphone app to show users what might 
happen if the mayor’s restriction passed: 
extra-long wait times or no available 
drivers at all. In San Francisco, the 
138,000 residents who have used Airbnb 

outnumber the people who actually voted in this month’s election. 
Airbnb contacted all of them in the run-up to the vote. 

Plenty is riding on whether Airbnb and Uber can continue to “beat 
back regulatory threats”, said Conor Dougherty and Mike Isaac in 
The New York Times. Uber is valued at more than $50bn, and 
Airbnb at $24bn – more than Marriott International. “Those 
billions are predicated on lots of future growth,” which is why 
both companies have hired high-powered former political 
operatives “to woo legislators” and are pouring money into get-
out-the-vote initiatives. The message to other cities is clear: these 
tech giants intend to defend their turf. Airbnb’s resounding victory 
in San Francisco is merely the first “warning shot”. 

Innovation of the week Bytes: What’s new in tech

Bright lights can 
interfere with the 
body’s natural 
sleep cycle, which 
is why a new 
lightbulb from 
GE is designed 
to encourage 
more shut-eye, 
said Jacob 

Kastrenakes on 
TheVerge.com. 
The C Sleep,  

one of two new 
connected 
lightbulbs 

from GE, automatically changes 
colour to match the sun’s light 
throughout the day: “Bright blue  
to wake you up in the morning, a 
standard orange tone for midday, 
and a softer yellow colour for the 
evening.” The idea is that when 
experiencing the patterns of natural 
light, “your body will have an easier 
time waking up, staying awake,  
and then falling asleep on time.” 
 The bulbs can also be dimmed, or 
turned on and off with a smartphone 
app. A starter bundle with four 
bulbs—including the C Sleep and 
C Life, for midday lighting only –  
is available at GE’s website starting 
at $49.99.

Building an army of home hoteliers
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Burma is visibly springing to 
life after decades spent “in 
chains”, says Nina Belz in 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung. City 
streets are choked with 
Japanese cars; citizens buy 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 
and enjoy uncensored 
access to the Internet. 
Now there’s been another 
big change, a landslide 
victory for Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy (NLD), which is 
set to take over government 
from appointees of the 
military. In 1990, the 
generals declared invalid 
just such a landslide 
victory and locked up the 
winners. This time they’ve said they’ll respect 
the result, but since they control 25% of seats 
in parliament and under the constitution they 
drafted in 2008 can appoint key ministers,  
the NLD’s power is limited. They’ve also 
blocked Suu Kyi from becoming president,  
on the grounds that her children hold  
foreign citizenship. 

The NLD will probably have enough votes in 
parliament to impose its own candidate and Suu 
Kyi insists she’ll call the shots in a role “above the 
president”, says The Irrawaddy. But that could 
bring her into conflict with the military, which 
had been counting on getting its own man 
elected. For all her efforts to create alliances, 
there’s still a huge gulf between her and the top 
brass, which operates a parallel economic and 

judicial system closed  
to public scrutiny, and  
won’t take kindly to  
her interference. The  
NLD’S leaders are also 
“spectacularly vague” about 
what they plan to do in 
government, says Christian 
Caryl in Foreign Policy. 
Their lack of political 
sophistication is a legacy  
of Burma’s decades of 
“ideological deep freeze”. 
But an even greater worry  
is Suu Kyi’s growing 
authoritarian streak.  
She’s notoriously impatient 
with colleagues who 
disagree with her. 

“The Lady” has lost a lot of her shine since getting 
involved in daily politics, says Ursula Gauthier  
in Nouvelle Observateur. She is still widely 
revered as “a kind of Buddhist goddess of mercy”, 
but many are appalled to see her hobnobbing with 
the “oppressors and profiteers”. She has sided 
with the Chinese investors of a polluting copper 
mine and loftily told protesters to drop their 
“pointless” opposition. Leaders of Burma’s many 
ethnic groups are livid that she’s abandoned  
her pledge to fight to guarantee their rights –  
she failed to condemn either the massacres 
perpetrated by extremist Buddhists against the 
Rohingya Muslim minority or the army’s 
bombardment of Kachin civilians. Suu Kyi’s 
electoral victory has been a triumph for 
democracy, but she has yet to show she can 
rule for all Burmese. 

Pick of the week’s

Gossip
Burma: “Springing to life” 

Suu Kyi: Controversial leader? 

Blake Shelton and Gwen 
Stefani (pictured) have gone 
public with their new 
relationship, as Stefani’s 
divorce from her estranged 
husband, Gavin Rossdale, 
grew ugly amid mutual 
adultery accusations. Country 
singer Shelton and pop star 
Stefani, who co-star as judges 
on the US TV show The 
Voice, “are longtime friends 
who have very recently 
started dating,” Stefani’s 
spokesperson confirmed. 
Stefani and Rossdale recently 
announced the end of their 
13-year marriage, and shortly 
after, Shelton announced his 
own divorce from fellow 
country singer Miranda 
Lambert. Rossdale now 
suspects that Stefani became 
involved with Shelton while 
he and she were still married, 
says TMZ .com. But Stefani 

responded with a leak of her 
own: Rossdale admitted 
cheating on her for three years 
with the family nanny, US 
Magazine reported. Rossdale, 
who has three children with 
Stefani, is reportedly seeking 
$50 million from her, plus 
monthly spousal support of 
about $50,000. 

A wannabe thief chose the 
wrong victim when he 
snatched Serena Williams’ 
phone from a San Francisco 
restaurant – only to be chased 
down by the tennis superstar 
in the street. In a surveillance 
video, Williams, 34, is seen 
racing down the street to 
catch the thief. “He began  
to run but I was too fast,” 
recounted Williams on 
Facebook. Having caught  
up with the man, Williams 
asked in “the most menacing 
yet calm no-nonsense  
voice” whether he had 
“accidentally” taken the 
wrong phone. “Gosh, you 
know what – I did!” Williams 
said he replied. On her return 
to the restaurant, she got a 
standing ovation.

The Bushes: ‘Poppy’ sets the record straight
Boy, this is entertaining, said Amanda Marcotte 
on Salon.com – the Bushes have started to “eat 
themselves alive”. In an authorised biography 
published recently, former President George 
H.W. Bush has torn into two of the leading 
figures in his son’s administration. Dick Cheney, 
he said, “built his own empire” as George  
W. Bush’s vice president, and damaged the 
administration with his “iron-a**” philosophy  
of using “force to get our way”. Bush 41 is even 
more scathing about Bush 43’s defence secretary, 
Donald Rumsfeld, calling him an “arrogant 
fellow” with a “lack of humility”. In fairness, 
“Poppy” – now 91 – doesn’t “fully absolve his 
son”, said Ed O’Keefe and Dan Balz in The 
Washington Post. He criticises George W. for 
using “hot rhetoric” such as the term “axis of 
evil”, and acknowledges that “the buck stops”  
in the Oval Office. 

Poppy’s “scathing remarks” on Rumsfeld are 
“rooted in tensions dating back to the Ford 
administration”, said David Graham on  
The Atlantic.com. When Rumsfeld was Ford’s 
chief of staff, he helped prevent the senior Bush 
from securing the vice presidential nomination. 
But this biography isn’t just about Oval Office 
intrigue. It also puts on the record what 

everyone suspected – that Bush Sr. “really did 
have substantive disagreements” with his son’s 
foreign policy. Shame he didn’t share them at 
the time, said Maureen Dowd in The New 
York Times. “Like many uptight, upper-class 
families, the Bushes seem oddly unable to 
directly confront tensions and resentments and 
talk to each other candidly.” Dubya admitted 
recently that his father “never expressed” 
doubts to him about Cheney, Rumsfeld, or his 
hawkish response to 9/11, either during his 
presidency or afterward. Usually these WASP 
family disputes end in sullen silences and 
ruptured relationships. “In the case of the 
Bushes, it ended up rupturing the globe.”

This all comes at a terrible time for poor Jeb, 
said Chris Cillizza on WashingtonPost.com. 
The younger Bush has struggled throughout 
his presidential campaign to convince voters he’s 
“his own man”. Now, with his campaign already 
badly faltering, his dad publishes a book that  
will force him to spend yet more time talking 
about his brother, his father, 9/11 and Iraq.  
Jeb’s surname has provided him with money, 
endorsements, “and a million other intangibles”. 
But it’s also ensnared him in a complex family 
legacy that he can’t seem to escape.



NEWS 25Talking points

22 NOVEMBER 2015 THE WEEK 

Narendra Modi: A great British welcome 

“One must, it is true, 
forgive one’s enemies –  

but not before they have 
been hanged.” 

Heinrich Heine, quoted  
in The Guardian

“No man, for any 
considerable period, can 
wear one face to himself 

and another to the 
multitude, without finally 
getting bewildered as to 
which may be the true.”
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
quoted on Bustle.com 

“They say a little 
knowledge is a dangerous 

thing, but it’s not  
one half so bad as  

a lot of ignorance.”
Terry Pratchett, quoted  

on BBC America

“Fiction and poetry are 
doses, medicines. What they 

heal is the rupture reality 
makes on the imagination.” 
Jeanette Winterson, quoted 

in The New Yorker

“Tyrants appear great  
only because we are  

on our knees.”
16th-century French writer 

Étienne de la Boétie, quoted 
in The Observer

“Some circumstantial 
evidence is very strong,  

as when you find a trout  
in the milk.” 

Henry David Thoreau, 
quoted in the  

Los Angeles Times

“Democracy is the process 
by which people choose 

who to blame.”
Bertrand Russell, quoted  

on The Browser

“Pessimism leads  
to weakness;  

optimism to power.”
William James, quoted  

on Forbes.com

The thugs of ISIL frequently 
crucify and behead their 
prisoners by the clock-tower  
in Raqqa, the group’s Syrian 
capital, said The Times. So it 
was “grimly appropriate” that 
ISIL’s most famous executioner, 
Mohammed Emwazi, was 
“struck down” in the same 
square last week. Emwazi’s 
victims – such as the British 
aid workers David Haines and 
Alan Henning – “suffered 
unimaginable horror” as he 
beheaded them in front of 
ISIL’s cameras, said Gordon 
Rayner in The Daily 
Telegraph. By contrast, the 
man known to his hostages as 
“Jihadi John” died quickly and cleanly. For 
weeks, US and British intelligence had been 
following his movements closely. Their efforts 
finally paid off when he was tracked to a car 
close to ISIL headquarters last Thursday night. 
A US Reaper drone flying at 10,000ft above the 
city then released a Hellfire laser-guided missile. 
Emwazi would have known nothing before it 
struck. “At 11.51pm, the car, and its two 
occupants, were blown to pieces.”

US officials described it as a “clean hit”, and 
said they were 99% sure that Emwazi had been 
“evaporated”. If they’re right, then “few will 
mourn his passing”, said The Guardian. The 
Kuwaiti-born Briton, who was 27, is not 
thought to have had an important strategic role 

in the group. But “with his 
psychopathic calm and his 
London accent, he was a kind 
of terrible celebrity weapon in 
the Islamic State armoury”. 
The manner of his death does, 
however, raise troubling 
questions. Was there an 
alternative to this remote-
controlled killing? What are 
the rules by which the UK 
operates when it participates 
in these drone attacks?

There has been some “hand-
wringing” from the left about 
Emwazi’s death, said The 
Sunday Times. And of course 
it would have been better if 

war criminals had been brought back to the UK 
to face trial – but in this case, that was an absurd 
“fantasy”. As last week’s events in Paris should 
remind us, the West must be “merciless” to these 
terrorists. “At first sight, drones seem an ideal 
means of destroying our enemies without 
putting British or American personnel at risk,” 
said Max Hastings in the Daily Mail. But it’s not 
just Jeremy Corbyn who feels uneasy about 
them. For now, only the USA, Britain and Israel 
have “effective drone capabilities”. But what 
will we say when the Russians and the Chinese 
start liquidating their foes beyond their borders? 
“I suggest we shall not like it.” Good riddance 
to Jihadi John; but “it seems extraordinarily 
unwise to concede to our rulers an unlimited 
mandate to carry out public executions abroad”.

The war with ISIL: Jihadi John killed

“For India’s ‘rock star’ prime minister, it was 
perhaps the ultimate gig,” said Cahal Milmo in 
The Independent. Narendra Modi was fresh 
from lunch with the Queen, and an overnight 
stay at Chequers – but it was his “takeover of 
England’s national stadium, to the sounds of a 
pulsating Bhangra beat and a kaleidoscope of 
saris” that highlighted “the populist talents of 
this most powerful politician”. Some 60,000 
British Indians had flocked to Wembley – 
transported in fleets of coaches dubbed the 
“Modi Express” – where, in an event 
coinciding with Diwali, they were treated to 
one of the biggest firework displays held in 
Britain, and two hours of music and dancing 
showcasing British and Indian culture. Indian 
bagpipers performed in full Highland dress; 
Kanika Kapoor sang with the London 
Philarmonic. Then, David Cameron, with  
an eye on the Asian vote, gave a speech 
celebrating Indian virtues, and predicting that 
“before long, there will be a British Indian prime 
minister”. That won roars of approval, but it 
was Modi the people had come to hear, and his 
message was warm, but clear: India is a global 
power, and the world should pay heed.

Is our government unembarrassable, wondered 
Pankaj Mishra in The Guardian. First, it rolled 
out the red carpet for China’s President Xi; 

now, it behaves this way towards Modi –  
the Hindu nationalist accused of allowing 
anti-Muslim pogroms in Gujarat that left 
1,000 people dead in 2002. Pressed for a 
decade to express remorse, he eventually said 
he regretted those deaths as he’d regret “a 
puppy being driven over by a car”. As PM, he 
has turned a blind eye to months of “violence 
and intimidating rhetoric” by Hindu fanatics. 
A Muslim farmer was lynched on suspicion  
of eating beef, and numerous activists and 
scholars were shot. On his world tour, this 
“glossy” manipulator has seduced everyone 
from Rupert Murdoch to Mark Zuckerberg, 
although his power is actually waning at home 
– witness his BJP party’s recent thrashing in 
elections in Bihar. 

That’s why Britain was right to welcome him, 
said Philip Collins in The Times: because he 
won’t last, but the country he represents 
(already the world’s ninth largest economy) 
will continue to grow and prosper. The 
immediate “prize” from Modi’s visit consisted 
of trade deals worth $14.13bn. In the longer 
term, it is the prospect of Delhi opening up its 
markets further, and Britain being able to make 
“a living in the world” by selling “goods to a 
flourishing India that is no longer host to one 
third of the world’s poor”.

Statistic of the week
38% of people in the Middle 

East think climate change is a 
serious problem, compared 

with 45% of Americans, 74% of 
Latin Americans, 61% of 

Africans, and 54% of 
Europeans. People in China 

are significantly less 
concerned about global 

warming – at 18%.
 Pew Research Centre

Wit &
Wisdom

Jihadi John: “A clean hit”



26 NEWS Sport

THE WEEK 22 NOVEMBER 2015

Football In a play-off, the 
Republic of Ireland beat 
Bosnia 3-1 on aggregate to 
qualify for Euro 2016. 
England beat France 2-0 in  
a friendly. 
Rugby union In the pools 
stage of the Champions Cup, 
Saracens beat Toulouse 32-7. 
Wasps beat Leinster 33-6. 
Ospreys beat Exeter 25-13. 
Cricket In the third one-day 
international of the series, 
England beat Pakistan by  
six wickets.
Formula One Nico Rosberg 
beat Lewis Hamilton for the 
second successive race to 
win the Brazilian Grand Prix.  

Stuart Lancaster had “nowhere left to turn”, said 
Chris Foy in the Daily Mail. Last month, his 
England side became the first hosts ever to be 
knocked out of the Rugby World Cup in the group 
stage; and after that the head coach seemed to 
have lost all authority. “Rumours of unrest” in  
the England camp were rife. So last week he took 
“the only course of action” and handed in his 
resignation. About time too, said Owen Slot in 
The Times. Lancaster wasn’t cut out for the job. 
Before his appointment, in 2011, he had scant 
experience of coaching at the top level. He 
inherited a side disgraced by its off-field exploits – 
and thought he could turn it around by fostering a 
team ethic of discipline and humility. But he didn’t 
understand that the best way to make a team win 
is to consistently pick the same players, and then 
“adopt tactics to play to their strengths”. Simple 
enough, you might think, but it was beyond Lancaster.

It’s easy to make Lancaster the scapegoat for England’s failure, 
said Steve James in The Sunday Telegraph, but it’s hardly fair. He 
didn’t have a single world-class player “at his disposal”. Besides, 
said Robert Kitson in The Guardian, no coach could thrive in 
these circumstances. For the past two decades, English rugby has 
been a “lavishly upholstered basket case”. Concerned mainly with 
raking in money, it makes the coach’s job needlessly difficult by 

scheduling too many games and leaving too little 
time for the crucial off-season. Lancaster struggled 
with the same problem as his prede cessors 
Martin Johnson, Brian Ashton and even Clive 
Woodward: helping players fulfil their potential 
within a system that constantly militates “against 
their doing so”. The national side may have won 
the World Cup in 2003, but they succeeded 
“despite the system, not because of it”. 

But even more fundamental is England’s lack of 
control over the game, said Austin Healey in The 
Daily Telegraph. In New Zealand, Australia and 
South Africa, the national sides rule the roost. 
Everything – player development, club rugby –  
is subordinate to national glory. By contrast, in 
England, where there is far more money in 
domestic rugby, the clubs hold the power. And 

that means the England team has virtually no say over its players: 
instead, it’s forced to “borrow assets controlled by other people”. 
Ireland has a fraction of England’s “playing and financial 
resources” – but it’s more successful because it puts “the national 
team at the apex of everything”. The Rugby Football Union 
wants Lancaster’s successor to have “proven international 
experience”, which suggests they plan to look abroad. But will a 
foreign coach put up with playing second fiddle to Premiership 
clubs? They must see that “the England job is a poisoned chalice”.

Rugby union: Lancaster quits

Russia’s “humiliating exile” has begun, said Ben 
Rumsby in The Daily Telegraph. Last Friday, it 
became the first country to be banned by the 
International Association of Athletics Federations 
(IAAF) for doping. The decision follows the 
publication last week of a damning report which 
alleged that it had operated a state-sponsored 
doping programme. The sport now faces the 
“worst drugs scandal in history” – and Russia is 
the first target of its clean-up. Russian athletes can 
only compete in domestic competitions; and if the 
suspension is not overturned before next summer, 
they will be unable to take part in the Rio de Janeiro Olympics. 

It’s about time the world got tough on Russia, said Matt 
Dickinson in The Times. More than any country since East 
Germany in the 1970s, it has “bent over backwards” to cheat. 
The problem goes to the very top: in 2010, Vladimir Putin signed 

a decree requiring samples leaving the country 
for drug tests to be inspected at the border first. 
Knowing all this, how could we “stomach the 
sight” of Russian athletes competing in Rio next 
summer? But it’s a sight we should prepare 
ourselves for, said Owen Gibson in The Guardian. 
The International Olympic Committee has little 
desire to make an enemy of Putin. And for all its 
tough talk, the IAAF appears to be “preparing the 
ground” for Russia to return soon – provided it 
makes some concessions, such as “clearing out a 
layer of coaches and administrators”. Whatever 

happens to Russia, the net “must now be cast wider”, said Sean 
Ingle in the same paper. Doping is a “global problem”, and it 
takes different forms across the world: in Kenya and Ethiopia, for 
instance, “unscrupulous” doctors offer young athletes drugs in 
exchange for a share of their winnings. For the sport to regain its 
credibility, it needs to fight against all cheats – not just Russia.

Russia suspended from athletics

Lancaster: Victim of the system? 

Rugby league: England finally beat New Zealand Sporting headlines
England’s rugby union team 
may be in dire shape, said Paul 
Fletcher on BBC Sport online. 
But in rugby league, the 
national side has finally found 
success. On Saturday, in a 
“thrilling” Test, they defeated 
New Zealand 20-14 to seal a 
2-1 series win over the world’s 
top ranked team. It was a 
British side’s first victory in 
eight years over New Zealand, 
and it was much deserved: 
England was classy “in all areas”.  The win was a 
triumph, in particular, for coach Steve 
McNamara. In the last match before his 
contract expires, he made two crucial changes 
to the line-up: winger Jermaine McGillvary 
threatened with his “powerful” kick returns, 
while half-back Matty Smith was a “menace”. 

Unlike their rugby union 
counterparts, England is not a 
wealthy side, said Christopher 
Irvine in The Times. And its 
sponsor is withdrawing, which 
will force it to tighten the purse 
strings. Standards are higher in 
Australia’s National Rugby 
League than in Europe’s Super 
League – and almost half of 
the England side now play in 
Australia, which is “paying 
dividends”.  The team’s future 

“undoubtedly looks bright”, said Aaron Bower 
in The Guardian. It has a “clutch” of talents, 
some of whom were unavailable in this series: 
George Burgess was injured, while his brother 
Sam has only just returned to league from 
union. This is England’s “most exciting squad 
in a generation”.

A “thrilling” match 

Russian athletes: Blanket ban



CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE DUBAI WINNERS

WHAT’S ON RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
La Serre

WHAT’S ON INDIE RESTAURANT
OF THE YEAR
Creekside

WHAT’S ON CHEF OF THE YEAR
Colin Clague

WHAT’S ON NEWCOMER
OF THE YEAR
Coya

FAVOURITE HEALTHY RESTAURANT 
Comptoir 102

FAVOURITE DAY OUT
The Beach

FAVOURITE BAR
Q43, Media One Tower

FAVOURITE CONCERT
Ed Sheeran

FAVOURITE LADIES’ NIGHT
Q43, Media One Tower

FAVOURITE FESTIVAL
Emirates Airline Dubai
Jazz Festival

FAVOURITE NIGHTCLUB
Rock Bottom Café,
Ramee Rose Hotel

FAVOURITE SPORTING EVENT
Emirates Airline
Dubai Rugby Sevens

FAVOURITE BRUNCH
Bubbalicious, The Westin
Dubai Mina Seyahi
Beach Resort & Marina

FAVOURITE BUSINESS LUNCH
Zuma

FAVOURITE CAFÉ
The Sum Of Us

FAVOURITE PUB GRUB 
McGettigan’s, DWTC

FAVOURITE FOOD TRUCK
Salt

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT
Qbara Restaurant Lounge & Bar

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
RIVA Ristorante

FAVOURITE PAKISTANI 
RESTAURANT
Ravi

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN 
RESTAURANT
Karma Kafe

FAVOURITE PAN-ASIAN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Shanghai Chic, Mövenpick
Ibn Battuta Gate Hotel

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
Catch, Fairmont Dubai

FAVOURITE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Aprons & Hammers

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
Cut By Wolfgang Puck,
The Address Downtown

FAVOURITE STEAKHOUSE
(BELOW DHS400)
BUTCHA Steakhouse And Grill

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT
Mango Tree

FAVOURITE THAI RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Royal Orchid

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT
Spirito Lounge & Kitchen,
Media One Hotel  

FAVOURITE THE AMERICAS 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Wingstop

FAVOURITE FITNESS CLUB
Physique 57

FAVOURITE SPA
Tips & Toes

FAVOURITE NAIL BAR
The Nail Spa

FAVOURITE HAIR SALON
Beauty Connection Spa

FAVOURITE MIDDLE EASTERN 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Reem Al Bawadi 

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT 
The Scene

FAVOURITE BRITISH RESTAURANT
(BELOW DHS400)
London Fish & Chips

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT
Hakkasan Dubai,
Jumeirah Emirates Towers

FAVOURITE CHINESE RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Rauchi Asian Fusion Dining, 
Ramee Rose Hotel

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT
La Petite Maison

FAVOURITE FRENCH RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Crumbs Elysee

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT
Indego By Vineet,
Grosvenor House Dubai

FAVOURITE INDIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Biryani Pot

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT
Kitchen 6, JW Marriott
Marquis Hotel Dubai

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Shores Restaurant,
Ramada Plaza JBR

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Roberto’s

FAVOURITE ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
(BELOW DHS400)
Sapori Di BiCE 

FAVOURITE JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Okku, The H Dubai

FAVOURITE JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT (BELOW DHS400)
Benihana, Amwaj Rotana JBR

FAVOURITE MODERN EUROPEAN 
RESTAURANT
El Sur, The Westin
Dubai Mina Seyahi
Beach Resort & Marina

Sponsors Presented byOfficial Car Sponsor
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Hunger Makes Me a Modern 
Girl: A Memoir
by Carrie Brownstein
Riverhead, $28

Carrie Brownstein has always 
harboured a hunger to be heard and 
seen, said John Williams in The 
New York Times. In her candid new 
memoir, the 41-year-old TV star, 
and co-founder of the 1990s punk 
band Sleater-Kinney, comes across 
as “a skittish striver, more neurotic 
bundle than conquering guitar god” 
– which is one reason that the book 
might be the most personally 
revealing rock autobiography in a 
season rich with them. Raised in 
suburban Seattle, Brownstein was a nerdy 
attention-seeker even before her mother 
developed anorexia and 14-year-old 
Carrie decided her own role would be to 
“entertain the pain right out of her”.

Hunger Makes Me a Modern Girl is 
mostly a love letter to the “gawky, 
sceptical adolescence” of a particular  
era, said Julianne Escobedo Shepherd on 
Jezebel.com. Brownstein discovered who 
she wanted to be in Olympia, Washington, 
at a time when the college town was a 
hub of the Pacific Northwest’s post-

Nirvana rock scene. Her descriptions of 
that milieu capture how her fellow artists 
– determined to make noise but allergic to 
selling out – simultaneously nurtured and 
discouraged free expression. Brownstein 
had the good fortune to meet up with 

like-minded ‘riot grrrl’ 
guitarist Corin Tucker, 
then drummer Janet 
Weiss. She found a home 
in the music, which she 
describes as “a junkyard 
come to life”. 

The speed with which 
success arrived “can  
make for a flat reading 
experience”, said  
Ruth Graham in The 
Washington Post. 
Brownstein was just 27 
when critic Greil Marcus 

labelled Sleater-Kinney America’s best 
rock band, and as a writer she “hovers at 
a remove from large swaths of her own 
story”. She blames herself for the band’s 
2006 breakup (and long subsequent 
hiatus), but resists digging into her 
emotions, and she barely mentions her 
recent role as co-star of the sketch-
comedy series Portlandia. “True to her 
passion”, she remains most magnetic 
when talking music, said Estelle Tang on 
Pitchfork.com. She’s now a star, but “in 
her praise of music’s sustaining thrill, we 
can see something closer to ourselves”.

Book of the week Novel of the week
The Mare 
by Mary Gaitskill 

Pantheon, $27

Every Mary Gaitskill story is “more 
complex than it appears”, said Hannah 
Tennant-Moore in The New Republic. 
Her third novel focuses on an abused 
11-year-old girl from Brooklyn who finds 
solace in horseback riding, but the book 
is no Saturday matinee. Gaitskill, who is 
known for darker narratives, possesses a 
remarkable talent for “putting into words 
the wordless undercurrent of human 
behaviour”. When a charity sends Velvet 
Vargas upstate to stay part of the summer 
with a failed artist who lives near a stable, 
“the painful limitations of real life” only 
deepen the characters’ longing for a fairy 
tale. Gaitskill cuts between inner 
monologues, and that can be frustrating, 
said Amy Gentry in the Chicago Tribune. 
Velvet’s troubles and outlook make her 
much more interesting than her hostess, 
Ginger. But Ginger exhibits a neediness that 
renders her unpredictable, and “Gaitskill 
knows that volatile situations have the 
potential to transform as well as to 
destroy”. In a novel charged with 
complicated feelings, “she keeps us on  
a knife’s edge as to which it will be”. 

Also of interest... in myths, legends, and lies
A Wild Swan
by Michael Cunningham 
Farrar Straus Giroux, $23

Fairy tales are 
often sparing 
with character 
motivation, 
which 
provides an 
opening for a 
contemporary 
writer, said 
Christopher 
Benfey in The 
New York Times. In this 
collection of reworked classics 
– all beautifully illustrated by  
Yuko Shimizu – the Pulitzer-
winning author of The Hours 
“has dug out caves of humour 
and depth behind some  
well-known characters”. 
Rumpelstiltskin becomes 
an overeager adoptive  
father. And the witch in 
Hansel and Gretel?  
She yearns to recapture  
her wild youth. 

Carry On
by Rainbow Rowell 
St. Martin’s, $20

Make no 
mistake:  
America’s 
current top-
selling young-
adult novel  
is “a full-on 
Harry Potter 
rip-off”,  
said Heather 
Schwedel on 
Slate.com. But Rainbow 
Rowell isn’t trying to fool 
anyone. Instead, the author  
of Fangirl and Eleanor & 
Park has delivered “a 
testament to just how good – 
and even original – fan 
fiction can be”. Because  
a boarding school for wizards 
is already a familiar world, 
Rowell can “play to her 
strengths” – bringing to  
life the blossoming of a 
surprising teenage romance.

The Theatre of War
by Bryan Doerries
Knopf, $27

Theatregoers 
today tend  
to regard  
the Greek 
tragedies 
“more as 
curiosities  
than as urgent, 
indispensable 
texts”, said 
Nick Romeo in 
The Boston Globe. In this 
“compelling, raw” memoir, 
Bryan Doerries recounts how 
his experience staging the 
plays for combat vets has 
deepened his faith in their 
timelessness. At points, 
Doerries almost suggests  
that Greek tragedy’s sole 
purpose is therapeutic. Still,  
“it is undeniably powerful” 
 to read how, say, a veteran’s 
wife responds to the suicide  
of Ajax.

After Alice
by Gregory Maguire
William Morrow, $27

Gregory 
Maguire has 
once again 
refreshed a 
children’s 
classic by 
telling it  
from a new 
perspective, 
said Christian 
Holub in 
Entertainment Weekly. In  
this Alice in Wonderland, 
Alice falls into the rabbit  
hole as usual, but instead of 
her, we follow a friend who 
goes in after Alice and a 
sister who goes about her  
day in Oxford, England. 
“Under focus, the hierarchies 
and political decorum 
binding Victorian society 
become as self-evidently 
absurd as anything the 
Cheshire Cat says.”
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Best books… Mary-Louise Parker
Mary-Louise Parker, the Tony-and Emmy-winning actress, has just published her first book. 
Dear Mr. You is part memoir, part meditation on the masculine – a collection of letters 
addressed to various men she’s known and sometimes loved.

One Direction
Made in the A.M (Columbia)

As 1D race towards 
their exit this new 
album is the band’s 
“Let It Be”, said 
Rolling Stone, “the 
kind of record the 
world’s biggest 
pop group makes 

when it’s time to say thank you for the 
memories”. The songs on this album 
“sound nothing alike” but have the 
same theme – “teen girls are the only 
fans that matter”.

Arca
Mutant (Mute)

The music by 
Venezuela-born 
producer Alejandro 
Ghersi – better known 
by his stage name Arca 
– is defined by its 
“fluidity and flexibility”, 
said Pitchfork.com.  

The artist makes fantastic “abstract 
electronic music – music for an idea of 
humanity that exists outside of binaries”. His 
new album builds on his 2014 album Xen, 
“to create a hypnotic and enveloping world”.

The Empathy Exams by Leslie Jamison 
(Graywolf, $16). Reading Jamison’s 
remarkable book is like opening the private 
journal of a woman who’s able to 
reproduce on the page the hilarious, 
brilliant inner monologues that run through 
her head in a slew of situations. In these 
fully original essays, many about personal 
experiences, she pulls apart the concept of 
empathy while weaving in philosophy, 
politics, and reality television.

The Short and Tragic Life of Robert 
Peace by Jeff Hobbs (Scribner, $16). 
Hobbs thoughtfully brings to life his 
college roommate – a genius who 
deservedly landed at Yale despite all odds, 

but was unable to use that education as a 
path away from the poverty and violence 
he grew up with.

Collected Poems by Mark Strand 
(Knopf, $30). This book gathers the work 
of a Pulitzer Prize winner and former poet 
laureate who wrote the gorgeous poems 
“Blizzard of One” and “Reasons for 
Moving.” Strand, who died in 2014, was 
peerless in his ability to lay himself bare. 
He was a giant.  

The Art of the Memoir by Mary Karr 
(Harper, $25). In her latest book, the author 
of The Liars’ Club proves that the truth is 
infinitely sexier and more gripping than 

anything we could invent. You’ll cackle out 
loud reading this book and get the best 
required-memoir-reading list ever compiled. 
If you ever want to tell your story, this book 
may be the only tool you’ll need other than 
Kleenex and an arsenal of apologies.  

Body of Water by Susan Bruce (Finishing 
Line, $14.50). Bruce, a former New York 
actress, set out to learn to surf and wrote a 
beautiful book of poetry along the way. 
She crawls out onto the waves, literal and 
otherwise, in this soulful, often funny 
book, and delivers the thrill of being 
flogged by the water as well as the 
penitence you feel as you tumble under, 
only to find yourself flying up again.

New albums

Don’t miss...

GIG OF THE WEEK: 
2015 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
27, 28, 29 November, Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi, UAE
 

Held in Abu Dhabi for the seventh consecutive year, the Formula One final race is the 
biggest international sporting event in the Middle East. Although British Mercedes driver 
Lewis Hamilton has already secured first place in this year’s championship, Sebastian 
Vettel and Nico Rosberg will be vying for second place. Aside from the race, it is set to be 
one of the most entertaining yet, with a strong musical line-up featuring Florence and the 
Machine, Enrique Iglesias and Blur performing at the concerts this year, reported 
Gulfbusiness.com. VIP yacht parties are planned for Yas Marina surrounding the track, 
with many celebrities rumoured to be attending, making the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix one 
of the biggest social events of the season. According to organisers, 90% of race tickets are 
already sold, so for a chance to secure a last minute seat at the circuit, head to the Yas 
Marina Circuit website (yasmarinacircuit.com).

Free & Easy

26-28 November, 2pm-3am (Thursday 
5pm to 3am), Le Meridien Mina Seyahi 
Beach Resort & Marina, Al Sufouh Road, 
Dubai, UAE
 
“Everybody likes a music freebie now 
and then right?” said Hype. That’s 
exactly what Dubai beachside bar 
Barasti is offering this weekend. The 
first ever Corona Sunsets Music 
Festival is set to be held with a mix of 
local and international DJs. Acts will 
include Freemasons, Jazzy B and Crazy 
P Soundsystem. Barasti will be given a 
“festival makeover” too with market 
stalls selling local designers’ work, and 
a delicious array of food stores. 

Egypt – A Spirit Within
 
Until 10 December, Gulf Photo Plus, 
Alserkal Avenue, Dubai UAE, 
free admission
 

This exhibition by 
French photographer 
Denis Dailleux “shares 
his special journey in 
Egypt through 
photographs”, said 
The Dubai Calendar. 
“His photos will take 
you on a trip exploring 
the kindness of the 
Egyptian people and 
intimate moments”, 
revealing a side of 

Egypt that is often unseen. Some of the 
highlights of the exhibition include 
Dailleux’s outstanding work “Mother and 
Son”, which gained international 
recognition in 2014 when it was included 
in the World Press Photo Awards. 

Best of rest
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This “hugely entertaining” adaptation of Alan Bennett’s 
hit play, about the mad, smelly old woman whose 
camper van he allowed to occupy the drive of his North 
London home for 15 years, is the film equivalent of “a 
warm buttery crumpet in front of a fire”, said Cath 
Clarke in Timeout. As well as Alex Jennings and 
Maggie Smith, who take the lead roles, the cast is 
crammed with soothingly familiar faces, including 
Frances de la Tour as a bemused neighbour and James 
Corden as a cockney market vendor. Jennings plays 
Bennett – or to be precise, two versions of him, which 
have conversations with each other on-screen, said Brian Viner in the Daily Mail. There’s the repressed 
human being and the cynical writer, anxiously debating his motives for tolerating this abrasive stranger. 
Although the device “mostly works”, sometimes it just seems like an “affectation”. In any case, the real 
reason to see this film is Smith, said Tim Robey in The Daily Telegraph. Ferociously unsympathetic while 
hinting at gulfs of vulnerability, its “the Maggiest of Maggie Smith performances”. I found it both 
inspiring and profound, said David Sexton in the London Evening Standard. Smith’s character retains a 
haughty grandeur, however squalid her circumstances. That, in the end, may be all any of us can hope for.  

Fear not, Charlie Brown diehards, said Sandie Angulo 
Chen in The Washington Post. A new generation may 
be relying on 3-D computer-generated animation for its 
introduction to the world created by Charles M. Schulz, 
but the latest feature-length Peanuts movie proves 
“delightfully faithful” to its source material and “a 
sweet little gift for fans of the long-running comic 
strip”. All viewers will find it “a bit startling and 
undeniably refreshing” to come across a 2015 
children’s movie that doesn’t concern some “high-
stakes power struggle” like a villain’s bid to seize a 
royal kingdom, said Neil Genzlinger in The New York Times. Here, Charlie Brown has simply fallen  
in love with the red-headed girl across the street, and he goes through multiple humiliations as he takes 
up new interests to try to impress her. Though Snoopy, Lucy, and the rest of the gang do nothing you 
couldn’t have seen in their classic TV specials, the 3-D animation “makes everything bigger, brighter, and 
rounder”, said Jody Mitori in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Snoopy’s daydreams about flying a World 
War I fighter plane eventually feel like story padding, but they’re also visually enchanting and consistent 
in tone with a film so charming it’s “worth a happy dance for kids and adults alike”. 

“Spotlight isn’t just the best movie about journalism 
since All the President’s Men,” said Chris Nashawaty  
in Entertainment Weekly. “It might also be the most 
important.” A dramatisation of The Boston Globe’s 
2001-02 investigation into widespread child abuse  
in the Catholic Church, it follows a crack team as they 
chase down the dark secrets of one of the city’s most 
powerful institutions and confront church leaders with 
evidence of the decades-long cover-up. What makes 
Spotlight “so deeply, absurdly satisfying” is that it 
doesn’t turn the journalists into the story’s stars, said  
Ty Burr in The Boston Globe. “Most of the movie is people-talking – in chairs, in meetings, on the 
phone,” and the reporters never cease to function mainly as servants to the victims they’re giving voice 
to. Even so, the gradual reveal of the full scope of the scandal “holds you in a fugue state of suspense”. 
The “perfectly calibrated” performances of Michael Keaton, Mark Ruffalo, Rachel McAdams, John 
Slattery, and Stanley Tucci prove crucial to the film’s mix of “restraint and intensity”, said Joe Morgenstern 
in The WSJ. Spotlight isn’t just a landmark journalism drama. It’s “the year’s best movie so far”. 

Spotlight
Dir: Tom McCarthy  

2hr 8mins (18+)

Dogged reporters expose a 
church’s shame.

★★★★

The Peanuts 
Movie

Dir: Steve Martino  
1hr 32mins (G)

Charlie Brown and 
company return, in 3-D.

★★★

The Lady in  
the Van

Dir: Nicholas Hytner 
1hr 44mins (PG13)

Maggie Smith  
comes to stay

★★★

  New on DVD and Blu-ray
Mulholland Drive
(Criterion, $23)

“The defining puzzle-
box movie of its 
time”, this David 
Lynch neo-noir enacts 
“a long trip through 
the subconscious”, 
said AVClub .com. 
Naomi Watts plays  
an aspiring film 
starlet, but the movie 

is less a story than “a seamless evocation 
of a dream state”. A new print upgrades 
the originals colours.

Escape From Alcatraz
(Warner, $10)

“Blu-ray brings out 
the grit and grime”  
in one of Clint 
Eastwood’s “best – 
and most overlooked 
– dramas,” said the 
Bergen County,  
Record. Don Siegel 
directs Eastwood in 
this 1979 thriller 

based on the true story of a bank robber 
who was the only man to ever escape the 
island prison.

Inside Out
(Disney, $30)

Pixar’s summer hit 
stands as perhaps the 
first animated 
psychological thriller 
that was fun for the 
whole family, said 
The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. The main 
characters – Joy, Fear, 
Anger, Disgust, and 

Sadness – all exist in the brain of an 
11-year-old girl who has just moved to  
a new home. 
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Erudite, uncompromising 
and – in his own estimation 
– always right, Helmut 
Schmidt, who has died aged 

96, was arguably West Germany’s greatest 
post-war Chancellor. In office in the turbulent 
1970s, he kept the Atlantic relationship alive, 
cracked down on left-wing terror at home, 
and paved the way towards reunification. 
Many Germans found their leaders’ self-
confidence deeply reassuring; others were 
angered by what they perceived as high-handed 
arrogance. Certainly, Schmidt suffered no 
fools, and was imperious in defence of causes 
good and ill, said The Economist. A notoriously 
heavy smoker, who stockpiled 38,000 menthol 
cigarettes in case of a ban, he lit up in meetings, 
on talk shows, and even in non-smoking train 
compartments. “Can you ask Mr Schmidt to put 
his cigarette out?” a passenger once asked the 
conductor. “Would you mind telling him 
yourself?” came the timid reply.

Helmut Schmidt was born in Hamburg in 1918, said The Daily 
Telegraph. His father, a teacher, taught his son the virtues of  
self-discipline; his mother passed on her passion for the arts. 
Although he was quarter Jewish – a fact his family suppressed – 
he joined the Hitler Youth in the Thirties, and fought on the 
western and eastern fronts during the war. Eventually taken 
prisoner by the British, he returned to Hamburg with socialist 
leanings, faultless English, and a strong sense of the importance of 
European integration. By then, he had married Hannelore (Loki), 
whom he had known since he was 10, and had the first of his two 
children – a son who died in infancy. Joining the centre left Social 
Democrat (SDP), Schmidt went to work in city politics, and in 
1953, was elected to the federal parliament, where he became 
known for his fierce debating skills. “Schmidt-Schnauze” – 
Schmidt the Lip – was his nickname. A decade later,  he made his 
name as a Macher, a man of action, when he co-ordinated the 
rescue efforts in the devastating floods of 1962.

In 1974, Chancellor Willy Brandt was forced to 
resign, after one of his top aides was unmasked 
as an East German spy, and Schmidt – who’d by 
then served as defence and finance minister – 
was elected to replace him. His Chancellorship 
coincided with “interesting times”: the world 
was reeling from the OPEC oil crisis; Moscow 
was directing short-range nuclear missiles at 
Europe; the US was turning inwards, following 
its humiliation in Vietnam; and the Red Army 
faction had declared war in Germany. Under 
Schmidt’s guidance, Germany emerged from 
recession better than other industrialised 
countries. He crushed the Baader Meinhoff 
gang; and responded to Russia’s nuclear build-up 
by allowing US Cruise missiles to be sited in 
Germany. This triggered some of the biggest 
protests ever seen in the country. Yet Schmidt 
was no US stooge. He advocated Ostpolitik 
(reconciliation with East Germany); allowed 
himself to be courted by Brezhnev; and – in 
defiance of diplomatic niceties – made it 

abundantly clear that he thought President Carter a complete 
second-rater. In his diary, Carter noted that one of the only good 
things about losing to Ronald Reagan in 1980 was that he’d no 
longer have to deal with the acid-tongued German. 

Schmidt’s high-handed ways proved his undoing: he made 
enemies in his party, and was ousted in 1982. Seven years on, his 
successor, Helmut Kohl, oversaw something that he never thought 
he’d live to see: reunification. Well into his nineties, Schmidt 
remained an intellectual powerhouse, said Von Matthias Naß in 
Die Zeit, the magazine Schmidt co-published, appearing on 
discussion programmes and writing thoughtful, independent-
minded commentaries established him as a beloved elder 
statesman. (He was voted Germany’s best former chancellor in 
2007, and in 2008, it’s “coolest guy”.) In later life, he liked to 
quote Robert Frost: “The woods are lovely, dark and deep, But I 
have promises to keep, And miles to go before I sleep, And miles 
to go before I sleep.” 

Helmut 
Schmidt

1918-2015

When director Steven 
Spielberg asked Melissa 
Mathison to write the  
script for E.T. , she was 

visiting her future husband Harrison Ford on 
the Tunisian set of Spielberg’s Raiders of the 
Lost Ark. “We were driving through the night 
across the desert,” Mathison recalled. 
“Beautiful, empty desert, with this incredibly 
starry sky.” When she finished the screenplay 
about the friendship between a stranded,  
saucer-eyed alien and a suburban California  
boy, “I was in floods of tears”, Mathison said. 
“The big question, though, was, ‘Would anyone 
react the same way?’” They did – and still do. 
The 1982 blockbuster remains an enduring 
cinematic classic, though Mathison later 
described it as simply a “boy-meets-dog story”. 

Mathison “grew up in the Hollywood Hills”, 
said the Los Angeles Times, one of five children born to journalist 
Richard Mathison and his wife, Pegeen. “We weren’t your 
mainstream ’50s family,” she said. “My parents had wonderful, 
eccentric, artistic friends.” One of them was director Francis Ford 
Coppola, who hired a starstruck Mathison as his assistant on The 
Godfather: Part II. “Bringing coffee to Al Pacino was exciting,” 

she recalled. Mathison’s big break – and 
first screenplay credit – came in 1979 
when Coppola, who was producing The 
Black Stallion, asked her to rewrite the 
script about a shipwrecked boy who 
bonds with an Arabian horse. Three years 
later, she earned an Oscar nomination  
for E.T., “one of Hollywood’s signature 
depictions of the anxieties and longings  
of childhood”, said The New York Times. 
Her catchphrase “E.T., phone home” 
became a universal meme “about the  
tug of familiar surroundings and the  
balm of love”. 

Mathison reaped a fortune from her 
percentage of E.T.’s vast merchandising 
revenue, plus some $100 million after she 
and Ford divorced in 2004, “then the 
third-highest settlement in history”, said 

The Guardian. She wrote only a few more scripts, notably for 
Kundun, Martin Scorsese’s 1997 film about the Dalai Lama, 
who became her friend. At her death, Mathison had just 
adapted a Roald Dahl children’s tale, The BFG, for Spielberg  
to direct. “She was more than a writer,” Spielberg said. “She 
was like a partner.”

Melissa
Mathison

1950–2015

Germany’s great post-war Chancellor, and “coolest guy”

Schmidt: Beloved statesman

Mathison: Created a legend

The Hollywood screenwriter who created E.T.
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UAE: Delightful Dubai villas 

International: A chic Morrocan villa and French château

 Dubai: This brand new villa located in the Emirates Hills community offers 
sweeping views over the nearby golf course. The 7-bed residence offers more 
than 2,300sq.m of living space including several large living rooms, multiple 
dining rooms, study room, 3 maid’s room, driver’s quarters, 2 terraces and 4 
balconies. Facilities include private elevator, golf course, 8 allocated parking, 
Jacuzzi, gym and pool area with a barbeque deck. 
Price on application; Luxhabitat  (+971 4) 432 7972.

 France: This beautiful château and gardens is 
located in the picturesque Normandy-Calvados 
region. Dating back to the 16th century, the castle has 
been well-restored and offers more than 1,000sq.m of 
living space including 18 rooms. The paved courtyard 
offers an unobstructed view of the beautiful valleys. 
Outside is a typical French 17th-century garden, 
5-hecatre parks with pond and fountain.  There are 
many outbuildings all around the property including a 
greenhouse, neo-gothic chapel and an orangery. 
$4.7m; Emile Garcin (+33 442) 545 227

 Morocco: This architect-designed villa, 
featured in the latest James Bond movie Spectre, 
can now be yours to buy. The contemporary villa 
named Bianca Dar is located in Marrakech. It 
highlights naturally hued concrete façade, walls 
of expansive glass and steel frameworks 
throughout. The main residence is arranged 
over 2 levels and comprises 2 receptions, a 
sleek fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms and a fitness 
room. A separate guesthouse offers a further  
3 bedrooms and has its own swimming pool. 
The property is surrounded by two hectares  
of parkland with stunning views of the  
Atlas Mountains. 
$4.8m; Emile Garcin Marrakech  
(+212 661) 604 200.
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UK: Beautiful houses with fishing rights

 Dubai: Tastefully designed, this luxurious 7-bedroom 
villa is nestled in the La Avenida community of Arabian 
Ranches. The property has contemporary living spaces, 
including 3 reception rooms, a traditional kitchen, a 
breakfast room, a preparation kitchen and formal dining 
room. There are 5 double en suite bedrooms with one 
located on the ground floor and the remaining 4 spread 
out on the top level. The home boasts beautiful 
landscaped gardens with a relaxing pool, sun terrace and 
patio overlooking the golf course. On-site facilities include 
tennis courts, aerobics studio and childcare centre.
$3.3m; Knight Frank (+971 4) 4267 610.

 Peeblesshire: Elibank Estate, Walkerburn. An estate on 
the River Tweed in the heart of the Scottish Borders, with a 
beat of 2.5kms of single (right) bank salmon and sea trout 
fishing. 7-bed modernised main house, 2-bed integral flat, 
garage, gardens, tennis court, paddocks, parkland, woodland, 
3-bed cottage, informal pheasant shoot, roe deer stalking, 
duck flighting, 214 acres. OIEO 
$3m; Strutt & Parker (+441 31) 226 2500. 

 County Durham: Grove House, Shotley Bridge. A 
Grade II listed Georgian house in an elevated position 
with gardens running down to the River Derwent. The 
owners enjoy fishing rights on the river. Master bed with 
dressing room, 3 further beds, family bath, shower, 2 attic 
beds, breakfast/kitchen, 3 receps, study, hall, utility room 
and pantry, cloakroom, rear hall, garage, gardens, terrace, 
summerhouse, orchard, store, hen house, 3.85 acres. 
$1.3m; Finest Properties (+441 434) 622 234. 
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Houseman

508 Greenwich St., New York, 
US (+1 212) 641 0654

You could order roast chicken  
in 50 reputable New York City 
restaurants before you’re  
served even one as good as 
Houseman’s, said Pete Wells in 
The New York Times. It’s 
nothing elaborate – “half a bird, 
with parsley salad scattered on 
top” – but chefs Ned Baldwin 
and Adam Baumgart understand 
the pleasure we take from 
honest, perfectly prepared food, 
and their ethic shows. They 
begin by weighing each chicken 
before deciding how much salt 
to rub into its skin, and the result 
is invariably irresistible – “juicy 
in every flap and joint”. This 
isn’t meat you pick at; “you 
throw yourself at it until there’s 
nothing left.” Similar ardour is 
inspired by most of the other 
food on Houseman’s short, 
changing menu. Sure, the $17 
burger deserves a better bun and 
an $85 poached striped bass for 
two should never be overcooked, 
“as mine was”. But Houseman 
is “still a young restaurant, with 
room to grow”, and Baldwin 
and Baumgart number among a 
rare breed. “Many chefs have ideas about how to cook.  
The really good ones have ideas about how to eat.” 

Nola Eatery and  
Social House

Jumeirah Lake Towers, Cluster P, 
Armada Blue Bay Hotel, Dubai, 
UAE, +971 4399 8155

A slice of New Orleans has arrived 
in the desert, said Stacie Overton 
Johnson in The National. Straight 
from Lousiana’s capital of jazz, 
Nola Eatery and Social House is 
filled with “vintage décor, a casual 
atmosphere”, and at the weekend 
“a saxophonist fills the restaurant 
with New Orleans jazz”. On the 
menu there’s “Lousiana crab cakes, 
seafood jambalayas, muffuletta 
sandwiches, Creole meatballs, 
Bayou shrimp beignets and a 
turkey burger covered in the 
restaurants signature relish”. 
Although Nola offers food from 
America’s deep south “the dishes 
have a healthier, modern take – for 
example Nola’s version of southern 
fried chicken is “oven-baked Cajun 
cornflake-crusted chicken served 
with a courgette and parmesan 
waffle”.  You’ll also find 
empanadas on the menu “stuffed 
with spicy black-eyed peas and 
mozzarella; a hot spinach cheese 
dip served with a French baguette 
and prawn tagliolini”. It’s tough to 
find famous New Orleans dishes 

outside of Louisiana” but now Nola is bringing that – all the way 
in the Middle East.

The Surf Café Dubai

 Jumeirah Beach Road, near Umm Suqeim Park, Dubai,  
UAE,  thesurfcafedubai.com

 
If Surf Café Dubai had a dress code “it would be strictly sea 
salt chic”, said What’s On Dubai. “It’s like an active wear 

photo shoot in there, with boardshorts and leggings as 
standard. It’s casual and hip with just a dash of Bondi Beach 

swagger.” The interior is “industrial” broken up with 
“colourful Ruben Sanchez paintings”. The star of the café, 

however, is “a new sushi bar on the ground floor”.  Here you 
can sit and watch “a pair of sushi pros work their magic on an 

authentic menu that includes sashimi and maki sets plus 
signature carpaccios and tartares”. The best dish of the meal 

was “the glorious Japanese scallops”. In a city where high-end 
sushi restaurants reign supreme, “it’s a breath of fresh air to 

stumble upon such a strong causal sushi counter”.

Tabbouleh is a staple Middle Eastern 
salad that lends itself to many different 
flavours and textures, said Ellie Krieger 
in The Washington Post. The building 
blocks – cracked bulgur wheat, mint, 
parsley, oil, and lemon – don’t change. 
But adding shredded beets and carrots 
bring to the dish plenty of crunch  
and colour, plus a “subtle, earthy- 
sweet flavour.”

Recipe of the week 
Tabbouleh

• 1 cup medium-coarse bulgur
• 1½ cups finely chopped fresh  

flat-leaf parsley 
• 1 large carrot, peeled and shredded
• 1 medium raw beet, peeled  

and shredded
• 1⁄3 cup diced red onion
• 1⁄3 cup finely chopped fresh mint 
• ¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
• ¼ cup fresh lemon juice  

(from 1 or 2 lemons) 
• ½ to ¾ tsp salt
• ½ tsp freshly ground black pepper

Cook the bulgur according to the 
directions on the package. Drain excess 
liquid, then allow bulgur to cool. (You 
can prep remaining ingredients in  
the meantime.) 

Transfer the bulgur to a large bowl. Add 
the parsley, carrot, beet, onion and mint, 

then toss to incorporate. Whisk together 
oil, lemon juice, salt and pepper in a small 
bowl to form an emulsified dressing. Pour 
over bulgur mixture and toss well to coat. 
Cover and refrigerate at least 1 hour (and 
up to 4 days) to allow the flavours to meld. 
Bring tabbouleh to the table chilled or 
at room temperature. Serves 6.

Tabbouleh with a twist: A textured salad 
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Bucharest’s surprising charms
Bucharest is unlikely to win many 
beauty contests, says Norm Longley in 
The Guardian. But first-time visitors to 
the Romanian capital might be surprised 
by its cosmopolitan vibe. Although 
Soviet-era concrete blocks dominate the 
skyline, some wonderful art-nouveau 
buildings survive among them; and in 
the Old Town, some “agreeably tatty” 
properties are being slowly renovated. 
But for a real idea of how Romanians 
lived, go to The National Village Museum. 
This features examples of vernacular 
architecture from all over the country. 

There are windmills, churches and workshops, and “ingenious” pit homes, or bordei – the 
subterranean dwellings many Romanians called home in the sixth century. National 
Village Museum entry $3 (muzeul-satului.ro).

Jumping off a cliff in Colombia
It’s not easy to float on thermals. 
But in Colombia, it’s rather different – 
and there is a paragliding school in 
Bucaramanga, where they promise 
to teach beginners to fly in just 10 
days, says Simon Parker in The 
Independent. The city is set on a 
high plateau, and enjoys a pleasant 
microclimate which ensures, on 
average, 350 flying days a year. 
Tuition begins on terra firma, but 
it’s not long before you’re being 
urged to sprint off the edge of a 
cliff. A few “lurching strides” and 
you’re airborne, “soaring silently above a tree-lined valley”, the Andes looming ahead as 
you bump through the rising thermals. A few “shaky minutes” later and the “dusty, sun-
scorched earth” rushes up to meet you at an alarming rate. As feet “make contact with 
ground”, there’s a welcome sense of relief. Colombia Paragliding has 10-day courses for 
about $990 (colombiaparagliding.com).

Kanazawa has long been “a travel 
blind spot” for many visitors to Japan, 
said Jenna Scatena in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. This 16th-century samurai 
city, home to hundreds of traditional 
artisans as well as a vibrant 
contemporary art scene, is a popular 
vacation destination for the Japanese. 
But few international travellers know  
of its low-key charms, in part because 
Kanazawa has never been easy to reach. 
Located on Honshu’s west coast and 
wedged between the Sea of Japan and 
the Japanese Alps, Kanazawa was until 
recently a five-hour train trip from 
Tokyo. But a new bullet-train line has 
cut that journey in half, and a window 
seat “offers a time-lapse view of the 
region”. Tokyo’s sprawl morphs into river-fed rice paddies and then 
flat expanses of farmland “where, in the fall, orange persimmons pile 
beneath the trees quicker than people can gather them”.

After arriving at Kanazawa’s glistening new train terminal, I headed 
to the Ishikawa Prefectural Museum of Traditional Arts and Crafts 
to immerse myself in the work of the region’s acclaimed artisans. I 
marvelled at displays of swords, fireworks, taiko drums and 
Yamanaka lacquerware – wood carved impossibly thin, then 
rubbed with lacquer and turned into elegant serving trays, 

tiered boxes, and utensils for tea 
ceremonies. “There are not many 
places in this city that art has not 
touched.” As I meandered through the 
Nagamachi quarter, past latticework 
houses that were once the homes of 
samurai, every other building seemed 
to house a craft store or small museum. 
At the Yasue Gold Leaf museum, 
artisans roll and hammer the precious 
metal until it’s one-millionth of a 
millimetre thick. At the Confectionery 
Wooden Mould Museum, the walls are 
lined with the intricate moulds used to 
make rakugan hard candies.

Artistry isn’t just found indoors in Kana-
zawa: It touches the natural world, in 

places like the Kenroku-en Garden. Designed in the 1600s as part  
of the Kanazawa Castle grounds, the garden is utterly unlike the 
overstuffed show-places of the West. Plants aren’t laid out along 
straight axes, and there is no “grandiose” focal point. In fact, the 
artistry in this garden was “not about how it looked at all, but how  
it felt walking through it – the varying experiences different 
serpentine paths offered, and the little surprises along the journey”.

At Sumiyoshiya (sumiyoshi-ya.com), a 300-year-old inn, rooms 
start at $50.

Getting the flavour of…
Grand Hotel Tremezzo
Lake Como, Italy
Almost everything about this 
105-year-old property “seems 
straight out of a fairy tale,” said 
Kristin Tice Studeman in W 
magazine. From the sweeping 
views of the surrounding Alps to 
the grand art nouveau decor, 
Grand Hotel Tremezzo is “nothing 
short of dreamy.” But perhaps its 
most magical feature is the newly 
renovated, 10,000-square-foot 
T Spa, located next to the main 
palace in the 18th-century Villa 
Emilia. With a Turkish bath,  
an infinity pool overlooking Lake 
Como, and an extensive range  
of indulgent treatments, it’s the 
perfect place to relax and enjoy  
la dolce vita.
grandhoteltremezzo.com;  
doubles from $493

Hotel of the week

A gathering spot in the Kenroku-en Garden

This week’s dream: Kanazawa, Japan’s city of artisans
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Gulf business
Emaar Properties has 
started its third 
project in Jeddah. The 
development, called 
Emaar Residence, will 
be in the Jeddah Gate 
area. It will have 283 
apartments and 

penthouses in three towers. Each flat will 
have between one and four bedrooms, 
and range from 70 to 300 square metres 
in size. 
Qatar Airways is eyeing out London’s 
Gatwick airport. According to reports, the 
Arabian Gulf’s second biggest airline is 
considering the hub because slots at 
Heathrow are difficult to obtain. The 
company also increased its capacity at 
Heathrow this week, by replacing its 
40-business-seat Airbus A319 with a 
Boeing 787 service which has 254 
economy seats. 
Falling land value in the Business Bay 
area of Dubai means that the zone is 
becoming the new go-to destination for 
cheaper office space. “Land values in 
Business Bay have come down slightly to 
about $60 to $95 per square foot. All of a 
sudden what that means is the viability of 
some projects that had previously stalled 
has now improved significantly,” said 
Faisal Durrani, Cluttons’ global head of 
research at Cluttons property consultancy. 
As F1 fans from all over world are set to 
descend on the UAE’s capital this week, 
Al Bateen Executive Airport, which caters 
to private jets, has said it is expecting a 
20% increase in private jet aviation traffic 
compared with the same period last year, 
which had 200 aircraft movements.

Marriott International: World’s largest hotel company 
Marriott International announced this week it will buy Starwood Hotels & Resorts, 
creating the world’s largest hotel company, said Hugo Martin in the Los Angeles Times. 
The combined Marriott-Starwood will have 5,500 hotels and 1.1 million rooms in 
more than 100 countries, and encompass 30 hotel brands, including Ritz-Carlton, 
JW Marriott, Courtyard, St. Regis, W, Sheraton and Westin. If the deal ultimately 
closes, it “could trigger more mergers as rivals jockey to compete”, with hoteliers like 
InterContinental and Hilton likely to explore joining forces with smaller companies 
to keep pace with the new hospitality behemoth. “The deal comes at a heady time for 
hotels,” said The Economist. After weathering the recession, hoteliers have seen revenue 
per room rise over the past five years, and occupancy rates this year are expected to 
reach their highest level since 1981. But “hotels face relentless change online”. Airbnb 
offers more rooms than even the combined Marriott-Starwood; online travel agencies 
also take a “hefty cut” from hoteliers, and price-comparison sites make it difficult to 
raise prices. The deal could help Marriott fend off these online challenges, enabling it to 
invest in new technology, “from customer apps to software that predicts demand”.

European airlines: Hit by Paris attacks
More than $2.13bn was wiped off shares in European travel and hotel companies 
after the Paris attacks, said The Guardian. Shares in Air France-KLM, Thomas Cook 
and others fell sharply on fears that the atrocities “would hit tourism and consumer 
confidence across the continent”. Yet easyJet was determined not to let this “rain on 
its parade”, said Rachel Savage in Management Today. Despite a turbulent year – 
including a French strike and two fires at Rome’s Fiumicino airport – it announced 
record full-year profits, up 18.6% to $1.04bn. CEO Carolyn McCall made no 
mention of either the Russian plane downed over Egypt or the Paris tragedy: both 
happened after the company’s 30 September year-end. There may, however, be “a 
financial hit” from Sharm el-Sheikh next year thanks to the suspension of flights and 
the evacuation of stranded passengers. These results reflect “the continued strength of 
low-cost airlines as they take market share from flag carriers with high legacy costs”, 
said Jonathan Guthrie on FT.com

Bloom properties: Stalling in Iraq?
UAE-based development company Bloom properties has said it has slowed down plans 
to build 40,000 homes in Iraq, “because of conflict in the country”, reported The 
National.  The company, which is a subsidiary of the Abu Dhabi National Holding 
group, said that it had “completed all design work and won necessary approvals to 
build homes in the holy city of Karbala”, but was putting the project on hold until the 
country had stabilised. The agreement to develop the housing project was originally 
signed in 2013 at a time when the Iraqi government was “offering generous incentives 
to property developers to come and build much-needed housing”, prior to the rise of 
ISIL in the country. “We will not [continue] until we can make sure that the project 
is safe and the areas is safe. The area is safe overall, but because of the overarching 
situation in Iraq we have decided to postpone construction,” Imad Mroueh, the director 
of construction at Bloom, said.

Rolls-Royce: Trouble in aerospace
Last week, Rolls-Royce put out “another 
devastating profit warning” – the fifth in 
two years – citing weakness in its aerospace 
and marine businesses, said Robert Lea in 
The Times. Britain’s aerospace and defence 
industry “has lurched into crisis”, BAE 
Systems announced the loss of hundreds of 
jobs in Lancashire because of a lack of 
orders for the Eurofighter Typhoon. The 
Rolls-Royce warning wiped 23% off shares 
in two days, noted Tara Cunningham in The 
Daily Telegraph. The credit-ratings agency 
Fitch, which has slashed the engine-maker’s 
outlook to “negative”, warns there may be 
worse to come.

It’s striking how “far and fast” Rolls-Royce – once “the poster 
child for British manufacturing” – has fallen, said James Moore 
in The Independent. The new CEO, Warren East, may be 
“indulging in a little kitchen-sinking” – executives in his position 

always do. But it’s clear Rolls has taken its 
eye off the ball in terms of costs and 
strategy. A lot of managers are going to lose 
their jobs – “no bad thing given the state the 
company has got itself into”.  

Rolls-Royce isn’t actually in “serious trouble”, 
said Dominic O’Connell in The Sunday 
Times. A big order book and a loyal user 
base should see it through “a turbulent 
period of rein vention”. But is East, a former 
boss of ARM, the right man? asked Jeremy 
Warner in The Sunday Telegraph. There’s a 
difference between running an iPhone chip 
designer and manu facturing “complex” 

aircraft engines. He needs to be “careful in his promised 
rationalisation” of “the crown jewel of British industry”– and 
should “resist calls” from activist invest ors to divest critical parts 
of the business. “Chinese pretenders would kill to get their 
hands on RR’s technology and expertise.”  

East: “Indulging in kitchen-sinking”
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Activist shareholders may not deserve their reputation as “hit-and-run” 
investors after all, said Andrew Ross Sorkin. “If you listen to CEOs 
and politicians on the stump these days, you would get the sense that 
most activists are dangerous quick-buck artists,” buying up large stakes 
in public companies and agitating for changes to boost the company’s 
short-term stock market value. They then sell quickly at a profit, to the 
detriment of companies’ long-term futures. But compared with the 
average investor, activists actually “look like Rip Van Winkle”. In 
2014, the average stock was held by ordinary and institutional 
investors for a little less than two years; mutual fund managers turned 
over their portfolios every year and a half. By contrast, famed 
“corporate raider” Carl Icahn’s average holding period for a stock is 
more than three years. Nelson Peltz’s hedge fund Trian, which has 
pushed for changes at Heinz and DuPont, holds its investments for an 
average of three years. For companies where Trian takes board seats, 
stocks are held even longer. None of this excuses activists’ more brazen 
tactics for engineering short-term spikes in a company’s value. But if 
advocates are serious about getting activists to think long-term, they 
should probably start by “persuading the rest of us to do the same”. 

Global trade is “stagnating” – with worrying implications, say 
Heather Stewart and Fergus Ryan. Indeed, many economists 
believe that the sharp fall-off in trade, driven by China, is a 
harbinger of a worldwide recession. But what’s causing it? The 
OECD blames the slowdown in emerging markets led by China; 
this, it says, has been “particularly damaging” because it comes 
at a time when advanced economies in Europe and Japan aren’t 
growing robustly enough to drive growth. But the think tank 
Global Trade Alert says another factor is at work: “a creeping rise 
in protectionism”. After the financial crisis, the G20 pledged not 
to resort to the kind of tit-for-tat protectionism that followed the 
1929 crash; but, as Global Trade Alert points out, “there have 
been a flurry of more subtle manoeuvres” – restricting public 
procurement to domestic firms, for instance, and “tightening 
regulations to raise the bar against imports”. If true, the downturn 
may be best read not as a warning signal about global demand 
“but as a measure of the fragility of globalisation”.

For years, the art market has seemed immune from outside 
turmoil – “a safe haven for cash when other investments were 
yielding feeble returns”, says Georgina Adams. That has led to 
soaring prices for works by “brand name” artists, driven higher 
by an influx of new collectors from China and the Gulf states 
(many of whom have private museums to fill) and by cut-throat 
competition from the big auction houses. In 2014, global sales of 
art and antiques hit a record $55bn, up 7% on the previous year. 
But has the market now peaked? Certainly, there are signs of a 
slowdown: in New York last week, major sales delivered some 
“stellar prices”, but also some “significant flops”. A Modigliani 
broke records, but works by “blue-chip” artists including Lucian 
Freud, Mark Rothko and even Monet either failed to sell, or fell 
short of target  – and total sales are down on last year. With 
turmoil in the Middle East, a likely rise in US interest rates and 
a cooling Chinese economy, external events may finally be 
affecting the market – “but it is correcting, not collapsing”.

“Businesses have always told stories about their products”, but 
of late they’ve become “particularly verbose”, says The Economist. 
Why? Because branding experts have told them that “in an age of 
doubt and mistrust”, what the public is yearning for is “authenticity”. 
Surveys back this up. According to a Havas poll, North American 
consumers only trust about a fifth of brands; in Europe, people are 
less sceptical, but are particularly wary of big brands. At the same 
time, consumers are now more concerned about the quality of what 
they buy, and more sceptical of marketing gimmicks. Inevitably, some 
marketers will aim simply to build a phoney sense of authenticity 
around their products, and that can work. But the true winners will 
be the firms that produce goods with “real-world qualities” that 
competitors lack. Just ask America’s craft drinks companies: they’ve 
almost doubled their market share in five years because consumers 
have turned their backs on the “pallid swill” pumped out by mass-
market companies, in search of something that seems more 
handcrafted, more individual, more… authentic.

Norbert Borszcz
Norbert Borszcz, the manager 
of InterContinental Jeddah 
(pictured), has been working 
in hospitality for more than 30 
years, having started his 
career as trainee in the kitchen 
of Maritim Hotel in Germany. 
After several years working in 
hotel restaurants, he worked 
his way up to becoming Food 
and Beverage manager of 
InterContinental in the Saudi 
Arabian city of Jeddah in 
2009, before being promoted 
to direct  F&B the following 
year and promoted to hotel 
manager in 2013. Reflecting 
on his success, he told Gulf 
Business that he believes it is 
important not to focus on 
salary too much in the 
beginning. “People in their 
20s and 30s should take their 
time to learn. Just make a 
start and enjoy your work 
because that way, in the 
future, you will become  
a master at what you do,” 
he said.

Gopichand Hinduja
Every six weeks a technician 
flies from Venice to London 
to clean the 130-lightbulb 
Murano chandelier in 
Gopichand Hinduja’s 
mansion on Carlton House 
Terrace, says The Times. But 
last week the billionaire was 
expecting another visitor – 
the Indian PM, Narendra 
Modi. Modi’s visit is well-
timed. Trade ties between 
Britain and India still don’t 
match their potential, 
Hinduja says, and he has 
personally raised the issue 
of Britain’s strict student 
visa policy with UK Home 
Sec retary Theresa May. Back 
in 2001, when Hinduja and 
his brothers were the toast 
of the Labour glitterati, they 
had a few problems with 
passports themselves. But 
his devotion to Britain is not 
in doubt. Outside the front 
door of his house stands 
“a large statue of Queen 
Victoria staring watchfully 
over the courtyard where he 
parks his Bentley”.

Has the art 
market finally 
peaked?
Georgina Adams

Financial Times

A worrying 
stagnation in 
global trade
Heather Stewart and 
Fergus Ryan

The Observer

Activists
take the
long view
Andrew Ross Sorkin

The New York Times

The quest for 
“authenticity”, 
real or faked 
Schumpeter

The Economist
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Energy Assets Group
The Daily Telegraph
Energy Assets installs smart 
electricity and gas meters for 
industry. Rental fees are 
guaranteed by blue-chip names 
such as British Gas and 
npower, debt is reducing and 
legislation should support 
steady growth. Buy. 507p. 

Gym Group
The Mail on Sunday
This low-cost, fl exible-
membership fi tness club has 
plenty of potential. Shares have 
done well since fl oating earlier 
this month, revenues are 
doubling and there are plans 
for up to 20 new clubs per 
year. Buy. 202.5p.

Premier Oil
The Times
Premier is well placed to 
weather the low oil price. It’s 
cutting costs and is cash 
generative, and has confi rmed 
this year’s production forecasts. 
But progress will be slow long 
term. Buy. 69.5p. 

Prudential
The Times
Thanks to Asia’s growing 
middle class, demand for 
Prudential’s insurance and 
saving products is rising. 
Business in the UK and US 
looks solid, and strong fi nances 
mean the dividend is secure. 
Shares look cheap.
Buy. £14.90.

Smurfi t Kappa Group
Investors Chronicle
The Irish corrugated-packaging 
giant is the market leader in a 
thriving industry. Impressive 
results reveal a 14% profi ts 
rise, it has an excellent track 
record and it is strongly cash 
generative. Deserves a 
re-rating. Buy. s26.05. 

Vodafone Group
The Daily Telegraph
The mobile phone operator has 
returned to growth following 
the Verizon sale. Infrastructure 
spending is coming to an end, 
so cash generation will 
improve, and the growth of 4G 
customers continues. Yields 
5.3%. Buy. 222.8p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

BTG
Investors Chronicle
The pharma group is still 
trying to get its new varicose- 
vein treatment, Varithena, off 
the ground in the US. 
Regulatory problems could 
mean a two-year wait. Shares 
have fallen 22% since July. 
Cut your losses. Sell. 517p, 

Dignity
The Times
The funeral director’s 
revenues are up 16% thanks 
to effi ciencies and gaining 
market share through 
acquisition. But shares have 
risen a long way and there’s 
no cash return imminent: take 
profi ts. Sell. £25.10.

Eckoh
Shares
This fast-growing voice 
recognition and secure 
payments fi rm has locked 
down patents on a key 
fraud-prevention technology. 
Shares, however, are priced 
for perfection. Sell. 42.5p.

Indivior
Investors Chronicle
Indivior, the pharma that was 
spun out of consumer goods 
giant Reckitt Benckiser, faces 
increasing pricing pressure. Its 
fl agship drug, Suboxone, is 
threatened by generic 
competitors; and revenues and 
profi ts are declining.
Sell. 195p.

Just Eat
The Sunday Times
Just Eat has ridden the boom 
in online takeaway deliveries 
“with some aplomb” – shares 
are up 60% since its 2014 
fl oat and it makes impressive 
profi ts. But Amazon and Uber 
have competitive ambitions. 
Cash in. Sell. 426.6p. 

Shanks Group
Investors Chronicle
The waste management 
operator is suffering tough 
trading in Dutch and Belgian 
markets, and the troubled oil 
and gas sector continues to 
hamper revenues. Debt is high 
and margins are still 
depressed. Sell. 95p.

Directors’ dealings

TalkTalk

 The data breach sent shares 
in the telecom group 

spiralling to a two-year low.  
At the fi rst sign of recovery, 
CEO Dido Harding increased 
her stake, investing £100,000. 

It marks her fi rst trade, fi ve 
years into the job.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
Real Estate Investors

Daily Mail
up 7.32% to 66p

Worst tip
Nanoco

Daily Mail
down 41.72% to 42.69p

Market view
“The macroeconomic 

consequences of terrorist 
attacks tend to be limited… [in 

Madrid and London in 2004 
and 2005] households and 
businesses demonstrated 
remarkable equanimity.”

Malcolm Barr of JP Morgan. 
Quoted in the FT
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Market summary
     

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

17 Nov 2015 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 6268.76 6275.28 –0.10%
FTSE All-share UK 3441.97 3444.31 –0.07%
Dow Jones 17576.98 17708.57 –0.74%
NASDAQ 5017.27 5067.24 –0.98%
Nikkei 225 19630.63 19671.26 –0.21%
Hang Seng 22264.25 22401.70 –0.61%
Gold 1079.20 1087.10 –0.73%
Brent Crude Oil 43.73 47.66 –8.25%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 3.93% 3.94%  
UK 10-year gilts yield 1.98 2.03
US 10-year Treasuries 2.30 2.33
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) –0.1% (Oct) –0.1% (Sep) 

0.8% (Sep) 
+8.6% (Sep)

Latest RPI (yoy) 0.7% (Oct) 
Halifax house price (yoy) +9.7% (Oct)

£1 STERLING        $1.523   g1.426   ¥187.737

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares  Key numbers for investors  Best and worst performing shares  Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
BAE Systems 473.80 +8.17
BT Group 492.90 +5.89
AstraZeneca 4397.00 +5.80
Intertek Group 2646.00 +4.42
Hargreaves Lansdown 1498.00 +4.32

FALLS
Rolls-Royce Holdings 555.00 –17.41
Glencore 88.83 –15.44
Anglo American 431.00 –12.35
Sainsbury (J) 248.40 –8.88
BHP Billiton 877.10 –7.33
BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Kimberly Enterprises 0.27 +120.00
DX (Group) 22.75 –73.31
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 17 Nov (pm)
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ENERGIZING  
WORKPLACES WHILE 
TRANSFORMING LIVES.

Contact us to know more about our Corporate Fitness and 
Wellness Program:
28th Floor - Omniyat Tower - Business Bay - Dubai
+971 4 3699940
JBC 3 - Cluster Y - Jumeirah Lake Towers (Opening Soon)
info@elevationfitness.ae      www.elevationfitness.ae

Exercise improves mental health 
by helping the brain cope better
with stress and impacts work 
performance positively.
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There is a new Lord 
Lucan. The last one 
disappeared 41 years ago, 
after his children’s nanny 
was found battered to 
death in his London home. 
Now he has been legally 
pronounced “presumed 
dead”, allowing his son and 
heir, the 48-year-old George 
Bingham, to claim the title 
of 8th Earl of Lucan.

But is Lord “Lucky” 
Lucan really dead? His 
disappearance is probably 
the most enduring murder 
mystery of the past half- 
century. Scotland Yard 
detectives, bounty-
hunters, journalists, TV 
documentary makers and 
conmen have sought him 
around the world, and 
several dozen phoney 
Lucans have been paraded 
before a gullible public 
and media as the genuine 
article. The most popular 
theory is that he was 
somehow smuggled out of Britain by his rich gambling friends 
James Goldsmith and John Aspinall – a view fanned by the refusal 
of both men to discuss it publicly in their lifetimes. Based on 
lengthy conversations with Goldsmith, whose biography I 
published in 1991, and with Aspinall, whom I saw a lot of in 
South Africa (we were neighbours in Cape Town), I have put 
together my own version of the story.

It starts in Acapulco, in Mexico, where on 26 February, 1973, 
Annabel Birley threw a 40th birthday party for Goldsmith [her 
lover, and later husband]. Many of the so-called Clermont Club 
gambling set were there, 
including Aspinall, who (as well 
as Howletts zoo) owned the 
club, in Berkeley Square. The 
other guests teased the stiff and 
awkward Lucan for wearing drill 
shorts and khaki shirts on the 
beach, and he took it in good part. But Lucan was deeply 
depressed – he was getting divorced and was in the middle of 
a long and bitter battle with his estranged wife, Veronica, over 
custody of their three children. Sitting by the pool with Annabel, he 
poured out his heart, mostly about how he could not bear to live 
without the children. 

By that stage he was a sad creature, although in his prime he 
had been described as “a man of enormous presence and  
beauty”. Lucan came from a family of impoverished Anglo-Irish 
landowners and was descended from the 3rd Earl of Lucan, who 
fatefully ordered the Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle of 
Balaclava. After Eton, Lucan had joined the Coldstream Guards, 
then got a job in a minor City bank earning $760 a year, and 

then, after a $30,000 win 
at baccarat chemin de fer 
in 1960, taken up serious 
gambling. It was not 
long before he had lost 
everything. But Aspinall 
liked to have him around 
as a “house player”, which 
meant he played for free, 
reckoning his good looks 
and charm encouraged the 
seriously big gamblers.

For two years, the Lucans 
waged war over custody  
of the children. Lucan 
claimed his wife was 
unstable, and expected 
the courts to agree. They 
did not – and when they 
ruled against him, Lucan 
no longer had the money 
to fight on. In October 
1974, Lucan turned up at 
Goldsmith’s house in Paris. 
He needed a loan, he said, 
to “buy” his children 
away from his wife. Would 
Goldsmith lend him 
$15,000? Goldsmith had 

an almost morbid superstition about lending people money, 
reckoning that nothing destroyed a friendship faster. “I won’t  
lend it to you. I’ll give you the money,” he replied.

Lucan, however, insisted he did not want charity, just short-term 
help. In the end they agreed that Goldsmith would guarantee a 
loan from the Midland Bank, and Lucan left for London to go 
back into the courts – where he lost yet again. For weeks 
afterwards, the only subject he could talk about was the children. 
“He was obsessed by it,” one friend said later. “And he really 
hated his wife.”

It was probably about this time 
that Lucan concocted a scheme 
that he believed was the only 
way he could ever get custody – 
he would murder his wife. His 
alibi would be the Clermont 

Club, where he spent every evening but where he would not be 
missed if he slipped away for an hour or so. Rather than use his 
own, well-known car, he borrowed a Ford from a friend and 
parked it outside the club, ready to drive secretly around to his 
family home 10 minutes away in Lower Belgrave Street. He 
managed to acquire – no one knows from where – a large US 
mailbag big enough to stuff a body into, and some lead piping, 
which he taped to avoid leaving fingerprints. This would be the 
murder weapon.

He knew the routine well in what had been his home. Thursday 
was the nanny’s night off and his wife would be alone with the 
children, who would be asleep by 9pm. At that time, regular as 
clockwork, his wife had a cup of tea before going to bed. It was 
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usually made by the nanny, Sandra 
Rivett, in the downstairs kitchen but 
on Thursdays, Veronica Lucan had to 
do it for herself.

Lucan still had his house keys and 
planned to let himself into the kitchen 
through the basement door, remove 
the light bulb at the bottom of the 
stairs, wait for his wife to come down, 
and kill her with the lead piping. He 
would then bundle her body into the 
mailbag and, leaving the way he had 
come, put it into the boot of the 
borrowed car. There would be no 
trace of an intruder, no sign of 
disturbance, and his wife would 
simply have disappeared. 

He booked a table at the Clermont  
for 9.30pm and invited some guests, 
clearly expecting to have done the deed, driven the car with its 
bloodied victim in the boot back to Berkeley Square, and be in 
time for dinner as if nothing had happened. He would then 
dispose of the body, probably to a watery grave.

The first part of the plan worked perfectly. Just after 9pm, Lucan, 
after making sure he was seen around the club during the evening, 
was in the kitchen, the light bulb removed, lead piping and 
mailbag at the ready. Bang on time, the door at the top of the 
stairs opened. A figure tried unsuccessfully to switch on the light 
and then came uncertainly down the steps. Lucan leapt out and 
hit her on the head, but he was not very good at it and he had to 
strike again and again. By the time she was finally inert, there was 
blood all over the kitchen walls.

He was stuffing the body into the mailbag when a chilling voice at 
the top of the stairs called: “Sandra, what’s happening down 
there?” It was his wife, very much alive. The woman he had just 
bludgeoned to death, with a 
similar build and size, was the 
nanny. Lady Lucan later told the 
police that she had heard a noise 
in the basement, had gone down 
to investigate and been grabbed 
by the throat and beaten about 
the head. She had realised the assailant was her husband, fought 
back and the two struggled on the stairs for some time while she 
tried to reason with him. Finally, as he calmed down and wept, 
begging her forgiveness, she persuaded him to let her get a cloth 
to wipe off the blood flowing from her head, and then she dashed 
for the front door.

Veronica ran to The Plumbers Arms pub, blood pouring from her 
head, burst through the door and shouted: “He’s in the house… 
the children are in the house… he’s murdered the nanny.” She 
then collapsed. In the basement of her house, police found the 
nanny’s battered body, which had been pushed roughly into the 
mailbag, one arm still hanging out. Nearby was a piece of lead 
piping wrapped in tape, dripping with blood. The intruder, Lady 
Lucan told the police, was her husband. Within minutes a 
countrywide search had been put in motion.

At midnight Lucan rang his mother, the dowager countess, 
mumbling incoherently that there had been a “terrible 
catastrophe” and there was “blood and mess” all over the place 
at Belgrave Street. Could she go straight there and look after the 
children? Then he drove to Sussex to the home of Ian Maxwell-
Scott, an old gambling friend of both Aspinall and Goldsmith’s. 
Maxwell-Scott was not there, but his wife, Susan, was. She gave 
Lucan whisky and tranquillisers and he wrote – and posted – 
three letters, including one to his brother-in-law, Bill Shand Kydd, 
describing how he had surprised an intruder in the house. “The 

circumstantial evidence against me  
is strong, in that V will say it was  
all my doing, and I will lie doggo  
for a while…”

The car Lucan was driving was found 
parked in Newhaven a day later. In 
the boot was a piece of lead piping, 
also wrapped in tape, identical to the 
murder weapon. There was no sign of 
Lucan, but later that day a writ was 
issued for his arrest on suspicion of 
murder. In the weeks and months that 
followed, there were reported 
sightings of him everywhere. In 
January 1975 he was spotted in 
Melbourne; then he was seen driving 
along the M1 in a Morris Minor; he 
bought roses from a flower seller in 
Covent Garden on the same day; he 
was recognised boarding a plane, 

catching a train, getting into a taxi…

Lady Osborne (Aspinall’s mother, and [British Chancellor] George 
Osborne’s grandmother) sparked another rumour when she told 
Scotland Yard that the last she had heard of Lucan, “he was being 
fed to the tigers in my son’s zoo”. Police, sirens blaring, descended 
on the Howletts Wild Animal Park in Kent, where a contemp-
tuous Aspinall told them: “My tigers are only fed the choicest cuts 
– do you really think they’re going to eat stringy old Lucky?”

The hunt went on, becoming wider and wider. By 1976, Lucky 
Lucan was said to be in Zimbabwe, after which, in quick 
succession, he turned up in South Africa, Mozambique and, by 
1977, Brazil. Then he was spotted backpacking on Mount Etna, 
working as a waiter in San Francisco, in a casino in Botswana, 
fishing in the Seychelles, living as a hippie folk singer in Goa – and 
even employed as Saddam Hussein’s double (he was a head taller 
than Saddam but they both had moustaches).

So what did happen to Lucan?  
In my conversations with 
Goldsmith, he wearily denied 
any suggestion of involvement, 
although he was convinced 
Lucan was dead. “He was so 

English, the idea of him living anywhere else except England is 
absurd. The belief that he’s still alive is just as absurd. He was a 
murderer because he went mad under the pressure, and because 
he loved his children so much. But I don’t think his code would 
have allowed him to do anything except fall on his sword once he 
realised what he had done.”

Aspinall gave much the same reply, adding that should he ever see 
Lucan again: “I would embrace him.” When the interviewer Lynn 
Barber asked if he thought it was right for someone to murder his 
wife, he replied: “Certainly – if she’s behaving in a bad way.” He 
had a bronze bust made which he placed in his Aspinall’s club, in 
Curzon Street (successor to the Clermont), with the inscription: 
“John, 7th Earl of Lucan, who gambled his wife to protect his 
children.” It is still there.

Over the years, I have met and talked to most of the Clermont  
set, long suspected of a conspiracy of silence to protect the earl.  
It took me some time to work out that, in fact, they did not know 
much more than anyone else. But they had one view in common; 
Lucan was dead. All were agreed on that. The most likely answer 
to the mystery is that Lucan was probably dead, by his own hand, 
within hours of the killing, wading into the sea off Newhaven or 
dropping off the ferry and letting the sea embrace him.

A longer version of this article first appeared in The Sunday 
Times. © The Sunday Times/News Syndication. 

Lady Lucan returns home following her husband’s trial 

“Then he was spotted backpacking on Mount 
Etna, living as a hippy folk singer in Goa – and 
even employed as Saddam Hussein’s double”
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Charity of the week

UAE Dolphin Project
The UAE Dolphin Project is a non-profit initiative dedicated to investigating 
the dolphin population along the UAE coastline to provide scientific 
information and to support the conservation of these local marine species. 
This is done through the implementation of a research programme, as 
well as running a media campaign and educational programmes involving 
the public and private organisations. The ultimate goal is to promote the 
conservation of dolphin species and the local marine environment.

To find out more visit wp.uaedolphinproject.org

Available at all leading bookshops and selected 
outlets in the Gulf and at booksarabia.com

A PIONEERING BOOK 
ABOUT HUMAN CAPITAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE GCC

Published with the support of

THE WEEK CROSSWORD 083
  ACROSS

1  Look in appropriate first-class food 
supplier’s (4,1,8)

10  Hard for learner on holiday to give lift 
(5)

11  Sort of bags water runs down? (9)
12  Name tooth pulled out (3,2,4)
13  Design NATO’s supreme HQ (5)
14  Idealistic Ian up to no good (7)
16  Run into two ladies in a southern state 

(7)
18  Matthew keeps sheep: it’s a 

life-saver (3,4)
20  Wilder leading relative in a rock 

band (7)
21  Name forgotten, financier is one with 

lots of dough (5)
23  Toes somehow tucked in before 

bottom (9)
25  City pub about to screen Noel 

partying (9)
26  Lorry hit with no end of carelessness (5)
27  Essential ingredient in applecart darn 

rotten (4,3,6)

DOWN
2  Potters about right to support a 

volunteer in one action (2,1,6)
3  Being upstanding before 

court (5)
4  Bond we’d suspect hit the 

sack (3,4)
5  Nick bitter about awful fate? The 

reverse (3,4)
6  Passes on with no difficulty (5,4)
7  One interrupting lovely parking 

attendant, a dish from India (5)
8  Slim Robert’s scoffing sticky whatsits 

(13)
9  Top army officer’s small vehicle – 

unable to get far in this? (7,6)
15  Line put out, real tennis to be played 

seriously (2,7)
17  Start an academy perhaps (9)
19  Take tea before noon in violent 

storm (7)
20  Light crash in retail clothing store (3-4)
22  Fate of member within the borders of 

Korea (5)
24  Chips without fish? Come on! (5)

Sudoku 083 (very difficult)

Fill in all the squares so that each row, 
column and each of the 3x3 squares 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 082 

Solution to Crossword 081

ACROSS: 8 Manitoba 9 Player 10 Bluebottle 11 Toon 12 Erased 14 Sergeant 
15 Scenery 17 Fair sex 20 Callisto 22 Gapper 24 Acer 25 Escalators 27 Try out 
28 In chorus

DOWN: 1 Jailer 2 Eire 3 No wonder 4 Maltese 5 Appear 6 Rattle-trap 
7 Renounce 13 Single room 16 Chancery 18 Angelica 19 Toe clip 21 Svelte 23 
Earful 26 Thou

Clue of the week: Make water boil for Earl Grey etc. (7, first letter P)  Solution: 
PEERAGE (PEE + RAGE)

Clue of the week: Enough clues in fifty puzzles?
(12, first letter S) Guardian




