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A NEW phrase has crept into the classic 
press over the past year and that phrase is 
“recession-proof”. It is used by advertisers 

to persuade punters that their money would be 
wisely spent (they say invested) on old clunkers 
which, according to the sellers, can only gain in 
value. It’s a great idea – you buy an ancient van, 
or whatever, let it sit around for a while and then 
cash in, making a decent profit in the process.

Whether it’s true is a matter of debate. Certainly, the 
classic market is booming to the point of explosion and at 
the upper end of the scale, stuff like Ferraris – particularly 
with a racing provenance – are fetching sums of money that 
are bordering on the insane. I mean, is any car really worth 
around eight million quid, or so?

Anyway, that’s drifting away from my point. And my point 
is that anything that attracts money into the world of classic 
light commercials is good in the sense that it keeps the scene 
alive. However, there is a downside and that downside is 
(you probably know where this is going) that once investors 
and collectors become involved in anything, the commodities 
they are dealing with almost invariably go up in value. Or, at 
least, perceived value.

It has already happened to some vehicles and, for 
example, Mnivans and pick-ups, their Minor equivalents and 
rare tinware such as Vanguard utes are getting expensive. 
Ridiculously expensive. They started out as working-class 
vehicles for working-class geezers, but now, they are out 
of the league of much of the working classes, including me. 
It is comforting to know that your vehicle is gaining, rather 
than losing, value. But it’s also irritating in the extreme to 
think that those with money rather than enthusiasm as their 
motivation are artificially inflating prices. What’s the answer? 
There isn’t one. But it does help to moan.

Changing the subject, a final reminder that the Classic 
Van and Pick-up Show is at Gaydon on 9 August. Better be 
there, dudes. Full details on page 9. Changing the subject 
back again, I was expressing an opinion as a working-class 
bloke (although some would question whether I work 
or, indeed, have class). Until the next time, and all that 
malarkey.

Chin-chin, you types,
Ted Connolly, Editor.

RUSS HARVEY
The once-common Metro 
van has now gained classic 
status. Russ checks out one 
with fewer than 17k on the 
clock. Original, or what?

MARTYN BARNWELL
This year is the Transit’s 
50th birthday and what 
better way to help celebrate 
it than with photos from the 
talented Mr Barnwell, eh?

BRIAN CULPAN
Brian tells the story  of two 
Austin Sixteen pick-ups – 
and reveals a tale of intrigue 
and mystery. Are you sitting 
comfortably?

TOM BUCKLE
When is a bodge not a 
bodge? When Buckle says 
so, that’s when. And he 
should know more than 
anybody.

Full list of editorial and advertising contacts is on page 46

Product Giveaways/Competitions
With regard to product giveaways, free prize draws and competitions operated by 
Kelsey Media, if any prize or other product is lost or damaged during the course 
of delivery to you, we will provide reasonable assistance in seeking to resolve the 
problem. However, it will not always be possible to obtain replacements for lost or 
damaged goods, and no fi nancial compensation is payable by us where replacement 
goods cannot be provided. 

Data Protection
Kelsey Media uses a multi layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we 
would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.classicvan.co.uk 
or call 01959 543524.
If you have any questions please ask as submitting your details indicates your consent, 
until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products 
and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You 
can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or 01959 543524.

It has already happened to some vehicles and, for 

FROM THE LOFT
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THE Mini 5cwt commercials 
soldiered on, cornering the 
small, light commercial market 

until the Metro van appeared 
on the scene. The Metro was 
developed under the guise of ADO88 
(Amalgamated Drawing Office) by the 

design and engineering department of 
BMC and this code name was replaced 
by LC8 (Leyland Cars 8) during 1977, 
before the Mini Metro car appeared 
on the market in 1980. The Austin 
Metro City was launched in 1982 and 
formed the basis for the Metro van. 

FACTORY-FRESH
METRO VAN

Cockpit is in absolutely splendid order. At the time this photo was taken, the odometer showed just 16,377 miles.

Well, maybe that’s a slight overstatement, 
but this little commercial is just about as 
original as they come and has under 17,000 
miles on the clock. Report by Russ Harvey.

Surprisingly, it was badged as a Morris 
on its launch and BL’s reasoning was 
that the name would set it apart from 
the cars. 

British Leyland never produced a factory 
pick-up to complement van production, 
however, a few specialist companies made 
them and an Austin-Rover dealership built 
a version for an Esso refinery on the south 
coast. The Metro was always intended as a 
successor to the Minivan, however, production 
did overlap slightly until the Mini commercials 
were quietly dropped at the end of 1982.

In 1985, the van was referred to simply as 
the Metro 310 (denoting 310kg load capacity) 
and the Morris name disappeared forever, the 
commercial being the final vehicle to carry the 
badge. Later, it became just the Metro Van and 
production continued to 1990 when the van 
was finally dropped. A handful of desirable MG 
vans were produced and they are now much-
prized. The facelifted Metro range followed 
and emerged as the Rover 100 but, sadly, there 
was no place for the van in Rover’s plans. 
Harking back to the launch of the van in 1982, 

5
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it was available with a choice of engines and 
trim levels. The prices of the four new models 
were: Basic one-litre van – £3,211; 1.3-litre – 
£3,387; 1.0L – £3,529; and the 1.3L – £3,705. 
Suspension and tyres were carried over from 
the saloon range, with 135-12 radials fitted to 
the one-litre models and 155/70-12 radials to 
the 1.3. All Metros had Hydragas suspension, 
with inertia seat belts and a load space floor 
mat. BL offered a three-piece, folding, raised 
plywood floor to assist loading the cargo area 
over the somewhat high rear sill, and this 
Unipart Easy-Load floor retailed at £83.50.

MESH SCREEN
Aside from the factory, at least two dealers 
made a van conversion based on the saloon. 
Wicliffe Motor Company, of Gloucester and 
Stroud, came up with the Mercia van, based 
on the Metro of your choice, and the company 
offered it for an additional £200 on the 
purchase price. British Leyland dealer Bletchley 
Motor Car Sales, of Milton Keynes, had very 
similar ideas and produced a van based on the 
Metro City. It boasted a payload of 5.4cwt 

and was named the Metro Camion. The van 
remained in production after the factory 
commercial was launched and this version 
retained the rear seats. Bletchley Motors 
indicated that more than 150 such conversions 
were sold and we would be interested to hear 
of any survivors. Incidentally, Bletchley Motors 
carried out a conversion of the Maestro van 
into a pick-up.

The factory Metro van offered a 310kg 
payload and it was agile, economical and with 
superb manoeuvrability. The tailgate lifted well 
out of the way on gas-assisted struts to give 
access to a load space of 38.2 cu ft and there 
was minimal intrusion into the cargo area by 
the shallow wheel-arches. Behind the driver 
was a fitted steel bulkhead and mesh screen 
and to prevent damage to the sides, hardboard 
panels were fitted. A rear lamp unit was 
installed for night-time loading. Both the basic 
City and L models were fitted with servo-
assisted, ventilated front disc brakes with four-
piston calipers and a heated rear window was 
standard.

Fleet users were quick to buy the Metro van 
and large orders were placed by Royal Mail and 

Load area is immaculate, as you would expect.

Late models were called Metro Vans, but still 
carried the 310 badge to denote the 310kg 
payload.

Sim Akister searched for a Metro Van for a 
long time – he has been amply rewarded.

Mesh screen separates driver from load.

A-Plus engine runs perfectly after attention to the carburettor.

British Telecom. Electricity and gas companies 
found use for them for their meter readers 
and customers also included water companies, 
councils and even the armed forces.

I was lucky enough to encounter a splendid 
example of the Metro Van and one of the most 
original around. It is owned by Sim Akister, 
from Stottesdon, and has just under 17,000 
miles on the clock. It leads a charmed, garaged 
life, as it has obviously done since leaving the 
factory. The van was registered J780 PDD, 
in Cheltenham, in July, 1992 and was bought 
by an elderly gentleman, Mr H Chadwick, 
from Lex Rover, in Cheltenham. Mr Chadwick 
chose a van as he used to drive commercials 
and preferred them over cars. The vehicle 
was used on a daily basis, but only locally, and 
he ensured it was always dry-stored. Due to 
his age in 2007, he stopped driving the van 
and it was garaged until October, 2012 when 
Sim bought it from Mr Chadwick’s grandson. 
At this stage, barely 15,000 miles had been 
covered.

NEW BRAKES
This van is a 1989/90 version and spent some 
time hanging around unregistered in the Rover 
dealership until Mr Chadwick bought it in 1992. 
The interior is as good as the outside, the mesh 
screen is intact and the cargo floor spotless. 
Sim bought the van for £1,950 and spent a 
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A107 VDA, Metro 310 35cu ft mailvan new in 
1983, pictured in Stratford-upon-Avon. Photo: 
Mike Street.

Austin-Rover produced adverts for the Metro 
Van for use in the local press. Photo courtesy 
of Daniel Pyke.

South Glamorgan County Council, Highways Department Rover 
Metro 310, G971 VOU, seen working on the Cardiff streets in June, 
1990. Photo: Mike Street.

Royal Mail workshops, Stratford-upon-Avon, December, 1983 and Metro 310 vans await 
registration for deployment to the Midlands. These vans were minus the passenger seat. Photo: 
Mike Street

Austin-Rover sales literature photo of a late Metro Van, nicely posed between farm gates. 
Don’t you just love that sheepdog? Photo courtesy of Daniel Pyke.

Official Austin-Rover press photo, depicting a van similar to the one 

featured.

further £1,400 on new brakes all round, a full 
service, new battery, water pump and rocker 
gasket. He is obviously not a man to skimp on 
his vehicles and immediately took action when 
he noticed d a juddering while driving uphill. 
The problem was traced to a faulty carburettor 
needle, it was replaced and the motor has been 
running perfectly ever since.

Like many enthusiasts, Sim’s desire to own 
a Metro van harks back to his youth, when he 
drove one for some years while working in 
his student days in a hotel in the Lake District. 
This Metro Van 310 is lovingly cared for, never 
being allowed out in the wet, and lives garaged 
alongside a Series II Land Rover. Sim now has 
his eyes on a Maestro van as a stablemate. My 
thanks must be recorded to Sim and the Metro 
Owners’ Club for their help with this feature. 
The club’s website is www.metroownersclub.
org
Russ has also had the rare privilege of 
tracking down a Metro pick-up, built for 
use  at an Esso refinery, and that feature 
will appear in the near future – Editor.

77
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BEDFORD 
INVITE
THIS year’s Bedford Gathering will be 
held on 18 and 19 July at the Vauxhall 
Motors Club and grounds, Ellesmere 
Port, Cheshire CH66 1NJ on 18 and 19 
July.

The event is being organized by the 
Bedford Enthusiasts Club and it’s open to 
all historic vehicles, not just Bedfords. The 
club tell us that there will be free camping, 
a bar and reasonably-priced food. 

Enthusiasts who want to get out and 
about are invited to take part in an optional 
31-mile road run on the Sunday. There will 
also be spares on sale for those looking for 
that elusive part. For more details, check 
out www.bedfordenthusiastsclub.com or 
call 07740 083370 or 07745 873491.

JOWETTS were out in force for the 
Jowett Car Club’s international rally 
at Shrigley Hall Hotel, Macclesfield. 
That, of course, meant a fine showing 
of Bradfords, the vans made by the 
company.

BRADFORDS RALLY ROUND
Club press officer and chairman Noel 

Stokoe said: “We had approaching 100 Jowetts 
in attendance, including a good turnout of 
pre-war cars and Bradfords.” Noel took a few 
photos of the vans and we hereby bring you a 
selection. Many thanks, Noel.

MINOR PICK-UP KITS
BRAND-new rear sections for the Morris 
Minor pick-up are being specially made 
for the Charles Ware Morris Minor 
Centre, in Bristol. The company – which 
has long since earned a reputation for 
its expertise in Moggies – is having the 
panels manufactured in Sri Lanka.

You can buy the complete rear section – 
that is, the back cab, both sides and tailgate 
with hinges – and, in fact, it could be possible 
to use the kit to build a pick-up based on a 
saloon.

The panels are hand-made, so you won’t get 
the pressed-steel quality of the original factory 
items, but each panel is being produced to the 

highest standard possible and will be well up 
to what you’d hope for if you’re carrying out a 
restoration.

The exact prices were not available at the 
time of going to press, but it is estimated that 
the complete kit will set you back around 
£5,500. That’s a fair bit of money, quite 
obviously, however, they will be sold prepped 
and primed and all ready for fitting and 
spraying. And, as Zac Ware pointed out, they 
are a whole sight cheaper than if they we re 
made in the UK, where labour prices would 
make the project a non-starter.

More details from the centre on 0117 3003 
754 or by visiting www.morrisminor.org.uk

All panels are made in steel 
and offer good quality.

Many hours are spent forming 
and finishing the sections.

Panels come prepped and 
primed, ready for painting.

Incidentally, the organization is said to be 
the oldest one-make car club in the world and, 
in fact, was created following a call for owners 
to come forward in the Bradford Telegraph 
and Argus of 12 May, 1922. Fascinating. The 
club’s website is jowett.org 

PLUS:
●   AUSTIN 7 VAN

Restored to its former glory

●  CLASSIC COUSINS
Thames 400E and Ford 
A-series in the same family

●  FREE readers' ads. Yep, that’s 
dern-tootin’ nuthin’ to you lucky 
dudes

We do try to keep our promises. However, 
if the contents change, that is – in 
layman’s terms – tough luck.

On sale Friday 14 August

CANTERBURY SIESTA
Compact, cute and rare
Escort-based camper

FORD F-100
Rugged American workhorse

from the  fi fties

N E X T  M O N T H

News
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News

PETER Lee is a Transit man through and 
through and maybe that’s not surprising 
considering how big a part these vans 
have played in his life. Back in 1965, he 
delivered papers to London Underground 
stations to earn pocket money and recalls 
being collected from near Fleet Street to 
travel with other lads in a Transit. Later, 
his family left London and moved near 
Ford’s Langley plant and Peter cut short 
his bric klaying apprenticeship to work on 
the Ford assembly line.

He left when Ford moved production of the 
Transit to Southampton and bought a Transit of 
his own. He drove it to Spain and lived in it for 
13 months, quite an adventure. In the 1980s, 
he started a building business and ended up 
with a fleet of 20 Transits.

So, as you can see, he grew up with these 
vans and is now a super-enthusiast, having 

PETER Lee is a Transit man through and 

founded the highly-successful Transit Van 
Club. Peter has at last brought out a book, 
which not only puts his passion into print, but 
also celebrates this vehicle’s half-a-century. 
“Ford Transit Fifty Years” tells the story from 
the first-generation Transit in 1965, right up 
to the present day and has more than 300 
photographs, including previously-unpublished 
pictures from Ford’s archive. It also features 
fascinating interviews with designers, 
engineers and 
other Ford 
employees 
involved with 
the Transit, 
plus owners’ 
experiences.

It’s the 
definitive 
work on the 
Transit and 
not only highly 
informative 

as a source of reference, but also one for the 
collector.

The ISBN is 978-1-84797-873-8 and it is 
published by Crowood Press, www.crowood.
com The price is £25, check out Crowood’s 
website.

We pay a special tribute to the Transit 
this month, starting on page 16.

COUNTDOWN TO GAYDON

BY our reckoning, there’s about a month to 
go to the big event of the year – the Classic 
Van and Pick-up Show at the Heritage 
Motor Centre, Gaydon. The actual date is 
Sunday, 9 August and it’s one you really 
need to be at.

Last year’s was the first event of its kind 
and organizer Tom Caren staged it partly out 
of enthusiasm and partly to see what sort of 

response it would bring. It did well and this year, 
looks like being even bigger and better (as they 
say).

The significant part about this show is that it is 
the only one of its type on the planet – absolutely 
the only event devoted solely to the stuff we like. 
That is vans, pick-ups, campers, ice cream vans, 
in fact, any kind of classic light commercial.

That same weekend – 8 and 9 August – the 
Transit Van Club are holding their annual birthday 
bash at the centre and it’s an important gathering 
because, as you know, this is the 50th year of 
the Transit. The club’s celebrations will include 
a full cinema show with historic Transit films and 
adverts from the past 50 years, driving games 
and seminars.

Back to the Sunday show and plenty of clubs 
have pledged their support, including the Post 
Office Vehicle Club, the J-Type Register and 
the Classic Hearse Register. The CHR won the 
Editor’s Choice trophy last year and it will be 

awarded again this time for the entry that the 
Editor likes the most (for what that’s worth).

Plenty of event organizers get criticized for 
charging owners to enter their vehicles, but this 
show is free, including driver and one passenger, 
provided your place has been booked. Check out 
www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk and follow the 
links or just put “Gaydon classic van and pick-up 
show” in your search bar and the appropriate 
page should come up. You can download an entry 
form and that goes for Transit Van Club members, 
too. We do hope to see you there, old fruits. 

The Transit Van Club will be there for their 
birthday bash.

The show promises variety – including hearses. 
The Classic Hearse Register won the Editor’s 
Choice trophy last year.

Advertising 
poster for 
the Mark 1 
Transit. The Transit on police duties.

Transit Mark 1 poster issued to German 
dealers in 1971

TRANSIT 
IN PRINT
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News

HERE’S a few dates for your diary. As 
always, we advise you to check with the 
organizers, if possible, before turning up 
to make sure that the event is still going 
ahead. The list will be updated each 
month. Happy showgoing.
9 to 12 July – Americana International, 
Prestwold Airfield, Loughborough LE12 
5SH. Extravaganza celebrating everything 
that’s good from America, including 
vehicles. Check out www.americana-
international.co.uk

10, 11 and 12 July – Kent County 
Show, County Showground, Detling, 
Kent. Great event to spend a day or three 
at, loads of exhibits, displays, trade stalls 
and animals, plus classic vehicle section, 
including light commercials. Check out 
kentshowground.co.uk You can book 
tickets by calling the Show Office on 01622 
630975.

11 and 12 July – Roxby Heritage 
Weekend, held in fields next to the 
Fox Inn, Roxby, near Staithes, North 
Yorkshire TS13 5EB. Includes classic 
light commercials. Contact Steve Morley 
on 07967 322826, Colin Bentley on 01947 
841313 or e-mail roxbyheritageweekend@
hotmail.co.uk

12 July – Lakeland Historic Vehicle 
show, Hutton-in-the-Forest, Penrith, 
Cumbria CA11 9TH. Visit www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

18 July – Mercia Custom, Classic, 
Scooter and Car Show, Alcester Rugby 
Football Club, Birmingham Road, 
Alcester, Warks B49 5QF.

18 and 19 July – Bedford Gathering, 
featuring all types of Bedford vehicles, 
plus other classics, held at the Vauxhall 
Motors Club and Grounds, Ellesmere 
Port, Cheshire CH66 1NJ.

There is an optional 31-mile road 
run on the Sunday. Visit www.
bedfordenthusiastsclub.com or call 07740 
083370 or 07745 873491.

19 July – Old Ford Rally, Heritage 
Motor Centre, Gaydon, Warks. Show 
open to any Ford or Ford-engined vehicle 

built before 1990. Visit www.heritage-
motor-centre.co.uk

19 July – Classics at the Castle, 
Bodelwyddan Castle, Rhyl, North 
Wales LL18 5YA. Visit www.classicshows.
org

25 July – Dover Classic Motor Show, 
Kent. Event is part of the Dover Regatta. 
Visit classicmusicandmotors.co.uk

26 July – A Classic Van and Pick-up 
Day, British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum, Leyland, Lancs PR25 
2LE. Vans, pick-ups and camper vans. 
Tel 01772 451011, e-mail enquiries@
britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.
com, website www.
britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com

26 July – Cheshire Classic Car and 
Motorcycle Show and autojumble, 
Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire SK11 9JY. Visit www.
classicshows.org

31 July, 1 and 2 August – 41st Annual 
Gloucestershire Vintage and Country 
Extravaganza, South Cerney Airfield, 
Cirencester. Billed as the south-west’s 
largest festival of transport. All profits 
will be donated to the Cobalt Appeal 
Fund and Diabetes UK. Visit www.
glosvintageextravaganza.co.uk

 2 August – Lytham Hall Classic 
Car and Motorcycle Show, Ballam 
Road, Lytham Hall, Lytham St 
Annes, Lancs FY8 4JX. Visit www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

8 and 9 August – Transit Van Club 
Rally, Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, 
Warks, this year celebrating the 
Transit’s 50th Birthday. Visit www.
heritage-motor-centre.co.uk

9 August – Classic Van and Pick-up 
Show. The only show for light commercials, 
including police vehicles, taxis, hearses and, 
of course, vans and pick-ups. Visit www.
heritage-motor-centre.co.uk

9 August – West Berkshire Classic 
Vehicle Club 23rd Annual Classic 
Vehicle Show, in aid of Leukaemia and 

DIARY DATES Lymphoma Research. Newbury College, 
Monks Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 
7TD. Details at www.classicvehicles.org.uk 
or by calling 07909 316462.

8 and 9 August – Driffield Steam 
and Vintage Rally, the Showground, 
Driffield, Yorkshire YO25 9DN. 
Campsite bookings and trade stand inquiries 
01377 257494, general inquiries 01377 
254384.

16 August – Raby Castle Classic 
Vehicle Show, Raby Castle, Staindrop, 
Co Durham, DL2 3AH. Visit www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

16 August – Attingham Classic Car 
Rally, Attingham Park National Trust, 
Shrewsbury Shropshire. Starts at 
Shrewsbury or Telford with a drive through 
the Shropshire countryside and display at 
Attingham Park. Visit www.severnhospice.
org.uk

22 and 23 August – Tatton Park 
Passion for Power Classic Motor Show. 
Visit www.cheshireautopromotions.co.uk

30 August – 13th Ripon Autumn 
Classic Car and Bike Show and 
autojumble, Ripon Racecourse, 
North Yorks HG4 1UG. Visit www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

30 August – Cheshire Classic Car and 
Motorcycle Show and autojumble. 
Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield, Cheshire 
SK11 9JY. Visit www.classicshows.org

30 August – Doddington Great British 
Fun Day and Motor Show, Doddington, 
Kent. Apart from the vehicle display, 
there’s plenty going on for the whole of the 
family. The organizers welcome all classes 
of vehicles and all you need do is turn 
up on the day. Entrance is free. Contact 
David Treadwell on 07976 206880, e-mail 
darkuk@yahoo.co.uk

30 and 31 August – Blenheim Festival 
of Transport, Blenheim Palace, 
Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1PP. Visit www.
classicshows.org

31 August – Notts Classic Car and Bike 
Show, including East Midlands Mini and 
VW Show, 

Thoresby Park, Ollerton, Notts NG22 
9EP. Visit www.classicshows.org

EVENTS
You can e-mail details of your 
events to motorevents@

kelseypb.co.uk
Send your news items to
news@kelsey.co.uk



News
DRIVE IT DAY MALTESE STYLE
BRITAIN is generally regarded as the 
hub of the world’s classic car movement. 
The scene is thriving over here and many 
enthusiasts from abroad rely on us for 
services, spares and, indeed, complete 
vehicles. Our sheer devotion to the 
hobby is amply demonstrated by Drive 
It Day, when enthusiasts are encouraged 
to get out and about in their vehicles to 
demonstrate just how strong the scene is.

Ashley Lovering is just about as 
enthusiastic as they come and stages 
Swansea Festival of Transport every year. 
He is also a regular visitor to Malta, where 
classics are held in high esteem, and thought 
it was about time the island had its own 
Drive It Day, so, without further ado, he 
organized one.

He said: “I had fancied doing a road 
run on the roads of Malta for many years 
and it was while I was out for a trip in my 
Maltese friend Reniel Pisani’s Bedford TK at 
Christmas that he expressed the same wish. 
We decided to give it a go, with me trying 
to get some interest via Facebook when I 
returned to Swansea, while he could spread 
the word at home in Malta. As I am always 
away for Drive It Day, I decided the run 
could be held in Malta on the same date.

“For a first event, we had an excellent 
turnout of vans, campers, minibuses, lorries 
and buses, along with some military vehicles. 

Reniel Pisani welcomes Migual Pace in his fine 
J4.

Austin ute in military guise.

Tony Pace and family in their lovely Morris. A rare Toyota fire engine.

Thumbs up from Kenneth Spiteri in his Mini 
pick-up.

Efi Pisani with his splendid Ford Thames ute.

VWs were out in force for the event.

The starting point was Pembroke park-and-
ride car park in St Andrews. Police outriders 
were on hand and these officers did a 
fantastic job from start to finish and are a 
credit to the Malta Police Force.

“The roads were quite busy, but the 
convoy was kept together as we travelled 
the route via Naxxar, Mosta, Burmarrad, 
St Pauls, Bugibba, Qawra, around country 
roads to Mtarfa and Rabat and on to finish 
at the small town of Bahrija. It was a great 
run with great people and another is planned 
for the first Sunday in October, but heading 
from a different starting point to another 
town to finish.”

A truly splendid effort, Ashley. Meanwhile, 
this year’s Coral classic vehicle run sets 
off at 10am from Bracelet Bay car park, 
Mumbles (five miles west of Swansea city). 
Entry is free. It ends at Carmarthen, where 
vehicles will be on display in the streets. 
Swansea Festival of Transport will be held 
on the following day, 21 June, and is free 
to visitors and exhibitors alike. Further info 
from Ashley on 07814 958379 or e-mail 
swanseatransport@aol.com Alternatively, 
visit www.swanseatransportfest.co.uk 
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Readers' Letters

Sponsored by

The winner of the prizewinning letter 
will receive a product from Sealey’s 
fantastic range of tools. Now, that is 
really worth writing about.
To request your new Sealey hand 
tools brochure, call 01284 757500

Marina Double-Take
I ATTENDED the 

wonderful Heritage 
Transport Show, at 

Detling, and lurking 
among the many classic 
cars in the exhibition 
hall, this ice cream van 

certainly stood out. The story, 
according to the blurb on the van, was 
that it was locked up in a garage at St 
Nicholas at Wade, near Canterbury, 
for 18 years, but fired up when a new 
battery was connected.

It is owned by a young lady, who did not 
know a lot about it or any connection with 
Gravesend, where I snapped it back in 1995. 
If you refer to your October, 2011 issue, my 
photo is on page 24, with your comment, 
“‘now that is rare”. Might make a nice 

IT’S A SELL-
OUT
MY local paper shop have now confirmed 
that they sell all of their copies of CVP 
within a day of them being put on the 
shelf. Good news, and it goes to prove 
that you have the right mix of articles.

In our little group of 1960s, underfunded 
enthusiasts, a modified Anglia was called a 
QuAnglia and, if my memory is accurate, there 
was a company who would install a Zephyr 
engine in your Anglia.

Attached for your interest is the Shell Lead 
Replacement Petrol leaflet that was sent 
to me when I started being a fleet admin 
clerk around 1999/2000. In the same box of 
documents was a poor-quality copy photo 
of a Ford Model T pick-up, called a US mail 
car, from 1915, at the Yosemite Post Office, 
California. I must have picked it up when I 
visited the park there. I had assumed that their 
mail had been carried in leather saddlebags, 
Pony Express-style. Apparently when they 
made up the road into the park, they used 
tailings containing gramophone needles that 
resulted in punctures.
DAVE HARBOUR, Oxfordshire.
For the benefit of those not in the know 
(which included me, until I reached for my 
dictionary), tailings are the by-product of 
mineral mining and used for work such as 
laying roads. Many thanks for the images, 
Dave, they are of great interest. As it 
happens, my local paper shop have now 
confirmed that they also sell all of their 
copies of CVP within a day. The problem is, 
they only put one o n the shelf – Editor.

PHIL Gates suggested that the Commer 
ice cream van you featured was probably 
an ex-Mr Whippy van. It is, in fact, an 
ex-Mister Softee van, built by Smiths, of 
Gateshead, on a BF 2011 chassis. Early Mr 
Whippy vans were built by MTS, of Feltham, 

follow-up, perhaps.
ALLAN BEDFORD, Devon.
Just imagine photographing a vehicle and 
then encountering it again 20 years later 
in fully-restored condition. That, I find, is 
quite amazing. We did carry Allan’s photo 
in October, 2011, but never thought that 
anything more would come of it. Allan 
used to live in Kent, but moved to Devon. 
However, he maintains a strong interest in 
the classic scene in the Garden of England 
and has sent us many photographs from his 
excellent archives that were taken in Kent. 
He has been a great supporter of CVP for 
many years and, on the strength of that and 
this letter, we hereby present him with a 
goodie from the Sealey range – Editor.
PS: More photographs from the Detling 
 show appear on pages 30-32.

The Marina ice cream van, as photographed 
by Allan Bedford in 1995.

Allan spotted and photographed the Marina 
again at the Heritage Transport Show, 
Detling.

Phil Gates photographed this Commer ice 
cream van working at Trago Mills, Liskeard, 
Cornwall. It’s an ex-Mister Softee vehicle, 
Steve Tillyer tells us.

WHIPPED INTO SHAPE
on the longer Commer BF 3023 chassis.
STEVE TILLYER, by e-mail.
Phil often sends us photos taken while he’s 
out and about and the Commer appeared in 
one of our occasional features on classics still 
working for a living. We thank you for the info, 
Steve. Mr Tillyer is THE dude when it comes 
to ice cream vans, so when he says something, 
we listen – Editor. 



IN
ASSOCIATION
WITH

Have your say in Classic Van and pick-up
Send your comments to The Editor, Classic Van and pick-up,
Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PE1 9FL  or
email: van.ed@kelseypb.co.uk

BEAUTIES CAUGHT 
ON CAMERA
I REALLY enjoyed the articles on the Standard 10 and Triumph 
Courier (nice to see the Morris 1000 and Austin A35 taking a 
back seat for a change). In his otherwise excellent article, Leslie 
Weir seems to be suggesting that Standard didn’t try putting a 
van back on a saloon chassis until the Standard 8 of the fifties. 
He mentions the wartime tilly, but forgets two lovely little 
Standard vans of the early-thirties. The Big Nine (1928-33) was 
available as car or van, and so was the Little Nine (1931-33). At 
least one example survives in the UK of each of these vans and 
I seem to recall a Little Nine turning up in the illustrious pages 
of CVP a while back. Anyway, moan over. Tom Buckle is as 
entertaining and clear-headed as ever.

I was 
delighted to 
read in Nina 
Smith’s letter 
that she enjoyed 
my article on 
Spanish (or 
Catalan, I should 
say) microvans. 
I agree with 
her that the 
European scene 
for classic vans 

and pick-ups is 
fascinating and 
maybe rather 
neglected by 
us Brits. So, in 
her honour, I’m 
sending you 
photos of a couple 
of beauties that 
I saw at the last 
Auto Retro show, 
in Barcelona. 

The Mercedes 
Benz 170D pick-up is from 
1952 and is, I think you’ll agree, exquisite. The Seat is an extremely 
rare beast. The Seat 1400 was the company’s first car, built under 
licence from Fiat. The saloon was soon joined by a van version which, 
oddly, had a folding rear seat and could carry five passengers. The first 
ones were called the 1400A, and I don’t think a single van version has 
survived. 

What I photographed was a 1400B, a face-lifted model. These were 
made from 1956-60  and I suspect this is one of the first of them, as it 
has double rear doors like the 1400A and not the single rear door seen 
on most 1400Bs. 

Oh, one more thing. In the From the Archives feature, there’s 
an ad for the Spanish-built Minivan and its caption has caused some 
headaches, it seems. Yes, turismo means tourism, but it also means 
saloon car.
PAUL JUCKES, Spain.

WITH regard to the Back in the Day pic 
in the April issue, the car you couldn’t 
identify is definitely an Austin A40 Farina 
Mark 1 version for 1961, which you can 
spot from the boot handle (the Mark 2 
had a push-button handle). By the look 
of it, the boot lid is in the open position, 
probably because the driver has a long 
load aboard. This was common practice, 
but illegal since the number plate wasn’t 
hinged, so it was not visible as required by 
law. Austin did produce van versions, but 
only for export, mainly to Sweden. The 
mag is excellent, always a fascinating read.
JIM WINSPUR, Advanced Glass Products, 
Droitwich.

CONGRATULATIONS on your detective 
work in dating the April Back in the Day 
picture. Just for interest, I’d like to add 
the odd detail. The E-Series Vauxhall is 
probably the six-cylinder Velox model 
with that chrome insert to the rear 
window surround, but you are right in 
stating that cosmetic differences between 
that model and the Wyvern were 
minimal.

In front is an Austin A40 Farina saloon, with 
the rear bottom-hinged bootlid open. Like on 
the early Minis, this doubled up as a luggage 
platform and could be restrained at any angle 
down to horizontal for that purpose.

Behind the bus is an FB-series Vauxhall 

YOU KNOW YOUR STUFF

Benz 170D pick-up is from 

Victor, not PB, all the P-series were the six-
cylinder Velox and Cresta models, PA, PB, and 
PC, respectively. Interestingly , if the dating 
of the picture is, indeed, correct, that car 
would have been more or less brand spanking 
new, only having been announced as a 1962 
model at the 1961 Motor Show. The 100E 
Ford behind is a Prefect, only it and the Squire 
estate car used that grille.
NIGEL STENNETT-COX, by e-mail.

CAN I suggest a possibility for the 
unidentified car disappearing behind the bus 
as being an Austin A40 Farina with a big load 
and the boot lid tied open? 
KEITH CROMB, by e-mail.

I SUGGEST that the unidentified vehicle in 
front of the Vauxhall Velox is an Austin A40 
Farina saloon, with the boot lid open and with 
a non-hinged number plate, the rear window 
being a different size to the A40 Countryman, 
which had an openable window. The number 
plate housing on the bumper is also a give-away.
PATRICK COLLINS, Merthyr Tydfil.

I was quite proud in putting an accurate 
date on the photo (which, it must be said, 
was due in no small part to the help of Chris 
Hogan, of the Post Office Vehicle Club), but 
simply could not identify the car travelling 
down the hill behind the bus. So, well done. 
Incidentally, I know that the Victors were 
all F-series and the six-cylinder cars, such as 
the Cresta, were P-series. That was a stupid 
mistake on my part. The Back in the Day 
photos continue to generate huge interest 
and will continue to appear – Editor.

delighted to 
read in Nina 
Smith’s letter 
that she enjoyed 

Spanish (or 
Catalan, I should 
say) microvans. 
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THE TRANSIT IS 

50
THE Ford Transit is, without 

a doubt, the most successful 
vehicle in the history of light 

commercials. I am fully prepared for 
the odd anorak or two to pop out 
of the woodwork and quote figures 
that, for example, prove it’s not 
the biggest-seller in the world and, 
therefore, doesn’t deserve the crown, 
but my statement takes all factors into 
account. Over the years, the Transit has 
served the police, armed forces, AA, 
RAC, myriad other emergency services, 
small businesses, medium businesses 
and large businesses. It’s been a van, 
pick-up, camper, minibus, horse box, 
ice cream van and recovery truck. 

It’s as familiar a sight on the continent as 
it is here in Britain – battling through the 

extremes of weather conditions abroad. 
Indeed, a fleet of Transit buses once operated 
on some of the world’s highest bus routes, 
crossing the Peruvian Andes at heights of up 
to 14,000ft. At one stage, it was even loved by 
the underworld, to the extent that London’s 
Met Police described it as “Britain’s most 
wanted van”. A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said: “Ford Transits are used in 95 per cent 
of bank raids. With the performance of a car 
and space for 1.75 tons of loot, the Transit is 
proving to be the perfect getaway vehicle.” If 
Ford publicly distanced themselves from that 
piece of dubious praise, it probably secretly 
enjoyed the street cred that it gave their van.

And now, the Transit is 50. Yes, half-
a-century. That hardly seems possible, 
particularly to me, because I clearly 
remember its launch in 1965 and seeing the 
first Transits on the road. The Thames 400E, 

its predecessor, seemed pretty modern to my 
young eyes, but the Transit was something 
else. It looked, well, just great, particularly 
the Custom Cab version, with a few extra 
toys on the dash and mock wood fascia. With 
the Transit, Ford had managed to create a 
totally functional working vehicle that was 
as easy and comfortable to drive as any mid-
range saloon. In fact, I knew a few people 
who bought one as everyday family transport 
because they appreciated its versatility.

Somewhat surprisingly, I have never owned 
a Transit, but I have driven, worked on, 
fixed, sometimes bodged and occasionally 
re-sprayed plenty. So, they have played a fairly 
large part in my life. Not as large, though, 
as they have in Peter Lee’s. He is often 
referred to as the Transit Man or Mr Transit 
in classic circles. Peter is utterly dedicated 
to these vehicles and his passion dates back 
to when he worked on the production 
line, fitting gearboxes into Mark I Transits, 

To celebrate half-a-century at the top, 
we put the focus on a superb Mark 1 – 
restored by Mr Transit, himself, Peter 
Lee – and also an incredible custom-
built camper. Ted Connolly reports, 
photos by Martyn Barnwell.
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Ford struck the right balance between comfort and durability with the seats.

Zodiac parts were used for door locks on 
1965 Transits – they were changed for the 
following year.

Load area is stunning.

The oft-quoted phrase “spare wheel never 
been used” takes on a whole new meaning.

Underside has been meticulously prepared 
and protected against the elements.

Engine is the 1.7-litre V4 unit.

The battery – along with everything else – is a 
genuine Ford part.

at the Ford plant in Langley, near Slough, 
Berkshire. Since then, he has been driving and 
collecting Transit vans and has amassed well 
over 5,000 items of memorabilia, including 
original artwork, posters, die-cast, tin and 
plastic models, banners, books, magazines, 
mugs, pens and clothing. Incidentally, he’s 
not blinkered, because he also has a further 
10,000 items on other vans, such as the Ford 
Thames, Ford Econoline, Chevy, Dodge and 
VW.

EARLIEST EXAMPLE
When Ford stage an event, they usually call 
on Peter for help. For instance, when the 
Mark 6 Transit was launched at Seville in 2000, 
Peter came up with more than 800 items for 
the display. It is totally fitting that we should 
feature him to celebrate the Transit’s 50th 
birthday and equally as appropriate that we 
should put the spotlight on his Mark 1. Dating 
from 1965, it is one of the earliest surviving 
examples and emerged from the first full 
month of production at Langley Plant. The 
inaugural Transit came off the line at Langley 

on 9 August, 1965 and the public release was 
on 10 October. The first five Transits made 
were used as test-beds by Ford as a final 
check to make sure that everything fitted and 
worked properly. In the early days, Ford did a 
bit of parts-bin raiding, which was necessary 
to keep up with demand on the production 
line. Old-stock components from the outgoing 
Thames 400E were fitted, such as switches 
and horns, and also parts from Zodiac locks, 
but these were all used up by December, 
1965.

Peter was, of course, well aware of 

17
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this cross-pollination and he spent years 
painstakingly tracking down the correct 
components for his Transit. He spoke 
to former Ford product planner Arthur 
Molyneaux, who was a valuable source of 
information, and learned that his Transit was 

Peter has amassed a considerable collection of 
models – this is only a part of it, there’s plenty 
more.

Peter Lee is dedicated to the Transit and his 
splendid Mark 1 is witness to his enthusiasm.

Transit offers the working ability of a van and a car-like feel in the cockpit.

An incredible amount of work went into 
getting the paint perfect inside and out.
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Former Ford product planner Arthur 
Molyneaux proved invaluable in helping Peter 
sort out what parts were fitted to the early 
Mark 1 Transit. Here, he peruses the finished 
article.

used to test for side flexing. The side panels 
have the struts fixed in the wrong place, 
which proves the point.

This Transit, apart from being one of the 
earliest examples still around, has something 
of a silver screen pedigree. It appeared in the 
1997 romantic comedy Fever Pitch, dressed 
as a police van, and then in The Avengers in 
1998, starring Ralph Fiennes, Uma Thurman 
and Sean Connery (based on the original TV 
series – do you remember John Steed and 
Emma Peel?). Peter bought it from the film 
production company.

It has had a ground-up restoration, and that 
is meant quite literally. You often read the 
term “nut-and-bolt rebuild” and it’s used all 

too frequently when, in reality, a vehicle has 
been simply re-commissioned. In the case of 
GYH 194C, the photos help tell the story of 
the restoration. It took Peter all of 10 years to 
complete it – much of the time was devoted 
to sourcing genuine Ford parts – and the 
result demonstrates to me (and, no doubt, 
you) that none of that decade was wasted.

It is now resplendent in ermine white 
– that’s inside, outside, engine bay and 
underneath – and is powered by the Ford 1.7 
(1,698cc) V4. Not a well-loved engine in its 
day, admittedly, but it is a motor that I have 
never had a problem with and, certainly, will 
give good service when built properly, which 
it has been. I initially stuck my neck out by 

saying that the Transit is the world’s most 
successful light commercial. So, would I stick 
it out again and submit that this is the best 
Mark 1 you’ll come across? Put it this way, if 
you’ve seen better, please let me know.

19
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Wide side-opening door provides easy access.
Wolfrace wheels have never lost their street 
cred.

SO, what is a customised Mark 
2 Ford Transit camper doing in 
CVP? We do feature the occasional 

non-standard vehicle but, generally, 
only when they are light customs. 
This example has quite obviously been 
significantly embellished. However, it is 
a highly-significant Transit and for that 

THE CUSTOM CAMPER VAN

reason, Peter decided that it was totally 
worthy of restoration.

KGS 858V was built for Ford by Steve 
Stringer. Steve was near-legendary in the 
seventies for his custom work on vans and 
created several promotional vehicles for Ford, 
based on Transits and Escorts. The idea, in this 
instance, was to produce a Transit conversion 

for under £998 that would appeal to the 
younger driver.

Steve obliged, but the plan was not pursued 
by Ford in the UK and only three were built. 
However, the project interested a Ford 
director in Germany when visiting Dunton 
Technical Centre, Essex. Suitably impressed, 
he took one of the vans to Germany and 
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JOIN THE CLUB
THE Transit Van Club was formed by Peter Lee in 2005 – the year the Transit celebrated its 
40th birthday – and he pulled out the stops to make it a memorable occasion. Peter organized 
the Backbone Cruise and 
it involved closing the 
Dartford Crossing – the 
QE2 Bridge – so that it 
became the exclusive 
domain of Transits. The 
cruise started at Dunton, 
in Essex, the Transit design 
centre. Then it was over 
the border to Kent and 
a drive to Southampton, 
home of the Transit for 
more than 33 years, 
for one humdinger of a 
celebration.

The club offers plenty 
of social outings, technical 
advice and a chat forum 
and it also raises money 
for worthy causes. The 
club’s e-mail address is 
peter@transitvanclub.
co.uk and the website www.transitvanclub.co.uk The Transit forum address is www.
fordtransit.org and you can also check out all the hot gossip on Transits on Facebook. The 
address is https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ford-Transit/201516233290643.

Turn over for picture special on the Transit’s history. ➠

Woodwork has been executed to a fabulous 
standard.

Cockpit appointments would not look out of 
place in a luxury apartment.

Custom Transit is powered by the two-litre 
Pinto engine.

Peter’s wife, Deb, shares his incredible enthusiasm for the Transit scene.

The Dartford Crossing in 2005 – end-to-end Transits.

If this doesn’t blow you away then you need to 
take a course in interior design.

 In this Transit, being a back-seat driver would 
be an absolute pleasure.

showed it to specialist company Hymer and 
together, Ford and Hymer made a camper 
based on Steve Stringer’s design, called the 
Clubmobil. Ford Australia also used Steve’s 
design to make the Sundowner camper van 
with a 4.2 Ford V8 engine. As I said earlier, the 
photos tell the story, so check them out. You’ve 
got to agree that this Transit – although not one 
for the purists – really is something else.

21
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THE story of the Ford Transit has 
been told many times and we don’t 
intend to repeat it. Suffice to say 

(as if you didn’t know), the first Transit 
came off the line on 9 August, 1965, at 
Langley, near Heathrow Airport, with the 
public release on 10 October. Milestones 
have included production in the UK 
moving from Langley to Southampton 
in 1971, the millionth Transit leaving 
the production line there in September, 
1976 and the Mark 2 being launched 
in March, 1978. The two-millionth 
Transit rolled off the production line at 
Southampton on 25 July, 1985, in 1994, 
the three-millionth left the line at Gent, 
Belgium, and in September, 2004, the 
five millionth Transit came off the line at 
Southampton. But we would rather not 
get immersed in statistics, instead, we’ll 
let the pictures do the talking. Most have 
come from the archives of Peter Lee and, 
in some instances, have never before 
been published.

FOCUS ON THE
TRANSIT’S HISTORY

Cab of 1964 Project Redcap prototype. 
Redcap was its project codename. Ford put on their first display for the press in September, 1965.

Cockpit of the first test rig Transit.

The first space van, in other words, bread van, takes shape in February, 1966.
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Peter Lee’s Transit as it appeared in the 1998 film The Avengers.

The first Transit test rig.

Engine bay of the first-ever van off the line 
at Langley. This van was put together for 
road-testing to make sure all the components 
worked OK in everyday use.

One of the first Transits off the line on test at 
Ford’s Boreham test track in May, 1965.

Prototype 
engine 
inside test 
van.

23
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A poignant image – Peter Lee with his van and the shift at Southampton Assembly Plant on the last day of production there in 2013. The Transit Van 
Club took 20 vans along for the occasion.

A milestone is reached in September, 1976.

Aerial view of the Southampton plant, showing the scale of the operation.

Fantastic period shot of the first Transits off the line 
at Langley, in May 1965. Ford produced five vehicles 
as test rigs prior to production proper. Alongside is the 
outgoing Thames 400E.
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CLASSIC VAN AND PICK UP SHOW
Sunday 9 August
The only event of its kind dedicated to light commercial
vehicles – vans, pick-ups, ice cream vans, campers, taxis,
police vehicles and hearses will all be on show!

ON THE DAY ADVANCE

ADULT £12 £8
CONCESSION £10 £8
CHILD £8 £5
UNDER 5 FREE FREE
FAMILY £34

www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
Junction 12 M40,Gaydon,Warwickshire, CV35 0BJ

TICKETS

CLASSIC VAN AND PICK UP SHOWW

get social...

Book discounted advance tickets and camping
visit www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
or call 01926 645033 Mon-Fri, 10-4pm, admin fee applies.
Gift Aid tickets and other promotional vouchers are valid for this show.

FORD TRANSIT
CELEBRATING
50 YEARS

ON THE ROAD

CLASSIC NUMBER PLATES
Specialists in the manufacture
& supply of all forms of number
plates for your tractor & other
vehicles from classic to the
modern day.

from £20
per pair

Trade & Wholesale enquiries from UK
&Worldwide welcome

Tel: 0121 773 8107 Fax: 0121 772 8136
Email: davidcollier58@hotmail.co.uk

Unit 13, 272 Montgomery Street, Sparkbrook, Birmingham, B11 1DS

The Number
Plate Centre

(incorporating
First Plate)

Tel: 0121 773 8107 Fax: 0121 772 8136
Email: davidcollier58@hotmail.co.uk

Unit 13, 272 Montgomery Sreet, Sparkbrook, Birmingham, B11 1DS
www.numberplatecentre.com

THE NUMBER PLATE CENTRE LTD charlesware’s
morris minor centre

www.morrisminor.org.uk

MOT, Service, Repair
Welding, Panel rebuild

20 Clothier Road,
Brislington Bristol

BS4 5PS
morris.minor@charleswaresmmc.co.uk parts@charleswaresmmc.co.uk

Info:(0117) 3003 754
Stores:(0117) 3003 753

Classic Van and Pick-Up Restoration and Parts

Paint booth, Interior
trim, Box section rust
protection, Insurance

Valuations

COMPLETE VAN
CHASSIS AND
FLOOR PANELS
NOW AVAILABLE

To advertise 
please contact 

Danny on 
01732 447007
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There are now two Austin 
Sixteen utes in existence. 
One has been built by 
enthusiasts, but the other 
is something of a mystery. 
Was it a factory model? 
Brian Culpan takes up the 
story.

THE intriguing question, was 
there ever a pick-up version 
of the Austin Sixteen, has 

exercised the minds of marque 
experts for many years. During the 
war, the Austin Ten tilly was the 
most common military pick-up and 
all surplus examples were eagerly 
snapped up by farmers, milkmen and 
small tradesmen when hostilities 
ended so, surely, a larger version 
would be welcomed by buyers? The 

Sixteen was the first new post-war 
Austin model announced by the 
company – surprisingly, it had the 
pre-war styling, a consequence of 
being quickly created by using the old 
Twelve body, but with a larger, new 
engine. This four-cylinder, OHV unit 
of 2,199cc would go on to have a long 
and varied life in many subsequent 
Austin models, such as the K8 three-
way van, LD vans, LC5 trucks and the 
civilian Champ.

Austin tried to keep the Sixteen in 
production as long as possible – it was their 
first saloon (and possibly the first commercial) 
with the new OHV engine. In fact, it lasted 
until July, 1949, the Hampshire model being 
launched in September, 1949.

I knew that many chassis/scuttles, or as the 
factory labelled them, “chassis complete with 
bonnet, wings and cab only”, were destined to 
become woody estates, bodied by Papworth 
Industries, of Cambridge. So, could some have 
been finished as pick-ups by simply adding 
a rear open box? A while back, we, at CVP, 
did not know of any Sixteen utes and were 

A Tale of 
Intrigue

Bedfordshire-based 
Heritage Wheels 
Collection converted Austin
Sixteen saloon into this fine pick-up.

FOW 389 – was this a factory-built pick-
up? Whatever the case, the quality of 
workmanship is beyond doubt.

did not know of any Sixteen utes and were 

Tail end of ute is more proof that the vehicle 
was put together properly.

Side view of the Heritage Wheels Collection 
pick-up shows off its elegant lines.

Familiar Austin logo adorns the tailgate.

somewhat sceptical when we heard rumours 
that one had been seen.

The story starts with a regular reader and 
correspondent from Bedfordshire, who, in 
1975, noticed a forlorn Austin Sixteen pick-
up in a scrapyard in the Forest of Dean. 
Intrigued at seeing such an unusual vehicle, 
he stopped to make further inquiries with the 
owner, and was told that it was one of just 
six built by Austin for use on factory business. 
The owner declined to sell it there and then 
and steadfastly refused all later offers. Very 
disappointed, our reader left it at that, but 
tipped off the Austin Counties Car Club, which 
caters for the Sixteen. 

For nearly 25 years, nothing more was 
heard of the pick-up until early-1999, when 
Brian Law, of Bargoed, South Wales, attended 
a rally at Much Marcle, in Herefordshire, and 
was amazed to see a very nice 16hp pick-up, 
finished in eye-catching two-tone grey. He 
closely examined the vehicle, expecting to find 
that it was a cut-down saloon or home-made 
pick-up. But he was surprised to find that the 
coach-built rear bodywork was of a very high 
standard. The pick-up bed was smoothed 
into the cab, its profile a continuation of the 
saloon’s and not just a simple, crude, box – as 
the subsequent A70 Hampshire ute would 
feature. The rear tapered inwards, measuring 
about the width of an A35 pick-up, and there 
was enough room to leave virtually all the rear 
car-type wings exposed. 

He spoke with the owner, who said that 
it had been built at Longbridge and used as 
the factory runabout (surely a bit too posh 
and very much over the top for a hack?). 
Brian seems to remember the owner came 
from either Warwickshire or Shropshire. 
Incidentally, the registration, FOW 389, is not 
currently listed by the DVLA. It is part of a 
series originally issued in Southampton. 

PRODUCTION RECORDS
Norman Milne, the Austin Counties Club 
archivist (and former Longbridge employee), 
became involved and discussed the pick-up 
with staff at the Heritage Motor Centre, 
Gaydon. While trawling through the works 
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production records, including the vehicle build 
ledger, he came across one, lone entry for 
September, 1948, under the simple heading 
“15cwt” (a year too soon to be one of the 
Hampshire pick-ups). Could this be the one? 

Norman wrote to our reader, telling him 
of his findings, but the correspondence was 
lost until very recently. Meanwhile, our man 
was able to contact a former owner of the 
vehicle (possibly called Bullock) and made 
arrangements to meet him at the Much Marcle 
Rally and, hopefully, see the pick-up again, 
this time restored. But unfortunately, due to a 
misunderstanding, he arrived a week late.

In February, 2011, Pete Simmonds, magazine 
editor of the ACCC, found some long-lost 
pictures of an Austin Sixteen pick-up. It was 
in two-tone grey, with a coach-built rear load 
bed that had obviously been professionally 
executed. But the cab roof featured a covered-
over sliding roof, so why would the factory 
use this when a fixed head was in production? 
Austin would, surely, have maximized the load-
carrying volume and not tapered the sides in so 
drastically. It also had a divided, chromed rear 
bumper with tow-bar and very narrow, one-
piece, drop-down tailgate. This subsequently 
turned out to be FOW 389.

Pete rightly criticised the cab door fit (doors 
often warp with age, and this vehicle is nearly 
70 years old), perhaps they look just too bad 
for it to be a factory model. Although the club 
has doubts about the factory building FOW 
389, it believes there might have been at least 
one Sixteen ute made by Austin, the vehicle 
referred to in factory records. 

FRONT WINGS
But the story of Austin Sixteen utes does 
not end there, because the Heritage Wheels 
Collection were, themselves, busy having 
a Sixteen saloon with poor rear bodywork 
restored and converted professionally to a very 
smart pick-up. The idea was to demonstrate 
what a factory pick-up version would have 
looked like. In February, 2011, the seized 
engine and gearbox were replaced by a BL 
turbo-diesel unit and five-speed gearbox for 
everyday use in modern traffic. A pair of good, 
used front wings had been bought from the 
club’s store. The remains of the rear half of 
the saloon were eventually taken off and then 
the cut-down vehicle sent to a specialist body-
builder. 

It was originally planned to fit a wide load 
box and spats from the later A70. However, 
when work on building the conversion started 
late in December, 2011, the design of the rear 
was changed to give a much more stylish look, 
blending it into the front with many coach 
lines being carried through. Additionally, the 
distinctive divided rear window was retained 
and skilfully incorporated into the back of the 
cab. The rear wheel spats have been faithfully 
copied from an A40 lent to the collection. 
The bodywork was traditionally lead-
loaded to fill any slight imperfections 
in the panel-beating, then filler/
primer applied before the long and 
tedious rubbing down between 
coats commenced. The tailgate is 
deliberately hinged a touch low to 
ensure that it’s level with the load bed 
when horizontal to accommodate long 
loads. By autumn, 2013, the pick-up 
was finally finished – it looks amazingly 
neat and nicely-proportioned, a model 
that Austin could well have produced 
had the market been receptive.

So, mystery still surrounds FOW 
389. Is it the pick-up referred to in 
factory records? The owners are sure 
it was built at Longbridge as a factory 
runabout and there are some enthusiasts who 

Two-tone green suits this pick-up. Original two-piece rear window has been 
retained for cab back.

The famous Austin pre-war styled grille.

Inboard petrol filler position is reminiscent of 
those on Australian utes.

Seats are well worn, but characterful and 
exceptionally comfortable.

Preparing bodywork to this level requires real 
skill.

Austin Sixteen pick-up takes shape – it’s now 
at the primer stage.

believe this is the genuine article. On the other 
hand, the ACCC are convinced that it is merely 
a cut-down car. If you can fill us in on any of 
the details, we would be most grateful.

My grateful thanks to all at the Heritage 
Wheels Collection for their enthusiastic 
assistance with this article and also the Austin 
Counties Car Club for its continuing support in 
providing accurate background information for 
this and other features. Also, we can thank the 
Heritage Wheels Collection for the pictures of 
FOW 389 that appear in this feature. In mid-
July, 2013, a member located the elusive pick-
up in Drybrook, Gloucestershire, spoke to Paul 
Ward, one of the two brothers who now own 
it, and took several photographs.
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Ray’s ClassicsRay’s Classics
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HILL SHIPPING IS

HILL SHIPPING IS

RAYS CLASSICS UK

RAYS CLASSICS UK

AGENT FOR OUR US &

AGENT FOR OUR US &

AUS IMPORTS.
AUS IMPORTS.

1976 CHEVY C-10,1976 CHEVY C-10, rebuilt v8/
auto vintage mags runs goodauto vintage mags runs good

$7500$7500

1967 CHEVY CUSTOM BUILD1967 CHEVY CUSTOM BUILD
STEPSIDE,STEPSIDE, hipo 350/4spd, air bags on allhipo 350/4spd, air bags on all
four corners, dvd player, power windows,four corners, dvd player, power windows,
custom flamed paint, much morecustom flamed paint, much more $18500$18500

1959 CHEVY BIG WINDOW1959 CHEVY BIG WINDOW
APACHE 6CYL/3SPDAPACHE 6CYL/3SPD,, on theon the
button many new partsbutton many new parts $9850$9850

/

ALLALL
PRICESPRICES

INCLUDEINCLUDE
SHIPPINGSHIPPING

TO UKTO UK
MAINLANDMAINLAND

1948 FORD F-1 V8/5SPD1948 FORD F-1 V8/5SPD,,
tri power disk brakes runstri power disk brakes runs

very strongvery strong
$13500$13500

1957 CHEVY HALF TON VAN1957 CHEVY HALF TON VAN,,
V8/3spd, runs & drives, willV8/3spd, runs & drives, will

be in the UK in about 4 weeksbe in the UK in about 4 weeks
$8750$8750

1954 F100 6CYL/4SPD1954 F100 6CYL/4SPD,, runsruns
good, lots of new parts, justgood, lots of new parts, just

retired from working life, lookingretired from working life, looking
for someone to restore itfor someone to restore it $9650$9650

Classic Car, Van & Motor
Caravan Insurance Cover

Authorised and Registered by the Financial Conduct Authority

● Cover for all types of vehicles including
American Motorhomes available

● Stand alone UK Breakdown/
recovery – from £60

● Limited Mileage Discounts

● Discounts for Club Members

●Wedding hire cover available
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WITHOUT carrying out a full, 
scientific analysis, we reckon 
that the classic scene is on 

the up. Our reckoning is based on the 
fact that there definitely seem to be 
more shows this year than last, and 
the one before that. This is great news 
but, of course, we cannot get round to 
every event, far from it. However, CVP 
has a super-loyal band of followers 
who get out and about and send in 
their photos. In this instance, we must 
thank Jim King and Mike Neale.

The three events featured are the Heritage 
Transport Show, at Kent County Showground, 
Detling, the Festival of Steam and Transport, 
at Chatham’s Historic Dockyard, and the 
Restoration and Classic Car Show, at the NEC, 
Birmingham. Young Jimmy (he loves that) 
crossed the great divide to travel from Essex 
to the Garden of England to visit the Detling 
show and also the two-day extravaganza at 
the Historic Dockyard. They were both great 
events and Mother Nature was obviously in a 
reasonable mood, because the weather was 
similarly reasonable.

The weather didn’t matter that much to 
Mike – who comes from a part of London the 

Who needs shiny paint when you’ve got a Chevy 3100? Obviously, the Mustang keeping it 
company at Detling.

Land Rover enthusiasts were out in force at Detling.

Anglia 105E Owners’ Club take their lovely van all over the place, in this 
case, Detling. A35 van, spotted at Detling, is a study in subtlety.

Wombles call their home – because he was at the 
Birmingham show which, quite obviously, is held 
indoors. It majors on cars, but there were some 
interesting light commercials on display. We 

simply don’t have room to publish every picture 
taken at the three events, but here is a selection. 
Before signing off, we thank James and Mike most 
kindly. Ta, chaps, you’re dashed good blokes.
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J2, entered in the display at Detling by Kevin 
Salter, from Gillingham.

Don’t you just love this Thames 300E? Notek 
spotlamp is now a classic in its own right.

Austin-badged Minor pick-up is in fine fettle. 
Caught on camera at Detling.

Chevrolet ute cannot fail to look cool. This 
example dates from 1952 and was spotted at 
the Historic Dockyard, Chatham. 

BMW never made 
a pick-up. Judging 
by this photo, 
maybe they should 
have. Ultra-neat 
conversion was on 
show at the Historic 
Dockyard.

Bedford CA still earning its keep and, we must say, looking absolutely 
splendid as it purveys ice creams at the Historic Dockyard.

Mark 2 Escort makes an excellent base for a camper conversion. This 
example is a Sun-Tor, seen at the Historic Dockyard, and it’s a great 
example, too.

The Classic Hearse Register fielded a couple of intriguing classics at the 
Historic Dockyard, this is their Fiat funeral car. Members drove a long 
way to be there, so you’ve got to hand it to them for true enthusiasm.

Paul Wood is a stalwart of the classic scene, as is his loveable Royal Mail 
Minor. Woodie was at the Historic Dockyard.
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Transit 
Custom 

Cab 
camper 

is in 
wonderful 
condition 
and drew 
plenty of 
attention 

at the 
NEC.

Mike Neale, who photographed this vehicle at the NEC, observed: 
“Requiring rather more than a T-C ut and polish was the pile of bits that 
was once a Bradford.  It looked like a major challenge, but perhaps 
with the frame rebuilt, it wouldn’t be impossible to bolt it all back 
together.” And we’re sure somebody will do just that.

The Minor 
LCV Register 

put on a 
creditable 

display at the 
NEC, which 

included 
this Co-op-

liveried 
Austin-
badged 

Minor van. 
We bet that 

the Co-op 
never had 

one quite as 
good as this.

This immaculate Hillman Imp van looks truly delightful in the livery of 
Poplar Garage, Billingshurst, and was a great draw for Rootes fans at 
the NEC. If the owner would care to get in touch, we would be most 
pleased.

From France came a lovely Renault Estafette 
with side windows, which was up for sale in the 
auction section at the NEC.  Mike Neale said: 
Tempting, but I didn’t bid.” It went under the 
hammer for £7,425.

Bedford CA crew bus is undeniably scruffy, but 
it appears to be original.

Visitors to the NEC obviously like their ice 
cream, especially when it’s served from a 
Bedford CA.

The Bedford Beagle was an estate version 
based on the HA van and conversions were 
carried out by Martin Walter, of Dormobile 
fame. This 1969 caravanette needs some work, 
but it is well within salvation. On show at the 
NEC.NEC.

You’ve got to be kind of hip to drive a VW 
splittie, so we will use a hip expression – this 
one is down in the weeds. If you can’t figure 
it out, there is no chance that you will ever 
be hip. Seen strutting its stuff at the Historic 
Dockyard.

Yes, we know, there are now about 1,000 
original Del Boy Reliants around, but this 
treatment to the van never fails to raise a 
smile. Trading independently at Chatham.
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I STARTED in the commercial 
repair business at the age of 15 in 
1962 – long ago. I worked at first 

for T W Blockley & Sons, of Heather, 
Leicestershire, as the “lad in the 
garage”. This is where I found my 
love for lorries, but mainly AECs. I 
then worked for A Fletcher & Co, of 

Ibstock, who ran a fleet of tippers, 
many were AECs, mainly Mammoth 
Majors. I worked alongside Tony 
Lawrence and we both learnt a lot 
from the likes of Wilf Price (when we 
could drag him out of the Royal Oak). 

I went on to work for Midland Red for a 
while. While I was there, I was offered a job 

as HGV mechanic at Wilsons the Builders, 
again, at Ibstock, by no other than my first 
boss, Tom Blockley, who had gone to “save” 
the transport department there. There was 
the bonus of Wilsons running an Ergo-cabbed 
AEC Marshal. I worked there for 27 years 
and then went back on the buses, working 
as a mechanic for Kinchbus (now part of the 
Trent Group), at Loughborough, where I still 
work part-time.

I am a founder member of the AEC Society 
(No 54) and I am now editor of the AEC 
Gazette. I joined when I bought my first 
restoration project, a 1963 AEC Mercury, 
ex-Scottish BRS, which I restored and 
rallied for many years. I must have gained a 
reputation in AEC circles, as I was offered 
the opportunity to restore an air suspension 
AEC Mercury, formerly owned by London 
Brick Company, by their then-fleet engineer, 
Clive Price. I restored 680 GTM over a few 
years and she now belongs to Geoff Peverill, 
in Dunstable.

I had been looking for a light commercial 
to restore, as the practicalities of owning 
another AEC were a consideration, due to 
parking and other problems. The decision 
came down to a choice between a Bedford 
CA and a Morris 1000, as we had a Bedford 
van at Blockley’s and later, a Morris Minor 
pick-up. While I was at Fletcher’s, we 
used a VW pick-up and also, if I remember 
correctly, a Mini pick-up. Not being able to 
find a suitable Bedford CA, we decided that a 
Morris would be an even better choice. Also, 
I passed my test in a Minor pick-up.Peter Fowkes’s Minor pick-up, as bought.

Peter Fowkes has fond memories of the Minor 
pick-up he used to drive at work. Now, years later, 
he drives one of his own. Here’s his tale.

MY STORY 1



CLASSIC VAN & PICKUP  August 2015 35

Fuel gauge sender unit sits under the floor and 
is easy to get at.

Now, that is what we call a clean underside.

Minor interior has timeless charm, no matter which model you see. 1,098cc A-series engine needs no introduction.

Woodwork in load area is of high quality.
Peter is well-respected in classic lorry circles, 
especially when it comes to AECs.

Peter Fowkes and Tommy the Minor pick-up.
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My wife, Gloria, and I started looking in 
earnest on eBay for a suitable vehicle. We 
found one at Rugeley, but were outbid in 
the final minutes. As it happens, we were on 
holiday on the east coast and Gloria found 
one on eBay at nearby Coltishall, a happy 
coincidence. We went to see the pick-up 
the very next day and a deal was struck. I 
went by train the following week to collect 
Tommy (more on that shortly) and drove 
him back with fingers crossed. I needn’t have 
worried, he never missed a beat. A bonus on 
the journey back were the smiles and waves 
from passing motorists.

BEST-EVER BOSS
The reason he is called Tommy is partly the 
registration (TMA) and partly in memory of 
my old, and best-ever boss, Tom Blockley. 
You may wonder why I didn’t do the pick-up 
in Blockley’s livery (red and maroon). The 
decision to put on Fletcher’s livery was ready-
made as Tommy was already green. You may 
also ask why the pick-up is two different 
shades of green – easy, Fletcher’s lorries had 
woodland green bodies, forest green cabs and 
tangerine chassis. If, perchance, the pick-up 
had been red or maroon, it would have been 
finished in Blockley’s livery.

The pick-up was in quite good order when 
bought and new wings front and rear and a 
new bonnet had been fitted, however, many 
hours have been spent bringing it up to the 
standard you see. A new rear floor was fitted, 
new door cards made and fitted and the body 
painted and vinyl signs applied.

The man I bought it from was a farmer, 
from near Cromer, who used it to take feed 
to his cattle on a daily basis. A shovel-full 
of dirt was collected from each wheel-arch 
before I undersealed the chassis which, again, 
was in good order. A shovel full of dirt came 
out of the cab, too.

Peter mentions Tony Lawrence 
and that name will be familiar to 
many readers. Tony now lives in New 
Zealand, but keeps in touch with 
the classic scene over here and often 
contributes to CVP, with photos and 
reports of happenings in NZ. 

It was Tony who persuaded Peter 
to contact us about his Minor. You 
will also notice that Peter makes 
many references to the bigger stuff, 
particularly AECs, and he is well-

respected in classic lorry circles. 
Our thanks go to Tony for his 
encouragement and Peter for his 
efforts in getting this story into the 
mag, all much appreciated – Editor.
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Tony Fox, from Canada, 
tells of his charismatic 
and ultra-rare Austin A95 
Westminster Countryman.

MY A95 was built in 1958 
and I have some original 
letters from Austin Motor 

Export Co that identify the build and 
delivery dates. I have been restoring 
this vehicle to original specifications 
over the past 11 years. The body 
has undergone a total restoration 
and repaint to its original colours of 
spruce green and lighter palm green. 
It has a four-speed transmission with 
overdrive. 

It was purchased by an American customer 
through the Austin Motor Co Overseas 
Vehicle Delivery Service, where an overseas 
purchaser could drive the vehicle in Europe 
for up to 12 months before shipping it back 
home and not pay purchase tax. Price new 
for domestic purchasers was £834 plus £418 
purchase tax. It was imported to the USA by 
Langley’s Garage, New Hampshire.

The Countryman version of the 
Westminster A95 was built by the Austin 
Motor Co, the body being converted by 
Jensen Motors for Austin. Complete six-
seater saloon bodies were  shipped to Jensen, 
who converted them to the Countryman 
configuration. It is estimated that 1,300 of 
these vehicles were built, according to Austin 
historian Norman Milne. This is one of two 
known in North America, but the only one 
complete and on the road. There are fewer 
than 10 estimated to be on the road in the 
world. Coincidentally, this vehicle was built 
at the same time I worked in the Austin 
Longbridge factory, so we both came down 
the line together.

It went back on the road again in 
September, 2014 and I estimate this is the 

Tony Fox, looking decidedly cool with his 
splendid A95 Countryman.

Engine is one of BMC’s finest – bay is 
immaculate.

Just look at that interior, ah, if you can’t feel 
the ambience then buy a Mondeo.

first time it has been driven in over 40 years. 
It made its debut at the Bronte Park British 
Car Show, in Oakville, Ontario, where it 
was a Feature Car and achieved the Best in 
Class award. The Bronte Park show has been 
running for 25 years and is recognized as the 
largest British car show in North America, 
averaging over 1,000 vehicles each year.

A short, but highly-informative and 
interesting story. The thing is, what is 
an estate car doing in CVP? Well, this is 
as near as you will ever get to an Austin 
Westminster van and, to my mind, not to 
feature such an intriguing vehicle would 
be an absolute sin in the world of classics. 
Tony, I thank you kindly – Editor.

Tony’s partner, Lynda – he applauds her for being highly-supportive during the A95 project.

37
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IT is time, friends, to cast aside 
modernity, spurn the decadence 
of brightly-coloured images and 

indulge in nostalgia the only way it 
can truly be presented. And that 
way is monochrome, the finest 
medium known to man, woman or 
beast when it comes to recalling the 
splendid past. This month’s black-
and-white gems come from Tony 
Kloet and Roger Newark.

Tony lives in New Zealand and he has sent 
a couple of photos that we know will delight 

you. Roger is from Doddington, Cambs, 
and he worked for Kodak, in London, a few 
decades ago. He used to wander round with 
a camera in his hand in his spare time and 
take pictures of anything that took his eye. 
Roger did not intentionally seek out light 
commercials, nevertheless, some got caught 
in his lens and we hereby present you with 
one of those photographs. We have plenty 
more in hand and they will be published in 
due course.

Before you peruse these images, please 
rummage through the family treasures and 

dig out those old pictures. We don’t care if 
they are ripped, yellowed, printed in sepia or 
have been used as blotting paper by your old 
Aunty Phoebe when she was writing out her 
shopping list. Provided they have some sort 
of connection with classic light commercials 
and are reasonably within the bounds of 
blasphemy, sedition and libel, we would be 
delighted to receive them. 

Despatch these heirlooms by conventional 
post, carrier vulture or even e-mail, if you 
can bear to be so vulgar. Wait to hear, old 
beans.

Roger Newark 
joined Kodak in 
1960, straight 
from school, 
working at their 
head office 
in Kingsway, 
Holborn, dealing 
with customers‘ 
queries and 
problems with 
sensitized 
materials. He 
said: “I have 
always had 
an interest in 
photography 
(still very active 
in the field as an 
amateur) and 
Kodak gave me a 
good grounding, 
including 
evening classes 
at Regent Street 
Polytechnic, 
studying for 
the Institute 
of British 
Photographers. 
However, I 
left after four 
years, did two 
years as a 
London copper, 
stationed in 
Westminster, 
and then went 
into local 
government 
– 30 years 
in highway 
maintenance and then 10 years in disaster 
management – until retirement.” OK, now 
you know a bit about Roger, take a look at this 
shot of Piccadilly Circus, taken in 1961 from 
an upper floor of the old Swann and Edgar 
department store. The famous roundabout is 
just out of shot, but part of the Statue of Eros 
can be seen at the bottom of the photograph. 

The picture is an incredible study in nostalgia. 
From CVP’s point of view, a Thames 400E 
takes centre stage, albeit playing a small role 
in the scheme of things. Cast your eye over 
the rest of the image and every single part is a 
fabulous reminder of the past – Clark Gable., 
Marilyn Monroe and Montgomery Clift in The 

Misfits, on at the London Pavilion, FX3 black 
cabs (and some early FX4s), Bristol cigarettes 
(tipped, at that), a massive, rooftop advert for 
BMC vehicles … truly compelling stuff. As we 
said earlier, Roger has sent us several images 
and more will appear. And believe us, they are 
great.



Tony Kloet sent us this photo of a Bradford, taken at Mount Ruapehu ski area in Central North Island, New Zealand. He said: “The photo was 
taken in the mid-fifties and the Bradford was owned by a Ron Moses, who was on his way to the Hermitage Hotel at Aoraki Mount Cook. This is the 
highest mountain in NZ at over 12,000ft and is situated in the Southern Alps on South Island. Ron was with a couple of mates and as it got dark, 
they stopped at a workman’s roadside hut to spend the night. Next morning, they found it had snowed a little bit while they slept. Apparently, the 
Bradford started first pop.”

This Austin A40-based 
van belonged to Stanton 

Brothers and is parked 
outside their premises in 
Hastings, New Zealand, 

in the mid-fifties. The 
company specialised in 

office stationery and went 
on to become Stanton 

Press. Photo from Tony 
Kloet.
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OUR good old English proverbs and 
sayings are sometimes at odds with 
each other. Here’s a few examples. 

Many hands make like work, but too many 
cooks spoil the broth. More haste, less 
speed, yet he who hesitates is lost. There’s 
safety in numbers, but two’s company, 
three’s a crowd. Some mixed messages, 
there, and here is another. If a job is worth 
doing, it’s worth doing right. However, 
we are told that necessity is the mother 
of invention, implying that you sometimes 
have to come up with a way of achieving a 
goal, using a fresh approach. Well, that’s my 
interpretation of matters, anyhow.

The thing is, what exactly is right? Obviously, 
it’s right not to contravene the seven deadly 
sins, but there are other situations in life when 
the correct procedure is rather a matter of 
opinion. And this brings me, more specifically, 
to the subject of bodging. It is scorned and 
sneered at in the world of automobiles, 
especially classics. How many times have you 
read restoration features when owners have 
said “somebody had been at it and butchered 
it”, “it was a right mess until I got my hands 
on it”, “I decided to do the job properly” or 
“some animal had been at the engine”?

Such remarks are made with utter contempt 
and derision, as if a previous owner was guilty 
of some heinous crime. It’s all well and good 
to make these holier-than-thou observations, 
especially when you’ve got a large, well-lit and 
heated workshop, lathe, milling machine, MIG 
(and possibly TIG) welder, spray gear and all of 
the other stuff that makes life so much easier. 
Or if your cheque book is fat enough to pay 
somebody else to do the work.

But a lot of geezers carry out restorative 
procedures in less-than-ideal conditions – 
cramped workshop or, maybe, no workshop 
at all, necessitating tinkering by the roadside 
– and with an extremely limited toolkit. A set 

of spanners, screwdrivers, a few files and the 
odd power tool, such as a grinder. It’s then that 
ingenuity comes into play.

What would you consider to be a bodge? 
The Oxford English Dictionary usually settles 
any arguments over definitions and it says that 
a bodge is a variation of a botch and a botch is 
bungled or spoilt work. However, bodge has 
taken on a wider definition in our world of old 
clunkers and we take it to mean a makeshift 
job that’s not been carried out properly, but 
will do for the time being.

Have you ever bodged something? Come 
on, be honest. I’m betting that you have, even 

if only by misusing tools, such as employing 
a screwdriver as a chisel, adjusting a spark 
plug electrode with pliers or poking a piece 
of wire through a carb jet to clean it. My list 
of demeanours includes cutting a hole in the 
bulkhead of a Hillman Avenger to gain access 
to a core plug at the rear of the cylinder head 
and then patching up the hole with tin and filler, 
grinding a piece out of the rear floor on an 

S-Type Jag (the original) to change the inboard 
brake pads and fixing the rubber diaphragm 
on a twin-choke Solex carb with a bicycle 
puncture repair kit.

I also recall working on an engine a few 
years back and changing the pistons and small-
end bushes. I can’t remember what lump it 
was, but it had bronze-type bushes and once 
pressed in, they should have been reamed. I 
didn’t have a reamer, of course, but a mate said 
an old dodge was to wrap a piece of dowel in 
very fine abrasive paper and lightly rub down 
the inside of each bush until the gudgeon pins 
were a snug fit. It worked and the engine 
carried on for ages thereafter.

It was that same mate, as it happens, who 
asked me to change the clutch on his dad’s 
Mark 1 Escort van. On reassembly, two of 
the threads stripped in the bell-housing and I 
overcame the problem by forcing in a couple 
of bolts that were slightly oversize. It was 
touch and go whether they would split the 
aluminium, but they held on just fine.

The worst bodge I have seen was on a 
Minivan. I had occasion to check out the 
underbody-mounted SU fuel pump and, to 
my surprise, discovered that there were two. 
One was disconnected, but still bolted in place, 
and the other was held in position by cable 
ties. Obviously, the original had packed up and 
whoever did the job had decided it would be 
easier to leave it where it was and mount the 
new pump alongside and secure it to the sub-
frame with plastic ties.

In my humble (very) opinion, a bodge is 
totally acceptable, provided it does the job and 
is totally safe. If it has been executed in such a 
way that a proper repair can be effected later 
then that is a rather nice bonus. Just remember 
the old saying, many men smoke, but Fu 
Manchu. That is irrelevant, but awfully funny.

The former is correct, the latter isn’t – 
Editor.

TOM BUCKLE
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