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1 If You want to learn how the stamp 
trade works, please read on… When I 

was 15, I did. I wondered if there was some se-
cret source of supply? So, I bought my 1st stamp 
mixture, (wholesale I thought), broke it into 50 
smaller units, advertised it in Stamp Magazine 
‘Classifi eds’, and waited for the orders to roll in… 
I’m still waiting, 48 years later !...

Wrong O� er 7 Wrong Price 7 Wrong Place 7
(naïve seller 4 = H me but I was only 15 at 

the time!)

2 Three years later,  attending my 
fi rst public stamp auctions I wondered 

how some bidders seemed to buy everything, 
paying the highest price? It didn’t occur to 
me that they were probably Auction Bidding 
Agents, paid by absent (dealer) bidders to rep-
resent them. I wondered why two collectors 
sitting side by side muttered to each other 
“he’s a dealer” as if that justifi ed him paying 
the highest price… 

…but did it really? What was the real reason? 
How could a Dealer pay a higher price than a 
Collector? It doesn’t make sense, does it? Col-
lectors are customers. Customers usually pay 
the highest price, unless… for a Collector, this 
was…

Wrong Presentation7 Wrong Place 7 
therefore Wrong Price 7

3 Fast-forward 48 years later 
to a British Empire collection, lot #1 

in an International Stamp Auction – Estimat-
ed at £3,000, but we were the highest bidder 
at £21,000 – YES – some 7×higher. Including 
Buyer’s Premium in the extraordinary sum of 
£4,788 we actually paid GBP£25,788= upon a 
£3,000 estimate… however, we broke it down 
into sets, singles, mini-collections etc. We made 
a profi t. Some might say it found its price. 
Others may say:

Wrong Estimate 7 Wrong Presentation 7 
Wrong Structure7 Wrong Protection of Price 7 

– Lucky for the seller that 2 well-healed 
bidders saw the potential value that day 
or it could have been given away… the seller 
could easily have lost out couldn’t he? or she?

So, by un-peeling the layers of obfusca-
tion, hopefully we can all agree: 

The Secret is Simple – 

it’s ALL About: TIMING,

Plus the 3 Philatelic ‘P’s –

Presentation4Place 4and Price 4

4 Understanding the problem… 
I always remember the car trade had 

their own little ‘bible’ – Glass’s Guide. I’ve no 
idea, I’ve not even looked - in this internet-dom-
inated world, it may even have disappeared. 
Well, there’s an insider Stamp Trade publica-
tion for Stamp Dealers called “The Philatelic 
Exporter”. There’s nothing that special about 
it – and you won’t learn much or fi nd massive-
ly reduced prices by subscribing – BUT – it is 
a forum, a paper focal point, a last ‘bastion’ in 
this on-line transparent world that we inhabit… 
whereby dealers (and auctioneers) can try and 
communicate with each other. I publish my own 
articles there…

Recently I discussed the outcome of my 10 
years’ simple research, asking dealers and auc-
tioneers ‘what is your biggest problem?’ 

To a man, (why are we almost all men), they 
replied – “my biggest problem is 
stock, if I can get more of the right 
stock I can sell it easily” 

Strange that, nobody ever asked 
me the same question back – be-
cause my answer would have been 
entirely different (and I don’t treat 
it as a problem) – I seek to satisfy 
collectors

This is the reason why my compa-
ny has such massive advertising. This 
is the reason why we spend up to 8% 
of turnover – up to £200,000 per annum 
in marketing costs. (Most dealers don’t 
even sell £200K per annum).

5 Why is that? Because, as the world 
revolved the Stamp Market, imper-

ceptibly Changed, and incrementally –
Massively

So, although few will tell you this, it’s 
clearly evident that the problem for most 
Sellers of Stamps today is no longer absent 
stock – but absent collectors in the place 
they choose to sell their stamps in. Simply 
put, other Dealers, Auctions, Stamp Fairs have 
not invested in marketing to have a strong Cus-
tomer-core. To be fair, this is not true of all – but 
it is true of most – so that our nearest compet-
itor ‘Apex’ had 800 bidders in a recent auction. 
In my most recent 20,000+ lot UPA 65th Auction 
we had 2,261 different bidders from 54 different 
countries, 95% of whom were Collectors. Some 
other well-advertised auctions only have 200 
bidders (a high percentage of whom are dealers 
– so that, essentially they are Dealer-dominated 
auctions) – so that when you sell through them 
– you’re paying up to 18% (including VAT) sell-
er’s commission and the buyer is paying up to 
25% and more in Buyer’s Premium, credit card 
fees, on-line bidding fee, delivery and insurance 
etc… AND all of that so that your stamps 
may be sold, wait for it – TO DEALERS 
(and some collectors), but Dealers, that nat-
urally must make a profi t to survive…

6 Now, let’s examine the cost 
implications – Example: Your 

stamp collection sells in public auction for 
£800. Upon a 25% buyer’s premium, the dealer 
pays £1,000 and it could be more. He breaks 
it into £2,000+ selling price (much lower and 
he’ll go out of business). The auction charges 
you a seller’s commission of up to 18% (VAT 
included) upon the £800 sale price. This is 
GBP£144. Therefore you receive approaching 
£656 – which is approximately 33% of the deal-
er’s £2,000+/- retail selling price - BUT… now 
that we have identifi ed the problem…

Isn’t the Solution Staring us 
Right in The Face ?

7 Why Pay an Auction to Sell 
to Dealers: Sell to Collectors in-

stead ?In our example with buyer’s premium, 
sellers commission, lotting fees, extra credit 
card charges, VAT and even insurance - you’re 
already being charged in different ways up to 
40% of the selling price to sell, possibly or prob-
ably, to the wrong person. 

Why not direct that 40% cost you’re pay-
ing to sell to Collectors instead? Sounds 
good, so why hasn’t this been done before ?

8 Truth is,  it Has been done be-
fore…Sometimes the ‘old’ ways are the 

best ways aren’t they? But in today’s enthusiasm 
to obscure the obvious so that money may be 
taken, almost surreptitiously, in numerous dif-
ferent ways, (without us apparently noticing 
until we see the cheque in our pocket) – the 
transparent ‘seller pays’ has been deliberately 
‘obscured’ – so much so that, amazingly, the 
latest 2017 European Auction Selling Legisla-
tion just introduced – now requires auctions 

ATTENTION OWNERS OF LARGE/ VALUABLE COLLECTIONS –

Are You THINKING of SELLING?
This is

HOW THE STAMP TRADE WORKS
Philatelic Expert Lets You into his Selling Secrets  so you can bene� t from 

a totally di� erent (and New) Selling Experience
by Andrew McGavin

About The Author � Andrew found his Father’s 
stamps at the age of 10. A year later at Senior 
School he immediately joined the School 
Stamp Club. He ‘specialised’(!) in British, but 
soon was interested in Queen Victoria which he 
could not a� ord. The 2nd to last boy wearing 
short trousers in his school year, he religiously 
bought Post O�  ce New Issues on Tuesdays 
with his pocket money. He soon found that he 
enjoyed swapping / trading stamps as much as 
collecting them. Aged 19, eschewing University 
he quickly found a philatelic career in London, 
leading to creating his own companies in 
stamps. Andrew has authored many interna-
tionally published Stamp ‘Tips’ articles, appear-
ing on Local Radio and National TV promoting 
Philately with Alan Titchmarsh. Andrew’s area of 
expertise is unusual – in so far as his grounding 
in collecting and wide philatelic knowledge has 
given him a deep understanding of Philately. 
He has studied Philately for the past 45 years, 
in combination with Commerce and Marketing 
Expertise, enabling him to create synergies in 
‘lifetime’ interlinked Stamp Selling Systems, sell-
ing unit-priced stamps through to handling col-
lections & Rarities up to £700,000 each. Today 
Andrew is fortunate to be co-owner with his 
Wife, of Universal Philatelic Auctions (aka UPA) 
– the Largest No Buyer’s Premium Reducing-Es-
timate System Stamp Auction in the World, cre-
ating records selling stamps to 2,261 di� erent 
bidders from 54 di� erent countries in his latest 
auction. Andrew stopped collecting 
stamps aged 18 reasoning that his 
enjoyment of stamps would be in 
handling them and selling them… 

ANDREW PROMOTING PHILATELY ON 
THE ALAN TITCHMARSH SHOW ITV

REQUEST MY ‘TIPS OF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET
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that charge ‘buyer’s premiums’ to warn the 
buyer in advance. Just imagine going into the 
petrol station, and being warned that the price 
you’re paying to put fuel in you tank is not the 
real price, you have to pay a premium! Obvious-
ly, there would be an uproar…

9 How can you cut out the 
middleman and sell to Col-

lectors instead?  Well, I can think of two 
ways. 1). DIY - Do It Yourself selling on eBay. 
That may be fi ne for lower grade material – but, 
would you risk auctioning relatively unprotect-
ed rare material on eBay ? We don’t and we’re 
professionals, so we should know what we’re 
doing. Or 2). Cut out the extra middle-man. Use 
my company UPA, which reaches collectors 
instead. Here’s how it works: Continuing from 
our previous Example:

The auction sold your stamps to a dealer for 
£1,000 – but You received circa £656

UPA sells them to collectors for you for up to 
£2,000 – even after 40% commission you receive 
up to £1,200. Up to £544 more. Now that’s amaz-
ing, isn’t it? G

10  Sounds Good Andrew, but 
Can You ‘Deliver’?  Obviously, 

nothing is as simple as that, and as we auction 
stamps to collectors some collections may 
‘break’ to the example £2,000+/- but the stamps 
may be sold for more or less – especially as we 
reserve all lots at 20% below, (Estimate £2,000 
= £1,600 reserve) and not everything sells fi rst 
or even 2nd time so prices may come down… 
Naturally, it’s not that straightforward for a deal-
er either – he may sell at a discount to ‘move’ 
stock OR, like many dealers he may be sitting 
on the same unsold stamps, that you see time 
and time again, in dealer’s stocks years later 
and still at the same unattractive prices… So, 
I think it is more reasonable for you to expect 
up to 36% to 50% more, indirectly or directly via 
my Collector’s Secret Weapon: Universal 
Philatelic Auctions, which moves material more 
quickly, by incrementally reducing estimate (and 
reserve) price in a structured selling system… 

11 Q.� What is the Collector’s 
‘Secret Weapon’? 
A.� It’s called the 
Unique UPA Reducing 

       Estimate System... L
This is a rather long explanation, I don’t want 

to bore you, but 17 years ago, when my wife and 
I set up Universal Philatelic Auctions I detected 
that the stamp trade’s biggest problem then was 
not what sold – but what didn’t sell… So, 
because I didn’t want to try to keep on offering 
the same either unsaleable or overpriced stock 
I created the unique UPA Reducing Estimate 
(and reserve) Selling System. Simply put, if a 
lot doesn’t sell in the 1st auction we reduce the 
estimate (and reserve) by 11% and unlike other 
dealers and auctions WE TELL YOU – ‘US’ 
= once unsold. If unsold after the following 
auction we reduce by a further 12% and WE 
TELL YOU ‘US2’, if unsold after a 3rd UPA 
auction we reduce by a further 13% and WE 
TELL YOU ‘US3’ and so on till the lot fi nds its 
price, is sold or virtually given away... 4

12 Any Scientist will tell you   
that combinations of ingredients can 

produce powerful results. So we created the 
unique combination of my UPA Reducing Es-
timate System, married (in stone), with UPA’s 
fair ‘NO BUYER’S Premium’ policy, PLUS each 
lot carries my total ‘no quibble’ guarantee – 
this formula is the reason why within the span 
of 4 auctions (one year)… 90%-95% of lots bro-
ken from a collection have sold. This Unique 
Philatelic Selling System Formula is the rea-
son why we are the largest stamp auction in 
the UK today with 2,261 different bidders in 
my recent auction.E 

In Hindsight Dealers warned me 17 years 
ago that my idea wouldn’t work. 17 years later 
I think I’ve proven that it does. (Reader: Please 
Request a complimentary UPA catalogue – us-
ing the contact details further below)

13 OK, Cut to the Chase
Andrew, what’s the 

offer? All of my Selling Systems are based 
upon selling to Collectors Globally, 
so that 95% of stamps sold by UPA are sold 
directly to Collectors. If you wish to benefi t 
by up to 50% or more, depending upon your 
circumstance and type of material, by cutting 
out the middleman – then this offer may be 
for you. Generally ‘time’ is the enemy in our 
lives, and for most dealers not being able to 
sell stock. Now is the time to let ‘time’ do 
the ‘heavy-lifting’ and consider making ‘time’ 
work for you, so that at UPA you can make 
time your friend. I
14  AND the SMALL PRINT? Some 

lots are too small in value for us to offer 
this system. Other lots may not be suited to selling 
in this manner (e.g. surplus mint British decimal 
stamps best used for postage) – especially if the 
market is heavily compromised by stock overhang 
in specifi c areas. Some Collectors will not wish to 
use time and systems to leverage price, others will 

want to agree a specifi c price and know that they 
are paid precisely this amount. No client is treated 
like a number and no client is forced like a square 
peg into a round hole. M

15 OK, What Do I Do Next?
a). You contact UPA to discuss with 

Andrew or a highly-qualifi ed Auction Valuer/
Describer what you have to dispose of and your 
options bearing in mind your specifi c interests 
/ requirements

b). If you wish, get a 2nd opinion, but 
investigate what type of auction / dealer you 
are dealing with. Is it a Dealer’s auction with 
relatively few collectors? Can you see where 
/ how the Dealer sells? If you can’t easily see 
any pricelists or high quality selling catalogues 
– that Dealer may sell your stamps to other 
dealers… 

c). Finally you ask U P A to collect your 
stamps, insure in transit for an estimated re-
placement retail value…C B S

16 What Happens then?  A mem-
ber of my Team telephones/e-mails 

you to confi rm safe receipt. ‘Overnight’ valu-
ations, unless simple, are rare. Valuing stamp 
collections that have taken tens of years to 
create takes time. Depending upon your priori-
ties / timescale I, or an experienced member of 
my Team will contact you to discuss your re-
quirements and the options available to you for 
the sale of your collection. Provided only that 
you feel well-informed and comfortable do we 
agree strategy T D

17 How Strong is the Stamp 
and Cover Market? Everybody 

knows that the strongest areas are GB and Brit-
ish Empire. Post-Independence / QEII material 
sells but if hinged at considerable discount. 
Mint hinged material pre 1952 is regarded as the 
industry ‘norm’ and therefore desirable – but 
genuine never-hinged commands a premium. 
Europe sells but at reduced levels, Americas 
is good, as generally is Asia but the ‘heat’ has 
come off China which is still good – and Russia 
which can still be good. East Europe is weak-
er. Overall, Rarities throughout 
can command their own price 
levels and real Postal History 
has good demand. 

18 What Should I Do Next? Dis-
cuss your collection with U P A. Con-

tact Andrew or an experienced member of his 
Team now… B C

19  Guarantee: I want You to be 
absolutely Sure So If You’re not 

sure we’ll transport and return your stamps for 
FREE up to £200 in actual shipping cost at our 
expense. It sounds generous (and it is), but it’s 
far less than the cost of driving 100+ miles each 
way and 3 to 6 hours in your home valuing your 
stamps U

20 My Double Cast Iron Guaran-
tee: We can do a better job valuing your 

stamps in our offi ce than in your home. If you 
don’t agree I’ll pay you an extra £50 for you to pay 
somebody trusted to open the boxes and put your 
albums back, in the same place, on the shelf they 
came from. U U 

21 Act NOW: Contact Andrew or 
an experienced member of his Team 

using the on-line selling form at our website, by 
fax, telephone or by mail. We’ll work harder for 
you not to regret the decision to sell all or part 
of your collection…C B

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 
Author, Managing Director 
Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA

Contact UPA: 01451 861 111
UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL:

Dear Folk at UPA,
I’ve dealt with the public for 37 + years, and as 
both a consumer, and a businessman, I have 
created huge numbers of orders from all over 
the world from a complete range of suppliers 
from all aspects of our daily lives.

But I don’t believe I have ever encountered 
such sensitivity, such kind thought, such 
understanding as I have with you in our 
initial meeting, our subsequent successful 
transaction, and now this.

I recall well the item you highlight, and 
realise that this one item has such colossal 
personal value, I could never part with it. 

It has been an absolute pleasure dealing 
with yourself, and I am more than willing for 
you to use this e-mail as commendation to 
others who may be thinking of disposing of 
their collection. 

Many, many thanks for a memorable 
experience, and I will try to emulate your 
thought and care in my own business sphere.

Yours sincerely
D. E. B. Bath, UK

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS SCM 07/17

4 The Old Coalyard, West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK
Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297

www.upastampauctions.co.uk • info@upastampauctions.co.uk

Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 

Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA

Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 
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Canadian stamps have always fascinated me, from the first issues of the territories with grand names such 
as New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, to the later issues of the Dominion of Canada which was formed 150 
years ago this month. With early French influence and later British control, the stamps hint at colonial 
powers and yet have a strong identity of their own, and of course, many of the designs are beautiful, 
adding colour and variety to a stamp album. 

To mark ‘Canada 150’ we’re taking a welcome look at Canada’s stamp history in this issue, while we 
also travel to the USA for an intriguing article on immigration to the country, in an article written by the curators of the 
British Library Philatelic Collections. Closer to home we bring you another ‘GB Gem’ and we preview the new ‘Windmills and 
Watermills’ stamps from Royal Mail; do let me know what you think of the set.

As we head into the holiday season, we’re also offering readers the chance to visit the gorgeous city of Prague for the 
Sberatel Collector’s Fair in an exclusive competition (see page 23). Do have a go, someone’s got to win it! And if you are going 
away in the next month or two, why not send us a postcard? We’d love to see the latest stamps being used around the world 
for the international rate; we’ll publish examples in a later issue and on our facebook page. 

Finally, I do hope all subscribers enjoy the free stamp hinges given away with this issue. It’s the latest gift in our SCM Subs 
Club (see page 53), and we’ve got some more great goodies, including stamp sets, to give away in the coming months.

Matt Hill, Editor
matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk

WELCOME

Stamp & Coin Mart Advisory Board
Mike Jackson, philatelic publisher and author
Richard Johnson,  President, International Federation of 
  Stamp Dealers’ Associations (IFSDA)
Birthe King, Danish and UK national judge, FEPA Board Director
Chris King, Chair of ABPS National Exhibitions & International Committee
Paul Skinner, Head Curator, British Library Philatelic Collections
Frank Spencer, new issues dealer and thematics expert
Rick Warren, Chairman, Philatelic Traders’ Society (PTS)
Find out more about the Advisory Board on our website: http://stamp.cm/scm-board

STAMP
& COIN MART

Turn to page 53 for details of the popular 
SCM Subs Club. Open to all Stamp & Coin Mart 
subscribers, the club brings you exclusive discounts, 
competitions and special offers.

Want to join? See page 54 for our latest subs offer…

SCM
SUBS
CLUB

The

EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS!

MEET THE EXPERTS…

Professional writer Chris West has written about many 
different subjects, from crime fiction through history to 
how to start a business. He has written two books on 
stamps, including First Class: A History of Britain in 36 
Postage Stamps and writes our Stamp Story on page 44.

Author and historian Dane Garrod is a fellow of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London, past Vice President of 
the National Philatelic Society, and presenter of displays 
to local societies. He follows the intriguing journey of 
another postal history item on page 50.

This beautifully designed 

British Columbia design was 

issued in 1865, see more 

Canadian stamps in our 

special feature on page 40.

John Apfelbaum has spent a lifetime learning about 
stamps and stamp collecting. He runs the US-based firm 
of stamp professionals Earl PL Apfelbaum. John discusses 
the appeal of Japanese stamps in his regular ‘World 
View’ column on page 19.

Join Stamp & Coin Mart for just 
£8.99 per quarter and receive

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
01778 392030

FREE PERSONALISED 
COLLECTOR’S TIN
& POSTCARD SET
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The Grandstand YORK Racecourse 
The Racecourse - YORK - YO23 1EX

95+ Stamp Dealers and 60+ Coin, banknote and medal Dealers

21st to 22nd July 2017
Friday (11am to 6pm) - Saturday (10am to 4pm)

STAMP DEALERS

�ABPS
�AfricaStamps
�Alan Rothwell
�ALLWORLDPH.COM
�Andrew G Lajer Ltd
�Andrew Vaughan Philatelics
�Anthony Baker
�Argyll Etkin Ltd
�Arun Stamps
�Avery Stamps
�BB Stamps
�Bbfila.com
�Bill Barrell Ltd
�Bob Lee
�Candlish McCleery
�Chaomo Wang
�Charlie Rudge
�Chris Rainey
�Christoph Gärtner
�Corbitt Stamps Ltd
�Cotswold & Stuart Covers
�Cover Collecting   

Richard Park
�DG Stamps
�Dave Foster
�David Feldman SA
�David Morrison
�David Mouser
�David Rice
�David Shaw

�Derek Fulluck
�Embassy Philatelists
�Empire Collectables
�Eric Hinchliffe
�Eric Wilding
�Fyns Frimærke Service
�GB and Royal Naval 

Covers
�Hendon Stamp Co
�Howard Hatton
�Ian Perry
�JA Mathews
�Jerwood Philatelics
�John Auld
�John Curtin Ltd
�Liz Ashfield & Andy 

Faulkner
�Lothian Stamps
�LoveAuctions
�The Magpie
�Mark Bloxham
�Mint GB Stamps
�Mulready Philatelics
�Murray Payne Ltd
�NPS
�Nigel Steen
�Northern Stamps
�North Staffs Stamps
�PZH 1840
�P. Harris (Stamps)
�Paper Heritage
�Parkstone Philatelics

�Paul Jones
�Paul Kirkwood
�Paul van Zeyl
�Peter Mollett
�Philangles
�Ramsdens
�Ray Watts
�Richardson & Copp
�Robert Danzig
�Robert Uden
�Robstine Stamps
�Roger Jackson
�Roy Hamilton-Bowen
�The Royal Philatelic Society 

London
�Sobotka & Breebaart
�Southport Stamp Auctions
�Stamp & Coin Mart
�Stanley Gibbons Ltd
�Stephen Holder 

(Barndance)
�Stephen Sayer
�Stephen T Taylor
�Stewart Harris
�Thames Themes
�Tom Hamilton
�Trevor Chinery
�Tristan Brittain
�Westgate Supplies
�Windsor Philatelics
�Yorkshire Philatelic 

Association 
 

COIN DEALERS

�A.H. Baldwin Ltd
�AMR Coins
�Anthony Halse
�B. Frank & Son
�Bedrock Collectables Ltd
�Bonhams
�British Banking History 

Society
�Bucks Coins
�Chris Dixon
�Colin Cooke
�Colin Rumney
�DRG Coins & Antiquities
�David Craddock
�David Turner
�Den of Antiquity
�Dix Noonam Webb
�Ernie Brooks
�GM Coins
�George Rankin Coin Co
�Ian Gradon
�Jan Ruijs
�John Cummings
�John Newman
�K & M Coins
�KB Coins
�Knightsbridge Coins
�Lindum Colonia
�Lloyd Bennett
�Lockdale Coins
�London Coins

�M. Veissid & Co
�Mark Rasmussen
�Michael Beaumont
�Michael McAndrew
�Mike Stark
�Mike Vosper
�Moore Antiquities
�Nigel Mills
�Pam West
�Paul Davies Ltd
�Paul Revell
�Peter Morris
�Richard Gladdle
�Rick Coleman
�Rob Davies
�Roger Outing
�Saltford Coins
�Scot Mint
�Silbury Coins
�Simon Monks
�Sovereign Rarieties
�Studio Coins
�Token Publications Ltd
�Tony Hall
�Tony Spink
�Victory Coins
�Weighton Coins
�Wessex Coins
�West Essex Coin 

Investments
�Yorkshire Numismatic 

Society

List of dealers attending YORK
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THIS IS JUST A SMALL PART
OF OUR 2017 CATALOGUE

email: sales@ajhstamps.co.uk
Web Page: www. ajhstamps.co.uk

AJH STAMPS LTD
THE LAURELS

MANCHESTER ROAD, ACCRINGTON
LANCS, BB5 2PF

TEL: (01254) 393740 FAX: (01254) 382274

Registered Business No: 
24407076

LTD. Co No. 4110518  
  Est: 1970

REF T502
FREE STOCK
BOOK WITH 

EVERY FOREIGN 
BOX FILE

CONTAINING STAMPS 
ON AND OFF PAPER 
EARLY TO MODERN 

ALBUM PAGES AND AUCTION 
LEFT OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS 
CAT £20+ PLUS 1000 DIFFERENT 
WORLD USED STC £100+ MAKES 
THIS A GOOD SORT FOR JUST

£89.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £900

REF T503 
FREE GENUINE 1840 2d BLUE 
WITH EVERY GREAT BRITAIN 

BOX FILE
INCLUDING ALBUM PAGES, LOOSE 
STAMPS ON AND OFF PAPER 
6 REIGNS. A BAG CONTAINING 

REF T501
FREE C. O. G .H TRIANGULAR 

CAT £90 WITH EVERY 
COMMONWEALTH BOX FILE

A SUPERB MIX INC 1,000 DIFFERENT 
OFF PAPER USED STC £100+ ALSO 
ALBUM PAGES WITH A GOOD RANGE 

REF T521 
COMMONWEALTH 

SHOE BOX
CONTAINING ON AND OFF PAPER, 
UNCHECKED A TO Z EARLY TO 
MODERN, LOOSE AND ON LEAVES, 
A GOOD MAINLY MODERN MIX, 
BUT SOME EARLY MIXED IN, BETTER 
SINGLES, CHEAP LOT, 1000+ STAMPS, 

MAINLY USED, FOR JUST

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY

REF T522
CHANNEL IS, REGIONALS & IOM 

SHOE BOX
CONTAINS STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, 
DEFINITIVES & COMMEMORATIVES, PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES FDCs ETC, ALSO SOME 
SETS & SINGLES, MINT & USED, A GOOD 
SORT FOR THESE POPULAR COUNTRIES, 
FOR JUST

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY

REF T523
GREAT BRITAIN SHOE BOX, FREE 
1841 IMPERF 1d RED & 2d BLUE 

CAT £130
CONTAINING A GOOD MIX OF ALL 6 REIGNS 
FROM 1d REDS TO MODERN INC STAMPS 
ON & OFF PAPER, INC SOME EARLY, IDEAL 
FOR WATERMARKS, ALSO ALBUM PAGES, 
FDCs, MINT & USED SETS & SINGLES ETC

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY
REF T510

THE FAMOUS ALL WORLD 
WOODEN TEA CHEST OF STAMPS

YES, THE ULTIMATE SORT WITH OVER 900 OF THESE SOLD 
IN THE LAST 30 YEARS, A MUST FOR COLLECTOR/DEALER 
OR ANYONE WHO LIKES A GOOD SORT, INC COLLECTIONS, 
PACKETS, LOOSE LEAVES, BOXES, INC GB, CW & FOREIGN, 
STOCKBOOKS OF ALL WORLD, SINGLES & SETS WITH 
STAMPS CAT £50+, 15,000+ STAMPS WITH RETAIL VALUE 
OF £1,000+,& WEIGHING APPROX 30 KILOS, MAKING THIS A 
SUPERB LOT.               HAVE YOU TRIED 

ONE YET FOR

£699.50 PLUS £28.00 FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T510
THE FAMOUS 
ALL WORLD 

WOODEN 
TEA CHEST 
OF STAMPS

REF T519
WORLD (NO GB) 12KG BOX

BOX OF ALL WORLD COLLECTIONS 
COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN (NO 
GREAT BRITAIN) AND NO STAMPS ON 
PAPER A GOOD MIX OF COUNTRIES 
AND SINGLE COUNTRY COLLECTIONS 
IN STOCKBOOKS AND ALBUMS AS 
RECEIVED COULD BE ANYTHING 1,000S 

OF STAMPS 

£249.50 PLUS £15.00 DELIVERY 
BY INTERLINK.

REF T550
GREAT BRITAIN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
STOCKCARDS, BOXES OF ON & OFF PAPER & LOOSE STAMPS, 
FROM QV TO MODERN INC 1840 1d BLACK, 1d REDS AND A 
GOOD SELECTION OF MINT & USED, ALL REIGNS, PLUS FDCs ETC, 
A GOOD LOT, VERY HIGH CAT, WITH TOP VALUES AND AUCTION 
LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, STATED TO RETAIL £700+

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T551
COMMONWEALTH WOODEN HALF TEA 

CHEST
CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
& STOCKSHEETS, FROM QV TO MODERN INC CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE TRIANGULAR, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, LOOSE STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, COVERS & 
AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, SETS & SINGLES, 
GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, STATED TO RETAIL £700+

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T552
FOREIGN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE 
PAGES & STOCKSHEETS, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, STAMPS LOOSE ON & OFF PAPER , & 
SINGLE STAMPS & AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ 
EACH, GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, EARLY TO MODERN, 
STATED TO RETAIL £700+ 

£499.50 PLUS £20
 FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T546
ALL WORLD MYSTERY 

CARTON
HALF BOX CONTAINS G.B, 
COMMONWEALTH, CHANNEL 
ISLANDS, IOM AND FOREIGN, 
MIX ON AND OFF PAPER, ALSO 

COLLECTIONS, ALBUM PAGES, STOCKCARDS AND AUCTION LEFT 
OVERS, MOSTLY AS RECEIVED WITH STAMPS CAT £25+ 1000s OF 
STAMPS TO SORT FOR JUST

£129.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T547
ALL WORLD LUCKY BAG 
WITH A FREE PACKET 

CONTAINS 500 DIFFERENT 
ALL WORLD

A PLASTIC ZIP UP BAG CRAMMED 
WITH WORLD ON AND OFF PAPER AS 
RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS CHARITIES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, 
FOREIGN, GREAT BRITAIN, EARLY TO MODERN AS RECEIVED, A 
VERY GOOD AND CHEAP SORTER

£17.99 
PLUS £3 POSTAGE

HELD AT THE DUNKENHALGH HOTEL AND SPA, CLAYTON LE MOORS, ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE BB5 5JP (JUNC. 7 OFF M65)
ON THE 2ND WEDNESDAY EVERY MONTH VIEWING 5.30PM TO 7.25PM AUCTION STARTS PROMPT 7.30PM APPROX 700 LOTS PER HOUR

WRITE OR PHONE ON 01254 393740 OR E-MAIL: sales@ajhstamps.co.uk NOW FOR OUR FREE MONTHLY 
PUBLIC AUCTION CATALOGUE CONTAINING APPROX 700 LOTS, WITH CARTONS, COLLECTIONS, FOLDER ONE COUNTRY LOTS,

PLUS GREAT BRITAIN, COMMONWEALTH SETS AND SINGLE ITEMS, PRICES FROM £10 TO £10,000 PER LOT. 
OUR PRE  SALE ESTIMATE IS OVER 1½ MILLION POUND PER YEAR

NO CREDIT CARD CHARGES OR BUYERS' PREMIUM

MONTHLY PUBLIC AND POSTAL AUCTION

WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR OUR MONTHLY WHOLESALE/RETAIL SALE LIST WITH OVER 1,000 ITEMS, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH  A TO Z 
SINGLE STAMPS AND SETS MINT AND USED ALSO GREAT BRITAIN  QV TO MODERN FROM HALF PRICE  PLUS GREAT BRITAIN DEFINITIVES, SETS AND SINGLES, 

MINT AND USED AND 1840 QV TO 1936 G/F/USED, PLUS COLLECTIONS AND BOXES, AND A FURTHER RANGE OF ‘T’ NUMBERS

REF T508 

ALL WORLD IN SUITCASE 
INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, FOREIGN AND GREAT BRITAIN 
COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, COVERS, SINGLE STAMPS CAT £50+ 
ALSO LOOSE STAMPS ON AND OFF PAPER QV TO MODERN AND 

HAVE YOU CLICKED YET?
VISIT OUR ON-LINE AUCTION MANY LOTS 

STARTING FROM AS LITTLE AS £1 
WITH AUTOMATIC BID UPDATES

www.ajhstamps.co.uk

DEALERS YOU 
CAN TRUST

OVER 40 
YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

We welcome

NO CREDIT CARD 
CHARGES

WE BUY COLLECTIONS AND 
DEALER'S ENTIRE STOCK SMALL  

OR VAST, WITH IMMEDIATE 
PAYMENTS. RING NOW scan with 

your phone

500 DIFFERENT GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER AND 
FDC’s. ALSO SINGLE ITEMS 1855 1d & 2d QV TO 
1/- 1887 GREEN AND RED KEVII TO 10d, KGV TO 
5/- SEAHORSE, KGVI TO £1 1939 AND QEII TO £10, 
MAKES THIS CAT £1000 + 

  £149.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T504
GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILES

BUY REF T500 & T503 AND RECEIVE BOTH 
FREE GIFTS, 1840 1d BLACK & 2d BLUE, 
AND WE WILL REPLACE 500 DIFFERENT 
WITH 1,000 DIFFERENT TO MAKE THIS PAIR 
OF BOX FILES A SUPERB SORT & VALUE 

FOR MONEY CAT AT £2,000+  AT JUST

£269.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £90
OF COUNTRIES, PLUS STAMPS LOOSE ON AND OFF PAPER 
TO SORT, WITH COUNTRIES A TO Z, ALSO AUCTION LEFT 
OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £20+, MAKES THIS A GOOD 
SORT WITH BETTER ITEMS EARLY TO MODERN FOR JUST

£89.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

?

REF T500
FREE GENUINE 1840 Id BLACK WITH 

EVERY GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILE
A SUPERB MIX INC 500 DIFF OFF PAPER,  
ALSO STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER INC KGVI 
& WILDINGS IDEAL FOR WTM ETC PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES MOST REIGNS, MINT & 
USED AND FDCs, ITEMS OF NOTE ARE 1841 
1d  & 2d IMPERF PLUS QV TO 1/- GREEN. 

KEVII WITH VALUES TO 1/-, KGV WITH VALUES TO 2/6 
SEAHORSE, KEVIII SET, PLUS KGVI WITH VALUES TO 1951 
£1 AND QEII TO £5 MAKES THIS A GOOD SORT WITH MANY 
BETTER VALUES WITH A CAT PRICE OF £1,000+ FOR JUST

£129.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £375

2017: 12th July, 9th August,13th September, 
11th October, 8th November, 13th December

       AUCTION DATES FOR 2017

OUR 'T' NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE
£299.50 PLUS £25.00 

FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

A BAG STATED TO CONTAIN 5,000 
DIFFERENT WORLD STATED TO 
HAVE A RETAIL VALUE OF £500+

SMALL PART OF 
CATALOGUE ETC 
CHANGE 
2015 TO 2016

REF T520 
FOREIGN SHOE BOX

CRAMMED WITH ON AND OFF PAPER FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. ALL WORLD MIXTURE STATED TO BE 
A MINIMUM OF 1000+ DIFFERENT. ALSO ALBUM 
PAGES, LOOSE STAMPS AUCTION LEFT OVERS 
CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £5+ THIS IS A VERY 
GOOD CHEAP  SORT (NO GREAT BRITAIN) OVER 

4000 SOLD  THE LAST 37 YEARS FOR JUST

£39.50 PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY
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Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for world collections, single country collections, single items, covers, 
proof material and specialised collections. Our customer base is increasing dramatically and we need an ever-larger supply 
of quality material to keep pace with demand. The market is currently very strong for G.B. and British Commonwealth and 

the Far East. If you are considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act.

Selling your stamp collection?

Auctioneers and Valuers
www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB   England

Tel: (01926) 499031   •   Fax: (01926) 491906
Email: ian.hunter@warwickandwarwick.com 

/warwickauctions                  @warwickauctionsGet the experts on your side!

FREE VALUATIONS
We will provide a free, professional valuation of your collection, 
without obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will make 
you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we will recommend 

inclusion of your property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to our 
Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 

offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS
Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or 
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger and 

valuable collections. Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS
We have an ongoing programme of advisory days, in all regions 
of the United Kingdom, where you can meet us and discuss the 

sale of your collection. Visit our website for further details.

We will be visiting the following towns within the next few weeks: 
Huntingdon, Chichester, Andover, Nottingham,  

Bexhill on Sea, Bedford, Warwick, Tunbridge Wells, 
Borehamwood, Bicester, Skipton, Wigan, Slough, Melton 
Mowbray, Carmarthen, Cardiff, St. Helens and Congleton.

EXCELLENT PRICES
Because of the strength of our customer base we are in  
a position to offer prices that we feel sure will exceed  

your expectations.

ACT NOW
Telephone or email Ian Hunter today with details of your property.

Warwick & Warwick Stamps.indd   1 23/05/2017   12:55p008_scmjuly2017.indd   8 23/05/2017   13:37
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Quick Links
Page 10 Canada’s F1 set

Page 11 Star Wars stamp

Page 14 New Lundy stamps

Stamp update

The Royal opens its doors for the first
National Stamp Celebration Day

The Royal Philatelic Society opened its doors 
to a number of pre-registered visitors on 4 May 
as part of the new initiative National Stamp 
Celebration Day.

The one-day event allowed visitors to take a 
tour of the premises, seeing locations including 
the Expertising Room, the Archives and the 
Libraries. Lucie Warren, the Philatelic Traders’ 
Society (PTS) Executive Secretary, said: ‘The 
staff at The Royal were very accommodating 
and were kind enough to show myself and 
others around the building, taking us to places 
not usually entered by the public. When I was 
in the Expertising Room, one of the Experts 
was kind enough to give a summary of what 
goes on when an item is presented to them for 
Expertisation. It is a precise and timely process, 
depending, of course, on the condition of 

the item. The equipment used 
was very impressive, not least 
the magnifiers, UV lamps but 
also a very high tech piece of 
equipment used by 
border control… I was 
utterly mesmerised!’

The day also gave visitors 
the chance to have their 
stamp collections appraised 
in the ‘Stamps In The Attic’ 
promotion that has also 
recently been featured at 
Stampex. Lucie said: ‘This 
seemed to be well received by the visitors and 
some lengthy conversations were had.’

The first National Stamp Celebration Day 
was created by the PTS and also inspired a 
number of local events and special first day 
covers, while Buckingham Covers launched the 
‘Stick a stamp’ campaign to get people using 

stamps on their postage.
The celebration of stamps is now set be 

held annually in a bid to increase awareness 
for philately, celebrate the hobby and engage 
both a new and existing audience. Each year 
information on the day will be on the Philatelic  
Traders’ Society website at: www.thepts.net

The Postal Museum has issued a 
commemorative Machin Post & Go set 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of 
the design. The set of six stamps will 
be available on 1st Class only and will 
feature The Postal Museum overprint.

A timeless classic, the first Machin 
definitives were issued on 5 June, 1967. 
Bearing Arnold Machin’s sculptured 
portrait of The Queen, the design 
deliberately harked back to the world’s 
first postage stamp, the Penny Black. 
Since then Machin’s design has come to 
represent not just an image of The Queen, 
but a symbol of monarchy and the United 
Kingdom around the world. It has been 
reproduced well over 200 billion times 
in many different formats and variations. 
The commemorative Post & Go stamps 
will be released in six colours based on 
those chosen by Arnold Machin for the 

first Machin definitives in 1967-68.
The stamps can be purchased from the 

A001 Post & Go machine located at Freeling 
House, The Postal Museum’s present offices. 
They will be available from 9am to 5pm, 
Monday to Friday. The Search Room is 
currently closed to the public and only the 
foyer will be accessible.

The Post & Go Machine is scheduled to 
move from Freeling House to The Postal 
Museum’s new home on Phoenix Place on 
13 July and will be unavailable from 13 to 
16 July, resuming service on 17 July.

Machin 50 first day covers and 
presentation packs created in partnership 
with Blake Envelopes, the leading 
supplier of envelopes and paper 
products in the UK, will be available to 
pre-order from 29 May through The 
Postal Museum’s online shop at 
shop.postalmuseum.org

Machin 50 commemorated 
on Postal Museum’s Post & Go

p09 Stamp update.indd   9 30/05/2017   09:37
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Stamp update

In brief

Australia Post has 
released a stamp 
issue on street art, 
featuring four 
vibrant large-scale 
works painted 
in the streets 
of Melbourne 
and Adelaide by 
internationally 
respected artists. 
The four $1 stamps 
were issued on 
16 May, 2017.

Visitors to the Plymouth Guildhall stamp fair on 20 
July will be able to see a stamp exhibition marking 
the 300th anniversary of Freemasonry. The Masonic 
Philatelic Club’s smiler sheet of GB stamps and 
commemorative cover will also be included in the 
display. Admission to the exhibition is free, and 
the chairman, editor and president of the Masonic 
Philatelic Club will be attendance. The fair runs 
from 10am to 4pm. For more information, 
tel: 01752 559244; website: 
www.masonicphilatelicclub.org.uk 

The Boston 2026 stamp 
exhibition, has changed 
its name from ‘Boston 
2026 World Stamp Show’ 
to ‘Boston 2026 World 
Expo.’ A spokesperson 
said: ‘It’s shorter, and 
opens the door to explore 
more than just “stamps,” 
as our hobby includes 
a wealth of other items.’ The name change also 
prompted a new logo, as pictured.

Approval dealer Michael Read was innocently 
peddling back to his home when a trainee coach 
driver ploughed into him from behind sending 
our 78-year-old dealer sprawling onto the road. A 
passer by stemmed the bleeding to his head until 
the ambulance and police arrived. Our shaken 
dealer was taken to the local hospital where a small 
hole showing through to the bone above an eye was 
stitched up. Additionally, he has some fractured 
ribs which are painful and are likely to take months 
to heal. The police officer took a statement from 
Michael the following day; it is likely that a court 
case will be served.

May 23 - May 30, 2026 
Boston Convention and

Exposition Center

BOSTON 2O26

WORLD EXPO

Canadian Grand Prix 
stamps honour F1 legends

Canada Post recently issued a set of five stamps to celebrate the Canadian Grand 
Prix, which has been part of the F1 World Championship since 1967.

The new set of stamps features the following Formula 1 legends who have tasted 
victory in Canada: Sir Jackie Stewart (Scotland), Gilles Villeneuve (Canada), 
Ayrton Senna (Brazil), Michael Schumacher (Germany) and Lewis Hamilton 
(England). A statement from Canada Post explained: ‘The five are national heroes 
in their homelands and legends internationally. As a group, they have won 220 
Grand Prix races – seventeen of them in Canada – taken 216 poles, 399 podiums, 
and sixteen World Championships.’ The first Canadian Grand Prix was at the 
Mosport track near Toronto in 1967, which hosted many great drivers until 1977, 
including Stewart, Emerson Fittipaldi, James Hunt and Jody Scheckter. It was also 
run at Circuit Mont-Tremblant in Quebec. The race later moved to a course on 
Île Notre-Dame in Montréal. After his death in 1982, the track was named Circuit 
Gilles-Villeneuve in his honour.

The stamps were unveiled at a special ceremony before the 2017 Grand Prix, 
by Sir Jackie Stewart and Joan Villeneuve, the wife of the late Gilles Villeneuve.
The self-adhesive ‘P’ value stamps feature head-and-shoulder images of the drivers, 
with their national flags, a silhouette of their car and the famous chequered flag also 
featured on each design. The stamps are available in booklets, while first day covers 
are also available. Find out more at: www.canadapost.ca

New Jersey mini sheet 
printed on wood

Jersey’s latest miniature sheet, 
honouring famous naturalists 
Gerald Durrell and Charles 
Darwin, has been printed 
on FSC certified sycamore, 
marking the first time 
a Jersey stamp has been 
printed on wood.

The miniature sheet, 
featuring a single £3 stamp 
showing a black and white 
photograph of Charles 
Darwin, is accompanied by 
six stamps each featuring an illustration of animals and birds that are subjects of 
conservation projects undertaken by the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust with 
support from the Darwin Initiative.

Melanie Gouzinis, Head of Philatelic at Jersey Post said: ‘We felt the technique 
was a perfect fit for this issue and the fact that the wood grain can be seen through 
the image means that each of the Miniature Sheets is unique.’
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Sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up

Spain add to growing Star 
Wars stamp collection

Correos, the Spanish 
Post Office, have issued a 
single €5 stamp featuring 
an illustration of Star 
Wars villain Darth Vader, 
featured in a miniature 
sheet of vignettes 
depicting other characters 
from the famous sci-fi 
film franchise.

The single stamp adds 
to the growing number 
of countries to have 
issued Star Wars stamps, 
including the USA and 
more recently Great Britain, giving fans of the film franchise the chance to 
create a collection dedicated to the films. 

A statement from Correos explained: ‘The block sheet issued by Correos to 
pay tribute to these universally popular films has the added feature of being 
printed with movement-free lenticular technology, giving the images greater 
depth. The design includes a series of vignettes featuring some of the characters 
from the films: Storm Troopers, Chewbacca, R2-D2, Yoda and C-3PO. Next to 
them is a stamp with an illustration of the saga’s villain Darth Vader.’

The sheet was issued on 23 May, and the sheet has an initial print run of 300,000.

In brief

FREE stamps with the next issue! We’re delighted 
to announce that the August issue of Stamp & Coin 
Mart will come with a free set of stamps, courtesy 
of Jersey Post. If you’d like to receive a free gift with 
every issue of the magazine, don’t miss our popular 
SCM Subs Club, see page 53 for more details.

The first round of Royal Mail’s Christmas Stamp 
Design Competition has been completed with 
winners of the regional stage being awarded £100 for 
themselves and their school. Many local newspapers 
have proudly reported the winning designs in their 
region; all entries will eventually be whittled down 
to just two stamp designs, which will be used on 
this year’s Christmas stamps, set to be issued on 7 
November. Royal Mail received over 200,000 entries 
from children aged four to eleven years old from 
across the UK in response to the question: ‘What 
does the Christmas season mean to you?’

The next Apex Auctions sale will feature 1,200 lots plus 
thirty ‘room’ lots going under the hammer at Lingfield 
Park Racecourse venue. Highlights include a ‘fine group 
of Mulready envelopes’, two Rainbow Colour Trials, 
and ‘an excellent range of 1d blacks including a block of 
four, strip of three and plate 11. The Commonwealth 
and foreign section features ‘strong Bermuda key types’, 
with multiples, shades and many varieties; British 
Honduras with errors, multiples and several important 
covers, including the very scarce ‘Cuthbert Brothers’ 
cover; and a ‘powerful section’ of German Colonies. 
Find out more at: www.apexstamps.com

This month’s York Stamp & Coin Fair will feature 
the ABPS National Exhibition of all classes including 
Open Philately and Picture Postcards. The show takes 
place on 21 and 22 July, see page 65 for more details.

Swiss Post have delivered two free stamps worth 
CHF 1 every household in Switzerland as part of 
agreement with the price regulator. A statement from 
Swiss Post explained: ‘The distribution of the stamps 
was agreed with the price regulator in Summer 
2016 within the scope of a consensual arrangement 
comprising price savings and streamlining for both 
private and business customers.’

A special slogan for Mental Health Awareness Week 
was recently used on UK post, reports Ian Billings. 
The slogan read: ‘Royal Mail supports Mental Health 
Awareness Week #mhaw17’. Meanwhile a slogan 
congratulating the finalists of the Christmas stamp 
design competition has also been used, reading: 
‘Congratulations to the 24 Finalists of Royal Mail’s 
2017 Christmas Stamp Design Competition’.

World Environment Day
on latest UN stamps

The United Nations Postal 
Administration (UNPA) 
recently issued six stamps 
to commemorate World 
Environment Day, with each 
of the designs showcasing 
the ‘environmental beauty of 
Canada’s landscape’.

World Environment Day 
(WED) is celebrated on 5 June 
each year and is the United 
Nations’ principal means for encouraging worldwide awareness and action for 
the environment. A UN spokesperson said: ‘Over the years it has grown to be 
a broad, global platform for public outreach that is widely celebrated in over 
100 countries. It also serves as the “people’s day” for doing something positive 
for the environment, galvanizing individual actions into a collective power that 
generates a positive impact on the planet.’

The stamps were designed Sergio Baradat, and show photographs of Hopewell 
Rocks; New Brunswick, Canada; a polar bear; Baffin Island, Nunavut; Snowy 
Owl, Quebec; Red Maples and Aspens; Supreme Court of Canada, Ottawa, 
Ontario; and Moraine Lake in the Canadian Rocky Mountains. 

WELTUMWELTTAG
€ 1,70

2017
UN
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Q&A: 
Kate Puleston

Ahead of this month’s hugely popular 
York Stamp & Coin Fair, we asked 
co-organiser Kate Puleston about the 
event, how she became involved and what 
collectors visiting the event can expect

How long has the York Stamp & Coin Fair been held?
The Fair’s been running for about forty years now and is the 
largest stamp and coin fair in the UK, attracting the ‘crème de la 
crème’ of the stamp, postal history and coin trade. 

How did you become involved in the organisation of the event?
The York Stamp & Coin Fair was run by my dad and Chris 
Rainey. When my dad, who was also a postal history dealer, 
became ill, I got involved in the business. Whilst I lack the 
collecting ‘gene’, which precluded me from being involved in the 
dealing side of the business, I am pretty organised. So, helping to 
run the fair was right up my street. Chris Rainey, my mum and 
myself share the administration of the York Stamp & Coin Fair 
and I think we make a pretty good team!

What is the most enjoyable aspect of running the fair?
It’s a bit of a cliché, but it’s the people really. The majority of 
the dealers at the fair come back year after year and so they’re all 
familiar faces. Everyone’s friendly and helpful. I still remember 
the infamous winter fair, about five years ago, when the whole 
country was hit by very strong winds. Everyone struggled to get 
to York on the Thursday to set up, as many roads had been closed 
after being blocked by overturned lorries. We didn’t arrive until 
half an hour after we should have shut the grandstand up for the 
night! But all the dealers who’d made it there pitched in, helped 
move tables, lay out tablecloths, distribute flyers etc and in no 
time at all we were ready.

York is a lovely city to visit, too. Although we don’t get much 
time to explore during the day, we’ve built up a long list of 
fabulous restaurants to eat at in the evenings.  

What can new visitors expect from the York Stamp & Coin Fair?
We have over 150 stamp, postal history and coin dealers set 
over three floors of York racecourse’s Grandstand. Visitors to the 
fair will find a huge variety of material to peruse, both old and 
modern, from the UK, Europe and the rest of the world. We 
don’t charge for entry, so visitors can come and go as they please 
over the weekend. And if they have collections of their own that 
they would like to sell, then they are welcome to bring them to 
the Fair and have them valued.

In the summer, we also host the ABPS York National 
Competition, which features a broad range of exhibit classes and 
is assessed by nationally accredited judges.

And if you need to have a sit down to refuel and recharge your 
batteries, there is a restaurant and bar that provide a welcome 
refuge. Plus, if the weather’s kind to us, the ice cream stall is very 
popular! We look forward to welcoming you all in July.

Find out more about York Stamp & Coin Fair on page 65.

Stamp & Coin Mart 
in the movies!

Occasionally editors get a call from television, radio or film companies, 
writes Matt Hill. Often it’s a researcher looking to find out more about the 
Penny Black, fishing for stories of philatelic treasures discovered in attics, or 
wondering if we can point them in the direction of a dealer, and then there 
are the calls asking for a star turn. Sadly it’s not always yours truly that is 
asked to appear on screen or radio, the magazine is often the real attraction!

We were recently reminded of this thanks to stamp dealer and auctioneer 
Andrew McGavin who drew our attention to the 2008 film Wild Child 
which tells the tale of a spoilt, rich American teenager sent to boarding 
school in England. No, Andrew hadn’t watched the movie himself, but a 
colleague had and was surprised to see our humble mag being read by Mr 
Christopher, the hairdresser, played by British actor Nick Frost, the UPA 
advert on our outside back cover plain to see.

So keep an eye out for the magazine next time you’re at the cinema or 
watching a film at home. We won’t buy our Oscar ceremony outfits just yet, 
but it’s always nice to see S&CM in the spotlight!

Cover for War Graves centenary
The British Forces Postal 
Service (BFPS) has 
issued a commemorative 
cover to mark the 
recent centenary of the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission.

The cover bears 
an image of Tyne Cot Cemetery in Belgium, along with a ‘We Will 
Remember Them’ 1st Class commemorative stamp issued in July 2014. 
The stamp will be cancelled by a unique British Forces Postal Service 
special handstamp No. 3203. The cancellation features the Commissions 
Centenary logo.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission care for cemeteries and 
memorials at 23,000 locations, in 154 countries. The values and aims, laid 
out in 1917, are as relevant now as they were 100 years ago.

The covers can be ordered from the BFPS online shop (www.bfps.org.uk/
shop) for £6 for the standard version and £12 for the signed limited edition 
version, which will bear a 1st Class poppy stamp, post and packing is free. 
You can also order the covers by post by sending a cheque (payable to ‘BFPS 
CIC’) to BFPS, The Old Post Office, Links Place, Elie, Fife KY9 1AX.
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Visit: www.sandafayre.com
call: +44 (0)1565 653214 

email: stamp@sandafayre.com
to request a catalogue.

SANDAFAYRE, PARKGATE, KNUTSFORD, WA16 8DX, UK.

  

  

SERIOUS ABOUT STAMPS

Whatever you collect you’ll
always find something in 

our weekly auctions.

From fine and rare to 
exciting new discoveries. 

Exhibition quality collections 
to estate cartons.

Something Different Every Week

Sandafayre
Auctions

GEOFF MILSOM STAMPS (PTS)
5 Beechcroft Avenue, 
Newport Road, 
Stafford, ST16 1BJ
Telephone:- (01785) 245564
Callers by appointment only
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INTERESTING &
UNUSUAL

INTERESTING &
UNUSUAL

Superb used collection 1872- 1944 fairly 
complete from Eagles to 7Kr, Germanias 
to 5MK (2) Inflation complete  (some not 
expertised therefore not counted) Zepps 
complete, 3rd Reich complete (ex M/S) etc 
less than 20 missing for completion Cat 
£23000+ £2300.00

GREAT BRITAIN
Small range QV inc 1d black x 2 (neither 
is 4 margin) 1841 2d horiz pair imperfs 1d 
red x 2, one on piece with MX and straight 
line Croydon H St cancel (presumably quite 
rare)  £250.00

Many 100’s from 1d black (2- one is 4 
M’gin, one 3 ½ M’gin Red Maltese Cross) 
good range 1d red plates to 220, 2d blue 
plates complete, 1855 4d, 6d (2) 1/=, 1862 
range inc 9d,. 1864 pd pl 4, ½ d bantams 
915) – no plate 9, further QV to 5/=, K.Ed 
range, KG5 to 10/= (2) re-engraved set, 
KG6 square high vals, good range QE2 
in sets to 1980, officials etc from the 
Continental lot with many VFU copies of 
the scarcer issues Cat £23000 £1850.00

ICELAND
Very many 100’s in clean Lighthouse, all 
FU from 1873 2Sk,. Further Posthorns 
to 100 aur, 1897 Prir, 1902 ‘ 07 sets 
complete, Sigurdsson to 2Kr,. 1920 to 5Kr, 
S’Charges, 1930 Millenary most to 10Kr, 
Air set 0f 5, thence fairly complete to 2001 
with similar range officials. Superb lot Cat 
£7100 £1,100.00

LAOS
Few 100’s on leaves from 1951 with 1953 
Buddha set 1956 Buddhist Anniv 3K- 30K 
(these mint) then FU ranges to 1996. A 
good basis £75.00

LATVIA
About 170 from 1918 with 1919 set, Charity 
and Liberation types, Airs to 1937 Cat £320
 £50.00

SWITZERLAND
V. many 100’s from 1850 5rap (both) 10rap 
1854 range to 1Fr,. 1862 to 1Fr (perfs/ 
papers taken as cheapest) 1914 high vals 
complete, pro Juventutes fairly complete, 
better through to 1980’s, dues etc. inc 1949 
Pro Aero 1955 Philex M/S. Excellent lot Cat 
£11200 £1300.00

THAILAND
About 150 from 1883 1sik, 1 salung 
(M) 1886 to 64a (mint ex 3a, 4a –FU) 
S’Charges, 1920 vals to 25s,. 1951 to 20b, 
U.P.U, 1961 to 10b etc Cat £510 £85.00

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
80+ with Tobago inc ½ d , 1d surcharges, 
Trinidad from 1859 with Britannia’s to 1/=, 
1883 sideface to 1/=, 1913 to 1/-, 1935 set 
etc cat £1055 £160.00

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
Many 100’s tidily displayed on leaves with 
Aden Dhows to 8as,  1937 set (these FU) 
States range (M) Ascension KG6 range 
perfs to 1/= (2) Egypt with 1933 Aviation set 
(M) Falklands, G.B, Hong Kong inc 1941 
set (M) Newfoundland long Coro set (M) 
Sudan inc 1948 defins (M) etc. A tidy lot 
Cat £4400++ £525.00

AUSTRIA
Manu 100’s in Lindner hingeless from 
1850 inc 2Kr black (FU)  1867 to 50 Kr with 
range perfs, 1883 Arms to 50Kr (2) then 
range ‘heads’ followed  by 1910 to 1Kr 
(M) 1922 Musicians , ‘Artists, ‘ 25 Airs, ’28 
Hainisch, ’35 Heroes, Air set, ’37 Doctors 
etc. Fine lot Cat £4200 £425.00

BRITISH GUIANA
36 from ‘Ship’ types with 1860 4c,. 1866 
to 12c, 24c, 1882 1c, 2c, later inc 1931 
County Union set, KG6 vals to $1 etc  Cat 
£620 £85.00

BRITISH HONDURAS
40 from QV to 4d, side face vals to 50c, 
few K.Ed, KG5 to $1 (plus $2, $5 fiscal not 
counted) etc Cat £385  £55.00

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Many 100’s in clean Czech printed album 
virtually complete 1945 -60 FU inc most 
M/S (1950 Philex, 1952 Philex, 1955 
Philex both – scarce) etc. Superb quality 
throughout £120.00

DAHOMEY
UNM range (few 100’s) 1960-70 inc M/S, 
’63 Airs, ’69 1,000Fr gold etc. Good lot Cat 
£700  £130.00

DANZIG
100’s on Hagners all FU from 1920 (June) 
set, range surcharges, 1924 high values, 
’32 Air Post set, ’37 Productivity show M/S 
(scarce) range swastika watermarks, dues 
and officials sets inc 1924 Official set etc. A 
superb range Cat £4650  £750.00

FRANCE
Duplicated FU early range (About 200) 
with 1852 to 25c 1853 to 80c,. 1862 to 80c, 
1863 and ’71 to 80c, Condition is mixed, 
average to V.fine and throughout there is 
interest in numeral and town cancels Cat 
£2000  £165.00

FRENCH COLONIES
French Indo China  150+ mainly Tablet and 
Grasset types with duplication for cancels, 
inter-panneau pairs with plate number etc 
inc 1892 to 1Fr, Grasset to 1Fr. 1907 to 2Fr 
(sl fault) etc. A very interesting lot Cat £575  
 £95.00
French Indo China  Small range (7) 
colonies general issues used in S.R Asia 
with Ceres, 5c & 40c (both) Louis Nap. 
Superb 4 M’gin C.CH cancel etc Cat £200 
as FU £40.00

GERMANY
P.O’s in China  Mainly mint range (23) from 
1898 (Dec) set, S’Charges to $ etc Cat 
£200 £45.00

All offers subject to stock on seven days approval against full payment with order.  
We accept all major credit cards. E-MAIL: gina@milsomstamps.co.uk

Geoff Milsom.indd   1 09/05/2017   16:09
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Birds adorn new Lundy issue

Water rails at Pondsbury are shown on the 
30 puffin stamp. In the distance a building 
known as Tibbetts can be seen. This most 
isolated property was built during World War 
I as an observation post; today it is available 
for the more adventurous visitors.

The 55 puffin value (UK second class) is 
devoted to a pair of wheatears resting on a 
wall with the island’s church – St. Helena 
– in the background. The church is in need 
of urgent repairs and an appeal has been 
launched to secure the funds needed.

70 puffin is the first class rate to the UK 
and it of course features a bunch of puffins 
at Jenny’s Cove. In recent years, an ever 
increasing number of puffins nest on Lundy 
in late spring.

The Manx shearwater is shown on the east 
side of the island. The denomination here is 
125 puffin or the current rate to Europe and 
the rest of the world. 

Finally an impressive peregrine falcon 
is depicted on the 200 puffin value with 
one of the island’s two lighthouses in the 
background. There is a third lighthouse – the 
Old Light – which hasn’t been in use for 
more than 100 years.

A quick look at 
the � ve stamps

The tiny island of Lundy in the Bristol Channel is famous 
for its postal service which has issued postage stamps since 
1929, writes Christer Brunström. It is believed that the 
name Lundy is Old Norse for Puffin Island. In fact, many 
of Lundy’s stamps have featured puffins which nest on the 
island in the spring.

The puffin returns to Lundy philately on one of the five 
stamps featuring birds that were issued on 13 May. The designs 
were based on paintings by local Bideford artist Sharon Read 
with a lot of assistance from Lars Liwendahl in Sweden.

The project started in early 2016 when it was decided to 
release a new set of stamps featuring birds. The idea was to 
depict the birds in different Lundy settings. Lars Liwendahl 
produced a number of preliminary sketches outlining the 
proposed stamp designs. Bird stamps from other countries 
were studied in order to obtain useful ideas.

Sharon Read was then commissioned to produce the actual paintings of the selected birds. 
Sharon is based in the North Devon town of Bideford and she is a most talented artist 
specialising in birds. In fact, her home is filled with an incredible variety of puffin-themed 
souvenirs and paintings. She is also a regular visitor to Lundy and quite familiar with the 
scenery she was supposed to depict on the stamps.

Designing a new stamp set is no easy sailing. From their respective homes in Bideford 
and Stockholm, Sharon and Lars worked closely to produce the five designs. There were 
many preliminary sketches which were later discarded. Others were amended until they were 
completely satisfied with the result. At first it was planned to include the Latin names of the 
birds but it was soon realised that too much wording would clutter the designs.

As the Lundy postal rates are tied to those of the Royal Mail, the choice of suitable 
denominations for the five stamps involved a certain amount of research. It was finally decided 
to release the set in denominations of 30, 55, 70, 125 and 200 puffin. The Lundy puffin 
currency is of course on par with the British pound, with one puffin being equal to one penny.

For the last several years, all new Lundy stamps have been printed by Cartor in France. This 
is a most reputable security printer specialising in postage stamps and a leader in this particular 

field. After the proofs had been approved, the stamps were 
printed and shipped to Lundy.

The days preceding the day of issue were busy ones. Lars 
Liwendahl had travelled to Lundy to help local postmaster 
Ceri Stafford prepare 1,000 First Day Covers and 500 
souvenir packs. They were all ready for sale to worldwide 
collectors on 13 May.

Lundy is known as a paradise for bird watchers. Some 
35 different species breed regularly on the island which has 
a staff of some thirty people serving the many thousands 
of visitors who come each year to enjoy the peace and 
tranquillity of this isolated speck of land.

More information can be had at www.lundyisland.co.uk. 
Lundy is owned by The National Trust and run by 
The Landmark Trust.
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STAMP COLLECTIONS
URGENTLY REQUIRED

best prices, fast friendly service

www.tonylester.co.uk

Whether it’s for sale through one of our auctions, 
or a direct sale for immediate payment, we genuinely

believe that we offer all the above and more - 
our reputation depends on it!

Visit our website for full details:

For a friendly and personal service just call 01926 634 809 
and ask to speak to Tony.

Tony Lester Auctions Limited, The Sidings, Birdingbury Road,
Marton, Nr. Rugby CV23 9RX. Email: tonylester@btconnect.com
Web: www.tonylester.co.uk

TONY LESTER

We are long standing members of the Philatelic Traders’ Society, complying with its strict code of ethics.
We have been established for over 30 years, with a reputation for honesty and fair dealing.
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www.philatelink.co.uk
Email: philatelink@btinternet.com
 LANDLINE: 01896 759703   MOBILE 07510 312271

DAVID WALDIE (PHILATELINK), 13 REDPATH CRESCENT, 
GALASHIELS, BORDERS, TD1 2QG, UK.

�

www.philatelink.co.uk

BUYING GB DECIMAL MINT STAMPS 1971 to 2017
(We always require GB postage but some values are more popular than others so please contact us by email or telephone 

where the sale value is £1000 or over).

FACE VALUE (FV)
Buy % 
of FV Criteria

Stamps 1p to 36p (except for those below) 50% Sorted by value
3p, 12p, 13p, 14p & 17p, 18p & 19p Stamps 47% Sorted by value  
Stamps 37p to 49p 55% Sorted by value  
Stamps 50p to 99p 60% Sorted by value 
Stamps £1.00 to £1.59 65% Sorted by value 
Stamps £1.60 to £10  80%  Required Urgently  
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps 60% Commemorative and Christmas 
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps 62% Definitive Queen’s Head 
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps 67% Commemorative and Christmas 
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 68% Definitive Queen’s Head
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (self-adhesive) 75% Definitive Queen’s Head 
First Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 70% all types (98p)
First Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 68% all types (98p)
Second Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 75% Definitive only (76p) 
Second Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 70% Christmas Stamps (76p) 
Second Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 68% all types (76p)
Signed For Delivery Stamps 70% All types (£1.75 & £2.08)
Special Delivery Stamps up to 100 grams 80%
Special Delivery Stamps up to 500 grams 80%
Europe & Worldwide NVI Stamps 50% Up to 40 grams 
Europe & Worldwide NVI Stamps 60% Up to 10g, 20g, E, 60g & 100g
Presentation Packs & Year Books 50% from 1971 to 2000
Presentation Packs & Year Books 55% from 2001 to 2008 
Presentation Packs & Year Books 60% from 2009 to 2015 
Presentation Packs & Year Books 70% 2016 & 2017 
Prestige Booklets 50% up to 2000 
Prestige Booklets 60% 2001 to 2010 
Prestige Booklets 65% 2011 to 2015 
Prestige Booklets 70% 2016 to 2017 
Booklets with Stamps up to 39p 55% folding & retail etc 
 Booklets with Stamps from 40p to 68p 60% folding & retail etc
Smiler Sheets 60% Lick & Stick Gum 
  45% postal stationary
Smiler Sheets 65% Self-adhesive Gum 
1st & 2nd Class Post Paid Envelopes 45% postal stationary 
ISLE OF MAN 30% 

NEW! BUYING PRICES FOR COLLECTABLE GB STAMPS (SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS)

FOR OUR LATEST PRICES PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE

Top Rated Internet Selling Service
High Prices Realised!

Low Commission Fees
Contact Dave Waldie for Details

Buying 
British Stamps

Current Market Values

PE-PHC0617-9mayHV.indd   1 10/05/2017   08:26:44

PRINZ PUBLICATIONS UK LTD
UNIT 3A HAYLE IND. PARK, HAYLE 

CORNWALL TR27 5JR
TEL.01736 751910  www.prinz.co.uk

Tweezers Price
120mm long, choice of ends very pointed, pointed, 
spoon, spade or cranked spade end £2.00
Stamp Hinges
7042 Pack of 1,000 folded hinges £1.50
Corner Mounts
2040 Pack of 250 self adhesive corners £5.95
Watermark Fluid
2045 250ml can £9.95
Ultra Violet Test Lamps (battery powered)
2068 Longwave test lamp £11.95
2069 Shortwave test lamp £23.95
Stamp mounts - mixed pack of strips
SBKW 200gms in weight black backed £17.95 
SCKW 200gms in weight clear backed £17.95
Cutter - to cut mounts to size
7001 Small cutter max size 100mm  £15.95
7004 Large cutter max size 170mm £25.95 
Stockcards - with coverfoil in 100’s
450 2 strip, 148x84mm  £10.95
550 3 strip, 156x112mm  £12.95

Kestrel 4 Ring FDC Album
Padded 4 ring double size First Day Cover album 
with 20 double pocket leaves. 
Kestrel FDC album with 20 leaves £11.95
Kestrel FDC extra leaves x 10 single or double 
pocket  £5.25

£3.60 p&p on all UK orders.

ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRINZ.CO.UK

PRINZ STAMP ACCESSORIES
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For FOUR very good reasons:

Every year we travel hundreds of miles throughout the U.K, Europe and Scandinavia, buying stocks, 
collections and accumulation. And we've been doing this since 1970.

International Stamp Dealers
PO Box 31, Sunbury-on-Thames
Middlesex TW16 6HS
Tel: 01932 785635
Fax: 01932 770523 (24 hours)
email: jcbuying@btinternet.com

ACCURATE VALUATIONS We have over forty years full time experience as a major buyer in the stamp trade and we buy from all the main 
UK & Continental auction houses. We make accurate, efficient valuations based on the very latest market values.

FAIR VALUATIONS We work on high turnover with low profit margins which means we must buy - and we pay the top market price. 
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT All our offers are backed by immediate payment. We agree a price and you get paid there and then. It’s that simple. 

HOME VISITS We travel extensively, which means we can easily arrange to view bulky, valuable collections in your own home.

924254.08

Why offer your stamps to us?

What do we buy?
We buy virtually anything in stamps and covers, from specialised one country collections to general lots and 
accumulations, from better quality single items to complete dealer’s stocks. If it’s philatelic, we're interested.

Serious buyer...

Think about it - and then give us a ring on 01932 785635

16th-17th June Stafford
1st July Sutton Coldfield
7th July Royal National Hotel, London

8th July Midpex
21st - 22nd July York Race Course
29th July Kenilworth

www.jcstamps.co.uk
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JOHN CURTIN LTD.

And finally...
We buy most of our material from auction, usually at well below our “top price”. Auctioneers typically take between 15-25%  

from BOTH SIDES! If those people had sold directly to us they would have saved time, been paid more and paid immediately.

John Curtin July.indd   1 23/05/2017   13:20
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Stamp update

One of the four 1918 ‘Inverted Jenny’ 24c stamps stolen at a US stamp show in 1955 
and rediscovered in Northern Ireland just last year, was recently sold at Robert A 
Siegel Auction Galleries in a dedicated sale. All four missing stamps in the ‘McCoy 
block’ had been donated to the American Philatelic Research Library by collector 
Ethel McCoy, in the hope that they would some day be found. Two of the stolen 
examples resurfaced in the 1980s, one being sold and the other retained by the 
Library, and after last year’s find the Library again decided to sell the stamp. The race 
to buy the stamp, the lower right position in the McCoy block, saw a flurry of bids 
before a final hammer price of $250,000 was achieved.

SOLD FOR £191,825

Latest auction results

Amongst a range of early 
cards sent from Hong 
Kong, offered in the 
recent sale at Warwick 
and Warwick, a card sent 
from Amoy to Germany 
with local handstamp 
cancels achieved £530.

SOLD FOR £530

18 JULY 2017 www.stampandcoin.co.uk

The recent Sajal Philatelics Cover Auctions sale saw plenty of competition for 
the better covers according to the auctioneers. Prices realised included a 1924 
Wembley with Wembley Park Empire Exhibition slogan, which fetched £210; a 
1911 ½d green on Coronation postcard, which sold for £230; and a 2003 High 
Values set with Missing ‘£’ sign on £2 value on an official The Championships 
Wimbledon London SW19 first day cover (pictured), which was sold for £775.

SOLD FOR £775

The recent Grosvenor sale presented auctions over 
three consecutive days and achieved a total realisation 
of £1,201,411. According to the auctioneers ‘greatest 
enthusiasm… was reserved for the less mainstream 
material which included a fine range of unusual Revenues 
and Telegraphs from the collections of Frank Brown and 
others.’ Amongst the notable lots was a trial pair for the 
Queen Victoria Telegraphs £5, printed in gold.

SOLD FOR £4,165

Argyll Etkin’s Spring Auction began with airmails, 
including a 1935 cover from Brazil to Gambia by the 
Zeppelin Airship which was sold for £2,350. The cover 
was described as being very scarce since there were no 
mooring facilities at Bathurst and the mail had to be 
dropped to the ground.

SOLD FOR £2,350
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Sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up

A mong the most interesting issues in 
philately are the classic first issues 
of Japan called the Dragons. Japan 
was a closed society for about 300 

years before 1854. Japanese leaders had made 
the decision that they wanted no contact with 
outsiders (as they saw what foreigners were doing 

to China), and the penalty for attempting to enter Japan could be 
death. Admiral Perry forcibly ‘opened’ Japan (primarily to obtain a 
new trading partner for American goods), and Japanese leaders soon 
realised that their feudal social structure needed rapid modernisation if 
the Japanese were to compete in the modern world. Feudalism ended 
with the Meiji Restoration in 1868 (Meiji was the Emperor whose 
name was placed on the internal coup which ended the feudal military 
government that was called the Tokugawa Shogunate). And Japan 
modernised quickly. In 1871 Japan issued its first postage stamps, 
very nicely locally engraved stamps on fine native paper. These stamps 
have always been scarce but are far less popular than they deserve 
because collectors fear the large number of forgeries that exist. Japan 
was a popular tourist destination for Americans and Europeans in the 
late 19th century, and one of the more popular souvenirs were small 
collections of postage stamps that tourists brought home. Because the 
first Japanese issues were so scarce, printers made many imitations 
and sold them to collectors. For collectors with familiarity with these 
issues, the imitations pose no threat, but many general collectors are 
afraid of any stamps that have been forged, and so prices of these 
issues are much lower than they would be otherwise.

The second and third issues (called Cherry Blossoms and Kobans 
respectively) are among the most specialised issues in our hobby, with 
collectors avidly seeking out perf. varieties and especially cancellations. 
Few non-Japanese speak (or read) Japanese; so many of these varieties 
are difficult to pick out from the Japanese language specialty catalogues. 
(specialists of Japan would be wise to consult these catalogues for 
their collections). Japan, which has a far older population than the 
United States, is beginning to see an influx 
of collectors, and the stamps of Japan are 
accordingly becoming more popular. Serious 
philately is more concentrated in retirement 
aged men, and Japan has far more people 
fitting this demographic than we do here in 
America. As a country to collect, Japan offers 
interest, beauty, specialisation potential, and 
a large home market. There are few countries 
that offer more.

John Apfelbaum has spent a lifetime learning about stamp collecting. 
He runs the venerable firm of stamp professionals Earl PL Apfelbaum, a 
business that has dealt in only stamps since 1901 and which was founded 
by his great grandfather. He can be reached at jda2006@aol.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK? Share your views on this and other 
subjects. Just e-mail: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk

Dragons and 
Cherry Blossoms

The recent Grosvenor sale featured a series of imperforate specimens 
from the so-called ‘Royal’ printings of Egypt, including a single 
example of the 1938 King Farouk’s Eighteenth Birthday £E1, which 
quickly surpassed the pre-sale estimate of £1,500-£1,700.

SOLD FOR £8,092

A censored cover from 
Palestine to Slave Island, 
Ceylon in 1918 was also 
featured in the recent 
Argyll Etkin auction. 
The cover, featuring 
two censorship 
markings, reached a 
final price of £590.

SOLD FOR £590

An 1891 presentation sheet of printed ‘SPECIMEN/SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN POSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS,/WITH 
DATE OF ISSUE’ was recently sold at Cavendish Philatelic 
Auctions. The sheet featured ‘long stamps’ with values from 2/6d 
to £20 all overprinted ‘SPECIMEN’. The sheet was described in 
the auction catalogue as ‘the first we have seen signed by the PMG 
[Postmaster General] Sir Charles Todd and dated 22.2.1892.’

SOLD FOR £900
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SOLD FOR £3,038
France, Letter posted aboard polar vessel  

‘Commandant Charcot’, 
French Antarctic Expedition 1948

SOLD FOR £728
White Star Line letter following the sinking of S.S. 
Titanic from Liverpool May 1912 to Metz (France)

SOLD FOR £459
Tuva, 70k of 1927 inverted overprint 1932

SOLD FOR £601
Faroe Islands, bisected 4 øre 
+ 5 øre Christian X green 

on letter from Thorshavn to 
Vestmanhavn

� e latest internet sales
Your quick reference price guide to recent internet sales, 

in association with delcampe.net

Buy and sell on 
Delcampe, more than 50 
million collectables are 

waiting for you!

SOLD FOR £2,749
St Pierre Miquelon, 55c blue-green

‘FRANCE LIBRE F.N.F.L’ 1941-42 MLH

SOLD FOR £541
Croatia, ‘Storm Troopers’ sheetlet 

1945 MNH (with cert.)

SOLD FOR £644
Netherlands, 25c Telegraph 

stamp 1903 used (with cert.)

SOLD FOR £1,357
China, registered letter from Beijing to Paris 1924 
franked with stamps and part of postal stationery

SOLD FOR £540
Israel, 3m perf.10 with tab 1948

SOLD FOR £661
Italian former state Romagna 8b 

1859 used (with cert.)

SOLD FOR £386
Japan, 1937-39 definitive MH
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Public Auction 157
Lingfield Park - Sunday 2nd July 2017 

Auction Highlights
A choice selection of some of the rarities to be o� ered in our forthcoming Public Auction.

Lot 713
GREAT BRITAIN

1901 EDVII 2½d ‘Paste up’ Essay 
in purple on blue mounted on 

card, with the head of EDVII 
replacing that of QV. Scarce. 

Cat £11,000. BPA Cert.
Estimate £3500

Lot 842
GREAT BRITAIN

1973 Explorers 5p lower marginal u/m 
with the very striking and scarce ‘Grey-

black’ omitted. Cat £4700 (SG. 925b)
Estimate £2000

Lot 855
GREAT BRITAIN
1882 IR O�  cial £1 brown-lilac 
‘orbs’ � ne mint o/pt Specimen. 
Cat £9500 (SG. O12s)
Estimate £4500

Lot 943
BR. HONDURAS

1888 Surch 2c on 1d rose � ne 
mint with ‘Surcharge double’ 
variety. Cat £900. BPA Cert. 

(SG. 27b)
Estimate £300

Lot 1124
MALAYSIA - NORTH BORNEO

1945 BMA o/pt $2 violet and 
olive-green � ne mint with 

‘Double o/pt’, a superb example 
of this major North Borneo error. 

BPA Cert. Cat £4250 (SG. 333a)
Estimate £1500

Lot 1126
MALAYSIA – STRAITS 

SETTLEMENTS
1912 MCA $25 purple and blue 

mint, a � ne and fresh example of 
this key high value, lovely quality. 

Cat £2500 (SG. 213)
Estimate £1000

Lot 1208
SOMALILAND

  1904 OHMS o/pt 2a dull and 
bright purple � ne mint with ‘No 
stop after M’ variety. Very scarce 
(only a handful exist). BPA Cert. 

Cat £3250 (SG. O12a)
Estimate £1500

Email us 

your postal 

address & we’ll mail 

a FREE catalogue

@ApexPhilatelics

/ApexPhilatelics
399 Strand | London | WC2R 0LX

Contact us to request a FREE copy of the Public Auction 157 catalogue

   +44 (0)207 495 9497     admin@apexstamps.com

Lot 1124 Lot 1126 Lot 1208

Lot 713 Lot 842Lot 855

Lot 943

p021_scmjuly2017.indd   21 23/05/2017   13:54



22 JULY 2017  www.stampandcoin.co.uk 

Your letters

LETTER OF THE MONTH
MAKE SPECIAL STAMPS
WIDELY AVAILABLE

Dear Stamp & Coin Mart
It would help celebrate stamps if the 
UK public were aware of the range 
of commemorative stamps issued 
by Royal Mail. As it is, these issues 
currently have low visibility due to 
their infrequent appearance on non-
philatelic mail.
The reason for this is clear. Post 
offices sell only limited numbers of 
special issue stamps. I find that they 
are often sold out within a few days 
of the issue date.

By contrast, on holiday in 
Finland, Iceland and the Faroe 
Islands, I have found that there were 
plentiful supplies of commemorative 
stamps issued in the few months 
leading up to my visit, available for 
posting items.

Call me a cynic but I suspect Royal 
Mail sells the minimum numbers of 
commemorative stamps for postage 
that will justify their philatelic sales 
and the profit such sales bring. This 
surely is not right.

If Royal Mail increased sales of 
commemorative stamps for postage 
by a factor of ten, the public would 
realise just how many of these stamps 
are issued each year and may be 
encouraged to take up collecting.

John Wilson, Harrow

HURRAH FOR SNAIL MAIL
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart
The over-80s love stamps, especially 
on hand-written envelopes.

I was about to correspond with an 
elderly relative when it occurred to 
me that I had no email address for 
her. Enquiries among cousins and 
others in my family circle appeared to 
confirm that nobody had her email 
address. Communications such as 
Christmas cards had all been sent by 
post, so I took the same snail-mail 
route and soon found myself totally 
absorbed in pen and ink scrawling 
on several sheets of rather up-market 
writing paper that had lain neglected 
in a stationery box for so long I 
couldn’t recall where I had bought 
it. Once I eased into the swing of 
waltzing my hand across the sheets I 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience – 
the first time I had put pen to paper 
for at least a year. 

About a week later back came a 
reply in a hand that shamed mine for 
neatness. I was soon absorbed in the 
octogenarian’s reminiscences about 
members of our family; even one or 
two entertaining details about my 
own early life that I could scarcely 
recall. It also came out in the letter’s 
narrative that she had neither email 
address nor computer. What she did 
have was a wide circle of friends of a 
similar age who, like her, experienced 
no disadvantages in living without 
electronic mail. Ninety percent of what 
comes through my letterbox is junk 
mail; but they receive interesting letters 
from each other every day. I’m now 
thinking I might ask my old family 
member to pass on a request to them 
that they retain and send to me those 
hand-written envelopes with genuine 
postally used stamps on them. Clearly 
such correspondence is becoming scarce 
and may become collectable.

Frank Mason, Nottingham

Get in touch
Send your feedback, thoughts, collecting tips and 

information to us. Write our letter of the month and 

we’ll send you a prize! You can also share your views 

on the lively Stamp & Coin Mart facebook page.

Postbag
Post: Stamp & Coin Mart, Postbag, Warners Group Publications, Fifth Floor, 31-32 Park Row, Leeds, LS1 5JD

E-mail: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stampandcoinmartmagazine

WIN! Design book

Write our ‘Letter 
of the Month’ and 
we’ll send you a 
copy of Design: 
David Gentleman, 
which features 
postage stamp 
and coin artwork 
by the popular 
designer who has 
been responsible 
for some of Great 
Britain’s most 

well known stamps. 
The ‘Design’ series of books 
was the winner of the Brand/
Series Identity category at 
the British Book Design and 
Production Awards 2009.

We reserve the right to edit 
letters for publication and 
cannot reply personally to all 
correspondence.

Write our ‘Letter 
of the Month’ and 
we’ll send you a 
copy of 
David Gentleman
which features 

well known stamps. 

BEWARE YOUNG LADIES 
ARMED WITH SCISSORS
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart
A friend showed me a page from 
an 1890s Young Ladies Companion 
magazine. A column devoted to 
handicrafts gave instructions on how 
to make a collage: ‘Ask Papa to bring 
home used envelopes so that you can 
remove stamps from them. When cut 
into neat squares and triangles the 
new Jubilee stamps can be re-glued 
onto backing sheets to make colourful 
designs suitable for framing.’

Given the Victorian obsession with 
mourning, I wonder how many Penny 
Blacks were butchered in this way to 
make black bordered cards?

Trevor Mawson, Shrewsbury

Have you seen special 

stamps, such as the 

recent David Bowie set, 

used on non-philatelic 

mail? Is it time special 

stamps were made 

more widely available in 

post offi ces?
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Stamp & Coin Mart are giving you the opportunity to 
WIN a fantastic 2-day trip to the 20th Collectors 
International Fair in Prague, courtesy of SBERATEL 
(www.sberatel.info/en). The event is the largest meeting 
of collectors in Central and Eastern Europe in which 
more than 230 exhibitors from countries all over the 
world take part in every year, offering a range of stamps, 
coins, postcards and more.

•  Two airline tickets from a London airport 
departing on Friday 8th September and 
returning on Sunday 10th September

•  FREE entrance to Sberatel/Collector Fair 2017 
on the Friday and Saturday

•  Two nights double room with breakfast 
in a city centre hotel

• Taxi to and from the airport in Prague
•  Two invitations to a VIP lounge event 

with a meal and drinks

Worth £1,000, this competition is exclusive to Stamp & Coin Mart and readers 
must answer the following question to be in with the chance of winning:

What is the name of the longest running river through the Czech Republic?

WIN! A TRIP TO
PRAGUE

THIS FANTASTIC PRIZE INCLUDES:

ENTER ONLINE: 
WWW.STAMPANDCOINMART.CO.UK

WORTH£1,000!

Closing date is 13 July 2017

June Reader Competition.indd   17 03/05/2017   09:14
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Stamp sidelines
Quick Links
Page 26 First Day Covers

Page 26 A GB Error

Page 29 Stamps as art

Post and Go from Jersey, Guernsey and Gibraltar are well established 
but ‘foreign’ Post and Go stamps are becoming available, writes 
Stuart Leigh. 

Following the World Stamp Exhibition held in Singapore in 2015 
Qatar Post saw Royal Mail’s kiosks and decided to test two machines 
in Doha during the 20th GCC Stamp Exhibition. Subsequently, one 
machine was installed at the General Post Office in Doha, whilst the 
other one was used in another branch to check on usage, after initial 
programming problems with the values being printed in £ was corrected 
and values for local postage from 2QR (Qatari Reals) to Gulf Express 
up to 500g at 75QR.

Next to join the Post & Go family was Spain, launching a kiosk 
(ES01) at the main Stamp Exhibition in Madrid, dispensing four 
different designs, two showing old and new architecture / statues 
and the other two depicting ancient and modern post boxes and 

telecommunication equipment – all four carried the 300 anniversary 
logo of Correos, the Spanish postal service. After the Exhibition the 
machine was moved to its permanent location in the Charmartin 
Railway Station. Towards the end of 2016, to meet collectors’ 
demands at international exhibitions the Spanish Philatelic Service 
produced strips of four stamps with overprints from Madrid and 
Zaragoza fairs in April and September from a back office machine 
B004. In 2017 the stamp design was changed with philately and 
tourism being promoted. 

Also at the beginning of 2017 PostNL came on the scene with 
stamps showing a blue butterfly for 1st Class post and an orange tulip 
for 1st Class International mail. Four machines were installed NL01 at 
Hilversum, L02 at Bussum both for stamp fairs, with NL03 at PostNL 
Den Hagg (The Hague) and a back office machine designated NL00, 
from this kiosk the stamps were issued in pairs in a presentation pack.

Foreign stamps
POST & GO

The question of 
how philately might 
adapt to the global 
phenomenon of 
electronic mail 
came up in a recent 
S&CM reader’s letter 
that reported the 
use of a stamp-like 
addition to an email 

which the letter writer 
opined might become 
collectable in future 
years. That was not 

the first time; nor will it be the last time; that the 
pleasures of stamp collecting have been harnessed 
to sales promotions and worthy causes. Back in 
the 1920s radio represented the cutting edge of 
advanced technology, especially in the USA where 
private broadcasting companies made their livings 
from advertising wrapped around soap operas and 
popular music. Despite possessing equally good 
radio transmitters and receivers, Britain’s national 
service (later the BBC) had a monopoly and no 
need for advertising. 

On the other side of the Atlantic cut-throat 
competition for listeners drove stations to ask 

those who tuned in to the station’s frequency 
regularly to send feedback on questions such 
as distance from the station, quality of the 
sound and the times that listeners paused their 
daily lives to listen to a particular show. The 
information was, of course, worth big money 
to station owners who could use it to show 
potential advertisers just how far-reaching 
and popular their station was in comparison 
to others based in the same city or town. 
The carrot dangled to tempt 
readers to supply the reports 
employed the Cinderella 
stamp sales model of 
attractive stamps that listeners 
could collect in albums. 
Here are extracts from an 
advertisement put out by the 
Ekko Broadcasting Station in 
Chicago urging its listeners to 
take up radio stamp collecting:

For The Radio Fan’s Christmas
The Ekko Broadcasting 
Station Stamp Album
Ekko Stamp collecting has 
swept through the radio 

listening public; and our Ekko Stamp Album 
is the ideal gift for any radio fan because it 
provides a convenient way to record the stations 
received over a set. The 96-page album contains 
more than 550 spaces, each to hold one of 
the beautifully engraved stamps the fan will 
receive when he/she sends a Proof Of Reception 
Card, together with 10 cents to cover the cost 
of verification, to the station after listening to a 
broadcast. Every station throughout the USA and 

Canada has its own uniquely 
coloured stamp showing the 
station’s call letters. For more 
information visit your local radio 
dealer today and buy an album 
for $1.75 ($2.50 in Canada).

The fad for collecting 
radio reception stamps lasted 
around ten years, dying out as 
reception became more reliable, 
and more scientific ways of 
gathering audience listening 
figures were introduced. 
Despite its short life the fad has 

left some attractive stamps for 
today’s Cinderellas fans. 

Radio Reception stamps
CINDERELLAS

The American Banknote 

Company did the artwork for 

Ekko’s Radio Reception Stamps

A 1925 radio fan combines listening 

pleasures with stamp collecting
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Enjoy this Off-Paper World Mixture Offer for REAL Collectors, NOT Investors

AvonMixturesAvonMixtures
SEE COUPON BESIDE INDEX  SCM07/17

P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8YX Tel/Fax: 01684 299278

www.upastampauctions.co.uk Go to Mixtures

Contrary to what you might think, or have been 
told... You really don’t have to spend a fortune to 
enjoy collecting stamps; read on to discover the 
reasons why...

You go to a stamp fair. You order on line. You bid in 
an auction – almost always, if you’re buying ‘identi-
fied’ stamps, even cheap stamps, they’re priced 

against catalogue value aren’t they? Why do  
‘ stampy’ things have to be done this way?

One of the biggest problems when I collected 
stamps all those 47 years ago, (before girls came 
along), was that the stamps I wanted always seemed  

to cost more than I could afford! So… just what is 
 it that made me collect stamps this way ?

Q: What made me collect stamps this 
way? – A: Catalogue Values !
Yes, catalogue values… That’s not to say  

 that there’s anything wrong with catalogue 
values per se. But, there’s a simple answer, true even 
decades later, and even today. It was/is the philatelic 
industry norm. This is how ‘philatelic’ things are 
done

BUT, I set out to break industry norms, creating my 
enormously popular off-paper world mixtures club 
more than 30 years ago. Some who were collectors 
then, have returned and are still ‘Avon/Omniphil’ 
Collectors today. Some of those collectors have ‘pro-
gressed’ their collections, so that they now bid in my 
‘No Hidden Extras’ Universal Philatelic Auctions – also 
known as ‘The Collector’s Secret Weapon’

Hindsight is a wonderful thing isn’t it ?, but… 
With the benefit of hindsight I suppose the prob-

lem was that I hadn’t set my collecting boundaries to 
my budget, but it’s so easy to say that now. But why 
does everything you collect have to be related to 
catalogue value ?

The simple answer is… it Doesn’t !
Wouldn’t You enjoy picking stamps at low unit 

prices regardless of catalogue value? Wouldn’t You 
enjoy forgetting the prices? Wouldn’t You enjoy the 
thrill of making a ‘find’ and paying pence to do so…? 
Well, Now You Can. If you’re a real collector, not an 
investor, I’m putting the fun back into philately so 

you can enjoy collecting how it used to be…

It’s NOT a club, but it feeels like one…
It’s NOT a club where you, like me, may remember 

‘swapping stamps’ but it feeels like one, and in order 
for You to Test my Avon World/Country Mixtures I’m 
offering you the opportunity to select up to your 
1st 500 stamps free, so You can see for Yourself how 
much fun there is to be had from the trial mixture 
bag we’ll send you… 

Send NO money Now: So where’s the catch ?
Simply, If You don’t like the idea of picking up to 

your 1st 500 stamps FREE and returning the rest, 
then that’s the catch. If You don’t like the idea of 
forgetting catalogue prices and paying ‘pence’ each 
per stamp you select – then this offer is not for you. 
If You collect ‘high-end’ stamps costing £100’s each 
then probably this is not for you too…

…BUT, If you, like I used to, enjoy sorting through 
stamps, seeing what you may find, enjoying the 
simple pleasure of adding inexpensive stamps to 
your collection, regardless of catalogue value – then 
this is for You... and I’m making it easy to get 
you started… All you need to do is complete the 
coupon NOW, it’s located beside the index in this 
magazine OR just telephone or apply on-line via 
our website below. If you’re a stamp collector aged 
18+ NEW to my Avon World Mixtures, you’ll pick up 
to the 1st 500 stamps FREE from my off-paper world 
mixtures plus the chance to select other country 
stamps at low unit prices regardless of catalogue 
value. Just give us your address and contact details 
and let Pat and Martin do the rest… so you can pick 
the best – Please do it NOW whilst you’re thinking 
about it… Thank You

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert & Author, Managing 
Director, UPA, Omniphil & Avon Approvals,  
Avon Mixtures, eBay: universalphilatelic 

Terms: Start/Stop service anytime. UK collectors, aged 18+ 
wanting to put the fun back into collecting are pre-qualified, 
send NO money Now. Overseas clients may be required to 
provide a deposit. Collectors in a few Countries cannot be 
serviced, please enquire. One offer per philatelic household.

FREE OFFER SO YOU CAN TEST AVON WORLD MIXTURES

Regardless of Catalogue Value!
Your 1st Trial World MixBag 

is supplied FREE, simply Select the Best
– up to 500 stamps FREE, – Return the Rest

www.upastampauctions.co.uk

my budget, but it’s so easy to say that now. But why 
does everything you collect have to be related to 
catalogue value ?

The simple answer is… 

MIXTURES ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR VERY ADVANCED COLLECTORS – TAKE MY UPA £55 AUCTION OFFER
avonmix2.indd   1 03/04/2017   16:37:57p025_scmjuly2017.indd   33 26/05/2017   14:34
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Your monthly guide to specialist stamps, stamp-related material and postal ephemeraStamp sidelines

No doubt I have written many times that condition is all important, writes FDC 
expert Brian Austin. So don’t buy plain covers and don’t buy handwritten covers… 
and then I walk into an antique shop and find the illustrated 1981 Folklore, plain, 
handwritten cover and covered in signatures, none of which I recognised. But 
rules are there to be broken and the more I look at the cover, the more I like it. 
On closer inspection, the first signer had written Robin Hood above his name, 
the second Maid Marian and lots of other well know characters including Friar 
Tuck and the nasty Sheriff of Nottingham, all from the Robin Hood story. Then I 
looked again and saw the cover had a Nottingham FDI postmark, so this got me 
thinking, if the story of Robin Hood is not folklore then what is? So Nottingham 
becomes a connected postmark. I had a quick look inside and found a sheet of 
headed paper from the Robin Hood Society signed by JM Hornsby who played 
Robin between 1977 and 1980 on the Robin Hood Society’s headed paper. So 
I guess that the cover is signed by the 1981 cast of the society’s play. No famous 
names as far as I can tell but a great connection nonetheless.

Signed, sealed, delivered
FIRST DAY COVERS

Recently I was sorting through some postcards from 
the 1990s when I came across the postmark illustrated 
here, from Stanley, Tasmania, writes David Gwynn. It 
caught my eye because we have a cat called Stanley and 
for no other reason, I decided to do a bit of research 
into the community.

Situated on the north coast of Tasmania, settlers 
arrived in the area from about 1825 with the intention 
of developing a port for the Van Diemen’s Land 
Company. The port itself opened in 1827, the first 
school opened in 1841 and the post office opened on 
1 July, 1845. The area was known as Circular Head 
until 1882, when the name Stanley was adopted. This 
was because the most notable landmark in the area is 
a large volcanic plug of rock standing proud on the 
edge of the sea. It was given its original name by the 
explorers Bass and Flinders in 1798 and today tourists 
can reach the flat top of The Nut, as it is known, by 
chairlift or walking the steep path.

The Nut appears on the illustrated postmark, but 
also appears on the 1936 stamps issued by Australia to 
commemorate the opening of the submarine telephone 
cable that made landfall in Tasmania close to The Nut.

‘Letters of all Shapes and Sizes’ trial sheetlets have surfaced lacking silver 
and with significant design differences to the issued sheetlets called 
‘Letters on a Stamp on a Letter’ of 3 July, 2003, writes Tom Pierron. The 
trial sheetlets feature a 25 March, 2003 imprint (compared to 3 July, 
2003 of issued sheetlets) indicating release was delayed presumably to 
allow for various design alterations.

The trial sheetlets feature an illustrated background and lack silver from 
the stamps (Queen’s head, £5 value, and territory name). The trial sheetlet 
stamps have a ‘Lettersofallshapesandsizes’ inscription – absent from the issued 
stamps – and a royal blue background and pale orange frame compared to 
deep blue background and white frame of the issued stamps.

Note: most of the trial sheetlets have been split and individual stamps 
offered as missing colour errors on eBay and other auction sites. While 

clearly not errors,  the essays are nonetheless extremely scarce and an 
extraordinary insight into the design decisions surrounding this issue.

Discover more errors on the blog: stamps24seven.com

A variety of shapes and sizes
ERRORS

Stanley, Tasmania

POSTMARKS
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For full details visit 

stanleygibbons.com/auctions
Stanley Gibbons Limited 399 Strand, London, WC2R 0LX

Contact us to receive a catalogue 
  020 7836 8444 (Press option 4)      repps@stanleygibbons.com

All World Auction
June 14th and 15th 2017

Featuring the fi rst portion of the extensive GB, Commonwealth 
and Air Mail collections assembled by the late Dr James Montgomery Dunlop.

The Home of 

Stamp Collecting 

since 1856
Auctions
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B & S STAMPS
RUSHCLIFFE HOUSE

17-19 RECTORY ROAD
WEST BRIDGFORD

NOTTINGHAM NG2 6BE

Tel: 0115 981 6214 Email: chris@robinhood-stamp.co.uk

WE PRODUCE THREE WEEKLY 28+ PAGE STOCK LISTS

These go through the Commonwealth alphabetically in sequence

BASIC MINT AND USED PRICED AT A 
MAXIMUM OF HALF SG CATALOGUE

Our price guarantee – as it has been since we started

SECTIONS FOR VARIETIES AND COVERS

PTS and ADPS MEMBERS

ESTABLISHED 35+ YEARS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

RETAIL SHOP OPEN TO THE PUBLIC EVERY FRIDAY
We are easy to find and have our own car park

FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE
“Hawid” and “Showgard” stamp mounts – probably the cheapest in the UK

WRITE, EMAIL OR PHONE FOR OUR LISTS
Please state any particular interests

BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH

B&S Stamps.indd   1 31/10/12   15:51:22

PHILANGLIA 
2017

SATURDAY 15th JULY

PHILANGLIA PHILANGLIA 

TO BE HELD AT THE
BURGESS HALL, WESTWOOD ROAD

ST IVES, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE27 6WU

With over 25 Local and National dealers,
this will be one of the largest Stamp Fairs in East Anglia

Supported by local Clubs and National Societies

10am  –  3.30pm
FREE ADMISSION

BUY • SELL • EXCHANGE

EASY TO FIND LOCATION, EASY PARKING, REFRESHMENTS
ORGANISED BY

ARUN STAMPS
P.O.BOX 15, FAKENHAM, NORFOLK, NR21 OEU

Telephone: 01328 829318   Mobile: 07881812523
www.arunstamps.co.uk

I T A L Y 
COLONIES * FIUME * OCCUPATIONS & TERRITORIES

VATICAN * SAN MARINO
Stamps * Postal History:1400 AD to date * Thematics * 

TRIESTE * SOMALIA * ERITREA * LIBYA * AEGEAN ISLANDS * 
LEVANT * ITALIAN POST OFFICES IN CHINA

LEADING ITALIAN AREA DEALERS
ETHIOPIA * BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

OVER 14,000 ITEMS ON OUR WEBSITE
INCLUDING WORLDWIDE THEMATICS and

POSTAL HISTORY Diverse & Important Stock
Prisoners Of War * Disinfected Mail and Stamps & Covers of the World

WANTLISTS SERVICED
PHILATELIC LITERATURE: OVER 400 TITLES IN STOCK
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There are three main ways to 
make things out of stamps. 
Collage and decoupage are 
well established: jewellery is 

quite new.
Colllages are two-dimensional works 

made by sticking fragments of papers 
etc onto card or board. And among the 
first people to do it with stamps were 
19th and 20th-century Chinese postcard 
makers, who used cut-up stamps to 
create scenes of Chinese life.

Dadaist Kurt Schwitters (1887-
1948) was probably the first artist to 
use postage stamps. But he chose them 
because they were random bits of paper 
to be fitted into his Merz paintings.

Since then, stamps have become more 
colourful and more plentiful. But they 
still have the status of official documents. 
They symbolise both the country and 
the era that produced them. Many are 
also beautiful or visually interesting in 
themselves. All this appeals to artists.

Some use a stamp as if it were a pixel 
or a brushstroke. Others pick up on the 
image and explore the interplay between 
the pictures on the stamps and the 
image they are a part of. Some people 
retain the stamp’s original shape. Others 
cut montages of stamps into different 
shapes. Many are oddly reminiscent of 
those intricate models people used to 
make out of spent matches.

Suzanne Rae of Art Stamped is a regular 
feature of Stampex these days, she sells her 

Philatelic 
curiosities

own work and also creates pictures to order 
(don’t miss the ten percent discount for 
magazine subscribers, see page 53).

Rachel Markwick’s parents were 
stamp dealers and, as an art student, 
she began making pictures from 
their surplus stocks. She exhibits 
around Gloucestershire and her 
work sells internationally.

Papering an object
Decoupage has been around since the 
19th century; it makes objects more 
interesting by applying scraps of fabric, 
paper or flower petals, protected by a 
layer of clear varnish. 

Today, the abundance of used stamps 
has made it even more popular and 
hobbyists are taking picture frames, wall 
clocks, bags, boxes, chests of drawers, 
even guitars and transforming them with 
stamps. You may have seen them on sale 
at craft fairs, so why not make your own?

Little gems…
looking for a setting
As a reader of this magazine, you’ll 
be more than familiar with stamp 
designs from all over the world. But 
when people from outside see stamps, 
especially the earlies, for the first time, 
they’re struck by their colour, beauty and 
intricate detail.

Stamp jewellery runs the gamut 
from chunky bracelets in decoupage to 
exquisitely mounted pendants. Some are 
made using off the shelf components, 
home-made jewellery is a popular hobby 

with a wide network of suppliers. Others 
adapt items from elsewhere; for instance, 
stamps can be sandwiched in microscope 
slides and a border added round them. A 
quick internet search will bring up ideas, 
suppliers and even online tutorials to set 
you on your way.

Many penny blacks have pinholes 
(sometimes carefully concealed). This 
is because children used to soak them 
off, thread them onto cotton and make 
toy snakes, necklaces or bracelets; stamp 
jewellery has grown up since then and 
can be very effective.

And if you run out...
For extra supplies of stamps, modern 
kiloware can be sourced from the ads in 
S&CM. But for something older, look 
out for bundleware here, online or in 
old mixed lots of stamps; these are little 
cubes of 100 low values, generally tied 
up with cotton and containing later QV 
and ‘four kings’ material.

For something classy, like cufflinks 
or a key fob, many larger dealers have 
stocks of cheap mint spacefillers from 
the Jubilees onwards. Once they’re 
mounted, no-one’s gong to care about 
hinge thins or the gum. The same goes 
for heavily-mounted Empire stamps, 
especially the pictorials; the low values 
are as carefully engraved as the top ones.

So why not have a go yourself? 
Alternatively, pass on your unwanted 
swaps to a creative family member. 
You never know what they might 
come up with.

Stamp sidelines

David Bailey continues his examination of unusual stamp-related 
topics as he samples art and jewellery made from stamps

#16Out of the album, 
onto the wall

Artwork created by 

Suzanne Rae of Art 

Stamped

Marianne de Gandon - 

as a pendant

p29 Curious - PAGE NUMBER.indd   29 30/05/2017   09:55



30 JULY 2017
 www.stampandcoin.co.uk

the hard work and determination of 
heritage groups which have restored 
these historic buildings and returned 
them to how they would have looked 
in the days when they supplied the 
population with their daily bread and 
the clothes they wore.

The two 1st Class stamps feature 
Nutley Windmill in East Sussex and 
New Abbey Corn Mill in Dumfries 
& Galloway. Nutley is a working 
windmill which has recently been 
restored and is a grade II listed 
building. The windmill overlooks 
Ashdown Forest and according to the 
Sussex Mills Group, is the last open-
trestle post mill and one of only five 
surviving examples in the whole of the 
UK. The mill is around three centuries 
old and has stood on its current site 
since the early 19th century, having 
been transported from another mill 
site, possibly in Kent.

New Abbey Corn Mill is another 
example of a restored and working 
mill; this one being an 18th-century 
watermill in the town of Dumfries 
in Scotland. The mill was operating 
commercially as recently as 65 years 
ago, and today’s visitors can watch 
oatmeal being ground using the same 
process as mill’s former workers used 
in years gone by. The mill dates to the 
late 1700s and was expanded, with 
an extra floor and another millstone 
in the 19th century, as crop yields 
grew and farmers needed extra milling 
capacity. The mill has always focused 

The history of using the 
power of the wind to 
grind grain and pump 
water dates back to 
as early as 500AD, 

when the first mills used blades or 
sails to convert the wind into energy, 
whilst watermill technology developed 
around the second century BC.

The power produced by windmills 
and watermills was an early form of 
sustainable energy which is still in 
use today, with the basic principles 

of mills having changed little over the 
centuries. The main design change 
to the mills seen around the UK 
today was the creation of horizontal 
windmills, at the start of the Industrial 
Revolution. By this time, mills had 
been used in Europe for centuries, with 
many monastic estates and aristocratic 
landowners building windmills and 
watermills to enable them to be self 
sufficient, and to make money from 
those wishing to make use of the mill 
for farming and industry.

The six special stamps feature 
photographs of three windmills and 
three watermills, located in England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. As 
well as being prized for its role in 
mill history, each of these buildings 
is considered to be an attractive 
feature of the landscape in which it 
stands. Artists such as Turner and 
Constable created paintings in which 
windmills and watermills featured as 
an enhancement to the landscape, and 
generations of amateur artists have 
also painted and sketched mills.

Each of the mills featured can still 
be visited, and five of the six remain 
in operation today, albeit mainly to 
show visitors how these buildings once 
operated, and the huge machinery 
needed to keep the sails turning. 
These wind and watermills, and others 
around the UK, are rare survivors from 
a time when there were thousands 
of mills around the countryside. In 
many cases, their survival is down to 

Issue date: 20 June, 2017

Design: Atelier Works

Illustrations: Federico Gemma

Stamp size: 35mm x 37mm

Printer: International Security 

Printers

Print process: Lithography

Perforations: 14.5 x 14

Phosphor: Bars as appropriate

Gum: PVA

1st - Nutley Windmill, East Sussex

1st - New Abbey Corn Mill, 

Dumfries & Galloway

£1.40 - Ballycopeland 

Windmill, Co Down

£1.40 - Cheddleton Flint 

Mill, Staffordshire

£1.57 - Woodchurch Windmill, Kent

£1.57 - Felin Cochwillan 

Mill, Gwynedd

Stamp details

Windmills & watermills
Royal Mail pays tribute to the country’s long history of milling, with a look at six of the UK’s finest 

surviving wind and water mills, which between them ground grain, processed flint and produced cloth

Five of the six mills 

featured on the stamps 

are still in working 

order today

GB Stamps
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mainly on grinding oatmeal, which 
was ground for bot human and 
animal consumption.

The next two stamps, with a 
£1.40 value, feature Ballycopeland 
Windmill in County Down, and 
Cheddleton Flint Mill in Staffordshire. 
Ballycopeland is a functioning 
windmill which is open to the public 
as the only remaining working 
windmill in the East Down region of 
Northern Ireland. This white, three-
storey tower mill is a well-loved local 
landmark and was built to grind corn. 
The miller’s house and associated 
buildings are still in existence, the 
former having being converted into a 
visitor centre with a working model of 
the mill, which shows how its sails can 
turn into the wind, whilst the main 
structure remains static.

Cheddleton Flint Mill is another 
working visitor attraction; a water mill 
which has used the power of the River 
Churnet for milling since the Middle 
Ages. The mill and its associated 
buildings are classed as a grade II listed 
complex, with the on-site flint kilns 
and drying kiln allowing flint to be 
processed at the mill, with the nearby 
Caldon Canal allowing the finished 
product to be shipped on to the 
pottery mills of nearby Stoke on Trent. 

The final two stamps (£1.57) feature 
Woodchurch Windmill in Kent and 
Felin Cochwillan Mill in Gwynedd, 
Wales. Woodchurch mill is located in 
the village of the same name and is 
one of only twenty surviving windmills 
in this county, which was once home 
to some 400 mills. The mill has stood 
on its current site since 1820, having 
being moved from another site, as 
Nutley Windmill in East Sussex was. 
This white windmill was once paired 
with a black mill, the two being known 
locally as The Sisters. By 1978, the 
black mill had been demolished and 

the future of Woodchurch Mill was 
uncertain, as it had fallen into disrepair. 
It was rebuilt by volunteers from the 
Friends of Woodchurch Mill group 
and is now a heritage attraction, open 
during the summer months.

The final mill featured is Felin 
Cochwillan Mill, a 200-year-old 
watermill near Bangor in North 
Wales. Originally built was a fulling 
(cloth) mill, it was later adapted to 
grind corn, barley and oats. The mill 
was used as recently as the late 20th 
century and is currently undergoing 
restoration, with visitors welcome 
by appointment to see the ongoing 
works, and the complete mill 
machinery, which includes millstones 
and a drying kiln. 

Product portfolio
The six stamps are accompanied by 
a range of windmill and watermill 
themed products to complement the 

issue. The first day cover features a 
sepia photograph of a windmill, along 
with the six special stamps cancelled 
with an Old Mill, Callington postmark

The information card, which 
accompanies both the first day cover 
and the stamp souvenir, includes a 
spotlight and photograph for each of 
the six mills, with text supplied by 
mill expert Martin Watts, who also 
explains the origins of windmills and 
watermills in the UK.

The presentation pack includes all 
six stamps, together with a summary of 
the history of windmills and watermills, 
written by Martin Watts, and a feature 
on each of the six mills. Also available 
are six postcards featuring the stamps 
and three postmarks – a generic 
windmill (Tallents House), a windmill, 
postmarked Old Mill, Callington 
(which is in Cornwall), and a non-
pictorial postmark, also marked Old 
Mill, Callington.

WINDMILLS & WATERMILLS

The mills featured in the 

set are rare survivors 

from a time when Britain 

was home to thousands 

of windmills 

and watermills

 SUBSCRIBER COMPETITION! 
For your chance to win a Windmills and Watermills presentation 
pack, courtesy of Royal Mail, simply e-mail your answer to the 
question below, to: sally.bridgewater@warnersgroup.co.uk 
including your subscriber number and quoting ‘Windmills and 
Watermills competition’.

Which of the mills featured in this set was once part of a pair of mills 
known as The Sisters?

Winner will be picked at random from correct entries. Editor’s decision is final. Closing date 13 July, 2017. 
Competition open only to Stamp & Coin Mart active subscribers.

WIN 
THE 

STAMPS!
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The Old Post Office, Davis Way, Hurst, 
Reading, Berkshire, RG10 0TR, UK.

NORTHERN STAMPS

Telephone 0191 4131431

Website www.northernstamps.com

Christmas 1998 20p Imperf  Pair SG2064a 
Unmounted Mint Marginal Cat £1100.00

My Price £450.00

Christmas 1994 19p Imperf  Pair SG1843a 
Unmounted Mint Cat £175.00

My Price £120.00

1967 EFTA 9d SG715 
Showing a Good Shift 
Of  Brown Downward 

Unmounted mint £45.00

1970 Anniversaries 1/-
With Missing Gold

(Queens Head)
Unmounted Mint £75.00

2002 Christmas 2nd Imperf  Pair 
SG2321b Unmounted Mint Cat £80.00 

My Price £50.00

1965 United Nations 3d SG681pa Broken 
Circle Flaw Unmounted Mint Block 6

(Variety only affects one Stamp)
£20.00

1965 United Nations 
3d SG681pb Lake 
in Russia Variety 

Unmounted Mint Pair 
Variety only affects 
one Stamp) £20.00

email @ mark@northernstamps.co.uk

ebay id @ uknorthernstamps
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21081- SG320 £1 Deep Green  
Very Fine Used  

   £425.00
17595- Spec M6/6 1d Deep Rose Carmine  

Fine Used Hendon Cert 
£180.00

W124- SG292 2d Grey Green & Bright Car-
mine Unmounted Mint Frame Break below 2

£150.00
18596- SG256a 10d Dull Purple & Scarlet 

Fine Used No Cross on Crown  
£125.00

20982- SG317 2/6 Dark Purple  
Very Fine Used CDS    

£75.00
18699- SG264 5/- Deep Bright Carmine.  

Very Fine Used 
£85.00

20055- SG265 10/- Ultramarine  
Very Fine Used. 
£175.00

W103- SG266 £1 Green Very Fine Used  
Light Indistinct Cancel 

£350.00

W1000 – 6d Plate Proof In Black on thin 
white Card Unmounted £75.00

21093 – SG250Var Spec M40/2 9d Slate 
Purple & Pale Ultramarine Block 4 

Unmounted Mint Ex Vestey £500.00

W105 – SG266 £1 Green Good Used 
Clear Profile £275.00

W999 - SG212 £1 Green Very Fine Used. 
Central Lombard Street CDS £375.00

19677 – Spec M5/4 d Rose Carmine Block 
4 Top 2 Stamps Mounted RPS Certificate 

£60.00

19496 – Spec M6/3 1d Intense Rose Red Lightly 
Mounted Mint Hendon Certificate £265.00
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SAM.1. POLAND - small general collection, include - Nazi Occupation 
Concentration Camp issue inscribed ‘Judenpost’ for Lodz Ghetto 
(Litzmanstdt) 10pf Green (unused). We cannot guarantee this item but 
remainder of the collection all seem OK Cheap Price  ...................  £8.75  

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of Anti-TB and Red 
Cross stamps. Also Anti-Malaria stamps Red Cross stamps back 
to the 1940s or earlier up to more recent. With nursing, doctors 
and all forms of medicine. A most interesting subject rarely offered 
for sale ideal for anyone with some medical knowledge to form a 
valuable collection  .......................................................... Price £7   

SAM.9 BRITISH ISLES Wholesale Dealers new issue stock (duplicated) 
all unmounted mint, with many high values, includes Lundy, Summer 
Isles, St Mary’s (Scilly Isles) Gairsay, Gugh, Bardsey Island, Easdale, Sark. 
Only unmounted mint. The face value alone must be £60.00   Price £14  

E32 GREAT BRITAIN - SPECTACULAR ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d value 
(SG71 3) SHIFT OF GOLD COLOUR causing Queen’s head to move over 
to wrong area of stamp. We offer the Gold Head Shift Error superb unmtd 
mint together with normal stamp for comparison ..................Price £4.25 

SJ42 ZEPPELINS: Impressive thematic collection of Zeppelins on 
stamps with airships & balloons. about 100 stamps.............Price £5 

SAM.23 WORLD COLLECTION - All sorts, nice starter lot, with 
upwards of 1000 different plus some duplication, with covers, FDC’s, 
miniature sheets All unchecked for Catalogue value ........Price £13.25 

G.46 ORNITHOLOGY - A substantial collection of ornithological stamps. 
Estimated at between 500 600 bird stamps. Mainly all different used 
with some mont, but with strength in the unm. mint local sections inc. 
Lundy Puffins, Cam La island and Calf of Man, Isle of Man locals and 
other British Locals depicting Sea birds, with some multiple blocks. 
Total catalogue value is £130+.............................................. Price £29 

G.114 A WORLDWIDE COVERS & FDC’S Fantastic Accumulation 
of Commercial & Philatelic covers & FDC’s including special pmks, 
early to modern with Air Mails, Sea Mail, commemorative covers, 
noted designer signed. Local posts, Islands Post, an unsorted group 
of about 100 covers ..................................................Price £21 .00 

G85 CARS ON STAMPS. Impressive thematic collection the ideal 
collection for anyone interested in automobiles, all sorts from vin-
tage classics to super speed racing cars. Several hundred different 
cars on stamps  ..............................................................Price £11 

SAM.26 AUSTRIA & HUNGARY - Mostly used, some mint, several 
hundred diff ......................................................................Price £8 

G126 WORKS OF ART. The rarities of the world’s most famous art 
galleries at your fingertips. A superb collection of famous paintings 
on stamps, over a thousand different not counting duplicates or 
miniature sheets  ............................................................Price £21

R55 COSTUMES & HEADDRESSES Unusual thematic subject 
hundred different from several countries ...........................Price £6 

RS2a UNIFORMS. Mainly military. Hundreds different. ....Price £12 

Let K2 GREAT BRITAIN. UNMOUNTED MINT COMMEMO RATIVES 
& DEFINITIVES UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. Items noted include 
Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing Phosphor Error coil strips. Well over 
500 stamps, only unmounted mint  ....................................Price £18 

R45 MINIATURE SHEETS & Souvenir Sheets, various different GB 
(Exhibition sheets) FOREIGN, odd Brit. Commonwealth. Total of 50+ 
different (Mainly Foreign) Min sheets  ...............................Price £8 

SJ132 GREAT BRITAIN. British Postal Strike 1971 - Emergency 
Overprints on Local Carriage Labels printed by Harrison and Sons 
for Use in Southampton. The complete unm. Mint set of six stamps 
3 x 1/-, 2/-. 6/-, 7/6d  ..................................................Price £1.50 

G23A OLYMPIC GAMES Enormous lot, not counting duplicates, there 
must be over 500 stamps- an outstanding collection  .............  Price £11 

NY146 ENTOMOLOGY: One of the most unusual thematic subjects we 
have ever seen, insects on stamps. Hundreds of them  .............  Price £7 

NY148 SPACE ‘THE FINAL FRONTIER’. A spectacular collection of 
Space stamps including Rockets. Space ships and all types of Outer 
Space Exploration, including several scarce Moon Landing covers. 500+ 
stamps, all different not counting Covers and Miniature sheets   Price £15 

R.49 SOUTH EAST ASIA - enormous lot, with some complete 
sheets unm . mint, mass of singles. Dates back to 1898, to modern 
mainly different used stamps. About 1600-1700 stamps of which 
at least 1300 must be different  ..................................... Price £32 

SJ53a BARDSEY ISLAND. (Welsh Local Issue) A superb special-
ised group of Unmounted Mint (complete sets) Stamps from this 
small Welsh Island rarely get offered for sale  ............. Price £7.00 

SJ224 FILM STARS Collection of Film Stars and a few pop stars. 
A colourful lot of this popular theme includes Gary Cooper, Clara 
Bow, Marylin Monroe, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, James Dean, 
Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Rudolph Valentino, Jean Harlow, 
Roman Novarro, Jayne Mansfield, Buster Keaton, Humphrey Bogart, 
Katherine Hepburn, Charles Laughton, Alan Ladd, Ingrid Bergman, 
plus many others. The whole lot. ...................................Price £14.00

OFFER A - From the remainder of a Liquidated Stamp Dealer’s stock, 
a massive amount including, sheets. Great Britain including Locals, 
British Commonwealth. Foreign, Mint used covers, FDC and pre packs. 
We counted up to £1,500 worth of cat value and then got tired and 
gave up counting. Clearance Price ...................................Price £75.00

NY124 THE THREE KINGS King George V, King ED. VII and King 
George VI. A collection of British Colonials. UNMOUNTED MINT 
STAMPS. In singles and blocks. Approximately 100+ stamps, low 
price to clear..............................................................Price £12.00

G419 SCANDINAVIA: Incudes Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, some 
from Iceland. The collection is unchecked for catalogue value, but we 
have estimated that there must be upwards of 1,000 .........Price £29.50

W37 ISRAEL - An impressive collection of Israel, comprising of 
illustrated official first day covers (all unadressed). Also noted - 
miniature sheets, including: 1949 Coins mini sheet. Catalogued 
£170 (possible forgery this item “as is” not guaranteed.) Following 
on with many genuine unmounted mint Israel stamps including 
plate number blocks, multiples and singles with tabs. A valuable 
and impressive collection. .............................................. Price £25

EUR 33 EUROPA - A specialised European thematic Collection of 
Europa stamps, spanning from the 1950’s to more modern stamps. 
Includes Italy, France, Germany, Iceland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Cyprus, Netherlands, G.B. Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Swiss, Finland, 
Greece, Sweden. Also scarcer local issues for Channel Islands and 
Isle of Man. Hundreds of all different Europa Stamps, mainly fine 
used, but mini noted .......................................................Price £17

FR 229 FRANCE & COLS - A smashing collection of France with 
French Colonnies & Ex Colonies. Mainly Commemorative stamps in 
singles and blocks. Some unmounted mint, but mostly fine used. 
A lovely collection with many engraved stamps; several hundreds, 
mostly different...............................................................Price £21

BX 486 BOXING - A fine collection of Boxing Stamps Over 80 Stamps 
in blocks and singles, including champion boxers such as Muhammad 
Ali. Mainly fine cto used, mint noted, with Great Britain Royal Mail 2012 
Olympic Games Gold Medal Boxing Stamps .......................Price £9.75

HP 19A IRAQ WAR COVER - Extremly rare War in Iraq commem-
orative cover for the fall of Tikrit. Only 150 of this cover, depicting 
Saddam Hussein, ever existed. We understand many were damaged 
and destroyed, it is likely on a few covers survived. The cover bears a 
GB QEII stamp, postmarked with circular London SHC 15 April 2003 
Pmk. Together with Iraq stamp overprinted “In British Occupation” 
This stamp is tied to the cover with a rectangular “Liberation of Iraq 
15-04-03 THE FALL OF TIKRIT”. Cachet in purple.  A very rare Iraq 
War Cover in superb condition ............................................Price £26

LU 328 LUNDY ISLAND - A superb collection of unmounted mint 
British local stamps of Lundy Island in blocks, large multiples and 
singles + miniature sheet. Starts off with King George VI period. 
“Lundy & Atlantic Coats Air Lines Ltd. “Following on to puffin stamps 
overprinted with 1950s & 1960s stamps on to more recent. With lots 
of “Puffin” stamps, definitives, commemoratives & Air Mail stamps. 
Hundreds of unmounted mint Lundy Stamps ................Price £27.50

B COM 434 ORNITHOLOGY - A fantastic thematic collection of British 
Commonwealth BIRDS stamps. Only Unmounted Mint in mulitlples 
and single stamps. Several Hundred Brit, Commonwealth Bird Stamps 
including High Value (£) pound & ($) Dollar stamps in blocks  ..Price £39

CR 781 CRICKET - A valuable specialised collection of cricket 
stamps & scarce cricket covers, including signed covers auto-
graphed by famous cricketers. Comprising of Unmounted Mint 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth Stamps in blocks of four or 
singles with several high value ($) Dollar values. Approx 18 cricket 
covers including scarce autographed covers & a quantity of Unm. 
Mint Cricket Stamps .......................................................Price £25

PM 84 MARGARET THATCHER - The very scarce mourning cover for 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One of the scarcest political covers. 
Only 50 ever in existence, mostly now in collectors hands and rarely 
offered for sale. With “Iron Lady” illustration and official Royal Mail 8th 
April 2013. Big Ben postmark price ......................................Price £13.25

In 1973 we recommended and sold the British definitive 1/2p (SGX842) with one phosphor band on side. We told our customers to buy them at 
25p each. WE WERE RIGHT!! Today this stamp is catalogued at £55.00 each. If you had taken our advice, for an outlay of only £50 in1973, the 

current catalogue value of your investment would be a staggering total of £11,000.00. In 1999 we recommended our customers to buy the Princess 
Diana Welsh Language Presentation Packs. The catalogue value was only £2.50 each, but we were telling our customers to buy them for up to dou-
ble catalogue value £5 each. Within only 6 years they had increased by 3,900%. As everyone knows, investments can go down as well as up and the 
past in not necessarily a guide to the future. However, being selective and taking sound advice is the best way to make your hobby pay for itself. In 

2003 we recommended our customers to buy the Coronation £1 Green (SG 2380) which was catalogued by Stanley Gibbons at £1.50 per stamp. 
Within 1 year the catalogue value had increased to £50 per stamp, an increase of over 3,200%.

Last year we recommended our customers to buy EFTA Presentation Packs.
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue value was £3.50 each, if you had taken our advice even if you had brought them at full catalogue value. For 

an outlay of only £875. Your investment would be worth a massive £10,000 at current catalogue value. An increase of catalogue value of over 
1,000% in only one year. Our customers complemented us once again saying

“THANK YOU AGAIN,YOU WERE RIGHT”.

Buying GB Royal Mail 2008 
handover of Olympic flag 
from Beijing to London, 

presentation pack paying more 
than full cat value £9.25
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SAM.1. POLAND - small general collection, include - Nazi Occupation 
Concentration Camp issue inscribed ‘Judenpost’ for Lodz Ghetto 
(Litzmanstdt) 10pf Green (unused). We cannot guarantee this item but 
remainder of the collection all seem OK Cheap Price  ...................  £8.75  

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of Anti-TB and Red 
Cross stamps. Also Anti-Malaria stamps Red Cross stamps back 
to the 1940s or earlier up to more recent. With nursing, doctors 
and all forms of medicine. A most interesting subject rarely offered 
for sale ideal for anyone with some medical knowledge to form a 
valuable collection  .......................................................... Price £7   

SAM.9 BRITISH ISLES Wholesale Dealers new issue stock (duplicated) 
all unmounted mint, with many high values, includes Lundy, Summer 
Isles, St Mary’s (Scilly Isles) Gairsay, Gugh, Bardsey Island, Easdale, Sark. 
Only unmounted mint. The face value alone must be £60.00   Price £14  

E32 GREAT BRITAIN - SPECTACULAR ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d value 
(SG71 3) SHIFT OF GOLD COLOUR causing Queen’s head to move over 
to wrong area of stamp. We offer the Gold Head Shift Error superb unmtd 
mint together with normal stamp for comparison ..................Price £4.25 

SJ42 ZEPPELINS: Impressive thematic collection of Zeppelins on 
stamps with airships & balloons. about 100 stamps.............Price £5 

SAM.23 WORLD COLLECTION - All sorts, nice starter lot, with 
upwards of 1000 different plus some duplication, with covers, FDC’s, 
miniature sheets All unchecked for Catalogue value ........Price £13.25 

G.46 ORNITHOLOGY - A substantial collection of ornithological stamps. 
Estimated at between 500 600 bird stamps. Mainly all different used 
with some mont, but with strength in the unm. mint local sections inc. 
Lundy Puffins, Cam La island and Calf of Man, Isle of Man locals and 
other British Locals depicting Sea birds, with some multiple blocks. 
Total catalogue value is £130+.............................................. Price £29 

G.114 A WORLDWIDE COVERS & FDC’S Fantastic Accumulation 
of Commercial & Philatelic covers & FDC’s including special pmks, 
early to modern with Air Mails, Sea Mail, commemorative covers, 
noted designer signed. Local posts, Islands Post, an unsorted group 
of about 100 covers ..................................................Price £21 .00 

G85 CARS ON STAMPS. Impressive thematic collection the ideal 
collection for anyone interested in automobiles, all sorts from vin-
tage classics to super speed racing cars. Several hundred different 
cars on stamps  ..............................................................Price £11 

SAM.26 AUSTRIA & HUNGARY - Mostly used, some mint, several 
hundred diff ......................................................................Price £8 

G126 WORKS OF ART. The rarities of the world’s most famous art 
galleries at your fingertips. A superb collection of famous paintings 
on stamps, over a thousand different not counting duplicates or 
miniature sheets  ............................................................Price £21

R55 COSTUMES & HEADDRESSES Unusual thematic subject 
hundred different from several countries ...........................Price £6 

RS2a UNIFORMS. Mainly military. Hundreds different. ....Price £12 

Let K2 GREAT BRITAIN. UNMOUNTED MINT COMMEMO RATIVES 
& DEFINITIVES UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. Items noted include 
Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing Phosphor Error coil strips. Well over 
500 stamps, only unmounted mint  ....................................Price £18 

R45 MINIATURE SHEETS & Souvenir Sheets, various different GB 
(Exhibition sheets) FOREIGN, odd Brit. Commonwealth. Total of 50+ 
different (Mainly Foreign) Min sheets  ...............................Price £8 

SJ132 GREAT BRITAIN. British Postal Strike 1971 - Emergency 
Overprints on Local Carriage Labels printed by Harrison and Sons 
for Use in Southampton. The complete unm. Mint set of six stamps 
3 x 1/-, 2/-. 6/-, 7/6d  ..................................................Price £1.50 

G23A OLYMPIC GAMES Enormous lot, not counting duplicates, there 
must be over 500 stamps- an outstanding collection  .............  Price £11 

NY146 ENTOMOLOGY: One of the most unusual thematic subjects we 
have ever seen, insects on stamps. Hundreds of them  .............  Price £7 

NY148 SPACE ‘THE FINAL FRONTIER’. A spectacular collection of 
Space stamps including Rockets. Space ships and all types of Outer 
Space Exploration, including several scarce Moon Landing covers. 500+ 
stamps, all different not counting Covers and Miniature sheets   Price £15 

R.49 SOUTH EAST ASIA - enormous lot, with some complete 
sheets unm . mint, mass of singles. Dates back to 1898, to modern 
mainly different used stamps. About 1600-1700 stamps of which 
at least 1300 must be different  ..................................... Price £32 

SJ53a BARDSEY ISLAND. (Welsh Local Issue) A superb special-
ised group of Unmounted Mint (complete sets) Stamps from this 
small Welsh Island rarely get offered for sale  ............. Price £7.00 

SJ224 FILM STARS Collection of Film Stars and a few pop stars. 
A colourful lot of this popular theme includes Gary Cooper, Clara 
Bow, Marylin Monroe, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, James Dean, 
Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Rudolph Valentino, Jean Harlow, 
Roman Novarro, Jayne Mansfield, Buster Keaton, Humphrey Bogart, 
Katherine Hepburn, Charles Laughton, Alan Ladd, Ingrid Bergman, 
plus many others. The whole lot. ...................................Price £14.00

OFFER A - From the remainder of a Liquidated Stamp Dealer’s stock, 
a massive amount including, sheets. Great Britain including Locals, 
British Commonwealth. Foreign, Mint used covers, FDC and pre packs. 
We counted up to £1,500 worth of cat value and then got tired and 
gave up counting. Clearance Price ...................................Price £75.00

NY124 THE THREE KINGS King George V, King ED. VII and King 
George VI. A collection of British Colonials. UNMOUNTED MINT 
STAMPS. In singles and blocks. Approximately 100+ stamps, low 
price to clear..............................................................Price £12.00

G419 SCANDINAVIA: Incudes Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, some 
from Iceland. The collection is unchecked for catalogue value, but we 
have estimated that there must be upwards of 1,000 .........Price £29.50

W37 ISRAEL - An impressive collection of Israel, comprising of 
illustrated official first day covers (all unadressed). Also noted - 
miniature sheets, including: 1949 Coins mini sheet. Catalogued 
£170 (possible forgery this item “as is” not guaranteed.) Following 
on with many genuine unmounted mint Israel stamps including 
plate number blocks, multiples and singles with tabs. A valuable 
and impressive collection. .............................................. Price £25

EUR 33 EUROPA - A specialised European thematic Collection of 
Europa stamps, spanning from the 1950’s to more modern stamps. 
Includes Italy, France, Germany, Iceland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Cyprus, Netherlands, G.B. Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Swiss, Finland, 
Greece, Sweden. Also scarcer local issues for Channel Islands and 
Isle of Man. Hundreds of all different Europa Stamps, mainly fine 
used, but mini noted .......................................................Price £17

FR 229 FRANCE & COLS - A smashing collection of France with 
French Colonnies & Ex Colonies. Mainly Commemorative stamps in 
singles and blocks. Some unmounted mint, but mostly fine used. 
A lovely collection with many engraved stamps; several hundreds, 
mostly different...............................................................Price £21

BX 486 BOXING - A fine collection of Boxing Stamps Over 80 Stamps 
in blocks and singles, including champion boxers such as Muhammad 
Ali. Mainly fine cto used, mint noted, with Great Britain Royal Mail 2012 
Olympic Games Gold Medal Boxing Stamps .......................Price £9.75

HP 19A IRAQ WAR COVER - Extremly rare War in Iraq commem-
orative cover for the fall of Tikrit. Only 150 of this cover, depicting 
Saddam Hussein, ever existed. We understand many were damaged 
and destroyed, it is likely on a few covers survived. The cover bears a 
GB QEII stamp, postmarked with circular London SHC 15 April 2003 
Pmk. Together with Iraq stamp overprinted “In British Occupation” 
This stamp is tied to the cover with a rectangular “Liberation of Iraq 
15-04-03 THE FALL OF TIKRIT”. Cachet in purple.  A very rare Iraq 
War Cover in superb condition ............................................Price £26

LU 328 LUNDY ISLAND - A superb collection of unmounted mint 
British local stamps of Lundy Island in blocks, large multiples and 
singles + miniature sheet. Starts off with King George VI period. 
“Lundy & Atlantic Coats Air Lines Ltd. “Following on to puffin stamps 
overprinted with 1950s & 1960s stamps on to more recent. With lots 
of “Puffin” stamps, definitives, commemoratives & Air Mail stamps. 
Hundreds of unmounted mint Lundy Stamps ................Price £27.50

B COM 434 ORNITHOLOGY - A fantastic thematic collection of British 
Commonwealth BIRDS stamps. Only Unmounted Mint in mulitlples 
and single stamps. Several Hundred Brit, Commonwealth Bird Stamps 
including High Value (£) pound & ($) Dollar stamps in blocks  ..Price £39

CR 781 CRICKET - A valuable specialised collection of cricket 
stamps & scarce cricket covers, including signed covers auto-
graphed by famous cricketers. Comprising of Unmounted Mint 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth Stamps in blocks of four or 
singles with several high value ($) Dollar values. Approx 18 cricket 
covers including scarce autographed covers & a quantity of Unm. 
Mint Cricket Stamps .......................................................Price £25

PM 84 MARGARET THATCHER - The very scarce mourning cover for 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One of the scarcest political covers. 
Only 50 ever in existence, mostly now in collectors hands and rarely 
offered for sale. With “Iron Lady” illustration and official Royal Mail 8th 
April 2013. Big Ben postmark price ......................................Price £13.25

In 1973 we recommended and sold the British definitive 1/2p (SGX842) with one phosphor band on side. We told our customers to buy them at 
25p each. WE WERE RIGHT!! Today this stamp is catalogued at £55.00 each. If you had taken our advice, for an outlay of only £50 in1973, the 

current catalogue value of your investment would be a staggering total of £11,000.00. In 1999 we recommended our customers to buy the Princess 
Diana Welsh Language Presentation Packs. The catalogue value was only £2.50 each, but we were telling our customers to buy them for up to dou-
ble catalogue value £5 each. Within only 6 years they had increased by 3,900%. As everyone knows, investments can go down as well as up and the 
past in not necessarily a guide to the future. However, being selective and taking sound advice is the best way to make your hobby pay for itself. In 

2003 we recommended our customers to buy the Coronation £1 Green (SG 2380) which was catalogued by Stanley Gibbons at £1.50 per stamp. 
Within 1 year the catalogue value had increased to £50 per stamp, an increase of over 3,200%.

Last year we recommended our customers to buy EFTA Presentation Packs.
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue value was £3.50 each, if you had taken our advice even if you had brought them at full catalogue value. For 

an outlay of only £875. Your investment would be worth a massive £10,000 at current catalogue value. An increase of catalogue value of over 
1,000% in only one year. Our customers complemented us once again saying

“THANK YOU AGAIN,YOU WERE RIGHT”.

Buying GB Royal Mail 2008 
handover of Olympic flag 
from Beijing to London, 

presentation pack paying more 
than full cat value £9.25
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RN4 GREAT BRITAIN – HMS Victory Cover, issued for 
the 250th anniv. of the launching of Nelson’s Flagship, 
HMS Victory. “The pride of the British Navy”. The oldest 
commissioned warship in the world. Bearing a Royal Mail 
ensign stamp and cancelled with a Royal Mail illustration ship 
pmk. dated 7/5/15 – only 100 covers were issued..Price £8.75

Malay. 2 SINGAPORE – A fantastic collection of Singapore 
stamps. Mainly in fine used condition and containing 
definitives and commemoratives of Singapore. Hundreds of 
different stamps ................................................  Price £16.25

E2R GP1. GREAT BRITAIN – Rare Machin gutter pair cover. 
One of the most sought after Machin definitive covers. 
The Royal Mail illustrated cover bears the scarce blue 2nd 
class definitive Machin gutter pair with gold coronation 
anniv. Royal Mail crown design in Gutter Pair. The cover is 
postmarked with the official London E2R Coronation anniv. 
Pmk. Dated 1/1/13. This is of postal history importance as 
the Machin Coronation Gutter Pair is scarce as mint and rare 
used on cover ...................................................... Price £27.

Parl 92 GREAT BRITAIN – Scarce Parliamentary Cover – 
This scarce cover issued for the 750th Anniv. of Simon De 
Montfort’s Parliament. Superbly illustrated and bearing the 
Royal Mail De Montfort commemorative stamp pmkd. with 
Royal Mail 2/6/15 official Royal Mail illustrated postmark. Only 
60 of this cover are known to exist .......................  Price £9.25

Alb. 7 ALBANIA  - A lovely collection of Albanian stamps, 
including scarcer older stamps issued for King Zog, 
unmounted mint. Unusual items noted include 1952 stamps 
issued by the Albanian Govt. in exile. Also better overprinted 
stamps. Containing over 100 stamps with blocks and singles 
mint and used .......................................................  Price £15.

HRH 72. Princes Diana – A rare Great Britain cover issued for 
the interment of Diana Princess of Wales. The illustrated cover 
has been postmarked twice by the Royal Mail. Once on the 
actual interment day 6/9/97 and then again on the issue date 
of the Diana Memorial British stamp issue on 3/2/98. These 
covers now mostly in collectors hands are rare and seldom 
offered for sale ........................................................ Price £17

GB10. First Flight Cover – Elusive aviation cover flown on 
the Boeing 747 Jumbo jet on its maiden flight from New York 
to London on 22/1/1970. The superb Boeing illustrated cover 
bears a GPO aircraft stamp and GPO postmark in combination 
with “Boeing 747” flight cachet in red ......................  Price £8.

EP96. EUROPEAN PRINCIPALITIES – A gorgeous collection 
of mainly unmounted mint stamps of the small European 
principalities includes: Monaco, Liechtenstein, San Marino and 
Andorra. Some used but mostly Unmounted Mint. Over 100 
stamps……. Price £19

CAM 25. DAVID CAMERON. – A much sought after 2015 
General Election cover. The cover bears the QEII “Pound note 
stamp” with illustrated Pmk. Dated 7/5/15 for the shock 
election results giving the Conservatives an outright majority. 
The cover depicts the Prime Minister David Cameron. Less 
than 65 covers exist world wide making this one of the 
scarcest political covers ..................................... Price £18.50

IN 923. INDONESIA – Super collection of this popular S.E. 
Asian country dating back to 1945 to more modern with only 
unmounted mint in blocks & singles. The collection contains 
hundreds of mint Indonesia stamps ........................  Price £18.

GB11. WINSTON CHURCHILL – A superb cover 
commemorating the 75th Anniversary of Sir Winston Churchill 
becoming prime minister. The cover depicts the great man 
and his quote: “All my past life has been but a preparation for 
this hour and this trial”. The cover bears the Winston Churchill 
Royal Mail commemorative stamp issue and illustrated Royal 
Mail Churchill postmark (from a limited issue of only 100 
covers) ..................................................................  Price £14.

POW 9. COLDITZ – Official Red Cross commemorative Colditz 
prison cover. The cover was flown from Colditz to the Channel 
Islands, the cover depicts the infamous prison with German 
postage stamp and Colditz postmark ......................  Price £10.

MS 493. WORLD WIDE MINIATURE SHEETS COLLECTION – A 
big collection of well over one hundred different miniature 
sheets, countries noted include: Russia, Eq. Guinea, St. 
Thomas and Prince Islands, Guyana, Cambodia, Gt. Britain, 
Trucial States, Tanzania, Panama, U.S.A., Korea, Mexico, Belize, 
Israel, Afghanistan, Philippines, Pakistan & Cuba. A massive 
lot, with mint and used miniature sheets ............  Price £17.25

SNP 12 SCOTLAND – The Special Commemorative cover for the 
Scottish National Parties Landslide Victory in Scotland; winning virtually 
95% of seats. The cover depicts Nicola Sturgeon (SNP Party Leader) 
and bears Royal Mail Heraldic Lion stamp and official Edinburgh 
Postmark dated 7/5/15. The cover is sought after in Scotland and 
elsewhere as only 50 were produced at the time. .............. Price £13.75

IOM 8. ISLE OF MAN – Queen Victoria Illustrated 
commemorative cover for the 175th Anniv. of the world’s 
first stamp. The impressive cover bears a block of six penny 
black stamps and one two penny blue stamp tied to the cover 
with 6th May IOM Anniv. pmks. Only 100 of this cover were 
postmarked by the IOM Post Office .......................  Price £9.25

E481. ETHIOPIA – A valuable collection of Ethiopian stamps 
dating back to circa 1898 Abyssinian issues with many older 
stamps of the 1930’s to 1950’s including scarcer early Air Mail 
overprints and ranges through to more recent issues. Approx. 
100 different Ethiopian stamps ..........................  Price £19.50

MAR 7. PRINCESS MARGARET MOURNING COVER – This 
scarce Royal Cover is hardly ever offered for sale. Illustrated 
with a classic portrait of Princess Margaret 1930-2002 and 
postmarked exceptionally with Royal Mail Brighton internal 
enquiry office postmark dated 9/2/2002. The cover is of 
special postal history interest due to the use of the rare 
postmark ................................................................  Price £21

PRC 10. CHINA – A glorious collection of stamps of China. 
Mostly People’s Republic of China, with interesting group 
of Hong Kong Stamps; also China Stamp Booklets, Mint 
Complete sheet noted some odd Macau, Several China 
Miniature Sheets and China First Day Covers. Noted better 
overprinted stamps, East China 1949 Mao Tse Tung & 
General Zhu. A highly recommended lot with hundreds of 
China stamps not counting complete China stamp booklets, 
miniature sheets and FDC’s ..................................  Price £37

LUS 3. RMS LUSITANIA – Special commemorative cover for 
the centenary of the sinking of the Lusitania. Only 100 covers 
in existence. Superbly illustrated for the tragic event that 
brought America into World War I. The cover bears a Royal Mail 
Navy Ensign Stamp with the 7th May 2015 Lusitania illustrated 
Royal Mail Liverpool pmk .....................................  Price £8.75

JK 106. HARRY POTTER - A fantastic collection of different 
Harry Potter stamps from various countries. Includes a scarce 
Isle of Man Prisoner of Azkaban cover with I.O.M. Harry Potter 
stamp in combination with official Royal Mail Harry Potter 
stamp, postmarked with illustrated first day issue, Hogwarts 
postmark. The collection also includes unmounted mint Royal 
Mail Harry Potter stamps and miniature sheets from various 
countries, includes catalogued and scarcer unlisted issues the 
whole collection ................................................. Price £19.75

SA4 NELSON MANDELA - A historic and scarce mourning 
cover for Nelson Mandela. ‘His was a spirit born free, today 
his spirit is soaring through the heavens. He is now forever 
free’ – Muhammad Ali 5/12/13. The cover bears a South Africa 
Mandela stamp with cachet ‘In Memorial 1918-2013’ also 
Royal Mail gold definitive postmarked Mount Pleasant 5/12/13. 
Only 50 covers known to exist ................................. Price £14.

GB85 GREAT BRITAIN - An important error on the 1966 Battle 
of Hastings 6d. value. The wrong colour gold leaf was used 
in error on the Queens Head. Error – yellow gold instead of 
normal bronze gold. We can offer the unmounted mint error 
plus normal stamp for comparison ........................ Price £7.50

GB5 GB WINSTON CHURCHILL D-DAY COVER - A 
spectacular cover and valuable addition to any WWII 
Collection. The cover is inscribed 70th Anniv. Of D-Day 
6th June 1944. Illustrated with Churchill Downing Street 
1940’s Photograph, and Churchill’s Quote: “And what a plan! 
This vast operation is undoubtedly the most complicated 
and difficult that has ever occurred.” The cover bears a 
combination of Royal Mail, Churchill and D-Day stamps. 
With official Royal Mail, British Forces 3173 Postal Services 
postmark, D-Day 6th June 2014. The cover also bears 
original King Geo VI GPO stamps, with horizontal cachet 
inscribed “D-Day The Longest Day” in black. The cover issue 
was restricted to 100 covers only ..................... Price £13.75

M27A CORONATION STREET. - A specialised and most 
unusual thematic collection of Coronation street stamps 
with COMPLETE UNM, MINT SETS. From various British local 
Islands, including scarcer High Values and several £1.00 
values. Personalities depicted on stamps include: Jack & Annie 
Walker, Stan & Hilda Ogden, Ken & Irma Barlow, Jack & Vera 
Duckworth, Martha Longhurst, Ena Sharples, Mike & Alma 
Baldwin, Kevin Webster, Raquel Wolstenholme, Ray Langton, 
Liz McDonald, Alf Roberts, Bet Gilroy, Curly Watts, Leonard 
Swindly, Elsie Tanner, Reg Holdworth + others ..... Price £12.00 

Z33E UNORTHODOX STAMPS - One of the most unusual 
collections we have ever seen assembled, with everything 
except normal stamps. Including triangular stamps, 
self adhesive ‘free form’, map shaped stamps, gold foil 
round (circular) stamps, diamond shapes, ‘3 dimensional’ 
and others. Hundreds of different mint and used unorthodox 
stamps ................................................................ Price £13.

LIB 92. LIBYA – War in Libya, Liberation Cover. An unusual 
cover inscribed Official Liberation Day with Iconic Illustration. 
The cover has Machin Royal Mail stamps and official Royal 
Mail British Jubilee postmark dated, 23 Oct 2011 (Libya 
Liberation Day). The cover also bears a Libya Col. Gaddafi 
stamp tied to cover with cachet inscribed Oct 2011 Libya. 
An unusual and important cover ........................ Price £14.50

R88A NAZI GERMAN - Occupation of World War II various 
Croatia Bohemia and Moravia. Occupation of Poland General 
government (Theresienstadt also Lodz Ghjetto these may 
not be genuine) plus various other Germany war period Hitler 
issues. Mainly genuine unmounted mint/used ........ Price £10. 

HRH7 RARE ROYAL COVER - Extremely rare Royal Cover for 
HRH Prince George. This superbly illustrated, Royal Baby, 
Official first day cover, bears a gutter pair originally printed 
for Princess Diana’s 21st birthday, which was overprinted 
for the birth of her son Prince William dated 19/07/1982, 
the cover was re-posted with Royal Mail stamps of three 
generations: Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Charles & Prince 
William. Officially postmarked by the Royal Mail for Prince 
George’s christening on 23/10/13 at St James’ Palace 
London. The cover has been signed by the stamp designer – 
only 40 of this rare cover are understood to exist and 
are destined to be vital to any future Prince William and 
Prince George stamp collections ...................... Price £19.75.

LOT K2 GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED MINT 
COMMEMORATIVES & DEFINITIVES & DEFINITIVES 
UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. 
Items noted include Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing 
Phosphor Error voil strips. Well over 500 stamps only 
unmounted mint ................................................... Price £18

MM28 MARILYN MONROE - A gorgeous collection of 
Marilyn Monroe stamps. Few other actresses embodies 
the term ‘Hollywood Movie Star’ as much as the legendary 
and iconic screen goddess, Marilyn Monroe. This collection 
contains many different unmounted mint and used 
Marilyn Monroe stamps. Including several elusive 
stamps ................................................................. Price £11

JB 773 JAMES BOND – An outstanding collection of James 
Bond Stamps. Includes official James Bond combination 
cover bearing Ian Fleming’s iconic James Bond book issue, 
with first day of issue 8/1/2008 Royal Mail postmark. The 
cover was reposted on 1/5/2012 (four years later) with 
Royal Mail “British Hero James Bond 50th Anniv Postmark” 
The James Bond Collection continues with many Unmounted 
Mint James Bond Commemorative Stamps and Miniature 
Sheets: Including, scarcer unlisted issues from various 
countries .............................................................. Price £26

GB.51 - GREAT BRITAIN - Scarce Festival of Britain 
Commem. Cover. Bearing the Abram Games stamp designer 
official Royal Mail Commem. Stamp cancelled with iconic 
Festival of Britain 25/3/14 Postmark. The cover also bears 
the complete King George VI 1951 Festival stamps with 
black cachet “G.PO. 1951 Festival of Britain Official 
Stamp Issue” The edition was limited to only 100 of these 
important covers .............................................. Price £11.25
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GB Gems

The stamp we hope to 
persuade you to add 
to your GB Gems 
Affordable Classic 
Collection this month 

is a fine used King Edward VII 1902-
1911 1s, with good margins, and in 
well-cared-for condition, which you 
should find in the £10 to £25 price 
range. Asking prices for almost all 
mint and mounted mint stamps of 
this reign often run from £35 to three-
figure sums and are probably too high 
for a beginner’s budget. But it costs 
nothing to admire the more expensive 
offerings; and owning a used example 
will certainly spur your interest, perhaps 
even persuading you to forego a lunch 
or two and put the money you save into 
a mint stamp buying fund. 

As we pointed out when we 
showcased Edward VII’s Penny Red in 

Edward VII 
1902-1911 1s

Our ongoing series of condensed histories of an affordable GB classic focuses 
on the Edward VII 1s, used examples of which can be bought for as little as £10

GB Gems No. 3, Britain’s stamp buyers 
standing in-line at post office counters 
in 1902 waiting to purchase the first 
GB stamps with a king’s portrait had 
spent 62 years admiring a youthful 
and almost ageless queen when they 
posted a letter. Now they were about 
to encounter on their definitives an 
old, balding, bearded and overweight 

No.6
GB GEMS

Above, from left: this 1910 fi ne used De La 

Rue dull green & scarlet on chalky paper, 

CDS cancelled, was sold recently by Candlish 

McCleery for £35

This fi ne used SG257 1902 1s. dull green & 

carmine by De La Rue has a Llandrindod-Wells 

cancellation. It was sold recently by Andrew G 

Lajer for £25

Left: this intense dark green and scarlet, fi ne mint 

lot was sold recently by Grosvenor Auctions for £80
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Issue date: 24 March 1902 

(Ordinary paper); 6 September 

1905 (Chalk-surfaced paper)

Value: 1s

Reign: King Edward VII (1901-1910)

Interesting facts:

The determination expressed by 

modern governments to prevent 

tax evasion can be traced back 

to Edward VII’s reign when the 

widespread practice of washing 

used postage stamps to remove 

postmarks cost the Revenue 

Office substantial sums. Edward’s 

1s stamps used on signed receipts 

were a popular target for 

washers who could easily remove 

pen strokes from the ordinary 

paper printings. Chalk paper 

with a surface that disintegrated 

if wetted put a stop to much of 

this type of fraud.

Although Edward VII died 

in 1910 his bi-colour stamps, 

including the 1s, were printed 

and issued up to 1913 because 

stamps for the new reign 

(George V) were delayed as a 

result of printing difficulties.

Timeline:

24 March 1902 – De La Rue 

commenced printing on ordinary 

paper; perf. 14.

6 September 1905 – 1905 De La 

Rue introduced chalk-surfaced 

paper; perf.14.

17 July 1911 – Somerset House 

commenced printing on ordinary 

paper; perf.14.

Higher prices:

A 1902 De La Rue dull green 

and carmine fine mint example 

realised £110 in a recent 

Grosvenor Philatelic Auction. 

At the same auction a 1902 De 

La Rue very fine and fresh mint 

marginal block of four dull green 

and bright carmine realised £320.

Starter prices: 

Recent eBay lots have included a 

very fine used example offered 

at £12; and a mounted mint 

specimen at £40.

Essential info

heavy smoker aged sixty before he 
became monarch. Fortunately the 
down-to-earth and naturalistic profile 
of the King, presented bare-headed 
with his crown in the frame above, 
captured something of his personality. 
It commanded popular approval.

What’s so special about the 
Edward VII 1902-1911 1s?
Your first impression of Edward’s 1s 
stamp will probably be that, apart 
from updating the portrait and raising 
the crown into the frame, the design 
borrows flagrantly from Victoria’s 1s in 
her ‘Jubilee’ set. The same can be said 
of almost all fifteen values issued during 
the reign. Look further than your 
first impression, however; read more 
than the few sentences offered here to 
whet your appetite; ask questions of a 
knowledgeable dealer; and a fascinating 
history emerges. It involves government 
officials seeking cost reductions to 
recoup the huge sums expended on the 
Boer War; and other officials concerned 
about loss of revenue to stamp washers 
at a time when higher value stamps, 
especially the 1s, were increasingly used 
in revenue and receipt transactions. It 
engages three different printers, several 
ink shades, two types of paper, even 
different perforating machines. 

Why was this stamp re-issued 
in 1905 on a different type of 
printing paper?
The Victorian postal authorities 

spent many years experimenting with 
obliterating inks to perfect a formula 
suitable for sorting office work that 
could not be cleaned from the surface 
of a stamp without damaging the 
paper. By the time of Edward’s reign, 
however, increasing numbers of higher 
value stamps, including the 1s value, 
were not passing through sorting 
offices, but were purchased by private 
companies and individuals for use on 
receipts and other documents, with 
cancellation often involving no more 
than the stroke of a pen charged with 
ordinary writing ink that was all too 
easy to erase. 

That situation led to the 
development in 1905 of chalk surface 
paper highly sensitive to water. If the 
surface was wetted in an attempt to 
remove pen strokes, the chalky glaze 
finish would immediately disintegrate 
allowing the water to penetrate and 
to damaged the coloured inks in the 
stamp’s design. 

How many varieties 
are there? 
Beginners will need to rely on dealers 
to identify the printer of any Edward 
VII 1s they buy; but it will not take 
long for skill with a gauge to help 
sort the perforations question. When 
it comes to colour shades a safe first 
step should be to acquire an old copy 
of Gibbons Four Kings catalogue 
(We spotted a 1960s issue recently on 
eBay at £8.) 

AN INTRODUCTION TO A CLASSIC GB STAMP

Top: this Grosvenor 

Auctions lot – an 

Edward VII 1911-13 

Somerset House 1s 

dark green and scarlet 

fine mint pair with sheet 

margin at right – sold 

recently for £75

Above, from left: an 

interesting Girvan, 

Scotland Telephone 

Receipt for 3s 8d issued 

1913; with a strip of 

three Ed VII 1s stamps; 

a GV 6d, and a GV 2d 

attached and cancelled. 

This is from recent 

Samwells stock, with an 

asking price of £55
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Around the islands

I t’s a child’s toy which has an 
appeal for all ages, with ever-
changing colours and patterns, 
and this year marks the 200th 
anniversary of a patent being 

granted for the kaleidoscope, which was 
invented a year earlier.

The kaleidoscope was the brainchild 
of Scottish scientist Sir David Brewster, 
who was born in 1781 in Jedburgh in the 
Scottish Borders. Invention and science 
were to be lifelong passions for Sir David, 

who created a simple telescope at the age 
of ten, and went on to a glittering career, 
studying at the University of Edinburgh 
at the age of twelve, and going on to 
create the binocular camera, lighthouse 
illuminator and lenticular stereoscope.

However, it would be the forever-
changing patterns of the kaleidoscope 
for which Sir David would become best 
known, and the intricate symmetry of this 
instrument has inspired Jersey Post’s latest 
issue, with six stamps featuring wildlife 

and the natural world of Jersey, including 
feathers, shells, anemones, trees and 
minibeasts. 

Whereas the instruments themselves 
have become simplified and mass-
produced in modern times, fascination 
remains constant. Six stamps feature 
intricate, symmetrically designed 
illustrations, in homage to the curious 
beauty of kaleidoscope patterns that have 
captivated people for 200 years. Each of 
the designs is based on a different theme, 

Kaleidoscope of colours
JERSEY

T hese ‘highly illustrative’ 
stamps, which depict 
folklore tales passed down 
the generations, are the work 
of artist David Wyatt whose 

designs are to feature in the new Gallery’s 
exhibition, entitled Guernsey Folklore: Old 
Tales and Ancient Beliefs from the Island’s 
Past, which opens at the end of June.

The illustrations reference local 
landmarks including La Longue Rocque 
and boulders at the northern tip of the 
island, both of which have been part of 
Guernsey folklore, with tales imagining 
how these landmarks might have come to 
be where they are.

Although creatures such as fairies, the 

Devil and giants might be familiar to 
people around the world, one creature 
unique to Guernsey is the Pouque (shown 
on the 44p stamp), which is described as an 
ugly, dwarf-like creature with a large head 
and a sly nature. These Pouques appear in 
folklore tales borrowing items from local 
farmers, with the promise that if they broke 
the item they would repair it.

The 73p stamp, titled Le Gibet Des Faies 
(the fairies’ gallow) laments the fact that 
islanders are becoming detached from nature, 
with a fairy shown carrying a noose of grass.

Bridget Yabsley, head of philatelic at Guernsey 
Post, said: ‘Folklore has been a large part of 
Guernsey life for centuries with many stories 
and superstitions, from fairies and witchcraft to 

the devil and ghostly goats. The new gallery at 
Guernsey Museum reflects how intertwined it 
was in the lives of our own ancestors.

‘Over the years many people have written 
about Guernsey’s unique myths and legends 
and our latest stamp issue, entitled Folklore 
of Guernsey, depict just a few of these 
fascinating tales.’

GUERNSEY

From devilish deeds to ghostly goats

36 JULY 2017

Stamp details
Issue date: 28 July, 2017
Perforations: 13.3
Illustrations: David Wyatt
Printer: Lowe-Martin, offset lithography
Values: 44p, 59p, 60p, 73p, 80p, 90p, £3

Guernsey Post marks the opening of a new Folklore Gallery at Guernsey Museum with six new 
stamps featuring folklore tales from the island

Jersey Post takes inspiration from the shapes and colours of the island 
with a tribute to kaleidoscope creator Sir David Brewster
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Manx artist Nicola Dixon was commissioned to create the 
new stamps, which form a colourful tribute the diversity 
of the Isle of Man and its food producers, with Celtic 
interlace and the Isle of Man triskel creating a unique 
Manx look. Each stamp features a different product: farm 

to yarn, fish to dish, welly to belly, cow to cup, tree to table and field to 
work; with each item shown against an Isle of Man countryside background.

Former Blue Peter head gardener Chris Collins has provided the 
accompanying text, looking at the benefits of local produce, and the use of 
stamps to educate the people of the Isle of Man about the many different 
foodstuffs produced on their home island.

The Island has a great track record in the field of local food production; 
in 2016, 28 UK Great Taste Awards were won by thirteen different Manx 
businesses ranging from fresh meat, ale and cheese, to bread, flour and spices.

Celebrating Green Mann

Stamp details
Issue date: 3 May, 2017
Images: Nicola Dixon 
Design: EJC Design 
Printer: Cartor Security Printing,
offset lithography
Perforations: 14 x 2 
Stamp size: 45.79 x 24mm

using Jersey’s abundance of flora and 
fauna as their subject. 
The first day cover continues the 
theme with a selection of early 
kaleidoscope instruments.

ISLE OF MAN

his month, Isle of Man Post Office takes inspiration from the work of the island’s 
farmers, growers and fishermen with six stamps featuring Isle of Man food and drink.

Above: the stamps 

follow the journey of a 

variety of foods, from 

‘cow to cup’, ‘tree to 

table’ and even ‘welly 

to belly’

Left: local artist Nicola 

Dixon working on the 

artwork for the stamps

Stamp details
Issue date: 10 July, 2017
Design: Mark Wilkinson
Printer: Cartor Security Printing, 
four colour offset lithography
Perforations: 14 x 2 
Stamp die size: 32mm x 40mm
Souvenir Sheetlet size: 99mm x 145mm
Values: 49p, 63p, 73p, 79p, 90p, £1.07
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The biggest marketplace for collectors

Every day, 
more than 10,000
collectors find their 
treasures on Delcampe.

www.delcampe.net
Find yours now on:

THAMES THEMES 

We Specialise In Birds

                   
For price lists email; thamesthemes@aol.com 

For wants or enquiries you can write or phone; 
Thames Themes, PO BOX 4860, Earley, RG6 5YF. 

Telephone 01189873516. 

 

47 Oak Avenue, Croydon CR0 8EP
Telephone: 020 8777 4719

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ORDER - MINIMUM 90P

E. A. BEER

WORLDWIDE SETS
M=MINT   U=USED   S/S=SHORT   SET M/S=M/SHEET

‘03 AFGHAN DOGS (6) U 75p
‘68 AJMAN DOMESTIC CATS (5) U 56p
‘96 AZERBAIJAN DOGS (6) U 65p
‘63 BARBUDA BALLOON FLIGHT (3) M 85p
‘96 BATUM W.W.F. ANIMALS (4) U 55p
‘84 BULGARIA  W.W.F. PELICANS (4) U 125p
‘02 BULGARIA  SHIPS (4) U 54p
‘96 BENIN  HORNED ANIMALS (6) U 82p
‘02 BENIN  FROGS/TOADS (6) U 78p
‘94 CAMBODIA  SIKORSKY (5) U 85p
‘80 CAPE                VERDE MERCHANT SHIPS (6) U 85p
‘79 CAMEROONS   BALLOON FLIGHTS (2) U 78p
‘09 CANADA SILVER DART AIR (1) M 52p
‘55 CHILE AIRMAILS (3) U 80p
‘78 CUBA FISHING FLEET (6) U 72p
‘99 CUBA CUBAN AIRLINES (4) U 75p
‘84 DJIBOUTI MICROLITE AIRCRAFT (3) U 58p
‘75 FUJEIRA MONKEYS (5) U 49p
‘76 GRENADA SHIPS (7) U 85p
‘78 GRENADA ZEPP: FLIGHT (6) U 90p
‘77 GUINEA  REP) REPTILES (11) U 98p
‘99 GUINEA (REP) DOGS  (6) U 84p
‘57 HUNGARY PIGEONS (6) U 70p
‘54 HUNGARY AVIATION (8) U 95p
‘89 HUNGARY REPTILES (5) U 78p
‘90 HUNGARY PREHISTORIC ANIMALS (5) U 85p
‘48 INDIA  AIRSERVICE TO U.K. (1) U 75p
‘86 KAMPUCHEA     W.W.F. ANIMALS (4) U 65p
‘91 KOREA(N)  P/HISTORIC ANIMALS (6) U 68p
‘73 KOREA(N)  SONG BIRDS (3) U 55p
‘96 LAOS  HORSES (5) U 59p
‘91 MALAGASY  DOGS (7) U 92p
‘76 MALAGASY ZEPPELIN (6) U 129p 

‘93 MALAGAS/MILITARY MACAW M/S U 125p
(THE ABOVE BIRD  M/SHEET CAT: £.5.75)
‘79 MAURITANIA  ROW: HILL SHIPS (4) U 120p
‘65 MALAYSIA  I.T.U (3) M 195p
‘66 MALAYSIA SCHOOL (2) M 85p
‘66 MALAYSIA TELEPHONE CABLE (2) M 85p
‘67 MALAYSIA 10TH ANN.  (2) M 48p
‘68 MALAYSIA  RUBBER (3) M 48P
‘78 MALAYSIA  PALESTINE (2) M 125p
‘35 MOZAMBIQUE   AIRMAILS (10) U 225p
(ABOVE SET CATALOGUES £10)
‘86 NICARAGUA  BUTTERFLIES (7) U 85p
‘86 NICARAGUA  AIRCRAFT (7) U 72p
‘59 NIGERIA SELF   GOVY (2) M 48p
‘63 NIGERIA        FREEDOM FROM HUNGER (2) M 125p
‘63 NIGERIA OUTER SPACE (2) M 35p
‘NETH: ANTILLES   NAVY (4) M 58p
‘67 PANAMAR DOMESTIC ANIMALS (8) U 68p
‘68 QU’AITI  AVIATION HISTORY (8) U 66p
‘76 RUSSIA  AIRCRAFT (5) U 49p
‘81 RUSSIAN  SAILINGSHIPS (6) U 75p
‘79 ST. THOMAS  AVIATION HISTORY (6) U 79p
‘69 SAMOA  MAN ON MOON  (2) M 30p
‘08 SEYCHELLES   W.W.F. BIRDS (4) M 98p
‘94 SAHARA  PARROTS ETC (5) U 69p
‘95 SAHARA  BIRDS FALCON ETC (6) U 76p
‘62 SINGAPORE  $5 SEA EAGLE (1) U 145p
‘86 TANZANIA  AUDUBON-BIRDS (4) M 85p
‘95 THAILAND  DOMESTIC CATS (4) M 190p
‘97 THAILAND DINOSAURS (4) M 98p
‘02 TURKEY MERCHANT SHIPS (4) M 178p
‘94 TANZANIA BIRDS OF PREY (7) U 225p
‘65 YEMEN BIRDS R72/6  U 98p 
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canadapost.ca/canada150

CELEBRATING

Booklet of 10 stamps

$ 850

414048111

Booklet of 8 stamps –
Marriage Equality

$ 680

414053111

Booklet of 8 stamps –
Nunavut

$ 680

414052111
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Canada’s Sesquicentennial

About 1,000 years ago 
the first Europeans 
came to today’s 
Canada. Norsemen 
from Greenland sailed 
to Newfoundland 

where remains of a Norse settlement 
have been found at L’Anse-aux-Meadows. 
However, this first settlement seems to 
have been short-lived.

In 1497 John Cabot (1450-1499) 
sailing under English flag explored 
Newfoundland and Labrador. In 
1897 Newfoundland released a set 
of 14 stamps marking the 400th 
anniversary of the discovery of 
the territory. The 2c value shows 
a portrait of a man claimed to be 
Cabot (no first name indicated 
on the stamp). However, the man 
depicted is not John Cabot but rather 
his son Sebastian Cabot (1477-1557). 
The design is based on a painting by 
Hans Holbein the Younger.

In 1534 Frenchman Jacques Cartier 
(1491-1557) discovered present-day 
Québec which he named Canada. Cartier 
made two further voyages exploring the 

As Canada celebrates the 150th anniversary of the Canadian Confederation, Christer 
Brunström takes a look at the various stamps issued by the country over the years, from 

the classic stamps of the provinces to the colourful designs of the modern era

SesquicentennialCanada’s

A selection of portraits of Queen Victoria shown on Nova Scotia and Canada stamps, a beautiful British Columbia 3d and 

the 1927 value marking the sixtieth anniversary of the Confederation of Canada

A 19th-century view of Lake Ontario 

showing a cluster of buildings of the 

town of York (Upper Canada) that 

became Toronto, Canada 
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Saint Lawrence River in the hope of 
finding a sea route to China.

However, it was only in 1608 that 
the city of Quebec was founded 
by Samuel de Champlain (1580-
1635). Canada issued a long set of 
stamps in 1908 commemorating the 
300th anniversary of the founding 
of the city. Not only Champlain was 
depicted but also Cartier. The 20c 
value shows Cartier’s arrival in 1535.

In the early 17th century explorers 
and adventurers from France began 
arriving in ever increasing numbers. 
What attracted many of them was 
the abundance of fish in the waters 
off Newfoundland. Others went on 
hunting expeditions returning with 
valuable furs. The French named their 
new possession New France. Montreal 
was founded in 1642 and by 1680 
the colony had a population of some 
10,000 Europeans. New France 
existed as a French colony from 
around 1600 until 1763.

The wars in Europe also had an 
impact on the situation in North 
America where the British attacked 
the French forces in Quebec which 
was conquered in 1759. The Paris 
Peace Conference of 1763 then 
awarded the French colonies in North 
America to England.

The British now had control of 
the entire eastern part of the North 
American continent but special 
rights were given to the French-
speaking population of Quebec. The 
creation of the USA in 1783 after a 
long war led to the influx of some 
40,000 loyalists from New England 
to Canada. They found a new 
home in New Brunswick. However, 
relations between Canada and the 
USA remained tense and in 1812 
the British were able to defeat the 
American army. Territorial disputes 
between the USA and Canada 
continued to plague relations for the 
next 100 years.

Immigration from the British Isles 
led a large increase of the European 
population and by 1861 Canada was 
home to almost 3.2 million people.

The political situation in the 

colony was complicated and there 
was always the threat of invasion 
from its southern neighbour. This 
led to serious discussions about the 
unification of the British colonies 
in North America.

In 1864 talks on confederation 
began in Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island. On 1 July, 1867 
Canada became a federal state 
comprising the former colonies of 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia. From now on 
Canada was a dominion in the 
British Empire.

Manitoba was added in 1870 and 
one year later British Columbia 
chose to join the confederation in 
exchange for the construction of 
a transcontinental railway. Prince 
Edward Island finally joined the 
confederation in 1873.

The classic era
In 1851 the Province of Canada 
released its first stamps with 
denominations in English currency. 
The choice of designs was quite 
interesting. In addition to British 
royalty the 3d stamp featured an 
animal which is frequently associated 
with Canada – a beaver. It is quite an 
attractive design and certainly one of 
the very first thematic stamps.

CANADIAN STAMPS

Above, right: A 50c 

value depicting 

schooner Bluenose;

the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police on a 

10c stamp

Early stamps from  

the provinces 

Many pioneering flights started in Newfoundland as seen on this rare provisional 

1898 the Canadian Post Office introduced stamps paying for express deliveries

Previous page (inset): a 5c value from 1965 

showing off the country’s new maple-leaf 

flag; the famous ‘Christmas’ stamp of 1898 

boasting of the reach of the British Empire
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In 1859 basically the same designs 
were reissued but this time with values 
in cents. From 1869 onwards until 
1898 Queen Victoria reigned supremely 
on Canadian postage stamps. 

New Brunswick also released its 
very first stamps in 1851 with values 
in pence and shillings. They show a 
design featuring a crown and heraldic 
flowers of the UK.

In 1860 the monetary unit was 
changed to the dollar and a new set of 
stamps was issued. Included were stamps 
depicting a steam locomotive and a 
ship. New Brunswick thus was one of 
the pioneers in thematic philately. In 
1867 New Brunswick’s stamps were 
superseded by those of Canada.

Nova Scotia’s early postage 
stamps from 1851 are quite similar 
to those of neighbouring New 
Brunswick. In 1860 a new set of 
stamps featuring Queen Victoria and 
with denominations in cents was 
released. When the colony joined 
the confederation in 1867 there were 
large remainders which were sold off 
to the trade. It is only in recent times 
that these stamps have been absorbed 
by the collecting community resulting 
in higher catalogue values.

The big island of Newfoundland 
(with Labrador on the mainland) 
also selected heraldic designs for 
its first stamps issued in 1857. 
The next set issued in 1865 had 
denominations in cents and featured 
royalty along with a cod, a seal 
and a fishing ship. Newfoundland 
remained a separate colonial entity 
until it joined the rest of Canada 
in 1949. Over the years there were 
numerous interesting stamp issues 
telling about this part of Canada.

There were also British settlements 
on the West Coast. British Columbia 
and Vancouver had separate stamp 
issues from 1860 until 1871.

The last colony to release postage 

stamps of its own was Prince Edward 
Island. It was originally part of Nova 
Scotia but administered as a separate 
colony from 1769 until 1873 when it 
joined the Confederation. From 1861 
until 1872 the colony released almost 
fifty different stamps counting major 
colour shades. The stamps all feature 
portraits of Queen Victoria. As was 
the case in Nova Scotia remainders of 
PEI stamps were sold off to the trade.

The modern era
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was 
celebrated in style on Canadian 
postage stamps in 1897. In fact, no 
less than thirteen stamps were issued 

featuring the monarch both as a young 
woman and as an ageing widow. 
Denominations ranged from ½ cent to 
$5. The very high face value makes it 
quite a valuable set today.

In 1898 penny postage was 
introduced in the British Empire 
and Canada marked this event with 
a multi-colour 2c stamp depicting 
a map of the world with the British 
possessions in red. It is also inscribed 
XMAS 1898 which makes it the very 
first Christmas stamp in the world. It 
is a popular stamp with collectors as 
it exists in two different colour shades 
and there are also several other major 
and minor varieties to look out for.

In 1917 the fiftieth anniversary 

of the Confederation was celebrated 
with a 2c stamp depicting the 
founding fathers. Basically the 
same design was used in 1927 for 
another 2c stamp marking the 
Confederation’s sixtieth anniversary. 
There have also been other later 
issues marking this most important 
event in Canadian history.

Many collectors feel that Canada’s 
most beautiful stamp ever was 
issued in 1929. The 50c depicts 
the schooner Bluenose which was a 
famous fishing vessel.

Canada still remains a 
constitutional monarchy where the 
King or Queen is represented by a 
governor general who acts on his or 
her behalf. This certainly explains 

Canada’s Sesquicentennial

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
was celebrated in style on Canadian 
postage stamps in 1897. In fact, no less 
than thirteen stamps were issued

The April 1851 ‘beaver’ 

stamp, considered to be 

Canada’s fi rst stamp, 

eschewed a royal 

portrait instead including 

the initials VR; Jacques 

Cartier’s second voyage 

arrived at Quebec in 

September, 1535, as 

recalled on this 1908 

20c value similar in style 

to the early pictorial 

stamps of the USA

Below: one of a set of 

fourteen issued in the 

1960s, representing 

the twelve provinces 

and territories

A 1935 value showing the Confederation Conference at Charlottetown in 1864
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why the word royal can frequently be 
found in Canada. One such example 
is the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police which was brilliantly depicted 
on a 1935 10c postage stamp.

Pioneer airmails
Canada was a pioneer in airmail 
delivery. The first airmail flight took 
place as early as 1912 but the first 
Canadian airmail stamp was only 
issued in 1929. However, there had 
already been many other airmail 
stamps issued by private airlines 
operating semi-official mail services 
most of which were active in the 1920s 
and early 1930s. These airlines mostly 
served isolated mining communities 
in the northern part of the country. 
The semi-official stamps were sold 
at Canadian post offices and had to 
be used in addition to the regular 
Canadian postage rate to pay the cost 
for airmail delivery. Many of these 
stamps have very interesting designs.

In this connection we must 
not forget the early airmails of 
Newfoundland. Many of the 
pioneering airmail flights between 
North America and Europe started in 
Newfoundland which is the closest 
point to Europe. Many of these early 
provisional airmail stamps are major 
rarities both on and off cover. 

Express Delivery Stamps
In 1898 the Canadian Post Office 
introduced special stamps paying for 
express delivery of letters. The cost 
was generally 20c and the service 
paid for was expressed in detail on 
a 1922 special delivery stamp. The 
wording is in English only which 
must have annoyed the French-
speaking population of Canada. Even 
today many French-speakers are 
dissatisfied with the way the French 
language is being treated. 

However, starting in 1927 
the special delivery stamps are 
bilingual. The stamps are frequently 
masterpieces of engraving.

Canada today
From the first two Canadian 
provinces the Confederation expanded 
rapidly towards the west and the 
north, adding vast territories. Today 
Canada comprises ten provinces 
and two territories. They were all 
celebrated in 1964-1966 when the 

way things are. They are possibly more 
preoccupied with their relations with their 
southern neighbour. Unlike the USA 
Canada continues to welcome immigrants 
from other parts of the world.

When the Europeans first arrived 
in Canada the country already had 
a native population of Indians and 
Inuits. Today they only comprise 
some two percent of the population 
but they have frequently been 
featured on Canadian stamps.

As a special feature during this 
anniversary year all new Canadian 
postage stamps will have Confederation 
references hidden somewhere in the 
design. Many of these new issues 
specifically celebrate the sesquicentenary 
of Canadian Confederation will be 
issued in the shape of a maple leaf.

Post Office released a set of 14 stamps 
featuring flowers representing the 
12 provinces and territories. As with 
most modern Canadian stamps the set 
is inexpensive and a nice addition to 
any collection of Canada

As explained above ties with the 
UK remain very strong but large 
immigration of people from Europe, 
Asia and Latin America has reduced 
the number of people with family 
roots in the British Isles. These new 
Canadians obviously don’t have the 
same emotional ties with the UK as 
the early settlers.

A new Canadian maple-leaf flag 
was introduced in 1965 marking 
increased national conscience. 
However, it must also be remembered 
that Canada and Newfoundland came 
to the rescue of the UK in the two 
world wars. A number of postage 
stamps were issued to promote the 
war effort.

At this point in time we don’t really 
know what future ties with the UK will 
be like. For the time being it seems most 
Canadians tend to be satisfied with the 

Clockwise from top 

right: a Prince Edward 

Island stamp of 1872; a 

Newfoundland stamp of 

1897 showing explorer 

John Cabot; a 1934 

issue celebrating the 

150th anniversary of the 

founding of the Province 

of New Brunswick; two 

1976 values showing 

the ceremonial costume 

and art of the native 

Iroquoians; a semi-

official airmail stamp

CANADIAN STAMPS
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Italy initially managed to stay 
out of the First World War, 
but entered the conflict in 
1915 on the Allied side. A 
fierce campaign followed in 
the mountains in the north 

west of the country. Italy launched a 
series of offensives against the Austria-
Hungarian Empire, whose forces were 
dug deep into mountain strongholds. 
If the trenches of the Somme and 
Passchendaele were made hellish by 
mud, this campaign was made so 
by the Alpine winter. That of 1916-
17 was particularly harsh. Heavy 
snow led to a series of avalanches. 
The first one was ‘White Friday’ 
on 13 December, when an Austrian 

barracks was destroyed, killing 230 
people (the local commander, aware 
of the danger, had asked permission 
to move the barracks, but had been 
refused). For the rest of the winter, 
many similar events occurred – some 
deliberately set off by the opposite 
side firing at cornices of snow. 
Estimates go as high as 10,000 
soldiers killed this way.

Little progress was made by either 
side. The stalemate was broken at 
the Battle of Caporetto in October 
1917. The Germans were now 
involved, with forces newly freed 

Stamp stories

up by Russia’s exit from the war. 
After an initial bombardment with 
artillery and poison gas, German 
forces routed the Italians and over the 
next two weeks pushed them back 
75 miles. Caporetto is still a byword 
for shameful defeat in Italy, though 
to the rest of the world it is probably 
best known as the backdrop for 
Ernest Hemingway’s novel A Farewell 
to Arms. It also featured a remarkable 
act of cunning – he tricked an entire 
division into surrendering – by a 
young German company commander 
called Erwin Rommel.

Austria now had a chunk of Italy, 
and did what all eager occupiers do – 
issue stamps (or at least overprints). 

The authorities took three Austro-
Hungarian military stamps and 
overprinted them with values of 6, 7 
and 22 Centesimi (the Centisimo was 
1/100 of a Lira, which in 1918 was 
still a valuable currency; only after 
the war did inflation begin to devalue 
it). The stamps featured Charles I, 
who had recently become Emperor of 
Austria-Hungary on the death of his 
great-uncle Franz Josef 

Charles was a devout Catholic, 
more interested in peace, which 
he tried to bring about, than war. 
This led novelist Anatole France to 

Chris West turns the clock back to the First 
World War and to the period when Austria 

occupied part of Italy, prompting the hurried 
issuance of stamps

War in the 
mountains

describe him as ‘The only decent 
man to come out of the war in a 
leadership position… He sincerely 
wanted peace, and therefore was 
despised by the whole world.’ Many 
years later, he was made a Saint by 
Pope John Paul II. 

The Austro-Hungarian occupation 
of northern Italy did not last long. 
Italy’s allies provided men and arms 
to help them hold their new line. 
A further offensive by Austria-
Hungary was halted – partially due 
to deserters giving away plans: many 
of the troops in the Imperial army 
came from Czech, Slovak and ‘south 
Slav’ (to become Yugoslavia) regions, 
which no longer wished to be part of 
the Empire. After a pause to gather 
their forces, the Italians struck back, 
dealing the invaders a killer blow at 
the battle of Vittoria Veneto.

It was part of US President 
Woodrow Wilson’s plan for post-
war Europe, that the old Austro-
Hungarian Empire should be broken 
up. Even before the war ended, states 
began to secede from it, and on the 
same day as the Armistice was signed 
in France, Emperor Charles – who 
now just ruled Austria – renounced 
his right to ‘participate in state 
affairs’. This wasn’t quite abdication, 
and he spent the rest of his short life 
trying to get his throne back. He did 
not succeed.

Austria now had a chunk of Italy, 
and did what all eager occupiers do 

– issue stamps (or at least overprints)

The stamps featured a 

portrait of Charles I of 

Austria, described as 

‘a Prince of peace’

Chris West is author of 

First Class, A History of 
Britain in 36 Postage 
Stamps (published by 

Square Peg, £14.99)
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Court Philatelics
Dept  SCM, P.O Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard, 

Beds LU7 9XT.   TEL: 01296 662420.  
E-mail: courtphilatelics@aol.com

PAYMENT: We accept cheque, postal orders or all major credit & debit cards. Paypal 
payments can be made to courtphilatelics@aol.com or you can pay direct into our 

bank: RBS, A/C no. 10088313, sort code 16-1620. NO MINIMUM ORDER.

Court PhilatelicsCourt Philatelics

GREAT BRITAIN ON PAPER MIXTURES
GB COMMEMS NO XMAS. Wide ranging on paper mix includes h.v’s & modern to 2016 issues. ½ lb £16.00, 1 lb £30.00.

GB HIGH VALUE DEFINS. On paper, many from registered & recorded mail so good cancellations, a clean mix. Includes 
modern security issues which will become very rare with all the gold labels used on mail. ½ lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00.

GB MULTIPLES ISSUES. Sold out in the Autumn Sale, will sell out again. We can offer small amounts. Try to keep up 
with the recent multiple issues. Increasing variety, right up to the latest 2016 Mr Men, Shakespeare Quotes, Star Wars, 
Comedy Greats, Bridges, 2014 Sustainable Fish, Buckingham Palace, Remarkable Lives, Children's T.V, 2013 Dinosaurs, 
Butterfl ies, Famous Britons, Football Heroes, Dr Who etc. Try and complete those diffi cult sets. ¼ lb £24.00, ½ lb £45.00.

GB MODERN COMMEMS NO XMAS ONLY. While Stocks Last! This sells for a small fortune on auction sites as they are so 
hard to fi nd these days, we can supply very small amounts. Mostly 2012/2017 issues only with the odd high value and 
multiple issues. Limited range as so modern but very sought after. 2 oz £11.00.

GB SPECIAL CHARITY MIX. A well balanced on paper Charity mix covering Defi ns, Commems, H.Value Commems, 
H.Value Defi ns, Pre-decimal, Wildings & Pre QEII. Covers all periods. 1 lb £12.00, 2 lbs £22.00.

GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER MIXTURES
GREAT BRITAIN Off paper mixture. The tedious washing of this modern mix has been done for you already by charity 
supporters! There are over 500 basic machins to collect. One of each in good nick can cost over £1,000.00. We can't 
guarantee all in there but you'll have great fun sorting, includes commems, h.v commems & defi ns, worth the price on 
their own. Guaranteed totally unpicked. At least 10,000 stamps / 1 lb. 1 lb £19.00, 2 lbs £37.00.

GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER COMMEMS NO XMAS. Previously included Xmas, we can now supply without so the rarer 
Commems only. Wealth of variety from KGVI to date, includes some high values. Approx 5000 stamps to 1 lb weight. ¼ lb 
£22.00, ½ lb £42.00, 1 lb £80.00.

NEW! GB QUEEN VICTORIA - KING GEORGE VI. Off paper. Mostly KGVI and KGV but also includes other reigns. Will 
contain a good variety of cancellations, watermarks & Perfi ns. 2 oz £32.00, ¼ lb £60.00, ½ lb £115.00. 
  Sale price 2 oz £28.00, ¼ lb £53.00, ½ lb £99.00.

  
FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH ON PAPER MIXTURES.

SPECIAL OFFER NO.1: Buy 1 lb Aus, Canada, N.Z & U.S.A for the discounted price of £62.00. List Price £74.00.
AUSTRALIA. On paper charity mix, includes modern with dream variety, many Commems and high values, collected from a 
school-teacher in the Outback. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1 lb. 1 lb £18.00, 2 lbs £34.00. 
CANADA. Sold out before, we have been fortunate to get fresh stocks from the increasingly diffi cult country. A colourful on 
paper charity mixture from the Canadian Save the Children Fund of Commems, Defi ns, Large Pictorials and high values. 1 
lb £20.00, 2 lbs. £39.00.
NEW ZEALAND. On Paper charity mixture with Commems and higher values includes diffi cult to fi nd modern. Supplied to 
us exclusively by a N.Z Charity. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1lb. ½ lb £11.00, 1 lb £20.00.
U.S.A. An on paper charity mixture with stupendous variety. There can’t be many mixtures so attractive and with such 
good count. Approx count 3500 to 4000 stamps. Per 1lb £16.00, 2lbs £30.00.  

IRELAND CHARITY. On paper. This emanates from convents throughout the Republic, is mostly modern  with a wealth of 
Commems. Price £16.50 / lb. 

GENUINE FOREIGN CHARITY! All charity packets received from overseas and those marked ‘Foreign Stamps Only’ 
are separated. Here is your chance to buy it by the kg. Overseas packets from our experience may contain h.value GB 
including the very elusive recent H.Value Commems. Guaranteed unpicked direct from the donor. 1 kg Box £70.00.

EUREKA! We’ve found it. This has to be our best world mixture yet. At least 85% commems with a staggering variety 
with around 100 countries/states (yes we have found stamps from that many). Much modern and many high values 
included. Our SUPER WORLD 100. ½ lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00, 2 lbs £105.00.

OVERSEAS FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH CHARITY MIXTURE. With over 120 Charity sources in this country it is not 
surprising that this is the ultimate mixture of Foreign & Commonwealth stamps essentially on paper. Enormous variety 
and mostly modern as it is collected from offi ces on a day to day basis. Many h. values as many are Air mail values and 
a lot will never be seen in approval books! 1 lb £30.00, 2 lbs £55.00, 5 lbs £125.00. 

EUROPEAN COMMEMORATIVES. New in the spring again it has been remarkably successful. Mostly  Commemoratives 
from all corners of Europe (No GB). Great variety with high values and semi-postals. Includes very interesting 
stamps from the new Russian States, Iceland, Faroes, Greenland, Vatican, Monaco, San Marino, United Nations and 
Liechtenstein. A must for all collectors of Europe. ½ lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00.

CHANNEL ISLES & ISLE OF MAN. An On Paper mixture of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and I.O.M containing a wealth of 
variety, strong in Commems, Booklets, Greetings & h.values. ½ lb £18.00, 1lb £35.00.

COMMEMORATIVES & LARGE ONLY ON PAPER MIXTURES.
Special offer. Buy 2 different lots of the Commems & Large mixtures below deduct 

5% from the price, 4 items deduct 10%, 8 items deduct 20%!
AUSTRALIA ½ lb £19, 1 lb £35.00. BELGIUM. ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00. BOTSWANA  ¼ lb £18, ½ lb £35.00. 

CYPRUS ¼ lb £30, ½ lb £58.00. FINLAND ¼ lb £20, ½ lb £39.00. FRANCE ¼ lb £23.00, ½ lb £42.00.
GERMANY ½ lb £16, 1 lb £30.00. GREECE ¼ lb £31, ½ lb £60.00. GUERNSEY ¼ lb £33, ½ lb £65.00. 
IRAN ¼ lb £30.00, ½ lb £58.00. ISLE OF MAN ½ lb £33, 1 lb £59.00. ITALY ¼ lb £32, ½ lb £60.00.
JERSEY ¼ lb £33, ½ lb £65.00. NEPAL ¼ lb £20.00, ½ lb £38.00.  SPAIN ¼ lb £23.00, ½ lb £44.00.

OFF PAPER MIXTURES 
NEW! WEST EUROPE LARGE & COMMEMS ONLY. A very colourful off paper mixtures with no GB. Includes Semi-Postals 
and High Values. ¼ lb £35.00, ½ lb £68.00.  Sale price ¼ lb £31.00, ½ lb £60.00.

SPECIAL OFFER NO. 2: Buy 1 lb World, 1 lb British Commonwealth and 1 lb W. Europe Scoop for the discounted 
price of £130. List price £150.00.

WORLD SCOOP. An Off paper mix scooped from our oddments tub. Emanating from Charities, Auctions, personal 
collections etc. You will fi nd high Cat (please tell us when you do ) & many additions for your collection. Each 1 lb lot 
is over 7000 stamps, costing around ½ p each. ½ lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00, 5 lbs £155.00. 
 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH SCOOP. Sold out over the last 8 months, we can now supply more of our popular Off paper 
mixture covering old Empire & modern Commonwealth. Several clients found stamps cataloguing £10 to £50 each. No 
promises but with at least 7,000 stamps/1lb you’ll have great fun sorting. ½ lb £31.00, 1 lb £60.00. 
  
WEST EUROPE SCOOP. An Off paper mixture of small and large stamps with much earlier material. Many better and 
unusual values. In great demand as our interests in the EEC grow. Approx. 10,000 stamps to 1 lb costing around ½ p 
each. ½ lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00.   

Court Philatelics
We sell many one off items not usually listed on ebay under RUDD3325 - check them out! 
We are also interested in buying any of your surplus stamps on or off paper for payment 
or exchange. Price list free on request. Guaranteed full refund if not satisfi ed. Postage: UK 

customers pay no postage. Overseas, please add £4.00 / 1/4 lb, £5.00 / 1/2 lb, £7.00 / 1 lb 
and £2.50 for all collections ordered. We will use latest Commems including very rare high 
values! There are no credit card charges and no VAT payable. (½ lb = 225g, 1 lb = 450g)

Hi Laura
 
Please can you change 50% to 5% in the text:
 
COMMEMORATIVES & LARGE ONLY ON PAPER MIXTURES.
Special offer. Buy 2 different lots of the Commems & Large 
mixtures below deduct 5% from the price, 4 items deduct 10%, 
8 items deduct 20%!
 
Is it possible to have the Canada offer half way down on its own 
line.
If room is tight, please take out France offer.
 
Please take out the sale prices in Special offer No.7 and change 
the offer to No.2:
 
SPECIAL OFFER NO. 7: Buy 1 lb World, 1 lb British Common-
wealth and 1 lb W. Europe Scoop for the discounted price of 
£130. List price £150.00.
WORLD SCOOP. An Off paper mix scooped from our oddments 
tub. Emanating from Charities, Auctions, personal collections 
etc. You will fi nd high Cat (please tell us when you do ) & many 
additions for your collection. Each 1 lb lot is over 7000 stamps, 
costing around ½ p each. ½ lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00, 5 lbs 
£155.00.
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH SCOOP. Sold out over the last 
8 months, we can now supply more of our popular Off paper 
mixture covering old Empire & modern Commonwealth. Several 
clients found stamps cataloguing £10 to £50 each. No promises 
but with at least 7,000 stamps/1lb you’ll have great fun sorting. 
½ lb £31.00, 1 lb £60.00.
WEST EUROPE SCOOP. An Off paper mixture of small and 
large stamps with much earlier material. Many better and unu-
sual values. In great demand as our interests in the EEC grow. 
Approx. 10,000 stamps to 1 lb costing around ½ p each. ½ lb 
£28.00, 1 lb £55.00.
 
Regards
Oliver
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A fantastic array of fi ne used 
stamps is now available!

Robstine Stamps
My web site contains lists of � ne used stamps in stock 

from early issues, often up to the present day.

Australia France Portugal
Austria Germany Scandinavia
Benelux Ireland Spain
Canada Italy Switzerland
Czechslovakia New Zealand USA

And many more including Commonwealth!

Excellent quality • Prompt service

www.robstine-stamps.com
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The specialist in Commonwealth Approvals.

Our stock is the largest of any UK dealer.
Our prices are lower & quality better than other 

ways of buying stamps
Simply tick the countries you want and return the coupon. 
Alternatively, phone or email for 15 days home viewing.

Michael G. Read
Visit our new website www.michaelgread.co.uk

Poachers Retreat, Common Lane, Kings Langley, Herts, WD4 9HP
Tel: 01923 269775 - Email: mg.read@btinternet.com

Est. 1975 - 40 Years of Care and Attention

Prefer: Mint Used Both
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ADEN&STATES
ARAB PO’s
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AUSTRALIA
AUST. STATES
BAHAMAS
BARBADOS
BERMUDA
BR. HONDURAS
BRUNEI
BURMA
CANADA
CAYMAN IS.
CEYLON
CHANNEL IS.

COOK IS.
CYPRUS
EGYPT
EIRE
FALKLANDS
FIJI
GAMBIA
GIBRALTAR
GOLD COAST
GT BRITAIN
HONG KONG
INDIA
INDIAN STATES
ISLE OF MAN
JAMAICA

K.U.T
LABUAN
LEEWARD IS.
LEVANT PO’S
MALAYA
MALTA
MAURITIUS
N. BORNEO
N’FOUNDLAND
N.ZEALAND
NIGERIA
NYASALAND
PACIFIC IS.
PAKISTAN
PAPUA

RHODESIA
SARAWAK
SEYCHELLES
SINGAPORE
S. LEONE
S. AFRICA
SW. AFRICA
S.A. STATES
S.A. COLNS
ST. LUCIA
ST. VINCENT
SUDAN
TANGANYIKA
W. INDIES
ZANZIBAR
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........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode  ................................................  Tel (Home)  ....................................................... SCM
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Postal history

Despite the ingenuity, time and 
again the technology proved unreliable. 
The machines were withdrawn, but 
their popularity proved there was ready 
market for the first inventor who could 
overcome the technical difficulties. 
In Britain this included the fact that 
stamps weren’t printed in rolls, and had 
to be cut and made into sheets before 
they could be spooled!

By the 1900s, trials of various designs 
had taken place in the USA, Europe, and 
the British Empire. Norway piloted its first 
vending machine in 1900, invented by 
Charles Kahrs. Paris’s GPO had a machine 
that distributed 10-centimes stamps from 
a spooled roll in 1908. The same year, 
Internationale Abelschen -Briefmarken-
Automaten Vertriebsgesellschaft in 
Germany produced their automatic 
vending machine. 

Engineers had tinkered 
with the idea of stamp 
vending machines 
since the mid-1800s. 
However, it wasn’t 
until the early 20th 

century that inventors came up 
with a series of  designs that would 
eventually be adopted and adapted by 
postal services worldwide.

It was in 1858 that a Mr Derham 
from Wakefield, West Yorkshire, 
entered the history books. Although 
no images of his designs have survived 
a solitary announcement from The 
Times newspaper commenting on his 

‘instrument… for the delivery of postage 
or other stamps singly to purchasers’ 
makes Derham the earliest recorded 
inventor of a stamp vending machine. 

By the 1890s, several British 
companies had taken up the challenge 
with both the Postcard & Stamped 
Letter Co. and the Stamp Distribution 
Syndicate granted licenses to sell stamps 
by the GPO. The latter became the 
first company to have their vending 
machines placed in post offices.

In the USA, similar experiments were 
under way. In 1896, Count Detalmo di 
Brazza Savorgnan was granted a patent 
for his coin-fed stamp vending machine. 
Presumably it was a failure because the 
following year he produced a Letter 
Registering Machine, a device that 
could well have been the world’s first 
‘franking’ machine.

Marvellous machines
Initially viewed as nothing but novelties, by the 1970s there were about 50,000 stamp vending 

machines in the UK alone. Paula Hammond takes a look at the history, the designs, and the 
collectability of these once ubiquitous pieces of postage history

While stamp machines 

were considered just a 

few years after the arrival 

of the Penny Black, it 

was not until the turn 

of the century that 

they were introduced 

in post offi ces
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However, the history of SVMs, 
is really the history of two men. 
Arguably they stood on the shoulders 
of giants, but it’s their names that have 
stayed the test of time. 

Ingenious inventions
The first of these men was New 
Zealander, Robert J Dickie. While 
trials with several machines were 
undertaken in New Zealand in 1904 
(separately by Robert Wales and 
Ernest Moss) it was Dickie’s design 
that won the day. Licensed around 
the world by Kermode & Co., these 
machines were quickly adopted by the 
Royal Mail where they were given the 
designation Type A. This much-loved 
design remained the ‘model’ for many 
British and Commonwealth SVMs up 
until the 1960s.

In the USA, at the same time, 
a similar battle was being fought. 
Innovations came and went but it’s 
Joseph J Schermack who is usually 
credited with producing the first 
practical machine that could dispense 
stamps from a roll in 1910. The free-
market nature of the USPS meant that 
other manufacturers were able to jump 
on the band-wagon fairly quickly and 
this produced a bewildering variety 
of machines and designs. It is an area 
that’s still poorly researched and dating 
machines can be tricky.

In the US, the development of 
SVMs was fuelled by a fear of germs 
and concerns about the diseases that 
were spread by licking postage stamps. 
Schermack was quick to latch on to 
this new public obsession and, in 
1926, formed the Sanitary Postage 
Service Corporation. His ‘sanitary 

stamp dispensers’  sold stamps that 
claimed to be untouched by human 
hands, ‘fresh off the printing presses’ 
and sealed in germ-proof packets. 
These machines have proved to be 
especially popular with collectors, 
thanks to their appealing designs and 
mottos. The Schermack model 45310, 
for instance, is a beautiful piece of 
1940s design with a cast iron base, a 
glass front and back, and lurid pink 
plastic sides. The glass case exposes 
the machine’s inner workings giving 
the whole thing an appealingly 
steampunk feel. Another Schermack 
design looks like some old-world juke 
box, with a bold red frontage and a 
curved glass rear.

Schermack’s stand-alone Uncle Sam 

stamp dispensers (c.1940-1970s) are 
perhaps his most popular design with 
US collectors – for obvious reasons. 
The ‘Deluxe’ double-fronted model, 
which dispensed 4-cent or 5-cent 
stamps can fetch as much as £1000+ 
online. Later porcelain-fronted 
(enamelled metal) models can be 
picked up for less than £100.

Shipman, Munro Matlock Co., the 
American Adjustomatic Corp., and 
Hilsum are other vintage US names to 
look out for, but SVMs are available all 
over the world. They say that variety 
is the spice of life and whether you’re 
looking for a hand-held, counter-top 
novelty or a piece of historical street 
furniture, SVMs have something to suit 
every collector.

STAMP VENDING MACHINES

A machine of your own?
•  UK SVMs are very hard to source. Many are only available from salvage/reclamation yards or 

specialist dealers. 
• Occasionally postage museums in the UK will sell surplus SVM stock.
•  Postal furniture in the UK is owned by the Post Office. In the US, that isn’t the case, meaning that 

they’re freely available to buy and sell on the open market.
•  As many of these machines are effectively clockwork, they can often take little more than a bit of 

oil to get working.
• Models sold as not-working can still make an appealing display.
• If possible, buy machines with keys as this makes maintenance easier.
•  If space is scarce, then face plates or ‘empty’ cases are often sold separately, and cheaply. These 

can be wall mounted.
•  Mint condition is appealing, but costs more. As long as rust is on the outside of the machine and 

fairly superficial, it can be easily treated. 
• Electronic vending machines are now starting to appear on auction sites. Buy before prices rise. 
• Fakes do exist, so buy carefully.

Examples include those 

produced by the USA’s 

Sanitary Postage Service 

Corporation, who were 

quick to address the 

American public’s 

concern over passing on 

germs by licking stamps
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activity had been agriculture and indeed 
the very name derives either from the 
characteristic beech trees (Baccum) or 
from the proliferation of deer (Buc). 
Consequently the main products of 
the county were corn, sheep, cattle 
and butter, which was supplied in 
significant quantities to the metropolis. 
Most of the letters which have come 
down to us are of a legal nature from 
one of the leading families in the area, 
such as the Duke of Portland and the 
Lee family from Hartwell.

The question for the collector 
therefore is how to make the postal 
material of more interest to the viewer. 
Some mileage marks are quite rare, such 
as those from Amersham, Aylesbury, 
Buckingham, Colnbrook, Fenny 
Stratford, High Wicomb (sic), Newport 
Pagnel, Stony Stratford and Wendover, 
in which the mileage precedes the 
town name as they were used for only 
a short period at the end of the 18th 
century. Prior to 1840 Penny Posts 
were established in major towns but 
they were sparse in a rural county 
such as this with only twelve in place 
and unusually there are no recorded 
handstruck missent, too late or uniform 
fourpenny postmarks known. Indeed 
for the period to 1840 there are only 
165 known postmarks to collect from 
the whole county and over a third of 
those come from the six largest towns.

However modest the town, there 
was still a need for basic businesses to 
cater for the local community, notable 
among which was the grocer. While 
some had elaborate stationery, such as 
that of William Poole in Tingewick, the 

village itself was so small that its first 
postmark is not recorded until 1845 
and most letters would have been hand 
delivered locally. Similarly Iver did not 
have a post office until about 1844 and 
sixty years later it was located in the 
premises of Fox & Son, Family Grocer. 
Perhaps inspired by the datestamp 
which would have been used for postal 
business, their invoice shows that they 
went to the expense of acquiring a 
similar steel datestamp for use as a 
receipt mark.

Even the railway was late in making 
an impact on the county, in part 
because of the implacable opposition 
of the Duke of Buckingham who felt 
that the locomotive and carriage works 
planned for the county town by the 
London and Birmingham Railway 
would spoil the atmosphere. It was not 
until 1847 that the Buckinghamshire 
Railway was formed by the next Duke 
with local landowner, Sir Harry Verney, 
to construct a single track which was 
worked by the London and North 
Western Railway. Initially the line made a 
modest return on capital as demonstrated 
by the Dividend Statement posted from 
Euston Station in 1852 until it was 
absorbed by the LNWR in 1879. By 
the time that Edgar Lockhart sent their 
invoice for coal in 1876 the town at 
last had a station befitting its status and 
passengers could take an excursion to 
Crystal Palace in just under three hours.

However modest may be the postal 
history of a county it is still possible to 
seek out ancillary material which will 
help to tell the story and inspire others 
to start collecting.

John Scott’s postal history tour of the country continues, as he picks out notable ephemera 
and covers produced in the county of Buckinghamshire

As a generalisation, 
the more rural the 
county, the harder it 
is to find interesting 
postal history. 

Buckinghamshire is no exception and 
in 1823 it had a population of only 
134,068, many of whom would have 
been unable to write, let alone afford 
paper, pen and postage. Sixty years 
later there were still only some 176,000 
inhabitants and it was not until the 
20th century that its proximity to 
London and the speed of the railways 
led to rapid population growth in 
places such as Slough. Neither were 
there a great number of travellers 
passing through as there were only 
three principal post roads which 
crossed the northern and southern tips 
of the county. One of these was the 
Roman Watling Street, later to become 
the Chester Road from London to 
Holyhead, and it was from its position 
as a staging post on the road that 
Stoney Stratford, known as Lactorodum 
to the Romans, acquired its first 
postmaster as early as 1579. From 
time immemorial the county’s main 

Top: in a rural county 

it is no surprise to fi nd 

businesses catering for 

local trades, in this case 

a Saddler & Harness 

Maker in Iver in 1902 

illustrated with vignettes 

of typical products

Above: while the local 

grocer in Tingewick had 

an elaborate engraving 

at the head of his 

stationery in 1828, it 

was to be another four 

decades before the town 

warranted a Post Offi ce 

and this invoice was 

delivered by hand within 

the village

Below: the Post Offi ce in 

Iver was located in the 

grocer’s shop run by Fox 

& Son who used a steel 

datestamp very similar 

to that being used for 

postal purposes as their 

receipt stamp

Buckinghamshire
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PO Box 10494, Grantham, Lincolnshire,     
NG31 0HS, United Kingdom                                                

01476 594698

BILL BARRELL LTD

1897 QV 2D Blue Registered envelope Newport
Pagnell to Sark with 1d lilac (SG172). Rare SARK

cds FE 27 97 on reverse. (Ref 100196) £225.00

1872 6D Chestnut pl.11
(SG122a) lettered DK
Newport Pagnell cds     
(Ref 74444) £35.00

1830? wrapper Colnbrook to Saxundham with good
strike boxed "Colnbrook/Penny Post"                  

(Ref 93570) £35.00

1953 Underpaid mail/Imitation Typewriting,
envelope Chesham and Amersham to Hull with

KGVI 1½d. (Ref 98329) £35.001823 wrapper sent "free" mail Colnbrook to London July
25th, good strike "COLNBROOK/Penny Post" handstamp

in black (BU115) (Ref 81189) £45.00

We have good stocks from most English and Welsh Counties - Ireland and Scotland also, from earliest
times to date. Ask for the list of offers from your area of interest whether County, Town or Region. 

   We have good stocks of BUCKS POSTAL HISTORY 

p049_scmjuly2017.indd   45 23/05/2017   14:20
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No other ship has been 
spoken about or 
discussed as much as 
the Titanic, unless it 
was Noah’s Ark. Both 

are shrouded in mystery, but we do 
know that one certainly existed and 
was named Titanic – or at least that’s 
what it said on the sides of the ship 
that disappeared beneath the waves 
at 2.20am on an early April morning 
in 1912. The owner of this vessel and 
its two sister ships, Olympic and the 
later built Britannic, was the White 
Star Line. All was not well with the 
first-built Olympic, the subject of 
this letter card. Whilst Titanic was 
being built in 1910 and ‘11, Olympic 
was plying back and forth across 
the Atlantic Ocean with various 
structural troubles, one of which was 
the rudder. To keep the ship sailing, 
the new rudder destined for Titanic 
which was inscribed with her ship 
number ‘501’ was transferred and 
fitted to Olympic.

The letter card illustrated was 
available on board, the writer saying 
he had ‘discovered’ it. Perhaps 
there were one or two in every 
cabin which were there for use and 
publicity for White Star Line. Letter 
cards were introduced firstly in 
Belgium in 1882, and ten years later 
in the UK, so by 1930, the date of 
this card, they were well established. 
Briefly, they were double-sized with 
a perforation edge and gum on the 
letter side, so having written the 
words to the intended recipient, the 
card was folded after licking the glue 
to enable sealing. A private form of 
the original postcard, which of course 
had the message there for all to see.

The writer of this card was a 
Graham P. Moore who had taken 
berth on board R.M.S. Olympic, still 
with the White Star Line in 1930, 
which amalgamated with its arch rival 
Cunard Line in 1934. The date of the 
card is 16 December, 1930, with the 

Cover explained

writing undertaken just after lunch 
– he says so. The liner was en route 
to Cherbourg with arrival expected 
at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
the written card was taken back to 
Southampton by another vessel for 
postage to their home address in West 
London. The postmark, including 
the slogan ‘POST EARLY FOR / 
CHRISTMAS’, was applied stating 
‘SOUTHAMPTON / PAQUEBOT / 
20 DEC / 1930’. When it got to their 
home address, Mrs Moore was already 
on her way to Berlin. We know 
that from the words written: ‘I do 
hope you enjoy Berlin’. The London 
address was then crossed through, 
and a Berlin address written. Placed 
in the post, a second ‘POST EARLY 
FOR / CHRISTMAS’ was machine 
cancelled very nearly exactly over 
the first, together with the postmark 
‘KENSINGTON / 22 DEC / 1930’. 
No extra postage paid though, and 
so the letter card received a ‘T’ tax 
mark in the top left corner, and a 

Olympic or Titanic… who can say?

hand written large ‘10’ across the 
face of the card. 

The recipient hopefully received 
the card just before Christmas Day, 
and would have been pleased to read 
the words written, including the 
beginning: ‘Well Darling, With the 
aid of my glasses I saw you until the 
very last moment.’ As for the ship he 
was on, R.M.S. Olympic continued in 
service until retirement in 1935. What 
is strange is that it has been said that 
when the wreck of the sunken R.M.S. 
Titanic was being filmed some 
thirty years ago, the film showed the 
rudder to have the number ‘501’ 
clearly visible, and the pattern on 
the marble surround to the fireplace 
in the board room to be identical in 
design to that in an earlier picture 
of the same room in the recently 
completed R.M.S. Olympic. Perhaps 
it matters not. More importantly, 
this surviving letter card illustrates 
a postal history item from happier 
times between the two world wars.

A letter card with an interesting message emanates from the R.M.S. Olympic, but there is evidence of an 

earlier exchange of identities of the two White Star liners, as explained by philatelic historian Dane Garrod
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3When it got to their home address, 
Mrs Moore was already on her way to 

Berlin. The London address was then crossed 
through, and a Berlin address written.

4 Placed in the post, a second ‘POST EARLY 
FOR / CHRISTMAS’ was machine cancelled 

very nearly exactly over the first, together with 
the postmark ‘KENSINGTON / 22 DEC / 1930’.

5No extra postage was paid so the letter 
card received a ‘T’ tax mark in the top left 

corner, and a hand written large ‘10’ across the 
face of the card.

51
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FOR / CHRISTMAS’ was machine cancelled 

1

1 The date of the card is 16 
December, 1930, with the writing 

undertaken just after lunch – he says so. 

2 The liner was en route to 
Cherbourg and the card was 

taken back to Southampton by 
another vessel for postage to London. 
The postmark, including the slogan 
‘POST EARLY FOR / CHRISTMAS’, was 
applied stating ‘SOUTHAMPTON / 
PAQUEBOT / 20 DEC / 1930’.

2

3

45
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ROBERT MURRAY STAMP SHOP
5 & 6 Inverleith Gardens,

Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH3 5PU
Tel: 0131 552 1220  :  0131 478 7021

(Open Tues Noon-4pm, Wed 2pm-8pm, Thur 10am-
6pm, Fri by appointment only, Sat Noon-6pm)

www.stamp-shop.com
murray@stamp-shop.com

Members SPTA, PTS, Established 1977.
Traditional dealers with world stocks.

Regular auctions. Valuers.

TAUNTON STAMP SHOP
66 Bridge Street, Taunton,

Somerset TA1 1UD
Tel: 01823 283 327

Opening Mon-Fri 9:30-5:00
Saturday 9:00-4:00, Closed Thursday

Good stocks of GB, British Commonwealth
& World Stamps, also a wide range

of accessories.

BAKEWELL STAMP SHOP
Unit 10, Granby Arcade, Water Street,

Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1EG
Tel: 01629 812191

Tuesday-Wednesday, Friday-Saturday,
 Closed all other days

ianuttley@btconnect.com

General stock available, 
credit cards welcome.

PHILL-LATELY AND STAMPS
 BONDS Antiques and Interiors

 Dodwell Trading Estate, Evesham Road
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 9ST

   Tel: 07972078971
 www.phill-lately-stamps.co.uk   

 Open to buy and sell 
 Wed to Sat10am - 5pm.

Sun 10.30am - 4pm
Stamps, Postal History and collections of GB, 

British Commonwealth and World.
Beginner to specialised. Accessories.

SALOP STAMPS
23 The Parade, St Mary’s Place, 

Shrewsbury, SY1 1DL
Tel: 01743 235030 or 07528 209229.

New email: salopstamps@gmail.com
website: www.salopstamps.co.uk

Open Tues to Sat 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Regular Postal Auctions.

Wide range of Stamps, Postal History and 
Accessories to suit all pockets.

Collections/accumulations purchased.

COFTON COLLECTIONS
1103 Bristol Road South

Northfi eld Birmingham B31 2QP
cofton@btconnect.com

www.coftoncollections.net
Tel: 0121 475 4124

(Hours Tue-Fri 10.00 -5.30 Sat 9:00AM – 1:00PM)
WE BUY & SELL

STAMPS, FDCS, POSTCARDS,
CIGARETTE CARDS
Albums & Accessories

M & C STAMPS
26 Westgate Street, 

Gloucester, GL1 2NG
Tel: 01452 506 361

Email: mick@mandccards.co.uk
Opening Times:

Mon/Thur/Fri/Sat 10-5, Sunday 11 – 5
GB Commonwealth, World Stamps, 

postcards, cigarette cards etc.
Follow us on Facebook at M & C Stamps

BESSIE’S STAMPS
Breedon Priory, Ashby Road

Breedon on the Hill DE73 8AZ
Open

Saturday 10am -4.30pm Sunday 10am – 4.00pm
bank holiday Monday 10am - 4pm 

stamps and accessories
Contact John 07803 142933

good selection of GB and world stamps
Find us on Facebook

St. Mary’s Church, Commercial Street, Morley, Leeds
LAST SATURDAY EACH MONTH

Coal Aston, Village Hall, Dronfield, Sheffield
THIRD SUNDAY EACH MONTH

St James Centre, 169 First Lane, Hessle, Hull
THIRD SATURDAY EACH MONTH

Nunsfield Community Hall, Boulton  Road, Alvaston, Derby
SECOND SATURDAY EACH MONTH

STAMP FAIRS

Organiser - H. V. Johnson & Co.    Fairs 9:30am to 4pm
enquiries - 01909 563394
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POSTAL AUCTIONS
Wide variety of Commonwealth and Foreign

 No buyer’s premium
No postage charges 

Contact us for free catalogue or
      visit our website to view and bid online

 L & R Stamps (ADPS)  
12 Townsend Close, Wyton,  
Huntingdon, PE28 2AR, UK

Tel: 01480 464552 e-mail: info@lrstamps.co.uk  
website: www.lrstamps.co.uk

L&R ADPS - UPDATED.indd   1 09/12/2016   09:51GB STOCK-TAKING BARGAINS!
We are reducing our already very competitive prices 

by up to 40% / 50%

FOR THIS MONTH ONLY!
FREE LIST! 1840 – 1960s prices £3 - £300. Single 

stamps, Sets; Mini Lots; Acummulations.  Don’t miss 
out – join our regular customers building up their 

collections. All orders POST FREE to UK.

JAMES COE, 42, Trelawney Ave. Poughill,  
Bude, EX23 9HB  Phone 01288 359700

James Coe.indd   1 23/05/2017   13:10

CARDIFF
Cardi�  City Hall, Cardi� , CF10 3ND

New dates for 2017:
1st July, 7th October, 9th December

Why not come along to The Biggest Coin Collectors Fair in 
Wales & The South West. The admission fee is 50p.

Telephone: 01792 415293

Coin, Stamp and Collectors Fair

Taking table bookings for 2017 NOW!

Cardiff.indd   1 23/05/2017   14:45
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SCM
SUBS
CLUB

The

EXCLUSIVE
OFFERS!

1  WIN THE STAMPS! 
We have three prize packs of 
Australia Post’s new ‘Street Art’ 
stamp issue to give away. Each 
pack, worth A$19.75, includes a 
first day cover, stamp pack and a 
set of four maxicards. 
HOW TO CLAIM
Email sally.bridgewater@
warnersgroup.co.uk with 
your subscriber number to 
get your discount

2 WIN THE STAMPS!
For your chance to win a 
Windmills and Watermills 
presentation pack, courtesy 
of Royal Mail, simply e-mail 
your answer to the question 
below, to: sally.bridgewater@
warnersgroup.co.uk including 
your subscriber number 
and quoting ‘Windmills and 
Watermills competition’.
Which of the mills featured in 

this set was once part of a pair 
of mills known as The Sisters?

3  10% OFF ALL 
PRODUCTS 
AT GRAHAM 
LAND STAMPS 
Search a library of collectable 
stamps and postcards, just visit: 
www.grahamlandstamps.co.uk

PLUS! DON’T MISS 
THESE REGULAR 
OFFERS FOR SUBS 
CLUB MEMBERS…

10% OFF AT PRINZ 
Browse through a huge selection 
of stamp albums, tweezers, 
magnifiers and much more on 
the popular Prinz website, 
just visit: www.prinz.co.uk

PLUS, A FREE GIFT 
WITH EVERY ISSUE!!

10% OFF AT 
DUNCANNON 
Browse stamp products 
from UV lights to magnifiers. 
Visit: www.duncannon.co.uk

10% OFF AT 
ARTSTAMPED
10% discount on stamps, artwork, 
gifts, cards and commissions.
Visit: www.artstamped.com 

10% OFF AT 
ARROWFILE
Search a whole range of 
collectable items. 
Visit: www.arrowfile.com

HOW TO CLAIM 
YOUR DISCOUNTS…
Just email lauren.beharrell@
warnersgroup.co.uk with your 
subscriber number, and the offer 
you are interested in, for details of 
how to claim your discount.

1

➲WANT TO JOIN THE SCM SUBS CLUB? TURN THE PAGE AND SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

DON’T MISS 
THESE FREE GIFTS 

FOR ALL S&CM 
SUBSCRIBERS

FREE WITH 
AUGUST ISSUE
FREE Jersey Post 
WWI stamp set

FREE WITH 
SEPTEMBER ISSUE

A special giveaway from 
Guernsey Post

FREE WITH 
OCTOBER ISSUE

Your official guide to Stampex

FREE WITH 
NOVEMBER ISSUE

A pack of limited edition 
philatelic postcards

10% OFF

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS FOR STAMP & COIN MART SUBSCRIBERS

10% OFF

3

1

WIN!
2

WIN!

Subs club JULY.indd   54 30/05/2017   11:12
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Enfield Stamp Centre 

192-194 Lancaster Rd 
Enfield, Middlesex, EN2 0JH , , 

Tel: 020 8367 2653  

email: enquiries@enfieldstampcentre.com 
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Simply Pick the Stamps You Want and I’ll Give You  
£25 Stamps of YOUR CHOICE So You Can Test My Approvals System –

Request NOW and I’ll round it up to £30 !

£25
FORTUNATELY, IT’S STILL A FRESH MEMORY...  47 Years ago I can still remember my 1st approvals selection 

of stamps arriving from Omniphil. In those days, aged 15 I received a number of circuit boxes which I carefully 
worked through, borrowing money from my brothers for stamps that I could not really a� ord. I was hooked…

… and you know what – now aged 62, what’s 
changed? As you may know I no longer collect 
stamps – I gave up collecting when I became a rath-
er wet and spotty o�  ce junior, landing my 1st full-
time ‘stamp’ job at the age of 18 with the grandiose 
title of Assistant O�  ce Manager (I was the only assis-
tant)… but, stamps still thrill me today even though 
I may not own them, and in all those years I’ve now 
handled stamps that have sold for £500,000 for a 
single item. Incredible but true…

Do you remember Victor Kiam of ‘Remington’ 
fame, “I was so impressed I bought the company”, 
14 years later, aged 32 I bought Omniphil, and like 
‘Electricity and Water Works’ in Monopoly I added 
Avon Approvals creating synergies of scale. Both 
‘Stamps on Approval’ businesses were established 
in 1958 and now 58 years later, month in, month out 
we’re still sending unit priced stamps or individually 
identi� ed and priced stamps on approval to more 
than 1,000 di� erent collectors mainly in the UK but 
also worldwide. In the internet world we all inhab-
it – I � nd it amazing that traditional ‘stamps on ap-
proval’ trading continues – fortunately this is what 
our clients like about us. With your help long may 
it continue.

So why should you try my approvals? We’re one 
of, if not the largest longest established dedicated 
Approvals Company in the UK with full-time sta�  
sending focussed selections of mint and/or used 
stamps to collectors like you on approval. The 
fundamental reason to try a selection of stamps 
sent to you on 14 days’ approval – is that you have 
the “pleasure of leisure” so that you see before 
you buy individually identi� ed and unit priced 
stamps – so you have all the fun of the stamp shop 
you may fondly remember in your own home… 
Naturally stamps supplied in such a service may cost 
a little more – but in addition to your ‘home viewing’ 

there’s the added bene� t that you simply select the 
best stamps you need and return the rest. The cost 
of return postage can be expensive – select just £9+ 
and deduct the cost, and in order to encourage you 
- spend £16+ to receive 25% discount.

So all you need to do to test-drive my approvals
system is to complete the coupon NOW. It’s lo-
cated beside the index in this magazine OR apply
on-line via our website below. If you’re a stamp
collector aged 18+ NEW to my approvals you’ll have 
£30 total credit (if you’re quick) to spend in your 1st 
two selections of stamps sent on approval. Just give 
us your address and contact details and tell Pat and 
Martin what you collect… Please do it NOW whilst 
you’re thinking about it… Thank You

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert & Author, Managing Director,
U P A, Omniphil & Avon Approvals, eBay: universalphilatelic

Terms: Start/Stop service anytime. Serious UK col-
lectors NEW to my company are pre-quali� ed. Over-
seas clients may be required to provide a deposit. A 
few Countries cannot be serviced, please enquire.
One o� er per philatelic household.

www.upastampauctions.co.uk Go to Approvals

OMNIPHIL & AVON APPROVALS
P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8YX  Tel/Fax 01684 299278

See stamps like 
these in your 

own home

APPROVALS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR VERY ADVANCED COLLECTORS – TAKE MY UPA £55 AUCTION OFFER

COLLECTORS–
ALL the Fun of the Stamp Shop in Your Own Home

70
00

 ‘A
PP

RO’ BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY

SIMPLY MASSIVE CHOI
CE

SCM 07/17

www.upastampauctions.co.ukwww.upastampauctions.co.ukwww.upastampauctions.co.uk

Complete 1st £25 FREE Approvals Coupon beside Index at the back of 
this magazine, Do It NOW and I’ll Round Your FREE O� er Up to £30, 
Just telephone Or Request on-line at:

 The very best of success to you.
Your service is excellent 

– BJ Somerset

SEE 
COUPON 
BESIDE 
INDEX

UPA_APPROVALS (2).indd   1 02/10/2016   16:02:20p112_scmjuly2017.indd   126 26/05/2017   14:48
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The Great GB Pictorials Debate
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These lively exchanges in the House of Lords determined what stamps in your QEII 
collections would look like during the early years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign. Ed Fletcher 

summarises the arguments of peers of the realm for and against GB Pictorials

In May 1956, under a Tory 
government, a debate took 
place in the House of Lords on 
pictorial postage stamps. Scottish 
Liberal peer Viscount Elibank 

asked whether the government would 
consider issuing small low value British 
pictorials bearing the sovereign’s head, 
together with some of Britain’s scenic 
beauties and historical monuments, 
to assist the British travel industry 
in attracting visitors to the United 
Kingdom. He stressed that he had no 
interest in large pictorial stamps of high 
value because they did not circulate 
extensively enough to achieve the 
purpose he had in view. To illustrate 
that point he quoted figures for the 
approximate numbers of postage stamps 
issued in 1954: 2½d, 2,900 million; 3d, 
121 million; 4d, 83 million; while the 
£1 stamp sold a paltry 600,000.

Viscount Elibank pointed out that 
low-value pictorials would help the 
tourist trade, give a fillip to collectors, 
and give pleasure to a great number 
of ordinary people. ‘Yet when I first 
raised this subject two and a half years 
ago the reply I received, from Lord 
Selkirk, acting on behalf of the PMG, 
was that stamps up to the value of 1s 

6d were too small to lend themselves 
to effective pictorial designs. I 
showed Lord Selkirk examples of 
Commonwealth stamps of a small 
size yet pictorial in nature, and with 
the Monarch’s head included in their 
designs. Nevertheless my request for 
similar British stamps fell on deaf ears.’

‘In March 1954 I had an opportunity 
to put my suggestions directly to the 
Postmaster General, but he dismissed 
them with similar arguments and added 
that as the series of low values for the 
new reign had just been completed, 
changes could not be considered at 
that time. What I wish to submit 
to your Lordships today is that the 
argument that it is difficult to combine 
well on small stamps the head of the 
Monarch with good pictorial designs 
is completely answered by the designs 
that I have displayed today. Further, 
were it is necessary for the designs to be 
horizontal, the size of the Queen’s head 
could be slightly reduced, as is the case 
on some Commonwealth stamps with 
the Monarch’s head, including the Gold 
Coast example I have shown you.’ 

Viscount Elibank then turned to 
some technical issues: ‘Many pictorial 
stamps issued by other countries are 

recess printed; but the photogravure 
process used in Britain constitutes, 
in my judgment, no obstacle. This 
means that no extra expense would 
be incurred in the production costs 
of small pictorials. What I am asking 
for today, at the end of three years 
campaigning, is a revolution in 
thought and action on the part of 
Her Majesty’s Government; and the 
complete abandonment of the idea 
that the stamp is merely a label for 
the pre-payment of postage.’ 

Lord Mathers, speaking in support, 
commented: ‘So far the noble Lord’s 
three-year campaigning has not 
produced what those of us who are 
associated with him desire; but it has 
produced, in respect of high value 
stamps, four pictorials. That seems to 
me a long time to produce even four 
castles, one each in England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. It also seems to 
me that the only thing standing in 
the way of doing something along 
the same lines with low value stamps 
is stubbornness.’

Lord Geddes offered some 
interesting remarks on the slogan 

GB high value pictorial defi nitives issued in 1955, a year before the low values debate
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‘It Pays To Advertise’, adding: ‘I 
believe we could greatly increase 
Britain’s tourist trade with pictorial 
stamps illustrating places to be 
seen, combined – though perhaps 
this is too radical – with postmarks 
indicating how to obtain further 
information about visiting them.’

Lord Macpherson Of Drumochter 
added: ‘Proof of the attractiveness of 
British Colonial stamp may be found 
in the fact that they are probably the 
most popular stamps with philatelists 
all over the world.’

Speaking against the motion, 
Lord Saltoun said: ‘I think that 
to have a human head above a 
pictorial scene seems a kind of 
hybrid. The present designs of our 
stamps have been the admiration of 
the world. The size of the stamps 
is exactly suited to the head of the 
Monarch, and the whole thing 
is perfectly in proportion and in 
keeping. If I were to criticise the 
present design at all I would say the 
head of the Sovereign is too small; 
and I should like the head to appear 
without any adjunct in the shape 
of a laurel wreath. I think that 
would be even more beautiful than 
the present design. There may be 

many things in which we might well 
copy other countries, but I doubt 
whether this is one of them. I do not 
think that anybody has ever travelled 
to another country through being 
lured by an attractive postage stamp; 
certainly not after the design has 
been disfigured by the postmark. If 
we were to take the highest common 
factor in the mind of every tourist to 
this country, it would be the hope of 
seeing the Queen. I submit that we 
have here a really good design and 
that we ought to be willing to rest 
content with that which we have.’

Lord Chesham, supporting the 
previous speaker, said: ‘May I remind 
your Lordships that the policy on 
postage stamps has been to have a 
basic issue lasting generally for a 
whole reign, the design consisting 
essentially of the sovereign’s head 
in a suitable framework; and this 
basic issue is supplemented from 
time to time by occasional special 
issues to mark events of outstanding 
national or international importance. 
Our Sovereign’s head is readily 
recognisable anywhere all over the 
world, and I do not think the general 
public wish to see it altered on our 
postage stamps. There is also the 
problem of how one would find 
a complete short title to put on 
them which would cover England, 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, the Channel 
Isles and the Isle of Man. 

‘I think to achieve the purpose 
advocated by Lord Elibank, it would 
be necessary to change the issue fairly 
frequently, and this would inevitably 
create extra difficulties involving service 
at public counters. The Post Office 
faces problems affecting investment 
programmes, and also difficulties in 
obtaining adequate staff. Animals, 

flowers, buildings, landscapes, heraldic 
devices, industrial works, can all be 
quite attractive for a while, but once 
the floodgates have been opened to 
them there is no peace. New subjects 
keep clamouring for attention and the 
endless changing of designs goes on 
until meaningless profusion is reached, 
with confusion for public and Post 
Office alike. 

‘I wish to add that although 
reference has been made to 
considerable support by philatelic 
opinion for the ideas behind the 
Motion of the noble Viscount, I 
can, in fact, find little evidence of 
this. The International Philatelic 
Federation in 1952 passed a 
resolution advocating a radical 
reduction in special issues of postage 
stamps. If our stamps are to be 
changed with relative frequency – that 
is, in the postal sense – that would 
be almost tantamount to special 
issues. Let us be thankful we have a 
lovely and dignified Queen to grace 
our ordinary stamps and let us leave 
the pictures to the higher values, 
and to special issues which have the 
necessary space.’

Viscount Elibank responded with: 
‘My Lords, I do not desire at this 
stage to answer the points which have 
been made by the noble Lord against 
my Motion. I had hoped that in all 
this time the Post Office would have 
made some experiments of the kind 
that some of us have been suggesting 
all these years. Evidently that has not 
been done. So far as I am concerned, 
the matter cannot remain in the state 
in which it is to-day, and I feel sure 
that the noble Lord Chesham will 
expect me to say that I will return to 
the subject at an early date.’

The Motion was withdrawn. 

Above: examples 

of small, low value 

stamps from the 

Commonwealth

Above, right: the 

Royal Gallery House 

of Lords (image: 

Library of Congress, 

LC-USZ62-77448)
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Aden & Somaliland Study Group  
A Study Group for the collectors of: India used in Aden; Aden-Bombay Sea 
Post Offices; Aden Colony; Kathiri State of Seiyun; Qu’aiti State of Shihr 
& Mukalla; Qu’aiti State in Hadhramaut; Mahra State of Qishn & Socotra;  
Upper Yafa; South Arabian Federation; People’s Republic of South Yemen; 
Yemen; India used in Somaliland; Somaliland Protectorate; Côte Française des 
Somalis; Afars & Issas; Djibouti; Obock; Eritrea; Italian Somaliland; Somalia. 

The Study Group publishes a quarterly journal The Dhow, now in its 
eighteenth year, and also holds meetings and displays, normally twice a 
year. Annual membership for 2017 is £18 for UK, £25 for Europe and 
£30 elsewhere; a rate of £10 is available for those wishing to receive the 
magazine by emailed PDF only. The complete back issues are available on 
CD and many individually in hard copy. 

Membership & Subscriptions: Malcolm Lacey, 108 Dalestorth Road, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, NG17 3AA, UK, tel: (+33)(0)1623 
370251 Dhow Editor: Neil Williams, adensomalilandsg17@yahoo.com

MIDPEX 2017
Out and about

Midpex has become an essential event in the collecting calendar, not least because of the many specialist societies in 

attendance, offering visitors advice, information and membership details. Being a member of a specialist society can be 

hugely rewarding, so why not visit the event, chat to the representatives and use our directory to find out more?

Specialist Society Directory

Alba Stamp Group
Bristol Postal History Group
British Postmark Society
British Society for Japanese Philately
British Thematic Association
British West Indies Study Circle
Burma (Myanmar) Philatelic Study Circle
Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Cinderella Stamp Club
Civil Censorship Study Group
Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of Great Britain
Falkland Islands Philatelic Study Group
Faroe Islands Study Circle
Forces Postal History Society
GB Overprints Society
Great Britain Philatelic Society
Iran Philatelic Study Circle

Italy & Colonies Study Circle
Malta Study Circle
Netherlands Philatelic Circle
The New Zealand Society of Great Britain
Oriental Philatelic Association of London
Pacific Islands Study Circle
Polar Postal History Society GB
Portuguese Philatelic Society
Postal Order Society
Postal Stationery Society
Revenue Society
Royal Philatelic Society of London
Somerset & Dorset Postal History Group
Spanish Study Circle
TPO & Seapost Society
Welsh Postal History Society
West Africa Study Circle

For philatelists and postal historians interested in all periods of the broad 
geographical area of Aden and States, Yemen, the British, French and Italian 

Somalilands and also the Aden-Bombay Sea Post Office. 

The Group publishes a quarterly, “The Dhow”, and holds meetings, normally 
twice a year at Stampex. Annual membership for 2017 is £18 for UK, £25 for 

Europe, £30 elsewhere and £10 for emailed pdf.  The back issues are available 
on CD and many in hard copy. 

Membership & Subscriptions:
Malcolm Lacey, 108 Dalestorth Road, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire,  

NG17 3AA, UK, tel: (+33)(0)1623 370251 
Dhow Editor: Neil Williams, email: adensomalilandsg17@yahoo.com

ADEN & SOMALILAND 
STUDY GROUP

Aden.indd   1 26/05/2017   10:15

Midpex is a biennial philatelic exhibition which 
offers stamp and postal history collectors the 
chance to buy new material from a wealth 
of dealers, take part and browse hundreds of 
philatelic exhibits, and discover more about 
many specialist philatelic societies, many of 
whom take stands at the event.  

The one-day show provides a shop window 
for specialist societies to show off their sphere of 
interest to other collectors, to recruit members 

and identify common ground with members of 
other societies. It also provides an opportunity 
for societies to promote their publications and 
research projects and for members to meet 
informally, particularly those members who find 
it difficult to get to meetings in London.

To celebrate the event, we’ve invited a 
number of societies to take part in our special 
directory, while a full list of the groups 
attending the event is also shown below.

Why not find out more, get in touch 
with fellow enthusiasts and join a specialist 
society today?

Midpex 2017
Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, 

Leamington Spa, CV31 1XN
8 July 2017, 10am to 5pm

Specialist Societies Attending Midpex 2017
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For more details contact the Secretary BSJP :
Mr Alan Cowie, Highview 102 Gidley Way, Horspath,  

Oxford OX33 1TD.    Tel : 01865 873214     
Email alancowie@talk21.com

VISIT our STAND at MIDPEX or
Visit our website at :

http://www.japanphilatelicsociety.co.uk

THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR 
JAPANESE PHILATELY

Award winning journal - in colour - 3 times
 a year, circulating Sales Packet, informal  

expertisation service, and friendly meetings
- all for £17.50 pa.

BSJP.indd   1 23/05/2017   16:44
CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY

Founded 1950

The leading Society for Channel Island collectors. 
WARTIME AND MODERN STAMPS, POSTAL HISTORY, WW1, WW2 GERMAN  

OCCUPATION PERIOD, SUB-POST OFFICES, AIRMAILS, LOCAL ISSUES, MAILS TO/FROM 
FRANCE, REVENUES, POSTCARDS, EPHEMERA.

QUARTERLY JOURNAL, QUARTERLY LONDON AND PROVINCIAL MEETINGS, POSTAL 
AUCTIONS AND CIRCULATING PACKETS.

For more information contact the Secretary
Richard Flemming

64 Falconers Green, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2SX.
Email: rflemming@talktalk.net

Or visit our website: www.ciss1950.org.uk

Channel isle specialists.indd   1 26/05/2017   10:32

Interested in military / wartime / censored mails ?

forces postal history society
[Affi liated to The Association of British Philatelic Societies]

Quarterly Journal - Extensive Library - Postal Auctions -
Packets - Regular meetings

View our website: www.forcespostalhistorysociety.org.uk

Further details contact: Martin Hopkinson
Trewinney Barton, Mevagissey, ST AUSTELL, 

Cornwall PL26 6TD

Join the:

forces postal history.indd   1 30/5/13   10:58:03

Austrian
Philatelic
Society
Find us on www.austrianphilately.com/aboutus.htm
or write to the Membership Secretary, Nick Coverdale  
38 Hillcrest Ave, Whitehaven, Cumbria. CA28 6ST     
( 01946 693707)

The Society for 
collectors of the 
Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and the 
Austrian Republic.

austrian philatelic.indd   1 30/05/2017   11:07

Forces Postal History Society
Established in 1952, the Society brings together collectors interested in 
military postal history of all countries of the world although strongest for 
British Forces.  Such interest extends to both war and peace and includes 
the collecting and study of postmarks, cachets, postage rates, routes, POW 
mail, censorship and censor marks, stamps and stationery.  

Membership is £22 per year (£17 for electronic version only) for which 
we publish a quarterly Journal packed with articles of original research, 
news items and member’s queries, together with a Society Newsletter.  
Postal auctions are held and we operate a packet scheme and have an 
extensive Library.  Meetings are held monthly in London at the Union Jack 
Club (Waterloo).

The British Society for Japanese Philately
The British Society for Japanese Philately (BSJP) welcomes new 
members, of any level, with an interest in the philately of JAPAN, 
the RYUKYU ISLANDS, the JAPANESE COLONIES, and the 
JAPANESE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES and seeks to further the 
study and enjoyment of Japanese philately in the UK. The Society’s 
award-winning journal, with colour illustrations, Kiku Shimbun is 
published three times a year and features articles, letters, comment, 
queries and new issues. A club packet sale allows members to buy 
and sell items, the BSJP meets on a regular basis in London and in 
various venues around the country. Find out more at the website: www.
japanphilatelicsociety.co.uk; e-mail: alancowie@talk2l.com; mail to Alan 
Cowie, ‘Highview’, 102 Gidley Way, Horspath, Oxford OX33 1TD.

The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society
The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society was formed in 1950 for the 
study of stamps and postal history of the Channel Islands, and now has 
over 320 members worldwide. The society is aimed at both beginners 
and advanced collectors of stamps, postal history and postcards of 
the Islands. Members receive four high-quality journals annually, 
which contain news, views, interesting articles and important research 
findings. The society produces specialist publications, holds four 
meetings a year in London, and also a weekend meeting each year. 
Auctions of Channel Islands material are held twice a year and UK 
members also have the opportunity to join an Exchange Packet system.

For more information contact the Secretary Richard Flemming, 64 
Falconers Green, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2SX.

Austrian Philatelic Society
If you collect Italy, Poland, Romania, Austria, Liechtenstein, Croatia, 
Hungary, Czech Republic, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Serbia, Ukraine, 
Slovenia, Slovakia, Montenegro (or the Levantine offices), then you 
should think about joining the Austrian Philatelic Society – all these 
modern states had their antecedents in the Austro-Hungarian Empire!

The Austrian Philatelic Society is an international organisation of over 
200 members, one third of whom live outside the UK. The society caters 
for every aspect of Austrian philately, from the beginnings of the postal 
system to the latest issues, from postal history of all the territories within 
the Hapsburg Empire. We hold regular meetings and annual philatelic 
and social weekends in such places as York and London, and we publish 
a quarterly journal and provide various other services for members, 
including arranging subscriptions to appropriate magazines. 

The society publishes other literature and gives advice on all kinds of 
philatelic problems and opinions on authenticity. To join, visit: www.
austrianphilately.com; write to: Membership Secretary, Nick Coverdale  
38 Hillcrest Ave, Whitehaven, Cumbria. CA28 6ST.
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T he central role 
of migration and 
settlement in the 
economic, political, 
social as well as 

cultural development of the United 
States ensures it is a theme very 
well represented upon the nation’s 
postage stamps. The first to tackle 
the subject was the United States 
1869 15 cent stamp containing 
James Smillie’s vignette engraving 
depicting the landing of Columbus in 
the Americas on 12 October, 1492. 
Based on John Vanderlyn’s famous 
painting displayed inside the Capitol’s 
Rotunda at Washington, this event 
is widely recognised to be a turning 
point in the history of migration to 
the Americas. This and succeeding 
postage stamp issues provide clear 
allusions to the economic, military 
and religious incentives underlying 
individual decisions to migrate and 
settle within America from the closing 
years of the 15th century through to 
the present day. 

The main motivation for Columbus’ 
voyage was establishing direct 
maritime trade routes to tap into 
the commercial riches of the East 
Indies. Instead he discovered what 
contemporaries termed the ‘New 
World.’ The consequent wealth Spain 
accrued from its colonial, military and 
economic activities in the Americas 
encouraged mercantile classes from 
other emerging European nations to 
follow suit. Therefore various waves 
of French, English, Scandinavian 
and Dutch migration and settlement 

Richard Scott Morel, Curator, British Library Philatelic Collections provides a guide to migration 
and settlement commemorated on United States Postage Stamps (1869-1987)

from the 16th century onwards are 
also commemorated on United States 
stamp issues.

The United States 13 July, 1984 
20 cent stamp commemorates the 
400th anniversary of the First Raleigh 
Expedition to Roanoke Island. It 
depicts the Elizabeth Galleon, one 
of the ships associated with the 
establishment of the famous Roanoke 
Colony in modern Date County, 
North Carolina. 

It was at this colony on August 
1587 that the first English child was 
born in the United States, a girl named 
Virginia Dare. Since the Roanoke 
Colony mysteriously vanished soon 
after her birth, Virginia’s fate is 
uncertain nevertheless she subsequently 
became a prominent icon in American 
folklore and politics, being referred to 
in poems, books, comics and films. 

Thematics

The United States 18 August, 1937 
5 cent stamp commemorating the 
350th anniversary of her birth depicts 
Virginia as a baby being cradled by 
her mother Eleanor with her father 
Ananias standing close by.

More successful was the 
establishment of England’s first 
permanent Colony at Jamestown, 
Virginia by the Virginia Company 
in 1607, an event commemorated 
in the vignette on the United States 
1907 ‘Jamestown Exposition Issue’ 2 
cent stamp.

Finally the United States 27 June, 
1938 3 cent stamp commemorates the 
establishment of a colonial settlement 
by Swedish and Finnish migrants on 
the lower reaches of the Delaware 
River in present day Delaware, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania in 1638.

Religious and political persecution 
in the 17th century also led to waves 

The American Dream
The early settlement 

of the USA has been 

depicted on a range of 

stamps, often using well 

known paintings

Jean Baptiste Pointe 

Du Sable is thought to 

be the fi rst permanent 

resident of what later 

became Chicago

A 1984 20 cent stamp 

commemorating the 

400th anniversary of the 

First Raleigh Expedition 

to Roanoke Island

p60 Theme.indd   60 30/05/2017   10:44



61JULY 2017www.stampandcoin.co.uk

of European refugees settling in 
various parts of America. The USA's 
2 cents stamp issued on 18 December, 
1920 commemorates the tercentenary 
of the establishment of Plymouth 
Colony, Massachusetts in 1620 by a 
group of religious dissenters known as 
the Pilgrim Fathers.

In 1624 Huguenot-Walloon 
migrants also sought refuge in 
the United States from religious 
persecution in Europe and went 
on to establish the first permanent 
Dutch Settlement known as Fort 
Orange or New Netherland in 
present day Albany. This event has 
been commemorated on the United 
States 1 May, 1924 2 cent stamp.

Missionary activity also led to 
European settlement within America. 
The Frenchman Father Jacques 
Marquette (1637-1675) migrated to 
America as a Jesuit Missionary and 
helped to establish a settlement at 
Michigan in addition to being one of 
the first Europeans to explore and map 
the northern portion of the Mississippi 

River. His exploits have been 
commemorated on the 1 cent stamp 
of 10 June, 1898 and 6 cents stamp 
issued on 20 September, 1968.

A new phase in the history of 
migration and settlement within the 
United States followed the War of 
Independence. Initially confined to 
the eastern seaboard, the United States 
Government initiated a sustained 
policy of westward expansion into the 
American hinterland. It resulted in the 
nation’s expansion towards the pacific 
coastline to its modern territorial 
extent. The United States 15 July, 
1938 3 cent stamp commemorates 
one of the earliest phases of this new 
era in migration, the settlement of 
the North-western territories now 
known as Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Michigan undertaken by veterans from 
the War of Independence and the 
Ohio Company.

Daniel Boone’s historic 
explorations in Virginia resulted in 
the establishment of the Kentucky 
Settlement in 1792, an event 

US IMMIGRATION ON STAMPS

commemorated with the United 
States 1 June, 1942 3 cent stamp for 
the settlement’s 150th anniversary.

The United States Government 
also acquired land for settlement via 
diplomacy and financial purchases of 
territory from foreign colonial powers 
in the region. One notable example 
is the acquisition of lands acquired 
from the Spanish and French which 
formed parts of the Mississippi 
territory. These eventually became 
part of the State of Mississippi in 
1798 and the various stages of this 
territorial expansion are depicted 
upon the United States 8 April, 1948 
commemorative 3 cent stamp for the 
territory’s 150th anniversary.

Pioneers and settlers involved in 
migrating into the American interior 
faced significant hardship and 
privation in the form of starvation, 
disease and physical violence. Such 
conditions are alluded to in the 
United States 10 June, 1898 Trans-
Mississippi Exposition, Omaha Issue 
with the 8 cent stamp depicting 

Clockwise, from top right: 

the territorial expansion 

that led to the state of 

Mississippi is shown on 

a 1948 commemorative 

3 cent stamp marking 

the territory’s 150th 

anniversary • The 

Homestead Act stamp 

of 1962 shows a couple 

outside a typical early 

homestead dwelling • 

The 1 cent stamp of 

1898 depicts French 

priest Jacques Marquette 

on the Mississippi • The 

Landing of the Pilgrims 

is shown on this 2 cent 

stamp of 1920 • This 

10c stamp depicts 

'Hardships of Emigration' 

• Kentucky's statehood 

was marked by this 

design in 1942
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troops guarding a pioneer train from 
attacks whilst the 10 cent illustrates 
a dead horse on a pioneer wagon.

To ensure such hardships didn’t 
discourage settlement, the United 
States Government introduced a 
range of financial incentives in the 
form of Government Acts offering 
land parcels at favourable prices or 
for free as an incentive to migrate 
and settle. The United States 20 May, 
1962 4 cent stamp commemorates 
Abraham Lincoln’s 1852 Homestead 
Act which offered public land in the 
west to any US citizen, including 
free slaves, who were willing to settle, 
farm and improve the land over 
a period of five years. The forced 
migration and settlement of millions 
of African slaves to the Americas 
is unrepresented on United States 
postage stamps held within the British 
Library’s Philatelic Collections. 
Nevertheless one particular issue 
demonstrating the important role 
African-American settlement plays in 
the formation of the United States is 
the 20 February, 1987 Black Heritage 
22 cent stamp. The design depicts 
an idealised portrait of Jean Baptiste 
Pointe du Sable, an African-American 
Pioneer in the late 18th century. 
The sale of his land and property 
in 1800 led to the establishment of 
Chicago, thus he is widely regarded as 
Chicago’s founder. 

There are numerous other United 
States postage stamps which expand 
upon the themes just discussed. 
Nevertheless those referred to in 
this article sufficiently demonstrate 
the important role migration and 
settlement plays in the development 
of the United States. Furthermore 
since these stamps are state sponsored 
they clearly highlight that successive 
United States Administrations both 
Republican and Democrat have long 
recognised and celebrated this truth.

Thematics

Watermills and windmills
Long before any thoughts of going green, our ancestors relied on 
windmills and watermills to literally provide their daily bread. Our 

selection of top ten stamps showcases mills around the world, 
which are often valued for their architecture and aesthetic appeal

1Unsurprisingly, some of the fi nest stamps on 
this theme have come from the Netherlands. 

Look out for a 1963 fi ve-stamp windmill set, and this 
1994 stamp marking the fi ftieth anniversary of the 
death of Dutch painter Pieter Cornelius Mondriaan.

2 In 1980, the USA issued a fi ve-stamp set featuring 
the windmills of Virginia, Illinois, Massachusetts 

(pictured here), Texas and Rhode Island. 

3One of Europe’s most famous waterwheels 
is the Laxey Wheel in the Isle of Man, which 

was originally built to pump water from a lead and 
copper mine. It’s shown on this 1978 stamp which 
also features the Isle of Man’s three-legged symbol 
– both on the waterwheel and the stamp itself.

4 In 1989, Jersey marked the 200th anniversary 
of the French Revolution with a 35p stamp 

with a windmill in the background, titled ‘The Last 
Chouannerie’, referring to the fi nal uprising.

5The only British stamp to feature a windmill or 
watermill as its main subject, until this month’s 

new Royal Mail stamps, was the 1989 Industrial 
Archaeology 32p value, featuring the cotton mills at 
New Lanark in Scotland.

6 In 2002, Barbados marked the 350th 
anniversary of the fi rst settlement with a stamp 

showing the Morgan Lewis sugar windmill, which 
has appeared on Barbados stamps twice since then.

7The Roosdaal windmill in the Belgian province 
of Flemish Brabant was featured on this 2002 

stamp, issued by Belgium and Portugal. The mill was 
made famous by the 1960s TV show Kapitein Zeppos.

8 In 2003, Malta issued a three-stamp set 
showcasing mills of the Maltese islands. 

Pictured here is Ta’kola windmill on the island of 
Gozo, which was built in 1725.

9The Czech Republic included Ruprechtov 
windmill in its Technical Monuments issue of 

2009, which also featured a watermill.

10South Africa’s Qwars Rivier watermill in 
Cederberg was the subject of this 2007 

stamp, featuring a colour photo of the mill.

TEN STAMPS ON…
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Z is for Zodiac

Initially the position of the planets and stars 
were used to predict tides and the best times 
to plant and reap crops. However, to the 
ancient world, astronomy and astrology 
were one and the same. So, the idea that 

the stars could influence our fate wasn’t too much 
of a stretch. Today, we may dismiss astrology as 
tabloid newspaper fluff, but the chances are we 
still know our star sign.

In the West these signs are divided into twelve, 
each sign occupying 30° of celestial longitude. In 
reality, the path of the Sun passes through thirteen 
constellations but the Babylonians preferred a 
neater system, and other cultures followed suit. In 
addition to these twelve ‘star signs’, other cultures 
assigned symbols to years. The Chinese zodiac, is 
one of the most widely known and links animals to 
years in a repeating twelve-year cycle.

Thanks to Western and Eastern astrology, the 
zodiac continues to be a rich vein for philatelists 
with, literally, dozens of new issues every year. 
Undoubtedly Chinese zodiac stamps are some of 

the most well known and the annual issue to mark 
the start of the new year is always well worth a 
look. The very first Chinese new year zodiac stamp, 
which marked the year of the monkey in 1980, is 
so popular that it’s regularly forged. The number 
eight and the colour red, which both feature on the 
stamp, are seen as particularly auspicious and full 
sheets have sold for over £100,000. 

While many zodiac stamps feature traditional 
images of each of the twelve star signs, what makes 
this theme so interesting for the collector is the 
sheer variety of approaches that postal services have 
taken. In 1968, Switzerland issued a set of stamps 
showing the zodiac designs from Rose window 
of Lausanne Cathedral. Switzerland’s 1982-1986 
maxi cards returned to the stained-glass zodiac. 
A wonderfully cute set from the Ukraine (2008) 
features a cartoon child dressed in various star sign 
costumes. India’s 2010 designs are rooted in folk 
art, with colours chosen to reflect the elements 
of earth, fire, air, and water. For me, though, the 
cream of the crop is the 1957 TABIL International 
Philatelic Exposition souvenir sheet depicting 
the zodiac wheel mosaic from the Beth Alpha 
synagogue. Uncovered in 1928, the mosaic is the 
star of this wonderful stamp.

However, there’s more to a zodiac theme than 
just twins, rams, and finely balanced scales, as 
Sweden’s 1999 issue shows. The release featured two 
lovely diamond-shaped mini sheets, six triangular 
stamps making up each diamond. On the stamps 
were the constellations of the zodiac inside images 
of their mythological bodies. In fact, you could say 
that with this thematic, the sky’s the limit.

When our ancestors looked up into the night sky, they saw more than 
stars, they saw stories, writes Paula Hammond. These stories were 

centred around the apparent path of the Sun as it ‘moved’ across the 
night sky and these tales continue to echo through the ages

Thematics A to Z

Stories in the sky
Why collect?
• Dozens of new issues 

every year.
• A choice of Western and 

Eastern themes.
• Segway into animal, folk art, 

and astrology themes.
• Colourful issues 

with lasting appeal.

Notable releases
• 1957, Israel, TABIL 

International Philatelic 
Exposition, Beit She’an zodiac.

• 1968 & 1982, Switzerland, 
stamps & maxi cards of 
the Lausanne Cathedral 
zodiac windows.

• 1980, China, New Year 
Monkey Stamp.

• 1999, Sweden, Signs of the 
Zodiac mini sheets.

• 2009, Ukraine, 
Signs of the Zodiac.

Expand the theme
Astronomy makes a great expansion 
to this star-gazing theme.

Collecting links
Collectors interested in the night 
sky may find the University of 
Arizona’s Astronomy and the Night 
Sky website of interest. The site 
includes a wealth of background 
information and stamps releases 
which could form the start of 
a great collection. Visit: http://
stamp.cm/astronomystamps
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Out and about

STAMP FAIRS
1 July 2017

Cardiff

City Hall, King Edward VII Avenue  

CF10 3ND  

01792 415293

Leicester

Holiday Inn, St Nicholas Circle  

LE1 5LX  

0116 235 0441

Stourbridge

Platters Cafe, Victoria Street 

DY8 1SP

07813 260752

York

Wiggington Recreation Hall, 

The Village, Wiggington 

YO32 2PL

07742 153669

2 July 2017

Altrincham

Mercure Hotel, Langham Road,  

Bowdon, WA14 2HT 

0161 766 9031

5 July 2017

Stowmarket

Stowmarket FC, Bury Road

IP14 1JQ 

01328 855003

7 July 2017

Diss

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road 

IP22 4EH 

01328 855003

8 July 2017

Bilsborrow

Bilsborrow Hall, Bilsborrow Lane, 

Preston, PR3 0RP  

01226 755069

Colwyn Bay

Eirias High Scool, Eirias Road  

LL29 7SP  

01745 826434

Derby

Jubilee Hall, Nunsfield House  

Boulton Lane   

DE24 0FD  

01909 563394

Leamington Spa

Midpex 

Warwickshire Exhibition Centre

Leamington Spa, CV31 1XN

midpex.wordpress.com

Stockton on Tees

Norton Methodist Church Hall, 

High Street, Norton, TS20 2QQ 

07742 153669

9 July 2017

Chesterfield

Chester Street Club, S40 1DL 

0161 766 9031

12 July 2017

Cirencester

Bingham Hall, King Street  

GL7 1JT, 01283 820151

15 July 2017

Aylesford

Aylesford Commity Centre, 

25 Forstal Road, ME20 7AU 

01622 675784

Basingstoke

Costello School, Crossborough 

Hill, RG21 4AL, 01256 415699

Chester

Hoole United Reform Church, 

Hoole Road, CH2 3QU  

01226 755069

Dronfield

Coal Aston Village Hall, 

Coal Aston, S18 3AY 

01909 563394

Exeter

The America Hall, De La 

Rue Way, EX4 8PX 

01749 677669

 

Hull

St James Centre, 169 First Lane  

HU13 9EY, 01909 563394

16 July 2017

Altrincham

Mercure Hotel, Langham Road,  

Bowdon, WA14 2HT 

0161 766 9031

21 and 22 July 2017

York Stamp & Coin Fair

York Racecourse, 

The Knavesmire, YO23 1EX

www.stampshows.net

See page 65

22 July 2017

Liverpool

St Columba Church Hall, Hillfoot 

Avenue, L25 0NR, 

01226 755069

Northampton

Abbey Centre, Overslade Close  

NN4 0RZ, 01283 820151

25 July 2017

Stockport

Masonic Guildhall, Wellington 

Road, SK1 3XE  

01283 820151

26 July 2017

Birmingham

The Walker Memorial Hall, 

Ampton Road, Edgebaston 

B15 2UJ, 01283 820151

29 July 2017

Leeds

St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Commercial Street, Morley  

LS27 8HZ  

01909 563394

Worcester

Village Hall, Malvern Road  

Powick, WR2 4RT 

01283 820151

30 July 2017

Doncaster

Park Social Club, Eden Grove 

Road, Edenthorpe DN3 2LS 

01909 563394

Southport

Royal Clifton Hotel, Promenade  

PR8 1RB, 0161 766 9031

STAMP AUCTIONS
5 July 2017

Warwick

Warwick & Warwick 

The Court House, Jury Street  

CV34 4EW, 01926 499031

www.warwickandwarwick.com

11 July 2017

London

Spink & Son

69 Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury WC1B 4ET

0207 563 4000

www.spink.com

12 July 2017

Accrington

AJH Stamps Ltd

243 The Laurels, Manchester 

Road, BB5 2PF 

01254 393740

https://ajhstamps.co.uk

London

Spink & Son

69 Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury WC1B 4ET

0207 563 4000

www.spink.com

COIN AUCTIONS
5 July 2017

London

Spink & Son

69 Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury WC1B 4ET

0207 563 4000

www.spink.com

COIN FAIRS
1 July 2017

London

Bloomsbury Hotel, 16-22 Great 

Russell Street WC1B 3NN

01242 898107

5 July 2017

Stowmarket

Stowmarket FC, Bury Road

IP14 1JQ 

01328 855003

7 July 2017

Diss

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road, IP22 4EH 

01328 855003

9 July 2017

Birmingham

National Motorcycle Museum, 

Coventry Road, Bickenhill  

B92 0EJ, 01283 820151

 
POSTCARD FAIRS

1 July 2017

Cardiff

City Hall, King Edward VII Avenue  

CF10 3ND  

01792 415293

5 July 2017

Stowmarket

Stowmarket FC, Bury Road

IP14 1JQ, 01328 855003

7 July 2017

Diss

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road, IP22 4EH 

01328 855003

8 July 2017

Colwyn Bay

Eirias High Scool, Eirias Road  

LL29 7SP, 01745 826434

9 July 2017

Birmingham

National Motorcycle Museum, 

Coventry Road, Bickenhill  

B92 0EJ, 01283 820151

15 July 2017

Aylesford

Aylesford Commity Centre, 

25 Forstal Road, ME20 7AU 

01622 675784

Exeter

The America Hall, De La 

Rue Way, EX4 8PX 

01749 677669

22 July 2017 

Northampton

Abbey Centre, Overslade Close  

NN4 0RZ, 01283 820151 

25 July 2017

Stockport

Masonic Guildhall, Wellington 

Road, SK1 3XE  

01283 820151

29 July 2017

Worcester

Village Hall, Malvern Road  

Powick, WR2 4RT 

01283 820151

POSTCARD 
AUCTIONS

19 July 2017

Warwick

Warwick & Warwick 

The Court House, Jury Street  

CV34 4EW, 01926 499031

www.warwickandwarwick.com

 

All dates and venues are correct at the time of going to press. Please check details with the event organisers before attending.
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York Stamp & Coin Fair
Friday 21st (11am-6pm) and Saturday 22nd July (10am-4pm) 
The Racecourse, York, YO23 1EX

Out & about

See coin 
dealers list 

and floorplan 
on page 96

Stamp dealer listings

➲TURN OVER
for more 
dealer listings 
and floorplan

Fine
British

Commonwealth
1840 - present

COME AND SEE US AT THE YORK STAMP FAIR JULY 21/2

North Staffs Stamps
PO BOX 2701
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 9AL
Tel: 01782 818560

Email: nstaffsstamps@yahoo.co.uk
Ebay: www.stores.ebay.co.uk/whitepeakplodder
www.stores.ebay.co.uk/North-Staffs-Stamps

British Commonwealth 1840 - 1970 
mainly priced from £10-£1,000. 

Website: http://www.nstaffsstamps.com

North Staffs Stamps - JULY 1/4.indd   1 19/05/2017   10:03

ABPS   D

AfricaStamps   87

Alan Rothwell    69

ALLWORLDPH.COM   22

Andrew G Lajer Ltd   37

Andrew Vaughan Philatelics  10

Anthony Baker   33

Argyll Etkin Ltd   51

Arun Stamps   91

Avery Stamps   8

BB Stamps   49

BBFILA.com   75

Bill Barrell Ltd.   90

Bob Lee   71

Candlish McCleery   55

Chaomo Wang   68

Charlie Rudge    81

Chris Rainey    54

Christoph Gärtner   9

Corbitt Stamps Ltd.   28

Cotswold & Stuart Covers    98

Cover Collecting – Richard Park   60

DG Stamps   63

Dave Foster   94

David Feldman SA   12

David Morrison   97

David Mouser   85

David Rice     2

Do YOU g�  the

E-NEWSLETTER?
It’s a friendly, FREE e-mail that 
drops into your inbox once a 

month, giving you:

3 The latest collecting news

3 Stamp competitions and offers

3 In-depth online articles

Sign up at:

http://stamp.cm/scm-enewsletter

enewsletter ad.indd   1 31/01/2017   13:09
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York Stamp & Coin Fair

David Shaw 23

Derek Fulluck 40

Embassy Philatelists 5

Empire Collectables 3

Eric Hinchliffe 25

Eric Wilding 92

Fyns Frimærke Service 88

GB and Royal Naval Covers  34

Hendon Stamp Co 58

Howard Hatton 42

Ian Perry 53

JA Mathews 79

Jerwood Philatelics 61

John Auld   14

John Curtin Ltd 7

Kate Puleston 54 

Liz Ashfi eld & Andy Faulkner 

 59

LoveAuctions 74

Lothian Stamps 27

The Magpie 73

Mark Bloxham 1

Mint GB Stamps 45 

Mulready Philatelics 6

Murray Payne Ltd. 36

NPS B

Nigel Steen 16

Northern Stamps 70

North Staffs Stamps 86

PZH 1840 77

P Harris (Stamps) 41 

Paper Heritage 38

Parkstone Philatelics   67

Paul Jones 15

Paul Kirkwood 46

Paul van Zeyl 52

Peter Mollett 13

Philangles 39

Ramsdens E

Ray Watts 48

Robert Danzig 95

Roy Hamilton Bowen 21

Richardson & Copp 80 

Robert Uden  82 

Robstine Stamps 11

Roger Jackson 56

Roy Hamilton-Bowen 21

The Royal Philatelic Society C

Sobotka & Breebaart 72

Southport Stamp Auctions  

 44

Stamp & Coin Mart 65

Stanley Gibbons Ltd 19

Stephen Holder (Barndance) 

 66

Stephen Sayer 47

Stephen T Taylor  64

Stewart Harris 24

Thames Themes 29

Tom Hamilton 92

Trevor Chinery 62

Tristan Brittain 96

Westgate Supplies 31

Windsor Philatelics 89

Yorkshire Philatelic 

Association A 

Out & about

STAMP DEALERS FLOORPLAN
See coin 

dealers list 
and floorplan 
on page 96

Stamp dealer 
listings continued:

p066YORK_scmjuly2017.indd   66 30/05/2017   14:44
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SPECIALISTS IN THE FINEST STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN 1840 – 1952

QUEEN VICTORIA

EDWARD VII

GEORGE V

EDWARD VIII

GEORGE VI

Full-colour A4 booklets 

regularly mailed to 

serious collectors.

Contact us to receive our 

next booklet.

YORK, STAND No. 13

5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 6BS
Tel: 020-8390-9357
Email: info@stephentaylor.co.uk
Website: www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Transatlantic mail pre-UPU USA to and from UK & Europe:  
pioneer steamers; maiden, final & interrupted voyages; 
discriminatory, retaliatory, restored & treaty rates; unusual routes; 
scarce origins & destinations; also post-1875 transatlantic seapost, 
supplementary mail & late fees, US/UK & US/German treaty rates. 
USA stamps, covers and postal history, including Confederate  
States, Cuba, Guam, Hawaii, Philippines & Puerto Rico. 

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR 64

***Stephen Taylor v2.indd   1 24/11/2016   15:55

Our stock includes Blacks, Blues, Reds, Embossed and Surface Printed on cover, 
Mulreadys, Caricatures, Propaganda Envelopes, Illustrated, Advertising, Registered
Mail, Postal Stationery mint and used from QV to KGVI, and Postal History from 

most English Counties and from Scotland, Wales and Ireland

Windsor Philatelics
Great Britain Covers, Postal History

and Postal Stationery

Contact: Steve Walker Windsor Philatelics (est. 1988)
PO BOX 645 CHESTERFIELD S40 9GF U K

Tel: +44(0)1246 231222 • Mobile: +44(0)7976 744054
• email: enquiries@windsorphilatelics.co.uk  • website: www.windsorphilatelics.co.uk

windsor philatelic.indd   1 29/05/2014   15:17

Come and meet the 
Stamp & Coin Mart 
team on stand 65.

Tell us what you’re 
collecting, share your 

views on the magazine, 
take advantage of our 
fantastic subscription 

offer, and don’t miss our 
free prize draw!

Visit

at York!

www.stampandcoin.co.uk

at York!WIN SONGBIRDS STAMPS • HOW TO GET KIDS INTO COLLECTING

June 2017June 2017

£3.99
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FABULOUS 
FLATTIES

THE QUIRKY HISTORY OF 

ELONGATED COINS

Celebrating 
50 years of a

STAMP 
ICON
10 REASONS BEHIND THE 

MACHIN’S SUCCESS

YOUR GUIDE TO GB STAMPS 

HOW TO COLLECT 

THE 1900 HA’PENNY

COLOUR TRIALS 

EXPLAINED

LATEST ROYAL MAIL 

STAMPS REVIEWED

AN AWARD-WINNING 

COLLECTION OF 

REVENUE STAMPS

FINLAND’S FINEST

DISCOVER THESE BEAUTIFUL 

CHARITY STAMPS

p01 Front JUNE.indd   1

02/05/2017   16:38

STAND 

65
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Out and about
Your guide to stamp and coin fairs, auctions and society meetings. Send society news to: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk

At the Aberdeen Philatelic Society AGM 
members Sheila Den and David Macdonald 
were given the group’s highest award, the 
Certificates of Fellowship, recognising their 
valuable contributions to the running and 
promotion of the society. A spokesperson 
said: ‘The number of Fellows being strictly 
limited by our Constitution, only 23 have 
been elected in our 107 years.’

The Adur Stamp Club was formed in 
2016 with the amalgamation of the  
Shoreham-by-Sea Stamp Club (formerly 
the Shoreham-by Sea Philatelic Society) 
and the Southwick Philatelic Society. This 
was the 90th year for Shoreham, having 
been originally formed in 1926. The club 
meets on the third Monday of each month 
at 7pm at the Southwick Community 
Centre, BN42 4TE. To celebrate the 
ninetieth anniversary of Shoreham and the 
amalgamation of the groups, a special cover 
has been produced, commemorating the 
Royal Mail 500 anniversary and the Battle 
of Hastings. The covers were carried on the 
Shoreham-by-Sea lifeboat, are A5 size and 

individually numbered, and cost £5 with all 
proceeds going to the RNLI. To purchase 
a cover contact Dave Hilton on e-mail: 
d.hiltonburland@gmail.com

Swale Philatelic and Postcard Society 
recently met at the Pheonix House 
Sittingbourne for their AGM and 
competition night. The postcard and 
members cup competitions were both won 
by Chairman Shaun Caveney. The group 
now have a summer break until September.

To non-aficionados it does not sound a 
very inspiring topic – Great Britain Line-
engraved Plate Repairs 1840-1855 – but Scott 
Treacey FRPSL enthralled his audience with 
a clear and fascinating explanation of the 
subject at the recent meeting of The Royal 
Philatelic Society London. Scott’s talk was 
illustrated by clear images showing stamps 
in their original state, after plate wear and 
then following repair. In a very few cases the 
repair was needed as a result of plate damage. 
Many in the audience were surprised to learn 
that even after quantities of the Penny Red 

had been printed, Perkins Bacon was still 
required to print more of the Penny Black, 
a fact confirmed by the existence of Penny 
Blacks in a repaired state. Those wishing to 
visit The Royal Philatelic Society London at 
41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY, or 
be a guest at one of its meetings, are asked to 
contact the Administrative Office on tel: 020 
7486 1044.

A recent display of Cayman Islands Postal 
History given by Graham Booth FRPSL 
at the Bromley & Beckenham Philatelic 
Society was ‘off the scale in terms of 
rare items, presentation and a wonderful 
discourse on the events surrounding the 
introduction of stamps and the various 
provisionals which were needed’. The club 
meets in the Beckenham Public Halls, 
Bromley Road, Beckenham, and is actively 
looking for new members, particularly 
general stamp collectors who want to 
expand their interests. For Society details 
contact David on tel: 020 8778 7001 or 
Chris on tel: 020 8402 1263; website: 
www.beckenham.net/leisure.asp

Founded in 1957, as The Scout Stamp Collectors Club, The Scout & 
Guide Stamps Club came into being as a result of an increased interest in 
the number of stamps issued to commemorate the centenary of the birth 
of Scouting’s founder Robert Baden-Powell and the golden jubilee of the 
Scouting movement.

Since its first meeting at the headquarters of the International Scouting 
Bureau in London and subsequently at the 9th World Scouting Jamboree 
at Sutton Coldfield, the club has grown to a membership of more than 300 
people in thirty countries. The interests of members include Scout and Guide 
stamps, the postal history of Scout and Guide events, special postmarks, 
postcards and meter cancellations as well as general related paper ephemera.

Members receive a quarterly bulletin which contains various articles, 
details of new philatelic items of interest, ads from members and dealers, 
and details of upcoming events. The club provides for an annual auction, 
which is publicised in the bulletin. A checklist of all Scout and Guide stamps 
issued since 1900 up to 2003 is available to members from the membership 
secretary (details below).

The group has an active membership and members take part in the 
bi-annual Euro-Scout exhibitions and hope to hold an annual philatelic 
exhibition which is open to the public, as well as a ten-yearly event to 
coincide with major London philatelic exhibitions.

The group’s website www.sgsc.org.uk has features, events, meeting 
dates, and club sale items. A members-only section of the site is currently 

under development.
Annual membership is £18 UK/ £6 under sixteen/ £21 airmail in Europe 

or £12 for electronic bulletin /£5 under sixteen. For more information, 
contact membership secretary Tim Reed, tel: 01425 650961; e-mail: 
membership@sgsc.org.uk; website: www.sgsc.org.uk

Society news

� e Scout & Guide Stamps Club
SPOTLIGHT ON

EuroScout 2010 Exhibition organised by SGSC and held under the auspices of IFSCO (The 
International Federation of Scout and Guide Stamp Collecting Organisations) at the Shire Hall, 
Chelmsford, Essex.

p68 society news.indd   68 30/05/2017   10:46
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UPA_INSERTJULY 2017_SCMART

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS 
4 The Old Coalyard, West End Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK

Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297
www.upastampauctions.co.uk  Email: info@upastampauctions.co.uk

The Collectors’ Secret Weapon?   

 You won’t 

want to 
miss this 

£1,922,377

19,833 Lot 

NO BUYER’S 

PREMIUM 

AUCTION  

www.upastampauctions.co.ukwww.upastampauctions.co.uk

Your 19,833 Lots, 354 pages, 3,688 pictures catalogue costs £50,000 each auction 
to print/distribute YET unlike some other auctions … it’s Yours Free! PLUS – if 
you’re NEW to U P A your 1st GBP£55 winnings is also FREE so you can test 

my auctions. Join 2,261 different bidders, a NEW United 
Kingdom record in our previous auction, 90% successful
Collect Your 66th Auction Catalogue NOW 
Don’t MISS this catalogue   Please Go To COUPON Page NOW 

1st £55 FREE: You qualify if aged 18+, resident UK, USA, 
Australia, Canada, NZ, West Europe. One per household

...and NOW announcing UPA ‘loyalty’ POST-FREE...

Collect Your 66th Auction Catalogue  NOW  
so You can Save up to 27% + win more stamps 

Your 19,833 Lots, 354 pages, 3,688 pictures catalogue costs £50,000 each auction 

Kingdom record in our previous auction, 90% successful

 Please Go To COUPON Page NOW 

69

Loyalty

Bonus

UPA_INSERTJULY 2017_SCMART.indd   69 25/05/2017   21:53:47p069-85_scmjuly2017.indd   69 30/05/2017   11:25
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70

Massive Philatelic Choice – 19,833 lots
...in a Unique Reducing Estimate System70

Obviously, I Can’t Give ALL 
these Stamps Away ... → 
BUT I can Give YOU Your 
1st £55 FREE! →
BUT HURRY – Offer/Auction closes 11th July 2017 – 
Request Your FREE Catalogue Now 
Where Do 2,261 different Collectors (and some dealers) FIND stamps 
of their choice each quarter at affordable auction prices with ...

They know that at my auction A they 
receive VAL-YOU. Plus extraordinary 
service. Combine that with Massive 
Philatelic Choice. 

They have 19,833 different lots to 
choose from. Unlike public auctions 
they have a 90% chance of winning lots 
they want. 

Unlike some other auctions they 
know that even if they make a mistake 
they take NO RISK with our No 
Quibble A Guarantee…

...So Why Don’t YOU Join them and 
TEST A free of charge? We’re here to 
serve you long-term which is why – I’ll 
Give YOU £55 So YOU Can TEST A FREE 
of Charge and Totally RISK-FREE…

 But – just maybe you’re still not sure? So, please just take a look at the 
unsolicited on-line testimonials on the final 17th page of this auction preview – 
then DON’T Delay another moment - to get you started– You need to REQUEST 
YOUR next 354 Page A Auction Catalogue worth £15 NOW. It’s FREE to 1st 
time and regular bidders. Please Turn to my £55 Coupon Page – Do it Now →

A NO Bloated Buyer’s Premium

A Unique Reducing Estimate System 

A PLUS ALL lots Guaranteed ? 

A Why not take my £55 OFFER? 

What Do they Know that YOU don’t know?

A NO Bloated Buyer’s Premium

A Unique Reducing Estimate System 

A PLUS ALL lots Guaranteed ?

A Why not take my £55 OFFER?Why not take my £55 OFFER?

UPA_INSERTJULY 2017_SCMART.indd   70 25/05/2017   21:53:48

“Dear Friends, Thank you for your generous introductory offer, 
what a pleasure to win that elusive gap in my collection for such a tiny 
sum! I look forward to your next catalogue, they are a work of art in 
themselves.

I’m certain you shall be receiving more substantial cheques from 
me in the future! Kind wishes, E. E. Scotland

 You qualify if you’re a collector aged over 18 and live in the UK, Western 
Europe, USA, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and have never purchased 
from UPA auctions before. Request Your Next free UPA Mail-Auction 
Catalogue (worth GBP £15 ) mailed TODAY: 

UPA_INSERTJULY 2017_SCMART.indd   71p069-85_scmjuly2017.indd   70 30/05/2017   11:25
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I BELIEVE COLLECTORS WANT STAMPS NOT CHARGES so there’s NO EXTRAS TO PAY AT UPA

Plate 4
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Massive Philatelic Choice – 19,833 lots
...in a Unique Reducing Estimate System

 A
uct

io
n P

re
vie

w
: 3

,688 co
lo

ur p
hoto

s, 
19,833 lo

ts,
 1kg

 ca
ta

lo
gue F

REE
, 

Pric
es

 Rea
lis

ed
 Publis

hed
 af

te
r a

uct
io

n cl
ose

s P
LU

S FR
EE

 £55 1st 
tim

e o
ffer

…
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ANDREW PROMOTING PHILATELY ON  
THE ALAN TITCHMARSH SHOW ITV

Dear Colleague, 
For the first time, in this open letter, I’m going to give you the 
thinking, the ‘mindset’ if you will, of how and why my stamp 
auction thrives where others do not... 

As many of you will attest. At certain ‘peak’ times in our auction ‘cycle,’ I personally 
answer the telephone to callers. It’s a wonderfully enjoyable and rewarding thing for me to 
do, because, you kindly inform me of your likes and dislikes, about us, and other auctions 
that you may have dealt with before discovering U P A... 

One of the most common ‘threads’ that I have learnt from You, and from other 
Dealers and Auctioneers, is simply ‘how does U P A do it?’ How is it that we have 

become the largest Stamp Auction in the UK and almost the largest globally? 
How can we afford to expend more upon advertising worldwide than most 
dealers sell in a year? Simply put: How can we afford to offer more and charge 
less – indeed – how can we afford to offer more and charge you no extra w-h-a-
t-s-o-e-v-e-r ??

The fundamental reason why is because, unlike others, everything we do 
is Driven by You.. Over the course of the past 17 years I have discovered that 

combining this ‘bottom-up’ thinking with offering simply MASSIVE Philatelic Choice 
– permits us to offer you a Unique Collector-Driven Stamp Auction Experience. 

Think about it: whilst the rest of our philatelic industry works ‘top-down’ – issuing 
diktats, regulation, charges and fees, and few guarantees – ever increasingly we 

throw these off encouraged by more and more collectors joining us, who crucially 
continue to participate in auction after auction... rewarding us by their loyalty, enriching 
their collections... enabling us, in turn, to reward them.

...So that, when you inform us that You don’t like ‘X’ (extra shipping and insurance 
charges), and You dislike ‘Y’ (paying credit card charges) and you positively abhor paying 
‘Z’ – up to 25% buyer’s premiums... (particularly when you may realise that you are possibly 
or probably paying a buyer’s premium upon that dealer’s own stamps that they are selling 
to You)... we take that valuable knowledge you’ve imparted and ‘dial’ it back into our auction 
system, not purely for your benefit BUT for our mutual benefit because over the 17 years 
that U P A has been auctioning I have discovered that if we have enough participating 
bidders in our auctions we can offer you a radically superior service and a radically  better  
deal than others...

Discover the Difference

  
Philately Understood

bidders in our auctions we can offer you a 
deal than others

76
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To me it is logical that when you configure your auction to really give 
collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 
blended with hundreds and thousands of simply massive philatelic choice – 
these are the reasons why more Collectors bid in my U P A auctions than 
any other auction in the UK and almost all others globally. Consider that 
each U P A auction adds up to 250 different new bidders when most stamp 
auctions only have a few hundred bidders TOTAL – the SCALE of Your 
SUPPORT permits us to ‘square’ the circle so that, hopefully, we can offer 
collectors like you True Philatelic  VAL-YOU for Money...

How can you help? Simply by participating regularly in our 
auctions permits us to give back, producing the most expensive and 
the best post-free auction catalogues you may ever receive whilst staying in 
business. Your continued support is powering our new Loyalty Post-Free System. So, 
all that I would respectfully ask and encourage you to do – is join the 2,261 different 
Collectors and Dealers from 54 different countries worldwide, who participated in my 
last auction U P A #65, creating new philatelic world records of participation and in 
some cases of realisations – whilst an astonishing 90% of bidders were successful... 
and those lots that remained unsold carried forward at  ever decreasing estimate and reserve 
thereby creating the nucleus of this auction with a ‘sprinkling’ of more than 8,000 new 
lots of absolutely extraordinary NEW material... whereby, ultimately collectors like You 
determine values, not catalogues…

My wife and I, and members of our super Team, wish you Happy Hunting and 
great Philatelic Fun. With thanks for Your continued support. Please do tell your 
Philatelic Friends. They’ll receive the best Philatelic Thank You for joining us and you’ll 
be rewarded too! 

A
Andrew McGavin, Managing Director 
Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA,

Simply – telephone one of my Team on 01451 861111 to request Your 
NEXT FREE 11th July U P A Catalogue NOW… OR turn to one of my 
1st £55 Auction Winnings FREE coupon pages in this magazine, visit 
www.upastampauctions.co.uk to view/bid on-line OR request your 354 
page, 1 kg catalogue on-line, mailed quickly so you can test my auction 
without spending a penny, … Join 2,261 bidders, 90% successful, in my 
last auction. Start Bidding and winning now…

REQUEST MY ‘TIPS OF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET
UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS (SCM 07/17)
4 The Old Coalyard, West End Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK

Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297

the best post-free auction catalogues you may ever receive whilst staying in 
business. Your continued support is powering our new Loyalty Post-Free System. So, 
all that I would respectfully ask and encourage you to do – is join the 2,261 different 

To me it is logical that when you configure your auction to really give 
collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 
blended with hundreds and thousands of simply massive philatelic choice – 

each U P A auction adds up to 250 different new bidders when most stamp 

collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 

To Collect 
Your £15  
19,833 lot 
Auction  
Catalogue 

Request  
Yours

77
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Delivering Your Dream Collection…
…can cost less than you think 

MY favourite stamp is probably the same as my wife’s – the GB PUC £1.  
Just take a look at the design / engraving – and in single 
monochrome – utterly magnificent. Strictly speaking I should say 

the 1d black – it’s iconic and an amazing work of design/art in the first place 
as this stamp represents in communication terms the ‘Apple i-phone’ of its 
time – also barring damage to the actual paper – the 1d black is virtually 
indestructible … the colour is so ‘fast’ that you can soak a 1d black in a 
1/10 part solution of ‘milton/water’ (nappy bleach) … the paper will turn 
white but the black will remain unaffected. This is the reason why you 
sometimes see a magnificent used 1d black but the paper is too white – 
simply it has been left too long in bleach … over-white paper will actually 
lower value … as with most things it is a question of degree …

… Now 65 quarterly auctions and 17 years later this is the reason why realising 
your Dream Collection Can Cost You Less than You Think … Join 2,261 Collector 
Colleagues using the unique ‘U P A Reducing Estimate System’ in our last auction 
– read the testimonials – Start NOW – Request your catalogue at any £55 FREE 
coupons page to receive your 1st £55 Winnings FREE so you can test this U P A 
auction without even spending a single penny 

P.S. You walk into Marks & Sparks. You are looking for a nice jacket on the rail. 
There’s one priced at £100. Above it is a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will 
be £89 tomorrow … so you decide the discount is worth waiting for … next day you 
return and there’s a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will be £78 tomorrow 
– Do you buy it now, before somebody else pips you to the post or let it go another 
day? Multiply this by 19,833 items with 100’s of lots you’re probably missing from 
your collection … and ALL offered with NO BUYER’S PREMIUM + GUARANTEED  

so, don’t delay, start now, request your catalogue 

…can cost less than you 
Y favourite stamp is probably the same as my wife’s – the GB PUC £1. 

…can cost less than you …can cost less than you 

Reader: That’s all very interesting Andrew, but where is this going ..?
When I was, theoretically, growing up (in my teens) 

you could ask me the retail price of virtually any 
British commemorative set (think ‘special issue’ for the 
indoctrinated) and I would know it as black is to white. 
But nowadays, in value terms, what is black and what 
is white? – courtesy perhaps more  than anything of the 
internet … so much is ‘grey’ and blurred around the edges 
… that ‘retail’ price depends more than ever upon the 
quality of what is being retailed and no longer does one 
price fit all … Just search on-line for an ‘Agatha Christie’ 
booklet – don’t look at what sellers wish for – look at 
reality – click ‘completed’ – far fewer do … actual ‘sold’ 
prices can be 50% of each other 

… now look at fixed retail prices, consider the postally 
valid ‘face value’ and finally the ‘catalogue’ value … you 
could be forgiven for throwing your arms up in the air. The 
point is making sense of it all … not just for ‘bog standard’ 
commodity price items but for stamps with character – 
generally pre-QEII and pre 1950 / 1940 classic stamps of 
which they’re not making any more (excepting on-line 
auction offers of modern fakes/reproductions) … so it 
follows that if you can be confident of just four things: 
1. the supplier is real and reputable (and internet ratings 
only tell part of the story), 2. the quality is as described, 
3. the price is realistic against comparison, 4. You have a 
reliable guarantee … then that’s the way for you to go … 

But to realise your dream maybe there’s another way for you to 
go so that … turning philatelic dreams into reality may cost  

you less than you think
 I don’t believe in ‘one price fits all different qualities’ 

or grades. Life doesn’t work that way, otherwise we’ll be 
upgrading ‘in between’ stamps to higher grades – which is 
an accusation often levelled at retailers. Even with up to  19,833 
different lots each stamp/cover/collection in our auction is 
individually described and valued. 

NO, the solution is in accepting that if something  
does not sell it is not worth the price that is being asked  
… so the answer for you is to utilise my unique  

‘U P A Reducing Estimate System’. I can’t take any 
plaudits for coming up with this system – it took me 20+ 
years in our philatelic industry to realise that unless one 
was unscrupulous most dealers profit lies in the stock 
presented in front of you – and if it is not selling then they 
will have no money to buy new stock to show you … so I 
decided I didn’t want to spend my life looking at stamps 
not selling … it did take a little ‘grit’ to see if my ideas 
would work … but 

realising 
 Collector 

 in our last auction 

 You are looking for a nice jacket on the rail. 
There’s one priced at £100. Above it is a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will 
be £89 tomorrow … so you decide the discount is worth waiting for … next day you be £89 tomorrow … so you decide the discount is worth waiting for … next day you 
return and there’s a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will be £78 tomorrow 
– Do you buy it now, before somebody else pips you to the post or let it go another 

 items with 100’s of lots you’re probably missing from 
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM + GUARANTEED 

decided I didn’t want to spend my life looking at stamps 
not selling … it did take a little ‘grit’ to see if my ideas 

realising 

 in our last auction 

 You are looking for a nice jacket on the rail. 
There’s one priced at £100. Above it is a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will 
be £89 tomorrow … so you decide the discount is worth waiting for … next day you 
return and there’s a sign saying if this jacket is not sold today it will be £78 tomorrow 

REQUEST  
YOUR FREE  

CATALOGUE

Put Your 1st £55 FREE towards a high value?

Massive Choice: £1.9 Million

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS (SCM 07/17)
4 The Old Coalyard, West End Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK

Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297
www.upastampauctions.co.uk  Email: info@upastampauctions.co.uk

Massive Choice: £1.9 Million
Massive Choice: £1.9 Million

so, 
your collection … and 
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NO BUYER’S PREMIUMS, NO POSTAGE, NO CREDIT CARD CHARGES – SAVES YOU UP TO 27% +
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UPA – The Collectors’ Secret Weapon
Unsolicited Testimonials:

This is a miraculous service … super prompt and perfect solutions … I will be bidding in (U P A #)60 if 
there are items I need   (RF USA)

Not satisfied, You’re Joking, a very thorough bidding process, great follow up and fast delivery. 
I am more than happy with my last bidding transaction. Well done, could not be more pleased 
  (PF Malta)

NO buyer’s premium makes it so much easier for bidders especially when you have good material (BK 
Glos)

It is great that while running a successful auction you find time to send nice emails and act to 
the best interests of the hobby. Thanks, it is very refreshing  (DW USA)

Thank you for the superb catalogue – here are my bids   (TF Norway)

Absolutely loved the catalogue, great reading on cool fall days here in Northern BC.  
Thank-you  (JC Canada)

Congratulations on another brilliant 999 gram catalogue!   (BM Australia)

Long may the unique U P A flourish as a blessing to collectors   (HP USA)

I have enjoyed browsing your beautifully-produced catalogue and made several successful bids  (MS 
Cheltenham)

I am a collector of long-standing, Andrew, and I still find your stamp tips most helpful and in-
formative. Many thanks for sharing your knowledge (AB B. Hill UK)

 Thank you – very honest of you – but I’ve come to expect that from U P A! (KB Sheffield)

 May I say, as a new customer, the catalogue is magnificent and the pleasure it gave me in 
scouring through it will only be matched by my delight at receiving the stamps at such a good 
price – and of course the expectation of receiving the next catalogue in due course  
 (KS Spalding)

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the pleasure I have enjoyed from U P A and 
the hard work you all do to produce such a work of art (AE Wirral)

 I was very pleased with the results of my bids at the last two auctions. Have been tempted to 
come up with a much increased number of bids this time. Very impressed with the catalogue 
 (DM Norfolk)

 I received my parcel with my winning bid of wildings. I was over the moon as it was my first time at 
doing an Auction like this. I was quite surprised I actually won anything. I will be so looking forward 
to the next auction   (GS Northants)

 I love your catalogues, but since I only collect xxxx viewing it on-line works great for me. I wish 
you continued success. I love your business model   (AC USA)  

 Once again, your catalog is superb. I particularly appreciate your precise descriptions (CJ California) 
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TEST UPA £55 OFFER – NEW
 TO UPA? UK COLLECTOR AGED 18+

 - YOU QUALIFY – DEPLOY YOUR £55 OFF COUPON – REQUEST FREE CATALOGUE AT COUPON PAGE NOW
 …
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...delivering  with NO Buyer’s Premium

...and absolutely ALL 19,833 lots Guaranteed
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...delivering  with NO Buyer’s Premium

...and absolutely ALL 19,833 lots Guaranteed 85

Independent On-line Testimonials may be viewed on-line 
at STAMPBOARDS.com … Topic thread: Anyone dealt 
with Universal Philatelic Auctions, UK?

 “My dealings with UPA have been quick and pleasant. I especially liked the £55
discount, which I wrongly thought was some kind of gimmick. That was a nice 
little gift.”
 “Just had my first dealings with UPA this month. Absolutely delighted. Won
 some lovely items at decent prices (no rip off premium), got 55 quid discount as 
a first time bidder, and they let me pay up in instalments. Definitely the most
user friendly auction experience I’ve come across so far.”
 “I’ve been bidding in UPA’s auctions almost for nearly 10 years now, never had 
a problem. As they’ve grown larger (both in number of lots sold and number of
bidders in each auction) the time taken to process each auction has grown, but
 I’ve always received any purchases within 10 days of the close.”
 “I’ll chip in here as well and say they are a decent firm. Not only is their £55
 discount off your first order a decent one (I know someone who got a great stamp
 almost for free in the last auction) but they also have a ‘no quibble’ guarantee.
When I won something last year that wasn’t as described it was refunded
 immediately.”

 Massive Philatelic Choice Guaranteed 
PLUS £55 OFF Your 1st Winnings simply complete any 
convenient £55 FREE coupon or contact UPA in any 
way TODAY. Please Do it NOW so you can take my £55 
OFF offer while you are thinking about it. You’ve nothing  
to lose and at least £55 worth stamps of Your choice to 
gain ... 

so please Start by requesting YOUR free catalogue NOW 
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GREAT BRITAIN
(listed in every issue)

001 Racehorse Legends, six values

Issue date: April 6, 2017; Design: Together 

Design, from paintings commissioned by Royal 

Mail from Michael Heslop; Printer: International 

Security Printers, offset; Perforations: 14.25 x 

14; gummed sheets of fifty (2 x 25)

1st (65p) - Frankel

1st (65p) - Red Rum

£1.17 - Shergar

£1.17 - Kauto Star

£1.40 - Desert Orchid

£1.40 - Brigadier Gerard

£1.57 - Arkle

£1.57 - Estimate

002 Songbirds, ten values

Issue date: May 4, 2017; Design: Osborne Ross, 

from illustrations by Federico Gemma; 

Printer: International Security Printers, offset; 

Two phosphor bands; 

Perforations: 14.35 x 14.35; gummed, printed 

in two se-tenant strips of five designs

1st (65p) - Great Tit, Parus major
1st (65p) - Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes
1st (65p) -  Willow Warbler, 

 Phylloscopus trochilus
1st (65p) - Goldcrest, Regulus regulus
1st (65p) - Skylark, Alauda arvensis
1st (65p) - Blackcap, Sylvia atricapilla
1st (65p) - Songthrush, Turdus philomelus
1st (65p) - Nightingale, Luscinia megarhynchos
1st (65p) - Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus
1st (65p) - Yellowhammer, Emberiza citrinella

BAHAMAS
(previously listed in February 2017 issue)

003 Marine Mammal Research Organisation 

(MMRO), second issue. Whales, four values

Issue date: April 10, 2017; 

Design: Andrew Robinson; Printer: Cartor, offset; 

Perforations: 13.25 x 13.5

15c -  Sperm whale, Physeter 
macrocephalus

50c -  Short-finned pilot whale, 

Globicephala macrorhynchus
65c -  Blainville’s beaked whales, 

Mesoplodon densirostris
70c -  Dwarf sperm whale, Kogia sima

CYPRUS
(previously listed in December 2016 issue)

004 Christmas 2016, three values

Issue date: November 17, 2016; 

Design: Marianna Iacovu and Nicolas 

Ladommatos; Printer: Matsoukis, Greece, offset; 

Perforations 14 x 14

€0.34 - String of Christmas lights

€0.41 -  Decorated Christmas tree 

(stylised design)

€0.64 -  Icon showing Adoration of the Kings, 

originally from Panagios Faneroimeni 

(Church of the Purgatory), Nicosia, 

now in Byzantine Museum, Nicosia

Notes: each value was printed in sheetlet of 
eight, with illustrated borders

005 Cyprus, Chairman of the Council of 

Europe (2017), one value

Issue date: November 167, 2016; Design: 

Alexandros Neofytou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, 

Greece, offset; Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€1.00 -  Emblem of the Chairmanship, from 

graphic by Manolis Emmanouil

Notes: printed in sheetlet of eight (4 x 2)

006 Flora of Cyprus. Wild Flowers, 

three values

Issue date: February 16, 2017; Design: Melani 

Efstathiadou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, Greece, 

offset, in sheets of eight; Perforations 14 x 14

€0.34 - Crocus, Crocus hartmannius
€0.41 - Thistle, Carlina pygmaea
€0.64 -  Centaurea akamantis (endangered, 

confined to the Akamas peninsula)

007 Refugee Welfare. Tax stamp, one value

Issue date: February 16, 2017; Design: as 2015 

refugee tax stamp, changed colours; Printing: 

offset; Perforations: 14.5 x 14. Stamp is dated 

‘2017’ at lower right

€0.02 -  Refugee woman and barbed wire. 

Brown-blue and pale grey-blue

008 60th anniversary of Cyprus Television, 

one value

Issue date: March 24, 2017; Design: Panayiota 

Epiphainou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, Greece, 

offset, in sheet of eight; Perforations: 14 x 14

€0.34 -  Test card for colour TV service

Notes: TV broadcasts commenced 1957, 
operated by Cyprus Broadcasting Service, then 
by CyBC, a government corporation, in 1960

009 50th anniversary of the Cyprus Medical 

Association, one value

Issue date: March 24, 2017; Design: Xenia 

Christtodoulou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, 

Greece, in sheet of eight; Perforations 14 x 14

€0.41 -  Stethoscope, and logos and 

human torso forming 50th 

anniversary emblem

010 Centenary Year of Lions International 

associations, one value

Issue date: March 24, 2017; Design: George 

Papaionnou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, Greece, 

in sheet of eight; Perforations: 14 x 14

€0.64 -  ‘100’ and Lions International 

Emblem (badge, head of lion)

011 Paphos, European Capital of Culture 

2017, three values se-tenant

Issue date: March 24, 2017; Design: Nicos 

Ieradiaconou; Printer: Veridos Matsoukis, 

Greece; Perforations: 14 x 14

€0.64 -  Coastline of western Cyprus near 

Paphos (Pafos), with sea stacks 

known as Aphrodite’s Rock

€0.64 -  Capital of Culture 2017 logo 

(stylised sun) and sea view

€0.64 -  The House of Theseus (remains 

of Roman villa and temple) within 

Paphos Archaeological Park 

(UNESCO World Heritage Site)

CYPRUS 
(Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus)

(previously listed in November 2016 issue)

012 Ethnographic Objects, two values

Issue date: September 22, 2016; Design: 

Körel Sönmezer; Printer: State Printing Works, 

Lefkosa, offset; Perforations: 13.75 x 13.75

1.60TL -  Traditional kitchen, with range, 

shelves and sideboard (crocker), 

table and chairs, heater

2TL - Traditional bedroom

013 Water Supply Project, 

one value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: October 17, 2016; Design: Körel 

Sönmezer; Printer: State Printing Works, 

Lefkosa, offset; Perforations: none (imperforate)

Miniature sheet 4TL - Relief map of Turkey 

and Cyprus, indicating route of projected 

underwater supply pipeline

Issue notes commissioning of the pipeline, and 

is a joint issue with Turkey postal service

New stamps

In-depth listings Your comprehensive guide to the
latest new stamps from around the world
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014 The Cyprus Honey Bee, Apis mellifera 
cypria, three values

Issue date: November 24, 2016; 

Design: Huseyin Bíllur; Printer: State Printing 

Works, Lefkosa; Perforations: 13.75 x 13.75

Sheetlet (2 x 2):

1TL x four copies - Cyprus honey 

 bee on purple flower

Sheetlet (2 x 2):

1.50TL x four copies - Cyprus honey 

 bee on pink flower

Sheetlet (2 x 2):

20TL x four copies - Cyprus honey 

 bee on yellow flower

FALKLAND ISLANDS
(previously listed in January 2017 issue) 

015 Shipwrecks

Issue date: March 27, 2017; 

Design: Tony Chater; Printer: Cartor, offset; 

Perforations: 13 x 13

31p -  Acteon (Connecticut, USA, 

scuttled Stanley, 1853)

76p -  Charles Cooper (Canada, 

 beached 1866)

£1.01 -  Afterglow (Lowestoft drifter, hit reef 

1940 when serving as armed vessel 

HMS Afterglow) design includes 

birds, perched on hulll)

£1.22 -  Capricorn (freighter from South 

Wales, deliberately scuttled in 

shallow water off Staten Island 

to put out fire in her cargo of 

 coal, 1882)

JERSEY
(previously listed in May 2017 issue)

016 Ancient Artefacts of Jersey, eight values 

and a stamp booklet

Issue date: April 11, 2017; 

Design: TPA Agency, Jersey; Printer: Cartor, 

France, offset with varnish layer; Perforations: 

14 x 14; Gummed sheets of ten

Sheet stamps:

49p -  Golden torque of 1st century AD, 

from La Câtillon hoard 

(of Celtic artefacts)

63p -  Rotary quern (hand-sized, used for 

grinding), found at La Hougue Bie 

and dated to 1st century BC

73p -  The St Lawrence Pillar, an 

ancient Roman pillar re-used as 

a gravestone, c600AD - 800AD, 

located inside Parish Church of 

 St Lawrence

79p -  Bronze dagger, from Le Câtel de 

Rozel, dated to 1st century AD

90p -  Stone (flint) arrowhead from Le 

Grand-Pressigny, dated to between 

2650 and 2250BC

£1.07 -  Silver and gilt brooch, found at the 

site of the Priory on offshore islets 

of Les Écréhous and dated to 

14th century

£1.32 -  Bronze statue of 2nd century AD, 

possibly representing 

Hercules or Mercury

£2.52 -  Bronze age axe head, dated to 

between 1500BC and 800BC

Prestige booklet, sold at £16.90:

contains four gummed panes, two different 

contents, each with four stamps in se-tenant 

horizontal strips, stamps in different sequence.

Cover depicts artefacts and maps, 

as stamp subjects

Notes: the 73p is inscribed ‘SEPAC’, noting 
the Small European Postal Administrations 
Cooperation topic for 2017 of ‘handicrafts’
Backgrounds to all values, and the booklet 
cover, bear details from an old map of Jersey

017 The Royal Legacy of Queen Victoria. 

King George VI, six values and a 

miniature sheet

Issue date: May 12, 2017; 

Design: True North, from photographs; Printer: 

Joh. Enschedé, offset; Perforations: 13.25 x 14, 

or 14.1 x 13.9 (miniature sheet).

49p -  King George VI in naval 

 uniform, 1937

63p -  King George VI inaugurating the 

Empire Exhibition, 1938

73p -  King George VI in army uniform, 

saluting, 1941

79p -  King George VI seated, in 

 uniform, 1943

90p -  King George VI, wearing medals, 

perusing the royal stamp 

 collection, 1944

£1.07 -  King George VI, wearing a suit, with 

one of the family dogs, 1948

Miniature sheet £2 - King George VI 

broadcasting to the nation after the outbreak of 

war, 1939

£2 King Edward VIII in naval uniform

Border: sculpture of Queen Victoria

NEW ZEALAND
(previously listed in June 2017 issue)

018 Chinese Lunar New Year. Year of the 

Rooster, four values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: January 17, 2017; 

Design: Asiaworks; Printer: RA Printing, 

Australia, offset; Perforations: 13.5 x 13

$1 -   Chinese character for 

‘rooster’ (calligraphy)

$1.80 Rooster as paper cut-out

$2.20 Rooster 

$2.70 -  Chinese-style lantern, and Auckland 

War Memorial Museum (2017 

location for Lantern Festival)

Miniature sheet - contains the four values, 

in se-tenant strip

Border depicts Chinese characters

019 The Southern Lights, six values and a 

miniature sheet

Issue date: February 8, 2017; Design: Jonathan 

Gray, from photographs (the many colours are 

summarised here only); Printer: Southern Colour 

Print, offset, or offset with silver foil (miniature 

sheet); Perforations: 14.58 x 14

(A) stamps from sheets of 25

$1.00 -  Southern lights (Aurora Australis), 

green and deep purple, and 

Observatory building

$1.80 -  Southern lights, orange and 

 yellow green

$2.00 -  Southern lights, orange and lemon, 

and Mt St John Astronomical 

Observatory (University 

 of Canterbury)

$2.20 -   Southern lights, pink, 

orange and white

$2.70 -  Southern lights, red and purple

$3.30 -  Southern lights, deep 

red and emerald

(B) Miniature sheet (3 x 2 se-tenant): 

$1.00, $1.80, $2.00, $2.20, $2.70 and $3.30 

as sheet stamps but incorporating silver foil

020 The Great War. 1917: The Darkest Hour, 

ten values and two miniature sheets

Issue date: April 5, 2017; Design: Strategy 

Design and Advertising, from archive 

photographs and documents; Printer: Southern 

Colour Print, offset; Perforations: 14.4 x 14.6.

Sheetlet: contains (5 x 2 se-tenant)

$1.00 -  Portrait of Ellen Knight of 

Dannevirke, mother of ten (three 

sons were killed in the war)

$1.00 -  From Egypt to Jerusalem’: NZ troops 

outside Middle Eastern structure

$1.00 -  Sling Camp, Wiltshire (training and 

recuperation camp on Salisbury 

Plain): detail of postmarks on a letter 

or postcard

$2.20 -  New Zealand troops at the Battle of 

Messines Ridge, 1917 (precursor to 

battle of Passchendaele)

$2.70 -  SS Port Kembla, a merchant ship 

carrying war supplies, which was 

sunk by a German mine, 17km off 

Farewell Spit (NW tip of 

South Island, NZ)

New stamps
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$1.00 -  Tank on battlefield, Battle 

 of Messines

$1.00 -  Plastic surgery - New Zealander 

Harold Gillies at Queen’s Hospital, 

Kent, in 1917 (pioneered facial 

reconstruction operations)

$1.00 -    Battle of Passchendaele: 845 NZ 

lives were lost October 12, 1917, 

deadliest day in New Zealand’s 

military history

$2.20 -  Social change on the home front: 

headline, and argument over the 

Six O’Clock Closing regulation 

(introduced by 

 temperance supporters)

$2.70 -  ‘A changing workforce’ - scene 

in clerical office, illustrating 

employment of women

Border depicts coastal storm

Miniature sheet: six stamps, $1.00 portrait of 

Ellen Knight; $1.00 NZ troops in Middle East; 

$1.00 Sling Camp postmarks; $2.20 Battle of 

Messines; $2,70 SS Port Kembla; $1.00 tank in 

battle of Messines

Miniature sheet: four stamps, 2 x 2 se-tenant, 

$2.20 Battle of Messines; $2.70 SS Port 

Kembla; $2.20 6 o’clock closing; $2.70 social 

change (office workers); $1.00 Sling Camp 

(postmarks);

$1.00 tanks in battle; $1.00 Harold Gilles 

at Queen’s Hospital, Kent; $1.00 Battle of 

Passchendaele 

Miniature sheet borders depict press cuttings on 

Flanders battles

Booklet (sold at $39.90): contains twelve 

minisheet panes 115mm x 180mm with 

rounded corners

ten panes each with a single stamp, one pane 

with four stamps (2 x 2), and one pane with six 

stamps (2 x 3)

Booklet cover: Ellen Knight

Notes: booklet imitates soldier’s pocket-book, as 
first three booklets issued to remember 1914, 
1915 and 1916
Stamps in the booklet are as miniature sheet 
stamps, but in differing se-tenants

021 Freshwater Fish, five values

Issue date: March 1, 2017; Design: Stephen 

Fuller; Printer: Southern Colour Print, offset; 

Perforations: 14.4 x 14

$1.00 - Lowland Longjaw or ‘pencil’ Galaxais

$1.00 - Redfin Bully or Toitoi

$2.20 - Longfin Eel 

$2.70 - Lamprey

$3.30 - Torrentfish

Miniature sheet: contains five values as sheet 

stamps (rows of 2,2,1)

022 Te Hohu Exhibition, Wellington, 

three values

Issue date: May 17, 2017; Design: Spencer 

Levine; Printer: Southern Colour Print, offset; 

Perforations: 14.28 x 14.47

$1.00 -  He Whakaputanga o te 

Rangatiratanga o Nu Tireni / 

Declaration of Independence of the 

United Tribes of New Zealand

$2.00 -  Te Tiriti o Waitangi –  

Treaty of Waitangi, 1840

$2.20 -  Women’s Suffrage Petition -  

Te Petihana Whakamana Poti 

Wahine, 1893

Notes: the Exhibition (opened May 20, 2017 
nat the National Library) and stamp designs 
note key documents in New Zeland History. Two 
stamps feature a historic and modern figure - 
reflecting the relevance of the documents both 
at the time they were signed and today. The 
third stamp, Te Tiriti o Waitangi, 
reflects partnership.

POLAND
 (previously listed in February 2017 issue)

023 24th Grand Finale of The Great 

Orchestra of Christmas Charity, one value

Issue date: January 5, 2016; Design: Jerzy 

Owsiak, Gawel Andrzejewski and Kaarzyna 

Sasis; Printer: PWPW, offset and screenprinted 

(raised print); stamp is perforated in a heart 

shape, perf 11.5, within a label, and is 

composite with label and sheet border

Sheetlet - contains

2.35zl x six copies -patterned heart 

with inscription

Notes: fund-raising multi-venue public 
performance event and telethon

024 Poland, Winner of the EHF European 

Men’s Handball Championship, two values in 

a sheetlet of six stamps

Issue date: January 15, 2016; 

Design: Agnata Tobolczyk; Printer: PWPW, offset; 

Perforations: 11.5 (approx)

Sheetlet - contains

2.35zl x three copies - 

forward shooting, and ball

5zl x three copies - hand on ball

Notes: all stamps are circular format, and each 
copy is set at a different angle, either side of 
perforated gutter labels

025 Wrocław, European Capital of Culture 

2016, one value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: January 16, 2016; Design: 

Alexander Pietrzak (computer graphic montage); 

Printer: PWPW, offset; Perforations: 11.5 x 11.5 

with elliptical cut-outs on horizontal sides

Miniature sheet 5zl - Wrocław Market Square 

as seen from tower of St Elizabeth Church, with 

superimposed map of the waterway and canal 

network, plus logos

026 Definitive. Flower, one value

Issue date: January 20, 2016; Design: 

Marzanna Dabrowska; Printer: PWPW, gravure; 

Perforations 11.5 x 11.75. Sheets of 100

50gr - Cornflower, Centaurea cyanus

027 250th anniversary of the first coinage 

released by the Warsaw Mint, one value 

Issue date: January 21, 2016; 

Design: Agata Tobolczyk; Printer: PWPW, 

gravure; Perforations 11.5 x 11.5

Sheetlet - eight stamps and one label

2.35zl -  Allegorical figure, seated with shield 

before city buildings (after early 

Warsaw mint coin or medal)

028 50th anniversary of the first successful 

Kidney Transplant in Poland, one value

Issue date: January 22, 2016; 

Design: Agata Tobolzzyk; Printer: PWPW, 

gravure; Perforations: 11.5 x 11.5

1.75zl -  Two trees, whose canopies merge to 

form a kidney shape

029 National Remembrance Day for the 

anti-Communist Resistance Fighters, 

known as the ‘Cursed or Unlucky Soldiers’, 

one value

Issue date: February 28, 2016; Design: 

Marzanna Dabrowsa; Printer: PWPW, gravure; 

Perforations: 11.5 x 11.75; non-denominated

A (2zl) -  Partisan soldier of the unofficial 

resistance to the Soviet-backed 

Communist regime, with Polish flag 

on his armband

030 Easter 2016. Painted Easter Eggs,  

three values

Issue date: March 3, 2016; 

Design: Agnieszka Sankiewicz; Printer: PWPW, 

gravure; Perforations 12 x 11.5

2zl -  Egg from the Hutsul or Huzulen 

ethnic area in the Carpathians, 

painted black with an orange cross 

decoration

2.50zl -  Egg from the Lemken culture, 

painted black with streamers, 

flowers and hearts

6zl -  Egg painted purple with heart  

and cross decoration

031 History of Polish Photography, fifth 

issue, four values se-tenant in a sheetlet

Issue date: May 23, 2016; Design: Agata 

Tobolzyzk; Printer: PWPW, offset; Perforations: 

For daily stamp updates, and to sign up for our e-newsletter, visit the Stamp & Coin Mart website: www.stampandcoin.co.uk
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11.75 x 11.5, with elliptical 

cut-outs on horiz. sides

2zl  Summer in Warsaw (1966) by 

Jan Kosdowski, 1922-1992, 

photographer in a crowd taking 

 a photograph

2.50zl  Tram and Bicycle Riders (1963) by 

Jan Kosdowski, showing couples on 

scooters and motorcycles passing 

electric tram

2zl  Construction of a Thermal Power 

Plant (1961), by Wiesław Prazuch, 

1925-1992, workers on scaffold

2.50zl  First May Day Parade in Warsaw 

(1953) by Wiesław Prazuch, 

marchers holding giant letters which 

read METRO

032 The Christianisation of Poland, 1,050th 

anniversary, one value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: March 30, 2016; 

Design: Charles Tabaka; Engraving: Przemyslaw 

Krajewski; Printer: PWPW, recess and gravure; 

Perforations 11.5 x 11.25

Miniature sheet 6zl - Missionary standing beside 

a cross, preaching to crowd, from a print after a 

painting by Jan Matejko, 1838-1893

033 Extraordinary Year of Mercy. Jubilee of 

Mercy, one value

Issue date: April 2, 2016; Design: Maciej 

Jedrysik; Printer: PWPW, gravure, in sheets of 

12 (4 x 3); Perforations 11.5 x 11.5

2.50zl - Painting, Compassion of Christ

034 Centenary of the Legia Warsaw Football 

Club, one value

Issue date: April 20, 2016; Design: Agnieszka 

Sanciewicz; Printer: PWPW, offset, in black with 

additional gold lettering; Perforations: 11.5 x 11

6zl -  Team photograph (from early 

years of Club): includes men 

in military uniform

035 Definitive. Flower

Issue date: April 22, 2016; Design: Marzanna 

Dabrowska; Printer: PWPW, gravure; Perforations 

11.5 x 11.75. Sheets of 100

10zl - Poppy (red)

036 Europa 2016. ‘Think Green’, one value

Issue date: May 9, 2016; Design: Doxia 

Sergidou, Cyprus; Printer: PWPW, offset, in 

sheets of nine; Perforations: 11.5 x 11.5 with 

elliptical cut-outs on horiz. sides

5zl -  Hand with roller recolouring a 

landscape, including buildings, 

parkland, cyclist and wind turbines, 

from black to green

037 World Youth Day, Cracow, Poland, 

one value

Issue date: May 10, 2016; Design: Agnieska 

Sanciewicz; Printer: PWPW, gravure; 

Perforations: 11.5 x 11.5

(A) sheets of fifty stamps

2.50zl -  Montage of Pope Francis (after 

photograph) with young people

(B) sheetlet 

2.50zl x four copies  - Montage of Pope Francis 

(after photograph) with young people

Border: Cracow churches, and inscription in 

gold lettering

(C) Miniature sheet - Composite 

design with border

6zl -  Pope Francis (drawing, adapted from 

motif of 2.50zl stamp)

Border depicts young people (drawings) and 

inscriptions in white

038 Bicentenary of the University of 

Warsaw, one value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: May 13, 2016; Design: Karol 

Tabaka; Printer: PWPW, offset; Perforations: 

11.5 x 11.5 with elliptical cut-outs on 

vertical sides

Miniature sheet 5zl - view of the ‘Glyptothek’ 

(sculpture repository), a hall flanked by classical 

columns, with statues, after monochrome print

039 Polish Animated Films, 

two values in a sheetlet of four

Issue date: May 20, 2016; 

Design: Aleksadra Pietrzak, from cartoon; 

Printer: PWPW, gravure; Perforations: 11 x 11

Sheetlet (2 x 2) - contains (in chequer 

formation)

2zl x two copies - Dog collecting eggs in basket, 

after shooing chicken away

2zl x two copies - Dog as an artist, holding a 

paint brush, explaining its actions to 

dismayed chickens

Border depicts mock sprocket 

holes of a filmstrip

PORTUGAL
(previously listed in June 2017 issue)

040 500th anniversary of the Torre de 

Belém, Lisbon, 

three values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: July 9, 2015; 

Design: Folk Design; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium, offset; Perforations: 12 x 11.75 with 

cross cut-outs on vert. sides

€0.45 -  Tower of Belém (architectural 

drawing), and King John II

€0.72 -  Tower of Belém flying a flag, and 

fishing boats (from painting by 

Évrard Chauveau, 1660-1739); 

hippopotamus (emblem)

€2.00 -  Tower of Belém (modern 

photograph, in evening light), and 

Fairey F-III-D Mk II float ‘plane

Miniature sheet €2.00 - modern photograph of 

Tower of Belém in evening light

Notes: the fortified tower on the fringe of the 
Tagus Estuary, also known as Tower of St 
Vincent, in the Parish of Santa María de Belém

041 EuroPostal Cooperation 2015. Sailing 

Boats of the Mediterranean, 

three values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: July 9, 2015; Design: Carlos M 

Carvalho; Printer: INCM, offset; Perforations: 

11.9 x 11.9 with cross cut-outs on vert. sides

€0.45 - Canoa do Alto 

€0.72 - Calão

€0.80 -  Canoa da Picada

Miniature sheet €1.80 - caíque and galeão 

sailing side by side

Border carries line drawings of the five boat 

types and their specifications

Notes: part of the Euro Postal international 
omnibus for 2015. Portugal has no 
Mediterranean coastline

042 40th anniversary of the institution of 

the Portuguese Ombudsman, 

one value and a miniature sheet 

Issue date: July 15, 2015; Design: João 

Machado; Printer: Cartor, France, offset; 

Perforations: 11.75 x 12, cross cut-outs on 

horiz. sides

€0.45 -  Family, and ‘House’ of the 

Ombudsman; anniversary emblem

Miniature sheet - €2.00 ‘House of the 

Ombudsman. Border: red, white, orange and 

black birds in tree (symbolical)

043 UNESCO recognised Intangible Cultural 

Heritage. Gastronomy and Diet, 

four values and a miniature sheet

Design: Folk Design, depicting cooked dishes 

on plates; Printer: INCM (The Mint), offset; 

Perforations: 12 x 11.75 with cross cut-outs on 

vert. sides

(A) sheets of fifty stamps

€0.45 - Carapais de escabeche

€0.45 - Sopa de beldrogas

€0.72 -  Cozipo da grão com peras (cooked 

grains with pears and cheese)

€0.80 - Groas de batat doce

(B) miniature sheet - composite 

design with border

€1.80 -  Caloceirada de poluo (a sea food 

stew with octopus). Border: recipe 

and ingredients
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044 150th anniversary of the formulation of 

the Laws of Inheritance by Gregor Mendel, 

two values

Issue date: August 4, 2015; Design: Elizabete 

Fonseca, Design&etc; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium; Perforations: 11. x 11.9 with cross 

cut-outs on horiz sides

€0.45 -  Gregor Johann Mendel, 1822-1844, 

his research notes, pea plant

€1.00 -  Research notes showing rows 

of peas to show inheritance of 

characteristics; portrait of Mendel, 

pea plant

045 ‘Questão Coimbra’: 150th anniversary 

of the School of Coimbra (intellectual  and 

poetic movement), two values  

and a miniature sheet 

Issue date: August 12, 2015; 

Design: B2 Design, after portraits and 

photograph; Printer: INCM (The Mint), offset; 

Perforations: 11.9 x 11.9

€0.45 -  Antonio Feliciano de Castilho, 1800-

1875, writer, polemicist, educator. 

Portrait and manuscript notes

€0.55 -  Antero de Quental, 1842-1891, 

poet, writer and critic, social 

reformer. Portrait and  

manuscript notes

Miniature sheet €1.80 - five doyens of Questã 

Coimbra (Eca de Queiroz 1845-1900; Oliverira 

Martins 1845-1894; Anthero de Quental 1842-

1891; Ramalho Ortigão 1836-1915 and Abilio 

de Guerra Junqueiro, 1850-1923), students and 

lecturers at the University

046 Fruits of Portugal,  

six values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: September 1, 2015; Design: 

Terraprojectios Studio (Natali Nacimentos). 

Perforations: 11,75 x 12, with cross cut-out on 

horiz. sides; Sheets of fifty

€0.45 -  Chestnuts from Tras-os-Monte, 

Castana sativa. Chestnut and leaves

€0.45 -  Cherries from Cova da Beira: 

cherries on branch with 

 single blossom

€0.55 -  Pears of Oresta: full and half-pear, 

flowering branch

€0.55 -  Oranges from Algarve: orange, half-

orange and flowering sprig

€0.72 -  Bananas from Maderia: two bananas 

and banana leaves

€0.80 -  Pineapples from the Azores: 

pineapple and pineapple slice

Miniature sheet - contains six values and 

designs as sheet stamps

047 Giovanni (Don) Bosco, 1815-1888, one 

value and a miniature sheet

Issue date: September 3, 2015; 

Design: Miguel Mendes; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium, offset; Perforations: 11.75 x 12, with 

cross cut-outs on horiz. sides

€0.40 -  Portrait of the Italian priest and 

educator (later canonised), 

 with children

Miniature sheet €2.50 - portrait photograph and 

signature (composite with sheet border)

048 Theresa of Ávila, 1515-1582, 

one value and a miniature sheet

Issue date: September 11, 2015; 

Design: Design&etc; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium, offset; Perforations: 11.75 x 12, with 

cross cut-outs on horiontal sides

€0.45 -  Saint Theresa as a Carmelite nun in 

Spain, holding Rule book (detail from 

a painting by Alexandrino de Carvalho, 

1729-1810

Miniature sheet €2.50 -  

detail of manuscript from Rule.

Border: Theresa of Ávila (Teresa Sánchez de 

Cepeda y Ahumada 1515-1582) writing, and 

vision of angels

049 Portuguese National Programme of 

Vaccination, three vending label designs

Issue date: September 17, 2015; Design: 

Francisco Galamba; Printer: Litho Formas (base 

label), denominations by thermography, in grey

Self-adhesive vending machine labels:

† Vaccination syringe. Dull blue  

 background to syringe

† Adult with child.  

 Green background to figures

† Medicinal cross (in white). Blood red  

 background to cross

Notes: philatelic distribution was principally 
of sets of seven pre-printed labels (in each 
design), in denominations €0.45, €0.60, €0.62, 
€0.72, €0.90 and CORREIO AZUL €0.55, €2.35

050 Mar Português (The Portuguese Sea): 

resources, economy and research, four 

values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: September 17, 2015;  

Design: Atelier B2; Printer: INCM (The Mint), 

offset; Perforations: 11.75 x 12, with cross-cuts 

on vert. sides

€0.45 - Tourism: kite-surfer, surfer, diver,  

 seabirds, wharf

€0.52 - Fishing industry: fishing vessel, fish  

 in nets, fish enclosure

€0.72 - Sea transport: harbour cranes  

 loading a container ship, and  

 container ship underway

€0.80 - Energy resources: oil and gas  

 exploratory rig, tanker, wind turbines

Miniature sheet: composite design with border

€2.00 - Exploration of natural resources:  

 research diving capsules (composite  

 design with border, which also  

 shows ships deploying research  

 capsule, and surveying of ocean bed  

 with robotic camera

051 ‘Portugal and Ceuta: 600 Years of 

History’, two values and a miniature sheet

Issue date: September 28, 2015; 

Design: Design&etc; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium, offset; Perforations: 12.9 x 12.9, cross 

cut-outs on horiz. sides

€0.55 - Church of Santa María de Africa  

 in Ceuta, plus map of western Iberia  

 and the northern coast of Africa

€1.00 -  Manzana dei Revellin Cultural Centre  

 (modern building), Ceuta, and map  

 of north-west Africa (including  

 Algarve and Cadiz regions of Iberia)

Miniature sheet - contains

€2.50 -modern) the Muralhas Reais (sea walls 

of fortress of Ceuta), and panorama of Ceuta 

after 17th-century copper-engraved prints by 

Frans Hogenberg and Georg Braun

052 175th anniversary of Associaçião 

Mutualista Montepio, two values and a 

miniature sheet

Issue date: October 1, 2015; 

Design: Design&etc; Printer: bPost Stamps, 

Belgium, offset; Perforations: 12.9 x 12.9, cross 

cut-outs on vert. sides.

€0.45 - Wood carving of a pelican with  

 chick, by Franklin de Oliveria, 1940

€0.80 -  Family group photograph (c1970s),  

 and reinforced money box

Miniature sheet €2.50 - Montepio building in 

Lisbon, c1940s

Notes: financial mutual and social assistance 
group, now multinational banking corporation, 
Caixa Económica Montepio Geral

For daily stamp updates, and to sign up for our e-newsletter, visit the Stamp & Coin Mart website: www.stampandcoin.co.uk
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070

New stamps

070

A

Administration & government: 022

Americana: 015

Ancient world: 011, 016

Animals: 001, 010, 017, 039, 040

Archaeology: 011, 016

Architecture: 018, 020, 025, 036, 038, 040, 042, 051, 

052

Art: 001, 004, 028, 030, 032, 033, 036, 037, 038, 

039, 051

Astronomy: 019

Aviation: 040

B

Banking & finance: 027, 052

Battles: 020

Beaches & coasts: 011

Bees: 014

Bicycles: 036

Birds: 002, 015, 018, 052

Boats: 041

British history: 001, 008, 017, 020, 022

C

Canadiana: 015

Cartoons: 039

Castles & fortifications: 040, 051

Children: 047

Christmas: 004

Churches: 025, 037, 051

Cinema: 039

Cities: 025, 027, 031, 037, 040, 051, 052

Coins: 027

Conservation: 003, 014

Construction: 013, 031, 040

Costume: 016

Crafts: 012, 016, 018

D

Design: 008, 023, 030

Disasters: 007, 015, 020, 029

Diving: 050

Dogs: 017

E

Education: 038, 045, 047

Engineering: 013

Environment: 002, 003

Ethnography: 030

Europa: 036

Europe: 005, 011, 025

F

Family: 042, 052

Fish: 021

Fishing: 040, 050

Flags: 029, 040

Flowers: 006, 014, 026, 035

Folklore: 012, 018, 030, 031, 043

Food & drink: 039, 043, 046

Football: 034

Fruit: 046

Furnishings: 012

G

Gardens & parks: 026, 044

Gastronomy: 043, 046

Geology & landforms: 011, 013

Gold: 016

Government: 008, 017, 027, 042, 049

Greetings: 004, 018

H

Hands: 024, 036

Health: 009, 020, 028, 049

Hearts: 023

Horses: 001

Human rights: 022

Hydrology: 013

I

Insects: 014

International cooperation: 005, 011, 013, 025, 041

Inventions: 008, 008, 012, 020, 027, 050

J

Jewellery: 016

K

Kites: 050

L

Law: 022, 042

Lighthouses: 040

Lions International: 010

M

Maps: 013, 016, 051

Marine life: 003, 021, 050

Medals: 027

Medicine: 009, 020, 028, 049

Military: 020, 029, 034

Minerals: 050

Museums & galleries: 012, 016, 018, 030, 038

Music: 023

Mythology: 016

N

National Parks & reserves: 011, 019

Naval: 015, 017

P

Paintings: 032, 033, 040, 051

Papacy: 037

Personalities: 017, 020, 034, 037, 040, 044, 045, 

047, 048

Photography: 015, 017, 019, 031, 034

Physics: 019

Plants: 044

Politics: 005, 029

Ports & harbous: 015, 050, 051

Posts: 020

Power: 036, 050

Press & publishing: 045

R

Religion: 016, 032, 033, 037, 044, 047, 048

Religious art: 004, 016, 030, 032, 033

Rivers: 025

Royalty: 040

S

Sailing: 041

Saints: 047, 048

Science: 019, 028, 044, 050

Sculpture: 016, 027, 038, 052

Second World War: 015, 017

SEPAC: 016

Ships: 015, 020, 041, 050, 051

Sport: 001, 024, 034, 050

Stamp collecting: 017

T

Tax stamps: 007

Telecommunications: 008

Temples: 011

Tools: 016

Tourism: 011, 050

Trade: 015, 050, 052

Trams: 031

Transport: 031

Trees: 028, 046

U

UNESCO: 011, 043

Uniforms: 017, 029

Universities: 038, 045

V

Vending machine labels: 049

Views: 011, 015, 025, 040

W

Weaponry: 016, 020

Welfare & charitable organisations: 007, 010, 023, 

042, 047, 049

Windmills: 036

Women: 020

Woodcraft & woodwork: 012, 052

Writers: 045, 048

Y

Youth: 004, 037

Use the list below to cross reference the new stamps listed in this issue against your theme
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A new holographic coin showing the Larsen 
B ice shelf, which collapsed 15 years ago, 
has been issued by Pobjoy Mint on behalf of 
British Antarctic Territory. 

The £2 coin, which has been minted to a 
limited issue of 2,002, features a hologram 
on the reverse side, showing the section of 
the Larsen B ice shelf which has collapsed; 
the ice shelf retreats as the coin is tilted. 
The rim of the coin has been designed with 
a cracked ice border, further reinforcing 
the theme of global warming and the 
importance of protecting our planet. The 
obverse of the coin carries a portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth II.

The Larsen Ice Shelf is a 
fringing ice shelf which stretches 
from the Weddell Sea along to the Antarctic 
Peninsula. In 2002, some 3,250 square 
kilometres of the ice shelving collapsed, 
disappearing into the ocean within a week, 
despite its 220m thickness.

The collapse came just seven years after 
the collapse of the Larsen A ice shelf, and the 

C section of the shelf is also at risk. This is 
the fourth largest ice shelf in Antarctica and 
now has a rift measuring more than 130km. 
Scientists estimate that this shelf will collapse 
some time during 2017.

For more information on the coin, visit 
the Pobjoy Mint website: www.pobjoy.com 

Coin update

New holographic coin highlights
global warming dangers

Canadian collector coin recalls WWI battle
The Royal Canadian Mint has issued a silver collector coin to 
honour and remember Canada’s soldiers involved in the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge during the First World War. 

The reverse of the silver coin, which was designed by Canadian 
artist Pandora Young, depicts the battle showing ‘the relentless 
artillery fire supporting Canadian troops in the innovative 
“creeping barrage” advancing towards Vimy Ridge on the horizon. 
A close-up of a lone Canadian soldier, his face purposely omitted to 

symbolize all Canadians 
at the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge, stands in the 
foreground.’ The obverse 
of the coin features the 
gold-plated effigy of 
King George V, Canada’s 
reigning monarch 
throughout the First 
World War.

Canada’s Bill Morneau, 
Minister of Finance, 
said: ‘This coin is a 
moving tribute to the 

service and sacrifice 
of those who bravely 
fought and prevailed 
at Vimy Ridge, when 
Canada and its Allies 
needed them.’

Sandra Hanington, 
President and CEO of 
the Royal Canadian 
Mint, said: ‘As a 
moment etched in 
Canadian history, as 
well as a permanent 
memorial to all 
Canadians who were 
lost or wounded in France during the First World War, Vimy Ridge 
has a special place in the hearts of Canadians which this coin will 
preserve for generations to come.’

The Battle of Vimy Ridge has a limited mintage of 10,000 and 
is priced at $112.95. A two-dollar circulation coin commemorating 
the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge will be launched 
by the Mint in the autumn.

Issue details

Issue date: 22 May 2017

Diameter: 38.60mm

Weight: 28.28g

For more information on Pobjoy Mint, 

visit their website: www.pobjoy.com 
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Sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up

Auction highlights

The recent sale of the George Cassim Collection of Modern Greek 
Coins and Banknotes at Spink included an Otho (1832-62) lepton 
coin of 1846, minted in Athens, featuring a crowned shield, and on 
the reverse the value in a wreath.

SOLD FOR £1,800

The recent Toovey’s auction included a William and Mary half-crown 
from 1689, from the first reverse type. William III and Mary II ruled 
jointly from 1689 until Mary’s death in 1694 and currency of the 
period featured conjoined busts of the rulers. The coin was from the 
estate of the late Alistair Morris.

SOLD FOR £160

A ‘historically consequential’ 8 escudos gold coin of Peru was recently 
sold by Daniel Frank Sedwick. The coin was produced in 1837 and 
features a ‘sunface’ engraving. The lot description stated: ‘In short, 
the present coin is a shining gem, a true work of numismatic art 
that can be appreciated by both the casual collector and the serious 
numismatist alike. Its design and execution rival that of the exalted 
1907 high-relief St Gaudens double eagle of US coin fame, but with a 
rarity closer to the famous 1933 St Gaudens double eagle!’

SOLD FOR £25,314

Artists invited to design 
Apollo 11 coin

The United States Mint has announced a call for artists to 
design the obverse of the commemorative coin honouring the 
first manned moon landing. 

The Apollo 11 Fiftieth Anniversary Commemorative 
Coin Program celebrates ‘the innovation and bravery of the 
successful mission and the fallen astronauts who preceded 
that endeavour’. The competition invites artists to design a 
common obverse image with the winning artist set to receive 
$5,000 and have his or her initials included on the coins. 

David Motl, Acting Principal Deputy Director of the 
United States Mint, said: ‘The success of the crew and the 
team behind Apollo 11 nearly fifty years ago holds special 
meaning to Americans. The Apollo 11 Commemorative 
Coin Design Competition presents a unique way for 
artists to capture the sense of pride for such an enormous 
accomplishment, while also memorialising fallen astronauts.’

The final winner will be announced in 2018. The common 
reverse will depict a representation of a close-up of the ‘Buzz 
Aldrin on the Moon’ photograph taken on 20 July, 1969, which 
shows the visor and part of the helmet of the famed astronaut.

The coin program will be composed of four coins, 
including $5 gold coins, $1 silver coins, half-dollar clad coins, 
and five ounce silver proof coins. The set will also mark the 
first time that a curved version of a five ounce silver coin is 
produced and offered by the United States Mint.

Museum wins award
for coin hoard appeal

The St Barbe Museum & Art Gallery in Lymington has 
received a fundraising award after running a successful 
campaign to keep the entire Boldre Hoard at the museum. 

The Boldre Hoard of Roman coins was discovered at a farm 
in 2014 and was sent to the British Museum for analysis. It 
was then suggested that some of the rarer items be kept in 
London, prompting the team at St Barbe Museum & Art 
Gallery to launch a fundraising campaign to keep the entire 
set of 1,608 coins together in Hampshire. 

TV historian Dan Snow, who helped publicise the 
campaign, said: ‘I am so excited that the Boldre Hoard will be 
staying here in the New Forest where it belongs. The museum 
will be able to do it justice thanks to the amazing amount of 
money raised in this campaign.’

Find out more at: www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk
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Out & about

Your quick reference guide to the York Stamp & Coin Fair

York Coin Fair - July 2017

First Floor - Coin and banknote dealers

A.H. Baldwin Ltd   48

AMR Coins    49

Anthony Halse   42

B. Frank & Son    36

Bedrock Collectables Ltd   5

Bonhams   32

British Banking History Society 46

Bucks Coins   6

Chris Dixon    61

Colin Cooke   34

Colin Rumney   13

DRG Coins & Antiquities   41

David Craddock   50

David Turner   4

Den of Antiquity   3

Dix Noonam Webb   51

Ernie Brooks   2

GM Coins   25

George Rankin Coin Co   22

Ian Gradon   7

Jan Ruijs   53

John Cummings   55

John Newman   58

K & M Coins   23

KB Coins   11 

Knightsbridge Coins   33 

Lindum Colonia   26

Lloyd Bennett   43

Lockdale Coins   20

London Coins   19 

M. Veissid & Co   44

Mark Rasmussen   40

Michael Beaumont   27

Michael McAndrew    21

Mike Stark   54

Mike Vosper   9 

Moore Antiquities   31

Nigel Mills   16 

Pam West     14 

Paul Davies   10

Peter Morris   28

Paul Revell   39

Richard Gladdle   17

Rick Coleman    57

Rob Davies   47

Roger Outing   24

Saltford Coins    8

Scot Mint    56

Silbury Coins   18

Simon Monks   12

Sovereign Rarieties   38

Studio Coins   15

Token Publications Ltd   30

Tony Hall    59

Tony Spink   29 

Victory Coins    45

Weighton Coins   37

Wessex  Coins   52

West Essex Coin Investments 1

Yorkshire Numismatic Society  60

Friday 21st (11am-6pm) and Saturday 22nd July (10am-4pm) 

The Racecourse, York, YO23 1EX

See stamp 
dealers list 

and floorplan 
on page 65

p096YORK_scmjuly2017.indd   96 26/05/2017   15:59



97JULY 2017www.stampandcoin.co.uk

Coins on 
a budget
This month’s bargain coin was 
purchased for £15 at an antique and 
collectors fair, writes Ed Archer. 
It is a five peseta piece of King 
Alfonso X111 which was struck in 
silver .900 as against Sterling Silver 
which is of higher quality .927.

The obverse of the coin has a 
boy’s portrait on it which is quite 
unusual. Alfonso XII died prior to 
his son’s birth, so was effectively 
king from birth. His mother 
Christina of Austria remained 
regent until he was sixteen years 
old, in 1902.

The inscription on the obverse is 
‘Alfonso XIII Por La G De Dios’ which 
translates as ‘Alfonso XIII for the 
glory of God’. This reflects the close 
connections that the Spanish monarchy 
had with the Catholic church.

On the reverse is the inscription 
‘Rey Const De Espana’, this means 
‘The duly constituted king of 
Spain’, a title reflecting the late 
19th-century Carlist Wars that had 
split the country.

The crown shield is of interest. 
First the twin pillars with the 
inscription ‘Ne plus ultra’ (no 
further), represents the pillars of 
Hercules, Gibraltar. The shield itself 
represents the four kingdoms of 
Spain: Castile, Leon, Aragon and 
Navarre. Finally the connection with 
the French Bourbon kings is seen in 
the oval featuring a fleur de lys.

Coin update

Internet auctions
Your quick reference price guide to recent coin and banknote 

sales on the popular internet auction site delcampe.net

Buy and sell on Delcampe, more than 50 million collectables are waiting for you! 

http://www.delcampe.net

SOLD FOR £857
France, 1 franc ‘Semeuse’

Castelsarrasin 1914 XF

SOLD FOR £434
France, Silver Ecu Louis XV Paris 1724

SOLD FOR £326
Australia, Sovereign of Victoria 1870 

Sydney gold coin

SOLD FOR £446
Byzantine Empire, Honorius, Ravena gold coin

SOLD FOR £412
Sardinia, 1/2 Scudo 1792

Vittorio Amedeo III 1792 silver coin

SOLD FOR £240
India Hyderabab State, 1 Rupee

SOLD FOR £213
Belgium, 5 francs 1919 FDC overprinted SPECIMEN

SOLD FOR £258
Italian, 5 Euro FDS RADAR note

SOLD FOR £206
Burma, 5 Rupees 1948 FDC

SOLD FOR £498
Russia, 5 Rubles Nicholas I St-Petersburg 

1852 gold coin VF
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Wyon & Pistrucci

In the 19th century The Royal 
Mint was privileged to have 
two of the finest engravers and 
medallists who ever worked 
on coins of both Great Britain 

and its Empire. William Wyon 
belonged to a family of engravers and 
medallists which came from Cologne 
in Germany in the reign of George 
II. The second distinguished engraver 
was Benedetto Pistrucci, born in 
Rome on 29 May, 1783. 

William Wyon
William Wyon came from a family 
who had a long and distinguished 
connection with the Tower Mint 
throughout the 19th century, and 
William Wyon was known for his 
design work on coins and stamps. His 
career spanned the years 1815-1851.

A talented pairing
Ed Archer looks back on the beautiful coins and medals produced by renowned engravers William Wyon 

and Benedetto Pistrucci, both of whom worked for The Royal Mint during a golden era in the 19th century

Born in 1795 William Wyon was as a 
teenager apprenticed to his father Peter. 
Realising his gift for engraving, the 
elder artist sent his son to the Royal 
Academy where he gained several silver 
medals for life classes. He didn’t look 
back and by the age of just 21 had won 
a gold medal from the Society of Arts 
for a medal depicting the head of the 
goddess Ceres.

It was not long before William was 
signed up at The Royal Mint helping 
his uncle Thomas Wyon the elder, who 
would have been succeeded by his son 
Thomas Wyon Junior. However his son 
predeceased him.

On Thomas Junior’s death the 
post of Chief Engraver went out of 
the family to Benedetto Pistrucci. 
William complained bitterly about 

this appointment as he thought 
that he should have been chosen. 
Eventually a compromise was found; 
William Wyon was made Chief 
Engraver and Benedetto Pistrucci 
was made Chief Medallist. The Mint 
could boast the services of two very 
talented individuals.

William made a substantial number 
of excellent medals from the reign of 
George III to the mid-Victorian era. 
In fact he was the most prolific of all 
the famous medallists in the early 19th 
century. One of his earliest medals 
was for the Eglington Tournament in 
Ayrshire, Scotland in 1819. The Earl 
of Eglington had an eccentric idea of 
reviving Medieval Tournaments but he 
failed to take account of the vagaries of 
the Scottish weather. The tournament 

Below: William Wyon's 

1837 medal to mark 

Queen Victoria's visit to 

the Guildhall was later 

adapted for the Penny 

Black postage stamp
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was a total washout but the medal for 
this event was issued despite the failure 
of the whole event. 

It was in the Victorian period that 
William Wyon reached the pinnacle of 
his career as a medallist as he was given 
the title RA on 10 February, 1838. 
His subject matter was very varied, 
whether it was a medal given to Queen 
Victoria on the occasion of her visiting 
the Guildhall in London to designing 
a medal for the Great Agricultural 
Show in Glasgow. Most of these medals 
were executed in bronze though he did 
produce some beautiful examples in 
silver and white metal.

Many of the silver medals were 
produced for the Royal Navy, a few 
others for the Army. One of the finest 
medals was the Nanking medal struck 
in 1842 at the end of the First Opium 
War. The piece showed a lion devouring 
a dragon, but it was never issued as it 
was considered too insensitive.
Even at the end of his life William 
Wyon was still producing a series of 
fine medals for the Great Exhibition in 
1851, one of the most important and 
anticipated events of Victoria’s long 
reign attracting literally millions of 
visitors to London.

It is clear that Wyon had a great 
influence on the design of British coins 
as this was an important part of his 
work at the mint. Wyon’s contribution 

in this area started in 1830, when he 
designed the effigy for the coins of 
William IV based on the work of Sir 
Frances Chantrey. But his work on the 
coins of Victoria was to be long lasting. 
In 1838 he introduced the young head 
which featured on Victorian coins from 
1838 to 1887. This shows that British 
coins followed his designs even after he 
had died in 1851. Admittedly this was 
made possible by the fact that his son 
continued his father’s work at the mint. 
Wyon’s designs were also used for a 
wide variety of imperial coins including 
the Victorian silver rupee for India.
Of course, Wyon’s influence extended 

to stamps. In 1840, the Penny Black 
sported a William Wyon design. 
Without doubt this was a good decision 
as the Penny Black is regarded as the 
best designed Victorian stamp, the same 
basic design being used for the two 
penny blue and the penny red.

Benedetto Pistrucci
Born in Rome in 1783, Benedetto 
Pistrucci was to learn the art of 
engraving cameos during his time in 
the Italian capital; an area of expertise 
in which he excelled. From cameos 
Benedetto moved on to engrave gems 
under Nicolo Morelli; then Benedetto 
quickly established his own business 
of making portrait cameos. It was 
as a cameo designer and maker that 

Wyon was made Chief Engraver 
and Pistrucci was Chief 

Medallist… The Mint could 
boast the services of two very 

talented individuals.

p98 Pistrucci and Wyon.indd   99 30/05/2017   10:49



100 JULY 2017 www.stampandcoin.co.uk

he arrived in London in 1815 after 
spending some time in Paris.

It was in 1815 that Benedetto 
Pistrucci got his big break after being 
introduced to Wellesley Pole who was 
master of the mint. Soon he proved 
himself and it was not long after that he 
was offered the post of chief engraver 
at the tower mint after the death of 
William Wyon’s uncle Thomas Wyon 
in 1817. Naturally William Wyon and 
his family resented this foreigner getting 
this position but, as detailed, the 
solution seemed to satisfy all parties.

Pistrucci is best known for his 
George and Dragon design which was 
used on the sovereigns, half sovereigns 
and crowns as part of the great 
re-coinage programme that started in 
1817, but coins designed by Pistrucci 
were not issued until 1818. Pistrucci 
also created some special limited edition 
coins including five pound pieces and 
two pound pieces for George III. Then 
in 1825 Pistrucci ceased to be involved 
directly with the manufacture of coins. 

However, Pistrucci was by no means 
idle as he spent the rest of his life 
working on medals and cameos. Of 
these the most famous is the Waterloo 
medal commissioned by the Duke of 
Wellington in gold, silver and bronze. 
The idea was that the medals should be 
given to all the participating monarchs, 
ministers and generals involved in the 
Waterloo Campaign. Unfortunately the 
work of preparing the dies and striking 
the medals took 33 years! By 1850 
only one of the principal participants 
in the Waterloo campaign was left and 
that was the Duke of Wellington. The 
delay was due to worries about harming 
Pistrucci’s dies when the medals were 
struck. Eventually these problems were 
overcome and a very impressive medal 
was created.

Even after his death Pistrucci’s George 
and the Dragon design was continually 
used on sovereigns and half sovereigns 
especially those struck in recent times as 
bullion pieces. His design was in effect a 
hallmark of quality.

Since Pistrucci’s iconic George and 
Dragon design has been more or less 
in constant use for 200 years, it was 
decided by The Royal Mint to strike 
a special sovereign this year; a fitting 
commemoration of one of Britain’s 
finest medallists and designer of coins.

Penny designs showing the 'young head' of Victoria

The famous 'George and the Dragon' Pistrucci Sovereign design; the intricately designed Waterloo medal again by Pistrucci

Pistrucci medal designed for Prince Albert 1838; William Wyon's design for the Nanking medal in 1842

Wyon & Pistrucci
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Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for coin and banknote collections, 
British and worldwide and for coins and notes of individual value. Our customer base 
is increasing dramatically and we need an ever larger supply of quality material 
to keep pace with demand. The market has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act.

Free Valuations
We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation   
of your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private   
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property  
 in our next specialist public auction.  

Free transportation 
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to  
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline   
our offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

Free Visits
Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or  
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections.  
Please telephone for details.

adVisory days 
We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting
the following towns within the next few weeks,
Huntingdon, Chichester, Andover, Nottingham, Bexhill on Sea,  
Bedford, Warwick, Tunbridge Wells, Borehamwood, Bicester,  
Skipton, Wigan, Slough, Melton Mowbray, Carmarthen,  
Cardiff, St. Helens and Congleton.
Please visit our website or telephone for further details.

excellent prices
Because of the strength of our customer base  
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel  
sure will exceed your expectations.
 

act now
Telephone or email  
Richard Beale today with  
details of your property.
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Roman coins

May of us know that 
Nero persecuted 
Christians. Most of 
us can also recall his 
claim that Christians 

had started the devastating fire that 
destroyed much of Rome in AD68. 
What few of us realise, however, is that 
three centuries would then elapse before 
Rome finally embraced Christianity as 
the official religion of the Empire. That’s 
about the same number of years to have 
passed since the Great Fire of London 
in 1666 down to the present-day. What, 
you might ask, were the alternative 
deities and religions to which the Empire 
clung so loyally during that period? 
Here are a dozen examples from many:

Jupiter
Second only to the deification of the 
Emperor came worship of Jupiter or Jove 
(genitive form), supreme god of official 
state religion practiced throughout the 
Empire. It was Jupiter himself who decreed 
that offerings and sacrifices should form 
part of all religious ceremonies. He was 
also regarded as present in spirit whenever 
humans pledged oaths or made promises. 
To this day we retain the archaic phrase 
'By Jove!' to emphasise a declaration. He 
was also god of the skies and the bringer of 
thunder, and we usually see him on coins 
holding a thunderbolt and his sceptre to 
signify his regal status.

From Pagan deities 
to the Chi-Rho

Steve Webb looks at some of the images on Roman coin reverses during the decades that culminated in 
the Empire’s adoption of Christianity as its official religion

Sol Invictus
It translates as 'The Unconquered Sun', 
whose worship achieved official status in 
the late Roman Empire when Sol became 
a patron of all ranks in the Roman army.  
The god Mithras also often carried the 
title Sol Invictus on coins and other 
inscriptions; but Mithraism never 
achieved the status of an official religion. 
Sol is usually depicted on coins wearing 
a radiate crown; holding a sphere which 
may represent the sun or the earth; and 
carrying a whip. His arms are often raised 
towards the heavens; and he sometimes 
drives a chariot. 

She-Wolf
She was believed to have suckled the 
twins Romulus and Remus, sons of Mars; 

one of whom (Romulus) later founded 
the Eternal City. Some of the earliest 
coins struck at Rome displayed the scene 
which appeared on Republican and 
Imperial issues. 

Taurus
Belief in astrology powerfully controlled 
the lives of millions throughout the 
Empire who worshipped Zodiac gods at 
shrines and altars, or gazed heavenward 
to observe the positions of their stars and 
constellations. With coin designs at their 
disposal emperors often used reverses 
to record astrological messages. If you 
come into possession of a Roman coin 
displaying a Zodiac animal; especially a 
bull, ram, goat or lion, look carefully at 
the coin’s surface for small stars, circles, 

From left: on this bronze follies of Licinius I (AD 308-324) the reverse is occupied by Jupiter holding a thunderbolt and leaning of his 

sceptre. At his feet an eagle carries a victory wreath. Licinius I ruled as co-emperor until his assassination on the orders of Constantine 

I, who then ruled as sole emperor; on this coin of Constantine the Great the reverse depicts Sol Invictus with his radiate crown and 

holding a sphere while gesturing towards the heavens

From left: this is a silver argentus of Maxentius, (AD 306-312) It was struck at Rome circa AD 307 and depicts the She-Wolf suckling 

the twins; on the reverse of this bronze coin of Julian II (AD 360-363) Taurus, the Zodiac bull, is shown with two stars above his horns. 

They indicate the conjunction of the planets Venus and Mars in the skies above the constellation of Taurus in May 360, the year in 

which Julian II became Emperor. He remained true to the ancient gods and to his belief in Astrology until he died from battle wounds 

while fi ghting the Persians in 363

On this bronze follis of Licinius I (AD 308-324) Genius is seen carrying a 

cornucopia and holding out a patera to receive an offering from the Emperor
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annulets and the tails of comets. Emperors 
displayed them as messages confirming to 
their subjects a date that the heavens had 
predicted as an auspicious event.

Genius
Romans believed that a genius, which 
we would probably call a guardian angel, 
accompanied each individual devotee from 
cradle to grave; offering protection and 
good fortune in return for worship and 
a sacrificial offering. No Roman would 
embark on any undertaking or important 
event without first propitiating his/her own 
genius and the genii loci (gods of the place) 
that might be on guard and watching. 
Emperors, too, had their personal 
gods, often identified in coin legends as 
'GENIO AVGVSTI', and shown holding 
attributes such as a cornucopia and a 
patera, which was a bowl in which an 
offering might be placed.
 
Annona
Imperial Rome was home to tens of 
thousands of poor and jobless whose only 
possession of any value was probably a 
tessera (metal or ceramic ticket) entitling 
each, as a citizen, to a daily handout of 
grain that enabled them to survive until 
the next day’s distribution. The Emperor 
and his patrician supporters at the top of 
Rome’s social hierarchy paid for grain to 
feed Rome’s thousands of poor, who lost 
their appetite for revolt once they had 
filled up on grain gruel. The goddess who 
presided over the daily grain distributions 
was Annona, divine personification of 
the grain supply to the city of Rome. 
On coins she often cradles a cornucopia 
in her arms and stands alongside a 
modius (grain measure) and the prow 
of a transport ship to signify imported 
grain brought to the city thanks to the 
generosity of the Emperor. 

Fortuna
Despite the protections and benefits that 
worship of other gods might bring, all 
human lives were subject to the whims of 
Fortuna and her endless wheel that could 
turn unexpectedly to bring prosperity or 
disaster. She invariably appears on coins 
accompanied by her wheel, the memory of 
which we keep alive today every time we 
mention a Wheel of Fortune. 

Mars
Although Mars could claim first place 

among the military gods of the Roman 
army, civilians worshipped him as the 
father of Romulus, founder of Rome. To 
them he was father of the Roman people 
whose prowess in battle secured peace 
throughout the Empire. On coins he is 
often shown nude or semi-nude wearing 
an ancient helmet and armed with spear 
and shield. Almost identical portraits of 
him can be found on coins from the late-
4th century BC to the 4th century AD. 
His spear, kept in one of his temples at 
Rome, was believed to vibrate when war 
or other dangers threatened. It was said 
to have shaken violently just prior to the 
assassination of Julius Caesar. 

Juno Moneta
Our word money comes from the name 
of this goddess, who protected Rome’s 
state funds. The city’s earliest mints 
were located within her temple; and her 
attributes seen on coins include a pair of 
coin scales and a cornucopia.

Fides
Personifying loyalty, she was the goddess 
of trust and bona fides (good faith). At 
one of her temples in Rome the Senate 
stored signed state treaties made with 
nations beyond the Empire’s borders. 
On coins she is depicted as a young girl, 
often holding a military ensign, and with 
fruits or grain in her other hand.

Virtus
Derived from the Latin word vir 
(man) Virtus originally personified 
manly courage in battle and carried 

connotations of bravery and masculine 
strength when facing an enemy. 
Emperors laid claim to such traits 
when they depicted Virtus on their 
coins; but in the late Empire Virtus 
also came to symbolize virtuous 
characteristics such as self-control, 
temperance and prudence. 

Anubis
In AD 323 Constantine the Great, who 
had seen the vision of a heavenly cross 
on the eve of a famous victory, decreed 
that Christians would no longer suffer 
persecution; that they might practice 
their religion alongside other faiths. In 
AD 380, in the reign of Theodosius 
(AD 379–395), Christianity was 
declared the official state religion. Up 
to that date many pagans persisted 
with their own beliefs and practices, 
including Emperor Julian II (AD 360-
363) who continued to sacrifice bulls, 
to feature pagan imagery on his coins, 
to outlaw Christianity, and to re-open 
pagan temples.

The Labarum
During the short reign of Jovian (AD 
363-364) pagan imagery on coins was 
swept away, replaced by (among other 
symbols) the Labarum, a military 
standard displaying a christogram – the 
Chi-Rho formed of the first two letters 
of the name of Christ. In AD 391 
paganism was outlawed and temples 
abandoned across the Empire. 

Images courtesy of the Wildwinds Database.

From left: On this bronze antoninianus of Diocletian (AD 285-305) Annona holds ears of corn over a modius while supporting a 

cornucopia on her other arm; This billon follis of Constantius I (AD 293-305) has a reverse on which Fortuna and her wheel appear with 

a ship’s rudder and a cornucopia to signify the goddess’s power to navigate a devotee’s fate towards fair weather or towards foul

Above: from left: on this 

gold aureus of Maxentius 

(AD 306 - 312) Mars is 

seen in military attire. 

The legend declares 

Mars to be the preserver 

of both the Empire 

and the Emperor; on 

this bronze follis of 

Maximianus Herculius 

(AD 286 – 305) we see 

Juno Moneta holding 

coin scales and a 

cornucopia
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The focus in the site 
was a group of barrows 
that had interested the 
landowner Edith Pretty, 
who instigated a survey 

of some of the mounds in 1938, and 
followed this up with an excavation 
of Mound One in 1939. What was 
found has been termed the greatest 
single discovery in the history of British 
archaeology. Key to the dating of the 
richly-furnished boat burial, was a 
purse of gold coins. 

The coinage, which was imported 
from continental Europe in the post-
Roman period, represents an important 
transitional phase in the story of coin 
use in the British Isles. In AD410 the 
Roman legions were recalled from 
Britannia, ending the official transfer 
of coins from the central empire to its 
western island province. The last of 
these were of Constantine III (407-11). 
It would be two and a half centuries 
before coins were minted in England, 
but in the intervening period imported 
coinage was used in certain contexts. Late 
Roman coins and copies of them enjoyed 
limited use up to around the 470s, as 
revealed by a hoard from Patching in 
Sussex. However, there is minimal 
evidence until the emergence of 
Merovingian imports in the 7th 
century. Prior to this very few 
gold coins are known. Many of 
them have been converted into 
coin jewellery and were found 
in graves, or probably came from 
disturbed grave sites, while others are 
full coins. These come from a number of 
sources. Most common are coins of the 
Byzantine Empire or their ‘pseudo-
imperial’ imitations, and those 
from Visigothic Gaul and Spain. 
Occasionally silver or even copper 
pieces are found, from Byzantium, 
Vandalic Africa, Ostrogothic Italy 
and even Sassanid Persia. But the 
largest group of coins come from 

The gold coins in the 
Sutton Hoo ship burial
This month we look at the coins from one of the most impressive and important archaeological 

treasures ever excavated in Britain—the Sutton Hoo ship burial—located in the Deben Valley of Suffolk

British Museum EXCLUSIVE Inside the British Museum Coins and Medals Department

the moneyer who produced them. The 
coin illustrated is one of the pieces from 
Sutton Hoo. It is attributed to the 
mint of Arverno (Clermont-Ferrand) 
and copies imperial prototypes on 
both sides. The Merovingian coinage 
was ultimately the inspiration for the 
first gold coins minted by the Anglo-
Saxons, and led to the establishment of 
the widespread silver currency of the 
seventh and eighth century.

Francia, and it is a group of these that 
were recovered at Sutton Hoo.

The group comprised 37 Merovingian 
gold tremisses, three blanks and two 
ingots (as pictured above). The tremissis 
was one-third of a solidus. Early 
commentators interpreted the coins as 
an early medieval example of ‘Charon’s 
obol’, an ancient Greek custom in which 
a coin was interred with a body to pay for 
the deceased person’s passage across the 
River Styx. In the case of Sutton Hoo, the 
coins were thought to have been intended 
as payment for the forty oarsmen who 
rowed the ship to the afterlife. One of 
the arguments put forward to support 
this was that each of the coins came from 
a different mint, and thus had some 

symbolic function. Recent scholars 
have debunked this interpretation, 
citing the fact that Merovingian coins 
were struck at an astonishing number 
of mints, more than 800, and 
therefore any small hoard is unlikely 

to duplicate mint names. The type we 
find most often are known as the ‘mint/
money’ or ‘national’ series. Generally 
speaking these depict a bust on one side 

and some form of cross on the reverse. 
The bust is typically a devolved copy 
of a Byzantine profile portrait. The 
reverse types are much more varied. 
There is usually an inscription on 

both sides and these tell us where 
the coin was struck and the name of 

Group shot of the Sutton 

Hoo coins

Merovingian tremissis, 

minted at Arverno, 

Puy-de-Dôme (Images 

courtesy © Trustees of 

the British Museum)

The Sutton Hoo finds were 
acquired by the British Museum 
in 1939 and are on display in 
gallery 41; there is also an excellent 
museum at the Sutton Hoo site. 
The coins have received much 
scholarly attention. These are 
summarised and critiqued by 
Gareth Williams, ‘The circulation 
and function of coinage in 
conversion-period England, c. 
AD 580-675’, in B. Cook and 
G. Williams (eds.), Coinage and 
History in the North Sea World 
c.500-1250, (Leiden 2006), and 
Rory Naismith, Medieval European 
Coinage 8, Britain and Ireland, 
c.400-1066, (Cambridge 2017).

The Sutton Hoo finds were 

FURTHER 
READING
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CLASSIFIED ADS
STAMPS

FIRST DAY COVERS

Stamp price list, many sets well worth a 
look. Colin Wilson, 1 Upper Bevendean 
Avenue, Brighton, BN2 4FG, 01273 299045

Bargain boxes, Shoe box packed full of 
GB kiloware unsorted 1000’s of stamps 
only £24.50. GB kiloware 500 grams only 
£12.50. Whole world kiloware 500 grams 
only £15.00. Request 15 FDC’s free with 
order over £20. C Fuller, 89 Vauxhall Street, 
Norwich, NR2 2SD.

G.B. Q.V. lots 1841 - 1900. Good used, 

no damaged / duplication at unbeatable 

1/125th catalogue. £20 lot (CAT. £750) £50 

lot (CAT. £1500+) £100 lot (CAT. £3000+) 

Free postage / lists. COE 42 Trelawny Ave. 

Roughill, Bude Cornwall. EX23 9HB. 

One KG GB charity stamps includes 10% 

foreign mostly modern stamps £15-00 post 

paid UK,  L Bruce, 20 Skippon Way, Norwich 

Norfolk, NR7 ORU. All on paper. 

For sale - quality collections- Walt Disney 

cartoon 300+ stamps all unmounted mint 

short sets. Price £30 S. African homelands 

all different unmounted mint sets catalogue 

£80+ price £35 UK only. Postage paid. 

R Morgan 9 Lon-Y-Wern, Alltwen, 

Pontardawe, Swansea, SA8 3BJ.

World stamps packets from Aden to 

Zanzibar priced from £1 also GB and 

islands, themematics, kiloware, stamps 

hingers £1.50 packet 1000, send for free 

list to Mr F.E. Lees Longchase Moneyrow 

Green Holyport, Berkshire, SL6 2NA. 

Collector selling signes FDC’s and theatre 

handbills low prices many bargains all 

genuine autographs lists available all 

postage paid and excellent condition. Eric 

Freeman 22 Willowtree Park, Willow lane, 

Flookburgh Grange Over Sands, Cumbria 

LA11 7LU.

1,000 world stamp’s £5 2,000 £4. British 

Common Wealth 1,000 £7 and 2,000 at 

£12 and stamp’s on approval at 5p and 10p 

each, 1/2 CAT sets 5. Please send to Mr.B 

Chandler 25 Ribble Road, Stoke, Coventry, 

CR30 1AW.  

ISLE of ANGLESEY CINDERELLA 

STAMPS, www.angleseystamps.com  

Tel: 01407 840171.

Postage £1 for UK orders. Free GB price list. Ray Butcher, PO Box 2, Hunstanton, PE36 6NS (FAST SERVICE)

GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED MINT
X841 ½p 2B ...............0.03
X842 ½p LB .............25.00
X843 ½p CB ...............0.03
X844 1p 2B ................0.03
X845 1p CB ................0.03
X846 1p AOP ..............0.03
X847 1p LB ................0.70
X847 1p RB ................0.85
X848 1½p 2B .............0.03

X849 2p 2B ................0.03
X850 2p AOP ..............0.03
X851 2 ½p CB ............0.03
X852 2 ½p LB ............0.20
X852 2 ½p RB............0.20
X853 2 ½p Pink 2B ...0.04
X854 2 ½p Rose 2B ..0.06
X855 3p Blue 2B........0.04
X856 3p CB ................0.04

X857 3p Red 2B ........0.04
X858 3 ½p 2B ............0.04
X859 3 ½p Olive CB ..0.09
X860 3 ½p Brown CB ..0.38
X861 4p Ochre 2B .....0.04
X862 4p Blue 2B........0.30
X863 4p CB ................0.45
X864 4p RB ................1.05
X864 4p LB ................0.85

X865 4 ½p 2B ............0.05
X866 5p 2B ................0.05
X867 5p CB ................0.85
X868 5 ½p 2B ............0.06
X869 5 ½p CB ............0.06
X870 6p 2B ................0.06
X871 6 ½p 2B ............0.07
X872 6 ½p CB ............0.07
X873 6 ½p RB............0.30

X873 6 ½p LB ............0.12
X874 7p 2B ................0.07
X875 7p CB ................0.07
X876 7p RB ................0.07
X876 7p LB ................0.07
X877 7 ½p 2B ............0.08
X878 8p 2B ................0.08
X879 8p CB ................0.08
X880 8p RB ................0.10

Ray Butcher May.indd   1 16/03/2017   12:05

Email: info@bmclean.co.uk

B. McLEAN
P.O Box 323, ELLON,

Aberdeenshire, AB41 7YA

Visit our online shop at
www.bmclean.co.uk

Free printed price lists for the Scandinavian
countries and Europa issues

Replace from Below ‘Great 
Britain’
 
WITH    
Visit our online shop at
www.bmclean.co.uk
Free printed price lists for the 
Scandinavian
countries and Europa issues
B. McLean,
P.O. Box 323, ELLON,
Aberdeenshire AB41 7YA
Email: info@bmclean.co.uk
 

B McLean December.indd   1 20/10/2015   09:28

WORLDWIDE FDC request 
lists, state interests FDCLTD, 
Nimrod House, Muckhart, 
Dollar FK14 7JH
firstdaycovers@btinternet.com

Free lists
USED STAMPS ONLY

1937 - 2012
From the following countries, 

Individually priced.
Cyprus, Gibraltar and Malta

Gerry Fisher
14 Kelston Grove, Hanham, 

Bristol, BS15 9NL
Tel: 0117 967 1563

4x1 GW Fisher.indd   1 18/11/2016   13:28

AUSTRALIA USED 1996 – 2016
and new issues as they arrive

Single stamps and sets at very reasonable prices

Or try one of my all different ‘Recent Australia’ packets

£100+ catalogue value for £30
£300+ catalogue value for £100

Also Canada and NZ used from 1960s

Please send SAE for up-to-date lists stating 
which lists required

G Wootten
2 Bowmans Court, Melksham, SN12 7FF

G wootten.indd   1 26/04/2017   16:02
Martin Appleton

60 Warwick Road
Basingstoke RG23 8DZ
Telephone: 07787157239

E-mail: martin.appleton@hotmail.co.uk
I buy and sell foreign and commonwealth 

stamps both new and fine used. My stock also 

includes a wide range of thematic material.

m appleton.indd   1 25/3/13   12:17:28UNSORTED STAMPS
1000 Great Britain
500 World
400 British Comonwealth
150 South & Central America
50 Different G.Britain pre 1953
KGVI 1951 Festival High Values set used

£1.00
£1.00
£1.00
£2.00
£1.00
£6.00

Free Postage
Mike Amos

85 Higher Audley Ave, Torquay, South Devon, TQ2 7PG
Tel: (01803) 325604

mike amos   1 17/11/08   14:10:01

Personal Friendly Service
Write now to

Mike Walker, 10 Weston Grove,  
Immingham, N.E. Lincs.DN40 2DE. 
01469 574144 • mjwstamps@aol.com

UDPA Member

200 FREE 
STAMPS

when requesting my approvals

Mike walker.indd   1 09/05/2017   15:09

Free 200 stamps
on requesting my GB & C/Wealth  

approvals. Suit beginner and  
medium collector. Personal service with 
gifts and discounts available. Postal only.  

Robert Laidler 38 Haybrow Cres 
Scalby Scarborough YO13 0SG

Tel 01723 378455

Robert Laidler UPDATED.indd   1 26/11/2015   11:51

RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LIMITED
P.O.Box 1 Lyndhurst, Hants SO43 7PP

Tel: (023) 8028 2044
Fax: (023) 8028 2981

website: www.rushstamps.co.uk
E-mail: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk

FREE PRICE LISTS 
- SEND FOR THE BEST!
1) G.B 1840 to date - 144 pages 
- our latest Rush Express covers, 

sets, singles, FDCs Packs, BkIts C.I 
and I.o.M., Locals etc., (R/E No. 72)

2) British Comm and Foreign - 
A to Z Sets, Thematics, Omnibus, 
Errors and Varieties, Specimens, 

Booklets. (R/E No. 69)

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
- PROMPT SERVICE

92
35

23
.0

4

Rushstamps.indd   1 11/07/2016   14:37

FIRST DAY COVERS
Specialist in Great Britain 

First Day Covers
Free illustrated Price List with over 100 

pages of First Day Covers and
Commemorative Covers

STEVEN RILEY
37 BADGER GATE, THRESHFIELD,

SKIPTON BD23 5EN

Steven Riley.indd   1 3/9/12   16:24:30

W.H.B. DEAN: The Poplars, New Brighton, 
Mold, N. Wales CH7 6QQ.

Tel: 01352 754782
Email: billdean@talk21.com

Do you collect modern used stamps? 
Do you want to purchase single items? 

Do you want to see approval 
selections nicely presented?
Then please write for a selection 

of my approvals, used GB, 
Commonwealth & Western Europe.

ALSO WORLD POSTAL AUCTION SALES
Next sale due soon

Over 400 lots from £5 or more
Please write for free catalogue 

and/or Approvals today

WHB Dean.indd   1 03/10/2016   11:53
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MISCELLANEOUS APPROVALS

Next month in…

Get the issue delivered to your door!
Subscribe, save money and join the S&CM Subs Club 

– we’ll send you a FREE GIFT with each issue of the 
magazine, see page 53 for details of forthcoming gifts.

Beautiful British 
propaganda
envelopes of the 
19th century

ISSUE 
ON SALE 
14 JULY

Don’t miss your FREE set of 
‘The Great War - 100 Years: Change’ 

stamps, courtesy of Jersey Post

Stamp exhibition on the theme of 
freemasonry to celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of freemansonry at the 
Plymouth Guildhall Armada Way PLI 2EL 
on thursday 20th July 10am to 4pm. There 
is also a stamp, coin and postcard fait 
present. Free

THEMATICS

Did you 
know?

Subscribers receive FREE a 

gift with each issue of Stamp 

& Coin Mart, as part of the 

popular SCM Subs Club. 

Find out more on 

page 53 and 

join today!

FREE STAMPS!

WORLD APPROVALS
PRICED BOOKS/CARDS

1850-1980
Commonwealth, Austria, Belgium, 

Denmark, France and Cols, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, USA, S&C America, etc

(Name Countries, used singles, mint sets)
Or worldwide unsorted bags at  
5p, 10p, 20p, 50p per stamps.
Selling over 30 years, clients  

nearly as long!

Price range 10p- £10 approx.
14 days approval at low S.G, 

plus discounts

AMBROSIAN STAMPS,
45 AMBROSE RISE, WHEATLEY,

 OXFORD OX33 1YE

ambrosian stamps.indd   1 22/07/2016   10:10

Held every few months with good selection of GB, 
Commonwealth and World. Also cigarette cards. 
Suit both collectors and dealers. Keen estimates 
and no buyer premiums. Free catalogue from:

G Sharples, 32 Carr Gate,  
Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 1LB

Email:- sharples601@yahoo.co.uk
You won’t regret it!

Tel:- 01253 825464

STAMP POSTAL AUCTIONS

G sharples.indd   1 28/10/2013   14:53

ALL COLLECTORS
ALL risks NO excess

REPLACEMENT VALUE
FOR STAMPS, POSTCARDS, COINS

AND ALL OTHER COLLECTABLES

COLLECTABLE DEALERS COVER.

PUBLIC LIABILITY for

COLLECTOR SOCIETIES

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 

C G I Services Limited
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1PE

mail@.stampinsurance.co.uk
tel: 01392  433 949 fax :427 632
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

ALL WORLD NEW ISSUES & 
MODERN THEMATIC DEALER

10,000+ SETS AND 
SHEETS IN STOCK

W4 Stamps and Collectables
Erwyn Rentzenbrink

271 Chiswick Village,London
W4 3DF, United Kingdom

www.stores.ebay.co.uk/
w4stampsandcollectables

erentzenbrink@hotmail.com
0777 208 3750

Royalty, Queen Elizabeth II, Birds, 
WWI, WWII, Aviation, Concorde, Ships, 

Titanic, Trains, Art, Christmas, Fish, 
Whales, Sharks, Reptiles, Wild Animals, 

Popes, Churchill and many more! 

W4 Stamps 6x1.indd   1 29/04/2016   10:00

Oddments English shilling 1851 “F/GF” 
dark tone £44,00. Greenland 1922 token 
issue ten krone “N.E.F” £90,00 Canada 
1872’H’ twenty-fi ve cents ‘F/GF’ £19,00. 
Ireland 1937 halfcrown  ‘G.Fine’ £55,00 
English 1888 groat “E.F.”+ £38,00 above 
all rare except Candian, 0116 2128669, 
07812490892. 

COINS

AUCTIONS

ADVERTISE HERE!
Contact Sarah

0113 2002925
or email:

sarah.hopton@warnersgroup.co.uk

Postal deliveries of the Wild West

FREE STAMP DEALER DIRECTORY - WORTH £11.99!

WIN! A PENNY BLACK!

May 2017

9
77

09
56

66
22

25

0
5

SUN KINGS
RADIATE CROWN 

COINS EXPLAINED 

SPECIAL REPORT: HOW YOU CANGET INVOLVED

THE FUTUREOF THE HOBBY

WHAT’S BEING DONE TO PROMOTE STAMP COLLECTING

BIRDS ON STAMPSBIRDS ON EARLY 
PICTORIALS

PLUS: IRISH ‘BIRD’ DEFINITIVES IN DETAIL

THE HISTORY OF THE USA’S PONY EXPRESS

ZEMSTVO POST
THE STAMPS OF 

RUSSIA’S LOCAL POSTS

THE ROUBLE
A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
RUSSIA’S COINAGE

GB PREVIEW: NEW RACEHORSE LEGENDS SETp01 Front MAY.indd   1

04/04/2017   09:46

PLUS: Discover more about Jersey’s WWI 
series, and read our in-depth guide to 

collecting WWI centenary stamps

THE HISTORY OF 
SINGAPORE’S 

STAMPS

…AND SO MUCH MORE!

How to collect the KGV
British Empire Exhibition set
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SAM.1. POLAND - small general collection, include - Nazi Occupation 
Concentration Camp issue inscribed ‘Judenpost’ for Lodz Ghetto 
(Litzmanstdt) 10pf Green (unused). We cannot guarantee this item but 
remainder of the collection all seem OK Cheap Price  ...................  £8.75  

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of Anti-TB and Red 
Cross stamps. Also Anti-Malaria stamps Red Cross stamps back 
to the 1940s or earlier up to more recent. With nursing, doctors 
and all forms of medicine. A most interesting subject rarely offered 
for sale ideal for anyone with some medical knowledge to form a 
valuable collection  .......................................................... Price £7   

SAM.9 BRITISH ISLES Wholesale Dealers new issue stock (duplicated) 
all unmounted mint, with many high values, includes Lundy, Summer 
Isles, St Mary’s (Scilly Isles) Gairsay, Gugh, Bardsey Island, Easdale, Sark. 
Only unmounted mint. The face value alone must be £60.00   Price £14  

E32 GREAT BRITAIN - SPECTACULAR ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d value 
(SG71 3) SHIFT OF GOLD COLOUR causing Queen’s head to move over 
to wrong area of stamp. We offer the Gold Head Shift Error superb unmtd 
mint together with normal stamp for comparison ..................Price £4.25 

SJ42 ZEPPELINS: Impressive thematic collection of Zeppelins on 
stamps with airships & balloons. about 100 stamps.............Price £5 

SAM.23 WORLD COLLECTION - All sorts, nice starter lot, with 
upwards of 1000 different plus some duplication, with covers, FDC’s, 
miniature sheets All unchecked for Catalogue value ........Price £13.25 

G.46 ORNITHOLOGY - A substantial collection of ornithological stamps. 
Estimated at between 500 600 bird stamps. Mainly all different used 
with some mont, but with strength in the unm. mint local sections inc. 
Lundy Puffins, Cam La island and Calf of Man, Isle of Man locals and 
other British Locals depicting Sea birds, with some multiple blocks. 
Total catalogue value is £130+.............................................. Price £29 

G.114 A WORLDWIDE COVERS & FDC’S Fantastic Accumulation 
of Commercial & Philatelic covers & FDC’s including special pmks, 
early to modern with Air Mails, Sea Mail, commemorative covers, 
noted designer signed. Local posts, Islands Post, an unsorted group 
of about 100 covers ..................................................Price £21 .00 

G85 CARS ON STAMPS. Impressive thematic collection the ideal 
collection for anyone interested in automobiles, all sorts from vin-
tage classics to super speed racing cars. Several hundred different 
cars on stamps  ..............................................................Price £11 

SAM.26 AUSTRIA & HUNGARY - Mostly used, some mint, several 
hundred diff ......................................................................Price £8 

G126 WORKS OF ART. The rarities of the world’s most famous art 
galleries at your fingertips. A superb collection of famous paintings 
on stamps, over a thousand different not counting duplicates or 
miniature sheets  ............................................................Price £21

R55 COSTUMES & HEADDRESSES Unusual thematic subject 
hundred different from several countries ...........................Price £6 

RS2a UNIFORMS. Mainly military. Hundreds different. ....Price £12 

Let K2 GREAT BRITAIN. UNMOUNTED MINT COMMEMO RATIVES 
& DEFINITIVES UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. Items noted include 
Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing Phosphor Error coil strips. Well over 
500 stamps, only unmounted mint  ....................................Price £18 

R45 MINIATURE SHEETS & Souvenir Sheets, various different GB 
(Exhibition sheets) FOREIGN, odd Brit. Commonwealth. Total of 50+ 
different (Mainly Foreign) Min sheets  ...............................Price £8 

SJ132 GREAT BRITAIN. British Postal Strike 1971 - Emergency 
Overprints on Local Carriage Labels printed by Harrison and Sons 
for Use in Southampton. The complete unm. Mint set of six stamps 
3 x 1/-, 2/-. 6/-, 7/6d  ..................................................Price £1.50 

G23A OLYMPIC GAMES Enormous lot, not counting duplicates, there 
must be over 500 stamps- an outstanding collection  .............  Price £11 

NY146 ENTOMOLOGY: One of the most unusual thematic subjects we 
have ever seen, insects on stamps. Hundreds of them  .............  Price £7 

NY148 SPACE ‘THE FINAL FRONTIER’. A spectacular collection of 
Space stamps including Rockets. Space ships and all types of Outer 
Space Exploration, including several scarce Moon Landing covers. 500+ 
stamps, all different not counting Covers and Miniature sheets   Price £15 

R.49 SOUTH EAST ASIA - enormous lot, with some complete 
sheets unm . mint, mass of singles. Dates back to 1898, to modern 
mainly different used stamps. About 1600-1700 stamps of which 
at least 1300 must be different  ..................................... Price £32 

SJ53a BARDSEY ISLAND. (Welsh Local Issue) A superb special-
ised group of Unmounted Mint (complete sets) Stamps from this 
small Welsh Island rarely get offered for sale  ............. Price £7.00 

SJ224 FILM STARS Collection of Film Stars and a few pop stars. 
A colourful lot of this popular theme includes Gary Cooper, Clara 
Bow, Marylin Monroe, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, James Dean, 
Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Rudolph Valentino, Jean Harlow, 
Roman Novarro, Jayne Mansfield, Buster Keaton, Humphrey Bogart, 
Katherine Hepburn, Charles Laughton, Alan Ladd, Ingrid Bergman, 
plus many others. The whole lot. ...................................Price £14.00

OFFER A - From the remainder of a Liquidated Stamp Dealer’s stock, 
a massive amount including, sheets. Great Britain including Locals, 
British Commonwealth. Foreign, Mint used covers, FDC and pre packs. 
We counted up to £1,500 worth of cat value and then got tired and 
gave up counting. Clearance Price ...................................Price £75.00

NY124 THE THREE KINGS King George V, King ED. VII and King 
George VI. A collection of British Colonials. UNMOUNTED MINT 
STAMPS. In singles and blocks. Approximately 100+ stamps, low 
price to clear..............................................................Price £12.00

G419 SCANDINAVIA: Incudes Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, some 
from Iceland. The collection is unchecked for catalogue value, but we 
have estimated that there must be upwards of 1,000 .........Price £29.50

W37 ISRAEL - An impressive collection of Israel, comprising of 
illustrated official first day covers (all unadressed). Also noted - 
miniature sheets, including: 1949 Coins mini sheet. Catalogued 
£170 (possible forgery this item “as is” not guaranteed.) Following 
on with many genuine unmounted mint Israel stamps including 
plate number blocks, multiples and singles with tabs. A valuable 
and impressive collection. .............................................. Price £25

EUR 33 EUROPA - A specialised European thematic Collection of 
Europa stamps, spanning from the 1950’s to more modern stamps. 
Includes Italy, France, Germany, Iceland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Cyprus, Netherlands, G.B. Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Swiss, Finland, 
Greece, Sweden. Also scarcer local issues for Channel Islands and 
Isle of Man. Hundreds of all different Europa Stamps, mainly fine 
used, but mini noted .......................................................Price £17

FR 229 FRANCE & COLS - A smashing collection of France with 
French Colonnies & Ex Colonies. Mainly Commemorative stamps in 
singles and blocks. Some unmounted mint, but mostly fine used. 
A lovely collection with many engraved stamps; several hundreds, 
mostly different...............................................................Price £21

BX 486 BOXING - A fine collection of Boxing Stamps Over 80 Stamps 
in blocks and singles, including champion boxers such as Muhammad 
Ali. Mainly fine cto used, mint noted, with Great Britain Royal Mail 2012 
Olympic Games Gold Medal Boxing Stamps .......................Price £9.75

HP 19A IRAQ WAR COVER - Extremly rare War in Iraq commem-
orative cover for the fall of Tikrit. Only 150 of this cover, depicting 
Saddam Hussein, ever existed. We understand many were damaged 
and destroyed, it is likely on a few covers survived. The cover bears a 
GB QEII stamp, postmarked with circular London SHC 15 April 2003 
Pmk. Together with Iraq stamp overprinted “In British Occupation” 
This stamp is tied to the cover with a rectangular “Liberation of Iraq 
15-04-03 THE FALL OF TIKRIT”. Cachet in purple.  A very rare Iraq 
War Cover in superb condition ............................................Price £26

LU 328 LUNDY ISLAND - A superb collection of unmounted mint 
British local stamps of Lundy Island in blocks, large multiples and 
singles + miniature sheet. Starts off with King George VI period. 
“Lundy & Atlantic Coats Air Lines Ltd. “Following on to puffin stamps 
overprinted with 1950s & 1960s stamps on to more recent. With lots 
of “Puffin” stamps, definitives, commemoratives & Air Mail stamps. 
Hundreds of unmounted mint Lundy Stamps ................Price £27.50

B COM 434 ORNITHOLOGY - A fantastic thematic collection of British 
Commonwealth BIRDS stamps. Only Unmounted Mint in mulitlples 
and single stamps. Several Hundred Brit, Commonwealth Bird Stamps 
including High Value (£) pound & ($) Dollar stamps in blocks  ..Price £39

CR 781 CRICKET - A valuable specialised collection of cricket 
stamps & scarce cricket covers, including signed covers auto-
graphed by famous cricketers. Comprising of Unmounted Mint 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth Stamps in blocks of four or 
singles with several high value ($) Dollar values. Approx 18 cricket 
covers including scarce autographed covers & a quantity of Unm. 
Mint Cricket Stamps .......................................................Price £25

PM 84 MARGARET THATCHER - The very scarce mourning cover for 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One of the scarcest political covers. 
Only 50 ever in existence, mostly now in collectors hands and rarely 
offered for sale. With “Iron Lady” illustration and official Royal Mail 8th 
April 2013. Big Ben postmark price ......................................Price £13.25

In 1973 we recommended and sold the British definitive 1/2p (SGX842) with one phosphor band on side. We told our customers to buy them at 
25p each. WE WERE RIGHT!! Today this stamp is catalogued at £55.00 each. If you had taken our advice, for an outlay of only £50 in1973, the 

current catalogue value of your investment would be a staggering total of £11,000.00. In 1999 we recommended our customers to buy the Princess 
Diana Welsh Language Presentation Packs. The catalogue value was only £2.50 each, but we were telling our customers to buy them for up to dou-
ble catalogue value £5 each. Within only 6 years they had increased by 3,900%. As everyone knows, investments can go down as well as up and the 
past in not necessarily a guide to the future. However, being selective and taking sound advice is the best way to make your hobby pay for itself. In 

2003 we recommended our customers to buy the Coronation £1 Green (SG 2380) which was catalogued by Stanley Gibbons at £1.50 per stamp. 
Within 1 year the catalogue value had increased to £50 per stamp, an increase of over 3,200%.

Last year we recommended our customers to buy EFTA Presentation Packs.
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue value was £3.50 each, if you had taken our advice even if you had brought them at full catalogue value. For 

an outlay of only £875. Your investment would be worth a massive £10,000 at current catalogue value. An increase of catalogue value of over 
1,000% in only one year. Our customers complemented us once again saying

“THANK YOU AGAIN,YOU WERE RIGHT”.

Buying GB Royal Mail 2008 
handover of Olympic flag 
from Beijing to London, 

presentation pack paying more 
than full cat value £9.25
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SAM.1. POLAND - small general collection, include - Nazi Occupation 
Concentration Camp issue inscribed ‘Judenpost’ for Lodz Ghetto 
(Litzmanstdt) 10pf Green (unused). We cannot guarantee this item but 
remainder of the collection all seem OK Cheap Price  ...................  £8.75  

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of Anti-TB and Red 
Cross stamps. Also Anti-Malaria stamps Red Cross stamps back 
to the 1940s or earlier up to more recent. With nursing, doctors 
and all forms of medicine. A most interesting subject rarely offered 
for sale ideal for anyone with some medical knowledge to form a 
valuable collection  .......................................................... Price £7   

SAM.9 BRITISH ISLES Wholesale Dealers new issue stock (duplicated) 
all unmounted mint, with many high values, includes Lundy, Summer 
Isles, St Mary’s (Scilly Isles) Gairsay, Gugh, Bardsey Island, Easdale, Sark. 
Only unmounted mint. The face value alone must be £60.00   Price £14  

E32 GREAT BRITAIN - SPECTACULAR ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d value 
(SG71 3) SHIFT OF GOLD COLOUR causing Queen’s head to move over 
to wrong area of stamp. We offer the Gold Head Shift Error superb unmtd 
mint together with normal stamp for comparison ..................Price £4.25 

SJ42 ZEPPELINS: Impressive thematic collection of Zeppelins on 
stamps with airships & balloons. about 100 stamps.............Price £5 

SAM.23 WORLD COLLECTION - All sorts, nice starter lot, with 
upwards of 1000 different plus some duplication, with covers, FDC’s, 
miniature sheets All unchecked for Catalogue value ........Price £13.25 

G.46 ORNITHOLOGY - A substantial collection of ornithological stamps. 
Estimated at between 500 600 bird stamps. Mainly all different used 
with some mont, but with strength in the unm. mint local sections inc. 
Lundy Puffins, Cam La island and Calf of Man, Isle of Man locals and 
other British Locals depicting Sea birds, with some multiple blocks. 
Total catalogue value is £130+.............................................. Price £29 

G.114 A WORLDWIDE COVERS & FDC’S Fantastic Accumulation 
of Commercial & Philatelic covers & FDC’s including special pmks, 
early to modern with Air Mails, Sea Mail, commemorative covers, 
noted designer signed. Local posts, Islands Post, an unsorted group 
of about 100 covers ..................................................Price £21 .00 

G85 CARS ON STAMPS. Impressive thematic collection the ideal 
collection for anyone interested in automobiles, all sorts from vin-
tage classics to super speed racing cars. Several hundred different 
cars on stamps  ..............................................................Price £11 

SAM.26 AUSTRIA & HUNGARY - Mostly used, some mint, several 
hundred diff ......................................................................Price £8 

G126 WORKS OF ART. The rarities of the world’s most famous art 
galleries at your fingertips. A superb collection of famous paintings 
on stamps, over a thousand different not counting duplicates or 
miniature sheets  ............................................................Price £21

R55 COSTUMES & HEADDRESSES Unusual thematic subject 
hundred different from several countries ...........................Price £6 

RS2a UNIFORMS. Mainly military. Hundreds different. ....Price £12 

Let K2 GREAT BRITAIN. UNMOUNTED MINT COMMEMO RATIVES 
& DEFINITIVES UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. Items noted include 
Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing Phosphor Error coil strips. Well over 
500 stamps, only unmounted mint  ....................................Price £18 

R45 MINIATURE SHEETS & Souvenir Sheets, various different GB 
(Exhibition sheets) FOREIGN, odd Brit. Commonwealth. Total of 50+ 
different (Mainly Foreign) Min sheets  ...............................Price £8 

SJ132 GREAT BRITAIN. British Postal Strike 1971 - Emergency 
Overprints on Local Carriage Labels printed by Harrison and Sons 
for Use in Southampton. The complete unm. Mint set of six stamps 
3 x 1/-, 2/-. 6/-, 7/6d  ..................................................Price £1.50 

G23A OLYMPIC GAMES Enormous lot, not counting duplicates, there 
must be over 500 stamps- an outstanding collection  .............  Price £11 

NY146 ENTOMOLOGY: One of the most unusual thematic subjects we 
have ever seen, insects on stamps. Hundreds of them  .............  Price £7 

NY148 SPACE ‘THE FINAL FRONTIER’. A spectacular collection of 
Space stamps including Rockets. Space ships and all types of Outer 
Space Exploration, including several scarce Moon Landing covers. 500+ 
stamps, all different not counting Covers and Miniature sheets   Price £15 

R.49 SOUTH EAST ASIA - enormous lot, with some complete 
sheets unm . mint, mass of singles. Dates back to 1898, to modern 
mainly different used stamps. About 1600-1700 stamps of which 
at least 1300 must be different  ..................................... Price £32 

SJ53a BARDSEY ISLAND. (Welsh Local Issue) A superb special-
ised group of Unmounted Mint (complete sets) Stamps from this 
small Welsh Island rarely get offered for sale  ............. Price £7.00 

SJ224 FILM STARS Collection of Film Stars and a few pop stars. 
A colourful lot of this popular theme includes Gary Cooper, Clara 
Bow, Marylin Monroe, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, James Dean, 
Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Rudolph Valentino, Jean Harlow, 
Roman Novarro, Jayne Mansfield, Buster Keaton, Humphrey Bogart, 
Katherine Hepburn, Charles Laughton, Alan Ladd, Ingrid Bergman, 
plus many others. The whole lot. ...................................Price £14.00

OFFER A - From the remainder of a Liquidated Stamp Dealer’s stock, 
a massive amount including, sheets. Great Britain including Locals, 
British Commonwealth. Foreign, Mint used covers, FDC and pre packs. 
We counted up to £1,500 worth of cat value and then got tired and 
gave up counting. Clearance Price ...................................Price £75.00

NY124 THE THREE KINGS King George V, King ED. VII and King 
George VI. A collection of British Colonials. UNMOUNTED MINT 
STAMPS. In singles and blocks. Approximately 100+ stamps, low 
price to clear..............................................................Price £12.00

G419 SCANDINAVIA: Incudes Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, some 
from Iceland. The collection is unchecked for catalogue value, but we 
have estimated that there must be upwards of 1,000 .........Price £29.50

W37 ISRAEL - An impressive collection of Israel, comprising of 
illustrated official first day covers (all unadressed). Also noted - 
miniature sheets, including: 1949 Coins mini sheet. Catalogued 
£170 (possible forgery this item “as is” not guaranteed.) Following 
on with many genuine unmounted mint Israel stamps including 
plate number blocks, multiples and singles with tabs. A valuable 
and impressive collection. .............................................. Price £25

EUR 33 EUROPA - A specialised European thematic Collection of 
Europa stamps, spanning from the 1950’s to more modern stamps. 
Includes Italy, France, Germany, Iceland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Cyprus, Netherlands, G.B. Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Swiss, Finland, 
Greece, Sweden. Also scarcer local issues for Channel Islands and 
Isle of Man. Hundreds of all different Europa Stamps, mainly fine 
used, but mini noted .......................................................Price £17

FR 229 FRANCE & COLS - A smashing collection of France with 
French Colonnies & Ex Colonies. Mainly Commemorative stamps in 
singles and blocks. Some unmounted mint, but mostly fine used. 
A lovely collection with many engraved stamps; several hundreds, 
mostly different...............................................................Price £21

BX 486 BOXING - A fine collection of Boxing Stamps Over 80 Stamps 
in blocks and singles, including champion boxers such as Muhammad 
Ali. Mainly fine cto used, mint noted, with Great Britain Royal Mail 2012 
Olympic Games Gold Medal Boxing Stamps .......................Price £9.75

HP 19A IRAQ WAR COVER - Extremly rare War in Iraq commem-
orative cover for the fall of Tikrit. Only 150 of this cover, depicting 
Saddam Hussein, ever existed. We understand many were damaged 
and destroyed, it is likely on a few covers survived. The cover bears a 
GB QEII stamp, postmarked with circular London SHC 15 April 2003 
Pmk. Together with Iraq stamp overprinted “In British Occupation” 
This stamp is tied to the cover with a rectangular “Liberation of Iraq 
15-04-03 THE FALL OF TIKRIT”. Cachet in purple.  A very rare Iraq 
War Cover in superb condition ............................................Price £26

LU 328 LUNDY ISLAND - A superb collection of unmounted mint 
British local stamps of Lundy Island in blocks, large multiples and 
singles + miniature sheet. Starts off with King George VI period. 
“Lundy & Atlantic Coats Air Lines Ltd. “Following on to puffin stamps 
overprinted with 1950s & 1960s stamps on to more recent. With lots 
of “Puffin” stamps, definitives, commemoratives & Air Mail stamps. 
Hundreds of unmounted mint Lundy Stamps ................Price £27.50

B COM 434 ORNITHOLOGY - A fantastic thematic collection of British 
Commonwealth BIRDS stamps. Only Unmounted Mint in mulitlples 
and single stamps. Several Hundred Brit, Commonwealth Bird Stamps 
including High Value (£) pound & ($) Dollar stamps in blocks  ..Price £39

CR 781 CRICKET - A valuable specialised collection of cricket 
stamps & scarce cricket covers, including signed covers auto-
graphed by famous cricketers. Comprising of Unmounted Mint 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth Stamps in blocks of four or 
singles with several high value ($) Dollar values. Approx 18 cricket 
covers including scarce autographed covers & a quantity of Unm. 
Mint Cricket Stamps .......................................................Price £25

PM 84 MARGARET THATCHER - The very scarce mourning cover for 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One of the scarcest political covers. 
Only 50 ever in existence, mostly now in collectors hands and rarely 
offered for sale. With “Iron Lady” illustration and official Royal Mail 8th 
April 2013. Big Ben postmark price ......................................Price £13.25

In 1973 we recommended and sold the British definitive 1/2p (SGX842) with one phosphor band on side. We told our customers to buy them at 
25p each. WE WERE RIGHT!! Today this stamp is catalogued at £55.00 each. If you had taken our advice, for an outlay of only £50 in1973, the 

current catalogue value of your investment would be a staggering total of £11,000.00. In 1999 we recommended our customers to buy the Princess 
Diana Welsh Language Presentation Packs. The catalogue value was only £2.50 each, but we were telling our customers to buy them for up to dou-
ble catalogue value £5 each. Within only 6 years they had increased by 3,900%. As everyone knows, investments can go down as well as up and the 
past in not necessarily a guide to the future. However, being selective and taking sound advice is the best way to make your hobby pay for itself. In 

2003 we recommended our customers to buy the Coronation £1 Green (SG 2380) which was catalogued by Stanley Gibbons at £1.50 per stamp. 
Within 1 year the catalogue value had increased to £50 per stamp, an increase of over 3,200%.

Last year we recommended our customers to buy EFTA Presentation Packs.
The Stanley Gibbons catalogue value was £3.50 each, if you had taken our advice even if you had brought them at full catalogue value. For 

an outlay of only £875. Your investment would be worth a massive £10,000 at current catalogue value. An increase of catalogue value of over 
1,000% in only one year. Our customers complemented us once again saying

“THANK YOU AGAIN,YOU WERE RIGHT”.

Buying GB Royal Mail 2008 
handover of Olympic flag 
from Beijing to London, 

presentation pack paying more 
than full cat value £9.25

gustamps feb.indd   1 19/12/2013   13:53

MAL 62 MALAYA A substantial collection of Malaya, Malaysia 
with Singapore. Contains several hundred unmounted mint and 
fine used stamps in blocks and singles. Noted: Perak, Selangor, 
Kedah, Sabah, Perlis, Trengganu, Pulau Pinang, Negri Sembilan, 
Kelantan, Sarawak, Melaka, Johor, Parhang; with strength in 
Singapore. Several hundred stamps ......................... Price £17

R. 472 RYUKYU ISLANDS: Rarely offered for sale, this is a  
superb collection of the stamps of The Ryukyu Islands. 
Containing only superb unmounted mint stamps. Over 100 
different Ryukyu Island Stamps ........................... Price £18.75

BOB 2 WINSTON CHURCHILL One of the scarcest Churchill 
covers ever. The combination cover is a dual commemorative 
of 50th anniversary of Churchill’s death in conjunction with the 
75th Anniv. of the Battle of Britain. Depicting the iconic war 
poster with Churchill’s quote: “Never was so much owed by 
so many to so few.” The cover bears the Royal Mail Churchill 
Commemorative stamps issue with Churchill Blenheim Palace 
Pmk. Dated 24/1/15 Anniv. Of Churchill’s death. The cover was 
unusually reposted on 16/7/15 with Battle of Britain spitfire 
anniv. Pmk. on the Royal Mail Spitfire commemorative stamp 
issue. From a restricted limited edition of only 50 covers.  .......   
............................................................................... Price £21

SA337 SAUDI ARABIA A small but valuable collection of Saudi 
Arabian stamps, all different and in superb unmounted mint 
condition. Contains lots of elusive items, the catalogue value is 
in excess of £100 ............................................... Price £23.50

CH 739 CHURCHILL A fantastic thematic collection of Winston 
Churchill stamps; comprising of hundreds of mint and used 
Churchill stamps, including blocks, noted scarcer unmounted 
mint blocks of exile govt. Churchill stamps dating back to 
1952 unlisted in Stanley Gibbons Catalogue (seldom seen). All 
aspects of the great man’s life are portrayed in this collection. 
Hundreds of Winston Churchill stamps…  ............... Price £18

HK 145 HONG KONG A fine collection of used stamps of 
Hong Kong. Almost all the stamps pre date the handover 
to China. Including $ values and popular Chinese New Year 
Commemoratives. Totally unchecked for catalogue value, over 
100 Hong Kong stamps  .......................................... Price £11.

CL5 CLEMENT ATTLEE A scarce political cover commemorating 
the 70th anniv. of Clement Attlee becoming prime minister. 
Attlee won a landslide election victory in 1945 bringing the 
Labour party into power. The scarce cover depicts Clement 
Attlee in his World War I army uniform. The cover bears the 
official Royal Mail Attlee commemorative stamp issue with 
London 26/7/15 postmark. Only 50 of this scarce political cover 
are known to exist. ............................................. Price £19.25

SAM.1. POLAND - small general collection, include - Nazi 
Occupation Concentration Camp issue inscribed ‘Judenpost’ 
for Lodz Ghetto (Litzmanstdt) 10pf Green (unused). We cannot 
guarantee this item but remainder of the collection all seem OK 
Cheap Price  .................................................................  £8.75  

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of Anti-TB and Red 
Cross stamps. Also Anti-Malaria stamps Red Cross stamps back 
to the 1940s or earlier up to more recent. With nursing, doctors 
and all forms of medicine. A most interesting subject rarely 
offered for sale ideal for anyone with some medical knowledge 
to form a valuable collection  ....................................  Price £7   

G.114 A WORLDWIDE COVERS & FDC’S Fantastic Accumulation 
of Commercial & Philatelic covers & FDC’s including special 
pmks, early to modern with Air Mails, Sea Mail, commemorative 
covers, noted designer signed. Local posts, Islands Post, an 
unsorted group of about 100 covers ......................... Price £21 

RS2a UNIFORMS. Mainly military. Hundreds different. Price £12 
 
R45 MINIATURE SHEETS & Souvenir Sheets, various different 
GB (Exhibition sheets) FOREIGN, odd Brit. Commonwealth. Total 
of 50+ different (Mainly Foreign) Min sheets  .............. Price £8 

NY146 ENTOMOLOGY: One of the most unusual thematic 
subjects we have ever seen, insects on stamps. Hundreds of 
them  .......................................................................  Price £7  

SJ53a BARDSEY ISLAND. (Welsh Local Issue) A superb 
specialised group of Unmounted Mint (complete sets) Stamps 
from this small Welsh Island rarely get offered for sale  ...........  
............................................................................ Price £7.00 

NY124 THE THREE KINGS King George V, King ED. VII and King 
George VI. A collection of British Colonials. UNMOUNTED MINT 
STAMPS. In singles and blocks. Approximately 100+ stamps, 
low price to clear ................................................ Price £12.00

BX 486 BOXING - A fine collection of Boxing Stamps Over 80 Stamps 
in blocks and singles, including champion boxers such as Muhammad 
Ali. Mainly fine to used, mint noted, with Great Britain Royal Mail 2012 
Olympic Games Gold Medal Boxing Stamps ..........................Price £9.75

HP 19A IRAQ WAR COVER - Extremely rare War in Iraq commemorative 
cover for the fall of Tikrit. Only 150 of this cover, depicting Saddam 
Hussein, ever existed. We understand many were damaged and 
destroyed, it is likely on a few covers survived. The cover bears a GB 
QEII stamp, postmarked with circular London SHC 15 April 2003 Pmk. 
Together with Iraq stamp overprinted “In British Occupation” This 
stamp is tied to the cover with a rectangular “Liberation of Iraq 15-04-
03 THE FALL OF TIKRIT”. Cachet in purple.  A very rare Iraq War Cover 
in superb condition ....................................................................Price £26

LU 328 LUNDY ISLAND - A superb collection of unmounted mint British 
local stamps of Lundy Island in blocks, large multiples and singles + 
miniature sheet. Starts off with King George VI period. “Lundy & Atlantic 
Coats Air Lines Ltd. “Following on to puffin stamps overprinted with 
1950s & 1960s stamps on to more recent. With lots of “Puffin” stamps, 
definitives, commemoratives & Air Mail stamps. Hundreds of unmounted 
mint Lundy Stamps ...............................................................Price £27.50

B COM 434 ORNITHOLOGY - A fantastic thematic collection of British 
Commonwealth BIRDS stamps. Only Unmounted Mint in multiples 
and single stamps. Several Hundred Brit, Commonwealth Bird Stamps 
including High Value (£) pound & ($) Dollar stamps in blocks....Price £39

CR 781 CRICKET - A valuable specialised collection of cricket stamps 
& scarce cricket covers, including signed covers autographed by 
famous cricketers. Comprising of Unmounted Mint Great Britain and 
British Commonwealth Stamps in blocks of four or singles with several 
high value ($) Dollar values. Approx 18 cricket covers including scarce 
autographed covers & a quantity of Unm. Mint Cricket Stamps Price £25

PM 84 MARGARET THATCHER - The very scarce mourning cover for 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One of the scarcest political covers. 
Only 50 ever in existence, mostly now in collectors hands and rarely 
offered for sale. With “Iron Lady” illustration and official Royal Mail 8th 
April 2013. Big Ben postmark price ......................................Price £13.25

C545 - WORLD COLLECTION - A great starter lot, with mint & used 
stamps also noted: miniature sheets, phq cards and several fdc’s. 
Several hundred different world wide stamps plus other items .....Low 
price to clear  .....................................................................  Price £9.75

GB.51 - GREAT BRITAIN SCARCE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN COMMEM. 
Cover. Bearing the Abram Games stamp designer official Royal Mail 
Commem. Stamp cancelled with iconic Festival of Britain 25/3/14 
Postmark. The cover also bears the complete King George VI 1951 
Festival stamps with black cachet “G.PO. 1951 Festival of Britain 
Official Stamp Issue” The edition was limited to only 100 of these 
important covers ..................................................................Price £11.25

MC.334 - MUSIC - An awesome & valuable collection of music stamps 
begins with an orchestra of musical instrument stamps. The specialist 
classical section includes: Mozart, Beethoven, Bach, Tchaikovsky, Verdi, 
Bartok. Also jazz and popmusic stamps, with Louis Armstrong, Frank 
Sinatra, Oasis, Marlene Dietrich. With G.B. Royal Mail stamps of Freddy 
Mercury, The Beatles and Pink Floyd. A multiple of other issues for Rolling 
Stones, Jimi Hendrix, Michael Jackson, Kylie Minogue, Elvis Presley and 
many more> Hundreds of stamps - mint and used with several miniature 
sheets. The best Music collection we have ever seen..........Price £29.25

J18 GREAT BRITAIN SCARCE WORLD WAR L COVER - A scarce 
commemorative cover for the Assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand, the accepted incident that initiated World War l. The cover 
bears GB Royal Mail, British Legion commem issue with official Royal 
Mail postmark inscribed: “Outbreak of World War l - 1914 - 1918 
Westminster Abbey dated 1/1/2014” Additionally the cover also bears 
Austro Hungarian military stamp with blue cachet “Bosnien Herzegowina 
Franz Ferdinand 1914 - 2014 Sarajevo” The Scarce cover was a severely 
restricted issue of only 75 covers and hard to locate ................Price £15

SW. 86 SWITZERLAND - A great starter collection to build  
upon of fine used Swiss mainly Commemorative stamps. 100 + 
All different..... ......................................................................Price £7

UN. 872 UNITED NATIONS -  A lovely collection of only unmounted 
mint stamps, many in sets. Contains several plate number blocks as 
well as single stamps. Approx. 120 Mint United Nations stamps plus 
Miniature Sheets  ............................................................Price £9.80

FA16 - FALKLAND ISLANDS Scarce Referendum Cover - A 
rare and unusual cover for the Falkland Islands Referendum. 
The illustrated Falklands flag cover is inscribed 11/3/2013 
Falkland islanders vote on Self Datermination. The cover 
bears a British Q.E.2. stamp with double penguin postmark 
dates 11/3/2013 Shetland P.O. It also has a Falkland Is. 
referendum stamp and Argentine War “Malvinas” ovpt 
stamp, both tied to the cover with Green Cachet “Falklands 
Referendum NO to Malvinas. 99.8% vote in favour of 
remaining with U.K. 11/3/2013” only 50 of rare covers are 
known to exist .............................................. Price £18.50
GB 93 CONCORDE - An essay for the 1959 G.P.O Concorde stamp. 
A submitted design for the 4d demoniation in blue unwatermarked, 
imperforate with large margin - unmounted mint essay ex-
exhibition sheet  ............................................................... Price £12

BW 347 BRITISH WEST INDIES - An excellent collection of mainly 
unmounted mint British West Indies Stamps. Including: St Christopher 
Nevis & Anguilla, Antigua, Grenada, St Vincent, Cayman Islands, St 
Lucia & others. Also includes PHQ cards and F.D.C’s, including first 
day cover signed by stamp designer and also scarce proof stamps 
and progressive proof stamps ........................................... Price £22

BH 44 BHUTAN - The collection from the Himalayan Kingdom of 
Bhutan comprises solely of unmounted mint stamps with blocks 
and singles and miniature sheets. A glorious lot of well over 100 
unmounted mint stamps ...............................................Price £11.50

GS 9L GRAF SPEE - The very scarce WWII Commemorative Cover for 
the 75th Anniv. of the scuttling of the pocket battle ship Graf Spee. 
Captain Hans Langsdorff scuttled the ship in full view of 20,000 
onlookers before he shot and killed himself. The cover bears two 
submarine stamps with B.F.P.O. Battle of the River Plate pmk. dated 
13 Dec. 14., and also the scarce Royal Crown and Lion pmk. Dated 
17 Dec 2014 on the Anniv. date. It is understood that only 60 of this 
scarce cover exists  ...................................................... Price £18.50

B. 832 BRITISH AFRICA - A superb collection of only unmounted 
mint stamps from British Africa. Countries noted include: South Africa, 
Zambia, Ghana, Bechuanaland, Transkei, South West Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Gambia, Rhodesia, Lesotho, Tanzania & Swaziland with blocks and 
singles, hundreds of unmounted mint stamps .................Price £17.25

POL. 14 MARGARET THATCHER - One of the scarcest political covers 
ever. Issued to commemorate the 40th Anniv. of Margaret Thatcher 
becoming Leader of the Conservative Party in 1975. The first woman to 
lead a British Political party. The important cover bears British Margaret 
Thatcher stamps with (Royal Mail) “Iron Lady” Grantham Prime 
Minister pmk. Dated 14/10/2014 as well as the scarce Big Ben Anniv. 
postmark dated 11/2/2015. This cover which is mostly in collectors 
hands is rarely offered for sale .............................................  Price £23

RA. 8 DESERT RATS WAR COVER - A Sought after British Cover 
issued for the 70th Anniv. of the Desert Rats Battle for Migliano on 
1/12/1944. The cover depicts Migliano and the iconic Desert Rat 
Emblem, it bears the British Spitfire Commemorative with scarce 
B.F.P.O 3181 Desert Rats 7th Armoured Brigade Postmark. On the 
Anniv. Date 1/12/14. Most of this scarce cover are now in specialist 
collections ............................. Recommended at our Price of £12.50

HRH. R3 KING RICHARD III - An important historic cover issued for 
the reburial of Richard III “The Last Plantagenet King of England”. 
The cover depicts King Richard who was buried at Leicester 
Cathedral 530 years after his death at the battle of Bosworth Field. 
Only 60 of this scarce covers are in existence. The historic cover 
bears the British Royal Lion stamp postmarked with the official 
Royal Mail illustrated “Rest in Peace” Leicester Cathedral Pmk.. on 
26/3/2015. Few available .............................................. Price £16

SH. 73 SHETLAND ISLANDS - Impressive cover for “Up-Helly-AA” 
The Viking Fire festival at Lerwic, when a Viking long boat is set 
on fire. The cover bears the Shetland Island Local Stamps 
depicting Vikings and a blazing Viking ship tied to the cover  
with Hildasay - Shetland Island cachet in blue, in combination  
with Royal Mail Stamp postmarked with the Celtic “Up-Helly-AA” 
Lerwic pmk .................................................................. Price £13.25

AF. 418 AFGHANISTAN: A specialized collection of stamps from 
this war-torn country. Comprising of both mint and used Afghan 
stamps in blocks and singles with miniature sheets. Strength is 
in used commemoratives, noted earlier mono-coloured crudely 
printed early Afghan stamps. A lovely lot unchecked for catalogue 
value and containing hundreds of Afghanistan stamps Price £18.

RSA SOUTH AFRICA A large and valuable collection of South 
African stamps containing only unmounted mint stamps 
in superb condition; Includes singles, blocks, plate blocks, 
complete sets and minature sheets. Hundreds of stamps plus 
miniature sheets all unmounted mint ......................Price £27

SYR 9 WAR IN SYRIA: A rare cover for the war in Syria.  
The illustrated cover depicts Russian Foreign Minister  
Sergei Lavrov and U.S.A Secretary of State John Kerry; Issued to 
Commemorate the Syrian Cease fire announced  
by the U.S.A and Russia on 27/2/16. The cover bears a  
U.K Machin stamp with official Royal Mail illustrated postmark date 
27/2/16 in combination with Syrian and United Nations stamps tied 
to the cover with red cachet inscribed “UN Security Coucil resolution 
no. 2254. 18/12/15” A fragile cessation of hostilities came into force 
in Syria.  97 fighting groups as well as the Syrian Govt. and  
Russian Air Force signed up to a ceasefire. Only 40 of  
this rare cover exist ............................................................Price £35

A.94 ZOOLOGICAL: A glorious collection of worldwide animal stamps. 
This is virtually a Noah’s Ark of all species of animal life; includes 
everything from insects and butterflies to fish and sea life, birds, 
domestic animals and wildlife. A colourful collection including many 
sets with several hundred different animal stamps ..........Price £17.25

MZ 112 MOZAMBIQUE COMPANY: An impressive old 
collection of the stamps of the Mozambique Company dating 
back to the 1930’s and earlier; With mint and used stamps in 
singles and blocks including postage dues and early air mail 
issues. The stamps are classically engraved and superbly 
printed approx. 80 stamps ....................................Price 9.75

DJ. 98 DJIBOUTI A small but specialised collection of Djibouti 
stamps, mostly used but mint noted. Contains many better 
catalogued, high denomination stamp ...................... Price £9.60
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The many species of 
colourful birds of 
paradise found in 
Papua New Guinea 
have frequently 
featured on that 

country’s postage stamps. 
The birds of paradise are members 

of a family known as Paradisaeidae 
which includes slightly more than 
forty species. They can be found in 
the rain forests of eastern Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea and eastern 
Australia. In the 19th century they 
were often hunted to get plumes for 
the millinery trade.

Towards the end of the 19th 
century, Germany joined the race 
for colonies in Africa and the 
Pacific area. One of those far-
away possessions was German 
New Guinea. At the outbreak of 
the First World War, Australian 
forces occupied the colony. German 
colonial stamps were overprinted 
‘G.R.I.’ and surcharged with 
new denominations in pence and 
shillings. They were later replaced by 
Australian stamps overprinted ‘N. W. 
PACIFIC ISLANDS’.

After the war New Guinea became 
an Australian mandated territory and 
a civil administration was established 
in 1921. The first distinctive stamps 
depicting a native village were 
released in 1925.

In 1931 it was time to celebrate 
the tenth anniversary of the 
Australian administration of New 
Guinea. In view of the Australian 
fondness of overprinting existing 
stamps this could have been the case 

but the postal authorities decided to 
print an entirely new set of stamps to 
commemorate the event.

The order to print the stamps went 
to John Ash in Melbourne. The result 
was a striking set of thirteen values 
depicting a Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise 
in a jungle setting. Denominations 
ranged from one penny to £1. The set 
was released on 2 August, 1931.

The stamps were issued on the 
very same day as an airmail issue 
suitably overprinted with a stylised 
airplane and the words ‘AIR MAIL’. 
The airmail rates apparently included 
the need for a halfpenny stamp thus 
resulting in fourteen different stamps.

That this was a commemorative 
issue is demonstrated by the fact 
that the dates 1921 and 1931 
are included on each side of the 
denomination.

The regular stamps were also 
overprinted O S to be used for official 
correspondence. The 10/- and £1 
were not deemed necessary and were 
not included in the set of officials. 

By now no less than 38 different 
stamps had been issued and 
presumably most bird collectors at 
the time were far from happy with 
this deluge of stamps.

Stamp miscellany

However, in 1931 they probably 
did not realise what was in store 
for them. The following year the 
celebrations had ended and references 
to the tenth anniversary were no 
longer relevant. The stamps were 
reissued in 1932 with the dates 
removed. In 1934 two additional 
values were added resulting in fifteen 
regular postage stamps, sixteen 
airmails and thirteen official stamps.

By now we have a grand total of 
82 stamps of exactly the same design. 
But wait, there is more. The 1932 
halfpenny unoverprinted stamp 
without dates was never officially 
issued but a small quantity has reached 

the marketplace. I recently spotted 
this stamp in a lot of miscellaneous 
items where it lingered unrecognised. 
I got the lot for some £10, not bad 
considering that the value of the stamp 
is £100. Knowledge is power as one of 
my fellow columnists often states.

Assembling a complete collection 
of 82 (or 83) is a formidable task but 
certainly not impossible. The sets 
usually sell for about £100 each.

See the May 2017 issue of Stamp & 
Coin Mart for an in-depth guide to 
the ‘birds on stamps’ theme.

When thematic collectors have been surveyed about their interests, birds have frequently 
ended up in the top position, confirms Christer Brunström as he describes the background of an 

intriguing set of stamps form Papua New Guinea

New Guinea’s Bird of Paradise

From left: £1 

value of the 1931 

commemorative issue; 

10/- value of 1932 

reissue without dates 

and overprinted ‘AIR 

MAIL’; halfpenny 

unissued 1932 stamp

No less than 38 different stamps had been 
issued and presumably most bird collectors 
at the time were far from happy with this 

deluge of stamps
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Please choose which 
service you prefer …

TO REQUEST ON-LINE AND  
FOR FREE STAMP TRADE TIPS – 
Please visit our website 
www.upastampauctions.co.uk

SELLING? RECEIVE UP TO 36% MORE
CONTACT US NOW ON 01451 861111 or post to:

UPA, (Admin Office), 4, The Old Coalyard,  
West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE, UK

Fax: 01451 861297| E-mail: andrew@upastampauctions.co.uk

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE.................................................SCM 07/17

Tel. No. (Day) ..................................................................................................................................

Tel No. (Eve) ...................................................................................................................................

Brief details ....................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

FREE AUCTION CATALOGUE
NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE..................................................... SCM 07/17

POST TO: Universal Philatelic Auctions, 4, The Old Coalyard,  
West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE, UK   : 01451 861111

PLEASE MAIL ME YOUR U P A 20,000+ LOTS 

1st £25 FREE Approvals Coupon
I collect the following countries / areas:

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

A FREE 4 MARGIN 1841 BLUE CAT. £90 WITH 3rd SENDING
I collect  MINT and/or  USED

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE......................................................SCM 07/17

POST TO: Omniphil and Avon Approvals 
P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8YX Tel: 01684 299278

Do it now and I'll round your Free offer up to £30

WORLD OFF-PAPER MIXTURE
NEW, 1st 500 Stamps FREE

TRIAL Offer – Send NO Money Now
OK thanks, count me in. I’m UK based, aged 18+. Please mail me over 2,000 off-paper 
assorted World stamps, FREE trial offer, for me to pick up to My 1st 500 stamps FREE.
Pick the BEST, Return the Rest. I understand you’ll also enclose ‘unit’ priced stamps 
upon Approval – simply pay for any I wish to keep and return the rest. No need to 
purchase anything – just return, I can STOP/start service anytime…

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE........................................................................

TELEPHONE..................................... E-mail .................................................................................
POST TO: Avon Mixtures, P.O.Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8YX SCM07/17 

Tel: 01684 299278
Or …Order on-line at: www.upastampauctions.co.uk – GO TO MIXTURES

PLEASE MAIL, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, UPON APPROVAL 

...............................................................................................................................

.............................................................

BUYIN
G  

or S
ELLIN

G

Visit o
ur w

ebsite

www.upasta
mpauctio

ns.c
o.uk

 ..............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

 ..............................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

REQUEST MY ‘TIPS OF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET

01451 
861111

ONE OFFER PER UK 
Philatelic Household

TRIAL Offer – Send NO Money Now

PLEASE MAIL, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, UPON APPROVAL

Don’t miss your FREE set of 
‘The Great War - 100 Years: Change’ 

stamps, courtesy of Jersey Post with the 
August issue of Stamp & Coin Mart

FREE STAMPS!
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