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WHEN BAJAJ LAUNCH A NEW PULSAR THERE IS A LOT OF 
curiosity among two-wheeler enthusiasts to see what is in store for them. I 
was one of the first journalists to swing a leg over the new Pulsar RS (Race 
Sport) 200. The new full fairing at the front has a lot happening in the 
form of cuts and grooves; a bit too busy for my liking. Of course, looks 
and design are subjective – something that appears beautiful to one may 
come across as ugly to another. Looks apart, the RS gets fuel injection and 
the bike has improved quite a lot as compared to the NS. The engine has 
been further refined. The red-line has been shifted by 500 RPM and, in 
the process, the bike has lost a little bit of its low- and mid-range grunt. 
The RS has neutral handling and you can lean it over till the low-set foot-
rest digs into the tarmac. The riding position is nice and comfortable and 
you can spend long hours without a problem.

After making a nice motorcycle Bajaj let themselves down by a stupid 
tag-line that says ‘leave track racing to amateurs’. In the past one has seen 
some ridiculous adverts on the television, but one does not expect 
something as irresponsible as this from a company like Bajaj Auto. It 
means the likes of Valentino Rossi and Marc Marquez are amateurs and 
any Tom, Dick and Harry are the pros. Ironically, the first ride of this bike 
was held at the Bajaj test-track at Chakan, near Pune.

Today people don’t care much about their own bikes as they used to in 
the past, then how can you expect them to respect somebody else’s bike? 
If you stop at a traffic light first, they think you are an idiot and start 
honking; if you don’t move, they will push your bike or brake the 
indicator and carry on as if it is a normal thing to do.
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YOU are the 

FORCE that has driven US for 

TEN YEARS and now, as we approach the 

ELEVENTH YEAR, we are sure that YOU will be 

SUPPORTING us for MANY MORE YEARS to come. We 

THANK ALL OF YOU for being a part of this JOURNEY 

and WE know that YOU will always STAND 

WITH US in our ENDEAVOUR

Please send in your pictures for this section by 
simply posting them on our  page and also on our  handle. 

You can still send them by e-mail to
bikeindia@nextgenpublishing.net
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i i i i charged hearts

THRILL, SUP ERCHARGED
‘It’s a thrilling, violent experience 

from a production bike whose like 

has not been seen before’. That’s 

our fi rst impression as we ride the 

Kawasaki Ninja H2 and H2R on 

the Losail Circuit in Qatar

STORY: ROLAND BROWN  PHOTOGRAPHY: DOUBLE RED & ULA SERRA

N
OBODY COULD CLAIM THEY HADN’T BEEN 

warned about the Ninja H2 and H2R. There were all those 

trailer videos last year, followed by huge coverage when the 

supercharged fours were displayed at the shows, with talk of massive 

power outputs. Then Kawasaki had said that the original estimates were 

too low, and that the street-legal H2 actually makes more than 200 PS 

with ram-air, far exceeded by the track-only H2R’s unprecedented output 

of well over 300 PS.

But even after all that hype and expectation, it’s still quite shocking to 

wind back the Ninja H2R’s throttle out of the Losail Circuit’s fi nal turn 

and on to the pit straight. There’s a maniacal shriek as the bars go light in 

the third gear, then the sound rises and falls rapidly as I tuck behind the 

screen, hold on tight and tap the quick-shifter three more times in quick 

succession. This incredible bike keeps on pulling hard deep into top 

before, with the fi rst turn rapidly approaching, I have to sit up and squeeze 

the front brake lever and brace myself against the braking force and sudden 

rush of wind on my head and shoulders. It’s a thrilling, violent experience 

from a production bike whose like has not been seen before.

Back in the pits, a mechanic presses a button on the dashboard to reveal 

that the H2R recorded a maximum of 319 km/h. A couple of braver or 

smaller journos went even faster, over 200 mph (322 km/h). (With taller 

gearing, Kawasaki’s test-rider has clocked over 357 km/h on a Japanese 

speed-bowl.) And the standard Ninja H2 had been seriously rapid on the 

straight in the previous session, revving high in top gear to get close to its 

electronically limited maximum of 300 km/h.

If you’re looking for speed and excitement, you’ve come to the right 

place with the Ninjas. Kawasaki have long prided themselves as a brand 

that delivers high performance, dating right back to the original H2 two-

stroke triple of 1972. And it’s absolutely no coincidence that the fi rm 

revived the H2 name for this pair of supercharged bikes that are the most 

outrageous and hardest-accelerating yet from a major manufacturer.

That fi rst H2, also known as the Mach IV, earned a reputation as the 

world’s quickest street bike, and also as a wild machine that spat off 

plenty of riders. It was the basis of the even more fearsome H2R 

FIRST RIDE KAWASAKI NINJA H2 AND H2R
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KNOW SOMETHING THAT THE OTHERS DON’T?
BIke India welcomes the views of its readers. Pen down any witty, logical or informative idea that hits your brain, and mail it 
to: BIKE India, Next Gen Automotive, 401B, Gandhi Empire, 5th Floor, 2 Serene Estate, Kondhwa Road, Pune - 411 040, India.
Fax:+91 20 26830465 
Email: bikeindia@nextgenpublishing.net

Chittaranjan, a small town famous 
for building railway locomotives. I 
have been riding a Yamaha YZF R15 
V1 since 2010. I mainly ride in the 
town which is not congested at all 
and has open roads. There are 
occasional rides on the highway on 
weekends to visit friends or to visit 
the capital city, Kolkata, which is 
about 250 km away. Now I am 

contemplating an upgrade and have 
short-listed the KTM RC390 and 
Kawasaki Ninja 300. Price and 
economy are not an issue for me, but 
the bike should possess a good top-
end performance and the engine 
shouldn’t feel exhausted after a long 
ride. I shall be highly obliged if you 
help me in choosing a good 
successor to my YZF R15 V1. 
Snehashis Roy, Chittaranjan,  
West Bengal

Hello, Snehashis,
Both the bikes short-listed by you are 
very capable and suitable to your 
daily use. We’d also suggest the 
Benelli TnT 300, which was 
launched recently. The best thing for 
you to do will be to take each one of 
these three for a test-ride to find out 
for yourself which is the most 
comfortable for you.

BOBBER BASED ON
THE ELIMINATOR

Being a motorcycle enthusiast and 
an amateur bike designer and 
custom bike builder, I have been a 
keen reader of Bike India since its 
inaugural issue and have been 
interacting with you off and on in 
respect of my motorcycle concepts 
and designs. The Thunder Bob was 
my first full-fledged motorcycle built 
around a Royal Enfield, which was 
published in the ‘Letters’ column of 
Bike India’s June 2014 issue. I am 
thankful to you for publicising my 
work. This motivated me to such an 
extent that recently I built a bobber 
around Kawasaki’s Eliminator frame 
and engine. The Eliminator itself is a 
perfect cruiser bike and it is 
immensely popular among riders 
with its 220-cc engine. With no 

offence to its design, I have built a 
super-low bobber around it with 
minor changes in the chassis without 
compromising on its superb 
handling and am very keen to know 
your opinion about it.
Sachin Pednekar, Uran, New 
Mumbai
Dear Sachin,
It’s nice to hear from you again. We 
commend you for continuing to 
follow your passion to create another 
mod. We wish you good luck for your 
future projects too.

LOOKING FOR THE
RIGHT UPGRADE

At the very outset I would like to say 
that I just love Bike India. Each and 
every story in the magazine is 
beautifully covered with pictures 
and information. I live in 

First of all, I would like to congratulate 
you all for the valuable work you have been 
doing for us since 2006. I live in Bangladesh 
and I have been an avid reader of your 
magazine since 2007. ‘NUDE LATINO’ in 
the July 2007 issue had me hooked 
completely. Since then I have always been 
looking forward to the upcoming issue.

In January 2014 my friends and I organised 
a bikers’ group, called Riders’ Associative 
Team of Satkhira (RATS). Satkhira is our 
home town and we are the first bikers’ group 
here. We think our group is different because 
of some of our exceptional characteristics.  
For example, stunting and touring  are not  
our main objectives. Our principal objectives 

are a) to make riders aware about the 
importance of wearing proper riding gear,  
and b) the importance of following the traffic 
rules strictly.

We have been able to do this because we 
are inspired a lot by your magazine. Thanks 
and keep up the good work.

Enamul Kabir Khan, Bangladesh

Hello, Enamul,
We greatly appreciate your kind words. The 
efforts being made by RATS are commendable 
indeed, and we hope you continue spreading 
the message of safe riding among all bikers.

Dear Readers,
Thank you for the large number of letters! However, we request you to send them in a proper format. 
Firstly, please ensure that your letters are part of the e-mail itself, and not an attachment. Only 
pictures, wherever necessary, may be sent as attachments. Secondly, please mention the subject in 
the subject line. For example, if your letter is for the ‘Letters’ column, please mention LETTERS in the 
subject line. If it is a technical query to be answered by us, please mention TECHNO MAIL and so on. 
Otherwise your mail could land up in the spam bin. This will ensure that your letters and queries are 
published regularly.

– EDITOR

A NOTE FOR OUR VALUED READERS

STAR LETTER
SPREADING THE MESSAGE OF SAFE RIDING

LETTERS
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K&N AIR-FILTER MAINTENANCE
I wish to know how to maintain a K&N 

air-fi lter. Is it necessary to buy the whole cleaning 
kit? If not, what alternative method can be 
adopted to clean the air-fi lter? Is it possible to buy 
only the oil can and where may I get the same in 
Mumbai? The shops that I tried sell only the 
whole cleaning kit. Please advise me.
Amit Gupta, Mumbai

We recommend that you buy the whole cleaning 
kit which comes with proper instructions to 
maintain the air-fi lter. A proper cleaning kit will 
keep the fi lter clean, which, in turn, will also 
help the engine breathe better.

CAN ONE GO ONE SIZE UP?
I am a regular reader and also a big fan of 

your magazine. I love it because it helps me fi nd 
the answers to most of my bike-related questions. 
I wanted to know about tyres. I own a Bajaj 
Pulsar 200NS that has clocked about 17,000 
kilometres. I would like to change the standard 
Eurogrip rear tyre and wanted to know if I could 
go up a size. I am planning to fi t the Continental 
140/70 R17 tyre. Will upgrading from a 130/70 
R17 to a 140/70 R17 be a good idea? Will it affect 
the pick-up and fuel consumption? I also want to 
fi t a K&N RC 1060 air-fi lter for better 
performance. I hope you can help me with these 
questions. 

Suresh, by e-mail
Fitting the Pulsar 200NS with a 140/70 R17 
will defi nitely have some negative effect on fuel 
effi ciency and pick-up. We would recommend 

that you stick to the tyre size that is specifi ed by 
Bajaj. If you still want to upgrade to a wider 
tyre, we would ask you to look for a 140/60 R17 
tyre. As for the K&N fi lter, you can go ahead 
and fi t it. It will help the engine breathe better.

WHY IS THE CHOKE 
BUTTON MISSING?

I am a regular reader and I wanted to say that I 
love your magazine. There is a lot of information 
regarding various aspects of motorcycles, which is 
very educative. I have learnt a lot by reading Bike 
India, but I am not really a technically sound 
person. I have been riding for a long time now 
and most of the bikes that I have owned in the 
past had a switch for choke. I own a Bajaj 
Discover 100M, which doesn’t have a choke 
button. I want to know why is it so? Does it have 
an auto choke and if so, how does it work?
Martand Gaitonde, Kolhapur

It is true that the Bajaj Discover 100M does not 
have a choke button, but it does have a choke. 
As you rightly surmised, it is called an auto 
choke and it enriches the fuel-air mixture and 
supplies it to the engine. Once the engine 
reaches running temperature the choke 
automatically gets cut off. 

HOW TO KEEP THE 
ENGINE COOL?

I am happy to report that I am now an owner of a 
brand-new KTM 390 Duke. However, there 
have been some issues that I noticed right from 
beginning. For instance, when I get stuck in a 
traffi c jam, the engine heats up quickly and climbs 
to within one bar from the temperature limit. That 

also results in my legs getting cooked with 
nowhere to go, because traffi c moves at a crawl 
and I’m boxed in entirely. Is there a way to 
improve the cooling system? May I use a more 
effective coolant?
James Fernandes, Mumbai

We are sure many KTM owners would want to 
know the answer to this question. The best way 
to keep the engine running cool is by using a 
coolant that is designed to run in extreme 
temperatures. A brand called ICE COLD 
Coolant is available in the market, which can 
help reduce the heating problem. 

TYRE UPGRADE
I recently upgraded 

from MRF tyres on my Bajaj 
Pulsar 220 DTS-i to the new 
Michelin Pilot Sport models, 
which have just been 
introduced in India. While I 
retained the 90/90 and 120/80 
sizes, I was wondering what 
were the problems associated with slightly wider 
rubber. Apart from mileage and increased drag, 
are there any effects which are harmful for the 
bike? Furthermore, why is the tyre rotation 
direction such a big deal?
V Pinchani, Pune

Fitting a wider rear tyre does entail its own 
problems. Apart from the drag and the drop in 
fuel effi ciency, the contact patch also reduces if 
the tyre is fi tted on a narrow rim. What this does 
is that it distorts the tyre, making it rounder than 
it needs to be. This also affects the overall 
handling of the bike. As for the tyre rotation 
direction, it is a big deal because of the way the 
tyre is constructed. The tread grooves are 
designed in a specifi c way to help the tyre 
perform better and the carcass of the tyre is also 
designed in a certain way to ensure maximum 
durability. If you reverse these things the tyre 
will not perform the way it is supposed to. 

GOT A QUESTION OR A PROBLEM?
WE’VE GOT THE ANSWERWrite to BIKE India, Next Gen Automotive, 401B, Gandhi Empire,

5th Floor, 2 Serene Estate, Kondhwa Road, Pune 411040, India.
Fax:+91 20 26830465 
Email: bikeindia@nextgenpublishing.net
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Follow him on Twitter  @anindasardar

We aren’t a nation of fools. That much is evident from the way we have come to rule the global 
information technology industry and various other fi elds. Why then can we not understand the 

basic rationale behind the idea of wearing a helmet? Aninda Sardar wonders

GEAR UP

HELMET. CHECK. RIDING JACKET. 
Check. Riding gloves. Check. Boots. Check. 
That’s what features on my personal check-list 
before every motorcycle ride. Ok, to be totally 
honest, I don’t particularly don the entire gamut 
of protective motorcycle clothing every time I 
take out a scooter for a quick dash to the 
grocer’s round the corner. But the helmet is a 
constant. No matter how short or insignifi cant 
the ride may be. Truth is, I’m scared. Not of 
falling, but of hurting myself when I do. 
Because no matter how skilled you may think 

you are, if you ride a motorbike you will fall. 
It may happen later than sooner, but you 

surely will. And when you do, every 
single bit of riding kit will gang up to 

keep you in riding condition.
A few days ago I noticed a small 

news piece in the most prominent 
English national daily, which was 
about a major national political 
party agreeing in principle not to 

protest against already-in-place or 
soon-to-be-implemented helmet 

laws. The report helped me remember 
another incident where I saw a bunch of people in 
the heart of Pune city staging a dharna. Against 
helmets! The biggest irony in all this struck me 
when I read the news report the following day 
about the dharna. Apparently, the protests and 
demonstrations were being conducted by a bunch 
of lawyers and doctors!

Honestly, the whole thing goes against every 

single grain of logic in any human brain. 
However stupid the person may be. How can 
one possibly argue and even justify that a crash 
helmet, which has been purpose-built to protect 
a rider’s head, is bad for health? Indeed, it defi es 
logic. And, no, arguments like “my head hurts”, 
“it’ll ruin my hair”, “I sweat too much in one” or 
“I lose my sense of speed and then end up going 
faster than I should”, et cetera, aren’t valid.

I’ve been riding for quite some time now and I 
have been wearing a lid on every ride (small or 
big) for over a decade. My head doesn’t hurt after 
a ride. The helmet has not resulted in any hair loss 
over and above what was pre-decided by my gene 
pool (I shall refrain from talking about ruining hair 
styles). I do sweat inside the lid on a hot day but 
I’d rather have a sweaty head than a cracked skull. 
And it has never affected my sense of speed, thus 
making me go faster than I should. In any case, 
there’s a speedometer smack in front of me to help 
me stay within the limits I deem safe for myself. 

If you ever ask me in person, I will always 
(like most others like me) wax eloquent about the 
virtues of protective motorcycle clothing and 
why it’s important to spend on a good kit. That 
said, I also understand that often circumstances 
prevent you from investing in adequate gear 
which is expensive. However, there can be no 
excuse for not buying and using a good quality 
helmet. After all, if you’re okay with spending 
fi fty-plus grand on a bike then there is no reason 
why you can’t spend a couple more on a good lid 
for your priceless head. Happy riding!

Avoid a cracked skull 
and shattered collar 
bones. Gear up!

IDLE CHATTER
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Quarter-litre
Orange Juice

KTM offi cially unveiled the 250 Duke and RC 250
at the Tokyo Motorcycle Show last month

ALL YOU DUKE AND RC FANS, HERE’S 
some more good news from the world of KTM. 
The Austrian bike-makers recently revealed a 
250-cc version of their popular Duke and RC 
motorcycles at the Tokyo Motorcycle Show.

The bikes look near identical to their 200-cc 
and 390-cc siblings, except for the 250 badging 
and some minor graphics on the 250 Duke. In 
case of the RC, it could easily pass off as the 
larger RC 390. In fact, the chassis and cycle 
parts are shared across the range, from 200 to 
390 and now the 250.

The new 250 twins use the same engine base 
as the 125, 200 and 390 models. The new 250-cc 
motor will further balance out KTM’s product 
placement, giving them a proper quarter-litre 
competitor, positioned between the 125 and 390 
in global markets.

The new 248.8-cc single-cylinder, DOHC 
four-valve, fuel-injected motor runs a 72-mm bore 

and a 61.1-mm stroke (against the 89 mm x 60 
mm of the 390). It makes 31.3 PS at 9,000 RPM 
with a peak 24 Nm coming in at 7,250 RPM. 
The intake valves are a larger 29 mm, with 24 
mm exhaust valves being employed. The motor 
weighs just 37.2 kg and thus the dry weight of 
the 250 Duke stands at just 139 kg; lending it a 
power-to-weight ratio of 225 PS/tonne.

Another change in the 250 Duke will be 
its tyres. While we have become used to the 
Metzeler tyres of the 390, the 250 Duke’s 17-
inch wheels will be shod with Pirelli Diabolo 
Rosso 2 rubber, which should deliver excellent 
grip in both wet and dry conditions.

KTM haven’t confi rmed the markets where 
the 250s will be sold, but we imagine they 
would sell in Japan, Indonesia and other 
capacity-sensitive markets. Should they replace 
the 200 Duke and RC 200 here in India? Well, 
we think they should, obviously.

www.bikeindia.in 23MAY 2015



 WE HEAR

ROYAL ENFIELD LAUNCH WEB STORE
Royal Enfield enthusiasts can now 
buy accessories, apparel, riding gear, 
and merchandise online through the 
company’s web store. In its initial stages 
the web store will cater to 126 cities and 
towns across the country. Similar to most 
e-commerce portals, the transactions will 
be done online with the products being 
delivered to end consumers. The new 
website will also be used to retail the 
recently launched ‘Despatch Riders’ range 
of jackets, T-shirts and trousers.

BOSCH TO FOCUS ON MOTORCYCLES
Automotive technology giant, Bosch, are 
eyeing the lucrative motorcycle market 
for their next stage of growth. Bosch have 
initiated their dedicated Two-wheeler and 
Powerports division, with its headquarters 
in Yokohama, Japan, and branches all 
over the world. The division will focus 
on developing ABS (anti-lock braking 
system) and MSC (motorcycle stability 
control). Flexibility in manufacturing will 
allow these systems to be adapted to most 
motorcycles. Of the several products, 
engine management systems (EMS) 
will be of prime focus for this next wave 
of development by the German auto  
technology giant. The employment of 
EMS can reduce fuel consumption by up 
to 16 per cent, thereby cutting down every-
day running costs for the consumer and 
achieving reduction in emissions too.

CHEMCHINA BUYS PIRELLI
China National Tire and Rubber 
Company, an umbrella firm of the China 
National Chemical Corporation, has made 
an offer of €7.1 billion (Rs 4.82 lakh crore) 
to buy into the Italian tyre manufacturer, 
Pirelli.

The deal will begin with ChemChina 
buying out 26 per cent stake in the Italian 
tyre manufacturing company, which is 
currently owned by CamFinanzaria, at 
€1.84 billion. The remaining shares will be 
sold by ChemChina on the trade market at 
€15 per share.

Whether or not this deal will affect 
Pirelli’s association with motor sport, 
particularly the WSBK, and the firm’s 
participation in events such as the recently 
held India Bike Week is not clear at this 
stage. Stay tuned for updates.

BAJAJ LAUNCH A SLEW OF BIKES
BAJAJ AUTO HAVE SUDDENLY 
gained the top spot as the mover and shaker 
of the Indian two-wheeler industry with a 
slew of launches. First up was the fully faired 
RS 200 that many a motorcycle enthusiast 
had been waiting for. The motorcycle 
was launched recently at Rs 1.18 lakh (ex-
showroom) for the standard variant and 
Rs 1.33 lakh (ex-showroom) for the ABS-
equipped version. For all of you who passed 
it off as a fully faired NS 200, there’s more 
happening under that fairing than meets the 
eye. To find out more about the Bajaj Pulsar 
RS 200, turn to page 58 for a First Ride report 
in this very issue.

Not content with just the lone launch, Bajaj 
followed the launch of the RS 200 with two 
more motorcycles, spawning a Pulsar 
Adventure Sport line-up – the Pulsar 
AS 200 and the Pulsar AS 150. The 
AS 150, which gets a 17-PS and 13-
Nm 149.5-cc, four-valve, air-cooled, 
DTS-i engine, is priced at Rs 79,000 

(ex-showroom, Delhi). The larger Pulsar AS 
200 borrows its powerplant from the NS 200 
and, therefore, features a 23.5-PS and 18.3-Nm 
199.5-cc liquid-cooled triple-spark engine. 
The AS 200 can be yours for Rs 91,550 (ex-
showroom, Delhi).

Bajaj also mentioned the arrival of a 400 in 
this fiscal year. We hope to see AS, NS and 
RS versions around that engine.

Bajaj Pulsar AS 150

Bajaj Pulsar RS 200

INDIA YAMAHA MOTOR HAVE LAUNCHED THE 
Saluto, a new 125-cc commuter motorcycle, at Rs 52,000 (ex-
showroom, Delhi). It is being produced at the company’s new 
plant in Chennai.

The 125-cc air-cooled single-cylinder engine in the Saluto is a 
‘Blue Core’ unit based on the Yamaha FZ 2.0’s 149-cc engine. It 
produces 8.3 PS at 7,000 RPM and 10.1 Nm at 4,500 RPM, thus 
balancing performance and efficiency. It is also BS IV-compliant, 
meaning the motor and this new bike will replace the old SS125 
and YBR125 BS III-compliant models in the company’s line-up.

The Saluto is available in two colours, black and red, and 
has a simple yet sporty styling to attract buyers in this high-
volume segment.

YAMAHA SALUTO 125 LAUNCHED
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KAWASAKI’S SUPERCHARGED STATEMENT
INDIA KAWASAKI MOTOR 
have launched their most 
technologically advanced and 
expensive motorcycle in India – 
the Ninja H2 – in apt fashion: at 
the Buddh International Circuit.

The new Ninja H2 is the road-
legal version of the company’s 
track-only Ninja H2R. Both use 
a supercharged 998-cc in-line 
four motor — that’s right, there is 
forced induction — and deliver 
much higher torque together with 
unprecedented power outputs. 
While the R puts out 326 PS, the 
H2 delivers a more reasonable for 
the road 210 PS with ram-air. That 
may seem identical to its normally-
aspirated sibling, the Ninja ZX-
10R, but the torque, at 133.5 Nm, is 

considerably higher.
The price-tag, even compared 

to the big ZX-14R, is eye-watering 
– Rs 29 lakh (ex-showroom, 
Delhi). But, for that, the Ninja H2 
features a unique exposed chassis 
and partial fairing. The face is 
unlike any Kawasaki on sale and 
the details which set it apart from 
the rest are what truly stand out, 
and how. The stylised star-spoke 
light alloy wheels and single-sided 
rear swing-arm with an encased 
double-barrel exhaust also take it 
to another level.

The Ninja H2 is available at 
Kawasaki dealerships around the 
country. Read our exclusive First 
Ride report of these supercharged 
Ninja twins on page 52.

THE WAIT IS OVER! SUZUKI INDIA HAVE LAUNCHED
the Gixxer SF fully-faired ‘Street Sport Bike’ at Rs 83,439 (ex-
showroom, Delhi).

The new Gixxer SF is based on the 155-cc Gixxer naked street bike 
that was launched last year. The fully faired compact supersport version 
of the Gixxer sports the same 155-cc single with 14.8 PS, but now weighs 
in at a slightly heavier 139 kg.

But is it really just that or do we have a 155-cc performance bike under 
that sporty fairing? It’s certainly a looker and there is something truly 
unique about this bike. Bike India was one of the chosen few who rode 
the Gixxer SF in Japan last month and we have a Road Test report for 
you on page 74.

THE SUZUKI GSX-S 1000 AND ITS FAIRED SIBLING, THE 
GSX-S 1000F, were revealed at EICMA 2014, and now they’re headed 
for India.

Fresh updates reveal that Suzuki will indeed launch the two bikes in 
India later this month. Both bikes employ the same K5 999-cc in-line 
four-cylinder engine that powers the GSX-R 1000. In the S twins, the 
engine is tuned to produce a peak 145 PS at 10,000 RPM and 106 Nm at 
9,500 RPM. Both bikes will feature four-stage traction control, but ABS 
will be available only on the faired version.

The bikes will be brought to India via the completely built-up unit 
(CBU) route, and their prices are expected to be around Rs 11.5 lakh 
( h ).

FAIRED WONDER FROM SUZUKI

SUZUKI TO LAUNCH GSX-S 
LINE THIS MONTH

IGNITION
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 WE HEAR

HERO-MAGNETI MARELLI JOINT 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
The joint venture between Hero MotoCorp 
and Magneti Marelli is coming to fruition 
in the form of an autonomous Production 
and Development Centre in Manesar, 
Haryana. The new centre will function as 
a research centre for the development of 
fuel-injection systems on Hero’s upcoming 
products. Hero holds a majority stake of 60 
per cent in the joint venture.

Present on the occasion were Pawan 
Munjal, Vice-chairman, MD and CEO, 
Hero MotoCorp, and Eugenio Razelli, 
CEO, Magneti Marelli, along with 
several dignitaries.

HONDA MOTORCYCLE AND SCOOTER INDIA 
TO INCREASE PRODUCTION
One of the biggest two-wheeler 
manufacturers in the country, Honda 
Motorcycle and Scooter India, have plans 
to expand their production capacity in 
order to meet the growing demand.

The company plans to expand its third 
two-wheeler production plant, which is 
located in Narsapura in Karnataka. The 
plant became operational in June 2013, 
with an annual production capacity of 18 
lakh units. Honda plan to invest Rs 580 
crore and build a new production line 
within the existing facility, which will 
add about 6 lakh units. This expansion 
manoeuvre will increase the factory’s total 
annual production to 24 lakh motorcycles 
per annum.

They are also in the process of starting 
their fourth manufacturing plant, which 
will then take the total production 
capacity to 64 lakh units per annum by 
the end of 2016.

YAMAHA LAUNCH YZF-R1 AND R1M
CLOSE ON THE HEELS OF
Kawasaki launching the Ninja H2, Yamaha 
Motor India have retaliated with a twin 
salvo of their own: they have launched the 
YZF-R1 and the sportier R1M in India. As 
we mentioned in our cover-story in the April 
2015 issue, the R1 continues to be as potent 
as it ever was and the R1M is the closest you 
can get to experiencing a race bike on road. 
In India you can get the latter at Rs 29.43 
lakh while the more humble R1 can be
yours for Rs 22.34 lakh, both prices being 
ex-showroom, Delhi.

Globally, the Japanese bike-makers have 
also launched a new Y-TRAC app that is 

designed to work with the R1M. This app 
makes use of Yamaha’s data logger and 
GPS locator to monitor and record a huge 
list of parameters such as RPM, throttle 
position, front/rear wheel speed, lean 
angle, fuel use, engine coolant temperature, 
acceleration, front/rear brake pressure and 
gear position. The Y-TRAC system also 
monitors traction control, slide control, 
lift control, ABS and launch control. One 
can transfer all the information recorded 
on the data logger to the Y-TRAC app via 
Wi-Fi. Riders can also make necessary 
adjustments from the app itself and then 
upload the settings to the bike.  

YAMAHA INTRODUCE
REFRESHED SCOOTERS

YAMAHA HAVE INTRODUCED 
refreshed versions of three bikes in their scooter 
line-up: the Ray, Ray Z, and the Alpha. The 
Ray is priced at Rs 47,805, while the Ray 
Z, which is available in a new Cyan Splash 
colour scheme, is now priced at Rs 48,936. 
The Alpha is priced at Rs 49,936 (all prices 

ex-showroom, Delhi). The trio of scooters will 
now feature engines infused with Yamaha’s 
‘Blue Core’ technology, which claims a fuel 
effi ciency fi gure of 66 km/l. The changes to the 
113-cc engine powering all these three scooters 
include a nickel spark-plug, reworked exhaust 
and revised throttle settings.

IGNITION
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LIMITED-EDITION TRIUMPH 
SPEED TRIPLE 94 LAUNCHED

THE SPEED TRIPLE HAS 
built quite a reputation for itself as 
a pretty, solid naked sports bike 
the world over since it was first 
introduced in 1994. Now, 21 years 
later, the British bike behemoths 
are paying tribute to the first of 
this lineage, and have introduced 
limited-edition Speed Triple 94 
and Speed Triple 94R bikes.

Using the platform of the 
2015 Speed Triple and Speed 
Triple R, Triumph have included 
design cues of the original Speed 
Triple 900 in the 94, creating 
an interesting dichotomy where 
cutting-edge technology meets 
old-school charm. Both bikes are 
available in ‘jet black’ or ‘racing 
yellow’ – shades matched to the 
ones available on the original 21 
years ago, even the subframe has 

been given a graphite finish to 
add to the classic look, among 
others. There are commemorative 
plaques and special retro decals 
harking back to the original for 
both versions too.

The 94R also gets some 
technical tweaks to go with these 
embellishments. Fully adjustable 
Öhlins suspension, Brembo 
monobloc radial callipers, and 
Pirelli Supercorsa SP tyres are 
all the new technical features 
on the 94R. Overseas, they’ve 
been priced at £9,749 (Rs 9 lakh 
approx) for the Speed 94 and 
£10,999 (Rs 10 lakh approx) for 
the 94R version, but there has 
been no word from Triumph on 
whether or not an introduction of 
the 94s to their Indian line-up is 
on the horizon.
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ONDA UNVEIL DREAM NEO
AND DIO POST FACELIFT

REGAL RAPTOR MOTORCYCLES LAUNCHED
REGAL RAPTOR IS A MOTORCYCLE company based in China 
under the Lifeng Group, and now they have started operations in India 
as well. A range of Regal Raptor motorcycles has been brought into the 
country via the CBU route and will be marketed by a Hyderabad-based 
company, FAB Motors.

Regal Raptor have brought three bikes to India – namely, the Cruiser 
350 (Rs 2.96 lakh), Bobber (Rs 3.22 lakh) and Daytona (Rs 3.33 lakh). 
These motorcycles are powered by a 320-cc liquid-cooled, parallel-twin 
engine, making 23.1 PS at 8,500 RPM and 22 Nm of torque at 6,500 
RPM, mated to a fi ve-speed transmission.

Bookings have opened with a Rs 50,000 down payment, and a three-
month waiting period.

If all goes well, the company will also introduce a higher range of up to 
1,800-cc motorcycles in India (though only the 320-cc motor exists right 
now). Regal Raptor also hope to establish more showrooms across the 
country by the end of this calendar year.

IT’S OFFICIAL. ERIK BUELL RACING (EBR) 
has gone bankrupt. After a fairly chequered life, 
spanning just over half a decade, the company has 
ceased operations and declared bankruptcy, this 
despite having received a shot in the arm when Hero 
MotoCorp acquired 49.2 per cent stake in the company 
in 2013. With the newly acquired partner-owner and 
the resultant funding, EBR had ambitious plans for the 
global sports bike market. The company even had a 

team racing in the AMA Superbike Championship and 
World Superbike Championship in 2014. Those plans 
have now become a thing of the past, with a statement 
from EBR saying that the company had lost the funding 
it needed to support operations. EBR will now be sold 
to a new buyer, failing which its assets will be auctioned 
to raise the money to repay creditors and employees. 
The latter will now also have to look for new jobs, given 
that retrenchment is inevitable.

ERIK BUELL RACING GOES BANKRUPT

HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND SCOOTER INDIA (HMSI),
one of the prominent two-wheeler manufacturers in the country,
have announced the availability of the new Honda Dream Neo and
Dio in Mumbai.

The Dream Neo, a motorcycle from Honda’s Dream series, gets new 
graphics on the tank, red coloured Honda logo on the side cowl, and side 
panels. The new Dream Neo is now available in black with violet stripes 
and black with red stripes. Priced at Rs 51,919 (ex-showroom, Mumbai), 
the bike is available at dealerships across India.

The Dio also comes with new stickers, side panel graphics, and a 
new logo adding to its sporty look. The scooter will be available in an 
array of dual-tone colours that include ‘jazzy blue metallic’,

‘sports red’, ‘candy palm green and black’, and a price-tag of
Rs 51,555 (ex-showroom, Mumbai).

IGNITION
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COMPLETE SET OF GEAR
Z f rotective motorcycle clothing at not too 

ave featured our pick of their products. 
c c c e rest on www.zeusmotorcyclegear.com

Zeus All Terrain Motorcycle Jacket
 This textile jacket designed for use in all seasons. It is made 

from heavy-duty 600 D Cordura with a special water-
resistant Reissa Powerskin membrane that retains 
breathability. Additionally, there are zippered 
embedded mesh panels for increased ventilation. 
For use in extreme cold it gets a 3M Thinsulate 
thermal liner. The jacket features 3M Scotchlite 
refl ective lining, CE Level 1 approved armour at 
the elbows, shoulders and wrists and EVA foam at 
the back. All of the armour is removable, of course. 
Separate pockets for mobile phones and keys add to 
practicality. Good value for money at Rs 7,200.

Zeus Highway Rider Gloves 
 Rounding off your protective motorcycle clothing is this pair of 

gloves. These gauntlets are made of grade A leather and for 
protection you get an abrasion-resistant leather palm 
with Kevlar interlining. The palm also features padded 
rubber for added comfort. On the other side, there are 
TPU moulded polyurethane and Kevlar Carbon knuckle 
and fi nger protection. Pre-curved palm and fi ngers make 
for a comfy fi t. Stitching and fi nishing is of a high order. A 
good product, and it’s not too expensive at Rs 3,480.

Zeus Motorcycle Touring 
Pants V2.0

 To complement the jacket, Zeus have a pair of purpose-
built motorcycle touring pants that will protect your lower 
body in case of a fall, courtesy EVA foam inserts at the 
hips and EN 1621 CE Level 1 approved armour at the 
knees. Featuring waist adjustability, adjustable gators 
and stretch panels at the back and knees means the 
pants will fi t people across a range of waist sizes. All 
zippers used are heavy-duty YKK. A unique feature of the 
pants is its compatibility with WARMEE self-heating 
pads, which can be inserted into the pants. These 
touring pants are available for Rs 6,880.

NEW PRODUCTS
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The information console of a motorcycle. Most modern-day 
motorcycles use a multi-function display to inform the user 
everything from engine speed in revolutions per minute (RPM) 
and current speed to real-time fuel economy, distance to empty 
tank and next service due, etc. A set of buttons allows the rider 
to toggle displays and select which one s/he wants to have at a 
given time.

MULTI-FUNCTION DISPLAY

The tail section of the motorcycle attached to the chassis. The sub-
frame usually has the seat, tail-lamp assembly, turn indicators and 
registration number-plate mounted on it. If the bike uses a twin 
coil-spring suspension set-up at the rear, the top ends of the units are 
attached to the subframe.

SUB-FRAME

A common suspension 
set-up wherein a coil 
spring consists of a 
metal spring coiled 
around a hydraulic 
damping unit. It 
connects the swing-arm 
to the chassis at the 
rear. Some may feature 
step adjustments for 
preload to soften or 
stiffen the spring, while 
some others may have a 
gas-charged canister for 
rebound damping. A 
coil spring is either 
offered in pairs – one 
on either side, in most 
entry-level motorcycles 
– or as a stronger, 
single unit (commonly 
called a mono-shock), 
mounted under the 
seat, that offers more 
stable dynamic 
performance.

COIL SPRING SUSPENSION

The means of linking the rear wheel and suspension to the 
chassis (or engine in some cases). The swing-arm, located below 
the rear sub-frame, usually resembles a fork, or a rectangular box 
section, but can also be a single-sided unit as seen in some more 
exotic applications, such as those seen on some Ducati and MV 
Agusta models.

SWING-ARM

BOSCH TECHNO BIBLE
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EXHAUST OXYGEN SENSOR
THE EXHAUST OXYGEN SENSOR, 
also known as the ‘Lambda sensor’, 
is an important device in petrol 
engine management system, 
responsible for maintaining a 
closed-loop control of inducted air 
to fuel ratio. The Lambda sensor, 
situated in the exhaust pipe, is a 
solid-state electrolyte, galvanic 

oxygen concentration cell (Nernst 
Cell) with its reference electrode 
exposed to the atmospheric air and 
the other electrode exposed to 
exhaust gas. The disparity in 
oxygen concentration at the 
electrodes produces an output 
voltage that fl uctuates sharply in 
response to variation in inducted 

air-to-fuel ratio. Thus, based on the 
voltage produced, it signifi es 
whether the mixture is lean or rich. 
The voltage generation ranges from 
800 to 1,000 millivolts for rich 
mixtures to as low as 100 millivolts 
for lean mixtures. The transition 
from rich to lean corresponds to 
450 to 500 millivolts.

An engine mounting style wherein the crankshaft is 
lengthwise to the bike’s chassis as opposed to perpendicular. 
For example, BMW’s opposed-twin equipped motorcycles, 
Moto Guzzi’s V-twins and the Honda Gold Wing use this 
layout.

LONGITUDINAL ENGINE
A twin-cylinder engine where the two cylinders are 
positioned radially as opposed to a parallel or in-line 
confi guration, usually at angles up to 90º. The most common 
examples are those used by Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
who only use a V-twin confi guration. They are also seen in 
sport bikes, such as those from Ducati and Hyosung.

V-TWIN
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, V-MAX!

NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES I 
try to explain the complexity of the design 
process, and the scores of different 

contributors involved in it, people still have a 
desire to attribute a particular model to just one 
individual. Look deeper, and the opposite is 
invariably true.

I spent some time last year correcting a well-
meaning reader, who kindly published on 
Wikipedia that I had designed the Ducati Diavel. 
No, I didn’t. I helped lay out the basic proportions 
when the project was a blank sheet of paper, but 
that’s a whole different ball-game from defi ning the 
fi nal shape. That part should rightfully be credited 
to Ducati in-house designer, Bart Janssen-
Groesbeek, also responsible for the latest Monster 
incarnation. Let justice be served on that count. 
Correcting untruths on Wikipedia is no easy task 
either, as its creator, Jimmy Wales, discovered 
when he tried to amend an error someone had 
published about his own personal details.

In a similar vein, when I read of the demise of 
‘Yamaha V-Max designer’ Kenji Ekuan in a 

number of motorcycle magazines recently, the 
same alarm bells went off. Ekuan was the founder 
of GK Design Associates, one sub-division of 
which, GK Dynamics, has been responsible for 
most of Yamaha’s motorcycle designs to date, right 
from both company’s mutual beginnings in the 
mid-1950s. None the less, that description no 
doubt came as quite a surprise to the people who 
actually created the the V-Max — GK designer, 
Atsushi Ichijo, under the leadership of GK 
Dynamics MD, Atsushi Ishiyama. You can 
add to those two Yamaha’s project leader, Akira 
Araki, the US-based designer, John Reed, and 
product planner, Ed Burke, along with a whole 
string of engineers, junior designers, clay 
modellers, product planners and the chap who 
swept the fl oor.

While Ekuan-san was without doubt a 
visionary, and the spiritual leader of the entire GK 
corporation (he was a former Buddhist monk, so 
that title is no exaggeration), he was no more 
responsible for a single line on the V-Max, or any 
other Yamaha in recent history, than Bill Gates 

‘This year sees the 30th anniversary of the V-Max, which remained in production with only minor 
modifi cations until it was replaced by the current model in 2009’. Glynn Kerr recounts the history
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Original V-Max 
made quite an 
impact in 1985

Stylised parts were made to look mechanical to 
emphasise the engine

was for personally writing the script for Windows 
8. The difference between creating something and 
creating the environment for something to exist is 
fundamental. Each is vital to the story, and, when 
successful, each can be recognised as a visionary 
in his/her own right. One is essentially about 
politics, management and funding, while the 
other is about creating the actual vehicle. Only 

FEATURE DESIGN TRENDS
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start-ups have a brief chance of mixing the two  
in the modern age. The likes of Ettore Bugatti  
and George Brough as hands-on patrons are  
long gone.

The primary goal in the V-Max brief was to 
create a new direction in custom bike design.  
The plan was to draw sales away from  
Harley-Davidson without encroaching on the 
traditional Virago interpretation of the Japanese 
H-D clone. In reality, it’s unlikely that the Motor 
Company lost a single sale due to the V-Max, 
which ended up defining an entirely new category 
of its own. Now referred to as the power cruiser, 
Harley-Davidson themselves entered the same 
category 16 years later with the V-Rod. Hmmm, 
V-Max/V-Rod? Seems it’s not always the 
Japanese who allow themselves a little plagiarism 
from time to time.

This year witnesses the 30th anniversary of  
the V-Max, which remained in production with 
only minor modifications until it was replaced by 
the current model in 2009. A 24-year production 
run is a pretty impressive record, especially for a 
bike that ended up finding a different customer 
group from the one the marketing people had 
originally targeted. Back in 1995, Motor Cycle 
News (UK) got wind of an upcoming redesign, 
and had me produce an ‘artist’s impression’ of 
how it might look. They were out by 14 years, 
and I was inevitably out on the styling, but 
replace my 1995 silver parts with 2009 black bits, 
and I’d argue it was in the right direction. A 
senior Yamaha official nixed my sketch at the 
time as not having understood the spirit of the 
model, even though the upside-down forks and 
more curvaceous, sensual feel to the styling 
turned out to be bang on target.

A major part of the V-Max’s success was that it 
made a bold statement, and was quite unlike 
anything else on offer. Kawasaki’s Eliminator, 
which also appeared in 1985, was arguably the 
only other model in its class, but the V-Max beat 
it hands down in presence and sheer oomph. At 
145 PS in unrestricted form, it provided the 
straight line power that its drag-bike styling 
anticipated, even if its handling left much to be 
desired. The bodywork appeared minimal, with 
an emphasis on the engine and those famous air 
intakes — dummies, to the great disappointment 
of Ichijo, who told me how hard they tried to 
make the ram-air system workable. A few years 
later, the technology was there, but in the early 
1980s, it was not to be. 

The tiny gas tank wasn’t a tank at all, the real 
reservoir being hidden under the seat, just as with 
the full-dress Venture tourer, from which the V4 
engine was sourced. The Venture made ‘just’ 90 
PS, still pretty respectable for the early ’80s, so the 
V-Max’s 60 per cent increase was admirable (even 
if few early production bikes allegedly hit that 
target). Sub-10-second quarter-mile times were 
the goal, or at least the dream that customers 
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Changes were 
minor from 1985 

to 2007. The model 
was pulled  

for 2008

V-Max inherited 
the engine and the 

under-seat fuel-
tank layout from 

the Venture tourer

The second 
generation, now 

known as the 
VMAX, arrived in 

2009
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bought into. The dragster image, with a meaty 
rear tyre and emphasis on the oversized engine 
(thanks mainly to those scoops) all helped cement 
the image.

Designed primarily for the US, the success of 
the V-Max in other markets came as something of 
a surprise to its creators. As a result, the second 
generation was developed for an international 
market from the outset. Based on a concept model 
introduced at the 2005 Tokyo Motor Show, the 
1,679-cc replacement arrived in 2009 and pushed 
the power to 175 PS at the rear wheel (200 PS 

measured at the crank), although with a 
substantial weight penalty of  
315 kg wet. Range is somewhat limited owing to a 
heavy fuel thirst and a relatively small tank.  
But then range isn’t the primary concern for a 
stop-light racer.

Re-designing a cult machine is never an easy 
task. Even though the iconic aspects that made 
the original model famous — power and the 
appearance of power — were exaggerated even 
further, the impact of the new V-Max on a market 
where 175 PS has become almost the norm can 

Im
ag

e 
Co

py
rig

ht
: G

lyn
n 

Ke
rr

(L to R) Atsushi Ichijo, designer of the original V-Max, a younger Glynn Kerr, and Atsushi Ishiyama, then 
president of GK Dynamics, in Tokyo, 1988 

The 30th anniversary ‘Carbon’ model will be  
for Europe only

The funeral of GK founder, Kenji Ekuan, was held at  
Zojoji, the Chief Temple of the Jodo Buddhist Sect,  
on 17 March 2015
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FEATURE DESIGN TRENDS

never repeat the earlier feat. And although the 
essential layout has been retained, the swoopy 
bodywork slightly detracts from the engine. It’s 
more fluid than its predecessor, but that 
simultaneously makes it look less raw. One 
important change, though — the intakes on the 
post-2009 V-Max (officially re-titled VMAX for 
the re-launch) are now fully operational.

Thirty years later, the VMAX has been 
trumped in displacement by Triumph’s 2,300-cc 
Rocket III, and in style by Ducati’s Diavel, but it 
continues to impress by its sheer presence. In 
celebration of its 30th anniversary, Yamaha have 
issued a commemorative ‘Carbon’ model. With 
exclusive bodywork and Akrapovic slip-on 
mufflers, the VMAX Carbon is curiously a 
Europe-only phenomenon. It will not be available 
through its Star brand in the US — the nation the 
V-Max was originally designed for.

In addition to decades of Yamaha production 
models, GK Design Associates have brought us 
products as diverse as the Komachi bullet train 
that connects Tokyo with northern Japan, and the 
Kikkoman soy sauce bottle. Despite reports to the 
contrary, its founder, the late Kenji Ekuan, did not 
have a hand in shaping the V-Max, but he put 
together the organisation that did, and created the 
environment in which it could happen. And in 
that respect, without Ekuan, there would indeed 
be no V-Max.

The 2004 Triumph Rocket III outdid the V-Max in size...

...and the 2011 Ducati Diavel out-styled it

My own ‘artist’s impression’ of how the replacement  
V-Max might look, back in 1995 — 12 years before it came out

Other GK Group designs include the Komachi bullet train...

GK Design  
Group 

founder,  
Kenji Ekuan, 
who passed 

away recently

Paying their 
last respects 
to GK founder, 
Kenji Ekuan, 
at Zojoji...

... and the 
Kikkoman  
soy sauce 

bottle
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LUXE 
TOURING

We ride Harley-Davidson’s latest luxury cruiser, the Street Glide Special
STORY: RAVI CHANDNANI  PHOTOGRAPHY: ROMMEL ALBUQUERQUE

FIRST RIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE SPECIAL
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RIDING A HARLEY IS ALWAYS 
fun because you can enjoy its massive 
presence on the road and feel like a king. 

Recently, I swung a leg over a Harley-Davidson 
bike that truly offers you the opportunity to own 
the road, as it were. It is massive, has one of the 
most comfortable seats on a bike in the world and 
an array of features that will put a small car to 
shame. Let’s get to know the new Harley-

Davidson Street Glide Special. 
This is the crème de la crème of baggers and I 

rode it recently in sunny Goa. At fi rst its massive 
presence is likely to overwhelm you. The gigantic 
fairing, jumbo saddle-bags, gleaming chrome and 
that monstrous V-twin motor make you nostalgic 
about the era when such motorcycles ruled the 
roost in America and beyond. But this modern-
day bagger is not just luxury on two wheels. Its 

stupendous size is matched by the array of 
features it offers. New for 2015, the Street Glide 
Special gets a new, bigger in-dash touchscreen 
that features radio, navigation, Bluetooth 
connectivity and also a USB port for your iPad or 
iPhone. The 5.25-inch speakers produce sound 
of a great quality, clearly audible even while on 
the go. The best feature of them all is the 
operability of the touchscreen even with your 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE SPECIAL

www.bikeindia.in MAY 2015www.bikeindia.in 43MAY 2015



gloves on. Another thing that impressed me 
about this mildly updated Street Glide Special 
was the pearl-finish paint job and the elegant 
pin-striping that elevates its elegance to a whole 
new level. 

The Special is just as impressive to ride as the 
regular Street Glide. Its suspension set-up is 
quite good for Indian conditions and the ride 
quality is brilliant. The 103 cubic inch (or 1,690-
cc) V-twin is torquey, providing excellent 
rideability even at low speeds. Linear and smooth 
power and torque delivery are the highlight of 
this motor. The ergonomics of the Street Glide 
Special are also highly commendable. The riding 
position is quite natural and, thanks to a super 
comfortable seat and wide handlebars, you can 
enjoy long rides on the highway without 
complaining. 

On the go, the Special doesn’t really feel like a 
massive motorcycle and that is due to its design. 
The engine is placed low in the frame which 
gives it great centre of gravity, thus you don’t feel 
the bulk of it while riding. Being a long and low-

Bigger and better screen is very easy to usePin-striping elevates the elegance to a new level

Gloves DSG
Boots CAT

Rider Ravi Chandnani
Helmet KYT
Jacket DSG 

GEARCHECK

RIDING GEAR PARTNER

Denim
Wrangler Sun Shield

slung cruiser, the Special doesn’t really likes 
corners, but if you ride it gently on zigzag roads, 
it will reward you with decent handling and 
superb stability. 

The Street Glide Special from Harley-
Davidson is a motorcycle that will impress you 
with its massiveness, heritage and, most of all, its 
road presence. At Rs 29.91 lakh, it may be an 
expensive motorcycle, but then you don’t just 
invest in a motorcycle. When you buy a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle, you not only get a very 
good cruiser, you also get the exclusive chance to 
join the H-D family and enjoy the richness of its 
tradition.

Engine 1,690cc, V-twin, OHV, 2-valves
Output 138 Nm at 3500 RPM
Gears Six-speed
Brakes Disc (F/R)
Tyres 130/70x18 (F), 180/65x16 (R)
Price Rs 29.91 lakh  
  (ex-showroom, Pune)

NEED TO KNOW
H-D STREET GLIDE SPECIAL

FIRST RIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE SPECIAL
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The Ducati Scrambler was offi cially launched in Asia at an event 

held in Thailand. Bike India was on hand to participate in the 

proceedings, and here are all the impressions we gleaned

when Ducati’s newest offspring was fl agged off

STORY: HARKET SUCHDE  PHOTOGRAPHY: DUCATI

C
AST YOUR MIND TOWARDS 

Ducati’s long and illustrious line of 

products, and chances are you’ll be 

thinking of straight-laced, 

performance-oriented, highly 

technical machines. A little bit like a grand opera 

— quintessentially Italian, highly focused, 

technically spot-on, and with a multitude of 

individual pieces working in perfect harmony to 

create a symphony that stirs the soul. Someone 

obviously didn’t deliver this script to the team of 

Bologna’s boys that developed the Scrambler, 

because, going by the same analogy, the 

Scrambler is good old rock ‘n’ roll — a wild child, 

a paragon for pandemonium while also bringing 

technique, albeit in a completely different guise, 

to the table. 

I, for one, love me some rock ‘n’ roll, so I was 

chuffed at the prospect of heading out to 

Thailand on a mission to explore the world of 

Scrambler, or, as the marketing boffi ns at Ducati 

tagged it, the Land of Joy. Now, Ducati are well 

aware of how much of a culture shock the 

Scrambler is in the eyes of your average 

Ducatisti, and as such they’ve reiterated the fact 

that the Scrambler is more like a sub-brand rather 

than a new addition to their portfolio. This isn’t 

idle marketing spiel either, because ‘Scrambler 

Ducati,’ written that way to emphasise the 

independence of the Scrambler moniker, carries 

under its umbrella four distinct designs based on 

the Scrambler frame and powertrain. The base 

Icon that we rode here in Thailand will be 

launched alongside an off-road focused Urban 

Enduro, a throwback styled Classic, and a fl at-

track purpose-built Full Throttle. 

The Ducati Scrambler (Scrambler Ducati is 

just plain weird!) isn’t a bolt from the blue, 

though, because Ducati launched the very fi rst 

Scrambler way back in 1962. In biking 

chronology, ’62 was around the time when the 

popularity of Steve McQueen and his motorcycle-

themed movies were reaching their zenith. 

Ducati’s North American distributor, seeing an 

opportunity to strike while the iron is hot, asked 

the Italian marque to build a small, fun, dual-

purpose bike that would appeal to McQueen fans 

— the Scrambler was Ducati’s answer to this 

request. It lasted for 12-odd years before passing 

away into oblivion...until now. 

The new Scrambler’s designer, 26-year-old 

FIRST RIDE DUCATI SCRAMBLER
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Julien Clement, spoke about the forces that 
drove him to hone in on this particular design 
for the bike. He went through great lengths to 
stress the fact that this new Scrambler is a 
modern interpretation of the classic, not a 
reboot. Julien’s story is an interesting one too. 
Originally an intern at Ducati while still 
attending design school, he stumbled upon the 
old Scrambler and drew his version of the bike 
on a whim. A few years later, when Ducati 
actually decided to reincarnate the Scrambler, 
they remembered young Julien’s efforts, and 
brought him back on board to design the bike! 

Julien wasn’t the only lead designer on the 
project either, because when Ducati say the 
Scrambler is a lifestyle product, they really want 
you to believe it, and, as such, they’ve created a 
whole raft of rider apparel and accessories to 
match the neo-classic ethos of the bike. From 

wrist-watches to shirts and everything in 
between, their catalogue of supplementary 
products, numbering a staggering 35 pieces, is 
more than I’ve seen made for a brand-new bike. 

This doesn’t even include the customisable 
bits on the actual bike. Mixing and matching 
parts like handlebars, tank embellishments, 
seats, wheels, exhaust pipes and the works is 
very much possible because all versions of the 
Scrambler are built on the same frame, so you 
can cherry-pick your Scrambler to look and feel 
exactly like you want it. I even heard chatter of a 
side-car for the Scrambler under development 
by the manufacturer to complete that whole 
heritage vibe, but no confi rmation was 
forthcoming. Well, side-car or no, the Scrambler 
range consists of a quartet of gorgeous looking 
bikes, with the Urban Enduro in particular 
drawing backward glances out of me.   

Now, on to the most important bit — how 
the bike fared. The sweltering 39-degree heat of 
Thailand coupled with her high humidity levels 
meant the Icon was being tested by us in 
climates very similar to those you might fi nd in a 
lot of places up and down India. European 
bikes are notorious for misbehaving when 
subjected to the rigours of Indian climes, but 
the air-cooled Icon cruised along without a 
hitch. While the biggest of the original 
Scramblers sported a 450-cc single, Ducati have 
moved on with the times in the engine 
department, unlike a certain other classic 
themed bike (this one styled like a café racer) 
launched a shade over a year ago. 

That EFI-sporting 803-cc, V-twin 
powerplant in the Scrambler range is a de-
tuned version of the one appearing on the 
Monster 795 (and 796), and what it loses out 

The Scrambler is good old 
rock ‘n’ roll — a wild child, a 
paragon for pandemonium 
while also bringing technique, 
albeit in a completely 
different guise, to the table

FIRST RIDE DUCATI SCRAMBLER
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Rise of the silver surfer: 
Kayaba rear spring doin’ 
its thing 

Crystal math: The 
Scrambler’s minimalist 
LCD dash

The Classic The Urban Enduro

How do you take your Ducati? Scrambled, of course! 

Julien Clement walks us 
through the birth of the 
new Scrambler

DUCATI SCRAMBLER
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in power output, it gains in bottom-end and 
mid-range thrust. It produces 75 PS at 8,250 
RPM and a cool 68 Nm of Torque at 5,750 
RPM; handy that, especially when it comes 
to kicking up some dust. This engine is 
mated to a very well-sorted six-speed 
gearbox, and is propped up on a Kayaba fork 
and rear shock pairing. The ride quality is on 
the fi rmer side, as is the want on a bike touted 
for its off-road abilities. 

It handles well too, thanks in part to an 
extremely frugal wet weight of 186 kg, and a 
complementary tubular trellis frame, along 
with the aforementioned suspension. For the 
fi rst time ever, Ducati have introduced a 
single front disc on any of their bikes with the 
Scrambler, but with the inclusion of ABS, 
this confi guration does what it needs to with 
minimum fuss, allowing you to explore all 
those 75 PS without the slightest feeling of 
foreboding. The riding position is upright, 
which is an issue when you approach wind-
blast inducing three-digit speeds, and while 
the rear-set foot-pegs are fi ne for short stints, 
and a boon when standing up for off-road 
action, those with a bit of a vertical presence 

will suffer from stiff-haunch-syndrome after 
more lengthy jaunts on tarmac. 

The dash may be of a cutting-edge Liquid 
Crystal Display (LCD) variety, but is 
minimalistic as they come. A dominant 
digital speedo almost dwarfs the tiny rev 
counter, and fuel and gear indicators are 
conspicuous by their absence. A handy 
addition, though, is the under-seat USB port, 
complete with a little cubbyhole to place your 
phone in while you’re charging it. 
Considering Ducati want to bring a younger, 
more diverse crowd into their fold, this 
feature in particular will go down like a riot.  

The Scrambler is manufactured in 
Thailand, a nation that has entered into a Free-
Trade Agreement with India, so we don’t 
expect it to be overly expensive either. A Rs 
6.5 lakh ex-showroom tag is highly likely, with 
the bike expected to hit showrooms, along 
with a number of its Ducati brethren, by the 
beginning of May at the very latest. And with 
the nationwide popularity of classically styled 
bikes like the Continental GT and the 
Bonneville, the Scrambler should garner a 
whole lot of attention when it fi nally arrives.

Gloves DSG
Boots Xpd Ultra

Rider Harket Suchde
Helmet Shiro Bad Boy
Jacket DSG

GEARCHECK

RIDING GEAR PARTNER

Denim
Wrangler Sun Shield

If the Scrambler is rock n’ roll, 
then this is the lead guitar 

Some kind of Monster: the Scrambler sports a 
de-tuned 803-cc Ducati Monster 795 engine 

Much merch’ : A portion of the exhaustive line of Scrambler accesories & merchandise available 
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www.bikeindia.in50 MAY 2015





THRILL, SUP
FIRST RIDE KAWASAKI NINJA H2 AND H2R

www.bikeindia.in52 MAY 2015



THRILL, SUP ERCHARGED
‘It’s a thrilling, violent experience 
from a production bike whose like 
has not been seen before’. That’s 
our fi rst impression as we ride the 
Kawasaki Ninja H2 and H2R on 
the Losail Circuit in Qatar

STORY: ROLAND BROWN  PHOTOGRAPHY: DOUBLE RED & ULA SERRA

NOBODY COULD CLAIM THEY HADN’T BEEN 
warned about the Ninja H2 and H2R. There were all those 
trailer videos last year, followed by huge coverage when the 

supercharged fours were displayed at the shows, with talk of massive 
power outputs. Then Kawasaki had said that the original estimates were 
too low, and that the street-legal H2 actually makes more than 200 PS 
with ram-air, far exceeded by the track-only H2R’s unprecedented output 
of well over 300 PS.

But even after all that hype and expectation, it’s still quite shocking to 
wind back the Ninja H2R’s throttle out of the Losail Circuit’s fi nal turn 
and on to the pit straight. There’s a maniacal shriek as the bars go light in 
the third gear, then the sound rises and falls rapidly as I tuck behind the 
screen, hold on tight and tap the quick-shifter three more times in quick 
succession. This incredible bike keeps on pulling hard deep into top 
before, with the fi rst turn rapidly approaching, I have to sit up and squeeze 
the front brake lever and brace myself against the braking force and sudden 
rush of wind on my head and shoulders. It’s a thrilling, violent experience 
from a production bike whose like has not been seen before.

Back in the pits, a mechanic presses a button on the dashboard to reveal 
that the H2R recorded a maximum of 319 km/h. A couple of braver or 
smaller journos went even faster, over 200 mph (322 km/h). (With taller 
gearing, Kawasaki’s test-rider has clocked over 357 km/h on a Japanese 
speed-bowl.) And the standard Ninja H2 had been seriously rapid on the 
straight in the previous session, revving high in top gear to get close to its 
electronically limited maximum of 300 km/h.

If you’re looking for speed and excitement, you’ve come to the right 
place with the Ninjas. Kawasaki have long prided themselves as a brand 
that delivers high performance, dating right back to the original H2 two-
stroke triple of 1972. And it’s absolutely no coincidence that the fi rm 
revived the H2 name for this pair of supercharged bikes that are the most 
outrageous and hardest-accelerating yet from a major manufacturer.

That fi rst H2, also known as the Mach IV, earned a reputation as the 
world’s quickest street bike, and also as a wild machine that spat off 
plenty of riders. It was the basis of the even more fearsome H2R 

KAWASAKI NINJA H2 AND H2R
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divisions, including Aerospace, and that no other 
fi rm could have built them — and it’s hard to 
argue with that.

Even the chassis is like nothing Kawasaki have 
ever built before, based on a tubular steel trellis 
frame that would be Ducati-like if it weren’t 
painted metal-fl ake green instead of red, and didn’t 
employ a four-cylinder engine as a stress-bearing 
member to locate the single-sided aluminium 
swing-arm. Both bikes have KYB suspension at 
front and rear, with the 43-mm forks’ adjusters set 
into the green tops that poke through the 
immaculately machined top yoke.

The standard H2’s maximum output of 200 PS 
at 11,000 revolutions per minute (without ram-air) 
puts it on a par with the latest crop of super-sports 
bikes, but its torque output before that point far 
exceeds that of conventional engines, and the 
Ninjas aren’t intended to be sports bikes. Their 
riding position is more relaxed than the ZX-10R’s, 
with handlebars 10 millimetres higher and wider, 
footrests further forward by a similar amount, and a 
more roomy and generously padded seat, which 
has 15 mm of forward/back adjustability and is 
shaped to give support under hard acceleration.

Any suggestion that the H2 is a slightly more 
comfy sports bike disappears the moment you 
open its throttle in the lower gears. The response is 
sudden, to say the least, as the supercharger kicks 
in to send the bike lurching forward with an 
abruptness that makes fi ne control diffi cult. 
Aiming the H2 around the Losail Circuit for the 
fi rst few laps, my mind fl ashed back to the 
morning’s press conference and the phrase: 

“demands the razor-sharp reactions of an 
experienced rider”. The words were written about 
the original 750-cc H2 two-stroke triple of 1972 
but ring true of its latest descendant.

The Ninja is as demanding as it’s powerful, but 
you learn to deal with it to some extent. And one 
thing’s for sure: this thrilling supercharged brute 
demands maximum concentration. I was wary of 
opening the throttle at the apex of the turns (not 
least because one fast and experienced rider had 
high-sided himself into hospital the day before) 
and found the best solution was to fi nish braking 
slightly early, then dial in a little throttle and boost 
before the apex of a turn so the bike was steady at 
full lean and able to accelerate more smoothly.

As the boost built (not that I could tell from the 
small, hard-to-read gauge) and the bike tore 
forward, it was diffi cult to be sure exactly what the 
traction control was doing, except that it usefully 
kept the front wheel near the ground as the Ninja 
catapulted down the following straight. Its 
monstrous mid-range power delivery meant it 
revved even quicker than normally aspirated bikes, 
its quick-shifter (which worked fl awlessly, but only 
on up-shifts) helped feed it gears, and its 
respectably tall screen meant I could keep my head 
out of the wind-blast. The muted sound of the 
standard exhaust was soon lost to the wind, but the 
supercharger compensated with a twittering sound 
on a closed throttle.

With a kerb weight of 238 kg the H2 is notably 
heavier than a top sports bike, but it handled very 
well. Kawasaki say they chose the trellis frame 
partly to aid cooling but mainly because it allows a 

factory triple that won races, ridden by stars 
including Paul Smart and Yvon DuHamel, but 
earned the nickname “Green Meanie” with some 
vicious behaviour at speed.

That was the spirit that forged Kawasaki’s 
reputation, and which the fi rm wanted to re-create 
with the modern Ninja H2 and H2R. They 
certainly made a good start with the styling, which 
is stunning — combining an array of dramatic, 
distinctive shapes with a quality of fi nish rarely 
seen on a production bike. The H2R is unique in 
that its carbon-fi bre half-fairing is equipped with 
pairs of aerodynamic fi ns on either side, shaped to 
provide downforce at high speed.

The H2 doesn’t have those but its mirrors were 
carefully shaped by the Aerospace division. And 
the standard model’s plastic bodywork shares a 
literally brilliant fi nish from mirror-like paintwork 
that contains genuine silver, is applied by hand 
and is unique in the automotive industry. The 
road-going Ninja also shares a host of other neat 
details, from its LED lights and neatly machined 
top yoke to the sculpted tail-piece.

Of course, the powerplant, almost all of which is 
common to both models, is special too: a 998-cc, 
16-valve four like that of the ZX-10R, but an all-
new design created to be boosted by a 
supercharger, which was also purpose-designed 
and produced in-house by Kawasaki. It’s the fi rm’s 
proud boast that the Ninjas were created to 
showcase the giant corporation’s numerous 

Any suggestion that 
the H2 is a slightly 

more comfy sports bike 
disappears the moment you 

open its throttle in the lower gears. 
The response is sudden, to say the least, 
as the supercharger kicks in to send the 

bike lurching forward
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little fl ex that aids stability at very high speeds. The 
bike lived up to that by being rock-solid in a 
straight line and composed in bends, especially 
after the mechanics had fi rmed up both ends 
slightly. The Öhlins electronic steering damper, 
which adjusts according to speed and acceleration, 
doubtless also contributed.

The relatively wide bars helped with 
manoeuvrability, and Bridgestone slicks (which 
are standard fi tment on the H2R; the H2 will 
come with street-legal Battlax RS10FGs) ensured 
heaps of grip. There was plenty of braking power 
too, with the front combination of 330-mm discs 
and Brembo radial callipers biting hard and 
refusing to fade even when the H2R was 
repeatedly hauled down from almost 320 km/h, 
though the ABS cut in earlier than the best rival 
systems.

These Ninjas aren’t designed to be practical, 
but the H2 will make a handy ZZR-style 
roadster, provided you don’t need to carry a 
pillion. The 17-litre tank capacity means range 
won’t be huge but the bike is roomy, gives decent 
wind protection, and has excellent ride quality, 
helped by a fairly generous 135 mm of rear wheel 
travel from its shock. The classy looking 
instrument panel includes fuel consumption and 
lap time info, and can be operated from the bars. 

Mirrors are wide and clear, at least until the blue 
fl ashing lights appear.

Even so, by most objective criteria neither Ninja 
makes a lot of sense. They’re more diffi cult to ride 
than most conventional superbikes, have fewer 
safety aids and would be slower round a racetrack. 
The H2R can’t be ridden on the road, and will 
need quietening before it can even be used on 
most track-days.

And, of course, their prices are high. The H2 is 
more expensive than any of the hugely capable 
super-sports bikes from rival fi rms, and the 
R-model costs almost twice as much as that. But 
how can you put a value on that supercharged 
stomp, or the thrill of the blown four’s unique 
shriek? Nothing else comes remotely close. Added 
to which, both models’ beauty and rarity should 
ensure that re-sale values remain very high.

Most of all, what’s not to like about a Kawasaki 
approach that said, “We’re going to build a pair of 
bikes that showcase the best of our company, that 
are different from anything ever built, both 
technically and visually, and are as exciting as the 
legendary machines that made us famous more 
than 40 years ago.” That sounds like a very 
admirable aim to me — and after riding them, 
there’s no doubt that these insane Ninjas hit the 
target in every respect.

Roland reckons that the bike feels 
rock-solid in a straight line and 
also highly composed in bends
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Supercharger was 
purpose-built for the 
Ninja H2 and was 
also developed in-
house by Kawasaki

Steel trellis 
frame is a fi rst 
for Kawasaki and 
was chosen to for 
its fl exibilty that 
aids stability at 
high speeds

Ram-air gives the 
Ninja H2 210 PS, 
and, on the H2R,
it’s well over 300

Exhaust on the 
H2R is so loud, it 

requires quietening 
for track-days
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KAWASAKI NINJA H2 [H2R] (2015)
 PRICE  Rs 29 lakh (ex-Pune) [NA]
 ENGINE

Configuration Liquid-cooled transverse four
Valve-train DOHC, 16 valves
Displacement 998 cc
Bore x Stroke 76 x 55 mm
Compression ratio 8.5:1 [8.3:1]
Fuelling Fuel-injection with 50-mm throttle bodies 

and Kawasaki supercharger
Maximum Power 200 PS (147 kW) at 11,000 RPM (210 PS 

with ram-air) [310 PS (228 kW) at 14,000 
RPM (326 PS with ram-air)]

Maximum Torque 133.5 Nm at 10,500 RPM [165 Nm at 
12,500 RPM]

Clutch Wet multi-plate slipper
Transmission Six-speed with quick-shift

 CHASSIS
Front suspension 43-mm KYB USD telescopic, 120-mm 

spring travel, adjustment of preload, 
compression and rebound damping

Rear suspension Single shock, 135-mm wheel travel, 
adjustment of preload, high and low-speed 
compression and rebound damping

Front brake Two, Brembo radial four-piston callipers, 
330-mm discs with ABS

Rear brake Twin-piston calliper, 250-mm disc with ABS
Front tyre 120/70 ZR17 inch Bridgestone Battlax 

RS10FG [120/60 ZR17 inch Bridgestone 
BSV01]

Rear tyre 200/55 ZR17 inch Battlax RS10FG 
[190/65 ZR17 inch BSV01]

Rake / Trail 24.5º / 103 mm
[25.1º / 108 mm]

Wheelbase 1,450 mm
Seat height 825 mm [830 mm]
Fuel capacity 17 litres
Weight 238 kg (wet) [216 kg]

SPEC TALK

THE BASIC 998-CC 16-VALVE POWERPLANT 
is all new, not a revamped ZX-10R unit, 
despite the obvious similarities and identical 
dimensions of 76 x 55 mm. Supercharged 
engines like these generate a lot of heat and 
put a huge demand on parts such as bearings, 
so the H2 lump was designed to put up with 
up to twice as much stress as a conventionally 
aspirated engine. Pistons are cast, rather 
than forged, to cope better with very high 
temperatures, and have flat tops to reduce 
compression from the ZX-10R’s 13:1 
to below 9:1.

The all-important supercharger was 
designed specifically for this job at specialist 
divisions within the huge Kawasaki group of 
companies. It turns at 9.2 times the speed of 
the crankshaft, so at the H2R’s maximum of 
14,000 RPM it’s spinning at roughly 130,000 
RPM and cramming a lot of mixture into the 
engine’s combustion chambers. It’s located 
behind the cylinders, generates 2.4 times 
atmospheric pressure and feeds a rigid 
aluminium air-box.

To withstand the extreme heat of the 
supercharged combustion the exhaust valves 
are made from two materials, Inconel and 
steel, that are friction-welded together at their 
centres. The two engines are very similar, the 
only differences being the camshafts, head 
gaskets and clutch. But their outputs are very 
different: the standard H2 makes 200 PS at 
11,000 RPM, or 210 PS with ram-air; the H2R 
puts out a staggering 326 PS when ram-air is 
taken into account. Kawasaki insist that the H2 

can’t be converted to H2R specification, though 
that might not prevent people from trying.

The chassis is unlike anything that 
Kawasaki have built before, especially for 
a four-cylinder engine. The steel tubes are 
of differing dimensions, laser-cut to ensure 
accuracy, partially hand-welded and finished 
in metal-flake Kawasaki green. The firm says 
this frame design was chosen, instead of the 
familiar aluminium beam layout, because it 
allows a little flex, which improves stability at 
very high speed. The layout also allows engine 
heat to escape and gives room for the H2’s 
single air duct from the fairing nose, and the 
H2R’s similar carbon-fibre duct on each side. 

The rear sub-frame is aluminium, as is the 
single-sided swing-arm, chosen to allow room 
on the right side for the exhaust’s silencer 
— which in the case of the standard H2 is a 
large and ugly device that some importers are 
replacing with a more attractive and doubtless 
more tuneful Akrapovic can. (The H2R has a 
race-pipe that will require quietening even for 
track-days!)

Inevitably, the Ninja H2 is heavier than a 
conventional superbike, with a kerb weight 
of 238 kg (to the H2R’s 216 kg), but it gives 
away nothing at all in trickiness. There’s 
no skimping on the cycle parts, which are 
shared by both models. Suspension is by KYB, 
including 43-mm forks with Air-Oil separate 
cartridges, developed in motocross. Brakes 
are a blend of 330-mm discs and Brembo 
radial callipers, with a revised version of the 
ZX-10R’s race ABS.

H2 TECH 

Wheelies such as these are possible even in third 
gear, that’s how torquey and powerful the H2R is
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Be it the kilometre-long back straight or the set 

of tight switchbacks of Bajaj’s proving ground 

at Chakan, the Transformer-like Bajaj Pulsar RS 

200 sure doesn’t feel like an amateur on a track

STORY: ANINDA SARDAR  PHOTOGRAPHY: SANJAY RAIKAR
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Gloves Frank Thomas
Boots XPD

Rider Aninda Sardar
Helmet Shiro R-15
Jacket Spidi 

GEARCHECK

I
N FULL RACE CROUCH WITH
head tucked away from the wind-blast, the 
kilometre-long back straight of the Bajaj 
test facility at Chakan, near Pune, feels 
endless. It’s not as if the bike I’m on is 
slow. Admittedly, the digital speedo is 

showing me 148.2 km/h at this point and there’s 
still a few metres to go before I need to shed a 
bit of speed, shift down to fourth and fl ick the 
bike into left that leads into the series of 
switchbacks. Want to know what motorcycle 
we’re on about? It’s none other than the newly 
launched Bajaj Pulsar RS 200.

The design of the motorcycle is revolutionary, 
where styling is concerned. The low-placed 
twin projector headlamps, the LED pilot lamps 
just over them and the overly sculpted fairing 
give a very unique visage to the Pulsar RS 200. 
Looking at our test bike, which was a bright 
shade of yellow, one couldn’t help but think of it 
as a two-wheeled Bumblebee from the 
Hollywood blockbuster, ‘Transformers’. 
Visually, the looks of the RS 200 will polarise 
people. Some will love it for its Transformer-

esque styling while others will fi nd the criss-
cross of cuts and dashes too overwhelming.

In profi le, the bike looks muscular but as you 
continue to look at the motorcycle two things 
grab your attention – fi rst, the clip-on 
handlebars seem a little high set, giving it a more 
sports tourer stance than a sport bike, and the 
relatively forward set (for a fully faired sport bike) 
foot-rests. Bajaj’s explanation for these is that 
both have been engineered into the design to 
ensure that riders remain comfortable in the 
saddle in spite of long hours spent in it or when 
riding through heavy traffi c, which can be a pain 
for the rider’s wrists and back on a more track-
focused machine.

As a result of these two aspects the riding 
position is quite comfortable. You sit slightly less 
hunched than you would on a more focused sport 
bike. On the downside, not having proper rear-set 
foot-rests reduces the ground clearance under 
extreme cornering. We even had a chance to sit on 
the pillion seat, which is quite comfy. The grab-
handles, which are essentially carved recesses in 
the tail-piece, are quite nice to hang on to as well.

BAJAJ PULSAR RS 200
 PRICE  Rs 1.33 lakh (ex-Pune, with ABS)

 ENGINE
Configuration Liquid-cooled, single cylinder

Valve-train SOHC, four valves

Displacement 199.5 cc

Bore x Stroke 72 x 49 mm

Compression ratio 11.0:1

Fuelling Electronic fuel-injection, 

38-mm throttle body

Maximum power 24.5 PS at 9,750 RPM

Maximum torque 18.6 Nm at 8,000 RPM

Clutch Wet multi-plate

Transmission Six-speed

 CHASSIS
Type Pressed steel perimeter frame

Front suspension Telescopic, with anti-friction bush

Rear suspension Nitrox monoshock with canister

Front brake 300-mm disc with single channel ABS

Rear brake 230-mm disc with ABS

Front wheel 17”

Rear wheel 17”

Front tyre 100/80-17”

Rear tyre 130/70-17”

Rake/trail NA

Wheelbase 1,355 mm

Ground clearance 157 mm

Tank capacity 13 litres

Weight 165 kg

SPEC TALK

At the end of a day’s blast 
around a track, the RS 

200 came across as a nice 
motorcycle to ride
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The engine has been taken straight off the 
Pulsar NS 200 but with some mods. For starters, 
this bike gets fuel-injection in place of the NS 
200’s carburation. As a result the cylinder-head is 
different. The throttle bodies are larger too, at 38 
mm. The engine also revs 500 RPM higher. On 
the transmission front there’s a six-speed ‘box at 
work. However, the rear sprocket is now a 
41-tooth unit in place of the 39-tooth sprocket of 
the NS. The combo works well enough and there 
is enough grunt that is delivered in one smooth 
arc that corresponds to your throttle wrist. The 
gearbox, too, is light and slick to shift through. 
Worthy of mention is the fact that the engine feels 
more refined than the unit in the NS 200.

Around the twists and turns of the Bajaj Auto 
test-track, the RS 200 came across as a corner-

happy fun-to-ride motorcycle. It’s quite a 
flickable bike and, therefore, quick changes in 
directions aren’t a problem at all. Even on the 
sweeping banked tightening radius ‘U’ on the 
test-track, the RS 200 holds its line and inspires 
confidence. The motorcycle feels equally planted 
on the straights too. A little discussion with a 
couple of folk from Bajaj’s product development 
team shed some light on why the bike is more 
flickable than the NS 200. You see, the rake on 
the RS is sharper by one degree, which has 
shortened the wheelbase of the bike. Given the 
smoothness of the track it will be difficult to 
predict the bike’s ride quality on our Indian 
roads, but we would think it should be 
comfortable and won’t give you a sore bum at 
the end of a day’s ride. What does merit special 

mention, though, are the specially developed 
MRF tyres that offer superb grip. 

Braking duties are taken care of by a single 
Bybre 300-mm disc at the front with single-
channel ABS and a 230-mm single disc at the 
rear. They feel decently progressive and the 
brakes bite quite sharply, helping shed speed. 

At the end of a day’s blast around a track, the RS 
200 came across as a nice motorcycle to ride. Yes, 
it’s not as track-focused as some of the others on the 
shelves. And, yes, its looks are such that you may 
not like it all that much. But then it didn’t say it was 
the perfect motorcycle to begin with, did it? It’s got 
its pluses and its share of minuses, but, far more 
importantly, at Rs 1.18 lakh it’s a very compelling 
purchase proposition for someone looking for a 
200-cc fully faired sport motorcycle. 

In there is a liquid 
cooled, 200cc engine 

with fuel injection

Twin projector headlamps should provide ample 
light for riding in the dark. High set handlebars 

offer a sport tourer like riding position

Digi-analogue instrumentation is nice and easy 
to read on the go. Fairing could have been a little 

taller for better protection from wind blast

Tail lamp design is over the top and will polarise 
opinion but grab handles scooped into the tail 

unit looks nice and is good to hold on to

The rake has been 
increased by 10, 

shortening the wheelbase 

The RS 200’s front disc, 
at 300 mm, is 20 mm 

larger than the NS 200’s

MRF tyres have been 
specially developed for 

the RS 200 and they 
work beautifully
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Enter
Adventure

‘The 1050 has been created as the bottom rung of 
the ladder, but when that ladder is the Adventure 
family, even the first rung is clearly at a high level 

– and not just in terms of seat height’
STORY: ROLAND BROWN  PHOTOGRAPHY: FRANCESCO MONTERO AND SEBAS ROMERO
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T
HEY DO “ENTRY-LEVEL” 
slightly differently at KTM. At least it 
seems that way from where I’m 
looking, over the top of a slim perspex 
windscreen, as an orange-jacketed 

lead rider cranks his 1050 Adventure through yet 
another tight mountain bend. He’s leaning at a 
distinctly not entry-level angle, and is hotly 
pursued by an Italian journalist who proceeds to 
pull a long wheelie as he exits the turn.

Those chaps’ 1050 Adventures and my 
identical bike are covering ground at a fair pace 
while feeling light, stable and effortlessly 
controllable; very much the product of a firm 
whose slogan is “Ready to Race”. The 1050 has 
been created as the bottom rung of the ladder. 
But when that ladder is the Adventure family, 
even the first rung is clearly at a high level – and 
not just in terms of seat height.

The 1050’s arrival is prompted by more than 
KTM’s desire to broaden their V-twin range with 
a less expensive model than the 1190 Adventure. 
For European markets they also wanted a twin that 
could be restricted and ridden on an A2 licence. 
That means not only making less than 47.5 PS (35 
kW) in restricted form, but no more than twice 
that amount in the first place.

Hence the new 1,050-cc V-twin’s maximum of 
70 kW, or 95 PS: right on the limit of what’s 
allowed as the basis for an A2-compliant bike. The 
Austrian engineers reached that figure by reducing 
both bore and stroke from the 1190 engine (to 103 x 
63 mm, from 105 x 69 mm), and also tweaking the 
valve timing and lengthening the intake trumpets, 
which is beneficial for low-rev performance.

The chassis is also heavily based on that of the 
1190, with some changes to reduce production 
costs and improve manoeuvrability for less 

experienced (or simply shorter) riders. 
The tubular steel frame and 

aluminium swing-arm are 
retained, and KTM’s subsidiary 
WP still provides suspension. 

But the front forks are slimmer, 
non-adjustable 43-mm units with 

slightly reduced 185-mm 
travel. And the shock is a 
relatively simple device with 

only preload and rebound 
damping adjustment to 

control the unchanged 190 mm 
of wheel travel.

Wheels come in unchanged 19-inch 
front, 17-inch rear diameters but they’re 

cast alloy, rather than the tubeless-ready 

wire-spokers fitted to the other Adventures. That 
reduces off-road strength but saves a kilo of 
weight. The wheels are also narrower, as are the 
Metzeler Tourance Next tyres they wear, which 
come in 110/80 front and 150/70 rear sizes.

The one-piece handlebar, on the other hand, 
is slightly wider, but the screen remains 
unchanged from the 1190’s, so is adjustable for 
height after you’ve unlocked it with a couple of 
levers, which requires both hands so can’t be 
done on the move. Instruments and controls are 
also retained, so the view is of an analogue tacho 
inset with orange-faced digital display 
containing the speedometer, fuel-gauge and 
other information; and on the left of that the 
comprehensive menu of electronic settings.

The 1050’s electronics are simpler than the 1190’s 
because it has a more basic traction control system, 
and three rather than four riding modes: Sport, 
Street and Rain. (The ‘Off-road’ mode, which 
incorporates a front-wheel-only ABS setting, is 
available as an optional extra.) But the 1050 was 
reminiscent of the larger-engined model as its 75º, 
liquid-cooled V-twin motor came to life and sent 
the bike surging forward with a light clutch action 
and an impressively smooth and flexible feel.

KTM have done a good job of perfecting the 
fuelling of their recent Adventures, and the 1050 is 
no exception. On the brief stretch of urban road, 
and then the faster one running along the Gran 
Canaria coast, it pulled easily from low revs, feeling 
pleasantly smooth and relaxed. Throttle response 
was very crisp in the ‘Sport’ mode, with ‘Street’ 
giving a slightly softer delivery, although neither 
was remotely abrupt.

This bike can’t approach the 1190’s maximum 
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KTM 1050 ADVENTURE
 ENGINE

Configuration  Liquid-cooled, 75º V-twin
Valve-train  DOHC, eight valves
Displacement  1,050 cc
Bore x Stroke  103 x 63 mm
Compression ratio  13:1
Fuelling  Keihin digital fuel-injection
Maximum power  95 PS at 6,200 RPM
Maximum torque  107 Nm at 5,750 RPM
Clutch  Wet multi-plate slipper
Transmission  Six-speed

 CHASSIS
Front suspension  43-mm WP upside-down telescopic fork,  

 185-mm travel
Rear suspension  WP single shock, 190-mm spring

 travel, adjustment for preload and
 rebound damping

Front brake  Two, four-piston Brembo radial callipers,  
 320-mm discs with ABS

Rear brake  Twin-piston Brembo calliper, 276-mm   
 disc with ABS

Front wheel  3.00 x 19” cast aluminium
Rear wheel  4.50 x 17” cast aluminium
Front tyre  110/80 x 19” Metzeler Tourance Next
Rear tyre  150/70 x 17” Metzeler Tourance Next
Rake/trail  26º / 120 mm
Wheelbase  1,560 mm
Seat height  850 mm
Tank capacity  23 litres
Weight  212 kg (without fuel)

SPEC TALK

Smaller bore and stroke has resulted in the 1050 cc

The adjustable wind-screen is borrowed from 1190 

output of 150 PS, but its torque output keeps up all 
the way to 6,000 revolutions per minute, at which 
point it simply straightens out to the 8,500-RPM 
limit, rather than continuing to climb. Whereas the 
bigger motor keeps revving harder and higher until 
delivering its maximum power at 9,500 RPM, the 
1050 maxes out at just 6,200 RPM. Not 
surprisingly, it felt breathless at higher revs, and ran 
into the limiter if I didn’t change up promptly 
through the sweet-shifting ‘box. 

On the open road the Adventure cruised 
effortlessly at about 140 km/h, well short of its top 
speed of about 210 km/h, while I sat feeling fairly 
well protected by the screen. In its highest position 
this did a good job of diverting the breeze, 
although I’m tall. Shorter riders will fare even better 
and will also benefi t from the new seat, which is 10 
millimetres lower at 850 mm. The 1050 is still quite 
a tall bike, but its generous steering lock also helps 
with manoeuvrability. And at 212 kg without fuel 
it’s fi ve kilos lighter than the 1190.

This being a KTM launch, it wasn’t long till the 
pace picked up. When we turned off on to the fi rst 
twisty stretch, the lead rider pulled the pin to 
highlight what the 1050 could do. With its wider 
bars, reduced weight and narrower wheels and 
tyres, it was slightly more fl ickable than the 1190 
Adventure, which itself is outstandingly agile by 
big dual-purpose bike standards. The smaller 
V-twin could be hustled round hairpins with the 
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The 1050 certainly 
goes much of the 

way to offering the 
performance and 
versatility of the 

mighty 1190
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merest nudge of the bars, and steered with superb 
precision and neutrality.

It also found plenty of grip, even when the road 
surface turned distinctly rough and gravelly at one 
point, and also when spits of rain made a smoother 
surfaced stretch look distinctly slippery. The KTM 
just rumbled round, feeling very sure-footed, it 
Metzelers gripping reliably and with its traction 
control system ready to help out if necessary.

The 1050 doesn’t have the 1190’s lean angle 
sensor, so the traction control is less sophisticated 
(I wasn’t going to take liberties with the throttle, as 
you can with the 1190), but the system adjusts 
automatically with engine mode and is still worth 
having. As with the 1190, riding mode and other 
options are controlled by the left handlebar’s panel 
of buttons, which are logical to operate but require 
a fair amount of fi ddling that can be slightly 
distracting when riding.

Borrowing its braking hardware from the 1190 
ensured that the 1050 had plenty of stopping power 
too. Its front stopper is an unchanged blend of 
320-mm front discs and Brembo four-piston radial 
callipers, with a 267-mm disc and twin-pot calliper 
at the rear. Here, too, the 1050 can’t match its 
sibling’s electronic sophistication, because its ABS 
is a conventional Bosch set-up rather than the 
1190’s cornering system. 

We didn’t ride far enough to comment much on 
comfort, and the launch route also gave no chance 
to test the Adventure’s off-road ability. But early 
signs are encouraging. The thinner seat seemed 

comfortable enough, and can be replaced by the 
1190’s adjustable-height version as an accessory. 
The tank’s unchanged 23-litre capacity would 
make it good for a realistic 280 km at the hectic 
launch pace’s 7.5 litres/100 km, and 320 km-plus 
with more gentle use.

Almost all the Power Parts designed for the 1190 
models also fi t the 1050, so it comes with a ready-
made list of extras ranging from luggage and crash-
bars to an Akrapovic can, plus even the wire-
spoked wheels and bash-plate, which, along with 
the ‘Off-road’ mode (which can be retro-fi tted), 
should turn it into a very handy off-roader.

The 1050 certainly goes much of the way to 
offering the performance and versatility of the 
mighty 1190, in a more accessible and potentially 
A2-legal form. It’s not cheap for an entry-level 
model, and has to compete with some capable 
and considerably less expensive rivals, including 
Triumph’s revamped Tiger 800s. But if ever 
there’s a novice-friendly bike that is capable of 
shining in just about any situation, it’s surely the 
1050 Adventure.

Bore and stroke were reduced from 105 x 69 mm to 
103 x 63 mm to make it A2 license compliant
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TRACK-DAYS ARE A FUN WAY TO ENGAGE WITH YOUR 
existing customers, and KTM, a company that has racing deeply 
embedded into their DNA, have done exactly that with their 

Orange Day effort. This was the seventh edition of the Orange Day held in 
Pune and similar track events are held in metropolitan cities like Delhi, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Chennai, Mumbai, and Kochi. 

The event was open to participants astride 200 Dukes and RC 200s. The 
390 twins were not allowed to participate so as to make it a fair proving 
ground. The participants were required to register and separate races were 
held for RC 200 and 200 Duke. After registration, a classroom briefing was 
held to educate the riders about the track. Varad More, a veteran rider, was the 
track instructor during the demo laps and informed the participants of the 
apices and optimum trajectories around the track. A total of 61 participants 
comprised 49 Duke riders and 12 RC riders. 

After the multiple rounds, finalists in each round qualified to the final 

race. Having qualified for the final round, we finished fourth, a position shy 
of the podium. Following this the podium ceremony was held wherein the 
winners were awarded KTM Powerparts and Powerwear. The evening 
culminated with a stunt show that had the crowd highly excited with every 
wheelie and stoppie. 

Amit Nandi, Head of KTM India, said, “The ethos of KTM brand is 
deeply rooted in racing and we want KTM owners to appreciate the ample 
thrills that a KTM bike can provide on a racetrack. Orange Days are 
conducted in every major city and will keep on growing in scale over the 
next few months. KTM holds the reputation of being an exclusive premium 
brand and we are keen to provide the KTM patrons an experience that is 
uniquely KTM.”

In addition to the Orange Days, we would love to watch KTM organise a 
one-make championship similar to the Honda one-make championship held 
under the aegis of the FMSCI.

Orange Rush
When KTM invited us to the Downtown Racing track in Pune, 
we grabbed our leathers and swung a leg over an RC 200 to 

experience Orange Day. Here’s the report
STORY: ANIRUDDHA MULGUND  PHOTOGRAPHY: KTM
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IN THE COLLECTIVE MEMORY OF  
the Indian motorcyclist, it is the Yamaha RD 
350, RX 100 and Suzuki Shogun that stand out 

when one mentions the heyday of the two-stroke 
era. It’s a bit unfair, though, for India’s love affair 
with two-stroke two-wheelers stretches further 
back. One name (rather two) that can still bring a 
smile to the face of those who rode in the days 
before the emission norms that strangled the two-
stroke world is Jawa.

The production of this Czechoslovakian 
machine started in Mysore in 1961 and continued 
until 1974 under the Jawa brand name. After 1974 
the licensing laws required the company to be 
branded under the Yezdi name. Production 
continued until ever stringent emission norms 

ensured that two-strokes were condemned to die. 
The Ideal Jawa factory continued the production 
until 1996 and popular models included the 
Roadking, Oilking, Monarch and the Classic. 
The factory was functional until 2002 and was 
subsequently shut down. The days of the two-
stroke motorcycle, and, therefore, Yezdi and 
Jawa, were over. However, what did not 
disappear was the love that the users of these 
motorcycles had for them. More than a handful of 
them continue to own, restore and repair these 
motorcycles that form a significant chapter in the 
annals of Indian motorcycling. More importantly, 
these enthusiasts have never stopped riding their 
Jawas and Yezdis to all corners of the country.

The first concerted effort to form an association 

of Jawa/Yezdi lovers happened in 2002 when 
vintage and classic bike collector Mandar Phadke 
and a motley crowd of like-minded people 
decided to form the Yezdi & Jawa Owners’ Club 
of India (YJOC India). Besides Mandar, the 
founder-members included Hiren Chande, 
Vinod Rajagopal, Shekhar Kadam, Sham 
Karandikar, Anna Mane, Bhau Satalkar, Umesh 
Pawar, Baban Dixit and Atul Gokhale.

“We began to look out for like-minded people 
some time ago, who would help and support our 
cause of promoting the Jawa/Yezdi name in 
India. We designed and printed pamphlets with 
our contact numbers, asking people to join the 
Yezdi & Jawa Owners’ Club Of India. We would 
spend evenings at parking lots searching for these 

      PRESERVING    
STORY: ANIRUDDHA MULGUND PHOTOGRAPHY: YEZDI & JAWA OWNERS’ CLUB OF INDIA

The two-stroke era produced some memorable motorcycles. Among them one           name has left an enduring imprint in the minds of most Indian bikers: the Jawa, 
   which later morphed into the Yezdi. Here’s how a bunch of enthusiasts           have preserved the Jawa/Yezdi legacy for the sake of passion and posterity
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    A LEGACY
bikes and putting pamphlets/stickers on the 
bikes. We also displayed posters at all the garages 
frequented by Jawa/Yezdi owners,” says Mandar.

Slowly but surely their efforts started to pay 
off as the enthusiastic bunch started to get phone 
calls from people with a similar passion for these 
motorcycles. The club was formally announced 
when the loose association reached a critical 
mass of 15 Jawa/Yezdi enthusiasts. Over time, 
that number grew to 40 and now to 200. The 
backbone of this club is formed by entrepreneur-
enthusiasts who have been running workshops 
for decades to help maintain the bikes that 
they adore.

In 2006, to celebrate the Indian Republic Day, 
the club organised a Pune-Bengaluru-Pune 

The two-stroke era produced some memorable motorcycles. Among them one           name has left an enduring imprint in the minds of most Indian bikers: the Jawa, 
   which later morphed into the Yezdi. Here’s how a bunch of enthusiasts           have preserved the Jawa/Yezdi legacy for the sake of passion and posterity

Jawa day was graced by the 
presence of Noushir Irani 

To conquer the highest pass is 
a formidable task in itself but to 
conquer it with a 60-year old bike 
is nothing short of commendable

YJOC
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rally, which would be an endurance event with 10 
members participating. The group completed the 
ride in three days, covering over 2,400 km of 
distance. The racing enthusiasts among this 
hardy bunch have also participated in vintage 
rallies and drag-races. The group has been 
registered with the highly coveted Vintage and 
Classic Car Club of India too. 

Another historical ride took place in August 
2007 when YJOC riders rode from Pune to Leh 
via the Lahaul-Spiti route. Twelve riders (pillions 
included) on 10 bikes rode through Tanglang La 
and Khardung La, the world’s second highest 
and highest passes at 17,582 feet and 18,380 feet 
respectively. The group included four senior 
citizens, namely, Sham Karandikar, Baban Dixit, 
Subhash Satalkar and Arun Mane. Of those 10 
bikes Mandar Phadke’s 1947 model, CZ Jawa, 
currently holds the record for the oldest 
motorcycle to conquer the highest motorable pass 

in the world. Clearly, age is no bar when it comes 
to the YJOC.

In addition to rides across the country, the 
group also organised the International Jawa Day 
in Pune and it was held at J Williams & 
Company, East Street. Every member of the 
YJOC’s Pune chapter has special memories of 
the venue since it was at one point the Yezdi/Jawa 
showroom and several bikes at the event were 
bought from the very same dealership. The 
dealership might have shut down but the owner, 
Noushir Irani, couldn’t help but shed a nostalgic 
tear at the event seeing his motorcycles and 
customers from such a long time ago. 

The most remarkable feat accomplished by 
this group was their trip to Hampi in Karnataka, 
which was the fi rst all-India YJOC meet. In fact, 
the group has grown to accommodate enthusiasts 
from Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Mysore, Pune, 
Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram, Delhi, Mumbai, 

Nashik, and Satara, all cities which now have 
active chapters of the YJOC. The event saw the 
group of 138 riders take an oath on road safety in 
the presence of Fédération Internationale des 
Véhicules Anciens (FIVA). The group included 
riders of all demographics ranging from 18-year-
old Yatiraj Jahagirdar to 75-year-old Sham 
Karandikar. Representing the fair sex was 
Pournima Gadagkar astride a 1972 Jawa who 
rode 650 km from Pune to Hampi and back. The 
next all-India YJOC meet has been scheduled for 
14-16 August 2015 in Goa.

For those interested in Jawa and Yezdi 
motorcycles and inclined to be a part of the 
YJOC family, the good news is that the club’s 
search for like-minded folk has never stopped. All 
you need to do is get on to Facebook and run a 
search for the Yezdi and Jawa Owners’ Club or 
get in touch with Mandar Phadke (mobile phone 
number +91 9850799955).

The Ideal Jawa factory in Mysore produced popular 
models like the Roadking, Oilking and Monarch until 1996 

The fi rst all-India YJOC meet saw 
the riders take an oath on road 
safety in the presence of FIVA
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REPACKAGED 

RIDE
We experience the Suzuki Gixxer’s 

faired twin at its birthplace

STORY: PIYUSH SONSALE  PHOTOGRAPHY: SUZUKI

ROAD TEST SUZUKI GIXXER SF

www.bikeindia.in74 MAY 2015



SUZUKI GIXXER SF

www.bikeindia.in 75MAY 2015

SUZUKI GIXXER SF



Digital screen packs in lots of info and 
looks good too

Gixxer SF gets a new 
handlebar clamp

Twin exhaust surround has a brushed 
aluminium fi nish

SUZUKI INVITED US FOR A 
secret product preview at their 
headquarters in Japan two months ago. 

We had seen the spy pictures of a fully faired bike 
being tested in India, so our strongest guess was 
an entry-level sports bike rivalling the Yamaha 
YZF-R15 and the Honda CBR150R. However, a 
250 or a 300 single also made sense since the 250-
cc parallel-twin GW250 Inazuma, though a 
wonderful motorcycle, was not accepted by the 
Indian buyers because of its high price.

The big day. We were seated in the conference 
room at Suzuki’s two-wheeler R&D centre in 
Hamamatsu with two motorcycles placed in front 
of us. The launch bike was kept under wraps 
while the other bike was a GSX-R 1000 superbike 
in Suzuki’s MotoGP colours. After a brief 
presentation, the new bike was unveiled and it 

was indeed a fully faired motorcycle. 
Say ‘hello’ to the Suzuki Gixxer SF. It is based 

on the 155-cc Gixxer naked bike launched last year 
and the SF suffi x stands for ‘Sport Fairing’. 
However, the Gixxer SF is not a sports bike. It’s a 
sporty fully-faired 155-cc motorcycle, the only one 
of its kind in the Indian market. Suzuki have 
found a new space in the 150-cc segment after an 
extensive market search. According to the 
company, the largest chunk of buyers opting for a 
150-cc motorcycle comprise college students in 
the 21-25 age-group. Their highest priority while 
buying a motorcycle is sporty styling (and the 
general perception in India is that nothing makes 
a motorcycle more sporty than a fairing since it 
gives it the ‘big bike’ feel). At the same time, 
though, they expect high fuel effi ciency and an 
affordable price. These were the guidelines that 

defi ned the development of the Gixxer SF.
Once the veil was taken off, we could see why 

the GSX-R1000 was present on the stage. The SF 
was sporting the same metallic blue MotoGP-
inspired livery with great attention to detail, down 
to the neon yellow rim-tape, while the front end of 
its fairing had the GSX-R family look. The sporty 
fairing goes well with the rest of the bike, which is 
essentially the Gixxer, but on closer inspection we 
spotted subtle changes in the styling of the SF. It 

has clear-lens indicators, black side-panels, 
GSX-R like key, a more robust handlebar 
clamp and the twin exhaust surround has a 
brushed aluminium fi nish instead of chrome. 
Apart from the classic blue livery, the SF is 

available in white-grey and black-grey dual tone 
colours with red rim-tapes.

Fundamental design elements such as the fl at 
handlebar, chiselled tank, contoured one-piece 
seat and the placement of foot-pegs have 
remained unchanged, so the riding position on 
the SF is the same as that on the Gixxer. The rider 
sits fairly upright with legs stretching back a bit, 
but the posture feels natural and has a sporty edge 
to it. Mirrors are foldable and have a better range 
of vision than those on the Gixxer since they are 
mounted on the fairing instead of on the 
handlebar and the low seat height of 780 mm will 
suit most Indian riders. The SF’s short 
windscreen offers little protection from wind 
while riding, though Suzuki claim that the fairing 
has improved the bike’s aerodynamics and top 
speed. It was time to fi nd out.

The ride was organised at Suzuki’s secretive 
Ryuyo circuit at the R&D centre on the following 
day. Ryuyo is the proving ground for every new 
two-wheeler developed by Suzuki and we were 
looking forward to the opportunity of riding the 
Gixxer SF on this legendary circuit. However, 

ROAD TEST SUZUKI GIXXER SF
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the Japanese weather decided to make it a 
challenge. By the time we were ready for 
the ride, it was pouring on the test-track. 
We could see rivulets flowing across the 
width of the track and the rain was getting 
stronger every minute.

We went out none the less. I was cold 
and soaked to the bone by the end of the 
warm-up lap but the SF seemed to mind 
neither the rain nor the chill. The MRF 
tubeless tyres were gripping wet surface 
well and the bike was steady through the 
sequence of corners after the main straight. 
After the right-hand U-turn, I ducked 
down and opened the throttle completely 
to accelerate down the back straight. The 
155-cc air-cooled single-cylinder engine of 
the SF produces 14.8 PS at 8,000 RPM 
while the peak torque of 14 Nm is 
generated at 6,000 RPM. The throttle 
feels responsive throughout the rev range 
and the bike has linear acceleration right 
till the 9,500-RPM red-line. It feels a little 
more grounded at the front due to the 
fairing but that hasn’t affected the 
performance because the kerb weight has 
gone up by only four kilos. In fact, shifting 
up through the slick five-speed gearbox, I 
saw the speedometer reading on the all-
digital information panel count till 131 
km/h. Since the Gixxer had clocked a top 
speed of 119 km/h on the speedo during 
our test, the SF did indeed go faster than 
its sibling. (However, when we tested the 
Gixxer SF on Indian roads, it topped out 
at an indicated 124 km/h, where the true 
speed was 116.2 km/h).

At the end of the straight, I went full-
throttle through the sweeping right-
hander before braking for the tight hairpin 
that leads to the left-hander before the 
main straight. The SF is equipped with a 
Bybre hydraulic disc brake at the front and 
a drum brake at the rear, which I stayed 
away from. The disc brake is strong and 
has a progressive feel but I would have 
liked it to have a bit more initial bite.

By the third lap, I could not feel my 

Face bears the GSX-R family look.  
Air scoops are fake

Gixxer SF looks sporty from every angle and 
we love the neon green rim tape! Gap around 
the engine is an eye sore though

fingers, toes and face (yes, despite the 
helmet), but the ride was getting better on 
every new lap. Assured by the SF’s 
excellent handling, I was carrying more 
speed into the corners and the bike did not 
disappoint. It felt nimble and sure-footed 
in spite of the extremely wet conditions, 
and I am sure it can go much faster on dry 
roads. I did a few more laps before the 
cold became overwhelming and we 
returned to the pits but there will be plenty 
of riding when we test the bike in India. 

That should be soon since Suzuki  
have already launched the Gixxer SF last 
month. As the SF shares most of its parts 
with its naked sibling, they have been able 
to price it competitively at Rs 96,875 
(OTR, Pune), where it doesn’t really  
have any competitors except, maybe,  
the Yamaha Fazer. However, the Suzuki 
Gixxer SF has the unique appeal of  
being the only fully-faired motorcycle 
below Rs 1 lakh.

SPEC TALK
SUZUKI GIXXER SF ROAD TEST #153

Width 785 mm  Kerb Weight 139 kg
Battery 12V / 3.0 Ah, digital information panel

Wheelbase 1330 mm
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Ground Clearance 160mm

Length 2050 mm

OVERALL 1111296,875 (OTR, Pune)

ENGINE 11112

Max Torque

Power to 
Weight

Bore x Stroke

Comp Ratio

Fuel Supply

Max Power

14 Nm at 6,000 RPM

106.47 PS/tonne

56 x 62.9 mm

NA

Carburettor

14.8 PS at 8,000 RPM

Digital CDI

Four-stroke, air-cooled, 
single cylinder

155cc

SOHC, two-valve

Ignition

Type

Displacement

Valvetrain

Electric/KickStarting

FUEL EFFICIENCY 1111

Overall *

Highway

City

Fuel Tank 
Capacity

47.75 km/l

56 km/l

45 km/l

12 litres

TRANSMISSION 11111

Clutch

Gears

Primary Drive

Wet, multiplate

Five-speed

Gearshift 
Pattern

One down, four up

Gear

Range 573 km

* is 75% city riding and 25% highway

Final Drive Chain

Performance testing by Piyush Sonsale

Standing Quarter Mile (0-400m)  23.57s @ 81.79 km/h

ROLL - ON 3rd 4th 5th
30-70 km/h 7.13s 9.00s 12.60s

Top Speed 116.20 km/h (achieved)

Speedometer error True Speed Indicated Speed
 40.25 km/h 43 km/h
 62.15 km/h 67 km/h
 83.37 km/h 89 km/h
 103.55 km/h 110 km/h
 116.20 km/h 124 km/h

BRAKING
60 km/h to standstill 19.98 metres / 2.42s       80 km/h to standstill 31.24 metres / 2.72s

1111

CHASSIS 11111

Suspension 
(Front)

Suspension 
(Rear)

Hydraulic, telescopic fork

Monoshock

Type

Brakes (Rear)
Tyre (F/R)

Brakes (Front)
Single downtube, cradle frame

130 mm drum
100/80-17 / 140/60 R17

260 mm disc
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WORKING — The latest 100-cc offering from Bajaj has been updated in line with their      

ROAD TEST BAJAJ PLATINA ES
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INDIA HAS LONG BEEN ONE OF THE 
world’s largest motorcycle markets and the 
100-cc commuter segment forms the 

backbone of this multi-million dollar industry. 
Bajaj have had their fi nger in the 100-cc pie in 
the form of the Platina for nearly a decade now, 
and a major update had long been due. This 
update comes in the form of the Platina ES.

On paper, the ES comes in with a marginal 
increase of three cc and a 0.58 Nm hike in peak 
torque that comes in 500 RPM later than the 
outgoing KS version. However, that is not the 
complete picture. The new bike is based on a 
revised platform with the DTS-i engine that 
uses the two-valve SOHC set-up. The ES 
moniker refers to the electric start which is 
available as an option.

The Platina was a decent looking bike to 
begin with and design was purely functional and 
Spartan — typical commuter bike attributes. 
Aesthetically, the Platina ES retains the design 
cues from the older bike with minor changes to 
the side panels and the headlamp. Changes in 
styling come in the form of snazzier decals that 
go perfectly with the sharp paint work in black, 
blue and red options. Another upgrade comes in 
the form of the short stocky exhaust which 
employs the ExhausTEC chamber in the 
underbelly. Towards the rear, the grab-rails have 
been updated with a more ergonomic contour. 
Standard equipment now includes the 17-inch 
fi ve-spoke alloy rims in matte black fi nish. 
Although the company claims to offer the longest 
seat in its segment, the wheelbase has actually 

shrunk by 20 mm to 1,255 millimetres and 
ground clearance has been increased to 190 mm 
from the previous 163 mm. The new bike has 
also lost fi ve kg over the outgoing version, thus 
bringing the kerb weight down to 108 kg. The 
one nit we had to pick with the Platina KS was 
the large gaps between the engine and the 
double-cradle frame which has been addressed 
on the new platform and the DTS-i engine sits 
snugly in the frame. Instrumentation cluster is a 
basic twin-dial set-up with an analogue readout 
of the vehicle speed on the left dial and fuel-
gauge on the right. The right dial also 
incorporates the neutral indicator, turn signals 
and high beam indicator. 

Once astride the bike, the horizontal saddle 
feels comfortable and the handlebars are within 

— CLASS HERO     ambitious 2015 launch schedule. We swing a leg over it to fi nd out how good it is

STORY: ANIRUDDHA MULGUND  PHOTOGRAPHY: SANJAY RAIKAR
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easy reach so as to seat me in that relaxed upright 
position; one that is favoured by the 50 lakh 
customers of the Platina. I thumb the starter and 
the long stroke DTS-i engine cranks up with an 
enthusiastic purr, urging the bike to make its way 
through the cluttered streets of Pune. Power 
delivery is linear and gear ratios are well spaced 
out through the all-down four-speed gearbox. 
The fi rst and second gears are short for low-end 
grunt, whereas the third and fourth gears are 
appropriately tall for higher speeds. The bike 
gains 70 km/h with ease but begins to break into a 
sweat beyond that — all the way up to the top 
speed of 95 km/h (true speed 91.5 km/h). Living 
up to the claim of ‘the world’s most fuel-effi cient 
bike’ is a diffi cult task, but we can say with 
conviction that the Platina consumes fuel with the 
prudence of a tight-fi sted accountant. Overall fuel 
effi ciency stands at a 71 km/l — much lesser than 
the claimed 96.9 km/l, but still extremely frugal.

The bike feels planted through the corners 

thanks to the revised frame and holds its line 
without any drama. The suspension is set up 
fi rmly enough to handle most undulations on the 
road and offers decent comfort even with a 
pillion on-board. The bike fi lters through traffi c 
with considerable aplomb and is fl ickable at the 
speeds it is capable of achieving. However, once 
the bike has gained momentum, bringing it to a 
halt is not exactly a progressive experience. The 
110-mm drum brakes (front and rear) lack feel 
and do not offer the expected bite. For a bike that 
aims to target the urban commuter, it lacks the 
much needed disc brake at the front.  In a 
country where one can expect everything 
ranging from a cow to an 18-wheeler to abruptly 
get in the way of your proposed trajectory, a disc 
brake at the front would have been more than 
welcome, even if offered optionally.

In addition to the disc brake, another feature 
that is much needed is the engine kill switch. For 
someone trying to maximise effi ciency, the engine 

kill switch would eliminate the chore of switching 
off the key and switching it back on, say, at a red 
signal that reads 180 seconds before green.

All in all, the Platina is an able performer and 
is exactly what it claims to be — an urban 
commuter bike with engine dimensions smaller 
than my coffee mug but still offers moderate 
punch. It sips fuel like a sparrow and delivers 
fantastic fuel effi ciency. The Platina ES locks 
horns with strong contenders such as the Hero 
HF Deluxe Eco, Honda Dream Neo, Suzuki 
Hayate and the TVS Star Sport, and at Rs 51,411 
(on-road, Pune), it is the second most economic 
option from the lot. Earlier this year, Ravi 
Kumar, President of Business Development, 
Bajaj Auto, said that their market share in the 
100-cc segment, which stood at 16-17 per cent, 
will go up to more than 20 per cent with the 
launch of the Platina ES and with this value-for-
money proposition, Bajaj might just pull off what 
they have set out to achieve.

Gloves
Boots

Rider
Helmet
Jacket

GEARCHECK

RIDING GEAR PARTNER

Denim
Wrangler Sun Shield

DSG Revive
Alpinestars S-MX5

Aniruddha Mulgund
LS2
Cramster Breezer 4.0
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Twin-dial instrument cluster includes analogue speedo and 
fuel gauge with neutral, high beam indicator and blinkers 

Drum brakes lack progression and bite; disc brakes would be 
more than welcome

Smoothly contoured grab rails are functional and appealing

SPEC TALK
BAJAJ PLATINA ES ROAD TEST #154

Width 840mm  Kerb Weight 108kg
Battery 12 V / 5.0 Ah, Analogue speedometer, odometer

Wheelbase 1255mm
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Clearance 190mm

Length 2000mm

OVERALL 111151,411 (OTR, Pune)

ENGINE 1111

Max Torque

Power To 
Weight

Bore x Stroke

Comp Ratio

Fuel Supply

Max Power

8.6 Nm @ 5,000 RPM

75.93 PS/tonne

47 x 58.8 mm 

NA

Carburettor 

8.2 PS @ 7,500 RPM

Digital CDI 

Single cylinder, air cooled 

102 cc

SOHC, two-valve

Ignition

Type

Displacement

Valvetrain

Electric + KickStarting

FUEL EFFICIENCY 11111

Overall *

Highway

City

Fuel Tank 
Capacity

71.5 km/l

82 km/l 

68 km/l

11.5 litres

TRANSMISSION 1111

Clutch

Gears

Primary Drive

Wet, multiplate

Four-speed 

Gearshift 
Pattern

All-down

Gear 

Range 822 km

* is 75% city riding and 25% highway

Final Drive Chain

Performance testing by Piyush Sonsale

Standing Quarter Mile (0-400m)  23.42s @ 84.05 km/h

ROLL - ON 3rd 4th 
30-60 km/h 12.39 17.23 

Top Speed 91.5 km/h

Speedometer error True Speed Indicated Speed
 34.9 km/h 34 km/h
 57.8 km/h 57 km/h
 78.3 km/h 77 km/h
 91.5 km/h 95 km/h
  

BRAKING*
60 km/h to standstill 22.62metres / 2.61s  80 km/h to standstill 44.70metres / 3.90s

PERFORMANCE 1111

CHASSIS 1111

Suspension 
(Front)

Suspension 
(Rear)

Telescopic forks

Coil springs, SNS with 
hydraulic shock absorber

Type

Brakes (Rear)
Tyre (F/R)

Brakes (Front)
Tubular single downtube

110mm drum
2.75” x 17”
3.00” x 17”

110mm drum
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 ...we can say with conviction 
that the Platina consumes 
fuel with the prudence of a 
tight-fi sted accountant.
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With the introduction of the new Honda Activa 3G into the Indian two-wheeler market, we thought it was the perfect time for an 
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With the introduction of the new Honda Activa 3G into the Indian two-wheeler market, we thought it was the perfect time for an  

old-fashioned tilt to see who comes out trumps in the 110-cc steed joust
STORY: HARKET SUCHDE    PHOTOGRAPHY: SANJAY RAIKAR
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FOR A LOT OF US HERE IN INDIA,
scooters have been the gateway to the 
magical world of biking — the mythical 

wardrobe that leads to Narnia, the fi rst step into 
the discovery of what would eventually become a 
way of life. They’re the life-blood of the middle 
class, and in small cities with tiny, pothole-ridden 
roads, scooters are pretty much the only way to 
get around in a hurry. 

So when the prospect of this shoot-out was laid 
on the table, I couldn’t help but get a little 
nostalgic about my younger days. Awash with the 
glow of starry-eyed reminiscence, I just had to 
volunteer for this gig, and, boy, was it worth it! 
While riding these four distinct scooters — the 
Honda Activa 3G, Mahindra Gusto, Suzuki 
Let’s, and TVS Scooty Zest — I realised that 
despite the fact that there is one overall winner; 
each bike is a perfect fi t for a certain section of the 
Indian citizenry. Before I give any more spoilers 
away, let’s get down to it.

HONDA ACTIVA 3G 
The Activa 3G, as the name indicates, is the 
third generation of the Activa lineage here in 
India. Look at it from afar, though, and you 
wouldn’t be able to tell it apart from its 
immediate predecessor, the Activa DLX. In 
essence, what Honda have done is updated 
the visuals of the bike with reworked 
headlights and tail-lamps, and embossing of 
the bike’s branding in an effort to make the 
name pop. Subtle changes have also been 
made to the air-vents and across the body 
panel, but blink and you’ll miss them. The 
Activa 3G is still understated when compared 
visually to its competitors. Honda’s 
insistence on sticking to the same design 
philosophy runs the risk of the new Activa 
3G getting lost in the crowd, particularly 
considering the number of older Activas 
found on streets already. Build quality has 
always been a hallmark of the Honda stable, and 
the use of strong, high-quality metal for the body-
panels on the 3G is a defi nite continuation along 
this path. Sit astride the Activa 3G and you’ll fi nd 
that legroom is ample, as usual, and the seat is 
quite comfortable too. 

The 3G brings Honda’s legendary engine 
refi nement to the fore though, which, coupled 
with their trademark HET (Honda Eco 
Technology), means the bike is the second-most 
frugal with an overall effi ciency fi gure of 53.5 km/l. 
This from a 109-cc power-mill producing 8.0 PS 
and 8.8 Nm. The frugality comes at a price, 
though, as the Activa is second-from-last in the 
performance standings with a top speed of 89 
km/h and 0-60 km/h time of 10.8s. Being one of 
the heavier scooters of the lot, and the only one 
sporting a spring-loaded link front suspension 
rather than the more modern telescopic 
arrangement means handling suffers by 

comparison, as the Activa isn’t as easy to tip into 
the corner. It is quite stable when going in a 
straight line, though, and the inclusion of another 
Honda trademark, the Combi Brake System 
(CBS), means the Activa’s stopping power is the 
best of the lot with a 2.62s time from 60-0 km/h. 

The Activa 3G is priced at an economical Rs 
55,641 (OTR, Pune), although this doesn’t 
include accessories. This brings me to one aspect 
of the Activa that is quite an annoyance. Scooters 

are all about convenience, and Honda not 
offering a side-stand as standard but as part of the 
add-on accessories bouquet (as a result of which 
our media bike didn’t have one either) is rather 
inconvenient.

MAHINDRA GUSTO
Mahindra’s latest offering in the scooter segment 
is an interesting prospect. Visually, the design 
boffi ns at Mahindra have given the Gusto a very 
retro frame and angular lines. But when you add 
those twin rows of parallel air slats running down 
the Gusto’s fascia, the horizontal silver slab 
bearing the manufacturer’s symbol positioned 
underneath these vents, and that beak-like front 
fender, they’re all slightly at odds with the 
aforementioned angularity. The appearance of 
the Gusto then is fi ne and dandy when each 
aspect is looked at individually, but the sum of 
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whose parts leaves room for improvement. 
The Gusto has the distinction of having the 

longest wheelbase of all four competitors at 
1,275 mm. It should come as no surprise then 
that the Gusto is by far the most spacious of the 
lot in terms of leg-room. The long seat also 
results in the greatest degree of comfort when 
carrying a pillion. 

This comfort extends to the ride quality of the 
Gusto as well, which is well sorted and protects 
you from the rigours of our dilapidated roads. 
Handling-wise, don’t expect the Gusto to dive 
into corners since it is bulkier than the others, but 
having said that, it isn’t diffi cult to manoeuvre 
either, pretty much par for the course. Where the 
Gusto could have been better, though, is 
performance. It is powered by a 109.6-cc engine 
that churns out 8.1 PS and 9.0 Nm of twist which 
is decent, at least on paper. The issue is that the 
power delivery is sluggish, and the bike tops out 
at a disappointing 76.4 km/h. Reaching 60 km/h 
from standstill takes 14.1s which leaves it in the 
wake of the rest – quite literally. The Gusto is 
also slowest to standstill from 60 km/h with the 

130-mm drum brakes putting up 3.49s on the 
chart. Economy-wise, — its overall fi gures stand 
at 45 km/l, the lowest of the lot. 

The Gusto might not dominate the 
performance charts, but where it does win out is 
in the features department. First, you have the 
Centuro-esque remote fl ip-key which is pretty 
useful when you’re in a large parking lot and can’t 
locate your bike. Then there’s the little front 
storage compartment which is conveniently 
placed to slip in a small book, or what it’ll most 
commonly be used for – mobile phones. The 
seat is another great feature, it opens from the 
front rather than the conventional method where 
the seat is hinged at the front instead, and it even 
stays locked in place when fully opened, which is 
a great help when fuelling-up or accessing the 
under-seat storage. The absolute winner in terms 
of the Gusto’s features, however, is the height-
adjustable seat. Whether you’re more Ent or 
Hobbit, the 35 mm of play from the height 
adjustment feature means people with comfort 
issues owing to their height now have a solution 
to their problems. This solution comes at a price, 
though, because retailing at Rs 57,600 (OTR, 
Pune), the Gusto is the second on the price-list 
for our shoot-out. 

SUZUKI LET’S
The other Jap in the ring is Suzuki’s Let’s. When 
it comes to looks, this one takes the cake. To be 
fair, though, the next bike on the list, the TVS 
Scooty Zest, does give it a tough fi ght, but for me 
the Let’s just shades it because it strikes a perfect 
balance between fl ash and class. It isn’t too 
boring and isn’t too garish either, and those 
sweeping lines that are consistent across the 
board lend the bike its drool-worthy quotient. 
This pose value is further accentuated by the 
consistent two-tonality of the body parts that 
encompasses the front fender, side panels and 
tail-end of the Let’s. 

Legroom isn’t an issue either thanks to the 
shape of the front fender, although having a hook 
attached to the bike just below the handle means 
hanging anything there will occupy the space 
reserved for your knees. 

Where the Let’s really comes into its own is 
when you give that 112.8-cc engine a bit of a 
workout. Having the biggest engine of the lot, the 
Let’s obviously wins the power stakes with fi gures 
of 8.8 PS and a 9.0 Nm torque rating. This 
translates into the highest top speed across the 
board – 93 km/h. The only performance-based 
stat that the Let’s loses out on is acceleration, 
where it comes in second at 9.58s to get from 0 to 
60 km/h. The engine-tinkerers at Suzuki HQ 
have got it absolutely spot-on with the Let’s. The 
acceleration is so linear that it can’t help but put a 
smile on your face, and reaching 90+ km/h speeds 
is effortless because the power is so well distributed 
across the rev range. The ride quality is slightly 

stiffer than the Gusto’s and the Activa’s, which 
makes those bumps and potholes more annoying 
to traverse. It also makes the Let’s a dream of a 
handler, allowing you to drop it into corners with 
supreme confi dence, and pulls out of corners with 
the grace and speed of a wild cat on the chase – a 
truly enjoyable bike to ride. The stopping fi gures 
aren’t so great, though, with a second slowest 3.18s 
time meaning you can’t always exploit all that 
power. All that speed means the Let’s is the second 
quickest fuel burner, consuming a litre of petrol 
every 49.75 km. This lack of effi ciency is offset 
by the price, however, as the Let’s costs the lowest 
of the lot at Rs 53,411 (OTR, Pune). 
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HONDA ACTIVA 3G
Price: Rs 55,641 (OTR, Pune)

Displacement: 109 cc
Output: 8.0 PS, 8.8 Nm

Acceleration (0-60 km/h): 10.8s 
Top Speed: 89 km/h

Brakes: 130-mm drum with CBS (F/R)
Tyres: Tubeless, 90/100-10 (F/R)

Kerb Weight: 108 kg 
Efficiency: 53.5 km/l (overall)

MAHINDRA GUSTO
Price: Rs 57,600 (OTR, Pune)

Displacement: 109.6 cc
Output: 8.1 PS, 9.0 Nm

Acceleration (0-60 km/h): 14.1s
Top Speed: 76.4 km/h

Brakes: 130-mm drum (F/R)
Tyres: Tubeless, 90/90-12 (F/R)

Kerb Weight: NA 
Efficiency: 45 km/l (overall)

SUZUKI LET’S
Price: Rs 53,411 (OTR, Pune)

Displacement: 112.8 cc
Output: 8.8 PS, 9.0 Nm

Acceleration (0-60 km/h): 9.58s
Top Speed: 93 km/h

Brakes: 120-mm drum (F/R)
Tyres: Tubeless, 90/100-10 (F/R)

Kerb Weight: 98 kg 
Efficiency: 49.75 km/l (overall)

TVS SCOOTY ZEST
Price: Rs 58,539 (OTR, Pune)

Displacement: 109.7 cc
Output: 8.0 PS, 8.8 Nm

Acceleration (0-60 km/h): 7.94s
Top Speed: 90.39 km/h

Brakes: 110-mm drum (F), 130-mm drum (R)
Tyres: Tubeless, 90/100-10 (F), 90/90-10 (R)

Kerb Weight: 98.5 kg 
Efficiency: 55 km/l (overall)
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TVS SCOOTY ZEST
When building the Scooty Zest, it seems the 
brief that was given to both the design and 
engineering team was to make a bike that would 
make teenagers very happy. Even if this wasn’t 
the case, the Zest is capable of just that. It is 
essentially a fl ashy, fun, youngster’s bike. Looks 
wise, it was choice number two for me, largely 
due to those over-elaborate tail-lamps and the 
excessive sticker-work adorning its body. As for 
performance, TVS have extracted a 7.9s 0-60 
km/h speed from the 109.7-cc engine. The 
powerplant also makes 8.0 PS and 8.8 Nm, 
giving it a runner’s-up top speed of 90.4 km/h 
and, astoundingly, the Zest is still the most frugal 
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with 55 km/l. The engine is peppy and 
ridiculously fast for an 110-cc scooter, which is 
perfect for the college-goer on the move. The 
Zest is the best handler of the lot, too, and is the 
lightest and most fl ick-able, storming into 
corners (and out of them) with consummate 
ease. The ride quality is spot-on, supple enough 
to glide over cracks and bumps, but not to such a 
degree that the handling is compromised. The 
brakes do their job well too, with a 3.11s stopping 
time from 60-0 km/h giving you enough 
sharpness and bite to push the bike to its limits. 
While the Zest is excellent all round, it is also the 
most expensive of the lot with an OTR Pune 
price of Rs 58,539. 

VERDICT
Overall, I cannot look past the TVS Scooty Zest, 
which would be my pick of the bunch, regardless 
of the price premium. Despite the fact that TVS 
had planned the Zest as a women’s scooter, its 
positive handling and performance characteristics 
have transformed it into the ultimate 110-cc 
scooter, regardless of gender.  
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The Southern 
Loop

The feisty duo from Britain foray further into south India from 
Karnataka on the H-D Street 750 and Iron 883 before concluding 

their long bike trip back in Pune. Here is their account
STORY & PHOTOGRAPHY: PATRICIA THOMSON & SHEONAGH RAVENSDALE

H
AMPI HAD WHETTED OUR APPETITES FOR MORE 
archaeological wonders, so we hurried off to Mahabalipuram, 
famous for its shore temples, dramatic sculptures and rock 
carvings. You can hear the chip-chip of the stone-carvers to this 
day, all over the town. We based ourselves at the friendly 

Butterball Bed N Breakfast, opposite Krishna’s Butterball, a giant stone that 
balances precariously on a sloping rock. How it got there and how it balances 
itself remains a mystery. It is apparently so named because Krishna adored 
butter and stole a chunk of it from his mother. The town is a real mix; tourists 
mingle with masses of pilgrims and the traditional fisherman get on with the 
day job.  Arjuna’s Penance (also known as Descent of the Ganges) is one of 
the largest bas-relief sculptures in the world, with large and small intricate 

carvings. The shore temples were shrouded in mist the day we got up for 
sunrise, but they were still magical in the poor light.

Our Indian friends recommended Kodikkarai, a little off the beaten track 
down the coast, and booked us into the forest rest-house. Razzak, the manager, 
solemnly took us to the mess and supervised first our dinner and then our 
breakfast. Just as well as nobody spoke a word of English. Dinner was Rs 48 
and so was breakfast. The attractions here at Point Calimere are the wildlife 
sanctuary, home to the endangered black buck, and the bird sanctuary where 
thousands of flamingoes gather every winter. Be prepared to get up early and to 
walk for kilometres to see them. It’s  peaceful (except in January when the 
temple loudspeakers start up at 4.30 am) and we made friends with fisherman 
Ravichandran and his family who invited us home to eat with them. 
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The highlight of our east coast ride was the island of Rameshwaram; the 
end point is just 27 km from Sri Lanka. The Ramanathaswamy Temple is a 
key Hindu pilgrimage site and boasts of the longest corridor of any temple in 
India. The seemingly endless pillars are lavishly decorated with mythical 
beasts and gods in a riot of colour. Pilgrims were there in their thousands, 
dipping in the 22 water points in the temple and in the sea beyond.

A magnifi cent modern road bridge links the island to the mainland and 
runs alongside the 100-year-old Pamban railway bridge with its lifting 
section, far below. Riding across, we stopped and watched as returning 
pilgrims climbed out of their buses and hurled their old black garments into 
the air. These drifted on the wind like large black bats down to the sea and 
fl oated away on the current.

Not to be missed, for pilgrims and heathens alike, is the trip out to 
Dhanushkodi. Friends with off-road bikes have done it, but we thought 
we might not be popular if we drowned the Harleys. Where the road 
ends, you get on a four-wheel-drive Maxi bus which ploughs along a 

sandy track beside the edge of the sea, dodging parked fi shing boats, and 
at one point heads straight into the sea across an inlet. Several of the 
passengers squealed in fright (we just went, ‘Yee haa!’) and at the end you 
arrive at the ruins of the village wrecked by a cyclone in 1964.  Brilliant 
trip, though you still can’t see Sri Lanka.  

From Rameshwaram we headed inland to Madurai. The tourist offi ce 
had arranged a trip to village Tiruvedagam, where the Pongal festival was 
being held. We were garlanded and led through the village, amid much 
dancing and drumming, to a seated area to watch some amazing acrobats 
balancing on balls with tall pots on their heads, and spinning large fi ery 
wheels, only attached to a lock of hair, around their bodies. Fortunately, 
the organisers chose young and pretty foreign women to join in, so we 
were spared appearing in the local paper the next day! They served us a 
splendid lunch on banana leaves and then sent us back to town, where we 
felt it only fi t to garland the Harleys.  

Our other main memory of Madurai, apart from its temple, was of
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Breakfast at the mess in Kodikkarai We become part of the communal threshing machine

getting stuck in a monumental traffi c jam when we got lost in the one-way 
system on the way into town. The powers that be have directed traffi c through 
an incredibly busy market which was in full fl ow. We were deafened by the 
horns of the barely moving traffi c and our legs were burning as the bikes 
became overheated. Sheonagh thought murder was about to be committed 
when a rickshaw parked itself on Pat’s right foot and a small lorry on her left 
hooked the end of her handlebar with its wing mirror.

Fortunately, the Hotel Supreme had an excellent rooftop restaurant and 
bar serving cold beer, so we could calm down and enjoy the view over to the 
Meenakshi Amman Temple with several of its gopurams poking up above 
the surrounding buildings. The temple is huge, covering six hectares, with 
12 gopurams which tower above you. As non-Hindus we could not enter 
the inner temple but there is plenty to see, from a huge tank, to a great blue 
Nandi licking its nose, lines of pilgrims (mainly black-clothed young men) 
being kept in line by a policeman with a lathi, to an incredibly crowded 
market squeezed in between the pillars. 

We walked several kilometres (we try hard to exercise on our bike trips 
to counteract all the delicious food) to the Gandhi Museum, but it was 
shut.   Sheonagh remembers it being fascinating on her last visit in 1987, 
having been brought up only hearing the British side of the history. The 
building was lovely and there is an interesting dinosaur in the garden. The 
Thirumalai Nayakkar Mahal Palace, however, was open and is glorious, 
with massive pillars and fabulous painted ceilings and a pigeon problem. 
Sweepers seem to be on constant duty dealing with the mess.

Then it was back to the coast. It was on this road that we became part of 
the community threshing process, or rather we tried to squeeze past the 
harvest laid out on the tarmac. The ride became more interesting as it passed 
huge salt works near Tuticorn, rice paddies and sunfl ower fi elds. 
Tiruchendur has its own traffi c-calming methods — just dig up the main 

road, leave the rubble in situ along with all the bumps and holes;  
fortunately, the Harleys took it in their stride.

After an idli and wada breakfast, we took a short ride down to our most 
southerly destination, Kanyakumari, the tip of India where three oceans 
meet, and into another maelstrom of pilgrims. Late afternoon, revelling in 
the fact that this is the only place in India you can see both sunrise and 
sunset over the sea, we headed for the beach to fi nd that several thousand 
people all had the same idea. Next morning, up early to watch the sunrise, 
along with the hordes who lined the shore and every rooftop.... it was 
cloudy! We took the ferry out to the two small islands where we were 
amused to see people sneaking behind pillars in Swami Vivekananda’s 
mandap to snatch forbidden photos, pursued by whistling guards trying to 
stop them. The statue of the Tamil poet, philosopher and saint, 
Thiruvalluvar, is truly gigantic — our heads were smaller than his big toe.  

We were so overwhelmed by heat and the mass of people that we 
decided to head for the hills, completely forgetting to look for the 
multicoloured sand beach. We were quickly out of town and on to peaceful 
roads. After a brief nightmare on the busy NH 47 through Nagercoil, we 
headed inland towards the Chittar Dams and were soon surrounded by 
rubber plantations. Here we found quiet roads, good surface, sparse traffi c, 
and, best of all, some proper bends at last.  

Intending to spend just one night on the coast before riding up into 
the Western Ghats, we arrived at Kappil Beach and discovered the 
wonderful M R Beach & Cottages, just north of Varkala, on an unspoilt 
beach (with two-coloured sand!), friendly motorcycling owner, Syed, 
and great cook, Thomas.... and ended up staying four nights. The sea is 
rough here with a wicked current, but you can splash around with a bit 
of care. One day we took a hair-raising bus ride (the driver was trying 
and failed to beat the level-crossing closure) into Varkala and walked the 
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eight kilometres back along the cliff-top and the beach to our place, with 
a fabulous sunset to keep us company.  

If you want a quiet backwater trip with barely any tourists, buy a ticket from 
the tourist office at Kollam for Rs 500. A 45-minute rickshaw ride gets you to 
the short ferry ride to Monroe Island. You hop into a punt and are taken for a 
wonderful, silent ride through the canals and villages, stopping for chai or a 
coconut drink, to look at coir being made, past women dredging the canals by 
hand, as your guide points out kingfishers and other birds. The ride lasts 
about an hour-and-a-half, but time stops as you glide through the water.  

Near Kollam, 16 decorated elephants individually saluting the temple at 
Kottiyam, presented another traffic challenge on the main road. They were 
complemented by enthusiastic drummers and trumpeters.    

The hills were calling and we had heard good things about Periyar and 
Munnar, so we set off inland towards Kumilly, taking small roads and cutting 
across major routes. The SH 220 from Erumeli to Kumilly was a great ride. 

Keen to see a tiger, we trekked through the Periyar forest, but saw very little 
due to a family in the group who talked loudly non-stop. The tigers were 
probably covering their ears with their paws. However, from our guest-house 
balcony each night we were treated to the amazing sight of hundreds of huge 
fruit bats flying past by the light of the moon. A quick Google search revealed 
that these bats were first collected by Angus Hutton (Pat’s mother’s cousin) 
who was a tea planter and subsequently named the Salim Ali fruit bat.

On the SH 19 north from Kumilly through the Cardamom Hills, we really 
began to enjoy the riding. The surface was mostly excellent and the scenery 
spectacular in the clear air. The last 30 kilometres, with tea plantations 
hugging the contours, is a narrow hill road. Pat finally had to think about how 
she was using her gears, as the torque available from the 883 engine was 
beginning to make her lazy. This was our best day’s ride so far. 

Arriving in Munnar we booked on to another trek which was much more 
enjoyable — no tigers, but tea and spice plantations and 360-degree views as 
we climbed up to 2,500 metres before breakfast. 

Another stunning day’s ride north from Munnar, first climbing and then 
dropping a long way down to Coimbatore; blood-red poinsettias on the 
plantation edges contrasted with the vivid green tea bushes. The road was a 
little tired in places — why are the worst potholes always in the shadows? As 
we rode through Chinnar and Anamali sanctuaries, road signs near cliffs 
warned us of elephant crossings. It seemed most unlikely elephants would 
appear in such terrain, but what do we know?  

High up, waterfalls cascaded over bare rock and we rode through 
sandalwood plantations. Lady riders will sympathise with us as we searched 
for somewhere safe to pee: we spotted an ideal location and stopped. Before 
we could even get off the bikes, a private bus pulled up behind us disgorging a 
bunch of young men demanding “just one photo”! 

Coimbatore to Metapalayam was boring and busy, but then we began to 

Temple elephants at the Kottiyam festival At Dodabetta with Steve Morris
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climb up into the Nilgiris and the ghat road to Ooty was amazing. Cloud 
cover was up to the road edge, so no views, which was just as well as we 
needed our wits about us working our way through the traffi c, not helped by a 
broken-down truck on a hairpin. We were quite relieved when we arrived into 
Ooty (Udhagamandalam), though in the mêlée of the approach, we lost each 
other when Sheonagh overtook a bus and Pat didn’t notice! The only time we 
felt two-way communication might have been useful!

Ooty was noisy and congested, not the peaceful, beautiful hill town 
Sheonagh remembered, and this came as a shock. Apart from doing the usual 
tourist stuff, she was delighted to track down Robert Lillywhite who had fi xed 
the Rajdoot back in 1987, and discovered his son, Colin, is a Harley mechanic 
in the Gulf. At the top of the steep ride to Dodabetta, we bumped into Steve 
Morris whom we know from Horizons Unlimited and joined him for the 
memorable ride down the Sigur Ghat to Mudumalai and Bandipur.

This took a long time, not just because of the 36 hairpins, but because 
we kept stopping to enjoy the amazing views down the valley and when we 
spotted elephants in Mudumalai. In Bandipur we stayed for fi ve blissful 
days as the guests of Santosh “gettoffurass” Kumar of IBW fame. We were 
nervous when we read his instructions: ‘The house is about four km after 
the tarmac runs out’. The Harleys are not really set up as dirt road bikes, 
but they did it just fi ne.

All we could hear were birds and the odd wild elephant. Santosh 
himself was busy in the run-up to IBW, so we had fun learning 
Kannada with his caretakers who fed and looked after us, their minimal 
English notwithstanding. We also spent a fascinating time with 
Malvikaa Solanki, herself a notable motorcyclist, who is busy creating a 
sustainable paradise out of fi ve barren acres nearby (www.swayyam.
org). We were incredibly lucky to see a leopard on a Jeep trek in the 
Bandipur tiger reserve; it was very late in the day so our photos are 
rubbish, but we watched him wandering down the track in front of us 
for a good 10 minutes. 

Soon it was time to head off to Mysore; unfortunately a four-lane highway 
is being blasted through, so the edges are littered with the corpses of the once 
magnifi cent huge trees that used to shade people and animals.  

Mysore Palace was as impressive as Sheonagh remembered. We 
wandered through in awe, eyes darting from stained-glass ceilings to 
artfully-bulging pillars to intricately tiled fl oors. The conglomeration of 
stuff the Maharajahs had collected or been given was eclectic, to say the 
least. In the shade outside we met an Englishwoman who had been badly 
gored by a cow in the Pongal crowds in Mahabalipuram – we gave the 
cows a wide berth after that.

Sheonagh had been banging on about the temple sculptures at Belur so 

HARLEYS:
OUR CONCLUSIONS
Over 4,900 km, each bike consumed approximately 
202 litres of fuel, just over 24 km per litre. The best 
was 29 km/l, cruising on the highways, and the worst 
19 km/l in town and on slow ghat roads. Not being 
able to turn the lights off in daytime meant people 
constantly gesticulated at us.

Many signs at Sighur Ghat; even for a mortuary

Tea plantations
with poinsettia

bushes near Ooty

Fabulous Flame of the Forest trees in Bandipur Jog Falls in winter. Not the right time to visit?
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we set off via Chamundi Hill (to see the giant Nandi) and Shravanbelagola 
(to see the huge Jain statue), but it was too hot to climb the 600 steps in 
bare feet and riding gear, so we pressed on. Thousands of orange-clad 
pilgrims were walking along the road towards Dharmasthala for the 
Mahashivaratri festival, adding to the normal road hazards.    

Pat agreed that the Belur sculptures were indeed wonderful, so we added 
on a side trip to Halebiddu to see some more. We decided to take the bus for 
the 16-km ride....four hours later, having got on the wrong bus, we got to 
Halebiddu via Hassan. Insult added to injury when the bus that eventually 
left Hassan got a puncture. The sculptures at Belur are better anyway!   

We had a pleasant ride back to the coast on highways 27 and 65 to what we 
thought would be a small resort area at Malpe. The vast, ironically named 
Paradise Isle Beach Resort, was next to a tiny temple celebrating 
Mahashivaratri with gusto. Pat called it the ‘Festival of Bad Amplifi cation’ and 
it was in full fl ow virtually round the clock.  

Fleeing the noise, we rode north to Marvanthe, where we found the 
idyllic Turtle Bay hotel tucked away out of earshot of the dual carriageway 
being built along the shoreline nearby (and no audible temples). Here we 
met two delightful guys, JP Singh of Motomonks, and photographer 
Sherman, who were leading a couple of Canadians on a south India tour.

Conscious that we were beginning to run out of time, we set off for Jog 
Falls via SH 50 and the Sharavati Wildlife Sanctuary. A beautiful and 
interesting road; some bits had been recently resurfaced and were 

wonderful, but other bits showed multiple generations of broken surfaces, 
making the 883 extremely uncomfortable to ride. The 750 coped better. 
After a lunch stop at Jog Falls, we continued on gently undulating roads 
through forests towards Dandeli, with nice swooping curves and good 
visibility; you could cruise all day like this.

Just beyond Dandeli was the superb Hornbill River Resort on the river Kali 
where we spent a relaxed couple of days, swimming, kayaking and forest-
walking. On one walk, we even saw a Great Indian Hornbill fl ying overhead 
with a loud swoosh of wings.

Pat was becoming too adventurous in her route selection and we ended up 
on an extremely rough road through Castle Rock, including a fl ooded tunnel 
under the railway, as we headed down towards Vagator. Then it was into the 
tumult of India Bike Week, where we were privileged to be invited to speak 
along with several luminaries of the travelling bike scene.  

Our fi nal day’s ride was full of visual treats as we turned from the NH 66 
West Coast Road up the Mahad-Bhor Varandha Ghat road. This runs past 
the Bhambatmal reservoir, the blue water contrasting against the red rock. 
From there it was a short ride back up the NH 4 and the fi nal short Katraj 
Ghat road into Pune.

Our grateful thanks to Bike India and to Harley-Davidson India for 
entrusting us and making this amazing trip possible. And thanks also to all 
the people who helped us. If we haven’t mentioned you in these articles, 
please accept our apologies.

883 IRON

STREET 750

Good Points: Great bling factor, excellent torque, low centre of 
gravity so felt quite stable even on the rough stuff, very easy 
low-speed handling, fi nish quality visibly better than the 750’s.
Bad Points: Seating position not very comfortable, too low for 
many speed-breakers, and suspension very unforgiving on 
rough roads. Hot exhausts and air-cooled engine not ideal for 
the rider in a hot climate, steering lock did not work. 

Good Points: Very nice smooth engine, good torque and low 
centre of gravity, suspension and ground clearance coped with 
Indian roads better than the 883. Better turning circle than the 
883’s, generally felt lighter than 883, less blingy appearance 
so less botheration from everyone! Comfortable (for Sheonagh 
at 5’ 4” with shorter legs than Pat, but not for Pat at 5’ 8” with 
long legs). Pillion seat and places to fi x luggage unlike the 883. 
Bad Points: Brakes are poor considering the weight, petrol-tank 
cap very fi ddly, untidy wiring, quality control at the factory needs to 
improve if this was a typical example: right-hand lower fork pinch 
bolt came loose (!), clip-on plastic cover over HT leads came loose, 
left-hand pillion foot-peg was fl oppy from the start.

Pongal celebration for our Harleys too! Breakfast on top of the world, near Munnar

The Varandha Ghat road 
from Mahad to Bhor

A muddy tunnel at Castle Rock.  Pat walked it fi rst

HARLEY-DAVIDSON IN SOUTH INDIA II
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‘BRILLIANT’ IS THE ADJECTIVE THAT BEST DESCRIBES 
the Suzuki Gixxer. It’s a superb motorcycle with a great engine, 
ergonomics, styling and, above all, perfect pricing. Those are the 
reasons I fell in love with the Gixxer in the fi rst place, and riding it as 
my long-term bike is a big perk. I have been riding this bike since its 
entry into the BI garage and have enjoyed every moment astride it. 
Recently I had the bike serviced for the second time at Suzuki’s 
dealership not far away from our editorial offi ces in Pune, and I was 
quite happy with the job the chaps at the service station did. The level 
of service offered by Suzuki is among the best in the country, and it 
took no longer than half a day for the bike to be ready for a few more 
thousand kilometres before it goes back for its third service. 

In my opinion, some of the outstanding attributes of the Gixxer are 
its engine, gearbox, handling, tyres and ergonomics. The 155-cc 
engine is quite a capable unit. It’s peppy and delivers ample power to 
tackle the congested city traffi c. The fi ve-speed gearbox also 
impresses with its smooth shifts. The highlight is its handling, which 
is probably the best in this segment. It is a corner-carving machine 
that begs you to go harder when you come across a set of bends. And 
the grip from those MRF tyres is simply brilliant, even in wet 
conditions. Lastly, the ergonomics are just perfect. Everything falls
in place when you settle in the comfortable saddle, which is very 
important.

Having ridden the bike mostly in the city so far, I am now planning 
to take it out on a long ride to see how it behaves on the highways.

— RAVI CHANDNANI

Brilliant Bike

I HAVE BEEN USING THE YAMAHA FZ FOR THE 
past two months. Yamaha have equipped this new FZ ver-
sion 2.0 with fuel injection (FI), which, I think, is good for 
fuel economy. I fi lled 12 litres of fuel, put the trip-meter on 
zero, and the bike did 552 kilometres before the fuel-tank 
became almost empty. Thus it achieved an economy fi gure 
of 46 km/l within the city, which is not bad considering 
that this is a 150-cc bike. The FZ has adequate power to 
zip around on city roads, though I felt a little more power 
could have helped. The engine is smooth and the ride 
comfortable. Nowadays you come across a number of 
speed-breakers on the roads and, just as you are riding 
fast, one springs up out of nowhere, as it were. Naturally, 
you are compelled to brake hard and here I fi nd that the 
brakes on this bike perform decently. However, I wish the 
bike had a rear disc brake as well, instead of a drum one. 
The mirrors on the FZ are quite short, as a result of which 
you cannot get a proper view of the rear. If you happen to 
be wearing a jacket, then it becomes even more diffi cult. 
Overall, however, the Yamaha FZ version 2.0 is a stylish 
bike to ride in the city and a decent performer.

— SANJAY RAIKAR

Stylish Bike, 
Decent Performance
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THE TVS STAR CITY+ HAS BEEN WITH US 
for a while now and having ridden it for over 1,000 
kilometres within the city, I am happy to report that it 
has proved to be an able commuter and does exactly 
what it is built for: pottering around the town in the 
stop-n-go traffi c. The upright riding position along 
with the tall handlebar make it a comfortable ride in the 
city and tackling traffi c is a surprisingly easy task 
astride this bike. It sips fuel frugally and returns an 
amazing effi ciency of 55 to 60 km/l in spite of frequent 
stretches of spirited riding. The brakes have lost their 
bite over the past two months and are due for 
replacement. Apart from that one, I have no other 
complaints to mention at the service centre. 

The bike needs a brighter headlamp; the present 
one necessitates some squinting and peering through 
the darkness during nocturnal riding. The suspension 
on the bike is soft, which is desirable in daily 
commuting on undulating roads and rough patches. 
However, I would like suggest to the company to 
increase the pre-load at rear suspension to 
accommodate the added weight in case one plans to 
ride with a pillion frequently. At the default setting, 
the rear suspension tends to bottom out in potholes 
with a pillion on board. Apart from these minor 
niggles, the Star City+ has been an absolute hoot to 
ride around the city.

— ANIRUDDHA MULGUND

Urban 
Star

THE DAY I PICKED UP THE 
new Honda CB Unicorn 160 from 
the Mumbai showroom, I fell in 
love with it. I had ridden from Pune 
to Mumbai on an Activa 125 and 
was excited to ride this new 
Unicorn. Although it  looks different 
from its predecessor, it still retains its 
core plus-points such as handling 
and comfort. The suspension set-up 
is perfect, which made my 180-km 
ride back to Pune very comfortable. 
The next weekend I fi lled Rs 500 
worth of petrol, which is a little over 
seven litres, and rode from 

Kondhwa, Pune, to Bandra (West), 
Mumbai, and on the following 
Monday I rode back to Pune with-
out having to fi ll a drop more. That 
makes riding the Honda Unicorn 
across cities more economical than 
taking a bus or a cab. Besides, the 
journey is a lot more fun this way. 
The Unicorn is now due for its fi rst 
service. Let’s see if we can get a little 
more out of this mythical creature.
Kilometres done: 1,000
Parts replaced: None
Maintenance cost: None

— ROMMEL ALBUQUERQUEon the Pocket
Easy
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The script, it seemed, was set the moment Marc Marquez ran off track one turn into the new 
season. Most of the pre-season talk had surrounded Ducati. Twenty seconds into the fi rst 

race and the man most likely to stop the all-new GP15s with the two Andreas (Dovizioso and 
Iannone) onboard was at the back of the fi eld. Ferrari had just ended its own barren spell in 

Formula 1 earlier in the day. Now it was Ducati’s turn
 REPORT: NEIL MORRISON  PHOTOGRAPHY: DPPI 

ROSSI LEADS 
ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

TWENTY YEARS AFTER HIS 
Grand Prix début, Valentino Rossi rode to 
“one of the best races” and “one of the best 

battles” of a career that has yielded 109 victories 
and nine world titles. Could this be the fi rst step 
towards his 10th world title?

Ninth fastest at the close of Thursday and 
Friday then eighth on the grid. Rossi needed all of 
his restorative powers throughout a weekend that 
saw the re-emergence of Ducati as genuine 
contenders. To enforce this, Dovizioso and 
Iannone also climbed what was the fi rst all-Italian 
premier class podium since Motegi 2005 after a 
titanic fi ght at the front. 

With fi ve factories and 12 grand prix world 
champions making the 2015 fi eld statistically the 
strongest ever, the usual pre-race hype had been 
justifi ed. A great year lies ahead.

MotoGP
With darkness yet to descend on the 5.37 km 
circuit, afternoon warm-up confi rmed post-
qualifying speculation — the 22-lap race was 
going to be frantic. The sextet of Marquez, Rossi, 
Dovizioso, Iannone, Lorenzo and Pedrosa were 
just two-tenths apart. 

It took just 20 seconds for one of those names 
to rule themselves out. To everyone’s surprise, it 
was the reigning world champion. Marquez, 
swamped when getting off the line, paid the price 
for taking a wide entry into turn one, so often a 
hotbed of activity. “I went wide on to the dirty 
track and I lost the front a little bit. When I came 
back, I was in the last position,” he said.

With Marquez re-joining at the back of the 
fi eld, Dovizioso held top spot with Lorenzo and 

Iannone close behind. Pedrosa and Rossi — the 
latter the only man from the front six to choose 
the harder front tyre — were slowly progressing 
through the top 10 after indifferent fi rst laps. 
By the fourth, the 36-year-old had made his 
way past the fast-starting Hernandez. Behind 
the Columbian was over two seconds of 
empty tarmac.

Then came Rossi, already exceeding his times 
from free practice — a warning shot to the front 
three. “When I overtook Dani and did a lap 
alone, a one-minute 55.2, I say, ‘Wow, not so 
bad’.” From lap 11 it was a four-way brawl for 
victory with no Honda in sight. Lorenzo and 
Dovizioso repeatedly traded blows, the Ducati 

using its speed advantage along the start-fi nish 
straight to draft by before Turn One. Shedding 
over 240 km/h and holding his line was another 
matter, however, as Dovizioso consistently ran 
wide mid-corner.

On lap 19, however, the Italian fi nally made it 
stick. Three corners later Rossi was through too, 
and Iannone was quick to take advantage of 
Lorenzo’s late race lull to claim the fi nal podium 
spot three laps from the end. Unknown to casual 
onlookers, the foam inside Lorenzo’s helmet 
came unstuck. “Suddenly there was something 
wrong so I lost half of my vision.” That small loss 
in visibility was worth half a second, according to 
Lorenzo. He would have to content himself 

Victory celebrations 
in the Rossi side of 

the pit garage
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with fourth in a race he believed he could’ve won.
From there Rossi could taste the victory 

champagne. He twice passed at Turn 12 only for 
his countryman to respond. Twice they traded 
places on the penultimate lap before Rossi made 
that vital fi rst turn count in his favour the fi nal 
time around. Even Dovizioso’s posting of his 
personal best lap last time around wasn’t enough 
to reel Rossi in.

A famous victory he ranks among his best took 
him to the top of the world championship for the 
fi rst time in fi ve years. Like his famous bow at 
Mugello in 2006, he struggled to recall details 
from the fi nal lap. “All I remember is that I was 
close to crash two or three times,” he said. “My 
bike was very well balanced for the end. I saw 
Jorge and Dovi more in trouble than me and at 
that moment I thought that I can do it.”

It was arguably the fi nest performance of 
Dovizioso’s top-class career. Although miffed at 
losing out on 25 points, a début podium for the 
GP15 just 35 days after its track début satisfi ed the 
29-year old. “I couldn’t exit Turn One properly,” 
said Dovizioso. “I tried to make the last lap as fast 
as I could but it wasn’t enough. The bike is really 
new. To fi nish one place behind the winner is an 
amazing job.”

Similarly thrilled was Iannone. Unable to 
challenge the front two in the fi nal four laps, he 
was content to consolidate his début MotoGP 
podium ahead of Lorenzo. “I didn’t have the 
potential today to fi ght for the victory,” he said. 
“In the last part I understood that I had a little bit 
more potential than Jorge. I passed him and a 
podium is a really special moment for me.”

Considering his off-track excursion, Marquez 
recovered well to come home fi fth. While the fi rst 

MotoGP
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Valentino ROSSI 42’35.717
2 Andrea DOVIZIOSO +0.174
3 Andrea IANNONE +2.250
4 Jorge LORENZO +2.707
5 Marc MARQUEZ +7.036
6 Dani PEDROSA +10.755
7 Cal CRUTCHLOW +12.384
8 Bradley SMITH +12.914
9 Pol ESPARGARO +13.031
10 Yonny HERNANDEZ +17.435
11 Aleix ESPARGARO +19.901
12 Danilo PETRUCCI +24.432
13 Scott REDDING +32.032
14 Maverick VIÑALES +33.463
15 Hector BARBERA +33.625
16 Stefan BRADL +33.944
17 Nicky HAYDEN +38.970
18 Eugene LAVERTY +46.570
19 Mike DI MEGLIO +59.211
20 Alex DE ANGELIS +1’14.981
21 Marco MELANDRI +1’48.143
22 Loris BAZ 3 Laps

corner gave hope to Rossi (“I saw Marquez go 
wide. I knew it was a special moment … a good 
chance to win”), it proved to be the undoing of 
Alvaro Bautista’s fi rst race in his return to Aprilia. 
As Marquez rejoined, he frantically scuttled 
through the slower runners, clipping Bautista on 
the exit of Turn Six. The impact broke the 
Aprilia’s front brake cable along with its sensors, 
and earned the 22-year-old some angry words 
from his countryman.

Marquez got past Pedrosa on lap 12 and set 
about reeling in the leaders. But his charge 
through the fi eld came at a cost, as the grip from 

his Bridgestones escaped him. “I stressed the 
tyres too much. When I go to push more, they 
were already really slippery.” From there it was 
clear 11 points was the best he could expect from 
round one. Two mistakes in two days wasn’t 
how he envisioned the start of his title defence. 
“I was disappointed because it was completely 
my mistake.”

The same couldn’t be said about team-mate 
Pedrosa who later revealed he had been affl icted 
by an arm pump issue that has plagued his riding 
for the past year.

Cal Crutchlow echoed the grip complaints 
from the Repsol men but was satisfi ed to fi nish 
seventh, 1.6 seconds behind Pedrosa, in his fi rst 
race for CWM LCR Honda. “I was 14th on the 
fi rst lap. To recover to seventh I was happy 
enough.” Had it not been for his low starting 
position, Crutchlow believes a top fi ve would 
have been achievable.

Six-tenths back, Smith won a tight battle with 
team-mate Espargaro while Hernandez secured a 
promising top-10 fi nish after running as high as 
fourth in the early laps.

Suzuki men Aleix Espargaro (11th) and 
Maverick Viñales (14th) both scored points on 
their débuts as full-factory riders despite being 
well down on speed and there were also points 
for Petrucci (12th), Scott Redding (13th) and 
Hector Barbera (15th). 

Nicky Hayden started positively, running well 
inside the points until a combination of tyre and 
electronic issues put him 17th. “Mid-race the tyre 
performance dropped dramatically… when it 
wore out I started to suffer electronic problems. 
The traction control was triggered too often and I 
could barely ride.”

The two Italians made 
the race exciting till 
the very end 
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Moto3
GONE WERE 2014’S LEADING TRIO OF 
Alex Marquez, Jack Miller and Alex Rins, but 
the class of 2015 ensured they won’t be missed. 
Class veteran Alexis Masbou (RTG Honda) took 
only his second GP win with a perfectly timed 
last-lap attack, a day after claiming his fi rst pole in 
his 141st GP.

Early favourite Miguel Oliveira crashed out on 
the fi rst lap but that did little to dull the spectacle. 
Halfway through the 18 laps a freight train of 17 
contested the podium places. Chief among them 
were rookie extraordinaire Fabio Quartararo and 
Italian starlet Enea Bastianini, recovering from a 
dismal seventh start.

As Efren Vazquez began the fi nal lap in front, 
Quartararo’s inexperience showed, the Frenchman 
running himself and Francesco Bagnaia wide at 
Turn Five. That left Bastianini free to scythe under 
Vazquez before Masbou, who started the lap 
eighth, out-dragged him to the line to win by 0.027 
seconds. Danny Kent’s last-corner move sealed the 
fi nal podium spot and demoted Vazquez to fourth.
“I was afraid on the last lap, but I passed many 
riders in T1 and T2,” said Masbou. “I say, OK, 
now I can win the race!”

Moto3
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Alexis MASBOU 38’25.424
2 Enea BASTIANINI +0.027
3 Danny KENT +0.142
4 Efren VAZQUEZ +0.288
5 John MCPHEE +0.693
6 Isaac VIÑALES +0.765
7 Fabio QUARTARARO +0.772
8 Niccolò ANTONELLI +0.773
9 Francesco BAGNAIA +0.909
10 Brad BINDER +1.317

Moto2
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Jonas FOLGER 40’18.532
2 Xavier SIMEON +5.051
3 Thomas LUTHI +12.123
4 Alex RINS +12.202
5 Franco MORBIDELLI +14.385

POS. RIDER TIMING 
6 Mika KALLIO +14.413
7 Sandro CORTESE +14.471
8 Johann ZARCO +18.541
9 Louis ROSSI +20.914
10 Lorenzo BALDASSARRI +21.336

Moto2
PRACTICE AND QUALIFYING 
form suggested the smart money was on 
the top three qualifi ers: Sam Lowes 
(Speed Up), Johann Zarco (Kalex) and 
Tito Rabat (Kalex). 

But then all three suffered 
misdemeanours in the race. Lowes’ 
eagerness to stay with Zarco from the off 
was all-too apparent as he hit a false 
neutral and tucked the front on lap three 
with the chasing Jonas Folger and Xavier 
Simeon already some 2.5 seconds in 
arrears. “I hold my hand up — I made the 
mistake,” he said.

Rabat was enduring his own kind of 
nightmare. Having dropped to eighth on 

lap one through a rare mistake he was then 
shunted by Simone Corsi at Turn One, 
seconds after Lowes crashed. All this left 
Zarco four seconds clear for his fi rst 
Moto2 win, until he suffered his own grim 
fate four laps from the end. 

Exiting the fi nal turn his gear-shift lever 
broke, forcing the Frenchman to fi nish the 
race eighth while stuck in third gear.
All this left Folger free to collect his fi rst 
GP win since the summer of 2012 by fi ve 
seconds from Simeon. Thomas Luthi 
narrowly fended off a late attack from class 
rookie Alex Rins to claim the fi nal podium 
spot by 0.079 seconds. “To be honest, I 
didn’t expect a race like this,” said Folger. 
“We’ve done a perfect job this weekend.”

Sound racecraft and 
good luck gave Folger the 

perfect start to the season

Masbou 
celebrates 

his win
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Honda’s Marquez continues his 
dominance at the Circuit of the Americas

 REPORT: PIYUSH SONSALE  PHOTOGRAPHY: DPPI 
MotoGP
MARC MARQUEZ WAS THE MAN TO 
beat at COTA (Circuit of the Americas). The 
Spaniard had won at the American circuit for the 
last two years and he was topping the time-sheets 
since the second practice this year. He even got 
the provisional pole position in qualifying before 
his RC213V fl ashed a warning light on the 
dashboard. Marquez rolled down to a stop near 

the pit-lane exit with just over three minutes left 
in the session and it looked like that was the end 
of qualifying for him. However, he swiftly 
jumped over the high pit-wall and sprinted 
towards his garage where the factory Honda team 
was ready with his second bike. 

By the time he exited the pit-lane, Marquez 
had little over two minutes to beat the chequered 
fl ag after his outlap and he had been relegated to 

MARQUEZ 
DOES A HAT-TRICK;

BRITS RULE 
THE LOWER CLASSES
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Valentino Rossi in third, Tech 3 Yamaha’s 
Bradley Smith in fourth and Rossi’s team-mate, 
Jorge Lorenzo, in fifth.

Tech 3’s Pol Espargaro was sixth at the start, 
followed by Marc VDS Honda’s Scott Redding. 
Redding made an ambitious but wrong 
overtaking move on the opening lap and crashed 
out right in front of Espargaro, who tumbled over 
Redding’s bike and had to retire from the race.

At the front, Dovizioso opened up a small gap 
over the field while his team-mate, Andrea 
Iannone, was climbing up the order after 
dropping down initially. Marquez made the move 
for the lead after getting comfortable with the grip 
level and quickly opened a gap while Dovizioso 
was caught in a fight for second with Rossi.

Marquez cleared away at the front and won his 
third consecutive race at COTA comfortably with 
a 2.3-second lead. Dovizioso managed to open a 
small gap over the number 46 Yamaha and 
finished second while Rossi settled for the third  
place after backing up in the final laps to save his 
front tyre.

Lorenzo, who was suffering from bronchitis, 
passed Iannone with three laps to go to finish 
fourth behind his team-mate while Bradley Smith 
finished sixth behind Iannone. LCR Honda’s 
Cal Crutchlow finished seventh ahead of the 
Factory Suzuki team-mates, Aleix Espargaro and 
Maverick Vinales, who finished eighth and ninth 
respectively, and Pramac Racing’s Danilo 
Petrucci completed the top 10 finishers.

seventh position on the time-sheet. He charged 
down the 5.5-km circuit and passed the start/
finish line for his flying lap, seconds before the 
chequered flag was shown. He rode the last lap 
with even greater intensity and, despite making 
many mistakes and almost crashing in the Turn 
10 left-hander, the 22-year-old double champion 
did indeed manage to grab the pole position and 
created a new lap record in the process.

The race started on a drying track with 
Ducati’s Andrea Dovizioso making the hole-shot 
after starting second. Marquez lined up in second 
behind him, followed by Factory Yamaha’s 

Side by side at full lean in 
turn one, Smith was with the 

top group right from the start 

Vinales scored his first 
top 10 finish in MotGP

MotoGP
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Marc MARQUEZ 43’47.150
2 Andrea DOVIZIOSO +2.354
3 Valentino ROSSI +3.120
4 Jorge LORENZO +6.682
5 Andrea IANNONE +7.584
6 Bradley SMITH +16.967
8 Aleix ESPARGARO +19.025
9 Maverick VIÑALES +38.570
10 Danilo PETRUCCI +41.796
11 Hiroshi AOYAMA +47.199
12 Hector BARBERA +47.339
13 Nicky HAYDEN +56.484
14 Jack MILLER +56.731
15 Alvaro BAUTISTA +57.372
16 Eugene LAVERTY +58.898
17 Loris BAZ +1’08.787
18 Alex DE ANGELIS +1’22.236

CHAMPIONSHIP
POS. RIDER TEAM PTS.
1 Valentino ROSSI Yamaha 41
2 Andrea DOVIZIOSO Ducati 40
3 Marc MARQUEZ Honda 36
4 Andrea IANNONE Ducati 27
5 Jorge LORENZO Yamaha 26
6 Bradley SMITH Yamaha 18
7 Cal CRUTCHLOW Honda 18
8 Aleix ESPARGARO Suzuki 13
9 Dani PEDROSA Honda 10
10 Danilo PETRUCCI Ducati 10
11 Maverick VIÑALES Suzuki 9
12 Pol ESPARGARO Yamaha 7
13 Yonny HERNANDEZ Ducati 6
14 Hiroshi AOYAMA Honda 5
15 Hector BARBERA Ducati 5
16 Nicky HAYDEN Honda 3
17 Scott REDDING Honda 3
18 Jack MILLER Honda 2
19 Alvaro BAUTISTA Aprilia 1

SPORT
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Moto3
LEOPARD RACING’S  
Danny Kent was the Moto3 pole-
setter at round two and he also 
made a new lap record of the 
class during the effort. However, 
a poor start pulled him down to 
sixth in the race while KTM Ajo’s 
Miguel Oliveira led the pack. Kent 
clearly had the best pace, though, 
and he quickly made his way to the 
top and developed a gap of 8.5 
seconds over the field to win the race 

comfortably. Behind him, the battle for the 
second and third podium places was intensely 
fought. While Oliveira crashed out in the 

second half, Estrella Galicia 0,0’s GP 
rookie, Fabio Quartararo, fought 

hard till the end and finished 
second to score his first ever GP 

podium. Kent’s team-mate, 
Efren Vazquez, finished third 
ahead of Gresini Racing’s 

Enea Bastianini while KTM 
Ajo’s Brad Binder crossed the 
finish-line in fifth.

Moto2
TEAM GRESINI’S XAVIER SIMEON 
secured the pole position at COTA but it was Ajo 
Motorsport’s Johann Zarco who led the race from 
start. Speed Up Racing’s Sam Lowes was second 
and Simeon in third in the first half of the race, but 
Lowes passed Zarco for the lead on lap 13 and 
Simeon crashed out after colliding with Zarco with 
four laps to go. Lowes crossed the chequered flag 
to win his first-ever Moto2 grand prix, followed by 

Moto2
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Sam LOWES 41’45.565
2 Johann ZARCO +1.999
3 Alex RINS +4.622
4 Tito RABAT +8.975
5 Franco MORBIDELLI +12.976
6 Hafizh SYAHRIN +14.168
7 Anthony WEST +17.271
8 Mika KALLIO +17.513
9 Julian SIMON +17.689
10 Takaaki NAKAGAMI +17.764

Moto3
POS. RIDER TIMING
1 Danny KENT 41’32.287
2 Fabio QUARTARARO +8.532
3 Efren VAZQUEZ +8.652
4 Enea BASTIANINI +8.811
5 Brad BINDER +9.556
6 John MCPHEE +13.869
7 Andrea LOCATELLI +20.442
8 Romano FENATI +20.611
9 Isaac VIÑALES +20.863
10 Karel HANIKA +20.913

Zarco in second and Simeon’s crash gave HP 40’s 
rookie Alex Rins his first-ever Moto2 podium in 
his second race in the class. The reigning Moto2 

champion, Tito Rabat of Marc VDS, finished 
fourth and Italtrans Racing’s Franco Morbidelli 
finished fifth.

No pain, no gain. Lowes 
recovered from his massive 
highside in practice and 
won his first Moto2 race

Kent was in a class 
of his own at COTA
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by leading it from lights to chequered fl ag. The 
Aprilia rider, Leon Haslam, continued to put up 
an impressive show by being consistent in his 
efforts. He managed to fi nish the race in the 
second place. Meanwhile, the Suzuki rider, Alex 
Lowes, who had missed the podium by just 0.33 
seconds in the earlier race, managed to pick up 
pace and fi nish on the podium in race two. 

With Rea leading the way, it was very diffi cult 
to see anyone coming close to the Brit to challenge 
him for the lead. However, for the fi rst seven laps, 
Lowes tried his best to chase Rea down, but on 
lap eight, he was overtaken by Haslam who 
continued to be in the second spot right till the 
chequered fl ag. Lowes had to be content with a 
third-place fi nish.

It was for the fi rst time in the history of WSBK 
that four consecutive races have seen an all-British 
podium and we are sure Britain must be proud of 
this achievement.

RACE ONE 
JONATHAN REA WAS AT HIS BEST IN 
Thailand as he continued to exhibit a blistering 
pace that helped him dominate race one from start 
to fi nish. The Kawasaki rider started the race in 
pole position and put up a fabulous show of speed 
by pulling away from the rest of the pack in the 
early stages of the race. On lap two, Rea had 
already managed a gap of 1.4 seconds between 
himself and his Kawasaki team-mate, Tom Sykes. 
As the race progressed, Rea simply kept pulling 
away, increasing the gap even further. Ultimately, 
he won race one with a margin of 6.3 seconds. 

In the second place was Leon Haslam, the Red 
Devils Aprilia rider and fellow Briton, who tried 
hard to chase Rea down for the lead, but he 
simply couldn’t manage to give Rea a run for his 
money. However, the real fi ght was taking place 
for the fi nal podium position. After being pushed 
to third, Kawasaki rider Tom Sykes had to face 

Rea Pulls Away
Round two of the WSBK was held in Thailand at the Chang International 

Circuit and Rea emerged the top rider in both the races
REPORT: RAVI CHANDNANI  PHOTOGRAPHY: WSBK

some stiff competition from Alex Lowes of 
Voltcon Crescent Suzuki. Both the British riders 
kept changing positions right till the chequered 
fl ag, but, in the end, Sykes prevailed and grabbed 
that fi nal podium place with just 0.33 seconds 
between himself and Lowes.

RACE TWO
The Brits dominated the second race of the Thai 
round as well with Jonathan Rea winning the race 

S O

www.bikeindia.in118 MAY 2015

SPORT WSBK THAILAND



Return of the Italians
Ducati returns to claim victory in race two of round three held 

in Aragon at the Motorland Aragon circuit
REPORT: RAVI CHANDNANI  PHOTOGRAPHY: WSBK

RACE ONE 
IT WAS AN EXCITING RACE ONE AT 
Motorland Aragon with Kawasaki’s Jonathan Rea 
and Tom Sykes and Ducati’s Chaz Davies 
keeping the spectators on the edge of their seats 
throughout the race. As the lights went out, it 
seemed that Sykes was back with a vengeance 
after not being able to convert his efforts into a 
race win in Thailand. He was quick right from the 
beginning and continued to dominate for a good 
part of the race. However, he wasn’t alone at the 
top. Fellow Briton and team-mate, Jonathan Rea, 
and Ducati’s Chaz Davies were right on Sykes’ 
tail throughout. Nevertheless, Sykes managed to 
stay in the lead for a good 12 laps before Rea 
increased his pace and overtook him on lap 13. 

However, this was just the beginning. Ducati 
rider Davies was also determined to wrest victory 
and, as he chased Rea for the lead, he was quick 
enough to overtake Sykes, although the latter did 

give him a tough time. As the race entered the 
fi nal laps, the action became more intense — one 
could see the three riders running very close to 
each other, making it very diffi cult to predict the 
winner. On the last lap, however, Davies 
managed to overtake Rea, but it was in the last 
corner that Rea fi nally made his move on Davies 
and crossed the fi nish-line with just 0.051 seconds 
between them. Eventually, Rea won the race with 
Davies in a very close second spot. Meanwhile, 
Tom Sykes had to be content with a third-place 
fi nish a further 4.9 seconds behind the leader. 

RACE TWO
Race two was a perfect opportunity for the British 
rider of Aruba.it Racing-Ducati SBK Team, Chaz 
Davies, to make amends. He was the fastest man 
so far as timing was concerned as he managed to 
lead the race from the lights to the chequered fl ag. 
Davies, who was determined to win race two and 

hand Ducati their fi rst-ever win in two years, 
made no mistakes and defended the lead by 
keeping a very fast Rea at bay. However, Rea, the 
Ulsterman, gave stiff competition to Davies by 
always being within a second of the Ducati. Rea 
and Davies were neck and neck right until lap 
four but come lap fi ve and Davies and his Ducati 
were fl ying, increasing the gap by a huge margin 
with each passing lap. In fact, as Davies crossed 
the fi nish-line in number one spot, Rea was more 
than three seconds behind him. 

Meanwhile, Davies cruised to a well-deserved 
victory; Rea had to defend his second spot against 
the Aprilia rider, Leon Haslam. Eventually, Rea 
managed to fi nish ahead of Haslam in the second 
spot with a gap of just 0.52 seconds. Despite 
bagging just one victory in two races, Rea manages 
to lead the championship with 140 points, but his 
rivals from Aprilia (Haslam, 114 points) and Ducati 
(Davies, 83) are soon catching up.
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  APRILIA www.aprilia.com

MANA
We Say: The only lightweight motorcycle with an automatic transmission.

 Also See: No options yet.
Mana 850 GT ABS 15.65 lakh 839.9 76/8000 73/5000 A/7 218 NA NA 16 NA    NA NA

DORSODURO
We Say: An absolute hoot of a dual-purpose bike.

 Also See: BMW R 1200 GS
Dorsoduro 1200 ABS 18.07 lakh 1197 130.5/ 8700 115/7200 6 NA NA NA 15 NA    NA NA

CAPONORD
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Ducati Multistrada 1200, BMW R 1200 RT
1200 ABS 19.60 lakh 1197 125/8250 114/6800 6 NA NA NA 24 NA    NA NA

1200 ABS Travel 21.69 lakh 1197 125/8250 114/6800 6 228 NA NA 24 NA    NA NA

TUONO
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Honda CB1000R, Triumph Speed Triple, Yamaha FZ1
V4R APRC ABS 19.99 lakh 999.6 170/11500 113/9500 6 185 NA  NA 18.5 NA    NA NA

RSV4
We Say: NA.

 Also See: BMW S 1000 RR, Honda CBR 1000RR, Yamaha YZF-R1, Suzuki GSX-R 1000, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R
R APRC ABS 20.42 lakh 999.6 184/12500 117/10000 6 186 NA NA 18.5 NA    NA NA

Factory APRC ABS 24.73 lakh 999.6 184/12500 117/10000 6 181 NA NA 18.5 NA    NA NA

  BAJAJ AUTO www.bajajauto.com

CT100
We Say: Affordable and frugal commuter.

 Also See: Hero HF Dawn, Honda CD110 Dream, TVS Star City
CT100  41,033 99.27 8.2/7500 8.05/4500 4 109 NA NA 10.5 NA    NA NA
CT100 (Alloy) 44,305 99.27 8.2/7500 8.05/4500 4 109 NA NA 10.5 NA    NA NA

PLATINA
We Say: Reasonably decent looks mated to the CT100’s frugal genes.

 Also See: Hero Splendor NXG, TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110
Platina 100  44,134 102 8.2/7500 8.6/5000 4 107 9.91 89.5 13 72.25    May 06 1111

Platina 100 ES 51,411 102 8.2/7500 8.6/5000 4 108 NA NA 11.5 NA    NA NA

DISCOVER 100
We Say: Good commuter, high frequency handlebar vibrations.

 Also See: Hero Splendor NXG, TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110, Honda CB Twister
Discover 100 4G 52,574 102 9.3/8000 9.02/6000 4 114 NA NA 9.5 NA    NA NA
Discover 100M (Disc) 55,808 102 9.3/8000 9.02/6000 4 114 NA NA 9.5 NA    NA NA
Discover 100T 58.344 102 10.2/9000 9.2/6500 5 121 7.5 100.3 10 56    Feb 13 11112 

DISCOVER 125
We Say: A defi nite improvement over the previous model in terms of refi nement and performance.

 Also See: Hero Super Splendor, TVS Phoenix, Honda Shine
Discover 125M 59,823 124.6 11.5/8000 10.8/6000 5 118 5.96 98.45 7.2 68.25    May 14 11112

Discover 125T 63,309 124.6 11/8000 10.8/5500 5 118.5 6.25 103.7 7.2 68.25    NA  NA
Discover 125ST 63,886 124.6 11/8000 10.8/5500 5 118.5 6.25 103.7 7.2 68.25    May 11  1111

MOTORCYCLES
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DISCOVER 150
We Say: Commuter with poke.

 Also See: Hero Glamour, Yamaha SZ
Discover 150S 64,369 144.8 14.5/8500 12.75/6500 5 129 NA NA 10 NA    NA NA 
Discover 150F 68,774 144.8 14.5/8500 12.75/6500 5 130 NA NA 10 NA    NA NA 

PULSAR 135
We Say: Nice and nimble, good looks and four-valve technology, a fi rst from Bajaj.

 Also See: Honda CBF Stunner
Pulsar 135 LS DTS-i 70,826 134.66 13.5/9000 11.4/7500 5 122 5.18 112.1 8 63.75    Jan 10 11111

PULSAR 150
We Say: Good fusion of performance, effi ciency and looks.

 Also See: Hero Xtreme, Honda CB Trigger, Suzuki GS150R, TVS Apache RTR160
Pulsar 150 DTS-i 78,701 149.01 15.06/9000 12.5/6500 5 143 5.4 115 15 55    May 10 1111

PULSAR 180
We Say: Great performace, stunning looks and the good ol’ edgy box. Great value though.

 Also See: TVS Apache RTR180
Pulsar 180 DTS-i 82,272 176.8 17.02/8500 14.22/6000 5 147 4.98 117.5 15 51    Jun 09 1111

PULSAR 220
We Say: More power at lesser price translates into great value for money.

 Also See: Hero Karizma R, TVS Apache RTR 180, Yamaha YZF-R15
Pulsar 220 DTS-i 95,859 219.9 21.04/8500 19.12/7000 5 152 4.7 132.5 15 42.25    Jul 09 11112

PULSAR NS
We Say: Value for money, a modern bike for a lakh of rupees.

 Also See: KTM 200 Duke, Hero Karizma ZMR
Pulsar NS 200 1.01 lakh 199.5 23.5/9500 18.3/8000 6 145 3.83 133 12 44.5    Aug 12 11111

PULSAR AS
We Say: Compact and usable adventure bike with an affordable price-tag.

 Also See: No options yet.
Pulsar AS 150 90,235 149.5 17/9500 13/7500 6 143 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA
Pulsar AS 200 1.04 lakh 199.5 23.5/9500 18.3/8000 6 153 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA

PULSAR RS
We Say: Good amount of kit at a fair price.

 Also See: KTM RC200, Honda CBR250R
Pulsar RS 200 1.34 lakh 199.5 24.5/9750 18.6/8000 6 165 NA NA 13 NA    NA NA
Pulsar RS 200 ABS 1.47 lakh 199.5 24.5/9750 18.6/8000 6 165 NA NA 13 NA    NA NA

AVENGER
We Say: Powerful and torquey, great combo of style and value. Pillion seat could be more comfortable.

 Also See: No alternatives yet
Avenger 220 DTS-i 90,287  219.9 19.03/8400 17.5/7000 5 154.5 4.8 118 14 34    Sep 10 1111

  BMW MOTORRAD www.motorrad-deutschemotoren.in

TOUR
We Say: Among the most powerful and refi ned touring bikes available today.

 Also See: Kawasaki Ninja 1000, Aprilia Caponord 1200, Moto Guzzi Sport, Honda GL1800 Gold Wing
R 1200 RT 22.95 lakh* 1170 110/7750 120/6000 6 263 NA NA 25 NA    NA NA
K 1600 GT 27.00 lakh* 1649 160/7750 175/5250 6 332 NA NA 24 NA    NA NA 
K 1600 GTL 29.65 lakh* 1649 160/7750 175/5250 6 348 NA NA 26.5 NA    NA NA 

ADVENTURE
We Say: Arguably the best all-round motorcycle there is.

 Also See: Aprilia Dorsoduro, Ducati Multistrada, Triumph Tiger Explorer
R 1200 GS 18.60 lakh* 1170 125/7750 125/6500 6 238 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA 
R 1200 GS Adventure 20.75 lakh* 1170 125/7750 125/6500 6 260 NA  NA 30 NA    NA NA
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ROADSTER
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Aprilia Tuono V4R, Benelli TnT 1130, Kawasaki Z1000, Moto Guzzi Griso, Triumph Speed Triple.
R nineT 23.50 lakh* 1170 110/7550 119/6500 6 222 NA NA 18 NA    NA NA
R 1200 R 16.65 lakh* 1170 110/7500 119/6000 6 227 NA NA 18 NA    NA NA
S 1000 R 25.00 lakh 999 160/11000 112/9750 6 183 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA NA
K 1300 R  19.20 lakh* 1293 175/9250 140/8250 6 243 NA NA 19 NA    NA NA 

SPORT
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Aprilia RSV4, Honda CBR 1000RR, Suzuki GSX-R 1000, Yamaha YZF-R1, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R, ZX-14R
S 1000 RR 21.10 lakh* 999 199/13500 113/10500 6 204 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA NA
K 1300 S 21.95 lakh* 1293 177/9250 140/8250 6 245 NA NA 19 NA    NA NA

  DSK BENELLI www.dskbenelli.com

TnT 300
We Say: Extremely well-balanced entry twin-cylinder motorcycle.

 Also See: Kawasaki Z250, KTM 390 Duke
TnT 300 3.23 lakh 300 38/11500 26.5/10000 6 196 NA NA 16 NA    NA NA

TnT 600
We Say: Rather affordable four-cylinder street and touring machines.

 Also See: Triumph Street Triple, Kawasaki ER-6n, Ninja 650, Hyosung GT650N, GT650R
TnT 600i 5.88 lakh 600 85/11500 54.6/10500 6 231 NA NA 15 NA    NA NA
TnT 600 GT 6.41 lakh 600 85/11500 54.6/10500 6 243 NA NA 27 NA    NA NA

TORNADO NAKED TRE
We Say: Red-blooded three-pot Italian muscle bikes.

 Also See: Ducati Streetfi ghter, Kawasaki Z800, Z1000, Triumph Speed Triple, Yamaha FZ-1
TnT 899 10.80 lakh 898 122/9500 88/8000 6 202 NA NA 16 NA    NA NA
TnTR 1130 13.39 lakh 1131 129/8500 110/5250 6 202 NA NA 16 NA    NA NA

  DSK HYOSUNG www.dskhyosung.com   

GT250R
We Say: 250 V-twin that is dated now.

 Also See: Honda CBR 250R, Kawasaki Ninja 300, KTM RC 390
GT 250R  3.08 lakh* 249 28/10000 22/8000 5 188 4.02 140 17 NA    Jun 12  1111

GT650N
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Kawasaki Ninja 650, Triumph Street Triple
GT 650N 3.99 lakh* 647 74/9000 60.9/7500 6 208 NA NA 17 NA    NA  NA

GT650R
We Say: A good V-twin sports bike however, a bit costly.

 Also See: Kawasaki Ninja 650, Triumph Street Triple
GT 650R  4.93 lakh* 647 74/9000 60.9/7500 6 215 2.61 NA 17 NA    Mar 11  11112

AQUILA
We Say: The only 250cc V-twin cruiser in India.

 Also See: Royal Enfi eld Thunderbird 500
GV250 Aquila 2.92 lakh* 249 26.5/9500 21.7/7000 6 167 NA NA 14 NA    NA  NA

AQUILA PRO
We Say: A big improvement over the ST7 and good value for money.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Street 750 and 883 Superlow
GV650 Aquila Pro 5.41 lakh* 647 75/9000 62.1/7500 5 240 NA NA 16 NA    NA  NA
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ST7
We Say: A good cruiser but pricey.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Street 750 and 883 SuperLow
ST7 6.28 lakh* 678.2 58.5/8000 57.3/7500 5 244 3.09 167 18 NA    Apr 10  11112  

  DUCATI www.ducati.com

SCRAMBLER
We Say: A fun and agile Ducati you can use everyday.

 Also See: Hyosung GT650N, Kawasaki Ninja ER-6n, Triumph Street Triple
Icon 6.38 lakh* 803 75/8250 68/5750 6 186 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA NA
Urban Enduro 7.54 lakh* 803 75/8250 68/5750 6 186 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA NA
Classic 7.54 lakh* 803 75/8250 68/5750 6 186 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA NA
Full Throttle 7.54 lakh* 803 75/8250 68/5750 6 186 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA NA

MONSTER
We Say: Light and nimble, a good buy.

 Also See: Aprilia Tuono V4R, Benelli TnT, Kawasaki ER-6n, Triumph Street Triple, Speed Triple, Yamaha FZ1
795 6.99 lakh* 803 87/8250 78/6250 6 188 2.86 NA 15 NA    NA NA
796 ABS 7.99 lakh* 803 87/8250 78/6250 6 188 2.86 NA 15 NA    Mar 11 11112

821 Dark 9.00 lakh* 821.1 112/9250 89/7750 6 188 NA NA 15 NA    NA NA
821 9.50 lakh* 821.1 112/9250 89/7750 6 188 NA NA 15 NA    NA NA
1200 19.86 lakh* 1198.4 135/8750 118/7250 6 182 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA NA
1200 S 24.33 lakh* 1198.4 135/8750 118/7250 6 182 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA NA

HYPERMOTARD
We Say: A tall road bike with handling of a supersports.

 Also See: Aprilia Dorsoduro
Hyperstrada 11.01 lakh* 821.1 110/9250 89/7750 6 204 NA NA  16 NA    NA NA

Hypermotard  10.00 lakh* 821.1 110/9250 89/7750 6 198 NA NA  16 NA    NA NA   

SP  19.10 lakh* 821.1 110/9250 89/7750 6 194 NA NA  16 NA    NA NA

MULTISTRADA
We Say: The luxury SUV of motorcycles.

 Also See: BMW R 1200 GS, Triumph Tiger Explorer
1200 14.03 lakh* 1198.4 160/9500 136/7500 6 232 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA 
1200 Touring 14.93 lakh* 1198.4 160/9500 136/7500 6 232 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA 
1200 S 16.59 lakh* 1198.4 160/9500 136/7500 6 235 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA 
1200 S Touring 17.50 lakh* 1198.4 160/9500 136/7500 6 235 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA 
1200 S Pikes Peak 20.61 lakh* 1198.4 160/9500 136/7500 6 235 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA

DIAVEL
We Say: Looks big and heavy, but is light and nimble.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Night Rod Special, Triumph Rocket III, Yamaha VMAX. 
Diavel 13.83 lakh* 1198.4 162/9250 130.5/8000 6 239 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA 
Diavel Carbon 16.98 lakh* 1198.4 162/9250 130.5/8000 6 234 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA 
Diavel Titanium 37.20 lakh* 1198.4 162/9250 130.5/8000 6 234 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA 

SBK
We Say: Powerful track-tool with a price-tag to shame executive sedans.

 Also See: Triumph Daytona 675R, BMW S 1000 RR, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-14R, Ninja H2, Suzuki Hayabusa
899 Panigale 13.02 lakh* 898 148/10750 99/9000 6 193 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA
1299 Panigale 32.48 lakh* 1285 205/10500 144.6/8750 6 190.5 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA
1299 Panigale S 40.07 lakh* 1285 205/10500 144.6/8750 6 190.5 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA
Panigale R 46.25 lakh* 1198 205/11500 136.2/10250 6 184 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA
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  HARLEY-DAVIDSON www.harley-davidson.in

STREET
We Say: Brilliant all-rounder, the fi rst affordable cruiser with a Harley-Davidson badge.

 Also See: Hyosung Aquila Pro GV650
XG750 Street 750 5.01 lakh 749 47.5/NA 59/4000 6 222 3.83 154  13.1 NA    Jun 14 11111 

SPORTSTER
We Say: Value packed, classic and timeless looking motorycles that proudly boast of their heritage.

 Also See: Hyosung Aquila Pro GV650, Hyosung ST7, Suzuki Intruder 800
XL883L SuperLow  7.26 lakh 883 52/5750 69/3750 5 255 NA NA  17 NA    NA  NA 
XL883N Iron 8.25 lakh 883 52/5750 69/3750 5 255 NA NA  12.5 NA    NA  NA 
XL1200X Forty-Eight 10.00 lakh 1202 67/5750 96/3500 5 255 NA NA  7.9 NA    NA  NA 

DYNA
We Say: Comfortable, easy to ride and powerful - these no-nonsense cruisers fl aunt their H-D branding.

 Also See: Honda VT1300CX
FXDB Street Bob 11.82 lakh 1585 75/5250 124/3500 6 305 NA NA  17.8 NA    NA  NA 
FXDF Fat Bob 14.74 lakh 1585 76/5250 126/3500 6 320 2.6 NA  18.9 NA    NA  NA 

SOFTAIL
We Say: Authentic and original to Harleys, one of their best-selling lines ever! 

 Also See: Suzuki Intruder M1800R, Triumph Thunderbird
FLSTF Fat Boy 17.07 lakh 1690 78/5250 132/3500 6 331 NA NA  18.9 NA    NA  NA 
FXSB Breakout 18.57 lakh 1690 74/5010 130/3000 6 322 NA NA  18.9 NA    NA  NA 
FLSTC Heritage Classic 18.41 lakh 1690 74/5010 130/3000 6 339 NA NA  18.9 NA    NA  NA 

V-ROD
We Say: As fun to watch as it is to ride - unlike any other Harley-Davidson motorcycle. 

 Also See: Ducati Diavel, Suzuki Intruder M1800R, Yamaha VMAX 
VRSCDX Night Rod Special 24.39 lakh 1247 120/8000 111/7250 5 302 NA NA 18.9 NA    NA  NA 

TOURING
We Say: Long distance touring at its fi nest - torquey, immensely comfortable and of course addictive!

 Also See: Moto Guzzi California 1400
FLHXSE Street Glide Special 32.91 lakh 1690 86/5010 138/3500 6 372 NA NA  22.7 NA    NA  NA

CVO
We Say: The most expensive set of two wheels in India.

 Also See: BMW K 1600 GT L, Honda GL1800 Gold Wing
FLHTKSE CVO Limited 53.62 lakh 1801 96/5010 156/3750 6 433 NA NA  22.7 NA    NA  NA 

  HERO MOTOCORP www.heromotocorp.com  
HF

We Say: All the Hero MotoCorp qualities at an affordable price.
 Also See: TVS Star, Yamaha Crux, Bajaj Platina

HF Dawn 43,813 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 109 NA NA 10.5 NA    NA  NA
HF Deluxe 46,425 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 109 9.39 91.11 10.5 68.25    Jan 07  1111

HF Deluxe Eco 50,705 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 112 9.39 91.11 10.5 68.25    NA  NA 

SPLENDOR
We Say: Perfect commuter if you can do with the looks.

 Also See: TVS Star Sport, Honda CD110 Dream, Yamaha YBR 110, Bajaj Platina
Splendor+ 50,080 97.2 7.4/8000 7.95/5000 4 109 NA NA 11 NA    NA  NA 
Splendor NXG 52,735 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 112 NA NA 11 NA    NA  NA
Splendor Pro 50,745 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 112 NA NA 11 NA    NA  NA 
Splendor Pro Classic 55,337 97.2 8.4/7500 8.04/4500 4 112 NA NA 11 NA    NA NA
Splendor iSmart 55,346 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 112 NA NA 8.7 NA    NA  NA
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PASSION
We Say: A Splendor will save you a few grand.

 Also See: Yamaha Crux, Bajaj Platina, Mahindra Centuro
Passion Pro 53,136 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 116 NA NA 12.8 NA    NA  NA 
Passion Pro ES 57,303 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 119 NA NA 12.8 NA    NA  NA 
Passion Pro TR 58,576 97.2 7.8/7500 8.04/4500 4 119 NA NA 12.8 NA    NA  NA 
Passion X Pro (Alloy) 60,218 109.1 8.7/7500 9.36/5500 4 116 NA NA 9.5 NA    NA  NA

SUPER SPLENDOR
We Say: Splendor hops onto the ‘executive’ bandwagon.

 Also See: TVS Phoenix, Yamaha YBR 125, Honda Shine, Suzuki SlingShot
Super Splendor  57,703 124.7 9.12/7000 10.35/4000 4 121 6.99 100.83 13 73.25    Oct 10  11112

GLAMOUR
We Say: The Glamour actually looks much better than the Super Splendor. Worth the extra dough.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 125, TVS Phoenix, Yamaha YBR 125
Glamour (KS, Drum) 60,995 124.7 9.13/7000 10.35/4000 4 125 9.64 94.9 13.6 72.75    Sep 05  1111

Glamour (ES, Disc) 63,218 124.7 9.13/7000 10.35/4000 4 129 9.64 94.9 13.6 72.75    NA  NA 
Glamour FI (Disc)  71,416 124.7 9.13/7000 10.35/4000 4 129 8.80 94.9 12 80.75    Aug 06  1111

IGNITOR
We Say: Stunner in a new avatar.

 Also See: Honda CB Stunner, Yamaha YBR 125
Ignitor 66,330 124.7 11/8000 11/5000 5 129 6.50 100.3 9 62.25    Oct 12  11112

ACHIEVER
We Say: Every bit a Unicorn, except for the ride quality.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 150, Honda CB Unicorn, Suzuki GS150R
Achiever 66,518 149.1 13.5/8000 12.8/5000 5 138 6.25 110.8 12.5 57.5    Dec 05  1111

HUNK
We Say: Stunning looks, effi cient engine and good performance.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 150, Honda CB Trigger, TVS Apache 
Hunk (F/R Disc) 78,743 149.2 14.4/8500 12.8/6500 5 146 5.08 107.16 12.54 51    Dec 07  11112

X-TREME
We Say: Pricey but much better than the CBZ and the Achiever. Too skinny at the front.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 150, Honda CB Trigger, TVS Apache RTR160
X-Treme 75,424 149.2 14.4/8500 12.8/6500 5 145 5.55 110.8 12.4 60.25    Nov 06  1111

KARIZMA
We Say: The most well-rounded performance bike around. Spares are an issue though.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 220, TVS Apache RTR180, Yamaha YZF-R15
Karizma R 91,892 223 19.47/7500 19.35/6000 5 154 NA NA 15 NA    NA  NA
Karizma ZMR 1.15 lakh 223 20.26/8000 19.7/6500 5 157 NA NA 15.3 NA    NA  NA

  HONDA www.honda2wheelersindia.com  

CD110 DREAM
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 100M, TVS Star City
Dream (Spoke) 49,885 109 8.36/7500 8.63/5500 4 105 NA NA 8 NA    NA  NA
Dream (Alloy) 53,012 109 8.36/7500 8.63/5500 4 105 7.82 86 8 72.5    Nov 14 1111

DREAM NEO
We Say: One of the most fuel effi cient bikes in the country.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 100, TVS Star City, Suzuki Hayate
Dream Neo (KS) 51,783 109 8.36/7500 8.63/5500 4 105 NA NA 8 NA    NA  NA
Dream Neo (ES) 54,214 109 8.36/7500 8.63/5500 4 105 7.82 96.5 8 72.5    Aug 13  11112
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DREAM YUGA
We Say: One of the most fuel effi cient bikes in the country.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 100, TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110, Suzuki Hayate
Dream Yuga 57,481 109 8.63/7500 8.91/5500 4 108 7.82 96.53 8 72    Aug 12  11112

CB TWISTER
We Say: Good styling and performance will be a revelation in the commuter segment.

 Also See: TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110, Suzuki Hayate
CB Twister (Drum) 56,641 109 9.1/8000 9/6000 4 108 6.99 93 8 71.25    NA  NA 
CB Twister (Disc) 60,037 109 9.1/8000 9/6000 4 108 6.99 93 8 71.25    Mar 10  11112

 CB SHINE
We Say: Low gearing make it really quick through gears. Top speed could have been better with taller gearing.

 Also See: Hero Glamour, TVS Phoenix, Yamaha YBR 125
CB Shine (Drum) 61,075 124.7 10.4/7500 10.7/5500 4 121 7.04 100.4 11 78.75    NA  NA

CB Shine (Disc) 64,507 124.7 10.4/7500 10.7/5500 4 121 7.04 100.4 11 78.75    May 06  11112

CBF STUNNER
We Say: A worthy competitor to the Yamaha SS 125.

 Also See: Hero Ignitor, Yamaha YBR 125
CBF Stunner 66,241 124.7 11.15/8000 11/6500 5 128 6.57 100.8 10 61    Sep 08  11112

CB UNICORN
We Say: One of the smoothest mills around. Great ride-handling combo. Almost indestructible.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 150, Hero CBZ X-treme, Hero Achiever, Suzuki GS150R
CB Unicorn 75,385 149.1 13.5/8000 12.8/5500 5 146 6.10 111.3 13 58.92    Dec 06  11112

CB TRIGGER
We Say: A perfect premium all-rounder for the youth.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 150, Yamaha FZ-S, Suzuki GS150R
CB Trigger  77,185 149.1 14.2/8500 12.7/6500 5 137 5.45 112.3 12 55.70    NA  NA 
CB Trigger CBS 87,764 149.1 14.2/8500 12.7/6500 5 138 5.45 112.3 12 55.70    Jul 13  11112

CB UNICORN 160
We Say: Slightly larger and more powerful Unicorn.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 180, Suzuki GS150R, TVS Apache RTR160
CB Unicorn 160 81,136 162.7 14.7/8000 14.6/6000 5 135 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA
CB Unicorn 160 CBS 89,560 162.7 14.7/8000 14.6/6000 5 135 NA NA 12 NA    NA  NA

CBR150R
We Say: Refi ned engine, great handling and riding position but loses out in midrange and bottom performance. 

 Also See: Yamaha YZF-R15
CBR150R   1.36 lakh 149.4 17.8/10500 12.6/8500 6 138 4.86 131 13 38    NA  NA
CBR150R Deluxe  1.38 lakh 149.4 17.8/10500 12.6/8500 6 138 4.86 131 13 38    Jun 12  11111

CBR250R
We Say: Just the bike for India, a perfect all-rounder for city and highway.

 Also See: Hyosung GT250R, KTM RC 200
CBR250R 1.76 lakh 249.6 25.3/8500 22.9/7000 6 161 3.47 155 13 35.75    NA  NA
CBR250R ABS 2.14 lakh 249.6 25.3/8500 22.9/7000 6 167 3.47 155 13 35.75    Jun 11  11112

CB1000R
We Say: Practical. Both in and out of town.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 1130, Ducati Monster, Triumph Speed Triple, Yamaha FZ1
CB1000R 12.74 lakh* 999 125/10000 100/8000 6 217 2.1 NA 17 16    Aug 09  11112

CBR1000RR
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R, Suzuki GSX-R 1000, Yamaha YZF-R1
CBR1000R FireBlade 16.59 lakh* 999.6 181/12250 114/10500 6 200 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA  NA
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VFR1200F
We Say: Effortless mile muncher.

 Also See: BMW K 1300 R, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-14R, Suzuki Hayabusa
VFR1200F  18.86 lakh* 1237 172/10000 129/8750 6 267 2.37 NA 18.5 NA    Dec 10  11111

VT1300CX
We Say: A series-production custom motorcycle.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Super Glide Custom, Harley-Davidson Breakout
VT1300CX 15.25 lakh* 1312 57.7/4250 107/2250 5 309 NA NA 12.8 NA    NA  NA

GL1800 GOLD WING
We Say: The most iconic grand tourer in the world.

 Also See: BMW K 1600 GT L, Harley-Davidson CVO Limited
Gold Wing Audio Comfort 28.50 lakh* 1832 118/5500 167/4000 5+R 421 NA NA 25 NA    NA NA
Gold Wing Airbag 31.50 lakh* 1832 118/5500 167/4000 5+R 423 NA NA 25 NA    NA NA

  KAWASAKI www.kawasaki-india.com

Z250
We Say: Quarter-litre twin-cylinder streetbike at a good price.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 300, KTM 390 Duke
Z250 3.44 lakh 249 32/11000 21/10000 6 168 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA

Z800
We Say: Aggressively styled streetbike at a hard-to-resist price.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 899, Triumph Street Triple
Z800 8.19 lakh 806 113/10200 83/8000 6 229 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA

Z1000
We Say: One of the meanest looking streetbikes you can opt for.

 Also See: Aprilia Tuono V4R, Benelli TnT 1130, Yamaha FZ-1, Triumph Speed Triple
Z1000 13.85 lakh 1043 142/10000 111/7300 6 221 NA NA 17 NA    NA NA

VERSYS 1000
We Say: A touring Kwacker for all-road use.

 Also See: Suzuki V-Strom, Triumph Tiger 800XC
Versys 1000 ABS 14.29 lakh 1043 120/9000 102/7500 6 249 NA NA 21 NA    NA NA

NINJA 300
We Say: A true performance bike in India.

 Also See: KTM RC 390, Honda CBR 250R
Ninja 300 4.00 lakh 296 39/11000 27.5/10000 6 172 2.56 160 (appr) 17 NA    May 13  11111

ER-6n
We Say: Versatile street bike.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 600i, Triumph Street Triple
ER-6n 5.48 lakh 649 72/8500 64/7000 6 201 NA NA 16 NA    NA  NA

NINJA 650R
We Say: Most versatile motorcycle.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 600 GT, Hyosung GT650R, Triumph Street Triple
Ninja 650R 5.93 lakh 649 72/8500 64/7000 6 209 2.04 NA 16 NA    Sep 12  11111  

NINJA 1000
We Say: Smooth and comfortable mile-muncher.

 Also See: Moto Guzzi 1200 Sport, Suzuki Bandit 1250S
Ninja 1000 13.85 lakh 1043 142/10000 111/7300 6 230 NA NA 19 NA    NA NA

NINJA ZX-10R
We Say: One of the most rider-friendly litre-class superbike there is.

 Also See: Aprilia RSV4, Honda CBR 1000R, Suzuki GSX-R 1000, Yamaha YZF-R1
Ninja ZX-10R 17.36 lakh 998 210/13000 112/11500 6 201 2.10 276 17 NA    Dec 13 11111 
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NINJA H2
We Say: The fi rst supercharged big bike on sale in India.

 Also See: BMW S 1000 RR, Ducati 1299 Panigale, Suzuki Hayabusa, Yamaha YZF-R1M
Ninja H2 29.00 lakh* 998 sc 210/11000 133.5/10500 6 238 NA NA 17 NA 3 3 3 NA NA

NINJA ZX-14R
We Say: Very refi ned performance and power delivery for a hyperbike.

 Also See: BMW K 1300 R, Ducati 1299 Panigale, Honda VFR 1200F, Suzuki Hayabusa
Ninja ZX-14R 18.68 lakh 1441 210/10000 162.5/7500 6 268 NA 299 (L) 22 NA    Feb 14 11111 

  KTM www.ktm.com/in

DUKE
We Say: A bike which loves to be ridden aggressively and features updated technology.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 200 NS, Benelli TnT 302, Kawasaki Z250
200 Duke 1.53 lakh 199.5 25/10000 19.2/8000 6 136 3.73 135 10.5 34.5    Jan 12  11112

390 Duke 2.10 lakh 373.2 43.5/9000 35/7000 6 150 2.46 162 10.5 NA    Sep 13  11112

RC
We Say: A serious track-tool for learner and enthusiast alike.

 Also See: Honda CBR 250R, Kawasaki Ninja 300
RC200 1.84 lakh 199.5 25/10000 19.2/8000 6 149 3.68 131 10 NA    NA NA
RC390 2.36 lakh 373.2 43.5/9000 35/7000 6 159 2.72 163 10 NA    NA NA

  LML www.lmlworld.com

FREEDOM
We Say: NA

 Also See: Mahindra Centuro, TVS Star Sport
DX 51,545 109.2 8.5/7750 8.6/5000 4 119 NA 98.2 12.5 NA    NA  NA
LS 55,355 109.2 8.5/9000 8.6/5000 4 119 8.2 98.2 12.5 51    Sep 13  1111

  MAHINDRA 2WHEELERS www.mahindra2wheelers.com

PANTERO
We Say: Improvement over the Stallio but still a long way to go 

 Also See: Honda Dream Neo, Suzuki Hayate, TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110
T1 NA 106.7 8.5/7500 8.5/5500 4 120 8.66 93.56 13.7 49    Mar 13  1112

T4 NA 106.7 8.5/7500 8.5/5500 4 120 8.66 93.56 13.7 49    NA  NA

CENTURO
We Say: A commuter with many innovative features

 Also See: Honda Dream Yuga, Hero Passion, TVS Star City, Bajaj Discover
Centuro 52,990 106.7 8.5/7500 8.5/5500 4 120 8.66 93.56 12.7 49    Aug 13  1112

 MOTO GUZZI www.motoguzzi.com

BELLAGIO
We Say: NA. 

 Also See: Ducati Monster
Black Eagle 17.53 lakh 935 73/7200 78/6000 6 224 NA NA 19 NA    NA NA
940 17.68 lakh 935 73/7200 78/6000 6 224 NA NA 19 NA    NA NA

1200
We Say: Immensely fun muscle bike, and a capable tourer (Sport).

 Also See: Benelli TnT 1130, BMW R 1200 R, BMW R nineT, Ducati Monster, Triumph Speed Triple
Griso 8V SE 18.40 lakh 1151 110/7500 108/6400 6 222 NA NA 16.7 NA    NA NA
1200 Sport 8V 18.99 lakh 1151 110/7500 108/6400 6 222 NA NA 16.7 NA    NA NA
1200 Sport 8V Corsa 19.27 lakh 1151 110/7500 108/6400 6 222 NA NA 16.7 NA    NA NA
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CALIFORNIA
We Say: Relaxed but quick long-distance tourer that loves the open road.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Street Glide Special, Triumph Thunderbird LT
1400 Custom 22.48 lakh 1380 96/6500 120/2750 6 318 NA NA 20.5 NA    NA NA
1400 Touring 24.77 lakh 1380 96/6500 120/2750 6 337 NA NA 20.5 NA    NA NA

  ROYAL ENFIELD www.royalenfi eld.com

BULLET
We Say: The subtle Enfi eld makes a come back with a UCE heart.

 Also See: No options, as there are no alternatives to a Bullet but a Bullet itself!
Bullet 350 1.13 lakh 346 19.8/5250 28/4000 5 180 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA  NA
Bullet Electra 1.26 lakh 346 19.8/5250 28/4000 5 183 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA  NA
Bullet 500 1.62 lakh 499 26.1/5100 40.9/3800 5 193 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA  NA

THUNDERBIRD
We Say: Pseudo-cruiser with a focus on touring.

 Also See: None as yet
Thunderbird 350 1.46 lakh 346 19.8/5250 28/4000 5 192 NA NA 20 NA    NA  NA
Thunderbird 500 1.86 lakh 499 27.5/5250 41.3/4000 5 195 4.65 NA 20 NA    NA  NA

CLASSIC
We Say: Royal Enfi eld fuses old world charm with modern retro lines.

 Also See: There is no other bike like the Classic
Classic 350 1.35 lakh 346 19.8/5250 28/4000 5 NA NA NA 13.5 NA    NA NA
Classic 500  1.72 lakh 499 27.5/5250 41.3/4000 5 182 4.75 131 13.5 NA    Jan 10  11111

Desert Storm  1.75 lakh 499 27.5/5250 41.3/4000 5 182 4.75 131 13.5 NA    NA  NA
Classic Chrome 1.83 lakh 499 27.5/5250 41.3/4000 5 182 4.75 131 13.5 NA    NA  NA

CAFÉ RACER
We Say: Classic British bike which is fun to ride, easy to maintain and affordable too.

 Also See: There is no other bike like the Continental GT
Continental GT 2.10 lakh 535 29.1/5100 44/4000 5 184 4.11 143 13.5 NA    Dec 13 1111

SUZUKI www.suzukimotorcycle.co.in

HAYATE
We Say: Suzuki’s answer to the commuter competition.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 100, TVS Star City, Yamaha YBR 110
Hayate 51,899 112.8 8.4/7500 8.8/5000 4 112 8.26 94.71 8 68.5    Aug 12  1111

SLINGSHOT
We Say: Stylish commuter equipped with a refi ned engine.

 Also See: Hero Super Splendor, Honda Shine, TVS Phoenix
SlingShot 58,873 124 8.6/8500 10/6000 5 128 7.65 97 12 59    Oct 10 1111

GS150R
We Say: Well packaged all-rounder from Suzuki.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 150, Hero Xtreme, Honda CB160 Unicorn
GS150R 79,647 149.5 14/8500 13.4/6000 6 149 5.46 108 15.5 59.75    Feb 09 11112

GIXXER
We Say: Street sport bike which brings style, handling and effi ciency together well.

 Also See: Yamaha FZ-S, Honda CB Trigger, Hero Hunk
Gixxer 86,367 155 14.8/8000 14/6000 5 135 5.85 111.45 12 47.75    Oct 14 11112

GIXXER SF
We Say: Faired street sport with good handling dynamics.

 Also See: Yamaha YZF-R15, Honda CBR150R
Gixxer SF 95,212 155 14.8/8000 14/6000 5 139 4.82 116.2 12 47.75    NA NA

Gixxer SF GP Livery 96,875  155 14.8/8000 14/6000 5 139 4.82 116.2 12 47.75    May 15 11112
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BANDIT
We Say: Value for money, versatile and practical.

 Also See: Ducati Monster, Honda CB1000R, Triumph Speed Triple, Yamaha FZ1 
Bandit 1250SA 11.92 lakh 1255 98/7500 108/3700 6 254 2.19 250 19 15.25    Jul 10  11111  

V-STROM
We Say: Capable, but pricey adventure sports tourer.

 Also See: BMW R 1200 GS, Ducati Multistrada, Kawasaki Versys, Triumph Tiger
V-Strom 1000 17.21 lakh  1037 100/8000 103/4000 6 228 NA NA 20 NA    NA NA

GSX-R
We Say: Carrying on the Gixxer tradition of high performance.

 Also See: BMW S 1000 RR, Honda CBR 1000R, Kawasaki NInja ZX-10R, Yamaha YZF-R1
GSX-R 1000 15.88 lakh  999 185/12000 116.7/10000 6 205 2.07 NA 17.5 11.80    Jul 10 11111

HAYABUSA
We Say: One of the world’s fastest motorcycles, offi cially on sale in India.

 Also See: BMW S 1000 RR, Ducati 1299 Panigale, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-14R 
GSX-1300R LE 19.05 lakh  1340 197/9500 155/7200 6 236 NA 299 (L) 21 NA    NA  NA

INTRUDER
We Say: Attention magnet.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Iron 883, Harley-Davidson Breakout, Triumph Thunderbird Storm
M800 11.15 lakh  805 53/6000 66/3600 5 269 2.91 NA 15.5 NA    Jan 12 11112

M1800R 18.95 lakh  1783 128/6200 160/3200 5 319 2.1 209 19.5 13    Jan 09  11112

  TRIUMPH www.triumphmotorcycles.in

BONNEVILLE
We Say: Modern classic trying to re-live the good old days.

 Also See: No alternatives yet
Bonneville  6.76 lakh 865 61/7500 61/5550 5 225 NA NA 16 NA    NA  NA
Bonneville T100 7.77 lakh 865 61/7500 61/5550 5 230 NA NA 16 NA    NA  NA

THRUXTON
We Say: Classic café racer with a twin-cylinder heart for the hard-core enthusiast.

 Also See: No alternatives, other than the Royal Enfi eld Continental GT
Thruxton 900 Café Racer 7.99 lakh 865 61/7500 61/5550 5 230 NA NA 16 NA    NA  NA

DAYTONA
We Say: The only world-class non-Japanese entrant in the extremely competitive Supersport arena.

 Also See: Ducati 899 Panigale 
Daytona 675 11.99 lakh 675 118/12300 70/9900 6 189 NA NA 17.4 NA    NA  NA
Daytona 675R 13.64 lakh 675 118/12300 70/9900 6 189 NA NA 17.4 NA    NA  NA

ROADSTER
We Say: Stripped-down racers for the road.

 Also See: Benelli TnT 600i, TnT 899, TnT 1130, Ducati Monster, Kawasaki Ninja 650, Suzuki Bandit 1250S
Street Triple 8.77 lakh 675 79/11050 57/8375 6 188 NA NA 17.4 NA    NA  NA
Speed Triple 12.44 lakh 1050 127/9300 105/7800 6 214 NA NA 17.5 NA    NA  NA

TIGER
We Say: Versatile and comfortable on-off-roader with a choice of displacements.

 Also See: BMW R 1200 GS, Ducati Multistrada, Suzuki V-Strom 1000
800 XRx 12.98 lakh 800 95/9250 79/7850 6 216 NA NA 19 NA    NA  NA
800 XCx 14.20 lakh 800 95/9250 79/7850 6 221 NA NA 19 NA    NA  NA
1200 Explorer XC 20.95 lakh 1215 137/9300 121/6400 6 267 NA NA 20 NA    NA  NA

THUNDERBIRD
We Say: The British laid-back cruiser.

 Also See: Harley-Davidson Fat Boy, Heritage Softail Classic, Moto Guzzi California, Suzuki Intruder M1800R
Storm 15.64 lakh 1699 98/5200 156/2950 6 339 NA NA 22 NA    NA  NA
LT 18.19 lakh 1699 94/5408 151/3550 6 349 NA NA 22 NA    NA  NA
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ROCKET III
We Say: The largest capacity series-production motorcycle on the planet.

 Also See: Ducati Diavel, Yamaha VMAX
Roadster 23.86 lakh 2294 148/5750 221/2750 5 367 NA NA 24 NA    NA  NA

TVS www.tvsmotor.co.in

STAR
We Say: Adds style to your commute without being too heavy on the pocket.

 Also See: Bajaj Platina, Hero CD Deluxe, Yamaha YBR 110
Sport 52,837 99.7 7.4/7500 7.5/5000 4 95 9.5 85 12 63    Apr 07 1111

Star City+ 55,335 109.7 8.4/7000 8.7/5000 4 109 7.68 90.8 10 67    Jul 14 1111

PHOENIX
We Say: A capable commuter.

 Also See: Honda Shine, Bajaj Discover 125ST
Phoenix (Drum) 59,723 124.5 11/8000 10.8/6000 4 114 7.52 NA 12 NA    NA  NA
Phoenix (Disc) 62,351 124.5 11/8000 10.8/6000 4 116 7.52 96.4 12 63    Nov 12  1111

APACHE RTR
We Say: Great looks, nimble traffi c carver with power through the complete rev range.

 Also See: Bajaj Pulsar 180, 220, Hero Karizma, Honda Unicorn CB160, Suzuki Gixxer, Yamaha FZ-S, R-15
RTR160 80,641 159.7 15.4/8500 13.1/6000 5 136 5.04 118.7 16 50    NA NA 
RTR160 (Rear Disc) 82,966 159.7 15.4/8500 13.1/6000 5 136 5.04 118.7 16 50    NA NA
RTR180 86,991 177.4 17.3/8500 15.5/6500 5 137 4.64 124 16 45.25    Jul 09  11112

RTR180 ABS 98,722 177.4 17.3/8500 15.5/6500 5 137 4.64 NA 16 NA    NA  NA

  VIBGYOR www.vvehicles.co.in

GALLOP
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Hero CD Dawn, Bajaj Platina, TVS Star
Gallop ES (Drum)  NA 97.2 6.8/8500 6.5/6000 4 87 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA  NA

Gallop ES (Disc, Alloy) NA 97.2 6.8/8500 6.5/6000 4 87 NA NA 13.5 NA    NA  NA

HUNTER
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Hero Splendor NXG, Bajaj Platina, Yamaha YBR 110
Hunter NA 124.1 9.8/9000 9.0/8000 5 120 NA NA 18 NA    NA  NA

SHARK
We Say: NA.

 Also See: Bajaj Discover 150, Yamaha SZ
Shark NA 142.6 13.05/9000 9.5/7500 5 130 NA NA 14 NA    NA  NA

  YAMAHA www.yamaha-motor-india.com

CRUX
We Say: Excellent gearbox, but lacks appeal and doesn’t excel at anything else.

 Also See: Hero CD Dawn, Bajaj Platina, TVS Star Sport
Crux 43,644 105.6 7.6/7500 7.85/6000 4 113 9.9 94 11 62.52    Oct 05  1112

YBR 110
We Say: A good alternative for a Hero MotoCorp bike.

 Also See: Hero Splendor NXG, Bajaj Platina, TVS Star City+
YBR 110 51,128 106 7.6/7500 7.85/6000 4 123 NA NA 13 NA    NA  NA

SS125
We Say: Big bike feel, great performance. Mid-range torque should have been stronger.

 Also See: Suzuki SlingShot, Hero Super Splendor, Honda Shine, TVS Phoenix
SS 125 61,915 123 11/7500 10.4/6500 5 125 7.2 108.2 13.6 67.5    Oct 10  11112
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SZ
We Say: Commuter with a 150cc heart and a 125cc’s price tag. 

 Also See: Hero Achiever, Bajaj Discover 150
SZ-S 65,958 153 12.1/7500 12.8/4500 5 132 6.48 105.34 14 55    NA NA
SZ-RR 2.0 69,153 149 12.1/7500 12.8/6000 5 134 NA NA 14 55    NA  NA

FZ
We Say: Great-looking naked bike; has worked wonders for Yamaha in India.

 Also See: Hero Hunk, Honda CB Trigger, TVS Apache RTR160
FZ-16  79,943 153 14/7500 13.6/6000 5 135 5.51 110.9 12 43.5    Oct 08 11112

FZ-S 82,090 153 14/7500 13.6/6000 5 135 5.51 110.9 12 43.5    NA NA
FZ-16 2.0 FI  86,021 149 13.1/8000 12.8/6000 5 132 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA
FZ-S 2.0 FI 88,223 149 13.1/8000 12.8/6000 5 132 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA

FAZER
We Say: The FZ with a fairing, little underpowered for serious touring.

 Also See: Hero Hunk, Honda CB Trigger, TVS Apache RTR160
Fazer  87,541 153 14/7500 13.6/6000 5 138 NA NA 12 NA    NA  NA
Fazer 2.0 FI 93,726 149 13.1/8000 12.8/6000 5 132 NA NA 12 NA    NA NA

YZF-R15
We Say: Indian performance biking taken to the next level.

 Also See: Honda CBR 150R, Hero Karizma ZMR, KTM RC 200, Bajaj Pulsar 220
YZF-R15 2.0 1.23 lakh 149.8 17/8500 15/7500 6 136 4.89 130.3 12 42.2    Dec 11  11111

FZ1
We Say: The biggest and the baddest FZ there is.

 Also See: Aprilia Tuono V4R, Benelli TnT 1130, BMW S 1000 R, Honda CB 1000R, Suzuki Bandit 1250S
FZ1 11.07 lakh 998 150/11000 106/8000 6 214 NA NA 18 NA    NA  NA

YZF-R1
We Say: MotoGP derived technology places the new R1 among the best superbikes in the world.

 Also See: Aprilia RSV4, BMW S 1000 RR, Suzuki GSX-R 1000, Honda CBR 1000RR, Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R
YZF-R1 22.34 lakh* 998 200/13500 112.4/11500 6 199 NA 300 (L) 17 NA    NA  NA
YZF-R1M 29.43 lakh* 998 200/13500 112.4/11500 6 199 NA 300 (L) 17 NA    NA NA

VMAX
We Say: Ultimate naked street fi ghter.

 Also See: Ducati Diavel, Triumph Rocket III
VMAX 25.97 lakh 1679 200/9000 166.8/6500 5 310 NA NA 15 NA    NA  NA

COMPETITION BIKES
SUZUKA www.suzukaracingmotorcycles.com

SRM250 2V
We Say: NA.

 Also See: NA
SRM250 AC 2V 3.40 lakh 223 16.3/7000 17.5/5500 5 115.5 NA 120 6 NA    NA  NA

SRM250 LC 2V 3.45 lakh 223 16.3/7000 17.5/5500 5 115.5 NA 120 6 NA    NA NA

SRM250 4V
We Say: NA.

 Also See: NA
SRM250 4V 3.65 lakh 250 22.4/8500 20/7000 5 116.5 NA 135 6 NA    NA NA
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APRILIA www.aprilia.com

SRV
We Say: An easy-going, but quick and extremely potent city ride which also loves the highway.

 Also See: No options yet
SRV 850 13.43 lakh 839.3 76/7750 76.4/6000 V 249 NA NA 18.5 NA     NA NA
SRV 850 ABS 13.92 lakh 839.3 76/7750 76.4/6000 V 249 NA NA 18.5 NA     NA NA

  HERO MOTOCORP www.heromotocorp.com

PLEASURE
We Say: Great looks and goodie-loaded, this is the ideal jump for the econo-commuter who wants more.

 Also See: Honda Activa, Suzuki Let’s, TVS Wego
Pleasure 50,047 102 6.8/7000 7.8/5000 V 104 12.18 80.9 5 47    Feb 06 1111

MAESTRO
We Say: A Honda Activa with a plastic body.

 Also See: Honda Dio, TVS Jupiter
Maestro 56,061 109 8.2/7500 9.1/5500 V NA 10.37 88.7 5.3 52    Jun 12 1111

  HONDA www.honda2wheelersindia.com

ACTIVA i
We Say: Revised the scooter market and is an improvement over the old Activa.

 Also See: Suzuki Let’s, TVS Scooty Pep+, Hero Pleasure
Activa-i 52,078 109 8/7500 8.74/5500 V 103 8.49 90 5.3 63.5    Sep 13 11112

ACTIVA 3G
We Say: More power and big improvement overall compared to its smaller-engined sibling.

 Also See: Suzuki Access, TVS Wego
Activa 3G 55,645 109 8/7500 8.83/5500 V 108 10.8 89 5.3 53.5    May 09 1111

ACTIVA 125
We Say: More power and big improvement overall compared to its smaller-engined sibling.

 Also See: Vespa VX, Suzuki Swish
Activa 125 62,560 125 8.67/6500 10.12/5500 V NA 7.76 92 NA 46.75    NA NA
Activa 125 Deluxe 69,350 125 8.67/6500 10.12/5500 V NA 7.76 92 NA 46.75    Jun 14 11112

DIO
We Say: An Activa with good looks. Pillion foot rest is a pain though.

 Also See: Suzuki Let’s, TVS Scooty Zest, TVS Jupiter
Dio  53,285 109 8/7500 8.6/5500 V 106 10.49 93 5.3 54.75    Mar 12 11112

AVIATOR
We Say: Positioned for the premium market. Good, but expensive.

 Also See: Suzuki Access, Mahindra Duro, TVS Jupiter
Aviator 56,979 109 8.1/8000 8.8/5500 V 102 10.83 83 6 52    NA NA
Aviator (Disc) 62,576 109 8.1/8000 8.8/5500 V 102 10.83 83 6 52    Dec 09 11112

  LML www.lmlworld.com

NV
We Say: Going back in time

 Also See: Suzuki Access, Mahindra Duro, Mahindra Rodeo
NV-4S (ES) 48,321* 147.5 8.8/6200 11.3/4250 4 116 NA NA 5.5 NA    NA NA
NV LS-4S 62,048* 147.5 8.8/6200 11.3/4250 4 120 NA NA 5.5 NA    NA NA

SCOOTERS
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SELECT
We Say: NA

 Also See: Suzuki Access, Mahindra Duro, Mahindra Rodeo, Mahindra Flyte
Select 4 (KS) 47,140 149.5 8/5500 13.2/3500 4 119 NA NA 8 NA    NA NA
Select 4 (ES) 50,978 149.5 8/5500 13.2/3500 4 123 NA NA 8 NA    NA NA

STAR EURO
We Say: NA

 Also See: Honda Activa 125, Vespa VX
Star Euro 150 (ES, Disc) 57,918* 150.8 9.5/8000 NA CVT 112 NA NA 7 NA    NA NA
Star Euro 200 Funky (ES) 61.793* 199.9 9.25/6250 19.9/4000 4 122 NA NA 5.5 NA    NA NA

  MAHINDRA 2WHEELERS www.mahindra2wheelers.com 
GUSTO

We Say: Smart scooter with many practical aspects.
 Also See: Honda Activa, Suzuki Let’s, TVS Scooty Zest

Gusto DX 51,969 109.6 8.1/7500 9/5500 CVT NA NA NA 6 NA    NA NA
Gusto VX 57,600 109.6 8.1/7500 9/5500 CVT NA 14.1 76.4 6 45    Nov 14 1111

FLYTE
We Say: Zippy and comfortable scooter. Great choice for city commutes.

 Also See: Honda Aviator, Suzuki Access
Flyte NA 124.6 8/7000 9/5000 V 105 13.02 83.8 5 41    Oct 07 11112

DURO
We Say: Nova’s body gets the Flyte’s engine.

 Also See: Honda Aviator, Suzuki Access
Duro 125 DZ 53,351 124.6 8.15/7500 9/5500 V 114 8.2 92.8 6 38.25    Mar 12 1111

RODEO
We Say: Flyte gets a style change.

 Also See: Honda Aviator, Suzuki Swish
Rodeo RZ 54,199 124.6 8.15/7000 9/5500 V 106 NA 87 4.5 NA    NA NA
Rodeo UZO125 56,415 124.6 8.15/7000 9/5500 V 106 NA 87 4.5 NA    NA NA

SUZUKI www.suzukimotorcycle.co.in

LET’S
We Say: A lightweight 110cc automatic Suzuki

 Also See: Honda Activa-i, Mahindra Rodeo, TVS Scooty Zest, Yamaha Ray
Let’s 53,411 112.8 8.7/7500 9.0/6500 V 98 9.58 92.9 5.2 49.75    Aug 14 11112

ACCESS
We Say: Really quick and a nimble handler but priced higher than the competition.

 Also See: Honda Activa 125, Mahindra Duro
Access 125 58,829 124 8.71/7000 9.8/5000 V 109 7.9 91.8 6.4 42    Dec 07 11112

SWISH
We Say: The Access gets a sporty look

 Also See: Honda Dio, Mahindra Duro, Mahindra Rodeo
Swish 125 59,841 124 8.71/7000 9.8/5000 V 110 7.77 92.6 6 42.2    May 12 11112
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TVS www.tvsmotor.co.in

XL
We Say: The classic two-stroke moped soldiers on.

 Also See: No alternatives
Super HD 2-stroke 34,820 69.9 3.5/5000 5/3750 V 75 NA NA 4 NA     NA NA

SCOOTY PEP+
We Say: An engine upgrade makes it even more desirable.

 Also See: Honda Activa, Hero Pleasure, Mahindra Flyte
Scooty Pep+ 52,551 87.8 5/6500 5.8/4000 V 95 12.2 74 5 50.67     Nov 05 1111

SCOOTY ZEST
We Say: Venerable badge gets a larger heart and contemporary design.

 Also See: Honda Dio, Suzuki Let’s, Mahindra Gusto
Scooty Zest 110 58,539 109.7 8.02/7500 8.8/5500 V 98.5 NA NA 5 NA    NA NA

WEGO
We Say: A good city runabout

 Also See: Honda Activa, Honda Dio, Hero Pleasure
Wego  62,760 109.7 8/7500 8/5500 V 105 10.35 84 5 40    Jan 10 1111

Wego Disc 65,715 109.7 8/7500 8/5500 V 105 10.35 84 5 40    May 13 1111

JUPITER
We Say: Good features and comfort for the price

 Also See: Hero Maestro, Honda Dio
Jupiter  62,063 109.7 8/7500 8/5500 V 108 9.98 88.78 5 43    Nov 13 1111

 VESPA www.vespaindia.com

125
We Say: If you love retro, buy the Vespa

 Also See: Honda Actriva 125, Suzuki Access
LX 76,496 125 10.06/7500 10.6/6000 V 114 9.36 101 8 45.25     Aug 12 11112

VX 80,943 125 10.06/7500 10.6/6000 V 114 9.36 101 8 45.25     Jun 13 11112

S 85,527 125 10.06/7500 10.6/6000 V 114 9.36 101 8 45.25    NA NA
Eleganté 89,588 125 10.06/7500 10.6/6000 V 114 9.36 101 8 45.25     NA NA

 YAMAHA www.yamaha-motor-india.com

RAY
We Say: Stylish scooter with a Yamaha badge

 Also See: Honda Dio, Suzuki Let’s, TVS Wego
Ray 52,529 113 7.1/7500 8.1/5000 V 104 9.48 86.31 5 42.5      Nov 12 1111

Ray Z 54,267 113 7.1/7500 8.1/5000 V 104 9.48 86.31 5 42.5    NA NA

CYGNUS ALPHA
We Say: Practical city runabout with large underseat storage

 Also See: Honda Activa-i, TVS Jupiter, Hero Maestro
Cygnus Alpha 54,751 113 7.1/7500 8.1/5000 V 105 NA NA 5 42.5    Apr 14 1111
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AVON www.avoncycles.com

E-SCOOT
Top speed: 24 km/h  

 Tested: NA
E-Scoot 23,280* 48V 250W - - -  65

E-LITE
Top speed: 24 km/h  

 Tested: NA
E-Lite 22,748* 48V 230W - 56  - 50

E-MATE
Top speed: 24 km/h  

 Tested: NA
E-Mate NA 48V 250W - 56  - 65

E-STAR
Top speed: 24 km/h  

 Tested: NA
E-Star NA 48V 230W - 56  - 55

BSA www.bsamotorsindia.com 
STREET RIDER

Top speed: 25 km/h  
 Tested: NA

Street Rider 36,600 48V 250W 1260 75 - 70

ELECTROTHERM www.yobykes.in

SPARK
Top speed: 45 km/h  

 Tested: Aug 11
YO Spark 34,000* 48V 900W - 114  4.5 60

ELECTRON
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
YO Electron ER 22,200* 48V 250W - 81 NA 65-70

STYLE
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
YO Style 25,000* 48V 250W - 94 NA 70-75

YO Style ER NA 48V 250W - 105 NA 95-100

XPLOR
Top speed: 25 km/h 

 Tested: NA
  

YO Xplor 31,705* 48V 250W - 91 NA 55-60

SPEED
Top speed: 45 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
YO Speed 30,500* 48V 1.1kW - 94.6 NA 70-75

EXL
Top speed: 55 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
YO EXL 37,500* 48V 1kW - 115 NA 55-60

E-VO INDIA www.evoindia.com

EXULT
Top speed: 25 km/h  

 Tested: Aug 11
Exult 23,709* 48V 250W 1260  90 - 90

ELEGANT
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
Elegant 24,815* 48V 250W 1330  95 - 85

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS
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 HERO ELECTRIC www.heroelectric.in 
MAXI

Top speed: 25 km/h  
  Tested: Mar 09

Maxi 31,750* 48V 250W - 75 - 70

OPTIMA PLUS
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: Mar 09
Optima ++ 34,250* 48V 250W - 82 - 70

WAVE DX
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: NA
Wave Dx 35,750* 48V 250W - 105 - 70

Extra Miles 38,500* 48V 250W - 117 - 100

E-SPRINT
Top speed: 45 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
E-sprint 37,997* 48V 800W - 91 - 65

CRUZ
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: Aug 11
Cruz 34,750* 48V 250W - 91 - 75

ZION
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: NA
Zion 32,990* 48V 250W - 74 - 70

PHOTON
Top speed: 45 km/h

  Tested: NA
Photon 40,750* 48V 1.5kW - 111 - 50

KABIRDASS MOTOR CO. www.kabirdass.com

K100 LA
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: NA
K100 LA 27,257* 48V 250W - NA NA 60

K101 LA
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: NA
K101 LA 27,500* 48V 250W - NA NA 60

K103 LA
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: NA
K103 LA 32,500* 48V 250W - NA  NA 75

LOHIA AUTO www.lohiaauto.com

FAME
Top speed: 25 km/h

  Tested: Aug 11
Fame 28,999 48V 250W 1270 70  NA 60

GENIUS
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
Genius 29,999 48V 250W 1230 89  NA 60

OMA STAR
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: Aug 11
Oma Star 31,499 48V 250W 1230 89  NA 60

OMA STAR DX
Top speed: 25 km/h  

  Tested: NA
Oma Star DX 36,500 48V 250W 1230 89  NA 60
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-STORMER D-DRY®

dventure and boundless spaces: what the D-Stormer was designed for. With incredible 
rsatility, this jacket can be used in extreme heat just as in intense cold: the modular 

onstruction that allows you to remove the thermal lining and waterproof and breathable 
embrane D-Dry®, are combined with an innovative ventilation system, which provides a 

modular control of airflow on the back, combined with ample ventilation on the chest and 
a ms.

#dainese
#dainesecrew

BACK

CHEST

LEG
VENTILATION SYSTEM

D-Store Bangalore
Tusker PAM Pvt Ltd
Shop 123A, 1st floor
Orion Mall Brigade Gateway | Bangalore 560 055 
Tel. +91 80 2218 7676 | sales@dainesedstore.in

Dainese / AGV India



MOTO GP INSPIRED

K-3 SV: THE NEW-GENERATION HELMET FOR EVERY 
GENERATION, FROM YOUNG RACE ENTHUSIASTS TO 
EXPERIENCED RIDERS LOOKING FOR COMFORT AND 
PERFORMANCE.

SAFETY AND COMFORT
The K-3 SV has been designed using Finite Elements Method 
(FEM) analysis, which makes it possible to perform crash test 
and helmet strength simulations. The high-impact-resistant 
thermoplastic resin (HIR-TH) outer shell is offered in 2 sizes, 
while the expanded polystyrene (EPS) inner shell, which deploys 
four different densities of foam in a multi-zone configuration, 
comes in 4 sizes.

INCREASED CPERIPHERICAL VISION
Side vision is greater than on traditional
GT helmets thanks to the specially- shaped bottom profile of the 
aperture, greatly enhancing active safety.

performance we set out to achieve while keeping size and 
weight to a minimum. As a result, the whole helmet is lighter 
and more compact despite offering substantially improved 
protection, ergonomics and comfort. What’s more, it’s also 
much less prone to buffeting from side winds.

SIZE COUNTS MAXIMUM PROTECTION WITH MINIMUM 
BULK
In line with our AGV Extreme Standards, the helmet’s 
structural elements have been designed to obtain the high 
performance we set out to achieve while keeping size and 
weight to a minimum. As a result, the whole helmet is 
lighter and more compact despite offering substantially 
improved protection, ergonomics and comfort. 
What’s more, it’s also much less prone to buffeting from 
side winds.

VENTILATION AND AERODYNAMICS
In line with our AGV Extreme Standards, the helmet’s 
structural elements have been designed to obtain the high 

#AGVrider

+ COMFORT

+ AERODYNAMICS

+SAFETY

+ FIELD OF VISION

+ COMPACT

+ VENTILATION

D-Store Bangalore
Tusker PAM Pvt Ltd | Shop 123A, 1st floor | Orion Mall Brigade Gateway | Bangalore 560 055 
Tel. +91 80 2218 7676 | sales@dainesedstore.in      Dainese / AGV India



                      For more information or to book a test ride, contact your local Triumph dealer, visit triumphmotorcycles.in or 
email customer.care@triumphmotorcycles.in

Ahmedabad  
Westcoast Triumph
Ground Floor, Rudra Path 
Building, Sg Highway, 
Ahmedabad – 380005, 
Mob: +91 – 9925003695 
Landline: 079 – 40030606                      
wctriumph.sales@gmail.com

Chandigarh  
Krishna Automobiles
Ground Floor,Business Block, Elante 
Mall Industrial Area, Phase 1,  
Chandigarh – 160002,     
Landline: 0172 – 5005006 
Mob: +91 –9915942222                   
inder.randhawa@triumphkrishna.in

Delhi   
Delhi Triumph
Vasant Square Mall,  
Vasant Kunj,  
New Delhi – 110070
Mob: +91 – 9999921984 
Landline: 011 – 40000200
info@triumphdelhi.in

Bangalore   
Keerthi Triumph
Prestige Delta, #74,  
Residency Road,  
Bangalore – 560025                
Mob: +91 – 9535677228  
Landline: 080 – 45112345 
triumph@keerthi.co.in

Chennai   
Harbour City Triumph
No.30, Ethiraj Salai, Egmore,  
Chennai – 600008                 
Mob: +91 – 9710439439    
Landline: 044 – 28271776                    
sales@triumph-harbourcity.in

CYLINDER HERITAGE

Triumph’s pioneering twin 
that gives you muscle 

when you need it the most.

TWIN CHARACTER

Triumph’s unique twin delivers 
exceptional torque right from 
the o¢.

TWIN BALANCE 
SHAFTS

Triumph’s twin 
balance shafts ensure 

smooth delivery and 
long distance riding 

comfort.

BONNEVILLE
Horsepower:  60.7PS / 44.7kW @ 7500rpm 
Torque:    61.1Nm @ 5551rpm 
Engine size:   865cc

BONNEVILLE T100
Horsepower:  60.7PS / 44.7kW @ 7500rpm 
Torque:    61.1Nm @ 5551rpm 
Engine size:    865cc

THRUXTON
Horsepower:  60.7PS / 44.7kW @ 7500rpm 
Torque:    61.1Nm @ 5551rpm 
Engine size:    865cc

* P Fee , Stamp Duty and PDD collection Charges are additional.  
Scheme details for BONNEVILLE A3 in Delhi.  
For other cities, please check with the dealership.

#Price Ex-showroom Delhi. Ask for your specific town prices from Dealership. Price at the time of delivery 
will be applicable. Other flexible finance scheme options available from HDFC bank at Triumph Dealership.  



For the soul, the spirit and the style.

For the craftsmanship and the character.

For the legendary handling that only the  

real deal can deliver.

For the ride.

Hyderabad   
Rebel Motorcycles Triumph
Plot No.18, Road No.12, Banjara 
Hills, Hyderabad – 500034
Mob: +91 – 9701299688 
Landline: 040 – 23384444/5555
cre@rebelmotorcycles.in

Kochi  
Syamandynamic Triumph
30/1366 A1, Syama Business 
Center, NH Bypass, Vytilla, 
Kochi – 682019                               
Mob: +91 – 9645599922      
Landline: 0484 – 3952911  
triumph@syamadynamic.com

Mumbai   
Shaman Triumph
Ground Floor, Hubtown VIVA, 
Western Express Highway, 
Andheri (E),  
Mumbai – 400060               
Mob: +91 – 9619333033
triumph.sales@teamshaman.com

Pune   
B U Bhandari Triumph
A3, Abhimanshree Society, 
Pashan Road, Pune – 411008                       
Mob: +91 – 9822020209  
Landline: 020 – 66858545                            
triumph.info@bubhandari.com

Kolkata 
Mukesh Triumph
P S Maestro, 113 G, 
Matheshwartola Road, 
Kolkata – 700046               
Mob: +91 – 8420796666
9674442111
sm.triumph@karini.in

BIKE OF
THE YEAR 

Bike India and
Car India Awards,

Above 750 cc

PREMIUM 
BIKE OF

THE YEAR 
Motoring Awards 

2015

Call Toll Free: 1800 3000 00 51 www.facebook.com/O�cial Triumph@IndiaTriumph

The motorcycle specifications mentioned here are ARAI certified and may vary from country to country. The accessories shown here are not a part of the standard product. Triumph 
Motorcycles Limited reserves the right to make changes without prior notice. © 2014-15 Triumph Motorcycles Limited. All rights reserved.

 

 5.99 Lacs*#   60       9990
Ex showroom    Tenor     EMI
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