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the entrance to  
an Iftar dinner  
in Istanbul. 
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owns household name Mr Brown Coffee, as well 
as an award-winning orchid cultivation center and 
even a research institute for molecular biology. 

This quality of experience provides a 
foundation for whiskymaking. To make whisky, 
malted barley must be crushed to expose 
the sugar, like grinding coffee. Particle size 
maximizes the extraction of sugars from the 
malt, as in coffee beans. 

Also passed down is expertise in the intricacies 
of yeast culture. Specially cultivated yeasts 
turn the sugars from the malts into alcohol as 
well as small amounts of congeners during 
fermentation. It is the congeners which help 
to release the notes of mango, green apple and 
cherry—the three signature notes of the award-
winning whisky.

Mr Y T Lee says the absence of any 
roadmap for a “subtropical” whiskymaker 
meant his company’s path has been one of 
“trial and error.” Despite this, there seem to 
have been few wrong turns.

SIGNATURE CREAMINESS
KAVALAN TAKES its name from the old name 
for Yilan County, where the distillery is based, 
and chosen for its lush verdure, pure air, soft 
spring water, and sea and mountain breezes. 
These elements combine to lend Kavalan 
whisky its singular mouth-feel, described 
by Master Blender Ian Chang as “incredibly 
smooth, mellow and creamy.”

No other distillery has quite had the global 
impact of Kavalan. Because no other story has 
been so improbable. For the whisky world 10 
years ago, it was unthinkable that a Taiwanese 
whiskymaker could attain depths greater  
than whisky aged for decades. We’ve come  
a long way. 

FROM THE BRITISH ISLES, ve freshly-
burnished copper stills made by Forsyths are 
set to arrive next month by sea to an entirely 
different world. Sometimes brutal 37-degree 
temperatures, swaying palm trees, incessant 
cicadas and intense humidity: this is the 
subtropical location of one of the world’s  
best whiskymakers.

DEMAND OUTSTRIPS SUPPLY
FOR 12 MONTHS, Kavalan whisky’s production 
has been sorely stretched to the limit, the delayed 
effects of the Taiwanese company’s expansion to 
39 overseas markets. 

Orders from France, the UK, Belgium, Italy, 
Netherlands, Portugal, the US, Russia, South 
Africa and Australia had spiked when in 2015 
Kavalan’s blue-bottled Solist Vinho Barrique 
was of cially named the “Best Single Malt in 
the World” by the prestigious World Whiskies 
Awards (WWA). 

Another jump occurred this year in March, 
courtesy of the WWA naming Kavalan the 
“World’s Best Single Cask Single Malt,” for 
single malts drawn from one cask and not a 
blend of multiple barrels. Kavalan’s owner, Mr 
Y T Lee, needed to kick annual production into 
high gear, fast. 

SUBTROPICAL WHISKYMAKING
MR LEE’S DISTILLERY already bene ts 
from the sped-up maturation provided by the 
sweltering heat. At four years, it’s a fraction of 
the 10 years needed for the best Scotch. At the 
same time, every possible modi cation to reduce 
evaporation has been made.

On the warmer, upper oors of the maturation 
warehouse, the whisky is ripened in vast barrels 

of 500 liters. While on the lower, cooler oors, 
casks of 180 to 250 liters are used. In addition, 
stainless steel replaces wood in the washbacks 
preventing evaporation and bacterial growth in 
Taiwan’s humidity.

UNDER THE PUMP
ALL TEAMS at the distillery are primed for the 
arrival of next week’s mission-critical equipment. 
Together with three new mash tuns and 24 
washbacks, the total number of stills will increase 
to 20, and double Kavalan’s annual production 
to 10 million bottles. What follows next is an 
intricate construction job for Kavalan’s engineers. 
Multiple rounds of soldering, assembly and 
cleaning are compounded with the complexity 
that comes with large pieces of infrastructure and 
handling material as corrosive as copper. 

Next, the equipment will be put to the 
ultimate test by renowned Scottish whisky 
expert Jim Swan and UK-trained Kavalan 
Master Blender Ian Chang. Their approvals must 
be sealed before the pieces are deemed t to play 
a part in an elite battalion that in 10 years has 
amassed more than 180 gold medals. But while 
Kavalan itself is certainly young—established 
in 2006 rather than the 1800s—Mr Lee and his 
father, Mr T T Lee, are beverage veterans with 
30 years’ experience in beverages, coffee and 
biotechnology. 

WHISKY CREDENTIALS 
HE HEADS up one of the biggest bottled drinks 
conglomerates in Taiwan, King Car Group, which 

IN TAIWAN, WHISKYMAKER 
STEPS UP PRODUCTION
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BIG
SHOTS

TURKEY

Airport 
Insecurity
Istanbul—Two  
women flee from 
Atatürk airport on 
June 28. Three suicide 
bombers attacked the 
airport, killing at least 
44 people. Another 
238 people were 
wounded in the shoot-
ing and bombing, 
which Turkey blamed 
on Islamic State (ISIS) 
militants from Russia, 
Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. It was the 
latest in a series of at-
tacks in NATO mem-
ber Turkey, which is 
cooperating with U.S. 
forces in the clash 
against ISIS in Syria 
but is also a transit 
route for thousands 
of foreign combatants 
coming from Europe 
and elsewhere to fight 
in the conflict. Most 
of those killed were 
Turks, but the victims 
included citizens of 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq  
and China, among 
other places.

DEFNE KARADENIZ
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USA

ANDREW HARNIK

Old Girls’ 
Club

Cincinnati— 
Presumptive Dem-

ocratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton 
hugs Elizabeth 

Warren after they 
spoke together at a 

rally on June 27. These 
days, the two most 

high-profile women in 
politics look a lot like 
teammates. Not only 

has the Massachu-
setts senator proved 

effective at attacking 
Clinton’s presumed 

opponent, Donald 
Trump, but some say 

Warren, a darling of 
the left, could help 

sway holdouts for Ver-
mont Senator Bernie 
Sanders. Despite her 

past criticism of Clin-
ton, Warren seems 

to want the job. But 
some question wheth-
er the country is ready 

for a two-woman 
ticket—and whether 
Clinton is willing to 

take that risk.
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LEON NEAL

Foiled 
Again

London— 
Boris Johnson, the 

flamboyant former 
mayor of London 
who led the cam-

paign for Britain to 
leave the European 

Union, takes himself 
out of the running 

to be prime minister 
on June 30, saying 
he would not seek 

the leadership of the 
ruling Conservative 

Party. Johnson had 
been a favorite to suc-
ceed David Cameron 

but found his candi-
dacy collapsing when 

his ally in the Leave 
campaign, Michael 

Gove, said he would 
run for the job. Critics 
blame Johnson for not 
having a plan for after 

the vote, suggesting 
he never expected to 
win. Home Secretary 

Theresa May was 
seen as the front-run-

ner after Johnson’s 
announcement.
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KEVIN LAMARQUE

Sorry,  
Texas

Washington, D.C.—
People cheer in 

front of the Supreme 
Court on June 27. The 
justices struck down a 
Texas law that would 

have strictly regulated 
abortion providers, 
effectively limiting 

them to major cities. 
The decision was per-
haps the court’s most 

important abortion 
judgment in more 

than two decades. It’s 
now likely to resonate 

on the campaign 
trail, as other states 
have similarly tried 
to impose onerous 

regulations on clinics. 
After the decision, 

pro-choice support-
ers seemed relieved. 
Among them: Presi-
dent Barack Obama. 
“I am pleased to see 

the Supreme Court 
protect women’s 
rights and health 

today,” he tweeted.
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ON THE MORNING after the Brexit vote, a dazed 
Donald Tusk, president of the European Coun-
cil, a body consisting of the heads of government 
of the 28 countries in the European Union, was 
asked to react to the historic vote. Ironically, he 
quoted Friedrich Nietzsche, the 19th-century phi-
losopher whose work influenced the rise of Ger-
man militarism that led to two world wars—the 
conflagrations the EU was designed to prevent 
from happening again. “What doesn’t kill you,” 
Tusk proclaimed, “makes you stronger.”

We are going to see about that now, aren’t we? 
The European project has faced numerous set-
backs in the years since Jean Monnet, the father 
of unified Europe, started the six-country coal 
and steel common market in 1951 that eventu-
ally evolved into the supranational body that 
is today’s EU. But never has it faced anything 
quite like this. 

On multiple levels, Europe today appears to 
be a disaster. Most of its economies are seeing 
slow or no growth; unemployment rates in what 

Europeans call “the periphery”—Spain, Portu-
gal and Greece—are scandalously high; youth 
unemployment in Greece and Spain is more 
than 40 percent; and, in the eurozone overall, 
more than 10 percent of the working-age pop-
ulation is out of work. The European Central 
Bank is running a negative interest rate policy 
in a desperate effort to ward off a debilitating 
bout of deflation. And Europe’s immigration 
policy—arguably the major reason for the stun-
ning Brexit vote—remains calamitous. Just ask 
outgoing U.K. Prime Minister David Cameron. 
On June 29, at a farewell meeting with fellow 
heads of state in Brussels, he publicly blamed 
the Brexit outcome on the EU’s unwillingness 
to give him “an emergency brake” with which 
to control migration.

Having been jilted in a humiliating fashion, 
Cameron’s counterparts didn’t want to hear it 
and responded huffily. In a statement issued the 
next day, the European Council said, “Access 
to the single market requires acceptance of all 

CAN EUROPE SAVE ITSELF?
Brexit shows the European Union 
needs to reject ‘ever closer union’  
and become more democratic

BY  
BILL POWELL
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+
RAINED OUT: The 
week after Brits 

voted by 52 to 48 
percent to leave 

the European 
Union, thousands 

of people gath-
ered in London’s 

Trafalgar Square to 
protest the move.
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WAKE-UP CALL: 
British views on 
immigration have 
been colored by 
images of thou-
sands of refugees 
camped out at 
a site known as 
“The Jungle” near 
 Calais, France, 
hoping to reach 
the U.K.
+
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four freedoms,” a reference to the EU principle 
on the free movement of capital, labor, services 
and goods. “That,” said an EU diplomat, “was 
our response to Cameron.”

And that response—doubling down on a policy 
that led the fifth-largest economy in the world to 

say cheerio to the European project—spoke vol-
umes. Now more than at any time in its history, 
the EU’s leaders need to assess where they are, 
how they got there and, most important, what 
now needs to be done to salvage Europe. Continu-
ing policies jammed down the throats of citizens 
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who had no say in their formulation—like immi-
gration—should not be high on the list.

The urgency to change course in the EU is 
critical for a reason that gets lost in all the legit-
imate hand-wringing over its mistakes, and the 
very real possibility of further disintegration: 
The EU is very much worth saving. For all the 
problems Europe now confronts, the central 
aim of the union—Monnet’s big idea—has been 
achieved. Dalibor Rohac, a research fellow at 
the American Enterprise Institute, has been 
a frequent and smart critic of many EU pol-
icy missteps. But as he recently wrote, what is 
undeniable is that “for 70 years, Europe’s great 
powers have been at peace.” 

And that, after a century of war in Europe, 
was Monnet’s goal. Beyond that, as Rohac 
wrote, “by historical standards, the era of Euro-
pean integration is the closest that European 
nations have come to limited, constitutional, 
democratic government. For all of its ‘socialist’ 
excesses, the degree of economic openness in 
the EU is without precedent.’’

This is now all at risk. Even before the Brexit 
vote, anti-EU sentiment in France and the Neth-
erlands has been surging. Parties opposed to the 
EU in both countries have been electrified by 
the U.K. result and will now push for their own 
referendums. It is by no means cer-
tain they won’t get a vote. And if they 
exit—at this point an unlikely prospect, 
but who would have predicted Brexit 
three years ago?—then the European 
project will be over. The disintegration 
will likely not be contained. Populist 
anti-Brussels movements are gaining 
support in countries as diverse as Italy 
in the south and Hungary in the east 
(where this fall a referendum will take 
place on a proposal to reject EU fixed 
quotas for settling refugees—an almost 
sure winner in the current climate).

Britain leaving the EU is a moment 
of crisis for Europe, in part because 
of its own mythology. The language of the Euro-
pean project alone speaks to this: In what it 
called a “solemn declaration,” signed in 1983 in 
Stuttgart, Germany, the EU pledged to strive for 
“an ever closer union.” The European project 
should never end, the logic implies, and many 
EU leaders came to believe in the so-called 
bicycle analogy: that if the EU wasn’t constantly 
moving forward, it would tip over. As if on cue, 
as the Brexit vote approached, some European 
leaders insisted, as Spanish Foreign Minister 
José Manuel García-Margallo said, that “what-
ever happens, more Europe.”

But in the current, ornery continentwide 
environment, “more Europe” is exactly what 
is not needed. Fortunately for pro- Europeans, 
important people seem to get this. In a speech 
prior to the vote, European Council President 
Tusk, the former prime minister of Poland, 
acknowledged reality: “The specter of a 
breakup is haunting Europe,” he said, “and a 
vision of a [closer] federation doesn’t seem to 
be the best answer to it.” Wolfgang Schäuble, 
Angela Merkel’s finance minister and one of the 
most capable civil servants in Europe, said the 
EU could not return to “business as usual.”

Indeed, the likely answer to the question ‘What 
must the EU do to salvage itself?’ is: less. The 
vision of a United States of Europe—with Brus-
sels as Washington, overseeing a federal budget 
and defense policy and issuing regulations about 
pretty much everything, from the important 

(which new drugs get approved) to the prepos-
terous (the maximum size of containers in which 
olive oil can be sold)—is likely dead.

An irony lost in the post-Brexit hysteria is that 
doing less had, in fact, become part of the EU’s 
agenda. A Dutch diplomat, Frans Timmerman, 
had been empowered by European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker to slash the EU’s 
legendary red tape. And he has been making prog-
ress: Last year, he forced Eurocrats and members 
of the European Parliament to withdraw 80 pro-
posals from the EU’s “work program” for the year. 
In December, after six months of  negotiations, 

CONTINUING POLICIES 
JAMMED DOWN THE 
THROATS OF CITIZENS  
WHO HAD NO SAY IN THEIR 
FORMULATION—LIKE  
IMMIGRATION—SHOULD  
NOT BE HIGH ON THE LIST.
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Even before the Brexit vote, that was a heavy 
lift politically. Now it is all but unthinkable. Dutch 
Finance Minister Jeroen Dijsselbloem has admit-
ted as much, saying in a recent speech, “To me it 
is obvious: We need to strengthen what we have 
and finish it, not build more extensions to the 
European house while it is so unstable.” Unfin-
ished and less grandiose projects include codi-
fying a continentwide capital markets union as 
well as a banking union (even though the latter is 
viewed with great suspicion by the Germans, who 
already can’t believe they gave up their beloved 
deutsche mark for the euro).

Playing effective small ball while the anti-EU 
furies on the continent burn may well be the 
only realistic choice pro-Europeans have at the 
moment. But one big idea does have some merit 
and could be achievable: The EU desperately 
needs to enhance both its transparency and 
its accountability. It needs, in sum, to become 
more democratic.

Simon Hix, a political scientist at the London 
School of Economics, has written a book with 
detailed proposals on how this could be achieved. 
Among his recommendations: National political 
party leaders should nominate candidates for 

the presidency of the European Commission; 
those nominees should then lay out a platform 
as to what the EU’s agenda would be during their 
term; and they should hold televised debates 
before the European Parliament, whose mem-
bers would then cast votes for their preferred 
candidate. (As of now, none of this takes place: 
The commission president is appointed after 
closed-door horse trading among the most pow-
erful EU member countries.)

The whole process, says Hix, “would be more 
transparent. There would be a clearer connec-
tion between citizens, their governments and 
the commission.” At a time of its deepest crisis, 
the EU could do worse than try to connect more 
directly and openly with the people it is sup-
posed to serve. It won’t kill them, and it could 
make them stronger. 

the EU’s institutions formalized Timmerman’s 
“better regulation” agenda, which included 
things like a “regulatory scrutiny board” that 
will do cost-benefit analysis on any regulation or 
planned legislation in the European Parliament.

In the wake of Brexit, the EU needs to make sure 
Timmerman’s agenda doesn’t get bogged down 
in what he has called “Brussels logic,” in which 
“more Europe” has been defined as more regu-
lation and more legislation. Breaking this mind-
set and making decisions that enable European 
businesses to hire more workers should already 
have been the EU’s No. 1 priority—on June 17, 
Benoît Coeuré, a board member at the European 
Central Bank, said Europe risks creating a “lost 
generation” to unemployment. But after Brexit—
and with the brewing anti-EU revolts elsewhere 
on the continent—doing so might 
well affect the jobs that Eurocrats 
and EU parliamentarians care about 
most: their own.

The EU also needs to address 
its well-justified reputation as a 
“transfer union”—one that funnels 
massive amounts of money from 
wealthy northern countries to the 
basket cases in the south and the 
east. Between 2014 and 2020, the 
EU is planning to spend 350 bil-
lion euros to help narrow economic 
disparities between member states. That kind 
of spending inevitably breeds waste, and when 
stories emerge of a new 12-mile highway in Bul-
garia that cost 16 million euros per mile to build, 
the good citizens of Germany, France and the 
Netherlands tend to get a little steamed.

Deregulation and more efficient spending, 
alas, are only going to be of limited value in 
restoring the EU’s tattered reputation. A fun-
damental disconnect of the European project 
remains: In the eurozone, a common currency 
without a common federal budget has led to fis-
cal disasters and banking crises in such countries 
as Greece and Italy. Logic dictates that if there 
is to be a common currency among the 19 mem-
bers of the eurozone, there also needs to be a 
common budget—something that Italy’s finance 
minister, Carlo Padoan, has pushed for. 

 “THE SPECTER OF A BREAKUP  
IS HAUNTING EUROPE, AND  
A VISION OF A [CLOSER] FED-
ERATION DOESN’T SEEM TO  
BE THE BEST ANSWER TO IT.”
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TWO 

NUMBERS

Estimated 
number of 

ALLIGATORS 
in Florida

Number of  
fatal ALLIGATOR 

ATTACKS on 
people in Florida 

between 1948 and 
April 2016

MORE FLORIDIANS DIE FROM LIGHTNING STRIKES THAN GATOR ATTACKS

When an alligator killed 
Lane Graves, 2, in June 
by a lake at Florida’s Walt 
Disney World Resort in 
Orlando, many people 
wondered why Disney 
didn’t do more to prevent 
such an attack. Eyewit-
nesses said there were 
no signs warning about 
alligators at the Seven 
Seas Lagoon and nothing 
preventing people from 
approaching the water.

The apparent lack 
of precaution could 
be because alligators 
are almost everywhere 
in Florida, yet deadly 
attacks are rare. “There 
are millions of people 
living really in the same 
places where there are 

millions of alligators,” 
says Frank Mazzotti, 
an alligator expert and 
a University of Florida 
professor. “Alligators 
are not dangerous. They 
certainly have capability 
of inflicting harm on 
people, but under most 
circumstances that is 
simply something that’s 
not going to happen.”

The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) 
estimates there are 1.3 
million alligators in the 
state. Yet the agency says 
between 1948 and April 
2016 there were just 23 
unprovoked fatal alli-
gator attacks on people 
there. By comparison, in 

2014, 2,494 people died 
in car crashes in Florida. 
Even lightning strikes kill 
far more Floridians than 
gators do; 51 since 2006.

Despite Disney World’s 
250,000 daily visitors 
and on-site staff, police 
said such an incident had 
never happened there 
before. (There was a non-
fatal alligator attack on a 
child in 1986, according 
to reports from the time.) 
“Alligator attacks are a 
very rare occurrence in 
Florida,” the FWC said  
after investigating the 
Disney attack. Disney said 
it would be “installing 
signage and temporary 
barriers” at its beaches 
and looking into lon-

ger-term solutions. The 
new signage reads, “Dan-
ger! Alligators and snakes 
in area. Stay away from 
the water. Do not feed the 
wildlife.” The previous 
one apparently said, “No 
swimming.” 

Matt and Melissa 
Graves, Lane’s parents, 
may not find much con-
solation in knowing how 
unusual the attack was. 
They have established a 
foundation in the tod-
dler’s name to donate to 
various charities. “While 
there is no way to mend 
our hearts,” they said in 
a statement, “we can do 
good work in his honor.”

SOURCE: FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Don’t Mind the Alligators
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MAX KUTNER

 @maxkutner
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MAJD ATWAN, a 22-year-old Palestinian beau-
tician and activist, sits on the front steps of her 
family house in Bethlehem on May 24, enjoying 
her freedom. Less than a week earlier, she was 
behind bars after an Israeli military court sen-
tenced her to 45 days in prison and gave her a 
$749 fine. Her crime: posting comments on Face-
book about violence between Palestinians and 
Israelis, including one post in which she praised a 
recent bus bombing in Jerusalem. “They arrested 
me because they want to stop other Palestinians 
resisting the occupation,” says Atwan. “But it’s 
not working, it won’t stop us.”

Since the latest uptick in violence that began last 
October, the Israeli military and police have been 
increasingly monitoring social media posts by 
Palestinians and Palestinian citizens of Israel. Pal-
estinians say this monitoring and the arrests that 
follow violate their right to speak freely online. 
Israel says that reading Palestinian posts on social 
media is one of the only ways it can prevent lone-
wolf attacks. Israeli officials say the monitoring 
and arrests also enable security officers to identify 
those who are not themselves planning to commit 
acts of violence but whose posts glorify violence.

The Israeli military says its courts have charged 
60 people with incitement since the outbreak 
of violence. The Adalah Legal Center, an Arab- 
Israeli-run organization based in Haifa, Israel, 
says the number of arrested is closer to 400, 
including 150 Palestinians in the West Bank, and 

250 Arab citizens of Israel. The spate of violence 
has resulted in the deaths of 28 Israelis and two 
Americans. More than 200 Palestinians have 
also died, most killed by Israeli forces during 
attacks or demonstrations.

COPS AND BLOGGERS
Concerned that social media is fueling  
attacks, Israel is increasing online 
 monitoring—and angering Palestinians

BY  
KATE  
SHUTTLEWORTH 

 @K8Shuttleworth
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UNFRIENDED: 
Palestinians gather 
around a damaged 
car, which the 
Israeli military says 
was used to try to 
ram its security 
vehicles during a 
raid in the Qalandia 
refugee camp near 
Ramallah. 
+

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld says Israeli 
forces have arrested people who express an intent 
on social media to carry out attacks. Just months 
after the upturn in violence, Israel launched a mil-
itary task force as part of an existing internal secu-
rity unit to monitor Arab-Israeli and Palestinian 
social media activity. It created 5,000 fake Face-
book accounts using names in Arabic to monitor 
other accounts and extract information by follow-
ing the Facebook pages of suspects. “Following 
attacks, many assailants have stated that they 
were directly inspired by incitement on social 
media, which led them to carry out attacks,” says 
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Lerner, an Israeli mili-
tary spokesman. “It’s a challenge, we have to fig-
ure out the people who have intent beyond the 
words they post on Facebook.”

In Israel’s military courts, which have jurisdic-
tion over the West Bank, prosecutors do not need 
to prove actual violence occurred as a result of 
posts on social media. In civilian Israeli courts, 
however, the law holds that incitement is com-
mitted only when there’s proof that such speech 
could directly lead to violent acts. 

Israel’s Knesset recently accepted the first 
reading of a bill that seeks to lower the threshold 
of speech that constitutes incitement. Under the 
proposed law, no direct proof would be needed to 
show the person intended to carry out violence. 
The bill is expected to pass before the end of the 
year. Cases of incitement could result in a charge 
punishable by up to five years in prison.

Activists and rights groups say the Palestinian 
security forces that control parts of the West Bank 
are also arresting people who have criticized the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and Israel.

Kifah Quzmar, 27, was arrested on May 11 by 
PA security forces on charges of “disparaging 
authorities” after he posted on Facebook, “The 
Mukhabarat is rotten.” He was released on bail 
after his brother paid a bond of $7,000, but he 
could be sentenced to 90 days in prison. Pales-
tinian police arrested 30 people for insulting or 
disparaging a public official in 2015, compared 
with 10 in 2014.

“Control of social media is common in all coun-
tries around the world in order to stop crimes 
being committed, and in Palestine we have elec-
tronic control over everything that is posted,” says 
Adnan Dmeiri, a PA security forces spokesman. 

That attitude infuriates young Palestinians. 
“There is no democracy; there is no open- 
mindedness for youth saying what they want on 
Facebook,” says Quzmar. He and Atwan are part 
of a generation of Palestinians who have grown up 
since the Oslo Accord was signed in 1993. Those 
agreements were intended to lead to a deal end-

ing the conflict between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. The peacemaking failed, and the region 
erupted in violence in 2000. That conflict even-
tually petered out, but since then the region has 
remained volatile, and there have been periodic 
wars between militants in Gaza and Israel.

Atwan, like many of her peers, is obsessed 
with young Palestinians who have been killed 
by Israelis during what she considers acts of 
resistance. She has catalogued their deaths on 
her Facebook page. Last fall, that activity drew 
the attention of the social media monitors. 
“The Mukhabarat [Palestinian security forces] 
had been ferreting around the neighborhood, 
warning my father and others,” says Atwan. 
“They said I needed to calm down and stop crit-
icizing the Palestinian Authority and Israel.”

She was arrested by Israeli police at 2 a.m. on 
April 19. While she was being interrogated by 
police in Jerusalem, she says an Israeli officer 
slammed down 45 pages of paper with her Face-
book posts dating back to 2005. “The first post 
they objected to was a post about the two guys 
who started the third intifada—Dhiaa al-Talahme 
and Mohanned Halabi,” she says. 

Last October, Halabi, 19, stabbed to death two 
Israeli civilians who were on their way to pray 

at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Israeli police 
shot and killed him. That morning, he had 
sketched out his plans on Facebook, explaining 
he intended to avenge the death of his friend, 
al-Talahme, who had been shot dead in clashes 
with Israeli forces weeks earlier. 

Atwan says she will continue to use Facebook 
as she has before. “I had a hard time in prison,” 
she says. “[But] I will keep fighting, even if I get 
arrested 100 times.” 

Israeli police are still fighting too. On June 6, 
they arrested a 20-year-old Palestinian man and 
accused him of inciting terrorism online. His 
Facebook followers, whom he had encouraged to 
commit violence, totaled 270,000 people. 

 “THERE IS NO DEMOC-
RACY, THERE IS NO 
OPEN-MINDEDNESS 
FOR YOUTH SAYING 
WHAT THEY WANT  
ON FACEBOOK.”
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lack of response from a government that has been 
deadlocked for years. Like United States voters 
today, California’s were older and whiter than the 
population as a whole and responded to Wilson’s 
argument that the state’s budget woes required 
a get-tough approach to immigrants, whom he 
blamed for draining state resources. Proposition 
187, which local activists successfully placed on 
the ballot in May 1994, proposed blocking those 
immigrants from receiving public services, such 
as education and health care. It would become the 
animating force of the election that fall, winning 
handily in November, and friends and foes alike 
agree Wilson wouldn’t have won re-election that 
year had he not ridden that same political wave. 
But it marked the beginning of a downward spiral 
for Wilson’s party in California.     

Trump’s critics are now issuing the warning: 
Beware the California example. They note that 
since voters passed the Wilson-backed Propo-
sition 187, California has seen its politics swing 
from that of a legitimate national battleground, 
with Republicans regularly winning statewide 
office, to one where Democrats have won virtu-
ally every statewide seat since 1994. Supporters 
of 187, like Dan Stein, president of the Federa-
tion for American Immigration Reform, argue 
that California’s deepening hue of blue isn’t 
because of a backlash against the GOP but rather 
the result of a flood of low-income immigrants  
who are drawn to the Democratic Party’s prom-

THE TRUMP PREQUEL
Latinos weren’t the only voters  
California’s GOP lost with a hard 
line on immigration in the ’90s

BY  
EMILY CADEI

 @emilycadei 

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR Pete Wilson wasn’t 
backing down. After speaking at the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative Washington, D.C., 
think tank, on November 19, 1994, he was imme-
diately pressed to respond to charges of racism 
over a ballot initiative the state had passed days 
earlier to block public services for immigrants 
without documentation. Those kinds of sug-
gestions, the governor snapped, are “insulting 
to the people of California who voted for it who 
are neither racists nor immigrant bashers.” The 
Republican also used the occasion to double 
down on his immigration crusade, which had 
defined his race for re-election earlier that year. 
“I will do all that I can to advance the cause of 
ending illegal immigration.”

Twenty-two years later, another Republican 
is making “illegals” the centerpiece of his cam-
paign, a controversial gambit that Donald Trump 
hopes will win him the White House. But as Wil-
son and California’s Republicans discovered, it 
could lose them not just Latinos but a generation 
of voters for elections to come. 

“Trump’s anti-immigrant tactics are straight 
out of Pete Wilson’s playbook in 1994,” says Larry 
Sheingold, a longtime Democratic campaign 
consultant in California. In both cases, the elec-
torate is awash in major economic angst—Cal-
ifornia faced a paralyzing financial crisis in the 
early ’90s; now the entire country is struggling to 
recover from another—and enraged by a seeming 
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BORDER PATROL: 

California Governor 
Wilson, left, and 

Clifton Rogers, Los 
Angeles District 
director for the 

Immigration and 
Naturalization 

Service, view coun-
terfeit passports in 

September 1993.
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ise of handouts, upending California’s old par-
tisan balance. 

Critics of 187, as well as many historians, blame 
the shift on the fact that the state party turned 
off Latinos—then on the verge of a demographic 
explosion—by embracing the initiative. Never 
mind that the measure was promptly blocked in 
the courts and never implemented. The message 
that was delivered, says former head of the state 
Latino Legislative Caucus Richard Polanco, was 
that the GOP “is a party that is not about inclu-
sion, it is a party that is anti-immigrant.” 

Latinos are hearing the same thing in Trump’s 
aggressive rhetoric. According to one recent 
poll, 87 percent of registered Latino voters have 
an unfavorable view of the mogul, suggesting he 
won’t even match 2012 nominee Mitt Romney’s 
measly 27 percent of the Latino vote. But even 
if Republicans are prepared to write off Latinos, 
there’s another reason the California example 

should make them pretty nervous.
What a trio of professors found in 2006 is that 

Proposition 187 was indeed a significant factor in 
the state’s partisan shift. But it wasn’t 187 alone, 
and it wasn’t just Latinos who were affected. In 
their 2006 paper in the American Political Science 
Review, professors Shaun Bowler of the University 
of California at Riverside; Steven Nicholson, then 
of Georgia State University; and Gary Segura, 
then at the University of Washington (now an 
adviser to Hillary Clinton), concluded that Prop-
osition 187 and two successive GOP-backed bal-
lot initiatives—1996’s Proposition 209, which 
banned affirmative action at state institutions, 
and 1998’s Proposition 227 restricting bilingual 
education in public schools—changed the bal-
ance of California’s politics. Together, they sent 
Latino voters flocking back to the Democratic 
Party, after they’d cozied up to Republicans in 
the 1980s. Ronald Reagan, in particular, actively 

STREET FIGHT: 
Demonstrators hold 
up signs in January 
1996 to protest 
immigration policy 
in Huntington Park, 
California, as Gov-
ernor Wilson was 
speaking on over-
hauling the juvenile 
justice system.
+



PAGE ONE/IMMIGRATION

23NEWSWEEK 0 7/ 1 5 / 2 0 1 6

N
IC

K
 U

T/
A

P

courted Latinos during his White House bids, and 
the former  California governor won 45 percent of 
that vote in the state in his 1984 re-election. 

Unexpectedly, the research also found that 
many white voters moved toward the Demo-
crats, thanks to Propositions 187 and 227, though 
to a smaller degree than Latinos. Young whites 
under 30 were the most likely to turn against  the 
Republican Party.  “This stands in sharp contrast 
to the expectation that the GOP would benefit in 
the long run from raising the salience of issues 
like immigration and bilingual education,” the 
professors wrote. 

Why would California’s young white residents 
turn against the GOP over policies that most in 
their demographic group were then embracing? It 
has a lot to do with how they see themselves. No 
one likes being labeled a racist, and young people 
in particular tend to be more progressive on race 
than the generation that precedes them. So while 
research has found that white voters will respond 
to “dog whistle” politicking—where politicians 
use coded language that resonates with a certain 
group—most “reject blatantly racial appeals,” the 
professors concluded. The protest movements 
that sprung up in response to Proposition 187 and 
its successors may not have stopped the initia-
tives from passing, but they eventually colored 
the impressions most young people 
had of those proposals as anti-im-
migrant and anti-minority. That in 
turn led them to sour on the party 
that had supported them. 

Trump, meanwhile, is making 
comments that, in House Speaker 
Paul Ryan’s words, are the “text-
book definition of racist.” Wilson, 
by comparison, comes off as the 
epitome of subtlety. The Califor-
nia governor did get blowback for 
the infamous ad he ran late in the 
’94 campaign, featuring grainy, 
black-and-white footage of immigrants skitter-
ing across border crossings like rats. “They keep 
coming,” intones a male voice, ominous keyboard 
music pulsating in the background. But Wilson at 
least avoided the name-calling Trump is famous 
for. Far from labeling immigrants without docu-
mentation “rapists,” Wilson told NBC News in 
August 1994 that in California those immigrants 
“in many respects are themselves admirable peo-
ple, but people whom we cannot afford to con-
tinue to educate, to provide health care.”

With Americans drawn into the 2016 cir-
cus-cum-election like few other political events, 
Trump’s message is reaching a wide swath of the 
electorate, including many first-time voters and 

even those still too young to vote, who may not 
yet have strong partisan attachments. If Califor-
nia is any indicator, the GOP could be headed 
for serious trouble. And given the growing clout 
of millennials, who just this year overtook baby 
boomers as the country’s largest generation, these 
self-inflicted wounds would be deep. 

Of course, Trump may win in November. Wil-
son, after all, had been politically left for dead, 
trailing by 20 points in election polls in early 
1994. It was voter backlash against undocu-
mented immigration and support for Proposition 
187 that helped the incumbent governor pull off 
an epic comeback, surging to a 15-point win. And 
now Britain’s recent Brexit vote is just another 
reminder of the raw power that immigration pol-
itics and xenophobia can unleash. 

In the United States, pundits predict Demo-
crats’ edge with voting blocs like women, blacks 

and Latinos will give Clinton a decisive edge, but 
a recent New York Times analysis found that there 
are more white voters in the country than previ-
ous models had assumed, suggesting Trump has 
a (narrow) path to a majority. Recent polls have 
him trailing Clinton by anywhere from 5 to 10 
points, though it’s hard to measure voter senti-
ment this early in the general election. 

Win or lose, the Republican Party has firmly 
tied its fortunes to Trump in 2016. And as Fabian 
Nuñez, a young Los Angeles–based organizer in 
the ’90s who rose to become speaker of the Cal-
ifornia Assembly, warns, “If the experience in 
California teaches anything, it’s that while peo-
ple may forgive in politics, they don’t forget.” 

THE MESSAGE DELIVERED 
WAS THAT THE GOP “IS A 
PARTY THAT IS NOT ABOUT 
INCLUSION, IT IS A PARTY 
THAT IS ANTI-IMMIGRANT.”
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THE LAST        NAZI HUNTER

B Y  S T A V  Z I V 

Efraim Zuroff has spent four decades  
doggedly chasing Holocaust criminals,  

but when his pursuit led him to Lithuania, 
the fight got personal
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EFRAIM ZUROFF has accomplished much in his long 
career, but there’s one thing he’s particularly proud 
of: He’s the most hated Jew in Lithuania. 

His Lithuanian friend Ruta Vanagaite agrees: She 
called him a “mammoth,” a “boogeyman” and the 
“ruiner of reputations”—and that’s just in the intro-
duction to the book they co-authored. 

Last summer, in a journey that helped cement his 
notoriety, Zuroff set off across the Lithuanian coun-
tryside in a gray SUV with Vanagaite, an author best 
known for a book about women finding happiness 
after age 50. Their goal: to visit some of the nation’s 
more than 200 sites of mass murder during World 
War II. On the road, they talked and talked, record-
ing their conversations. The trip formed the basis of 
their 2016 book, Our People: Journey With an Enemy, 
an instant best-seller in Lithuania. It also ignited 
a rancorous debate among Lithuanians, who have 
long downplayed their country’s considerable role 
in the Holocaust. 

Zuroff, often called the last Nazi hunter, has 
spent nearly four decades chasing down suspects 
from Australia to Iceland, from 
Hungary to the United States. 
His methods are sometimes 
controversial, but his mission 
is righteous: bringing to justice 
every remaining perpetrator of 
one of the most heinous crimes 
in history. For Westerners, the 
tiny country of Lithuania might 
seem an odd place for him to dig 
in, but with most Nazis either 
dead or too frail to face trial, this 
Eastern European nation may be 
the Nazi hunter’s last stand. He 
considers Lithuania one of his 
most important fights because it 
hasn’t addressed its role in mass 
murder during the Holocaust—

its citizens killed almost all of the 250,000 Jews who 
lived there in 1941. “Not a single Lithuanian sat one 
day in jail in independent Lithuania” for collabo-
rating with the Nazis and participating in the Holo-
caust, Zuroff tells Newsweek. 

“I realize how difficult it could be for Lithuania to 
admit its complicity,” he told Vanagaite in Our Peo-
ple. “It took France 50 years to acknowledge its guilt. 
Germany had no choice. But for your sake and your 
children’s sake, the sooner you face this honestly, the 
sooner the healing process will start.”

“If it took France 50 years, it will take Lithuania 50 
years as well,” said Vanagaite. 

“No, it will take you 90 years,” replied Zuroff. 
“Because your crimes are greater, and your abil-
ity to deal with them is less. The French prepared 
the Jews to be sent somewhere, and they sent them 
away to be murdered. Here, the Jews were mur-
dered by your people….

“You know why everyone in Lithuania hates me? 
Because they know that I am right.”

THE THINKING MAN’S  
INDIANA JONES 

ZUROFF WANTS TO make it very clear that Nazi hunt-
ing isn’t as glamorous as it sounds. “A lot of times, 
people come up to me and say, ‘You have my dream 
job.... When I was a child, I wanted to be a Nazi 
hunter,’” he tells Newsweek, clearly amused by their 
ignorance. “You know—it’s not doing ambushes in 
the jungles of South America.” 

Nor does it resemble the popular ’70s book and 
subsequent film The Boys From Brazil, in which Lau-
rence Olivier spends much of his time chasing Dr. 
Josef Mengele, played by Gregory Peck, and unrav-
eling his evil plan to use 94 clones of Adolf Hitler 
to resurrect the Reich. The film doesn’t hold up 

particularly well, and not only 
because of its revenge fantasy 
ending that features Mengele 
being mauled to death by a pack 
of Dobermans. (In reality, the 
“Angel of Death” drowned while 
living under a pseudonym in 
South America.)

Zuroff says a Nazi hunter’s job 
these days is “one-third detec-
tive, one-third historian, one-
third political lobbyist,” with 
countless hours spent tracking 
down witnesses, poring over 
archives and convincing gov-
ernments to take action. Imag-
ine Indiana Jones and the Temple 
of Doom with the hero spending 

+
MUGSHOT: Zuroff helped drive 
Aleksandras Lileikis, above, from 
the U.S. back to Lithuania to face 
trial. Lileikis was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship in 1996. A

P
 (

2
);

 P
R

EV
IO

U
S

 S
P

R
E

A
D

: 
G

IL
 C

O
H

E
N

 M
A

G
E

N
/R

E
U

T
E

R
S



27NEWSWEEK 0 7/ 1 5 / 2 0 1 6

98 percent of the movie in his school’s library. 
Zuroff never set out to become an object of con-

tempt in Lithuania or the world’s last Nazi hunter. 
He grew up in the Brooklyn bor-
ough of New York—Brighton Beach 
and Flatbush—hoping to become 
the first Orthodox Jew to play in the 
NBA. Though he was named for his 
great uncle, Efraim Zar, who was 
murdered in Lithuania during the 
Holocaust, Zuroff ’s career as a Nazi 
hunter began only after he made aliyah, Jewish 
immigration to Israel, in 1970 and completed his 
Ph.D. in Holocaust history.

In the early 1980s, he worked in Israel for the U.S. 
Justice Department’s Office of Special Investigations, 
which was formed in 1979 to probe and prosecute war 
criminals. Since 1986, Zuroff has directed the Israel 
office of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a human 
rights organization that combats anti-Semitism and 

is named after the Holocaust survivor and legend-
ary Nazi hunter who died in 2005. Since he operates 
through a nongovernmental organization that has 

+
OCCUPIED: When Nazi Germany annexed the 
Klaipeda region of Lithuania, also known as 
Memel, in 1939, Hitler led a parade to view 
the latest addition to the Third Reich.

“   THE FRENCH PREPARED THE  
JEWS TO BE SENT SOMEWHERE. 
HERE, THE JEWS WERE  
MURDERED BY YOUR PEOPLE.”
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no power to prosecute, Zuroff is considered a “free-
lance Nazi hunter.”

Coming into the profession so late, Zuroff missed 
many of the big names Wiesenthal and others pur-
sued—Mengele, Adolf Eichmann and Karl Silber-
bauer, the Gestapo agent who led the arrest of Anne 
Frank and her family. “That I’m jealous about, defi-
nitely,” Zuroff says, sitting in his sunny Jerusalem 

office, surrounded by books and overstuffed files, 
with framed press clippings surrounding him and a 
miniature basketball hoop in one corner. This could 
be the work space of a genial but harried accountant, 
until you look closer and notice that one little drawer 
reads “Latvian War Criminals Master List, M-Z.” 

From this base, the loud but jovial Nazi hunter 
fields phone calls with tips on suspects through his 

Operation Last Chance initiative (financial rewards 
for information leading to the arrest or conviction of 
Nazi war criminals), follows up on promising leads 
and works with partners who can scour archival 
material in the languages he can’t handle. He went to 
Copenhagen last summer to submit an official police 
complaint about a Danish SS volunteer who remains 
alive and unpunished. Since the number of living 

perpetrators has dwindled in recent 
years, Zuroff increasingly spends time 
writing op-eds about Holocaust denial 
and anti-Semitism, speaking with the 
press when these topics are in the 
news and giving lectures at universi-
ties and conferences. 

“You have to start from the prem-
ise that it’s almost impossible to prosecute a Nazi 
these days,” he says, his large frame folded behind 
his desk and graying hair usually topped with a 
kippa. Many of Zuroff ’s critics think it’s time we 
stop prosecuting Nazi collaborators—most of them 
are dead or too old to stand trial, they say, and some 
argue it’s vindictive to dwell on events so far in the 
past. Zuroff scoffs at such talk. “First, the passage of 

“YOU HAVE TO START FROM THE 
PREMISE THAT IT’S ALMOST 

IMPOSSIBLE TO PROSECUTE A 
NAZI THESE DAYS.”

+
THE FEW:
Lithuanian-born 
Holocaust survivor 
Yitzhak Kagan visits 
the Chamber of the 
Holocaust Museum 
in Jerusalem.
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time in no way diminishes the guilt of the killers,” he 
says, launching into his oft-recited “Nazi Hunting 
101” spiel. “Old age should not protect people from 
punishment, people who committed such heinous 
crimes. We owe it to the victims—that’s three. Four is 
it sends a powerful message about the serious nature 
of these crimes, their importance. Five is it’s import-
ant in the fight against Holocaust denial and Holo-
caust distortion. Six, ‘superior orders’ has almost 
invariably been rejected as a defense, so in other 
words, individual criminal responsibility.” He insists 
that if the world doesn’t make it “abundantly clear” 
that all individuals who participate in genocide will 
face consequences, people will assume they can get 
away with mass murder.

Zuroff can’t give an exact tally of how many war 
criminals he’s brought to justice. There are those 
whose sordid past he merely exposed, some cases in 
which he helped push for an investigation and other 
instances in which he got suspects before a judge—but 
they somehow escaped conviction or punishment. 
Despite his job’s many frustrations, his résumé is for-
midable, and his name is known from Los Angeles to 
Vilnius, from Budapest to Sydney. 

Still, many people are critical of 
him and his work. “A piece about 
Zuroff? Well, he plays the media 
well, doesn’t he?” Christoph Dieck-
mann, an award-winning scholar and 
researcher at Germany’s Fritz Bauer 
Institute for History and the Impact 
of the Holocaust, says in an email 
when asked to comment on Zuroff ’s 
legacy. “The problem with Zuroff is 
that Zuroff is always about Zuroff,” he 
adds in a later phone interview, claim-
ing that he is “a one-man institute, 
ridiculously bad on research,” who 
oversimplifies the issues and “turns 
history into a James Bond movie.” 

Zuroff insists he isn’t on an ego trip 
and that his relentless drive to prose-
cute comes from a need to honor the 
victims, fight Holocaust distortion and 
educate new generations. “Countries 
understand that all they have to do is 
wait it out, ignore nudniks like me…and 
they’ll spare themselves the embar-
rassment, the expenses, the balagan 
[mess],” he says, his Brooklyn accent 
still unmistakable after more than 40 
years in Israel. “I try to tell them that if 

you don’t prosecute Nazis and allow them to get away 
with it, it’s a form of moral pollution.”

But “in the long run, the fight over the narrative is 
more important than the individual criminal.” 

And so, as the last remaining perpetrators die off, 
persuading an entire society to admit its ghastly role 
in the Holocaust is the last Nazi hunter’s latest—and 
most difficult—battle.

IT’S COMPLICATED 

THE UNITED STATES Holocaust Memorial Museum 
estimates that 90 percent of Lithuania’s Jews 
were murdered during the Holocaust, and some  
estimates go much higher. Regardless of which esti-
mate you use, the Jewish death rate there was one 
of the highest in all of Europe. And there’s a sicken-
ing twist to this already-gruesome tale: In countries 
like France and the Netherlands, Nazi collaboration 
typically meant identifying, gathering and prepar-
ing Jews to be deported to concentration camps, 
but collaborators in Lithuania also did much of 

+
DRIVEN OUT: When Lithuania ceded Klaipeda 

to Germany, thousands of Jews like this 
family fled. Here, German crowds gather to 

jeer as the refugees pack up a cart.FR
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the killing—usually by shooting their neighbors 
and watching their bodies collapse, one on top of 
another, into pits dug in the forest. 

Lithuania’s crimes against its own people during 
World War II seem irrefutable, but the country’s 
collective memory has been muddied by several 
factors. For one, there is its long history of foreign 
occupation, particularly by the Soviets, who took 
over twice—first in 1940, then again in 1944, when 
the Red Army pushed the occupying Nazis west-
ward. Lithuania did not declare independence from 
the Soviet Union until March 1990, after nearly half 
a century of Communist rule. Another is that, in line 
with much of the right-wing thinking all over Europe 
between the world wars, many Lithuanians associ-
ated Jews with Bolshevism—a strain of anti-Semi-
tism stoked by Nazi propaganda. Decades under the 
Soviets also led many Lithuanians to see themselves 
as “victims slash heroes,” as Vanagaite tells News-
week; the former for their suffering under the Sovi-
ets and the latter for eventually breaking free of the 
USSR and aiding in its demise. With that mindset, it’s 
hard for a nation to accept that its citizens could also 
have been perpetrators of genocide. Even those who 
participated in mass murder might be celebrated as 
national heroes for their anti-Soviet activities.

In his book Operation Last Chance: One Man’s Quest 
to Bring Nazi Criminals to Justice, Zuroff recalled a 
1991 dedication ceremony for a monument in Pane-
riai—a suburb of Vilnius where roughly 70,000 Jews 
were killed. Gediminas Vagnorius, then the prime 
minister of Lithuania, claimed the Holocaust lasted 
only three months and reduced the scope of Lithua-
nian participation, saying “a group of criminals can-

not outweigh the good name of a nation, nor can it 
rob it of its conscience and decency.” Perhaps those 
comments can be shrugged off as the growing pains 
of a newborn nation, but even today the Museum 
of Genocide Victims in Vilnius, Lithuania’s capital, 
focuses almost exclusively on Soviet crimes and 
resistance; its first and only exhibit on the Holocaust 
wasn’t added until 2011. 

Zuroff and Dovid Katz, a longtime ally of the Nazi 
hunter and founder of the web journal Defending 
History, claim that some in Lithuania are pushing 
what they call the “double genocide” theory, which 
equates Soviet crimes against Lithuanians to Nazi 
crimes against Jews. They accuse a state-appointed 
research group—the prodigiously named Interna-

tional Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes 
of the Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in Lith-
uania—of promoting the double genocide theory, 
even by putting both Soviet and Nazi crimes in its 
title. The commission’s executive director, Ronal-
das Racinskas, heatedly disputes that charge and 
says he “100 percent supported, supports and will 
support” Zuroff ’s primary goal of bringing Holo-
caust perpetrators to justice, though he calls Zuroff ’s 
aggressive methods “counterproductive.” 

Zuroff says Racinskas’s proclamation of sup-
port is “pure fabrication. I do not remember a sin-
gle statement or any effort by the commission to 
encourage or support the efforts of the Wiesenthal 
Center to help facilitate the prosecution of Lithua-
nian Nazi war criminals.”

No country has an impeccable record when it 
comes to prosecuting perpetrators of the Holocaust, 
but some have made commendable efforts. The U.S., 
after years of doing nothing, denaturalized dozens of 
Nazi collaborators. Germany, birthplace of the Holo-
caust, is still prosecuting death camp guards and 
foresees continuing such work for another decade.

Almost immediately after Lithuania declared 
independence, Zuroff started pushing the country to 
prosecute Holocaust criminals, appearing on televi-
sion and petitioning the government to pursue legal 
action. As Vanagaite put it in Our People, “[He] came 
to spoil the wedding.” Despite his persistence, only 
three people have been tried for Holocaust crimes 
in independent Lithuania—and the possibility of 
any more facing judgment seems remote. In 2001, 
Kazys Gimzauskas, a deputy in the Saugumas (the 
Lithuanian equivalent of the German Gestapo), 

became the first Nazi collaborator 
convicted in an independent former 
Soviet republic, but by then the court 
ruled him too ill to be incarcerated. 
In 2006, Algimantas Dailide, another 
member of the Saugumas, was con-
victed and sentenced to five years. 
However, a court in Vilnius ruled that 

he would not be imprisoned “because he is very old 
and does not pose danger to society.” 

Zuroff helped scare the third, Aleksandras Lileikis, 
a Saugumas commander, back to Lithuania from 
Norwood, Massachusetts, where he had been living 
for many years, working at a Lithuanian encyclope-
dia publishing company. Lileikis was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship in 1996 after the U.S. Department of 
Justice charged that he had “concealed his involve-
ment in the mass murder and other persecution of 
Jews and others” when applying for immigration. 
Lileikis was indicted by a Lithuanian court but died 
in September 2000 before his trial was over.

The Nazi hunter’s pursuit of Lileikis didn’t win him 
any Lithuanian friends. “That old person was already 

“AND THEN I HEAR A STRANGE 
SOUND. VERY STRANGE 

INDEED. I HEAR THE NAZI 
HUNTER CRYING.”
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half-dead,” says Vanagaite, who lived next door to 
Lileikis after he’d returned to Vilnius and remembers 
seeing him in his wheelchair. “I was upset like every-
body else. I said, ‘If he did something wrong, then he 
soon will be dead and go to hell.’” She remembers see-
ing Zuroff on TV, talking angrily about Lithuania, and 
recalls wondering what “this foreign, strong, big Jew” 
wanted from her country’s old people. Nearly two 
decades later, she says, she came to understand what 
Zuroff wanted and why it was so important that he get 
it. And then she became the Nazi hunter’s unlikely, 
and arguably most significant, ally in Lithuania.

FRENEMIES  
AND NEIGHBORS 

 “AS THEY SAY, the birds shouldn’t shit in their own 
nest.” 

Vanagaite, smiling behind a pair of cat’s-eye glasses, 
sips coffee as she calmly explains why some Lithua-
nians hate her for talking about their grisly crimes 
against Jews, as well as those likely committed by her 
own family. “So I am the bird—because my name is 

Vanagaite; vanagas is a hawk—who has been shitting 
in our own nest,” she continues. Then she adds sar-
donically, “But those people who were killers? They 
were not shitting. I am shitting [by writing] about it.”

Vanagaite, who was born in Lithuania, graduated 
from the Moscow Theater Institute and has worked 
as a theater, TV and event producer, as well as a 
journalist and political PR consultant. She published 
one book that dealt with elder care and another, a 
best-seller in her country, about women thriving as 
they age. Not long before she met Zuroff, Vanagaite 
organized a program called “Being a Jew,” which 
explored Jewish culture and traditions and culmi-
nated with 700 schoolchildren visiting the Lithua-
nian mass murder site in Paneriai. The project closed 
with a conference on Holocaust education. “I was 
told by all Lithuanian participants that by no means 
should I invite Dr. Zuroff, because they would refuse 
to come and sit in the same audience,” she says. “So 
then I got curious” and invited him anyway. 

Zuroff couldn’t make it that day, but the two met 
before the conference to film a video address. For 
decades, the Nazi hunter had been treated with open 
hostility in Lithuania, but suddenly here was a woman, 
small in stature but with an outsized personality, 
willing to admit to her family’s likely involvement in 
the Holocaust. (A case file in the Lithuanian Special 

+
MIXED HISTORY: Zuroff protests at an annual 
procession honoring the Latvian Waffen SS 
unit. Like its Baltic neighbor Lithuania, Lat-
via plays down its history of collaboration.
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Archives revealed that Vanagaite’s grandfather, who 
opposed the Soviet occupation of Lithuania in 1941 
and was deported to the gulag upon its return in 1944, 
had been part of a commission that compiled lists of 
Jews during the Nazi occupation. Her aunt’s husband, 
who used to send her letters, jeans and records from 
America, had been the chief of police in Panevezys 
and, Vanagaite therefore assumes, helped organize 
the killing of Jews. A “desk murderer,” she calls him in 
the book she wrote with Zuroff.) 

But it wasn’t until after the conference, when Vana-
gaite attended a smaller seminar for history teachers 
who might be selected to participate in training at Yad 
Vashem, that she gave more thought to Zuroff ’s ver-
sion of the story. She couldn’t stop questioning what 
she had learned from Soviet-era textbooks—the same 
narratives she says her children were taught years 
later that minimized or ignored Lithuanians’ role in 
the mass murder of Jews. She wanted to know more, 

and she was willing to work with the “boogeyman” to 
reach other Lithuanians.

A few months later and after several more con-
versations, Vanagaite and Zuroff set out in a car she 
dubbed “the Shoah-mobile” to do the research that 
would become Our People. They visited dozens of 
mass murder sites, local museums and towns related 
to their family histories. They asked locals to point 

them to old monuments and killing sites that were 
often untended and difficult to find—some still 
marked with Soviet-era plaques, a few unmarked—
and interviewed locals old enough to remember the 
war or at least share stories they’d heard from older 
relatives and neighbors. They snacked on granola 
bars and lox sandwiches, always on the lookout for 
kosher food—no easy task in a country now home to 
only about 5,000 Jews. 

“I know it will be very controversial,” Vanagaite 
said of the book, speaking before Our People was 
published. “I have lost already a couple of friends 
because…because they think I’m betraying my peo-
ple, betraying my country, and [they say] maybe 
Jews are paying for this [project].” Some members 
of her family are angry that she wrote about rela-
tives and have refused to read the book.

It may feel like “shock therapy,” she 
says, “but I think it’s a healing book.” 

Their journey clearly shocked even 
Zuroff, who says that as a Nazi hunter, 
“you have to make sure it’s never per-
sonal, because then you’ll get con-

sumed by the job, you’ll get destroyed.” For years, 
he was mostly successful in this regard, but the road 
trips with his Lithuanian co-author were “emotionally 
horrifying,” he says. “I felt for the first time...that the 
Shoah had taken over my life.”

When the pair arrived at Linkmenys, the shtetl 
where Zuroff ’s grandfather and great uncle once 
lived, he stood among patches of raspberries in the 

+
SHOCK THERAPY: Lithuanian writer Ruta Vanagaite 
wrote about her own family members’ role in collab-
orating with the Nazis. 

“[ZUROFF] TURNS HISTORY INTO  
A JAMES BOND MOVIE.” 
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clearing where Jews had been ordered to lie face-
down on the ground before Lithuanians showered 
them with bullets. As he did at each site they visited, 
he stopped to say kaddish, a prayer of mourning. “I 
do not know what to do, so I move away a bit and 
wait for him,” Vanagaite wrote of that moment. “And 
then I hear a strange sound. Very strange indeed. I 
hear the Nazi hunter crying.”

TRIAL BY 
HISTORY BOOK

ZUROFF AND Vanagaite launched their book the 
day before International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day in January, gathering the press inside Subma-
rine, a small sandwich shop in the center of Vilnius. 
According to Vanagaite’s research, the building was 
for a period the headquarters of the Lithuanian 
“special unit” that murdered Jews. 

Among those present at the press event was 
Tomas Sernas, a priest and former customs officer 
who was the sole survivor of a 1991 Soviet attack on 
the Medininkai border post that killed seven during 
the struggle for Lithuanian independence. For that, 
he is considered a national hero, so his support 
helped legitimize Our People.

For a couple of months after the book’s release, 
“it was the main discussion at the dinner table,” says 
Vanagaite, “[but] society is very split.” Many young 
people embraced Our People, while some older Lith-
uanians were deeply offended. Others old enough 
to have witnessed the atrocities were strangely 
comforted by the book’s revelations. “They realize 
that what happened in the village, what happened 
in the neighborhood, was not an 
exception,” says Vanagaite. “It didn’t 
happen just next door. It happened 
everywhere.” 

“Few books have ever been off to 
such an outrageous start in Lithua-
nia,” one blogger wrote in the days 
after its release. For five weeks, it was 
the top seller at a major Lithuanian bookstore chain 
and was in the top 10 as this story went to print. 
Zuroff and Vanagaite have signed with a Polish pub-
lisher and are working to secure deals to publish in 
English and other languages. 

The book bolstered Zuroff ’s vile reputation, and 
in some quarters, it made Vanagaite the country’s 
most despised daughter. She was giving an inter-
view to a TV crew at her home one day when they 
suddenly demanded to see her birth certificate to 
prove she was, in fact, Lithuanian (and not Jewish), 
she says. She’s also been told to “go back to Israel,” 
and she had to explain to a concerned taxi driver 
that she doesn’t carry a weapon to protect herself, 

despite the many vitriolic comments about her and 
the book on the internet. 

Some suggested the book was funded by Jews 
or the Kremlin. Others claimed it discredits the 
Lithuanian partisan movement and serves Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s propaganda machine 
as a spokesman for the Lithuanian State Security 
Department insinuated, Vanagaite says. Vanagaite 
was particularly incensed by critics who faulted the 
book for not including more positive elements of 
Lithuania’s actions during the war, like the Lithu-
anians who saved Jews. “I was so pissed off that I 
said, ‘OK, you know, this book is about the Holo-
caust, about the murder of the Jews. I’m very sorry 
that it’s so negative. I’m sorry the Jews didn’t smile 
when we were killing them.’”

BACK TO WORK 

 “IT WAS clear from the beginning that absolute justice 
and restitution could never possibly be achieved,” 
Zuroff wrote of Lithuania in his introduction to 
Our People. “In retrospect, I do not regret the path I 
chose, but I frankly underestimated the difficulties 
I would face.”

For Zuroff, the hunt for Nazis and the fight against 
Holocaust distortion are seemingly endless, but 
both are part of a mission he can’t imagine abandon-
ing. “I comfort myself that at least I did not betray 
the victims and violate their memory,” Zuroff wrote. 
“If the price for that is the enmity of local public 
opinion, so be it.”

As he continues to field calls, pursue leads and 
push governments to prosecute, Zuroff must also 

grapple with the ways in which his job is inevita-
bly changing. He feels there is still justice left to be 
served—for his great uncle, for the tens of thousands 
of Jewish victims in Lithuania, for the millions of 
Jews throughout Europe who perished during the 
Holocaust and for those who have become victims 
of subsequent genocides. 

With a burden so great, what would success look 
like? The world’s last Nazi hunter feels that he has 
to keep pushing for prosecutions and acknowledg-
ment, hoping that every small victory—like finding 
Vanagaite and publishing a best-seller in a country 
that had recoiled at his efforts for years—will bring 
the world a little closer to “never again.” 

“ I’M VERY SORRY [THE BOOK]  
IS SO NEGATIVE. I’M SORRY  
THE JEWS DIDN’T SMILE WHEN  
WE WERE KILLING THEM.”
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TURKEY’S PRESIDENT IS SHOWING THE 
WORLD HOW TO STOMP OUT FREE SPEECH 

                   BY ALEV SCOTT 
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of time before [Zaman editors] were banned from leaving the 
country or arrested on terrorist charges,” she says.

Forty-eight hours after the police raid, she packed up and 
caught a plane to Brussels, where she is now applying for res-
idency. “I’m unemployed. I don’t feel safe,” she says. “I don’t 
know when or if I’m going back to Turkey.” 

In the latest World Press Freedom Index, Turkey ranked 151 
out of 180 countries, and a recent article in Index on Censorship 
warned that the country faces the imminent “extinction” of its 
free press under Erdogan, who has been in power since 2002, 
serving three terms as prime minister before winning 52 per-
cent of the vote to become president in 2014. Turkey is now the 
country with the fifth most reporters in jail. 

The expanding crackdown on the media, a spate of deadly 
bomb attacks—most recently at Istanbul’s Atatürk airport—that 
have led to the biggest drop in hotel occupancy in Istanbul in 
a decade and Erdogan’s increasingly autocratic rhetoric and 
actions have worried Western observers and raised questions 
about whether NATO member Turkey will ever be fit to join 
the European Union. (After the June 28 attack on the airport 
that killed at least 44 people, Turkish authorities imposed a ban 
on publishing images of the bombing scene, and social media 
users complained of little or no access to Twitter and Facebook, 
a common situation after suicide attacks in Turkey.) 

Last November, the AKP won 49.5 percent of the vote in gen-
eral elections, though an observation mission organized by the 
Council of Europe described the process as “unfair” and char-
acterized by “violence and fear.” In late May, Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu was replaced without any official explana-
tion by former Minister for Transport Binali Yildirim, a whole-
hearted backer of Erdogan’s plans for a new constitution that 
critics fear would greatly expand his powers.

Since Erdogan’s presidency began, state prosecutors have 
launched 1,845 lawsuits against Turkish citizens, many of them 
journalists, for insulting the president of Turkey, which is pro-
hibited by Article 299 of the Turkish penal code. One of the 
most notorious cases was against doctor Rifat Çetin, who in 
2014 shared a photo meme on Facebook comparing Erdogan 
to Gollum from the Lord of the Rings films. In June, Çetin was 
handed a one-year suspended prison sentence for insulting the 
president and deprived of his parental custodial rights. 

Arrests and prosecutions of journalists are rising: the Index 
on Censorship’s recent Mapping Media Freedom project said 33 
journalists were prevented from reporting on events in Turkey in 
the first quarter of 2016. According to a press freedom report by 

evgi Akarçeşme made 
sure she arrived at work early on the day her Istanbul 
office was swarmed by riot police. “[President Recep 
Tayyip] Erdogan had made it clear he was going after 
us,” says the former editor of Today’s Zaman, an 
English-language newspaper that had been highly 
critical of Turkey’s president and his ruling Justice 
and Development Party (AKP). On March 3, some-
one who goes by the name “Fuat Avni,” an increas-
ingly unreliable whistleblower active on social media, 
had declared that a raid was imminent on the Zaman 
newspaper, owned by Feza Publications, which also 
owns Today’s Zaman and the Cihan News Agency. 
This time, Avni was right.

“That night, I couldn’t sleep. I knew it was a mat-
ter of hours,” recalls Akarçeşme. “So I went to the 
office before dawn—my colleagues were already 
there. We had breakfast together and started wait-
ing. The official court decision [to seize the media 
group] arrived at 3 p.m. We realized we had to push 
for an early print that day, no matter how incom-
plete, so we went to print with only eight pages.”

The front page of the last non-censored Today’s 
Zaman was black, with the headline in huge white 
letters: “Shameful Day for Free Press in Turkey.” As 
the news broke, readers of Today’s Zaman and its sis-
ter paper Zaman—at the time the most widely read 
paper in Turkey—gathered in the hundreds outside 
the group’s offices to protest.

“Around 10 p.m., we heard a brawl outside the 
building,” says Akarçeşme. “Police had cut the 
steel chains on the doors, which some staff had put 
up in protest.”

Some Zaman staff began live-tweeting the raid as 
police forced them from their offices and fired rubber 
bullets at protesters. Akarçeşme tried to film what 
was happening on Periscope, the live video-stream-
ing app, but a police officer grabbed her phone.

Akarçeşme knew right away that her job was in 
jeopardy under the trustees appointed by the gov-
ernment to oversee the seized media group, which 
was charged with unspecified “terrorist activities” 
by Judge Fevzi Keleş. “I figured that it was a matter O
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“THEY TOOK OUT  
A NEWS ITEM ABOUT  

ELTON JOHN  
BECAUSE HE’S GAY.”
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Turkey’s Journalists Association, 994 journalists lost their jobs in 
this period. Erol Önderoglu, the Turkey representative for press 
freedom watchdog Reporters Without Borders, was detained for 
10 days in June on charges of spreading terrorist propaganda. 

Celil Sagir, the ex-managing editor of Today’s Zaman, says 
he was summoned by the government-appointed trustees 
soon after the raid and told to avoid all mention of controver-
sial issues, ranging from the Kurds (who have been fighting a 
separatist insurgency against Turkey for decades) to anything 
related to gay rights. “They took out a news item about Elton 
John from that day’s issue because he’s gay,” Sagir says. Three 
weeks later, he was fired for “acting immorally” as editor. 

One of the few Today’s Zaman employees to keep his job 
after the raid spoke to Newsweek on condition of anonymity, 
 saying the police occupied the entire media building, including 

the bathrooms, and searched employees to check 
for personal laptops when they entered. “We can-
not print anything negative about Turkey,” he said 
before being fired in May. “The paper has been 
reduced to only eight pages. It is a joke.”

SINISTER SHADOW STATE
WHILE ZAMAN journalists draw sympathy from 
the West, many Turks opposed to the government 
struggle to conceal their schadenfreude at the 
paper’s misfortunes. Confused? That’s because 
Turkey’s media scene is murky.

Consider the case of Can Dündar, the editor of the 
popular leftist newspaper Cumhuriyet. On May 6, he 
narrowly survived an assassination attempt outside 
the courthouse where he was due to be sentenced to 
five years in jail for espionage. Dündar’s crime was 

+
“SHAMEFUL DAY FOR FREE PRESS”: Riot police stand guard 
at the offices of Zaman newspaper the day after taking 
control of the media group, which had been critical of the 
AKP government.
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to have published alleged footage of the Turkish 
government transporting arms to Islamist rebels in 
Syria. Last November, Dündar was jailed for three 
months, pending trial, in the political wing of the 
notorious, high-security “F-style” prison in Silivri. 
His request to be released was denied by Keleş, the 
same judge who ordered the Feza Publications take-
over, which suggests to many observers that there 
was a political agenda in both cases.

But Dündar and the Feza media group represent 
very different sides of Turkey’s media. Dündar feels 
little solidarity with the Zaman journalists. “They 
are not so innocent—they did terrible things,” he 
says, speaking in an Istanbul office between court 
appearances. “It is difficult to forgive them.”

At the root of this schism is Fethullah Gülen, a 
mysterious Islamic cleric with an expansive net-
work of business and media enterprises in Turkey, 
including the Feza media group. Gülen lives in the 
United States and is wanted in Turkey for leading an 
“armed terrorist group,” even though he enjoyed a 

close friendship with then–Prime Minister Erdogan in the early 
years of AKP rule. At that time, the editorial line of Zaman and 
its sister outlets was overwhelmingly positive toward Erdogan.

Although the relationship between Erdogan and Gülen was 
never entirely clear to the public, rumors of its souring began 
to emerge around three years ago. In December 2013, secretly 
recorded phone conversations allegedly involving Erdogan and 
several of his high-ranking ministers discussing bribes were 
dramatically revealed to the public in what appeared to be an 
orchestrated campaign. The anonymous social media accounts 
responsible were presumed to be those of Gülen followers in the 
intelligence services, foremost among them the mysterious Fuat 

+ 
DARK TIMES: Turkey’s government is under pressure 
on multiple fronts, with refugees pouring in from 
neighboring Syria, suicide attacks blamed on ISIS 
and a renewed insurgency and unrest by Kurds.

“WE WERE IN  
THE SAME PRISON. THE  

PROSECUTOR WHO  
ORDERED MY CELLPHONE 

TO BE TAPPED WAS  
IN THE SAME  

CORRIDOR AS ME.”
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Avni, who correctly predicted the Zaman raid.
While the state’s decision to raid Zaman was not fully 

explained at the time, a government official tells Newsweek the 
move was “part of an investigation into the company’s ties to 
Fethullah Gülen’s shadow state.”

Erdogan has accused Gülen of operating a “parallel state,” 
controlling lawyers, politicians and sections of the police, 
and has said the wiretaps were illegally conducted at Gülen’s 
behest as part of a campaign against him. 

“During Gülen’s legal crusade against his rivals, Zaman 
newspaper served as the organization’s mouthpiece to disgrace 
defendants in the public eye,” the government official says. 

The 2013 corruption scandal could have been the death of a 
less robust government, but the AKP responded with swift and 
furious force, temporarily shutting down YouTube and Twitter 
to limit circulation of the tapes, purging and arresting thousands 
of suspected Gülen sympathizers from the police and judiciary, 
and blocking all investigations into the alleged corruption. One 
of the judges who blocked an investigation was Keleş, who 
ordered the Zaman takeover and refused Dündar’s bail.

Dündar is acutely conscious of the irony of Zaman’s fate. As 
a former victim of its reporting—the paper had accused him 
of being part of a political conspiracy, before rallying to his 
defense last year—he says he enjoyed discovering members of 
the Gülen movement in his prison corridor. “I have no sympathy 
with them—but of course now they approach us because they 
are also victims,” he says. “We were in the same prison in Silivri. 
The prosecutor who ordered my cellphone to be tapped, Judge 
Süleyman Karaçöl, was in the same corridor as me. He was in 
the first cell, I was in the fifth—I saw his eyes through the grill.”

Another cell neighbor was a former Zaman journalist who 
had written an article lambasting Dündar for criticizing Erdo-
gan. “He had said to me [then], ‘You are a traitor, you must be 
careful what you write about Erdogan.’ It was a very harsh arti-
cle. And he was imprisoned with us too. My prison corridor was 
a summary of what we had been through.”

DON’T JOKE ABOUT SUPREME LEADER
ANDREW FINKEL, an American writer based in Istanbul for the 
past 20 years, was fired from Today’s Zaman in 2011 after submit-
ting a column that criticized his editors for failing to speak out 
about the prosecution of journalists. In response, he founded 
P24, a platform for independent journalism.

Speaking from New York, Finkel describes Turkey’s “pool” 
media, so-called because a group of AKP associates pooled their 

money to buy Turkuvaz Media Group, which owns 
several major outlets, such as the popular pro-govern-
ment dailies Sabah and Takvim, “sheer instruments 
of propaganda. They give very little value to their own 
integrity, to accuracy,” Finkel says of such outlets.

Berat Albayrak, Erdogan’s son-in-law and the 
minister for energy, is the CEO of Çalik Holding, 
which owns the Turkuvaz Media Group. Its papers 
regularly print stories asserting the role of “shad-
owy foreign powers” in Turkey’s domestic troubles 
and employ what Finkel calls “Photoshop reality,” 
in which photographs are manipulated to fit an offi-
cial narrative of news events.

Newspapers that are not under the control of the 
government or its allies face a variety of intimida-
tion tactics. While Gülen-affiliated news organi-
zations such as the Zaman newspapers have been 
muzzled, a more common means of exerting pres-
sure on critical Turkish media comes in the form of 
financial starvation: Critical newspapers will find 
advertising dropping as companies disassociate 
themselves from controversy. Editors then change 
their line accordingly, or risk going bust. In March, 
for example, the liberal news site Radikal shut 
down, two years after its paper edition folded due 
to lack of advertising revenue. 

Emre Deliveli is a Harvard-educated economist 
who has been fired from writing two columns in 
the space of four months. The first was his weekly 
column for the Hürriyet Daily News, an English ver-
sion of the popular Hürriyet paper owned by Dogan 
Holding. In 2009, this family-owned conglomerate 
was fined nearly $2.5 billion, officially for tax irreg-
ularities, although many think it was punished for 
critical coverage of the government.

CONVICTED AS A SPY: Cumhuriyet journalist Dündar 
narrowly escaped an assassination attempt outside 
the courthouse where he was due to be sentenced 
to five years in jail for a story he wrote.
+

“THEY ARE NOT SO  
INNOCENT—THEY DID 

TERRIBLE THINGS.  
IT IS DIFFICULT TO  

FORGIVE THEM.”
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Deliveli was fired from the Hürriyet Daily News 
last November, after submitting a column that 
questioned whether the national election a week 
earlier was rigged. Deliveli is convinced the Hür-
riyet editorial board decided to tone down critical 
content in the face of another four years of AKP 
power. “I am 100 percent sure—although I can 
never prove this—that if the AKP had got 40 per-
cent in the election, as polls were predicting, rather 
than 49.5 percent, I would still have my job.” 

Deliveli outlines, with an economist’s precision, 
the self-censorship that increased steadily during 
his seven years at the Hürriyet Daily News. “I started 
writing for the paper in November 2008. For the 
first couple of years, I got censored once, maybe 
twice. After the 2011 general election, I got cen-
sored twice a year or so. In 2014, after the municipal 
March elections [largely a victory for the AKP] and 
Erdogan’s election as president in August, I started 
getting censored about every three months.” He 
says it was clear where the orders to change his col-
umn’s content were coming from.

“My editors told me that the [presidential] palace 
would call up and tell them they were unhappy with 
what I was writing. For a while, they let me have 
some humor in the columns—I would say ‘Supreme 
Leader,’ for example, to refer to Erdogan. But [after 
August 2014], they started telling me, ‘Please, don’t 
say Supreme Leader.’ Any humor to do with the presi-
dent became a no-no.”

Asked to comment on Deliveli’s assertions, a gov-
ernment official says “editors publish what they con-
sider fit to print” and denies that the president’s office 
exerted undue pressure. “The relationship between 
the government and media [in Turkey] isn’t any dif-
ferent from how the White House communications 
operates. You make your case as strongly as you can, 
keep the dialogue going and pray for the best.”

Either way, Hürriyet’s criticism of the AKP gov-
ernment has become noticeably milder since 
November, and it has signed on several prominent 
columnists who used to work for notably partisan 
pro-government papers.

Dündar commiserates with papers like Hürriyet 
but says his paper, Cumhuriyet, has not bowed to 
government pressure because it is owned by the 
independent Cumhuriyet Foundation. This does 
not solve its financial problems, however. “Unfor-
tunately, we do not get advertising revenue, but 
we are trying to stay afloat with the support of our 
readers,” he says. “This paper is older than the 
republic, so we are strong. It’s not easy to close 
down Cumhuriyet.”

Cumhuriyet receives so many threats from the 
public that security guards are permanently sta-
tioned outside its Istanbul headquarters. The threats 
peaked in January 2015 when the paper reprinted a 

special edition of Charlie Hebdo, “in solidarity” after the satir-
ical Parisian weekly was attacked by Islamist militants earlier 
that month. The offices of Cumhuriyet were raided by Turkish 
police, and distribution of the Charlie Hebdo issues was halted 
until police determined that the papers had not included car-
toons of the Prophet Muhammad.

Turkey’s intimidation of the media can be very personal. 
Arzu Yildiz, who was convicted along with Dündar, has been 
deprived of parental rights over her two children after the 
court invoked a rarely used article in the Turkish penal code. 
Celil Sagir was deprived of his right to claim unemployment 
benefits and national health services when he was sacked by 
the trustees at Today’s Zaman. 

There is also violence. In October last year, Ahmet Hakan, a 
journalist for Hürriyet and CNN Türk, was followed to his home, 
beaten by four men and hospitalized with broken bones, just 
three weeks after the Hürriyet offices were attacked by armed 
men. The sole suspect taken into custody was released in April. 

Smear campaigns often target female journalists for foreign 
outlets, such as The Economist, The New York Times and the BBC. 
Amberin Zaman, a Turkish-Bangladeshi, New York-born jour-
nalist who worked for The Economist for more than 15 years, 
experienced what she called a “public lynching” on social media 
after reporting on the 2015 Charlie Hebdo attacks. In 2014, then–
Prime Minister Erdogan called her a “shameless woman” who 
should “know her place.” 

In 2014, Ceylan Yeginsu, a British-Turkish reporter for The New 
York Times, was forced to temporarily leave Turkey following a 
series of death threats, after she reported on recruitment in Turk-
ish suburbs by the Islamic State militant group (ISIS). Selin Girit, 
a Turkish reporter for the BBC, is often referred to as a British spy 
by pro-government journalists and Ankara’s AKP mayor, Melih 
Gökçek, who in June 2013 attempted to start a trending hashtag 
on Twitter that translated to “Don’t spy for Britain, Selin Girit.”

English-language websites have popped up to challenge or 
“correct” articles critical of Turkey in the Western media, most 
notably Fact-Checking Turkey, which also has an Arabic account, 
and the semi-satirical The Kebab and Camel, which regularly 
accuses critical Western journalists of bias. More bizarre are the 
claims of A9, a TV channel owned by Islamic cult leader Adnan 
Oktar, which recently produced a short video shaming American 
journalist David Lepeska, who was barred from entering Turkey 
in April after he wrote an article for The Guardian on government 
plans to gentrify Sur, a Kurdish district in the city of Diyarbakir. 
A9’s video, illustrated by photos of Lepeska in fancy dress taken 
from his Facebook page, accused him of promoting Darwinism 

ERDOGAN CALLED 
ONE JOURNALIST A 

“SHAMELESS WOMAN” 
WHO SHOULD  

“KNOW HER PLACE.”



41NEWSWEEK 0 7/ 1 5 / 2 0 1 6

and regarding “man-to-man sexual activity as normal,” along 
with “prejudiced writings about Turkey.”

Erdogan has even tried to extend his muzzle to journalists 
abroad. In April, the German Chancellor Angela Merkel agreed 
to a request from Turkey to prosecute comedian Jan Böhmer-
mann after he read an offensive poem about Erdogan on Ger-
man state TV. Merkel’s decision prompted accusations that 
she was bowing to political blackmail related to the controver-
sial immigration deal struck in March between Turkey and the 
European Union.

Under that deal, in return for stepping up border patrols and 

receiving deported refugees from Europe, Turkey 
has been promised 6 billion euros (via nongovern-
mental organizations) to aid with hosting nearly 3 
million refugees, renewed EU membership nego-
tiations and the right to visa-free travel in the 
so-called Schengen zone within the EU—though 
that clause looks increasingly imperiled, as Turkey 
is failing to fulfill the 72 criteria needed before this 
is granted. Press freedom is one of the areas the EU 
is concerned about.

For many citizens and observers of Turkey, the 
country’s future seems bleak. A few, however, have 
hope. Asked if Turkey can save itself, Dündar says, 
“Sure, of course. We are getting close to the end, I 
hope. The world has seen that it’s not possible to 
work with Erdogan anymore. Erdogan has become 
much more alone in his government. Really, he was 
poisoned by his power. He’s driving his car through 
a wall. But unfortunately, we are in the same car, 
which is scary.” 

+
TAKE THAT: A plainclothes police officer kicks a 
demonstrator as riot police try to disperse support-
ers of the Zaman media group. 

THE PAPERS  
EMPLOY “PHOTOSHOP 

REALITY,” IN WHICH 
PHOTOGRAPHS ARE 

MANIPULATED TO FIT AN 
OFFICIAL NARRATIVE  

OF NEWS EVENTS.
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JACINTA AUMA shuffles into her dim, mud-
walled house, sits down, kicks off her sandals and 
switches on a light and a small television—a lit-
tle miracle in this rural corner of western Kenya. 
An estimated two-thirds of sub-Saharan Africa’s 
population lack electricity, according to the Inter-
national Energy Agency. Many have long used 
kerosene generators, but they are unhealthy and 
environmentally destructive. Auma’s house is 
powered by an alternative source of energy: Every 
day, she lines up a solar panel outside her home. 

Until recently, solar power has been elusive for 
most here because of its high startup costs. But 
recent advancements have led to solar cells that 
are less expensive, sturdier and able to produce 
more wattage. Already, 14 percent of Kenyan 
households use solar as their primary lighting 
and charging source, according to a 2015 study 
by the global research consultancy InterMedia. 

Auma pays for her system through a lease-to-
own program run by M-Kopa Solar, a Canadian 

company. Customers make a small down pay-
ment and then make daily payments of pennies 
a day. Auma says it costs her less than kerosene 
used to; according to M-Kopa, each home in its 
program will save $750 over four years compared 
with using kerosene. 

M-Kopa has connected 50,000 homes in 
Uganda and 40,000 in Tanzania. Mobisol, a 
German-based company, says it has delivered 
electricity to over 45,000 households and busi-
nesses in East Africa, and Orb Energy, an Indian 
solar energy firm, has partnered with Kenya’s 
local Equity Bank to advance low-interest loans 
for those who want to buy solar equipment.

Reliable electricity can be life-changing. For 
the first time, Janet Nakhonwe has electricity 
throughout her home in Lumino, a village on the 
Ugandan border. “My children can now study 
well and complete their assignments on time,” 
she says. “Last term, they performed excellent in 
their exams.” 

SAVED BY THE SUN
In rural Kenya, solar panels are replacing  
kerosene generators, providing cleaner,  
cheaper and more reliable energy

BY  
TONNY ONYULO

  @TonnyOnyulo

+ 
LET THERE BE 
LIGHT: Erasmus 
Wambua enjoys 
the solar-powered 
light in his home 
in Ndela.  Blessed 
with copious 
sunshine, Kenya 
is rapidly increas-
ing its reliance on 
solar energy.
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ANIKA CRENSHAW planned on a vaginal birth 
for her second child, as she had done with her 
daughter a few years earlier. But soon after 
she arrived at the hospital in 1998, she began 
experiencing some light bleeding, and a nurse 
entered the room with a razor and a catheter 
and told Crenshaw she was about to undergo a 
cesarean section.

“It just happened so fast,” Crenshaw says. “It 
was very traumatic. No one explained anything 
to me about the procedure or the risks. It wasn’t 
an emergency, but they just threw some papers at 
me and said I had to sign them. When I woke up, 
I felt horrible. Physically unstable and emotion-
ally dead.” It got worse: Crenshaw contracted an 
infection, and recovery took months. 

Seven years later, when giving birth to her third 
child, she underwent another C-section, and 
again said she felt “duped.” When she became 
pregnant with her fourth in 2013, she decided to 
try a home birth to avoid the hospital. 

Crenshaw was one of the 60,000 women a 
year in the U.S. who experience near-fatal com-
plications during pregnancy and childbirth, and 
these women are the fortunate ones—about 
1,200 more die. Even more troubling is that 
despite tremendous advances in medicine in 
recent decades, maternal mortality rates in the 
U.S. have more than doubled over the past 25 
years. That trend puts the U.S. in the same cate-
gory as Afghanistan, Belize and South Sudan. In 

fact, the U.S. is the only developed country with 
rising mortality rates, according to the Univer-
sity of Washington’s Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation. Save the Children ranks the 
U.S. 61st in the world when it comes to maternal 
health—despite the fact that the U.S. spends 
more than every other country on Earth on 
health care and more on childbirth-related care 
than any other area of hospitalization.

The shameful secret is that even when con-
trolling for age, socioeconomic status and edu-
cation, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) reports that African-American 
women, like Crenshaw, face a nearly four times 
higher risk of death from pregnancy complica-
tions than white women. In parts of the U.S. with 
high concentrations of women of color who live 
in poverty, such as Mississippi, maternal death 
rates can surpass those of sub-Saharan Africa. 

There are plenty of reasons why. One is sim-
ple: Women of color as a demographic have 
poorer health than white women and are there-
fore more likely to have high-risk pregnancies. 
While the incidences of hemorrhage, infection 
and pre-eclampsia—which have long been the 
leading causes of maternal death—are drop-
ping, the proportion of maternal deaths from 
cardiovascular diseases and cardiomyopathy are 
climbing, now representing over one-quarter 
of pregnancy-related deaths, according to the 
CDC. And, says Dr. Michael Lu, the associate 

DEATH AFTER BIRTH
The racist policies behind the  
embarrassingly high maternal  
mortality rates in the U.S.

BY  
REBECCA GRANT

 @bekahgrant
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AT RISK: African- 
American women 
face a nearly four 
times higher risk 

of death from 
pregnancy compli-

cations, a situation 
linked to poverty, 

a higher incidence 
of existing health 
problems and dis-

crimination.
+

administrator for maternal and child health at 
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, more and more women are entering 
pregnancy with chronic conditions, like hyper-
tension, diabetes and obesity, that dispropor-
tionately affect poor and minority populations. 
For example, one study out of University of 
California, Davis, revealed that peo-
ple with a lower socioeconomic sta-
tus face a 50 percent greater risk of 
developing heart disease than other 
study participants.

Another factor is the marked in- 
equalities across racial and socioeco-
nomic lines when it comes to access-
ing family planning services. Women 
who have children too close together 
face increased risk of complications, and re- 
search from the University of California, San 
Francisco, found that minority and low-income 
women face greater barriers to contraception, 
which contributes to higher rates of unintended, 
and thus higher-risk, pregnancies. 

Moreover, women with unplanned pregnan-

cies are more likely to delay prenatal care, and 
the CDC estimates that women who receive no 
prenatal care are three to four times more likely 
to die of pregnancy-related complications than 
women who do, and women with high-risk preg-
nancies are five times more likely to die if they do 
not receive prenatal care. Again, there are clear 

demographic demarcations. “African-Ameri-
can and Latina women are about 2.5 times more 
likely to get delayed prenatal care than a white 
woman,” says Rachel Ward, a senior director of 
research at Amnesty International, who co-au-
thored a report titled “Deadly Delivery: The 
Maternal Health Care Crisis in the USA.”

Low-income women, women 
of color and immigrant women 
are more likely to be uninsured. 
Medicaid finances nearly half of 
all births in the U.S., but access-
ing quality prenatal care on 
Medicaid can be prohibitively 
difficult. “If you are eligible for 
Medicaid, there are still delays in 
bureaucracy and hurdles to get-
ting access,” says Ward. “Women 
who receive Medicaid have said 
that there are only so many doc-
tors willing to accept them as 
patients. It takes time to find a 
doctor, and the longer you leave 
it in pregnancy, the less likely it 
is that a doctor will take you on.”

Logistical problems create chal-
lenges as well. A 2013 survey from 
the Kaiser Family Foundation 
found that poor women are typi-
cally unable to get time off work, 
arrange transportation to clinics 
and find someone to watch their 
kids. Inflexible appointment hours 
and an absence of information in 
languages other than English cre-
ate further obstacles.

Perhaps most distressing, racial 
and socio-economic factors also 
have a disproportionate effect on 
the quality of care mothers receive

 “THEY JUST THREW SOME 
PAPERS AT ME AND SAID  
I HAD TO SIGN THEM.”
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“women with racial and socioeconomic advan-
tages use them to avoid medically unnecessary 
cesarean deliveries.” 

“What’s really behind a lot of it is racism,” 
says Jennie Joseph, a midwife who founded 
Commonsense Childbirth, a birth center in 
central Florida. And inequalities in treatment 
lead to alarming inequalities in outcomes. Evi-
dence from the CDC revealed that 46 percent 
of maternal deaths among African-American 
women were potentially preventable, com-
pared with 33 percent of such deaths among 
white women. And among women diagnosed 
with pregnancy-induced hypertension, African- 
American and Latina women were, respectively, 
9.9 and 7.9 times more likely to die than white 
women with the same complications. 

There are measures that states, hospitals and 
care providers can adopt to directly close gaps in 
mortality and deliver better care. Last year, the 
Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health, a 
national coalition of more than 20 organizations 
that do childbirth-related work, launched an ini-
tiative to prevent maternal deaths over the next 
four years by disseminating “safety bundles” 
to institutions with birth facilities. The packets 
include resources for dealing with severe hyper-
tension and obstetric hemorrhage, as well as a 
framework for reducing unnecessary cesarean 

deliveries. During a pilot program with the safety 
bundles in California, the maternal mortality 
rate per 100,000 live births decreased from 16.9 
to 6.2 over the course of six years. “Many of these 
maternal deaths and severe morbidities are pre-
ventable,” Lu says. “The safety bundles go after 
lower-hanging fruit.” The goal, he says, is simply 
to help obstetrics catch up to the best science.

However, greater standardization stands to 
improve only half the equation. The fact remains 
that the women who face the highest risk of com-
plications are those most likely to receive low-
er-quality care, leading many women of color, 
including Crenshaw, to the conclusion that the 
best opportunities for equality exist outside of the 
mainstream health care system. 

during childbirth. A report titled “Discrimi-
nation and Racial Disparities in Health” from 
the Harvard School of Public Health found 
that bias, prejudice and stereotyping by health 
care providers contribute to delivering low-
er-quality care—affecting how mothers are 
treated during childbirth and the outcomes. 
“Assumptions are made about you when you 
walk through the door, based on how you 
walk, how you dress, whether you sound edu-
cated or not,” says Chanel Porchia-Albert, 
founder and executive director of the Brooklyn- 
based Ancient Song Doula Services. “That 
affects the level of support you get.”

Variations in the way patients are treated can 
have deadly consequences. Perhaps the most 
salient manifestation of this is the incidence of 
cesarean deliveries. The World Health Organi-
zation considers the “ideal rate” for cesarean 
sections to be between 10 and 15 percent. In the 
U.S. today, one in three women who give birth 
has a cesarean delivery. But it hasn’t always 
been that way; the rate of cesarean deliveries 
increased rapidly in the U.S. between 1996 and 
2011, leading the American College of Obste-
tricians and Gynecologists to publish a paper in 
2014 stating that cesarean deliveries are over-
used and often unwarranted. 

In many cases, as in Crenshaw’s, a C-section 
is not presented as a choice, nor are women 
adequately informed about the risks. The 2013 
Listening to Mothers survey from the National 
Partnership for Women and Families revealed 
that almost two-thirds of mothers undergoing 
their first cesarean indicated the doctor was the 
decision-maker. Many respondents said they felt 
pressure from a health professional to have an 
intervention—and measures, such as inducing 
labor, can lead to a “cascade of intervention” 
that results in a cesarean.

Certain demographics are more vulnerable to 
these kinds of pressures than others. Research 
at the University of Arizona has found that 
minority women, women with low socioeco-
nomic status and women with less education 
generally have less power with their care pro-
viders. As a result, they are more likely to have 
unwarranted cesarean deliveries. Conversely, 

THE U.S. IS THE ONLY  
DEVELOPED COUNTRY IN  
THE WORLD WITH RISING 
MORTALITY RATES.



47NEWSWEEK 0 7/ 1 5 / 2 0 1 6

T
Y

R
O

N
E

 S
IU

/R
E

U
T

E
R

S

BY  
ERIC SMILLIE 

 @ericsmillie

IT’S THE NEAR future. A 
self-driving car is zipping its 
passengers down a country road 
when, out of nowhere, a handful 
of pedestrians stroll into its way. 
Either the car plows through 
them or it swerves into a tree, 
killing those riding inside. What 
would you rather it do?

If you’re like the people 
surveyed for a recent study, “The 
Social Dilemma of Autonomous 
Vehicles,” in the journal Science, 
you’d probably like the car to 
spare the pedestrians—unless 
you happened to be riding 
inside. This urge for self-preser-
vation creates a social dilemma 
that could delay the adoption 
of the emerging technology 
and, the authors of the study 
wrote, perhaps needlessly doom 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to preventable traffic deaths. 
“Most people want to live in a 
world where cars will minimize 
casualties,” said co-author Iyad 

liked the idea of other motor-
ists owning cars that would 
sacrifice passengers to protect 
pedestrians. But they were less 
likely to want to own such a car 
themselves or to support the 
government enforcing this kind 
of sacrifice. Overall, the respon-
dents were nearly three times 
less likely to buy a car designed 
to let the occupants die to spare 
pedestrians than one with no 
such programming.

Proponents of driverless 
 vehicles argue that the tech-
nology will save many lives if 
widely adopted. Crashes killed 
nearly 33,000 people in the 
United States and 1.25 million 
worldwide in 2013, and human 
error caused almost all of them. 
Cars that move by algorithm can 
communicate directly with one 
another and don’t fall asleep, get 
distracted by text messages or 
drink too much. 

If the technology turns out to 
be as safe as advertised, the risk 
of dying behind the wheel will 
almost certainly drop. But some 
collisions will happen, and 
some people will still die. The 
question is: Who?

Nobody wants to be the one 
to plough into a tree to save the 
walkers. “This is a challenge 
that should be on the minds of 
carmakers and regulators alike,” 
the authors wrote, adding that 
hangups about regulation “may 
paradoxically increase casualties 
by postponing the adoption of a 
safer technology.” 

Rahwan, an associate professor 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, in a statement. “But 
everybody wants their own car to 
protect them at all costs.”

The researchers first polled 
1,928 internet users about how 
moral they rated an autono-
mous car’s response to various 
hypothetical crashes. A pattern 
became clear: The higher the 
number of pedestrians that 
would be spared, the more par-
ticipants felt it was ethical for the 
car to sacrifice a passenger—even 
when they imagined that person 
was a family member.

But when participants were 
then asked whether the govern-
ment should require driverless 
cars to minimize pedestrian 
deaths at the expense of passen-
gers, and if they would buy a car 
programmed to do so, people 
liked the idea of autonomous 
cars that would kill one pedes-
trian to save 10 others. They also 

TEACHING DRIVERLESS  
CARS WHOM TO KILL
WHEN THE WORST HAPPENS, SHOULD 
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES MINIMIZE DEATHS 
OR PROTECT PASSENGERS AT ALL COSTS?

+
KITT’S RULES:  

Car companies 
and tech firms are 
racing to develop 

the technology for 
self-driving cars, but 

society has yet to 
reach a consensus 

 on how to program 
the vehicles to  

deal with moral 
dilemmas.
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then, inching closer to the window, says, “Look, 
there’s a place that’s very safe down the street.… 
Let me take you there, please. Please.”

It’s creepy, but this isn’t the worst that the 
2.5 million men and women who annually visit 
Planned Parenthood hear, as I see in the next 
scene, in which I’ve stepped into Christina’s 
shoes. On the sidewalk in front of an unidentified 
women’s health center, men and women close 
in on me, unleashing a stream of accusations 
and curses—to the left, a man calls me a wicked 
woman, then a tearful woman asks how I can 
demand my rights if I’m not willing to protect 
those of a child. The worst is a young man who 
says, “Just walk in here with a smile, right? Right 
into a murder clinic.… God’s going to destroy you 
in a pit of fire, and you won’t be smiling then.” 
Before I can escape, he calls me a “wicked Jezebel 
feminist” who “shouldn’t have been a whore…
sleeping with every guy at the club.”

He spits his words with a ferocity that causes 
me—the real me—to sit straight back in my chair, 
tense as if ready to run or fight. He doesn’t know 
anything about me, or Christina, or, apparently, 
the services performed at Planned Parenthood. 
Abortions accounted for a mere 3 percent of the 
nearly 11 million total services its clinics pro-

PRO–VIRTUAL LIFE
Planned Parenthood is  
hoping that VR can get the  
world to understand just how  
bad it has gotten for patients  
seeking help at its clinics

BY  
STEPHANIE CASTILLO 

 @stephcastillo

WHEN PLANNED PARENTHOOD first invited 
me to see its virtual reality film Across the Line, I 
thought the focus would be on the many hurdles 
women face seeking reproductive health care in 
Mexico. The line in the title could have been the 
U.S.-Mexico border—Mexico has some of the 
strictest abortion laws in the world. 

But when I don the goggles, I instead find 
myself inside a clinic in the United States. Off to 
one side—the view is 360 degrees—is Dr. Rae-
gan McDonald-Mosley, chief medical officer of 
the Planned Parenthood Federation of Amer-
ica, comforting a visibly shaken patient named 
Christina who, it seems, has just walked through 
an anti-abortion protest outside. These are real 
women, not actors, re-enacting the experience 
of verbal harassment the organization’s employ-
ees and patients routinely endure on the way to a 
clinic’s front door. 

Next, we’re in the backseat of a car as Christi-
na’s friend tries to find the entrance to the center. 
The driver slows as she sees lines of protesters, 
many with detailed pleas on cardboard signs—
the only word I can make out is rape, which is fol-
lowed by a question mark. When Christina cracks 
her window to ask for directions to the health care 
clinic, a man tells her it’s an abortion clinic and 
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RUNNING THE 
GANTLET: A still 

from Planned Par-
enthood’s virtual 

reality film, Across 
the Line, shows the 

harassment wom-
en often face when 
seeking reproduc-

tive health care.
+

vided in 2013. Planned Parenthood offers STD 
testing and treatments; cancer screening and 
prevention services, like Pap tests and HPV vac-
cinations; and prenatal care. For many women, 
especially in low-income populations, these cen-
ters are the only source of family planning ser-
vices and education.

Regardless of what is and isn’t available at 
Planned Parenthood, this is just not how to act 
toward people, McDonald-Mosley says, and her 
organization made the film—and chose to make it 
in virtual reality—to help people see what it’s like 
to be treated that way. “Imagine how you would 
be if you were in a vulnerable situation just going 
to see your health care provider,” she says. 

Artists have played on an audience’s emo-
tions to change its perspective forever, but 
the medium, immersive virtual reality, is new. 
We’re still learning how VR can shape our emo-
tions, but early research suggests that it’s a 
more powerful storytelling tool than any we’ve 
had before for inspiring empathy and reshaping 
how we relate to others and ourselves.

Until recently, VR has almost exclusively 

been associated with video games. Some 
research suggests that the technology makes 
violent video games damagingly realistic, and 
the intense death and violence increases a play-
er’s risk of becoming anti-social, aggressive and 
less empathetic. But a 2015 study on nonviolent 
video games found that being immersed in a 
virtual world is not unlike diving into a great 
story—players are transported to other times 
and spaces feel as if they’re going on a real jour-
ney, making it easier to relate to the protago-
nist’s fate. The more players engaged with the 
narration in  nonviolent games, the more mean-

 “GOD’S GOING TO  
DESTROY YOU IN  
A PIT OF FIRE AND  
YOU WON’T BE  
SMILING THEN.”
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effect than traditional and 3-D movies. 
In 2014, a pilot study found that, when com-

pared with a regular computer screen, VR allows 
for an unprecedented sense of immersion and 
arousal in response to certain images. A virtual 
spider looks much more real than a photo, and 
a viewer’s response tends to be more realistic as 
well. That’s a bet other filmmakers are making 
with hopes of increasing empathy for life in a ref-
ugee camp and life with autism.

VR is so new that there are not yet any strong 
studies that look at its long-term effects. Bailen-
son does have a short-term measure to assess 
VR’s effect on users on their way out of the lab: 
After scenarios designed to increase sympathy 
for environmental protection, he will knock over 
a glass of water and take note of how many paper 
towels participants use to clean up the spill. But 
once users are out in the real world, it’s anyone’s 
guess how well they sustain what they’ve learned 
through their avatars.

 Molly Eagan, Across the Line’s producer, says 
that VR will help Planned Parenthood get view-
ers to experience, in a very concrete way, how 
bad it’s gotten for patients and providers at their 
clinics. In 2015, a first-of-its-kind survey from 

the Feminist Majority Foundation revealed 
that since 2010, the percentage of clinics fac-
ing harassment increased from 27 to 52 percent. 
Confrontational posters with things like “Killers 
among us” on them have also proliferated. And 
last November, Robert Lewis Dear opened fire 
on Planned Parenthood’s Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, clinic, killing a police officer and two civil-
ians, and injuring nine others.

“What I’m hoping people do when they see 
this film is realize this is not how we want to treat 
people in this society, especially more marginal-
ized members,” McDonald-Mosley says, noting 
that one in three women in America will have 
an abortion, and those women are more likely 
to be women of color and low- income. “People 
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.” 
In VR and in real life. 

ingful choices and relationships they made. 
This suggests that in the right context, immer-
sive VR can positively affect a person’s theory of 
mind—the cognitive ability to take on different 
perspectives and assess other people’s emo-
tions, beliefs, hopes and intentions. Research-
ers are excited about VR’s potential as a tool to 
help treat clinical disorders, such as autism and 
schizophrenia, which are thought to be con-
nected to a lack of empathy.

Jeremy Bailenson, founder of Stanford Uni-
versity’s Virtual Human Interaction Lab, sees 
virtual environments as psychological states in 
which individuals can perceive themselves in 
new ways. Along with perfecting the technol-
ogy, he wants to get a greater handle on its psy-
chological effects. His is the first lab to study the 
effects of VR over the long term, 
with approximately 1,000 people 
participating in a wide range of 
scenarios that deal with prejudice, 
bullying and other social ills. At his 
lab, researchers create and manip-
ulate VR representations of users in 
an attempt to fool their brains into 
changing their behaviors.

In one experiment, research-
ers altered college students’ ava-
tars to look like their 65-year-old 
future selves and found those stu-
dents were willing to put away twice as much 
money in savings than those whose avatars were 
unchanged. Bailenson told PBS NewsHour the 
visceral experience of seeing yourself older as 
opposed to just thinking how one day that will 
be true creates a “deep connection to your future 
self.” If VR can build that kind of connection in 
other cases, it could be a powerful tool.

Technically, social psychologists have been 
creating virtual environments for decades 
using hard scenery, props and real people. This 
work can be laborious, and it’s limited by real-
world constraints and ethical considerations 
for actors. Today, computers have cleared away 
many of these obstacles. “Digital object models 
need only be created once,” according to one of 
Bailenson’s studies. But this technology is more 
than convenient—it has a stronger emotional 

A VIRTUAL SPIDER LOOKS 
MUCH MORE REAL THAN  
A PHOTO, AND A VIEWER’S  
RESPONSE TENDS TO BE  
MORE REALISTIC AS WELL.
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+ 
WHO’S BAD? The 
Badwater Ultra, a 
135-mile footrace 
through Death 
Valley, Califor-
nia, pits runners 
against the worst 
nature has to offer, 
with temperatures 
often rising above 
120 degrees. 
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APPLE SPORTS BOOKS LGBT MOROCCO WINE

WHEN, OR IF, the Summer Olympics commence 
in Rio de Janeiro in August, a worldwide audi-
ence will be reminded that the Olympic motto is 
“Citius, altius, fortius,” Latin for “Faster, higher, 
stronger.” There is no longius (“longer”) in the 
Olympic charter, but someday there may be. 
Events involving endurance have become an 
indelible part of the summer sports landscape, 
particularly in the United States.

Marathons? Bah! Longer. Much longer. On June 
25, Andrew Miller, a 20-year-old sophomore at 
Northern Arizona University, won the Western 
States 100-Mile Endurance Run in Northern Cal-
ifornia. Two days earlier, Pierre Bischoff of Ger-
many, after pedaling coast to coast (3,069 miles), 
cruised across the finish line in Annapolis, Mary-
land, to win the 35th annual Race Across America. 

Coming later this summer is the now-iconic 
Badwater Ultra, a 135-mile footrace through 

Death Valley, California, where surface tem-
peratures often rise above 120 degrees. In August 
comes the legendary Leadville Trail 100, a foot- 
race that takes place almost entirely above 10,000 
feet in Colorado and where fewer than half the 
altitude-addled runners who start the race finish 
within the 30-hour time limit.

For those athletes seeking less adventure yet 
more mental masochism, there is the Sri Chin-
moy Self-Transcendence 3100 Mile Race. This 
mind- and leg-numbing spectacle of stamina 
happens in Queens, New York, around a half-
mile course for 18 hours per day, each day, from 
June 19 to August 9. As Lloyd Braun once told 
Queens native George Costanza on Seinfeld: 
“Serenity now, insanity later.”

There’s more: You may not think of no-limit 
Texas Hold ’em as an endurance sport, but begin-
ning July 9 more than 6,000 participants will 

SPECTACLE OF STAMINA
Forget marathons. Brutal long- 
distance races have become  
an indelible part of American  
summer sports
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JOHN WALTERS

 @jdubs88
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 convene in Las Vegas for the World Series of Poker 
Main Event, playing upward of 12 hours daily until 
the field is winnowed down to a final table of nine. 
That should take at least one week, or as many 
as 500 hands for the lucky few who retain their 
chips. It is only the Main Event that ESPN deigns 
to televise annually.

Ultras are nothing new in the U.S.—Madison 
Square Garden used to hold six-day bicycle 
races as early as the 1890s where, as The New 
York Times explained, “participants ‘go queer’ 
in their heads, and strain their powers until their 
faces become hideous with the tortures that rack 
them.” In the past four decades, however, ultras 
have blossomed. That time period coincides 
with the running boom of the early ’70s, but 
experts say the growing popularity of extreme 
racing—as opposed to mere jogging—perhaps 
speaks to a void in our everyday lives where dan-
ger, or at least physical risk, once resided. “This 
year, there was a 37 percent increase in applica-
tions from the year prior,” says Craig Thornley, 
race director of the Western States, the grand-
daddy of 100-milers. “We had 3,500 people 
vying for just 270 spots.”

The race, which winds mostly through back-
country trails in the Sierra Nevada range not far 
from where the Donner Party met their demise, 
is certainly demanding. But now almost midway 
through its fifth decade, it has become a lot like 
Harvard: The hardest part is getting in. 

It was not always that way.

 ‘TAKING A CHANCE WITH MY LIFE’
“I’ve never been a great runner,” says Gordon 
Ainsleigh, the Neil Armstrong of 100-mile endur-
ance runs. “The only reason we have the Western 
States is because I didn’t have a horse.”

In 1955, Wendell Robie, a prominent lumber-
man from Auburn, California, rode the Western 
States Trail from Tahoe City to his hometown 
on horseback, proving, as the Western States 
website says, “horses could still cover 100 miles 
in one day.” Sixteen years later, Ainsleigh, at 
the age of 24, first took part in what had become 
an annual ride and revealed his ignorance. “I 
rode bareback and without stirrups,” he says. “A 
friend advised me to drink milk and honey for 

energy, and I vomited for 6 miles straight.”
Against the expectations of his fellow riders, 

Ainsleigh completed the 100-mile ride on his 
horse, Rebel, though both man and beast would 
spend the next 10 days largely incapacitated. 
Three years later, in 1974, Ainsleigh showed up for 
the ride sans steed. He decided to traverse the 100 
miles on foot instead. “I slept in my friends’ horse 
trailer,” Ainsleigh recalls. “I thought my girlfriend 
would drive me to the start, but she told me that 
she’d be going to the jalopy races instead. You 
know, it was a good lesson on women.”

Ainsleigh had run one cross-country race in 
college at the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, but quit midway through because “I was 
so far behind the last guy in the pack.” Now he 
was trying to become the first known man to run 
100 miles without being chased by either man 

or beast. “About halfway through, I came upon a 
horse that was in bad shape in a river,” Ainsleigh 
recalls. “A rider called me over to help him pull the 
horse into the shallows. I looked at the horse, at its 
eyes rolling up in its head [the horse would later 
die]. As I headed up the canyon, I realized for the 
first time that I was taking a chance with my life.”

Later, in a moment of extreme self-doubt, his 
body spent and depleted of salt, Ainsleigh felt 
there was no way he could make it 16 miles to 
the next aid station. “I thought to myself, Can 
I do it? No way. What can I do? I can at least 
take one more step.” Ainsleigh persevered, and 
because it was 1974, a friend arrived about 20 
miles later wearing no shirt and plaid polyester 
bell-bottoms to pace him for a bit. 

Shortly before 5 a.m. the following day, Ains-
leigh became the first horseless man to complete 
the Western States trail ride, finishing in 23 hours 
and 41 minutes. An endurance sport was born. 
He has since completed the race 21 more times. 
“For most of us, it’s just about enduring,” says 
Thornley, who has run Western States a number 
of times. “It’s about pushing through the darkest 
moments. Once you do a 100-miler, it translates 
to many things you do in life.”

 “A FRIEND ADVISED  
ME TO DRINK MILK  
AND HONEY FOR ENERGY, 
AND I VOMITED FOR  
6 MILES STRAIGHT.”
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DEDICATION:  
Support crews 
for ultra mara-

thons have it easy 
compared with 

those in the cycle 
races, who have 

been known to 
sew steaks into 

a rider’s pants 
to provide more 

cushion.
+



56NEWSWEEK 0 7/ 1 5 / 2 0 1 6

DOWNTIME/SPORTS

 ‘A LOT OF MANGLED ASSHOLES’
So too does the Race Across America. Since 
1982, when four cyclists climbed atop their 
bikes at the Santa Monica Pier and pedaled east 
to the Empire State Building, the race has taken 
place each June and is a testament to endurance 
and sleep deprivation. Riders either compete 
solo, the fastest finishing in eight or nine days, 
or in teams of up to eight members. There are 
no stages—riders sleep at their own discretion, 
averaging one to two hours per night—and there 
are no weather stoppages unless law enforce-
ment closes down roadways.

“They’re extremists,” says the race’s media 
director, Jeric Wilhelmsen. “A lot of them seem 
very humble, but it’s an ego thing. They’re out to 
prove that they can do what no one else can do.”

Running 100 miles is arduous enough. 
Cycling 30 times that distance welcomes hard-
ships few can even imagine. “Saddle sores are 
a big problem,” says Wilhelmsen. “I’ve seen 
support crews sew steaks into a rider’s pants to 
provide more cushion.”

But even 8-ounce filets are often ill-suited 
to combat the effects of 200 hours on a bike in 
10 days. “I’ve seen, well, a lot of mangled ass-
holes,” Wilhelmsen says. “In how many sports 
do you have support team members literally 
wiping the butt of their riders?”

There is a little-used aphorism that serves 
as a rebuttal to extreme endurance events and 
their acolytes, and it goes like this: “No pain, no 
pain.” But as our daily lives become more plush 
and pampered (McDonald’s now delivers in 
New York City), many of us yearn to stimulate 
our survival instinct, lest it fall dormant. Game 
of Thrones cannot be our only existential release 
from a life of monotonous comfort.

“Endurance sports are consistent with a coun-
terculture motif,” says Yale lecturer Angela Glea-
son, who teaches a seminar on sports history. 
“They have an appeal for athletes who don’t nec-
essarily gravitate toward team sports. In team 
sports, the question is, Will we win? In endurance 
sports, the question becomes, Can I do this?”

Besides, endurance events favor, as any reader 
of fables well knows, the tortoise over the hare. At 
the most recent Western States, 26-year-old Jim 

 “AS I HEADED UP THE  
CANYON, I REALIZED  
FOR THE FIRST TIME  
THAT I WAS TAKING A 
CHANCE WITH MY LIFE.”

Walmsley was not only in the lead after 90 miles 
but was on pace to set a course record. “He was 
really hammering,” says Thornley. “I can’t really 
relate to how fast he was running.”

Then, at mile 91, Walmsley took a wrong turn. 
He went more than a mile in the wrong direc-
tion before realizing his error and backtracking. 
“We spotted Jim on Highway 49 heading back 
to the course,” says Thornley. “He just looked 
like a lost dog.”

Walmsley, 9 miles shy of a course record, fin-
ished 20th. Meanwhile, Andrew Miller, 20, who 
has never competed on a high school or college 
cross-country or track squad—and who has never 
even run a marathon—crossed the finish line in 15 
hours and 39 minutes; he is the youngest winner 

in the history of the world’s oldest, most presti-
gious 100-miler. “If it was a mile-long race, hon-
estly, I would not be in the top 10,” says Miller, 
who credits long hikes in the woods with his fam-
ily while growing up in Oregon for his success. “I 
just kept telling myself that it’s another run, and 
I’ve learned that you can’t put limits on yourself.” 
At an early age, Miller has already discovered 
that the distance, the hours and the mode of 
transport are all secondary. Leave citius, altius 
and fortius to the greatest athletes. Endurance 
events are a microcosm of a greater, more inclu-
sive crucible: the human race. 

+ 
SURVIVAL OF THE 
FITTEST: “In en-
durace sports, the 
question becomes, 
Can I do this?” 
says Yale lecturer 
Angela Gleason. 
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BY  
WINSTON ROSS

 @winston_ross

I LIKE APPLE STUFF, and I like 
watches, so I bought one of the 
first Apple Watches. Then I lost 
it, accused a college student of 
stealing it and bought another 
one. Then I found the first one 
in my garden shed and gave it to 
my girlfriend, so we could send 
heartbeats and doodles to each 
other. Then we broke up. 

I don’t know anyone else 
with an Apple Watch, so I don’t 
send heartbeats and doodles 
anymore. I’ve had the Apple 
Watch for a year now, and it’s 
time to take stock. Here’s how it 
changed my life:

I pull out my phone less. I still 
pull it out 146 times a day, but 
there are a few moments when 
it’s blissfully convenient to not 
have to do that: when I’m on a 
boring date and I want to sur-
reptitiously glance at my phone; 
when I’m on a motorcycle at 
a stoplight and I want to see if 
anyone’s emailed me; when I’m 
in a scary neighborhood and 
I want to check my Instagram 
likes without worrying about my 
phone getting snatched. 

I could see what time it is in dif-
ferent parts of the world. I could 
check my calendar, but I tend to 
have two appointments a week 
and already have them stored in 
my head. I could read The New 
York Times, if by “read The New 
York Times” you mean check out 
a few headlines. I could see what 
temperature it is in my house, but 
I can’t change that temperature 
with the watch. I could look at 
tweets, which is cool for about 20 
seconds. The only apps I’ve used 
more than once are the Starbucks 
app to pay for coffee and the one 
for flashing a boarding pass at the 
airport...but if the app glitches 
I’m standing there with 100 angry 
travelers behind me. 

Which brings me to the final 
way in which the Apple Watch 
changed my life: I’m constantly 
embarrassed to be wearing it. 
It’s not quite as embarrassing 
as Google Glass, but when I’m 
around someone who doesn’t 
love me, I hide my arm under 
the table whenever my watch 
buzzes. It’s embarrassing—I 
purchased a thing nobody else 
purchased that merely stops me 
from pulling out my phone a few 
extra times per day. 

Why don’t I just sell it? you 
ask. Because I’m addicted to 
being one step closer to know-
ing the exact moment someone 
texts or emails or Facebooks or 
Snapchats me. I can’t let it go. 
What I can do is warn the rest 
of the world. Don’t buy one of 
these things. It will ruin your 
perfectly good life.  

Every few weeks, I remember I 
can skip to the next song playing on 
my phone using my watch. Some-
times that’s pretty handy. 

And that’s it, really. Those are 
the only ways the Apple Watch 
changed my life. Now I’m going 
to tell you why it’s a waste of 
money, which might explain why 
sales are flagging.

Maps and Siri are worthless. 
I ask Siri for directions to my 
house and watch the spinning 
wheel for 15 seconds before Siri 
says she thinks I need directions, 
but she does not understand that 
I need directions home, which 
means I have to answer another 
prompt and watch the wheel spin 
and then get directions to Home 
Depot. The watch’s display is too 
small to really see anything you 
need to see on Maps.

Most of the other apps are worth-
less. Sometimes, I’m standing 
in line and don’t want to mess 
around with my phone, so I mess 
around with the watch. That kills 
about three minutes. I could 
check the weather, but the fore-
cast covers only the next 12 hours. 

Wrist-Reward Analysis 
Wearing the Apple Watch for a year changed  
 my life. That’s not an endorsement

NERD WATCH: The Apple Watch can do some 
cool stuff, but “when I’m around someone 
that doesn’t love me, I hide my arm under 
the table whenever my watch buzzes.”  
+
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ROUGHLY A YEAR ago, around when Caitlyn Jen-
ner appeared in a bustier corset on the cover of 
Vanity Fair, it occurred to me that changing my 
gender at age 60 might be a good idea. By then, I 
will have lost almost all my feminine power, while 
men in my age group will be reaping the benefits 
of their lifetime of male entitlement. 

In jest, I announced my plan to my teenage 
son, whose peers have trained him to be on the 
lookout for PC transgressions. “You’ll have two 
daddies,” I said. “You’ll be OK with that, right?” 
His reply surprised me: “No,” he said. “Because 
you’d be doing it for sarcastic reasons.”

In the trans orthodoxy, the reasons why men or 
women reject their birth genders are supposed to 
be intrinsic and essential. Choosing to be a man 
for political reasons alone violates that creed.

Trans men and women realize, usually from 
childhood, that they are trapped in bodies with 
the wrong biological parts; in order to feel like 
themselves, they must become the other gender. 
In recent years, the movement to normalize such 
choices has been much more successful. Psy-
chologists no longer see what used to be known 
as “gender identity disorder” as a disorder at all, 
and people are making decisions about gender 
transformation at younger and younger ages, 
with the support of parents and therapists. 

To inquire more deeply into what drives such 
profound choices is generally avoided. But 
in her disturbing new book, In the Darkroom, 

Susan Faludi does just that as she explores the 
mystery of her father, a Hungarian Holocaust 
survivor, who in his 70s traveled to Thailand to 
become a woman. 

Faludi’s emotionally harrowing quest to under-
stand her dad took her from Portland, Oregon, to 
Budapest and back numerous times. In the Dark-
room is a tormented journey into the labyrinth 
of her father’s history and psychology. It shows 
how gender identity may evolve over time, how 
it involves the body but also, perhaps, a complex 
host of social and psychological factors.

Faludi, a shrewd chronicler of gender bias 
and gender roles, is one of her generation’s 
great feminist writers. In her latest book, she 
treads more personal ground by researching her 
father’s soul. The two had mostly been estranged 
since she was a teenager; one terrifying night, 
he broke into the family home and stabbed her 
mother’s boyfriend repeatedly, sending the man 
to a hospital. This act of violence not only went 
unpunished but it earned her father the right to 
avoid alimony (his estranged wife had a boy-
friend and, under 1970s New York state divorce 
law, was guilty of infidelity). 

In her quest to understand how her father, a 
violent, emotionally closed man, transformed 
himself late in life, she finds many clues— 
eroticism, Holocaust-related post-traumatic 
stress disorder, survivor’s guilt, self-loathing 
and bad parenting. She even unearths a fam-

NOT SO TRANSPARENT
Susan Faludi’s disturbing new book  
about her transgender father shows how 
gender identity may evolve over time

BY  
NINA BURLEIGH

 @ninaburleigh
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ily story of her father possibly getting caught 
cross-dressing as a boy and an unsubstantiated 
tale about a maid dressing him as a girl.

A few years before the operation, her father’s 
first psychiatrist declines to recommend him 
for sex change surgery, saying he is conflicted 
about his identity but not necessarily transgen-
der. Undeterred, Faludi’s father forges a letter 
about his fitness and need for the surgery and 
sends it to a Thai doctor, who is more than 
happy to have another patient.

After attempting to reveal her new body to the 
author by repeatedly letting her robe fall open, 
the elder Faludi tries to get her daughter to watch 
a video of her penectomy. She refuses but doesn’t 
shrink from some deep family research. 

That intimate research project becomes the 
primary focus of the book, but Faludi also reveals 
the philosophical and political challenges she 
confronted in coming to terms with her father’s 

new identity. Trans women often elevate fem-
inine stereotypes in a way that many feminists 
find offensive. Faludi quotes trans writers who 
have accused feminists of being “narcissistic” 
and of secretly wanting to be men. This, Faludi 
notes, is simply “the old male chauvinist canard 
that feminists are feminists because they’re 
anti-feminine.” She can barely hold back when 
her father and her trans girlfriends talk about how 
happy they are to meet men who will do things 
for them, like carrying heavy furniture and oper-
ating power tools. She immerses herself in trans 

literature, admitting she “bridles” at the “cover 
images of junior-prom  ingenues in sweater sets, 
their chapter titles set in the dainty looping script 
of old feminine-hygiene ads.” 

In mentioning this, Faludi is on dangerous 
political ground. Jenner was named “Woman 
of the Year” by Glamour magazine, despite the 
corset cover and despite the fact she hasn’t done 
much of anything for women besides helping to 
raise the Kardashian sisters (and elevating their 
respective brands). Feminists recognize that 
transgender women still attract men but often 
don’t experience the same sort of misogynistic 
discrimination as their counterparts who were 
born female. Put another way, there’s a reason 
why a recent highest-paid female CEO in Amer-
ica, Martine Rothblatt, used to be a man.

Both men and women change genders, but 
it’s the male-to-female transgender people who 
are seen as making bold political statements. It’s 
hard to picture Esquire putting a female-to-male 
trans person on the cover and making him “Man 
of the Year.” People magazine put one such indi-
vidual on the cover but made him the star of “the 
pregnant man” story—a trans man with a uterus 
who gave birth—and he was framed as more of a 
freak show than a gender trailblazer 

Given the amount of attention transgen-
der people have been receiving, it’s easy to 
forget that they seem to make up a minuscule 

FALUDI’S FATHER 
FORGED A LETTER 
ABOUT HIS FITNESS 
AND NEED FOR THE 
SURGERY AND SENT IT 
TO A THAI DOCTOR.

+ 
IN THE DARKROOM: 
The author, Faludi, 
as a child with her 
dad. The book is a 

tormented journey 
into the labyrinth of 
her father’s history 

and psychology.
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trans community—including some surgeons—
don’t usually acknowledge. 

Faludi presents her father’s surgery in the con-
text of a complicated, lifelong, protean search for 
identity. In the process, she compiles a taxonomy 
of identity hunting. There’s the Nazi sort of iden-
tity that prevailed among Hungarian nationalists 
in the 1930s (and still exists today), and then there 
is the go-find-yourself model popularized by psy-
chologist Erik Erikson in the 1960s. Faludi leaves 
it to the reader to consider whether the Nazis 
made her father so violent and hypermasculine, 
and whether a revulsion against them played a 
role in his decision to visit the clinic in Thailand. 

Throughout the book, the author tries, but ulti-
mately fails, to discover what made her father 
tick. Eventually, her quest becomes more con-
ventional—she analyzes her own identity, delves 

into the Hungarian Holocaust and reconnects 
with her ethnic and spiritual roots. It is moving 
material, but I wish Faludi had gone further in 
examining the contradictions between feminism 
and male-to-female transitions. We are, after all, 
on the same side. 

 percentage of the population. Good estimates 
are hard to come by, but the best figures, which 
come from a 2011 Williams Institute study, indi-
cate that 0.3 percent of the population is trans. 
Of Americans who participated in the 2010 
census, 89,667 had changed their names, and 
21,833 had also changed their sex. 

Yet the post-gender world is here. The popu-
larity of the comically hypermasculine Donald 
Trump is certainly a reaction against that. Noth-
ing divides the generations more than tolerance 
for transgender people. There are now more 
than 50 gender variations on Facebook. College 
professors struggle to speak in  gender-neutral 
pronouns or lose their jobs. Meanwhile, dis-
crimination against trans people is so strong 
that a social conservative movement has been 
built around gender-neutral bathrooms, which 
can be harnessed to entice a sector of the popu-
lation into voting Republican. 

The collapse of gender walls is a positive thing. 
Anything that breaks down old-time masculinity 
is good for men, women, children and animals. 
But the transgender community’s embrace of 
hyperfemininity and its insistence that there is 
no difference between trans women and biologi-
cal women has put it at odds with some feminists. 
There’s a long history of resentment and conflict 
between the two groups. Last year, feminist Ger-
maine Greer spurred a backlash when she stated 
that trans women “can’t be women.” She later 
backed out of speaking at a women’s conference 
when some in the trans community mounted a 
petition against her. 

Perhaps, at this stage in the evolution of gender 
roles, asking questions only weakens the front 
line. But if these matters are so unambiguous, 
where does that leave people like Melanie, who 
ran a guesthouse for post-op transgender women 
in Thailand? She had the surgery but confesses to 
Faludi she is having second thoughts about her 
life as a woman. “I feel I’m androgynous, but I 
don’t want to be,” she says. “People can’t survive 
without categories…. You have to have an iden-
tity.” By the end of the book, Melanie is again liv-
ing as a man, but her penis is gone. Faludi makes 
no judgment; she simply lets Melanie talk about 
living with the type of regret that many in the 

ANYTHING THAT 
BREAKS DOWN OLD-
TIME MASCULINITY 
IS GOOD FOR MEN, 
WOMEN, CHILDREN 
AND ANIMALS.

SEX CHANGE: Faludi 
with her father 
after the operation. 
He traveled to Thai-
land in his 70s to 
become a woman. 
+
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BY  
JOSH GROSS

 @yay_yee

IN HIS BIOGRAPHY King of the 
World: Muhammad Ali and the 
Rise of an American Hero, David 
Remnick wrote that he was so 
fascinated by the acclaimed 
heavyweight boxer that he even 
traveled to Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side on June 25, 1976, to 
watch him battle a Japanese 
professional wrestler live on 
closed-circuit TV.

The word even is revealing. Like 
most Americans who watched 
Muhammad Ali take on Antonio 
Inoki, Remnick thought the bout 
was a strange spectacle, some-
thing worth forgetting. Most 
boxing writers framed it more 
derisively as a 15-round farce. A 
money grab. A disaster. The fight 
made Ali look less than graceful, 
and viewers failed to understand 
what they were watching: Inoki 
spent most of the fight avoiding 
the boxer’s blows by diving to the 
floor and kicking at his legs. But 
40 years later, Ali vs. Inoki signi-

bout. But their match inspired a 
generation of competitors and 
promoters to create MMA as we 
know it. Several years after the 
fight, in the early 1980s, a group 
of promoters in Pennsylvania 
attempted to create the first 
American MMA league. Their 
effort was short-lived, as the 
state became the first to ban 
matches that mixed boxing with 
grappling. Meanwhile, in Japan, 
disciples of Inoki sought to prove 
that wrestling and submissions 
could work in a real fight; they 
organized mixed-fighting enti-
ties in Japan during the late ’80s 
and early ’90s.

When the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship was created in 
1993, its organizers didn’t want 
the bouts to be plagued by the 
onerous rules that hampered 
the action between Ali and 
Inoki. Instead, the early UFCs 
listed only eye gouging and 
biting as fouls. These bouts 
proved violent and controversial 
and marked the sport’s rough 
beginnings in America.

Today, MMA is a mainstream 
sport with a global audience. 
Top-tier competitors are 
required to train in multiple dis-
ciplines and step into fights well-
versed in every aspect of martial 
arts. And though current bouts 
are generally more exhilarating 
than Ali’s and Inoki’s somewhat 
awkward affair, none of it might 
have been possible without the 
two men who bravely stepped 
into the ring that night in the 
summer of 1976. 

fies something important. The 
odd match brought together the 
worlds of professional wrestling 
and combat sports and led to the 
rise of modern mixed martial arts 
in a way few could have expected.

In spite of rules designed to 
protect Ali, this was a legitimate 
contest. Inoki, for instance, 
wasn’t allowed to kick while he 
stood, and Ali could free himself 
from submission holds if he sim-
ply touched a rope. But nothing 
between the competitors was 
scripted or rehearsed, so Ali 
could easily have looked like a 
fool, wound up badly injured or 
brought disrepute to boxing. For 
all his punching prowess, the 
champion knew very little about 
defending kicks, which was ev-
ident as Inoki repeatedly threw 
himself to the floor and slammed 
his shin into Ali’s lead leg. 

The legacy of their bout lives 
on. Ali and Inoki weren’t the first 
fighters to take part in a hybrid 

Many Holds Barred 
How an awkward bout between 
Muhammad Ali and a Japanese wrestler
inspired modern mixed martial arts

NOT-SO-ULTIMATE 
FIGHTER: For all 

his skill, Ali knew 
very little about 
defending kicks, 

which was evident 
as Inoki repeatedly 

slammed his shin 
into the boxer’s leg.

+
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LIKE A MICHELIN chef or gifted composer, Alan 
Furst is an expert at variations on a theme. In his 
case, it’s a question: What would you do?

His books, which have been translated into 18 
languages, are set in Europe on the eve of World 
War II or during the early years of that conflict. 
His protagonists are not professional spies or 
secret agents. Rather, they are ordinary people 
in extraordinary times. Mathieu, the hero in A 
Hero of France, Furst’s new novel, joined the 
Resistance. “The book is about these upper-
middle-class people who decided to fight back 
against the Germans,” says Furst. “I provide 
plenty of examples of what they see. They could 
ignore it, but they don’t. There is moral com-
pulsion—you watch something wrong going on, 
and one day you feel you have to do something 
about it. Or you don’t.”

As befits a writer of historical novels, Furst 
keeps his distance from the modern world of 
perpetual connectivity and 24-hour news cycles. 
“I am an old-fashioned writer. I write narrative 
prose of the 1940s in order to write a book about 
the 1940s.” He writes on an electric typewriter. 
“I am not the most computer-literate person in 
the world. I got one about 15 years ago. I don’t 
like using it. It surprises me to see how much 
time a day people are at their computers, and 
they assume that I am at mine.”

Born in 1941 and raised on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan, Furst majored in English at 

Oberlin College. After graduating, he worked 
in New York’s welfare department and at a her-
oin detox center, drove a taxi, wrote poetry and 
worked as a teaching assistant at Pennsylvania 
State University. Awarded a Fulbright teaching 
fellowship in 1969, he taught at the University 
of Montpellier in southern France for a year. He 
returned to the U.S. to work as a copywriter at an 
advertising agency in Seattle and wrote his first 
four novels, which are now out of print. Three 
were comic murder-mysteries, but one, Shadow 
Trade, a contemporary spy thriller, published in 
1983, was a harbinger of things to come.

Writing A Hero of France, which is just over 
250 pages long, Furst says he went through 
1,000 pages. “The reason my work reads like 
it does is that it is rewritten and rewritten and 
rewritten. I will write 30 or 35 versions of a first 
paragraph until I am happy with it. Then I will 
say, ‘Ah, look at that.’”

Furst primarily sees himself as an “entertain-
ment novelist,” noting, “My job is to take the 
reader for a ride, to somewhere he or she has 
never been and let them walk around in there. 
People used to complain that I don’t really write 
spy thrillers. I don’t. I write novels about spies.”

A few critics carp that his books are essentially 
reworking the same theme: A tough but sensitive 
40-something intellectual, attractive to women, 
slowly turns into a man of action. He freely pleads 
guilty. “Yes, they are similar, a certain kind of 

UNDERCOVER WORK
Historical spy novel master  
Alan Furst talks about writing 
shorter books with more sex

BY  
ADAM LEBOR

 @adamlebor
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 person in every case. I like the age of 40, because 
you are sophisticated then, but you can still run.”

Although Furst’s novels are mostly set in 
Europe, he does not make research trips. 
Instead, he uses several books as a basis for 
research, including a 1952 edition of the Ency-
clopaedia Britannica. “It’s close to the 1940s and 
reflects the sensibilities of the people who wrote 
it. They were the best historians. It is very thick 
and full.” Sometimes, he will find an anecdote 
or incident that is beyond even his imagination. 
“There was a time in the Spanish Civil War when 
the Republicans were fighting the Moors from 
behind headstones in a graveyard. The Moors 
fired mortars, which blew the bones out from the 
ground, and the bones rained down on the heads 
of the Republicans. I could never make that up. I 

don’t write as well as history does.” Nor does he 
use Google Earth to vicariously walk the streets 
of Europe’s capitals. “Madrid, Barcelona, Paris—
they are all very different now. I am more inter-
ested in the Paris of the 1930s than the present 
day. Part of one of my novels takes place in Istan-
bul, but I have never been there.”

That book is Blood of Victory, published in 2002. 
I.A. Serebin, the protagonist, is a Russian émigré 

journalist recruited by the British secret service to 
stop Germany from importing Romanian oil. The 
scene setting is trademark Furst: 

Serebin stared out the window of a taxi as it rattled 
along the wharves of the Golden Horn. The Castle of 
Indolence. He’d always thought of it that way—melon 
rinds with clouds of flies, a thousand cats, rust stains 
on porphyry columns, strange light, strange shadows 
in a haze of smoke and dust, a street where blind men 
sold nightingales.

Furst is also capable of great economy. Here, 
Serebin is explaining his determination to flee 
the coming war.

Serebin persisted. “I’ve seen too many people 
shot.”

“In battle?” Marrano said.
“Afterwards.”
Lately, Furst has started to include more 

sex scenes. There is a highly erotic moment in 
A Hero of France when Mathieu and his lover 
wash each other, then make love. “The more I 
do that, the more the books sell, especially to 
women. But that’s not why I do it.”

Furst once told me, when I was embarking on 
my first thriller, “Start with a murder and make 
sure the boy gets the girl.” Still good advice? 
“Perfect,” he says. “Somebody pays $24.95 for 
a book, and the boy does not get the girl? You 
don’t kill a hero if you are a professional, com-
mercial writer. Certain things have to happen.”

But in not too many pages. Nowadays, less is 
more, says Furst. “You must not bore the reader, 
whatever else you do. People write to me, say-
ing my books are too short, and all I can say, is 
‘Thanks, dude.’” 

 “I LIKE THE AGE OF  
40, BECAUSE YOU  
ARE SOPHISTICATED 
THEN, BUT YOU  
CAN STILL RUN.”

+ 
SPY MASTER: Furst 
is an old-fashioned 
writer who uses an 
electric typewriter. 

Most of his books 
are set in Europe in 

the years before and 
during World War II.
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 “[Clarence] 
Thomas 
has quoted 
his mother 
as saying, 
 'When 

they took God out of the 
schools, the schools went 
right to hell.' He added, 
 'She may be right.'” 

A 1991 NEWSWEEK REPORT  
ON SUPREME COURT  
NOMINEE CLARENCE  
THOMAS’S CONSERVATISM
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