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The New Year often heralds great intentions when it 

comes to giving our homes a spruce up. Whether 

it’s a brand new kitchen or bathroom that’s needed 

or a simple update of a tired room, the start of January is a great time 

to plan the changes. In this issue you’ll fi nd decorating schemes 

based on a natural palette that work beautifully in period 

properties, plus 20 great ideas for updating your living room 

furniture. January is also the perfect time to consider changes to 

your outside space as you should be able to see its current structure 

quite clearly. We have ideas for both formal and informal planting 

schemes that will transform your garden. If there’s no immediate 

project on the cards, put your feet up and enjoy our four fabulous 

real homes. From a stunning London rebuild to a listed 16th-century 

renovation there’s plenty to inspire you. And if the recent 

changes to stamp duty have tempted you to consider a 

move, take a look at our round up of stunning homes 

currently on the market! 

Welcome

GET IN TOUCH FOLLOW US COMPETITIONS
Period Homes & Interiors, 
Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, 
Kent TN16 3AG.
phi.ed@kelsey.co.uk

Connect with PH&I online and 
keep up-to-date with the latest 
news, trends and happenings.

Be in with a chance of winning 
the competitions featured in the 
magazine each month by visiting 
www.periodhomesandinteriors.
com/competitions.

61


 @phi_mag

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com
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IN THE NEWS
Our round-up of the latest design 
news, home products and openings
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January 2015 | 7www.periodhomesandinteriors.com

Warming shades
Dulux has presented Copper Blush as its colour of 
the year for 2015. Combine with white or clay-toned 
neutrals or use with a complementary palette of 
oranges, pinks and reds to create a scheme with warmth. 
Rebecca Williamson at Dulux explains, ‘This is a shade 
with real depth, which creates an easy-to-live-with 
atmosphere and a touch of elegance.’ Dulux MixLab 
Copper Blush matt emulsion, £24.49 per 2.5 ltrs.

PERFECT PATTERN

Walls and Floors has launched 
a new collection of hexagonal 
tiles, perfect for creating 
feature walls and statement 
fl oors. Our favourite range 
is Affaire, showcasing an 
elaborate patchwork of pattern. 
There are also cream and 
light blue crackle-effect tiles 
available. Pictured are Elegance 
Hexagonal Tiles, £64.95 for a 
pack of seven different designs. 
The plain tiles cost £96.95 per 
sq m. www.wallsandfl oors.co.uk.

Crafty project
Bath-based workshop 
� e Makery has 
teamed up 
with Wild & 
Wolf to create 
a collection of 
ready-to-make cra�  
kits. We love these 
� ying ducks, £17.95 for a 
set of three. � ey come with instructions, 
fabric, felt stu�  ng and even a needle and 
thread so you can get cra� ing straight 
away. www.wildandwolf.com.

Renaissance has 
opened a new 
showroom in 

London’s Shoreditch 
housing an 

impressive collection 
of lighting and 

fireplaces. Visit www.
renaissancelondon.

com for details.


For stockists 
turn to page

112

Aluminium with chrome
Pendant Fishing Light in 

Charcoal, £65, Garden Trading. 
Also comes in Clay and Chalk.

Glass and wood
Perranporth Glass Pendant 
with wooden fi nial top, £90, 

Laura Ashley.

Cut glass design
Decanter Glass Ceiling 

Pendant in Champagne, £29, 
Tesco. Also comes in Smoke.

3 OF THE BEST PENDANT LIGHTS
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This bold and beautiful 
Northern Rose floral design, 

£20 per roll, has been 
announced as Graham & 
Brown’s ‘Wallpaper of the 
Year’ for 2015. The repeat 
pattern showcases vibrant 

pink roses on a sky-blue 
background with silver 

detailing. 0800 328 8452, 
www.grahambrown.com.

STATEMENT WALL



Timeless style
We love the new Burnt sling 
chair, £350, and Cross ottoman, 
£125, from French Connection. 
� ey have a quilted � nish, sleek 
wooden legs and are 
made from navy leather 
and mango wood. 
0333 400 3285, www.
frenchconnection.com.

and mango wood. 
0333 400 3285, www.
frenchconnection.com.

Welcome baby
Marks & Spencer has launched a one-stop baby 
shop. Available in six stores and online at www.
marksandspencer.com, it has been built around 
seven key moments, including sleep. The collection 
includes nursery furniture, home accessories and 
lighting options with finishes in neutral wood and 
white ensuring designs will slot seamlessly into a 
period property. Pictured here is the Sonoma cot 
bed and four-drawer chest, both £549 each. We 
also love these paper pendant shades (from £45), 
which come with magnetic closing clips. 

Say thank you!
We’re big fans of Caroline Gardner’s stationery designs so were pleased to 
spot these new thank you cards. They come in a set of 10 featuring Geometric, 
Chalk Board and Floral designs for £4.95 and include luxury 120g thick white 
envelopes, all made and printed in the UK. www.carolinegardner.com.

Say thank you!
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LIGHTING THE WAY

Taking its inspiration from Enys, a 
beautiful Cornish estate near Penryn, 
the eccentric new Game and Garden 
range from Cream Cornwall features six 
beautiful hand-drawn vignettes. Designs 
include a whimsical grouse, pheasant, 
duck, stag, hare and salmon, which 
are featured on lampshades, cushions, 
tableware, notebooks and greeting 
cards. Lampshades cost from £48 for 
a 20cm table lamp shade. Pendant 
shades are also available. 01326 
617177, www.creamcornwall.co.uk.

One of our 
favourite homeware 

brands, Brissi,
 has opened an 

elegant new store 
spread over four 
floors of a Bath 

townhouse in Milsom 
Street. Visit 

www.brissi.co.uk 
for details. 

PH&I
LOVES



TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT OR TO
REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL 0800 916 1048
OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK
CALL US FROM 8.30AM-9PM WEEKDAYS 9AM-5PM WEEKENDS

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. OUTSTANDING CHOICE. UNRIVALLED SERVICE.

MAKE IT
LUXURIOUS.
MAKE IT HILLARYS.
MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS,
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS



Stylist ’snotebook


For stockists 
turn to page
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Acanthus leaf weighted 
bookends with a carved 

design, made from a resin 
cast, £35, Marquis & Dawe. 

THIS MONTH | SHOPPING
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A-Z wooden bookends with a 
lime-effect brown fi nish, ideal for 
your living space or a children’s 

room, £25, Adventino.

Ortolan golden songbird 
bookends crafted from 

heavy metal in a smart black 
fi nish, £57, Artisanti. 

Chehoma Embauchoir 
bookends, featuring a traditional 

shoe maker’s mould design, 
made from resin, £57, Amara. 

Handmade Chatsworth Lions 
marble bookends in purple, 

other colours available, 
£440, Squint Limited. 

India Jane bookends 
featuring two kneeling bronze 

Buddha statues, £59, 
House of Fraser.

Vintage-style dog bookends 
with a distressed paint fi nish, 
made from iron to give them 

weight, £55, Berry Red.

Pheasant bookends made from 
brass and nickel plate, £69.95, 
part of the Culinary Concepts 

Stag range, John Lewis. 

Keep your books neat and tidy with our 
selection of the best bookends around 

Ceramic Junior Dachshund 
bookends in blue, £150, 

also available in pink, 
Jonathan Adler. 



SHOPPING | THIS MONTH


For stockists 
turn to page

112

Greenwich chair in 
Sherwood Denim, 
89 (h) x 82 (w) x 94cm 
(d), £739; scatter 
cushion in Calista Blue/
Multi, £59; Multiyork.

www.periodhomesandinteriors.com12 | January 2015

� ndFavourite
We’re in love with the brand new furniture and soft furnishings from 

the MONSOON HOME COLLECTION BY MULTIYORK. 
Top of our list is this stylish Greenwich chair



Enjoy £50 off  when you spend over £500.
Go to swooneditions.com/periodhomes7 and enter voucher code periodhomes7

at checkout or call 020 3137 2464* quoting periodhomes7.

Delivery £38 per item (the Aimee £29 per item) to UK mainland. See individual items for details. Off er is restricted to one per customer, per household. Discount will be applied to fi rst transaction only. Off er ends at 23.59 on 16.01.15. Enter 
the voucher code at checkout or quote on the phone. Discount will be shown at checkout. Any refunds will take into account the discount. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other off ers or promotions. Please check delivery terms & 
conditions online or call 020 3137 2464. *Calls from a BT landline are charged at standard network rate. Calls from mobiles and other providers may cost more. Products subject to availability. Standard Swoon Editions terms & conditions apply. 

Check swooneditions.com/terms-conditions for full details.

CARNABY
CHAIR

£299
EDITION LIMITED TO 91

AIMEE
BEDSIDE TABLE

£99
EDITION LIMTED TO 120

Limited Editions. Exceptional prices.
From artisan workshops direct to your door, discover new 

designs every day without the infl ated price tag.

£951 IN HIGH-END RETAILERS

LILLE
TWO-SEATER SOFA

£499
EDITION LIMITED TO 29
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For stockists 
turn to page
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Gold side table featuring a 
decorative pattern and glass 
top, 60 (h) x 41cm (w), £175, 

Alexander & Pearl.

SHOPPING | THIS MONTH
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Apple box storage stool with 
Oyster Catcher seat by Tiffany 
Jayne, 33 (h) x 53 (w) x 36cm 

(d), £115, Travelling Souk.

Birdy II tall tins in white, pink 
and yellow with pretty bird 

prints, £16 for a set 
of three, Edited. 

Linen cupboard made from lime 
wood with fi ve shelves, 190 (h) 
x 108 (w) x 50.5cm (d), £3,229, 

Grange London. 

Wedgwood Cuckoo fi ne bone 
china tea caddy decorated 
with Chinese fl owers and 

birds, £70, Amara.

Versailles mahogany gold 
console table, 80 (h) x 145 (w) 
x 45cm (d), £930, The French 

Bedroom Company. 

Quill bureau handmade from 
solid reclaimed fi r with a 

shallow top drawer, 101 (h) x 
85 (w) x 45cm (d), £695, Loaf. 

Seagrass laundry basket, 
£50; and storage basket, 
£25; Matthew Williamson 

at Debenhams. 

Storage doesn’t have to be dull 
and practical. Check out our 
choice of beautiful, practical pieces

Pink wall sconce with three 
decorative ceramic knobs, 

36 (w) x 12cm (d), £18, 
Pastel Lane. 



Hardwood Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Windows & Doors

WINDOWS
All Seasons are specialists in the manufacture 
and supply of high quality bespoke timber 
windows. Be they for modern storm proof, 
traditional casement, or box sash hardwood 
windows, we have the right solutions for your 
home’s needs.

With over 30 years of experience in the 
joinery/construction industry, we understand 
our customers’ needs producing high-quality 
products at very competitive prices.

All Seasons products are manufactured with 
the seamless transition of expertise from 
initial design, through the manufacturing 
process, right up to the installation. We take 
pride in knowing how to add real value for 
money in every project our clients undertake.

Our windows feature excellent craftsmanship 
with the finest materials, resulting in the right 
blend of elements that make houses more 
charming than ever. With the right hardwood 
window from All Seasons, you can elevate 
the kerb and interior appeal of your property.

All Seasons combine tradition with technology 
offering high performance timber windows. It 
is one of All Seasons core values to integrate 
these two critical elements in every product 
we manufacture. The beauty of our items, 
after all, lies in the perfect harmony between 
two seemingly contrasting features – they 
contrast brilliantly like a true masterpiece.

HARDWOOD CONSERVATORIES
AND ORANGERIES
All Seasons specialise in the manufacture and 
installation of Conservatories, Orangeries and 
Roof-lanterns. We provide a quality service 
from a family run business with over 30 years
experience in the joinery and construction 
industry. We offer:

• Free consultation and design service
• High quality products and competitive prices
• Experience dealing with the local authorities
 i.e. planning approval, building control or  
 listed building consent
• High performance timber windows, doors,  
 conservatories, Orangeries and Roof-lanterns  
 without compromising the traditional features
• Design and Planning (if applicable) through  
 to completion, All Seasons ensure   
 every detail is taken care of in house

We pride ourselves on a good relationship with 
our customers as you are important and vital to 
our future, this enables us to show you our 
work and gives you the opportunity to speak 
with the people who have had a first hand 
experience with the personal service and high 
quality we provide.

We arrange for many new customers the 
opportunity to visit existing customers to see 
the quality of our work. We also encourage 
visits to our factory in Kent where you can see 
first hand where our Conservatories, Orangeries 
and Roof lanterns are manufactured.

HARDWOOD DOORS
All Seasons is a family-run business that takes 
pride in providing personal service and a 
commitment to quality. We make sure to get 
the specific preferences of our clients to 
deliver only the finest hardwood doors and 
windows they want. Our master craftsmen 
follow stringent quality assurance measures 
– from the handling of the materials to the 
installation of the final product.

There is nothing more charming in a home 
than the allure of a custom-made hardwood 
door or windowpane that unifies the theme 
of the interior. When you entrust your home 
to All Seasons, you ensure that you are 
getting the highest quality of materials 
available. Our hardwood choices are all 
naturally fungi- and rot-resistant. We are, 
after all, specialists in the manufacture and 
supply of high quality bespoke timber doors 
and windows.

In addition to the quality of the material, 
the workmanship is the other half of the 
formula for a great project. We devote 
our time and resources to ensuring the 
completion of every project to the highest 
of standards. We attend to the smallest 
of details in our products to achieve a 
superb finish. We go beyond being experts 
in choosing the appropriate materials, 
and we are highly knowledgeable in the 
crafting of the perfect doors, windows, 
and conservatories for your home.

All Seasons Home Improvements (UK) Limited, Unit 8 Regis Industrial Estate, Dorset Road, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 1LY
Email: enquiries@allseasonslimited.co.uk Tel: 01795 669920 Fax: 01795 583174



Visit our showroom at The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ
Call 01473 826939 Visit www.jim-lawrence.co.uk

Announcing our new 20th AnniversAry brochure

Full oF Fresh styles & designs

Call
01473 826939
for a free
brochure
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DECORATING | NATURALS

Create a relaxing mood around your home 
with soft shades of green, taupe and blue 

teamed with rustic wooden � nishes 
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Page 17 Drift wallpaper, 
£44 per roll; curtains in Anais, 

£59 per m; chair front in 
Poetica Plains, £22 per m; 

chair back in Poetica, 
£42 per m; cushion in 

Caprice, £52 per m; all Poetica 
by Harlequin, 0845 123 

6815, www.harlequin.uk.com. 
Right Appliqued fabrics will 

add interest and texture to soft 
furnishings. Crochet fabric in 

Natural, £89 per m, Canvas 
collection by Prestigious 
Textiles, 01274 688448, 
www.prestigious.co.uk.

Left A versatile taupe 
paint provides the perfect 
backdrop for this scheme.  
Wades Lantern emulsion, 
£39 for 2.5l, National 
Trust collection at Fired 
Earth, 01295 814396, 
www.fi redearth.com. 
Right Make a style 
statement with subtly 
patterned upholstery in 
fresh green and white. Iggy 
two-seat sofa in Feathers, 
£1,240; Iggy armchair in 
Feathers, £720; both Sofa.
com, 0345 400 2222, 
www.sofa.com.

Style advice
Dress your windows 

with curtains in a 
beautiful appliqué fabric 

that replicates the 
tactile touch of 

leaves.



‘Add interest to neutral fabrics with motifs inspired by nature – 
simple feather, flower and leaf designs are ideal for this look and 

will help to create the illusion of bringing the outside in’

January 2015 | 19www.periodhomesandinteriors.com
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‘It’s easy to mix and match patterns in subtle colours – here, 
damasks, florals and stripes all work wonderfully together 

to create a cohesive look without looking fussy’

NATURALS | DECORATING

www.periodhomesandinteriors.com20 | January 2015
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DECORATING | NATURALS

Style advice
Classic-shaped wooden 
furniture in an aged or 
weathered fi nish is the 
perfect partner for this 

soft colour palette.

Left Invest in timeless wooden 
pieces that are both practical 
and beautiful. Hayling chest 
of drawers, £688, Rowen & 
Wren, 01932 847538, www.
rowenandwren.co.uk. Below 
Use hints of pretty blue to add 
a fl ourish to an understated 
look. Curtains in Harbour Blue 
LF1627C/6, from £59.90 
per m, Whitewood collection 
by Linwood, 01425 461176, 
www.linwoodfabric.com.

Opposite page Be inspired 
by French country style for a 

relaxed dining room featuring 
soft colours and vintage 

furniture. Curtains in Abbeville, 
£55 per m; Fabienne wallpaper 

(on chimney), £52 per roll; 
Fabienne Plain wallpaper, 

£46 per roll; Florrie wallpaper 
(through doors), £52 per roll; 

all Fabienne collection by 
Sanderson, 0844 543 9500, 

www.sanderson-uk.com.
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Left Highlight a natural 
theme with delicate foliage 
prints. Meadow Mink cotton 
bedding, from £20 for a 
standard pillowcase, Secret 
Linen Store, 01243 606245 
www.secretlinenstore.com.
Opposite page Layer a 
classic bedstead with crisp 
cotton linens, luxurious 
quilts and cushions. Etienne 
sleigh bedstead, from 
£1,299; Etienne fi ve-drawer 
chest, £799; bed linen and 
accessories, from a selection; 
all John Lewis, 0345 604 
9049, www.johnlewis.com. 

Right Provide a touch of 
charm with pretty lighting and 

fl owers. Whistler table lamp, 
£60; Straight Empire shade 
in Grey Hand Block printed 

cotton, £54; both Pooky, 020 
7351 3003, www.pooky.com.

‘A refined colour palette 
of beige and taupe, 
teamed with subtle 
pattern, is a perfect 

choice in the bedroom 
to create a calm and 
restful atmosphere’ 



January 2015 | 23www.periodhomesandinteriors.com

DECORATING | NATURALS

‘Combine rustic elements with a touch of elegance. Dress a natural 
wooden bedstead with crisp linens, luxurious quilts and sumptuous 

cushions to create layer upon layer of interesting texture’



NATURALS | DECORATING
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Choose a mix of beautiful 
fabrics and interesting trimmings 
to create bespoke cushions. 
Cushions (from top): Abbeville 
223969, £55 per m; Giselle 
223982, £55 per m; Amelia Rose 
223978, £55 per m; trims, from a 
selection; all Fabienne collection 
by Sanderson, 0844 543 9500, 
www.sanderson-uk.com.

Style advice
Lift a plain sofa out of 

the ordinary using pretty 
trimmed cushions 

depicting scenes of 
fl oral and fauna.
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Complete your scheme with vintage-style 
furniture, delicate prints and classic upholstery

Naturaltouches

Balanchine chair in Bizet 
Haze with Country Stripe 
Applemint seat, £1,648, 

John Sankey. 

 Bastille French-style console,  
featuring metal legs and a 

recycled pine top, 150 (w) x 
35 (d) x 80cm (h), £645, Oka.

Textured oak lamp base, 
£250; gathered cotton 
lampshade, from £70; 

both Fermoie.

Scallop carved wooden ball, 
group several together to display 
on your mantelpiece, 10cm (dia), 

£19.50, Marks & Spencer.

Cranbourne duck egg 
check cushion, 43 x 43cm, 
feather pad included, £42, 

Laura Ashley.

Green ivy-leaf ball, looks 
lovely arranged in a group 
of three, 60 x 60cm, £155, 

Sweetpea & Willow.

 Jasmine wallpaper BP3905, 
other colours available, 
37.5cm pattern repeat, 

£90 per roll, Farrow & Ball.
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 Madeleine grey painted 
cupboard with contrasting  

blue interior, 120 (w) x 55 (d) 
x 230cm (h) £1,890, Oka. 

 Cushion in Kew Nordic Linen, 
featuring a delicate fl oral 

motif, 65% linen, 35% cotton, 
£39.50 per m, Ian Mankin.

PH&I
LOVES
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ADVERTORIAL | IN ASSOCIATION WITH SWOON edITIONS 

Furniture to 
make you Swoon

For those who haven’t yet made 
the discovery, Swoon Editions 
reveal a world of beautifully           
hand–crafted furniture – 

without the inflated price tag you so 
often come to expect. 

Driven by a passion for interiors, Swoon 
Editions scour the globe sourcing  
different styles from the best artisan 
makers, with an emphasis on work that is  

done by hand; from the weaving of rugs, 
to the dyeing of fabric, and the intricate 
detail carved into a solid wood frame. 

Not only do Swoon Editions ensure there’s 
something to suit every home, they’re 
also offering readers of Period Homes & 
Interiors £50 off all orders over £500. 

For inspirational designs, look no further 
than the French-style Lola bedside table 
with its beautifully crafted cabriole 
legs and plume motif detailing, or the 
majestic wingback Armelle armchair, 
upholstered in sumptuous putty grey 
cotton with a sink-into cushion and 
hand-carved detailing offering timeless 

refinement. And for those who have a 
penchant for Gustavian-style pieces, look 
no further than their collection of Juliette 
benches. Constructed from solid oak with 
six intricately carved columnar legs and 
selection of gorgeous neutral fabrics, they 
offer spacious comfort for any home.

From French heritage to country classics, 
Swoon Editions hand-pick only the best 
on the market. 

Discover hand–crafted designs every day without 
the inflated price tag, at Swoon Editions.

Delivery £38 (the Lola £29) per item to UK mainland. See individual items for details. Offer is restricted to one per customer, per household. Discount will be applied to first transaction only. Offer ends at 23.59 
on 16.01.15. Any refunds will take into account the discount. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers or promotions.  *Calls from a BT landline are charged at standard network rate. Calls from 
mobiles and other providers may cost more. Products subject to availability. Standard Swoon Editions terms & conditions apply. Check swooneditions.com/terms-conditions for full details

enjoy 
£50 off
orders  

over £500

Plus

Go to swooneditions.com/Periodhomes6 
and enter voucher code Periodhomes6  

at checkout or call  

020 3137 2464* 
quotinG Periodhomes6.

The Period Homes & Interiors team loves

armelle armchair
Price: £399
only 20 left

juliette bench 
Price: £199

High-end retailer price: £326
edition limited to 79

Delivery within two weeks

lola bedside table
Price: £129

High-end retailer price: £204
edition limited to 165

Delivery in December

save
39%

save
37%

▼

▼

▼
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Browse our chic 
selection of 

shopping ideas 
to emulate the 
grandeur and 

classic elegance 
of our real 

homes in your 
own interiors

period rebuild · victorian townhouse · georgian villa · rural idyll

GET THE LOOK REAL HOMES GARDEN DESIGN
From a London rebuild to a 
country wreck restored to 
spendour, explore our real homes  

All the ideas and 
inspiration you 
need for creating 
formal and 
informal planting 
schemes in 
your garden

PH
OT

OG
RA

PH
 A

ND
RE

AS
 V

ON
 E

IN
SI

ED
EL



www.periodhomesandinteriors.com30 | January 2015

Period rebuild | real homes

It might look every inch the magnificent  
period home but as owner Mike Fisher 

reveals, things aren’t always as they seem

grand
design

feature amanda harling  
PhotograPhy andreas von einsiedel

Looks can be deceptive.  
despite it resembling 
neighbouring houses 

that date from the 1840s, 
architect Mike Fisher’s west 
London home is barely four 
years old. Mike knew from the 
age of three that designing 
houses was what he wanted to 
do when he grew up. ‘i came 
from an army family, and while 

it was expected that i would follow in my father’s 
footsteps i found constructing things with Lego 
and Meccano much more interesting than running 
around pretending to be a soldier.’

Mike went on to study architecture at dundee, 
where he remembers he was the only student who 
subscribed to interior design magazines. ‘everyone 
else was into designing huge commercial buildings, 
but my passion was always for domestic architecture.’   
Post-graduate studies in urban design at Oxford 
Brookes, followed by a several years working for 
an architectural practice that specialises in large 
residential developments in London, eventually led 
to him establishing his own architectural practice, 
studio indigo (020 7349 1290, www.studioindigo.
co.uk), some 20 years ago. 

modern living
The Chelsea-based company is renowned for the 
high-quality refurbishment projects it undertakes 
for clients in the UK and abroad. ‘Whatever the 
style of the house, the design and workmanship  
has to be the best it possibly can be,’ says Mike. What 
was particularly appealing about this house was 
the early 19th-century style of architecture, along 
with the west-facing aspect over the garden. it was 
his most ambitious project to date and involved >>
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Period rebuild | real homes

demolishing the entire house apart from the 
facade. ‘I knew I’d then be able to create the home 
I’d always wanted – a big, gutsy traditional house 
that appears to date from the early 19th century, 
but which is purpose-built to incorporate the 
latest technology and amenities such as an indoor 
swimming pool in the basement, sauna, cinema 
and an integral double garage.’ 

Made for entertaining
Mike based his design on a central axis, which 
provides an unobstructed view extending from  
the front door to the tall bay windows overlooking 
the garden at the rear.  The splendid elliptical 
staircase that rises gracefully through five floors 
is situated to one side of the inner hall. ‘Whatever 
style of house I’m designing, I always celebrate  
the staircase,’  he says, adding that his inspiration 
for this house was William Kent’s staircase at  
44 Berkeley Square. The installation of a lift was 
not an option. ‘It wouldn’t be appropriate in a 
period house and it’s good exercise running up 
and down the stairs several times a day.’  The 

galleried first-floor landing is an unusual feature, 
similar to the one designed by Sir John Soane for 
Pitzhanger Manor in Ealing. ‘I like looking down 
onto the hall and the lower levels, and when we 
have our Christmas party it becomes a perfect 
minstrels’ gallery with musicians serenading the 
guests gathered on the floor below.’   

 The proportions of the five-storey 11,000sq ft 
house are unashamedly grand. However, the 
monumental scale is balanced by the pervading 
sense of comfort and warmth and Mike’s 
understated way with high-quality materials. ‘This 
is a house made for entertaining,’ he states. ‘Once 
or twice a year we hold big parties but generally 
it’s a dinner party for eight or 10 or an informal 
lunch for friends and family, which we’ll have in 
the garden room or in the dining area next to 
the kitchen. Creating settings that are conducive 
to conversation was uppermost in my mind when 
designing the house.’   

 Both the drawing room and the master 
bedroom on the floor above span the full width 
of the house, and seating areas were formed >>



January 2015 | 33www.periodhomesandinteriors.com

real homes | Period rebuild

Above left Flanked on  
either side by decorative  
wall lights, the ceiling-
height panel of mirrored 
glass reflects light into the 
inner hall. Above right A 
spectacular sunburst mirror 
forms the backdrop for a 
decorative arrangement of 
gilded candlesticks placed on 
the marble-topped console 
table. Left Furniture and 
decorations in the dining 
room are linked by the 
accents of blue provided by 
a pair of oval Murano mirrors, 
a Russian-style chandelier 
and a Diarmuid Kelly 
portrait. Opposite page 
The drawing room spans 
the full width of the house 
and was decorated using an 
understated palette of pale 
walls and curtains contrasted 
by the warm colour of wood. 
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around the fireplaces that are located at either 
end of both rooms. In Mike’s opinion, sourcing 
the correct fireplaces was crucial to the success 
of the scheme. ‘Georgian fireplaces would have 
been wrong for a house in this style, and Victorian 
fireplaces too cumbersome, but the pair in the 
drawing room date from the early 19th century 
and are ideal,’ he says. 

relaxing atmosphere
Colour was another important factor in creating 
the relaxing atmosphere that Mike desired. An 
antique carpet in shades of blue and orange was 
the starting point for the decorative scheme in 
the drawing room. ‘It would have been obvious 
to pick out those colours in the fabrics but Fleur 
Liversidge, a member of the interior design team 
at Studio Indigo, selected a range of fabrics in 
rather more subtle tones that suggest warmth 

rather than shouting it. ‘She has an unusual 
eye for colour and her input was invaluable 
throughout the project,’ says Mike.    

Having offloaded virtually all the furniture 
from their previous two renovation projects 
that were sold complete with the contents, Mike 
and his partner undertook frequent shopping 
expeditions in London and on their travels abroad. 
‘Fortunately,  Studio Indigo has good contacts in 
the antiques trade. With a variety of projects on 
the go all the time, we keep a warehouse full of 
antiques, which we are then able to incorporate 
into a scheme when the need arises. But one 
thing we didn’t have to buy for the house was the 
mahogany dining table, which we’ve had for years. 
I don’t think we plan to move again any time soon, 
but if we do that table will definitely be the one 
thing that comes with us.’ PH&I

• For more details, contact www.studioindigo.co.uk.    

‘Creating settings that are conducive to conversation was 
uppermost in my mind when designing the house’

The walls of the master bedroom 
are lined in slub silk, giving it a 
feeling of warmth and comfort, 
reinforced by an open fire that 
can be lit during chilly weather.



January 2015 | 35www.periodhomesandinteriors.com

real homes | Period rebuild

Above left The unusual 
minstrels’ gallery on the  
first-floor landing is inspired 
by a similar design at 
Pitzhanger Manor in Ealing, 
designed by Sir John 
Soane. Above right A 
carved white painted mirror 
by Oriel Harwood adds a 
contemporary touch above 
a Regency gilt wood sofa 
placed facing the bed in  
one of the guest bedrooms. 
Left A subtle combination 
of pattern and textures such 
as patinated wood, glazed 
ceramic and faux fur add 
interest to this neutral  
guest bedroom.
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Above left A serene, 
timeless look was created for 
a guest bedroom using a mix 

of antiques and decorative 
prints. Pale aqua walls 

and the muted floral linen 
headboard are contrasted by 

the warm caramel colour of 
the bedcover and cushions. 

Above right Generously 
proportioned basins were 

specified for the master 
bathroom, where floors of 

grey marble and walls of 
polished plaster provide a 

look of understated luxury. 
Right A classic claw-foot 
bath placed in front of the 
window gives the master 

bathroom a timeless look, 
with wall-hung towel warmers 

reinforcing the symmetry.
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GET THE LOOK | PERIOD REBUILD

STYLISH 
IDEAS

Be inspired by Mike 
Fisher’s living room with 

opulent accessories 
and authentic pieces 

of furniture
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Wotton mirror with a rich gold 
fi nish, 138.5 (h) x 110cm (w), 

£403.50, The Chandelier 
& Mirror Company. 

Gold cherub candelabra, cold 
cast in resin and brass with 
four extended arms, £125, 

Alison at Home. 

Server with turned legs and 
centre stretcher, available in a 
variety of lengths and heights, 

from £2,525, I&JL Brown. 

Rococo fi ve-arm chandelier 
with full-cut crystals, rosettes 
and glass tubes, 81cm (h), 

£1,900, Gustavian. 

19th-century mahogany 
bow-fronted chest of drawers, 
102 (h) x 107 (w) x 61cm (d), 

£695, The Old Cinema. 

Albina wing chair in green and 
gold with raw silk upholstery 
on a mahogany frame, £652, 

Out There Interiors. 

Kudu glass side table cast 
in aluminium with gold fi nish, 

62 (h) x 53cm (w), £169, 
Atkin & Thyme. 

Tivoli horse sculpture made 
from resin with a marbled 
wood-effect fi nish, 45 (h) x 
40.5cm (w), £67, Artisanti.

Fisher’s living room with 
opulent accessories 
and authentic pieces 


For stockists 
turn to page
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With five children between them, Caroline 
and Giles Daubeney’s priority for their 
new home was a practical yet elegant 

family space where everyone could relax together. 
Of equal importance was to find somewhere large 
enough so that each of the children could have a 
bedroom of their own. 

Caroline readily admits she is not particularly 
creative, but instinctively knows what she likes. ‘We 
bought the house in 2008 and it took two years and 
a flooded basement before we finally moved back 
in 2010, after renting a house nearby. We originally 
saw it when we’d been to view another property 
just around the corner. It was a very tired-looking 
Victorian house with a traditional layout and it 
needed enormous amounts of work to get it looking 
the way we would want. We went up to the first floor 
and Giles said, “No, I’ve seen enough, it’s not for us”.  
But by the time we’d walked to the top and walked 
back down again we started to see its potential and 
the rest, as they say, is history.’

design for life
Caroline and Giles were very keen to create a 
spacious, homely environment where big family 
dinners could take place at the heart of the house.  
But, as Caroline points out, Victorian houses are 
not renowned for their large kitchens. ‘The people 
before us had lived here for 21 years and it was a 
thoroughly traditional double-fronted Victorian 
house. It had a tiny kitchen with a hatch and a 
separate sitting room and dining room. However, 
I knew the space was right and was big enough to 
do what we needed to do. I consulted with Sean 
Cochrane of Cochrane Design, who I met through 
friends, and the concept started to take shape.

‘It was important for us to keep everything as 
traditional as we could,’ continues Caroline, ‘so 
when we started on the kitchen extension, every 
brick that was taken down was put back again  
and re-used. There’s nothing modern about  
the exterior at all, which is just the way it should >>

Caroline and Giles Daubeney’s London home has been 
designed to suit the lifestyle of their five children

FamIly ValueS
feature Karen Jensen-Jones/narratives PhotograPhy robert sanderson/narratives
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Style advice
‘It’s important to have 

a grown-up room, when 
so much of the house is 

designed with children 
in mind.’
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Style advice
‘Don’t be worried to 

change your mind if a 

colour you’ve used on 

the walls doesn’t 

work fi rst time.’
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The family room is at the heart 
of the house and many happy 
hours are spent with everyone 
gathered in one place. The 
walnut dining table from 
Berrydesign (01635 255352, 
www.berrydesign.co.uk) is 
the perfect size for when the 
whole family dine together.

Below from top Caroline 
wanted to create a calm 
atmosphere in the sitting 
room and opted for soft 
colours. The ottoman is 
from Cochrane Design 
(020 7751 0075, www.

cochranedesign.com), the 
chandelier is from India 
Jane (020 8799 7166, 

www.indiajane.co.uk) and 
the limestone fi replace is   

from Chesney’s (020 7627 
1410, www.chesneys.
co.uk). Caroline used 
Zoffany Platinum Grey on 
the hallway walls for a light 
and elegant look (0844 543 
4600, www.zoffany.com). 
Far right The bespoke 
sofa in the family room by 
Cochrane Design provides 
plenty of seating space for 
this large family of seven. 
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be.’ Inside it’s another story. ‘I wanted the interior 
to feel modern, calm, simple and relaxed,’ explains 
Caroline. ‘I was keen on using greys, silvers and 
blues throughout – something steely yet with 
warmth. We put a lot of different colours on the 
kitchen walls but we changed our minds so many 
times. As Giles and I had recently married, and this 
was our first home together, we wanted everything 
to be new and bright. Sean suggested raising the 
height of the doors from the hallway to the kitchen/
family room to give a greater sense of height, and  
it’s something that’s worked really well.’

heart of the home
Not everything went smoothly, though, and the day 
before the family were due to move back into the 
house, an unexpected downpour of rain caused 
the basement to flood due to the failure of a water 
pump. ‘We just couldn’t believe it,’ remembers 
Caroline. ‘Sean and his team were doing their 
final check of all the beautiful joinery and bespoke 
cabinetry. Everything was finished to perfection, 
then disaster struck. Thank goodness they were 
at the house and their swift reaction meant little 
damage was done and we could still move in. It  
was such a relief.’

Caroline admits to feeling happiest when 
everybody is together at the heart of the house 
in the beautiful space that is the kitchen, dining >>



‘This is my favourite room 
in the house,’ says Caroline. 
‘Giles and I love to cook, so 
we spend a lot of time in here. 
What I love about the kitchen 
and family room is that they 
blend effortlessly into one 
large, sociable space.’
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room and family room. ‘I love sitting at the kitchen 
counter with everyone around me doing their own 
thing. It’s such a bright, sunny space and Giles and 
I both genuinely love cooking. As well as my pantry, 
which I adore, we have incorporated lots of gadgets, 
including a rotisserie and a heated plate drawer, 
which we use all the time. Our Sunday lunches are 
a lovely family occasion.’

A ROOM OF THEIR OWN
Despite the communal nature of the downstairs of 
the house, Caroline and Giles knew that with five 
children, all of varying ages, between them – Geno, 
twins Jack and Charlie, Sophie and Izzy – they 
would need their own space to escape the fast pace 
of family life. That’s where the upstairs comes into 
its own – and even with a bedroom each, there’s 
still one left over for guests. 

‘The children’s bedrooms have been individually 
designed to suit their needs,’ enthuses Caroline, 
‘and so each room reflects their age and taste, just 
like our bedroom reflects us and my dressing room 
reflects me. It is very important to Giles and I that 
our children all feel equal and, so far, we’ve had no 
complaints from any of them.’

Clearly, it’s family that matters most to Caroline 
and Giles and despite the basement flood, Caroline 
doesn’t regret a minute of the journey that led to 
the making of her dream family home. PH&I
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‘I love sitting at the kitchen 
counter with everyone around 

me doing their own thing –  it’s 
such a bright, sunny space’ 

Far left Caroline wanted 
a working kitchen with an 
elegant look. The stained 

counter and legs with honed 
granite are from Balmain 
London (020 7223 6333, 

balmainlondon.co.uk). 
Below from top Caroline 
and Giles share the study, 

which Caroline describes as 
‘quite masculine’. The nickel 

desk lamp is from

 India Jane (020 8799 
7166, www.indiajane.co.uk) 
and the walls are painted 
in Hague Blue by Farrow 
& Ball (01202 876141, 
farrow-ball.com). ‘I love the 
chunkiness of the bath and 
it’s so deep,’ says Caroline. 
The Arc freestanding bath 
is from Victoria Plumb 
(0344 804 4848, www.
victoriaplumb.com). 
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Above The handmade silk 
headboard by Cochrane 
Design (020 7751 0075, 

www.cochranedesign.com)  
gives a sumptuous feeling 

to the master bedroom. The 
bedside tables and chaise 

longue are also by Cochrane 
Design. Right Caroline 

loves the bold Nicolas wall 
lights in the guest bedroom 
from lighting designer Porta 

Romana (020 7352 0440, 
www.portaromana.co.uk).
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STYLISH 
IDEAS

Recreate Caroline and 
Giles Daubeney’s 

hotel chic bedroom 
with a grand bed and 
elegant accessories 
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Velvet cushion in indigo with 
a natural linen reverse, 

£39.50, 43 (w) x 43cm (l), 
Alison at Home. 

Denver Leaner mirror in black-
patent leather with silver rivet 

studs, 180 (h) x 80cm (w), 
£760, Black Orchid Interiors. 

Bombe painted bedside 
table in dove grey, 76 (h) x 
54 (w) x 40cm (d), £825, 

And So To Bed. 

Billow bed in Thatch House 
fabric with a button-backed 

headboard, £845 for a 
king-size, Loaf. 

Escher day bed in Romo 
Relax Linen with bolster 

cushions, from £1,690, The 
Sofa & Chair Company. 

Vintage-style Ava frame 
with gold-effect and beaded 

detailing in each corner, 
£14, Oliver Bonas. 

Hand-fi nished Barlaston 
Vases Butterfl y Bloom 

faceted vase, 23cm (h), 
£270, Wedgwood.

Opera four-ball smoke 
table lamp with a fl at drum 
shade in gilt premium satin, 

£398.34, Heathfi eld.
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When Debbie and Steve Fenwick spotted a Georgian villa ripe for 
renovation, they were quick to sell up in the city and return to their roots

new beginnings

feature & styling Emma J PagE/NarrativEs  PhotograPhy robErt saNdErsoN/NarrativEs

it was a grinding daily 
commute that finally 
convinced Debbie and 

steve Fenwick to swap the 
stresses of the metropolis 
for a new life in a 
picturesque village. The 
couple had embraced 
the hectic nature of 
city living from their 

central London base, but frequently long-winded 
journeys to work meant their love affair with the 
capital was not to last. ‘it’s a great place to be 
when you’re young,’ reflects Debbie, ‘but we found 
ourselves abandoning the car on the commute 
home once too often.’ so when property details of 
a beautiful georgian villa in the village of westoe 
near newcastle landed on their doormat, courtesy 
of Debbie’s sister, it wasn’t long before they were 
contemplating a radical change of pace.

Debbie grew up in westoe and had admired the 
short row of georgian terraced houses since her 
childhood. ‘My sister and i would walk past on the 
way home from our visits to the park and, even 

then, we both loved them,’ she remembers. Once 
separate farmhouses, immortalised by John wilson 
Carmichael’s celebrated painting of the village in 
1830, the properties were later joined. ‘They fell 
into the hands of institutions in subsequent years, 
until they became too expensive to maintain,’ 
explains Debbie. ‘At one time, ours was owned  
by st John Ambulance.’

The property’s chequered history did not deter 
the couple, who returned to London after one 
viewing to put their home on the market. it was a 
bold move, but they were certain it was the right 
decision. ‘we sold our flat for exactly the same 
price as the cost of the new property, so everything 
fell into place,’ says Debbie.

under the hammer
but turning their next home into an elegant 
residence was a labour of love and the couple are 
still adding finishing touches more than a decade 
later. ‘The house was like an aristocratic lady – the 
bone structure was there, it was just wearing some 
very garish make-up!’ says Debbie of their first 
viewing. ‘it was a matter of stripping everything >>



Style advice
‘Never slavishly follow  

any trend. It tends to date 

your decor and is very  

hard to work around  

in the future.’

‘I wanted to create a warm  
and welcoming sitting room 
where guests and family can 
relax. ‘I don’t like the idea of  
a showhome,’ says Debbie. 
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‘The house was like an aristocratic lady – the bone 
structure was there; it was just wearing garish make-up’

The grand proportions of the 
sitting room are emphasised 
with a large overmantel mirror 
and painted panelling. You can 
fi nd a similar Indian Thaket coffee 
table to Debbie’s at Littlewoods 
(www.littlewoods.com).

back and starting again. But we knew we had a 
potentially beautiful place on our hands.’

The first casualty of the renovation was the 
wallpaper in the hall and stairwell. Instead they 
painted throughout in a soft palette of grey, stone 
and olive, allowing the high ceilings and cornicing 
to take centre stage. The original Georgian 
archway is one of Debbie’s favourite features. ‘I 
painted every wall myself – even those that are 
30ft high,’ she says, adding, ‘I prefer to use a 
quality paint as the colours have more purity and 
it takes fewer coats to achieve a perfect finish.’ 

At first, the couple installed a modest kitchen, 
but quickly agreed the space didn’t live up to its 
potential. After spotting their neighbour’s original 
kitchen fireplace, Debbie persuaded Steve to 
investigate further. ‘We took a sledge hammer 
to one of the plasterboard walls and discovered 
a beautiful hearth behind it, along with two 
deep alcoves,’ explains Debbie. It was the natural 

home for a huge range oven, which kick-started 
the arrival of a brand new kitchen. The couple 
maximized the newly revealed alcove space by 
adding a traditional larder on one side and a 
sliding door housing a vast boiler on the other. 
At the same time, the couple knocked through a 
wall to create a conservatory, giving them extra 
space for entertaining. 

But the renovation was not without its problems. 
‘We camped on the top floor for the duration and 
did not reckon on the amount of work involved,’ 
admits Debbie. ‘The kitchen floor needed re-
levelling – we had to add sixteen inches in one 
corner before laying limestone tiles.’

CAREFUL RESTORATION
In fact the whole project required a judicious 
combination of hard graft, creative thinking 
and careful restoration. Fortunately the pair are 
magpies when it comes to unearthing pieces >>



that complement the period features of their 
home. Debbie spotted their Victorian pine kitchen 
dresser in a local architectural reclamation yard 
and gave it a new lease of life. Similarly, the chair 
that sits in front of it was pulled out of a skip 
by Steve, and given a fresh update. 

BACK TO HER ROOTS
The results of their hard labour more than 
justify their efforts. The ground floor provides 
ample space for entertaining friends and family, 
including the couple’s beloved nephew Jamie. 
Upstairs, Debbie swapped one superfluous 
bedroom for a media room, and another for an 
office and elegant library. In here the couple 
added bespoke bookcases built by a local carpenter 
in MDF with plaster mouldings, which were spray-
painted white. ‘It’s my dream room,’ says Debbie, 
‘The glass-topped table was once our dining table 
when we lived in London, but it works even better 

here as a desk. It’s the place I retreat to when I’m 
working from home, and the plentiful books and 
mini stepladder give it a wonderful library feel.’ 

The master bedroom and guest rooms reflect 
Debbie’s love of boutique hotel chic, featuring 
opulent beds dressed with luxurious linens. The 
four-poster bed in their bedroom, bought more 
than a decade ago, was revamped by a local 
interior designer who dressed it with a taupe 
cotton damask. In the guest room a painted chest 
of drawers inspired Debbie to redecorate 
to complement its eau de nil colouring. 

‘I never thought I’d return to my roots, but now 
my sister is a 10-minute walk away and my parents 
live on the other side of the park,’ says Debbie. But 
their journey may not be over. The couple also 
have a home in France and can imagine relocating 
one day. ‘It would be perfect for indulging my 
passion for interiors,’ says Debbie. ‘I may just hang 
up my boots and open a shop there!’ PH&I
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The pair are magpies when it comes to unearthing 
pieces that complement the period features of their home

‘I found the dresser at a 
local reclamation yard and 
painstakingly painted it myself.
It’s my proudest achievement,’ 
says Debbie. Dresser painted in 
Pigeon by Farrow & Ball (01202 
876141, www.farrow-ball.com).  



The couple unearthed the 
original fire breast after knocking 
through a plasterboard wall. 
When they pulled it down, they 
gained two large alcoves and 
a natural home for the range 
oven. Walls are painted in Duck 
Egg by Laura Ashley (0333 200 
8009, www.lauraashley.com).
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Above left The top landing 
features an ever-rotating 

display of the couple’s 
collection of album

covers, encased in simple 
white box picture frames from 

Ikea (0845 358 3363, www.
ikea.com). Above right ‘This 
is my favourite room and my 
dream library,’ says Debbie. 
‘We stripped the floor to its 
natural bare boards and a 

local joiner created bespoke 
bookcases.’ Right ‘My aim 

was to create boutique hotel 
glamour in the bedroom, 

combining luxury with
practicality,’ says Debbie, 

who was inspired by trips to 
Dublin’s Clarence hotel and

Seaham Hall in Durham. 
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STYLISH 
IDEAS

Create Debbie and 
Steve’s welcoming 

hallway with a neutral 
colour palette and 
classic furniture 
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Dapdune Wharf carpet in 
Champagne, a soft nylon 

saxony in 12 colours, 
£30 per sq m, Crown Floors.

Choose a traditional style 
fl ooring with Belgian Blue, 

£112 per sq m, and PPX tiles, 
£70 per sq m, Stone Age. 

Cottage garden fl owers, 
including roses, peonies, 

sweetpeas and scabiosa in a 
large vase, £50, John Lewis.

Shamley 12-light chandelier 
with crystal droplets and a 

smoked antique fi nish, 71 (h) x 
56cm (d), £500, Laura Ashley.

Hartham console table in grey 
with two drawers and a handy 
shelf, 80 (h) x 100 (w) x 35cm 

(d), £379, Harveys. 

Hand-painted Portrait of 
Winston with gold frame, 

58 (h) x 48cm (w), £120, The 
French Bedroom Company.

Dragon lamp in classic blue 
and white, comes with a silk 

eliptical shade, 69 (h) x 42 (w) 
x 19cm (d), £165, Shimu.

Chamber pot from the 1930s 
depicting Jones George 

Abbey, 13.5 (h) x 23cm (d), 
£95, Lovers of Blue & White.
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Sorrel Morganti fell in love with a 
quirky 16th-century house with 

a fascinating background 

ANCIENT 
HISTORY

FEATURE & STYLING JANE PAIGE/NARRATIVES
PHOTOGRAPHY EMMA LEWIS/NARRATIVES

We’d wanted to move 
to the countryside 
for ages,’ says Sorrel 

Morganti. ‘My husband Paul 
and I were living in a town, 
but I was born in the Forest 
of Dean, while Paul grew up 
in Canada, so we were used 
to having a sense of space.’

When Sorrel first looked 
at the estate agent’s details 
of what was to become their home in Surrey, Paul 
wasn’t too impressed with it. ‘I initially came to view 
it on my own. It had a lovely feeling about it, so I 
rang him and told him, “It’s a kind house and has a 
great feel.” I just couldn’t explain it any other way.’

Fortunately, Paul came round to the idea of 
moving, but the process of buying it was no 
easy matter. It took 10 months because both the 
Morgantis and the previous owners lost their 
buyers. ‘The house kept falling through. I rang the 
owners and said, “Should we give it one more go?” 
and luckily it went through. We were so relieved.’

LAST-MINUTE DOUBTS
However, doubts surfaced at the last minute. 
‘The night before we got the key, the weather was 
awful with howling wind and rain, and we sat and 
wondered what on earth we’d done. The dream they 
had fallen in love with was a Grade II listed house, 
formerly three yeoman’s cottages, built in 1565 and 
set in 15 acres of land. It was extended in 1774 and 
remodelled in 1895 by Sir Edwin Lutyens. However, 
despite its interesting history, it was undoubtedly 
run down. ‘My daughter Holly, who’s 16, thought it 
was spooky,’ says Sorrel.

Things didn’t get any better once they had moved 
in. ‘The first night we spent there, which was in >>
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December, the oil for the central heating ran out,’ 
says Sorrel. ‘Within the first month we had 11 burst 
pipes – it was the worst winter the country had seen 
for 30 years. It was a baptism of fire. We had so 
much snow we couldn’t get up the drive, leaving us 
stranded. The upside was that we met all the locals 
quickly as everyone mucked in together.’

starting from scratch
When it came to renovating the house, Sorrel 
and Paul’s first port of call was the conservation 
department at their local council. ‘We had to repair 
the chimneys because they were falling down and 
we wanted to do it properly. The house looked 
like a pirate ship for months because of all the 
scaffolding,’ she laughs.

As far as possible, the house was gutted. ‘We 
couldn’t take the plumbing out because it was too 
complex.’ However, new electrics were installed. ‘We 
found all sorts of weird and wonderful things when 
we were renovating, including an old Rolex watch 
hidden in a cavity in the walls – we never found out 
who it belonged to.’ 

As many original features as possible were kept. 
‘We wanted to retain the integrity of the building, 
to make the most of the beams and enjoy the brick 
floors,’ says Sorrel. ‘We tried to renovate everything 
well so that the house stays up for another 100 
years. We feel that we’re the caretakers of this house. 
We have a responsibility, but we have to live in it.’

Because the house has a U-shaped layout, Sorrel 
and Paul’s main aim was to make it flow throughout. 
The house was renovated room by room but the 
kitchen was a priority. ‘Pans would disappear down 
the back of the units as they had been there for  >>
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Above from top The quirky 
shop front in the hallway 

was installed by the former 
owner, and Sorrel now uses 
it as a pantry. Sorrel wanted 
to make the dining room as 

cosy as possible, so she 
painted the walls in Blazer 

by Farrow & Ball (01202 
876141, www.farrow-ball.
com) Left and opposite 

The timbered kitchen makes 

a dramatic setting for a 
farmhouse scheme. The 
units are by Fired Earth 
(01295 814396, www.
firedearth.com). Pendant 
lights from Jim Lawrence 
(01473 826685, www.
jim-lawrence.co.uk) and 
a clock from What-Not’s 
(01483 425970, www.
whatnotantiquesltd.co.uk) 
accentuate the room’s height. 
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40 years, so we replaced them with period-style 
rustic farmhouse kitchen units, painted country 
green above the worktops and natural wood 
below. The high ceilings in this barn-like room are 
accentuated by a pair of industrial-style pendant 
lamps. Sorrel choose a large Aga to complete their 
country kitchen, which has all the charm of a little 
red tractor parked in the room. 

New bathrooms were also installed throughout. 
Sorrel created a scheme in keeping with the age of 
the house and the wooden floorboards were sealed 
to make them suitable for a bathroom. The far 
end of the house, which now comprises the guest 
suite, required major renovation as it was virtually 
derelict with wisteria growing through the roof. 

As well as keeping original features, such as the 
oak beams, quarry tiles and exposed brickwork, 
Sorrel and Paul were also keen to retain more 
recent ones. Displayed in the hallway is a full-size 
shop front, originally from Cranleigh in Surrey, 
which was installed by one of the house’s previous 
owners, wildlife artist David Shepherd. ‘People 

suggested I knock it out, but it is such a big part of 
the house’s history we decided to keep it.’

FAMILY LIFE
When it came to furnishing the house, much 
of Sorrel and Paul’s original furniture fitted 
in perfectly. ‘Our hearts were always slightly 
countrified so our furniture has transcended 
from a modern house to here,’ says Sorrel.  

It’s the perfect family home. The outside space 
is fabulous for the couple’s two children (Callum 
is 18), who love to go rowing on the lake. There 
is also a menagerie of animals, including West 
Highland Terriers Angus and Archie, German 
Shepherd Jess, Ruby the Pug, seven chickens, 
14 ducks and four horses.

‘The renovation was a massive job – the work has 
taken four years and we’ve only had a few months 
at a time where we haven’t had people in,’ says 
Sorrel. Sometimes it was overwhelming, but we 
have loved the house from the word go. It has 
been an ongoing passion.’ PH&I

Sorrel has complemented 
the beams and the brickwork 
fi replace in the reading room 
with knitted throws and leather 
sofas from Packhouse (01252 
781010, www.packhouse.com). 
The rugs are from Coldharbour 
Trading (01428 641817).

‘We feel we’re caretakers of the house. We renovated 
everything well so it stays up for another 100 years’
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Above left Sorrel has 
created a cosy guest living 
room tucked away in the 
eaves. The sofa, chair and 
footstool are from Michael 
Tyler (01424 756675,  
www.michael-tyler.co.uk). 
Above right An antique 
butterchurn and bedwarmer 
decorate the inglenook  
on the upstairs landing.  
Left A palette of rich colours 
and dark woods creates a 
warm and cosy look in the 
TV room. The decorative 
bookcase came from Lots 
Road in London.
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Above left Sorrel created 
a scheme in keeping with 
the age of the house with 
a period-style slipper bath 

from Fired Earth (01295 
814396, www.firedearth.

com). Above right Rustic 
pine, painted pieces and 
faded florals combine to 

create a charming scheme in 
Holly’s bedroom. The armoire 

and bedside chest are from 
Packhouse (01252 781010, 

www.packhouse.com).  
Right A dramatic four-poster 

from And So To Bed (0370 
801 4811, www.andsotobed.

co.uk) makes a statement 
in the guest bedroom, and 
is layered with throws and 

cushions to add to the 
opulent feel.
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STYLISH 
IDEAS

Copy Sorrel’s country 
kitchen look by 

investing in 
classic furniture 
and accessories 
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Meal Time Rules vintage-
style metal hanging sign, 

18 (h) x 27cm (w), £7, 
The Contemporary Home. 

Set of three graduated cake 
tins from the Rose and Bee 

range by Emma Bridgewater, 
£34, One Brown Cow. 

Suffolk rectangular 
seasoned oak table, 

76 (h) x 90 (w) x 150cm 
(d), £650, Neptune. 

Brocante medium wall rack, 
81 (h) x 98 (w) x 21cm (d), 
£180, 11 paint colours to 

choose from, The Orchard. 

Cecile dining chair in 
natural fi nish, £125, from
 the Croft Collection at 

John Lewis. 

Hidcote large iron wall clock 
with a distressed, rusted 

paintwork fi nish, 122cm (dia), 
£125, Adventino. 

Legion storage box on zinc 
castors made from reclaimed 
wood, 30 (h) x 37 (w) x 55cm 

(l), £79, Made.com.

Stainless steel whistling 
kettle in cream, £71.50, other 

fi nishes are available, 
Aga Living. 
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Protect young plants from 
birds, rabbits and squirrels 

with these elegant matt 
grey metallic Belton wire 

cloches. The extended wire 
feet allow you to anchor 

the domes securely. Use to 
protect vegetables, plants 

in the borders or even 
pots on the patio. Small, 

£22; medium, £32; large, 
£42; set of three, £88. 

www.rowenandwren.co.uk.

DECORATIVE COVERS
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Jobs to do this month
The ground may be too hard to dig, but there are 
still tasks that can be done. You can sow annuals such 
as antirrhinums, carnations and sweet peas in a 
heated greenhouse or on a sunny indoor windowsill. 
Growing from seed is both economical and very 
satisfying. You can also service or repair tools and 
equipment, paint fences and furniture, make a rock 
garden or lay paving while the garden is dormant. 

Splash out
Keep your feet dry 
in style with the 
range of colourful 

and patterned 
Wellington 
boots available 

from � e Welly Shop. 
It specialises in quality 

Wellingtons, ankle boots, shoes and 
clogs from well-known brands including 
Le Chameau, Hunter, � e Muck Boot 
Company and Girlie Gardening. We 
love the Bristol striped and the Gnome 
and Dahlia wellies, £34.99 each, by 
Evercreatures. www.thewellyshop.com.
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GARDEN RETREAT

With more people working 
from home, there has been 
an increase in the number 
of companies that offer 
custom-built garden offi ces. 
The Oak Designs Company 
handcrafts a range of 
beautiful outbuildings, including 
home offi ces. The Shrewsbury 
home offi ce starts from £13,200 
for the oak frame kit, including 
joinery, and The Retreat garden 
studio, complete with logstore, 
costs from £7,890. The kits are 
ideal for self-assembly or can be 
built by the company’s specialist 
assembly team. 01273 400411, 
www.oakdesigns.org.

Gardening products, useful buys and 
practical ideas for your outside space

Don’t miss the 
annual snowdrop 
sale on Saturday 
24 January at 

Myddelton House 
Gardens in Enfield, 

Middlesex. Visit 
www.visitleevalley.
org.uk for details.

A Timeless Garden Journal, 
containing information, 
illustrations and quotes, 
£19.95, Garden Divas.

The Thoughtful Gardener 
organiser, with seasonal 

sections and planting guide, 
£14.95, Wild & Wolf.

Personalised Gardening 
Journal with linen and 

cotton cover, made to order, 
£29.50, Make The Most Of.

3 OF THE BEST GARDEN JOURNALS
For stockists 
turn to page
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Charlotte
Exquisite, cupped flowers.Tea scent.

Lichfield Angel
Neat rosettes. Light spicy fragrance.

Lady of Shalott
Chalice-shaped blooms. Spicy tea scent.

HOW TO SHOP
ABOUT OUR ROSES

Scarborough Fair
Pretty, semi-double blooms. Musky scent.

Darcey Bussell
Beautiful rosette blooms. Fruity scent.

Gertrude Jekyll
Classic rosettes. Strong Old Rose fragrance.

David Austin’s English Roses combine
the delicate charm and wonderful
fragrances of the old roses with the
wider colour range and repeat-flowering
nature of modern roses.Their graceful,
shrubby habits make them ideal for
mixed borders, planting in large
containers or for creating any kind of
rose garden. They are renowned for
their outstanding health, reliability and
vigour.To create a full, bushy shrub, plant
three or more of the same variety.

DAVID AUSTIN®

Plant roses now for glorious summer blooms

15% OFF *

every time you shop
with us before

January 31st, 2015

ONLINE
www.davidaustinroses.com

BY PHONE
01902 376300

*Terms & Conditions: This offer excludes postage.
Please go online or call us to find out more about
postage and packaging options and charges.This offer
cannot be used in conjunction with any other David
Austin Roses offer or redeemed at any of our garden
centre stockists. Excludes gift vouchers.Offer applies
while stocks last.

Please quote offer code
PT6



Turn the page
for everything you 

need to know to create 
a formal or an 

informal garden.
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January is a great time to plan new ideas and planting for your garden 
– our look at the different styles will help to hone your vision
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have a corner you’d like to transform or 
be aiming to overhaul your entire garden. 

Well now is the time to plan what you want to do 
while the garden is dormant and the framework 
is in evidence. Take a critical look at your site, the 
architecture of your house, the aspect and climatic 
conditions, as well as what grows well in your 
neighbours’ gardens and the local area. Consider 

whether you want to echo or contrast with the 
period of your house, renovate to what it was in 
its past, or complement the architectural style. Ask 
yourself if you want to create ‘rooms’ to divide up 
the space or if you want to be able see the entire 
garden as one vista. Then the big question – what 
is your garden style? In general terms, gardens 
are either formal or informal, with most gardens 
drawing on elements of both. 

PLANNING A
GARDEN STYLE



GARDENS FOR INSPIRATION 
• Versailles, France • Villa Lante, Italy • Hampton 
Court, London • The Laskett Gardens, Herefordshire 
• Levens Hall, Cumbria

Plants for a formal garden

Working with geometry – using squares, 
rectangles and circles – epitomises 
formal garden style. Symmetrical 

plantings, along with clipped and stylised forms, 
are used to define and link the elements. Designs 
are structured and deliberate, whether with 
straight paths or in parterres. Ornamentation is 
carefully placed and a limited planting palette 
infills the clipped, precisely shaped evergreens. 
The bones of a formal garden are clearly seen in 
winter and any softer planting can give seasonal 
highlights against a foil of green.

Clipped evergreen hedges of box and yew 
are the foundations of a formal garden, used to 
screen boundaries, create garden ‘rooms’ and edge 
planted beds. Hedges can be at different heights, 
either straight or curved. Add floral interest with 

repeated planting, such as standard white roses, 
massed bulbs or lavender. 

Formal gardens date back centuries: from 
depictions on Egyptian tombs of lotus ponds 
and symmetrical rows of palm, and the iconic 
Persian enclosed ‘paradise gardens’ with their 
central axis, water features and rectilinear 
theme, through to the secluded hortus conclusus 
of monastery and palace gardens and the stately 
Italian and French Renaissance gardens. 

The tradition of elegant formal gardens 
continues today and is a versatile choice for 
different sizes and styles of garden. Although 
perhaps best suited to large estates, they can work 
equally well in smaller gardens. Formal lines and 
classical details also translate easily in courtyards. 
Even something as simple as a pair of matching 
topiary sentinels on either side of the front door 
draws on the echoes from the past. 

Keep in mind that formal gardens are easier 
to create on flat areas of a regular shape and are 
usually arranged around a focal point, such as 
a fountain, birdbath, urn or bench. Remember 
too that the layout of grand formal vistas were 
designed to be viewed from above to appreciate 
the intricate designs. In a more modest home, 
you could try positioning a mini-parterre for 
the best effect where you can overlook it from 
a window inside the house or from a terrace.

The essence:    geometry, structure, symmetry, precision, simplicity and order

PLANNING A 
FORMAL GARDEN

PLANNING | GARDEN
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Buxus sempervirens 
(boxwood), Laurus nobilis 
(bay tree), Ilex crenata 
(Japanese holly),Taxus 
baccata (yew), Carpinus 
betulus (hornbeam), 
astelia, coprosma, Myrtus 
communis (myrtle), 
Lavandula angustifolia 
(English lavender),
ophiopogon.

Bay tree and boxwood

English lavender



EssEntial 
ingrEdiEnts

• Evergreen hedging  
• Topiary • Focal points 

 • Straight lines • A strong 
central axis • Squares, 
rectangles and circles 
• Classical urns and 
statuary • Traditional 
seating and planters  

• Simple colour  
schemes • Gravel paths  
• Traditional paving  
• Kept neat and tidy



GARDENS FOR INSPIRATION 
• Gravetye Manor, West Sussex • Upton Grey Manor House, 
Hampshire • Sissinghurst, Kent • Hidcote Manor Garden, 
Gloucestershire • Great Dixter, East Sussex

The essence:    curved lines, free-fl owing planting and an aim to mimic nature

PLANNING | GARDEN

www.periodhomesandinteriors.com68 | January 2015

PLANNING AN 
INFORMAL GARDEN

Old-fashioned roses, 
Alchemilla mollis (lady’s 
mantle), Lonicera 
(honeysuckle), aconitum, 
penstemon, Digitalis 
(foxgloves), peonies, 
campanula, aquilegia, 
daisies, dianthus, 
hollyhock, lavender, 
geranium, violets, 
delphinium, lupins, 
heuchera, phlox, 
poppies, cornfl owers.

Plants for a cottage garden

Informal gardens are popular because they 
follow the natural contours of the landscape. 
This may be partly because the human eye 

finds it easier to follow curves than straight lines. 
If you look at nature, the only illusion of a long 
straight line is the horizon. Straight lines are 
manmade while in nature curves are the dominant 
shape. Where in formal gardens you create 
balance with symmetry, in informal landscapes 
it is achieved through the placement of shape, 
texture, colour and size. The informal style can 
be translated into various guises, from simple 

curvaceous island beds on a lawn to woodland 
glades, sweeping wildflower meadows and prairies.

COTTAGE GARDEN
In contrast to the restraint of the formal garden, 
the cottage garden is an abundant jostle of 
plants, billowing with old-fashioned favourites. 
Traditionally they were an intensive yet carefree 
mix of fruit, vegetables, herbs and flowers, 
crowded together into the tiny outside space of 
working-class cottages. From Tudor times until 
the Victorian era, the humble cottage garden was 
more functional, with an emphasis on productive 
culinary and medicinal plants, with flowers filling 
any available spaces in between. 

Designers such as William Robinson, Gertrude 
Jekyll and Vita Sackville-West gentrified the style 
into a more decorative version, in reaction to the 
more structured formal gardens of the time. This 
took it from the realm of the modest cottage to the 
large country estates where this deceptively labour-
intensive style could be re-envisioned on 
a grand scale. 

Whether you want to evoke a chocolate box 
image in front of a thatched cottage or just draw 
on certain elements of the cottage style, the appeal  
of informal planting continues unabated for both 
country and town dwellers. 

Rose

Lady’s mantle

Geranium



>>

EssEntial 
ingrEdiEnts

• Romantic • Fragrant 
roses • Tumbling vines 

• Hidden seating • Arches 
and arbours • Traditional 
materials • Harmonious 
colours • Dense planting 

• Self-seeding flowers
• Abundance and diversity

• Alive with bees, birds  
and butterflies  

• Punctuation and 
detailing with clipped 

buxus shapes



Style trends 
for 2015

There is a move away from 
perennials to an increased  

use in shrubs, along 
with continued interest 

in plants for bees.

Georgian
• Simplicity and tidiness.
• Ornamental geometric hedging.
• Low clipped edging to beds of  
colourful, scented flowers.
• Clipped evergreen shrubs.
• Gravel paths.
• Potted plants.
• Plant choices – box, holly, laurel,  
privet, yew, fig, honeysuckle, lilac,  
roses, tulips, herbs.

Victorian
• Seek inspiration from the period.
• Avoid too many plants from a later era.
• Ideas include ornamental bedding, 
parterres, intimate garden areas,  
specimen trees, flower beds on the lawn. 
• Rare plants of the time brought back  
by plant hunters.
• Formal planting close to the house to  
link inside and out.  
• More informal away from the house.
• Plant choices – wisteria, jasmine, 

evergreen magnolias, exotic trees, dicentra, 
ferns, lilies, laurel, cotoneaster, skimmia, 
mahonia, bedding with antirrhinums, stocks, 
pelargoniums, petunias, cannas and dahlias.

Edwardian
• Look like an extension of the house.
• Straight paths softened with  
informal planting.
• Hedges, stone-flagged terraces,  
sunken gardens, rock gardens, pergolas.
• Hedged rooms.
• Traditional craftsmanship.
• Formal pools, fountains, rills.
• Gazebos and summerhouses.
• Linked spaces.
• Box-edged beds.
• Yew pillars and topiary accents.
• Shrubs, roses, bulbs and perennials.
• Charming country garden atmosphere.
• Colour-graduated herbaceous borders.
• Plant choices – roses, erigeron, lady’s 
mantle, hollyhock, lupin, catmint, bergenia, 
stachys, irises, peonies, nicotiana, lavender.

Planting tips for your period home

Calling in a designer
Working with a good designer is of 
particular help to the inexperienced 
gardener. They will help you 
translate your ideas with their 
knowledge of design elements,  
sense of scale and plant knowledge.

Create a mood board beforehand 
to give the designer a clear idea of 
what you have in mind. Make a list 
of your requirements and how you 
would like to use the space. The 
designer may manage the whole 
process, from plan to construction 
and planting; others will suggest 
contractors and oversee the process.

To find a designer near you, visit 
www.sgd.org.uk.
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Give your relaxing 
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real homes | GEORGIAN vIllA

When Debbie and Steve Fenwick spotted a Georgian villa ripe for 
renovation, they were quick to sell up in the city and return to their roots

new beginnings

feature & styling Emma J PagE/NarrativEs  PhotograPhy robErt saNdErsoN/NarrativEs

it was a grinding daily 
commute that finally 
convinced Debbie and 

steve Fenwick to swap the 
stresses of the metropolis 
for a new life in a 
picturesque village. The 
couple had embraced 
the hectic nature of 
city living from their 

central London base, but frequently long-winded 
journeys to work meant their love affair with the 
capital was not to last. ‘it’s a great place to be 
when you’re young,’ reflects Debbie, ‘but we found 
ourselves abandoning the car on the commute 
home once too often.’ so when property details of 
a beautiful georgian villa in the village of westoe 
near newcastle landed on their doormat, courtesy 
of Debbie’s sister, it wasn’t long before they were 
contemplating a radical change of pace.

Debbie grew up in westoe and had admired the 
short row of georgian terraced houses since her 
childhood. ‘My sister and i would walk past on the 
way home from our visits to the park and, even 

then, we both loved them,’ she remembers. Once 
separate farmhouses, immortalised by John wilson 
Carmichael’s celebrated painting of the village in 
1830, the properties were later joined. ‘They fell 
into the hands of institutions in subsequent years, 
until they became too expensive to maintain,’ 
explains Debbie. ‘At one time, ours was owned  
by st John Ambulance.’

The property’s chequered history did not deter 
the couple, who returned to London after one 
viewing to put their home on the market. it was a 
bold move, but they were certain it was the right 
decision. ‘we sold our flat for exactly the same 
price as the cost of the new property, so everything 
fell into place,’ says Debbie.

under the hammer
but turning their next home into an elegant 
residence was a labour of love and the couple are 
still adding finishing touches more than a decade 
later. ‘The house was like an aristocratic lady – the 
bone structure was there, it was just wearing some 
very garish make-up!’ says Debbie of their first 
viewing. ‘it was a matter of stripping everything >>
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Make it your new yearʼs 
resolution to get baking – be 

inspired with our 
round-up of the 

best gadgets 
and buys to 
bring out your 
inner Delia

kitchens · 1950s design · sofas & armchairs · beds · bathrooms

KITCHEN NEWS RETRO KITCHENS BATHROOM NEWS
Spotlight on Mid-Century 
kitchen design. Be inspired and 
brighten up 
your kitchen 
by recreating 
the look of 
the 1950s in 
your home

Luxurious fi nishing 
touches to add colour to 
your bathroom for the new 
year, including 
bright towels 
and three 
of the best 
bathmats



KITCHEN NEWS | AT HOME
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Brush up on your baking 
skills with the help of new 
equipment from The Great 
British Bake Off range at 
Lakeland. If your biscuits 
are boring and your 
meringues sink, kit yourself 
out with a couple of silicone 
templates: meringue and 
eclair mats, £6.99 each; 
Bunting Cookie Cutter 
set, £5.99; Star Baker 
Cookie Stamp set, £9.99. 
www.lakeland.co.uk.

GETTING IT PERFECT



This air-tight 
canister is just 
the thing for 
storing flour 
or rice. Geometric 

ceramic lidded 
jar, £11, Gisela 
Graham at The 

Contemporary Home. 
www.tch.net.

IN THE KITCHEN
Turn up the heat and get the New Year off 
to a flying start with some baking sessions

3 OF THE BEST COLOURFUL RANGES


For stockists 
turn to page

112

AT HOME | KITCHEN NEWS
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Patterns & patchwork
The Winchester Tile Company has expanded its hand-
glazed range of tiles; these are the Chateaux decorative 
patchwork-style tiles, £4.45 each, which can be used in 
random colour combinations to create a totally unique 
room scheme. The patterns are inspired by pottery, rugs 
and architecture, and each tile measures 130 x 130 x 
10mm. 01392 473005, www.winchestertiles.com.

TIP-TOP TEATIME

We’re loving the new Mikado 
design from Royal Crown 
Derby, shown here on teacups 
and saucers, and also available 
on straight-sided coffee cups, 
plates, sugar bowl, cream 
jug, teapot and storage jars 
in delightful shades such as 
(from top) Cantaloupe, Taupe, 
Blue, Lime, Turquoise, Pink and 
Lavender. From £34 for a cup 
and saucer. 01332 712833, 
www.royalcrownderby.co.uk.

The X90 from Bertazzoni is 
a 90cm-wide dual-fuel range 

cooker with gas hob and 
electric oven, from £2,195.

The Grande Maman Cornu 
Chef 90 from La Cornue can 
be specifi ed with a chef-top 

cast-iron burner, from £9,530.

The Lacanche Citeaux from 
Rangecookers.co.uk is 
150cm wide and comes 
with three ovens, £9.700.
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Retro style 
Keep your frock � our-
free and your baking trays 
perfectly balanced with 
a For Goodness Cake 
monochrome pinny with 
scallop-trimmed neckline 
and nipped-in waist, £24.99, 
and a sturdy set of matching 
oven gloves, £17.99, from 
Pinny Girls. � ey’re 
worth getting out the 
mixing bowl and 
ingredients for. 020 
3633 2993, www.
pinnygirls.com.





A circular mat on 
the red linoleum fl oor 
helps to differentiate 
the relaxed sitting area 
from the kitchen and 
dining zone in this 
country-style room.
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Vinny Lee shines the spotlight on 1950s kitchenalia, 
a popular style that can be reproduced today

THE RETRO KITCHEN

A vintage or retro-style kitchen has the 
appearance of coming from another 
time or era. Although some items might 

actually be old, others may be new but made in 
the style of an earlier design. The main period 
of focus is the 1950s, although a little of the 
decade before and the decade after might just 
sneak in. Colour is an important part of this 
style of kitchen. Paint had been in short supply 
during World War II and the period immediately 
after, so household colour had been dictated 
by manufacturers’ leftover stock rather than 

fashionable trends. But by the end of the era, 
bright new colours, such as pink, chartreuse 
and turquoise joined red, yellow and black as 
favourites, and graphic design and cartoon-style 
drawings were widely used in wallpapers and 
fabrics. New materials such as plastic also had an 
impact on the style and availability of homeware.

The retro kitchen is a colourful and fun 
place to be. It draws inspiration from a period 
of dramatic change in both social outlook and 
design, and the kitchen of the 1950s home is 
probably where the biggest and most notable >>



revolution took place. At the time, advertising for 
kitchenwares and domestic machines was second 
only to the latest cars.

A wide range of innovative machines and 
gadgets started to come on the market, and 
because they were mostly mass-produced in 
factories they were cheaper to create and therefore 
more affordable for many people. Also the new 
architectural style was to open up rooms, making 
them lighter, brighter and open plan so that the 
kitchen was no longer a small isolated space with 
connotations of steam, grease and clattering pots. 

sign of the times
As the kitchen became part of a general family 
room its appearance also gradually improved. 
Refrigerators replaced pantries; electric irons, 
washing machines and vacuum cleaners made 
housework less laborious, and readymade or 
convenience foods and breakfast cereals took the 
pressure off cooking, which in turn saw an increase 
in leisure time. It was the time of consumerism – 
objects were designed to be fashionable instead 
of just useful. Television was making its way into 

homes and became not only a source of news 
and entertainment but also a marketing tool, 
which in turn made packaging and label design 
more important. Some brands, such as Coca-
Cola, produced glasses and other wares that were 
collected and displayed in homes.

In 1957 the Soviet Union put a Sputnik into 
space, which fuelled an interest in science fiction, 
and this also had an influence on design. George 
Nelson’s distinctive atomic ball clock and Bertoia’s 
innovative wire Diamond chair for Knoll both date 
from this rich period. Things American also had a 
big impact on Britain and Europe, not just  
rock-and-roll and pop culture but also the big-
screen movies, which fuelled a desire for glamour. 
The average homeowner could not afford silk 

Above left A vintage unit, such as the double-height one 
shown here, can be stripped, refurbished and painted to match 
other furniture, such as the melamine-topped table, giving 
a cohesive and co-ordinated look. Above right The simple 
but striking black-and-white chequerboard floor, laid on the 
diagonal, picks up on geometric designs popular in the 1950s. 
This type of vinyl or lino tiled floor is hardwearing and practical.

When styling a retro kitchen try to choose period-
appropriate materials wherever possible. Bakelite, 

melamine and plastic are all of this era

www.periodhomesandinteriors.com78 | January 2015
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satin and velvet, but synthetic, manmade materials 
such as nylon and polyester could be used to 
inexpensively create the look.

With this explosion of pattern, colour and 
advertising wares to choose from there is a danger 
of slipping into an odd design genre of the time: 
kitsch. The word ‘kitsch’ described the bold and 
sometimes garish patterns and design excesses of 
the Fifties. It is a style or look that can be gaudy 
and overpowering if taken to extremes, but for 
some it is a tongue-in-cheek style of its own and if 
well put together it can be amusing.

When styling a retro kitchen, try to choose, 
where possible, period-appropriate materials. 
Bakelite, melamine and plastic are all of this 
era. Plastics were on the increase and this was 
the heyday of the Tupperware party, the direct-
marketing strategy whereby housewives hosted 
their friends at home and sold the storage system 
to them directly. This form of selling made 
the company’s name and also saw its products 
make their way into homes around the globe. 
Tupperware was produced in 1946, when Earl  
Silas Tupper, an inveterate inventor who worked for 
some time at Du Pont, created the Wonder Bowl, 
an airtight container with a snap-on lid and a 
patented ‘burping’ seal.

iconic design 
Another key product of this period is Fiesta 
ware. Although it is claimed to have been the 
most popular American dinnerware ever, it was 
designed by an Englishman, Frederick Hurten 
Rhead, and made from 1936 until 1972 by the 
Homer Laughlin Pottery Company of Newell, 
West Virginia. In 1985, the management of New 
York store Bloomingdale’s approached Homer 
Laughlin about reproducing the range for them 
to sell and a year later a dinnerware line, in a new 
range of colours, proved a great success.

Fiesta ware was originally made in five colours: 
orangey-red, blue, yellow, green and cream, known 
as old ivory. In 1937 the then ultra-fashionable 
shade of turquoise joined the palette. The design 
of the ware had an Art Deco reference, with its 
border of concentric circles that was echoed in 
the original packaging, which depicted a Spanish 
dancer dressed in a traditional Flamenco skirt.

Another much-loved and collected china range 
from this period is Ridgway’s 1957 Homemaker, 
with a pattern designed by Enid Seeney on 
shapes by Tom Arnold. This tableware was made 
by Ridgway Potteries Ltd, and retailed cheaply 
and exclusively through Woolworths stores. The 
distinctive black-and-white colouring of Seeney’s 

transfer-printed pattern shows contemporary 
furniture and domestic objects, such as two-seat 
sofas and wire-legged plant stands.

Even flooring took to colour and pattern,  
with the easy-to-wash vinyl and lino floorings 
being widely popular. For more modest homes,  
1ft-sq black-and-white tiles or plain but strongly 
coloured options were available, while for the 
adventurous there were designs that offered large 
purple polka-dots and even pink poodles. PH&I
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Above In the post-war spirit of ‘make do and mend’ an old 
tool cabinet has been recycled as a store cupboard and a 
vintage caged industrial light hangs from the ceiling nearby. 
Randomly positioned shades of floor tiles pick up on the 
colours of the units and furniture and break up the plainness 
of the other white surfaces. 

This extract is taken 
from Kitchenalia by Vinny 
Lee (£30, Jacqui Small). 
Period Homes & Interiors 

readers can order 
Kitchenalia at the special 
price of £25 with free UK 

p&p. To order call 
01903 828503 quoting 

ref APG 274.
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Retro Coca-Cola Vinyl CD MP3 
USB stereo system, listen to your 

old records and encode them, 
£174.99, Truffl e Shuffl e.

PH&I
LOVES
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Perky formica table with birch 
ply top and oak legs in Yellow, 

also available in Grey and 
Teal, £275, Winter’s Moon. 

Creme de la Creme kitchen 
in Ocean Island Blue, other 

colours available, from £25,000, 
John Lewis of Hungerford.

Candy Stripe canisters for 
storing tea and coffee,
 £5.95 each, Premier 

Housewares at Amazon.co.uk.

Newgate Pluto Starburst 
clock, with dark wood rays 
and a gold metal dial, 65cm 

(dia), £120, Heal’s.

Swan retro stand mixer 
in Cream, with 4.5 litres 

capacity, also available in 
Black and Green, £130, AO.

Judge induction kettle in red, 
with easy-clean enamelled 

coating, other colours 
available, £28, Harts of Stur.

Bottle Tops print by 
Brighton-based illustrator 

Patrick Edgeley, 70 x 50cm, 
£80, Howkapow.

Brighten up your kitchen and recreate 
a 1950s look with these fun buys 

Fjord dining chairs in Oak and 
Orange, matching dining table 

also available, £99 for two, 
Made.com.
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Made in England
with pride and passion

The Real Wood Furniture Company
Makers of country chairs and furniture in English oak, burr oak, ash, cherry and elm

London House, Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TS

Tel: 01993 813887 www.rwfco.com
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In most living rooms, the sofa (or pair of sofas) and chairs are 
the stars of the show. They may be much-loved, battered and 
tattered, but can still offer the perfect spot to curl up with a book 

for a cosy evening. Sadly, not all sofas last forever, so if you’re 
contemplating new furniture to herald the new year, take some 
inspiration from our round-up. 

If you’re not tied to a particular colour theme, go for a look 
around the shops and showrooms with an open mind. While it 
might be tempting to play it safe, there are some beautiful bold 
shades around at the moment, such as teal, raspberry, citrus and 

slate, which can blend well in already colourful rooms, or which 
can become the bright focus within a more neutrally themed room. 
Consider leather upholstery if you’ve got a houseful of children and 
animals – it wears well and it won’t be the end of the world when it 
ends up attaining a well-worn and lived-in look. 

ABOVE
Westbury armchair in leather by Parker Knoll, £1,168; Romana 
two-seater sofa, £899; Voyager trunk/coffee-table, £699; all 
House of Fraser, www.houseoffraser.co.uk.

living room furniture20 of the best ideas for

Perk up your living room with an investment in new sofas and 
armchairs, or give it an update with occasional pieces and new fabrics



Expert advice
‘Our frames are endorsed 
by the Furniture Industry 
Research Association.’ 

Suzanne O’Flynn,  
Creative Director,  

John Sankey

Sofas

 MIX AND MATCH
One of the latest ideas that’s proving 
popular at the moment is the idea of 
the ‘snuggler’ or loveseat sofa, which 
is bigger than a standard armchair, 
and can be up to the size of a 
compact two-seater. The new Tosca 
Snuggler, upholstered in Rossetti 
Berry velvet with Horatio leather arms, 
costs £2,230 by John Sankey, 0115 
946 2121, www.johnsankey.co.uk.

living | at home
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 SMART STRIPES
A plain-coloured sofa with a pillow back made up of oversized 
cushions is a good choice that can accommodate future changes 
of colour scheme by re-covering the back cushions or adding  
new ones. Ottava pillow back two-seater sofa in Cream, £712; 
contrasting foot stool in Duck Egg, £374. Storage stool, armchair 
and four-seater sofa also available, Harveys. 0344 847 2626,  
www.harveysfurniture.co.uk.

 fEElINg bluE
If you’re looking for a new suite with a classic shape and guaranteed 
comfort, look no further than the Dillon large sofa. At a roomy  
222cm wide, it's perfect for sinking into with its generously padded 
back and seat cushions for ultra-comfort, and is shown here in  
Cuper Plain Peacock fabric, £999. Team with the Dillon chair,  
102cm wide, £699, in co-ordinating Genova Teal fabric, both 
Multiyork. 0845 303 7134, www.multiyork.co.uk.



 HIGH SIDES
This is the Mayor sofa, £4,299, designed by Arne Jacobsen  
and Flemming Lassen. It has a solid oak frame and tight fixed 
upholstery with loose seat cushions. It’s a generous 200cm wide, 
with a smoked and oiled finish on the legs, and is made to order. 
The design has just been re-issued, 70 years after it was first seen. 
Available from Occa Home. 0330 363 0330, www.occa-home.com. 

 PALE AND INTERESTING
The Gertie sofa, £1,195, from Loaf, has a multi-buttoned high back 
and tight covered seat – it’s shown here in Oat brushed cotton, which 
is one of 84 fabrics to choose from. Weathered oak legs and a solid 
beech frame mean that this sofa has a classic look and construction, 
and at 85cm deep it will provide a comfortable ‘sit’. Also available as 
a chair. 0845 468 0698, www.loaf.com.

CLASSIC CONTEMPORARY  
The crisp, angular lines of the Solano 

sofa create a formal look, with the 
stripes and patterns emphasising the 
tight fitted cover for a neat finish. It’s 

quite unusual to see tight seat covers 
these days, as separate, squishy seat 

cushions are very much in favour. 
Shown here in Sabi Taupe Mix with 

a set of six scatter cushions, it costs 
£1,349; the Wyoming armchair is from 
£949 in Sabi Leather Mix; both Marks 

& Spencer, 0333 014 8000, www.
marksandspencer.com.

‘High-back sofas look smart 
and feel a little more grown 
up. They can be really comfy, 
with more support than a low, 

squishy number’
Charlie Marshall, founder, Loaf
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‘For good-quality leather, 
look out for corrected grain 
with a coated finish; semi-
aniline, with a smooth hide; 

and full aniline, which  
has unique markings’

Donna Bellingham, Brand Director, Parker Knoll

Leather options

 CUSHIONED BACK 
AND SEATS
The Canterbury sofa in Safari leather 
from Parker Knoll is a gorgeous 
snuggle-into design that will stand up 
to the wear and tear of family life. It’s 
available in different quality leathers, 
with fibre or foam seats and a huge 
selection of fabrics. Available as a 
chair, two-seater, large two-seater 
and grand sofa, which is 233cm 
wide. From £2,076. 01773 604121, 
www.parkerknoll.co.uk.

 SqUArED Up
The Westminster by Timeless 
Chesterfields is a new twist on a 
classic shape. This version has 
squared-off quilted arms and sides, 
with studded detail on the front face 
of the arms. Traditionally, quiliting 
is done in a diamond pattern, but 
this still works beautifully in a classic 
room scheme. Three-seater in Vele 
Grey Charcoal leather from the Vogue 
collection, £2,899. 01204 368413, 
www.timelesschesterfields.com.

 THE pErFECT CHESTErFIELD
The Cromwell Chesterfield sofa  
from Darlings of Chelsea is an 
absolute classic, especially when 
upholstered in leather. Three-seater 
Cromwell Chesterfield, £2,046,  
shown here with stud details and 
mahogany legs, 225cm (w); also 
available as an armchair, or as a  
two- and four-seater sofa. 020 7371  
5745, www.darlingsofchelsea.co.uk.

Expert advice
‘A leather Chesterfield can 

be given a protective finish 
to help it last for years.’

John Darling, founder,  
Darlings of Chelsea
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charnwood
Exceptional British made wood stoves
01983 537780    www.charnwood.com



Expert advice
‘Shapely chairs create a 
great focal point and can 

introduce pattern to a 
neutral room.’  

Tom Ridgwell,  
Director, Couch

Chairs

 REST AND RECLINE
For a very comfortable and laid-
back relaxing angle, try the Ashton 
chair from Couch. It has traditional 
upholstered arms and antiqued 
hardwood legs. These types of chairs 
are often seen in salvage yards, but 
usually need an enormous amount of 
work. Shown here in Argyle Driftwood 
Plaid, it costs £540. 01495 717170, 
www.couch.co.uk.
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 NEAT DESIGN
The Morston Ashbee armchair from Handmade to Measure has a 
hardwood frame, zig-zag steel springing and fixed foam padding  
for a very neat and compact look. The company also supplies 
blinds, curtains, poles and other furnishings for a completely  
co-ordinated scheme. From £879 for an armchair, shown in 
Vintage; also available in a Mulberry, Saddle and Oxford  
colourway. 01625 837404, www.handmadetomeasure.com.

 CLASSIC CHECKS
If you haven’t got the space or the budget for a new sofa, a good 
option could be to invest in a new armchair to spruce up your living 
room. This is the Chapel wing chair by Crowther & Sons – with its 
classic design and perfect proportions it would suit any room. It’s 
made using English jute webbing and coir and requires around 5m 
of fabric. It’s available in three sizes and costs from £895 (fabric 
costs extra). 01522 510520, www.crowtherandsons.com.



  DESIGNER DETAIL
The traditionally styled Murrayfield armchair from the new Osborne 
& Little range at Multiyork has all the usual wing-chair details – plus 
a neatly buttoned back and contrasting piping. Shown in Façade 
11 fabric, with buttons and piping in Façade 7, the chair is £1,439. 
Osborne & Little Collection at Multiyork, 0845 303 7134,  
www.multiyork.co.uk.

VELVET TOUCH  
The Storyteller armchair from Sofa 

Workshop is a very pretty shape, with 
deep wings to make it a comfortable 

spot to curl up with a good book. 
The seat cushion is nice and deep 

too – the overall depth of the chair is 
97cm. It costs from £1,199 in brushed 

cotton, and is shown here in Seduction 
Mulberry velvet, which costs from  

£1,639. 0808 149 8163, www.
sofaworkshop.com.

Nick Wasey, MD, Arlo & Jacob 

‘Period design details fused with 
contemporary colours ensure the 
chair will look at home in both 

traditional and modern settings’

 SHELL-SHAPED
The Wallis armchair from Arlo & Jacob has a very distinctive fluted 
back, reminiscent of glamorous 1920s and 1930s shapes. Shown 
here in pure wool felt from Italy in Mustard, it’s from £685, has a coil 
sprung seat, and a lifetime guarantee for the hardwood frame and 
springs. Be bold in your colour choice to allow the design to stand 
out for a striking look. www.arloandjacob.com.

>>
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 STRONG STRIPES 
For a strong and simple look, choose stripes for your upholstery, 
especially if combined with exposed stripped floorboards and 
panelling to continue the theme of parallel lines. French Ticking 
in Mushroom, 60% linen, 40% cotton, £45 per m, Vanessa 
Arbuthnott. 01285 831437, www.vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk.

 VINTAGE LOOKS
The Beat Nik collection of rustic and industrial-style furniture at  
Barker & Stonehouse is a worthwhile consideration, and rather  
easier than trawling through the salvage yards. TV cabinet with  
two doors and one drawer, £699; wire table lamp, £99; Dime  
stool, £125. 0333 134 7528, www.barkerandstonehouse.co.uk.

 CREATURE COMFORTS
For an understated scheme, go for a combination of florals and plaids 
in muted colours. Shown here: Mayberry lampshade, from £77.50; 
William base, £125; Country collection cushions on sofa, from 
£27.50, Mayberry floor cushion, £132.50; Hedgerow and Come By 
doorstops, £34 each; all Voyage Maison, www.voyagemaison.co.uk.

 SHADOW PLAY
The Devon floor lamp, £120, from John Lewis, casts intriguing 
woodland shadows all around the room; it’s made from metal, 
stands 150cm high and is available in Taupe (pictured) or White. 
Shown with the Ercol Chiltern bench in solid oak, £450, also 
available from John Lewis. 0345 604 9049, www.johnlewis.com.





Over 300 old chandeliers for sale, many unique.
All fully restored and rewired.

www.antiquecrystalchandeliers.co.uk

Cheltenham Antique Market
54 Suffolk Road, GL50 2AQ

Tel: 01242 529812
www.antiquecrystalchandeliers.co.uk X-masX-mas
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Website: www.doorhandles.co.uk

Locks & Handles, Architectural Components Ltd
Unit 2, 25 Effie Road, Fulham, London SW6 1EL

Close to Fulham Broadway station
Tel: 020 7751 3397 Fax: 020 7736 1282 sales@knobs.co.uk

Comprehensive stocks held at the showroom of all associated architectural
ironmongery, locks & latches, hooks, brassware, electrical switch

& socket plates, taps and bathroom accessories.

London’s specialist supplier of quality
British & European Door, Window

and Cabinet Hardware



� nal touches
Bold patterns and subtle textures for 

a fresh living room
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1. Lampshades by designer Emily Humphrey, from her Signature and Harrogate 
ranges, available in four prints, from £308.40 for a drum lampshade, Copper & 
Silk, 020 8459 8772, www.copperandsilk.com. 2. Raw-fi nish cast Leaf lamp 
base and plain shade, £159 (available from February), Oka, 0844 815 7380, 
www.okadirect.com. 3. Brass six-arm chandelier with antiqued fi nish and clear 
cut-glass beads and droplets, 135cm drop, £470, Black Orchid Interiors, 0844 
854 2794, www.blackorchidinteriors.co.uk. 4. Aylesbury console table in oak 
with a vintage fi nish and brass-effect handles, 85 (h) x 110 (w) x 35cm (d), £550, 
Laura Ashley, 0333 200 8009, www.lauraashley.com. 5. Fine Boucle sisal carpet 

in Marble (top) and Fossil (underneath), available in 4m widths, £35.30 per sq 
m, Kersaint Cobb, 01675 430430, www.kersaintcobb.co.uk. 6. Hübsch pure 
wool grey plaid blanket with a orange trim, perfect over a sofa or your favourite 
armchair, 170 x 130cm, £139, At Number 67, 07518 575580, www.atnumber67.
co.uk. 7. Vintage-style lanterns and candlesticks, perfect for adding cosy 
atmosphere, from £19.50 for a lantern and from £39.50 for a candlestick, Alison 
at Home, 020 7087 2900, www.alisonathome.com. 8. Jeeves brown leather 
buttoned two-seater sofa with dipped back, 90 (h) x 175 (w) x 90cm (d) £2,095, 
Alexander & Pearl, 020 8508 0411, www.alexanderandpearl.co.uk. 
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QUILTS:
Single 76 x 104” £49
Double 96 x 104” £79
King 104 x 104” £89
Super king 115 x 104” £95

ACCESSORIES:
Cushion 16” x 16” , £15
Continental Cushion 26 “x 26” £20
Heart shaped ruffl e cushion £20
Pillow shams 20” x 30”, £15 each



Below Choose new pillows and duvets to 
make the most of a new bed. These are 
by Silentnight from The Bedding Company. 
www.thebeddingcompany.co.uk.

Above Herald Superb mattress with shallow-sprung 
Prestige divan and Achilles headboard, from £5,440 
for the king-size version, Vispring, 01752 366311, 
www.vispring.co.uk.
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Replacing a bed is a big expense, and it’s 
not a decision that should be rushed 
into. Try and set aside the time to check 

out a variety of showrooms. 
It’s worth visiting one that 
would be at the top of your 
budget, as well as stores 
that sell less costly designs; 
the differences can be eye-
opening. Once you’ve seen 
the quality, sturdiness and 
intricate workmanship of a 
traditional brass bed, and 
then added the cost of a 
good-quality mattress, it’s 
easy to understand why it’s 
possible to spend several 
thousand pounds. 

At the other end of the 
scale, there is sometimes a 
time and place where it’s 
appropriate and suitable to 
settle for less than top quality. The spare 
room/guest room, for example, may only be 
used a few times a year, so it won’t get the 
wear and tear of daily use, and you could 
easily get away with spending less. Never 
compromise on comfort though. One tip 
from the hotel trade is to always try out your 

A BEAUTIFUL BEDA BEAUTIFUL BED
Take advantage of the many styles and designs 
available to ensure the perfect night’s sleep
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guest room yourself – if you don’t fi nd it 
comfortable, your guests won’t either! 

An ornate bedframe is a real style statement 
– high-end models will last a 
lifetime and you’ll just need 
to replace the mattress every 
10 years or so. A timber, brass 
or iron bed is likely to be an 
investment buy, and if you 
choose a timeless design it 
has the potential to become 
a family heirloom. A day 
bed (such as the model from 
Loaf, overleaf) is useful for 
occasional use as a guest 
bed – look for models that 
incorporate storage so there’s 
somewhere to fold away the 
quilt and pillows when they’re 
not in use. If space in your 
home is limited, consider an 
ottoman-style bed (also shown 

overleaf). It offers a sensible and practical use of 
space, and the whole mattress and base lifts up 
for easy access to the storage area. 

‘Visit a trusted 
retailer and test beds 
with different spring 
tensions, fillings and 
sizes. Always buy the 
biggest bed possible 
for your room – the 

more space you have, 
the better the quality 

of your sleep’ 
Mike Meehan, MD, Vispring

‘On average, the lifespan of a bed 
is about seven to 10 years,’ says 
Caitlin Price, Beds and Bedroom 
Furniture Buyer for John Lewis.  
‘During their lifespan, beds tend 
to deteriorate by as much as 75%, 
meaning they provide considerably 
less support and comfort.’ 

She also warns against choosing 
a bed that’s too hard or too soft. ‘A 
good way to check is to lie on your 
back, placing your hand in the small 
of your back then trying to move it 
about. If it moves too easily, the bed 
may be too hard. If you struggle 
to move your hand, the bed could 
be too soft. Ideally you want to 
have just a little resistance. We 
recommend you try a bed out in all 
of the different sleeping positions 
that you tend to use and test a 
selection of beds for comparison.’

Perfect partners

Beds for life

Comfortable bedding is as 
important as a comfortable bed, 
and it can be a matter of trial 
and error fi nding the perfect 
combination of linen, duvet and 
pillows. If you like the idea of silk 
bedding and silk-fi lled duvets, 
pillows and mattress toppers, 
try Gingerlily (0843 216 9902, 
www.gingerlily.co.uk). For a wide 
selection of bedding, including 
feather, wool, cashmere and 
hollowfi bre fi lled duvets, with 
tog ratings from 4.5 (coolest) 
to 15 (warmest), visit The 
Bedding Company at www.
thebeddingcompany.co.uk.
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STORAGE DRAWERS
Quercus Beds, 01777 869669, 
www.quercusbeds.co.uk

Storage drawers are invaluable when 
you need somewhere to put spare 
bedlinen or even to store out-of-
season clothes. These drawers have 
tongue-and-groove base panels, and 
are built into the base of the bed to 
offer strength and stability. Two- or 
four-drawer designs are available. 
Shown here is The Derwent sleigh bed, 
from £1,715 for a double bedstead; 
underbed drawers are £673; mattress 
is available separately. 

SUPER STORAGE
The Storage Bed, 020 8451 6999, 
www.thestoragebed.co.uk

If storage space is at a premium, go 
for an ottoman-style bed – where the 
whole base and mattress can be raised 
up to reveal the huge storage area that 
uses the entire bed base without looking 
bulky (the frame is only 2cm larger 
than the mattress). This bed comes in 
six sizes, with an elegant and unfussy 
look that will sit well within a more 
decorative period scheme. The 
Air model is shown with sprung 
beech slats, from £835 for a double.

DECORATIVE WOODEN 
BEDSTEAD
And So To Bed, 0808 144 4343,
www.andsotobed.co.uk 

The Eloise bed is made from solid cherry 
wood with a woven lattice design. The 
rich sheen is produced by four coats 
of lacquer and a fi nal wax fi nish. It’s 
a decorative piece, with cabriole-style 
legs, and has a matching bedside chest, 
chest of drawers and mirror available. It 
costs from £4,725, and comes in king 
and super king sizes. It’s a beautiful 
investment piece; choose your mattress 
from the And So To Bed range, which 
includes models by Vispring. 

SIMPLE STYLE
John Lewis, 0345 604 9049, 
www.johnlewis.com 

The Croft Collection from John Lewis 
includes the simple Lomond bedstead, 
with a low foot end and a pared-down 
spindle-style bedhead. It’s shown here 
in a Grey painted fi nish with natural 
oak, and is also available in plain 
natural oak. It has a sprung slatted 
base and comes in double, king and 
super king sizes; there’s also a four-
poster version. From £799 for a double 
bed in Grey. A good mid-priced choice 
for a country home.

SINGLE DAY BED
Loaf, 0845 468 0698, www.loaf.com

If you’re looking for an occasional use 
guest bed for a study or second sitting 
room, the Jeepers daybed, £725, from 
Loaf, could be just the job. It’s made 
in weathered oak, with a generous 
storage compartment beneath the 
slatted lift-up lid/mattress base to store 
throws and pillows when not in use. 
The handmade, tufted mattress is fi lled 
with cotton wadding and has a natural 
linen cover: overall measurements are 
49 x (h) x 90 (w) x 190cm (l); bolsters 
are an additional £40 each and 
measure 70cm (l) x 30cm (d). BEAUTY OF BRASS

The Wrought Iron & Brass Bed 
Company, 01485 542516, www.
wroughtironandbrassbed.co.uk

This family-run company producing 
handmade beds in Norfolk has come 
up with a new design – the Raw 
Oliver, which is based on its bestselling 
Oliver bed but fi nished in an industrial 
pewter fi nish in grey, with blue-black 
undertones. Available in 3ft and 4ft 
single sizes, as well as double, king and 
super king, it costs £674 for a double, 
and comes with a sprung, slatted base; 
mattress available separately. 
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A traditional bathroom 
can look luxurious if you 

follow a few style pointers. 
A roll-top bath and a 

pedestal basin will provide 
a touch of grandeur; then 
choose hardwood flooring 
and patterned wallpaper 

to complete the look. 
Edwardian three-piece suite, 

£557; bath/shower mixer, 
£169, basin mixer, £39.

www.bathrooms.com. 

CLASSIC SPLENDOUR



IN THE BATHROOM
Make a New Year’s resolution to give the bathroom a 
pop of colour and some luxurious finishing touches

3 GORGEOUS TREAT-YOURSELF BATHMATS 
For stockists 
turn to page

112
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Brightly scented
Scented candles are always a 
delight, and if you light one before 
stepping into a hot bath the scent 
seems to linger and swirl around 
for ages. Try Paddywax Relish 
scented candles in Ocean Tide & 
Sea Salt, Salted Grapefruit, Blood 
Orange & Citrus or Lavender 
& Thyme: small, £9.95; large, 
£19.95; from Edited. 01273 
604006, www.edited.co.uk. 

SHINING LIGHTS
Graceful bathroom 
lights are diffi cult to 
fi nd and, of course, 
it’s important to 
select lighting 
from ranges that 
are specifi cally 
designed for 
the purpose. 
The Burlington 
Bathrooms range 
from the Pure Bathroom 
Collection is IP44 rated when 
used within the appropriate 
zones (for example, it’s not 
suitable for use inside a 

shower cubicle). 
Clear Vase light, 
300mm (h), and 
Frosted Cup 
light, 275mm (h), 
£175 each, 0845 
634 4321, www.
purebathroom 
collection.co.uk.

From left: Circular Park mosaic pattern bath rug in turquoise and yellow, 70cm (dia), £116; 
Giverny bath rug in blue, 60 x 100cm, also comes in a larger size, from £110; Purple Fiore bath rug 

in a vibrant, oversized fl ower design, 125cm (dia), £240; all by Abyss & Habidecor at Amara. 

A touch of class
� e delicately scrolled design 
of these ceramic accessories 
from George Home are an 
a� ordable way of giving the 
bathroom a new look for the 
New Year. Antique Damask 
accessories in lavender cost 
£3 for the tumbler, £4 for the 
soap dish and £5 for the soap 
dispenser, which could just as 
easily be used for shampoo or 
lotions. www.george.com.

Tip  bathtime beauties
Collecting old perfume bottles to display 
in the bathroom cabinet looks lovely, 
but some of them can be rather grubby. 
Instead of harsh cleaners, we favour a soak 
in a bowl of hot water with a sprinkle of 
bicarbonate of soda. Rub with a baking soda 
paste for stubborn spots. And for cleaning 
inside narrow bottles, invest in Lakeland’s 
Magic Balls, £5.99, that can be swooshed 
around with washing-up liquid to get rid of 
stains. www.lakeland.co.uk.

RAINBOW SHADESRAINBOW SHADES
Dark days will seem more cheerful 

with these bright Etoile towels. Shades 
include Mimosa (top) and Figue 

(bottom), from £45 for a hand towel, 
by Yves Delorme at Occa Home. 0330 

363 0330, www.occa-home.com.
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ENTER ONLINE BY VISITING:
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Closing date: 31st January 2015

Terms and conditions Entries close at midnight on 31 January 2015 and the winner will be drawn on 14 February 2015. The winner will be notifi ed within 28 days of the close of entries. Prize includes a three-night stay for two people in 
a superior room with breakfast each morning and dinner each evening. The winner can choose either three rounds of golf for two or two individual spa treatments. The prize valid for four months from the date of notifi cation, subject to 
availability. Winner and guest must 18 or over. **Offer based on two adults sharing a double/twin Resort Room, valid until 30 April 2015, excluding Bank Holidays and subject to availability of allocated rooms at the time of booking. Bookings 
must be made by 28 February 2015. Guests must be 18 or over. A single supplement applies. The draw is fi nal and no correspondence will be entered into. Entry is free. Open to residents of the UK aged over 18. Employees of Kelsey Media 
and their family members are not eligible to win. Only one entry permitted per person, no bulk entries will be accepted. The fi rst correct entry drawn after the closing date will win. There is no cash alternative and the prize is not transferable. 
We reserve the right to cancel the promotion if circumstances change that are beyond our control. By entering you agree to be bound by all the rules and agree that your surname and county may be released if you win. By providing personally 
identifi able information when entering this promotion, you are agreeing that we may use it to provide you with on-going information about our products and services, although you can unsubscribe at any time, if you wish to do so. Period 
Homes & Interiors is a Kelsey Media brand. Kelsey Media will only ever use your information in line with its Multi Layered Privacy Notice. For full details, visit www.kelsey.co.uk. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data 
indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we may contact you about products and services that we believe to be of relevance to you.

St Mellion International Resort is set 
in 450 acres of beautiful Cornish 
countryside, close to the seaside 

towns of Looe and Polperro. This four-
star hotel has a fabulous indoor leisure 
complex with three swimming pools and 
a full-scale health club, which guests can 
enjoy complimentary use of, along with 
an Elemis spa and two championship 
golf courses, including the UK’s fi rst Jack 
Nicklaus-designed Signature course.

One lucky Period Homes & Interiors 
reader will win a superb three-night 
break for two in a superior room, with 
full English breakfast each morning and 
dinner in the Brasserie each evening, 
including a tasting menu inclusive of 
wines on one of the evenings. 

The prize also includes either three 
rounds of golf for two people, with use of 

a buggy on each of the days, or two spa 
treatments each and full use of the leisure 
facilities, including the pool complex, gym 
and tennis courts. 

This luxurious hotel provides a 
fresh, unexpected alternative to more 
traditional resort accommodation in the 
West Country with a unique blend of 
contemporary style, exceptional facilities 
and wonderful Cornish hospitality. The 
highly skilled spa team offer a menu of 
carefully selected treatments for both men 

One reader will win a pampering three-night stay for two at St Mellion International Resort

Entries close at midnight on 31 January 2015 and the winner will be drawn on 14 February 2015. The winner will be notifi ed within 28 days of the close of entries. Prize includes a three-night stay for two people in 

rounds of golf for two people, with use of 

carefully selected treatments for both men 

All readers can save up to 45% on 
a relaxing break at the St Mellion 
International Resort, paying just £115** 

per person for a two-night stay 
in standard accommodation, 
based on double occupancy, 
including breakfast and dinner 
one evening at the Brasserie 
restaurant (excluding drinks). 
You can upgrade to a Superior 
Room for just £20 per night. 
To book, telephone the hotel 
on 01579 352001 and quote 
Period Homes & Interiors. 

READER OFFER

and women, including aromatherapy 
and thalassotherapy, to rejuvenate you 
from head to toe. Visitors can enjoy a 
15% discount when booking in advance.

For further information about the hotel, 
visit www.st-mellion.co.uk.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Looks Familiar
Gogglebox favourites Stephanie and Dominic Parker 
have put their house on the market for £3.5 million. 
The Salutation is a 16-bedroom mansion designed by 
Sir Edwin Lutyens and is currently run as a B&B. 
Boasting the gold living room made famous on 
the Channel 4 series, the property in Kent has 3.5 
acres of land, seven reception rooms and secondary 
accommodation, and is on the market with Knight 
Frank, 01892 515035, www.knightfrank.co.uk.   

A Place in the Sun Live is 
the UK’s only dedicated 
overseas property show 
and a great place to fi nd 
your dream property abroad. 
Bringing together agents and 
developers from around the 
world, the show is divided 
into zones, each offering free 
seminars about the buying 
process for that region. The 
next show is at Manchester 
Central from 13-15 March 
2015; tickets cost £15 a pair. 
www.aplaceinthesun.com. 

of over 50s with an 
interest-only mortgage say 

their underperforming 
endowment 

won’t pay it off. 

garages are used to store 
household clutter rather 

than park a car. 

of people consider layout 
to be the most important 

aspect of their home.

Source Redrow Homes, www.redrow.co.uk.

Stay secure
Keeping your property secure is a priority 
during the winter months as statistics 
show a rise in burglaries at this time of 
year. ‘Winter claims last year cost 12% 
more compared to summer as thieves on 
the hunt for an easy target use the cover 
of darkness to their advantage,’ says 
Martyn Foulds, Senior Claims Manager 
at Halifax Insurance. Stay protected by 
keeping doors and windows locked, even 
when you’re at home, and � t security 
lights. It’s also a good idea to mark 
possessions with a UV pen or etch your 
postcode on metal items such as bikes, 
and don’t leave keys hidden in obvious 
places such as under door mats or bins.  

‘Low interest rates, 
supported by good 
communication 

between borrowers, 
lenders and money 

advisers, means that 
mortgage arrears 
and repossessions 

continue to decline.’ 
Paul Smee, Director General, 
Council of Mortgage Lenders, 

www.cml.org.uk.
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BUYING ABROAD

Viewers of the hit Channel 4 
series don’t get to see the 

stunning gardens of The 
Salutation, which are inspired 

by Gertrude Jekyll.

10.6
million

two 
thirds

Nearly half 
of Britain’s 

Source RAC Home Insurance, www.rac.co.uk.

68%

More than

Source Saga Personal Finance, www.saga.co.uk.
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Do you have a beautiful period home for sale? 
Email the details, plus a high-resolution image (300dpi) of the exterior to phi.ed@kelsey.co.uk. If your home is suitable for inclusion in the 
property section, a fee of £60 for subscribers, and £100 for non-subscribers, will be charged. Make your cheque payable to Period Homes & 
Interiors magazine (including subscription number if applicable) and send to On the Market, Period Homes & Interiors, Kelsey Media, Cudham 
Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG. We work three months in advance and properties are chosen at the Editor’s discretion.

OUR TOP 20 
PROPERTIES
From rural living to homes with history, 
here’s our pick of the best houses for sale

ON THE MARKET | PROPERTY
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RIPPINGALE, LINCOLNSHIRE 
PRICE: £830,000

Set deep in the Lincolnshire countryside, Down Hall is a beautiful six-bedroom 
family house with a detached two-bedroom cottage. Surrounded by farmland 
and bounded by a stream, the property was built in 1725 and has 4.35 acres 
of land. Downstairs there’s a drawing room, sitting room and kitchen/breakfast 
room. From the kitchen there’s a long atrium-style hall with eye-catching glass 
roof lantern and chequerboard fl oor that leads to a stunning garden room 
with triple-aspect views, underfl oor heating and three sets of double doors 
that can be thrown open on to the terrace. There’s also a study, utility room 
and boot room. Upstairs there are four principal bedrooms at the front of the 
house, including a master bedroom suite and a family bathroom. A second 
staircase leads to two more double bedrooms and a bathroom. The separate 
cottage was converted from a former dovecote/barn and has two vaulted 
bedrooms, wet room, kitchen/diner and a sitting room. Outside, two gravel 
driveways and a lawn with mature trees give a park-like feel to the surroundings. 
Smiths Gore, 01780 484696, www.smithsgore.co.uk.

01   

PEBWORTH, WORCESTERSHIRE
PRICE: £650,000

Pebworth Barn is a traditional property in 
the heart of this attractive village, known as 
one of the Shakespeare villages. Situated 
approximately nine miles from Stratford-
Upon-Avon, on the borders of Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, the 
property is a converted Grade II listed 
17th-century timber-framed wool barn with 
red brick west end wall. The ground fl oor 
comprises a dining hall, sitting room with 
inglenook fi replace, 19-foot family kitchen/dining 
room with adjoining utility room and a shower 
room. The master bedroom has a wonderful 
vaulted ceiling and is located on the fi rst fl oor, 
along with four further bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. Outside there’s a south-facing rear 
garden, storeroom and a detached home offi ce 
with shower room. RA Bennett & Partners, 
01386 388062, www.rabennett.co.uk.

02

Dream
property
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FROXFIELD, HAMPSHIRE
£1,650,000

Greycroft is a village gem and a comfortable 
four-bedroom house set within a stunning 
English country garden. The house has been 
extended and the small brick and fl int cottage 
now has extensions at either end providing 
an elegant drawing room and a stunning 
vaulted oak-framed yoga/garden room. The 
traditional kitchen with painted units and Aga 
links directly to the large 27-foot sitting/family 
room with log burner for cosy winter evenings. 
Upstairs there are four double bedrooms, one 
of which is en-suite, and a family bathroom. 
There is also a loft room complete with ladder. 
Outside the beautiful one-acre garden has a 
pond, small orchard and a terrace with views 
over the garden and a glimpse of the South 
Downs in the distance. Wilson Hill, 01730 
262600, www.wilsonhill.co.uk.

HEXHAM, NORTHUMBERLAND 
PRICE: £1,500,000

Brunton House is a wonderful country house, 
complete with four-bedroom annexe, with 
views over the North Tyne Valley. Built of local 
stone, the interior has good architectural detail 
with elegant plasterwork, fi replaces, stone and 
wooden fl oors and wooden shutters in all of the 
main rooms. The house has been refurbished to 
create a downstairs space that fl ows beautifully. 
A wood-burning stove in the centre of the hallway 
gives a warm welcome, while the dining room 
has columns either side of the bay window that 
mirror those in the hall. Adjacent to the dining 
room is a conservatory and a traditional kitchen 
with oil-fi red Aga. There’s also a utility room, 
boot room and cellar. Upstairs there are six 
well-proportioned bedrooms, three with en-suite 
bathrooms, and a further family bathroom. Knight 
Frank, 0131 222 9600, www.knightfrank.co.uk.

HAWKEDON, SUFFOLK
PRICE: £399,950

March Hare Cottage dates back to 1480 and is 
a quirky chocolate-box cottage with a wealth of 
character. The property comprises family room 
with large inglenook fi replace and original brick 
hearth, large sitting room with double doors and 
another large inglenook fi replace with bread oven, 
dining room with original brick fl oor, kitchen, 
conservatory and a shower/utility room. The fi rst 
fl oor is accessed via two separate staircases 
leading to four bedrooms and a family bathroom. 
The property is set behind a recently renovated 
brick-and-fl int wall with a driveway leading to the 
delightful front garden and impressive timber-
framed double garage. To the rear of the property 
is a stunning landscaped garden with patio area, 
pergola and three outbuildings, including a fun 
and quite rare thatched wendy house. Bedfords, 
01284 769999, www.bedfords.co.uk.

ASH, KENT 
PRICE: £850,000

Guilton House is an elegant Grade II-listed 
Georgian property with an edge-of-village 
location and beautiful arched Gothic sash 
windows. The property has delightful rooms and 
is packed with period features such as wooden 
shutters, original fi replaces and deep coved 
ceilings with central ceiling roses. The good-size 
kitchen has a fi replace recess with exposed 
bressumer that houses an Aga. The separate 
breakfast room has a semi-vaulted ceiling 
and fl agstone fl ooring. Upstairs there are four 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. The property 
also has an open-plan reception hall/drawing 
room, utility room, hobby room, wine cellar and 
storage. Outside there’s a topiary garden, 
gravel parking area and a courtyard with a timber 
framed workshop. Jackson-Stops & Staff, 01227 
781600, www.jackson-stops.co.uk.

SHERBORNE, DORSET
PRICE: £350,000

Number 6 The Old Green is a Grade II-listed 
character townhouse, set within a courtyard 
with gated access and located a stone’s 
throw from the historic town centre. Originally 
a Georgian coaching Inn and later part of 
Sherborne School, the property has generously 
proportioned rooms with good ceiling height 
and sash windows. The property has an 
entrance hall, living room and kitchen/diner 
on the ground fl oor. On the fi rst fl oor there is 
a large en-suite bedroom and a landing area 
that would make an ideal study. On the second 
fl oor there are two double bedrooms and a 
bathroom. The front garden is paved and 
enclosed with decorative wrought-iron railings 
and there’s a parking space within a secured 
courtyard. Orchard Estates, 01460 477977, 
www.orchardestates.com.

04   05   

06   LADDINGFORD, KENT
PRICE: £1,395,000

Laddingford Farm Oast is a brick-built 
triple oast house with a timber-frame barn. 
The principal reception rooms comprise a 
double-aspect drawing room with views over 
the garden, along with a dining room and a 
sitting room, both located in roundels. The 
kitchen is situated in the third roundel and 
has an adjoining breakfast room. Upstairs 
there’s a galleried landing. The master suite is 
located in a roundel and has a dressing room, 
en-suite bathroom with separate WC and a 
curved staircase that leads to a vaulted ceiling 
bedroom. There are three further bedrooms, 
two of which are located in roundels, and a 
family bathroom. The property also has an 
indoor swimming pool and a separate studio 
with adjoining garaging. Fine & Country, 
01732 222272, www.fi neandcountry.com.

08   07   
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HUDSWELL, NORTH YORKSHiRE 
PRiCE: £510,000

Highfield House is a classic stone property, 
dating from around the early 1800s. It is centrally 
located within the village and lies about two miles 
from the Georgian market town of Richmond. 
The living room has a stone fireplace and window 
seats. The formal dining room has double doors 
leading to a spacious breakfast kitchen, which 
has views over the garden and open countryside 
beyond. From the kitchen there is a useful utility 
area and cloakroom. A stunning conservatory 
is at the heart of the home and provides a link 
between the kitchen and living room. Upstairs 
there are four bedrooms, including an en-suite 
master bedroom and a family bathroom. The 
house is heated by oil-fired central heating and 
outside there’s a charming garden with several 
outbuildings. Smiths Gore, 01325 370500,  
www.smithsgore.co.uk.

WESTHiLL, iNvERNESS
PRiCE: £365,000

Birchwood is located in the popular Cradlehall 
area of Inverness and enjoys easy access to 
the Scottish countryside. The house is on the 
edge of a wooded glade and looks across to 
majestic Ben Wyvis in the north and towards 
Loch Ness in the west. Inside, the sitting room 
and staircase both have mahogany panelled 
walls and most rooms have their original timber 
floors. The kitchen has shaker-style units and 
the garden room, with its double-height ceiling 
and freestanding multi-fuel stove, makes a  
great sitting and entertaining area. Off this is a 
double bedroom with en-suite shower room. 
Upstairs there are four bedrooms, two of which 
are en-suite, and a family bathroom. There are 
grounds of around half an acre and there’s a 
garage and greenhouse. CKD Galbraith,  
01463 224343, www.ckdgalbraith.co.uk.

WiLLERSEY, WORCESTERSHiRE
PRiCE: £2,000,000

The elegant Old Rectory is located in prime 
Cotswold country. The drawing room has an 
open fireplace and 18th-century mantelpiece, 
exposed beams and sash windows with 
original shutters, and the dining room has a 
corner fireplace with a slate mantelpiece and an 
attractive Gothic moulded cornice. The kitchen 
has an inglenook with Aga and there’s a walk-in 
larder, connecting laundry room, garden room 
and a small study. There’s a beautiful sitting room 
on the first-floor mezzanine and six bedrooms, 
including an en-suite master bedroom suite 
with an open fireplace, spread over the two 
upper floors. The property sits in almost half 
an acre and includes a brick-built coach house 
that has been converted into garaging and a 
home office. Jackson-Stops & Staff, 01386 
840224, www.jackson-stops.co.uk.

WOOLPiT, SUFFOLK  
PRiCE: £345,000

Timbers is a Grade II-listed semi-detached 
three-bedroom cottage believed to date back 
to the early 15th century that boasts a wealth 
of character and charm, including inglenook 
fireplaces, exposed timbers and stud work. 
The property is centrally located in the thriving 
village, which is noted for its period architecture, 
with the skyline dominated by the magnificent 
parish church of St Mary. Traditionally decorated 
throughout, the sitting room is a light, double-
aspect room and the grand dining room with 
brick floor and mullion window with views into 
the kitchen is a cosy entertaining space. The 
kitchen has garden views and an adjoining utility 
room. Upstairs there’s a large master bedroom, 
two further bedrooms and a bathroom. Outside 
there’s a pond and partially walled garden. David 
Burr, 01359 245245, www.davidburr.co.uk.

BACKWELL, SOMERSET 
PRiCE: £875,000

Gables is a beautiful period farmhouse that has 
been updated and modernised sympathetically 
by its present owners to a high standard, yet 
retains much of its original charm and character 
with many period features still intact. The property 
has the advantage of planning permission 
granted for a detached two-storey house in 
the rear garden that could make a home for 
dependent relatives. The ground floor comprises 
sitting room, snug, dining room, conservatory, 
kitchen/breakfast room and study. The first floor 
has a master en-suite bedroom plus three further 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. The second 
floor has a bedroom and hobby room. The cellar 
is accessed from outside and there’s a detached 
double garage, gardens with sweeping lawns 
and a covered courtyard area. Parker’s, 01275 
463096, www.parkers-estate-agents.com.

BiLLERiCAY, ESSEX 
PRiCE: £795,000

If you’re looking for a property with the wow 
factor then Crays Hall Cottage may fit the bill. 
The Grade II-listed church conversion has 
been converted into a spacious family home 
and retains many original features such as 
stained-glass windows and timber beams. The 
church is steeped in history, originally serving 
the lord of the manor and farm workers, and 
dates back to the 15th century. Downstairs 
there’s a large lounge with vaulted ceiling, 
kitchen, bathroom and two bedrooms. There 
are two further bedrooms and a shower room 
on the first-floor mezzanine level. The property 
enjoys uninterrupted views of the countryside 
and is within a short drive of both Billericay and 
Wickford, and within easy travelling distance  
of London. Fine & Country, 01227 654555, 
www.fineandcountry.com.
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DartmOUth, DeVOn 
PrICe: £725,000

St Barnabas House was originally built for the 
Admiralty in the 1870s and was owned by  
The Crown Estates until the 1970s. The 
detached house is arranged over four floors 
and has wonderful views over the River Dart. 
The light and spacious accommodation 
includes a dining room and a large sitting 
room with sunroom, which together provide 
an open-plan living area with exposed wooden 
flooring and views of the pretty harbour. The 
kitchen/breakfast room has two arched sash 
windows and leads out onto a large decked 
terrace with steps leading to a landscaped 
garden. There are three double bedrooms,  
one of which is en-suite, and a family 
bathroom. The property has a garage  
located in Lake Street. Marchand Petit,  
01803 839190, www.marchandpetit.co.uk.

taCOLneStOn, nOrFOLk
PrICe: £1,400,000

High Park is an elegant Georgian property built  
in 1830 in Queen Anne style. Situated 11 miles 
from Norwich, it has eight bedrooms, two of 
which are en-suite, five reception rooms and 
extensive outbuildings with planning permission 
to create an additional annexe. Rooms are well 
proportioned with good ceiling height and the 
whole house is extremely light with large sash 
windows throughout. The kitchen/garden room  
at the rear of the house is a stunning 24-foot 
space with underfloor heating, a Sicilian marble 
floor and painted cabinetry. There are five  
good-sized bedrooms, including the master  
suite on the first floor, and the second floor  
has three bedrooms, a sitting room and a 
bathroom. Outside there’s a heated swimming 
pool, summerhouse and pond. Savills,  
01603 229256, www.savills.com.

CartheW, COrnWaLL
PrICe: £875,000

Carthew House is a five-bedroom property in  
an elevated position with uninterrupted views,  
set in about 30 acres with a range of modern  
and traditional stone-built outbuildings and 
a heated swimming pool. Located 2.5 miles 
from St Austell, there’s an impressive 21-foot 
kitchen/breakfast room with vaulted ceiling and 
exposed A frames, while the large lounge has a 
full-height feature fireplace with multi-fuel stove. 
The property itself has been greatly improved 
with replacement timber double-glazed windows, 
oil-fired central heating, two en-suite bathrooms 
added to the second floor, and a shower room 
and laundry room added to the ground floor. 
The outbuildings, some of which are ripe for 
conversion, are set around two courtyards,  
and there’s also a large greenhouse. Jefferys, 
01579 342400, www.jefferys.uk.com.

ChrIShaLL, eSSeX
PrICe: £550,000

Number 3 The Old School House is a pretty 
period cottage forming part of the original 
Victorian village school. Set in the heart of the 
village, the property has been extended and 
retains many original features. Downstairs you’ll 
find a dining room with wood flooring and brick 
fireplace, inner hall with cloakroom and bath/
shower room and a sitting room with a large 
open fireplace. The contemporary kitchen/
breakfast room has a vaulted ceiling and opens 
into the conservatory/family room. There’s also 
a study and a utility room on this floor. Upstairs 
boasts a master bedroom with Juliet balcony, 
dressing room and an en-suite shower room. 
There are three further bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. The large garden has a decked area 
with an enclosed seven-seat hot tub. Mullucks 
Wells, 01799 520520, www.mullucks.co.uk.

haSLemere, SUrreY
PrICe: £599,000

Number 40 Courts Hill Road is an attractive 
three-bedroom detached property within walking 
distance of the town and station. The house is 
traditionally decorated and the distinctive hipped 
roof sets the tone for the character features, 
which include an open fire and antique pine 
panelled doors. The double-aspect sitting room 
has a brick and tile fireplace, exposed beams 
and views across Haslemere. The dining room 
overlooks the front, while running across the rear 
is the kitchen. Upstairs there are three bedrooms 
and a good-sized bathroom. Between the third 
bedroom and the bathroom is a small dressing 
room that could be used to extend the bedroom, 
if needed. The rear garden is set on two levels 
and has delightful views. The house also comes 
with the benefit of an attached garage. Keats, 
01428 661622, www.keats.biz.
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BIShOPS StOrtFOrD,  
hertFOrDShIre PrICe: £995,000

The Gosling is Grade II listed and forms part of 
a Gothic mansion. The three-bedroom property 
offers majestic proportions and comprises 
spectacular drawing room, mezzanine dining hall, 
fitted kitchen, gym, master bedroom with its own 
sitting area and en-suite shower room, two further 
bedrooms and an en-suite and family bathroom. 
An oak entrance door opens into a hallway with a 
staircase that rises to the upper floors and period 
panel doors open into the drawing room with 
arched bay windows and an original fireplace with 
marble surround. The mezzanine floor boasts 
a bespoke kitchen and galleried dining room 
with wrought-iron balustrade that overlooks the 
drawing room. The master bedroom suite has a 
sunken bath and the guest room opens on to a 
balcony terrace. Fine & Country, 01279 757500, 
www.fineandcountry.com.   



Style Essentials...

advertisement promotion

BATHE IN STYLE
WITH HUDSON REED
Hudson Reed launches a spectacular new 
range of freestanding baths in September 
2014 - manufactured from 4mm Lucite® 
acrylic, with concealed overflow and push 
button waste for a minimalist finish and 
reinforced metal bars for increased 
rigidity, plus a lifetime guarantee for your 
peace of mind.

There are several designs to choose from 
and you can customise the baths with 
your choice of feet. The Kendrick and 
Dartford baths offer a twist on the classic 
slipper bath design and are ideal for a 
traditional bathroom when coupled with 
the claw or ball & claw feet.  If you prefer 
a double ended bath, choose the 
Sutherland or Wycombe models and 
share the love!

To view these stunning new baths,      
plus more great new products, visit                           
www.hudsonreedbathrooms.co.uk.

Hudson Reed
www.hudsonreedbathrooms.co.uk

SHAWS OF DARWEN
CLASSIC DOUBLE 
BOWL SINK
Creative design and superb craftsmanship are 
combined in the Shaws Classic Collection of 
fireclay ceramic sinks.  Produced in England, 
the sinks are of contemporary design and 
create a stylish collection.  The Classic 
Collection is a unique range of sinks 
manufactured to appeal to almost any style 
of kitchen, as the trend today is to mix both 
modern and traditional. 

This Classic Double Bowl sink comes with a 
central dividing wall and is available in both 
white and biscuit finishes.  Each bowl has 
central 3½” waste outlets for basket strainer 
or waste disposer plus round overflows.  This 
sink is available in two sizes, 800 and 1000 
and requires bespoke cabinetry and due to 
their weight, Shaws recommend that they are 
professionally installed.  The Classic Double 
Bowl is the perfect choice for a busy kitchen 
looking for a multi-purpose sink especially in 
new build or refurbishment projects.  

Every Shaws sink is individually handcrafted, 
making them ‘simply the best in the world’.  
Visit www.shawsofdarwen.com to see the full 
range of sinks, exclusive range of 
complementary taps and accessories.

Shaws of Darwen
Tel:  01254 775111
Fax: 01254 873462
www.shawsofdarwen.com

NEW STEYNING TOWEL 
RAIL SIZES FROM
JIS EUROPE
JIS EUROPE of Haywards Heath has added 
three new widths to their heated towel rail 
named the STEYNING. The towel rail is 
manufactured in an elegant round section 
shape with sixteen horizontal rails giving an 
appearance of refined luxury with ample 
choice for towel hanging.

The STEYNING is 1000mm high is now 
manufactured in 300mm, 400mm and 620 
widths as well as the existing 520mm. It can be 
used in central heating, electric or dual fuel 
formats, which allow the rail to be heated 
when the central heating is turned off.

The STEYNING towel rail is manufactured in 
100% stainless steel pressure tested to 12 Bar 
and is available in polished finish with brushed 
satin finish available to order making this 
radiator durable and hygienic and it is covered 
by a 25 year guarantee.

For further information please contact:
Nicola Grant
JIS Europe Ltd. Warehouse 2, Nash Lane, 
Scaynes Hill, Haywardsheath, West Sussex, 
RH17 7NJ.  Tel: 01444 831200
Fax: 01444 831900
Email: info@Jiseurope.co.uk
Web: www.sussexrange.co.uk

JIS EUROPE LTD
Tel: 01444 831200
www.sussexrange.co.uk
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BEDS CHIMNEY BALLOONS FLOORING

FLOORING

 CHANDELIERS

Join us in our 
March issue

Window
Dressing
Feature
On Sale

13th February

DECORATIVE FILM

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS

House Signs, House Plaques, Lead Statues,Garden Fountains UK

Please visit www.periodsigns.co.uk or alternatively call for
a brochure - Tel: 07912940977 0845 873 7028

Please visit www.periodsigns.co.uk or alternatively
call for a brochure - Tel: 07912 940977

Bromleighs
Anything less is a compromise

T: 01208 79490
www.bromleighs.com

Sockets & Switches
Lighting ● Hardware

CORK FLOOR TILES ARE WARM
RESILIENT AND HARD WEARING
Tiles 3.2mm, 4.75mm, 6.4mm and 8.0mm thick

WAXED from £16.95sq.mt.COLOURED CORK from
£19.15sq.mt. ACRYLIC SEALED £15.08sq.mt.

WICANDERS clear PVC surface for heavier
wear from £37.20sq.mt. 23 designs

CORK ROLL fOR NOTICEbOARDS, ACOUSTIC UNDERLAY
PROmPT EX-STOCK NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
SIESTA CORK TILE CO.,
CROyDON, SuRREy
Tel: 020 8683 4055

www.siestacorktiles.co.uk
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GIFTSFURNITURE

OAK BUILDINGS OUTDOOR COATINGS

INSURANCE

HANDMADE FURNITURE

The Handmade Sofa Company Ltd
Unit 4, Manor Farm Business Centre, Gussage St Michael, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 5HT

Tel: 01258 841 414 www.handmadesofacompany.co.uk

Made in any fabric or leather in any size and delivered anywhere. Free sample service available.

HH
H A M L E T

To: Climatised Coatings (UK) Ltd, 105 Weston Grove, Chester CH2 1QP

or tel: 01244 378488www.climatisedcoatings.co.uk
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PROPERTY

SELL YOUR
HOME THOUGH

Do you have a beautiful
period home for sale? If
so, send the details to:

Dear Period Homes &

Interiors, Please find

enclosed a picture of my

home that I would like to

include in your property

for sale section. Many

thanks

Dear Period Homes & 

Interiors, Please fi nd 

enclosed a picture of my 

home that I would like to 

include in your property 

for sale section. Many 

HOME THOUGH

Email the details, plus a high-resolution image (300dpi or 1MB) of the
exterior to phi.ed@kelsey.co.uk. Properties are chosen at the Editor’s
discretion. If your home is suitable for inclusion in the property
section of the magazine, a fee of £50 for subscribers, and £100 for
non-subscribers will be charged. Make your cheque payable to Period
Homes & Interiors magazine (including your subscription number if
applicable) and send to On the Market, Period Homes & Interiors
magazine, Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham,
Kent TN16 3AG. Please note, we work three months in advance.

On the
market

phi.ed@kelsey.co.uk

RESTORATION

RECLAMATION AND SALVAGE

ACE RECLAMATION
Our stock includes fire surrounds (wood and
marble), cast fire inserts, fireplace accessories,
flagstones, oak and pine flooring, chimney pots,
weathered bricks, cast iron radiators, paviours,
over 400 original doors,Victorian bathroomware,
roll top baths, spindles, butler sinks, railway
sleepers, roof tiles and slates, unique garden

pieces including troughs, urns and staddle stones.

Open Mon – Fri 8.30 – 5.00. Sat 9.00 – 2.00.

Ace Reclamation & Salvage
The Reclamation Centre, PineView, Barrack Road,
West Parley, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8UB.

T: 01202 579222
E: info@acereclamation.com

www.acereclamation.com

A

Bridgend, SOUTHWALES

www.theodorereclamation.co.uk
Tel: 01656 648936
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STORAGE
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WRITING COURSES

Please send me FREE details of how to become a published writer:

Name:

Address:

Email:

FREE CALL
24 HRS 0800 856 2008

Being a writer can offer you a second income, extra spending money or even be a
full-time career. It’s your choice. But whatever your writing ambitions we have a
course that will help you to achieve them.

That’s because our first-class home-study creative writing course contains all you need
to know to become a successful, published writer. You learn how to write articles, short
stories, novels, TV, radio, drama and more. You are shown how to develop your writing
style, present your manuscripts, contact editors, find markets and HOW TO SELLYOUR
WORK.

What’s more, you do not need any previous writing experience to succeed on the
course as it’s suitable for the absolute beginner.

Throughout the course you will be tutored by a professional writer, who will offer
constructive feedback on your twenty marked assignments. In addition, you can count on
the support of our dedicated Student Services team who will do all they can to ensure that
you get the most out of your studies.

When you enrol, your full course is sent to you on a fifteen day trial. Your studies are
then flexible to your requirements as you have four years to complete your course.
Moreover,we offer you a full refund guarantee. If you do not earn back the equivalent
of your fees by the time you finish your course we will refund them in full.

So, if you would like to learn to earn from writing, try our risk-free course. For a
free prospectus visit our website or call our freephone number today!

Enrol online to access your course modules TODAY at: www.writersbureau.com

What our students say:

Postcode:

Why Not Be
AWriter?
Why Not Be
AWriter?

“Completing The Writers Bureau
course has made it possible for me to
attain my life-long ambition of
becoming a published writer. The level

of success I have achieved has far
outweighed what I was hoping for when

beginning the course. By the end of this year I should
have eight books already published and hopefully
two more finished.”
Michael Foley, Essex

“I thought you’d like to know that
seven years since doing my course at
WB I’ve been published in more

than150 magazines around the
world. I’ve now got to the stage where

I’m turning down all-inclusive exotic press trips!”
Cindy-Lou Dale, Kent

“So far, I have had eighteen novels
published! The Writers Bureau
helped make this possible for me.

Within six months of enrolling on my
course I was having work commissioned

by editors and I still work regularly for magazines.”
AWARD WINNING WRITER
Christina Jones, Oxfordshire

“I’ve had 30 pieces of work accepted
by various publications since I
started my Writers Bureau course –
a mere 18 months ago.

“I contemplate that fact and I am
amazed to have come so far in such a short time,
especially when I consider the severe restrictions
on the time I have available for writing. I usually
manage about three hours per week, if I’m lucky.”
Chris Green, Lincolnshire

“The amount of hours I have been able
to work have been limited but I have
earned approx £3,500 from my
writing this year. I now regularly sell

articles and am working on a book
proposal.”

Jane Redfern-Jones.

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG
The Writers Bureau
Dept 3X2111
Manchester, M3 1LE

Quote:
3X2111

www.writersbureau.com

Members of BILD
and ABCC

email: 14W1@writersbureau.com
Please include your name and address

Years of
Success25

www.facebook.com/writersbureau
www.twitter.com/writersbureau
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Welcome to our essential shopping guide, which gives you 
the contact details of the products featured in this issue
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A Adventino 
0845 120 3224, 

www.adventino.co.uk
Aga 0845 712 5207, 
www.agaliving.com
Alexander & Pearl 
020 8508 0411, 
www.alexanderandpearl.co.uk
Alison at Home 020 7087 
2900, www.alisonathome.com
Amara 0800 587 7645, 
www.amara.com
And So To Bed 
0808 144 4343, 
www.andsotobed.co.uk
AO 0844 324 9222, 
www.ao.com
Artisanti 0345 259 1410, 
www.artisanti.com
Atkin & Thyme 
0844 409 9834, 
www.atkinandthyme.co.uk

B Berry Red 
0845 450 3937, 

www.berryred.co.uk
Bertazzoni 0844 463 9705, 
www.britannialiving.co.uk
Black Orchid Interiors 
0844 854 2794, 
www.blackorchidinteriors.co.uk

C The Chandelier & 
Mirror Company 

01892 541355, www. 
chandeliersandmirrors.co.uk
The Contemporary Home 
0845 130 8229, www.tch.net

La Cornue www.lacornue.com
Crown Floors 
www.crownfl oors.co.uk

D Debenhams 
0844 800 8877, 

www.debenhams.com

E Edited 01273 604006, 
www.edited.co.uk

F Farrow & Ball 
01202 876141, 

www.farrow-ball.com
Fermoie 01672 513723, 
www.fermoie.com
The French Bedroom 
Company 01444 415430, 
www.frenchbedroom
company.co.uk

G Garden Divas 
01462 421836, 

www.gardendivas.co.uk
Garden Trading 
0845 608 4448, 
www.gardentrading.co.uk
Grange London 020 7935 
7000, www.grange-london.com
Gustavian 020 7060 2680, 
www.gustavian.com

H Harveys 
0344 847 2626, 

www.harveysfurniture.co.uk
Heal’s 020 7896 7451, 
www.heals.co.uk

Harts of Stur 0800 371355, 
www.hartsofstur.com
Heathfi eld & Co 01732 
350450, www.heathfi eld.co.uk
House of Fraser 
0345 602 1073, 
www.houseoffraser.co.uk
Howkapow 0117 942 4000, 
www.howkapow.com.

I I&JL Brown
01432 851991,

www.brownantiques.com
Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997, 
www.ianmankin.co.uk

J John Lewis 
0345 604 9049, 

www.johnlewis.com
John Lewis of Hungerford 
020 8987 9481, 
www.john-lewis.com
John Sankey 0115 946 2121 
www.johnsankey.co.uk
Jonathan Adler 
020 7589 9563, 
www.uk.jonathanadler.com 

L Laura Ashley 
0333 200 8009, 

www.lauraashley.com
Loaf 0845 468 0698, 
www.loaf.com
Lovers of Blue & White 
01763 853800, 
www.blueandwhite.com

ED ITOR IAL
phi.ed@kelsey.co.uk

CREATIVE DIRECTOR Emma Dublin
ART EDITOR Kate Holt

SUB EDITOR Zoë Balding
CONTRIBUTORS Emma Clayton, Leigh Clapp, 

Amy Curtis, Andrea Manley, Linda Parker, 
Sophie Warren-Smith 
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Reproduction in whole or part is strictly prohibited without prior permission of the publisher. The publisher 
cannot accept responsibility for errors in articles or advertisements, or for unsolicited manuscripts, photographs 
or illustrations. Kelsey Media is a registered data user, whose entries in the Data Protection Register contain 

descriptions of sources and disclosures of personal data held. If you have responded to offers/competitions and do not wish to receive product 
information from respected companies, indicate on the page your preference where offered or write to Period Homes & Interiors, Kelsey Media, 
PO Box 13, Westerham, Kent TN16 3WT. Dates and prices correct at time of going to press. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the 
publisher. Please note that paint and fabric colours may vary slightly, owing to the printing process. We recommend using tester pots and swatches 
to check all colours in situ. We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of prices displayed in Period Homes & Interiors. However, some 
of the prices set out in this issue may have changed since we went to print. Please check with the appropriate retailer for full details.
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M Made.com 
0345 450 6118,

www.made.com

Make The Most Of 
01244 345954, 
www.makethemostof.co.uk
Marks & Spencer 
0333 014 8000, 
www.marksandspencer.com
Marquis & Dawe 
01925 767611, 
www.marquisanddawe.co.uk
Multiyork 0845 303 7134, 
www.multiyork.co.uk

N Neptune 
01793 427300, 

www.neptune.com

O Oka 0844 815 7380, 
www.okadirect.com

Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110, 
www.oliverbonas.com
One Brown Cow 
01980 626420, 
www.onebrowncow.co.uk
The Orchard 
0845 643 0363, www.
theorchardhomeandgifts.com
Out There Interiors 
020 8099 7443, 
www.outthereinteriors.com

P Pastel Lane 
07949 339416, 

www.pastellane.co.uk

R Rangecookers.co.uk 
01244 402975, 

www.rangecookers.co.uk

S Shimu 0800 088 6800, 
www.shimu.co.uk

The Sofa & Chair Company 
020 8752 8935,
www.thesofaandchair.co.uk
Squint Limited 020 7739 
9275, www.squintlimited.com
Stone Age 020 7384 9090, 
www.stone-age.co.uk
Sweetpea & Willow 
0345 257 2627, 
www.sweetpeaandwillow.com

T Tesco 0800 323 4050, 
www.tesco.com

Travelling Souk, 
020 8133 0728, 
www.thetravellingsouk.com
Truffl e Shuffl e 0117 982 
8884, www.truffl eshuffl e.co.uk

W Wild & Wolf, 
01225 461049, 

www.wildandwolf.com
Wedgwood 
www.wedgwood.co.uk
Winter’s Moon 
07783 768503, www.
wintersmoon.bigcartel.com



You can shop online 
for homeware, gifts 
and accessories 
from Duck & Dog at 
www.wealdenfairs.
com/duckanddog.
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apple boxes are perfect 
for children to sit on 
and to store their shoes 
in. The double ones 
are great for storing 
magazines or kindling 
next to the fi re.

What is your favourite product 
that you sell? I love my lamps – 
I think they are beautiful. They are 
solid natural raw oak that has been 
hand-turned locally. I sketched 
what I wanted and I took it to the 
local turner. I love the fact that every 
item is unique. They are a special 
product because they 
are a once-in-a-lifetime 
purchase.

Where do you 
source your 
materials and 
your products? 
The handmade in England 
factor is really important to 
the business. I endeavour 
to use local materials as 
much as I possibly can. 
So, for example, with the 
wine racks, my husband 
chooses the wood himself. 
He dedicates his time to fi nding a 
beautiful block of wood. He then 
planes it by hand and sands it. The 
fi nal stage is drilling the holes, which 
is very time-consuming as you have 
to avoid damaging the wood.

Do you enjoy working for 
yourself? I do, as it allows me to be 

a mummy, which is hugely 
important to me. 

When I was 

working as a buyer, trying to balance 
my job with being a mother and a 
wife was incredibly diffi cult and it just 
didn’t really work. This provides a 
much better balance.

What’s the most important 
thing you’ve learnt? It’s 
very diffi cult when you are 
starting out to know where 
to source your supplies, 
ensuring you have the 
highest quality products. 
Lead times were a 

massive learning curve for me. 
Large items in particular can 
take months to arrive, so you 
have to plan ahead and try and 
predict trends. It’s diffi cult and 
there’s the odd mistake along 
the way, but you do learn from 

your mistakes.

What’s next for your business? 
I’d like to grow the business more 
on the marketing side, particularly 
expanding my social media presence. 
As of next year I also want to be able 
to commit to more fairs. Ultimately, 
I would love to have a boutique, but 
I’m not sure whether I need a retail 
space or whether it would work 
selling out of a showroom at home. 
Watch this space!

How did you get into what you 
do? I wanted to source items you 
can’t fi nd everywhere, handpicked 
and bespoke but without the high 
price tag. I used to work as a buyer in 
fashion and I saw lots of interiors and 
luxury fabrics that inspired me. After 
having children, I wanted a business 
that would suit that family lifestyle.

What is the signifi cance of the 
name Duck & Dog? To me a home 
isn’t a home without a dog. And I’ve 
always had a bit of an obsession 
with ducks – even as a child my 
cuddly toy was a duck. 

Have you always been a creative 
person? Yes, In my school days I 
would make my own ball dresses and 
I was always busy in the sewing and 
textiles room. I still love sewing now.

What was the fi rst piece you ever 
made? The apple boxes were the 
fi rst product I made for Duck & Dog. 
My husband is an apple farmer so 
we have always had lots of crates 
or ‘bushel boxes’ lying around. We 
currently source them from a local 
farmer who has gorgeous vintage 
crates. I’ve pursued the upholstery 
route so I can make the lids myself 

with just one line of 
fabrics, which I fell in 
love with. The fabrics 
I use are all vintage-
inspired, natural 
linens, handmade in 
England. The single 
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Out of the wood
Duck & Dog was set up by Holly Levett to offer 
one-off homewares crafted from local materials

Clockwise from left Vintage 
apple grate upholstered in 
Bertie print fabric, £95. Solid 
yew wine rack, £1,200. 
Holly set up Duck & Dog 
to offer individual, hand-
picked products without the 
designer price tag. Maude 
hand-turned oak lamp, £305. 



Stylish cast iron.
The genuine article,
the first choice.
Every time.

Aesthetic appearance that will never be
matched by imitations
Will last 4 times as long as imitations
Robust strength to withstand all weather
conditions
Easy jointing kits for one-day installation
with Classical Plus
Minimal maintenance - Classical Plus
coating tested to 1500 hours salt spray
and ultra violet resistance
8 Gutter profiles with circular and
rectangular downpipes
The first choice for all listed properties

Available nationwide through
quality builders merchants
Or visit our website
www.classicalrainwater.co.uk
For a copy of our brochure please visit us at:
www.saint-gobain-pam.co.uk



AND SOMEWHAT LONGER TO MASTER.
Craig & Rose have been making paint since 1829. In fact we’re the oldest independent 
paint manufacturer in the UK– almost the oldest in the world. The real benefit of having
traded generation upon generation is that we’re masters of our craft – second to none. 
So whether it’s a colour from one of our ranges or something entirely personal find

out more about our exceptional paints at craigandrose.com

PAINT TAKES  
A WHILE TO DRY...

CRAIG & ROSE, LEITH WORKS, EDINBURGH 1874 




