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Editor’s letter
March 2015 / Issue 240

As one tech giant’s vision of the future is 
revealed, another’s is mothballed. A mere 
six days after Google announced the end 
of prototype Glass production, Microsoft 
unveiled HoloLens, its augmented reality 
wireless headset. 

I am massively excited by HoloLens. Tech journalists 
possessing decades-forged scepticism of ‘the next big thing’ 
are massively excited by HoloLens. Even my old man’s 
excited by HoloLens and he’s 70 this year. Here is a head-
mounted PC that runs Windows 10 and projects holograms 
on to the environment that surrounds you. Incredible. 

Comparing the two as competing products is pointless. 
But seen as bold new forays into uncharted tech waters, 
HoloLens has the potential to deliver where Glass didn’t, 
because – rather fundamentally – it needs an environment 
to interact with. And that means one crucial thing – you 
can only use it indoors: in office environments, at home, at 
schools and universities, and research centres. 

But not on the street. Not in bars and libraries and at 
sports events. Not at other people’s birthday parties, or 
wandering around a 24hr Tesco at 4am in your pyjamas. 

And that for me was/is/shall forever be Glass’ failing. 

{ C o n t r i b u t o r s }

To subscribe to T3, point your browser at myfavouritemagazines.co.uk, or flick to p72. The next T3 goes on sale March 19

Glass made people look stupid in public. It cost a lot 
of money, and, frankly, didn’t fit into consumers’ lives 
the way in which we all wanted it to. “OK Glass, take a 
picture.” All well and good, but effectively shortcutting the 
muscle memory that gets the same results from a phone. 
As my accomplished colleague Duncan Bell makes plain 
in his column on page 47, Glass has the potential to be 
genuinely life-improving – just not in the ways that Google 
really wants it to be. HoloLens seems more focused by 
comparison, yet with more potential. It’s exciting for the 
right reasons, as our hands-on preview on page 54 attests.  

Away from the swirl of HoloLens and Windows 10, a 
little get-together in Las Vegas occurred. The Consumer 
Electronics Show is always astounding, and this year was 
little exception with hundreds of announcements, demos, 
prototypes and pitches taking place. Cutting through 
the cacophony is T3’s editorial team – who from page 48 
present our refined edit of the very best new gadgets and 
tech. It’s a mouth-watering list of gear.

Vegas was awash with car tech this year, with the 
likes of BMW, Audi and Mercedes all converging at the 
traffic-lit crossroads of where tech meets motoring. So this 
month’s tech focus is on the latest and best automotive 
advancements – from hybrid hypercars to the next-gen 
family cruisers, including a full review of Tesla’s road-ready 
Model S. It’s a great read, and it starts on page 60.

Before I sign off, let me remind you of what’s in store 
next month – our annual Hot 100. On sale from March 
19, the T3 editorial team, plus the finest tech journalists 
and commentators, present the year’s ultimate gear and 
gadgetry catalogue. Make sure you don’t miss it.

  
Tom Dennis, editor
Twitter: @tomdennis / Email: tom.dennis@futurenet.com
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1
RichaRd GRanGe

Angling Times’ Match 
Editor serves up some 
whopper-baiting tips 
while we appraise the 
new wave of futuristic 
fishing gear (seriously). 
Find the rods of the 
gods and other fishy 
gadgetry on page 82.

2
BRuce hellman

Bruce is CEO of uMotif,  
a company bent on 
improving healthcare 
through digitally-
enabled practices. He 
shares his opinion on 
how wearables can 
benefit doctors and 
patients alike. Page 45.

3
Jamie hiBBaRd 

As a former online 
editor of Top Gear, 
Jamie has driven some 
of the finest cars on 
the planet. He assesses 
the next wave of 
motoring served up by 
tech and auto giants 
alike. See page 60. 
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Radar { A l s o  o n  o u r  r A d A r }
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Design icon Naoto Fukasawa p30
Tech for snapping, boozing and riding p34 

E s s E n T i a l  n E w s  f r o m  T E c h ’ s  f r o n T l i n E

A flexible smartphone  
(in more ways than one)  
the LG G Flex 2 features a 
self-healing back, meaning 
it’ll never show scratches

m o s T  w a n T E D

{ l G  G  F l e x  2 }

Throwing 
anoThEr 
curvEball
LG’s curved, bendy phone is back – and 
it could be the shape of things to come…



1

a crIsper, More 
DeFINeD DIsplay 
ThaT FINally 
Measures up To  
The FroNTruNNers

lasT year’s lG G Flex Was a BIT oF 
an oddity. an innovative oddity that was unlike 
anything we’d ever seen before perhaps, but 
still an oddity. Its central deviation from the 
standard smartphone design was a curve to the 
screen, which made it easy to hold and use, as 
well as the ability to flatten it out to pre-empt 
the whole bendgate non-issue.

Innovations like the G Flex’s curvy, 
bendy nature are usually swept up into 
other handsets, but lG is really, really 
keen to convince us that a warped phone 
is exactly what we need in our pockets and 
has therefore released the G Flex 2. But is 
this a must-have, or a repeat of the novelty 
act of its predecessor?

First up are those famous curves. rather 
than being simply bent into a single crescent, 
the G Flex 2 incorporates a variety of radiuses 
for its sweeping bends, with a 700mm bend 
at the front and a 650mm bend on the rear. 
according to lG this makes it easier to 
hold, and the principal advantages of the 
curved screen – such as the proximity of 

1. PowErbank

Even the battery is curved 
to fit in the G Flex 2’s 

chassis, and it’s a 
3,000mAh affair that can 

reach a 50 per cent charge 
in under 40 minutes.

2. frikkin’ lasErs

The camera boasts the 
same laser auto focus as 

the LG G3. OK, it’s actually 
infrared, so calling it a laser 
is pretty much the same as 
calling your remote control 

a light sabre.

3 glancE viEw

This clever tech enables you 
to see the time, missed calls 

and messages with a 
downward swipe of the 
screen – even when the 

display is off.

4 knock knock

Tap the G Flex’s screen in a 
certain pattern and it’ll 

instantly unlock without 
even switching on the 
screen, thanks to LG’s 

Knock Code. 

{ d e t A i l s }

{ s p e c s }

Chipset Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 810 processor 

with 2.0GHz 64-bit  
Octa-Core CPU

Display 5.5-inch Full HD 
Curved P-OLED (1080x1920 

pixels/403ppi)
MeMory 16GB eMMC ROM/ 

microSD slot/2GB  
DDR4 RAM

CaMera Rear 13.0MP with 
OIS+ with Laser Auto Focus/

Front 2.1MP
Battery 3,000mAh

operating systeM 
Android 5.0 Lollipop

size 149.1x75.3x7.1-9.4mm
Weight 152g

netWork 4G/LTE/HSPA+ 
21/42Mbps

ConneCtivity Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n/ac, Bluetooth Smart 

Ready (aptX) 4.1, NFC, 
SlimPort, A-GPS/GLONASS, 

USB 2.0

the microphone to the user’s mouth and 
the fact that it looks bigger – remain.

The screen, though, was the biggest let 
down on the first lG G Flex. While its curves 
made it look bigger, a low, sub-full-hD 
resolution was a severe disappointment. The 
lG Flex 2 drops the size from 6 inches to 5.5, 
while upping the resolution to 1080p. The 
result is a crisper and more defined display 
that finally measures up to the frontrunners, 
but is lower than lG’s G3 quad-hD display.

round the back you’ll find lG’s proprietary 
self-healing technology, which means that 
scratches and dents repair themselves almost 
instantaneously, taking 10 seconds rather 
than the original’s three minutes. It keeps the 
phone looking new, and it means that you can 
buy it without having to worry about the extra 
expenditure to get a case.

It’s rumoured that both samsung and 
apple’s next flagships will have curved 
screens, and lG does after all make the screens 
for apple’s mobile devices, so it could be an 
indication that lG knows something we don’t. 
either way, this is the best way to get your 
hands on a curved smartphone – for now.
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nEws bliP accorDing To rumours, skY will launch iTs firsT 4k sET-ToP boX This sPring

moniTor: DEll 
ulTrasharP 34

Team Dell’s monitor with 
a super-duper PC for the 
ultimate wraparound 
gaming experience. A 
narrow bezel means you can 
even put two side-by-side 
when you want to look at 
pictures of long things.

sounDbar: samsung 
curvED 8.1 ch 320w 
bluETooTh sounDbar

Curved screens mean that 
companies can now flog 
other curved things to go 
with them. See Samsung’s 
Soundbar, which looks like 
a normal soundbar after a 
tussle with Geoff Capes.

Tv: samsung s9w

Designer Yves Behar 
created this 80-inch 
‘sculptural’ TV for Samsung. 
It may have nano-crystal 
semiconductors, but the 
principle draw here is a 
pedestal which creepily 
lifts up slightly when you 
turn it on.

When I heard of the first 
generation LG G Flex I was 
astounded by the fact that 
this was the world’s first 

bendy smartphone. I had dreams of 
being able to make a call or play a 
game, and then fold up the phone 
and put it in my pocket.

I was disappointed when I finally 
got my hands on one. It doesn’t fold. 
You can’t screw it up like a piece of 
paper. It does bend just ever-so-
slightly, if you put enough pressure 
on it. and even when you do this it 
doesn’t feel right – it creaks and 
almost seems like it’s going to snap.

The LG G Flex 2 improves things 
greatly – as a phone. It’s smaller, 
lighter, and the new red model looks 
like a tiny Ferrari. The increased 
resolution of the display and the 
improved camera are both welcome 
additions, and the self-healing back 
is nothing short of brilliant.

{ s p e A k }

Nick Odantzis 
flexes his muscles

2

4

3

Radar

{ F o c u s }

New gadgets to suit a more rounded lifestyle
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M o s t  w a n t e d  pa r t  2

need 
list
All the latest must-
have tech for you  
to drool over

M o s t  w a n t e d  pa r t  2

in mind. Uses include drawing shapes with LED 
lights, attaching a speaker to create an autonomous 
boombox, and falling madly in love with it while 
questioning what it means to be a human… Maybe.
£132, irobot.com, out now
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{ 2 }

We hate to Bragi
Bragi Dash
Just because these wireless headphones are tiny 
doesn’t mean they’re lacking in tech skills. They 
support the latest SR aptX Bluetooth audio codec 
for high quality music, and they include infrared 
and optical sensors to keep an eye – or ear – on your 
general health. Oh, and they’re waterproof.
£198, bragi.com, out now

{ 3 }

weighting 
gaMe
Lenovo LaVie HZ550
Windows laptops face an 
uncertain future thanks 
to a pincer attack from 
Chromebooks and MacBooks, 
but Lenovo’s LaVie could be 
their saviour. This 13-inch 
laptop weighs in at just 1.7 
pounds, which is 43 per cent 
lighter than the MacBook Air. 
It packs some heavyweight 
components, such as a fifth-
gen Intel Core processor, a 
2,560x1,440 screen and an 
eight-hour battery life. 
From £850, lenovo.com, out may

{ 1 }

hoover daMn
iRobot Create 2
One of the biggest benefits of iRobot’s Roomba is it 
is easy to hack so you can program it to do whatever 
you want. Now iRobot has released Roomba Create 
2, a special edition of the vacuum cleaner which has 
been built from the ground up with augmentation 



news blip pebble has now sold over 1M sMartwatches – see how the steel perforMs in our super test on page 109 Radar

{ 4 }

coarse ground
Oxx Coffeeboxx
It may sound like the result of a sticky 
X key, but the Oxx Coffeeboxx is in fact 
a hardwearing coffee maker for hostile 
environments such as building sites, 
volcanoes and Fitness First changing 
rooms. Built from impact-resistant 
polymers, the rugged coffee maker takes 
standard pods. It’s a great idea, but leaves 
a niche in the market for someone to make 
dainty espresso cups a bit more manly.
£198, oxx.com, out now

WWW  FOR mORe NeWS gO TO T3.COm

{ 5 }

Virtual 
insanity
Razer OSVR
The hype around virtual reality headsets 
is sagging, but Razer’s Open Source 
Virtual Reality system could be just the 
shot in the arm the new gaming method 
needs. The company is drawing parallels 
between its open platform and google’s 
Android operating system, with both 
allowing hardware builders and software 
developers to roll their own tech and 
games. It’s a neat idea but making games 
VR-compatible is a lot of hard work.
£132, razerzone.com, out June

{ 8 }

most Xl-ent
Nintendo 3DS XL
Despite the vast increases in the power of 
mobile phones, there’s still a case to be made 
for the singular nature of dedicated handheld 
games consoles, especially if you’re a child. 
Nintendo’s new 3DS XL doesn’t change 
much about its bestselling format, but it does 
add eye-tracking so its glasses-free 3D works 
from more angles, a faster processor and a 
new C-stick for intricate camera controls.
£200, nintendo.com, out now

{ 6 }

two-
faced
popSLATE Case
You’re going to invest in an 
iPhone case anyway, so you 
might as well make it a 
useful one. The popSLATE 
incorporates an e-paper 
screen which can display 
boarding passes, maps, 
to-do- lists and calendars, 
among other things. It’s so 
good we wonder if we’ll end 
up looking at it more often 
than we look at our shiny 
Retina displays.
£85, popslate.com, out now

{ 7 }

tiMe is (less) Money
Alcatel OneTouch Watch
If you’ve been put off investing in a smartwatch due to the price, Alcatel 
OneTouch’s smartwatch could be the device for you. It includes all the usual 
features – a nice big round screen, IP67 dust and water resistance and Bluetooth 
connectivity – but it’s scheduled to come in at less than £100, making it an utter 
bargain in smartwatch terms. A full size USB plug is hidden in the strap too.
£80, alcatelonetouch.com 
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news blip uber has said it’s exploring the idea 0f self-driving taxis

{ 9 }

packs 
power
Gogoro
This electric scooter, 
created by some of 
the bright minds 
behind HTC, Nike and 
Microsoft’s products, 
has the lofty aim of 
transforming the way 
that we think about 
electric vehicles. 
Rather than plugging 
the scooter into the 
mains, it has user-
swappable batteries so, 
when you’re running 
low on juice, you can 
stop at a GoStation and 
add a fully-charged 
powerpack. On top 
it’s a powerful beastie, 
capable of reaching a 
top speed of 60mph, 
and its sci-fi looks  
are complemented  
by a Bluetooth app 
which allows the  
rider to tinker with  
the two-wheeler’s  
finer settings.
£tba, gogoro.com, out tba
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{ 1 0 }

happy snapping
Fujifilm X-A2
Fujifilm confirms it’s king of the retro compact system 
camera with the X-A2, whose 70s looks belie its cutting 
edge technology. The screen flips up for taking selfies, it 
has multi-target autofocus and it features a night mode. 
It has a 16.3mP sensor and comes with a 16-50mm lens.
£450, FuJiFilm.eu, out now

{ 1 1 }

chin chin 
cher-ee
Bell Super 2R Mips Equipped
Bicycle helmets haven’t really 
changed a huge amount since the 
mid-90s – until now. Bell’s Super 
2R Mips Equipped includes a 
removable chin bar, so you can 
keep your Chevy Chase nice and 
safe while you hit the trails, and 
then display your lovely mug 
when you’re bumbling along 
a canal path. Add in overbrow 
ventilation and a breakaway 
camera mount and you’ve got a 
helmet fit for the future.
£150, bellhelmets.com, out now



Radar

m a r c h 2 01 5 t3 1 9

{ 1 5 }

Making a spectacle
Sony Attach
While Google Glass faces an uncertain future, Sony has stepped in with Attach. 
Unlike Google’s all-in-one headset, the Sony Attach clips onto your existing 
glasses or sunglasses, so you don’t need to invest in a whole new piece of face 
furniture. Sony’s pitched them firmly at the sports market, so you can wear 
them during a round of golf or a bike ride rather than using them all the time. 
£tba, sony.com, out tba

{ 1 4 }

clip art
Narrative Clip 2
Described as “the most wearable camera 
in the world”, the Narrative Clip 2 can be 
popped onto a shirt collar, or a hoodie zip, or 
a monk’s robe, to catch one photo every 30 
seconds. Creator memoto reckons it’ll last 
two days without a charge, while its wide-
angle lens will capture more of the world 
around you. Once you’ve captured a stream 
of images, you can upload them to the web 
via Wi-Fi or Bluetooth.
£99, getnarrative.com, out tba

WWW  FOR mORe NeWS gO TO T3.COm

{ 1 3 }

delivering 
data
Samsung T1
While storing all your data in 
the cloud is the way forward, 
there’s still a lot to be said for 
keeping your files on your 
person. Samsung’s T1 uses  
3D vertical NAND storage  
so it can pack a terabyte  
into a space not a whole lot  
bigger than a business card, 
while its SSD and USB 3.0 
components make file 
transfers blisteringly fast. Its 
sleek design makes it perfect 
for a big, conspicuous list of 
secret agents’ true identities.
From £118, samsung.com, out now

{ 1 2 }

ViVo ForeVer
Garmin VivoActive
The problem with most smartwatches is that it can feel like you’re doing bicep curls whenever you 
check the time. garmin’s latest, though, weighs just 18 grams and is 8mm thick, so it sits nicely on your 
wrist. It still includes some awesome features, such as activity tracking, smartphone connectivity and 
remote control for garmin’s VIRB elite action camera. It’s available in black and white versions, with 
swappable wristbands so you can stay colour coordinated.
£200, garmin.com, out tba
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 Radar news blip google’s chromecasT has hiT The 1 billion ‘casT session’ mark

 The walkman
 is back!
The trio of tech companies who want 
you to ditch your phone and revert to 
dedicated HD audio players

Pono Ponoplayer
Legendary Kermit-voiced singer-

songwriter Neil Young is behind the 
PonoPlayer, which has been fuelled by 
his desire for average listeners to hear 
music in the same state it was when it 
left the studio. The Toblerone-shaped 
PonoPlayer ties in with the Ponomusic 

ecosystem, which already includes 
signees such as Daft Punk, 

Led Zeppelin and Young himself. 
$399, ponomusic.force.com

Sony NW-ZX2
Sony’s latest resurrection of its 

seemingly immortal Walkman brand 
ditches the yellow foam headphones 
and handmade mix tapes in favour of 

24-bit audio, plus components and 
chassis explicitly designed and chosen 

for their noise reduction properties. 
at just under a grand it ain’t cheap – 

but this is the closest you’ll get to 
having a whole hi-fi in your pocket.

£949, sony.co.uk, out now

Geek Wave
Lh Labs pushed out an Indiegogo 
campaign to raise $38,000 for its 

portable player/iPhone and android 
add-on, but it ended up raising nearly 

$1.5 million. Its bespoke Duet Engine is 
said to upscale mP3s by merging two 

wave patterns, while ten processor 
cores and custom-tuned earphones will 

make your tunes sound brain-
bleedingly awesome.

from $389, lhlabs.com

the rapid iNCreaSe oF 
record-player sales – and the 
better quality vinyls that go with 
them – suggests there’s a lot of 
consumer interest in listening 
to music at the highest quality 
possible. Unfortunately it’s not 
possible to take a record player 
with you wherever you go, unless 
you invest in a very flat-backed 
and stable-hooved donkey.

however, a number of 
companies have resurrected the 
idea of the ipod-esque portable 
audio player – but this time 
round they’re packed with gold-
plated resistors, tin-free solder 
and state-of-the-art processors. 
We take a look at three of the 
best vying for the hallowed space 
of your inside pocket.

For more cutting-edge audio tech, 
see our Next Big Gadgets feature 
beginning on page 48
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 Radar news blip MisfiT’s flash fiTness band will soon be able To conTrol your hoMe  

Sony SRS-X5
a great system for using around 

the home. a 2.1 channel affair 
gives your music a full range of 

abilities, and dual passive 
radiators make your tunes extra 
bassy, with up to eight hours of 
high-quality listening. as well as 

Bluetooth, the X5 is accompanied 
by NFc, so you can simply tap 

your NFc-enabled phone against 
it to start playing.

£150, sony.co.uk

Harman Kardon 
Esquire Mini

Designed to offer a balance of 
looks and audio power, with dual 

drivers and a bass port hidden 
beneath that mesh front and 
leather back with integrated 

kickstand. It’ll last you around 
eight hours before needing 
another charge, and it even 
comes with a USB port for 

charging other gadgets.
£130, harmankardon.co.uk 

Bose SoundLink 
Colour

compact, colourful and light 
enough to carry in your palm, the 

SoundLink colour punts out tunes 
with typical Bose gusto. It can 

connect two Bluetooth devices at 
a time, allowing you to quickly 

switch between sound sources. 
 It also has an eight-hour battery 

life, making it perfect for time 
away from the grid.

£110, Bose.co.uk

Polk Camden Square
The perfect Bluetooth speaker for 
longer listening sessions, with an 
astonishing 24-hour battery life, 

but with a body that’s both bigger 
and heavier in the flesh than you’d 
imagine. Four full-range speakers 
allied to two passive radiators give 

the system better low-end guts, 
while Digital Signal Processing 
keeps audio under control no 

matter what volume it’s at.
£154, polkaudio.com

iT’s hip To be square
Carry your music around the home, or anywhere you go, with these bombastic mini Bluetooth speakers
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 Radar NEWS blip MEET ‘GlOW’ – THE WORlD’S FiRST lASER HEADpHONES THAT FlASH AlONG WiTH YOUR MUSiC 

2

3

2 
iNTEl COMpUTE STiCk

Plug Intel’s Windows 8.1 Compute Stick 
into the HDMI port of your TV or monitor 
and you’ve got an Atom-powered PC with 
2GB RAM, and 32GB storage, controlled 

via Bluetooth keyboard and mouse. A Linux 
version will also be released.

$149 InTeL.CoM ouT SPRInG

3  
SEAGATE SEvENMM pORTAblE DRivE

Seagate claims to offer the world’s 
thinnest 500GB portable hard drive – just 
7mm thick and 122.5mm long. The Sevenmm 

connects and powers via a braided uSB 
3.0 cable and has a reassuringly utilitarian 

design, inspired by the ‘bare drive’ look.
£149 AMAzon.Co.uk ouT noW

4 
AMpliCiTY

Amplicity is similar to an Intel nuC. The 
difference is that instead of buying it, you 

rent it at $99 for six months. With 4GB 
RAM, 128GB storage plus 1TB cloud space, 

it comes with office and Creative Cloud, 
and is a bit bigger than a smartphone.

$99/SIX MonTHS HIVeInC.CoM ouT SPRInG

5  
ZUTA

zutALabs has torn the print head out of a 
conventional printer, robotised it in a neat 
teardrop design, and is now selling it as a 
pocket printer. Put your paper down on a 

flat surface, place zutA top left, send it the 
file, and – bzzzt-bzzzt-bzzzzt – page ready.

$214 zuTALABS.CoM ouT MARCH

6  
pRYNT

You could copy your pics from your phone 
to your computer and print them, or go to 
a website to do it for you. But a Prynt case 
for your smartphone has a printer built in, 
including 10 sheets of paper, meaning you 

can snap and print on the spot.
$49 PRYnTCASeS.CoM ouT AuGuST

MiCRO MACHiNES
Six miniature gadgets to boost your portable computing power

4

5

6

1  
lENOvO THiNkpAD STACk

The ThinkPad STACk adds layers  
of productivity to your laptop. The units 

– a 2x2 watt speaker, 1TB portable uSB 3.0 
hard drive, dual uSB power bank, and a 

Wi-Fi access point – hold together 
magnetically, with a 136x76mm footprint.

$377 LenoVo.CoM ouT APRIL

1





News blip ONeplus has aNNOuNced its New aNdrOid-based Os, OxygeNOs

1. tube-aliciOus

The display consists of 
six Z568M Nixie tubes – 

short for Numeric 
Indicator eXperimental 

No.1. Manufactured in the 
1960s by East German 

firm RFT, each tube 
contains cathodes for the 
numerals 0-9 in a stack.

2. bulgariaN dystOpia

Made during the Cold 
War, these extremely rare 
cold cathode tubes emit a 

soft orange glow. They 
were found sealed away 
in an old Bulgarian army 
depot, which only adds  

to their retro sci-fi 
dystopian appeal.

3. gps adJustMeNt
 

The circuitry inside is 
designed to preserve the 
fragile vintage cathodes, 
only powering each one 
when it needs to light  
up. It also has a GPS  

chip, so the clock can 
automatically set itself 

by location.

4. Flashy eFFects

A variety of time and date 
formats can be selected, 

and the Nixie Machine 
also has a flip effect, 
which sees each tube 

flashing through all its 
numbers. This setting 

helps stop the cathodes 
from fading over time.

5. iNsect-asides

The design is reminiscent 
of a robotic insect from 
60s science fiction. Only 
12 machines have been 
created, constructed 
from 350 hand-made 

parts. It’s 92cm wide and 
42cm high, with the tubes 

9cm in height.

6. haNd-brushed brass

German artist Frank 
Buchwald burnished each 

steel component with 
multiple acid dips to 
blacken them, and 

brushed the brass parts 
by hand, polishing them 

to reflect the warm 
illumination of the tubes. 

tOtalitariaN 
tiMepiece
With a digital display engineered in East 
Germany during the Cold War, the Nixie 
Machine is a sculpted sci-fi clock…
£18,000 MBANdF.COM 

Early Nixie design sketches by former  
sci-fi illustrator Frank Buchwald
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Radar News blip apple watch app to offer remote moNitoriNg of tesla model s
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BorN iN JapaN’S YamaNaShi preFeCture iN 1956,  
Naoto Fukasawa has built his career around blending delicate 
eastern sensibilities with a bolder and more european approach 
to design. he worked as head of american company iDeo’s tokyo 
office, and established his own eponymous design firm in 2003.

his 2007 book Super Normal – co-written with designer Jasper 
morrison – is perhaps most telling about his approach. this tome 
explores the beauty of simplistic yet practical designs, such as 
stove-top coffee makers, bottle openers and anglepoise lamps. 
Fukasawa’s work follows suit, stripping objects back to their 
intended purpose while adhering to the guidelines of the client.

#13

at the heart of Fukasawa’s 
design process lies a deep 
understanding of both the 
tactile and emotional 

relationship between a product and 
its user. There are the many criteria 
which we use to help us choose 
one object over another.

among these are two factors 
which Fukasawa values above all 
others – criteria based around 
function, as well as criteria that 
relate to our physical and 
emotional responses. as Fukasawa 
has previously commented, people 
are most likely to choose shapes 
that are the most tactually inviting.

Fukasawa often responds to 
these ideas by combining simple,  
stripped-back products with 
smooth corners and tactile 
rubberised materials. This 
increases our subconscious 
physical attachment to a product.

{ S p e a k }

The Design 
Museum’s 
Alex Newson 
on Fukasawa

 desigN
 doNs
Naoto fukasawa

The globetrotting 
designer who puts 
function before form

B&B ItalIa Shelf X 2005 It may 
not look lIke the most 
practIcal bookcase, but the 
shelf X’s angled supports 
lend a feelIng of organIsed 
chaos to whatever’s In It.

MujI CD Player 1999 InspIred 
by an eXtractor fan, thIs cd 
player neatly turns the 
traIlIng cord Into an 
aesthetIc feature and makes 
the musIc the centrepIece.

KDDI InfoBar 2015 an ongoIng 
collaboratIon wIth Japanese 
telecoms operator kddI, the 
Infobar has evolved from 

2003’s candybar-style 
handset to today’s cuttIng 
edge smartphone.

PlanK BloCCo 2013 a satIn 
steel foot-rest sets off the 
ash wood used to create thIs 
stool, makIng It hugely 
attractIve and durable.

MarunI rounDISh 2014 
wooden sofas and armchaIrs 
may sound hIdeously 
uncomfortable, but wIth 
JudIcIous padded elements 
these are plush whIle 
preservIng the natural 
beauty of beech and oak.

arteMIDe ItIS 2008 when 
posItIoned horIzontally thIs 
lamp can be used to eXamIne 
the fIner poInts of coffee 
table books; flIp It vertIcally, 
however, and It’s equally 
adept at lIghtIng wall art or 
publIc events.

ISSey MIyaKe twelve 365 
watCh 2010 a back-to-basIcs 
dIsplay and contInuous 
leather strap set thIs watch 
apart from the crowd. the 
dodecagonal bezel cleverly 
lets you know roughly what 
hour It Is, too, even wIth Just a 
quIck glance.
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STuff 
Tech for shooting, 
rocking, boozing, riding 
and… planting. Now 
that’s a good night out.

u n d e r  T h e  r a d a r

Polaroid Socialmatic
Polaroid’s latest brings instant Printing to 
the 21st century, comPlete with instant 
uPloading, a fully-fledged android 
oPerating system, and Qr codes embedded in 
the Photos themselves.
£250, polaroid.com, out now

Parrot Flower Power
unfortunately housePlants haven’t Quite 
evolved to the state at which they include 
wi-fi connectivity, but Parrot aims to change 
that. its sensor sits in your shrub’s soil, 
sending signals of its sustenance.
£50, parrot.com, out now

lucetta magnetic Bike lightS
adding and removing bike lights is still a big 
faff, but lucetta solves this with simPle 
magnetic units which automatically switch 
on when they’re attached.
£25, palomarweb.com, out now

Pat’S Backcountry BeverageS
basically ribena for alcoholics, Pat’s 
backcountry beverages can be mixed with 
carbonated water to Produce Pints of 
lovely hand-crafted beer. you can even stick 
’em in a sodastream to make kids’ Parties 
more interesting.
£7, patsbcb.com, out now

Jack wireleSS guitar caBle
Jack’s wi-fi guitar cable frees your axe from 
cumbersome leads, which means you can do 
that over-the-shoulder guitar sPin thing 
without fear of being garrotted. you’ll still 
be ridiculed though.
From £95, wiFi-guitar.com, out may

newS blip huawei haS confirmed iT’S working on an android wear waTch
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the 
buzz
All the hottest news 
and views you need 
to know from the tech 
world this month

Your Mails,  
tweets and posts

Uber stops drink drivers
The controversial ride-

sharing app has one benefit: 
the number of intoxicated 
motorists in cities where  

the app has launched have 
fallen significantly. 

Computers fit in mouses
Polish startup Mouse-

Box has developed a tiny 
computer, complete with 

HDMI-out and built-in Wi-Fi, 
that fits inside the ubiquitous 

input device. 

iPod Nanos are still used
Enterprising crims in 

Stockport retooled one of 
Apple’s fifth-generation 

Nanos and stuck it to a cash 
machine to record people 

entering their PIN numbers. 

send Mail, win this
A Gioteck EX-06 Wired headset 
with excellent sound quality 
and removable mic boom. 
Foldable and fantastic.
£34.99, gioteck.com

{ S M A r T P H o N E S }

Light-fingered Apple?
Then: We quite like Google and 

Motorola’s flagship Android 
phablet, but we couldn’t help but 
wonder what the indentation in 

the back of the unit was for.
Now: Former Motorola CEO 

Dennis Woodside revealed that the 
dimple was to house a fingerprint 

scanner – but Apple snapped up the 
world’s best supplier.

{ M o v I E S }

The GoBots could be 
getting their own movie

Then: Popular toy lines 
Transformers, G.I. Joe and 

Battleship have all spawned 
blockbuster movie franchises.
Now: Hasbro has applied for a 
brand new trademark for The 

GoBots, potentially paving the way 
for a movie or TV series based on 

the Transformers rip-offs.

{ M u S I c A l  I N S T r u M E N T S }

The piano v2
Then: The piano’s design has 
been largely unchanged for 

130 years, and it’s a nightmare 
to get up a flight of stairs.

Now: Hungarian pianist Gergely 
Bogányi has created a new 

take on the grand piano with a 
carbon-composite soundboard. 
But it’s still a nightmare to get 

up a flight of stairs.

Email T3@futurenet.com Tweet @t3dotcom Facebook /T3mag Letters T3, Future Publishing, Quay House, The Ambury, Bath BA1 1UA
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what happened next?
Tinkling the ivories in style, go-go-GoBots and mysterious dimples

what we’ve 
learned this 

Month

The internet is no more
Google says the internet is going to be 
enveloped into the internet of things. But 
what happens when the door handle loses 
connection to the router which you have 
to reset on the other side of the door and 
you’re locked in with just the Wi-Fi printer 
that’s trying to 3D print and clone you?
rob brattan via Facebook

During the next few years the internet 
experience is gonna change drastically! I 

imagine that we’re going to have an 
immersive virtual experience. We’re not 
gonna surf the Web’s wave – we’re going 
to swim in it!
konstantinos bokanovskY via Facebook

WhatsApp hits browsers
WhatsApp’s browser support would have 
been useful if you were in the office, or if 
your phone ran out of power, or you were 
travelling with an internet cafe and no 
Wi-Fi, or for example your mobile phone 
was stolen, or you left it at home. But the 
majority of potentially useful situations 
are not covered. Shame, I’ve been waiting 
for a desktop version, but to have it badly 
implemented is a let down. I mean we have 
to provide them with our phone number, 
so they have a log of those. Why does it 

have to be powered and connected to the 
internet all the time?
alan carton via Facebook

Unfortunately power and the internet are 
needed to make everything work these days.

Watch out!
I’ve just tried the Apple Watch emulator 
and that looks an incredibly cramped 
screen for all those widgets! Not very 
pleasing to the eye for an Apple product.
steven clark via Facebook
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What’s going up and  
down in Techsville?

 Radar

NVIDIA
The same technology that lets you play 

games on your computer has been used to 
map the human genome, which could help 

combat cancer in the future.

Lifts
Elevator company Kone has developed a 
new kind of steel rope which enables lifts 
to travel way higher than their previous 
limit of 500 metres. Going up – literally! 

PC Users
Rockstar apologises for GTA V PC 

delays with free games with pre-orders, 
while Microsoft plans to give away 
windows 10. it’s win-win if you like  

free PC stuff.

BlackPhone
A vulnerability which enabled attackers to 

access messages has been found in the 
supposedly-unhackable smartphone. 

DJI 
One of the company’s Phantom drones 
was found in the grounds of the White 

House. The company quickly blocked the 
choppers from entering Obama’s place.

Headphone jack
with USB audio now available on 

both Apple and Android phones,  
it seems that the ubiquitous 3.5mm 

jack could well disappear with  
next-generation handsets.

WINNINg

FAILINg

The MonTh in nUMBeRS
The world of tech digested in digits

e.T. 
CARe hoMe

11.2 
billion years
The age of Kepler-444, a 
sun-like star which is 
orbited by five small 
earth-like planets.

*NASA

BiG APPle

*BBC NewS

SPeed ReAdinG

The amount of time you’ve 
got to read Private Vegas, 
James Patterson’s new 
eBook, before it self-
destructs. BANG!

*SelfdeSTruCTiNGBooK.Com

nowheRe 
To hide

The incredible range of  
l3 CyTerra’s range-r, a 
handheld police radar 
which can detect people 
through walls.

*uSA TodAy

PoweR nAP

The amount you can 
expect to pay to spend a 
night in a Phoenix man’s 
Tesla model S, according to 
a listing on Airbnb.

*BloomBerG

 $85 GRey 
exPeCTATionS

The amount the first 
limited edition 20th 
Anniversary PlayStation 4 
– in the original’s natty 
grey colour scheme – 
reached at auction.

*yAhoo AuCTioNS JAPAN

UnUSUAl 
SPACe TRAVel

The predicted size of the 
internet in 2020. That’s 
enough data to fill a stack 
of iPads that would reach 
two-thirds of the way to  
the moon.

SAGGinG 
nUMBeRS

The drop in breast 
augmentation surgeries in 
the uK last year. 
Conversely, 3d printed 
prosthetics are on the up.

*BAAPS

iT’S “dAnCe 
MUSiC!”

2.3 billion
Just nine edm songs 
garnered a total of 2.3 billion 
views on youTube last year.

*youTuBe2    %

£85,000

50
 fe

et

hours24

*The TeleGrAPh

44 
trillion gb

$18 BILLIoN 
The ProfiT mAde By 
APPle iN iTS moST 
reCeNT quArTer

$15.9 BILLIoN 
The PreViouS reCord 
ProfiT mAde iN A 
quArTer, held By oil 
ComPANy exxoNmoBil
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Months away Months away Months away 

Dead or Alive 5: Last Round transfers the 
physics-defying beat-’em-up to the latest 
generation of consoles, so you can ogle 
absurdly pert mammaries in the highest-
possible definition.

St Patrick’s Day: typically you drink enough 
Guinness to turn your excreta into tar for a 
week. We’d rather go a bit more hipster 
though and try the Irish brewery’s new (but 
actually old) West Indies and Dublin porters.

Neill Blomkamp’s District 9 was one of the 
best sci-fi action movies of recent years, but 
its follow-up Elysium was a tonally 
inconsistent shambles. Hopefully Chappie will 
see the director find his stride again.

News blip Apple’s $18 billioN quArterly profits equAtes to every siNgle persoN oN the plANet speNdiNg $10

3 6 9
film
Star Wars:  
The Force Awakens

The question on 
everybody’s lips is: will 
J. J. Abrams be able to take 
over George Lucas’ 
formidable intellectual 
property without 
completely ruining it? Well, 
less than George did.

gAme
Star Citizen

Star Citizen isn’t just one 
game – it’s a dogfighting 
space sim with first-person 
shooter bits. Developer 
Chris Roberts has released 
chunks at a time as 
playable betas, but next 
year we’ll be able to see 
the whole thing.

gAme
Just Cause 3

The Just Cause games 
have been pretty much 
perfect in their mix of 
succulent sun-scorched 
tropical islands. The latest 
takes the formula to the 
Mediterranean and adds 
wingsuits and explorable 
caves. Far Cry 4, anyone?

film
London Has Fallen

It totally has, in this 
follow-up to Olympus Has 
Fallen. Yet again, 
someone’s out to kill Aaron 
Eckhart’s president Asher, 
but he and Gerard Butler’s 
beard will do all they can to 
stop them. Didn’t they 
even watch the first film?

film 
Pan

Forget Hook: Pan turns 
Peter Pan into a 
superheroic origins story. 
Hugh Jackman takes the 
role of Blackbeard, 
newcomer Levi Miller 
portrays Pan, while Garrett 
Hedlund’s James Hook 
will… well, you can guess.

tech
Autonomous Audi A8

Audi rather bravely 
demoed its autonomous 
luxury sedan by letting it 
drive across California all 
by itself. The car will 
include everything it needs 
to travel under its own 
steam, and it’ll even find a 
parking space.

tech 
LG G4

Leaks suggest that LG’s 
flagship smartphone will 
sport a powerful 
Snapdragon 810 processor, 
3GB of ram and 16MP 
camera. Other rumours 
predict a bezel-less form 
factor and the same tech as 
the LG G Flex.

eveNt
SpaceX Dragon V2

Private space flight 
appears to be the way 
forwards in escaping 
earth’s gravity, and Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX Dragon V2 
looks like a safe bet. After 
hundreds of tests it should 
be ready to take its first 
manned flight in 2016.

eveNt 
ISAF Sailing World Cup 
Weymouth

Sailing might not be the 
world’s greatest spectator 
sport – you’re basically 
watching a load of people 
swan off in expensive 
vessels. But this is a great 
excuse to get to a coastal 
town and eat ice cream.

eveNt
Top Gear Live

Ever wondered what it’s 
like to be one of those 
blokes or blokettes in the 
audience at the UK’s most 
popular automobile show? 
You can find out at Top 
Gear Live, which finishes 
its UK tour at London’s O2 
Arena on 28-29 November.

gAme 
The Elder Scrolls 
Online: Tamriel 
Unlimited

PC and Mac gamers have 
been able to explore the 
land of Tamriel with their 
mates for a while, but now 
console gamers can get in 
on the MMO action. No 
subscription fees, either.

whAt’s oN your rAdAr?
Intelligent cars, even more intelligent robots and Gerard Butler’s beard…

{ T h e  h i g h s  a n d  l o w s  o f  T 3 ’ s  c o m i n g  m o n T h }

www  For more NeWS go to t3.Com

yeAh!

meh!

tech
iPad Pro

Rumours are hotting up 
about Apple’s next tablet. 
Apparently it’s going to 
come in a whopping 
12.9-inch form factor, with 
stereo speakers and a 
hybrid OS X/iOS operating 
system. Hopefully this will 
relight our fire for slates.
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Feeling The heaT

Is EA taking a massive gamble on Battlefield: Hardline’s gritty new urban setting?

Replacing crack military 
operations for an urban 
cops and robbers setting 
may not be that much of 
a thematic leap

ediTed by nick cowen

Play
This month… A gear-change for the Battlefield series / A new (or 
rather old) Order 1886 / The best immigrations simulator ever?

T h e  e S S e n T i a l

 now if the films of director Michael Mann are to be 
believed, then successful criminals operate with 
the same lethal precision as military personnel. 

The burglars, heist crews and hitmen that have appeared 
in his films – such as Thief, Heat and Collateral respectively 
– aren’t thrill-seeker meth-heads with ‘Born To Lose’ 
tattoos on their chests. They’re highly organised, well-
trained and technically proficient sociopaths. Remove their 

T H e  c o n T e n T  f o r  y o u r  K I T 

anti-social tendencies and you could easily imagine them 
establishing a beachhead on enemy soil during a war. 

With that in mind, the new setting for Battlefield 
Hardline doesn’t seem all that out of place. Instead of 
having players take on the role of a protagonist in the US 
army, Visceral Games’s new instalment in EA’s premier FPS 
franchise, developed in collaboration with DICE, sets the 
action between police and criminals on the streets of LA. 
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 it’s grim up North London – just ask the 
members of The Order, a coterie of soldiers 
descended from the Knights Of Camelot 

wielding hi-tech weapons against all manner 
of horrors in the Victorian Big Smoke. The 
Order: 1886 comes on like the illegitimate 
child of Dishonored and Gears of War. The 
game is a fast-paced pop-and-cover shooter, 
but instead of chainsaw bayonets, players 
wield outlandish firearms such as the Combo 
Gun – which blasts bolts of both air and 
buckshot – and the Thermite Rifle, which 
sprays a cloud of magnesium over enemies 
and then sets them alight.

The game takes place in the slums of 
London where a resistance movement has 
broken into military caches to reclaim the 
streets from an oppressive establishment. But 
what starts off as brutal riot control takes on a 
supernatural twist when The Order find there 
are monsters prowling the sewers of the East 
End. While it all sounds intriguing, we have 
to confess to having been concerned about 
The Order: 1886, as early previews, while eye-
poppingly gorgeous, have been slightly ropey 
play-wise. Here’s hoping developer Ready At 
Dawn irons out the bugs before launch.
£49, playstation.com, out February 20 on ps4

But Hardline sacrifices none of the 
open-ended structure and high-octane action 
the series has come to be known for – it even 
includes the ‘Levolution’ mechanic from 
Battlefield 4, in which players can destroy parts 
of the environment to change parts of the 
structure in each map. Hardline also boasts an 
open-ended campaign involving undercover 
cops and criminals, which Visceral promises 
will be an improvement on previous iterations. 

Think of Hardline as vintage Michael Mann 
territory that maintains the core Battlefield 
experience. This is a message DICE’s General 
Manager Karl Magnus Troedsson is keen 
to put across to BF fans. “This is the first 
Battlefield game that is developed by another 
studio,” Troedsson told gamesradar.com 

“There has been so much knowledge transfer 
that the initial fear that might have been there 
internally has gone away, and we believe that 
when our fans play this, any fears they might 
have will be washed away. I can guarantee you 
that Hardline will definitely be a Battlefield 
game. We’re keeping all the core pillars.”

It’s important that Troedsson addresses 
these fears. When EA announced Battlefield: 
Hardline at its E3 keynote last year, a lot of the 
Battlefield faithful voiced concerns that the 
publisher was attempting to annualise the 
series. Battlefield 4 came in for severe criticism 
at launch and has since received numerous 
patches, so fans worried that turning 
Battlefield into a yearly franchise may result 
in a massive drop in quality. 

But Troedsson states: “We’re only going to 
release new Battlefield games if we have great 
ideas. That’s a promise.”

Hardline feels like a bold re-imagining of 
Battlefield’s widescreen shooter action. It’s a 
nightmare on the streets of LA. Lock and load.

IT SACRIFICES NONE  
OF THE OPEN-ENDED 
STRUCTURE AND 
HIGH-OCTANE ACTION

DragonBall XenoVerse
Pc, PS4, PS3, Xbo, X360
this latest instalment 
features a new story and 
a shadowy new character. 
Whatever: its fans have 
pre-ordered it and the rest 
of you don’t care. 
£39.85, dragonballxenoverse. 

com, out Feb 27 

Resident Evil: 
Revelations 2
Pc, PS4, PS3, Xbo, X360
We have high hopes for 
this episodic chapter in 
the re lore. expect jump 
scares, creeping terror 
and disgusting monsters. 
From £22.85, capcom-europe.

com, First episode out mar 20 

DmC: Definitive 
Edition
PS4, Xbo
it appears demons caused 
the banking crisis and soft 
drinks really are the 
devil’s urine. dante’s just 
as cocky as ever though…
£tbc, ninjatheory.com, 

out mar 10 

Screamride
Xbo, X360
build a futuristic 
rollercoaster in a series of 
destructible environments 
– and then tinker with it 
until it’s an entertainingly 
sadistic deathtrap for 
virtual punters.
£tbc, xbox.com, out mar 6 

➜

{ B e s T  o f  T H e  r e s T }

DragonBalling, thrill-seeking, monster slicing and more…

The Order: cleaning up 
the streets and sewers 
of London, Victorian style

Instead of picking your way 
around a warzone, you’ll be 
battling anew in familiar 
urban environments

Play
g a M e S

The order: 1886
The presentation of Ready at Dawn’s latest steampunk shooter 
is fantastic – but will it turn out to be style over substance?

{ f o c u s }

The Order: 1886 is a sumptuous feast 
in which steampunk weapons rub 
shoulders with Victorian architecture 
and gloom. Whatever its faults, it’s 
one of 2015’s best-looking games



App of the month

PaPers, Please
We usually refrain from featuring two app games in 
our round-up, but Papers, Please is an exception…

On the surface, Papers, Please sounds 
rather boring. You are a 
downtrodden citizen of Soviet-

inspired ‘Arstotzka’ and as the winner of a 
recent labour lottery, you get to sit in a 
border checkpoint, checking people’s 
passports. The catch is that immigration 
laws change each day and as time goes on, 
you’ll have more and more complications to 
deal with.

Your first couple of mistakes will go 
without a fine, but after that your superiors 
will dock your pay for turning away legal 
entrants, or letting in terrorists. This hits 

hard at home, where your earnings have to 
pay for food, housing and heating for your 
family, as well as birthday presents. 

But what do you do when a woman 
pushes you a note, explaining that she’s 
been sold into slavery, and her owner is 
somewhere in the queue behind? Or when 
sticking to the letter of the law means 
breaking up a husband and wife? At this 
point Papers, Please shifts from passport-
pushing puzzler to something more 
inquisitive, that probes at your humanity 
and empathy.
£5.99, papersplea.se, ipad, pC, MaC and linux

{ I o s }

An Apple app a day...

Hotel My Phone
iOs 7.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
If you’ve run out of battery, Hotel My 
Phone enables you to send and 
receive calls and texts from your 
number, but on someone else’s phone.
Free, hotelMyphone.CoM

Reuk
iOs 8.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Reuk is a camera that gives you full 
control over shutter speed, ISO, focus 
and white balance. It has a timer, 
viewfinder and a flash mode.
£0.69, Manolosavi.CoM

OU Brainwave
iOs 7.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Test your brain’s cognitive abilities. 
Play a variety of games throughout 
the day, and chart your brain’s 
performance from morning to night. 
Free, open.aC.uk

Crossy Road
iOs 7.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Straightforward cross-the-road-
without-getting-run-over sort of 
game, a la Frogger. It’s still an 
addictive equation though.
Free, Crossyroad.CoM

Under Armour Record
iOs 7.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Plays nice with most devices, from 
fitness bands to sports watches, 
records all your data and lets you 
start a fitness club and set challenges.
Free, underarMour.Co.uk

Lingualy
iOs 8.0+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Lingualy brings you news that would 
interest you, but in any particular 
language you want to learn, and helps 
you translate along the way.
Free, lingua.ly

Asphalt Gold Fitting Room
iOs 7.1+: iPad, iPhOne, TOuch
Tell Asphalt Gold a single pair of shoes 
that fit you perfectly, and it’ll 
recommend individual sizing for 
different manufacturers and models.
Free, asphaltgold.de

Three TV 
sTreaming siTes 

TO check OuT

bbc.co.uk/taster
fOr The adVenTurOus
The Beeb’s new Taster 
initiative is designed to 
showcase budding and 
experimental projects from 
TV, radio and online. Head 
over to see the latest ideas, 
watch and rate them, and 
share among your friends.

beamly.com
fOr The scandal 
Formerly Zeebox, Beamly 
has been going strong 
since its rebrand, letting 
you follow your favourite 
TV shows and celebs 
together with behind-the-
scenes gossip and a 
thriving social scene.

i.tv
fOr The busy 
Doesn’t just give you full TV 
listings, but lets you 
preview what’s on right 
now and reminds you when 
your favourite shows are 
about to come on. Also 
plays nice with loads of 
websites and Wii U. Bonus!

It’s been a long time 
coming, but the 
excellent BBC News 
app is finally getting a 
big overhaul for iOS 
and Android. For 
starters, there’ll be a 
general increase in the 
amount of news 
covered by the app, 
including local news for 
all areas of the UK. With 
that comes a new 

feature that lets you 
follow trends and 
topics, or areas.

Another big new 
addition is video 
content. As well as 
bringing a whole load of 
brand new video 
features and catch-up 
news highlights for 
when you’re on the go, 
there’s a live feed. 
Free, bbC.Co.uk

{ U p d a t e }

BBC News

WWW  FOr mOre NeWS gO TO T3.COm

a P P s  &  O n l i n e
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imagine ps3’s indie hit Journey, but based on Jules 
verne’s classic around the World in 80 days and you’ve 
got the gist. you are passepartout – loyal valet of phileas 
Fogg – and it is your job to get him around the world.

that means bribing your way onto early departures, 
collecting things to help you in your journey and more – 
but don’t run out of money or you’ll never make it. race 
other players around the world, all to a superb soundtrack, 
a half-a-million-word script and beautiful artwork.
£3, inklestudios.CoM

Android in-depth

80 Days
andrOid 2.3+

{ a n d r o I d }

Google these killer Android apps

Adobe Lightroom Mobile
andrOid 4.1+
edit, organise and enhance any 
images, whether taken on your 
phone, or huge raw dslr shots. 
promising, though still a few kinks.
Free, adobe.CoM

SnoopSnitch
andrOid 4.1+
prevents stalkers and hackers, using 
radio signals to find devices that 
might be fooling gadgets into 
connecting with them.
Free, opensourCe.srlabs.de

Falcon Pro 3
andrOid 4.1+
one of our favourite twitter clients is 
back, with a lot more polish. it feels 
much faster too; the layout and 
features make it one of the best.
Free, getFalCon.pro

Wire
andrOid 4.2+
Clean, elegant messaging app. 
supports skype-style calls, text and 
picture messaging – you can even 
send soundcloud links. 
Free, Wire.CoM

Grapeful
andrOid 2.1+
do you struggle to pair wine with 
food? tell grapeful what you’re 
eating, and it’ll recommend a wine 
for the occasion.
Free, grapeFulapp.CoM

1 3
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fOur
ebOOks  
TO read

Miramont’s Ghost
elizabeTh hall
Adrienne is a clairvoyant. 
When her abilities start to 
unveil dark mysteries about 
her own family, she is 
imprisoned in Miramont.
£3.99, out noW

So You’ve Been 
Publicly Shamed
JOn rOnsOn
Jon Ronson has travelled 
the globe to take part in 
public shamings, exposing 
people’s flaws by majority 
rule. Clever and honest.
£6.59, out MarCh 12th

Our Mathematical 
Universe
max Tegmark
Tegmark is one of the 
world’s most engaging 
physicists, and this book 
takes you on a journey from 
the Big Bang to the future.
£7.49, out noW

The Skull Throne
PeTer V. breTT
Book 4 of Brett’s Demon 
Cycle series sees mankind 
struggling to unite against 
the demon horde that faces 
them. Crikey.
£7.47, out april 9th

{ W I n d o W s  p h o n e }

Have a night on the tiles
{ B l a c k B e r r y }

Go BlackBerry picking

Zombie Sniper Shooter
blackberry 10.0.0+
search for and shoot zombies, then 
watch as the bullet splits the creature 
in two. you can choose from various 
guns to dispose of your target.
Free, appWorld.blaCkberry.CoM

Metrotube
WindOWs PhOne 8+
Convert YouTube videos into MP3 files 
to save on your phone. Or you can play 
videos and MP3 files through the app, 
if that’s what floats your boat.
Free, WW-apps.CoM  

SketchBook – Express Yourself 
Beautifully
blackberry 10.0.0+
draw and make notes with a stylus or 
your finger. this app has six different 
brushes and 40 colours in the palette.
£1.50, reFoCusteCh.in

Perfect Note
WindOWs PhOne 8+
This note app allows you to organise 
your tasks and projects by priority. 
You can mark items as complete and 
set repeated reminders using the tool.
£1.49, perFeCtthuMb.CoM

Calmly
blackberry 10.0.0+
edit your photos by creating collages, 
adding effects and filters to the 
images. originally available for 
android, the app’s now on blackberry.
Free, CalMlyapp.CoM

Perfect Recorder
WindOWs PhOne 8+
This is a simple app where you can 
record and playback files, then upload 
them to OneDrive. Handily, you can 
also control it from the lock screen.
Free, perFeCtthuMb.CoM

Quick Draw
blackberry 10.0.0+
open up a blank canvas and draw. 
and… that’s it really. it’s pretty 
simple, and when you’re done you can 
capture and share your art.
£0.75, appWorld.blaCkberry.CoM

Perfect Shift
WindOWs PhOne 8+
Welcome to the thrills and spills world 
of drag racing. Build your dream racer 
from the ground up, and then take on 
all challengers.
Free, WindoWsphone.CoM

DualSMS
blackberry 10.0.0+
With this app you can view two sMs 
windows side-by-side – ideal for 
those who like multitasking.
£1.50, appWorld.blaCkberry.CoM

Phototastic Collage
WindOWs PhOne 8+
Create photo collages using preset 
templates, or add photo effects, 
stickers and text pre-existing images.
Free, thuMbMunkeys.CoM

Dream Remote
blackberry 10.0.0+
Control any receiver in your house 
from your phone. add as many 
remotes and receivers as you want, 
sit back and go nuts.
£1.50, appWorld.blaCkberry.CoM

Social News Beta
WindOWs PhOne 8+
Designed to help create and publish 
your own articles. You can also upload 
photos and videos to make them 
interactive and attractive.
Free, MiCrosoFt.CoM

Weather Calculators
blackberry 10.0.0+
by using this app’s three calculators, 
for wind chill, heat index and wind 
speed, you can find the ‘real feel 
temperature’ for the day.
Free, appWorld.blaCkberry.CoM

Flightradar24
WindOWs PhOne 8+
Watch air traffic around the world in 
real time. Flightradar24 offers 95% 
coverage in Europe, and almost 
complete coverage globally.
Free, Flightradar24.CoM
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 Healthcare is in a period of serious 
transition, and it’s all down to tech. It’s 
empowering people to take control of 

their own health, and soon it’ll transform the 
way healthcare is delivered.

While most of us now use digital as the 
primary way to bank, shop, communicate 
and socialise, only around two per cent of 
people in the UK engage with the NHS using 
digital channels. However, over the next few 
years, it’ll become normal and expected for 
every patient to have a “digital journey” that 
improves their healthcare outcomes. We’re at 
the tipping point for digital health. 

Already, the rise of the “quantified 
self” movement has seen a real upsurge in 
popularity for wearables from brands such as 
Fitbit, Jawbone, Withings et al. This has made 
medical apps available to everyone with a 
smartphone, tablet or smartwatch. 

Apple’s App Store now has a medical 
section, including everything from simple heart 
rate monitors to intricate tools that can help 
to diagnose breast cancer. The range of apps 
available for download makes the possibilities 
for total health knowledge seem limitless.

It isn’t just app creators and wearables 
companies that are racing to transform the 

{ I n s I g h t }

wear tecH, 
save lives 
Wearables can do more than count 
your steps. In fact, they’ll soon  
free up doctors and patients alike, 
and revolutionise the NHS

M a r c h 2 01 5 t3  4 5

{ t h I s  m o n t h }

Bruce Hellman is prescribing wearables
Chris Smith is an Apple Pay denier

Duncan Bell: Glass defender
Pete Dreyer: “Ein volk, ein reich, ein OS!”

Edited by Duncan Bell

IllUSTrATION andrew gIbbs

Opinion
tecH steel from tHe anvil of t3’s comment-mongers

Bruce Hellman 



 way healthcare is provided. The NHS is 
already fully on board, supporting a number of 
apps designed to help patients treat long-term 
conditions. Despite the challenges the NHS 
has faced in past years, there is a strong belief 
that personal technology will help improve 
health outcomes whilst also easing the 
pressure on local GPs and health authorities. 

In 2014, the National Information Board 
– established by the Department of Health 
and chaired by Tim Kelsey, NHS England’s 
National Director for Patients and Information 
– set out new plans to boost the quality of 
patient care through digital technology. 

It’s part of a vision to provide everybody 
with online access to their medical records 
by the end of this year, and is supported by 
apps and platforms, many of which have been 
developed in partnership with third-party 
organisations and smaller start-ups. 

With more people connected through tech 
than ever before, the opportunities for patients 
and healthcare providers alike are huge, and 
substantial cost savings are possible.

There are 15 million people in the UK 
suffering from chronic conditions – diabetes 
and Parkinson’s, for instance. Treating these 
can take up to 70 per cent of the NHS’s 

budget, but new digital tools could enable 
patients to better monitor their health. 

Wearables and apps that track biometrics, 
diet and exercise can build a detailed picture 
of a patient’s condition, giving their doctor 
genuine insight into what their health has been 
like since the last visit and enabling  them to 
make better decisions in the time available. 

It isn’t just clinicians that will gain greater 
visibility. This new digitally-supported 
approach will increasingly put patients at the 
centre of their care, and enable them more 
access to their own health data.

Every prescription, test result, visit to the 
GP or allergy record will be easily accessible 
via apps. This will further improve patient 
control of their own healthcare, easing the 
burden on massively pressured hospitals and 
GP surgeries.

Clearly, there are still challenges to be met, 
but the opportunities provided to patients and 
doctors by tech are game-changing. 
Bruce Hellman is CEO of uMotif (umotif.com, 
@umotif ). Its doctor-prescribed digital health 
app is on the App Store and Google Play

➜

THE OPPOrTUNITIES 
FOr PATIENTS AND 
HEAlTHCArE 
PrOvIDErS ArE HUGE

 w
hen exactly did we decide to anoint 
payment by smartphone as the Holy 
Grail of modern gadgetry? Now, 

despite multiple missteps in recent years, 
mobile payments are a white-hot topic again. 

That’s because Apple has decided to join 
the party with Pay. Yes, I do know mobile 
payments have been around for years on 
Android; give me a break.

Is it one small step for man, one giant 
organic cantaloupe bought with an iPhone 
from Whole Foods? Well, just a few months 
since its arrival in iOS 8.1, Apple has signed 
up all the major banks and card providers 
and quite a few major retailers at 220,000 
locations, from Macy’s to McDonald’s and 
Texaco to Toys “r” Us. In my state, Walt 
Disney World is now accepting Apple Pay 

for life-size Frozen dolls and hotdogs, while 
Apple also just agreed a deal that’ll bring Pay 
to vending machines and parking meters 
across the US. Hooray for snacking without 
rummaging for change!

The NFC and TouchID-enabled system is 
a doddle to set up, it’s super-easy to use and 
it seems pretty secure, as it sends retailers 
one-time payment codes rather than card 
details. The imminent arrival of the Apple 
Watch will mean users won’t even have 
to take their phones out of their pockets. 
Sounds great, doesn’t it? And it is, I guess.

Trouble is, despite seeing that Apple Pay 
logo around town, I never really bother using 
it. I’ve been whipping my wallet out for almost 
three decades and it turns out flashing the 
cash, or a credit card, is a tough habit to break.

Early indications are that it’s not just 
me.  An InfoScout survey found 91 per cent 
of iPhone 6 owners didn’t bother trying 
Pay at stores accepting it on Black Friday. 
They either didn’t know the store accepted 
it, didn’t know how to use it, forgot, or just 
couldn’t be arsed. 

Perhaps that’s why, despite Apple 
charging just 0.15 per cent per transaction, 
plenty of retailers remain reticent too.

For me the problem isn’t the system itself, 
which is slick, stylish and forward thinking 
– it’s the lack of a real difference it actually 
makes to day-to-day lives. For instance, 
I love Passbook because it offers tickets and 
boarding passes that save me having to print 
stuff. It stores my store cards, lightening my 
wallet. They’re tangible benefits.

Other solutions already on the market are 
actually more helpful than Apple Pay, though. 
Take the ingenious Square card reader and 
mobile app. Square’s been around in the US 
for years (there are similar companies in the 
UK) and enables any small business to take 
card payments and track inventory just by 
plugging the free reader into an Android or 
iOS device’s headphone socket. 

The other week I volunteered on the 
ticket booth of my local brewery’s booze 
festival in exchange for limited edition liquid 
refreshment. I took hundreds of payments 
from customers with just a bit of the old 
swipe and tap. 

Without Square, punters would have had 
to visit an ATM, while the brewery would 
have the hassle of handling all that cash. 
Tangible benefitsh for everyone! Cheersh! 

It’s nowhere near as refined as Apple Pay, 
but that isn’t what matters. It’s the role of 
tech to make our lives simpler and easier, not 
exchange one method for another just for the 
sake of a little finesse. 
You can tell it in his accent when he talks, Chris 
is an Englishman in New York (okay, Miami)

{ s t a t e s I d e }

 apple pay? 
no way!
Cash rules everything around 
Chris – and if he doesn’t have 
that, he’ll make do with Square 
and other lower-tech solutions
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cHris smitH



Opinion

{ t r u t h }

glass still 
Half full
Google may have wanted Glass to 
work as a sexy consumer device. But 
surely it’s better suited to use as 
workwear and an aid for the infirm? 

 well, it’s been a strangely enjoyable 
journey, watching Google Glass go 
from hot new product, to notoriety 

and then to – well, what exactly? A sort of 
strange hinterland between death and life. 

Tech is so mainstream now that it was 
genuinely refreshing to encounter a device 
that was so polarising. In many ways, 
Google’s Ar half-spectacle facial wearable 
was completely unfairly maligned. Yes, one 
or two people got punched whilst wearing it, 
a few places ‘banned’ it and ‘Glasshole’ is an 
amusing term of abuse. However, the few 
hardy souls I know who dared venture out 
in Glass did not report a life of persecution. 

Admittedly, they didn’t really report 
a life hugely improved either. They were 
able to take photos in situations where a 
smartphone or camera might struggle, and 
they got to be the centre of attention in 
social situations, but the benefits of Glass 1.0 
were pretty marginal beyond being able to 
say “I have one.” 

Even so, many people – myself included, 
if I’m being honest – did dislike Glass on 
quite a visceral level. I think this is largely 
to do with its design. As humans, we look 
for symmetry in faces; it’s a subconscious 
thing, but it’s a major part of how we define 
someone as attractive. Glass immediately 
slays facial symmetry stone dead, making 
us hate and shun the wearer as we would 
an ugly person. This, needless to say, is not a 
rational response.

The camera has a similar effect for 
similar reasons. We know that we’re under 
surveillance of one kind or another much 
of the time. Smartphones let anyone take 
photos of us at any time, and there’s not 
much we can do about it short of physically 
assaulting them. Glass’s camera, however, 
seemed more threatening and invasive 

to us because it replicated and stored the 
actual point of view of the wearer. There 
was an intimacy to that gaze that just 
creeped people the hell out, solidifying our 
underlying anxiety about being watched. 

It’s these factors that probably mean 
Glass was never going to work as a 
consumer device, but perhaps Google and 
the media’s mistake was to present Glass 
as a thing to wear down the pub in the first 
place. The device’s future must surely be 
as workwear and as a means of helping the 
elderly and disabled. 

For everyone from doctors surveying 
your insides and getting instant updates 
on which blood vessels to snip, to traffic 
wardens waging war on wrongful parking, 
to people suffering memory problems and 
the onset of dementia being reminded 
where they live and who their wife is, Glass 
could be literally life-changing. Or at any 
rate, the new and improved form of Glass on 
which Google is now working could be.

In fact, wearables generally will really 
gain traction in the work and health sectors. 
We’ll probably look back on this, their 
novelty consumer phase, as a false start. 
Duncan is Future’s tech lifestyle editor

 if we’ve learned anything from Android, 
it’s the power of uniformity. Google 
fought tirelessly to keep an unruly rabble 

of hardware manufacturers from pulling its 
mobile OS apart at the seams. Stop making 
ugly Android skins, HTC! Stop making 
pointless versions of apps we’ve already made, 
Samsung! It even showed lG how to make a 
phone – the excellent Google Nexus 5 seemed 
to reinvigorate the brand’s mobile wing.

You can well imagine that in darker 
moments, all these brands would love to have 
control of their own OS, but they’ve achieved 
success on the back of the Android ecosystem 
and seem generally happy with that. They 
finally understand the power of having a 
consistent OS at the heart of the hardware.

Except it seems they don’t when it comes 
to smartwatches.

lG has dumped Android Wear in favour 
of WebOS. Samsung wants to inject Tizen 
into its wearables, like a mad scientist. Asus is 
reportedly working on a new OS for the next 
ZenWatch, and Alcatel won’t use Android 
Wear because it’s not French enough. Probably. 

With Apple Watch now firmed up for April, 
this seems like self-indulgent madness to me. 
If Apple’s crown-wearing strap-on is a hit, 
there will suddenly be millions of Watch OS 
users, while the rest of the market fragments 
into Tizen, Pebble, WebOS and whatever it 
was Alcatel put in its watch – and that was 
about as user-friendly as food poisoning.

No-one is pretending that Android Wear 
is perfect. It has a long way to go, but the 
odds are that it’ll get there. Smartwatch 
manufacturers might want to break free of 
Google’s baby harness but the fact is they 
stand a much better chance of success 
throwing their oar in with Google than by 
going it alone against the might of Apple.
Pete is Future’s lifestyle technology writer

{ F I n a l l y }

end of 
watcH?
Smartwatch makers may want  
to run their own shows, but 
abandoning Android Wear could 
spell disaster for the sector
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{ g e t  I n v o l v e d }

Have your say…

To read more of our views on  
tech, the web, life and more,  
head to T3.com/opinion.

You want to add your voice  
to the debate? Look no further 
than: Facebook.com/t3mag  
or Twitter.com/t3dotcom

pete dreyerduncan Bell
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no doubt about it,  
this year is going to be 
well and truly packed 
with ground-breaking 
tech and appetite-
whetting gadgets.  
yes, you may have read 
about self-driving cars, 
hoverboards and the 
weird, weirder, and just 
plain freakish wearables 
coming out. yet the 
range of incredible 
smartphones, video 
streamers, curved TVs, 
smart audio systems, 
headphones and more 
already (or almost) 
available has really  
got our blood pumping. 
sure, the consumer 
electronics show this 
year showed just how 
hot smart gardening  
and auto tech are – but 
that's not to say there 
wasn't an opulent 
display of good old 
fashioned high-tech 
gear to entertain, inform 
and improve your life.

m a r c h 2 01 5 T3 49
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new TVs, blU-ray Players and 
serVices To wow yoUr senseshome entertainment

curved tVs are hotter than oman in 
summer right now, but while they’re 
perfect for watching two-abreast, when 
there’s a room full of people, those in 
the middle can’t see diddly. Lg’s 
revolutionary bendable screen could 
solve that irksome problem by adapting 
to your needs with its flexible display.

Instead of pigeon-holing you with 
either flat or curved, Lg’s bendable  
tV can, rather brilliantly, do both. When 
it’s just you and a friend, go curved for 
maximum immersion. When you’ve got 
friends around, a wave of the tV’s 
remote will make the display instantly 
flex into a flat position, so everyone gets 
a slice of the action. 

lg eg9900 4k TV

Lg is really pushing the organic 
technology found inside its panels, and 
the Eg9900 features the same oLEd 
spec, giving this screen impeccably 
bright and vibrant colours and perfect 
blacks. With ‘just’ a 4K resolution to 
contend with, you can lap up all that 
glorious 4K content rearing its head 
right now.

yes, its 77-inch screen is a little bit 
gargantuan, but the cool, bendable 
technology will eventually trickle down 
to the smaller models, so you won’t 
necessarily have to build a man cave to 
justify your rather ott purchase, 
though you should.
Price £ TBc AvAilABle Soon Url lg.com

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e

editor’s 
choice

home entertainment in 
2015 is a jargon-lover’s 
dream come true! the 
top three new kids on 
the block are sUhD, 
Quantum Dot tech and 
hDR. sUhD is simply 
samsung’s own 
branding, denoting a 
version of Ultra high 
Definition, or 4K, 
offering better colour, 
brightness and 
contrast thanks to the 
use of nano-crystal 
tech. Quantum Dot 
tech is similar to sUhD 
as it also uses nano 
technology to improve 
the lighting in lCD 
screens, which in turn 
makes colours look 
better and displays 
brighter. hDR isn’t a 
new type of tech, but 
it’s new to tV hardware. 
hDR starts at the video 
production end, as a 
type of video capture 
that’s shot with an 
expanded range. 
hDR-compatible tVs 
are then able to 
reproduce this more 
lifelike footage thanks 
to brighter screens. the 
only issue is that films 
or tV need to be shot in 
hDR for the screen to 
take advantage of it.

TV Tech in 
2015: behind 
The jargon
W h A T  d o  A l l  T h e S e 
l e T T e r S  A n d  o d d 
T e r m S  m e A n ?

5 0  T3  m a r c h 2 01 5
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this enables you to beam 
music from google 
cast-compatible apps to 
compatible speakers, all 
with a tap of a button.
Price Free AvAilABle noW  

Url google.com/cAST

9/google 
casT

o n e  T o  W A T c h

sony’s 10 grand 
cinema-eclipsing 
VpL-VW350Es offers up 
to 100 inches of detailed 
moving images. yum.
Price $9,999 AvAilABle noW 

Url SonyPremiUmhome.com

8/sony 4k 
ProjecTor

o n e  T o  W A T c h

Until roku announces a 
player with 4K streaming, 
it’s packaging a Uhd 
version of its service into 
tcL’s 4K tVs.
Price  TBc AvAilABle TBc  

Url TclUSA.com

7/rokU 
4k TV

o n e  T o  W A T c h

sling tV is live tV without 
the strings. subscribe to 
the channels you want 
and everything is neatly 
streamed over the web. 
It’s Us-only right now.
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc  

Url Sling.com 

6/sling TV

o n e  T o  W A T c h

While most tV manufacturers have 
been focusing their efforts on bringing 
out new technology to one-up 
competitors, sony appears to be 
playing the waiting game – happy to 
ride the 4K wave as it gains momentum. 
Until the next big thing is announced, 
the Japanese firm is, instead, making its 
latest tVs as waif-like as possible. the 
top of the range model – the X900c, 
available in 55-, 65- and 75-inch 
flavours – sports a screen depth of just 
4.9mm (an iphone 6 is 6.9mm). sony 
has also revealed that it will be 
integrating android tV going forward to 
improve the smart experience.
Price TBc AvAilABle SPring Url Sony.co.Uk

3/sony x900c  
55-inch TV

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

panasonic is really cranking the 4K at 
the moment, firstly with a slew of 
impressive 4K tVs, and secondly with 
the fact that it will introduce a range of 
4K gadgets to support its panels, 
including a player that enables you to 
watch 4K content on and 4K cameras. 
But ultra high-definition wrangling 
aside, the most exciting thing about 
panasonic’s tVs – specifically, its 
flagship 55-inch 4K LEd cX850 screen 
– is not so much what’s on the outside, 
but what’s on the inside.

Unlike the majority of television 
manufacturers, who are implementing 
android tV into their boxes, panasonic 
has made a shrewd move and plumped 
for the Firefox tV operating system. 
Ignoring, for a moment, whether you 
prefer browsing the web via chrome or 
Firefox, mozilla’s os looks pretty 
spectacular, with an intuitive feel that 
makes it easy to find your way around 
and access the myriad of content – and 
voice command capabilities will further 
enhance this. 

the new os will also come with a 
range of extra nifty features, such as  
the ability to wirelessly exchange 
content like photos and videos from  
a smartphone, tablet or pc; and apps 
designed to notify you of new events, 
much as they would on a mobile.
Price £TBc AvAilABle Soon Url PAnASonic.com

2/Panasonic 
cx850 TV

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e

high definition streaming has become 
de rigueur, with Netflix offering all of its 
shows and movies in glorious 1080p 
resolution. Netflix launched its 4K 
streaming in 2014 but, not satisfied with 
the number of pixels available to 
subscribers, it has now signed a deal 
with Lg to offer high dynamic range 
content, giving those who watch the 
service on a hdr-compatible Lg tV 
even more visual impact. meanwhile, 
amazon has announced that it will be 
offering 4K content to subscribers of its 
prime Instant Video service, though it 
will do so at no extra cost, unlike Netflix.
Price £8.99 P/m (neTFlix), £5.99 P/m (AmAzon) 

AvAilABle noW Url neTFlix.com, AmAzon.co.Uk

4/4k sTreaming 
– neTflix/amazon

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

Unless you’re planning to devote all 
your viewing time to Netflix or amazon, 
limiting yourself to the amount of 
content that these streaming services 
provide, you’re going to want some 
other kind of outlet for your viewing fix. 
panasonic’s incoming 4K Blu-ray player 
stands to fill that content void nicely, 
with the ability to playback 4K Blu-ray 
content, and – significantly – hdr 
content too, giving you a higher quality 
viewing experience. optical media may 
seem old-school, but until all your 
favourite movies and tV shows become 
available online, there’s still room for it 
to play among the big boys.
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc Url PAnASonic.com 

5/Panasonic 4k 
blU-ray Player

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

editor’s 
choice
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PrePare yoUr ears for an 
onslaUghT of ToP Techaudio

part of parrot’s ongoing 
collaboration with starck, 
these headphones 
include a heart monitor 
and run tracker. 
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc 

Url PArroT.com

17/ParroT 
zik sPorT

o n e  T o  W A T c h

these mysterious, 
delicious sonos-spoiling 
orbs have a feature called 
‘heart Bass Implosion’. 
Need we say more? 
Price €1,690 AvAilABle noW 

Url deviAleT.com

16/deVialeT 
PhanTom

o n e  T o  W A T c h

We love the sennheiser 
momentums, and 
they’ve gone wireless 
with V2, featuring aptX 
Bluetooth and aNc. 
Price £379.99 AvAilABle noW 

Url en-Uk.SennheiSer.com

15/senn’s 
momenTUm

o n e  T o  W A T c h

In an unlikely move by 
the king of guitars, these 
on-ears are endorsed by 
the world’s fastest man 
and top poser, Usain Bolt.
Price $239 AvAilABle SPring 

Url giBSon.com

14/gibson 
Trainer

o n e  T o  W A T c h

samsung isn’t exactly known for its 
innovation in audio, but these alien eggs 
may just start the ball rolling. designed 
in the company’s new audio lab in 
Valencia, ca, they feature ‘ring radiator’ 
technology which promises to emit 
audio in all directions to fill a room with 
sound. perfect for those who don’t want 
to have to redecorate to build a sound 
system. the Wam 7500 is the larger of 
the two models, designed to be placed 
on a tabletop, whereas the 6500 is built 
for portability. Both can be streamed to 
and from samsung’s app and are 
compatible with its shape system.
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc 

Url SAmSUng.co.Uk

12/samsUng wam 
7500/6500

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

american speaker manufacturer 
Klipsch announced its new ‘reference 
premiere’ series of passive speakers at 
cEs, and how mighty fine they look with 
a ‘brushed polymer veneer baffle finish’. 
the range comprises two bookshelf 
speakers, three floorstanding (such as 
the rp-280F, pictured), three centre 
channel options and two surrounds. 
designed to ‘get you so close to your 
music you can touch it’ (whatever that 
means) they feature Klipsch’s titanium 
tweeters inside a new 90x90-degree 
tractrix horn enclosure that reduces 
harshness and improves detail.
Price vArieS. rP280F $675 eAch.  

AvAilABle noW Url kliPSch.com

11/kliPsch rP 
sPeakers

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

Following last year’s m2L headphones, 
which bypassed the internal dac of the 
iphone by using the Lightning port, 
philips has upped its Fidelio game once 
again with the Nc1L, a set of Lightning 
cans with active noise cancellation. Like 
the m2Ls, the Nc1Ls plug directly into 
your iphone’s Lightning port, using its 
own dac – and because they can draw 
power from the Lightning port, no 
batteries are needed. While the 
Lightning-only connectivity will alienate 
android and other smartphone users, 
we can’t see these being anything but  
a massive success for philips.
Price AroUnd £249 AvAilABle SPring  

Url PhiliPS.co.Uk

10/PhiliPs 
fidelio nc1l

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

British manufacturer cambridge audio 
introduced its cX range at cEs – a 
series of products that marries your 
network streaming needs with 
top-quality audiophile-grade sound. For 
instance, the cXN network player 
features spotify connect, airplay and 
aptX Bluetooth and will play virtually 
anything from basic mp3s to 24/192 
FLacs (and sounds fantastic thanks to 
the dual Wolfson Wm8740 dacs). 
What’s more its stylishly minimalist, 
‘floating’ aesthetic with low-resonance 
chassis makes it look and perform great 
when stacked with other cambridge 
audio cX kit. a full-colour display and 
sleek user interface add to the appeal, 
as does the ability to control the cXN – 
and its audio and aV brothers and 
sisters – using ca’s excellent new 
smartphone app. 
Price $2,499 AvAilABle noW   

Url cAmBridgeAUdio.com

13/cambridge 
aUdio cxn

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e

editor’s 
choice
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editor’s 
choice

yes, B&o has been designing high-end 
audio products for decades, but it’s 
never had a pair of wireless on-ear 
headphones in its range. this all 
changes with the B&o play h8 – a pair 
of Bluetooth, active noise-cancelling 
cans that match innovative features 
with, as you’d expect, stunning design. 
pairing anodised aluminium with supple 
sheepskin pads and a leather band, the 
h8s ooze class. add to this the kind of 
neutral – yet beautiful – sound you’d 
expect from the company, along with an 
intuitive touch control on the right cup 
(enabling you to play, pause, skip 
tracks, take calls and adjust volume), 
and you have a contemporary, yet 
classic set of phones. Battery life is 
stated at 14 hours from one charge, and 
the battery can even be replaced. 
Weighing just 255g, they’re light, too.
Price £399 AvAilABle noW Url BeoPlAy.com

18/b&o Play h8 by 
bang & olUfsen

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e

high-res audio isn’t a particularly 
new thing. however, the certification 
for all things ‘high-Res’ in the audio 
sphere was only conceived in June 
2014. the high-Res audio badge that 
you’ll see on the likes of sony’s 
products means that the device can 
play (according to the Cea, Deg and 
the Recording academy) “lossless 
audio that is capable of reproducing 
the full range of sound from 
recordings that have been mastered 
from better than CD quality music 
sources”. CD quality is 16-bit/44khz 
whereas high-res audio is normally 
24-bit/192khz. essentially, 24/192 
files are ‘supposed’ to sound a lot 

whaT is high-res aUdio 
(and is iT worTh iT)?
c e S  ‘ 1 5  W A S  F l o o d e d  W i T h  ‘ h i g h - r e S ’  A U d i o .  B U T  W h A T  d o e S  i T  m e A n ?

better – more detailed, with better 
separation and a ‘wider soundstage’. 
the higher frequency is ‘supposed’ 
to be able to represent the upper 
harmonics of instruments better. 
however, there’s some debate 
whether the human ear can pick up 
such nuances. audiophiles go to 
huge lengths to prove they sound 
better; cynics stress that the human 
ear only has a frequency range of 
20hz to 20khz. one (relatively solid) 
audiophile argument is that because 
24/192 music isn’t compressed from 
the original recording, then you’re 
being delivered the track in the way 
the artist intended.

next big things
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19
microsoft’s vision for the future is, it’s 
fair to say, one that not too many of us 
were expecting. Launched during the 
Windows 10 keynote with all the cloak 
and dagger reveal of a Jobsian ‘one 
more thing…’ it became the headline 
story of the talk. this was undeniably a 
curve ball from the redmond giant.

But what kind of curveball exactly? 
Well, what it definitely is not is 
microsoft’s take on google glass. 
holoLens is not an optical hUd and, 
while glass Explorers might be ridiculed 
and even viciously beaten for ‘exploring’ 
in public, you’d almost certainly be 
arrested if you approached a bank 
cashier wearing holoLens. 

19/microsofT hololens

editor’s 
choice

yet that’s nothing to the trouble 
you’d be in should you even step near a 
petrol station or jittery downtown 
corner shop wearing oculus rift. 
awesome it is. pretty it ain’t. and while 
it’s of closer comparison to holoLens 
than glass is, it’s still not quite the direct 
competitor to microsoft’s offering. rift 
locks you into a wholly virtual world 
whereas microsoft embraces the real 
world, showing its users pinning apps to 
living room walls and tinkering with 
projections of motorcycles. 

microsoft has effectively produced a 
micro pc that is hooked up to a set of 
high-definition holographic lenses, 
which it projects its 3d experience on 

innovation awe-insPiring Tech from The  
world’s biggesT Players… 

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e

5 4  T3  m a r c h 2 01 5

hololens projects holographic visions and 
apps onto your surroundings – it has huge 

potential to be a real VR game-changer
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to. this, combined with spatial sound 
technology, creates wholly immersive 
Vr that promises to redefine Windows 
10 apps… if the launch video is to be 
believed, anyway. 

and that’s what’s making us very 
excited. Early hands-on reviews with 
development units have been both 
positive and profound. seen-it-all-
before technology journalists are 
genuinely excited about holoLens’s 
commercial, creative and educational 
potential. In addition, Nasa plans to use 
holoLens to control curiosity, the rover 
currently beaming its video feed from 
the surface of mars. a pretty good start, 
we think you’ll agree.

“the prototype hololens i tried 
out in microsoft's secret 
basement lab isn't the sleek visor 
that will go on sale later this year; 
i had to wear the holographic 
processor around my neck and 
strap a frame with layers of 
sensors onto my head, as a power 
cable dangled behind me. but 
none of that mattered when the 
system turned on and i walked 
out onto the surface of mars and 
told the rover where to take 
photographs with the simple 
finger gesture you use instead of 
a mouse click. i talked to a nasa 
scientist about mars and 
hololens painted a dotted line 
across the sky so i knew where he 
was looking – then i looked at a 
computer screen and used my 
mouse, because hololens 
doesn't stop you seeing the world 
around you.

“this mixed reality can be 
practical; i could see the light 
switch i was being taught how to 
fit in a skype video call – but i 
could also see the diagram the 
expert i’d called drew on the wall 
next to it.

“or it can be whimsical. When 
i walked around in the minecraft-
inspired holobuilder, i could see 
the castle, fields and sheep. i dug 
a virtual hole with a virtual spade 
and blew a hole in the real wall 
with fake tnt, revealing caverns 
and lava lakes and digital bats. it 
was fun and surprising. the 
images were clear and solid; they 
didn't flicker or move around. 
mixing VR with the real world is 
going to be useful, but mostly it's 
going to be huge fun.”

and that’s not to mention the fun. 
Windows 10 apIs means a platform 
exists for developers to quickly get their 
apps on to holoLens. With skype, 
Netflix, office and a new photos app all 
featuring in the promo (and we expect 
to be ready for launch) plus a quick 
route to development, we’re champing 
at the bit to see what games developers 
apply holographic potential to.

We don’t know when it will be 
available. We don’t know how much it 
will cost. We don’t even really know 
what it is, exactly. But we want one. 
Price TBc

AvAilABle ThiS yeAr. mAyBe nexT yeAr…

Url microSoFT.com/microSoFT-hololenS

hands on 
wiTh hololens
T e c h n o l o g y  W r i T e r  m A r y 
B r A n S c o m B e  g e T S  h e r  e y e S 
o n  m i c r o S o F T ’ S  v r  v i S i o n
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a mobile hotspot-come-short throw 
smart projector. What’s not to love 
about the spyro 2? packing a native 
resolution of 1,280x720, it’s able to 
project a screen of up to 120 inches 
with a brightness of 200 lumens. that’s 
impressive for a unit this size – just 
12cm square – especially as it houses a 
2.1ghz quad-core processor with 
adreno 330 graphics and a 5-inch 
touchscreen. It also has Bluetooth,  
LtE 4g, hdmI and UsB 3.0 ports, and 
runs on android, enabling a raft of apps 
via the google play store including 
NetFlix and amazon prime. small. 
powerful. Lovely.
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc Url zTeUSA.com

23/sPyro 2 
ProjecTor

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

New android smartphones are ten a 
penny nowadays, but the saygus V2 is 
one of the most impressive we’ve seen 
in a while. sporting a 5-inch 1080p Lcd 
screen, a 2.5ghz snapdragon 801 
processor, a massive 3gB of ram and a 
removable 3,100mah battery, its grunt 
is matched by the ability to upgrade its 
internal 64gB of storage to 320gB 
using the two microsd slots. a 21mp 
rear-facing camera is coupled with a 
13mp front shooter, and Wihd makes it 
possible to share anything on the 
screen to a tV with UsB or hdmI using 
a Wihd dongle. Impressive. oh, and its 
Kevlar back is very cool, too.  
Price $599 AvAilABle mArch Url SAygUS.com

22/saygUs V2 
smarTPhone

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

20
Quite frankly the daddy of all laptops, 
and as comfortable at business as it is 
at leisure, it’s arguably the mamIL (look 
it up!) of all laptops, with its illustrious 
pedigree (100 million sold, dont’cha 
know) and carbon touch finish. It is, as 
ever from Lenovo, a brilliant laptop in 
every sense. and the world’s lightest 
14-inch ultrabook, packing a solid state 
drive, full-hd screen, and Intel’s 5th gen 
Broadwell core i7 processors 
underneath. sexy? Nah, not exactly. 
this is a business-first device. But it’s 
certainly no slouch, solid as a rock and 
has performance specs to die for. 
Price From $1,249 AvAilABle noW Url lenovo.com

21/ThinkPad x1 
carbon ToUch

W e  c A n ’ T  W A i T  T o  S e e …

sneaking a screen into 
the band of Bluetooth 
cans is genius. Flip them 
down for a train ride; 
back up to walk home.
Price $599 AvAilABle AUTUmn  

Url AvegAnT.com

27/aVanT 
glyPh

o n e  T o  W A T c h

Vr frames and lenses 
that won’t make you look 
weird. they weigh 125g 
and are modelled on 
ray-Ban’s Wayfarer.
Price TBc AvAilABle TBc  

Url oSTerhoUTgroUP.com

26/odg 
glasses

o n e  T o  W A T c h

Nikon’s first compact 
dsLr with a vari-angle 
touchscreen, packing a 
24.2-megapixel sensor 
and 1080/60p video.
Price £639 AvAilABle noW  

Url nikon.co.Uk

25/nikon 
d5500

o n e  T o  W A T c h

the world’s first point 
and shoot 3d scanner, 
the scanify produces 
‘images’ 3d printers can 
use to create models.
Price $1,490 AvAilABle noW 

Url FUel-3d.com

24/fUel3d 
scanify

o n e  T o  W A T c h

toppling the gopro hero 4 from its 
throne as king of the action cameras is 
not going to be easy, but sony is giving 
it a real go with its latest shooter. as the 
name suggests, this is the first action 
cam from the Japanese company to 
shoot 4K at 30fps. It’ll also record 
1080p footage at 120fps and 720p at 
240fps, both of which are perfect for 
slow-mo. the 170-degree wide-angle 
lens is great for landscape shots while 
the built-in stereo mic boasts handy 
wind and noise reduction.
Price £359 AvAilABle noW Url Sony.co.Uk

20/sony 4k 
acTion cam

e d i T o r ’ S  c h o i c e
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Driving
Redefined
FROM WHISPER-QUIET HYPERCARS TO THE HOLY GRAIL 
THAT IS THE SELF-DRIVER, T3 LOOKS AT THE FUTURE OF 
THE AUTOMOBILE AND WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM  
THE TOP MANUFACTURERS IN THE COMING YEARS… 
WORDS Jamie hibbard PHOTOGRAPHY NeiL GOdWiN ST YLING deaN hau  HAIR & MAKEUP amy peNfOLd

he car industry is in a heck 
of a state of confusion right 
now, but also one of enormous 
technical development.
It’s becoming increasingly clear 

that not only do cars need to move away 
from a heavy reliance on fossil fuels, but also 
that consumers are getting more and more 
ready to switch to the next generation of car. 
Only, there’s no real clear path as to what 
this should be.

Is it pure electric? Is it a hybrid petrol/battery? Is 
it hydrogen? There are many schools of thought 
emerging, and indeed, each manufacturer will tell 
you that it has the correct solution. But even if 
everyone could agree on which one to go for right 
now, the infrastructure still isn’t there country-wide 
to support everything apart from a regular petrol-
engine/battery hybrid.

Sure, there are charge points for your electric  
car dotted around, but without a bit of research into 
where they are you couldn’t simply go ahead and 

take one of your regular journeys, galavanting up  
and down the motorway, through fear that your 
propulsion system would run out of juice. It’s these 
fears that are undoubtedly holding consumers back, 
so we’re faced with lots of options.

Even hypercar manufacturers can’t agree. The 
‘big three’ of McLaren, Porsche and Ferrari all 
offered variations on the hybrid theme in 2014, all  
in quite different ways. In very simplistic terms, 
McLaren went for a more traditional hybrid setup  
in its showcase hypercar the P1 (if there is such a 
thing as a ‘traditional hybrid’) whereas Porsche 
plumped for a plug-in hybrid with the 918 Spyder. 
And then there was Ferrari, that felt like it was 
mickey-taking when it subverted its hybrid engine 
with only one goal: to make LaFerrari even faster. 
Like the other two, the batteries on board torque-fill 
the gaps in the petrol engine power band, giving 
more on tap when the driver wants it; but unlike the 
other models there’s no option to drive LaFerrari in 
whisper mode on battery alone. The company insists 
that a quiet hypercar would be very ‘un-Ferrari-like’. 



You can read a more in-depth piece about the Porsche 
918 Spyder, and the others, in our ‘Hypercars for the 

future’ piece starting on page 64. 
But what about us regular Joes – do we have as many 

choices as the millionaire set? Well, yes, as it happens.
If you want to go full green, nearly every manufacturer 

offers a plug-in, from the likes of Audi A3 e-trons (reviewed 
on page 88) and electric Ford Focuses to Vauxhall Amperas 
and VW e-Golfs, wherever you turn you can have one on 
your driveway today.

BMW has shown its hand in this arena too, with an 
electric city car and even a £100k plug-in supercar, to 
compete with more regular everyday drivers like Audi’s R8 
and Porsche’s hard-to-beat 911.

Hybrid petrol-battery engines are rife too. Toyota has 
recently released figures showing that its hybrids accounted 
for six million of its car sales to the year end of 2013, so 
consumers really are starting to get their heads around it all 
with an increasing appetite. In addition, one in three of you 
who read T3 are considering your next car to be a hybrid, 
you forward-thinking bunch, you. 

At The Detroit Motor Show in January this year, Honda 
finally revealed its next-gen NSX supercar, after seemingly 
years of teasing us. It’s done a similar thing to McLaren’s P1 
but made it a much more affordable option – well, £100k 
versus £1m, if you can call that affordable. The problem is, 
Honda has closed the order books on the 2016 allocation 
already in the UK. There’s always eBay Motors or Auto 
Trader, we guess…

So what of the future? This year’s CES was the year of 
the car, with everyone quick to show something, from 
Apple’s CarPlay and Android Auto, all the way up to 
fully-connected cars doing stuff that we’d not previously 
thought of, like BMW’s brilliant laser light idea (basically 
laser headlights that are more powerful than 1,000 LEDs, 
yet require less energy than conventional lights to operate).

Then of course, the manufacturers’ holy grail – a 
self-driving car. Again at CES, everyone was keen to show 

how far they’ve come with this. Audi, VW and Mercedes-
Benz were all waving wildly while shouting, ‘hey, look over 
here!’ while pointing at their autonomous efforts, but again 
they’re all trying something different from one another. 
Read more about self-driving developments opposite.

What no one seems to be able to give an answer for yet 
though, different or otherwise, is whether any customer, 
anywhere, actually wants a self-driving car. Saying that, 
some years ago it was a preposterous notion that three of 
the biggest, loudest car manufacturers would make use of 
hybrid technology, and look at where we’re at now. The 
roads they are a-changing…

WHAT NO ONE SEEMS  
TO BE ABLE TO GIVE AN 
ANSWER TO IS WHETHER 
ANYONE ACTUALLY WANTS 
A SELF-DRIVING CAR
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 Progress 
through 
technology

ext year hybrids will be everywhere, but it’s not just 
engines that are integrating a greater use of tech – 
how we keep connected to our cars will too. Many 

phone and watch app concepts out there showcase control 
of car functions, with Hyundai’s phone app for its Blue Link 
system ready to go right now. Blue Link enables engine 
start, locking/unlocking of doors and even assists in the 
event of your vehicle being stolen.

But ideas that have really caught our attention centre 
around how a connected car could improve your actual 
driving experience. BMW showed off its M4 Concept 
Iconic smart headlights recently, that dynamically change 
direction based on the layout of the road ahead using GPS 
data, making night driving safer.

Beyond that, connected cars offer the potential to 
actually set your car up. They could learn the most efficient 
way to drive your daily commute for example – and even 
communicate with other vehicles, or city infrastructure, to 
relieve congestion and reroute traffic.

But what about 2016? A raft of plug-ins are expected to 
land, with the likes of VW adding to its existing hybrid e-Golf 
with a Passat GTE, and Toyota due to release the Mirai, its 
fuel cell-powered FCV with hydrogen tanks that can be filled 
in just three minutes. Hydrogen is still quite the unknown 
quantity in this market, so Toyota recently put 5,000 
patents into the wild to help other manufacturers get to 
grips with hydrogen fuel cell storage technology.

Good stuff will be coming from Nissan too, having 
announced a hook-up with NASA to develop plug-in tech. 
You don’t get much more futuristic than that!

Car tech to look out for  
in 2016 and beyond…
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02 C-maX SOLar eNerGi
Taking an alternative approach 
to charging, Ford has turned the 
roof of a C-MAX Energi hybrid 
into a bespoke solar panel. It also 
uses Ford’s auto-park to follow 
the sun throughout the day – we 
guess it could track itself around 
a carpark, for example.

04 TOyOTa fV2
We’ve seen this before, but it still 
held pride of place on Toyota’s 
Detroit stand. The driver shifts 
around the cabin to control this 
‘personal transportation pod’ 
and it will project important info 
onto the windscreen using facial 
recognition commands.

couple of years ago it would’ve been hard to imagine that CES 
would be overrun by automobiles, but in a clamour for 
attention that’s what happened. Autonomous vehicles were 

huge news, and Audi took the gong for biggest show-off, by getting its 
A7 development car – known as Jack – to drive itself on a 550-mile 
trip from San Francisco to the show in Las Vegas.  

VW was a tad more realistic, showing an e-Golf with Trained 
Parking. Rather than simply parallel park itself – like you’ll find on 
production cars right now – the e-Golf can drive itself away from you, 
find a space and park. Then, via an instruction from your smartwatch, 
it’ll bring itself back when you’re ready for it too.

And then there was Mercedes-Benz, showing off its vision of an 
autonomous future with the F 015, a five metre long, two metre wide 
luxo-barge, that’s basically a hyper-tech living room on wheels.
Do you want a car that can drive itself though? Maybe drop us a line 
and let us know: inbox@t3.com.

driving redefined
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S e L f - d r i V e r S

CES 2015 was the year of the car, where 
autos crossed over into our tech world…

01 bOLT eV
This was a surprise  
at The Detroit Motor 
Show, and serves as a 
marker – along with  
the existing Volt – to 
indicate Chevrolet’s 
renewed focus on 
electric vehicles. It 
should have a range of 
around 100 miles and 
start just shy of £20k.

Five cracking concepts from this 
year’s big motor and tech shows

MERCEDES-
BENz F 015

05 VW GOLf r TOuCh
VW revealed a system at CES 
that aims to do away with all 
physical switches for climate 
control and infotainment, 
replacing them with proximity-
aware systems and gesture 
controls. This should appear 
before 2020.

03 Lm STraTi
The Local Motors Strati was one 
of the most bizarre concepts on 
show in Detroit, but a good ‘un 
too – it’s the world’s first 
3D-printed car. LM printed 
everything it could using a 3D 
printer, including the interior, 
bodywork and chassis.
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Hypercars 
for the  
future 

uite surprisingly, Porsche is actually leading the way 
in the plug-in hybrid game, with more than any other 
manufacturer, standing at three across different 

segments: Panamera and Cayenne S E-Hybrid saloon and SUV 
respectively, and of course the mighty 918 Spyder hypercar.

When Porsche said it was going to make 918 examples 
of the 918, people who thought they knew laughed and said 
they were making too many. Porsche has since sold them all. 
It’s probably down to the fact that this is the fastest Porsche 
that’s ever been made. Or it could be that people saw pictures 
of factory driver Mark Webber chauffeuring tennis ace Maria 
Sharapova around London in one.

Either way, this car is the pinnacle of what Porsche is 
prepared to show us that it can do right now, and points the 
way to a bright, electrically propulsive future. And don’t be 
surprised if a 911 E-Hybrid appears soon.  
porsche.com/uk/models/918/918-spyder

For our money, the Porsche 918 
is the finest example of where 
car tech is heading…

Is the fastest car that Porsche has ever made 
really a plug-in hybrid? Answer: yes.
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p O r S C h e  9 1 8  S p y d e r

I t ’ S  A l l  I n  t H E  D E t A I l S

01 eNGiNe
4.6-litre V8 derived from Porsche 
LMP2 programme, mated to two 
permanent magnet AC 
synchronous motors (That’s 
‘batteries’ to you and I – Ed).

02 LeCCy biLL
You can fully juice the car in  
25 minutes using Porsche’s 
bespoke high-speed charger. 
You’ll want to stick it in Hot Lap 
mode, which gives 90 per cent 
all-out power.

03 daSh mOuNTed iNfO
All the information that you 
could want is available via four 

screens in the cabin. Not that 
you’ll be able to take it all in at a 
bazillion mph…

04 SaViNG WeiGhT
Weight is saved wherever 
possible. The ‘Weissach Pack’ 
option goes even further, shaving 
40kg off with magnesium wheels 
and a body wrap instead of paint.

05 WheeL Time ChOiCeS
There’s a steering wheel located 
‘map’ switch to select engine 
mode and set up E-Power, 
Hybrid, Sport Hybrid, Race 
Hybrid and Hot Lap. That’s 
all-electric to batshit crazy!

1

5
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engine 4593CC V8, PLUS TWO 
PERMANENT ELECTRIC MOTORS
Power 874BHP 
Torque 944LB FT @ 6.700RPM
Transmission SEVEN-SPEED 
PDK (DOPPELKUPPLUNG)
acceleraTion 
0-62MPH IN 2.6 SECONDS

ToP sPeed 214MPH 
(93MPH IN ELECTRIC MODE)
curb weighT 3,692LBS
fuel 94.1MPG 
co2 70G/KM
vehicle Tax band A
Price €781,155

S P y D E R  S E n S E

2

for a shade over €780,000 
you get a plug-in hybrid 
capable of doing 0-62mph 
in 2.6 seconds. 

4

3
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m C L a r e N  p 1
PRICE £866,000  OUt all sold

W hen Ferrari makes a halo car it 
certainly doesn’t mess about. The 

F40, F50, Enzo… those cars were 
stunning in looks and performance. 
And so it is with this – LaFerrari, 
TheFerrari, whatever it’s called. This is 
Ferrari’s truest expression of itself in 

2014, a hugely powerful petrol engine 
married to a Kinetic Energy Recovery 
System (KERS) giving a total power 
output of 950bhp. It’ll do 0-62mph in 
2.9 seconds, top out beyond 217mph 
and cost you over a million quid.  
auto.ferrari.com

S imply put, you have to have 
ginormous cojones to drive the P1 

anywhere near the limit. Unlike the 
LaFerrari and Porsche 918 Spyder, the 
P1 carries one battery, downstream of 
a 3.8-litre V8 engine, all powering just 
the rear wheels. This makes it a huge, 

gorgeous and a bloody scary handful.  
It’ll get to 62mph from nothing in 2.8 
seconds, and top out at a whopping 
268mph. Now, go sit in the corner of a 
dark room, trembling, and think about 
that for a while.  
cars.mclaren.com 

l A S P E C S

EngInE 6.3 l F140 V12, electric motor & Kers 
POwER 950BHP
ACCElERAtIOn 0-62mPH in <3 sec
tOP sPEEd 217mPH+
FUEl 13.7mPG
CO2 330G/Km

A n  I C O n  U P D A t E D

EngInE mclaren m838tQ twin-turBo 3.8 l V8  
Plus mclaren electric ecu motor 
POwER 903BPH 
ACCElERAtIOn 0-62mPH in 2.8 sec
tOP sPEEd 268mPH
FUEl 18mPG

PRICE £1.15 million  OUt all sold
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f O r d  G T

T his is it, the all-new heir to the 
Honda supercar throne. This time 

around there’s a twin-turbocharged V6 
and three electric motors – one for 
each wheel and one to fill in the torque 
gap while the turbos spool up. Honda is 
about to power the McLaren F1 team in 

2015, and there’s similarities between 
that engine and this. The NSX is hoping 
to rival the likes of the more 
established Ferrari 458, Porsche 911 
and Audi R8 V10. We’re a little excited!
honda.co.uk/cars/comingsoon/
nsxconcept

a  nd lastly, this isn’t very tech, but 
it’s more than worth a mention as 

an indication of the change that we’re 
experiencing. The Ford GT has always 
needed to flex its guns in a very 
American way, but this new one has 
dropped the supercharged V8 of old 

and in its place has a twin-turbo 
3.5-litre V6 Ecoboost. Yes an Ecoboost 
engine! But fear not, Ford promises us 
more than 600bhp and one of the best 
power-to-weight ratios of any modern 
production car.  
ford.co.uk/Cars/FutureVehicles

D R E A M  M A C H I n E

EngInE twin-turBo V6/tHree electric motors 
POwER oVer 550BHP
ACCElERAtIOn tBc
tOP sPEEd tBc
FUEl tBc
CO2 tBc

E C O - M U S C l E

EngInE 3.5-litre V6 ecoBoost 
POwER 600BHP+ 
ACCElERAtIOn tBc
tOP sPEEd tBc
FUEl tBc
CO2 tBc

PRICE £tBc  OUt tBc

PRICE around £100,000  OUt summer
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 Charging 
towards a 
revolution

ometimes it takes an outsider to shake things up. To 
ignore the rules, to ditch the received wisdom, to 
well-and-truly tear things up. When it comes to 

electric cars, most existing car manufacturers will tell you 
battery technology simply doesn’t cut it for long-range car 
travel. You can slap in a huge battery, they’ll say. But then 
charging simply takes too long to be practical.

Enter Tesla Motors, a textbook example of a disruptive 
upstart doing things the established players don’t dare or 
simply can’t imagine. In this case, it’s an electric car with a 
massive 300 mile range and a network of supercharging 
stations that are capable of topping up a Tesla in under an  
hour while you do your shopping. Not even the biggest, best 
known brands in motoring are attempting anything even half 
as bold. Impressive, huh?

The Tesla Model S isn’t your 
standard electric vehicle. It’s a 
four-door supercar with a 300 
mile range that you can charge 
for free in less than an hour.  
Has that got your attention? 

As if that’s not enough, the Tesla Model S packs enough 
performance to blow the doors off anything this side of a 
supercar. In its fastest form, this rather sober-looking saloon 
explodes to 60mph in just 3.2 seconds. Oh, and the guy behind 
it all is none other than Elon Musk, the high-tech entrepreneur 
with more than a passing resemblance to a certain iron-clad 
comic book superhero. He’s also planning a manned mission to 
Mars. You couldn’t make this stuff up!

The latest four-wheel-drive ‘P85D’ version of the Model S 
comes with a preposterous 691hp total power output from its 
front and rear electric motors, enabling space-and-time 
bending acceleration. We’ll have to make do with the mere 
380hp of the two-wheel-drive Model S ‘85’. That said, we’re 
still talking five-and-a-bit seconds to 60mph in a comfy luxury 
car. It’s the instant response that really stands out. P
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Conventional combustion cars feel like they’re asleep by 
comparison. The eerie low-speed silence is unlike any 
fuel-burner, too, even if at motorway pace the unavoidable 
wind and road roar are more familiar.

The Model S isn’t too shabby in the handling department, 
either. The massive 85kWh battery isn’t ideal in terms of 
weight, but because it forms the floor of the Model S, Tesla has 
achieved an incredibly low centre of gravity. And that makes 
for flatter cornering and better stability than you normally get 
from this size of car. 

Inside, the Model S’s party piece is a huge 17-inch 
touchscreen display complete with Google Maps. The 
touchscreen also gives access to almost all the other in-car 
functionality. There’s virtually no switchgear on the 
minimalist dash. And we like.

Of course, none of this would be much use if the 
Model S runs out of juice half-a-mile from home. In 
the official EU test, this 85kWh model achieves 310 
miles, which is spectacular for an electric car. In 
practice, you’ll need to drive very carefully to break 
the 300 mile barrier. That said, we did roughly 150 
miles driving, ahem, enthusiastically and still had 90 
miles remaining range. The latter figure is about as far 
as you’ll get with a full charge from most electric cars. 

As for charging, that huge battery means it can take 
over 24 hours for a full charge using a standard 
domestic socket. Install a three-phase charger and you 
can cut that to 6.5 hours. Where things get really 
interesting though is with Tesla’s own supercharging 
stations (see ‘Supercharger’ over the page). 

iN iTs fAsTesT fORM,  
THis RATHeR sObeR 
lOOkiNg sAlOON  
exPlOdes TO 60MPH  
iN jusT 3.2 seCONds

M A R C H 2 01 5 T3 69



S u p e r c h a r g e r

Range anxiety. It’s easily the biggest barrier 
to electric car adoption. The solution is a 
huge battery. But the massive battery fitted 
to the Model S requires a load of energy to 
charge. It can take over 24 hours to juice a 
Tesla Model S at a UK wall socket. So, Tesla is 
planning a network of 120kW fast (and free!) 
superchargers across the UK and Europe 
capable of an 80 per cent charge in 40 
minutes or 50 per cent in 20. The UK has 16 
locations including several in London and 
cities including Bristol, Exeter, Northampton, 
Birmingham and Edinburgh. Tesla’s dream of 
long-distance electric motoring isn’t quite 
here yet, but the company is making one hell 
of an effort to make it happen. 

I n - c a r  S y S T e m

An in-car touchscreen is nothing new.  
Nor is Google Maps. But the way Tesla has 
served up Google Maps on a 17-inch screen, 
complete with support for gestures and 
swipes that work just like they do on your 
phone or tablet, combined with a smaller 
display in the driver’s instrument cluster, 
makes for the best in-car navigation currently 
available. Of course, you’d expect a car 
company as techy as Tesla to serve up 
copious app support. And unsurprisingly, 
Tesla has doubled up on apps, offering in-car 
apps like internet radio and web browsing  
via the in-car display, as well as a smartphone 
app that enables vehicle tracking and 
management of charging. 

T h e  p r I c e  I S  r I g h T

Even the UK government’s £5,000 plug-in car 
grant can’t put much of a dent in the Model S, 
what with the cheapest version starting at 
just under £50,000. If you do major mileage,   
and the Model S is probably the only current 
electric car capable of clocking up serious 
motorway miles, things start to look very 
interesting indeed. 20,000 miles in an 
equivalent combustion car will cost you 
roughly £3,000. In the Model S it’ll be under 
£800 in electricity. And that’s paying for 
every electron. Charge up at Tesla’s free-to-
use superchargers and it won’t cost you a 
penny. With no road tax, low company car tax 
and lease deals from £500 a month, this car 
might be more attainable than you think.

THe TeslA MOdel s  
is A seRiOusly quiCk,  
sliCk ANd desiRAble 
gliMPse Of THe fuTuRe  
Of eleCTRiC VeHiCles 
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The beautiful 17-inch touchscreen dominates the Tesla’s cabin

The digital instrument cluster provides instant and clear feedback
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V e r D I c T

The true test of the Tesla Model s isn’t 
actually the car itself, as excellent as it is. 
instead, it’s Tesla’s promise to build a full 
network of superchargers across the uk and 
europe. if that happens, the Model s will 
become a truly viable long-distance car with 
broad appeal, albeit at quite a price. until 
then, it’s a seriously quick, slick and desirable 
glimpse of the future of electric vehicles.

T3 SayS The best electric car you can 
buy. Quicker than most so-called sports 
cars, too. But it’s not quite viable as a 
long-distance car until the full network  
of superchargers appears.

F a n c y  a n  a L T e r n a T I V e ?

BmW I8
Probably the only car that comes close for all-round techy appeal. A 
supercar to the Tesla’s saloon, the petrol-electric i8 attacks the 
range problem from a different angle. £99,895, bmw.co.uk

LexuS gS 450h
If Tesla is the all-electric Johnny-come-lately, Lexus and its parent 
company Toyota is the best established player in petrol-electric 
hybrid tech. £45,495, lexus.co.uk

auDI a6 3.0 BITDI quaTTro
Highly efficient, but ultra quick, this A6 is the state-of-the-art diesel 
alternative, capable of 155mph and getting on for 1,000 miles range.
£44,330, audi.co.uk

maSeraTI quaTTroporTe S
Sod the environment. Forget about carbon emissions. If you want a 
super saloon that looks great and sounds even better, you need the 
Maserati Quattroporte S. £80,095, maserati.co.uk

BaTTery 85KWH
Power 380HP 
TranSmiSSion 
1-SPEEd FIxEd GEAR
acceleraTion 
0-60MPH IN 5.4SEC
ToP SPeed 125MPH  
range 310 MILES 
SafeTy 5 STAR  
(EURO NCAP)

inTerior Trim  
NAPPA LEATHER
caBin feaTUreS 17-INCH 
TOUCHSCREEN WITH 
GOOGLE MAPS
TecH PacK AUTOMATIC 
KEYLESS ENTRY, AUTOPILOT, 
LEd CORNERING LIGHTS  
ANd MORE
Price £58,680

M O D E L  F E A T U R E S
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SUBSCRIBE
PRINT dIgITal

ChooSE yoUR PaCkagE 

Get every issue of T3 delivered to  
your door at £21.99 every six months. 

PLUS a free Kisai Tenmetsu LED 
watch, worth £95!

Your subscription will then continue at £21.99 
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 Shotgun wedding
Land Rover joins with posh gun marque to make the ultimate luxury SUV

Your monthlY exiStence enhancer

With the shooting season well underway, check out 
this holland and holland land rover. H&H 
purveys exquisitely hand-tooled boomsticks and 
related accoutrements to the gentry. Land Rover… 
Well, you know what Land Rover does. This is a 

symphony in tan and espresso leather, with several 
hectares of legroom, “electrically deployable walnut 
tables” and, in the back, a gunbox that’s had about as 
much engineering put into it as you’ll find in some 
entire cars. Pull! £You can’t afford it, landrover.co.uk

WoRds Duncan Bell
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Cold drip Coffee
Luke and Hugh from sandowslondon.co.uk 

show how to make the best cup of chilled joe

1 Stream it If you’re a streaming fan, your 
best bet is Tidal, which has 25 million 

songs encoded in a high quality lossless 
format and apps for iOS, Android, Mac and 

Windows (£19.99/month).

2 Download Alternatively, Neil Young’s 
new Pono Store (ponomusic.force.com) 

sells albums ranging in quality from 16-bit 
to 24-bit for around $20 each. HD Tracks 

(hdtracks.co.uk) lets you choose your 
preferred file type (FLAC, WAV etc) and 
downloads cost around £17 per album.

3 Play on Next you’ll need something to 
play it on. There’s the Pono Player ($399, 

ponomusic.force.com), or there’s a number 
of Sony Walkmans that support hi-res 

audio. The Walkman NWZ-A, for example 
(£169, sony.co.uk).

4 Plug in Or, you could pick up a pair of 
Philips Fidelio M2L headphones (¤250, 
philips.co.uk) that plug directly into the 
Lightning port on your iPhone or iPad. 
This allows the cans to do all the heavy 

lifting with a built-in DAC.

5 Audio apps Flac Player + and AIMP are 
two great free apps for playing high-res 
audio formats on your smartphones, for 

iOS and Android respectively, while VLC 
Player (free, videolan.org) lets you build up 

a library of music on your PC and Mac.

Tool of 
The monTh

einhell 
BT-lS44 
log SpliTTer
TIMBBERRR! Do you have 
tonnes of excess wood from 
your ‘forest’ just lying around? 
Of course you do. Eight tonnes 
of splitting force makes easy work 
of excess lumber, so you don’t 
need to risk chainsawing through 
your leg… again. Ideal for lazy 
fireplace owners.
£180, einhell.com

Seagate Wireless Plus
Wireless HDD with 1TB of storage and the 

ability to beam files from your computer and 
mobile devices.

£109.99, seagate.com

CCleaner (Mac & PC)
Searches your computer for unused files and 
highlights what is taking up all your storage, 

then lets you easily delete the excess.
£19.94, piriform.com

GoodSync
Multi-platform syncing tool that keeps all files 

backed-up and accessible everywhere.
$29.95, goodsync.com

Clean and mean
Hard-drive free and breezy – check. 

Optimum performance – check. Now 
you’re ready for 2015.

UpdaTe yoUr  
mUSiC SeT-Up 

The latest tech to improve your  
audio listening experience 

1/ Two points of order Light to medium 
roasted coffees will give a sweeter, cleaner 

result when brewed cold. Soft water is ideal, 
but Tesco Ashbeck is a popular alternative for 

coffee fiends living in hard water areas.

2/ To make 1 litre Take 75-100g of coffee and 
grind coarse. Put coffee into cafetière and add 

1L of water, but don’t plunge yet! 

3/ 3 Chill it Leave in the fridge or in a cool 
place for 12-16hrs, then plunge.

4/ On the rocks We like to serve it over ice 
afterwards but it should be sufficiently  

chilled without. Enjoy!
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hoW To
hACK YoUR lIfe WITh TeCh

2

3

The TeChqUaTion
Spring clean your computer 

4

WOrDS PETE DREyER ILLuSTrATIONS MARk MITChEll

1

geT The 
lollipop look

Give your phone all the features of Android 
5.0 Lollipop even if it won’t get the update



#44
 GoPro VIDEo
You’ve got your GoPro Hero 4 Black charged and extreme sports 
holiday booked, but to become the real king of the mountain, you 
need a few extra bits too…

ObsessiOn
BECOME THE KING OF...

What you’ll need…

Words max parker m a r c h 2 01 5 T3 7 7

Techlifeshoot to thrill

1/ Knog Qudos Action
strap 400 lumens worth 
of leds to the side of 
your GoPro for night 
shooting. It’ll ride with 
you to 40m underwater.
£81, knog.com.au

2/ GoPro LCD  
Touch BacPac
this lCd touch display 
lets you frame your shots 
and gives easier access to 
the settings menu.  
£60, gopro.com 

3/ DJi Phantom 2
Video stabilising drone 
that captures stunning 
aerial shots, and can have 

its flight programmed 
from an iPad.  
£499, store.dji.com

4/ Wizmount CU2 
Backpack Mount
Complete PoV mount 
system inside a rugged 
backpack with a shock 
absorbent construction. 
£80, actioncameras.co.uk

5/ Galileo & GoPro 
Mount Bundle
a robotic mount, 
controllable through an 
app that produces smooth 
panorama shots and pan 
and tilt footage.  
£120, motrr.com

1/ Polaroid Cube dinky snapper produces 1080p 
footage and 6MP stills from a wide angle, 
124-degree lens. the rechargeable battery lasts 90 
minutes and a magnetic base forgoes the need for a 
mount. £89.99, polaroid.com
2/ HTC re It may look like a periscope crossed 
with an asthma inhaler, but htC’s first camera 
snaps 1080p video, slick timelapse shots and 
automatically powers up when you pick it up.
£129.99, htc.com
3/ Garmin Virb Elite Waterproof, rugged and with 
a battery lasting three hours, this is a fully featured 
alternative. Image stabilisation is included and the 
wide lens captures all the action. £170, garmin.com
4/ Drift Ghost S Boasts a display for watching back 
your clips and a handy remote too. Footage can be 
recorded at 1080p at 30fps, or 720p at 60fps for 
slo-mo editing, with 11MP snaps.
£299, driftinnovation.com

THE CoMPETITIon
four more action cameras to choose from 

for your next adventure

f
y

i

alastair Jennings, writer for 
digital camera magazine and 
n-Photo, shares his tiPs for 
budding goPro-ists…

1/ don’t skimP on the memory
a card with a fast write speed is 
essential – Gopro’s hi res video 
needs to write a lot of data to 
your sd very quickly, otherwise 
it’ll lock up. you’ll pay a premium 
for the likes of the sandisk 
extreme pro or samsunG 
microsdhc pro, both with write 
speeds in excess of 50mb/s, but 
the extra cost is worth it.

2/ lick and diP
blurry footaGe caused by water 
droplets on your lens can be a 
real issue when filminG around 
water. there is a simple solution 
– just lick the lens and dip it into 
water before you start filminG. 
this makes water bead off the 
lens, leavinG it clear.

3/ find the right settings
it’s temptinG to set your Gopro to 
the hiGhest quality, but try 
experimentinG with a resolution 
and frame rate that suits the 
activity you’re doinG. for hiGh 
speed action, 1080p at 120fps will 
enable slow motion capturinG, 
whereas for family video a more 
sedate 1080 at 30fps will be fine.

4/ avoid steaming uP
usinG your Gopro underwater or 
in the surf? you’re likely to Get 
foGGy lenses, and that’s a pain to 
sort once you’re out in the wet. 
fear not – Gopro’s anti foG 
inserts come in packs of 12 and 
each can be used up to four times. 
insert between the case and 
Gopro for steam free shootinG.



The Tech
Under the hood of the Bebop Drone

1/ Camera, action
The Bebop uses a fixed, 14-meg fisheye lens with 
a cluster of algorithms letting you tilt the view 

up or down without the camera actually moving. 
Results are stable and eschew distortion. 

2/ Fun steer
If you struggle with touchscreens or gyroscopic 

controls and wish to fly in excess of 1,500m 
– the standard package’s Wi-Fi range is only 
300m – grab the optional Skycontroller. It’ll 

dislodge an extra £340 from your wallet, mind. 

3/ Charge of the flight brigade
It flies for about 12 minutes per charge – not bad 
considering it needs to power an accelerometer, 

gyroscope, magnetometer and ultrasound.

Parrot’s funky follow-up to its world-
conquering AR Drone, the lightweight Parrot 
Bebop Drone is rammed with an ample 
shedload of electronic wizardry that makes it 
both easy to control and extraordinarily stable 
in flight, whether indoors or out. The 
FreeFlight 3 iOS and Android app offers full 
control by simply tilting your device’s screen in 
the direction you want it to fly and also 
includes camera controls, in-flight stats and  
a button for automated take-offs and landings. 
Chocs away! From £430, parrot.com/uk

WORDS Derek aDams

Techlife

This rear-facing seat 
keeps your little ’un 
safe and can be easily 
removed and carried 
off like a travel cot, or 
even fitted to selected 
Cybex pushchair 
chassis. Safety 
features include 
side-impact 
protection, automatic 
angle adjustment for 
smaller tots and an 
11-position height-
adjustable headrest. 
£185, cybex-online.com

DRONe 
WARS
Camera-equipped flyer hits new 
heights, shoots them in full HD

cybex ATON Q cAR SeAT
Easy-carry car cocoon keeps kids comfy and safe

Tech DAD SelecTS
More high-flyers for the kids’ consideration

Walkera Tali H500
Fully-tooled, big boy’s hexacopter with HD cam and a 

plethora of safety features. £1,220, hobbyone.com

Hubsan X4
Dinky drone has an HD cam and is a great bit of kit for 

honing pilot skills. £80, red5.co.uk
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Tech dad

IT’s for The kIds, 

honesT



Words Duncan Bell

Smarter Wi-Fi Kettle
slower and noisier to boil than the rest, this 
also looks a little cheap, and wobbles about a 
bit. on the other hand, it has Wi-Fi control, and 
can even Tweet or Facebook to announce that 
you’ve started a brew. remote-control boiling 
proves oddly addictive. £100, smarter.am 3/5

Kenwood Persona
This brushed aluminium boiler is so quiet, 
you hardly know it’s on. Thank heavens for 
the beep. No fewer than seven temperature 
settings are provided, covering everything 
from delicate white and green teas to builders’ 
black. £100, kenwoodworld.com/uk 4/5

Marks & Spencer travel kettle
Have a proper cuppa… even in France! 

The 0.5-litre M&s traveller comes 
with a pair of plastic cups, too. 

£12, marksandspencer.com

le creuset stainless steel Kone 
retro kettle works on all hob types 
and boasts a classic steam whistle.  

£80, lecreuset.co.uk

Brew-ha-ha
The premium kettle market is coming up to boiling point.  
Or is it 80ºC? You can set temperatures for different drinks 
with these. Let’s find out which is the hottest of them all…

Leaf it out!
Brew-master and owner of  
the Chinese Tea Company  
(the-chinese-tea-company.com),  
Juyan Webster gives her (PG) tips

“For some tea – a Fine green, For 
instance – iF the water is too hot it will 
scald the tea leaF, the vitamin c will be 
ruined and the tannic acid and caFFeine 
will dissolve, giving the tea a bitter 
taste. conversely, use water that’s not 
hot enough with low grade green and 
black, and it won’t inFuse properly.

Tea TemperaTure guide 
green: 70°c to 90°c
Fine leaves, Fine small shoots and 
smooth needle-shape green tea:  
80˚ to 85˚
large and rougher leaves (such as 
home-grown green tea): 90˚
Japanese green tea like gyokuro: 70˚ 
white tea: 85˚ to 95˚
oolong tea: 95˚ to 100°
black tea: 100°
herbal tea: 100°

want something a bit diFFerent? pu’er 
tea is a variety oF Fermented dark tea 
produced in yunnan province in 
southwest china. it is commonly 
compressed into a variety oF shapes 
such as round and Flat, bowl, brick 
or mushroom shaped and can be 
stored and aged to improve Flavour, 
health beneFits and investment 
potential. prices range From £28 to 
£85 and upwards For Just 375 grams.

Bonus BoiLers
Two other approaches to the  

heating of water for the purpose  

of beverage consumption

TesT
Winner

Techlifered hot kettle action

Kitchenaid 1.7 litre
A chic, capacious number in a choice of four 
colours, this boils faster than anything else on 
test, has a wide, non-drip spout and blue LEds 
to illuminate the water level. only that our last 
Kitchenaid kettle proved lacking in longevity 
prevents a full 5. £100, kitchenaid.co.uk 4/5 

Dualit classic
Like the company’s timeless toaster, dualit’s 
1.7-litre kettle is elegant on any work surface, 
and is available in 50 different colour schemes. 
No temperature control means it’s not one for 
Japanese tea lovers, but it does have the most 
comfy handle on test. £130, dualit.com 4/5
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1/ Nike ACG Collection
2-in-1 Jacket
Responder Backpack 
Nike’s ACG 2-in-1 jacket 
is built for changing 
conditions. The outer 
layer is all Gore-Tex 
and sealed seams, with 
a packable hood to 
keep you dry, whilst the 
inner provides warmth 
and comfort via fleece 
lining. The jacket also 
features multiple zip 
pockets, interior cord 
management details 
and adjustable cuffs and 
hem on the outer jacket. 
Naturally, black isn’t the 
best colour for getting 
you noticed at night, but 
reflective detailing all 
over the jacket takes care 
of that too.

The ACG Responder 
backpack meanwhile, 
features Nike’s Quad 
Zip system, which lets 
you get at all your stuff 
without wasting time, 
basically. And it looks 
like a facehugger pod 
from Alien so, two 
reasons to love it. 

Check out the  
whole Nike ACG 
collection online.
Jacket: £450, Backpack: 
£200, nikelab.com

2/ Maui Jim 
Maui Cat III
The sailing cat is a 
classic profile, but 

Maui Jim’s lenses make 
the Cat III sunglasses 
particularly brilliant. 
Maui Jim’s tech 
enhances the colours 
around you as well as 
polarising and protecting 
from UV, and the tech 
film is inside the lens 
itself, safe from scratches 
and bumps.
£170, mauijim.com/shop/
en/uk

3/ Asics Gel-Lyte III 
Triple Black
The Gel Lyte III was 
released in 1989, but 
like many 90s trainer 
silhouettes, it’s enjoying 
a resurgence. It’s a 
classic design – one of 
Asics’ most popular 
ever – with a split tongue 
ensuring that the top 
of the shoe remains 
comfortable for everyone.
£92, asics.co.uk

4/ Long Distance  
1.0 Black
We love Kitmen Keung’s 
Long Distance series, 
but this all black version 
is especially sleek. Two 
aluminium matte black 
dials can be set to any 
timezone you like, and 
the stainless steel case 
and aluminium calf 
leather strap round off 
the luxury.
£340, 
dezeenwatchstore.com

Black
Nike’s new ACG collection 
combines two of our favourite 
things – tech and noir
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Techlife UPGRADE
Fix up,

Look smart

f
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AdidAs All BlACks jersey

Do you like black? Do you like 
rugby? get a loaD of aDiDas’ 
latest all blacks kit, not only 
packeD with every last bit of 
aDi’s clothing tech, but 
officially the ‘blackest’ new 
ZealanD kit ever maDe thanks to 
carbon woven into the fabric. 
it’s so increDible you can’t buy 
it, so there you go.



We loved the Withings Activité watch from last year and, even though it still isn’t available, 
Withings has a new version – the Activité Pop. It tracks your steps, watches your calories and 
all that good stuff. It monitors your sleep, and then wakes you up with a Fitbit-style vibrating 
alarm. It’s even waterproof to 30 metres and automatically recognises what you’re doing, 
whether you’re out for a run or swimming lengths in the pool. In fact, Pop does everything its 
older brother does for a fraction of the price, and it still looks classy coming in blue, grey and 
black initially, with more colours to follow. £120, withings.com, out March 2015

top of
the pops
Withings’ jazzy new Activité Pop  
is a classy but affordable 
smartwatch for the masses… 

Weird Wear ables 
from Ces

Check out three new wearables you 

never knew you needed from this 

year’s Las Vegas show

m a r c h 2 01 5 T3 8 1Words Pete Dreyer

TechlifeWatch your step

pulse
TeCH puT THROuGH

ITs pACes

1/ Breathometer Breeze Turn your 
phone into a wireless breathalyser.  

£65, breathometer.com

3/ Parrot Zik Sport headphones 
Noise-cancelling phones to track your 
run in minute detail. £200, parrot.com

2/ iSwimband strap this to your 
toddler and it’ll alert you if they’ve gone 

into water. £53, iswimband.com

so Why so Cheap?
The luxury calf leather strap from the 

original Activité has been replaced by a 
classic silicone strap for the Pop.

similarly, the sapphire glass face on the 
first Activité was a large contributor to 
that £320 price tag. The Pop has a far 

more modest, but equally hard-wearing 
PVd-coated mineral glass display.

The Withings Activité Pop uses classic 
analog watch batteries, which means 

there’s no need to recharge the device. 
It should last about eight months at a 

time, and watch batteries are still cheap 
to replace.
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Pulse
TeCH PuT THROuGH

ITs PACes
Angling for tech?
We’ve got the rods of the gods, plus a raft of other goodies that’ll help  
you maintain supremacy in the eternal battle betwixt man and fish

Angling Times 
experT richArd grAnge  
serves up fishin’ Tips

chAse The breeze
fish feel the wind too, because it 
either warms or chills the 
water they live in. broadly 
speaking, this can be summed up 
as “if the wind’s in the east, the 
fish bite least but if the wind’s in 
the west, the fish bite best.” a 
southerly is also favourable.

chArT your course
information is key in angling, 
from finding out the right baits 
and tactics to discovering new 
places to fish. hours spent 
scouring the internet, asking 
questions in local fishing 
tackle shops and trawling 
britain’s biggest-selling weekly 
fishing newspapers will all help 
you catch more fish.

don’T be A cheAp skATe
reputable brands such as daiwa, 
drennan, maver, fox and preston 
innovations – to name but a few 
– might not sell the cheapest 
tackle but it’s top quality and 
will see you proud for years.

Words RichaRd GRanGe

1/ daiwa Tournament Pro  
TnPF11Q-aU  
World feeder champ 2014 steve 
ringer’s rod of choice is 11 foot long, 
pencil thin in profile and made from 
featherlight carbon fibres. It’s the 
action of this rod that impresses most; 
when fully compressed, it can bend to 
an alarming degree, but without any 
risk of breakage, and without losing 
power or accuracy, either. 
£385, daiwasports.co.uk

2/ Shimano Stella 30000SW 
20 years ago, a good fishing reel would 
have set you back £100 – today it can be 
14 times that amount. That’s progress, 
we guess. There’s engineering and 
then there’s what Japanese tackle giant 
shimano has poured into its stella 

model. With its power and rigidity, 
combined with an extremely smooth 
feel, it’s a stunning reel that will leave 
anglers drooling! 
£1,400, shimano.co.uk

3/ drennan crystal Waggler Floats
Completely see-through floats are  
not a ruse that our piscine chums can 
see through. developed in the 1980s  
by oxford tackle company drennan, 
these are made from tough, clear 
plastic and, as a result, they’re almost 
invisible to fish. That means they’re 
less likely to scare them off. A big range 
of sizes from 0.4g to 3.2g means they 
can be used for anything from ‘laying 
on’ in shallow margins to fishing across 
the river or lake.
£1.65, drennantackle.com

4/ helibaits hB06 
There used to be times when you’d find 
fish feeding at such long range that 
getting bait to them was impossible. 
No longer. developed in France, this is 
your standard consumer drone, with 
the area where a camera normally sits 
replaced by a bomb bay holding up to 
half a kilo of bait and your fishing rig. 
It can deposit in the tightest of spots at 
incredible range, even in the wind. It 
also features LEds for night use.
€1,690, helibaits.com

5/ Fox Range Master 
How can a piece of carbon tube cost 80 
quid, you ask? designed for propelling 
a single bait way beyond the range of 
a standard catapult, the range Master 
Throwing stick offers awesome 
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TechlifeTotal carp

7/ Fish Brain
This app allows anglers around the 
world to log their catches, including 
information on baits used and the 
weather. subscribers can get live 
updates on catches and use this data to 
help with their own fishing. 
App free on iOS and Android, 
subscription £28 per year,  
fishbrain.com

8/ Water Wolf hd
This is fishing’s answer to the GoPro 
(p77). submersible to a depth of 100m, 
it gives a super wide-angle, 720p view 
of what’s going on. Tied to the front of 
a bait or lure, it even captures just how 
fish respond to your tackle, so to speak 
– vital intel for any fisherman. 
£130, waterwolfhd.com

distance thanks to its curved design. 
This imparts spin as the bait is released 
to give it extra length and velocity. The 
lightweight, flexible tube has a non-slip 
rubberised handle which provides a 
solid grip, even with wet hands. so 
that’s how. Happy now? 
£80, foxint.com

6/ deeper Smart Fish Finder
spend a day on a commercial trawler 
and you’ll see sonar used to find the 
fish. Now you can apply the same 
principle to your angling with the 
deeper Fish Finder. The 65mm 
diameter, dual frequency sonar emitter 
performs both narrow and wide 
searches, beaming its findings direct to 
your ios or Android device. 
£170, buydeeper.com

Brine time
Take on sea fishing like Captain Ahab 

with these ocean-going essentials

1/ daiwa dendoh
This electric reel takes the hassle out of 
landing deep-water big game. Just set 
your preferred speed and let it do the 

work. You’ll have no bad back or aching 
arms at the end of the day, though it will 

harm your wallet. $3,499, daiwa.com

2/ Leeda icon
Allows two rods to be fished upright, 

keeping as much line out of the sea and 
the powerful tides as possible.  

£30, leeda.co.uk

3/ Shakespeare alvey
Just sink this slightly into the sand 
above a worm cast and pump. sand 

and worm alike will be sucked up – the 
latter for use as bait. £57, alvey.com/au

M a r c h 2 01 5 T3 8 3





Hello and welcome to the section that we may shortly rename “Marc Newson’s 
random design artefact of the month”. Last issue it was his Beretta 486 shotgun. This 
month, it’s the anodised aluminium Heineken Sub beer pump, which pulls pints – or 
their near, metric equivalent, from two-litre Torp mini-kegs. In our initial testing we 
found the results better than canned Heineken but maybe not as good as what you 
get from its Extra Cold pub pumps. The best way to sum up this luxury, beer-based 
product? “The Nespresso of Lager.” Sub €249, Torps €6 each, heineken.com

Right beeR, 
Right now
After helping to create a shotgun last 
month, Apple-affiliated design mercenary 
Marc Newson quite literally turns to booze

LageR goes 
LaRgeR

Three high-tech homebrew 

powerhouses to buy now or in  

the not-too-distant future

1/ WilliamsWarn Personal Brewery 
Award-winning Kiwi booze factory. 
From NZ$5,955, williamswarn.com

3/ Brewie Even more fully automated 
than the other two. Just topped $120K on 

Indiegogo. From £1,649, brewie.org, out TBC

2/ Brewbot Easy-to-use, Kickstarter-
funded, app-tracked lager master.  
From £2,208, brewbot.io, out 2015

BETTER LIVING THROUGH TECHHOmE

PrePare to Pour
the two-litre torP kegs can be 
kePt in the fridge till you’re 
ready to Pour. the sub then chills 
it down to an oPtimal 2ºc.  

Once Opened, Heineken reckOns tHe 
tOrps stay fresH fOr up tO 15 days.

as well as heineken, you can get 
torPs containing sPain’s tequila-
flavoured desPerados, german 
affligem, and birra moretti baffo 
d’oro from italy. it’s like the 
chamPions league of booze!  
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Techlifedraft punk
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1/ Stage by Bisley  
Work furnishings 
stalwart Bisley is 
targeting the home with 
this new range. Stage 
is modular, so you can 
fit it to your space and 
needs, it’s available 
in a range of colours, 
and should survive 
nuclear assault thanks 
to Bisley’s legendary 
craftspersonship. Now 
all you need to fully 
recreate the office 
experience at home 
is the smell of instant 
coffee and a nagging 
feeling that nobody 
appreciates your efforts. 
£various, bisley.co.uk 

2/ Humanscale 
Diffrient World Chair 
The most desirable work 
seat this side of The Iron 
Throne (but more comfy, 
and hopefully less likely 
to lead to violent death), 
this adjusts to your body 
without the usual welter 
of incomprehensible 
knobs and levers. As 
the tri-panel backrest 
hugs your lumbar region 
like an ergonomic sex 
pest, so the mesh seat 
“eliminates contact 
stress under the thighs”. 
£499, johnlewis.com 

3/ Brother HL-L2300D 
Oh Brother (printer), 
where art thou? Oh, 
there you are. The best 
value mono printer you 
can currently buy, this will 
merrily turf out double-
sided documents at 
26ppm and about 2.5p per 
page. £65, brother.com

4/ Ikea Bekant five-
sided sit/stand desk 
Sitting for extended 
periods is, boffins tell us, 
about as good for you as 
chain-smoking under 
a Sword of Damocles. 
This helps by ensuring 
your desk is at exactly 
the right height, and 
also letting you move 
between a standing 

and sitting position as 
the whim takes you. 
The Bekant adjusts 
electrically from 65 to 
125 cm, while an under-
desk cable management 
system manages your 
cables… under the desk. 
£475, ikea.co.uk  

5/ Bac< Posture Minder 
and Stamina Inmotion 
E1000 Also keeping you 
in shape as you labour: 
an at-desk monitoring 
system that tells you not 
to slouch, and – yes! – a 
sort of elliptical trainer 
thing that you use while 
seated and working. We 
honestly haven’t made 
either of these up. £30, 
postureminder.co.uk, $90, 
staminaproducts.com

6/ Netgear Nighthawk 
R7500 With a 1.4GHz 
dualcore processor, 
AC Wi-Fi quad-stream 
architecture so future-
proof there’s practically 
nothing that supports it 
yet and also excellent N 
Wi-Fi performance, this 
is entirely over-specced 
for your office. It will, 
however, give you the 
edge during Left 4 Dead 2 
marathons in your down 
time. £180, netgear.co.uk 

7/ Belkin WeMo LED 
lighting and Insight 
Switch LED bulbs are 
ideal for work spaces as 
they’re dimmable, give 
very clean white light and 
last for 20+ years before 
they need replacing. 
Belkin’s ones can also be 
activated and dimmed 
via Android and iOS app. 
Plug your office’s six-plug 
strip into the Insight, 
meanwhile, and you’ll add 
app control to that too, 
plus info on your energy 
use and, once you’ve 
put your tariff details 
in the settings, monthly 
costs – which may be tax 
deductible. Wahey! Bulb 
set £80, Insight Switch 
£50, belkin.co.uk

Working 
from home 
Everything the techy and stylish 
creative needs to fill time between 
lengthy Storage Wars binges

BETTER LIVING THROUGH TECHHOmE
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TechlifeIt beats commuting

Spring-cleaning time
Put off doing any work while you feverishly 

expunge filth from your abode. This, the  

very latest in home-cleansing tech, takes  

the pain out of grime wrangling

3/ Joseph Joseph Totem  
waste separation unit

From £175, johnlewis.com

1/ Swash Dry 
Cleaning Machine 

$499, swash.com

2/ Kärcher SC1 
Steam Stick

£100, karcher.co.uk 



1/ Rockliffe Hall

2/ Newcastle

e-Tron and on and on
It promises the battery-electric emissions purity of an EV, combined with the  
long-range, insta-fuelling ease of use of a petrol or diesel car. Can Audi’s new  
plug-in hybrid really deliver the Holy Grail of contemporary techy motoring?

roUTe MasTer
The not-so-sunny north east was the 

e-tron’s testing ground. We headed north 

from Rockcliffe Hall near Darlington 

on full petrol-electric power, following 

twisting country roads towards Hadrian’s 

Wall. Then it was right for Newcastle, flick 

the switch for pure EV mode, then slink 

silently to The Baltic art centre for supper.
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TOP SPEED 137MPH 
0-62MPH 7.6 SECondS
RANGE 31 MILES (EV),  
553 MILES (HYBRId)
ENGINE 1,395CC PETRoL FoUR 
CYLIndER PLUS ELECTRIC MoToR 
A/C SYnCHRonoUS
BATTERY 8.8KWH LITHIUM-Ion
GEARBOX SEVEn-SPEEd,  
dUAL-CLUTCH
POWER/TORquE 204HP/258LB/FT
FuEL EFFIcIENcY 176.6MPG
cARBON EMISSIONS 37G/KM
WEIGHT 1,574KG
PRIcE AS TESTED £39,455

DRIVE
TEch To 

TAKE YoU 

PLAcES



Étron means “turd” in French. However, you 
can rest assured that the Audi A3 Sportback 
e-tron is no such thing. In fact, while we wait 
for electric cars to gain longer ranges and 
faster charging times, it’s the best eco-
transport solution short of riding a horse.

The secret sauce here is a clever combo of 
petrol and electric power. There’s a regular 
combustion engine, a battery and an electric 
motor, all good for 204hp and wrapped up in 
a thoroughly conventional Audi A3 Sportback 
package – a family-sized, five-door hatchback 
with a smattering of premium elements. 

There’s no electric-car weirdness inside or 
out, in other words. But it will do 31 miles in 
pure electric mode, you can charge it for 
pennies and it’ll return a staggering 176.6mpg.

It takes an epic tech effort to make the 
highly complex e-tron work properly. First, 
there’s an advanced, 1.4-litre turbocharged 
petrol engine, with special coatings on its 
pistons and bearings to cope with the start- 
stop running and the fact that the engine is 
often required to wake up from near-cold and 
start working hard immediately.

Then there’s the electric motor, its lithium-
ion battery pack, the charging kit, the 
brake-energy regeneration stuff and a 
dual-clutch gearbox with a decoupler to 

seamlessly feed in and out power from the 
electric motor. All of this is built to work 
smoothly and flawlessly for 100,000 miles or 
more, with seamless transition from EV mode 
to petrol-and-electric dual assault. 

All this cleverness makes the e-tron weigh 
300kg more than the regular Sportback, and 
so it is a bit less agile. Then again, with over 
200hp on tap, it’s no slouch, and the extra 
heft gives the car a substantial, grown up feel 
that you don’t often find in this class. 

The e-tron sets out to tick a lot of boxes: 
family car, sporty hatchback, zero-emissions 
EV, long-range cruiser, compact executive 
ride… It’s a lot to ask. But while there are 
better electric cars and better hot hatches, 
there probably isn’t a car that can match the 
e-tron’s breadth of talents. Of course, it ain’t 
cheap, and the day may come when the 
petrol-electric spec is no longer looked upon 
so favourably by the government, meaning a 
hike to the cost of charging and taxing it. 
Until then, however, enjoy the ride. 
From £34,305, audi.co.uk

ThERE’S no 
ELEcTRIc-cAR 
wEIRDnESS bUT IT’LL 
RETURn 176.6mPg

Three To 
TesT drive

The rides of March 
(and late February)

1/ Jeep Renegade
This is Jeep’s version 
of the Fiat 500L, but 

with its own body and 
suspension to ensure 
the usual off-roading 
prowess is present.

£16,995, jeep.co.uk

3/ Toyota Prius + 
The car that took hybrids 

mainstream back in ’97 
is now more practical 

than ever. Okay, it looks a 
little frumpy, but CO2 is 

squeezed to just 96g/km.
£26,995, toyota.co.uk

2/ Mini Cooper S JCW 
Behold the super-hot, 

JCW version of BMW’s 
third-generation modern 
Mini. It’s now cranking 
out fully 228hp, and can 
crack 153mph. Ooh yeah.

£22,500, mini.co.uk

The Tech 
inside

1/ My, my, MMI
The e-tron gets Audi’s 

MMI multimedia 
system, though not the 
very latest version with 
the virtual cockpit (as 

seen in the TT). It’s still 
a decent system with 

nav, tunes and all that.

2/ How many modes?
You’ll need to get to 
grips with the Drive 

Select feature, which lets 
you quick-jump from hot 

hatch to silent electric 
running in an instant.

3/ Charge!
The e-tron’s charging 

socket lurks behind the 
four-ringed front badge. 
A fill-up takes about two 
hours at a charge point 
or four hours at home.
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TechlifeHi-de-hybrid!

WOrDS JeReMy lAIRd



hottest 
hatch
The “world’s smallest supercar” 
takes the Fiat 500 as its base,  
then pumps it full of crazy-juice

DRIVE
TEch To 

TAKE YoU 

PLAcES

Words Leon PouLtney

Like the Jeep on the previous page this is, at heart, a Fiat 500. But the 
Abarth 695 biposto is about as pimped a 500 as it’s possible to imagine, 
with a stripped-out interior, race-spec gearbox and 187bhp turbocharged 
engine. It’s a road-going racer, complete with an Akrapovic exhaust 
system that’ll have next-door neighbours calling the police every time 
it’s fired up. It doesn’t have a radio, but it’s doubtful you’d be able to hear 
one anyway. From £32,955, abarth695biposto.com
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small size,  
big ambitions

1/ Racey in-car tech
Here, niceties such as aircon or a stereo 

make way for bare carbon fibre and 
lightweight aluminium. The tech saving 
grace is the telemetry system – a £3,700 
option – that sits in a cubbyhole by the 
passenger seat and records lap times, 

braking forces and gear changes. Cameras 
can be added to record you bringing a 

touch of Mad Max to the Waitrose run. 

2/ teeny turbo
The car weighs just 997kg, which means 
the 187bhp 1.4-litre turbocharged engine 
doesn’t have much mass to shift – which 

means, in technical language, that the 
car goes like the clappers. It smashes the 
0-62mph sprint in just 5.9 seconds before 

topping out at 143mph. 

3/ A few little add-ons, sir?
racey optional extras include a four-point 

race harness, roll cage, lap-recording 
telemetry system, a “dog-ring” gearbox 
that appears to have been lifted straight 

from a rally car, carbon fibre trim and even 
a matching race helmet. 



t3 competition

c h rist m as 2 014 T3 91

To enTer, head To T3.com/compeTiTions
Full terms and conditions are also at t3.com/competitions

GettinG up in the dark. GoinG home aGain  
in the dark. Constantly scraping ice off your car. intensely 
listening to the weather forecast… yes, the British winter 
is in full force again. driving safely in adverse conditions 
can be a tricky business, but on the plus side, you may get 
a cracking Garmin satnav out of it.

the GpS king is here to make winter driving safer and 
less hassle, and it has teamed up with us to give away 
seven top-notch Garmin nüvi 3598 Lmts.

With tech constantly improving, the good ol’ satnav 
that once just got us from a to B has undergone major 
upgrades. easy to use and reliable, the Garmin nüvi 3598 
Lmt means you can embark on your road trip this winter 
feeling fully confident, with improvements including 
extra screen clarity and functionality to destination saving 
and more – with the added advantage of a lifetime of free 
map updates, so you’ll never get lost again.
£300, garmin.co.uk

Your poTenTial desTinaTion:  a sTaTe-of-The-arT nüvi 3598 lmT

Win! one of seven 
Top-of-The-line 
Garmin saTnavs
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Worth£300





Words NICK CARSON illustration ALEXANDER WELLS

future advertising

T r a d i T i o n a l  a d s  a r e  o n  T h e i r  w ay  o u T.  T 3  e x p l o r e s 
h o w  T e c h  i s  e n a b l i n g  b r a n d s  T o  g e T  m o r e  p e r s o n a l

how They will 
make you spend…
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creative process would have to change 
somewhat if he wanted to snare this 
generation’s consumers. You need much  
more than a catchy slogan these days.

It’s simple: in a world where just ordering 
‘coffee’ in Starbucks or ‘a sandwich’ in 
Subway is practically unthinkable, the 
personal touch is everything. And a shedload 
of emerging tech looks set to make it easier 
for ad agencies to create a seamless link 
between brands and consumers with that 
very goal in mind. 

All of this makes for a rather exciting  
next few years on the horizon for forward-
thinking ad agencies, and plenty to look 
forward to for tech-savvy, media-literate 
consumers. So what does an ad campaign 
need to do to engage the often cynical public 
in a meaningful way through technology?

“It’s a challenge, but it’s a good challenge,” 
says Andy Hood, head of emerging 
technologies at AKQA, a pioneering agency 
with offices from Shanghai to São Paulo. 

It also has an outpost in Portland, 
deliberately opened near the HQ of its 
long-term collaborator Nike, for whom AKQA 
recently developed the world’s first full-size 
connected LED basketball court – which not 
only displays ads during the game, but was 
also pivotal to deliver a groundbreaking 
interactive training programme for young 
Chinese athletes.

“The key is to utilise innovation to actually 
bring value to an experience, and achieve 
something, rather than merely to create 
novelty,” Hood continues. “People tend to 
appreciate, remember and value those things 

that improve their lives, even on the very 
smallest scale.” It’s a compelling point, and 
one with which Tom Wason – the top ad man 
who works with the likes of Google, Intel  
and Skype – concurs.

“Advertisers have to both use tech in an 
interesting way, and be useful or entertaining 
for people,” he says. “To make this happen, 
they need not only a big idea but the 
understanding of the technology at the same 
time. Not one, and then the other.”

d i r e c T e d  i n f o r m a T i o n

“Brand-consumer engagement has evolved, 
and in our times, brands can’t just say. They 
need to do,” says Anthony Baker, associate 
technical director at R/GA London, an ad 
agency that is closely involved with the 
wearable tech scene, having worked with 
Nike to develop its FuelBand.

Information that is not contextual to the 
user is simply not relevant anymore, and  
can’t be personal. By way of example, one of 
R/GA’s own recent projects, Google Outside, 
displayed smart contextual ads on digital 
screens at bus stops, tube stations and other 
locations across London, taking into account 
factors such as time, weather, current events 
and more, to provide ever-changing info 
that’s relevant to passers by. ‘It’s raining 
outside – here’s an umbrella to buy’ for 
example, or info on your destination.

At the same time, consumers are also 
looking to engage with brands in dialogue. 
People don’t believe and buy traditional 
marketing buzz anymore. In a world flooded 
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dvertising has long been a dirty word. It’s all 
too often an unwelcome invasion into our 
lives – whether breaking up our favourite TV 
shows, splashing all over the website we’re 
trying to read or assaulting our eyeballs as we 
walk down the street.

One thing that all of these examples have 
in common is that they’re old school one-way 
broadcasts that target the mass market. What 
savvy brands now know is that shouting in 
someone’s face is rarely as effective as taking 
them by the hand and leading them 
somewhere. Everything is changing.

‘Storytelling’ is now a buzzword on the lips 
of ad agency creative directors. How can a 
brand immerse you in its world? And how can 
you truly engage with it in a way that’s 
relevant to you? Put it this way, Don Draper’s 



future advertising
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T h e  w ay  w e  b u y … 

T
e

c
h

 T
r

e
n

d
s

 T
o

 w
a

T
c

h

W h a t  t e c h n o l o g y  W i l l 
p o W e r  2 0 1 5 ’ s  m o s t 
i n n o v a t i v e  c a m p a i g n s ?
We've yet to see beacons used in innovative 
ways, such as a billboard that delivers a 
personalised message to whoever is standing 
in front of it. Also I feel like wearable tech is 
going to become bigger in advertising. 
Saatchi & Saatchi's 'Feel the Reel' show at 
Cannes illustrated how this can become more 
significant. Using wristbands, the audience's 
level of emotion was tracked as they were 
shown different films.

W h a t  o n e  p i e c e  o f 
c o n s u m e r  t e c h  l o o k s  l i k e 
i t  c a n  d e l i v e r  t h e  t y p e s 
o f  e x p e i r e n c e s  t h e s e 
c a m p a i g n s  r e q u i r e ? 
Oculus Rift. Currently brands and advertisers 
are limited as to how far their 3D content can 
reach, as very few people currently own one. 
Oculus VR announced last month that a 
consumer-ready version would be coming 
in 2015, so the applications for advertising 
are boundless.

W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  t h i n g s 
d e v e l o p i n g  n e x t ?
At the beginning of 2014, technologists 
were telling us this would be the year of the 
Internet of Things. I don't think that's been 
the case at consumer level. I think it will be 
a gradual shift, but I'm excited to see the 
results. The most significant for content 
will be the advent of VR in the home. I'm also 
looking forward to wearable tech becoming 
stylish and well, wearable!

with information where people are always on, 
consuming content through multi-channel 
environments, brands need to connect, talk 
and listen.

Many ad men expect this to be a 
breakthrough year for virtual reality in 
advertising. “The floodgates have opened on 
VR headsets since the Oculus Rift’s launch, 
and the results so far have been impressive,” 
says AKQA’s Andy Hood. Of course, as Hood 
continues, the real value of VR is not so much 
the escapism and thrills that virtual worlds 
can offer. It’s its ability to provide access 
where it has previously been denied, to 
objects, locations or even other people.

Over the next year or so we will 
undoubtedly begin to see VR spreading into 
fields such as education, engineering and 

travel. AKQA pioneered this when it 
presented Nissan’s IDx experience at Tokyo 
Motor Show, introducing a new way to 
collaboratively design a concept car. There 
were queues of over 70 minutes to use it, 
which just shows the appetite for VR 
experiences that add this kind of value.

VR and other wearable heads-up-display 
(HUD) devices have yet to hit the sweet spot, 
despite their sci-fi allure. “Oculus Rift and 
Google Glass brought them to life,” says R/GA 
London’s Anthony Baker, “but also show how 
difficult it is to change behaviour and get 
users to accept them in public environments.” 

Despite these hurdles to mainstream 
adoption, new devices and beta prototypes 
are beginning to emerge, such as Google’s 
Cardboard, which could help make the 
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Projects like this, the first 
full-sized Led basketball 
court, developed by aKQa 
for nike, look set to 
revolutionise the way we 
engage with advertising
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The week-long Cannes Lions International 
Festival of Creativity is the world’s biggest 
gathering of the global ad industry and also 
incorporates the Cannes Lions Awards, the 
Oscars of the ad world. There’s no better 
barometer for the state of the industry. 

From a tech standpoint then, it’s 
significant that 2015 marks the launch of 
the first ever Lions Innovation programme, 
as well as some new awards to recognise 
innovative tech solutions and platforms, 
and the role of data in shaping ideas, 
storytelling and engagement.

“Last year there was a lot of talk about 
emotion and the importance of using it to 
engage with your audience, and I believe it is 
this – combined with technology – that can 
move audiences more than anything else,” 
says Cannes Lions CEO Philip Thomas.

Thomas highlights three particularly 
inspiring tech-driven projects from 2014, 
including Project Daniel, which 3D-printed 
mechanical arms in a war-torn refugee camp; 
Sweetie, which used an interactive 3D model 
of a 10-year old Filipino girl to catch online 
sexual predators; and The Social Swipe, a 
billboard that lets you swipe your credit card 
to donate to charity.

“We’re now seeing campaigns that just 
wouldn’t have been possible a year ago 
because the technology didn’t exist,” he says. 
“We are now in a space without boundaries, 
where anything could happen.” 

not only identify where consumers are, but 
exactly who they are – linking their online 
identity with their ‘real world’ self in a 
seamless blend between the digital and 
physical worlds. We should start to see 
personalised, guided services and 
experiences being delivered by retailers in 
2015, not just vouchers. And that’s hugely 
exciting for brands (and beneficial for us).

Beacons can take personalisation to a 
whole new level, but they are just one part of 
a much broader trend for micro-location 
services. Cheaper, smaller and more accurate 
than ever, these devices incorporate 
everything from sensors such as Kinect and 
Leap Motion to proximity technologies such 
as RFID (Radio-frequency identification), 
NFC and BLE (Bluetooth Smart).

technology accessible to the mainstream.  
And with Samsung, Zeiss and Sony exploring 
their own VR devices, soon brands will have a 
whole new world – albeit a virtual one – in 
which to engage their consumers.

b e a c o n  o f  l i g h T

Beacon technology, and most notably Apple’s 
iBeacon, is also set to make a significant mark 
on advertising this year. Beacons send a 
message to nearby smartphones and are, 
therefore, used to locate the presence of 
people in retail spaces, galleries, airports and 
so on. But, like VR, they have so far been used 
to do rather obvious and arbitrary things, like 
sending vouchers to nearby shoppers. This is 
undoubtedly a huge missed opportunity to 

in the near future, 
beacons will be able to 
access your phones or 
smart devices and cater 
billboard ads specifically 
for you. Yes, YOu!
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potential in the wearables industry shows no 
sign of waning. Smartwatches and wristbands 
still have a long way to go before they become 
truly functional and relevant, but the sheer 
number and variety of them available is 
exciting for both brands and consumers. 
Intel’s new low-powered, button-sized Curie 
module may be a catalyst – being a chip that 
enables always-on tracking, social and other 
features that wearable manufacturers are 
looking to implement into their devices.

T h e  f u T u r e  i s  s m a r T

As advertising begins to make full use of an 
increasingly integrated network of devices, it 
would be nice – from an ad man’s perspective 
as well as the consumer’s – to see a marked 
improvement in the quality of the campaigns 
themselves. The advertising industry is 
starting to come up against the law of 
diminishing returns and investing in better 
quality creative in digital advertising is 
becoming a more numerically provable effort. 
In short, quality over quantity.

The future of advertising is about smart 
combinations of many different platforms to 
unlock new opportunities. The so-called 
Internet of Things promised an inter-

connected web of smart gadgets, and a 
dynamic domestic environment may provide 
an even more intimate connection between 
brands and consumers, should they want it.

It’s not exactly hard to reel off a list of 
devices that can combine into a connected 
environment that brands and ad agencies can 
utilise. Smartwatches such as the Samsung 
Gear, Sony Smartwatch, Moto 360, Pebble, LG 
G Watch (all of which are reviewed on page 
109) and, of course, the forthcoming Apple 
Watch are all major devices, as are smart 
wristbands including Jawbone, Gear Fit, 
Microsoft’s Band, Sony’s Smartband and 
Slash Gear’s InBody. And then there’s smart 
clothing. Connected devices like the Nest 
thermostat and smoke detector, Xbox One 
Connected living room and Kevo Smart Lock 
could see brands infiltrating our homes – 
with the right level of privacy, of course. It’s 
no coincidence that tech giants Apple 
(HomeKit, HealthKit) and Google (Home, 
Fit) are investing heavily in connected home 
platforms. Connecting lighting, motion 
detection, screens and content with the 
overall environment will engage consumers 
in new ways and take future advertising 
campaigns to a whole new level. This time,  
it seems, it’s personal.

It’s personalisation at its most granular 
level. By filtering information that’s relevant 
to our position and location, it can become 
highly contextual, and therefore relevant and 
personal. And if a brand knows not only 
where exactly you are in any given building, 
but can also access information about your 
preferences and interests, messaging can 
suddenly feel tailor-made.

Brands can serve you content, either by 
pushing it to your mobile, or displaying it in a 
building through screens, lights, or even 
alerting staff members to your presence. It 
means the information is accurate and 
relevant to the user at that moment in time 
and place. Even though it might annoy you a 
bit when the salesman knows your name and 
what you’ve come in to buy.

m u l T i - i n T e r a c T i o n

This transformation from a broadcast-like 
message into two-way dialogue has huge 
significance and potential for adverts. It 
fundamentally changes the way brands can 
interact with consumers, and how content is 
consumed. What’s more, as smartphones and 
tablets are supplemented by smart wearables, 
interactive campaigns can reach you in more 
ways than ever before.

As emerging tech becomes more familiar 
and seamless in the way it integrates into the 
public’s daily lives, it will inevitably become 
less visible and more natural. Nowhere is this 
more evident than where sensors are 
embedded into smart clothing and other 
traditionally non-digital products, providing 
connectivity without the need to interact 
with a visible, high-tech gadget.

According to AKQA’s Andy Hood, products 
that provide feedback and visualise info from 
a range of sources as part of the environment, 
such as smart mirrors and ornaments that are 
connected to online feeds, result in less 
reliance on screens and apps – and that is 
what the big brands want. They want to be 
part of your life away from your smartphone 
(as well as on it, of course); to integrate 
seamlessly into your being. It’s a scary, 
Nineteen Eighty-Four-esque vision, but one 
that is quickly becoming reality.

This way of using technology is the future 
that ad agencies have been driving towards 
for a long time, where you – the consumer – 
are informed, advised, guided, even 
entertained by the world. And in 2015 we are 
bound to see more of this emerging, and with 
it the potential to improve lives and drive 
positive change. So it’s not all sell, sell, sell.

Although new innovations in wearable 
tech may have included as many misses as 
hits, the desire for brands to embrace the 
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{specificATion}

OS WebOS
Screen Size 55-inch
reSOlutiOn Full HD

Screen type Curved OLED
HDD recOrDing Yes
tuner Freeview HD
Magic reMOte Yes

3D Passive

{dimensions}

1

You have a choice to make here. 
Do you buy the best-looking, 
smartest smart TV there is at the 
expense of missing out on 4K?

We’ve been raving about the potential 
of oLEd as a TV technology for more years 
than we care to count. offering the potential 
for fantastic colours, amazing brightness, 
hypnotic contrast and smooth motion, 
oLEd has long been considered the holy 
grail of display tech, and we’ve been using 
it happily in smaller gadgets for years. But 
the task of making it work in larger sizes has 
been something of a gruelling challenge for 
everybody involved. so far, only LG has made 
it out of the gate with a genuine product, and 
the 55Ec930V that we have here is the 55-inch 
follow up to last year’s 55Ea980W.

Now it has to be noted that LG’s second 
wave of oLEd TVs come at a curious 
crossroads for the TV industry. many of 
the big name manufacturers like samsung 

and sony have all but given up on oLEd as 
a technology, and are instead hoping that 
quantum dot-equipped Lcd displays will offer 
the desired step forward in picture quality. 
These quantum dot filters use tiny nano 
particles to increase the colour gamut and 
accuracy of Lcd screens, 
essentially delivering many of 
the benefits of oLEd without 
the vast expense and trouble 
of developing an entirely new 
panel tech.

You’ll be hearing a lot 
about quantum dots in 
2015, and LG too is offering 
quantum dot LEd TVs this 
year, placing the Korean 
brand in a pretty strong 
position moving forward. 
But today, this minute, in the 
here and now, should you 
consider buying this 55-inch 
oLEd telly?

The answer is yes, you 
should definitely consider it. 
Particularly if your budget 
can stretch to the £2,499 
it’ll cost you to get one of 
these into your living room. 
as we’ll see, it may not be 
the ultimate future proofed 
home cinema screen, but its 

HeigHt 715mm
WiDtH 1225mm
DeptH 80mm
WeigHt 14.4kg

oLed maKes for  
an incredibLy 
impressive picture

www For morE rEViEWs Go To T3.com
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{deTAils}
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360° R a t e d

3

1

smart features
the tV’s magic screen 

isn’t its only world class 
feature. the fantastic 

webOS interface makes 
navigating its menus 

easy and intuitive

2

super thin
the OleD screen in this 
tV really is glorious but, 

despite that, it’s still super 
slim at just 80mm in the 
middle (a little thinner 

at the edges), and weighs 
just 16kg

3

magic remote
point the Magic remote 
at the screen and you’ll 

see a floating cursor that 
enables you to select 

whichever service, app or 
menu you’re after. it’s a 

brilliant way of navigating 
a tV interface! 

visual splendour is mesmerising and it’s hard 
not to be totally seduced by its vivid charms.

oLEd displays use self-emitting pixels, 
which means they don’t require a backlight. 
This has many upshots, including making the 
panels much thinner, lighter and considerably 
more flexible. But perhaps its most beneficial 
effect is the amazing contrast it delivers. No 
backlight means that dark areas of the screen 
emit literally no light, making blacks on this 
thing about as deep and enveloping as any TV 
screen we’ve ever tested. The ability to display 
detailed, dark areas of an image in the same 
frame as eye-poppingly bright ones makes 
for an incredibly impressive picture, and could 
be enough to make you want one within ten 
seconds of seeing it in the shop.

Likewise, the TV’s ability to handle fast 
motion and produce a smooth picture is 
excellent, and even 3d Blu-ray movies look 
excellent. The TV comes with four pairs of 
passive 3d glasses – the same kind you would 
use at the cinema. if you’re into 3d movies, 
this is a superb 1080p option – and if you’re 
not… well, what’s 3d again?

But we can’t go any further without calling 
out two potential problems you might have 
with this screen. Firstly, it’s a full hd display 
and not a 4K one, which is disappointing. LG’s 
first 4K oLEd is coming soon but it’s not here 
yet, and so if you want oLEd right now, hd will 
have to be enough. That puts the £2,499 price 
tag into a bit of perspective, as you can get 
Ultra hd models for less – hold that thought. 
The second issue is that this is not a flatscreen 
TV… it’s curved. LG reckons this makes the 
picture more captivating and immersive, but 
we remain to be convinced. Perhaps with a 
larger sized display a curve would make sense, 
but at this screen size we don’t think it offers 
much, and certainly only works when you’re 
parked right in front of it – not practical when 
you’ve got the whole family trying to watch 
Zombie Flesh Eaters 2 on a Friday night.

moving back into the light, though, one 
area where LG has always excelled is with 
its smart TV features, and this oLEd telly 
is no exception. LG smart+ is powered by 
the webos operating system and can be 
navigated swiftly using the included magic 
remote, which gives you a responsive cursor 
on the screen to make your selections.

it really is the finest smart TV system out 
there, and we absolutely love it. offering swift 
access to live TV, catch up and other apps, it’ll 
even multitask – allowing you to swap between 
apps without having to boot them up from 
scratch each time. so if you pause your iPlayer 
stream, you can quickly hop back into live TV 
mode to catch the weather, and then resume 
your episode of Eastend… sorry, match of 
the day, without a delay. on top of that, 



there’s a quick launch bar at the bottom of 
the screen to pin your favourite and most used 
apps for even faster access – it’s a dream to 
use, and many other TV manufacturers could 
learn a lot from LG’s system.

so should you buy this TV? Well that’s a 
question that only you can answer. But we 

can promise that if you do buy it, you won’t be 
disappointed. The sticking point, of course, 
is that price. For £2,499 you can pick up a 
kick-ass 4K LEd TV from any of the big brands, 
and that means that you’ll be missing the boat 
on probably the most important television 
development of the last few years. opting for 
4K now will future proof you for years to come, 
as Ultra hd content and services become 
more widespread. That being said, if resolution 
is less important to you than eye-poppingly 
luscious colours, and if a curved screen is a 
boon rather than a bother to your viewing 
pleasure, then there is surely no better 1080p 
TV out there than this.
£2,499, lg.cOM

it reaLLy is the 
finest smart tv 
system, and we 
absoLuteLy Love it 

LOVE amazing picture quality. Brilliant smart 
features. it looks gorgeous
HATE it’s not 4K. it’s curved. it’s expensive
T3 SAYS if you’re after the latest tech and eye-
popping images are important to you, there is no 
better HD TV out there

www For morE rEViEWs Go To T3.com

it all comes down to what’s more important to you. if picture quality is 
everything to you, and if you’re not bothered about an Ultra HD resolution 
at this stage, then this is the TV for you. it might not have the dots to make 
you really giggle, but TV tech isn’t just about who’s got the biggest pixels, 
and the raft of TVs coming out in 2015 prove this. rather than bore you 
with yet another unambiguous 4K box, the big boys are looking to sway 
purchases with new tech, like High Dynamic range, and Lg’s OLED is at 
the fore of this exciting new wave, promising a sweeter picture overall. You 
just have to decide if you want to spend this much cash, because it really is 
quite expensive for a 1080p TV. But you’ll get what you pay for – the best 
full HD on the planet.

{The finAl word} 

nicK odantzis, reviews editor

{Killer feATures} 

Lose yourseLf in the 55ec930v experience

1
curvy figure
the curved screen is a 
divisive feature and may be 
a turn off to many, but some 
people think that it makes 
movies more immersive, 
wrapping you around the 
whole experience.

2
stellar blacks
the bezel is so incredibly 
thin and the screen is so 
amazingly black, in a dark 
room your movie looks like 
it’s actually floating in mid 
air! it’s like you’re watching 
a ghost film!

3
speakers
Despite the lg screen’s lack 
of depth, thanks to OleD 
tech, the down-firing 
speakers sound remarkably 
good if you don’t have a 
full-on sound system or 
soundbar to pair it with.

{The rivAls}

tune in to one of these 4K beauties 

SamSung 
55Hu8500

Sony 
KD-55X9005B

Lg 
55uB950V

PriCE  

UrL

£1,899

SAMSUNg.COM/UK

£2,199

SONY.CO.UK

FrOM £319

Lg.COM/UK

SCrEEN With a 55-inch curved screen, 
this TV from Samsung is 
similar to the LG OLED but has 
an LED screen… and it’s 4K

Another 55-incher, Sony’s 4K 
is a bit more expensive than 
LG’s OLED TV, but it does offer 
a stunning 4K LED screen and 
comes with industry-leading 
magnetic fluid speakers

It looks very similar to the 
OLED, but this LG TV has a 
4K LED screen, the same 
webOS interface, and 
costs about £500 less

TUNEr Two Freeview HD Two Freeview HD One Freeview HD

CONNECTiViTY 4x HDMI, 3x USB, LAN, 
component, Wi-Fi, ethernet

4x HDMI, 3x USB, NFC, Wi-Fi, 
ethernet

4x HDMI, 3x USB, Wi-Fi, 
ethernet

T3 VErDiCT: A truly amazing 4K TV, the 
HU8500 from Samsung offers 
brilliant picture quality and 
excellent smart features

This Sony’s killer feature is 
its incredible speakers, but 
its picture quality is also 
second to none

A cheaper alternative, LG’s 
4K TV is great, and offers 
fine value in the face of its 
expensive OLED cousin

rATiNg
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360°R a t e d

This lush OLED screen 
offers amazing colours 

and contrast, but do you 
really want it curved?
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Watching tV shoWs and moVies 
shouldn’t cost a fortune. there’s no 
better way to save some cash every 
month than ripping that money-sucking 
cord out of the wall and waving goodbye 
to the cable company. if you don’t have 
a smart tV already, or the one you do 
own is a bit on the slow and unintuitive 

side, then a tV player is a must-have 
gadget for the entertainment-

obsessed goggler.

they’re an ideal replacement for the 
likes of Virgin media and sky, offering 
instant, on-demand content that will 
keep you entertained at a fraction of 
the cost, and you can even ditch the 
tV licence if you only watch catch-up 
tV. each box will give you access to a 
selection of catch-up channels like BBc 
iPlayer, netflix and much more, and 
some even offer smart features such as 
4K playback and wireless streaming.

Words Matt Hanson, nick odantzis illustration becca allen PhotograPhy joe branston

02 The bang-for-your buck box

GooGle ChromeCast
£30, GooGle.co.uk

coming in at £30, the 
petite, usB-powered 
chromecast offers all the 
functionality of boxes 
three times its price, at 
half the size. it plugs 
directly into the tV’s 
hdmi port. once seated, 
all that’s left is to pull out 
your phone, install the 
chromecast app and 
before you know it you’ll 
be watching tV on the 
big screen. if you’re an 
android user, you’ll even 

be able to mirror your 
screen via the built-in 
cast functionality. the 
weak spot is its failure to 
support every app 
natively, and while most 
of the big names are 
here, you won’t find roku 
or amazon instant Video. 

t3 says cheap, but it 
offers almost as much 
as the big boys
 

if you’ve fully bought into 
the apple ecosphere 
then an apple tV is a 
great way to go, because 
it works flawlessly with 
apple’s own brand tech.

in combination with a 
macbook, iPad or other 
apple device, you’ll be 
able to peruse selected 
online content natively, 
and thanks to apple’s 
airPlay system, mirror 
any other content you’d 
like to see from a mac, 

Pc or ios device. it’s not 
the best stand-alone 
solution, though. apple 
hasn’t opened app 
development to anyone 
outside of the company, 
which means that 
third-party content is 
practically non-existent.

t3 says integrates 
perfectly with other 
apple devices
 

03 The iTunes fan box 

apple tV
£79, Apple.com

01 The amazon devoTee box

amazon Fire tV
£79, AmAzon.co.uk 

amazon’s own box 
scores full points for 
having some of the best 
internal components this 
side of a games console, 
and it also plays very 
nicely with everything 
sporting the name 
amazon in the title. the 
Fire tV is snappy, fun 
and probably the best 
bet if all you want from 
your system is content 
from amazon instant 
Video. While the Fire tV 

has access to a plethora 
of third-party apps, such 
as netflix and iPlayer, its 
interface is biased 
toward amazon’s 
offerings, with less 
visibility for second-tier 
apps in the main menu.

t3 says biased 
towards amazon, but 
there’s lots to like 
about the Fire tV
 

These TV players bring you 
The enTerTainmenT you 
wanT, when you like, and for 
less Than you’d expecT

 Top boxes
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01
The amazon 
devoTee box

03
The iTunes 

fan box

02
The bang-for-
your buck box



WWW For more tV Player reVieWs go to t3.com

05 The do-anyThing box

roku 3
£99, Roku.com 

When it comes to 
channels, more is always 
better. sure, you may 
never watch a spaghetti 
western on the six gun 
cinema channel, but it 
gives you that option. 
you’ll find every major 
player here as well – the 
only notable absentee is 
amazon instant Video. it 
isn’t perfect, and it’s 
missing a few core apps 
and a decent games 
library; but between the 

high amount of content 
available out of the box, 
super-responsive 
interface and a remote 
with a built-in audio jack 
for private listening,  
there’s no better player if 
you haven’t bought in to 
any one service.

t3 says the best 
choice for freedom of 
entertainment
 

04 The cinema-lover’s choice

Veolo 4k
£200, AcRyAn.com

if you want the ultimate 
home cinema 
experience, then you 
want 4K. the Veolo is one 
of the few streamers that 
supports media in ultra 
hd. it has an attractive 
user interface that lets 
you easily browse your 
movie collection. in 
terms of content, you get 
access to the google 
Play store, allowing you 
to download video on 
demand apps such as 

netflix and amazon 
instant Video, and, yes, 
you can watch streaming 
4K. this gives it further 
flexibility as an all-in-one 
media box, allowing you 
access to the vast media 
collections of the most 
popular services.

t3 says Pricey, but 
worth it for 4k home 
cinema goodness
 

{The knoWledge}

waTch and learn
You’d have thought by now that TV manufacturers would 
have caught onto the whole Smart TV scene. Well, it’s not 
for lack of trying. Previous attempts have resulted in slow 
navigation, a lack of apps, and buggy software. That’s all 
set to change very soon, though, as the TV makers turn to 
open source for assistance. 

While this increased competition has the potential to 
improve the standard of the operating systems, it may 
also fragment the landscape even further, with some apps 
appearing exclusively on specific platforms. It’ll also be 
a big factor when the time comes to buy, so your choice 
of TV could be based more on which operating system it 
supports than what screen technology it comes with.
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Phones are old news. 
Smartwatches are doing their 
best to nudge them into second 
place, to take pole position as 
everyone’s favourite gadget. And 
they’re on their way. The Apple 
Watch hasn’t arrived yet, but if 
you’re willing to don your early 
adopter cap there’s already a lot 
of fun to be had.

A small army of Android Wear watches 
– designed to pair with Android phones 
– Samsung’s own Tizen timepieces and 
geek favourite Pebble are all out to get you 
involved in the world of wearables. But which 
smartwatch is worth spending your time and 
money on? Or should we all give up and just 
wait for an Apple Watch? ➜

Smartwatches

Moto 360 
£199.99

Sony 
SMartWatch 3 

SWr50
£179.99

SaMSung 
gear S

£329

Lg g Watch r
£199.99

PebbLe SteeL
£179.99
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{contenderS}

Five watches to 
get smart with

r A T e d

 It’s all in 
 the wrist
AheAd of the Apple WAtch, 
We see WhAt the current 
crop of smArtWAtches Are 
reAlly cApAble of
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3

4

1
Build Quality

The build is sound and 
waterproof, but a rubbery 
outer isn’t exactly flashy

2
Heart rate Monitor

There’s no heart rate 
sensor, but it has GPS

3
Screen

The most disappointing of 
the lot in this test

4
Strap

The clasp style strap can 
feel a bit fiddly

love gPS is an Android Wear rarity. iP68 certification 
means it can handle the shower. cheaper than some
HATe The screen is not great. A pretty bland design. 
No heart rate sensor: a pity for gym fans
T3 SAyS Half-baked in parts, the SWr50 is solid 
but sure to be forgotten

The screen and design let it down 
somewhat, but gPS is a bonus

The Sony SmartWatch 3 SWr50 is an Android 
Wear watch with a great feature that its 
Android frenemies just don’t have: gPS. it’ll 
let you accurately track walks and runs when 
used with the right app. 

Not many apps support gPS yet, but give 
it a few months and the SmartWatch 3 should 
become one of the most capable fitness-
tracking Android Wear watches in town. Where 
the watch falls down a bit is… well, the rest. 

Where other Wear watches try to become 
objects of desire, the Sony watch is a bit of an 
ugly duckling. it has a basic rubber strap that 
snakes around to meet a pretty ordinary watch 
face. it neither looks like a watch nor looks all 
that great in its own right. From a distance it’s 
quite Apple Watch-like. close up? Not so much.

maybe you don’t care about such surface-
level fluff, but there are deeper design issues 
too. The Sony screen is among the worst 
you’ll see in a smartwatch. it’s a basic 1.6-inch 
320x320 pixel Lcd display whose colour 
temperature is so off mark that it looks like it’s 
trying to be a tea-stained old scroll: the whites 
are distinctly yellow-ish.

Parts of the Sony SmartWatch 3 SWr50 
feel like prototype elements that have 

{SPecification}
Screen 1.6-inch LCD, 

320x320
cPU Quad-core 1.2GHz
STraP Rubber, fixed

connecTiviTy GPS, NFC
SofTware Android Wear

SToraGe 4GB
BaTTery 420mAh

charGer MicroUSB with 
rubber flap

{diMenSionS}

widTh 36mm 
heiGhT 51mm
dePTh 10mm
weiGhT 45g

{detaiLS}

somehow snuck their way 
into the final design. So, if 
you like a bit of gloss to your 
gadgets, look elsewhere. 

Willing to forego the 
flash? The basics of the 
SmartWatch 3 are perfectly 
good. A Snapdragon 400 
gets you good performance 
and we managed to get just 
under two days’ use from a 
charge. The SmartWatch 3 
is waterproof too, and uses 
a normal micro USB charger 
like Android phones, although 
charging is a bit fiddly. 

This doesn’t quite feel like 
the flagship Sony watch we 
were hoping for. There could 
well end up being an update that we’ll say is 
what the SmartWatch 3 “should have been”. 
And for all its fitness flash, there’s no heart rate 
sensor. it’s a patchy effort. 

{acceSSoriSe} 

ASiCS gel-
Kayano 21

with GPS onboard the 
Swr50, it’s begging for a 

great pair of running 
shoes. The aSicS 

Gel-Kayano 21 use an 
advanced gel system 
that’ll keep your feet 

comfy even on epic runs.
£145, aSicS.co.UK

Sony SmartWatch 3 SWr50
£179.99, Sony.co.UK

1

2
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whether you need to slap  
on some sunscreen.  
Overkill? Probably.   

For all its advanced 
elements, though, the gear S 
can feel limited. it’ll only hook 
up with certain Samsung 
phones, still needed for 
notifications and the like, and 
is unlikely to get anywhere 
near as much app attention 
as rivals in the future. 
Samsung may think Tizen 
watches are the way forward, 
but we’re not sure anyone 
else is convinced. 

The battery life is better 
than some other colour 
watches at around a day and 
a half, but still annoyingly short. if the Samsung 
gear S was the same price as the competition, 
it’d be much easier to recommend. But at 
almost twice the price, it’s a tough sell. 

love Bags of features and sensors. it does a fair bit 
without a phone, unlike Android Wear devices
HATe it’s very expensive. A massive watch face. Tizen 
doesn’t have as bright an app future as Android Wear
T3 SAyS it’s big and impressive, but also 
expensive and likely to date rapidly

{diMenSionS}

{SPecification}
Screen 2-inch curved Super 

AMOLED, 360x480
cPU Dual-core 1GHz
STraP Plastic, fixed

connecTiviTy Heart rate, 
3G, GPS, UV, Light sensor

SofTware Tizen
SToraGe 4GB

BaTTery 300mAh
charGer Clip-on dock

Big in all areas: design, features 
and, unfortunately, price 

Samsung really wasn’t keen to go with the 
crowd with its smartwatches. The gear S 
doesn’t use the popular Android-based Wear 
software, but Samsung’s own Tizen one. its 
style is a bit different. 

Which brings us to the style of the watch 
itself, which is a bit of a sci-fi-tinged eye-
opener. With a giant watch face and curved 
glass layer atop a sharp, vivid Super AmOLed 
display, it’s not even trying to pose as a normal 
watch. it’s a big, attention-grabbing gadget of 
the future.

don’t want a wrist-dominator? Walk away 
now. however, if you can stomach this and the 
price, the gear S is one of the more complete-
feeling watches you can buy. you see, it’s less 
reliant on a phone for its features, and even 
has a Sim slot in the back to let the watch get 
its own mobile data source. it really can stand 
on its own to an extent, where Android Wear 
watches can’t.

in true Samsung fashion, the gear S also 
has more sensors than you’ll know what to do 
with. As well as monitoring your jogs with gPS, 
counting your steps with an accelerometer 
and checking your heart rate while you’re 
exercising, there’s even a Uv sensor to tell you 

widTh 39.9mm
heiGhT 58.1mm
dePTh 12.5mm

weiGhT 67g

1
Strap

a proprietary plastic strap 
takes us further away from 

the trad watch look

2
deSign

curved glass on the front 
looks jazzy: it’s a Samsung 

staple these days

3
Heart rate Monitor
Unlike most rivals, the 

heart rate monitor actually 
keeps track of your heart 

during exercise

{detaiLS}

SamSung gear S
£329, SaMSUnG.co.UK

{acceSSoriSe}

Samsung 
galaxy note 4

a phone as an accessory to 
a smartwatch? Make sure 

you have a Samsung 
Galaxy phone as you’ll 

need one to get the Gear S 
working to its potential.

£599, SaMSUnG.coM/UK

T er A T e d
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{diMenSionS}

1
Screen

Looks great from afar, but 
the display driver takes a 
chunk out of the bottom

2
deSign

you can’t beat the metal 
and Gorilla Glass design

3
Heart rate Monitor
The heart rate sensor is 

located on the underside 

4
Strap

you can easily replace  
the 22mm straps

widTh 46mm 
heiGhT 46mm
dePTh 11.5mm
weiGhT 60g

test here, there’s room for 
motorola to improve. 

disappointingly, there’s 
no gPS and, while there’s a 
heart rate sensor, it’s not as 
well implemented as those 
of proper running watches. 
Smartwatches are a way off 
where we want them on the 
fitness front — they’ll get 
there in the end. 

Battery life of the moto 
360 started off dreadful, 
but now that motorola has 
made a few tweaks you’ll get 
a solid day and a smidge off 
a charge. it’s still not great 
though: the worst in the test. 
But at least the watch has a 
funky wireless charger you can just plonk the 
watch in, faff-free. if you want a watch that’ll 
impress onlookers, this is it. 

moto 360 
£199.99, MoToroLa.co.UK

{detaiLS}

The most stylish smartwatch out 
there, but with limited battery life

We once had a dream about what tech would 
look like in the future. There were hover 
skateboards, pizza printers and there was the 
moto 360. it has the look we always hope for 
in new gadgets — techy enough for the nerds, 
and cool enough for the jocks to wear without 
having to beat themselves up in self-loathing. 
motorola has nailed it here. 

That matters too, because a watch is never 
just about function. Let’s not kid ourselves. The 
design has practical benefits as well, coming 
across as “all-screen” when the screen is what 
you interact with — unless you’re one of those 
people happy to talk to your watch 24/7. 

it makes a great first impression. But there 
are drawbacks and signs that this is a “first-
gen” motorola watch when you get closer. First, 
it’s still pretty chunky and therefore prone to 
look as out-of-place on slender wrists as a 
great big diving watch. 

The screen is also… well, problematic. it’s 
a 1.56-inch display of 320x290 pixels and 
205ppi. That’s a little way off retina grade,  
but there’s also a little cut-out at the bottom. 
yep, it’s a round watch but the screen isn’t 
perfectly round. With a less vivid, contrasty 
display than some of the other watches on 

{SPecification}
Screen 1.56-inch LCD, 

320x290
cPU TI OMAP 3

STraP Leather or metal
connecTiviTy HR monitor

SofTware Android Wear
SToraGe 4GB

BaTTery 320mAh
charGer Wireless dock

{acceSSoriSe}

Woodpuck: 
Bamboo edition

The 360 uses wireless Qi 
charging, meaning you can 

use other Qi chargers 
(such as the woodpuck) 

and not just official 
Motorola ones. it all goes a 

long way to alleviating  
your charging woes. 

£39.99, foneSaLeSMan.coM

love Stunning design. Wireless charger is convenient 
and well-designed. Soft leather watch strap
HATe The quirky screen doesn’t match up to the 
hardware design. Battery life is not great. Lack of gPS 
and so-so hr sensor
T3 SAyS Some faulty elements, but design beauty 
keeps this beast in the race

1

2
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1
deSign

The round screen gives the 
G watch r a natural look 

from a distance

2
Strap

The leather strap should 
end up very comfy

3
Heart rate Monitor

a heart rate sensor hooks 
into Google fit — not great 

for on-the-fly use

4
extraS

The bezel doesn’t turn, but 
does at least look nice

love The P-OLed screen is vivid and fairly sharp. The 
watch-like design sheds a little nerd vibe. it feels 
well-made thanks to generous use of metal
HATe No gPS and a slow hr sensor. Battery life still 
not brilliant. Quite a few bugs and glitches
T3 SAyS lg’s extra experience shines through: 
the most solid Android Wear watch yet
 

one of the best smartwatches to 
date, but there’s still a way to go

The Lg g Watch r looks and feels like a 
smartwatch hybrid. it has all the style and 
feel of a normal watch, with all the features 
of Android Wear. After the slightly awkward 
original g Watch, Lg has really hit its stride with 
the g Watch r. 

The g Watch r uses all the right materials 
too. The entire top part of the watch is metal, 
and the strap is leather, assuring you this is no 
cheap toy. Sure enough, the part you don’t see, 
the underside, is plastic, but this helps keep 
weight down. 

So deep is Lg’s dedication to getting the  
g Watch r looking like the real thing, it even 
has a fake winder on the side that acts as the 
sleep/awake button.

Of course, you’re not going to fool anyone 
really as the screen times out leaving the 
watch face blank when not in use. There’s an 
“always on” mode that keeps the screen on but 
dimmed, but we struggled to get it working — 
the g Watch r certainly isn’t bug-free. As usual, 
this comes with being a relatively early adopter 
of Android Wear, but it does feel a bit more 
fiddly than the moto 360. 

Where it wins, though, is screen quality. The 
g Watch r has a P-OLed 320x320 screen that 

Lg g Watch r
£199.99, LG.coM

{SPecification}
Screen 1.3-inch P-OLED, 

320x320
cPU Quad-core Snapdragon 

400 1.2GHz
STraP Leather

connecTiviTy HR monitor
SofTware Android Wear

SToraGe 4GB
BaTTery 410mAh

charGer Magnetised dock

{diMenSionS}

widTh 46.4mm 
heiGhT 53.6mm

dePTh 9.7mm
weiGhT 62g

{detaiLS}

brings super contrast and 
fairly good sharpness. Unlike 
the moto 360, it’s a perfectly 
round screen too.  

On the underside of the 
watch you’ll find a heart rate 
sensor, but we don’t think the 
g Watch r is a tip-top fitness 
watch. There’s no gPS and 
the heart rate sensor needs 
to be activated manually — it 
doesn’t chart your heart rate 
through an exercise session. 
There are certainly better 
fitness watches out there.

in terms of battery life, 
you’ll get just under two days’ 
use off a charge, and the 
watch fits into a magnetised 
dock for extra lifestyle points. Perfect? No, 
but a good way to check out Android Wear 
relatively early. 

{acceSSoriSe}

22mm black 
steel strap

The LG G watch r uses a 
standard 22mm standard 

watch strap rather than an 
annoying proprietary one. 
That means you can load it 
up with a custom strap of 
your choosing. Mind you, a 
bit of effort and a few tools 

will be required.

T er A T e d
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four with fairly intensive use. 
That’s twice the competition. 

The level of app support 
on offer is impressive too – 
there’s more for Pebble than 
Wear right now. What the 
apps do tends to be limited, 
though, as the Steel has 
a quartet of side buttons 
rather than a touchscreen. 

Without gPS or a heart 
rate sensor it won’t do much 
more than count the steps of 
fitness freaks out there, but 
most categories of app are 
catered for, including basic 
fitness trackers. There’s even 
support for Android Wear 
notifications in the works. 

The Pebble Steel doesn’t have the style of 
the moto 360, but we think it’ll be the easiest 
watch for many people to get used to. 

love The best battery life of the lot. App support is 
good. The always-on display offers quick time and 
notification checks. Android and iOS-compatible
HATe The monochrome screen won’t be for everyone. 
Lacks a heart rate sensor and gPS
T3 SAyS low on techy extras, but has bags of 
charm and great ease-of-use 

{diMenSionS}

{SPecification}
Screen 1.26-inch E-Paper, 

144x168 
cPU ARM Cortex-M3 CPU
STraP Leather or metal

connecTiviTy  
Bluetooth only

SofTware Pebble OS
SToraGe Roughly 1MB

BaTTery 130mAh
charGer Magnetised cable

Simple and functional with classic 
looks and a long-lasting battery

Nerd alert. Nerd ALerT. you don’t get much 
more geek-cred-saturated than the Pebble 
Steel. it began life as a Kickstarter project that 
got the tech masses rabid with excitement, 
and has since hit the big time. The Steel is 
Pebble’s second, higher-end, go at a watch. 

ditching colour, this monochrome screen 
smartwatch looks quite different from the 
competition. First, the watch face is a lot 
smaller than the others. People will notice it, 
but you won’t get the same kind of jibes the 
giant Samsung gear S might earn you. 

it’ll suit just about any wrist too, and it’s 
comfortable, with a leather strap that wouldn’t 
look out of place on a normal watch. 

The Steel’s screen also means you can treat 
it more like non-smart wristwear. With an ultra-
low power Sharp Lcd panel called e-Paper,  the 
Kindle-like display is always on, showing the 
time even when it’s just chilling in your pocket. 
it doesn’t have a backlight, but there’s a blue 
front light that steps in during night time. 

With no button presses needed to tell the 
time, current watch-wearers will need no time 
to bed in. The screen is also what enables 
better battery life. Pebble says you’ll get up to 
seven days’ use off a charge — we got around 

widTh 34mm 
heiGhT 46mm
dePTh 10.5mm

weiGhT 56g

{detaiLS}

{acceSSoriSe}

The Wedge 
dock

The indie kid of smart 
watches goes perfectly 

with The wedge, an 
indie-style charge dock 
made just for the Steel.  

it’s a carefully cut  
block of wood.

www.SMarTwaTchdocK.neT

1
deSign

with standard straps and a 
fairly small watch face, it’s 

surprisingly normal

2
Screen

e-Paper uses Sharp Lcd 
tech that sips at the 

battery, for longer life

3
cHarger

The charge cable hooks to 
metal points on the side

4
extraS

The Steel is waterproof, 
and fine to swim with

PebbLe SteeL
£179.99, GeTPeBBLe.coM
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1
This is the only watch 
that comfortably outlasts 
a phone, and you can 
even charge it while on 
your wrist, sort of. 

2
The smaller size of the 
Steel makes it much 
more innocuous, and less 
of a burden on your wrist.

3
you can remove the strap 
and switch between 
metal and leather ones. 

4
The Pebble app scene 
has a vibrant feel to it. 

5
The Pebble’s simple style 
is actually the closest to 
the Apple approach.

6
it’s not desperate for you 
to talk to it — unlike 
Android Wear. 

7
Button-led operation 
makes using apps and 

games on the watch 
much less conspicuous.

8
rated to the ATm50 
standard, the Steel can 
be taken swimming.

9
its retro cool means it’ll 
date less rapidly than any 
current colour watch.

10
A laid-back interface 
style makes “what is it 
for?” much less glaring.

{Watch thiS}

Ten reasons  
to buy the 
Pebble Steel

it’s early days for smartwatches, and that 
shows in some of the hardware we’ve seen. 
even the best watches have creaky bits or 
missing features you’ll have to live with. 
However, there’s a lot of promise here too. 

We can only imagine what developers are 
going to come up with to convince us 
smartwatches are worthwhile in the next year. 
And let’s not forget, just a few years ago 
tablets seemed like a gimmick. in 12 months, 
smartwatches might be an essential feature on 
75 per cent of people’s wrists. The competition 
to prove smartwatches are here to stay is only 
going to get fiercer too, once Apple releases its 
watch. it’s coming very soon too. 

The real question to ask yourself is whether 
you can live with the burden of having another 
gadget to charge every day or so while we wait 
for the world to catch on. most smartwatches 
need to be charged about as often as your 
phone, and the Apple Watch is not set to 
change that. not suffering from this is a big 
part of why we love the Pebble Steel so much. 

Still, in exchange you get entry to the most 
exciting area of tech, and get to watch it 
develop first-hand. it’s baby-steps at the 
moment, but it’s not going to stop at walking. 
Smartwatches will be flying before too long.

{the finaL Word}

A smArt choice?

Sony SmartWatch 3 
SWr50

SamSung 
gear S

moto 
360

Lg 
g Watch r

PebbLe 
SteeL

PriCe, url £179.99, Sony.Co.uK £329, SAmSung.Co.uK £199.99, moTorolA.Co.uK £199.99, lg.Com £179.99, geTPeBBle.Com

SCreen 1.6-inch LCD, 320x320 2-inch curved Super 
AMOLED, 360x480

1.56-inch LCD, 320x290 1.3-inch P-OLED, 320x320 1.26-inch E Ink, 144x168

CPu Quad-core 1.2GHz Dual-core 1GHz TI OMAP 3 Quad-core Snapdragon 400 
1.2GHz

ARM Cortex-M3 CPU

STrAP Rubber, fixed Plastic, fixed Leather or metal Leather Leather or metal

ConneCTiviTy GPS, NFC Heart rate, 3G, GPS, UV, 
Light sensor

HR monitor HR monitor Bluetooth only

SoFTWAre Android Wear Tizen Android Wear Android Wear Pebble OS

STorAge 4GB 4GB 4GB 4GB Roughly 1MB

BATTery 420mAh 300mAh 320mAh 410mAh 130mAh

CHArger Micro USB with rubber flap Clip-on dock Wireless dock Magnetised dock Magnetised cable

dimenSionS 36x51x10mm 39.9x58.1x12.5mm 46x46x11.5mm 46.4x53.6x9.7mm 34x46x10.5mm

love GPS is an Android Wear 
rarity. IP68 certification 
means it can handle the 
shower. Cheaper than some

Bags of features and 
sensors. It does a fair bit 
without a phone, unlike 
Android Wear devices

Stunning design. Wireless 
charger is convenient and 
well-designed. Soft leather 
watch strap

The P-OLED screen is vivid 
and fairly sharp. The 
watch-like design sheds a 
little nerd vibe. It feels 
well-made thanks to 
generous use of metal

The best battery life of  
the lot. App support is 
surprisingly good. The 
always-on display offers 
super-quick time and 
notification checks

HATe The screen is not great. A 
pretty bland design. No 
heart rate sensor: a pity for 
gym fans

It’s very expensive. A 
massive watch face. Tizen 
doesn’t have as bright an 
app future as Android Wear

The quirky screen doesn’t 
match up to the hardware 
design. Battery life is not 
great. Lack of GPS and so-so 
HR sensor

No GPS and a slow HR 
sensor. Battery life still not 
brilliant. Quite a few bugs 
and glitches

The monochrome screen 
won’t be for everyone. Lacks 
a heart rate sensor and GPS

T3 SAyS Half-baked in parts, the 
SWR50 is solid but sure to 
be forgotten

It’s big and impressive, but 
also expensive and likely to 
date rapidly

Some faulty elements, but 
design beauty keeps this 
beast in the race

LG’s extra experience shines 
through: the most solid 
Android Wear watch yet

Low on techy extras, but has 
bags of charm and great 
ease-of-use

rATing

SPec
Shot

we all coMe in 
different SizeS
The apple watch comes in 
small and large versions, 
and that alters the size of 
the watch itself, not just 
the strap.

appy talk
you can bet developers will 
attack the apple watch 
with more gusto than 
android wear, which will 
provide us with reasons to 
buy much more quickly. 

pay and go
apple Pay and the watch 
will be neatly tied together, 
letting you use a swipe of 
your wrist to authorise 
payments. android wear 
doesn’t do this.

tHe wHeel tHing
with a little scroll wheel on 
the side, the apple watch 
is much less dependent 
on endless screen swipes. 
your finger will thank you 
for siding with apple. 

{Watch WarS}

Apple Watch vs Android Wear

teSt
winner
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WOrdS AndreW WilliAmS

{Size/Weight}

1 2 3

{detaiLS}

{aPPLe Watch}

points of interest

 Better 
watch out
Android WeAr dominAtes the 
WeArAbles scene, but come  
April, cupertino’s neW kid on 
the block - the Apple WAtch - 
could steAl the Whole shoW

appS
Apple’s WatchKit for making 

apps is already available. 
One part of the app lives on 
your iPhone, the other part 

on the watch

deSign
Android Wear watches rely 
on touchscreen operation 

entirely, but the Apple 
Watch side dial will scroll 
and zoom around menus

watcHoS
Instead of iOS, WatchOS 

takes its cues and squeezes 
in the basics with generous 

use of zoom, controlled  
via the digital crown

{SPecificationS}
 

Screen  
1.32in 272 x 340 pixels or 

1.5in 312 x 390 pixels
Band TyPe  

Metal, rubber or leather 
BaTTery One-day stamina

wireLeSS NFC, wi-fi, 
Bluetooth

raM/MeMory TBC
ToUchScreen  

Multi-touch capacitive
charGe SocKeT  
Magsafe inductive

love Sharp screen. more potential than any other 
smartwatch. A new approach . multiple designs
HATe Battery still rubbish. Likely expensive. Still 
requires faith. No gPS
T3 SAyS: Can Apple do for smartwatches what it 
did for mP3 players? With bags of Apple style and 
a new perspective, it’s a strong bet that this’ll be 
the one to break the wareable mould 

like most other smartwatches, the Apple 
Watch does not have integrated gPS for 
fitness tracking. This means if you want 
accurate mapping of your weekly half-
marathon or crawl around the park, you’ll 
need to be hooked-up to your phone. 
The sensors built into the watch itself are a 
little simpler. There’s an accelerometer to 
count your steps and a heart rate sensor, 
which uses ir and light sensors to track the 
changes in led lights firing into your wrist. 
it sounds a little bit creepy, but isn’t. Plus,  
you can send the reading to your mum  
using WatchoS.

{focuS}

The eye of the tiger, but you’ll 
need a paw too

it’s the one we’re waiting for. if 
the Apple Watch doesn’t take off 
nothing will, right?

Apple is banking on a slightly different 
approach to most other smartwatches: the 
Apple Watch offers multiple styles but none 
are round, it doesn’t just rely on a touchscreen 
and puts a lot more focus on communication. 

That doesn’t mean talking to your watch 
for hours a day. instead, you can send little 
drawings to friends, give them a virtual nudge, 
and even fire over your heart rate. Another way 
for runners to annoy us with their smugness, 
or a touching message? it’s what you make of 
it, but Apple has baked this into its watch. 

The Apple Watch should feel a lot less 
insular than Android Wear watches. it’ll be 
more useful too, thanks to Apple Pay. This 
wireless payments system is a big part of the 
Apple Watch, and it’ll let you buy on the high 
street with a wrist wave. When it comes to the 
UK it’ll flood through the big chains in no time. 

Things like the payments system and the 
communication angle are ways for Apple to 
make smart watches appeal to those who 
don’t care about tracking step counts and 
wrist email notifications. it’s out to make 
smartwatches mainstream.

Then there’s Apple’s classic trump card: 
support. With a software development kit 
already available, it’s the king of apps before 
the first Watch has even entered the Apple 
Store. mark these words: it’s going to be big.
$349, aPPLe.coM

diMenSionS 
38 mm or 42mm high

weiGhT TBC

Smartwatches r A T e d
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LOVE Very clean sound. Distinct instrument 
separation. Lovely retro design. Weighty but portable
HATE Touch buttons not sensitive enough. It’s pricey
T3 SAY If clean, high-quality sound is what you’re 
after, then this is the Bluetooth speaker to buy

LOVE Well-made. Sounds decent. Easy multi-room set-up
HATE No Bluetooth. Spotify Premium only
T3 SAYS Good audio and easy multi-room set-up make this 
enticing, but playing nothing but Spotify Premium makes it a 
niche buy

X-mini has clearly 
upped its game with 
this new Bluetooth 
speaker set. 

Singapore audio 
specialist X-mini made 
its name with a range of 
capsule speakers that, 
despite their bijou size, 
deliver big on sound. Now, 
it has released a portable 
Bluetooth/NFC speaker for 
serious listeners. Clear is a 
2.1 channel 20W unit that 
feels hefty and looks great. 
With its lacquer-look black 
console at the front, and its clear back exposing 
the ceramic speaker set-up within, it might 
remind you of one of those old vacuum tube  
radio tuners.

The clear back facilitates the speaker’s quirky 
mood lighting. Hold down the light button on the 
touch-sensitive control panel, and multicoloured 
lights flash in time to the tune. If you’re lucky, 
that is. Getting this to work is hit and miss – the 
controls need a firm finger in just the right place.

But it’s the sound that you came for, right? 
These speakers are designed for clarity, and 
certainly deliver. Whether you love acoustic 
instrumentals or solid industrial synths, Clear’s 
instrument separation really is wonderful. The 
overall sound is immersive and intimate, which 
you would expect at this price.

Philips offers a smart system 
for Spotify users with its 
Spotify Connect speakers, 
but will it appeal to anyone 
else or is it too much of a 
niche purchase? 

The Spotify Connect speaker has a 
nice pitch: play music from Spotify in 
any room by buying as many (or as few) 
of these speakers as you want – they 
seamlessly connect into a multi-room audio system.  
Using the Connect button in Spotify’s apps on various 
platforms, you can send music to them, with the speakers 
totally taking over the streaming job, saving your phone/
tablet’s battery and freeing it for other uses. The downside 
is that it makes this speaker quite limited: the only thing 
it plays is music from Spotify, and you need a Premium 
account to use it. There’s no Bluetooth audio, or AirPlay  
for Apple devices.

It’s not a bad speaker for its price, though – audio is 
warm and balanced, with great throaty bass. The treble 
lacks a little bit of brightness, and it’s not the most detailed 
soundstage or most wide and open, but it’s enjoyable. 
(Sadly, you can’t use Spotify’s equalizer function to tweak it 
at all.) Set-up wasn’t too difficult either.

The Spotify Connect is a good speaker for a decent 
price, but you do have to be a real Spotify fanatic to get… 
well, anything out of it.

{SpecificationS}
Power outPut 20W 

SPeakerS 2 magnetically 
shielded 40mm 3.3ohm 

Subwoofer Magnetically 
shielded 70mm 4ohm 

frequency reSPonSe 
40Hz-20kHz

battery 10 hour 6600mAh
bluetooth range 10m
comPatibility Windows 
Vista/7/8, Mac OS X 10.9.5, 

Android 4.0, iPhone/iPod iOS 
6.13

DimenSionS 
218x89.5x112mm

weight 920g

T3.COM 
HAS 
EXTEndEd 
rEVIEwS 
Of ALL 
THESE…  

{SpecificationS}
connectivity Wi-Fi b/g/n

outPut Power 2 x 10W
frequency reSPonSe 

20Hz-20kHz
DimenSionS 

358x212x114mm
weight 1.5kg

WorDS MATT BOLTOn AND GArrICk wEBSTEr

X-Mini clear
£169, x-mini.com

philips spotify connect
£118, PhiliPS.co.uk
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Top tens The place to start researching your 
next gadget-buying jaunt. For an even more 
up-to-the-minute snapshot of our latest  
wish-lists, check out t3.com/best-gadgets. 
Scores The products featured in The Guide 
are reassessed regularly against what’s new, 
hip and happening. As a result, we will re-rate 
older products to reflect the current market. 
Prices We scour the web for the best prices 
we can find at trusted retailers. Even so, check 
the most up-to-date deals before getting out 
your Solo, Access or Diner’s Club card.
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Apple mAcbook pro 13-inch
 £999, apple.com/uk, tested january 2014

hp spectre xt
 £750, hp.com/uk, tested march 2013

Acer c7 chromebook
 £217, acer.co.uk, tested march 2013

Apple mAcbook Air
 from £749, apple.com/uk, tested september 2013

Dell xps 15
 £1,399, dell.co.uk, originally tested october 2012

Dell VenUe 11 pro
 £349, dell.co.uk, tested september 2014

love New Retina display is stunning. Thinner and lighter.  
More storage space packed inside, too
hate Can get hot. Battery life’s not brilliant. No physical drives 
t3 says if you’re after power, apple’s pro laptop  
is lighter, better and cheaper than ever
specifications

screen 13-inch, 2560x1600 processor/ram Core i5 
2.6GHz/8GB storage 128GB SSD quoted battery 9hrs

love Attractive and sturdy all-metal design. Seriously thin  
and portable. Great battery life. Beats Audio. Reasonably priced
hate Tricky touchpad. Screen could be better
t3 says the smartest ultrabook – what it lacks in  
power it makes up for in style and portability
specifications

screen 13.3-inch, 1366x768 processor/ram Core i5 
1.7GHz/4GB storage 128GB SSD quoted battery 7.5hrs

love Incredible price. Decent screen and acceptable 
processor. 100GB of cloud storage
hate Chrome OS lacks support. Requires web connection
t3 says the sheer cheapness makes this a very  
good second machine, or one for undemanding users
specifications

screen 11.6-inch, 1366x768 processor/ram 1.1GHz Intel 
dualcore/2GB storage 320GB HDD quoted battery 3hrs

sony VAio DUo 13
 £915, sony.co.uk, tested december 2013

love Slimline Windows 8 laptop/tablet hybrid.  
Stylishly designed. Fantastic touchscreen. Battery lasts all day
hate Lack of storage for that crazy price
t3 says got money to burn on an overpriced Windows 8 
hybrid? you could do a lot worse than this
specifications

screen 13.3-inch, 1920x1080 processor/ram 1.6GHz 
i5/4GB storage 128GB SSD quoted battery 10hrs

love Slimline looks, great battery life, cheaper than previous 
model, comes in 11- and 13-inch sizes. Now with OS X Yosemite
hate No Retina display
t3 says the world’s best ultra-portable laptop 
specifications

screen 11.6-inch, 1366x768/13.3-inch, 1440x900 
processor/ram Core i5 1.3GHz/4GB storage 128GB  
or 256GB SSD quoted battery 9hrs

love Amazing screen. Excellent build quality. Top performer 
thanks to powerful processor and graphics card. Good VFM
hate Weighty
t3 says an incredibly powerful laptop for the price,  
and still gives most macbooks a run for their money
specifications

screen 15.6-inch, 3200x1800 processor/ram Core i7 
3.3GHz/16GB storage 512GB SSD quoted battery 11hrs 

love Capable and powerful when used as a tablet,  
laptop or makeshift desktop PC. Very smart functionality
hate Keyboard and desktop dock cost extra
t3 says surprisingly powerful, and much more than just 
a Windows 8 tablet if you stump up for all the add-ons
specifications

screen 10.8-inch, 1920x1080 processor/ram 2.4GHz 
quadcore/2GB storage 32GB SSD battery Not quoted 

 Laptops {buying tips}

Desktop PCs of plenty

1 
apple imac 5k retina
retina tech debuts on  
the imac. apple’s first 5k 
screen is a real stunner.
from £1,999, apple.com/uk

2 
sony vaio tap 20
a touchscreen Windows  
8 all-in-one whose screen 
detaches to become a 
hulking, 20-inch tablet.
£1,150, sony.co.uk

3 
dell xps one 27
Windows 8 looks great on 
the 27-inch touchscreen, 
with an apple-rivalling spec 
and blu-ray drive thrown in.
from £1,479, dell.co.uk

4 
toshiba lx830-11d
solid all-in-one that 
moonlights as a freeview 
recorder and dvd player.
£759, toshiba.co.uk 

09 toshibA chromebook cb30-102
 £200, toshiba.co.uk, tested september 2014

hp chromebook 11
 £159, google.co.uk, tested april 2014

AsUs zenbook nx500
 £1,799, asus.com, tested february 2015

love Bargain price (although pricier than the HP,  
below), slimline looks and a surprisingly decent battery life
hate Limited power and storage. Reliance on web
t3 says can’t compete on specs with most laptops, 
but is very portable and pretty affordable
specifications

screen 13.3-inch, 1366x768 processor/ram 1.4GHz 
dualcore/2GB storage 16GB SSD quoted battery 9hrs

love Elegant styling. Very light, yet sturdy.  
Reduced spec is still up to most day-to-day tasks
hate Reliance on a web connection
t3 says it’s no power player, but this budget,  
web-dependent laptop is a steal for the spec
specifications

screen 11.6-inch, 1366x768 processor/ram 1.7GHz 
dualcore/2GB storage 16GB SSD quoted battery 6hrs

love Stunning design. Diminutive size. Impressive power. 
Bright, vibrant screen
hate Price. Surprisingly heavy. Disappointing battery life
t3 says asus has done a fantastic job of combining 
power and beauty with this little lovely
specifications

screen 15.6-inch, 3840x2160 processor/ram Intel Core 
i7 4712HG, 16GB storage 128GB SSD battery Not quoted
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LG 55La740V
 £899, lg.com, tested february 2014

sony kdL-50w829
 £679, sony.co.uk, tested may 2014

samsunG ue55Hu8500
 £2,199, samsung.com/uk, tested june 2014

sony kd-65x9005B
 £2,999, sony.co.uk, tested summer 2014

LG 47LB730V
 £649, lg.com/uk, tested summer 2014

love Strong on-demand and catch-up offering.  
Strong high-def performance. Top value for money
Hate Slightly muted blacks. Only one tuner
t3 says a brilliant balance between killer tech, 
abundant content and affordability
specifications

screen 55-inch, 1920x1080 connections 3x HDMI,  
Wi-Fi, Scart, 3x USB, digital optical, digital audio, Ethernet

love Superb HD image quality. Fabulous motion  
handling. Top discovery engine for online content
Hate Limited catch-up – no ITV Player or 4oD
t3 says polished 1080p pictures and smarter 
features, all for a very reasonable price
specifications

screen 50-inch, 1920x1080 connections 4x HDMI,  
Wi-Fi, Scart, 2x USB, digital optical, digital audio, Ethernet

love Slightly curved screen for a more absorbing  
picture. Excellent 4K image quality. Ready for 4K Netflix
Hate Curved footprint won’t suit every space
t3 says futuristic-looking and future-proof,  
this is the curvy 4k tv that can
specifications

screen 55-inch, 3840x2160 connections 4x HDMI,  
Wi-Fi, 3x USB, 2x composite, component, Ethernet

love Ultra-HD screen and excellent upscaling. Compatible 
with Netflix 4K streaming. Striking wedge design
Hate Missing some basic catch-up services. Very expensive
t3 says the ultimate tv upgrade, but one for early 
adopters with deep pockets only
specifications

screen 65-inch, 3840x2160 connections Wi-Fi,  
Ethernet, 4x HDMI, 3x USB, Scart, component, CI Slot, NFC

love WebOS interface delivers on-demand and catch-up  
how we want it. Colour-rich images. Price is very right
Hate Lack of true blacks. Not 4K. You’ll need a soundbar
t3 says this is how you make a web tv.  
lg’s Webos promises to reinvent how you watch
specifications

screen 47-inch, 1920x1080 connections Wi-Fi,  
Ethernet, 3x HDMI, 3x USB, Scart, component, CI Slot

07 samsunG ue48Hu7500
 £1,250, samsung.com/uk, tested december 2014

love Upscaled HD looks brilliant. Contains all the features 
you need. Great value for money
Hate Input lag will penalise online gamers. Flimsy design
t3 says this is a magnificent tv. the drawbacks are 
offset against the very agreeable price. buy it
specifications

screen 48-inch, 3840x2160 connections Wi-Fi, Ethernet, 
4x HDMI, 3x USB, CI Slot, component/composite/Scart

{buying Tips}

Top projectors in the spotlight 

1 
OptOma HD50 
With razor-sharp 1080p, 
this big-screen bargain 
out-performs its price. 
Well worth a look.
£999, optoma.co.uk

2 
EpSON EH-tW6600
a wireless Hd/3d projector 
that’s easy to set up and 
boasts top image quality. 
£1,399, epson.co.uk 

3 
SONy vpl-HW55ES
awesome full-Hd projector 
for screen sizes up to 300 
inches. pricey, but worth it.
£2,699, sony.co.uk

4 
BENQ W1300
dynamic images and 2,200 
lumens brightness make 
this a punchy choice for 
big-screen sports fans.
£824, benq.co.uk

Televisions
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LG 55uB950V
 £1,599, lg.com/uk, tested december 2014

sony kdL-55w905a
 £999, sony.co.uk, tested february 2014

PHiLiPs 55PFs6609
 £950, pHilips.co.uk, tested summer 2014

love The design really is amazing. The webOS user interface 
is slick and very easy to get the hang of 
Hate Contrast performance is disappointing. Input lag 
t3 says a fantastic tv that’s slightly hobbled by poor 
contrast and input lag
specifications

screen 55-inch, 3840x2160 connections Wi-Fi, Ethernet, 
4x HDMI, 3x USB, CI Slot, component/composite/Scart 

love Excellent picture performance. Distinctive design. 
Well connected. Top file support
Hate Limited catch-up TV. Single tuner
t3 says a great-looking screen with outstanding  
image quality and few flashy extras
specifications

screen 55-inch, 1920x1080 connections 4x HDMI,  
Wi-Fi, 3x USB, Ethernet, NFC, Scart, component

love Ambilight mood lighting. Solid HD image clarity.  
Decent selection of catch-up and on-demand services
Hate Charmless Smart TV portal. Active 3D has issues
t3 says an attractive and solid performer, but you  
can get a slightly better telly for less dosh
specifications

screen 55-inch, 1920x1080 connections Wi-Fi, Ethernet, 
4x HDMI, 2x USB, Scart, component, CI Slot

06 Panasonic Tx-50ax802
 £1,299, panasonic.co.uk, tested december 2014

love Great looks. Superb picture quality and motion handling
Hate Upscaling not as spectacular as other budget 4K TVs
t3 says an absolutely stunning tv that will satisfy 
anyone wanting dazzling pictures and stunning looks
specifications

screen 50-inch, 3840x2163 connections Wi-Fi,  
Ethernet, 4x HDMI, 3x USB, CI Slot, component/composite/
Scart (via adaptor)



1 
canon ixus 140
Credit card-sized snapper 
with a 16-meg sensor, 
8x zoom and Wi-Fi. Video is 
720p rather than full HD.
£90, Canon.Co.uk

2 
samsung wb250f
Heftier than the Canon,  
but with 1080p video and 
an 18x zoom, we see why.
£190, samsung.Com/uk

09
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Budget compact camerasCameras
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Canon EoS 700D
 £390, Canon.Co.uk, testeD oCtober 2013

LoVe APS-C CMOS sensor delivers cracking images. 
Jack-of-all-trades zoom kit lens. Touchscreen LCD
Hate Relatively bulky and pricey
t3 says an excellent beginner’s DsLr that  
takes semi-pro shots with reliable quality
speCiFiCations

sensor 18.5-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 18-55mm 
sCreen 3-inch touchscreen WeigHt 580g

04

05 SamSung nx300
 £429, samsung.Com/uk, testeD june 2013

olympuS St yluS Sh-1
 £210, oLympus.Co.uk, testeD september 2014

LoVe DSLR-quality photos. Tiltable AMOLED  
touchscreen. Manual controls aplenty. Built-in Wi-Fi
Hate No viewfinder or built-in flash
t3 says Cutting-edge camera features housed  
in an attractive, compact package. a winner
speCiFiCations

sensor 21.6-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 18-55mm 
sCreen 3.31-inch touchscreen WeigHt 284g

LoVe Well-crafted design. Handles like a much pricier 
Olympus PEN interchangeable lens cam
Hate Zoom range could be better
t3 says Classic looks and modern features.  
the most premium of premium compacts
speCiFiCations

sensor 16-megapixel/1080p Lens 25-600mm 
sCreen 3-inch touchscreen WeigHt 271g

Sony Slt-a58
 £399, sony.Co.uk, testeD oCtober 2013

02
LoVe Great value for money. Translucent mirror  
allows you to film video in a flash. Decent lens choice
Hate Smaller LCD screen, but a fairly bulky look
t3 says sony’s not-a-DsLr is feature-packed,  
with great performance and a low price
speCiFiCations

sensor 20.1-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 18-55mm 
sCreen 2.7-inch WeigHt 492g

nikon Coolpix S9700
 £179, nikon.Co.uk, testeD september 2014

SamSung nx mini
 £249, samsung.Com/uk, testeD september 2014

nikon 1 V3
 £679, nikon.Com, testeD DeCember 2014

Sony a5100
 £400, sony.Co.uk, testeD DeCember 2014

Sony rx100 ii
 £390, sony.Co.uk, testeD marCH 2014

LoVe Big lens on a compact body. OLED screen at the rear. 
Reasonably priced for a big zooming compact
Hate No grip. Small buttons are tough to control
t3 says the compact camera that delivers  
a big zoom at an affordable price
speCiFiCations

sensor 16-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 25-750mm 
sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 232g

LoVe Point-and-shoot size, but with the added bonus  
of interchangeable lenses
Hate Bundled with a fixed zoom lens. CMOS not APS-C
t3 says affordable and compact, with plenty  
of potential for lens upgrades
speCiFiCations

sensor 20.5-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 24-73mm 
sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 196g

LoVe Tilting touchscreen is responsive and easy to use. The 
large array of physical buttons and dials also helps usability
Hate Lacks a viewfinder – photographers are likely to miss 
having this traditional method of composition. Pretty expensive
t3 says this is nikon’s best V camera to date
speCiFiCations

sensor 18.4-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 10-30mm 
sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 324g

LoVe It produces bold, punchy images with a fantastic 
amount of detail, even if you never upgrade from the kit lens
Hate Not many direct control buttons and dials, and removing 
the hotshoe means you can’t attach an external viewfinder
t3 says small, but can take on the big boys
speCiFiCations

sensor 24.3-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 16-50mm  
sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 224g

LoVe Rock-solid construction. Tilting LCD and hotshoe  
(a rarity on a compact). Carl Zeiss lens
Hate Tiny buttons. No hand grip. Expensive for a compact
t3 says an a-grade combination of optics and features 
crammed cleverly into a pocket snapper
speCiFiCations

sensor 20.2-megapixel/1080p Lens 28-200mm  
(in 35mm terms) sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 281g

3 
sony cyber-shot 
dsc-wx60
16.2-meg Cmos, 8x zoom 
and easy 1080p shooting. 
small, but well formed.
£160, sony.Co.uk 

4 
nikon coolpix so2
no fripperies, but does the 
basics well, with a 13.2-meg 
Cmos and 1080p video.
£90, nikon.Co.uk

03 FujiFilm x-t1
 £750, FujiFiLm.eu/uk testeD summer 2014

LoVe Retro-styled yet technologically innovative.  
Larger APS-C chip matches the size found in DSLRs proper
Hate You could buy a decent SLR for the same price 
t3 says High-end CsC challenges Canon and nikon 
DsLrs with smaller, mirrorless body and retro cool
speCiFiCations

sensor 16.3-megapixel/1080p kit Lens 18-135mm  
sCreen 3-inch WeigHt 440g
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SamSung galaxy S5 mini
 £335, samsung.com/uk, tested november 2014

google nexuS 6
 £499, play.google.com, tested january 2015

Sony xPeRia Z2
 £329, sonymobile.com, tested july 2014

HTC one mini 2
 £380, htc.com/uk, tested november 2014

lg g3
 £440, lg.com/uk, tested summer 2014

nokia lumia 635
 £105, nokia.co.uk, tested november 2014

love Array of sensors and features. Water resistant.  
Appealing screen at a more manageable size than S5 big bro
hate Average battery. Full-size S5 has a better spec
t3 says almost as good as the full-size s5, for 
considerably less dosh. you can’t argue with that
specifications

processor 1.4GHz quadcore screen 4.7-inch, 1280x720
camera 8-meg/1080p storage 16GB plus microSD

Love Bright, clear screen. Brilliant Qi+ Turbo charging. Great 
OS upgrade in Android Lollipop
Hate Messaging capabilities are a little mixed-up. Cost 
t3 SayS a massive beast, but one that justifies the 
cost and ‘best nexus ever’ tag
specifications

processor 64-bit Qualcomm screen 5.96-inch, 1440x2560
camera 13MP storage 32GB or 64GB

love Big display with brilliant image quality.  
Powerful processor. Excellent camera. Waterproof
hate Too little built-in storage. Sony’s interface needs work
t3 says a full-featured and rugged android smartphone. 
not quite as slick as some of its rivals, though
specifications

processor 2.3GHz quadcore screen 5.2-inch, 1920x1080
camera 20-meg/4K storage 16GB

love High-end metal design. Excellent display.  
Strong camera. Generally premium feel for under 400 quid
hate Battery won’t last a long day. Processor can lag
t3 says sublimely designed, the htc is a head-turner 
that also qualifies as affordable
specifications

processor 1.2GHz quadcore screen 4.5-inch, 1280x720
camera 13-meg/1080p storage 16GB plus microSD

love Remarkable high-res display. Laser-focused camera.  
Slick new re-skinning of Android KitKat
hate Very big. Plasticky cover. Rear controls still a divider
t3 says the g3 is bigger, with added lasers and an 
incredibly sharp screen, but it’s no android champ
specifications

processor 2.46GHz quadcore screen 5.5-inch, 1440x2560
camera 13-meg/4K storage 16GB

love Punchy design with neat feel, great build and funky 
colours. Strong Windows 8.1 OS. Decent camera, too
hate Low-res display, although it actually doesn’t look bad
t3 says great design with ace software, this is a  
massive bargain and punches well above its weight
specifications

processor 1.2GHz quadcore screen 4.5-inch, 854x480
camera 5-meg/1080p storage 8GB plus microSD

love Stunning metallic build. Great camera upgrades. 
Quadcore processor runs like a dream. Inspired Dot Matrix case
hate Fewer flashy headline features
t3 says the most stylish android. lacks headline 
features of others, but what’s there works and looks top
specifications

processor 2.3GHz quadcore screen 5-inch, 1920x1080
camera 4-ultrapixel/1080p storage 16GB

love Updated interface. Incredibly bright screen. Plethora 
of innovative features and excellent battery-saving mode
hate Sensors are great, but the accuracy isn’t there yet
t3 says the s5 throws everything at its bid for  
android supremacy, and it just about pays off
specifications

processor 2.5GHz quadcore screen 5.1-inch, 1920x1080
camera 16-meg/4K storage 16GB or 32GB

Love Much-improved battery life. More useful and accurate 
keyboard. All-new, great-looking chassis
Hate Disappointing 750p screen. Price
t3 SayS apple has now caught up with, and mostly 
beaten, the pack with the rebooted iphone 6 range
specifications

processor 64-bit, A8 screen 4.7-inch, 1334x750
camera 8MP storage 16GB, 64GB or 128GB
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Sony xPeRia Z1 ComPaCT
 from £299, sonymobile.com, tested april 2014

love Premium waterproof design, just like its big brother. 
Brilliant 4.3-inch display. Powerful processor
hate Lack of Android 4.4. Sony’s own interface feels dated
t3 says the scaled-down version of the Xperia Z1  
loses very little of the original’s appeal
specifications

processor 2.2GHz quadcore screen 4.3-inch, 1280x720
camera 20.7-meg/1080p storage 16GB plus microSD

{buying tips}

Phablets that punch their weight

1
SAmSung gAlAxy  
note 3
an array of clever, stylus- 
focused extras give this 
5.7-incher the edge. 
£430, samsung.com/uk

2
Sony xperiA Z ultrA
a stellar 6.4-inch screen,  
a mighty fine camera and 
impressive slimness. 
£349, sonymobile.com

3
lg g-Flex
a slightly curved variant  
on the phablet theme, with 
six inches of screen girth. 
£420, lg.com/uk

4
nokiA lumiA 1520
hulking yet sexy slab 
carries the Windows phone 
flag in its enlarged fist. fast, 
apart from the camera.
£340, nokia.co.uk

05

HTC one m8
 £550, htc.com/uk, tested june 2014

SamSung galaxy S5
 £489, samsung.com/uk, tested july 2014

aPPle iPHone 6 
 £539, apple.com/uk, tested january 2015
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KEF M500
£250, KEF.com, tEstEd AUGUst 2013

b&w p3
£169, bowErs-wilKins.co.UK, tEstEd sEptEmbEr 2012

lovEDetailed sound quality.Memory foam increases comfort
andminimises sound leakage. Classic look
HAtE Pricey.Occasional headband slippage
t3 sAys Accomplished audio + high-end materials +
restrained design = cans worthy of £250
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 32 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 20-20,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.3m

lovECompact and lightweight,but undeniably premium.Clear
anddeepaudio.Any colour youwant,as long as it’s black orwhite
HAtE Head grippage could be overly firm for some
t3 sAys Highly refined headphones with stunning
sound quality. the sign of a true audio gent
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 34 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 10-20,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

philips FidElio s2
£74, pHilips.co.UK, tEstEd jAnUAry 2014

lovETight in-ear buds, impressive bass and superb sound
isolation. Comfortable fit. Stylish design.Newly affordable
HAtE After the price cut, we’re really struggling here…
t3 sAys top styling, sound, comfort and price make
these in-ears well worth splashing out on
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 22 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 15-24,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

pionEEr sE-MX9-T
£250, pionEEr.EU, tEstEd sUmmEr 2014

lovEBased on the acclaimed HDJ-2000 DJ cans.
Suitably luxe looks and superior sound quality
HAtE Could be comfier, if we’re griping. Pricey
t3 sAys Grown-up, luxury headphones for serious
clubbers and fans of dj-quality audio
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 32 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 6-40,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

MonsTEr isporT sTrivE
£40, monstErprodUcts.com, tEstEd jUly 2014

lovEBrilliant fit that holds tight during vigorous workouts.
Sweat- and water-resistant, with a tangle-free cable
HAtEMore open sound (good for staying alert, though)
t3 sAys stylish, sporty in-ears with an unmovable
fit and great sound quality. designed for winners
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncENot quoted FrEQUEncyrAnGENot quoted
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

...a surprisingly
refined design at the
price. If you’re after
good, inexpensive
hi-fi headphones,

these come as a nice
surprise and are well
worth investigating
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1
Apple ipod Touch
Aquality combo of music,
apps and games. latest
version is better than ever,
andmore colourful.
From £159, ApplE.com/UK

2
Apple ipod NANo
new, larger 2.5-inch
touchscreen. now only
available as 16Gbmodel.
£129, ApplE.com/UK

3
AsTell ANd KerN AK100
Audiophile option for
lossless lovers. sound
impresses; price distresses.
£800, Amp3.co.UK

4
soNy WAlKmAN
NWZ-e474
clear audio and 36 hours
playback. just 8Gb storage
and a dated look, though.
£69, sony.co.UK

{buying Tips}

Portablemedia-playing pals

sEnnhEisEr MoMEnTuM
£230, sEnnHEisEr.com, tEstEd octobEr 2013

lovEGreat sound. Excellent build quality.Very comfortable
indeed,withminimal sound leakage
HAtEMonster carry case.Hefty size and price
t3 sAys robust build, lightweight design and comfy
earcups make these great for music lovers on the move
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 18 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 16-22,000KHz
cord lEnGtH 1.4m

10

08

09

b&w p7
£330, bowErs-wilKins.co.UK, tEstEd cHristmAs 2013

lovE Superb sound reproductionmodelled on high-end
hi-fi speakers. Comfortable, premium build
HAtE Bit big for regular commuting
t3 sAys b&w’s over-ears are luxurious in both sound
and build quality, but a touch too pricey
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 22 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 10Hz-20KHz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

aKg K67 TiësTo
£65, AKG.co.UK, tEstEd sUmmEr 2014

TEd baKEr rocKall
£180, tEdbAKEr.com, tEstEd novEmbEr 2014

lovEApproved byTiësto, but cost less than entry to some
club nights. Dancemusic is, unsurprisingly, realised well
HAtE No in-line remote.Very snug fit
t3 sAys club-quality sound for a reduced entrance
fee. these over-ears are a quite ridiculous bargain
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 32 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 18-24,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.8m

lovE Premiummaterials. Sturdy build.Well-rounded sound
rather than being a bass-heavy boomer
HAtE Not cheap. Plenty of competition in this price bracket
t3 sAys An impressive headphones debut that proves
cans can be stylish without sacrificing quality
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 16 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 20-20,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m

available online @ t3.com the ultimate buyer’s guide

07 aToMic Floyd
supErdarTs TiTaniuM

£249, AtomicFloyd.com, tEstEd cHristmAs 2014

lovEAmazing sound. Super looks. Premiummaterials
HAtE The hefty price
t3 sAys bassy, maybe, but these are as good as it gets
spEciFicAtions

impEdAncE 16 Ohms FrEQUEncyrAnGE 5-25,000Hz
cord lEnGtH 1.2m
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PhiliPs fidelio AW9000/10
  £329, PHILIPS.co.uk, teSted FeBRuARY 2013

simPle Audio roomPlAyer+
  £600, SImPLeAudIo.com, teSted FeB 2013

monitor AirstreAm s300
  £225, monItoRAudIo.co.uk, teSted novemBeR 2014

boWers & Wilkins A5 
  £400, BoweRS-wILkInS.co.uk, teSted FeBRuARY 2013

ns2 Air monitors v2
  €400, nocS.Se, teSted decemBeR 2014

PhiliPs fidelio soundsPhere
  £595, PHILIPS.co.uk, teSted jAnuARY 2012

denon Ceol PiCColo
  £350 (wItH SPeAkeRS), denon.co.uk, teSted 

FeBRuARY 2013

denon CoCoon streAm
  £249, denon.co.uk, teSted mARcH 2014

CAmbridge Audio Air 100
  £230, cAmBRIdgeAudIo.com, teSted mAY 2013

Love Six high-class drivers deliver outstanding sound  
quality. Wood veneer speakers look classy
HAte DLNA set-up needs to be made simpler
t3 SAYS Buxom chunks of wireless sonic bliss.  
A fine alternative to the one-box streaming norm
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 100W connectIvItY N Wi-Fi, analogue, digital 
coaxial, digital optical, 3.5mm in SIze 300x210x350mm

Love Supreme sound quality when paired with suitably spendy 
speakers. Easy set-up and reliable streaming at up to 24 bits
HAte No wireless connection. More pricey than Sonos
t3 SAYS Fine lozenges of multi-room audiophile delight, 
though price and features put them in a niche category
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 100W connectIvItY Ethernet, phono in/out, 3.5mm 
in/out, optical/coax out, subwoofer out SIze 50x200x200mm

Love Can do both refined and raucous. Good stability  
by AirPlay standards. Reasonably priced 
HAte Set-up is a pain. Banana shape won’t please everyone
t3 SAYS A curvaceous beatbox that, thanks to AirPlay, 
can also be used to build a cheap multi-room system
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 100W connectIvItY G Wi-Fi, 3.5mm input,  
USB audio/data inputs SIze 467x150x154mm

Love Unfussy design and highly impressive sound.  
New app makes iTunes syncing easy
HAte Bass wobbles at higher volumes
t3 SAYS elegant audio executed excellently,  
the A5 is the little black dress of speakers
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 4x 20W connectIvItY Wi-Fi, auxiliary analogue, 
ethernet, AirPlay, 3.5mm out SIze 300x180x120mm

Love Rock-solid AirPlay streaming. Useful Spotify connection. 
Great design and build
HAte No remote control. No optical input. No NFC 
t3 SAYS these smart little boxes are the perfect  
blend of wireless convenience and great design 
SPecIFIcAtIonS 
PoweR 80W connectIvItY AirPlay, NOCS app, Bluetooth 
with Apt-X SIze 160x110x140mm

Love Powerful and articulate 100W sound, a classy design  
and a strong wireless connection for AirPlay streaming.  
Add the free Fidelio app and you get internet radio, too
HAte No LCD display means awkward set-up. Not cheap
t3 SAYS Quality speakers with added AirPlay? Love ’em
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 2x 50W connectIvItY Line in, AirPlay  
SIze 265x410mm

Love The original all-in-one Ceol has ditched the CD player  
but kept AirPlay, an iPod dock, 24-bit support and web radio
HAte Slightly dull looks
t3 SAYS multi-format mini marvel at a decent price
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 2x 65W connectIvItY Wi-Fi, USB, optical in,  
audio in, AirPlay, 3.5mm out SIze 180x90x234mm

Love AirPlay-enabled streaming speaker that also plays nicely 
with NAS storage and DLNA for Android devices via smart app
HAte Jellybean-style design not to all tastes
t3 SAYS A crowd-pleasing streaming speaker that, 
sonically speaking, punches well above its price
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 4x 25W connectIvItY Wi-Fi, USB, AirPlay, DLNA, 
3.5mm out SIze 451x236x170mm

Love Powerful, detailed sound quality. AirPlay and Bluetooth 
connectivity. Rugged, sleek design. Handy web radio buttons
HAte Multi-room is less straightforward than on Sonos
t3 SAYS Sounds great and packs more features than  
any other wireless speaker systems on the market
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 100W connectIvItY Wi-Fi, AirPlay, Bluetooth, 
RCA, 3.5mm SIze 354x182x118mm
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Pure jongo t4
  £150, PuRe.com, teSted mARcH 2014

Love Multi-room wireless streaming on a relative budget.  
Link two and you can achieve proper stereo sound, too
HAte Connectivity can be glitchy
t3 SAYS the slightly more affordable way to play  
digital dj for the whole house, with good results
SPecIFIcAtIonS

PoweR 50W connectIvItY Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, Ethernet, 
3.5mm in SIze 305x146x165mm
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{buying Tips}

Portable speakers with punch
1 
Jawbone Jambox  
and miniJambox
Small, brightly hued, great 
audio, easy Bluetooth 
pairing. winners, both.
£130/£110, jAwBone.com

2 
denon envaya
A top performer, whether 
serenading you gently  
or rocking the spot.
£120, denon.co.uk

3 
loewe speaker 2go
Incredible sound quality 
with size-defying bass and 
top clarity. Pricey, though.
£200, Loewe.tv/uk

4 
Jabra solemate
trainer-like design won’t 
suit all tastes, but this sure 
is a loud, brash, room-filling 
speaker-cum-shoe.
£130, jABRA.com
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Shutdown

a petrol station forecourt, 
would begin screaming at 
you “PETROL, NOT 
DIESEL, PETROL, NOT 
DIESEL… REPEAT: NOT 
DIESEL… PETROL CAP 
IS ON YOUR SIDE!!!”  
Or for a slightly more 
terrifying experience, you 
could have a system 
whereby your petrol cap 
adopts the voice of HAL 
9000 – pull the unleaded 
pump towards it only to 
hear, “Are you sure you 
want to do that, Dave?”.

4/
Burger King 
queue monitor
Zooming down the M4 
and get struck by the urge 
for a quick Whopper? The 
Burger King Queue 
Monitor will fill you in on 
which Welcome Break 
has the largest lines.  
Alert: Membury Services 
is full of elderly couples 
waiting patiently to quiz 
the Burger King server if 
they do ham, egg and 

Activate DJ silencer. 
Twenty two minutes of 
complete quiet later and 
the song begins to play. It 
even cuts out that odd 
habit of the DJ singing 
along with the last couple 
of lines. Bliss.

6/
Constant  
petrol alerts
This would be specifically 
installed in rental cars, 
which, as soon as entering 

n o . 7 6 
The 10 bits 

of in-car tech we’d love to see
1/
Middle-lane-
driver blaster
Someone seems to  
have mistaken their 
automobile for an 
armchair, as they sit in 
the motorway’s middle 
lane and trudge along at 
50mph (they never look 
to the sides, these 
people, do they?). Well, 
simply mash the huge 
button in the middle of 
your steering wheel and 
a giant Mario Kart red 
shell will be released 
from your front 
bumper, taking them 
out of the game entirely. 
So long, suckers!

2/
British thank 
you system
“Is he… is he? Yes! I think 
he’s letting you go!” 
Quick, press the British 
Thank You For Letting 
Me Go Button. One press 
later and you’ve 
manoeuvred safely into 
traffic while your car 
takes care of flashing 
every single indicator, 
hazard and light it 
possesses without you 
ever having to take your 
hands off the wheel. 
Though you’ll still wave 
in the rear view mirror,  
of course – you just  
can’t help it. 

3/
Post-cinema 
speed control
You’ve just seen the latest 
Batman, your adrenaline 
is pumping and you’ve 
had an Elvis amount of 
sugar over the past two 
hours… This means from 
leaving the cinema to 
getting home you think 
you’re the Caped 
Crusader. Activate 
Post-Cinema Speed 
Control and your car will 
fight against your urge to 
thrash out of the carpark 
at 100mph in your 
Batmobile (2002 Peugeot 
206) and will instead 
guide you home at 
police-friendly speed. 

WORDS rob temple ILLUSTRATION chriS king

chips… better speed on to 
Leigh Delamere, where 
everyone seems to be  
just plumping for regular 
old supermarket 
sandwiches, the soon- 
to-be-regretful fools! 

5/
DJ silencer
“Just quickly, do you 
know what I was thinking 
the other day about this 
next song?” Nope, don’t 
want to either, sorry. 

7/
A satnav that 
says “please”
We know we’ve got to 
turn left up ahead, but are 
manners too much to ask, 
bossy boots? Perhaps the 
ideal voice would be 
Hugh Bonneville, and it 
could also say things 
along the lines of “Ooh, 
that place looks nice, shall 
we pop in for a quick pork 
pie?” Yes, Hugh, yes we 
bloody well should.

8/
Arm vaporiser
A simple system, the Arm 
Vaporiser would fire a 
high-powered laser at any 
front-seat passenger who 
attempts to be helpful by 
operating an indicator or 
beeping the horn for you. 
“Look, I’m driving, 
alright? And now you 
never will again! Ha!”

9/
Awkward- 
silence filler
There’s nothing quite so 
excruciating as that 
embarrassed silence 
when a bad smell is 
suddenly present in the 
car. With the Silence 
Filler, your car will  
detect the odour and, as 
everyone stops talking 
and one person’s face 
turns red, will gently fade 
in some classical music. 
When the scent has gone, 
it fades out as you resume 
your conversation. 

10/
Wasp texter
This nifty little add-on 
will auto-detect when a 
big fat angry wasp from 
Hell enters your car – as 
you’re hurtling along a 
winding country road at 
70mph – and will send all 
your friends and family a 
quick “I love you” text 
with instructions on how 
to divide your collection 
of beer mats, leaving you 
free to remove your hands 
from the wheel and have 
a proper freak-out. Better 
safe than sorry, eh.





90
00


