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 27   News The month’s most stylish  

buys and hottest trends. Plus, Nigella 
Lawson’s favourite tableware brand, 
the inspiration behind Liberty’s  
new fabric collection, the spirit  
of Fornasetti in a fragrance, and how 
to update your bedroom for spring 
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Welch goodies worth £500!

 65   Crowd control An insider guide  
to crowdfunding from four 
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COLOUR
THEORY

Colour can make you happy.  
Whatever your favourite hue, we have  

the products and the decorating tips to help  
you brighten up your home
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She reveals the fabrics, paints and 
papers that create the look

 142   Emerald city Inspired by the rich 
green scheme in Anne-Sophie’s  
home, we share more style ideas
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Decorating: some people’s pleasure, others’ pain – for me, joy!  
I absolutely love the transformative possibilities of decoration. 
It never ceases to amaze me how colour, pattern and texture can 
completely alter your experience of a space. It can cool rooms 
down or warm them up; make spaces feel larger and more airy,  
or snug, cosy and den-like. It’s also the bit of the home-making 
process that gets to be fun! After all of the expensive, boring-yet-
important stuf you can’t see (plumbing, re-wiring, plastering 
etc), this is where you get to prettify and see instant change. 

As such, I like to think of my walls as large canvases on which  
I can play. For example, in a previous home I combined colour-
coordinated but diferent vertical lengths of wallpaper to make  
a rather grand full-height panorama in a bedroom – a device 
repeated in the lounge. In my current home, a headboard has been 
made using ‘Period Embossed’ ceramic tiles from H&E Smith, the 
90-year-old company that makes the tiles that line London 
Underground stations. What’s great about this range is it includes 
matching curved corners, skirting and dado tiles so that you can 
create wonderful patterns and seamless corners. But it’ll be no 
surprise to any regular reader that I love tiles, especially mixing 
shapes, sizes and materials. For years I’ve held in my memory an 
image of a wall covered entirely in white tiles, but arranged so that 
every column was a diferent profile or size because the homeowners 
had used only inexpensive remaindered tiles from wherever they 
could find them. Containing the diferent shapes and patterns in 
blocks was the genius bit; frankly, an idea I’m desperate to rip of 
should the right surface present itself – I’m thinking the back 
garden wall might do nicely. And I’ve always been a huge fan of 
Anagylpta textured, paintable wallcoverings. After all, why have 
flat walls when you can have surfaces that thrill your fingertips? 
And which can be coloured exactly the shade you want them, too!

Follow me on Twitter: @MOgundehin Check out elledecoration.co.ukFollow us on Instagram: @elledecorationuk

*Texts to this number are charged at your standard 
network rate. Standard network rates vary depending 
on your phone provider. By using this service you  
are opting in to receive messages from us by email 
and SMS. You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP 
to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’

WANT DESIGN INSPIRATION 
DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX?

It’s now easier than ever to 
sign up to our fortnightly 
newsletter. Simply text your 
email address followed by a 
space, then DECO to 84499*

So herewith my top five decorating tips!

 1 Define your palette (materials and colours) and stick to it. You 
can always extend it, but do so consistently. In other words, if 

you decide that you’re going to use both brass and chrome in your 
home, don’t then suddenly throw in copper, unless you do it in 
more than one room.

 2 When using colour I advocate using it in planes (ie paint entire 
walls from architrave to skirtings). I’m not a fan of picking out 

the detailing in contrasting colours. It feels terribly old-fashioned 
and a touch pedantic to me.

 3 Consider gloss for ceilings! I love super-shiny ceilings. It’s 
unexpected and really helps to bounce light around a room. 

Also, don’t auto default to white. I’ve used Farrow & Ball’s ‘Blackened’, 
which is an extremely pale blue-grey, in my home.

 4 Spend as much as you can aford on your floor. For you can sit 
on a box on a beautiful floor and be happy, but nothing will ever 

improve a cheap floor. Flooring underpins everything, and is  
not easy to change. As I write this I am literally days away from 
finally installing the parquet floor of my dreams, from the ethically-
conscious brand Ecora. It’s involved five years of increasingly 
impatient anticipation; getting other stuf done first (the floor 
should always be done last), saving up again, then deciding the 
pattern and the colour (a dark Jacobean oak), installing the underfloor 
heating and so on. I will cry with happiness when it’s done.

 5 Have no qualms about instantly firing bad tradesmen. They will 
only cost you more money in the long run, as you will more than 

likely have to get everything they did badly re-done. There is always 
another plumber, electrician, carpenter to be found. Always. And 
you’re the client. Most seem to forget this: they’re there to serve 
you, not the other way round.
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Amanda Smith-Corston
Instagram: @stylister
Profession Stylist
Features Emerald City, p142  
and Fresh ideas, p158 
Influences There’s nothing like  
an amble around a new area or city, 

and the joy of discovering new and inspiring places.  
It nourishes and informs my work
Dream buy A sunny plot of land with a view of the 
sea where I could build my own house with a pool,  
and make my dreams on Pinterest a reality
Favourite city I’m in love with Copenhagen right 
now, for its relaxed ambience and great design

Kassia St Clair
Twitter: @kassiastclair
Profession Writer
Feature Colour theory, p85
Likes Breakfast, running and bed
Dislikes Hangovers, rudeness and 
people who walk slowly

Most precious possession The manuscript for  
the book about colour that I’m writing. I’ve secreted  
copies – physical and digital – all over the place in  
case my laptop explodes/gets stolen/dies
Favourite colour Currently hovering around bottle 
green, but changes almost hourly. Recent favourites 
include incarnadine, flamenco and obsidian
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Sania Pell
Twitter: @saniapell
Profession Stylist
Feature Turning Scandinese, p186
Interiors style A monochrome 
palette, with wooden vintage  
furniture to add character, collections 

of contemporary ceramics, shelves of art books  
and walls covered with paintings and prints
Favourite design object The ‘AJ’ teapot by Arne 
Jacobsen for Stelton. It was given to us as a wedding 
gift and looks great on the kitchen shelf
Dream destination Kyoto, Japan, for the cherry 
blossom season

20  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  APRIL 2016





GREAT REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE

Just £17.50 every six issues when you pay by Direct Debit* 
Save over £17 across the year on the shop price  
Free delivery, direct to your door every month  

Exclusive subscriber covers

Subscription terms & conditions Offer valid for new UK subscriptions by Direct Debit only. *After your first six issues, your subscription will continue at £17.50 every six issues, unless you are notified otherwise. All orders will be acknowledged and you will be  
advised of the start issue within 14 days. Subscriptions may be cancelled by providing 28 days’ notice. Minimum subscription term is six issues. The normal cost of 12 issues is £52.80, based on a basic cover price of £4.40. All savings are based on the basic  

cover price of £4.40. Subscriptions may not include promotional items packaged with the magazine. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other subscription offer and closes on 6 April 2016. For UK subscription enquiries, please call 01858 438 877.  
For overseas subscription rates and enquiries, please call +44 1858 438794 or visit hearstmagazines.co.uk. All information is correct at time of going to press. For our data policy, visit hearst.co.uk/dp

 

TO SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE, VISIT OUR WEBSITE

hearstmagazines.co.uk/ec/apr16
OR CALL 0844 322 1769 QUOTING 1EC10811

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST £17.50*

SAVE 33%  
ON THE  

SHOP PRICE

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

22  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  APRIL 2016

ELLE Decoration | SUBSCR IP T ION











SHOPPING • DESIGN • CR A FT • ECO • NA MES TO KNOW • BIG IDEA S

STYLE

FOR MORE OBJECTS OF DES IRE,  V IS IT  EL LEDECORATION.CO.UK/SHOPPING

GO WITH  
THE GRAIN

Cole & Son’s new ‘Curio’ wallpaper range takes natural 
textures of wood, precious stone and mother of pearl  

and transforms them into original contemporary patterns.  
This ‘Strand’ design recalls the veining of marble or  

an exotic, aged timber; the malachite-green and gold 
colourway adds an extra layer of opulence. The collection 

features 11 other designs, all inspired by organic  
materials. ‘Strand’ wallpaper, £80 per 10-metre roll,  

Cole & Son (cole-and-son.com).





CAPSULE COLLECTION

Four years in the making, Japanese fashion label Issey Miyake’s 
homeware for Finnish brand Iittala is every bit as sculptural  
as you’d expect from the designer famous for his architectural 
clothes. The ‘Iittala X Issey Miyake’ range includes ceramics, 
glass and textiles created using the same pleating and folding 
technique that has been used to make Miyake’s garments since 

the 1980s. The collection’s beautiful pastel colour palette  
is intended to suggest the awakening of spring blooms, while  
the function of each product is to encourage users to enjoy  
calm, considered moments in their homes (iittala.com).

From left Napkins, £35 each; vases, £75 each; cups, £20 each; plates, £20 each; 
table flowers, from £35 each; cushion covers, £130 each, all Iittala (iittala.com)

Buy this Gallery shops can be unexpected sources of beautiful homewares – as demonstrated by  
the new line of products on ofer at London’s National Gallery to accompany the exhibition ‘Delacroix 
and the Rise of Modern Art’ (until 22 May). The vibrant pottery is inspired by the French painter’s 
passion for all things African. If you can’t make it to the National Gallery in person, the pieces are  
all available in its online store. Large purple ceramic vase (left), £25 (nationalgallery.org.uk).

A DAY TO REMEMBER

Don’t miss ‘Days in Sussex’, an evening talk at the RIBA Stirling Award-
winning Novium Museum in Chichester. The star speaker is Paula Day, 
daughter of famed British designers Robin and Lucienne Day (left). She will 
talk about her parents’ life and work – Robin is notable for his mid-century 
furniture designs, including the ‘Royal Festival Hall’ lounge chair (below), 
while Lucienne created the iconic ‘Calyx’ fabric. Here, Paula gives us an insight 
into her parent’s creative process. 9 April, tickets £14 (daysinsussex.co.uk). 

What inspired your father’s work? He was deeply influenced  
by the Scandinavian tradition of sensitive, spare design  
in natural materials. He also had a passion for mountains  
and the outdoors. Sometimes I think I see a parallel 
between the great open spaces of Scandinavia, or the 
South Downs, and his appreciation for minimalist forms.  
How did your parents influence each others’ work?  
They worked at back-to-back drawing boards; that’s  
a good image of the way they pursued separate careers 
alongside each other. If you look at their output across the 
decades, there’s no doubt of a shared aesthetic. 

P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
T
IM

O
 J
U

N
T
T
IL

A
, 
©

T
H

E
 R

O
B
IN

 &
 L
U

C
IE

N
N

E
 D

A
Y
 F

O
U

N
D

A
T
IO

N

APRIL 2016  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  29

Style | NEWS





T H E  N E W  W E AV E

We’re seeing a trend for rugs where 
the beauty is in the texture. Dutch 
textile manufacturer Danskina’s 
‘Cross Border’ design (centre) by 
Hella Jongerius features delicate 
hand-tufted cut-out details. 
Meanwhile, fellow Danish company 
Fabula Living has produced 
wonderfully understated rugs in 
neutral hues, with small-scale 
patterns on wool and linen creating 
the illusion of texture. The ‘Menja’ 
( left) by Jens Landberg Schrøder 
has a softly ridged stripe and ‘New 
Freja’ resembles pinstripes from  
a distance, but herringbone when 

viewed close up. Finally, for textured patterns in 
barely-there colours, check out the new ‘Kelim’ 
collection ( far left) from Swedish brand Ferm 
Living. Its wool and cotton designs put a Scandi 
twist on traditional kilims and are ultra-versatile: 
hardwearing enough to be used anywhere in the 
home, but light so that they can hang on a wall.

MARVEL AT MINOTTI 

Presenting a rather more masculine aesthetic than some of  
the other big Italian brands, Minotti has made slick forms,  
clean lines and the finest materials into a signature style.  
If you’re after sharp pieces crafted with flair by long-time 
resident creative director Rodolfo Dordoni, this is your go-to 
brand. And, while the Italians usually wait until April’s annual 
furniture fair in Milan to showcase their new collections,  
Minotti has already released updates to some of its most  
popular furniture. Hotfoot it to the brand’s showroom to  
see it all first. 77 Margaret Street, London W1 (minotti.com).

Top ‘White’ sofa, £19,630; ‘Raymond’ cofee table, £4,570; 
‘Gilliam’ armchair, £4,165, all by Rodolfo Dordoni for Minotti 
Above ‘Leslie’ lounge sofa, £4,900, Minotti (minotti.com)

From left ‘Blue Triangles’ 
rug, from £89, Ferm Living 
(fermliving.com). ‘Cross Border’ 
rug by Danskina, £375 per 
square metre, Coexistence 
(coexistence.co.uk).  ‘Menja’  
rug, £449, Fabula Living 
(fabula-living.dk)
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ODE TO A MODERN URN
We love these painterly paper vases by Barcelona-based 
stationery company Octaevo. Designs vary from the maze-
print ‘Greco’ ( left) and ‘Bazaar’ (centre), which is inspired by 
eye-catching powdered pigments, to the punchy Mediterranean 
style of ‘Liguria’ (right). They are practical, too: simply slip 
the vase over a standard glass or ceramic vessel filled with 
water. And don’t worry if it gets wet – the special waterproof 
paper will dry easily. £14 each (octaevo.com).

WING IT

These dainty new wingback chairs from 
Swoon Editions are based on two 1950s 
‘cocktail chairs’ found in the maker’s 
family collection in Poland. Upholstered 
in a range of colourful cotton velvets with 
the option of contrast piping, they come 
in two subtly diferent versions – the 
buttoned ‘Fitz’ or channelled ‘Duke’.  
At just £299 each, they’re mid-century 
chic on a budget (swooneditions.com).

DRIFT AWAY ON A CLOUD

Italian designer Carlo Colombo’s ‘Majal’ bed for Flou creates  
an instant focal point in any bedroom. Its wide, cushiony 
headboard is inspired by Colombo’s observations of women 
dyeing textiles in India. As the dye is wrung out, lengths of fabric 
are twisted into ribbons and piled up; Colombo has translated 

this spectacle using super-sized, padded panels that give the 
impression of a chunky knit. In this oatmeal-coloured fabric,  
the bed is the perfect mix of comfort and style and can be 
accessorised with Flou’s bedlinen, cushions and throws.  
‘Majal’ bed by Flou, from £4,080, Aram Store (aram.co.uk).
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A STROLL  
IN PARIS

This ‘La Parisienne’ fabric by French 
company Manuel Canovas is one of three 

new designs created as a tribute to the 
country’s capital. Have fun spotting 

landmarks such as Notre Dame and the 
Eifel Tower among the elegant ladies  

in 1950s attire. The motif’s subtle repeat 
makes it feel more like an artwork than  

a pattern, and the pinpoint flashes of 
colour allow it to sit equally well in  

a monochrome or colourful room. It’s also 
available as a charming wallpaper. 

‘La Parisienne’ fabric, £85 per metre; wallpaper,  
£120 per 10-metre roll, both by Manuel Canovas, 

Colefax and Fowler (colefax.com)
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THE GREAT DIVIDE
Open-plan living is brilliant, but sometimes a little 
separation is a good thing. Use floor-to-ceiling shelves  
to create subtle zones within your space. This Australian 
home (above) features a bespoke unit, constructed by 
Doherty Design Studios (dohertydesignstudio.com.au),  
that not only divides but also screens with a layer of stylish 
fluted glass. Freestanding models are best if you want to  
be able to easily switch around the layout of your rooms. 
Here, we share some of the best options – from geometric  
marvels to pieces with a more Surrealist slant.

Right ‘Claustra’ oak room divider, £1,069, Red Edition (rededition.com)

‘Network’ bookcase by Neuland 
Paster and Geldmacher, from 

£906, Casamania (casamania.it)

‘Babele’ bookcase by Draga  
& Aurel, from £4,300, Baxter 

(baxterlondon.net)

‘Malo’ oak bookcase by  
Laure Grezard, £495, Habitat 

(habitat.co.uk)

APRIL 2016  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  37

Style | NEWS



LIBERTY BELLE
Emma Mawston, head of design for 
Liberty Art Fabrics, reveals the story 
behind its magical new collection

Ever wondered who’s behind Liberty’s spectacular fabrics and 
wallpapers? It’s textile designer Emma Mawston, who’s worked 
across fashion and interiors for the iconic London store for 24 
years. Her latest project, the ‘Chesham Cabinet’ collection, 
encompasses a diverse mix of artist collaborations, her own 
creations and reworkings of archive patterns. Inspiration came 
when Mawston started researching 
ideas for her daughter’s dolls’ house – 
‘It has yet to be decorated, but this 
collection evolved instead!’ she says. 

Mawston’s designs for ‘Chesham 
Cabinet’ (the name is a nod to Liberty 
founder Arthur Lasenby Liberty, who called the store Chesham 
House after his own childhood home) draw inspiration from  
a number of antique dolls’ houses, as well as a 20th-century Dutch 
‘cabinet house’ from Liberty’s oriental department. ‘This sat 
behind us in the studio and I envisaged a style or era for each 
room, as well as the designers I hoped would realise them,’ 
explains Mawston. Among the prints in her imagined dolls’ house 

are artist Grayson Perry’s quirky, hand-drawn ‘Philippa’s Bike’ 
fabric; ‘Lady Kristina’, a blousy floral taken from hand-painted 
artworks created for Liberty in the 1920s; ‘Parquet Simon’, an 
updated geometric pattern from the Liberty archive originally 
designed for a scarf; and the pretty ‘Gail’s Garden’, based on 
illustrations from The Ladybird Book of Garden Flowers (1960).

The range also includes digitally 
printed wallpapers and a new line of 
cushions and throws, the heaviest  
of which are woven in Scotland. One 
design sees Liberty’s signature Art 
Nouveau ‘Ianthe’ motif woven into  

a traditional ‘Hessian Stewart’ tartan, creating the first real Liberty 
tartan. ‘They’re intended as “evening wear” for the home,’ explains 
Mawston. ‘It’s the heady and harmonious mix of heritage and 
originality that makes Liberty prints so iconic.’ (liberty.co.uk).

From top ‘Billett’ wallpaper, ‘Frut Billett’ fabric (on chair, right and cushions) 
and ‘Petronella Chintz’ fabric (on chair, left); The Ladybird Book of Garden Flowers 
(1960); ‘Lady Kristina’ cushion; ‘The Joy Wardrobe’ (1712) by Edmund Joy 

The ‘Chesham Cabinet’ 
fabrics draw inspiration from 

antique dolls’ houses

W
O

R
D

S
: 
T
E
S
S
A

 P
E
A

R
S
O

N
  
P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
M

A
T
T
 R

U
S
S
E
LL

 (
P
O

R
T
R
A

IT
),
 

LI
B
E
R
T
Y
 F

A
B
R
IC

S
, 
V
&

A
 M

U
S
E
U

M
 O

F
 C

H
IL
D

H
O

O
D

, 
LA

D
Y
B
IR

D
 B

O
O

K
S

38  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  APRIL 2016

Style | NEWS







W
O

R
D

S
: 
D

O
M

IN
IC

 L
U

T
Y
E
N

S
  
P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
G

IO
R
G

IO
 P

E
D

R
E
T
T
I 

SIX KEY MOMENTS  

IN  CASS INA’S STORY

1 Cassina won the inaugural 
Compasso d’Oro (Golden 

Compass) award in 1954 for its 
‘683’ wooden dining chair, 
designed by Carlo de Carli. The 
award is Europe’s oldest prize  
for industrial design and Italy’s 
highest design accolade.

2 In 1969, Cassina opened its 
ultra-experimental research 

centre, whose avant-garde 
concepts included Mario Bellini’s 
1972 ‘Kar-a-Sutra’: this concept 
car was large enough to live in and 
filled with beanbag-style cushions 
on which occupants could lounge.

3 Vico Magistretti’s famous 
‘Maralunga’ sofa (1973)  

set the trend for relaxed 1970s 
seating. Its unstructured frame 
was accompanied by a flexible 
backrest that could be adjusted  
by hand depending on how 
laid-back the user was feeling. 
Hundreds of imitations followed.

4 In 2005, Cassina became  
part of the Poltrona Frau 

group, under an umbrella of 
brands that also includes 
Cappellini. Cassina now has 
standalone shops throughout the 
world – including London, Milan, 
Paris and New York – and exports 
about 80 per cent of its output.

5 Cassina harked back to  
its origins as a maker of 

traditional wooden tables in  
2011 when it launched ‘Authentic 
Wood’, a collection of crate-like 
tables and a desk designed in the 
1950s by Le Corbusier for his 
holiday home Le Cabanon and  
the Unité d’Habitation flat block 
in Marseille, France. 

6 In 2015, Cassina appointed 
Italian designer Patricia 

Urquiola – a creative, much like 
Cassina, renowned for exploring 
new forms and materials –  
to be its artistic director.

In 1957, when Cassina launched design hero Giò Ponti’s ‘Superleggera 
699’ dining chair (left), the company held public demonstrations to 
show of the piece’s extraordinary credentials. The groundbreaking 
wooden design weighed just 1.7 kilograms and could be lifted with  

a single finger. ‘If you go to the Cassina works, they 
will give you a thrilling performance, throwing 
these chairs about and showing you how they fall 
to earth and bounce, but never break,’ said Ponti. 

The chair is a landmark of Italian design and 
symbolises the wit and innovation of this brand, 
founded in 1927 by Umberto Cassina, a carpenter, 
and his brother Cesare, a trained upholsterer,  
in a workshop at their family home in Meda, Italy. 

The company played a major role during the 

reconstruction of post-war Italy in 
the 1950s, supplying furniture to 
ocean liners, hotels and casinos, 

much of it designed by Giò Ponti, who served as the brand’s artistic 
advisor. A desire to innovate emerged as one of Cassina’s distinguishing 
features, as demonstrated during the 1960s, when it championed the 
latest plastics. Afra and Tobia Scarpa’s 1968 ‘Ciprea’ armchair (above) 
looked like a traditional design, but its upholstery concealed a frame 
made from a single block of expanded polyurethane foam.

Cassina’s allegiance to modernity is also manifested by its ‘I Maestri’ 
collection, kickstarted when Le Corbusier consented to the company 
producing a selection of his pieces in 1964. Cassina now has exclusive 
world rights to these designs – including the ‘LC2’ armchair (left) – along 
with furniture by Modernist titans Gerrit Rietveld and Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Complementing this is the ‘I Contemporanei’ collection of new 
works by such names as Piero Lissoni, Philippe Starck and Jaime Hayón. 

Cassina celebrates its 90th anniversary this year with a programme 
of ‘C90’ initiatives. The first is its ‘MutAzioni’ project – iconic designs 
have been tweaked to render them more contemporary, proof that 
this creatively restless company never stands still (cassina.com).

HISTORY OF A BRAND CASS INA

As the perpetually inventive Italian manufacturer 
celebrates its 90th anniversary, we trace its past

From top Designs 
from the ‘MutAzioni’ 
project; ‘Superleggera 
699’ chair by Giò Ponti; 
Umberto Cassina and 
his family; the ‘Ciprea’ 
armchair by Afra and 
Tobia Scarpa; ‘LC2’ 
chair by  Le Corbusier, 
Pierre Jeanneret and 
Charlotte Perriand
Right ‘Ventaglio’ table 
by Charlotte Perriand

The endless desire  
to innovate is one  
of the distinguishing 
features of Cassina
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DINE IN 
MONOCHROME

With her striking style dominated by graphic  
black-and-white patterns, interior and product designer 

Sue Timney has been at the forefront of Britain’s creative 
scene since the 1980s. She has recently launched her 

debut 48-piece kitchen and dining collection with Marks 
& Spencer, featuring everything from crockery  

to table linen, glassware and storage jars. The range  
fuses modern and historical elements and, naturally,  
is completely monochrome. ‘Graiti-esque freestyle 

painted brushstrokes sit with classical vase  
silhouettes and stripes,’ says Timney (suetimney.com). 

Dinner plates by Sue Timney, £9.50 each, Marks & Spencer 
(marksandspencer.com)
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DECORATOR INDEX  

SOPHIE  ASHBY

Who is she? Sophie Ashby studied history of art at Leeds 
University, followed by an eye-opening post-graduate  
course at Parsons School of Design in New York. ‘It was an 
incredible place to study, and one of the best cities in the 
world to do it,’ she says. After graduating, Ashby gained 
further insight into the world of interior design through  

an apprenticeship at Victoria Fairfax’s west London studio and time spent 
working at boutique agency Spring & Mercer. Two years ago, at the age of just 
25, Ashby set up her own studio and has not looked back. 
What’s her style? Ashby describes it as ‘warm, luxe, yet approachable, with  
a strong sense of home’. She mixes natural materials and textures with art, 
antiques and Modernist furniture.  
Her eclectic choices give a subtle nod  
to her own South African roots. 
Key projects? Ikoyi – soon to open in 
Mayfair, London – is Ashby’s latest restaurant 
design. It’s a new concept that takes its lead 
from the West African cuisine created by 
chef Jeremy Chan and owner Ire Hassan-
Odukale. Past projects include a townhouse 
in Chelsea (above) and an apartment in 
London’s South Bank (right), where pattern 
combines with a neutral palette.
She says: ‘Design is a way of articulating our 
experience. Living in a space that has been 
considered, created and curated with love 
and attention can support the way we live.’ 

From top  
A modern family 
home in Chelsea, 
London; an 
apartment in 
King’s Cross, 
London; a pattern- 
filled living room 
in an apartment  
on London’s  
South Bank
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MUD, GLORIOUS MUD
Sydney brand Mud Australia makes Nigella 
Lawson’s favourite tableware. As it launches  
in the UK, we find out why it’s so popular

If you watched Nigella Lawson’s BBC TV series Simply 
Nigella and wondered where she got her perfectly 
imperfect pastel-coloured tableware, wonder no more: 
it’s by Mud Australia, which recently opened its first 
UK shop. Well known in its home country for over  
20 years, the brand’s handmade crockery and 
serveware comes sorbet shades and has a range of 
high-profile foodie fans, from author Donna Hay and 
restaurateur Bill Granger to TV cook Rachel Khoo.

Mud Australia was founded by self-taught potter 
Shelley Simpson, who runs the company with her 
husband James Kirton. Simpson’s passion for pottery  
was kickstarted by an experimental session with  
a ceramicist friend’s throwing wheel. ‘Making a pot  
is like meditation,’ she says. ‘And there was a gap in the 
market for something handmade, simple and timeless.’ 

She started out selling her work at markets, 
but now has a factory with a staf of 35. ‘We 
draw on traditional ceramic colours, and all 
the shades are designed to work together,’ 
she says. Customers can choose from 80 
shapes in 18 hues – it might sound daunting, 
but Simpson’s clever technique of colour-
coding her shops makes choosing easy.  
Pots are arranged by shade on Dieter Rams’ 
classic ‘606 Universal Shelving System’, 
originally created in 1960 and manufactured 
by Vitsœ. ‘We use the colour-blocking 
displays as a fun way to highlight diferent 
seasons and holidays,’ she adds.

Visitors to the new UK store will be able to select 
from the complete collection. ‘I thought that London 
might need a splash of Mud colour to brighten up the 
colder months and complement the warmer ones,’ 
says Simpson. We second that. 11 Porchester Place, 
London W2 (mudaustralia.com). 

Products, clockwise from top left Teacup and saucer, £53; 
carafe, £91; salt pinch pot, £13; beaker, £32; latte cup, £25,  
all Mud Australia (mudaustralia.com)
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Tibor Reich (1916–1966) is less well 
known than Piper, yet in the 1950s and 
’60s he designed highly experimental 
textiles for Ercol, Ernest Race, the 1951 
Festival of Britain and Concorde, helping 
to reintroduce colour to austerity-hit 
post-war Britain. Now, determined to 
wrest him from years of obscurity, his 

grandson Sam Reich has relaunched his grandfather’s 
brand and plans to reproduce his fabrics. Moreover,  
a retrospective at Manchester’s The Whitworth (until  
29 August; whitworth.manchester.ac.uk) and a new 
monograph, Tibor Reich: Art of Colour & Textures by Sue 
Richard and Mary Schoeser (Tibor, £30) will raise his 
profile further. Hungarian-born Reich studied architecture 
in Vienna before travelling to Leeds University to study 
textiles. After setting up a studio in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
he pioneered a photography-based technique called 
Fotexur and, inspired by Hungarian folk art, created 
fabrics in sizzlingly bright hues. In a further instalment  
of the Reich revival, the designer’s Modernist home  
(left) is currently being restored and plans are afoot  
to occasionally open it to the public (tibor.co.uk). 

John Piper (1903–1992) is famous as 
one of Britain’s foremost 20th-century 
artists, but a new exhibition at Pallant 
House Gallery in Chichester, West Sussex 
(‘John Piper: The Fabric of Modernism’, 
until 12 June; pallant.org.uk) celebrates 
his less well-known flair for textiles and 
tapestries. These are also documented  

in a new book written by the gallery’s artistic director 
Simon Martin (Pallant House Gallery, £15). The exhibition 
marks the 50th anniversary of the installation of Piper’s 
gigantic tapestry at Chichester Cathedral and displays 
paintings alongside textiles – aptly, since many of the motifs 
in his art, from rhythmic abstract compositions to ruined 
churches, resurface in his fabrics. Piper’s avant-garde 1950s 
prints were produced mainly by forward-thinking 
manufacturers such as Sanderson, for whose Berners Street 
showroom in London he created a stained-glass artwork 
(right) in 1960. The showroom has since been converted 
into the Sanderson Hotel, but you can still see Piper’s work 
in the Billiard Room (sandersonlondon.com).
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THE PRINCES OF PATTERN
Mid-century textile talents John Piper and Tibor 
Reich are both in the spotlight this spring

From left ‘Church Monument, Exton’ 
fabric (1954); a sketch for the Chichester 
Cathedral tapestry; stained-glass 
artwork at the Sanderson Hotel

From left Tigo-ware pottery by Tibor Reich; Reich’s Modernist  
home; ‘History of Shapes’ weave; ‘Pen Printed’ textile design
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MORAL FIBRE
Copenhagen-based duo Aleksej Iskos and Boris Berlin have 

created a sustainable alternative to the plastic shell chair for 
Danish design brand Muuto. Over two years in development, 
the ‘Fiber’ chair is made of a unique blend of wood fibre and 

plastic that is easily recyclable. There are upholstered 
options, diferent bases and a vast choice of colours.  

From £214, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk).
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DESIGNER MAKER  

KELVYN LAURENCE SMITH

This London-based creative makes stationery 
and prints using letterpress techniques

‘In a world of digital printing, there’s something magical 
about letterpress – the smell of the ink, running your 
fingers over the type on the page and the fact that no two 
pieces will be exactly the same,’ says designer Kelvyn 
Laurence Smith. Letterpress may be a traditional 
medium, but Smith’s style bridges the classic and the 
contemporary. He sells typographical prints (from £150 
unframed), creates bespoke books and invitations, and  
is currently planning an environmental land-art project 
with a leading homebuilder in the West Country. He’s 
also made film posters and advertisements. 

Most recently, he’s released a line of stationery. The 
notebooks (from £15) are a collaboration with James 
Cropper, a high-end paper mill in Cumbria, and are 
embellished with metallic and fluorescent inks. Rulers 
(from £35) are made from locally sourced woods and 
based on a traditional ‘type scale’ – a font-measuring 
device that’s the most vital tool in a letterpress workshop. 

Smith was drawn to letterpress after studying graphic 
design at Norwich School of Art. ‘I’m passionate about 
preserving this traditional skill, but using contemporary 
thinking,’ he says. ‘The Victorians designed letterpress 
technology to amazingly high standards. Every piece  
of work undergoes three stages – design, set and print. 
To get to the finished product, you have to think about 
how people will read it and see it as you physically set  
the type. The process forces you to edit and to be very 
precise with your words.’

Smith set up Mr Smith’s 
Letterpress Workshop in 1996 
with help from the Crafts 
Council. Today, his studio can 
be found in the charmingly 
old-world setting of Ilife Yard 
in Kennington, south London  
– a complex of dwellings and 
workshops with cobbled yards 
built in the 19th century for 
artisans. The venue is now home 
to a thriving mix of creatives. 

Since he arrived, Smith has 
slowly curated one of the largest 
collections of original English printing presses. His 
workshop is home to an inspirational selection of 
letterpress furniture, cabinets and tools. The layout of 
the studio reflects his love of calm, precision and order. 
Everything is arranged to aid the flow of the design 
process, which he dubs ‘Smith’s Rules’ – a set of 
considerations that includes composition, scale, 
typeface, colour, ink and paper. ‘There are only a few 
designer-makers that use letterpress as an integral part 
of all their work,’ says Smith. ‘For me, the craftsmanship 
involved is the antidote to digital technology.’

Want to learn the skill yourself? Book a place on 
Smith’s two-day ‘An Introduction to Letterpress’ course, 
£350 per person (smithsrules.com; @obliquestroke).

‘I’m passionate 
about preserving 
the traditional 
skill of letterpress, 
but by using 
contemporary 
thinking and 
modern design’

From top Kelvyn 
Laurence Smith  
in his studio in 
Kennington, south 
London; the tools  
of the letterpress 
trade; examples of 
Smith’s typographical 
work crafted using 
traditional letterpress 
machinery
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1 With any luck, by the time you read this, winter  
will be at a close and you’ll be ready to exchange 

your thick eiderdown for lighter linens. This is the 
moment to update your boudoir. Start with Society 
Limonta’s delicate new linens with 
accents of painterly pattern  
(pillowcase, far right, from £76; 
societylimonta.com) and Toast’s 
gorgeous ‘Chirali’ bedspread (right, 
£195; toa.st). Finish with a lightweight 
linen throw, such as Designers Guild’s 
‘Padua’ in tones of grey and sky blue 
(right, £160; designersguild.com).

2 If you want to invest in a new bed, 
we love Loaf’s ‘Beatnik’ design  

with a distressed ‘dusted cannonball’ 
finish (above, £795; loaf.com).  
Team it with Swoon Editions’ 
dreamy ‘Smith’ mattress (from 
£499; swooneditions.com),  
a collaboration with boutique-hotel 
booking service Mr & Mrs Smith. 
Hand-crafted in Hampshire, it’s 
covered in white Egyptian cotton 
and filled with layers of wool, 
cotton, silk and cashmere that 
regulate heat naturally for  
a comfortable night’s sleep.

3 For us, the perfect bedside table combines 
somewhere to stash essentials out of sight, 

with a generous surface area to display books 
and a lamp. Our top pick is Porada’s ‘Bilot’ table 

with a single drawer (bottom left, £1,480, 
Chaplins; chaplins.co.uk). When it comes  

to lighting, look for a diminutive 
size (to minimise clutter) and 
adjustability, so that you can 
maintain a soft-focus glow –  
try the ‘Follow Me’ lamp by 
Marset (left, £125, Skandium; 
skandium.com) or the compact,  
black ‘Piani’ table light by Flos (right, 
£168, Skandium; skandium.com).

4All that remains is to add some 
touches of luxury. Sheepskins  

by the bed to cosset your toes (we 
love the ‘Gotland’ sheepskin, £395, 

The Conran Shop; conranshop.co.uk),  
a delicate ‘Chandini’ print dressing 
gown by Toast (above right, £99; toa.st) 
and Frédéric Malle’s wonderfully fresh 
‘Dans Mon Lit’ bed spray (left, £70; 
fredericmalle.com), which will turn         
your sheets into a bed of roses thanks 
to the new concentrated form of 
rosewater it contains.

SPRING DREAMS
We reveal everything you need to update your bedroom for the new season
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Our favourite tidying consultant and author of The 
Life-Changing Magic of Tidying (Vermilion, £12.99), 
which has so far sold three million copies worldwide, 
Marie Kondo is based in Japan. Her new book, Spark  
Joy (Vermilion, £12.99), is a handy illustrated guide  
to decluttering your home (@konmari_method).

My favourite piece of music is Bach’s  
Air on the G String, which boosts my mind  
and my heart. I don’t have a lot of time to 
explore new music, so I tend to just listen  
to Bach (below) for the sheer joy of his 
compositions. I’m drawn to piano pieces,  
as I love the simplicity of the instrument. 
The book that’s influenced me the most  
is Elon Musk: How the Billionaire CEO of 
SpaceX and Tesla is Shaping Our Future by 
Ashlee Vance (right, Virgin Books, £20). I find 
books about business very inspiring, because 
they’re about real people who have achieved real 
things. I met Elon at the Time 100 Gala in New 
York last year and was so impressed by his drive.
My favourite film is Roman Holiday (above). It’s 
simple and beautiful, with such romance. Audrey 
Hepburn’s style has been a key influence on me. 
The quote that makes me think is:  
‘taking good care of things is equal to 
valuing yourself’. My grandfather said 
this to me when I was a little girl, and  
it still informs my approach to what  
I own and how I teach my clients the  
art of tidying today. I believe that if  
you look after the things you use and 
surround yourself only with what you 
love, you’ll have a stronger and more 
confident sense of self. 

The last exhibition I saw was 
when I was in Paris on my book 
tour and had a few moments to 
pop into the Musée de l’Orangerie. 
I enjoy paintings by Monet 
(bottom) for their quiet beauty.
If I had a free day in the UK,  
I would go to the places that have  
a special connection with Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland, my favourite story. 
There is a garden in Guildford, where Lewis 
Carroll used to live, that has statues of Alice 
and the other characters (left). I’d also really 
enjoy seeing the original manuscript of the 
book, which is housed at the British Library.
My favourite place to visit in my home 
country is the Ise-Jingu shrine (left) near 
Mount Asamagatake in southern Japan. I go 

there to appreciate its beauty  
and to think back to when I was  
a student and worked at a Shinto 
shrine. It was during that time 
that I learned that all things have 
a purpose. Now I teach that once 
something has served its purpose, 
you no longer have to keep it.  
I believe that even unread books 
can sometimes have fulfilled 
their purpose – perhaps it was  
to show you that you never 
actually needed to read them.

I don’t have a television and even 
as a child I never watched it. I used 
to just love tidying my room and  
my siblings’ rooms. I never really 
had time to form a TV habit.
I am getting better with 
technology and am not the 

technophobe I used to be. My husband is very good and so 
he teaches me. I can do anything I want on my smartphone 
now, thanks to him. In return I’ve taught him about tidying.
My favourite app is Evernote, which is where I keep  
all of my lists, plans and ideas. It’s very convenient and 
helps me to sort out the things I need to do, keeping my 
work life in order. I’m launching my own app later in the 
year, which will help people to stay tidy.

MY CULTURAL LIFE 

MARIE  KONDO

We ask a tastemaker what  
they are reading, watching, 
downloading and listening to
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Milanese designer Piero Fornasetti’s (1913–1988) most 
famous work is his 1950s ‘Tema e Variazioni’ series – an 
obsessively reworked portrait of Italian soprano Lina 
Cavalieri that appears on ceramics and furniture. Fornasetti 
was first approached about creating a perfume during the 
1980s, but it would be 30 years before his son Barnaba made 
the idea a reality, with the help of 
fragrance brand United Perfumes. 

Having taken the reins at his late 
father’s company, Barnaba discovered 
sketches of bottles in its archives, each 
one accompanied by a recipe for a fantasy 
scent. He showed them to Christopher 
Yu, United Perfumes’ managing director. 
‘Fornasetti’s descriptions are so detailed 
you would think he was a perfumer,’ says Yu. Intrigued by 
the idea that a home scent might be ‘a way to extend the 
poetic dimensions of Fornasetti objects’, Barnaba set about 
finding someone to create an aroma that would be the 
‘essence’ of Fornasetti and a signature fragrance for the 
house. He and the United Perfumes team went to the Paris 
headquarters of fragrance innovator IFF (International 

Flavours and Fragrances), where perfumer Olivier Polge 
– son of famed Chanel nose Jacques Polge – expressed an 
interest in working with them. Tasked with capturing the 
brand’s spirit, Polge visited Piero Fornasetti’s house in 
Milan, where Barnaba Fornasetti still lives. He noticed a 
smell of woodsmoke coming from the open fireplace; the 

Mediterranean herbs growing in the 
garden; and Barnaba’s lavender-and-pine 
cologne. All of these notes went into the 
scent, along with smoky labdanum, 
intended to evoke the parchment-and-
wood lining of Fornasetti’s archive 
drawers, and incense, to convey his 
dream-like style. ‘The intended efect 
was of a grand house, full of history and 

mystery,’ says Yu. Unlike most home scents, Polge’s was 
trialled not in a laboratory or oice but in a real home  
– Barnaba’s villa. The latter selected the eighth prototype 
(hence the fragrance’s name: otto is Italian for ‘eight’). 

Available as a candle, spray, incense or scented sphere, 
‘Otto’ is a work of art, in vessels featuring Fornasetti designs. 
From £115 for a candle, Selfridges (selfridges.com).

HOME SCENT ICON ‘OTTO’  BY FORNASETT I  PROFUMI

‘The intended  
e�ect of the fragrance  
was of a grand house, 

full of history  
and mystery’
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TAKE IT TO THE MAX
This month, three of our maximalist decorating heroes launch new furniture ranges.  

Be inspired by their exuberant signature styles and get the luxe look at home

David Hicks lit up 1970s interiors with his 
masterful approach to colour and fusion of 
classical and contemporary influences. Bright, 
unapologetic scarlet was a shade he returned to 
time and again, as in this suite at London’s Hyde 
Park Hotel (1971). The ‘Benson’ sofa used in the 
space, created with furniture maker Parker & Farr 
in the 1970s, has been reissued in a pillar-box red 
to mark the brand’s 65th anniversary. 
‘Benson’ sofa, £4,068, GP & J Baker (gpjbaker.com)

Following the untimely death of architect and 
designer David Collins in 2013, David Collins 
Studio continues his legacy with the new 
‘London’ collection, a collaboration with Italian 
manufacturer Promemoria. The range celebrates 
Collins’ signature style, epitomised in his own 
drawing room (right). Expect refined materials 
such as silk, velvet and cast bronze, and lots  
of the designer’s favourite shades of blue.

Hollywood heroine Kelly Wearstler’s bold style 
combines 1970s references, glossy metallic 
finishes and hunks of precious stone and wood 
(see her design for the Bellagio residence in Bel 
Air, left). Her debut furniture collection includes 
seriously sexy seating and storage  
in materials such as ruched 
leather, velvet and ebonised 
walnut, as well as jewel-
encrusted bronze stools 
and sculptural mirrors.

From left ‘Grosvenor’  
sofa, £19,716; ‘Montagu’  
stool, £5,316, Promemoria  
(promemoria.com)

From left 
Bejewelled stool, 
£18,765; ‘Soule’ 
chair, 4,892, Kelly 
Wearstler (kelly 
wearstler.com)

 Turn to p71 to find more designs that take luxury to the next level
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From top Robert Welch  
in his studio; ‘Campden’ 
cutlery; ‘Alveston’ tea set; 
sketches of the ‘Oriana’ 
tableware range; ‘Limbrey’ 
salt and pepper mill set  
– part of our fantastic  
Robert Welch prize package

DESIGN HERO  ROBERT  WELCH

Robert Welch (1929–2000) was a leading silversmith  
and designer. Like cutlery maestro David Mellor – a fellow  
student at the Royal College of Art in the 1950s – Welch 
pioneered a groundbreaking 
approach to metalware, balancing 
one-of craft-based commissions  
in silver with the creation of mass-
produced, afordable stainless-steel 
tableware. Hugely versatile, he also 
created ultra-contemporary glassware, cookware and lighting.

Welch was born in Hereford to arty parents: his mother was 
a painter, his father a self-taught craftsman. He was mainly 
influenced by nature, modern architecture and art (in 1957,  
a visit to a Jackson Pollock exhibition inspired a candelabrum 

design simulating paint drips). 
Culturally inquisitive, Welch 
travelled to Sweden and Norway 
where he was smitten by 
examples of Modernist stainless-
steel tableware. He resolved  
to exploit this material himself. 
It was a timely move: post-war 
British households hankered 
after labour-saving, afordable 
homewares and, unlike silver, 
stainless steel didn’t tarnish. 

The designer tasted success 
early on. While still studying at 
the Royal College, he and Mellor 

The post-war British designer who made metal 
homeware that was both practical and magical

co-designed the iconic ‘Campden’ cutlery range (top), made  
in 1956 by Walker & Hall in collaboration with stainless-steel 
tableware brand Old Hall. It was named after Chipping 
Campden, the Gloucestershire village where Welch rented  
a workshop – now called Robert Welch Designs and run  
by his son Rupert and daughter Alice. 

Welch’s partnership with Old Hall was long and fruitful. 
It was for this company that he produced his streamlined 
‘Alveston’ tea set of 1961 (above), now a collectors’ item.

Much of Welch’s work also had a strong Pop aesthetic, as 
revealed in new book Robert Welch – Design: Craft and Industry 
by Charlotte and Peter Fiell (Laurence King, £30). Witness his 
clam-shaped plastic ‘Merlin’ alarm clock (1961) and acrylic 
‘Lumitron’ lighting line (1966). In the spirit of democratic 

design, he also created cutlery for 
Virgin Atlantic and Pizza Express. 

Today, many of Welch’s pieces 
can be bought at Robert Welch 
Designs shops in Chipping 
Campden and Bath, and from  

the brand’s online store. You’ll also find his popular ‘Burford’ 
bathroom accessories range (2009) at John Lewis. Made  
of sparkling stainless steel, it’s further proof of Welch’s 
practical yet elegant aesthetic (robertwelch.com).

British households hankered 
after Welch’s labour-saving, 

a�ordable and stylish tableware

*Texts are charged at your standard network 
rate. Rates vary depending on your phone 
provider. By using this service you are opting 
in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. 
You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP  
to 84499 and from email by clicking 
‘unsubscribe’. †Terms and conditions apply 

WIN DESIGNS BY ROBERT 
WELCH, WORTH OVER £500!

For details on the prize and a chance 
to win†, sign up to our fortnightly 
newsletter by texting your email 
address followed by a space, then 
DECO to 84499*. Alternatively,  
head to elledecoration.co.uk
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TERENCE 

WOODGATE 

LIGHTING

The renowned British 
designer explains why  
he chose to crowdfund  
his new lighting brand

‘Crowdcube is a real rollercoaster,’ says veteran 
designer Terence Woodgate. ‘When your pitch goes 
live, it’s a bit like throwing a party. At first no-one 
turns up and then everyone arrives together.’ In 
2014, he launched an equity crowdfunding campaign 
to raise £150,000 for his eponymous new lighting 
brand (the final total was £195,590). He already had 
positive feedback from retailers for the prototypes 
of his LED designs, including the ‘Core’ pendant 
(left), but turned to Crowdcube when he realised 
that cash flow was going to be an issue. ‘It’s rather 
cruel that the more successful you are, the worse 
cash flow becomes because there’s a lag between 
buying the components, selling the lights and 
invoices being paid.’ He spent months putting 
together a business plan before making his pitch.  
It garnered 157 backers, who all committed to 
investing in the project. Once backers receive the 
Articles of Association, a legal document detailing 
how the company will be run, they each have  
seven days during which they can choose to opt out.  
‘I chose Crowdcube because I want people to invest 
in the company, not just in a single product,’ says 
Woodgate. ‘It’s an example of how the internet 
challenges the orthodoxy. Some of my investors are 
designers who I know and respect – that’s more of  
a buzz than the money.’ (terencewoodgate.com). ➤

On the lookout for a truly original idea? 
Crowdfunding platforms are the  

online destinations to know about. 
Popular with budding and established 

designers alike, these websites are 
championing innovation. Here, we meet 

four creatives whose campaigns have 
inspired people to part with their cash

Terence Woodgate used 
Crowdcube to raise more than 
£190,000 for his new LED 
lighting collection. Pictured 
above is the ‘Core’ pendant light 
in Carrara marble, from £125

Words EMMA LOVE

Crowd     
control
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THE PIGEON HOLE CAFE

Holly Steidl and George Ellison secured  
enough online backing to open a design cafe  
and vintage furniture shop in London

When friends and Wimbledon Art College graduates 
Holly Steidl and George Ellison decided to open  
their cafe and secondhand interiors shop in 
Camberwell, the hardest part wasn’t raising the 
£20,000 they needed on Kickstarter – it was finding  

the right premises. ‘We were negotiating on a lease during the campaign 
and it fell through, so we had the money but nowhere to go,’ says Steidl. 
‘There was a huge pressure on us to find somewhere, because we had all 
these lovely investors. We kept them updated using the website and they 
became emotionally involved with our story. At one point, some of them 
even signed a petition against a landlord who wanted to rent a property  
to an estate agent instead of us.’ A year and five potential sites later, the pair 
were up and running and finally able to fulfil their promises to investors – 
everything from free lunches to barista training, hampers and upcycling 
workshops. The look of the cafe is updated every season, as the vintage 
furniture on show gets bought by cofee-drinking customers. ‘We never 
thought we’d get the money, but we had a go anyway; we were really lucky  
to hit our target.’ 2 Datchelor Place, London SE5 (thepigeonholecafe.com).

Furnished with a mix of antique, vintage and salvaged 
furniture, the Pigeon Hole Cafe is both an all-day eatery 
and a secondhand furniture shop. Visitors can buy 
anything that they find displayed in the store
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GET PROJECTEO

London-based inventor Ben Redford has created  
a miniature projector for Instagram slideshows

When Ben Redford discovered a 1960s ‘P35’ projector 
by Rollei on a stall at Deptford market three years ago, 
it got him thinking about how we share photos now. 
The result was ‘Projecteo’, a mini projector (it fits in 
the palm of one hand) that can display a slideshow  

of your favourite images – simply sign into your Instagram account via  
the Projecteo website and select nine pictures that will be printed on  
a tiny wheel of 35-millimetre Kodak film. The design merges traditional 
styling with modern technology. Having previously launched a product  
on Kickstarter (‘Olly the Web Connected Smelly Robot’, which, he says, 
‘failed miserably’), Ben knew that the crowdfunding platform was the  
best strategy for spreading the word about his latest idea. ‘Kickstarter  
is a risk-free way for companies to test the demand for a product using  
a prototype,’ says Redford. ‘Projecteo’ was listed with a goal of raising 
£11,400 to cover manufacturing costs; six weeks later, nearly 3,000 people 
had donated £55,450. Incentives for backers included a limited-edition 
projector in the same colours as the original ‘P35’ that Redford had found, 
customised versions and even three gold-plated ones (getprojecteo.com).

Blending traditional and 
modern-day ideas, Projecteo is  
a miniature projector that can  
be used to display a slideshow  
of up to nine images from your 
Instagram account. From £25; 
film wheels from £7 each ➤

‘Kickstarter is  
a risk-free way for 
companies to test the 
demand for a product 
using a prototype’
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POLIGON

Kickstarter gave Rodrigo Solorzano and 
Matthew White the exposure they needed to get 
their metal sculpture business of the ground

Anyone who backed Poligon’s collection of sculptural, 
fold-them-yourself, stainless-steel and brass animals 

by RCA tutors Rodrigo Solorzano and Matthew White when it launched  
on Kickstarter last year was rewarded with an example of the duo’s designs 
– three small brass bed bugs for £10 investment, a brass humpback whale 
(not life-size) for £250. ‘Kickstarter is a great opportunity for designers, 
because projects are potentially seen by millions of people,’ says Solorzano. 
‘It does the PR for you.’ Suice to say the campaign was a success, hitting  
its £15,000 target in the first 24 hours – it went on to raise a total of 
£54,000. White and Solorzano are currently concentrating on fulfilling the 
original orders for the larger sculptures before opening their online shop. 
‘The idea is that we will be constantly adding animals to the collection,’  
says Solorzano. ‘What’s nice is that metal etching, which is a process that 
has been around for many years, is now digitally controlled and there  
are so many possibilities to explore.’ (poligon.co.uk).

CROWDFUNDING   

HOW IT  WORKS

Got an idea that you want to 
crowdfund? First you need to work 
out how much money is required 
achieve it. Then, choose between the 
two main crowdfunding strategies: 
ofering incentives such as gifts or 
finished products in exchange for 
funding (like Poligon) or selling equity 
shares, which involves making a 
business plan (like Terence Woodgate).

The easiest option for beginners is  
an incentive-based website such  
as Kickstarter, which gives you  
a maximum of 60 days to raise your 
funds: if you don’t reach your target 
then you don’t get the money. There 
are other incentive options, like 
Indiegogo (see below), that allow you 
to keep the money you’ve raised even 
if you don’t reach your target.

All sites will take a commission from 
the money you raise. Kickstarter  
will take a five per cent commission  
if you reach your funding goal, while 
investment crowdfunding site 
Crowdcube takes six per cent and  
also charges administration fees.

THE PLATFORMS TO KNOW
Kickstarter and Crowdcube aren’t  
the only crowdfunding websites out 
there; here are three more to consider 

• Indiegogo Dubbed the ‘largest 
global fundraising site’ with more 
than 7,000 campaigns active at once, 
this is the place where you’ll find 
anything from electric bike designers 
to producers of a cult comedy film 
looking for cash (indiegogo.com).

• Spacehive From turning a street 
in Bristol into a temporary giant 
water slide to saving the Grade-II 
listed Ancoats Dispensary building  
in Manchester from demolition, 
Spacehive is a platform for projects 
aimed at transforming local 
neighbourhoods (spacehive.com).

• Crowdfunder Nesta, food guru 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and 
fellow crowdfunding site Crowdcube 
are all shareholders in Crowdfunder. 
Recent successful campaigns include 
The Kiln Rooms, a new ceramics 
studio in Peckham Rye, and a pitch  
by Lauderdale House in north 
London to revitalise its historic 
galleries (crowdfunder.co.uk). ED

Poligon’s collection of foldable metal 
animal sculptures includes (from left)  
a penguin, a whale and a gorilla 
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The ubermaximalists 
After years of understated design being in fashion, 
a new wave of extreme glamour is arriving from 
Italy. Meet the brands that are redefining luxury

Words AMY BRADFORD AND DOMINIC LUTYENS

‘Siam’ chandelier, 
£5,025; console 
table, £25,332,  
Sicis (sicis.com) ➤





I
n January, the London Evening Standard ran a feature on 
the capital’s ‘most flamboyant flat’ (right), yours to rent 
for a mere £20,000 per month. Set in the desirable Regent’s 

Park area of the capital, the four-bedroom space has marble 
floors, murals and swagged curtains. The furniture – mostly 
white or mirrored, and gilt trimmed – is no less ostentatious. 

With property investment in the capital booming and super-
glamorous interiors becoming more common, an increasing 
number of furniture brands known for their highly embellished 
style are arriving in the UK, catering to the tastes of their incredibly 
wealthy clientele. They make tables in precious stones and polished 
woods, and sofas in cream suede and plush velvet (cleaning 
expenses are no object in this world). So, if you want a real 
malachite-clad cabinet in which to secure your Rolex collection, 
or a fox-fur throw to toss over your bed, here’s our definitive round 
up of the luxury brands to know. All of them proving that excess 
doesn’t necessarily have to be vulgar.  ELLE Decoration caveat: 
we recommend moderation – a little bling can lift a space, but too 
much and you tip into bad taste territory. Proceed with caution!

Tell me about the brand… This mosaic company’s 
first factory was set up in 1987 by Maurizio Leo 
Placuzzi. The business is based in Ravenna, located 
in central Italy’s Emilia-Romagna region.
What’s it known for? Sicis has patented a 
technique for creating mosaics in diferent 
materials, such as marble, gold, brass and glass. 
These are fashioned into floors, murals and the 
brand’s ‘Next Art’ collection of mosaic-adorned 
furniture. Its transparent, mirrored and iridescent 
glass mosaic pieces come in a choice of 500 colours.

Who’s behind the look? Sicis’s egalitarian ethos 
forbids singling out individual designers: instead 
there is an in-house team of creatives.
What are this season’s highlights? The ‘Giotto’ 
cabinet, inspired by Florentine master artworks,  
and ‘Siam’ chandelier and console (see previous page). 
A collection of fabrics, including velvet and lurex 
designs with mosaic patterns, is also eagerly awaited.
Where can I see its latest designs? The first Sicis 
showroom in the UK, located on London’s Dover 
Street, opened this month (sicis.com). ➤

SICIS
Above The ultra-luxe 
apartment labelled by  
London Evening Standard  
as ‘the most flamboyant 
flat in the capital’
Below ‘Casanova’ bed, 
£12,273, Sicis (sicis.com)
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Tell me about the brand… Founded  
in 1959 by brothers Piero, Aldo and  
Gianni Longhi, this furniture company  
is now owned by Gianni’s sons – Andrea 
and Alessandro – and based in Meda,  
a city in Lombardy, near Milan.
What’s it known for? Decoratively 
patterned partition doors, as well as 
armchairs (including Joe Colombo’s iconic 
1963 ‘Elda’ chair, tweaked slightly to make 
it suitable for oices), sofas, tables, 
consoles, beds, bookcases, mirrors, lamps 
and rugs. It favours classic luxe materials 
– leather, linen, suede, marble and gold 
– and soothing, neutral colour palettes, 
from ecru and rust to conker brown. 
Who’s behind the look? Artistic director 
Andrea Longhi, who collaborates with  
a wide range of freelance designers.
What are this season’s highlights?  
The new ‘Regency’ collection (above and 
right) includes wooden tables featuring 
marquetry details and marble tops, plus 
mocha-brown chairs – many with elegantly 
tapered, neoclassical legs (longhi.it).

LONGHI

Clockwise from top ‘Layer’ table by Alessandro  
La Spada, £7,058; ‘Yura’ sofa, £21,666; ‘Bag’ side table, 
£1,903; ‘Kate’ cabinet, £13,207; ‘Margot’ chair, £1,884,  
all by Giuseppe Iasparra, all Longhi (longhi.it)



Tell me about the brand… Osvaldo 
Agresti and his wife Pia set up their 
Florence-based company in 1949. It is now 
run by the couple’s son Paolo Agresti and 
his wife Francesca, who also take charge  
of designing the collections. 
What’s it known for? State-of-the-art 
safes for valuables, some of which open 
using fingerprint-scanning technology. 
They’re made from sumptuous woods, 
including bird’s-eye maple and ebony,  
and come in three styles  – the ornate 
‘Classic’, Art Deco-influenced ‘Deco’  
and comparatively clean-lined ‘Design’. 

We are looking forward to the Milan 
Furniture Fair in April, when the brand 
will unveil a spectacular safe room!
Where can I see its latest designs?  
The new collections are on show in the  
UK at Agresti’s recently opened boutique 
in Harrods (agresti.com). ➤

AGRESTI 

Agresti’s ornately 
finished state-of-the-art 
safes are made using 
only the finest materials

VERSACE HOME 
INTERIORS

Left ‘Gioia Bianca’ safe, 
£23,000, Agresti 
(agresti.com) 
Below, from top  
‘La Coupe Des Dieux’ 
cushion, £347; ‘Via 
Gesu’ sideboard, 
£17,093; ‘Via Gesu’ 
chair, £11,010, all 
Versace Home Interiors 
(versacehome.com)

Tell me about the brand… 
Gianni Versace added this 
luxurious interiors arm to his 
eponymous fashion label, based 
in Milan, Italy, in 1992. 
What’s it known for? 
Furniture, fabrics, tableware and 
wallpaper, usually in dramatic 
black, gold and cream. These 
pieces often reference classical 
antiquity, and are emblazoned 
with Versace’s signature Medusa 
motif and Greek key pattern.
Who’s behind the look?  
Artistic director and vice-
president Donatella Versace, 
Gianni’s sister, oversees the 
homeware lines as well as fashion.
What are this season’s 
highlights? The ‘La Coupe des 
Dieux’ and ‘#Greek’ collections. 
The latter features key patterns 
in playful primary colours. 
Where can I see its latest 
designs? To get a taste of the 
collections in a fittingly luxe 
setting, book a viewing of the 
50-storey apartment block 
Aykon Nine Elms in Vauxhall, 
London. The new flats, with 
interiors designed by Versace 
Home, are set to be completed  
in 2020 (versacehome.com). 
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Clockwise from top ‘Edward’ sofa,  
£7,563; ‘Aurora’ cabinet, £17,903 and  
vanity unit, £14,867, all Visionnaire 
(visionnaire-home.com)

Tell me about the brand… Since 2005, 
Visionnaire has been part of IPE (Imbottiture 
Prodotti Espansi, which translates as 
Expanded Upholstered Products), the family 
company founded in 1958 by brothers 
Pompeo and Vittorio Cavalli. The brand is 
now owned by Luigi’s children Leopold and 
Eleonore, and based in Zola Predosa, a town 
just west of Bologna in northern Italy.
What’s it known for? Opulent furniture, 
fittings and accessories for all rooms – leather 
or velvet-covered sofas, sideboards finished  
in polished lacquer and lighting made from 

Murano glass. The brand favours a neutral 
palette: ivory, black and rich brown, with  
the occasional hit of zingy peacock blue.
What is the highlight? We love 2015’s 
‘Nature’s Jewel Box’ collection, created  
by Hong Kong-born designer and architect 
Steve Leung, which includes the ‘Aurora’ 
console and side table (below and right),  
both embellished with a sunburst motif. 
Where can I see its latest designs?  
A new Visionnaire boutique is due 
to open in Harrods, London, this spring  
(visionnaire-home.com; harrods.com). ➤

VISIONNAIRE
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Tell me about the brand… In 1964, Alberto 
Vignatelli set up furniture company Club House 
Italia. Later renamed Luxury Living Group,  
it joined forces in 1989 with legendary fashion 
house Fendi to launch homeware brand Fendi 
Casa. Vignatelli remains the group’s CEO  
and chair, and the brand is based in the city  
of Forlì, near Bologna in Italy.
What’s it known for? Leather and velvet-
covered sofas and chairs in colours ranging from 
elegant muted grey to feisty mustard yellow and 

Prussian blue. Plus, in line with Fendi’s fashion 
heritage, luxurious (real) fur throws.
Who’s behind the look? Fendi Casa 
collaborates with several well-known designers, 
including Toan Nguyen and Thierry Lemaire.
What are this season’s highlights? The fun, 
‘Moony’ love seat, decadently soft ‘FF Artù’  
sofa and Lemaire’s fabulous Fifties-looking 
‘Fleurette’ cofee tables (above). Plus, Nguyen’s 
chic ‘Blixen’ armchair and the velvet-covered 
‘FF Fida’ ottomans (luxurylivinggroup.com). ➤

FENDI CASA
Above ‘FF Artù’ sofa, from 
£16,860; ‘Fleurette’ cofee tables  
by Thierry Lemaire, from £3,180
Below, from left ‘FF Fida’ 
ottomans, £1,330 each; ‘Blixen’ 
armchair, from £4,000, all Fendi  
Casa (luxurylivinggroup.com)
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Tell me about the brand…  
Based in Mariano Comense,  
a town in the province of Como, 
Italy, the company was set up by 
Luigi Besana in 1903. Alessandro, 
Carlo and Luisella Besana, all 
descendants of Luigi, are now at 
the helm of this family business.
What’s it known for? Clean-
lined wooden tables, bookcases, 
consoles, desks and wardrobes, 
given a theatrical twist by gold 
leaf, oak veneer or luscious 
lacquer finishes in shades such 
as raspberry pink and aubergine. 
Who’s behind the look? 
Besana collaborates with several 
well-known Italian designers, 
including Alessandro La Spada, 
Umberto Asnago, Tarcisio 
Colzani, Studio Opera Design 
and Gianni Pareschi.
What are this season’s 
highlights? They include 
Alessandro La Spada’s ‘Oro’ 
range, which oozes old-
Hollywood glamour; the elegant 
‘Bacall’ floor lamp (below, left); 
and Tarcisio Colzani’s ‘Boboli’ 
sideboard (besana.it). ➤

BESANA

Clockwise from above Wardrobe; ‘Marilu’  
bed; ‘Rainbow’ poufs; ‘Roma’ mirror, all  
price on application, Besana (besana.it)

80  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  APRIL 2016

Style | TREND





Tell me about the brand…  
In 2012, JC Passion – a company 
previously co-founded by Livio 
Ballabio, Moreno Brambilla, 
Antonio Munafò and Marino 
Boschini – became a licensee  
of fashion label Roberto Cavalli, 
spawning furniture brand 
Roberto Cavalli Home Interiors. 
It’s based in Cantù, Italy.
What’s it known for? Naturally, 
it mirrors the eponymous fashion 
designer’s style. Think divinely 
decadent suede-covered sofas 
and animal prints in tones like 
chocolate brown and pearl grey.
Who’s behind the look? It  
is the vision of Livio Ballabio, 
creative director of the brand.
What is this season’s 
highlight? The gold glitziness  
of the ‘Soho’ table (below).
Where can I see its latest 
designs? Last November, new 
luxury lifestyle brand Kings  
of Chelsea opened a London 
showroom on the Kings Road 
(kofc.co.uk) which stocks  
Roberto Cavalli Home Interiors. 
The store showcases the brand’s 
most flamboyant recent pieces 
(robertocavalli.com). ED

ROBERTO CAVALLI  
HOME INTERIORS

Decadent suede-
covered sofas and 
animal prints echo 
the lavish style  
of the eponymous 
fashion designer

Top ‘Grandtour’ travel wardrobe  
and stool, £42,438 
Above, from left ‘Hamptons’ sofa, 
£14,729; ‘Soho’ table, £28,596, all 
by Roberto Cavalli Home Interiors 
(robertocavalli.com)
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COLOUR

THEORY
Colour can make you happy. A splash of yellow to  

brighten your day or a cooling blue to calm your mood;  
the shades you choose have the power to affect your wellbeing. 

Whatever your favourite hue, we have the products and 
decorating tips to help you make it work in your home

Words KASSIA ST CLAIR
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R E D

Red is bold and elemental: the colour of fire, blood and passion. 
Numerous tests have proven its ability to pack a psychological 
punch: waitresses wearing red tend to get higher tips, and 
sporting teams with red kits win slightly more frequently. 

Unsurprisingly, considering its power over the human 
psyche, we have been daubing this colour on the walls of our 
homes since the Paleolithic era. But various shades of red can 
be used to convey very diferent emotions. Pale reds – all right, 

pinks – run the gamut from saucy to girlish with ease. 
Saturated, earthy, rust-toned hues can evoke an energetic, 
primal mood, but add a little grey to recreate the dark brick  
of the walls at Herculaneum and they become weighted with 
the gravitas of classical history. Bluer, bloodier shades are 
intense, regal and as warming as a hot toddy, perfect for dining 
rooms or gallery walls, while geranium and scarlet can be used 
like bolts of pure energy. Applied sparingly in a black-and-
white palette, red will always look modern and dramatic. ➤

This is a colour with a lot to say – and  
don’t expect it to say anything quietly

RUST-TONED REDS CAN EVOKE 

AN ENERGETIC, PRIMAL MOOD, 

BUT ADD A LITTLE GREY AND THEY 

BECOME WEIGHTED WITH THE 

GRAVITAS OF CLASSICAL HISTORY

A fragment from the walls  
of the ancient Roman town  

of Herculaneum, ItalyP
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From left ‘Twiggy’ floor light by Marc Sadler for Foscarini, £996, Aram Store 
(aram.co.uk). ‘Around’ side table by Thomas Bentzen for Muuto, from £285, 

Skandium (skandium.com). ‘Tommy’ desk lamp, £18, Habitat (habitat.co.uk).
‘Connect’ modular sofa by Anderssen & Voll for Muuto, from £1,095, Skandium 
(skandium.com). ‘Dot Hallingdal’ cushion by Hay, £59, Nest (nest.co.uk). ‘Brick’ 

cushion by Britt Bonnesen for Normann Copenhagen, £56, Trouva (trouva.com). 
‘Trace’ rug by Cédric Ragot, £2,180, Roche Bobois (roche-bobois.com). ‘Baloon’ 
armchair and footrest, £6,020, Armani Casa (armanicasa.com)  Background 

‘Point Stripe’ wallpaper, £98 per 10-metre roll, Cole & Son (cole-and-son.com) ➤

‘RED PROTECTS ITSELF. NO COLOUR IS AS 
TERRITORIAL. IT STAKES A CLAIM, IS ON THE 

ALERT AGAINST THE SPECTRUM’ 
DEREK JARMAN, FILM DIRECTOR
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O R A N G E

Before the word entered the English language sometime 
during the 16th century – it came from the fruit, by the way – 
orange was known as geolu-reade or yellow-red. You shouldn’t, 
however, let its relative youth fool you: orange is by nature a 
brash and eye-catching attention seeker. But this ‘look-at-me’ 

quality, which makes it so useful in road 
warning signs and brand logos, can put 
people of using it in the home. This isn’t 
quite fair. When used with confidence in 
a carefully considered scheme, orange 
can make a room sing. But it is also not 
for the faint of heart: get it wrong and 

you could turn your living room into something resembling 
the interior of an Easyjet lounge. Fully saturated shades look 
fantastic as an accent for white and black. For mid-century 
enthusiasts, it can create brilliantly dramatic moods paired 
with deep blues and dusty greens. Those looking to dip their 
toes into the colour should consider either the burnt-amber, 
terracotta end of the spectrum or the washed-out tints that 
hover tantalisingly on the verge of apricot or pale coral. ➤

An attention-seeker by nature: use with  
confidence and it can make a room sing

Tiled rooftops in  
Old Havana, CubaP
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FULLY SATURATED 

SHADES LOOK 

FANTASTIC WITH 

WHITE AND BLACK
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From left ‘Soho’ rug in Zinnia 
Orange, from £995, Designers Guild 
(designersguild.com). ‘Air’ armchair 
by Jasper Morrison for Magis,  
£103, Nest (nest.co.uk). ‘Ottoman 
Divinia’ sofa, from £2,141, Ligne 
Roset (ligne-roset.co.uk). ‘Star Jafa’ 
cushion by Lewis & Co, £65, Trouva 
(trouva.com). ‘Labyrinthe Chevron’ 
blanket, £590, Hermès  
(hermes.com). ‘Métiers’  
side table, £7,540, Hermès  
(hermes.com). ‘Ruutu’ vase by Ronan 
and Erwan Bouroullec for Iittala,  
£79, Skandium (skandium.com)  
Backgrounds, from left   
‘Morocco’ limewash paint, £17.17  
for one litre, Francesca’s Paints  
(francescaspaint.com). ‘H Link’ 
fabric, £210 per metre, Hermès 
(hermes.com). ‘Dots’ wallcovering, 
£139 per 8.5-metre roll, Arte 
(arte-international.com) ➤

‘   ORANGE IS THE 

HAPPIEST COLOUR’

  FRANK SINATRA, MUSICIAN
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Y E L L O W

From the butteriest creams to the most sinus-stinging citruses, 
yellow is surely the workhorse of the colour world. This is  
a relatively recent development: before the 19th century there 
were very few stable yellow pigments. Ochres were cheap and 
plentiful but dull, and artists’ pigments, like Orpiment and 
Naples Yellow, were too expensive for most domestic projects 
and prone to toxicity and discolouration. 

Although it has had negative connotations as a symbol of 
social stigma, yellow is now usually associated with confidence 
and optimism. It is also welcoming – good for entrance halls 
– and stimulating, so best avoided in bedrooms. It is fresh with 
white; bold with greys, blacks and blues; and opulent with 
shades of purple. The vast array of hues available mean it is 
possible to create a spectrum of diferent moods with just this 
colour. Muted, golden shades can feel timelessly elegant, while 
splashes of acid yellow signal sharp modernity. ➤

Few colours are as good at projecting  
luminosity and sunny warmth

WELCOMING AND STIMULATING, YELLOW 

        IS ASSOCIATED WITH CONFIDENCE AND OPTIMISM

The sun setting over 
the mountains near 

Yangshou, ChinaP
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From left ‘Quadra’ sofa by Studio 
Cerri & Associati, from £6,396, 
Poltrona Frau (poltronafrau.com). 
‘DLM’ table by Hay, £119, Skandium 
(skandium.com). ‘Loha’ rug, £245, 
Floor Story (floorstory.co.uk). Trunk, 
£50, Habitat (habitat.co.uk). Bowl by 
Oiva Toikka for Iittala, £35, Amara 
(amara.com). Vase, £45, Habitat 
(habitat.co.uk). ‘Flowing Rhythm’ 
mobile by Christian Flensted, £30, 
Trouva (trouva.com). ‘Conchiglia’ 
cabinet by Studiocharlie, £3,369, Lema 
(lemamobili.com). ‘ZigZag’ chair by 
Gerrit Rietveld for Cassina, £1,188, Nest 
(nest.co.uk)  Backgrounds, from left 
‘Lemon Salts’ paint, £22 for one litre, 
Mylands (mylands.co.uk). ‘Picassiette’ 
wallpaper in Jonquille, £65 per 
10-metre roll, Designers Guild 
(designersguild.com). ‘Copacabana’ 
wallpaper, £45.99 per 10-metre roll, 
Sanderson (sanderson-uk.com) ➤

‘ YELLOW EXCITES A 

WARM, AGREEABLE 

IMPRESSION… THE 

EYE IS GLADDENED, 

THE HEART CHEERED,  

A GLOW SEEMS AT 

ONCE TO BREATHE 

TOWARDS US’ GOETHE, POET
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G R E E N

Symbolically, this colour is associated with luck, money, 
regeneration and cleanliness, which is why soaps and 
detergents are often green and pine- or apple-scented.  
And most importantly, perhaps, for city dwellers, green  
evokes pastoral landscapes beyond the urban limits.

Because a fascination with the natural world is nothing new, 
greens have a long pedigree when it comes to interior design. 

Pale, easy-on-the-eye shades have been perennials since the 
Adam brothers’ reign over Georgian architectural taste. For 
the Victorians, deep tones like sage and Brunswick were the 
height of fashion, even though the pigments used to create 
them were extremely poisonous. (It was long believed the 
arsenic-rich, Scheele’s Green wallpaper in Napoleon’s room on 
St Helena was responsible for his death – it wasn’t, but it 
probably didn’t help.) A century on, while the environmental 
movement was kindling during the 1970s, everything from 
kitchen cupboards to macramé wall hangings was saturated 
with avocado hues. For something bolder and more modern, 
try bottle, emerald and jungle greens. ➤

Representing verdancy and growth, greens  
are positive and redolent of healthy living

MOST IMPORTANTLY, PERHAPS, FOR CITY DWELLERS, GREEN 

EVOKES PASTORAL LANDSCAPES BEYOND THE URBAN LIMITS

Triglav National  
Park, SloveniaP
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From left ‘Fri’ chair by Jaime Hayón for Fritz Hansen, £2,282,  
Aram Store (aram.co.uk). ‘Keep’ storage unit by Montana, £1,637,  
Skandium (skandium.com). ‘Eberson Grass’ rug, £1,145; ‘Wedge’ sofa,  
£1,695, both Designers Guild (designersguild.com). ‘Zélie’ side table  
by Studio Brichet Ziegler for Harto, £256, Nest (nest.co.uk). Bone china  
vases by Reiko Kaneko, from £35 each; marble wall clock by Norm 
Architects for Menu, £219, both SCP (scp.co.uk)   
Backgrounds, from left ‘Wood Stock’ paint, £16 for one litre, Eico  
(eico.co.uk). ‘Regina’ velvet, £76 per metre, Harlequin (harlequin.uk.com). 
‘Deco Palm’ wallpaper, £80 per 10-metre roll, Cole & Son (cole-and-son.com) ➤

‘ ABSOLUTE GREEN IS THE MOST 

RESTFUL COLOUR, LACKING 

ANY UNDERTONE OF JOY, GRIEF 

OR PASSION’ WASSILY KANDINSKY, ARTIST
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A recent YouGov survey suggested that blue was the  
world’s favourite colour. Small wonder: it is both optimistic 
and spiritual. Clear blues feel thoughtful and dreamy.  
And, like green, blue has a hygienic reputation: it was  
often used in Victorian kitchens and colonial verandas, 
because it was believed to deter flies.

The colour has a melancholic side, too. When we’re sad we  
say we’re blue, and it is believed to be the spectrum’s coldest 
colour. This, incidentally, has only been the case since the 18th 
century – previously it was considered one of the warmest 
colours. This makes sense: it’s true that ice can be blue, but  
so are summer skies and seas. Blue rooms feel large and airy. 
Plus, while blue is often pigeonholed as overtly masculine  
and reserved for little boys’ bedrooms, it is, in traditional 
Western art, symbolic of the Virgin Mary. From sometime 
around the mid-12th century she was usually painted with 
ultramarine, the most expensive pigment available, in tribute 
to her status as Christianity’s first lady. ➤

Optimistic, melancholic, masculine,  
feminine – this is a colour with many faces

B L U E

CLEAR BLUES FEEL THOUGHTFUL 

AND DREAMY, REMINDING US  

OF SUMMER SKIES AND SEAS

Classic jasperware  
by WedgwoodP
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From left ‘Showtime’ lounger by Jaime Hayón, 
£3,500, Chaplins (chaplins.co.uk). ‘Vintage Carved’ 
rug, £1,095, Floor Story (floorstory.co.uk). ‘Ortelia’ 
sideboard by Marelli & Molteni, £3,870, Lema 
(lemamobili.com). ‘Rimini Blu’ dove by Aldo Londi for 
Bitossi, £128, SCP (scp.co.uk). ‘Picardie’ tumbler by 
Duralex, £14 for six, Dyke & Dean (dykeanddean.com). 
‘Wirkkala’ bottle by Tapio Wirkkala for Iittala, £175, 
SCP (scp.co.uk). ‘Copenhague’ chair by Ronan & 
Erwan Bouroullec for Hay, £229, Nest (nest.co.uk). 
‘Plant Box’, £175, Holly’s House (hollys-house.com) 
Backgrounds ‘Addiction’ wallpapers by Paola 
Navone for NLXL, both £149 per 6.6-metre roll,  
Bodie & Fou (bodieandfou.com) ➤

‘ BLUE HAS NO 

DIMENSIONS, IT IS 

BEYOND DIMENSIONS, 

WHEREAS THE OTHER 

COLOURS ARE NOT’ 
YVES KLEIN, ARTIST
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Indigo pigment, extracted from the leaves of plants like woad 
and used as a colourant in dyes and paints, was a traditional 
workaday hero used in military uniforms because it was cheap 
and didn’t fade. The 20th century, though, has seen this colour 
unbutton a little: indigo, either natural or synthetic, is the dye 
favoured for that classic casual staple, blue jeans.

As a colour indigo often feels dependable – perhaps because 
of those uniforms – but it can also be transportative. Deep, 
naval shades, when paired with white and picked out with 
dashes of red, conjure a brisk ozonic whif of maritime air. 
With white it will feel smart and formal, but can also be used  
to create graphic efects. Teamed with orange, yellow or green 
it can be modern, daring and playful. Like other blues, indigo 
can create an illusion of receding into the background, which  
is why it is beloved by galleries, which use it to make paintings 
stand out. It’s easy to use the same trick in your home. ➤

If blue has a dreamy vagueness  
to it, indigo has immediacy

I N D I G O

AS A COLOUR INDIGO OFTEN FEELS STABLE AND  

    DEPENDABLE, BUT IT CAN ALSO BE TRANSPORTATIVE

Mount Fuji,  
Japan, at duskP
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From left ‘Turn’ daybed, £766, Ferm Living  
(fermliving.com). ‘Lungo’ watering can by Davy 
Grosemans for Xala, £26, Twentytwentyone 
(twentytwentyone.com). ‘Siena Indigo’ vase,  
£13.95, Trouva (trouva.com). ‘Goldfinger’ chair,  
£1,950, Jonathan Adler (jonathanadler.com)
Backgrounds, from left ‘Saraille’ wallpaper,  
£213 per 12-metre roll, both Designers Guild  
(designersguild.com). ‘Kershaw Plain’ wallpaper  
by Nina Campbell, £59 per metre, Osborne & Little 
(osborneandlittle.com). ‘Toy Soldier’ paint, £26.50  
for 2.5 litres, Earthborn (earthbornpaints.co.uk) ➤

‘ YOU AIN’T BEEN 

BLUE ’TIL YOU’VE 

HAD THAT MOOD 

INDIGO’  

ELLA FITZGERALD, MUSICIAN
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When Sir Isaac Newton developed his ideas on the  
light spectrum in the 1660s, he didn’t mention purple.  
So while it is now not considered a ‘true’ colour, violet,  
the shortest wavelength visible to the human eye, is. 
Scientific semantics aside, few would deny that oicially 
these hues are from the same family.

Like orange, violet is not for the meek. It’s a diicult 
colour to work into a balanced palette. Designers are fond 
of using muted, dustier tones with acid yellows and greens 
in public spaces, but this would pall quickly in your home. 
And some shades can, even on their own, quickly feel 
overwhelming and gaudy. Dark, saturated shades evoke 
royalty and Victorian splendour – mauve was the colour  
of the 1860s and beloved by Queen Victoria herself – yet it 
can still feel contemporary and clean when used with inky 
blacks. Lighter, flowery purples, on the other hand – lilac, 
lavender and heather, for example – are perceived as 
youthful and feminine, perfect for soothing bedrooms. ➤

Tread carefully with this hue – it’s tricky to 
balance, but there’s a tone for every room

V I O L E T

DARK, SATURATED SHADES EVOKE ROYALTY AND VICTORIAN 

SPLENDOUR, YET STILL FEEL CLEAN AND CONTEMPORARY

30 St Mary Axe, 
otherwise known as 

‘The Gherkin’, LondonP
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From left ‘Arris’ sofa by Gala  
Wright, £2,196, Twentytwentyone 
(twentytwentyone.com). ‘Cassia 
Dewberry’ cushion, £60, Designers 
Guild (designersguild.com). ‘Gift’  
rug, £240 per square metre, Stepevi 
(stepevi.com). ‘Pilastro’ stool by 
Ettore Sottsass, £210, Kartell  
(kartell.com). ‘Cindy’ lamp by Kartell, 
£160, John Lewis (johnlewis.com). 
‘Mini Jelly’ chair by Piero Lissoni, 
£1,015, Living Divani (livingdivani.it)
Backgrounds, from left ‘Victorian 
Purple’ paint, £41 for 2.5 litres, 
Zofany (zofany.com). ‘Peony’ 
wallpaper, £112 per 10-metre roll, 
Farrow & Ball (farrow-ball.com). 
‘Patola’ wallpaper, £79 per 10-metre 
roll, Designers Guild  
(designersguild.com) ➤

‘ ALL THE 

OTHER 

COLOURS  

ARE JUST 

COLOURS, 

BUT PURPLE 

SEEMS TO 

HAVE A SOUL 

– WHEN YOU 

LOOK AT IT, 

IT’S LOOKING 

BACK AT YOU’  

UNIEK SWAIN, AUTHOR
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Although spiritually black’s associations are almost uniformly 
negative – witchcraft, ignorance, fear, depression – visually it 
has a better reputation. It has been fashionable in clothing since 
the late Middle Ages and its popularity shows no signs of waning.

For traditionalists, using black in the home is nothing new. 
Applied with a light touch, black details such as iron curtain 
rails and lamps act like punctuation marks, preventing a 
largely pale room from looking bland. Painting entire rooms 
charcoal, though, is a relatively new idea (it would have been 
highly impractical before the advent of electricity anyway). Far 
from looking satanic or gloomy, black tones can be surprisingly 
comforting. With clever lighting and an ever-growing range of 
shades on ofer, it’s never been easier to go over to the dark side. ➤

Far from satanic or gloomy, black  
can be comforting and restful

B L ACK

‘Railings’ black paint 
by Farrow & Ball
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From left ‘Trame’ chair by Petite Friture, £272, Nest (nest.co.uk). 
‘Maxhedron’ pendant light by Bec Brittain for Roll + Hill,  
£10,100, SCP (scp.co.uk) ‘Brick’ screen by Eileen Gray, £30,556, 
Aram Store (aram.co.uk). ‘Turning Table’ by Theresa Arns for 
Menu, £339, Nest (nest.co.uk). ‘Olio’ teapot by Barber Osgerby for 
Royal Doulton, £45; ‘Flowerpot’ table lamp by Verner Panton for 
&Tradition, £272, both Aram Store (aram.co.uk). ‘Eames Elephant’ 
by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra, £172, Nest (nest.co.uk) ➤

‘ BLACK IS LAZY 
AND EASY, BUT 
MYSTERIOUS. 
ABOVE ALL  
IT SAYS THIS:  
I DON’T BOTHER 
YOU – DON’T 
BOTHER ME’  
YOHJI YAMAMOTO, DESIGNER
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Of course the first thing that white makes us think of is cleanliness 
– white goods, white teeth, white linens – and purity. But it can, if too 
stark, seem either overly bland and corporate or high-maintenance. 
It is a myth, too, that white is somehow easy and works with 

everything. Like every other colour, it deserves 
consideration. The tricky part is finding the right 
white. This is no mean feat when every paint 
company on earth boasts more shades of white than 
any other colour and each one will transform when 
placed in diferent lights and next to other colours. 

Very few paints are completely white, but are 
laced with other colours like yellow, red and 
occasionally black. The secret to picking a white 
that will suit your home is matching the  
undertones to the other colours in the room, or,  
if in doubt, picking something that reads as neither 

overly cool nor warm. The efort will be rewarded: a well-chosen 
white will make a palette sing. Complex colours, edged 
diplomatically with pallid woodwork and punctuated with pale 
doors, are tamed and made liveable. ➤

This pure, bright hue is not as easy  
to work with as you’d imagine

W H I T E

 MAKE SURE 

YOU CHOOSE 

A WHITE THAT 

READS AS 

NEITHER 

OVERLY COOL 

NOR WARM

Stylist Annika  
Von Holdt’s home  
in DenmarkP
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From left ‘Panton’ chair by Verner Panton for Vitra, £207, Nest  
(nest.co.uk). ‘Vault’ pendant light by Ciara O’Neill, £325; ‘Bubble 
Crisscross Saucer’ pendant light by George Nelson for Modernica, 
£380, both SCP (scp.co.uk). ‘Summit White’ rug, from £5,410, 
Tufenkian (tufenkiancarpets.com). ‘Snow’ sideboard by Erwan 
Péron, £4,870, Roche Bobois (roche-bobois.com). ‘Empatia Tavolo’ 
light, from £460, Artemide (artemide.com). Vases, £20 each, Habitat 
(habitat.co.uk). ‘Hase’ floor light by Kalmar, £1,310, SCP (scp.co.uk)  
Backgrounds, from left ‘Mockingbird’ paint, £38 for 2.5 litres,  
Fired Earth (firedearth.com). ‘Chevronné’ cotton fabric, £186 per 
metre, Hermès (hermes.com) ED

‘ GOD PAINTS IN MANY  

COLOURS; BUT HE NEVER  

PAINTS SO GORGEOUSLY, I HAD 

ALMOST SAID SO GAUDILY, AS 

WHEN HE PAINTS IN WHITE’  

GK CHESTERTON, AUTHOR
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ELLE Decoration | SURVEY

TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS VISIT  

THISSURVEY.COM/KITCHENS BEFORE  

MAY 5 FOR A CHANCE TO WIN*

To celebrate the first edition of ELLE Decoration Kitchens  
(available free with our April issue in the UK, or to buy as a digital 
download from May 2016), we’d love to get your feedback. Tell us  
a little about the style of your kitchen, the kit you love, and when  

you’re planning your next kitchen project. 

As a thank you for your feedback, we’re giving you the chance  
to win a £500 Liberty voucher. Good luck!

ELLE DECORATION 

NEEDS YOU!
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DECORATING





THE 
JEWEL BOX

The rich tones and opulent Art Deco details of this interior designer’s chic 
Parisian apartment were inspired by a single wallpaper print 

Words KERSTIN ROSE  Photography CHRISTIAN SCHAULIN

Living room A vintage Finn Juhl 
daybed (try 1st Dibs) upholstered in 

fabrics by Pierre Frey and Créations 
Métaphores stands at the heart of the 
open-plan space. The large Caravane 

sofa is covered in Rubelli velvet and  
the side table is Sebastian Herkner’s 

‘Bell’  for Classicon. On top of the table 
sits a bespoke brass-plated lamp with  
a shade covered in Nobilis wallpaper. 

The screen is covered in ‘Jardin d’Osier’ 
wallpaper by Hermès. A vintage sun 

mirror hangs on the wall    
Stockist details on p238 ➤





rench interior architect Anne-
Sophie Pailleret’s apartment in Paris is the epitome 
of elegance and, with its vibrant colour palette and 
luxe details, a true showcase of her talents. The 
designer moved into this 165-square-metre 1930s 
property, which is located in the city’s aluent 16th 
arrondissement, with her husband and three young 
children in 2015. She had to draw on a strong design 
vision to see beyond the ‘time-capsule’ interior left 
behind by its 105-year-old former owner.

The rich jewel tones of the main living space 
were inspired by a particular wallpaper design – 
Hermès’s ‘Jardin d’Osier’ – which Anne-Sophie 
initially chose to decorate a screen in the living 
room. She loved the print so much that she took it 
as a basis for the design of the rest of the apartment. 
The colours of the wallpaper are most evident in 
the emerald-green walls and ink-black woodwork 
of the living-dining space. The look is pulled 
together with key furniture pieces: the daybed and 
dining chairs are upholstered in fabrics that pick 
out the blue of the Hermès design, while the sofa is 
covered in a green velvet by Rubelli. ‘Elegance is 
something I express in my choice of fabrics,’ she 
says. ‘I only ever choose those I could also wear.’ 

The bold shades in the living area are countered 
by cooler tones of grey in the hallway and bedrooms, 
while blush pink gives the kitchen a light, bright 

aspect. These more subtle tones allow treasured accessories to catch the eye, 
from bronze door handles to shimmering golden vases, lamps and tables. 
Throughout, the luxe but liveable aesthetic is underpinned by an Art Deco theme 
that is heightened by pieces evocative of the era  – including a pair of 1930s wall 
lights. ‘The design of the apartment is entirely in the spirit of French Art Deco,’ 
says Anne-Sophie. ‘The source of its luxury is most definitely in the detail.’ 

For perfectionist Anne-Sophie, her home will never truly be finished. She 
spends hours wandering Paris looking for special pieces that will refine the look. 
‘I browse antique shops for lamps, preview precious collections of fabric and 
spend a lot of time in showrooms,’ she says. She deems these trips a necessary 
part of her work – vintage pieces are key to her signature style and, she says, 
ensure that each of her projects is unique. She does occasionally add modern 
designs into the mix, such as the glass and brass ‘Bell’ tables by Sebastian Herkner 
for Classicon that are placed either side of the sofa, but only if she considers them 
exceptional. If she can’t find the right pieces, she commissions them, which is 
why so many of the mirrors, lamps and door handles in the apartment were made 
by craftspeople to her specification. ‘You see the diference,’ she says pointing to 
the blue dining table, that has been lacquered several times to a faultless sheen; 
it’s the only item of furniture that she brought with her from her old apartment 
and it has been painstakingly restored. Its meticulous finish is testament to the 
passion that has been poured into this beautiful home. anne-sophiepailleret.com ➤

F

Dining room The 
custom-made chairs are 
upholstered in tweed by  
Dominique Kiefer for 
Rubelli. The lacquered 
table is also a bespoke piece, 
by Atelier Cornevin.  
Vintage accents include 
hammered brass pendant 
lights, a 1950s sideboard 
– on top of which  is a ‘Big 
Leaf’ lamp by Tommaso 
Barbi and a collection of 
white ceramic vases and 
sculptures from Teo Leo 
Gallery – and a pair of 
1930s wall lights from  
a local flea market
Stockist details on p238 

‘Elegance is something I express in my choice of fabrics.  
I only ever choose those which I could also wear’
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The paints and fabrics in this apartment’s main  
living space are inspired by Hermès’s ‘Jardin d’Osier’ 
wallpaper, initially chosen to decorate a screen

THE PALETTE
2

1
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ABOUT THE PAINT  

RESSOURCE PE INTURES

We discover more about the 
historic French brand behind  
the beautiful, rich paints that 
decorate this stylish home 

What makes this brand so special? 
Ressource Peintures is one of the few 
remaining independent paint 
manufacturers in France. Located  
in the Provençal area of Roussillon, 
famed for its ochre quarries that are 
used to create its pigments, the company 
has been making paint since 1946. 
Why is its paint so desirable?  
The extensive palette has been 
researched by ‘colour archaeologist’ 
Patrick Baty, who studies historical 
and architectural paint applications 
to inform the brand’s collections.  
To date this includes six core ranges, 
from ‘Traditional’ to ‘The 1970s’.   
Are there any more benefits?
Due to the paint’s natural origins, with 
the pigments directly mined  
at source, sustainability has always 
been central to Ressource’s ethos.  
The paints contain less than half  
the permitted amount of VOC content 
(airborne nasties), making them 
eco-friendly as well as beautiful.
So, how has it gained its stylish 
reputation? Over the years, 
Ressource has joined forces with 
selected French tastemakers noted for 
their fascination with colour, to create 
special collections. These include 
renowned fashion designer Serge 
Bensimon and interior designer Sarah 
Lavoine, whose ‘Bleu Sarah’ is one of 
36 shades produced in her range.
Fantastic! Where can I buy it?
Ressource is available exclusively in 
France, but you can order colour cards 
and paint directly from its Paris store 
(ressource-peintures.com). ➤

1 ‘Jardin d’Osier’ wallpaper,  
£66 per 60 centimetre repeat,  
Hermès (hermes.com)  
2 ‘Fleur d’Ecailles’ fabric, £180 per 
metre, Karin Sajo (karinsajo.com)
3 ‘Underground’ velvet in 
‘Oltremare’ by Dominique Kiefer, 
£90 per metre, Rubelli (rubelli.com) 
4 ‘Velours Décontracté’ velvet in 
‘Caraibi’ by Dominique Kiefer, £82 
per metre, Rubelli (rubelli.com)  
5 ‘Zig Zag’ fabric by Créations 
Métaphores, £139.80 per  
metre, Abbott & Boyd  
(abbottandboyd.co.uk) 
6 ‘Armure’ fabric, £199 per metre, 
Pierre Frey (pierrefrey.com)  
7 and 8 ‘IT12’ and ‘Zen01’  
paints, from £26.80 per litre, 
Ressource Peintures  
(ressource-peintures.com)  
9 ‘Giselle 3409’ silk-mix fabric  
by Jim Thompson, £142 per metre,  
Fox Linton (foxlinton.com)
10 ‘Midnight’ wood finish  
(flooring not included), £15 per 
square metre (basinuk.co.uk)

4

5

10

9

6

3

8

7
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Study An Eames walnut stool for Herman Miller stands beneath a lamp with a shade covered in Jane Churchill fabric. The chair is upholstered with a Galbraith  
and Paul fabric. The custom-made walnut desk displays a Paavo Tynell vintage desk lamp. The green ceramic stool on the steps is by Jaime Hayón from Sé London 

Kitchen Blush pink paint by Little Greene, Carrara marble surfaces and patterned cement tiles by Beauregard Paris continue the luxurious yet liveable theme. 
Thonet chairs give the bespoke brass and opaline table a touch of classic cafe style; try House Doctor for a similar pendant light. Superfront ofers a selection  

of marble worktops and brass handles. The white lamp is custom-made from plaster  Stockist details on p238 ➤







Hallway The original wooden floor is stained black and covered with a vintage Moroccan rug from Fragments, Paris.  
A bespoke daybed upholstered in an Augusto Garavaglia fabric is teamed with a Gras floor lamp (try Twentytwentyone).  
The wallpaper is by Neisha Crosland, as is the fabric covering the two lampshades on top of the piano. The ‘Traccia’ table  

in brass and wood is a 1930s classic by Meret Oppenheim (1st Dibs sells originals)  Stockist details on p238 ➤
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Bathroom Emery & Cie tiles are complemented by a cobalt blue paint by Little Greene on the ceiling. The  matt-black 
brassware is from Dornbracht and the vase is by Ettore Sottsass. The artwork is from Galerie Sakura in Paris 

Shower room The custom-made shower has 1930s-style metal and glass doors and a marble mosaic floor. The spotted 
cement tiles are by Petit Pan and the cork and wood stool is by Hem  Stockist details on p238 ➤
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MARCHÉ AUX PUCES  
DE SAINT OUEN
This is the most famous Parisian flea 
market and one of the largest in the 
city. It’s afectionately known as Les 
Puces (The Fleas), although most of 
the pieces sold here are high-end 
antiques. Take a day to explore the 
area outside Porte de Clignancourt 
station, and visit the Marché Paul Bert 
Serpette, the flagship market of the 
Puces: it’s a treasure trove of rare and 
precious furniture. Métro stop: Porte 
de Clignancourt or Garibaldi

LE CARRÉ RIVE GAUCHE
Le Carré Rive Gauche is a mecca for fine-art and antiques 
dealers – there are more than 120 of them in this Left Bank 
enclave of the 7th arrondissement, identifiable by distinctive 
blue signs above their shop fronts. Antiques fairs are usually 
held in the spring, and the area is close to the Louvre and the 
Musée d’Orsay. Here are my go-to galleries in this area: 

• Galerie May A must-visit for furniture, this has lots of 
beautiful pieces with fine marquetry and brass detailing.  
23 rue de Lille, 75007 (1stdibs.com)

• Galerie Carole Decombe Often my first port of call when 
I am searching for art. The gallery also has selections of fine 
furniture and objets d’art from Scandinavia. 30 rue de Lille, 
75007 (galeriecaroledecombe.com)

• Galerie Jacques Hervouet I hunt here for furniture and 
lighting. 40 rue de L’université, 75007 (galeriehervouet.fr)

• Galerie Yves Gastou Find rare pieces by the likes of 
Ettore Sottsass, Jacques Adnet and Philippe Hiquily in this 
gallery. 12 rue Bonaparte, 75006 (galerieyvesgastou.com/en)

• Galerie Downtown Françoise La�anour Head here  
for precious vintage works by Le Corbusier, Jean Prouvé, 
Charlotte Perriand and Serge Mouille. 18 rue de Seine,  
75006 (galeriedowntown.com) 

• Galerie Teo Leo Find rare and uncommon 
accessories from 19th-century curios to  
1940s furniture. The gallery also promotes  
contemporary artists. 37 rue de Verneuil, 75007 
(teoleo-galerie.com/en)
Métro stop: Rue du Bac, Solférino or Musée d’Orsay

ODÉON, 6TH ARRONDISSEMENT
A former bohemian retreat in the heart of the Left 
Bank, this central Parisian neighbourhood has been 
transformed into a couture shopping district filled with 
art galleries, churches and eateries. The rue de Seine 
and its surrounding streets are said to have the 
highest concentration of art galleries and antique 
dealers in the world. Head to Kamel Mennour’s 
gallery for amazing modern art, housed within  
a stunning 17th-century building. 47 rue Saint-
André des arts, 75006 ( kamelmennour.com)
Métro stop: Odéon

A GUIDE TO ANTIQUES  
SHOPPING IN PARIS
Vintage pieces are key to Anne-Sophie’s signature style. 
She shares her favourite places to shop for treasures



Bedroom The walls are painted in a deep blue-grey 
shade by Ressources Peintures (more about the brand 
on p132) and the bed has a headboard covered in fabric 
by Dedar. The cushions were made with fabric from 
Créations Métaphores and Kravet and the custom-
made bedside lampshade (detail opposite) was created 
using a Robert Allen fabric. Opulent accents include a 
wooden sculpture coated in gold leaf; a 1930s Art Deco 
door handle; and a 1960s brass sculpture by Curtis 
Jere (opposite)  Stockist details on p238 ED  



From left ‘Bamboo Trellis Blue’ rug by Neisha Crosland, £1,195 per square metre, The Rug Company (therugcompany.com). ‘Enoki’ side table by Philipp 
Mainzer for E15, £550, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). ‘Crudo’ tumbler by Atipico, £13, Monologue (monologuelondon.com).‘Organic’ chair by Charles Eames  
and Eero Saarinen for Vitra, £1,132; ‘R.I.G’ shelving unit by MA/U Studio, £1,701, both Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk)  On shelves ‘Karui’ trays by Gam Fratesi  
for Skultuna, £135, Skandium (skandium.com). ‘Sunset Low’ vase by Manuela di Loreto for Incipit Lab, £95, Monologue (monologuelondon.com).  



E M E R A L D 
C I T Y 
Brilliant buys in decadent shades of  
green, inspired by the elegant look  
of Anne-Sophie Pailleret’s Paris home

Photography BEN ANDERS  

Styling AMANDA SMITH-CORSTON

Styling Assistant CECILIA MOSESSON

Books, stylist’s own. ‘Key Shadow’ rug by Suzanne Sharp, £675 per square metre, The Rug Company (therugcompany.com). ‘Beetle’ chair by Gam Fratesi for 
Gubi, £1,948, Aram Store (aram.co.uk). ‘QT’ table by Nic Graham, £690, Stellar Works (stellarworks.com). ‘Chinoz’ table lamp by Jaime Hayón for Parachilna, 
£1,335, Monologue (monologuelondon.com). ‘Grand Piano’ sofa by Gubi, £5,599, The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). Cushion by Hay, £49, Monologue 
(monologuelondon.com). ‘Green and White Taher’ cushion by Lindell + Co, £130, Pentreath & Hall (pentreath-hall.com). Wall lamp by Mette Schelde for Please 
Wait To Be Seated, £630, The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). Stool by Pols Potten, £175, Couverture & the Garb Store (couvertureandthegarbstore.com). 
‘True’ vase by Lex Pott for &Tradition, £199; ‘Salute High’ table by Sebastian Herkner for La Chance, £1,430, both Monologue (monologuelondon.com) ➤



EMERALD CITY
This page ‘Spon’ bedlinen, from £130 for a pair of pillowcases; ‘Bis’ grey 
pillowcase, £110; ‘Lite Zigs’ zigzag pillowcase, £195 for a pair; ‘Metric’ 
duvet cover, £450; ‘Nodo’ wool throw, £475; ‘Paco’ throw, £475, all  
by Society Limonta, Harrods (harrods.com)  
Opposite  from left ‘Lunar’ screen by Space Copenhagen, £2,375, Stellar 
Works (stellarworks.com). ‘Tile’ rug by Linie Designs, £240, Heal’s  
(heals.com). Desk by Jaime Hayón for &Tradition, £1,599, Monologue 
(monologuelondon.com). ‘Bellevue’ table lamp by Arne Jacobsen for 
&Tradition, £369, Haus (hauslondon.com). Vase by Milan Pekař, £400,  
Mint (mintshop.co.uk). ‘Serengeti’ rug by Plantation Rugs, £175, Heal’s 
(heals.co.uk). ‘CH88’ chair by Hans J Wegner, £353, Carl Hansen & Søn 
(carlhansen.com). Blanket by E15, £139, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). ‘Tudor 
Low Cupboard’ by Joost + Kiki, £3,371, Moooi (moooi.com). Vase, £55, 
Reiko Kaneko (reikokaneko.co.uk). Jug by Mist-o, £60; ‘Crudo’ tumblers  
by Atipico, £13 each, both Monologue (monologuelondon.com). Plant pot, 
£45, Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com). ‘Modo’ pendant light by Jason 
Miller for Roll + Hill, £960, SCP (scp.co.uk). ‘J110’ chair by Hay, £190, Cos 
(cosstores.com). Walls painted in ‘Green Smoke’ and ‘Calke Green’, both 
£39.50 for 2.5 litres, Farrow and Ball (farrow-ball.com) ED
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Words TESSA PEARSON Photography JAMES MERRELL

Vibrant yet restful, this London family home is decorated with an abundance of greenery and vintage    

G R EEN  A N D   

Hallway The sideboard is a bespoke piece by The Handmade House
Living room Two ‘Low Pad’ chairs by Jasper Morrison for  
Cappellini (try Aram Store) sit opposite a Designers Guild sofa 
Dining room The rug is by Golran and the ‘Tulip’ table is by  
Eero Saarinen for Knoll Stockist details on p238
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  furniture. Here, homeowner and designer Liza Giles shares her style secrets

S ER EN E

Arranged runway style from the front to the back of the house, this strip of patterned vintage encaustic 
tiles by Bert & May (now in production as ‘Green Majadas’) draws the eye through the interior. The parquet 
floor’s oak chevron tiles, by Türgon, are laid in the same direction to accentuate this visual efect. 
‘Originally, the hallway had a Victorian tiled floor, which looked quite dramatic, but was in poor condition. 
We set about recreating it in a modern way,’ says homeowner Liza  Stockist details on p238 ➤

MAKING AN ENTRANCE
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Colour-coordinated kitchen accessories are displayed on open shelving in curated groups. ‘The slim white 
marble shelf is ideal for storing jugs, glasses, pots and books,’ says Liza. ‘We hung the artwork low – just 
above the shelf – and left the rest of the wall above it white, so that the simple cord pendant lights would 
hang uninterrupted. The pictures are vintage Indian paintings, brought back from our travels. Most are of 
birds and animals in jade, turquoise and greens – colours that blend with the palette throughout the house.’

THE ART OF DISPLAY
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LIVING

ROOM

SUNROOM

MAIN

BEDROOM

WARDROBE

STUDIO

BATHROOM

KITCHEN

FIRST FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

BEDROOM

fluid succession of airy, white spaces brought to life 
with a palette of soft greens and vibrant blues, this four-
storey double-fronted south London property is home to 
interior stylist and artist Liza Giles, her architect husband 
Matt and their two boys, Arlo (three) and Elwood (five). 

Liza and Matt have lived on this quiet, tree-lined street 
in Peckham for 10 years and in their current home for the past five. They had 
outgrown their narrow townhouse located just a few doors down and were drawn 
to this 19th-century property with a 427-square-metre floor plan and large garden, 
despite its state of disrepair (a fire destroyed all the original features in the 1970s 
and the house had been uninhabited for three years when they viewed it). 

Unsurprisingly, given the couple’s combined expertise, they embraced the 
chance to work with a blank canvas and set about transforming the house into 
a seamless series of liveable rooms. ‘We wanted to exploit the width of the property 
and the views across the garden,’ explains Matt. ‘So we removed some of the 
partition walls and linked the kitchen and living spaces across the central hallway. 
We also added a doorway at the back of the kitchen, so that you can walk around 
the ground floor in a circle. These fairly simple alterations have made such  
a diference to what was formerly a series of disconnected rooms and dead ends.’

A

SOOTHING GREENS AND HITS OF TURQUOISE ENLIVEN THE ALL-WHITE  
INTERIOR. ‘I’M QUITE ADDICTED TO COLOUR,’ SAYS HOMEOWNER LIZA.  

‘BUT IN MY OWN HOME I ALWAYS LIKE TO START WITH A QUIET BACKDROP’

Liza and Matt enlisted plaster specialist Miles and Wilde to recreate period 
features such as cornicing and installed parquet flooring throughout. Soothing 
greens and hits of turquoise enliven the home’s all-white interior; it’s a palette 
favoured by Liza, who worked for Designers Guild for 15 years. ‘Having worked 
with Tricia Guild for so long, I’m quite addicted to colour,’ she says. ‘But in my 
own home, I always like to start with a quiet and peaceful backdrop.’ 

As clean-lined and refined as the house appears, this is first and foremost  
a family home. ‘Designing an interior is very diferent when you have children,’ 
says Liza. ‘Photoshoots are great for experimenting and inspiration, but a family 
home has to work for the kids as much as it does for us.’ This sentiment extends 
to the garden, which features hardy perennials and structural planting. ‘Our old 
garden was herbaceous and delicate, but now with two little boys always out 
there playing football, it needs to be robust,’ says Liza, who cites what she calls 
her first ‘grown-up garden’ as a key influence upon her home’s vibrant colour 
scheme. ‘I didn’t actually intend everything to become so green, but the more 
I worked on the garden, the more I realised how calming the colour is.’

The abundance of greenery brings a softness to the streamlined interior, which 
has been conceived with an architect’s exactitude. ‘Matt likes modernity, straight 
lines and white walls. I sway more towards vintage pieces and industrial design, 
but the combination of our styles seems to work well,’ says Liza. The end result 
is a practical and versatile family home that brims with personality, yet is imbued 
with calm. ‘We didn’t overthink the interior; it has just evolved. There are lots of 
things that aren’t perfect together, but that just adds to the character. We like to 
think of it as a happy accident.’ gilespike.com; lizagiles.com

Plans As well as the levels pictured, the house has  
a basement with a games area and cinema, and a top 
floor with two more bedrooms and a second studio
Kitchen ‘Hee’ barstools by Hay match the home’s 
colour scheme, while a chandelier from Sunbury 
Antiques Market adds old-fashioned glamour. The 
worktop and island are made from Carrara marble 
and the pendant lights are bespoke designs by the 
homeowner featuring metal discs made by The 
Handmade House  Stockist details on p238 ➤
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Arrange houseplants on metal shelves to soften their industrial lines. Here they are placed in vintage crates 
and suspended in pots from the ceiling to create living walls. ‘This was originally the kitchen, but it’s 
evolved into this wonderful sunroom. We replaced the old sash window with massive glass doors and I used 
rusted shelving to prevent the room looking too precious. I’ve planted the crates with indoor asparagus 
ferns, which are easy to keep and look great. It’s a relaxing place to sit and read,’ says Liza.

THE LIVING LIBRARY
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Sunroom The vintage cane armchairs 
were bought at Sunbury Antiques Market 
and painted to complement the spring-like 
scheme. The rug is by Golran and the 
industrial-style lights are market finds  
Stockist details on p238 ➤



‘MY HUSBAND MATT LIKES MODERNITY,  
STRAIGHT LINES AND WHITE WALLS. I SWAY  

MORE TOWARDS VINTAGE PIECES AND  
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN, BUT THE COMBINATION  

OF OUR STYLES SEEMS TO WORK WELL’

Living room A table by Eero Saarinen for Knoll  
Bedroom A Tom Dixon ‘Beat’ light is paired 
with a Harry Bertoia chair for Knoll
Kitchen The units are by Daulby and Tickle 
Bathroom The capacious pebble tub from CP 
Hart is fitted with shiny brass Vola taps   
Stockist details on p238
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Simple task and pendant lights with long flexes moderate the impact of the three-metre ceilings. ‘We didn’t 
want to feel swamped by the height of the rooms, so we hung the paintings low on the walls and accentuated 
the efect with pendant lighting; it helps to create a feeling of intimacy. The task lights in the living room 
are timeless vintage pieces. In the kitchen I’ve created bespoke pendants using cord flex from Urban Cottage 
Industries and metal disc shades from The Handmade House,’ says Liza Stockist details on p238 ➤

LOW-HANGING LIGHTING
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‘I DIDN’T INTEND EVERYTHING  

TO BE SO GREEN, BUT THE MORE  

I WORKED ON THE GARDEN,  

THE MORE I REALISED HOW 

CALMING THE COLOUR IS’

Living room The vast 
steel-framed doors are 
by The London Door 
Company. The sofas are 
dressed with cushions 
made from grain sacks 
from Ukraine. The 
leather  sofa is by Jasper 
Morrison for Cappellini 
Stockist details  
on p238 ➤





‘I chose chartreuse as an accent colour because it adds a little drama,’ says Liza. In the bathroom, glass 
panels in the same colour create a striking finish, especially when illuminated at night. ‘The low-iron glass 
can be back-painted in your choice of shade. It was supplied and installed by Tom Deacon of East-Sussex-
based TD Glass Design.’ Touches of chartreuse also appear on a chair and artworks in the hallway, and  
on the ‘Saraille Acacia’ linen by Designers Guild in the main bedroom Stockist details on p238

THE SIGNATURE COLOUR
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M Y  C I T Y

This area is very green and quiet. There’s a park at the end 
of the road and I can sit in the garden and listen to the birds 
sing, but it’s only 10 minutes by train to central London. 
It’s a brilliant street with a real mix of characters. Peckham 
has a varied and vibrant community with lots of creatives and 
artists. It’s changed a lot in the past five years and there are 
new shops, pop-ups, galleries and bars opening all the time.
We shop locally at Bellenden Road, which is fantastic for 
fresh produce, and the General Store (generalsto.re) does 
really good cofee. We tend to head there at the weekend  
in search of croissants, bread and salami.
We used to go into town in the evenings, but now we  
head out locally. We love Peckham Refreshment Rooms 
(peckhamrefreshment.com), Miss Tapas (misstapas.com)  
and Frank’s Cafe (frankscafe.org.uk), plus the Rooftop Film 
Club is perfect in the summer. 

Hallway The sofa is a vintage find 
reupholstered in Designers Guild fabric
Bedroom Vintage linen forms a headboard 
above the bed, which was made by The 
Handmade House. Try Larusi for a similar rug
Bathroom The chartreuse-coloured glass 
makes a striking statement in the shower area. 
The Corian sink is from CP Hart. The towel  
is Ukranian linen from Trinovante Trading   
Stockist details on p238 ED
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FRESH 
IDEAS
Love the mix of modern furniture 
and lush greenery in Liza Giles’ 
Peckham house? Here’s how to 
style the look in your own home

Photography BEN ANDERS  

Styling AMANDA SMITH-CORSTON

Styling Assistant CECILIA MOSESSON

From left ‘Wire’ pot and stand by Norm Architects for Menu, £42, Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). Ceramic planter, 
£120, Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com). ‘Asan Jade’ zigzag rug, £800, The Rug Company (therugcompany.com). 

‘Sinnerlig’ rug by Ilse Crawford, £50, Ikea (ikea.com). Plaited stool by Pour Les Alpes, £690, Mint (mintshop.com). Grey 
plant pots, £40, Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com). ‘Sinnerlig’ daybed by Ilse Crawford, £279, Ikea (ikea.com). Cushion 

by House Doctor, £35; striped cushion, £70, both Botany (botanyshop.co.uk). Books, stylist’s own. ‘Gol’ blanket by 
Mandal Veveri, £199, Monologue (monologuelondon.com). Marble pendant lights by Terence Woodgate, £197 each, 

Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com). White plant pot, £100, Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com). Ottoman by 
Franco Albini for Sika Design, £295, Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com). ‘Silent Glass’ vase by Andreas Engesvik 
for Muuto, £45, Goodhood London (goodhoodstore.com). Macramé hanging planter, £65; large grey pot, £65; brown 

pot, £45, all Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com). Pot (on windowsill) by Andrea Roman, £28,Botany (botanyshop.co.uk)



From left ‘Ming’ concrete pot by Serax, £35, Eyespy (eyespystore.co.uk). Jute hanging planter, £22; concrete hanging planter, £24, both  
Ro-Co (ro-co.uk). Zinc frame (on wall), £22.95, Botany (botanyshop.co.uk). ‘Freja’ console table, £352; ‘Albin’ blue pots (two pictured), £32 for a set 

of three, both Broste (brostecopenhagen.com). ‘OP Water Green’ vase by Bilge Nur Saltik, £425, Monologue (monologuelondon.com). Pot, £15, 
Grace& Thorn (graceandthorn.com). Green and white vase, £28, Broste (brostecopenhagen.com). Ceramic black pot by Andrea Roman £28; 
basket, £22 for two; green glass vase, £39.95, all Botany (botanyshop.co.uk). Concrete pot by Hay, £23, Cos (cosstores.com)  On floor ‘Glazed 

Green Churriana’ tiles, £192 per square metre, Bert & May (bertandmay.com)  Plants throughout Grace & Thorn (graceandthorn.com) ED



Dining room The original floor tiles inspired the homeowner’s choice  
of colours throughout the apartment. The sleek white dining table is  
a special edition of the ‘Typo’ table by Draga & Aurel for Baxter; it is 
paired with 1950s vintage chairs. Scatterings of objets d’art include  
a pair of African terracotta heads, an alabaster vase from Tuscany and  
a black metal vase by Antonino Sciortino. The suspended ‘Apollo’ light  
is by Pietro Russo  Stockist details on p238 ➤



Designer Stefano Guidotti has poured his passion 
for colour and texture into this apartment, which 
is as visually engaging as its Lake Como setting

C O M O  I N

C O L O U R

Words EMMA LOVE

Photography MADS MOGENSEN 

Production MARTINA HUNGLINGER



tefano Guidotti, a designer for Italian furniture brand 
Baxter, is fearless with colour. Rich shades of blue and 
purple cover the walls of his 110-square metre apartment 
in Lake Como, Italy. He has transformed what was once 

a one-bedroom white box into a vibrant living space.
‘I’m obsessed with colour,’ he says. ‘When I was decorating the apartment 

I thought of the original floor tiles as huge rugs. I took the most dominant 
colour from each surface and chose a complementary shade for the walls 
in the room, which I applied with diferent treatments. In the living space, 
for example, I’ve used a blue water-based paint on two of the walls and 
mixed blue paint with cement for the other ones. This technique creates 
layers of colour that have depth and interest.’

Each room in the apartment represents a visual exploration of tone 
and texture: the living area echoes the blues of the original patterned 
floor tiles and the study, which Stefano refers to as his ‘laboratory of 
materials and colours’, has a polished red floor that is brazenly juxtaposed 
with graphic monochrome furniture. Gilt accents further elevate the look 
throughout. ‘The bedroom is my favourite space,’ says Stefano. ‘I feel 
pampered surrounded by shades of purple.’

Stefano’s furniture choices are considered and many of the pieces in 
the apartment are special-edition designs by Baxter. The ‘Housse Mono’ 
brown leather sofa in the living room, which has a personalised patina 
created by his artist friend Draga Obradovic, is particularly special. But 
there are also collections of African terracotta heads and alabaster vases, 
re-purposed vintage finds bought in Budapest and carefully chosen 
artworks that each add their own individual twist to the design scheme.

Having spent two years living in hotels before moving into the property 
in 2013, Stefano has poured his creativity into designing a space that  
is both beautiful and comfortable. ‘Every house has soul, which only 
emerges when you are working on it,’ he says. ‘I lived in Florence for many 
years and still have an apartment there, but felt that I needed my own 
place in Como.’ The idyllic location of the property, which is nestled on 
the edge of the lake, has enhanced his lifestyle. ‘The surroundings are 
amazing; from my balcony I have beautiful views,’ he says. ‘I love to stay 
at home and cook for friends or just drink a glass of Tuscan wine and  
look out of the windows at the sunshine reflected on the lake. It is like 
being on a perpetual holiday.’ 

Living room As the light changes throughout the day, the deep colours of the living  
space take on diferent tones. Baxter’s ‘Housse Mono’ leather sofa stands centre-stage.  
The concrete and carbonised oak ‘Jenga’ table and the ‘Gibellina’ chair are both Baxter.  
A large painting by Aurel Basedow hangs above the sofa. The ‘After Glow’ floor lamp is  
by Vincenzo De Cotiis for Ceccotti  Stockist details on p238 ➤

‘ THE COLOUR 

OF THE LIVING 

ROOM WALLS 

WAS INSPIRED 

BY AN OLD 

PIECE OF 

FABRIC, AS 

WELL AS THE 

ORIGINAL TILED 

FLOORING’
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‘ I AM IN LOVE 

WITH ALL THE 

COLOURS IN MY 

HOME – EVEN THE 

MONOCHROME 

TONES IN  

THE STUDY’

Study The graphic, black-and-white colour palette of the 
Baxter wallpaper, the vintage armchair (re-covered with 
a pied-de-poule print fabric) and the rug, designed by 
Draga Obradovic, contrast with the polished red resin 
floor. A small balcony overlooks the inner courtyard. The 
vintage writing desk was bought in Budapest, and the 
‘Medea’ oice chair by Vittorio Nobili is another vintage 
classic (try 1st Dibs in the UK). The bespoke lights are  
by artist Ugo Ambroggio  Stockist details on p238 ➤





‘ THE BEDROOM IS MY FAVOURITE  
SPACE. I FEEL PAMPERED BEING 
SURROUNDED BY SHADES OF PURPLE’

Bedroom The walls are painted in dramatic shades of purple.  
A wood-framed, vintage mirror and a red contemporary ‘Dalma’ 
armchair by Draga & Aurel for Baxter create a harmonious 
combination. On one side of the ‘Trevor’ bed by Baxter, the panels  
of the bedside table reflect the colours of the tiles. The bed linen is 
from Dep design store in Como and the pendant lamp is by Angela 
Ardisson for Artplay Factory  Stockist details on p238 ➤





Love Stefano’s daring colour scheme? He 
tells us more about the inspiration behind 
his bold, blue walls and striking red floor

THE INSPIRATION
The house is right on the water. I wanted to bring 
that indoors by using a particular shade of blue: it 
was a natural choice. I love this colour – for me it’s 
both warm and calm, which is a nice combination. 
The distressed efect applied to some of the walls 
(right) reflects the movement of the water.

THE COLOUR
My relationship with colour is almost maniacal.  
I see and record everything in terms of colour –  
at home and at work. I took the shade in the living 
room from an old piece of fabric, as well as the 
original tiled flooring, which struck me as being 
like huge carpets. I employed a painter/artist, who adjusted the colour 
directly on the walls. The base is a bespoke shade of Farrow & Ball blue 
(‘Stikey Blue’ is a good match; £39.50 for 2.5 litres), but we mixed lots of 
paints together and added artists’ pigments to achieve this particular hue.

THE FINISHES
I used water-based paints throughout much of the house, in a combination 
of diferent finishes. Some of the walls in the living room have a ‘concrete’ 
efect, a look that was achieved organically – the artist mixed my chosen 
blue paint with plaster and then applied it directly to the wall with a 
spatula to create a base that resembles stone. The other walls in the living 
room have a flat finish; I’ve used the same two techniques in the bedroom.

THE UNEXPECTED ELEMENT
I decided to used bright red resin for the floor in the studio. I chose such  
a bright shade because I wanted it to pop against the graphic motifs and 
black-and-white colourways of the wallpaper and furnishings.

D E S I G N  D E TA I L S

Homeowner Stefano describes his study 
as a ‘laboratory of materials and colours’



INSIDER GUIDE TO LIMEWASH

We adore the depth and texture on Stefano’s  
living room walls. You can achieve a similar efect  
at home using this artistic finish. Here’s how

What is limewash? Characterised by an imperfect 
flat finish and surface ‘glow’, limewash is made from 
calcium carbonate, a naturally occurring mineral 
found in limestone and seashells. ‘The beauty of 
limewash is the structure of these calcite crystals, 
which refract light in a completely diferent way to 
other paints,’ says Bronwyn Riedel, co-founder of 
Bauwerk Colour, modern lime paint experts. 

The benefits Aside from aesthetics, limewash is also 
an environmentally friendlier and healthier option to 
conventional paint. No harmful toxins or chemicals 
are used in its production; ‘it works with nature rather 
than against it,’ explains Riedel. Importantly, it allows 
your walls (and you) to breathe easily. 

How to apply it Limewash can be applied to rendered 
brick or plaster, but with the correct undercoat it can 
also be used on pre-painted walls. For further tips on 
applying limewash, check out the informative how-to 
videos on bauwerkcolour.co.uk. ED

Our pick of the latest spring 
colours in a limewash finish

From top ‘Nigella’ blue limewash 
paint, £22.50 for a litre, Bauwerk 
(bauwerkcolour.co.uk). ‘JW4’ pink 
limewash paint, from £62 for five 
litres, Francesca’s Paints 
(francescaspaints.com). ‘Deadly 
Nightshade’ grey limewash 
paint, £16.60 for a litre, Bert & May 
(bertandmay.com). ‘Basalt Secco’ 
limewash powder, £48 for a 
kilogram, Kalk Litir (kalklitir.com)
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P O R T R A I T O F  
Artists Lili Nalovi and Jesko Willert’s Hamburg house and studio is an ever-changing 
canvas for their work, which expresses cultures and landscapes from all over the world

Words KERSTIN ROSE  Photography CHRISTIAN SCHAULIN 

Studio On the wall is a triptych by Lili Nalovi entitled Thanjavur-Swamimalai, inspired by  
a  recent trip to India . Kama Sutra wall hangings by Jesko Willert hang behind, with fabric  
swatches concealing explicit details. The duo also designed the lampshades in this room ➤







Dining room The table was made by the homeowners using planks of wood salvaged 
from a building site. It is surrounded by garden chairs bought at a flea market. The  

paintings are by the homeowners, as is the ceiling lamp covered in turquoise silk. For  
a similar oriental-style cabinet, try Orchid Furniture  Stockist details on p238 ➤



Studio The original oak parquet floor was treated with white wood soap 
(try The Solid Wood Flooring Company). The desk, perfect for storing 
brushes and paints, is a vintage piece with added castors. The artwork 
above the desk, Young Burmese at Taungby Market, is by homeowner  
and artist Lili Nalovi  Stockist details on p238 



Portraits Lili Nalovi 
and Jesko Willert at 
work in their studios
Living room An old 
sofa has been covered 
with floral fabric. The 
painting above, La Boda 
di Alicia y Israel, is by 
Lili. The small, white 
metal cabinets on either 
side of the painting  
are souvenirs bought 
during a three-month 
trip to Mexico ➤

reative couple Lili Nalovi and Jesko Willert live in the upmarket Harvestehude 
district of Hamburg, in part of a grand 100-year-old-mansion. As travelling artists 
they explore Africa, Latin America, India and Asia, always returning home to 

transform their experiences into beautiful artworks. The duo both specialise in old Italian 
painting techniques, but Lili also studied industrial design and works with furniture and 
wallpaper. Once they have completed a new collection, they hold an exhibition of their 
work, transforming the entire ground floor of their house into a gallery space.

Unsurprisingly, art influences every facet of the couple’s life and home. The apartment 
is pure theatre – each room a stage set awash with colour. The walls in the living area and 
dining room on the ground floor are covered in Japanese rice paper, one of Lili’s favourite 
materials to work with. She and Jesko have embellished the surface with depictions of 
oriental blossoms and birds, while Jesko’s lifelong passion for the sea is reflected in the 
paintings that hang on top. Elsewhere in the house, they’ve decorated the cast-iron Sicilian 
bedstead (a 100-year-old frame inherited from Lili’s aunt) with ornamental battens, painted 
frescoes on several ceilings, and decorated the bathroom with tiles from Bisazza (Jesko is 
a highly skilled mosaic artist). The intricate pattern on the kitchen floor required drawing  
onto the scree with a handmade template, which took several days, before painting the 
design using floor paint. ‘We derive profound pleasure from creating things,’ says Lili.

Much of the furniture is made from salvaged objects and materials that the couple have 
breathed new life into using carpentry and sculpting skills. 
‘The transformation of old to new is a part of our culture, 
which is why we especially enjoy making use of objects that 
other people no longer need,’ Jesko explains. In this spirit, 
he used wooden planks rescued from a nearby building site 
to make the dining table, and turned a neighbour’s discarded 
sofa into a beautifully refined, French-style couch.

From these creative touches to the abundance of faded 
trinkets and treasures the couple have brought home from 
their travels, this is a home designed around minutiae and 
mementoes; every bit as much a work of art as the canvases 
that its owners paint. lili-nalovi.de

 C
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Seating area This sofa is a flea market purchase 
decorated with a handmade throw and trim. The Love 
Birds wall hanging (right) in silver leaf and tempera  
is by the homeowners. The green tray table is also  
a flea-market find that has been given a new lick of paint ➤





Hallway The boat is an artwork entitled Mondboot: 
carved from the trunk of a tree and covered in silver leaf, 
it is filled with aluminium food containers. It sits below  
a Flower, Birds, Bamboo wall hanging by the homeowners. 
The lantern is made from wire and fabric
Garden room The light-filled space leads onto a terrace 
filled with potted plants and flowers. Inside, the scheme 
has a classical aesthetic. Another lantern, handmade  
in China, stands on the table ➤

HOME IS

DESIGNED AROUND 

AN ABUNDANCE

OF TRINKETS

AND TREASURES







Garden room An antique chandelier and a French mirror, bought on  
a trip to the Loire region (try The French House for similar), add to the 
romantic look of this room. The console table is a vintage piece and the 
iron chair was picked up at a flea market in Spain. On the wall (left) are 

antique frames filled with photos Stockist details on p238 ➤ 



Kitchen Located in the 
basement, this room has 
green stucco walls and  
a ceiling fresco. The 
hand-painted decoration 
on the floor imitates 
Moroccan cement tiles. 
The cupboards were 
handmade using wood  
and perforated metal 
sheets, while the table and 
chairs are salvaged pieces 
(try Lassco) Stockist 
details on p238 ➤



THE APARTMENT IS

PURE THEATRE – EACH

ROOM A STAGE SET

AWASH WITH COLOUR



Bedroom  The blue-sky ceiling fresco was painted by homeowner Jesko. Many of the pieces are  
antique and hand-painted by the homeowners, including the green table by the window and the 
wardrobe decorated with gold leaf. The Sicilian iron bedstead and armchair are family heirlooms. 
Original ‘Corfu’ chandeliers by Fortuny hang either side of the bed  Stockist details on p238 ED

O U R  FAV O U R I T E  T H I N G S

We treasure the wooden stools that were part of our installation at the Venice 
Biennale – visitors from all over the world sat on them to contemplate our paintings. 
Our favourite view is from the sofa in the garden room, under our Love Birds wall 
hanging, out to the garden. We can see the magnolia in bloom as we sip green tea. 
We love to take trips in our little rowing boat on the Alster, a tributary of the 
River Elbe. We fill the boat with cushions and bring a bottle of rosé.
The best shop in Hamburg is D’or (d-or.de), where you can find vintage fashion and 
furniture. Rudolf Beaufays sells secondhand English clothing (rudolf-beaufays.de).





DINING ROOM 
From left ‘Softwall’ screen, £2,346, Molo (molostore.com). Kilim rug, £2,040, Larusi (larusi.com). ‘Cone’ limited-edition light by Studio Vit, from £2,160, Viaduct 
(viaduct.co.uk). ‘Maggiolina’ chair and ottoman by Marco Zanuso for Zanotta, £7,490, The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). ‘Norr’ tray by Skagerak, £59, Skandium 
(skandium.com). ‘Flower Petal’ jug by Akiko Hirai, £250; beaker by Mizuyo Yamashita, £45, both Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). Books, stylist’s own. Concrete 
planter, £35, Habitat (habitat.co.uk). Vintage planter by Willy Guhl for Eternit, £675, Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com). ‘Kabino’ sideboard by Simon Legald for Normann 
Copenhagen, £598, Clippings (clippings.com). Small ceramic vase by Han Cornelissens, £28, Førest London (forestlondon.com). Cracked slip vase, £350; ‘Hakeme 
Chawan’ bowl, £210, both Matthias Kaiser (matthiaskaiser.com). ‘Frigo’ bottle vase, £65, Brook Sigal (brooksigal.com). ‘Ido Chawan’ bowl, £210, Matthias Kaiser 
(matthiaskaiser.com). Bowl (inside unit) by Iva Polachova, £210, Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). Glazed plates and bowl (inside unit) by Kasper Würtz, from £60 

Combine the best of Scandinavian and 
Japanese design to create the ultimate 
minimalist fusion. This look is all about 
clean lines and neutral colours

Styling SANIA PELL 

Photography HEIDI LERKENFELDT  

Florist SIMONE GOOCH AT FJURA (FJURA.COM)  

Styling Assistant ENRICO DONADELLO



each, Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com). Bespoke wall hanging, £850, Liz Nilsson (liznilsson.com). ‘Softer than Steel’ black chair by Nendo for Desalto, £409, Viaduct 
(viaduct.co.uk). ‘Grand Prix’ white chair by Arne Jacobsen, £448, Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com). ‘RIG’ bench by MA/U Studio, £874, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). Silk 
throw, £220; cashmere cushion cover, £179, both The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). ‘Dodie’ extending dining table, £895, Heal’s (heals.com). On table ‘Lines’ 
plate by Lisa Stockham, £100; beaker, £45; fruit bowl, £100; beaker, £45, all by Mizuyo Yamashita, all Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). Raku vessel by Cécile 
Daladier, £130, The Cold Press (thecoldpress.com). Faceted jug by Akiko Hirai, £250, Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). ‘Hydria’ pitcher, £105, Brook Sigal (brooksigal.
com). Bowls, £210 each; mug, £210, all Matthias Kaiser (matthiaskaiser.com). ‘Hotaru’ pendant lights by Barber Osgerby, from £235 each, Twentytwentyone 
(twentytwentyone.com).‘Cyborg Club’ chair by Marcel Wanders for Magis, £523, Aram Store (aram.co.uk) ➤





LIVING ROOM 
Clockwise from top left ‘Nakki’ sofa by Mika Tolvanen for Woud, £1,685,  
Places and Spaces (placesandspaces.com). Indigo cushion cover, £65, The  
Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). ‘Paint Stroke’ cotton cushion, £35, French 
Connection (frenchconnection.com). Black cushion cover, £65, The Conran  
Shop (conranshop.co.uk). Wool throw, £300, Larusi (larusi.com). ‘Tile’ patterned 
rug by Linie Designs, £240, Heal’s (heals.com). ‘Soround’ small side table by  
NUR for Woud, £360, Places and Spaces (placesandspaces.com). Co�ee pot,  
£49; mug, £7.50, both Aram Store (aram.co.uk). Brass trivet by Oji Masanori,  
£55, Native & Co (nativeandco.com).  ‘Space’ grey chair by Jehs+Laub, from  
£1,999, Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com). ‘Balloon’ floor lamp by Dan Yefet  
and Lucie Koldová for Brokis, £1,550, Heal’s (heals.com). ‘Goose Eye Icons’ 
diamond-print rug by Kasthall, from £727; ‘New York’ striped rug by Woodnotes, 
from £565, both Skandium (skandium.com). ‘Soround’ circular co�ee table  
by NUR for Woud, £395, Places and Spaces (placesandspaces.com). Square wooden 
board by Wild and Wood, £35, Sue Pryke (suepryke.com). ‘Hydria’ pitcher, £105, 
Brook Sigal (brooksigal.com). Trivet, £46, Superfolk (superfolk.com). ‘Join’  
oblong co�ee table by Fritz Hansen, £407, Heal’s (heals.com). ‘Lines’ plate  
by Maria Kristofersson, £260, Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk). Wood and leather 
board by Wild and Wood, £50, Sue Pryke (suepryke.com). ‘Tenmoku Slip Chawan’ 
bowl, £210, Matthias Kaiser (matthiaskaiser.com).  ‘One Globe’ floor light, from 
£600, Atelier Areti (atelierareti.com). ‘Spanish’ leather and wood chair by Børge 
Mogensen for Fredericia, £3,051, Aram Store (aram.co.uk). ‘Japanese Zigzag’  
cushion cover, £75, The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk) ➤



DETAILS
Clockwise from top left Semi-porcelain cup by Tadamasa Yamamoto, £40, Native & Co (nativeandco.com). ‘Petal’ dish by Takashi Tomii, £45;  
lidded vessel by Cécile Daladier, £150; walnut bowl by Julian Watts, £65, all The Cold Press (thecoldpress.com). ‘Hakeme Chawan’ paint-e�ect  
bowl, £210, Matthias Kaiser (matthiaskaiser.com). Raku vessel by Cécile Daladier, £130, The Cold Press (thecoldpress.com).  Small pot, £9,  
Sue Pryke (suepryke.com). Deep bowl by Kasper Würtz, £50, Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com). ‘White Lines’ large plate by Lisa Stockham, £100,  
Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk)  Background ‘White’ claypaint on ‘Trilby’ claypaint, both £35 for 2.5 litres, Earthborn (earthbornpaints.co.uk)



From left ‘Softwall’ screen, £2,346, Molo (molostore.com). ‘RIG’ bench by MA/U Studio, £874, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). Large vase by Jeroen Wand, £1,150, 
Mint (mintshop.co.uk). Vessel by Cécile Daladier, £170, The Cold Press (thecoldpress.com). Pot by Rasha Nawam, £910, Mint (mintshop.co.uk). ‘Mr & Mrs’ 
carafe, £40, Sue Pryke (suepryke.com). Plate by Kasper Würtz, £30, Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com). Spoon, £15, Sue Pryke (suepryke.com). Bowl, £20, Sue  
Pryke (suepryke.com).  Matcha whisk, £30, Native & Co (nativeandco.com). Books, stylist’s own. ‘Cestita’ lamp by Miguel Mila for Santa & Cole, £195, 
Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com). Jug, £215, Brook Sigal (brooksigal.com). Bowl by Kasper Würtz, £50, Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com) ➤



BEDROOM 
From left ‘April’ tables by Alfredo Häberli for Nikari, £1,780 each, Klaus 
Haapaniemi & Co (klaush.com). Books, stylist’s own. ‘Hydria’ pitcher, £180,  
Brook Sigal (brooksigal.com). Bowl by Stephanie Hopkins, £45; raku vessel by 
Cécile Daladier, £170, both The Cold Press (thecoldpress.com). ‘New Old’ pendant 
light, £143, Kimu Design Studio (kimudesign.com). ‘Cleopatra’ daybed by  
AR Cordemeijer for Auping, £950, Førest London (forestlondon.com). Silk throw, 
£220; cushion cover, £45, both The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). Linen throw, 
£174, Larusi (larusi.com). ‘Töjbox’ unit by Made by Michael for Woud, £376, Places 
and Spaces (placesandspaces.com). Boxes by Carlos Ortega, from £70 each, Mint 
(mintshop.co.uk). Throw, £248, Heal’s (heals.com). Quilt, £450, The Conran Shop 
(conranshop.co.uk). ‘Soft’ hangers by Hay, £25 for four, Skandium (skandium.com). 
‘Sonya’ shawl by Oyuna, £399, Harrods (harrods.com). Linen throw, £260; throw 
by Begg & Co, £225, both The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk). ‘Trilogy No.1’ rug, 
£5,616, Knots Rugs (knotsrugs.com)  Background ‘Hidey Hole’ claypaint, £35 for 
2.5 litres, Earthborn (earthbornpaints.co.uk)



‘Softwall’ screen, £3,121, Molo (molostore.com). ‘Stone’ 
pendant light by Philip Bro for Woud, £250, Places and Spaces 
(placesandspaces.com). ‘Bench One’, £530, Another Country 
(anothercountry.com). Throw, £600, Larusi (larusi.com). 
‘Dancing Handles’ vases by Jeanne Bonnefoy-Mercuriali, from 
£126 each, TH Manufacture (thmanufacture.com). Ceramic pot  
(on floor) by Sander Wassink and Olivier van Herpt, £1,600, Mint 
(mintshop.co.uk). ‘Line’ rug by Woodnotes, from £565, 
Skandium (skandium.com). Cushion, £60, Larusi (larusi.com). 
Patterned cushion by Marimekko, £54.50, Skandium 
(skandium.com). ‘Cowrie’ chair by Brodie Neill, £1,850, Made  
in Ratio (madeinratio.com). ‘Cheshire’ floor lamp by Gam 
Fratesi for Fontana Arte, £420, Aram Store (aram.co.uk) ED  





SICILIAN HABIT
The original features of this 500-year-old nunnery  
in Palermo are complemented by traditional majolica  
tiles and striking patterned kilims

Words EMMA LOVE AND AMY BRADFORD  

Photography DAVIDE LOVATTI/LIVING INSIDE  



M
ariella Ienna lives in enviable 
surroundings. Her home is the former 
nunnery of a 500-year-old monastery 
set amid the faded grandeur of 
Palermo’s city centre in Sicily. The 
bustling streets have the air of a bygone 
age, which lured the Australian-Italian 
interior and textile designer (formerly 
a lawyer and florist) to this property 
despite the drawbacks involved in 

transforming the crumbling building into a home. ‘I had been 
trying to find an interesting restoration project for about a year,’ 
she says of the 120-square-metre, three-storey space that she 
moved into with her three-year-old daughter Sibilla in 2015. ‘It 
was daunting, but I was attracted to the sheer history of the place.’

From the outset, the property presented a number of challenges: 
Mariella had to contend with two years of red tape as the building 
had been awarded the same heritage classification as the city’s 
cathedral, followed by a year of work that involved reinforcing the 
walls, ousting the pigeons that had taken over the attic and hauling 
construction materials up four floors via a neighbour’s balcony. 

Keen to preserve the architectural integrity of the nunnery, 
Mariella and her architect, Walter Angelico, 
retained the ancient wooden rafters that 
they discovered when they removed the false 
ceilings. However, contemporary black steel 
beams and railings, which support a glass-
floor walkway and separate the bedrooms 
and bathrooms on the upper levels, counter 
the inherent rusticity of the building. 

Enlivening the scheme are pops of Mediterranean hues introduced 
by a patchwork of traditional Sicilian majolica kitchen tiles (find 
out more overleaf ) – ‘They seemed a natural choice, as they are so 
intrinsic to Palermo’s architecture. Colour and pattern inject 
personality into a home. My basic rule with walls is to paint them 
white, although in this space I also had to take into account the 
exposed brickwork,’ says Mariella. Remnants from 18th-century 
painted ceilings that Mariella and Walter found at Mercato delle 
Pulci, a local bric-a-brac market, are used in Sibilla’s bedroom. 

The tiles also influenced the palette for Mariella’s striking 
patterned kilim (she specialises in carpet design), which covers 
the concrete floor in the kitchen and is used as a runner on the 
stairs. ‘There are lots of decorative elements in the house, so  
I needed something simple and geometric on the floor,’ she explains. 

Much of the furniture – such as the ottoman in the living room 
and the ornate bench by the kitchen, which she found discarded 
on the street and painted in satin black enamel – has been adapted 
or reupholstered in Mariella’s own fabric designs. Other key pieces 
include a ‘library’ wall of rotating bookshelves inspired by the 
city’s archives building (where German filmmaker Wim Wenders 
filmed Palermo Shooting) and a set of deep shelves that double as 
seating, strategically placed around a window that looks out to the 

two towers of the church of San Domenico. 
Mariella’s favourite spot is in the bedroom 

under the original ceiling, where it is said 
that the nuns invented the famous Sicilian 
cassata pudding. ‘I look up at the rafters 
from my bed and marvel that I am sleeping 
beneath them,’ she says. walterangelico.com;  
mariellaiennadesign.com

‘The patchwork of tiles 
seemed a natural choice, 

because they are so 
intrinsic to Palermo’s 

architecture’
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Living room The homeowner Mariella (above) designed the patterned kilim rug that covers the polished concrete floor in the open-plan space. 
The table has a reclaimed wooden top covered in glass and a steel base. It is teamed with a set of ‘Stone Stone’ stools by Marcel Wanders for Kartell  

(available from Heal’s). The chaise is from the homeowner’s previous apartment and is upholstered in a wool kilim of her own design. Paintings by Monique 
Lovering are grouped in front of the black armoire; the pendant lights are repurposed Ikea table lights  Stockist details on p238 ➤

APRIL 2016  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  197



THE HISTORY 
OF MAJOLICA

gained popularity, when Stoke-on-
Trent pottery Minton’s industrialised 
the craft and manufactured huge 
quantities of ceramics decorated  
with flowers, leaves, fruit and 
vegetables. Mass-produced British 
majolica was not just a luxury for the 
wealthy, but also a way for ordinary 
people to embellish their homes: just 
think of the number of tiled fireplaces 
that still survive in Victorian terraced 
houses to this day.

How can I get the look today? By the early 
20th century, majolica had ceased to be in 
demand, coinciding with a general decline  
in the popularity of pattern. But now the  
trend is coming full circle. If you want  
a look similar to Mariella Ienna’s home, try  
the ‘Frame’ collection by Refin Ceramiche,  
or British brand Workhouse, which makes tiles  
in endless colourful patterns (note these are 
encaustic tiles, not majolica, which means they 
are made of coloured clays rather than glazed 
earthenware). Should you wish for traditional 
majolica, try Tile Heaven (top) for original 
Victorian and Art Nouveau designs, or Victorian  
Ceramics, which sells reproduction tiles  
by Arts & Crafts hero William De Morgan. 

Jewel-bright tiles with 
enamelled glazes and 
patterns inspired by 
Islamic art characterise 
Italian majolica

What is majolica? Islamic potters 
in medieval Persia were the first to 
develop majolica, a form of tin-
glazed earthenware characterised by 
ornate patterns and bright colours. 
At this time, it was known as Iznik 
pottery, after the Turkish town that 
was the main manufacturing centre.

But what inspired it? The designs are believed 
to have been influenced by imports of finely 
decorated Chinese porcelain. From Persia, 
majolica tiles and pots arrived in Spain via 
Moorish settlements on the island of Majorca, 
whence the name ‘majolica’ (sometimes spelt 
‘maiolica’) was derived.

Why are they so special? In Italy, during the 
Renaissance, a collection of majolica signified 
wealth; famous sculptors such as Donatello and 
Della Robbia also used it in their works. Many 
Italian towns and cities began to manufacture this 
type of ceramic, including Florence, Urbino, Siena 
and Faenza (from which ‘faïence’, the French 
name for majolica, evolved). 

Is there a classic majolica look? The style 
changes across continents, but jewel-bright tiles 
with enamelled glazes and patterns inspired by 
Islamic and Renaissance art characterise the 
Italian style. In Holland, potters created their own 
version of the genre based on blue-and-white 
Chinese porcelain; it became known as Delftware.

So, how did it become 
popular in the UK? 
Queen Elizabeth I was 
presented with a piece of 
majolica-ware depicting 
the Tower of London in 
around 1600. It wasn’t 
until the Victorian era, 
though, that majolica 

The beautifully patterned tiles in Mariella’s kitchen may be a Sicilian 
speciality, but to understand them you have to travel much further east

Kitchen The wall of Sicilian majolica tiles is the focal point  
of the compact cooking area (try British brand Bert & May  
for similar). The kitchen area has a solid Carrara marble 
workbench and sink, with a sleek industrial-style tap (try  
The Watermark Collection)  Stockist details on p238 ➤
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This page The cushions and stair runner were both designed by the homeowner  
Opposite The railings are inspired by the balconies typical of Palermo. The 

rotating library-style bookcases are a bespoke creation ➤





Bathrooms Carrara marble has been used for this shower  
and basin, to add a luxurious edge. Mirrors hung on the  
walls make both rooms appear more spacious
Bedroom The ceiling is the focus here – it is decorated  
with painted panels that are reminiscent of an old Palermo 
palazzo. The wool cushions were designed by the homeowner 
and the knitted throw was a gift. The vintage lamp was  
found at a local market (try 1st Dibs)  
Opposite A section of the original limestone has been 
deliberately left exposed on one wall in the main bedroom
Stockist details on p238  ED

Contemporary steel beams 
and railings counter the 
inherent rusticity of this 
ancient nunnery, most 
evident in the original rafters
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Living room Designer lighting defines this space, from the ‘Lean’ floor lamp by Jenny Black for Örsjö  
Belysning (try Twentytwentyone) to the ‘265’ wall light by Paolo Rizzatto for Flos, ‘Semi’ pendant  

by Gubi and ‘Muin’ floor light by Brokis. For similar cofee tables, try B&B Italia  Stockist details on p238 ➤



MOOD MAKERS
The owners of this turn-of-the-century apartment  
in The Hague have defined the feel of every space,  
from the grown-up grandeur of the living area  
to the calmness of the bedroom, using colour

Words JO FROUDE 

Photography/Styling JELTJE JANMAAT/HOUSE OF PICTURES



his 85-square-metre, ground-floor apartment in 
Holland’s coastal capital has a darkly dramatic colour 
scheme. But there was nothing theatrical about the home 
when interior architect Jelle Van de Schoor and his partner, 

graphic designer Theo-Bert Pot, moved in five years ago. ‘We both 
work in creative fields and our style is practically identical,’ says 
Jelle. ‘We like the same shops, magazines and houses, which made 
it easy to decide on exactly what shades of paint we wanted.’ 

‘We used our last home as a test house, so before we moved in we 
knew that the palette of grey/green in the living room, anthracite 
blue in the bedroom and black for the kitchen worked,’ Jelle explains. 
The scheme was inspired by the architecture of the surrounding 
city, but also the couple’s favourite hotels in Paris: the contemporary 
Mama Shelter, which has an interior by French designer Philippe 
Starck, and the eternally elegant Hôtel Costes. ‘We love the rich 
colours and materials used in both venues,’ explains Theo-Bert.

Their own apartment has high, ornate ceilings, decorative fireplaces 
and original sliding doors that date back to the building’s 1900 
origins. ‘It has the kind of details that we couldn’t ignore, even if 

‘ WE‘RE SHOPAHOLICS WHEN IT 
COMES TO OUR HOME. WE THINK 
OF THE COLOURS ON THE WALLS 
AS THE BASIS OF OUR LOOK’

Portrait Homeowners Theo-Bert Pot (left) and Jelle Van de Schoor
Living room  Colourful ‘DSR ’ and ‘DSW’ chairs by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra (available at Aram  
Store) and a ‘Super Sputnik’ stool from Sisman are placed around a ‘Tulip’ table by Eero Saarinen for Knoll  
(try SCP). The print above the seating area is by London-based Italian artist Maurizio Anzeri   
Stockist details on p238

T

A LIFE IN COLOUR

Jelle Van de Schoor (above right) 
launched his interior design 
business in early 2015. His work  
is strongly associated with colour.  
‘I start by looking at the orientation 
of a property and where the natural 
light falls. That helps me to decide 
where darker shades will work and 
where walls need to be lighter,’ he 
says. He has used Flexa paint in his 
own house, but also favours Farrow 
& Ball and Little Greene – ‘they 
have beautiful colours that can add 
a sense of heritage and aren’t too 
harsh,’ he says. When it comes to 
creating the perfect homes for his 
clients, he believes that ‘it’s not just 
about their favourite colours or 
what they would like to have in 
their house, but their way of life.  
A home should be comfortable, 
personal and not too perfect’. ➤

we wanted to, but this was a gift when it came to creating a modern look with a classical twist,’ says Theo-Bert.
There are subtle diferences in the application of the couple’s dusky palette throughout the apartment.  

In the bedroom, a dark, enveloping aesthetic is created using anthracite (a custom mix of dark grey and blue 
paint), which sweeps across the walls and ceiling. The same block colour approach, this time with black, produces 
a sense of intimacy in the kitchen. Despite the modest proportions of the space, this bold hue isn’t  overpowering. 
‘People are reluctant to use colour on ceilings because they don’t want the room to appear 
smaller,’ says Jelle. ‘But, often, that doesn’t matter. It can make a place look really cosy.’  
By contrast, in the living room the grey and green walls are lightened by the white details 
of the cornicing on the ceiling and the original skirting boards.

These moody colours are a perfect foil to the duo’s curated collections of furniture, 
artworks and classic designs. ‘We’re shopaholics when it comes to stuf for our home, so 
we’re always changing small pieces in the rooms. We think of the colours on the walls as 
the basis of our look,’ says Jelle. The terracotta pots, bright cushions, and the pops of colour 
added by the mustard yellow and orange ‘DSW’ chairs by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra 
stand out beautifully against the dark background. Artworks are grouped together within 
graphic blocks of colour on the walls, creating the impression of ‘paintings within a painting’. 

‘When you use dark colours in a home, you also need plenty of light areas,’ says Jelle. In 
this apartment, that light is found in the sunroom, which is painted a restful olive green;  
a colour that marks the transition from slickly styled interior to vibrant garden. In this 
apartment, there is a colour to match every mood. jellevandeschoor.nl; @theobert_pot 
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The dining table was made by the 
homeowners. The mixture of chairs 
include the ‘DSR’ by Charles and Ray 
Eames; ‘Panton’ by Verner Panton; 
Arne Jacobsen’s ‘Series 7’ and a wire 
design by Pastoe. Tom Dixon ‘Pleat  
Box 24’ and ‘Beat’ lights hang above  
Stockist details on p238



THE DINING ROOM 
GREY/GREEN
This deep, smoky colour 
looks striking and is 
beautifully ofset by the 
white ceiling and waxed 
white floorboards, which 
accentuate the building’s 
scale and grandeur.  
A darker, custom-mixed  
grey makes a focal point  
of the chimney breast. ➤



Bright cushions, including the 
mustard-coloured ‘Dot’ by Hay, are 
piled on top of the Mooi Muf daybed. 
The cofee table is from &Tradition  
and the rocking chair is the ‘RAR’  
by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra  
Stockist details on p238 



THE SUNROOM
OLIVE GREEN
‘When you use dark colours in a home,  
you need plenty of light points,’ says Jelle. 
Here, the restful olive green of the walls 
highlights the verdant shades of the garden 
outside and the hanging plants indoors. ➤



The butchers block in the kitchen, used  
as a table, is vintage – its aged surface adds 
character to the room. The black wire stool  
is by Pastoe and the gold ‘Note’ table lamp  
is by House Doctor (available from Amara)  
Stockist details on p238



THE KITCHEN 
BLACK
‘This is a dark but friendly 
colour,’ says Jelle, whose 
favourite shade is ‘Of-Black’ 
by Farrow and Ball. The use  
of this hue across the walls 
and the ceiling in the kitchen 
puts a real focus on the 
beautiful marble floor and the 
accessories and tableware 
that fill the space. ➤



Bedlinen in muted shades adds to the restful 
look  – Toast sells similar in the UK. The 
wooden table lamp by the bed is by Taf 
Architects for Muuto (available from Nest)
Stockist details on p238 

‘ PEOPLE CAN BE 
RELUCTANT TO USE 
COLOUR ON 
CEILINGS FOR FEAR 
OF MAKING ROOMS 
APPEAR SMALLER,  
BUT IT MAKES A 
SPACE LOOK COSY‘



THE BEDROOM 
ANTHRACITE BLUE
This indulgent shade  
(a mixture of blue and grey 
designed by the homeowners 
and created by Dulux) 
envelops the room. It creates 
a look that is peaceful and 
beautifully streamlined. ED
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T H I S  MON T H , 
FA L L  I N  L OV E  W I T H . . . 

THE ELEGANT INTERIOR of the National Art Gallery of Singapore’s 
new restaurant, Odette, has been designed by cool British firm 

Universal Design Studio. It is a chalky-white emporium of calm, 
intended to reflect the venue’s refined cuisine. Punctuated by pillars 

referencing the building’s original Corinthian columns, the space  
is decorated with butterfly-like mobiles made from oak, polyfoam, 
brass and paper – a collaboration between Universal Design Studio 

and Singaporean artist Dawn Ng (odetterestaurant.com).





CREATIVE SPACES
This month, discover two new spaces in 
which to experience music and art – one 
in London and another on the Devon 
coast. Plymouth is home to Ocean 
Studios (below; oceanstudios.org.uk), an 
interactive arts centre in a Grade I-listed 
former naval building. It has sea-facing 
studios for artists and designer-makers, 
who all benefit from access to specialist 
workshops, a communal kiln, and the 
chance to sell work in the Ocean Studios 
Etsy store and on-site shop. The centre 
also has an exhibition space, Emerge, which will host 
an ever-changing programme of public exhibitions 
with an open submissions policy. Its inaugural show 
featured works by Grayson Perry and Richard Deacon.

Meanwhile, Sonos Studio London (right;  
studio.sonos.com) is a high-tech converted Shoreditch 
warehouse run by a team that seeks to bridge the gap 
between artist and audience. Sister to the original in 
Los Angeles and designed by Brinkworth (the firm 
behind slick restaurant Dabbous and cult sneaker 
shop Supreme), the music venue has a concert space, 
listening rooms, a cafe, workstations and a programme 
of events and exhibitions. The opening show features 
artworks chosen by eight musicians, accompanied by 
playlists created to accompany each one. 
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THE YEAR OF THE BARD

It is the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death and a wealth of events are taking 
place this year to celebrate the enduring appeal of his writing. But what are the 
highlights? Here are three visually dazzling productions you won’t want to miss.
The Complete Walk, South Bank Thirty seven ten-minute films, one made for 
each play Shakespeare wrote, will be played on a loop on 37 large screens spread 
along London’s South Bank, between Westminster and London Bridge, over St 
George’s weekend in April. The films have been shot on location in far-flung 
corners of the world – from the Egyptian pyramids for Antony and Cleopatra to  
the 15th-century Danish castle of Helsingør for Hamlet and, of course, fair Verona, 
where Shakespeare set many a scene (23–24 April; shakespearesglobe.com).
The Tempest, Sam Wanamaker Playhouse The next few weeks ofer a once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity to see this Shakespeare classic performed in the type  
of theatre for which it was written. The intimate, oak-built Sam Wanamaker 
Playhouse, which adjoins the Globe theatre in London, will be lit by candles  
alone. Book the ‘cheap seats’, a standing slot in the Upper Gallery, for a truly 
authentic experience – and a close-up of the venue’s celestial trompe-l’oeil  
painted ceiling (until 22 April; shakespearesglobe.com).
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Glyndebourne Save up for an evening under the 
Sussex sky at this famous opera festival. The Glyndebourne gardens will provide  
a fittingly bucolic backdrop to a production of Benjamin Britten’s musical take  
on Britain’s favourite Shakespeare play (left, 11–28 August; glyndebourne.com).

Buy this To celebrate its 35th birthday, German publisher Taschen has launched new editions of nearly 100  
of its popular titles for the ‘Bibliotheca Universalis’ art book collection. Described as ‘compact cultural 
companions’, the uniform size and spines of the comprehensive collectors’ versions are designed to encourage the 
reader to start their own library. They’ll certainly look impressive on your bookshelf (£12.99 each; taschen.com).
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D R E S S E D  T O  I M P R E S S

We might have guessed that Erdem’s ethereal aesthetic 
would translate beautifully to a bricks-and-mortar 
boutique. The fashion designer’s first store is housed  
in a handsome red-brick Mayfair building with 
duck-egg-blue front doors. Inside, it feels inviting 

thanks to Philip Joseph, Erdem’s other half and former 
Studioilse design director, who has added lush jewel 
colours, marble floors, exuberant greenery and, 
downstairs, ivy-green velvet sofas. 70 South Audley 
Street, Mayfair, London W1 (erdem.com).
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GARDENER’S WORLD
Rediscover the evergreen genius of historical 
horticulturalist Capability Brown this spring

Who was Capability Brown? Eminent British 
landscape architect Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown 
(1716–1783) designed over 170 parks at grand country 
houses, many of which are still in existence. He 
refined and extended an early 18th-century vogue  
for natural-looking greenery that ousted a long-
standing fashion for formal gardens. He let grass run 
up to the edge of a house, but also carefully crafted 
undulating landscapes and huge lakes. In 1764, King 
George III appointed him master gardener at 
Hampton Court Palace. He earned the nickname 
‘Capability’ because he liked to tell clients that their 
estates’ lands had great ‘capability’ for improvement.
Why is he in the news now? This year sees the 
300th anniversary of his birth. Marking it is the 
Capability Brown Festival, involving the Historic 
Houses Association, the National Trust and English 
Heritage, which maintain many of his gardens. 
Where can I find out more about him? Lots  
of exhibitions are planned as part of the festival, 
including ‘Capability Brown and the Landscape 
Created for Blenheim Palace’ at Blenheim Palace  
in Oxfordshire (until May 2; blenheimpalace.com) 
and ‘Noble Prospects: Capability Brown and the 
Yorkshire Landscape’ at Mercer Gallery in 
Harrogate (until September 11; harrogate.gov.uk). 
Plus, a new recreation of his garden at Belvoir Castle 
in Leicestershire (belvoircastle.com) opens to the 
public for the first time this spring. For information 
on other events, visit capabilitybrown.org. 
Are there any good books on his work? Look out 
for Capability Brown and His Landscape Gardens  
by Sarah Rutherford (National Trust Books, £20), 
published on 14 April. This beautiful tome includes 
photos, historical paintings and garden plans. 

T A K E  T H E  G R A N D  T O U R

Imaginative curators have orchestrated ‘The 
Grand Tour’, an extravaganza of exhibitions 
relating to the famous 17th- and 18th-century 
aristocratic cultural jaunt of Europe. It is 
unexpectedly based not ‘on the continent’, but  
in the Midlands. Historic houses, galleries  
and museums will showcase works of art that 
would have been seen by the intrepid travellers. 
Alongside these will be new pieces by living 
artists that recreate the atmosphere of the Tour. 
Our highlights? Two Canaletto cityscapes of 
Venice ( left) at Chatsworth House and Turner 
Prize-winning artist Simon Starling’s beautiful 
installations at Nottingham Contemporary. 
Until June (thegrandtour.uk.com).

From top Capability Brown’s landscaped gardens at the National Trust-owned mansion 
Croome Court in Worcester. The Capability Brown-designed bridge in the grounds of Burton 
Constable, Yorkshire – this structure, which joined up the existing Elizabethan fishponds  
to create two serpentine lakes, was commissioned by William Constable in 1772
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THE RETURN OF FINE DINING
Amid the continuing popularity of 
experimental eateries and pop-up 
pizzerias, London seems to have regained 
its appetite for grandeur. Complete with 
waiters in bow ties, polished silver cutlery 
and starched white tablecloths, old-school 
establishments are cropping up in 
townhouses from Islington to Kensington. 
We will be making a reservation at north 
London’s Bellanger (1; bellanger.co.uk),  
a grand cafe inspired by the original 
Alsatian brasseries of Paris and furnished 
with bentwood bistro chairs, polished 
brass fittings and claret-coloured wood 
panels. It serves a divine selection of 
classic French dishes such as coq au 
riesling and apricot tartes tropéziennes. 

Elsewhere, Martin Brudnizki has 
designed interiors for two iconic London 
brands. The Ivy Kensington Brasserie 
(4; theivykensingtonbrasserie.com) is 
joining the famed original restaurant and 
its three younger ofshoots, all of which 
debuted in the past year. Plus, Fortnum  
& Mason has opened an all-day eatery 
near its store in St James’s – 45 Jermyn 
St (2; 45jermynst.com) has not the 
signature mint-green of the Queen’s  
own grocer, but a new burnt orange,  
white and pistachio palette. 

Lastly, Mayfair has gained another 
elegant saloon, with a subterranean 
cocktail bar and a classy fuss-free name:  
8 Mount Street (3; 8mountstreet.com). 
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BELIEVE THE TYPE

Typographical pioneer 
Edward Johnston, creator  
of the London Underground 
typeface, is being celebrated 
with new exhibition, ‘Edward 
Johnston: A Centenary of 
the Underground Typeface’ 
at the Ditchling Museum of 
Art & Craft (12 March–11 
September; ditchlingmuseum 
artcraft.org.uk) in East Sussex.  
Johnston’s brief was to draw 
on ‘the lettering of the finest 
periods’ but to create a font 
that belonged ‘unmistakably 
to the 20th century’. His 
design is still in use today.

Further explore the 
wonderful world of fonts with 
four beautiful new books: The 
Evolution of Type (Thames  
& Hudson, £19.95), Alan 
Kitching’s A-Z of Letterpress 
(Laurence King, £16.95), 
graphic-design compendium 
Type: New Perspectives in 
Typography (Laurence King, 
£27.95) and Why Fonts 
Matter (Virgin Books, 
£16.99), which takes a wry 
look at the selling power of 
fonts. Finally, carry a fount  
of font knowledge in your 
pocket with new notebooks  
by 800-year-old Italian 
stationers Fabriano Boutique 
(pictured bottom, from £3.87; 
fabrianoboutique.co.uk). 
Available from its Covent 
Garden store or online, the 
notepads explain the famous 
typefaces Helvetica, 
Garamond and Serif using 
charming illustrations by  
New York Times collaborator 
Steven Guarnaccia.

F R E U D I A N  F L A G S H I P

Bella Freud, designer of much-coveted jerseys emblazoned 
with witticisms and song lyrics, has opened her first shop. 
Like her popular knitwear, the store is super-cool but cosy. 
Designed by Maria Speake of architectural salvage experts 
Retrouvius, it features smoky grey and green walls, dusky 
lighting, and is filled with Freud’s favourite records and 
books. ‘I wanted to create an intimate shopping experience 
with an apartment-like feeling,’ says Freud. ‘A bit like 
stepping into a friend’s place for a cup of tea and leaving 
with her favourite jumper.’ Interiors lovers can also skip 
out of the door with one of her new intarsia-knit cushions 
(top, £160 each), made from super-soft luxurious merino 
wool (49 Chiltern Street, London W1; bellafreud.com).W
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THREE OF THE BEST HOT NEW HOTELS

Enticed by the prospect of spring sunshine, we’re  
planning to visit these stylish new boltholes

CASA MALCA, MEXICO 
Cradled by the craggy 
coastline of Tulum, a town 
known for its Mayan 
temples and megawatt 
sunshine, is this beautiful 
nine-bedroom guesthouse. 
Created by New York 
gallery owner Lio Malca, it 
has wallpaper designed by 
graphic artist Keith Haring, 
poured concrete floors and 
cherry-red velvet sofas.  
The look is more high-
octane glamour than classic 
beachy decor. Double 
rooms from £345, Design 
Hotels (designhotels.com).

PHUM BAITANG, 
CAMBODIA A clutch of 
houses on stilts form Phum 
Baitang, a rural resort 
surrounded by rice-paddy 
fields, fishing villages and 
lush gardens. Its name 
translates as ‘green village’ 
and the vibe is ‘earthy luxe’. 
The huts are made from 
local stone and timber, 
furnished using natural 
materials and antiques. The 
hotel also has a yoga pavilion 
and is only a 15-minute 
drive from Siem Reap 
airport. Double rooms from 
£143 (phumbaitang.com).

UBUD, BALI The Alila 
group continues to expand 
its Indonesian empire with 
new openings this year.  
Our favourite is the hilltop 
Ubud boutique resort.  
The swimming pool’s 
extraordinary view down  
a verdant valley contrasts 
with the contemporary 
architecture (minimalist 
cabin apartments are 
suspended over steep 
drops) and stylish but 
modest furnishings – think 
warm wood and terracotta 
tiles. Double rooms from 
£145 (alilahotels.com).

O N C E  U P O N  
A  T I M E ,  N O T  
S O  L O N G  A G O…

There are few adults who don’t have  
a special place in their hearts for the 
creations of Smallfilms. From the outer 
space-dwelling Clangers to the sleepy, 
slightly saggy feline known as Bagpuss,  
this production company is behind some  
of TV’s best-loved animations. A new 
retrospective at the V&A’s Museum of 
Childhood ‘The Clangers, Bagpuss & Co’ 
will show archive footage, sets and 
storyboards, as well as a recreation of Peter 
Firmin and Oliver Postgate’s studio. ‘The 
duo’s work encouraged children to look at 
the world with curiosity,’ says curator Alice 
Sage. ‘Oliver’s distinctive voice as narrator 
never spoke down to their young audience.’  
19 March–9 October (vam.ac.uk).

HOME ADVANTAGE

The notion of home is explored in Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park’s latest show, ‘At Home’. The 
inaugural exhibition at its new Bothy Gallery 
(previously home to the site’s head gardener) will 
house works exploring domestic life and spaces  
by artists including Yoko Ono, Gary Hume, Richard 
Hamilton and Damien Hirst. The star of the show  
is Roger Hiorn’s installation ‘Seizure’ (above),  
a sparkling blue crystal labyrinth created by 
drenching a south London council flat in copper 
sulphate (19 March–3 July; ysp.co.uk).
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The new interiors consultancy service set to revolutionise the world of commercial property development

st y leconsul tancy@el ledecorat ion.co.uk

The Greenwich Peninsula Marketing Pavilion for Knight Dragon Developments, February 2016



pied-à-terre style apartments to chambers with bunk beds. Mid-
century design and Thonet chairs mix with oversized house plants 
and secondhand books, adding to this venue’s unique charm (9 rue 
Frochot; doubles from £170, Design Hotels; designhotels.com).
The must-visit cafe ‘I’m going to open a literary cafe. Everything 
will be cooked under my supervision. There’s only one way to 
make a good lemon pie, you know,’ said George Whitman, founder 
of legendary Paris bookshop Shakespeare And Company (3), in 
1968. Although Whitman died in 2011, his daughter Sylvia has 
finally managed to make this dream come true.  The cofee shop 
sits next door to the famous bookstore on the Left Bank and 
serves hot drinks, light lunches and soon ‘A Moveable Feast’ – 
picnic baskets filled with delicious treats to be eaten beside the 
Seine (2 rue Saint-Julien le Pauvre; shakespeareandcompany.com).
Where to shop French fine crystal brand Baccarat has opened  
a clutch of new boutiques around the world; the most beautiful 
one, we think, is in its own capital city (4). Crystal chandeliers 
twinkle in each window of the townhouse’s four floors. Designed 
by architects Gilles & Boissier, each level is more glamorous than 
the last. The materials used, including burnished brass and 
stainless steel, were chosen specially to reflect the crystal’s 
beautiful sparkle (79 Faubourg; baccarat.com).

The museum to visit Thanks to the afection in which the world 
holds France’s most famous sculptor, Musée Rodin (1) was in 
desperate need of some care before closing for renovation three 
years ago – the volume of traic since it opened in 1919 had left 
the parquet flooring worn and the rococo ceilings crumbling.  
A £12 million restoration project has transformed the mansion 
that once served as Rodin’s home and studio. Period detailing has 
been revived, the artist’s living quarters recreated, and 6,600 
works of art installed in spaces with specially created colour 
schemes by Farrow & Ball (79 rue de Varenne; musee-rodin.fr).
The places to stay A cool, afordable hotel has opened its doors 
alongside the five-star grandes dames of the distinguished 8th 
arrondissement. Amastan Paris sits on a quiet street and  
is beautiful inside: walls painted in neutral hues are ofset by  
a petrol-blue parquet floor, marble tiling, a library wall and a 
tapestry designed by Jan Kath (34 rue Jean Mermoz; doubles 
from £224; amastanhotels.com). Meanwhile, the residents of 
Pigalle in the north of the city have been collectively commissioned 
to help create a landmark hotel in a neoclassical building. Local 
businesspeople, including a newspaper vendor, a baker, a vintage 
furniture supplier and a beer brewer, have contributed to the 
launch and running of Le Pigalle (2), whose rooms range from 

LIVE LIKE A PARISIAN
A host of new cultural gems are attracting visitors to the French capital. Here’s how to enjoy them in style

2

43

1
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H I T S  O F  T H E  5 0 S

New book ‘Domus 
1950–1959’ (Taschen, 
£12.99) showcases one  
of the most exciting 
decades in design history 
through the graphically 
arresting pages of 
influential design 
journal ‘Domus’, 

founded by legendary Italian architect 
Giò Ponti. Highlights include Le 
Corbusier’s plans for the United 
Nations headquarters in New York, 
furniture by Charles and Ray Eames 
and ceramics by Ettore Sottsass. 

BUILDING A GREENER FUTURE

Two recent of-grid architecture projects prove the potential of eco design. Icelandic practice PK Arkitektar (pk.is) has created  
20 eco-friendly cottages with garden roofs (above, right) that perfectly blend into the wild surrounding landscape. The really clever  
bit? They’re all heated using geothermal energy from the island’s natural resources, so each one is carbon neutral. Meanwhile,  
on the rocky shores of Maine in the northwest of the US, local architecture firm GO Logic (gologic.us) has produced three 
prefabricated micro cabins (above, left). Their light timber structures hover on stilts, so as not to damage their hillside location. 

MEET THE MAVERICKS

Don’t miss two exciting exhibitions this 
month, both exploring architecture’s 
original thinkers and rule breakers. The  
Royal Academy of Art’s ‘Mavericks: 
Breaking the Mould of British 
Architecture’ highlights 12 nonconformist 
architects from the 16th century to the 
present day – including Sir John Soane, 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh, James Wyatt 
and Zaha Hadid. The installation will be  
on display in a striking setting designed  
by Scott-Whitby Studio and accompanied  
by a series of events, talks and debates 
(until 20 April; royalacademy.org.uk).

Meanwhile, at London’s RIBA, 
‘Creation from Catastrophe: How 
Architecture Rebuilds Communities’ 
takes a closer look at the opportunities  
for radical redesign after major disasters  
in towns and cities. The display features 
ten tragic events in world history, from  
the fires that ravaged Chicago in 1871  
to the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake in Japan,  
with an array of drawings, photographs, 
films and models documenting how  
the areas were redeveloped. Also, to 
commemorate the Great Fire of London, 
which devastated the capital 350 years  
ago, the five original plans for the 
rebuilding of the city have been pulled 
from RIBA’s archive for the first time  
(until 24 April; architecture.com).

From top London’s Pantheon, 
designed by James Wyatt (1772). 
The Floating School, part of the 
regeneration of Makoko, Lagos

ARCHITECTURE
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MUSIC TO OUR EARS
Three new concert halls around  
the world that are giving us all 
something to sing about

PHILHARMONIE DE PARIS, PARIS
At the beginning of this year, French architect 
Jean Nouvel boycotted the inauguration of  
his very own building, claiming it was 
‘unfinished’. Despite his reservations, the new 
structure (left) looks very impressive and has 
been described as a ‘spaceship crash-landing  
on the edge of Paris’, thanks to its vast scale and 
sci-fi style exterior. The 2,400-seat concert hall 
rises in a zigzag and is clad with interlocking 
bird-shaped aluminium tiles (left, bottom).  
It also boasts an array of meandering walkways 
and balconies, while the interior is curvaceous 
and fluid (philharmoniedeparis.fr).

ELBPHILHARMONIE, HAMBURG
The harbour on Hamburg’s River Elbe is set  
to have a shining new glass-and-steel building 
designed by Swiss architects Herzog & de Meuron 
(the practice behind the new extension at 
London’s Tate Modern, opening later this year). 
The Elbphilharmonie (above), which has a 
canopy resembling a series of sails, will sit atop an 
original red-brick warehouse built in 1963 by the 
late German architect Werner Kallmorgen. It will 
house three concert halls, a hotel and apartments. 
Due to open January 2017 (elbphilharmonie.de). 

DAVID GEFFEN HALL, NEW YORK
Architectural masters Philip Johnson, Wallace 
Harrison and Eero Saarinen have all designed 
performance venues in Manhattan’s Lincoln 
Center. Home to the New York Philharmonic, 
David Gefen Hall (once known as Avery Fisher 
Hall), created by American architect Max 
Ambramovitz, is set for a long-overdue overhaul 
by Heatherwick’s Studio and Canadian practice 
Diamond Shmitt. The new interior is planned  
to reopen in 2019 (lincolncenter.org).
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What inspired you to become an architect? 
When I was 17, I read a book about Mies van der 
Rohe’s Barcelona Pavilion, which was designed  
in 1929. It wasn’t just the beauty of the building 
that struck me, but the way the author discussed 
architecture in artistic terms. I hadn’t thought  
of it as a career until that moment. 
What has been your favourite project? ‘A House 
For Essex’ (1). It was the first opportunity I had  
to design a house from scratch and to work with 
Grayson Perry. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
collaboration – it was remarkably straightforward.
What does the word ‘home’ mean to you? My 
own home is a place to experiment with ideas and 
have fun with decoration. I live in the Barbican 
Centre and it’s inspiring to spend time in an 
environment that has been so carefully designed. 
You can see the attention to detail in everything 

from the door handles  
to the layout of the flats.
How would you describe 
your aesthetic? I love 
both Brutalism and Arts 
& Crafts. I can appreciate 
the bush-hammered 
concrete of somewhere 
like the Barbican and an 
oak-panelled inglenook 
in a house designed by 
Charles Voysey. If I’m 
trying to do anything, it’s 
to allow these styles to 
exist together [Holland’s 

mix of classic and contemporary is evident in the 
façade of FAT’s Grote Koppel building, 2].
What’s your ideal project? I’d love to have a 
crack at suburbia – really good suburban housing  
is under-appreciated. I am also interested in rural 
housing. At Ordinary Architecture we’re working 
with a community in Wiltshire, building homes at 
the edge of their village. There’s a lot of scope for 
this kind of approach in architecture, where people 
have more influence on their environment.
What is your favourite room? Something very 
personal, like a study or a private library. But  
a house can be a sequence of individual rooms  

or a more flowing composition. FAT’s proposed 
beach house in Folkestone (left) is very informal, 
with rooms loosely arranged around a shingle 
courtyard, reflecting a casual seaside lifestyle. 
Is there a building in the world that you wish 
you had designed? The house Robert Venturi 
created for his mother in Chestnut Hill, 
Philadelphia (3) is pretty much perfect. It 
combines intellectual interest and radicalism, 
fusing comfort with 20th-century artistic design. 
If you weren’t an architect, what would you be? 
Tragically, I’ve never thought of being anything else.
ordinaryarchitecture.co.uk

ASK AN ARCHITECT CHARLES HOLLAND

‘I’d love to have a crack at 
suburbia – I think really  
good suburban housing  
is under-appreciated’

Co-founder of 
London-based  

practice Ordinary 
Architecture, Charles 

Holland is a writer, 
lecturer and former 

director of now-
disbanded practice 

FAT – the creators of 
Grayson Perry’s  

‘A House for Essex’

Escape | ARCH ITECTURE
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STRAWBERRY HILL HOUSE is the best example of Gothic Revival 
architecture in Britain today. In order to understand it, you need 
to first understand its original owner. Horace Walpole, Fourth Earl 
of Orford (1717–1797) was the youngest son of 
British Prime Minister Sir Robert Walpole. He 
studied at Eton and the University of Cambridge 
and, like his father, went into politics. Known  
as a flamboyant individual, Walpole was also 
famous for his gossipy correspondence (later 
published in 48 volumes), in which he revealed 
the decadent lives of Georgian aristocrats. At 
that time, a house of splendour was necessary 
to cement one’s status, and Strawberry Hill, 
Walpole’s creation, is certainly that.

In 1747, Walpole began searching for a place 
to call home, settling on a site called ‘Chopp’d 
Straw Hall’ on the banks of the Thames in fashionable Twickenham 
(Richmond Palace, Hampton Court and the home of illustrious 
poet Alexander Pope were all close by). On the original site there 
were a few small cottages, but Walpole wanted something much 

grander. He was inspired by the Gothic arches and pinnacles of his 
alma mater, King’s College, Cambridge, and by Lord Burlington’s 
pioneering Neo-Palladian Chiswick House nearby. ‘I give myself  

a Burlington air and say that as Chiswick House 
is a model of Grecian architecture, Strawberry 
Hill is to be so of Gothic,’ Walpole said.

The house was to be theatrical and gloomy, 
like a medieval cathedral. Walpole enlisted  
a team of designers and builders, including 
fellow Cambridge alumnus James Essex, to link 
the original cottages together into one structure. 
Strawberry Hill was finally finished in 1776: its 
arched windows, gilded plaster ceilings and 
ornate sculptures made it a popular tourist 
attraction even at the time, when it swam against 
the tide of Georgian neoclassical taste. Walpole 

wrote The Castle of Otranto at his new home – generally regarded 
as the first gothic novel, it later inspired Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 
Strawberry Hill House is open to the public until November 2016.  
268 Waldegrave Road, London TW1 (strawberryhillhouse.org.uk)

ARCHITECTURAL ICON STRAWBERRY H I L L  HOUSE,  LONDON

Horace Walpole’s Gothic marvel, overlooking the banks of the River Thames
Words JAMES WILLIAMS
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&Tradition (andtradition.com)
1st Dibs (1stdibs.com)
Abbott & Boyd  
(abbottandboyd.co.uk)
Agresti (agresti.com)
Amara (amara.com)
Another Country  
(anothercountry.com)
Aram Store (aram.co.uk)
Armani Casa (armanicasa.com)
Arte (arte-international.com)
Artemide (artemide.com)
Atelier Areti (atelierareti.com)
Atelier Cornevin  
(maisoncornevin.com)
B&B Italia (bebitalia.com)
Baccarat (baccarat.com)
Basin UK (basinuk.co.uk)
Bauwerk Colour  
(bauwerkcolour.co.uk)
Baxter (baxterlondon.net)
Beauregard Paris  
(beauregardparis.com)
Begg & Co (beggandcompany.com)
Bella Freud (bellafreud.com)
Bert & May (bertandmay.com)
Besana (besana.it)
Bodie & Fou (bodieandfou.com)
Botany (botanyshop.co.uk)
Brokis (brokis.cz)
Broste (brostecopenhagen.com)
Brook Sigal (brooksigal.com)
Cappellini (cappellini.it)
Caravane (caravane.fr)
Carl Hansen & Søn  
(carlhansen.com)
Casamania (casamania.it)
Cassina (cassina.com)
Ceccotti (ceccotticollezioni.it)
Chaplins (chaplins.co.uk)
Claremont Furnishing  
(claremontfurnishing.com)
Classicon (classicon.com)
Clippings (clippings.com)
Cole & Son (cole-and-son.com)
Colefax and Fowler (colefax.com)
Cos (cosstores.com)
Couverture & the Garb Store 
(couvertureandthegarbstore.com)
Cox & Cox (coxandcox.co.uk)
CP Hart (cphart.co.uk)
Créations Métaphores  
(creations-metaphores.com)
Danskina (danskina.com)
Daulby and Tickle  
(daulbyandtickle.co.uk)
Dedar (dedar.com)
Desalto (desalto.it)
Designers Guild  
(designersguild.com)
Dornbracht (dornbracht.com)
Dulux (dulux.co.uk)
Dyke & Dean  
(dykeanddean.com)
E15 (e15.com)
Earthborn  
(earthbornpaints.co.uk)
Eico (eico.co.uk)
Emery & Cie (emeryetcie.com)
Erdem (erdem.com)
Eyespy (eyespystore.co.uk)

Fabriano Boutique  
(fabrianoboutique.co.uk)
Fabula Living (fabula-living.dk)
Farrow & Ball (farrow-ball.com)
Fendi Casa  
(luxurylivinggroup.com)
Ferm Living (fermliving.com)
Fired Earth (firedearth.com)
Floor Story (floorstory.co.uk)
Flos (flos.com)
Flou (flou.it)
Flow Gallery (flowgallery.co.uk)
Fontana Arte (fontanaarte.com)
Førest London (forestlondon.com)
Fortuny (fortunyshop.com)
Foscarini (foscarini.com)
Fox Linton (foxlinton.com)
Fragments (fragments-paris.com)
Francesca’s Paints  
(francescaspaints.com)
Frédéric Malle (fredericmalle.com)
French Connection  
(frenchconnection.com)
Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com)
Galbraith & Paul  
(galbraithandpaul.com)
Gam Fratesi (gamfratesi.com)
George Smith (georgesmith.co.uk)
Get Projecteo (getprojecteo.com)
Golran (golran.com)
Goodhood London  
(goodhoodstore.com)
GP & J Baker (gpjbaker.com)
Grace & Thorn  
(graceandthorn.com)
Gubi (gubi.dk)
Habitat (habitat.co.uk)
Harlequin (harlequin.uk.com)
Harrods (harrods.com)
Harto (hartodesign.fr)
Haus (hauslondon.com)
Hay (hay.dk)
Heal’s (heals.com)
Hem (hem.com)
Hermès (hermes.com)
Holly’s House (hollys-house.com) 
House Doctor (housedoctor.dk)
Iittala (iittala.com)
Ikea (ikea.com)
Incipit (incipitlab.com)
Jali ( jali.co.uk)
Jane Churchill  
( janechurchill.com)
John Lewis ( johnlewis.com)
Jonathan Adler  
( jonathanadler.com)
Kalk Litir (kalklitir.com)
Karin Sajo (karinsajo.com)
Kartell (kartell.com)
Kelly Wearstler  
(kellywearstler.com)
Klaus Haapaniemi & Co  
(klaush.com)
Knoll (knoll.com)
Knot Rugs (knotrugs.com)
Kravet (kravet.com)
Kulchi (kulchi.com)
Larusi (larusi.com)
Lassco (lassco.co.uk)
Lema (lemamobili.com)
Liberty (liberty.co.uk)

Ligne Roset (ligne-roset.co.uk)
Little Greene (littlegreene.com)
Living Divani (livingdivani.it)
Liz Nilsson (liznilsson.com)
Loaf (loaf.com)
L’Objet pour Fortuny  
(l-objet.com)
Longhi (longhi.it)
Louis Poulsen (louispoulsen.com)
MA/U Studio (maustudio.net)
Made in Ratio (madeinratio.com)
Magis (magisdesign.com)
Manuel Canovas  
(manuelcanovas.com)
Marks & Spencer  
(marksandspencer.com)
Marset (marset.com)
Matthias Kaiser  
(matthiaskaiser.com)
Menu (menu.as)
Minotti (minotti.com)
Mint (mintshop.co.uk)
Molo (molostore.com)
Monologue  
(monologuelondon.com)
Mooi Muf (mooimuf.nl)
Moooi (moooi.com)
Mr Smith’s Letterpress  
Workshop (smithsrules.com)
Mud Australia (mudaustralia.com)
Muuto (muuto.com)
Mylands (mylands.co.uk)
National Gallery  
(nationalgallery.org.uk)
Native & Co (nativeandco.com)
Neisha Crosland  
(neishacrosland.com)
Nest (nest.co.uk)
Nobilis (nobilis.fr)
Normann Copenhagen  
(normann-copenhagen.com)
Octaevo (octaevo.com)
Oka Direct (okadirect.com)
Opium (opiumshop.co.uk)
Orchid Furniture  
(orchidfurniture.co.uk)
Osborne & Little  
(osborneandlittle.com)
Oyuna (oyuna.com)
Parachilna (parachilna.eu)
Pastoe (pastoe.com)
Pentreath & Hall  
(pentreath-hall.com)
Petit Pan (petitpan.com)
Pierre Frey (pierrefrey.com)
Places and Spaces  
(placesandspaces.com)
Please Wait To Be Seated  
(pleasewaittobeseated.dk)
Poligon (poligon.co.uk)
Poltrona Frau  
(poltronafrau.com)
Porada (porada.it)
Promemoria  
(promemoria.com)
Red Edition (rededition.com)
Reiko Kaneko (reikokaneko.co.uk)
Ressource Peintures  
(ressource-peintures.com)
Roberto Cavalli Home Interiors 
(robertocavalli.com)

Robert Welch (robertwelch.com)
Roche Bobois (roche-bobois.com)
Ro-Co (ro-co.uk)
Roll + Hill (rollandhill.com)
Rubelli (rubelli.com)
Sanderson (sanderson-uk.com)
SCP (scp.co.uk)
Selfridges (selfridges.com)
Sé London (se-london.com)
Sicis (sicis.com)
Sigmar (sigmarlondon.com)
Sisman (sisman.de)
Skagerak (skagerak.dk)
Skultuna (skultuna.com)
Skandium (skandium.com)
Society Limonta  
(societylimonta.com)
Space Copenhagen (spacecph.dk)
Stellar Works (stellarworks.com)
Stepevi (stepevi.com)
Studio Vit (studiovit.se)
Sue Pryke (suepryke.com)
Superfolk (superfolk.com)
Superfront (superfront.com)
Swoon Editions  
(swooneditions.com)
Taf Architects  
(tafarkitektkontor.se)
Teo Leo Gallery  
(teoleo-galerie.com)
Terence Woodgate  
(terencewoodgate.com)
The Cold Press  
(thecoldpress.com)
The Conran Shop  
(conranshop.co.uk)
The French House  
(thefrenchhouse.co.uk)
The Handmade House  
(handmadehouse.co.uk)
The London Door Company  
(londondoor.co.uk)
The Rug Company  
(therugcompany.com)
The Solid Wood Flooring  
Company (thesolidwoodflooring 
company.com)
The Watermark Collection  
(thewatermarkcollection.eu)
TH Manufacture  
(thmanufacture.com)
Toast (toa.st)
Tolix (tolix.fr)
Tom Dixon (tomdixon.net)
Trinovante Trading  
(trinovantetrading.epageuk.com)
Trouva (trouva.com)
Tufenkian (tufenkiancarpets.com)
Twentytwentyone  
(twentytwentyone.com)
Urban Cottage Industries  
(urbancottageindustries.com)
Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk)
Visionnaire  
(visionnaire-home.com)
Vitra (vitra.com)
Vola (vola.com)
Wild + Wood  
(wildandwood.co.uk)
Zanotta (zanotta.it)
Zo�any (zofany.com)
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

LOVE YOUR HOME

Love Your Home are experts at what 
they do. In 2008 the company set out to 
deliver beautifully designed and 
well-made sofas and beds at 
competitive prices. Love Your Home 
has decades of expertise and design and 
make all of their product range – they 
live and breathe design and build, they 
are always pushing for perfection. 
The company has an understanding of 
their clients’ needs and as a result 
introduced the Bespoke Service that 
ofers a great and easy solution ensuring 
your piece fits the space it is intended 
for perfectly. 
The Bespoke Service has come to make 
up 48% of their orders as it ofers a 
excellent design tool and is not 
intimidating, but easy to use and well 
worth it. 
Love Your Home has a core collection 
of beds and sofas which is regularly 
updated and can be seen either online 
at www.love-your-home.co.uk or in 
person at their stunning barn 
showroom set in the Surrey Hills, 
45 minutes from London.  

Reader ofer, 15% of (cannot be used in conjunction with any other ofer) for all new orders placed 
by April 30th. Use promo code for online purchases: EDOFFER and quote ED for in-store and 
telephone orders 01483 410 007. 

STYLISH INTERIORS
Design your home this month

Clementine Sofa Bed

ICE COLD CLARITY

Specialising in bedrooms and home oices, all 
Hartleys' fitted and freestanding furniture is 
designed and made specifically to order, with wow 
factor thrown in for free. Remaster your home with 
the help of a designer with 30+ years’ hands-on 
experience in transforming space artfully. 
Enhancing rooms functionally as well as visually to 
provide optimum storage space with creative 
de-cluttering solutions, Hartleys bring a fresh 
perspective to luxurious home interiors. 
Elle Decoration readers qualify for a 10% discount 
on bespoke full room orders commissioned during 
April. Call 01756 700471 for an inspirational 
brochure or visit www.hartleysbedrooms.co.uk

THE HOXTON SOFA BY 

NUASTYLE

Features gorgeous mid-century styling with 
buttoning detail and turned wooden legs; it is 
available in five Sofa and Armchair sizes.
Choose from over 100 fabrics including 
luxurious velvets, classic cottons and faux 
leathers, all at one fantastic price. Free fabric 
samples and free UK delivery. Elle 
Decoration readers get 20% of with discount 
code ELLE20 valid until 31.03.16. RRP £675, 
with discount code: £540, Saving £135. 
www.nuastyle.com or call 020 3394 0134.

BRYONIE PORTER 

Bryonie Porter is an independent company 
producing beautiful, high quality papered 
furniture. We specialise in commissions as 
well as having a great range of pieces for sale 
on our website. We also ofer some fabulous 
children’s furniture, so please visit our 
website. All consultations are free and 
without obligation.
www.bryonieporter.com
07939 522767.



ADVERTISING FEATURE

SCANDINAVIAN SURFACE 

Brand new! Scandinavian Surface 
proudly presents the mural 
'Panorama, grey' from the new 
collection Nordic Moods. 
The design is inspired by old black and 
white photos and discovering the 
nordic landscape seen throug pieces of 
antique, rippled window glass. 
The Panorama design consists of a ten 
metre slightly changing landscape. 
You can choose the part that suits your 
wall. Comes in six colour schemes. 
Have a closer look on the new 
collection at 
www.scandinaviansurface.com 
Scandinavian Surface mural designs 
are to be found in public spaces and 
private homes all over the world. 
The designers are: Åsne Midtgarden, 
Ann-Tove Engenes and Kristine 
Dybwad. Order at www.photowall.
co.uk (or the webshop for your 
country) and check out their 
outstanding customer service!

SWOON EDITIONS

From artisan workshops direct to your doorstep, discover new designs every day without the 
inflated price tag at SWOON EDITIONS. Like the made-to-order Winston sofa, shown here 
in midnight velvet and dark walnut. The iconic chesterfield, updated. Our designer pored 
over every detail from the exaggerated scrolled arms to the feather-filled cushions. Available 
in two sizes and 23 sumptuous textiles. From £1,099, including delivery. Readers also save 
£20 on orders over £200 with voucher code ELLEDECORATION. To order, go to 
swooneditions.com/elledecoration or call 020 3137 2464. Ofer expires on 30.03.16. 

JARRETT FURNITURE

This striking Tegan side chair and 
Tariq table with metal edging, both 
available in a range of finishes can be 
found in the urban glamour collection 
- Tristan from Jarrett Furniture, one 
of seven 2016 contract collections each 
fulfilling a diferent interior trend. 
They also ofer complimentary 
sourcing and procurement to allow for 
more designing time! 
Elle Decoration readers - use code 
elle04 when enquiring for a 
10% discount. 
www.jarrettfurniture.co.uk

STYLISH INTERIORS
Design your home this month
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DORGLAZE ®

VISION PANELS FOR DOORS

NORTH 4 DESIGN LTD

T: 0208 885 4404

NORTH4.COM

vintage style, contemporary edge

www.moseyhome.co.uk

gardenigloo.com

WWW.WOODLIKESFURNITUREDESIGN.CO.UK

W O O D L I K E S

A W A R D  W I N N I N G

F R E N C H  D E S I G N E R

Tivelasi Pottery
HANDMADE CERAMICS

www.TivelasiPottery.com

ANTIQUE CHANDELIERS

 Chandeliers, wall lights and lanterns sourced 
from all over Europe and fully restored by hand. 

Matthew Upham Antiques Ltd
584 Kings Road, SW6 2DX

www.matthewupham.com
020 7731 4444

S A R A H

C H R I S T E N S E N

D E S I G N

WWW.SARAHCHRISTENSENDESIGN.CO.UK
INFO@SARAHCHRISTENSENDESIGN.CO.UK

+44(0) 7811 377011

Plant Box Deliveries and Subscriptions

We do
the hard
work so

you
don't

have to

Your Garden In a Box

www.bloomboxclub.com



GARDEN FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS & RUGS
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Experience the exceptional
Luxury teak and woven furniture makes the perfect complement to your 

conservatory or garden. Ideal for al fresco dining with friends or relaxing 

in the sun. Corido design and manufacture a wide range of classic and 

contemporary furniture and bespoke items to suit distinguished homes.

corido.co.uk | 020 8655 6242Sustainably sourced Grade A Plantation Teak & Woven Furniture

Carved Inscriptions & Plaques

Bespoke Design Service

Teak Garden Benches

Conservatory Furniture

Teak & Woven Dining Sets

Parasols & Cushions

Sun Loungers

Brass Ornaments

HANDMAD E A RT I S A N R UG S
T H AT MA K E A D I F F E R E N C E

at Bookbarn International,Wells Road,
Hallatrow, Bristol BS39 6EX
01761 451 764

www.orientalrugsofbath.com

SPRING CLEANING?
Bring your rugs in!

C L E A N I N G • R E S TO R AT I O N • VA L U AT I O N

SPRING CLEANING?
Bring your rugs in!



GARDEN FURNITURE, SCULPTURES & RUGS
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*T’s & C’s apply.

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR  
CALL 0800 587 6428 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

up to  *

You’ll love what we do

Carpets  I  Blinds  I  Curtains  I Shutters

Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk
                      or call us on 01297 443084

The only swing & bench maker 

licensed by The RHS

See us at 

Chelsea 
Flower 

Show 2016 
Stand 

RHW369

The 

Simon Thomas Pirie 

Contemporary 

Range

INTRODUCING

MADE IN A 

COMBINATION 

OF NATURAL AND 

SCORCHED OAK



FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
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PIERRE JEANNERET

CHANDIGARH

www.fiftiesdesign.com

sofasandstuff.com/sofapronto

0808 178 3211

BERMONDSEY SOFA

in Knebworth Anthracite

£899

The Foxham Sofa/Sofa Bed in Textured Linen Magnesium

Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds

Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk

Luxury 14cm deep
mattresses on all

our sofa beds

Over 35 years
of quality British
craftsmanship

Extensive fabric
and customisation

options

Exceptional value 
compared to the

high street



FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
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HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE,

L IGHTING AND ACCESSORIES

B A X T E R

The reclaimed wood of our

Baxter collection adds a

vintage edge to any space.

W W W. LO M B O K . CO .U K   

2 0 4 - 2 0 8  TOT T E N H A M  CO U RT  R O A D ,  LO N D O N  W 1 T  7 P L

 0 2 0  7 7 3 6  5 1 7 1

PRIMROSE HILL • NOT TING HILL • PARK ROYAL

Discover the new col lec t ions

W W W . G R A H A M A N D G R E E N . C O . U K

For the modern eclectic home

www.eclectdesign.com

020 8299 0261 info@eclectdesign.com



FURNITURE & LIGHTING
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Scottlorenzo.com
Mid century furniture & art work

Tel 07778 668 137
scottlorenzo side table,

Finn Juhl Chieftain Chair



DANISH FURNITURE & KITCHENS
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01282 813235 | esse.com

ESSEs have been tried, tested and trusted across the world for more than 

160 years. Beautifully designed to the last detail, these cast iron range cookers 

are available in a range of sizes, all fuel types and over 20 stunning colours.

ESSE EL13 pictured here in a DeVOL Kitchen.

Crouch End
128 Crouch Hill
London N8 9DY
Telephone 020 8341 2020

Islington
42 Cross Street
London N1 2BA
Telephone 020 7359 4041

www.funktionalkitchens.co.uk



INTERIOR DESIGN, LINEN & FIREPLACES
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Combining modern trends with classic European characteristics, each

BEADBEAD
RR

TT

Beads...Colour...Art
Something different for your Wall

www.bead-art.co.uk

Exquisite hand produced bed linens, table linens

and decorative accents



BATHROOMS & INTERIORS
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THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST.

We have been specialising in making the very fi nest

wooden loo seats for 38 years. Manufactured

entirely in Britain by hand.

Tosca & Willoughby Ltd. Aston Rowant, Oxford. OX49 5ST.

Tel: 01844 353477 or visit our new website at

www.looseats.com

and download or browse our brochure

DESIGN CENTRE, CHELSEA HARBOUR

SAMUEL-HEATH.CO.UK

MADE IN ENGLAND

460 years of combined creative heritage

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605  or go to: www.albionbathco.com

ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

OT&O Home 
Interiors is your 
'one stop shop' 

for iconic African-
inspired home 

accessories

CUSHIONS | RUGS | WALL ART

www.otandohomeinteriors.com

Original Window 
Mirrors for the 

Home and Garden.
Include a Heritage 

piece in your Home.

 
aldgatehome.com 

shop@aldgatehome.com
Tel: 07785 296830

Find unique pieces from London’s best
vintage boutiques and private collections.

www.vinterior.co



The making of a modern classic

# 21. ‘PH Artichoke’ by Poul Henningsen for Louis Poulsen

DESIGN DECODED

That one of the most iconic lighting designs of the 20th 
century took less than three months to create is credit  
to the genius of Danish architect, designer and writer 
Poul Henningsen (1894–1967). In 1957, Eva and Nils 
Koppel, architects based in Copenhagen, approached 
Henningsen to design a series of large statement lights 
for the Langelinie Pavilion, a new glass-and-concrete 
Modernist restaurant in the city’s harbour. Henningsen 
had already achieved success in this field with his ‘PH 
Lamp’ (1925) – a three-tiered pendant produced by 
stylish Danish lighting manufacturer Louis Poulsen. 

Henningsen knew that he needed to design something 
that would grab people’s attention as soon as they entered 
the grand pavilion, yet would also create the ideal 
atmosphere for dining. He took inspiration from his  
‘PH Septima’, a hanging lamp with seven glass shades that 
he’d created in 1927, and expanded on the look, designing  

a pendant light with 12 vertical ribs, to which 72 hand-cut 
leaves (or ‘picket fences’, as Henningsen called them) are 
fixed. The leaves are not just decorative; they also conceal 
the bulb, providing soft, glare-free illumination. To 
further enhance the light’s warm glow, the steel shades 
were lacquered with copper on the outside and coated 
with pink metallic paint on the inside. The design was 
originally given the name ‘PH Kogle’ (the Danish word  
for pinecone) before it became the ‘PH Artichoke’.

For Henningsen, lighting was crucial to any interior. 
‘Everything in a house is unimportant compared with the 
positioning of the lighting,’ he once said. ‘When you look 
into people’s homes in the evenings, you shudder at how 
dismal they look.’ The ‘PH Artichoke’ is still one of 
Henningsen’s most successful creations. Originally 
available in steel and copper, it has recently been launched 
in glass. From £4,900, Skandium (skandium.com). ED

Words JAMES WILLIAMS

THE SEED OF  

AN IDEA

The 72 leaves that 
cover the light’s  
bulb mimic nature  
– the design’s  
original name was 
‘PH Kogle’, Danish 
for pinecone, before  
it later became the 
‘PH Artichoke’.

LEADING LIGHT

The ‘PH Artichoke’  
(right) is perhaps the most  
popular creation by  
Danish lighting designer, 
architect and writer Poul 
Henningsen (below, 
pictured designing  
a ‘Globe’ task light).

DESIGNED FOR 

FINE DINING

To this day the ‘PH 
Artichoke’ is part  
of Copenhagen’s 
Langelinie Pavilion 
restaurant (right), 
the venue for which  
it was originally 
designed in 1957.
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K ITCHENS

Your essential guide to creating the perfect kitchen
 Pages of inspiration, new kit, great tech and the big trends 

 Plus, the complete brand directory









K I T C H E N S

C O N T E N T S
09

N E W S
Original ways to work the hottest trends and the lowdown on this season’s  
kitchen must-haves. Plus, an expert guide to the latest cooking technique

25

T E C H N OL O G Y
App-controlled appliances and gadgets can make your kitchen smarter. Here, we explain  

the cutting-edge products that will revolutionise the way you cook and shop

32

DE TA I L S
Whether you prefer industrial and monochrome or rustic and natural, we have  

the ultimate edit of cookware, kit and accessories to complete your home

40

M Y  DR E A M  K I T C H E N
From stylish tiles to designer worktops, furniture and finishes, four  

tastemakers reveal what they would put in their fantasy rooms

49

I N S PI R AT ION
Step inside the world’s most beautiful kitchens and discover unique, imaginative decorating  

ideas to help you in your next project – plus everything you’ll need to steal their style

86

DI R E C T ORY
Try before you buy: our definitive guide to the best brands and showrooms in the country 

96

S T O C K I S T S
Love something you’ve seen? Find out where to buy it in the kitchen address book

SUBSCRIBE AND JOIN THE ELLE DECORATION VIP CLUB AT ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK

Follow us on Twitter: @ELLEDecoUK Find us on Facebook: ELLE DecorationFollow us on Instagram: @elledecorationuk

5

C
O

V
E
R
 I
M

A
G

E
: 
K
R
IS

TO
FE

R
 J
O

H
N

S
S
O

N



K I T C H E N S

The kitchen is your space for everything from simple suppers to family 
gatherings; raucous evenings to calming cups of tea. Cooking,  

entertaining, working, playing: it all happens here.

As such, renovating your kitchen (and getting it right) can be daunting.  
That’s why we’ve come up with ELLE Decoration Kitchens, our first 

magazine dedicated to everything you need to create your dream space. 

Across the following pages you’ll find the latest trends, time-saving 
technology, top tastemakers’ picks and lots and lots of inspiration.  

And finally, there’s a comprehensive list of the UK’s best brands and 
showrooms, helping you to make all the right decisions. 

Editor-in-Chief  M I C H E L L E  O G U N D E H I N   Deputy Editor  B E N  S P R I G G S  Art Director  T O N Y  P E T E R S 

Art Editor  P H I L I P P E  B L A N C H I N   Junior Designer  E L O I S E  A D L E R   Chief  Sub Editor  C L A R E  S A R T I N   Senior Sub Editor  S A R A H  M O R G A N   

Acting Photography Director  E L I Z A B E T H  W O O D   Photography Assistant  J A M E S  W I L L I A M S 

Decorating Editor  A L E X  K R I S TA L   Decorating Intern  S T E P H A N I E  I L E S

6

P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
K
R
IS

T
O

F
E
R
 J
O

H
N

S
S
O

N
 (
P
H

O
T
O

G
R
A

P
H

Y
),
 J
A

S
M

IN
A

 B
Y
LU

N
D

 (
S
T
Y
LI
N

G
) 
 







SHOPPING • DESIGN • NA MES TO KNOW • TECHNOLOGY • BIG IDE A S

NEWS

FOR MORE STYL ISH K ITCHEN UPDATES,  V IS IT  EL LEDECORATION.CO.UK

FAIR  COPPER
The latest must-have kitchen surface is also one 
of the most traditional: copper. Seen on worktops, 
sinks and door fronts, copper is a practical choice  
as it serves to conduct heat ( handy on the hob)  
and is naturally anti-bacterial and anti-microbial, 
so easy to keep germ-free. This design by Sola Kitchens 
( from £30,000; solakitchens.com) shows just how 
modern this material can look. We also love its nifty 
retractable shelf that disappears at the push  
of a button. Turn to p22 to see more hidden storage.
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FINISHING TOUCHES

Looking for an easier update than 
designer cupboard fronts? These 
legs and handles by established 
Swedish design hacker Superfront 
also work perfectly with Ikea’s 
‘Metod’ kitchens (superfront.com).

M A K E  I T  YOU R  OW N
An Ikea kitchen is a great choice if you want functional design at a low cost, but how  
can you make it more individual? Try these architect-designed cupboard fronts and 
sides from Copenhagen-based firm Reform. Created by three renowned architecture 
studios – BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group), Henning Larsen and Norm – as well as Reform’s 
in-house design team, the clever hacks simply click over the top of existing Ikea ‘Metod’ 
kitchen units – they’ll also fit older ‘Factum’ designs. It’s a complete makeover with 
minimal efort and cost. Take your pick from our favourites, below (reformcph.com).

‘Basis’ cupboard fronts with milled oak handles by Reform, £1,900 as shown

‘Kitchen Hack’ cupboard fronts in veneered oak with nylon  
pull handles by BIG, £4,000 as shown

‘Kitchen Hack’ cupboard fronts in bronzed tombac, smoked oak and fibre concrete 
by Norm Architects, £6,000 as shown

‘Mini Circus’ handles, £13 each;  
‘Miniballs’ handles, £35 each

‘Balance’ lacquered steel and solid brass, 
chrome or copper legs, £20 each

‘Slender Low’ lacquered steel and solid 
brass, chrome or copper legs, £30 each

10  



INSIDER GUIDE SOUS-V IDE COOKING

If you watched the last series of ‘Masterchef’ you’ll be familiar 
with this cooking method of the moment. We asked nutritionist 
Eva Kalinik why you need a sous-vide cooker and how to use  
it to achieve perfect results every time (evakalinik.com).

What exactly is sous vide? Literally translated from the French, sous vide means 
‘under vacuum’. It’s a method that involves sealing ingredients inside an air-tight 
plastic bag and placing them into a water bath; the key benefit is the ability to maintain  
a precise temperature during the entire cooking process.
Why should I be cooking like this? The sous-vide method is particularly efective 
when cooking proteins, such as meat or fish, where timing needs to be more accurate  
– there’s significantly less chance of overcooking your food. Also, unlike boiling and 
other traditional cooking methods where vitamins can leach into the water, sous-vide 
retains more vital nutrients, because the food is sealed in its vacuum-packed bag. Your 
food will take longer to cook, but you can virtually guarantee a perfectly juicy steak  
in one to three hours, as opposed to cooking it on a high-heat.
So, is this just a bit of a foodie fad? Not at all. The practice of wrapping or sealing 
food to cook it has been used for centuries. It is a simple technique that can be recreated 
at home with a few tools. Alternatively, if you want to ensure true perfection, you can 
invest in a state-of-the-art sous-vide cooker and separate vacuum-sealing drawer.

From top ‘400 Series’ oven with sous-vide function by Gaggenau, £5,880, Tisettanta (tisettanta.com). 
‘Generation 6000 EVS 6214 Pure Line’ vacuum-sealing drawer, £2,099, Miele (miele.co.uk)

TOAST OF THE TOWN

Make your mornings a little 
brighter with Dualit’s new ‘Studio’ 
toaster. Not only is it afordable 
and stylish enough to look good  
on any kitchen countertop, it also 
passes the Dualit team’s ‘Crunch 
Test’ – ensuring that every single 
slice is crunchy on the outside and 
deliciously flufy in the middle. 
From £49 for a two-slice toaster, 
John Lewis ( johnlewis.com). 

THE MODERN 

PIPE DREAM

Take a little inspiration 
from this kitchen 
designed by Jamie Blake 
of Blakes London 
(blakeslondon.com) and 
use copper piping to give 
your pendant lights  
a new twist. Blake is  
a big fan of repurposing 
everyday materials and 
creating something new 
and exciting. To mimic 
this look he says you 
would need to bend the 
pipe using specialist 
plumbing tools before 
welding the ends to 
copper screw plates and 
attaching firmly to the 
ceiling. For similar 
characterful exposed 
light bulbs and cables, 
try Factorylux – from 
£66.91 for a bulb, cable 
and fittings (urban 
cottageindustries.com).

Visit now Interior designer Fiona Barratt-Campbell has teamed up with Electrolux Grand Cuisine to create 
kitchens that blend high-end design with cutting-edge cooking appliances. The full range will be on display  
in her showroom in London’s Victoria – it’s the only place to see the ‘Flower Flame’ hob, which cleverly adjusts 
its heat to suit the size of your pan. 12 Francis Street, London SW1 (grandcuisine.com; �c-london.com).
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CONCRETE 

HAS 

EVOLVED
Concrete has become a kitchen favourite, 
but now this industrial material can be 
more colourful and slimline than ever 
before. New coating system ‘Baxab’  
(£138 per square metre) by Topcret  
is a revolutionary type of concrete that’s 
ideal for the floor, as it is virtually 
indestructible. Meanwhile ‘Microcemento’ 
(£98 per square metre), made from 
cement-based resin, can cover most kitchen 
surfaces, from countertops to sinks, with  
a super-thin three-millimetre layer that’s 
just as durable as regular concrete. 
‘Baxab’ and ‘Microcemento’ can both be 
tinted any shade to match your colour 
scheme and are waterproof, heat-, crack- 
and scratch-resistant, too (topcret.co.uk).
From left ‘Microcemento’ in ‘Cement’, ‘Silver’, ‘Copper’ and 
‘Ash Green’, all £98 per square metre, Topcret (topcret.co.uk)
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C O OK  I N  C OL OU R
Why stick to the usual shades of grey and white for your kitchen when it can be as colourful as the ingredients that go into  
your meals? This sunny yellow island by British Standard Cupboards (top right) looks beautiful alongside grey cabinetry,  
creating a look that’s bright and sophisticated (britishstandardcupboards.co.uk). Or, for a more discreet pop of colour,  
try painting the interiors of your cupboards in your favourite hue, such as the cobalt blue shade used in this Martin Moore  
kitchen (top left; martinmoore.com). Be sure to go for a durable paint designed for use in kitchens – try Dulux (dulux.co.uk).

Visit now If you have a period property but yearn for a cutting-edge kitchen, Bulthaup’s recently opened 
showroom in St Albans has the inspiration you need. This unique space is the ideal showcase of classic and  
ultra-contemporary styles. Slick designs by the likes of Vitra, Carl Hansen and Knoll are displayed within  
a beautiful heritage setting. 23a George Street, St Albans AL3 (stalbans.bulthaup.com).  

DESIGN INDUCTION

Caple’s ‘C590i’ is the first induction hob 
of its kind in the UK. Not only is it 
frameless, so sits seamlessly flush with 
your countertop, but the individual 
induction zones or hot plates are 
configured around the control panel in  
a pleasing arc ( left), meaning you’ll no 
longer need to reach over hot pans to get 
to the ones behind. Plus, with anti-
overheat and anti-overflow functions 
that will help you cook like a pro, and  
a child-safety lock ensuring there are no 
accidents, it’s a seriously practical piece 
of kit. £1,845 (www.caple.co.uk).
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T H E  F R E E S TA N DI N G  K I T C H E N
These all-in-one kitchens sit proudly in open-plan spaces like incredibly functional and beautiful pieces  
of furniture. Not only do they save you the time and money involved in mounting units to walls and floors,  
but there are also a vast choice of styles to choose from. Whether you want a professional-grade stainless-steel 
workstation or a modular system that can grow with your space, there’s an option to suit every home.

The ‘Chop & Change’ series by UK-based studio Mette is a 
handmade customisable workbench. Add extra storage, a sink 
and surfaces to create a unique kitchen that’s both sociable and 
functional. Everything is designed to fit together perfectly  
for a unified look. From £5,500 (chopandchangeseries.com).

The ‘Slim’ kitchen is an island system that’s ideal for serious 
cooks with limited space. Created by Italian designers Roberto 
and Ludovica Palomba for Elmar, the unit is super-slim but  
still manages to incorporate a sink, hob and worksurface. From 
£20,000, Laurence Pidgeon (laurencepidgeon.com).

The ‘Salinas’ kitchen by Spanish designer Patricia Urquiola  
for Boi has floor units constructed from tubular metal  
frames and a shelving system from which to hang utensils.  
A hidden ‘trench’ conceals all of your plugs and wires to ensure  
a completely seamless look. From £36,000 (boiuk.com).

The ‘Studio’ kitchen is constructed from up to six steel and 
douglas fir modules that can be assembled to perfectly fit  
your space. The brainchild of Danish design brand Frama,  
it is a beautifully crafted piece of furniture made for ‘cooking, 
creating and living’. From £22,743 (framacph.com). 

  17
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SULTRY 

STONE
Add drama to your kitchen with 
dark stone, which can be used on 
worktops, splashbacks and even 
floors. The tone and texture varies 
greatly, even within a single slab. 
‘Blue Lotus’ marble by Mandarin 
Stone, for example, is enhanced  
by its natural markings, as is 
‘Sensa’ granite by Cosentino. 

Looking for something more 
tactile? Luxury kitchen brand 
Rossanna has developed a 
revolutionary leather-feel finish 
that gives the marble tops of its 
latest designs a soft touch. 
From left ‘Manhattan Honed’ marble, from  
£66 per square metre, Mandarin Stone 
(mandarinstone.com). ‘Vanilla Noir’ quartz, £550 
per square metre, Caesarstone (caesarstone.co.uk). 
Leather-feel marble worktop from ‘DC10’ kitchen, 
from £65,000, Rossana (rossana.it). ‘Sensa’ granite 
in ‘Black Beauty’, £250 per square metre, 
Cosentino (silestone.co.uk)

Kitchens | NEWS
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KITCHEN-SINK DRAMA

Make a statement with an integrated 
sink. The efect can be seamless, such  
as the stainless steel design by Steininger 
(top) or more colourful – the patchwork 
tiles on this Lago sink (centre), part  
of the ‘Made Terraneo’ kitchen, make  
a Mediterranean style statement. Or,  
for a totally luxurious finish, choose  
a sink carved from marble (bottom).

‘Made Terraneo’ kitchen, 
£28,080, Lago (lago.it)

Buy this Sorting your laundry has never been easier thanks to Brabantia’s new stackable laundry boxes.  
They are available in four colours, so you can create your own system – red for colours, grey for delicates,  
black for sheets – and each box has a front opening, so you don’t have to unstack the whole tower to fill them. 
When not being used, they can all be folded up and stored flat. £23.95 each (brabantia.com). 

‘DC10’ kitchen, from £65,000,  
Rossana (rossana.it)

P R I VAT E  DI N I N G
When space is tight, multifunctional designs can create room for storage 
and surfaces that may otherwise be impossible to accommodate. This 
minimal wall-mounted shelving unit, part of Magnet’s smart ‘Innovation 
Plus’ range, not only stores crockery and glassware, but the door folds 
down to become a handy breakfast bar. Your own private table for one,  
it’s the perfect quiet spot to peruse your cookery books while you take  
a tea break. When you’re done, pack the table tidily away and you’ll 
regain that extra floor space. £1,248, Magnet (magnet.co.uk).

‘Slim’ kitchen, £44,486, Steininger  
(steininger-masterpieces.com)

  21

Kitchens | NEWS

P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
S
T
E
F
A

N
O

 A
IT

I 
 



C ON C E A L E D 
K I T C H E N
The key to a minimalist look is clever 
storage, and it doesn’t get much smarter 
than the ‘Form 45’ kitchen by Multiform. 
This ingenious design hides the everyday 
clutter of worktops, appliances and 
cupboards behind ‘pocket doors’ – once 
opened they disappear into a cavity in the 
cabinet so as not to get in your way. With 
white doors and pale wood giving this 
kitchen a distinctly Scandinavian look,  
it’s not just innovative, but stylish, too. 
From £15,000 (multi-form.co.uk).

MORE IDEAS FOR DISCREET STORAGE

To make the most use of the space you have, re-think your cupboards from the inside out and learn some tricks from these clever 
designs. Kitchen company Leicht has turned the oft-overlooked splashback into a storage space with flush sliding doors (left).  
For a simpler fix, fit dividers into your existing drawers (centre) to quickly bring your cutlery and utensils into order, or transform 
your walls using an incredibly slimline shelving unit such as Nolte’s (right), which can be configured to suit your needs

From left ‘Pur FS Topos’ sliding cabinet (sold as part of a whole kitchen) by Enclosure, from £15,000, Leicht (enclosureinteriors.com). ‘ProTech’ drawer  
inserts (sold as part of a whole kitchen), from £13,000, Pronorm (pronorm.de). ‘Wall Panel System’ shelving, £2,500 as shown, Nolte (nolte-kitchens.com)

Kitchens | NEWS

22  

P
IC

T
U

R
E
S
: 
M

E
D

IA
M

ID
 D

IG
IT

A
L 
S
E
R
V
IC

E
S
 G

M
B
H

, 
P
E
T
E
R
 S

C
H

U
M

A
C

H
E
R







M I X E R  M AGIC
To celebrate its 65 years as a kitchen favourite, Kenwood has released its  
iconic ‘Chef Sense’ stand mixer in a range of limited-edition pastel colours.  
The machine’s impressive ‘intelligent control’ technology automatically 
optimises the 1,100-watt motor’s performance to limit mess and perfectly suit 
the task at hand – a bit more power for dense dough, a little less to create a light 
meringue. Plus, with 20 additional attachments available to buy, including  
a meat grinder and blender, it’s a do-it-all device. £450 ( kenwoodworld.com)

KEEP TABS ON 

YOUR GROCERIES

‘Smarter Fridge Cam’ 
This tiny suction-mounted 
camera sits inside your 
refrigerator, allowing you  
to view its contents via  
your smartphone. Simply 
download the app to take  
a  peek inside your fridge 
while you’re at the shops. 
Out June (smarter.am). 

‘Smarter Mat ’ 
Billed as ‘the eyes and ears 
of your kitchen’, this rubber 
pad can tell you how much 
ketchup is left in the bottle 
and whether you’re almost 
out of milk. Place cartons or 
bottles on top of it and the 
built-in weight sensor will 
keep track of the contents, 
notifying the app on your 
phone when you’re running 
low. Out June (smarter.am).

WHISPER-QUIET WASHING

LG’s new ‘Signature’ washing machine has an 
improved suspension system that limits the 
vibrations that cause noise. It also has two 
other ingenious features: fill the detergent 
tank and the washer will automatically add 
the correct amount; and there’s a mini 
washing machine underneath so you can do 
two washes at once. Out summer (lg.com).

NO MORE CRUMBS

Luxury kitchen brand Poggenpohl 
now ofers cabinets with built-in 
vacuum cleaners. Sweep your 
crumbs towards the discreet 
vents at the bottom of your 
cupboards and – whoosh – it is  
all sucked into oblivion. You can 
also add an attachment for 
cleaning harder to reach spots 
(poggenpohl.com).

TECHNOLOGY
W

O
R
D

S
: 
T
O

M
 B

A
IL
E
Y
  
 

25





FEEL THE CHURN

The ‘Butter Mill’ by 
Lakeland puts an end 
to the torment of trying  
to spread cold butter. 
Insert a rock-hard pat, 
twist the mill and it 
produces easy-to-
spread slivers. £12 
(lakeland.co.uk).

GET A HANDLE ON IT

The ‘Pantelligent’ frying pan guarantees 
perfect steaks every time and is probably 
a better cook than you. A sensor in the 
handle monitors the pan’s temperature 
and sets the cooking time. It shares this 
information with an app on your phone 
that tells you when to flip and when  
to serve. £140 (pantelligent.com).

THE HANDS-FREE BIN

Simple Human’s ‘Sensor Bin’ is gesture-
controlled, so you don’t have to touch it. 
Unlike similar models, this bin’s sensor is 
super-smart. It will only open when your 
hand is directly over the lid – meaning 
the cat walking by won’t trigger it – but 
stays open until you walk away, so it 
won’t snap closed while you’re disposing 
of leftovers. £200 (simplehuman.com).

CAFFEINE HIT

Flat white, skinny latte, 
americano? The bean-to-cup 
‘PrimaDonna Elite’ cofee 
machine by De’Longhi 
produces all of those and 
more. But here’s the smart  

bit: it can be 
controlled via  
a smartphone app 
that memorises 
your personal 
tastes, from the 
ideal strength to 
the temperature 
and even the 
milk-to-cofee 
ratio. £1,500 
(delonghi.co.uk). 

W I N  AT  WA S H I N G  U P
Later this year, Whirlpool hopes to launch a connected dishwasher 
that can order its own detergent. In the meantime, we recommend its 
stunning new ‘6th Sense PowerDry’. It requires no pre-rinsing of 
dishes and expels steam, which causes smeary glassware, so that your 
wash comes out bone-dry and sparkling. £645 (whirlpool.co.uk).
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HOTTER THAN THE AVERAGE OVEN

The ‘ProCombi Plus Smart’ oven by Electrolux fuses modern 
steam-cooking techniques with the latest technology, allowing 
you to watch your food cook via an iPad app – tune in to the live 
feed while sat on your sofa. Something burning? You can turn the 
oven down using the app, too. Out April (electrolux.com).

H IGH-T E C H 
T E A  C E R E MON Y
Tea is a civilised drink – much 
more than just dunking a bag  
in boiling water. The ‘Teforia’  
is a tea infuser that aims to do  
the nation’s favourite libation 
justice, extracting maximum 
flavour and extra antioxidants.  
It even lets you control cafeine 
levels. £520 (teforia.com).

The ‘Hiku’ aims to speed up 
your weekly shop. Scan the 
barcodes of the food items  
you need to buy and press the 
button on the ‘Hiku’ to sync  
the info with its shopping list 
app on your phone. Every  
entry is then rearranged  
to match the order 
of the aisles in 
your supermarket. 
It’s due to launch  
in the UK soon. 
£34 (hiku.us).

S HOP  L I K E  A  PR O

ASK THE KITCHEN DJ

The ‘Triby’ by Invoxia is a DAB radio 
and wireless speaker made especially  
for kitchens. Voice recognition means 
you can request songs without putting 
down your knife – ask it to ‘play Adele’ 
and it will search your phone’s music 
library. Also, scribble a note using the 
Triby phone app and it will pop up on 
the radio’s display. £159 (invoxia.com).

Kitchens | TECHNOLOGY
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C O OL E R 
F U T U R E
The capacious 
‘Family Hub’ 
refrigerator by 
Samsung does much 
more than just keep 
your food fresh: it 
features a large 
Wi-Fi-connected 
touchscreen that 
allows you to order 
groceries online, 
search the web for 
new recipes and 
even see what’s 
inside the fridge 
without opening  
the door, thanks to  
a built-in interior 
camera. £3,500 
(samsung.com/uk). 

GO LOW AND SLOW

Anyone who watched The Great British Bake Of will be aware of the magic 
powers of a proving drawer. This ‘Sous Chef Warming Drawer’ by Miele is also 
ideal for dough, but its real talent is low-temperature cooking – if you have  
the time, this will create incredibly succulent meat. £1,000 (miele.co.uk). 

STYLE ON TAP

Zip’s popular ‘HydroTap G4’ now comes in fresh new 
looks. Anyone wanting instant filtered boiling, chilled 
or sparkling water can choose from three new designs: 
the sleek ‘Arc’, modern ‘Cube’ (below) or minimalist 
‘Elite’. Perfect for those who demand the crisp, clean taste 
of highly filtered water and want a tap that looks great 
as well as being smart. From £2,999 (zipwater.com/uk).

Buy this The ‘Deebot M8’ is a clever cleaning robot that navigates your home using sensors. As well as 
vacuuming, this multi-talented device can also use its onboard water tank and suds to scrub your kitchen floor  
to a streak-free shine. It’s ideal for hard floors, laminate, tiles and carpets and, using the remote control, you 
can easily switch between cleaning modes. It’ll even head back to its port to recharge. £500 (ecovacs.com).

Built under the watchful eye 
of chef Heston Blumenthal, 
‘The Boss To Go’ by Sage is  
a blender and takeaway 
tumbler that resembles a 
NutriBullet’s smarter brother. 
Its 800-watt motor promises 
a blend that’s up to 42 per  
cent finer than other models, 
resulting in lump-free 
smoothies that’ll give your 
morning a boost. £129, John 
Lewis ( johnlewis.co.uk).

B L E N D  L I K E  A  B O S S
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1 ‘Elan Vital ELV74’ tap by Susan Fredman Design Group, £1,576, The Watermark Collection (thewatermarkcollection.eu)  2 Jars, £28 for two, Muubs (muubs.com)  
3 Roasting pot, £113, La Trésorie (latresorerie.fr)  4 Iron trivet, £22, Bloomingville (bloomingville.com)  5 Saute pan by Mauviel, £62, Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)  

6 Scales, £73, Borough Kitchen (boroughkitchen.com)  7 Planter, £18, Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)  8 Griddle, £30, Labour and Wait (labourandwait.co.uk)  9 Scissors, £6, 
Workshop (workshopliving.co.uk)  10 Pendant light, £460, Københavns Møbelsnedkeri (kbhsnedkeri.dk)  11 Pendant light by Jens Fager, £95, Muuto (muuto.com)  

Backgrounds, from top ‘Statuario’ porcelain, £210 per square metre, Florim (florim.it). ‘Ossido Nero’ tile, £320 per metre, Laminam (laminam.it) ➤

DETAILS

HEAV Y METAL  STARS
From cast-iron cookware to industrial details, this style is all about choosing hardwearing pieces.  
Take your lead from professional kitchens and show that you don’t compromise when it comes to utility
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DETAILS

NATUR AL  SELECT ION
Update the country kitchen aesthetic with these accessories, which all celebrate the beauty  
and versatility of wood. From the hob to the table, there’s a place for timber in your home
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1 Salad servers, £18, Muubs (muubs.com)  2 Glass jar, from £9.99, H&M (hm.com)  3 ‘Nambu’ cast-iron kettle by Makoto Koizumi, £250, Native & Co  
(nativeandco.com)  4 Mini chopper and bowl, £20, La Trésorerie (latresorerie.fr)  5 Rolling pin, £62, Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)  6 Paring knife, £8.30, La Trésorerie 
(latresorerie.fr)  7 Japanese earthenware casserole pot, £95, Workshop (workshopliving.co.uk)  8 Glass and bamboo pot with spoon, £23 for a pair, Bloomingville 

(bloomingville.com)  9 Taupe storage jar with wood lid by Nelson Sepulveda, £20, Oggetto (oggetto.com)  10 ‘Plank’ round chopping board, £98, Fort Standard 
(fortstandard.squarespace.com)  11 Ash trivet by Superfolk, £70, Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com)  12 Steamer set by Jia, £153, Roxxor International 
(roxxor-international.com)  13 Japanese palm brush, £14, Momosan (momosanshop.com)  14 Kitchen paper stand by Bloomingville, £18, Amara (amara.com)  

15 ‘Plane’ serving board, from £50, Temper Studio (temperstudio.com)  Backgrounds, from top ‘Crema Orcia’ stone tile, £250 per square metre, Salvatori  
(salvatori.it). ‘Pico’ tile by Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec, £120 per square metre, Mutina (mutina.it) ➤
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DETAILS

THE  GLEAM SCENE
Who says the kitchen’s not for opulence? These shining examples of style and substance will make even 
the most mundane of tasks feel a little more luxe. Polish to a fine gleam or embrace the weathered look
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1 ‘Bitra’ hanging rail, £58, Rowen & Wren 
(rowenandwren.co.uk)  2 Grater, £9.95, 
Bloomingville (bloomingville.com)   
3 Japanese brass ladle, £77, Artilleriet 
(artilleriet.se)  4 Brass salad server, £38 
for a pair, Ferm Living (fermliving.com)   
5 Straining set, £49 for set, Bloomingville 
(bloomingville.com)  6 Copper ladle by 
Mauviel, £75, Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)   
 7 Roasting tin by Mauviel, £212, 
Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)  8 ‘Sun’  
trivet by Oji Masanori for IFJ  
Holdings, £55, Twentytwentyone  
(twentytwentyone.com)  9 Spoons,  
£52, Ferm Living (fermliving.com)   
10 Knife block, £64, House Doctor 
(housedoctor.dk)  11 Brass measuring  
cup, £20, Ferm Living (fermliving.com)   
12 Plant pots by Monica Förster for 
Skultuna, £50 each, Skandium  
(skandium.com)  13 ‘Circus Mini’  
brass handles, £13 each, Superfront  
(superfront.com)  14 Pendant light,  
£80, French Connection 
(frenchconnection.com)  15 Clock,  
£47, House Doctor (housedoctor.dk)   
Backgrounds, from top Aged patina 
brass, £130 per square metre, Metal 
Sheets (metalsheets.co.uk). ‘Prestigo’  
porcelain stoneware in Pulpis, £59  
per square metre, Refin Ceramiche  
(refin-ceramic-tiles.com) ➤
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1 Porcelain mixing bowl, £106, Mud Australia (mudaustralia.com)  2 ‘Exes’ tile, from £29, By Lassen (bylassen.com)  3 Saute pan, £110, Crane Cookware 
(cranecookware.com)  4 Boards, from £123 each, and 5 ‘Enamel Splatter’ ladle, £8, both Artilleriet (artilleriet.se)  6 ‘Julie’ serving pot, £33, Bloomingville 

(bloomingville.com)  7 ‘Groove’ trivet by Hallgeir Homstvedt, from £31.50, Muuto (muuto.com)  8 Ceramic citrus squeezer by Anna Wadle, £24, Artilleriet  
(artilleriet.se)  9 White citrus squeezer, £13, Dyke & Dean (dykeanddean.com)  10 Spoon by Ellen Cole, £12.79, Serax (serax.com)  11 Roasting pan, £27, Dyke & Dean 

(dykeanddean.com)  12 Peeler by Prince Kogyo for Metrocs, £29, Goodhood London (goodhoodstore.com)  13 Colander by Riess, £25, Workshop  
(workshopliving.co.uk)  14 Grater by Prince Kogyo for Metrocs, £33, Goodhood London (goodhoodstore.com)  15 Quilted mat, £18, Lindsey Lang (lindseylang.co.uk)  

16 Metal rack, £89, Ferm Living (fermliving.com)  17 ‘Sweeper and Funnel’ by Jan Kochański for Menu, £49, Nest (nest.co.uk)  Backgrounds, from top ‘Bamboo’ 
stone tiles, £210 per square metre, Salvatori (salvatori.it). ‘Star Queen’ surface by Marcel Wanders, from £300 per metre, Hi-Macs (himacs.eu) ED

DETAILS

MAKE IT  MONOCHROME
No finish is more supremely chic than matt black. Team slick cookware and  
utensils with dashes of pattern for a scheme that simmers with confidence
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1 ‘Banco’ kitchen by Luca Meda, 
£25,000, Molteni Dada (molteni.it)
2 ‘Starling’s Egg’ absolute matt 
emulsion, £19.25 for one litre, Little 
Greene (littlegreene.com)
3 ‘Nespresso Pixie’ automatic cofee 
machine by Krups, from £90, John 
Lewis (johnlewis.com)
4 ‘VSTQ72-2’ stainless-steel sink, 
£350, Smeg (smeguk.com)
5 ‘Rainbow’ salad bowl, £150, The 
Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk)
6 ‘Green Glazed Daroca’ tile, £192  
per square metre, Bert & May 
(bertandmay.com)
7 ‘Lundy’ light by Urban Electric 
Company, £1,250, And Objects 
(andobjects.com)
8 ‘Power Flex’ induction hob, from 
£1,275, Miele (miele.co.uk)
9 ‘CH338’ table by Hans J Wegner  
for Carl Hansen & Søn, £2,958, Utility 
Design (utilitydesign.co.uk)
10 ‘CK 1000’ cabinet knob in  
polished nickel, from £85,  
SA Baxter (sabaxter.com)
11 ‘ICBBI-36UFD’ fridge/freezer, 
£12,600, Sub-Zero & Wolf  
(subzero-wolf.co.uk)
12 Henry Rosengren Hansen stool 
– for similar try 1st Dibs (1stdibs.com)

‘I’M NOT A FAN OF DISPLAYING  
UTENSILS. I’D ACCESSORISE WORKTOPS 
WITH MID-CENTURY PIECES’ MARTIN BRUDNIZKI

MY DREAM KITCHEN
Presented with an unlimited budget and the freedom to splash the cash, what would you buy? We asked 
four tastemakers to share the products and finishes that would sit at the heart of their fantasy home
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M A RT I N  BRU DN IZ K I,  I N T E R IOR  DE SIGN E R

T IMELESS  STYLE
Swedish-born Brudnizki, the man who made the 
antiquated Academicians’ Room at the Royal 
Academy sexy, is one of London’s most admired 
and popular interior designers. With stellar 
restaurant clients ranging from The Ivy  
to Dean Street Townhouse and Scott’s, he knows  
a thing or two about food-focused spaces. ‘I don’t 
like blank, minimalist work surfaces,’ he says.  
‘I believe a kitchen should be used.’ So, what  
would his own look like? A mix of art and function.

Cabinets ‘I’d have a freestanding kitchen from 
Molteni Dada (1), plus “CK 1000” cabinet knobs in 
polished nickel (10) by SA Baxter (sabaxter.com) 
Worktop ‘No question about it – marble.’ 
Taps ‘I’ve worked with Waterworks a lot, even 
designing a bespoke range of taps with them for  
a new residential development called 45 East 22nd 
Street in New York (waterworks.com).’
Appliances ‘I would choose a “Power Flex” 
induction hob (8), a fridge/freezer by Sub-Zero  
& Wolf (11) and a stainless steel sink by Smeg (4).’
Lighting ‘The “Lundy” light (7) is part of my 
collection for the Urban Electric Company. It’s an 
elegant interpretation of a simple factory pendant.’
Furniture ‘Hans J Wegner designed some 
wonderfully simple, light and practical dining 

tables in the 1950s (9). I’d couple one with some 
Charlotte Perriand “Courchevel” chairs and  
a simple bench. I’d also add a couple of Henry 
Rosengren Hansen bar stools (12) from the 1960s.’
Tiles ‘It has to be Bert & May’s reclaimed tiles.  
I especially like the “Green Glazed Daroca” (6).’
Gadgets ‘If I had to choose a kettle it would  
be the “Architect” kettle by Dualit (dualit.com). 
But, really, I only need a “Nespresso Pixie”  
cofee machine (3) and a filtered and instant 
hot-water tap by Zip (zipwater.com).’ 
Utensils ‘I’m not a huge fan of displaying  
utensils. Instead, I’d use the worktops in my 
kitchen like any other surface in the house  
and accessorise them with mid-century 
candelabra, sculptures and, of course, a fruit  
bowl (5) and bread basket (preferably woven).’ 
Walls ‘I favour Little Greene paints (2) because 
they give a heritage finish that so strongly 
resonates with English country houses.’ 
Accessories ‘Art shouldn’t be overlooked in the 
kitchen. I would have botanical prints, still-life  
works by Old Masters and nude sketches. Plants 
are also an important part of any kitchen, as they 
help you to reconnect with the garden – this is 
especially important if you live in the city.’
mbds.com ➤
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JA S M I N E  &  M E L I S S A  H E M S L E Y,  C O OK S

KEEPING IT  FRESH
The Hemsley sisters are at the forefront  
of the UK’s recent obsession with clean eating, 
credited with kickstarting the craze for kale, bone 
broth and gluten-free recipes. Their first book, The 
Art of Eating Well (Ebury, £20)  
was an instant success and they now have more 
than 200,000 Instagram followers. Their latest 
collection of recipes, Good + Simple (Ebury, £25),  
is out now. So what would the healthy eaters’ 
fantasy kitchen look like? Fresh and green,  
of course! Here, they share the details.

Cabinets ‘I really like the contrast between old 
and new; plain and simple; patterned and 
textured,’ says Jasmine. ‘Kitchen brands Iroko  
(5) and Pronorm (2) make great units that work 
well with an eclectic mix of styles.’ 
Worktop ‘Polished concrete always looks  
good,’ says Jasmine. ‘I would choose something 
eco, such as the 90 per cent recycled concrete  
by Designfinger (designfinger.co.uk).’
Oven ‘A dual-fuel range cooker from Fisher & 
Paykel (6) would be lovely,’ says Melissa.
Lighting ‘My dream kitchen light is the “Mantis” 
(3) by Bernard Schottlander. It’s beautiful and 
sculptural, but still very functional,’ says Melissa.
Furniture ‘We both love the mid-century look and 
its clean, timeless appearance,’ says Melissa. ‘My 
dream setup would be a white marble dining table 
by Eero Saarinen with a set of “Wishbone” chairs 
(11) by Hans J Wegner.’ 
Shelving ‘We love modular shelving, because it  
can grow with us as a family,’ says Melissa. ‘Our 
favourite brand is String (12) – its designs look 
stylish in any space. Plus, you can add elements 
such as spice racks and cookbook holders.’
Storage ‘Swiss brand USM creates well-made 
freestanding storage units that look slick and 
timeless. I’d love some in a really bright colour 
such as orange or green (9),’ says Melissa. 
Tiles ‘Emery & Cie has a stunning range of 
ceramic tiles (7, 13) in many colours,’ says Melissa.
Walls ‘We would use a combination of grey and 
white claypaints (1) from Earthborn,’ says Melissa. 
Gadgets and utensils ‘Chef’s knives by Global  
(8) are the best,’ says Melissa. ‘Cuisinart makes  
a fantastic kettle that’s perfect for brewing herbal 
and green teas at just the right temperature. We 
would also love a Vitamix blender (14).’
Glassware and crockery ‘I adore Nicola Tassie’s 
tableware (10),’ says Jasmine. ‘Plus, the ceramics 
at Fragile Design (fragiledesign.com) are gorgeous.’
Extras ‘A big plant such as a fiddle-leaf fig tree  
is an essential. Grace & Thorn (4) has an 
outstanding selection,’ says Jasmine. 
hemsleyandhemsley.com ➤

1

14

13

12

2

1 ‘Marbles’ paint, from £35 for  
2.5 litres, Earthborn  
(earthbornpaints.co.uk) 
2 ‘Y-LM’ kitchen, Pronorm  
(pronorm.de)
3 ‘Mantis’ wall light by Bernard 
Schottlander, £300, SCP (scp.co.uk)
4 Fiddle-leaf fig tree, £290, Grace  
& Thorn (graceandthorn.com)
5 Classic kitchen, Iroko  
(irokodesigns.com)
6 ‘90cm Freestanding Dual Fuel 
Cooker’, £1,299, Fisher & Paykel 
(fisherpaykel.com)
7 ‘Zelliges’ tile, £125 per square 
metre, Emery & Cie (emeryetcie.com)
8 Paring knife, from £67, Global 
(globalknives.uk)
9 ‘Haller’ modular storage system, 
£1,405, USM (usm.com)
10 ‘Large U’ bowl by Nicola Tassie, 
£1,200, The new Craftsmen 
(thenewcraftsmen.com)
11 ‘CH24 Wishbone’ chair by Hans  
J Wegner for Carl Hansen & Søn,  
£575, Aram Store (aram.co.uk)
12 ‘Pocket’ shelving by String,  
from £109, Utility Design  
(utilitydesign.co.uk)
13 ‘Zelliges’ tile, £125 per square 
metre, Emery & Cie (emeryetcie.com)
14 ‘S30’ blender, from £339, Vitamix 
(vitamix.co.uk)

2

42



‘I REALLY LIKE THE CONTRAST BETWEEN 

OLD AND NEW; PLAIN AND SIMPLE; 

PATTERNED AND TEXTURED’ JASMINE HEMSLEY
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‘MY PERFECT 

KITCHEN WOULD 

JUXTAPOSE OLD 

AND NEW’ 
MARK LEWIS

1 Toaster, £158, Dualit (dualit.com)  
2 ‘Factorylux Maria’ wall light in 
Antique Bronze, £104, Urban  
Cottage Industries 
(urbancottageindustries.com)  
3 ‘Carrara 20’ marble, Marble Granite 
Limestone Warehouse (mglw.co.uk)  
4 One of Mark’s kitchen designs 
featuring a bespoke brick island  
5 Stove-top kettle by Stellar, £136, 
Harts of Stur (hartsofstur.com)  
6 ‘244cm Saarinen’ oval dining table  
by Eero Saarinen for Knoll, £8,304, 
The Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk)  
7 Double-basin sink, from £450, Aston 
Matthews (astonmatthews.co.uk)  
8 Range cooker, £3,890, Lacanche 
Moderne (lacanchemoderne.co.uk)  
9 White claypaint, £35 for 2.5 litres, 
Earthborn (earthbornpaints.co.uk)  
10 ‘Tradition’ tap in Inca, £739, Aston 
Matthews (astonmatthews.co.uk)  
11 Bronze handle by Mark Lewis, from 
£14 (marklewisinteriordesign.com)  
12 ‘545L Active Smart’ fridge, £2,000, 
Fisher & Paykel (fisherpaykel.com) 
13 Reclaimed tiles, from £9.60 each, 
Bert & May (bertandmay.com)
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M A R K  L EW IS ,  A RCH IT ECT  &  I N T E R IOR  DE SIGN E R

MODERN VINTAGE
While working as a designer for commercials ten 
years ago, Mark Lewis agreed to renovate some 
friends’ flats. By the time he turned 30, he had 
established his own north London-based interior-
design business. The ‘small but perfectly formed’ 
practice’s signature lime-plastered walls and 
reclaimed furniture are now found in light, bright 
residential projects across the country. ‘My perfect 
kitchen would house a juxtaposition of old and 
new: clean marble with beautiful pieces of antique 
furniture,’ says Lewis. Here, we take a closer look.

Island ‘I love brick islands (4) – they are solid and 
look like they belong in a kitchen. And it always has 
to be open shelving – the openness allows for all  
of your beautiful kitchenware to be shown of!’
Worktop ‘I use a lot of Carrara marble (3) in 
my projects and would have to have it in my own 
ideal kitchen, too. I source it from stone importers 
Marble Granite Limestone Warehouse.’ 
Fridge ‘An “Active Smart” fridge (12) by Fisher  
& Paykel would be a lovely thing to have.’
Sink ‘My top choice would be an Aston Matthews 
ceramic double-basin model (7).’
Taps ‘A solid brass mixer tap from Aston  
Matthews (10) is perfection. It not only looks 
pretty, but it ages well, too. I would also use  

original bronze cast cabinet handles (11)  
and hooks by my own design studio.’
Oven ‘A range cooker by Lacanche Moderne  
(8) is my ideal oven. It would have to have a gas  
hob, and be a graphite-like shade of blue. The 
whole collection is sleek and modern, but also 
versatile – perfect for family cooking.’
Lighting ‘I use “Factorylux Maria” wall lights (2) 
in most of my projects, and would definitely do the 
same in my dream kitchen. They create a warming 
atmosphere without overpowering the main light.’
Furniture ‘My favourite table has to be the classic 
Knoll model by Eero Saarinen (6), in Nero 
Marquina marble with a black base.’
Tiles ‘Bert & May’s reclaimed tiles (13) are great.  
I like to think they have a story, which adds instant 
character to a newly decorated space.’
Walls ‘Earthborn’s claypaint (9) has an amazingly 
chalky texture that I really love.’ 
Gadgets ‘The Dualit toaster (1) is a timeless 
classic, and I like old-fashioned on-the-hob  
kettles, such as those by Stellar (5).’ 
Utensils ‘Robert Welch’s classic stainless  
steel utensils and cutlery are the perfect choice  
for both durability and style (£14.50 for  
a serving spoon; robertwelch.com).’
marklewisdesign.co.uk ➤
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S T E V I E  PA R L E ,  C H E F

GLOBAL  TASTE
Restaurateur and chef Stevie Parle has become 
known as something of a culinary crusader. His 
first venture – Dock Kitchen (4) in West London, 
created in collaboration with Tom Dixon and 
Danish design firm Ekoij – wowed diners, who 
were impressed by Parle’s laidback take on exciting 
tastes discovered on his travels. He’s now spread 
his empire across the capital, with two further 
restaurant openings, Craft London in Greenwich 
and Rotorino in Dalston. Here, he tells us what  
his dream kitchen would look like.

Cabinets ‘If I were redoing my kitchen,  
I would choose Sebastian Cox’s design for Devol  
(5). It’s practically perfect.’
Worktop ‘I have a giant slab of lavastone (11)  
at Dock Kitchen that is practically indestructible 
as a countertop. It must have had the equivalent of  
20 years’ domestic use in the past five and still 
looks perfect. It came from Made A Mano.’
Sink ‘Big, visible and accessible. For me, it has  
to be a double sink, for sure. I would add the  
“KV1” mixer tap (7) by Vola.’
Oven ‘My current combination is a wood-burning 
range by Esse (10) and a big Lacanche oven.’
Lighting ‘I like picking up eclectic bits and  
pieces, such as this green enamel pendant from 
Retrouvius (1). A cluster of Tom Dixon “Etch” 
shades (2) would also look great.’
Shelving ‘I tend to buy dry foods with lovely 
packaging and I like to see it all on display. I also 
have a growing collection of cast-iron, stainless-
steel and old copper pots that look best when hung 
from a sturdy rack (3) or pole.’ 
Storage ‘I’m planning to buy a scrapwood storage 
unit (13) by Piet Hein Eek. Years ago, when we 
lived on a houseboat in Hammersmith, the 
designer created our whole kitchen.’
Furniture ‘I have a “Slab” dining table in natural 
oak by Tom Dixon (£1,600; tomdixon.net) and 
“Wishbone” chairs in walnut by Hans J Wegner for 
Carl Hansen & Søn (£899, Aram Store; aram.co.uk).’
Tiles ‘I like encaustic concrete ones (6). You can 
design your own at Mosaic Del Sur on Columbia 
Road, London. We used them in my new restaurant 
Rotorino and everyone loves them.’ 
Walls ‘I usually favour plain, white walls  
in kitchens, but if I do decide to go for colour,  
I like to use Siecle paints. “Curious Yellow”  
and “Donkey” (12) are my favourite shades.’
Utensils ‘I collect handmade wooden spoons (8) 
and London’s Barn The Spoon makes wonderfully 
rustic ones. I also love the eccentric look of the 
“V60” by Hario (9) – it’s the best kettle ever!’
stevieparle.co.uk ED

1 Green enamel pendant light,  
£66, Retrouvius (retrouvius.com)
2 ‘Etch’ shade, from £340, Tom  
Dixon (tomdixon.net)
3 ‘Metro’ ceiling rack by Hahn,  
£50, John Lewis (johnlewis.com)
4 Dock Kitchen, London
5 ‘Sebastian Cox’ kitchen, from 
£15,000, Devol (devolkitchens.co.uk)
6 ‘10194’ tiles, £69 per square metre, 
Mosaic Del Sur (cement-tiles.com)
7 ‘KV1’ mixer tap in Natural Brass, 
£927, Vola (en.vola.com)
8 ‘Cooking’ spoon, from £30, Barn 
The Spoon (barnthespoon.com) 
9 ‘V60 Pouring Kettle Buono’,  
£80, Hario (hario.co.uk)
10 ‘Plus 2’ range cooker, £4,003,  
Esse (esse.com)
11 Lavastone, from £1,728 per  
square metre, Made A Mano  
(madeamano.com)
12 ‘Donkey’ and ‘Curious Yellow’ 
paint, both £25 for one litre, Siecle 
(makespeoplehappy.co.uk)
13 ‘Classic’ cupboard in scrapwood, 
£2,887, Piet Hein Eek  
(pietheineek.nl/en)
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‘I WANT SOFT MATERIALS AND TEXTURE. I’D  
HATE A STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN; IT WOULD  
MAKE ME FEEL LIKE I‘M AT WORK’ STEVIE  PARLE
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KEY TR ENDS TO TRY NOW • THE WOR LD’S MOST BE AUTIFUL KITCHENS

INSPIRATION

TO SEE MORE STUNNING KITCHENS,  V IS IT  EL LEDECORATION.CO.UK/INSP IRAT IONS

 HOT TREND

#1 MIXED 

METALL IC
Why pick one metal when you can combine 
them for a grown-up take on luxury? 

From warm copper to burnished brass, metal surfaces 
are a big trend for 2016. Take the look to new levels  
by combining diferent finishes. This ‘Parisian’ kitchen 
by Krieder features units coated with a mottled gold 
metallic lacquer and a porcelain worktop in a speckled 
iron-copper efect. The extractor hood has been finished 
with antique American tin tiles. Rockett St George’s are 
a good match (£19 per tile; rockettstgeorge.co.uk).

‘Parisian’ kitchen, from £65,000, Krieder (krieder.com) ➤





HOT TREND

 #2  CONCRETE
The new finish that makes this material more accessible
If a poured concrete kitchen seems like a bit too much of an undertaking, 
don’t be despondent. Instead, you can mimic the look by coating your 
furniture in a thin layer of concrete, as seen in this design by Leicht for 
Connaught Kitchens. The finish is applied using a spatula and then 
protected with a matt satin lacquer. As the process is done by hand, each 
cupboard has a unique stone texture, but is light enough to open easily.

‘Manhattan’ kitchen by Leicht, from £35,000, Connaught Kitchens 
(connaughtkitchens.co.uk) ➤

  51
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KITCHEN IN DETAI L

The concrete cheat
For an even easier alternative to concrete, take inspiration from this space by Swedish designer 
Richard Lindvall. The cabinets are made from Valchromat, an inexpensive wood composite  
with a finish that resembles stone. A brass island and brushed-steel details add a hint of luxury

52  
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Kitchen and cabinets Kitchen  
by Danish brand Kvik (kvik.com). 
Cabinet fronts made by designer 
Richard Lindvall using light grey 
Valchromat – try Lathams in the  
UK (lathamtimber.co.uk)
Worktop Real concrete – try 
Concreations (concreations.co.uk)
Sink Stainless-steel undermount 
sink, £178, Daro (daro.com)
Tap ‘KV1’ mixer tap in brushed 
chrome by Vola, £927.60,  
CP Hart (cphart.co.uk)
Island Kvik unit (kvik.com)  
with bespoke fronts made using  
brass-covered MDF – try Metal 
Sheets (metalsheets.co.uk)  
Lighting Modular ceiling lights  
by Philips (lighting.philips.com)
Flooring White pigmented oak –  
try Dinesen (dinesen.com)
Walls ‘Kitchen+ Matt Emulsion’  
in ‘Pure Brilliant White’ by Dulux, 
£20.83 for 2.5 litres, B&Q (diy.com)
richardlindvall.com ➤
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HOT TREND

 #3  KITCHEN  GARDEN
The perfect way for culinary whizzes to cultivate their own herbs
Create an organic focal point in your kitchen by using troughs and trays to store household plants and  
herbs. This new Siematic design has channels built into the worktops, originally created to hold cooking 
utensils and condiments, that can be fitted with waterproof stainless steel inserts within which you  
can grow your own greenery. Like internal window boxes, they’re the perfect solution for indoor  
gardeners and those with limited outdoor space who are looking to grow their own.

‘Urban’ kitchen and ‘29’ dresser by Siematic, from £30,000, Nicholas Anthony (nicholas-anthony.co.uk)



Worktop Made from Corian. 
Manufacturer DuPont  
(dupont.co.uk) provides customised 
worktops and will be able to advise 
on authorised fitters and installers 
Sink Double-bowl sink unit,  
from £693, Villeroy & Boch 
(villeroy-boch.co.uk)
Tap ‘Tara Classsic’ single lever 
mixer tap and spray unit, £940, 
Dornbracht (dornbracht.com)
Extractor This impactful hood has 
been custom-made in black steel. 

Westin (westin.co.uk) ofers 
customers a bespoke service 
allowing you to design a hood  
that exactly meets your  
personal requirements
Lighting ‘Blossom’ pendant  
lamp by Hella Jongerius for  
Belux, £583, Made In Design 
(madeindesign.co.uk)
Pans A matching selection  
by Jasper Morrison, from  
£45 for a 14-centimetre diameter 
pan, Alessi (store.alessi.com)

Chopping board The ‘Soft’ oak 
chopping board by Skagerak has  
a similarly rustic look, £65,  
Amara (amara.com) 
Flooring Poured concrete. Contact  
The Concrete Flooring in the UK 
(theconcreteflooring.com)
Walls The soft grey of the concrete 
is ofset by a black wall and 
matching cabinets – try ‘Jack Black’ 
matt emulsion, £19.25 for one litre, 
Little Greene (littlegreene.com)
search.nl; christian-muller.com ➤

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Rough luxe
Mix materials and finishes for a look that turns the 
industrial aesthetic on its head. This Swiss kitchen  
by architects SeArch and CMA blends unpolished 
concrete with white ceramic and glossy black surfaces, 
while open storage lends the space a professional feel
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HOT TREND

 #4  M INIMAL
Keep things sleek and stylishly simple by  
limiting the amount of fixtures and fittings
Sometimes style is about understatement. This ‘Pure’ kitchen  
by Siematic is so pared-back that, in spite of the design’s crisp, 
modern lines, it still blends seamlessly with the beautiful period 
details of this historic Parisian apartment. Ornamentation  
and fussy elements have been eliminated: handles have  
been replaced with slim ledges and channels concealed along 
cabinet edges. A matt-black lacquer finish on the fronts and  
a mirrored splashback keep things cutting-edge but classy.

‘Pure’ kitchen, from £30,000, Siematic (siematic.co.uk) ➤
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KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Simply does it
Follow the lead of Tine Kjeldsen, founder of Tine K Home, and add warmth and character  
to a minimal kitchen using global treasures and soft materials. The all-white, classically Nordic  
backdrop of her Danish home is accessorised with reclaimed, vintage and handmade pieces

Cabinets The cupboards are from 
HTH (hth-kitchen.com), a Danish 
company that sells a range of 
modular kitchens. The handles are 
made by the homeowner: she now 
sells them through her brand Tine  
K Home (tinekhome.com), which  
also stocks similar wicker baskets  
to the one beside the window 
Worktop Wenge wood, which will 
wear over time to a grey-black hue 
Appliances Hob, oven and extractor 
all by Smeg (smeguk.com)
Shelving The tall unit is a vintage 
find from Danish antiques store 
Green Square (greensquare.com) 
Accessories The ornate lantern  
is from Morocco (try Moroccan 
Bazaar for similar in the UK; 
moroccanbazaar.co.uk). The rug has 
been customised by the homeowner 
– Broste Copenhagen sells a range  
of flatweave rugs: from £22, House 
Envy (house-envy.co.uk)
tinekhome.com

Kitchens | INSP IRAT ION
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 HOT TREND

#5  OPEN 

SHELV ING
Do away with cupboard doors for  
a space that celebrates your cookware
Rather than concealing all of your pots, pans  
and utensils behind closed doors, try turning  
your organised cupboards into a work of art.  
This kitchen by Plain English incorporates  
bespoke fitted ‘Osea’ wall cabinets with open 
shelving for ease of access. A glazed screen wall 
partition allows you to create zoned areas within 
larger rooms, and can also be hung with rails  
to provide additional storage. The stainless-steel 
worktop and wooden units combine industrial 
practicality with traditional charm.

‘Osea Mix’ kitchen painted in ‘Drab’ eggshell by Paint 
& Paper, from £60,000; glazed wooden screen, from 
£5,000, Plain English (plainenglishdesign.co.uk) ➤



KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Industrial
charm
Professional-grade cooking 
appliances are paired with 
antiques in this Paris kitchen 
designed by XY Architecture. 
The effect is one of factory  
style with a homely edge

Cabinets The stainless steel  
units were designed by homeowner 
Jean Marc Dimanche and made  
by a local kitchen maker
Oven This freestanding gas oven is 
by Australian firm Ariston – try 
Indesit in the UK (indesit.co.uk)
Lighting Original 1950s pendant 
lights, discovered by the homeowner 
in Paris – try Skinflint Design for  
a selection of reclaimed lighting in 
the UK (skinflintdesign.co.uk)
Furniture The dining table is 
an antique piece from a monastery, 
topped with a slab of marble – try 
Retrouvius for similar reclaimed 
pieces (retrouvius.com). The bistro 
chairs are also vintage finds, 
inherited from the homeowner’s 
grandparents. White ‘Tam Tam’ 
stool, £18, Habitat (habitat.co.uk)
Flooring and walls Concrete 
defines the industrial look of this 
space. Concreations produces 
poured kitchens as well as pre-cast 
options (concreations.co.uk) 
xyarchitecture.com ➤
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HOT TREND

 #6  NEW

ENGL ISH

Give this classic style  
a contemporary boost

Use a modishly modern paint 
palette and on-trend details  
to update a traditional kitchen. 
This Shaker-style design  
by Devol is brought bang up  
to date with a marble surface  
and splashback, moody grey 
paint and luxurious brass 
fittings, as well as the latest 
range cooker by Smeg.

‘Real Shaker’ kitchen in  
‘Flint’, from £8,000, Devol 
(devolkitchens.co.uk)



KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Dark and dramatic
In this Cape Town kitchen shades of dark grey, black and stainless steel temper the rustic look  
of butcher’s block worktops and tall glass-fronted cupboards. All the cabinets are freestanding  
to allow for flexibility, a must in this urban home. The weathered floor adds a timeless quality

Worktops Made from wooden 
butcher’s blocks – B&Q sells an 
afordable version (diy.com), or you 
can commission a firm such as Plain 
English (plainenglishdesign.co.uk) 
Sink A Royal Doulton porcelain sink 
in the island. There are also two 
stainless-steel sinks in the scullery 
Appliances All sourced from 
Eurogas, sold in Australia and  
South Africa – try Smeg and 
Bertazzoni for similar range  
cookers in the UK (both stocked  
at John Lewis; johnlewis.com)
Lighting Copper pendant lights. 
Urban Cottage Industries sells  
similar versions, from £206 each 
(urbancottageindustries.com)
Furniture A farmhouse-style  
dining table from Housewerks 
Architectural Salvage in Baltimore. 
Try The French House in the UK  
(thefrenchhouse.co.uk) 
Paint The soft grey provides  
a warm, light backdrop for the inky 
black cupboards and cabinetry.  
Try combining Farrow & Ball’s 
‘Lamp Room Gray’ and ‘Blue Black’ 
shades, both from £39.50 for 2.5 
litres (farrow-ball.com) ➤
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Cabinets All handmade by South 
African cabinetmakers Darling 
Woodworkers (woodlove.co.za)  
and painted using Plascon paints  
– try Dulux in the UK (dulux.co.uk)
Appliances Oven, hob and fridge/
freezer all by Smeg (smeguk.com). 
Extractor by Pierre Roblin (roblin.fr)
Lighting Pendant lights are from 
Pezula Interiors in Cape Town 
(pezulainteriors.co.za). Davey 
Lighting’s ‘Diner’ three-bulb 
pendant light is similar, £585, 
Original BTC (originalbtc.com)
Tiles The ceramic metro tiles on the 
wall are by Douglas Jones. Try Fired 
Earth in the UK, £74 per square 
metre (firedearth.com)
Gadgets Toaster by Dualit, from  
£199 (dualit.co.uk); Espresso 
machine by Saeco, from £137,  
Cafe Italia (cofeeitalia.co.uk)
Flooring Solid oak floorboards  
– try Ecora (ecora.co.uk)
Paint The benches and cupboards 
are painted in a smoky blue-grey 
shade. Edward Bulmer’s ‘French 
Blue’ is a good match, £40 for 2.5 
litres (potsofpaint.com) ➤

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Modern 
country
The centrepiece of this 
Cape Town kitchen is the 
vintage dining table, but 
the overall look steers 
away from tradition, with 
contemporary touches by 
Nicola Koster Interiors
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HOT TREND

 #7  P LASTER 
Not just for walls: this is the new look for surfaces
Always searching for fresh ways to push design boundaries, Italian 
brand Molteni Dada has developed a new type of plaster for the kitchen. 
A technical render, applied in two layers, it gives the upper cabinets and 
worktop in this stylish space a soft, textured finish.

‘In Dada’ kitchen, from £15,000, Molteni Dada (dada-kitchens.com)



Island The stainless steel 
worktops, embossed lacquered 
cupboards and integrated sink  
are all by Poliform Varenna 
(poliform.it). The taps are by  
KWC (kwctaps.co.uk) and the solid 
wood bar is a bespoke addition
Appliances Oven by Gaggenau 
(gaggenau.com) and hob by  
La Cornue (lacornue.com)
Furniture ‘Spoon’ stools by 
Antonio Citterio for Kartell,  
£370 each, Nest (nest.co.uk)
Flooring The chevron parquet  
floor complements the home’s 
period details. Try Flooring  
Centre for a good selection  
of oak parquet blocks, from  
£16.80 per square metre 
(flooringsuppliescentre.co.uk)
Walls A custom blend by Little 
Greene: the company’s of-white 
‘Acre’ shade is similar, £19.25  
for one litre (littlegreene.com)
numero5interiors.com ➤

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

The integrated island
A masterclass in blending old and new, this modern unit fits beautifully into  
the classical setting of this north London home by Numero 5 Interiors. Its off-white  
colour and solid wood breakfast bar complement the property’s period details 
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 HOT TREND

 #8  PALE

APPEAL 
Layer soft tones to create warmth
Use shades of of-white and subtle greys  
to prevent modern kitchens from looking too 
clinical. ‘It’s the perfect way to add depth,’ says 
Matthew Payne, designer at Harvey Jones. ‘Stick  
to low-level cabinetry, which will draw the eye  
to the worktop and give a sense of space and light.’

‘Linear’ kitchen, from £18,000, Harvey Jones 
( harveyjones.com)



Cabinets Plywood island and 
shelves made by Beatty Vermeiren 
Architects (beattyvermeiren.com)
Worktop and splashback  
Mild steel, a cheaper alternative 
to stainless-steel – try The Metal 
Store, £10.63 per square metre 
(themetalstore.co.uk)
Appliances Hob, oven and fridge/
freezer all Samsung (samsung.com) 
Sink ‘Ascona’ stainless-steel sink, 
from £142, Franke (franke.com)
Taps Rustic, iron garden taps  
– for similar component parts try 
Screwfix (screwfix.com)
Flooring ‘Maplette’, hardwearing 
natural sawdust wood by 
Corcoleum (corcoleum.co.za) 
beattyvermeiren.com ➤

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Practical plywood
Designed as part of a weekend bolthole by the sea in Scarborough, 
South Africa, this kitchen is stylish and affordable. By building 
plywood cabinets, Beatty Vermeiren Architects has created a crisp, 
contemporary look, while maintaining the home’s beachy charm
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KITCHEN IN DETAI L

The moveable feast
Mounted on castors so that it can be wheeled into a new position at a moment’s notice, the island at 
the heart of this open-plan home is sleek and seamless. A collaboration between House of Grey and 
Blakes London, the kitchen was designed to be a flexible space for both casual dining and entertaining

Cabinets All designed by Blakes 
London (blakeslondon.com). The 
doors and wall are made from 
Douglas fir. The worktop is made 
from grey Corian (dupont.co.uk)
Appliances ‘Electric Total Control’ 
range cooker, £11,295 (agaliving.com). 
The induction hobs by Fisher and 
Paykel – from £399 for a ‘Touch & 
Slide’ ceramic hob (fisherpaykel.com) 
– are to the right of the cooker, and 
are disguised by a Corian cover, 
designed to match the worktop
Sink A sleek model by RAK Ceramics 
(rakceramics.co.uk). The tap is by 
Vola – try its ‘590H’ single mixer,  
£927, Yorkshire Design Associates 
(yorkshiredesignassociates.co.uk)
Furniture The table is by House  
of Grey (houseofgrey.co.uk) 
Paint The island is painted  
in ‘Elephant’s Breath’, £39.50  
for 2.5 litres (farrow-ball.com)
houseofgrey.co.uk ➤
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HOT TREND

 #9  WORKSHOP CHIC
A textural take on the industrial look, combining hand-worked metal finishes and reclaimed wood
Somewhere between a cooks paradise and a trendy science lab, a new breed of kitchens is matching rugged texture with real  
luxury. This inspiring design from Aster Cucine contrasts reclaimed oak with cast-iron doors and an open shelving system with 
visible welded joints. The stools (also by Aster Cucine) and workbench-style countertop add to the relaxed factory feel. 

‘Factory’ kitchen in antique oak by Aster Cucine, from £50,000, Espresso Design (espressodesign.co.uk) P
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Cabinets Custom-made by 
Marcante-Testa/Uda Architects 
(uda.it) and produced by Material 
Design (materialdesign.com) and  
OM Project (omproject.it). The  
lower cabinets are made from grey 
Valchromat with oak handles.  
The upper ones are solid oak coated 
with a metallic laminate
Worktop Made from Arpa laminate 
– try John Porter Worktops, from 
£389 (worktops.uk.com)
Tap ‘IXS’ single mixer by Bellosta 
Rubinetterie – try Grohe for similar 
in the UK (grohe.co.uk)
Lighting ‘Plane Round’ metal 
pendant light by Tom Dixon,  
£255, Heal’s (heals.co.uk)
Furniture ‘Raft’ stools by Norm 
Architects for &Tradition, £349,  
Houseology (houseology.com). 
Dining table and bench both 
custom-made by Marcante-Testa/
UdA Architects (uda.it)   
Flooring Resin flooring by Rezina 
(rezina.it), perfectly colour matched 
to the paint on the walls
Walls ‘Hague Blue’ paint,
by Farrow & Ball, from £39.50  
for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 
(farrow-ball.com) ➤

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

The painted beauty
Don’t be afraid to use colour in your kitchen. Choose the right shade and it can look subtle  
and sophisticated, even in compact spaces. Take this converted 1930s apartment in Paris,  
which the owners have transformed using a moody palette complemented by luxe lighting
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KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Fresh faced
The brief for Australian firm Doherty Design 
Studio was to create a contemporary kitchen  
in keeping with the 1970s architecture of  
this Melbourne home. The result? A focus  
on native timber and crisp, white finishes

Cabinets The white cupboards  
are covered in a laminate surface  
by Laminex (laminex.com.au),  
while the timber veneers and 
overhead shelving are made from 
Australian blackbutt sourced from 
Slice Veneers (sliceveneers.com.au) 
Worktop Quartz stone by Stone 
Italiana (stoneitaliana.com.au) – try 
Silestone in the UK (silestone.co.uk) 
Appliances Qasair ‘Heritage’ 
extractor (condari.com.au); Falcon 
oven and hob (falconappliances.com); 
Electrolux fridge (electrolux.co.uk) 
Tiles ‘Inax’ rectangular mosaic tiles 
by Japanese brand Ecocarat, sourced 
from Artedomus (artedomus.com). 
In the UK, try Topps Tiles ‘Mini 
Metro’ white tile for similar, £70  
per square metre (toppstiles.co.uk) 
Lighting ‘Parabola’ LED downlights 
by Artemide, from £93 each 
(artemide.com)
Furniture ‘A’ stools by Australian 
design duo Pierre + Charlotte 
(pierreandcharlotte.com) –  
Wrong for Hay’s ‘Revolver’ stool  
is a similar option available in the  
UK, £139, Nest (nest.co.uk)
Flooring Tallowwood, a timber 
native to eastern Australia
Walls ‘Absolute White’ by Dulux, 
£20.99 for 2.5 litres (dulux.co.uk)
dohertydesignstudio.com.au ➤

Kitchens | INSP IRAT ION
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HOT TREND

 #10  PATTERN
Embrace bold motifs for an eye-catching break from the norm
The majority of kitchens seem to come in barely-there tones and subtle shades, but we’re  
increasingly seeing a trend for punchy pattern. Take this new design from Valcucine, which  
features a clever lift-up glass cabinet front – keep it plain or choose from more ornate designs.

‘Genius Loci’ kitchen by Valcucine, from £60,000, Forza ( forza.co.uk) ➤ P
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Cabinets All of the units and the 
solid ash worktop, pigmented with 
white wax, are from Scandinavian 
company Vedum (vedum.se)
Taps ‘Ringo’ mixer, from £325, 
Tapwell (tapwell.se)
Sink Stainless steel design by  
Intra (intra-teka.com)
Appliances Fridge/freezer and oven 
from Electrolux (electrolux.co.uk)
Furniture ‘Cover’ chairs in Oak and 
Green by Thomas Bentzen for Muuto, 
£325 each, Nest (nest.co.uk). ‘Split’ 
dining table by Stafan Holm for 
Muuto, £1,595, Twentytwentyone 
(twentytwentyone.com). The large 
metal cabinet is a vintage piece
Accessories ‘Bottle Grinders’  
salt and pepper mills by Menu,  
£43, Heal’s (heals.com)
Flooring 170 millimetre-thick  
white pigmented ash floorboards 
from Finnish company Parla 
(parla-parquet.com). Try Dinesen  
for similar (dinesen.com)

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

Scandinavian wood
A muted colour scheme complements the pale ash floorboards in this calming kitchen.  
Located inside Sweden’s tallest timber-built housing block (eight storeys high), on the  
waterfront just outside Stockholm, it is designed to celebrate the natural beauty of wood 
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HOT TREND

 #11  BUILD 
A  BR IDGE
The new way to blend cooking and dining
Every busy kitchen needs a place to pull up to for  
a quick snack. There are several modern solutions  
that save space, from cantilevered overhangs to 
mechanically moving platforms that tuck out of view,  
but we are fond of the bridge construction seen here  
in Cesar’s ‘Maxima 2.2’ kitchen. Two sleek cabinets  
are joined by a rustic, heat-treated oak table.

‘Maxima 2.2’ kitchen by Cesar, from £20,000,  
House Lab ( houselab.co.uk) ➤



HOT TREND

 #12  L IV ING K ITCHEN
Carefully coordinate materials to create a seamless open-plan design
Providing the perfect environment to cook and entertain in, the new generation of ‘living kitchens’ blend function  
and style. Use the same finishes and colour palette across the entire space to create a unified look, such as in this  
‘Arcos’ design by Schmidt. Here, the concrete and wood-efect cabinets continue across one wall of the lounge –  
strong and versatile, there’s no reason why kitchen furniture shouldn’t be used throughout your home.

‘Arcos’ kitchen in ‘Harvey’ (wood efect) and ‘Marvel’ (concrete colour), from £10,000, Schmidt (schmidt-kitchens.com) ➤ P
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KITCHEN IN DETAI L

The height of luxury
Located on Cape Town’s glamorous V&A Waterfront, this apartment 
is all about eye-catching beauty and high-end details. Interior designer 
Michele Throssell concentrated on craftsmanship, using only the finest 
materials and fittings to create a space that is both simple and sexy

82  



Cabinets ‘Artematica’ kitchen  
in ‘Ice White’ by Valcucine, from 
£40,000, Forza (forza.co.uk)
Hob ‘Linea Aesthetic PVS750’,  
£666, Smeg (smeguk.com)
Sink ‘Zerox 450’ in stainless-steel, 
£473, Blanco (blanco.co.uk)
Taps ‘Oxygene Cucine’ by Gessi  
– try CP Hart for similar designs 
(cphart.co.uk). ‘Hydrotap Classic’, 
from £2,499, Zip (zipwater.com)
Fridge Integrated fridge with 
ice-maker by Miele (miele.co.uk)
Furniture For similar bar stools  
try the ‘Alden’, £149 for a pair, 
West Elm (westelm.co.uk) 
Flooring Handcarved wooden 
marquetry by Michele Throssell 
michelethrossell.co.za  ➤
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HOT TREND

 #13  BLACK MAGIC
Update traditional Shaker-style cabinets with a cool coat of charcoal
Inspired by the elegant, slated look of original 19th-century Sufolk furniture, these kitchen cabinets 
by Neptune display a respect for craftmanship, while the choice of colour adds a contemporary edge. 
Add a bespoke worktop, such as this one made from a reclaimed beam from a barn – it’s a rustic touch 
that looks suprisingly modern when paired with sleek, white metro tiles and black grouting.

‘Sufolk’ kitchen, from £9,000, Neptune (neptune.com)



Cabinets Made from American  
oak, the cupboards are coated in 
Dulux’s ‘Camel Hide’ shade – try 
‘Caramel Cream’ in the UK, £24.49 
for 2.5 litres (dulux.co.uk) 
Worktops The countertop and 
splashback are both made from 
marble sourced from Australian firm 
Artedomus (artedomus.com). The 
island’s worktop is Artedomus’s 
‘Maximum Taxos’ in a white finish. 
Above the splashback the wall is 
covered in a green mirrored surface 
Lighting ‘Kap Surface’ downlighters 
by Flos, £380 each, David Village 
Lighting (davidvillagelighting.co.uk)
Appliances The electric oven and 
‘Power Flex’ induction hob are both 
by Miele (miele.com). The extractor 
is by Australian brand Qasair 
(condari.com.au) – a stainless-steel 
design powder-coated in Dulux 
‘Natural White’ paint (dulux.co.uk)
Accessories Copper-finished 
cafetiere by Tom Dixon, £140 
(tomdixon.net). Try Broste 
Copenhagen and Nordstjerne, both 
stocked at Royal Design, for similar 
marble accessories – from £15 for 
a small green marble bowl by 
Nordstjerne (royaldesign.co.uk)
fionalynch.com.au ED

KITCHEN IN DETAI L

First-class finishes
Mirrored surfaces and shining marble bounce light around this luxe-looking Melbourne  
kitchen, created by designer Fiona Lynch. By adding shades of green and warm putty tones  
she has brought an individual flair to what was a simple, white, contemporary space
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BLAKES LONDON Founded  
by furniture designer James Blake, this 
company creates stylish kitchens using 
its own innovative design flourishes.  
Its first showroom opens in Wandsworth 
this summer. Until then, customers can 
view existing projects online.
Pictured The simple and elegant ‘Timber’ 
collection, £22,800 for cabinetry
Prices from £21,600 for cabinetry
46–48 Jaggard Way, Wandsworth, 
London SW12 ( blakeslondon.com) 

ARTICHOKE Experts in traditional 
country house kitchens, pantries and 
sculleries. Expect bespoke handcrafted 
designs made with the finest attention  
to detail – the company has experience 
working with Grade I-listed buildings.
Pictured Be inspired by this design, 
created for a villa in Tuscany, which has 
an acid-etched zinc oven hood
Prices from £144,000 for commissions
Unit 9 Cheddar Business Park, Wedmore 
Road, Cheddar BS27 (artichoke-ltd.com)

THE SHOWROOM

 D IRECTORY
There’s never been more choice when it comes to planning a new 
kitchen, with a wealth of styles, materials and technology to tempt 
you. So how do you avoid making a pricey mistake? We present you 
with our definitive guide to the best kitchen showrooms in the 
country, where you can size-up the latest designs, test appliances, 
stroke surfaces, and ask the experts everything you want to know

Words SARAH SLADE

A

B&Q This DIY specialist has more 
than 300 showrooms and currently 
carries 13 price-friendly kitchen lines 
ranging from the traditional to the 
trend-led, which can be complemented 
by a variety of appliances. A good port of 
call for a basic white handleless kitchen.
Pictured ‘Rafello’ kitchen in ‘Anthracite 
Slab’ by Cooke & Lewis, from £1,763  
for an eight-unit galley kitchen
Prices from £658 for a galley kitchen
Showrooms nationwide (diy.com)

ALNO If sleek lines and high-tech features appeal, consider this brand’s German-
made kitchens, available in glossy laminates and luxury ceramics. Represented across 
the country, including in selected John Lewis stores, the flagship showroom is in Leeds.
Pictured The ‘Alnocera’ ceramic kitchen in ‘Convinta’, from £25,000
Prices from £10,000
4 The Boulevard, City West One Oice Park, Gelderd Road, Leeds LS12  
(alnokitchens.co.uk)
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BOFFI An Italian firm known for its 
super-chic kitchens and collaborations 
with big-name designers. Head to its 
main showroom in London’s Chelsea  
to get an early glimpse of the ‘Salinas’ 
modular kitchen by Patricia Urquiola, 
which has distinct black metal frames.
Pictured The ‘Open’ indoor-outdoor steel 
kitchen by Piero Lissoni, from £40,000
Prices from £36,000
254 Brompton Road, London SW3 
( boiuk.com)

CHALON Founded as an antiques 
restoration business, this company now 
makes freestanding kitchen furniture. 
The main showroom is located in Somerset, 
but customers can also visit a branch  
in St Albans or a new space opening soon 
on London’s Wigmore Street.
Pictured The brand’s signature 
freestanding worktable
Prices from £25,000 for commissions
Hambridge Mill, Hambridge, Somerset 
TA10 (chalon.com)

CHAMBER FURNITURE 

Specialising in hardwood kitchens, this 
Kent-based business prides itself on 
craftsmanship. Styles range from the 
rustic to the contemporary, with 
hand-sprayed, burnished, lacquered  
or painted finishes to choose from.
Pictured Bespoke dark stained oak 
kitchen with antique-style island units
Prices from £40,000 for commissions
The Old Timber Yard, London Road, 
Halstead TN14 (chamberfurniture.co.uk) ➤

BULTHAUP With three streamlined 
looks – the minimalist ‘b1’, workshop-
inspired ‘b2’ and architecture-driven ‘b3’ 
– this high-end German brand sells slick 
kitchens for open-plan living. There are 
14 UK stores that you can visit to get  
a feel for the brand’s modern aesthetic.
Pictured The bestselling ‘b3’  
kitchen, from £30,000
Prices from £10,000
37 Wigmore Street, London W1 
( bulthaup.com)

BRITISH STANDARD 

CUPBOARDS The more afordable 
ofshoot of traditional joiners Plain 
English (see p93). All of its products are 
made in Plain English’s workshop, but 
costs are kept down by not ofering 
bespoke sizes, delivery or fitting.
Pictured Cabinets painted in ‘India 
Yellow’ by Farrow & Ball
Prices from £400 for a cabinet
41 Hoxton Square, London N1 
( britishstandardcupboards.co.uk)

CCHRISTOPHER PEACOCK Classic and elegantly fitted cabinetry, crafted 
from rich woods and finished with fine hardware, is the speciality of this firm based  
in Connecticut, US – there’s a showroom at London’s Design Centre Chelsea Harbour. 
Fancy a tipple? The company can also create bespoke wine cellars and bars.
Pictured The ‘Motra’ kitchen, from £100,000
Prices from £100,000 for commissions
Unit 113, Design Centre East Chelsea Harbour, London SW10 (peacockhome.com)
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DAVONPORT Bespoke cabinetry, 
from the traditional ‘Fallowfield’ through 
to the new handleless ‘Linear’ kitchen, 
which features beautifully soft curves,  
is created in this company’s Colchester 
workshop, next door to its showroom.  
Its designs are also sold through partner 
dealers across London and the South.
Pictured The ‘Linear’ kitchen
Prices from £35,000 for commissions
Davonport House, Peartree Road, 
Stanway, Colchester CO3 (davonport.com)

DESIGNSPACE LONDON 

This inspirational showroom reopens in 
a dramatic 370-square-metre space this 
month. Five kitchens from architectural 
brand Modulnova will be on show, 
alongside bathroom and living concepts. 
Pictured ‘Blade’ laminate kitchen in 
‘Grey Unicolour’ with raw oak bar top  
in ‘Carbone’ by Modulnova, £55,000
Prices from £25,000 for commissions
120 Webber Street, London SE1 
(designspacelondon.com)

DEVOL Visit this company’s 
showrooms in Leicestershire and 
London to see the retro-style ‘Air’ and 
the latest kitchen by Sebastian Cox, 
which is crafted using sustainable British 
timber. You’ll also be tempted by Devol’s 
new range of ceramic tableware.
Pictured The ‘Sebastian Cox’ kitchen, 
from £15,000
Prices from £8,000
Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Cotes, 
Loughborough LE12 (devolkitchens.co.uk)

CONNAUGHT KITCHENS 

German engineering is the theme at this 
London brand, which sells streamlined 
kitchens by Leicht and appliances by 
Miele, Siemens and Franke. A full design 
and installation service is ofered.
Pictured The latest Leicht design 
featuring a concrete-efect finish in light 
and dark grey, from £30,000
Prices from £25,000
2 Porchester Place, London W2 
(connaughtkitchens.co.uk)

COCOCUCINE An impressive 
range of stone-clad handleless kitchens 
with luxe details – such as hand-stitched 
leather cutlery inserts – will launch at  
the Kensington showroom in March. 
Prices are hefty, but customers have the 
chance to hand-select stone from Italy.
Pictured Bespoke handleless matt 
lacquer kitchen, from £30,000
Prices from £30,000
300 Kensal Road, London W10 
(cococucine.co.uk)

DDADA BY MOLTENI Visit the London showroom to marvel at designs by 
greats like Luca Meda and Rodolfo Dordoni. Want a real dream kitchen? Here you can 
mix and match elements from diferent models to create a truly original space.
Pictured The ‘Vela’ kitchen by Dante Bonuccelli, which features a height-adjustable 
dining counter, from £30,000
Prices from £15,000
199 Shaftesbury Avenue, London WC2 (moltenidada.co.uk)
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ESPRESSO DESIGN Expect to find sleek, superbly functional entertaining spaces, created with Italian-made Cesar, 
Euromobil and Aster kitchens, plus cutting-edge Sub-Zero & Wolf appliances and dining furniture by Tonon. Visit the main 
showroom in Battersea or the brand’s new venue at London’s Design Centre Chelsea Harbour, opening in March.
Pictured The ‘Factory’ kitchen by Aster, from around £75,000
Prices from £25,000
149 St John’s Hill, Battersea, London SW11 (espressodesign.co.uk)

DOCA UK Located just of of 
Portobello Road in west London, this 
appointment-only trade showroom 
imports one-of-a-kind contemporary 
kitchens crafted from a mix of beautiful 
materials, such as stone and eucalyptus. 
They are all produced by luxury Spanish 
manufacturer Doca.
Pictured ‘Zoe’ kitchen, £45,000 as shown
Prices from £25,000
Studio 20, 10 Acklam Road, London W10 
(docauk.com)

EELAM BY TISETTANTA  

This modern Italian furniture company 
presents its collection of highly 
customisable kitchens, such as the 
bestselling ‘Opera’, in swish central 
London surroundings.
Pictured State-of-the-art ‘Brera’  
kitchen with mechanically expanding 
countertop, from £30,000
Prices from £20,000
83–85 Wigmore Street, London W1 
(tisettanta.com) 

FFIRED EARTH Beautiful fitted and 
freestanding kitchens to suit both period 
and modern homes are complemented 
by an excellent paint and tile collection. 
Ten of this brand’s 62 showrooms 
incorporate kitchen displays, including  
a new store in London’s Portman Square.
Pictured ‘Vermont’ oak kitchen with 
Caesarstone worktop, from £10,000
Prices from £10,000 
10 Portman Square, London W1 
( firedearth.com) ➤
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HUMPHREY MUNSON  

A family firm with cabinetmaking at its 
heart, this brand’s exceptional handmade 
kitchens have beautiful wood accents. 
The workshop and showroom are in 
Felsted; there’s a second showroom in  
St Albans. Kitchens come with a lifetime 
guarantee on all workmanship.
Pictured Neutral-toned ‘Spenlow’ units
Prices from £35,000 for commissions
The Joinery Works, Gransmore Green, 
Felsted CM6 ( humphreymunson.co.uk)

IKEA The brilliant modular ‘Metod’ 
kitchen can be easily updated with 
pre-cut or custom-made worktops and 
an ever-growing collection of door 
fronts: new designs include the walnut-
efect ‘Voxtorp’ and ‘Marsta’, which has 
stylish groove handles. All kitchens carry 
a free 25-year guarantee.
Pictured ‘Torhamn’ door fronts, £40
Prices from £4,174 for an average-sized 
kitchen with ‘Ekestad’ door fronts
Showrooms nationwide (ikea.co.uk)

INTERVARI This London 
showroom is the only place in the 
country where you can buy high-end 
minimalist kitchens by Spanish brand 
Mobalco. It also sells reasonably priced 
designs by Second Nature and Burbidge, 
alongside its own fully customisable line. 
Pictured ‘Metrica’ handleless matt lacquer 
kitchen by Mobalco, £69,000 as shown
Prices from £18,000 
16a Wigmore Street, London W1 
(intervari.com)

HARVEY JONES For over 35 
years this company has been making its 
timeless ‘Shaker’, ‘Original’ and ‘Linear’ 
kitchens, which are primed ready to be 
painted any colour of your choosing. 
There are 31 showrooms nationwide, but 
visit the Guildford store for the largest 
range of inspirational kitchen sets. 
Pictured The ‘Linear’, from £18,000
Prices from £18,000
9 Tunsgate, Guildford GU1  
( harveyjones.com)

HOLLOWAYS OF LUDLOW 

Mixing and matching materials such as 
sleek Corian, thick fossilised Belgian 
bluestone and reclaimed woods to create 
a bespoke design is this company’s 
business. Modular Schuller kitchens are 
also on display at the London showroom.
Pictured An island made from vintage 
oak and a stainless steel worktop
Prices from £30,000 for commissions
115 Shepherds Bush Road, London W6 
( hollowayskitchens.com)

HOUSELAB This east London 
showroom represents top-of-the-range 
kitchens by Cesar and is managing the 
exciting re-launch of established Italian 
brand Del Tongo in the UK. Look out for 
a new model by architect and furniture 
designer Giulio Cappellini.
Pictured The ‘Gibilterra’ by Del Tongo 
and Egidio Panzera, from £20,000
Prices from £20,000
151 Goswell Road, London EC1  
( houselab.co.uk)

HUB KITCHENS Expect to find 
streamlined Italian-made kitchens by 
Record Cucine and TM Italia, as well  
as the latest professional-grade 
appliances from Barazza, Falmec and 
Miele on display at this inspiring 
showroom in Battersea, south London.
Pictured The ‘Petra’ kitchen by TM 
Italia, from £100,000
Prices from £40,000
Oyster Wharf, 20 Lombard Road,  
London SW11 ( hubkitchens.com)

GGLOBAL LUXURY 

LONDON Discover Italian-made 
Scic and Fendi Casa kitchens at this 
showroom. The wow-factor comes from 
the use of decadent and unorthodox 
materials, such as leather-covered doors 
and beautiful rare woods.
Pictured The ‘Bellagio’ collection  
by Scic, £96,000
Prices from £50,000
87–89 Wigmore Street, Mayfair,  
London W1 (globalluxurylondon.com) 

HHABITAT This high-street 
homeware store sells fitted kitchens  
in 30 diferent styles with over 55  
handle options. A design studio at the 
Tottenham Court Road branch has 3D 
software to help you plan your space. 
Pictured ‘Touch’ matt kitchen with ‘840’ 
handles, from £8,800 as pictured
Prices from £10,000 for a medium-sized 
kitchen with appliances
196–199 Tottenham Court Road,  
London W1 ( habitat.co.uk)
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LIVING SPACE A trio of central 
London showrooms that promote the 
latest in contemporary Italian design, 
selling Ernestomeda and Lago kitchens, 
as well as bespoke creations with 
high-quality components. A full interior 
design service is available.
Pictured ‘36e8’ modular kitchen by Lago, 
from £20,000 for a painted glass finish
Prices from £20,000
36 Cross Street, London N1 
( livingspaceuk.com)

MARTIN MOORE Sophisticated 
custom cabinetry painted in warm neutral 
shades and paired with mirrored glass, 
metallics and antiqued stone flooring  
is this company’s signature look. Seven 
showrooms sell its four collections.
Pictured This clean-lined kitchen 
features English oak cabinets and 
Caesarstone worktops
Prices from £35,000 for commissions
176 Westbourne Grove, London W11 
(martinmoore.com) ➤

JOHN LEWIS OF 

HUNGERFORD Stop by the west 
London showroom of this kitchen brand 
to compare its handmade ‘Shaker’, 
‘Artisan’, ‘Urban’, ‘Crème de la Crème’ 
and ‘Pure’ ranges, as well as freestanding 
larders and dining furniture. There are 
14 further stores around the country.
Pictured ‘Pure’ kitchen, from £17,500
Prices from £17,500
156–158 Wandsworth Bridge Road, 
London SW6 ( john-lewis.co.uk)

J

L

M

LAURENCE PIDGEON Superb architectural kitchens by Italian brand  
Elmar and the German-made Hacker are on display at this west London showroom. 
You’ll also spot high-tech appliances by Swiss brand V Zug.
Pictured ‘Slim’ lacquer kitchen by Ludovica + Roberto Palomba for Elmar, with the 
option of an olive ash breakfast bar and pull-out table, from £25,000
Prices from £20,000 for commissions
31–35 Fulham High Street, London SW6 ( laurencepidgeon.com)

K

MAGNET Classic styling, clever 
storage ideas and competitive prices. For 
added simplicity, the British kitchen 
giant divides its collections into three 
broad ranges based on price: ‘Uniquely’, 
‘Purely’ and ‘Simply’ are all available at 
more than 200 showrooms nationwide.  
Pictured The ‘Newbury Grey’ kitchen 
with quartz worktops and copper 
handles, from £9,122
Prices from £2,325 
Showrooms nationwide (magnet.co.uk)

KITCHENS 

INTERNATIONAL This luxury 
retailer has a strong presence in Scotland, 
with showrooms in Aberdeen, Perth, 
Edinburgh, Broxburn and Glasgow. It 
sells Leicht, Poggenpohl and Stoneham 
kitchens, and its own ‘KI Collection’. 
Pictured The ‘+ Segmento’ kitchen in 
‘Sand Grey’ by Poggenpohl, from £20,000
Prices from £20,000
Denmore Rd, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen 
AB23 ( kitchensinternational.co.uk)
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MODUS Clean-lined cabinetry, carefully planned living zones and expert 
installation. A key dealer for the high-quality Warendorf kitchens (developed by 
appliance manufacturer Miele) and Pronorm kitchens, it also has its own collection.
Hot buy The sleek new ‘X-Line’ lacquered laminate handleless kitchen in ‘Indigo’  
by Pronorm, from £15,000 as shown
Prices from £18,000 for bespoke commissions
95 Chamberlayne Road, London NW10 (moduskitchens.com)

MATRIX DESIGN 

Contemporary style is the driving force 
at this London-based company, which 
presents its customers with 3D plans to 
aid the design process. Its latest kitchen 
is made using walnut, brass and marble, 
with leather-clad larder doors.
Pictured Oak veneered kitchen with 
bronze handles and a brass worktop
Prices from £30,000 for commissions
10 Thurloe Place, London SW7 
(matrixkitchens.co.uk)

MC STONE Expect to find top-
quality handleless kitchens, designed  
and made in Italy, finished with stone 
worktops and Dornbracht taps. This west 
London showroom is well worth a visit, 
whether you’re seeking a simple upgrade 
or a significant refurbishment.
Pictured A stunning wood-fronted 
kitchen, from £15,000
Prices from £5,000 for cabinetry
2 Chippenham Mews, London W9 
(mcstone.co.uk)

MOWLEM & CO A bespoke 
design company with showrooms in 
London, Knutsford, Edinburgh and 
Newcastle. Luxe details such as silver leaf 
splashbacks and accents of high-quality 
marble are signature motifs.
Pictured Glossy acrylic white island 
units teamed with a book-matched 
Marmara marble upstand
Prices from £30,000 for commissions
Showrooms nationwide  
(mowlemandco.com)

NICHOLAS ANTHONY 

Founded in 1963, this family-run brand 
sells premium kitchens by Siematic 
alongside its own collection. Displays 
promote the variety of finishes and 
colours on ofer. The flagship showroom 
is in London’s Marylebone.
Pictured Siematic’s new ‘Urban’  
kitchen, from £30,000
Prices from £30,000
44–48 Wigmore Street, London W1 
(nicholas-anthony.co.uk)

NNEIL LERNER Services here can 
be split into two broad categories – the 
‘Design’ arm of the business is all about 
creating bespoke kitchens, while the 
‘Solutions’ section ofers ready-made 
models by top German brands.
Pictured This stunning design with black 
stone veneer door fronts made from 
natural volcanic stone, from £40,000
Prices from £30,000
487–489 Finchley Road, London NW3 
(neillerner.com)
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NEPTUNE With 13 showrooms nationwide, including ones in Bournemouth and York, this British business designs and  
makes quality timber furniture. Its range of modern handcrafted kitchens – the warm oak ‘Henley’, Shaker-inspired ‘Sufolk’,  
elegant ‘Chichester’ and new pared-back ‘Limehouse’ – ofers great value for money.
Pictured The ‘Sufolk’ timber kitchen painted in navy with Carrara marble worktops, from £8,000
Prices from £8,000 
305–307 Chiswick High Road, London W4 (neptune.com)

PLAIN ENGLISH Fine bespoke 
units finished in heritage-inspired hues. 
Its new modular screens make perfect 
pantry or laundry dividers; if you’re on  
a budget, check out its more afordable 
ofshoot British Standard (see p87).
Pictured ‘Osea’ kitchen units painted in 
‘Inky Nib’ and ‘Draughty Passage’, with 
Belgian fossil stone worktops
Prices from £60,000 for commissions
28 Blandford Street, London W1 
(plainenglishdesign.co.uk)

POGGENPOHL Made-to-
measure quality kitchens available in  
a range of finishes from 19 venues across 
England and Scotland. A dedicated 
showroom opened in London last year  
to showcase the revolutionary ‘P’7340’ 
design, created with Porsche Design.
Pictured The new ‘P’7350’ kitchen, also 
created with Porsche Design, from £60,000
Prices from £30,000
Showrooms nationwide  
(poggenpohl.com) ➤

PPEDINI LONDON BY 

LIDA CUCINA Discover a wide 
array of German-engineered kitchens  
at this south London showroom, which  
is Pedini’s largest in Europe. New to its 
collection are the freestanding ‘Arts & 
Crafts’ units and ‘Materika’, which is 
beautifully crafted from exotic wood.
Pictured ‘Integra’ kitchen, from £40,000
Prices from £35,000
76 Queenstown Road, London SW8 
(pedinilondon.co.uk)
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PROMEMORIA Uber-luxe Italian 
furnishings are this company’s style. Its 
hero kitchen is ‘Angelina’, a customisable 
design that can be built using fine woods 
and stones, and finished with extras 
including wine storage.
Pictured The latest model with  
stained-grey cedar units, bronze details 
and a grey oak and marble worktop
Prices from £76,000 
99–101 Pimlico Road, London SW1 
(promemoria.com)

THE MAIN COMPANY 

Handmade in North Yorkshire for over 
30 years, this brand’s kitchens are crafted 
using traditional mortise and tenon 
joints and feel individual thanks to a mix 
of new and reclaimed materials. The 
showroom is located next to the workshop.
Pictured Rustic oak worktops combined 
with painted doors and pewter hardware
Prices from £12,000 for commissions
The Green, Green Hammerton YO26 
(themaincompany.co.uk)

ROUNDHOUSE Find all four exquisite made-to-order kitchen ranges – ‘Classic’, 
‘Urbo’, ‘Metro’ and ‘Shark’ – in finishes including concrete and metal at the flagship 
London showroom. There are six further stores across the south of England.
Pictured The bestselling ‘Urbo’ handleless kitchen can be finished with a striking 
stone worktop and steel herb troughs
Prices from £40,000 for commissions
11 Wigmore Street, London W1 (roundhousedesign.com)

RROSSANA This prestigious Italian 
company opened its first stunning 
showroom in the UK last year. Visit  
now to explore a range of opulent, 
indulgent kitchens that feature rich 
metals, exotic timbers, unusual stone 
finishes and decorative marble.
Pictured The ‘HT50’ kitchen by Massimo 
Castagna in burnished silver, polished 
stone and eucalyptus, £90,000 as shown
Prices from £30,000
17 Duke Street, London W1 (rossana.uk.com)

SSMALLBONE OF DEVIZES

Bespoke handmade kitchens crafted in 
Wiltshire and displayed in showrooms 
across the country – visit Thurloe Place 
to see the latest collections. The company 
designs a range of styles, from classic ‘19th 
Century’ to modern ‘Metropolitan’.
Pictured Dark-stained timber cabinets 
and Calacatta marble worktops
Prices from £40,000 for commissions
6-7 Thurloe Place, London SW7 
(smallbone.co.uk)

TTEDDY EDWARDS BY 

KITCHEN ARCHITECTURE

This Oxfordshire showroom specialises 
in classic English kitchen and dining 
furniture. Choose from the Georgian-
look ‘Brooklands’, heritage-inspired 
‘Goodwood’ and Shaker-style ‘Silverstone’.
Pictured ‘Silverstone’ oak kitchen with a 
storage wall and ‘Tallanstown’ grey finish
Prices from £45,000 for commissions
67 Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 
(teddyedwards.co.uk)
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VARENNA BY POLIFORM Discover the latest kitchen trends at this Italian furniture company’s Chelsea showroom. 
Look out for the ‘Phoenix’ design, which ofers handles in various lengths and 30 colour options – our pick is black elm and canaletto 
walnut. A second showroom can be found at Design Centre Chelsea Harbour.
Pictured The new ‘Trail’ oak veneer kitchen with Noir Saint Laurent marble worktop and panel by Carlo Colombo, from £50,000
Prices from £50,000
278 Kings Road, London SW3 (poliformuk.com) 

TOM HOWLEYElegant hand-
painted bespoke kitchens, including the 
Shaker-style ‘Hartford’, which is the 
company’s best seller. You can view the 
designs in 11 showrooms. All furniture 
comes with a 10-year guarantee.
Pictured A classic kitchen with 
Emperadoro Caesarstone worktops and 
pillar details finished in ‘Sorrel’ paint
Prices from £35,000 for commissions
3 Wigmore Street, London, W1U 
(tomhowley.co.uk)

VVALCUCINE/FORZA 

Not only does this London showroom 
ofer own-brand contemporary kitchens 
by two top Italian firms, Valcucine and 
Forza, it also deals in furniture and 
lighting, meaning you can put a whole 
scheme together in one place.
Pictured The ‘Forma Mentis’ by 
Valcucine, from £35,000
Prices from £25,000
143–149 Great Portland Street,  
London W1 ( forza.co.uk)

WWICKES Select from 28 kitchen 
styles at this DIY chain, which has  
230 UK showrooms. Colours are 
predominantly neutral to enable 
customers to update accessories easily, 
and a comprehensive installation service 
means everything from cabinetry to 
flooring can be taken care of. 
Pictured The slick handleless ‘Sofia 
Pewter’ kitchen, £3,400 for eight units
Prices from £1,099
Showrooms nationwide (wickes.co.uk) ED
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1STDIBS 1stdibs.com
&TRADITION andtradition.com
AGA LIVING agaliving.com
ALESSI alessi.com
AMARA amara.com
AND OBJECTS andobjects.com
ARAM STORE aram.co.uk
ARTEDOMUS artedomus.com
ARTEMIDE artemide.com
ARTILLERIET artilleriet.se
ASTER CUCINE astercucine.it
ASTON MATTHEWS
astonmatthews.co.uk
B&Q diy.com
BELLOSTA RUBINETTERIE 
bellostarubinetterie.com
BELUX belux.com
BERT & MAY bertandmay.com
BERTAZZONI uk.bertazzoni.com
BLANCO blanco.co.uk
BLOOMINGVILLE 
bloomingville.com
BOFFI boiuk.com
BOROUGH KITCHEN 
boroughkitchen.com
BRABANTIA brabantia.com
BRITISH STANDARD 
CUPBOARDS 
britishstandardcupboards.co.uk
BULTHAUP bulthaup.com
BY LASSEN bylassen.com
CAESARSTONE  
caesarstone.co.uk
CAFFE ITALIA cofeeitalia.co.uk
CAPLE www.caple.co.uk
CARL HANSEN & SØN 
carlhansen.com
CESAR cesar.it
CONCREATIONS 
concreations.co.uk
CONDARI condari.com.au
CONNAUGHT KITCHENS 
connaughtkitchens.co.uk
COSENTINO 
silestone.co.uk
CORCOLEUM corcoleum.co.za
CP HART cphart.co.uk
CRANE COOKWARE  
cranecookware.com
DARO daro.com
DE’LONGHI delonghi.co.uk
DESIGNFINGER 
designfinger.co.uk
DEVOL devolkitchens.co.uk
DINESEN dinesen.com
DORNBRACHT dornbracht.com
DUALIT dualit.com
DULUX dulux.co.uk
DUPONT dupont.co.uk
DYKE & DEAN 
dykeanddean.com
EARTHBORN 
earthbornpaints.co.uk
ECORA ecora.co.uk
ECOVACS ecovacs.com
EDWARD BULMER potsofpaint.com
ELECTROLUX electrolux.com
ELMAR elmarcucine.com
EMERY & CIE emeryetcie.com
ESPRESSO DESIGN 
espressodesign.co.uk
ESSE esse.com

FALCON falconappliances.com
FARROW & BALL 
farrow-ball.com
FERM LIVING fermliving.com
FIRED EARTH firedearth.com
FISHER & PAYKEL fisherpaykel.com
FLOORING CENTRE 
flooringsuppliescentre.co.uk
FLORIM florim.it
FORT STANDARD 
fortstandard.com
FORZA forza.co.uk
FRAMA framacph.com
FRANKE franke.com
FRENCH CONNECTION 
frenchconnection.com
GAGGENAU gaggenau.com
GESSI gessi.com
GLOBAL globalknives.uk
GOODHOOD LONDON 
goodhoodstore.com
GRACE & THORN 
graceandthorn.com
GREEN SQUARE 
greensquare.com
H&M hm.com
HABITAT habitat.co.uk
HARIO hario.co.uk
HARTS OF STUR hartsofstur.com
HARVEY JONES 
harveyjones.com
HEAL’S heals.co.uk
HIKU hiku.us
HI-MACS himacs.eu
HOUSE DOCTOR housedoctor.dk
HOUSE ENVY house-envy.co.uk
HOUSE LAB houselab.co.uk
HOUSEOLOGY houseology.com
HTH hth-kitchen.com
IFJ HOLDINGS i�-holdings.jp
IKEA ikea.com
INDESIT indesit.co.uk
INVOXIA invoxia.com
IROKO irokodesigns.com
JIA jia-inc.com
JOHN LEWIS johnlewis.com
JOHN PORTER WORKTOPS 
worktops.uk.com
KARTELL kartell.com
KENWOOD kenwoodworld.com
KØBENHAVNS 
MØBELSNEDKERI 
kbhsnedkeri.dk
KRIEDER krieder.com
KVIK kvik.com
KWC kwctaps.co.uk
LABOUR AND WAIT 
labourandwait.co.uk
LACANCHE MODERNE 
lacanchemoderne.co.uk
LA CORNUE lacornue.com
LAGO lago.it
LAKELAND lakeland.co.uk
LAMINAM laminam.it
LAMINEX laminex.com.au
LATHAMS lathamtimber.co.uk
LA TRÉSORERIE latresorerie.fr
LAURENCE PIDGEON 
laurencepidgeon.com
LG lg.com
LINDSEY LANG lindseylang.co.uk
LITTLE GREENE littlegreene.com

MADE A MANO 
madeamano.com
MADE IN DESIGN 
madeindesign.co.uk
MAGNET magnet.co.uk
MANDARIN STONE 
mandarinstone.com
MARBLE GRANITE LIMESTONE 
WAREHOUSE mglw.co.uk
MARTIN MOORE 
martinmoore.com
MENU menu.as
METAL SHEETS metalsheets.co.uk
METTE mettecreates.com
METROCS metrocs.jp
MIELE miele.co.uk
MOLTENI DADA 
dada-kitchens.com
MOMOSAN momosanshop.com
MOROCCAN BAZAAR 
moroccanbazaar.co.uk
MOSAIC DEL SUR 
cement-tiles.com
MUD AUSTRALIA 
mudaustralia.com
MULTIFORM multi-form.co.uk
MUTINA mutina.it
MUUBS muubs.com
MUUTO muuto.com
NATIVE & CO nativeandco.com
NEST nest.co.uk
NICHOLAS ANTHONY 
nicholas-anthony.co.uk
OGGETTO oggetto.com
ORIGINAL BTC originalbtc.com
PANTELLIGENT 
pantelligent.com
PEZULA INTERIORS 
pezulainteriors.co.za
PHILIPS lighting.philips.com
PIERRE + CHARLOTTE 
pierreandcharlotte.com
PIERRE ROBLIN roblin.fr
PIET HEIN EEK pietheineek.nl
PLAIN ENGLISH 
plainenglishdesign.co.uk
POGGENPOHL poggenpohl.com
POLIFORM VARENNA 
poliform.it
PRONORM pronorm.de
RAK CERAMICS 
rakceramics.co.uk
REFIN CERAMICHE 
refin-ceramic-tiles.com
REFORM reformcph.com
RETROUVIUS retrouvius.com
REZINA rezina.it
ROBERT WELCH 
robertwelch.com
ROCKETT ST GEORGE 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk
ROSSANA rossana.it
ROWEN & WREN 
rowenandwren.co.uk
ROXXOR INTERNATIONAL 
roxxor-international.com
ROYAL DOULTON 
royaldoulton.co.uk
SA BAXTER sabaxter.com
SALVATORI salvatori.it
SAMSUNG samsung.com/uk
SCHMIDT schmidt-kitchens.com
SCP scp.co.uk

SCREWFIX screwfix.com
SERAX serax.com
SIECLE COLOUR
makespeoplehappy.co.uk
SIEMATIC siematic.com
SIMPLE HUMAN 
simplehuman.com
SKAGERAK skagerak.dk
SKANDIUM skandium.com
SKINFLINT DESIGN 
skinflintdesign.co.uk
SKULTUNA skultuna.com
SLICE VENEERS 
sliceveneers.com.au
SMARTER smarter.am
SMEG smeguk.com
SOLA KITCHENS 
solakitchens.com 
STEININGER 
steininger-masterpieces.com
STONE ITALIANA 
stoneitaliana.com.au
STRING string.se
SUB-ZERO & WOLF 
subzero-wolf.co.uk
SUPERFOLK superfolk.com
SUPERFRONT  
superfront.com
TEFORIA teforia.com
TEMPER STUDIO 
temperstudio.com
THE CONCRETE FLOORING 
theconcreteflooring.com
THE CONRAN SHOP 
conranshop.co.uk
THE FRENCH HOUSE 
thefrenchhouse.co.uk
THE METAL STORE 
themetalstore.co.uk
THE NEW CRAFTSMEN 
thenewcraftsmen.com
THE WATERMARK COLLECTION 
thewatermarkcollection.eu
TINE K HOME tinekhome.com
TISETTANTA tisettanta.com
TOM DIXON tomdixon.net
TOPCRET topcret.co.uk
TOPPS TILES toppstiles.co.uk
TWENTYTWENTYONE 
twentytwentyone.com
URBAN COTTAGE INDUSTRIES 
urbancottageindustries.com
USM usm.com
UTILITY DESIGN 
utilitydesign.co.uk
VALCUCINE valcucine.com
VILLEROY & BOCH 
villeroy-boch.co.uk
VITAMIX vitamix.co.uk
VOLA vola.com
WEST ELM westelm.co.uk
WESTIN westin.co.uk
WHIRLPOOL whirlpool.co.uk
WOODWORKERS 
woodlove.co.za
WORKSHOP  
workshopliving.co.uk
WRONG FOR HAY 
wrongforhay.com
YORKSHIRE DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES
yorkshiredesignassociates.co.uk
ZIP zipwater.com

ADDRESS BOOK

STOCK ISTS
Love something you’ve seen in ELLE Decoration Kitchens? Here’s where to buy it 
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TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS VISIT  

THISSURVEY.COM/KITCHENS BEFORE  

MAY 5 FOR A CHANCE TO WIN*

To celebrate the first edition of ELLE Decoration Kitchens, 
we’d love to get your feedback. Tell us a little about the style 

of your kitchen, the kit you love and the things you want, 
and when you’re planning your next kitchen project. 

As a thank you for your feedback, we’re giving you the 
chance to win a £500 Liberty voucher. Good luck!

ELLE DECORATION 

NEEDS YOU!
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DES IGN  DECODED The making of a modern classic

‘AGA’ by Dr Gustaf Dalén

Sometimes great success can stem from catastrophe.  
The ‘AGA’ is a prime example. In 1912, Swedish 
industrialist, inventor and physicist Dr Nils Gustaf Dalén 
(1869–1937) was left blinded after an explosion in his 
laboratory. He was in the process of testing a new way  
of automatically illuminating lighthouses with gas 
accumulators (a type of energy storage device), for which 
he won a Nobel Prize for Chemistry. With his eyesight 
ruined, Dalén was forced to work mainly from home, 
where he realised how his wife struggled with household 
chores. This insight caused a eureka moment that led  
him to turn his knowledge of gas accumulators to  
a new purpose: in 1922, ten years after his accident,  
Dalén designed a cast-iron cooker with a stove, water 
heater and laundry dryer all in one. Patented in the  
same year, the ‘AGA’, an acronym that translates as 
Aktiebolaget (the Swedish for limited company) Gas 

Accumulator, soon became a hit in Swedish homes. 
Designed with a single burner and a thermostat to 
monitor eicient heat distribution, it could cook food 
slowly or keep it warm for hours.

It wasn’t until seven years later that the ‘AGA’ made  
its way to Britain. With the help of sales strategist David 
Ogilvy (the man believed to have inspired the TV hit Mad 
Men), it became a fashionable symbol of cool country 
living. The original design evolved, with French-born 
American designer Raymond Loewy (famous for creating 
the Lucky Strike cigarette box) and fellow creative David 
Scott adding many of the features we see today. 

The modern ‘AGA’ uses state-of-the-art technology, even 
allowing you to operate it via a smartphone app, and comes 
in many colours. However, the design remains much the 
same as when Dalén invented it more than 94 years ago. 
‘City60’ (below), from £4,995 (agaliving.com). ED  

A NOBEL CAUSE

Dr Nils Gustaf Dalén, inventor  
of the ‘AGA’, won a Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1912. His speciality 
was the use of gas accumulators 
– the key to his cookers’ eiciency.

THE ENDURING CLASSIC

The ‘Dual-Control 3-Oven’ (above) has  
iconic  looks, but with added cutting-edge 
functionality and reduced fuel consumption.

THE GOOD LIFE

AGA’s genius has been to 
sell a lifestyle as well as  
a cooker – early brochures 
contained recipe cards by 
well-known food writer 
Ambrose Heath and the 
AGA showroom held 
cookery demonstrations.

HOME ON  

THE RANGE

David Ogilvy’s advertising firm, 
WT Wren, helped to form the 
image of the ‘AGA’ as the heart  
of the home. This cosy family 
appeal is still core to the 
company’s success today.
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