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New tech with the power to dent the universe

P R E S E N T S…

GameChanger

LOV E TUR NTA BLE  
With the vinyl revival in full swing right now, turntables are hot property, and high-end players ten-a-penny (so much so, 

we’ll be testing the very best record players in a future issue of T3, so watch this space). Everyone’s trying to carve out their 
niche in the ever-growing space, but none has ever looked like this one before…

Unlike a traditional player, the LOVE Turntable does away with the conventional mount and needle arm; instead you get a unit that 
looks like something Spock would store his glasses in. Unsurprisingly, design legend Yves Behar (of Hive Active Heating fame) 
is behind LOVE’s outlandish, genre-warping style, with two distinct pieces: a mount on which records are placed, and a ‘stylus’ 

which is placed on top. The LOVE Turntable automatically scans and adapts to any size of record – it’s compatible with LPs and 45s 
– and determines the number of tracks available. Where things get really neat is when you wirelessly pair your phone with the player. 

Instead of on-unit controls, Bluetooth beams playback power to your handset, enabling you to play/pause, skip tracks, and 
adjust volume from a distance. When you want to power down, just tap the stylus. The LOVE Turntable is smart, 

elegant and thoroughly T3. 
Price `TBA Available October 2017 URL kickstarter.com



Which one will be your super phone?

It’s the question we ask you this month 
by showcasing some of the phones that 
have recently launched, or are about to 
launch, in the market. Check it out on 
pg 34.

If you’re interested in finding out the 
best VR setup, check out our State of 
the Art column this month where we take 
a look at HTC Vive, PlayStation VR on 
Oculus Rift.

Is it possible to host a tech party? Our 
Man Vs Tech feature explores the same 
on pg 48.

Our reviews this month vary from a 
gaming console from Nintendo to Oppo’s 
latest selfie-centric phone to a 4K TV 
to a compact camera. Check out our 
verdict from pg 65 onwards.

Editor’s letter
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YOUR NEXT SUPERPHONE
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30 Opinion 

I don’t know where to begin with this er, 
‘laptop’.  
Neither do we but let’s start by answering 
what you’re going to ask first. That huge 
attachment at the back is a liquid cooling 
dock to keep things cool.

Liquid cooling in a laptop?
We know what you’re thinking. It’s 
something you’d associate with full-size 
desktops no? But the GX800 over here 
has some pretty serious over-clocked 
hardware. It is powered by an Intel Core 
i7-6820HK processor unlocked to run at 
up to 4.2GHz, two Geforce GTX 1080 
graphic cards running in SLI mode, 
3x512GB SSD for storage, support for 
64GB RAM and a 4K UHD display.
 
I understood everything you said. And 
good luck getting playable frame rates at 
that resolution.  
In case you skipped over the monster 
configuration, it’s safe to say that a 
majority of games will run at a playable 
frame rate of 30FPS in glorious UHD 
resolution. In case the 18.4-inch LED 
panel isn’t enough, you can connect a 
G-Sync monitor to prevent screen tearing 
at high refresh rates or even use your VR 
headset to enjoy exclusive games.
 
Sorry, I take back what I said. Everything 
is overkill about it, isn’t it?  
And how. We haven’t even mentioned the 
mechanical keyboard implemented by 

Asus ROG GX800  
`7,97,990, asus.com/in/ 

Asus. The MechTAG (Mechanical Tactile 
Advanced Gaming) keyboard is said to 
produce loud and satisfying clacks. With 
features like 30 key rollover, soft-touch 
coating, customisable RGB backlighting 
for each key and programmable macros, 
very few dedicated keyboards will be 
able to come close.

I don’t even want to ask about the power 
it will require. 
But we want to tell you anyway. Two 
330W power supplies are required to 
juice both the laptop and cooler 
separately. Even the power supplies are 
huge, weighing in at 1.1kg each! Asus even 
designed a new one-way connector with 
a locking mechanism to be able to handle 
more current, heat and stress. After all, 
with great power comes expensive 
electricity bills!

Deep. What if someone is feeling 
masochistic enough to carry it?
Although you have an option to strain 
your back by carrying it in a backpack, 
the custom-built suitcase looks to be the 
safer choice to transport something this 
expensive. Now this is a bit subjective but 
we feel it would have been better for the 
logo on it to be smaller and not scream 
“I’m gaming equipment!”  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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At that price, I’m not even going to 
bother asking about availability.  
Not that you’d get it either since Asus  
has produced only 80 units worldwide. 
Limited edition doesn’t even begin  
to cover it. 



 Hype
ASUS ROG GX800  

You really need 
a deep pocket to 
own one
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The storage is running in RAID 0 
mode, leading to extremely short 
game-loading times

The quartet of 3W speakers are 
enhanced with Asus Sonic Boost  
and Sonic Radar

An external antenna is 
bundled to boost WiFi 
signal strength

Vinyl stats
Docking port  
Hot swap with ease   
 
10.4kg  
Combined weight of  
the laptop and cooler   

Anti-glare coating  
No more pesky reflections  

 
ESS SABRE DAC  
Outputs high-quality  

audio in your headphones
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Sony Xperia XZs  
`49,990, sonymobile.com/in

Hey! You already covered this phone last month.  
No, we didn’t. That was the Xperia XZ Premium but given how 
similar they look, we forgive you for the misunderstanding. 
Sony and its decision to stick to unified design is the culprit 
here.  

Hang on. So they’re two different phones? What’s  
different here? 
Good question, but the truth is it has taken a select few 
features from the XZ Premium and packaged it into a smaller 
build powered by last year’s Qualcomm Snapdragon 820. The 
design is more or less what you can expect from Sony 
although the rear camera protrudes a bit.  

I’m not really a fan of camera humps. 
You say that now, but the upside is that it can record slow-
motion video in 1080p resolution at 960FPS. It is the 
industry’s first triple-layer stacked CMOS image sensor using 
the new Motion Eye system. Activation requires pressing a 
special button onscreen but it’s limited only to 0.2 seconds 
which is then output as a six- second video.

Eh, I was expecting a bit more.  
Hard to please aren’t you? Just so you know, there’s a lot more 
on offer. Predictive Capture can help you get the best snap by 
sensing motion in the frame and capturing four images at 
different instances, which can be both, before or after the 
shutter click so you have a good variety to choose from.    

Good to hear but shed some light on low-light performance.
The Achilles heel of many a camera doesn’t seem to apply 
here. The XZs has a faster scan rate, which reduces the noise 
in low-light images by up to 50 percent so it can tackle 
low-contrast images admirably. 

Any protection from environmental hazards?  
Yes, it has IP65/68 water-resistant rating, making it perfectly 
capable of withstanding sudden spills, splashes or unexpected 
showers. Be averse of waterbodies no more!

Doesn’t using the camera so much takes a toll on the battery? 
Quite right and that is why the battery charging system takes 
the best of both worlds by combining Qnovo Adaptive 
Charging and Quick Charge 3.0 technology. Not only do you 
get a considerable charge in less time but also protection 
from overcharging. 

The oblong power button on 
the side also doubles as a 
fingerprint sensor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Vital stats
0.5sec  
Quick launch and 
capture speed   
 
 
8x 
Maximum digital  
zoom

64GB  
Expandable up to 
256GB via microSD

 
1.22μm  

Pixel Pitch of the 
rear camera
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HP EliteOne 800 G3  
All-in-One
from ̀ 62,990 hp.com/in

Pleasantly surprised to see an all-in-one after ages.   
They still have a place even after the proliferation of 
smartphones and shrinking laptops. The EliteOne has been 
retooled a bit to attract, in HP’s own words, the ‘millennial 
workforce’.    

Why is the camera not integrated?
For a very good reason as it’s the first commercial AIO with 
dual facing cameras. This pop-up webcam comes with infrared 
supporting Windows Hello login by scanning your facial 
features. Plus that’s how it has really thin micro-edge bezels.

I can see that and the screen looks even better as a result.  
Agreed, and you’ll also be happy to know there is an option for 
a non-glare display which is quite a rarity among touch screens. 
Glare fans can set their minds at rest knowing that option is still 
there in both touch and non-touch panels.

Options aplenty! Anyway, the speaker is generously big.  
Bang & Olufsen has specially tuned the internal speaker to 
make it sound better but if that isn’t your jam then you can still 

Taking size into 
consideration, there 
are a surprisingly large 
number of hardware choices 
available

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
2MP  
Resolution of  
the webcam 
   
Energy star certified  
Uses a low  
halogen display     

23.8”  
Size of the  

Full-HD display  
 

Realtek ALC221  
The codec behind  

the audio

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

plug in your microphone and listen in peace without disturbing 
anyone else. 
 
Besides Windows Hello, are there any extra security features?  
Plenty. HP Sure Start Gen3 is able to protect it against attacks 
on the BIOS level while HP Client Security Suite Gen3 
safeguards against thefts, attacks and unauthorised users. 
Managing a fleet of them is also made easier with the HP 
Manageability Integration Kit.

Any way to see such information on the go?  
The HP WorkWise smartphone app will show you everything 
from security to performance and can also simplify printer 
installation by scanning the QR code to automatically install the 
driver. The best part is the Tamper Detection feature alerting 
you against a large number of parameters like failed sign-in, 
movement, lid tampering etc.
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Micromax Dual5
`24,999, micromaxinfo.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Wow, haven’t heard of this company in ages.  
After a long hiatus, Micromax has made a conscious 
decision to ditch its ‘budget device’ label. The Dual5 is the 
first step in that direction.  

It doesn’t look any different from other offerings in the 
market though. 
Agreed but at least the all-metal unibody and visible dual 
antenna lines on the back don’t make it look like a cheap 
device. The 2.5D curved glass and design also make it 
functionally more ergonomic.
 
Why is there a strange button on the left side?
Micromax calls it the ‘smart button’ but it’s just a fancy 
name for a shortcut key that can be configured to launch 
functions like audio recording, flashlight or even snapping 
a picture without the need to unlock the device.

That camera looks interesting.   
The dual camera system on the rear is powered
popular Sony IMX258 sensors having an apertu
It delivers quality clicks by combining the outpu  
monochrome lens with the RGB one further 
supplemented by SLR-level colour-temperature

Sweet setup. The camera app any good? 
Plenty good, with options like anti-haze, black-a d h
dual focus, macro, slow shutter, time lapse and a  
mode allowing for fine-tuning shots. Beauty mo
various filters can help with making your front-c  
selfie shots look even better.
 
Where’s that killer feature though? 
Something quite relevant in today’s world and th  
security. The company uses a military-grade sec
with CC EAL 5+ security certification encrypting y
on a hardware level. Even the anti-theft system 
implemented. 
 
In what way? 
It auto-locks the phone within 30 seconds of 
SIM-card removal and wipes the data clean if th  
correct pin isn’t entered within 60 minutes.  
It even sends a photograph of the thief who  
tries stealing it. 

Secure Vault opens a 
second interface to store 
your secret information

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
5.5 inches  
Size of the FHD super 
AMOLED screen  

4GB LPDDR3  
Ample amount of RAM for 
multitasking

13MP  
Resolution of the 

front camera  

3200mAh  
Capacity of the fast 

charging battery 
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Acer Predator 15 and 17
Starting from ̀ 1,59,999, acer.com

Are you trying to trick me? I’ve seen these models before.  
We wouldn’t even think about it! This is the updated 
line-up in the Predator series launched abroad late last 
year, and it’s finally made its way to India. Blame Acer for 
making the new models sport a near identical look!

So much for hoping they’d temper the aggressiveness.  
Sadly, the red illumination and design haven’t been toned 
down, although the exhaust vents at the rear have 
changed a bit. The move to the cooler Geforce GTX 1060 
GPU meant that the design could have further been 
slimmed down.

Heat dissipation shouldn’t be an issue then?
It better not, as Acer has implemented FrostCore, which is 
what they call the swappable fan design that can be 
placed after switching out the optical drive. The company 
claims it is the world’s thinnest metal fan blade, called the 
Aero Blade.
 
So it keeps things frosty. Moving on, can that red lighting 
be customised?   
Yes and no. WASD, directional arrows, touchpad, macro 
keys and the power button will always remain red even if 
you change the colour scheme of the rest of the 
keyboard. The profile button at the top left can be 
pressed to cycle between the various profiles.

How easy or difficult is it to access the hardware?  
The access panel can be removed without much difficulty 
to add RAM or change the storage, including both hard 
disk and M.2 SSD. Everything else requires further 
disassembly of the chassis.

Oh well. Speaking of the chassis, the speaker grilles look 
menacing. 
Appropriate enough, as the speaker system is called 
SoundPound and comes with a dedicated subwoofer at 
the bottom. The bundled Dolby Audio software provides 
various presets for different types of sound. 
 
Lastly, what are the differences between the two models? 
They are practically same other than the obvious increase 
in screen size from 15.6 inches to 17.3 inches. The 
specifications are completely identical. 

Killer DoubleShot 
Pro helps split your 
internet requirements 
simultaneously over wired 
and wireless connections  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
140 degrees 
Maximum opening angle 
of the display lid   

GSYNC  
Refresh rate is capped 
at 60Hz though

DustDefender  
Keeps dust at bay  

 
8000mAh  

Capacity of the 
eight-cell battery
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OnePlus 3T Midnight Black 
`34,999, oneplusstore.in

Didn’t OnePlus announce the 3T? I remember it reading 
in T3!
You are absolutely right. OnePlus did announce 
OnePlus 3T and we did take a thorough look earlier this 
year. However, the special thing here is the new 
Midnight Black colour that will sell in limited batches.

I have seen black-coloured smartphones before. What’s 
so special in OnePlus 3T’s ‘Midnight Black’?
On the surface, it’s a black coloured phone but the end 
result was achieved after multiple iterations. According 
to OnePlus, they managed to get the colour right after 
30 iterations and a 14-micron-thick application of dark 
coating on the phone’s “space-grade aluminium”. 
Moreover, the OnePlus 3T Midnight Black features an 
anti-fingerprint layer to keep those fingerprint smudges 
off and make the device look shiny as new.

What about the hardware? Has it also gone through a 
revamp like the colour?
The current OnePlus 3T comes with state-of-the-art 
hardware that is powerful enough to give some 
expensive flagship phones a run for their money. 
However, if you’re looking for specifics, we can confirm 
it is equipped with Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 821 
processor, 6GB RAM, and a 5.5-inch OLED display with 
Corning Gorilla Glass 4. 

What about the cameras?
They are again the same as the ones found in the 
Gunmetal and Soft Gold variants, which means both the 
front and back are equipped with 16MP sensors. The 
camera also supports auto-HDR, noise reduction and 
PDAF for faster autofocus. 

Does the Midnight Black edition have Dash Charging?
It does and we love it! The Dash Charger can charge the 
phone from 0 to 100 in just over an hour, which is faster 
than most fast charging solutions in the market. 

Can I buy it right now?
Getting a hold on one is tough as OnePlus is releasing it 
in limited batches. But keep your eyes peeled on the 
official store or pay a visit to the Experience Store in 
Bengaluru.

The all-black colour 
makes it the best-looking 
OnePlus 3T yet
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Vital stats
Type-C
Uses USB 2.0 Type-C 
interface

14 microns
Thickness for a perfect 
dark coat

3400mAh  
Capacity of the 

battery

128GB 
UFS 2.0 Internal 

Storage
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Sony SRS-XB40
`13,990, sony.co.in
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These speakers are quite colourful!
Indeed, they are. These are the new Sony 
speakers from the Extra Bass series that 
come with multicoloured line light, speaker 
lights, and a flashing strobe. 

Looks like a perfect candidate for my small 
house party next weekend!
You won’t be disappointed. It’s decent 
enough to play quality sound while 
delivering a powerful, clear bass sound in a 
compact, portable speaker and if you feel it’s 
not enough, connect two XB40s to create a 
wider stereo sound. There’s also a Wireless 
Party Chain that connects up to 10 speakers 
from the Extra Bass range wirelessly to sync 
music and lighting, making it suitable for a 
party environment. 

What about the sound? Bluetooth 
sometimes tend to lower the audio quality.
Not with the SRS-XB40 it doesn’t. Its dual 
passive radiators work to produce low-end 
tones, thus helping the bass, whereas the 
LDAC audio tech from Sony transmits three 
times more data than conventional 
Bluetooth, ensuring high-quality audio 
playback wirelessly. 

What else should I know?
If colours are your thing, the 
speaker supports Fiestable 
app that allows you to change 
the speaker lights, playback 
and sound effects. It also has a 
water-resistant design, voice 
guidance and multi-device 
connectivity.

Is it available for purchase?
Yes, you can purchase it now in black.

Fiestable app makes it 
easy to customise lights, 
music playback and DJ 
sound effects

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
NFC
One-touch pairing with 
NFC-enabled devices

10
Speakers can be 
connected with Wireless 
Party Chain

24
Hours of  

battery life

IPX5
Adheres to water-

resistant 
standards
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BenQ W1210ST 
`1,25,000, benq.co.in
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I
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This is a gaming projector? Please tell me more! 
The W1210ST is the world’s first projector built 
specially for gaming with 16.67ms low-input lag. This 
translates to gamers not suffering from any lag when 
having an intense gaming session on their console of 
choice. 
 
The lighting situation in my home isn’t the best 
though.
That won’t be a problem at all because this guy comes 
with two dedicated modes to remedy the situation. 
Game mode takes advantage of darker rooms while 
Game Bright mode as the namesake implies, adjusts 
the output to match the environmental lighting to 
provide balanced brightness and contrast.

But these game modes always compromise on image 
quality... 
Hopefully, that shouldn’t be a concern since the 
calibrated 6x speed RGBRGB colour wheel can output 
lifelike visuals. The settings can be adjusted for 

P t t o t 
p g
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Vital stats
10w  
Output of the speakers 
 
16:9  
Native aspect  
ratio

15000:1  
Contrast ratio 

 
28  

Onscreen display 
languages 

Nice to see eee somsomsomsomethethiing in white.
It is, isn’t it? Certainly refefrereshshinng to see a ppppppprororojejej ctcttttorororoor
buck the trend, what with everyone sticking too bblalackccck 
and having a crazy design for gaming peripherals. 

ooooooooooortrtrttrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtPiccturture  ie in pn icticticture susuuuppoppoppoppoppoppppppoppppppppppp
gggggggcancan hehelplp in in inninin inini mulmulmulm titttittitaskaskaskskskssksksksskskingingingingngingingninggg

brightness, contrast, focus, walls with different colours 
and zoom so you have ample control.  

What if I have a small game room? 
This is also not a problem with the BenQ projector. It 
can produce a 100-inch full HD image just 1.5 metres 
away from the wall. You don’t have to worry about 
needing a lot of space for a massive picture and since 
it’s small, you can also keep it on a coffee table.  
 
Wait a minute! This is a compact projector?  
Yeah and even comes in a carry case to further show 
off its portability. So you can tote it around for an 
impromptu gaming session or two since it weighs just 
3.6kg and has a slim profile of 121.7mm.  

Sounds like a solid buy for gamers. 
Funny that you mention sound because the projector 
also features two chamber speakers that are housed 
in resonant sound chambers to produce quality stereo 
sound. It is further enhanced by BenQ’s proprietary 
CinemaMaster Audio.



Gaming & VR
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Huawei Watch 2
`TBA, huawei.com

My Huawei Watch 1 is pretty badass.  
Why should I upgrade?
You’ll dig the features of Huawei’s sporty 
second-gen smartwatch – there’s also a 
stylish Classic option if you prefer 
something more traditional. An abrasion- 
and water-resistant ceramic bezel and 
Corning Gorilla Glass face helps the 
Watch 2 withstand punishment, whether 
you’re sweating it out in the gym or 
boardroom.

So the Watch 2 can help me train?
You bet! Beneath the bezel you’ll fin  
mountain of fitness-tracking tech, 
including a three-axis gyroscope an  
compass, barometer, GPS and hear  
sensor. All that adds up to live GPS 
mapping, heart-rate monitoring an  
coaching. There’s also an offline m  
function piping your playlists to yo  
wireless earphones.

Will it still work without my phon
Oh yes. Opt for Huawei’s 4G mod  
you can receive messages and c  
wherever you go.

So what’s powering it?
A Qualcomm processor, plus th  
Android Wear 2.0 OS features   c   
new interface, better iPhone  
integration and the ability to ru   
apps natively, plus it puts Goo  
Assistant and Android Pay dir y  
on your wrist.  

When can I strap one on?
The Huawei Watch 2 is availa e 
this month.
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Vital stats
4GB
The internal storage 
available for keeping 
music on the watch

40g
The Watch 2’s weight 
(minus the strap). 
The Classic weighs 47g

326PPI
The resolution 
of the 1.2-inch 
AMOLED display

1.1GHz
The Watch 2 is 

powered by a speedy 
Qualcomm processor

Switching to ‘watch’ mode limits 
the Huawei Watch 2 to just step 
counting and displaying the 
time. The result is a tasty 
timepiece that lasts up to 25 
days per full charge

The Watch 2 is a 
smidge larger than its 
predecessor, but also 

a few grams lighter, so 
there’s no noticeable 

difference on the wrist
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D-Link Omna 180 cam
`TBA, dlink.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

What am I looking at, T3?
This is D-Link’s new Full HD, Wi-Fi home 
security camera. It’s special because it’s one 
of the first cameras to support A e 
HomeKit. The Omna has a 180-d g e l  
too, enabling it to view more of t o  
surveying. Don’t worry about any a  
from the wide-eye lens – D-Link’ -  
tech means any recorded video i y l 
clear when you view it.

Where does it save the footage?
While a lot of Wi-Fi cameras stor f g
in the cloud, requiring you to tak  
subscription service, the Omna s s
footage, including motion detect -
triggered video clips and pre-eve  
snapshots, onto a microSD card t  
128GB).

And it works with Apple HomeKi ?
The Omna is one of the first cam s
supported in this way, so it will pl y n h 
other HomeKit devices. For examp ,
camera senses movement when ’  
it can automatically turn the ligh n f
senses movement when you’re o o  
will sound an alarm. 

What else does it do?
The Omna packs infrared LEDs f  
vision duty, enabling you see up fiv
metres away in complete darkne t
features a microphone and spea f
listening and two-way audio pur e .

Cool. When can I buy this?
The D-Link Omna 180 Cam HD is o
available in India yet.

MAY 2017 W W W.T3INDIA.COM
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Vital stats
1920 x 1080
The Omna records in 
Full HD for sharp, 
detailed images

128GB
Add a microSD card to 
store your videos on and 
access whenever you need

180 degrees
The wide-angle lens 
sees more than most 

other cameras

Five metres
The distance those 

infrared LEDs enable 
you to see in darkness

The camera works with 
other Apple HomeKit 

devices so it can turn 
on lights, change 

the temperature and 
sound alarms when 

motion is detected. 
You have the option of 
setting commands for 

the camera via Apple’s 
Home app in iOS 10 or 

D-Link’s Omna app

With Omna, you can maintain a 
permanent watch over your home 

regardless of where you are 
in the world. Listen to what’s 
happening at home, and speak 
to whoever’s in your house, 
using the Omna’s built-in 

microphone and speaker
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t’s a terrible world we live 
in, isn’t it readers? War, 
terror, corruption, a 
President made of sweaty, 

orange putty. These are GRIM TIMES.
But do you know what keeps me happy 
amidst all the travails? Toilets. As a 
British person, I find khazis almost 
endlessly hilarious. I expect you do too!
For reasons I’ll come to shortly, I 
recently was speaking to some leading 
members of the interior design press. 
They actually get to go to press 
conferences for sinks and baths and 
taps and toilets. At a recent one, a new 
loo was announced, with great fanfare. 
All the European journalists sat 
solemnly nodding and scribbling notes 
saying things like “dual flush – v good” 
and “heated seat”. Meanwhile, in the 
British part of the room, they were all 
prodding each other, chortling like 
excited goats, making fart noises and 
shouting “Bum!” when the CEO wasn’t 
looking. That’s what tech is for, really. 
I’ve given up on it bringing about some 
kind of connected, hippy utopia. But it 
can still bring gaiety and a daily dose of 
pep. This month I saw what must be the 
ultimate jollity-enducing gadget: a 
‘smart toilet’. It was just part of the 
future of home plumbing, and let me 
tell ya: that future is safe, filtered, 
carbonated and clean.

Sink piece
So, this month, I found myself at 
Europe’s premier plumbing and 
sanitation-related show: ISH, which 
stands for International Something 
Something. I never did find out. 
ISH is in Frankfurt and it’s like the 
Geneva Motorshow of taps, sinks, 
baths, showers and toilets – all the 
hottest new en suite advancements are 
on show. And it is HUGE. Hall after vast 
hall is stuffed with the most beautiful 
sinks, baths, and other ceramic wares. 
This was great, if overwhelming. And 
perhaps, after the 17th hour of walking 

I
around, just a tad sam
there were also some t -
inspiring slivers of dig t
otherwise analogue w ld  
All of these came cour f
brand Grohe. It was ac ll h h  
had invited me out the  cl l
knows what I like. Firs
Guard, a smart sensor h ll  
shut off your mains su l h
of a leak – a rare exampl f  
home device that’s gen l f l
Even better was Blue, a h  
dispenses chilled, filte d b d 
water, with an app tha ll h  
it’s time to buy a new fil l  
genius in terms of both h f  
and the fine art of selli ff.
Also on show: a ridicul l  
shower head with a Ba l f  

stereo built into it, and disco lights. 
And then there was… The Sensia Arena. 
That may sound like a concert venue, 
but it is in fact an app-controlled smart 
toilet that blows water and hot air up 
your bum. Yes, the Japanese have had 
such things for years, but this is 
specifically for the European market. 
It is a wonder of modern tech, for sure, 
but mainly, at ISH, it was an unmissable 
opportunity for me to have all the 
features explained by a completely 
straight-faced salesman. Meanwhile, I 
tried to avoid cackling wildly at 
expressions such as ‘triple vortex flush’ 
– “one yank, gone!” as Alan Partridge 
once said – ‘anti-bacterial spray nozzle’ 
and ‘Lady ShowerTM’. Yes, naturlich, 
there are “separate arms for female and 

rear sprays”.  
Now let me talk you through more 
of what this thing can do, readers.
As you approach the Arena, it softly 
glows, so you can find it in the dark, 
and – as if your bathroom were 
attended by an overly helpful ghost 
– the lid rises of its own accord!
You can then go on to raise the seat, if 
you’re a gentleman, via the connected 
app. Meanwhile the toilet moistens its 
interior – so that nothing untoward can 
stick to the AquaCeramicsTM porcelain 
(slogan: “Clean for 100 years!”), and 
starts its own extraction fan, to suck 
away odour.
Your settings for pressure, feel and 
temperature of the cleaning sprays can 
also be set in the app, and used on any 
other Sensia Arena in the world. 
So now if you’re the type of guy who is 
always on the ro-ooo-oad, wherever 
you lay your crap, that’s your home.
If this isn’t the greatest use of tech – and 
the best way to spend 15 minutes at a 
trade show – EVER, then frankly, 
readers, I don’t know what is.

It’s like the Geneva 
Motorshow of taps, 
sinks, baths, showers 
and toilets

ey. However,
truly awe-
gital tech in this 
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Duncan Bell  
is on the loo
I’ve seen the future… and it has an app and 
blows a whole lot of hot air 
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You’d expect Guru’s 
position as a noted 
conspiracy perpetrator 
to place him firmly on 

board with the notion of planned 
obsolescence – the theory that 
devious engineers in device 
manufacturer labs squirrel bits of 
code into newer operating systems 
in order to cripple older devices and 
force a hardware upgrade. There’s 
probably a tiny shred of meat on that 
bone, but Guru is sure the practice 
is not as deliberate as it may seem. 
Software progresses as hardware 
progresses, this is a fundamental 
fact. Users, though, want all the latest 

whizz-pop features without shelling 
out. Manufacturers acquiesce in order 
to deflect the cursing that comes from 
‘dropping support’ of relatively young 
devices, and sluggishness ensues. 
“The LG G4 and V10 will receive 
Android Nougat after all,” crows a 
headline on Guru’s newsreader, almost 
as if the universe were suggesting 
that GaGu use facts to back up his 
belligerent ranting. Let’s see how that 

upgrade of two-year-old tech goes...
So really, it’s your fault for wanting 
nice things. Consider planned 
obsolescence away from the closed 
ecosystem of Apple phones, too. 
What’s the guarantee that a Samsung 
user is going to jump to another 
Samsung handset when there’s a 
world of alternative Android devices 
available? Purposefully giving users an 
unpleasant experience is bad business.
On to your precise problem. It’s 
definitely a software thing, probably 
caused by a newer version of your 
phone’s OS, so check your phone 
maker’s website and any associated 
forums to see if there’s a way you 
can downgrade. If not, you’ve likely 
bogged down the phone with apps 
and the like. Progress through these 
steps until you see results: delete some 
apps; back up your personal files and 
perform a reset of your system files; 
double-check that backup and do a 
full factory reset. Or just buy yourself a 
new phone – you know you want to.

Guru, my phone is much 
too slow. Help!

AAKASH SEHGAL

A ABOVE FYI, if 
you do see smoke 
coming from your 
phone, maybe 
take it out of 
your pocket. 
Quickly

“SOFTWARE PROGRESSES AS 
HARDWARE PROGRESSES. USERS, 
THOUGH, WANT ALL THE LATEST 
FEATURES WITHOUT SHELLING OUT”

T3’S NUTTY PROFESSOR OF TECH IS UTTERLY BONKERS FOR BLUETOOTH
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Um, yes? Basic 
automation of lights is a 
thing, as Guru has been 
attempting to explain 

to the terrified members of his 
village council for some years. 
Motion sensors on outdoor security 
lights, clicky plug-in lamp timers 
so that GaGu Senior can pretend 
to watching burglars that he’s not 
on his seventh holiday this year, 
ambient light sensing that switches 
on outdoor lights at entirely the 
wrong time of day, that sort of thing. 
Getting hold of basic automated 
lighting is easy, and it’s rarely 
difficult to set up.
But the modern technologist 
prefers to do things in a slightly 
cooler way. Take, for instance, 
Guru’s moderately-creepy Philips 
Hue-infused hallways, which gently 
spin up a nice ambient light as you 
walk through them, as if a luminous 
spectre is following you to the loo. 
He merely installed a few Hue bulbs 
(a two-bulb starter set with the 
controller should set you back by 
few thousand rupees, a couple of 
Hue Motion Sensors and did a bit 
of software fiddling with Philips’ 
excellent app. 
Take things one step further, why 
don’t you: integrate a lighting 
system like Hue or Belkin’s WeMo 
with If This Then That (ifttt.com) 
and you can pull off stacks of state-
based actions. Why not trigger 
your lights the instant your phone 
hits Wi-Fi range of your house, or 
switch them all off when you leave 
home? How about performing 
complex poltergeisty lamp flickers 
to spook house guests at the push 
of a button even if you’re hundreds 
of miles away? Heck, why not have a 
coloured bulb change to a deep red 
when you have unread messages? 
Even if you don’t fancy getting 
special lights – Guru won’t tell the 
authorities if you’re clinging on to 
an ageing incandescent bulb – you 
can pull off the trick on any old lamp 
by employing a WeMo Switch or 
similar.

Can I 
automate my 
lights?

ABOVE Our 
vision of low-
quality audio 
cannot be 
unseen, sadly…

A

MANTHAN SHAH

How can I get 
better sound 
on my DSLR 
videos?

Different DSLRs offer different 
levels of connectivity, so 
Guru can’t guarantee this 

will work on every single body, but 
you should be able to connect an 
external microphone to replace 
the entirely cursory example that’s 
tucked in there by default. The best 
microphones are active and require 
power, although the likes of the Rode 
VideoMic Pro – a proper shotgun mic 
which sits in your flash shoe – include 
their own power source. On the other 
hand, the lower-end VideoMic Go and 
Guru recommends the hilariously-
named DeadCat Go wind shield to go 
with it) demands at least 2.5v from 
your camera’s audio port. This extra 
drain may cut your potential filming 
time significantly, so grab more 
charged batteries. Don’t discount 
the concept of recording audio 
separately and dubbing it on later, 
either; a Zoom H1 field recorder and a 
reasonably-priced clip-on lavalier mic 
– the Fomito A-lav, perhaps – could 
be just the ticket.

SHAILI S

CROWD-FUNDED

PEBBY

WHAT IS THIS?
It’s a kind-of-charming app-controlled 
robotic pet entertainment sphere. Woof 
woof.

ER, WHAT? 
Rather than trying to spin any flowery 
words around this, let Guru be direct. 
Pebby is a ball. In the `13,200 ball is 
some electronics: a teeny Intel Edison 
computer, a camera, a battery, an 
inductive charger, some motors, a laser, 
a speaker, a mic, and more. Leave it at 
home with a lonely pet and you’ll be able 
to see them, hear them, send them 
sounds, and generally annoy the bejesus 
out of them by sending Pebby whizzing 
around like a beheaded BB-8, shining its 
eye-safe laser as it goes.

THAT SOUNDS PRETTY NEAT!
It certainly sounds very ambitious. 
There’s also a collar which allows you to 
track your pet’s activity, with an eight 
day battery so you can learn just how 
lazy they really are. The main ball bit is 
juiced up by a Roomba-style charging 
dock (the ‘kennel’), and automatically 
docks itself when you drive it near 
enough, and it can send you messages 
when your pet gives the ball a nudge or 
starts barking. If you tire of your pet’s 
new ability to hassle you at work, Pebby 
can also be put into an exhaustive 
automated play mode.

ANY DOWNSIDES?
While the whole thing is clad in 
waterproof, transparent, tough- 
as-nails polycarbonate, GaGu 
expects that Pebby might not last 
particularly long faced with an especially 
enthusiastic, determined and toothy 
hound. Buy it for your cat, on the other 
hand, and you face the very real 
possibility of your incredibly expensive 
toy being instantly disregarded in favour 
of a discarded sweet wrapper. 

HOW DID IT DO?
Guru caught Pebby on day one, and it 
had already blasted through its 
`33,00,000 goal. This is definitely no… 
pet project.
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“YOU COULD SEND THE INFO 
TO YOUR SMARTWATCH IF YOU 
DON’T MIND PEERING AT 
MINISCULE TEXT AT AN 
INTERSECTION”

Can I get sat-
nav directions 
on my bike?

Can wearables control my 
smart home?

Help me stop 
procrastinating 
online!

Is there any way 
to get Alexa 
without buying 
an Amazon Echo?It’s possible to hack out a 

solution using your phone 
– turn it up loud and stick it 
in your breast pocket, use 

some bone conduction headphones, 
strap it to your handlebars with a 
mounting kit like Tigra’s BikeConsole 
(around `5,000, depending on 
handset) – but that’s really not ideal. 
You could also send the relevant 
info to your smartwatch, if you don’t 
mind prioritising peering at miniscule 
text over navigating traffic at an 
intersection.

Better, if you really need it, to 
invest in a device that’s designed for 
the purpose. Garmin’s waterproof 
Edge 820 is small, light at 68g, and 
combines navigation with all the 
cycling metrics you could ever need.

Smartwatches 
are a much more 
natural (although 
still not ideal) way 

of interacting with your smart 
home. As neat as it is being 
able to control your lights with 
a smartphone, it’s often not 
the most efficient way to do 
things. You’ve got to find your 
phone, unlock it, open the 
app, then change the desired 
setting. That’s a few too many 
processes for our liking!
Thankfully both Siri and Google 
Assistant are starting to play 
nice with your smarthome 
devices. For example, if you 
arrive home, the lights are all off 

and your phone is in your bag, 
simply raise your wrist and say, 
“Hey Siri, turn my lights on”. 
Hey presto, instant illumination. 
Now picture this: you’re sitting 
on the sofa, it’s a little cold and 
your smartphone is upstairs. No 
problem – simply ask Google on 
your Android watch to turn your 
heating up. Yes, you could also 
do this by opening the app on 
your smartwatch, but we find 
voice commands are faster and 
more natural. Most of the major 
brands are supported, including 
Hue, Nest and Netatmo, but 
it’s worth checking out a 
compatibility list before making 
any big purchases.

Obviously Guru would love to come 
to yours with his too-small lycra 
shorts and instructor’s whistle 
to chivvy you on and get those 

tasks completed, but you’re going to need 
something other than your weak willpower and 
an inappropriately-dressed mentor to break 
that cycle of work and reward. 
GaGu’s top pick is Freedom (freedom.to), a 
habit-forming blocker of distracting websites 
that works across iOS, macOS and Windows. 
Set your work schedule, lock down your 
devices, and it’ll ensure you steer clear of 
Facebook searching for cat memes.

Alexa is currently the hottest 
trend in tech, but the Echo 
speakers won’t fit into everyone’s 
home. Luckily for you, Amazon is 

rapidly expanding the number of ways you 
can access its virtual assistant – practically 
everything announced at CES featured 
Alexa, from cars to fridges, and Bluetooth 
speakers as well.

One item recently graced with Alexa is 
Amazon’s Fire TV Stick. This wallet-friendly 
media streamer comes with a voice-enabled 
remote, enabling you to search for movies, 
music and TV shows, as well as perform 
thousands of Alexa’s other skills, such as 
controlling your smart lighting and asking 
about the weather. At `3,999 it’s even 
cheaper than the Echo Dot. 

We’re also expecting to see Alexa pop 
up on some Android smartphones, as an 
alternative to Google Assistant as your 
pocket butler. Timeframes are a little cloudy 
on this one, though.

A

A

AA

Don’t miss another  
instalment of the  

legendary Gadget Guru! 

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
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YOUR NEXT

 4K, STRETCHED SCREENS, HDR EVERYWHERE AND  
 DSLR-BOTHERING CAMERAS – 2017 IS SET TO BE ONE OF  
 THE BEST YEARS WE’VE EVER SEEN FOR SMARTPHONES

SUPERPH
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HONE
The smartphone industry has got a lot 
to live up to. 2016 was a standout year, 
with Samsung delivering its best 
phones ever – the Galaxy S7 and S7 
Edge. Then there was the iPhone 7, 
Apple’s handset proving that it was 
still at the top of its game. Google also 
impressed with its pure Android 
experience courtesy of the Pixel, and 
there was a massive influx of top-
performing handsets from China’s 
finest, such as Huawei’s P9, proving 
that a phone could be brilliant and 
beautiful-looking, without costing  
the earth.

So, there’s a lot to live up to, 
but fear not ye restless serial handset-
upgraders – this year is set to be an 
epic one for premium smartphones. 
The game has been well and truly 
raised by all the big names, with 
never-before-seen screen technology, 
cameras that can take pictures that 
you’d be proud to put up on a wall, and 
even Blackberry is back! Turn over and 
find out why 2017 is set to be an 
incredible year for the super 
smartphone.



SAMSUNG 
GALAXY

 SAMSUNG REVEALS ITS TWO NEW SUPER-SIZED 
 SUPERPHONES, WITH SUPER SCREENS AND 
 SUPER POWER. THAT’S A LOT OF SUPER…  

The Samsung Galaxy S8 is one of those phones that 
just has to do well. After all, last year’s best phone 
was the Galaxy S7, so it should do. But with some 
impressive competition from the rest of the industry, 
Samsung needs to pull something special out of the 
bag to be sure it stays number one. The good news 
is that this is shaping up to be one hell of a phone.

And it’s not just the one kickass device – there 
are two of them to contend with. The Galaxy S8 is 
Samsung’s mainstream handset – the one that’s 
going to sell by the bucket-load – with a 5.8-inch 
screen, while the plus-sized S8+ features a whopper 
of a display: a massive 6.2 inches of screen real 
estate, making it one of the biggest smartphone 
screens on the planet. But the key is Samsung’s new 
screen tech, which dominates almost the entirety of 
the handset. Both phones aren’t actually that big, 
and that’s down 

S8 ̀ 57,900, S8+ ̀ 64,900 samsung.com/in, available M y 5May 5
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 SECURITY
One of the S8’s m g 
features is its new  
login facilities. W  
on the front, you  
S8 and it will unl k d d y  
straight to the h  
also enable you  l
services, such a  y  f  
banking facility   
you get a finge   
the back, there e 
much reason t g  
has also bundl  f g
technology, m  l  
into your pho k h  y  
would be able o e   
scanner. It’s n , d,  
but it’s more

Y
most exciting 
w, more secure 

With an iris scanner 
u simply look at the
lock and send you 

home screen. It will 
u to log into secure 
as your favourite 
y, so even though 
erprint reader on
e probably won’t be
to use it. Samsung 
led facial recognition 

meaning you can log
one quicker than you 
e to with the iris
not as secure, mind, 

e convenient.

 DESIGN
Clearly, a huge reason to buy the 
Galaxy S8, or S8+, is for its looks. 
With a serious lack of bezel action, 
the phone feels smaller than the 
screen lets on. The subtle curve at 
the sides gives the impression of a 
curved screen, without being overtly 
so, a la S7 Edge. The front looks 
super smooth thanks to the hidden 
Home button and the relocation of 
the fingerprint reader to the back. 
Big deal alert: the phone is IP68 
certified, so it’s water- and  
dust-proof. There’s also wireless 
charging on-board, so you won’t 
even need to plug it in. The S8 
comes in Midnight, Orchid Gray  
and Arctic Silver.

 SCREEN
The Galaxy S8 is all about the 

screen. With an 18.5:9 stretched 
screen, it’s perfect for watching 

movies and for multitasking. The 
Super AMOLED display is bright 

and colourful, with WQHD+ 
resolution. The display is also 

HDR-ready so you’ll be able to 
stream HDR TV and movies to the 
handset from the likes of Amazon 

and Netflix.
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o the new Infinity Display. Samsung has crushed 
bezels in an effort to increase the size of the S8’s 
creen without making the handset bigger.

Not only do you get an almost all-screen phone, 
e lack of bezels makes the S8 one of the most 
tractive phones T3 has ever seen. Every corner and 

dge has been rounded, making it feel pleasing in 
e hand – like a next-level S7 Edge. Samsung has 

made changes to accommodate the all-encompassing 
d splay. For starters there’s no home button – instead 

pressure-sensitive key is nestled beneath the 
creen. Then there’s the fingerprint reader, which has 

been moved to the back. You may dislike this, but 
hatever your opinion, fear not – you won’t need it 

because the S8 features extra biometric 
uthentication. With an iris scanner on the front, you 
an unlock your phone just by looking at it.

As a result of these changes, Samsung has 
r designed the phone inside-out. The layout of the 
omponents has been reorganised. It features a 
utting-edge Samsung-made processor, which it 
ays makes the phone 20 per cent more powerful 
an last year’s S7, yet also much more power-
endly.
The S8 could be Samsung’s best phone ever, and 

i s costliest one too, but with that incredible display 
nd a plethora of tech, we’re sure you won’t be able 
o resist. 

CAMERA
ot surprisingly, given the S7’s excellent 

s apping prowess, the S8’s camera is the part 
of the phone that’s been least overhauled by 
Samsung. So you still get a 12MP sensor on 
t e rear, with f/1.7 aperture, but what you 

o now get is multi-frame processing, so 
whenever you take a picture you get several 
s ots to choose from. The front-facing 
s lfie-snapper has also been given a boost, 
t 8MP, with a better low-light sensor.
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THINGS WE LIKE OR DON’T LIKE
SAMSUNG’S GREATEST SMARTPHONE EVER, BUT IS IT PERFECT?
LIKE
Let’s start with the S8’s 
super screen - it’s absolutely 
the show-stopping feature 
here. Thanks to the lack of 
bezels you get a big screen, 
without the big feel. We would 
have liked to have seen 4K 
resolution, as with the Xperia 
XZ Premium, but the inclusion 
of HDR makes up for it.

DON’T LIKE
Samsung is making a big deal 
about Bixby, its intelligent 
assistant. Bixby learns what you 
do and offers relevant info when 
you need it. You can even take 
a picture and Bixby will display 
info about what it sees. It could 
be great, but its voice services 
won’t be available in the India 
at the S8’s launch.

LIKE
It’s a relatively minor thing, 
but Samsung has collaborated 
with Harman and will be 
offering a pair of quality AKG 
in-ears with every S8 and 
S8+, so you won’t have to buy 
another  set. And you get a 
regular headphone socket, so 
you can still use your favourite 
set of headphones.

DON’T LIKE
With other handset 
manufacturers banging on about 
how important a good camera 
is on a phone, it comes as a bit 
of a shock to see a relatively-
unchanged camera in the S8. Of 
course, the S7’s snapper was one 
of the best you could get last 
year, but what about in 2017? 
Time will tell…

 PER O CE
The S8’s co  h  b hrunk to 
suit the pho ss front, which 
would make rally assume that 
compromises o its performance have been 
made. Not so – the S8 has more power than 
ever, its Samsung-derived 2.3GHz Quad + 
1.7/1.9GHz Quad octa-core processor and 
4GB of RAM making this the fastest 
Samsung handset to date.

 BATTERY
While the 3000mAh (S8) and 
3500mAh (S8+) battery capacities are 
unchanged from the S7, the CPU and 
GPU are said to be much more 
efficient with the available battery 
power. The S8 also offers fast-
charging for quick top-ups, both 
in wired or wireless flavours.

RFORMANCE
components have been shrunk

one’s near-bezeless fro
e you naturally

s to its

SUPER
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SONY 
XPERIA XZ
PREMIUM
 JAPAN IS BACK WITH A BANG: A SMARTPHONE WITH A 
 BIG HEART AND AN OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD AMOUNT OF 
 SCREEN TECH STUFFED INSIDE 

Sony’s latest smartphone is a bit of a shock – many
thought that 4K screens on phones were dead, suc  
was the lack of purpose of this tech on the Xperia 
Z5 Premium, but it’s back… and it’s rather 
impressive.

The Xperia XZ Premium has all the parts needed t  
create a world-beating phone: the latest Snapdragon
835 chipset, a big 5.5-inch 4K display with HDR, 
Android 7.1.1 and eminently practical water resistanc .

Combine these with the best tech from Sony’s 
camera, TV and audio departments and you can 
really make the most of that potent screen.

The XZ Premium tiptoes into phablet territory, bu
by modern smartphone standards it’s relatively 
compact, and easy to hold in one hand. Design-wise 
the XZ Premium’s mirrored finish is a shine-fest, 
especially in the chrome colour, unsurprisingly.

As is the way of phones in 2017, the connector on 
the bottom of the phone is USB Type-C, but 
thankfully there’s an audio jack on the top, so you’ll 
still be able to make use of your wired headphones.

The standout feature in the XZ Premium is the 4K 
screen, complete with HDR, making it one of the mo
advanced on any phone. The sharpness, colour and 
clarity of the screen is eye-popping, and thanks to an 
Amazon partnership you can stream 4K HDR conten
right from Prime Video.

`TBA, sonymobile.com
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 BATTERY
The XZ Premium’s 3230mAh 
battery isn’t especially big 
given the power-sapping 
nature of its screen, but 
there’s built-in battery 
management in the form of 
Smart Stamina, which 
intelligently monitors 
real-world useage and adjusts 
power-saving levels 
accordingly – a day’s battery 
life is promised. You get 
USB-C fast-charging too, 
meaning you can quickly 
recoup spent juice.

 SCREEN
The headlining feature of the 
XZ Premium is the 5.5-inch 
4K HDR screen – a world first 
on any phone. HDR makes 
everything look better, with 
richer colours and greater 
contrast; images will look 
more realistic than ever.

 DESIGN
Constructed of Corning Glass 

front and rear, the Sony Xperia 
XZ Premium is not only super 

tough, it’s super reflective – 
mirroring its surroundings. Its 

edges are diamond cut, giving 
it a high-end, expensive feel. 

Of course, the XZ Premium 
wouldn’t be very premium if 

it didn’t come with great 
waterproofing, and it does – 
IP65/68 certification means 

this handset is resistant to 
water and dust.
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 CAMERA
With Sony being an expert in 
photography hardware, you’d expect 
some form of class-leading camera to 
be found within the XZ Premium, and 
that’s exactly what you get – a 19MP 
Exmor RS sensor with Motion Eye, built 
using tech from its interchangeable-
lens and Cyber-shot cameras. There’s a 
frankly ridiculous 960FPS slow-motion 
feature, for capturing dramatic videos, 
while Predictive Capture ensures you 
always get the right shot, even if you’re 
not quite on the ball in high-speed 
photography situations.

T3’S EARLY VERDICT
THE XPERIA XZ PREMIUM COULD BE SONY’S BEST YET

On the back, Sony has chosen to dial back the pixel 
count of its camera from its previous 23MP silliness, 
down to 19MP; packed in a larger sensor for more 
light, and improved its Motion Eye feature, which now 
processes images five times faster and captures 
pictures before you even press the shutter.

New Sony phones ooze potential – with so many 
capable components making up the phone – but 
previous attempts at a superphone have been lacking. 
However, the XZ Premium looks to be a solid handset 
underneath the glitzy headline features. We hope the 
price is right to take on the Galaxy S8, though.

LIKE
We’re all over that 4K HDR 
screen - it really is massively 
impressive. This alone could be 
enough to sway those looking 
at a Galaxy S8. And with a 
plethora of 4K HDR content 
piped through Amazon, those 
who do make the choice will 
be able to make the most of 
it too.

DON’T LIKE
With only two colours available 
at launch, including Luminous 
Chrome and Deepsea Black, 
style gurus could be left wanting. 
Thankfully, Sony is offering 
brighter, if unimaginative, gold 
and pink options in its upcoming 
Xperia XA1 phablet, so there 
could be more choice at a  
later date. 

LIKE
One of Sony’s strengths lies in its 
audio, and the XZ Premium offers 
the same hi-res audio support 
you’d find in its dedicated players, 
enabling owners to play high-
quality files, such as FLAC or DSD, 
while support for LDAC means 
you can stream better-than-
Bluetooth sounds to a  
compatible speaker.

DON’T LIKE
On paper, it seems that the only 
weak point in the XZ Premium’s 
armour is that battery. Even with 
smart energy management, a 
3230mAh battery might be a 
little on the small side – if you’re 
going to be watching full-fat 
4K HDR content, we’re worried 
making it through the day will 
be tough.
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BLACKBERRY 
KEYONE
 BLACKBERRY’S LATEST SMARTPHONE 
 WANTS TO GET PHYSICAL, AND WE’RE 
 KIND OF INTO IT 
`TBA, global.blackberry.com

 SCREEN
At just 4.5 inches, the 
KeyOne’s screen is almost 
as retro as the keyboard. 
The 1620x1080 resolution 
(434PPI) is nothing to 
shout out about either, 
but at least it’s all in safe 
hands, with Gorilla Glass 4 
offering effective scratch 
and impact resistance.

 DESIGN
While it won’t win any 
awards for style, the 
KeyOne has a smart, 
purposeful look. The 
aluminium frame is 
outfitted with a soft-touch 
back, meaning you won’t 
have any hazardous flying 
phone moments when you 
whip it out in a rush.

 CAMERA
If you like to spend time 
photographing your work 
space, you’ll be glad of the 
KeyOne’s 12MP rear 
camera, powered by a 
capable Sony sensor. If 
suit-selfies are more your 
cup of tea, you also get an 
8MP front camera and a 
wide-angle lens.

If you’re yearning for a physical keyboard on your 
smartphone, then BlackBerry’s latest – the KeyOne 
– could be your new best friend. 

You’ll get properly nostalgic over the QWERTY 
button basher, offering the kind of tactile feedback 
a touchscreen can only dream of. You can also scroll 
through pages by gliding your fingers over the keys, 
a bit like a giant trackpad. New to the KeyOne is a 
fingerprint sensor, and it’s so neatly tucked into the 
keyboard’s space bar, it’s barely noticeable.

Though the keyboard design is positively retro, the 
software powering this modern BlackBerry is anything 

but, with Android 7.0 Nougat on show. And this isn’t 
won’t be some nasty bloat-fest – the KeyOne is 
running lovely stock Android, for the pure experience.

A real selling point of the KeyOne is, unsurprisingly 
for BlackBerry, the highly secure encryption that’s 
good enough for world-leading governments. 
Enterprise users rejoice.

Thanks to the physical keyboard, the screen size is 
a mere 4.5 inches, which is small by current standards, 
but with the keyboard, the phone is a standard size. 
Realistically, the KeyOne is something you’re only 
going to appreciate if you really like typing a lot.

T3’S EARLY VERDICT
IS THIS A RETURN TO FORM OR JUST AN OLD DOG WITH SOME NEW TRICKS?

LIKE
Naturally, the physical 
keyboard is the single most 
impressive part of BlackBerry’s 
new phone – it isn’t really a 
BlackBerry without one after 
all. The thing we like most is 
the 52 customisable keyboard 
shortcuts. Want to get straight 
to your emails? Just tap a letter 
of your choosing.

DON’T LIKE
While the KeyOne has some 
really impressive standout 
features, overall it’s not the 
most capable of handsets, 
on paper anyway. Unless 
you really need that physical 
keyboard and the added 
security, you may want to 
look elsewhere, especially for 
entertainment features.

LIKE
A working phone needs to be 
called into duty many times 
during a typical day, so the 
battery life needs to be up to 
scratch. The KeyOne’s 3505mAh 
battery is quite sizeable 
considering its relatively low 
power needs, and the USB-C 
quick charge provides 50 per 
cent capacity in just 36 minutes.

DON’T LIKE
The physical keyboard, though 
useful, hampers the KeyOne 
in certain ways. For starters, 
you only get a 4.5-inch screen. 
Bummer. Then there’s actually 
typing on it – with a top-heavy 
design, you’ll need two hands 
to deal with its pendulum of 
weight, which multitaskers 
might find annoying.
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 LG HAS DIALLED DOWN THE 
 SHOW AND RAMPED UP THE  
 GO IN ITS LATEST ALL-SCRE  
SMARTPHONE

With the LG G6, the brand has diall
‘out-there’ innovation of the G5, an  
more quietly refined design, while d  
make it feel like an all-new phone; a fi f  
the great smartphone battle of 201  

The G6 is a much more conservat  
its predecessor, taking the form of a 
drops the removable battery, replac h
larger-capacity power pack and wat f .

The screen is, really, the main area
with the longer 18:9 display giving m l
and introducing some clever little ch g h
interface to exploit the extra pixels. T p
Always On Display of the G5 remains  
to quickly check the time, and any no
might have, at a glance.

The G6 is covered in a mix of glas
two sheets of Gorilla Glass – weirdly,
5 on the rear, and the older Gorilla G
front – framed with a rim of aluminiu
impressive is how little bezel there is f
phone is smooth, with no protruding  
which LG says it achieved using slim
rather than more advanced lens tech.

At the bottom of the phone is a U
which supports Quick Charge 3.0 – a

`51,990, lg.com, out now
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 DESIGN
New-age modular design – be 
gone! LG has gone all out on 
the premium to compete with 
the big guns. The G6 does away 
with the G5’s wackiness and 
replaces it with a sleek and 
sophisticated metal and glass 
body, with a super slim bezel 
surrounding the screen – it’s 
water resistant too. 

 CAMERA
LG has opted for dual cameras 
on the rear, to aid photography 
enthusiasts. Both cameras are 

13MP, one of which houses a 
regular lens (f/1.8), while the 
other uses a wide-angle lens 

(f/2.4) with a 125-degree field of 
view. This enables you to 

instantly switch between the two 
depending on the kind of shot 

you want.

the headphone jack at the top, to keep ‘traditional’ headphone 
fans happy. Unlike the G5, the battery is sealed into the handset 
– LG has finally given up on the removable power pack in favour 
of a more powerful and slimmer juice unit. It’s been increased to 
3300mAh within the slimmer 7.9mm frame – a good move.

With a Snapdragon 821 processor inside, LG might not be 
using the latest and greatest tech, but it has optimised it (using 
its experience with the 821) to bring greater power, whilst 
maintaining a healthy battery life.

The LG G6 will be coming in platinum, black, and white at 
launch, with more colours to follow.

T3’S EARLY VERDICT
HAS LG RETURNED TO FORM WITH ITS LATEST HANDSET?

LIKE
Super-wide screen aside, one 
of the biggest reasons to love 
the G6’s display is the inclusion 
of HDR – only the really big 
guns have included it this 
year. Amazingly, even with 
this added image goodness, 
LG  has cut down the power 
consumption of its display by 
30 per cent.

DON’T LIKE
The dual camera system 
is almost identical to its 
predecessor – the G5 – with 
the only difference being that 
both sensors are now 13MP, 
as apposed to the 16MP and 
8MP (for the wide angle lens) 
sensors found in the outgoing 
model. So, the actual quality of 
the results isn’t much different.

LIKE
LG has made some sacrifices 
on the hardware side of 
things in order to keep the G6 
looking smooth and slim. For 
starters, the camera sensors are 
narrower, to rid the back of the 
usual bump you get, and the 
battery is now sealed. We think 
it’s worth it - the G6 is stunning 
and feels great to hold.

DON’T LIKE
The 18:9 screen – while 
impressive to behold – has one 
potential flaw: app support. 
The longer display works well 
with native apps that are built 
for it, but developers need 
to take advantage of the 
extra pixels on offer. LG says 
content will stretch nicely to 
suit, but there’s no guarantee.
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T3’S EARLY VERDICT
THE P10 LOOKS IMPRESSIVE, BUT CAN IT MATCH THE BIG NAMES?
LIKE
The P10’s fingerprint scanner 
is something to behold – not 
only is it seamlessly integrated 
within the design, it also 
features quick navigation, 
enabling you to use finger 
gestures to control the 
interface. You can slide your 
finger right to show recent 
apps, or left to go back.

DON’T LIKE
Compared to the competition, 
the P10’s screen is a little 
middling. Sure, it still looks 
good, but with the majority 
moving beyond Full HD, and 
others – Sony, that is – pushing 
the mobile boundaries with a 4K 
HDR screen on its latest model, 
you can’t help but feel a little 
disappointed by its display tech.

LIKE
Let’s be fair, the P10 looks pretty 
stunning, but it’s been designed 
with practicality in mind, too. 
Take the recessed power button, 
for instance, which prevents 
it being accidentally pressed 
when you’re in the middle of 
something. It’s a simple thing, 
but it’ll make a big difference in 
everyday life.

DON’T LIKE
The P10 Plus contains the Kirin 
960 – the same chipset that 
appears in the P10, and the 
Huawei Mate 9. It would have 
been nice to see something new 
in its latest flagship, though you 
do get 4GB of RAM on the P10 
and 6GB of RAM on the P10 
Plus. Performance is certainly 
swift, if not spectacular.

HUAWEI P10
 WITH DUAL LEICA CAMERAS ON O , 
 COULD THIS BE THE ULTIMATE W
 SNAP PHOTOS ON THE GO?

`TBA, h m

 SCREEN
The standard P10 comes 
with a 5.1-inch Full HD 
(1920x1080) screen, while 
the plus-sized model opts 
for a 5.5-inch QHD 
(2560x1440) screen. 
The Plus’ 540PPI count 
puts it on a par with the 
Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge 
for screen prowess.

 DESIGN
The P10’s ultra-slim 7mm 
body looks similar to its 
predecessor, but the 
edges are now rounder, 
making it easier to hold, 
and Huawei is offering 
three classy-looking 
exterior finishes: Hyper 
Diamond-Cut, Sandblast 
and High Gloss.
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The Huawei P10 is a culmination of everything the 
company has been doing right, with a few minor 
tweaks from the P9 to make sure it keeps up with the 
big guns such as Apple and Samsung. 

There are two phones available – the P10 and larger 
P10 Plus; the bigger handset offering extras such as 
a larger, higher-quality screen, a slightly more potent 
Leica camera system, more RAM and a bigger battery 
(3750mAh), and a wider choice of colours. Otherwise, 
both phones are the same thickness, and look similar.

The P10 and P10 Plus are set to go toe-to-toe with 
big guns like the Galaxy S8 and LG G6, but Huawei is 

keen to emphasise the P10’s camera capabilities over 
anything else. As with the outgoing P9, the P10 and P10 
Plus feature Leica-branded snappers around the back: 
a 12MP colour and 20MP monochrome variant. When 
you take a shot, both cameras fire, and the phone 
combines them for a better shot in all lights. There’s a 
new Portrait mode, which adds wicked bokeh around 
people; the blur looks convincing. The front camera is 
also much improved, for sharper selfies. 

If your priority is taking great shots wherever you 
go, over having all the latest tech powering a phone, 
then the P10 and P10 Plus will certainly appeal.

 SHOW, ,
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ALCATEL 
A5 LED                             
 LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE 
 WITH ALCATEL’S 
 NEW SMARTPHONE 

While other handsets make do with 
aluminium unibodies, 4K screens and other 
niceties, Alcatel’s latest phone takes a 
entirely different route to grabbing 
headlines, with an interactive LED cover, 
designed to capture the imagination of a 
younger crowd.

The cover – a protective case, much like 
the HTC Dot View with the HTC 10 – can be 
used to good effect, so you might set the 
grid of LEDs to light up when you receive 
incoming calls or messages, for instance, 
and you can customize the way it looks with 
cover patterns and themes. It’ll also light up 
and display animated patterns while you 
listen to music, and if you shake the device, 
the pattern will change.

Case aside, what you’re getting with the 
A5 LED is a decent, if a mite basic, handset, 
with a 1.5GHz octa-core processor, 2GB of 
RAM, a 2800mAh battery, and an 8MP rear 
camera and a 5MP front camera.

A 5.2-inch 720p display and Android 6.0 
Marshmallow operating system are the only 
downsides, to what is a decent (though not 
mind-blowing) phone. So will a funky 
interactive LED cover be enough to place it in 
your palms the next time you buy a handset?

`TBA, alcatel-mobile.com

MOTO G5
 THE PREMIUM PHONE WITH THE 
 DISTINCINTLY NON-PREMIUM PRICE 
 TAG IS BETTER THAN EVER 

The Moto G family has grown up for 
2017. Motorola is finally designing its 
top-ranked budget phone with a 
metal chassis (albeit with rubber 
top and bottom; it’s not a unibody), 
giving the G5 (and bigger G5 Plus) 
the looks to match its performance.

You’ll forget this is an inexpensive 
device (prices start at `11,999 for the 
G5 and `16,999 for the G5 Plus) 
when you find out what’s inside that 
updated frame. We’re talking brand 
new software courtesy of Android 
7.0, along with Google Assistant (so 
you can do things like send 
messages by tapping the home 
button). There’s also a fingerprint 
sensor on the front, which, cleverly, 
also serves as the navigation bar: tap 
the sensor for home, swipe left to go 

back, and swipe right to view your 
recently used apps.

The Moto G5 has a budget-friendly 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 430 chipset. 
The 1.4GHz octa-core processor is 
fast enough for most tasks, but it’s 
not as powerful as the Moto G5 Plus 
which rocks a Snapdragon 650 2GHz 
chip. The G5 comes with 16GB of 
storage, while the Plus offers 32GB.

Around the back, the G5 features a 
13MP camera with f/2.0 aperture and 
phase detection autofocus, while the 
G5 Plus gets a 12MP snapper with 
f/1.7; it’s a drop in pixels, but the 
wider aperture, along with 4K (30fps) 
video recording should compensate.

If you want refined design and top 
all-round abilities at a low price, the 
G5 could surely be your next phone.

 WE LIKE
Battery life – well, who doesn’t? 
Motorola has focused its efforts on 
getting the maximum juice from its 
handsets. Understandably, this isn’t 
one of the most exciting of features 
to start flapping your arms about, 
but apparently, according to 
Motorola, people tend to buy 
phones that go for longer, so this is 
what you get.

 WE DON’T LIKE
This is still a budget phone, so you 
have to expect some 
compromises along the way. The 
most obvious of these is the lack 
of a USB-C connector. Instead you 
get a micro-USB connector; not 
the end of the world, but when 
everyone is moving towards the 
same standard it feels a little bit 
like a cheap move.

From ̀ 11,999, motorola.co.in, G5/G5 Plus, out now
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YOUR NEXT
 SUPERPHONE



The ma

The tech
  Klarstein Stal  
Beer Tap Dispenser  
`12,135, 
klarstein.co.uk 

  SodaStream Fizzi  
`5,330,sodastream.
co.uk 

  Easy Karaoke  
CD/CDG Pro System  
`20,499,  
maplin.com

  PlayStation VR  
`38,990,  
playstation.com 

  Bluesound   
From `40,918, 
bluesound.com

  Philips Bloom/Go   
`3,969/`5,248,  
philips.com

  HTC U Ultra   
`51,990, htc.com
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You will always 
find Paul in the 
kitchen at parties. 
Usually spread-
eagled on the floor, 
talking gibberish.  
condition.  



TECH�PARTY!

T3 FIGHTS FOR ITS RIGHT TO HAVE A...

EVERYONE DESERVES TO LET THEIR HAIR DOWN ONCE IN A WHILE. SO WE SET OUR MAN 

THE TASK OF THROWING A KNEES-UP FOR THE REST OF THE TEAM. THE QUESTION IS, 

COULD HE FIND ENOUGH COOL TECH TO KEEP THEM ENTERTAINED? 
PAUL DIMERY

WORDS
JOBY SESSIONS

PHOTOGRAPHY
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PARTY PIECES
The tech that’ll keep them movin’ and groovin’

Pop in any five-
litre beer keg and 
this stainless-steel 
machine will cool it 
down to a refreshing 
2-12 degrees (ideal 
for all those summer 
barbecues). You can 
then dispense your 
beer via the tap – 
CO2 cartridges will 
make sure you get  
a pub-style head.
`12,135, 
www.klarstein.co.uk

 KLARSTEIN 
 BEER DISPENSER   

Now sleeker than 
ever, this latest 
SodaStream can 
carbonate tap water 
within a matter of 
seconds. It’s easy  
to use and comes  
with enough gas  
for 60 litres. Add 
your own ingredients 
for an endless  
supply of delicious 
bespoke cocktails.
`5,330,  
www.sodastream.co.uk

  SODASTREAM  
 FIZZI 

Channel your inner 
Lady Gaga with 
this stand-mounted 
singing machine. 
A front-loading CD 
player takes your 
karaoke discs, with 
lyrics displayed on a 
seven-inch colour TFT 
screen, while voice-
enhancing features 
will make you sound 
like a pro (kinda).
`20,499,  
www.maplin.com

 EASY KARAOKE 
 PRO SYSTEM 

Whether you want to 
race cars or battle 
zombies, the PS VR 
will take you there. 
And your friends 
can experience it, 
too – you can mirror 
what you’re seeing 
to a TV, and on some 
titles they can even 
play in tandem with 
you (just not in VR).
`38,990 (PS4 console 
sold separately),  
www.playstation.com

 PLAYSTATION 
 VR HEADSET 

HTC’s new flagship 
phone is built for 
taking selfies. You 
can choose between 
the high-resolution 
detail of 16MP and 
the unparalleled 4x 
light sensitivity  
of UltraPixel mode, 
then admire (or 
grimace at) your 
party poses on the 
5.7-inch liquid-
surface display.
`51,700, www.htc.com

 HTC U ULTRA 

The Bluesound  
range provides  
a sophisticated 
home-audio solution, 
whether you pair 
two or more for  
a multi-room set-
up or use them as 
standalone units. 
With app control, 
powerful high-res 
streaming is right 
at your fingertips.     
From `40,918,  
www.bluesound.com

  BLUESOUND  
 MUSIC SYSTEM 

1 2 3 4 5 6
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Back in the day, all you 
needed for a good house 
party was a Dansette, a 
couple of Matt Bianco LPs 
and a generous carton of 
liebfraumilch. But that  
just doesn’t cut it any 
more. These days, the kids 
want cocktails, consoles 
and karaoke (and if you 
can throw in a few bags of 
Wotsits, too, that’ll be much 
appreciated). So when T3 asks 
me to throw a (mock) house 
party, I reach for my little 
black book of gadgets to find 
the best kit for a domestic 
blowout. Like Russ Abbot, I 
want an atmosphere – and I’m 
going to use tech to help me 
get it. 

WHO’S FOR A TIPPLE?
But I’m also going to use alcohol. Now,  
I’m not saying you need booze to have a 
good time (unless you’re a morris 
dancer), but hey – it gives me the excuse 
to try out some pretty awesome gadgets.
The first of those is Klarstein’s Stal Beer 
Tap Dispenser. Art editor Luke looks 

visibly distressed when he walks into the 
kitchen to discover that I haven’t laid on 
any tinnies for the party – but then I show 
him what this beautiful stainless-steel 
beast does. Having already inserted a 
five-litre keg of Czech lager, all I have  
to do is pull down the tap and out  
flows the delicious brew. An integrated 
thermoelectric cooling system keeps the 
beer refreshingly chilled, while CO2 
cartridges inside the machine ensure you 
get a nice foamy head – something  
I haven’t had since I fell asleep in the 
bath. For those who don’t like beer, 
there’s the SodaStream Fizzi. Now, I know 
what you’re thinking: a) it’s not the 1980s,  
and b) how are my guests going to get 
pissed on cherryade? Well, reader, 
everyone’s favourite Israeli drinks giant  
is back, and the Fizzi is a super-sleek new 
take on its iconic pop producer. With  
the supplied canister providing enough  
gas to carbonate 60 litres of tap water,  
it’s a fun way of rustling up bespoke 
cocktails – add a squeeze of lemon and 
some Bourbon, and you have yourself  
a deliciously fresh whisky lemonade. 
I also have a gadget called the Coravin 
Model One System, a trigger-operated 
handheld that pushes a fine needle 
through the cork of a wine bottle, 
enabling you to enjoy a glass of wine and 
save the rest of the bottle for another 
day. It’s the perfect tech for discerning 
drinkers – not that there are any to be 
found at this party.
After an hour’s boozing, the mood has 

livened up somewhat and inhibitions are 
abandoned – I even hear someone 
laughing at one of colleague’s jokes.  
This tells me that it’s time to start the 
swingers – sorry, singers! – party. I love a 
bit of karaoke but my warbling skills are 
more Pat Butcher than Pat Boone, so the 
Easy Karaoke CD/CDG Pro System is 
ideal. Echo, pitch-shift and auto-tune 
controls give your vocal acrobatics the  
X factor; it comes with a 100-track CD to 
help you practise (the lyrics appear on a 
seven-inch colour TFT screen). There are 
also two mics so you can team up with a 
mate if you’re lacking in confidence. Two 
other colleagues receive heaps of praise 
for their moving rendition of Take That’s 
Never Forget – before clarifying that they 
were actually singing Queen’s We Will 
Rock You.

INFINITY AND BEYOND
At this point, I ask the rest of the team  
if they want to try something that’ll blow 
their minds. As a nervous hush falls over 
the party, I slip out into the back room, 
before returning a few minutes later 
with… a PlayStation VR headset. It wasn’t 
so long ago that virtual reality was a 
lonely place; once you’d attached those 
crummy handmade goggles to your eyes, 
it was you and you alone who would 
partake in the experience (and by 
‘experience’, I mean squinting your eyes 
so that you could tell if that thing behind 
you was the Eiffel Tower or just a 
lamppost). 
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“Yes, honestly boss, 
we’re all working 
really hard” 

This probably wasn’t the best set-up for the Bluesound multi-room system

“There’s no sign of 
lag as Kajagoogoo’s 
Greatest Hits  
is pumped from 
room to room in 
glorious high-res”



Halfway through 
the song, he had to 
itch his bum on the 
karaoke machine

Cocktails made via the SodaStream.  
This one was called Techs on the Beach

Philips’ Hue lights add ambience to  
any room. The toilet? Er, perhaps not

With Coravin’s Model One System 
(coravin.com), you won’t  
waste wine 
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 “VR has come on in leaps 
and bounds, and Sony’s 
headset is more inclusive”

crisp and punchy at all times (some 
might say that’s a bad thing). 

I teamed this Eighties soundtrack 
with some suitably kaleidoscope 
lighting from Philips. The Hue Bloom 
and the Hue Go table lamps are each 
capable of projecting 16 million shades 
of colour onto your wall (cosmic!), and 
both can be controlled via the 
companion app – you can even set them 
so that they change colours to the beat 
of your music. The only real difference 
between the two is that the Hue Go can 
be used as a portable lamp – its 
rechargeable battery should be good 
for three hours of use – plus, the Hue Go 
also gives you a bunch of ‘natural 
dynamic lighting effects’. Our favourite 
is Night dventure, which might well 
sound like an intense 1970s porn film 
but actually adds some chilled 
ambience to proceedings. 

With the party in full swing, and 
everyone having thrown a few shapes  
on the dance floor (I can’t tell if Luke’s is  
a hexagon or a dodecahedron), I decide  
that now is a good time to take a selfie  
– and HTC’s new U Ultra phone is the 
perfect way to do it. A feature called 
UltraPixel gives you unparalleled 4x 
light sensitivity – ideal for capturing 

detail (smudged lipstick, vomit 
stains, that kind of thing) in darker 
settings. Another called Live Makeup 
smooths the subjects’ skin in real 
time. And you can set the camera to 
take pictures whenever someone 
says cheese (not ideal if you work on 
a cheese counter). Then, once your 
selfie is taken, you can admire your 
handiwork on the U Ultra’s glorious 
5.7-inch liquid-surface display.

Speaking of liquid surfaces, the 
bleary-eyed faces on the picture lead 
me to think that someone might soon 
yack-up on the kitchen worktop. And 
seeing as it’s not my kitchen, that’s 
good enough reason to call time on 
our little tech party. It’s been a blast 
and I’ve learned a few things today. 
For one, you don’t need alcohol to 
have a good time – but you need it to 
have a brilliant time. Secondly, 
Kajagoogoo really should consider 
making a comeback. And finally, 
some cool tech can have a wondrous 
effect on gatherings such as these, 
helping your guests to mix cocktails 
like bartenders, dance like West End 
stars and take selfies like pro 
photographers. Right, I’m off to  
find some tech to help me sleep. 

But VR has come on in leaps and 
bounds over the past couple of years, and  
Sony’s headset is a much more inclusive 
proposition; not only can you mirror  
on the TV what you’re seeing on those 
lenses, giving your buddies the chance  
to experience those blood-spewing 
zombies, too; but on some games (such  
as launch title The Playroom VR), they  
can also play alongside you, albeit not in 
the virtual world. As it turns out, neither  
of those options beat staring at our 
resident gaming expert, as he swats and  
swipes his Move Motion Controllers in  
front of his helmet, like The Stig on acid.

This sight becomes even more amusing 
once I get the disco started. Thankfully,  
I don’t have to don a ridiculous oversized 
baseball cap and start talking like Nicey 
and Smashy’s long-lost cousin (bonkers, 
mate!). In fact, I don’t even need a set  
of decks. I can do it all via some products 
from the Bluesound high-res music-
system range, and a few carefully  
placed Philips Hue lights. Central to my 
Bluesound set-up is the Vault 2. This 
solidly built 2TB unit (it looks like a safe!) 
will store high-res music downloaded –  
via your mobile device – from the likes  
of TIDAL, Spotify and Qobuz; as well as 
any CDs that you’ve ripped (there’s a CD 
slot on the front). Further music can be 
streamed from internet radio, and you can 
distribute all of the above to further 
Bluesound speakers dotted around your 
gaff (I used the Pulse 2 and the Pulse 
Mini). There’s no sign of lag as my music  
is pumped from room to room, with 
Kajagoogoo’s Greatest Hits sounding 



IN THE ULTIMATE VR  
SHOWDOWN WHICH OF THE  
BIG THREE HEADSETS WILL 
REIGN SUPREME? 

Words: Louise Blain  
Photography: Neil Godwin

A newreality 
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State of the Art
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IVEN THE STATE OF 21ST 
CENTURY POLITICS, YOU 
CAN’T REALLY BLAME US 
FOR WANTING TO ESCAPE 
INTO PIXELATED WORLDS. 

WITH THE HTC VIVE, OCULUS RIFT 
AND PLAYSTATION VR HEADSETS 
ALL NOW AVAILABLE, THERE’S 
NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO 
JOIN THE VIRTUAL REVOLUTION, 
BUT WHERE TO START? HERE WE 
PUT TO THE TEST THREE PIECES 
OF GAMING TECH LEADING THE 
INDUSTRY INTO A NEW IMMERSIVE 
FUTURE.  

Both the Oculus Rift and Steam’s HTC 
Vive headset arrived on shelves in spring last 
year, while Sony’s more affordable PS4 
version made waves on release in October. 
Although Oculus had a serious head start 
with its staggeringly successful Kickstarter 
project back in 2012, and subsequent buyout 
by none other than Facebook two years later, 
it seems incredible that we’re only really just 
starting to see what the headset can do now 
in its first consumer iteration. The intuitive 
Oculus Touch controllers, released a few 
months after the initial launch, cemented 
the Rift as a force to be reckoned with. 

The Vive headset, on the other hand, has 

the clear advantage of being affiliated with 
PC gaming’s beating heart, Steam, and the 
benefit of offering a complete solution. 
While you’ll have to buy every accessory 
for the PlayStation VR headset, pushing up 
that initially attractive price tag, 
everything you’ll need for full interactive 
room scale VR comes in the Vive box. The 
only downside compared with the PS VR, 
then, is that for both Oculus and Vive’s 
attractive offerings you’re going to need a 
stellar gaming PC to make the most of 
them. Here’s T3’s definitive opinion on 
which one deserves your attention and 
your cash. 

G

Oculus Rift
It’s multiple dev kits in 
the making and it looks 
it. Every slick line of the 
Oculus Rift headset screams 
minimalist future. 
PRICE: approx. `40,918 
(approx. `49,036 with Touch) 
URL: oculus.com 

PlayStation VR
The cheapest headset of the 
big three, Sony’s offering 
plugs straight into your 
PS4 and makes you look like 
a member of Daft Punk.  
PRICE: `38,990
URL: playstation.com

HTC Vive
Steam and HTC’s tech-filled 
goggles deliver a complete 
VR solution with a box 
packed with room trackers 
and controllers.
PRICE: `92,990
URL: vive.com

1 2 3
WHAT’S ON TEST…

03

 State of the Art 
ULTIMATE VR SET-UPS
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There’s a useful option  
to literally walk and draw 
out your play space

SET-UP
TEST 01:

are two sensors to position to make sure the 
headset and the controllers are fully tracked. 
There’s even a useful option to literally walk and 
draw out your play space with the Touch 
controller to make sure the game knows you don’t 
want to trip over your coffee table. 

Given the room scale VR it offers, looking in the 
rather large HTC Vive box is surprisingly not as 
intimidating as it should be. Set-up takes a little 
longer here as you’ll have to find the best way to 
place the two room trackers above head height to 
triangulate the area. Given that both need mains 
power, the little black boxes aren’t quite as subtle 
as they first appear, but they helpfully come with 
mounting kits, so if you’re going to have a 
full-time VR room you can make them a 
permanent fixture. Aside from this initial 
installation, the Vive is pain-free and the result is 
an impressive play area of up to 5m diagonally (if 
you’ve got the space). 

h, wires. You only need to gaze, 
horrified, down the back of your TV 
unit to realise we don’t live in quite 
the tangle-free age we thought we 

did. While VR wireless solutions are on the way - a 
pricey `16,400 adaptor is en route for Vive - all 
three sets are going to seriously mess with your 
minimalist chi. The good news? When the 
headsets are on, you can’t see any of it.

While potentially the most accessible of the 
three, the PlayStation VR still comes with a slew of 
cables in the box. It’s clearly been as streamlined 
as possible, though, and everything flows through 
a central processor unit plugged into a USB at the 
front of your PS4. The essential PlayStation 
Camera (`4,999 and not included) is easily 
positioned under your TV to track the headset and 
you’ll be playing in comfort in a matter of minutes. 

It takes a little longer to get the Oculus Rift into 
action with your VR ready PC or laptop but it’s still 
a slick procedure with a helpful tutorial. If you’ve 
opted for the full Oculus Touch experience, there 

A

Which are easy to install and  
which lead to virtual insanity?

Adjusting the headset to the right size is easy with velcro straps 

SPECS
DISPLAY TYPE: OLED
RESOLUTION:  
2160 x 1200
FIELD OF VIEW: 110°

REFRESH RATE: 90Hz
CONTROLLERS: Xbox 
One pad included 
TECH REQUIREMENTS: 
PC with Nvidia GTX 
960/AMD R9 290 or 

better
CONNECTIONS 
REQUIRED: 1 x HDMI 
1.4, 1 x USB 3.0,  
2 x USB 2.0 or better 
WEIGHT: 470g

OCULUS RIFT 

 Literally plug in and play with clear 
numbered wires. The PS VR has the least 
amount of fuss and the PlayStation camera 
is easy to tweak as required 

PLAYSTATION VR
Test 01 winner

State of the Art
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PLAYSTATION VR HTC VIVE

Portal 2’s Wheatley talks you through the controllers once you’re plugged inSneakily, the PS VR doesn’t come with the essential PlayStation Camera

SPECS SPECS
DISPLAY TYPE: OLED
RESOLUTION:  
2160 x 1200
FIELD OF VIEW: 110°

REFRESH RATE: 90Hz
CONTROLLERS: Vive 
controllers included 
TECH REQUIREMENTS: 
PC with Nvidia GTX 
970/AMD R9 290 or 

better
CONNECTIONS REQUIRED: 
1 x HDMI 1.4 or 
DisplayPort 1.2 
1 x USB 2.0 or better 
WEIGHT: 555g

DISPLAY TYPE: OLED
RESOLUTION:  
1920 x 1080 
FIELD OF VIEW: 100°

REFRESH RATE:  
90Hz - 120Hz
CONTROLLERS:  
None included 
(PlayStation Move  
sold separately) 

TECH REQUIREMENTS: 
PS4/PS4 Pro 
WEIGHT: 619g

PORTS IN A STORM 
What kind of compatibility can you expect  
when you buy one of these systems? 

 Virtual reality isn’t just 
graphically demanding, it’s 
port hungry too and the Oculus 
Rift is the guiltiest of the 
lot when it comes to hogging 
your PC USB slots. Not only 
does it want a USB 3.0 and HDMI 
for the headset, each sensor 
requires a USB 2.0 or higher. 
You’ll need one sensor for 

tracking the headset and another 
for the Touch controllers. This 
means if you’re planning on 
playing with the Oculus Touch and 
the supplied Xbox One pad which 
needs a wireless adaptor, you’ll 
need at least four slots free if 
you don’t want to juggle. 
Conversely, the HTC Vive just 
needs an HDMI and USB 2.0. 

W W W.T3INDIA.COM
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Point your finger and 
your digital hand will 
do the same

CONTROLS
TEST 02:

exceptional. The subtle loop around your 
fingers tracks your digits and a grip button 
under the controller instantly feels like the 
most natural way to interact in VR. Touch 
knows where all your fingers are: point 
your finger and your digital hand will do 
the same. Letting a pixelated butterfly 
flutter onto your finger in the Touch set-up 
is just the beginning of the joy. You’ll have 
to pay `8,000 for the privilege but they’re 
worth every penny.

Included in the box, the HTC Vive 
controllers are different again and while 
their design doesn’t feel as intuitive as the 
Touch, the tracking is especially 
impressive. Whether you’re fixing giant 
Meccano sets in Fantastic Contraption or 
making the most of the unique grip control 
and haptic scroll wheel, there’s never a 
moment of lag. Add in the impressive way 
each game gives the controller new skins 
and functions and it’s a seamless set-up.

t’s all very well to put your head 
in the game, but there’s one other 
key body ingredient to feel truly 
immersed in VR: hands. While 
you can control a slew of virtual 

reality experiences with a more traditional 
pad, it becomes clear that we don’t naturally 
travel or look around like someone steered 
by two thumbsticks. The dreaded VR 
sickness is nearly always down to this as 
your inner ear can’t come to terms with the 
jarring speed of thumb control. So what’s on 
offer instead?

Incredibly, PS VR’s motion controllers, 
the Move wands, have been around since 
2012, so if you’ve got a set gathering dust in 
the cupboard you won’t have to shell out the 
additional `2,994. While simplistic 
compared to the other controllers, the wands 
make perfectly intuitive hand replacements 
for taking out gangsters in London Heist and 
letting you don Batman’s gauntlets in 
Arkham VR. The only thing to be wary of is 
turning away from the PS camera, as it’s 
doing all the tracking work for both headset 
and wands, and can get confused.

The Oculus Touch controllers might look 
unassuming but these peripherals are truly 

I

Dump traditional peripherals and 
embrace the motion-tracked future
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You’ll need an additional sensor for the controllers, but with every 
movement replicated exactly, it’s worth the extra desk space and USB port 

 Intuitive, comfortable, and with incredible 
finger tracking, the Oculus Touch controllers 
are, by far, the pick of the bunch and worth 
the additional cost 

OCULUS RIFT
Test 02 winner

COMFORT

The test

BEING THE LIGHTEST OF THE THREE, THE RIFT HEADSET IS EXCEPTIONALLY 
EASY ON YOUR NECK WHILE LOOKING AROUND. IT ALSO DOESN’T PRESS TOO 

HARD AROUND THE EYES, MAKING LONG PLAY SESSIONS A DODDLE.  

OCULUS RIFT 

WW W.T3INDIA.COM



CAN’T TOUCH THIS
Oculus Rift’s exclusive game Robo 
Recall takes immersive controls to the 
next level 

 Fancy tearing a robot to 
bits with your bare hands? 
Knocking it down with its own 
arm that you’ve just yanked 
off? Or perhaps even juggling 
a scuttling AI spider foe 
with bullets mid-air? Robo 
Recall from studio Epic Games 
comes free with the Oculus 
Touch controllers and is a 

thrilling robot shooter fest with 
gorgeous design and heart-
pounding action. Whether you’re 
testing the expert tracking by 
reaching over your shoulders 
for two enormous shotguns, or 
pretending you’re John Wick with 
a set of pistols, you can feel 
every squeeze of the trigger with 
the Touch haptic feedback. 

Each Vive controller has 24 sensors, making it trackable wherever you are 
in the play space. Just mind your light bulb when swinging them around 

The Move’s buttons are easy to reach, though you might have to work to 
remember which one is which when the headset is on

COMFORT

The test

UNEXPECTEDLY LIGHT AND EASY TO PUT ON, THE PS VR WILL LEAVE YOU 
WITH UNATTRACTIVE ‘VR FACE’ MARKS NOT LONG INTO YOUR SESSION BUT 

IS COMFORTABLE ENOUGH FOR EXTENDED PLAY. 

COMFORT

The test

THE VIVE IS CAREFUL NOT TO LET IN ANY OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD, WHICH 
MEANS IT PRESSES EXCEPTIONALLY SNUGLY AGAINST YOUR FACE. YOU’LL HAVE 

A SKI-MASK FEEL (AND THE RESULTING MARKS) NOT LONG INTO PLAY. 

PLAYSTATION VR HTC VIVE
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TEST 03:

Specs are all very well but which  
one is the best to play with?
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This finally feels like the 
slick consumer version  
of Oculus we deserve
room-scale VR. Add in the crisp OLED screen 
and a powerful gaming PC and you’ll quickly 
exit the real world. Exceptional visual quality 
thrillingly combines with the fact that, if 
you’ve got the space, you can walk freely 
around the game. Add in the front-facing 
camera and chaperone system to keep you 
safe and, despite the fact that it looks a little 
less slick than its competitors, the Vive is a 
hell of a package. 

The Rift might not have quite the same 
room-scale offering, but its visual fidelity 
matches the Vive. The field of view is 
consistently impressive, and if you find things 
slightly fuzzy, twiddling the lens distance 
knob sharpens everything. Given how many 
iterations Oculus has been through, this 
finally feels like the slick consumer version 
we deserve. Plus, Microsoft’s clear 
involvement means exclusive VR experiences 
like Minecraft make the experience even more 
enticing. 

t’s worth saying now that 
regardless of which of the big three 
you choose, donning one of these 
headsets is transformative. They 
are literally a window to another 

world. Every friend that visits will be forced 
to don VR and experience exactly what it’s 
like to disappear into pixels. But which 
experience truly reigns supreme? 

Performance-wise, the PS VR is constantly 
surprising. This is a headset built for existing 
home console tech and in that it excels. While 
the PS4 Pro delivers a slight boost in graphical 
quality and framerate in games like Crytek’s 
dino adventure Robinson: The Journey, the 
standard PS4 offers up a satisfyingly solid 
experience. It has a slightly smaller field of 
view than its competitors but your eyes never 
feel restricted and, like the other headsets,  
it’s easy to forget that you might once have 
been able to see the edges. Pair with a set of 
Move wands and a gorgeous experience like 
Batman: Arkham VR and Sony’s headset  
holds its own. 

The full experience is where Vive truly 
comes to life. The pillars are there: slick Steam 
integration, a great set of controllers, 

I

Because VR sickness is very real, each Oculus app is rated on the store for 
comfort level so those with a sensitive inner ear know what to avoid

You can stream your Xbox One games into the headset, but only via your PC – 
no direct plugging into the console

 Nothing can compete with the  
full immersion of wandering around  
in a game world in your living room.  
Truly groundbreaking

HTC VIVE
Test 03 winner

OCULUS RIFT 

PERFORMANCE
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Sony’s headset excels for more static structured experiences, but Resi 7 
needs to be played for true terror, even if it will make you sick

While the useful chaperone system keeps you off the walls, remember where  
the floor is before you start looking at things on the ground

While there’s a limited pool of PS VR games compared to Vive and Oculus, you 
can play everything else on PS4 in an impressive cinema mode

If you don’t have enough space to walk around, there are sitting and  
standing set-ups that’ll let you make the most of your room

SHOP TO IT
You’ve got the headset but where are  
all the games?

 While PS VR lets you access 
the PS4 PlayStation Store via 
its cinema mode with the screen 
‘projected’ in front of you, 
both the HTC Vive and Oculus 
Rift have more immersive 
shopping options. The Rift pops 
you into a relaxing brightly 
lit living room, complete with 
crackling Minecraft-style fire 

and beanbags as you scroll 
intuitively through the games on 
offer. Vive, on the other hand, 
loads up SteamVR, dropping you 
into space with your base stations 
floating in midair while you get 
down to the business of exploring 
the ultra-slick Steam Store. 
Familiar yet futuristic, it’s 
a joy to use.  

PLAYSTATION VR HTC VIVE



FIVE WAYS TO SET UP VR IN YOUR HOME, MESS-FREE
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T3 RATES: Easy to set up 
and incredible motion 
tracking with existing 
tech.
T3 HATES: Those essential 
extras really rack up the 
cost price.
T3 SAYS: An exceptional VR 
experience with a console 
you probably already own. 
More games please. 

T3 RATES: The best VR 
controllers on the market.
T3 HATES: When it comes to 
PC ports, the Rift is just 
greedy.
T3 SAYS: An incredibly close 
second, Oculus Rift has some 
brilliant exclusive titles, 
incredible controls, and 
packs a serious eyeball 
punch in visual fidelity.

2nd Oculus Rift
Price: approx. ̀ 40,918  

(approx. ̀ 49,036 with Touch)

URL: oculus.com

3rd PlayStation VR
Price: ̀ 38,990 (excluding 

camera and controllers)

URL: playstation.com

01 GO PORTABLE
If you want to dive into VR 
but don’t like the idea of a 
huge gaming PC in your 
living room/ future virtual 
play area, there’s an easy, if 
expensive, solution. VR-
ready gaming laptops come 
with Nvidia’s latest series of 
graphics cards, letting you 
play and pack up when 
you’re done. The ultra-thin 
Razer Blade (razerzone.com) 
comes with a GTX 1060 as 
standard and ate Oculus 
Rift’s Robo Recall for 
breakfast in our test.  

 02 HIDE THOSE  
BASE STATIONS
Thankfully, Vive’s tracking 
devices look a bit like 
miniature speakers and blend 
in well to most rooms. Wall 
mounting isn’t to everyone’s 
taste so hide them on the top 
of bookcases or cabinets and 
feed the wires down the 
back. Subtle.  
 
03 TAKE OVER  
THE SPARE ROOM
Go on, you know you want to. 
Pair up the HTC Vive or 
Oculus Rift with a full room in 

your house and go to town. 
For a richer Rift experience, 
pick up an additional sensor 
and position it behind you 
for full 360° action. Just 
don’t forget you’re attached 
to a PC. Speaking of which… 

04 GO BIG AND  
STAY HOME
Once you’ve decided on a 
permanent space for VR, 
it’s time to pick up a PC, 
and there’s no need to just 
buy the first ugly black box 
you see with the right 
graphics card. Alienware’s 

Aurora range is 
attractive, liquid cooled, 
and you can future-proof 
yourself up to an Nvidia 
GTX 1080.

05 GET A HEAD 
And finally, if PS VR is 
your experience of 
choice, there’s no need 
to just abandon your 
headset in a pile next to 
the TV. You can pick up a 
head-shaped stand with 
a chrome-finished base 
and cable tidy. Definitely 
not creepy at all. 

T3 RATES: Ultimate immersion 
just sneaks this ahead of the 
competition – gazing over 
parapets, out of windows 
and into the eyes of your 
enemies; this is a full, 
beautiful gaming world just 
waiting to be explored. 
 
T3 SLATES: It’s not cheap and, 
just like the Oculus Rift, 
you’re going to need a PC with 
a beefy graphics card, but 

that doesn’t have to mean 
breaking the bank. 
 
T3 SAYS: The supreme 
virtual reality package, 
the HTC Vive is still the 
solution to beat. Incredible 
visuals, exceptional tech 
and the ultimate escape 
solution if you’re willing  
to make the investment.

1st HTC Vive 
Price: ̀ 92,990 URL: vive.com

The overall 
winner is…

State of the Art
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essential
HTC Vive games
Never come back to the real world  
with these must-play experiences  for  
T3’s favourite VR headset

1 
ELITE DANGEROUS 
If you think Frontier’s space adventure is 
immersive enough on a flatscreen, think 

again. Plug into your ship, battle, trade and travel 
the galaxy in Vive and you’ll probably never want 
to take the headset off ever again. Be warned. 

This should be called Frankly Dangerous.

`1,980

2JOB SIMULATOR
Because after a hard day at work, all 
everyone wants to do is spend the evening 

performing menial tasks as a robot, right? 
Whether it’s working as a gourmet chef or as a 
convenience store clerk, there’s far too much fun 
to be had in this ‘human’ simulator where you 
can touch and play with everything.
`729

3THE BROOKHAVEN 
EXPERIMENT 

Horror in HTC Vive is truly terrifying, 
and nothing shows off its grim potential more 
than this zombie shooter. Waves of hideous 
monstrosities stagger out of the dark and all 
you’re armed with is a pistol fast running out of 
ammo and a flickering torch… 

`565

4STAR WARS:  
TRIALS ON TATOOINE 
There’s only five words that matter here: 

You. Can. Swing. A. Lightsaber. Even better is 
that this lovely Jedi-flavoured offering from 
LucasFilm’s ILMxLAB is absolutely free for all 
Vive users. And yep, you can meet (and defend) a 
droid called R2-D2. Hello, wish fulfilment. 
Free

5THEBLU
Less stressful and weapon-packed than 
the others on this list, there’s nothing as 

genuinely beautiful as exploring the briny depths 
of TheBlu. Wandering around the deck of a pirate 
ship as an 80ft whale swims past needs to be seen 
to be believed. And that’s before you meet the sea 
turtles. 
`369

02

05

01

04

03



Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU THE CLEAREST 
RECOMMENDATIONS WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS 
A GREAT DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE 
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products the T3 team 
would happily use ourselves, we end up discarding a 
significant number of options in each category before 
settling on a final shortlist to review. In this respect, T3 
Select does exactly what it says on the tin, picking 

only the best of the best to test; the gear we 
know you’ll want to seriously consider 
purchasing and come away with clarity on 
which one is the best in its category or for a 
specific task.

It goes without saying that every product in 
T3 Select has been thoroughly tested by our 
team of experts, enabling you to buy with total 
confidence.

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EXPERT REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  

The scores
explained

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
best-in- class product

066 Nintendo Switch 

070 Canon Powershot G9X II

072 Oppo F3 Plus

074 LeEco Super4 X50

075 ViewSonic Pro 7827HD

076 FiiO X5 3rd Gen
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ollowing the failure of 
the Wii U, Nintendo has 
had the world’s eyes set 
squarely upon it in the last 

few years. It’s needed a win badly, 
and although last year’s Pokémon 
Go and the NES Classic Mini earned 
it a few feathers in Mario’s red cap, 
things on the home console front 
were seriously flagging. With over-
complexity seen as the main reason 
for Wii U’s poor sales, Nintendo 
needed to re-evaluate. 
Everyone and their granny 
understood the Wii, with its easy-
to-grasp remote and Wii Sports. It 
was simple, and it was fun. The Wii U 
and its gamepad, on the other hand, 
presented a new level of complexity, 
and the touted second-screen 
experience failed to convince gamers 
or critics. Despite this, anticipation 
for its successor, codenamed NX, has 
been high. With the release of the 
now-named Switch, Nintendo has 
not disappointed.

NINTENDO DITCHES THE WII U AND SPRINTS FULL SPEED AHEAD INTO UNKNOWN TERRITORY

F
Never to be seen sitting on its laurels, 
Nintendo has attempted to merge 
the home and handheld markets, and 
present a solution no-one even knew 
they needed. The result is a system 
powerful enough to play core console 
experiences not only on an HDTV, 
but also on the go. On top of that, the 
Switch supports two-player gaming 
straight out of the box, and wireless 
connectivity opens up a wealth of 
possibilities for local and global 
network multiplayer. Looks-wise, the 
Switch has come out swinging, as it 
sports a stylish but playful look. The 
‘Fisher Price’ appearance of the Wii 
U gamepad has been cast aside and 
the Switch is the most sophisticated 
console Nintendo has ever designed. 
It comes in two options, one with 
bog-standard grey controllers, the 
other sporting a rather funky neon 
red/blue colour scheme. The Joy-Con 
controllers are surprisingly pleasant to 
pick up and hold. At first glance they 
resemble an amalgamation between 

REVIEW

SPECIFICATIONS
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ABOVE The screen 
is bright, sharp 
and punchy; 
not quite iPad 
territory, but 
Zelda’s scale is 
still stunning

Switch-ing direction
the Wii remote and nunchuck, but feel 
far more solid and weighty. Both slide 
satisfyingly into the main unit, offering 
a rewarding click as they connect. 
A nice touch is that they can detach 
to become individual controllers; 
an inspired move by Nintendo that 
enables multiplayer gaming with only 
a single console. Sizing means that 
while portability is an option, you 
will require a case in which to ferry it 
around, as the console is essentially 
a small tablet, and the metal casing 
adds a decent weight to the system.
The console hosts all the usual 
buttons you’d come to expect from a 
modern controller, and most sit on

PORTABLE PLEASURE
Nintendo’s legacy in portable gaming 
stems back to the original Game 
Boy. That heritage is evident in the 
Switch’s simple, but refined, design

PRICE approx. `34,000 URL nintendo.com SCREEN 6.2-
inch LCD RESOLUTION 1280 × 720 SIZE 239 x 102 x 14 
mm STORAGE 32GB internal flash memory CONNECTIVITY 
802.11ac Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.1 INCLUDED ACCESSORIES 
2x detatchable Joy-Con, 2x Joy-Con straps, dock and 
power supply
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DOCKING GREAT
It’s easy to forget you’re playing a 
handheld console once the switch is 
docked and connected to a big screen

GET A GRIP
Swapping the Joy-Con onto the grip 

is quick and easy; the resulting 
controller, ugly as it may be, is 
surprisingly comfortable to use

 Select 
 Nintendo Switch



NINTENDO 3DS
 Having sold 

more than 60 
million 3DS 
systems, Nintendo 
clearly understands 
the handheld 

market. If the Switch is beyond your 
budget, then get your portable gaming joy 
in autostereoscopic 3D.
From `19,999, nintendo.com

SONY VITA
 It may be 

getting a bit long 
in the tooth but 
Sony hasn’t given 
up on its pocket 
PlayStation just yet. 

Its styling is classic Sony industrial design, 
and its selection of smart indie games is 
second to none.
From `19,850, playstation.com

APPLE IPHONE 7
 Gaming on your 

phone has come a 
long way since the 
Nokia N-Gage, and 
Apple’s flagship 
device is no slouch 

when it comes to quality gaming on  
the go. It’s even got Mario and 
Pokémon now…
From `49,990, apple.com
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REVIEW

The alternatives

ABOVE There’s 
a host of 
accessories 
available at 
launch to spend 
even more  
money on

Zelda on the go,  
need we say more!

You will need a clutch 
bag sized carry-case

Battery life should 
be longer. Way longer

the Joy-Con, with only the power 
and volume buttons being housed 
on the tablet portion. On top sits the 
minuscule card slot; there’s something 
extremely satisfying about Nintendo 
going back to cartridge media for 
its primary system. A dedicated 
screenshot button sits on the left 
Joy-Con and offers players the ability 
to effortlessly capture moments 
that can be edited and posted to 
social media via the Album app on 
the Home menu. Plus- and minus- 
shaped buttons adorn the upper 
edge of the Joy-Con and represent 
the more traditionally associated 
select and start functionality. The 
analogue thumb-sticks have a good 
deal of travel for a portable system, 
as Nintendo previously ultilised slider 
sticks and nubs on the 3DS, neither 
of which were durable enough. That 

the light does catch. Move things to 
the dock, though, and you get to play 
everything on the big screen, and 
it couldn’t be easier. Just slide the 
system into the bundled dock and 
you’re ready to go. 

The rear of the dock houses an 
HDMI output, a USB Type-C port for 
power and a USB 3 port for charging 
accessories or connecting external 
storage. With only two more USB 2 
ports on the side of the unit it’s all very 
minimalist, with only a single power 
LED and Switch logo on the faceplate.

Also in the box is a Joy-Con grip, 
a handy ‘shell’ that allows users to 
continue playing from the sofa. The 
Joy-Cons slide effortlessly into either 
side and provide a more conventional 
control pad experience. Generally, we 
found ourselves reaching for the Pro 
controller, which is sold separately. 

said, the sticks don’t have the fluidity 
of a PS4 or Xbox One controller, 
and a discerning gamer will detect 
a distinctly ‘clicky’ feel during stick 
rotation. The right thumb-stick sits a 
little low on its Joy-Con in our opinion, 
but it’s only an issue for those with 
large digits. The main ABXY button 
setup is a familiar sight for Nintendo 
fans, taking inspiration from the classic 
button layout that harks back to the 
Super Nintendo days.

The screen offers a generous 
viewing angle with little fall off 
to either contrast and luminosity, 
essential when using the system’s 
gyroscopic sensors for precise aiming 
of an arrow in Zelda. But there’s a 
noticeable reflectiveness when held at 
certain angles, seemingly caused by 
the texture of the LCD screen coating. 
Blacks can become washed out when 

en

HANDLING IT LIKE A PRO
The Pro controller doesn’t come 
cheap, but it sports a high end 

finish and built-in motion controls. 
A huge improvement over the Wii U’s    
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T3 RATES The Switch sucessfuly 
provides a home console 
experience anywhere you take it.  
T3 SLATES Lack of D-pad; no 
Bluetooth headset compatibility; 
no pack-in game is something  
of an oversight.
T3 SAYS Nintendo has again shaken 
up the industry, and done so 
in in its own uniquely fun and 
whimsical way.

ABOVE The 
tabletop mode 
relies on 
the built-in 
kickstand for 
stability; it’s 
designed to snap 
off when pushed 
too far

The Switch gives you 
Mario and Zelda 
anywhere, any time

Its the definitive choice for those 
willing to pay a premium price: its 
buttons are larger, and it includes 
a set of conventional shoulder 
triggers. Its only downfall is a lack 
of a headphone jack, and Bluetooth 
headphone support isn’t currently an 
option on Switch.

Sound output from the Switch’s 
tablet is crisp and of a decent volume. 
Two small speakers are situated 
below the screen and sit on either 
side of Joy-Con; you’re unlikely to 
cover them up during play.

The USB Type-C connection sees 
Nintendo finally moving away from 
proprietary connections, meaning 
that although it still comes with a 
Nintendo power brick, the Switch can 
now draw power from a whole host of 
sources. If you’ve still got that portable 
charger you used during last summer’s 
Pokémon Go craze you can now 
put it to good use to directly charge 
the Switch. The downside is that the 
charging port sits on the underside 
of the device, meaning players can’t 
charge while playing in table top mode 
via the fold-out kick stand.

Starting up or powering down the 
console is incredibly fast and pressing 
Home during a game will instantly 
whip players back to the Home screen. 
Following this with a quick press of the 
power button will see the Switch enter 
sleep mode. Waking it back up is just 
as simple, and makes for a slick user 

experience. Happily, the user interface 
moves away from the Mii-focused 
environments of the Wii systems, but 
does feel watered down in its current 
state. Third party apps are currently 
non-existent, so if you’re looking for a 
device that excels at games and offers 
the latest TV episodes on Netflix, then 
the Switch isn’t it. Hopefully we’ll see 
that change.

Gaming performance varies 
title to title, and launch games can 
never offer a decent representation 
of a console’s potential. That being 
said, frame-rate dips were evident 
when playing the more taxing areas 
in Zelda: Breath of the Wild, but 
the system does pack in the power 
via Nvidia’s quad-core Tegra X1 
processor. It’s quite the achievement 
when comparing side-by-side to 
either the PS4 or Xbox One. By scale, 
this thing is tiny, but what that means 
for ports of more popular titles has 
yet to be seen, as current popular 
multi-platform franchises are yet to 
surface on the Switch.

Battery life is anywhere between 
2.5 to 6 hours of play depending 
on game type and system settings. 
Adding to this, the Joy-Con 
themselves will require a charge every 
20 hours. The downside is that they 
require attaching to the main unit to 
charge, as the bundled Joy-Con grip 
isn’t of the powered variety – that 
model has to be bought separately.

Thanks to its modular design, it’s 
easy to imagine Nintendo following 
in Apple and Sony’s footsteps by 
releasing a more powerful ‘Pro’ 
model in a few years. One that 
allows users to connect their existing 
accessories. With half cycles now 
becoming the norm with the likes of 
PS4 Pro and Xbox Scorpio, there’s 
a good chance Nintendo will look to 
capitalise with a similar roadmap.

The Switch is a system that 
Nintendo wants you to enjoy any 
time, anywhere and with anyone. 
If you fancy a spot of full-fat Mario, 
Zelda and Mario Kart, the Switch 
means you can, in any circumstance. 
It may not be as powerful as its peers, 
but the best console is the one you 
have with you.

 Select 
 Nintendo Switch
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remium compacts are the 
real competitors to 
smartphone cameras, and 
certainly what keeps 

camera companies afloat amidst the 
onslaught of smartphones. The G9X is 
the lowest priced in Canon’s G-series 
premium compacts, and the company 
has recently upgraded it with the 
Mark II version, which sports the latest 
processor.   

 
DESIGN AND BUILD QUALITY
The compact and lightweight G9X 
Mark II has a sturdy metal outer shell 
and shares the same design as that of 
its predecessor. The grip does not 
protrude and is made of textured 

Canon PowerShot G9X Mark II
UPGRADE AT A DISCOUNT

P

engineering plastic. Though it does 
not provide the same grip as that of 
rubber surfaces, it is apt for this tiny 
device. The buttons are small, but 
comfortably spaced. You might find 
the absence of a command dial a little 
strange at first glance, but we cannot 
complain, since the compact size of 
this device does not leave much space 
for another dial. Images in the LCD 
appeared clear and crisp. The top 
panel houses the pop-up flash, Play 
and Power buttons, Shutter release/
Zoom lever unit and the Mode dial. 
There is also a Wi-Fi button on the 
right panel, that is quite easy to miss. 
The camera has a metal tripod 
receptacle.  
 
FEATURES AND PERFORMANCE
Canon has given the G9X a timely 
upgrade with the latest DIGIC 7 
processor, improving the continuous 
shooting speed from 6 to 8.1 frames 
per second. Apart from this, the 
camera is essentially the same with 
the same set of features. We believe 
the imaging capabilities have 
improved significantly, especially the 
low-light performance, which is 

usually the case with every upgrade 
in the processor.

The 20.1MP G9X Mark II features a 
1.0-inch Type (9.6 x 12.8mm) CMOS 
sensor. The camera features Optical 
(lens-shift) Image Stabilisation. In 
normal mode, the lens focuses from 
5cm to infinity at the wide-angle end 
and 35cm to infinity at the telephoto 
end, while in Macro mode, it focusses 
from 5 to 50cm at the wide-angle 
end. The device features One-shot 
AF, Servo AF and Manual Focus 
modes whereas ISO sensitivity ranges 
from ISO 125 to 12,800.

The G9X Mark II provides variety of 
shooting and scene modes such as 
Custom, Manual, Aperture priority, 
Shutter priority, Program, Hybrid 
Auto, Auto, SCN, Movie, Portrait, 
Panning, Star, Handheld Night Scene, 
Grainy B/W, Background Defocus, 
Soft Focus, Fish-eye Effect among 
others. Movie modes include 
Standard Movie, Short Clip, Manual 
Movie, Time-lapse movie and iFrame 
Movie. The Star mode provides 
options like Star Portrait, Star 
Nightscape, Star Trails and Star 
Time-Lapse Movie.

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `30,995 URL canon.co.in 
DIMENSIONS 98.0 x 57.9 x 31.3mm 
WEIGHT 206g MEGAPIXEL 20.1 IMAGING 
PROCESSOR DIGIC 7 SENSOR SIZE 1.0-
inch Type LENS 28-84mm SCREEN 3.0-
inch capacitive touch TFT display 
METERING SYSTEM Evaluative, Centre-
weighted average, Spot ISO Auto, 
125-12,800 CONTINUOUS SHOOTING 
SPEED approx. 8.1 shots/sec

REVIEW

DESIGN
Compact, sturdy but 
looks similar to the 
Mark I

Words Sujith Gopinath
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CANON POWERSHOT G9X MARK II

The camera uses a 3.0-inch, 
1,040,000-dot capacitive touch TFT 
colour LCD with wide viewing angle. 
The G9X Mark II sports Wi-Fi and 
NFC making it easy to connect and 
transfer content to the connected 
device. 

The camera performed like a 
champion in our test. Autofocus was 
fast and precise, and the system 
tackled low-light like a pro. Colours 
were true to the original in Auto 
White Balance, though there was a 
strong warm cast under 
incandescent light. Even this cast 
could be easily eliminated in 
post-processing. 

The G7X Mark II produced a slight 
darkening of the corners, but to 
observe it, you have to really look for 
it. The camera produced a slight 
barrel distortion at the wide-angle 
end. Flare was under control, though 
observed at the widest aperture in 
strong against-the-light shots. We 
also observed slight blue/violet 
fringing at extreme corners. 

Considering the ISO sensitivity 
range, at 25 per cent size, images 
were noise-free up to ISO 3200. ISO 
6400 was slightly noisy, while ISO 
12,800 had too much of chroma 
noise. At 50 per cent view, the 
images were absolutely free of noise 
up to ISO 800. Though a tinge of 

CONNECTIVITY
It comes with Wi-Fi 
and NFC to connect and 
transfer content to the 
connected device

noise appeared at ISO 1600 and 
3200, they were perfectly usable. In 
fact, you could even use ISO 6400 in 
a crunch. At 100 per cent view, we 
observed a slight noise even at ISO 
125, but the images were still usable 
up to ISO 800. We would consider 
this excellent control of noise for a 
compact.  

At the wide-angle end, the images 
were sharpest from f/2.8 to 8, 
though even f/2.0 and f/11 could be 
used. At mid-zoom level, the usable 
apertures narrowed down to f/5.6 to 
11, with the sweet spot at f/8. At the 
telephoto end, f/11 was the sharpest. 
You could use f/8 if absolutely 
necessary, but all other apertures 
were practically useless, which is 
disappointing.

CONCLUSION
The G9X Mark II is a great performer 
in noise control and most other 
features. But when it comes to 
sharpness, the camera let us down 
especially towards the telephoto 
end. This limits the usable zoom 
range. However, other cameras in the 
same league are way too expensive 
to be considered competition.  

The G9X Mark II retails at `30,995, 
which is `2000 less than the G9X. 
This price is highly competitive in  
this segment. 

T3 SAYS A good camera overall 
with sub-par sharpness 
performance
T3 RATES Overall performance
T3 SLATES Sharpness
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DISPLAY
It comes with 3-inch touch 
LCD with wide viewing angle
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hen a majority of 
smartphone manufacturers 
were prioritising the rear 
camera over the front, 

companies like Oppo focused on 
selfies. The bet worked in favour of 
the Chinese smartphone maker when 
it introduced the F1 series devices. 
Now pushing the selfie strategy 
further is Oppo’s latest, the F3 Plus. 

DESIGN
The F3 Plus is a device that can be 
classified as a phablet. It has got a 
6-inch display on the front but 
Oppo’s smartly designed F3 Plus 
makes it easier to hold and use the 

Oppo F3 Plus
TAKING SELFIES AND GROUP SELFIES IS A PIECE OF CAKE WITH THE LATEST OPPO PHONE

W

device. Admittedly, using the phone 
with one hand is still a task but if you 
prefer a scaled-down screen, there’s 
a gesture that enables you to use it 
with one hand. The rounded edges 
and 7.35mm thickness gives the 
phone a good grip. There’s no 
denying that the phone is big but 
Oppo has tried to alleviate some of 
the issues using a large device. 

F3 Plus’s elegant design features a 
glass-protected front whereas the 
back dons a soft gold finish. We 
really like the clean design that is 
complemented with the six antenna 
lines at the back that helps to 
improve reception.

Overall, we quite liked the phone’s 
looks and build quality.

PERFORMANCE
Oppo F3 Plus features a 6-inch IPS 
TFT display supporting a Full HD 
(1920x1080) resolution and is 
protected by Corning Gorilla Glass. 
The display quality is decent with a 
good viewing angle with vivid 
colours, which can be a hit or a miss 
depending on your preference. 
Importantly, there’s no setting to 

tweak the colour temperature, 
though there is an option for turning 
the Night mode on/off, which allows 
the blue-light filter to be customised 
at varying degrees.

Under the hood, the phone’s 
powered by Qualcomm’s 
Snapdragon 653 octa-core 
processor and 4GB RAM. Now we 
know that the phone’s software is 
not as powerful as another similarly 
priced device (OnePlus 3T) but 
Oppo F3 Plus is a decent performer. 
The UI feels snappy with apps and 
games working without any issues or 
lags. The 64GB onboard storage can 
be expanded further through a 
microSD card (up to 256GB).

The fingerprint sensor placed just 
beneath the display is fast and 
accurate. Oppo claims the sensor is 
equipped with a hydrophobic 
membrane that allows the phone to 
detect even a moist fingerprint. The 
phone can store up to five 
fingerprints. Speaking of which, you 
can use the fingerprint to unlock the 
phone, lock a particular app and 
more.

The F3 Plus has a 4000mAh 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `30,990 URL oppo.com 
DIMENSIONS 163.63 x 80.8 x 7.35mm 
WEIGHT 185g SCREEN 6-inches 
IPS Display RESOLUTION Full HD 
(1920x1080) CPU Snapdragon 653 
octa-core RAM 4GB OS ColorOS 3.0 
based on Android 6 STORAGE 64GB 
MICROSD CARD SUPPORT Yes CAMERA 
(REAR) 16MP f/1.7 CAMERA (FRONT) 
16MP f/2.0; 8MP wide-angle BATTERY 
4000mAh VOOC CHARGING Yes

REVIEW

FOR SELFIE LOVERS 
The two sensors on       
the front caters for 
individual and group 
selfies

Words Kunal Gangar
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OPPO F3 PLUS

battery and with a good amount of 
camera use, internet and videos, the 
phone managed to last for more 
than a day. And when in need of a 
recharge, VOOC Flash Charge 
comes to the rescue. Charging with 
VOOC is extremely fast and at par 
with what OnePlus offers with Dash 
Charge. A five-minute charge is 
enough for two hours of talk time.

The software, however, is F3 Plus’ 
bane. The heavily skinned F3 Plus 
runs on ColorOS 3.0 based on 
Android 6 Marshmallow. We don’t 
mind a forked Android that brings its 
own features and customisations but 
it’s a bit disappointing to see that 
Oppo has not shipped the phone 
with Android 7 Nougat considering 
the OS offers some improved 
features. Moreover, we’re not sure 
when Oppo plans to release the 
latest software update for it’s 
flagship phone or directly jump to 
Android O when Google releases it 
later this year.

Oppo and Vivo are the only two 
players currently that have dual front 
facing cameras. While Vivo’s 
implementation gives you a selfie 
with a bokeh effect that can be 
tweaked in real time, Oppo’s 
approach to dual selfie cameras is 
different. Instead, the F3 Plus comes 
with a 16MP  f/2.0 for regular selfies 

FAST CHARGE
VOOC Charge is fast, 
topping up in just over 
an hour

FINGERPRINT SENSOR 
It’s accurate and fast

and an 8MP 120-degree wide-angle 
lens for group selfies.

Pictures shot with the wide-angle 
camera are detailed in good lighting 
conditions but you’ll see some noise 
when shot indoors or in less 
than-adequate-lighting conditions. 
We also found the skin tone to be 
washed out sometimes due to the 
Beautify mode trying to soften the 
skin colour to reduce blemishes.

The main front-facing camera 
improves on the selfie front 
considering it packs in more pixels 
and features a f/2.0 aperture, 
enabling better low-light pictures. 
There’s no moonlight flash but F3 
Plus makes use of the display as 
flash to take low-light selfies and it 
works like a charm.

The camera app is easy to use 
and takes just a tap to switch 
between the selfie camera and 
group selfie camera. The phone has 
facial recognition and if it detects 
three or more  faces in a frame, it will 
ask to switch to the group selfie lens. 

However, a majority of consumers 
still shoot a lot from the rear-facing 
camera and we’re happy to report 
that the F3 Plus has a good sensor at 
the back as well. It can shoot in up to 
16MP and features a f/1.7 aperture, 
resulting in some amazing pictures 
with good colour and contrast. Dual 

T3 SAYS Good devices to take 
selfies with excellent battery 
life and VOOC charging support
T3 RATES Camera, battery life
T3 SLATES Software
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PDAF enables faster auto-focus and 
there are different photo-shooting 
modes like Double Exposure, Super 
GIF and Expert that allows more 
control while taking a picture. On the 
video front, it can record videos to 
up to 4K resolution.

CONCLUSION
Pricing it near OnePlus 3T certainly 
draws some hardware comparisons 
but Oppo has never been about 
giving you a superfast smartphone. 
In fact, its segmentation with 
F-series phones is clear from the 
start. 

If you’re looking for something 
that you’ll use to take a lot of selfies 
and group selfies and are happy with 
decent overall performance, back 
camera and excellent battery life,  
F3 Plus gives you no reason to 
complain. 
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he Super4 range takes over 
from last year’s Super3 
series that received some 
positive reception from 

customers, thanks to its affordable 
price tag, 4K support and Smart TV 
features. With the Super4 however, 
LeEco has not only added new features 
but also increased the asking price. We 
take a good look at the TV to see if it’s 
worth the spend. 

The Super3 series stood out from 
the competition due to its wavy stand 
design but Super4 emphasises on 
minimalism. The TV features a curved 
metal frame, one-piece construction 
and narrow bezels around the screen 

LeEco Super4 X50
THE NEW LEECO TVS GET HDR, HARMAN KARDON SPEAKERS 

and while it gives the TV a premium 
look, it certainly does not look as 
attractive as the Super3 series TV.

The Super4 is equipped with a 4K 
panel and supports HDR10 standard. 
Adding HDR support makes a huge 
difference and it was evident when 
we played few HDR-supported 
games on the PS4 Pro. HDR offers a 
greater contrast and wide colour 
gamut, thus improving the overall 
viewing experience, which is also 
enhanced by the Harman Kardon 
speakers. If you fancy watching 3D 
content, the Super4 X50 supports it 
and bundles a pair of two 3D glasses. 
The glasses are very well designed, 
lightweight and slim and you can 
even convert regular 2D content to 
3D with a touch on the Super 
Remote, with mixed results, though. 
Speaking of the Super Remote, it is 
largely unchanged from the Super3 
series. However, this time around, 
LeEco allows users to install an 
Android app to use their smartphone 
as a remote control. 

On the Smart TV side, it is 
equipped with a quad-core Mstar 
chipset and 3GB RAM. You can see 
the difference as soon as you start 

the TV. The boot-up is quick, 
animations are smoother and response 
is instantaneous. The OS is based on 
Android and comes with pre-installed 
live TV service from Yupp. However, 
this time, Levidi’s on-demand movie 
content is absent (due to defunct 
partnership with ErosNow), there is no 
pre-installed YouTube and the apps in 
app store are outdated or 
uninteresting. But you can side load 
apps and store multimedia content on 
its 32GB internal memory, or play 
content through USB. 

As a product, Super4 X50 has a lot 
to offer on the picture side with a 
manageable Smart TV OS. However, 
the worrying part for us is the 
uncertainty around LeEco as a 
company, which makes the Super4 a 
tough sell. 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `86,990 URL leeco.com/
in DIMENSIONS 112.1x64.8x3.7cm 
(without stand) WEIGHT about 16kg 
SCREEN 50-inch LED RESOLUTION 4K 
(3840x2160) CONTRAST RATIO 4000:1 
RESPONSE TIME 8ms 3D SUPPORT Yes 
HDR SUPPORT HDR10 CPU Mstar 6A938 
RAM 3GB STORAGE 32GB AUDIO 20W 
Harman Kardon Speakers, Dolby 
Audio, DTS HD Sound WI-FI Yes, 
5GHz & 2.4GHz PORTS HDMIx2, USB 
3.0x2, Ethernet

REVIEW

T3 SAYS HDR, the Harman Kardon 
speakers are a nice addition but 
software is underwhelming.
T3 RATES HDR, 3D Support
T3 SLATES Software

Words Kunal Gangar

T

VIEWING EXPERIENCE
Inclusion of 4K HDR and 
Harman Kardon speakers 
does help improve 
viewing experience
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ome Cinema projector is a 
highly competitive space 
with some decent options 
from BenQ, Epson and 

even Sony. Vying a pie in the home 
theatre projector segment, ViewSonic 
has also expanded its portfolio with 
the introduction of Pro 7827HD. But is 
it any good? Let’s  
find out.

The design of Pro 7827HD is not 
something to write home about but 
good enough to get the job done. It 
looks practical than flashy. The 
projector is compact and lightweight, 
making it easy to move around.

ViewSonic Pro 7827HD 
HOME CINEMA PROJECTOR THAT BRINGS IN MANY FEATURES AT A GOOD PRICE

The vents are placed on the front, 
adjacent to the DLP lens and on 
either side of the projector for better 
heat dissipation. Physical controls 
are on the top side along with a 
vertical lens shift dial and sliders for 
focus and zoom. The inputs are at 
the back that can be concealed 
behind a detachable cover. 

The projector can automatically 
detect the input source and switch 
to the active one or one can do 
manually with the help of the 
bundled remote control or physical 
controls. It’s a short-throw projector 
with a throw distance of 4.2-46.9ft 
that expands the projection area 
from as small as 30-inches and big 
as 300-inches.  

The biggest selling point for the 
projector is the support for Rec. 709. 
The exclusive RGBRGB colour wheel 
promises up to 100 percent 
accuracy, enabling true-to-life 
colours while watching content on 
the projector and even comes with 
the ISF calibration modes to further 
customise them to suit in dark and 
bright environment. Do note, ISF 
calibration is possible only through 
an ISF-certified technician for an 

additional cost. The projector can 
output to up to Full HD resolution and 
even comes with a PortAll HDMI port 
that supports MHL functionality. 
PortAll comes in handy if you want to 
stream content from a smartphone or 
devices like Google Chromecast or 
Amazon Fire Stick. Moreover, the 
projector also supports 3D playback. 
However, ViewSonic does not bundle 
a pair of glasses.  

In terms of lamp performance, it 
provides up to 2,200 lumens of 
brightness with life of 6,500 hours in 
eco-mode and 3,500 hours in normal 
mode. Overall, the Pro 7827HD has 
decent picture projection with some 
handy features like PortAll and 3D 
support.  

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `1,14,900 URL ap.viewsonic.
com/in DIMENSIONS 316x228x103.7mm 
WEIGHT 2.6kg RESOLUTION Full HD 
(1920x1080) SCREEN SIZE 30”~300” 
THROW RATIO IN METERS (WIDE ~ 
TELE) 1.1~1.5 OPTICAL ZOOM 1.3x 
DIGITAL ZOOM 0.8x~2.0x BRIGHTNESS 
2,200lm CONTRAST 22,000:1 LAMP 
HOUR (NORMAL / SUPERECO MODE) 
3500hrs / 6500hrs KEYSTONE +/- 
30° (Horizontal / Vertical) LENS 
SHIFT Yes (+10%) INPUTS HDMI, VGA, 
S-Video, Component, Composite, 
3.5mm audio jack, USB SPEAKER 10Wx1

REVIEW

T3 SAYS If you’re looking for a 
simple home theatre projection, 
Pro 7827HD is a good choice
T3 RATES Performance
T3 SLATES No 3D glasses out  
of the box

Words Kunal Gangar
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3D READY 
P pp 3D 
b t d t

p 3D 
glasses

3D READY3D READY 
Projector supports 3
but needs an active 
shutter compatible 3
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martphones are getting 
superior by the day but 
there’s an area where it is 
still trying to play catch up 

– Hi-Res audio. where companies like 
FiiO are improving their products with 
every generation. Take its top-of-the-
line X5, for instance. It’s the third 
generation of X5 and having spent a 
couple of weeks with the music player, 
we can safely say, you’ll find takers for 
a dedicated hi-res music player that is 
as expensive as a mid-range 
smartphone.

The FiiO X5 3rd Gen is a compact 
music player but a tad heavy for our 
liking. However, it is pocketable and 
features a no-nonsense design. The 

FiiO X5 3rd Gen
HI-RES AUDIO PLAYER THAT RUNS ON ANDROID

front is taken over by the 3.97-inch 
WVGA display with microUSB, 
3.5mm headphone jack and Line/
COAX out ports placed at the 
bottom. One side hosts the power 
button with dual microSD card slots 
whereas the other side features 
playback controls along with a 
volume knob. The knob with a golden 
accent and grooves is a nice touch 
and is slightly recessed that makes it 
easy to control the volume and 
prevents accidental volume changes.

In terms of audio performance, we 
were quite happy with what the X5 
had to offer. The audio sounds lush, 
warm with good soundstage. The 
player is equipped with AKM 
AK4490EN DACs for each channel 
and supports a lot of formats, 
including the PCM and DSD ones. 

The music player is based on 
Android 5.1 and while FiiO has kept 
the UI as stock as possible to original 
Android, you can see there are a lot 
of changes underneath to make it 
suitable for the music player. 
Interestingly, the player also has 
access to Play Store and FiiO Market 
that gives you access to apps. For 
instance, you can download Spotify 

or Indian music apps like Saavn or 
Gaana to enjoy music. Audio 
connoisseurs can even switch to Pure 
Music mode that transforms the 
Android-running device to a DAP. 

FiiO X5 3rd Gen supports Bluetooth 
4.0 with aptX support for listening to 
high-quality audio wirelessly and has a 
3400mAh battery, which in our review 
process, gave about 8.5-9 hours of 
playback. However, the good part is 
that the player supports quick 
charging and can take advantage of 
quick charging-enabled adapters.

All said and done, the FiiO X5 3rd 
Gen offers good audio playback, 
storage and support for third-party 
music apps, thanks to Android. There’s 
a scope for improvement for the user 
interface but we wouldn’t call the 
current one, a deal breaker.  

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `27,299 URL fiio.co.in 
DIMENSIONS 114.2x66.2x14.88mm 
WEIGHT 186g SCREEN 3.97-inch IPS 
TFT WVGA DAC Two AKM AK4490EN 
CPU Rockchip RK3188 SoC RAM 1GB 
STORAGE 32GB MICROSD CARD SLOT 
Yes, two slots supporting up to 
256GB each  SUPPORTED FORMATS 
DXD, DSD64, DSD128, WAV, FLAC, 
ALAC, AIFF, WMA, MP3, OGG BATTERY 
3400mAh WI-FI Yes BLUETOOTH 4.0 
with aptX 

REVIEW

T3 SAYS Good hi-res audio player 
taking advantages of Android OS
T3 RATES Performance
T3 SLATES Weight

Words Kunal Gangar

S

ANDROID OS
The Android OS 
running on FiiO X5 
is customised for 
efficient music 
playback
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LONG-TERM TESTS

aving used few wireless range 
extenders to make dead 
wireless spots, well, alive again, 
we can say the TL-WA820RE is 
a joy to use. It’s compact, 

simple to configure and more importantly, 
inexpensive.

Designed to resemble a USB flash drive, 
it has an attached flap that holds the dual 
antennas to boost the Wi-Fi signal. Setting 
up the range extender is really easy. Users 
can configure it with a one-touch WPS 
button or advanced users can configure it 
through a web browser.

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `1,379 URL tp-link.in DIMENSIONS 
89.41 x 36.6 x 14.3mm PLUG TYPE USB 
ANTENNA 2 x external FREQUENCY 2.4GHz 
SIGNAL RATE 2.4GHz:Up to 300Mpbs 
WIRELESS SECURITY 64/128-bit WEP WPA-
PSK / WPA2-PSK POWER CONSUMPTION 2.5W 
max BUTTON Reset/WPS APP SUPPORT Yes

H

TP-Link TL-WA820RE
M O N T H  1  O F  1

The TP-Link wireless 
extender is cheap and 
delivers what it’s asked to. 
The Tether app support is 
a nice addition that gives 
users extra control without 
having to fiddle with a web 
browser. 

POCKETABLE WIRELESS RANGE EXTENDER 

EASY CONTROL
Tether app makes it easy 

to manage and monitor 
the range extender

However, there’s a third and easier way 
to download the TP-Link Tether app that 
extends the wireless connection after 
selecting the host wireless network. 
Interestingly, the range extender allows 
you to use a different SSID, but uses the 
same password as the host network. The 
extender also features an Intelligent Signal 
Light that helps to find the optimal 
location to extend the wireless network. 

The app does more than just connect, 
as it allows you to check connected 
devices or even block them from accessing 
the network. 

In terms of performance, we found the 
range to be better than the competitive 
ones that we used earlier. The dual 
antennas do work. It has a throughput 
speed of 300Mbps and operates on 
2.4GHz frequency, which ensures 
maximum compatibility and is good 
enough for most devices.

The only bone to pick with the  
TL-WA820RE is not about the product but 

the strategy to not bundling an AC 
adapter.   

All said and done, the TL-WA820RE is 
a nifty little wireless extender that does 
its job well. It retails on Amazon India for 
just under `1,400. 
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GAMES

anagement and builder 
games are dime a dozen 
but finding a solid one 
to sink your time into is 

quite a feat in a world with 
half-finished and buggy games. 
Thankfully, Planet Coaster, the 
latest game from Frontier 
Developments, is none of these and 
definitely worth your time. 

Everything seems impenetrable 
at first but the career mode 
effectively acts as a tutorial serving 
to ease you into the game with 
scenarios of increasing difficulty. 
Since there is very little hand-
holding, all the mechanics are 
organically introduced. You’ll no 
doubt be restarting many a time 
before finding that perfect plan to 
hit scenario goals. The learning 
curve is steep but there is sensible 
gating of features so you are never 
overwhelmed. At the forefront the 
game is a ride builder rather than a 
park manager so the management 
mechanics feel shallow and 
underdeveloped. 

Coming to visuals, the character 
models are a bit exaggerated, but 
never enough to look ridiculous. The 
bright aesthetics certainly help 
cheer you up in times when you’re 
frustrated by not hitting the target 
revenue or increasing footfall. You 

Planet Coaster
MAKE THE AMUSEMENT PARK OF YOUR DREAMS

can’t help but marvel when park is 
developed enough and you see every 
element of the game come together 
brilliantly. 

The soundtrack also deserves 
praise for setting the meditative mood 
while also being fun and whimsical. If 
the included licensed tracks aren’t 
enough then you can also assign 
custom music that you can easily add. 
The tone fits it perfectly, with the 
combined frenzy of UI sounds, milling 
crowds, ride tracks and ambient music 
enveloping you in a cocoon shielded 
from the outside world. 

Be warned you need a decent 
system to run the game as it has fairly 
high system requirements and suffers 
from minor optimisation issues. The 
frame rate takes a nosedive after the 
crowd gets larger and complex rides 

are added. Fortunately, the developers 
have been actively updating the game 
to patch out bugs. They are also 
adding free new content which not 
only adds to the longevity of the game 
but is highly appreciable in a world 
where certain companies nickel and 
dime consumers in the form of DLC 
over the tiniest of things. Certain new 
additions, like security, need to be 
balanced. The camera-control system 
also requires getting used to.

Perhaps the best way to see what 
the game is capable of is to check out 
the steam workshop where users 
upload their insanely detailed 
creations, making you truly appreciate 
the amount of work put into the ride 
creation tools. The game has an 
optimistic future and we can’t wait to 
see how it grows by leaps and bounds 
with coming updates.  

`2,970; PC (Reviewed)

T3 SAYS The perfect game 
for creative players who are 
sticklers for detail  
T3 RATES Customisation options, 
frequent updates and new 
content, active community, 
excellent soundtrack
T3 SLATES Fiddly controls, 
performance issues, park 
management could be more  
in-depth

M

ABOVE The themed rides and scenery 
really sell the holiday atmosphere

BELOW For all that is present, 
benches and tables are strange 
omissions

BELOW Go-karting 
rides aren’t 
scripted so the 
winner is always 
a mystery

TOP Pickpockets 
and unruly 
guests are 
handled by 
security guards

G A M E  O F  T H E  M O N T H !



terating a new model after 
a bestselling model is not 
an easy task. But it seems 
Audi’s new A4 35TDI sits 

right in place. The Audi A4 35TDI is 
the diesel saloon that brings in 
improved design and technology.

The new A4 has a clean and sharp 
design with a bolder shape and lower 
stance. The LED headlights are not 
Matrix headlights that we find on the 
Audi A6 and the A8 but are a step 
forward thanks to the unit design, 
service life and efficiency. The rear 
exemplifies its sporty look with crisp 
lines and unique style. The car also 
boasts use of lightweight materials 
that adds to its aerodynamics and 
efficiency.

The inside cabin is premium with 
beige upholstery complemented by 
wooden finish inlays. The front seats 
are comfortable that offer good 
ergonomics and are electrically 
adjustable that allows to change 
height, position, angles and 4-way 
lumbar support for a smooth 

Audi A4 35TDI
THE NEW A4 PACKS A TECHNOLOGICAL PUNCH 

I
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comfortable ride.
Steering mounted controls are a 

standard affair but the inclusion of 
Audi’s Virtual Cockpit makes it special. 
The customisable cockpit sports a 
12.3-inch colour display that allows the 
user to skim through navigation, music 
and other information  without taking 
hands off the wheel to fiddle with the 
MMI. 

The MMI system features an 
8.3-inch non-touch display that can be 
controlled with a jog dial placed in 
between the front seats. The MMI 
infotainment is largely unchanged 
with the jog dial being able to 
recognise handwriting and gives the 
user to select various drive modes, 
navigation, music or even connect the 
smartphone to the car. The new Audi 
A4 covers both Android and iOS 
mobile platforms with support for 
Android Auto and Apple Carplay.

The music player is discreetly 
hidden in the glove box that plays 
content from CDs, SD cards or play 
through USB port placed in the phone 

box. The 10 loudspeakers with a 
subwoofer produces a total output of 
180 watts. The phone box that resides 
under the armrest is equipped with a 
Qi charger, which means it can 
wirelessly charge smartphones by 
placing them on the plate. We tried it 
with the Galaxy S7 edge and it worked 
flawlessly, albeit slowly.

Moving to the back of the cabin, it 
is not the best in class room-wise, but 
comfortable after a few tweaks like 
adjusting the front passenger seat 
forward. There’s also a centre armrest 
and AC air vent for the rear 
passengers.

The 2.0-litre TDI engine generates 
190 PS and 400Nm of torque that 
achieves a top speed of 237kmph and 
reaches from 0-100 in just 7.7 
seconds. In a mix of city and highway 
driving, we got fuel efficiency close to 
16kmpl, close to its claimed 18.25kmpl.

In terms of the safety, the Audi A4 
is equipped with Parking Aid Plus with 
rear view camera, eight airbags and 
ABS for a safer ride.

The A4 35TDI is priced at  
`43.63L.  

DRIVE
SHARP DESIGN
A4 looks great with 
its lowered stance 
and bolder shape

Words Kunal Gangar
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 Select 
AUDI A4 35TDI

1

3

2

4

5. Phone box integrates Qi   
   wireless charging for   
   supported phones

1. The 2.0-litrr TDI engine in all its glory. 
Goes from 0-100 in 7.7 secs

2. CD Player is concealed inside the 
glove compartment. Also supports SD 
cards

3. The Virtual Cockpit sports a 12.3-inch  
display that allows to navigate, see car- 
related info with controls on the steering wheel 

4. The roomy interior showing off the 
dashboard, MMI system and more 
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S E V EN HOT A PP S FOR …

A P P S  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

Contains more than 100 dance steps that 
can be learned by looking at 3D models 
which can also be rotated 360 degrees.
Free ; App Store, Google Play

Featuring a wide variety of national and 
international dances, users can watch videos 
with professionals performing the dances 
with precision.
Free; Google Play

Count your steps, select from 26 different 
dance rhythms and even change the 
tempo. Recommended for the more 
experienced dancers out there.
`400 ; App Store

Gives textual tips on dancing and the various 
aspects surrounding it. It has something for 
everybody from those starting to the masters.
Free ; Google Play

Fetching free videos from dancers on youtube, 
users can loop and rewind to particular spots 
without wasting time for as long as they want.
Free ;  Google Play

Take some steps from 
these apps to be a  
smooth criminal

 01  
DANCY

 02  
LEARN TO DANCE

 04 
DANCETIME DELUXE

 06  
HOW TO DANCE

 07  
GROOVE STUDIO-  
DANCE CLASSES

APPS

`Free; Google Play, App store

Right out of the gate you can 
see that tlkn is different. 
Instead of being another 
all-in-one like similar 
offerings in the market, it 

goes in the opposite direction by only 
focusing on voice calls. It supports two 
types of voice calls with free HD calls to 
any contact in your list with the app 
installed and paid calls to any number 
worldwide for varying fees. The simple 
UI is clutter-free although we would have 

preferred direct access to preferences 
instead of nesting it in the status 
section at the top. The status asks for 
one word to describe your feelings 
and taunts you if you go beyond the 
word limit! Unfortunately, there is no 
missed call notification for when 
someone has called. All calls are 
encrypted and no call content or logs 
are shared with third parties. Look no 
further if you’re in the market for a 
no-nonsense voice caller. 

NO NONSENSE VOIP CALLING AT YOUR FINGERTIPS 

TLKN
There are around 225 dance animations with 
detailed instructions on footwork, movement, 
timing and even body movements.
`300 ; App Store

 03  
IDANCE!

`Free ; Google Play, App store  

Nowadays there are so 
many cups, trophies, 
leagues and more that avid 
sports buffs are sent into a 
tizzy trying to follow them 

all. Enter Rooter, an exclusive sports 
social media app letting players interact 
with fans nearby, make predictions for 
upcoming games and even win 
vouchers based on them. Currently 
PayTM and Amazon vouchers are in the 
offering with others prizes coming 
soon. These are won when a 
considerable amount has been 

collected. Players need to make 
correct predictions on matches 
with each costing 1 point out of an 
initial pool of 50 points offered 
upon signup. Detailed statistics 
including everything from correct 
predictions to match participation 
can be seen. There is also a chat 
room for each game where you can 
carry on conversations with fellow 
match followers. Sadly most of the 
rooms we entered were filled with 
random messages with only a tiny 
percent actually relevant. 

ROOTER

LEARNING TO 
DANCE

For newbies to the world of dancing, learn 
what’s appropriate and what’s not in various 
situations from a long list of instructional videos.
Free ; Google Play

 05 
DANCING FOR  
BEGINNERS



RetroISSUE 22/     
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T3 India as a magazine/ezine 
rightly focuses on products 
that are new and under 
development. This, of course, 
does not suggest or imply that 
everything old is bad and 
outdated. The pace at which 
technology moves, demands  
that we cover all product 
developments for our readers. 
In few cases, this means going 
back to the past. Look at the 

worldwide revival of 
turntables. Only 15 years  
ago, the turntable was 
consigned to the dustbin. 
Today, pressing plants are  
hard pressed to meet the 
demand. The area where retro 
is most in demand is music – 
both Western and Indian,  
and T3 India seeks to address  
this gap. We hope you enjoy 
this section.

Inside
084 Classic Artistes - Indian 

086 Classic Artistes - Western

087   Classic Movie 
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Retro RAFI & SHANKAR JAIKISHAN

Never say never! When we did Vol 
II of Mohd Rafi’s biggest hits with 
Shankar Jaikishan, we thought this 
was the end. However, appreciation 
from readers has been very strong 
forcing us to bring out a third 
edition of the lovely songs that the 
singer and music directors have 
recorded together.

Tumse 
achha kaun 
hai from 
Jaanwar 
(1965)
Jaanwar 
followed 
Junglee and 
instead of 

Saira Banu starred Rajshree in 
the lead female role .  It was not 
as big a hit as Junglee but still 
met with good success.  A 
number of songs hit the jackpot 
and this Rafi solo is our choice.

Budtameez 
kaho from 
Budtameez 
(1966)
Budtameez 
was 
directed by 
Manmohan 
Desai. It was 

a black -and- white film at a 
time when colour had already 
become common. Shammi 
Kapoor starred with Sadhana in 
this film which saw modest 
success. The title song, 
however, was a big hit.

Aawaz 
deke from 
Professor 
(1962)
The music 
of Professor 
was so 

good that it won several 

awards including the 
Filmfare award for the best 
music. Shammi Kapoor was 
at his peak and so were 
Shankar Jaikishan; the end 
result was a musical 
bonanza.  ‘Aawaz deke’ is a 
haunting duet  with a tinge 
of longing and pathos.

Savere 
wali 
gaadi 
from 
Laat 
Saab 
(1967)
Laat 
Saab 
was 

released in 1967 when 
Shailendra had just expired.  
‘Savere Wali Gaadi’ was 
therefore considered as 
Shailendra’s swan song.  
The film did not do well but 
in common with all Shammi 
Kapoor-Shankar Jaikishan 
films, the music was very 
popular.

Dil ke 
jharokhe 
from 
Brahmachari 
(1968)
Brahmachari 

was a big box office hit and 
also brought Shammi 
Kapoor his first Filmfare 
award for best actor.  The 

music was super hit and ‘Dil 
Ke Jharokhe’ was extremely 
popular with pining lovers.  
The piano has been used to 
maximum effect in this 
number by Shankar 
Jaikishan.

Janam 
janam 
ka 
saath 
from 
Tumse 
Achha 
Kaun 
Hai 
(1969)

Pramod Chakravorty’s 
‘Tumse Achha Kaun Hai’ was 
produced at a time when 
Shammi Kapoor was 
getting obese. His pairing 
with a much younger Babita 
was a little odd and the film 
therefore was a modest 
grosser. The music was 
good and ‘Janam Janam Ka 
Saath’ was the most popular 
song of the film.

Ae mere dil yahan from 

Pagla Kahin Ka (1970)
Shammi Kapoor and Asha 
Parekh were a very 
successful team,  
especially after the box-
office success of ‘Dil Deke 
Dekho’ and ‘Teesri Manzil’.  
Pagla Kahin Ka, however, 
was a flop.  It is 
remembered till this day 
for its fantastic music.  
Rafi’s solo ‘Ae mere dil 
yahan’ is a stirring sad 
song.

Dil hai ke dhadakta  
from Jahan Pyar Miley 
(1970)
‘Jahan Pyar Miley’ was  
a Lekh Tandon film 
starring Shashi Kapoor 
with Hema Malini.  This 
Rafi solo ‘Dil Hai Ke 
Dhadakta’ was a stand-
out number although the 
other songs were also 
very popular.

RAFI & SHANKAR JAIKISHAN
– Vol IIIWords: H. S. Billimoria
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Gam uthane 
 ke liye from 
Mere Huzoor 
(1968)
‘Mere 
Huzoor’ was 

a story with a  Nawabi 
background set in Lucknow.  
Shankar Jaikishan rose to the 
challenge and produced a 
musical score in tune with the 
ethos of the story. All the 
numbers were very popular 
and Rafi’s ‘Gum Uthane Ke Liye’ 
picturised on Jeetendra is still 
fresh in one’s memory..

Sau saal 
pehle 
from Jab 
Pyar 
Kisise 
Hota Hai 
(1961)
It is little 
known 
that Dev 

Anand featured in a number of 
films where music was given by 
the  Shankar Jaikishan duo.  
Examples are Roop Ki Rani 
Choron Ka Raja, Love Marriage, 
Jab Pyar Kisise Hota Hai, Asli 
Naqli and Duniya.  ‘Jab Pyar 
Kisise Hota Hai’ was a Nasir 
Hussain film which was a big hit 
at the time and had music to die 
for.  ‘Sau Saal Pehle’ is an iconic 
duet which is popular even 
today.

Chheda mere dil ne from Asli 
Naqli (1962)
A Dev Anand-Sadhana starrer, 
Asli Naqli was a black-and 
-white film directed by 
Hrishikesh Mukherjee.  All the 
songs were tuneful but Rafi’s 
solo picturised on Dev Anand 

was both mischievous and 
melodious.

Taqdeer 
kahan Le 
Jayegi 
from 
Sanjh 
Aur 
Savera 
(1964)
Sanjh 

Aur Savera was directed by 
Hrishikesh Mukherjee   and 
starred Guru Dutt along 
with Meena Kumari.  Guru 
Dutt died soon after the 
release of the film which 
was a big musical hit.  
‘Taqdeer Kahan Le Jayengi’ 
was one of the several hit 
numbers in the movie and 
was pictured on a Guru 
Dutt resigned to his fate.

Ehsaan mere dil pe from 
Gaban (1966)
Gaban was a black -and- 
white film released in 1966 
starring Sunil Dutt with 
Sadhana.  Direction again 
was by Hrishikesh 
Mukerjee. Gaban was 
based on Munshi 
Premchand’s classic novel 
by the same name.  The film 
did well and the most 
popular song was ‘Ehsaan 
Mere dil pe’, picturised on 
Sunil Dutt.

Ghar ki murghi from Street 
Singer (1966)
Chandrasekhar’s ‘Street 
Singer’ had his old friend 
from  Hyderabad, Shankar  
providing the music under 
the pseudonym of Suraj.  
Although a black-and-white 
film, Street Singer did well 
because of the music and 
Ghar ki murghi picturised on 
Chandrasekhar is a racy, foot 
tapping number.

Tu mera, mein teri from Pyar 
Hi Pyar (1969)
Dharmendra appeared in a 
number of movies where 
Shankar Jaikishan gave the 
music.  Examples are Shikar, 
Yakeen, Pyar Hi Pyar, Tum 
Haseen Mein Jawan, Resham 
ki Dori, Saazish, International 
Crook etc.  ‘Tu mera, mein 
teri’ was a racy tune and 
Rafi’s rendition with Asha is 
guaranteed to bring you to 
the dance floor.

Hum Kaale 
hai to from 
Gumnaam  
(1966)
Mehmood 
performed 
a number 
of songs 
where 

Shankar Jaikishan were the 
music directors.  Examples 
are Sanjh Aur Savera, 
Gumnaam, Love in Tokyo, 
Preetam, Albela etc. 
Mehmood’s most  
popular song, perhaps,  
was the one from  
Gumnaam which was 
picturised on Mehmood 
with Helen.  Helen’s dancing 
added a lot to the song, 
which was banned for a 
limited period of time 
because of its ‘questionable’ 
lyrics.

Title Song from Tum 
Haseen Main Jawan (1970)
‘Tum Haseen Main Jawan’ 
was a frothy musical love 
story that ruled the roost in 
the 60’s.  Bhappi Soni 
directed the film which 
counts amongst one of  
the many successful  
films starring the pair  
of Dharmendra and  
Hema Malini. The title  
song sung by Rafi and  
Asha is a powerful dance 
number. T3 India
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UB 40
The name UB 40 referred to an 
unemployment benefit form number 
for workers in England who were on 
the dole.   The name was adopted  by 
a group of Birmingham based artistes 
who got together in 1978 to form a 
band which produced the best in 
reggae and pop.  The band members 
were of mixed descent and comprised 
artistes of English, Jamaican, Yemeni 
and Irish parentage.  Appropriately, 
all the members of the band were 
unemployed when they started.

Their first album ‘Signing off’ reached 
No.2 on the UK Album charts and 
became a platinum album.  UB 40’s 
second album,’Labour of Love’ was 
released in 1983 and consisted mainly 
of cover songs.  This album enabled 
them to achieve popularity in the US.  
The song ‘Red Red Wine’ originally 
performed by Neil Diamond became 
a big hit.  It was followed by a cover 
version of the Stylistics’ ‘Can’t 
help falling in love with you’ which 

reached the number one position 
on the charts across Europe and  
America.  Other successful albums 
followed.

UB 40 specialized in performing live 
on tour and their concerts were a 
sell out.  The group broke up in 2008 
and although efforts were made to 
replicate past success, the results 
were modest.

UB 40 rank amongst the most 
successful reggae bands of all time 
having sold over 70 million records.  
Over 50 of their singles reached the 
British charts. They were nominated 
for the Grammy Awards four times 
although they never won it.

Recommended:
• Signing off
• Labour of Love
• Promises and Lies
• Labour of Love III

Words    H. S. Billimoria

UB 40Retro



R S

Words     R Srinivasan 

A CLASSIC ABOUT EFFORTS MADE BY THE FRENCH RESISTANCE TO PREVENT 
THE GERMANS FROM STEALING ART DURING WORLD WAR II.   

CLASSIC Retro

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

At the (he)art of the matter 
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The Train (1964)
French Resistance member Labiche 
(Burt Lancaster) is doing all he can to 
prevent German Colonel Waldheim 
(Paul Scofield) from taking art 
masterpieces by train to Germany 
from Paris after being tipped off about 
it by museum in-charge 
Mademoiselle Villard. 

The train is to be delayed for a few 
days till the Allied troops reach Paris. 
Does Waldheim manage to take the 
‘Pride of France’ back home?

n 2 August 1944, the 1511th day of Paris under German occupation, Nazi 
Colonel Franz von Waldheim (Paul Scofield) informs Jeu de Paume Museum-
in-charge Mademoiselle Villard that precious art masterpieces (of Picasso, 
VanGogh, Renoir, etc.) will be transported to Germany via train. So Villard 

seeks out French Resistance member Paul Labiche (Burt Lancaster) to prevent the 
Nazis from stealing the art. Waldheim’s enthusiasm for art, though, is not shared by 
other officers, especially when considered in order of priority over vitally needed war 
transport at a time of evacuation from Paris. Waldheim convinces the officer saying, 
“Money is a weapon. A billion gold Reichsmarks in the Bank of France is enough to 
equip 10 Panzer divisions. The train’s contents are as negotiable, and as valuable, as 
gold.” Different methods are employed by the Resistance to sabotage the train from 
staying true to schedule. When an old engineer’s sabotage attempt is revealed, he is 
brutally gunned down by the Nazis and Labiche (who does not intend to “waste lives 
on paintings”) decides to join Didont (Albert Rémy) and Pesquet (Charles Millot) in this 
task. In a thrilling scene, a British Spitfire decides to shoot the steam engine and in the 
grim cat-and-mouse game, the engine manages to scurry in to the safety of a tunnel 
just as the Spitfire roars away overhead. Resistance members at various stations place 
banners over the original ones to mislead the Germans in to believing that the train is 
en route to Germany when they are in fact circling back to Rive-Reine - from where 
they began the trip. There are countless twists-and-turns-per-minute in the struggle 
between Resistance members and Nazis and all the members get killed one-by-one. 
Rive-Reine hotel owner and widowed Christine (Jeanne Moreau) shelters Labiche when 
he is wounded. After realising that three of the train’s compartment rooves have been 
painted white by the Resistance, as a signal, to prevent Allied aircraft from bombing it, 
does Waldheim leverage it as “his ticket back to Germany”?      

Key takeaways – The film is an exquisite rendition of B&W cinematography bound 
together by a thrilling (till the end) script, great performances from the entire cast, 
especially with a crackling chemistry between the lead pair (Burt Lancaster and Jeanne 
Moreau). When the Germans come looking for Labiche, Christine tongue-in-cheek says, 
“Yes, I see Labiche every day and Charles De Gaulle (a French general) too. They’re 
my best customers and I keep them cool in the wine cellar.” Lancaster and Scofield 
(as Labiche and Waldheim) complement each other as adversaries who are constantly 
trying to win an upper hand and things swing from one end to the other – keeping the 
momentum and the suspense going till the end.  

O
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying guide 
you’ll ever encounter. To create it, we’ve 
ruthlessly filtered all the categories that 
count, to bring you rock-solid 
recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite gear 
for each of the categories listed below.

Inside
090  Bikes (600-1000cc)

090  Cars (Hatchback)

091  Cars (Sedans) 

091  Cars (Luxury) 

092  Cameras (Mirrorless)

092  Cameras (DSLR)

093  Smartphones 

093  Tablets

094  Televisions

094  Laptops

095  Fitness trackers

095  Smartwatches

096  Home Audio

096  Headphones 

097  Wireless Speakers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3india.com

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p092

p094

p093
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Hatchbacks Bikes{600-1000cc} 
 T H E S U PE R S I XT H E S U PE R S I X

 
HYUNDAI I20 ELITE
PRICE: `6,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in   
Hyundai has raised the bar in this  

segment with the new Elite i20, which not  

only looks good but also boasts of ample  

space and good ride quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Best choice in this segment,  

if you can afford it.

 

 

HYUNDAI GRAND I10
PRICE: `5,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in  
Good build quality, good handling, good  

interior space and lots of equipment make the 

package offered by the Grand i10 very  

attractive – and a substantial improvement over  

its predecessor.

T3 INDIA SAYS Apart from the one piece seat in the front,  

there is very little to dislike in this Hyundai. 

 

 

RENAULT KWID 
PRICE: `2,50,000 onwards  www.renault.co.in 

 KWID has beeen launched after a lot of research and 

seems to tick all the right boxes. Renault’s limited 

dealerships can be the Achilles’ heel. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Nice little car from Renault to shake 

 up the micro market. Opt for the 1 litre engine. 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI BALENO 
PRICE: `5,06,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  
Maruti’s most contemporary hatchback puts the  

focus on style and safety, while packing modern 

connectivity features and a number of efficient 

engines, even offering an automatic variant. 

T3 INDIA SAYS New Baleno gets a makeover,  

good enough to compete with the competition. 

 

 

HONDA JAZZ
PRICE: `5,30,000 onwards  

www.hondacarindia.com
The new Jazz has just been launched and has all  

the usual Honda attributes – practicality, ample 

internal cabin space and decent equipment.  

A diesel engine is an added bonus.

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s a Honda! 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI CELERIO 
PRICE:  `4,50,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  
Maruti’s new small car comes as usual with an  

attractive price, low running costs and a class  

leading automatic manual transmission.

T3 INDIA SAYS This little car lives up to Suzuki’s reputation  

of producing some of the best small cars in the world. 

 
TRIUMPH DAYTONA 675
PRICE: `12,38,000   www.triumphmotorcycles.in   
Triumph Daytona 675 is one of the ultimate 

motorcycles that you can buy in India. Powered by a 

675 cc, in-line three cylinder engine, the Daytona has 

enough power for an intoxicating riding experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Daytona is an extremely easy-to-ride 

motorcycle thanks to its compact size. 

 

 

DUCATI MONSTER 821
PRICE: `9,00,000  www.ducati.co.in   
Ducati’s Monster series is its oldest model in 

continuous production. The latest Monster 821 takes 

the game to another level with a new liquid-cooled 

821cc L-Twin motor, making it the most rider-friendly 

Monster yet. 

T3 INDIA SAYS With superb ergonomics and a powerful 112 

PS motor, the Monster 821 is a demon you can easily tame. 

 

 

DUCATI 899 PANIGALE 
PRICE: `13,02,000  www.ducati.co.in   
The gorgeous-looking 899 Panigale from Ducati is the 

ultimate track tool. Its 898cc L-Twin motor produces 

148 PS, enough to set any racetrack on fire. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The 899 Panigale surely sets a new 

benchmark in the sportsbikes category. 

 

 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET 750
PRICE: `4,32,500  www.harley-davidson.in   
H-D’s easy-to-ride cruiser with a liquid-cooled 749 cc 

V-Twin motor and superb pricing is an enticingly 

irresistible motorcycle under `5 lakh. It also won the 

Indian Motorcycle of the Year award.

T3 INDIA SAYS An American cruiser that echoes H-D’s rich 

heritage and tradition available at a superb value. 

 
DSK BENELLI TNT 899 
PRICE: `10,80,000  www.dskbenelli.com  
One of the best products by the Italian bike-makers in 

India, Benelli’s TnT 899 is standing proof of superior 

Italian design. It features a powerful 898cc in-line three 

motor that gels perfectly with is elegant styling. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for an exotic style statement 

then the TnT 899 is surely the bike for you. 

 

 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 
PRICE: `3,25,000  www.yamaha-motor-india.com
A cutting-edge twin-cylinder super sport motorcycle 

that’s been a long time coming. Fabulous motor, good 

kit and not-so-committed make it a great bike for road 

and track alike.

T3 INDIA SAYS Powerful, sporty and carries a good price tag
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Luxury Sedans 
TOYOTA COROLLA ALTIS 
PRICE: `15,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com
The Corolla has been the world’s top-selling sedan for 

years. The reasons are obvious. Whilst it is not the best 

in any specific field, it is above average in all and this 

makes for an irresistible package.

T3 INDIA SAYS Most reliable car in this segment. If you want a 

trouble free vehicle, this is your best option. 

 

 

HONDA CITY 
PRICE: `8,50,000 onwards  www.hondacarindia.com
In its category, the Honda City has become  

a one-horse race. Good engines, high fuel  

efficiency and above-average reliability  

have endeared the City to Indian customers.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want a small saloon,  

go for the City. 

 

 

AUDI A3 
PRICE: `24,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in
This one can almost be considered as a luxury car.  

The combination of refinement, performance,  

ride and handling that the A3 offers is unique  

in this segment.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget stretches more than   

`20 lakh, the A3 should definitely be on your shortlist. 

   

 
MARUTI SUZUKI CIAZ
PRICE: `8,53,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com
This sedan from Maruti Suzuki boasts spacious 

interiors, good fuel efficiency and a smart infotainment 

system, including Apple CarPlay. Apart from that,  

it is also very good value for money.

T3 INDIA SAYS Ciaz is a value for money car with good  

internal space and fuel economy. 

 

 

FORD ASPIRE 
PRICE: `6,00,000 onwards  www.india.ford.com
Ford’s new Aspire hits the right buttons as far as  

space, safety and efficiency are concerned.  

The 1.5 litre petrol with an automatic gearbox  

seems the best option.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Ford is finally beginning to make a difference  

in the compact sedan market. 

 

 

NISSAN SUNNY/RENAULT SCALA 
PRICE: `9,50,000 onwards  www.nissan.in 

The most underrated car in this segment, the Sunny 

offers good interiors, space, good ride quality and  

fuel efficiency. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The Sunny deserves more success  

in the Indian market.

MERCEDES-BENZ S CLASS 
PRICE: `1,30,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

Elegant looks with top-of-the-line luxury features make  

it the world’s top luxury car. If you can afford it, it’s safe 

to say you will not be worried about the cost of spares 

and service.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make a statement, this is the  

car to make it in. 

 

TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID 
PRICE: `35,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com 

The Toyota Camry Hybrid has it all – good looks,  

great comfort and it is also more planted than many 

other so-called, luxury cars. The only thing missing  

on it is the Lexus badge.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are not brand conscious & value 

reliability, this is the one to go for. 

 

 

AUDI A6 MATRIX 
PRICE: `50,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in 

The Audi A6 gets an upgrade with the intelligent  

Matrix headlights. It continues to set the benchmark  

in its segment with its refinement, plush interiors, 

superior ride quality and NVH levels. 

T3 INDIA SAYS At `50 lakh, the Audi A6 Matrix deserves  

a very close look. 

 

 

MERCEDES-BENZ E CLASS 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

The new E Class from luxury car-maker Mercedes-

Benz is much improved and forms an excellent 

alternative to the Audi A6. Additionally, in India, it also 

offers its owner added status.

T3 INDIA SAYS  Good solid choice in its segment. 

 

 

 

BMW 520D 
PRICE: `45,00,000 onwards  www.bmw.in 

The Beamer is top choice for sheer performance  

and driving pleasure. However, it is not as spacious  

as the competition and unless specified, comes  

with run-flat tyres.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are the driver, the 520D should  

be your choice. 

 

 

VOLVO S90 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.volvocars.com/in 

All Volvos promise high levels of build quality and  

safety but the S90 also looks smashing. 

  

T3 INDIA SAYS A good-looking, solidly built luxury car  

from the Swedish company.

T H E S U PE R S I X
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SONY A7R II  
PRICE: `2,39,990  www.sony.co.in
40 per cent faster than the original the A7R, the  

A7R II comes with a 42.4MP back-illuminated 

full-frame Exmor R CMOS sensor, 4K video  

shooting in a compact body. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Expensive but packs in a lot of bells  

and whistles. 

OLYMPUS OM-D EM-5 MARK II 
PRICE: `68,000 onwards*  www.olympus.imaging.co.in
Olympus continues to surprise with substantial

improvements in each new model and the EM5 Mark II 

is no different. It promises a very attractive high 

resolution mode at 40MP.  All the other Olympus 

features are there as well.

T3 INDIA SAYS The best offering from Olympus to date. 

 

PANASONIC LUMIX GH4 
PRICE: `1,00,000 onwards*  www.panasonic.com/in 
This is the flagship Lumix from the Panasonic stable 

and is equipped with Venus engine that improves 

picture quality while reducing noise. In short, it offers 

the best combination of still and video shooting in  

the market. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If video is important, choose the GH4. 

 

OLYMPUS OMD-EM1 
PRICE: `95,000 onwards*  www.olympus.imaging.co.in 
The original flagship from Olympus continues to  

be popular among customers and sells well. It definitely 

deserves a look if you want the Micro Four Thirds 

standard. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A solid workhorse from Olympus. 

 

SONY A7 II
PRICE: `134,990*  www.sony.co.in 
The camera boasts an in-body 5-axis image stabilization 

and rearrangement of controls. Superior noise-control, 

117 point AF system make it all the more exciting. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for a general purpose 

full-frame mirrorless, your search ends here. 

 

FUJIFILM X PRO 2
PRICE:  `147,999 onwards www.fujifilm.in
The X-Pro 2 sports retro styling along with a 24.3 

megapixel APS-C sensor and sturdy magnesium alloy 

body. An excellent performer, the camera is certainly one 

of the best in this category.

T3 INDIA SAYS: Provides a sense of deja vu if you have grown 

up with those manual film SLRs.

 T H E S U PE R S I X
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CANON EOS 5D MARK IV 
PRICE: `2,54,995 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
Canon’s 5D series form the core of its semi  

professional customer base. Magnesium alloy body 

ensures excellent durability and both still and video  

are of high quality and the 30 MP sensor produces 

excellent pictures. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The best from Canon!

NIKON D810 
PRICE: `1,80,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
This 36.3 MP semi-professional DSLR from Nikon is  

the camera to own. Given its high build quality and 

performance, this camera is hardly likely to let  

you down. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are a professional or hardcore  

enthusiast, look no further. 

 

NIKON D750 
PRICE: `1,25,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you cannot afford the the D810, the Nikon D750 is  

an excellent option with a 24.3 MP full-frame sensor.   

Pricing is also very competitive and Nikon offers  

excellent deals for kits with the camera body.  

T3 INDIA SAYS The best value for money full-frame  

camera in the market. 

 

CANON EOS 7D MARK II 
PRICE: `1,15,000 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
The Mark II version of the 7D from Canon brings in much 

faster autofocus and 10 frames per sec shooting. With a 

20.2 MP sensor, this is Canon’s best APS-C DSLR.  

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want an APS-C DSLR with the  

Canon brand, this is the one to go for. 

 

NIKON D5500 
PRICE: `49,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you are just getting serious about photography,  

then opt for the Nikon D5500. It’s the best beginners’ 

camera and comes with a 24MP APS-C sensor as  

well as a tilt and swivel LCD. 

T3 INDIA SAYS  If you are a beginner, this is the Nikon to go for. 

PENTAX K1
PRICE  `167,707 onwards* www.ricoh.co.in
The first full frame D-SLR from Pentax, the K1 features  

a 36.4 megapixel sensor and 5-axis image stabilisation 

along with a sturdy magnesium alloy chassis. The 

camera is a terrific performer and is feature-packed.

T3 INDIA SAYS: An excellent performer when combined with 

Pentax’s optically superior prime lenses.

T H E S U PE R S I X
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SAMSUNG GALAXY S7/S7 EDGE
PRICE:  `43,400 onwards  www.samsung.com/in 

The S7 duo are superbly designed phones  

with brilliant cameras, beautiful screens  

and some innovative additions.

T3 INDIA SAYS These Galaxies are simply the best phones  

of the year, whichever you go for. 

IPHONE 7/7 PLUS
PRICE: `60,000 onwards   www.apple.com/in 

Water resistance, great haptic feedback and an 

amazing camera set-up are just some of the features 

on Apple’s stunning new releases. Expensive but 

brilliant.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you can get past the lack of a headphone 

socket, you have a winner here.

ONEPLUS 3T
PRICE:  `29,999 onwards  www.oneplus.net
If you’re looking for a flagship plus-sized phone with 

standout features like buckets of power, great 

battery life, and an amazing screen – for nearly half 

t  price of an iPhone 7 – then look no further.

T3 INDIA SAYS An amazing phone for little money.

XIAOMI REDMI NOTE 4
PRICE:  `9,999 onwards   www.mi.com/in  
Xiaomi follows up after last year’s highly successful 

Redmi Note 3. Good display, build quality, camera 

and a longer battery life is what makes the Redmi 

Note 4 an attractive package.  

T3 INDIA SAYS It has a lot to offer but the major highlight is 

the 4100mAh battery.

LG G5 
PRICE:  `47,990   www.lg.com/in 
Power, good looks and a great rear camera are 

joined by a Magic Slot for adding accessories like 

an improved camera and a Hi-Res Audio module. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The most interesting phones you can buy 

right now, with great extras.

GOOGLE PIXEL XL 
PRICE:  `67,000   www.store.google.com 
Okay Google! This is the first Android device that 

comes built-in with Google Assistant and offers 

top-notch performance, excellent camera and more 

than  day’s worth of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best Android devices you can buy 

right now.

APPLE iPAD AIR 2
PRICE:  `35,900 onwards  www.apple.com/in 
The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and most 

feature-packed iPad yet. It’s expensive sure, since 

you’ll want more storage, but it’s definitely worth 

every penny.

T3 INDIA SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular display –  

the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

SAMSUNG TAB S2 
PRICE:  `39,400 onwards   www.samsung.com/in 
Razor-thin at 5.6mm and lightweight at 392g, the Tab 

S2 is Samsung’s latest flagship tablet that also features 

a 9.7-inch Super AMOLED display, 32GB of memory, 

oodles of interesting features and lots of power. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Ultra-portable and packed with the  

best tech you can imagine.

XIAOMI MI PAD 
PRICE:  `11,999   www.mi.com 
After breaking into the smartphone market, Xiaomi is also 

trying to break into the tablet market with its Mi Pad tablet. 

The tablet features Nvidia Tegra processor, a high-resolution 

display that you’d generally find on a high-end tablet.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Mi Pad fits the bill perfectly if you’re looking 

for a value-for-money Android tablet.

APPLE iPAD PRO
PRICE:  `49,900   www.apple.com/in 
It’s not a laptop replacement, but the iPad Pro is 

the supreme version of the iPad, with a massive 

screen plus awesome power and accessories. 

You’ll get the best media and apps experience 

you’ve ever had.

T3 INDIA SAYS The powerful Pro is a top tablet.

KINDLE OASIS
PRICE:  `23,999   www.amazon.in/  
The Oasis is clearly aimed at people who want the best 

regardless of price. Battery life takes a hit, and it’s 

expensive, but it’s faster, lighter and more impressive 

than any other e-reader out there right now.  

T3 INDIA SAYS The best e-reader money can buy. 

T H E S U PE R S I X

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
PRICE:  `19,990   www.google.com/nexus/9 
An Android tablet without the manufacturer bloat,  

the Nexus 9 performs well and comes with some  

really premium touches. One of those, a 4:3-aspect 

screen, gives you more headroom on websites.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Nexus 9 is a top all-rounder.

T H E S U PE R S I X
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SAMSUNG UA55KS9000
PRICE `2,99,900  www.samsung.com/in

Samsung’s top-of-the-line TV with amazing colours, 

thanks to Quantum Dot tech, HDR 1000 and SUHD 

remastering engine. The bezel-less curved design and 

smart features also add to the viewing experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The SUHD TV that packs the latest tech for 

ultimate viewing pleasure.

LG OLED55E6T
PRICE  `3,59,900 www.lg.com/in

LG’s OLED TV packs in some serious tech for a 

top-notch viewing experience. The OLED panel offers 

vivid colours with deep blacks and is one of the few 

TVs to support both HDR and Dolby Vision with sound 

powered by Harman/Kardon.

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best TVs around but an expensive one. 

SONY BRAVIA Z9D
PRICE `5,04,900 www.sony.co.in

An amazing panel, that not only looks incredible, but is 

equipped with Sony’s Backlight Master Drive technology, 

meaning 4K HDR content is jaw-droppingly good. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make the most of 4K HDR content - 

this is the screen for you. 

PANASONIC VIERA TH-65DX700D
PRICE: `3,10,900 www.panasonic.co.in

The 4K Pro TV comes with HEXA Chroma Drive Plus 

tech to get more from the TV. It supports HDR 

technology, Super Bright Panel with the smartness 

being handled by Firefox OS. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Panasonic’s flagship model with good picture 

quality and decent Smart TV features.

LEECO SUPER3 X55
PRICE: `59,790 www.lemall.com/in

This is a decent model from the latest entrant in the 

Indian TV market. It offers good picture quality, 4K 

resolution and a suite of apps that allow live TV and 

movie streaming. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A budget television that aims to bring 4K  

to the masses.

LG 55UF850T
PRICE: `1,89,900   www.lg.com/in  
Featuring the brilliant webOS, this is one of the 

smartest TVs around. The picture is exceptional, and 

you’ll be impressed with the audio performance.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget won’t stretch, this is a solid 

performer with top image quality.
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DELL XPS 13
PRICE: `70,990   www.dell.co.in 
The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and outperforms 

its competition under the hood. Infinity Display gives 

you the expanse of a 13.3-inch screen on an 

11.9-inch laptop.

T3 INDIA SAYS With its fantastic performance and build, It 

will serve you well for years to come.

MACBOOK PRO 13-INCH
PRICE: `82,000   www.apple.com/in 
Lightweight, with improved performance and very 

good battery life – the 13-inch Macbook Pro will 

delight road warriors and coffee-shop loungers  

alike. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A reliable, powerful and practical  

MacBook, this is Apple’s best laptop.

APPLE MACBOOK PRO
PRICE: `1,12,900 onwards   www.apple.com/in 
Supremely powerful with loads of innovation, 

including USB-C and that brillian Touch Bar...But 

come on Apple, give us back that glowing Apple 

logo! 

T3 INDIA SAYS The ultimate laptop for any task. It’s pricey, 

but worth every penny. 

HP SPECTRE 13
PRICE: `1,10,290 onwards   www.hpshopping.in 
Stunning looks are married to a premium spec 

sheet, but the battery life could be better and you 

only get a Full HD screen.

T3 INDIA SAYS There are one or two negatives, but you get 

outstanding performance, future-proofing and a gorgeous 

design. 

SMARTRON TBOOK
PRICE: `42,999   www.smartron.com 
New 2-in-1 on the block that brings in some decent  

hardware with Intel Core processor, SSD storage, 

detachable keyboard with good overall performance 

and 8 hour battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS A 2-in-1 notebook that’s affordable and offers 

decent performance. 

MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO 4
RICE: `78,900  www.microsoft.com  
icrosoft has made a crackling update to its Windows 

ybrid, with more power, a bright display, sleek design 

nd an accurate pen.  

3 INDIA SAYS Perfect for those who can’t decide between a 

ptop and a tablet. 
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XIAOMI MI BAND 2
PRICE: `1,999   www.mi.com
Not as inexpensive as the last version but for a tad 

higher price, it adds a small display with support for 

the usual fitness tracking, heart rate sensor and app 

notifications. 

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s loaded with features and comes with 20 

days of battery life.

SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2
PRICE: `11,900  www.samsung.com
The Fit2 is a game-changing fitness tracker. It 

looks ace, with a colour touchscreen, but 

here’s the best bit: it has activity tracker and 

sportwatch abilities, bypassing the need to 

have a phone on you altogether. 

T3 INDIA SAYS First true smart fitness tracker.

JAWBONE UP3
PRICE: `14,999   www.jawbone.com
Fitness tracker that not only looks good on the wrist but 

also gives the important fitness data. It also comes with 

Smart Coach that draws insights from your collected 

data to make an informed healthy decision.

T3 INDIA SAYS UP3 is one of the most beautiful looking fitness 

bands you can buy right now. 

TOMTOM MULTI-SPORT  
GPS WATCH
PRICE: `15,499   www.sports.tomtom.com
A watch for fitness users that can check the pulse rate  

and track accurate real-time information with the  

integrated GPS.

T3 INDIA SAYS A serious watch built for fitness aficionados.

FITBIT CHARGE 2
PRICE: `11,999   www.fitbit.com 
Fitbit’s latest fitness band that comes with all the fitness 

tracking goodness and the new relax feature to keep 

your heart rate in check. It also supports limited app 

notifications and 5-day battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  A great fitness wearable with continuous 

heart-rate tracking and new relax feature.

GARMIN VIVOSMART HR+
PRICE: `20,990   www.garmin.co.in
The Vivosmart HR+ is a feature-packed fitness band 

that shows smart notifications and controls music. It 

even comes with GPS  for accuracy, heartrate sensor 

and always-on sunlight readable display.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Feature-packed fitness band with some 

unique features to separate from the crowd.

APPLE WATCH SERIES 2
PRICE: `32,900   www.apple.com/in
Apple’s wearable now packs GPS, water resistance 

for swim tracking, and even more styles - not to 

mention the ace watchOS 3, which keeps everything 

cking over. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Apple has nailed it this time - the Series 2 is 

the best smartwatch around. 

WITHINGS ACTIVITE STEEL 
PRICE: `17,999   www.withings.com
The latest entry from the king of covert smart 

features, the Steel is stylish and offers simple 

fitness tracking a la the Vivomove, plus eight 

months’ battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A cool watch with fitness tracking.

MOTO 360 2
PRICE: `20,999   www.motorola.in
One of the best-looking Android Wear watches, with 

a stunning screen that switches lighting modes 

automatically in the day. The battery life isn’t great, 

though.

T3 INDIA SAYS Smart and painfully stylish - this Wear watch 

is still a satisfactory choice. 

APPLE WATCH
PRICE: `23,900   www.apple.com/in
Apple’s wearable is packed with features and offers a 

wide range of customisation options to give you some 

individuality. The only real downside is the limited 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS The wearable that properly kickstarted the 

smartwatch revolution.

PEBBLE TIME STEEL
PRICE: `15,999   www.getpebble.com
De-throning the Apple Watch, the Pebble Time 

brings with it ease of use, a devastatingly funky 

colour  interface, Android support and great 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS All the features of previous Pebble 

smartwatches, but even more impressive. 

SAMSUNG GEAR S2
PRICE: `22,400   www.samsung.com/in
Samsung’s latest Gear smartwatch powered by Tizen 

OS introduces a rotating bezel interface, good looks 

and even works with non-Samsung smartphones.

T3 INDIA SAYS Good looking smartwatch with unique user 

interface and decent battery life. 
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AUDIO-TECHNICA  
ATH-M50x
PRICE: `9,500   www.audio-technica.com
Looking for an all-round performance on a budget? 

M50x is the one to go for that offers balanced sound, 

tight bass and excellent build quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Great pair of cans that provide amazing 

performance at a competitive price.

BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 35
PRICE: `29,363   www.bose.com
Low on features, and subtle with a capital S, these 

noise-cancelling cans don’t scream premium, but 

they’re comfortable to wear and the sound is 

breathtaking.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  Brillian-sounding wireless cans. 

AUDIO-TECHNICA ATH-M70X
PRICE: `22,999   www.audio-technica.com
Successor to the value for money ATH-M50x that are 

comfortable enough for prolonged use and features 

improved build quality. Extended low and high 

frequencies with great sound isolation.

T3 INDIA SAYS Discernible improvement in the performance 

over the M50x but at double the asking price.  

HYPERX CLOUD REVOLVER
PRICE: `11,999   www.hyperxgaming.com 
A gaming headset that is equally good when used for 

music. It has studio-grade sound stage, detachable 

noise-cancellation mic and a durable steel frame.

 

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance, 

noise cancellation mic and high on durability.

SONY MDR-1000X
PRICE: `30,990   www.sony.co.in
Great pair of wireless cans from Sony with 

amazing noise cancellation, hi-res audio support 

and 20 hours of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS These wireless headphones offer good 

noise cancellation and a long battery life.

SENNHEISER PXC 550
PRICE: `29,990   www.sennheiser.com
The wireless PXC 550 boasts adaptive noise 

cancellation, lightweight and comfortable design, app 

support and touch gestures to control the headphone.

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance.
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REGA ELICIT-R  

PRICE: `5 to 6 lakhs 

Better with: Rega Saturn CD player with DAC & Q 

Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers  

T3 INDIA SAYS: The sound is precise, detailed and quite frankly, 

the best premium system we have tested in the last one year.  

ARCAM FMJ A19/A29  

PRICE: `4.2 to 4.5 lakhs   www.arcam.com 
Better with: Arcam CDS 27 CD player-cum-streamer  

and Q Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: This is one of the best separates system that 

you can put together. Sound quality is high and so is build 

quality and reliability

MARANTZ PM6006
PRICE: `1.50 to 2 lakhs   www.marantz.com 
Better with: Marantz CD6006 CD player and Bowers & 

Wilkins 685 S2 stand mounted speakers 

T3INDIA SAYS: Marantz has always produced attractive 

budget and mid priced separates and this latest combination 

is the best of the lot.  

DENON D-M40 
PRICE: approx. `45,000   www.denon.com
Better with: Q Acoustics 220i stand mounted 

speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS:  If you want an all-in-one system and  

still want near true hi-fidelity, this Denon system is a  

perfect match.

CYRUS 8A AMPLIFIER 
PRICE: `4.5 lakhs to 5 lakhs   www.cyrusaudio.com
Better with: Cyrus CD 8SE2 CD player and

B&W 685 S2 stand mounted speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS: The Cyrus brand is known for its high sound 

quality especially with classical music; B&W speakers

compliment the Cyrus amplifier and CD player very well.  
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DENON PMA 720 AE
PRICE: `1.30 to 1.75 lakhs   www.denon.com
Better with: Stereo amplifier, Denon DCD 720 AE  

CD player and Wharfedale Diamond 220 stand  

mounted speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: A quality budget system from the Denon brand
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Bowers & Wilkins T7
www.bowers-wilkins.net
PRICE: `27,999
In the world of Bluetooth speakers, the T7 is currently 

the leader with build, design, features, performance & 

battery life a tad above everyone else.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Fluid dynamics & a gorgeous sound make  

the T7 our choice.

SONOS PLAY:1
www.sonos.com
PRICE: `26,999

Quality sound at a value for money price; can 

be used for multi-room audio. It also has an 

improved app and support for even more 

services. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A superb-quality, affordable way to 

get some Sonos home-streaming love.

JBL XTREME 

www.harmanaudio.in

PRICE: `24,990

Powerful & yet produces sound with great clarity & 

detail. Add to it, the splashproof design and 15 

hours of battery on a single charge. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Don’t overlook the JBL if you are looking  

at a mid-priced speaker.

JBL FLIP 3
www.harmanaudio.in
PRICE: `9,990

Better than its predecessor, the Flip 3 sounds smoother 

& has a longer battery life of up to 10 hours. Additionally, 

the speakers work great in rains and outdoors, thanks to 

the splashproof design.

T3 INDIA SAYS At its price, the Flip 3 is virtually unbeatable.

DENON ENVAYA MINI DSB-100
www.keihifi.com
PRICE: `8,499

Denon has a long line of above average speakers & 

the Envaya Mini is one of them. Strong yet 

transparent sound characterises the Envaya Mini. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If ‘its’ a Denon, you know you are  

buying wisely.

BOSE SOUNDLINK BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER III
www.boseindia.com
PRICE: `22,388

Impeccable finish and a robust, bass heavy sound 

characterise the SoundLink III. Add to that, decent 

battery life and you have the making of a best buy.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you like a bass heavy sound,  

look no further.
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WHAT WOULD YOU PAY TO GET ONE OF THE FASTEST 
GAMING PCS AROUND? ̀ 1,00,000, PERHAPS ̀ 1,50,000? 
HOW ABOUT ̀ 20,00,000? THAT’S WHAT YOU’LL FORK OUT 
FOR THE MAD-AS-A-BOX-OF-FROGS 8PACK ORIONX

DOES. NOT. 
COMPUTE
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TWO FOR THE PRICE OF…
If you’re serious about your processing 
power, you don’t do things by half, and this 
PC doesn’t – it does it by double. Inside  
the gaming goliath are two whole PCs, which 
goes towards explaining its  
mammoth size (and price).

CLOCKED IT
The OrionX houses two beastly 
processors – a Core i7 6950X 
and Core i7 7700K – rocking 

breakneck speeds of 4.4GHz and 
5.1GHz, giving you monumental 

power for any task.

PC GONE MAD
If you’re feeling flush and you 

absolutely must have two collosal PCs 
stuffed inside one case, you can get 
it now for around `20,49,918 (see, a 

bit of change!) from overclockers.com.

ON FIRE
 If you’d like just 

the one ridiculous 
PC, then the OrionX’s 
smaller brother – the 
Supernova – should do 
the trick. Claimed to be 
the fastest production 
PC on sale, this titan is 
outfitted with the finest 
components, including 

three GTX 1080Ti 
graphics cards, a max-
overlocked Intel Core i7-
6950X (4.4GHz) and 16GB 
of super speedy RAM. It’s 
watercooled for rock-
solid stability, and fast 
enough to handle any 
game at any resolution. 
Oh, and it’s close to 
`10,00,000.

JEKYLL  
AND HYDE
This machine is 
built for those 
who seek creative 
pastures by 
day and gaming 
pleasures by 
night, with a 
workstation-spec 
primary system 
and a gaming-spec 
secondary system. 
Both are juiced by 
a mega 2000W PSU.

SEEING 
DOUBLE

No ordinary spec 
and no ordinary look 
either – the OrionX 
has a transparent 
side to its case, 
allowing you to 
gawp at its many 
multi-coloured 

liquid-cooled tiers.

CHILL OUT
Typically, this kind of grunt would 
result in a flaming mess, but the 
OrionX has been soothed with liquid; 
separate cooling loops keep CPU and 
GPU from getting hot and bothered.
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