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WE CHECK OUT DAN YEOMAN’S BEAMS-POWERED KE70, TESTAMENT TO 
JUST HOW GOOD A PROJECT CAN BE IF YOU STICK TO YOUR GUNS AND 
SEE IT THROUGH

COMING UP THIS SEASON...

WE COP A FACE-FULL OF MELTED RUBBER, GETTING UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL WITH THE TYRE-SHREDDING MONSTERS AT THE WANGANUI 
STREET DRAGS

RWB FINALLY HITS OUR SHORES WITH AN EPIC TWO-CAR BUILD.  
INTRODUCING WAIKATO AND HEKIGYOKU — A PAIR OF SUPER-FINE 
PORSCHE 964S
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REDEMPTION
AFTER A SIX-YEAR LABOUR-INTENSIVE 
PROJECT, PODGE REID HAS BUILT 
HIMSELF ONE HELL OF A SERIES 1 
RX-7. NO BOLT, WIRE, OR COMPONENT 
HAS BEEN OVERLOOKED, AND THE 
END RESULT? WELL, TURN TO PAGE 22 
TO FIND OUT — BUT, BE WARNED, IT 
CONTAINS OCD LEVELS OF BADASSERY 
THAT WILL HAVE YOU DROOLING

030 SNOW WHITE 
INJECTING A TON OF HIS HOMELAND INFLUENCES INTO THE NEW ZEALAND 
EURO SCENE, OMAR’S MKII GOLF HAS SET A NEW LOCAL BENCHMARK. WE 
CONSIDER IT TO BE THE GOLD STANDARD

048 S14 
WHEN IT COMES TO SILVIAS COMPETING IN THE DEMON ENERGY D1NZ 
NATIONAL DRIFTING CHAMPIONSHIP, FEW CAN MATCH JARON OLIVECRONA’S 
RB26-POWERED S14, KILO FOR KILO. DEVELOPED BY JARON AND HIS 
FATHER, THIS IS ONE BRUTAL MACHINE

054 TOYOTA HERITAGE MUSEUM 
TAKE A TRIP BACK TO THE EARLY DAYS OF TOYOTA TO SEE HOW THE 
COMPANY BEGAN, WHAT IT DID BEFORE CARS, AND HOW THAT LED TO 
MODERN-DAY VEHICLE MANUFACTURING

060 OFFERINGS TO THE GODS OF SPEED 
NO ONE EVER SAID THAT BUILDING A CAR IS EASY; FOR SURE, YOU WILL 
HAVE UPS AND DOWNS. BUT DANIEL PATTERSON’S 418KW R32 IS PROOF 
THAT STAYING THE COURSE AND LEARNING FROM YOUR MISTAKES CAN 
DELIVER THE RESULTS YOU WANT

060

054
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LIMITED EDITION DEMON LUST
AVAILABLE IN STORES NOW

GET A THIRSTY ON WITH OUR DEMON BABE
CHRISTINA
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Power, Performance and Reliability...

what else do you need?

New Zealand’s harsh climate and extreme conditions create havoc for batteries, 
attacking critical internal components which can lead to premature battery failure.  
Century’s Ultra Hi Performance batteries represent the latest in battery design and 
performance, incorporating an array of advanced design features and technological 
enhancements to better suit our unique conditions and deliver what motorists really 
want – Proven Power, Performance and Reliability.

For more information visit www.centurybatteries.co.nz or call 0800 93 93 93 C
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D
MISCONCEPTIONS OF 
SPEED MACHINES, AND 
DEATH CHEATERS 

themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

oes the general public 
understand the love, passion, 
and dedication the majority 
of the car world has for the 
internal-combustion engine 
and its associated culture? 
No, they do not! I can see it in 
their eyes every time I mention 

my job, say that I just spent every spare hour for the 
last month in the shed, or try to explain to my bank 
manager why my bank account looks the way it 
does and that I need more than your average 1.5-car 
garage attached to my house. But I don’t expect them 
to understand, or try to explain what it is that drives 
this passion I was effectively born and bred into, like 
most others I know. It’s hard to describe to, and even 
harder to convert, someone, if they don’t have even 
the smallest idea about what it’s like to push a car 
hard. 

We get a bad rep in the mainstream media, and 
we’re often discriminated against by Johnny Law, like 
most minorities that include a few bad eggs. What 
we participate in is a fringe culture, and it always will 
be. It will never be considered mainstream, and the 
government will never give us the funding that it does 
to ball sports, sailing, etc., despite the international 
success some have gained. 

Does that bother anyone I know? No, not in the 
slightest. Sure, it would be nice to not have people 
yelling at you as you pass through town with a 
modified exhaust or make over-exaggerated gestures 
as they cover their ears to block the sound of that 
pulsing bridgeport. But it’s just part of being a car guy. 
No one is in this for the fame or the fortune, because, 
quite frankly, neither of those exist. You might be lucky 
to get a ‘chur’ or thumbs up from the petrol-station 
attendant or another passionate car guy as you pass 
by. Or, if you’re at the pinnacle of your chosen motor 
sport, like Hayden Paddon and John Kennard, around 
100 people might show up at the airport at 5am to 
welcome you home after you win a World Rally 

Championship (WRC) event. But, for the most part, 
we do this because we love it, and that passion is 
not something you can fake. I see it day in and day 
out here at NZPC with the people I’m lucky enough 
to have personal contact with, and I tend to surround 
myself with those who understand that passion and 
who themselves chose a life devoted to the pursuit 
of speed, power, and all those other wonderful things 
the internal-combustion engine gives us. 

The following is a poem penned by a very good 
friend of mine, someone whose life is devoted  not 
to writing poetry but to the pursuit of speed and 
who takes driving very seriously, whether that be on 
the track or the road. It’s his drug, his escape, and 
the thing that gets him out of bed in the mornings, 
something I know a lot of you will relate to. When I 
read his poem for the first time, I couldn’t but help 
smile, as it sums up the prejudged disdain Joe Public 
feels for this culture, as misguided as it might be 99 
per cent of the time. 

You’re just a man in a car
A man going too fast for the road

A man with no concern for safety or for life?
A man who is lucky to be alive

Just a man in a car …

More alive than most can comprehend
A man at one with the limit of my machine, 

the road and my luck
Just a man whose mind is saturated with the 

present instant in life
I stand outside of time 

In a moment of pure ecstasy
Freed from the future 

I have no worries, no wants, no needs and no fear
For the source of these lie only in the future

I am just a man in a car
Indulging in a scarce moment of freedom

A man lucky enough to know what being alive 
feels like!





NZPC TEAM

DAILY 
DOES IT

t’s come time to retire my trusty 1997 Nissan Pulsar 
N15 daily-driver. The little 1.5-litre GA15 and auto 
transmission combo has battled through more than 
its fair share of long-arse road trips, late-night abuse, 
and repeated treatment like it was more than an 
underpowered econo-car. And the car even managed 
to survive an unwilling adventure as a home-invasion 
getaway vehicle after she was stolen early last year. 

She’s been good to me, and in all fairness, I haven’t been all that good to her, but 
that seems to happen when a track car occupies your garage space and attacks 
your wallet on a weekly basis — although she has never complained about it, nor 
will she. This is probably the least-convincing description of a car for sale, but if 
anyone wants to take her off my hands, cough, my email is down below.

As for what’s next? After shooting Sam McGill’s ’74 Celica last issue, 
I’m feeling the ‘old-school’s cool’ bug biting and want to get something that 
predates me by a few years. Sticking with a wagon would be ideal — they seem 
to come in handy when you want to load your mates four-up and head down 
to the track, and they can take on the role of the parts hauler, swallowing a 
spare block or two. For now, my sights are set on the classic Toyota KE70 — 
admittedly, this is a result of stumbling across Karl Degendorfer’s example from 
across the ditch. I’m not sure exactly why, but there’s always been something 
cool about square-bodied cars with big chin lips, a good set of Japanese 
wheels, and simple period-correct livery. Who knows, maybe I’ll have one 
before the time rolls around to write another one of these pieces — and there is 
a set of SSR MKIIs sitting in my shed crying out to be used. Until next month …
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CONTRIBUTORS

Jaden Martin
Email: jaden@performancecar.co.nz 
Instagram: Jaden_nzpcmagazine 

Long-time contributor Arie Stokes holds down the Waikato region for NZPC. 
The professional light tamer generally spends his days capturing life-changing 
moments like weddings, or those big nights out at the club. But shooting cars 
has always been a passion for him, so he’s invariably keen to point his gear at 
some highly modified import metal, and does a damn fine job of it, too. This 
issue he shot Daniel’s R32, which you can check out on page 60.

ARIE STOKES

Found most weekends forgoing that new era in favour of a fedora, while lugging 
his camera gear around New Zealand race tracks shooting anything from formula 
5000s to D1NZ, or chasing around the guys from his club — oldschool.co.nz 
— Richard Opie is just one of those dudes you can’t help but admire for his 
work ethic and his ability to pour out top- quality work, time and time again. In 
between working a nine -to -five job and contributing to numerous automotive 
outlets, he somehow manages to sneak in a little time on his everlasting KP 
Starlet build. To sum up Opie in two words — consummate gentleman. 

RICHARD OPIE
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INSIDE LINE
GET YOUR DAILY NEWS FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.comGET YOUR DAILY NEWS FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.com

Earlier in the month, Kiwi driver Nick Cassidy and 
TOM’s Lexus RCF co-driver Daisuke Ito made 
impressive progress in the second round of Japan’s 
Super GT500 series, when they jumped from 13th 
on the grid to finish fourth in the 500km race at 
Fuji Speedway. 

Ito couldn’t find comfort with the vehicle’s 
balance and only managed to qualify in P13, and, 
with the Super GT elimination-style qualifying 
format, Cassidy’s opportunity to qualify in the 
second session was lost, which meant the pair had 
a challenge ahead if they wanted a strong finish. 

Ito started the race as wheelman and climbed 
to P9 before pitting and swapping with Cassidy, 
who delivered a strong, consistent stint, showing 
his expertise in managing tyre wear without 
compromising lap speed. Late into the session, a 
safety car gave the young Kiwi an opportunity to gain 
position over the front runners, and he seized his 
chance by passing Oliver Turvey at the first corner 
of the restart and opted to stay out an extra two 
laps while the other drivers pitted so that he could 
set the team’s fastest laps of the race. The leading 
Nissan GT-R had a failure within 10 laps of the finish, 

which elevated the pair’s position to P4 — and they 
finished within a second of TOM’s Lexus teammates 
in third. “Overall, I am really pleased with the result 
of the weekend. It is only my second race weekend 
in GT500, up against a massively professional grid 
of drivers. I’m looking forward to the official test 
at Sugo next month and look to continue to build 
experience in this car,” said Cassidy. 

Cassidy and Ito now sit sixth on the drivers’ 
points board heading into next month’s official test 
at Sugo ahead of round three, which will be held 
later in the month.

While each of the three V 4&Rotary events 
every year has its own winners, there is 
something a little more at stake — a three-round 
championship that sees guys travel the length of 
the country to chase those few coveted crowns.

In Tough Street, it was the immaculate S14 
of Joel Robinson that claimed the win, followed 
closely by runner-up Carl Robertson in his 
Ford Laser. Open Class saw NZPC’s Issue No. 
234 cover car, the 1JZ-powered Chaser of Zen 

Thunsupap, come second equal with Bevan 
Aymes’ RX-2, while both were beaten by nearly 
triple the points thanks to Tim Johnson’s crazy 
show-class track-ready RX-2. The Club win went 
to the Untamed Motorsport. 

It was a hard-fought season, and it 
appears that several cars are already back into 
build mode for next season, which kicks off in 
December at Timaru. We look forward to seeing 
what comes out of the woodwork.

HAMPTON’S 
SECOND TRACK 
NOW UP AND 
RUNNING 
It’s been a six-year wait, but the club circuit at 
Hampton Downs Motorsport Park has finally 
seen rubber hit tarmac. Since Tony Quinn took 
over the complex mid 2015, work has been 
non-stop, which included the completion of 
the long-awaited club circuit, a 1.2-kilometre 
separate circuit that can also act as an 
extension of the main track to bring the total 
length up to 3.8km. While the track has only 
seen low-key grip days thus far, the first drift 
session will be held within a few weeks of this 
issue hitting the shelves. While the circuit itself 
is operating, the related facilities are still under 
construction. A completed Hampton’s will be 
offically re-opened in October.

SHOW-SEASON 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

CASSIDY CLAIMS 
TOP-10 FINISH IN SUPER GT500 DEBUT



WIN THE 
EXPERIENCE OF A 
LIFETIME
Century Yuasa Batteries is giving battery 
purchasers the chance to win an unforgettable 
experience of a lifetime, and it couldn’t be 
easier to enter. The prize is an amazing 13-
day cruise for two around Greece, Turkey, 
and Italy, including flights from New Zealand 
as well as meals and unlimited beverages 
on board. The trip, worth $12K, will give the 
lucky winner the chance to see some of the 
most beautiful scenery on the planet from a 
state-of-the-art cruise liner, for free. All you 
need to do to go in the draw is to purchase 
a selected Century or Yuasa battery before 
September 3, 2016 and complete the entry 
form at the point of purchase or online at 
centurybatteries.co.nz/experienceofalifetime.

Purchasers of Century or Yuasa Ultra Hi 
Performance batteries, as well as purchasers of 
Idle Stop Start (ISS) Batteries, will receive three 
entries into the draw, so, if you’re in the market 
for a new battery, now’s the time to purchase. 
The competition is valid at any Century or 
Yuasa battery retailer, and includes the full 
range of automotive, commercial, marine, deep 
cycle, motorcycle, and power-sports batteries. 
See the website for full terms and conditions.

NEW EURO MEGA 
EVENT HITS TAUPO 

NZ WINTER DRIFT 
MATSURI IS BACK 
Rolling into Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park 
over the first weekend of July (1–3), the 
New Zealand Winter Drift Matsuri is back with 
its five-year anniversary for a full-on three-day 
event.

Renowned as one of the biggest grassroots 
festival providers, the Zeroclass Co. team has 
brought together a bunch of the country’s best 
amateur-level drifters and teams to showcase the 

coolest cars, insane driving, live DJs, food stands, a 
relaxed friendly atmosphere, and much more. The 
event will feature day and twilight sessions, team 
drifting, a big-entry mini comp and kids’ cruises, 
and will make use of Taupo’s famous Track 2 and 
Track 3 formats. Saturday night will welcome the 
official after-party event for all to enjoy, followed by 
the final day of advanced driving. Spectators can 
purchase tickets from dashtickets.co.nz.

TIMARU 
HOTTING UP
The V 4&Rotary South Island Champs is set 
to hit Timaru for the first time on December 
10–11. A two-day event, the Champs will first 
arrive at Timaru International Motor Raceway 
for a track day that includes drifting, burnouts, 
grasskhana, circuit racing, and cruise-with 
your-mates sessions. Day two will move the 
event to the Southern Trusts Events Centre for 
the first round of the show-car season.

Entry for both days is now open, and, as 
an added incentive to North Islanders thinking 
of heading down, entry is free to the events and 
discounted ferry pricing is available. Early-bird 
ticket pricing won’t last, so grab your spot now 
for what is sure to be a huge party. 

With the European scene slowly growning on our 
shores, EuroHaus 2016 will host the largest Euro-
only car event at Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park 
on August 13.

Created with the simple premise of providing 
an environment for like-minded enthusiasts, 
the event will feature circuit racing, cruising 
sessions, drifting demonstrations, a show and 
shine competition, and more. This will be a safe 

haven for all things low, loud, and luxury, and 
eligible cars include Alfa Romeo, Audi, Bentley, 
BMW, Ferrari, Lamborghini, McLaren, Mercedes, 
Porsche, and Volkswagen. There’ll be no 
discrimination on engine combination — whether 
it’s factory, four-cylinder, six-cylinder, rotary, or a 
V8, it’s welcome.

Entries are now open — head to the 
EuroHaus Facebook page for all the particulars.
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INSIDE LINE
GET YOUR DAILY NEWS FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.com

HOPPER SECURES 
FOURTH TARGA WIN 

NAC CAR CULTURE 
IS BACK 
Following our smash-hit first season, it was fair to 
say it was obvious that Kiwis had missed having 
a decent TV show focused on New Zealand’s car 
culture and were screaming out for more. We 
listened and went straight to work on a bigger and 
badder second season of NAC Car Culture, which 
is now airing for the next 10 weeks, every Sunday 
at 2pm on TV3. 

With season two, we have spread ourselves 
wide and far, capturing the cars, sheds, action, 
and people that make it happen from all corners 
of New Zealand. We have 10 episodes that kicked 
off May 29 — but don’t worry if you missed that 
one, as all of them are on themotorhood.com for 
those who rarely have time to chill on a Sunday. 
We have some amazing cars this season, with an 
array of vehicles that will blow your mind. 

NEW DRAGGER JOINING 
THE RANKS 

Old-school ruled supreme over the strongest 
Targa Rotorua field to date, with Leigh Hopper 
and co-driver Michael Goudie taking home the 
overall win in the HTR Racing Mitsubishi Evo III, 
following a stellar run that ensured the pair won 
all six stages on Saturday. Sunday saw the likes 
of Tony Quinn in an R35 GT-R and Jason Gill in an 
Evo IX gunning for the top spot, but a consistent 
Hopper maintained an overall lead, even after 
mechanical trouble. “We blew a head gasket 
on the second-to-last stage,” Hopper said. 
“Fortunately, we had a service stop between it 

and the last stage, so we flushed what was left 
of the coolant in the system, put some Bars 
Leaks in it, and backed off the boost and the 
pace to hopefully get us home.” The pair limped 
the Evo over the finish line a minute clear of the 
Tony Quinn / Naomi Tillett duo, which placed 
second, and Chris West / Chris Cobham in third.

In the hard-fought Metal Man Classic 
class, long-time competitors Andy Mygind / 
Anthony Baker in their Datsun 240Z came home 
in first ahead of the E30 of Rex McDonald / 
David Dixon. 

The Sport Mod ranks are about to have an 
injection of the Euro kind with a 28x9-inch-tyred 
BMW E36 piloted by father and son duo Dave and 
Aaron Baldwin. The car once served as Aaron’s 
daily-driver, but, after he crashed it and the 
insurance company wrote it off, despite the very 
small amount of damage, it was decided to strip it 
and sell the parts — until the pair decided to dive 
in at the deep end. 

Dave has long been a fan of drag racing 
but never pursued the passion until his son also 
showed an interest a few years back, around the 
same time that the E36 shell was sitting there. 

As self-confessed greenhorns to the sport, 
they enlisted the help of the country’s best to help 
realize their dream. Bob Tyann took charge of 
the chassis, and built a chromoly roll cage to an 
eight-second spec, mounted the engine and trans, 

and set up the nine-inch ladder-bar rear end. 
Help also came from Brian Connell at Mazsport 
and Tony Markovina, with Brian putting together 
the 13B and Tony supplying a ton of parts and 
guidance for the new team. 

The rather large Garrett turbo and modified 
JC Cosmo intake both spent time on the ‘HAVTOS’ 
12A package before joining this car, and, to back 
the 13B, there’s a G-Force five-speed. 

The E36 is steamrolling towards the finish 
line following a short stint at Quest Fabrication, 
where Kyrie and Colin finished a ton of the smaller 
fabrication jobs ahead of the plumbing and wiring. 

The pair is under no illusion that the job will 
be easy, and they know that they’ll face a steep 
learning curve once they hit the strip next season, 
but they’re looking forward to the experience 
with a car that is far more capable than what 
they originally planned to run. Once they get a 
handle on it, they’re confident that everything is 
there ready to run some solid numbers, and more 
importantly have some fun.  
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The Motorhood is the new online home for NZ Performance Car and its sister publications, NZV8 
and New Zealand Classic Car. It’s the hub for all things automotive, from news and reviews to event 
coverage and more. You can enjoy articles from the magazines at The Motorhood home page, 
themotorhood.com, or if you want modified performance-import vehicles only, just head to our old 
website address — performancecar.co.nz — to be redirected straight to the NZ Performance Car side 
of the new site.

THE MOTORHOOD

WHAT’S ONLINE AT 
THEMOTORHOOD.COM 
THIS MONTH?

GET YOUR DAILY FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.com

16  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

A VISIT TO 
MAATOUKS 
RACING 

THE RED PANDA
He was raised by a street-racing father, so it’s no 
surprise that Jay Kho ended up with a deep love 
and appreciation for car modifying. Living in the 
US, where Skylines are extremely rare, he wasn’t 
going to turn down the chance to own a DR30. 

Produced by the talented team at 
Petrolicious, the six-minute video The Red Panda 
chronicles Jay’s journey with the DR30, a car 
with a super-rad livery and an interesting engine 
conversion. 

The night before the final round of the Demon 
Energy D1NZ National Drifting Championship, 
we found ourselves at the workshop of 
Team Jenkins Motorsports (TJM) as a bunch of 
unfamiliar faces thrashed away in two unfamiliar 
cars. TJM had been taken over by two Aussie 
drifters, who were over here to contest the 
Hi-Tec Oils trans-Tasman competition. After 
a disastrous round in Christchurch, new 
engine builds and dogbox conversions were 
underway. These Aussies certainly don’t give 
up without a fight. We took a closer look at 
Matty Hill’s Nissan S15, running a 2JZ engine 
that had literally just been bolted in.

HANGING 
AT TJM 

When one of Sydney, Australia’s most 
famous RB workshops holds a party, you 
can be sure the line-up of cars in attendance 
will be outstanding. From 500kW R34s and
600kW Evos to Liberty Walk–kitted Lambos
and GT-Rs and record-holding hectic Vl
Turbos, this is pure Aussie car porn at its
best. With René on the ground in Sydney, 
we were there to capture all the mega-power
street cars that dreams are made of.

WHEN WORLDS 
COLLIDE — 2JZ RAT ROD 
Never in a million years did we expect to see a 
Garrett GT42 strapped on the side of a 2JZ-GTE 
sitting in the exposed engine bay of a Model A 
rat rod, especially one with a custom-painted 
rocker cover and stainless manifolds. It’s an 
odd marriage of new and old, which on paper 

would sound wrong to most car builders, but, 
in practice, Brandon Dejesus has nailed the 
mish-mash of styles perfectly. When your car is 
airbagged and sitting on 20-inch Stance wheels, 
you would be sure to steal the show at any event 
you attend, whether it be import or V8 in flavour.
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CASTROL PCOTY 2016

#TITANIUMSTRONG

STRENGTH FOR MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE

20 LUCKY VOTERS  
WILL EACH RECEIVE

• NZ PERFORMANCE CAR 
POSTER BOOK VOL. 5 AND 
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• THREE CASTROL EDGE 5L 
PACKS, CASTROL GEAR, AND 

$1500 PREZZY CARD
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WE ARE ON THE SEARCH FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
MPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW

WE ARE ON THE SEARCH FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
IMPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW

WE ARE ON THE HUNT FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
IMPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW

Z Performance Car is putting the power in your hands — decide 
which feature car stands above all others and most deserves to 
be crowned Castrol Edge Performance Car of the Year 2016. 
Each issue, we select three feature cars to go head-to-head 
for that month’s spot. Who’ll take it is up to you, so jump on 

themotorhood.com each month to vote for your favourite. Once we have our 
12 finalists, these will be put to the vote once more, and you will get to decide 
who will be crowned Castrol Edge Performance Car of the Year 2016. So, what 
are you waiting for? Get voting and let us know who you think should be crowned 
champion!



There is one pit garage space in the D1NZ line-up you 
simply can’t walk past without stopping, and that’s 
Jaron’s, thanks to his RB26-powered S14. The dry-
sumped RB26 is an absolute powerhouse, making 
550kW and a tyre-frying 700Nm of torque, thanks to a 
very trick head, put together by Hartley Race Engines, 
and a Holset turbo. It’s backed by a TTi five-speed and 
a Nismo two-way LSD. There are few that can match it 
spec-wise, but it’s perhaps the custom FRP panels made 
by Jaron’s dad, Kester, including the one-piece rear, that 
really set it apart from most other cars on the grid. 

Another super-clean build this issue is Omar’s MkII VW Golf. 
Although Omar now resides in the 09 area, he hails from the UK, 
which is evident in the styling and attention to detail that has been 
put into the build. The MkII features a built 1800 with 272 cam and 
a modified G60 intake, which gives it a good punch in power. The 
highly detailed engine bay has seen hundreds of hours poured 
into making it as decluttered and clean as possible. Slammed on 
some refurbished BBS RS180s and RS247s, the Golf is certainly 
doing its job and showing Kiwis what is possible with these small 
hatchbacks. 

THIS MONTH’S NOMINEES

JARON 
OLIVECRONA’S 
D1-SPEC S14

OMAR SHAHAB’S 
MKII VW GOLF 

What started out as a burnout-car project six years ago 
has morphed into one of the country’s cleanest RX show 
cars, and one that, thankfully, will also be driven hard. From 
the deep gloss paint to the minimalist style of an engine 
bay that has been smoothed, detailed, and de-loomed, the 
level of execution is up there with the best New Zealand has 
to offer. While the 12A bridgeport might not pack monster 
power, its chromed IDA will still see it capable of scaring 
anyone who rides shotgun inside the fully reupholstered 
interior. 

PODGE REID’S 
SERIES 1 RX-7
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PHOTOS: TIMO ANNIS CELEBRATING HAYDEN PADDON

MAKING HIS PRESENCE FELT ON THE WORLD STAGE

allying flows deep within the blood 
of many New Zealanders but in none 
more so than Hayden Paddon, who was 
written into the history books after he 
piloted his new-generation Hyundai i20 
World Rally Championship (WRC) car to his 
first-ever rally victory in the FIA WRC at the 
Rally of Argentina (April 22–24, 2016), the 

first WRC round win for a Kiwi, and a victory that made fellow Kiwi 
and long-time co-driver John Kennard the oldest person to ever 
win a WRC round. 

Alongside Kennard, Paddon beat three-time WRC champion 
Sebastien Ogier to claim first place on the podium, after a hard-
fought performance over the rough roads of the Argentinean rally. 

The pair had ticked off their 11th WRC stage win on Friday, 
matching the total set by the late Kiwi rally legend ‘Possum’ Bourne 
— only five days out from the anniversary of his passing, we might 
add — followed by three more stage wins on Saturday. That set 
them 29.8 seconds ahead of Ogier heading into the final day. 

Paddon’s first run was extremely affected by low-hanging 

fog. “[It was] the thickest fog I have ever driven in. You literally 
could not see past the bonnet, and, as an indication of how bad 
it was, in the first 8km of the stage, we were one minute slower 
than what we were on the repeated run with no fog,” he said. As 
a result, Ogier took 7.4 seconds out of Paddon’s lead after the 
Kiwi suffered a gearbox issue, and he again pulled away precious 
seconds on special-stage 17, after delivering a blistering drive, 
cutting Paddon’s lead to only 2.6 seconds with just the final power 
stage remaining. 

Historically, this is a slow technical stage, but it appeared 
that something clicked inside Paddon, and he later said, “It 
was an almost perfect stage. At the time, it was Anzac Day in 
New Zealand; maybe it was a bit of the fighting Anzac spirit that 
pulled us through”. 

Not only did the pair beat Ogier, but they did so with an 
impressive 11-second lead. With the Argentinean victory and a 
total of 15 stage wins under his belt, Paddon has secured second 
place on the leader board in the WRC drivers’ championship with 
57 points to Ogier’s 96 — which also means that he now holds the 
highest-ever championship position for a Kiwi rally driver to date.

THE BOY FROM

GERALDINE
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WORDS: MARCUS GIBSON PHOTOS: ADAM CROY1979 MAZDA RX-7 SERIES 1 (SA22C)



AFTER WRECKING HIS B1600 IN 2010, PODGE REID VOWED TO COME BACK 
BETTER THAN EVER. HIS SERIES 1 RX-7 HAS BECOME THE ULTIMATE REDEMPTION 
MACHINE, EMERGING AS ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S CLEANEST RX BUILDS TO DATE 
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Each and every 
component within 
the engine bay was 
stripped, detailed, 

and, when it couldn’t 
be new, rebuilt. What 

you are looking at 
is not just a custom 
S1 RX-7; it’s about 
as new an RX-7 as 

you will find on the 
planet 

POWER
It’s a 12A bridge

1979 MAZDA RX-7 SERIES 1 (SA22C)



hen you hear the term ‘period correct’, 
what usually springs to mind are images 
of old hot rods from the ’30s or ’40s with 
a ton of equally old American-made 
components. It’s not often that 1970s 
Mazda rotaries are thought of in this 
light — but you know what? That has all 
begun to change as the import scene has 

got a little older. It’s now old enough to have some history and 
depth to it, sparking a new movement with an appreciation for 
protecting our heritage, paying homage to the early years of 
the scene in New Zealand, the stuff that Generation Y grew up 
on. It should come as no surprise, really, that the guys driving 
this resurgence are those who were just getting started in cars 
some 10 to 20 years ago and are now older, their skill sets 
having increased, knowledge having broadened, and generally 
having expanded resources, too. 

When you speak to Podge Reid, the owner and builder of 
this immaculate RX-7, you soon get a sense of his passion for 
the Mazda rotary, a passion born during that era when rotaries 
with no bonnets, loud exhausts, and only a handful of wheel 
options ruled the streets. It’s a nostalgia he has tried to keep 
alive with the build on his RX-7. But although he may have taken 
his inspiration from that bygone era, we think the end result 
is anything but dated. What it is, is a lesson in OCD levels of 
badassery served on a polished and chromed platter.

Looking at the RX-7 now, you would be hard pressed to 
believe that, in mid 2010, it was on the fast track to the scrap 

heap. It was caked in bog, with a lick of matt black, and as 
rough as guts, and Podge purchased it for a song with the 
sole intention of building it up as a burnout car. Clearly, 
though, his idea of a burnout car is not an average beater 
with its rear quarters pastered in rubber. “We paid $1500 
for it with the roll cage already in it. Stevie [Ellicott] and 
myself started by tidying up the engine bay, making 
it really nice, similar to Charlie [Stanaway’s] burnout 
wagon — so when you pop the bonnet, it is still all 

nice, but the body is rough. We smoothed it all out, and then 
one thing lead to another,” Podge explained. 

The turning point in the project came halfway through 
the panel work, which was taking too long to get done in the 
backyard, so the car was dropped off at Pro Craft in Takanini, 
where Geoff Derek hammered and filed the shell, pulled the 
chassis rails, and stitched on new door skins, as the old doors 
had been bogged smooth to hide some questionable panel 
work. It was around halfway through this process that Podge 

HEART
ENGINE: Mazda 12A, 1200cc, four-port, 
twin-rotor
BLOCK: Bridgeported plates
INTAKE: Polished 48mm Weber IDA, 
chromed alloy low-rise manifold
EXHAUST: 2.25-inch headers, twin 2.25-
inch exhaust, twin AdrenalinR resonators, 
single 2.5-inch pipe to Wolfe truck muffler 
FUEL: Polished alloy fuel cell, braided lines 
throughout 
IGNITION: Bosch igniters, Bosch coils, 
Series 5 crank-angle sensor
COOLING: Real Deal Radiators alloy 

radiator, Real Deal Radiators oil cooler, 
chromed Davies Craig electric water 

pump, -16 braided lines 
EXTRA: New wiring loom, 

remote oil filter, de-loomed 
and shaved engine bay, 

chromed everything
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came to the realization that what he was building was going far 
beyond what a burnout car needed to be, and it was apparent he 
had the opportunity to build something special. All visions of a 
deadline were now erased, and the next five years would see the 
RX-7 become what you now see before you. 

Podge began searching high and low for as many OEM 
(new-old-stock) parts as possible. Any Series 1 parts that 
Mazda still had in the far reaches of its Japan-based warehouse 
were soon on a boat to New Zealand, while anything it didn’t 
have was sourced locally from all those stashes of Mazda 
parts lurking in people’s sheds. The shell was then handed to 
South Suburban Motor Bodies, which undertook one last going 
over of the body before laying on that show-quality deep red gloss. 
The colour was very nearly going to be yellow but, at the eleventh 
hour, seeing seven factory yellow S1s on Trade Me prompted the 
change to the custom PPG red. “It’s a 37-year-old car that will now 
last at least another 37 years. We didn’t take any shortcuts and did 
everything right the first time,” Podge said. It’s a philosophy that 

was adhered to throughout the build — nothing rushed, nothing 
half-arsed, and no set deadlines. 

For Podge, it’s been as much about the process of building the 
car as it’s been about the finished product — in fact, probably more 
so: “It’s the beers, the pizzas, those late nights in the shed till 10, 11, 
midnight, and the boys still in there working away. Without them, 
especially Stevie, it just would have never got to this stage; learning 
off — and pushing — each other to take our builds to that next level.” 
This is evident when you look at the crowning glory of this build, the 
engine bay. If you count the number of holes in the bay, you will have 
fingers spare on a single hand. But while the bay itself is flawless, it’s 
the time and effort that has gone into detailing the engine hardware 
that has made all the difference. A cocktail of chrome, polish, and 
black was painstakingly put together — we are not just talking about 
a quick lick with some Autosol or a rattle can here; we are talking 
about each and every component being stripped bare and detailed. 
For the most part, these were new components, but when that was 
not possible, a full rebuild was carried out. 

To get the RX-7 low and also retain enough travel, the rear suspension mounts 
were raised in the body, with custom-length Bilstein coilovers in place

chromed seat  
rails and door  

latches — not a  
single detail  

has been left  
out of the interior 

1979 MAZDA RX-7 SERIES 1 (SA22C)

INTERIOR
SEATS: (F) Racepro custom 
upholstered in tan leather, 
Sparco four-point harnesses
STEERING WHEEL: Sparco 
INSTRUMENTATION: 
Auto Meter tacho, speedo, 
oil-pressure, water-temp, and 
fuel-level gauges
EXTRA: Six-point roll cage, 
custom dash and centre console, 
Sparco floor plates, Sparco door 
pulls, Sparco pedals, Sparco 
handbrake cover 

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Custom 
PPG red sprayed 
by South Suburban 
Motor Bodies 
ENHANCEMENTS: 
Panel work by 
Pro Craft and 
South Suburban 
Motor Bodies 

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Mazda RX-7 

Series 3 five-speed 
CLUTCH: Four-puk 

FLYWHEEL: Ten pound 
DIFF: Mazda RX-7 Series 2 



We hope you’re now getting a sense of where those six years 
went; this is effectively a brand-new Series 1 RX-7. 

At the heart of all this is a 12A bridgeport with 48mm IDA, 
the last and only remaining pieces of the vehicle that the RX-7 is 
serving as redemption for, Podge’s old show-winning B1600, 
which he wrote off in 2010. By staying on the 12A route, the original 
driveline the RX-7 came with, the car has remained true to its 
roots, just how Podge intended it to: “I wanted it to still feel like an 
RX-7, with the 12A etc., but hot rodded.” The pure simplicity of a 
carburetted 12A allows so much room in the engine bay that Podge 

can stand in there to polish the motor. So, while it’s not making 
headliner power figures, it doesn’t need to; if you have ever driven 
an S1 RX-7, you’ll know they are fast in factory trim — it is, after all, 
a race car, with that sleek long bonnet and the swooping lines that 
made ’70s Japanese sports cars so damn great. 

The dance between show car and race car is complemented 
by the re-covered Racepro seats, a swag of Auto Meter and Sparco 
items, and the full cage the shell originally came with. A local auto 
trimmer handled the full re-trim in tan leather, with Podge getting 
the iconic PAC logo embossed in the doors and seats — it’s a bit of 

to keep the engine bay as uncluttered and 
clean as possible, the electric fans have been 
mounted in front of the radiator and the rear 
covered by a custom Mazda shroud. A chromed 

Davies Craig electric water pump and braided 
lines continue the clean cooling set-up

SUPPORT
STRUTS: (F) Mazda 323 
uprights, RX-7 Series 3 inserts, 
Dobi springs, Toyshop camber 
plates; (R) Bilstein coilovers 
BRAKES: Braided lines; (F) 
Mazda RX-7 Series 6 calipers, 
Znoelli drilled and slotted rotors, 
race pads; (R) Mazda RX-7 
Series 2 calipers and rotors 
EXTRA: Nolathane bushes 
throughout 

PODGE HAS PICKED UP BEST  
RX-7 SERIES 1-5 TWO YEARS RUNNING  

AT THE V 4&ROTARY NATIONALS AND THIS  
YEAR HE ALSO TOOK HOME BEST MODIFIED INTERIOR 
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a homage to the trans-Tasman brotherhood that the rotary community 
feels, one Podge has been a good advocate for, schooling more than 
one Aussie RX-7 owner on how to get their S1 as low as his while still 
retaining suspension travel. This was one area that took a little trial and 
error to get right, but Podge is confident about the current set-up, with 
its raised rear strut towers  — and yes, the whole package will be certed 
at this height. 

It’s been a long road to get to this point, but it’s not one that 
Podge would change. He just hopes that it inspires and pushes the next 
generation to undertake more high-quality builds like the ones he and 
the rest of his mates have produced. 

Meanwhile, he told us, “I want to enjoy it as much as I want to show 
it off for other people to enjoy. Part of it is showing the appreciation 
about the journey. Yeah, it’s my car, and I have spent a lot of money, but 
there are mates [who] … have given up their time; it’s the appreciation 
of the effort they have put into it. It’s those guys [who] … push you to 
actually build cars like this. You have a few beers and start bouncing 
ideas off each other: what’s next, what else can we do, what’s next level, 
and how do we push boundaries?”

It’s this sort of thinking that got the scene to where it is today — 
pushing hard to take things to the next level. So the real question is, who 
is ready to step up to the plate and take on Podge? Is it you? 

When it came to 
wheel options, 

Podge had to keep 
it old school, 

rocking 17x7-inch 
ROH ZSs, while, 

back in the shed, 
he has a few other 
old-school options 

waiting, so he can 
change it up when 

he feels like it 

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Podge Reid
AGE: 29
LOCATION: South Auckland 
OCCUPATION: Self-employed 
BUILD TIME: Six years
LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Six years

THANKS: Thanks to all my family and friends who have supported 
me throughout the build. Special thanks to my partner Samara, 

Steve Ellicott (‘L0R0TA’), Jared Rule (‘LOKDUP’), AJ 
Richards (‘REEPA’), Re-Jaun Kuris (‘HOEWGN’), 

Jason Treloar (‘MR12A’), Ryan Johnson (‘INSANE’), 
Mazin (‘L00SE’) at M&M Racing, Rolfe (‘RX4SDN’), 
Aaron Walden (‘UZNGAS’), Brock McCarthy, 
Brendan Copeland (‘NOCAMS’), Zac Wilkinson, 

Brent Crooks (‘SKDKNG’), Shyam Patel 
(‘BOSDOG’), Troy Pitman, Charlie Stanaway 
(‘DVSRX’), Driveshaft Specialists, Duncan 
Waters (‘MAYHM’), Dean Habib, Ryan 
Smith (‘BUZDBY’), Scott Walden, my 
previous girlfriends, Frank and Tony at 
South Suburban Motor Bodies, Steve 
at GSS Performance, Bob at Otahuhu 
Chrome Platers, Barry White Walls, 
Ted and Hayley at Insite Insurance, 

Oliver Spole, Rav Kumar, Rich Burnett, 
Toby at BOP Polishers, Pat at 

South Auckland Upholsterers, 
Steve at Stitching Steve, 

Dennis Hall at E2 Glass, 
and Tony at Toyshop 

SHOES
WHEELS: 17x7-inch ROH ZS 

TYRES: 185/35R17 Nankang NS2 

1979 MAZDA RX-7 SERIES 1 (SA22C)



SAE Grades: 
0w20, 5w30, 5w40, 5w50, 10w30, 10w40, 20w50, 

SAE 40, SAE 50 
100% SYNTHETIC GEAR OIL

Premium Racing Oil
Mineral & Synthetic

MPZ
Friction Reducer

Made in  
USA

Phone for wholesale / trade enquiries
Address: 381 - 385 Dominion Rd, Mt Eden, Auckland.

Phone: (09) 638 6439 Fax: (09) 638 0736 Email: parts@segedins.com

“like” us on



30  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

WORDS: JADEN MARTIN PHOTOS: ADAM CROY1989 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MKII GTI

CLEANER THAN A FRESH LAYER OF POWDER ON THE 
GERMAN HILLS, THIS GOLF MKII IS BRINGING THE EURO 

CAR SCENE STRAIGHT TO NEW ZEALAND
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Sporting a paint job that Snow White would be jealous of, Omar kept the colour code 
within the German family, selecting VW Alpine Weiss to coat the car inside and out

Running a Bosch 
Digifant II ECU 
equipped with 
a chip from 
UK-based tuning 
specialist AMD, 
the set-up 
unlocks a bit of 
extra kick out 
of the 1.8-litre 
powerhouse

SUPPORT
STRUTS: FK Highsport coilovers
BRAKES: (F) Factory calipers, vented-
rotors; (R) MkIV GTI alloy calipers, 
factory-rotors

SHOES
WHEELS: (F) 16x7.5-inch (+14) BBS 

RS180, (R) 16x8.5-inch (+14) BBS RS247
TYRES: (F) 165/45R16 Toyo Proxes, (R) 

195/40R16 Toyo Proxes EXTERIOR
PAINT: Full body respray in VW 
Alpine Weiss (L09E)
ENHANCEMENTS: Refurbished 
factory side trim; late-model GTi tail 
lights; new front bumper, front lights, 
and bumper indicators

or many, many years, there’s been a 
thriving car scene that spans a continent 
16-times the size of New Zealand, yet it 
has never properly reached our shores. 
But, it only takes one look at the boys and 
girls operating in Europe to see that there 
is much more to car modifying than the 
glorification of all things Japanese that we 

seem to do. So, maybe your sister’s Peugeot 406 goes pretty 
hard for what it is, and your bro down the road might have a 
donked-out BMW E30, but what none of us were prepared for 
was Omar Shahab’s absolutely stunning 1989 Volkswagen Golf 
MkII GTI, which, arguably, possesses one of the tidiest still-
functional engine bays in the country.

Hailing from England, Omar has only ever owned Volkswagen 
Golfs and, unlike many young New Zealanders, didn’t get his first 
car until his 23rd birthday. In the Queen’s homeland, the Golf is 
what the Toyota Corolla or Starlet is to us, and they can be found 
on nearly every corner across the country — which is fairly handy 
when you consider that, according to Omar, the only car that has 
ever really tickled his fancy is the VW Golf GTI. So much so that, 

when he moved here nine years ago, he shipped his VW Golf VR6 
MkIII over with him, and it still resides in his garage next to the one 
we’re focussing on here. “[The Golf is] a non-pretentious, classy 
and subtle hot hatch, beginning with the iconic and very first GTI, 
the MkI. Starting at an early age, I watched them go past on my 
way to school, back home,” Omar said.

It should come as no surprise, then, that the decision to buy 
this MkII — originally built in Germany, before it headed to Tokyo, 
then imported here in 1997 — was an easy one. It was found 
through a friend who had more Golfs sitting in the driveway than 
he knew what to do with, so Omar took it off his hands over seven 
years ago. He had ideas of using it as a daily-driver, but the all-
too-familiar story played out, one thing leading to another: small 
repairs and tidy-ups turned into modifications, until the point at 
which it was given a healthy serving of low with a dash of custom-
widened steelies measuring 14x8-inch (+0), to be exact.

Now, this is where we fast forward a few years, to one dark 
wet Sunday morning that saw a group of joyriders relieve Omar 
of his now prized possession. All that was left was the shattered 
remains of a passenger window scattered on the ground. “I was so 
disheartened; that very moment, seeing it wasn’t there anymore, 

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Volkswagen 020 five-speed, new bushes and shift-linkage rods

CLUTCH: Sachs Sports
FLYWHEEL: Lightened

DIFF: Factory, 100mm GTI driveshafts

1989 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MKII GTI

INTERIOR
SEATS: (F) Reupholstered MkIII VR6/
GTI Recaro, (R) MkIII split-fold bench
STEERING WHEEL: Momo Team 300
INSTRUMENTATION: Factory gauge 
cluster, modified LEDs
EXTRA: Hand-stitched re-trim in GTI 
tartan, limited-edition Blue G60 MkII 
Golf bolsters, Lupo GTI gear knob
AUDIO: Alpine head unit, Alpine 
amplifier, Sony 10-inch subwoofer, 
Clarion door speakers



Clean enough to 
eat your dinner 
off, the engine bay 
was ground back 
to bare metal then 
shaved and painted 
to perfection, 
resulting in one of 
the best examples 
in New Zealand

ENGINE: Volkswagen PB, 1800cc, four-cylinder
BLOCK: Lightened and polished crank, new main and big 
end bearings, new piston rings
HEAD: Schrick 272-degree camshaft, valve guides, stem 
seals, re-faced valves, heavy-duty valve springs, hydraulic 
lifters, adjustable cam pulley, Meyle tensioner, new head 
bolts, seals, and gaskets
INTAKE: Modified, de-cluttered, and polished G60 intake 
manifold, modified factory throttle body, shortened intake 
boot, Bosch AFM, BMC pod filter
EXHAUST: Stainless four-into-one headers, 2.25-inch 
custom exhaust, Cobra free-flow silencer, turn-up tip
FUEL: Refurbished factory fuel pump
IGNITION: Bosch ignition leads, NGK Iridium F6-4 WGR7DQI 

spark plugs, polished distributor, modified BMW E36 battery 
loom, boot-mounted Odyssey PC680 dry cell
ECU: Bosch Digifant II, AMD UK chip
COOLING: MkI Golf top-fill radiator, hidden slimline 
356mm fan, VW water pump, 71-degree race thermostat, 
modified chromed factory water pipe, polished oil cooler, 
new temp sender, radiator temp sensor, heater core, 
coolant hoses, coolant flanges, seals, and hose clamps
EXTRA: Shaved and de-loomed engine bay, polished 
mounts, heat shields, bolts, pulleys, alternator, oil cooler, 
brake lines, fuel-pressure regulator, idle stabilizer valves, 
and rocker cover; boot-mounted windscreen-washer 
bottle, modified power-steering lines, hidden power-
steering reservoir, chrome-plated pulleys

I realized how much this car really meant to me,” Omar revealed. 
“The next morning, I got a Facebook message saying that it had 
been spotted in Sandringham, and the guy had managed to corner 
them.” The perps legged it. Thankfully, fingerprints left in the car 
led back to the thief, a 15-year-old kid who appeared to be sorely 
disappointed by the fact he’d been caught — and especially by 
his less-than-speedy getaway with the MkII’s untouched engine.

After a lengthy battle with the insurance company, which 
insisted on writing the car off due to its age — even though the 
damage only extended to a passenger window, kerbed wheels, 
and a smashed ignition barrel — the real fun began. Not happy that 
some punk had violated his car, Omar set about stripping it back 
to a bare shell. Now, to say this was a restoration wouldn’t do it 
justice; most resto’ jobs use a combination of tatty old bits and the 
occasional reproduction part, but Omar opted to use brand-new 
OEM components wherever possible. When something couldn’t 

be sourced, the original part was completely refurbished. The 
car has been completed so well that even the local Euro purists 
couldn’t tell the difference between old and new. Not to mention 
that there is a year-and-a-half’s worth of work in the engine bay 
alone, as it’s been fully welded, tucked, and shaved in his garage, 
to hide every nook and cranny the eye would otherwise see. If you 
can find something that remotely resembles an open hole, you are 
hallucinating. The loom has been tucked under the guard, while 
the fuel lines, throttle cable, clutch cable, and any other form of line 
was rerouted out of view and finished off with a hearty lick of VW 
L90E Alpine Weiss (white). “I was adamant to do this part of the 
project all in house — this was my work — only outsourcing a few 
areas like custom bracket fabrications,” Omar said.

Housed within that pearly white canvas there’s the factory 
Volkswagen PB 1.8-litre engine, which was torn down and 
rebuilt with an array of new components, including the addition 

HEART
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of one angry Schrick 272-degree camshaft to produce a pitch-
perfect lumpy exhaust note straight out of the 2.25-inch custom 
exhaust system — a note that had more than one group of people 
scrambling over their decks for a look during our shoot. 

An avid fan of hot rods, Omar took note of their highly polished 
engine components and the show-class effect it has when the 
bonnet is popped. As a result, anything which could be attacked 
with a polisher was given the super-shine treatment. Those parts 
that couldn’t benefit were replaced with custom-made equivalents. 

The modified G60 intake manifold reverses the intake pipe 
direction and was fitted with a polished Bosch airflow meter (AFM) 
and stainless support bar running down to the factory five-speed 
gearbox — which, along with the block, was colour matched in 
Alpine Weiss. The subtle MkI Golf top-fill radiator keeps temperatures 
down while perched behind the grille with its hidden piping.

Unfortunately, the bonnet tends to hide the aforementioned 
details, and no one blames Omar for taking every opportunity 
possible to remove it, but the engine bay is not the only star of the 
show. You can’t help but let your eyes be drawn to the immaculately 
restored BBS RS wheels. Widened to suit the extended arch 
specifications, measuring 16x7.5-inches (+14) in the front, and 
16x8.5-inches (+14) at the rear, and shod in custom-order Toyo 
Proxes from Japan, they complement the ’80s Euro-box lines while 
maintaining the period correctness.

This attention to period becomes only more evident upon 
opening the door to find MkIII VR6 Recaros installed, fully 
reupholstered in classic GTI tartan centre and limited-edition G60 
blue bolster materials, with a matching bifold rear bench seat. 
The combination makes the interior look (and smell) fresh from 
the factory, especially coupled with the refurbished dashboard 
that houses every piece of plastic trim down to the last clip — a 
testament to the lengths Omar was willing to go to in order to 
bring this beauty up to scratch.

It’s hard to disagree with the theory that where there are sweet 
wheels, it never hurts to add a dash of low to finish it off. The car 
now sits pretty damn low to the ground, thanks to the FK Highsport 
coilover kit and a big 16V GTI front lip, and the car’s presence is 
strongly felt, whether you’re seeing it in front of you or in the rear-
view mirror.

“This has been a true blood, sweat, and tears project, to the 
point of enduring permanent scars … those midnight garage-
session memories will be with me forever, especially the citronella 
candles around us and the car, making it look to anyone outside 
our garage like some mantra to Buddha going on,” he told us, 
laughing.

Complete for the most part now, the build spanned roughly 
four years after the theft and recovery — but Omar admitted to us 
he has already been eyeing up a MkI from down the line …

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Omar Shahab

AGE: 37
LOCATION: Auckland

OCCUPATION: Lighting designer
BUILD TIME: Seven years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 7.5 years

THANKS: First and foremost, my amazingly patient and thoughtful wife, Anna; my two inspiring 
girls, Maia and Zara; my good mate Paul Tucker — who has been a huge help from those very 
early days when I started tweaking this car; Chris Bedall; Minh Ly, my neighbour and all-round 
top fella; Rodney Brittain for his awesome fabrication skills; Tristan Zalami; Arno Grundling; 
Mateja Matik, you crazy Serb; Zach Lewis; Alex Weir; Phil Goodacre; John Kanters at West Worx; 
Taryn at Tyretech; John P; Alan ex Platinum VW; Uncle Memo; Minal at Mink Design; Issy at 
Central Motors and Racing Innovations; Ken the electroplater; Jack the polisher; Daryl the flocker; 

Chris Sparg; Noel Brandellero; Luke Kain; Sam Cooney; Ashy; Brook James; Car Colours for its 
paint supplies knowledge and quality assistance; Westie Chris at Woolf Mufflers; John, Simon A, 
and Simon P at EMD/Giltrap parts department; Andrew and Tom at Qualitat parts department; 
Venom UK; Techtonics Tuning US; VW Heritage UK; View Panel and Paint; Glendene Engine 
Reconditioners; Bob at New Lynn Balancing Specialities; and, last but not least, my late father, 
who passed the fuel onto me, back then not knowing how far I’d take it, I guess — I stop and 
think sometimes that he’d be proud to see where I[’ve] got to today — thank you, Dad

A fan of genuine 
wheels, Omar has 

another set of 
BBS RSs in 17-inch 

sitting in the 
garage waiting to 

be rebuilt and used 
as optional spares

1989 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MKII GTI
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efore the term ‘stance’ became popular and 
before many of us had even taken our first 
steps as a baby, groups of teen delinquents 
were tearing up the streets of Japan, 
pushing the boundaries of both motorcycle 
and car customization to the extreme. 
Models that were cheap back then but are 
now much more desirable — such as Nissan 

Hakosuka and Kenmeri Skylines; Fairlady Zs; and early model 
Toyota Soarers, Mark IIs, and Celicas — were hugely popular 
among this crowd. The more air horns, crushed velvet trim, and 
glitter, the better! 

This scene has always been fascinating. It’s wild; it’s 
ludicrous; and, even though its glory days in the ’70s and ’80s 
have now faded away, the people haven’t. Some of them are still 
around, and they’re still getting up to a few of their old tricks …

Last month, we had the unique opportunity to get a close-up 
look at some of Japan’s craziest nostalgic cars and motorbikes at 
an event known as the ‘Cannonball Festival’. Held in Nagara, Chiba 
(west of Tokyo), the Cannonball is a Japanese rock ’n’ roll festival 
that also sees a huge turnout of modified Japanese machinery. It’s 
divided into two parts, with the Nagara event being the second, 
following a festival that took place in Hiroshima back in March.

We waited for almost three hours in a horrendous line of 

EVENT CANNONBALL FESTIVAL

WELCOME TO 
BOSOZOKU 

PARADISE

This style was inspired by the Super Silhouette racers from the Fuji Grand Championship Series 
garuchan or n grachan



traffic queuing to get into the venue, then, before we even opened 
the car doors, our ears were assaulted by the deafening sound of 
hundreds of engines being bounced off their limiters and rock ’n’ 
roll music being sung in Japanese could be heard vaguely amid 
all that revving. It was absolute madness! 

Thousands of motorbikes, some with crazy-long exhaust 
pipes, oversized fairings, and tall extended seats were parked 
in one area, while another side of the parking lot was packed 
full of cool old cars, none of which could be classified as lightly 
modified. There was everything from crazy-wide bolt-on over-
fenders to complete ‘I can barely even recognize what this car is 

anymore’–type transformations, and you could easily spend days 
poring over all the wacky details of some of these builds.

Inside the venue was a stage with live music and a number 
of even more interesting cars and motorcycles on display. Girls 
were dancing, guys were sporting some amazing rockabilly-
style pompadour hairdos, and there were a few shady-looking 
characters hanging around. You certainly wouldn’t want to piss 
off the wrong person, but the general atmosphere of the event 
was friendly, and there were plenty of children there.

Were some of these guys (and girls) once members of 
notorious Japanese bike gangs? Bosozoku culture peaked in the 

Bike gangs, known as 
bosozoku, rode around 

zokusha

Hakosuka 

01
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04

Many of these cars have
been owned by the same 

people since they were 
young and have been

through countless different 
transformations, including
crazy paint schemes, boxy

widebody kits, and even
large front spoilers, some 

extending up to a metre
from the front bumper!
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early ’80s, with many teams hailing from the Chiba area, where this 
event that we were at was being held. There’s no doubt that some of 
these people got up to some dodgy stuff when they were younger, 
but, considering members would leave the gangs before the age of 
20, now they’re just groups of old friends with families who enjoy 
hanging out together and keeping this unique style alive. 

Although this scene is nowhere near as big (or dangerous!) as 
it once was, we find it fascinating that so many old friends from all 
over Japan still unite for huge meetings like this. The average person 
there would’ve been in their mid 40s! This history of hooning and 
hard-core customization has definitely helped shape modern street 
car culture, not only in Japan but also all around the world. 

The word kyusha 
in Japanese 

its natural body shape
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There were plenty of Mazda CD Cosmos 
in attendance, all of them sporting crazy 

colour schemes and gigantic over-fenders

original owner was one of the elders in an 
infamous bike gang, but he passed away not 

of the garuchan style movement

loudest car there. The highly strung 
rotary could be heard brap-brap-

brapping from miles away
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There was no shortage 
of Kenmeri Skylines, 

this being just one of many 
beautiful examples

This four-door C110 
Skyline had a long-nose 

bonnet conversion, sparkly 
magenta paint, and very rare 
Hayashi Yayoi wheels. The 
owner had also driven for 
11 hours, all the way from 
Shikoku, for the event

L6-powered Nissans 
— Zs, Skylines, 

Glorias, and Laurels — 

here, and outnumber their 
Toyota and Mazda rivals by 
at least three to one

Tribute liveries like this 
are common, as it was 

the touring cars and their 
drivers that were the idols 
of the era

unheard of outside 
of Japan, the longer, more 
elegant Fairlady ZG front 

popularity here
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e all remember that scene in the original 
The Fast and the Furious when Brian 
(may he rest in peace), rocks into 
The Racers Edge and demands that two of 
the biggest NOS bottles be installed in his 
sweet Mitsubishi Eclipse by that evening 
— then, later that night, his manifold 
pressure is so high that it somehow blows 

the passenger floor panel out. Well, we are here to let you know 
that this will 100-per-cent never happen to you if you decide to 
go down the nitrous-oxide route. But bad things can happen if 
you don’t treat the stuff like any other power addition. Think of 
nitrous like a chemical boost, a facilitator that does exactly the 
same as a turbo or supercharger, by forcing more air into the 
combustion chamber, allowing your engine to use more fuel to 
create a bigger bang and thus more energy (power). 

The use of nitrous oxide as a power additive can be traced 
all the way back to World War II, when our allies used it in their 
higher-altitude planes, at the time before jet engines. However, 
it wasn’t until the 1970s that it became a popular automotive 
performance product, thanks to the formation of the company 
Nitrous Oxide Systems, or ‘NOS’ for short. You’re probably more 
likely to hear the liquid gas referred to as ‘NOS’, a clear indicator 
that these guys put the product on the map for us car-loving folk. 

Here in New Zealand, it’s been a popular drag-racing additive 
for just as long, but a recent rule rework by MotorSport New Zealand 
(MSNZ) now allows its use in circuit racing and drifting for the first 
time, provided the series regs allow for it. This is something that 
D1NZ has gone for, and it’s aimed at the likes of four-cylinder 
engines looking to kick it with the big guns. 

So, what exactly is ‘nitrous oxide’, and how the hell does this 
magic bottle make so much power? 

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT RUNNING SOME NITROUS OXIDE ON 
YOUR ENGINE? WE RUN DOWN THE FUNDAMENTAL BASICS 
SO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU’RE DEALING WITH



There are two types of systems to feed nitrous 
into your engine, dry and wet, with wet involved in 
both plate and direct port–style systems. Which 
type to use depends on exactly what your desired 
power output and application are. The dry system 
is the simplest, as it only adds nitrous, relying on the 
factory fuel system to supply the extra fuel needed. 
Basically, when the nitrous is added, the factory 
oxygen sensor picks up the increased oxygen 
content and adds more fuel to match. The limitations 
with such a kit are that your injectors and fuel system 
will probably need upgrading to accommodate the 
extra strain, and you 
must have electronic 
fuel injection (EFI). The 
dry system is typically 
used on smaller power 
systems using under 
112kW (150hp) shots. 

The more common 
set-up is a wet system. 
With this, the nitrous is 
either delivered via a plate 
system or fed directly into 
each port. It adds both 
the nitrous and the extra 

fuel it needs, so your existing fuel system remains 
separate and does not need to be upgraded, even if 
you’re adding a big shot of the giggle gas. The plate 
style is the easier of the two in terms of installation, as 
you simply bolt the plate in between the throttle body 
or carb and the manifold. The plate houses both the 
nitrous and extra fuel jets/injectors. The direct-port 
style sees the nitrous and fuel jets/injectors mounted 
directly on each port runner of the manifold. On the 
likes of in-line four- and six-cylinder engines, this 
ensures an even amount of nitrous is supplied to 
each combustion chamber. 

HOW IT WORKS 
Nitrous oxide is a strongly bonded three-atom molecule 
consisting of two parts nitrogen and one part oxygen. 
The nitrogen atoms help to reduce detonation and 
control the burn of the combustion mix inside the 
chamber. It’s the oxygen that is the real power additive 
here, though, due to its weight percentage in the 
mix compared with the normal atmospheric air your 
engine usually breathes — 36 per cent oxygen versus 
23.6 per cent, which means that you end up with much 
more air in the combustion chamber to fuel the fire. 
Stored in a liquid state between 900psi and 950psi, it 
changes state from a liquid to a gas when released into 
the intake manifold. During this process, its temperature 
drops to –88°C, absorbing massive amounts of heat 
from the intake charge and thus allowing increased 
oxygen content. 

As a bonded molecule, nitrous oxide will not burn; 
the atoms need to be split first. This happens inside the 
combustion chamber at just over 300°C. Once parted, 
the two gasses go about their work. But both nitrogen 
and oxygen are inert gasses, so adding all that extra 
oxygen is pointless unless you add more combustible 
fuel to feed off it. So, while many people incorrectly 
assume the extra power comes from the gas exploding, 
this is not the case; it simply injects a ton more air into 
the chamber, just as a turbo or supercharger would. Stephen Dean has run a 90kW (120hp) wet system in his N/A 13B Cortina [GASGAS] for many years with great success

 

TYPES OF NITROUS SYSTEM



WILL IT BLOW UP MY ENGINE? 
As with any boosted engine, the pressure and heat inside the combustion 
chamber will increase with nitrous oxide. If you’re running a small amount of 
nitrous, this will be OK (most companies recommend around 45kW [60hp] 
max for four-cylinder and 75kW [100hp] max for six-cylinder). But, if you plan 
to introduce more than that, you will need forged pistons and different piston-
ring clearances. Go over a 186kW (250hp) shot, and you’ll have to add forged 
rods and a forged crank to the list. Basically, nitrous should be treated just like 
a turbo or supercharger — you wouldn’t go sticking 30psi into a stock block, 
so the same applies here. 

HOW ARE THE FLOW AND 
TIMING CONTROLLED? 
Nitrous does not flow continuously while the engine is running; if it did, 
your supply (generally from a single or perhaps twin bottles) would run out 
really fast. It is usually used only at wide-open throttle but can be controlled 
a few different ways. Speed, rpm, boost, and gear selection are all typical 
ways used to signal the solenoid to get the party started. However, the 
simplest method is manual control, as in that famous scene we spoke 
of earlier, via a button typically mounted on the steering wheel. Just how 
much nitrous and extra fuel get added (with a wet system) is dictated by 
the predetermined jets inside the injector/nozzle. It is recommended that 
any system supplying a shot over 112kW be delivered in stages. Nothing 
good will come from you throwing an extra 300kW at the wheels instantly, 
unless you plan to break something, with the best-case scenario being 
traction that you break, but more likely, engine or driveline components. 

Nitrous-oxide systems can be LVV certified for use in road cars 
provided that some fairly basic technical requirements are met. 
Among these requirements are that hoses need to be routed outside 
the occupant cell and there needs to be a fail-safe arming switch to 
prevent unintentional activation. In addition, the bottle must be of 
an approved type; have a current test mark; be securely mounted, 
sealed, and vented to the outside of the vehicle if mounted in the 
occupant cell; and have a pressure safety blow-off valve.

The full technical requirements for nitrous-oxide systems 
can be downloaded for free from LVVTA website (lvvta.org.nz; see 
LVV Standard 85-40(00) [Engine and Drive-Train Conversions]), or 
found in section 9.7 of the Engine and Drive-Train chapter of the 
NZ Hobby Car Technical Manual.

WHAT THE LVVTA SAYS 
ABOUT THE USE OF 
NITROUS IN A STREET CAR

These are the nozzles that mix the 
nitrous and extra fuel. The kits 

come with a selection of jet sizes 
and a predetermined ratio chart

AGE-OLD  
PROBLEM 
If you are purchasing a second-
hand kit, be sure to check the 
manufacturing date stamped on 
the top of the bottle. Bottles only 
have a 10-year life span.
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WORDS AND PHOTOS: RICHARD OPIE1996 NISSAN SILVIA (S14)

Make Mine a



f you’re reading this, it’s a pretty reasonable 
assumption for us to make that you consider 
yourself something of a connoisseur of 
all things automotive — or, to put it more 
concisely, you’re a car enthusiast, a boy 
racer, or as our Australian cousins tend to 
put it, a hoon. Regardless of label, stripped to 
the core, we all subscribe to the same basic 

infatuation — a passion for four-wheeled octane-burning money 
sponges. But the journey that culminates in the dedication to the 
thrill of mashing the right foot to the floor varies. Some see the light 
as they enter their formative young-adult years, enthralled by the 
promise of freedom and social mobility, while some — like Manawatu 
native Jaron Olivecrona — hail from a background rich in all things 
automotive.

See, for Jaron — owner of this striking slideways S14 Silvia and 
fresh off the back of his first full-season Demon Energy D1NZ Pro 
campaign — cars have always featured prominently in his life. The 
Olivecrona surname is near synonymous with motorsports in the 
Manawatu region, thanks to a solid history beginning with Jaron’s 
great-great-grandfather, Jack Nash, famed in the region for his antics 
at the helm of a Studebaker throughout the circuit scene of the 1950s. 
The motorsport gene was passed through the generations to Jaron’s 
father, Kester Olivecrona, who, as well as crewing for the late Brian 
Green’s Group B Quattro, in the mid 1980s, went on to build and 
campaign a rapid FD3S RX-7 in GT Racing New Zealand (GTRNZ).

As Jaron grew up amid such a flurry of motorsport activity, not 
to mention an immersion in a selection of quality high-performance 
road cars throughout his childhood, an interest in motorsport was 
always inevitable — if not absolutely compulsory! At 12, Jaron was 
ripping around Manfeild at the wheel of an ex–Shell Sport Toyota 
Starlet, with the aim of keeping things stuck to the tarmac in search 
of the quickest line from apex to apex. Around this time, Kiwi drifting 
began to be popular, and, with D1NZ in its infancy attracting huge 
crowds, Jaron soon aspired towards the speed, angle, and plumes 
of smoke that drifting promised.

The S14 build started around six years ago. Jaron and his father 
initially acquired the car — as is the case with many fresh race-car 
builds — as a derelict road vehicle. However, this wasn’t to be a case 
of a street car eventually morphing into a full-blown drift car; from 
the outset, the the intention with the S14 was always to construct a 
chassis dedicated to the pursuit of being flung sideways. While the 
S14 was conceived with this single focus in mind, to say the Silvia 
has been exempt from development would be highly inaccurate. 

Take the engine set-up, for example. Early in its development, 
the Silvia saw the substitution of Nissan’s halo motor, the venerable 
RB26DETT for its original, non-functional SR20, and, over the years, 
Jaron, Kester, and the team perfected the 2.6-litre straight-six to 
perfectly cater to their drift needs.

It’s unusual to see an RB running at D1NZ Pro level that doesn’t 
displace three litres or even more — but the Olivecrona Drift Motorsport 
crew has elected to retain the 2.6-litre bottom end, albeit well stocked 
with an arsenal of heavy-duty upgrades in the form of Eagle forged 
rods and custom-crafted CP high-compression pistons, and with the 
notorious RB26 oiling problems taken care of with a dry-sump set-up 
— the Brennan three-stage pump sending oil from a large Peterson 
oil reservoir perched where the rear seats would have been and then 
throughout the various oil galleries to keep the RB well lubricated 
while it’s banging off the limiter.

In a display 
of ruthless 

efficiency, the 
Silvia’s rear 

boot section has 
been completely 

carved off and 
replaced by a 

tube structure 
supporting the 

fuel system 
and substantial 

rear wing
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Up top, the RB features a heavily worked-over head, 
courtesy of Bryan Hartley at The Head Shop in Palmerston North. 
Bryan’s a bit of a whizz with cylinder heads, and his recent CNC-
porting developments for the RB26 head are no exception, 
with artisan-level workmanship poured into the flowed inlet and 
exhaust ports. Hartley also supplied a pair of billet camshafts, 
while titanium double valve springs maintain control of the valves 
at high revs.

Boost comes courtesy of a large Holset twin-scroll turbo, 
sitting atop one of Sinco’s rock-solid exhaust manifolds and 
pushing compressed air through a modified OEM manifold and 
six GT-R throttle bodies. 

You may have noticed the words ‘high compression’. Jaron’s 
RB runs around 10:1 compression, fuelled by E85, with boost 
levels kept relatively moderate — but the net result is a responsive 
500kW, as well as over 700Nm of torque available from low rpm, 
lending the RB a tractable power curve with the ability to get 
on the throttle at any opportunity and have power available on 
demand. Then there’s that trademark RB26 sound …

Visually, Jaron’s car looks somewhat different to the 
usual S14 offering — and, on closer inspection, you’ll see that 
the Silvia now sports a custom one-piece fibreglass rear clip, a 
development explained through the good-old-fashioned race-
car principle of ‘less is more’. Jaron and Kester reckon a lighter 
car permits quicker acceleration between turns and the ability to 
switch angle faster. A mould of the standard S14 rear was taken, 
then Kester hacked the back of the car off, replacing everything 
from the rear firewall back with a custom tube-frame structure, 
its function purely to accommodate the fuel system and support 
the newly formed rear clip. It’s an elegant and innovative solution, 
more reminiscent of something you’d see on a dedicated circuit 
car — a silhouette, if you will. The deep vents aft of the doors 
encourage airflow through the arches, permitting smoke to 
flow from the tyres in a fashion just as unique as the bodywork 
treatment. Up front, a Supermade-style front bar complements 

1996 NISSAN SILVIA (S14)

Beautiful in its 
functional appearance, 
the forged Hartley-built 
RB26DETT now sports a 
large Holset HRC40RS 
turbo, while retaining 
the 2.6-litre capacity and 
trademark RB26 sound

SUPPORT
STRUTS: Tein Super Drift coilovers, TDP steering 

kit, Parts Shop Max hub carriers, camber 
arms, traction arms, toe arms, and solid-mount 

subframe bushes
BRAKES: (F) R32 GT-R four-pot calipers, (R) dual 
R32 GT-R calipers for separate brake/handbrake



HEART 
ENGINE: Nissan RB26DETT, 2600cc, 
six-cylinder 
BLOCK: RB26DETT block, Eagle forged 
rods, Custom CP high-compression 
pistons, Brennan three-stage dry-sump 
pump, dry-sump pan
HEAD: RB26DETT head, Hartley 
CNC-ports, Hartley billet cams, titanium 
double valve springs, radius-cut valve 
seats, 1mm Cometic head gasket, dry-
sump scavenge oil return from back of 
head, original oil galleries blocked
INTAKE: Modified R32 GT-R six-throttle 
body manifold, port matched to head, 
102mm K&N filter, Fenix Performance 
intercooler 
EXHAUST: 3.5-inch straight-through 
system, Sinco Customs high-mount 
turbo manifold
TURBO: Holset HRC40RS, twin-scroll
WASTEGATE: TiAL
BOV: TiAL
FUEL: Walbro lift pump, Bosch 044 
fuel pump, custom alloy surge tank, 
-10 braided lines, -8 return line, 
Injector Dynamics ID1000 injectors, 
Turbosmart fuel-pressure regulator
IGNITION: Splitfire coils, NGK racing 
spark plugs
ECU: Link G4 
COOLING: Fenix Performance radiator, 
dual 305mm electric fans
EXTRA: Custom motorsport wiring 
loom, Petersen dry-sump oil tank

POWER
500kW/700Nm at the wheels 

SHOES
WHEELS: 18x10.5-inch TBC DK 
TYRES: (F) 265/40R18 Nitto NT01, (R) 265/40R18 HiFly

INTERIOR
SEATS: Racetech

STEERING WHEEL: OMP suede competition
INSTRUMENTATION: R32 GT-R cluster, R32 GT-R auxiliary gauges

Keeping the OEM 
dashboard is key to a 
winning drift car interior 
aesthetic. In the case 
of the Silvia, Jaron has 
seamlessly integrated the 
R32 GT-R cluster to match 
the RB26 beneath the 
carbon bonnet
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1996 NISSAN SILVIA (S14)

the kouki front end, with the usual wide front guards enveloping 
the semi-slick-shod TBC DK 18x10.5-inch wheels.

To keep everything glued to the black top, there is a 
fairly tried-and-true combo. The front-end geometry is kept in 
check with the proven TDP S-body kit, while Tein Super Drift 
coilovers with custom spring rates tailor the S14’s behaviour to 
each track. It’s business as usual inside — a comprehensive roll 
cage ensures occupant safety should things go pear-shaped, 
while a Racetech bucket seat keeps Jaron in close proximity 
to the OMP suede wheel and the shifter for the TTI five-speed 
sequential. The retention of the stock S14 dash is a welcome 
sight, a nod to the street roots of drifting, but, in Jaron’s case, 
nicely integrating an R32 GT-R cluster (10K tacho, anyone?) and 
auxiliary gauges in the console.

His first full-season D1NZ campaign is behind him, 
and Jaron explained it was a challenge at times — the newly 
complete engine set-up causing some strife prior to round 
one, with the car reassembled and back on the dyno at 6am 
on the morning of qualifying. If anything, though, the constant 
exposure to motorsport throughout life has stood him in good 
stead to deal with the teething issues associated with a fresh 
build, trying innovative techniques, and competing at the peak 
of a sport on a national level — which he proved capable of from 
the moment the pedal hit the floor for round one. But, with a 
couple of generations of passion behind them, Jaron and Kester 
have digested the education of that first full season, put their 
heads together, and collectively begun to develop the car for the 
upcoming summer of sliding, with some tweaks and changes 
imminent in order to keep the team competitive. 

With a background of success and that rich family tapestry 
of motorsport, you can bet the Olivecrona Drift Motorsport team 
will be here for the long haul, and with that history of success 
comes the thirst for more. Expect to see the S14 tearing up 
the tracks of Demon Energy D1NZ across 2016–’17 and the 
boys as personable, detailed, and enthusiastic as usual as the 
development of another chapter in the Olivecrona motorsport 
history continues.

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: TTi five-speed sequential
CLUTCH: Custom-specced
FLYWHEEL: Custom lightweight 
DIFF: R32 GT-R, Nismo two-way 
mechanical limited-slip, R33 GT-R axles 
and custom axle spacers

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Gunmetal grey base by Designer Paints, Feilding
ENHANCEMENTS: Custom fibreglass removable one-piece rear clip, custom 
fibreglass side skirts, carbon-fibre bonnet, Supermade-style front bumper, 
carbon rear wing with water-cut alloy stays, Lexan rear quarter windows, 
Lexan rear screen, tube-frame front and rear by Kester Olivecrona

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Jaron Olivecrona

AGE: 24
LOCATION: Feilding

OCCUPATION: Car sales consultant
BUILD TIME: Six years, constantly evolving

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Six years

THANKS: Massive thanks to Mum and Dad [Kester 
and Sandra Olivecrona] for their continuous support, 
Automotive Direct, Feilding Automotive, Brian and Sandra at 
Jones Refrigeration Services, John at Designer Paints, Jason 
at Property and Commercial Insurance Brokers, Adrian at 
Fenix Performance, Elf Lubricants, Andrew at AWS Graphics, 
Brent at KMOP, Carl at Signfusion, Guy at Madmax Photography, 
and, of course, my awesome crew members, who share the 
same passion

The bespoke fibreglass rear clip is a product of Jaron’s dad, Kester, and 
his considerable experience in race-car fabrication. It’s light, easily 
replaceable, and, of course, the deep air vents mean that the S14 puts 
on a great smoke show when the treads are spinning!
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WORDS AND PHOTOS: AARON MAIGROUND ZERO TOYOTA

WE TAKE A WALK BACK INTO TOYOTA’S HISTORY, TO A TIME 
BEFORE IT BECAME THE AUTOMOTIVE GIANT WE KNOW TODAY 

GROUND ZERO 

t isn’t the strongest species that survives; 
it is the one that is most adaptable to 
change, and Sakichi Toyoda and his son, 
Kiichiro Toyoda, were exactly that. The 
founders of our beloved Toyota marque 
didn’t always dabble in the auto industry — 
this story is one of adaptability, and goes 
something along the lines of ‘from cotton 

to cars’. It’s a fascinating tale, so, when the chance to visit the 
very first Toyota premises came up while I was visiting Nagoya, I 
grabbed the opportunity with both hands and set off to see how 
the Toyoda family created one of the most famous automotive 
marques in the world.

The Toyoda Power Loom was released in 1905 and quickly 
gained public attention for producing quality cotton fabric. By 
1925, the business was a major player in the loom industry, with 
full automation capability, and the Toyoda Automatic Loom Works, 
Ltd was formed in 1926. In 1929, the patent to the looms was sold 
to a British company, generating the capital for Kiichiro Toyoda 
to begin automobile development. After taking apart a 1933 
Chevrolet, he blueprinted the car for a prototype engine he had 
been working on and used the disassembled Chevrolet car parts to 
test for strength and rigidity. From this research and development 
was born the Toyota model AA, which sold for a unit price of 
¥3350, or $45 dollars. The name also underwent a change, from 
‘Toyoda’ to ‘Toyota’, as it was easier to pronounce, and to write it 
in the katakana script took eight strokes, a number considered 
lucky by the Japanese. The Toyota Motor Company Ltd launched 
in 1937.
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When I visited the original premises and stood on the original 
production line, it gave me an eerie feeling: as I looked down the 
building, the wooden skeleton produced perfect ‘tunnels’ for 
industrial production lines. You could almost feel the ghosts of the 
first employees running around crafting looms and, later, the first 
automobile prototypes. Nowadays, it is a museum showcasing 
the entire history of Toyota with original, working machines spread 
throughout the complex. Of course, I was more interested in the 
automotive side of things, so I skipped on into the next room. 
Walking through the door, we transitioned from fabric to internal 
combustion, and greeting me was a restored example of an original 
AA chassis. Though I’m more of a sports car fanatic, I felt privileged 
to see the beginnings of the Toyota we all know and love today. I 
guess you could say that this car paved the way for icons such as 
the Hachi-Roku, Celica, and Supra.

The museum has been set up to showcase pristine examples of 
some of the best cars in Toyota’s arsenal. Everything from original bare-
metal chassis to an impressive engine line-up, and even metal presses 
that create engine internals are on display. Watching a 120-tonne forge 
press making miniature connecting rods was impressive, until we were 
told that the full-size ones are done with a 2000-tonne press.

GROUND ZERO TOYOTA



 If you’re a Toyota fanatic, this is one experience you wouldn’t 
want to miss out on. Many of the classic cars are some of the first 
to have ever rolled off the production lines and would easily be the 
most immaculate original examples in existence, since Toyota has 
time-capsuled them.

But perhaps the most impressive thing of all was getting an insight 
into the industrial production lines used by Toyota today. Watching a 
chassis go from multiple panels to a finished, welded product in mere 
minutes, then through the automated paint process, finally to be mated 
up with its engine and drivetrain was a mind-boggling experience. 
Seeing this makes you realize just how a single Toyota production facility 
is capable of producing 463 vehicles per day. 

At the end of the production line was a small image of 
Kiichiro Toyoda, with the simple phrase, “Before you say you can’t 
do something — try it.” 

This family came from poor, humble beginnings and created the 
world’s largest automobile manufacturer, a true rags-to-riches story. 
Visiting Toyota and standing beneath the roof that Toyota’s full-scale 
manufacture began under is a must-do for any true Toyota fan.
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Holley 150GPH HP 
Fuel Pump W/Reg

Holley 110GPH 
Blue Fuel Pump

Holley 100GPH HP 
In-line Fuel Pump

Holley 200 GPH 
Dominator In-Line 
Billet Fuel Pump

Holley 65 GPH HP 
In-line Fuel Pump

Holley 130GPH 
In-Line Dominator 

Fuel Pump

Holley Chrome 
4.5-9psi Fuel 
Pressure Reg

Holley 480PPH 
In-Line Universal 

Electric Fuel Pump

Holley Fuel Pump 
125GPH

NOS Dry System

Carter Electric 
Fuel Pump 

100Gph 8psi

Carter Electric 
Fuel Pump 72Gph 

4-6psi

Carter Electric Fuel 
Pump 100Gph 

15psi

Carter Electric Fuel 
Pump 72GPH 7psi

Carter Electric Fuel 
Pump 100GPH 

6-8psi

Carter Electric 
Fuel Pump 

100GPH 15psi

$227.00 $214.90 $250.23 $197.71 $212.28

$1,505.00 $80.00 $80.00

$244.72 $272.54

NOS Cheater Kit Nitrous System 
V8 Universal

Afterburner 
Bullet Muffler 
18-inch Angled

Afterburner Bullet 
Muffler 18-inch 
Straight 3-inch

Afterburner Steel 
Driveshaft Loop

$62.50
Afterburner 

Bullet Muffler 
36-inch

$85.00
Afterburner Bullet 
Muffler 15”-inch 

Angled

$80.00

HOLLEY FUEL DELIVERY FOR SPEED-SEEKERS

A HUGE RANGE OF GO-FAST GOODIES

$302.50 $456.49 $757.50 $557.00 $556.54

$631.00 $173.00 $198.49 $165.50 $347.50

KEEPING YOU COOL — AT A LOW PRICE

$328.50 $569.50

Holley HP 
Billet Fuel Filter 

100GPH

Holley 175 GPH 
HP Billet Fuel 
Filter 10mic

Holley 175 GPH 
HP Billet Fuel 

Filter 100MC 8AN

Holley 
Dominator Billet 
Fuel Pressure Reg

Holley 175 GPH 
HP Billet Fuel 
Filter 100mic

$198.51
Holley 100 GPH 
HP Billet Fuel 
Filter 40mic

$173.00
Holley HP EFI-

Bypass Billet Fuel 
Pressure Reg

$286.50

$92.51 $125.00 $165.01 $210.00 $260.00

$104.64 $167.40 $251.12 $242.86 $21.71

$65.00 $66.51

Derale Dyno Cool 
14-inch Curved 

Blade Fan

Derale Dyno Cool 
16-inch Curved 

Blade Fan

Derale 10-inch 
Tornado Electric 
Fan (reversible)

Derale Electra 
Fan Mounting Kit

Derale 14-inch 
Tornado Electric 
Fan (reversible

$311.17
Derale High 

Output 2 Speed 
14-inch Electric Fan

$403.77
1-inch Fan Spacer

$28.50

$90.16

$1,369.99 $1,444.99

$103.00
Speedmaster 12-
inch Electric Fan

Derale Dyno Cool 
10-inch Curved 

Blade Fan

Davies Craig 
Digital Thermatic 

Fan Switch

Holley 130GPH 
In-Line Dominator 

Fuel Pump

Davies Craig 14-
inch Electric Fan

Davies Craig 12-
inch Electric Fan

Davies Craig 10-
inch Electric Fan

Speedmaster 16-
inch Electric Fan

Speedmaster 14-
inch Electric Fan

Carter Electric 
Fuel Pump 72Gph 

6-7psi

ThermoTec Turbo 
Insulator

$84.51
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RPC Chrome 
Braided Hose 

Sleeve Kit

RPC Chrome Coil & 
Bracket

RPC Fuel Filter 3/8-
inch Chrome

RPC GM Alloy 
Power Steering 
Pulley Double

RPC Stainless Steel 
Radiator Hose Kits 

48-inch

The best brands at the best  prices,  
and we freight for FREE!

Brake 
Proportioning 

Valve 1/8 Npt Ports

Brake/Clutch 
Pedal 6.25-1

Vacuum Pump 
And Brake Bleeder 

Kit

Brake Spring 
Compressor

Powerbuilt One 
Person Brake 

Bleeder

Brake Cylinder 
Hone 2 Jaw 17-

63mm

Brake Spoon 
175mm

Brake/Clutch 
Racing Redals 5.1-1

Brake/Clutch 
Racing Pedal 6.25-1 

Triple

$211.69 $226.02 $18.64 $14.58 $20.69

$95.67 $11.95 $765.43 $29.45 $26.00

$270.04 $309.40

One Man Brake 
Bleeder

Single & Double 
Brake Flare Tool

Headlight And 
Brake Spring 

Hook

Brake/Fuel Line 
Crimping Pliers

Brake Line 
Crimping Pliers 

4-piece Set

$42.31
Powerbuilt One 
Person Brake 

Bleeder Master Kit

$16.94
Brake Adjusting Tool 

185mm

$26.74

$101.50

RPC PRODUCTS AT OUT-THE-DOOR PRICES

WE’VE GOT YOUR BRAKES SORTED

$110.00 $44.50 $101.50 $10.00 $22.00

$75.00 $17.99 $17.99 $165.50 $70.01

SPECTRE FUEL AND FILTRATION SUPPLIES

$140.00 $122.01

RPC Air Cleaner 
Adapter 5.125-inch 

To 3.0625-inch Neck

RPC Air Cleaner 
Adapter 5.125-inch 
To 2.625-inch Neck

RPC Air Cleaner 
Dominator Base 

14-inch

RPC Chrome 
Firewall Mount 

Gas Pedal

RPC Air Cleaner 
Top 14-inch 

Stainless Steel

$45.00
RPC Air Cleaner 

Flat Base

$33.50
RPC Fuel Pressure 
Gauge 1 1/2-inch

$42.50

Spectre Magna 
Clamps 3/8-inch 

10-pack

Spectre Steel Flex 
3/8-inch Fuel Line 

6-foot

Spectre Steel Flex 
3/8-inch Fuel Line 

10-foot

Spectre Dual Fuel 
Line With Gauge

Spectre Chrome 
Pro-Plumb 3/8-
inch Fuel Filter

Spectre Pro-Plumb 
Fuel Filter 3/8-inch

Spectre Magna 
Clamps 3/8-inch

Spectre Steel Flex 
3/8-inch Fuel Line 

25-foot

Spectre Steel Flex 
3/8-inch Fuel Line 

4-foot

$59.00 $89.99 $92.00 $42.50 $42.50

$50.00

RPC Breather 
Grommet 1-inch

RPC Polished 
Aluminium 

Radiator Cap

RPC Stainless 
Steel Radiator 

Hose Kits 24-inch

RPC Stainless 
Steel Radiator 

Hose Kits 36-inch

$42.50 $96.50 $37.35 $26.49

$202.50 $42.50

Spectre Magna Kool 
Radiator Hose Ends 

90-degrees

Spectre Radiator 
Hose Kit 18-inch

Spectre Breather 
Push-in White

Spectre Chrome 
Air Cleaner 

Assembly 4x2-inch

Spectre Air Cleaner 
Nut Large

$20.00
Spectre Extraflow 
Breather Push-in 

Black

$40.01
Spectre Air Cleaner 

Tray Assembly

$472.70

$17.99

$8.10
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WORDS: MARCUS GIBSON PHOTOS: ARIE STOKES 1992 NISSAN SKYLINE (R32)

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: R32 GT-R five-speed converted 
to RWD 
CLUTCH: Exedy five-puk 
FLYWHEEL: Xtreme 
DIFF: Shimmed factory limited-slip 

How awesome are these Enkei RP01s in 17x9-inch and a very 
aggressive +22 offset? They were picked up for a bargain price and 
completely refurbished by daniel 

AFTER A FEW ROUGH YEARS, DANIEL PATERSON’S R32 IS FINALLY ON 
THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW AND READY TO REALIZE HIS GOALS 



nowledge is something that comes only a 
handful of ways — from teaching, through a 
book (more likely, the internet these days), or 
via the hard yards of trial and error. Trust what 
you want from the net, but there really is no 
substitute for learning the old-fashioned way, 
through trial and error — similar to the way a 
young child might learn what ‘That’s hot, don’t 

touch’, means — and with failures inevitably come lessons. When 
you boil down motorsport, this is one of the core elements. But, 
valuable as those lessons might be, when you are staring into an 
engine bay at bits of alloy and oil sprayed everywhere, seeing the 
silver lining is not always easy. 

For H-town resident Daniel Paterson, the road to running his 
goal of a 10-second pass has been a lesson that has involved more 
than a few destroyed RB blocks. That road began with the purchase 
an RB25DET-powered R32 GTST some four-and-a-half years ago. 
The stock engine had some basic mods in the form of an imitation 
front-facing plenum, a cheap turbo manifold, and a factory turbo. 
With the help of some adjustable suspension, the 283kW package 
saw plenty of action at Meremere, with a best ET of 13.4s. 

It was happy days until, eventually, the RB25 decided enough 
was enough, and a factory rod broke and sent half of itself exiting 
right through the cylinder wall. Needless to say, the engine was 
toast, but Daniel told us it had been on the receiving end of a 
thrashing for a very long time, so its implosion was not unexpected, 
and its demise gave him the chance to build a decent powerhouse. 
Little did he know then that it would be a hard road, with a few cold-
pill lessons thrown in the mix. 

Simple and clean, the 
R32’s interior is all 

street. Racepro seats 
and a bolt-in cage are 

the bare essentials 
for weekend track 

work, either in a 
straight line or at the 

likes of Chrome

INTERIOR
SEATS: Racepro 
STEERING WHEEL: OMP
INSTRUMENTATION: 
Autogauge boost, water-
temp, oil-pressure, and oil-
temp gauges, Go Fast Bits 
(GFB) boost display, 
GReddy turbo timer 
AUDIO: Alpine 6.5-inch 
components, Pioneer 
6x9-inch speakers, Fusion 
head unit 
EXTRA: Custom parcel 
tray, C-pillar brace, Cusco 
bolt-in half cage

EXTERIOR
PAINT: R32 GT-R black by Barry Free at 
Freestyle Autospray 
ENHANCEMENTS: M-Spec bumpers, 
M-Spec side skirts, M-Spec end caps, 
GT-R wing, GT-R grille, GT-R bonnet, 
D-MAX roof spoiler, custom front lip, 
custom bumper support 



At around the same that the first motor went, a mate was selling 
a built RB25 NEO bottom end with forged pistons and crank, Manley 
H-beam rods, a billet oil pump, etc. On went an RB25 head, but, due 
to a suspected loose crank bolt that wore through the keyway on the 
crank, the timing shifted, causing a valve and piston to collide. With 
another rebuild now underway, Daniel’s woes weren’t over yet, and 
the third strike to the gods of speed saw the incorrect piston/valve 
clearance spark a battle royal inside the engine, resulting in six bent 
exhaust valves. 

But, as with the rebuilds before, each time the new engine 
went together, bigger and better parts found their way into the 
combination. Enter engine-build number four, featuring 1mm 
oversized JE pistons, RB26 crank, billet cams from Franklin Cam 
Services, Manley valves, Manley valve springs, and forged bottom-
end components that have proved strong through a few iterations. 

Externally, things have also come a long way, with components 
from the likes of Sinco and Holset. On the dyno, the package 
produced 437kW but was dialled back to 20psi and 418kW for the 
high-boost setting, with a 16psi low-boost setting of 376kW only a 
switch flick away. But there is plenty more in the set-up. “The tuner 
tells me that another fuel pump and E85 would see results well over 
500kW,” Daniel told us, though he is fully aware that that would be a 
fool’s game when running what is essentially a stock driveline under 
a car that sees regular trips to the drag strip: “Both the diff and 
gearbox have been on the way out for some time. So, I have been 
looking at upgrading to a dog-engagement gear set or full dogbox.” 

In the meantime, the driveline will have to endure a little more 
punishment as Daniel pushes towards his current goal of running 
a 10-second quarter-mile pass. At the moment, his PB is a 12.1s, a 
time set without launching hard and on worn 215 circuit-spec semi-
slick tyres. Next season, these tyres will be upgraded to 235s, and 
there is also a set of proper drag slicks awaiting some high-boost 
runs at the V 4&Rotary Nationals, as Daniel told NZPC: “It’s just 
such a well prepped track. I want to run a 10, and then that’s it at 
the drag strip, really. I want to run as many 10s [as possible] until I’m 
kicked off. I’m not too keen on caging it, but, hopefully, I can just 
have a bolt-in side intrusion for the bolt-in half cage, otherwise that 
will be it for the drag-racing side of things.” 

This is, after all, a street car, and one that Daniel intends to 
keep that way. It’s no trailer queen either, currently racking up a fair 
few thousand kilometres each year. It’s always driven to and from 
the drag strip and looks just as at home on the street as it does 
the strip. The interior is all there, carpet and all, with the addition 

PERFORMANCE 
POWER: (Low boost) 376kW on 16psi at the rear wheels, (high boost) 418kW on 20psi at the rear wheels 

0–400M: 12.1s 
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1992 NISSAN SKYLINE (R32)

SHOES
WHEELS: 17x9-inch (+22) Enkei RP01
TYRES: 225/45R17 Goodride Sport

SUPPORT
STRUTS: BC Gold coilovers

BRAKES: (F) R32 GT-R calipers, slotted rotors, Ceramax pads; (R) R32 
GT-R calipers, slotted rotors, Ceramax pads

EXTRA: Cusco front strut brace, Whiteline rear strut brace, adjustable rear 
camber arms, custom steering set-up, HICAS lock bar 



HEART
ENGINE: Nissan RB25DET, 

2600cc, six-cylinder 
BLOCK: RB26DETT crank, 

Manley H-beam rods, JE 
pistons (1mm oversized), 

Reimax billet oil pump gear, 
ARP bolts, ACL Race Series 

bearings 
HEAD: RB25DET head, 

Franklin Cam Services billet 
cams, Manley stainless 
valves (1mm oversized), 

Manley valve springs, 
bronze valve guides

INTAKE: Sinco Customs 
intake manifold, IRD 

intercooler, K&N filter 
EXHAUST: Three-inch 

straight pipe, single Coby 
muffler 

TURBO: Holset HRC40RS, 
Sinco Customs manifold 

WASTEGATE: TiAL 44mm
FUEL: Walbro 500hp intake 
lift pump, Bosch 044 main 

pump, Sinco Customs 
surge tank, Sard fuel-

pressure regulator, HKS 
fuel rail, Injector Dynamics 

ID1000 injectors 
IGNITION: Factory 

ECU: Link G4 plug-in
COOLING: 54mm alloy 

radiator, Fenix Performance 
oil cooler, twin 305mm 

Mishimoto fans in shroud 
EXTRA: Sinco Customs 

catch-can, Sinco Customs 
power-steering reservoir, 

custom solid engine 
mounts, semi de-loomed, 

fuse-box delete, braided 
lines throughout 

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Daniel  
Paterson 
AGE: 21 
LOCATION: Hamilton 
OCCUPATION: Manager
BUILD TIME: 4.5 years 
LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 
4.5 years 
 
THANKS: My parents, Graeme 
and Michelle Paterson; my very 
understanding fiancée, Ashley; 
my best mate, Jacob Blackburn, 
for all the late nights; Mike 
from Sinco Customs; Ian from 
Total Performance; Barry from 
Freestyle Autospray; Ross from 
Dobsons Dyno Tune; and anyone 
else who has helped along the way 
(you know who you are). Last but 
not least, Alan, Pare, and the rest 
of Untamed Motorsport for all the 
opportunities and support 

of that bolt-in half cage and Racepro seats. He keeps the 
car looking extremely tidy, too, the engine bay receiving a 
bare-metal respray in factory GT-R black bewteen engines 
three and four, along with the exterior. He isn’t one to stick 
with the status quo, with a full rewire on the cards and a full 
underbody resto also on that wish list for future times. 

It’s been a long and, at times, frustrating road to get 
here for Daniel, and his honesty about the speed bumps 

along the way is refreshing. It’s a lesson that many of us go 
through, often time and time again before something solid 
can be reached. Some stuff you need to learn the hard way 
so you can come out the other side with more knowledge 
you can know and trust. Failure is just part of the course 
that every car builder goes through. In the end, though, all 
those hardships can easily be washed away by flicking the 
high-boost switch and letting loose all 418kW. 
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D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING CHAMPIONS

or the better part of the year, you won’t 
find any drift cars peeling out smoke at 
upwards of 200kph through the infamous 
Pukekohe sweeper. But, for one weekend, 
and one weekend alone — April 23–24 — 
Pukekohe Park Raceway opened its gates to 
drifting fans as it hosted the Demon Energy 
D1NZ Drifting Championship grand final 

for the second year running — this coming after the D1NZ team 
won a long-standing legal battle that had banned the event from 
using the venue. Puke is commonly regarded as the spiritual home 
ground of drifting; it’s the place where the series initially began, and 
it’s understandable that drivers were hungry to prove themselves 

there. However, unlike last year, the weekend remained relatively 
dry — until the final day, when a bit of rain dropped to stir up the 
competition.

There were three clear contenders to take out the 
championship title, as the drivers headed into the weekend. 
Crowd favourite Nico Reid sat atop the points leader board at the 
wheel of the Evergreen RB25DET-powered S15 Silvia, with an 
impressive 347 points after four consecutive round wins, even after 
the deduction of round three’s points due to a technical breach. 
It only took a scan of the crowd to see the boy from south side 
had the strongest supporting force, with the stands flooded with 
white ‘Nico Reid Drift’ T-shirts. Curt Whittaker followed close on 
317 points, driving the Rattla Motorsport R34 Skyline powered by 

AFTER LAST YEAR’S SLIP-AND-SLIDE GRAND FINAL, THIS 
YEAR’S EVENT PROVIDED A CHAMPIONSHIP UPSET AND 

SAW AN OLD FACE CLAIM THE TITLE OF DRIFT KING

THE CHAMPIONSHIP
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a 410 cubic-inch Ford V8. Whittaker’s season had been clean thus 
far; however, he was yet to take out any round wins, though he 
was still maintaining a consistent footing towards the top of the 
leader board. To keep things in perspective, he told us, “I’ve been 
in second position [for the championship] four times now, and only 
won once; you’ve got to be there at the end and do your thing”. 

Sitting in third, Daynom Templeman looked set to stir up the 
mix in his 2JZ-GTE–hearted BMW E46 after racking up a cool 
307 points throughout the season and putting the pressure on 
Reid and Whittaker thanks to his close points gap.

Under the scorching Saturday sun, Daniel ‘Fanga Dan’ 
Woolhouse kicked off Pro qualifying with a bang. He took out 

pole position with 92.5 points driving his old Holden VZ chassis 
— after blowing a gearbox in the VE — though he’d only been 
able to get three practice laps behind the wheel after not driving 
it in six months. Whittaker flew into second position on 86 points 
with a top speed of 198kph — which was only just rivalled by 
Dylan Woolhouse, at the new qualifying speed record of 199kph 
on his second run, though he didn’t score and was placed in ninth. 
Templeman just squeezed into eighth, ahead of Dylan by half a 
point, and Reid sat back in 12th position on the grid after a slow 
start to the weekend.

Whittaker told NZPC, “As the day [Saturday] went on, more 
and more rubber went down and the grip levels went up. Everyone 
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started chasing their tails and taking drive out of the cars, taking 
wings off and whatnot.” The uneven track surface and high-speed 
straight also created an issue his team combatted by tweaking 
the suspension set-up: “We put harder springs in because of the 
downforce on the car and the speed of the track,” Whittaker said, 
“It’s hard … five or six years ago, we were running 265 radials, 
and now we’re running semi-slicks … since we haven’t been 
here for so long, it’s one of those things we have to learn what 
we need and how to balance the car to work.” But he was not 
alone. Templeman had battled grip through the practice sessions 
and the team opted to use nitrous oxide to help the wheels keep 
spinning but, unfortunately, had a breakdown in communication 
that lead to an empty bottle fitted in the car, which affected the 
team’s qualifying run.

Everyone hoped that the weather would continue to pull 
through and allow for a series of insane high-speed battles, but 
we were shit out of luck when the skies opened and it bucketed 

down the morning of Sunday. That proved a challenge for many of 
the teams, forcing them to repeatedly change set-ups in order to 
remain competitive across the constant chaos of track conditions. 
Whittaker told NZPC, “It’s night and day between today [Sunday] 
and yesterday [Saturday], which was awesome at the start”, with 
the overnight weather shift meaning a different story got told on 
Sunday. It was, “the polar opposite; wings are on and softer tyres; 
we are trying everything we can to make it work. The conditions 
are treacherous,” Whittaker admitted. The change also affected 
Templeman’s runs, after he’d tried so hard to pull grip out of the car 
the previous day. Problems began to brew when the team ran a set 
of radial tyres that did them no favours as they tried to maintain any 
grip, and the call was made to switch back to semi-slicks.

Heading into the top-32 battles, Fanga Dan, Templeman, 
David Steedman, Stuart Baker, Whittaker, Darren Kelly, 
Joe Marshall, and Cole Armstrong were all handed byes. 
As a result, Reid had to run one more battle than his closest 

Chad Mckenzie sealed up the Pro-Sport 
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championship competitors, which caused the first upset of the day 
when he went up against Gareth Grove in his first battle and made 
contact before the judged section while chasing, taking off Grove’s 
rear bumper and damaging a rear guard. The judges ruled it to be 
an early connection and awarded Grove the win, cutting Reid’s 
championship chances shorter. Reid remained humble, and told us: 
“Ya know, I’ve caused a few upsets this season, and I guess it was 
my turn. That’s how it goes, eh [laughs],” and, through a sly smile, he 
said, “I’m off to watch for the rest of the day.” 

Drew Donovan knocked out Vincent Langhorn to go through 
into the top 16 and took on Fanga Dan, eventually spinning 
and allowing Fanga to progress, while another early exit by a 
championship points frontrunner came in the top-16 battles after 
Dylan Woolhouse threw down a huge lead run through the sweeper, 
hitting what looked like almost 90-degrees of angle, which proved 
too much for Templeman to match, as the lead car slowed up in 
front and forced him to try to correct, eventually straight-lining. “It’s 
pretty disappointing to go down from second [in the championship] 
to what’s looking to be sixth at this stage,” Templeman said. 

Dylan was pitted against cousin Fanga and went one more 
time (OMT), which ended in a contact by Fanga on his chase run, 
awarding the win to Dylan. Whittaker dropped Davies to progress 
into the top eight and battle reigning champion Kelly but had his day 
cut short after he went too wide and spun, admitting, “The pressure 
was on … Darren’s pretty fast, and I needed to push it. I hadn’t spun 
all day, then you came in chasing with an awesome chase and you 
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basically know you would have won the battle.” Armstrong battled 
throughout the day, taking out Ben Wilkinson and Marshall early on, 
which saw him go up against Kelly in the top four and out-drove the 
drift king to earn a spot in the final. Armstrong went on to defeat Dylan 
Woolhouse and claim the round win. This turn of events left everyone 
guessing at who would take out the championship title — what had 
seemed set in stone at the start of the weekend was up in the air 
after a series of shock early knockouts. Even we scrambled to do the 
maths, which is by far not our strongest suit, to find out who would 
claim it, while the drivers seemed to be a lot calmer in the lead-up. 
Whittaker admitted that the trick is to remain consistent: “Hey, if we 
can win a championship without winning a round in the season, then I 
think that might be a first [laughs].” Reflecting on the round, Reid said, 
“I would have liked to have gone further [today], but hey that’s drifting. 
Unluckily for the other guys who spun, which favoured me … to still 
be standing next to those top drivers, I’m happy for my crew and all 
their efforts put into the car.”

The first-place podium spot and title of Demon Energy D1NZ 
National Drifting Championship Drift King went to second-time 
winner Whittaker on 371 points, just five points ahead of four-
consecutive-round winner Reid in second with 366 points, while third 
place went to Armstrong — a shock more to him, than the crowd 
— after he racked up 352 points. Clearly both surprised and stoked, 
Whittaker sealed his victory by telling us, “I’ve been doing it for 10 
years, and my guys have been with me the whole way; it’s a bit of 
payback to say thanks to them, that we appreciate all the work and 
time that goes into it. It’s unbelievable … it’s going to take a few days 
to sink in.” He also shared a few words of advice: “Never give up. Ya 
know, if you’re passionate, if you’re hungry, if you’re determined to be 
the best, you will do it. I started off 10 years ago in a RB25 Cefiro. I 
never thought I’d be at this level.”

Congratulations to all the round and championship winners and 
bring on the 2016/17 Demon Energy D1NZ championship season. 
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WORDS: JADEN MARTIN PHOTOS: SHANE SOLOMON1974 FORD ESCORT SPORT (MKI)

A TRIBUTE TO ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL RALLY
CHASSIS OF ALL TIME, THIS FORD ESCORT SPORT

PROVES BIG THINGS DO COME IN SMALL PACKAGES



n May 1970, Ford entered a seven-car 
team of Escorts fitted with Kent Crossflow 
engines into the World Cup Rally that 
began in London and finished in Mexico. 
The team, much to the surprise of many 
competitors, swept the board and took 
out the first, second, third, fifth, sixth, and 
eighth positions — that’s one hell of a way 

to finish. Ford took this opportunity to launch a new production 
car in honour of its great rallying triumph, naming its special 
edition the ‘Escort Mexico’. 

Now, Hayden Murray’s 1974 Ford Escort Sport may not 
be a genuine Mexico, but we don’t mind ignoring the small 
facts when it has all the makings of the truly great rally cars that 
inspired the Mexico’s creation, including their classic styling.

Hayden told us that he has always owned Ford Escorts, 
and, when talking to him about his, you can see that he loves 
them through and through. His first car was a rough-as-guts 
MkII Escort, and he has owned several more since but had 
never had a MkI, which left him with a lingering desire to own 
one — after all, who doesn’t appreciate the smooth curves and 
wide hips that it has to offer? Ownership of one continued to 
elude him for many years to come. “I’d go out looking for a MkI, 
and end up coming home with another MkII,” Hayden admitted. 
“I saw this [Escort] Sport parked outside a wrecker when I was 
in my early 20s and decided to go inside to see if it was for sale. 
They gave me the owner’s number, but he wasn’t interested 
in selling it.” A year later, while he was out of town, Hayden’s 
uncle called him to ask if he still wanted to buy a MkI — one 
had shown up at his work for a warrant of fitness and failed, 
prompting the owner to sell. “I told him, you know what you’re 
looking at, you tell me,” Hayden said, and his uncle purchased it 
on behalf. As fate would have it, this was the same one from the 
wrecker, and it wouldn’t see the road again for another 16 years.

The MkI Escort came from the factory with a little 1.3-litre 
Crossflow engine, but the tired old girl wouldn’t cut it for this 
kind of project. So one of the much-sought-after 711M-block 
1.6-litre Ford Crossflow Kent engines was ripped from the 
Escort’s bigger brother, the MkIII Cortina — the same engine 
package offered in the genuine Mexico production Escorts. 

The Pacemaker four-into-one headers flow into a 2.25-inch pipe 
exhaust system, which channels the crisp note of the Kelford 
cam and pays homage to the car’s rally heritage

The 15x7-inch 
Compomotive 

Motorsport 
Minilites finish 
off the Mexico-

inspired look 
and are shod 
in 195/50R15 

Firehawk Wide 
Oval rubber

40x30mm trumpets bolt up to the 
twin 40mm Dell’Orto side-draught 

carburettors, complementing the Hi-
Flo ported intake manifold

HEART
ENGINE: Ford Kent Crossflow, 
1600cc, four-cylinder
BLOCK: Ford 711M
HEAD: Big-valve, ported and polished, 
new valves, valve guide seals, 
hardened valve seats, double valve 
springs
INTAKE: Twin 40mm Dell’Orto 
side-draught carburettors, 40x30mm 
trumpets, Induction Technology 
Group (ITG) filter, Hi-Flo ported intake 
manifold, Sytec Motorsport throttle 
linkage 
EXHAUST: Four-into-one Pacemaker 
headers, 2.25-inch piping, twin 
straight-through mufflers
FUEL: Holley 8psi electric fuel pump, 
Holley fuel-pressure regulator
IGNITION: Accuspark coil, Lucas 
electronic distributor with controllable 
module
COOLING: Honda Civic twin-core alloy 
radiator, 12-inch electric fan
EXTRA: Oil catch-can, radiator 
recovery bottle, strut brace, strut top 
strengthening brace, chassis gussets

SHOES
WHEELS: 15x7-inch Compomotive Motorsport Minilite

TYRES: 195/50R15 Firehawk Wide Oval
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Hayden’s father, a 
retired car painter, 
gave him strict 
instructions to not 
be “so bloody lazy, 
and do it yourself” 
when it came to 
painting the car

Not content with the idea of keeping it factory, Hayden did 
all the engine work himself — a fact he is quite proud of. Learning 
to port and polish, he took on the task of further opening up the 
heads, replacing the valves with new examples and upgrading to 
double valve springs. The camshaft selection was an easy one — 
a simple call to Kelford Cams and a requirement for “something 
with a bit of snort” saw a rally-specification camshaft promptly 
arrive on his doorstep. Due to the enormous overlap on the cam, 
valve clearances between the pistons were extremely tight, and 
Hayden was worried that it would cause some real concerns down 
the road. Thus, the motor was packaged up and taken to Graham 
at E&S Head Systems, who took the head off and re-seated the 
valves to clear the pistons at thirty thou — a tight shave but one 
that does the trick.

As with any good rebuild, running-in the engine is the key to 
longevity, and, as it had already been years into the build, Hayden 
wanted to make sure it was done right. Taking advice from the 
professionals, he decided to give it a basic hill load and quickly 
discovered the set-up had no bottom-end power whatsoever. “To 
get the car to pull away was terrible,” Hayden told us. “I thought 
to myself, what have I done?” He found that the camshaft didn’t 
become useful until 3500rpm, which left nothing below that in 
terms of power, “A factory motor would have gone better.” The 
car was put back in the garage; Hayden ripped the carburettor off; 
and, to give it the extra kick that it needed down low, he installed 
a a pair of 40mm Dell’Orto side-draught carburettors with a Hi-
Flo ported intake manifold. “It was like turning a switch on; they 

changed the whole car. You put your foot in, and it moved like it 
should have to begin with,” Hayden said.

The Escort was originally clad in Burnt Orange paintwork — 
which Hayden told us was all too common for the era — but his 
initial plan was to send it off to be professionally painted in a bright 
yellow — at least, that was before he stumbled across copies of 
Classic Ford magazine that held the answer to his woes: not only 
inspiring the decision to paint it Mexico Orange with matt black 
decals but also to complete the full Mexico conversion. Assisted 
by his father, a retired car painter, Hayden did the respray himself 
in the garage, and it has to be the cleanest example of a home job 
we’ve ever seen. Hayden explained, “I was going to have it done 
properly, but the old man piped up saying, ‘don’t be so bloody lazy, 
and do it yourself’, but he gave me the rundown on what to do.”

While there have been grander plans — everything from the 
idea to put in a four-link rear and coilover suspension right through 
to the near purchase of an MX-5 motor and box — Hayden has 
been kept grounded by his father over all the years. “He reminded 
me to keep the street driveability, otherwise the build costs would 
have skyrocketed,” Hayden said. “I’m glad it took this long. Who 
knows what horrible colour paint or wheels a 20-year-old me 
would have put on it.”

1974 FORD ESCORT SPORT (MKI)

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Factory four-speed
CLUTCH: Factory single-plate
FLYWHEEL: Factory
DIFF: Factory
OTHER: Single-piece driveshaft

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Mexico Orange with matt 
black decals

INTERIOR
SEATS: Reupholstered factory
STEERING WHEEL: Wooden
INSTRUMENTATION: Factory six-
dial sport dash
AUDIO: Pioneer head unit, seven-
inch front speakers, tweeters, 
Rockford Fosgate amplifier, eight-
inch subwoofer

SUPPORT
STRUTS: Gabriel gas shocks, King Springs

BRAKES: Factory
OTHER: Rear strut brace, dual-cam 20mm front 

sway bar, 12mm rear sway bar 

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Hayden Troy Murray
AGE: 38
LOCATION: Dunedin
OCCUPATION: Painter/Decorator 
BUILD TIME: Long time
LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 18 years
 
THANKS: First, my wife for putting up with me 
throughout the build, also my daughter, Cameron, 
for her help; my father Barry Murray; my uncle, 
Bruce Murray; Simon from Turboshop; Graeme 
from E&S Head Systems; Bruce from Sign X; Dave 
from Resene Auto; Palmside; Stan Crawford for the 
upholstery; Ray Dorsey; Albow; [and] friends and 
family — there are too many to name, but they all 
know who they are



 
 

R

WORLD LEADING BRANDS: 

         www.nst.co.nz
09 444 8825 
nick@nst.co.nz
Cnr Target Road & Link Drive, Wairau Park

NZ DISTRIBUTORS
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NZPC: Hey, Jesse, that’s one killer-looking Mark II. It’s not 
every day that you see them being thrashed around the corner 
at Meremere; what made you choose the X6 chassis?
Jesse: Thanks, guys. I had my first X6 chassis when I was 20 years old 
and always wanted to build one with enough power to have some fun 
in. The first one was a New Zealand–market 
version that comes stock with a live-axle diff, 
and the handling was terrible. I bought this 
Japanese version that has independent rear 
suspension from the factory and decided to 
chuck the new engine in.

You’ve spiced it up by doing the 2JZ-GE 
non-turbo conversion — why did you opt for 
the NA version over the bigger-power GTE?
I guess price was a big factor. The difference 
between GE and GTE meant I could spend 
money in other departments, like wheels 
and suspension. The principle of the car was 
reliability, low, and wide 14s. I wanted to build 
something I could use fairly quickly and hone 
my skills in it, rather than take a few years 
building a Pro-Am–spec car and not actually 
see any seat time for the duration.

Those Focus Racing wheels really do set 
the car off, and we’ve heard they’re pretty 
rare — did you source them locally?
Actually, a friend and I were lost in Japan after 
a mission to Up Garage when I bought them 
[laughs]. We had jumped on a bus not knowing where it was going 
and got off after spotting a train station. While walking there, I caught a 

glimpse of a few wheels at the front of a very small store. We went in, and 
there was an older guy in some overalls playing with model aeroplanes. 
Translation was a struggle for a bit, but we eventually managed to find 
out that he used to race a Datsun 510, but these were never used, and 
they were new old stock. A deal was struck, and we made the two-hour 

trip back to our hostel carrying them on the 
train during peak hour.

Rad, what a way to find parts! But that’s 
not the only cool shit here — what’s the 
deal with that motorcycle-style throttle 
hanging off the steering column? 
It’s made from a chopped-up BMX handlebar 
which is bolted to the steering column and a 
custom cable I had made at a brake shop. It 
works off the old auto-transmission cruise-
control sleeve on the throttle body [meaning 
the foot pedal is still the primary option]. They 
are mostly used by bosozoku guys, just for 
making f*ckloads of noise. Either that or one of 
the rev sticks, it’s how the Jingle Bells 1G-GE 
video was made [Youtube that shit].

That’s something yet to make its way to 
our shores. Any future plans for the GX61?
Yeah, more wide 14s to skid on. A few more 
suspension components — roll-centre 
adjusters up front, BC Golds for the rear, and 
maybe play around with diff ratios. Otherwise 
to drive it as much as I can.

Cheers for the chat, Jesse.

PHOTOS: RYAN FISK

MAKE/MODEL: 1982 Toyota Corona Mark II (GX61)

ENGINE: Toyota 2JZ-GE (JZA80), pod filter 

DRIVETRAIN: Toyota W55 five-speed, Exedy five-puk clutch, locked 3.9:1-ratio differential

INTERIOR: Custom motorcycle throttle, Droo-P fixed-back seat, Sabelt six-point harness, Peyton 
woodgrain steering wheel, cassette deck with detachable faceplate

EXTERIOR: Chinsupo, rust, bog, rubber

WHEELS/TYRES: (F) 14x8-inch (-14) Enkei Focus Racing, 195/45R14 Toyo Proxes T1R, 
(R) 14x9-inch (-24) Enkei Focus Racing, 165/65R14 Linglong

SUSPENSION: BC Gold coilovers; Keto Steering Systems lower control arms, knuckles, and 
caster rods

WEEKEND WARRIOR

Name: Jesse Broughton Location: gx Kingdom, Auckland 
Occupation: Carpenter
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WORDS AND PHOTOS: STEVE RITCHIE EVENT RALLY OF WHANGAREI

he International Rally of Whangarei was round 
one of the Asia-Pacific Rally Championship 
(APRC), as well as the second round of the 
New Zealand Rally Championship. Taking 
place over the final weekend of April, it 
consisted of 16 special stages covering a total 
of 274.9km from south Whangarei to north 
Whangarei. 

The popularity of rallying in New Zealand certainly went up a 
notch following the World Rally Championship (WRC) win by Hayden 
Paddon and co-driver John Kennard in the Rally of Argentina just 
one week prior to this event. Incredibly, they made it back in time 
for the Rally of Whangarei to race in the Force Motorsport–prepared 
Hyundai i20.

The ceremonial opening by Mayor Sheryl Mai on the 
Te Matau ā Pohe bridge kicked off the rally on Friday evening, and 
the cars then raced under lights through Pohe Island, with two runs 
apiece for special-stages one and two. As these were just 1.25km, 
timing did not count for too much, but, that said, it was the Skoda 
of Gaurav Gill and Glenn Macneall that led the APRC after stage 
two, while the pairing of Hayden Paddon and John Kennard was the 
fastest by the narrowest of margins from the national-championship 
runners.

Day one, the first full day of racing, saw the cars compete in 
eight stages north of Whangarei. This consisted of four sections 
of road each being raced twice over. In the APRC, the battle was 

L O N G

THE INTERNATIONAL RALLY OF WHANGAREI PROVED A 
TOUGH TIME FOR LOCALS AND INTERNATIONALS ALIKE 



on between Skoda teammates Gill and Fabian Kreim. Although 
Gill won five of the eight stages, it was Kreim who came out on 
top of the standings at the end of day one due to the misfortune 
of a puncture to Gill’s car in the Helena stage. In the local 
championship, David Holder and co-driver Jason Farmer, driving 
a Lancer Evo VIII (ex Hayden Paddon) finished the day in the lead 
as a result of their stunning drive and the misfortune of others. 

International superstar Hayden Paddon only managed to 
complete one stage before differential problems forced him 
to return to the service park. Repairs made, he returned in the 
afternoon, winning stage seven, but had the same problem 
recur in stage eight, finishing his day. Championship leader 
Ben Hunt did not fare much better when he rolled during 

stage six, ending his weekend. Although he and his co-driver 
were airlifted to Whangarei Hospital, both were cleared of any 
injuries.

Six stages were run on Sunday, 30 minutes south of 
Whangarei. Once again, each stage was run twice. Also as on 
day one, dust was something of a hindrance on the extremely dry 
gravel roads once the morning rain disappeared. Gill and Macneall 
were not about to let their teammate pairing of Kreim and Frank 
Christian — who had never raced on gravel — show them up, so 
they put in fast times to get ahead and win the weekend. Local 
men Mike Young and co-driver Malcolm Read also raced in the 
APRC, in a Subaru Impreza WRX STi for the Cusco Racing Team, 
to place quick times and were rewarded with third place. 
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Having retired on stage eight, the Hyundai team went to 
work, making more changes to rectify the differential issues. 
This paid off and allowed Paddon to demonstrate why he has 
reached the pinnacle of motor sport internationally by posting 
fastest times for all six of Sundays stages, and winning leg two by 
a staggering three minutes. However, the maximum points went 

to David Holder for his consistent effort, while Emma Gilmour and 
Anthony McLoughlin came home in second in a Suzuki Swift Maxi, 
followed by Dylan Turner and Rob Scott in a Lancer Evo IX. 

The attrition rate was very high over the two days, with just 
13 of 40 of the national-championship cars finishing, while four of 
the eight cars entered in the APRC finished.

EVENT RALLY OF WHANGAREI



Small Block Chevy V8 Hydraulic roller cams NZ$480+gst   
Camshaft, beehive valve springs and retainers kit NZ$875+gst

Camshaft Part 
Number

CHEVROLET SMALL BLOCK V8 
RETRO-FIT HYDRAULIC ROLLER CAMS

Advertised Duration 
@ .006” Cam Lift

Duration  
@ .050” Cam Lift

Valve Lift @ 1.5:1 
Rocker Ratio

Lobe  
Separation

Inlet Exhaust Inlet Exhaust Inlet Exhaust

SX105-252HR High torque camshaft for good economy.  
Suits heavy cars/trucks, and towing. 252 252 200 200 .470” .470” 112

SX105-264HR Mild street performance cam for near stock 
engines. Good torque, idle quality and mileage. 264 270 212 218 .500” .480” 111

SX105-270HR High performance cam for mild engines, largest 
with stock converter. Noticeable idle sound, great 
for weekend cruiser street machines.

270 276 220 226 .515” .500” 110

SX105-282HR Rough idle, street/strip cam for strong midrange 
and top-end power. 282 290 230 238 .520” .520” 108

SX105-HR-X Custom specification; we can manufacture cams to your specifications or design a profile for your specific application.

Camshaft Part 
Number

CHEVROLET SMALL BLOCK V8  
OEM FITMENT HYDRAULIC ROLLER CAMS

Advertised Duration 
@ .006” Cam Lift

Duration  
@ .050” Cam Lift

Valve Lift @ 1.5:1 
Rocker Ratio

Lobe  
Separation

Inlet Exhaust Inlet Exhaust Inlet Exhaust

SX106-252HR High torque camshaft for good economy.  
Suits heavy cars/trucks, and towing. 252 252 200 200 .470” .470” 112

SX106-264HR Mild street performance cam for near stock  
engines. Good torque, idle quality and mileage. 264 270 212 218 .500” .480” 111

SX106-270HR High performance cam for mild engines, largest 
with stock converter. Noticeable idle sound, great 
for weekend cruiser street machines.

270 276 220 226 .515” .500” 110

SX106-282HR Rough idle, street/strip cam for strong midrange 
and top-end power. 282 290 230 238 .520” .520” 108

SX106-HR-X Custom specification; we can manufacture cams to your specifications or design a profile for your specific application.

High quality valve-train components 
always in stock at Kelford Cams

We are NZ distributors for CHI Heads. We have heads, 
manifolds and gaskets in stock. Call anytime for 

advise on CHI cylinder head selection.

• Professional camshaft repair and grinding service since 1968 • Custom-built camshafts to suit most motorsport applications     
• The only masterless CNC camshaft grinding facility in Australasia • Spintron dynamic valve-train and materials testing facility  

Protect your engine investment, choose for 
performance. PAC Racing Springs are industry 

leaders and consistently make the best springs 
for modern high performance applications.

For consistency and high quality, we always use 
Ferrea valves. Always plenty in stock, with 

fortnightly shipments from Ferrea.

The cost to upgrade your Small Block Chevy V8, from an old flat tappet cam, to a new Hydraulic Roller Cam is now lower than ever!  Our new range of Chevy 
hydraulic roller cams are made in-house on CNC machinery to tighter tolerances and a higher standard than any of the usual imported V8 cams commonly seen 
in NZ. Performance is at least equal to the best of the imported offerings, usually better and the cost is lower; win win! 

Phone: 03 366 4514 
 Email: sales@kelford.co.nz
www.kelford.co.nz

 HOT NEW PRODUCTS

Bendix Brake Advice Centre +61 3 5327 0211
Choose your perfect braking solution online at www.bendix.co.nz
Bendix is a trademark of Honeywell International Inc. 

Put your foot down with confidence™

Bendix Street Road Track brake pads have been developed with the 
latest technology and extensively tested under extreme conditions. “Confidence

   driving on the 
STREET, ROAD & TRACK

“

FOR ENTHUSIASTS
AND EXTREME 
PERFORMANCE.

Street Road Track

Handle busy, unpredictable driving on the STREET where conditions can change rapidly.
Negotiate mountains with constant braking or on the open ROAD with long intervals between 
braking. Lap after lap of hot, hard, last second braking at the TRACK.
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NZPC: Hi, Tony. We’ve got a bit of a soft spot for a well-
built Evo — how long have you owned it?
Tony: I bought this one about six months ago, but I’ve had more 
than 10 Evos over the years. Most of them were Is, IIs, and IIIs, 
and I’ve had a couple of IVs, Vs, and VIs. I’m not a massive fan 
of the newer versions, myself. There are 
hardly any clean, old-school Evos left, which 
makes me want to keep the trend going.

That’s a fair few Mitsis under your hat. 
What is it about the older Evo chassis 
that keeps drawing you back?
No air conditioning, no traction control, it’s 
just you and the car. They have a different 
feeling in power, raw and mechanical. At one 
point, I sold up my Evos for an R32 GT-R, 
but that wasn’t my thing, so I went back to 
an Evo. They are practical cars, even though 
it’s hard to daily [now], I can still take it to 
uni, drive it to work, and hit the track or 
drag strip. It also turns heads everywhere, 
especially with the Mitsi boys — everyone’s 
got love for each other’s Evo.

You’ve already sunk a bit of time and coin into the engine 
bay; are there any plans for the future?
Yeah, after buying it, I ditched the old turbo and had a full forged 
bottom-end rebuild done on the engine. We ported and polished 
the head with oversized valves, and top mounted the new Garrett 
GT3082R turbo. It’s currently awaiting an E85 fuel system and 

tune to tie in a few of the more recent upgrades. The gearbox 
is the weakest link at the moment, so I’ll probably order some 
Pfitzner Performance Gearboxes gears and maybe a Voltex wing 
for track use. I wanted to finish the half cage before the shoot, 
too, but didn’t get the crossbars added in time.

A splash of E85 should make for 
an interesting kick. Do you enjoy 
working on the car yourself or 
would you rather leave it up to the 
experts?
Most of the smaller bits I’ll do myself. 
This build was always intended to be 
higher power, so I wanted to get the 
best work done and put a bit of coin 
into ensuring there were no mishaps 
and got the major work done by credible 
shops. Henderson Automotive did 
all the machining and assembled the 
long block, then me and a few mates 
completed it at home.

Thanks for the yarn, Tony. Is there 
anyone that you’d like to thank 

before we go?
Yeah, definitely. Thanks to the All Wheel Army family, Moss and 
the boys at Henderson Automotive for the engine work, the boys 
at Garage 45 for a helping hand, and everyone else who has 
touched the car along the way and helped to make it what it is 
today.

CRUISE MODE PHOTOS: ADAM CROY

MAKE/MODEL: 1992 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution I

ENGINE: 4G63T; decked and honed block; 1mm oversize bore; Wiseco 86mm forged pistons; Scat 
forged con rods; grounded crank with Evo IX thrust set-up; ACL Race Series mains, big end, and cam 
bearings; ARP rod bolts; ported and polished cylinder head; 1mm oversize valves; BC valve springs and 
retainers; Kiwi Cams 272 camshafts; Ralliart rocker cover, ARP head studs; Cometic MLS head gasket; 
Auto Clutch five-puk clutch; lightened flywheel and pressure plate; custom top-mount stainless exhaust 
manifold; downpipe; Garrett GT3082R ball-bearing turbo; custom intake; three-core radiator; front-mount 
intercooler; HKS blow-off valve; TiAL MVS 38mm wastegate; three-inch straight-pipe exhaust

DRIVELINE: Cusco front and rear diffs

INTERIOR: Bride bucket seats, Cusco half cage; Turbosmart boost, oil-pressure, oil-temperature, and 
water-temperature gauges

WHEELS/TYRES: 17x7.5-inch (+30) SSR Professor S1PR, 205/40R17 Bridgestone Potenza 

SUSPENSION: BC Gold coilovers; Cusco front and rear strut braces; Hardrace traction, toe, and 
camber arms

POWER: 346kW at the wheels on 21psi

Name: Tony Khamwanthong Location: SOUTH Auckland
Occupation: Automotive engineering student
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BABE HUNT 2016 | FINALIST NO. 4

AGE: 23
LOCATION: Nelson
FAVOURITE FLAVOUR DEMON DRINK: Original
FAVOURITE D1NZ DRIVER: Darren Kelly
FAVOURITE CAR: 1967 Chev Impala
MY BEST FEATURE: My hair
FRONT SEAT OR BACK SEAT: Shotgun!
WHERE CAN MY FANS FIND ME: 
Instagram @eliseagnew



@nzpcmagazine 
#demonbabehunt2016

facebook.com/performancecar 
#demonbabehunt2016 demonenergy.co.nz

FOLLOW THE DEMON BABE HUNT 2016:
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WORDS: JADEN MARTIN PHOTOS: ADAM CROYWEEKEND WORKSHOP 

SLICK AUDIO SYSTEMS REQUIRE MORE THAN SPLASHING A BIT OF CASH 
ON A POWERFUL SUB AND AMPLIFIER: WE SPOKE WITH ROB FROM 

RAPID RADIO TO GET THE LOWDOWN ON WHAT CABLES YOU’LL NEED 
TO PUMP SOME SERIOUS NOISE WITHOUT HURTING YOUR INVESTMENT

THE GOOD
First of all, running audio cables doesn’t simply mean chucking 
whatever you have handy into the car and connecting up your 
components; no, cables are best left until last, and here’s why: 
incorrect cable choices will hurt your system. 

When it comes to working out what you need to run, there are 
three factors to consider: (1) the amount of amplification — this is 
how powerful your components are and how much energy they’ll 
need; (2) the length of the cable you’ll run; and (3) the diameter 
(gauge) of the cable being used, which determines its ability to carry 
current. The average car run is five metres of cable from battery to 
the amplifier (mounted in the boot), and this requires a minimum of 
one-gauge cable, which, Rob told us, “people don’t ever do; they 
never do that [get the right gauge] at all.” Reducing the length of 
the cabling — for example, by running an amp under the front seat, 
which requires only a two-or-so-metre cable — means you can get 
away with four-gauge cable, as reduction in length increases the 
cable’s capability to transfer current. Rob admitted, “In a perfect 

world, you want the battery as close to the amp as possible to 
reduce cable length and gauge, but, as most people don’t want to 
be moving batteries, it’s important to use the correct cables.”

The best conductivity is a combination of the number of 
strands, the diameter (gauge), and what Rob describes as the 
most important characteristic, the copper content of the cable. 
Pure-copper and high-copper-content cables transfer current 
with less resistance, allowing a smaller gauge to be used in 
particular instances. In most quality cables, you will find the 
strands spun, as this reduces and eliminates the electromagnetic 
‘noise’ produced by other electrical componentry running 12V 
power and prevents this noise from being relayed in the audio 
system. Installing suited cable ensures a steady power supply, 
with input and output to all components, allowing them to work 
to their potential. Rob says the key is “maximizing the amount of 
power in the system” and that a good-quality pure-copper four-
gauge cable will cover most systems up to the 600W RMS mark.



THE BAD
So, why does any of that info you’ve just read matter, and why 
can’t you use any old wiring lying around the shed? In short, you 
can, but it won’t do your system any favours. Attempting to supply 
a 10,000W subwoofer and amp package with the incorrectly 
sized cable reduces the unit’s ability to run properly. Cheap wires 
are high in aluminium, often containing up to 90-per-cent alloy, 
and are dipped in copper. These cables can only handle half the 
current, so they heat up more, and they are more resistant to 
current, meaning less power is carried to the system components.

Further, incorrect cables will not only cause amp droppage 
but a drop in volts, too. This is a serious concern when you only 
have 12V to play with, and Rob explained that a drop of a single volt 
causes a loss in efficiency of around 15 per cent. Thin wires, such 
as those used for switches, can only be used in low-amp purposes 
— perfect for supply signals to turn amplifiers on and off, negative 

trigger wires, and alarms, they are not what you want to use to 
connect up your speakers. “Some guys actually use this [type of 
cable]; it’s ridiculous that people spend good money on amps and 
speakers then let the system down by running this,” Rob said with 
concern. “Too much current and the wire can burst into flames … 
for a few extra pesos, you can get a 16-gauge pure-copper cable 
that will handle around 100W RMS and do a far superior job.”

Using a cable that is only capable of supplying 60W RMS 
to a speaker designed to take 100W RMS will create distortion, 
putting strain on the component and eventually causing it to blow 
up. Rob sums it up in a way we can all understand: “Imagine you 
have a 1000hp engine, then imagine running a fuel system that 
is only capable of supplying a 250hp engine. What’s going to 
happen? Power supply to an audio system is just like fuel, if it 
runs lean and detonates, it will go boom.”

“for a few 
extra pesos, 
you can get 
a 16-gauge 
pure-copper 
cable that 
will handle 
around 100W 
RMS and do a 
far superior 
job”
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WEEKEND WORKSHOP 

TECHNICAL
POWER: Power supply 
cables run from the 

battery to the amplifier 
(shown in one, four, six, and 
eight gauge). Higher-quality 
cables feature a plastic core 
to stop electromagnetic 
noise, and this is said to force 
electrons to run in the correct 
direction of current transfer, 
meaning less resistance.

INPUT: RCA cables 
are used to send low-

voltage audio signals from 
the head unit to the amplifier. 
They are not rated by gauge 
but, rather, by their increased 
internal shielding quality 
in order to reduce noise 
interference. They can be 
identified by their multiple 
internal wires.

OUTPUT: Speaker 
cables start from the 

thinner 18 and 16 gauge, 
used for door speakers, to 
larger 12 and 10 gauge, which 
is used for subwoofers. With 
more power running to the 
speakers, a larger gauge and 
greater copper content are 
required to maintain optimal 
watts RMS supply.

1.2 metres 2.4 metres 3.6 metres 4.8 metres 6.0 metres

100 10 gauge 10 gauge 8 gauge 8 gauge 4 gauge

200 10 gauge 8 gauge 8 gauge 4 gauge 4 gauge

400 8 gauge 8 gauge 4 gauge 4 gauge 4 gauge

600 8 gauge 4 gauge  4 gauge 4 gauge 4 gauge

800 4 gauge 4 gauge 4 gauge 2 gauge 2 gauge

1000 4 gauge 4 gauge  2 gauge 2 gauge 2 gauge

1400 4 gauge 2 gauge 2 gauge 2 gauge 2 gauge

Total RMS
Power (watts) Distance

“Everyone spends cash on the big parts and then skimps on the 
accessories. In car audio, it’s probably one of the biggest 

issues. A good power supply literally guarantees success” 01

01 02 03

02

03



WWW.RAPIDRADIO.CO.NZ | FREEPHONE: 0800 746 637 | 1 ABBEY STREET, NEWTON, AUCKLAND

 Established in 1978 — your most trusted, New Zealand-owned car audio store

Laser Jammers ⊲

Hard-wired Radars ⊲

|((((((((

⊳  Window-mount 
radars

Car Play 
Units ⊲

Amplifiers ⊲

Subwoofers ⊲

Component 
Speakers ⊲

Give one of our friendly team a call and we will match any competitors’ price. 

Car Audio Radar Detectors

New Zealand’s award-winning, 
premium car audio store
Been to the rest, now try the best!

www.ttigto.com  | 24 Forests Rd, Stoke, Nelson 7011  |  P: 03 547 1517  |  E:  bruce@ttindustries.com

TTI GTO 6-speed sequential gearbox

Made in NZ



MAKE/MODEL: 1991 Toyota Hilux

ENGINE: Toyota 1UZ-FE, 4000cc V8, custom intake, k&n 
pod filter, alloy radiator, de-loomed , tubbed and shaved 
engine bay

DRIVETRAIN: Toyota W58 gearbox, Hurst shifter, DKM 
2.5-inch side-exit exhaust

INTERIOR: Recaro Fishnets, Rockford sound system 

EXTERIOR: Resprayed in Toyota Satin Silver, shaved Xtra 
Cab tray, Toyota Surf front guards

WHEELS/TYRES: 17x8-inch (+0) Diezel D-Window, 
205/45R17 Achilles ATR 50 Sport

SUSPENSION: Front drop spindles,QA1 rear coilovers, 
C-notched chassis, four-link rear

Owner: William Kerse Location: Devonport, Auckland
Occupation: Navy marine engineer

NZPC: Hi, Will. We’re quite partial to 
a tidy ute around here. How long have 
you owned it for?
Will: I bought it around a year ago now. 
It used to belong to a guy I went to high 
school with, and I remember seeing it 
parked outside school. The guy before me 
must have slapped together some spare 
parts he had lying around, because it had 
a 3SGE engine with a Borg Warner T5 
gearbox behind it — that and the stock-car 
radiator and QA1 rear suspension. It looked 
cool, but was really underpowered to drive.

It’s hard to miss that you’ve done 
some work to solve the issue of power. 
What’s it been like since the V8 swap?
After I got passed by a super-
underpowered BMW and chopping down 
the gears couldn’t save me, I knew it had 
to be done. Now, I know there is an engine 
there [laughs].

Mint. Having a bit of power behind the 
wheel of a daily can come in handy. 
Did it take long to get it how you planned?
The build only took around six months, start to finish. The 1UZ 
swap has been done plenty of times before, so all the information 

was there, and it ended up being a 
relatively easy task. DKM whipped up the 
exhaust, and I was lucky to have a few of 
the navy boys who were keen to help out. 
We smashed out the wiring over Waitangi 
weekend and took all our cars in to be 
certified at the same time.

A lot of people have problems at this 
stage of a build — was the process of 
certifying the ute a hard one?
Not really, [though] I thought it would be 
a few months before I could get a check 
booked in, but it ended up only being a 
week’s wait. The first check was much 
smoother than I expected, and the only 
thing needing to be done was the spacing 
on the engine mounts to clear the lower 
arms. The certifier found one of the rear 
shocks had a small leak, too, so I ordered 
a new pair from Cardwells and used the 
springs I already had.

Do you have any plans for the future, 
or are you content with how it is?

I’ve been eyeing up individual throttle bodies — you don’t really 
see them being done on these — and a set of lumpy cams would 
be perfect; otherwise, I’m pretty happy with what I’ve got.

PHOTOS: ADAM CROY
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DAILY DRIVEN



Carpet - Insulation - Car Mats

AUTODEC

AUTODEC SUPPLIES LTD

Ph: 0508 288 6332      Email: sales@autodec.co.nz
www.autodec.co.nz

AUTODEC

 

Carpet - Insulation - Car Mats

AUTODEC SUPPLIES LTD

Ph: 0508 288 6332      Email: sales@autodec.co.nz
www.autodec.co.nz

 

CAR REPLACEMENT 
CARPETS

FEILDING  
AUTOMOTIVE LTD

Specializing in all vehicle servicing and maintenance

Warranty claim repairs

Rotary and performance car repairs

Tyre fitting and balancing

06 323 5180

27 Gladstone Street, Feilding

w

www

KESTER, ON 027 585 7991
JARON, ON 027 342 9896 
OR CALL US DIRECT, ON 06 323 1980 

SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY USED IMPORTED VEHICLES FOR 19 YEARS 

SPECIALIZING IN SOURCING JAPANESE CLASSIC VEHICLES, 
INCLUDING NISSAN GT-R, RX-7 AND EARLY EVOS

CONTACT OUR TEAM

CNR AORANGI ST & KIMBOLTON RD
ON THE ROUNDABOUT 
IN FRIENDLY FEILDING

VISIT US

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
WWW.AUTOMOTIVEDIRECT.CO.NZ
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Going places? Let Parrot take you there, 
with their innovative Asteroid Smart 2DIN 
in-dash navigation system. The system’s 
voice-recognition software allows for 
easy hands-free calling, and the multi-
touch screen yields seamless internet 
access on the go via any compatible 
smart phone. Enjoy the journey, with the 
best guidance services available.

The Parrot Asteroid Smart retails for 
$1299 and is available from Parrot dealers 
nationwide, or online at parrot.net.nz 

It’s 2016, but does your in-car stereo 
know? Get with the times, with Parrot’s 
Asteroid Tablet — the multimedia centre 
that’s got it all. With Bluetooth streaming, 
voice-operated hands-free system, and 
music and app connectivity, all displayed 
on a five-inch multi-touch screen, this is 
the future of in-car connectivity.

Get connected, get the Parrot Asteroid 
Tablet — just $699 from Parrot dealers 
nationwide, or online at parrot.net.nz 

SHOW YOU 
THE WAY

THE FUTURE 
OF MULTIMEDIA

1

90  facebook.com/performancecar

HEARING THINGS
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Kenwood’s Apple CarPlay is the latest 
in smart, safe, multimedia interfacing. 
Apple CarPlay seamlessly integrates your 
iPhone’s functionality into the Kenwood 
multimedia receiver, allowing you to use 
Siri voice controls to select music, get 
directions, make phone calls, and send 
and receive messages, all in a way that 
keeps you focused on the road ahead. 
Just connect your iPhone via USB, and 
you’re away. 

Kenwood Apple CarPlay is compatible 
with iPhone 5 and higher iPhones.

Kenwood’s Android Audio was designed 
with safety in mind — with easy-to-
use interfacing, so you can keep your 
eyes where they should be. A simple 
USB connection allows the Kenwood 
multimedia receiver to combine with your 
Android phone’s functionality, making it 
easier to use apps such as Google Maps, 
Google Play Music, your phone’s dialler, 
and more. 

The Android Auto app can be 
downloaded on Google Play, and is 
available with Android phones operating 
on 5.0 (Lollipop) or higher.

STREAMING ON 
THE GO

EASE-OF-USE 
WITH ANDROID

4
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Clarion’s full-digital system (FDS) 
minimizes sound loss to the extreme 
and sets an unprecedented level 
of quality sound to create an ear-
awakening experience. It’s hard to 
imagine that such a thing is possible 
without the use of any amplifiers, but 
Clarion’s FDS utilizes the optical output 
from the NX706AU head unit through 
the Z3 time-alignment processor that 
sends a signal to the new Z7 and Z25W 
speakers. The speakers feature an 
embedded LSI chip that ensures the 
signal remains digital until it hits the six 
individual voice coils in each speaker, 
meaning the system is capable of 
delivering four times the high-power 
output of conventional FDSs. 

With an RRP of $3999, the system 
is available through Zeroflex; visit 
zeroflex.co.nz for more information.

The latest AVH-X8850BT flagship 
model from car-audio giant Pioneer 
offers smarter and more compatible 
integration of popular apps such as 
Spotify and navigation, thanks to 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. 

CarPlay is a safer way to use your 
iPhone in the car, allowing you to get 
directions, make calls, send and receive 
messages, and listen to music hands-free.

Android Auto was also designed 
with safety in mind. Boasting a simple 
interface, integrated steering-wheel 
controls, and powerful voice actions, it’s 
designed to minimize distraction.

The AVH-X8850BT head unit features 
a powerful user interface, making the set-
up of your personalized audio-listening 
experience easy.

Head to pioneer.com for further 
information.

The brains behind Clarion’s FDS, the 
NX706AU head unit is the latest top-
of-the-line DVD receiver to hit our 
shores. It features a state-of-the-art 
seven-inch high-definition screen; Siri 
eyes-free control; inbuilt navigation; 
Bluetooth phone and music; dual rear 
USB and HDMI inputs; and, most 
importantly, the optical output for the 
Clarion FDS. Pairing this unit with the 
Clarion FDS will generate the world’s 
first full-digital audio system in your 
very own ride.

To get your hands on the NX706AU 
unit — which has an RRP of $2199 — 
jump online and head to zeroflex.co.nz.

JBL’s GTR-1001 mono amplifier 
powers your subwoofer with up to 
1000W RMS from a compact chassis 
that takes up very little space. A low-
pass filter clears the way for your sub 
to play clean, powerful bass, while a 
bass boost and phase switch help you 
get the sound just the way you want it. 

For more information on JBL 
amplifiers, visit soundgroup.co.nz.

THE FUTURE OF 
AUDIO

UNPARALLELED 
EXPERIENCE

KEY TO THE 
FUTURE

BIG SOUNDS, 
SMALL PACKAGE

6
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The latest release from Demon 
Energy, Hellfire is one hell of 
a caffeine hit mixed in with 
an extra spicy kick. It’s full of 
hard-hitting energy to ensure 
you get the most out of any 
early morning visit to the track 
and help you smash the gas 
all day, every day. Grab a can 
at the local dairy, takeaway, or 
pornographic establishment 
of your choice. If you want to 
know more about what goes 
into the can, too bad, buy one 
and find out for yourself.

The 2016 Can-Am F3 Spyder 
may cop a bit of flack from 
those who consider themselves 
real bikers, but that’s fine, 
these aren’t made to be ridden 
by those people. This is the 
casual man’s motorbike, and 
the best part is it can be ridden 
on a Class 1 (car) licence. 
Featuring the Rotax 1330 
ACE three-cylinder engine 
and a six-speed transmission 
available in manual or semi-
auto (both including reverse), it 
also houses a vehicle stability 
system with ABS, traction and 
stability control, and high-
performance Brembo brakes. 

Can-Am Spyders start 
at $28,990 (including 
on-road costs). Contact 
JFK Powersports on 09 276 
6817 to book a test ride.

Cranking out new flavours to 
keep all you caffeine addicts 
from fading, Demon Energy has 
dropped a new limited-edition 
brew, Lust, into the mix. It 
features a Demon Babe finalist 
from 2015, Christina. Don’t let 
the fruity taste fool you, though 
— it still packs an evil energy 
kick to keep you going. As this 
is a limited-edition release it 
won’t be around forever, so 
don’t take your time finding 
out what Christina’s cans taste 
like. Fang down to the dairy or 
supermarket to pick up a can 
today.

Picking the correct oil isn’t 
always the easiest task, even 
for the seasoned pro. So, 
Castrol has come out with 
the CheckYourOil online tool 
that allows anyone to check 
the recommended oil which 
should be run in their car, 
simply by going to the website 
and entering the vehicle’s 
licence-plate number. It’s easy 
to feel unsure about what you 
need to feed your engine to 
keep it healthy, and this handy 
tool takes the guesswork out of 
the equation.*

Find out what your car 
needs at checkyouroil.co.nz.

*Recommendations are 
for passenger cars only. 
Not all vehicles will have a 
recommendation. Contact the 
Castrol technical helpline on 
0800 10 40 60 with any queries.

HELL OF A 
GOOD TIME

THREE-
WHEELED 
FURYCHECK UP

SOMETHING 
TO LUST OVER
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If you’re getting sick of constant 
fault lights being thrown up on 
your dash and want to find out 
what’s really going on inside 
your car without being charged 
an arm and a leg every time you 
need it checked, grab Foxwell’s 
NT414 Four Systems Scan Tool. 
Compatible with all makes that 
have OBD1 and OBD2 ports, 
including Holden and Ford, 
the NT414 scan tool is purpose 
designed for professionals and 
enthusiasts to pinpoint engine, 
transmission, ABS, oil-reset, 
electronic-parking-brake (EPB), 
and airbag faults.

For more information, or to 
grab one for yourself at $450, 
check out stahlcar.nz.

ALL-MAKES 
DIAGNOSTIC 
TOOL

5
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Torco Accelerator is the product 
for the job if you want to boost 
the octane of conventional 
pump gas without boosting 
prices to those of race fuel. 
Transforming pump fuel until 
it closely resembles a racing 
formula, it also lowers end-burn 
temps to burn more completely 
and unlock additional power 
within your engine. With its 
ability to raise octane levels up 
to 105, you can customize the 
blend to suit the application, 
and the formula won’t harm 
sensitive O2 sensors or catalytic 
converters. 

Torco Accelerator is available 
from Segedins Auto Spares, 
with a retail price of $32.80 plus 
GST. Head to segedins.com to 
purchase, or contact the team 
on 09 638 6439.

Designed and proven in 
circle track, strip, and street 
applications, QuickTime 
bellhousings are built for 
purpose. Constructed from 
high-grade steel, the cone is 
spun, not rolled or stamped, 
making these bellhousings 
the most dimensionally stable 
and accurate for today’s high-
performance vehicles. Offering 
proven performance and built-
in-the-US quality, QuickTime’s 
bellhousing range offers a 
variety of options for all makes 
and models.

Prices start at $1037.30; 
contact STA Parts on 09 256 
1120 to order, or head to 
staparts.co.nz for further info.

When it comes to quality 
drivetrain equipment, Tremec 
is one of the automotive 
industry’s most prominent 
transmission suppliers. 
Boasting OEM prowess 
in the motorsport and 
performance market, Tremec 
provides some of the most 
acclaimed high-performance 
products available to serve 
the automotive enthusiast 
and casual sports-racing 
communities.

So, if you’re in the market for 
a quality transmission, find out 
what’ll be right for your project 
from the team at STA Parts, 
which has packages starting 
from $4566.20. Call 09 
256 1120 to order, or head 
to staparts.co.nz for more 
information.

For just $25.60, CRC Glass 
Doctor restores glass and 
removes difficult stains 
from your vehicle windows. 
Multipurpose across 
automotive, marine, and 
home applications, the glass 
cleaner gets rid of haze, 
mineral deposits, road grime, 
and annoying bug splatter 
to give you a clear view of 
the road in front — polishing 
away anything built up on 
glass surfaces. Whether it’s a 
vehicle or the shower in your 
bathroom, all glass surfaces 
can be sorted with CRC Glass 
Doctor. Simply wipe on and 
wash off.

Head to myautomotive.
co.nz for further information or 
to purchase.

FUEL 
CONVERSION

USA MADE 
AND 
TRUSTED

SMASHING 
GEARS WINTER WEAR

8

7

The Nissan Consult Bluetooth 
Diagnostic Tool puts the power 
in your hands, allowing you to 
run diagnostics on all Nissan 
cars built between 1989 and 
2000 using the 14-pin diagnostic 
plug. Chuck the chip in the port 
to read and clear engine fault 
codes, and view live data on 
your Android smartphone or PC. 
This is the perfect tool to have 
in the glovebox of most Silvias, 
Skylines, Laurels, and even little 
Johnny’s Cefiro. Save money on 
repairs and do it yourself.

The Nissan Consult Bluetooth 
Diagnostic Tool is available for 
the low price of $95. Head to 
stahlcar.nz for further information 
on use and to purchase.

THE 
AFFORDABLE 
WAY

9 10

9

10

6
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WHEEL & TYRE GUIDE

Matrix
FINISH: Hyper Silver
SIZE: 18x8-inch
PCD: 5x112
OFFSET: +45

Chevron 
FINISH: Hyper Black with polished lip
SIZE: (F) 19x8.5-inch, (R) 19x9.5-inch
PCD: 5x114.3
OFFSET: (F) +32, (R) +35

Fighter
FINISH: Gunmetal with polished lip
SIZE: 20x8.5-inch 
PCD: 5x114.3, 5x120
OFFSET: +32, +45

gmaxwheels.com

SF-01
 
FINISH: Satin Black
SIZE: 18x8-inch, 18x9-inch, 18x10-inch
PCD: 4x98–120.65, 5x98–120.65
OFFSET: 0 to +40

SF-03
 
FINISH: Satin Silver
SIZE: 18x8-inch, 18x9-inch, 18x10-inch
PCD: 4x98–120.65, 5x98–120.65
OFFSET: 0 to +40

SF-05
 
FINISH: Satin Gunmetal
SIZE: 18x8-inch, 18x9-inch, 18x10-inch
PCD: 4x98–120.65, 5x98–120.65
OFFSET: 0 to +40

koyawheels.co.nz

Advanti DST Summit
 
FINISH: Satin black
SIZE: 20x9-inch
PCD: 5x120
OFFSET: +35

Advanti DST Broadway
 
FINISH: Satin black
SIZE: 19x8.5-inch, 19x9.5-inch
PCD: 5x120
OFFSET: +30, +35

Advanti DST Mission
 
FINISH: Satin black
SIZE: 19x8.5-inch, 19x9.5-inch
PCD: 5x120
OFFSET: +38

advantiracing.co.nz



Vitour Seto Racing 
S1 Whitewall
SIZE: 175/70R13
TREAD WEAR: 600
SPEED RATING: T (190kph)

Vitour Formula 
Raised White Lettering
SIZE: 215/50R13
TREAD WEAR: 600
SPEED RATING: H (210kph)

Vitour 
Formula Spec Z
SIZE: 235/40R18
TREAD WEAR: 600
SPEED RATING: Y (300kph)

staparts.co.nz

Bridgestone Potenza 
Adrenalin RE003
 
SIZE: 245/45R18
SPEED RATING: W (270kph)

Bridgestone Potenza 
S001
 
SIZE: 235/45R19
SPEED RATING: W (270kph)

Bridgestone Sporty 
Style MY02
 
SIZE: 215/45R17
SPEED RATING: V (240kph)

bridgestonetyres.co.nz

Nitto Invo
 
SIZE: 225/45R17 to 245/35R22
TREAD WEAR: Depends on tyre size
SPEED RATING: W (270kph) - Y (300kph)

Accelera PHI R 
 
SIZE: 205/50R16 to 245/40R20
TREAD WEAR: Depends on tyre size
SPEED RATING: W (270kph) - Y (300kph)

Neuton Sport 2
 
SIZE: 205/50R16 to 265/50R20
TREAD WEAR: Depends on tyre size
SPEED RATING:  V (240kph) - W (270kph)

nitto.co.nz

yhi.co.nz

neuton.co.nz



Coatings experts at your door

www.rali.co.nz  0800 108 008
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Paying homage to the golden era of New Zealand 
car modification with big kits, sideways number 
plates, and over-the-top paint work, Craig 
Bennetto’s B16B-powered 1992 Honda Civic 
EG is a rare sight in today’s scene. In the two 
years that he has owned it, it has been stroked 
to 1800cc through the addition of a B18 crank, 
Molnar Industries billet con rods, and Wossner 
9:1 forged pistons, with the work carried out at 
ST Automotive. Craig wasn’t content with a simple 

naturally aspirated motor and made sure to pump 
a shitload more air through the little powerhouse, 
which is compliments of a made-to-order Garrett 
T04E, built at Turbochargers NZ, which resides 
atop a Sinco Customs manifold and feeds into the 
ported and polished head combined with a pair 
of Type R camshafts. A Link G3 ECU keeps the 
package under control and ensures that the Injector 
Dynamics 1000cc injectors provide a steady flow of 
fuel into the cylinders. The interior has also received 

a snazz-up through the addition of retrimmed blue-
and-white door cards, a pair of S2000 front seats, 
and an SiR rear seat. 

The build is almost complete, having spanned 
a relatively fast six months, with only the need to fab 
up a new exhaust, plumb the turbo lines, and get a 
retune to suit the new pieces of the puzzle. 

Be sure to keep an eye out for Craig at a show 
near you in the future — his car is certainly a blast 
from the past.

DIRTY 
WHOPPERLINE
We’ve all done some dodgy modifications to 
previous (or current) cars over the years, and a 
group of guys from central Auckland enjoyed 
this so much that they coined the term ‘whopper 
performance’ to describe the backyard mechanics 
they would perform on their cars. Over a decade 
later, and after doing things a lot more tastefully in 
recent years, the boys have decided to get back 
to their roots and build a budget-as-all-hell R32 
Skyline designed to be abused between the walls of 
the likes of Meremere and Hampton Downs. 

Purchased with the change in their pockets, 
the 1990 R32 GTS-T came packing the mighty 
RB20DET engine (in pieces, of course), although 
the block and head have not been split and only 
require the addition of a few bolt-ons. The previous 
owner had grand plans for a streetable drifter, which 
put the boys in luck, as the body came sitting on 
a set of Tein Super Street adjustable coilovers and 
included Driftworks control and caster arms, a 
HICAS lock bar, front and rear adjustable camber 
arms, and adjustable toe arms. A gearbox has yet 
to be obtained, and the group will take anything 
that bolts up, but, in the meantime, they have begun 
piecing the engine back together and stripping out 
any excess weight from the interior. 

This build is a prime example of a get-out-and-
do-it attitude: they set out regardless of the costs 
and scraped together whatever parts they could 
— with more than a few Honda pieces making their 
way onto the car just to make friends with their RFB 
brethren. If it ain’t whopper, it ain’t proper. 

AUTO SALON NOSTALGIA



Coatings experts at your door

www.rali.co.nz  0800 108 008

Benjamin Baker, no stranger to the R31 Skyline range, 
bought this 1987 R31 Nissan Skyline in January this 
year. It originally housed an RB25DET with top-
mounted turbo, RB20DET gearbox, and adjustable 
suspension, and it was road legal. Stripping the body 
back revealed a bit of work was required, so it was 
decided to transform it into a track-only car. This 
also provided the perfect opportunity to complete 
an SR20DET swap, which he’d intended to do on his 
wagon (Cruise Mode, NZPC Issue No. 228).

With the lighter, better-weight-distributed 
engine in mind, Benjamin picked up a 180SX Type-X 
engine, box, ECU, and loom package that was easily 
swapped for the previous RB25 set-up. A modified 
S14 subframe holds the new engine in place, and 
allowed suspension and steering upgrades in the 
form of S13/14 hubs, STD S13 adjustable coilovers, 
and an S14 steering rack with R33 lower control arms.

Only minor pieces remain before it’s up and 
running — it requires a touch of wiring and a fuel-

pump replacement — and attention will also be 
given to the brakes, with the addition of R33 two-
pot calipers up front and a hydraulic handbrake to 
the rear. The interior will be kitted out with some 
old-school Brides or Recaros, with everything 
else stripped, and sets of Work Ewing II and SSR 
Formula Mesh wheels sit in wait for the build to be 
rolling once again. Finally, to prove that Nissans 
are like Lego, you’ll never know what model parts 
you’ll find inside.

SR THE WORLD

Staying true to the Nissan Cefiro boat like status, the 
‘RBWAKA’ A31 Cefiro is almost ready to set sail with 
a brand-new mast in the form of an ever-popular 
Big Country Labs wing. The RB25DET-powered 
boat currently features Parts Shop Max adjustable 
coilovers; Hardrace caster, toe, traction, and 
camber arms; an R33 rear subframe with GKTech 
offset solid subframe bushes; Evo IV Recaro seats; 
and custom brick headlights. 

Sitting in the garage awaiting further 
progress are the custom side skirts, an R32 GT-R 
front lip, a modified Nissan Stagea rear lip, and an 
optional boot lid with 326Power wing. 

A big fan of all things different, Bradley Smith 
opted to steer clear of fibreglass body panels and 
drop the car off to the boys at GT Refinishers for a 
full-steel custom widebody to accommodate the 
17x10-inch (+5) Avus Ruf Cyber rear wheels. The 

engine will receive a tickle-up with basic bolt-ons, 
and the plan is to use a Sinco Customs manifold, 
Garrett TA3410 turbo, and a Link G4+ ECU to look 
after the package. Word has it that the body will 
receive a lick of R33 GT-R Midnight Purple as a 
contrast to the white-with-gold-flake wheels. 

Once it’s completed, you’ll need to hide your 
wāhine, because RBWAKA will be coming for 
them.

WAHINE HUNTER



June 5
DRIFT SOUTH BATTLE ROYALE
MIKE PERO MOTORSPORT PARK, CHRISTCHURCH
One for the lot down south, the crew from the 
Canterbury Car Club is chucking on a huge event 
to celebrate the end to an awesome season of 
Drift South. The battle royal will ditch the regular 
qualifying session and run a pool system that’ll 
guarantee a minimum of three battles per driver, 
followed by the top-eight elimination battles and 
advance to the final. There will also be a big entry 
comp and team drift battles in which two to four 
drivers will team up and complete one lap of the 
track, and will be judged on standard qualifying 
criteria with an emphasis on proximity and unison 
of the team. To enter, head to driftsouth.org.nz or 
contact chris@canterburycarclub.co.nz for further 
information.

June 5
PLAYDAY ON TRACK
HAMPTON DOWNS MOTORSPORT PARK, TE KAUWHATA
Playday on Track has a long-standing reputation for 
excellently organized events, and it’s back again at 
Hampton Downs and catering to all comfort levels 
— whether it’s your first time on track, or you are a 
seasoned pro — alongside other entrants who care 
about their vehicles and safety as much as you do. 
You’re always in good company with Gary and all 
the other laid-back folk who make these events what 
they are. There are four different speed groups to 
choose from, and you’ll be sure to have an awesome 
experience in all of them. Entry is $175 per driver, and 
can be purchased at playdayontrack.co.nz.

June 19
WINTER DRAG WARS II
MEREMERE DRAGWAY, MEREMERE
Featuring some of New Zealand’s quickest street-
legal imports and rotary-powered machines, the 
Winter Drag Wars series is one of the few events in 

the country in which drivers (with a current licence, 
warrant, and rego) can compete in anything from their 
high-powered street car to their nana’s old Corolla. 
It’s split into two dial-your-own classes, one for cars 
and another for motorbikes, while grudge matches 
will run throughout the day for those who have been 
knocked out. Driver entry will open at 10.30am for 
$45, including gate fee — spectators are welcome at 
$15 at the gate, and kids under 12 are free.

June 19
ONE-HOUR RACE AND CLUBMAN SPRINTS
PUKEKOHE PARK RACEWAY, PUKEKOHE
Perfect for the weekend circuit enthusiast, this event is 
open to all competitors whose cars meet the MotorSport 
New Zealand regulations, including road-legal tyres, a 
WOF or roll cage, seat, and harness (contact the team 
for finer details). Entry for the one-hour race is $270, with 
an additional $60 if you want to enter the sprints as well. 
You can enter via the Auckland Car Club online entry 
system, simply head to aucklandcarclub.co.nz, or email 
info@commodorecarclub.org.nz for further information.

July 1–3
NEW ZEALAND WINTER DRIFT MATSURI
BRUCE MCLAREN MOTORSPORT PARK, TAUPO
New Zealand grassroots drifting at its best. While these 
events are invitation-only and sold out within days, 
if you’re a fan of catching train after train of drivers 
pushing the limits in some amazing-looking cars, you 
will want to check out the New Zealand Winter Drift 
Matsuri put on by Zeroclass. Food stalls, DJ’s, kids 
ride-alongs, team drifting and a big entry mini-comp. 
Grab your tickets from dash tickets. 

July 10
THE SURGERY SPRINT SERIES
MANFEILD, FEILDING
The Surgery Sprint Series has been a feature of the 
local club-racing calendar for over 20 years now. It 
was set up as a low-key event for those wanting to 

get into motorsport without the pressure of intense 
competition. The format is simple, a pair of vehicles 
is released onto the track at 10-second intervals and 
complete three laps from a flying start. Points are 
awarded based on the lap times a driver achieves, 
and go towards individual and club prizes. Entry 
requirements are also basic; road-legal tyres, fire-
resistant overalls, a helmet, a fire extinguisher fitted 
(with a metal bracket), a roll cage for open-top cars, 
and a MotorSport New Zealand licence (day licences 
available). Head to thesurgery.co.nz to enter — a driver 
entry fee of $90 applies.

July 16–17
CRC SPEEDSHOW 2016
ASB SHOWGROUNDS, AUCKLAND
The annual CRC Speedshow will once again 
invade the ASB Showgrounds over the weekend 
of July 16–17 with a plethora of Japanese and 
European customs, American and Australian street 
machines, hot rods, custom pickups, and bikes. 
Visit the CRC Speedshow website, speedshow.
co.nz, and click on the ‘Teng Tools Grand National 
Rod & Custom Show’ icon for more information 
and to apply for entry to the show. Keep an eye on 
facebook.com/speedshownz for more info.

July 24
NZDM DRAGSTRIP DRIFTING
MEREMERE DRAGWAY, MEREMERE
Another grassroots-level drift day on a track that 
was never intended to be drifted on, yet has one 
of the most enjoyable layouts, and caters to all 
driver skill levels — an easy excuse to chuck some 
clapped-out rims and tyres in the boot and go 
drifting. Driver entry is $100 for a full day of drifting, 
which will feature a morning warm-up, standard-
direction runs, reverse-entry sessions, lunchtime 
drop-flag grudge-match drags, and a bunch of free 
sausages on the BBQ to keep the crews fed. Check 
out the NZDM Facebook page to enter, or head to 
nzdm.co.nz for more details.
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GIG GUIDE If you have an event you’d like to see in the Gig Guide, email editor@performancecar.co.nz with all the details



Phone 03 544 8446
Email rodzridezrestorationz@xtra.co.nz 
12H Gladstone Road, Richmond, Nelson

Rodz Ridez & Restorationz

Rodz Ridez 
& Restorationz 

Limited

Bringing your 
dreams to reality

LVV Certification

 Restorations and Panel Beating
 Roof Chops and Body Drops
 All Rust Repairs
 Airbag Suspension
 Chassis Modification

09 262 0955
15B Ryan Place, Manukau City, Auckland

CYLINDER BORING AND HONING 
ENGINE BALANCING
CRANKSHAFT GRINDING

CYLINDER HEAD WORK
SURFACE GRINDING
VALVE TESTING & REFACING

www.hytechengines.co.nz

PERFORMANCE ENGINE BUILDING

facebook.com/hytechengines                @hytechengines

HYTECH 4G63 8.68 @ 161 MPH

sales@evolutionmotorsports.co.nz
www.evolutionmotorsports.co.nz

 
COOLING

Heat is your biggest enemy when it comes to performance. 

TSD Automotive applications in cars,  
trucks, heavy equipment, and motorbikes:
• radiator • transmission  

• engine • condenser  

• intercooler • oil cooler 

• two-stroke and four-stroke

Coated with TSD

TSD BN Thermal Coatings is a revolutionary  
thermal-efficiency coating that helps to improve heat-
exchange efficiency. Where TSD BN is applied, it will 

help to reduce the internal temperature by 5–20 per cent 
depending on the thermal conductivity of the surface.

Intercoolers, Radiators And Many More Applications

www.eandsheadsystems.co.nz 
03 477 5410 
head.systems@clear.net.nz 
46 Stafford Street, Dunedin

OTAGO’S ENGINE SPECIALISTS

Everything from advice about engine 
mechanical problems to solving those 
problems, helping you repair, restore 
or modify your existing engine. 

WHAT WE CAN DO

Ultrasonic cleaning 
Valve Guide Reconditioning 
Flow Testing 
Pressure Testing 
Crank Shaft Balancing & Grinding 

And much more!

OUR SERVICES
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CONTACT US TODAY

E S& HEAD  
SYSTEMS
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 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Rod Harvey Yuasa / Terry’s Chassis Shoppe Toyota Celica 6.06 @ 384kph (239mph) 

Charlie Bates Rislone  20B dragster 6.76 @ 326kph (202mph)

Brent Curran Curran Brothers Racing / Castrol Edge Mazda RX-2 6.89 @ 326kph (203mph)

Cory Abbott Terry’s Chassis Shoppe Mazda RX-7 Series 6 6.96 @ 313kph (195mph) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Robbie Ward R.I.P.S Racing Nissan R32 GT-R MGAWOT III 7.28 @ 312kph (194mph)

Reece McGregor Heat Treatments Racing Nissan Skyline R32 GT-R 7.41 @ 310kph (193mph)

Chris Kingstone-Cox Privateer/Rotamax Mazda 1300 7.68 @ 288kph (179mph)

Matt Buttimore Curran Brothers Racing Mazda RX-3 (20B) 7.74 @ 269kph (184mph)

Ben Cox RSL / NZ Car Parts Datsun 1200 coupé 7.80 @ 286kph (178mph)

Tony Markovina Mazsport Mazda RX-7 Series 5 7.84 @ 286kph (178mph) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Mathew Buttimore Curran Brothers Racing Mazda RX-4 8.13 @ 265kph (164mph)

Dean Hargreaves Rotamax Mazda RX-3 8.30 @ 260kph (162mph)

Leon Ruby Super Freight Mazda RX-7 Series 1 8.63 @ 254kph (157mph)

Tony Markovina Mazsport Mazda RX-3 (12A) 8.66 @ 246kph (153mph)

Jason Horn GRP / Hytec Engines / Top RPM Mitsubishi Lancer 8.68 @ 259kph (161mph)

Kris Robb Privateer Mazda RX-7 Series 4 8.71 @ 240kph (149mph)

Shane Herbert Mazsport Mazda RX-3 (12A) 8.82 @ 240kph (149mph)

Craig Davis  Curran Brothers Racing / Pro Tint Mazda RX-2  8.89 @ 235kph (146mph) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Robert Liu LRC Racing / Infomotive Toyota Supra RZ 9.03 @ 236kph (147mph)

Paul Norris Privateer Ford Escort MkII 9.16 @ 241kph (150mph)

Joel Marsh Rotamax Mazda RX-3 coupé  9.27 @ 238kph )148mph)

Chris Anderson Anderson Construction Ford Courier 9.46 @ 235kph (146mph)

Dick Richardson Hytech Engines / GRP Mitsubishi Evolution I 9.32 @ 241kph (150mph)

Rob Kelly NZ Car Parts Toyota Corolla KE25 9.78 @ 220kph (136mph)

Jon Peplow SPEC Performance Honda Civic EG 9.83 @ 237kph (147mph)

Tim Hawke Privateer Toyota Corolla KE20 9.87 @ 204kph (127.19mph)

Suheib Kareen M&M Racing Mitsubishi Mirage 9.89 @218.66 (135mph)

Raja Bhatti Edgell Performance Racing Mitsubishi Lancer Evo III 9.96 @ 231kph (147mph)

 DRIVER CAR TIME MPH ENGINE TRIM AS RACED  

Reece Fish  1956 Chev Bel Air 7.69 175.00 540ci twin-turbo BBC Pump gas, ET Streets
Gary Bogaart 1975 Falcon coupé 8.67 159.04 408ci Nitrous SBF C16, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Mike Black 1973 HQ Holden ute 8.71 158.01 Twin S/C 509ci BBC C16, exhaust removed, full slicks
Brendon Shearing 1971 HQ Holden Monaro 8.76 158.00 536ci SC BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Barry Plumpton 1974 HQ Holden 8.83 147.00 Nitrous 565ci SC BBC C16, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Chris Green 1984 Mazda 323 8.84 158.35 13B turbo Pump gas, full slicks
Robert Liu 1993 Toyota Supra 8.92 152.00 2JZ-GTE turbo C16, ET Streets
Aaron Thomas 1954 Ford Pop 8.84 152.00 408ci twin turbo SBC  Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Dave Moyle 1990 Ford Falcon XF ute 9.01 156.00 Nitrous 563ci BBF C16, ET Streets
Steve Wall 1966 Chev Chevelle 9.17 153.42 Procharged 540ci BBC C12, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Shane Ryland 1980 Holden Torana 9.24 148.22 LS2 turbo Pump gas, exhaust removed, full slicks
Mike Bari 1971 Chev Chevelle 9.26 148.92 Nitrous 598ci BBC C16, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Azhar Bhamji 1969 Mazda R100 9.34 148.33 13B turbo Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Aaron Jackson 1974 Holden Torana 9.42 145.46 Nitrous 496ci BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Rhys O’Mahony 1923 Ford T-bucket 9.56 137.21 383ci SBC NA Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Mike Carlton 1973 Chev Corvette 9.57 144.24 540ci SC BBC Avgas, ET Streets
Darren Riches 1954 Ford Pop 9.66 133.00 540ci BBC NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Rob McBride 1973 Plymouth Cuda 9.67 139.30 604ci Hemi NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Mike Black 1993 VR Commodore 9.69 144.01 Vortech SC 355ci Holden Avgas, exhaust removed, full slicks
Doug Stewart 1967 Chev Camaro 9.69 139.00 Nitrous 502ci SC BBC Avgas, ET Streets
Ross Whelan 1934 Ford Model Y 9.70 138.05 427ci SBC NA C14, exhaust removed, Dot Hoosiers
Tony Gera 1970 Ford Mustang 9.73 143.40 Nitrous 480ci BBF Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Daniel Southall 1969 Chev Camaro 9.77 141.62 Nitrous 406ci SBC C16, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Matt Avery  1974 Mazda RX-3 9.81 142.87 13B turbo E85, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Glenn Brewer 1972 HQ Holden ute 9.81 128.04 621ci BBC NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Warren Black 1972 Holden HQ Monaro 9.81 137.95 555ci SC BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers
Ian Mckay 1992 Mazda Familia 9.82 143.57 4G63 turbo C16, MT slicks
Ben Moorcock 1974 Mazda RX-3 9.85 145.91 13B turbo Pump gas, DOT Hoosiers
Tony Gera 1971 Chev Vega 9.85 140.00 400ci Nitrous SBC Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets
Zac Wilkinson 1987 Holden VL 9.90 138.84 408ci LS turbo Pump gas, full slicks
Ray Peterson 1970 Ford Mustang 9.94 137.27 417ci NA Windsor Pump Gas, ET Streets 
Hayden Thorn 1992 Nissan Skyline GT-R 9.97 140.48 RB26/RB30 turbo Pump gas, ET Streets
Abdul Samad 1992 Mitsubishi Evo I 9.98 138.00 4G63 turbo E85, DOT Hoosiers
Ian Rainbow 1950 Chev coupé 9.98 136.97 Nitrous 572ci BBC C16, exhaust removed, Dot Hoosiers
Matt Kriletch 1973 Falcon XA coupé 9.98 135.36 410ci BBF NA C12, exhaust removed, ET Streets
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NEW ZEALAND'S 
QUICKEST 

STREETCAR RULES

CARS MUST BE 
REGISTERED AND HAVE 
A WOF, DRIVE BACK UP 

THE RETURN ROAD, 
HAVE RACED WITHIN 

THE LAST TWO YEARS, 
AND STILL BELONG TO 
THE DRIVER WHO SET 

THE TIME.

IF YOU KNOW ANYONE 
WHO SHOULD BE ON 
THE LIST, MAKE SURE 
TO LET US KNOW BY 

EMAILING 
EDITOR@

PERFORMANCECAR.
CO.NZ 

WITH THEIR TIMESLIP



YOUR TRADE SPECIALISTS

125 Wordsworth St, Christchurch
Ph (03) 374 5000, (027) 472 5000  :  Fax (03) 365 2528

microtech new Zealand
New Zealand distributor

Packed in 20-litre kegs and 250-litre drums
DCI-11 anti-corrosive added
NZ-wide delivery (freight costs apply)

Ethanol Race Fuel E100

Questions? Contact:  
Ian Brown on 021 885 902

Buy online direct from the importer
www.southpacificethanol.co.nz

Suppliers Of Quality 
Race Fuels

Car Audio Installation

0800 2 INSTALL
352 Ferry Road, Christchurch

15% DISCOUNT OFF  
YOUR NEXT INSTALL  

when you mention  
NZ Performance Car Magazine

Your motorsport accessories,
parts & service provider

09 5749 0113  sales@namsport.co.nz

We are the leading home of car audio  
and security in the Waikato.

Custom install services and lifetime  
warranty on all our workmanship

Corner of Massey and Greenwood Street , Frankton, Hamilton

Used Japanese Nissan performance parts

Engines, conversions, gearboxes, brakes, 
adjustable suspension, wheels

www.osaka.co.nz 
03 366 8477  63 Gasson Street, Christchurch

Established 
in 2001

www.mcrautomotive.co.nz

4WD/2WD DYNO TUNING
09 444 3489 

PERFORMANCE CAR SERVICING

37 View Road, Wairau Valley, Auckland
Phone 07 849 2550

029 992 7545
100 Avalon Drive, Hamilton

BIGGEST RANGE OF PERFORMANCE PARTS 
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE

0800 566 525
www.japrace.com 

info@japrace.com
143 Antigua St, Christchurch

Aux/Bluetooth/iPod/USB 
adapters for most makes 

and models

View the range and a list of 
nationwide dealers at  

www.currentelectronics.co.nz M: 021 384 666
E: mat@thedropshop.co.nz
W: www.thedropshop.co.nz

www.conceptdynamic.co.nz
Ph.07 572 5089 Mount Maunganui
info@conceptdynamic.co.nz

 
Maintenance 



YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS

AUCKLAND
MTS PERFORMANCE
Lowest price guaranteed on wheels, tyres, and suspension
mtsp.co.nz / 021 4 TYRES (021 489 737) / 82 Wairau Road, 
Glenfield

ARROW WHEELS
NZ’s leading builder repairer refurbisher of alloy wheels for 29 years 
arrowwheels.co.nz / 09 818 8388 / 6D Westech Place, Kelston, 
Auckland

BRUGAR ENGINEERING
Mag wheel repair specialists since 1979 
magwheelrepairs.co.nz / 09 486 6832 / 7 Barrys Point Road, 
Takapuna, Auckland

WAIKATO
WORLD OF TYRES
Hamilton’s leading retailer of tyres, wheels, batteries, and wheel 
alignment servicing 
worldoftyres.co.nz / 07 847 0330 / 62 Greenwood Street, Frankton, 
Hamilton

BAY OF PLENTY
ADENS TYRES
For all tyres, suspension, mags, car parts, and accessories 
adenstyres.co.nz / 0800 ADENS TYRES (0800 233 678) / 100A 
Maleme Street, Tauranga

TARANAKI
TARANAKI TYRETORQUE LTD
Taranaki’s leading tyre/mag specialist, providing automotive services 
and customization 
tyretorque.co.nz / 06 757 5988 / 53 Molesworth St, New Plymouth

NATIONWIDE 
THE WHEEL MAGICIAN 
Specialist quality on-site repairs for kerb-damaged alloy wheels  
wheelmagician.co.nz / 0800 537 233

AUCKLAND
WAIRAU ALIGNMENT & SUSPENSION 
Automotive repair services, servicing, maintenance repairs, 
diagnostics, suspension, and wheel alignment 
wairaualignment.co.nz / 09 444 4994 / 27 Wairau Road, Glenfield, 
Auckland

WAIKATO
GET LOW CUSTOMS 
We specialize in air suspension parts, installs, and custom fabrication 
getlowcustoms.co.nz / 027 247 2247 / 138 Riverlea Road, Hillcrest, 
Hamilton

AUCKLAND
AUCKLAND ENGINE REBUILDERS 
From the latest to the oldest, we can rebuild it 
enginerebuilders.co.nz / 09 589 1280 / 2 Botha Road, Penrose, 
Auckland

AUTO SUPER SHOPPE MAYNE 
Seven days a week for WOFs, car repairs, servicing, brakes, tyres 
mayneautomotive.co.nz / 09 622 2449 / Corner Selwyn and Princes 
Sreets, Onehunga, Auckland

GLENDENE ENGINE RECONDITIONERS 
60 years experience in engine reconditioning, servicing, and repairs 
ger.co.nz / 09 818 5352 / 31D Cartwright Road, Kelston, Auckland

JOSHUA MOTORS 
A team of expert car mechanics and vehicle repair specialists 
09 360 8218 / 400 Great North Road, New Lynn, Auckland

E&H MOTORS 
Dyno tuning, engine and gearbox rebuilding, street car racing 
preparation, general services 
ehmotors.co.nz / 09 238 8987 / 179 Manukau Road, Pukekohe, 
Auckland

WAIKATO
TUNING & PERFORMANCE 
Dyno tuning and automotive repair specialists 
Facebook: Tuning and Performance / 07 849 2550 / 100 Avalon 
Drive, Hamilton

NOSTALGIA MOTORS  
Mechanical repairs and maintenance, WOFs, LVV certification, lapsed 
regos, noise testing, modifications 
nostalgiamotors.co.nz / 07 846 1623 / 4E Wickham Street, 
Hamilton

TE RAPA AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS – DYNO TUNING 
SPECIALISTS 
Hamilton’s ‘Engine Whisperers’ — guaranteed to deliver tuning 
expertise and professionalism 
terapaauto.co.nz / 07 849 6722 / 14 Northway Street, Te Rapa, 
Hamilton

MITSI SPARES 
Full range of mechanical services and quality Mitsi parts inventory 
mitsispares.co.nz / 07 848 1808 / 11 Wickham Street, Frankton, 
Hamilton

BAY OF PLENTY
DYNOPOWER
Performance dynotune and fabrication 
Facebook: Dynopower / 07 578 3332 / 99 Birch Avenue, Judea, 
Tauranga 

CONCEPT DYNAMIC MOTORSPORTS
Dyno tune, fabrication, and general repairs/service 
conceptdynamic.co.nz / 07 572 5089 / 5 Hocking Street, Mount 
Maunganui, Tauranga

TARANAKI
WAIWAKAIHO AUTO SERVICES LIMITED
Car repairs, air conditioning services, to fine tuning — all makes and 
models 
waiwakaihoautos.co.nz / 06 757 9177 / 651 Devon Street, 
Waiwhakaiho, New Plymouth

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
REARDRIVE AUTOS LIMITED
All mechanical repairs, wheels, tyres, suspension, batteries, clutches 
and brakes 
reardriveautos.co.nz / 06 355 2757 / Unit 3, 66 Bourke Street, 
Palmerston North

WELLINGTON
TMS RACING 
Experienced dyno tuning with full racing workshop for all your needs  
troysmechanical.co.nz / 027 612 2312 / 5 Burn Street, Levin 

CANTERBURY
KENNELLY CAMS 
Custom camshafts, performance cylinder heads, race engines, flow 
bench, dyno 
kcams.co.nz / 03 366 3378 / 6 Battersea Street, Sydenham, 
Christchurch

RE SINCLAIR 
Experts in performance car modification, service, and tuning 
resinclair.co.nz / 03 389 2126 / 35 Stanmore Road, Phillipstown, 
Christchurch 

NATIONWIDE
MICROTECH NZ  
Producing a range of affordable high quality engine management 
systems 
microtechnz.co.nz / 027 472 5000 / Nationwide

AUCKLAND
SOUTH PACIFIC ETHANOL 
Suppliers of quality race fuels 
southpacificethanol.co.nz / 021 885 902 / 20 Bledisloe Street, 
Cockle Bay,

RECHARGE BATTERIES 
Battery revitalizer and conditioner 
recharge.net.nz / 0800 36 66 36 / PO Box 350, Pukekohe, Auckland

NATIONWIDE
FUELSTAR 
Fuelstar fuel combustion catalysts for less fuel, cleaner air  
fuelstar.com 

AUCKLAND
SANDBROOKS
Race car heated windscreens, curved plastic window specialists, 
CFRP CNC tooling 
sandbrooks.co.nz / 09 278 9816 / 39 Noel Burnside Road, 
Papatoetoe, Auckland

WAIKATO
SINCO CUSTOMS 
Fabrication specialists 
sincocustoms.co.nz / 07 847 3392 / 47A Bryant Road, Te Rapa, 
Hamilton

VALLEY CUSTOM 
Quality design and fabrication from individual components through to 
‘turn key’ cars 
Facebook: Valley Custom / 07 823 4647 / 26 Matos Segedin Drive, 
Cambridge

THE LAB LIMITED 
General automotive in light engineering and fabrication 
thelab.nz / 027 278 9691 / Unit 2/48 Tawn Place, Pukete, Hamilton 

CANTERBURY
BURKES METALWORKS 
From chassis to steering wheel, we offer top quality custom bodywork 
burkesmetal.com / 03 349 4413 / 7 Mountview Place, Hornby, 
Christchurch

RUSTORATIONS 
Fabrication, superior quality restorations, workmanship you can trust 
rustorations.co.nz / 03 374 6330 / 7 Penn Place, Riccarton, 
Christchurch

SOUTHLAND
COVENTRY CLASSICS LTD 
Classic Jaguar recreations in alloy 
coventry-classics.com / 03 208 0748 / 20 Oldham Street, Gore
 

AUCKLAND
NEIL ALLPORT MOTORSPORTS 
Your motorsport accessories, parts, and service provider 
neilallportmotorsport.co.nz / 09 579 0113 / 34 Olive Road, Penrose, 
Auckland

STAHLCAR AUTO DIAGNOSTICS 
Car diagnostic specialists 
stahlcar.co.nz / PO Box 11-698, Ellerslie, Auckland  

OUT WEST TINTING AND WRAPS 
Vehicle window tinting, vehicle wrapping, and mobile tinting service 
owt.co.nz / 0800 649 32 / 122 Railside Road, Henderson, Auckland

ALL SUBARU PARTS WORLD 
Subaru specialists; panel, mechanical, and everything in between. 
Full workshop 
aspw.co.nz / 0800 278 2278 / 114 Kitchener Road, Waiuku, South 
Auckland  

BAY OF PLENTY
NZ CLASSIC CAR MIRRORS & ACCESSORIES 
Original classic styles from the original English manufacturer 
classiccarmirrors.com / 07 571 3119 / 75 Churchill Road, Tauranga

USA STREETWEAR  
NZ’s No. 1 American muscle car apparel supplier 
usastreetwear.co.nz / 07 863 9082 / Bradford Street, Waihi

CANTERBURY
JAPANESE RACE SUPPLIES 

SUSPENSION / STEERING
COILOVERS, SHOCKS AND SPRINGS, STEERING JOINTS, AND SUSPENSION COMPONENTS

MECHANICAL SERVICES
SERVICING, MODIFICATION, TUNING, RE-POWERS, AND ENGINE BUILDS

CONSUMABLES
OILS, ADDITIVES FLUIDS, FUELS AND WORKSHOP CONSUMABLES

WHEELS / TYRES
MAGS, TYRES, WHEEL ALIGNMENTS, WHEEL BALANCING, AND REPAIRS

FABRICATION
NEED SOME CUSTOM WORK? MAYBE A NEW EXHAUST, ROLL CAGE, INTERCOOLER OR CATCH CAN

PARTS / ACCESSORIES
GENERALIST PARTS SUPPLY, PERFORMANCE PARTS, OEM REPLACEMENT PARTS AND BOLT-ONS



Biggest range of performance parts — best price guarantee! 
japrace.com / 0800 566 525  / 143 Antigua Street, Christchurch

KELFORD CAMTECH 
New performance camshafts, regrinds, valve springs, stainless valves 
kelfordcams.co.nz / 0800 338 000 / 15 Kennaway Road, Woolston, 
Christchurch

OSAKA AUTO PARTS 
Used Japanese Nissan performance parts 
osaka.co.nz / 03 366 8477 / Christchurch

SOUTHLAND
E HAYES 
The one-stop shop that’s got the lot 
ehayes.co.nz / 03 218 2059 / 168 Dee Street, Invercargill

NATIONWIDE
MOUNT SHOP 
Quality guaranteed! 
mountshop.co.nz / 0508 86 66 86 / Henderson, Penrose, Hamilton, 
Palmerston North, Christchurch

AUTO CONNECT 
Holden and Ford quality body kits, ute hard-lids, spoilers 
spoilers.co.nz / 0508 776 453 / 46 Waione Street, Petone, 
Wellington

MINIBITZ 
Providing a complete service for all classic Minis 
minibitz.co.nz / 09 837 0040/ 50 Keeling Rd, Henderson, Auckland

AUCKLAND
HOTWIRE AUTO ELECTRICAL 
Car audio and security professionals 
hotwirenz.co.nz / 09 813 2460 / 4099 Great North Road, Kelston, 
Auckland

DASHBOARD RESTORATIONS 
Have your classic’s dashboard restored to a long-lasting factory-new 
finish  
dashboardrestorations.co.nz / 09 444 4211 / 3/54 Ellice Road, 
Glenfield

WIRI AUTO ELECTRICAL 
For all auto electrical repairs for classic cars and daily runners 
wiriauto.com / 09 262 2660 / 121 Plunket Avenue, Wiri, Auckland

JAY BEE AUTO ELECTRICAL 
GPS, alarms, air conditioning, re-wires, stereos, reverse cameras 
batteries, stereos 
jaybeeautoelectrical.com / 09 620 7813 / 156 Stoddard Road,  
Mt Roskill

GT AUTO SOURCE 
LED, HID, halogen — your local automotive lighting specialist 
gtautosource.co.nz / 09 375 0007 / 7B Morgan Street, Newmarket, 
Auckland

WAIKATO
MAD SOUNDZ 
Car and marine audio 
madsoundz.co.nz / 07 572 3597 / 122 Hewletts Road, Mount 
Maunganui

TRENDS CAR AUDIO & ALARMS  
Leading home of car audio and security in the Waikato 
trendshamilton.co.nz / 07 846 6340 / Corner of Massey and 
Greenwood Street, Frankton, Hamilton

BAY OF PLENTY
ACTION CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY 
Fittings, upholstery, covers, carpet, accessories, trimming, installation, 
repairs 
07 574 1888 / 23A Hewletts Road, Mount Maunganui, Tauranga

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
CLASSIC & CUSTOM MOTOR TRIMMERS 
Specializing in classic cars and hot rods 
ccmt.co.nz / 06 357 0835 / Unit 1, 209 John F Kennedy Drive, 
Palmerston North

CANTERBURY
CURRENT ELECTRONICS 
Electronics wholesaler 
currentelectronics.co.nz / 0800 401 857 / 11 Elgin Street, 
Sydenham, Christchurch

SOUNDWORKS 
Car audio installation 
soundworks.net.nz / 0800 2 INSTALL (0800 246 782 55) / 352 
Ferry Road, Christchurch

PROTECT AUTO SOUND 
Sound and security specialists 
protectauto.co.nz / 0800 HOOK IT (0800 466 548) / Unit 2/75 
Blenheim Road, Christchurch

NATIONWIDE
AVS CAR SECURITY 
Specialists in vehicle security including alarms, GPS tracking and 
safety 
avscarsecurity.com / 0800 438 862 / Resellers nationwide

 
 

AUCKLAND
AUTOMOTIVE BLASTING
Comprehensive media blasting service specializing in classic cars
09 2384298 / 0272902076 / 12A Subway Road,  
Pukekohe, Auckland

KIWK STRIP 
Specialists in paint stripping and rust removal 
Facebook: Kiwk Strip Ltd / 09 828 1462 / 40 Patiki Road, Avondale, 
Auckland

CUSTOM METALSHAPERS LTD 
Quality workmanship for valuable cars 
custommetalshapers.com / 09 274 3574 / 8 Newark Place, East 
Tamaki, Auckland

DOMINION PANEL & PAINT 
Masters of quality, V8 specialist – Call Rob for a quote 
09 815 5521 / 16 Morningside Drive, Sandringham, AKL

WAIKATO
MATAMATA PANELWORKS 
Award-winning classic car restoration and custom paint work 
panelworks.co.nz / 07 888 7831 / 23A Waihou Street, Matamata

MUSCLE CAR FABRICATIONS 
Quality restoration, custom fabrication, radiator repairs, fibreglass 
repairs  
Facebook: Muscle Car Fabrications / 07 888 4295 / 55 Firth 
Street, Matamata

BAY OF PLENTY
WAX ATTACK VALET & WHITEWALL TYRES BOP 
Full vehicle valet, whitewall tyre enhancement, cut and polishing 
professionals  
waxattackmobilevalet.co.nz / 07 577 9999 / 283B Fraser Street, 
Tauranga

TARANAKI
RE AUTOMOTIVE 
Paint and mechanical workshop 
Facebook: RE Automotive / 06 765 7656 / 32 Fenton Street, 
Stratford

COUNTRY CLASSIC CARS 
Old skool bodywork, painting, airbrushing, and all other restoration 
needs 
countryclassiccars.co.nz / 06 324 8884 / 699 Rongotea Road, 
Palmerston North

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
RESTORATIONS UNLIMITED 
Complete auto body restoration services 
restorationclassiccar.co.nz / 06 345 5515 / 199 Ingestre Street, 
Whanganui

CANTERBURY
AEROTECH 
Quality body-kit manufacturer 
aerotech.co.nz / 03 384 3629 / 16A Maces Road, Christchurch

AUTOTECH PANEL & PAINT 
Full restoration and minor repairs, paint suppliers, and tyre fitting 
autotechpnp@yahoo.co.nz / 03 988 5415 / 50 Redruth Street, 
Timaru

NATIONWIDE 
FINAL TOUCH  
Stonechip / dent repairs, paint sealants, detailing, bumper repair, 
wheel restoration   
finaltouch.co.nz / 0800 346 258 / Nationwide

 
 

AUCKLAND
CAR VALUATIONS NZ LTD 
Auto valuers and auto private investigators 
carvaluation.co.nz / 027 496 0820 / Takapuna, Auckland

XPERT WINDOW TINTING & SIGNAGE 
Automotive, marine, commercial — we provide mobile services 
throughout Auckland 
xperttinting.co.nz / 09 299 3728 / 179A Great South Rd, Takanini, 
Auckland

MR. MUFFLER 
Specialists in mufflers and exhausts 
09 636 6622 / 149 Station Road, Penrose, Auckland

CAR STEREO SPECIALISTS 
Car audio and security, GPS tracking, insurance assessments and 
repairs 
carstereospecialists.co.nz / 021 823 232 / Mobile service

CRACK SPECIALISTS LTD 
Windscreen repairs/headlight restoration. Certified windscreen repairs 
for COF/WOF passes 
crackspecialists.co.nz / 021 844 885 / Mobile service

CANTERBURY
GEARTECH AUTOMOTIVE 
Gearbox, differential, clutch specialists since 1983, covering all major 
manufacturers 
geartech.co.nz / 06 354 7590 / 334 Tremaine Ave, Palmerston North

OTAGO
PICTURE VEHICLES 
The only dedicated, enclosed vehicle transporter operating nationwide 
evey week 
picturevehicles.co.nz / 0800 259 010 / Cromwell

NATIONWIDE
HIGH PERFORMANCE COATINGS 
Exhaust coatings, piston coatings, turbo coatings, and much more 
hpcoatings.co.nz / 09 267 1007 / Unit O/62 Mahia Rd, Manurewa, 
Auckland

CAR VALUATIONS NZ LTD 
Car valuations and investigations — nationwide — where we’re 
needed 
carvaluation.co.nz / 0800 5000 40 / Nationwide

AUCKLAND
JUST BRAKES 
Specializing in brake component overhauling for classic and race cars 
09 579 4666 / 340B Church Street, Penrose, Auckland

STERLING CLUTCH & BRAKE 
All brakes for all makes, including caliper overhaul and cylinder 
reconditioning 
sterlingbrake.co.nz / 09 636 4919 / 55 Neilson Street, Onehunga, 
Auckland

DIFFS R US 
Not only diffs, also chassis fabrications, suspension, tubbing, custom 
body modifications 
09 270 0855 / 4A Kaka Street, Otahuhu, Auckland

WAIKATO
ROCKET TRANSMISSIONS 
Providing top quality auto and transmission repair services since 1980 
rockettransmissions.co.nz / 07 829 8217 / 1313 Horotui Road, 
Hamilton

INTERIOR / ELECTRICAL
ALL THINGS AUTO-ELECTRICAL, AUDIO AND UPHOLSTERY

PANEL, PAINT, EXTERIOR
PANEL BEATING, PAINTING, CUSTOM BODY WORK, BODY PARTS AND EXTERIOR EQUIPMENT

SERVICES
VALUATIONS, INSURANCE, SHIPPING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

DRIVELINE/ BRAKES
BRAKES, GEARBOXES, DIFFS, DRIVESHAFTS, AND AXLE PARTS AND REPLACEMENTS

Have your business listed here for only $10 a week  — email advertising@parkside.co.nz



Oddballs like Joel Honey’s 1927 Ford Model T just 
don’t come along often enough, if you ask us. The 12A 
bridgeport-powered rat rod was a mash-up of a custom 
chassis, Model T cowl, and an RX323 driveline. In true rat 
rod fashion, it was built to meet a very tight deadline, taking 
only four weeks, which is impressive in anyone’s world. It 
might not be everyone’s cup of tea, and it certainly never 
became legal, but it was different, it was cool, and it got 
people talking and thinking — the very things any build 
should do, no matter what it is that’s being pieced together.

ROTARY RAT 
ROD 

NEXT MONTH

Ph. 0800 727 574 
GIVEAMAG.CO.NZ

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
FROM ONLY $49 FOR SIX MONTHS, YOU’LL GET 
NZPC DELIVERED BEFORE IT HITS THE STORES, 

SAVE A BUNCH OF CASH, AND BE IN TO WIN 
GREAT PRIZES EACH MONTH

FRANKENSTEIN
AN R34 THAT’S HALF   

SUPRA, AND HALF 
GT-R, BUT WITH 

TWICE THE DOORS 

BROTHERS WITH 
BOOST 

TWO STUPID-FAST 
FIRST-GEN EVOS

GRUMPY GRANDAD
TERRORIZING THE 

STREETS IN A QUAD-
ROTOR PP RX-3 

FACE TO FACE
AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MR ROCKET BUNNY, 

KEI MIURA 

A REAL-DEAL 
DTM M3 + DIY OIL-
COOLER BUILD + 

RAPID HONDA CUP 
CONTENDER 

NZPC  
ISSUE NO. 236 ON 

SALE JUNE 27

BACK ISSUE 
REVIEW

Every month we take a trip down memory lane and have a quick look at a 
back issue we’ve got sitting in the archives. Whether it’s a feature car we 
think was epic for the time or a tech article we feel is still relevant nowadays, 
it’ll give you a good indication of how times have changed and a chance to 
get your hands on that vital copy you’re missing for your stash. Each issue is 
still available until it runs out, so if there’s one you wouldn’t mind grabbing, 
head to magstore.nz.

magstore.nz 

The dual feature on Sam and Robbie Longley’s 
Mazda RX-2 and Mazda 808 estate went down in 
history as one of the most enjoyable photo shoots 
we have ever attended, thanks to the antics that 
went down on the skidpad and driveway. Both cars 
had been around the local rotary scene for some 
time, but neither in the resurrected combination 
the brothers had gone for — Sam with his 373kW 
(500hp) 13B turbo, big-lip Simmons, and detailed 

interior, and Robbie’s estate with an injected 13B PP, 
four-link rear, and 15-inch Work Meisters. Robbie 
summed the builds up perfectly: “We build them 
beautiful but we build them tough.”

Sam has since passed on the RX-2 and 
replaced it with another purple RX-2, this time with 
a 10-second 20B PP, and the wagon is still owned 
by Robbie and is about to hit the streets with its own 
three rotor, so watch this space.
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LONGLEY BROS 

Quite possibly the toughest R32 GT-R to ever 
roam the streets of Auckland, Allen Cho’s R32 
was, and still is, nothing short of badass. At the 
time, it was putting out 488kW to the wheels on 
29psi thanks to an HKS twin-turbo kit and an 
N1 block stuffed full of all the best components 
that Tomei and Trust had to offer. It wasn’t 
just the engine bay that was stacked, though, 
with suspension upgrades that were also awe 
inspiring to any R32 owner. Allan ran a best of 
10.89s at Meremere on pump fuel and water/
methanol injection. When you think JDM muscle, 
this is this the car you should visualize. We still 
spot the car at events from time to time, and it is 
still driven the way it deserves to be. 

104  themotorhood.com/performancecar
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,
ll  

getyou  
over the 
finish  
line

0800 KASPA NZ
www.kaspa.co.nz

follow us

north shore / otahuhu / silverdale



OLE JOHAN, Chief Mechanic

Petter Solberg s rallycross car is maintained by me and my Teng Tools storage unit TCMM1055N. It’s filled with 
1055 pieces in 51 tool sets. All chosen by me, according to my preferences. For some, things organised 
perfectly might seem boring, but when it comes to chasing seconds, it’s vital. Welcome to our world!

POLE POSITION  
ACCORDING TO TENG

For stockists visit tengtools.co.nz


