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The main stories... 4 NEWS 

What happened 
Amid signs of progress in the war against 
ISIS, President Obama this week asked 
Congress to formally approve the use of 
military force against the Islamist radicals 
in Syria and Iraq for three more years. In a 
carefully worded compromise designed to 
appease both hawks and doves, the resolu-
tion asks for congressional authorization 
for a “limited” engagement, with a prohibi-
tion on “enduring offensive ground combat 
operations.” Obama said his proposal 
would, however, authorize “ground combat 
operations in limited circumstances,” 
including rescue operations and special forces operations to “take 
military action against ISIL leadership.” In his request, the presi-
dent said ISIS poses a threat to the region and to “U.S. national 
security,” and he cited four American hostages killed by the group, 
including Kayla Mueller, an American aid worker whose death 
was confirmed this week. (See page 9.) 
 
On the battlefield, U.S.-led airstrikes and ground assaults by 
Kurdish and Iraqi forces have dealt ISIS a series of defeats. Kurd-
ish fighters recently retook the Syrian town of Kobani, and Iraqi 
government troops forced the Sunni extremist group out of Diyala 
province, northeast of Baghdad. Iraqi and Kurdish forces have also 
made significant gains in the strategically important Iraqi cities of 
Baiji and Samarra, and cut off the main supply route to ISIS-held 
Mosul, which will be the focus of a major offensive in coming 
months. American officials believe 6,000 militants have been killed 
since airstrikes began in August, including half of ISIS’s “top com-
manders.” In an interview this week, Secretary of State John Kerry 
said the U.S. was “on the road” to defeating ISIS.

What the editorials said 
ISIS is now learning that terrorism can “turn with a vengeance 
against those who inflict it,” said The New York Times. When the 
group released its gruesome video of a captured Jordanian pilot be-
ing immolated, the Middle East “erupted in fury.” Jordan unleashed 
dozens of airstrikes on ISIS positions in Syria, and the United Arab 
Emirates launched its first air attacks since December. ISIS now faces 
“potent censure and opposition from people across the region.” 

ISIS is definitely hurting, said The Econo-
mist. Airstrikes have destroyed many 
of the group’s captured oil installations, 
reducing its oil revenue from $2.4 million 
a day last June to $750,000 today. And 
ISIS’s “aura of invincibility” has been 
punctured by its defeat in Kobani, where 
1,000 militants were killed. Still, new 
foreign fighters are joining its ranks, and 
unless the U.S. and its allies can decide 
what to do about the chaos in Syria, “ISIS 
will at most be contained.’’ 

What the columnists said 
Inside ISIS, cracks are developing, said Jamie Dettmer in The 
DailyBeast.com. Sources in Syria say there have been “sharp 
divisions” among militants over what to do with hostages, and 
hundreds of fighters have been executed for desertion. The group 
is also splitting into factions: Gulf Arabs envy the power of the 
Iraqis, who form the core of the leadership, while North African 
recruits complain they are being treated as “cannon fodder” and 
receiving none of the “spoils of war.” 
 
Clearly, ISIS “has miscalculated,” said Aaron David Miller in the 
Los Angeles Times. But will the widespread revulsion of its sav-
agery lead to “more effective and concerted action” by neighbor-
ing Arab states? Unlikely. Having seen what ISIS does to prisoners 
of war, the rulers of Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates will be even less inclined to deploy the ground 
troops so desperately needed. 
 
Ultimately, it’ll have to be the Iraqi army that leads the fight, said 
Kenneth Pollack in The New York Times. U.S. officials believe a 
smaller, retrained Iraqi force will be ready to launch a huge offen-
sive this year. But “political progress has not kept pace with the 
military campaign.” Iraq’s army is still “overwhelmingly Shiite,” 
and most of its recent successes have been spearheaded by Shiite 
militias. If these same militias also lead the drive into Sunni heart-
lands, the Sunnis will see them as “a conquering Shiite army,” 
and Iraq will again descend into civil war. To defeat ISIS, the U.S. 
must press for true “political reconciliation” between Iraq’s Shi-
ites and Sunnis—a difficult, “but hardly impossible’’ task.
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Victorious Iraqi Shiite fighters in Diyala province

Yasir Moore wanted to look sharp for his first job 
interview at a local Chick-fil-A, so the 15-year-old 
stopped into a Target store in Raleigh, N.C., to buy a tie. 
But when the store didn’t have any clip-ons, employee 
Dennis Roberts showed Moore how to tie his own, then 

offered some advice 
on acing the interview. 
When another customer 
posted a photo of the 
encounter, it quickly 
went viral. “I was 
amazed,” said Moore, 
who returned to thank 
Roberts after landing a 
second interview. “In 
the world today, you 
don’t see a lot of good 
things that happen.”

Ronald Read had a secret. The 
former gas station attendant who 
died last June at 92 lived frugally, 
driving an old Toyota and scaveng-
ing for fallen branches to fuel his 
word-burning stove. So his fellow 
residents of Dummerston, Vt., 
were shocked to learn that Read 
had bequeathed $6 million to the 
local library and hospital. “Invest-
ing and cutting wood,” said Read’s 
lawyer, Laurie Rowell. “He was 
good at both.” Not even Read’s 
family knew about his fortune. 
“He was a hard worker,” said his 
stepson, Phillip Brown. “But I 
don’t think anybody had any idea 
he was a multimillionaire.” 

A 17-year-old Montreal student has 
used her high school science project 
to develop a medical device that could 
help millions of people. Inspired by her 
time volunteering at a hospital dialysis 
unit, Anya Pogharian sought to build a 
cheaper, more efficient dialysis machine 
to treat patients with kidney failure. 
At $400, her device costs around one 
60th of a traditional machine, and could 
someday allow patients to undergo 
treatments at home. “It’s not easy to 
make your way to the hospital three 
times a week,” said Pogharian, who has 
been offered an internship at a Quebec 
hospital to further test her invention.

It wasn’t all bad

Moore, right, thanks Roberts



... and how they were covered
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Memory is a slippery thing. Think back to your first day at school 
or last job interview, and the clarity of your recollections might 
convince you that memory works like a digital camera, recording ev-

erything we see and do. This belief in the infallibility of memory might explain some of the outrage 
that followed NBC news anchor Brian Williams’s admission that he’d “misremembered” being on 
board a helicopter that was shot down over Iraq in 2003 (See Talking points). Williams’s excuse 
smacks of dishonesty—I think I’d remember whether or not I was almost blown out of the sky—yet 
studies have repeatedly shown just how unreliable memory can be. Of the first 250 U.S. prisoners 
who were exonerated by DNA evidence, 76 percent had been wrongly identified by an eyewitness, 
according to the Innocence Project. Psychologists have found it easy to plant false memories by 
using digitally altered photos to convince test subjects they were attacked by an animal as a child 
or witnessed a demonic possession.
   It’s entirely possible, of course, that Williams deliberately gilded his memories to appear more  heroic—
but that’s also not unusual. Researchers have found that people tend to misremember to their ben-
efit: We recall voting when we didn’t or giving more generously to charity than we did. Revising the 
past to make yourself a little braver and kinder can actually be beneficial. People suffering from de-
pression, studies show, recall past events more accurately than the rest of us. “A little bit of memory 
distortion might be good for people,” says Elizabeth Loftus, an expert in false memories. To some 
degree, we are all liars. Williams’s mistake was to do his lying on national TV.

THE WEEK

European and Russian leaders appeared close to final-
izing a cease-fire deal in eastern Ukraine this week, as 
fighting intensified between Ukrainian government 
troops and Russian-backed separatists. The high-
stakes talks in the Belarusian capital of Minsk, at-
tended by the leaders of Russia, Ukraine, Germany, 
and France, centered on a Franco-German peace 
proposal that would create a 20-mile-wide demili-
tarized zone in the east and see both sides pull back 
their heavy weapons. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel told Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin that if he blocked the deal, Moscow would face addi-
tional economic sanctions, further damaging Russia’s already crip-
pled economy. President Obama said he would wait for the out-
come of the talks before deciding whether to provide arms to 
Ukraine’s hard-pressed forces. But Nikolai Patrushev, the head of 
the Kremlin’s security council, warned that a U.S. decision to arm 
Kiev would cause the conflict to “escalate only further.”

“It’s time to get real over Putin,” said Roger Cohen in The New 
York Times. Cease-fire or not, the Russian leader has repeatedly 

shown he won’t “settle for anything less than a weak Ukraine.” 
The West should talk in “a language Moscow under-

stands: anti-tank missiles, battlefield radars, reconnais-
sance drones.” Giving Kiev weapons to ensure that 

more Russian soldiers go home in body bags will 
soon “change Putin’s cost-benefit analysis.”

You’ve got Putin all wrong, said Stephen Walt in 
ForeignPolicy.com. The Russian leader isn’t an am-
bitious aggressor but the head of a “declining great 
power” struggling to “preserve a modest sphere of 
influence over its borders.” By trying to lure Ukraine 
closer to Europe and NATO, the West backed Putin 

into a corner and provoked an entirely predictable conflict. The 
only way to de-escalate now is to do “whatever it takes to convince 
Russia that we want Ukraine to be a neutral state in perpetuity.”

Where does that leave Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko? 
asked Stephen Sestanovich in WSJ.com. If a cease-fire is agreed to 
that cements the rebels’ territorial gains, he will have to sell that 
deal to the “hotheads” in Kiev’s parliament and the “freelance na-
tionalist militias on the front lines.” But Poroshenko knows that 
Putin’s rebels have defied the West before and grabbed more terri-
tory. “What will dissuade them from trying again?” 

Alabama’s top judge triggered a constitutional showdown this 
week after he ordered state officials to defy a federal court order 
allowing same-sex marriages, resulting in widespread confusion. 
Gay couples in some counties were allowed to marry, while others 
were turned away at courthouse doors. Alabama Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Roy Moore denounced a federal judge’s decision to 
overturn Alabama’s ban on same-sex marriage as “judicial tyr-
anny” and instructed probate judges not to issue marriage licenses 
to gay couples. The U.S. Supreme Court, which is expected to rule 
by June on whether there is a constitutional right to gay marriage, 
this week declined to halt same-sex marriages in Alabama.

“Not since the bouncing bluster of George Wallace a half- 
century ago has Alabama seen the kind of rank demagoguery 
displayed by Chief Justice Roy Moore,” said the Montgomery, 
Ala., Advertiser in an editorial. This is the same judge who was 
removed from office in 2003 for refusing to take down a monu-

ment to the Ten Commandments he’d installed at the state judi-
cial building. He lost that legal battle, and he’ll lose this one, too.

But Moore has the backing of many in his state, said David Gra-
ham in TheAtlantic.com. While a majority of Americans favor 
same-sex marriage, polls show that only 32 percent of Alabam-
ans support same-sex unions. It’s “not surprising” that such a 
legal showdown would occur in a state that also dragged its feet 
on desegregation and legalizing interracial marriage. 

Alabamans better get used to the idea of marriage equality, be-
cause the Supreme Court has “effectively admitted” that it will 
soon be the law of the land, said Mark Joseph Stern in Slate.com. 
Justice Clarence Thomas complained in a dissent that the court’s 
refusal to block gay unions in Alabama will “be seen as a signal 
of the court’s intended resolution” of the issue this summer. He’s 
right: The justices wouldn’t have allowed hundreds of happy cou-
ples to wed if they intended to tear up their marriage licenses a 
few months later.

Chasing peace in Ukraine

Alabama’s gay-marriage chaos

Putin and Merkel

Theunis Bates

Editor-in-chief: William Falk 
Managing editors: Theunis Bates, Carolyn O’Hara 
Deputy editor/International: Susan Caskie  
Deputy editor/Arts: Chris Mitchell Senior editors: Harry 
Byford, Sergio Hernandez, Hallie Stiller, Jon Velez-Jackson, 
Brendan O’Connor, Frances Weaver 
Art director: Dan Josephs Photo editor: Loren Talbot 
Copy editors: Peter J. McLaughlin, Jay Wilkins  
Chief researcher: Dale Obbie Researcher: Christina Colizza 
Contributing editors: Ryan Devlin, Bruno Maddox 
EVP, sales: Tim Koorbusch VP, sales: Molly Bechert VP, 
marketing: Tara Mitchell Ad director, East Coast: John 
Guehl N.Y. directors: Molly Hollister, Lisa Isoldi N.Y. 
manager: Albert Neudeck Detroit director: Don Schulz 
Midwest director: Erin Sesto Northwest account 
directors: William Murray, Steve Thompson Southeast 
director: Ed Kobylus Southwest director: Matt Estrada 
Integrated marketing director: Yasir Salem Integrated 
marketing manager: Adam Clement Research and 
insights manager: Joan Cheung Promotions manager: 
Jennifer Castellano Marketing coordinator: Jessica 
Estremera Ad operations and sales planning director: 
Cody Baker
Chief financial officer: Kevin E. Morgan  
Director of financial reporting: Arielle Starkman  
EVP, consumer marketing: Sara O’Connor  
Associate circulation director: Peter Corbett  
Digital and print production director: Sean Fenlon 
Production manager: Kyle Christine Darnell  
HR/operations manager: Joy Hart
Advisers: Robert G. Bartner, Peter Godfrey  
Chairman: John M. Lagana
U.K. founding editor: Jolyon Connell

Company founder: Felix Dennis



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Obama: Comparing ISIS’s atrocities to the Crusades
You have to wonder sometimes if President Obama even believes 
the shallow, condescending nonsense that comes out of his mouth, 
said Michael Auslin in NationalReview.com, or if he just says 
things “to send conservatives into a tizzy.” At the National Prayer 
Breakfast last week, just days after the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria burned a captured Jordanian pilot alive, our 
“scold-in-chief” decided this was just the moment to 
lecture Christians on the sins of their own religion. 
“Lest we get on our high horse,” said Obama, who 
seldom dismounts from his own, we should “remem-
ber that during the Crusades and the Inquisition, peo-
ple committed terrible deeds in the name of Christ.” 
He then added that “slavery and Jim Crow all too 
often was justified in the name of Christ.” Obama’s 
simplistic history lesson was “true enough,” said 
Peter Wehner in CommentaryMagazine.com, but he failed to add  
that the people who fought and overthrew slavery and segregation 
were also motivated by deep Christian belief. And if Obama were 
sincere about engaging in religious self-criticism, he’d need not go 
back 1,000 years: He could have apologized for happily sitting in 
the pews for years as his own pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, 
spewed racist conspiracy theories, and justified the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks as America’s “chickens coming home to roost.” 

Slavery and Jim Crow do not go back 1,000 years, said Ta-Nehisi 
Coates in TheAtlantic.com. In 1861, Confederate Vice President 
Alexander Stephens justified the war over slavery by explaining 
that God had designed black people as “inferior” and fit only for 
“subordination.” The Confederacy, Stephens said, was a nation 
founded “in conformity with the ordinance of the Creator.” About 
750,000 Americans were slaughtered because Southerners clung so 
insistently to that belief. And for more than a century afterward, 

segregationists continued to rely on the Bible to jus-
tify racism, lynchings, and ISIS-like savagery. In his 
“Segregation Now” speech in 1963, Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace invoked God 27 times and attacked 

federal plans for racial integration as “the opposite 
of Christ.” Does this mean that Christianity somehow 

“caused” slavery or segregation? Of course not. Obama’s 
point was that Christians have used religion to “sanc-
tify” their violence and their claim on power, just as 
“the Muslim terrorists in ISIS are seeking to do today.”

But there’s a glaring double standard in Obama’s 
historical comparisons, said Jonah Goldberg in 
NationalReview.com. He is comfortable blam-
ing Christianity for slavery, the Crusades, and the 

Inquisition, but he still insists that the butchers of ISIS are “not 
Islamic.” “How is it that the sins of Christianity are eternal but 
the sins of Muslim fanatics right now aren’t even Muslim?”

You could ask George W. Bush the same question, said Michael 
Gerson in The Washington Post. Bush, like Obama, never missed 
an opportunity to draw a distinction between the peace-loving 
“true faith” of Islam and the “nihilistic violence” perpetrated in 
its name. Why? Because that “rhetorical strategy” is vital to our 
success in the war on terrorism. The leaders of the self-styled 
“Islamic State” want to be portrayed as true Muslims, fighting 
the Crusaders. If Obama were to say that Islam itself “belongs in 
a special category of menace,” he would alienate all 1.6 billion 
Muslims—and we desperately need moderate Muslims as allies. 
Obama may have gone about it clumsily, but he’s right to frame 
the war we are fighting as “peaceful people vs. the terrorists,” not 
as Western civilization vs. Islam. 

Only in America
The City University of New 

York has instructed teachers 
and staff to stop using “gen-
dered salutations” such as 
Mr. and Ms. when addressing 
students to avoid offending 
those who identify as neither. 
Saundra Schuster, a special-
ist in discrimination law, 
said universities must make 
sincere efforts to avoid gen-
der bias, but to prohibit using 
gendered titles “is ridiculous.” 

A proposal to add a Latin 
phrase to Vermont’s state 
motto caused an uproar 
when some residents mistook 
the ancient Roman language 
for Spanish. A state sena-
tor proposed adding “Stella 
quarta decima fulgeat” (“The 
14th star shines bright”) to 
the state seal. But protesters 
took to the internet to declare 
“Vermont ain’t no Latino 
area” and “This is America, 
not Mexico.”  

Boring but important
New cyber agency
The Obama administration 
this week announced it would 
create an agency to deal with 
the growing threat of cyber-
attacks, in the wake of a series 
of significant security breaches 
at private companies and 
government offices. The Cyber 
Threat Intelligence Integration 
Center will be modeled on 
the National Counterterrorism 
Center, which was created 
after the 9/11 attacks to share 
intelligence. Lisa Monaco, 
President Obama’s top aide for 
homeland security, cited North 
Korea’s recent hack of Sony 
Pictures, and said such attacks 
could have devastating conse-
quences if hackers targeted a 
power plant. The new agency, 
she said, will help bring “the 
same integrated, all-tools 
 approach to the cyberthreat 
that we have developed to 
combat terrorism.” 

Product placement, after Danielle Lei, an enterprising San 
Francisco Girl Scout, set up a stand outside a local marijuana dis-
pensary and set a national record by selling 208 boxes of cookies 
in just two hours.
Fair warning, after officials in Conoy Township, Pa., erected 
“welcome” signs at the city line alerting would-be criminals that 
the township “is not a gun free zone.” A town official explained, 
“Even those who have bad intentions can read.” 
Heartfelt performances, after a Colorado woman pleading 
to be excused from jury duty was told to come back to court the 
next day. She fell to her knees and began pulling out clumps of 
her own hair, and was immediately excused. 

Tough love, after a Missouri couple was arrested for allegedly 
arranging to have their 6-year-old kidnapped because he was “too 
nice” to people. The boy was lured into a pickup truck, threatened 
with a gun and tied up, and then lectured about “stranger danger.” 
First impressions, after a Texas woman lost her prospective 
pizza delivery job because she tweeted “Ew, I start this [expletive] 
job tomorrow.” Her boss tweeted back, “No you don’t start that 
job today. I just fired you!” 
Waste management, after a $110,000-a-year water manager 
in San Francisco was suspended for urinating in a city reservoir, 
suspended without pay for five days, and warned that if he “pees 
in the wrong place again, you are toast.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Muslim shootings: North Carolina police 
said this week’s murder of three Muslim 
college students at a condominium 
complex in Chapel Hill appeared to be 
motivated by a dispute over a parking 
space, although Muslim groups called 
on federal authorities to investigate the 
shootings as a possible hate crime. Craig 
Stephen Hicks, 46, has been charged 
with three counts of first-degree murder 
after allegedly shooting Deah Shaddy 
Barakat, 23; his wife, Yusor Mohammad 
Abu-Salha, 21; and her sister Razan 
Abu-Salha, 19; in the head “execution 
style.” An avowed atheist, Hicks had 
criticized Muslims and Christians on his 
Facebook page in recent months. “People 
say nothing can solve the Middle East 
problem, not mediation, not arms, not 
financial aid,” wrote Hicks in one post. 
“I say there is something. Atheism.”

Jeannette, Pa. 
Murder selfie: A Pennsylvania teen was 
charged with murder last week after he 
allegedly killed a classmate and then 
took a selfie while posing with his vic-
tim’s body. Police said Maxwell Marion 
Morton, 16, fatally shot Ryan Mangan, 
also 16, in the face before propping the 
dead teenager in a chair and taking a 
self-portrait. He allegedly sent the photo 
to another school friend via the smart-
phone app Snapchat—which deletes 
images after a few seconds—along with 
text messages that read, “Told you I 
cleaned up the shells,” and “Ryan was 
not the last one.” The unnamed friend 
said he took a screenshot of the image 
before it disappeared and showed it 
to his mother, who called the police. 
Morton has been charged as an adult 
with first-degree murder, homicide, and 
illegal possession of a firearm. 

St. Louis 
ISIS charges: Six Bosnian immigrants 
were indicted last week for allegedly pro-

viding sup-
port to the 
Islamic State 
of Iraq and 
Syria as well 
as al Qaida 
in Iraq. 
Prosecutors 
said the 
 defendants—
who live 

in Missouri, Illinois, and New York— 
collected nearly $8,000 in a St. Louis 
bank account, which husband and wife 
Ramiz and Sedina Hodzic then used to 
buy U.S. military uniforms, technical gear, 
and firearms accessories. That equipment 
was sent to Turkey to be funneled to 
jihadists; another $7,700 was wired to 
ISIS fighters via Western Union. All six 
defendants were charged with 
conspiring to support terrorists. 
The Hodzics were also charged 
with conspiring to kill and 
maim persons in a foreign 
country and could face life in 
prison if found guilty.

Boston 
Record 
snowfall: 
Harsh win-
ter weather 
continued 
to pound 
New 
England 
this 
week as 
residents braced themselves for their 
fourth powerful snowstorm in less than 
a month. The winter storms have been 
so extreme that Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker was forced to deploy 500 
National Guardsmen to help shift the 
nearly 6 feet of snow that had fallen in 
just 17 days—much of which has been 
thrown into the Boston Harbor in viola-
tion of normal practice. Snowfall records 
have been shattered in the city—which in 
the last month has seen at least 72 inches 
compared with its annual average of 

47 inches—while some schools in 
the area have announced they 
won’t reopen until Feb. 23. “If 

I’ve learned one thing over the 
course of the past two weeks,” 

said Baker, “it’s [that] Mother 
Nature makes the rules.”

New York City 
Officer indicted: Following months of 
nationwide demonstrations over police 
killings of civilians, a rookie NYPD offi-
cer who fatally shot an unarmed black 
man while patrolling a Brooklyn hous-
ing project was indicted this week by a 
grand jury on a charge of second-degree 
manslaughter. Authorities said that offi-
cer Peter Liang had his gun drawn as he 
entered the unlit stairwell and acciden-
tally jostled the firearm as he opened a 
door—firing a bullet that ricocheted off 
the wall and into Akai Gurley, who was 
standing on the floor below. The 28-year-
old, described by NYPD Commissioner 
Bill Bratton as a “total innocent,” died 
at the scene. Liang also faces charges of 
criminally negligent homicide, second-
degree assault, and reckless endanger-
ment. Patrick Lynch, the head of the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, said 
the shooting was a “tragic accident.”

Washington, D.C. 
Netanyahu protest: 

A growing number of 
Democratic lawmak-
ers said this week 
they would boy-
cott Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s upcom-
ing congressional 
address. Republican 
House Speaker 
John Boehner invited the Israeli premier 
to make the March 3 speech on Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions without consulting the 
White House. Democrats see the invita-
tion as an attempt by both Republicans 
and Netanyahu to undermine the admin-
istration’s ongoing attempts to reach 
a nuclear deal with Iran. At least 15 
Democrats have publicly said they would 
not attend, and many others have yet to 
commit. Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.), 
who is not attending, call the speech a 
“tawdry and high-handed stunt.” House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi said she 
hoped the speech “doesn’t take place,’’ 
and Vice President Joe Biden, who as 
president of the Senate would usually 
oversee Netanyahu’s address, said he 
would be out of town.
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London 
Twitter ban for anti-Semites: After a flood of 
anti-Semitic postings hit British social media 
sites, U.K. lawmakers this week proposed 
banning bigots from Facebook and Twitter. A 
cross-party report recommended that social 
media users who make anti-Semitic and rac-
ist remarks be issued with prevention orders, 
similar to those used to block U.K. sex offenders from accessing 
certain internet sites. Last summer, during Israel’s assault on Gaza, 
the hashtag #HitlerWasRight was popular on British Twitter feeds. 
Twitter CEO Dick Costolo recently admitted that the social media 
site “sucks at dealing with abuse and trolls.” Prime Minister David 
Cameron called the report “hugely important” and asked prosecu-
tors to examine how a ban could be implemented.

Buenos Aires 
Where is the spy? Argentine 
authorities can’t find the ex-spy chief 
who was in close touch with Alberto 
Nisman, the prosecutor found dead in his 
apartment last month. Nisman was discov-
ered shot in the head just hours before he was 
to tell Congress he had evidence that President Cristina Fernández 
de Kirchner tried to cover up Iranian involvement in the 1994 
bombing of a Jewish community center in Buenos Aires. Kirchner 
has denied Nisman’s claims, and her aides alleged that former spy 
chief Antonio Stiuso had fed Nisman false information to get back 
at the president for firing him in December. But now Stiuso, 61—
who joined the intelligence service in 1972—has disappeared. His 
lawyer said he hasn’t answered any of his 100 phones.

Caracas, Venezuela 
Grocery takeover: Venezuela’s government has nationalized the Día 
Día grocery chain and arrested executives from the company and 
Farmatodo, the nation’s biggest pharmacy chain, blaming them for 
shortages of basic goods across the country. The companies were 
accused of stockpiling foods and medicines to drive up prices, a 
charge their directors deny. “There’s a huge issue with food scarcity 

in Venezuela, and they do not 
want to be held responsible,” 
said José Vicente Aguerrevere, 
Día Día’s CEO. Economists say 
price and currency controls have 
caused the shortages and soaring 
inflation. Condoms have disap-
peared from pharmacy shelves 
and now cost an outrageous $755 
for a box of 36 on MercadoLibre, 
an Internet auction site.

Iguala, Mexico 
Mystery over remains An independent forensic team 
has cast doubt on the Mexican government’s claim 
that the 43 students who disappeared in September 
were killed and their remains burned in a dump. Last 
month, in an effort to end protests by parents who 
accused authorities of not doing enough to find their 
children, the government said its investigation proved 
that the students were killed and disposed of in Cocula. That town 
is near Iguala, where the students were allegedly turned over to a 
drug cartel to prevent them from protesting Iguala’s corrupt mayor. 
But an internationally respected forensic anthropology team from 
Argentina has now analyzed Cocula’s dump and found no evidence 
that human remains discovered there belonged to the students.

Ottawa 
Assisted suicide to be legal: Canada’s Supreme Court has struck 
down a law banning assisted suicide and directed Parliament to 
write a new law by next year. The court said doctor-assisted suicide 
should be available to anyone who consents and has a “irremedi-
able medical condition” that causes “enduring suffering.” The 
ruling goes further than Quebec’s new law, which stipulates that 
patients receiving suicide assistance must be near the end of life. 
Critics worried that the ruling would put vulnerable disabled 
people at risk. “We have now lost the protection of the Criminal 
Code,” said the Council of Canadians With Disabilities. 

Paris 
DSK too busy for orgies: At his 
pimping trial this week, former 
French presidential hopeful 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn said he 
had been too busy “saving the 
world” to join in many of the sex 
parties he is accused of helping 
to organize. “It was four times 
a year, not more than that,” he 
said of his attendance at orgies. 

“It wasn’t this out-of-control activity.” A prostitute testified that 
at one party, the former head of the International Monetary Fund 
was “brutal” and forced her into anal sex while she was crying. 
“He was smiling from the beginning until the end,” she said. 
Strauss-Kahn repeated his defense that he didn’t know the women 
were paid, saying his friends hid the information from him. 
“Many people wanted to make me happy,” he said.
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Grosseto, Italy 
Cruise captain found guilty: An Italian court 
has sentenced the former captain of the Costa 
Concordia cruise ship, which capsized in 
2012, killing 32 people, to 16 years in prison. 
Francesco Schettino allowed the ship to be 
steered too close to shore, where it struck a 
reef, and then he hopped on a lifeboat to save 
himself while the vessel keeled over. He was 
convicted of multiple manslaughter, causing 
a shipwreck, and abandoning passengers. He 
won’t serve time soon, though, since the court 
said he could remain free during Italy’s complicated appeals pro-
cess, which is expected to take years. Before the verdict, Schettino 
wept on the stand. “All the responsibility has been loaded on to 
me,” he said, “with no respect for the truth or for the memory of 
the victims.” 

Tripoli, Libya 
Migrants drown: At least 300 refugees are believed to have died 
this week after their boats left Tripoli for Europe and sank in the 
Mediterranean Sea. There were fewer than 100 survivors, mostly 
from Senegal, Gambia, and Ivory Coast. The shipwrecks mark 
the highest loss of life since last October, when the European 
Union took over Mediterranean patrols after Italy phased out its 
increasingly expensive migrant rescue mission. Italy’s $11 million 
Operation Mare Nostrum saw Italian search and rescue ships 
scour the sea almost to the coast of Libya. But Triton, the EU 
program that replaced it, has less than a third of Mare Nostrum’s 
budget and operates only a few miles off Europe’s coastline. 

Sanaa, Yemen 
Americans out: The U.S. and other Western countries closed their 
embassies in Yemen this week as civil war threatened to break 
out. The Shiite Houthi rebels—one of whose slogans is “Death 
to America”—took control of the capital, Sanaa, and northern 
regions in a coup last month, and 
now Sunnis in the south and east 
are beginning to arm themselves 
and join forces with al Qaida 
militants. Yemeni employees at the 
U.S. Embassy said American offi-
cials burned tens of thousands of 
documents and destroyed weapons 
to prevent them from falling into 
Houthi hands. One Yemeni staffer 
told The New York Times that 
Houthi rebels confiscated U.S. Embassy cars at the airport and 
refused to let departing Marines keep their weapons.

Raqaa, Syria 
American hostage killed: Kayla Mueller, 
an American aid worker who was taken 
hostage by the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, is dead, her family confirmed 
this week. The jihadist group said 
Mueller was killed in a Jordanian air-
strike on the militants’ bases in Raqaa 
last week—a raid that was launched 
to avenge ISIS’s burning alive of a 
Jordanian pilot. ISIS sent Mueller’s fam-
ily photos of the dead 26-year-old, but 
it is unclear from the pictures whether she died in an airstrike or 
was executed. White House spokesman Josh Earnest blamed the 
death on ISIS, saying that since the group took her hostage, it was 
responsible for her safety, and it is “therefore responsible for her 
death.” Mueller was kidnapped in 2013 during what was sup-
posed to be just a two-day trip to Syria with a fellow aid worker. 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
Opposition leader jailed: Malaysia’s most powerful 
opposition leader has been sentenced to five years in 

prison for sodomy, a rarely invoked charge that many 
believe was politically motivated. Anwar Ibrahim 
led a coalition that won the popular vote in the 
2013 elections but, because of gerrymandering, 
received fewer seats than the coalition that has 

ruled Malaysia for the past 58 years. This is Ibrahim’s second 
sodomy conviction; he was found guilty in 2000 and spent four 
years in prison after a trial that was condemned by the interna-
tional community as unfair and politically motivated. The five-
year sentence effectively ends the 67-year-old Ibrahim’s career. 

Seoul 
Watergate-style scandal: A former government spy chief was 
convicted this week of using his office to smear political rivals of 
President Park Geun-hye ahead of her 2012 election. Won Sei-
hoon was sentenced to three years in prison. The court said Won 
ordered his agents to post stories and innuendo online depict-
ing Park’s rivals as North Korean sympathizers. “The accused 
used the valuable function and organization of the National 
Intelligence Service in opposing specific political parties and poli-
ticians,” the court ruled. Park won the election by 3.5 percentage 
points, or roughly 1 million votes. The court did not say whether 
Won’s interference swayed the election. 
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Nolte’s confrontation with mortality 
Nick Nolte has found getting old to be a pain-
ful experience, said Davy Rothbart in GQ. “I 
cry every day,” says the actor, 74. “It’s nothing 
tragic or anything—it’s just life. I cry when I try 
to get out of bed, because I’m in my 70s and my 
body hurts like hell. Once my joints are moving, 
I’m all right, but those are my first tears in the 
morning.” Nolte’s acute sense of mortality is 

reinforced every time an old friend dies. “That’ll always bring on 
a good cry. Last summer, it was [screenwriter and director] Paul 
Mazursky. His wake was classic. I saw faces I hadn’t seen in years. 
Mel Brooks. Richard Dreyfuss. It was a great wake, but then you 
can’t help but think about your own funeral.” But Nolte says 
that perhaps the most painful consequence of growing old is see-
ing your children become involved in their own lives and slowly 
drift away. “My son is 28. We’ve had a close relationship all my 
life, but now that’s he’s gotten married and had his own family, 
he’s much more secretive. He’ll say, ‘That’s none of your business, 
Dad. Leave me alone.’ And that’s a sad one—letting go of your 
children. They have to put their own family and responsibilities 
first. They’re no longer yours; they never really were.”

The professional corpse 
Chuck Lamb makes his living playing a dead person, said Joel 
Lewin in the Financial Times. Over the past decade, the for-
mer Ohio truck driver has appeared as a corpse in dozens of 
TV shows and movies, including numerous low-budget slasher 
flicks like ThanksKilling and Horrorween. Lamb, 56, says that 
his bland, cadaverous appearance has made him a favorite with 
filmmakers looking to cast a murder victim. “It’s funny that God 
made me look like this,” he says. “I’ve got bags under my eyes, 
I’m pale, I’m bald, so you can fit any kind of wig on me, I don’t 
have tattoos, and my back isn’t full of hair—because who wants 
to see that, even on a dead body? No one’s ever going to call me 
and ask me to be the leading-man heartthrob, so I thought I’d put 
what God gave me to good use.’’ Lamb started playing dead at 
47, but says he spent decades training for the unique demands of 
the job. “I got so good at it mainly just sitting around watching 
TV, being lazy. You need to get very relaxed [to act dead], and it’s 
even better if you can nod off with your eyes half open or go to 
a happy place.” Lamb’s family gets a big kick out of his morbid 
work. “My mom says she gets no more pride than when another 
woman says, ‘Oh, by the way, Betty, how is your dead son?’” 

Nicki Minaj often thinks back to the most difficult choice she ever 
made, said Jonah Weiner in Rolling Stone. The rapper, 32, grew up 
in a poor neighborhood in Queens, N.Y., where, she says, “proj-
ects, drug dealers, and crackheads were the big three things.” As a 
teenager, she was accepted into the drama program at LaGuardia 
High School—a prestigious Manhattan performing arts  academy—
where, for the first time, teachers encouraged her creative side. 
“That school changed my life. Everyone was able to express them-
selves.” But toward the end of high school, Minaj became pregnant 
by an older man who was her then-boyfriend. “It was a horrible 
mistake.” She considered going ahead with the pregnancy. “My 
religion, my age, and my mother were all factors. My mother still 
doesn’t know about it.” In the end, Minaj chose to have an abor-
tion. She says that the choice has “haunted me all my life,” but still 
feels it was the right decision. “It’d be contradictory if I said I wasn’t 
pro-choice. I wasn’t ready. I didn’t have anything to offer a child. I 
understand people who feel very strongly against [abortion]—even 
women who have gone through it, it’s not something you’re proud 
of. But at the same time, if you’re not ready, you’re not ready.”
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Minaj’s most difficult decision

Former Olympian Bruce Jenner is being 
investigated for involuntary manslaugh-
ter following his involvement in a deadly 
Malibu, Calif., car crash. The reality star, 
who is reportedly filming a reality TV show 
documenting his transition from male to fe-

male, was driving 
his black Cadillac 
SUV along the 
Pacific Coast 
Highway when 
he slammed into 
the car at the back 
of a three-car 
pileup—pushing 

that car into oncoming traffic. Another col-
lision then occurred, killing Kim Howe, 69, 

the driver of the car Jenner had hit. Jenner 
was being followed by paparazzi at the time 
of the crash, though police said neither the 
photographers nor Jenner were speeding. 
Jenner subsequently passed a sobriety test, 
and authorities are examining the cellphone 
records of all of the drivers to see if anyone 
was texting at the time of the crash.

Hotel heir Conrad Hilton III has been 
charged with assaulting and intimidating 
flight attendants following an alleged epic 
10-hour meltdown during a flight in which he 
berated them as “peasants.” Newly released 
court documents accuse Hilton, the younger 
brother of socialite Paris Hilton, of going 
berserk on the British Airways flight from 
London to Los Angeles after being caught 
smoking marijuana in the plane’s toilet. 
When flight attendants tried to restrain the 

20-year-old heir, he allegedly protested that 
he was a model and that they were going 
to ruin his looks, before strutting down the 
plane’s aisles yelling, “I will f---ing own any-
one on this flight; they are f---ing peasants.” 
When Hilton finally passed out after hours of 
disrupting the staff, the attendants formed a 
“restraint team” to handcuff him. Hilton told 
investigators he was acting in self-defense. 

Rosie O’Donnell has quit The View just 
five months after her dramatic return to 
the show so that she can deal with her split 
from her second wife, Michelle Rounds. The 
couple have been living apart for months, 
says the New York Post, and O’Donnell is 
concerned about the well-being of her five 
kids—including her adopted baby daughter 
with Rounds. “This has been a very stressful 
situation,” said a spokesman for O’Donnell.  
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Why are the oceans in trouble? 
They can no longer absorb the dam-
age inflicted by the 7 billion people on 
Earth. Over many decades, the human 
race has overfished key species to near 
extinction, and polluted them with 
carbon dioxide emissions, toxic chemi-
cals, garbage, and discarded plastics. 
A groundbreaking new study, recently 
published in Science, warned that our 
oceans are being irreparably damaged 
by human activity and could be on “the 
precipice of a major extinction event.” 
Coral reefs, home to a quarter of the 
ocean’s fish, have declined by 40 per-
cent worldwide. Stocks of swordfish, 
yellowfin tuna, and other large fish that 
people avidly eat are down by 90 per-
cent. Marine scientists say that if mankind does not dramatically 
change how it treats the oceans and their inhabitants, many 
marine species will become extinct—with catastrophic conse-
quences for the food chain. “If by the end of the century we’re not 
off the business-as-usual curve,” says Stanford University marine 
ecologist Stephen Palumbi, one of the report’s authors, “there’s not 
much hope for normal ecosystems in the ocean.” 

How does global warming affect fish? 
As the oceans heat up, many species are migrating to cooler 
waters to survive. Some inevitably will fail in these new habitats. 
Warmer temperatures also make coral reefs more vulnerable to 
“bleaching,” a chemical process that drains the organisms of 
their brilliant colors and leads to their death. Other problems are 
caused directly by the burning of fossil fuels. With oceans absorb-
ing a quarter of the world’s CO2 emissions, they have become 
30 per cent more acidic, causing inhib-
ited shell growth in coral and crusta-
ceans and reproductive disorders in 
fish. Power plant emissions—espe-
cially from burning coal—put tons of 
highly toxic mercury in the air, which 
settles into the ocean. The mercury is 
taken up by sea creatures and concen-
trated in predatory species. (See box.) 
A recent study found that mercury 
levels in Pacific yellowfin tuna have 
been rising at a rate of 3.8 percent a 
year since 1998. “If it keeps going like 
that,” says co-author Carl Lamborg, 
eventually almost “every kind of fish 
is going to be potentially hazardous.” 

What about plastic? 
Our oceans contain an estimated 
5.25 tril lion pieces of plastic—most of 
them less than 5 millimeters wide—
weighing a total of 269,000 tons. A lot 
of this detritus, which mostly comes 
from plastic bottles and discarded 
commercial fishing gear, has collected 

in vast systems of rotating ocean cur-
rents, known as gyres. The largest such 
collection, the “Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch,” covers an area twice the size of 
Texas. The mostly tiny pieces of plastic 
in this and other patches contain many 
potentially hazardous chemicals, and 
are being eaten by fish and birds that 
mistake them for plankton or small 
fish. As smaller animals are eaten in 
turn by predatory fish, the plastic 
becomes more concentrated and winds 
up in people who eat seafood.

Can’t we remove all the plastic? 
No chance. The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
estimates that to clean less than 1 per-

cent of the North Pacific it would take 68 ships, working 10-hour 
days, a whole year. A skimming operation of that scope would 
also suck up tons of marine creatures. And with global plastic 
production doubling every 10 years, “there’s no way to keep up,” 
says Chris Wilcox of Australia’s national science agency. “It would 
be as if you were vacuuming your living room, and I’m standing 
at the doorway with a bag of dust and a fan.”

How big a problem is overfishing? 
Since fishing became industrialized just over a century ago, most 
commercial species have been reduced by more than 75  percent—
and some by 99 percent. As stocks dwindle, fishing fleets are 
increasingly resorting to “bottom trawling,” a hugely destruc-
tive technique that involves dragging a large net up to 60 meters 
wide along the seabed, scooping up everything in its path. Most 
countries now have fishing quotas, but they’re hard to enforce: An 

estimated 1 in 5 fish sold in a shop 
or served in a restaurant has been 
caught illegally. 

Why aren’t we doing more? 
Like global warming, the plight of  
our oceans is an issue that affects 
every country in the world. But 
with each government beholden to 
its own voters—and its own fish-
ing, plastic, and energy lobbies—it’s 
almost impossible to achieve any 
consensus. Ecologists insist it’s not 
too late to solve the problems affect-
ing our oceans. Some schemes, such 
as the introduction of “safe zones” 
where fish can naturally replenish, 
have worked on a small scale and 
could be expanded. The authors of 
the Science study say it’s possible 
to reverse the current crisis, but 
political will is required. “The next 
several decades,” they say, “will be 
those in which we choose the fate of 
the future of marine wildlife.” 

Briefing NEWS 13

Ruining the oceans
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The dangers of a fishy diet 
For decades, doctors and health officials have 
encouraged people to eat as much seafood as pos-
sible because of fish’s high levels of omega-3 fatty 
acids, which are good for heart and brain health. 
But in recent years that recommendation has been 
tempered, as emissions from factories and power 
plants have pushed mercury concentrations in 
oceans and fish up to potentially dangerous levels. 
Mercury is highly toxic and can cause neurological 
damage and accumulate in organs; in children and 
fetuses, it can lead to long-term cognitive disorders. 
Last year, the FDA updated its advice on fish to say 
that pregnant women and children should avoid eat-
ing tilefish, shark, swordfish, and king mackerel, and 
limit their consumption of white tuna—all of which 
contain particularly high levels of mercury because 
they’re at the top of the food chain. Consumer 
Reports recently criticized the FDA guidelines on 
fish consumption as inadequate, saying that anyone 
who eats 24 ounces or more of fish per week—or 
about six servings—“should steer clear of high- 
mercury choices,” and warning people not to eat 
canned tuna or sushi made from tuna. 

The world’s seas are sick, and marine life is dwindling. Is it too late to avert catastrophe?

Plastic debris off the coast of Hawaii
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Guards at a Brazilian prison 
opened the gates to let in 
three women in dominatrix 
gear who offered to engage 
in an orgy—a ploy that led 
to the escape of 28 inmates. 
Authorities said the scantily 
clad seductresses appeared 
at the prison in the middle 
of the night and persuaded 
the officers to let them into 
their sleeping quarters. The 
women—one of whom is 
thought to be an inmate’s 
girlfriend—then handcuffed 
and drugged the guards with 
spiked whiskey before open-
ing all the cells. “Whoever 
wanted to escape left by 
the front door,” said a police 
spokeswoman. 

Angelina Jolie is 
demanding that 
husband Brad Pitt 
either voluntarily 
quit his hard-
partying lifestyle 
or go into rehab, 
said the National 
Enquirer. The actress 
issued the ultimatum after 
learning that Pitt had lost 
$25,000 in a boozy poker 
game last month while she 
was away visiting refugees in 
Iraq. “She was fit to be tied,” 
said a source. “She’s trying 
to make a difference in the 
world while Brad’s partying 
like a college student.” Jolie 
phoned Pitt and offered him 
a simple choice, added the 
source. “She told him to start 
acting like a father of six, or 
else he was off to rehab.”

A South Korean woman 
had to be rescued by emer-
gency services after she was 
attacked by her robotic vac-
uum cleaner. The 52-year-old 
lay down to take a nap on the 
floor when the self-powered 
device apparently mistook 
her hair for dust and sucked 
it into the intake. Screaming 
in agony as the robot yanked 
at her scalp, she managed 
to call emergency services. 
Paramedics freed her without 
injury; she did not say wheth-
er she plans to give up the 
robot or on-the-floor naps.

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

No amount of scientific evidence will ever persuade anti-vaxxers to 
vaccinate their children, said Megan McArdle. Forcing them to vac-
cinate their kids will only create a bigger backlash. So “maybe it’s time 
to stop arguing” with anti-vaxxers and start treating vaccination the 
same way we treat other behavior in the public square, such as driv-
ing a car. Any American has the “perfect right” to drive an uninsured 
 vehicle—so long as he or she does it on private property. “But when 
you enter into public space, you have an obligation to protect others 
from the possible consequences of your actions.” Parents should be 
advised they are free not to vaccinate, but if they make an anti-social 
choice, their child will no longer qualify for any public benefits: no 
child tax deductions, no public schools, no playing on sports teams 
that use public property, no flying on airplanes. “If you want to home-
school and keep to yourselves, you are free to risk the lives of your 
own children.” But you are not free to gamble with the well-being of 
other people’s children. 

The 1990s were easily “the happiest decade of our American life-
times,” said Kurt Andersen. I am not a Clintonite, but when Republi-
cans say that Hillary Clinton cannot run on ’90s nostalgia, they may 
be fooling themselves. By almost every measure, that decade was spe-
cial: The economy boomed, growing by an average of 4 percent a year 
from 1992 to 1999, as the unemployment rate sank to 4 percent—as 
low as it can possibly go. The federal budget went into surplus. Crime 
rates fell dramatically across the country. Overseas, South Africa dis-
mantled apartheid, peace was restored to the former Yugoslavia, and 
Israel and the Palestinians agreed on a framework for peace in the 
Oslo Accords. In culture, Harry Potter novels thrilled young people, 
HBO inaugurated The Sopranos and began a new era of quality TV, 
and the internet boomed—but our devices had not yet taken over our 
lives. And we were “blissfully ignorant” of the first signs of climate 
change and the approach of 9/11. Nostalgia for that decade of prog-
ress, affluence, and peace “is more than mere nostalgia.”

“Rand Paul can’t have the best of both worlds,” said Jonathan Tobin. 
The U.S. senator hopes to win the GOP’s 2016 presidential nomina-
tion by putting together a coalition of libertarian activists allied with 
his firebrand father, Ron, and traditional Republicans unenthused 
about Jeb Bush and the other candidates. But as the brouhaha over 
Paul’s anti-vaccination comments last week demonstrates, he becomes 
incoherent when trying to appeal to both camps. Paul first suggested 
that vaccination was linked to “mental disorders,” then had to back-
track, saying he personally believes in vaccination. Whenever Paul 
appeals to his libertarian base, he says something extreme he later re-
tracts, or is stuck with a position that alienates most Republicans. This 
is particularly true of Paul’s neo-isolationist foreign policy. Retreating 
from the Middle East might have had some appeal a year ago, but 
the rise of ISIS has jolted America into the realization that we cannot 
abandon our foreign responsibilities. Most Republicans want a presi-
dential nominee who can “rally the country” to meet the challenge of 
radical Islam—not another President Obama. It’s simply not possible 
for Paul “to romance mainstream Republicans” while keeping his lib-
ertarian credentials.

When parents
opt out of
vaccination
Megan McArdle
BloombergView.com

Why Paul
won’t be
nominated
Jonathan Tobin
CommentaryMagazine.com

The best 
decade of 
our lives
Kurt Andersen
The New York Times

“When somebody violates a public trust, we try to purge and ostracize him. 
A sort of coliseum culture takes over, leaving no place for mercy. By now, the 

script is familiar: Some famous person does something wrong. The internet, the most impersonal 
of mediums, erupts with contempt and mockery. The offender issues a paltry half-apology, which 
only inflames the public more. The pounding cry for resignation builds until capitulation comes. 
Public passion is spent and the spotlight moves on. The civic fabric would be stronger if, instead of 
trying to sever relationships with those who have done wrong, we tried to repair them—if we tried 
forgiveness instead of exiling.” 

David Brooks in The New York Times

Viewpoint
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SWEDEN What would a feminist foreign policy look like? 
asked Anders Lindberg. Foreign Minister Mar-
got Wallstrom says she intends to shift Sweden’s 
foreign policy to prioritize “women, peace, and 
security.” Some heard that to mean appeasement 
of Russia, which isn’t much of a change for Swe-
den, which has historically “paid deference” to 
nearby great powers. Others said Wallstrom would 
place more emphasis on human rights, which 
we’ve done in the past by standing with South 
Africa’s anti-apartheid movement and pushing for 
an independent Palestinian state. Swedish policy 
has always combined “realism at home and ideal-

ism abroad.” What Wallstrom says she will add 
to that mix is a focus on empowering women, 
whose voices are rarely heard in international 
relations. Yet after four months in office, the only 
policy change she has proposed is to train Kurdish 
militias to “protect the suffering civilians, largely 
women and children,” in Iraq. Is that it? “A femi-
nist foreign policy sounds great, but how will it 
work in practice?” How will it handle a thug like 
Russian President Vladimir Putin when he sends 
submarines into our waters? Unless Wallstrom can 
quickly answer those questions, “her new policy 
will rapidly lose credibility.”

The era of vulgar satire is over in France, said 
Rinny Gremaud. The massacre at Charlie Hebdo 
last month prompted legions of young French peo-
ple to take their first look at a newspaper that was 
popular among their parents’ generation—and 
they simply didn’t find it funny. Charlie Hebdo 
was born of the radical activism of the 1968 stu-
dent protests, and its “anarchist, wicked humor” 
was meant to be “like a punch in the face” of the 
establishment. But France has changed enormously 
since the 1960s, thanks to the sexual revolution, 
feminism, and the anti-colonialist movement. 
“Drawing penises on everything no longer has the 

political significance it once did.” Young people 
today see such cartoons as gratuitously obnoxious 
rather than daring—as something their fathers 
would think was funny. Crass jokes and political 
satire went out with bell-bottoms. That’s not to 
say that French humor now is more intellectual—
far from it. In general, it’s “blander and less politi-
cal” and “much less risky.” Young people now 
laugh at their own foibles instead of challenging 
authority. Their comedians tell jokes about office 
life and romance. And the Charlie-style humor? 
It’s for “old white men” trying to recapture the 
radicalism of their own youth.
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Kosovar Albanians are stampeding into 
Hungary, said Miklos Gabor in Nep-
szabadsag (Hungary). The rush of mi-
grants is unprecedented: Some 50,000 
have crossed from Kosovo to Serbia 
to Hungary in the past two months, 
and more are coming. These desperate 
people are searching for new economic 
 opportunities—up to 45 percent of 
Kosovars live below the poverty line, 
and over 30 percent are unemployed—
but the “much more painful problem 
for them is corruption.” Even when it 
was a Serbian province, Kosovo was 
known as a den of sleaze. The 1999 
U.S.-led bombing campaign wrested tiny Kosovo from Serbian 
control, and the province declared independence in 2008, yet 
despite international aid and oversight, “the situation has not 
improved one iota.” In Kosovo, the state is still the biggest 
employer, so “if you want a job, you have to bribe the village 
chief.” You can’t even send your child to school or visit a doctor 
without paying bribes. Kosovars want and deserve a better life. 

They won’t find it in Hungary, said Francis Sinkovics in Magyar 
Hirlap (Hungary). Hungary needs immigrants, but not these 
poor Kosovars. We must “give precedence to ethnic Hungar-
ians” who live in Slovakia and Romania—the inadvertent di-
aspora created by the redrawing of borders after the fall of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire in 1918. Fortunately, most Kosovars 
are heading to Germany, where many of them have relatives who 
fled there during the war. Our country is “mainly a transit stop.” 

What prompted this exodus? asked 
Tribuna (Kosovo) in an editorial. 
Some believe the government and 
the European Union are allowing 
it on purpose. Kosovo is poor and 
Muslim, two elements that could 
make it a recruiting ground for 
Islamist terrorist groups. Siphoning 
off the poorest Kosovars now, be-
fore they become so desperate that 
they turn to violence, could be seen 
as a strategy for stability at home 
and peace in Europe. Political ana-
lyst Besmir Kokollari says Kosovo 
might even be better off if some of 

the poor leave, “since that would decrease unemployment.” 
And when they get jobs in Germany, they’ll send money back 
home. That’s a terribly cynical view, said Lumir Abdixhiku in 
Koha Ditore (Kosovo). Mass emigration “is always a tragedy.” 
It parts families and rips our social fabric. Those left behind 
feel abandoned. Worse, what will happen when many of these 
migrants are denied asylum and forced to return? They “sold 
everything to finance the journey,” so they will return “to even 
worse destitution.”

Sorry, but that’s Kosovo’s problem, not Germany’s, said Peter 
Hahne in Bild (Germany). With more than 1 per cent of Kosovo’s 
1.8 million people packing up and heading here every month, 
Germany has no choice but to streamline and speed up its de-
portation policy. “We can’t wait until a sixth of their population 
is living here!” 

Kosovo: An exodus to Hungary and beyond

Designing 
a feminist
foreign policy
Anders Lindberg
Aftonbladet

FRANCE

A Kosovar carries his baby across the Hungarian border.

Why Charlie
isn’t funny
to the young
Rinny Gremaud
Le Temps (Switzerland)
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RUSSIA

PAKISTAN

It’s no wonder Russians think the West is out to 
get them, said Michele Berdy. Western leaders 
are routinely quoted in Russian newspapers with 
their words translated so as to amp up the hostil-
ity factor. “Translation is just one more weapon 
in the propaganda wars,” and the Russian press is 
wielding it without mercy. Most frequently, editors 
will distort a Western leader’s message by “cherry- 
picking phrases from a speech or report” to make 
the whole thing sound aggressive—even if the bulk 
of the speech was friendly. Almost as often, Russian 
papers deliberately mistranslate for inflammatory 
effect. President Obama, for example, recently told 

Congress that Russia was isolated “with its econ-
omy in tatters.” Most Russian analysts reported 
that Obama said Russia had been “torn to pieces,” 
and one went further and claimed “Obama said 
he’s going to tear Russia apart like a dog rips apart 
a rubber toy.” Sometimes they just make things 
up. Most Russians can quote verbatim a statement 
supposedly made by State Department spokesper-
son Jen Psaki that “if Belarus attacks Ukraine, the 
U.S. 6th Fleet will immediately land on its shores.” 
Psaki, of course, said nothing even remotely like 
this about our landlocked ally. But to Russians, the 
message seems clear: America hates us.

Pakistan’s government is letting the Saudi roy-
als have their way with this country, said Gul 
Bukhari. We thought things might change after 
the outcry last year, when it was revealed that 
Saudi Prince Fahd bin Sultan bin Abdul Aziz 
had completely ignored the limitations on the 
license he was given to hunt endangered houbara 
bustards. He was allowed to kill 100 of the rare 
birds but slaughtered 2,100, a “jaw-dropping” 
violation that looked like an open insult. So how 
did the government react? To avoid the embar-
rassment of catching princes flouting the law, this 
year it gave the Saudi royals blank licenses, “such 

that they might plunder to their desires,” just 
as they would on their own soil. The Pakistani 
elite is happy to let the sheikhs do whatever they 
want—including destroying our environment and 
poisoning our youth’s minds “with their petro-
funded madrassas”—so long as the Saudis keep 
funneling cash their way. That money isn’t rein-
vested in infrastructure or jobs; it all ends up in 
our officials’ pockets. Perhaps during their hunt-
ing trips the Saudis and their Pakistani accom-
plices discuss how wonderful it is to be members 
of an unaccountable elite that knows the law is 
“applicable for the common man only.”
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Practically nobody in Israel wants the prime 
minister to address the U.S. Congress, said 
Moran Azulay in Yedioth Ahronoth (Israel). 
Benjamin Netanyahu was invited by Repub-
lican House Speaker John Boehner to speak 
at a special joint session on March 3. But in a 
shocking breach of protocol, the White House 
wasn’t consulted—probably because Bibi’s 
speech is intended to undermine the deal 
President Obama is cutting with Iran over its 
nuclear program. The president is furious, 
Democrats plan to boycott, and the issue is 
poisoning U.S.-Israeli relations. Last weekend, 
the leader of the opposition Zionist Union, 
Isaac Herzog, accused Netanyahu of divert-
ing “the debate on the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram for his political gain” ahead of Israel’s 
March 17 elections. Other opposition politi-
cians piled on, and polls show a plurality of 
Israelis believes Netanyahu should back out.

The prime minister’s arrogance is breathtaking, said Ha’aretz in 
an editorial. Netanyahu said this week that he considers himself 
the “representative of the entire Jewish people” and would “go 
anyplace I’m invited to convey the Israeli position against those 
who want to kill us.” He seems to think that “his mellifluous 
tones” will persuade so many members of Congress to torpedo 
Obama’s Iran policy that they will overcome a presidential veto. 
The fallout from Netanyahu’s meddling has been disastrous, 
said Chemi Shalev, also in Ha’aretz. Bipartisan support for 
Israel is in jeopardy, and opposition to a nuclear deal with Iran 

has, if anything, weakened. Most Americans 
can’t comprehend why any Israeli leader 
would “thumb his nose at their president 
with such brazen abandon.” Yet the pro-
Israel, pro-Netanyahu lobby in the U.S., 
massively funded by casino billionaire Shel-
don Adelson, who also owns the free Israeli 
newspaper Israel Hayom, is doubling down 
and trying “to stain Obama loyalists as Is-
rael haters.”

That’s because it is vital to Israeli security 
that the U.S. Congress hear what Netan-
yahu has to say, said Gabi Avital in Israel 
Hayom. Some believe that even if Iran went 
nuclear, it could be contained through deter-
rence. But an Iran with the bomb need not 
actually use it—“the mere threat of using it 
is enough to destroy Israel.” Israelis would 
live in constant fear, and many would emi-

grate. Investors would divest, the economy would sputter, and 
we would become more dependent than ever on the U.S. If 
Obama cuts a bad deal with Iran, Israel will be forced to bomb 
Iranian nuclear facilities.

Please, Netanyahu, it’s “precisely because the Iranian threat is 
so important” that you should withdraw, said Ben-Dror Yemini 
in Yedioth Ahronoth. “We know that Obama is wrong and 
that you are right.” But if you hope to influence him, you can’t 
insult and alienate him. Congress does not make the decisions 
about Iran; Obama does. “That’s who you should warn.”

How they see us: Should Netanyahu cancel?

Netanyahu: Alienating the White House
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By 2021, the White House 
forecasts, the U.S. will be 
spending more on interest 
for the national debt than on 
the entire defense budget.
WSJ.com

 To keep out foreign 
extremists and refugees 
seeking work, Saudi Arabia 
is now building a 600-mile 
wall along its border with 
Iraq, and is strengthening 
fortifications along its 1,060-
mile border with Yemen. 
Time.com

The Department of De-
fense has 562,000 military 
bases and facilities located 
around the world, which 
collectively cover 24.7 mil-
lion acres—nearly the size 
of Virginia. Much of that 
space is now unused, but 
Congress has barred the 
Pentagon from conducting 
a detailed assessment out 
of fear that bases in home 
districts would be closed.
The New York Times

Researchers who 
swabbed and tested DNA 
from surfaces in New 
York City’s subway system 
identified 562 species 
of bacteria, including 
microbes from mozzarella, 
sausage, hummus, kimchi, 
sauerkraut, rats, mice, and 
lice. Geneticist Christopher 
E. Mason said the bacteria 
found were not sufficient to 
cause disease, but that his 
work revealed the subways 
to be “teeming with life,” 
like “a rain forest.”
The Wall Street Journal

A British accent is the 
most attractive in the world, 
according to a poll of 11,000 
people in 24 cities around 
the world. An American 
accent came in second, 
followed by Irish and 
Australian. French, once 
considered the language of 
love, finished in fifth place.
The Independent (U.K.)

Williams: Why did he tell false ‘war stories’?
“What was Brian Williams thinking?” asked 
David Graham in TheAtlantic.com. For sev-
eral years, the NBC news anchor has been 
telling an ever more dramatic story 
about his 2003 trip to Iraq, claiming 
his Chinook helicopter was hit by a 
rocket-propelled grenade, forced to 
land, and rescued from the enemy 
by U.S. troops. But when he 
repeated that claim on the Nightly 
News two weeks ago, several 
soldiers contradicted his account, 
prompting Stars and Stripes to 
report that Williams’s chopper was 
never fired upon. Williams, we now 
know, has been telling tall tales for years, said 
Lloyd Grove in TheDailyBeast.com. After he 
covered Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, for 
example, Williams claimed to have contracted 
dysentery, witnessed a suicide in the Superdome, 
and seen a body float by his hotel room in an 
otherwise dry French Quarter. Williams apolo-
gized for the Iraq flub on the air, but this week, 
NBC suspended him for six months without pay, 
and the $10 million–a-year anchor was described 
by a friend as remorseful and “shattered.’’
 
Nobody believes that Williams just “made a mis-
take,” as he claimed in his apology, said David 
French in NationalReview.com. “It’s far more 

likely that a titanic ego collided with real-
ity, and reality lost.” Even a famous NBC 

news anchor feels small and insignificant 
next to soldiers, who “look death in the 
eye and do their job with courage and 
honor.” Williams wanted “to capture 
some of that reflected glory” for him-
self. What do you expect of a guy 
paid “to read the news off a tele-
prompter’’? said John Podhoretz in 
NYPost.com. In the end, Williams 
is “nothing more than a performer.”

That doesn’t mean he’s a liar, said 
Carl Cannon in RealClearPolitics 

.com. “Human memory is not a digital record of 
what actually occurred,” and experts say we all 
change details of the stories we tell every time we 
tell them. It’s entirely plausible that over 12 years 
Williams lost track of what actually happened. 
NBC bears some of the responsibility, too, said 
Ken Auletta in NewYorker.com. The networks 
market their news anchors as “God-like figures” 
who have been “everywhere and seen every-
thing.” That’s why the anchors are sent off to 
do theatrical stand-ups in war zones, hurricanes, 
and earthquakes. A man who feels a need to live 
up to that exaggerated role could easily fall into 
telling self-aggrandizing tales—“and maybe actu-
ally believing them.” 

Noted

The time for talking is almost over, said The 
Washington Post in an editorial. This week, 
Secretary of State John Kerry signaled that nego-
tiations with Iran over its nuclear ambitions will 
not be extended beyond the March 31 deadline. 
But the deal now taking shape “raises major con-
cerns.” The West’s original goal was to “elimi-
nate” Iran’s ability to make nuclear weapons, 
which would pose an existential threat to Israel. 
But in response to Iran’s refusal to get rid of its 
uranium-enriching centrifuges or allow unfettered 
inspections, U.S. negotiators have fallen back to 
a new goal: reducing Iran’s nuclear capabilities so 
that if it decides to go rogue, the ayatollah would 
need at least a year to build a nuclear weapon. 
Kerry has repeatedly watered down the deal 
to appease the Iranians, said Jennifer Rubin in 
WashingtonPost.com. If the Obama administra-
tion gives in to blackmail when the mullahs don’t 
have the bomb, “imagine what it will tolerate if 
Iran gets nuclear weapons capability.”

The deal on the table is far better than the alter-
native—an escalating confrontation and possible 
war, said Richard Nephew in CNN.com. That’s 
why Congress’s threat to impose additional 
sanctions on Iran before the deadline would be 

reckless. The so-called P5+1 negotiating bloc is 
trying to forge a deal with Iranian moderates, 
but in Tehran as in Washington, “hard-liners” 
want talks to fail. The hostility inherent in pass-
ing new sanctions now would give Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei an excuse to pull out—and pursue 
nuclear development without constraint. Iran 
was never going to accept a humiliating total 
capitulation to the West, said Daniel Larison 
in TheAmericanConservative.com, so “zero-
enrichment was a non-starter.” Unfortunately, 
hard-liners in Congress “would rather see the 
talks fail than have them produce a result that 
falls short of their impossible goals.”

The “unpleasant but essential question” now, 
said David Ignatius in The Washington Post, is 
how should the U.S. react if talks fail to produce 
a deal? Congress will undoubtedly push for 
harsher, even more punitive sanctions, but that 
would only provoke Iran to accelerate its nuclear 
program—“a confrontation that could lead to 
another Middle East war.” Better to sit tight with 
existing sanctions and wait the Iranians out. “In 
a world of low oil prices and an Iranian popula-
tion desperate to end its isolation, time doesn’t 
favor the Iranian hard-liners.” 

Iran nuclear talks: Last chance saloon

Williams: A hot seat



“Coincidences are  
God’s way of remaining 

anonymous.” 
Albert Einstein, quoted in the 
Springfield, Mo., News-Leader

“Like books and black 
lives, albums still matter.” 

Prince, quoted in LATimes.com

“Love is like quicksilver 
in the hand. Leave the 

fingers open and it stays. 
Clutch it and it darts away.” 

Dorothy Parker, quoted in 
BuzzFeed.com

“The difference between 
a republic and a people’s 
republic is a lot like the 
difference between a 

jacket and a straitjacket.”  
Ronald Reagan, quoted in the 

American Spectator

“99 percent of the world’s 
lovers are not with their 
first choice. That’s what 

makes the jukebox play.” 
Willie Nelson, quoted in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

“Keep your eyes open to 
your mercies. The man 

who forgets to be thankful 
has fallen asleep in life.” 

Robert Louis Stevenson, 
quoted in  

HuffingtonPost.com 

“You can’t be that kid stand-
ing at the top of the water-
slide, overthinking it. You 

have to go down the chute.”  
Tina Fey, quoted in 
HuffingtonPost.com  
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Poll watch
83% of Americans believe 

that vaccines for diseases 
like measles are safe. Still, 
9% think that vaccines are 
not safe, and another 7% 
aren’t sure. 
Pew Research Center

40% of Americans think 
that NBC News anchor Brian 
Williams should resign. 35% 
disagree, and 25% aren’t sure.
Rasmussen Reports

68% of Americans support 
police using drones to solve 
crimes, but only 30% ap-
prove of private ownership, 
and 73% want tighter  
regulations of remote- 
control aircraft. 
Reuters/IPSOS

“A viable Republican substitute for Obamacare 
used to be the yeti of Capitol Hill: often talked 
about, never seen,” said BloombergView.com 
in an editorial. But last week, three Republican 
lawmakers unveiled the GOP’s first meaning-
ful alternative to Obama’s signature health-care 
law. The blueprint, devised by Sens. Richard 
Burr and Orrin Hatch and Rep. Fred Upton, 
would “repeal several essential features of the 
Affordable Care Act,” including the individual 
mandate that imposes penalties on Americans 
who don’t purchase coverage. Instead, citizens 
earning up to 300 percent of the poverty line—
about $35,000 for individuals and $71,500 for 
a family of four—would be offered tax credits 
to subsidize the insurance plan of their choice. 
The Republican proposal is perfectly timed, said 
Betsy McCaughey in the New York Post. In June, 
the Supreme Court could gut Obamacare by rul-
ing that 6.5 million enrollees in 36 states are no 
longer eligible for federal subsidies. If that hap-
pens, Obama “will have to deal with this GOP 
blueprint, not dismiss it.” 

The blueprint is nothing more than a recycled 
version of a vague, coldhearted proposal the GOP 
released last year, said Steve Benen in MSNBC 
.com. To cut costs, it would eliminate Obama-

care’s expansion of Medicaid, and would thus 
yank coverage away from millions of people. It 
would also scrap Obamacare’s minimum insur-
ance requirements, such as hospitalization cover-
age, and punish the working poor by raising the 
income level required for government assistance in 
buying health coverage. “The consequences of the 
proposal are straightforward,” said Jamelle Bouie 
in Slate.com. Millions of the poor and working 
poor would lose their insurance, while the middle 
class would face steeper health-care costs. “In 
other words, this isn’t a plan to achieve universal 
coverage. That’s simply not a Republican goal.”

Yet there’s something remarkable about this 
Republican plan, said Paul Waldman in 
Washington Post.com. “For all the claims we’ll 
hear about how it undoes the tyrannical horror 
of Obamacare,” the GOP’s proposal is “little 
more than Obamacare Lite.” It retains numerous 
core ACA provisions, including the requirement 
that “no one can be denied coverage based on 
their pre-existing condition.” Apparently, Repub-
licans have accepted that the government must 
regulate insurance and help people pay for it—
even if that help is substantially weakened. It’s 
now official: “Barack Obama has for all intents 
and purposes won the health-care argument.” 

Obamacare: The GOP replacement

To Kill a Mockingbird: An unlikely sequel
“It may be one of the most monu-
mental discoveries in contemporary 
American literature,” said Alexandra 
Alter and Serge Kovaleski in The New 
York Times. But when Harper Collins 
announced last week that it will 
publish a long-lost sequel to To Kill 
a Mockingbird, Harper Lee’s epoch-
defining novel about the Jim Crow 
South, it sparked a fierce debate 
over whether the famously reclusive 
88-year-old author was “pressured or 
manipulated into publishing it.” Set 
about 20 years after the global best-seller, Go Set 
a Watchman was in fact written before Mocking-
bird, but was rejected by Lee’s editor and eventu-
ally forgotten. Lee’s lawyer, Tonja Carter, found 
the manuscript last year in an archive, and says 
she convinced her elderly client to publish her sec-
ond book—55 years after her first. Some of Lee’s 
close friends in Alabama contend she is “mentally 
infirm” and never would have consented to the 
book’s publication. Is one of America’s most 
revered authors being exploited?
 
It’s hard not to be “suspicious,” said Malcolm 
Jones in TheDailyBeast.com. Lee has been living 
in an assisted-living facility, “nearly blind and 
nearly deaf,” since suffering a stroke in 2007. Her 

loyal older sister, Alice, who acted as 
her lawyer and gatekeeper until her 
death last year, warned in 2011 that 
the author would “sign anything put 
before her.” Lee surely can’t be doing 
it for the money, said Megan Garber 
in TheAtlantic.com. Read by school-
children across the world, Mock-
ingbird still sells a million copies a 
year. Moreover, Lee has repeatedly 
rejected the possibility of publishing 
a second novel, saying, “I have said 
what I wanted to say.” Her new law-

yer released a statement in which Lee insisted she 
was “happy as hell” that Watchman was being 
published. But you have to wonder: Why has Lee 
changed her mind? “And why do it now?”

Besides, do we really want a sequel to Mocking-
bird? asked Alexandra Petri in WashingtonPost 
.com. Sequels have their place in literature, 
but Mockingbird is “a story on its own, full, 
complete.” Scout Finch, its narrator, journeys 
from lost innocence to the edge of wisdom and 
maturity, learning that “the world is uglier than 
you thought but still better than you hoped in 
some ways, too.” That’s the Scout I want to 
remember—“safe, contained within the covers of 
a book.” Better, surely, to leave her that way.  

Lee: Being exploited?



“The time to settle the net neutrality ques-
tion has arrived,” said Federal Communica-
tions Commission Chairman Tom Wheeler 
in Wired.com. Last week, after months 
of debate and more than 4 million public 
comments, I proposed reclassifying internet 
service providers as public utilities in order 
to ensure that the internet remains “fast, fair 
and open.” These new rules are designed to 
prevent phone and cable companies from 
blocking or slowing certain sites, or charg-
ing content providers for “fast lanes” to 
consumers. For the first time, the rules will 
also apply to mobile broadband, so that people accessing the 
web through mobile devices can go “where they want, when they 
want” and still retain these protections. 

These are “wise new rules,” said The New York Times in an 
editorial. By reclassifying the internet as a public utility, the FCC 
will have “legal authority to issue commonsense rules about how 
cable and phone companies treat their customers.” It will also 
prevent cable companies from penalizing “start-ups that do not 
have the deep pockets of established players.” Including mobile 
under these rules has “enormous implications,” said Chris Ziegler 
in TheVerge.com. Regulating the mobile internet “with the same 
level of consumer protection as your wired telephone” is an 
 unexpected—but huge—victory for consumers, since it could 

bring an end to bandwidth “throttling,” 
which occurs when wireless carriers slow 
down connection speeds for customers who 
exceed a certain level of data usage. 

This is an unnecessary and harmful “power 
grab,” said L. Gordon Crovitz in The Wall 
Street Journal. Under the FCC’s rules, 
“almost all web operations will be subject 
to bureaucratic control.” That will chill 
innovation and preempt pro-consumer 
practices, such as content partnerships 
that allow faster or smoother downloads 

for products like e-books. This micromanagement will almost 
certainly be challenged in court and by Republicans in Congress, 
and with good reason. “Unless these reactionary regulations are 
stopped, they spell the end of the permissionless innovation that 
built today’s internet.”

Actually, this was democracy in action, said Tim Wu in 
NewYorker.com. When the FCC floated far weaker rules last 
year, it was inundated with a record number of public com-
ments, the vast majority of which opposed giving wealthy cable 
companies more say over how Americans access the internet. 
Conservatives can fight Wheeler’s proposals in court all they 
want, but “the equalitarian instinct reflected in the campaign 
to protect net neutrality doesn’t seem likely to just go away.” 

Net neutrality: The FCC backs an ‘open internet’
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Wheeler: Internet should be ‘fast and fair.’

When to upgrade your router 
Having “Wi-Fi woes?” asked Joanna Stern in 
The Wall Street Journal. It’s probably time to 
have a look at your router. “Are there rooms 
in your house where Wi-Fi can’t be accessed? 
Can only one person stream Netflix at a time? 
Ever wonder who else is using your network? 
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of those, it’s time 
to upgrade.” The most important thing to 
know when buying a new router is that you 
want the latest and fastest wireless  standard—
in other words, an “802.11ac” router. For 
hard-to-reach spots in your home, you may 
need “a second wireless router or a pair of 
plug-in-the-wall ‘power line’ networking 
boxes.” Once you’ve settled on your hard-
ware, turn to the software: Look for a router 
that has good security features, like AES/
WPA2 encryption, to ward off hackers.

Apple takes on cable TV
Apple is taking another crack at the TV busi-
ness, said Peter Kafka in Recode.net. Industry 
executives say the iPhone maker is negotiat-
ing with TV programmers to sell bundled 
channels to customers via the internet. The 
company’s Apple TV already offers stream-
ing content, but the new offering would be a 
web-television service, including a selection 

of network channels. Apple has considered 
a number of different strategies in recent 
years to break into pay-TV, including a plan 
to work with existing providers, like Time 
Warner Cable, “to provide a hardware/soft-
ware offering to those company’s customers” 
through its Apple TV device. “But now it ap-
pears that Apple has decided to try TV with-
out the help of the TV pipe owners and work 
with TV content owners instead.” 

Google may launch self-driving taxis
Uber may have a new competitor on its 
hands, said Brad Stone in Bloomberg.com. 
Google, an investor in Uber, “is preparing to 
offer its own ride-hailing service, most likely 
in conjunction with its long-in-development 
driverless car project.” Uber is also reportedly 
working on autonomous taxis, but Google’s 
entry into the field could be bad news for the 
ride-hailing service, which “would be crippled 
if it lost access” to Google’s “industry-leading” 
Maps database. But Uber can probably rest 
easy for now. A source told WSJ.com last 
week that Google’s work on a car-hailing app 
has been overblown and that the company is 
using it only internally—to help the company’s 
employees carpool to work, not as part of its 
self-driving-car program. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

Some smart-
watches are 
more than just 
“glorified pedom-
eters,” said John 
Brownlee in 
FastCompany 
.com. A company 
called Empatica 
has developed a 
wearable device called 
Embrace, which helps 
epileptics “track and 
manage their seizures 
without feeling stigmatized.” Like 
most smartwatches, Embrace “can 
be used as an understated watch” 
or as a fitness tracker that syncs 
with your smartphone. But it also 
features “clinical-grade sensors” to 
measure electrical signals in users’ 
skin, which in turn can indicate 
stress or even anticipate seizures. 
“When the Embrace detects such 
a seizure, it automatically sends an 
alert to a friend, partner, or caretaker, 
along with the wearer’s location.” 
The device, which is the result of 
seven years of research by several 
MIT graduates, is available via pre-
order for $189. 

Innovation of the week

Technology20 NEWS 
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Taking a ‘healthy’ view
Awe-inspiring experiences, such as view-
ing works of art or overlooking a scenic 
vista, may have physical as well as men-
tal health benefits, according to a new 
study. Researchers from the University of 
California, Berkeley, found that the positive 
emotions triggered by these encounters can 
have an immune-boosting, anti-inflamma-
tory effect that helps protect the body from 
heart disease, depression, autoimmune 
conditions, and other chronic illnesses. 
The study surveyed more than 200 young 
adults to rate the intensity of their feelings 
of amusement, awe, pride, compassion, 
contentment, joy, and love on a given day. 
They also took samples of subjects’ cheek 
and gum tissue to measure levels of the 
pro-inflammatory protein cytokine. Those 
who reported feeling awe, wonder, or 
amazement had lower levels of cytokine, a 
marker of good health. “That awe, won-
der, and beauty promote healthier levels 
of cytokines,” study co-author Dacher 
Keltner tells Science Daily, “suggests that 
the things we do to experience these emo-
tions—taking a walk in nature, losing one-
self in music, beholding art —have a direct 
influence upon health and life expectancy.” 

Slow and steady wins the race 
Running too fast and too often may be just 
as unhealthy as not exercising at all, the 

Los Angeles Times reports. Researchers in 
Denmark studied a group of 5,000 people 
over a 12-year period and found that hard-
core runners who routinely jogged at a 
brisk pace—a 7-minute mile or faster—for 
four hours or more per week were just as 
likely to die as those who did no exercise at 
all. Runners who jogged at a more leisurely 
pace—roughly a 12-minute mile—for just 
over two hours per week had significantly 
lower mortality rates. The findings are in 
keeping with a growing body of evidence 
that there is an ideal amount of exercise, 
and that too much of a good thing can 
stress the cardiovascular system and the 
body in general. “There may be an upper 
limit for exercise dosing that is optimal for 
health benefits,” says the study’s author, 
Peter Schnohr. “If your goal is to decrease 
risk of death and improve life expectancy, 
jogging a few times a week at a moderate 
pace is a good strategy. Anything more is 
not just unnecessary; it may be harmful.”

A rodent as big as a buffalo
Modern-day mousetraps wouldn’t stand 
a chance against the supersize rodents 
that roamed South America about 2 mil-
lion years ago, National Geographic 
reports. A giant ancestor of the guinea pig, 
Josephoartigasia monesi weighed more 
than 2,000 pounds and stood 5 feet tall, 
roughly the size of a 
modern buffalo. Because 
the critter also sported 
foot-long buckteeth, 
University of York 
scientists wanted to 
know what these 
rodents ate and how 
they used those 
massive incisors. 
Creating a com-
puter model of the 
animal’s skull—
only one of which 

has ever been found—the researchers esti-
mated that the force its jaw would produce 
during a bite was similar to that of a tiger, 
suggesting the rodents were omnivorous, 
feeding on both plants and other animals. 
But they also noted that the protruding 
front teeth could exert forces well beyond 
what’s required to chew food, making it 
likely the rodents used them to dig and to 
fend off predators. That would mean that 
Josephoartigasia monesi behaved “in an 
elephant-like manner,” the authors con-
cluded, “using its incisors like tusks.”

Health scare of the week
Secondhand smoke still lingers
Over the past decade, thanks in part to 
widespread restrictions on when and 
where people can light up, the number 
of Americans who smoke has rapidly 
declined. But despite that reduction, some 
58 million Americans are still regularly 
exposed to secondhand smoke, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). Although this is a 
50 percent drop from 10  years ago, one 
in four nonsmokers remains vulnerable, 
and the risks are most pronounced among 
African-American children and the poor. 
“We’ve seen a marked decline in second-
hand smoke exposure,” the CDC’s Brian 
King tells The Wall Street Journal. But “the 
prevalence remains alarmingly high, and 
there’s also marked disparities.” Exposure 
among black children from ages 3 to 11 
is still 68 percent—about twice the level 
for white or Hispanic kids. The percent-
age of impoverished people exposed to 
secondhand smoke stands at about 43 per-
cent, compared with roughly 21 percent 
for those living above the poverty line. 
Health officials warn that when it comes 
to secondhand smoke—which is linked 
with several health risks, including asthma, 
respiratory infections, and heart and lung 
disease—there is no safe level of exposure.
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The Grand Canyon: Awesome benefits

Men who average three drinks a day and 
women who average two face a signifi-
cantly higher risk for stroke in middle 
age, a new study has found. The study 
by Swedish scientists examined drinking 
habits of more than 11,000 twins over 
four decades, and found that those they 
defined as “heavy” drinkers in their 50s 
and 60s have a 34 percent higher risk 
for stroke than more moderate drink-
ers. That makes excessive alcohol con-
sumption a greater risk factor in strokes 
than high blood pressure and diabetes. 
Heavy drinkers also were more likely 

to have strokes five years earlier than 
light drinkers, regardless of their genet-
ics or other health habits. The findings 
are consistent with the American Heart 
Association’s recommendations that men 
not exceed two drinks a day and women, 
one. Previous studies have found that 
moderate drinking can have a protec-
tive effect on heart disease and overall 
mortality, and the Swedish study found 
that abstaining from alcohol altogether 
did not lower the risk of stroke. Drinking 
is “like Jekyll and Hyde,” Tara Narula, 
a cardiologist at New York City’s Lenox 

Hill Hospital, tells CBSNews.com. “It can 
be medicinal and beneficial or poison-
ous and detrimental, depending on how 
much you use.”  

‘Heavy’ drinking linked to strokes

A little is good; a lot, not.
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Nick Hornby’s seventh novel might in-
spire binge reading, said Heller McAlpin 
in NPR.org. Set in the world of 1960s 
British television comedy, Funny Girl 
“crackles with class frictions, sexual 
tensions,” and the desperate energy 
of a team trying to keep things fresh in 
rapidly changing times. The title char-
acter, an ambitious young beauty who 
wills herself to sitcom stardom, is an-
other of Hornby’s “easy-to-root-for pro-
tagonists.” That said, the show’s back-
stage team offers “far richer charac-
terizations.” The book’s “best sections 
by far” concern two writers for the 
show who adopt different strategies for 
dealing with their homosexuality, said 
Ron Charles in The Washington Post. 
Elsewhere, the story offers pleasant 
nostalgia but little drama, and instead 
of showing us how funny the show is, 
Hornby is “constantly asking us to take 
his word for it.” As time passes, “we 
read on simply because we like Nick 
Hornby—the way we keep watching 
the tepid eighth season of some once-
funny comedy.”

ARTS24

Review of reviews: Books

Jill Leovy’s book arrives at an “auspicious 
moment” in our nation’s ongoing dialogue 
about race, said Gene Seymour in USA 
Today. Amid the debate kicked off by the 
prominent deaths of several black men at 
the hands of police around the country, one 
statistical anomaly remains undisputed: 
African-Americans make up just 12 per-
cent of the nation’s population but nearly 
half of its homicide victims. Leovy, a Los 
Angeles Times reporter, has spent much of 
her career taking notice of murders that 
most reporters might shrug off as barely 
news. Her book focuses on one such 
case—the fatal 2007 shooting of 18-year-
old Bryant Tennelle in South Central Los 
Angeles. But by digging deeply, Leovy has 
turned the story of that murder and the 
investigation that followed into a “pen-
etrating and heartbreaking report from the 
front lines of 21st-century urban crime.”

Scandinavia appar-
ently isn’t all it’s been 
cracked up to be, 
said Laura Miller in 
Salon .com. In this 
“outrageously enter-
taining” book, British 
expat Michael Booth 
draws from his long 
residence in Denmark 
and recent travels to 

the four neighboring Nordic countries to 
dismantle preconceptions. In the minds 
of many outsiders, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Iceland, and Finland are home 
to some of the happiest people on earth. 
What’s not to love about five states that 
“seem to blur together in a mélange of 
social democracy, cold weather, modern 
furniture, and excellent crime fiction?” 
Deep down, Booth has affection for every 
one of these places. But first he slags the 
Danes for gorging on household debt, 
teases the Swedes for their obsession with 
order, and blasts most of the region for its 
bland food and stifling conformism.

THE WEEK February 20, 2015

G
al

le
ry

 S
to

ck

Book of the week

Reading Ghettoside made me feel “physi-
cally sick,” said Jennifer Gonnerman in 
The New York Times. Tennelle’s detective 
father, the first officer to report to the 
crime scene, discovered his dead son on the 
street, brain matter sprayed everywhere. 
More sickening still, though, are the scenes 
of family pain that follow and the odds 
against a crime like this being solved. In 
the 13 years before Tennelle’s killing, an 
arrest was made in only 38 percent of L.A. 
homicides in which a black male was the 
victim. But this murder was assigned to 
John Skaggs, a compassionate, tenacious 

homicide detective untroubled by the apa-
thy of peers or the department’s severe lack 
of funding. 

“No spoiler alert should be required here 
before noting that Skaggs and his dogged 
team solve the case,” said Cord Jefferson 
in Bookforum. The culprits had mistaken 
Tennelle for a rival gang member because 
of his choice of hat. Still, “the grander 
tragedy” conveyed by Ghettoside is that 
wherever government fails to punish kill-
ers, senseless homicides multiply. Leovy 
ultimately shows why Tennelle’s death is 
“part of a larger, outrageous, but ultimately 
understandable tapestry of human behav-
ior,” said Thomas Chatterton Williams 
in the San Francisco Chronicle. When a 
group of outsiders has zero trust in the effi-
cacy of the legal powers that be, the men 
in that group adapt behaviors, like a fixa-
tion on honor and respect, that generate 
more violence. “The central paradox” of 
Leovy’s “engrossing” book is that, despite 
legitimate gripes about racism within law 
enforcement, “what blacks trapped in such 
communities need and often beg for is 
more policing, not less.” 

Ghettoside: A True Story of 
Murder in America
by Jill Leovy
(Spiegel & Grau, $28)

Novel of the week
Funny Girl
by Nick Hornby
(Riverhead, $28)

The Almost Nearly Perfect 
People: Behind the Myth of the 
Scandinavian Utopia
by Michael Booth
(Picador, $26)

The premise seems “barely enough to fill a 
paragraph, let alone a book,” said Randy 
Dotinga in CSMonitor.com. We get it: 
Scandinavia isn’t perfect. But Booth is often 
funny, and he keeps us engaged “by blend-
ing an astute analysis of Nordic life with 
side trips into economics, national psycho-
analysis, and cultural history.” In Denmark, 
for instance, broad economic equality is 
accompanied by punishing taxes and a 
cultural distaste for overt ambition. Booth’s 
“lightly mocking” tone pulls all his find-
ings together, said Mariella Frostrup in The 
Guardian (U.K.). Five percent of Danish 
men, we learn, have had sex with animals, 
and at least 50 percent of Icelanders believe 
in elves. In Finland, meanwhile, two of the 
top three most popular prescription drugs 
are antipsychotics.

Booth’s jokiness “feels a little forced” at 
times, and he can even slip into stereotype, 
said Richard Milne in the Financial Times. 
But his book should dispel the myth that 
these countries are all alike. The Nordics 
“emerge as cousins rather than siblings,” 
eager to trade jokes about the Norwegians 
being newly rich country bumpkins and the 
Swedes being annoying show-offs. Foreign 
observers “often fail to do justice” to the 
region. Booth’s attempt—“more often than 
not—is spot-on.” 

The war too few Americans see
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Best books...chosen by David Treuer
David Treuer is an award-winning novelist and author of the memoir Rez Life. 
Prudence, Treuer’s fourth novel, spins out a decades-long tale that begins with the 
accidental 1942 shooting of an Ojibwe girl from a Minnesota reservation.

The Book List  ARTS 25 

The Liberation Trilogy  by Rick Atkinson 
(Henry Holt, $120). Atkinson brings the Western 
Front of World War II alive in his enduring tril-
ogy, which begins with the Allied invasion of 
North Africa in An Army at Dawn and ends 
with the capitulation of Germany in The Guns at 
Last Light. His combination of detail (German 
soldiers waving live chickens in surrender) 
and sweep (executive bumbling on the part of 
Montgomery and Patton) is unparalleled.

The Good Soldier Svejk  by Jaroslav Hasek 
(Penguin, $18). A supremely ironic and painfully 
comic novel of the First World War. Through 
Svejk, a cheerful, seemingly dim-witted Czech 
infantryman, Hasek shows us the absurdity of 
cruelty in all its dismal glory. 

The Nick Adams Stories  by Ernest Hemingway 
(Scribner, $15). Hemingway—who’s so often 
been seen as the author of toughness and 
 bravery—explores the aftermath of war and the 
tender recesses of the mortal heart in these short 
stories, set in Michigan both before and after 
World War I.

The Magic Mountain  by Thomas Mann 
(Vintage, $19). A novel of emotion masquerad-
ing as a novel of ideas. At a remote, exclusive 
tuberculosis sanatorium in the Swiss Alps, we 
see the diseased body of European culture on full 
display and wonder along with Hans Castorp at 
what to do with our feelings amid the insanity 
of war. 

Atonement  by Ian McEwan (Anchor, $16). It 
would be hard to find a more perfect 60 pages in 
all of Western literature than the opening suite of 
this astonishing novel. Shifting perspectives, the 
conjoined balm and betrayal of the fictions we 
tell ourselves and others—all this and more are 
explored here by one of our very best writers. 

A Boy’s Own Story  by Edmund White 
(Penguin, $15). A modern classic. In his   
coming-of-age novel set in the 1950s in Ohio 
and Mich igan, White explores how the illicit 
nature of gay love in that time and place can 
corrupt the very nature and quality of that love 
and deform the heart that produces it. Comic 
and  devastating. 

Also of interest...in portraits of rural America

David Duchovny
David Duchovny owns a 
surprisingly impressive liter-
ary pedigree, said Carolyn 
Kellogg in the Los Angeles 
Times. Before the New York 
City native landed a star-
ring role in the hit 1990s 
TV series The X Files, he 

had earned 
a master’s 
degree in lit-
erature from 
Yale, was 
busy working 
on his Ph.D., 
and antici-
pated making 

a career of writing fiction. 
“If you’d asked me when 
I was 20, ‘What are you?’ 
I would say, ‘I’m a writer,’ 
even though I had nothing 
to show for it,” says the 
actor, now 54. Duchovny has 
occasionally tried his hand 
at screenplays but wrote no 
books until recently. “Last 
year,” he says, “I woke up 
and thought, You’ve been 
saying you’re a writer your 
whole life; why don’t you...
write something?” So he 
set about adapting an old 
screenplay idea—a sort of 
barnyard picaresque—into 
a novel.

Whenever a celebrity 
dabbles in literary fiction, 
“you’ll hear book critics 
everywhere sharpening 
their knives,” said John 
Wilwol in The Washington 
Post. But Duchovny’s Holy 
Cow “lightly touches on big 
ideas” as it recounts how 
a trio of brainy American 
farm animals travels the 
globe learning about various 
human cultures. Duchovny 
says he worries whether 
readers will like the book but 
is grateful his future doesn’t 
depend on the response. “If 
the book bombs, my kids are 
still going to be able to eat,” 
he says. But he also hopes 
that his fiction career is just 
getting started. “My father 
was a writer,” he says. “He 
published his first book at 
73, so I guess I’ve beaten 
him by a little bit.”

Author of the week
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The first novel from the longtime 
literary editor of Harper’s is “a 
supremely challenging book,” said 
Jason Sheehan in NPR.org. A take-
down of the American pastoral ideal 
couched in a semi-autobiographical 

coming-of-age tale about a young man from 
Goochland County, Va., it’s short on plot and 
long on long, angry sentences: “I wanted to 
throw rocks at Metcalf by the middle, then came 
around to a deep affection.” In the end, “you 
know the narrator as well as anyone in your life.”

Against the Country
by Ben Metcalf (Random House, $26)

So much blood was spilled during the 
long battle to unionize West Virginia’s 
coal miners that this nonfiction 
account “sometimes reads more like 
a Civil War novel,” said Chris Serres 
in the Minneapolis Star Tribune. In 

the two major clashes that historian James Green 
highlights, scores of men died, many at the hands 
of the owners’ machine-gun-toting enforcers. 
Green is “at his best,” though, when detailing 
what it was like to work the mines, and how 
those challenges bred bone-deep solidarity.

The Devil Is Here in These Hills
by James Green (Atlantic Monthly, $28)

“Writing careers don’t begin any 
more promising than this,” said Steve 
Donoghue in CSMonitor.com. In 
Christopher Scotton’s debut novel, a 
14-year-old who’s just lost a brother 
moves to a Kentucky coal town 

deeply divided by one man’s bid to commence 
surface-mining operations. One subplot gets a 
bit hammy, but “the bulk of The Secret Wisdom 
rises so far above the hokum potential of its 
premise that it transforms itself into a hugely 
powerful meditation on the costs of change.”

The Secret Wisdom of the Earth
by Christopher Scotton (Grand Central, $26)

In this debut novel from “a gifted 
wordsmith,” a retired prison guard 
returns to his Montana hometown 
bearing a lengthy agenda, said Nick 
Romeo in The Boston Globe. He’s 
carrying his wife’s ashes, expecting 

to see his estranged son, and planning to attend 
the parole hearing of an inmate he was maimed 
by years ago. “The tale flirts with melodrama at 
points,” but Hulse displays “promising dramatic 
instincts” and has great feel for the dynamics 
between terse, grave men.

Black River
by S. M. Hulse (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $24)



Move over, Paul 
Cézanne, said Scott 
Reyburn and Doreen 
Carvajal in The New 
York Times. Last 
week, reports sur-
faced that a buyer 
from Qatar had 
agreed to pay nearly 
$300 million for Paul 
Gauguin’s When Will You Marry?, easily 
surpassing the $259 million record set 
in 2011 by Cézanne’s The Card Players. 
Gauguin’s 1892 portrait of two women 
in Tahiti had been the property of a 
private Swiss collection. It will travel to 
museums in Europe and the U.S. before 
being delivered to the unidentified 
buyer in January. The reports that the 
buyer is Qatari “would seem to indicate 
that Qatar’s appetite for art continues 
unsatiated,” said Sarah Cascone in 
ArtNet.com. But Qatar and its royal fam-
ily have also begun reneging on various 
high-profile purchases. “Can Qatar’s 
record-setting art spending spree con-
tinue unabated? Only time will tell.”

Review of reviews: Art26 ARTS 

The Italian Renaissance had its very 
own surrealist, said The Economist. 
“While Michelangelo, Botticelli, and 
Leonardo da Vinci were all making 
worlds of ideal perfection,” Piero di 
Cosimo (1462-1522) “set out on a 
different, more twisted path, bewitch-
ing his fellow Florentines with his 
visual fables and mythological fanta-
sies.” Piero’s life was as strange as his 
work, at least according to a specu-
lative account written by Giorgio 
Vasari a few decades after Piero’s 
death. Whether the toolmaker’s son 
really did eat nothing but boiled eggs 
or praise death by public execution 
remains unclear, but “the paintings do sug-
gest someone with a unique perspective.” 
Seeing 44 of them, the majority of Piero’s 
pieces known to exist, “offers rare insight 
into the more neurotic recesses of the 
Renaissance imagination.” 

“The glancing ironies and the frequent 
wild humor of his art remain freshly 
confounding—and a good deal of fun—
today,” said Peter Schjeldahl in The New 
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For most of the 1960s, Tomi Ungerer 
“existed in several worlds at once, working 
brilliantly in each,” said Robert Sullivan 
in NewYorker.com. Only a few years after 
arriving nearly penniless in 
New York City, the Strasbourg, 
France–born illustrator had 
made his mark on children’s 
literature, Madison Avenue, 
and the pages of The Village 
Voice and The New York 
Times. From his depiction of 
morally complex crooks in the 
1961 picture book The Three 
Robbers to several “now-
iconic” anti–Vietnam War 
posters, Ungerer’s work was 
usually transgressive in some 
way. In 1969, though, he fell afoul of the 
media establishment, first by publishing 
Fornicon, a book of satirically erotic draw-
ings, then by delivering an expletive-loaded 
speech against censorship at an American 
Library Association meeting. He was 
“effectively blacklisted,” as libraries across 

$300 million Gauguin  
shatters record

Yorker. The dragon that menaces the titu-
lar princess in Liberation of Andromeda, 
for instance, “looks to have been assem-
bled from monster spare parts.” And I 
couldn’t help laughing at the sight of the 
two fashionably dressed women gazing 
condescendingly at a fallen god in The 
Finding of Vulcan on Lemnos: “You know 
those mean girls at a glance, so skilled and 
confident is their appearance.” Yet Piero 
also had enough range to produce a “viv-

idly realist” Madonna and Child 
With a Dove, and he seems to 
have soaked up influences from 
Leonardo to Jan van Eyck. “He 
wasn’t an artist who developed so 
much as one who proceeded by 
continual, sudden shifts.” 

It’s no wonder that scholars “have 
been baffled by his work for half a 
millennium,” said Philip Kennicott 
in The Washington Post. In the 
end, “what makes a Piero a Piero” 
may have less to do with brush-
strokes than with his roaming 
curiosity and self-consciousness 
about being a creator. The arrest-
ing details in The Building of a 
Palace, an otherwise “visually 
disappointing” late painting, hint 
at the deeper matters that preoc-
cupied him in his final years. His 
decision to split the palace into 

two wings “suggests a bifurcated life, per-
haps a temporal division between past and 
present, ancient and modern.” A horse and 
rider that charge directly toward the viewer 
speak of the power a painting has to draw 
us into its world and its moment in time. 
Though Piero’s draftsmanship had dimin-
ished, the work gives the impression that 
his hungry mind had turned away from 
technical interests toward “more philosoph-
ical, historic, and poetic questions.”  

Exhibit of the week 
Piero di Cosimo:  
The Poetry of Painting in 
Renaissance Florence
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., 
through May 3 

Tomi Ungerer: All in One
The Drawing Center, New York City, 
through March 22

the country banned his children’s books. 

The Ungerer retrospective at Manhattan’s 
Drawing Center makes a solid case for a 
reappraisal, said J. Hoberman in NYBooks 
.com. The Fornicon images, sequestered in 
a single gallery, “assimilate the fluid line 
and stark patterning of Aubrey Beardsley” 

and together constitute “a 
literal, if perverse, expression 
of the desire to make love 
rather than war.” Yet their 
impact pales in comparison 
with the half a dozen sketches 
Ungerer drew as a schoolboy 
during the Nazi occupation 
of France. “Blunt, fragile arti-
facts, one of which appears 
to be a sketch of military 
engagement witnessed first-
hand,” they “convey the sense 
of helpless rage” that would 

characterize Ungerer’s anti-authoritarian 
worldview. Anger resurfaces in his most 
recent illustration, a depiction of a cruci-
fied Lady Liberty created in response to last 
month’s Charlie Hebdo massacre in Paris. 
“It’s not one of Ungerer’s greatest drawings, 
but none is more heartfelt.” 

The Finding of Vulcan on Lemnos, from the late 1480s

Ungerer’s three robbers
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“Prepare to giggle,” said Betsy 
Sharkey in the Los Angeles 
Times. A decade after his 
last big-screen appearance, 
Nickel odeon star SpongeBob 
SquarePants has returned for a 
new feature-length adventure, 
bringing along “all the strangely 
charming cartoony nonsense” 
that’s delighted kids and stoners 
for years.” The plot, of course, 
is “just a device on which to hand the franchise’s 
characteristic blend of silly, often surreal, humor,” 
said Elizabeth Weitzman in the New York Daily 
News. In Bikini Bottom, the underwater home of 

our sea-sponge hero, the recipe 
for Krabby Patties has been 
stolen, and SpongeBob must 
team up with the mini-villain 
Plankton to track it down, even 
if that requires interacting with 
humans. This movie is an ugly 
thing—“loud, choppy,” and “in-
your-face,” said David Edelstein 
in NYMag.com. Yet “its lunacy 
is addictive.” There’s a time 

machine made from a photo booth and a dolphin in 
the sky who mixes Shakespearean oratory with sud-
den clicks and chatters. The whole thing’s so “irra-
tionally entertaining” that I may have to see it again.

Patrick, Sandy, and SquarePants himself 
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Fans of The Matrix, beware: 
This would-be comeback turns 
out to be “the worst movie the 
Wachowskis have ever made,” 
said Rene Rodriguez in The 
Miami Herald. Using a script 
“worth two dollars at best,” 
the sibling filmmakers have 
produced a “hackneyed, surpris-
ingly dull” sci-fi fantasy that 
Warner Bros. spent $175 million 
to make. “Some decent actors are thrown under 
the spaceship along the way,” said Ty Burr in The 
Boston Globe. Though Mila Kunis “manages to 
retain most of her dignity” while playing a cleaning 
lady named Jupiter who learns she’s intergalactic roy-

alty, her co-stars mostly embar-
rass themselves. Poor Channing 
Tatum has to run around in elf 
ears for two hours, and Oscar 
nominee Eddie Redmayne (The 
Theory of Everything) deliv-
ers a “rapturously dreadful” 
performance as Jupiter’s power-
mad brother. When Jupiter 
Ascending hit theaters last week, 
it became “an instant candidate 

for the so-bad-it’s-sort-of-great hall of fame,” said 
Lou Lumenick in the New York Post. So what if the 
screenplay’s incomprehensible? Coherence doesn’t 
matter in a movie “so jaw-droppingly awful that you 
can’t wait to see what happens next.”

Kunis: A beacon of dignity

P
ar

am
o
u
n
t 

P
ic

tu
re

s 
A

n
im

at
io

n
, 

 W
ar

n
e
r 

B
ro

s.
, 

A
n
d
re

as
 B

u
rg

e
ss

 

The SpongeBob 
Movie: Sponge 
Out of Water

A missing recipe sends 
Bikini Bottom into a spiral.

Directed by Paul Tibbitt
(PG)

Jupiter 
Ascending

A cleaning woman  
discovers that she is  
a god reincarnate.

Directed by Lana and  
Andy Wachowski

(PG-13)

Review of reviews: Film  ARTS 27  

The question raised by the stars 
of this documentary remains 
“as important today as it was 
44 years ago,” said Chris 
Nashawaty in Entertainment 
Weekly. In 1971, eight anti-war 
activists broke into an FBI office 
in Pennsylvania and stole thou-
sands of documents, including 
evidence that the agency was 
spying on Americans engaged 
in peaceful protest activity. By discreetly channeling 
their findings to The Washington Post, the burglars 
delivered a resounding message: “Who will watch 
the watchmen?” Five of the plotters describe the 
crime here for the first time, and as they do, their 

story generates “the intricate 
excitement of a thriller,” said 
Richard Brody in NewYorker 
.com. The “fine fabric” of this 
cinematic tale is marred only by 
the inclusion of some “unimagi-
native” dramatic re-creations of 
key events. “What 1971 lacks 
in visual panache, however, it 
makes up in pace,” said Scott 
Tobias in TheDissolve.com. 

Director Johanna Hamilton establishes the context 
“swiftly and effectively,” then “escalates the stakes 
beautifully” as we watch how the activists’ disclo-
sures trigger a U.S. Senate probe and widespread 
revulsion at intelligence-agency overreach.

Co-conspirators John and Bonnie Raines

1971

A radical act exposes  
FBI misconduct.

Directed by Johanna 
Hamilton
(Not rated)

New on DVD and Blu-ray
River’s Edge 
(Kino Lorber, $30) 
“The darkest teen film of all time” is finally 
available again on DVD and Blu-ray, said 
Salon.com. Keanu Reeves and Crispin 
Glover star as apathetic high schoolers who 
have just learned that one of their friends 
killed another. An electric Dennis Hopper 
co-stars.

Birdman 
(20th Century Fox, $30) 
Michael Keaton’s performance in this 
Oscar-nominated film  is “nothing short 
of a triumph,” said The Washington Post. 
Playing a former action-film star trying to 
reinvent himself as a stage actor, Keaton 
gives “a one-man master class” in humor, 
pathos, and “dimly dawning wisdom.”

Life Itself 
(Magnolia, $27) 
Roger Ebert “had more impact on Ameri-
cans’ perspective toward movies than any 
single person,” said the Portland Oregonian. 
This documentary pays fitting tribute to the 
late critic’s work but also looks behind the 
scenes at his early struggles with alcohol 
and final battle with cancer. 



The Book of Negroes  
In the spirit of Roots and 12 Years a Slave, 
this six-part miniseries follows the poignant 
fictional narrative of a female slave named 
Aminata Diallo. Abducted by slave traders 
at age 11, Diallo survives countless cruelties, 
some at the hands of British soldiers during the 
Revolutionary War, to earn her freedom and a 
return trip to Sierra Leone. Aunjanue Ellis, Cuba 
Gooding Jr., and Louis Gossett Jr. star. Begins 
Monday, Feb. 16, at 8 p.m., BET 

Stevie Wonder: Songs in the Key of Life— 
A Grammy Salute  
Pop legend Stevie Wonder has been a chart- 
topping mainstay since recording “Fingertips,” his 
first No. 1 single, when he was 12. Fittingly, his 
career will be celebrated a couple nights after the 
2015 Grammy festivities with a concert featuring 
covers of his hits by John Legend, Willie Nelson, 
Lady Gaga, Janelle Monáe, Ariana Grande, and 
more. Monday, Feb. 16, at 9 p.m., CBS

The Odd Couple  
With the inexplicably popular Two and a Half 
Men ending its long run this week, CBS looks 
to pick up the slack with a new iteration of Neil 
Simon’s classic roommate comedy. Matthew 
Perry and Thomas Lennon —two veterans with 
plenty of chops and rapport—co-star as the 
slovenly Oscar Madison and prim Felix Unger. 
Whether this Odd Couple gets a long-term 
lease will depend on the strength of its writers. 
Thursday, Feb. 19, at 8:30 p.m., CBS 

Vikings 
By Odin’s beard! History’s guilty pleasure of a 
blood-and-spear epic is back for a third run of 
episodes. Having spent most of last season plun-
dering England and facing down the formidable 
King Ecbert, grimed-up Ragnar Lothbrok now 
rolls into Paris, attacking the stronghold of the 
Franks with a hundred ships, just as Norse leg-
end claims he did. Former Calvin Klein model 
Travis Fimmel stars. Thursday, Feb. 19, at 
10 p.m., History 

Television28 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Feb. 16  
Anatomy of a Murder 
Courtroom dramas don’t 
get better than this Otto 
Prem inger nail-biter, and 
soundtracks don’t get better 
than the one Duke Ellington 
added. (1959) 8 p.m., TCM 

Tuesday, Feb. 17 
The Fugitive  
Harrison Ford plays a 
falsely accused doctor pur-
suing the one-armed man 
who murdered his wife. A 
blockbuster remake of a hit 
1960s TV series. (1993) 7:15 
p.m., Sundance 

Wednesday, Feb. 18  
Gladiator  
Before he was into throwing 
telephones in hotel lobbies, 
Russell Crowe was throw-
ing spears in the Roman 
Colosseum in Ridley Scott’s 
sword-and-sandal epic. 
(2000) 8 p.m., AMC

Thursday, Feb. 19 
Dr. Strangelove 
Stanley Kubrick’s brilliant  
Cold War satire raises the 
possibility that Communists 
are even tainting our pre-
cious bodily fluids! (1964)  
8 p.m., TCM

Friday, Feb. 20 
Desperately Seeking Susan  
Madonna gave her check-
ered acting career an auspi-
cious start when she played 
a downtown New Yorker 
whose life is complicated 
by a suburban admirer. 
(1985) 6:10 p.m., Movieplex

Saturday, Feb. 21 
The Fault in Our Stars  
Newcomer Shailene 
Woodley shines in this tear-
jerker about a pair of teen-
age cancer patients who 
fall in love. It’s based on a 
best-selling young-adult 
novel by John Green. (2014) 
8 p.m., HBO 

Sunday, Feb. 22 
Children of Men  
A dystopian England of 
the not-so-distant future 
provides the backdrop for 
Alfonso Cuarón’s excel-
lent sci-fi thriller. Clive 
Owen stars. (2006) 10 p.m., 
Sundance 

Movies on TV

No other immigrant story has been as clouded 
by mythology. The 4 million Italians who ar-
rived on these shores from 1880 to 1920 have 
been immortalized in popular culture as a 
peo ple of unusual swagger and insularity, but 
filmmaker John Maggio aims to paints a more 
comprehensive group portrait. Using commen-
tary from influential descendants of that first 
Italian wave, Maggio corrects misconceptions 
and highlights the profound influence that Ital-
ian traditions and personalities have had on 
American culture. Begins Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 
9 p.m., PBS; check local listings 

Show of the week

Marlon Brando on the set of The Godfather

The Italian Americans

Kobe Bryant’s Muse  
Love him or loathe him, Kobe Bryant has a 
competitive drive and work ethic that have pro-
pelled him into basketball’s pantheon. Playing 
his 19th season and beset by injuries, the ordi-
narily taciturn Los Angeles Lakers guard opens 
up in a film that plays like an authorized biogra-
phy about his life and career. Most surprising are 
Bryant’s candid remarks about the sexual assault 
charges he faced in 2003. Saturday, Feb. 21, at 
9 p.m., Showtime 

Other highlights  
139th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show 
When “good dog” isn’t good enough: Top dogs 
from across breeds compete for best-in-show 
honors at the world series of canine competi-
tions. Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m., USA 

QI 
Anglophiles will find this one quite interest-
ing. Comedian and actor Stephen Fry hosts this 
smart, funny quiz show, which pits British celeb-
rities in a battle of wits. Thursday, Feb. 19, at 
8 p.m., BBC America 

87th Annual Academy Awards  
Either Boyhood or Birdman seems poised to 
take this year’s Oscar for Best Picture. Look 
for Michael Keaton, Julianne Moore, and J.K. 
Simmons to take home acting honors. Sunday, 
Feb. 22, at 8 p.m., ABC

• All listings are Eastern Time.

The Odd Couple redux: A new Oscar and Felix
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Food & Drink

Dirty French New York City
This is “one cocky restaurant,” said Pete 
Wells in The New York Times. Towering 
neon signs in “peep-show pink” announce 
its presence to Lower East Side denizens. 
But the swagger that matters resides in the 
kitchen. Restaurant dynamos Rich Torrisi 
and Mario Carbone treat French cuisine 
“with a hugely energizing lack of respect.” 
Baskets of levain bread are jettisoned for 
North African–inspired flatbreads that 
might have come from an out-of-the-way 
Paris neighborhood. “The mille-feuille is 
a technical showstopper, an accordion of 
ribbon-thin king trumpet mushroom stems 
that come to life when dragged through 
pools of Thai green curry.” The $72 roast 
chicken feast offers “a top-to-bottom 
remix.” First comes “sneakily rich” white 
meat in a foie gras and mustard-herb sauce. 
The hindquarters arrive next, drenched in 
a marinade of fish sauce and lemongrass, 
cooked slowly in chicken fat, then grilled 
with lime zest. Some of these over-the-top, 
postcolonial dishes go a step too far, but 
“nearly every weird mongrel idea leads in 
the direction of more flavor or more fun.” 
180 Ludlow St., (212) 254-3000

Pistola Los Angeles
“If you’ve traveled much in Italy, you prob-
ably have an idea of what an Italian steak 
meal might look like,” said Jonathan Gold 

Critics’ choice: Inauthentic and loving it
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Like kale and Brussels sprouts before it, caulifl ower is offi cially trending, 
said Kat Kinsman and Andy Baraghan in TastingTable.com. At Chicago’s meat- 

centric the Purple Pig, chef Jimmy Bannos draws in crowds with caulifl ower tossed 
in oil and seared on cast iron to bring out the vegetable’s nuttiness. 

Says Bannos: “People line up just to eat the damn caulifl ower.” 

Recipe of the week

• Heat oven to 375. Pulse 
the bread in a food proces-
sor until coarsely ground. 
On a sheet pan, toss bread 
crumbs with 2 tbsp of 
the olive oil and toast in 
oven, tossing occasionally, 
until golden brown, 6 to 8 
minutes. Season with salt 
and let cool.
• In a medium bowl, toss the caulifl ower 
with 3 tbsp olive oil, then season with 
salt and pepper. Note: Don’t worry if 

some pieces are bigger 
than others.
• Heat a large cast-iron 
skillet over medium-high 
heat. When pan is hot, 
sear caulifl ower until the 
fl orets are caramelized on 
both sides, 6 to 8 minutes.
• Toss the charred cau-

lifl ower in a large bowl with the lemon 
juice, remaining olive oil, cornichons, and 
parsley. Transfer to a platter and top with 
the toasted bread crumbs. Serves 4 to 6.

Charred caulifl ower with toasted bread crumbs, cornichons, and parsley
2 cups torn rustic white bread • 6 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil • kosher salt and freshly 

cracked black pepper, to taste • 1 head white caulifl ower or romanesco, 
cored and cut into ½-inch slices • 1 tbsp fresh lemon juice • ½ cup sliced cornichons 

• ¼ cup fl at-leaf parsley, roughly chopped

in the Los Angeles Times. Following a 
simple antipasto and pasta comes a “honk-
ing piece of meat, charred salty black in 
the fireplace.” Chef Vic Casanova, whose 
résumé runs from Arthur Avenue in the 
Bronx to Daniel Boulud, has now suc-
cessfully upgraded the concept. Part pasta 
house, part luxury steakhouse, Pistola is 
the home of big meat drowned in truffle 
butter and tomato sauces worthy of Italian 
nonnas. The wine list is chockablock with 
“blue-chip” varietals from outré Italian 
regions. There’s a “certain charisma” to 
Casanova’s “spicy, tart, tomato-intensive” 
standbys like buccatini all’Amatriciana and 
to his chocolate-flavored campanelle with 
braised duck. Huge hunks of meat typically 
follow—a $125 Fiorentina, or a “biceps-
sized” dry-aged tomahawk rib-eye. They’re 

not as “intensely mineral” as you’d find in 
Florence, but they’re well prepared. Add 
a round scoop of truffle butter, and “you 
probably wouldn’t notice if they slipped a 
pork chop on your plate instead.” 8022 W. 
3rd St., (323) 951-9800

Xico Portland, Ore.
Certain restaurants excel at “breaking 
open old cuisines,” said Karen Brooks 
in Portland Monthly. But Xico, which 
opened in 2012, stumbled out of the gate. 
Undaunted, chef Kelly Myers tinkered, 
developing new dishes that combined 
“playful notes and handmade rigor.” 
Though crowds were thin for months, the 
work is finally paying off. As electronica 
music “burbles” in the background, the 
staff first suggests a mescal flight, fea-
turing samples that co-owner Liz Davis 
sources from corners of Mexico where old 
men still hack at agave with machetes. A 
custom-built molino churns out “silky” 
moles, ranging from traditional mole verde 
to an unorthodox mole rosa tinged with 
beets, rose petals, and white chocolate. 
The entrees are inventive and excellent. 
“I’d do voodoo for another taste of the 
goat barbacoa,” which comes with creamy 
refried beans and jalapeno-infused pickled 
vegetables. Such dishes put Xico “at the 
vital edge of Portland cooking.” 3715 SE 
Division St., (503) 548-6343

Toying with the classics at Dirty French

The “Anything but Chardonnay” revolt 
of the 1990s was great for wine drinkers, 
said Bill St. John in the Chicago Tribune. 
Not only did it slow the onslaught of 
buttery, oaky whites, but it also jolted 
American vintners into experimenting 
with “offbeat” grape varieties, resulting in 
great New  World adaptations like these:
2012 Abacela Albariño ($20). This 
Oregonian albariño has more stone 
fruit fl avors than its Spanish counter-
parts but fi nishes “tight and tongue-
tingling in the European way.” 
2013 Don Ernesto Clarinet ($27). 
Tempranillo, Spain’s “noble” red 
grape, is “coming on strong” in 
Napa. “Lively of fruit and charac-
ter,” this wine could go toe to toe 
with a Spanish Rioja. 
2012 Mettler Family Vineyards 
Pinotage ($25). You don’t have to 
be a fan of South African pinotage 
to enjoy this “brooding, brambly” 
bottling, rich in red-fruit fl avors.

Wine: The offbeat Americans
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Art lovers on the lookout for “the Next Big 
Thing” should be adding Yogyakarta to 
their itineraries, said Maria Shollenbarger 
in Condé Nast Traveler. The city of 
nearly 400,000, long the nexus of tradi-
tional Indonesian arts, recently spawned 
a thriving contemporary art scene that 
put it back on the map of aesthetes from 
around the world. Not that local tourism 
needed a major boost. Yogya, as locals 
call it, sits near two extraordinary temple 
sites in eastern Java, the most populous 
island in the world. After Bali, the city is 
the most visited place in all of Indonesia’s 
17,000-island archipelago. But book a 
flight in and look around: Yogya is serving 
as incubator to “Indonesia’s next genera-
tion of artists and gatekeepers of culture.”

In Yogya, “quiet creativity” has been 
an essential part of life for centuries. 
Indonesian shadow puppetry was born 
here 1,000 years ago, as was batik, some 
400 years later. Textile collectors have long 

This week’s dream: Yogyakarta—Indonesia’s cultural soul
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Virgin founder Richard 
Branson is making good on 
his vow to do things differ-
ently, said Chicago maga-
zine. The first-ever Virgin 
hotel, located in Chicago’s 
Old Dearborn Bank Building, 
opened last week and wel-
comed even nonguests into 
a “vibrant” second-floor 
lounge, accessed via marble 
stairs, that combines a large, 
oval bar; an open kitchen; 
and plenty of shared work-
stations. Each guest room 
features a sliding door to 
divide the space and a bed 
with a seat back attached to 
one corner. Two more dining 
venues and a roof bar will 
open in coming months.
virginhotels.com; doubles 
from $195

Hotel of the week

Spending a day in Palisades Park, N.J., can 
feel like a trip to Korea, said James F. Lee in 
The Washington Post. The first municipality in 
America with a Korean-majority population, the 
small borough just west of Manhattan makes it 
easy to imagine being a world away. Korean is 
heard on the streets more often than English, and 
almost every sign combines both tongues. After 
a lunch of seafood noodles and bean paste stew, 
my wife and I walked along Broad Avenue past a 
monument to Asian women who were enslaved 
by the Japanese during World War II. “Our 
Korean culture quest” continued at nearby King 
Spa, where we baked at 200 degrees in a kiln-
shaped super sauna before full-body massages. We 
had 20 places to choose from for dinner on Broad 
Avenue, and followed our meal by mingling with 
crowds heading to the karaoke bars. The next 
morning, we picked up some hodo kwaja cakes; 
“we were taking a taste of Korea home.”

Getting the flavor of...

A guest room’s dressing area

Last-minute travel deals
Mexico’s ‘Pearl’ 
Save 70 percent on three-night 
getaways to Mazatlán, Mexico’s 
“Pearl of the Pacific.” A package 
offered by Delta Airlines and in 
effect through July 31 includes 
round-trip airfare and three 
hotel nights. Book by Feb. 28. 
Starts at $562 a person. 
deltavacations.com

Ski Minnesota 
Through March 31, stay at the 
Grand View Lodge on Gull Lake 
in central Minnesota and get 
free lift tickets to Mount Ski 
Gull. The offer includes 15 per-
cent off additional tickets and 
access to an indoor water park 
and spa. Doubles start at $170. 
grandviewlodge.com

An Icelandic adventure 
Catch the tail end of a rare solar 
maximum and see the north-
ern lights. Through March 27, 
Iceland Air is offering an $879 
package that includes round-
trip airfare, three nights in 
Reykjavik, an aurora hunt, and 
trips to the Blue Lagoon. 
icelandair.us

treasured the city’s patterned fabrics, and 
other visual arts have been nurtured by the 
presence of Indonesia’s most prestigious art 
academy and of the nation’s richest sultans. 
You’ll want a private car and driver to 
navigate the city’s chaotic streets, but “as 
you explore, you’ll discover art in enclaves 
of surprising quiet and beauty.” Just out-
side beyond the narrow streets of the 16th-

century-old city stands a modern bungalow 
that’s home to the Cementi Art Foundation, 
an early torchbearer of contemporary 
work. Out at the edge of the city, the 
Sarang Building shows emerging artists but 
is “worth a visit for its gorgeous galleries 
and outdoor exhibition pavilion alone.”

You’ll also find, right within the city, “the 
ravishing green natural beauty that charac-
terizes much of Indonesia: stands of palms, 
steeply pitched roofs, fields of undulating 
mist.” But if you crave a perfect blend of 
Java’s past and future, drive out to the 
countryside and check into Amanjiwo, 
a modern 36-suite hotel inspired by the 
Borobudur temple compound visible in 
the distance. Amanjiwo’s guides will take 
you to the Buddhist complex before dawn 
to watch the sun rise. “It’s an ideal spot: 
seated in the eminence of Indonesia’s past, 
considering its future.” 
At Amanjiwo (amanresorts.com), doubles 
start at $1,150. 

America’s first Korean-majority town
In New Mexico’s Jemez region, “it’s all about 
nature,” said Pam LeBlanc in the Austin 
 Ameri can-Statesman. Other areas dotted with 
natural hot springs may offer more gourmet din-
ing and highbrow spas, but “if you prefer quirky 
and homespun, this is your place.” Located about 
50 miles northwest of Albuquerque, the Jemez 
(HAY-mez) Mountains were formed by the same 
volcanic activity that produced the area’s many 
hot springs. You can pull right off Highway 4 to 
soak in often-crowded Spence Hot Springs, but 
better choices lie farther afield. My husband and 
I hiked a 6-mile trail to San Antonio Hot Springs, 
a collection of “toasty, hot-tub-sized pools,” and 
we didn’t mind that the six other bathers there 
wore nothing. Nearby, the trails around the lovely 
Jemez Falls are “suffering from overuse.” Better 
was Valles Caldera National Preserve, where the 
Las Conchas trail proved to be “one of the pretti-
est hikes in the area.”

Hot springs in New Mexico

Chicago

Virgin Hotels Chicago

Shadow puppets at the Sonobudoyo Museum



The best...winter sports gadgets

Beartek 
Snowsport Gloves
You’ll have the upper 
hand on other board-
ers with these mitts. A 
small Bluetooth or Wi-Fi 
module slipped inside 
allows you to use fi nger 
gestures to control your 
phone, music player, and 
GoPro camera. 
$170, beartekgloves.com
Source: Time.com 

Brunton 
HeatSync Vital
“Press a button, and 
voilà!—you’re supremely 
toasty.” When the battery 
is fully charged, this vest 
can maintain a tempera-
ture of 113 degrees for 
more than four hours, 
“making it ideal for 
extreme conditions.”
$75, brunton.com
Source: Outside 

Celestron 
Elements Firecel+
This pocket battery pack 
“pulls triple duty”: It can 
warm your hands, light 
your path if you stay out 
past dark, and provide 
a 50 percent charge for 
your phone. “Whether 
you ski or not, it’s a good 
device to keep on hand.”
$50, celestron.com
Source: Time.com

Smith Optics 
I/OS Elite Turbo Fan
Eyeglass wearers can 
fi nd other goggles that 
use a built-in fan to 
prevent lenses from fog-
ging. But the fan in this 
set is unusually quiet. 
When there’s a slight 
wind blowing, it’s “prac-
tically silent.”
$275, smithoptics.com 
Source: CNET.com 

Consumer

Car and Driver 
Land Rover’s entry-level SUV “no longer 
makes a mockery of the brand.” This “com-
petent and handsome” compact crossover 
revives the Discovery name and replaces 
the “awkward and unloved” LR2. From 
front bumper to rear spoiler, “there isn’t a 
bad angle or errant crease,” and while the 
power train needs to improve, ride quality 
is excellent.

Road & Track 
It’ll be a few years before Land Rover has 
a new engine ready. For now, the “laggy, 
boomy” 240-hp, four-cylinder used in 
the Range Rover Evoque is paired to a 

“recalcitrant, frustrating” nine-speed 
automatic transmission. But thanks to solid 
undergirding, this smallish SUV “has all 
the presence, refi nement, and solidity of 
one that’s much larger and more expen-
sive” and—though most buyers will use 
it mostly on suburban roads—“it’ll easily 
traverse a swiftly fl owing river with water 
deep enough to wet the headlights.”

Motor Trend 
Inside, there’s enough room for fi ve adults 
plus—if you choose the optional third-
row seating—“two small, uncomfortable 
children.” But the second-row seats fold to 
boost maximum cargo space to 67 cubic 

feet, and that versatility enhances the 
Discovery Sport’s core appeal. There are 
plenty of small, premium SUVs out there; 
the Sport “separates itself from that pack 
by offering true off-road chops.” 
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Tip of the week...
Troubleshooting for houseplants

Best apps…
For finding something to watch

And for those who have 
everything…
Struggling to tame a bad habit? The Kitchen 
Safe invites you to lock away your tempta-
tions until a time of your choosing. Place 
cookies, cigarettes, a smartphone, or even 
a drunk friend’s car keys inside, then set the 
time lock by turning the dial and pushing a 
button. Three hours or three days later, the lock 
will release when the time’s up. No overrides 
are allowed, “which 
actually makes it 
so much easier to 
avoid temptation.” 
Used wisely, this 
“ingenious” device 
“helps save you 
from yourself 
and helps form 
good habits.”
$59, amazon.com 
Source: 
BlessThisStuff.com 

Yellow leaves: These are a sign of over-
watering. Because many plants are semi-
dormant in winter, they need less water. 
Clip the yellow leaves and allow soil to dry. 
If yellowing persists, treat the soil with an 
iron supplement.

Dry, brittle leaves: Plants suffering from 
low air moisture can be refreshed with a hu-
midifier or by placing each pot on pebbles 
in a pan of water.

Rotting leaves: Pinch them off and toss 
them out: On an indoor plant, rotting leaves 
can promote fungal growth and disease.

Common pests: White fuzz on a plant 
indicates mealybugs; remove them by dab-
bing with an alcohol-soaked cotton swab. 
Spider mites look like red dots and can 
be defeated with a cold shower. Scale are 
insects that look like tiny brown helmets; 
affected stems should simply be cut off.
Source: Martha Stewart Living 

Fandor is a Netflix-like service for the 
high-minded. Rather than promoting the 
latest blockbusters, the app “gives top bill-
ing to little-known gems from the foreign-
film world and festival circuit.”

Fan TV is a TV Guide for the streaming 
universe. Looking for a film or show but not 
sure where to find it? This free iOS app tells 
you whether it’s on broadcast or cable or 
streaming, then launches the app needed.

Flix Roulette picks a Netflix movie at ran-
dom for you. “Silly, yes”—but this free app 
relieves you of decision-making pressure. 
You can use filters to limit the selection by 
genre, director, or star rating. 
Source: The Wall Street Journal 

The Land Rover Discovery Sport: What the critics say

Premium off-road capability, 
from $37,710

THE WEEK February 20, 2015

Giro Edit
Many outdoor-sports 
enthusiasts enjoy 
capturing their slope 
heroics on GoPro 
cameras. Because this 
helmet features a handy 
GoPro mount up front 
rather than on top, it 
“allows you to avoid the 
Teletubby look.”
$180, giro.com 
Source: CNET.com

Correction: The Mr. Heater Big Buddy 
MH18B, a portable heater we recommend-
ed in our Feb. 6 issue, runs on propane, 
not electricity.
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This week: Houses in the Twin Cities
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 Uptown, Minneapolis  Lying on the edge of Lake 
Calhoun, this eight-bedroom house was built in 
1905. Currently a duplex, the home features a 
fireplace, crown molding, exposed beams, and 
hardwood floors. The 0.23-acre property includes 
flower gardens up the front walkway and a fenced 
backyard with perennial gardens and a stone patio. 
$1,195,000. Ross Melby, Lakes Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, (952) 230-3100

 Cathedral Hill , St. Paul  Built in 1910, this six-bedroom Tudor sits on 
historic Summit Avenue, a boulevard voted by the American Planning 
Association as one of the top 10 streets in America. The home features 
rare hardwood millwork, a new kitchen, a three-season sunroom, and 
a master suite with a fireplace. $899,900. Dennis Brennan, RE/MAX 
Results, (612) 759-7984

 Lowry Hill, Minneapolis  This six-bedroom 
Georgian colonial is close to Kenwood Park 
and the Lake 
of the Isles. 
Built in 1919, 
the home has 
two sunrooms, 
hardwood 
flooring, an 
open gourmet 
kitchen, a 
fireplace, and 
an exercise 
room. The 
manicured 
property in-
cludes a blue-
stone patio 
with French doors that lead into the living 
room. $1,750,000. Bruce Birkeland, Coldwell 
Banker Burnet, (612) 414-3957

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis
St. Paul
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 Lowry Hill,  Minneapolis 
 Built in 1919, this five- 
bedroom Mediterranean-style 
house was completely reno-
vated in 1992. The interior 
features custom millwork, 
crown molding, French doors, 
and a two-story glass wall with 
doors to the exterior. Outdoor 
amenities include flowering 
trees, a courtyard, a barbecue 
area, and a four-car heated 
garage with a roof deck. 
$1,795,000. Barry Berg and 
Chad Larsen, Coldwell Banker 
Burnet, (612) 925-8411

 Summit-University, St. Paul  Built in 1888, this three-
bedroom Italianate-style Victorian is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The house has a new roof, 
exterior paint job, and carpeting on the third floor. Additional 
features include vaulted ceilings, hardwood floors, and ornate 
crown molding. $410,000. Claire Miller, Edina Realty, (651) 
434-4556

Steal of the week

 Downtown, St. Paul 
 This brick building is a 
three-bedroom mixed-use 
structure. Features include 
two fireplaces, open 
beams, a gourmet kitchen, 
a lower-level theater, and 
three patios. The house 
has three levels of wine 
storage holding 1,235 
bottles and accessible by a 
pulley system. $2,750,000. 
Julie Regan and Jeff 
Hornig, Lakes Sotheby’s 
International Realty, (952) 
230-3100
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When Tom Hendershot retired at 55 after more than 30 
years in law enforcement and corporate security, going 
back to work wasn’t on his radar. With his newfound 

free time, the Grand Rapids, Mich., resident pursued his passion 
for dinosaurs in earnest. He became a fossil hunter in the badlands 
of Montana, Wyoming, and South Dakota, selling bones he uncov-
ered to museums throughout the West. But before long, he began 
thinking about transitioning his retirement hobby into a business. 
“I realized from my contacts with museums that there was a lack 
of good, high-quality imagery of dinosaurs,” he said. “So I said, I 
wonder if that’s a market opportunity?” 

He launched a firm, Antiquities Company, and hired an illus-
trator experienced in drawing dinosaurs to develop a line of real-

istic, highly detailed dinosaur posters for museum shops, selling 
them at the Smithsonian and the Chicago Field Museum. With 
the help of a paleontologist, he also built a traveling museum 
exhibit on the Ice Age that has been shown in North Carolina and 
Michigan, and he is completing another on dinosaurs. 

Now 71, he’s thrilled with his new career. “When I’m gone, the 
memory of kids’ visits to a museum may create some lasting effect 
on mankind that I’ll never know about,” he said. “It’ll be their 
contribution that they leave, and I’ll have had some kind of con-
nection to that. It’s about leaving a legacy.”

Hendershot exemplifies a new and growing trend of older 
Americans embracing unconventional retirements. As Baby 
Boomers reach the end of their traditional careers, longer life spans 
and long-term demographic changes are leaving them with more 
time and energy, and, for some, the financial need for more work. 
Many are taking up new careers, launching businesses, working 
part time, and volunteering. And an entire industry of organiza-
tions and businesses has emerged to help them accomplish it.

A Shift a Long Time Coming
Several factors are driving the movement away from traditional 
retirement—one of the biggest being financial, owing to the phas-
ing out of employer-provided pensions and the inability for most 
people to depend on Social Security. 

“Boomers need to self-fund an increasingly larger portion of 
their retirement than previous generations did,” said Catherine 
Collinson, president of the Transamerica Center for Retirement 
Studies. “Also, life expectancies are longer than they were for our 
grandparents’ generation.” A healthy, upper-middle-class couple 
aged 65 today have a 43 percent chance that one or both of them 
will live to see 95.

Not only are the years longer, but people are healthier. In the 
1950s and ’60s, manufacturing and farming jobs were far more 
common. “Today, it’s information services and social services, 
or jobs in hospitals, health care, education,” said Chris Farrell, 
author of Unretirement: How Baby Boomers Are Changing the 
Way We Think About Work, Community, and the Good Life. 
“It’s a lot easier to be working in a medical diagnostics office than 
in a coal mine. It’s also a lot cheaper to start your own business. 
People can work out of their home because of the internet.” 

Workers today are also better educated than they were in the 
past, leaving them with a desire to seek personal fulfillment and 
use their minds later in life. “For people who’ve had professional 
careers, they continue to work because of identity issues—they’ve 
been very invested in their careers,” said Kathleen Christensen, 
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Redefining
       retirement  

EVERY DAY WILL BE A PERSONAL DAY.
BECAUSE SOMEDAY

Older Americans are launching second careers, 
working part time, and volunteering, turning the 
notion of retirement on its head.

B Y  L A U R A  S H I N

Hendershot turned a 
fossil hobby into an 

exhibit business.
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director of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation’s Working 
Longer program. “This is how they see themselves—a 
lawyer, a doctor, an academic, and they’re not willing 
to give up that identity so easily.” 

That’s the case with Gail Dinter-Gottlieb, 71, 
a Brooklyn-based former molecular biologist and 
university president. For the past four years, she has 
been putting her fundraising experience to work as 
a consultant and a grant writer—including for film-
maker Mira Nair’s education and microfinance char-
ity, the Maisha Foundation. She’s also learned Spanish, 
French, and Chinese and written two murder myster-
ies. “I don’t have to be doing this right now,” she said. 
“I do it more for my interest and stimulation than because I need 
it financially.”

The Encore Years
Of course, for many Boomers, working in retirement is a financial 
necessity. Many Americans have simply not saved enough and see 
working longer as a way to stave off having to radically cut back 
on their standard of living. Other Boomers with modestly sized 
retirement accounts are mindful that they do not want to draw 
down their savings too fast, and so they continue working in order 
to provide some additional financial flexibility and freedom. 

But increasingly, Boomers say they pursue employment because 
the idea of idling away their last 30 years is distinctly unappealing. 
Sixty-five percent of Boomers plan to work past 65, according to 
the 2014 TransAmerica Retirement Survey.

When Conan O’Brien’s show moved from New York City to 
Los Angeles in 2009, its costume designer, Deborah Shaw, then 55, 
decided not to follow. After her 30-year career in show business, she 
began thinking of doing something more service oriented in criminal 
justice. She started volunteering through the Horticultural Society of 
New York, teaching horticulture at New York City’s Rikers Island 
jail. After a year of volunteering, she was hired as a horticultural 
therapist in 2011, teaching botany, gardening, nutrition, and job 
readiness. Now 60, she teaches at the jail as well as at a center in 
Brooklyn for former homeless people suffering from mental illness. 

Even though she now earns in a month what she used to earn in 
a day, she said, “It is important to me I get paid, because I consider 
this to be my current career. It’s not just a hobby or something I dab-
ble in.” But she doesn’t work for the money. “It’s extremely reward-
ing. I can’t emphasize that enough,” she said. “These are people 
who’ve never really spent time outside or had any connection with 
the natural world, and to see somebody plant a seed in March in the 
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greenhouse and eat that tomato in August is—I don’t 
even know how to describe it. It’s very, very exciting.”

A New Economy
Corporate America is slowly realizing the oppor-
tunities made possible by the unretirement trend. 
Companies like Intel and IBM offer programs for 
older workers to transition out of retirement and 
back into the workplace. Others, like Michelin, 
have programs that enlist retirees to help train new 
employees or volunteer in the local communities 
tutoring children.

New businesses and organizations are also pop-
ping up to serve the needs of this new kind of retiree. In 2009, 
Encore.org, an organization whose mission is to transform aging 
in the United States, launched a fellowship program to help 
private-sector workers make a shift to nonprofits. It also runs 
the Purpose Prize, which awards $100,000 to social entrepre-
neurs over 60. In 2013, AARP launched the Life Reimagined 
Institute, which helps older Americans navigate personal and 
career transitions. ReServe, launched in 2005, matches those 
55 and over with organizations needing their expertise, and 
RetirementJobs .com, a job board listing 30,000 jobs nation-
wide for workers 50 and over, offers companies the opportunity 
to show their commitment to older workers by becoming a 
Certified Age Friendly Employer. “Age bias is a reality in the 
American workplace,” said RetirementJobs CEO Tim Driver, 
“so we’re trying to winnow down the employers on our website 
to those looking to attract and retain this cohort.”

Driver says mature workers are attractive to employers 
because they have low turnover and can relate to and deal with 
older customers. Banks like to hire older customer-interfacing 
employees, he said, because bank branches are typically visited 
by people over 50. Such customer service and retail jobs are also 
appealing to older workers because they are often part time. 

Steve Bradley, head of recruiting services at Citizens Bank, 
which began posting all its job listings on RetirementJobs.com 
last year, said, “When we put a job out there, we’re looking for 
the most qualified person to do the job. We don’t target the age 
worker for a specific job. [But older workers] have a lot of expe-
rience, and they bring a lot of value. They’re very committed, 
and their work ethic is strong.”

These unconventional retirees feel the benefit, too. “My work 
keeps my mind sharp,” said Hendershot, the dinosaur entrepre-
neur. “It makes me a more vital human being.” 

Investing involves risk, including risk of loss. 
The trademarks and/or service marks appearing above are the property of FMR LLC and may be registered. 
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. © 2015 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 709207.10.0

Every someday needs a planSM. 
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Deciding what to do next requires being 
both visionary and practical.

In 2006, at age 48, Rob Laymon had had enough of being a 
newspaper editor. He began to devote more time to sailing, 
a longtime hobby. One day, he told an assistant manager 
at a boating-supply store that he wished he could find a job 
that would allow him to be out on the water. The man hap-
pened to be the director of a Boy Scout program and said 
they were always looking for ship captains. 

“I knew it was going to scare the heck out of me—I was 
going to have lives at stake—but I forced my way though it 
and became captain of a Boy Scout boat,” says Laymon. “I 
really liked it.” He soon realized sailing was the perfect ve-
hicle for the way he would educate young people if he were 
in charge. Now 56, he works for a nonprofit called the Los 
Angeles Maritime Institute that aims to help at-risk children 
see their potential through experiences at sea. 

Laymon says one of the most helpful factors in finding 
his new calling was a life and career coach. “She helped me 
organize the search in such a way that I was ready when 
the answer came,” he said. “She was also savvy about the 
pitfalls of thinking too hard about it.” 

While Laymon found working with a coach helpful, hir-
ing one isn’t absolutely necessary. You can also figure out 
how you might want to spend your “unretirement” with 
these 10 steps. 

1. DREAM BIG 
Figure out what you are passionate about, says retire-
ment coach Dorian Mintzer. “Be open to possibilities, and 
brainstorm with other people.” Ask yourself, “What was I 
interested in when I was younger but had to put on the back 
burner? If I opened myself to a big-sky vision, and if money 
weren’t an issue, what might I love to do?” 

2. ASSESS YOUR STRENGTHS 
Combine your vision with a practical look at the professional 
skills you’ve developed over the years. Which of your abili-
ties do you want to use more often? Can you apply them in 
new ways? A coach, peer group, or self-assessment could 
help you think through these issues. 

3. CONSIDER YOUR MOTIVATION
Determine what you want out of your retirement. Does the 
work need to generate income or health benefits? Or are you 
looking more for personal fulfillment, the opportunity to give 
back, or the chance to pursue your passion? 

4. DO SOME INTERVIEWS AND SHADOWING
Taken together, all these factors—your passions, strengths, 
and needs—should narrow the field. Try out some of your 
ideas by conducting informational interviews with or shad-
owing people in the fields you’re interested in, especially if 
you’re eyeing something completely new.

5. START ‘GIVING YOURSELF AWAY’ 
Put yourself to work, whether by volunteering at a soup 
kitchen or as a tutor, doing pro bono consulting or temping. 
“That process will help you figure out what you like doing, 
what you want to do more of, and what you don’t want to be 
doing, and to meet the network of people who will connect 

you with opportunities,” said Marci Alboher, vice president at 
Encore and author of The Encore Career Handbook. 

6. SPREAD THE WORD 
“The most valuable asset any older worker has is his or 
her network, the people who have known him or her over 
the years—the colleagues, the friends, the synagogue, the 
church, the third degree of separation,” said Chris Farrell, 
author of Unretirement. “Economists and theorists say more 
than 50 percent of all jobs come through your network. The 
thing about a network as an older worker is they don’t care 
how old you are.” Bypassing the traditional human resourc-
es channels could also help prevent you from being rejected 
by an algorithm. 

7. SEARCH FOR OPPORTUNITIES
Conduct a traditional job search using resources like 
 Retirement Jobs.com, the Encore Fellowships Network, 
 ReServe, LinkedIn, and industry-specific listings. Keep in 
mind industries that might be particularly open to older 
workers, such as customer service jobs, advocates for se-
niors (which involves taking them to doctors’ appointments 
during the workday, for example), and caregiving. 

8. KEEP YOURSELF MARKETABLE
“It’s important to stay fresh and with the times,” said Cath-
erine Collinson, president of the Transamerica Center for 
Retirement. “Demonstrate that your skills are up to date with 
whatever the job requires, if it’s knowing the latest software 
packages to being familiar with current vocabulary.” If you 
feel like your skills could be spruced up, get some training.

9. BELIEVE IN YOURSELF
“My own advice is, if you’re 21 or 71—whatever your age—
own it,” said Collinson. “Have pride and take confidence in 
your skills and abilities. Many of the exact same do’s and 
don’ts apply with a prospective employer. When granted an 
interview opportunity, it’s your opportunity to articulate the 
value you can provide that employer.” 

10. LET GO
Finally, let go. “These kinds of transitions take time, so don’t 
put pressure on yourself to figure it all out right away,” said 
Alboher. “Give yourself time to get lost.” 

HOW TO PLAN YOUR ENCORE

Finding the right path for you requires being proactive. 
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Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, 
and Jennifer Aniston 
aren’t the only ones 
with signature scents 
these days, said Susan 
Carey in The Wall Street 
Journal. Airlines hop-
ing to offer a more 
relaxing environment 
to passengers are also 
getting into the custom 
fragrance business. Two 
years ago, Delta Airlines 
created Calm, a lavender-
and-chamomile mixture 
“that it sprays in air-
plane cabins and infuses 
in the hot towels” in first 
class. United will soon 
spritz Landing, a medley 
of orange peel, sandal-
wood, cedar, and leather, 
in airplane board-
ing bridges and club 
lounges. Spain’s Iberia 
and Alaska Airlines are 
also working on custom 
fragrances. Airline exec-
utives say a lovely scent 
will hopefully invoke 
positive associations 
with their service, though 
the motivation is partly 
practical. “We were 
trying to improve the 
smell of our lavatories, 
to be honest,” says Mike 
Henny, Delta’s director of 
customer experience.

Airlines become 
‘fragrant fliers’

BUSINESS

HSBC is in hot water again, 
said Steve Slater and Joshua 
Franklin in Reuters.com. Leaked 
files from the British bank’s 
Swiss subsidiary provided new 
details this week about how the 
firm “helped wealthy customers 
dodge taxes and conceal mil-
lions of dollars of assets” from 
tax authorities prior to 2007. 
The International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists, which 
first reported the story, said that HSBC’s list of 
questionable clients included arms dealers, traf-
fickers in blood diamonds, and “bag men for 
Third World dictators.” The documents sug-
gested that the bank knowingly marketed tax-
dodging schemes and colluded with clients.  

This may be “the biggest bank-
ing leak in history,” said Juliette 
Garside in TheGuardian .com. 
Although the records pertain 
to accounts prior to 2007 
and HSBC claims it has since 
enacted “significant” reforms 
to beef up its tax compliance 
practices, these revelations 
will unquestionably spur 
“renewed government scrutiny.” 
Already, officials in the U.S., 

Belgium, Switzerland, Denmark, and France have 
called for investigations into HSBC’s practices. 
“Financial institutions who are proven to have 
colluded with tax evaders should face the full 
force of the law,” said Danny Alexander, Britain’s 
chief secretary to the Treasury.

Banks: Leaks reveal HSBC helped tax evaders

Tech: Apple’s value tops $700B
Apple just hit another milestone, said Tim Higgins in Bloomberg .com. The 
tech giant, already the world’s largest company by market cap i tal i za tion, 
hit a record Tuesday when it ended trading at $710.7  billion—the first 
time a company has topped $700 billion in value. The latest growth 
was largely fueled by huge demand for the first larger-display iPhones. 
Apple’s market value makes it twice as valuable as rival Micro soft and 
far ahead of the world’s second-biggest company, Exxon Mobil, which 
has a market cap of $385 billion. 
Companies: Coca-Cola expects rough year
2015 is going to be a bumpy ride for Coca-Cola, said Mike Esterl 
in The Wall Street Journal. The world’s largest beverage company 
reported dismal earnings last week, with fourth-quarter profits plung-
ing 55 percent—from $1.71 billion a year earlier to $770 million. The 
drop is largely the result of “weakening foreign currencies” and dwin-
dling sales abroad, which have offset sales gains in the U.S. The com-
pany said executives are optimistic that Coke will return “to healthy 
growth in 2016.”
Media: Sony Pictures’ chief moves to new role
Sony Pictures’ beleaguered chairwoman, Amy Pascal, is stepping 
down, said Brooks Barnes and Michael Cieply in The New York 
Times. Pascal, whose embarrassing emails were released during the 
movie studio’s massive hacking scandal, announced last week she will 
transition from studio head to a key producer role, overseeing promis-
ing upcoming projects like the Ghostbusters remake, a Cleopatra epic 
starring Angelina Jolie, and new Spider-Man films produced in col-
laboration with Disney’s Marvel Studios.
Travel: Starwood to spin off time-share business
Starwood Hotels’ time-share business will soon be its own separate 
publicly traded company, said Mamta Badkar in the Financial Times. 
Starwood, which owns brands including Westin, W, St. Regis, and 
Sheraton hotels, said the spin-off plan will allow its time-share opera-
tion, which had sales of $640 million last year, to take advantage of 
the growth in the booming time-share sector. Investors cheered the 
move, and analysts speculated that Starwood will “repurpose capital 
that would have been invested in the business to buy back shares” and 
improve its own stock price.
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Renewed scrutiny of shady deals

Twenty-nine percent of 
women in heterosexual mar-
riages in which both spouses 
work outearn their husbands, 
up from less than 20 percent 
in 1990. But a bigger pay-
check can translate to trouble: 
Research suggests that when 
a wife earns more, spouses 
are less happy and husbands 
are more likely to cheat.  
FiveThirtyEight.com

Seventy-one percent of 
companies that went public 
last year were  unprofitable—
almost as many as the year 
the dot-com bubble burst, 
when 80 percent of compa-
nies with initial public offer-
ings had no profits.  
CNNMoney.com

For the first time since the 
end of the recession in 2009, 
more Americans report hear-
ing mostly good news about 
the job market—28 percent—
than bad news—22 percent. 
HuffingtonPost.com

A study of mortgage ap-
proval rates by Zillow says 
white borrowers who apply 
for a conventional mortgage 
are denied just over 10 per-
cent of the time, while blacks 
and Hispanics have their ap-
plications denied more than 
twice as often. One reason 
may be that whites tend to 
earn more than blacks and 
Hispanics, but the disparity 
in approval rates narrows 
only slightly among lower-
income borrowers.  
CNNMoney.com

Renters make up the major-
ity of the population in nine 
of the country’s 11 biggest 
cities, including Miami; New 
York; Boston; Los Angeles; 
San Francisco; Houston; 
Washington, D.C.; Dallas; 
and Chicago. In 2006, renters 
were the majority in just five 
of those cities.   
The Wall Street Journal

The bottom line
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Making money

Are you feeling “a bit of tip creep”? asked Hil-
ary Stout in The New York Times. As more 
merchants switch to electronic payment systems, 
customers in coffee shops, hair salons, and 
taxicabs are increasingly confronted with re-
quests for “higher and higher gratuities.” When 
baristas swivel around the iPad payment system 
at swanky coffee shops, 20, 25, or 30 percent 
tips are the standard options; riders paying with 
plastic in the back of New York City taxicabs 
have to manually enter any tip less than 20 per-
cent. Alimento, an Italian restaurant in Los 
Angeles, now even includes two gratuity lines on 
diners’ checks: one for the servers, one for the 
kitchen staff. 

Our tipping obligations are beginning to get out 
of hand, said Perry Stein in The Washington 
Post. I’m all for tipping my barista, but when the 
order is a $4 cup of coffee, and the gratuity op-
tions are $1, $2, or $3, it feels as though we’re 
moving into “absurdly generous” tip territory, 
“particularly considering that baristas, unlike 
waiters and bartenders, generally make at least 
minimum wage.” New technology is playing a big 
part in shaping our behavior, said Robert McGarvey in Main 
Street.com. “Before, you might have tossed the loose change 

from your transaction into a jar and patted your-
self on the back for generosity.” But the “close 
proximity” of the iPad-swiveling cashier and the 
“pre-set tipping options” put pressure on custom-
ers to open up their wallets and tip generously.  

As well they should, said Matt Buchanan in 
TheAwl.com. Until we’re “ready to join other 
civilized nations in abolishing tipping” in ex-
change for wages people can actually live on, 
here’s the formula for coffee-shop tipping: “a 
minimum of one dollar per drink.” And “if you 
cannot abide by this, drink Diet Coke.” Even 
if you don’t frequent upscale coffee shops, said 
Lucia Peters in Bustle.com, this is a good time to 
brush up on your tipping etiquette. At tablecloth 
restaurants, tip 15 to 20 percent of the pre-tax 
bill; at buffets, it’s 10 percent. Give 10 to 15 
percent for delivery, and $1 to $2 per drink or 
15 to 20 percent of your tab at the bar. If there’s 
a tipping jar, throw in a dollar if you’re a regu-
lar, you had a complicated order, or your server 
went “above and beyond for you in any other 
way.” Finally, don’t punish a server “for things 
someone else screwed up.” Instead, “tip as you 

would normally, and if there’s an issue of any sort, talk to 
 manage ment about it.”

Tipping: Is 25 percent the new normal?
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Tech adds to tipping pressure.

What to do after the Anthem hack
A major cyberattack on the nation’s second-
largest health insurer means consumers 
should take steps to safeguard their data, said 
Tara Siegel Bernard in The New York Times. 
Hackers made off last week with “names, 
Social Security numbers, birthdays, addresses, 
emails, and employment information for as 
many as 80 million people,” including Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield customers. Anthem has 
vowed to “provide free identity repair ser-
vices and credit monitoring for up to a year” 
for anyone whose information was compro-
mised. But because the attackers obtained 
so much data, you’re better off taking more 
steps. “Ask your financial institution (or any 
other account provider) to attach a secret 
word or code to your accounts,” and con-
sider requesting a “security freeze” on your 
credit reports to prevent thieves from opening 
new accounts.

TurboTax rolls back upgrade fee
TurboTax is backtracking on a controversial 
change that caused an uproar among custom-
ers this year, said Laura Saunders in WSJ.com. 
Intuit, the publisher of the tax-preparation 
software, apologized last week after it failed 
to disclose a change to TurboTax’s desktop 

and downloadable versions that forced some 
users—specifically those who needed Sched-
ule C, D, E, or F forms—to update from 
 Turbo Tax Deluxe to versions that cost as 
much as $30 more. “Intuit’s reversal means 
that next year TurboTax Deluxe desktop soft-
ware will once again include Schedules C, D, 
E, and F.” In the meantime, Intuit has vowed 
to waive the upgrade fee for this year’s filers 
and issue partial refunds to existing customers.

When to be a cheapskate
They say “you get what you pay for,” said 
Gerri Detweiler in Credit.com, but some-
times, “going the cheap route makes per-
fect sense.” While I wouldn’t recommend 
skimping on toilet paper—“you really do 
want thicker and softer”—there “are some 
instances in which you can pay less without 
sacrificing quality.” Groceries nearing their 
sell-by dates, for instance, are often marked 
“way down” and are perfectly safe as long 
as you freeze or cook them right away. Inex-
pensive dishes and glassware “hold up just 
as well as the expensive ones,” and it’s “less 
traumatic when they get broken.” Children’s 
clothes are another place to save, since they 
“will be outgrown before long” anyway, and 
you’ll need the savings to buy more outfits.

What the experts say

Nearly 6.6 million children worldwide die 
each year before reaching their fifth birth-
day because of preventable and treatable 
illnesses like pneumonia, malnutrition, 
and dysentery. Curamericas Global 
( curamericas.org) partners with under-
served communities around the world 
that suffer from high child and maternal 
mortality rates to provide lifesaving 
health education and services. Since 
the organization’s inception, in 1983, 
Curamericas has helped roughly 1 mil-
lion people throughout Latin America, 
the Caribbean, and Africa by working 
with existing local health organizations 
and providing vitamin supplements to 
children, family planning information, 
malnutrition treatments, and, last year, 
Ebola crisis intervention services. Its work 
in nearly 90 communities in Guatemala 
helped reduce maternal mortality rates 
more than 60 percent last year. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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Stock buybacks “are killing the American econ-
omy,” said Nick Hanauer. While corporate profits 
once “flowed through the broader economy in the 
form of higher wages or increased investments,” 
companies today are obsessively focused on the 
short-term enrichment of shareholders, often 
through buying back their own corporate stock. 
It’s a straightforward way to make a company’s 
earnings look healthier than they are; a firm that 
buys back its own stock, thereby reducing the 
number of its shares on the market, can instantly 
turn lackluster earnings per share into something 
more impressive. Over the past decade, companies 

in the S&P 500 “have spent an astounding 54 per-
cent of profits” buying their own stock. Last year 
alone, U.S. firms spent $700 billion—roughly 4 
percent of GDP—on the purchases. That’s draining 
billions of dollars from the real economy and creat-
ing “a paper-asset bubble,” not to mention the fact 
that it’s “mathematically impossible” to sustain 
America’s global competitiveness “while flushing 
away 4 percent of GDP year after year.” Wash-
ington needs to take steps to curb this practice. If 
CEOs can “refocus on growing their companies 
rather than growing their share prices, shareholder 
value will take care of itself.”

“Once upon a time, you actually had to pay 
lenders to borrow money,” said Matt O’Brien. 
Not anymore. France, Finland, Belgium, and 
Germany are currently “getting paid by inves-
tors” to borrow for up to six years; Switzerland is 
even getting paid to borrow for 10 years, which 
has “never happened anywhere before.” And it’s 
not just governments. Last week, Nestlé’s debt 
became the first corporate bond with maturity of 
a year or more to ever have a negative yield. If 
you are wondering why it would make sense to 
pay Nestlé—“or anyone else for that matter”—to 
borrow money from you, just look to the euro. 

Because of falling prices, “a euro will be worth 
more tomorrow than today,” prompting inves-
tors to loan money “for nothing or even negative 
amounts.” Banks also want these “super-safe” 
bonds to use as collateral, and the white-hot de-
mand has pushed yields into negative territory. 
Since Europe’s austerity “has already limited the 
supply of government bonds,” frenzied investors 
are turning to “the next best thing”: blue-chip 
corporate debt from the likes of Nestlé, wagering 
that the company is about as likely to default as 
Germany. One thing is certain: Quantitative eas-
ing “wasn’t supposed to work this well.” 

The “economic recovery we’ve been 
waiting for might finally be here,” said 
Chris Matthews in Fortune.com. The 
Labor Department released “one of the 
best” jobs reports in years last week, and 
by most measures, it’s “one for the his-
tory books”: 257,000 new jobs in Janu-
ary, rebounding wages, and revisions to 
estimates for November and December 
showing jobs gains for those months 
were 147,000 higher than previously 
thought. All in all, this was the seventh-
best autumn for job growth since the 
U.S. government began keeping employment statistics in 1939. 
If the past is our guide, job growth “doesn’t get much better 
than what we have right now.”

It’s hard to see the latest report “as anything but excellent news 
for the American economy and American workers,” said Neil 
Irwin in NYTimes.com. Businesses are beginning to hire in 
significant numbers, and wages are starting to creep up. Aver-
age hourly earnings, which jumped an impressive 0.5 percent 
last month, are now up 2.2 percent over the past year, sug-
gesting firms are finally offering “raises that are higher than 
inflation” in order to “attract and retain quality workers.” 
Even the rise in the unemployment rate—up a tenth of a point 
to 5.7  percent—“was good news,” said Russell Berman in 
TheAtlantic.com, since it reflects the fact that the labor force 
actually grew by a whopping 703,000 workers last month. You 
know the economy is doing well when even “discouraged job 
seekers” return to the rolls in such numbers.

It’s still too early “to start uncorking 
the champagne,” said John Merline in 
Investors.com. Though President Obama 
“likes to brag that there have now been 
51 months of uninterrupted monthly job 
gains, which have resulted in 10.3 mil-
lion new jobs,” the population of eligible 
workers has also grown over that time—
by 11.2 million. “By that measure, the 
country has actually lost ground over the 
past four-plus years.” The fact remains 
that there are still too many people who 
“aren’t working or even looking for a 

job,” said Mark Whitehouse in BloombergView.com. Among 
those from the prime working ages of 25 to 54, the labor force 
participation rate stands at around 81.1 percent. That’s down 
from 83.4 percent a decade ago, meaning there are about 2.9 mil-
lion “job-market dropouts who have yet to return.” 

Still, it’s telling that Republicans are having to dig deep to find 
negatives in this report, asked John Cassidy in NewYorker.com. 
In the run-up to 2016, a healthy and improving job market 
means the GOP “will be robbed of one of the most potent 
arguments any political party challenging for power can have: 
that the incumbents have screwed up the economy.” That 
doesn’t mean the good economic winds will decisively blow in 
the Democrats’ favor. But absent a major foreign-policy crisis, 
the economy “is the most important factor in presidential elec-
tions, which means that the Republicans are in a pickle.” After 
all, “when things are clearly getting better, how do you per-
suade voters that they aren’t?”

Issue of the week: The recovery turns a corner
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Why corporate 
stock buybacks 
are bad news
Nick Hanauer
TheAtlantic.com

When firms
get paid
to borrow
Matt O’Brien
WashingtonPost.com

January delivered a ‘historic’ jobs report.



Charlie Sifford was 
never cowed by the 
racism that he met 
on and off the golf 

course. The cigar-chomping golfer 
received so many death threats after 
becoming the PGA’s first black tour 
member in 1960 that he played 
through North Carolina’s 1961 
Greater Greensboro Open with a 
police detail at his side. Sifford fin-
ished at the top of the leaderboard 
in the open’s first round and that 
night received an anonymous phone 
call warning him not to show up the next day. 
His response was pure defiance. “Whatever 
you’re going to do, you’d better be ready at 
9:20 a.m.,” he told the caller. “Because that’s 
when I’m going to be out there on the first tee.”

Working as a caddy at a whites-only country 
club in Charlotte, N.C., Sifford was “shooting 
par golf—and smoking cigars—by the time he 
was 13,” said the Los Angeles Times. At 17, 
he was banned from playing at the club; the 
members were upset that he was better than 
them. Unable to join the PGA, which had a 

“Caucasians only” rule, Sifford 
spent the 1950s playing on the less 
lucrative black golfers’ circuit and 
competing in the few tournaments 
that accepted blacks and whites. 
The hostility Sifford encountered 
at those mixed events was fero-
cious, said The Washington Post. 
He faced “death threats, heckling 
from spectators, and sabotage 
on the course.” He often had to 
change in his car and eat lunch 
with the caddies, because he 
wasn’t allowed in the clubhouse. 

In 1960, after sustained pressure from civil rights 
groups and California’s attorney general, the PGA 
finally allowed black members, said The New 
York Times. Although his “best playing days 
were behind him,” the golfer “showed what he 
might have accomplished in his prime,” winning 
two tournaments on the PGA Tour and the PGA 
Seniors championship in 1975. But his success 
was always tinged with regret. “I really would 
like to know how good I could have been with a 
fair chance,” he said. “I had a gift, but I had too 
much pressure. I will never know.”

Obituaries
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As the head 
basketball 
coach at the 
University 

of North Carolina, Dean 
Smith mentored many of 
the game’s greatest players, 
including James Worthy, 
Billy Cunningham, and 
Michael Jordan. His 
teams won at least 20 
games in 27 consecutive 
seasons, playing in 11 
NCAA Tournament Final Fours and winning 
two National Championships. But despite his 
many accomplishments, Smith’s humble team-
first philosophy—known as the Carolina Way—
always held sway, even when it came to his own 
achievements. “I don’t think they should even 
keep coaching records,” Smith wrote in his 1999 
memoir, A Coach’s Life. “The records belong to 
the players.” 

“Coach Smith had basketball bloodlines as 
deep and as blue as the Carolina sky,” said USA 
Today. The son of schoolteachers, Smith grew up 
in Depression-era Kansas, earning an academic 
scholarship to the University of Kansas, where 
he played for Phog Allen, a protégé of the game’s 
inventor, James Naismith. In 1958, he went to 
work as an assistant to North Carolina coach 

Frank McGuire and 
took over the team three 
years later. After a series 
of mediocre campaigns, 
“Tar Heel basketball 
found its footing under 
Smith in 1966,” said the 
Los Angeles Times. He 
led the team to “a 26-6 
season that started a 
streak of three straight 
Final Four appearances.”

Smith had an equally 
big impact off the court, said The New York 
Times.  Drawing on the moral code he was 
taught by his parents, Smith “broke racial barri-
ers in a changing South.” Soon after arriving in 
Chapel Hill, he fought to desegregate one of the 
city’s most popular restaurants, and in 1966, he 
made Charles Scott the first black scholarship 
athlete at North Carolina. Smith’s commitment 
to social justice “earned him an especially endur-
ing stature,” and in 2013, he was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom—the nation’s 
highest civilian award. But Smith rarely spoke 
about his role in the struggle for racial equality, 
which prompted one interviewer to ask him if he 
was proud of his civil rights record. “You should 
never be proud of doing the right thing,” Smith 
replied. “You should just do the right thing.”

The legendary coach who put his players first

The golfer who shattered racial barriers

Dean
Smith
1931–2015 Many of the products that 

came to epitomize the sleek, 
futuristic world of post–
World War II Japan had their 
beginnings in Kenji Ekuan’s 

design studio. 
The designer 
created 
the look of 
Kikko man’s 

ubiquitous red-capped soy 
sauce bottle, Yamaha’s VMAS 
motorcycle, and a bullet 
train. Ekuan, who trained 
as a Buddhist monk before 
becoming a designer, had 
a philosophical view of his 
work. “The path of Buddha 
is the path to salvation for 
all living things,” he said in 
2002, “but I realized that, for 
me, the path to salvation lay 
in objects.”

Ekuan first recognized the 
power of design after his 
hometown, Hiroshima, was 
hit by an atomic bomb in 
1945, said The New York 
Times. When he returned 
home from naval college a 
few days later, the 16-year-
old saw a scene of utter 
destruction. “Faced with 
that nothingness, I felt a 
great nostalgia for human 
culture,” he said. “I needed 
something to touch, to look 
at. Right then I decided to 
be a maker of things.” He 
studied at the prestigious Art 
Center College of Design in 
Pasadena, Calif., and made 
his name in his 20s with 
the iconic Kikkoman bottle. 
Ekuan went through more 
than 100 prototypes over 
three years before settling 
on a final design, “which 
combined a gracefully curv-
ing form with an innovative, 
dripless spout.” 

Although Ekuan was hailed 
as one of the 20th century’s 
great industrial designers, 
he never doubted that his 
creations would one day be 
superseded and replaced. 
“Just like a man is born, 
becomes old, ill, and dies,” 
he said in 2010, “in a factory, 
things are born and then 
they have very useful years 
and then finally, die. It’s all 
the same.”

Kenji 
Ekuan
1929–2015

43

The former monk  
who shaped  
modern Japan 
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Vinyl comes full circle
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going. But for how long?

WHEN FORMER MUSIC 
journalist Michael 
Haentjes started the 

independent German label 
Edel in 1986, he relied on 
other companies to press his 
records. “They usually didn’t 
get him the best delivery 
times,” Runge said. “So by 
the ’90s he said, ‘I’ll build my 
own plant.’” Thanks to eco-
nomic policies aimed at assist-
ing reunification, Haentjes, 
who was from Hamburg, 
decided to locate his new fac-
tory on an industrial estate 
in Röbel, an unremarkable 
East German town in the 
Mecklenburg Lake District.

Even when Optimal launched, it looked as 
though vinyl would soon become obsolete. 
Records had first been superseded by cas-
settes, which were portable but chronically 
unreliable. With the arrival of the compact 
disc in 1983—introduced to consumers with 
the lure of cleaner sound and the en tire ly 
specious promise of  indestructibility— old-
style records looked to be finished. 

In that context, Haentjes’s decision to 
begin pressing records looked ludicrously 
sentimental. The company bought and 
installed its first vinyl presses in 1995 to 
service demand from independent compa-
nies producing dance music. DJs then still 
specialized in the art of playing and mixing 
12-inch records. 

Most of the pressing machines Optimal 
acquired had come from decommissioned 
factories, in the decade-long fire sale that 
followed the fall of the Soviet Union. In 
the late 1990s, six machines were used 
for production, while the rest were kept 
in storage, for spares. At this point, after 
years of steady decline, the international 
market for new vinyl was plummeting. By 
2001, the dance music world was increas-
ingly embracing CDs, laptops, and MP3s. 
Runge began discussions with Optimal’s 
senior staff about whether they should 
leave records behind. “There were a lot of 
meetings,” he remembered. 

In 2007, Optimal was presented with the 
chance to buy 15 more Swedish presses 
from a company in east London that was 
facing liquidation. At the very least, they 

thought, some of the machines could be 
a much-needed source of spares. Runge 
made regular trips to the plant, where he 
inspected what was on offer—not just 
presses but also an archive of the metallic 
master copies of stampers used to make 
thousands of different records, by artists 
including Simon & Garfunkel and the 
Manic Street Preachers, all of which could 
conceivably be put back into production. 
“We bought everything,” he told me. “We 
emptied the building.” 

The gamble was worth taking. During 
the 2000s, consumers had increasingly 
expressed a desire to hear music rendered 
as perfectly as possible. New vinyl-only 
labels had started to produce albums 
intended to capitalize on this interest, and 
on rock music’s built-in nostalgia. These 
were records you’d want to own, presented 
in luxuriant boxed sets, complete with 
hardback books and exact-replica artwork. 
In 2008, vinyl was given its own annual 
celebration: Record Store Day, on the third 
Saturday in April, when record companies 
would create thousands of limited-edition 
records coveted by collectors. 

Astute independent companies such as 
Rough Trade and Domino had also begun 
accompanying their records with exclusive 
download cards, so that anyone buying 
them could also access digital versions of 
the music—and thus, if they wished, not just 
put their new music on phones and iPods 
but also keep their records pristine.

By 2013, Optimal had 27 active presses, 
manufacturing records around the 

Vinyl records are enjoying an unexpected comeback, said John Harris, and pressing plants can’t keep up. 

ON AN INDUSTRIAL estate in Röbel, 
90 miles north of Berlin, the vinyl 
presses at the Optimal factory were 

grinding away. They made a percussive 
racket—regular clunks, wheezes, and hisses, 
underlaid by a droning hum—and created 
a distinct aroma, sharp and metallic, sug-
gestive of steam engines and old cars. 

My guide for the day was Peter Runge, 
the 46-year-old operations director for 
the plant. He oversees the manufacture 
of DVDs, CDs, and books for Optimal, 
but the task in which he takes the most 
pleasure is supervising the production of 
vinyl records, in what he and his colleagues 
claim is Europe’s biggest pressing plant. 

Together, we watched copies of Nick Cave 
and the Bad Seeds’ Live From KCRW 
tumble from one of the machines. Across 
a narrow aisle, a press dedicated to 7-inch 
records was spitting out copies of “The Boy 
From New York City,” a 1964 single by the 
Ad Libs, a soul group from Bayonne, N.J. A 
few yards away sat fresh stock of Fleetwood 
Mac’s Rumours. Next to those was a grow-
ing pile of the album Clandestine by the 
Swedish death metal band Entombed, being 
pressed on purple vinyl. 

Optimal’s machines run 24 hours a day, for 
most of the year, and production capacity 
has to be booked up to a year in advance. 
Every hiss and wheeze of the company’s 
machines attests to a story that, 20 or so 
years ago, would have seemed unthinkable: 
the renaissance of the vinyl record.

In the first half of 2014, officially regis-
tered sales of vinyl in the U.S. stood at 
around 4 million, an increase of more than 
40 percent compared with the same period 
in 2013. That may represent a tiny fraction 
of the industry’s estimated sales of recorded 
music, but still, a means of listening to 
music essentially invented in the 19th cen-
tury and long since presumed to be dead is 
growing at speed.

Hanging over everything Runge showed 
me was an awkward question. While 
demand for records is increasing year by 
year, Optimal’s stock of machinery is old, 
and getting older. New presses are unaf-
fordable, unless the big companies were to 
invest, but vinyl is still too small a sector of 
the market for them to be convinced. The 
kind of painstaking maintenance and tech-
nical ingenuity one might think of as the 
Cadillacs-in-Cuba model keep the industry 
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Peter Runge oversees vinyl presses that run 24 hours a day.



clock. This year, with the addition of two 
machines that have been brought out of 
storage, the company says it will press 
18 mil lion records.

IN OCTOBER 2010, on a Sunday evening, 
14 people gathered in the wood-paneled 
upstairs room of the Hanbury Arms, on 

Linton Street in Islington, north London. 
They had come to listen to a vinyl copy 
of Abbey Road, the Beatles’ last album. 
The event was the first of a series called 
Classic Album Sundays, and the idea was 
simple enough: A small crowd would come 
together to spend a couple of hours eating, 
drinking, and talking, before people took 
their seats, snapped into silence, and lis-
tened to both sides of an album played on 
hair-raisingly expensive equipment.

The event was organized by an American 
named Colleen Murphy, who listened to the 
whole of Abbey Road lying on the floor. In 
early 2012, Classic Album Sundays was the 
subject of an item on the BBC Breakfast 
TV program. Ever since, most of Murphy’s 
events have been sellouts, and there are 
now offshoots in Glasgow, Scotland; New 
York City; Oslo; and Portland, Maine.

Murphy has lived in Britain since 1999. 
She DJs under the name Cosmo, produces 
and remixes music, and runs a vinyl-only 
label called Bitches Brew. At New York 
University, she became the program direc-
tor of the renowned college radio sta-
tion WNYU—and in the early 1990s, 
she began an enduring friendship with 
David Mancuso, who pioneered parties in 
Manhattan known as the Loft, where he 
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Fool; and a record by the San Francisco 
psychedelicists Quicksilver Messenger 
Service, which droned away in a corner. 

After mastering, the acetate disc is sprayed 
with atomized silver and dipped in chemi-
cals, creating a metallic cast of the original 
disc known as the father. Another metal 
disc, called the mother, is cast from this 
one. The mother is then used to create sev-
eral mirror-image “sons,” or “stampers,” 
which are taken to the presses to imprint 
the grooves on heated vinyl.

In the U.S., where there are only around 
a dozen pressing plants, the average wait-
ing time between music arriving at a fac-
tory and finished records emerging used 
to be about four weeks. Now, it runs to 
three months—which, in a world where 
musicians are used to snap-releasing their 
material online, can create complications. 
At Optimal, record companies must book 
production as much as a year in advance.

If the demand for vinyl continues to 
increase, what will happen when the orders 
begin to outstrip capacity? And what of 
the inevitable prospect of old presses reach-
ing the limits of reconditioning and simply 
dying of old age? As far as anyone knows, 
the last new machines were created in the 
early 1980s. Presses now change hands for 
around $30,000, double what they cost 10 
years ago. Sooner or later, companies such 
as Optimal will surely have to start think-
ing about fresh machinery.

“A new press would cost between 10 and 
20 times as much as an old one,” said 
Runge. “And it has to pay off. If that 
took 30 years, no one would lend you the 
money. And that’s the reason nobody’s 
doing it right now. But if another 10 or 20 
of our machines break down, and are unre-
pairable, then we’ll have no choice.”

Later that evening, near my hotel on 
Kastanienallee, the somewhat gentrified 
bohemian street that runs through the 
heart of Prenzlauer Berg, I went across the 
road to one of the city’s scores of record 
shops: Musik Department. 

The shop was empty and about to close; the 
sole staff member on duty was 41-year-old 
Falko Teichmann, an occasional DJ. 

We talked about the process of making 
records; I gushed about the impressive 
workmanship I had seen that day.

“It’s all worth it,” Teichmann said simply. 
“It just sounds better, doesn’t it?”

John Harris / Guardian News & Media 
Ltd. Excerpted from the original. 
Reprinted with permission.
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played music through ambitious audio set-
ups, only ever on vinyl.

When Murphy first visited one of Man-
cuso’s events, she told me, “I couldn’t 
believe how some of the records that I 
knew sounded so different.” She decided 
to try the Loft idea in London.

Early in December, I visited Murphy at 
her home in Hackney, east London. One 
downstairs room was lined with some-
where in the region of 10,000 records, 
arranged alphabetically, by artist. After 
making tea, she jumped up to put on 
Jeff Buckley’s “Last Goodbye,” from his 
only completed album, Grace, released in 
1994. Built around swirling guitar lines 
and Buckley’s dizzying vocal, the song was 
transformed. The kick drum, which drives 
the song along but too often sounds buried 
in the mix, was suddenly at the heart of 
what I was hearing. Buckley’s singing was 
so vivid as to evoke his physical presence.

THE SOUND THAT can trigger such 
an awed reaction is founded on 
a production process essentially 

unchanged in 70 years. First, the original 
music—in the form of master tapes, or dig-
ital files—is cut into a lacquer of malleable 
plastic with a texture like that of nail var-
nish. This is the delicate stage of mastering, 
which Optimal carries out in a converted 
Catholic church in downtown Röbel. 
When Runge showed me around, three 
cutting lathes were carving the grooves for 
the jazz pianist Keith Jarrett’s Sun Bear 
Concerts live album; the American indie-
rock band Warpaint’s first album, The 

Colleen Murphy, who organizes album-listening parties, owns about 10,000 vinyl records.
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Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

THE WEEK February 20, 2015

This week’s question: Scientists believe that the unique 
features of an ancient skull found in Israel may have 
been the result of interbreeding between humans and 
Neanderthals 60,000 years ago. If Hollywood made a 
romantic comedy about a love affair between a Nean-
derthal and a Homo sapiens, what would it be titled?

Last week’s contest: Russian lawmaker Ilya Gaffner 
has suggested that Russians who are struggling with 
soaring food prices because of international sanctions 
should “just eat less” to show their loyalty to President 
Vladimir Putin. If Gaffner wrote a patriotic diet book, 
what would it be called?

THE WINNER: “All Diet on the Eastern Front” 
Katie Johnson, Hermiston, Ore.

SECOND PLACE: “Lesser You, Greater Russia” 
Bev Caldwell, Mesa, Ariz. 

THIRD PLACE: “From Russia, Without Love Handles” 
Mara Pyzel, Haleiwa, Hawaii

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verification; 
this week, please type “Caveman romcom” in the sub-
ject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, 

Feb. 17. Winners will appear on the 
Puzzle Page next issue and at theweek 
.com/puzzle on Friday, Feb. 20. In the 
case of identical or similar entries, the 
first one received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Green sauce
6  Put the pedal to the 

metal
10  “The lady ___ protest 

too much, methinks”
14  Voyager aviator Dick
15  Long-distance prefix
16  Brainchild
17  Non-woods for Woods
18  Hemingway title word
19  Greenish-blue
20  Prosperity in 2014, on 

the Chinese calendar?
23  Macaque or bonobo
24  ___ Aviv
25  Word from the 

Icelandic for “to rush 
forth”

27  Churchill or Thatcher
29  She beat Maria to win 

the Australian Open 
on Jan. 31

32  Epoch
33  ___ salts
35  February birthstone
37  2015 event with 

cowboys and clowns? 
(starts on Feb. 19)

40  Movie vet
43  ___ this time (maybe 

later)
47  Number with no 

letters, on phone 
keypads

48  “Shoot!”
51  Mononymous 

Brazilian
52  Clara Bow was the 

original

54  Refusals
56  Many a Law & Order 

character, for short
57  Person who pledges 

never to shout in 
2016?

61  Indian or Pakistani, 
casually

62  Not loose
63  Accompanying
64  A long time
65  Wight or Man
66  Believer in Jah
67  Eater of sweaters
68  One power base for 

Boko Haram
69  Flexible pair

DOWN
1  You, for example
2  ABBA genre
3  Cheech and Chong, 

notably
4  Aquarium
5  Beginning
6  Consistent
7  Arequipa’s country
8  Shade providers
9  Sketched out
10  Potentially dangerous, 

as a situation
11  Trek
12  Promos
13  World’s largest ethnic 

group
21  “What is it?”
22  Clean up
26  Plague carrier
28  Wise one

30  Tougher to get your 
hands on

31  Category for  
the Shins

34  Tesla ___
36  See 59-Down
38  NCAA member?
39  Affection, briefly
40  Sally Jewell’s arm of 

govt.
41  With no time to dally
42  Gift with hundreds of 

pieces
44  Hybrid flower
45  Firm
46  Riot police carry it
49  Continental rival
50  Nicaragua number
53  Corkonian or 

Galwegian
55  Fire starter
58  Scrub down
59  With 36-Down, fun 

from Hawaii
60  Verve
61  Flow slower

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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