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There’s a recurring theme 
this issue. Now that 
April’s here it’s time to 

get out and about with your 
four-legged companion and 
enjoy the better weather.

And with the long, dark 
winter behind us, you’ll fi nd 
lots in this copy of Britain’s 
best-selling dog magazine to 
fi re up your enthusiasm and 
give you the motivation you 
need to get going.

From our survival guide 
to fun dog shows to our top 
tips on things to do with your 

dog this month, there’s really 
no excuse. We’ve even got 
a competition to win tickets 
to the All About Dogs shows 
happening in April — even 
more of an incentive.

Don’t forget to let us know 
what you and your dog have 
been up to this spring — and 
— even better — send us some 
pics to prove it.

Happy Easter!

“Old dogs, like old shoes, are 
comfortable. They might be a bit out 
of shape and a little worn around the 
edges, but they fi t well.”
Bonnie Wilcox — dog expert and author.

Editor

Editor’s 
letter

Melanie Hudson

facebook.com/yourdogmagazine

Follow us on Twitter @yourdog
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Great gift ideas at the BPG shop 

www.yourdogshop.co.uk
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COVER PIC: Westie X Jack Russell by 
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A dog owner has found a new 
career after creating a pet app 
which has gone viral.

‘My talking pet’ allows users 
to upload a photograph of their 
pet and make them appear as 
if they are talking. The app was 
developed by Iain Baird and 
Peter Worth, and was inspired 
by Iain’s Labrador, Elvis. 

“I’ve always thought about 
what Elvis would sound like if he 
could talk,” said Iain.   

The pair, from Leighton 
Buzzard, Bedfordshire, launched 
the app last April. 

It exploded in popularity 
after an endorsement on the 
USA’s biggest chat show.

“We were getting 80 to a 
100 downloads a day,” said Iain.

“Then two celebrities from 
an American sitcom spoke 

about the app on the Ellen 
DeGeneres show. 

“After that the app went to 
number one in the US. We were 
blown away. A rescue centre in 
California has also been using 
the app to make pleas from the 
dogs for a new home.”

The app has generated more 
than £100,000 since October. 
Iain has quit his job to work on 
it full time. 

“I’m working from home now 
so I can spend more time with 
Elvis,” said Iain. 

“It’s a dream come true.”
To download the app 

visit https://itunes.apple.
com/gb/app/my-talking-pet/
id662090840?mt=8 or

https://play.google.com/
store/apps/details?id=info.
wobamedia.mytalkingpet 

TALKING PET APP 
IS A SMASH HIT

 Iain has quit his 
job to work on 

the app. 

Nominate your brilliant Battersea dog

Have you rehomed a dog from Battersea Dogs & Cats Home? Do 
you want to tell the world about him or her? Here’s your chance!

We are inviting readers to nominate their former rescue dogs 
for our new Best of Battersea column. Write and tell us what 
makes your Battersea dog so special and he (or she) could be 
chosen to appear in Your Dog Magazine.

Readers will be able to vote for their favourite Battersea dog 
online at a later date. Here’s the story of one Battersea dog to 
inspire you.

Send your nominations in no more than 200 words, and include 
some photographs of your Battersea dog, to: Caroline Stringer, 
Communications, Battersea Dogs & Cats Home, 4 Battersea 
Park Road, London SW8 4AA. Alternatively, you can email your 
nominations to c.stringer@battersea.org.uk
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MADDIE
Young Lurcher Candy came to Battersea as a stray pup 
with her littermate Curtis. She didn’t know how to play 
with toys, and hadn’t learned any social skills.

After 38 days at Battersea’s Old Windsor centre, 
Candy came skipping down the path to meet Sharon 
Barnes and her husband Paul, and a week later she 
was settling into her new home — and a new name of 
Maddie — in Buckinghamshire.

She loves charging about in the fi elds, and snuggling 
with her best friend Reggie, the Jack Russell Terrier.

“Adopting Maddie has been a very rewarding 
experience and something that I would highly 
recommend,” said Sharon.

BEST OF 
BATTERSEA

Good homes come in all shapes and sizes — and so
do Battersea dogs. Visit battersea.org.uk/dogs to meet 
them. Like Battersea on facebook.com/Battersea, 
or follow it on Twitter @BDCH and take part in 
the conversation.

Maddie with her 
new friend Reggie.

A plea has gone out to dog 
owners to keep pets under 
control around sheep, following 
a savage attack on two 
breeding ewes.

The attack on the two sheep, 
which is being investigated by 
police, happened in fi elds near 
Bowness-on-Windermere in 
the Lake District. Lake District 
National Park ranger Steve 
Tatlock is appealing to dog 
owners to take care of their 
pets near sheep.

“Most walkers are sensitive 
to the needs of wildlife when 
out with their dogs, but the 
thoughtless minority can and 
do cause havoc,” he said.

“A dog chasing a lambing 
sheep can cause it to abort 
and, in the worst cases, kill 
the ewe.”

BE SAFE 
AROUND SHEEP

wobamedia.mytalkingpet 
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“Most walkers are sensitive

P

Ensure dogs are 
under control 

around sheep.

Iain with Elvis.

Lurcher Maddie.
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For your chance to win, answer 
the question below and send your 
name, address, and telephone 
number on the back of a postcard 
or sealed envelope, to: Your Dog 
Magazine, (Petsafe competition), 
1-6 Buckminster Yard, Main Street, 
Buckminster, Grantham, Lincolnshire 
NG33 5SB.

Alternatively, email your entry to 
editorial@yourdog.co.uk heading it 
‘PetSafe competition’. The closing 
date is April 15, 2014.

Q What is the name of the 
range of treat-dispensing 
toys from PetSafe?
A Busy Boy.
B Busy Buddy.
C Busy Bee.

Win!
A HAMPER OF DOG GOODIES

HOW TO ENTERYour Dog Magazine has teamed up with PetSafe to 
offer three readers the chance to win a selection 
of goodies for their dog.

Three fi rst-prize winners will receive a Drinkwell 360 
Pet Fountain, which has fi ve separate water outlets 
that create free-fl owing streams of water, aimed at 
encouraging pets to drink more throughout the day and 
four Busy Buddy treat-dispensing toys, including:
● The Busy Buddy Twist ‘n’ Treat, an adjustable rubber 
toy which can be fi lled with treats. 
● Tug-a-Jug, which enables dogs to see, smell, and hear 
the treats as they roll around.
● Kibble Nibble, which randomly dispenses dry food 
treats as it tumbles around. 
● Bouncy Bone, which provides an extended chewing 
experience and comes with three sets of treat rings.

Plus, 10 runners-up will each receive a Busy Buddy 
Bouncy Bone. For further information visit www.
facebook.com/petsafeuk

THREE NEW DOG 
BOOKS THIS MONTH
‘Lost & Found: 
true tales of love 
and rescue from 
Battersea Dogs & 
Cats Home’ (£6.99, 
Penguin).
With a foreword 
by dog-loving TV 
presenter Paul 
O’Grady, this book is guaranteed 
to pull on the heart strings. It 
features a collection of stories 
about former dog and cat residents 
of Battersea, including rescue dog 
Harper who helped treat a very ill 
little boy.

‘Saving Susie-Belle’ 
by Janetta Harvey 
(£12.99, John 
Blake Publishing). 
An uplifting true 
story of how the 
author rescued 
dog Susie-Belle 
from the horrors 
of a puppy farm.

‘Dogs in Action: 
working dogs and 
their stories’ by 
Maria Alomajan 
(£9.95, Exisle 
Publishing).
Tales of canine 
courage and 
camaraderie. The 
book celebrates 
feats of courage 
and determination, performed 
by dogs to improve and protect 
human life. All these books are 
available to buy from the Your Dog 
Bookshop. Visit www.yourdog.
co.uk/bookshop to order.

Terms and conditions: The winners will be the fi rst three correct entries drawn after the closing date, followed 
by 10 runners-up. BPG Media and PetSafe may use your details to let you know about other products or 
services you might be interested in. If you don’t wish to receive this information, please write ‘no’ in the top 
left-hand corner of your entry, or state this in your email.

Three readers 
will win all of 
these prizes.
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WHAT’S ON IN APRIL?
From April 1: 
National Pet Month runs until May 5. This year is the 
charity’s 25th anniversary. A host of activities and 
competitions will take place throughout the month. 
Pet lovers are also urged to host their own fundraising 
events. Visit www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk

Throughout April: 
West Dean Gardens, near 
Chichester, West Sussex, has 
reopened after its winter break 
and now welcomes dogs on leads. 
Canine guests are allowed into 
the grounds to enjoy the variety 
of walks in the parkland, grounds, 
and arboretum. Visit www.westdean.org.uk

s.

, 

April 12 and 13: 
All About Dogs show, 
Newbury Showground, 
Berkshire; one of the UK’s 
largest outside events 
dedicated to dogs, featuring 
a jam-packed weekend of 
doggy activities. Visit www.
allaboutdogsshow.co.uk

April 18 and 19: All About Dogs show, 
Suffolk Showground, Ipswich.

April 26 and 27: All About Dogs show, 
Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire.

PLUS
10 RUNNER-UP PRIZES

April 26 and 27: East 
Anglian Game & Country 
Fair, Norfolk Showground, 
Norwich; Norfolk’s largest 
game and country fair with 
a host of doggy activities. 
Visit www.ukgamefair.co.uk

April 27: Free ‘Living with dogs’ 
workshop, Wood Green The Animals 
Charity, Godmanchester centre, 
King’s Bush Farm, Godmanchester, 
Cambridgeshire; an essential guide to 
staying safe around dogs for adults and 
children. To book call 0844 248 8181 
or email handson@woodgreen.org.uk
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Trudy Rayment, from 
Walsall, West Midlands, says: 
“Charlie, a Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel, saved my 
mother’s life.

“She has been very ill 
recently, having had a kidney 
transplant, several strokes, 
and diabetes. 

“Charlie is a companion 
for her. They have a routine: 
Charlie sleeps in his bed in 
the kitchen and barks in the 
morning when he needs to 
be let out or fed. 

“On one particular morning 
he didn’t bark but instead 
climbed the stairs, went into 
the bedroom, and sat by my 
mum’s bed. He then started 
to paw at Mum, repeatedly 
barking, and running in and 
out of her bedroom.

“When my mum struggled 
to the bedroom door, 
Charlie ran downstairs. She 
discovered him sitting in the 
kitchen and encouraged him 
to go outside, but he kept 
barking in the kitchen.

“Mum felt increasingly ill and went to sit 
down. It was at this point that she saw her blood 
glucose machine. Her blood sugar levels were 
dangerously low. Any longer in bed and she could 
have been heading towards a coma.

“She took in some glucose and medication, and 
felt better. When she saw Charlie jumping at the 
back door desperate for the toilet she realised he 
had woken her up, guided her downstairs, and 
into the kitchen. “

SPONSORED BY 
HILIFE PET FOODS
Treating your dog to 
a delicious snack is a 
pleasure for both pet and 
owner, and your dog will 
love you even more if it’s 
a delicious meaty snack. 
That’s why HiLife has 
produced its new ‘Treat 
Me!’ range. These tasty 
treats are 70 per cent 
meat, soft and delicious, 
and wheat gluten free. 
They’re good fun too. 
They come as bangers 
with pork and apple, or 
as sticks with chicken and 
ham. For your nearest 
stockist call 01664 563209 
or visit www.hilifepet.co.uk

■ Tell us about your 
doggy hero and you 
could win a high 
street gift voucher 
from HiLife. Email 
k.felstead@bpgmedia.
co.uk, or write to us at 
Your Dog Magazine 
(My doggy hero), 
1-6 Buckminster 
Yard, Main Street, 
Buckminster, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire 
NG33 5SB.

Spring is all about attending 
dog shows with your canine 
friend. Your Dog Magazine 
has joined forces with All 
About Dogs to give away 
75 family tickets to three 
of its events in April.

We have three sets of 25 
family tickets up for grabs to 
the All About Dogs shows at:
■ Newbury Showground, 
Berkshire, on April 12 
and 13.
■ Suffolk Showground, 
Ipswich, on April 18 and 19. 
■ Newark Showground, 
Nottinghamshire, on April 26 
and 27.

Family tickets admit up to two 
adults and three children.

The events offer a host of doggy 
fun for the entire family, including 
demonstrations and shopping, 
various have-a-go games, and 
competitions. The shows will also 
feature grooming or behaviour 
advice from dog professionals.

THE GREAT DOG SHOW 
TICKET GIVEAWAY!

My 
doggy 
hero

SPONSORED BY

Charlie is a 
true hero.

For your chance to win, send your name, 
address, and telephone number, stating 
your preferred show venue, on the back of a 
postcard or sealed envelope, to: Your Dog 
Magazine (All About Dogs competition), 1-6 
Buckminster Yard, Main Street, Buckminster, 
Grantham, Lincolnshire NG33 5SB.

Alternatively, email your entry to editorial@
yourdog.co.uk heading it ‘All About Dogs 
competition’. The closing date for entries is 
April 3.

For further information or to book 
discounted advance tickets to any of the 
shows, visit www.allaboutdogsshow.co.uk

HOW TO ENTER

Terms and conditions: The winners will be the fi rst 75 entries 
drawn after the closing date. Winners must make their own 
way to and from the venues. No cash alternative is available. 
BPG Media and All About Dogs may use your details to let 
you know about other products or services you might be 
interested in. If you don’t wish to receive this information, please write ‘no’ in the top left-hand 
corner of your entry, or state this in your email.
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You and your 
dog will 

fi nd many 
activities to 
enjoy at All 

About Dogs.

Dog lovers across the UK are being 
urged to celebrate National Pet 
Month’s 25th anniversary.

National Pet Month (NPM) runs 
from April 1 to May 5 and aims to 
help other animal charities raise 
funds under its name, and spreads 
the message about responsible 
pet ownership.

A charity in its own right, NPM is 
asking people to stage fundraising 
events for a charity of their choice. 

To mark its silver anniversary, the 
charity has organised a party theme 
for 2014 and is encouraging pet 
lovers in the UK to organise or attend 
fund-raising events, and to register 
them online or feature them on 
NPM’s interactive map.

Many schools get involved in the 

event each year, so 
don’t forget to speak 
to your children’s school to see how 
they could join in.

This year, NPM is also 
encouraging veterinary practices to 
visit schools throughout the month.

So whether you fancy putting 
on a fun dog show or organising 
a sponsored dog walk, the 
opportunities to celebrate NPM 
are endless.

The interactive map will display 
events across the UK.

For further information about 
NPM visit www.nationalpetmonth.
org.uk 

Follow it on Twitter @
NatPetMonthUK and at www.
facebook.com/NationalPetMonth

IT’S TIME FOR NATIONAL 
PET MONTH

ak

75 
 FAMILY TICKETS UP FOR GRABS!
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IMAGE OF THE MONTH
Spotting a dog cocking his leg 
against a building is not an unusual 
sight. However, the antics of one 
particular canine has been stopping 
shoppers in their tracks.

This quirky dog sculpture caught 
Your Dog reader Peter Loft’s 
attention when he was in the city 

of York recently. The sculpture was 
outside The Fake Florist shop in the 
city centre.

“It made me smile,”said 
Peter. “And I couldn’t resist taking 
a picture. It stops people in their 
tracks when they walk up to 
the shop.”
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A top dog trainer and legal 
expert have teamed up to 
produce a series of online 
videos about issues facing the 
dog world.

Your Dog contributors 
Carolyn Menteith and Trevor 
Cooper have come together to 
create videos, called webinars, 
that feature key parts of their 
various seminars.

Subjects covered include the 
Dangerous Dogs Act, 
breed-specifi c legislation, 
aggression, and a special 
feature on the Staffordshire
Bull Terrier. More are also 
being planned.

For the past few years, 
Trevor has been travelling 
around the UK presenting 
seminars to people who are 
eager to fi nd out more about 
dog law. 

But he became aware that 
there were many people who 
wanted to know more but were 
unable to get to the seminars. 
And trainer Carolyn has found 
the same thing.

“Finally, however, there is 
an answer that combines our 
joy in technology with our 
thirst for dog knowledge, and 
it is one that other professions 
have already begun to embrace 
— and that is webinars,” 
explained Carolyn.

“With a webinar, you 
can watch it whenever or 
wherever you want — and 
with your smart phone or 
tablet you can even watch it 
on the train, in a hotel, or in 
bed, at your leisure.”

To download the webinars 
visit www.doglaw.tv or www.
dogtalk.tv

LEARN MORE WITH A WEBINAR

dog law. do

Make sure your canine friend has something 
to enjoy while you tuck into your Easter eggs. 
Buy him a seasonal treat — some companies 
sell doggy Easter eggs — or a new toy. 
Turn to our shopping section on page 72 
for inspiration.

Most gardens and grounds of historic houses 
have reopened to the public come April. Why 
don’t you visit a dog-friendly site and check 
out the spring fl owers and scenery?

April is also the month when various fun dog 
shows start springing up across the country. 
Some even hold special spring parades, such 
as the All About Dogs Show at Newbury, 
Berkshire, which has a spring puppy parade. 
So brush up on your dog’s showing skills and 
take him to a fun event.

Easter fun with 
your dog.

Carolyn 
Menteith.

Trevor 
Cooper.

CELEBRATE EASTER 
WITH YOUR DOG

3 WAYS TO...
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CHARITY BEGINS...CHARITY BEGINS...

These lovely 
ladies need a 
forever home.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Dogs are 
devouring 
their owners’ 
dinners, 
according to 
research.

of dog owners regularly 
feed their pets part of their 

evening meal with cottage pie, 
shepherd’s pie, and toad in 

the hole being the 
most popular dishes 

shared.

owners admit they let 
their dog out in the 

back garden for a quick 
run around, rather than 

taking them for a 
longer walk.

6 10out 
of

three
quarters

of owners surveyed 
acknowledged that their 

pets usually put on weight 
over winter, with 
45 per cent saying 

they thought it 
was OK.

third
A

The average 
British dog is 

taken on two walks 
a day at least fi ve 
days a week, for 
about 23 minutes 

a time.
of dog owners will split 

a bag of crisps with 
their dog.

fifth
A further

New home needed for 
abandoned trio
An animal shelter is searching for a home for 

three dogs who were abandoned on the side 

of a busy road.
Faith (nine), Hope (nine), and Charity (12) 

were discovered on the busy A142 in Soham, 

Cambridgeshire, in a small crate. They were 

taken to Wood Green The Animals Charity, 

based in Godmanchester, Cambridgeshire.

The charity wants to fi nd a home where the 

trio can enjoy their retirement years together. 

They can live with calm dogs, but no other 

pets, and children aged over 11.

“They are really low-maintenance and will 

enjoy short walks or just a garden to potter 

about in,” said a charity spokeswoman.

“They will make great family additions, as 

long as their new owners are happy with having 

dogs that enjoy sitting on laps.”

For further information on rehoming Faith, 

Hope, and Charity, call Wood Green on 0844 

248 8181.

Rescue dog Chockie, who we 
featured in our ‘To the rescue’ 
series in the January issue, has 
fi nally fi nd a new home.

Cross-breed Chockie was 
taken to Wood Green The 
Animals Charity with canine 
friend Scruffy last April after 
their owner’s circumstances 
changed. Attempts to rehome 
the pair together failed and 

Scruffy was soon snapped up.
Chockie has now been 

rehomed by one of the 
charity’s foster carers 
who lives in Burwell, 
Cambridgeshire.

She has met lots of dogs 
and is attending training 
classes with her new family. 

A charity spokeswoman 
said: “We are absolutely 

thrilled to hear she is doing 
so well.

“We often fi nd that people 
who foster dogs for a long 
period of time end up getting 
too attached to them. For 
Chockie, this was the best 
scenario. She now has the 
security of a loving home 
where she can live out her 
retirement years.”

Cheeky Chockie fi nds her forever home

More than

of owners also share 
snacks such as biscuits 

with their canine 
pal.

half

Chockie’s 
story in the 

January issue.
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Over the past few months, reports 
about a spate of dog deaths in 
the New Forest, caused by a 

mystery illness, have been rife in the press.
However, cases are not restricted to the 

New Forest; other parts of the UK have 
also seen cases including Cornwall and 
Co. Durham.

Fourteen cases were initially reported 
between December 2012 and March 2013 
— seven in the New Forest and seven 
elsewhere in the UK.

Two additional dogs were struck 
down in December 2013, followed by 
a further two in January this year. All four 
of these dogs had been walked in the New 
Forest, Hampshire.

An investigation into the dogs’ deaths 
is being led by Hampshire-based Anderson 
Moores Veterinary Specialists.

The surgery is encouraging owners of 
potentially affected dogs and dogs walked 
in these areas who haven’t been affected, 
to help its investigation by completing 

a questionnaire.
The idea behind 

the questionnaire, 
which was launched in 
conjunction with the 
Animal Health Trust 
(AHT), is to compare 
dogs affected by 
the illness to those 
unaffected.

The questionnaire 
will help vets to pinpoint where cases are 
happening geographically, and compare 
what affected dogs might be doing 
differently from unaffected dogs.

A spokeswoman for the AHT said 
the Suffolk-based charity was assisting 
Anderson Moores’ investigation.

DON’T PANIC
David Walker, head of internal medicine 
at Anderson Moores, explained that the 
pathology was the same as that reported 
in Greyhounds in the USA who suffered 

from a disease known as Alabama rot in 
the 1980s. The earliest sign of Alabama rot 
disease is skin lesions. Kidney failure is also 
a key symptom.

“Even though the disease has been 
around for 30 years we don’t know the 
underlying trigger,” said David.

“That’s where all our investigations 
are focused, on trying to fi nd this 
underlying cause. As soon as we know 
more we will let people know but it could 
take some time.”

Although it was important to be aware 
of the disease and its symptoms, David 
said owners should not panic.

“Dogs are initially presented with skin 
lesions,” he said. “These are often below 
the knee or on the elbow. They go on to 
develop generalised signs such as going 
off their food and vomiting. 

“If you see a skin lesion of unknown 
cause on your dog have a chat with 
your vet.

“The important thing to say is that 
these lesions are of unknown origin. The 
other message we are trying to get across 
is that most skin lesions won’t be caused 
by this disease.

“It’s incredibly important to be 
aware of it but don’t panic if you see a 

skin lesion. 
“It’s not isolated 

to the New Forest, 
as there have been 
cases elsewhere, so 
be on the lookout.”

Although 
Anderson Moores 
is taking the 
problem very 
seriously, it stressed 
that the number 
of dogs affected 
was relatively small 
in relation to the 
number of dogs 
walked in those areas.

The Forestry 
Commission has put 
up signs in the areas of 
the New Forest where 

dogs affected by the disease were walked, 
to raise awareness among dog walkers.

Libby Burke, FC communications 
manager for the south, said they were very 
much being led by the vets. 

She advised people to check the 
Forestry Commission website regularly for 
further updates.

● The questionnaire is available 
to complete at www.aht.org.uk/
newforestdeaths
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The New Forest isn’t 
the only area where 
cases of the disease 
have been reported.
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DEADLY DISEASE 
UNDER INVESTIGATION
A killer disease has been affecting 
dogs across the country, but how 
bad is the situation? We take a 
closer look.
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The number of cases reported 
represent only a small proportion 

of the many dogs exercised in 
the New Forest every day.
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More and more 
owners are becoming 
reluctant to let their 
dogs roam free.

Who let 
the dogs off?

Veterinary charity PDSA recently 
published the results of a national 
survey, which showed that the 

percentage of dogs allowed daily off-lead 
exercise has decreased to 66 per cent, 
a fall from 73 per cent in 2011. 

The survey attracted widespread media 
attention, but many owners were annoyed 
at suggestions that lack of off-lead walking 
was due to their laziness and neglect, 
which was causing an increase in canine 
obesity and behaviour problems. 

Outraged dog owners vented their 

concerns on social media sites, claiming 
that there were often valid reasons for 
keeping dogs on leads. 

From dogs being banned from public 
parks, to concerns over safety, why do we 
stop our dogs from running free? And can 
on-lead dogs really be happy and healthy?

PDSA vet Elaine Pendlebury said: 
“Dogs love running around and get a lot 
of stimulation from this. They depend 
on their sense of smell and love to go 
from tree to tree to sniff and detect what 
animals have been there before.

Statistics show that more of us than ever are keeping our 
dogs on leads. Why is this? Andrea McHugh reports.

The PDSA 
Animal Wellbeing Report 
2013 reveals that nearly a 

quarter of homes have a dog 
but 2.7million do not get off-lead 

exercise every day, a rise of 600,000 
since 2011. Key fi ndings state that 66 
per cent of pet owners feel all dogs 
should be kept on a lead in public 
places, signifi cantly different to 

the views of vets and vet 
nurses where only 44 per 

cent agreed.
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“Many people don’t understand 
how much exercise their dogs need 
— something like a Border Collie needs 
at least two hours every day.

“One client assured me that he gave 
his dog two hours of daily exercise, but it 
turned out that he took the dog for 
a fi ve-minute walk to a café, then enjoyed 
a 50-minute sit down with a coffee before 
walking home again! If you have a small 
dog, or a short-nosed dog you should 
be cautious and walk at the dog’s pace, 
but clearly if a dog is still full of energy 

when he gets home he would benefi t from 
additional activity. Dogs like to please us 
however and many will keep on chasing 
a ball for as long as someone throws it, so 
be careful not to over-exercise. 

“It is very important to have 
a well-socialised dog who gets on well 
with dogs and other people, and has 
a reliable recall so you can call him back 
from situations you don’t want him to 
be involved in.

“Several short exercise sessions are 
better than one long one. If you have 

to walk on a lead try using different 
coloured leads — one for a gentle stroll 
at the start, then swap leads and do fast 
walking, games, and practise recall. Finish 
by putting the fi rst lead back on for a 
cool down and allow plenty of sniffi ng 
time. Your dog will soon recognise that a 
change of lead indicates a change of pace. 

“Free off-lead exercise is fantastic, but 
because some parks and public places are 
now closed to them owners may need to 
research and fi nd somewhere suitable. This 
may be diffi cult for city dog owners, but 
we have a responsibility and need to do 
the best we can. 

“If owners can’t walk their dogs 
off the lead then I advise looking 
for alternative activities that provide 
stimulation such as training classes or 
agility lessons.”

PET CHECK
For tailored advice 

on how to improve the 
well-being of pets, take part 

in the PDSA’s Big Pet Check at 
www.abetterlifeforpets.org.uk 

Answering a few simple questions 
in a fun digital quiz will help 

to give owners an insight 
into their pets’ basic 

welfare needs.
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“I won’t 
risk it…”
Dog groomer Kath Gorick, from 

Basingstoke, Hampshire, has three 
dogs, and won’t allow two of 

them off the lead because she worries 
about their reactions.

“My dogs are all rescues,” said Kath. 
“I have two German Shepherds: Tilly, who 
is seven, and Jed, who is fi ve, as well as 
Harry who is 11, who I’ve had for two years.

“All my dogs are lovely and not a 
problem at shows or around other dogs 
on leads. However, Tilly and Jed are 
chasers, and if they see other dogs, 
wildlife, or sheep I wouldn’t get them 
back so I am very restricted, although little 
Harry is no problem.

“I used to drive to a secluded area 
where I knew I wouldn’t meet anyone and 
let them off when they were muzzled, but 
now I tend to walk them on the lead in 
public parks. As Jed has got older I fi nd 
I can get closer to other dogs, but I walk 
him in a headcollar for greater control.”

Kath also does agility, heelwork to 
music, and competitive obedience. “The 
dogs are off the lead for these activities 
and are fi ne,” she said. “I tend to keep 
Tilly on a long line if we go somewhere 
open and secluded, but I am always 
vigilant and my dogs are quite happy. I’ve 
even done cani-cross to keep us fi t.

“I am cautious because nowadays 
a dog doesn’t have to bite someone for 
you to end up in court; they just have to 
frighten someone.

“One of my bugbears is when people 
have a small fl uffy dog or a placid Labrador 
and think there won’t be a problem, so 
they allow them to run up to other dogs 
thinking everything will be fi ne, but they 
shouldn’t assume this. I have as much right 
to be in a park with my dogs as anyone 
else. I’d love them to run freely, but 
I just won’t risk it.”

“You never know what’s 
around the corner”

Sylvia Stringer, from Scunthorpe, 
Lincolnshire, has four dogs: 
12-year-old Miniature Poodle 

Prince, nine-year-old collie-cross Molly, 
and two working sheepdogs Sapphire 
and Chilli.

“I’ve had Chilli since he was a puppy 
and he was fi ne until he was six months 
old and then he turned reactive to 
everyone and everything,” said Sylvia. 

“Chilli is two years old now. I try and 
let him off the lead every day but I only 
do this when I can see in all directions 
and I am certain nobody is about. He has 
a brilliant recall, but if another dog ran 
up and was ‘in his face’ I don’t know what 
would happen. 

“Most days I also go to a country park 
where dogs must always be on a lead, 
but some people ignore the signs. 

“Everybody should be sensible and 
recognise that just because their dogs 
are OK it doesn’t mean everyone’s will 
be. I do take Chilli to training classes, 
but keep my distance from the class, 
although he is improving. 

“My other dog Molly was a rescue, 
found in a terrible state, and she hates 
other dogs. I do agility with her and when 
she is focused it’s like the rest of the 
world doesn’t exist, but if she was off the 
lead on a walk she would probably end 
up in a fi ght, so I don’t allow this. 

“I believe that if dogs get plenty of 

Kath with her 
three dogs.

Some public places operate 
a keep dogs on a lead policy.
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walks on a lead this is just as good 
as a short run off the lead. On holiday 
we walk our dogs four or fi ve times a 
day, but I won’t let them off in unfamiliar 
places because you never know what 
is around the corner. Nothing gives me 
greater pleasure than seeing my dogs 
running and playing, but I never do it if 
it’s not safe.”

A trainer’s perspective…

Lorraine Rohland, a member of the 
Association of Pet Dog Trainers and 
owner of Lincs Dog Training, said: 

“My view is that if you can’t trust your dog 
or don’t feel confi dent you can get him 
back then keep him on a lead. A training 
line will allow you to have your dog off the 
lead while you practise recall and when 
you trust him you can drop the line, but 
it’s there when you need it. Always attach 
training lines to a harness so you don’t jolt 
the dog’s neck and recall your dog before 
he gets to the end of the training line.

“So many people allow their dogs to 
go off the lead, but fail to engage with 
them because they are busy talking on 

a mobile or are otherwise distracted. 
Exercise is about having fun with
your dog, so take some treats and
toys out with you and do some training 
while out walking, as this will help to 
build the bond between you. The dog 
will receive stimulation from you and be 
less likely to become obsessed with the 
surrounding environment.

“Many public areas are now closed to 
dog owners, which is very sad and due to 
a small minority not picking up after their 
dogs or keeping them under control.

“Puppies need to learn how to meet 
and interact with different breeds and 
sizes of dog, but make sure this is with 
people and dogs you already know. It’s 
important that your dog isn’t always 
allowed to run off, but is taught to sit 
quietly at your side while you chat to other 
owners. This is why the Kennel Club Good 
Citizen Scheme is so good.

“Dogs need exercise and mental and 
physical stimulation, so play with them 
in the garden and other safe places. 
I recently had a Saluki owner ask if they 
could hire my training facility, just so their 
dog could run free and have fun in a safe 
and secure environment. You have to 
work with the breed of dog you have and 
provide the stimulation they need.”

Just because your 
dogs are OK it 
doesn’t mean 
everyone else’s 
are, warns Sylvia.

Lorraine advises using 
a lead if you don’t have 
confi dence in your dog.

“Nothing gives 
me greater 

pleasure than 
seeing my dogs 

running and 
playing, but 

I never do it if it’s 
not safe.”

If you let your dog off the lead 
make sure he has a reliable recall.
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If you let your dog off the lead 
make sure he has a reliable recall.
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Trick
Training

Sponsored by

Sit up 
and beg

This month’s trick is 
really easy. It may not 
have a practical use 

but it looks gorgeous and 
adds to your dog’s repertoire 
of behaviours.

Don’t forget that every 
thing you teach your dog 
improves the bond between 
you, and gives you fun ways 
to interact, so don’t ‘dis’ tricks 
just because they are cute!

Once again, I’m using a 
dog who has never done this 
before, just to show how the 
training works ‘for real’. In this 
case, it is Jess, the Toy Poodle.

Simple to do and irresistibly 
cute — that’s our trick this 
issue. Carolyn Menteith 

explains all.

There are two ways to teach 
a ‘sit up and beg’ type trick: 
the fi rst involves keeping your 
dog’s backside on the ground so 
he is balancing on his bottom. 
This is what we are doing here. 

The second way is 
where the dog is 
up on his back legs, 
but this can put a 
strain on bones and 
joints, especially if 
your dog is young, 
elderly, overweight, 
or not very fi t. 
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Reward your dog the naturally 
healthy way with James 
Wellbeloved treats. Made 
with natural ingredients, with 
no added artifi cial colours, 
fl avours, or preservatives and no 
added sugar, these treats are 
made with quality ingredients 
carefully cooked to retain their 
goodness. Each recipe contains 
only a single source of meat 
protein and excludes beef, pork, 
wheat, dairy products, soya 
and egg, therefore eliminating 
many ingredients thought to 
be responsible for causing food 
intolerances. Available in two 
sizes (Crackerjacks and Minijacks) 
to suit canine companions of 
all sizes. They come in Turkey, 
Lamb, Duck, or Fish, and 
there’s also a No Cereal range 
for extra-sensitive tummies 
available in Turkey and Lamb. 
For more information call 
0845 603 9095 or visit 
www.wellbeloved.com 

REWARD THE 
NATURALLY 
HEALTHY WAY

First of all, your dog needs to be able to sit 
when you ask him — this is the starting point.

Take a treat your dog really loves and hold it on the end of 
his nose so he is keen to get it.

Slowly lift the treat up, so the 
dog’s nose follows and his front 
paws come off the ground. 
When they do, just a little way 
(don’t expect too much too 
soon as dogs take time to learn 
to balance like this), give him 
the treat. 

Help your dog to balance by 
making sure you don’t bring 
your hand too far forward or 
too far back.

1

3

2

You may fi nd the dog is reluctant to do this, in which case 
you can give the treat when just one paw comes up, to help 
him get the idea. 

Practise this a lot, taking it slowly and 
keeping your dog’s paws low. Once he has 
got the idea, you can begin to use the treat 
to lure him a little higher. 

4 5

Once your dog 
is happy to lift 
his paws off the 

ground to follow the 
treat, you can ask him 
to stay in that position 
for a little longer 
before you give him 
his reward. Eventually 
you will be able to 
move your hand away 
from his nose. 

Build this up until your dog can 
stay for longer before getting 
the treat. 

6
7

Now take the treat out of your 
hand, and go right back to the 
start, using a hand signal to 
indicate to your dog what you 
want, and rewarding him with a 
treat when he responds. Work 
through each step as before 
and soon you’ll have a beg on a 
hand signal. Irresistible!
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YOUR DOG                                    TO...SURVIVAL GUIDE

...fun dog sho
About to enter your 
fi rst fun dog show? 
Follow Andrea 
McHugh’s tips to 
ensure the big day 
runs smoothly.

1 CHECK IT OUT
Before you go to a show take time to visit 

a few similar events so you know what is involved 

and your dog can get used to the sights, sounds, 

and smells. Take some treats and practise standing 

quietly at the side of the ring, rewarding your dog 

verbally and with food whenever he focuses his 

attention on you. It’s also a good opportunity to do 

some training. Ask your dog for sits and downs and 

practise some tricks to help focus his mind.

2 BATH TIME
It’s probably better to bath your dog the day 

before a show rather than on the day itself. Not 

only will this give you more time, but you will feel 

more relaxed too. Your dog’s coat will also have 

had time to dry properly and won’t be as fl uffy and 

fl y away. Invest in a shampoo and conditioner that 

suits your dog’s coat type and rinse off all products 

very thoroughly. 

3 BRUSH UP
Give your dog a good groom the day before 

the show. Make sure you remove all tangles from 

the coat, clean around the eyes, and ensure your 

dog’s claws are neat. If it’s time for a visit to the 

groomer’s, book this well in advance so that your 

dog really looks his best on the big day. If your dog 

has been groomed thoroughly beforehand you 

should only have to do a quick brush and comb on 

the day.

Avoid 
crowding the dog 
in front. Make sure 

your dog is always on 
the same side as the 
judge, so his view is 

not blocked.

You may be 
asked to walk your 

dog in a straight line 
or a triangle so the judge 
can assess his movement. 
Mentally work out where 

your triangle is before you 
set off and keep your 

lines as straight as 
possible.

Bath your 
dog the 

day before 
the show.

If you have 
a dark-haired dog, 

wearing light-coloured 
trousers or a skirt will 
help to show him off. 

Alternatively, dark clothes 
contrast nicely against 

a dog with
light fur. 

Make sure your 
fi rst dog show 
is an enjoyable 
experience.

20-21 yd survival guide mb(SW) OK.indd   2020-21 yd survival guide mb(SW) OK.indd   20 17/02/2014   11:4817/02/2014   11:48



www.yourdog.co.uk Your Dog April 2014  21

o ws

7 WHAT A TREAT
Most fun dog shows allow handlers 

to take treats into the ring, so prepare 
a range of tasty titbits to keep your 
dog interested. Small pieces of cheese, 
chopped sausage, and chicken should do 
the trick. You may fi nd it easier to wear a 
treat bag around your waist, or simply put 
a handful of treats into your pocket if that 
is more convenient. 

8 CHOOSE YOUR CLASSES
Fun dog shows always have a range 

of classes that are suitable for pedigrees, 
cross-breeds, and mongrels. You can 
usually enter on the day and classes often 
cost only one or two pounds per dog. Visit 
the secretary’s tent to look at the schedule 
and choose classes you think will most 
suit your dog. Common classes include: 
Most Handsome Dog, Prettiest Bitch, Best 
Puppy, Best Rescue Dog, Dog with the 
Waggiest Tail, and Dog with the Prettiest 
Eyes. Some shows feature a Best Trick 
class, so brush up on one or two tricks and 
take any props you may need if you want 
to enter this category.

4 GET PACKING
A plastic box with a lid and carrying handle makes an ideal show box. List all the things you will need and pack the box so that it’s ready to pop into the boot of the car. 
Items to take include:

■ Water bowl and water.
■ Money to pay for entry fees.
■ Safety pins to attach your entry 
number on to clothing.

■ Poo bags.
■ Grooming kit.

■ Show collar and lead.
■ Cool coat in case the weather is hot.
■ Camera.

In addition, it is also advisable to take a picnic, soft drinks, and clothes for all weathers — a coat, jumper, sun hat, umbrella, sunglasses, over trousers, and, most importantly, comfy shoes.

5 SAFE AND SOUND
A travel crate is an invaluable piece of kit to take to a show, as you can sit at the ring side while your dog rests in the shade, feeling safe and secure until it is time for him to enter the ring or go for a walk. 

If necessary, take a parasol to angle over the crate to provide shade, or invest in a refl ective sheet to put over the crate to defl ect the sun’s rays and keep him cool.

6 SHOWING OFF
Take time beforehand to teach 

your dog to stand nicely when asked 

and practise walking in a relaxed 

manner to show off his natural paces. 

Doing this with a group of friends will 

enable you to offer each other critiques, 

and accustom your dog to striding out 

happily while leaving his pals behind. 

If you have a small dog the judge may 

ask you to lift him on to a table to be 

examined. You could be asked to show 

off his teeth and gums, so do this at 

home, asking male and female friends 

to pretend to be the judge.

If the judge 
asks you to ‘stand 

your dog’ he wants you 
to make sure the dog is 

standing straight and looking 
his best. Kneel or stand behind 

your dog while you lure him 
into position with a treat. 

Feed once the judge 
has walked past.

Have some tasty 
treats to hand.

Stay 
alert and pay 

attention to what 
the judge and 
the steward 

say.

Get your dog used to being 
handled by strangers.

hind 
im
t. 

9 HAVE FUN! 
Regardless of whether your dog wins a rosette, you know you are taking the best dog home. Smile, relax, and enjoy the experience. Make sure it is a happy and pleasant event for your dog and he 

will benefi t 
enormously 
from all the 
socialisation on 
the day. When 
you are leaving, 
it’s a nice touch 
to thank the 
judge and 
organisers for 
giving up their 
time to put on 
the show.

It’s a great 
feeling 

to win a 
rosette!
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Vet detective
Understanding the symptoms of a pet with more than 
one health problem can be tricky. Vet Roberta Baxter 
deals with some complicated cases this month.

Being a vet is a bit like being a detective. 
When a pet is brought to the surgery 
I talk to the owner, examine the dog, 

and fi t the clues together to make a diagnosis
But the really diffi cult cases are those that 

involve more than one condition because the 
combination of symptoms can be confusing. 

e.

s

A hidden problem
 

Last month I saw a dog with unusual 

symptoms. Recently rehomed, she came 

in with a history of Addison’s disease, 

but had been taken off her medication 

by her new owners. 
They said she seemed to have pain in 

her stomach, was quiet, and was passing 

blood in her urine. 
When I fi rst saw her she was weak 

and dehydrated, with a low heart rate 

and body temperature, a sign of poor 

circulation and shock. 
A blood test revealed her electrolyte 

levels were abnormal, which can indicate 

Addison’s disease, but all her other tests 

were fi ne. 
I concluded that she had a fl are up of 

her Addison’s disease brought on by the 

stress of moving home combined with 

the fact she was no longer on medication. 

What I could not understand was why she 

was passing blood in her urine. This is not 

normally a sign of Addison’s disease. 

When I performed an abdominal 

ultrasound examination to try to 

discover the reason, I found she had 

a massive bladder stone. 
A week on we stabilised her 

Addison’s disease with medication, and 

surgically removed her bladder stone. 

Dogs who have two problems can be 

diffi cult to help because one condition 

can make it harder to diagnose and 

treat others. 
Hormonal diseases, like Addison’s, 

are always diffi cult to deal with. 

Addison’s disease is caused by the 

under production of steroids in the 

body, which affects an individual’s 

ability to deal with stress, and also 

causes disruptions to electrolyte (salt) 

levels in the body, leading to weakness. 

Other diseases, and stress (such as 

moving house and stopping medication) 

can cause a crisis, leading to weakness 

and collapse.  
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Roberta Baxter MA 
Vet MB MRCVS 
qualifi ed from 
Cambridge University 
Veterinary School in 
1993. She works for 
Aquarius Veterinary 
Centre in Mildenhall, 
Suffolk, and also has 
a pain referral clinic 
for animals: www.
paintherapy4animals.
co.uk

ABOUT ROBERTA

Examining a pet tells 
a vet a lot about 
their condition.

22-23 Health Diary mb(SW)kf OK.indd   2222-23 Health Diary mb(SW)kf OK.indd   22 10/02/2014   16:2010/02/2014   16:20



Tests, such as ultrasound, 
can help vets diagnose 

complicated cases.
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Mixed messages
At the opposite end of the 
hormonal spectrum, Cushing’s 
disease is a condition that results 
from an overproduction of steroids 
in the body, causing symptoms 
ranging from excessive hunger and 
thirst to thinning of the skin and 
hair. Like Addison’s this disease 
is diffi cult to diagnose, and I 
recently saw a case that was 
particularly challenging. 

The Cairn in question had the 
typical symptoms but these could 
also be due to liver or kidney 
disease. Blood tests revealed 
raised liver enzymes and a raised 
white cell count, both of which can 
suggest liver disorders or Cushing’s 
disease, but the specifi c test for 
Cushing’s disease was unclear. 

The next step was to perform 
an ultrasound scan of the dog’s 
abdomen, which showed that the 
liver had a patchy appearance, 
which could have resulted from 

age-related liver 
disease or Cushing’s 
disease. However, the 
adrenal glands (which 
release the excessive 
levels of steroids) 
were of a normal 
size, indicating that 
Cushing’s disease (which 
causes them to swell) 
was unlikely. 

I explained to the 
owner that the results 
weren’t completely 
conclusive so the 
best course of action 
would be to provide 
non-specifi c liver 
support with a special low 
salt, low protein, veterinary 
prescribed diet, together 
with S-Adenosylmethionine, a 
supplement that aids liver function. 
We have decided to retest for 
Cushing’s disease after a month.

lf at first you don’t succeed...
A similar situation resulted from investigation of a lovely little Schnauzer who suddenly started drinking too much. She was otherwise well, but urine tests and blood tests suggested 
diabetes mellitus, and so we started her on a low sugar diet and insulin therapy. Initially this appeared to go very well but after a couple of weeks, she became unstable, showing signs of increased thirst and weight loss. When tested, she had large variations in her blood glucose level throughout the day, which did not appear to respond completely to insulin. 

More tests revealed that she had developed Cushing’s 
disease as well as her diabetes — frustrating as one complicates the other, and both are diffi cult to treat. We set her up with Cushing’s treatment as well as insulin therapy for her diabetes, and monitored her carefully. 

Luckily, after three weeks, her diabetes was stable on insulin again, and her Cushing’s tests had also stabilised. 

,
e 
.
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A tricky decision 
Treating the pain associated with arthritis in dogs who 

are already on steroids for other diseases can cause 

problems. One such case was an elderly Labrador with 

lymphoma, a lymph gland cancer. 

Chemotherapy can be effective for this type of cancer, 

but the owners chose to treat it with steroids, which has 

a less favourable prognosis long term, but may be less 

stressful for an old dog. 
My problem was that this dog’s back legs collapsed, 

something which had happened before as she has an 

underlying disc problem. Normally, her mobility problems 

would respond well to non-steroidal anti-infl ammatory 

medicines; however these should not be given at the 

same time as steroids otherwise adverse reactions 

can occur. 
After much discussion we decided to give her human 

painkillers and rest, and to continue the steroids. Luckily 

she was much brighter the following day. As long as 

her lymphoma remains under control and her mobility 

improves she can enjoy life, which is what it’s all about.
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her lymphoma remains under control a d y

improves she can enjoy life, which is what it’s all about.
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Bladder stones can 
be as large as a two 

pence piece. 

A dog with diabetes 
may require insulin 

injections.
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SEBO – the vacuum cleaner professionals
For a chance to win a SEBO vacuum cleaner,  
enter our monthly draw at: www.sebo.co.uk

www.sebo.co.uk   01494 465533

Let SEBO take the hard work 
out of housework
SEBO vacuum cleaners help make cleaning easy. 
Light to push, with comfortable handles and long 
cables, using them is a breeze. High technology 
filtration ensures that all the dust they capture 
is safely trapped inside, protecting you and your 
family against harmful allergens, as well as 
keeping your home clean. Some models even 
filter out odour, which is great if you have pets.

As the world leader in professional upright 
vacuum cleaners, SEBO knows how to make 
reliable, high performance machines. Made 
in Germany, they are built to last, so you can 
enjoy their user friendly design for a long time, 
which makes a refreshing change these days.

A breath of 
fresh air
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The ups and downs of dog 
ownership are recorded by our 
three dedicated diarists.

The dog diaries
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The ups 
ownersh
three de

It has been a busy few weeks for our three dog owners. Activities 
have included preparing for a half-marathon, helping school children 

improve their reading, and attending training classes. Read on to fi nd 
out more...

Dear Diary,
“Oscar and I have been getting 
muddy this month. I have 
increased our running miles in 
preparation for my half-marathon. 
I am fi nding it harder than Oscar. 
He can run 11 miles at the same 
pace he runs four miles.

“Oscar is very pleased at the 
moment as he has been able to 
go running with lots of his friends. 
He really enjoys the company and 
likes the fact that we go out later 
when we run with other people 
— it’s not only me who would 

rather not get up at 5.30am to 
go running.

“Oscar got very excited — and 
muddy — the other week when we 
had a practice run with his doggy 
friends, Murph and Monty.

“They come with their owner to 
run with us.

“I completed the very 
enjoyable, but rather muddy, 
fi rst weekend of the Checkendon 
Challenge — a fairly technical 
cani-cross course with lots of twists 
and turns which makes it more 
enjoyable for the dogs.

“We camped and enjoyed 
socialising with human and canine 
friends. It was the fi rst of three 
weekends at the course. I hope 
it will be drier when we go back 
— I will then have fewer muddy 
dog towels to wash!

“We have just started a new 
agility class which is very exciting. 

Oscar loves the new challenges. 
“One of the things we have 

been working on is doing tighter 
turns which come in very useful 
when we do cani-cross racing.

“The dog training class I teach 
is going well. There are some 
lovely dogs in the bronze class and 
I feel very proud to see how much 
they are improving.

“Oscar enjoys supervising from 
his mat but comes off at the end of 
the class to say hello to everyone. 
I think he would rather supervise at 
his own class too, but he will work 
for liver cake.

“Oscar has a new girlfriend, 
a pretty yellow Labrador called 
Bracken. Oscar is teaching Bracken 
about cani-cross and we have had 
some great torchlight runs. 

“I am hoping it won’t be long 
before I am able to set up some 
local group runs.

“I have had a nasty cold for 
the past few weeks. As a result, 
some days I haven’t felt up to 
running, so Oscar and I have been 
bikejoring instead. 

“With bikejor, the dog runs 
in front of the bike and there is 
an attachment to keep the line 
away from the wheel. This means 
that you can see your dog as he 
is running and have more chance 
of staying on the bike if the dog 
changes direction quickly.

“We will soon be attending our 
fi rst sled dog race meeting, where 
we’ll be doing some cani-cross.”

What is bikejor?
Bikejoring is cycling with your dog. 
It is one of the fastest disciplines of 
sled dog sport. 

The rider uses a mountain bike 
which is connected via a line to 
their dog’s harness. The dog pulls 
the rider along and they pedal to 
match the dog’s speed. The activity 
provides a good physical workout 
for dogs. The use of directional 
commands helps dogs think. 

“It’s not only me who 
would rather not get up 
at 5.30am to go running”

Ready, steady, go
Owner 
fact fi le
Name: Tracy Evans.
Lives: Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire.
Occupation: Nurse.
Other pets: None.

Dog 
fact fi les
Name: Oscar.
Breed: German 
Shepherd X Husky.
Age: Five.

Owner 
fact file

Tracy and Oscar get very muddy while 
taking part in the Checkendon Challenge.
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Oscar has a 
new girlfriend 
— yellow 
Labrador 
Bracken.
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In the reading room
Dear Diary,
“I started the Read2Dogs scheme, 
run by charity Pets As Therapy, with 
Almond in September 2012. 

“I saw something online about 
the charity. I then went to a dog 
show and there was a stall manned 
by some of its volunteers. There 
were a couple of Leonbergers 
prancing around wearing yellow 
coats. I found out about the charity 
and got some literature.

“Almond was just over nine 
months at the time so I registered 
her to see if she would be suitable.

“The charity does a 
temperament test. Dogs are not 

allowed to jump up and they have 
to be calm around people and 
under control.

“I got a letter to say we had 
been approved. There are area 
coordinators who know which 
establishments have asked for 
visiting dogs.

“For Read2Dogs, we go into 
schools to visit children who are 
having diffi culty reading and 
generally lack confi dence.

“Dogs are non-judgemental. 
Almond is a very peaceful presence 
in the room. We acknowledge that 
she’s there but she just lies on the 
fl oor and watches us. 

Owner 
fact fi le
Name: Gill Green.
Lives: Ousden, 
Suffolk.
Occupation: 
Retired vicar.
Other pets: Three 
chickens.

Dog 
fact fi les
Name: Almond.
Breed: Leonberger.
Age: Two.

Name: Saffron.
Breed: Hovawart.
Age: 12.

Owner 
fact file

The dog diaries

School children prepare 
for a reading session 

with Gill and Almond.

Almond has a 
calming infl uence 
on the children.

 “I like seeing the children 
gaining confi dence around 

Almond and me”
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What is 
Pets As 
Therapy?
● Pets As 
Therapy is a 
national charity 
which provides 
therapeutic visits 
to hospitals, 
hospices, nursing 
and care homes, 
and schools.
● The 
establishments 
are regularly 
visited by Pets 
As Therapy 
volunteers and 
their pet dogs.
● All dogs have to 
be examined and 
passed on areas 
such as health, 
temperament, 
suitability, and 
stability before 
being approved to 
join the charity.
● The charity’s 
Read2Dogs 
programme is 
aimed at helping 
children in the 
classroom improve 
their reading by 
increasing their 
confi dence and 
enjoyment of 
reading.

“I watch the children’s body 
language to see how they act 
around her. When they fi rst enter 
the room I tell them Almond is 
there to hear them read and that 
they need to be sensible around 
her. I tell them they should never 
touch a dog without asking 
permission fi rst and to wash their 
hands afterwards. 

“Almond and I visit three schools 
in total at the moment. The staff 
determine which children will come 
and read to us. I do one to one 
sessions. I have to work around the 
constraints of the school timetable 
but the children each get about 
12 minutes with Almond and me, 
which is a long time for a child.

“I am there to listen and help if 
they look a bit puzzled. Sometimes, 
we discuss the pictures in the book. 

I might ask them what they think 
is going on in a picture. I might 
also ask them other things such as 
whether they had a good weekend.

“I like seeing the children 
gaining confi dence around 
Almond and me. It’s lovely to 
see them making progress.

“They go away with big 
smiles on their faces so it 
is something quite special. 
One little boy, who started 
the scheme last September, 
said he didn’t like reading 
and could not do it. He had 
a book with him that had 
single words inside. 

“Then the other week, 
he announced he liked 
reading and read a book 
to me. It was such a big 
achievement. 

“I was approached about a new 
school in Haverhill, Suffolk, for 
children with learning diffi culties, 
which was looking for a PAT dog. 

“I felt I could not take on 
anything else with Almond but 
luckily someone else came forward 
to visit that school.

“I was at Crufts again this year 
with PAT Dogs. Last year was the 
fi rst time I had gone to the show for 
the charity. 

“This year, I attended the fi rst 
day of the event and Almond and 
I went around Birmingham’s NEC 
with a collection tin.

“The idea is to stand and look 
approachable. We did a couple of 
hours and then had a break. 

“Other news includes my 
vet thinking about starting up a 
geriatric clinic for older dogs. The 
idea is that people can attend with 
their dogs and ask about things 
they would not normally make an 
appointment for, but would still like 
advice on.

“People will also be told what 
they need to do should the day 
come when they have to put their 
dog to sleep. 

“The vet also wants to set up 
an online forum so people can 

communicate with 
each other. 

“I think it is a 
brilliant idea. So many 
dogs are getting to an 
older age these days.

“Many veterinary 
practices run clinics and 
offer various things for 
puppies, so why don’t 
they do the same at the 
other end of life? 

“Maybe other 
Your Dog readers 
might be able to push 
their own vets to set up 
something similar?”
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Leaving school after 
a morning’s work.

Gill fi nds her 
school visits 
very rewarding.
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Gill fi nds her 
scholl visits 
very rewarding.

Practising 
Mork’s sits 
ready for 
training class.

Rupert’s had a change 
of diet recently.

Leaving school after 
a morning’s work.

The dog diaries
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Dear Diary,
“It’s been a busy few weeks in the 
Smith household. Mork and I have 
started training classes which he 
absolutely adores.

“The main reason for attending 
classes is to get Mork more 
comfortable around other dogs 
and people — so far it is working.

“Hopefully it will have a 
signifi cant impact on him, and it is 
great fun too.

“Due to rain, our fi rst class was 
held indoors. I didn’t expect Mork 
to be comfortable going inside but 
he went straight in. 

“The trainer, who’s called Fiona, 
set us up in the corner of the room 
away from the rest of the group, 
allowing Mork time to get used 
to things.

“He started to relax a little 
and soon befriended a little 

Mork 
starts 
school

Looking after 
senior dogs
● When a dog reaches his twilight 
years it’s important to keep a 
closer watch over him for age-related 
changes, which can creep in without 
you noticing. As your dog grows 
older he is increasingly likely to 
suffer from health problems.
● Although you can’t turn the clock 
back, there’s lots you can do to keep 
elderly dogs comfortable. This can 
include providing your pet with a 
comfy bed that is easy to get into 
and out of, not changing furniture 
around if his eyesight is failing, and 
toning down strenuous activities and 
fi nding more relaxing pastimes.

Owner 
fact fi le
Name: Nikki Smith.
Lives: Knipton, 
Lincolnshire.
Occupation: 
Rehoming manager 
at Dogs Trust, 
Loughborough.
Other pets: A cat 
called Lacey.

Dog 
fact fi le
Name: Mork.
Breed: 
Terrier-cross.
Age: About seven.

Name: Rupert.
Breed: Jack Russell 
Terrier-cross.
Age: 13.

g

“Despite suffering from 
increased urination and being 
desperate for food, all the results 
were normal, with the exception of 
some blood in his urine. Rupert had 
to take antibiotics for a week. 

“Rupert has been suffering 
again from his recurring stomach 
problems. Our vet, Louise, 
suggested changing his diet 
again, moving him on to Hill’s 
hypo-allergenic diet z/d.

“Although Rupert’s itchy skin 
has improved, we felt his problems 
could all be linked, so hopefully 
the diet change should help with 
both conditions. 

“A week later, I returned to 
the vet’s and a retest showed his 
urine had even more blood in it, 
so we’ve just started Rupert on a 
longer course of antibiotics. 

“It will also help with his sore 
foot — he recently ripped and 
chewed his right paw pad too.

“Rupert is getting older so 
I have to keep a very close eye on 
him. I just hope we can get him 
feeling better soon, as he’s clearly 
quite unsettled by the way he is 
feeling at the moment.”

puppy called Daisy. As the class 
progressed, we joined in with 
the sits and downs and showed 
everyone how Mork can give his 
paw. We took things slowly but 
Mork clearly enjoyed himself, he 
was wagging his tail and barking 
at everyone.

“In week two, Mork knew exactly 
where he was going. After a mooch 
outside he headed straight in to say 
hello to everyone.

“The class started off with some 
off-lead play. Although Mork stayed 
on the lead, he made some very 
nice greetings to all of his new 
doggy pals.

“Daisy was not there this time 
so Mork budded up with Chester, 
a little Shih Tzu X Pug. Together the 
boys wandered the fi eld and Mork 
even instigated play. It has been 
months since I have seen him try 
and play with another dog.

“We got more involved in this 
class and soon Mork was doing 
‘touch’ on a CD case, followed by 
a wooden spoon. I hope to apply 
this technique as a distraction 
method when we are out and about.

“Rupert still has some ongoing 
health issues and we’ve been weekly 
visitors to the vet’s. His behaviour 
changed and I was worried 
something was wrong. We saw the 
vet for blood and urine tests. 

“It has been months since 
I have seen him try and 
play with another dog”

Nikki asks a Dogs Trust vet to 
give Rupert a once-over.
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YOUR DOG PROMOTION

A lean dog is 
a happy dog...
A s a nation of dog lovers, we all 

want our faithful friends to stay 
happy, healthy, and fi t for as long 

as possible. But making sure weight doesn’t 
creep on in the winter months can be a 
challenge, as a recent Butcher’s Pet Care 
survey found. One in three dog owners 
admitted to letting their dog gain weight, 
on average 7lb, and surprisingly 46 per 
cent think this is OK. With three quarters 
of owners feeding their dogs their meal 
leftovers — Sunday Lunch being a top 
meal shared — and over half of owners 
sharing their snacks, the calories quickly 
add up. The cold wet weather also means 
less exercise, with six out of 10 owners 

admitting to letting the dog out in the 
garden rather than taking them for their 
usual walks. The combination of more food 
and less exercise in dogs is just the same as 
humans, weight gain and we become less 
fi t, active, and ultimately less happy.

To help guard against weight gain or 
help lose the ‘winter coat’ you need to cut 
back on the calories your dog eats: 
● Reduce treats.
● Consider feeding more wet food than dry 
(as dry food can be four times as calorifi c 
compared to wet).
● If required, reduce the amount of food 
given at meal times. 

‘FIT AS A BUTCHER’S DOG’
Thanks to Butcher’s Lean & Tasty canned 
and foil tray ranges, you can feed a meal 
your dogs will love the taste of and give 
30 per cent less fat and fewer calories than 
Butcher’s standard products. Butcher’s 
Lean & Tasty is a range of complete meals 
that have all the yummy meatiness you’d 
expect from Butcher’s but with 30 per cent 
less fat and with added L-carnitine to help 
convert fat into energy more effi ciently. 
Your dog won’t even realise that you’re 
watching his weight for him!

The recipes use naturally lean chicken 
and turkey, and are steam cooked to 
capture the meaty goodness and fresh 
taste that dogs love.

As with all Butcher’s products, Lean 

& Tasty is soya and gluten-free and 
contains no artifi cial colours, fl avours, or 
preservatives so it is easily digested too.

AND IT REALLY WORKS
In feeding trials, Butcher’s Lean & Tasty was 
fed to nine dogs of varying types, sizes, 
ages, and activity levels over a 16-week 
period and they collectively lost more than 
24kg in achieving their target weights.

If only Butcher’s made a human 
equivalent, then dieting really would be 
easy for owners as well as their dogs!

For more Butcher’s Lean & Tasty success 
stories visit www.butcherspetcare.co.uk/
realdogstories

See for yourselves! Get your free 
sample from Your Dog Magazine 

at Crufts — stand 32, Hall 4. 
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THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE...

SUBSCRIBE AND GET

Subscribe to Your Dog Magazine 
by direct debit and we’ll give 
you fi ve issues absolutely 

free! When you take out an annual 
subscription to Britain’s best-selling 
dog magazine, you’ll receive 
12 issues but pay for just seven 
— that’s £25.90 for the full year, 
instead of £44.40!

As well as enjoying big discounts 
on cover price, UK subscribers benefi t 
from free delivery. It’s so easy to sign 
up — you can order a subscription 
by phone, online, or by completing 
the subscription order form on the 
page opposite.

Complete the form and send to:

Freepost RTGX-GJAY-LBCL,

Your Dog, 3 Queensbridge,

Northampton NN4 7BF.
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Call 0844 848 8257 quoting YDPA3 
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• Biologically Appropriate Raw Food (BARF) 
   made using only the best quality, DEFRA 
   approved, human grade ingredients.

• Full ranges of complimentary and complete 
   balanced food available for dogs and cats.

• Proudly supporting British produce.

“I have been breeding Golden Retrievers 
for over 35 years producing many 
champions who win in the show ring 
and work to the gun, at the highest level 
of obedience. To work a dog all winter 
and have them back in the show ring at 
the peak of fitness with the best coat 
for Crufts in March, takes a good food. 
Natural Instinct has never let me down on 
its quality or its results. I recommend it 
without hesitation.”
Heather Morss 
Top breeder of Working Golden Retrievers 
 www.xanthos.co.uk

Champion Xanthos 
Debbie

• On Stand, leading Homeopath and Veterinary Surgeon – Sue Armstrong MA VetMB VetMFHom CertAVH MRCVS RsHom 
    – free one to one consultations on raw feeding
• Exclusive ‘Show Hampers’ on sale across all the ranges plus a special ‘Breeder Show Offer’
• Free Goody Bag
• Champion Breeders on stand every day
• Relaunch of NEW Country Banquet range on sale

Come and see us at Crufts – Stand 126 Hall 1

Tel: 01276 608500   Natural Instinct, 4/5 Admiralty Way, Camberley, Surrey GU15 3DT   www.naturalinstinct.com
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LettersLetters
 
Email your letters 
to s.wright@bpg
media.co.uk 
Alternatively write to: 
Sarah Wright, Letters, 
Your Dog Magazine, 
1-6 Buckminster 
Yard, Main Street, 
Buckminster, 
Grantham, 
Lincolnshire NG33 
5SB. Please include 
your full name, 
home address, and 
daytime telephone 
number with your 
correspondence 
otherwise, regretfully, 
any prizes cannot be 
forwarded. The editor 
reserves the right 
to abridge and edit 
letters submitted. 
You can also pass 
your comments 
and views to Sarah 
through Twitter 
(@yourdog) or 
Facebook (www.
facebook.com/
yourdogmagazine). 

SEND YOUR 
LETTERS TO...

THE GOOD 
COMPANIONS
Both my wife and I read 
Th omas Gladwin’s letter ‘Mixed 
up and marvellous’ (February 
issue) with interest. We have 
only ever owned mongrels; all 
have come from rescue centres, 
and all of them have been 
fantastic, loving, well behaved 
and faithful partners. Our fi rst 
was a sort of Whippet X Border 

Collie. Superb to train 
and teach, she would 
go out all day and 
never fl ag. We lost 
her when she was 
almost 20. 
At the same time, we 
also obtained a little 
Shih Tzu X Border 
Terrier — again, 

a fantastic dog typical of the 
breed(s) I am told as he was 
very noisy. He lived to 15 but 
had bad health in his later years 
caused by high blood pressure.

We now have two more 
rescues, a two and half-year-old
Whippet X Jack Russell, who 
is adorable, and Charlie, who, 
we were told, is a Shih Tzu 
X terrier. Terrier yes, but what 
sort who knows, or cares? And, 
as for the Shih Tzu, we can 

only guess. He is the point of 
this letter, a true ‘Heinz’ if ever 
there was one, as you can see 
from the picture.

I agree with Th omas 
Gladwin, most rescues are 
now discarded pedigrees, oft en 
status symbols or fashion 
accessories their owners have 
grown tired of. We nearly 
always go to our small local 
rescue centres. From our 
experience they don’t come 
across as rehoming conveyor 
belts for dogs, and nearly 
always have a good selection 
of ‘Heinzs’. Generally their 
‘pedigrees’ and histories 
are unknown but who cares 
when you can get such 
great companions.  
Graham Bonnet, 
Bedfordshire.

A DIFFICULT 
DECISION
It was with great interest that 
I read your article ‘Weak at the 
knees’ (February issue). My 
mum’s 10-year-old Jack Russell 
dog had just been diagnosed 
with a ruptured cruciate 
ligament in his back leg just 
a month aft er being diagnosed 
with diabetes.

He is currently being treated 
with Metacam while my mum 
researches the condition, as his 
diabetes is not yet stabilised. 
She is worried about putting 
such an old dog under general 
anaesthetic, especially one with 
diabetes. She has spoken to her 
vet who is keen to operate using 
the fi rst technique mentioned 
in the article, where a graft  of 
the dog’s tissue is inserted to ▼

STAR LETTER

Our ‘Star Letter’ correspondent 
this issue receives a six-month 
subscription to Your Dog Magazine.

SEARCHING FOR 
A SOLUTION
I found Stephen Jenkinson’s article ‘A better 
life for the street dogs of Bosnia?’ (February 
issue) both deeply saddening and encouraging 
at the same time. Th e conditions in which many 
of these poor dogs are being forced to live is 
absolutely heartbreaking.

It is really easy for us to fall into the trap of 
taking the moral high ground as a nation of dog 
lovers but, as Stephen pointed out, many dogs 
in the UK are bored and ignored as family pets, 
and our own dog welfare record leaves a lot to 
be desired. We should remember this before 
condemning other countries for their problems.

 How uplift ing and refreshing to read of 
the attitude and humanity of the people of 
Sanski Most, and the wonderful work of the 
IFAW in trying to fi nd a long term solution. 
I dearly hope they can succeed in fi nding 
a workable solution to this problem. A barbaric 
dog cull must be avoided at all costs and can 
never be seen as the answer.

 It is thanks to organisations like the 
IFAW and people like Stephen Jenkinson 
that, hopefully one day, the world will be 
a much better place for all dogs to live in. 
I applaud Stephen for highlighting this issue 
in your magazine, and I look forward to 
updates in future editions.
Paul Widdowson,  
West Midlands.
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An unknown future Some street dogs have a good life — certainly more fulfi lled and happy than many bored and ignored family pets in the UK. Some are part of the community and oft en very well socialised and fed. Many are family pets who are allowed to roam during the day, or at night, as the owners see fi t. But for many other street dogs, welfare 

and life expectancy is poor. Th e puppies I saw scavenging for food at the council dump might already be dead.  Many countries like Bosnia have always had street dogs. But the United Nation’s community forums have identifi ed Bosnia’s thousands of street dogs as a threat to safety and security. Local people are genuinely concerned about attacks on themselves 

 
Stephen Jenkinson is 
an access adviser to 
Your Dog Magazine, 
the Kennel Club, 
local authorities, 
and the government. 
He’s also a pet 
behaviour counsellor, 
covering the 
Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland. He lives 
in Orkney with his 
Border Collie, Jess. 

ABOUT STEPHEN

Compassion and support are what’s needed to help Bosnia’s people and its dogs, argues Stephen 
Jenkinson. 

A BETTER LIFEfor the street dogs of Bosnia?

 DIARY OF A 
 COUNTRYMAN 

At face value, Bosnia’s dogs 
should have a bright future. Its 2009 animal welfare legislation makes UK laws look decidedly inept. Shock collars — banned; de-barking — banned; euthanasia of healthy dogs — banned. Bosnia has great aspirations.But in practice, that ‘no kill’ law means Bosnia’s street dogs increasingly face a confi ned life sentence in a shelter, or a clandestine death that is at best unlawful, and at worst prolonged and immensely cruel. Unlike in the UK, there’s no culture of adopting dogs from shelters in Bosnia; if you want a puppy, you can readily pick one up on the street or from a neighbour. I recently visited Bosnia for a two-day workshop discussing how local communities could help the stray dog problem. 

Desperately 
searching for 

food at the 
town dump. 

 Life is uncertain for 
the shelter’s dogs.
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Charlie is 
believed to be a 
Shih Tzu X terrier.
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LETTERS

support the joint. Th e second 
type of surgery — where the 
bone is cut — was not even 
off ered at my mum’s local 
practice so maybe this is 
specialist surgery.

Th e dog will also need up to 
six weeks cage rest aft erwards 
and physiotherapy in the form 
of hydrotherapy. Th en there’s 
the question of how much this 
is going to cost a pensioner, as 
the dog is uninsured.

Th ank you for such an 
informative article; it is helping 
my mother decide whether to 
go ahead with surgery.
Sarah Leete, West Sussex.

THE MIGHTY QUINN
We rehomed Quinnan, our 
seven-year-old Leonberger, at 
the age of around 12 weeks, so 
we do not know anything about 
his parentage.

Over the years, he has 
achieved his Kennel Club 
bronze, silver, and gold Good 
Citizen Awards and has won 
best in show three times at local 
companion dog shows.

When he was around 
18 months old, we became 
interested in water rescue and 
draught work (carting).

Quinnan immediately 
took to water. From this point 
we became hooked on water 
rescue. At the end of the 
swimming season, we tried 
out carting and once again 
Quinnan proved to have a great 
aptitude for this.

In the following years 
Quinnan has achieved so much. 
In the water work, there are 
fi ve levels from A – E with E 
being the top level. So far he 
has attained level D and won a 
merit certifi cate for completing 
fi ve level C tests at three 
diff erent locations and under 
four diff erent judges.

In carting, the levels are 
1 – 5 with 5 being the highest. 
Quinnan has passed all levels 
at the fi rst attempt. He has 
managed to pass the top level 
three times at three diff erent 
locations and under four 
diff erent judges. Completing 
this made Quinnan the fi rst 
dog to become a Leonberger 
Club of Great Britain Draught 
Champion since draught work 
was introduced in the club 
in 1998. 
Glenys Abbott, 
Northamptonshire.

A LIFE FULFILLED
I was dismayed to read 
the letter about a ‘growing 
tendency to anthropomorphise 
our dogs’ (February issue).

Th e writer expressed concern 
that we are forcing our dogs 
into situations when they would 
actually be happier left  at home.

 We adopted our ex-racing 
Greyhound three years ago. 
She was nervous in noisy and 
busy situations. Aft er a few 
months, despite taking her 
out regularly to all sorts of 
places, the evening walk was 
becoming more and more of 
a trial for her. We enlisted the 
help of two dog behaviourists. 
Both experts encouraged us to 
develop the bond we had with 
Gracie so that she trusted us to 
provide strong leadership in 
all situations. We have never 
looked back and Gracie has 
developed in confi dence. Th is 
could be misconstrued by an 
onlooker as us forcing our dog 
into situations that cause her 
unnecessary stress. 

For example, last summer 
we went to a country fair. She 
clearly didn’t like the crowds, 
although she coped well, but 
when she had the chance to 
take part in the ‘Chase the 
bunny’ game (running aft er a 
lure), she loved it to the point 
that we had to drag her away.

 How sad it would have been 
if we’d taken the advice of your 
writer and left  her at home. 
Clearly there are situations 
where she will always look to 
us for reassurance but if we 
didn’t work on this with her, 
she would not improve and I’m 
pretty sure that she would have 
retreated into her sanctuary 
in those early days and missed 
out on so much. Th is is not 
anthropomorphising, it’s loving 
and developing a dog to have a 
fulfi lled life.
Janet Weaver, Staff ordshire.

GILL MADE OUR BIG DAY
Aft er seeing Gill Green featuring in 
the monthly ‘Dog diaries’ article, 
it brought back such wonderful 
memories of our wedding day in July 
2010 that I felt I had to write in!

Gill was our vicar and did 
such an amazing job amusing 
the congregation that our guests 
were still talking about it months 
aft erwards. And the best part? Gill 
allowed our beloved boy Puggle to 
attend the ceremony, which made our day. 
Here he is, dressed up to the nines in his tuxedo. 

Th ank you Gill for making our special day so memorable!     
Lisa and Justin Robinson, Suff olk.

Scraggs by Richard Duszczak

Lisa and Justin on their 
wedding day plus very 
important guest.

p

Quinnan’s at home 
in the water.
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Breeds like Huskies 
were shaped for 

a specifi c working 
function.
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Carol Price is a 
canine behaviourist, 
trainer and writer, 
specialising in the 
genetic, psychological 
and emotional 
motivations of 
dogs. She is also a 
leading expert in the 
Border collie breed 
and author of the 
new, international 
best-seller, ‘Collie 
Psychology: Inside the 
Border collie mind’.

ABOUT CAROL

or nurture? 
Nature
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T he more dogs you own, know 
and meet — and especially those 
with more challenging or problem 

behaviours — the more you become 
aware of a stark, if not unavoidable, reality: 
not everything that goes wrong with a 
dog, behaviourally or temperamentally,
is solely down to the way he has been 
raised. Sometimes it has more to do with 
the nature of the character he inherited 
at birth. 

Owners can often get confused about 
the extent to which nature, or nurture, 
has shaped the behaviour of their dogs 
— and infl uenced everything from their 
basic personalities to their levels of 
sociability or trainability.

The fi rst part of this series will look 
at the infl uence played by genes in 
canine behaviour. Then next month 
we’ll look at the part played by 
environmental factors, like earliest 
rearing and training or just later everyday 
handling. Because somewhere within 
these two key behaviour-shaping forces 
lie the reasons why your dog has become 
the dog he is.

GENES
Genes are the basic DNA building blocks 
of any dog. And, similarly, the prime 
dictators of anything it is possible for 
any dog to be — physically, mentally, 
behaviourally, or temperamentally.

Too often the part played by genes in 
a dog’s future behaviour, or personality, 
is insuffi ciently appreciated by owners. 
However, when it comes to explaining why 
dogs can have such different personalities, 
from birth, or respond so differently to the 
same external events, they are the giant, 
looming elephant in the room.

The extent to which canine behaviour 
can be inherited was proven by a famous 
experiment — which I have previously 
mentioned in this magazine — undertaken 
by the Russian geneticist and silver fox 
farmer, Dmitri Belyaev, decades ago. 

Through only selecting for breeding 
the lower percentage of foxes with 
inherently tamer or more docile genetic 
temperaments, Belyaev proved that it 
was genes, rather than early nurturing 
environment, which had the most 

profound infl uence 
on later canine 
temperament and 
behaviour. What he 
eventually ended up 
with were foxes that 

HOW DOG BEHAVIOUR 
GETS INHERITED
The behaviour of dogs, like all 
animals, gets inherited via genetic 
pre-disposition, and genetic memory.

Genetic pre-dispositions towards 
certain kinds of behaviour or attitudes 
in life are inherited at birth, much like 
the pre-programmed default factory 
settings you may fi nd on a computer or 
TV when you buy it new. 

What they govern are things like 
a dog’s prevailing temperament/
personality, and the type of behaviour 
that comes instinctively to him when 
faced with different situations or 
events. For example, everything from 
how readily he will pursue prey to 
how confi dent, fearful or aggressive 
he will become in more testing social 
situations, and even how strongly he 
will emotionally attach to an owner, 
making later separation issues in him 
more likely.

Genetic memory is a rather different 
phenomenon. If an animal repeats a 
specifi c behaviour enough times, a 
‘memory’ of this behaviour eventually 
gets stored in its genes and cells, 
which is then passed down from one 
generation to the next. This is how 
birds know when to migrate, for 
example, or how to build nests, without 
any other bird showing them. Or how 
sheepdogs know how to stalk and 
round up sheep, without any other dog 
showing them. It is purely down to the 
effects of inherited genetic 
pre-disposition and memory.

The same phenomenon is behind 
all the different — and also far more 
genetically magnifi ed — working 
instincts found in different breeds of 
dog. In other words, they are born 
with a certain inherited compulsion to 
behave in a specifi c way.

GENES
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Is a dog’s behaviour 
mostly learned or is it 
down to genetic traits? 
In this short series 
Carol Price explains how 
both nature and nurture 
have a part to play.

Dmitri Belyaev bred his 
silver foxes to behave 
more like modern dogs. 
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TYPICAL TRAITS THAT ARE INHERITED IN DOGS
■ Any trait a dog inherits will fall on a spectrum of more or less 
likely to happen. Commonly inherited traits include:
■ Higher/lower aggression responses.
■ Higher/lower levels of social confi dence.
■ Higher/lower perception of personal or environmental threat 
— including food or possession guarding.
■ More extreme/less extreme fear responses to newer, stranger 
or more challenging social experiences.
■ Higher/lower levels of general neurosis.
■ Higher sensitivity to noise/movement.
■ Higher/lower levels of trainability.
■ Stronger/weaker levels of predatory drive, including tracking 
and chasing. 
■ Higher/lower levels of emotional dependency on others 
(for example owner or fellow resident dog).

the dog he is. pro
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The Beagle was bred with 
a strong chase instinct. 
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BETTER CHOICES
So much confl ict, between owner and 
dog, could be spared if people thought 
longer and harder, in advance, about 
the genetic nature of the dog they 
acquire as a social companion.

For instance, if it is important for 
you to have a highly sociable, trainable 
kind of dog, who will more reliably 
come back to you when let off the lead, 
don’t get a breed that is renowned 
for being far less sociable or trainable. 
Do your research to see what kind of 
genetic advantages, or disadvantages, 
different breeds or types of dog may 
hold for you.

Too many people seem to think 
that all puppies are the same blank 
canvases, out of which they can shape 
any manner of desired future behaviour, 
instead of individuals whose future 
possibilities have already been 
pre-ordained to some extent by the 
nature of the genes they inherited 
at birth.  

It’s important to also understand that 
any parent dogs, or families of dogs, 
in whom aggression, nervousness, 
fearfulness, or neurosis has been clearly 
seen, are very likely to produce puppies 
that are similarly inclined. Too often, 
people only see the direct link between 
a more nervous/aggressive dog and 
past relatives when it is too late.

behaved completely differently to their 
wilder ancestors, and far more like 
modern pet dogs — less aggressive, less 
timid and fearful, and far more compliant 
and responsive.

Moreover, this same effect on their 
behaviour had proven impossible to 
achieve through external infl uences 
alone — namely raising them with humans 
from birth.

GENETIC INCOMPATIBILITY
One of the biggest problems we have, 
with so many dogs today, is that while 
much of their basic inherited character 
type has stayed the same for generations 
the demands and expectations people 
have of their behaviour, as pets, has 
drastically changed.

This is particularly the case with dogs 
whose genetic minds were originally 
shaped for a specifi c working function, 
such as guarding breeds who were bred 
to have fundamentally more distrusting 
and aggressive natures. Or hunting dogs 
(such as sighthounds or Beagles), bred to 
have exceptionally strong chasing, hunting 
or tracking instincts. Or running dogs, 
like Huskies, bred to have a very strong 
impulse to keep running forward, but 
rather less impulse to return back to an 
owner when called!

The end result of all this mental/
behavioural incompatibility can be much 
frustration and confl ict on both sides, 

as the dog is unable to change his 
innate genetic mindset on an owner’s 
whim in order to be more ‘friendly’, 
‘sociable’ or ‘obedient’, or is unable 
to stop all the stronger inner 
predatory compulsions he was born 
with on an owner’s command.

LIFE ON THE LEAD
Mental incompatibility is also what 
so often condemns today’s dogs to 
a far poorer quality of life, including 
lives where they are never let off 
the lead to run free, sniff and 
explore, or socialise with other 
people and dogs. Either because 
they are deemed to be too 
anti-social and aggressive, or 
because they simply won’t come back 
to an owner when called.

Of course genes will never be the 
whole story, when it comes to the way 
any dog behaves. And, as discussed next 
month, even when dogs are born with 
greater genetic disadvantages, personality 
wise, this still doesn’t mean that with 
better training, and greater insight into 
their mental limitations, much can’t be 
done to improve their later behaviour and 
general quality of life.

In the future, when breeding dogs the 
issue of making their genetic minds and 
temperaments far more compatible with 
the demands of pet life should be taken 
much more seriously. It shouldn’t be 

something in a dog that is just left more 
to chance than deliberate design. If only 
because, as we know all too well, from 
the number of animals destroyed or 
abandoned every day, due to their less 
tolerable or curable innate behaviour, 
when dogs fall foul of human expectation, 
it is generally they who end up paying the 
highest price.

s 

k

Aggression can be 
an inherited trait. 

Littermates may have 
similar experiences but 
different characters due 
to their genetics.

“Too often the part 
played by genes in 

a dog’s future 
behaviour, or personality, 

is insuffi ciently 
appreciated by owners.”
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VetPlus®
A Global Leader in Veterinary Nutraceuticals

SAFE & PROVEN - NOW FASTER ACTING

PICTURE 
YOUR DOG 
WITH A
NEW LEASE 
OF LIFE

To help get you started we’ll give you a  
£5.00 voucher for use with your next 
purchase. Email enquiries@vetplus.co.uk to 
claim the voucher.

Synoquin has been used for more than 15 years by more pet owners 
and recommended by more vets than any other joint supplement. It 
provides a proven yet safe, first line approach to maintaining healthy 
joints. Now with the new third generation Synoquin EFA it is the only 
joint supplement to contain Dexahan®, a purified Krill Oil. This provides 
not only a great source of highly bioavailable Omega -3 fatty acids, but 
also Astaxanthin an extremely powerful antioxidant proven to help with 
joint discomfort.

Available in tasty chewable tablet or sprinkle capsule, Synoquin EFA 
allows your dog to stay happy and active even in later life.  

So why not speak to your local Vet about 
a gentler way to manage your dog’s joint 
problems.

CLAIM YOUR
£5 VOUCHER
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■ PERSONALISED 
PET BLANKETS
Mr Mole pet blankets are made from a quality 
fl eece which is machine washable and dries in 
minutes. The blankets are personalised with your 
dog’s name in gold embroidery and come in small, 
medium, or large sizes. We have seven blankets to give away. 
For your chance to win, please state ‘Mr Mole’ on your entry, along with 
your preferred blanket size and your dog’s name (maximum 11 letters). 
For more information call 01482 440221 or visit www.mrmoleblankets.co.uk 
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■ PHEROMONE 
COLLARS
Adaptil Collars comfort dogs at times 
of stress, such as when encountering 
new experiences and unknown 
environments. Adaptil can help puppies 
develop into balanced adult dogs if 
utilised during training/socialisation 
and puppy classes. The collars are 
available in two sizes: for puppies/small 
dogs (up to 45cm) and medium/large 
dogs (up to 70cm). We have 13 collars 
to give away. 
For your chance to win, please state ‘Adaptil’ 
on your entry, along with your preferred collar 
size. For more information call 01494 781510 or 
visit www.adaptil.co.uk

We have 
£1,250-worth of 

doggy products to 
give away — enter 

now! 

HOW TO ENTER FREEBIES
Simply visit www.yourdog.co.uk/freebies, quote the code 
7499MMPP and follow the instructions on screen. Alternatively, 
send your details, on a postcard or the back of a sealed envelope, 
to: Your Dog Magazine, 1-6 Buckminster Yard, Main Street, 
Buckminster, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG33 5SB, including the 
name of the giveaway you’d like to win. 

If you’d like to enter more than one giveaway, please include separate entries 
for each item inside an envelope. 

The closing date for online entries is April 1, 2014, and for postal entries 
April 15, 2014 (UK only). The winners will be picked after the postal closing date. 
BPG Media and the companies offering these giveaways may use your details 
to let you know about other products and services that would be of interest 
to you. If you do not wish to receive this information, please write ‘no’ in the 
top-left corner of your card when you enter or tick the appropriate boxes when 
completing your online entry.

FREEBIES!

■ TUBS OF 
LAWN CONTROL 
TABLETS
Green-UM contains active 
ingredients to help combat 
the effects of lawn burn 
caused by pets’ urine. The 
tablets contain the plant 
extract yucca schidigera which helps 
bind the nitrogen in the dog’s urine and 
eliminate unsightly lawn burn patches. 
We have 23 tubs to give away. 
For your chance to win, please state ‘Green-UM’ 
on your entry. For more information call 01582 
583888 or visit www.markandchappell.com

■ DOG BED
The Wipe Clean Tuffi es Nest is a strong 
and durable, top-quality dog bed. All 
Tuffi es beds are made from waterproof 
material with a futon mattress for support, 
with no loose stuffi ng to move around or 
go lumpy. We have one bed to give away. 
For your chance to win, please state ‘Tuffi es’ on your 
entry. For more information call 01888 563288 or 
visit www.tuffi es.co.uk 

■ BAGS OF 
DOG FOOD
Fish4Dogs Finest Ocean 
White Fish is a complete 
food with a taste dogs adore. 
The food is grain-free and 
contains high levels of omega 
3, which aids coat and skin 
health, and joint mobility. We 
have 25 1.5kg bags of food to 
give away. 
For your chance to win, please 
state ‘Fish4Dogs’ on 
your entry. For more 
information call 01299 
252352 or visit www.
fi sh4dogs.com 
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Spring is 
Put a spring back in your step with 
Andrea McHugh’s ideas for enjoying 
the month ahead with your dog.

8 SPRING CLEAN
Wash, dry, and store all those thick winter 
coats that your dog has been wearing, and put 

away the extra warm blankets he no longer needs. 
However, if your dog has worn a coat all winter, 
make the transition easier by switching to a light 
sweater to keep the chill off on early morning walks, 
and protect against April showers. While you are in 
spring clean mode give your dog a thorough groom 
and a bath to remove dead hair and tangles. If 
necessary, take him to the groomer’s for a fi rst trim 
of the season.

9PROTECT WILDLIFE
The majority of spring 
lambs are born from the 

middle of March until the end 
of April, so take care to keep 
your dog on a lead around 
areas where you see grazing 
sheep. Sheep tend to move 
quickly as a fl ock when they are frightened, and even 
the most placid of dogs may be tempted to give chase. In 
some areas of national parks you will also see dog exclusion 
notices to help protect nesting birds. Help to look after the 
environment and allow sheep to give birth undisturbed by 
keeping dogs under close control at all times.
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things to do10with your dog

THIS APRIL

10FLOWER POWER
The countryside 
really starts to come 

to life with fl owers in April. Pack 
up a picnic, get a group of friends 
together, and set off for a wonderful spring 
stroll in your local woods. If you would like 
to take part in an organised walk have a look 
at Bluebell Walks 2014, which raises funds 
for Canine Partners, a charity that provides 
disabled people with assistance dogs to 
help them live life as independently as 
possible. For more information visit 
www.caninepartners.co.uk/bluebell-walks

1SPRING FORWARD
Celebrate the onset of spring 
by getting out and about and 

exploring with your dog. The dark 
winter months may have been a 
challenge, but now the clocks have 
gone forward it’s time to enjoy some 
lovely early morning and evening 
walks that will help you to de-stress 
and get fi t. With all those extra hours 
of daylight you will now have time to 
go further afi eld, so do your research 
and ask friends to recommend some 
new dog-friendly walks. 

2ON TICK
Your dog may adore running 
around in the long grass, but 

this can make him vulnerable to fl ea 
and tick infestations. Routinely check 
your dog’s coat after every walk, 
especially after outdoor activities 
in wooded, leafy, or grassy areas. 
Investing in a tick remover will enable 
you to safely remove a tick without 
leaving parts of it embedded in your 
dog’s skin. 

Make a note of when your dog’s 
vaccinations, fl ea, tick, and worming 
treatments are due and protect him 
by keeping them up to date.

ds 
erful spring

Enjoy the 
colourful 
fl owers.

Keep a lookout 
and be prepared 
for spring lambs.

Get out and 
about with 
your dog.
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in the air

3TAKE A BREAK
The Easter holidays are always a very special time 
of year and provide a perfect opportunity to relax 

with your dog, work out your goals for the year, or plan 
a vacation. Look out for the May 2014 issue of Your Dog 
Magazine and our ‘Where to Stay’ guide (on sale from 
April 7), which is full of tried and tested dog-friendly 
accommodation in some of the nicest parts of the UK. 

4CHARITY CHAMPS
Why not use this month to embark on a fi tness 
campaign for you and your dog, and raise funds for 

a favourite charity as well? A quick internet search will provide 
lots of inspirational ideas, such as the annual Strutt your Mutt 
walk on June 22, which raises money for Hounds for Heroes. 
Dog walkers can choose from either a two or seven-mile 
route around the stunning Benacre Estate, situated on the 
picturesque Suffolk 
Heritage Coast 
between Lowestoft and 
Southwold. For more 
information visit www.
struttyourmutt.co.uk

6SWEET TOOTH
Make your dog a pet-friendly Easter egg. Place 
several packets of doggy choc drops into a bowl, 

then fi ll a saucepan with water and place the bowl on 
top. Warm the water gradually and stir the melting 
chocolate. Spoon the melted chocolate into two halves 
of a lightly greased egg mould and put them into the 
fridge to cool. Once the chocolate is set remove from 
the moulds and fi ll one side of the egg with your dog’s 
favourite treats. Spread melted chocolate around the 
edge of one half of the egg and stick the second 
half in place.  

5SHOW TIME
The fi rst outdoor shows of the season 
start in April — the perfect opportunity 

to introduce your dog to new sights, smells, 
and sounds. All About Dogs shows are held 
around the country and include a variety 
of fun activities. The All About Dogs show 
in Newark, Nottinghamshire, which takes 
place on April 26 and 27, has an April fool 
competition where dogs can show off their 
funniest tricks. All dogs receive An All About 
Dogs rosette and certifi cate and the winner 
takes home a trophy. For more information 
visit www.allaboutdogsshow.co.uk

HOW TIME

7 ON THE HUNT
Easter egg 
hunts are 

great fun, and you 
can easily organise 
a canine-friendly 
one for your dog 
and some of his friends. 
Place some tasty treats such as chopped sausage, cheese, or 
your dog’s favourite kibble into pieces of brown paper, then 
scrunch up tightly and twist the top to secure. Hide these little 
‘eggs’ on a trail around the garden and see how quickly your 
dog can fi nd them. He will also enjoy tearing at the paper to 
get the packet undone and win his prize.

th
to
ch
of
fri
th

T

ds.
h h d h

Find new places 
to explore.

Lots of outdoor 
shows spring up 
from April.

April is the month when 
you can start spending 
more time outdoors.
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Your top 10 health problems

Your dog has cancer.” Hearing 
those words fi lls owners with 
dread and fear. However, with 

the right type of treatment your dog can 
enjoy the best quality of life for as long 
as possible.

Dr Mark Goodfellow, veterinary 
oncologist at Hertfordshire-based 
Davies Veterinary Specialists, and public 
relations offi cer for the British Small 
Animal Veterinary Association, said it 
was about fi nding what was best for 
each individual dog. 

“There are hundreds of types of 
cancers and the prognosis depends 
entirely on the type,” he said.

“There are cancers that can be cured 
while others can be controlled. The aim 
when treating cancers that cannot be 
cured is ensuring the patient has the 
best possible quality of life, rather than 
focusing solely on longevity. 

“As such, there is no ‘one size fi ts 
all’ approach.”

WHAT IS CANCER? 
Cancer is the growth and spread of 
abnormal cells. When cells become 
damaged or old they are removed and 
replaced with new cells. Sometimes this 
process goes wrong. The DNA of a cell 
can become damaged or changed and a 
mutant cell is produced. Instead of being 
killed off, it reproduces more faulty cells.  

As the cells replicate with no 
organised structure a tumour appears, 
which is a mass of these extra cells. 
Tumours can be benign, meaning they 
tend to cause problems by putting 
pressure on nearby body parts. 
Malignant tumours grow at an alarming 
rate, destroy surrounding tissue, and 
can spread to other parts of the body, 
stopping it from functioning properly.  

WHAT CAUSES CANCER?  
There is no known single cause for 
cancer but the disease is thought to be 
due to a combination of genetic and 

environmental factors. Factors such as 
exposure to chemicals or toxins can 
contribute to the disease. Certain breeds 
are genetically more susceptible, as are 
older dogs. Infections and abnormalities 
in the immune system can also act as 
a trigger. 

Ensuring your pet lives a healthy 
lifestyle will help reduce the risk of 
cancer. Spaying bitches greatly reduces 
the risk of mammary cancer. 

TYPES OF CANCER
As there are hundreds of different cell 
types in the body that could potentially 
become cancerous, there are many 
different forms of the disease. How it 
is treated and the chances of survival 
depend on the type of cancer and 
whether it has spread. Some common 
cancers in dogs include: 
● Skin cancer — this accounts for a 
third of all canine cancers. Tumours 
occur on or just under the skin. There 

The Big C 
Around one in three dogs will get cancer, but the disease 

doesn’t have to be a death sentence. Michael Hallam explains.

Two cancer 
cells splitting. 

“

CANCER

44-47 yd top 10 health mc kf(SW).indd   4444-47 yd top 10 health mc kf(SW).indd   44 17/02/2014   11:3917/02/2014   11:39



www.yourdog.co.uk Your Dog April 2014  45

are different forms of skin cancer, the 
majority of which are benign. Mast cell 
tumours are the most common cancers 
that require special attention. Mast cells 
are responsible for repairing tissue and 
responding to infl ammation. Seventy per 
cent of mast cell tumours can be cured 
with treatment. 
● Lymphoma — where cancerous cells 
form in one or more of the lymph glands, 
which fi lter the blood and store white 
blood cells. It can occur at any age but it 
often develops between the ages of six 
and nine. The disease usually responds 
well to chemotherapy, although some 
forms do not.  
● Mammary tumours — these commonly 
affect older female dogs. Around half 
of tumours will be benign. The risk of 
mammary tumours is greatly reduced in 
bitches who are spayed early. 
● Bone cancer — osteosarcoma is the 
most common form of bone cancer. 
Usually found in the long bones of the 
legs, it is an aggressive form of the 
disease. Tumours are more common in 
large breeds. 

SYMPTOMS AND DIAGNOSIS
Owners should be particularly aware of 
any lumps or swellings. Grooming your 
pet is a good time to check him over. 
If you fi nd anything untoward get it 
checked by a vet. 

Changes in appetite, toileting habits, 
and a dog’s character, as well as pain, 
abnormal discharges, failure of wounds 
to heal, or strange odours are also 
common signs of cancer. 

With there being so many forms of 
the disease, almost anything out of the 
ordinary can be a symptom. If your dog 
is displaying anything unusual, it’s worth 
getting him checked by your vet. In most 
cases it won’t be cancer, but if it is an 
early diagnosis gives a better outlook.   

After examination, if your vet believes 

your dog has cancer they might conduct 
further tests including blood tests, 
X-rays, ultrasounds, and a CT scan to 
confi rm the diagnosis. 

If the lump is accessible a biopsy can 
be taken. Alternatively, a fi ne-needle 
aspirate can be performed. A thin 
needle is inserted and a small sample 
of the lump taken. When placed under 
a microscope it is usually possible to 
discover whether the cells are cancerous. 

TREATMENT    
There is no standard approach for 
fi ghting all forms of cancer. Each dog 
is treated as an individual to give 
him a good quality of life for as long 
as possible. 

There are three main forms of 
treatment for cancer: surgery, radiation, 
and chemotherapy. 

If the tumour is accessible surgery 
may be used to remove it. After surgery, 
other treatments are often used to kill 
off any remaining cancerous cells. 

Chemotherapy can worry owners 
because of the known side effects it 
can cause in humans. The treatment for 
pets is not the same. Dogs are given 
much lower dosages and they do not 
experience many of the side effects. 

Chemotherapy kills cells that replicate 
quickly but cannot distinguish between 
good and bad cells — that is why 
humans lose their hair, as the cells are 
fast growing. In dogs, the hair is not 
composed of fast-growing cells, so your 
dog is unlikely to lose his hair. 

Radiation is also a form of treatment. 
This is used if the cancer is in one area so 
it can be targeted. Radiation is projected 
on to the area and damages the DNA of 
cells, causing them to die. This can be 
used in combination with other forms of 
treatment to cure cancer, and is also a 
palliative care to reduce symptoms and 
prolong life. 

BREEDS SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO CANCER 
● Golden Retriever.
● Bernese Mountain Dog.
● Flat Coated Retriever.
● Boxer.
● Boston Terrier.
● Irish Wolfhound.

Cancer is more common 
in older dogs.

 Check your dog regularly…

...and if you fi nd any lumps get 
them checked out by your vet.

The Boxer. 

The Flat Coated 
Retriever.

The Irish Wolfhound. 
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CASE STUDY

“If there was any chance of  
eradicating the cancer I wanted 
to take it”
When Jackie Humphries 

found a lump on her 
Golden Retriever Benson 
it turned out to be a soft 
tissue sarcoma. The lump was 
removed but another lump 
formed, so Benson went to the 
Kennel Club Cancer Centre at 
the Animal Health Trust (AHT), 
in Suffolk, for treatment. 

“In 2010 I found a small 
cancerous lump on Benson’s 
leg,” said Jackie, from 
Lawshall, Suffolk. “The lump 
was removed and his leg 
healed well. Almost two years 
to the day, I found another 
lump in the same place.

“The vet decided to remove 
the second lump but it was 
tricky, as there was not a lot of 
fl esh after the fi rst operation. 
The second operation went 
well but we were sent to the 
AHT for further treatment to 
eradicate any cancerous cells 
that were left. 

“Benson had three sessions 

of radiotherapy every week 
for four weeks. The treatment 
did take its toll. He was 
drowsy from the anaesthetic 
and it would take him a day 
and a half to come round 
after treatment. It was awful 
to watch him go through it 
but if there was any chance 
of eradicating the cancer 
I wanted to take it. I think 
Benson coped brilliantly. 

“The radiotherapy went 
well and the AHT was happy. 
They can’t guarantee it won’t 
come back but there is a good 
chance it won’t. It’s been 
nearly a year now. 

“When we were fi rst told 
the diagnosis the whole family 
was upset. 

“We were terrifi ed Benson 
was going to die but we had 
to stay positive. 

“During the treatment we 
really missed his big character 
— it’s just wonderful having 
him back.” 

CASE STUDY

“We take it a day at a time”
For Pamela Pickard, 

helping her Golden 
Retriever, Levi, fi ght cancer 
has been a long battle. 

Levi had surgery, 
chemotherapy, and 
radiotherapy to combat 
a mast cell tumour. The 
cancer didn’t spread and 
Levi and his family are 
enjoying life again. 

“At the end of 2012 Levi 
had a swollen 

back right foot,” said 
Pamela, from Aberdeen. 
“The swelling went down 
but came back again. We 
thought he had been stung. 

“Our vet performed an 
aspirate and confi rmed it 
was a mast cell tumour.  

“We went to Glasgow 
to see an oncologist. 
The tumour couldn’t be 
removed because of its size 

and location. Levi had 
chemotherapy to try 
to shrink it, which 
didn’t work. 

“The surgeon was 
able to take some 
of the tumour away 
and Levi had to 
have chemotherapy 
followed by 
radiotherapy. 

“Levi coped with 
the chemotherapy 
and only had a 
couple of bad days. 
Once we had to 

Smile — Levi 
is enjoying 
life again.
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CANCER
Your top 10 health problems

If your dog is not 
himself it may be a 
sign of cancer.

Benson after 
his surgery. 
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CASE STUDY

“I was distraught and prepared 
for the worst”
When her Labrador 

Diesel got a lump near 
his ribs, his owner Katie 
Hibbert thought it was 
nothing serious. 

“In October 2013 
I noticed Diesel had lost 
weight and started drinking 
excessively,” said Katie, 
from Greater Manchester. 

“It was obvious 
something wasn’t right. 
I also found a lump on his 
back left rib. As he is eight 
years old, I thought it was 
probably just a fatty lump.

“When I took him to 
the vet’s I knew it was 
something serious, as they 
took his blood and sent 
it off as urgent. They also 
wanted to do a biopsy on 
the lump. His weight dropped from 28kg 
to 24kg in less than eight weeks. We then got the news it 
was cancer.  

“Diesel was referred to specialists for further tests. If it had 
been bone cancer there wouldn’t have been much they could 
have done. 

“Luckily it was a sarcoma — cancer of the connecting tissue 
and ligaments. We were told the tumour was isolated to the 
last rib and so they were able to operate. 

“We had to wait a week for the surgeons to know exactly 
what they were dealing with before Diesel could have surgery. 

“He had surgery to remove the cancerous rib and the 
two ribs next to it, and some of the abdomen wall. Two 
weeks after surgery he had a check-up and the surgeon was 
thrilled with Diesel’s progress. He had gained weight and 
stopped excessive drinking. 

“He has a dip in his side 
but you can’t notice it. I 
was worried about other 
dogs bumping into him 
but he didn’t care, he just 
got on with it.

“The experience 
was so upsetting. I was 
distraught and prepared 
for the worst. But I had to 
carry on and be positive. 
I spent time researching 
different diets, vets, and 
herbal remedies that 
might have been able 
to help. 

“Although Diesel 
didn’t need any of them 
I felt like I was doing 
something, which helped 
me get through it.” 

rush him to the vet’s to 
be put on a drip after he 
reacted badly to a different 
type of chemotherapy drug. 

“In-between treatment, 
we had to take him to 
the vet’s to get his blood 
checked to ensure his white 
blood cell count was high 
enough to cope with 
the therapy. 

“Then just before 
Christmas last year we got 
the good news that his 
cancer hadn’t spread. 

“He is not totally 
in the clear but he has 
not had any mast cell 
tumours reoccuring. 

“It was scary — at fi rst 
I didn’t know what to 
do. The specialists broke 
everything down for us. 

“The cost is huge which 
is something owners need 
to think about. We went 
over our insurance limit but 
could still afford treatment. 

“We take it a day at 
a time.” 

Diesel had 
three ribs 
removed. 

Diesel is back 
on his feet.
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“The cost is huge 
which is something 

owners need to 
think about.”

Levi has been 
through a lot of 
treatment. 
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Hypo-allergenic 
complete dog food

Made with natural ingredients and 
all the nutrients your dog needs
throughout life.
No added artificial colours, flavours 
or preservatives.
Excludes many ingredients known 
to cause tummy upsets.

For healthy 
digestion, 

skin and coat
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Available from all good pet shops
Nutritional Advice: 0845 603 9095

For a list of local stockists and to subscribe to our free e-newsletter:

www.wellbeloved.com
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I never expected to become a dog 
person. For 20 years I had a pair of 
beloved cats called Buster and Paddy, 
and I worshipped them in the way all 
cat lovers are required to do. 

I wrote about their funny, cold-
shouldering, superior ways. I bought 
them toys that they tore to bits. I lived, 
uncomplaining, with the aroma of cat hair 
and litter tray. Paddy (a female) had 
a thrill-seeking side to her, which I satisfi ed 
by swinging her back and forth in a plastic 
shopping basket. 

Buster was, relatively, 
a stranger to happiness, but 
I loved him all the more for 
his choosy personality. 
I never accepted that he was 
just “a miserable git” — as 
one of my boyfriends so 
hurtfully suggested. 

Anyway, during my long 
years of feline enslavement, 
I went on holiday a couple of times with 
a friend who liked dogs, and I noticed 
something very strange about her. 

She was always saying hello to other 
people’s animals. We would be walking 
along, talking, and she would suddenly 
break off  just because she had spotted a dog. 
It was weird. 

She would approach the dog and give 

him a pat; she would discuss the dog 
with the owner (who never seemed to 
mind); and then she would come back to 
me. I watched this ritual countless times, 
totally bemused. 

From feline to canine
In those days, when I looked at any general 
scene with dogs in it, I did not spot the dogs 
in particular. My heart did not feel the tug 
of love for a bright eye and a waggy tail that 
I now experience continually, every time 

I leave the house.
Because now I am a dog 

person. I was told that it 
was impossible to “cross the 
fl oor” — you were either one 
thing or the other. 

But I got my darling 
Norfolk Terrier Hoagy in 
2009, and since then the 
world has gone bone-shaped. 

I pore over Your Dog 
Magazine, cooing at the pictures. In any 
general scene that has only cats in it, I think, 
“Damn. No dogs!” 

I used to believe that dog people should 
basically be ashamed of themselves, because 
the good nature of dogs was so easily taken 
advantage of. But to be honest, no one has 
ever been able to follow this argument 
— and I have changed my mind in any case. 

I now think that dogs are very, very nice 
(and very, very beautiful) and that I am 
very, very lucky to have one of my own. 

Inevitably, I’ve now written a horror 
novel about evil cats, in which a faithful 
Norfolk-type Terrier is a bit of a hero. 

Is this a backlash against cats? Well, if it 
is, the term is certainly appropriate. 

I lived with — and cared for— my cats 
for 20 years and they still tried to tear my 
face off  whenever I needed to put them in 
a basket. Aft er a lifetime with cats, 
I sometimes burst into tears of gratitude 
that my dog lets me put a collar on him 
without trying to kill me. 

And on top of that, he doesn’t need 
a litter tray! Th ank goodness I fi nally saw 
the light.

ABOUT LYNNE 
TRUSS
Lynne Truss is a 
columnist for ‘The 
Sunday Telegraph’, 
sports journalist, 
author, and art and 
book reviewer. She 
is well known for her 
best-selling book on 
punctuation ‘Eats, 
Shoots & Leaves’ 
and is also a regular 
broadcaster for 
BBC Radio 4.

‘Cat out of Hell’ (£9.99, Hammer) 
is a gothic tale about a cat with 
nine lives and a relationship as 
ancient as time itself. It engages 
in the old cat versus dog debate. 
Full of sharp references and witty 
lines, it is Lynne’s fi rst novel in 
more than 10 years. You can 
order it from the Your Dog Bookshop 
at www.yourdog.co.uk/bookshop
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“I got my darling 
Norfolk Terrier 
Hoagy in 2009, 

and since then the 
world has gone 
bone-shaped.”
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Crossing the divide
Aft er two decades of cat ownership, journalist 
Lynne Truss turned her back on the feline 
world to embrace Man’s best friend.

Lynne has become 
an ardent dog lover.
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Lynne with her Norfolk 
Terrier Hoagy.
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PUPPY
BUYERS’ GUIDE

The Irish Wolfhound is the biggest of all 
dog breeds. But does this gentle giant 
make an ideal companion? 

Bringing a puppy into 
your home is not a 
decision to be taken 

lightly. But don’t worry 
— Your Dog Magazine is 
here to help. Each issue we 
focus on a popular dog 
breed, giving you an insight 
to its lifestyle, health, and 
temperament. This month 
it’s the turn of that gentle 
giant the Irish Wolfhound. 

THE IRISH WOLFHOUND 
IN BRIEF 
Height: Dogs: over 79cm (31in); bitches: 
over 71cm (28in). 
Weight: Dogs: over 54.5kg (120lb); 
bitches: over 40.9kg (90lb). 
Average lifespan: 7 years. 
Average price of puppies: £1,250. 
Colours: Recognised colours are grey, 
brindle, red, black, pure white, fawn, 
wheaten, and steel grey. 

Irish 
Wolfhound

Exercise should 
be limited until 

your Wolfhound 
has reached 
adulthood.
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PROS
■ Loving and 
devoted.  
■ Comfortable 
with other 
dogs.  

CONS
■ Short life 
expectancy. 
■ Lots of room 
required. 

Don’t forget: This 
is just the beginning 
of your journey to 
becoming a puppy 
owner. Research the 
breed further, talk to 
owners (there are a 
couple of interviews 
over the page), contact 
the breed clubs, and 
ensure you meet some 
Irish Wolfhounds in 
the fl esh. 

DID YOU KNOW?
■ The Kennel Club recognised the Irish 
Wolfhound as a sporting breed in 1925. 
■ Despite their gentle natures, Irish 
Wolfhounds are natural hunters and 
should remain on leads near livestock. 

HEALTH
The Irish Wolfhound is susceptible 
to some genetic disorders, 
including: 
■ Cancer.
■ Heart disease. 
■ Gastric dilatation volvulus 
(bloat).

Irish Wolfhounds have a higher 
than average mortality rate due 
to cancer, in particular bone 
cancer (osteocarcinoma). 

They are also prone to heart 
disease, in particular dilated 
cardiomyopathy where the heart 
muscle weakens and swells. This 
usually leads to congestive heart 
failure in Wolfhounds. 

Bloat is a life-threatening 
condition where the stomach 
bloats with gas and fl uid. The 
stomach can twist and cut off the 
blood supply. The condition can 

develop suddenly and immediate 
veterinary attention is needed to 
save the dog’s life. 

Health tests: Kennel Club 
assured breeders of Irish 
Wolfhounds are strongly 
recommended to use the 
British Veterinary Association/
Kennel Club/International Sheep 
Dog Society eye scheme. The 
test detects eye problems, in 
particular general progressive 
retinal atrophy, which slowly 
causes blindness. 

It is recommended that 
all Irish Wolfhounds used for 
breeding take part in the annual 
heart testing scheme approved 
by the Irish Wolfhound Club. 
The minimum requirement 
of the scheme is for dogs to 
be examined by stethoscope, 
ultrasound scan, and 
electrocardiography (ECG). 

Puppies should be 
liver shunt tested before 
being sold.  

It is strongly recommended 
that bitches do not produce 
a litter under the age of two, 
over the age of six, and not 

more than one litter over 
a 12-month period. 

LIFESTYLE
■ Irish Wolfhounds 

need space, so a 
good-sized house with a 
secure garden is a must. 
■ A normal-sized family car 
will not usually be big enough 
for a Wolfhound.
■ A Wolfhound wants to be 
with his family as much as 

possible — if left alone for too 
long, he will get up to mischief. 
■ This is an energetic breed 
which, once mature, needs at 
least an hour’s exercise every day.  
However it is important not to 
over-exercise Irish Wolfhound 
puppies. Allow them lots of 
rest so their growing bodies are 
not damaged.
■ The breed is good with 
children but interactions must be 
supervised, as a Wolfhound could 
accidentally hurt a child with his 
huge wagging tail. 
■ Items left on coffee tables or 
worktops are not safe with an 
Irish Wolfhound around. 

TEMPERAMENT 
■ Loyal and gentle. 
■ Irish Wolfhounds love their 
families but can be aloof with 
unfamiliar faces. 
■ Calm and proud. 

TRAINABILITY
■ Irish Wolfhounds are eager 
to please and will pick up 
basic training. 
■ They are sensitive souls. Never 
chastise — a fi rm tone will suffi ce. 
■ They are naturally clean dogs 
and easy to house-train. 

GENERAL CARE
■ Irish Wolfhounds need a good 
brushing at least twice a week. 
■ A comfy bed is a must to 
support their large joints. They 
will appreciate a bed that allows 
them to stretch out. 

USEFUL 
CONTACT
Irish Wolfhound 
Society; call the 
secretary, Jane 
Roe, on 01142 
883382 or visit 
www.irish
wolfhound
society.co.uk bloooodd susupppplyy. The condition can electrocar
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“Irish Wolfhounds need 
space, so a good-sized 
house with a secure 
garden is a must.” 

An Irish Wolfhound 
is a big commitment. 
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Wolfhounds are kind and 
friendly by nature.
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PUPPY
BUYERS’ GUIDE

Having owned three Irish 
Wolfhounds, Diane Stickland 
would never be without one. She 

lives in Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, 
with her Irish Wolfhound Riley. 

 
Q. Why did you choose an 
Irish Wolfhound?
A. “I used to have a German Shepherd. 
When I lost him I couldn’t bear to 
have another one — I thought I would 
constantly compare the new dog to him. 
I’d always admired Irish Wolfhounds since 
I was little, so I decided to get one. 
I thought they were such special dogs.

“When I lost my fi rst Wolfhound, 
I found that I couldn’t be without one.”

 
Q. What was it about the breed that 
you found particularly attractive?
A. “They really are gentle giants. They 
have such an imposing stature but possess 
a kind and gentle nature.” 

Q. Did you do any research into the 
breed before getting your dogs?
A. “Yes. I read lots of books about 
the breed.” 

Q. How did you fi nd the fi rst year with 
your Irish Wolfhound?
A. “Amazing and funny. As puppies, they 

grow as they sleep — you can almost see 
it happening. The body eventually catches 
up with their legs and tail. When they run 
it is a real lollop.” 

Q. Was training easy?
A. “Yes, as Riley is food orientated. I took 
him to a puppy party for socialisation, 
which he thought was great. I am not sure 
the other puppies were as keen about 
him, however. He was also kept in a cage 
at night as a puppy.” 

Q. Any surprises — good or bad?
A. “My fi rst Wolfhound chewed the corner 
of my kitchen wall, reaching as high as the 
door handle before stopping. I would not 
have had to re-plaster so much of the wall 
with a smaller dog. 

“It was a surprise how friendly they are 
with other animals and people. They really 
love attention. 

“Be warned — their wet beards get 

everywhere — on worktops, the TV, and 
even on my best clothes.”

Q. Has the breed lived up to your 
expectations?
A. “People say that once you’ve had an 
Irish Wolfhound, you’ll never be without 
one. That has certainly been true for me. 
All the Irish Wolfhounds I’ve owned have 
been good with other animals and people. 
I fi nd them easy to manage.” 

Q. Do you have any advice for potential 
Irish Wolfhound owners?
A. “They are very big dogs — Riley 
weighs 78kg. People sometimes do not 
realise just how big they can get. They 
need plenty of room to exercise. 

“Because they are a giant breed, their 
lifespan can be much shorter. I lost my 
fi rst Irish Wolfhound at fi ve years old and 
my second at six years old. Hopefully Riley 
will reach double fi gures.”

owners’ views

Two Irish Wolfhound 
owners share their 
experiences of the 
breed, and offer some 
advice to potential 
puppy buyers. 

The 

A fully grown Riley.

Irish Wolfhounds 
have a gentle 
nature. 
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After falling in love with the breed 
as a young girl, Tania Stevens 
fi nally got an Irish Wolfhound of 

her own. She lives in Frettenham, Norfolk 
with 14-month-old Irish Wolfhound Darcy 
and her eight other dogs.  

Q. Why did you choose an 
Irish Wolfhound? 
A. “My uncle had one when I was a 
young girl. I used to adore visiting him so 
I could see this massive gentle giant of a 
dog. I promised myself that when I had 
my own house I would get one. Now that 
dream has come true.”

Q. What was it about the breed that 
you found particularly attractive?
A.  “Their size and how they looked. 
I love the fact they are so gentle.” 

Q. Did you do any research into the 
breed before getting your dog?
A. “I did lots of research. My uncle told 
me about the pros and cons. I went on 
forums and Facebook groups, and spoke 
to breeders.” 

Q. How did you fi nd the fi rst year with 
your Irish Wolfhound?
A. “The fi rst 10 months were hard. 
Sometimes I felt like tearing my hair out. 
I’m lucky that I work from home, so in 
terms of destruction all I’ve had to deal 
with is ripped up carpets on the stairs and 
in the conservatory. I know other owners 
who have had sofas and walls eaten. At 
14 months, Darcy is a very polite and well 
behaved dog. Now all I have to worry 
about are shoes and socks.” 

Q. Was training easy?
A. “There will be accidents when it comes 
to house-training and you will certainly 
know about it. Darcy hated the car. I was 
told this was a usual Wolfhound trait and 
advised to take her out on short journeys, 
and then build them up. In the beginning 
she would pant and slobber, but now she 
races to the car and sleeps until we get to 
our destination. 

“Irish Wolfhounds are eager to please, 
as long as there is a treat involved.”

Q. Any surprises — good or bad? 
A. “I’ve learned that if I am on the sofa 
and Darcy walks past, I will likely get 
whipped in the face with her tail. 

“Never leave food on the table. 
I once spent ages making my favourite 
dinner. I went to the other side of the 
room to put the light on and by the 
time I turned around, Darcy was halfway 
through my meal.” 

Q. Has the breed lived up to your 
expectations?
A. “Yes, she has lived up to my 
expectations, even more so the older 
she gets. She is so gentle. My Pug, 
Poppy, is the boss of her.”

Q. Do you have any advice for 
potential Irish Wolfhound owners?
A. “Before you get an Irish Wolfhound 
make sure you research the breed, 
meet the puppy’s parents, and check 
they have had relevant health tests. 
Socialise your puppy and get him used to 
travelling in the car from a young age. 

“Invest in a large crate and give him 
a stuffed Kong to avoid boredom and 
destruction if you have to leave your 
Wolfhound alone.”

“There will be accidents when it comes to house-training 
and you will certainly know about it.”

 They are an athletic 
and energetic breed.

d k

NEXT MONTH: 
We will be bringing you the puppy 
buyers’ guide to the Maltese Terrier.

Pug Poppy is 
Darcy’s best friend.
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OUT OF CONTROL
In January, more than 2,000 dog owners 
were surveyed on behalf of the Kennel 
Club (KC) and Dogs Trust, initiators of 
the plan. 

Owners were asked whether their 
four-legged companions were well 
socialised and happy in most new 
situations when they fi rst arrived home,

or not well socialised, 
fearful, and anxious.

The research discovered that 
puppies who were not properly socialised 
and introduced to new situations in a 
positive way early on were most likely to 
give their new owners trouble.

These dogs were 25 per cent more 
likely to show anti-social behaviour 
towards other dogs, and twice as likely 
to show it towards people, compared to 
dogs who had been socialised as puppies.

Poorly socialised pups were three 
times more likely to be anxious around 
new people, and more often showed 
anxiety around other dogs and new 
household noises.

Nearly 30 per cent of owners surveyed 
said their dogs frequently jumped up at 
people, 18 per cent admitted their dogs 
were scared of people with facial hair, 
13 per cent of dogs were fearful of 

BUILDING A
BETTER 
FUTURE 

Getting accustomed 
to other pets is 

important for 
young pups.

www.yourdog.co.uk
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D o you regularly end up red-faced 
because of something your dog 
has done in public? 

New research by the Kennel Club and 
Dogs Trust has discovered that many pet 
owners are embarrassed by their dog’s 
behaviour when out and about.

And almost one in fi ve people are 
never — or rarely — in control of their 
dogs on walks.

However, these problems could be 
prevented if puppies were socialised 
properly in the early weeks of life.

The problem of poor socialisation 
is being tackled head on following the 
eagerly awaited launch of the Puppy 
Socialisation Plan. 

This step-by-step plan — which Your 
Dog Magazine originally reported on 
in the March 2012 issue — is aimed at 
breeders, rehoming centres, and new 
owners to build up puppies’ confi dence 
around everyday objects and situations.

One in fi ve dog owners 
can’t control their pets in 
public, something which 
the Puppy Socialisation 
Plan hopes to tackle.

PUPPY
A PROBLEM SHARED...
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Making 
a difference
T he Puppy Socialisation Plan was 

piloted among some of the KC’s 
assured breeders and Dogs 

Trust rescue homes last year. It 
underwent some minor tweaks in line 
with those breeders’ experiences 
and feedback, before recently being 
launched nationwide.

This comprehensive socialisation 
plan is online based and starts with 
the breeder, or early care giver, who 
works through the fi rst eight weeks of a 
puppy’s life. 

The plan is broken down into 
sections with a number of tasks and 
exercises relevant to the puppy’s age 
which the breeder has to complete. 
These are designed to build puppies’ 
confi dence around everything from 
household appliances to traffi c noises 
and a range of people. 

Breeders have to record each step 
using diary entries, photos, and/or 
videos. It is then passed on to the new 
owner to continue until the puppy is 
16 weeks old. 

The plan will provide puppy owners 
with a proven record of their pup’s 

socialisation and early lessons, 
and leave them confi dent that 

their pet has encountered 
all the things he will need 
to accept and deal with 
in life.

“The whole idea is to 
make the relationship 

better between dogs and 
people,” said Carolyn.

“It’s going to make a 
huge difference.”

For further 
information on the Puppy 
Socialisation Plan visit 
www.thepuppyplan.com

The Puppy 
Socialisation Plan 
aims to get pups 
used to everyday 
items such as 
vacuum cleaners.

household appliances, and 26 per cent 
were anxious about being left home alone.

Furthermore, 55 per cent of those 
surveyed for the research said their dogs 
had displayed anti-social behaviour in the 
form of barking, growling, snapping, or 
biting at other dogs. Thirty-fi ve per cent 
of dogs showed anti-social behaviour 
towards people.

Trainer and behaviourist Carolyn 
Menteith, who developed the Puppy 
Socialisation Plan for the KC and Dogs 
Trust, said the fi gures were extraordinary.

“People would involve their dogs 
a lot more in life if they didn’t think 
they would embarrass them,” said 
Carolyn. “Socialisation is what makes 
the difference.

“Without a doubt, being a 
companion is the hardest job that 
we ask dogs to do — there are so 
many expectations.

“We want dogs to be nice 
to children, not to knock 
granny over, not to chase 
cats, and to be OK left 
on their own. People 
expect so much 
but are not 
preparing 
their dogs.

“Preparation for this goes right back to 
those early weeks when pups are growing 
their brains, which is a limited time. 

“A lot of people are not doing this. The 
public doesn’t realise why socialisation is 
so important.

“Many of the problems we see in dogs, 
from aggression to all the behaviours that 
arise through fear such as noise phobias 
and separation issues, as well as poor 
learning skills and many training problems, 
could be prevented if they were taught 

lots of new experiences from the
very beginning.”

Caroline Kisko, KC secretary, 
added: “This research overwhelmingly 
shows that putting in the hard miles 

at the beginning, when it comes to 
early socialisation and exposure to new 
experiences, will reap rewards in terms
of a dog’s future behaviour and state 
of mind.”

As well as identifying common 
behavioural problems, the research 
discovered that dogs who were well 
socialised and had experienced positive 
associations with fellow canines, children, 
different people, and noises at home and 
outdoors were signifi cantly more likely 
to become well-mannered and confi dent 
canine citizens in adulthood.

However, it’s not just owners who 
are responsible for their new puppy’s 
socialisation. Breeders also need to play 
their part in the very early stages of a 
pup’s life.

Carolyn explained: “It’s important that 
before the age of seven weeks, breeders 
socialise their pups. Some breeders don’t 
do this.

“New owners don’t realise the 
importance of going to a breeder who 
socialises pups.

“People need to be looking not just for 
health tests but at behaviour, so their new 
pup is fi t for function as a companion dog.”

”People would involve 
their dogs a lot more in life 

if they didn’t think they 
would embarrass them.”

Well-socialised 
pups grow into 
well-mannered 

adult dogs.

Breeders should 
socialise pups in the 
early weeks of life.
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NO MUD 

EASY TO CLEAN 

HARD WEARING  

NATURAL LOOKING 

01474 364320                      
WWW.ARTIFICIALLAWN.CO.UK 

MUD FREE DOG FRIENDLY 
LAWNS FOR YOUR GARDEN 

 Warning - Hot Dog Alert!
AnimAlarm - an award winning, 
easy to use temperature warning 
system that allows you to monitor 
the temperature in any 
environment, ensuring 
that your dog is safe and 
comfortable at all times.

www.theanimalarm.com Tel: 01452 702062

No activation necessary and excellent cooling qualities 
Perfect for cooling dogs - and their owners!

NEW - AniMat 
Cool Gel Mat

Clinically proven to lower your 
dog’s temperature by direct touch. 

Pre-season SALE!
Come and see us at Crufts, Hall 5 22d or visit us online
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Training & Behaviour

THE YOUR 
DOG EXPERTS

Dog Answers

Elizabeth Kershaw is 
a clicker trainer and 
a member of the UK 
Registry of Canine 
Behaviourists.

Claire Arrowsmith
BSc, MSc, is a member 
of the Association 
of Pet Behaviour 
Counsellors.

Steve Goward 
is deputy head of 
canine behaviour and 
training at Dogs Trust.
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 BEHAVIOUR 

PLAY NICELY!
Play fi ghts can seem 
alarming to owners. 

Q I have a 15-week-old 
Labrador and a 
fi ve-year-old 

Springador, both female. 
Whenever they’re together, 
they fi ght, pulling at each 
other’s ears and growling. 
Is this a bad thing, and if so, 
how can I stop it?

Molly Cushing, email address. 

A Claire says: Canine 
play fi ghting can 
appear rather 

alarming. It can be noisy 
and apparently rough. While 
this is a fairly typical form of 
play between dogs, there 
are some things that should 
be considered. First of all 
watch the dogs: does the 

play escalate to this level 
very quickly? How long does 
it continue for? Does either 
dog appear to have had 
enough before the other, 
and if so, will the other 
accept the end of the game? 
Nice play may be rough and 
noisy but it should be fairly 
balanced, with both dogs 
swapping roles as they play 
and responding to the other’s 
signals. Vitally, during play, 
dogs should check in with 
one another to reinforce the 
fact that they are still playing. 
This involves brief pauses, 
play bows, bent elbows, and 
quick assessments. 

One concern I would have 

with your puppy is that if she 
is able to rehearse this type 
of play continuously with 
your tolerant Springador, she 
might learn this is how to play 
with all dogs and, of course, 
this won’t be tolerated well. 

Make sure she has lots 
of time away from the 
older dog to learn to play 
independently, to train 
and play with you, and, 

essentially, to learn to interact 
with other dogs with different 
styles of play. 

If you continue to be 
concerned, watch them 
carefully and interrupt the 
play by calling them away 
when it becomes too intense 
and giving them a distraction 
to keep them focused. Allow 
them some time to calm 
before restarting their play. 

 TRAINING 

A covered travel crate can 
help car-anxious canines.

Driven to 
distraction 

Q Ringo, my Jack Russell Terrier, 
who is 11 months old, has travel 
problems in the car. He barks and 

gets overexcited.
Ringo gets into the car OK and sits in 

the footwell by the front seat so my wife 
can control him. However, he soon starts 
barking and gets very anxious.

We have tried walking him 
beforehand but this does not help.

Geoff Turner, email address.

A Elizabeth says: At what point does 
Ringo start to get excited? Is it the 
anticipation of the car ride, the 

engine starting, the car moving, the sight 
and sound of oncoming traffi c, or some 
other factor? What is it that is making him 
anxious? Was he sick in the car as a small 
puppy? If it is outside infl uences that are 
disturbing him it might help to place him 
in a covered travel crate, which makes it 
impossible for him to watch passing traffi c. 
There are so many possibilities as to what 
may be causing this problem, you really 
need to consult someone local to you who 
can take a look at his behaviour. Your vet 
may be able to refer you to a behaviourist 
who could help.
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If you have a query about your dog, drop 
us a line and we’ll get one of our resident 
experts to come up with some solutions. 
Email your problems, with a photo if it’s 
relevant, to: editorial@yourdog.co.uk

Alternatively, post your letter, with 
an SAE, to: Dog Answers Extra, Your 

Dog Magazine, 1-6 Buckminster Yard, 
Main Street, Buckminster, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire NG33 5SB. 

You can also post your question 
on Facebook www.facebook.com/
yourdogmagazine and on the Your Dog 
Forum www.yourpetforums.co.uk

GOT A PROBLEM? WE CAN SOLVE IT!

MOVE CLOSER
 TRAINING 

Q My pup comes back 
to me when I call 
her, but when she 

gets an arm’s length away, 
she runs off again. One 
time she escaped out of 
the front door and thought 
it was a great game, 
running away from us into 
the road.

Victoria Denton, on Facebook.

A Elizabeth says: 
There is a possibility 
your puppy has 

discovered that it is much 
more fun to initiate chase 
games with you rather than 
be caught and put on a lead. 
Have you inadvertently tried 
to grab her as she passes? 
This is not an unusual 
occurrence and can usually 
be remedied with some 
carefully planned training.

Firstly, go out with a 
pocket full of high-quality 
treats which you know your 
dog fi nds irresistible. Call 
your puppy’s name and 
a recall cue, and as she 
approaches toss food treats 
in her direction and walk 
on. After doing this several 
times, call her and toss food 
treats in front of you and 
stand still. Make no move 
towards her but allow her to 
pick up the treats. Repeat 
this several times, each time 
trying to get the treats a 

little nearer to your feet until 
she can come right up and 
collect the treats. Do not try 
to grab her — stand still and 
chat quietly to her. Allow her 
to go away again.

Once she is happy with 
this and can approach 
confi dently toss the treats 
so that she has to go a short 
way through your legs to 
pick them up. When she can 
do this happily, start to bend 
down carefully and slowly, 
and try a little massage of 
her rear end. Do not try to 
grab her collar.

When you can do this, 
get her to target your hand 
which you hold fi rmly against 
your knees with the food 
treat in your closed fi st. As 
she touches your hand, open 
your fi st and allow her to get 
the food. 

Because she is so close 
to your knees you should be 
able to gently lower a hand 
into her collar while she eats. 
Once she fi nishes eating, let 
her go again. 

After a lot of practice you 
should have a dog who will 
come right up to you when 
you call in expectation of 
a treat. 

Make sure you do not 
make the mistake of only 
calling her to you when you 
want to put the lead on.

Don’t want to 
be all by myself
Q My two-year-old 

deaf Boxer has awful 
separation anxiety. 

I have tried crating her but 
she works herself up so much 
it’s distressing to come back 
to. I have a three-year-old 
Boxer too, who has the run 
of the house. I have tried 
leaving her out with him, but 
she destroys everything. She 
is never left for more than 
a couple of hours. I am at a 
loss as to what to do. I have 
tried calming drops, but to 
no avail.

Trudi Savage-Lakin, on Facebook.

A Elizabeth says: 
I think it might be a 
good idea to make 

an appointment with a 
veterinary behaviourist, as it 
is possible that your Boxer 
needs medication to help her 
through this period. In the 
meantime, install an Adaptil 
diffuser in the room where she 
is left, near to her crate. Leave 
it plugged in for a few weeks. 
It may take a little time for 
her to respond. Other ideas 
that may help are linked with 
Tellington TTouch — itself 
worth investigating. Look on 
the internet for a practitioner. 
Likewise, Bach Flower 
remedies may help.

Depending on the severity 
of her deafness the practice 
of leaving a radio on may not 

be applicable, but strategies 
such as ‘cool’ leave taking, 
ignoring her for the last 30 
minutes before leaving, and 
going out of the door without 
a highly emotional scene can 
be effective. This is a problem 
which may need some 
professional help to overcome.

The February 
2014 issue 

of Your Dog 
featured an 
article on 
Tellington 

TTouch. You 
can order a 

back issue of 
this magazine 

in digital 
format for just 
£2.99. Simply 

visit www.
yourdog.co.uk 

to fi nd out 
more.
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WHAT ARE BACH 
FLOWER REMEDIES?
Dr Edward Bach believed 
that people — and animals 
— could be categorised 
into one of seven different 
emotional groups, including 
loneliness, fear, and 
uncertainty. Within these 
groups he came up with 
38 negative emotions and 
then formulated a diluted 
fl ower or plant-based 
preparation to treat each 
one. The remedies may be 
used to treat a wide range 
of behavioural issues 
and problems in dogs. It 
is thought they work by 
stimulating the 
body to heal itself. 
It is advisable to 
contact your vet 
before using any 
of the remedies.

 TRAINING 

Some dogs become 
distressed when 
left home alone.

Practice makes perfect 
with recall.

Rescue Remedy 
is a popular Bach 
Flower remedy.
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 TRAINING 

Q My mother-in-law has a Springer 
X collie, and we have 
a two-year-old son. We think 

the dog is trying to dominate him. His 
actions do not appear aggressive 
towards my son, but he does 
try to nip and jump at him 
a lot, almost like he’s trying 
to get him to submit to him. 
Obviously we can’t have this as 
our son could get hurt. 

Meg Ansell, on Facebook.

A Steve says: Either your 
mother-in-law’s dog is 
trying to get your son to 

play, getting overstimulated by 
your son, or is possibly anxious 
and a little fearful around him. 
The collie in him might be 
a factor with regards to the 
nipping and jumping, which 
could be part of his natural 
breed-driven behaviours. 

I’m confi dent in saying it isn’t 
a dominance-driven behaviour, as 
current thinking in this area points 
us away from describing undesirable 
behaviours in dogs with a ‘one-size fi ts 
all’ diagnosis. Whatever is driving the 
behaviour you are right to be concerned 
and I urge you to seek a reputable 
behaviourist to make sure the diagnosis is 

correct and the best behaviour plan is put 
in place. In the meantime it is vital they 
are not left alone and that the dog isn’t 
punished around your son, as what may 
have started out as on overexcited 

breed-specifi c behaviour could turn into 
a fear-driven aggressive response. Having 
a safe place for dog and child, as well as 
clear house rules for both, are a good 
starting point.

‘Puppy Training 
for Kids’ by Sarah 

Whitehead is written 
in an informative but 
easy to understand 

style especially 
for children. It is 
available to buy 

from the Your Dog 
Bookshop; visit 

www.yourdog.co.uk/
bookshop to 

order. 

ve 

k.

P T i i

STAYING SAFE 
AROUND DOGS
It’s important that 
children react responsibly 
around their own and 
other dogs. Here are 
some tips to ensure both 
child and dog stay safe.
■ Children should never 
go near a dog they don’t 
know, and only pat a dog 
if they have asked the 
owner’s permission fi rst.
■ Parents should not let 
children tease or play too 
roughly with their dog.
■ Dogs should be 
taught not to jump up 
at children or be too 
boisterous, as this can 
lead to accidents.
■ Never disturb a dog 
who is sleeping, eating, 
injured, or ill as the 
animal may react badly.
■ Do not leave young 
children unsupervised 
with a dog, even for a 
few minutes.
■ Socialise your 
new puppy properly 
with children.

 KEEP AN EYE ON 

 CHILDREN AND DOGS 

Q My six-month-old 
Springer Spaniel, 
called Belle, is 

frightened of traffi c. We 
can’t walk to the park any 
more, we have to take her in 
the car. Sometimes we end 
up carrying her. She enjoys 
her walks as long as there 
are no cars nearby. 

Annemarie Cook, email address. 

A Elizabeth says: 
Six months is a 
very fragile age for 

puppies. They often go 
through a period when they 
show fear of a variety of 
stimuli. The best way to 
treat it is by ignoring it as 
far as possible. The worst 
thing to do is to confi rm your 
pup’s worst fears by babying 

and overprotecting her.
Fear of traffi c is not unusual 

and there is a temptation to 
use a technique known as 
fl ooding, which is asking the 
dog to face up to his fears 
by exposing him to them at 
relatively close quarters on a 
regular basis. However, 
I would suggest that instead 
you spend some time in a 
place where your dog can 
see traffi c, but can be far 
enough away from it not to 
be frightened. You will need 
to fi nd the fail-safe distance 
at which she can tolerate cars 
and remain relaxed. When 
you have found this distance 
move a little further away still 
and play with her. Have her 
favourite toy available plus 
high-quality food rewards and 
get her to concentrate on you. 

Play football, retrieving, search 
games, and anything else you 
can use to keep her attention. 
If she stops and looks at the 
traffi c you allow her a short 
period; say to her ‘Yes, that’s 
a car’, offer a food treat, move 
a little further away, and then 
carry on playing.

After a time she will begin 
to turn to you for a treat when 
she sees a car rather than 
panic. When that happens 
you can try moving fi ve 
metres closer and continue 
the play — and so on until 
she can walk along your 
street. What you are trying 
to change is her perception 
of cars as frightening objects 
to something around which 
she gets rewarded. Continue 
to take her to the park by car 
until she is less anxious.

Always supervise any 
interactions between 

dogs and children. 

Not a fan of cars!
 TRAINING 

Give your dog 
something else to 

focus on instead 
of traffi c.
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A Elizabeth says: Firstly, although 
your Labrador has had all his adult 
teeth for some time, he still has 

not completed his teething period. This 
is likely to continue for a few months 
longer while his new teeth settle into 
his adult jaw. To do this, biologically, he 
will normally need to have hard objects 
to chew. Raw beef marrowbones are a 
good source of occupational therapy, as 
are food stuffed Kongs (choose the large, 
black variety), and there are a number of 
other good toys on the market that are 
unlikely to disintegrate. Chewing is also 
very therapeutic in that it has a calming 

effect, and after a good chew your dog 
is more likely to have a sleep. You also 
need to appreciate that as a breed 
Labradors have something of a reputation 
as chewers. If you do not give your dog 
appropriate items to chew he will select 
them for himself. 

Don’t dismiss the possibility that your 
dog may be using chewing as an 
attention-seeking behaviour. In this 
case, my rule of thumb is if the dog has 
something valuable to you or dangerous 
to him, intervene, otherwise ignore him.

Whatever the case, consider whether 
he is getting enough physical and 

— even more 
important 
— mental 
exercise. 
Make sure 
you’re 

encouraging 
him to use his nose to fi nd objects for you. 
Nose work is very satisfying for your dog. 
Make sure you offer him some challenging 
training that involves him in decision 
making. Introduce clicker training if you 
haven’t already done so.

If he shows a tendency to go for 
objects such as the TV remote or other 
valuable things, try a taste deterrent such 
as Granick’s Bitter Apple or similar. You 
could even use this on his bed. If you treat 
the chewing sensibly, taking as little notice 
as is realistically possible, it is very likely 
that in a few months’ time the behaviour 
will gradually subside. If you interfere too 
much there is a danger that it will become 
a habit and continue a lot longer.

Granick’s 
Bitter Apple 

is a taste 
deterrent that 

discourages 
chewing. Priced 

from £6.55, it 
is available from 
www.vetuk.co.uk

The Kong 
Classic has been 
a staple of dog 

chew toys for more 
than 30 years. The 

bouncy, tough 
rubber is ideal for 
dogs who like to 
chew. The Kong 

Classic is available in 
six sizes, or for more 

powerful chewers 
try the black Kong 
Extreme. For more 
information, visit 

www.kong
company.com 

www.kong
company.com

What does your dog’s body language reveal? Every 
month, behaviourist Jackie Drakeford will translate 
a doggy situation that might look straightforward to 
the untrained eye. 

It might look as if these two dogs are playing 
roundabouts, but this is an interesting circling 
assessment between the two, where tails are being 
used to create space. If the Rottie had been docked, 
some of these signals would not have been obvious. 
The greeting is polite but tense. Although bodies 
are curved and heads low and non-confrontational, 
neither wants the other to sniff their bum fi rst, and 
each is keeping his distance from the other.

 BEHAVIOUR 

Body talk
If I could get a bit 

closer, I could tell you 
all about myself.

If you got any 
closer, you’d 

get me all wet.

QHow do I stop my 
one-year-old Labrador 
from chewing everything? 

Dave McKenzie, on Facebook.

— 
im
—

e
o use his nose to find ob

k’s 
pple 
te
t that 
ages
Priced
.55, it
le from

uk.co.uk

 TRAINING 

Chewing is 
therapeutic 

for dogs.

58-61 yd DA Training mb(SW) mh OK.indd   6158-61 yd DA Training mb(SW) mh OK.indd   61 10/02/2014   15:5810/02/2014   15:58



Health

Dog Answers

Holly Mash BVSc, 
MRCVS, Vet MFHom, 
is one of the few fully
qualifi ed homeopathic
vets in the UK.

Roberta Baxter MA, 
Vet MB, MRCVS, 
qualifi ed from 
Cambridge University 
Vet School in 1993.
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QWhat should 
I expect from 
my Cocker’s 
fi rst season? 

Fiona Morris, on Facebook.book.

A Roberta says: Most 
bitches have their fi rst 
season between six and 

12 months of age. In the run-up 
to a season, bitches often show 
signs of being a bit more clingy 
and unsettled. Occasionally they 
are more grouchy, and even 
aggressive. Sometimes they 
moult more as well,  especially in 
the region around the vulva, and 
other signs can be seen such as 
enlargement of the teats and 
the vulva. 

The next sign is a loss of blood 
from the vulva, and this may 
vary from a larger quantity which 
drips all over the fl oor, to such a 
small amount that none is seen, 

though you may 
notice your bitch 
cleaning herself 
more. After around 
10 days of bleeding, 
the vaginal discharge 
changes to clear and 
watery, which might last for 
around fi ve days, and at this 
stage the bitch is at her most 
fertile if mated. After her season 
she might return quickly to normal 
for about six months until her next 
season, or she might experience 
a false pregnancy. 

This involves a return to 
unsettled behaviour, and possibly 
nesting and stealing toys and 
items of clothing. Often the teats 

become swollen and milk may 
even be produced. Sometimes 
medical treatment is needed to 
stop a false pregnancy. 

Your bitch’s behaviour will 
return to normal between 
seasons, or after spaying. If you 
wish to spay her then ideally you 
would have the operation done 
approximately three months after 
her season.

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Most bitches should 
have had their fi rst 

season by two 
years old. If your 
bitch hasn’t, seek 
veterinary advice. 
On average, the 

ovarian cycle is seven 
months long, but 
between fi ve and 

10 months is 
considered normal. 

A bitch will 
experience on 

average two ovarian 
cycles a year. 

Bitches will cycle 
for their entire 
life. There is no 

equivalent to the 
human menopause. 
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Q My Staffi e, who is 13, has 
developed a twitch. It’s 
mainly when she’s settling 

down, not when she’s active or 
in deep sleep. The vet hasn’t 
seen her twitch as she’s always 
hyperactive when I take her. 

Jackie Finnegan, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: A number 
of causes can exist for a 
dog developing a twitch. It 

could be of no consequence, but it 
could indicate a painful condition, 
or a neurological abnormality. I 
suggest that you get her checked 
out again by your vet. Blood 

tests might be advisable to check 
liver and kidney function and to 
make sure there are no signs of 
underlying disease. When you go, 

it might be a good idea to take a 
video of your dog’s behaviour so 
that your vet has a clear idea of 
what this twitch is like. 

 WHY DOES MY 
 DOG TWITCH? 

If your dog has a twitch 
get him checked 

by a vet. 

Bitches may nest and 
mother toys during 

false pregnancy.
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 ONE QUESTION  TWO SOLUTIONS 

Is there an 
alternative treatment 
for lungworm that 
isn’t a spot-on?

Q I’d like some advice 
on getting pet 
insurance for the 

fi rst time. I’ve got a female 
Malamute-cross and all the 
jargon and different policies 
are confusing me. 

Natasha Portman, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: 
Choosing the right 
insurance policy is 

diffi cult, and depends on 
what you’re looking for. 
Some of the cheaper policies 
offer perfectly good cover for 
emergencies, or for ongoing 

conditions up to a certain 
maximum cost over 
the dog’s life, or for 
up to a year after 
diagnosis. Such 
policies might be 
helpful if your dog 
breaks a leg, or gets 
in a fi ght, but are of limited 
use for ongoing conditions 
such as skin disorders or 
diabetes. More expensive 
policies offer lifetime cover 
for ongoing conditions and 
have maximum amounts 
that are per year rather than 

spread over the lifetime 
of the pet. Given that 
an ongoing neurological 
condition, for example, could 
cost several thousand pounds 
per year, true peace of mind 

can only be 
derived from 
knowing you 
have a lifetime 
policy with a high 
maximum, renewed yearly. 

Q I’d like some advice 
on getting pet 
insurance for the 

fi rst time. I’ve got a female 
Malamute-cross and all the 
jargon and different policies 
are confusing me. 

Natasha Portman, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: 
Choosing the right 
insurance policy is 

diffi cult, and depends on 
what you’re looking for. 
Some of the cheaper policies 
offer perfectly good cover for 
emergencies, or for ongoing 

conditions up to a certain 
maximum cost over 
the dog’s life, or for 
up to a year after 
diagnosis. Such 
policies might be 
helpful if your dog 
breaks a leg, or gets 
in a fi ght, but are of limited 
use for ongoing conditions 
such as skin disorders or 
diabetes. More expensive 
policies offer lifetime cover 
for ongoing conditions and 
have maximum amounts 
that are per year rather than 

spread over the lifetime 
of the pet. Given that 
an ongoing neurological 
condition, for example, could 
cost several thousand pounds 
per year, true peace of mind 

can only be 
derived from 
knowing you 
have a lifetime 
policy with a high 
maximum, renewed yearly. 

TOP TIP 
Check your policy 

covers travel abroad 
if you’re planning on 
taking your pet away 

with you. 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Vet bills can account 
for 30 per cent of 

the life time cost of 
owning a dog. 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Vets’ bills can 
account for 30 per 
cent of the lifetime 

cost of owning 
a dog. 

Pat Price, on Facebook.
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A Roberta says: 
Milbemax is a 
combined wormer 

which has effi cacy against 
roundworms and tapeworms 
and has now been given a 
licence for treatment and 
prevention of angiostrongylus 
vasorum, the lungworm, 
creating an alternative to 
Advocate spot-on. Whereas 
we normally worm dogs 
once monthly if they are in a 
high-risk group for worms or 
if they have close contact with 
babies, or once every three 
months otherwise, treatment 
of lungworm necessitates the 
dose of Milbemax to be given 
weekly for four weeks. 

I would therefore 
recommend that Milbemax 
be used every one to 
three months for routine 
preventative worming 
against roundworm, 
tapeworm and lungworm, 
and more frequently 
where a problem is 
suspected or 

known. Other products have 
been evaluated for their 
effi cacy against lungworm, 
and Panacur might also 
be effective.

A Holly says: The 
lungworm parasite 
is carried by slugs 

and snails, which are known 
as intermediate hosts. A 
dog may eat these common 
garden pests when rummaging 
through undergrowth, eating 
grass, drinking from puddles 
or outdoor water bowls, or 
pick them up from their toys. 
As far as I am aware Advocate 
Spot-On preparation would 
be the best treatment of 
choice for dogs.

Lungworm 
is carried by 

snails. 

Cheaper policies may be suitable for 
emergencies but not long term cover for 

ongoing conditions. 

Q My Staffi e has lost 
some fur on his 
chest and neck due 

to his harness rubbing. Is 
there anything I can do 
to encourage the hair to 
grow back? The skin is still 
healthy and not irritated.

Eris Lizzy, on Facebook. 

A Roberta says: 
Staffi es often have 
a very fi ne coat and 

easily lose fur. However 
this is particularly marked 
in some Staffi es who are 
prone to demodicosis, a skin 
disease caused by sensitivity 
to demodex mites. Other 
parasites and allergies can 
also contribute to thinning 
hair and alopecia (baldness), 
as can certain hormonal 
conditions. It might be worth 
having your dog checked 
out for these conditions in 

case he has an underlying 
problem. In general, feeding 
an essential fatty acid 
supplement such as Coatex 
or Gomega can aid healthy 
skin and hair growth.

Demodicosis is a skin 
disorder caused by higher 
than normal populations 
of demodex mites. The 
mites reside in and feed 
off hair follicles and can 
cause skin disease. The 
mites can be passed on 
via a lactating bitch to 
sucking pups. Adult dogs 
can also get the condition 
but this is usually due to 
an underlying disease 
which has weakened 
the immune system 
allowing mites to increase 
in number. 

HAIR OUT 
OF PLACE 

Hormonal 
diseases, such 

as Cushing’s 
disease, can 

cause hair loss. 

 TAKE COVER 
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Health

 IS EPILEPSY LINKED 
 TO ALLERGIES? 

Talk to your vet if your dog  
suffers from any seizures. 
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Q My dog has epilepsy and a 
lot of allergies. Are there 
any links between the 

two conditions? What can I do to 
address both of his problems? 

Your Dog reader, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: There are no 
clear links between epilepsy 
and allergies, and although 

I see quite a few dogs with either 
epilepsy or allergies, I can’t think of 
any that have both diseases. 

Treatment of epilepsy depends 
on the cause of it, which might 
require further investigation, and 
also depends on the severity of the 
condition. In some cases medical 
treatment is unnecessary, but 
medicines can be used to decrease 
the frequency and severity of fi ts. 
In addition, change to a lower 
protein diet and reduced levels 
of additives might help some 
dogs, and spaying can reduce the 
likelihood of fi ts that cluster in 
female dogs around the time of 
their season. 

Treatment of allergies depends 
on what the dog is allergic to. 

Those dogs with food allergies 
benefi t from a hypo-allergenic 
diet with a novel protein and 
carbohydrate source, while those 
with plant or environmental 
allergies might benefi t from 
hypo-sensitisation 
treatment, or might need 
antihistamines or 
other medication. 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

Epilepsy is a disorder 
where repeated 

seizures occur due 
to abnormal activity 

in the brain. 
There are two 

types of epilepsy: 
primary or idiopathic 

epilepsy, and 
secondary epilepsy. 
Most seizures last 
between one and 

three minutes. If your 
dog hasn’t come 
out of a seizure 

within fi ve minutes, 
or has several 

repeated seizures 
close together, then 

contact your vet 
immediately. 

WHAT’S CAUSING 
MY DOG’S ITCH?

Q I have a two-year-old 
Golden Retriever. 
She developed 

a severe itch last year. I 
treated her and my other 
dog for fl eas. It seemed 
to improve when we were 
on holiday but came back 
when we returned home. 

She is currently on 
antihistamines from the 
vet. I wash her stomach 
with Hibiscrub when 
she has a fl are-up. I 
have an appointment 

with a dermatologist soon. 
Is it worth requesting some 
sort of allergy test? 

Your Dog reader, on the Forum.

A Roberta says: It’s 
a good idea to 
pursue a referral for 

your dog’s skin disease, and 

eliminating fl eas and other 
parasites from the situation 
is an essential prerequisite. 
Given that there are no 
other underlying diseases, 
an allergy seems the most 
likely cause of your dog’s 
problem. Your dermatologist 
will be able to advise you 
best but it might be that a 
food allergy trial is a good 
next step for four to six 
weeks. Alternatively, allergy 
testing for environmental 
allergens might be a good 
idea, as both food and 
environmental allergies can 
cause the same symptoms 
of itchy skin. Essential fatty 
acid supplements might be 
helpful, as they can improve 
the skin quality in all cases of 
allergic skin disease. 

Itching can 
be a sign of 
skin disease. 

The most 
effective treatment 
for an allergy is to 

avoid the thing dogs 
are allergic to. 
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My dog 
has a yeast 
overgrowth
Q I have a fi ve-year-old Golden 

Retriever. Her nails became 
stained last year. When 

she broke one, the vet sent me 
to a dermatologist, and a yeast 
overgrowth was confi rmed. She has 
been on a skin supplement from the 
vet, bathed with Microbex shampoo 
twice a week, and has an ear 
cleaner. My limited understanding of 
yeast overgrowth is that it is often 
linked to a food allergy or imbalance 
in the digestive system. How can 
I fend off future episodes?

Your Dog reader, on the Forum.

A Roberta says: Seeing a 
dermatologist allows you to 
get the best advice for your 

dog’s nail problems. Sometimes a 
biotin supplement is appropriate, as 
it can help promote the growth of 
healthy nails, and often an essential 
fatty acid supplement helps promote 
healthy skin, hair, and nails. Feeding a 
low-allergy diet might also be helpful. 

You could consider using a food 
containing a single novel protein and 
carbohydrate source, or a hydrolysed 
diet which has been factory treated to 
prevent it containing allergens.

Doggy breath
Q I clean my two 

dogs’ teeth twice 
a week but they 

both have really stinky 
breath. They have had 
their teeth cleaned at the 
vet’s. What else can I do? 

Janice Bennett, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: 
I think the best dog 
dental chews are 

Pedigree Dentastix, which 
I give my dog every day to 
help keep her teeth clean. 
I think the best toothpaste 
is Logic, which can be 
brushed on to the teeth, 
but also has an enzymatic 
action, which dissolves 
plaque and works even if 
delivered directly into the 
mouth and not brushed 
on to the teeth. I would 
generally advise using 
this at least twice a week, 
preferably every day. 
Even so most dogs will 
gradually build up plaque 
and their teeth will need 
an occasional descale 
and polish.

USEFUL 
PRODUCT

Pedigree Dentastix 
can reduce tartar 

by up to 80 per 
cent and come 
in three sizes to 

suit all dogs. The 
sugar-free chews 

were voted the best 
health product in 
the 2013/14 Your 

Dog Magazine 
Product Awards. 

For more 
information visit 
uk.pedigree.com

w

USEFUL 
PRODUCT 

Logic Oral Hygiene 
Gel prevents plaque 
forming and fi ghts 
bad breath. The 

gel is designed to 
help the dog’s own 
defence mechanism 

fi ght harmful bacteria 
in the mouth. For 
more information 

and details of local 
stockists, visit www.
logicforpets.co.uk

W RITE TO US (SEE PAGE 59 FOR OUR

s. 

sit 
m

stockists, visit www.
logicforpets.co.uk

Q When my 
fi ve-year-old 
Labrador jumps 

off the sofa, or rushes 
into the garden, his legs 
go wobbly, before giving 
way and he has to lie 
down. His legs shake and 
he looks scared. This lasts 
about three minutes. 

Adele Blowes, on Facebook.

A Roberta says: 
I would suggest 
that you get 

your dog checked out 
by your vet, as these 
symptoms sound unusual 
and worrying. Your 
dog might have an 
orthopaedic problem 
causing intermittent 
pain and collapse, or he 

could have a neurological 
problem, but I think 
it’s more likely that he 
has a muscle weakness 
(there is a hereditary 
form of this sometimes 
seen in Labradors called 
centronuclear myopathy). 
Once you have found 
out what is causing the 
problem, your vet will be 
able to advise you as to 
the best treatment.

CENTRONUCLEAR MYOPATHY (CNM)
CNM is a muscle disease with symptoms of muscle 
weakness and exercise intolerance. The disease in 
Labradors is caused by a mutant gene. The gene is 
recessive so a copy of the faulty gene must be passed 
on by both the father and mother. A test can confi rm 
whether a Labrador is affected, a carrier (only has one 
copy of the mutant gene), or clear.

Check your 
dog regularly 
for nail 
problems.

Labradors can suffer from a 
hereditary muscle weakness. 

 MY LABRADOR’S GONE LAME 

Brush your dog’s 
teeth regularly. 
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Elizabeth Kershaw is 
a clicker trainer and 
a member of the UK 
Registry of Canine 
Behaviourists.

John Burns
BVMS, Lic Ac, 
MRCVS, is a vet 
and founder of feed 
company Burns Pet 
Nutrition.

THE YOUR 
DOG EXPERTS

Diana North 
GCGI, is a founder 
member of the Pet 
Industry Federation’s 
Guild of Advanced 
Groomers.
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Q I want to get a dog and 
I am considering the 
Chinese Crested, but I 

don’t really know the difference 
between the hairless and the 
powder puff varieties. Do they 
differ in temperament? What are 
their grooming needs? 

Your Dog reader, on Facebook.

A Diana says: Both the 
hairless and powder puff 
dogs are happy, amenable, 

and friendly. Their care is different; 

each type requires its own special 
attention. In the powder puff you 
have a woolly undercoat with a 
long, fi ne outer coat, which will 
require a weekly brush and comb, 
and occasional baths with a good 
quality shampoo. Before bathing 
ensure there are no knots or 
tangles in the coat. This is a very 
glamorous eye-catching breed if 
cared for correctly. 

The hairless variety does 
require some attention with the 

comb, on the 
ankles, crest, 
and tail coat. 
The skin needs 
to be kept 
supple and moist 
by applying moisturiser, and 
protected from the harsh sun; you 
can use a sunscreen cream for this. 
If you do decide to choose the 
hairless varierty, ask the breeder 
about the type of moisturiser they 
use on the skin.

 CHINESE WHISPERS 

Chinese Cresteds 
are a fastidious 
breed, keeping 

themselves 
scrupulously clean.

They make good 
companions and 

watch dogs.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Their origin is a bit 
of a mystery but 

it’s said they were 
owned by families 
of the Han Dynasty 
of China and used 
to guard treasure 
houses, while the 

larger, heavier 
dogs were also 

used for hunting.

The Chinese 
Crested can 

be a delightful 
companion.
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Every month there’s more 
evidence of how dogs are 

good for people — not just in 
everyday life, but when things 
are really bad.  

Like in December 2012 
when the children of Sandy 
Hook school in Connecticut, 
USA were traumatised by the 
shooting of 20 classmates 
and six adults. Seventy 
animal therapy teams helped 
300 families to cope. These 
included Akita Spartacus from 
US charity Pet Partners (www.
petpartners.org) 

With owner Brad Coles, 
Spartacus toured the 
school’s libraries, classrooms, 
and cafeterias for days. 
Withdrawn children opened 
up to Spartacus, to work 
through trauma that could 
otherwise blight the rest of 
their lives. Firefi ghters and 
law enforcement staff sought 
comfort in the dogs too.

In fact, the dogs’ impact 
was so profound that state 
law was changed to give 
animal therapy teams ‘fi rst 
responder’ status, to operate 
within the fi rst 24 hours of 
future crises.

But that inspirational 
impact of dogs in schools 
also makes the banning of 
around eight pet owners from 
emergency accommodation at 
Clacton County High School 
in Essex seem needlessly 
callous (see Countryside News 
on page 101).

When accommodating 
400 local residents in a 
school for 1,600 pupils, surely 
somewhere could have been 
found inside for eight owners 
and their pets? 

Despite several attempts, 
I’ve been unable to fi nd 
out what insurmountable 
danger the dogs posed. 

We do know from 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 
there is a very real danger to 
life when people won’t leave 
their homes for fear of being 
parted from their pets. 

And — partly thanks to 
Your Dog — I’m pleased 
Tendring District Council is 
now reviewing its emergency 
action plans. 

Most heart-warming 
though, was how these dog 
owners chose to sit outside 
all night in space blankets, 
instead of being parted from 
their pets. 

When a raging storm is 
poised to destroy your home 
and possessions, what’s the 
very last thing you want to let 
go of? Your dog. 

 DIARY OF A 
 COUNTRYMAN 

Dogs can bring so much into 
our lives, so how come they are 
still discriminated against, asks 
Stephen Jenkinson?

 
Stephen Jenkinson is 
an access adviser to 
Your Dog Magazine, 
the Kennel Club, 
local authorities, 
and the government. 
He’s also a pet 
behaviour counsellor, 
covering the 
Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland. He lives 
in Orkney with his 
Border Collie, Jess. 

ABOUT STEPHEN

Akita Spartacus and his owner 
Brad Coles helped the children 

of Sandy Hook school.
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Daily grooming will help to 
keep mats to a minimum; 
make sure you get right 

through the coat.

USEFUL 
PRODUCT
The Thermal 
Fluid-Detangler, 
from Requal, 
is described as 
a professional 
conditioning 
treatment, 
which removes 
knots and 
tangles and 
matted areas 
of hair. Priced 
at £16.30 for 
250ml, it can 
be purchased 
online at www.
redcape.co.uk.

Q Can you recommend a product 
to help de-mat a very thick 
coat with a fl uffy undercoat? 

My German Shepherd-cross gets very 
matted around his legs after exercise, 
despite me grooming him every day. Is 
there a detangling spray that might help 
or do I just have to accept that there’s 
no substitute for grooming the mats out 
by hand.

Your Dog reader, by email.

A Diana says: There is no substitute 
for daily grooming but there is no 
reason why you shouldn’t have a 

little extra help with this task. The buzz 
word among professional groomers at the 
moment is Thermal Fluid-Detangler. This 
product comes in an aerosol spray, made 
by Requal. It is sprayed on while grooming 
and helps to open out the coat; another 
benefi t is that it helps to reduce drying 
time if used while drying the coat. 

In a tangle

Q I would like some advice about putting my dog into 
kennels while on holiday. My Labrador, Bobby, is fi ve 
years old and I have a holiday planned in 2015. I am 

wondering if he will be too old at the age of seven to stay 
in kennels? When he is there, they say that he is happy and 
seems to enjoy it.

Mrs P. Rookes, Cambridge.

A Elizabeth says: 
Provided that 
your dog is 

fi t and well and has 
been used to staying in 
kennels while you are 
away I cannot see any 
problems in leaving 
him there at the age 
of seven. 
 It’s his overall 
health and well-being 
that should determine 
this, not his age.

 TOO OLD FOR KENNELS?  
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If your dog is fi t, well, and used to 
kennels, age shouldn’t be a barrier.
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Q I have a four-year-old Westie 
X Cairn, called Tess, who is 
groomed daily. Towards the 

end of last summer she started to 
lose both her undercoat and topcoat 
excessively and scratched a lot. I visited 
our vet who is excellent and he put 
her on Piriton. She has now improved 
a little (probably due to the colder 
weather) but where her topcoat used 
to part down the middle of her back 
and be quite wavy, it now seems quite 
coarse. Her undercoat is still not as 
thick as it used to be. 

Should I have had her clipped? I did 
when she was very young and she came 
out looking like a rat with no eyebrows 
or whiskers and that put me off.

Is there something else I should 
be doing? She is perfectly healthy 
otherwise and full of energy. 

Mrs Barton, Northamptonshire.

AA Diana says: My advice would be 
to look for a groomer who will 
listen sympathetically to your 

dog’s story and plan a trim accordingly. 
There is no need to clip the back coat at 

all. Many innovative tools are available 
to groomers; for instance there is an 
attachment comb that can be fi tted to 
the clipper blade so that it does not clip 
close to the skin. 

The use of thinning scissors is another 
option; with these the amount of coat 
taken off can be monitored according to 
your preference. 

If the coat is not too soft it should 
be possible to create the lovely, round 
Westie-Cairn head shape. If the coat is 
soft, a sympathetic groomer could create 
a suitable head style to enhance your 
dog’s features. Perhaps your problem 
lies with fi nding a groomer to suit you and 
your dog’s needs. Groomers advertise in 
various ways, locally and on the internet. It 
may help your research for a sympathetic 
and qualifi ed groomer if you look at 
the British Dog Groomers’ Association 
website; this comes under the umbrella of 
the Pet Industry Federation.

As far as your dog’s itchiness is 
concerned, it may be advisable to go 
back and discuss it further with your vet 
if it persists. 

Q I’d like to feed my dog cooked 
vegetables along with his 
complete dry food. Do I risk 

unbalancing his diet if I do this? And 
if it is OK which vegetables would 
you recommend (he seems to like 
everything)?  

Your Dog reader, by email.

A John says: Nutrition is not an 
exact science although some pet 
food manufacturers would have 

you believe that any variation from the 
prepared food will be harmful. That is 
only correct if a health condition needs 
careful management. The averagely healthy 
dog can cope with a certain amount 
of variation in his daily diet. You won’t 
upset the balance by adding cooked 
vegetables unless you overdo it and give 
him diarrhoea. I don’t usually recommend 
adding meat-based foods; complete foods 
already contain enough protein and fat.  

Most vegetables are fi ne — avoid allium 
species, that’s onions, garlic, or leeks.

Find a sympathetic 
groomer who understands 
you and your dog’s needs.

SHOULD I CLIP?
Veg for dogs
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Pets love the taste. 
Pet owners love the price.
It seems that everyone’s talking about Wagg’s 
range of quality foods and treats. Now catering for 
dogs, cats and small animals, Wagg offers the same 
exceptional value for money without compromising
on quality. It’s a recipe for keeping pets happy and
pet owners even happier.

To fi nd a stockist email
info@waggfoods.com 
or call 01845 578 111

“He looks so much healthier 
since I switched to Wagg. 

He put the money he saved 
towards a rowing machine.”

Duke, Portsmouth 
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Recent changes to 
the Kennel Club’s 
Assured Breeder 
Scheme have 
come under fi re. 
Michael Hallam 
discovers why.

T he ABS was set up to give the 
seal of approval to good breeders 
and provide puppy buyers with an 

assurance of quality. 
But since the changes the scheme 

has faced increasing criticism about its 
effectiveness and doubts have been cast 
about whether the changes will help. 
Inspections have become mandatory for 

In 2008, the BBC documentary 
‘Pedigree Dogs Exposed’ damaged 
the reputation of pedigree breeders 
and an enquiry into dog breeding was 
commissioned. The Bateson report, 
published in 2010, recommended 
updating the ABS and gaining 
accreditation from UKAS. 

“There had been accusations that the 
scheme was just breeders monitoring 
other breeders,” said Bill. “UKAS 
accreditation shows that is not the case, 
as the ABS has to be audited to meet 
required standards.” 

THE BACKLASH
Part of the criticism of the changes 
has been about the way the transition 
has been implemented. The KC hastily 
announced the changes between 
Christmas 2013 and the new year so they 
could begin in 2014. 

This caused members to worry 
about the status of their membership, 

REST ASSURED?

www.yourdog.co.uk
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assured breeders leading to a hike in 
membership fees. 

CHANGES TO THE SCHEME
Since the scheme’s inception in 2004 
members have been inspected but in 
reality only a small number were visited. 

Bill Lambert, health and breeder 
services manager at the KC, said the 
focus was on potentially bad breeders. 

“It was a risk-based approach; we 
inspected breeders who came to our 
attention and then made random visits 
to others if we were in a particular area,” 
said Bill. 

The changes mean that members must 
now be inspected to become accredited, 
and at least once every three years 
thereafter to maintain their status. 

This forms part of new standards 
required of the KC by the United 
Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) 
— the only national accreditation body 
recognised by the government. 
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Avoiding the pitfalls 

V icky Payne is a holistic vet from 
East Sussex, and a breeder who 
is a member of the ABS. 

“When a client asks about buying 
a puppy I suggest they look for an 
ABS member or at least a breeder 
following the ABS requirements and 
recommendations,” said Vicky. 

“Most people focus on the health 
testing requirements of the scheme and 
while these are really important, the 
scheme is more far reaching than that. 

“ABS members are asked to 
document how they raise the pups, 
reducing the risk of buying a puppy 
who isn’t properly socialised, and 
they should provide advice on the 
breed, caring, feeding, vaccinations, 
explanations of health tests and results, 
as well as a contract of sale and after 
sales support. 

“Buying an ABS puppy won’t 
guarantee there are no problems but it 
can help avoid common pitfalls. It relies 
on breeders being honest, but the 
new inspection scheme should mean 
breeders who aren’t up to standard 
improve or are removed quickly. 

“My only concern is that the more 
rigorous inspections are going to 
increase costs for ABS breeders, who 
already spend more on health testing 
their breeding stock, and may force 
occasional breeders (those who breed 
less than once a year) out of the 
scheme. This would be a real shame
as the ideal would be for every
KC-registered puppy to be bred and 
raised following ABS best practice.”

Well-bred puppies 
have the best 

chance of becoming 
healthy and

happy adults. 

particularly if they were expecting 
puppies. The KC is allowing any puppies 
mated before January 1, 2014, to be 
recognised under the scheme but they 
will not have UKAS accreditation until 
they’ve been inspected. 

Priority for inspections is being given 
to those with litters planned.  

While the inspections have generally 
been welcomed, the implications of the 
added costs have been questioned. 

ABS members and the dog press have 
raised concerns that the fee increases 
— which will rise by 600 per cent to £60 
a year within three years — will alienate 
occasional breeders and create an elite 
tier of breeders. 

The KC responded that this was not 
the aim. Bill added: “The fees have been 
static since 2004 and we have attempted 
to add value. There are benefi ts worth 
over £300 to members, with more on the 
way in the coming years. The inspections 
are essential but do come at a price. 
The KC doesn’t make any money from 
the scheme.” 

Among the biggest critics of the ABS 
is the Canine Alliance, an organisation 
established in 2012  which aims to ‘act as 
the voice of the people’, and represent 
those involved with pedigree dogs. 

It believes the scheme still does not 
do enough to promote good breeding 
and has developed a 10-point plan of 
suggested improvements, including 
more mandatory health tests and more 
rigorous inspections of breeders.

“In principal, we think the scheme is 
sensible,” said Tony Taylor, vice-chairman 
of the alliance. “However, it is geared to 
the wrong people. The scheme should 
reward dedicated breeders instead of 
looking to tick boxes. 

“We’re holding further meetings and 
will go back to the KC with our plan. 
Despite what people think, we want to 
work with the KC.” 

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF AN 
ASSURED BREEDER? 
Although some people want the scheme 
developed further, there is no doubt 
the ABS encompasses many aspects of 
good breeding. Members must follow 
guidelines on the breeding, rearing, and 
sale of all puppies. 

One of the challenges to the success 
of the scheme is making the public aware 
of what to look for when buying a puppy. 

This was raised in the Canine Alliance’s 
10-point plan and is something the KC is 
already working towards.

“We promote the scheme via our 
website, on TV, and everyone who buys 
a KC-registered dog receives information 
about the scheme through the post,” 
commented Bill. 

“We want to force bad breeders out 
of business. The long term aim for the 
scheme is to get in the public’s mind to 
only ever buy from an assured breeder.” 

The KC acknowledges that many 
experienced and good breeders might 
choose not to be part of the scheme but 
asks them to reconsider. 

“We urge every breeder to look 
seriously at the scheme,” added Bill. 
“Take a look at the bigger picture and 
think not just about what the scheme can 
do for you, but also what you can bring 
to the scheme. 

“We want to get good breeders all in 
the same place and singing off the same 
hymn sheet.”
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Planning to splash out on 
your dog this spring? Check 
out our selection of new and 
rebranded products on the 
dog market.

What’s new?

1 ANIMAT COOL GEL MAT
Price: From £17.99.

The AniMat keeps pets cool and 
calm in the heat. It is made from 
rubber and uses a patented gel 
that stays cool by itself with no 
activation required.
Where to buy: AnimAlarm; call 
01452 702062 or visit www.
theanimalarm.com

1

3

8

9

Your Dog 
Shopping
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Where to buy: www.
groovyfood.co.uk; Waitrose 
and Tesco stores.

6 NATURAL OIL SHAMPOO 
AND CONDITIONER

Prices: £2.69 for a 250ml bottle 
of shampoo; £2.99 for a 250ml 
bottle of conditioner. 
The natural oil shampoo and 
conditioner contain high quality 
oil extracted from macadamia 
nuts and sea buckthorn pulp as 
a natural alternative to mink oil. 
Designed to leave dogs’ coats 
smooth, silky, and shiny. 
Where to buy: For stockists 
visit www.trixie.de

7 SKIN RELIEF SPRAY
Price: £20.

This skin reliever boasts the 
natural healing properties of 
herbs and plants to soothe 
and cool damaged, grazed, 
infl amed, and irritated skin. It’s 
anti-bacterial herbal formula 
includes Marigold, Tansy, St 
John’s Wort, Plantain, Comfrey, 
Geranium, and Parsley.
Where to buy: www.diet-dog.
co.uk

8 PLATINUM NATURAL 
DOG FOOD RANGE

Prices: £21.94 for a 5kg bag of 
dry food; from £1.83 for one 
375g pack of wet food; from 

£4.98 for a 300g tub of 
Click-Bits; from £4.98 for 
a 300g tub of Fit-Sticks.
The Platinum range of dog 
food is new to the UK. Its dry 
food is made with a minimum 
of 70 per cent fresh meat, and 
the range includes three adult 
varieties and one for puppies. 
Platinum wet food is made with 
83 per cent fresh meat or fresh 
fi sh and is cooked only in its 
own juices without any added 
water. There are three recipes. 
Platinum Click-Bits and 
Fit-Sticks are healthy, low fat 
treats which are ideal for snacks 
and training. 
Where to buy: Platinum; call 
0800 158 8025 or visit www.
platinum.co.uk

9 ORGANIC COUNTRY 
BANQUET

Price: £4.95.
A new organic recipe, based 
on a relaunch of the Country 
Banquet range, has been 
launched by Natural Instinct. 
The fi rst variety to launch is 
Organic Chicken, which has 
added chicken liver, chicken 
heart, and a new selection of 
organic vegetables. It is packed 
with antioxidants and nutrients.
Where to buy: Natural Instinct; 
call 01276 608500 or visit www.
naturalinstinct.com
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2 REGENT SOFA BED
Price: From £119.99.

Scruffs’ Regent dog sofa is 
upholstered in black or brown 
faux leather with button 
detailing and contrasting 
stitching around the sides. It 
has a separate foam cushion.
Where to buy: Scruffs; call 
0161 702 5060 or visit www.
petslovescruffs.com

3 CRAG COLLAR
Price: £19.99.

One of a number of new 
products from Ruffwear.
The collar is strong and easy 
to take on and off. It is made 
from soft tubular webbing. 
Available in medium or large.
Where to buy: Ruffwear; 
call 01207 291247 or 
visit www.ruffwear.co.uk

4 TRIXIE DOG COAT AND 
SWEATER

Prices: Dog Princess winter 
coat from £29.99; Dog Prince 
pullover from £19.99.
Trixie has added new dog 
sweaters and coats to its 
collection, designed by Princess 
Maja von Hohenzollern. The 
Dog Princess winter coat is 
made from polyester and has 
a slot for attaching a lead. 
The Dog Prince pullover also 
has a slot for attaching a lead, 
has a hood, and is made from 
synthetic wool.
Where to buy: For stockists 
visit www.trixie.de

5 ORGANIC VIRGIN 
COCONUT OIL

Price: £6.99 for a 283ml jar.
The Groovy Food Company’s 
coconut oil has been proven 
to have many benefi ts for 
dogs. It can boost coat quality 
and aid digestion. The coconut 
oil contains lauric acid which 
has anti-fungal, anti-viral, and 
anti-bacterial properties. 
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STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR PET

4 Your Dog April 2014

NO MORE STRESS

Tester: YD 
editor Sarah 
Wright, from 
Ramsey, 
Cambridgeshire, 
with her Norfolk 
Terrier, Bertie.

Your Dog 
Shopping

TRIED AND TESTED 

Product: Stress Relief Now.
Price: £9.99 for a pack of 
10 tablets.
Natural tablets from Adaptil 
aimed at helping dogs cope with 
predictable but unavoidable 
stressful situations such as car 
travel and vet’s visits.

They contain a combination of 
GABA (gamma-aminobutyric acid), 
amino acids, and vitamins. All the 
active ingredients are naturally 
occurring in the brain. The 
combination of amino acids has 
been proven to reduce anxiety, 
stress-related behaviour, and 
even improve learning abilities 
via interactions with the body’s 
stress mechanisms.

They should be given to dogs 
two hours before predictable 
stressful events, and the effect 
lasts for approximately four hours.
Where to buy: Veterinary 
surgeries, pet shops, and 
online retailers.
First impressions: “Over the past 
few months, Bertie has developed 

a real fear of travelling in the car.
A fi ve-hour journey to Wales 
seemed the ideal opportunity 
to try out the Adaptil tablets. 
I liked the fact that all the active 
ingredients are naturally occurring 
in the brain.”
How effective was it? “I gave 
Bertie half a tablet two hours 
before we were due to leave. 
He took the tablet readily, which 
could be down to the pork 
fl avour or simply to the fact he’s 
exceptionally greedy!

“When it was time to go he 
became subdued but his reaction 
was certainly not as bad as it has 
been. I popped him into the crate 
in the back of the car and he 
settled down extremely well with 
none of the excessive panting and 
pawing that we’ve had before.
Although he was pleased to get 
out of the car when we stopped 
for toilet breaks he was much 
more relaxed about getting back 
in again and settled quickly.

“We gave him another half 

tablet before we set off on the way 
home and he settled quite happily 
and went to sleep. In fact, we 
barely heard a peep out of him but 
this may have had something to 
do with the fi ve-mile coastal walk 
he’d just completed as well as the 
Adaptil tablet.”
Good value for money? “If it 
works, it’s good value and on the 
evidence of this trip I shall certainly 
be using the Adaptil tablets on a 
regular basis. I was delighted with 
how well Bertie travelled.”
Score: 4/5.

Product: Scout 1.
Price: £99.99.
A video pet monitoring camera 
by Motorola which allows 
owners to view their dogs via a 
mobile app using any Android 
or Apple tablet, smartphone, 
or computer. It is designed to 
provide responsible pet owners 

with additional security and peace 
of mind. The camera features 
two-way audio communication 
enabling people to speak to 
their pet. Owners can also record 
videos and capture photos. Up to 
four devices can be connected to 
the camera.

A percentage of each sale will 
be donated to the RSPCA.
Where to buy: Major retailers 
and pet stores.

First impressions: “I thought 
it was a good concept but 
wondered how easy it would 
be to set up, especially 
for people who aren’t 
technology minded.”
How well did it work? “The 

controls on the app are very 
simple to use. The directional 

buttons to pan around the 
room are a bit slow at 

times, but that is to be 
expected considering the 
camera is connected via 
wifi  internet.

“The picture quality is decent. 
It is best to set it to high quality 
on your tablet or computer 
to ensure the picture is clear, 
otherwise it is a bit fuzzy.

“I like the fact that you can 
monitor the temperature of the 
room. There is a melody feature 
which gives out pre-recorded 
sounds designed to soothe pets. 
Henry was confused by these 
while he was alone, but it would 
defi nitely benefi t a dog who is 
unsettled at home.

“The two-way walkie talkie 
mode would also be good 
for dogs who need a little 
reassurance, but Henry became 
spooked when I tried it out and 
sat staring at the camera.

“This would be a fantastic tool 
for dog owners who have just 
welcomed a puppy into their 
home to ensure their new pet 
settles in well, and doesn’t get 
into mischief.”
Score: 5/5.

Tester: Kelly 
Felstead, from 
Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire, 
with Cocker 
Spaniel Henry.
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Tester: Anthony 
Hall and Cavalier 
King Charles 
Spaniel Harriet,
from Radcliffe- 
on-Trent, 
Nottinghamshire.

Tester: Dog 
trainer Lucy 
Heath, from 
Billingborough, 
Lincolnshire, 
with Border 
Collie Indie 
and Shetland 
Sheepdog Ash.

BAD SMELLS BANISHED! 

QUICK AND EASY LEAD 

! 
Product: Foxy Odour 
Eliminator.
Price: £4.99.
An anti-bacterial lime-scented 
spray designed to remove 
the smell of fox poo from a 
dog’s coat while attacking 
germs at the same time. After 
removing large bits of muck, 
the product is sprayed on 
to the dog’s coat and wiped 
with a towel or cloth. It’s 
designed to work instantly 
and there is no need to bath 
your dog afterwards. It can 
also be used on your hands, 
upholstery, carpets, and in 
the car.
Where to buy: Pet shops and 
The Company of Animals; call 
01932 566696 or visit www.
companyofanimals.co.uk
How effective was it? 
“Harriet loves rolling in 
anything smelly including fox 
poo. On one particular walk 

she found numerous amounts 
of fox poo to roll in but she 
didn’t need a bath after I 
sprayed her with Foxy Odour 
Eliminator. Her coat came 
up pretty clean and the smell 
disappeared completely. The 
citrus scent of the spray was 
pleasant and it didn’t leave 
her coat greasy. I would 
defi nitely recommend it.”
Score: 5/5.

www.yourdog.co.ukuk

Easter is just around the corner, 
so why not spoil your dog with 
a seasonal treat? 

Here are a few ideas.

DOG EASTER EGG
Price: £2.79.
Made from carob 
— a safe and 
healthy alternative 
to chocolate. It 
is low in fat and 
high in fi bre, 
protein, vitamins, 
and minerals. It 
does not contain 
caffeine or 
theobromine, and is cocoa 
and gluten free. Fun size and giant 
eggs are also available.
Where to buy: 
www.groomers-online.com

HOT CROSS BUNS
Price: £1.75 for a pack of 
two buns.
Your dog can tuck into 
a hot cross bun at Easter. 
These buns are 100 per 
cent dog friendly and will 
certainly get your dogs’ 
taste buds watering.
Where to buy: Pets At 
Home; call 0800 328 4204 
or visit www.petsathome.
com

PUPPY EASTER 
EGG
Price: £2.
A smaller-sized 
carob Easter egg 
especially for 
puppies. 
Where to buy: 
Pets At Home; 
call 0800 328 4204 
or visit 
www.petsathome.com

MINI HUG TUGZ 
RABBIT
Price: £4.29.
This colourful rabbit 
toy is a perfect Easter 
gift for dogs.
Where to buy: For 
stockists call 0115 938 
1200 or visit www.
armitages.co.uk

SPRING 
TIME TREATS

Product: Loopy Leash.
Price: £9.95.
A combined collar and slip lead 
designed to slip easily over a 
dog’s head. Unlike conventional 
rope slip leads, Loopy Leash 
has a stop to prevent it from 
tightening and choking the dog. 
Its lightweight design means 
it doesn’t drag down on the 
neck of small dogs, and it fl oats 
on water. Described as ‘strong 
enough to support the pull of an 
Akita’, the fl at webbing design 
spreads the load of a pulling 
dog evenly across the width of 
the webbing. 
Where to buy: www.
loopyleash.co.uk
First impressions: “Well 
made and looked like the best 
alternative to a conventional slip 
lead that I have seen.”
How well did it work? “It was 
quick and easy to put the lead 
on and take it off.”

How effective was it? “I tried 
it on my Border Collie, Indie, 
and also on my long-coated 
Shetland Sheepdog, Ash. I think 
it would be particularly useful 
for long-haired dogs, as I could 
just slip it on and take it off 
without having to search around 
looking for a collar. 

“Good for agility or gundogs 
too, where owners constantly 
have to take the lead on and 
off. However, I think if a dog 
pulled it would be better to 
use a harness, as any lead that 
constantly pulls at the throat will 
have a choking action.”
Good value for money? 
“Slightly on the expensive side.”
Score: 4/5.
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AT CRUFTS
STAND 12

HALL 2

Winner of the Kennel Club’s
Award for On the High St Open for Dogs 2014

Bespoke
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Johnson’s Veterinary Products Ltd, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B75 7DF
visit www.4worms.co.uk or call 0121 378 1684

let sleeping dogs lie…
...treat them at home

Vets recommend you worm
your dog four times a year

• Veterinary strength

• Single dose treatment

• Kills roundworms and
tapeworms in dogs and
puppies

Available from all good pet
stores and garden centres
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The healing powers of 
herbs can help treat various 
conditions. Kelly Felstead 

discovers how they can 
benefi t dogs.

Herbs can improve a 
dog’s overall well-being.
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1 The use of plants and plant 
extracts to treat and prevent 

diseases. Herbalism is a holistic 
treatment which considers each 
dog as an individual, addressing the 
underlying cause of a condition.

Whole plant parts are 
administered as tablets or liquids.
They can also be applied externally 
as ointments. An individual plant 
preparation may be prescribed or 
a herbal mix.

Pharmaceutical drugs generally 
contain a single, refi ned chemical, 
whereas herbal remedies contain 
lots of different compounds, which 
means they can treat different 
symptoms all at once.

4Herbal medicine can only be 
prescribed for animals by a vet.

A vet may have done additional 
training in this area.

There are a few licensed 
over-the-counter herbal remedies 
available, but otherwise vet Vicky 
Payne advised dog owners to be wary 
of buying herbal medicine online as 
there was no guarantee of the quality.

“It is more effective if a vet makes 
up a blend of herbs for that particular 
animal,” she said. “It is also important 
for owners to remember that natural 
does not always mean safe. Some 
herbs, including common ones, are 
toxic in excess, and others cannot 
be given with certain medications. 
Self-diagnosis and treatment of your 
dog with herbs can be risky.”

5 A consultation 
will be more 

expensive than 
buying a herbal 
remedy, because 
the vet will look 
at the animal 
holistically. 
Consultations 
will range from 
between £40 and 
£80 and last 30 
to 60 minutes. As 
herbal medicine 
is a veterinary 
treatment it should 
be covered under 
most insurance 
policies.

78

WHO CAN ADMINISTER HERBAL MEDICINE?

Herbalism is one of a number of 
complementary therapies used 
to improve a dog’s health and 

well-being.
Herbal remedies have been used to 

treat illnesses and diseases for centuries, 
long before refi ned medication became an 
option, and can benefi t animals as well 
as humans.

Complementary therapies are often 
used alongside conventional veterinary 
medication to help treat a wide spectrum 
of conditions.

WHAT IS HERBALISM?

HOW MUCH 

DOES A 

CONSULTATION 

COST?

Herbal remedies 
can be effective in 
getting dogs back 
on their feet.
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“I like the idea of 
using herbs 
— everything is 
worth a try”
Jo Moss’s dog Seren is taking a herbal 

tonic to help support problems with 
his liver.

The 13-year-old collie has been 
taking anti-infl ammatory medication 
for arthritis for a long time and, as a 
result, has developed liver damage. 
However, coming off the painkillers is 
not an option as he would not be able 
to walk due to the arthritis. The herbal 
remedy protects his liver from further 
damage and allows him to keep taking 
the painkillers.

It’s still early days, as Seren has only 
been taking the herbal remedy for three 
months, but it is hoped his liver will 
show signs of improvement when he has 
his next blood test.

His vet, Vicky Payne, said liver blood 
tests had improved in other cases after 
dogs had been on the herb.

Jo, from Hawkhurst, Kent, said she 
had noticed Seren looked healthier and 
he had began to put on weight again, 
after previously losing lots.

“The herbal medication is helping to 
support the liver so it does not have to 
work so hard,” she explained. 

“Seren seems to be doing well but 
we don’t know for certain how much 
the herbs have helped. The herbs are 
in tablet form. Seren has one in the 
morning and another in the afternoon 
with his food.”

Jo decided to try the herbal route 
after discussing it with Vicky.

“Seren sees Vicky for acupuncture on 
his back,” she continued. “I knew she 
did herbal medication, so I asked her 
opinion. I liked the idea of using herbs 
— everything is worth a try. 

“He will probably have to stay on it 
permanently. He’s an old dog now.”

Seren appears much 
healthier since taking 
herbal medication.

3 Absolutely everything. 
Herbs can be used to treat 

a wide range of conditions, from 
irritable bowels, incontinence, 
and cystitis, to skin allergies
and cancer.

Herbs are often used 
supportingly and alongside 
conventional drugs to make 
them more effective.

There are thousands of herbs 
and more are being discovered 
all the time. 

Herbs commonly used for 
dogs include valerian, which
is used for stress; milk thistle, 
used for liver problems; garlic; 
and echinacea. 

6 There aren’t many herbal vets 
in the UK. A list is available 

on the British Association of 
Veterinary Herbalists’ website at 
www.herbalvets.org.uk

Alternatively, owners can 
contact their veterinary practice 
to see if they know of a local vet, 
or one at the surgery, with an 
interest in herbal medicine.

“It is more 
effective if a vet 
makes up a blend 
of herbs for that 
particular animal”

d k

HOW CAN
 I FIND A 
HERBAL 

VET?
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2 Herbal remedies can be 
helpful in cases where 

conventional medicine does not 
provide satisfactory relief from 
illness or symptoms.

It offers a natural form of 
treatment for common ailments 
and is a more gentle way to treat 
animals. Herbal remedies can also 
help conventional medications 
work better, and reduce the side 
effects of conventional drugs.

Herbal treatments are usually 
most effective when used in the 
very early stages of a condition, 
or in cases where there is no 
conventional veterinary treatment 
option available. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF HERBAL MEDICINE?

WHAT DISEASES 

CAN HERBAL 

MEDICINE HELP 

TREAT?
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“The thing that seemed to be the 
final link was the herbal medicine”
Labradoodle Reggie Brown takes 

herbal medicine alongside a 
number of other complementary 
therapies including acupuncture and 
hydrotherapy treatment.

The six-year-old dog suffers from 
arthritis in both his back legs and one of 
his front shoulders.

His owner, Sara Strickland, from 
Bath, fi rst noticed that something was 
wrong when Reggie developed a limp 
which started to get worse and worse.

“We do lots of walks, and in Bath 
it’s very hilly,” said Sara. “I took Reggie 
to my local park which is on top of a 
hill and he could hardly get back down 
again. He kept stopping — it was like he 
had stopped being stoic and was telling 
me he couldn’t do it.”

Reggie visited the vet’s where he 
was diagnosed with arthritis following 
an X-ray, and was instantly put on 
conventional painkillers.

Sara decided to try a herbal 
approach after it was recommended by 
the vet.

“The vet said Reggie had a lot of 
arthritis,” she explained.

“He said that rather than having 
operations or lots of conventional 
medication, we should try a more 
holistic approach to his treatment.”

Sara and Reggie visit veterinary 
herbalist Veerle Dejonckheere, who 
prescribes a mix of herbs specifi cally 
for Reggie. He started taking them 
just before Christmas last year and has 
them once a day with his food. Reggie 
also takes a veterinary joint support 
supplement called Nutraquin Plus.

“We started seeing Veerle and 

she put together a treatment plan for 
Reggie,” said Sara. “It’s not purely 
herbal medicine that Reggie has, it’s 
a whole holistic approach.

“What impressed me most was how 
Veerle really got to know Reggie fi rst. 
She did a lot of work with him. 

“She gave us a herbal medicine 
and asked that Reggie tried it. The 
important thing for me was that Veerle 
didn’t give Reggie something from a 
shelf — she made up a mixture with 
him specifi cally in mind. I think it’s very 
important that owners fi nd a good 
herbal vet.

“Within three days of taking the 
medicine Reggie was a new dog. I’m 
sure the results were down to a mix 
of everything — the acupuncture, 
hydrotherapy, supplement, and herbal 
medicine — rather than just one thing.

“However, the thing that seemed 
to be the fi nal link was the herbal 
medicine. It just felt like this 
amazing concoction.

“I hadn’t noticed before Reggie 
started getting better that he 
had started walking like an old 
dog. Now he is back to being 
a six-year-old dog. He’s running 
again and playing with his ball. 
The limp has practically gone. 

“Some of the conventional 
medicine he was on before took 
a while to work. But I never felt 
like I had got my dog back — it 
was like it was masking the pain.

“I’ve become a bit evangelical 
about herbal medicine now. It’s 
something that people shouldn’t 
be sceptical about.”
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CASE STUDY

“The more gentle 
and more natural the 
remedy the better”
L inda Walker, from Eastbourne, East 

Sussex, is a fi rm believer in the power 
of complementary therapies.

She used herbs to help regulate 
milk production when her German 
Shorthaired Pointer bitch, Tia, had a litter 
of puppies 14 months ago, and after a 
phantom pregnancy.

The herbs helped to regulate the 
hormones that govern lactation. Different 
herbs can stimulate milk production or 
help dry it up. 

Linda sensed that Tia needed some 
help to bring the milk in a little bit after 
she had her litter. And then, after the 
pups had left for their new homes, it was 
important for the milk to dry up quickly.

Linda also uses calendula — a soothing 
cream with skin conditioning properties 
— if her dogs have any sore places on 
their body. 

She has found the valerian herbal 
remedy useful as well, to help calm down 
one of her bitches when she became 
overexcited in the show ring.

“The more gentle and more natural the 
remedy the better,” said Linda. “I have 
always used calendula.”

“I certainly believe in complementary 
therapies. I am a believer in the power of 
the mind. If the human is comfortable and 
relaxed with what is happening to their 
dog, that animal calms down too. It has 
a huge effect. 

“I do think herbs are very good — it’s 
going back to what people used to do.”

Reggie Brown is back
to his old self thanks to
a holistic approach 
to treatment.

Show 
champion 

Tia.

“I certainly believe 
in complementary 
therapies”
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Call: 01308 897272 or visit www.dorwest.com

Largest range of herbal medicines for pets in the UK

Products to treat everyday ailments
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No.1 Choice for Herbal  
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Have you considered 
taking to the skies with 

your dog?

Come fl y 
with me!

82   Your Dog April 2014

➔
It’s not just jet set 
pets who are taking 
to the skies these 
days. Sue Corfi eld 
fi nds out more.

No longer the reserve of the rich 
and famous, air travel is now 
available to the furry masses. And 

some airlines even allow dogs to travel 
in the cabin — embracing a pet-friendly 
approach like never before.

But the jet set pet lifestyle is not to 
be undertaken lightly, and there’s lots to 
consider before you book your seat.

All pets need to have up to date 
vaccinations and pet passports before 
fl ying. If a dog is behaving aggressively 
or does not look well enough to travel, 
the airline may not allow him on board 
the plane.

Large dogs are a no-no when it comes 
to travelling in the cabins of commercial 
airlines, except in the case of assistance 
dogs. The general rule is that the dog and 
the carrier he’s travelling in cannot weigh 
more than 20 pounds, and needs to fi t 
under the seat in front, although this may 
vary from airline to airline. 

Bigger dogs can fl y with some airlines 
but they must be placed in the hold of 
the plane where the baggage is held. 
This compartment is pressurised and the 
temperature is usually kept between 50 
and 70 degrees.

“If a dog is behaving 
aggressively... the airline 
may not allow him on 
board the plane.”
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 CASE STUDY

Whether a pet travels with his owner 
in the cabin or as checked luggage in the 
cargo area, he will need to be in a kennel 
or container for the entire trip. Some pet 
retailers offer both soft-sided (for in-cabin 
travel) and hard-sided kennels approved 
for air travel, while some airlines also sell 
pet carriers. 

In selecting a kennel, owners must 
determine the proper size. It is important 
that a pet can stand, sit, turn around, 
and lie down comfortably throughout the 
whole fl ight.

No dog is allowed to be sedated 
immediately before or during the fl ight 
because of cabin pressure and the 
effects on the dog’s breathing. Some 
brachycephalic breeds such as Pugs, 
Boxers, and — in some instances 
— Bulldogs are not allowed to fl y at all 
because of this.

Pet-friendly airlines in the UK
Despite the Pet Travel Scheme, the UK 
is still lagging behind other countries 
in its attitude to pet air travel. Airports 
simply don’t allow pets to enter the 
country as passengers. 

Air France is one of the most 
pet-friendly airlines. You can take your 
pet on most Air France fl ights, subject 
to agreement at the time of booking, 
but you can’t bring him back into the 
UK via the same route. Instead, you 
need to disembark in Paris and then 
complete the last leg overland.

More airlines allow dogs to travel
as cargo in the hold. Virgin Atlantic
has been running a pet travel scheme 
since 2003 and to date has fl own 

15,400 pets — 10,100 of them dogs. 
A number of famous faces have 

been spotted travelling with their pets 
around the world, including actors 
Kevin Spacey and John Barrowman.

Furry celebrities also choose to fl y 
Virgin. Uggie, the star of Oscar-winning 
fi lm ‘The Artist’ fl ew to Los Angeles 
to attend the Oscars, and Mugly (‘the 
ugliest dog in the world’) also fl ew with 
Virgin when he travelled to the USA to 
claim his ugliest dog accolade.

If you want your dog to accompany 
you in the cabin, there is one sure way 
to make this happen — and that’s by 
truly embracing the jet set lifestyle and 
chartering your own plane!

TRAVELLING TIPS FOR 
JET-SETTERS
● Never sedate your pet on a fl ight. 
High altitudes and sedatives are 
a dangerous combination.
● Always have your pet’s lead and 
collar to hand prior to departure, 
but do not take your dog out of the 
kennel inside the airport.
● Identifi cation tags for your pet 
and the travel kennel, including your 
name, home address, and phone 
number, are essential.
● Never use a muzzle on your pet 
during travel; it could be dangerous.
● Familiarise your pet with the 
kennel prior to the trip so that it is 
comfortable for him.
● Always make arrangements with 
the airline in advance when you are 
making your own reservations. The 
airline always reserves the right to 
refuse travel if there are too many 
pets on board, so make sure you 
advise them early.

COSTS
When it comes to paying 
for your pet to fl y in 
the cabin, prices vary 
massively, but tend to be 
cheaper than fl ying in the 
hold. Some airlines treat 
your pet as hand luggage, 
others charge for the 
privilege. For example, 
American Airlines charges 
approximately £70 per 
pet one way; double for 
a round trip. There is 
no charge for service or 
assistance dogs.

£$¥

Guide dog Brunel 
is a seasoned air 

traveller.

BRUNEL’S 
FLYING HIGH

Assistance and service dogs are 
allowed to travel on airlines in 
style — in the cabin.

Guide dog Brunel is one of the most 
travelled dogs in the UK, fl ying from his 
home in Southampton to Scotland, the 
Channel Islands, and the Canary Islands 
several times a year.

Brunel blazed a trail for other 
assistance dogs when he acted as a 
guinea pig during the formation of 
several UK-based airlines’ support dog 
policies. He guides his owner, Tom 
McInulty, on his journeys.

“There’s no doubt in my mind that 
Brunel loves fl ying,” said Tom. “He is a 
cheeky character who really enjoys all 
the attention and fuss he receives from 
the airline staff and passengers.

“I often have to fl y from 
Southampton to Edinburgh on business 
and to visit family so his frequent fl yer 
miles are always increasing. Flying 
with Brunel means we are treated like 
celebrities — we have priority boarding 
and the airlines keep a seat free next 
to us so that Brunel has room to stretch 
out on the fl oor in front of me. His 
presence also serves to relax nervous 
passengers. On one occasion, I realised 
he was licking the toes of the woman in 
front and apologised to her but she was 
fi ne about it and said she was a nervous 
passenger and it was taking her mind 
off the fl ight.”

The practicalities of taking Brunel 
as a passenger involve a strict 
toileting regime before embarking on 
the journey. 

The fun isn’t over when Brunel 
reaches his destination, as he has 
aspirations to become a sniffer dog. 
Tom explained: “When we go to collect 
our bags, Brunel checks out all the 
suitcases and sniffs out the bags for 
me. He makes all our journeys a 
fun event.”

➔

82-83yd flying AT kf(SW) AH(SW).indd   8382-83yd flying AT kf(SW) AH(SW).indd   83 17/02/2014   11:1217/02/2014   11:12



84   Your Dog April 2014 www.yourdog.co.uk

Back on board oo
Ship’s dog Lola is 
back at sea as the 
crew sets sail for 
another adventure. 
Helen Lewis tells 
the story.

Having travelled around 
Europe in their 46ft  
boat, Gralian, along 
with Labradoodle 

Lola and seafaring cat Bob, Helen 
and Jonathan Lewis are now 
circumnavigating the British Isles.

Last time we caught up with the 
crew they had just reached Scotland 
and were berthed at Eyemouth. 
Now Helen brings us up to date 
as they head deeper into Scottish 
territory and discover the magic 
of the Caledonian Canal and the 
Western Isles.

d 

Joined by 
a doggy 

companion, 
Claude. 

Going for 
a paddle.

A ship’s dog again. 

July 5 
We are excited to have reached Scotland 
and head out from Eyemouth with a fair 
wind and a calm sea to track down some 
smokies in Arbroath. Here Lola learns 
that there are creatures greedier than a 
Labradoodle. She accompanies Jonathan 
to the fi sh and chip shop and, having 
unsuccessfully attempted to get a chip, her 
heart lift s as he makes for the ice cream 
parlour. All hope and wagging tail, Lola 
waits patiently outside. Jonathan appears 
with a double scoop, chocolate and vanilla 

— not that Lola’s fussy. She sits obediently 
knowing that all good things come to a 
sitting dog. Before she can bat her eyelashes 
a seagull swoops down and removes the ice 
cream from the cone winging it to the sea 
wall where half a dozen squabbling gulls 
make short shrift  of it. Lola gives chase 
dragging Jonathan behind her. Th ey are too 
late and return ice cream-less. 

July 6
I am on shore, leaving the ship’s dog and 
Th e Bosun (Bob) with Jonathan, who is 
single-handing the boat as far as Inverness. 
Th e pets need to be self suffi  cient so they 
have water and rations within reach. Lola 
has a position at the foot of the helm seat 
where her bed is wedged giving her a secure 
place to sleep. Her water bowl is secured 
and there is a small supply of ginger biscuits 
to stave off  sea sickness. Th e Bosun likes to 
sit outside for which he is harnessed to the 
boat. Th e sea is choppy so he is required to 
come inside and both Lola and Jonathan are 
forced to listen to a never-ending lament for 
the next few days until they reach Inverness 
and the start of the Caledonian Canal.  
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July 16
We are a full crew again and the sun is 
shining as we enter the canal system. Lola 
is ecstatic; she is to cruise the Great Glen 
though it is probably the calm waters and 
the smell of barbecues that excite her. Th is 
peaceful and beautiful waterway allows 
her to sit on deck. Th e locks provide 
opportunities to leap ashore and befriend 
lock keepers and their dogs. We have 10 
tranquil days with fabulous dog walks. 

July 27
Out the other end of the Caledonian 
Canal we pass through the spectacular sea 
lock. Now we are in the Western Isles. It 
is diffi  cult to know if Lola appreciates the 
beauty that surrounds her but she loves the 
crew member who last joined the boat on 
the Th ames and now rejoins in Oban — my 
godson, Charlie, who is happy to scramble 
through mud and over tumbled walls, likes 
crabbing and smelly seaweed as much 
as Lola, and will spend hours paddling 
her in a dinghy while she dozes gently in 
the aft ernoon sun stirring only if she is 
disturbed by an errant motor boat. Th is is 
followed by a second visitor — Matthew, 
my son, who is equally happy to join in 
doggy activities and even comes equipped 
with Claude, a doggy companion. 

August 2
We have decided we will visit a 
few castles and the Island of Iona so 
Lola will have to adapt to other forms 
of transport. Leaving Th e Bosun aboard 
equipped with his litter tray and food 
is no problem. Radio 3 provides some 
background music and conversation and he 
is ‘as happy as Larry’ for the odd day. Lola 
is another matter and will accompany us on 
days out. 

August 4
Firstly, we visit Duart Castle which involves 
a couple of bus rides to a stunning peninsula, 
where the castle overlooks the Sound of 
Mull. Unfortunately, both the castle and the 
coff ee shop are strictly ‘No dogs’ and the 
weather is damp. We drink our coff ee and 
munch shortbread with rain trickling down 
our necks while Lola sits under a picnic table. 
Resigned to split resources, with one of us 
tramping the estate while the other takes in 
the castle — with a swift  changeover aft er 
an hour — we approach the ticket offi  ce. 

Th e kiosk is presided over by a handsome 
older man in a baggy jumper and tartan 
trews. He surveys the soggy trio before him 
and asks how many tickets we require while 
confi rming that sadly no dogs are allowed.  As 
he issues our tickets he seems to consider our 
plight and asks if we would leave Lola with 
him in the kiosk, where he has a small heater 
and water bowl.  He explains he has a dog 
himself and would be delighted to have Lola’s 
company for a while. We hesitate for only a 
second before handing her over. Later, we 
learn that Lola’s companion was none other 
than the clan chief of the MacLeans himself.

August 8
Th e second trip is to Iona. To get there 
Lola has a coach ride followed by a short 
ferry crossing. It is a beautiful day and 
Lola shares her journey with two delightful 
doggy companions. Iona is relatively dog 
friendly and its waters are crystal clear with 
sandy bays and rounded green hills. An 
exhausted dog returns late that evening 
where Th e Bosun unfurls himself and stalks 
over to sniff  her suspiciously, no doubt 
wondering where we had all got to. Lola 
barely raises an eyelash as she is fast asleep. 

J l 16 A t 2

s

The spectacular 
view at Iona. 

Lola takes 
a coach ride.

Getting in the 
water — Lola 
goes swimming. 

“It is diffi  cult to know 
if Lola appreciates 
the beauty that 
surrounds her.”
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Walking Britain’s
NATIONAL TRAILS

The Pembrokeshire 
Coast Path

Colourful Tenby 
is a jewel on the 
Pembrokeshire 
Coast Path.

TAKE UP THE
Enjoy a walk along the Pembrokeshire 

Coast Path, described as one of the 
world’s fi nest long-distance routes 

and certainly not for the faint-hearted.

CHALLENGE
THE PEMBROKESHIRE 

COAST PATH

AMROTH

TENBY ▼

Walking into Tenby.
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THE WALK ROUTE

Walking your dog is one of 
the best ways to enjoy the 
beauty and diversity of 

Britain’s countryside.
And the 15 National Trails in England 

and Wales offer a combined distance 
of 2,500 miles to discover, specially 
preserved for walkers, cyclists, and 
horse riders.

In our series exploring Britain’s National 
Trails we’ve journeyed from the Cornish 
coast to Hadrian’s Wall, with many stops 
in-between. This month, we headed west 
to walk part of the Pembrokeshire Coast 
Path, from Saundersfoot to Tenby, with 
Your Dog editor Sarah Wright, commercial 
sales manager Becky Kane, and Norfolk 
Terrier Bertie.

Changing 
stiles
There are currently 45 stiles (down 
from 530 in 1993) that need to be 
crossed on the trail, 20 of which 
incorporate dog gates. The National 
Park Authority, which is responsible 
for the provision and maintenance of 
stiles, is continuing its programme of 
stile modifi cation, funding permitting. 

Leave the beach at 
Saundersfoot and 

climb up to join 
the coastal path.

The path takes you 
through Rhode Wood.

Look for the 
acorn symbol.

M
ap

: O
rd

na
nc

e 
Su

rv
ey

 M
ap

p
in

g
 ©

 C
ro

w
n 

co
p

yr
ig

ht
 M

ed
ia

 0
54

/1
3.

 

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

3

● For more information about the 

Pembrokeshire Coast Path and for advice 

about taking your dog on the trail, visit 

nt.pcnpa.org.uk
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“The route undulates 
throughout this walk 
with some steep climbs 
and descents”

WALK 
FACTS
■ How to 
get there: 
Saundersfoot is 
on the B4316, off 
the A478, north 
of Tenby.
■ Terrain: The 
path follows the 
coast and is well 
maintained but 
can get muddy in 
places. Undulating 
route; lots of steps.
■ Distance: Just 
under fi ve miles.
■ Time: Three 
hours.
■ Off-lead 
opportunities: 
Plenty, but the path 
crosses several 
fi elds where there 
may be stock, so 
keep your dog on 
a lead here. Also 
where the path 
runs close to the 
cliff edge. 
■ Stiles: None.
■ Parking: The 
car park near 
the harbour in 
Saundersfoot; it 
costs £5 to park for 
the day.
■ Toilets: Near 
the harbour in 
Saundersfoot and 
in Tenby.
■ Suitable for: 
Reasonably fi t dog 
owners and their 
pets, who can cope 
with the steep 
uphill climbs and 
descents.

The Pembrokeshire 
Coast Path
Twisting and turning its way along 
186 miles of spectacular coastline, the 
Pembrokeshire Coast Path presents a 
formidable challenge — its 35,000 feet 
of ascents and descents is said to be 
the equivalent of climbing Everest!

But for those who prefer their walks 
to be less demanding, the path can 
be enjoyed in short sections and there 
are many circular walks to explore that 
incorporate parts of the trail.

The Pembrokeshire Coast Path 
runs from St Dogmaels in the north 
right around the Welsh coast to 
Amroth. It opened in 1970 and was 
the fi rst National Trail in Wales. Most 
of it lies within the boundaries of the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. 

Famed for its spectacular scenery 
and abundant wildlife, the area has a 
rich history with many reminders of its 
maritime traditions, dating back to the 
early Celtic saints and beyond.

The Viking infl uence is refl ected 
in some of the place names, while all 
along the trail the small quays, 

warehouses, and remains of lime kilns 
are reminders of Pembrokeshire’s 
industrial past.

 “The Pembrokeshire Coast Path is 
classed as one of the world’s fi nest long 
distance routes,” explained National 
Trail offi cer Dave McLachlan. 

“Seventy fi ve per cent of the trail 
lies within designated conservation 
sites and 85 per cent within the 
boundaries of the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park.”

John Burns, Your Dog contributor 
and founder of Burns Pet Nutrition, is 
based in Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire, not 
far from the coast path. 

“The beginning (or end) at Amroth 
is only 40 minutes away. I haven’t 
attempted to walk the entire path in 
one go, but I can dip in and out when it 
suits me,” he explained.

“The views are spectacular and there 
is plenty of variety. Some sections are 
a stroll; others can be quite strenuous, 
so there’s something for everyone, and, 
of course, it’s great for dogs.”

THE WALK

1Start from the harbour car park in 
Saundersfoot. If the tide is out you can 

walk along the south side of the harbour, 
and down on to the beach. Then bear right 
over the sand and rocks to walk up the 
concrete steps on your right and join the 
trail. If the tide is in, you’ll need to head up 
the coast road (the B4316 towards Tenby) 
and follow it up the hill. As the road climbs 
away from the harbour, you’ll see a minor 
road to your left. Take this and it will bring 
you to the coastal path.

2Once you’re on the trail, the route 
is well signposted and easy to 

follow; look for the National Trail acorn 
signs. You’ll pass Swallow Tree Garden 
Leisure Park on your right. The path 
takes you through Rhode Wood with 
spectacular views down to the beach 
on your left.

3Descend through the trees to a stream, 
cross, and climb up the other side. The 

route undulates throughout this walk with 
some steep uphill climbs and descents.

4At the top of the climb you’ll come 
to an open fi eld. Keep left and follow 

the fi eld boundary to a gate. Shortly after 
this the path bears left to Monkstone 
Point. You can cut across the point or 
follow the offshoot paths around the point 
itself, where you will be rewarded with 
panoramic views of Saundersfoot and 
Amroth to your left and Tenby and Caldey 
Island to your right. You can also gain 
access to Monkstone Beach from here, 
which lies to the south of the point and is 
dog friendly.

▼

Looking towards 
Saundersfoot from 
Monkstone.
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CALLING ALL SUPER DOGS!
Has your dog got what it takes 
to be a hero? We think so! We 
understand how unique and 
special each individual dog is, 
so why not give your dog the 
opportunity to shine and show 
off their full potential for all 
to see? 

Register your dog today 
to take part in a Dogs Unite! 
sponsored dog walk, and allow 
your dog the chance to be a 
Guide Dogs hero! 

Dogs Unite! aims to inspire 

you and your four-legged 
friends to be heroes for the 
day, and to unite dogs of all 
shapes and sizes in helping 
the hero Guide Dogs fulfi l 
their destiny.

Each dog will receive their 
own cape — an accessory a 
hero simply can’t be without 
— a Dogs Unite! dog tag 
medal, and their very own 
goody bag!

Intrigued? Sniff out your 
nearest event at www.

dogsunite.org.uk or contact 
Dogs Unite! on 0845 600 6787.

Upload a picture of your 
hero dog to the Dogs Unite! 
wall of fame at www.facebook.
com/DogsUnite

LOCAL AREA 
● Tenby’s hilltop position saw it 
developed as a Welsh stronghold and 
in medieval times it was the site of a 
Norman castle, of which only a small 
tower remains. It sits on top of Castle Hill 
almost entirely surrounded by the sea. 
The town walls fared better and parts of 
them, dating back to the 13th century, 
still survive today, making up the 
picturesque old town. More recently, in 
the early 19th century, the town became 
a fashionable holiday destination for 
both the Welsh and the English.
● There are many dog-friendly 
pubs in Tenby. Check out www.
tenbyvisitorguide.co.uk to fi nd out 
more. We lunched at the Hope & 
Anchor before taking our taxi back 
to Saundersfoot. The pub is near the 
harbour and has a front-facing beer 
garden where you can sit and eat with 
your dog. Alternatively, there is an 
upstairs family room (for when the 
weather is poor) where well-behaved 
dogs are also welcomed.

● Caldey Island lies off the coast near 
Tenby and has been home to various 
orders of monks since Celtic times. It is 
now owned by monks of the Cistercian 
Order, whose monastery overlooks the 
village green. Boats sail regularly from 
Tenby to Caldey, from Easter to the end 
of October, and well-behaved dogs on 
leads are welcomed on the island. 

On Monkstone Point there are the 
remains of what might have been a 
monk’s cell linked to Caldey Island’s 
monastic settlement.  

 Your pet 
could become 
a doggy hero.

5From the point the path heads inland 
and takes you through several fi elds, 

from which there are impressive views of 
Tenby across the bay. The route passes 
through more woodland, including some 
steep steps.

6Eventually the path takes you down 
into the valley of Waterwynch, 

dropping almost to sea level. Take care 
as you will need to cross the road near 
the Waterwynch Hunting Lodge before 
climbing out of the valley on a steadily 
inclining paved path — benches along 
the route might provide a welcome 
break here! 

7Keep following the route and 
eventually you will pass Meadow Farm 

on your right and reach a minor road into 
Tenby. Follow this, passing the Park Hotel 
on your left, until you reach North Beach, 
also on your left. Depending on the tides 
and time of year (dogs are not permitted 
on the beach between May 1 and 
September 30), you can walk across the 
sand towards the town, otherwise keep 
following the road towards the harbour.

8To return to your car, you can retrace 
your steps or do what we did and get 

a taxi. Tenby Taxis was happy to take 
a small, muddy dog, but always check 
beforehand. Alternatively there is a bus 
service from Tenby to the harbour in 
Saundersfoot. Check with the Tenby 
Tourist Information Offi ce for times but be 
aware that taking dogs will be down to the 
individual driver’s discretion.

F th i t th th h d i l d

One very wet 
and muddy 

Bertie!

Enjoying 
the beach.

An aerial shot of Tenby.

r

wall of fame at www.facebook.
com/DogsUnite
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Despite his reputation as the 
ultimate canine athlete, 
the Greyhound can make 
an ideal low-maintenance 
companion. And Magpie 

— a black and white dog — is the perfect 
testament to this.

Aft er retiring, aged fi ve, from a career on 
the track, where he raced at Coral Romford 
Stadium in Essex, Magpie’s trainer thought 
that he would make the perfect pet and 
approached Barley Kennels — the Harlow 
branch of the Retired Greyhound Trust 
— in February 2011.

But despite Magpie boasting a long list of 
qualities, he struggled to fi nd a home.

“It was unusual for such an attractive 
dog with a calm temperament and kind, 
loving nature to take so long to fi nd an 
owner,” explained Joy Battley, manager of 
Barley Kennels, near Waltham Abbey.

“He was just unlucky and didn’t attract 
any interest until April 2012 but this turned 
out to be the perfect family home.”

But just a month later, Magpie was 
involved in an altercation with a cat that 
saw him come off  worst and sustain 
a nasty injury.

According to Joy, Magpie was out for a 
walk on the lead with his new owner, when 
he spied a cat in a hedge. As he instinctively 
stuck his nose through the branches to 
investigate, the cat lashed out, catching 
the surprised dog on his left  eye. Th e claw 
marks caused irreparable damage and vets 
were unable to save the eye.

On the face of it, losing an eye might 
spell bad news for a sight hound but Joy 
revealed that Magpie has coped remarkably 
well since having the operation nearly two 
years ago.

“Occasionally, he bumps into things on 
his blind side and doesn’t judge doorways 
very well but Magpie is still the same dog,” 
she continued.

Aft er his owner was 
unexpectedly posted 
abroad, eight-year-old 
Magpie found himself 
back at the Retired 
Greyhound Trust. 
Joanne Bednall 
follows his quest for 
a new home…

Second 
time 

around 

TO THERESCUE

Eight-year-old Magpie 
is a real gentleman.
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“It’s just a question of using your 
common sense by letting him know you’re 
there and approaching him from his right 
side where he can see you.”

Joy added that Magpie was returned to 
the charity in October 2013 not because 
he lost his eye but because his owner was 
in the forces and received an unexpected 
deployment abroad.  

“Due to this major change in the family’s 
circumstances, the owner’s wife found 
it hard coping with foster children and 
Magpie, who didn’t like being left  on his 
own. Th ey reluctantly gave him up and 
there were a few tears.” 

Since returning to the Trust, Magpie 
has again attracted no interest and Joy 
thinks that having only one eye isn’t helping 
his cause.

“People see him, say ‘ahh’ then just move 

on,” she said. “I can’t understand it as he is 
as good as gold. He is a very happy, pleasant 
chap who loves human company and 
attention and gets on well with other dogs. 
He has a girlfriend, Frankie, and a best 
buddy called Chief.

“Magpie is also house-trained, great with 
children, and is fi t with no health problems. 

“His main downside — as with many 
Greyhounds — is that he has a high chase 
instinct so is best walked on the lead.

“He also gets anxious if he is shut away 
on his own in a room for any length of time 
— he likes to know where people are — and 
he probably feels even less secure now that 
he has lost an eye.”

Joy believes that Magpie’s ideal home 
would be with an individual, couple, or 
family who aren’t out all day long. Another 
dog for company would be an advantage, 
as Magpie is so sociable and friendly.

“He loves his walks but is adaptable 
— he would be happy with two short 
walks or equally he could go all day — and 
doesn’t pull on his lead.

“All in all, any owner would love and 
be proud of Magpie.”

THE GREYHOUND: 
COMMON MYTHS
“Most people have never met a 
Greyhound up close — their only 
experience is seeing them on the track 
or being walked with a muzzle on,” 
explained Joy.

“Th ere’s an assumption that a 
Greyhound will automatically kill a 
squirrel or cat but, for most, it is the thrill 
of the chase — their instinct to chase is 
high but their instinct to kill is low.

“I knew a Greyhound who chased 
cats but lived quite happily with his own 
and never chased them.”

Joy also debunked the myth that 
Greyhounds need lots of daily exercise.

“Th ey don’t need more exercise 
than any other dog,” she stressed. “Th e 
average standard race lasts only around 
30 seconds — they have a mad spurt of 
energy then they’re done for the rest of 
the day. A Greyhound would be happy 
with three on-lead walks a day or two if 
they have access to an enclosed area or 
garden — they don’t need to run and can 
be quite lazy!”

Joy added that Greyhounds oft en 
enjoy long and active lives with few 
health issues or concerns other than 
racing-related injuries.

“A Greyhound’s average retirement 
age is around fi ve if they’ve had no 
injuries but they can live to 12 or 14 
— they have a short racing life but 
a long lifespan.”

However, Joy thinks that because 
Greyhounds run on sand or are oft en 
exercised in grass or sand paddocks, 
uneven or hard ground can be a shock 
to their sensitive pads and some can 
develop corns. Th ese hard protrusions 
form inside the pad and mainly aff ect 
Greyhounds, Whippets, and Lurchers. 
Th eories as to why these breeds are 
more susceptible include having less 
fat to cushion their pads, the presence 
of a foreign body, or a viral infection 
such as warts.

Joy added that a Greyhound’s 
temperament is “second to none” 
and puts their high level of sociability 
down to the fact that in kennels, they 
have constant human interaction and 
canine company.

“I advise some people who rehome 
a Greyhound — especially if they are 
anxious — to crate them,” said Joy. 
“It can be quite alien for a Greyhound 
who’s only ever experienced kennel life 
to suddenly have the run of a house. 
Being on their own with so much space 
and freedom can make them anxious, 
although some adapt straight away.”

“It’s just a question of using your

CAN YOU HELP?
■ If you are interested in Magpie, or 
any other dog in the care of Barley 
Kennels (the Harlow branch of the 
Retired Greyhound Trust), call 01992 
890540 or visit www.retiredgreyhounds.
co.uk/Branches/

“It was unusual for such 
an attractive dog with a 
calm temperament and 
kind, loving nature to take 
so long to fi nd an owner.”
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Despite their reputation, 
Greyhounds do not need 

lots of exercise.

Magpie enjoys a 
walk with his best 

buddy Chief. 
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Enjoy walking your dog!
 Gentle, kind and effective
 Removes strain on dog’s neck

“With the snow outside I put their jumpers on and they 
loved them, they are such nice quality and cosy. The 
dogs are sleeping beside the roaring fi re still with their 
jumpers on, very snug and very happy, thanks for such 
a great product for two oldies!” S. Bishop

It’s more than just a fl eece jumper!
 Keeps your dog warm, dry and cleaner 
 Reduces anxiety
 Enhances calm confidence on walks

5 mins after

before

ANIMAL CENTRED BEHAVIOUR AND TRAINING SOLUTIONS
ONLINE:  www.mekuti.co.uk   PHONE:  01132 590 589

Anxiety & Behaviour Solutions
Stop Pulling Mekuti Balance Harness

Stay Warm & Keep Calm HotterDog Jumpers

Excessive Barking Calming Band
A Calming Band is a very gentle way to help reduce:

 Barking, whining and licking
 Discomfort in unfamiliar surroundings

“Absolutely brilliant! It’s so gentle. She normally barks out on 
walks, but now there’s not a peep from her. She would bark 
for her tea, but now she stands like an angel.” Mrs H. Hands

“I cannot believe that this has really worked. I 
was getting fed up with being pulled around 
like a rag doll, but since the Mekuti arrived 
every walk has been fantastic. Even out 
with other dogs she was exactly the same, 
calm and a joy to walk. I cannot praise this 
product enough.” Mrs A.L., Milton Keynes

30 day
money 
back 

guarantee

 Canine Care and Welfare

 Canine Psychology and 
Behaviour

 Canine Anatomy and 
Physiology

 Canine Nutrition

 Dog Training Theory

 Managing a Small 
Canine Business

www.reaseheath.ac.uk/caninestudies

Reaseheath College, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6DF

We are offering a range of Canine Studies Level 3 
Accredited Courses through distance learning, covering:

For further information: 
01270 613166 / 01270 613192 or visit our website

Raising Standards, Inspiring Achievement

‘Engraved K9 tags available 
at Crufts from Pet Tagz - 

Hall 2 Stand 121’

Pet Insurance
We love pets!

£4,000 Vet’s fees

Standard cover monthly premiums from 
£4.95 for cats and £8.71 for dogs.*

Lifetime cover monthly premiums from 
£6.40 for cats and £12.32 for dogs.*

35% Introductory discount and 10% 
multi-pet discount. 

Please visit us at 
www.pet-insurance.co.uk/ydh

or call 08448 547 585
www.pet-insurance.co.uk is a trading name of The Equine and Livestock Insurance Company Limited, Thorpe Underwood Hall, Ouseburn, York, YO26 9SS (registered in England and Wales no: 294940) which 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority no: 202748. * Essentially this policy runs for, and premiums are 

collected in, equal periods of 28 days (a lunar month); renewing continually at the conclusion of each period subject to receipt of premium. *Premium stated includes introductory discount.

Receive an additional 5% 
discount on the premium 
quoted for Your Dog readers.
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FREE with the May issue of 
Your Dog Magazine!

Your dog-friendly holiday guide

★ SCOTLAND ★ NORTH WEST ★ NORTH EAST ★ MIDLANDS ★ SOUTH EAST ★ SOUTH WEST ★ EAST ANGLIA ★ WALES ★

‘Where to stay’
2014-2015

★ MIDLANDS ★ SOUTH EAST ★

PLUS
IN THE MAY 

ISSUE
■ How to survive if your 
dog needs enforced rest 

following an injury
or illness.

■ A puppy buyers’ guide 
to the Maltese Terrier.

■ Understanding 
diabetes and how to cope 

with it.
■ Nature or nurture

— how much of a dog’s 
behaviour can be shaped 

by his owner?
■ Another trick to teach 

your dog and impress 
your friends!

All this… and more.

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE ON SALE APRIL 7

www.yourdogholidays.co.uk

holidays

■ PET-FRIENDLY 

ACCOMMODATION 

REVIEWED

■ ADVICE AND TIPS 

ON HOLIDAYING WITH 

YOUR DOG
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Is your dog a star in the making? Get snapping 
and send us your best pet photos and your 

dog could appear in our gallery. Our line-up of 
canine stars this month includes...

Japanese 
Chin Aysha, 

from Bristol. 

GALLERY
The

Parson Russell Terrier 
JJ, from Chester, Cheshire.

Bull Terrier Daisy, from 
Cwmbran, Monmouthshire. 

Whippet Milo, from 
Bury, Lancashire. 

Polish Lowland Sheepdog Chester and 
Cockapoo Dennis, from Childwall, Merseyside. 

German Shorthaired 
Pointer Archie, from 
Alfreton, Derbyshire.
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Sponsored by

Want to give your dog 

his fi ve minutes of fame?

Email your photos 

to editorial@yourdog.

co.uk Alternatively 

post them to Your Dog 

Magazine, The Gallery, 

1-6 Buckminster 

Yard, Main Street, 

Buckminster, 

Grantham, Lincolnshire 

NG33 5SB.

Make sure you 

include your full name, 

address, and daytime 

telephone number, 

plus your dog’s name 

and breed. 

Be patient — we 

receive dozens of 

images each month. 

Please ensure your 

photograph is high 

resolution, clear, and 

in focus, otherwise it 

won’t be featured. Your 

camera should be on 

the highest setting. 

Please do not compress 

images when you email. 

We don’t accept 

photos of dogs 

wearing clothes or 

playing with sticks. 

Get your 
pet on these 
pages... 
...and you 
could win 
fi ve bags of 
dog food 
if yours is 
chosen as 
our Top Dog.

T O P 
DOGS

A P R I L

Share your doggy photos 
on Twitter @yourdog 

and they could appear on 
these pages — tweet us 

a pic and tell us your 
dog’s name!

Labradors Fraser and Douglas, 
from Seagrave, Leicestershire. 

Flora. 

Bentley. 

Archie. Bailey.

Woody.

Titus. Bou.

Jessie. Daisy, Lucy, and Stella.

Weimaraner 
Bernie, from 
Loughborough, 
Leicestershire.

Miniature Schnauzers Peggy, Daisy, and 
Oscar, from Walton, West Yorkshire. 
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Springer Spaniel 
Megan, from Boulton 
Moor, Derbyshire. 

Labradors Jake and Mitch, from 
Elland, West Yorkshire. 

Parson Russell Terrier 
Hugo, from Derby.

Jack Russell Terrier X Shih Tzu 
Benny, from Hayle, Cornwall. 

Cocker Spaniel Bluebell, from 
Frogmore, Hertfordshire. 

German Shepherd Tango, from 
Huddersfi eld, West Yorkshire.

Welsh Terrier Kodi, 
from Tranent, 
East Lothian.

Cavapoo Henry, from 
Colchester, Essex.
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Share your doggy photos on 
Facebook www.facebook.

com/yourdogmagazine and 
they could appear on these 

pages — post a pic and tell us 
your dog’s name!

Yorkshire Terrier 
X Jack Russell Terrier Pru, 
from Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire.

Golden Retriever 
Gypsy, from 
Bradwell, Norfolk.

Large Munsterlander Brenin, 
from Newport, Gwent.

Bearded Collies Copper, Merlin, and 
Murphy, from Andover, Hampshire. 

Miss Izzy.

Hazel.

Tinker. 

Coco.

Blue.

Zero.

Holly. 

Charlie.

Jessie and Max. 

Sponsored by

FIVE 15KG 
BAGS OF 

SKINNER’S 
DOG FOOD
That’s what’s 
in store for 

The Gallery’s 
Top Dog! 

Every month, our Top Dog, 
as chosen by the Your Dog 

team, will win fi ve 15kg bags 
of Skinner’s dog food. This 

month, Labradors Fraser and 
Douglas win Skinner’s Field & 

Trial Junior, which is specifi cally 
formulated for young working 
dogs from approximately six 
months of age (depending on 
the breed) up to 18 months. 

The food follows on from Field 
and Trial puppy to act as the 
link between the puppy and 
adult stage and contains all 

the essential minerals for this 
important period of continued 

growth and development. 
Skinner’s manufactures 

a range of different diets 
and each one has been 

carefully formulated by its 
expert nutritionists to provide 
the correct balance of protein, 

carbohydrate, vitamins, 
and minerals. Whatever the 

age, breed, or activity level of 
your dog, there’s a Skinner’s 

food to suit. 

For details of your 
local Skinner’s stockist, 
call 01379 384247 or 
visit www.skinners 

petfoods.co.uk

WIN!
Rough Collie Angel, from 
Portrush, Co. Antrim.

Beagle Lucy, from 
Colchester, Essex. 
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DELIVERED STRAIGHT

TO YOUR DOOR

Also available in the Marsdens Prestige range:

All major creditcards are accepted.4-day deliveryby  CityLink

Order any two bags of Marsdens Working & Sporting
Dog Food and we will deliver to your door.

To order, please call 0845 7165103
visit our website: www.specialityfeeds.co.uk

     MarsdensFeeds

Highly palatable medium energy feed, a large 
nugget suitable for a wide range of dogs.

DESCRIPTIONPRODUCT PROTEIN

Highly palatable and attractive muesli mix, medium
energy feed suitable for a wide range of dogs.

Highly palatable and nutritious, high energy feed,
a small nugget suitable for small and large dogs alike.

Highly palatable and nutritious, high energy feed, 
suitable for dogs hard at work.

Highly palatable and nutritious, high energy feed, 
containing the added benefits of seaweed, suitable for 
dogs hard at work.

To get your puppy off to a speedy start!  This very 
palatable feed can be fed up to 6 months.

19.0%

20.0%

23.0%

25.0%

23.0%

27.0%

Prestige 19
2831BE

Prestige 20
2825BE

Prestige 23
2832BE

Prestige 25
2827BE

Prestige 25 plus
2833BE

Prestige Puppy 
2830BC  (Excludes VAT)

 

DESCRIPTION

PRODUCT PROTEIN

Highly palatable hypo-allergenic
food, containing salmon and 
potato. Suitable for all fussy
or sensitive dogs.

23.0%

BOXCLEVER PRICE

Prestige Sensitive
2821BE

£25.38 PER BAG

Nutritional excellence from a name you can trust!Nutritional excellence from a name you can trust!

FREE Lintran leadwith your first order!offer ends Friday 30th May 2014
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Stay safe in the 
countryside with 
news and advice 
from access adviser 
Stephen Jenkinson.

Q Bracken, my Springer 
X collie puppy is keen 

to chase the grey squirrels in 
our local wood. I think grey 
squirrels are classed as a pest, 
so is it OK for Bracken to 
chase them? She’d never 
catch them anyway. 
F. Warren, email address. 
STEPHEN SAYS: You are 
correct that because grey 
squirrels are an introduced 
species from North America, 
they don’t get the same 
protection under wildlife laws 
as our native red squirrels 
which are highly protected. 
But if you want Bracken to 
have a long and happy life, 
with as much off-lead exercise 
as possible, don’t let her 
chase any wildlife or farm 
animal, even once. It can easily 
become a very rewarding and 
addictive habit that’s really 
hard to break. 

The fact that Bracken is 
unlikely to catch the squirrels 
is irrelevant. When pet dogs 
are chasing any animal they 
are often out of control, unless 
they have been specifi cally 

trained. Bracken could be 
killed or seriously injured from 
running across a road, over 
a cliff, or into a fi eld of sheep. 

It’s far better for Bracken, 
and your relationship, for you 
to be the most exciting thing 
when out for a walk. That’s far 
more likely to keep her safe 
and under control. So play lots 
of seek and chase games with 
toys that you choose when you 
are out.

Q A local farmer has put 
a ‘No dogs’ sign up on 

a local public footpath now 
that there are sheep and lambs 
in the fi eld. Is this allowed?
K. Day, Yorkshire. 
STEPHEN SAYS: No. Dogs 
can’t be routinely banned from 
public rights of way in England 
and Wales, not even using 
council dog control orders. 

To avoid any confrontation, 
report the sign to your local 
council and ensure your dog is 
always on a short lead in any 
fi eld containing farm animals. 
A good solution would be 
for the farmer to signpost a 
temporary alternative route 
avoiding the sheep.

D uring the worst sea surge 
to hit Jaywick in Essex 

for 60 years, eight evacuated 
residents and their pets were 
refused entry to the local 
council’s emergency shelter, 
and spent all night outside in 
the cold. 

BBC news footage showed 
residents with dogs wrapped 
in space blankets, sitting 
on the entrance to Clacton 
County High School, while 
their homes were soon to be 
fl ooded or destroyed. 

Tendring District Council 
has a progressive animal 
welfare policy that aims to 
provide “a humane district 
for all animals”. But its 
emergency measures were 
compromised by the school’s 
refusal to allow eight people 
with pets anywhere inside the 
facilities for 1,600 pupils. 

The school’s principal, 
Jeff Brindle, claimed pets 
were catered for. “Covered 
external accommodation for 
pets was provided within the 
school grounds using the 
bike sheds and similar areas,” 
he said. 

“A very small group of 
residents decided to stay with 
their pets at the covered front 
entrance as they did not want 
to be apart from them. It was 
their own decision.” 

The need to plan for dogs 
during emergencies was 
highlighted in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina, which 
ripped through New Orleans 
in 2012. Up to 40 per cent 
of people refused to leave 
their homes because they 
didn’t want to leave their pets 
behind, not just to ensure 
their survival, but also due to 
the emotional support that 
pets give when people are 
vulnerable, worried, 
or displaced. 

Elizabeth Ormerod, vet 
and trustee of the Society for 
Companion Animal Studies, 
said: “Pets are regarded as 
important family members by 
most owners. 

“Failure to include animals 
in disaster planning puts 
human lives at risk through 
people being unwilling to be 
parted from them.” 

Shannon Walajtys, 
manager for disasters at 
the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, said: “When 
a disaster strikes, animals are 
many times the only livelihood 
that can be salvaged. 

“It is imperative that 
people prepare for an 
evacuation plan for their 
entire family, including pets. 
Practice your plan and keep it 
up-to-date.” 

Storm shelter ban 
for dog owners

 
Stephen Jenkinson is 
an access adviser to 
Your Dog Magazine, 
the Kennel Club, 
local authorities, and 
the government. 
He’s also a pet 
behaviour counsellor, 
covering the 
Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland. He lives 
in Orkney with his 
Border Collie, Jess. 

ABOUT STEPHEN

News Your Qs & As

Dogs cannot be routinely 
banned from public footpaths. 
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K 1 LABRADORS                Wylanbriar

Temperament and health are our priorities. 
Established 1994, a small companion and 

competition kennel, KCABS member, with dogs 
from a mix of show and working lines. Stud dogs 

in all three colours to health tested bitches. 
See our detailed website: www.wylanbriar.com

2 COCKER SPANIEL

3  ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIELS  Androlitate

Kennel Club Assured Breeder of Fully 
Health Tested Working Line Springers 
in Congleton, Cheshire. Exceptional 
Bloodlines, Home Reared & Trained. 
Superb Temperament, Socialised to 
Canine, Feline, Equine and Human.
D & D, DNA’d & Fully Eye Tested. 
Multiple Dogs & Generations can 

be viewed

www.Pro2You.co.uk
Tel: Andrew Preston on 07796 444 321

4  PUGS                   Tsuselena
KC Assured Breeder. 
Helpful and friendly 

advice always 
given. 

For details of 
quality, home 

reared puppies and 
lifetime support...

Contact Sue Lee T: 01142886407 
email: tsuselena@tiscali.co.uk

 5 GERMAN SHEPHERDS               Beinhard

BEINHARD GERMAN SHEPHERDS
KC Assured Breeder. Puppies available. 

Both parents hip/elbow x-rayed. Sire tested 
clear from haemophilia and CDRM. KC 
reg, tattooed, insured, Vet checked, 1st 
vaccinations can be given. Also Working 

bloodlines. Help & advice always available. 
Tel: 01652 618623 (N Lincs)

email: barbara.banyard@tiscali.co.uk
www.beinhard.uk.com

Puppies Puppies 
availableavailable

6 GOLDEN RETRIEVERS
KC Assured Breeders of 
golden retrievers, with superb 
temperaments. Home reared 
puppies sometimes available.  
Hip/elbow xrayed parents, 4 
generations can be seen. Lifetime 
support. Advice on puppies or stud dogs available.

Suzi Golder 01487 830609
summeramba@aol.com

www.summeramba.co.uk

7 FRENCH BULLDOGS

Need help and advice?
Contact :

The FRENCH BULLDOG 
CLUB of ENGLAND.

Thinking about buying 
a French Bulldog?

www.frenchbulldogclubofengland.org.uk
email: honsecfbce@aol.com

8 BORDER TERRIERS

  9 BULLDOGS                   Gwenstan
 Home of happy, good 
quality Bulldogs - bred 
for the love of the 
breed! 
Help and advice
always given.
Mrs GE Biddle-Edwards

 T: 01487 814 331 (Cambs)

10 STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER 11 MINIATURE SCHNAUZERS
‘NENEVALE’ 

MINIATURE 
SCHNAUZERS

Black/silver or white puppies 
and Champions at stud.

Jenny Harrison-Smith. 
KC ‘Breeder of Excellence’. 

Tel: 01780 783179
nenevale@talktalk.net
www.nenevale.co.uk

12 CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL 13 SHIH TZUS            Petilla

An exceptionally loving, loyal and 
courageous little dog. Has a lively, 
friendly happy nature, loves lounging 
at home but also loves to romp and 
play with a slightly mischievious air. 
A sacred breed. Petilla Shih Tzus 
are lovingly home reared. Puppies 
occasionally available. Mum can be 
seen. For more information 
tel: 01406 540283

For information about - Buying Puppies, Health Issues, 
Breed Advice and Events and All Breed Club Secretaries: 

Contact Marion Seeney 01235 835207 

The Breed Council holds the health of the 
breed as a primary importance and all 
matters relating to Boxer health can be 

found on the health pages on our website 

www.boxerbreedcouncil.co.uk

14 BOXERS

16 CHIHUAHUA (smooth coat)           Sharamka

Featuring 
‘You have my heart’Tel: 02089 931778

www.chihuahualondon.org.uk

Specialising in the smooth 
coat Chihuahua.

For type & conformation 
in a variety of colours.

Puppies sometimes 
available

15 LHASA APSO 17 WHIPPET

18 WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER

Barisse Miniature Smooth Dachshunds
PRA Clear Chocolate, Brindle and Black & Tan dogs at stud. 

Help & advice freely given. Kennel Club Assured Breeder
Ann Shelton 01733 211175

ann.shelton@btopenworld.com

19 MINIATURE SMOOTH DACHSHUNDS 20 CHIHUAHUA (long coat)                 mykadein

The Chihuahuas at Toad Hall 
Simply the Best …

Mrs Pamela Barford (Staffs)
T: 01538 722917/724067 M: 07564 291485 

Email: mykadein@hotmail.co.uk

Puppies & young adults in all colours 
available to Pet or Show vetted homes. 

Reasonable prices. 
Help & advice freely given at all times.
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CLASSIFIED 
Loads of doggy stuff...

Check out our website
www.animalcarecollege.co.uk

or contact us
for a Prospectus
Index House, Ascot
Berkshire SL5 7ET

01344 636 436
admin@animalcarecollege.co.uk

Providing quality accredited 
distance learning courses for 

the pet care sector

www.yourdog.co.uk

 DOG FIRST AID COURSES & KITS

 01284 811192  07758 739332

 Veterinary Professional Led 
Courses from only £35

All over England
www.animalaiders.co.uk

 ‘Be a Better Prepared Dog Owner’

Coping with the 
loss of a pet?

Pet Bereavement Support Service

0800 096 6606
pbssmail@bluecross.org.uk
www.bluecross.org.uk

Blue Cross is a charity registered in England and Wales (224392) and in Scotland (SC040154).

M
7078/1212

BEREAVEMENT

BREEDING

Learn to Microchip!
Veterinary-Led courses

All over the UK

 www.microchipping.com
New Mini (8mm) now available

Learn to Heal DogsLearn to Heal Dogs
Through Shiatsu TherapyThrough Shiatsu Therapy

❑ Start a fulfi lling New Career, Full or Part Time
❑ Add to or boost your existing Canine Business
❑ Train with a Qualifi ed Teacher 
    in an Internationally 
    recognised School

Jacqueline Cook-Molony B.H.S AI 
Teacher, Trainer, Behaviourist, Healer, Therapist

Tel: 07721 739973 or 01547 530871
www.shiatsu-for-people-horses-dogs.com

~The Natural way to heal problems in Dogs~

WWW.YOURDOG.CO.UK

Please mention
Your Dog Magazine 

when replying to 
advertisements

Brunel Microscopes Ltd
www.brunelmicroscopes.co.uk

http://www.brunelmicroscopes.co.uk/whelping.html
SPOT ESTRUS SCIENTIFICALLY & ENSURE 

SUCCESSFUL MATING EVERY TIME
Bitch kits include microscope
from £150 tel: 01249462655

Find out more from Brunel Microscopes Ltd
Unit 2 Vincients Road Chippenham SN14 6NQ

www.leadinleather.co.uk

Tel/Text: 07874 747 348 
or Tel: 01833 650069

Email: karenbeeny@live.com

*Bespoke* *Repairs* *Alterations*

Traditional 
Hand-Stitched 
Bridle Leather 

Dog Collars 
& Leads

COLLARS AND LEADS

Hand Stitched
Leather Collars up to

2 inches wide
Combination Collars & Matching Leads, any 

length up to 1 inch wide.
Variety of colours with solid brass fi ttings.

Variety of studs available.
Tel Tim on 02380 282237

If you’re mad about dogs, you’ll love our
Professional Dog Grooming course.

- 10 days intensive academy training
- Commercial Grooming Kit included
- Instructional DVD’s
- Complete Business Start-up including

your very own website, business cards,
access to salon supplies and so much
more

www.learnnow.org.uk     01392 581038

Distance Learning College

Over 300

courses available

COURSES

07535 980007

COURSES

www.trovercoats.com

Bone Dry® drying coat.
Protect, dog, car and home

GB made, 11 stock sizes

01481 823209

(photo acknowledgement (photo acknowledgement 
Pippins Chocolates)Pippins Chocolates)

DOG COATS

Quality Gifts for 
dog lovers and 
their canine friends.  
Shop on-line at  

The Dog Gallery

Dog & Bone: 01904 636995
www.thedoggallery.co.uk

GIFTS

New Pets and 
Pups 2014

Find your breed 
Hall 3 120

N

F

T: 01905 381440 W: www.foszies.co.uk

Foszies GiftwareFoszies GiftwareFoszies GiftwareFoszies Giftware

Personalised dog 
candles to look 
like your pets

01202 594767
serendipitycandlecompany@gmail.com
www.serendipitycandlecompany.com

Serendipity Candle Company

“Unique, quirky and so recognisably his!”
This is the perfect keepsake for dog lovers

everywhere... a Snozza! Your own dog’s
unique nose print captured in solid silver!

GIFTS

GROOMING

HEALTH

BE IN SAFE HANDS WITH ALL YOUR BEHAVIOUR & 
TRAINING NEEDS

• Qualifi ed Professional Behaviour Consultant
• Tellington TTouch Training: 1-1 and group workshops 

• Puppy & Adult Dog Training
• Full Member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers 

(MAPDT 00878) • KC Good Citizen classes
• Educational workshops • Canine First Aid workshops

E: jc.pets@yahoo.co.uk
T: 0191 3731185
www.jochurlish.co.uk

Jo Churlish
Animal Behaviour 

& Training
Handmade, luxurious 

dog treats, cupcakes and 
birthday cakes for dogs.

www.bertzpetbakery.co.uk
 sales@bertzpetbakery.co.uk
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Reserve your 
copy of Your Dog 

Magazine 
– JUST ASK YOUR LOCAL 

NEWSAGENT OR 
NEAREST BRANCH OF 

WHSMITH

HEALTH

NATURAL HEALTH

ELASTIN TREATS 
for dogs

FOR ASSISTANCE TO KEEP MOBILE.
See how good it is...
Try a FREE sample

Ron Fields 01432 851111
www.ronfi eldsnutrition.co.uk

K9-Massage.co.uk

No Nasties, Just Nature
 The Biggest Range of Canine
 Natural Healthcare Products

 Online!

Shop Online Today!
or Request Your FREE

Brochure!

All treatments are carried out by qualified members of staff • Please call us now for 
further details and to book your appointment • Open seven days a week

Animal Therapy Centre @ Moulton College

Moulton College • West Street • Moulton • Northampton • NN3 7RR
01604 493152 • therapy.centre@moulton.ac.uk • www.moulton.ac.uk

Canine Hydrotherapy

Could your dog have joint problems? Arthritis?
Does your dog..?
• Suffer with stiffness in the cold weather?
• Show signs of lameness after exercise?
• Get stiff when getting up after resting or sleeping?
• Seem hesitant when attempting to run, jump or climb?
• Struggle to jump in and out of the car like they used to?

HYDROTHERAPY

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Brush up your skills,  
whilst developing  
your career.

www.petsathomejobs.com

Grooming Opportunities
Salon Managers, Stylists,  
Assistant Stylists  
Various locations around the UK 
£Attractive
Right now, we are looking for colleagues to join  
the UK’s biggest grooming salon network.

DOG AND OWNER RETREAT 
HOLIDAY Healing, Therapies, Full 
board, Like minded people. Qualify in 
Animal Energy Balancing and visit the 
Welsh coastal Dolphins too! Bliss!  
Bookings at: 
www.thespiritualdogtrainer.com

HOLIDAY RETREATS

JEWELLERY

Telephone: 01743 343135
enquiries@annereevesjewellery.co.uk
www.annereevesjewellery.co.uk

Handcrafted Solid Sterling Silver 
Contemporary Jewellery

Paw Print 
Collection

Prices start at 
£15

 LINTRAN
Light, Cool & Washable 

Transit Boxes and Trailers

 A full range of custom-made or 
universal dog boxes, many boxes from 

stock, equipment drawers, guards 
and liners. Dog trailers, tailgates and 

all gundog training equipment.
Full van kitting out service.

Tel: 01673 885959
Fax/Tel: 01673 885956

www.lintran.co.uk
Lintran (YD), Brentwood House, Lincoln Road, 
Faldingworth, Market Rasen, Lincs, LN8 3SF

Lintran price promise – We will not be 
beaten on price, quality or service.
PATENTED & COPYRIGHT PROTECTED ALL 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

KENNELS AND RUNS

Over 40 years service 
to man’s best friend. 
www.barjo.co.uk 

Specialist in Bespoke products from tailgate 
guards to tailor made cages.

Call: 01189890240
Email:info@barjo.co.uk

KENNELS AND RUNS

PET PORTRAITS. A Special Gift.
Call Isabel 024 7646 2885.
email: isabelclark@talktalk.net
www.petportraits.org www.VillageArt.co.uk

PORTRAITS

PET MEMORIALS
 INDIVIDUAL PET MEMORIALS by 
craftsmen. Stone, marble, granite 
remembrance tablets. New full colour 
brochure on request. Tel: 01672 516797 
www.mjsly.co.uk

 Strong metal 
alloy
Prices from 
£32.46 
(inc VAT & Delivery)

PRODUCTS

The power to stand. The power to stop. 
The power to go! Help improve your dog’s 
mobility with these cotton socks. Improve 

traction, prevent slipping on wooden/
laminate/tiled fl ooring, protect sensitive or 
injured paws. Ideal for dogs with arthritis 

& hip dysplasia. Fashionable too! 

Power Paws Non-Slip Socks for Dogs

Visit www.anythingdogz.co.uk 
or call 01707 690 395

£16.99 
(pack of 4) 
plus p&p

Lucky 
Pets 
Beds

www.muttcutz.co.uk

Tel: 01246 436131

We Stock

Danish 
Design

Weatherbeeta 
for Pets 

10%10%
offer on
fi rst

order

01241 830421/07947 847922
or e-mail sales@dogdoors.co.uk

www.dogdoors.co.uk

 PLEXIDOR PET DOORS PLEXIDOR PET DOORS
Strong and Secure yet Quiet.
Weatherproof and Lockable 

these doors are Hard-wearing.
Safe and Easy to use 

as well as Self-closing.

FREEDOM 
AND 

CONVENIENCE 
FOR YOU AND 

YOUR PET.
For more 

information or a 
free brochure

please call 
Pet Products on

Made In the UK, 
shop online at
www.woofandmeow.co.uk

Dog Collars, 
Harnesses 
and Leads.

 www.petcetera.co.uk 01948 668100 

 SEE US AT CRUFTS! HALL 5 STAND 26 

SEE US AT CRUFTS! 

 
 

NEW lines added to stock 

 
 

Pure Paws Demos available 

 
 

Pick up your BRAND NEW 
2014/15 Catalogue - FREE 

WWW.YOURDOG.CO.UK
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TRAINING AND TUITION

Fabulous Collars, Leads, Harnesses & Trendy Clothes

www.designerpetshop.co.uk

WEB BROWSER

PRODUCTS

www.purplepawstore.co.uk
Visit our online shop for quality accessories for your dog

 www.kennelmate.co.uk
Dog Beds of Distinction. For All Breeds indoors or out

Tel: 07970 765637 Buy on-line or mail order 

Want to become a dog groomer?
Get your career started by 

training with the best.
FREE Day Tasters

Tel: 01535 661776 enquiries@looknorth.net
www.looknorth-groomingtraining.co.uk

UK’S GROOMING SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 2013
at the industry recognised Liz Paul awards

Would you like to 
learn more about Dog 
Training Instruction or 

Canine Behaviour?
Please visit our website 

www.amcbt.com 
and open the page 

‘Forthcoming Courses’ 
for information on our 

excellent courses.

023 9237 0909
info@amcbt.com
www.amcbt.com

of Modern Canine 
Behaviour & Training

Would you like you and your dog to work like a drug 
dog team, detecting legal odours, then k9seekit is 
for you! 
Why not spend a weekend in the 
beautiful Usk Valley, training at a 
weekend workshop, run by a drug 
dog trainer/handler, from Friday 
to Sunday, B&B available locally. 

K9SEEKIT

Visit our website www.k9seekit.co.uk to see what this 
exciting new k9 sport is all about. Tel: 07411 212268

Because your dog NOSE how to have fun!

TRAINING AND TUITION

for more information.

Get Your Dog on your 
iPad, Kindle Fire,

or Android device!
YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO TRAINING, BEHAVIOUR, HEALTH AND GENERAL CARE
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www.yourdog.co.uk

Search your app store for 
‘Your Dog Magazine’ or visit

Email: info@adolescentdogs.com 
Tel: 07734 034 563

www.adolescentdogs.com

Why choose us? 

•Experienced team of 9 Instructors offering tailor-made expert tuition. 
•Faster, more effective and longer lasting results with 2-4 hours 

training everyday.
•Real life training all done on location to ensure reliable results. 
•Comfortable, stress free home boarding living with the trainers 

family.
•Dogs learn better and are happier when living in a home instead of 

kennels.
•Our high standards, top quality training and aftercare speaks for 

itself and is backed up by real client testimonials and training videos.

Fast, effective training using 
proven methods - we guarantee to 

change your dogs behaviour.

£100
Discount Vouchers 

Available

Residential Dog Training

TRAINING AND TUITION

Come fl y with me — and my dog! The healing power of herbs

 Teach your dog to sit up and beg A survival guide to fun dog shows
Come fl y with me — and my dog! The healing power of herbs

 Teach your dog to sit up and beg A survival guide to fun dog shows

The on-lead, off-lead debate

Who let

THE BIG C
Coping 
with cancer

NATURE OR 
NURTURE?
The making 
of a dog 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR

10 things to do with 

your pet this April 

11 pages
of Qs & As, 

tips and advice

EXTRAAnswers
Dog

EASING AN ITCH

SEPARATION 

ANXIETY

PLAY NICELY!

YOUR 
PUPPY
GUIDE

THE IRISH 

WOLFHOUND

BUILDING A 

BRIGHTER FUTURE  

— THE PUPPY PLAN
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UK only
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Rehoming a rescue dog?
For rescue advice, including videos, criteria and preparation, visit:

www.yourdog.co.uk/rescue

There are so many dogs in rescue centres waiting for their forever homes — why don’t 
you rehome a rescue for your next pet? Contact any of the rescue centres below and 
see if you can help a rescue dog.

Greyhounds and lurchers make 
great pets - if you’re looking to 
give a loving home to a needy 

hound, then call us today! 

Registered charity 1131399

 CHESHIRE DOGS HOME
225 Knutsford Rd, Grappenhall, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA4 3JZ

MANCHESTER DOGS HOME
Moss Brook Road, Harpurhey, 
Manchester, M9 5PG

Low price neutering scheme 
for all dogs.100’s of puppies 
& dogs needing loving homes

Tel: 0871 9181212
www.dogshome.net

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home
4 Battersea Park Road, 
London SW8 4AA
Battersea at Old Windsor
Priest Hill, Old Windsor, 
Berkshire SL4 2JN
Battersea at Brands Hatch
Crowhurst Lane, Ash, 
Kent TN15 7HH

020 7622 3626
www.battersea.org.uk

 LAST CHANCE 
ANIMAL RESCUE
Kent, Surrey & Sussex Area
Permanently looking for loving 

homes for dogs. 
We operate a non destruct policy.

Open to the public every day 10am-3pm except Tuesdays
www.lastchanceanimalrescue.co.uk

Tel: 01732 865530

Could you Sponsor 
a Labrador in Need?

More details on the 
scheme from:

The Labrador Lifeline Trust
www.labrador-lifeline.co.uk

Selabres @btconnect.com Tel 01256 884027

Rescue enquiries: rescue@bulliesinneed.info
Telephone: 07780 541143

Bullies In Need
Rescuing and rehoming Bull 
Breeds throughout the UK.

www.bulliesinneed.info

Registered Charity 
No. 1136306
We are an 

independant 
registered charity 

based in South 
Shropshire. We rescue dogs of all breeds and offer 

them a second chance of a loving new life.
T: 01299 270406

E: jutta552@gmail.com
Birch Hill Dog Rescue, Birch Hill Kennels, 

Neen Sollars, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire
DY14 0AQ

www.birchhilldogrescue.org.uk

Birch Hill Dog Rescue

ARAS DOG RESCUE

Specialising in 
German Shepherds/
D0G TRAINING/AGILITY
Tel: 01234 743797

Over 40 years 
experience. 
Kennel Club 

approved

Tel: 01344 882689
pineridgedogs@yahoo.co.uk

Est 1958
Reg. Charity: 256728

 Priory Road, Ascot, Berks SL5 8RJ

We rescue abused and 
abandoned Foxhounds.
Every hound is neutered, 
micro-chipped, vaccinated 
and accessed, before putting 
up for adoption.

http://foxhoundwelfareuk.jimdo.com 
or ring 01912961761

Dog Aid Society of Scotland
Dog Re-homing • Neutering Vouchers

Veterinary Aid • Become a Member
www.dogaidsociety.com

0131 - 668 - 3633
60 Blackford Avenue, Edinburgh EH9 3ER 

Reg Charity No SC001 918 

 New Bartholomew Street, Digbeth, Birmingham B5 5QS

Tel: 0121 643 5211

Rescuing and rehoming 
Border Collies 

throughout the UK.
Tel: 0871 5602282

Why not subscribe to 
Border Collie World 
quarterly magazine

www.bordercollietrustgb.org.uk
Charity No. 1053585

Registered Charity No. 298348.

Call: 0844 248 8181 Visit: www.woodgreen.org.uk 
Or Email: info@woodgreen.org.uk

FOAL FARM 
ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE

Jail Lane Biggin Hill 
Kent TN16 3AX

Homes wanted for cats, dogs, rabbits & other pets

01959 572386  www.foalfarm.org.uk

Registered Charity 201654

01388 60600001388 606000
www.staffordshirebullterrierwelfare.co.ukwww.staffordshirebullterrierwelfare.co.uk

North Eastern Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier Rescue

 GREYHOUND RESCUE WALES
THE LEADING ALL-WALES GREYHOUND

CHARITY, RESCUING GREYHOUNDS
AND LURCHERS SINCE 1993

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

EMAIL: INFO@GREYHOUND

RESCUEWALES.CO.UK

WWW.GREYHOUNDRESCUEWALES.CO.UK

TEL: 0300 0123999
 REGISTERED CHARITY 

NO. 1059733

Why not help us help animals by 
becoming a friend of Lord Whisky and 

receive our quarterly newsletter
Send a cheque for £10 to:

The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund, 
Park House, Stelling Minnis, 
Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6AN

T: 01303 862622 
www.lordwhisky.co.uk

RESCUE CENTRES

Reg Charity no: 1059122 

We have been caring for 
Labradors since 1996. 

Could you help by being a rehoming 
volunteer, or fostering a needy dog 
(all relevant expenses paid).  

It is very rewarding

LABRADOR RESCUE 
SOUTH EAST & CENTRAL

Tel. 0870 9917382 
www.loveyourlabrador.co.uk
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Then take a look through our ‘Puppy fi nder’. You’ll discover a number of pups and 
breeders listed here, all under their specifi c breed headings, so whether you’re 
looking for a Pug or a Poodle, we can help you on your way to fi nd the canine partner 
of your dreams.

PUPPY FINDER Looking for a puppy?

Registered Charity No. 227523

For your nearest centre, call
08457 64 6000 or visit

dogstrust.org.uk

Looking for a lovely 
Border Collie?

BORDER COLLIES

Stunning puppies from Czech/DDR Bloodlines.
The ideal companion for the active family.

WWW.NYRVANA.CO.UK
01462 730464 (Hertfordshire)

NYRVANA GSDs
for work or family petfor work or family pet

 HERNWOOD GORDON SETTERS
 Home-reared puppies 

available. 
Breeding/showing 

Gordon Setters for 30 years.
Contact Pete & Chris Sandiford
Tel. 01582 842242 (Herts)

GORDON SETTERS

Registered Charity No. 227523

For your nearest centre, call
08457 64 6000 or visit

dogstrust.org.uk

Looking for a lovely 
Lurcher?

LURCHERS

T: 07956 198086
www.kimberlenes-labradoodles.co.uk

T: 07956 198086
www.kimberlenes-labradoodles.co.uk

KIMBERLENESKIMBERLENES

LABRADOODLES

OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOGS

 OLD ENGLISH 
SHEEPDOG

 OLD ENGLISH 
SHEEPDOG

Quality pedigree puppies, 
lovingly reared by caring 

experienced breeder
01656 890511
07836 583824

PAPILLONS

HILLSORG PAPILLON puppies 
sometimes available, lovingly indoor 
reared. Top international bloodlines.  
Registered, inoculated, insured.
Tel: 01784 450104 (Nr Heathrow)

LAUDLEY PYRENEANS
Established 1950

Beautiful puppies available 
now. Also older puppies, house 
and lead trained. Well bred for 

temperament and quality.
Home Of Champions. Mrs B. R. Lord, 

Weobley Marsh, Hereford. Tel: 01544 318244

PYRENEAN MOUNTAIN DOGS

Registered Charity No. 227523

For your nearest centre, call
08457 64 6000 or visit

dogstrust.org.uk

Looking for a lovely 
Staffie?

STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIERS

Puppy love

www.yourpuppy.co.uk

MANCHESTER TERRIERS

TYBURN MANCHESTER TERRIERS 
Accolade of Excellence. Puppies 
sometimes available. Nerolie de Lavis-
Trafford Tel: 01635 253643 email: 
holdfast@trafftybe.free-online.co.uk 
www.tyburn-manchester.co.uk

 PEDIGREE 
WESTIE PUPS

 PEDIGREE
WESTIE PUPS

Lovingly reared. Wormed & 
Insured. Super characters, 

excellent pedigree, ideal pets.

01656 890511
07836 583824

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIERS

GERMAN SHEPHERDS

CELTICWOLF ALASKAN MALAMUTES. 
Kennel Club Assured Breeder. Showing 
& Working training available. Also 
Rehabilitation & Pack leader training. 
Visitors welcome. 01559 371696
www.alaskanmalamuteuk.co.uk

ALASKAN MALAMUTES

ADORABLE COCKAPOO AND 
MALTIPOO puppies occasionally 
available from health tested parents with 
lovely temperaments. For friendly help 
and advice, telephone 07980 865 284
www.marleycockapoos.co.uk

COCKAPOOS

Home of CLANLEE Show Dogs
12 Champions
4 International Champions
Best Bitch Crufts 2013
European Winner 2009
43 Best of Breed

COTONSTAR

peter@cotonstar.com

COTON DE TULEARS

For advice on buying and owning a 
Dachshund, download our free 44 page 

e-book at: 
www.dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

Dachshund Breed CouncilDachshund Breed Council

For Dachshund health and welfare information, visit:
www.dachshundhealth.org.uk

Contact Secretary Lesley Brown Tel: 01404 861433
E-mail: secretary@dachshundbreedcouncil.org.uk

DACHSHUNDS

THE MIDLAND DOBERMANN CLUB 
www.midland-dobermann-club.co.uk
Fostering the interests of the Dobermann 
since 1967. Help and Advice. Puppy 
Sales List. Events-Shows. 
Contact: 01773 788485
email a.fi sher20@ntlworld.com
0115 9321698
remesca@aol.com

DOBERMANNS

GERMAN SHEPHERDS

AT STUD - GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG 
(black & gold). All Imp German breeding.
Hip score 3 x 3. Champion show standard. 
To approved bitches only £500.  
Tel: 01754 810508. Ring after 6pm.

OLGAYAN 
GERMAN SHEPHERDS
Temperament a priority. 

Puppies occasionally 
available.

Crufts Winners.
Tel. 01457 854985

www.olgayangsds.co.uk

HOME REARED VIZSLA PUPPIES 
Bred for temperament, ready May.
Three generations entered Crufts. 
HVC Approved Breeder.
Tel: 01353 624 443 (Cambridgeshire)

HUNGARIAN VIZSLAS

ADORABLE MALTIPOO AND 
COCKAPOO puppies occasionally 
available from health tested parents with 
lovely temperaments. For friendly help 
and advice, telephone 07980 865 284
www.marleycockapoos.co.uk

MALTIPOOS

QUALITY NEWFOUNDLAND PUPPIES 
black and landseer from fully health 
tested parents. Kind knowledgeable 
homes please.
Contact Sue 01202241703 Dorset

NEWFOUNDLANDS

Fawn, Black & Apricot, all pups KC Registered, 
health checked, wormed etc. 

From £800. Help & advice freely given. 
Tel: 01775 630585 

or 01775 630616 (South Lincs)

 EASTONITE PUGS
40 years 

experience. 
X-rayed, 

healthy stock. 
Nine 

Champion 
Dogs at stud.

PUGS

AIVLYS TIBETAN TERRIERS - puppies 
available. KC Registered & insured. 
Both parents hip & eye tested, including 
PLL. Excellent temperaments. Reared in 
home. Tel: 01403 272049
email: suegarner@btinternet.com

TIBETAN TERRIERS

TIBETAN TERRIERS

 LASANG 
TIBETAN TERRIERS
 All parents are hip scored 
and eye tested, potential 

show or just lovely 
companions. 

Assured Breeders with 
the Kennel Club. 
Puppies available.

 Mrs A Draper-Andrews 
T: 01428 724430 (Hants)

E: angela@ttdogs.co.uk • www.ttdogs.co.uk

WIRE HAIRED FOX TERRIERS

WIREDHAIRED FOX TERRIER 
PUPPIES AVAILABLE. KC Registered, 
Vaccinated, Championship breed. 
Tel: 01329 235 944 
Mobile: 079744 36283

YORKSHIRE TERRIERS

YORKSHIRE TERRIERS. Kennel Club 
Assured Breeder, puppies sometimes 
available. Mrs Harman
Tel: 01954 210 589 (Cambs)
email: jean@papaloka.co.uk

Quality, home-reared, cute, loyal 
toy breed. Sweet natured and 
affectionate. Excellent temperaments 
and pedigree. Small size available. 
Suitable show/pet. KC available. Mum 
can be seen. Help and advice given. 
References Available. 
Tel: 01406 540283

PETILLA YORKSHIRE TERRIER PUPPIES
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HELP IS AT HAND
If you need professional help with your dog, but are confused about who to ask, you’ve come to 
the right place. All dog trainers and behaviourists advertising in these pages are members of the 
APDT, GODT, CIDBT, BIPDT, APBC, CAPBT, UKRCB or KCAI.

This means they are qualifi ed instructors and follow a strict code of conduct.

NORTH
COUNTY DURHAM
JO CHURLISH ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR
& TRAINING Qualifi ed Professional 
Behaviour Consultant. Tellington 
TTouch Training: 1-1 and group 
workshops. Puppy & Adult Dog 
Training. Full Member of the 
Association of Pet Dog Trainers 
(MAPDT 00878). KC Good Citizen 
classes. Educational workshops. 
Canine First Aid workshops.
Tel: 0191 3731185 www.jochurlish.co.uk

LANCASHIRE
DEBORAHS DOG TRAINING & 
BEHAVIOUR CENTRE 
Deborah Gornall 01772 864585
www.deborahsdogtraining.co.uk
dogtrainingcentre@gmail.com
MBIPDT, APTD, KCAI (CD* RC), 
LPDTI, NVQ3 and C&G.

RACHEL BEAN RVN
0161 6260269/07788 956164
www.rachelbean.co.uk
Full member of CFBA

LEEDS
RICHARD EDGE KCAI
Companion dog training classes 
and one to one training, behavioural 
consultations and practical 
workshops.
Tel: 07590406651 / 01132607292
Email: dog.trainer@sky.com
Website: www.suburbandogtrainer.co.uk

NORTHUMBERLAND
DERWENTOAK COMPANION 
DOG CLUB. Jeanette Allison, 
instructor and Behaviourist. 01434 
230002. jallisondwk@aol.com
www.derwentoakcompaniondogclub.
co.uk   MAPDT no. 182.

NORTH YORKSHIRE
CAST DOG TRAINING provides:- 
KCGCDS Classes plus, Gundog, 
Agility, Triebball, 1-2-1 training.
01609 748861
www.castdogtraining.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL 
BEHAVIOUR TRAINING COLLEGE 
(IABTC) Courses and Workshops 
for Instructors, Behaviourists & 
Enthusiasts. www.iabtc.co.uk
info@iabtc.co.uk for full Prospectus.

TYNE AND WEAR
K-9 ACADEMY. - NORTH SHIELDS.
Joy Cook APDT 552 and
Susan Candlish APDT 835
www.k9-academy.co.uk

MIDLANDS
DERBYSHIRE
HAZEL DOG TRAINING. 
Contact Hazel Reynolds
on 01159 324207.
www.hazeldogtraining.co.uk
Member of the APDT,
KCAI & trainer for Dog AID.

CAPABLE CANINES. 
Contact Jacky Motts on 01283 
716892 or 07977447264.  
www.capablecanines.co.uk
KC Listed

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
DOGFATHER TRAINING
Graeme Hall MGoDT (MT).
Tel: 01604 493007
www.DogfatherTraining.co.uk  MGoDT

WARWICKSHIRE
DOGFATHER TRAINING
Graeme Hall MGoDT (MT).
Tel: 01604 493007
www.DogfatherTraining.co.uk
MGoDT

EAST
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
FENLAND DOG TRAINING 
Amanda Wall 07762 969394
www.fenlanddogtraining.co.uk 
ACFBA, GoDT (MT), KCAI

ESSEX/SUFFOLK
CHIPPERS SCHOOL FOR DOGS 
Professionally, trained, qualifi ed, 
experienced instructors.
KCAI. CSDT. KCGC Awards. 
Obedience. Agility. HTM.
www.chippersdogtraining.co.uk
Tel. 01799 584373.

LINCOLNSHIRE
LINCS DOG TRAINING.
Contact Lorraine Rohland
on 01400 230965.
www.lincsdogtraining.co.uk
Member of the APDT 01054.

RUFF DIAMONDS.
Fun reward-based training in and 
around Grantham. 
Fiona Granger APDT(1160)
07745 297852
www.ruffdiamonddogs.co.uk

PMP K9 TRAINING SCHOOL
Pat Mileham Tel. 0800 3283013
www.pmpk9trainingschool.co.uk
MBIPDT, ISO9001:2008

A1 DOG TRAINING SCHOOL.  
Contact Jill Notley on
Tel. 01526 834161 or 07752 587531.
jill@aonedogs.plus.com
Member of the APDT 00895.

NORFOLK
WHITE PAW PROFESSIONAL DOG 
TRAINING SERVICES
Daryll Pleasants MBIPDT
Telephone 07401 633636
www.whitepawprofessional
dogtraining.com
Specializing in canine behavioural 
problems and correctional training.

NORFOLK DOG TRAINING CENTRE
BIPDT / KCAI instructors. Group 
Classes and one to one training 
Tel. 01379 852499 
www.norfolkdogtraining.co.uk

SOUTH
BEDFORDSHIRE/
HERTFORDSHIRE
MALCOLM JOHNSON 
MGODT & NDTIC. Professional 
Canine Behaviour Correction
www.thedogtrainerand
behaviourist.co.uk 
Mobile: 07858 399344

BERKSHIRE
TELLINGTON TTOUCH 
Training with Toni Shelbourne 
Workshops/Demos/Talks/1-2-1s
ttouch1@btconnect.com
0118 9413270
www.tellingtontouch.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX
DOG TRAINER?
Want to be one or be the best?
Exceptional Courses.
www.caninestudiescollege.co.uk

HAMPSHIRE
NEWBURY LODGE DOG 
TRAINING CENTRE. 
Contact Peter Branch 
or Anji Forte
on 01264 736466.  
Email: newburylodgetraining@gmail.
com
Kennel Club GCDS all levels, 
Master Trainer with the Guild of 
Dog Trainers,
Diploma in behaviour.
7302 in Teaching
www.newburylodgekennels.co.uk

DR CANDY D’SA BSc (Hons) MSc 
PhD. Animal Behaviour Consultant 
and Expert Witness in Animal Law. 
Full Member APBC. Registered 
Expert in the Sweet & Maxwell Expert 
Witness Directory.
www.petconsultant.co.uk
07788 872728/ 01420 83314

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT DOG TRAINING 
INSTRUCTION OR CANINE 
BEHAVIOUR? Please visit our 
website www.amcbt.com and open 
the page ‘Forthcoming Courses’ for 
information on our excellent courses.
T: 023 9237 0909
E: info@amcbt.com

HERTFORDSHIRE
REGAN’S DOG TRAINING
Regan Skinner.
Professional service based on
years of proven experience.
Member of the B.I.P.D.T.
http://www.regansdogtraining.co.uk/

KENT
ABC FOR DOGS. 
Contact Adrian Kollnberger B.A.Hons 
(Canine Behaviour and Training)
on 01634 220018 or 07939 203414.
www.abcfordogs.co.uk
Members of CFBA & GODT.

MIDDLESEX
Jules Martin
Master Trainer with GoDT, CIDBT
One to one training of puppies and 
adult dogs. Training basic needs 
for everyday living. Support dog 
training, see “ A morning with Buddy” 
on YouTube. Training for individual 
needs of client. Clicker training. 
Positive reinforcement techniques. 
Advanced behavioural skills. Confl ict 
issues - dog on dog aggression/dog 
on human aggression. Rescue dogs 
rehabilitation. Help educate owners 
to achieve a harmonious relationship 
with own dog. Tel: 07812-776950
julesmartindogtrainer@hotmail.
co.uk

SURREY
CANINE WHISPERS. 
‘Don’t live with behaviour problems; 
let’s make a difference together!’ 
Behaviour consultation, obedience. 
07757 649893 
canine-whispers@hotmail.co.uk
www.dog-behaviour-caninewhispers.
com
AdVAB, ADipCBM, MIACE, ASAB,
full member UKRCB

KIRSTEN DILLON FROM FINGS 
FOR FIDO. Qualifi ed trainer/
behaviourist using force free methods 
and continually updating her 
knowledge.
Telephone: 07958 592482 or 
01932 429538. APDT, GoDT, CIDBT, 
IACE, ISAP and Offi cial trainer for 
Dog AID.

PELE K9 Ts. 
Peter Whittaker UDip CTBM, MBIPDT, 
LPDTI.
Contact 01306 631 258. 
http://www.pelek9.co.uk
ps.whittaker@btinternet.com

SUSSEX
MID SUSSEX DOG TRAINING 
SCHOOL
Mrs Madeleine Burr, 07791 661301
www.midsussexdogtrainingschool.
co.uk
APDT00563, Member KCAI

WILTSHIRE
TRAINED FOR LIFE
Behaviour modifi cation at home and 
gundog training via The Pet Gundog.
Full member of the CFBA and a
Master Trainer with The Guild
of Dog Trainers.
www.trainedforlife.co.uk 
www.thepetgundog.co.uk
01264 850633/07927 420049

SOUTH WEST
BOURNEMOUTH
PUPPY SCHOOL BOURNEMOUTH
KC Listed Experienced Tutor
Courses for all dogs
Tel: 01202 467445
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
HAMILTON’S CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY based in Aylesbury.
www.hamiltonshydro.co.uk 
Tel. 01296 733827 
“Helping you and your dog” CHA

CHESHIRE
WELL-DOGS CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY
www.well-dogs.co.uk
Tel. 0845 291 9868
6m X 4m pool, solid ramp entry, no 
hoists used. Assisted treatments or 
owner fi tness swims available. NARCH

EAST AYRSHIRE
ROSEBURN K9
HYDROTHERAPY CENTRE
Your dog’s comfort and safety is at the 
core of everything we do!
Tel. 01290 423809
www.roseburnk9hydrotherapy.com
CHA

EAST SUSSEX
EAST SUSSEX CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY CENTRE
Piltdown, East Sussex
www.eastsussexhydro.co.uk
Tel. 01825 713421
The Largest Canine Hydrotherapy 
Centre in Sussex. In-ground Pool & 
Underwater Treadmill. Members of 
NARCH, CHA, BVNA, FSB.

ESSEX
COMPLETELY K9
Biggest Pool in Essex. Hydrotherapy - 
Physiotherapy - Massage - Behaviour
NARCH Registered.
Tel. 01268 514 996
www.completelyk9.co.uk

ESSEX CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY
One of The Biggest Pools in Essex
NARCH Registered.
Tel. 01268-765585
Email. Info@essexcaninehydro.com

KATIE’S K9
16 Years of experience helping 
dogs with many success stories at 
competitive prices.
01702 542211
CHA

KENT
SPLASH PAWS
Pool, Underwater Treadmill, Spa.
Two qualifi ed hydrotherapists.
CHA & NARCH approved.
www.splashpaws.co.uk

LANCASHIRE
CANINE HEALTH & HYDRO.
Nestled in 9 Acre’s Of The Ribble
Valley Countryside.
NARCH Registered Hydrotherapist. 
ACPAT Registered Physiotherapist.
www.caninehealthandhydro.com 
Tel. 01200 445795

LARGE HEATED GROUND-
LEVEL POOL established 1992. 
Suitable for any breed. Trained staff, 
excellent facilities. 01772 335930 
caninetherapies@btconnect.com
www.caninetherapies.co.uk
NARCH registered

HEST BANK KENNELS
Very large 20ft x 9ft  heated pool
01524 822473
www.hestbankkennels.co.uk
NARCH

NORTH YORKSHIRE
YORK CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY LTD
Caring, professional rehabilitation in 
purpose-built facilities.
www.yorkcaninehydro.co.uk
Tel. 01904 793663
CHA & NARCH

JUST FOR DOGS
HYDROTHERAPY AND DOGGY 
SWIM CENTRE. 
NARCH accredited.
Also have doggy daycare
and grooming salon.
All staff fully trained and experienced, 
modern pool 15ft x 8ft. 
Just for Dogs, Units 10/11
Terry Dicken Ind Est,
Ellerbeck Way, Stokeskey 
Middlesbrough TS9 5JZ
01642 913614 / 07879 281215
becky@justfordogs.biz
Or fi nd us on Facebook “justfordogs” 
Stokesley 

OXFORDSHIRE
WOOZELBEARS
- ESTABLISHED CENTRE
OF EXCELLENCE
• A team of highly qualifi ed
Veterinary Paraprofessionals 
• Large Pool
+ Aquatic Treadmill 
• 01993 772882 
www.woozelbears.com
CHA

VALE HYDROTHERAPY & 
PHYSIOTHERAPY Wantage. 
Qualifi ed Veterinary Nurse and 
Level 3 Certifi cate holder in Canine 
Hydrotherapy. ACPAT Physiotherapist. 
Please call Emma Barnard
01235 766907
www.valecaninehydrotherapy.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
MOSCAR CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY
CENTRE
Personalised Rehabilitation
Programme. Specialist
Weight Loss Clinic.
www.moscarkennels.co.uk
enquiries@moscarkennels.co.uk
Tel. 0114 230 1969
CHA

SURREY
GREYFRIARS
Leading UK veterinary practice for
rehabilitation and hydrotherapy
referrals. Nationally accredited
training courses. Tel. 01483 811172
info@greyfriarsrehab.co.uk
www.greyfriarsrehab.co.uk
NARCH

WARWICKSHIRE
HAWKSMOOR HYDROTHERAPY 
TRAINING CENTRE
“Dedicated to Excellence” Original 
authors of Level 3 Certifi cate in
Hydrotherapy. For details on the NEW 
Level 3 Certifi cate and Diploma in
Hydrotherapy for Small Animals
Contact Sue Hawkins 02476 350221
www.hawksmoorhydrotherapy.com
sue@hawksmoorhydrotherapy.com
CHA and NARCH

WEST MIDLANDS
BEARHUGS CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY is the only CHA 
approved centre in Wolverhampton 
and the surrounding areas.

WEST SUSSEX
ROUNDSTONE CANINE
HYDROTHERAPY CENTRE
All hydrotherapists NARCH registered 
and specialists in handling
nervous dogs.
www.roundstonekennels.com
Tel. 01903 850231

WORCESTERSHIRE
SEVERN HYDROTHERAPY CEN-
TRE. Hydrotherapy, Physiotherapy & 
Rehabilitation, with Veterinary Support.
Tel. 01905 756156 or 
www.severnvets.co.uk.
CHA

CHA - The Canine Hydrotherapy Association
Every CHA member centre will have a practitioner holding a minimum Level 3 Qualifi cation in Hydrotherapy for 
Small Animals, plus other relevant, specifi ed modules all recognised within the qualifi cations and credit framework. 
Compulsory CPD (Continuing Professional Development) and regular centre audits ensure that veterinary surgeons, 
pet insurance companies and - most importantly the dog owner - can use a CHA members centre with confi dence.

NARCH - National Association of Registered Canine Hydrotherapists
NARCH maintains the List of Registered Canine Hydrotherapists (RCHs) in the UK. NARCH ensures that all RCHs 
adhere to the highest professional standards and ethics. Pet owners, referring veterinary professionals and pet 
insurance providers can be confi dent that dogs in the care of an RCH receive the highest standards of treatment.

Hydrotherapy can help relieve pain, promote relaxation, mobilise joints, strengthen muscles, 
develop balance and coordination, and improve general fi tness.

Canine Hydrotherapy can be used in the treatment of osteoarthritis, orthopaedic conditions, 
neurological conditions, muscle, ligament and other soft tissue injuries. It can also help with general 
convalescence and fi tness.

HYDROTHERAPY 
DIRECTORY

SOMERSET
THE PET EXPERIENCE TRAINING & 
BEHAVIOUR LTD.
Sarah Linehan CoPAS GoDT
07769 705807
www.thepetexperience.co.uk

WEST MIDLANDS
COSFORD DOG TRAINING
For The Midlands’ Most 
Comprehensive Dog Training and 
Behaviour Service, 
visit www.cosforddogtraining.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE
PROFESSIONAL DOG BEHAVIOURIST
Contact Nick Jones MA Offi ce 01299 
404 356 Mob: 07759 093 394
www.alphadogbehaviour.co.uk
GoDT and CFBA full member.

SCOTLAND
ARGYLLSHIRE
DUNARG SCHOOL FOR DOGS 
KC Listed. Classes in Dunoon.
Contact: Margaret McRae
01369 704455
MIACE: MAPDT No. 729 OCN:
Pet Care Trust Accredited Professional

COWAL DOG TRAINING CLUB
KCAI Instructor. Good Citizen classes.
One to one sessions. Basic behaviour 
problems. Contact Cathy 07732 776727

GLASGOW
THE PET BEHAVIOUR CENTRE.  
Contact Vivian Silverstein DipCAPBT. 
CABP on 0141 6465858. 
www.livewithyourdog.co.uk
Member of the CABPT & APDT.

WALES
PEMBROKESHIRE
SPPOT, (Supporting People & Pets 
Through Opportunity & Training),
A Community Interest Company
Kerri Bee FdSc CBT, MAPDT 00999
Tel. 01437 767648/07962220625
www.sppot.org.uk

POWYS
MID WALES DOG TRAINING & PET 
BEHAVIOUR SERVICES.
AND THE SPLASH - CANINE 
HYDROTHERAPY & FITNESS.
Gail Gwesyn-Pryce. Belan, Trefeglwys, 
Caersws. Powys. SY17 5RF.
Tel: 01686 688920. 
email: gailconcenn@btinternet.com 
www.midwalesdogtraining.co.uk

CIDBT* – The Cambridge Institute 
of Dog Behaviour and Training
APBC* – Association of Pet 
Behaviour Counsellors
APDT/MAPDT* – Association of Pet 
Dog Trainers
BIPDT/MBIPDT* – British Institute 
of Professional Dog Trainers
CFBA/MCFBA/ACFBA – Canine 
and Feline Behaviour Association
GoDT(MT)* – Guild of Dog Trainers
UKRCB* – UK Registry of Canine 
Behaviourists
IACE – Institute for Animal Care 
Education
BPSCA – British Police and 
Services Canine Association
PTDE – Pet Dog Trainers of Europe
CAPBT* – COAPE Association of 
Pet Behaviourists and Trainers
PDTI – Pet Dog Training Instructors
ADTB – Academy of Dog Training 
and Behaviour
ASAB – Association for the Study 
of Animal Behaviour
KCAI* – Kennel Club Accredited 
Instructor
AMCBT – Academy Modern Canine 
Behaviour and Training

If you are a member of these 
organisations* and would
like to advertise your business in the 
next ‘Help is at Hand’please contact 
Emma on 01476 859838 extension 
423 or email e.hill@bpgmedia.co.uk
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K AIREDALE TERRIERS

STANSTEAD AIREDALE
AND WIRE-HAIRED
FOX TERRIERS.
Kennel Club Assured Breeder.
Puppies sometimes available.
Tel: 01778 422487
Email: grahamdeegee@btinternet.com

BASSETS GRIFFONS 
VENDEENS
BASSETS GRIFFONS VENDEENS. 
Puppies available. Excellent 
temperaments, microchipped. 
Vivien Phillips 01442 851 225
www.bassetsgriffonsvendeens.me.uk

WILMIT. We are a small kennel 
breeding for type and temperament.
Visitors welcome by appointment
bar@wilmit.co.uk
www.wilmit.co.uk
01335 324252

BEAGLES
DEBLES BEAGLES Kennel 
Club Assured Breeders, based 
in Shropshire. Puppies are well 
socialised. Fantastic service
and after care.
www.deblesbeagles.co.uk

BORDER COLLIES
BORDERPRIDE BORDER COLLIES
Lovingly home reared puppies 
occasionally available.
Dogs at stud.
Tel: 01283 732475
www.borderpride.com

BULL DOGS
MILTONPRIDE BULLDOGS
Excellent health and temperament
our priority. Home bred big chunky 
puppies sometimes available.
Tel:01296 728672
Mob: 07927195345
www.miltonpridebulldogs.co.uk

BULL TERRIERS
UKUSA - Excellent pedigrees, 
super temperaments, completely 
health-tested, quality stud dogs and 
occasionally puppies available. 
Up-to-date website: 
www.ukusabullterriers.com 
01268 712 954
ukusabt@yahoo.com

CHIHUAHUAS
SANDPONY SMOOTH
& LONG COAT CHIHUAHUAS.
Terry & Dot Ward endeavour
to breed healthy, happy puppies.
Tel: 01507 478 552 (Lincs)

SILVERCHI LONG & SMOOTH. 
Behaviourist concentrating on early 
development to produce happy, 
outgoing, well balanced puppies.
Tel: 0141 646 5858

DALMATIANS
DALMARK MULTI-PURPOSE 
DALMATIANS, Derbyshire.
Well established KC Assured
breeder. Show, pet, work.
Contact
dalmarkdalmatians@hotmail.com

FINNISH LAPPHUNDS
INFINDIGO FINNISH LAPPHUNDS 
Beautiful family dogs with great
health and temperament.
infi ndigo@gmail.com
www.infi ndigo.com
01626 853876

FRENCH BULLDOGS
BARILBALLE FRENCH BULLDOGS
Created with TLC, by TLC. 
Tel. 01234 743525
or 07748 641555 Email: teresa.cargill@
gmail.com 
www.barilballe-french-bulldogs.co.uk

GERMAN SHEPHERDS
LAVISHLY HOME REARED 
LONGCOAT PUPPIES. Excellent 
pedigree and temperament. 
Socialised, confi dent, vaccinated, 
microchipped.
01530 223393 
www.kazetigsds.co.uk

GOLDEN RETRIEVERS
SCARISBRICK GOLDEN 
RETRIEVERS & MOSSLAND 
LABRADORS. Bred for temperament 
and soundness. UKAS Inspected.
Jan or Barry 01704 231963
www.richmondhillboardingkennels.co.uk

WE’VE BEEN PRODUCING HOME 
BORN PUPPIES from carefully 
chosen health tested parents with 
good temperaments since 1989.
Bob and Wendy Pickup
01244 520073 (Flintshire)
www.blenstone.net

LABRADORS
HOME REARED WORKING 
CHOCOLATE LABRADORS 
making excellent working companions 
at home and in the fi eld. 
Karen Cameron
Tel: 01572 757211
karen.cameron3@btinternet.com
karencameron.wix.com/karalenstar

MOSSLAND LABRADORS 
& SCARISBRICK GOLDEN 
RETRIEVERS.
Bred for temperament and
soundness. UKAS Inspected.
Jan or Barry 01704 231963
www.richmondhillboardingkennels.co.uk

LABRADOR RETRIEVERS
WYLANBRIAR LABRADORS
Health and temperament our priority. 
Mix of show and working lines. Stud 
dog and Puppy details: 
www.wylanbriar.com

MINIATURE
SCHNAUZERS
STOCKWAY Assured breeder for 
3+years. Schnauzers 3x per year & 
French Bulldogs 1-2x per year.
All parents can be seen. 
Tel. 01945 780449,
07831718438 

NORFOLK TERRIERS
Friendly advice and lifelong support
for our home-reared puppies.
Great companions, show dogs.
Tel: 01788 510111
www.collatonkennels.com

NORWEGIAN BUHUNDS
ARNSCROFT NORWEGIAN 
BUHUNDS. Top Kennel / Top Breeder 
UK. See the kids at 
www.Arnscroft.co.uk

WEIMARANERS
ALL TIME TOP UK
WEIMARANER KENNEL.
Accolade of excellence.
Author of three prominent
books on breed.
Tel:0113 2505113 
www.gunaltweimaraners.co.uk

WHIPPETS
TAHIR WHIPPETS & AFGHANS 
56 years in our lovely breed and still 
successful in the show ring.
Puppies hopefully available in April.
Tel: 01634 814565

The Kennel Club Assured Breeder Scheme promotes good 
breeding practice, giving prospective puppy owners 
some kind of benchmark in their search to fi nd a perfect 

pet. There are set requirements that breeders must agree to 
follow, which encourage the breeding of healthy, well-adjusted 
puppies, including having KC-registered breeding stock, using 
appropriate health screening schemes, socialising puppies, and 
following KC policy regarding the frequency of litters and the 
age of the mother. Breeders must also offer post-sales advice.

Now that you have made the life-changing decision to get a 
puppy take a look at the directory below for contact details of 
assured breeders.

Everything about your dog...
...at your fingertips! Whatever you need
to know about your
furry friend, we have
the answers.

CLICK HERE! 
For everything we couldn’t fi t into Your Dog 

Magazine, and much more, visit

www.yourdog.co.uk

CK HERE!

101 DOG ANSWERS
Our new guide features 101 
Qs and As about your dog’s 
training, behaviour, health, 
and general care. If you 
have a problem with your 
dog, the Your Dog experts 
can solve it for you. 

Whether you’re just 
starting out as a dog 
owner — puppy, rescue, or 
pedigree — this compilation 
of expert advice will be 
invaluable to you and your 
pet. There are dedicated 
sections on behaviour on 
walks, training, puppy 
advice, and much more.  

‘101 Dog Answers’
is priced at £5.99.
It is available to buy from 
WHSmith and Pets
At Home stores or from
our new online shop
www.yourdogshop.co.uk

YOUR FIRST PUPPY 
If you’ve made the
big decision to get a
puppy, be sure to buy
‘Your First Puppy’, our
defi nitive guide to
puppy ownership. 

This 148-page manual 
leads potential puppy 
owners through that 
crucial fi rst year — from 
fi nding a pup, through to 
early training, health, and 
any problems they might 
encounter along the way. 

‘Your First Puppy’
is priced at £5.99.
To order a copy, visit
www.yourdogshop.co.uk
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LAKELAND COTTAGES. Picturesque 
seclusion/no silly rules! Private fi shing. 
Pets paradise. Excellent base, North 
Pennines, Lakes, Borders, Hadrians Wall. 
Brochure and bookings.
Tel: 01768 898711. 
info@crossfi eldcottages.co.uk 
www.crossfi eldcottages.co.uk

 LANGDALE VALLEY
Luxury Holiday Caravans for Hire

Bellamy Silver Award
For a free colour brochure telephone 01539 437231

Pets welcome
Please ask about short breaks

Greenhowe Caravan Park, Great Langdale, 
Ambleside, Cumbria/Lake District LA22 9JU

www.greenhowe.com

DORSET

ISLE OF WIGHT

www.dogpub.co.uk

DOG-FRIENDLY HOLIDAY GUIDE
Planning a holiday and don’t want to leave your dog at home or in kennels? Then take 
him with you! Holidays should be as enjoyable for your dog as they are for you - he’s 
part of the family after all. Check out some fantastic dog-friendly accommodation and 
destinations right here.
To advertise here please call Kay on 01476 859838 ext 422 or email k.cotterill@bpgmedia.co.uk

***LOOE CORNWALL ***
WELCOMING MEMORABLE 

Pet friendly Stone Cottages in private 
Hamlet. Great Coast, beach & Moorland 

walks 01503 220333
www.tremaine-green.co.uk

CORNWALL

 ISLE OF WIGHT 
Two cottages situated in a quiet village. 

10 minutes drive to the beach. Large secluded 
and secure gardens backing onto woodland.

Very dog and owner friendly. 
Call William on 07960 995 269

www.dogfriendlyholidays.net

Creekside Cottages, 
Nr Falmouth, Cornwall

Self catering waters edge, 
village & rural cottages 

sleeping 2 - 10. 
Dogs Welcome.

01326 375972
www.creeksidecottages.co.uk 

COUNTY DURHAM

sandbank
se l f  ca te r i ng  apar tmen ts  and  bunga lows ava i lab le  a l l  year

Ho l idays  |  St Ives Bay

01736 752594
www.sandbank-hol idays.co.uk

sandbank loves dogs, making every ef fort to ensure your holiday 
is as good for your pampered pooch as it is for you.  

REALLY DOG FRIENDLY 
ACCOMMODATION. If your dogs are 
relaxed, then you are. Set in 25 acres 
nr Looe, beautifully converted barns. 
Dog crèche. Tel: 01579 320880 
www.dogs-holiday.co.uk

 LUXURY COTTAGES in 5 acre grounds. 
Magnifi cent countryside between Looe 
and Bodmin Moor. Every comfort for you 
and your pets. Tel: 01579 320355
www.caradoncottages.co.uk

 FIVE CHARACTER COTTAGES tranquil 
rural location, 3 miles North Coast, 2 miles 
Exmoor. Historic courtyard setting. Indoor 
Pool, Games Room, 34 acres. Wonderful 
walking. Resident dog. Weekly/short 
breaks. ETB ★★★★
Tel: 01271 882376.
www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk or
email: info@northcotemanorfarm.co.uk

ESSEX

See more at
www.yourdogholidays.co.uk

CORNWALL

1 0 % o f f

1 0 % o f f 

for Your Dog 

readers

visit www.dalswinton.com
email dalswintonhouse@btconnect.com Tel: 01637 860385
visit www.dalswinton.com
email dalswintonhouse@btconnect.com Tel: 01637 860385

‘Holidays for dogs & their owners’
Award wining 4 star (silver) guest house
midway between Padstow & Newquay.
Private meadow for dog exercise.

‘Holidays for dogs & their owners’
Award wining 4 star (silver) guest house
midway between Padstow & Newquay.
Private meadow for dog exercise.

Dalswinton HouseDalswinton House

BED AND BASKET High quality, 
dog friendly, self-catering holidays in 
converted stone barns. Exercise fi elds on 
site. 01726 67232
www.bedandbasket.co.uk

CUMBRIA

E: cottages@gogamblesby.co.uk
www.gogamblesby.co.uk

High quality self-catering 
cottages in the village of 

Gamblesby, Cumbria. T: 01768 881682

CHURCH COURT 
COTTAGES

CHURCH COURT 
COTTAGES

WINNERS OF
THE KENNEL CLUB

SOMEWHERE TO HOLIDAY
COMPETITION 2011

WINNERS OF
THE KENNEL CLUB

SOMEWHERE TO HOLIDAY
COMPETITION 2011

First 4 Dogs Free! Working Farm, Northern Pennines.  
Indoor Agility Arena,  Sheepdog lessons, help with animals etc. 
www.multidogcottages.co.uk

LAVEROCK MULTI DOG HOLIDAY COTTAGESAY COTTAGES

NEAR EXMOOR. Comfortable large four 
star dog friendly B&B. Rooms en-suite 
including family suite. Tel. 01398 332026
E-mail contact@barleycornhouse.co.uk 
www.barleycornhouse.co.uk

DEVON

 DARTMOOR. Eco-friendly barn 
conversions (sleep 2-15). Self catering. 
Idyllic moorland position. Dogs welcome. 
Book direct, avoid agents fees.
Tavistock 01822 810687.
www.dartmoorholidays.co.uk

DEVON

DEVON

The Edgemoor Hotel
Welcomes Dogs with well behaved owners!!!

Set on the boundary of the Dartmoor National Park, Bovey Tracey,
Newton Abbot, South Devon, TQ13 9LE. 01626 832466

www.edgemoor.co.uk  reservations@edgemoor.co.uk

6 Dedicated Dog Rooms with Dog Towels and Bowls Provided

Welc
t th b

Stay in the Lake DistrictSStayy in thhee LLake Districtty
2 nights dinner, b&b from only £139pp

www.lakedistricthotels.net/dog

Call 0800 840 1244
THE BORROWDALE HOTEL

Borrowdale Valley, Keswick

Tel: 01206 383275 
Email: havefun@fenfarm.co.uk

www.fenfarm.co.uk

Ideal for people looking for a quiet family retreat.
Situated by the sea and close to a country park 

in a small village on Mersea Island.
Dog friendly beach.

4 for 3 night 4 for 3 night 
special special 

(t&c’s apply)(t&c’s apply)

EFFORD COTTAGEEFFORD COTTAGE 
Everton, Lymington, Hants, SO41 0JD T: 01590 642315

A friendly, welcoming atmosphere awaits you in our 
Georgian cottage. Large comfortable, well equipped 

en-suite bedrooms (dogs welcome). 
Excellent multi-choice menu, home-grown and locally 
sourced produce with homemade bread, preserves.

Dog convenience area.

HAMPSHIRE

A working farm that 
offers luxurious 

self-catering 
dog-friendly holiday 

accommodation.

Whitwell, Near Ventnor, Isle of Wight, PO38 2AF
T: 01983 730783

Email: enquiries@nettlecombefarm.co.uk
www.nettlecombefarm.co.uk

Nettlecombe Farm

Tel. (01983) 752 574
Email: seahorses-iow@tiscali.co.uk

www.seahorsesisleofwight.com

Established four-star B&B with 
our own Art Studio, offering a 
warm and friendly ‘home base’ 
from which to explore the local 
landscapes and attractions of 
the rural West Wight. Also a 
self-catering cottage available.

Nearly 3 Acres 

of Garden

LINCOLNSHIRE

Ellies Place

Where Dogs Laugh 
with Their Tails!

Tel: 0121 358 1688
email: woof@elliesplacecleethorpes.co.uk

www.elliesplacecleethorpes.co.uk

Dogs welcome with
no limit or charge.

2 bedrooms
Sleeps 4 - 5   

Off road parking 
for 2 cars 

Prices from £375 p/w

111-113 hols and hol feature.indd   Sec1:111111-113 hols and hol feature.indd   Sec1:111 17/02/2014   13:2417/02/2014   13:24



112   Your Dog April 2014 www.yourdog.co.uk

Craig Y Nos Castle

01639 730725
www.craigynoscastle.com
www.dogfriendlywales.com

Situated within the Brecon Beacons 
National Park

2/3 nights 
B&B 

£150/£200

Dogs go free 
Dogs go free ‘woof’‘woof’

WHITBY COTTAGES. 12 cottages set 
around the harbour. 5 cottages with 
private parking. Dogs welcome & stay 
FREE. Tel: 01723 871028
www.whitbycottages.com

YORKSHIRE

WARWICKSHIRE
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DERSINGHAM - BUNGALOW,
SLEEPS 4, conservatory, secure garden. 
Near Sandringham & beaches. 
Good amenities in village. Dog friendly 
area. Tel: 01485 545839

NORTH NORFOLK COASTLINE.
We offer a number of dog friendly 
self-catering holiday cottages. For a free 
brochure – 01263 823010 
www.keys-holidays.co.uk

SEDGEFORD - Cottage (over 400yrs old) 
in a small friendly village. 4 Miles from 
the coast. 3 stars + gold award from Visit 
England. The perfect place to relax. Tel: 
01485 572402

Ollands Farm Barn

Tel: 01692 652280
E: mastuart@talk21.com
www.ollandsfarmbarn.co.uk

We offer the best dog-friendly 
holiday in Norfolk. 

18th century converted barn 
close to coast & Broads.
Sleeps 2/3. High quality

self-catering accommodation, 
safe secure gardens. Unlimited 

dogs 
welcome

 Norfolk near Sandringham/beaches
Open all year.

Detached bungalow 
in 1/6th acre,
sleeps four
All mod cons 

electric included
ALL DOGS WELCOME, FREE
For brochure phone 01553 630356
www.southsideholidayhome.co.uk

Refur
bish

ed

NORTHUMBERLAND

by Kielder Water 
LES ROUTIERS UK B&B 2013

THE BLACKCOCK 
COUNTRY INN

Dogs are very welcome in the 
rooms and the Bar where their 

own menu is served

 “I had a “I had a 
woofi ng great woofi ng great 

time”time”

T: 01434 240200 • E: thebcinn@yahoo.co.uk • www.blackcockinn.co.uk 

We are situated on the Pennine Way with direct access 
onto the Mighty Kielder Forest with miles of walks. 
This peaceful park has pitches for tourers and tents 

Self Catering Cottages & Lodges

BORDER FOREST 
HOLIDAY PARK

Tel: 01830 520259 www.borderforest.com

9 out of 10 Dogs 
prefer Border 

Forest Holiday Park, 
Northumberland.

PEMBROKESHIRE

Cefn-Du Holiday Cottages

01239 831530
www.cefnduholidaycottages.co.uk

Featured in Your Dog Featured in Your Dog 
Holiday supplement May 2011Holiday supplement May 2011

Dogs and their owners will fi nd everything 
they need for a comfortable stay at the 

5 ★ Cefn Du farm. The three self-catering 
cottages have their own securely 

fenced garden/patio area. 

Please quote ‘YOUR DOG’ to 
obtain a 10% discount 

y

01239 841285 • info@fronfawr.co.uk • www.fronfawr.co.uk 

A collection of fi ve self-catering holiday cottages which have 
been converted from traditional Welsh slate and stone barns, 

into bright spaces offering modern holiday living with a 
contemporary design and feel.

Crazy Crufts Offer... 
£200 off July/August rates at 

Willow Farmhouse
Rated 5 star for dog friendliness in Your 
Dog “Where to stay” guide, the Victorian 

Pembrokeshire stone farmhouse, set in 2 acres 
of tranquil private grounds in the heart of the 

Pembrokeshire countryside, is the perfect holiday 
home for you and your dogs. Peace, privacy and 

freedom, just 10 mins. drive from the beach.
…Quote this ad and we will reduce your 
weekly rate for July or August by £200
To claim your crazy crafts special rate, 

call Jenny on 01834 861312 OR 
email info@willowfarmhouse.co.uk

PEMBROKESHIRE

SCOTLAND

 

Darroch Mhor, Carrick Castle, Lochgoil, Argyll. PA24 8AF
T: 01301 703 249 M: 07747 802792 

mail@argyllchalets.com
www.argyllchalets.com

ARGYLL FOREST PARK
5 comfortable self catering 

chalets on the shores of Lochgoil 
in the heart of Argyll Forest 

Park. Each chalet sleeps 4 and 
has superb lochside views.

PETS WELCOME FREE. Short breaks available.

KILLIECRANKIE, HIGHLAND, 
PERTHSHIRE. Very comfortable 
traditional country cottage. Sleeps 5, 
wood burning stove. Wonderful scenery, 
great walks. Telephone 01796 470017. 
www.athollcottage.co.uk

ARDOCH LODGE
Two log cabins and cottage in 12 acres, spectacular 

mountain scenery, wildlife abounds. Well equipped and 
heated, sleep 4, open all year. Up to 4 dogs welcome, 

walking from the door. Yvonne & John Howes.
Ardoch Lodge, Strathyre, Near Callander, FK18 8NF
01877 384666  ardoch@btinternet.com

www.ardochlodge.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SCOTLAND, 
GARLIESTON, GALLOWAY. Cottage in 
fi shing village. Sleeps 4 with dog-proof 
garden. Ideal for peaceful walking, 
mountain biking, fi shing, golf, bird 
watching and exploring. £350pw - all 
year. Dogs welcome. Tel: 01522 788439.

SCOTLAND

Tel: 01456 486358Tel: 01456 486358
New 2014 Brochure AvailableNew 2014 Brochure Available

www.wildernesscottages.co.ukwww.wildernesscottages.co.uk

Throughout Scotland

 BEAUTIFUL COTTAGES in a farm 
setting right in the heart of the Somerset 
Levels. Plenty of walks and trails from the 
doorstep. Call 01458 253886 or visit 
www.thorneyfarmcottages.co.uk

SOMERSET

 EAST SUSSEX Adorable small cottage
in grounds of Tudor Manor.
Full central heating, colour TV, 
microwave, telephone, use of indoor 
heated swimming pool, sauna/jacuzzi and 
tennis. Large safe garden. Pets welcome. 
£450-£820pw. Breaks £286-£410
(2 nights with the 3rd night free).
Tel: 0207 352 8088.
www.pekesmanor.com
Email: pekes.afa@virgin.net

SUSSEX

SEAFORD, SEA FRONT. 
Attractive Victorian terraced cottage, only 
yards from beach, sleeps 5. 
Dogs go FREE. Tel: 020 8542 5073 or 
07922 222508 www.beachcottages.info

CARDIGAN BAY COUNTRY 
GUESTHOUSE IN 18 ACRES.
Home cooking, Dog Friendly Beaches,
Stunning walks. Rooms en-suite.
Special breaks available. Tel 01239 810312 
www.ffynonwen.co.uk

 SNOWDONIA
DOGS WELCOME

8 self catering cottages with private beach 
set in the tranquility of Caernarfon Bay

www.bachwen.co.uk 

WALES

ANGLESEY: dog friendly holiday cottage 
- sleeps 2. Quiet location, large garden 
and exercise paddock.
Reasonable rates.
Phone 07904223384 for details.

Great forest walking trails from the door. 
Converted barn with private garden. 
Sleeps 4 in two en suite bedrooms. 

Easy access to West Coast and Brecons. 
See our super website at 

www.brechfaholiday.co.uk
or telephone 01267 220 518

STUNNING 
MOUNTAIN 
RETREAT

CARMARTHENSHIRE

www.holidaysinwales.org.ukwww.holidaysinwales.org.uk
01341 423481 gauntlett278@btinternet.com01341 423481 gauntlett278@btinternet.com

Snowdonia, Dolgellau.Snowdonia, Dolgellau.

Not many places offer you either of 2 cottages Not many places offer you either of 2 cottages 
(1- or 3- bedroomed) each with a secure walled (1- or 3- bedroomed) each with a secure walled 
garden, or of 2 sections garden, or of 2 sections 
of a historic family of a historic family 
country house with its country house with its 
5-acre garden in which 5-acre garden in which 
the cottages are set the cottages are set 
and 15 acres of private and 15 acres of private 
pathed woodland.pathed woodland.

North Wales Holiday Cottages, 
01492-582492.

BLAENAU 
FFESTINIOG

Central Snowdonia. 
Miner’s Cottage, sleeps 

3, dogs free. WiFi. 
 Book through

Quality 
Narrowboats 
on the canals 
in the Heart of 

England

Enjoy a holiday in the countryside, and take 
your dogs with you.

www.kateboats.co.uk 
or phone 01926 492968 for a free brochure

www.chapelouton.co.uk
Tel: 01988 500136

Chapel Outon Farmhouse B&B
Whithorn

Dog Friendly
Excellent Walkies -

Beach, Forest & Hills
Peace & Tranquility

WIGTOWNSHIRE

PADDOCK COTTAGE, WHITBY TOWN 
CENTRE. Sleeps 5, 3 bed, South 
facing garden and patio fully enclosed. 
Parking for 1 car. Also other town centre 
cottages all pet friendly open all year. 
Free WiFi. Pets go free.
Tel: 01947 820370.
www.directwhitby.co.uk

WALES

www.yourdog.co.ukd k

FREEwith the May 
issue of Your 
Dog Magazine!

Your dog-friendly holiday guide

‘Where to stay’
2014-2015

holidays
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COASTAL
HOLIDAYS

DEVON

Mead Barn Holiday Cott ages
Welcombe, North Devon, EX39 6HQ

Dog-friendly self-catering cott ages, minutes 
from the South West Coast Path. Close to 

the Cornish border and year round 
dog-friendly beaches

visit: www.meadbarns.com

We really welcome dogs and are fl exible on number!
18thC built, stone cottages in 13 acres of beautiful private land. Own fenced gardens, 

logburners, off lead walks from your cottage door, lots of dog friendly beaches and pubs 
close by. It’s great for walkers & nature lovers, a tranquil rural retreat.

Open all year, short breaks available.

Phone us on 01803 770219
or see www.watermillcottages.co.uk

DORSET

LOVE ME
LOVE MY DOG

A collection of 1 & 2 
Bed Private Properties.

Short stroll to 
the beach.

Pets 
welcome.
FREE

01308 421521
jurassiccoastretreats.co.uk

EYPE NR. BRIDPORT/

LYME REGIS

CALL FOR BROCHURES

 WHITE TOPPS
Holiday accommodation EXCLUSIVELY for guests with 
dogs, any breed any number. Parking. Veggies welcome. 
Open from March to October. 450 yds. Dog Friendly 
Beach. Perfect for Spring break. For fact sheet write to:

45 Church Road, Southbourne, Bournemouth, BH6 4BB.
Or telephone: 01202 428868 

Email: thedoghotel@aol.com www.whitetopps.co.uk

Higher Pound provides peace and tranquility 
with superb views down the valley to the sea at 

Charmouth and the Jurassic coastline. 
With seven delightful cottages and a cosy 

but spacious farmhouse Higher Pound Farm 
provides a relaxing base at any time. 
Short breaks available. Open all year.

Tel: 01297 560154
info@higherpoundcottages.co.uk 

Higher Pound Farm Cottages
These family run cottages nestle within a 

secluded location set on a picturesque south 
facing hillside. 

www.higherpoundcottages.co.uk

Special Offer in June,
£300 for 2 people for 1 week

(up to 3 dogs free)

01929 481555

Isle of Wight & Dorset Cottagesf Wight & Dorset Cotta

Island Cottage
Holidays

www.islandcottageholidays.com

ISLE OF WIGHT

NORFOLK

Ollands
Farm Barn

Tel: 01692 652280
E: mastuart@talk21.com

www.ollandsfarmbarn.co.uk

We offer the best dog-friendly 
holiday in Norfolk. 18th century 
converted barn close to coast 
& Broads. Sleeps 2/3. 
High quality self-catering 
accommodation, safe 
secure gardens.

Unlimited 
dogs 

welcome

OllandsOllands
Farm BarnFarm Barn

We offer the best dog-friendly We offer the best dog-friendly 
holiday in Norfolk. 18th century holiday in Norfolk. 18th century 
converted barn close to coast converted barn close to coast 
& Broads. Sleeps 2/3. & Broads. Sleeps 2/3. 
High quality self-catering High quality self-catering 
accommodation, safe accommodation, safe 
secure gardens.secure gardens.

Tel: 01692 652280Tel: 01692 652280
E: mastuart@talk21.comE: mastuart@talk21.com

www.ollandsfarmbarn.co.ukwww.ollandsfarmbarn.co.uk

To fi nd your perfect Norfolk holiday T: 01328 856853
kettcountrycottages.co.uk 

 info@kettcountrycottages.co.uk

Discover Norfolk,

 in your own time...

Escape to North Norfolk and explore 
beautiful countryside, spectacular coastal 
walks, fi ne food and above all some 
wonderful accommodation. Our extensive 
range of holiday cottages have been 
hand selected and all provide a real home 
from home.

From the rolling hills 
of the Preseli’s 

To the rolling waves of 
stunning dog-friendly 

beaches. Relax in 
comfortable caravans 
with secure gardens. 
Dogs free of charge.

For more information call Julie on 07989 109099

www.nashmountain.co.uk

No limit to the number of dogs
NASH MOUNTAIN FARM

PEMBROKESHIRE

 MIDDLETON... HERITAGE COAST  
Dunwich 3 miles. 2 very comfortable fully 
equipped cottages. Each sleeps 2 adults. 
Pets welcome free. Good walking area.

Tel: 01728 648377
www.suffolk-selfcatering.co.uk

SUFFLOK

WALES

 Aberdovey
Hillside Village

 Please phone for free full colour brochure. Dogs 
are free if you quote ‘Your Dog’ when booking.

Tel: 01654 767522. Fax: 01654 767069
www.hillsidevillage.co.uk

 A small private park of 
quality self catering 
apartments. All with 
magnifi cent views of the 
estuary and hills beyond 
200 yards from sandy beach 
and village amenities.

NORFOLK

DORSET

DORSET
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Pluto 
Fun-loving, playful, and 
a mouse’s best friend, 
cartoon dog Pluto is 
one of the most popular 
animated characters.

He is never far from his master 
Mickey Mouse’s side! This is the 
story of how beloved Disney dog 

Pluto was created.

THE DISNEY DOG
Having starred in animation for 
more than 80 years, Pluto is one 
of the longest-standing Disney 
cartoon characters. 

He is Mickey Mouse’s pet and 
faithful companion. Unlike fellow 
cartoon dog Goofy, Pluto’s 
character does not have 
human characteristics, which 
is quite unusual in the world 
of Disney. Pluto walks on all 
fours and does not speak. 

His emotions are captured through his 
expressions and mannerisms. His dog 
qualities and slapstick comedy have 
endeared him to audiences and delighted 
viewers. As well as featuring as Mickey’s 
best friend, Pluto was the main character 
in 48 short animations between 1937 and 
1951. More recently, he has appeared on 
TV and in several feature-length fi lms. 

THE BIRTH 
OF PLUTO 
In the 1930 cartoon 
‘Chain Gang’, Mickey 
Mouse escaped 
from prison and was 
chased by a nameless 
Bloodhound. Walt 
Disney and his team 
were impressed with 
the way animator 
Norman Ferguson 
had made the 
dog’s movements 
fl uid, allowing him 
to exaggerate the 
animal’s expressions. 

Disney suggested Ferguson 
developed the character 
further. According to 
reports, Disney called 
a team meeting and 
reminisced about a dog 

he had known. As Disney 
fooled around imitating the 

dog’s actions — his team in 
fi ts of laughter — Ferguson drew 

inspiration for the character. The dog 
appeared as Minnie Mouse’s dog, Rover, 
in ‘The Picnic’, before Pluto made his fi rst 
appearance in ‘The Moose Hunt’ in 1931.
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Pluto had pups 
of his own. 
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Other dog 
characters also 

appear in the Disney 
cartoons including Dinah 
the Dachshund and Fifi  

the Peke. Pluto also 
had puppies of 

his own. 

It was rumoured that 
the dog gave his name to 

the former planet Pluto, which 
was discovered in the 1930s. 
This myth was dispelled after 

it was revealed that the planet 
was named after the Roman 

god of the underworld, 
before the Disney dog 

was given his name. 

Although he is 
generally a 

non-speaking character, 
Pluto barks and makes dog 
noises. He also has some 

small speaking parts such as 
in ‘The Moose Hunt’, which 
was made before Pluto’s 
characteristics had been 

fully established.

Offi cially, Pluto 
is no specifi c breed. 

Norman Ferguson was 
quoted as saying: “Pluto 

was originally 
a Bloodhound but has 
developed into just 

a big dog.” 
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WHO’S THE GREATEST DOG OF THEM ALL? LET US KNOW YOUR FAVOURITE CANINE 
ICON BY LOGGING ON TO FACEBOOK, TWITTER, OR THE YOUR DOG FORUM. 

Pluto is one 
of fi ve characters 
including Mickey 

Mouse, Minnie Mouse, 
Goofy, and Donald 

Duck, who are 
dubbed Disney’s 

fab fi ve. 

Pluto was the main 
character in many 
animated fi lms.
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All Vet’s Kitchen foods and treats are made with the knowledge, 
care and expertise found in our veterinary practice, Vet’s Klinic.  
Only high-quality, natural ingredients are used to deliver visible  
results and improve your dog’s long-term health and well-being. 

 / VetsKitchen1     @vets_kitchen    contact@vetskitchen.co.uk    www.vetskitchen.co.uk   

BUY ONLINE AT VETSKITCHEN.CO.UK

Supporting me 
because I’m family.

FOR YOUR FREE SAMPLE 
CALL 01793 887 555 
(quote Your Dog)

vets kitchen.indd   1vets kitchen.indd   1 11/02/2014   14:2111/02/2014   14:21



Bright eyes, glossy coats, lots of energy.

© Royal Canin SAS 2014 - All rights reserved for Royal Canin and Crown Pet Foods Ltd 
Credit: Frédéric Duhayer

For more information call our helpline on 0845 300 5011 
or visit our website

Feeding Royal Canin can make all the difference to your
dog. Over 40 years of experience working with dogs has 
allowed us to create a diet formulated to help support the
specific needs of your pets including optimum skin health
and coat condition. We know each and every dog is different
and their food should be too!

Visit us at Crufts from 6th – 9th March, in Hall 3, Stand 74
to find out more and discover our exclusive show offers.
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