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Editor’s letter
New conservation proposals from the Scottish Government starkly 

di e the country’s salmon rivers, says Andrew Flitcroft

S
COTTISH GOVERNMENT has 
revised its proposals to ban the 
killing of wild rod-caught salmon
except under licence. I urge all
salmon-fishers to read and 
respond to the new measures as

they may dramatically affect your fishing. 
The new proposals will maintain the status

quo on rivers where stocks are above a 
Conservation Limit (CL) but compulsory catch-
and-release will be imposed on rivers where
stocks fall below the CL. All Scottish fishery
districts (including rivers designated Special
Areas of Conservation) now fall into one of three
categories. Category 1 districts meet their CL;
Category 2 districts meet their CL but require a
management action plan to reduce exploitation;
Category 3 districts have failed to meet their CL (or 
insufficient data is available to set a CL). See full list in 
News Reel on page 46.

The method by which the CLs of the districts (which 
may contain several rivers) have been determined is 
based on rod catches over five years. This calculation 
has been criticised – many believe it is inaccurate. 

The categorisation makes grim reading, with all but 
one West-coast salmon river (from the Highlands &
Islands to the Solway) destined for mandatory catch-
and-release in 2016. The consequences for
this vast swathe of rivers and those that
fish them are far reaching. If catch-and-
release is imposed I fear many anglers
will hang up their waders, rod effort will
decline and catches fall away. Rivers could
find themselves in a downward spiral, perpetually
unable to reach their CL. This is why the way the CL is
calculated is so important. There are so many variables
that determine rod catches, not least rod effort and the
conditions conducive to catching fish (high water, low 
water etc). Annual rod catch is not an accurate measure 
of the true stock of a river. An example is the Tyne in 
England, which this season has seen modest catches, 
yet its counter reveals huge numbers of fish in the river.

The many clubs on category 3 rivers have a right to be 
concerned. If anglers are deterred by catch-and-release, 
smaller clubs may not attract enough members to pay 
their rent. Fishery owners and hotels on these more 
affordable rivers may suffer. Surely not the intention of 
the Wild Fisheries Review, which sought to encourage 
more anglers by offering affordable fishing for all.

I asked Jim Henderson, fishery director of the River 
Nith Board (in category 3), for his views. He told me: 
“There is a definite East-West divide. As a fishery 
manager I would like to find the reason why fish 
numbers are so poor on the West. I’m thankful my 
neighbouring rivers are similarly categorised or 
potentially I could lose rods to a higher category river. 

Surely with virtually the whole of the West coast 
in category 3, action will be prompted into the 
reasons why. My real concern, however, is how 
we’ll ever achieve category 1 status if anglers 
don’t purchase permits. Some anglers have told 
me that they will not be getting the same deal as 
previously [ie they can’t keep a fish] so why 
should they pay the same for their fishing? But I 
think this will be a temporary blip: when the fish 
are running I think they will come back. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I’m pleased measures 
are being taken to conserve stocks, but I’m going 
to need an awful lot of rod effort and catch returns 
to stand a chance of reaching category 1 status. 

“I would have liked to see sea-trout classified 
the same as salmon. Their populations have been under 
similar pressures and I would not want to see increased 
numbers killed as a substitute for releasing salmon.” 

The proposals could result in salmon fishing become 
even more of a sport for the rich. The Tweed, Tay, Spey, 
Dee and other premier fisheries are listed in category 1. 
Demand for fishing where there’s a sustainable harvest 
will surely increase, raising prices still higher.

Dr David Summers, fisheries director of the Tay 
Board, said: “I think the new proposals are welcome. 
Where rivers are classified accurately, the conservation 
measures proposed are more proportionate and 

workable than a quota and tagging system 
applied to all beat owners. On the Tay we 
can continue with our widely accepted 
conservation code and have avoided 
being snarled up in an unnecessary 
tagging system that could have deterred 

anglers. It is the best outcome we could have hoped for.
“However, I have major concerns over the accuracy of 

the classification system. Perfectly good rivers like the 
River Earn might unfairly end up with excessive 
measures because of inadequacies in the methodology 
and data used. Marine Scotland admits the 
classification will be subject to refinement. It seems to 
me that where there is uncertainty, measures should be 
broken in gradually while the classification is reviewed. 
It would be wholly wrong to act precipitously, chasing 
away anglers, only to soften the proposals later. That is 
surely not the way to go about things?”

Mixed-stock netting will be banned in 2016 for three 
years, after which it will be reviewed. Rivers on the East 
coast will benefit from greater protection and increased 
numbers of salmon. The West coast, however, has been 
given the short straw. As to why its rivers have been 
given category 3 status, there is one outstanding thing 
the West has that the East doesn’t. Yes, salmon farming. 
Surely no coincidence. 

Please respond to the new consultation by October 29. 
Find it at www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-Trout-
Coarse/fishreform/licence 

“Clubs on category 3 
rivers have a right 
to be concerned”
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S
INCE MY last update when I focused on
agricultural pollution, it’s now time to turn to 
netting, the second of the three prongs in the
Save Our Salmon campaign.

The Scottish Government has recently indicated 
that it intends to press ahead with outlawing 

netting of salmon at sea, and that it will licence all killing of 
salmon in rivers. If this comes to pass, it will be the result of 
many years of hard campaigning by a number of angling and 
fisheries organisations before the Save Our 
Salmon campaign was launched, which 
proves that persistence can produce 
results. Our campaign on netting will 
therefore now focus on trying to achieve a 
similar, and if possible an even better 
result in England and Wales.  

We believe that there is no place for the 
netting of salmon in the UK. Last year, 
three quarters of all salmon killed were 
taken by nets, but the socio-economic 
benefit of the commercial industry is dwarfed by the value of 
angling. Anglers have, over the past couple of decades, 
massively increased the number of fish that we put back so 
that they can go on to spawn after capture. It’s true that there 
are a few greedy “fishmongers” among us, and many people 
could improve their catch-and-release technique by keeping 
the fish in the water, avoiding large trebles (particularly on 
Flying Cs) and using fine-meshed nets, but the vast majority of 
salmon anglers are highly responsible and take very few fish. 

Most salmon angler hundreds, thousands, or even
tens of thousands of pounds on salmon fishing each year and 
carefully select the fish they take to eat. That’s a far more
sustainable return for UK plc than from randomly-selected
fish caught in a net, headed for an unknown river.

We believe that our case for banning nets is getting stronger 
with ministers, the Environment Agency and Natural 
Resources Wales. As well as wanting to save fish from the nets, 
we believe that continuing with mixed-stock netting will only 

serve to strengthen the arguments of the 
Faroese and Greenlanders who are keen to 
harvest mixed stocks off their shores. If we 
are killing fish without knowing how 
healthy their stocks are, why shouldn’t 
they? This is the last thing we need, 
at a time when sea survival is at 
an all-time low.  

I am just back from attending the 
political party conferences and I received 
very positive feedback from the audience 

when I made this argument in my speech.  
The Angling Trust, along with our friends in the fisheries 

conservation charities, are pressing the UK government to act 
now to outlaw and/or buy out the nets and we will make this 
point at the salmon summit to be held at Defra in November. 

At a time of great austerity in public expenditure, with 
the environment near the bottom of the political 
agenda, this is a big ask, but it’s a prize worth 
fighting for tooth and nail.

“We believe there 
is no place for the 
netting of salmon 

in the UK”

 S A V E  O U R  S A L M O N  C A M P A I G N  

SAVE OUR SALMON
CAMPAIGN UPDAT

Mark Lloyd, chief executive of the Angling 
Trust and Fish Legal, explains how your 
donations will be used



1 .NETTING
The Angling Trust believes the time has come to bring all commercial
netting of salmon and sea-trout to an end, throughout the UK. These fish are
much more valuable to the economy as quarry for anglers than they are to
the nets, which support few jobs, but kill thousands of fish. Even if we only
win a reduction in the number of fish the nets can catch, it will make it
easier for people to buy them out at a local level.

2 . AGR ICULTURAL POLLUTION
The Angling Trust will launch a campaign for government to make the
£2 billion subsidy paid to farmers work much harder to protect the water
environment. The Trust and Fish Legal, working with WWF-UK, have been
granted permission to take a Judicial Review of the government’s failure
to stop agricultural pollution degrading SACs in England.

3 . PREDATION FROM
CORMORANTS & GOOSANDERS
The Angling Trust ran a successful campaign to manage the impact of
cormorants and goosanders in England and its Fishery Management
Advisors have been helping clubs and fishery owners throughout the
country to protect their fish from these birds more effectively. The Angling
Trust will campaign for this pilot project to continue, for the number of
licences to be increased, and for a similar programme to be implemented
in Scotland and Wales.

SAVEOURSALMONLET’S GET MORE FISHBACK IN OUR RIVERS

How will your donations be spent ?
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Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 8DQ

Terms and conditions
By completing this form, you agree that the Angling Trust will keep you up to date by

email with updates on the Save Our Salmon campaign and other news from the world

of fishing. You can unsubscribe from these communications at any time. If you would

prefer NOT to receive these communications, please tick this box Angling Trust will

only share your details with Bauer Media (publishers of Trout & Salmon magazine).

By completing this form and donating, you confirm that you would like to receive your

complimentary car sticker from Bauer Media (publisher of Trout & Salmon) via post.

Bauer Media would like to keep you up to date by email or post with fantastic offers and

promotions they think you will enjoy. If you would like to receive these communications

please tick this box   Your details will be treated strictly in accordance with Bauer 

Media’s Privacy Policy, which can be found at www.bauermedia.co.uk/privacy

T&S Save Our Salmon Donation Form

Every donor will receive 
a Save Our Salmon  
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THANK YOU!
We are grateful to the following readers of  

Trout & Salmon and supporters of the 
Angling Trust (many have chosen not to 

have their name published), who have given 
generously to the Save Our Salmon 

campaign this month:

Dr D J Alcock, Douglas B (Staffs),  

Peter De Pree, Mr G Fawkus, F15HYJ,  

T Forsyth, Mick Gramlick, V.R.Haigh, 

Arthur Howard, Mr. B Jackson,  

Joseph Oliver Jackson, Tony Jenkins, 

Colin Liddell (Ayrshire), G Lyburn, 

Michael Malyon, Stuart Maughan,  

Tony Metcalfe, Charles Packett,  

Peter Radford, Ian S Rae, Ian Richardson, 

Tarpon Tamer, David Wilson (Maryport, 

Cumbria).
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AndrewFlitcroftcastsaflyforspringsalmononone
oftheleastknownbutmostdesirableriversintheHighlands

PHOTOGRAPHY: PETER GATHERCOLE

Jim Coates puts  
out a good line on 
McDonald pool on 
the River Brora.



SUALLY, WHEN I mention a Scottish 
salmon river to my fishing friends and 
colleagues, they will either have fished 
it themselves or will know someone 
who has. But when I was invited to fish 
the Brora last spring I drew a complete 
blank. The Brora, and especially the 
“Upper River”, has always been a bit of 
an enigma. “You can’t get on it,” my 
friends would tell me. “It’s all sewn 
up… dead men’s shoes.” And not so 
long ago they were probably right.  
But not any more. 

I made my way to the Gordonbush estate water,  
the haunt of generations of the same families, rarely 
written about, yet one of the most prolific spring 
fisheries in the Highlands. It includes the Blackwater, 
the main spawning tributary, a river on which there 

have been many epic battles with monster salmon. 
It’s a hell of a drive to the Brora from my Rutland 

home. Twelve long hours. Peter (T&S photographer) 
and I ticked off the rivers as we headed north, stocked 
up on essentials at Norris’s in Penrith and had supper 
at the House of Bruar – not forgetting to take a peek at 
the Alness – one of my favourite little rivers – an hour 
or so before reaching the small town of Brora on 
Sutherland’s east coast. 

Our first glimpse of the river was from a small, 
single-track road heading due west. It tumbled and 
glistened below, disappearing and then flashing at us 
as we wound our way up the glen. After four miles of 
the Lower River we reached Loch Brora, the system’s 
main loch, which at three miles in length sits smack 
bang between the Upper and Lower fishery. The loch is 
made up of three distinct sections joined by two 
narrow necks. Struan Lodge – our base – sits on the 

U
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bank of the uppermost section. This new (2009), 
environmentally friendly building boasts its own 
electricity supply, is spring fed and solar heated.  
It is made from the estate’s timber and fits into the 
landscape. The view of the loch from its glazed 
frontage is arresting. There is no need for  
television here. 

We were greeted by our host James, from Roxtons 
Sporting, together with their fishing consultant Bill 
Drury. T&S contributor Jim Coates was brought in as 
back-up. James brought us up-to date on the state of the 
river. He’d been praying for 2 ft on the gauge, but the 
water was low. The promise of rain on our middle day, 
if it came, would be our saviour. We sat in sumptuous 
sofas, toasting our arrival while Amanda Hoare, our 
wonderfully exuberant cook, prepared supper.

The first morning of any trip is exciting, but the 
thought of a Highland springer makes those 
butterflies beat their wings a touch faster. Retired 
gillie Donald Cameron and his replacement, Douglas 
Sutherland, advised us on methods. “Floating or 
intermediate lines with tips would be the order of the 
day, along with whatever fly you fancy.” 

The Gordonbush fishing starts immediately above 
the loch, but here the river is slow and canal-like, the 
sort of water you need to work, either by “backing-up” 
or retrieving your fly constantly. You need a bit of wind 
on the surface for it to fish its best. Things get more 
interesting a mile upriver at the roadside. The Round, 
McDonald, Doctor and Chemist are lovely pools with 
runs, tails and a good pace where every cast promises 
a response. I’ve not fished the Helmsdale or other 
rivers in Flow Country, but I imagine the fishing and 
surroundings to be similar. There are no trees here, 

the river meanders in wide, flat and open bends. You 
can overhead cast on every pool if you wish and spot 
fellow rods fishing half a dozen pools up or 
downstream. You’ll have to walk a little way to reach 
some pools, but the going is easy and many pools are 
fishable from the bank in wellingtons. If you want to 
wade, you’ll have comfortable gravel underfoot. This 
open moorland has a simple beauty, the browns and 
ambers glow in the sunlight and clouds chase across 
the hills, but the weather can change quickly and 
moments later you can be searching helplessly for 
respite from driving wind and rain. There is a hut for 
such eventualities, with armchairs. 

The river is not too wide and the average caster can 
easily cover the fish-holding bits. Even in the low 
conditions there was a good pull of water. My flies 
fished on a tight line and whipped round on to the 
dangle. I waited, retrieved a little and enjoyed more of 
the same. Every now and again, I had a pull, not a fish, 
but the bottom. One of the pulls did result in a sea-
trout: I lifted in anticipation, but a springer it was not. 
Lunch in the hut revealed a similar fate for the other 
rods, except James who’d started proceedings with a 
beauty of around 7 lb-8 lb from Jessie pool on a 
floating line with a 5 ft slow-sinking tip and a half-inch 
Cascade bottle tube. Thanks to our host we were off the 
mark and able to compare notes on likely pools. The 
outside bend and tail of Stochan, as it filters into Bush 
Run, left its mark on us all – deep and steady under the 
far pilings, interspersed with a little scrub for shade 
and a glassy V-shaped glide into the pool below. It 
fished like a dream and screamed springers. If I were 
to blank I would choose there for it to happen. So 
enjoyable – memorable – but it didn’t give up a fish. 

ABOVE
Good water on 
Jessie’s Run.



A B OV E L E F T 
The view from 
inside Struan 

Lodge over  
Loch Brora. 

A B OV E  
James Dent  

with a 7 lb 
springer from 
Jessie’s Run.

“We retired for hot soup as a  
hut-rocking gale blew down the glen”

 S A L M O N  O N  T H E  B R O R A  

Looking downstream from 
the top of Balnacoil Falls on 
the Blackwater, with the 
rocky Struan pools below 
and Pheadair in the distance.

Day two started with a hot breakfast buffet, then I 
put up the floater and tip and returned to my favourite 
Stochan pool and the as yet un-fished Pheadair. The 
latter – on the Blackwater – is the most prolific on the 
whole catchment. You only have to look at the catch 
records to see its dominance on nearly every page. 
Since the 1950s the Brora above the junction with the 
Blackwater has been a shadow of its former self with a 
hydro scheme diverting much of its water from the 
headwaters across to the Shin system. The Blackwater 
tributary is therefore the main water source for the 
fishery. It begins at the road bridge with Pheadair, a 
200-yard holding pool below a neck of boulder-strewn 
pots and the impressive Balnacoil Falls, a significant 
temperature barrier in the spring (fish usually stack 
up here when the water is below 48 degree F). Above 
the falls the terrain is rugged and the river is rocky 
and remote. Adventurous tenants can fish above the 
falls from around the start of June, but you’ll have to 
hike and travel light to fish this vast yet intriguing 
wilderness. I think a short rod and a hitch tube would 
be fun in the summer months. 

I followed Jim down McDonald and he was soon into 
a fish, which I netted for him. Despite its fight and its 

chrome flanks glinting in the peaty stream it turned 
out to be a well-mended kelt – the only one of the trip. 
Jim also had a pull in the tail of Stochan, just where 
you’d expect it, but that was it for the morning. Even 
the banker, Pheadair, remained quiet. 

We retired for hot soup and sandwiches as the 
heavens opened and a hut-rocking gale blew down the 
glen. It would be a long lunch during which I was 
invited to Balnacoil lodge the home of estate owner 
Angela Tyser, whose late husband Richard was a fine 
and fanatical fisher. There on the dining-room table 
lay the vast illustrated records of the estate’s fishing, 
dating back to the 1800s – endless pages of the family 
and guests fishing and shooting, along with stories of 
momentous catches and fish of epic proportions. I 
may never see the likes of such an archive again, but 
there was more. Mrs Tyser happened to mention her 
husband’s box of Megan Boyd flies (Megan rented her 
cottage from the estate), which she eventually found 
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and shared with us. I will never forget all these
treasures, especially the pictures of the enormous 
fish. The Brora has had its fair share of monsters, but 
sadly I don’t have the space to do them justice here. I 
promise to publish their stories another time and will 
tease you with the tale of a giant encountered on the 
Lower River in 2001, when a fish was hooked, seen 
and lost after a battle that lasted for more than an 
hour. It was estimated to weigh over 50 lb.  
The following spring, gillie Donald Cameron  
found a huge, decomposing kelt on the  
Lower River – it was the same length  
as Miss Ballantyne’s record fish.

On our last day we concentrated on Pheadair, the 
latter half of which is fishable at most heights. The 
overnight rain had turned this huge pool into a 
motorway of water with ribbons of white froth. The 
pool, evenly paced from one bank to the other was 
fishable from both sides. We fished hard, two rods on 
one bank and me on the other while Peter waited with 
the camera. We changed lines, retrieves, flies and 
angles, covering every part of the pool to its limit at 
the road bridge. Pheadair is a great pool and an 
obvious stopping point for a springer yet with  

nothing to show by the afternoon we had one more 
card to play. I set up another rod, thrust it at Peter and 
within half-an-hour’s fishing he had saved the day 
with a small, but perfectly-formed Brora springer 
taken on a 1 in gold-bodied Willie Gunn. It’s not  
the first time I’ve had to play his fish for  
the camera!

We ended up with just two fish, but it is not 
uncommon to catch 5-10 salmon in our spring week, 
occasionally more and occasionally less with poor 
conditions. In favourable conditions a good spring 
week will see 15-30 fish to the four rods, while in the 
summer of 2012 one week produced more than  
80 fish to six rods. The Brora has the potential for 
something special, whether it be numbers or size,  
but it is the variety of the loch, the main river and the 
intriguing Blackwater – below and above the falls – 
that leave you wanting more. The atmosphere is so 
relaxed, the accommodation and welcome are first-
rate. There is no wonder that this fishery has been 
coveted. I feel privileged to have cast a line there.  
And now you, too, have the opportunity to fish  
it, if you have reasonably deep pockets – but  
I suspect you’ll have to be quick off the mark.  

A B OV E
Is it a springer?
Jim plays a 
bright fish on 
McDonald,
which turns out 
to be a well-
mended kelt.

A B OV E 
R IGH T 
Balnacoil Falls, 
a temperature 
barrier in the 
spring and the 
gateway to the 
upper 
Blackwater’s 
remote 
wilderness.

BE L OW 
A typical page from the catch record 
book, showing the dominance of the 
Blackwater’s pools below Balnacoil 
Falls, especially in the spring.

Eat, sleepandfish
SE A S ON:  Feb 28-Sep 30.

COST:  Prices range from 
£4,034-£7,700. This includes 
exclusive use of the lodge (sleeps 
16), the services of a housekeeper 
and four or six rods depending on 
the week. Extra costs include tips, 

a cook and food/drink. Gillies are 
freelance. September can be let 
with stalking as well as fishing.

CON TACT:  For availability 
contact Roxtons on 
01488 689 788;  
www.roxtons.com

Struan Lodge.



Andrew with  
Peter Gathercole’s 
perfect springer 
caught at the 
bottom of Pheadair 
on a Willie Gunn.

The Blackwater’s 
prolific Pheadair 

pool in spate – 
often the best 

chance of a springer 
on the whole river.



F
ISHBRAIN now has a new 
look and is even easier to 
use. This simple mobile 
App gives you detailed 
statistics on your own 

fishing. See what’s working and 

what’s not at venues near you. 
Thousands of anglers across the UK 

are already using this new App designed 

specifically for our sport. The basic 

version is free and available for Apple 

and Android smartphone users and is the 

fastest, easiest way to log your catches. 

Use it to record your catches including 

weights of fish, favourite fishing 

locations, swim depths, best methods, 

baits and tackle – and show off your catch 

pictures to other anglers. 

For just £27.99 you can get a full year’s 

subscription to the premium version of 

FishBrain or, alternatively, pay £3.99 a 

month. This upgraded version analyses 

your catches to help you improve. 

DOWNLOAD THE 
UPDATED

GET IT 
FREE 
NOW

Quality Lob worms
- £13.99 per 100 Quality dyed s rimps - .

Next day delivery - £3.95

Quality guaranteed from the largest
live bait distributer in the UK
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01757 618549

NEED TO BUY A 
FAMILY CAR?

TO DRIVEIT’S
FUN

MAKE SURE 
Yes you need a big boot and space in the back. But what’s it like 
to drive? Who better to ask than someone who already owns 
the model you’re considering? At Parkers we have over 40,000 
reviews from real owners and our expert team of reviewers to help 
you make the right choice. So before you buy your  
next car, make sure you check with Parkers.co.uk.

SEARCH PARKERS CAR REVIEWS
OR VISIT PARKERS.CO.UK

LARGEST STOCKIST OF FLY TYING MATERIALS IN THE UK We have everything for the game angling 
enthusiast, with a massive selection of rods,  

reels, lines, flies, flying tying equipment,  
waders and clothing. 

COME AND SEE PROBABLY THE LARGEST 

RANGE OF FLY TYING MATERIALS IN THE UK

GAME FISHING  &  
FLY TYING CENTRE

Unit 22, Robinsons Ind Est, Shaftesbury St, Derby, DE23 8NL
Tel: 01332 331548 // www.gameanglingconsultancy.com

Follow us on
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Steve Woodhall,  
Borve Lodge Estate 

manager, plays a  
trout on remote and 

uninhabited Taransay.

The trout lochs 
of Taransay

Jon Beer explores an island paradise  
in the Outer Hebrides

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N  B E E R
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W
E WERE on holiday. It was a 
family holiday. Not a fishing 
holiday. They’d been fairly 
firm on that matter. I could
see their point: on family 
holidays we’ve always headed

for somewhere south and sunny with a warm 
southern breeze scented with wild thyme, rosemary
and Ambre Solaire. Opportunities to commit fishing
in such places are usually limited to wandering up
some shrunken green rivulet through scratchy 
bushes or trailing something out the back of a boat. I
can resist that sort of temptation. Mostly. But this
time it was different. This time we were staying in
one of the troutiest spots on God’s good earth. I knew
that because I’d been there last year on a fishing trip
– which is when I’d spotted the little white  
cottage for let.

Cliff Cottage hangs above a sheltered bay where
grass and rock tumble down to a tiny shingle beach.
Behind the cottage, hidden in bewildering folds of
rock and heather, lie the hundred lochs of South
Harris. Last year Philip and I wandered happily into
this trouty paradise, fishing in the footsteps of the
long defunct Hebridean Sporting Association (T&S
October 2014). This would be temptation on a grand
scale. The reminder, that this was to be a family 
holiday, had been equally robust. Fishing could  

occur but not much and only at such times when I 
wasn’t needed for family stuff. I closed on the deal 
and we set off.

It started well. It was late in the evening by the 
time the ferry from Skye reached Tarbert but in the 
last days of May it was still broad daylight. As we 
unloaded the car at Cliff Cottage, an otter surfaced 
and made a leisurely tour of the little bay below the 
cottage. I’d sold the idea of a holiday in the far north 
on the promise of wildlife. The fauna, bless its socks, 
was doing its bit. But where was the flora when I 
needed it?

The Outer Hebrides or Western Isles form a long 
chain, a natural breakwater protecting north-west 
Scotland from the worst of the furies of the north 
Atlantic. Of course, I didn’t put it quite like this when 
I suggested the holiday to Judi and Alice. Most of the 
islands are hard, unremitting rock with just a thin 
layer of acidic peat. I didn’t harp on this either. Eons 
of Atlantic storms have hurled the seashells of the 
ocean against this rock, crushing them to a pale 
organic sand. This is driven by wind and waves on to 
the coasts facing the open Atlantic to form a fringe of 
spectacular sand dunes and white beaches. Here, the 
alkalinity of the crushed shell neutralises the acidity 
of the peat to form a fringe of fertility. This is the 
machair, a fertile habitat unique to these western 
coasts. In the Uists, in the southern half of the chain, 

Jon Beer is the  
president of the 

Wild Trout 
Trust. He fishes 

all over the 
world and is 

author of three 
books, Gone 
Fishing, The 
Trout and I, 

and  
Not All 

Beer and 
Bezencenet.

A B OV E Boarding the veteran Falklands 
landing craft for the trip to Taransay.

R IGHT The first fish from the little 
lochan below Beinn na h-Uidhe.
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the renowned lochs of the machair are home to some 
very large trout. In Harris, the beach of white sand at 
Luskentyre has been voted Britain’s best – and 
among the finest in the world – and, in early 
summer, the meadows behind these sands are 
festooned in a carpet of wild flowers.

The next day we went looking for these floral 
jewels. It was a strong, cold wind that hadn’t seen 
double figures since late March. Any rare orchids 
and bright blooms were sensibly keeping their heads 
down. So we walked along the spectacular beach 
until my girls discovered another jewel  
of the dunes. 

For centuries, the folk of Harris 
have brought their dead to be buried 
in the deep sands of the machair. For 
reasons I don’t care to dwell on, Judi 
and Alice love a good cemetery. Give 
them a weathered headstone, a tragic 
accident and a maudlin inscription and they’re 
happy. So while my pair went merrily about their 
ghoulish exploration I looked out across the beach.

My obsession is with islands. They are the very 
stuff of adventure and romance, the essential 
ingredient in half the adventure stories I read as a 
child and the magic of these places has never worn 
off. I prefer my islands like my trout streams and 
lochs – the smaller, remoter and less populated the 
better. And I was gazing across Luskentyre  
beach to an uninhabited island I’d longed to  
set foot on for 20 years.

I’d seen Taransay for the first time when Philip 
and I came to the Hebrides intent on catching a trout 
on every island you could reach by ferry or bridge. 
But Taransay had neither. It had lochs – I’d seen them 

on the map – but no-one I asked could tell me which, 
if any, held trout. Or how I might get there to find out.

And then, last year, as Philip and I fished our way 
around South Harris, we met a man who could. Steve 
Woodhall manages the Borve Lodge Estate. We’d had 
a wonderful day, trouting on Loch Bearastadh Mor 
followed by sea-trout and Philip’s first salmon on the 
lovely little Loch Fincastle (T&S February 2015). 
Borve Lodge nestles among the dunes of the machair 
with Taransay tantalisingly filling the horizon to the 
north. Three years before, Steve had said, the estate 
had bought the island of Taransay. If ever I came 

back to Harris, Steve had said, he would 
try to get me over to the island. 

Well, now I was back and Steve was as 
good as his word. On Thursday 
morning we were standing on a slipway 
watching a strange vessel inch into the 
shore, a landing craft that had seen 

service in the Falklands 30 years before. There were 
six of us: a visiting couple staying on the estate; Judi 
and Alice, lured by the promise of ancient tombs and 
a flushing lavatory; and Steve and me. We scrambled 
on to the lowered ramp and headed into a choppy sea 
under scudding clouds.

Like many a Hebridean island, Taransay was once 
a thriving community with a population in 1841 of 
88 souls, fishing and farming the fertile machair. 
Within a hundred years they had all gone, 
abandoning the island to the sheep and the red deer. 
But then, at the millennium, the island was launched 
into the limelight of the first grand experiment in 
reality television – Castaway 2000 – 36 people from 
all walks of life attempting to create a new, self-
sufficient community for the new millennium.  

“My obsession is with 
islands. They are the very 

stuff of adventure”

BE L OW The 
bizarre cairn, 
built by the 
Castaway 2000 
contestants, on 
the summit  
of Beinn na 
h-Uidhe.



What they created was a new sort of TV programme, 
which is all-too-much with us still. Little else 
remains of Taransay’s year in the spotlight. A herd of 
deer looked up as the landing craft neared the beach. 
And I was trying to remember whether any of the 
castaways had caught trout in the island’s lochs.

The lochs of Taransay lie like beads on a necklace 
leading into the heart of the island. Steve and I set off 
to follow this string of a stream into the hills. The 
main settlement had been at Paible, amid machair 
meadows behind the beach. Beyond the machair the 
land rises into the familiar landscape of rock and 
heather, mosses and bog grass. Nothing was rising 
on Loch Cromlach. I wasn’t surprised. In that chill 
wind I hadn’t seen a trout rise since we’d arrived on 
Harris five days before. The trout, like the spring 
flowers, were keeping their heads down. We climbed 
along Allt a’ Mhuilinn, past the remains of mills that 
might have turned since the days of the Viking 
settlement – and the less lovesome remnants of the 
Castaways’ water supply. 

We were making for Loch an Dùin, Taransay’s 
largest loch at the head of the stream. The dùin – or 
dun – sits in the loch, some 30 yards from the shore. 
A vestigial causeway reached out towards the 
formidable remains of a square stone tower. We 
picked our way across the stones. Tony Scherr, Steve’s 
predecessor at Borve, had told me of a “rocking 
stone”, a deliberately unstable stone that would rock, 
with a clonk, when stepped on, warning the dun’s 
residents of someone’s approach. They all looked 
unstable to me. Several clonked: quite a few were 
underwater. But we made it. It was a spot to warm the 
heart of an old nisophile* – I was standing on an island 
on a loch on an island off another island. And now we 
would see if there were trout to be had on Taransay.

I tackled up, tying on a Goldhead Hare’s Ear in the 
absence of a rising fish, and a small dark Sedgehog 
in case they changed their mind. I was expecting 
nothing so the small pluck at the Goldhead after 
several casts was thrilling. I changed the Sedgehog 
for a Bibio to fish a little deeper. Another pluck. And 
then a small trout came skittering to hand. Not a 
parr: a miniature adult trout with bold spots on a 
slender body. Its twin joined in a few minutes later. It 
was something – but only just. In the only reference I 
had found to fishing on Taransay, the writer had once 
“caught a glimpse of a huge golden flank turning on 
the surface of Loch an Duin”. He supposed it to be “a 
large ferox, briefly up for some of the much smaller 
fry”. We were catching its lunch.  

Left: Pip, Steve’s border terrier, waits patiently for a fish.  
Right: Thrift, or sea pink, growing in the rocks on Taransay.

Steve and Pip 
pick their way 
across the
ruined causeway 
to the dun.
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A shout from the other end of the causeway
announced the rest of the family. They’d explored the
island’s ancient graves and a seal colony: now they
were off to search for medieval middens eroding out 
of the sand. A golden eagle soared above the crest of 
Beinn Ra as Steve and I made our way towards the 
little unnamed lochan tucked in a fold beyond an 
Dùin. He fancied our chances. So did I: small 
unnamed lochans are invariably the home of large 
and unexpected trout in fishing stories. But not this 
one. It was shallow and weedy, its surface crazed by 
the sharp little shower that swept across the island 
as we climbed away to the south towards Beinn na 
h-Uidhe. From this modest summit, with its clumsy 
Castaways’ cairn, we could see the western half of 
the island. To the west rose another hill, almost 
another island, joined by a tombolo, a narrow 
isthmus of sand dune. To the west, beyond the string 
of lochs, the eagle still circled the summit of Beinn 
Ra. To the south we could see the brighter green of 
the machair around Paible with our landing craft 
waiting in the turquoise waters beyond – and, in a 
fold of the hillside between, sat a little lochan 
reflecting the chasing clouds. We made for that little 
lochan and the chance of a last cast before we met the 
others and embarked.

Its waters were sheltered from the cold wind by the 
shoulder of Beinn na h-Uidhe and in the calm of the 
windward shore – I couldn’t believe my eyes – a trout 
rose. I sidled towards the spot and, within a couple of 
casts, the fly was taken. And the rod bent. Not much, 
but this was a proper fish. At just over ten inches, it 
was hardly a monster but it felt like one after the

miniature fish of an Dùin. It was photographed and
returned and as we grinned at this small triumph
the wind dropped and the calm stretched out across
the lochan. And in that moment another fish, two
fish, rose in the far corner.

It was Steve’s turn. He crept towards the rising
fish and cast into the still corner. The heavy 
Goldhead landed with an alarming plop close to the
fading rings. He began the retrieve. And then the rod
was nodding steeply down to the surface. Now this 
was a real fish, stirring the water from the depths. 
Steve fought it to the net, lifted it and we gazed in 
awe. It was a handsome trout, well over a pound,
from this tiny loch tucked into the hill. It has  
a name, that lochan, but who am I to break  
with fishing story tradition?

I’ll leave it unnamed. 

*A nisophile, if I haven’t just made it up, is a lover  
of islands.

  T R O U T  I N  T H E  O U T E R  H E D B R I D E S  

ABOVE
Steve’s fish
of the day,
a glorious trout 
from the  
little lochan. 

“Its waters were sheltered from the cold wind and in the calm of  
the windward shore – I couldn’t believe my eyes – a trout rose”
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I
F THERE’S one thing all those years of
fishing has taught me, it’s that we fly-
fishers are hopeless followers of fashion.
Perhaps because the essence of our sport
is so straightforward, we feel the need to
constantly reinvent the wheel, adapting
techniques and flies to break free from
the shackles of the simplicity of our sport.

Each season seems to bring with it The Next Big
Thing, be it a European nymphing variation, ancient
Japanese fixed-line methods, or a “never fail” fly
pattern; and of course we embrace this in the belief
that we will somehow be transformed into
fish-catching machines.

Some fads are just that – they come and then just as
quickly, go. Other developments prove revolutionary
and stick around for generations. Fly-tying in
particular is prone to
flights of fancy, and while
some materials and tying
styles have stood the test
of time and become
ubiquitous (parachute
hackles, CDC, jig hooks), others burst on to the scene,
create a stir, then sink without a trace. I think we all
have “short-lived miracle fly” stories to tell.

I remember the Dabbler variant I tied for the 
evasive trout of Malham Tarn: early trials proved 
revelatory and the number of big fish I caught on that 
pattern led me to conclude that I had cracked some 
sort of code. Not so – the following season the fly was a 
total flop, for reasons I still haven’t unravelled, and 
was ultimately consigned to the darker corners of 
fly collection. Was it a confidence thing? Surely the 
trout hadn’t changed in some fundamental way? I 
will never know for sure.

And so in the spirit of following fashion, I introduce 
to you this season’s “on trend” colour for river trout 
and grayling – purple!

Now fly dressings incorporating purple are not a 

new concept. The most famous example must surely 
be the Dark Snipe Spider, better known these days as 
the Snipe & Purple, and still used by river fishers the
world over, some 150 years after its development by
the likes of Brumfitt and Pritt. And then there’s Oliver
Kite’s Imperial, which while not being a “purply”
pattern overall, relies on the use of purple silk to give
an impression of dark gunmetal suitable for the
imitation of early season olives.

Beyond those two, I’d be struggling to find an 
established purple-based pattern. That is until a year
ago when I noticed that a few dedicated grayling
fishing friends were starting to favour more purple
and lilac hues in their dressings, over the more 
commonly accepted pink. I’d heard interesting 
things about how such flies were proving to be deadly
for both trout and grayling, but after tying a few 

prototypes, I decided the
colour scheme just didn’t
look right and owing to
this lack of confidence, I
never quite got around to
fishing them.

That was until the back-end of the 2013 trout 
season, when on an otherwise slow day, I gave a 
couple of my early efforts a swim and was taken aback 
by the results. Nymphs with darker purple tones
seemed to attract trout, while the lighter, more 
lavender and lilac shades proved irresistible to 
grayling. The frequency with which such patterns 
were singled out in a two- or three-fly cast was too 
regular to be coincidence and through further trials, 
the word of mouth of others, and feedback from some 
friends to whom I passed a few of my own tyings, I am 
now in no doubt that there is something special about 
the power of purple. Will it be one of those trends that 
dies out in a couple of seasons, or will it have the 
staying power of other more established colour 
schemes? Only time will tell. In the meantime I urge 
you to try one or more of the following patterns…

“There is something special 
about the power of purple”

Purple
Patch

Matt Eastham ties four trendsetting 
trout and grayling patterns that have 

outfished all other flies this year 

Matt Eastham 
has spent the 
past 20 years 

fishing the 
rivers and wild 
stillwaters of 

northern 
Britain. He is 
author of the 

popular North 
Country Angler 

blog.



Snipe and Purple variant
Hook Size 14-16 Partridge Classic Spider  

ad Purple Pearsall’s silk  Thorax Purple UV 

Ice Dub  Hackle Snipe covert feather

 T possible to significantly improve traditional 
rth Country Spiders? Perhaps not, although 
iants such as Paul Procter’s Pearly Butt Bloa 

ve that you can give a lift to an already deadly 
pattern. The Snipe and Purple has always been 

one of my favourite wet-flies and during the 
colder months I would feel disadvantaged if I 

didn’t have one somewhere on my cast. 
Some traditional Spider patterns don’t lend 
themselves to comparisons with specific 

invertebrate groups and the Snipe and Purple is 
one of these. Some have suggested that the fly 

makes a passable imitation of small stonefly 
species, I think that its true value lies not in 

imitation but suggestion. Whatever the truth, the 
fact remains that it has always proved a deadly 

pattern. Perhaps the colour was always the main 
attraction, rather than any imitation. 

This version uses a tiny pinch of purple UV 
dubbing behind the hackle to add to the colour 
trigger and provide a hint of flash. Already it has 
proved its worth on a three-fly cast, and instils in 
me that most important of qualities – confidence.

Sandro’s Special Nymph
Hook Size 14 Hends BL154 jig  

Bead Slotted silver tungsten 2.8 mm  

Thread Black 14/0 sheer  

Tails Coq de Lyon  Rib Fine red wire

Body dubbing Black hare/rabbit

Thorax Hends Microflash dubbing no. 17

THIS LITTLE nymph by Italian angler 
Sandro Soldarini is gaining a big reputation 

on the competition scene and beyond. It 
may look unassuming but it has outfished 

many established favourites in my box. 
The reason must be the thorax of Hends 

Microflash, an amazing material that 
assumes an otherworldly lilac-green 

luminescence when wet. It has proved 
amazingly effective for grayling and by 

swapping the thorax for a darker dubbing, 
such as purple Ice Dub, it becomes 

a great catcher of trout. 
As is the trend with modern European 

nymphs, this version is tied on a jig hook, 
which some anglers believe allows the fly 

to fish hookpoint up. I have som  
reservations about this claim, but t  
offset nature of the bead on a jig-st

hook makes for a pleasing profile and
dressing fouls the gape.

The Special Nymph can be deploy
a part of any of your usual nymphing

tactics, although I find it most at home
when fished as the point fly on a French

Leader or Trio set-up. It may not be much
to look at, but this pattern will take more 

than its fair share of fish.



        

 G R A Y L I N G  P A T T E R N S  

The Lilac Lunacy Shrimp
Hook Size 12-16 Fulling Mill CZN black 

nickel   Weight Fine lead wire, coated 

with purple nail varnish to seal

Thread UTC70 in grey  Rib 6 lb clear 

copolymer  Shellback Clear 3 mm Body 

Stretch  Dubbing Hends Microflash no. 17 

with a pinch of UV Ice Dub no. 14

Thorax cover Purple or black nail varnish

I AM no stranger to a garishly dubbed 
Shrimp, but prior to last autumn I had 

lways restricted myself to versions in pink 
d orange. After revelling in the success 

 e Special Nymph, I began to wonder if 
 same dubbing could be used in a 
hrimp pattern. I arrived at this 

alien-looking thing. 
 ad a feeling it would work. Its first 

uting was in low clear water – the sort of 
conditions in which you would be mad to 

tie on such a bright fly. Call it a momentary 
clouding of logic, but something said I just 
had to give it a swim. Two dozen fish later 
and I was sold. A week on I returned even 
more fish on a trip to a local stream, all of 
which chose the Lilac Shrimp over any 

other fly. On a trip to the Nith, I fished it in a 
productive pool that three of us had been 

through earlier that day with drabber, more 
conventional bugs. The result was another 
five fine grayling, including my best of the 

day at 2 lb 7 oz. I was flabbergasted.
Several of my friends have tried the

pattern, in conditions ranging from a dirty
brown flood to clear low water. It hasn’t

failed them yet.
The key to this pattern is the dubbing

material, which when wet has to be seen to
be believed. It really is that good.

Purple Tail Jig
Hook  Size 14-16 Hends BL154  Bead Slotted 

natural tungsten, to suit hook size (3.4mm - 

2.5mm)  Thread Black Sheer 14/0  Tail Strands 

of Hends Microflash dubbing  Rib Textreme 

glitter thread #17 ‘pearl purple’  Body Grey 

squirrel  Thorax Blend of black/lilac/purple 

Spectra dubbing, plus Hareline Hare’E Ic   

in ‘Harder’s Bloody Black’  

Hackle cdc spun in a dubbing loop

THERE IS much to be said for confidenc   
it comes to flies and for that reason alone, I  

myself reaching for this understated nym . 
I wanted to strike a balance between the 

grayling-enticing lilac and the darker range of 
tones acceptable to trout. 

It is loosely based on a non-jig version of a 
nymph I have used for several seasons that 

incorporates the bloody-black hare/Ice Dub 
blend, but I’ve added a pinch of purple to 

the mix and a collar of spun CDC. 
This nymph did an fine job of tempting grayling 

from clear water, but more surprisingly it took a 
number of trout when fishing the tail end of a 

peaty coloured spate on the Ure in September. 
This is a fly that fishes best in smaller sizes. I 

have sizes 12-16 and it is the latter that have proved 
most deadly, particularly when fished on a 

dropper above a weightier point fly. The body 
dubbing is a random mixture and I don’t believe 
it’s necessary to copy it exactly, so long as the 

“dark with a hint of purple” maxim is adhered to.
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The great Iri  
sea-trout to r

ChrisMcCullyfishesnightanddayontheseemingly
limitlessFoylesysteminNorthernIreland

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GARDINER MITCHELL

HE MANY RIVERS that comprise
the Foyle system in Northern
Ireland almost all hold sea-trout and
the fishing is to be had at modest – or
even no – cost. A visitor has access to
hundreds of miles of high-quality
fly-fishing in both fresh- and
saltwater. Crucially, there are no
salmon farms anywhere near the
main Foyle saltwater basin, which
runs into the Atlantic through
narrows near Magilligan Point,
opening into mighty Lough Foyle,
north-east of Derry-Londonderry.

owns this is an area of low, even
declining, population; the waters of some former
clubs or estates are now underfished or not fished at

all, yet the salmon and sea-trout still run and it’s a 
region of often outstanding natural beauty. I know at 
first-hand that great kindness is often shown to 
visiting anglers.

It was impossible in the course of a week to fish all 
of the waters, but with Gardiner Mitchell, Lionel 
Knobbs and Larry Swire (a long-term and highly 
skilled English visitor) I managed to visit four venues 
providing highly varied sea-trout fishing.

Given water, the Burn Dennett, which meets the 
tidal Foyle below Strabane, holds salmon and sea-
trout from May onwards, though the bulk of the 
sea-trout run from June. They’re typical Irish sea-
trout, running from 10 oz to 2 lb. Anything over 2 lb 
would be a good fish. It’s a small river, a succession of 
pools and glides, many overhung with trees. An
ability to roll- and/or switch-cast would help in some 
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“TheSurfaceLurecanbea
goodwayofascertainingthe
numberoffishinapool”

of the tree-lined pools.
I’ve fished the lower, tidal reaches of the Dennett. 

There are almost always some sea-trout present: they 
prospect into and out of these lower pools from the 
main Foyle, and may remain here even when a 
summer flood has sent some of the shoals upriver. We 
began fishing at low water, in the early evening when 
a fell sun still glittered in a brittle blue sky. Ian 
Gamble, who knows these reaches as well as I know 
my flower-beds, wasn’t deterred. He recommended 

Chris explores a 
promising stream  

on the tidal section  
of the Burn Dennet.

Local guide Ian Gamble (left) suggests a night fly for the Burn Dennet.

Chris McCully 
has written or 
edited more 

than 20 books, 
including, 

Nomads of the 
Tides, a book 
about Irish  
sea-trout, 

published by 
Medlar Press.
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small, silver-bodied flies (size 14s), casting quietly
and covering the deeper glides. I moved a little
finnock on the first cast and thereafter played and
lost three similar fish in quick succession. As dusk
deepened, however, Ian did much better, catching
three sea-trout running to 1¼ lb in tidal glides lying
just upriver. As darkness fell the weather turned cold,
with a poisonous north-easterly wind. That killed the
fishing, but not before I’d lost yet another sea-trout
lying at the mouth of what was no more than a trickle
of an inflowing stream. There was clearly a good head

of fish present and by torchlight I put on a small 
Surface Lure (ethafoam-headed, on a size 12). 
Occasionally I use the Surface Lure as a diagnostic, 
because sea-trout will sometimes nip and splash at it 
even when they’ve no real intention of taking it, and 
the lure can be a good way of ascertaining the 
number of fish in a pool. And so it was. The sea-trout 
nipped and splashed. It was still too light, and too 
cold, for anything to seize it with intent, and we 
turned home in what had become a midnight chill.

The River Finn is fished more for its salmon than 
its sea-trout yet it holds (given water) a mind-
scrambling head of sea-trout. Again a two-pounder is 
a good one and you won’t catch many of 3 lb and over 
during a season. These fish make up for their lack of 
size, however, by their abundance, their activity and 
their strength when hooked. They also can take very 
well at dusk, in darkness and during daylight in the 
weak-coffee waters of a receding flood.

On our visit to the Finn, we caught things just right. 
Some extra water had entered the river from its main 
tributary, the Reelan, and there was six inches of 
extra flow during the day, with the water dropping. 
The Glenmore Estate’s streams and succession of 
pools and flood-sculpted glides are much-covered by 
salmon-anglers and almost every inch of every pool 
can hold a fish. Yet sea-trout can and do lie both at the 
edges of the currents (in a flood) and in the slower, 
deeper pools (almost always). At dusk the sea-trout 

ABOVE
A good height
on the Reelan
River.

BELOW
A sea-trout
jumping on the
River Finn.

 S E A - T R O U T  F I S H I N G  I N  N O R T H E R N  I R E L A N D  
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will prospect around the pools in which they lie, and
some may also take in the cheeks of the streams.

The main holding pool on the Glenmore waters is 
called The Graveyard, a 500-yard long glide. It’s in 
demand but by a fluke, Gardiner and I could get on it. 
Larry was fishing upriver. We picked up a couple of  
1 lb sea-trout during the day as the water dropped, but 
at dusk Larry waded down towards us, having 
released four grilse. “Just lost a sea-trout,” he said. He 
pointed upriver with his rod-tip, to those pools and 
glides that formed a braided head to the Graveyard. 
“Just off the current…” I needed no second invitation. 
There in the dusk the sea-trout were nosing into the 
currents upstream of us. Some would run into the 
next pools upriver that night, but some would fall 
back. I took two more little sea-trout from these lovely 
runs – a Donegal Blue, size 12, on the dropper worked 
wonderfully well – and then, with Gardiner, fished the 
main Graveyard as darkness fell. “We’re the only 
eejits fishing the Graveyard for sea-trout in this 

A 10 ft, 6 wt-8 wt rod will
be ample for sea-trout.
Chris used 6 lb-8 lb clear
nylon and flies in sizes 10-14,
the smaller sizes in sunshine
and low water. Standard
sea-trout flies will be fine
but don’t be without a
selection of Surface Lures.
For the Culdaff you should
carry some sandeel
patterns too.

“We caught things just right. 
Some extra water had 

entered the Finn from its 
tributary, the Reelan”

Chris returns a Finn 
sea-trout at dusk.

What Tackle?



height of water,” Gardiner said, his mind on salmon.
Eejits we may have been, but as the noise of the river
strengthened while light left the sky we released
another seven or eight sea-trout between us, with
the best pushing 1¼ lb. They were splendid fish,
blue-purple, with the Foyle tides still on them.

I’d defy the most rabid salmon angler not to find such
sea-trout dusks exciting: you expect a take every time
the flies swing across the flow. Yet here, as on the
Dennett, the air temperature dropped alarmingly
after sunset (to 8 deg C) and the sea-trout
stopped taking.

Historically, the gravel channels on the main Foyle
upstream of Derry-Londonderry were fished for
salmon and sea-trout from the shore, on a beat known
as The Islands. It’s still possible to gain pedestrian
access to these gravel runs and fish them at low water,
though I doubt many now do so. We launched a boat
from a slipway the Loughs Agency has recently built
upstream of the city and motored south, fishing from
both a splendid new concrete platform (the Loughs
Agency’s work) built alongside a promising salmon
stream and then, further upriver, from the gravel
islands themselves. Because we were exploring we
didn’t fish for long in each place but we did release a
little sea-trout of ¾ lb in one gravel-bottomed run

Chris’s ordered selection of classic sea-trout flies include Donegal Blue,
Butcher, Teal, Blue and Silver, Claret Bumble, Bibio and Dark Mackerel.

“Duringthefirsthourofthe
floodbothheandGardiner

turnedfishthatthey
estimatedat3lb”

Chris plays a 
finnock on 
the Culdaff 
estuary.

 S E A - T R O U T F I S H I N G I N N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D  
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(Bibio Hopper, size 12) and saw a number of grilse 
moving. It’s also worth noting that the main Foyle can 
also be reached by walking downstream on the 
Dennett: the junction of the Dennett and the Foyle can 
be waded and often holds shoals of sea-trout.

Our final stop was the Culdaff, which meets the sea 
on the Inishowen peninsula, at a picturesque estuary 
lying almost at the end of the Wild Atlantic Way. 
Because of its loveliness and relative remoteness I’d 
always wanted to fish the Culdaff. I’d also heard 
many rumours over the years of the sandeel 
population there. “Yes,” said one local barman, “used 
to go on holidays and catch sandeels with our bare 
hands. Sat on the rocks, too, and watched the shoals 
of sea-trout in the bay…” 

We began an hour before low tide and fished 
through until three hours into the making water. 
Just before dead ebb I watched some small sea-trout 
working the edge of an exposed sandbank for 
sandeels – and got two of them on a size 10 longshank 
White Minkie. As Lionel pointed out, however, of old 
the Culdaff had a reputation for producing much 
bigger sea-trout, and during the first hour of 
the flood both he and Gardiner turned fish that they 
estimated at 3 lb. As the tide climbed, however, the 
sea-trout seemed to vanish, leaving behind only the 
cries of the gulls, the stress of the wind and the 
slow circles of mullet.  

The Foyle system
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Alastair Peake 
on a remote 
Fjordland
stream.



The year of 
the mouse

Timing is everything for Matt Harris as he explores 
New Zealand’s magical rivers in search of some of  

the biggest brown trout in the world

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  M AT T  H A R R I S



“Comebackinamouseyear,
whenthosesamefishhave

beengorgingthemselvessilly”
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SK ANY VETERAN trout angler 
where the ultimate brown trout 
fishing experience on the planet is to 
be found, and they will almost 
certainly tell you to look no further 
than New Zealand. Its gin-clear 
streams offer genuine sight fishing 
for behemoth trout that dwarf the 
competition. Throw in arguably 
the most breathtaking scenery  
in the world, and you surely  
wouldn’t even contemplate  
going elsewhere. The fishing  
is perfect.

Or perhaps I should say, almost perfect.
In years past, I’ve made a number of pilgrimages to 

New Zealand, and I’ve experienced great fishing, 
catching titanic fish up to and beyond the magical  
10 lb mark. I’ve made great friends, and enjoyed every 
minute, and yet I’ve always had one nagging issue. The 
fish are big – no question – but I’ve always felt that
many of New Zealand’s trout, especially the really big 
fish, are often, well, just a little ragged looking. While 
the fish of Ireland, Patagonia and the western USA 
rarely attain sizes to challenge the leviathans of New 
Zealand, they have a plump, pot-bellied gloss that can 
make the NZ fish seem somewhat old and gnarly.

As I sat chatting with my old mate, the brilliant
New Zealand guide  
Craig Simpson in the pub 
on the last night of a 
previous trip, I hesitated to 
mention my heretical 
misgivings. We’d just had 
a banner day – brown trout 
of 6 lb, 7 lb, 8 lb, 9 lb and 
yes, 10 lb, all sight-fished from a stunningly beautiful, 
crystalline river that flowed between spectacular, 
snow-dusted peaks. To pour cold water on such a 
special day seemed churlish. However, with my 
tongue well lubricated by a few pints of Tui’s Best, I 
couldn’t help myself – it just came tumbling out.

Craig sat back in his chair and took a long draft on 
his beer, before addressing my complaint: “A bit 
skinny, are they?” he grinned. I almost winced – 
“skinny” – did I really say that? How could I have been 
so tactless? So downright bloody rude?

Craig just laughed, “Well, this year, you might have 
half a point,” he conceded as he drained his glass, “But 
you come back in a mouse year, when those same fish 
have been gorging themselves silly. Then you tell me 
they’re skinny.”

Ah, those mythical bloody “mouse years”… I’m 
almost sick of hearing about them.

Here’s the story: every five years or so,  
New Zealand’s beech trees produce a bumper crop of 
seeds. Beech trees make up around 70 per cent of the 
vast forests that cover New Zealand’s south island, and 
when these trees drop their seeds, the entire forest 
floor is carpeted in these juicy, protein-filled snacks.

In these years, there is usually a huge explosion in 
the mouse population.

Mice love beech nuts, and when well fed, they are 
prolific breeders, typically maturing in two months 
and producing litters every month from then on. 
Feeding, normally confined to the warmer months, 

goes on right through the winter, and by early 
summer, the number of mice scuttling around the 
forest floor reaches plague proportions.

Needless to say, a good number of these mice find 
their way into the river. You can guess the rest: a big, 
hungry brown trout is rarely going to pass up  
such a big, easy meal.

On these special years, the trout really pack on 
weight: three pounders become five pounders, six 
pounders become nine pounders, and eight pounders 
become… well, they become the fish of your dreams.

Except that I’m never there to see it. 
None of my visits to New Zealand have ever 

coincided with one of these elusive mouse years. 
However, late last year, my great friend and  
New Zealand aficionado Pete Rippin casually 
mentioned that 2015 was looking like a perfect storm – 
two hot dry summers on the trot with a mild winter in 
between. With Craig’s words ringing in my ears, I 
dropped everything, grabbed a last-minute flight and 
headed for the Land of the Long White Cloud.

First stop was the superlative scenery of Fjordland, 
on the South Island, where I hooked up with Alastair 
Peake, a young and hugely likeable English guide, who 
works for guiding legend, Ron Peacock, out of 
Fjordland Lodge.

Alastair is a diamond – great company, tirelessly 
hard-working and a brilliant fish-spotter. He’s also a 

great fisher, and his 
single-handed 
speycasting techniques 
were a revelation. We had 
a brilliant three days 
tramping and camping 
into a remote southland 
river that was packed full 

of big, burly rainbows and cunning, elusive  
browns in the 3 lb-6 lb class.

On our last evening, as we passed the last of the 
Scotch back and forth across the camp fire, with a 
billion stars twinkling in the clear Southern sky, I 
asked Alastair about his thoughts on it being a mouse 
year. Alastair was diffident – the fish we had caught 
were handsome but not unusually fat, and when I 
made this observation, Alastair told me that the 
Department of Conservation had been using 1080 
poison extensively to curb mouse numbers in many 
areas, as the rodents were responsible for eating 
indigenous bird eggs.

My heart sank. Perhaps the guaranteed mouse year 
wasn’t such a certainty after all…

I mulled this over on the long drive north to meet up 
with Claire and Carl Cleaver, at the wonderfully 
appointed Ahuriri River Lodge, situated just a stone’s 
throw from one of the South Island’s premiere trophy 
trout streams. Carl and Claire are great company and 
we stayed up late, telling tall tales over Claire’s 
wonderful cooking and plenty of excellent  
Kiwi Sauvignon Blanc.

The next morning, Carl and I tackled the Ahuriri’s 
gleaming waters, pulling out some lovely browns on 
big dry Cicada patterns. Gorgeous fish, every one of 
them, but again, no sign of the mouse-fattened 
monsters I’d hoped for. We caught a succession of 5 lb 
wild brown trout, that anywhere else you’d have given 
your eye teeth for, but I was starting to suspect that 

Matt Harris is 
a professional 
photographer 

whose  
fly-fishing 

images from all 
over the world 

have won 
numerous 
awards.
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The author with a 12 lb 
brown trout – the second 

“double” of the day.

maybe the mouse year just hadn’t happened after all. 
Carl was frustrated – he has caught some huge fish 
from the Ahuriri and I know that he was desperate to 
show me one of these spectacular specimens – but 
they all stayed hidden on that beautiful, fish-filled day.

Too soon, I was bidding Carl and Claire goodbye and 
heading north to catch up with an old friend.

It was great to see Craig Simpson again: we shared 
plenty of laughs over a beer or two, and when I 
grumbled that the mouse year didn’t seem to have 
been quite as spectacular as I’d hoped, he gave me his 
trademark grin from over the top of his pint. “I’ll show 
you some proper ones tomorrow,” he predicted 
confidently, and when I asked where we were headed, 
he winked mischievously before re-kindling an old 
gag that I remembered from years past: “Tomorrow, I 
think I might just take you into the Nunya River.”

We were up early and as we started the long walk up 
the valley, I watched spellbound as the clouds briefly 
parted to show a fresh dusting of snow on the vast 
mountain peaks ahead. It was unseasonably cold, with 
rain in the air, and as we made our first crossing of the 
river, Craig – wet wading in traditional New Zealand 
style – was forced to concede that perhaps my less-
than-manly decision to choose breathable chest 
waders was a good one. A vivid rainbow lit up the 
valley ahead, and in spite of the chill in the air, I felt a 
strong premonition that perhaps today was our day.

After a couple of hours, the river started to narrow 
into a deeper, more defined channel. Craig slowed to a 
snail’s pace, and started to scan the likely spots. 
Abruptly, he stopped, and crouched low, bidding me to 
do the same. “There,” he hissed, “just above the yellow 
rock.” The water was clear but very deep, and it took New Zealand’s gin-clear water makes for unforgettable sight-fishing.
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me a while to spot the yellow rock, never mind the 
fish. I tried to make out a tell-tale sign, an eye or a tail, 
or the giveaway of the double line – the fish and its 
shadow. The light was grey and soft, and even Craig 
was forced to admit that spotting was tough, but 
suddenly the currents broke into a big, clear mirror, 
and just for a second, I was afforded a perfect window.

Right there, deep down in the pool, was a freakish, 
deep-bodied brute of a thing – the fish I’d flown  
12,000 miles for.

For nearly an hour we worked on that fish using any 
number of weighted nymphs, but to no avail. Finally, 
uncharacteristically, Craig suggested we move on. I 
pleaded for just one more cast: the pool was very deep, 
and I had the nagging suspicion that even the huge 
nymph we’d resorted to, with two hefty tungsten 
beads, wasn’t getting right down into the fish’s eye-
line. I pitched the big Stonefly way, way upstream: 
even in the deep water, the cast risked spooking the 
fish by placing half a fly-line right over its head, but we 
were about to leave – what did I have to lose?

The indicator bobbed back towards me unmolested, 
but just as I was finally becoming resigned to reeling 
up and following Craig upstream, the little smudge of 
greased wool stopped and then swerved sideways. I set 
the hook hard, and felt solid resistance, and then the 
magical thumping electricity of a big living thing on 
the other end. Hearing my cry, Craig wheeled round 
just in time to see the vast fish career into the air in 
the first of half a dozen spectacular cartwheels. 
Suddenly, my heart was in my mouth and I was 
running downstream, slithering over the boulders as 

the fish charged off out of the pool. Finally, we caught 
up with it, and I’m not ashamed to say my hands were 
shaking as I prayed for the gossamer tippet to hold. 
Eventually, after a gut-wrenchingly long battle, I drew 
the trout up into the shallows, where Craig bundled its 
huge fuselage into his cavernous landing net.

I scrambled over and peered into the folds of the  
net, and the sight that met my eyes was astonishing. 
Eleven and a half pounds of wild brown trout. My 
biggest yet. Not ragged. Not gnarly. On the contrary –  
it was in immaculate condition, and was almost 
grotesquely fat. “Too skinny for ya?” grinned  
Craig triumphantly.

I was utterly elated, but our perfect day was only just 
beginning – a little way upstream, we found another 
trout in an emerald-green gem of a pool that looked, if 
anything, even bigger. After numerous fly-changes, 

“I peered into the folds of the net and the 
sight that met my eyes was astonishing”

BE L OW  
Felix Borenstein 

hangs on to a 
high-flyer.

Matt with  
an 11½ lb 
mouse-eater.



Carl Cleaver 
approaches the 
fabulous Ahuriri 

on New Zealand’s 
South Island.
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Booking and guidewe finally persuaded it to eat one of Craig’s “secret” 
nymphs, and it catapulted into the air in a picture-
perfect somersault that momentarily fixed its vast
golden frame against the dense bronze-green canvas
of the beech and manuka forests across the river. It
was bigger! Twelve pounds, and the most magnificent
brown trout I have ever seen in my life. Not a scale out
of place and an absolutely perfect, mouse-fattened
specimen. I could barely believe my luck.

Two trout weighing twenty-three and a half pounds.
In two hours.
Not a day I will forget in a hurry.
The next few days were exceptional. Despite

unseasonably cold weather and cloudy skies that
impeded even Craig’s ability to see the fish, we caught
a series of stunning fish between 7 lb and 9 lb. All
were packed full of mouse-protein and fought like
tigers. Too soon, Craig was obliged to head north to
meet newly-arrived clients, but as he did his best to
stop me from hugging him goodbye (Kiwi guides are
not yet totally in touch with their feminine side), he
generously suggested that I go and try again for yet
another big fish that we had spotted and very briefly
hooked and lost a few days before. I rose early the next
morning and was afforded another very special day,
catching two fish of 12 lb and 8 lb. Fishing without a
guide on New Zealand’s big-fish streams is tough,
and many NZ veterans will tell you that to catch a
trophy fish on your own counts double. To catch two
trophy fish unaided was one of the great thrills
of my fly-fishing life.

“So, where is this magical Nunya River?” I hear you
ask. Well, I can tell you that you won’t find it on Google
Earth. Or in John Kent’s celebrated books about fishing
the rivers of New Zealand. In fact, you won’t find it on
any map in existence. But Craig Simpson will take you
there. The Nunya, you see, is the subject of Craig
Simpson’s favourite fishing gag:

“Where’s the Nunya, Craig?”
“Nunya flippin’ business.”
 

THE EXACT locations of the rivers 
Matt fished on his trip have been 
kept secret for good reason. If 
they became widely known they 
would be overfished and the trout 
would suffer. They are also the 
hard-earned discoveries of local 
guides (listed below), whose 
livelihoods are dependent on 
pristine rivers and healthy 
populations of fish. Fishing 
with a guide is essential in New 
Zealand, not only to give you the 
best chance of finding the fish but 
also to advise you on tackle and 
tactics and ensure your safety. 
Matt recommends the 
following experts:

Q Pete Rippin: My trip to New 
Zealand was one of the great 
fly-fishing adventures of my life. 
It was organised by Pete Rippin, 
who has spent a great deal of time 
on the great trout streams of NZ. 
Contact Pete at: www.
flyfishergroup.com
Q Craig Simpson: Craig is one of 
the most gifted and likeable 
fly-fishing guides anywhere on the 
planet. Big fish are his speciality, 
and he has guided anglers to more 
double-figure fish than most. 
Fishing with him is a privilege and 
I cannot recommend him highly 
enough. Contact Craig at:     
simpson.rotoroa@farmside.co.nz
Q Alastair Peake: Alastair Peake 
may become one of the great 
fly-fishing guides of his generation. 
He is an absolute natural, a great 
fish-spotter and a real pleasure to 

spend time with. 
Contact him there via: 
info@fiordlandlodge.co.nz
Q Ahuriri River Lodge: Carl and 
Claire Cleaver are lovely folk and 
their lodge is in a fantastic spot, 
right on top of the trophy waters 
of the much-feted Ahuriri. While 
others have to drive the long track 
up the valley every morning prior 
to fishing, Carl is ideally situated to 
access the best water in minutes. 
Claire is a wonderful cook, and 
Ahuriri River Lodge offers a really 
authentic NZ experience. 
Contact Carl at:
ahuriririverlodge@gmail.com
Q Owen River Lodge: 
Felix Borenstein’s quintessential 
NZ lodge is a real treat, with great 
food, a great atmosphere and a 
roster of really excellent guides. 
Contact Felix at: 
felix@owenriverlodge.co.nz
Q Scott Murray: Scott is a legend 
in NZ fly-fishing and rightly so. His 
Riverview lodge is one of the 
cosiest and most relaxed I have 
ever visited and I enjoy his 
company immensely. Contact 
Scott at: troutspotter@xtra.co.nz



Clearwater
Fly Reels

£59

Hydros
Fly Reels

from £169

Battenkill
Fly Reels

from £79

Encounter II
Fly Reels

from £45

CFO
Fly Reels

from £279

Access
Fly Reels

£99

QUEST - 6 PCE
Designed for fishing any time, anywhere.

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Quest 8’6” #4 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’ #5 #6 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’6” #7 £109.99 £94.99
Quest 10’ #5 #7 £109.99 £104.99

TRUEFLY SLA - 4 PCE
Super lightweight rod with English bronze finish

Rod LengthLine RRP Price
Truefly SLA 7’ #3 £79.99 £69.99
Truefly SLA 8’ #4 £79.99 £69.99
Truefly SLA 8’6” #4 £79.99 £69.99
Truefly SLA 9’ #5 #6 £79.99 £59
Truefly SLA 9’6” #6 #7 £89.99 £69
Truefly SLA 10’ #5 #7 #8 £89.99 £72.99

SPEEDSTER
Super-high retrieve

rate reel with a
narrower spool,

inboard mounted
handle & an large

outer diameter

1.5 Fly Reel £249
2 Fly Reel £269

3 Fly Reel £299
Spare Spool from £120

2 Fly Reel £309
2 Fly Reel £329

Spare Spool from£120

AGILITY FLY - 4PCE
The action of the blanks are medium / fast and
combine excellent casting potential with a
smooth fish playing action.

10’ #3 #4 #5 RRP £54.99 PRICE £42.50

ORACLE EXP SWITCH ROD - 6PCE
useful when smaller flies and lighter lines are
required to improve presentation.

11’ #7/8 #8/9 RRP £89.99 PRICE £74.99

LITESPEED
An iconic ultra-large arbor reel

KONIC II
Smart design & high performance

RRP NOW
Konic 2 Fly Reel £139 £110
Konic 3.5 Fly Reel £149 £115

ALL REDUCED

SCOTT A4 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Smooth casting high line speed rods with low physical weights.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'6” #4 £349
8' #3 #4 £349
8'6" #4 #5 £349

A4 Fly Rods Price
9' #4-#10 #12 £349
10’ #4 - #8 £349

SCOTT G2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
For stalking trout with tiny flies, long leaders, & light tippet.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'7” #2 #3 #4 £599
8'4” #2 #3 #4 #5 £599

A4 Fly Rods Price
8'8” #3 #4 #5 #6 £599
9’ #4 # 5 #6 £599

SCOTT RADIAN FLY RODS - 4 PCE
A great combination of speed and power

Radian Fly Rods Price
8'6” #4 #5 £649
9' #4 - #7 £649

Radian Fly Rods Price
9'6” #6 #7 #8 £649
10’ #4 - #8 £649

Stealth 6 Models
RRP £129 £179
NOW ONLY

£64.50-£79.50

Snowbee Onyx
7 Models

RRP £49.99 £92.99
NOW £49.99-£79.99

Snowbee Classic 2
4 Models
NOW

£27.99-£39.99

Snowbee Geo
3 Models

RRP £195 £239
NOW £159-£219

Geo Cassette
Fly Reels & Bundle

RRP £185 £229
NOW £235-£279

SNOWBEE GEO NANO FLY RODS - 4PCE
The ubiquitous larger stillwater & reservoir rods plus 3 Salmon rods
Geo Nano RRP Price
8'6” #4 £349 £315
9' #5 #6 #8 #9 #10 £349-£399 £315-£349
9'6" #7 £389 £339
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £389-£399 £349
13' #8 #9 £479 £429
14' #9 #10 6 Piece Travel Rod £539 £479
14' #9/10 £499 £449
Geo Nano Switch - 4PCE RRP Price
10’9” #7 £429 £379
11’6” #8 £449 £399

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE FLY RODS - 4PCE
Superb quality coupled with outstanding value.

Prestige RRP Price
8’ #4 £219 £189
9’ #4 #5 #6 £239 £199
9’6” #3 #7 £259-£269 £219
10' #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 £259-£279 £219-£229
10’ #8 £259 £149
10'6”#3 New Style Handle £299 £269
11’ #3 New Style Handle £299 £269

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE SWITCH FLY RODS - 4PCE
Lightweight and effortless power producing distance and accuracy.

RRP Price
10'8" #6 ONLY £289-£299 £169

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 FLY RODS - 4PCE
Incorporating the very latest thinking in fly rod design & material technology.
Diamond 2 RRP Price
7' #4 £139 £116
8' #4 £145 £119
9' #4 #5 #6 £155-£159 £129
9'6" #7 #8 £165 £135
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £165-£179 £139-£149

9' #4 #5 £159 £99
9'6” #8 £149 £89
10' #3 #4 #5 #6 #8 £169 £99

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 SPEY & SWITCH FLY

RODS - 4PCE
Superb performance and affordable value.

Diamond 2 Spey RRP Price
12'6"#7 #8 £249 £215
13' #8 #9 £269 £229
14' #9 #10 £289 £249
15' #10 #11 £309 £269

Diamond 2 Switch RRP Price
10'6"#7 £209 £179
10'6"#8 £209 £179

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY RODS - 4PCE
The Classic Fly Rods with all-new 4-piece blanks, providing crisp,
responsive action. Ideal for those just starting fly fishing.

Classic RRP Price
6' #2/3 £55.99 £45
7' #3/4 #5/6 £59.99 £47
8'6" #4/5 £65.99 £54
9' #4/5 #5/6 £69.99 £59
9'6" #6/7 £78.99 £63
10' #4/5 #7/8 £85.99 £69-£72

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY ROD COMBOS - 4PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers
and available in specialized sizes.

Classic Combo Kits RRP Price
8'6" #4/5 £99.99 £79.99
9' #5/6 #7/8 #8/9 £104.99-£117.99 £79.99
9'6" #6/7 £115.99 £89.99

20%OFF
Purchase a Snowbee fly rod, fly
reel & fly line & get 20% off
the complete outfit!

SNOWBEE 790 CASSETTE REELS & BUNDLES

A Cassette Spool version of the Popular 790 model. Built to the
same exacting standards as the other reels, but fitted with a
precision moulded, reinforced polycarbonate Cassette Spool.
Giving the same line capacity as the standard model, this offers
the advantage of quick-change, inexpensive cassette spools, so
favoured by competition fishermen. Also available as a ‘retro-fit’
spool head to convert your existing 790 Geo into a Cassette reel.

Cassette Fly Reels RRP Price
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel £62.99 £54.99
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £84.99 £74.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel £69.99 £62.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £92.99 £79.99
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel £209 £169
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £259 £199
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel £235 £179
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £279 £210

GREYS XF2 STREAMFLEX FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers and available in specialized sizes.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 6'6" #2 £189.99 £155
XF2 7' #3 £194.99 £159
XF2 7'6" #4 £204.99 £169
XF2 8' #4 £204.99 £169
XF2 8'6" #5 #6 £209.99 £169
XF2 9' #5 #6 £219.99 £179

Greys XF2 Streamflex Plus 9'6"/10'
#3 #4 #5

Two exceptional rods in one. Unique 9ft 6in
extension system allows the precise dry fly rod to
be transformed into a 10ft nymph rod in seconds
- without re-threading the rings
Available in #3, #4, #5 RRP £269.99 £228.99

GREYS XF2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
An adaptable all-rounder, XF2 is a quality rod that excels in a range of fishing situations.

Rod LengthLine RRP NOW
XF2 9' #5 #6 £219.99 £175
XF2 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £219.99 £175

GREYS GR30 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
With a slightly more forgiving action than the GR50, the GR30 allows high line speeds with the
minimum of effort. The GR30 looks every bit as good as it casts.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 7'6" #3 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8' #4 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8'6" #5 £99.99 £88.99

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 9' #5 #6 #8 £109.99 £93.99
GR30 9'6" #5 #6 #8 £119.99 £99.99
GR30 10' #7 #8 £119.99 £99.99

GREYS GR50 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon fibre in an advanced taper design, the GR50 is a physically light
fly rod. The fast recovering, high performance action is the replacement for Greys all-time best selling
GRXI+ range is truly class leading.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR50 6' #3 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 6'6" #4 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 7' #3 #5 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 8' #4 #6 £139.99 £119.99
GR50 8'6" #5 £139.99 £119.99
GR50 9' #5 #6 #8 £139.99 £119.99

Rod Length Line RRP
GR50 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £127.99
GR50 10' #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £127.99
GR50 13' #8/9 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 14' #9/10 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 15' #10/11 £249.99 £224.99

REDUCED
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REDUCED

REDUCED

3 SPECIAL OFFERS

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 10' #6 #7 #8£229.99 £185
XF2 Carnivore 9' #8 #9 £229.99 £185

GTS/GX REELS
Large Arbor GTS cassette reels with Greys
unique line ID system. RRP NOW
GTS500 #5 #6 #7 £49.99 £44.99
GTS500 #7 #8 #9 £49.99 £44.99
GTS700 #5 #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
GTS700 #7 #8 #9 £99.99 £89.99
GX900 #2 #3 #4 £119.99 £99.99
GX900 #4 #5 #6 £124.99 £104.99
GX900 #6 #7 #8 £129.99 £109.99
GX900 #8 #9 #10 £139.99 £119.99
GX900 #10 #11 #12 £149.99 £129.99

REDUCED

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

ORVIS ENCOUNTER SPIN/FLY COMBO ROD
It's a spinning rod. No, it's a fly rod. Actually, it's both.

Encounter Spin/Fly Combo Rod RRP Price
7' #5 (fly) 1/16 - 3/16oz (spin) £225 £199

ORVIS SUPERFINE CARBON FLY RODS
Classic precision dominates the unsanded graphite blank with
matching graphite wraps of the Superfine Carbon.

Superfine Carbon Fly Rods RRP Price
6’ - 9’ 7 Models in the range from £335

ORVIS RECON FLY RODS
Recon teams a high-performance, fast action feel with light swing
weight.

Recon Fly Rods RRP Price
7’ 11” - 10’ 7 Models in the range from £315NEW

NEW

ORVIS HELIOS 2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
20% stronger than the original Helios, 20% lighter in hand, 100%
increase in tip-impact strength, fine-tuned tapers for unrivaled
tracking, accuracy, and lifting power

ORVIS SUPERFINE GLASS FULL
FLEX RODS
Get ready to change the way you feel. Orvis have applied modern
Orvis taper design principles to a classic rod-building material to
produce a 3-weight fibreglass fly rod that's smooth and slow, yet
crisp and strong.

Superfine Glass Full Flex Rods RRP Price
7' #3 NEW £349 £289
7'6" #4 NEW £349 £289
8' #5 NEW £349 £315

Helios 2 RRP Price
6' #2 £735 £675
7' #4 £735 £675
7'6" #3 £735 £675
7'9 #5 £735 £675
8'4" #2 #3 £735 £675
8'6" #4 #5 £765 £689
9' #4 #5 #6 £765 £689

Helios 2 Saltwater RRP Price
8'6" #2 #3 £765 £689
9' #6 #7 #8 #9

#10 #11 #12 £765 £689
9'6" #6 £765 £689
10' #6 #7 #8 £765 £689
11' #6 #7 #8 #9 £825 £749

NEW FOR 2015

NEW FOR AUTUMN / WINTER 2015

ORVIS CLEARWATER FLY RODS - 4 PCE
The all new Clearwater® Series reaps the rewards of our award-
winning Helios™ technology. Lighter and more responsive than
ever, the Clearwater Series offers 20 models 

Clearwater RRP Price
6' #2 £179 £159
7' #4 £179 £159
7'6" #3 #5 £179 £159
8'6" #4 #5 £179 £159

ORVIS FREQUENT FLYER FLY RODS - 7 PCE
Travelling with your fly rod has never been easier than with the 7-
piece travel fly rods Frequent Flyer fly rods. 

Frequent Flyer RRP Price
8'6" #5 £215 £179
9' #5 #6 #8 £235 £189

ORVIS ENCOUNTER FLYER RODS - 4PCE
Encounter fly rods are quality discount fly rods that allow novice
anglers to easily enter the fly fishing world. Offering the most
popular sizes and line weights, these Encounter fly rod outfits elimate
all the guesswork on your part.

Encounter RRP Price
8'6" #5 £149 £135
9' #5 #8 £149 £135
9’ 6” #6 £149 £135

Clearwater RRP Price
9' #4 #5 #6 #7

#8 #9 #10 #12 £179 £159
9'6" #6 #7 £199 £179
10' #4 #5 #6 #8 £179-£199 £159-£179

Spare Spool 
from £55

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for river & still water anglers.

Line RRP
9’ #5 #6 #7 £229.99
9’6” #6 #7 £249.99

Length Line RRP
10’ #7 #8£269.99 

GREYS GR70 DOUBLE HANDED R/T
Double handed rod designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP
14’ #9 £379.99

GREYS GR70 6 PCE TRAVEL ROD
Giving all anglers the ability to venture further than before.

Length Line RRP
9’ #5 £239.99

Length Line RRP
9’6” #7 £259.99

GREYS GR70 STREAMFLEX / STREAMFLEX PLUS
Fast recovering, smooth medium-fast action fly rods

Length Line RRP
Streamflex 6’6” #3 £199.99
Streamflex 7’6” #4 £199.99
Streamflex 8’ #4 £209.99 
Streamflex 8’6” #5 £209.99 
Streamflex 9’ #4 #5 #6 £219.99
Streamflex Plus 9’6” #3 #5 £279.99 

ORVIS CLEARWATER SWITCH RODS
High-end performance at an excellent price, giving you the back-
saving ease of two-handed casting.

Clearwater Switch Rods RRP Price
11’ #6 #7 #8 #9 £299 £269
12’ #8 £299 £269
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Simms GR4 PRO
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£699

Simms G3 Guide
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£549

Simms Guide
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£429

Simms Headwaters
Convertible Fishing
Waders Stockingfoot

£449

Simms G4Z
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£799

Simms G4 Boa
Wading Boots

£249

Simms G3 Guide
Wading Boots

£239

Simms Rivertek 2 BOA
Wading Boots

£189

Simms Vapor
Wading Boots

£169

Simms Freestone
Wading Boots

£159

Simms Flats Sneaker
Wading Boots

£119

Simms Zipit Bootie II
Wading Boots

£85

Simms Guide Flip
& Ebbtide Flip

£79

Simms Freestone Felt
Wading Boots

£139

Orvis Silver Sonic
Stockingfoot
Zippered Waders £355
Guide Waders £339
Convertible Waders £235

Orvis Endura Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot £235£149
Infinity Gravel Guards £26
Neoprene Guard Sock £25

Orvis Encounter
Felt wading boots

RRP £75 £89

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Fishing Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Lightwt Super
Tac-L-Pac Fly Vest
RRP £125 £99

Orvis Hydros
Strap Vest

RRP £125 £110

Orvis Encounter
Wading Jacket
RRP £99 £85

Breeze Bloc £53.99
Country £79.99

SFT Breathable Waders
RRP NOW

Chest Stockingfoot £359 £289
Zip Front Stockingfoot £399 £329

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Stockingfoot Waist £229 £189
Stockingfoot Chest £249 £199
Stockingfoot Zip Front £299 £249

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot Chest Combi Felt £249 £199
Bootfoot Zip Combi Felt £319 £269

Snowbee Prestige Nubuck
Wading Boots

RRP £149 NOW £75

Snowbee XS-Pro RRP NOW
Studded XS Tra Grip £129 £105
Combi Felt £119 £99

Snowbee Ranger
Felt Sole Wading Boots

RRP £79.99 £59

Snowbee Rockhopper Neoprene
Spike Sole Wading Boots

RRP £59.99 £49.99

Snowbee Classic
Fly Vest

RRP £43 £37

Snowbee Geo
Fly Vest

RRP £83 £75

Snowbee Geo Wading
Fly Vest

RRP £73 £65

Snowbee Superlight
Fly Vest

RRP £50 £45

Snowbee Superlight
Mesh Fly Vest
RRP £46 £39

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Over Trousers

RRP £119 £99

Snowbee Shirts
Short or Long Sleeves

from £39.99

Neoprene Gravel Guard
made of 3mm double lined
Neoprene
£17

Snowbee Stream-Trek
Studded XS Tra Grip

RRP £139 £149 £125

Snowbee SFT Sonic-Welded
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £299 £269

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £139 £119

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Jacket

RRP £189 £169

Orvis Clearwaters
Mesh Vest

RRP £59 £49

Greys Strata All Weather
Quilted Jacket

RRP £59.99 £53.99

Greys Strata Guideflex
Technical fishing trousers

RRP £44.99 £39.99

Greys Strata Fly Vest
Lightweight & waterproof.

RRP £49.99 £44.99

Scierra X-Tech Wading
Jacket

RRP £129.99 £116.99

Snowbee Smoker Cooker
Made from Stainless Steel
RRP £47.99 £39.99

Snowbee Float Tube Kit
Twin tube V Boat style
RRP £199 £179

Snowbee Prestige
Gamefisher £19.99

18 Models to choose
from - Starting from £199

11 Models to choose from

Maui Jim Sunglasses
from £89

Maui Jim BiFocal Sunglasses
from £115

Snowbee Magnalite Full
Frame £49.99

Snowbee Prestige Sport Sunglasses
2 Styles available £49.99

Gore Range Tech
Vest Pack £129.99

Marabou Vest
£129.99

Sagebrush Mesh
Vest £119.99

Open Range Tech
Vest Pack £149.99

Wasatch Tech Vest
Pack £159.99

Vaquero Waxed
Canvas Vest £119.99

Wildhorse Tech Vest
Pack £199.99

G3 Guide
Fishing Vest

£199

Guide
Fishing Vest

£149

Slick Jacket
Fishing Jacket

£449

Headwaters
Fishing Jacket

£249

Exstream Series
PrImaLoft Synergy
Insulated
Jacket £239
Trousers £179

Vertical Mesh
Fishing Vest

£119

Freestone
Fishing Vest

£79

PFG Henry’s Fork
Lightweight fishing

vest with 12 pockets
to hold all your gear.

£89.99 

Simms Dry Creek
Chest Pack

£69

Simms Headwaters
Chest Pack

£79

Simms Headwaters
Hip Pack

£99

Headwaters 1/2 Day
Hydration Pack

£99

Headwaters
Gear Bag

£99

Headwaters Packs
Sling Pack £79
Large Sling Pack £99

Simms Headwaters
Tackle Bag

£169

Elk River Youth
Vest £74.99

Simms Headwaters
Gear Bag
£189

1/2 PRICE

Airflo Outlander Gear
Bag

£39.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rolling Cargo Bag

£79.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rucksack/Chest Pack

£59.99

Airflo Outlander Vest
Back Pack
£59.99

REDUCED

CC3 XP
Stockingfoot Waders
RRP £149.99 £129.99

Snowbee Fly Vest /
Backpack

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige Long
Fly-Fishing Waistcoat 

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable 3/4 Field Jacket

RRP £169 £139

Orvis Access
Wading Boots £139

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Pivot Boot Felt
Wading Boots £165

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Encounter 
Waders & Boots
Waders          from  £135
Boots             from  £69 
See website for details

Fall Run
Jacket
£189 

Kinetic
Jacket
£255

Riffle
Jacket
£255

Superlight
Trousers

£59

Superlight
Zip-Off Trousers

£69

Superlight
Shorts
£55

Guide
Shorts
£59

Shirts
from

£59 - £95

Wading Staffs
from

£99 - £129

Simms Headwaters
Full Day Pack

£149

Simms Dry Creek Back
Packs and Hip Packs

£109 - £259

• Waterproof Zips 
• 3 Layer Bonded System
• High Breathability

NEW SFT 4mm Neoprene 
Chest Waders RRP NOW
Stockingfoot £149£129
Bootfoot Combi Felt from £185£165
Bootfoot - Cleated   from £179£159



StanHeadleyreturnstosaltyStennessonOrkney,whereyoumay
catchhalfadozenseafishaswellassomeremarkablebrowntrout

I
F YOU WANT to fish Stenness you must have
a decent blow. Puck Kirkpatrick, Norm Irvine
and I had set aside a May Sunday for a return
to one of my favourite Scottish lochs mainly
because wind was forecast. Unfortunately,
one can have too much of a good thing.

We gathered in the Orkney Trout Fishing
Association’s Stenness site hut – Davey’s Noust,
named in memory of a talented and gregarious young
fisherman who died tragically early in life – with the
foreboding that we might not be out long, as the wind
was building and the rain was lashing down. We

launched and travelled over to the Roadside Shore,
not one of my favourite drifts, but the wind speed and
direction offered few alternatives.

We started hitting a number of undersized trout,
and Norm extracted a nice fish of about 1½ lb. In a
roundabout way, we also studied the biodiversity of
Stenness by catching some small coalfish (“sillocks”
to the natives) and sticklebacks. Continuing this drift
we entered Deepdale Bay, a fabulous fishing location
and home to exceptional fish. But by then the strong,
near gale-force wind was starting to turn the shallow
water turbid, writing off any further hopes of fish. We

BE L OW 
Dusk and  
a last cast  
on the Loch  
of Stenness.

P H O T O G R A P H Y B Y C O L I N K I R K PAT R I C K



       

did, however, get some fairly close-up views of a large 
dog-otter hunting and feeding before we had to admit 
defeat and retire after only two hours of fishing.

There are two indelible fish-related images that 
stick in my mind to the exclusion of all others, and 
both have their origins in the Loch of Stenness. The 
first is of a giant trout, arguably weighing double 
figures, hanging in the air; 
the other is of a young boy 
gazing with awe at a stuffed 
trout of authenticated  
double figures.

When I was a kid the 
family used to take a trip out 
every Sunday. The choice of 
venue was pretty much up for grabs but I usually 
plumped for Stromness, a small town in the west of 
the Orkney Mainland. This may seem a strange 
choice for a youngster who was never happier than 
when exploring, far from the madding crowd, 
beaches, fields and moorland in sun, wind and rain.

There was method in my madness. Stromness had 
(and still has) a museum, and this museum contained 
a stuffed trout, and I would stand and stare at this 
long-dead fish for as long as I was allowed. This was 

no ordinary trout. When captured in the Stenness 
Loch, in the beginning of the 20th century, it weighed 
29¼ lb. I cannot look at Stenness without thinking of 
this leviathan, and the possibility that other equally 
majestic trout inhabit its waters.

Stenness Loch is unique. Bi-monthly floods of 
saltwater invade it from the Atlantic via Scapa Flow. 

The impact of this salty 
influx is wide and varied. 
Primarily a trout loch, 
Stenness has a unique 
biodiversity. In my youth 
large shoals of mullet used 
to drive fly-fishermen daft 
as they showed on the 

surface masquerading as trout. I haven’t seen mullet 
in Stenness for years and the herring shoals that used 
to wander in seem also to have disappeared, 
reflecting, perhaps, the decline of North Sea 
populations. In fact the decline in species in the sea 
are reflected in the microcosm that is Stenness.  
I sometimes wonder if the previously mentioned 
monster trout had more of a marine diet than that of 
“normal” trout. Among the exotic species I have 
caught in this strange but fascinating loch are 

“I would stand and stare at 
this long-dead fish for as 

long as I was allowed”

Stan Headley 
has been 

fishing for trout 
since he was a 

boy and is 
author of Trout 
& Salmon Flies 

of Scotland 
and The Loch 
Fisher’s Bible.
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coalfish, pollock, garfish, herring and turbot. But
what keeps me going back are its trout.

Brown trout are always a reflection of their
environment. Wherever they are found, within
reason, roach are roach, eels are eels, and salmon are
salmon, almost identical to each other in colour and
confirmation, true to their physical type. But wild
trout will always vary, to a greater or lesser degree,
from their neighbours across the glen or down the
valley. In my heyday in Orkney, I took pride in being
able to identify the provenance of any trout caught
within the county’s major lochs,
even though some lochs would
have fish of varying colour or
form within their confines.
These differences led
ichthyologists of previous
centuries to classify some of the
fish as separate species. While
working at the British Museum, Albert Günther, a
contemporary and follower of Charles Darwin,
attempted to define various British trout as
subspecies and classified Stenness trout as Salmo
trutta orcadensis, a separate race from all other
British trout. His work is still admired to this day, but
(and it is a very big but) his attempts to define trout
from different habitats as subspecies no longer
carries any weight. Although we still use terms such
as sea-trout, Leven trout and slob trout as though they

indicate stand-alone types of trout, by and large*, all
brown trout in the UK are Salmo trutta regardless of
their appearance.

Stenness trout appear different because their
environment is very different. Stenness is a sister
loch to Harray, and at one time both were lumped
together under the single name Stenness. But the two
lochs could hardly be more environmentally diverse.
Harray is almost pure freshwater, although
historically less so, is full of rocky shallows (skerries),
and hosts trout from its deepest to its shallowest

parts. Stenness, on the other hand,
is very salty, contains very few
localised skerries, and the vast
majority of its trout population are
confined to its margins. Trout in
Harray feed on a variety of
freshwater life such as shrimp,
cased caddis, insect nymph and

larval stages, and copious amounts of zooplankton,
while in Stenness the bulk of the food is shrimp
(gammarus sp.) and stickleback fry (although the
bigger specimens have a distinct penchant for larger
fish species such as eels and butterfish). Apart from
gammarus, which have a marked toleration for
saltwater, there is little common on the menu, and in
recent years there is a popular belief that gammarus
are becoming less important to Harray trout. Harray
also has numerous spawning burns while Stenness,

“AlbertGüntherclassified
Stennesstroutasaseparaterace
fromallotherBritishtrout”

ABOVE LEFT
Norm’s 1½ lb
fish from the
Roadside
Shore.

ABOVE
RIGHT
A coalfish or
“sillock” as it’s
known locally.

Hook Size 10-12 Fulling Mill Competitio

Heavyweight Thread Red

Tail Mix of GloBrite floss, nos. 2 and 6

Rib Twisted pearl Mirage

 Body Chopped and dubbed

GloBrite floss, nos. 2 and 6

Hackles Pink and hot-orange cock

hackles, wound together

Dame Edna
Hook Size 10-12 Fulling Mill Competitio

Heavyweight  Thread GloBrite floss,

no. 16  Tail Faded scarlet hackle fibres

(looks like hot-pink)  Rib Fine silver

thread or wire  Body Pearl Mirage

Wing White wing slips or white marabo

Hackle Faded scarlet hen  wound in

   

Hook Size 10-12 Fulling Mill

Competition Heavyweight

Body Tying thread medium with very 

fine red holographic (Madeira) over 

Wing Three/four very sparse bunches 

of pale magenta rabbit fur  

Hackle Hot-orange hen, wound in front 

of the composite wing

Flies for Stenness



      

  

in reality, has only one now functioning at any 
appreciable level, and this is a major problem for the 
long-term survival of its trout.

I suppose every major fishery has threats hanging 
over them, and the more we love these places the 
greater and more cataclysmic we perceive these 
threats to be. I deeply love Stenness trout not only 
because of their beauty, potential size and table-
worthiness (I have never eaten trout so delicious as 
the Stenness brown trout, and that includes the much 
acclaimed sea-trout), but also because they are so 
challenging, and that brings us back to that mental 
picture, mentioned earlier, of a massive trout  
hanging in the air.

Norman Irvine and I were fishing the shallow 
water below the farm of Arion, at the west end of 
Stenness. This is a complicated area to fish because 
rock ridges, covered in dense growths of 
bladderwrack, extend from the shore and can impede 
a drift. The trout-holding water is very shallow, as are 
all the best areas in Stenness, and magnificent fish 
can be extracted from small, clear patches among the 
weed. Such a patch offered Norm a cast and, as soon 
as he did so, there was a massive water disruption as 
a heavy fish took his fly. A split second later a once in 
a lifetime fish erupted out of the water, and Norman 
muttered “He’s off!” I already knew it was gone 
because I had seen Norm’s flies hurtling back towards 
the boat. I was devastated – I really wanted to see this 

fish close up – but Norm seemed to take it in his
stride. How big was it? By replaying the mental
picture over and over in my mind, I would say, by
girth and length, it must have been in double figures,
but who can say? I had never, and still haven’t, seen a
living Stenness trout even approaching that size.

Stenness is mysterious, its trout seeming to break
many of the rules we take for granted. Almost all
fishing is done in the very shallow, marginal water in
depths of sod-all to 2 ft. But there is one area,
nicknamed the Dogger Bank, north of the Ness of
Redland, where fish can be found in deep, open water.
I use the term “deep” as a relative factor as there is no
water deeper than 14 ft, give or take a few feet subject
to the tide. The fish caught there are no monsters, just
solid fish up to 2 lb, but in the right circumstances
large quantities can be caught. They look different
with green backs and very silvery flanks. When we
first saw them we reckoned they were sea-trout, but
that latterly proved incorrect. We quickly learned that
the Dogger Bank fished best a day or so after a big
wind that had turned the normally clear water into a
turbid mess. We then discovered by spooning dead
fish that they were stuffed with a mysid shrimp 
commonly called possum shrimp, which lived in 
great numbers in the sand and silt off the Ness of 
Redland. Strong wind and wave action would drive 
the shrimp from their homes and the trout would 
have a field day. It seemed that there was a population 

A B OV E L E F T 
The 29¼ lb 
brown trout  
in Stromness 
Museum that 
inspired the 
young Stan 
Headley.

A B OV E 
R IGH T 
A greedy 
stickleback. 
They grow big 
in Stenness.

BE L OW 
A drift towards 
the eastern 
shore with the 
neolithic Ring 
of Brodgar 
standing stones  
in the distance.
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of trout in that area that had built their life round this
natural harvest, and had accordingly given up the
normal shallow water environment. This change in
behaviour also meant that the normal camouflage
colouring had been altered to suit the environment,
hence the green and silver colouration. The other
evidence that seemed to prove that they were not
sea-trout was that fish entering Stenness from Scapa
Flow regularly showed the marks of sea-lice attack,
and when salmon-farming in Scapa Flow expanded
every sea-trout showed, to a greater or lesser effect,
sea-lice damage. The Dogger Bank fish never showed
any sea-lice damage.

The trout flies of Stenness are also unique in that 
they are the most colourful, bold, brash and flashy 
trout flies you will ever come across. I once had a 
Stenness box that was never opened on any other 
loch. The appearance of them in any other 
environment would have sent trout panicking in all 
directions. The best colours were orange, crimson 
and magenta, with pearl or silver bodies. Why they 
should work so well in Stenness is probably an 
unsolvable mystery. They certainly don’t produce any 

noteworthy fish-catching qualities on any other loch I
have tried them on, fresh or brackish.

Stenness flies originate from a variety of sources,
for me at least. One day I was fishing down the
Kirkness shore and moved a large number of fish, but
not to my flies – every fish was trying to eat my sleeve
connector, which was a subtle orange-ish pink.
I rushed home and put my observations to work on
the tying bench and came up with the P&O – a double-
palmered fly with orange/pink materials. The P&O
became a mainstay pattern for Stenness.

While exploring the Dogger Bank, I devised a
pattern that I named the Dame Edna, for obvious
reasons, in a surprisingly effective attempt to semi-
imitate a possum shrimp. It has taken some of my
heaviest fish from the brackish water. The Magenta
Slick came into being purely by accident. While
playing around with the “Slick” concept – a means of
tying a Cormorant-style pattern with a superior wing
– it occurred to me that a Stenness Slick could have
benefits. I married red holographic tinsel and pale
magenta rabbit fur, et voila!, another successful 
pattern to add to the armoury. Of course, many other 
concoctions failed or had fleeting success, but I can 
recommend the three above for those who want to 
explore fascinating Stenness.

* MODERN genetic studies of ferox trout seem to indicate 
that there is a specific, genetic difference between them 
and Salmo trutta, and they may well prove to be a 
distinct trout subspecies.

“Every fish was trying to eat 
my sleeve connector, which 

was a subtle orange-ish pink”

A B OV E  
A Stenness 
brownie fights 
all the way to 
the boat.

A B OV E 
R IGH T 
Bright flies 
bring rewards: 
a beautifully 
patterned trout.

    



Designed around a convenient

four section assembly each model

immediately transmits a positive

feel and their balance in the hand

allows for a quicker movement by

you right down to the tip.
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The reel is visually fantastic

with a stunning metallic,

platinum and gold finish

that can easily be

recognized on the bank.

Comes with a spare spool.
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New and improved with
upgraded features and new
cosmetics, it’s two ball bearings
keep things running smoothly
and its Digigear - Digital Gearing
- ensures optimized speed,
power and durability.

Built for prime cuts across a mountain of fluorocarbon,
mono, and wire. Simms’new Nipper takes this angling
mainstay to the next level.

Code Size

MM4420 Citron

MM4419 Chrome

MM3301 Gun Metal

MM3302 Oasis

MM3303 Orange £32.99

&RGH $FFHVVRU\ 3ULFH

00���� 5HSODFHPHQW�%ODGHV �����
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• Super large arbour for rapid

retrieve & fly line memory
reduction

•  Largest arbour and lightest #7/8 
cassette fl y reel

• Aluminium die-cast frame & cage
• Unique dot alignment cassette

spool fixing

FREE POSTAG
ON ORDERS OVER £50
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The simple, elegant Daiwa Trout Fly rod delivers performance

and quality at a bafflingly good price. The 3pc carbon blank

sports a crisp medium fast action, and comes i a selection of

f eshwater, single handed applications.
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The past few years has seen a
major boom in the pop
of ‘predator’fly fishing -
Zander, Bass or Pollack -
anything from a huge Tro
reservoir to a canal or eve
jagged coastline.
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The Truefly SLA Salmon rod portrays 
the same stunning aesthetics as the 
Truefly SLA trout rods and like the 
trout rods, these salmon rods 
are pioneering for their 
price-point.
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With the latest “Cross Weave”technology and have
a wonderful, precise and balanced action.
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The Proaxis range of one and four section
saltwater fl y rods have been designed and 
developed by Hardy in conjunction with 
some of the world’s fi nest saltwater Guides 
and Anglers.
Designed and developed in conjunction 
with Andy Mill, the most successful Tarpon 
tournament angler in the world.
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Fitted with the new aerospace grade aluminium two 
part reel seat, designed in-house by Greys engineers for
better form and function.
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A rod specifi cally designed to complement modern fishing styles
with the more familiar casting techniques of top hand dominant
traditional casting styles. The XF2 “S”Series is the perfect choice
for those who feel they would like to venture into the world of
short head lines and shooting heads, and are seeking the correct
tool for the job but don’t want to go back to casting school.
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A versatile rod for those who like casting, or fishing in rivers which
favour the use of a full line. Provides performance at short as well as
longer range, a much overlooked yet very important factor when
choosing a fi shing rod. The traditional action perfectly complements
casting full length floating, intermediate, or sinking lines.
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These rods can perform where brute force is required, 
while at the same time, able to present to a charging 
fish at twenty feet.
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The Ultra light DD range
of fl y reels combines the
legendary strength of
Hardy fl y reel design into
a new Ultra large Arbor,
lightweight design that is
both supremely practical and
aesthetically stunning.

6LOYHU 0RGHO &DSDFLW\ 553 1RZ

+5���� ���� :)������\GV �� � �������

&RGH 0RGHO &DSDFLW\ 553 1RZ

+5���� ���� :)� � ��\GV �� � �������

8/75$/,7(�''�%/$&.
The Black Edition features 
the addition of a black 
satin, anti-glare edition 
to help anglers fi shing 
for spooky fi sh in clear 
waters where ultimate 
stealth is required.
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Fitted with the new aerospace grade aluminium two
part reel seat, designed in-house by Greys engineers 
for better form and function.
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Loop’s new Evotec series are manufactured with 

the latest “Cross Weave” technology and have a 

wonderful, precise and balanced action. Loop’s 

“Perfect Curve” philosophy has led them to a rod 

with minimum recovery vibration that allows 

the caster to vary tempo without problem. The 

formed handle is a blend of cork and epoxy that 

provides ultimate grip in all situations.

The Zenith series harnesses the 
industry changing properties of 
Hardy & Greys SINTRIX material within
an ultra advanced design to produce
a range of rods that off er user 
friendly, ultra high performance and
incredible strength to weight ratio.
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,
tracking and aid consistency in the cast.
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The XF2 Streamfl ex is an all new, Greys 

in-house designed rod with stunning maple 

burl wooden spacers, high grade alloy reel 

fi ttings and section line up marks.

With Greys superb custom-composite tipped handle 

combined with a new advanced blank design the XF2 is 

a light line rod that can’t be bettered.



Will compulsory catch-and-release on many rivers deter some anglers from fishing?



Where will 
you be fi shing 

next year?

Eddie retires
EDDIE MCCARTHY, the much-admired 
superintendent of the River Thurso,
is retiring after 35 yearś service.

He told T&S: “Í m going to śettlé ,
but will continue to look after Lord
Thursó s private stretch of the river
and enjoy some trout fishing on
the hill lochs.”

Eddie, aged 68, began work on the
Thurso aged 16 and has spent almost 
all of his working life on the river. His 
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GameFair cancelled

Fish of themonth
THE WINNERS of the Sharpé s fish of
the month competition for September
are: salmon – Ueli Zellweger, Minehead,
Somerset (24 lb from the River Usk);
sea-trout – Harry Rigg, Biggleswade,

Beds (15 lb from River Conwy at Betws-y-
coed); brown trout – Len Woodwand, Brill, 
Bucks, (7 lb 8 oz from Barn Elms Fishery, 
Bucks); rainbow trout – Andrew Simmonds, 
Salsburgh, North Lanarkshire (3 lb from 
Allandale Tarn Fisheries, West Lothian).

Lough Erne to go coarse?
FLY-FISHERS ARE being urged to 
comment on the proposed 
Management Plan for Lower Lough 
Erne, which threatens to turn Northern 
Ireland ś only remaining wild trout 
lough into a coarse fishery. 
    Ulster Angling Federation said: 
“It is depressing to note the consultation 
does little for trout angling.”
  The proposal suggests removing 
“...the imaginary line defining the 
coarse and game areas of Lower Lough 
Erne and allow the use of maggots and 
ground bait in designated areas of the 
lower lough shore.”
   The deadline for responses to the 
plan is 5 pm on December 4. 
Visit www.dcalni.gov.uk/angling.

Category 1: Districts where the 
conservation limit has been met in four 
out of five years. Exploitation is 
sustainable and no additional 
management action is currently required. 
Existing non-statutory local management 
interventions are deemed effective.

Borgie (SAC) Dee (SAC) Deveron Doon 
Fincastle (non SAC) Findhorn Forss Grudie 
Halladale Helmsdale Naver (SAC) North 
Esk Oykel (SAC) Spey (SAC) Tay (SAC) 
Teith (SAC) Thurso (SAC) Tweed (SAC) 
Wick

Category 2: Districts where the 
conservation limit has been met in three 
out of the last five years. Management 
action is necessary to reduce exploitation; 
mandatory catch-and-release will not be 
required in the first instance, but this will 
be reviewed annually. Production of a 
conservation plan is required in 
consultation with Marine Scotland.

Alness Berriedale (SAC) Brora  Conon 
Don Dunbeath Girvan Hope Kinloch Kyle 
of Sutherland (non SAC) Langavat (SAC) 
Nairn North Harris (SAC) South Esk 
(SAC) Stinchar Torridon Tweed (non 

SAC) Ythan

Category 3: Districts where the 
conservation limit has been met in only 
two or less of the last five years. 
Exploitation is unsustainable and 
mandatory catch-and-release (all 
methods) is required for at least one 
year. The production of a conservation 
plan is required in consultation with 
Marine Scotland. *Rivers marked with an 
asterisk have been placed in Category 3 
because of a lack of rod catch data with 
which to calculate a Conservation Limit. 

Add Ailort Aline Annan Applecross 
Arnisdale Awe Ayr Baa Badachro Balgay 
Beauly Berriedale (non SAC)* Bervie 
Bladnoch (non SAC)* Bladnoch (SAC) 
Broom Carradale Carron Clayburn Clyde 

(non SAC) Cree Creed Creran Croe Dee 
(Aberdeenshire) (non SAC) Dee 

(Kirkcudbright) Drummachloy* Eckaig 
Endrick (SAC) Ewe Fleet (Kirkcudbright) 
Fleet (Sutherland)* Forth (non SAC) 
Fyne Glenelg Gour* Gress Gruinard (non 

SAC) Howmore Inchard Inner Inver Iorsa 
Irvine Kennart Kilchoan Kirkaig Kishorn* 
Laggan Laxford Leven Little Gruinard 

(SAC)* Little Loch Broom Loch Long Loch 

Roag (non SAC) Lochy Lossie Luce Lussa 
Moidart Morar Moriston (SAC)* 
Mullanageren Naver (non SAC)* Nell Ness 

(non SAC) Nith Orkney* Ormsary 
Pennygowan Resort (non SAC)* Ruel 
Sanda* Scaddle Shetland* Shiel Sligachan 
Small Isles* Snizort South Esk (non SAC)* 
Spey (non SAC)* Strathy Sunart Tay (non 

SAC) Thurso (non SAC)* Ugie Ullapool Urr*

THE COUNTRY Land and Business Association will no longer run the 
CLA Game Fair and has cancelled the planned event at Ragley Hall in 2016. 

The CLA said the event had failed to generate enough income in each of the 
last three years and cited competition from an “increasingly crowded summer 
calendar of outdoor events”. 

It added: “We can no longer ask CLA members to allow their membership 
subscriptions to underwrite the losses the event makes.”

The CLÁ s first fair took place in 1958 at Stretchworth Park, Newmarket. 
This yeaŕ s event at Harewood House, Yorkshire attracted 131,000 visitors 
over three days.

A period of consultation is underway in which the CLA is seeking “proposals 
from other organisations on how the Game Fair might be able to continue”. 

The proposed conservation status 
of fi shery districts in 2016 



Thedo-gooders
Richard Donkin reveals how an army of angling 

volunteers is making a difference

A
MONG THE trendy 
eco-lexicon that has 
emerged in the past 20 years 
or so, you may have come 
across the term, citizen 
science. I don’t know who 

coined the phrase but I know what it 
means and so do a growing body of 
anglers who, instead of just throwing their 
hands up in frustration at declining runs, 
have been doing their bit, supplying 
observations and data to build knowledge 
of the health of our river systems through 
the Riverfly Partnership.

For the past eight years, hundreds of 
anglers have been among volunteers 
reporting regular fly sightings at key sites 
in a monitoring scheme set up by the partnership. 
This is supplementing other initiatives such as the
National Riverfly Census launched this year by
Salmon & Trout Conservation UK (S&TC). The
schemes are important because they carry
out the kind of on-river monitoring that
cannot be undertaken by a hard-pressed
Environment Agency.

The Riverfly Census has yet to report in detail on its
findings but analysis of observations submitted in
the spring are already pointing to a marked decline
in populations of Gammarus, the river shrimp, in
some of our most pristine trout streams.

Gammarus are an important component of the diet
of trout, grayling and juvenile salmon so it will be
interesting to see where these
declines are most manifest and
whether any cause can be established
for their declining numbers. The
discovery that numbers were well
down on what they should have been
in a sample taken in the Upper Itchen
is a cause for concern, particularly since these
declines seem to have been overlooked by the
Environment Agency. 

“We’re seeing a Gammarus malaise right across the 
12 river sites we’re monitoring. Numbers have fallen 
and in some cases pretty alarmingly,” says Paul 
Knight, chief executive of S&TC, who says he will be 
looking for funding to extend the scheme to more 
sites for a further three years.

Trout fishers have a long history of etymological 
observation that until relatively recently has been 
missing from salmon fishing. I’m not saying that 
salmon fishers are so focused on their quarry that 
they don’t pay attention to the ecology of their rivers. 
It’s just that matching the hatch has never been a
feature of salmon fishing.

That’s because salmon do not eat when 
they are migrating up river to spawn. For 
sure, they attack food-like things and they’ll 
swallow a bunch of worms. They ingest but 
they don’t digest. It’s why we invest so much 
in producing brightly-coloured lures, which, 
by convention we call flies, and why we 
do our utmost to make them call 
attention to themselves.

Part of me – a big part – hopes we never 
know all there is to know about salmon and 
trout, but that doesn’t mean we should fail to 
recognise the sterling work undertaken by 
S&TC and the Riverfly Partnership.

Anglers have been vital in the past in 
highlighting pollution incidents and fish 
kills. But there is still more we can do, often 

in seemingly small ways and some of this is about the 
attitudes we take to the river bank.

If you smoke, do you have to chuck your tab end or 
empty fag packet in to the water? Or, if you drink, 
must you crush your beer can under a stone? I hate 
seeing old beer cans in streams. For years I’d mutter 
and grumble at someone else’s callousness. But it took 
another step, psychologically, to stick a plastic bag in 
my pocket and to start picking up those old cans 
and bits of litter. 

The step that went from “well it wasn’t me that 
chucked it” to “no, but I could pick it up” was a big 
one and even now it’s hard to ignore a feeling of 
righteousness in clearing up after others. But I do try 
to ignore it because, really, it’s no big deal. The biggest 

thing I’ve cleared out of a river was a 
bicycle and then only because I fell 
over it, getting a good dousing 
inside  my waders.

I should say that this river, the 
upper Calder near Elland in West 
Yorkshire, would have challenged 

the best efforts of the most eco-conscious angler. You 
could distinguish the high-water mark by the line of 
scummy shredded plastic shopping bags clinging to 
trees on the far bank.

Still, this was once one of the most polluted rivers 
in the country, and remains pretty grim a bit further 
downstream, but today in the upper reaches it 
has a strong population of trout and grayling 
and it’s cheap to fish if you don’t mind the 
rest of the muck.

We can all play a part in conservation, and, if that 
means sampling, reporting, collecting and observing 
or simply parting with some dosh to make the S&TC’s 
job a bit easier, we can be assured that it will be 
for the benefit of all of us, not least the rivers 
and our catches in the long run.   

Richard 
Donkin is a 
journalist 

and has fished 
in Norway 

and Iceland. 
His favourite 
river is the 

Aberdeenshire 
Dee

“It took another step, 
psychologically, to start 

picking up those old cans”
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If you love Trout & Salmon 
why not try one of our other 

great angling magazines?

FOR THE BEST DEAL GO TO:



Write to the editor Trout & Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: troutandsalmon@

bauermedia.co.uk Please include name, address, work and home telephone numbers.

L E T T E R S

Scottish Wild Fisheries
Reform endangers jobs
ANGLERS HAVE made great strides
without legislation to promote sensible
rules to limit numbers of fish killed and
do return most of their catch. Fishermen
keep a fish now and then but above all
they feel they are conservators of the
salmon they fish for.

Marine Scotland will direct the new
fish kill proposals and are aware of the
success of these past conservation
efforts. However, these efforts are
negated by the need for the Scottish
Government to show to the EU and
NASCO that salmon conservation is set
in law. They are afraid that if not, they
will receive a heavy fine.

In original proposals Marine Scotland
wanted to bring in a system of salmon
tags for killed fish according to the
health of each river based on fish killed
over a five-year period. This made a
mockery of those who had returned
nearly all their fish.

This method has been dropped and 
the total number of fish caught is the 
new yardstick to measure the health of a 
river. This system is little better: if a 
river is lightly fished or has a dry season, 
that river is considered in decline.

Salmon tags for anglers have been 
shelved, however by adopting the new 
method, 89 salmon rivers in Scotland 
will be prevented from taking a single 
salmon next season. This amounts to an 
almost total ban on all the West coast 
and Solway rivers. The major East coast 
rivers, with their accompanying nets, 
will be allowed to kill fish after April 1. 
So much for spring salmon 
conservation, when many of those 89 
rivers on their own initiative have been 
returning salmon to the end of May.

By a single stroke Marine Scotland has 
jeopardised the viability of many small 
fishing businesses, related jobs, angling 
club membership and tourist interests 
over a vast swathe of Scotland.

The taking of a salmon will become 
the privilege of those fishing the most 

famous and expensive rivers. This is 
hardly what the SNP would wish. Part of 
its remit within the Wild Fisheries 
Review is to bring angling to a wider 
public in Scotland at reasonable cost. 
The way forward is to look at a river’s 
juvenile populations, using electro-
fishing data.

The consultation period for the fish 
kill proposals closes before the end of 
the month and full details are on the 
Scottish Government website so anglers 
with an interest in fishing in Scotland 
should respond.
John Haley, Hoyle House, Halifax. 

The death of game fishing?
IN THE editor’s letter for the October 
2015 edition Mr Flitcroft asks about 
changes in game fishing over the last 20 
years and at the end of his letter asks “I 
wonder what will be next?” I suspect the 
next change will be that game fishing 
will simply die out because of the lack of 
youngsters coming into the sport. That 
is the change going on at the moment 
and the one we all seem to be missing. 

I took my 17 year old to our local 
fishery and asked the owner what the 
average age of his clients was. I 
suggested 45. He said, “I wish.” 
He reckoned it was more like 70. 

Unless more is done to encourage 
youngsters into game fishing, the sport 
will gradually die out. The Angling Trust 
has a plethora of child protection 
policies; to qualify as a coach you have to 
know more about child protection than a 
social worker and yet the number of 
children entering the sport is clearly in 
decline. I don’t actually know what 
constructive steps the Trust takes to 
encourage youngsters.  

I don’t know what the answer is. But 
you may be sure of one thing. The lack of 
interest shown by magazines like yours 
in youth fishing is not helping matters. 
While Trout Fisherman gives coverage to 
Junior Troutmasters virtually no 
coverage was given to this year’s Youth 
Home International at Menteith. 

For as long as the angling press 
ignores events like the above and carries 
on giving the majority of its space to 
older male anglers who fish exclusive 
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I ENJOYED the article in T&S 
Autumn 2015 by Lt Col Doyle about 
taking his young son fishing. You
know of course that if you give a
man a fish you feed him for a day.
If you teach a man to fish, you 
feed him for life.

I am teaching my 13-year-old
grandson to fish and took him to
the River Wissey in Norfolk, 
which I think is probably the best
trout stream in the UK. He had 
never cast a dry-fly before except
for a practice on the lawn, until
May 17, 2015 when he caught this
beautiful 3½ lb brown trout – 
spotted, cast and played all on his
own. He is holding it up with his
great great grandfather’s Hardy
weighing scales.
I don’t know who was proudest:
Finn Robinson or his grandfather!
Michael Robinson, Bedford

Fishing for generations

Finn Robinson and his Wissey trout.
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beats on premium rivers then the youth
will feel alienated.

Mr Flitcroft can forget his campaign
about salmon farms and netting because
there simply won’t be any salmon-
fishing anyway if the current crop of
potential youngsters are not encouraged
to have a go and take up the sport. It isn’t
expensive when compared with the costs
of joining other sports clubs, so money
isn’t really the issue. Or at least it
need not be.

The issue is will and determination
and taking the time.
Andrew Matthews, via e-mail

Freesalmonfishingfor
localchildren?
I AGREE with Graham Macbride (T&S
September). There are plenty of days or
even weeks on some Scottish rivers
that are un-let and it’s not just down to
poor conditions.

However, as a “toff” I understand the
owners’ reluctance to give away fishing
for free. My father was an owner, and I
know many more, and I can almost
guarantee fishing on their own rivers
costs them personally much more than
they charge others because the money is
poured back into the, often bottomless,
conservation pot.

This is why I think many owners
would see themselves as merely
temporary guardians of these wonderful
streams – a labour of love rather than
profit – and, maybe, here is a route to a
happy medium.

Relationships with the local area, and
Scotland in general, could do with
improving so: why not announce non-let
days to the local scout group or similar
club and let the kids come and learn to
fish with their scout leader and a
knowledgeable club angler who can
show them the river. I am not just
referring to days that are so poor even

the keenest fisherman has packed it in,
as this would seem like crumbs from the
rich man’s table, but any day where
paying guests aren’t fishing.

Having had the enormous privilege of
fishing in these hallowed places for over
40 years I’ve often thought those that
actually live by the rivers should have a
chance to fish them and this seems like a
workable solution. Tight lines to you all.
Angus Fowler, London

Don’t forget Orri!
I READ with interest Andrew Graham-
Stewart’s piece in the Autumn 2015
edition and was disappointed at one
serious omission.

He refers to several initiatives over the
years, including privately funded
buyouts of some net fisheries.
Unfortunately he failed to refer to the
key part played by our patron Orri
Vigfüsson’s North Atlantic Salmon Fund
in raising huge sums for these and other
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I GREATLY enjoyed Louis Noble’s
article on our local River Clwyd and
its surprisingly large wild brown
trout but the impression given was
of a small overgrown stream where
conventional casting was close to
impossible and rods of under 7 ft
are required. This is true of some
of the upper and middle reaches of
the river where Louis and Neil

fished but from just downstream
of Llandyrnog for the five or six
miles down to the sea it is a bigger
river and suited to a more standard
8 ft or 9 ft rod with far fewer trees to
get in the way of a cast.

I wouldn’t want any visitors who
might think they were going to
have to engage in jungle tactics to
fish to be put off visiting this

beautiful area when there are
many miles of much easier fly-
fishing with more than a passing
chance of a sea-trout as a bonus.

The local clubs’ policy of not
stocking and encouraging catch-
and-release for wild browns has
paid off with fish to 17 in being
taken on the dry-fly.
Paul King, North Wales

The character of the Clwyd

The Clwyd is
more than just a

small stream,
particularly the
lower reaches.
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buyouts. Orri has also been the major 
player in reducing to subsistence levels 
the take of our salmon by the Greenland 
and Faroese fisheries by the use of 
commercial conservation agreements. 
Over the years he has raised more than 
£35 million to enable these actions 
which have played a key part in saving 
millions of salmon.

I have direct experience of Orri’s help 
in reducing the number of net licences 
here in South West England and feel 
strongly that Andrew’s omission does a 
disservice to him and all those who have 
contributed generously to NASF over  
the years.
Roger Furniss, South West Rivers 
Association

Mr Marshall the Miffed
I WAS intrigued to read in your fishing 
reports that a Mr Glover had caught a  
10 lb salmon on Lower Kildonan on 
South Uist in August. I can confirm that 
on the day in question, Mr Glover was 
actually fishing with me on Loch Bharp, 
and he did not catch the salmon in 
question! The fish was caught by Mr John 
Marshall, a Borders angler of some note 
(and Scourie Boardmaster), and he has 
now assumed the moniker “Mr Marshall 
the Miffed”. In recent years, in T&S,  
Mr Marshall’s significant South Uist 
angling captures have been credited to 
Mr Glover (again) and a Mr Nicol, while 
his superb sea-trout of 9 lb (August last 
year) was mentioned but uncredited! We 
(Messrs Glover, Nicol and Ogg) would be 

a brown trout to grow to this size feeding 
on the equivalent of size 12/10 flies?

Early evidence apparently shows a 
rapid growth rate over a couple of years.

If they are feeding on the equivalent  
of size 12/10 flies, then there’s some  
very rich feeding in the big west 
coast lochs!
John C. MacNeil, via e-mail

Decimation of the smolts
KEITH CARDIGAN and other readers 
may be interested to know that huge 
flocks of cormorants and goosanders are 
feeding many miles upstream of the 
estuary and on a beat well above Kelso. I 
witnessed a flock of over 80 cormorants 
last October feeding in just one pool at 
8.45 am before rods were on the water, 
while beats above Coldstream had 
problems with seals this spring.

I believe the smolts are decimated 
before they even reach the sea and we 
should be looking at the problems much 
closer to home.
David Walker, Kelso

Top section found
On Thursday, October 1, while fishing on 
the Llangollen Maelor water of the  
Welsh Dee, I found the top section  
of a fly-rod. If anyone has lost their top 
section I would be happy to return  
it to them.
Please contact troutandsalmon@
bauermedia.co.uk if you think it  
might be yours.
Rob Owen, Llangollen

I SHOULD like to know how the 
Carron angler depicted on the 
cover of the October edition 
proposed to land anything he
managed to catch in his lofted
and precipitous position 20 ft
above the river. In light of this
year’s low flows I rather doubt
that he was anticipating an 
instant and dramatic rise  
in the river level.

Perhaps I have missed a 
review of some new super-long-
handled, super-lightweight 
landing net in a previous 
Tackle section but to me the 
whole thing looks like a set-up
and as such the cover is 
unworthy of this great oracle
of game fishing.
Mike Wharmby, Hook

delighted if you would put the record 
straight and recognise Mr Marshall’s 
skill in capturing sea trout of 5 lb, 6 lb 
and 9 lb on Fada and Roag in 2013 and 
2014, and his 10 lb salmon of August this 
year. Good angling, sir!
David Ogg, Argyll

Funny fish
RICK BARLOW has hit the “nail on the 
head” in terms of what the lochs Arkaig, 
Lochy and Shiel trout actually are (The 
Leviathans of Lochaber, August). The 
local anglers name them “funny fish”. 
Although Colin Riach’s party had a great 
time, as do many locals with these fish, 
they are not feeding naturally.

Is it not a strange coincidence that 
these fish suddenly appear shortly after 
the cages become fallow in spring?

Imagine this free harvest of food 
disappearing overnight. Would the 
“funny fish” wait for the following stock 
to be introduced to the cages or go in 
search of food elsewhere? These fish can 
be found miles from the cages, as many 
locals can confirm.

There is a misconception that these 
fish become football shaped, but 
unfortunately they can look just like 
ferox and we can all be fooled by them. 
The locals I know do not see football-
shaped fish very often.

Why would these fish, some up to 22 lb, 
bother with size 12/10 flies, when these 
lochs have an abundance of fish of all 
sizes for them to feed on. It’s simply 
science I’m afraid. How long would it take 

How do you land a salmon from up there?

A wooden walkway on the Carron provides access to the river above and below the angler.
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FLIESFORFR
RobDensonselectshis favouritepatternsfor fry-feeding

brownandrainbowtrout inUKstillwaters

S THE nights draw shorter, and
another season slips away,
the residents of our lochs and
reservoirs can at last take
a well-earned break from our
attentions… for a while at least.

But first, trout must pack on weight for the long,
lean winter ahead; rainbows and browns
everywhere will have fry fever!

On fertile lowland reservoirs and lochs, coarse
fish fry will provide the bulk of the protein for
the binge. On upland waters and lochs, small fish
and indeed small trout will draw unwanted
attention. Catching fry-feeders though, isn’t
always as simple as pulling a huge shiny lure
through the depths. The size and colour of fry
can vary greatly, depending on venue and time
of year, as can the tactics employed by the trout
to hunt them. As always, observation is the key,
and then selecting a suitable approach and flies.

Naturally, with fry spending much of their time
in shallow water, and close to the sanctuary of
weed, the bank angler can reap great rewards.
Boat anglers are far from sidelined though, and

can reach the far-flung areas that bank anglers
cannot, and as with waters like Chew, shallow,
weedy water isn’t always close to the shore.

Bank or boat, look for the tell-tale signs of fry-
feeding activity: disturbances in the weedbeds,
the “fizz” of tiny fry boiling in the surface layers
as they try to escape death, and the crashing and
splashing of trout. Look also for stunned and
dead fry on the surface and opportunistic
birds. When, based on evidence, you find your
mark, choose your method and your flies
accordingly, and be prepared for a battle. Strong
line and a stronger heart are essentials, as fry-
feeders can be big, scarily aggressive and adept
at leading you a merry dance through the weed.

From the bank, a single fly is usually a wise
decision, eliminating the potential snag hazard
of droppers, and maximising the strength of
your cast. When prospecting on the boats, with
clear, deeper water between you and the trout, a
two- or three-fly cast is usually quite safe.

Here is a small, simple, selection of flies that
have served me well over the years, and should
cover you for most eventualities.

Rob Denson

has fly-fished

for trout for

25 years,

visiting all

four corners

of Britain and

Ireland,

combining

his love of

fly-tying,

photography

and a rolling

wave.

Website:

www.

robdenson.

co.uk

PearlyCormorant
One of my favourite small fry patterns, the Pearly Cormorant earned

its spurs at Rutland Water in 2009, and has been a great performer

ever since. The single layer of varnished white thread takes the edge

off the Mirage underneath giving a muted, but fishy glint. The mixed

marabou wing provides a few more fishy tones. A good pattern fished

in a team from a boat (middle dropper) or singly from the bank.

Hook Size 10-12 Kamasan B175 Body Mirage covered with

one layer of white UTC thread, then varnished Wing Mixed marabou –

white and golden olive Cheeks Jungle cock

Hackle Pale hen Thread White

SuspenderFry
An option for the stunned/dead fry scenario, this fly hangs,

much like a Suspender Buzzer, below the foam. Leave it static,

as with the Floating Fry, then twitch it back, with occasional

pulls. The buoyant foam head and submerged body work

together to cause maximum disturbance, like a struggling fry.

Try it in a team of two or even three flies from a boat, either on

the top dropper, attracting fish to the flies below, or on

the tail for a washing-line set-up.

Hook Size 8-10 Kamasan B170 or 175

Body Pearl Ice Dub Wing Any long, soft fur,

tied in bunches, “Hog” style Head White Booby foam
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Minkie Booby
A simple but very effective version of the 

ever-popular Minkie Booby, given to me by George 

Barron. Supremely versatile and useful from boat 

or bank, fished singly or, like the Suspender Fry, 

top or tail in conjunction with a team. 

Can be used as a floating fly, too, but 

is at its best on a sinking line to exploit 

the movement of the mink.

Hook Size 8- 12 Kamasan B170 or 175

Wing Natural mink  Eyes Shaped Booby foam 

Shoulder hackle Two turns of white/silver 

and UV microfritz  Thread White

Floating Fry
Dead simple. The Floating Fry does what it says on the tin – 

floats, and to all intents and purposes, is best fished exactly 

as you would a dry-fly. When trout corral fry to the surface, 

crashing through them at speed, the dead or stunned 

casualties will float, and are then picked off at leisure. 

Pitch a single Floating Fry into the melee and be ready 

for a fight. Match the fly size to the fry size. 

Hook Size 8-12 Kamasan B170 or 175

Body Pearl Ice Dub  Back White foam secured at 

the bend and head  Thread White

Ice-Dub Dabbler
The Dabbler profile seems to spellbind fish everywhere, 

whatever the format, and the Ice-Dub Dabbler is no exception. 

A great general suggestion of fry/small fish of all 

denominations, it has tempted many fine back-end browns and 

rainbows on waters as diverse as Bewl, Rutland, Malham Tarn 

and Loch Watten. Another pattern most at home in a team, 

fished from a boat. Works well on most lines and in any 

position, fitting in, and complementing its team members well.

Hook Size 8-12 Kamasan B175

Tail Bronze mallard  Rib Silver wire

Body Pearl Ice Dub  Hackle Grizzle hen

Cloak Bronze mallard  Cheeks Jungle cock

Thread White

Stragglefi sh
A real meaty mouthful, suggestive of small browns and 

darker fry such as perch. A favourite of mine when targeting 

wild browns in upland and coloured water at the back-end, 

but works equally well on the reservoirs for rainbows. Perfect 

as a single fly from the bank, or in a team from a boat, fished 

on the tail: try the Ice-Dub Dabbler on the top and Pearly 

Cormorant in the middle.

Hook Size 8-10 Kamasan B175  Body Black and gold straggle  

Wing Hare or rabbit strip  Hackle Grizzle hen dyed ginger  

Cheeks Jungle cock  Thread Black   
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LING
JamesBeesonasksLewisHendrieabouttheFrenchNymphing

techniqueheusestocatchlotsofbiggrayling

A huge UK grayling of 
around 4 lb caught by 
Lewis Hendrie on his 
French leader set-up.
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Q
CAN YOU explain the 
difference between 
French and Czech 
Nymphing?

A
Czech Nymphing is a 
technique that involves 
fishing a team of heavy 
nymphs under the rod 

tip. The technique was developed 
to combat the drag effect of a 
regular fly-line when fishing 
heavy nymphs at depth. French 
Nymphing is an extension of this, 
by using a tapered leader you 

can cast heavily weighted flies 
and fish with greater stealth 
at longer range.

Do you need a special rod to 
fish this method?
There are a numb      
market designed e   
Czech and French N   
normally 10 ft or 11 f    
and rated 2 wt or 3 wt    
difference between the  
specialist rods and regu  
trout rods is that they are 

far more supple. Their flexibl   
and middle sections are muc  
better for castin    
    flies at  

n     
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guide for the 

Devon School 

of Fly Fishing 

and is a Team 

England 

Rivers 

International. 
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Lewis makes his own French leaders,
starting with 12 ft of 14 lb Stren (sea fishing
line) at the butt, followed by 3 ft of 11 lb
Camofil attached to 18 in of hi-viz indicator
tippet. His normal cast of flies is then
attached to the end of the indicator section.

Ready-made tapered leaders for Czech
and French nymphing can be bought from
specialist stockists, but they will vary in
length. Some can be as long as 32 ft!

What sort of indicator do you 
normally use?
I make my own indicators from a
length of hi-viz tippet. I use
between 18 in and 2 ft with a loop
at one end and a tippet ring at the
other. I attach it to the French
leader via loop-to-loop and tie my
tippet on at the other end. The
advantage of this set-up is that,
being built into the leader, it is
directly connected to my flies
making it extremely sensitive. It
has practically no drag unlike
braided indicators or traditional
wool versions. Some of the ready-
made leaders have the indicator
built-in while some anglers like to
make a spiral of their indicator, by
wrapping it around a length of
wire and heating it in boiling
water. A spiral indicator has the
advantage of reducing tension in
the leader. Takes are then
detected by any straightening
of the coils.

Do you always aim to present
the flies with a drag-free drift?
I always start with a straight drift,
adding no movement and letting
the current take the flies as it

would natural food items rolling
along the riverbed. Big grayling
tend to sit tight to the bottom of
the river, where micro currents
create pockets of turbulence and
slack. I will make multiple
presentations to the same spot in
order to be sure that any grayling
on station will have seen my flies.
If that doesn’t get a response I will
try gently jigging the rod tip to
give the flies some movement.
With such a direct connection
along the leader only a very slight
movement is needed, the faintest
twitch. I still want my flies to stay
tight to the bottom, because in
cold water grayling don’t move
very quickly or very far. At the end
of the drift I gently lift the flies to
cast again and this can
sometimes induce a fish to take.

You mentioned casting, how
does that work with no fly-line?
Casting a French leader set-up has
nothing in common with regular
fly casting. The weight of the
nymphs turns the long leader
over. In order to cast, it is first
necessary to lift the heavy
nymphs to the surface, then flick

French leader

The 18 in of

hi-viz indicator

should remain

straight (set) in order

to see takes.

Specialist,

ultra-thin fly-lines

are used. The weight

of a normal fly-line will

pull the leader down

the rod.

2 ft to first

dropper.

Weighted fly to set

the indicator quickly.

4 ft-5 ft to middle dropper.

Lightly-weighted shrimp pattern

that flutters in the current.

The heavy point fly

anchors the leader and

sinks the team of

flies quickly.

Leaders

Lewis plays a
jumper, hooked
on his French
leader set-up.
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them behind you to load the rod 
and flick them forwards again to 
cast. It takes a bit of practice.

How do you set up your flies 
when targetting grayling?
I always fish a three-fly rig for 
grayling. The heaviest fly goes on 
the point; this will pull the rest of 
the team deeper and fish close to 
the riverbed. If your flies aren’t 
snagging bottom occasionally 
then you’re probably not fishing 
deep enough. The fly on the 
middle dropper, 18 in to 2 ft from 
the point, is usually a lightly 
weighted shrimp pattern. This 
should flutter enticingly in the 
underwater currents, anchored by 
the heavy point fly. The third fly, 
another weighted bug, goes on the 
top dropper only 18 in to 2 ft 
below the indicator. This fly will 
pick up the occasional fish, but its 
main purpose is to set the 
indicator quickly when the flies 
hit the water. The weight of the fly 
close to the indicator pulls it taut 
so that if a grayling takes while 
the two flies further down are still 
sinking you won’t miss out on the 
chance of a fish.

petition 
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r must be 
hed to a 
e. Hence 

 mergence 
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A tapered leader is 
necessary to turn over 
the heavy flies. You can 
make your own or buy 
ready-made options 
from Hends or Hanak.

Grayling bugs
Tungsten beads, combined with jig hooks, make 
sure the flies get down deep. Try faceted beads as 
they have reflective surfaces that catch the light 
at depth. Include red, pink and purple in 
the dressings as these are good 
colours for grayling.
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Bi-coloured tippet 
is sold in spools for 
making your own 
indicators. Use 
lengths between 
18 in and 2 ft with a 
loop at one end and 
tippet ring at the other.
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Are there specific types of 
water that you target?
I usually expect the biggest 
grayling to be in the deeper parts 
of a pool but it doesn’t always turn 
out that way. It is worth fishing all 
the water, including the faster, 
shallower sections. In shallow 
water you need to jig the flies 
quite quickly to prevent them 
snagging on the bottom – learning
the right amount of movement is 
a case of trial and error. Generally,
smaller grayling are often more 
willing to chase flies, but big fish 
are unwilling to expend much 
energy chasing food so you need 
to get your flies down to them  
and that is where French 
Nymphing is so effective.

Do you strike in the same way 
as you would with trout?
The sensitive French Nymph  
set-up will show up any deviation 
in the path of the flies. It is 
important to respond to any 
unusual movement at the 
indicator, whether that is dipping,
stopping, rising or anything that 
isn’t business as usual. A tap 
strike – a very short, soft lift of the 
wrist – is enough to set the hook 
with a specialist nymph rod. It 
also allows you to continue the 
drift when a conventional strike 
would have pulled your flies  
out of the taking zone.

Grayling are well distributed 

throughout the UK but there  

are a few rivers that regularly 

produce big fish:

■ The River Annan, Scotland –  
beats available all year via 
fishannan.co.uk

■ The River Dee, North Wales –  
day tickets are available from 
the Llangollen-Maelor Angling 
Club or Corwen and District 
Angling Club.

■ The River Wye, South Wales – 
beats available through the  
Wye and Usk Passport Scheme.

■ The River Teviot, Scottish 
Borders – day tickets are 
available from the Jedforest 
Angling Club or Hawick  
Angling Club.

■ The River Frome, Dorset – 
day tickets are available from 
Casterbridge Fisheries, 
chalkstreamflyfishing.co.uk

Is there a trick to landing
big grayling?
Grayling are dogged and 
determined fighters. When 
playing one it helps to keep the 
rod tip low to the water and use 
side strain. A high rod position 
forces the fish to the surface 
where it is more likely to throw 
the hook – especially one carrying 

a heavy bead. Keeping the rod low 
means the fish will stay deeper, 
where water pressure works in 
your favour. As far as possible 
keep the fish upstream of you. If a
grayling is upstream, you’re in
control. If a grayling gets 
downstream of you then the fish
is in control and will make full
use of its sail-like dorsal fin.

BE L OW  
Note the 
horizontal rod 
position when 
playing a big 
grayling.

Where to catch big grayling
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Ian’s view of the fish from 
the bridge.

The angle at which 
the fly is cast, plus 
any mend put into 
the line, determines 
how the fly will
approach the salmon.
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TACTICS FOR 
TRICKY SALMON

When fussy fish refuse a change of fly, change the presentation too, 
ecommends Ian Gordon

A
RECENT TRIP to 
the River Beauly 
got me thinking 
about salmon 
fishing in a way 
I’d not done for 

years. After a few days fishing over 
stale fish in low water during
September, I found myself looking 
for somewhere new to fish, a lesser 
pool, one that hadn’t been over-
fished. In tough conditions such a 
pool is often a better bet than one 
with lots of fish showing but 
not taking. 

When fish go dour we need all 
the help we can get, especially 
given that most of the fishing we 
do in this country is blind (we 
can’t see the fish in often peat-
stained water). We therefore need 
an intimate knowledge of pools as 
well as obliging fish. On a recent 
Saturday I was presented with an 
opportunity to increase the odds 
in my favour, albeit only slightly. 
The Bridge pool on Beauly is tidal, 
one where I’d expect to catch, or 
at least target, a fresh fish. The 
bridge provides the perfect 
vantage point and luckily for me 

and my guest, a salmon was 
waiting. Unlike Iceland or Canada, 
here in the UK there are not many 
rivers with ultra-clear water where 
we can see the fish we are 
targeting. Vantage points such as 
the Beauly bridge, and others I 
remember at Montcoffer on the 
Deveron and on my old beat at 
Lower Pitchroy on the Spey, 
provide a great insight into the 
behaviour of fish when presented 
with a fly in different ways. 

We had spotted the fish in the 
picture, below, on the way to the 
pool and, given the proximity of 
the sea, decided there was a fair 
chance it would be fresh. However, 
on closer inspection of its shape 
and behaviour, I’m sure this was 
not the case. 

I watched from the bridge and 
asked my guest to present the
small fly in a specific way, with a 
mend, ensuring the fish got a good 
look. Each cast took it closer to the 
nose of the fish. The fly passed the 
salmon slowly, fast, and from
different angles and there was no 
reaction. At one point I’m sure the 
fly bounced off the fish’s nose, but 

still nothing. I thought, “time for a 
change of tactics”. We all know fish 
are fickle at this time of year, 
however, I remember seeing a fish 
acting the same way, some years 
ago on Lower Pitchroy and in the 
end persistence paid off and we 
got the fish to take.

I shouted from the bridge, 
“Change to a bigger, brighter fly.” 
Keep the line exactly the same 
length, he changed. Having had a 
small fly almost bump on its nose 
at least a dozen times I thought 
the big one may provoke a 
response. The larger fly came 
past… nothing. 

“Give it half a yard more line,” I 
shouted, “and when I tell you, pull 
the half yard back toward you 
slowly.” This time the fly came 
toward the fish at a different 
angle, slightly downstream of the 
eye of the fish, but still no reaction. 
As it approached the fish, about 
4 ft from its right eye, I shouted, 
“Okay, strip.” 

As the fly flashed past its nose 
into view of its left eye, it made its 
move, devouring the size 8 Durris 
Shrimp. Unfortunately, after a 

Ian Gordon is 

one of the 

UK’s most 

respected 

salmon-

fishers. 

He is running 

spring fishing 

courses on 

the Spey in 

2016 and 

offers fishing 

advice in his 

film Blue 

Charm

Tel: 07786 

120 436. Visit 

speyonline.

com 



Three angles of attack
How the fly approaches the salmon can dictate

whether it will take it or not.
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The traditional approach is to just use the 
current to swing the fly across the fish or 
over a known lie. An upstream mend can be 
used to slow the swing down and allow the 
fly to sink deeper in cold water.

A downstream mend can also be a 
useful tactic, having the reverse effect 
and speeding up the fly as it crosses 
the fish. The fleeting glimpse of a 
fast-moving fly can sometimes 
trigger an aggressive response when
conventional tactics have failed. 
Stripping the fly back will cause 
it to move even faster.

Casting beyond the fish and stripping 
the fly back, so that it appears in the 
salmon’s field of vision from a new 
angle, may convince a dour fish to 
strike when other tactics and fly 
changes have failed to get results.

“The angler’s 

wading path and 

length of line will 

have a huge impact, 

not only on how the 

fly is presented, 

but how the fish 

will view it.”
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very short fight, the fish fell off. 
However, it reminded me how 
much fun it can be working as a 
team in such scenarios; and if we 
know exactly where the fish is, the 
importance of persistence. 

This fish must have seen and 
ignored the same small fly many 
times – it had been the only thing 
working on the river that week – 
but given a change of pattern, size 
and speed, it decided to take. 

Now just imagine if we had
been fishing blind in the usual 
way, taking a step each cast, 
neither my guest nor I would have 
had any fun at all that day. 

Given the fish had been 
extremely dour, trying something 
different is always a good option 
but knowing exactly where the 
fish is and having a good guide 

increases the odds of hooking it. 
Once we have found where our 

fish is lying, how we present the 
fly is all-important. The angler’s 
wading path and length of line 
will have a huge impact, not 
only on how the fly is presented, 
but how the fish will view it. 
However, this is something we 
seldom think about when fishing 
blind. When salmon are on the 
take our tried-and-trusted method 
of “one step, one cast” while 
throwing a size six Cascade on a 
sink-tip at 45 degrees seems to 
work. If fish are scarce or dour at 
the end of the season, then 
targeting a specific fish in different 
ways can be fun at a time that
might otherwise be frustrating. 

We all know the behaviour of 
salmon changes after they have 

been in freshwater for a time. We 
also know that an extra few inches 
of water can make a big difference 
to where a fish may lie. Only by 
being intimate with a pool can we 
truly target fish properly. The
gillies on the Beauly know the 
river at every height. It was this 
experience that led to a wonderful 
hour spent on the river with my 
guest. The alternative would have 
been to try yet another fly through 
the same pool, which had yielded 
nothing the last few times we had 
fished it – that or retire to the hut 
for an early lunch. 

“We all know the behaviour of 

salmon changes after they have 

been in freshwater for a time”
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PUZZLED BY TECHNIQUE? FRUSTRATED BY FISH?
CRAWFORD LITTLE OFFERS SOME NO-NONSENSE SOLUTIONS

Salmon     Surgery

Crawford

Little

has fished for

salmon at

home and

abroad for

50 years.

Having

worked in

rural estate

management,

he now runs a

consultancy

advising

on the

management

of salmon

fisheries

and other

sporting

property.

Planning prevents 
poor performance

Q
WHEN THE going gets 
tough with only a few 
salmon in the pools, do 
you stick with a plan or 
change tactics, lines 

and flies? At what point might 
you give up and head for the 
fishing hut?
David Maitland, via e-mail

A 
FAIRLY EARLY in my 
salmon fishing career, I 
came to the view that 
when salmon are “in the 

mood” they will usually behave 
and respond to a fly in those basic 
ways that generations of salmon 
fishing writers have set down for 
them. When I say “basic”, I’m 

thinking of simple strategies that 
are broadly accepted by all but an 
eccentric few. For example, the 
notion that a big fly should be
fished deep and slow whenever 
the water is truly cold – below  
42 deg F (6 deg C). 

Such strategies dictate our 
choice of tackle, and suggest how 
best to swim our fly in order to 
improve our chances of tempting 
a fish. But beyond that, there’s the 
important question of adopting 
the right approach to our fishing. 
Particularly when the fish are few 
and far between.

As part of that approach, I think 
it’s important to have a plan, and 
stick with it. We’ve already looked 

at the coldest water conditions 
when we will almost certainly 
choose to fish a big fly, deep and 
slow. But when the water has 
warmed slightly, our game plan 
becomes more complicated. The 
deep and slow fly may be taking 
fish, but that doesn’t mean we 
might not do better with a longer 
fly – perhaps a Monkey – fished 
faster on a slower sinking line. We 
like to think that the faster fly will 
surprise the fish. And we might 
take three or four steps, rather 
than one or two between casts, 
again, so that the fish are rushed 
into deciding whether to snatch 
our offering as it swims past. Fair 
enough. But we really shouldn’t 

LOST SOLES AND LEAKY WADERS

Q
WHAT ARE your 
thoughts on modern 
chest waders and 
wading boots? I seem 
to go through them at 

an alarming rate, to the point 
where they’ve become a major 
part of my fishing expenditure. 
Some of my friends are opting 
to buy the cheapest they can 
find, accepting they will have 
to replace them on a regular 
basis. While others opt for 
more expensive kit. Your 
advice on this vexed subject 
would be much appreciated.
Robert Woolley, via e-mail Modern, breathable waders have become the standard for most anglers. 



Write to: Crawford Little, c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, 

Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: crawfordlittle.salmon@fsmail.net KNOW HOW

swap from one approach to the 
other in a willy-nilly fashion. Far 
better if our game plan fixes the 
whats, wheres and whens on some 
sort of logical basis. If only to
maintain our confidence.

Be prepared to persevere. Keep 
at it. But avoid fishing like an
automaton – and that silly modern 
attitude that so long as you are 
throwing as long a line as you can, 
all will be well. Reel in a couple of 
yards and concentrate on fishing 

your fly effectively. Seek to im
your control on the swim of
fly. Expect a fish at every cas

Many say that you won’t ca
fish unless your fly is in the
Again, fair enough – up to a p
But if your mind is wanderin
you’re hardly likely to be fish
effectively. At such times, it m
be beneficial to reel up, wad
of the river, and sit on a bench.
Take a few minutes to think about
what you’ve been doing right, and

concentrate and fish effectively
once more, get your fly back
in the water.

          

ABOVE
Low water on 
the Lune and 
a moment to 
take stock of 
the testing 
conditions. 
Time to strip 
a Monkey?
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“Take it as a general rule that salmon are seldom seen resting on a smooth, gravelly, or muddy bottom. 

They incline towards lying amongst rocks and large stones; and if a rapid current runs through them, the 

angler must work his fly, not in the middle of it, but by each side of it, for it is there salmon lie, between the 

still and the rapid water. Salmon very seldom lie in the middle of a rapid current; they could not do so 

without over-exertion. In rocky or stony pools, where the current is moderate, salmon lie in almost every 

part – before and behind, and between small rocks, and at the extreme end of the pool, where it is falling 

somewhat rapidly to form the head of the next stream below. Two rocks or large stones opposite to each 

other, and somewhat apart, form two currents which meet in an angle; within, or a little below this 

angular point, salmon constantly lie.”

Ephemera (Edward Fitzgibbon), A Handbook of Angling, 1848
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All our Lobworms are hand
counted and inspected prior
to dispatch so we guarantee
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ordered at the quality
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first class, quality flies at a reasonable 
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KITCHEN SINK
Ross Macdonald admires a fly that works when all else has failed

run out on the Don, followed by a stint in the dark 
recesses of his fly-box. Then the day came. 

Fishing a pool full of unco-operative fish, Craig had 
got through most of his fly-box when he came to the 
Junction Shrimp variant and so on it went. He hooked 
and landed three fish in short order and his Dad, 
Alan, came up with the name to reflect Craig’s 
strategy of fishing everything he had in the box. It 
seems so simple, doesn’t it? When Craig first told me, 
I laughed as it appealed greatly to me. 

Craig has caught fish with the KS Shrimp on the 
Dee, Don and Spey. A few of the flies have reached 
Norway and Russia, too. It works best in low and/or 
clear water, taking fresh and coloured fish, or as 
Craig puts it, “springers, grilse and kippers”.

Aim for a sparse dressing. Ensure the hackle is 
long enough to reach the hook’s barb and apply no 
more than four turns – less on smaller hooks. You 
may or may not be a fan of jungle cock, and at least 
one of Craig’s pals has had success on the Lochy 
without it, which is perhaps something to consider, 
especially for staler fish.

The silver Salar hook, on which the original KS  
was tied, is becoming scarce, so you may have to 
experiment with alternatives. I have yet to settle on 
one that combines the short shank and hook gape 
that characterise the Salar. I love the hook – especially 
for Shrimps and long-tailed flies. 

■  You can follow Craig’s exploits on his excellent blog 
http://deedonsalmonfishing.blogspot.co.uk

HEN I first saw Craig’s fly I 
thought it was a tidy wee 
Shrimp, but it was the name
that amused me. Kitchen 
Sink (or KS Shrimp as it’s 
often known) struck me as a

wonderful name for a salmon fly. Who among us has
not uttered the words “I threw everything but the
kitchen sink at them”? One of the English language’s
favourite idioms deserves a fly named in its honour. I
am fairly sure someone, somewhere will have 
thought of something similar over the years – after
all, we have all experienced days on the river when
we have fished every fly, tried all our lines and tips,
and changed the angle, speed and depth of our 
presentation. To absolutely no effect.

I know Craig well and have fished with him on our
local rivers, the Don and Dee. The origin of the fly
dates back to the autumn of 2012 when Craig was
playing at the vice and had a notion to produce a long-
tailed fly based on Tweed boatman Gavin Brown’s
wonderful Junction Shrimp. As readers will recall
from an earlier column Gavin’s choice of white was
attuned to the needs of the late season: low light and
rivers accumulating large quantities of leaves. 

Like most inveterate fly-tyers, Craig ties many flies 
and as well as tying established patterns he enjoys 
the creative part of tying. Of course, most trial-and-
error patterns tend to spend a lot of time on the bench 
before getting a run in the first team. And so it was 
with his as yet unnamed long-tailed fly. It had a brief 

Hook Silver salar  Thread Red   
Tag Oval silver  Tail Hot-orange bucktail  
with two strands of orange Krystal Flash   

Butt Hot-orange Glo-Brite No.6  
 Body Black floss  Rib Oval silver  

Under wing White Arctic fox  Wing Black bear 
with two strands of silver Krystal Flash  

Hackle White badger hackle   
Cheeks Jungle cock

Ross 

Macdonald  

is a well-

known 

fly-designer 

and tyer who 

has a lifelong 

passion for 

salmon flies 

and the 

stories 

behind them.  

He is based in 

Aberdeen.

Visit: 

macdonald 

salmonflies.

co.uk 
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GOT A TROUT-FISHING PROBLEM? RONNIE GLASS  OFFERS 
SOLUTIONS FOR BETTER SPORT ON RIVERS AND S

Trout Surgery

Ronnie Glass

is a Tweed

commissioner

and

chairman

of Kelso,

Coldstream

and the

Borders

Anglers’

Association.

He has been

a national

champion on

rivers and

stillwaters,

and is fishing

manager

of the Orvis

shop, Kelso.

Q 
WHEN USING a dry-fly 
as an indicator with a 
nymph suspended
beneath on a dropper 
(known as New 

Zealand style or Klink-and-
dink) I always miss rises to the 
dry-fly. This is very frustrating: 
can you suggest a solution?
GRAHAM FORBES, via e-mail

A 
I’VE HAD the same
problem. When using 
the original method, 
with the dropper tied to 

the bend of the hook, I missed
every rise. I suspect the nylon link 
interferes with the dry-fly hook 
and prevents it taking a solid hold. 
A tiny ring (see fly, right), tied in 
with the dressing at the fly’s tail to 
keep the dropper clear of the 

THE TROUBLE WITH
KLINK-AND-DINK

hook, was only marginally better
My reverse-tied Klinkhamer, tie
on a dropper so that the fly is
cocked into a nice position when
the nymphs sink, is better
again – but not perfect.

One evening on the Tweed, I
decided to eliminate any chance
of frustration by using a very
buoyant fluorescent wool
indicator when drifting my
nymphs through a particularly
fast section of the stream. I didn’
really expect to draw up a trout
but, amazingly, two fish splashed
at the wool in the first five
minutes. These creatures, often so
fussy, can be so stupid.

One option can be to fish a dry
fly, such as a big Stimulator, on a
short dropper. This avoids the
problem of the dropper length

preventing a good hook-hold. The
problem with tying dry-flies to
droppers is that they get pulled
into an unnatural head-down
position by the weight of the
nymphs on long drifts.

It is frustrating when a fish is
attracted by the plop of a nymph
and comes up to the dry-fly when
it would probably have ignored
the dry-fly on its own. If it’s a good
trout, wait for a few minutes and
then try again with a solo dry-fly.
If rises start to happen regularly,
take the nymphs off and use the
indicator fly on its own – the fish
must be on the look-out, perhaps
expecting a hatch of fly. Hopefully,
a rise will start and “normal” dry-
flies can be used.

As Klink-and-dink generally
works very well, especially at this
time of year, I would persevere
with the method, accepting the
majority of fish taken on the
nymph while doing your best to
ignore the occasional missed
chances on the dry-fly.

Klinkhamer 
with ring 

attachment.

Reverse-tied 
Klinkhamer.

Stimulator 
dry-fly.

This fish took the 
nymph on a New 

Zealand style set-up, 
but would it have been 
hooked if it had taken 

the indicator fly?
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Write to: Ronnie Glass c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, 

Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: caster@glass20351.plus.com KNOW HOW

Boredom and the art 
of stripping lures

Q 
I AM a recent convert 
from coarse-fishing 
to fly-fishing. I can 
understand nymph 
and dry-fly tactics, 

but why do boat-anglers pull 
their flies back so quickly. 
Surely natural flies don’t 
move at that speed?
MARK VEITCH, via e-mail

 

A
THIS QUESTION would 
have been easy to 
answer in “the olden 
days” as my eldest 

granddaughter calls them (she 
recently asked me what it was like 
living when everything was grey). 
Then, we had male and female 
rainbow trout that, unlike today’s 
more docile (infertile) triploids, 
could be quite aggressive in 
summer. In spring they were
sometimes awful fish to catch, 
with the cock fish weeping milt 
and the females streaming eggs 
through the landing net, it was 
often well into May before they 
were mended. Stripping lures, 
especially Muddler Minnows in 
various colours, had the excited 
fish chasing, swirling at, or 
bumping the fly before taking – or 
as often, losing interest. Soldier 
Palmers or Wingless Wickhams 
on droppers would sometimes 
tempt them as they turned away.

Trout feeding on daphnia were 
even more aggressive. As daphnia 
move up and down the water
column in response to sunlight, it 
was important to present the fly at 
their feeding level. They 
especially liked a bright orange 
lure, such as a Whiskey Fly.

Choose the 
right leader

Q 
WHAT BREAKING strains do you 
recommend for leaders on rivers 
and stillwaters?
ROY MACKIE, via e-mail

A 
CHOOSING THE right breaking 
strain or, every bit as important, 
thickness is a trade-off between 
using a leader that’s thin enough to 

fool a fish and one that’s strong enough to hold 
it. A limp material may present a small fly 
better – it will cause less drag and the fly can 
move more freely and naturally – but in windy 
conditions or when using heavier flies, a 
stiffer leader may reduce tangles.

When fishing on small streams for smaller 
trout I am happy to use fine tippets of 
2.5 lb-3.5 lb with a single dry-fly. For leaders 
with droppers I step this up to around 4 lb or 
even 5 lb of fine, limp fluorocarbon.

On larger rivers my tippet is never less than 
4.5 lb and if fishing with droppers I step up to 
a stronger limp material or change to a stiffer 
material. Again, there is a trade-off between 
tempting fish into taking and avoiding too 
many frustrating tangles, especially because 
casts are longer on a larger river.

On stillwaters, the choice is simpler. I use 
9.2 lb limp fluorocarbon for all my fishing. I 
sometimes change down to 7 lb in a flat calm 
if using small flies to (hopefully) increase the 
number of takes. This 7 lb material is as thin 
as 4 lb standard nylon. I may step up to 12 lb 
when pulling flies quickly, especially in a 
strong wind. This doesn’t put off the fish and 
may prevent a tangle.

With some limp fluorocarbons (such as 
Orvis Mirage and Frog Hair) you may 
experience the odd breakage, but bear in 
mind that you may tempt more fish into 
accepting your offering than when using a 
stiffer or stronger material (like Fulling Mill 
World Class or Airflo Sightfree). 

I always try to get my fish to the net as 
quickly as possible so that they can be 
unhooked and returned without over-tiring 
them. Therefore I err on the stronger side.

 

Sl
more likely to attract today s more
docile trout and many of the most
common tactics – static Buzzers,
the washing line and even dry-fly
– have been developed to appeal to 
these fish. However they will, for 
some reason, suddenly want a 
stripped lure and if things are 
quiet it is always worth trying a 
fast retrieve – just in case. Perhaps 
they chase out of boredom, in the 
same way that well-fed buzzer-
feeders can become excited when 
taking hatching flies at the very 
last moment, resulting in 
unnecessary large boils or jumps.

One thing to bear in mind is 
that if the boat is drifting at 3 mph 
and you want your flies to travel at 
3 mph, you have to pull at 6 mph. 
You have to pull even faster when 
using a sinking line, as it is falling 
down towards the boat, as well as 
the boat drifting towards the 
flies. Also remember that wild 
brown trout, in upland waters and 
some lowland waters like Loch 
Leven, often need a fast retrieve to 
tempt them into taking.

The roly-poly 
retrieve: using both 

hands to strip line 
very fast and 

steadily, while the 
rod is held in 
your armpit.
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Q 
YOU HAVE previously written 
that you prefer to dub flies with 
seal fur. Do you use any 
synthetic dubbings?
ALUN SMITH, via e-mail

A 
I PREFER seal fur for flies that sit 
in or are pulled close to the 
surface, where the light can pass 
through the fur fibres. I do use 

    bbings for 
      

   
 

Some become opaque, turning black or dark 
grey. Others will change colour: pearls can 
become a soft lime green and reds can 
become purple.

Pearl or metallic dubbings mixed with 
hare fur add to the attraction of nymphs. 
They will add to the brightness of seal fur, 
too, in the bodies of traditional flies. UV 
(ultra violet) fibres can look very good when 
added to claret or black seal fur.

I have had great success when adding 
chopped-up pearl filaments to sedge pupa 

s. Bright Glister and Lite Brite 
 an be used in lures when a very 

lim body is needed.
love a bit of “bling” and Shrimps
arkling dubbing and/or UV

very attractive to them. My
ink Shrimp had a body of an early
ng mixed with synthetic pink
and Tups pink seal fur. Most of
ead-headed nymphs and French

s have thoraxes of synthetic dubbing.

ING AND A TRICK OF THE LIGHT

Dry-fly with 
dubbed body.

Nymph with 
dubbed body 

and flashy 
thorax.

It is a good idea to 
check the colour of 
synthetic dubbing 
against the light.
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I
THINK I can safely assume
attention. I can hear the cr
from here… Improve the K
Why, in the name of all tha
one even countenance such
undertaking? Surely, these

ramblings of a deluded fool?
To respond to those questions resp

Perhaps. Why not? Pass.
To be fair to the Kate McLaren and

that ilk, classics are classics for a rea
stood the test of time, the scrutiny of
discerning anglers, and above all els
fish. The Kate has been mesmerising
rainbow trout, sea-trout and salmon,
season, for 80 years. Suffice to say, th
been doing something right. Far be it
so-called improvement, therefore im
original, or “standard” dressing leav
desired. Evidently, this is not the case

The thing with flies is that they’re a
what we want them to be as they are a
think the fish want them to be. To stu
what fish “want” and then deliver the
laudable, fascinating and ultimately
endeavour. Then again, it can be futile
and the most cunningly conceived concoctions can,
and often do, go down like a knackered lift. To get
inside the mind of a trout and invent a fly that shakes
the foundations of our sport is probably beyond my
scope as a thinker, fly-tyer and angler, which is why I
like to tinker. Tinkering is the art of fine-tuning a fly
so that it becomes exactly the way YOU want it. A fly,
first and foremost, must fill you with confidence. If it
does, then fish will follow. If it doesn’t, then tinker!

The Kate, in her standard guise, was an early
favourite of mine. For many years she was seldom off
the cast and, from Siblyback to Stocks and beyond,
caught me hundreds of fish. So why the tinker? As so
often happens to many of us with our favourite flies,
she fell out of favour. Soon after the initial lay-off, I
began to see the Kate as an awkward collection of
parts – yellow, black, silver, brown – that no longer
made any sense to me. I knew it worked, but could no
longer see why. For a good ten years or more she lay
redundant and rusting in the corner of my fly-box.
Guilt and sentiment, as much as anything else,
eventually prompted the tinker!

The solution to my problem was simply to remove
the separate black body hackle and red/brown head
hackle and replace them with a hackle that contained
both colours – good old furnace – for both the body
and head. The resulting fly, if I may be so bold, felt

more Kate-like than the standard, with its centre of
black and halo of red/brown, to my mind at least,
bestowing a little more harmony and a little more
life. I strive in my tying to achieve a harmonious
interconnection of the parts, and ultimately
something that becomes more than the sum of its
parts. It may sound like a whole lot of fuss about
nothing. Maybe it is. I’ll let you be the judge. Either
way, I like Kate again, very much indeed. And that,
above all else, is why, once again, she catches me
plenty of fish.

IMPROVED 
KATE M LAREN

Rob Dens

 

T R O U T F L Y O F T H E M O N T H

KNOW HOW

Rob Denson 

has fly-fished 

for trout for 

25 years, 

visiting all 

four corners 

of Britain and 

Ireland, 

combining 

his love of 

fly-tying, 

photography 

and a rolling 

wave 

Website: 

www.

robdenson.

co.uk



 ATEST KIT FOR THE DISCERNING GAME-FISHER

T A C K L E

HE SLING IS THE THING 
e Guide Sling Pack is a new addition to 
e redesigned Safe Passage range from 
vis. This is a large pack with a lot of storage 
ace. The main compartment will easily 
ld a jacket, lunch, a camera and has mesh 
vider pockets for fly-boxes, tippet spools 
d leaders packets, with a zipped pocket for 
ences and beat maps. The bright colour of 
e interior makes it easier to find dropped 
es and small items. A separately available 
aterproof pocket for electronics can be
ached to an internal Velcro strip.
The secondary compartment also has lots 
 space with four more divider pockets for 
tra fly-boxes or accessories; there is room 
 carry a large DSLR-type camera or a 
ckable waterproof. The zinger attachment 

 inside this compartment, with an external 

cover for your nippers to prevent them 
catching on your line or other extremities. 
The front compartment could hold a large fly 
box or similarly sized item.

On the outside of the bag you will find the 
water bottle holder with securing bungee 
cord, two elasticated cord loops for attaching 
tippet retainers and other clip-on accessories, 
a fly-drying patch and the signature Orvis 
forceps sheath with secure magnetic closure. 
The bottom of the bag has a nylon coating for 
added waterproofing. 

This is a very roomy bag that is comfortable 
to wear, most importantly it swings round 
into the perfect position to access all the 
pockets when you need your kit.

Tel: 0333 400 4177 Web: orvis.co.uk
Price: £119.99

e external 

  patch has 

plenty of

om to hold

 es during

tactical

changes.

The moulded foam 

back is comfortable

and allows for

ventilation.

The brightly 

coloured interior 

makes it easy to 

spot dropped 

fl ies.

The forceps

sheath uses

a magnetic 

fastening for 

quick and 

easy access.

The zinger sleeve 

prevents nippers 

from catching or 

tangling.

The zinger is 

attached inside the 

bag for extra security.
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These Slit Foam 

Case fly-boxes from 
Meiho are made in 

Japan and provide a 
good storage 

solution for long-
tailed flies such as 

those used for 
reservoir, saltwater 
and pike fly-fishing. 

The hard plastic case 
features a snap 

closure and the slit 
foam holds flies 

securely. Available in 
two sizes.

Price: Small, £17.99; 
Medium, £19.99

Tel: Funky Fly Tying, 
01823 617 373 

Web: funkyflytying.
co.uk
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STYLISH AND 
AFFORDABLE 
The new Redington Behemoth is a 
die-cast large-arbor reel with a powerful 
drag and a striking design. The spool 
neatly locks into the drag mechanism, 
which is reputed to be the most 
powerful in its class and is made from 
heavy duty carbon-fibre. The drag is 
adjusted via a knob on the back of the 
reel; the knob on the front releases the 
spool. The reel is available in sizes 5/6, 
7/8, 9/10 and 11/12 – all rated for single-
handed lines, with the largest options 
being the most suitable for salmon 
fishing. These reels offer impressive 
design and feel for a relatively low price.
Price: £99.99-£119.99
Tel: Guide Fly Fishing, 01977 681 300 
Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk
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There are a couple of things about th
selection of Straggle Fritz that migh
you. First, its size. 10 mm Straggle F
ideal for smaller modern trout wet-f
as Dabblers and for smaller compet
sized lures. Second, the Fritz is mad
dyed exclusively in the UK in conjun
with Tyer’s Mate, specialists in this
There are four unique mosaic colou
including flo orange mosaic, olive m
black mosaic and UV mosaic as well
standard black-and-gold and black-a
Each pack contains about 2m of Fritz.

Price: £2.99

Contact: Funky Fly-tying; 01823 617 373;

www.funkyflytying

FUNKY FLY-TYING MICRO CORE
STRAGGLE FRITZ (10 MM)

VENIARD BARRED
ZONKER STRIPS
Zonker strips are used for saltwater flies,
stillwater fry patterns, such as Minkies and on
the new wave of salmon doubles, tubes and
Intruders. These rabbit strips from Veniard have
barring dyed on the tip of the fur, which adds the
baitfish effect. Colours include: chartreuse,
chinchilla, gold, hot orange, red and white tipped
with black; light tan, yellow and olive tipped with
brown; and white and light olive tipped with
olive. Each pack contains two 11 in strips.

Price: £4.40

Contact: Veniard stockists; 020 8684 2288;

www.veniard.com

OUR PICK OF THE BEST MATERIALS

SEMPERFLI
NANO SILK

Semperfli has introduced this new
3/0 Big Game thread to its highly

successful Nano Silk range.
Available in black or white this is
ideal for bulky and big saltwater,

salmon and pike flies. Try breaking
it and it will cut your fingers, so be
careful when working with softer,
brittle hair such as bucktail or deer
hair. Being shiny, it will also slip off

other shiny materials such as
hackle stems, squirrel hair and
goat. To overcome this, after

introducing the material with a few
locking turns add a half hitch or

two, pulled very tight before
continuing. The makers claim the
colour will not run on this thread
due to the dope dying process

used. We love the almost
unbreakable Nano Thread in its
smaller sizes, but the question is,

does it really need to be any
stronger, or thicker? Answers from

the Cuban flats welcome.

Price: £2.99

Contact: Semperfli stockists;

www.semperfli.net

Straggle
fritz is ideal

for bodies
on Dabblers.

Choose from
11 colours.



FLYBOX MOSAIC
DUBBING

These synthetic dubbings from Flybox are all based on
a black theme. We like the Black Ice with its infusion of
electric blue flash. The deadly Black/Gold is a classic
mix and the Golden Peacock is another proven fish-
catching combination. These mixes can be used as a

dubbing ball to help kick hackles on Intruders or
empledog-style salmon flies, or simply dubbed and
ushed out to form straggly, flashy bodies – great for
dding to the silhouette of big sea-trout patterns,
ecially when ribbed with a wide tinsel. For smaller

hs and lures simply dub a small pinch at the head
rax to give a little bugginess and sparkle. Other
in the range are the Original Mosaic (red/blue/

gold), Bibio Black (red/black) and Black/Silver.

Price: £3.50

Contact: Flybox; 0800 862 0117; www.flyboxdirect.co.uk
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HENDS TUNGSTEN BEADS
These new chartreuse and fluoro-orange tungsten beads
from Czech company Hends are additions to an existing
range. Though slotted, the beads retain their heft. Use them
to add a whole new set of bugs to this winter’s grayling
boxes. Try them on a drab fly like a Hare’s Ear or
a Pheasant Tail or together with other flashy
dubbings for fancier patterns.
   The beads are slotted to make them easier to thread on to
hooks. Diameters include 2 mm, 2.3 mm, 2.8 mm, 3.3 mm
and 3.8 mm. There are 10 beads in each pack. Other
colours include black nickel, gold, silver and copper.

Price: £1.75

Contact: Funky Fly-tying;

01823 617 373; www.funkyflytying

1

2

3

4

HOW TO TIE A POPPER
Foam dowel or booby cord can be added to Hoppers, 

emergers and fry patterns such as Minkies to add buoyancy 
and surface disturbance when retrieved. It is best to tie the 
popper on the shank of the hook before you dress the fly, 

making sure the foam is secure and doesn’t slip around the 
shank after the fly is complete. The thread you use and the 
tension you use at certain stages of tying is critical to avoid 

cutting into the foam. This is how to do it.  

Run on the tying thread at the eye. Apply close turns of the 
thread in two layers to form a solid base for the head. Select a 
length of foam cord.

Catch in the foam at the eye with a couple of thread turns of 
medium tension. The thread should be thick (8/0 or thicker) so 
that it doesn’t cut the foam when pulled tight. 

Counter twist the thread so that it lays flat and apply close 
turns to lock the foam in place. Trim the excess foam to a taper 
to reduce its bulk.

Then add much tighter, securing thread turns to cover the foam 
along the shank. Cast off the thread and trim the foam to 
length, then add a drop of Superglue to the binding before 
dressing the fly.

Clockwise 
from top: 
Black Ice, 
Black-and- 
Gold and 
Golden 
Peacock.  

Hends tungsten beads are 
slotted in such a way as not 

to compromise their weight.



CHRISTMAS  
Don’t miss our special Christmas off ers. Take advantage of big
discounts however you read Trout & Salmon. Print – save 29%.

iPad/iPhone – save 42%. Or save a whopping 59% off a print
and iPad/iPhone combination. It’s a great gift for a loved one –

they will receive an issue 13 times per year.
Subscribe and every month you’ll discover extraordinary game 
fi sheries and stay up to date with essential fl y-fi shing tactics, 

tackle and the latest reports from more 
than 100 rivers and stillwaters.

Choose from these options:

CALL01858 438 884 QUOTEELF1
Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. The minimum term is for 13 issues. Direct Debit payments will continue to be taken unless you tell us

otherwise. The offer is open until November 19, 2015. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Cost from landlines for 01 numbers per
minute are (approx) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute (approx) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the location in the UK. You may get free calls to

some numbers as part of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat).

1 YEAR IN PRINT

Pay by Direct Debit:
£33 for 13 issues. 

Save 29%

OR 

Pay by credit or debit
card: £37 for 13 issues.

Save 21%

Option A

1 YEAR IPAD/IPHONE

Pay by Direct Debit:
£27 for 13 issues. 

Save 42% 

OR 

Pay by credit or debit
card: £29 for 13 issues.

Save 38% 

Option B 

BEST O
FFER

1 YEAR PRINT
& DIGITAL

Pay by Direct Debit: 
£38 for 13 issues. 

Save 59%

OR 

Pay by credit or debit 
card: £42 for 13 issues. 

Save 55% 

Option C 



OFFER

SAVE UP 
TO 59%

OR VISIT
www.greatmagazines.co.uk/troutandsalmon
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DEREK BINGHAM REPORTS ON HOUSES WITH FISHING FOR SALE

P R O P E R T Y

SPRING SALMON
FISHINGONTHEWYE

The Redbrook Fishery includes six named salmon pools

Do you have a property with fishing for sale? E-mail: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk

Although lightly fished in recent
seasons, the Redbrook Fishery is a
prolific beat on the Wye, extending to
¼ mile of double bank situated in an
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
between Monmouth (three miles) and
Chepstow (12 miles).

Extensive efforts in recent years to
improve habitat and spawning
streams have led to improved catches
on the river. The Wye has always been
noted for its heavy fish, particularly in
the spring, and there have been

encouraging signs: the 2015 spring 
run produced a significant number 
of 20 lb fish.

Situated not far above tidal waters,
allowing rods to have first claim on 
fish running through to the middle
and upper beats, the lower beats can
come into their own when the water is
lower. The beat can fish well through
late spring and summer, with a good
run of summer grilse depending 
on rainfall.

Over a 100 fish a season have been
taken in the past at Redbrook. The 
ten-year average to 2014 is 24.2 
salmon (40 in 2008). There are six 
named pools and the fishery owns the
immediate banks, some woodland 
and the large Holm field, extending to
more than six acres in all. There 
is a modern fishing hut in an 
elevated position.

Knight Frank’s Hereford office 
(01432 273087) have set a guide price
of £200,000.A modern fishing hut is included.

The Redbrook beat runs through an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

£200,000



 

 

 

At home on the Exe
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Well-equipped farmhouse with land and extensive salmon fishing

Holmingham Farm, on a bend of the
river Exe between Bampton (1 1/2
miles) and Tiverton (8 miles), includes
double bank fishing on one of Devon’s
best salmon rivers.

The Farmhouse has drawing,
dining and billiards rooms, study,
seven bedrooms three bathrooms and
two shower rooms. Outbuildings
include stable block with four stables,
store and tack rooms. The land, which
extends to 175 acres, consists of some
woodland but is mainly grass.

There are 1,327 acres of double

bank fishing on what has historically
been a prolific beat. Since the present
owner bought it in 2010 the fishing
syndicate has been taken back in hand
and the beat has only been fished by
the vendor and friends. Between 2010
and 2014 (when low water reduced the
catch) an average of 40-44 salmon
have been taken every year. In the last
two weeks of August 2015, 11 were
caught. There are also two lakes
stocked with carp.

Strutt & Parker’s Exeter office
(01392 215631) ask £2,250,000.

Blacket House Farm at Eaglesfield, eight
miles from Lockerbie in south-west
Scotland, includes fishing on Kirtle Water.

Dating from 1835, the house provides
three reception rooms, five bedrooms of
which two are ensuite, bathroom and two
attic rooms. Outside there are derelict
former coach house, bothy, stables, pig
house and a modern general-purpose
agricultural building.

Within its 70 acres is the 16th-century
fortified Blacket Tower that once belonged to
Clan Bell, a prominent border reiver family.
There are woodlands and mature gardens
and 60 acres of farmland divided into nine
enclosures all set down to grass. There are
trout and salmon fishing rights on Kirtle
Water, which runs into the Solway Firth.
CKD Galbraith’s Castle Douglas office
(01556 505346) seek £900,000. The house is set in mature gardens.

The Exe is one of the Westcountry’s best salmon rivers.

The farmhouse has its own billiards room. 175 acres of land are included in the sale.

Historic Borders house with farmland and fishing rights

£2,250,000

£900,000



F I S H

NAME OF CAPTOR..................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Telephone....................................................................................................

E-mail............................................................................................................

Species .........................................................................................................

Date caught…………………………Weight*........................................………

Type of fly/bait ..........................................................................................

Length…………………………………Boat or bank .......................................

Where caught ...........................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

*If you return your fish, please give its measurement from

tip of nose to fork of tail.

NAME OF WITNESS ................................................................................

Telephone....................................................................................................

E-mail............................................................................................................

FishOf TheMonth entry form

Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter
reserves the right to award an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is final. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the
promoter will enter into no correspondence. Judging for the November competition takes place on December 4 and the winners will be notified within 14 days. We reserve the right
to use the winners in any publicity. No employees of Sharpe’s or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The promoter excludes
responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete. A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA, upon receipt
of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk
Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.

Win a Sharpe’s 
Gordon 2 rod
If you’ve caught a memorable trout or salmon, 
why not enter our monthly competition?

IT IS not always the biggest fish that wins our Sharpe’s of 
Aberdeen Fish of the Month competition. Other factors that may 
make the catch special are taken into account: the water in 
which the fish is caught, the method and the circumstances. 
Each entry is carefully judged and the editor’s decision is final.

The winners in each of four categories – salmon, sea-trout, 
brown trout and rainbow trout – will receive their choice of 
a superb Sharpe’s single- or double-handed rod from the 
award-winning Gordon 2 or Plus 3 ranges. 

The trout-sized Gordon 2 has a middle-to-tip action; 
salmon rods have a deeper-flexing progressive action. 
Plus 3 rods have a fast-recovery blank and are made 
in six-pieces, which is ideal for far-flung travel.  
Sharpe’s welcomes the opportunity to discuss 
the rod choice with each winner.

Q Fish entered in the November competition must be caught between Nov 1-30. QOne witness is
essential. Q The editor reserves the right to refuse an entry. Q Complete the form in full and send to:
Sharpe’s Fish of the Month, Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA to
arrive no later than first post on December 4 (Nov competition). Q Pictures are welcome. Please send
prints to the address above. E-mail images to: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk

Q PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST SEND THE FORM TO ENTER. NO PHOTOCOPIES.

September winner: Ueli Zellweger with his 24 lb salmon from the Usk. 
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Expert methods and advice to help you catch 
resident browns and rainbows

● Paul Procter’s hatch tips ● Peter Gathercole ties the Lite-Brite Minkie ● Latest tackle reviews

LATE-SEASON 
RESERVOIR SPORT

Autumn tips 
for Blagdon

Welsh ace Gareth Jones 
reveals his late season 
tactics for this classic 

reservoir

They’re on 
the fry!

How to fi nd success 
when trout turn 

their attention to 
fry-feeding

Against 
the odds
Peter Cockwill 

takes up the 
challenge to fi sh in 

awful conditions 

THE RED LION INN

MAIN ROAD, MILFIELD, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE71 6JD
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OVER
40% 
OFF 
A GREY’S XF2 
SALMON ROD
Choose a model from the XF2 
“S” Series of double-handed rods 
and get more than 40 per cent off 
the recommended retail price

Choose from:
12 ft 7 wt: RRP £349.99. Offer price: £199.

12 ft 9 wt: RRP £349.99. Offer price: £199.

13 ft 8 wt: RRP £359.99. Offer price: £206.

14 ft 9 wt: RRP £379.99. Offer price: £215.

15 ft 10 wt: RRP £399.99. Offer price: £230.

 

These rods have 
a crisp action 
that is ideal when 
matched with a 
short-head 
speyline attached 
to a suitable 
running line. 

 

£ 3 4 9 . 9 9 - 

£ 3 9 9 . 9 9 R R P

O F F E R
P R I C E
£ 1 9 9 - 
£ 2 3 0

THE “S” Series rods are designed for 
anglers who like to fish with shooting-
head lines. The handle is made to 
compliment the shorter, sharper stroke 
that is usually used with modern 
Scandinavian-style lines and 
casting techniques. 

The high-modulus carbon blanks are 
fitted with titanium-finish snake guides 
and a chrome anodised reel seat. Each 
rod is finished in a golden-olive colour 
with light olive and gold detailing, 
and comes supplied in a cordura 
rod tube with divided internal 
pockets for each section.

R E A D E R O F F E R

HOW TO ORDER
When ordering please quote “T&S Grey’s XF2 offer” and the code “0052TS”.  

Postage and packing is £6.99. Tel: 0141 212 8880. Fax: 0141 331 6340. E-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com 
Web: http://readeroffers.fishingmegastore.com/0052TS  

Post: Glasgow Angling Centre, 29 Saracen Street, Glasgow G22 5HT.
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DON’T MISS OUR  CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE
FREE WITH THE NEXT ISSUE

DECEMBER ISSUE ON SALE NOVEMBER 19

NEXT MONTH

SALMON IN ICELAND
Peter Gathercole fi nds great sport on the prolifi c River Laugardalsá

NYMPHS WITH A SWAGGER
Paul Procter adds mobility to his river patterns 

SEA-TROUT ON SHETLAND
Jon Beer catches fi sh to order, in the name of science

A MATTER OF 
SUGGESTION OR ATTRACTION

Stan Headley explains the two key types of traditional wet-fl y



AUTUMN CROSSWORD ANSWERS AND WINNERS

ANSWERS ACROSS: 1 Sunray Shadow. 8 Lottery. 9 Estuary. 11 Meikleour 12 Wages.

13 Ski. 15 Tag. 16 Soya. 19 Elk. 20 WF. 23 Gill. 26 Ribble. 29 Antimony. 31 Wound. 

32 Koi. 33 Grebe. 35 Rod-rest. 37 Tandems. 38 Eva. 39 Annan. 40 Odds.

ANSWERS DOWN: 1 Sitting. 2 Needles. 3 Anybody. 4 Spears. 5 Ant. 6 Orange. 

7 Flamethrower. 10 Yes. 12 Willie Gunn. 14 Kelt. 17 Owe. 18 Aga. 21 Fly. 22 GB. 

24 Invicta. 25 Conehead. 27 Blue Dun. 28 Lid. 30 Skate. 34 Eases. 36 Era.

THE WINNERS OF OUR AUTUMN COMPETITION, WHO RECEIVE A GUIDELINE 

SALMON ROD, ARE Jonathan Davies, Swansea and Mr D. Ferguson, Co. Tyrone. 

TWO WINNERS will receive a
Surge switch rod (RRP £399.99)
with matching Traxion3 reel
(£149.99) and Integrated fly-line
(£69.99) from Scierra’s 2016 range.

The Surge Switch rod is 11 ft
long for an 8 wt line and comes in
five pieces. Scierra have used the
latest technology to make a
powerful, smooth, deep-bending
rod that has plenty of feel during
the cast. An ideal rod for smaller
rivers and summer conditions.

The matching Traxion3 reel
has a unique easy-access
watertight drag system. It’s
adjusted by turning the rim on
the back of the frame. The reel is
machined from high-grade
aluminium and its reel foot is
designed as part of the main
frame to sit closer to the rod. A
U-shaped spool has the capacity
for plenty of backing.

The Integrated DH fly-line
features a shooting-head attached

Solve the puzzle for a chance to win a Surge switch rod, 
Traxion3 reel and Integrated fly-line

WINaScierra switch kit

Cut out and post this coupon to:
NOVEMBER CROSSWORD,
Trout & Salmon, Media House,
Lynchwood, Peterborough
PE2 6EA. Entries to arrive no
later than November 24.
Photocopied entries are not

acceptable. *Please complete the
form so that Bauer Media Group
(publisher of Trout & Salmon)
can keep you up-to-date by email
and free mobile messaging with
fantastic offers and promotions.
We promise that you can
unsubscribe at any time if you
don’t find them interesting and
you’ll only get messages about
things that we’ve chosen
especially for you from ourselves
and our network of great
partners whose products and
services we think you’ll enjoy.

ENTRY FORM

Name .................................................... ...........................

Address ..........................................................................

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

Postcode........................................................................

E-mail*..............................................................................

Tel........................................................................................

CLUES ACROSS

1. Small furry pet rodent (7)

5. Salmon river flowing near

Inverness (6)

8. Boring tool (3)

9. A place for swapping

fishing stories (3)

10. Group of whales (3)

11. Fatty fin on salmonids (7)

13. Action denoted by green

traffic light (2)

14. England’s favourite

beverage (3)

15. Audible drag on some

fly reels (5,5)

18. A common type of

caddis grub (5)

19. Inflatable buoyant fishing

craft (5,4)

21. Famous beat on river Tay (7)

22. Popular Japanese hook

brand (7)

24. Spey tributary (4)

26. Study of this can reveal age

of fish (5)

28. Landing gear (3)

31. A good overhead cast

depends on this (6,4)

32. Scottish term for fly (4)

33. Large Highland ruminant (3,4)

34. Spent _ _ _ _, useful Mayfly 

pattern (4)

CLUES DOWN

1. Centre of a fly reel (3)

2. Fish-eating sawbill duck (9)

3. End section of rod (3)

4. More than one radius (5)

5. Male black grouse (9)

6. Pennsylvania Dutch people (5)

7. Zodiac sign (3)

12. Alien film-star (1.1.)

14. Facial spasm (3)

15. Sedge-fly larva (6)

16. Friends (5)

17. Gull-like bird (4)

19. Type of wading boot (4-5)

20. Tay tributary (6)

21. Children make these from 

daisies (6)

23. Argyllshire loch and river (3)

25. Resort to using these when 

the outboard fails (4)

27. Higher (5)

28. Leader material (5)

29. Nottingham’s river (5)

30.Type of salmon-fly head (4)

directly to a running line, 
avoiding the nuisance of 
connecting loops.

Find out more about Scierra fly 
rods, lines and reels. Tel: 
Svendsen Sport, 01827 596 659.  
Web: scierra.com
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Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter reserves the right to award 
an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is fi nal. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the promoter will enter into no correspondence. Prize draw 
takes place on November 24, and the winners will be notifi ed within 14 days of the draw. The winners will be chosen at random from the correct entries received. We reserve the right to use the winners in any 
publicity. No employees of Scierra or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/
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Including
WATERS TO FISH AND FLIES TO TRY THIS MONTH

The only monthly record of catches and news from the 
major fisheries of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland

A L L T H E L A T E S T N E W S F R O M O U R L O C A L E X P E R T S



SCOTLAND

S C O T L A N D

45 Alness
46 Annan
47 Ayr
48 Beauly
49 Borgie
50 Brora
51 Carron
52 Cassley
53 Clyde
54 Conon
55 Cree & Bladnoch
56 Aberdeenshire Dee
57 Deveron
58 Aberdeenshire Don
59 Doon
60 Earn
61 North & South Esks
62 Findhorn
63 Girvan
64 Halladale
65 Helmsdale
66 Irvine
67 Kirkaig & Inver

1 Llyn Alaw
2 Artro
3 Bewl
4 Llyn Brenig
5 Bristol waters
6 Conwy
7 Coquet
8 Cornwall
9 Dee & Clwyd
10 Derbyshire waters
11 Cumbrian Derwent
12 Devon
13 Dovey
14 Dwyfor
15 Eden
16 Border Esk
17 Esthwaite Water
18 Eyebrook
19 Glaslyn
20 Grafham
21 Hanningfield
22 Llandegfedd
23 Lune

24 Isle of Man
25 Mawddach & Wnion
26 Pitsford
27 Ravensthorpe
28 Ribble & Hodder
29 Rutland Water
30 Seiont, Gwyrfai 

& Llyfni
31 Severn
32 South-west Wales
33 Talyllyn
34 Tees
35 Till
36 Towy
37 Tyne
38 Usk
39 Lake Vyrnwy
40 Wear
41 Wessex waters
42 Wye
43 Yorkshire Esk
44 Yorkshire waters
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69 Lochy
70 Loch Lomond & Leven
71 Lake of Menteith
72 Nairn
73 Ness
74 Nith
75 Orchy
76 Orkney
77 Oykel
78 Scourie
79 Shin
80 Spey
81 Stinchar
82 Tay
83 Teith
84 Thurso
85 Tweed
86 Wick
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87 Lough Arrow
88 Bandon
89 Beltra
90 Blackwater (Cork)
91 Upper Caragh
92 Lough Carra
93 Carrowmore Lake
94 Cong
95 Conn & Cullin
96 Lough Corrib
97 Costello & Fermoyle
98 Lough Currane
99 Delphi

100 Drowes & L. Melvin
101 Erriff
102 Feale
103 Finn
104 Galway Weir
105 Inagh
106 Kylemore Abbey
107 Laune
108 Lennon
109 Lough Mask
110 Moher Lough
111 Moy
112 Screebe

113 Lough Sheelin
114 Slaney
115 Suir

 N O R T H E R N    

 I R E L A N D
 
116 Ballinderry
117 Bush
118 Bann 
119 Mourne
120 Sixmilewater

F I SH I NG  R E P ORT SF I SH I NG  R E P ORT S England and Wales
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BORDER ESK

AFTER WATER in late August
some sport was had, after
which things went quiet, with
few fish caught on the private
beats. A rise in mid September
and another on Sept 22 brought
raised anglers’ hopes.

Among catches on the
Willow Pool and Cauldron
beats were Geoff Harvey with a
7 lb salmon, and John Scott a
4 lb grilse. Tony Kaye had one of
the same weight off the
Cauldron, while N. Rogers
caught a 7 lb 8 oz salmon off the
same beat. French visitors
Dominique Marcelot and Patrick
Legall caught salmon of 12 lb
and 7 lb 8 oz on fly – 
a Green Machine!

The Tower beat produced a
10 lb salmon on spinner in the
Tower pool. John Murray caught
a 1 lb sea-trout and a 13 lb
salmon, while Ian Hewartson
had three sea-trout to 4 lb in
two visits. John Richardson
caught three sea-trout to 2 lb.

On Mid Irvine House Pat
O’Malley landed a cracking 10 lb
salmon from the Boat pool.
John Richardson caught sea-
trout of 2 lb, 2 lb 8 oz and
3 lb 8 oz on fly. Barry Saunders
caught a 5 lb salmon, and Trevor
Nicholson a nine-pounder. Irving
Hewit landed a 3 lb sea-trout.

On the Lower Irvine House
beat, Pat O’Malley landed a 5 lb
salmon, and Drew Murray
had sea-trout of 2 lb, 2 lb 8 oz
and 3 lb.

On the Esk and Liddel
Angling Club waters rod
pressure was light during much
of September. Salmon were
present in the deep pools but
they were pretty dour and very
hard to move. Best fish was a
cracking 21 lb salmon caught
by Ian Todd.

Peter Morley had one of 7 lb,
and Iain Jardine one of 13 lb –
both from the Canonbie beat.
On the Liddel Peter Longstaff
returned a 5 lb salmon and
several sea-trout. 

On the lower beats sport
was hard to come by, with a
dearth of fish. Even the nets
were struggling in the last
week of their season.

On the River Lyne, the
lowest tributary of the Esk,
fishing Tyneside Anglers’
Syndicate water Colin Painter
landed a fresh sea-trout of

1 lb 8 oz while George Harper 
returned one of around 1 lb 4 oz; 
both were caught on a Mepps.

Given water, sport in October 
can be good but too much often 
results in unsettled fish that are 
difficult to tempt. – 
BORDER ROD.

BRISTOL 
WATERS

I KNOW I am passionate about 
“my” lake – Chew – but the 
past few weeks have been 
about as good as it can 
get! There have been fish all 
round the lake (with the 
possible exception of behind the 
island) and whenever the wind 
has been light the fish have fed 
avidly on the buzzers that have 
hatched in great numbers 
throughout August and 
September. And, as the water 
until last week was so stained, 
the fish have been cruising just 
under the surface, and so really 
easy to take on a dry-fly. I can 
say with great sincerity that I 
have rarely in all the years I 
have fished Chew had 

such amazingly good sport.
There have been a couple of

tough days when the wind blew, 
and we have had many cold 
days – I have driven home 
several times with the car 
thermometer telling me that the 
temperature is under 10 deg C.  
But so long as you can set up a 
drift where you are able to get 
out of the wind, you will see 
rising fish. Most of the time the 
fish are feeding on large buzzers 
and buzzer shucks; in fact most 
of the food in the fish will be 
buzzer shucks, but there is 
always a good showing of 
buzzers. Shield bugs, too, 
provided a great deal of the diet 
in September – I keep meaning 
to work out a tying for these 
large flat creatures. Ian 
McKenzie showed me one last 
year, but it is too much of a work 
of art to try to tie! 

The couple of calm(ish) days 
we have had have been 
outstanding, with fish feeding 
on the surface all across the 
middle. On Sept 20 there was a 

really big fall of ants (this in 
itself is remarkable for 
September!) and the fish gorged
on them all afternoon.

Recently the fish around the
deeper water have started to hit
the fry. Strangely, once you
move away from the deeper
parts you will find plenty of fry,
but the fish will be sipping the
buzzers down very gently and
not crashing about!

I took out a carp fisherman
who is looking for a more active
form of fishing. Ian Bryant lives
in Bristol but travels to a
syndicate lake somewhere just
off the M25. So it makes sense
for him to look at some fishing
closer to home. His casting skills
were quickly acquired, so I took
him out on to the lake sooner
than I would with many. I went
into the sheltered water off the
stones of Nunnery and 
immediately saw several fish
sipping. Ian struggled to spot
these fish and didn’t see any of 
his first four or five takes; 
inevitably the fish were not 
hooked. However, about an hour 
later the up-to-then invisible 
fish occasionally were spotted 
and soon his first fish was 
landed. By the time we headed 
for the jetty at 7.20 pm Ian had 
landed five rainbows and a 
brown trout over 4 lb, which 
swam off with a great splash 
after being released.  On 
arriving back at the jetty we 
checked the returns box and 
found that several regulars had 
not managed to pass four fish 
for the day!

The fry-feeders around the 
deeper water are currently quite 
easy to catch so long as you use 
a large fly such as a Minkie or a 
Sparkler. Slow-sinking lines and 
fast retrieves seem to be the 
way. There are a few perch 
around and, inevitably, small 
pike. So, unless you use a wire 
trace be prepared to be 
bitten off. 

Quite a few large brown 
trout have been caught and 
many have been seen 
feeding. Tony Gorley reported 
seeing at least two over the 8 lb
mark on Sept 20, and I saw a
huge fish feeding on flies rather
than fry in the calm water off
the weedbeds.

As an aside, I know many
trout men are interested in the
birdlife on the lakes they fish,
and we have had some great
visitors recently on Chew. There
has been a lesser scaup present
for ages, and most days we see
a small flock of black terns –
really delightful birds, which are

great at telling us anglers where
the buzzers are hatching. A grey 
phalarope was present for a 
few days, and an osprey fished 
the lake for about a 
week. Ringed plovers, curlews 
and oystercatchers have all 
been seenin the past couple 
of weeks, too.

Bank-fishing remains tough 
as the weed is still a problem on 
most banks. There are fish to be 
caught off the stones, and 
Walley bank is worth a look. As 
the weed dies and the fry move 
in close, be prepared for some 
sport early and late in the day.

To date 15,098 fish have 
been caught in 3,604 rod visits. 
A rod average of 4.18 fish 
per angler.

 Fishing improved on 
Blagdon in September and 
both decent fish and good bags 
of trout have been 
recorded. Thankfully the fish 
have spread out and you will 
have a chance in almost any 
part of the lake. The BRFFA 
“Hidden Pairs” competition on 

Sept 20 saw 48 anglers land just
under 4.5 fish a man. Many of 
these fish were released as the 
fisheries now encourage us to 
use this practice in 
competitions. Most anglers 
caught a few at Top End, but 
with boat pressure quickly 
putting fish down, the boats 
gradually spread out and caught 
fish all over the lake. A few fish 
were taken off the top, but most 
came to either washing line 
(featuring a FAB on the point) or 
drab nymphs on long 
leaders. Top rod, Tony Donnelly, 
used larger flies such as 
Minkies on sinkers.

The deeper water of the dam 
didn’t produce too many fish, 
but those anglers who fished 
there reported having some 
large fish follow up flies coming 
from depth. Short drifts off 
weedbeds produced most fish 
all around the lake. Several 4 lb 
brownies were weighed in, and 
there were a lot of good 
rainbows brought to the scales.

Bank-fishing is still 

“Amazingly 
good sport” 
with rising 
fish on Chew

Lite Brite Fry
Hook Size 10 longshank nymph  Thread White

Tail Natural grey CDC  Body Pearl lite brite coloured on top with 
black and blue pen  Head White foam dowel

Eyes Small stick-on decal eyes
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Williams caught one of the
same size on worm from the
same pool. Peter Pugh had a 6 lb
grilse from just below the
Sharks’ Mouth on a Flying C and
Steve Last had two to his Toby –
a 10 lb fish from the Flats and
one of 8 lb from the Firs pool.

On Betws water up the
Llugwy, Malcolm Adshead had
a 4 lb sea-trout and a 6 lb grilse
from the Long pool on worm;
Craig Dan caught a 4 lb 8 oz
grilse from the Slanted Rock on
a Flying C and John Berwyn
Pritchard had a 10 lb salmon
from the Farm pool on a Toby. In
addition, Steven Hodgson
netted a 5 lb sea-trout, spinning
along the golf course bend
of the main river.

There is little to report from
the right-bank Beaver Grove
beat except that Brian Jones
caught a 6 lb grilse from the
pool just above the Stepping
Stones right at the top of this
beat. Brian reports difficult
wading here and equally
tricky back-casts.

On the upper of the Gwydyr
beats Malcolm Adshead had a
tremendous 10 lb sea-trout from
the Beaver pool on a surface
lure. This is Mally’s second
double figure sea-trout of the
season from the Conwy and he
also had sewin of 3 lb and
2 lb 8 oz – plus a 6 lb grilse on
worm – from this pool. David
Adshead caught a 4 lb 8 oz sea-
trout from Crooked and both
Craig Dan and Stuart Davies had
smallish sea-trout from the
Beaver. Will Parks caught a
good 11 lb salmon on a black
Flying C from just upstream at
Tyn y Cae, along with some
smallish sea-trout.  

Going up to the Gwydyr beat
on the Lledr, Peter Pugh did well
spinning in the Upper Wall pool,
with five sea-trout to 3 lb 8 oz,
and Stuart Davies had a 3 lb
sea-trout from here on
a Flying C.

Further up the Lledr, along
the William’s pool syndicate
water, Darren Evans had a 7 lb
salmon to his upstream spinner
from Greanllyn. Paul Dono
caught salmon of 8 lb, 6 lb and
5 lb from, I think, the Butter pool
(just above William’s pool) and
Lower Gough’s – plus about a
dozen sea-trout to 4 lb – on both
fly and Rapala. Bob Wilson tells
me that careful and selective
cutting back of vegetation is
opening up new water along
this beat, which is encouraging
news for next season.

We could now do with a big
flush of water to indicate to all

problematic with the amount of
weed, but the cutter has been
out and tried to help. Surely
things will improve as the water
cools and the weed dies
naturally. Green Lawn, as ever, 
is producing fish, and Rainbow 
Point is worth looking at.

Water quality at Blagdon is 
stunning, so the fish have no 
problem seeing small nymphs if 
you are confident in fishing 
these flies slowly. The next 
month can only improve. There 
are heaps of fish in the lake – 
get out there and catch a few!

To date 12,311 fish have been 
caught in 3,581 rod visits. A rod 
average of 3.43 fish per angler. 
– MARTIN COTTIS.

 
CONWY

AROUND THE end of August 
and into September unsettled 
conditions continued, the Cwm 
Llanerch gauge fluctuating 
around the 1 m mark. However, 
flows dropped and levels 
declined in the second half of 
the month except that, just as I 
write this on Sept 23, a freshet 
has raised the river again  
to about 1.1 m.

There is still little to report 

from the lower, tidal, beats – I
know access has been more
difficult than usual in parts but
fish just don’t seem to be
holding in this stretch this
season. At the top of the tide, on 
the Plas Madoc beat, John 
Wheeldon did well with the 
shrimp with a grilse of 5 lb from 
the Stake pool and two salmon, 
both of about 9 lb, from the 
Fillet. The previous day, in rather 
higher water, John had a  
5 lb 8 oz grilse on spinner. In 
early September, Derek Link had 
his first salmon – from the 
Stake on a shrimp.

Upstream, on the Llanrwst 
town beat, some salmon were 
caught. Brian Williams had a 
fish of about 7 lb on fly from the 
Bridge pool, Dyfed Jones a 5 lb 
grilse on his favourite purple 
Cascade and both Ian Williams 
and Myfyr Roberts caught grilse 
of about the same size. A few 
sea-trout came to the net – Ian 
Williams had one of 3 lb and 
young Sam Jones had his first 
sewin from Gower’s Run at the 
bottom of the beat.

Going upstream to the lower 
of the Gwydyr beats, Ray 
Ramage had a 10 lb salmon 
from Hafod on shrimp and Kevin 

those salmon waiting out in the 
estuary that if they don’t enter 
the river soon the season  
will be over.

I remain at maxcoventry@
aol.com or please leave a 
message on 01352 720 152. – 
MAX COVENTRY. 

COQUET

THERE WERE some good fish in 
the lower pools of the Coquet in 
early September, despite the 
lack of water. The picture 
further upstream was one of 
frustration at the lack of fish.

On the Northumbrian 
Anglers’ Federation waters 
David Bilbrough returned a 9 lb 
cock fish in the High Park area. It
was Mr Bilbrough’s second
Federation fish, having
landed a 14 lb salmon on
their Tyne waters.

A good brown trout of 3 lb
was caught by Coquet regular
Keith Young. The fish was
caught near the Wagtail area of
the river near Rothbury.

Hardy and Greys of Alnwick
will present a Hardy’s Shadow
rod from their new range to the 
winner of the James Hardy Sea-
trout Trophy for 2015.

The fish-counter info shows 
a total of 1,502 fish running 
through in August, bringing the 
season total to 3,300. Last 
year’s figures show a total run 
of 3,964. There were no counts 
for January to April inclusive. 
The total is below the at-risk 
status for salmon rivers. Coquet 
anglers want to know how long 
this will continue before some 
restocking is carried out. With 
most of the North-east netting 
going on near the Coquet what 
chance does it have to improve? 
– DAVID CARRICK.

CORNWALL

THE CAMEL was mainly very 
quiet in September. This has 
possibly been due not only to 
the lack of fish, but also to the 
lack of anglers. There have been 
only two reports of salmon 
caught on Bodmin Angling 
Association waters. Rain on 

Sept 13/14 lifted the river, and 
conditions on the evening of the 
14th and morning of the 15th 
were perfect, with the water 
stained peat amber. I connected 
with a fresh silver fish in double 
figures using a 7 cm gold 
Rapala, but after about 20 
seconds my line went slack!                                 
Butterwell Farm Fishery had a 
good start to September. 
Nineteen fish were recorded in 
the first three weeks of the 
month with all but one returned. 
Top rods were Mike Withers, 
Allan Lawrence, and 
Mike Laughlin, all of whom 
shared 16 salmon. A special 
mention to George Brockbanks, 
who caught his first salmon, a 
fresh  7 lb fish on a Cascade. 
The exceptionally high water 
from mid month did result in 
some lost days but the salmon 
fishing has bounced back as  
the water fined down.

September has proved a 
steady month on the Fowey 
and the river has produced a 
steady run of fresh grilse, with 
catches reported almost daily. 
Spinning has proved most 
productive for these fish, which 
are averaging 5 lb-6 lb. Larger 
salmon are being taken, but 
ahead of the autumn run they 
are now mostly coloured fish. 
The sea-trout run continues, 
with the largest fish reported  
6 lb 8 oz. Peal continue to run in 
numbers that seem to be 
encouraging. However, the 
number of coloured sea-trout is 
increasing and, as a reminder to 
all our anglers, it is catch-and-
release for all sea-trout on the 
Fowey after Aug 31.  

Following a good spate in 
late August a reasonable run of 
grilse in the 3 lb-6 lb range 
entered the  Lynher and, 
throughout the river, a number 
were taken either spinning or on 
bait. The river then fell back and 
sport dropped off, although 
there was evidence of 
reasonable numbers of sea-
trout still in the middle reaches. 
However, the school peal run 
did not appear to be as good as 
in previous seasons and night- 
fishing has been generally 
disappointing. One or two minor 
spates have followed in 
September but as yet there is no 
evidence of any larger late 
summer/autumn salmon 
appearing.

Unfortunately, there have 
been no reports of fish caught 
on the Inny.

Rods at Siblyback averaged 
just under two fish per angler in 
September, with plenty of 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Newbie, River Annan
Newbie is a much sought-after beat of about two miles, 
mostly double bank, just above the tide. It has an excellent 
head of grayling. Fishing is pretty much both banks, apart 
from a section at the top. Wading is possible on most of the 
beat with the exception of some of the pools on the lower 
section, where the water is too deep.
The Annan is gaining a reputation for extremely big grayling, 
with fish over 3 lb 12 oz recorded in recent years and fish 
over 2 lb relatively common.
Day-tickets for grayling cost £5.
Contact: Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Annan/Newbie

Coquet’s fish 
numbers 
below “at 
risk” status
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browns caught  (the best a 2 lb 
15 oz fish, caught by Mr. J. 
Collman from Plymouth). Sedge 
and dry Daddy patterns were 
the most popular surface flies, 
with Buzzers and Montanas 
catching sub-surface feeders. 
Two Meadows and Stocky Bay 
proved to be the most 
productive areas on the lake. 
The best fish during the month 
was a 5 lb 4 oz rainbow caught 
by Wes Ower, fishing from a 
boat. Wes also landed a 5 lb fish 
on the same day. 

Stithians has fished well 
from the bank, particularly at 
Goonlaze,  Mossops, the Top 
End, and opposite the water-
sports centre. Small dry
patterns have worked well (size
18 Parachute Midge and
Klinkhamers) as have Hoppers
and dry Daddies, and Spiders
and Bob’s Bits fished in the
surface film. Diawl Bachs and
Hare’s Ears have caught fish just
below the surface, while deeper
fish were mainly caught on
orange patterns (Blobs and
Boobies). Muddlers took the fry-
chasers. (There is a good head
of sticklebacks in Stithians).

Anglers have continued to 
enjoy  excellent sport at Drift, 
particularly with brown trout, 
averaging over seven fish per 
rod in September. The best 
locations were Badger Bank 
(particularly popular with the 
brown trout), The Meadows, 
and the North Bank. Black dry 
patterns (Hawthorns, Beetles, 
and Drift Specials) continued to 
fish well, while small dark 
nymphs (Black Buzzers, Black 
and Peacock Spiders and 
Montanas) provided the most 
consistent sport. The best bag, 
of 14 browns, was caught by 
Dave Williams, fishing from 
Badger Bank with a Kate 
McLaren and a Drift Special.

Colliford has fished well 
with dry patterns, a selection of 
which (including Hoppers, small 
Klinkhamers, and dry sedges) 
have all produced results. The 
best fish of the month, a 
beautiful grown-on brown of 
3 lb 10 oz, was caught by Ian 
Robinson on a Klinkhamer, 
fishing from the bank near 
the car-park.  – 
RICHARD BRISTOW. 

CUMBERLAND 
DERWENT 

THE DERWENT having been at a 
good height for migratory fish to 
run for much of the early part of 
September, anglers were out in 
some numbers. With a very few 

exceptions, however, most
were disappointed at the lack
of salmon in the river.  

While the occasional hard
day’s salmon fishing is to be
expected from time to time in
any circumstances, the situation
on the Derwent has become
dire, with little evidence of
salmon in the middle and upper
river. Unsurprisingly, there is
much concern and outcry from
anglers throughout the
catchment. One good angler
called me after three days’ hard
fishing on a good lower beat to
report that he had not even
seen a salmon, despite being on

the water from dawn to dusk.
The situation has not been
helped by reports of alleged
large-scale and seemingly
unpoliced poaching activity in
noted salmon-gathering areas
on the lower river. From
anecdotal evidence, it appears
that the few fish entering the
system at the moment are more
likely to be caught by poachers
than anglers.

Concern among both anglers
and riparian owners is reaching
a critical level and while many
are calling for “something to be
done” to reverse the deplorable
downward spiral of salmon
fishing on this once-prolific
river, an effective long-term
solution seems far off. 

Outwardly the river appears
in a good state, with improved
habitat and excellent brown
trout fishing along much of its
length. Numbers of salmon fry
seem to be fair and there are
reports of some very large
salmon parr being encountered.
Sawbilled ducks and 
cormorants are subject to fairly
aggressive management
strategies and yet the river
looks set to fail to meet its
conservation limit yet again.

The economic impact of the
apparent collapse of the
Derwent as a seemingly viable
salmon fishery is at present
incalculable, but it seems
difficult to see how riparian
owners can offer season
salmon rods when there is little
in the way of catches to report.

And as further cutbacks hit the 
Environment Agency, with 
falling revenue from salmon- 
fishers, an additional  worry is 
that with fewer anglers on the 
bank poaching will increase. 
Personally I have had one 
salmon this season and the 
usual fever of anticipation as 
the days grow shorter and the 
number of fish in the river 
should increase with each tide 
has faded. I hope this is a 
temporary situation for we live 
in rapidly changing times, and 
for salmon anglers, as well as 
those who love the wild places 
these fish inhabit, these are 
very difficult days. – 
ERIC HOPE.

DEE 
AND CLWYD

THE WELSH Salmon & Trout 
Angling Association rivers trials 
were held at Llangollen over the 
weekend of Aug 29/30, to 
determine the Welsh Team to 
fish the 2016 Home 
International match next year 
on Scotland’s River Don. Over 
the two days 147 grayling and 
23 trout, over the minimum size 
of 20 cm, were caught. The top 
six anglers who, pending an 
official Welsh S&TA invitation, 
will represent Wales next year 
are: 1, Kieran Jenkins (Welsh 
rivers cchampion 2015); 2, Terry 
Bromwell; 3, Paul Jenkins; 4, 
Terry Evans; 5, Simon Barton; 
and 6, Andrew Banner (reserve). 
The Welsh Salmon & Trout 
Angling Association would like 
to thank all those who 
controlled on both days, and a 
special thanks from Paul 
Jenkins, the rivers team 
manager, to Ken Bathers of 
Llangollen Maelor Angling Club 
for the huge amount of work he 
did to assist in the smooth 
running of the competition.

At the time of writing (Sept 
20) the river remains low, 
although the fresh water at the 
end of August and the few small 
lifts since have encouraged the 
fish to move higher up the 
system and a number of fish
made themselves known on the
Chain pool on Corwen AC
water towards the end of 
September. The total salmon
catch from Corwen’s water is
only 30 fish, which, according to
Mick Bates, is about one third of
the fish he would expect from
club waters at this time. Chris
Bradbury had a spring-tagged
fish of around 10 lb. Neil 
Dalrymple had fish of 5 lb and
15 lb from the Gwynodle Bach

beat, both on a Devon Minnow. 
Mick Bates managed a nice 6 lb 
fish from The Run, while Gareth 
Bernell had a 5 lb sea-trout 
from the same beat. 

Coed yr Allt has produced 
some fish, Paul James and Pete 
Roberts landing 5 lb and 6 lb 
salmon respectively. Wirral 
Game AC reports that Alec 
Cartwright had a fish of 
7 lb 8 oz, John Fernee, 9 lb, and 
Jonathan Moores a nice fish of 
20 lb from Chirk water.

On Rhagatt John Barnett 
had an 11-pounder, Gareth 
Roberts fish of 9 lb and 14 lb, 
followed by 10 lb and 5 lb 8 oz 
fish in mid September; the 
water continued to produce 
sea-trout to 3 lb.

On the Corwen Junction 
beat Jonathan Gittins had a 
nice 16 lb salmon. Alec 
Cartwright took the best fish 
recorded so far – a fine 25 lb 
fish from Bryn y Pys with more 
fish to 7 lb 8 oz from the same 
water by Patrick Conner and 
John Davies.

Capenhurst Anglers’ 
waters have produced a few 
salmon, the best so far a nice 
8 lb fish to Rob Burness. The 
best fish so far from Gwerclas 
Syndicate was a fine 
18-pounder.

We still await a good flush of 
fresh water on the Clwyd; 
there has been no significant 
rise all season, the level being 
maintained by compensation 
water pumped into the river 
higher up the valley from the 
aquifer. This water was, 
however, sufficient to allow the 
sea-trout to make their 
presence felt in good numbers. 
To give an idea of the extent of 
this season’s run, Shaun Foxon 
has ceased his sea-trout fishing 
with a total of 66 fish for the 
season, the best a fish of 
8 lb 8 oz. Stewart Llewellyn, a 
new Denbigh and Clwyd AC 
member, who joined the club in 

mid season, has taken 23 sea-
trout, the best a seven-pounder, 
and one salmon. Many Clwyd 
anglers have taken high 
numbers of fish, with 5 lb-plus 
fish common. Catch-and-
release rates remain 
exceptionally high. 

The Junction beat at the 
confluence of the Clwyd and 
Elwy has fished exceptionally 
well with more than 140 sea-
trout, the great majority 
released, and a fish of 5 lb 4 oz 
falling to Max Coventry in 
mid September.

The Elwy has fished well for 
wild brownies, but migratory 
fish have proved hard to come 
by, though a few have been 
encountered. The Elwy is an 
excellent spate-river, so has 
suffered this season from the 
lack of water, but when it 
comes, as it must, sport on this 
river will be exceptional.

I know of only two salmon 
from the system to date, so 
things will be hectic if we get 
good rain soon – and it’s 
promised!

 Rhyl and St Asaph AC 
continue to run fly-fishing 
tuition days at their club lake, 
including a successful event 
during national fishing week. 
These events are well attended, 
such that the club is seeking to 
have more instructors qualified. 
The delight shown on the faces 
of first-time fly- fishermen when 
they land their first trout makes 
these days very worthwhile. 
Denbigh and Clwyd Angling 
Club and Bodelwyddan Game 
Anglers have come together to 
form a new club. Final details, 
including confirmation of the 
club name, have to be ratified at 
the club’s AGM, so more details 
to follow. The waters of the 
combined clubs will provide an 
exceptional portfolio of 
waters for the combined 
membership. – 
ALLAN CUTHBERT.

Few salmon in 
Derwent, 
despite good 
running water
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DERBYSHIRE 
WATERS

AT THE time of writing (late 
September) the river trout 
season is into its final few 
weeks and a continuation of low 
and clear water has in part 
resulted in the trout fishing 
generally being far from easy. 
We desperately need a good 
spate to precipitate a change 
for the better. Despite this, I 
remain optimistic about the 
grayling season ahead, based 
on continuing reports of 
specimen grayling being caught 
in the upper Derwent. While 
most of the local clubs will 
provide their members with 
access to winter fishing for 
Grayling, the Peak Passport 
scheme offers similar 
opportunities, but on a day-
ticket/token basis. For more 
details take a look at www.
wildtroutfishing.co.uk/
locations/peak_passport.html.

In complete contrast, our 
stillwaters have all continued to 
produce good results, with the 
catch return figures showing a 
definite upward trend. In 
particular the fishing on 
Ladybower Reservoir is 
generally acknowledged to have 
been the best for very many 
years and recently produced a 
rainbow trout of over 13 lb, 
which was released. It is worth 
noting that the current 
diminished levels on our 
reservoirs not only serve to 
concentrate the fish into a 
smaller area and improve bank 
access, but also reveal features 
such a stream beds, shoals, 
drop-offs  and other underwater 
features, which can be 
invaluable to the angler. – 
DAVID M. THELWALL

DEVON

THE END of August and the first 
part of September produced 
plenty of rain and several 
spates on Devon rivers to the 
benefit of salmon anglers, but 
often resulted in difficult 
conditions for night-fishing for 
sea-trout and brown trout 
fishing. At the time of writing 
(Sept 23) the larger rivers were 
once again very high and 
coloured.

The past four weeks saw 
considerably more water in the 
rivers at the Arundell Arms and 
a notable improvement in 
salmon catches. A very big 
spate on Sept 15, with the 
Tamar peaking at Polson Bridge 
at 2.2 metres, really got the fish 

moving. With many days lost to 
very high and coloured water, a 
total of eight salmon were 
landed and four lost. All of the 
salmon were taken on fly and 
released in line with the hotel 
policy of 100 per cent catch-
and-release. David Wallace had 
two for his weekend, both from 
the Tamar on black-and-orange 
tubes and the better at  
29 inches. There were some 
fresh grilse around, and a few 
slightly coloured fish in the  
6 lb-10 lb class. Good water 
levels allowed fish to run freely 
and there should be a decent 
stock of potential spawners  
for the winter. 

Sea-trout night-fishing was 
often hit by spate water, with 
the best fish of 4 lb 4 oz for Alex 
Jones, taken while salmon 
fishing with a Red Tadpole fly on 

the Tamar. Mrs Alex Turner had 
a 17-inch sea-trout on a 3 lb 
leader and a small Coachman 
while learning to fish on Beat 9a 
of the Tamar. Philip Blanchard 
caught his first sea-trout, also 
while learning, on a dry Grey 
Wulff in very high but clear 
water on the Lyd. Alan Madsen 
took advantage of a short spell 
of settled water to catch four 
sea-trout to 2 lb from the Lyd on 
Beat 3 one night, with the total 
at the Arundell Arms for the 
past month at 16. Brown trout 
fishing suffered from the spates 
but was good when conditions 
allowed. Mark Krukowski had a 
couple of excellent days on the 
upper Lyd, which clears and 
becomes fishable the soonest 
after a flood, with 57 trout to  
12 inches, all on dry-fly. The 
trout total was 207, along with 
25 grayling. Godfrey Buckland 
had a good day on Beat 9b on 
the Tamar, with five grayling to 
14 inches, all on a Prince nymph. 

At Endsleigh the Tamar 
produced another very good 
spell of salmon fishing in the 
four weeks to Sept 23 with 33 
fish to 14 lb on a variety of flies. 
The three biggest salmon of  
14 lb were caught by Jenny Gray 
on a Willie Gunn, Nick Gibson on 
a Shrimp fly, and Charlie 
Bracher. David Gawthorpe 

caught a salmon of 13 lb on a 
black-and-yellow tube and two 
fish of 12 lb were caught by 
Jasper Randall on a Yellow 
Torrish and Camilla Medd on a 
black-and-yellow tube. Both 
Stephen Illingworth and Alan 
White had three salmon and 
several others had two fish.

A few salmon were caught 
on the Tavy below Tavistock by 
members of the Tavy, Walkham 
& Plym Fishing Club. Most were 
between 5 lb and 6 lb and 
caught on spinners but one very 
small salmon of 3 lb was caught 
on fly. Bob Mountjoy had a 
salmon of about 9 lb and a 
couple of sea-trout. Some chilly 
nights resulted in little night-
fishing and most sea-trout were 
caught while salmon fishing.

On the Dart, fishing pressure 
remained very low following the 
introduction of the emergency 
bylaw. Members of the Dart 
Angling Association continued 
to catch some school peal and 
the odd sea-trout to 3 lb 8 oz, 
but no salmon were reported. A 
salmon of 5 lb was caught 
farther upriver at Holne Chase 
by Jack Tupper. High water 
encouraged some salmon to run 
through to the West Dart, 
where a few fish were caught, 
including two of 10 lb and 7 lb 
for Glyn Lloyd-Jones on a 
Copper Dart and three for 
Charlie Webster.

Sea-trout became 
increasingly difficult to catch on 
the lower Teign but members 
of the Lower Teign Fishing 
Association caught a number of 
salmon, including two for Jeff 
Sharland and one of 5 lb for 
Brian Parry. By mid September 
some salmon had run through to 
the top of the Upper Teign 
Fishing Association waters, 
where the best salmon reported 
was an 11 lb fish for Bill Crumby.

Although details of catches 
on the Exe were difficult to get, 
high water enabled salmon to 
run right through the Exe system 
to the Barle, where Ueli 
Zellweger reported salmon 
caught on his own water and 
that of the River Barle Fishing 
Club. On Aug 27 he had four 
takes in 90 minutes and landed 
two salmon of 7 lb and 4 lb on a 
Shrimp fly, followed by another 
grilse a day later on an Ally’s 
Shrimp. September 16 produced 
a salmon of 8 lb and two grilse 
for Florian Zellweger on an 
unnamed fly, and then on Sept 
19 a salmon of 6 lb 8 oz on a 
Cascade. Several other salmon 
were caught by members of the 
River Barle Fishing Club.  

September 
spate on 
Tamar brings 
in salmon

JOHN
GAWESWORTH

1928-2015
John Gawesworth, of
Dolton, Devon, died
suddenly at his home on
September 24, at the age of 
86. He was born Buck
Jenner-Parson, in Codicote, 
near Welwyn Garden City in 
1928, and discovered fly-
fishing in North Wales on 
the River Conway, having 

been relocated there as a young man during the war.
When Buck started a fly-fishing school in Kent in

1972, he decided to teach and write under the
pseudonym “John Gawesworth” – a name chosen to
commemorate the passing of longtime friend and poet 
John Gawsworth. In 1977 John moved his family to
Great Torrington in Devon, where his West of England 
School of Game Angling operated at Caynton House,
then Orford Lodge until his retirement in 1990.

In the 18 years of the school’s existence John taught 
thousands of people to fly-fish, with a clear, logical
teaching method and analytical skills (developed as a 
maths and physics teacher in earlier years) providing the 
foundation of a unique and very progressive
instructional technique. John was a pioneer in fly-fishing 
instruction, being the first instructor to use video to film 
clients casting and the playback to analyse and improve 
their casting technique in evening lectures.

The fly-fishing school was successful enough to
employ numerous casting instructors to help teach the 
number of people that came to his school to learn, and 
many of those former employees are still actively
involved in the fly-fishing world. Among them, Robin
Gow from Orvis, Robin Elwes of Farlows, Trout Fisherman 
tackle reviewer Robbie Winram, and John’s son, Simon 
Gawesworth at RIO Products, continue his legacy by
teaching and spreading the fly- fishing word.

In the late 1970s John founded the West of England 
Tournament Casting Club, where he trained local
youngsters to become tournament casters, many of
them going on to represent England at varying levels. It 
was at one of these meets in 1981 that John’s
tournament rod got too close to an overhead power line, 
shocking him with 33,000 volts, from which he
survived, though with deep burns.

John was an APGAI and STANIC qualified casting
instructor, who contributed numerous articles to Trout & 
Salmon and Trout Fisherman. In addition, he was a
tremendous fan and advocate of Salmon & Trout
Conservation UK (formerly the Salmon & Trout
Association), and encouraged a vast majority
of the people he taught to join.

John retired from fly-fishing in 1990 and settled down 
to a peaceful village life in Dolton in Devon. He is
survived by his wife, Jan, his children Simon and Helen, 
and his stepdaughter Liza.
Memorial donations may be made in John’s name to the 
Salmon & Trout Conservation UK (Charity number –
1123285), Admin Office, PO Box 1301, Maidstone ME14 
9PX, or online at: www.salmon-trout.org/e360/s_
checkout_stage_1.asp?type=donation. Please enter
“John Gawesworth Memorial” in the “Where did you 
hear about us?” box.
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The last few days August
and the first part of September
produced some good sport on
the Taw at Huish Moor for 
those able to take last-minute 
advantage of availability. Over a 
six-day flurry of activity a total 
of seven salmon were caught 
with the best at 14 lb caught by 
Tim Stoop, who also had five 
sea-trout, including one of over 
5 lb. Gary Herbert had fresh 
grilse of 3 lb and 5 lb, and was 
broken by a very big fish. A big 
flood arrived in mid September, 
which put paid to fishing at 
Huish Moor up to the 
time of writing.   

On the upper Taw at the Fox 
& Hounds, two salmon were 
caught after a spate in mid 
September with a fish of 
9 lb 8 oz for Tom Butt and a 5 lb 
grilse for Nick Hart. Sea-trout 
were still being caught, 
including a fish of 3 lb for Gary 
Wiggins and two school peal 
around 1 lb for Emma Tyjas. 
Trout fishing remained good 
when conditions permitted, 
especially in afternoon
 hatches of sedge. 

Following the first good 
spate of the season on the 
Mole in late August George 

Brewer caught a 14 lb salmon on
Aug 29, but things got even
better the following day when
he caught three salmon, 
including another of 14 lb, and a 
sea-trout. His fellow rod 
managed to catch four smaller 
salmon and three sea-trout. All 
of the fish were getting 
coloured and were taken on a 
Willie Gunn and Shrimp pattern 
fished deep. Caleb Sutton 
caught three salmon to 11 lb and 
three sea-trout to 4 lb, Richard 
Nickell contacted several 
salmon on the Highbullen Hotel 
water and landed one of 7 lb in 
Quarry pool, and Chris Taylor 
caught a 6 lb fish on Sept 1. 
Fishing then became a bit more 
difficult but there was a report 
of one angler catching three 
salmon just upstream of the 
junction with the Taw. On Sept 
17 Tony Bennett had a 14 lb 
salmon on the Highbullen water 
and another Mole beat also 
produced a 14 lb salmon for 
David Rudman. On the same day 
Jason Stoop and his father, Tim, 
got away from high water on 
the lower Taw to fish the Mole 
and Jason took a 6 lb salmon 
on a Silver Stoat.

Despite some spates that 

brought fishing to a temporary
stop at times, the Torridge
enjoyed some good spells of
salmon fishing for anglers at the
Half Moon and other beats,
especially on the middle
reaches. Charles Inniss,
secretary of the Torridge
Fisheries Association, reported
six salmon caught in the last
week of August, with fish
between 7 lb and 10 lb. Early
September produced 11 more
salmon, again mostly in the
7 lb-10 lb range but with an
increasing number becoming
coloured – though two very
fresh grilse around 5 lb were
caught. A sea-trout of 9 lb
caught by Paul Ashworth while
fishing on Aug 29 at 
Brimblecombe was the best of
13 sea-trout reported, most of
which fell to salmon anglers
when the river was high.

Water levels on the South
West Lakes Trust reservoirs
dropped to between 50 and 70
per cent  but were starting to fill
up at the time of writing (Sept
23) and the water temperature
had dropped back to about
15 deg C. Terrestrial insects
were being blown on to the
water during the day, sedges
had been hatching in the
evenings, and fish were starting
to chase fry in the margins.

At Kennick rods 
consistently averaged around
2.5 rainbows per visit, with boat
anglers faring slightly better
than bank-fishermen. Both
static and drifting tactics were
successful for the boats, which
caught most of the fish over the
Middle, Narrows, and Top End
of the fishery; the Top End and
Narrows, along with Clampitts
Bay, also proved to be the best
location for bank anglers. As
well as the usual patterns
fished on floating, sink-tip and
intermediate lines, daddy-
longlegs blown on to the water
encouraged some fish to rise.
Michael Herring caught a
3 lb 5 oz rainbow from a boat in
the Narrows on a dry Elk Hair
Caddis, while 3 lb rainbows
were caught by Mr T. O’Keef on
a Diawl Bach by the dam and
Mr D. O’Neil with a team of
Buzzers from the bank.

Drifting boat anglers 
continued to enjoy the best
sport at Wimbleball, where
Bessoms, Ruggs, Cow Moor,
Upton Arm, Arthur’s Bay, 
Valentines and the deeper 
water by the dam were the best
locations. Bank anglers tended
to stay around Ruggs and 
Bessoms. The best fish of the

Burrator
trout looking
up fordaddy-
longlegs

month was a 4 lb 11 oz rainbow
caught by Alan Riddell, followed
by a rainbow of 4 lb 7 oz
for Steven Floyd.

With the water level at
Burrator still around 50 per
cent, plenty of bank areas
remained available to anglers
and, as ever, the banks on the
Longstone Peninsula proved to
be the most popular and
productive. With large numbers
of daddy-longlegs being blown
on to the water, fish were

looking up to feed and Hoppers
and dry Daddies were the most
popular and successful patterns
for dry-fly fishing.

Roadford was still 
producing good catches, with
boats becoming more popular
as the water level dropped and
more weed was exposed
around the bank. Wortha Bay
and Davey’s Bank proved to be
the best locations, as well as
fishing over the boils. –
MIKE WEAVER

DOVEY

SEPTEMBER WAS dry, river
levels were low, the days were
sunny and the nights cold – far
from ideal conditions. Sea-trout
fishing ended on Sept 14,
although most anglers had
called an end to their season
some weeks before. 

As I write (Sept 22) we have
had the first decent rise in river
levels for a month but few
anglers have ventured out. The
last few days of August saw

good water levels and the flag 
day of the 25th produced quite a 
run of sea-trout. David R. 
Vaughan had the best salmon of 
the season so far – a 
16-pounder on spinner from 
Grofft Run. Phil Jones took a 
14 lb salmon on the same 
method from Lloyds. The next 
few days were mixed, and apart 
from sea-trout the most notable 
catches were salmon for John 
Clifford (7 lb), Bob Gilkes (7 lb) 
and Mick Cronin (10 lb and 6 lb). 
The best sea-trout in 
September, 12 lb, fell to Charlie 
Hunt, worming Lloyds. Over the 
holiday weekend Robert Lewis 
had a very fresh 14 lb salmon off 
the Bridge Flats worming area. 

Since then the fishing has 
gone quiet and some decent 
water – far more than today’s – 
is needed to close what has 
been an exceptional season. 
Please return all catch permits 
to the secretary by November 
15 at the latest. For all 
information on fishing Dovey 
Association water next year, 
contact our secretary, Richard 
Evans, on 01654 702 721 or 
write to him at NDFA,The Plas, 
Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8ER. 
My e-mail address is gwil.
dovey@yahoo.co.uk  – 
G. H. THOMAS.

EDEN

REGULAR RAIN in early 
September kept the river in 
good condition for salmon, trout 
and sea-trout anglers. 
Warwick Hall had its fair 
share of sport, despite seeing 
very few fish running. The fish 
were moving into beats in pods, 
some days producing very good 
catches and others nothing.

Among Warwick Hall 
catches was Ralph Mercer with 
a 7 lb worm-caught salmon from 
the Rushes. Roger Leek landed 
one of 5 lb on fly from Coops 
Stream. Simon Beckett had an 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Hoddom, River Annan
Hoddom is set among stunning woodland that bursts into a 
kaleidoscope of colours every autumn. Much of the beat offers 
classic fly water, with fast streams and steady glides. The beat 
is generally fairly easy to wade though care should be taken 
when wading at night or when there 
is a rise in water.
Hoddom’s fishing is just four miles from the sea and comprises 
about two and half miles of double-bank fishing with ten named 
pools (and lots of fishing in between them). The beat has three 
huts, WC, and a gillie can be arranged. The five-year average is 
189 salmon/grilse and 80 sea-trout. 
From November 16 grayling day permits can be purchased. 
Hoddom beat is very popular with anglers fly-fishing for 
grayling in November and December.

Day-tickets for salmon cost £40 plus vat and 
grayling  £10 plus vat
Contact: Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Annan/Hoddom
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GR AFHAM

SOME BIG fish have been
caught, with four-pounders
relatively common. The latest
information is that a rainbow of
over 8 lb was caught in a
practice session for a match.
This has not yet been confirmed.
Season-ticket holder Steve
Battle, boat-fishing off Hedge
End, caught a rainbow of
6 lb 3 oz. He had a bag of eight
fish for 28 lb 4 oz, all caught on a
floating line and Pheasant Tail
nymph. Season-ticket holder
Simon Ashton caught a rainbow
of 5 lb 1 oz boat-fishing the
north shore. He also had a
brown trout of more than 3 lb.

Despite some very unsettled
weather, the fishing has
generally been very productive.
The rod average for the season
is now 4.27 fish per return. Bank
anglers have found sport in

most locations around the lake.
Pylon Point and Deep Water
Point, on the north shore, have
produced exceptional results
and the dam wall, particularly
the south end, produces fish
most days of the week. There
are at least a dozen anglers on
the wall every day. Regular
visitor, Mick White, released 34
fish from four bank visits, in
seven days. Most of the time he
fishes a floating line with
Shrimp patterns and Gold-
ribbed Hare’s Ear.

Boat anglers have had
consistent sport, drifting from
the middle to the north shore.
The fish are very close to the
surface, so floating lines,
midge-tips and slow
intermediates are the only lines
needed. A bloom of green algae
can be seen on most drifts but
this does not appear to concern
the trout. Our invasive shrimp is
making its presence felt at most
banks and the fish are cruising
very close to the margins,
feeding on these fast-swimming
crustaceans. Deep wading and
long casting are not necessary.
With more than 45,000 fish
stocked so far this season,
there are plenty of fish
in the lake.

PROSPECTS 
The water level is now very
high for the time of year.
Work on the banks has been
completed and the 
authorities are unlikely to
lower the level. This will
make the bank-fishing
challenging in some areas.
However, autumn is the very
best time to fish the bank at
Grafham and I expect some
good fish to be taken. The
harbour is full of roach and
bream fry. It is many years
since I have seen such large
shoals. The fry are now
three inches long and big
trout have been seen 
feeding on them. – 
PETER HARTLEY.

LUNE 

AFTER A relatively warm and 
dry start to August, when 
conditions favoured night-
fishing for sea-trout, there was 
a gradual change to cooler, 
wetter weather in the second 
week, which brought a 
temporary end to night-fishing 
but helped the salmon 
fishing. Several anglers on the 
lower river took the opportunity 
and some good catches 
were made. 

Several salmon were taken 
on the LDAA Caton beat where, 
by the end of August, almost 50 
had been caught. Most were 
caught by just a handful of 
experienced anglers with most 
other hopefuls, myself included, 
unable to connect. From the 
records posted by the 
successful anglers it would 
appear most were returned – I 
just hope I can be as diligent 
when my turn comes!

Further upstream Les Hough, 
fishing the LDAA waters, had 
salmon of 11 lb and 12 lb in a 
session, and further upstream 
still, at Tebay, Alan Chapman 
had a salmon of  7 lb with others 
of 10 lb, 8 lb and 5 lb taken by 
local anglers fishing Cragg Dub. 

After that brief but hectic 
spell of salmon activity, water 
levels dropped away once more 
and conditions returned to 
favour the sea-trout night- 
fisher. However, as water levels 
dropped and sea-trouting 
activity resumed, it became 
clear that most fish had moved 
out of the lower river into the 
middle and upper reaches. I 
spent four nights fishing the 
lower river around Caton in mid 
September and found it hard 
going. Not only had most sea-
trout moved on, but as water 

levels dropped, so, too, did
night- time temperatures,
putting the few fish that
remained right down on the 
bottom and off the take very 
quickly after dusk. 

Middleton, 
Strangerthwaite and Tebay 
Anglers had most of the sea-
trout sport in September, with a 
umber of good fish 
taken. Regular anglers Gary 
Hudson, Mick Hall, John Riley 
and Ali Potter picked away at 
them and all had a number to 
3 lb.  So, too, did several visitors 
– I had fish of 3 lb 8 oz and 2 lb 
on my visit to Tebay in early 
September, where father and 
son team, Mark and Kirt Feller, 
had five sea-trout to 3 lb in one 
session from the same area.

On the whole, though, the 
general feeling among both 
salmon and sea-trout anglers 
was that September was 
“quiet” and catches probably 
mirrored the runs through Forge 
Weir in August, when counter 
figures showed a remarkable 
fall-off of fish moving through 
compared to numbers going 
through in June and July. The 
numbers of salmon recorded 
moving through the weir in 

June, July and August were 457,
1,077 and 465 respectively. The
numbers of sea-trout recorded
through were 4,039, 4,482 and 
411 respectively.  While it’s easy 
to be despondent about the 
salmon figure, it is worth noting 
that the count at the end of 
August 2015 was 19 per cent up 
on that of 2014 and this figure 
doesn’t include any going over 
the new pass at the hydro, 
which, at the time of writing – 
some nine months after hydro 
commissioning – still does not 
have an operational 
counter! The sea-trout figure 
was just three per cent below 
that of 2014 and I am sure that a 
few, at least, must have 
managed to make their way 
over the hydro fish-pass, making 
the numbers for 2014 and 2015 
probably pretty much the same. 

The fact the old/existing fish-
pass and counter at Forge Weir 
are still operational is largely 
due to the battle fought by the 
LWFA and other bodies with the 
EA during the consultation 
phase connected to the hydro 
permitting process.  Had the 
pass and counter been closed, 
and fish-passage solely 
dependent upon migration over 

8 lb salmon from Duffers on fly. 
Kevin and Lesley Winters had 
salmon of 12 lb and 10 lb from 
the Nunnery and Jacky’s 
Stream on spinner. Trevor 
Spence landed one of 14 lb on 
fly from Coops Stream, and Tim 
Bacon had a six-pounder on fly 
from Duffers.

On Sept 6 Paul Maxwell 
caught a 6 lb salmon at the 
Garden Wall on worm. Adam 
Bennett landed a 3 lb grilse 
from House pool on fly – 
his first Eden salmon.

On Sept 15 Raymond 
Chessworth had a 12 lb salmon 
in Coops Stream, and Tim Bacon 
had fish of 14 lb and 5 lb on 
spinner from Irthing Foot. Chris 
Trinnock caught a 4 lb grilse in 
the Battery on worm. On the 
same day Geoff Baines landed 
salmon of 7 lb, 7 lb and 8 lb 
on worm.

On Sept 16 Andrew Ellis had 
a 10 lb salmon on fly from the 
House pool. Tim Bacon fished
the Mid Stream and Coops
Stream, catching a 5 lb grilse
and an 8 lb salmon on fly and
spinner; while Keith Twentyman
had one of the same weight on
spinner from the Nunnery. Tom
Kay had a 6 lb fish on spinner
from the Nunnery, and Nick
Foden-Pattinson a 14-pounder
on fly in Duffers.

Salmon to 20 lb were
reported further upstream, with
grilse – many in the 4 lb-6 lb 
class – figuring well in catches.

 On the Low House beat 
Andrew Stainton caught a nice 
3 lb 8 oz sea-trout on a Flying C 
in Bransty and Hugh Gillespie a 
salmon of 12 lb at Back End on a 
Silver Stoat’s Tail. Jim McKay 
had a 6 lb salmon on a Flying C 
in Nichol Hole. Odd fish were 
seen but most have been 
coloured. A good flood was 
needed to get the late run of 
autumn fish into the river. 
The season closes for salmon 
and sea-trout after fishing 
on Oct 14. 

A pollution occurred in the 
Dacre and Skitwath Becks, 
tributaries of the Eamont. The 
source of the farm slurry has 
been located and the 
Environment Agency are 
investigating. Winter grayling 
fishing is available on the river. 
Contacts are: Lazonby 
Estates: Edwin Tailford, Tel: 
01228 560 122, Moorhouse 
Hall beats, Holmegate and 
Crosby: James Carr, 
Tel: 01228 561 993. Warwick 
Hall, Tel: 01228 561 546. 
Cargo: Tel 01539 535 502. – 
CUMBRIAN ROD.

     

Grafham 
four-pounders 
“relatively 
common”

Black Spider
Hook Size 14-18 wet-fly  Thread Brown  Rib Brown tying thread  

Hackle Dark starling shoulder feather
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LANCASHIRE’S LARGEST GUN AND TACKLE STORE

Est 1975
Stephen J &ĂǁĐĞƩ

nsmiths, Fishing Tackle & Country Clothing

Tel: 01524 32033 Fax: 01524 843470
 Great John St, Lancaster LA1 1NQ  (5 mins from M6 motorway J34)

9am-5pm. Closed Wednesdays & Sundays. �ůů�ŐŽŽĚƐ�Žī�ĞƌĞĚ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ ƵŶƐŽůĚ�

DISCOUNT
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FOR PRICES TOO HOT
TO PRINT RING NOW EXPRESS P&P CHARGES

U.K. MAINLAND INCL. MOST OF SCOTLAND
Small Items: £3.00 Medium Items: £6.00

Large Items Incl Rods & Waders: 24hr £7.99
NORTHERN IRELAND & OUTER ISLANDS

Large Items Incl Rods: 48hr £9.99 – 24hr £13.99
&Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞƐƟ�ŶĂƟ�ŽŶƐ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ ƌŝŶŐ
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EXCLUSIVE EMAILED OFFERS AVAILABLE

SUBSCRIBE NOW! TO ŝŶĨŽΛĨĂǁĐĞƩ�ƐŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĐŽŵ

IKON GUIDING WADERS
CHEST, WAIST OR HIP WADE
ϰ�ϱ ůĂǇĞƌ ǁĂĚĞƌ ĨĂďƌŝĐ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ
ďƌĞĂƚŚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĚƵƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ ŚǇƉĂůŽ
reinforced with no seam leg cut.
Chest stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW.
Chest stocking foot with zip
RRP £259.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW.
Waist stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW
Hip stocking foot RRP £99.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW
^ŝǌĞƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĂƌĞ�^�ʹ�yy> ŝŶ ďŽƚŚ
short and long legs + king size
RING FOR LOWEST VISION UK WADER PRICE
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2015
REELS

RULLA
FROM
£127

TANK
FROM
£152

KOMA
FROM

INCL FREE
SPOOL £68

DEEP
FROM

£42

VISION WADER PACKAGES
IKON

£199.9
INCL FREE
HOPPER FELT
SOLE BOOTS
& FREE UK
MAINLAND
P&P

IKON 
WITH ZIP 
£279
INCL FREE 
HOPPER 
FELT SOLE 
BOOTS & 
FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&P

IKON BOOT
FOOTED
WITH 
VIBRAM 
STUDDED 
SOLE
RRP £299.99

£239.99
INCL FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&P

KURA
DELUXE
£189.99
NEW LOW PRICE
RRP £269.99
INCL FREE
HOPPER FELT
SOLE BOOTS 
& FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&PSAVE

£99.99
SAVE

£99.99 SAVE

£60.00

MAKO GUMMI
STUDDED BOOTS

1 . £118.99

NEW LOIKKA GUMMI
STUDDED BOOTS

FROM £127.49

PRICES RING NOW!

SALE

FRITCHY 
PROFESSIONAL

CATCH & RELEASE 
FISHING PLIERS
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FINISH
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LOADED JAWS
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BRAID OR MONOLINES

SPECI
£29.99 EACH

INCL PRESENTATION BOX

 S Tackle  

Review January 

2015

YOU DEMAND THE LOWEST PRICE AND WE
WILL TRY TO SUPPLY IT!! ANTE !!

2 STREAMFLEX & CARNIVO
US NEW GR10, 30, 50 ROD
ODELS AT LOWEST UK
ICE GUARANTEED

2015 RODS&REELS

EYS STRATA CT
EATHABLE CHE
ADER&BOOTS
LT OR
BBER SOLE)
P £309.98
ES M-XXLK

UR PRICE
99.99

L. UK EXPRESS P&P

REYS STRATA C
EATHABLE CHES

ADER &BOOTS
LT OR RUBBER SOLE)
P £249.99
ES M-XXLK

UR PRICE
69.99
L. UK EXPRESS P&P

L "FREE" CTX

DS

INCL. "FREE" CT BOOTS
& SCREW STUDS

RICES IN THE UK - GUARANTEED - WE WILL BEAT MOST PRICES

PARMARIS 
AUTOMATIC LIFE 

JACKETS 150N
HI FIT AUTO 
(Deep Wading) 

RRP £64.95
NOW 

£55.99
STANDARD 

AUTO 
RRP £69.95
NOW 

£59.99

CKLE CODE CONDITION. �ƉƉĞĂƌƐ ǁŝƚŚ ^ƚŽĐŬ EŽ� ŝŶ ĨƌŽŶƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ĂƌƟĐůĞ
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с sĞƌǇ 'ŽŽĚ �ŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ� � с DĂƌŬĞĚ ďƵƚ ^ŽƵŶĚ� � с hƐĂďůĞ�

SECONDHAND TACKLE

ODERN HARDY FLY REELS
192 St John Salmon & S/Trout Reel..................................................£250
ϮϱϬ��D>��ϯϳϱ�ϳ�~η�ZĞĞů�>ƚĚ��ĚŝƟ�ŽŶ�EŽ�ϰ���ŽǆĞĚ�ƵŶƵƐĞĚ� ...............£299
281 Golden Prince 7/8# Reel incl S/Spool  .......................................£195
616 Marquis No1 Salmon Reel incl. case ................................ £130
636 Hardy Marquis no.6 reel plus spare spools............ .......£135 
638 Hardy Golden Prince 5/6 # reel incl. case .......... .....£140 
640 Hardy JLH Ultralite 7# reel incl. case .................. ....£120
ϲϲϱ�hůƚƌĂůŝƚĞ����ϱϬϬϬ�ƌĞĞů�ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ�ďŽǆ Ğǆ ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ ... ......£110
ϲϲ��DĂƌŬƐŵĂŶ�ϰ�ϱη�ƌĞĞů�ŝŶĐů ŇǇ ůŝŶĞ................................................£125
669 Demon 7000 7/9# reel incl s/spool + line..................................£135
704 Demon 5000 5/7# reel incl s/spool/lines and case....................£130
711 Featherweight reel with line guard + DT4 line made in England
...........................................................................................................£125
712 Marquis No 7 Reel with line guard made in England ................£110
ϳϭϯ�DĂƌƋƵŝƐ�EŽ�Ϯ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�ZĞĞů ŝŶĐů Ɛ�ƟƉůŝŶĞ ŵĂĚĞ ŝŶ �ŶŐůĂŶĚ........£135

ODERN FLY REELS
206 Scierra 7/8# Reel + S/Spool ............................................... £40
630 Guideline Quadra 10/12# Reel incl. 3 space spools + heads ..£295
ϲϰϮ�&ĞŶǁŝĐŬ�EŝŐŚƚŚĂǁŬ�ϲ�ϳη�ƌĞĞů�ϯ�ϭ����ŝŶĐ��ĐĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƌŝŐ�ďŽǆ�άϭϮϬ
664 Wychwood Q-Flow 5/6# reel wide incl line........................ £25
ϲϲϲ�'ƌĞǇƐ�^ƚƌĞĂŵůŝƚĞ�ϯ�ϰη�ƌĞĞů�т�Ϯ�Ɛ�ƐƉŽŽůƐ�н�ůŝŶĞƐ ................ £135
670 Greys GX300 4/5/6# reel incl line + case............................ £30
671 Greys G-Lite 5/6# reel incl line + case ................................ £55
672 Okuma Magnitude 5/6# reel + 2 s/spools incl lines ............ £30
ϲϳϰ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'dy�EŽ�ϭ�ϱ�ϲη�ƌĞĞů�н�Ϯ�ĐĂƐƐĞƩ�ĞƐ�н�ĐĂƐĞ .................... £35
714 J.W. Youngs 4¼" wide salmon reel incl 2 s/spools .............. £35
ϳϭϱ��&Z�ϰΗ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�ZŝŵŇ�Ǉ�DĂŐŶƵŵ�ŝŶĐů�Ɛ�ƐƉŽŽů�н�ůŝŶĞ ............. £25
716 J.W. Youngs 3½" Cendex reel with line ............................... £20
717 J.W. Youngs 4" Salmon Beaudex reel with line ................... £20
718 Alcocks 3¼" Popular Trout reel incl line ............................. £17

ARDY PERFECT FLY REELS
ϰϬϳ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ��ĂƌůǇ�����D ................................................. £450
ϲϯϱ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ�DŬ�//�ĐŚĞĐŬ�н�>�' .............................. ... £295
ϭϯϮ��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ��ƵƉ�ŵĞĐŚ�ĂŶĚ ďƌĂƐƐ ĨŽŽƚ ŝŶĐů ůŝŶĞ.. £295
�Ϭϳ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯЯΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚĞĐŬ� ƌĂƌĞ.................... £425
�ϲ~��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯдΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶŝĐŬĞů�ƐŝůǀĞƌ >�' н ��& Đϭ~ϯϬ.... .. £375
~~Ϭ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯЯΗ�����D*�ĂŐĂƚĞ &�'* ��ĨŽŽƚ............................. £499
ϬϱϬ��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯдΗ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚĞĐŬ*�ŝǀŽƌŝŶĞ ŚĂŶĚůĞ* ϰ ĐƵƐƉƐ ............. £500
ϰϱϯ��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ�ůĞŌ� �ŚĂŶĚ�ǁŝŶĚ ƌĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ ůŝŶĞ ŐƵĂƌĚ ŝŶĐ ƐƉŽŽů £395
ϱϭ~ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯЯ� Z�,�t ǁŝƚŚ ĂŐĂƚĞ ŐƵŝĚĞ* ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ................ £395
ϳϭϬ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϰϭ�ϮΗ ĐŝƌĐĂ ϭ~ϱϬƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĚƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ ŵĞĐŚ ~ϱй ďůĂĐŬ
ŝƐŚ ......................................................................................... £995

ARDY ST. GEORGE, UNIQUA,
SCOUNT AND SUNBEAM FLY REELS
ϯϭϰ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ dƌŽƵƚ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ ........... £125
�ϯϮ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ dƌŽƵƚ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ ZŝďďĞĚ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ.... .... £125
ϲ~ϲ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů D<// ǁŝƚŚ ^ŝŶŐůĞ �ŚĞĐŬ DĞĐŚ ............... £195
ϳϬϭ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƵƉ D<// DĞĐŚ ~Ϭй &ŝŶŝƐŚ............. £250
ϮϲϬ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯЯΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƵƉ DĞĐŚ ĂŶĚ ,ŽƌƐĞ ^ŚŽĞ >ĂƚĐŚ .. £165
ϱϲϬhŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ĂƌůǇ �ĂůŝƉĞƌ �ŚĞĐŬ н /ǀŽƌŝŶĞ,ĂŶĚůĞ.... £395
ϯ�ϳ ^ƚ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ŐĂƚĞ >ŝŶĞ 'ƵĂƌĚ Θ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ.. £275
ϱ�ϰ ^ƚ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ >ŝŶĞ 'ƵĂƌĚ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ.................. £295
ϳϬϳ �ůĞǆ DĂƌƟŶ �dŚĞ �ĂůĞĚŽŶŝĂŶ� ϮвΗ ĚŝĂ ďǇ �ŝŶŐůĞǇ........... £199
ϳϬ� ,ĂƌĚǇ �ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ ŚĂůĨ ĞďŽŶŝƚĞ ϯвΗ ƌĞĞů �ƌŽĚ ŝŶ ŚĂŶĚ�... £495

ULTIPLIER, FIXED SPOOL AND CENTRE PIN REELS
ϲϮϳ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ �, ϱϲϬϭ ŝŶ ďŽǆ ŵĂĚĞ ŝŶ ^ǁĞĚĞŶ .......... £75
Ϯ~Ϯ ,ĂƌĚǇ �ůƚĞǆ EŽ Ϯ ĮǆĞĚ ƐƉŽŽů ƌĞĞů ..................... .. £150
ϭ�~ DŽƌƚĞǆ ŽĨ ^ŚĞĸĞůĚ ϰЬΗ ƚƌŽƫŶŐ Đ�ƉŝŶ ƌĞĞů ..... £100
300 Hardy Altex No 3 reel incl s/spool................... . £195
ϲϭϱ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϱϬϬ ,ŝŐŚ ^ƉĞĞĚ DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ. ..... £90
ϲϳϱ �s^ YƵŝĐŬ dZy ϱϰϬ ĮǆĞĚ ƐƉŽŽů ƐƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ ƌĞĞů ..................... £10
ϳϮϬ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϬϬϬ ďůĂĐŬ ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ ŽĨ ƐƉĂƌĞƐ .. £80
ϳϮϭ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϬϬϬ ƌĞĚ ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ Θ ƐƉĂƌĞƐ...... £90

LMON FLY RODS
ϲϮ~ ^ĂŐĞ KŶĞ ƐĞƌŝĞƐ ϭϱΖϭϬη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ.............................. £575
ϯϱϭ �ƌƵĐĞ Θ tĂůŬĞƌ WŽǁĞƌůŝƚĞ �ĞůƵǆĞ ϭϲ� ϭϬ�ϭϭη ϰƉĐ н ƚƵďĞ . £495
ϰϱ� �ĂŝǁĂ tŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ yd ϭϱΖϭϭη ϰ ƉŝĞĐĞ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ ................ £125
ϰϲϱ ^ŚĂƌƉĞƐ �ƋƵĂƌĞǆ ϭϲΖ ϭϭ�ϭϮη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ..... .... £165
ϰϳϬ ,ĂƌĚǇ &ŝďĂůŝƚĞ ^ĂůŵŽŶ &ůƚ ϭϮΖϲΗ ~η................ .... £95
514 Loop Adventure 15' 10# 3pc ......................... .... £85
577 Greys X-Flite 14' 9# 4pc Salmon Fly................. .... £150
592 Hardy Grey Graphite 16'11# deluxe................................. £150
927  sŝƐŝŽŶ�'dϰ�~ϭϭ�ĐĂƚĂƉƵůƚ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ĞĚŝƟŽŶ EŽϲϰ ϭϱΖϭϬ�ϭϭη..£375
609 Hardy Deluxe Graphite Salmon Fly 15'4" 10#................... £150
ϲϭϬ��̂ ĂŐĞ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�///�ϭϰΖ�~η�ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ .................................... £275
611 Hardy Deluxe Graphite Salmon Fly 15'4" 10# .................. £115
ϲϭϯ�'��>ŽŽŵŝƐ�'>y�ϭϱΖ�ϭϬ�ϭϭη ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ ................................ £375
ϲϰϮ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ��d��^ĞƌŝĞƐ�ϭϯΖ �η ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ......................... £135
ϲϰϳ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ��^��^ĞƌŝĞƐ�ϭϯΖ �η ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ ......................... £175
ϲϱϮ�tǇĐŚǁŽŽĚ�dƌƵĞŇ�Ǉ�^>��ϭϯΖ ��~η ϰ ƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ �ƵŶƵƐĞĚ�... £90

OUT/SEA TROUT & SALT WATER FLY RODS
ϯϮϰ�,ĂƌĚǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�tĂůŬĞƌ��>ŝƩ� ůĞ�>ĂŬĞ��~Ζϳη .............................. £90

��ϱϭϭ�tǇĐŚǁŽŽĚ�dƌƵĞŇ�Ǉ��ΖϲΗ�ϰ�ϱη ............................................. £65
��ϱϲϬ�^ĂŐĞ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�~Ζ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ ................................... £225
��ϲϮϰ�'�>ŽŽŵŝƐ�EZy�ϭϬΖ�η��ŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ .................... £450
A8568 Hardy Jet Sintrix ~Ζ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ ........................................£299
C8607 Hardy Richard Walker Superlite Fly 9'3" 7/8# .............................£35
��ϲϯϭ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�~Ō��ϲ��ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ�ϰƉĐ� ....................................................£95 
��ϲϯϮ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�ϭϬŌ��ϳη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ ...................................................£99 
��ϲϯϯ�,ĂƌĚǇ�&ŝďĂƚƵďĞ�ϭϭŌ��&�ϲ�ϳ�η ĐĂƌďŽŶ ŐƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ ϯƉĐ ......................£70 
��ϲϯϰ�,ĂƌĚǇ�&ŝďĂƚƵďĞ�~Ō��ϯ��ϰ�ϱ�η .................................... ......£65 
��ϲϯϱ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'Zy�~Ō��ϲ��ϳ���η�ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ .................... ...£65
��ϲϰϯ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�~ΖϲΗ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ �ƵŶƵƐĞĚ�............ ..£110
��ϲϰϰ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�~Ζ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ................................... ......£99
��ϲϰϱ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'ZϱϬ�~ΖϲΗ�ϲη�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ.......................................................£99
��ϲϰϲ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŇ�Ğǆ�ϭϭΖ�ϯη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ................................£110
��ϲϰ��,ĂƌĚǇ��ĞŵŽŶ��ΖϰΗ�ϯƉĐ�ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ................................................£150
��ϲϰ~�,ĂƌĚǇ�^ǁŝŌ��D<�//�~ΖϲΗ�ϲη�ϯƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ......................................£199
��ϲϱϬ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'ZϯϬ�~ΖϲΗ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ.................................................£80
C8651 Wychwood True Fly (SLA) 9'6" 7# 4pc..........................................£50
��ϲϱϯ�,ĂƌĚǇ�DĂƌŬƐŵĂŶ�~Ζ�ϱη�ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ .........................................£225
��ϲϱϰ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'Zyŝ�~Ζ���~η�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ..................................................£75
��ϲϱϱ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'ZϱϬ�~ΖϲΗ�ϳη�ϰ�ƉĐ�ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ �ƵŶƵƐĞĚ�..............................£110
C8656 Greys GRX 9' 5/6# ........................................................................£50
C8657 Ron Thompson Steelhead Pro 9' 5/6#.........................................£15
C8723 Hardy Jet 8'6" 3/4# Glass Trout Rod ............................................£65

SPINNING & BAIT RODS
A8659 Daiwa Vulcan-X 10' spinning rods................. ....... £45

CANE RODS
��ϱϳϰ�,ĂƌĚǇ�WĞƌĨĞĐƟ�ŽŶ�~Ζ�ϱ�ϲη WĂůĂŬŽŶĂ &ůǇ ZŽĚƐ..................... £350
C8576 Hardy Gold Medal 12' 3pc Salmon Fly ............................. £250
��ϳϮϮ�,ĂƌĚǇ�WĂůĂŬŽŶĂ�WĞƌĨĞĐƟŽŶ ~ΖϲΗ ǁŝƚŚ ŝŶƚĞƌŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ ǁŚŝƉƉŝŶŐƐ
.................................................................................................. £185
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HAND BUILT RODS
MADE IN ENGLAND

SMALL SELECTION OF RODS
FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

FLY LINES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�Į�ŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ĐŚĞĂƉĞƌ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚĞůů�ƵƐ��

ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƚĐ � ƌ� ƚ�ŝƚ

O\ /LQHV

 1/2 PRICE SALE
  IGNATURE ROD RANGE

HM 13'9" 10# 4pc RRP £615.00  SALE £299.00
HM SWITCH 10' 7# 4pc  RRP £495.00  SALE £265.00
ZPEY SHOOTING HEAD SALE
Floaters to sink 4/5/6 27g to 41g RRP from £69 OUR PRICE £48

NEW LOOP NANO CROSS S1 RODS
AT VERY BEST UK PRICES
OPTI POWER SPEY 13' 9/10# 5pc RRP £579 SALE £434
�sKd�� ϭϬΖ �η ŵĞĚ�ĨĂƐƚ ĂĐƟŽŶ RRP £329 SALE £250

LOOP XACT2 SCANDI STYLE ROD SALE
14' 9# 4PC RRP £319.00 NOW £220.00

LOOP CLASSIC REEL RANGE NOW IN STOCK
RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE

SALE

NEW 2015
G3 GUIDE
GORTEX
WADER

RRP FROM
£549.99

G4 BOA
WADING BOOTS
RRP FROM £249

RIVERTEK 2 BOA
FELT OR VIBRAM
RRP FROM £189

G3 GUIDE FEL
OR VIBRAM

RRP FROM £199

NEW HEADWATERS
& DRY CREEK

PACKS & BAGS

NEW 2015
GORTEX G4Z

WADER
WITH ZIP

RRP FROM
£799.00

NEW 2015
G4 PRO

GORTEX
WADER

RRP FROM
£699.00

RING FOR DETAILS & BEST UK PRICES

NEW 2015
MK11 FREESTONE 
PACKAGE WADER

incl, MK11 
Freestone boots 

with felt sole
£349. With stream

thread £369.

NEW G4 PRO, 
G3, BULKLEY, 
RIFFLE HEAD-

WATERS
WADING
JKTS
RRP
FROM
£249

ORIGINAL VIKING P.V.C. WADERS

E�ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
STUDDED CHEST WADERS
RRP £85.00
OUR PRICE £69.99

E�ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
THIGH WADERS
RRP £37.99
OUR PRICE £27.99

NEW HEAVY DUTY 
ILLIE’S THIGH
RSION STUDDED 

EAVY DUTY SOLE.
��^�ϳ'ϭϭ
P £69.99

UR PRICE £45.50

E�ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
WAIST WADERS
RRP £53.99
OUR PRICE £37.99

NEW HEAVY DUTY
GHILLIE’S WAIST VERSION.
RRP £74.50
OUR PRICE £55.50

DELUXE 5mm GHILLIE
DELUXE NEOPRENE 
CHEST WADERS
STOCKING FOOT
MODEL £129.99
OUR PRICE £89.99
HEAVY DUTY BOOT 
FOOT MODEL £149.99 
OUR PRICE £99.99

ƌĞ ŝƵ ƐŚŝŶŐ ŐĞĂƌ ƋƵĂůŝ Ǉ ƐŝŶĐĞ

THE VERY BEST PVC WADERS AVAILABLE

NRX NANO & NEW PRO 4X 
ZŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ďĞƐƚ�h<�ĚŝƐĐŽƵŶƚ�ƉƌŝĐĞ

TECH 
RODS

W RIO
GALLEGOS
WADERS
Without zip
RRP £399
SALE £299
With zip
RRP £499
SALE £374
Med-XL

RIVER SALT
WADING
JACKET X
Ash tan L-XL
RRP £299.99

SALE
£225.00

SKEENAX
RIVER
WADERS
RRP £330
SALE
£247

LTRALIGHT
ADING BOOTS
ICKY SOLE T
P £135.00

ALE £100
LT SOLE
P £130.00
LE £97.50

AZUL

RP
230

ALE
172

arge
nly

NEW
2015

RIVER SALT 3in1
CKET&WAISTCOAT
P 3

RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE

ACROSS, EXPLOSIVE, SL & XI MODELS
NEW STYLE SCANDINAVIAN STYLE RODS

ING 

OW
FROM

NORWAY

HARDY
NANO SINTRIX

NEW HARDY DUCHESS FLY REELS
2вΗ* ϯΗ* ϯЬΗ Θ ϰΗ

NOW IN STOCK "MADE IN ENGLAND" from RRP £249.00

RING FOR OUR BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICE!

WE WILL ENDEAVOUR TO GIVE YOU THE VERY
BEST HARDY SERVICE AND PRICE GUARANTEED

- RING FOR THE BEST UK HARDY PRICE MOST
PRICES WE WILL BEAT, OTHERS WE WILL MEET

LAMSON REELS
RRP FROM

ARX REELS.....................£420
SPEEDSTER....................£249
SPEEDSTER HD .............£349
ULA FORCE SL ...............£420
LITESPEED .....................£299

RRP FROM
GURU HD.......................£219
REMIX............................£149
REMIX HD......................£179
LIQUID.............................£99
VELOCITY.......................£229

NOW RING FOR THE BEST UK LAMSON PRICE

BIG DISCOUNT PRICES
RRP SALE

MARKSMAN CARRYALL £80.00 £40.00
SMUGGLER CARRYALL £70.00 £35.00

HARDY BAGS

SPECIALIST RODS AT VERY
SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES

   RRP OUR PRICE

Norway MKII Speycaster  12' 7/9#  3pc £512 £384.00
Norway MKII Speycaster  14' 9/10#  3pc £537 £402.75
Norway 4x4 Speycaster  15' 9/10#  4pc £629 £471.75
Powerlite Series Speycaster 14' 9/10#  3pc £753 £564.75
Walker Series Speycaster  14'6" 9/10# 3pc £774 £580.50
^ŚŽŽƟ�ŶŐ�,ĞĂĚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů�� ϭϰΖ�ϯϳŐƌŵ�� ϰƉĐ� άϲϰϳ £485.25
Switch Series Special  11' 8#  3pc £668 £501.00
Double Speycaster 2/tops  14' 9&10#  3pc £1107£830.00
DƵůƟ��^ƉŝŶ�^ƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ZŽĚ� ϭϬΖ�ϭϬ$ϯϬŐŵ�ϮƉĐ� άϰϬ( £306.00
Powerlite Trout  9' 6#  3pc £449 £336.75
Salmon & Sea Trout Special 10'6" 8# 3pc £537 £402.75
Powerlite Trout Travel  10' 7/8#  4pc £724 £543.00

SALE

PATAGONIA
SALE ITEMS

Torrentshell w/proof jkt
RRP £99.99 SALE £74.99

�ĞƩĞƌ ^ǁĞĂƚĞƌ ĨƵůů ǌŝƉ< 'ƌĞĞŶ<
M-XL RRP £90.00 SALE £67.50
�ĞƩ�Ğƌ�^ǁĞĂƚĞƌ�tĂŝƐƚĐŽĂƚ<�'ƌĞǇ�
or green. M-XL
 RRP £70.00 SALE £52.50
R1 Full Zip Jacket. Green. M-XL
 RRP £100.00 SALE £75.00
WƌŝŵĂůŽŌ��sĞƐƚ<��ůƵĞ<�D$>
 RRP £110.00 SALE £55.00

SALE
FREESTONE

MK1
4 LAYER
CHEST

WADERS
Med & XXL only

RRP £299

SALE £199

NEW WRAITH, ZEPHRUS, JET, ZENITH
& SHADOW RODS. PLUS NEW

ULTRALITE CADD & MA FLY REELS

S
A
L
E

B9977 Hardy Perfect 4¼" wide salmon reel with duplicated Mark II 
ĐŚĞĐŬ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶŝĐŬĞů�ƐŝůǀĞƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌĂƐƐ�
ĨŽŽƚ*�ĐŝƌĐĂ�ϭ~ϯϬ�Ɛ��/ŶĐů�ƐŝůŬůŝŶĞ� �ŵĂŐŶŝĮ�ĐĞŶƚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ............. £1995

SEE ACTUAL REEL PAGE 45 JULY 2015 TROUT & SALMON MAG

^ŚĂƌƉĞƐ ŽĨ �ďĞƌĚĞĞŶ
GORDON II

RODS AT

MASSIVE

DISCOUNT PRICE

RING NOW

ORIGINAL GYE NETS
18" £70.99 NOW £56.99

20" £72.99 NOW £58.99

24" £74.99 NOW £59.99

27" £76.99 NOW £61.99

30" £79.99 NOW £63.99

�ůů�ŝŶĐů��ůĞĂƚŚĞƌ�ƐůŝŶŐ

TELE TROUT NETS
17" £49.50 NOW £38.99

20" £54.50 NOW £42.99

�Žǁ��ZŽƵŶĚ�Žƌ�dƌŝĂŶŐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŵĞƐ

WADING STAFFS
Seaforth £46.00  NOW £38.00

Spey £50.60  NOW £40.00

�ůů�ŝŶĐů��&Z���ůĂŶǇĂƌĚ

NEW PLUS 3 10' 3" 6# ............................................ RRP £249.50 OUR PRICE £199.99
NEW PLUS 3 14' 3" 10# 6PC ................................... RRP £385.00 OUR PRICE £308.00

GREYS XF2 SALE   RRP SALE
XF2 Fly Rod 9' 6# £209.99 £125.99
XF2 Fly Rod 9'6" 7# £219.99 £131.99
XF2 Fly Rod 10' 8# £229.99 £137.99
XF2 Fly Rod 11' 7# £239.99 £143.99
y&Ϯ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŇ�Ğǆ� ϳΖϲΗ� ϰη� άϮϬϰ<((� £122.99
y&Ϯ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŇ�Ğǆ� (Ζ� ϲη� άϮϬ(<((� £125.99
XF2 S Series Salmon 12' 9# £349.99 £209.99
XF2 S Series Salmon 13' 8# £359.99 £215.99
XF2 S Series Salmon 15' 10# £399.99 £239.99
XF2 T Series Salmon 15' 10# £399.99 £199.99

Reels

VISION
SUB ZERO

NEOPRENE
CHEST

WADERS
RRP £149.99

NOW 
£119.99

REDDINGTON
SONIC PRO 4 LAYER 
BREATHABLE CHEST 

WADERS
(with ultra sonic welded seams)

RRP £249.99

SALE £199.99

OR VIBRAM
STUDDED
1 .    £99
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Like many other North-west
catchments, we are fortunate in
having a very active Rivers Trust
which is embracing many of the
responsibilities now having to
be abdicated by the over-
stretched EA fisheries 
division. Although a little less
prominent in recent months,
The Trust is still improving some
of the lesser-known 
tributaries. There are buffer
stripping operations on the
Rivers Cocker and Conder as
well as barrier removal on
Kettles Beck near Eldroth.

The Middleton Hatchery
Group should be starting their
trapping operations at the
beginning of November and
although the team already have
a very capable band of
volunteers they are always
willing to welcome new blood.
Anyone wishing to help with
trapping and stripping 
operations should contact Vic
Price or David Lister via myself
on 07825 757 581. A few other
volunteers, myself included, will
be redd-counting in the upper
catchment most weekends
between the end of the salmon
season and the New Year and
anyone wishing to join us on one
of our “walks” is more than
welcome – but be warned – we
can be out most of the day and
cover many, many miles!

the new fish-pass it is quite 
possible that most salmon and 
sea-trout would still be held up 
below Forge Weir and, without 
a doubt, this shows the benefit 
of having the major fish-
passage point on such 
structures as far away from 
these schemes as possible. 

There have now been 
significant developments on the 
proposed hydro scheme at 
Broadraine Weir.  The EA sold 
the trap and its facilities to 
South Lakeland district council 
in the summer and they in turn 
immediately, but without any 
external consultation, sold it on 
to KSET (the hydro 
developers). As such, what 
should morally be an angler- 
owned facility now belongs to a 
hydro development company 
that has never contributed to or 
been involved in its upkeep, 
operation or maintenance! Not 
only that, the hydro company 
has now been granted the 
necessary abstraction and 
impoundment licences without 
any notice at all of the valid 
concerns of anglers and river 
management bodies. Is it any 
wonder there remains 
considerable opposition in the 
region to the EA and 
considerable scepticism about 
their willingness to maintain, 
develop and improve fisheries?

Ribble, into the Hodder and
even a few into the Calder and
its becks. It’s a bit “swings and
roundabouts” during wet
summers when catches on the
upper river increase, while low
water favours the bottom and
lower middle beats. A river
carrying a deep peat-stain gives
little confidence in fish coming
on the take and news of fish
being landed, or even seen,
above the Calder confluence
was difficult to come by so it
was nice to hear from Steve
Garrett, a member of
Ribblesdale AA, who landed a
fairly fresh hen of about 8 lb on
a Green Highlander variant on
the club’s top beat on upper
Ribble. The number of fish
counted through the Waddow
counter in August was 454
counted up and 15 down.
Breaking these numbers down,
we had 265 fish under 4 lb and
174 over 4 lb. This is not a lot of
salmon when you consider how
many holding pools there are
between Waddow and
Ribblehead.

On a more positive note, by
early September the runs of
sea-trout into the Hodder were
very encouraging. One angler
reported pods of sea-trout
moving past him one evening all
the time as he was fishing the
Farmhouse pool on Ribblesdale
AA, a nice beat above Higher
Hodder. He landed five and
hooked an impressive 14 others.
They were absolutely fresh
from the tide.

So far as salmon catches go,
it’s once again very quiet on the
Hodder and the only fish I’ve
heard about so far was a nice
one of 13 lb returned by Dave
Wells near Chaigely. I’m sure
the salmon catches will
increase as we move through
the remaining weeks
of the season.

As we progressed through
September the Ribble had once
again fallen to just six inches
and the report from the bottom
pools, up from the tide, was that
fish in numbers were just not
there. At this time in past
seasons, and in similar

conditions, these pools would 
have been full of fish waiting to 
run both rivers. Although it was 
pretty grim news, we had the 
odd positive report: Tony 
Haworth, fishing as a guest at 
Calder foot, landed one of 12 lb 
and lost another. This was his 
first attempt at salmon fishing 
after only ever fishing for carp 
once about ten years ago. Some 
anglers have put in hours on the 
river for nothing – not even a 
smell of a fish – but that’s 
salmon fishing for you. So far as 
sea-trouting goes these once 
lovely silver fish were fast 
becoming coloured and the 
catches reduced after some 
anglers had decided to end their 
fishing early to help protect the 
sea-trout. One of the best fish I 
have had reported was a nice 
fish of 6 lb 8 oz landed late one 
evening by Paul Needham at 
Calder foot. This was his 
personal best sea-trout and was 
followed shortly after by 
another of about 3 lb and a 
smaller herling.

The Falkus evening in early 
September raised £1,239, which 
is disappointingly down on 
some of the past years’ efforts 
to raise money. After 
subtracting the expenses the 
three associations which the 
evening supported received just 
£174 apiece. This is not very 
much when you consider the 
important work they do for our 
fish and rivers. I would think it is 
not enough even to pay the 
wages for one day’s work for 
the staff from the Atlantic 
Salmon Trust to monitor the 
discards from the herring and 
mackerel fishing on one of the 
pelagic trawlers, where it’s 
thought some of our migrating 
smolts are killed in the nets of 
these trawlers. Closer to home 
on our own rivers the £174 will 
be enough to purchase a few 
tree saplings to provide shade 
and shelter on one of our 
spawning becks. Our thanks go 
to Chris Heap for the effort he 
put in to make this an enjoyable 
evening and also thanks to 
those angling clubs and others 
who provided prizes for the 
raffle, which itself raised £405.

As we entered the last week 
of September, and the weather 
still remaining fairly dry apart 
from the odd light shower, both 
rivers had dropped to just over 
summer level. On my many 
afternoon walks the river was 
very quiet with the only surface 
disturbance from rafts of 
mallard and the odd cormorant. 
– FRED HIGHAM.

By the time this report is 
published, the majority of 
salmon and sea -trout should be 
in the river and unlike many 
rivers in the region there should 
still be time to go out and wet a 
line for a last-minute 
salmon. There should be more 
than a reasonable chance of 
success as the last two weeks 
of October can often be the 
most productive for salmon on 
the main river, especially when 
autumn has been as quiet as it 
has been this year.  Visitors’ 
tickets are still available for the 
prolific Luneside beat from S. J. 
Fawcett’s of Lancaster; the LRT 
beats and the LDAA Caton beat 
from Bankhouse Fly Fishery; the 
middle and upper river from the 
Post Office at Orton or from 
Graham Caves, Sec, Tebay 
Anglers.  – ANDY HURST.  

RIBBLE  
AND HODDER

AUGUST WAS a mixed month 
weatherwise, my rain gauge 
registering 97 mm for the whole 
of the month from mostly light 
showers. As we moved into 
September things hardly 
improved with one small freshet 
on Sept 3 that peaked at 15 
inches. This was just about 
enough to encourage a few 
coloured fish from further 
downstream to run up through 
Waddow, but certainly not high 
enough to bring any from the 
very bottom of the river.

Even on this small peaty lift 
most anglers failed to turn out 
and Paul Dewhurst found he had 
the river to himself when he 
landed and returned two fish of 
10 lb and 14 lb, and Emilio Mutti 
the previous day also landed 
two and lost two more. If there 
are fish about, these two lads 
can certainly find them and by 
fishing long and hard it  
certainly pays off. 

The next small lift on Sept 13 
again peaked at only 15 inches 
and again it was from rain 
above Settle. As this second lift 
began to drop off, fish were 
seen running hard through the 
lower beats on the Ribble and 
then slowing down in the Calder 
and Hodder foot areas, where 
some members of Mid Ribble 
AA managed a few to fly, 
spinner and float-fished shrimp. 
Low water and only small rises, 
as we have had for most of the 
summer, have once again 
favoured this part of the river 
and a good head of fish were 
waiting, like us, for a big flood to 
move them further up the 

Good runs of 
Hodder  
sea-trout in 
September

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Blackwood, River Nith 
Two miles of double-bank fishing with 12 named pools and 
good access. Wading is mostly easy over a gravel bottom 
and there is very little need to wade some pools. The beat 
has some classic holding pools such as the Forest Head 
pool, a fast stretch of water that breaks into a classic deep 
holding pool that fishes best in the back end when fish in 
lower pools are stacking up. 
There are plenty of parking places with good access to the 
river. The beat has a bothy and WC. Blackwood is just six 
miles from Dumfries on the A76. A gillie can be arranged.

Day-tickets for salmon cost £50 plus vat.
Contact: Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Nith/Blackwood
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AT THIS time of year, brown
trout start to make a significant
impact on anglers’ returns. A
fine specimen of 5 lb 12 oz was
caught by Stephen Brown and
one of 4 lb 8 oz by John Levey.
Several more between 3 lb and
4 lb have been caught, too. The
best fish of recent days was
caught by Tyne and Wear angler
Gary Hays, who took a fine
specimen rainbow of 6 lb 6 oz on
a dry-fly while boat-fishing in
the south arm. Season-ticket
holder Ron Oldroyd caught two
brown trout estimated to be
both over 6 lb, while boat-
fishing on the north arm. Both
fish were returned. Among the
big fish were boat-partner
regulars David Littler from
London and Russell Armstrong
from Manchester. They boat-
fished around weedbeds and
had six rainbows, with two fish
over 4 lb. They found the best
tactics to be a floating line and
a floating fry. 

Both the north and south
arms have fished well for boat
anglers and the arms are
producing the better-sized fish.
There is plenty of food available,
with fish feeding on 
sticklebacks, fry, corixa,
daphnia and snails.

The main basin has produced
some good-quality stock-fish.
Boat anglers drifting across and
around the aerators have
caught significant numbers of
silvered-up fish. The fish take
most patterns, from dry-flies to
large Minkies, fished on most
lines from floaters to heavy
sinkers. There are a number of
these “boils” and if you are
struggling to catch a fish, a drift
across the basin should result in
a fish or two. Other areas
producing fish have been in the
open water in front of the
sailing club, drifting on to the
fishing lodge and the church.
Yellowstone has also held
plenty of fish.

The bank-fishing has been
challenging, although recent
reports seem to indicate that
the situation is improving. Bank
angler Adi Naylor fished the
Green Bank down the south arm
and netted a fine 5 lb 8 oz
rainbow that was moving in only
two feet of water. Bank anglers
have also caught fish off
Normanton Bank, Yellowstone
and Tim Appleton’s on dry-flies,
nymphs and fry patterns.
George Thrall netted a fine
quality 4 lb 3 oz rainbow on a
dry-fly off the Normanton shore.

PROSPECTS 
I feel that the fishing is
going to be very good, from
both bank and boat, this
autumn. The bank-fishing is
improving now and anglers
will be out in force in
November and December. If
the fish turn on to the fry,
Minkies will work well
from the bank. – 
PETER HARTLEY.

SEIONT, 
GWYRFAI 
AND LLYFNI

THE LLYFNI has continued to
fish well, Carwyn Owen,
Talysarn, sending me a photo of
his excellent 12 lb salmon which
came to a size 12 Silver Stoat
from Llyn Lan Mðr. Sea-trout
fishing is slowing down and in
reality will be at an end on the
river towards the end of
September, although some
exciting sport can be had on
Nantlle up to Oct 17. It’s very
encouraging to report 
that anglers are not only
becoming aware of the fishing
opportunities that come with
our mill accommodation at
Melin y Cim, Pontllyfni, but in
fact are catching quite 
a few fish as well.

The last stocking took place
at Dywarchen in late August,
and September has produced
very good fishing, especially
with large fish from early
months’ stocking coming on the
take. Plans for next season will
include the stocking of large
rainbows, which are to be
reared at our hatchery,
Hopefully these will be in the
3 lb-5 lb class.

Cwellyn has also been in
good form. More enquiries are
coming to hand in relation to the
charr fishing and the fact that
they can actually be quite easy
to catch. From next year there
should be salmon and sea-trout,
too, as Dwr Cymru/Welsh
Water are in the process of
installing a new fish-pass into
the Cwellyn dam. In fact there
has been a semblance of a fish-
pass there for some 30 years
but it has been highly 
ineffective. So at last after
decades of pushing are we
there at last?

Once Cwellyn and its
tributaries are re-opened
properly to migratory fish, and
this includes Llyn y Gadair, our
society will be one of the very
few clubs in Wales able to offer
boat-fishing for migratory fish
on three lakes. By saying

“three” I include Padarn, which 
at the moment is in the 
doldrums, but things can only 
get better – I hope!

Unfortunately both the 
Seiont and Padarn have again 
this season not produced at all. 
Only some 36 sea-trout and one 
salmon have been reported, 
despite some hard fishing. Wyn 
Parry, Caernarfon, has been 
persistent and managed some 
ten sewin to 4 lb, but this has 
been after consistent fishing 
since early May. 

On Sept 2 I attended a 
Cardiff workshop arranged by 
NRW on their decision to cease 
artificial stocking. While it’s 
difficult to argue against the 

reasoning behind it all, my
opinion is that too little
attention has been given to river 
catchments, which can never 
hope to attain their full 
productivity due to lost 
spawning and rearing areas. It’s 
this problem that does not seem 
to feature in their deliberations.  
I suggest you have a look on You 
Tube  – Documentary on the 
Threatened World of Salmon. 
The conclusion here is clear, and 
work is being done in North 
America to demolish all 
construction that obstructs the 
migration of salmonoids. That’s 
the only way to get habitat 
mitigation working. – 
HUW. P. HUGHES.

SOUTH-WEST 
WALES

DROUGHT CONDITIONS finally 
came to an end with 
widespread torrential rain on 
August 23, which brought all our 
rivers into spate. Anglers were
given renewed hope that the
fresh water would encourage
fresh fish to move upstream
from the tidal beats. As we
write (late September), all rivers
are benefiting from sporadic
periods of wet weather that are
keeping them topped up.  We
are now at the conclusion of the
sewin season, and anglers are
beginning to turn their attention
to back-end salmon.

It is obvious from our data

collection that there is little
substitute for good water
quality. All summer the problem
locally has been low oxygen,
and this month Dai Williams
reported that the Teifi catch
returns have suffered due to
work being undertaken in its
headwaters at Tregaron bog,
causing the water to hold a
constant peat-stain, which has
deterred fish from 
taking. However, when natural
rises from rainwater happened,
fish were caught in numbers.

The Teifi continues to
experience a good run of sewin
of all sizes, and is now 
beginning to produce salmon.
Dai Williams had salmon of
15 lb on fly and 9 lb on Rapala.
Islwyn Jones also did well with
a brace of salmon of 9 lb and
10 lb.  Ex-chairman of the
association, Ian Thomas, and
Chris Thomas have also fared
very well with numerous
salmon recently.

The Rheidol and Ystwyth
have been lightly fished of late,
but those who have ventured
out have fared well. Bleddyn
Adams hooked no fewer that
five estimated double-figure
sewin in the last week of
August, all on fly, and it is
refreshing to know that three of
these fish were returned, and
the others lost in battle. Penri
Edwards had a great 
afternoon’s fishing on the lower
beats of the Ystwyth, landing a
fresh 4 lb grilse and four sewin.
Penri also lost an estimated
ten-pounder after a short
battle in fast water.  

As we write, good numbers
of fish continue to run both
rivers, and many pools on the
lower beats are holding 40 or 50
fish of varying sizes, which is
encouraging news. The Rheidol,
which is controlled by a hydro
scheme, has been at 
compensation level for the past
three weeks due to work being

undertaken on the turbines at 
Cwm Rheidol dam. This is due to 
be finished by mid September, 
in time for the eagerly 
anticipated salmon run.

Steve Esmonds tells us that 
Pembrokeshire AA members 
have had a successful period 
during the high water, with 
numerous salmon and sewin 
landed. Steve Brown had a 
great month with more than 30 
sewin and a salmon for his 
efforts, mostly below St 
Catherine’s. Andrew Jenkins, 
Brian Price and Adrian Batty 
also landed salmon.

Steve also reported that 
fishing on the club’s stretch of 
the Eastern Cleddau has 
vastly improved this year, with 
more fish caught in the first 
week of August than during the 
whole of the 2014 season.

Shane Jones of Aeron AA 
tells us that the Aeron is having 
a rather lean time of late, in the 
main due to unsustained high 
water levels. The Aeron is 
without doubt one of the fastest 
rising and falling rivers in our 
region, and requires frequent 
rain to maintain levels and 
tempt fish to run. High water 
will be critical as we head into 
the last month of the season in 
order to tempt a few salmon to 
take the plunge. – 
NATHAN PURSALL 
and MARK SEDGWICK.

TILL

SINCE MY last report the Till 
had very little water in early 
September but received lifts 
from Sept 13 that kept the river 
up a little until the 18th. While 
levels peaked at just over 1 ft at 
Heaton Mill, the gauge at 
Redscar peaked at 3 ft, giving a 
good water for salmon, grilse 
and late sea-trout to run. Some 
salmon entered and grilse were 
present in many of the pools.

Sea-trout fishing went quiet 

Llyfni 
continues 
to fish well
 for salmon
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but Steven C nd one
of 3 lb on Lowe ndal to fly.
Steve Di Ponio fished the Falls
pool on Lower Tindal, landing a
a 6 lb salmon on spinner.

On Sept 4 Paul Blick had a
sea-trout in very low water from
Tiptoe’s Tiptoe Throat pool. On
Sept 24 Mike Blee had a 3 lb
sea-trout in the Pulpit pool on a
size 16 wee double. Jack Ainslie
had a 5 lb salmon in the
Pump House pool.

Out on Redscar,
Colin Allinson returned salmon
of 10 lb and 7 lb on spinner and
worm. Steve Di Ponio was back
again on Lower Tindal, catching
a 6 lb salmon and a 4 lb sea-
trout on spinner from the Falls
pool. Nigel Hauxley and
Ian Orford fished Redscar,
landing a 7 lb salmon and a 3 lb
sea-trout. On Sept 15 and 16
Owen Mowbray had salmon of
10 lb and 7 lb on orange Shrimp
flies at Redscar.

Out on the Flodden beat,
Gerard Rogers caught a fresh
8 lb 8 oz salmon on fly.

Grilse were sneaking into the
river before the major rise of
water in September but were 
well spread in the many Till 
pools. – DAVID CARRICK.

TYNE

CATCHES HAVE been patchy 
considering the reported 
number of 25,718 fish passing 
through the Riding Mill counter 
up to Sept 17. Many anglers 
have said there were far more 
sea-trout around than salmon.

Pods of grilse have been 
moving upstream in the often 
low water and of course when 

Kielder releases are in the river.
These releases have been of
just over 9 cubic metres per
second, raising the main river by
about eight inches or so. A good
flood is awaited eagerly by
Tyne’s anglers.

Up to Sept 22 catches from
the main river beats were:
Bywell 157 salmon and 34 sea-
trout; Eltringham five salmon
and four sea-trout; Styford 84
salmon and nine sea-trout;
Dilston 39 salmon and grilse
and 31 sea-trout; Tyne Waters
Meet 41 salmon; Warden 54
salmon and 87 sea-trout.

On the North Tyne, Chesters
accounted for 49 salmon and 22
sea-trout while Chollerton had
21 salmon and 22 sea-trout.
Haughton Castle rods caught
16 salmon and 31 sea-trout
while Chipchase had 40
salmon and 62 sea-trout.
Chipchase Riverhill totalled
eight salmon and 13 sea-trout.

Henry McVeigh, who has
fished the Tyne since boyhood,
caught a cracking 20 lb salmon
on the Northumbrian Anglers’
Federation waters at Ovingham.
The salmon took his home-tied
Tyne Toucan variant fished in
the Ovingham Willow pool and
is the biggest so far this season
from the Federation beats. It
puts Henry in pole position for
the Northumbrian Anglers’
Federation Centenary Salmon
Cup. Another Federation angler
to catch an excellent Tyne
salmon was Ron Hutton, who
landed a lovely 16 lb silver
beauty, also on fly.

Catches reported from the
river’s prime beats are similar to
last year’s. It is amazing that

with runs of fish such as those
in July, when 10,000 were
reported through the Riding Mill
fish-pass, the fishing has not
been better. Hopefully the
remaining weeks of the
season will put that right.

North Eastern Railways
Angling Club’s good season

ntinues with some fine fish
eir Tyne waters.

scoe caught salmon of
6 lb. Stuart Holmes

two fish of 12 lb and
f the South Tyne at

elkridge. Stephen Hutchinson
landed salmon of 25 lb, 17 lb and
13 lb and returned sea-trout of
5 lb and 8 lb on small flies and
Mepps off the South Tyne.

On Tyneside Anglers’
Syndicate, catches included Len
Metcalfe with a salmon of 8 lb
and a sea-trout of 2 lb 8 oz, both
on fly. Ben Jones landed sea-
trout of 5 lb and 3 lb on fly.
John Williams caught an 8 lb
salmon on spinner.

October is normally a
productive month for Tyne rods,
with most of the system
producing fish. Given water
there could be a bumper
end to the season.

Work is progressing slowly
on the new fish-pass at Hexham
Bridge. Hopefully this will
alleviate the massive problem
of fish-passage during low
flows, when fish have been held
up and become very stressed.

I would like to thank anglers
who have contacted me with
their catches on the Tyne and
the invitation to report catches
continues into 2016. Would any
beats, parties or individuals
who would like a mention
please contact me on 0191
4133789 or e-mail
davecarrickryton@hotmail.com
– DAVID CARRICK.

TYWI

AFTER RAIN in late August
anglers took advantage of the
rise in water. Carmarthen
District Anglers managed 
some good catches: five salmon 
were caught in one morning, the 
best an 11-pounder at 
Whitemill. John Davies returned 
a coloured hen fish around 10 lb 
and had a 17-pounder on the 
bank holiday Monday. Club 
bailiff John Jones took 
advantage of the rising water 
and had numerous fish. Two 
fresh grilse have been caught at 
the Steels. Whitemill has fished 
well and many anglers have 
returned fresh sewin, which 
were running in numbers. 

On Carmarthen Amateur
water, John Hartley bagged an
11 lb salmon on the Weir first
cast and at Cystanog fish of
17 lb and 13 lb were caught by
Stephen Davies.

Abergwili Angling club
members have been landing
fresh sewin, and as per club
policy they have been returned.
Club bailiff Tony Evans fought a
salmon of around 15 lb on the
Gwili but it took advantage of
the brambles and overhanging
branches. At Tycastell Steven
Jones returned numerous sewin
and landed a 5 lb grilse. The
Gwaun Cae Gurwen club
water at Whitemill has fished
very well. Among those with
fish were Meurig Morris,
13 lb; Luke Emmanuel, 4 lb;
Lynn Martinson, 6 lb; Nigel
Skinner, 8 lb, 6 lb and 14 lb; and
Barry Hale, 10 lb and 4 lb. A lot
of shoal sewin have been
caught and returned. E. Thomas
caught sewin on the club’s
Manyrafon Stretch.

On the Cross Hands water
at Halfway Kevin Bolton caught
a 17 lb sea-trout on fly, and Mike
Morgan had a nice salmon.

On Abercothi Tony Davies
caught salmon of 10 lb and 5 lb
on fly in Lower Bridge pool.
Richard Bradley had salmon of
14 lb and 6 lb, both in the
Junction. Andy Young had
salmon of 8 lb and 6 lb on the
Llwchgwyn beat. Caroline Pratt
had a nice 14 lb salmon in
Junction pool on fly. Sewin are
still being caught during the day

and a total of 760 have been
caught so far this season,
making it the best year
for a long time. 

September at Golden
Grove started off wet and with
the river high. This limited night-
fishing, but good numbers of
fish were caught on the daytime
fly. Rene Alleyne led the way
with good sewin, his best fish
being 11 lb and 9 lb from the
Home pool, Rofawr. Paul
Hughes had a brilliant day at
Cilsane, catching  fish of 12 lb,
11 lb, 6 lb and 4 lb, and James
Forsyth had three more fish to
10 lb on his last visit for this

year. More than 700 sewin have 
already been caught this season 
(88 per cent returned) and 
30 fish over 10 lb

On Llandeilo waters a 9 lb 
salmon was caught by Robert 
Hall, and a 10 lb sea- trout was 
caught on fly and released by 
Hywel Evans. Kevin Davies 
released two sewin around 
the 5 lb mark, which took 
a fly at dusk. 

At Llangadog, sea-trout 
have been caught by A. Davies 
and Terence Davies. 

At Llandovery Vince Rees 
caught a salmon on fly, and 
visiting angler Virgis Ruksnaitis 
caught two sewin of about 11 lb 
and 8 lb. There were also quite a 
few sewin up to 8 lb caught on 
spinner in late August.

Sewin have been caught on 
the Clwb Godre Mynydd Du 
waters on the Cothi and 
Amman.

Over on the Loughour 
Craig Williams released a sewin 
of around 5 lb from the 
Ammanford club water, and 
there are also some sewin i
n the Amman.

With weeks left to go, keen 
anglers are pursuing the salmon 
and a good end to the season 
would be nice to see. – 
ALEX YOUNG, JAMIE 
HARRIES and ALED DAVIES.

USK

WITH A fair amount of rain in 
late August and September, 
several small spates 
encouraged salmon to move 
upriver. Some 60 salmon were 
reported at Sweet’s Tackle 
Shop, including two 
20-pounders. Many of the fish 
have been coloured, and most 
have been put back. Trout 
fishing has been steady with 
dark olives hatching, and the 
occasional sea-trout 
has been caught.

At Pantygoytre  Ron 
McAdam hooked a 24 lb salmon 
on a Cascade. At Clytha Ueli 
Zellweger also caught a 24 lb 
fish on fly. Florian Zellweger had 
a 9 lb salmon on fly. At 
Monkswood Paul Godwin 
landed salmon of 8 lb and 10 lb. 
At Llan Farm Dave Lewis had 
four fish to 13 lb plus a 3 lb sea-
trout. Terry Thomas used a 
spinner to catch fish of 6 lb and 
9 lb. At Swan Meadow 
Edward Girling caught his first-
ever salmon, 15 lb, on a silver 
Toby. Denis Dawes had two 
grilse on an Usk Grub at 5 lb and 
7 lb. At Mardy Luke Saunders 
had two fish at 8 lb and 

A FLY T  NTH

Late-August 
spate brings 
in Tywi 
salmon

Black & Peacock Spider
Hook Size 12-14 Partridge dry fly supreme 

Thread Black 14/0 Sheer  Body Peacock herl
Hackle Black hen
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NavitusBay
offshore
wind farm
rejected

Jack Saunders a 5 lb grilse. 
At Trostrey there was 

success for Peter Dent with two 
fish of 4 lb and 12 lb. At 
Chainbridge Mark Bigley 
caught his first-ever salmon, 
8 lb, on a Rev Mole and Alex 
Davies had one at 7 lb. At 
Llanellen Robert Savage 
grassed an 8 lb salmon. Bob 
Weatherall had a 10 lb salmon 
on his first visit to the Usk. At 
the Rookery Simon Pearson 
was successful with a 12 lb fish 
on a Cascade. He also caught a 
22-inch trout. 

At Upper Monkswood 
Mark Ewing had an 8 lb fish on a 
Toby. At Newbridge 
John Harris had three to 15 lb on 
a Rev Mole and George Hazell 
caught his first salmon 
on a fly at 7 lb.

Isca Anglers’ waters were 
also productive. Jonathan 
Wright and Andrew Beattie 
caught  their first Usk salmon at 
10 lb and 8 lb respectively. 
Geoff Townsend also had a ten-
pounder and another of 15 lb. 
Morten Ostergaard had three to 
13 lb, while his guest Erik Lund 
landed a 12-pounder. Dave 
England caught his first 
Usksalmon, estimated at 15 lb. 
At Lower Coldbrook Alan 
Johnstone grassed a ten-
pounder. – JEAN WILLIAMS.

 
WEAR

SALMON AND sea-trout were 
moving through the new fish-
pass at the hydro, even in low 
water. Some poaching incidents 
in the vicinity of the hydro 
occurred during broad daylight. 
Beats above the hydro have 
reported seeing fish, including 
big sea-trout and some salmon. 
The upper reaches of the river 
have been very quiet. 
I heard of some good fish 
caught in the Durham area, 
including double-figure salmon 
and some sea-trout. Very few 
fish have been reported to me. 
On Tyneside Anglers’ Syndicate 
beats John Wall landed sea-
trout of 3 lb and 4 lb on fly.

October can be productive on 
the Wear and anglers will be 
hoping for big runs of fish to 
finish another very average 
season.  – DAVID CARRICK.

WESSEX 
WATERS

SIGH OF relief all round – the 
Navitus Bay wind farm has been 
rejected. As everyone now 
knows, the building of this vast 
offshore wind farm could have 

spelled the end for our salmon ,
totally blocking their migration
as both smolts and adults. In the
end, though, it was less to do
with salmon than its proximity
to the country’s only UN World
Heritage site. So now it’s
good riddance.

But there’s no chance of
relaxing while the government
carries on encouraging fracking,
especially on the chalk with the
seemingly inevitable wrecking
of aquifers. 

As ever, it is the keepers who
spot the risks early on and
already Dever keeper Chris de
Cani has been on the case. He
writes, “There are several sites
in this river valley that are
owned by a fracking company,
so I contacted a few people
who live and work on limestone
spring creeks in Pennsylvania,
similar to southern 
chalkstreams, where fracking
has been under way for several
years. Done well the impact is
minimal, done badly the impact
is high, with a worst-case
scenario of groundwater
contaminated by high levels
of methane.”

And Chris is not alone.
There’s this: “Groundwater
contamination is one of the key
environmental and public health
risks from fracking.” And that’s
Lord Smith, former chair of the
Environment Agency, speaking.

On the Hampshire Avon
the Environment Agency is
trying to expand its knowledge
of the salmon run there.
It extended the season from the
end of August to the end of
September. The agency’s Andy
Martin explained, “We thought
it would be useful and of
interest to provide an indication
of salmon movements through
our counter on the Avon,
especially given the very good
rod catch that the river’s
experienced this year. “ He said
the counter has shown “a
steady stream of salmon
entering the river all year and
the latest records from August
are still not showing any let-up.”
So, he wondered, what would
the autumn flows produce….

The result was that on the
Royalty, with its deep pools,
rods landed 14 fish by the
middle of September to make a
season’s total by then of 170.
Star September catch went to
Andrew Dunk’s fresh 23 lb cock
fish on a shrimp in the 
Parlour pool. 

In all, the Avon had an
amazing time, Somerley’s
season producing 72 fish

averaging 13 lb. As estate 
manager John Levell 
commented, “We’d have to go 
back into the ‘80s to find similar 
numbers and those ‘80s catches 
contained a significantly higher 
proportion of grilse.” He said 
that in its heyday the river 
average sometimes exceeded 
20 lb with the famed Avon 
springers returning as three- 
and four-sea-winter fish. He 
added, “This season our fish 
showed a marked return to this 
multi-sea-winter element. 
Not the 4SW but a significant 
upturn in the 3SW catches 
and all but three or 

four of the others being 2SW.”
But what of the EA 

experiment? Said John, “Fishing 
for coloured fish and grilse in a 
river full of weed is not what 
Somerley is about. I’m not quite 
sure what is being trialled as 
there are records going back to 
the 1870s to tell of the result of 
September salmon fishing. With 
crossed fingers the Avon is once 
more showing signs of returning 
to being a spring river.”

The EA’s Andy Martin 
commented, “As we get the full 
and validated counter data as 
well as the confirmed rod catch, 
we’ll be looking into the reasons 
why this might have been. 
We’re also working with the rod 
fishery to look at different 
season and method options.” 

On the Lower Itchen 
fishery owner Lyndsey Farmiloe 
reported “an amazing 248 
salmon. Only 20 more and we’ll 
have smashed our record again. 
With some days seeing catches 
of eight fish and with 11 days 
still to go to the end of the 
season it is a real possibility!” 
Star performer here was Gary 
Hicks, who had the day of a 
lifetime with eight fish to 19 lb. 
– GRAHAM MOLE.

WYE

LATE AUGUST to late 
September was a pretty benign 
weather and water regime on 
the Wye with no big spates but 
enough water at times to keep 
fish moving around. 

As suggested in my previous
month’s report, following the
3 ft spate around Aug 23 sport
picked up as more fish moved to
the upper river and the section
from Builth Wells to Glasbury
providing much of the action,
plus a couple of fish from well
upriver at Newbridge, and the
Rocks and Caerwnon just
above Builth Wells. Many of the
fish were well coloured up,
especially fish in the high teens
and the two-sea-winter fish.
There were as few grilse in the
mix, too, which were in slightly
better shape.

The middle river was very
quiet with just the odd fish from
Ingeston, Courtfield/
Wyebank, Golden Mile, Red
Lion and a few from Garnons
but the lower beats, Bigsweir
in particular, continued to pick
up fish steadily, resulting in a
respectable August total of
around 80-plus fish. At the time
of writing, September has
totalled more than August, with
the odd fish coming from all
parts of the system. Bigsweir’s
total is now 259 and Wyesham
around 130 fish. The combined
total consists of about a third of
the river’s total catch.

Best fish was taken on Aug
30, when Paul Henry had three
from Abernant, the best
estimated at 31 lb, together
with fish of 16 lb and 4 lb.
Derrick Maund had an 
estimated 20 lb fish from the
Red Lion and Charlie Baxter an
18 lb fish from Rhosferig,
together with another of 8 lb on
the same day. There were
several other fish in the high
teens but for the most part
catches consisted of 
2SW fish and grilse.   

At times the upper river ran
very dark with a lot of inky,
peaty water coming from the
“restored” Irfon tributary and
also from small releases from
the Elan Valley dams, which has

had no apparent effect on most 
parts of the river.

 As we enter late September 
the month’s total so far is 
around 90 fish and the season’s 
catch will obviously exceed 
1,000, but by how much remains 
to be seen. Someone in the Met 
Office suggests we are in for an 
extended Indian summer. If it 
remains dry it may prevent 
some really ripe fish being taken 
virtually off the spawning redds. 
None of the tributaries, apart 
from the Irfon, which has 
produced one fish, has produced 
anything so far, though of 
course bizarrely the season is 
extended somewhat for these 
spawning tributaries. – 
GEOFF FRANKS.

 
YORKSHIRE 
ESK

THE RIVER had a very good run 
of salmon, grilse and sea-trout 
in early September. On the 
Egton Estates fishing M. Moir 
got catches going on Sept 4 
with a 5 lb sea-trout, returning a 
further two on a Silver Stoat’s 
Tail from the Corner pool.

Adam Jeffrey was out the 
day after and returned two sea-
trout. Olly Foster fished 
Broadfields on Sept 6, returning 
a superb 8 lb salmon on an Ally’s 
Shrimp. On the same day Nick 
Wilkinson fished Sheepwash 
and returned a 13 lb salmon on a 
Mepps. He was back again on 
Sept 14, this time landing two 
sea-trout of 4 lb 8 oz, one at 
5 lb 8 oz, two at 6 lb 8 oz and a 
cracker of 8 lb. These fish were 
caught in Broadfield, Woodend, 
Gully and Sawmill. On Sept 17 
he had fish from various areas 
of the beat, landing one of 
2 lb 12 oz, two at 3 lb and a 
beauty of 8 lb – all on Mepps 
and all returned. O. Braithwaite 
caught an excellent 6 lb 
sea-trout at Woodend 
on a spinner.
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On Sept 18, Nick Wilkinson
had three sea-trout of 3 lb 8 oz,
one at 6 lb and another cracker
of 8 lb and a further two at 3 lb.
These fish fell to Mepps and
Flying Cs fished in Broadfields,
Tank Ford, Woodend, Sawmill
and Alders. He also 
returned a grilse.

On the same day Alan Harris
had sea-trout of 7 lb, 5 lb 12 oz
and 2 lb 8 oz on Mepps. The
successful pools were Stang
Bridge, Toll Cottage and the
Single Tree. Mike Howard
fished on Sept 19, catching sea-
trout of 5 lb 8 oz and 3 lb on
Mepps in Little Warren and
Alders. Brian Pearson fished the
Single Tree, catching a 4 lb
sea-trout on a Toby.

On Sept 20 Nick Wilkinson
had three sea-trout of 3 lb, two
at 4 lb and two at 5 lb on Mepps
and Flying Cs. Brian Nellist
caught a 6 lb sea-trout in
Shoppy’s on a Mepps. 

Well-known and respected
fish-farmer Bob Booth fished
Sheepwash with fly and caught
a cracking 12 lb salmon and was
later broken by a much larger
one in the 15 lb class. The 12 lb
salmon was returned. It was
probably the first time that two

large salmon had been hooked
on fly in the same day on Egton 
Estates water. It just shows
what a rise in water can do for 
this excellent river!  

The Esk Fisheries 
Association were also very 
pleased with the welcome rise 
in water, which gave the river a 
good flush-out as well as 
bringing a good run of fish into 
their beats. Reports indicate a 
good number of sea-trout and a 
good show of salmon and grilse. 
Fish were seen in the pools and 
should offer some good sport in 
the weeks to come. Mike 
Howard landed a super sea-
trout of 8 lb in Millers Holm. 
Given more rain, sport could be 
good in late September and 
October. – GREEN TEAL.

Scotland
ABERDEENSHIRE
DEE

MY LAST report, relating to the 
first three weeks of August, 
celebrated the fact that, at last, 
the river was enjoying decent 
sport. This continued through 
the last week of the month, 

when more than 140 salmon 
were reported to the FishDee 
website. This total included a 
cracking 25-pounder from Park 
– one of 34 fish accounted for 
on that usually prolific beat. The 
only other beat to get into 
double figures was Cairnton & 
Middle Blackhall but readers 
should bear in mind that, 
historically, those were two 
separate beats and the method 
of recording catches for them 
now does not give details of 
what was caught on 
which beat. 

Happily, the lower beats 
were – finally – proving most 
successful with 65 fish, 
compared to 47 on middle beats 
and 23 in the river’s uppermost 
regions. It is important to 
remember, however, that many 
upper beats have already “shut 
up shop” so their figures are 
bound to reflect diminished 
fishing effort. I am pleased to 
report, too, that fish were going 
over the Falls of Feugh during 
the week in question – nine 
were taken on the pretty 
Heughhead beat. 

In an earlier column, I 
reflected on the fact that when I 
started fishing, in the early 
1980s, one couldn’t give August 
fishing away and how that had 
changed in recent seasons. This 
year has gone a long way to 
support that contention – the 
last week of the month was the 
best of the season and August 
was by far the best month of the 
season! This fact is all the more 
interesting when one considers 
how changeable conditions 
were throughout the month. We 
had rain – lots of it; high winds 
– lots of them; and bright, sunny 
days – far too few of them! The 
river was up and down like a 
fiddler’s elbow and often 
heavily stained thanks to 
frequent deluges. Added to that, 
gillies were lamenting the lack 
of the reasonable numbers of 
resident fish that can be relied 
upon to slow the progress of 
fresh fish entering the system.

 September opened in pretty 
much the same vein as August 
closed – 141 salmon were 
reported for the first week of 
the last full month of the 
season. Lower beats fared best 
again, clocking up 72 fish, 
including 27 from Park alone. It 
would seem that Park was the 
first place where fish were 
stopping in significant numbers. 
Crathie could have claimed 
first prize for the week’s biggest 
fish (if such a prize existed) John 
Fyfe having taken a cock fish of 

around 26 lb from MacLaren’s. 
Red Frances and Ally’s Shrimp 
were the flies enjoying most 
success up and down the river.

By the beginning of the first 
full week of September the river 
was at or below normal summer 
level with an accompanying 
impact on catches. 
Disappointingly, 70 fish were 
reported, with the lion’s share 
(41) taken on the lower river. 
Ardoe & Murtle took 12 and 
Park ten. Crathie again claimed 
the week’s biggest, at 19 lb. 
Worthy of mention is the first 
fish, a 12-pounder, for James 
Holman. This was also the first 
fish taken from Lower 
Blackhall & Kinneskie’s 
Bohore pool since the removal 
of croys (as mentioned in my 
last report). James had done 
some work experience on the 
beat in the spring so his success 
seems all the more deserved.

Complaints of low water 
during the week might have 
been more “limited” had we 
been able to see what Sunday 

13th held in store. A day more 
reminiscent of November than 
September saw it rain and rain 
and rain. As a result, the Feugh, 
for example, rose more than 3 ft 
over as many hours and brought 
a raging torrent of water more 
resembling latte than anything 
else thundering into the 
mainstream at Banchory. 
Thankfully, the Dee falls almost 
as quickly as it rises and 
Monday 14th alone saw 37 fish 
taken – including ten from Park 
alone. The week saw catches 
back into three figures – 112 
being the total – with 58 on the 
lower river and 49 from the 
middle river, leaving a decent 18 
for the upper beats still fishing. 
Birse took the biggest – a 
cracking fish of 22 lb and 
Heughhead’s two fish proved 
that they were still making it 
over the very daunting Falls. 
Most fish on the lower beats 
were sea-liced but gillies were 
still lamenting the lack of any 
significant numbers of resident 
fish in pools, so fresh ones were 
just not lingering on their 
journey upstream.

As I write this (Sept 23) 
catches for this week are a little 
disappointing – fewer than two 
dozen have been reported for 
the past two days. It is, 
however, early enough and I 
trust catches will pick up as the 
week progresses – more of that 
in my next column.

I would, however, like to 
congratulate Colonel Gerry 
Leech, who has been a regular 
rod on Upper Blackhall for a 
quarter of a century. Now 86, 
Col Leech had the beat for his 
usual week – and accounted for 
two fish – of 4 lb and 8 lb. He, 
surely, is an example to us all! 

Less cheerfully, I have 
received an e-mail from a 
gentleman who describes 
himself as a “concerned Dee 
angler from the past” and have 
his permission to reproduce it 
here as I am sure it will be of 
interest to all who share his 
concerns. He reminds me that 
he grew up on Deeside and 
regularly fished the river before 
leaving Aberdeen in the mid 
‘70s. His e-mail continues – “I 
was delighted to be invited 
recently for a day’s fishing on a 
lower beat of the Dee. When I 
approached my allotted pool in 
the morning, I was met by eight 
goosanders, two herons and an 
otter turning stones over at the 
side of the river. Perhaps this 
was an omen for the day ahead. 
To summarise what followed, I 
did not get a single pull all day, 
not even from a parr, despite 
fishing hard, and I saw no more 
than a dozen fish showing all 
day. I quickly got to the point 
where I felt no expectation of 
getting a fish and indeed that I 
was fishing in largely empty 
water. Such a contrast to when I 
fished the river in the past 
when, at this time of year, the 
river would be full of resident 
fish waiting for the spawning 
season to arrive.

“Poor marine survival is 
continually cited as the problem 
for salmon, but this year some 
rivers, particularly in the North, 
have had an excellent season. 
“Good numbers of two-sea-
winter salmon would have come 
from the spawning stock of 
2010, which was high for most 
rivers, including the Dee. Why 
have good numbers not 
returned to the Dee? Did the 
smolts leave the river in the first 
place? From what I saw on my 
visit, I suspect predation is a 
major problem for young fish 
and particularly smolts as they 
descend the river. Goosanders 
not only eat smolts but can 

August is 
Dee’s best 
month 
of the season

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Junction, River Tweed
The Junction and Hempseedford beat extends to some one 
and a half miles of superb double-bank fishing and boasts 
the famous Junction pool itself. In addition to the Junction 
pool there are ten other named pools - The Hawthorns, 
The Pot, The Flats, Bridge Pool, White Dyke, The Stream 
(Hempseedford), Gardenfoot, New Bridge, Rosebank and 
The Grain. There are also 350 yards of fishing on the Teviot. 
There is a fishing hut on the north bank of the Teviot before 
its confluence with Tweed at the Junction pool.
For autumn fishing, the services of three boatmen/gillies are 
included. Days are only occasionally available.

Day-tickets tickets for salmon start from £370 plus vat.
Contact: Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Tweed/Junction
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damage many more that will not
survive the move into sea water.
Two major worries for the Dee
are the lack of spawning fish
and the dearth of parr in the
main stem of the river for which
no official figures will exist. The
lack of spawners will mean that
the river will be short of eggs
this winter and the lack of parr
will mean an even more reduced
smolt run over the next couple
of years. This does not paint a
good picture for the immediate
future of the river. I am sure that
all Dee enthusiasts will agree
with me that something needs
to be done to address these
problems other than simply
tinkering around the edges
before it may be too late.”

While I recognise the
bleakness of this message I do
feel it important that I share it. I
hope it might stir the Board into
some significant action – the
sort of thing that might have a
more immediate result than,
say, planting trees. These might
be important in 50 years’ time
but we need action/
improvement now!   

By the time I write my next
report, the Dee will all be closed
– that happens upstream of
Aboyne on Sept 30  and
downstream of there on Oct 15.
No one will mourn the passing
of the 2015 season. – 
POLMONIER.

ABERDEENSHIRE
DON

NO SOONER had I finished
typing my last report than at
long last our main grilse run
started to appear. The first
sightings were down on the
tidal reaches, where a dozen or
so seals were seen chasing fish
and successfully catching one
or two. Decent numbers of fresh
fish were seen jumping to avoid
capture and for over a week at
every high tide this feeding and
evasion pattern became a
familiar sight. 

A rise in water levels helped
entice these fish into the
system and catches 
immediately improved during
the first week of September.
Without setting the heather on
fire, better numbers were
reported, providing some much-
needed sport on the lower
beats. Word soon spread and
anglers were back out on the
river. Sea-liced fish between
4 lb and 7 lb were the norm but
a few bigger specimens were
also about: a 17 lb fish was
landed from the ADAA waters

at Parkhill and an 18 lb sea-
liced fish from Kintore
Council beat.

The ADAA beats picked
away with small numbers
landed daily, mainly from the
Parkhill beats. Junior member
Sean Rennie was delighted with
his fresh-run grilse caught on a
Cascade on Sept 2. Sean is a
mad-keen young angler and we
could do with a few more like
him out on the riverbanks.

The Council beats at Kintore
and Inverurie had improved
catches. Stuart Barnetson
landed three to 10 lb over a few
visits. Andy Ashcroft had two
grilse on fly and Ian Hislop
finally grassed a 5 lb liced grilse
on a red Ally’s Shrimp after
losing three. Alford reported
the odd fresher grilse and Mr
Whyte returned two, both at
4 lb on a traditional 
size 10 Blue Charm. 

Manar managed a few fresh
grilse as they passed through.
Steve Cruickshank returned two
at 6 lb and 4 lb on fly for his day.
Fred Hay had a three-pounder
and regular visitor Dave Stewart
continued his fine form with fish
of 7 lb and 5 lb on spinner.

Castle Forbes beats were
again lightly fished, but Iain
Hutchison proved there were
fish about and struck silver on
his day’s fishing, landing four
salmon at 13 lb, 9 lb, 8 lb, 8 lb, a
4 lb grilse and a 2 lb brown
trout. All his fish fell to a black-
and-orange fly. 

Kildrummy anglers
benefited from the extra water
early in the month and anglers
reported a mix of fresh and
older fish among their catch.
Richard Bagshaw took full
advantage, landing three at 6 lb,
8 lb and 9 lb before losing
another in double figures. A
Cascade and Junction Snaelda
did the damage. David 
Littlewood managed two at 8 lb
and 6 lb in quick succession on a
Cascade, and Mr Rennie
returned two at 8 lb and 10 lb
that were starting to colour up.

The Don has just received a
decent rise of new water after
rain on Sept 21. The air
temperature has also dropped
and the first flurries of beech
leaves are falling. – 
MARTIN WEBSTER.

ALNESS

THERE WAS a small brief rise in
the water level on Sept 2, but
otherwise the weather in the
first three weeks of the month
was a continuation of that seen

throughout most of August:
occasional coastal rain, but very
little where it mattered – in the
upper catchment above Loch
Morie. All approaching weather
systems, that might have
provided some respite, seemed
to skirt the Alness catchment.

The loch provided
compensation flow of typically
three to four inches above
summer low throughout the
month, but although there were
apparently good numbers of
grilse, and some obviously

running through the beats
despite the limited flows, the
water was clearly stale as the
fish remained torpid and
sport was slow.

Some heavy showers
provided another small lift in the
river on Sept 25 and catches
picked up, but again this rise
came via the Blackwater
tributary rather than from the
loch. – ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

ANNAN

THE ANNAN has suffered its
second dry September in a row,
so there’s not a huge amount
to report. Having said that, the
big difference over a decade
(from 2005-2015, say) is that ten
years ago there were no fish in
the river at the end of August.
Now we have had good runs in
May, June and July so the
resident fish are there – and
they cannot hide up trees. They
just become stale. I hope they
will become more active in
October and I am sure some
new fish will come in.

As far up as the Jardine
Hall beat there have been
salmon caught just after the 
small rises we have 
experienced. Kieran Scarffe, for 
example, caught his first salmon 
ever at 12 lb, on fly.

Down at Cleughhead Gary 
Kennedy and party had three 
salmon and Billy Hogg had 
two himself. At Kirkwood John 
Shaw caught a beauty and two 
sea-trout were caught by Jack 
Gray. So far, therefore, 2015 has 
gone down as an improvement 

because the season has
lengthened. However, we still
await the back-end with
anticipation. –
ANTHONY STEEL.

BEAULY

LOWER BEAULY rods really
struggled in September. The
pools (or at least what remained
of the pools) were well
populated but it was dead low –
indeed as low as it gets. The
hydro authorities, in their
wisdom, were working on their
infrastructure. The lack of flow
also allowed prolific dense
weed growth, further reducing
the amount of open water in
which to cast. It was a dire time
to be on the riverbank.

The week of August 24
(between 3 in and 9 in) produced
28. The Gilman, Forrester and
Downie party had 16, including
seven to Dave Downie, four to
W. Forrester and a brace to
J. Grieve. The Duerckheim party
landed five, of which four were
taken by Andrew Buckoke. The
third party banked seven –
three to J. Miller and a brace
each to Mrs G. Miller and
M. Thompson.

The week of Aug 31
(between 4 in and 12 in) yielded
17. The Villar and Gough party
netted eight, including three to
K. Wildey and a brace to Willie
Matheson. The Jackson and
Trevalyan party had seven,
including a brace apiece to N.
Jackson and J. Trevalyan. The
RBFS party accounted for two –
both to Stewart Maughan in
Ferry North.

The week of Sept 7 (between
zero and 5 in) had 12 entries in
the book. The Quarrymill party
picked up five, including a brace
to Tim Gale and John Whyte’s
first-ever salmon – 5 lb in Long
Reach on a Munro Killer. The
Purchas party caught four. The
Durris party landed three,

including a brace to A. Saxby.
The week of Sept 14 

(between zero and 2 in) was 
desperate – only eight were 
recorded. The Leith Robertson 
party (two beats) had five, 
including a brace for Sam 
Attwood and Jeremy Tinsley’s 
first ever – 4 lb in the Ferry on a 
Stoat’s Tail. The Pennington, 
Smith and Peto party netted 
three, including a brace to 
R. Peto; they also picked up nine 
sea-trout between 1 lb 8 oz and 
3 lb. – ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

BORGIE

BY LATE August the Borgie had 
been running for weeks at 4 in 
or 5 in below summer level. 
There was a slight rise (rather 
dirty, coming off the forestry 
ditches) at the end of August, 
prompting a brief lift to summer 
level. By the second and third 
weeks of September it was 
hopelessly low.

The sequence of catches 
during this period was 12 in the 
week of Aug 24, 17 in the week 
of Aug 31, two in the week of 
Sept 7 and four in the 
week of Sept 14.

I am sad to report that Fred 
Drummond, owner of the river 
since 1986, passed away on 
August 8. Over the past three 
decades he did a tremendous 
amount for the Borgie, which 
under his direction and 
stewardship has in recent years 
gone from strength to strength. 
He will be sadly missed. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

BRORA

AUGUST FINISHED on a positive 
note with 31 fish recorded from 
the river as a whole in the week 
of the 24th – the heaviest was a 
25 lb fresh-run salmon landed 
on the lower’s North Bank and 

Don’s fishing 
improves in 
first week of 
September
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This is a time-honoured pattern that can be deadly when olives are
about. A tiny butt of gold tinsel, or bare thread turns, can be included.

Twisting the peacock herl around the thread improves 
the fly’s durability.

F I SH I NG  R E P ORT S
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the “worst” a very small heavily
liced fish of no more than 3 lb.

With water at a premium the
first half of September was hard
going. The catch in the first
week just made it into double
figures. The second week
produced just three. Fish were
showing readily but they
were very dour.

John Bray, head bailiff on the
Brora for close to three
decades, retired in mid
September. Always jovial, he is
an unflappable character who
always took a great interest in
how anglers were faring. He
was highly dedicated to his
work. The Brora used to have a
severe poaching problem;
thankfully, this is now hugely
reduced – for which John is due
a great deal of credit.

I am most grateful to him for
giving me a monthly overview of
the system over many years. –
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CARRON

THE CARRON fished well at the
start of September when a
welcome small spate drew in an
encouraging late run. 
Thereafter, up to the time of
writing (Sept 24), water was
scarce; in the week of the 14th
the level dropped to its
lowest since 2013.

At Cornhill in the week of
Aug 24 Orr Ewing had a 7 lb
salmon in Little Falls. The unlet
week of Aug 31 was only fished
for four days during which 16
(mainly liced) grilse and small
salmon were landed, with 13 to
Allan Donaldson, a brace to
George Probert and one to
Graham Grant. In the week of
Sept 7 Paul Davenport 
picked up a brace.

At Dounie, Fiona Robertson
had a grilse in the Mackenzie
Stream on Aug 27. Nine were
banked in the week of Aug 31
with six (best 10 lb in the New)
to Fiona Robertson, one to Kim
Sawyer and a brace to Paul
Moran. The week of Sept 7
produced one (to Ian Ogden), as
did the week of Sept 14
(to Peter Buckley).

Gruinards reported five for
Mrs Whitley’s party in the week
of Aug 24. The week of Aug 31
accounted for 13 – five
(including three in a day) to Don
Mackay, four to Jim Gilmour,
three in a day to Peter 
Routledge and one to Stephen
Gilchrist. Then on Sept 18
(desperately low and in bright
sun) Guy Davison had a

10 lb salmon in Lower Craigs.
At Braelangwell the week

of Aug 24 (1 ft 3 in maximum)
produced a grilse in 
Washerwoman for Sara Else.
The week of Aug 31 (between
minus 12 in and 1 ft 6 in) was the
beat’s best of the season,
George Benson’s party netting
22, including four (best 12 lb in
Burnmouth and 12 lb in Lower
Craigs) to the host, four to Mr J.
Straker and three to Hugh
Blackett. In the week of Sept 7
(minus 9 in to minus 12 in)

Jonathan Sykes’s party had four
– a brace to Nick Gordon Creed
and one each to Anthony Daniell
and Tony Buckler. The week of
Sept 14 (off the bottom of the
gauge) was blank.

Late report: Water levels
were restored with a spate,
peaking at 1.4 m on the SEPA
gauge, on the night of Sept 24.
This bodes well for the last few
days of the season. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CASSLEY

THE FOUR weeks from August
24 saw the water level drop
severely on the Lower Cassley.
By September 23 it was “way
off the marker”.
      There were four entries (all
grilse in the 4 lb class) in the
book: for Mr Dunbar in the
Cemetery on Aug 25 (2 ft),
Mr R. McMullen in Upper
Platform on Aug 26, Mr J.
Dumbrell in Upper Dyke on Aug
31 and Mr J. Wightman in
Upper Dyke on Sept 9.

Late report: Water levels
were restored with a major
spate, peaking at 1.6 m on the
SEPA gauge, on the night of
Sept 24. This bodes well for the
last few days of the season. –
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
CLYDE 

THERE HAVE been occasional
showers – some of them heavy
– but those who keep an eye on
the spinning marks on United
Clyde Angling Protective

Association water found that
the river hardly ever reached the
height at which spinning 
is allowed.

Some anglers had success
fishing worm, but not as much
as we expect in September. Fly-
fishing for salmon has become
more popular in recent years,
but this approach was not 
catching many fish, either.
Those that were caught usually
weighed less than 8 lb. In fact,
most were closer to 5 lb.

The salmon were in excellent
condition, however, and even a
small amount of rain was 
enough to prompt another 
trickle of fish to come up from
the estuary. It seems, though,
that it will take a lot more rain to
persuade the bigger fish to start
their journey.

In the bottom end of UCAPA’s 
lower stretch, several trout of
around 3 lb were landed, mainly
by worm-fishers. The vast
majority of the fish caught were
very much smaller. Good trout
were harder to find in the
middle and upper reaches,
where the drought was biting
harder. Streams which ought to
have been productive were
reduced to little more than bare
rocks where there should have
been two or three feet of water.
– TOM McGREGOR.

 
CONON

CONON FISHERS really
struggled in September. The
hydro authorities had run off
almost all reserves of water
upstream of the Tor Achilty dam
in order to carry out work. Flows
were reduced to compensation
level, which is essentially
“bare bones”.

Brahan reported figures of
44 (one salmon and four grilse
on upper, four salmon and 13
grilse on middle and one salmon
and 21 grilse on lower) in the
week of Aug 24; 29 (four salmon
and four grilse on upper, one
salmon and seven grilse on
middle and 33 grilse on lower) in
the week of Aug 31; 14 (one
salmon on upper, two salmon
and three grilse on middle and
eight grilse on lower) in the
week of Sept 7; and 25 (one
salmon and three grilse on
upper, two salmon and eight
grilse on middle and 11 grilse on
lower) in the week of Sept 14.

There were five first-evers –
for Master R. Verney (7 lb in the
Pyramid on an Ally on Aug 24),
Tjibbe Douma (7 lb in the
Sluggan on an Ally on Aug 27),
Angus MacDonald (6 lb in the

Sluggan on a Willie Gunn on
Aug 28), Luke MacDonald
(3 lb in the Sluggan on an Ally on
Aug 28) and Miss Tiffany
Sachak (4 lb in the Russian on
an Ally on Sept15).

At Lower Fairburn the
week of Aug 24 (6 in on the
gauge) produced five coloured
salmon (best 12 lb to David
Jones in the Boat on a Snaelda).
The week of Aug 31 (between
6 in and 4 in) was blank. The
week of Sept 7 (6 in) yielded
three coloured grilse. Another
three were recorded in the
week of Sept14 (still 6 in)
including a brace to 
Nigel Olesen.

Below the dam, Upper
Fairburn had just four for the
period between Aug 26 and
Sept 23. The pools were
“stuffed” but the fish were very
dour in the low (and warm)
water. Coul fared somewhat
better with 20 during the same
period. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
CREE AND 
BLADNOCH

OUR RUN of good catches came
to an end in the last week of
August as the weather changed
and rivers dropped to bare
bones. Low water continued
until the middle of September,
when the Cree rose a few
inches and a few fish were
caught in the lower beats. On
Sept 11 Fergus Goodfellow
landed a 4 lb grilse from
the Palnure Burn.

In the week ending Sept 19,
Newton Stewart Angling
Association had one grilse,

Linloskin had a salmon of 7 lb, 
and on the Bladnoch Mr and 
Mrs Irons caught two grilse 
and a 10 lb salmon at 
Mochrum Park.

Fishing improved on Sept 21, 
when the Cree rose to 2 ft 4 in. 
A 15 lb salmon was taken from 
the Sauchs on Machermore, 
Newton Stewart AA had five 
fish to 10 lb, and Linloskin had a 
7 lb salmon and a grilse.

The Cree and Bladnoch both 
need a lot more water to bring 
up autumn fish before the Cree 
season closes on Oct 14. The 
Bladnoch season continues until 
the end of the month. – D. A. B.

DEVERON

THE FISHING remains 
challenging. The weather 
continues to be predominately 
dry and any rises drop 
away very quickly.

On Aug 25 the river rose to 
just over two feet. By the next 
day this was down to plus nine 
inches and a few fish were 
caught, mainly in the middle 
and upper river as the fish 
moved upstream.

Kinnairdy, Stobiehaugh 
and Netherdale picked away 
with fish to 12 lb. A few fresh 
grilse were tempted and lower 
beats picked up some but most 
fish caught were coloured. Boat 
of Turtory reported a 22 lb fish.  

 September began with a 
few fish throughout the river but 
it was hard work in the low 
water. Sept 3 was the best day 
of the week and a fish of 16 lb 
was reported off Mountblairy. 
Friday opened with the river 
rising after rain in the high 

Welcome 
spate brings 
late run into 
Carron
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hill and it peaked at two feet.
Northerly gales saw huge

breakers at the rivermouth and 
nothing fresh came in from the 
sea so the lower river suffered. 
Beats further up did well, 
Mayen and Coniecleugh 
reporting fish. Castle Water, 
Huntly, landed over 20 fish – a 
mixture of sea-trout and salmon 
and as many lost in two days – 
the best being a 14 lb sea-trout.

The week of Sept 7 saw 
upper beats with no water left 
and lower beats began to pick 
away with clean fish making an 
appearance. Turriff reported an 
18 lb salmon, Ferry Cottage and 
Waterside Lodge at Upper 
Netherdale reported two 
salmon at 14 lb and many other 
beats saw grilse catches close 
to double figures for the week.

As we continue through 
September things have gone off 
the boil for most and beats are 
reporting single-figure catches 
for the past few weeks. As 
September ends and October 
begins, cloudless skies and 
temperatures of 23 deg C have 
set in. Overnight temperatures 
are in low single digits so fishing 
first thing is the best option.

We are hoping that the 
“usual “ back- end run will 
appear before the season ends 
and that the current weather 
will break to help us. 
Unfortunately so far – with the 
exception of the sea-trout run – 
it has been another salmon 
season to forget. – F. R. H.

DOON

THERE IS very little to report 
since the whole of September 
has been dry, and the river at 
summer level.

Normally in such conditions 
there would be a build-up of fish 
in the Swallowbraes pool on the 
Doonfoot beat but once again 
that’s not been the case. 

Like all other west-coast 
rivers the situation is now very 
serious and it’s time the fishery 
authorities addressed it.
Hopefully we will get some rain 
soon, but any fish caught, 
including fresh ones, should be 
returned in October. – C. v H.

FINDHORN

ON THE Forres AA stretch the 
period from late August to late 
September was reasonably 
productive. Water levels varied 
between good and low or 
lowish but fish seemed to be 
caught almost every day. 
Perseverance was key and 

some club members did
“extremely well”.

There were some good big
salmon among those running
through and a fine 18 lb fish was
returned in Gordon’s. The latter
pool has fished well for most
of the season.

Some good-sized sea-trout
have been in evidence in
Findhorn Bay and, as in 2014,
the best of the fishing there
appears to have been in the
latter part of the season.
Mackerel have been very
scarce, perhaps with predation
implications for incoming grilse.
On the positive side, very large
shoals of sandeels have been
sighted just outside the bay,
providing easy feeding for
marine mammals.

Forres AA’s season’s totals
should be collated by the end of
October. The club’s AGM is in
November and the worrying low
number of members will
feature on the agenda.

Upstream at Lethen the
week of August 24 (low water
except for a good rise on the
Saturday) produced 14. On
Dunearn the Bramble party
landed five, including a brace of
grilse in a day for George
Bramble. On Daltra Brian
Emery and Andrew Maclean
had five, including four to the
former. The Altnahara beat
yielded four.

By the start of September
Lethen had already achieved its
best season since the record
year of 2010.

The week of Aug 31
(between low and very high
water with some ideal fishing
conditions) had 33 entries in the
book, with seven on Dunearn to
Ronald Gordon’s party (including
four in a day to the host), eight
in the first three days on Daltra
to Harry and Robin Robson, 13 in
the last three days on Daltra to
Ken and Michael Sutton and Bill
Coxill (the latter had four in a
day including salmon of 23 lb
and 15 lb) and five on Altnahara
(including three in a day, best
14 lb, to Jerry Saunders).

The week of Sept 7 (medium
level dropping to low) saw fresh
salmon and grilse still running.
Twenty fish were logged. On
Dunearn ten were banked by
Bryan Russell (best 19 lb in
Nettle Hole), Adrian Graves and
Bob Mallindine; they began in
prolific fashion with eight on the
Monday morning, including five
grilse in two hours to Adrian
Graves. On Daltra the home
team (first half of the week) had
three and Neil and Geoff

Cruickshank (second half of the
week) accounted for five. On
Altnahara Jason McCruden 
caught a brace (better 15 lb in 
Englishman’s).

The week of Sept 14 (low 
water) was hard going with 11 
recorded – six on Dunearn to 
Matthew Dobbs and party and 
five on Daltra to Mike Ellis and 
Carl Spolander. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
FORSS

SINCE MY last report on Aug 24 
the water levels has been 
relatively low apart from a small 
spate on Sept 5 that lifted 
the gauge to 14 in. 

In the week ending Sept 19 
the river fell back to 3.5 in and 
with bright and windless 
conditions no fish were caught. 

However, 36 were caught in the 
previous three weeks, bringing
the annual total to 164, which is 
just short of last year’s figure. 
Successful anglers with two 
fish or more were: A. and W. 
Jappy with ten to 5 lb, 
G. Hepburn, five to 12 lb, 
G. Anderson two to 12 lb, 
Dr. A. Graham two to 6 lb, 
Mr T. and Mrs J. Puffet, four to 
14 lb, A. Lambert, five to 10 lb, 
and D. Martin four to 7 lb 8 oz.

This season has only really 
provided two spates and on 
these occasions good numbers 
of fish have ascended the Falls 
but have tended to run straight 
through to Loch Shurrery, 
leaving beats three and four 
somewhat short of fish. If 
there’s little or no rain from now 
on anglers are going to find it 
hard work for the last three 
weeks of the season. – 
MICHAEL WYCHERLEY.

FORTH 

ON THE Teith the last few days 
of August produced a few more 
fish at Cambusmore, mainly 
small grilse. This trend 
continued into September, by 
which time we were running out 
of water. For those anglers 
prepared to adopt a stealthy 
approach, fish were there to be 

caught and we have also had
reports of some big silver
salmon showing themselves
that have doggedly refused to
be tempted. Stirling Council
Fisheries also report a lot of fish
in the system with what looks
like a late run of grilse.
There are also a few clean
sea-trout still about.

With very little rain since the
middle of August the Allan
Water has shrunk to low
summer level. A number of fairly
good catches were reported
before levels dropped and there
are still plenty of fish around.
Unfortunately these are
becoming more difficult to
catch. Despite the low water
brown trout fishing remains
reasonably good and some nice
trout have been caught. The
trout season ends on Oct 6.
There are a good number of fish
collecting in the River Forth at
Stirling waiting on water to
move upstream into the Allan.
Permits to fish the Allan can be
obtained from www.
allanwaterangling.com . Day
permits can be had from
Angling Active retail tackle
outlet in Stirling.

The Avon has been below
summer level all month. A small
number of large migratory fish,
both sea-trout and salmon, have
been seen following the
incoming tide as far as the SEPA
weir at Polmonthill. These then
fall back with the ebbing tide
and are not even coming over
the weir.  Reports have
indicated that fish of up 15 lb
have been seen. 

Teams of volunteers have
almost completed the treatment
of all known stands of Japanese
knotweed on the Avon from
Slamannan to the estuary,
including the principal 
tributaries. The teams have
reported seeing rises of large
fish as far as Muiravonside
Country Park. These are most

likely to have been sea-trout. 
Trout anglers are reporting more 
activity. For further information 
on permit costs and beats, visit 
www.slamannan.net or www.l-
a-c.co.uk or 07823 448917 for 
Avonvalley Angling Club – 
FORTH FISHERIES TEAM.

GIRVAN

WITH ONLY six weeks of the 
season remaining as I write 
(Sept 22), it has been another 
bad year and I have no reports 
of any fish caught since the end 
of July.  We haven’t had a 
decent spate since the 
beginning of March and with 
the weather remaining settled 
for at least another week we 
are running out of time to get 
any sport this season. 

Normally at this time of year 
there are plenty of storms and 
typically we get spates every 
other week. When and if we do 
get a spate, anglers will be 
plagued by falling leaves, which 
are accumulating on the 
riverbanks. The riverbed is also 
very grimy and it will take some 
time to clear out all of the weed 
and muck that has gathered 
throughout the summer. 

On a brighter note, the river 
appears to be in great health. In 
the middle stretches there are 
big shoals of minnows, fry, parr 
and trout. We can only hope for 
that all-important spate. – 
DALMAKERRAN.

HALLADALE

CATCHES BETWEEN late 
August and late September 
veered from feast to semi-
famine, inevitably correlating 
with water levels. That said, 
these days the river still seems 
to produce at least modest 
returns even in very low water.

The week of Aug 24 (zero on 
the gauge) yielded 22, including 
19 for Malcolm Cheape’s party 

Forss catch 
so far just 
short of last 
year’s total



A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Dryburgh Lower, River Tweed 
Lower Dryburgh is set in stunning surroundings as the Tweed 
loops around the remains of Dryburgh Abbey, the Dryburgh 
Abbey Hotel and Dryburgh House parkland. The fishing runs 
from the highly productive Hotel Steps pool for about one 
mile to the end of the Long Stream, half a mile above Mertoun 
Bridge. The fishing boasts excellent fly water and a host of 
attractive streams and pools, most of which give easy wading 
and which hold fish throughout the autumn. The spacious hut 
with verandaoverlooks the Brockies Hole and Gullet Stream 
pools and is equipped with running water, WC and electricity. 
The gillie at Lower Dryburgh, George Inglis, is a Tweed icon and 
is sure to make your visit an enjoyable and productive one. The 
five-year average is 216 salmon/grilse and 40 sea-trout.

Day-tickets for salmon cost from £315 plus vat
Contact: Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Tweed/DryburghLower

FISHING REPORTS
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with the host (a highly 
accomplished low-water 
specialist) accounting for 12. 
Oliver Hextall (Hungerford 
party) landed a 15 lb  
salmon in Forsil.

With water restored 
(between 21 in and 9 in) the 
week of Aug 31 was the best of 
the season. The Ward and 
Hungerford party picked  
up 47 and the Hurst-Brown 
party had 43.

Levels fell away (from 6 in to 
zero) in the week of Sept 7 and 
46 were recorded. The Salkeld 
party landed 28, fairly equitably 
shared between Bob Ackworth, 
Fraser Hart and John Salkeld. 
Humphrey Miller’s party caught 
11, including Stewart Hall’s  
first-ever salmon (6 lb in Victoria 
on a Garry Dog).

The level dropped to minus 4 
inches in the week of Sept 14, 
limiting the catch to 12 – four 
(best 14 lb in Cemetery for Alan 
Matheson) to Colin Wilson’s 
party, six (including five, best  
16 lb in Primrose Run, for the 
host) to Malcolm Cheape’s party 
and two to the Bighouse party. 
– ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

 
HELMSDALE

BY LATE September (with a
week of the season to go) it was
clear that 2015 will not feature
on a list of memorable or
impressive fishing years in the
Strath of Kildonan – despite
excellent conditions for
most of the summer.

For the first three weeks of
September the average catch
on the beats was about 60. The
water level was restricted to
compensation and fish were
dour, with little evidence of pre-
spawning aggression. The
season was winding down
with a whimper.

One highlight was the
landing of salmon of 25 lb and
28 lb on 3 Above in mid
September by Achentoul rods.

The total catch for the beats
to the end of August was a little
under 1,300 – so the season’s
total may just reach 1,500. –
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
NAIRN

TOWARDS THE end of August a
scattering of grilse were caught
by Nairn AA members prepared
to put up with the challenging
conditions of low water; Charlie
Black, Billy Hossack, Gordon
Rennie, G. Main,  and J. Wilson

all caught fish in the 3 lb-7 lb
range. Then on Sept 2 the
catchment had some rain at
last, resulting in a 1.1 m spate
on the Firhall gauge. For several
days catches were reasonable,
some rods landing up to six
grilse in a day. Numbers of
running fish were not huge,
however, and it depended on
being in the right place at the
right time. Billy Milne, Charlie
Black, Davie Campbell, Bill
Maitland, Sandy Wallace,
Gordon Rennie, Hughie Fraser,
Brian Macrae and Dave Carson
all had their names on the
scoresheet, with fish coming
from the length of the club’s
waters. Several sea-trout were
caught, and sadly one spinning
angler was seen to keep two,
and rather coloured ones at
that, when the rules stipulate
that one only can be 
 kept per week.

By Sept 11 the river had
dropped to within 5 cm of the
lowest on record, and the
next week only one  
grilse was caught.

A petition was delivered to
the Nairn Board to take action
regarding the fallen tree at the
Dogleg pool, which spans the
river from bank to bank and
which has accumulated a large
mat of debris on its upper side,
potentially blocking the river as

spawning time approaches.
The stretch of river from

Cawdor Burn to the Green Road
is in the poorest condition from
a fishing point of view that
regular anglers have seen in 30
years. Blairnafadh has
shallowed off and the tail of the
pool has widened and filled
with gravel, so that the lies
under the trees have
disappeared. The Firs pool is
also shallow along most of its
length, and the three pools
below the power lines are
ruined by fallen trees. The Hut
pool has produced a few fish
from the Kilravock side, but it,
too, is not as deep as it used to
be and appears less attractive
to lying fish. Upper and Lower
Tony’s pools are of sufficient
depth to hold a fish over only a

very short length of their necks, 
while the once productive 
Lennon’s pool has widened and 
filled with gravel so that it is 
currently less than knee deep 
over what used to be its most 
productive part.  Below that, 
half a dozen pools have been 
completely lost due to the 
breached bank – only a trickle of 
water passes through these 
now. The new section, shorter, 
shallow and of steeper gradient, 
has no fishable water whatever, 
and is full of trees and debris.

The lifeblood of a spate-river 
is water, and at the time of 
writing (Sep 24), the Nairn was 
in dire need of a transfusion, 
with only the forecast of heavy 
showers to give hope of a final 
flurry of sport before the season 
ends. – ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

 
NESS

IT WAS not an exciting 
September on the River Ness. 
For the most part fish were 
reluctant takers; the water 
temperature was still on the 
warm side, maintained by 
something of an Indian summer 
in September. A good frost was 
needed to prompt cock fish 
aggression.

At Dochfour the week of
Aug 24 (minus 6 in) produced
nine, including three in a day to
Martin Blackhurst, a brace to
Gordon Fleetwood and one each
to Jan Rigden, Michael Martin
and Carlos Garza (19 lb, fresh-
run, in Berry’s Wall).

The week of Aug 31
(between 4 in and 8 in)
generated 16 entries in the
book, including three in a
morning from Culbuie to Alan
Bowkett, three to Grant
Sutherland, a brace to Carlos
Garza, a brace to Bruce Neil and
one each to James Robertson
and Brian Moore (14 lb in
Netting Water).

The week of Sept 7 (from
minus 2 in to minus 8 in) yielded
eight, including a brace to Grant
Sutherland and one apiece to
Graham Mackenzie (18 lb in Tail
of the Island), Gordon
Fleetwood, Bruce Neil
(12 lb, liced, in Burnmouth)
and James Robertson.

Six fish (mainly liced) were
logged in the week of Sept 14
(minus 8 in) – by Neil Cameron,
Grant Sutherland, Brian Moore,
Ann Cameron, Colin Liddle and
George MacLean.

As virtually no water was
coming down the Garry (due to
continuing hydro work), fishing

on the system’s south-west 
tributaries was pretty hopeless. 
Just two fish were reported, 
both in mid September on 
freshet days: 7 lb to Stephen 
Sage on Loch Oich on a Salmo 
and 8 lb to John Pargeter in the 
Lundie pool on a Toby. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
NITH

AUGUST ENDED as it began – 
wet. The river was big and dirty 
most days in the run-up to 
September and when it got the 
chance to drop back more rain 
came. Four fish were recorded 
from Dalswinton in this topsy- 
turvy period, the best a 
14-pounder plus sea-trout of  
3 lb and 4 lb. Brian Lord fished 
for a couple of hours, when the 
river started to clear on Aug 28, 
landing  two fish of 7 lb and  
12 lb on worm. He caught them 
at the same spot where he took 
a couple earlier in the month – 
at Banking Gate, Thornhill. 

In these last few days of 
August three salmon and a sea-
trout were landed at 
Blackwood by Steve 
McQuade. Rosehill’s Ben 

Weatherall took one, Friars 
Carse had six salmon, and four 
grilse and a 14 lb fish were 
grassed at the Dumfries 
Burgh water by Gerald Dames.

Harold Critchly returned to 
Barndennoch to have another 
bumper catch. He landed a fish 
a day for four days. The fish 
weighed from 7 lb-10 lb and all 
were caught on worm. He lost a 
further two fish. 

In the first week of 
September Roger Simpson, a 
Closeburn Castle  regular, 
hooked six fish only to land only 
two grilse and several finnock. 
He fished light tackle with long 
leaders and small flies but by 
the end of the week things got a 
little “dire”. Two more grilse 
were caught this week – one at 
Dalswinton and the other  
at Blackwood.

The Nith drops away as 
quickly as it rises and by the 
start of Setember it was down 
below the spinning mark. With a 
couple of weeks of warm, dry 
weather the river slipped away 
to a trickle and it was not until 
Sept 12 that any rain fell, but 
disappointingly nowhere near 
the amount that was forecast. 
There were no fish reported 

Six grilse  
in a day for 
some rods  
on Nairn
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Morsgail
enjoysgreat
resurgence
in sea-trout

caught at this time even though
there were plenty showing.

Eventually rain came on Sept
20, but only enough to give a
4 in rise, though hopefully
enough to encourage in new
fish and liven up the ones there.
– ED BAXTER.

NORTH ESK

THANKS TO above-average
water levels, fish have been
forging through most of the
lower beats. Of course there are
no coastal nets to worry about
and the in-river net and coble
fishery is also closed. 

Some exceptional catches
are reported on Upper
Kinnaber, with a week of 32
fish, and the story from Gallery
seems to be good as well.
Canterland has had some
notable salmon and Gallery has
had peaks and troughs with a
good week of nine salmon and
nine sea-trout. Sea-trout seem
to be arriving in many beats
even this late in the year and
their condition is first class,
many carrying sea-lice. The
years of poor grilse runs appear
to be over and many of those
fish reported as salmon are, I
am sure, good grilse up to 10 lb.

David Swanston at Pert,
despite having a terrible time
getting his grain harvested, is
quite happy with the way the
fishery is performing and hopes
to equal or exceed the average
of the past few years. Chris
Powell with Steve Newsome’s
party had a great day with six
fish to 12 lb and several others
for a dream week, the whole
party finishing up well into
double figures. Chris was
fishing the Luther pool and the
upper Bridges. Rab Brown from
Falkirk was not far behind;
fishing the Lower Bridges he
had fish of four fish to 12 lb on a
Tay Raider. George McGee from
Cockenzie had three to 15 lb on
a Red Ally’s Shrimp from Upper
Bridges and Luther pools.

Stracathro had a quieter
spell, though fish were caught.
Gannochy Estate recorded
some spectacular days with a
good stock in their pools but
some days the fish were
difficult to take.

The beats in Glen Esk, which
do not report, must be having
good sport with so many fish
pushing upstream.

I have a feeling that this river
is to have a great back end and
with so many fish there a good
spawning season seems
assured. – WESTIE.

ORKNEY

FOLLOWING A pretty hard
season overall, Orkney’s lochs
produced a back-end bonanza,
with bumper baskets and
specimen fish galore.

Harray saw a lot of the
sport. Some of the better
baskets included 13 for
10 lb 5 oz for Ian Hutcheon;
11 for 9 lb 6 oz for Brian Thomas;
10 for 8 lb 8 oz for Billy 
Thomson; 13 for 11 lb for John
Leask and 24 for 17 lb 7 oz for
Malcolm Russell. Sea-trout
appeared in a lot of the returns,
many of them about 2 lb.

However, it was Ian
Hutcheon’s 3 lb 9 oz wild salmon
that stirred a lot of local
interest. It was the first salmon
off Harray for many years and
took a White-hackled Invicta in
Merkister Bay. Tactics for
Harray varied between
top-of-the-water “hogging” and
fast-sinking lines with mini
lures. OTFA president, Brian
Thomas, gillied two veteran
anglers for a day on Harray. The
gentlemen, Willie Stanger and
Eric Dyson, along with Brian,
shared a combined age of 240
years and enjoyed good sport.

Boardhouse and 
Hundland enjoyed some huge
falls of cowdungs around the
end of August and the trout
responded well. Neil Chalmers
took 15 for 11 lb from 
Boardhouse on Hedgehogs and
Ken Kennedy had ten for
6 lb 3 oz. Hundland baskets
included eight for 7 lb 12 oz for
Jimmy Grant and eight for
8 lb 8 oz for Kenny MacLeod.

Kirbister saw a lot of action
towards the middle of 
September. Floating lines and
Hedgehogs had Kirbister’s trout
engaging in spectacular
acrobatics, with a good number
of fish in the 12 oz-1 lb range.
Alan Craigie and James Harcus
boated 37 fish over 10 inches,
with 17 over 11 inches and five
over 1 lb. Junior angler, Erlend
Muir, fishing with dad, Thorfinn,
had 11 to 1 lb and young Aaron
Budge, fishing with his
grandfather, Jim Adams,
enjoyed a good day on the
loch with fish to 1 lb.

The smaller lochs started to
fish again, as the weed died
back. Ian Hutcheon and Ian
Robertson had fish to 1 lb off
Wasdale. Bosquoy produced
fish around 12 oz and the tiny
Loch of St Mary’s, in Holm,
gave Ian Robertson two
crackers at 3 lb 14 oz and 2 lb. –
M. A. R.

OUTER 
HEBRIDES

A COMBINATION of poor
angling conditions and a lack of
salmon and grilse meant that
catches for most fisheries were
low during the first three weeks
of September. However, good
numbers of sea-trout were
recorded, with several hefty
specimens among them.

Andy Coyne released an 8 lb
cock sea-trout and a 3 lb sea-
trout on Loch Roag, South Uist
on Sept 16; Craig Jones and Bob
Thompson returned four sea-
trout for 7 lb, including a
3 lb 8 oz fish during their South
Uist trip; Mr. Paterson returned
an 8 lb salmon on Lower

Kildonan, South Uist, in early
September; Iain Kennedy
returned an 8 lb 8 oz salmon on
Loch a Bharp; Paul Jowett
released a 7 lb sea-trout on
Castle Loch and his son, Martin,
released his first-ever salmon,
an 8 lb 8 oz cock fish from Mill
Loch on Sept 7 and the
following day returned a 5 lb
grilse on Lower Kildonan.
Alasdair and David Chrystal’s
week on South Uist produced
three grilse to 6 lb 4 oz and nine
sea-trout to 2 lb 4 oz.

Grimersta rods recorded
nine salmon to 7 lb and 83 sea-
trout to 3 lb up to Sept 19, all of
which were returned. 
G. Curtis, J. H. Maciver and
Mrs F. McRobbie all landed
salmon of 7 lb.

Morsgail Fishery has seen a
dramatic resurgence in its sea-
trout runs this season with 149
recorded in the first three
weeks of September. Most
were in the 1 lb 8 oz-2 lb class,
with several touching 3 lb.

Amhuinnsuidhe Castle 
Estate guests recorded 12 
salmon and 56 sea-trout in the 
first three weeks of September: 
Mr A. Brown and his father 
landed three salmon to 7 lb and 
13 sea-trout to 2 lb 8 oz for their 
week; Mr Baillie had a 7 lb 
salmon on a Pearly Invicta; Mr 
Unsworth landed a 7 lb 8 oz 
salmon and Mr and 
Mrs Jackowski landed 

five sea-trout to 5 lb 4 oz and a
4 lb 12 oz grilse.

Loch Barvas produced 16
salmon/grilse from Sept 1-19
with several first fly-caught
fish; Catherine Macmillan
landed a 7 lb fish while wading
from the shore; Derrick Macleod
landed a 6 lb 8 oz from the boat
and six-year-old Jack Anderson
had a tough battle with a
5 lb 8 oz grilse from the boat
before it was netted by his
father, James. – 
DONNIE MACIVER.

OYKEL

FROM LATE August there was a
marked slowdown in catches.
Water levels ranged from
medium to low and (by mid
September) very low.

On the Lower Oykel the week
of Aug 24 (1 ft 9 in, dropping to
9 in) produced 24, including
eight (best 12 lb in the Bank) to
Mrs J. Litton and one at 16 lb in
the Brae to Mr M. Litton.

The week of Aug 31 (up and
down between 1 ft 6 in and
11 in) yielded 30 (50 per cent
grilse and 50 per cent salmon).
Ian Galloway had four – best
13 lb. The Godman-Dorington
party picked up 11, including one
at 14 lb in Inveroykel to Hamish
Godman-Dorington; William
Pecover landed two – 4 lb in
Upper Sgolbach (the fishery’s
1000th of the season) 
and 12 lb in Island.

The week of Sept 7 (11 in to
zero) was restricted to four – all
to the Elles party: 4 lb in
Inveroykel to Jason Elles, 7 lb in
Lower George and 6 lb in
Tuiteam Ford to Angus Powles
and 8 lb in Lower George
to Sarah Powles.

The week of Sept 14 (zero or
just below, except for a fleeting
rise to 1 in) was even more
difficult, with just two in the
book: 8 lb in the Rock to
nonagenarian Mrs 

Lilla Rowcliffe (she also saw a 
kingfisher, a very rare sight 
indeed in Sutherland) and 3 lb in 
the Whirl to Brian Poe.

The Upper Oykel reported 32 
(including eight to Trish Sankey 
and one at 11 lb in Camus Run to 
Brian Reid) in the week of 
Aug 24, 33 (including eight, best 
12 lb, to Gerald Franklin and one 
at 12 lb to Mr J. Clarke) in the 
week of Aug 31, 11 (including 
five, best 12 lb, to Judge Hilary 
Keegan) in the week of Sept 7 
and two (better 18 lb in Crask, 
the Upper’s heaviest of the 
season to date, to 
Jeremy Vaughan) in the 
week of Sept 14.

Late report: Water levels 
were restored with a major 
spate, peaking at 1.6 m on the 
SEPA gauge at Easter Turnaig, 
on the night of Sept 24. This 
bodes well for the last few days 
of the season. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
SHIN

WHILE CATCHES slowed up a 
little, the Lower Shin, with its 
guaranteed compensation 
flows, continued to fish steadily 
through late August and the 
first three weeks of September 
– in contrast to many of its 
neighbours, where water levels 
fell away dramatically.

The week of Aug 24 
produced six for Brian Emslie’s 
party (one beat) with a brace 
each to Patrick Walker and 
Olivia Rawdon-Mogg and 
one each to the host 
and Fred Walker.

The following week Simon 
Lamb’s party (two beats) picked 
up seven, with three (best 10 lb 
in the Round) to the host, three 
(best 8 lb in Hardings) to 
Christina Lamb and one at 20 lb 
in the Boat to Nicola Dinnes. 
The Day Water yielded ten – 
four (best 9 lb in Farm) to 
Ruaraidh MacMillan, three (best 
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8 lb in Farm) to Robbie Elliot, a
brace (better 15 lb in Farm) to
Duncan Snelley and one
to Peter O’Neill.

The week of Sept 7 
generated 20 entries in the 
book. Simon Lamb’s party (one 
beat) had six – three to Jamie 
Lamb, a brace (better 10 lb in 
the Round) to the host and one 
at 9 lb in Robert’s Run to 
Christina Lamb. Charlie Perkins’s 
party (one beat) landed seven, 
with a brace each to Jeremy 
Richardson and Alastair 
Richardson and one apiece to 
the host, Miles Thompson and 
David Perkins. Seven were 
accounted for on the Day Water 
– three (best 11 lb in Farm) to 
Sean Nicholson, three to Robbie 
Elliot and one to Gary Coward.

Eight were added in the 
week of Sept 14: four (best 11 lb 
in Upper Long) to Robbie Elliot, a 
brace (one liced) to John 
McRorie and one each to Peter 
O’Neill and Ross Severn. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
SOUTH ESK 

WATER LEVELS have fluctuated 
again in this, one of the wettest 
years in living memory. I 
returned from holiday on 
Sept 14 to find much of the 
harvest still standing – the 
latest I can remember. 

This being the time when the 
nets are out of the equation I 
can usually report on an 
increase in catches and 
although this has happened it is 
not so marked as in the past, 
though several proprietors are 
reporting good numbers of fish 

lying in their beats, with
Inshewan being very bullish.

The problem seems to be
twofold: there is much less
fishing effort and the fish seem
reluctant to take any fly or lure
presented to them. On 
Kinnaird all three beats are
getting fish and still the
occasional fresh sea-trout,
especially on the upper beat.
Sport has not been exceptional
but there are far fewer anglers
leaving the water without a fish
and the upper and middle beats
are holding a reasonable stock.

Finavon Castle reports are
remarkably similar to those of
Kinnaird – steady sport with
good stocks showing 
throughout the beats. Again
anglers are seeing far more fish
than the catches suggest.
Inshewan is well stocked
and experiencing similar
problems with dour fish, while
the Kirriemuir Angling Club
waters in Glen Clova are giving
members the chance of a late
fish. Brechin Angling Club
are also reporting a few fish but
it is still their worst season
for many years.

At the top of the river the
river breaks into two – the main
stem and the White Water. In a
major turnaround in habitat
policy the strengthened banks
placed in the 1950s/60s have
been removed and the banks
returned to much as they were
before in an attempt to improve
the spawning areas. Native
trees will be planted soon to
further improve the 
environment. It will be 
interesting to watch this one.

The Brechin flood barrier

ontinues to go ahead with
major work on new rock banking
nd the protective walls rising
to view. This will continue for
nother year or so and despite
ome minor colouring of the

water downstream 
 August ithas been a well-

managed  scheme.
With only one report of mink

o far this summer, the trapping
as been an outstanding
uccess and although my
elpers and I are not trapping at
resent we are on standby
hould they reappear.

I am pleased by the number
f fish in the river and this must

lead to an uplift in the juvenile
stock and, I pray, the start of the
reawakening of this great wee
river. – WESTIE.

SPEY

SEPTEMBER HAS been a good
month, especially for the lower
beats. This is partly due to a
lack of rain, which is just what
the lower beats want at this
time of year. Gordon Castle
have had a great time of it, with
catches in excess of 100 fish
most weeks and everything
from small grilse to heavy
salmon reported.

Rothes and Aikenway had
an unlet week. The owners very
kindly donated the Saturday of
this week to the junior members
of the RSSA, who experienced a
day on a prime beat of the Spey.
During the week Jen Campbell
had a day on the beat and
managed her first-ever salmon.
Well done to her and well done
to all the juniors and those who
helped organise the day.

Eric Wardle’s party had a
good week at Rothes with a
total catch of 30 fish. Eric had
the biggest of the week from
Creaky. Margaret Gregg was
delighted to land her first
Spey salmon.

Further upstream 
Craigellachie have passed
their last season’s September
totals. The beat has many fish in
the pools and fresh fish
trickling in, too. 

Kinermony has also had a
rewarding month but has
quietened down in the past
couple of weeks. The beat has
caught more than 220 fish this
season and lost many more.

 Wester Elchies has had
some good fish over 20 lb in
September but, with the river
levels dropping, fresh fish have
been held back. There are good
numbers of fish in the beat and
they are showing regularly.

Ballindalloch beats have
had some good sport, with a
mixture of fresh and coloured
fish in September. The Avon
has had a very difficult season
after the massive floods of last
year, which caused heavy
scouring to the riverbed. This
month, however, anglers have
reported seeing very good
numbers of fish. 

Tulchan have continued
their good form with some
cracking fish caught. 

Grantown Association
water have been ticking over for
the past couple of weeks and,
like Kinchurdy, have suffered
from a lack of water. They are,
however, catching fish, the pick
of the bunch being a 16-pounder
from Tarric Mor, caught by John
Davis on fly. – TOM CARTER.

STINCHAR

THE RIVER fished well in
August, with all beats 
starting to record some
encouraging numbers.

Balnowlart and Kirkholm
really got going – particularly
towards the end of the
month, with some lovely fresh
fish landed.

Knockdolian registered 38
for the month, despite being
very lightly fished. This is the
best August for a number of
years and no doubt would have
been better had all the

beats been fished. Dalreoch
were slightly behind with 24 but
they, too, lacked rods.

Further upstream catches
were not so good, anglers
complaining of very black peat-
stained water, which definitely
puts the fish off.

Unfortunately with the
arrival of September, (the month
which heralds the arrival of
visiting anglers) the rain has
deserted us. This has been the
case now for the whole month
and angling is very difficult.

As I write (Sept 22) the river
is down to summer level and
desperately in need of water.

Prospects for the final month
could be very good once the
water arrives as there should

still be many fish to enter the
river. However, many regulars
will be aware that the October 
rains sometimes forget to stop, 
resulting in some really big 
floods. Hopefully my next report 
will be of bumper catches. – 
STINCHARLAD.

TAY

AUGUST ENDED with a lift in 
the water to around four feet 
but the next two weeks were 
dry and the river progressively 
fell to about a foot. As I write 
(Sept 26) apart from a quick rise 
on the 13th, there has still been 
no substantial rain. This week 
has seen the Tay at its lowest 
for the whole of this year – 
down to only six inches a few 
days ago. September has 
probably also seen more sunny 
days than we had in our entire 
summer. Given the time of year, 
we could have done with some 
more water to get fish moving. 
Although many gillies say they 
are seeing plenty of fish they 
also report them often hard to 
catch. While catches have 
generally been better than last 
year, it has been a frustrating 
month for many.

As to actual catches, up to 
Sept 2, Almondmouth has 
once again been the top beat 
with 139, but even on this low- 
water beat that’s quite a way 
below the September average. 
To the same date, Waulkmill 
has reported a relatively 
disappointing 57 but, with 86 to 
date, Lower Redgorton could 
still get close to its five-year 
average should the last few 
days of September see 
an improvement.

Fishponds has reported 26 
salmon for the same period and 
Upper Redgorton 36. In both 
cases this only represents about 
half the five-year average for 
September. It was not much 
different for Luncarty, which 
has reported 17. There, 
Kenny Scott had a couple of fish 
to 9 lb and George Rae caught a 
5 lb grilse on a Toby.

Stanley Fishings’ Pitlochrie 
Benchil beat has reported a 
well below par 35 while Upper 
Scone has reported 30. On 
Pitlochrie Benchil, John Colin, 
John Morrison and Malcolm 
Anderson all had fish of 15 lb. 
James Annesley had two lovely 
fresh grilse on fly, and Charles 
Stovan landed his first-ever 
salmon, an 18-pounder, only to 
follow it up with a 13-pounder 
the following day. T. Lewis 
caught his first-ever fish, a six-

Stinchar 
produces 
lovely fresh 
fish in August

Zonker
Hook Size 6-12 3x longshank   Thread Tan 6/0   Rib Fine silver 

wire  Tail and wing Zonker strip   Body Veniard’s magic glass (clear)  
Throat hackle Zonker fibres to match tail and wing  

Eyes (optional) Veniard’s 3 mm epoxy eyes

The back-end of any trout season is usually dominated by fry-
feeding trout, especially on our larger reservoirs and lakes. Whether 
you prefer a Zonker tied with rabbit, mink or some other mobile fur 
matters not, as the important thing with this fly is its unequalled 

sinuous movement and a fishy profile.
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pounder, spinning a red Devon 
minnow from the boat.

While Stobhall, with 54, did 
better than the beats 
immediately downstream, that 
is still way below what should 
be produced for September. 
Even with a total of 88 to the 
26th, Taymount will also most 
likely fall short of its September 
average. September started 
very well on Taymoun,t with 43 
in the first week, including large 
sea-liced fish. Becky Annan had 
more than ten of them on fly and 
spinner. However, as the month 
wore on, the fish were a mixture 
of older fish and fresh grilse, and 
fresh water was needed. Most 
notably, Joe O’Donnell had a 
28-pounder on fly from the boat. 

Even Ballathie, which is 
often considered a good low-
water beat, has reported only 33 
to Sept 26 compared to a recent 
September average of 81. 
Similarly, Cargill’s reported 45 
is also less than half its recent 
average for the month. Among 
these Cargill fish, Dirk Pittaway 
had fish of 8 lb and 14 lb, Ian 
Jardine had a grilse and Clive 
Downhill a lovely 13 lb fish on a 
floating Devon minnow. Neil 
French had several fish, 
including a lovely 14 lb sea-liced 
fish on fly, while Colin Nesbit 
had his first Tay salmon, on the 
fly, too. David Gillanders had a 
stunning 18-pounder and 
11-year-old Lily Rawson landed 
a lovely fresh 14 lb 8 oz salmon 
on her first time salmon fishing.

It was a similar story for 
Islamouth, another beat that 
can do well in low water. It has 
reported 44 fish to date, which 
is exactly half its September 
average. However, the 
Meikleour and Upper 
Islamouth beat does prefer a 
bit of water and that might have 
been reflected in its score to 
date of 11. However, of those 
fish, Malcolm Anderson of the 
Caledonia Fly Company had a 
six-pounder and his good friend 
Donald Gow caught a three- 
pounder. Mr Barker had a 4 lb 
grilse and Mr Kent a good 
17-pounder.

I haven’t heard of much sport 
on the Isla/Ericht system 
recently. The conditions have 
generally not been that great 
but I see that the new Ericht 
Fishings beat on the lower Ericht 
below Blairgowrie still reported 
a dozen fish to Aug 26.

Just as it did for the previous 
two months, of all main Tay 
beats, Kercock continued to 
fish relatively well in 
September. With 56 salmon 

reported as of the 26th, it is one 
of the few beats that should 
exceed its five-year average for 
the month. The report from 
there is that there are plenty of 
fish around but they are hard to 
catch. Nevertheless some of 
the successful anglers included 
Norman Would, who had three 
nice grilse on fly, Peter Cardosi, 
who had two fish to 12 lb on a 
Cascade, Norrie McLeod with 
six good fish for his week, and 
Billy McInnes with three. Stuart 
Tindall had a good 16 lb fish on a 
Cascade, Keith Lovell had five 
good fish, Ken Mackie had a 
12-pounder on a Willie Gunn and 
George Hunter had a nine-
pounder on a Red Frances. 
Finally, Steve Ward and Ike 
Martin both caught their first-
ever salmon and Andy Kerr had 
a superb fish of 22 lb. 

Moving upstream, on the 
Delvine beat Jimmy 
Williamson had a fish estimated
at 25 lb on a spinner. Moving up
again, on Glendelvine, 28 fish
were reported to Sept 26. The
same number was reported
from the Murthly 1 beat.
However, the Murthly 2 beat
reported 34 over the same
period, which means it might
just achieve its recent average.

Newtyle, which has had an
excellent season, also reported
28 fish to Sept 26, meaning it is
one of the very few beats that
has actually already passed its 
five-year average. Successful 
anglers there included Edwin 
Peacock, who had seven fish to 
12 lb over three days. Joe Killick, 
Jorn Kristensen and Stephen 
Ottridge all had a grilse each. 
Neil Gilmour had a nice fish on 
fly and Farquhar Murray had a 
5 lb silver fish. The Eden Club 
from St Andrew’s participated 
in their Eden Shooting Club 
MacNab. Eight members of the 
club started fishing at 7 am and 
lost two fish in the first 20 
minutes. However, Derek 
Mayne then landed a grilse at 
8.30. Next stop was Logie 
Almond, where he successfully 
completed the task of a brace of 
grouse and a deer. Steve Clark 
landed a fish at 4.30 and later 
managed a deer but sadly 
couldn’t bag the grouse 
before nightfall.

The beat that has had the 
most notable season is 
Dunkeld House, which has 
had 253 for the season at the 
time of writing. However, 
despite the great fishing of 
earlier months, only nine of 
those were reported in 
September. Among those who 

did catch fish was ten-year-old 
Angus Morton, who had a 6 lb 
cock fish on a Flying C. 
David James landed the 250th 
fish of the season, an 
18-pounder on a Toby Salmo.

Above Dunkeld House, the 
Dalmarnock beat has done 
better than usual with 20 fish 
reported to Sept 26. Among 
these, gillie Colin McFadyen’s 
young nephew, Mark Burns, 
landed his first-ever salmon, at 
4 lb. Reid Haglin landed a 5 lb 
grilse on fly, his first salmon 
from the Tay. Brian Jones had a 
nine-pounder while his friend 
Peter lost one on fly. Sandy 
Datta had a clean grilse on fly 
that was followed quickly by his 
good lady, Sam, with a coloured 
cock fish of 15 lb. Gavin 
McWilliams also caught his first 
salmon, a lovely little grilse, 
while Malcolm Bennett landed 

two – one at 9 lb and the other a 
cracking sea-liced grilse, both
on fly. Andy McAlwee had a
cracking 11-pounder, Davie 
Watt a five-pounder and Jock 
Fallon a ten-pounder. Lee Fisher 
landed a beautiful big hen fish 
of about 15 lb, Andrew 
Sutherland had a 4 lb sea-liced 
grilse, and John Elliott’s 
cracking little grilse was his 
first Tay salmon.

To Sept 26, Dalguise 
reported ten fish, which is again 
a little below par. It was a 
similar story for the Lower 
Kinnaird beat, which reported 
a less than hoped for 15. Upper 
Kinnaird reported three.

 Things were also pretty 
quiet on the River Tummel in 
September, despite the better 
August. For example, Pitlochry 
Angling Club’s Dam beat has 
reported only one salmon to 
Sept 26. That was a 4 lb grilse 
on spinner for Sylvian Barry. 
On their Sawmill beat 
Bob Crowther had a fresh 
fish of 5 lb on fly.

So far as the Pitlochry Dam 
fish-counter is concerned, the 
latest true count corrected for 
droppers I have from SSE is 
4,498 as of Sept 18. At the same 
time last year, it stood at 3,866 
and is just over the five-year 

average of 4,452. Indeed, the
count so far for 2015 is ahead of
the final total count for 2014.
Not surprisingly, with a good
head of fish through, there are
reports of good numbers being
seen upstream in the River
Garry. However, with low
water, fishing conditions haven’t
always been ideal. Loch
Faskally, for example, has
reported only three fish up to
Sept 26 and Pitlochry Angling
Club’s Ruan Ruarie beat four.
Dave Wilson had three of these
– two grilse and 9 lb salmon –
while Iain McGinlay had one
grilse of 4 lb.

Over on the upper Tay, it has
yet again been the same old
story with only a few fish
reported over a number of
beats. Findynate, for example,
has reported three, Lower
Farleyer a dozen and Upper
Farleyer eight. 

Up on the Lyon, I understand
that Meggernie has had
another good season although
the past few weeks have been
tougher, the fish again showing
less interest. On the Chesthill
beat, the end of August saw
good water and Oliver Harvey’s
party had a great week with
seven, including three 
generations catching salmon.
First-ever salmon were caught
by 13-year-old Archie Irvine
(10 lb), 11-year-old Wilfred
Harvey (6 lb) and eight-year-old
Hector Harvey (6 lb). Dean Reed
had a fresh grilse, Peter Martin
his first fly-caught salmon and,
after several years trying, Barry
Parker caught his first-ever
salmon, a fresh 5 lb grilse,
which he returned.

So that’s it for September –
a better month than last year’s
poor September but not what
we expect at this time of year. It
does appear from fish-counters
and what anglers and gillies are
seeing that there are more fish
than there were last year but

until conditions improve and 
fish become more catchable we 
will not know how many more. 
We desperately need to finish 
on a higher note but we don’t 
have long now. 

Finally, just as I was about to 
send off this report the Scottish 
Government released updated 
proposals for the salmon “kill 
licence” in prospect for 2016. I 
have not had time to study the 
methods etc proposed but at 
first glance aspects are much 
better than the original 
proposals. Gone is the 
unworkable quota and carcass- 
tagging scheme for anglers. 
Indeed, for the Tay, which is 
deemed to be in the best-health 
category, it is pretty much 
continue as we are doing. 
However, at first glance it 
appears odd why the 
neighbouring River Earn is in the 
poorest category and requiring 
more action. Anglers there and 
on some other rivers will no 
doubt be asking why. – 
BEN LUI. 

THURSO

WITH RIVER levels dropping and 
atmospheric conditions 
becoming very poor, we 
soldiered on during the early 
part of September, taking well 
into double figures every day. 
Again, fish were taken 
throughout the system, which 
kept everyone on their toes.  

Malcolm Fisher and Gary 
Hendry each had a 25-pounder 
from Beat four on consecutive 
days, while Dennis Farquhar 
had another tremendous 
week, as did the 
MacGeorge party.

The river is as full of salmon 
as I have ever seen it, 
in 50-plus years. Our season 
will end with almost 
double the number of fish 
recorded last year. – 
EDDIE McCARTHY.

Tay catches 
generally 
better than 
last year
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TWEED

THE WATER was dropping back 
from the weekend’s rise as we 
began the final week of August 
on Monday 24th. It was quite 
coloured, especially below 
Kelso, and this lasted into 
midweek, when rain to the 
south-west gave us another 
rise of 6 in or so from the Teviot. 
This dropped through Friday but 
a similar rise came through 
below Kelso on Saturday 
morning and later in the day 
below Coldstream. Catches 
were spread throughout the 
river and, out of the week’s 
total of almost 280, around 100 
came from the beats from the 
Junction up to Boleside. The 
bottom end below Coldstream 
reported 80 fish, Tillmouth 
taking 20 of them, Ladykirk 14, 
Tweedhill 13 and Boathouse
and Canny 11. Above 
Coldstream the Lees had 16,
South Wark 17 and Birgham
Dub 18. Those beats above
Kelso in double figures were the
Junction with ten, Upper
Floors 14, Middle Mertoun
17 and Boleside 12. The best
fish were a couple of 
16-pounders, one each for
Sprouston and Dryburgh
Lower. Around 40 sea-trout
were also reported, the best a
ten-pounder from Ladykirk.
There were a lot of small fish in
the catches with a mixture of
older river fish and some new
clean fish, some of which were
liced. Once again a mixture of
flies and lines were being used
together with spinning gear
where needed. I even managed
to get a couple of grilse on
poppers, which was great fun
but not proper salmon fishingm
some would say. 
The week beginning Aug 31
saw steady levels that suited
the bottom beats, who took 100
out of the total of 270. Tillmouth
had a good week with 40.
Horncliffe and Ladykirk 16
each and Tweedhill 13. Nine
of Horncliffe’s fish came on the
Saturday. Above Coldstream
the Lees had 13, Lower North
Wark ten and Birgham Dub
14. In the Kelso area the
Junction had 16, Lower Floors
13 and Upper Floors 16. Above
on the middle river Rutherford
had 11 and Boleside 14. Twenty-
five sea-trout were also
reported, the best around 6 lb.
The best salmon was a cracker
of 28 lb taken on Boleside,
Milne Graden taking a
23-pounder and Rutherford one

of 20 lb. Once again there were
new and old fish in the catches
with quite a few small fish,
down to 2 lb in some instances.
Some pools on the lower and
bottom beats seemed to be
holding a lot of fish although
there weren’t a great number of
takers among them. I always
hear at this time of year that
there are a lot of fish in the bay
waiting to run. I hear this in low-
water years, and high-water
years, so always take the news
with a pinch of salt. We’ll see if
we ever get any water.
The week beginning Sept 7 was
mostly bright, with cooler
mornings and with a bit of rain
early on Saturday. This gave a
small rise down the Ettrick and
Teviot, which gave us 4 in-5 in
extra below Kelso early on
Sunday. Once again the low
water meant most of the sport
would be in the lower river,

especially the bottom end. Of
the week’s total of 140 fish, 60
came from the beats in this
area. Tweedhill had 15 of them,
Pedwell 11 and Tillmouth 14.
Just above Coldstream the Lees
had 13, with no other beats in
double figures. The best fish, an
18-pounder, was taken on
Sprouston with a few others
making it into the teens of
pounds. Only 30 of the total
came from beats above Kelso,
water conditions not suiting this
stretch. With most of the action
at the bottom end of the river it
was a frustrating time for rods
and gillies further upstream.
Bright weather, coupled with
low. clear water helped to keep
the overall total down
this week.
The bottom end was to see
much of the action during the
following week, beginning
Monday 14th, with half of the
week’s total coming from the
bottom seven beats. They took
110 of the total of 220, with the
beats above Kelso taking 45. At
this time of year there can be
more than 30 rods out on the
seven beats at the bottom.
Tweedhill had 28 fish, Horncliffe
11, Ladykirk 25 and Tillmouth 32,
nine of which were taken on the
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from Lower F
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west on Sept
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moved a lot of
rubbish but did little else.
We still wait for a
river-cleaning spate. –
BOB HARRISON.

WEST
SUTHERLAND

THE MONTHLY totals for August
for the Gualin beats on the
Dionard were 29 salmon and
97 sea-trout. As mentioned in
the previous issue, a high
percentage was caught
on Loch Dionard, given long
periods of low flows
in the river.

Some (limited) rain in
September provided some relief
to the river. The September
figures (up to the 22nd) were
39 salmon and 52 sea-trout, the
largest of which was a very
impressive 10 lb. – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

WICK

FURTHER DETAILS on August’s
fishing are now to hand. For
most of the month water levels
were highly favourable;
this factor, allied with good
numbers of grilse throughout
the river, triggered plenty of
sport. Many local anglers
reported catching two
in a day, mainly on fly.

Visiting anglers also
contributed to the totals.
Donald MacIsaac had three
at 6 lb each for his visit,
Dave Braithwaite one at 8 lb,
while regular visitor
Jim Erskine, from Orkney,
landed an 8 lb salmon
in Tarroul.

Water levels fell away during
September and inevitably
catches followed suit. I will give
more details in the next issue. –
ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

Ireland
CONN

MARKUS MULLER reports that
there were plenty of anglers on
the lough at the start of
September, with good trout
fishing to both wet- and dry-
flies. Padraig Traynor and Orla
Walsh had a goodday’s fishing
in the last week of August,
boating ten trout to 2 lb as well
as the usual smattering of
12 in-13 in fish. The regular
Daddy-longlegs fished on the
bob seemed to be the most
effective pattern although some
fish came to a small
Claret Dabbler.

There was some great
fishing for Joe Ferguson and
Eamonn Kelly, who drifted from
Massbrook Point out into deep
water beyond Victoria Bay. They
caught some nice trout to
2 lb 12 oz, with their best fish
taken on a Daddy-longlegs.
Local youngsters, Sean and
Fionn Darmody had a super
day’s fishing with their
granddad, Vinnie O’Boyle,
catching eight trout, many of
them around 1 lb 8 oz.
Ian Wise and Johnny Warren
fished regularly around
Woodford, Cloonamoyne
and Bog Bay and reported
excellent fishing to wet-flies, in
particular the Bibio
and Claret Dabbler.

In early September water
levels increased dramatically
following very heavy rain,
and fishing effort
diminished. –
PAUL BOURKE.

CORK 
BLACKWATER

ON THE weekend of Aug 31, 
23 salmon were recorded on the 
Blackwater Lodge beats. As 
predicted by Ian Powell of 
Blackwater Lodge, the fishing 
picked up with a 12 lb salmon 
for Dave McDowell.  On the 
Saturday, ten fish to 11 lb were 
caught, including two on fly. On 
the Sunday there were six fish 
from the very top beat. Ian 
reported a catch of 123 fish in 
August and 368 fish for the 
season to date. 

In September some of the 
highest floods of the season 
made the fishery unfishable for 
several days. 

Sharon Shanahan from 
Fortwilliam Fishery reports 
that despite tricky conditions 
fish were taken every day. The 
big floods disrupted sport for a 
few days but ten fish were 
landed in the second week of 
September. Catches included 
seven for Keith Shearing, and 
Pete Woodly in a few days 
released five fish. 

At the Ballyduff Bridge 
Fishery there were four salmon 
to 8 lb reported on fly and 
spinner for Tony Murtagh.   – 
PAUL BOURKE.

CORRIB

KEVIN CROWLEY reports some 
great late-season sport on 
Corrib to dry olive and sedge 
patterns. Frank Reilly fished out 
of Greenfields with Larry 
McCarthy and boated five good 
trout between 2 lb 8 oz and 

Tweed fishers 
still waiting 
for a good 
spate
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4 lb 8 oz, all on dry Olives, and
had plenty of sport with other
fish coming to the fly. 

In the Inaugural SSE
Airtricity Galway Wind Park Cup
12 boats recorded eight trout for
16 lb 14 oz. In the Oughterard
area, Kevin Molloy and his
brother Eamon had good wet-fly
fishing, landing six trout to
3 lb 8 oz. Galway angler Harold
O’Toole had superb sport,
catching ten trout for an
estimated 15 lb on wet-flies,
and the following day, fishing
with his father, Kevin, they
landed nine trout with an
estimated weight of 30 lb on a
mixture of wet-and dry-fly.

Well-known fly-tyer and
author Ted Malone from Belfast
enjoyed some good sport, with
his best fish a fine trout of
4 lb 10 oz – as ever caught on a
fly that Ted had tied himself.
Not bad for a man of 98! –
PAUL BOURKE.

CURR ANE

GILLIE VINCENT Appleby had
plenty of fishing to report on his
website at www.
salmonandseatrout.com over
the last week of August and the
first few weeks of September.
Fifteen-year-old Rory Burke,
grandson of Kevin McGillicuddy,
caught his first-ever salmon – a
4 lb fish on fly from Copal Lake.

On Aug 29, Tony Gibbins and
party caught 80 finnock and a
few nice sea-trout in the 2 lb
class in a few days’ fishing. One
of the party, Matt Whiteley,
caught a 6 lb 8 oz sea-trout out
at the Sisters on a size 8
Alexandra, fished on 
a floating line. 

On Sept 2, John Fielding
caught a 12 lb salmon on the
troll and finished his day with
three sea-trout to 3 lb. 
David Burton had three sea-
trout to 3 lb. Liam Ellis and John
Holsted returned a 5 lb 8 oz sea-
trout. Local gillie John Quinlan’s
guests had seven sea-trout
to 3 lb on the drift. 

In the annual catch-and-
release fly-fishing competition
on Sept 19, 84 sea-trout were
released by the 24 competitors.
– PAUL BOURKE.

DELPHI

FISHERY MANAGER David
McEvoy reports that the fishing
started off well in August but
slowed down towards the
second half of the month with a
total catch of 45 salmon.

In the third week of month,

Hugh and Peter Morris caught
seven of the eight fish landed.
The biggest, an eight-pounder
caught by Hugh, was taken in
the Quarry pool on an Ally’s
Shrimp. Well-known angler
Niall Green caught a grilse off
Glencullin, bringing the season
total at the end of August to 335
salmon. Sport improved at the
beginning of September, with
ten salmon recorded. Best flies
were Silver Stoat, Delphi Collie,
Ally’s Shrimp and Cascade.
There was a first-ever salmon
for Sharon Firn on a beaded
nymph. The following week 12
fish were landed. A huge flood
then hit the river, making the
whole system unfishable,
though some fish were
landed by the weekend. –
PAUL BOURKE.

DROWES 
AND MELVIN

BY THE time you read this, the
best season for many years on
the Drowes and Melvin system
will have closed. Salmon fishing
in late August/September on
the lough is almost ignored, and
the Drowes is much quieter than
earlier in the year, although fish
have still been available in the
river, one group of French
visitors taking 26 for their week,
mainly on small Rapalas. I heard
of a number of other fish being
taken on the river as well but
the water was quite low for
much of September although
heavy rain around the 20th the
might give good water over the
last few days of the season.

Trout fishing on the lough
remained good, particularly for
sonaghan, and Hugh McCloy
had an excellent bag of 14 fish
at the start of the month.
September has traditionally
been a good month for trout
fishing, with sonaghan
beginning to gather nearer their
spawning rivers prior to their
upstream migrations.   –
DAVY STINSON.

INAGH

FISHERY MANAGER Colin Folan
reports that by the end of
August the lough started to fish
better after a couple of slow
weeks. There were better runs
of fresh sea-trout and some
good brown trout. 

William Hamilton landed
three salmon to 7 lb, 20 sea-
trout and 20 browns for his
week. Eugene Nolan and Sean
Finnerty fished Inagh for a day
and boated ten sea-trout and

numerous browns to 1 lb 8 oz.
The total catch for August was
163 sea-trout and 200 brown
trout. The salmon fishing was
lean, however, with 17 fish
reported for the month and
most of them from the lake.
Best flies were Silver Daddies,
Dabblers and Green Peters. –
PAUL BOURKE.

MASK

KEVIN CROWLEY reports that
on the last weekend in August
Ronan Cusack fished with
regular visitor to Mask, Pete
Deighton. They fished wet- and
dry-flies and finished with five
fish over 13 inches with a best
fish of 2 lb. Torrential rain in
early September raised the
water level to what one would
expect in mid November.

On Sept 14 the two-day
Vintners’ Federation of Ireland
competition was fished by 128
competitors. Basil Shields won
with five fish for about 9 lb over
the two days. –
PAUL BOURKE.

MOY

MARKUS MULLER reports that
three weeks of flood conditions
meant little fishing was
possible. However, the Moy still
produced almost 200 salmon for
the first week in September,

with all fisheries but the tidal
section reporting catches. By
Sept 10 fishing on the river
picked up only slightly. Water
levels fell, with angling
conditions improving further but
angling effort was still low. One
hundred and thirty salmon were
reported for the second week of
September.  – PAUL BOURKE.

SHEELIN

BRENDA MONTGOMERY 
reports a quieter August, 
though there was some good 
sedge fishing on many evenings. 
Autumn is time for claret 
colours and the Claret Dabbler, 
Mallard and Claret, Claret 
Bumble, Claret George, Claret 
Connemara, Claret Stimulator 

and Claret and Olive 
have featured in some lovely 
Sheelin catches.  

Some great trout were 
reported in the first weeks of 
September. Most notable were 
Aidan Rush with a 4 lb 4 oz 
trout; Brian McAvinney, 
6 lb 8 oz, Mick Kelly, 5 lb-plus; 
Paul Burns, 5 lb 8 oz; and a trout 
of almost 7 lb caught by Pierce 
Boyle, Sussex, on Sept 20 at 
Stoney on a Claret George.  

Other catches included two 
trout of 3 lb 4 oz and 4 lb on on 
wet-flies for Greg Long, and four 
trout from 2 lb 8 oz-4 lb 8 oz on 
Dabblers for Paul McAvinney. 
Pat Burns landed two great 
trout at 5 lb 8 oz and 4 lb 8 oz on 
a Black Dabbler. Mark Davis 
caught four to 4 lb 8 oz on 
Dabblers, Bibios and a Detached 
Daddy. Paddy Brady landed a 
brace at 3 lb 8 oz and 4 lb on a 
Minkie and Claret Dabbler.  
George Taylor landed trout of 
2 lb 8 oz and 4 lb on a Dabbler 
and a Bibio.  – PAUL BOURKE.

NORTHERN 
IRELAND

SEPTEMBER WAS not the usual 
month for salmon anglers as the 
weather still behaved 
erratically. However, it seems 
that there are good numbers of 
fish well up our rivers though 
hard to catch. Though levels 
were reasonable on the 
Mourne during the first week, 
numbers recorded were low. 
Rain on the 11th saw a flood and 
fish were caught later that 
week when levels settled. On 
the Abercorn beats fish to 8 lb 
were caught, with a further 12 
the following week. On the 
Drumragh and Camowen around 
Omagh fish were seen in good 
numbers but few caught. 

The Faughan produced fish 
from mid August and it fished 
well for some weeks but seems 
to have tailed off in September. 

On the Roe September was 
described as “not great but OK”. 
Small numbers of fish were 
caught most days with good 
numbers on days when 
conditions improved. The 
number of fish through the 
counter stands at 1,866, but this 
is some 600 down on the 
same time last season. 

The Bush seems to have 
seen little effort and I have 
records only to Sept 10. At that 
stage four fish had been 
recorded. Three came off the 
Leap and the other from the 
Town stretch. 

Movanagher on the Lower 
Bann continues to produce big 
brown trout. Although salmon 
were taken by, among others, 
Mervyn Norris and Stephen 
Coulter, it was the trout that 
starred. Alastair Beg netted two 
trout at 8 lb and 10 lb while Tom 
Gillen’s best weighed 7 lb. This 
has been a very good year for 
these bigger trout. On the beat 
below, Culiff Rock, Stephen 
Young had one at 7 lb. 
Meanwhile Carnroe continued 
to add more salmon to its total. 
This stands at 343 for the 
season to date with 
September’s (at the 27th) 37. 
The list of successful rods 
included Peter Montgomery, 
Dermot Hegarty, who had three 
to 8 lb, Tony Lyle, Tommy 
Leacock, Willie Darragh, Ian 
Ramsey and Davy Millar. Portna 
saw Vincent O’Rourke with two 
to 8 lb, Paul McDonald 
at 12 lb, and regular John 
Crawford with three to 7 lb. This 
season has already seen a big 
leap in the number counted 
running up to Lough Neagh and 
its feeder waters. 
To date over 6,000 
have been recorded.

October will see the final 
weeks on the Foyle system and 
the back-end fishing on the 
east-coast rivers. – 
MICHAEL SHORTT.

Three weeks 
of  floods 
hamper 
Moy fishing



RIVER COLN 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COTSWOLDS

Contact 01285 643004 for more info

Two vacancies will be available for 
the 2016 season in a small syndicate 
who enjoy exclusive brown trout and 
KVE]PMRK� ½WLMRK� SR� XLMW� TVMZEXI� ERH�
well-maintained 1.5 mile stretch of the 
River Coln, situated in a beautiful and 
TIEGIJYP� 'SX[SPH� ZEPPI]� FIPS[� &MFYV]��
[LIVI� [MPHPMJI� MW� EFYRHERX��8LI� ½WLMRK�
has two attractive green oak huts and 
level banks throughout.

There are three different beats offering
ZEVMIH� ½WLMRK� STTSVXYRMXMIW� 8LI
JVMIRHP]� KVSYT� SJ� VSHW� IRNS] ER] HE]
access, and some members like to take
TEVX� MR� ZSPYRXIIV� TVSNIGXW�� MRGPYHMRK
regular invertebrate surveys, weed
GYXXMRK��ERH�VIHH�TVITEVEXMSR�8LI VMZIV
MW� S[RIV� WYTIVZMWIH�� ERH� EHZMGI ERH
LIPT� XS� RI[� QIQFIVW� [LS� VIUYMVI MX
is available.

LOWER ITCHEN FISHERY
Brown Trout, Salmon & Grayling
4 year average salmon 

catch: 205
On the River Itchen in Hampshire.

Season & Day Rods.
Corporate Days for 4-20 rods.

07885 175540 or 02380 814389
www.itchen-fishing.net

HPDLO��LQIR#LWFKHQ�ÀVKLQJ�QHW

Wainsford Fishery
 Cornwall
s�1UALITY�SELFCATERING�RIVERSIDE�COTTAGES�
WITHIN�PRIVATE�ESTATE�
s�4WO�MILES�OF�RIVER�&OWEY��
��MILES�FROM�THE�TIDE�
s�,ARGE�SEA�TROUT�FROM�!PRIL�
s0ROLIlC�PEAL�RUN�FROM�*UNE�
s�-AIN�3ALMON�RUN�/CTOBER�THROUGH�TO�
��TH�OF�$ECEMBER�

Phone 01208 821432 for brochure
www.wainsford.com
or email: irene@wainsford.com

WILD BROWNIES RIVER EDEN
24 miles of great water on the River Eden 
with an award winning family hotel and

¿VK UHVWDXUDQW

Tufton Arms Hotel, Market Square,

Appleby, Cumbria, 017683 51593

SPECIAL GUIDING/TUITION PACKAGES  

2 DAYS FOR TWO PEOPLE

Bed & Breakfast in the hotel with a days 
Fishing, Equipment. Guiding and Tuition 
for just £300. 4 Day Residential Courses,  

details: www.tuftonarmshotel.co.uk

WESTLAKE
FLY FISHING

Oxfordshire
Tuition in all aspects of fly fishing in

picturesque surroundings at the
beautiful Lockinge Fishery

Beginners foundation courses to
Spey casting and specialist

advanced techniques.
APGAI / STANIC / REFFIS

IAN HOCKLEY
Tel: 01235 227228

www.westlakeflyfishing.co.uk

Mobile Homes
Apartments
Season pitches

|★★★★|

www.belleekpark.com
Faranoo, Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland
T. +353 96 71533E.
E: stay@belleekpark.com

Destinations with 
a Difference

The Best Flyfishing in the Caribbean and Latin America
Tel:  +44 20 7351 3552

www.castawayflyfishing.net

CANADA BRITISH COLUMBIA
SKEENA REGION

RECORD STEELHEAD
5 SALMON SPECIES
AMAZING FISHING

Our Own Small Numbers
Well Equipped lodge

Without infl ated
Prices

Website: www.williams-creek-lodge.com

UK Contact
01243 587644
email hinchliff961@
btinternet.com

ATOL
6547

www.cubawelcome.com
Email: mike@cubawelcome.com

CUBA
Las Salinas

“Best bonefi shing
in the world”

NEW – SAN LAZARO
%RQHÀ�VK��SHUPLW��WDUSRQ��

*5$1'�6/$0

RIVER SPEY
Weiroch Lodge  Bal indalloch

Superb 4-star house adjacent Spey
middle reach. Sleeps 6-8. Stunning
private location. Fishing arranged.

01807 500797
www.weiroch.co.uk

FINAVON HOTEL
Finavon • By Forfar • Angus

DD8 3QE
Ideally situated for fishing
on the Rivers North and

South Esk
INFORMAL, FRIENDLY AND

COMFORTABLE HOTEL,
EXCELLENT FOOD.
Drying facilities available

B&B from £ÎÇ°xä pp (sharing)
Tel: 01307 850234

mail@finavonhotel.co.uk
www.finavonhotel.co.uk

DOLGELLAU
Country house/cottages, sleep 2-9.

Dolgellau, Penmaenpool 1 mile.
Private beat on river Wnion. Free permit

for 13 miles rivers Wnion and Mawddach.
Log fires, large garden.

WWW.HOLIDAYSINWALES.ORG.UK
TEL: 01341 423481

A substantial 4 bed detached
residence (with planning granted

to extend). Situated on the
banks of the famous

River Towy.

Sale includes 3 stretches with
8 salmon pools, 2.5 miles
from the market town of

Carmarthen.

Guide price £500,000
John Francis

01267 233111
 carmarthen@johnfrancis.co.uk

THE WELSH DEE
All method tuition & guiding for

salmon,trout, sea-trout & grayling,
including long trotting. 

Spey casting a speciality.
Why not learn to fish 
TENKARA style? 

FLIES FOR YOU !
Rare or latest patterns tied to order -
now including a TENKARA selection.

Top quality & delivery time.

LOUIS NOBLE APGAI
Tel: 01978 312443, 07812 833068

e: gameangling@aol.com
www.advancedschoolofgameangling.co.uk

ANGLING AUCTIONS
Auction of Fishing Tackle & Related Items

on Saturday 2nd April 2016
SALE INCLUDES

Approx. 650 lots of vintage and modern tackle,
FDVHG ÀVK� WURSKLHV� DUW DQG ERRNV�

7R EH KHOG DW�
7KH *UDQG +DOO� &KLVZLFN 7RZQ +DOOV� +HDWKÀHOG 7HUUDFH� /RQGRQ :�

)RU IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQWDFW� Neil Freeman, Angling Auctions,
�� %DVHSRLQW� 3UHPLHU:D\� 5RPVH\� +DQWV� 62�� �$4

7HO� ����� �������0RELOH� ����� ������

ZZZ�DQJOLQJ�DXFWLRQV�FRP
(PDLO� QHLO#DQJOLQJDXFWLRQV�GHPRQ�FR�XN

&DWDORJXHV� ������������� E\ SRVW
The UK’s leading specialist angling auction

DROWES FISHERY
/LAREEN ESTATE

Home to some of Ireland’s finest
salmon fishing

Weekend and weekly fishing & 
accommodation packages available
www.drowessalmonfishery.com

SALMON LOBWORMS 
Fresh picked and toughened 
����/2%6���������

TROUT DENDROS Xtra Tough 
½kg DENDROS £17.50 

Prices incl VAT & 1st Class Post 

7200<�72362,/�

www.wormbait.co.uk �

�������������

RIVER TEST
FISHING ON THE WORLD FAMOUS

BROADLANDS ESTATE
Trout & Salmon 

Day rods available 
Single or group bookings

Further details contact:
Neil Freeman

Tel. 01794 518076/07785 281349
email: neil@broadlandsfishing.com
ZZZ�EURDGODQGVÀVKLQJ�FRP

��ORCHARD COTTAGE��
++++ ETB inspected

Sea Trout/Salmon/Grayling
1-3 rods available

www.till-fishing.co.uk
Email: fish@till-fishing.co.uk
Enquiries to Lucy Carroll Tel 01890 883060

Daytime 07974 416692 Mobile

24th September 3lb grilse from 
the Pulpit - size 16 double

NORTHUMBERLAND



WANTED
Hardy fishing tackle, old and modern,

also other makes of old tackle.

STRATHMORE
FISHING TACKLE

Please telephone 

01786 823361 or email

strathmoretackle@gmail.com

Jon 07919 444020

Joe 07770 696389

RIVER GOYT

Bransford Game Fisheries,

Hill End Farm, Station Road,

Bransford, Worcs. WR6 5JJ

A range of Jungle Cock capes
available from our domestic flocks.
Prices range from £30 (ungraded) to
£60 (super quality). Visitors welcome.

All major cards accepted.

JUNGLE
COCK

CAPES

Tel:  01905 830157
Fax: 01905 831810

Website: 
www.bransfordgame.com

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

The Timsbury Fishery, River Test, Hampshire

ÀVKHULHV4sale.com 01206 216 555

For
Sale

Shares available in 
River Test Fishery
O   Rare opportunity to acquire 

shares on over 1.5 miles 

RI�ULYHU�7HVW�À�VKLQJ�
O  Access to main river and 

FDUULHUV��)LVKHU\�ORGJH�
O 2QO\���VKDUHV�UHPDLQLQJ�

EVERYMAN GHILLIE

SERVICES Scotland-wide ghillie

services, salmon fishing 

instruction from a qualified 

teacher and occasional courses 

- Contact Bill Cottle - 

BILL@EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

MOBILE-07748 002797 

WWW.EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

Vintage Tackle,
Hardy Reels and Accessories,

Allcocks, Illingworth, Farlows Reel etc.
Valuations undertaken

Roger Still, “Acorns”, Gt. Barton,
Suffolk, IP31 2NY. Tel: 01359 231726

Mobile: 07860 313646
Email:roger@stillfishing.com

www.stillfishing.com

WANTED
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Sniffing the wind
Champion caster Giles Catchpole defends his title

N
OW I EXPECT
that you are all
wondering how
the casting
competitions
went during

the course of the summer.
If you are coming to this page

for the first time you probably
won’t be wondering that at all. In
fact you will be wondering what I
am on about. Well, don’t worry,
quite a lot of readers spend a good
deal of their time on this page
wondering what I am on about, so
you are in good company. The
point is this: for the last six years I
have won the casting competition
at my local game fair. Actually
that is a bit of an over-statement
because the fair only takes place
every other year so I have won the
casting competition three times
in the last six years. But that is
still quite a cool record, I reckon.
Especially when you consider that most of my
bankside casting ends up in a tree.

When I get to the show, however, I seem to have
a knack. In fact, it isn’t a knack, it is a technique.  
Which is to thrash and flail the water to a foam  
while shouting, “Bullseye!” at the adjudicator  
at the top of my voice.

Anyoldhow, by whatever means, whether 
technique, gamesmanship or just blind luck I have 
come away from the last three fairs with prizes. 
Several bottles of barbecue sauce, one of whisky and  
a trout line, which, unless I am
much mistaken, was taped to the
front of this very magazine back
in the days when there were
things like free offers about
the place. 

So, it was full of hope and boyish expectation that
we piled into the car and set out for the commodious
country house that was hosting this year’s event. My
brother-in-law sniffed the wind and said, “I don’t rate 
that breeze. I reckon that’ll be well in your face if the 
platform’s in the usual place.” 

“Might have to adapt the old technique,” added his 
son, my nephew and a bit of an angler himself, 
“upstream wind, could be looking at a Snap T 
situation perhaps.”        

This advice was supplemented by a good deal more 
of the same by the time we had settled into the vice 
presidents’ car park but I was relaxed. After all, we 
had the whole day ahead of us and there was no 
burning need to enter the fray the minute we arrived. 

The key to the whole operation is, 
after all, to bide one’s time and 
keep watching the weather and 
when the breeze does fall away, as 
it might do about tea-time or just 
before the huge storm or whatever, 
to sprint down the lake and slap in 
a quick and dirty personal best 
while the going is good before 
sauntering back at chucking-out 
time to collect the ill-gotten gains.   

The day, however, did not really 
go as planned. We strolled and 
sauntered about the various stalls 
and bought a few of the things that 
one buys at game fairs. Dog leads, 
three for a fiver. You can never 
have too many of those. Salmon 
flies at a quid a pop? Let me at 
them. Spot of lunch and a couple of 
glasses with friends here and there 
to grease the elbow. We watched 
the parade of hounds. And all the 
time the wind kept up a steady 
pace, which had ladies alternately 

clamping down their hats or their frocks. So we went 
and looked at the rows of vintage cars and watched 
some sheep being sheared and we all entered our 
dogs in the all-comers’ scurry to varying degrees of 
hilarity and unsuccess. The hilarity being on the part 
of the audience there assembled and the unsuccess 
being any of us trying to get our dogs to retrieve one 
dummy from behind the tree and another from the 
reeds without stopping for a pee en route or snaffling 
the whole bucketful of dummies from behind the bale 
where the chucker had hidden them or emerging 

from the reeds, as my dog did, 
with a very dead coot and the 
smile of a dog that knows that 
he has exceeded not just his 
instructions but the expectations 
of everybody watching and 

what, might he ask, was all the fuss about now?
And still it blew.
And so just before we left we assembled beside the 

lake and enquired as to the current situation in the 
casting competition. A tweedy bloke from the Salmon 
& Trout Association pursed his lips, “I’m afraid,” he 
intoned, “that we have been obliged to cancel the 
competition because of the weather conditions. It’s 
Health & Safety gone mad, of course, but there we are.”

What I said was, “Oh dear, what a frightful shame. 
No prizes then. Better luck next time? Well, best be 
getting on. Toodle pip!”   

What I thought was, “Still champion! Still 
undefeated! Four on the trot!”

In case you were wondering. 

“The smile of a dog that knows 
he has exceeded expectations”
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Dunkeld House on the River Tay     Ghillie: Gordon Pollock

facebook.com/Shakespeare.UKShakespeareFishingTV

Length Pieces Casting 
Weight

Ideal Head 
Weight/Length RRP

ORACLE SPEY

12ft 4 7/8# 40g/48ft £114.99

13ft 4 8/9# 44g/53ft £119.99

14ft 4 9/10# 48g/56ft £124.99

15ft 4 10/11# 52g/60ft £129.99

ORACLE SCANDI

12ft 9in 4 8# 32g/39ft £129.99

13ft 9in 4 9# 36g/40ft £139.99

14ft 9in 4 10# 40g/42ft £149.99

ORACLE 
EXPEDITION 

FLY

12ft 9in 6 8# 44g/52ft £139.99

13ft 9in 6 9# 48g/56ft £149.99

14ft 9in 6 10# 52g/60ft £159.99

ORACLE SKAGIT 12ft 9in 4 9# 36g/23ft £129.99

ORACLE 
EXPEDITION  

SWITCH

11ft 6 7/8# 25g/33ft £89.99

11ft 6 8/9# 27g/33ft £89.99

ORACLE 
SWITCH

11ft 4 7/8# 25g/33ft £89.99

11ft 4 8/9# 27g/33ft £89.99



Wraith with SINTRIX® 550 technology generates incredible line speed and unprecedented 

tip recovery for the longest of casts, yet retains a degree of line control and feel 

that is nigh on impossible to translate into words. Load one up and hold on.

www.hardyfishing.com

Hardy Wraith

CARBON FIBRE ADRENALINE FOR WHEN  

FAST JUST ISN’T FAST ENOUGH.


