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  UTILISING SONIC 2.0 FABRIC WELDING TECHNOLOGY, AESIS™ SONIC WADERS ARE MAXIMIZED   

  FOR DURABILITY WITH PUNCTURE RESISTANT 5-LAYER SHELL FABRIC ON THE LOWER WADER   

  AND 4-LAYER ON THE UPPER TO ENHANCE BREATHABILITY. FUNCTIONAL FROM TOP TO BOTTOM,   

  ALONG WITH THE CORE INS REMOVABLE INSULATION SYSTEM, MAKE AESIS™ SONIC WADERS   

  THE MOST VERSATILE WADING SYSTEM AVAILABLE.   

YOUR LONG‑TERM 
FORECAST?
RELIABILITY.

  DOUBLE SONIC WELD FOR ADDED   

  WATERPROOF SEAM PERFORMANCE   

  WITHOUT THE USE OF THOUSANDS OF   

  STITCH HOLES   

  DURABLE, PUNCTURE RESISTANT 5-LAYER SHELL   

  FABRIC ON THE LEG AND SEAT. HIGHLY BREATHABLE,   

  4-LAYER UPPER PROVIDES MAXIMUM SWEAT   

  VAPOUR TRANSFER   

GOT TO KNOW MORE. WWW.HODGMAN.COM
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We are proud to announce a new chapter in the Glasgow Angling Centre story! 

Edinburgh Angling Centre will service anglers in east central Scotland, the Borders, 

the Kingdom of Fife and beyond!  The new store is packed with the same huge range 

of fi shing tackle, clothing and accessories that you fi nd in the Glasgow store, covering 

all types of angling including Game, Sea, Predator and Coarse fi shing.

FREE POSTAGE 
ON ORDERS OVER
FREE POSTAGE£50

*UK MAINLAND ONLY/glasgowanglingcentre

JOIN US ONLINE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE LATEST OFFERS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

/glasgowangling blog.fi shingmegastore.com
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GAME FISHING

GLASGOW ANGLING CENTRE 

UNIT 1 THE POINT RETAIL PARK,

29 SARACEN STREET, GLASGOW, G22 5HT

TELEPHONE: 0141 212 8880

WWW.FISHINGMEGASTORE.COM

CALL FOR 

OUR FREE

CATALOGUES

TROUT FLY RODS
The simple, elegant Daiwa Trout Fly rod delivers performance 

and quality at a baffl  ingly good price. The 3pc carbon blank 

sports a crisp medium fast action, and comes i a selection of 

sizes to cover most freshwater, single handed applications.

Code Length AFTM Pcs RRP Now

DW7287 8ft #4 3 £39.99 £29.99

DW7288 8ft 6 #5 3 £39.99 £29.99

DW6004 9ft #6 3 £39.99 £29.99

DW6005 9ft 6 #7 3 £39.99 £29.99

DW6006 10ft #7 3 £39.99 £29.99sizes to cover most freshwater, single handed applications.

NEW

REACH DH FLY RODS

The superbly versatile Reach series of Double Handed 
fl y rods from Guideline deliver crisp action and fantastic 
casting ability and performance at an incredible price.

Tel: 0141 212 8880     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling 

Centre

Unit 1, The Point 

Retail Park

29 Saracen Street

Glasgow G22 5HT

The team from Mackenzie DTX have teamed up with Professor Gary Savage, 
former Formula One World Team Champion and one of the world’s leading 
experts in carbon and composites to bring to market what has to be regarded 
as the most advanced fl y rod ever made! With Professor Savage’s help, Scott 
Mackenzie and his team have designed and built a world fi rst - a fl y rod 
incorporating a new super material called Graphene! 
The rods themselves are made in the UK, and feature the very best 
craftsmanship and fi ttings money can buy! Top grade Portuguese cork handles 
have been specially chosen and are made to a length and style to allow casters 
of all styles and abilities to use the rod in comfort.

FX1 GRAPHENE FLY RODS

Code Length Pcs AFTM Price

MC0067 13ft 4 #8 £949.00

MC0068 14ft 4 #9 £975.00

MC0069 15ft 4 #10 £999.00

NEW

Code Length AFTM Pcs RRP Our Price

GC2774 13ft 7 #9/10 4 £279.99 £180.00

GC2775 14ft 8 #10/11 4 £289.99 £200.00
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Edinburgh
City Centre

10 minutes

Forth
Road Bridge

15 minutes Bus routes
from City Centre:

24, 37, 47

Edinburgh
NOW OPEN!

Edinburgh Angling Centre

Unit E

65 West Harbour Road

Granton Retail Park

Edinburgh EH5 1PW

Tel: 0131 202 6351     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

This highly versatile jerking and diving crankbait sports an action and look in 
the water that’s irresistible to fresh and saltwater predators alike!
Top notch features include internal rattles for maximum attraction, balanced 
weight for optimum casting accuracy and performance and a super tough 
lip for an intense diving action in the water. Available in a choice of striking 
colour patterns, each rigged with 3x super sharp size #6 VMC treble hooks.

TELE ONETEN LURESstillwater Code Colour RRP Price

QL0089 Akatori £9.99 £7.99

QL0090 Amago £9.99 £7.99

QL0091 Iwana £9.99 £7.99

QL0092 Tiger £9.99 £7.99

QL0093 Wakin £9.99 £7.99

QL0094 Wakasaki £9.99 £7.99

QL0095 Kinkuru £9.99 £7.99

Code Length AFTM Pcs RRP Now

GR1808 12ft #7 4 £349.99 £200.00

GR1809 12ft #9 4 £349.99 £200.00

GR1810 13ft #8 4 £359.99 £220.00

XF2 ‘S’ SERIES DH RODS

The XF2 “S” Series is the perfect choice for those who feel they 
would like to venture into the world of short head lines and 
shooting heads, and are seeking the correct tool for the job but 
don’t want to go back to casting school.

ULTRALITE CLS
•  Centralised twin Rulon disc drag for smooth, powerful line control
•  Large arbour design for rapid retrieval and minimal line memory
•  Large backing capacities
•  6061 bar stock aerospace grade aluminium construction, fully anodised
•  Tool-less conversion from left to right hand wind
•  Modifi ed polycarbonate spools with captive release

Code Model Capacity RRP Now

HR1694 9000 WF11 + 130m £249.00 £125.00

50%
OFF!

RUTLAND BOAT SEAT
Many stillwater boat anglers consider a boat seat to be an essential piece of kit for a day afl oat, and the now 
legendary Rutland Boat Seat comfortably meets the needs of most fl y fi shermen. We have worked closely with 
the designer and manufacturer of the original Rutland Boat Seat to bring you this new updated version! The 
new model has all the features the old one had, but now includes a carry case, an improved low fl ash anodised 
fi nish and stainless rivets throughout to increase durability.

It is constructed of strong, lightweight box section aluminium, with wooden reinforcement to eliminate 
bending. It has a vinyl covered padded seat and backrest to make a long day on a boat a far more comfortable 
experience. A handy tray keeps fl y boxes, tippet and all your other bits and bobs close to hand. The carry 
case is now included and has room for not only the seat but your drogue, lifejackets and other boat fi shing 
essentials as well as a space for a couple of rod tubes, making the journey from car to boat a much easier task!

Dimensions: 21cm wide, extends from 118cm to 188cm.

INTRODUCTORY PRICE

£199.99

RE0591

RRP: £249.99

NEW

stillwater

21cm wide, extends from 118cm to 188cm.

FREE BOAT
SEAT BAG
RRP: £24.99

This useful Tying Light from Stillwater folds down to a compact size and 
features a range of options to make it superbly versatile for any tying bench. 
The super bright LED light can be switched between Yellow light, White 
light or a blend of both, all with 5 brightness setting, letting you tailor the 
light for the precise environment around you. 

3-IN-1 LED FLY TYING LAMPstillwater

£39.99

FIH0081AA

RRP: £64.99
NEW

of all styles and abilities to use the rod in comfort.

SERIES FLY RODS
The ONE rod is the fi rst precision casting instrument 
to take advantage of Sage’s groundbreaking 
Konnetic™ technology. The ONE off ers exceptional 
tracking with virtually no lateral or torsional 
movement, resulting in astonishing casting 
accuracy that is unparalleled in the marketplace.

Code Length AFTM Pcs RRP Now

SG0688 11ft 6 #7 4 £829.00 £580.00

SG0689 11ft 6 #8 4 £829.00 £580.00

Switch Rods

Code Length AFTM Pcs RRP Now

SG0693 12ft 6 #7 4 £919.00 £643.00

SG0695 13ft 6 #8 4 £919.00 £643.00

SG0696 14ft #9 4 £919.00 £643.00

SG0697 13ft #10 4 £919.00 £643.00

SG0698 15ft #10 4 £919.00 £643.00

Double Hand Rods

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  •  FREE PARKING  •  CASTING POOL

SALE
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there’s an
option for
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“Where is it? I scan the  
water to see the remnants  

of the rise. It doesn’t appear 
again. That’s typical…”

Andrew Flitcroft reflects on the change of seasons and 
the prospect of some wonderful sport to come

I
T’S 7.30 PM ON 
September 6 and I’m  
sat at Green Bank on 
Rutland Water’s North 
Arm. I thought I’d write 
my letter here because 

the season is about to change and 
what better way to celebrate it 
than to sit outside by water and 
take in the wonder of it all. This 
morning, at home, there was the 
first sign of condensation on the 
windows, a sure sign that 
autumn is finally upon us. 

There’s not a fisherman in sight. 
This evening it’s dry, almost 
breathless and uncomfortably 
warm. It’s going to be yet another 
unbearable muggy night –  
18 deg C, they say. As I look out 
over the water there’s just enough 
movement in the air to sustain an 
oily ripple. There are even “smoke 
plumes” of buzzers in the treetops, 
which I associate with early 
season, as well as clusters of  
sedge flitting about the marginal 
grasses that are silhouetted 
against a building sunset.  
It sounds perfect, doesn’t it?  
Well, it is for just sitting still  
and watching. It’s hopeless for 
fishing. I’ve left the rod at home. 

Earlier or later in the season,  
I would kill for an evening like 
this. I love a flat calm when fishing 
from the bank, especially when 
dusk is approaching and the big 
trout are on the move. But it’s a 
while since that happened and for 
the past month or so the dog days 
of summer have taken their toll. 
I’ve just taken the water temperature: it’s 65 deg F 
(nearly 18 deg C). Cold-blooded trout won’t feed in 
water that hot, which may go some way to explaining 
my recent failures. In the past month I’ve fished here 
twice off the bank and twice off the boat and I’ve 
blanked each time. I wouldn’t mind, but only a week 
or so ago I was fishing with someone who’d paid a 
reasonable amount of money in an auction to fish 
with me here. Sadly, neither of us had a single  
take. I feel like I failed him.

I look up at the water and things are changing 
rapidly. The light is fading quickly and only the 

ripples of grazing swans break the 
mirrored surface. Then I see a rise 
or is it a grebe? I wait and 30 
seconds later a bird pops up with  
a flickering prize in its mouth – 
maybe a roach or perch fry – they 
are both here, in vast numbers. 
Then I hear it, the unmistakable 
noise of a fish rising. Where is it?  
I scan the water to see the 
remnants of the rise. It doesn’t 
appear again. That’s typical of 
trout on Rutland this year: they 
rise once, you’re poised to cover 
them, and then they disappear.  
It’s a guessing game when, where 
and if they will move again.

Farmer John Griffin drives past 
and beeps his horn, as usual.  
He’s doing his evening rounds, 
supposedly checking his sheep, 
but his rod – with three nymphs – 
is strapped to the roof. He’ll be 
back before dark and home in 
time for his G&T and a slice of 
cucumber. He’s the oracle of who’s 
fishing where and what’s been 
caught… but he’s had very little  
to report of late.

There’s a buzzer on my laptop 
screen. It’s olive, I think (the 
colour is fading), about a size 12. 
Others start landing on me, 
attracted by the light of my screen. 
Geese fly over, five of them, and 
then another two, low – off into the 
sunset, which is now yellow. I’m 
waiting for that hunter of the 
night, the nocturnal brownie, but 
there is no sign. Maybe I’ll see an 
otter. I’ve seen one here before and 
it caught a trout, right in front of 

me. If I had a rod in my hand I’d be casting a red Bits 
into the reflection of the setting sun, but I haven’t and 
it’s not yet time. But there is now hope. The harvest is 
over and as I hear the soulful sound of the geese going 
out to graze on what grain is left, I feel a sudden and 
welcome chill. That magic moment will be with us 
again soon. It will come with the wind and the rain. 
As the weed rolls up on to the shore and the trout start 
feeding again, I will be there.

I must go now. I have salmon flies to tie. Terriers,  
to be precise. It’s a new fly, briefly successful, but not 
enough to share… yet. Scotland is calling.
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Wish you were here?
Upper Kinnaird, River Tay 

The famous Upper Kinnaird beat on the middle Tay lies just above the junction with 

the River Tummel. It has 13 named pools on the Tay with harling from the boat and 

some fly water, as well as two pools on the Tummel. A well-appointed fishing hut 

(stove, toilet, wi-fi) provides comfort during the day, and a gillie is available to offer 

good advice. Late-spring and autumn usually offer the best chance of a fish, though 

salmon enter the beat from the start of the season.

Booking: Day-tickets are £20-£70. Up to six rods. Contact the Kinnaird Estate 

directly. Tel: 01796 482 831. E-mail: fishing@kinnairdestate.com Or contact FishPal.  

Tel: 01573 470 612. Web: fishpal.com
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HEY SAY THERE is a time and a place  
for everything. With fly-fishing that 
perfect time is usually while drifting a 
loch in a rolling wave under a leaden 
sky or a soft, dull day on a salmon river 
that’s falling after a spate. When the  
TV weatherman points to highs of  
25 deg C, a cloudless sky and the 
slightest whiff of a breeze we fly-fishers 
huff, throw down our rods and attend  
to less meaningful tasks. But on this 

occasion, 25 deg C and a near flat calm were  
perfect – or so we were told. After numerous 
postponements this was just what we needed  
for our jaunt to the North Pennines.

Richard and I bit the bullet and headed off up the 
A1, taking the usual left turn at Scotch Corner. To us, 
the A66 to Penrith is the gateway to fly-fishing heaven 
on the Solway rivers, and without fail the excitement 
builds as we head west. We often judge our fate by 
eyeing the water levels in the River Greta below the 
road. But this time our journey along it was short-
lived. We took a right turn to Barnard Castle, scoffed 
bacon-and-egg baps in Middleton-in-Teesdale, and 
studied the swollen, dark-toffee-coloured River Tees 
around High Force. The temptation of the Tees  
would be greater another time: we climbed higher, 
through hill fog, over rushing burns, cattle grids  
and past wet sheep until we reached the  
car park at Cow Green Reservoir.

T
P H O T O G R A P H Y:  R O B  D E N S O N

Trout from the high fells
Andrew Flitcroft fishes for wild brownies along a path less travelled 

around Cow Green Reservoir in the North Pennines
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Rob Denson, whose aim was to capture the 
proceedings in glorious technicolor, was mid-brew.  
It was his Cow Green initiation, too, but between us 
we’d gathered a little wisdom from friends and 
judging by the conditions, we’d timed our visit 
perfectly. With tea and walnut cake finished, a teasing 
ripple prompted us to set up floating lines and casts 
of small black flies.

Cow Green is England’s highest reservoir, 480m 
above sea level. The site is an AONB (Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty), part of which is a 
National Nature Reserve, a home to rare alpine 
plants. To the east, between the former boathouse and 
the dam, Widdybank Fell is managed by Natural 
England and is out of bounds to anglers and walkers. 

To the north, Moor House Nature Reserve with its 
acid grassland, moorland and blanket bog stretches 
to the distant ridgeline of Little Dun Fell, Cross  
Fell and the golf ball-shaped air-traffic control  
station on Great Dunn Fell, the highest fell in the 
Pennines (848m).

It is an imposing landscape, yet while the dark 
peaty waters of the reservoir offer little in the way of 

“A teasing ripple prompted us to  
set up floating lines and casts of  

small black flies”

A B OV E  
Andrew and 
Richard set off 
for a day’s fishing 
(and hiking) 
around Cow 
Green Reservoir 
in Teesdale.
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insect life, the grassland, bog and moor support a 
feast of terrestrials, which the trout rely on. The catch 
logbook found behind the green door of the former 
boathouse reveals the successful patterns and the 
likely size of the trout. Entries from the previous day 
included ten-strong baskets of wild brownies up to  
12 in, caught on Black & Peacock Spiders and Clan 
Chiefs. Cow Green trout are truly wild: descendants of 
those that swam the burns before the reservoir was 
built. But they are not big: a 1 lb fish is a great fish, 
while 6 in-10 in fish are the norm.

Rob had been tipped off that the bigger ones may be 
found on the west shore at the opposite side of the 
reservoir, and at the main inlet, which was 
somewhere to the north. It didn’t look too far given 
the favourable weather, so we prepared for the trek in 

shirts instead of fleeces and wellies instead of 
waders, carrying packs with water, sun-cream  
and more cake. 

The north end of the reservoir was out of sight, but 
we could see the dam so that’s where we headed along 
the tarmac road through Widdybank Fell. Curlew 
piped and red grouse were flushed from the heather, 
which was alive with fly. There were small buzzers, 
daddy long-legs, flying ants and some odd-looking 
creatures that I suspect only a keen-eyed entomologist 
could identify. What looked like big buzzers turned 
out to be heather flies with dangling red-and-black 
legs. We’d been told they might appear, but we hadn’t 
expected so many.

It was en route that Rob told me about his bad knee 
and the brace that would be fitted in hospital the next 
day. As we rounded the dam and headed north, we 
stepped along the shoreline. The going was good-to-
soft on the gravel patches, squelching in the mud and 
lumpy among the rocks. We took to the natural bank 
to make haste. Here we traipsed through wet bog, 
peat and heather, but the yomp was broken by 
frequent spells of rising trout. They came in spurts – 
some small dimples, others splashy, and the odd one 
that brought us to a halt.

We found them willing for the first few casts. After 
that, they’d become increasingly difficult and 
eventually go down. Make the first few casts count 
and move on. Richard took fish on a black Hopper and 
a foam Beetle fished on a two-fly cast, while I’d 
changed to a dry-fly after missing a handful of takes 
on a retrieved Bibio and Zulu combination. I slowed 
things down and started to connect. A change to a 

A B OV E 
Insects are 
stirred from 
from the 
heather as 
Richard and 
Andrew make 
tracks.  

A B OV E R IG H T 
Fish the points 
and bays where 
terrestrials are 
trapped in 
calmer water.  

Typical Cow Green patterns, all with a black theme (left to right): foam Beetle, 
Sedgehog, Hopper, Seal’s Fur Pennell and Invicta variant.

W I L D  T R O U T  I N  T H E  P E N N I N E S  
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Ginked-up claret Sedgehog with little or no  
retrieve then took most of my share of the Pennines’  
finest scrappers, all within 20 ft of the bank. It paid  
to stand back from the water’s edge, but grit from  
the fly-line soon made it into my reel. If you have  
a line tray, take it with you.

Fish could be found anywhere, but the points, bays 
and calm margins where fly congregated were the 
most productive areas. Richard was the first to catch 
a better-than-average fish of around 12 in, a trout 
typical of a hill loch – lean and mean, yet with a cloak 
of great beauty. 

As we made our  
way north the size and 
number of fish increased. 
The number of bays 
increased, too. Point after 
point, fish after fish and 
hour after hour ticked by. 
The north end of the reservoir was still out of sight as 
we reached what we thought was the halfway mark. It 
was 4 pm and five hours of walking over mud and 
moor in scorching heat was taking its toll. The rests 
were getting more frequent. 

Richard – a keen hill walker – tried to distract us 
from rising fish, concerned that we may not make it 
back to the car before dark. I sensed the urgency in 
his voice so we made tracks, past rising trout, over 
more streams and more heather and bog, while 
catching the odd trout on the hoof. Then the wind 
dropped and the inevitable happened. Midges! I’d 
just come back from the mosquito-infested Kola 
Peninsula, and I tell you that I would rather run 

“As we made our way north 
the size and number of   

fish increased”

naked across the Russian tundra covered in jam than 
be attacked by these beasties, which despite all efforts 
(DEET repellant and a midge net) were incessant.

Rob was becoming frustrated: “What’s the point  
of midges? They have no purpose in life. The fish 
don’t eat them.”

A few yards further on, again he said, “What’s  
the point in them?”

I had to admit they seemed to have been  
sent to annoy us.

I have reached the age where I need reading glasses 
and without them tying 
on a fly is a thankless 
task. Imagine trying to do 
it with hands and net 
black with midges. Why is 
it that in such situations 
you can’t find your 
spectacles, despite 

knowing you used them only minutes ago? Staying 
still wasn’t an option, so I broke into a walk, and then 
a trot – still trying to get the leader through the eye of 
my fly. The midges eventually broke me: I bit off the 
leader, wound in and legged it after Richard and Rob 
who had leapfrogged ahead of me. 

I’ve only walked a few hills in my time and I 
remember that feeling of reaching a ridge only to find 
another, and then another, to climb. Our walk around 
Cow Green was the same. Each bay we fished and 
conquered led to another climb and descent into 
another bay. And another. Like John Mills in Ice Cold 

in Alex, we dreamt of ice-cold beer and soldiered on 
until, over the umpteenth ridge, we sensed an end.  

A B OV E  
Richard got off 
to the better 
start with a 
static black and 
red Hopper and 
foam Beetle 
combination.
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W I L D  T R O U T  I N  T H E  P E N N I N E S  

A good Cow Green trout taken on  
a Claret Sedgehog retrieved slowly.  
To avoid hooking too many small 
brownies try fishing a bigger fly (a 12 
rather than a 14 or 16), which the small 
fish will find more difficult to take.   

Richard braves a  
midge-infested inlet 

where the upper Tees  
tumbles into the reservoir.
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A victory! Of sorts. There in front of us was the  
inlet we had been searching for. And we would  
have fished this hotspot, had it not been for the low 
sun and another midge attack, this time on Richard 
and Rob, who had momentarily stopped to capture  
a cast on camera. 

We looked for a crossing point. But this was no 
small inlet – this was a river, the upper Tees, in fact, 
which recent rain had blackened and lifted. We made 
tentative attempts, but its peatiness masked its depth. 
We were wearing only wellingtons and following a 
slip by Richard, who fell on rocks and his rod 
(mercifully, not broken), we were forced upstream  
in the wrong direction. We eventually found a 
shallower section to cross, but this added half an hour  
to our journey. If the upper Tees were in spate we 
would have been in trouble.

The cars were still an hour away, so we left the 
reservoir and its magical bays and headed off-piste in 
search of a high road we’d spotted earlier in the day. 
By now we were shattered, beaten and no longer 
together – we prayed the next brow would reveal 
tarmac. We fell on it suddenly at a break in the 
heather. We were out of water, cake and words, but the 
going was at last firm and within half an hour we 
were stripping off sweat-soaked clothes and sitting  
in the comfort of our cars.

I think we were guilty of being over-ambitious 
rather than under-prepared. Walking around Cow 
Green had taken almost ten hours, with a fair bit of it 
walking rather than fishing. Tackling the whole 
reservoir is probably not a good idea for most fishers. 
You will have to ford the river and if it’s in spate that 
won’t be possible; it’s too dangerous. Had any of us 
turned an ankle on the south shore, if alone, we might 
have needed rescue and there is almost no phone 
signal. So my advice: keep to the north shore, unless 
young, experienced, fit and/or fishing with others, 
and pick a clear, mild day with a breeze to keep the 
midges at bay. You’ll then witness the shadows of 
clouds chasing across the beautiful hilltops, hear  
the haunting curlew, and enjoy some wonderful  
dry-fly and wet-fly fishing for some stunning  
wild-as-wild-can-be brown trout. 

Not bad for less than a tenner.  

Season: March 22-September 30.
Tickets: Day permits (full, £9; concessionary £7) are available to buy 
from Grassholme visitor centre only. Call 01833 641 121 (lines are open 
Monday to Friday, 9 am until 5 pm). Permits can also be bought in 
advance using your debit or credit card by calling the same number. 
Tickets also available through Fishpal on 01573 470 612; www.fishpal.
com/England/Stillwaters/CowGreen  There is a 12-fish catch limit and 
fish under 10 in must be returned.
Facilities: There are no public toilets at Cow Green and we had no 
mobile phone signal. You must sign in at the former boathouse below 
the car park on arrival and sign out on departure, giving details of your 
catch. Adverse weather can create safety hazards, especially early 
and late in the season. If in doubt, please contact Grassholme Visitor 
Centre before leaving home. In such conditions, fishing will take place 
at the discretion of the duty ranger.

Tickets and advice

One on a Beetle. The trout’s colouring varies considerably.

The small burns that empty into Cow Green offer cooling relief on a hot day’s trek.

INLET

DAM

CAR 
PARK

BOATHOUSE

WIDDYBANK
FELL

COW GREEN 
RESERVOIR
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P H O T O G R A P H Y:  T O B Y  C O E

A river on the rise
Toby Coe investigates rumours of big trout  

on the restored River Irwell
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I
T CAN BE difficult to feel hopeful for the 
environmental and ecological future of the 
fragile planet on which we reside. As 
temperatures continue to rise, species die at 
a rate generally observed in mass extinction 
events and habitat destruction around the 

world marches on, one could be forgiven for thinking 
that as a species, we are seeking to destroy all that so 
many of us hold dear. 

However, there is still a ray of hope. Many people 
are working hard to reverse the ravages of the past 

and create positive environmental change. This is 
particularly noticeable in some of our river systems, 
which were often previously treated as little more 
than open sewers and which are now being  
improved and restored by organisations that are 
often headed by anglers. 

Within the UK, the legacy of our industrial past on 
many rivers was horrendous. Polluted, impounded, 
dredged and straightened, they were turned into a 
shadow of their natural glory. One such river was  
the Irwell, which flows through Manchester before 

John Polding fishes 
a likely looking hole 
on the River Irwell.
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becoming the Manchester Ship Canal. Biologically 
dead in the first half of the 20th century, it is now 
recovering to become something of an urban gem. 

I first caught wind of the river a couple of years ago, 
when I saw a pixelated photo of a huge brown trout 
while browsing the Internet. Huge, like most 
superlatives (and “literally”) is overused these days, 
however this trout was New Zealand huge –  
27 in long and likely around 7 lb. Caught on  
a tiny tributary of the Irwell, it was the kind of fish 
that some people expend vast amounts of time  
and money trying to catch. 

My interest was piqued and, this summer, in the 
midst of the July heat-wave, I arranged to meet the 
trout’s captor Mike Duddy. We met at Springwater 
Park, an urban oasis with the Irwell flowing through 
the middle of it and one of the stretches of water 
available to members of the Salford Friendly Anglers 
Society (SFAS), of which Mike is a trustee. This 
angling club has a long history, having originally 
been set up as a financial society in 1817 – a society 
into which its members paid and in return received 
benefits like healthcare and financial support in 
desperate times. Essential in an era where the NHS 
and social welfare were non-existent. For a few 
decades, the society even ran its own pub, until a 
financial crisis in the late 1890s saw it deemed 
financially unstable and the pub had to be sold. 

Mike became involved in the society in 2007, when 
an old school friend got in contact. The friend had 
remembered Mike as a fanatical angler, even as a 
child, and his aging father and uncle were the last 
remaining members of the Salford Friendly Anglers 

Society. Wanting to see the society maintained  
and taken forward to the future, they appealed  
to Mike for help. 

Discussing the history of the society and the River 
Irwell with Mike on the banks of the river, I got the 
distinct impression they had found the right person. 
Friendly and engaging, he has that unmistakable 
glint of someone who has found their passion in life 
and who will move heaven and earth to engage in it. 

“I remember walking along the river as a child. It 
was purely industrial, biologically dead and there 
were certainly no fish in it. In order to fish, I had to go 
up to fish the Ribble. However, this wasn’t how the 
river used to be. In 1752, the River Irk (a tributary of 
the River Irwell) was listed as one of the top five trout 
streams in the UK. Two hundred years later and it 
was listed as one of the dirtiest. This fall from grace 
was most marked when coal tar was brought in. Prior 
to the 1820s, the Irwell used to have an excellent 
salmon run. Gross pollution destroyed these runs 
and the last salmon in Manchester was seen in 1856.”

This decline is now largely in reverse as the 

“Wanting to see the society maintained 
and taken forward to the future, they 

appealed to Mike for help”

Toby Coe  
is a writer, 

photographer, 
Orvis-endorsed 

guide and 
fisheries 

scientist. He 
fishes all over 
the world for 

trout and other 
species.

John Polding in search of 
big trout with a streamer 
on a short double-hander.

Mike Duddy with some 
unusual in-stream debris. 

R I V E R  I R W E L L  T R O U T  
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BIG R I V ER BROW N IES
Four cracking fish from the restored River Irwell

From the top: Andrew Boyne with the current Irwell record, a monster 

trout of 12 lb 2 oz; a chunky Irwell fish with a silvery hue; another fat Irwell 

brownie, caught by Mike France; Salford Friendly Anglers treasurer,  

Nick Carter, with a cracking trout caught on an Elk Hair Caddis from  

the upper river near Ramsbottom.

industries have all but gone and sewage treatment 
works are upgraded. Mike is a key person involved in 
driving this change. Since he became involved in 
SAFS in 2007, the membership rules for the society 
have been changed, making it open to all and free to 
join. This has seen membership swell to 3,500 
members, all of whom have access to free fishing  
in a wide range of waters throughout the Greater 
Manchester area. 

The club arranges work parties to address issues 
like invasive species (giant hogweed is a particular 
problem on the Irwell and its tributaries), which can 
see up to 100 people turning up to lend a hand. With 
pollution declining and so much effort being directed 
elsewhere, anglers have seen the benefit, including 
those with a persuasion for chasing large trout. 

Mike and I were joined on the banks of the Irwell by 
local angler John Polding. Walking upriver towards 
us, I was surprised to see a double-hander in his 
hand. My surprise must have been outwardly obvious 
as he offered an explanation almost as soon as he 
reached us. A dedicated big trout angler, John fishes 
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streamers for the river’s big trout. With banks that are 
often heavily vegetated to well over head-height, this  
makes complete sense and his approach pays 
dividends, as he explained: 

“The trout in the Irwell get big quickly. We have 
huge populations of minnows in the river and the 
trout feed on these in a big way come the summer.  
I’ve lost count of the number of 4 lb trout I’ve caught 
now and I’m always surprised how heavy the fish are 
for their length – a 20 in trout on the Irwell can 
genuinely weigh 4 lb.”

With the explanations over, we made our way into 
the river to fish. As John headed upstream to fish a 
deeper pool, I worked up a run with Mike and it 
quickly became clear why the river had sustained 
such strong populations of salmonids in the past. 
Huge areas of gravel and cobble make up the riverbed 
for large distances, interspersed with deep holding 
pools in a classic riffle-pool sequence. It is in these 
deep pools that the larger trout are often encountered, 
however in the spring and early summer large dark 
olives emerge from the riffles and runs, bringing  
the trout up to the surface.

The bright blue sky overhead, blazing sun and high 
temperatures didn’t create ideal conditions for trout 
fishing and it was therefore not a huge surprise that 

the going was tough. Fishing a Hare’s Ear with red 
ribbing on the point and a Snipe-and-Purple on the 
dropper, Mike worked up a deeper gully within a 
large gravel run towards a big boulder that created a 
distinct pocket of water. We found the structure here 
had been increased by a roadside barrier, thrown into 
the river at some point and which had wedged against 
the boulder. While perhaps not the most attractive 
thing to see in a river, it is largely inert and provides 
structure and refuge, in a similar manner to  
large woody debris. 

Despite looking so promising, the trout were not 
obliging and so we moved on. Walking up the river to 
where the River Roch and Irwell join, Mike explained 
more about the river: “Our aim is to get people to 
connect with the river, in order to appreciate what a 
fabulous resource it is. Yes, we still have problems 
with pollution, however United Utilities are currently 
spending £186 million to upgrade two huge sewage 
treatment works. These come online in 2017 and we 
have high hopes that this will further improve 
conditions and fishing within the river. We have been 
so successful in increasing the membership of SFAS 
that, in a time where fishing generally is on the 
decline, we have actually seen brand-new angling 
shops open in the local area in the last few years.”

“We have huge populations of 
minnows in the river and the trout 

feed on these in a big way”

BE L OW  
Mike Duddy 
fishes a clean 
gravelly run on 
the middle Irwell.
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With the day pressing on, Mike and John departed 
and left me to my own devices, however as the 
temperature crept over 30 deg C, I wasn’t overly 
hopeful of much sport. Despite the heat, I persevered 
and went to explore a new section of water. Situated 
just to the north of Bury, Burrs Country Park is a 
popular spot for dog-walkers, canoeists and bathers. 
Given the weather on the day, I encountered all of 
these and it seemed that every pool had a group of 
teenagers in attendance, seeking respite from the 
broiling conditions. 

This wasn’t a huge problem from an angling 
perspective (although, having forgotten wet-wading 
gear I did get some funny looks tromping along the 
river bank in chest waders, dripping with 
perspiration) because many trout tend to head to 
areas of shallow, more oxygenated water when the 
temperature rises. 

Fishing a pair of small nymphs, I searched the 
faster riffles and runs carefully, working my way 
upstream. My first fish came from a run that was a 
textbook summer pool. At the head, a couple of rocks 
constricted the flow into a fast chute of water that 
dropped into a deep pool, with a slower back-eddy on 
each side. The first few casts brought nothing other 
than one quick pluck of the flies, however I couldn’t 
believe there were no fish in residence. The next cast 
dropped the flies into the eddy on the far side, the 
indicator twitched and I was into a fish that 
immediately shot into the faster water. At just over  
12 in, the fish was not exactly an Irwell monster, but it 
scrapped hard and on a day like this I was as pleased 
as Punch to land anything at all. 

I spent the next couple of hours searching other 
similar runs, focusing on any stretches of river where 
trees overhung the water, valuable shade sheltering 
the trout beneath the surface. My final tally for the 

day was eleven trout, including an absolute cracker  
of 15 in, which was lying in a shallow run. Hitting  
the point fly almost as soon as it started drifting 
downstream, the fish was distinctly silver and had  
I caught it in a river containing sea-trout,  
my money would have been on it having spent  
some time at sea. 

I left the Irwell with a real feeling of optimism and 
excitement. If a river that was so polluted and so 
ravaged can recover to the extent that it can support 
wild brown trout, with a genuine expectation that 
salmon could return to it at some point, then there is 
hope going forwards. We face a huge environmental 
challenge in the 21st century, however restoration 
and recovery projects like the Irwell show that where 
there is a real will and a driving force behind it,  
there is a way.   

The work of Mike Duddy and Salford Friendly 

Anglers has not gone unnoticed. In 2014 Salford 

Friendly Anglers received the Fred J Taylor Award 

from the Wild Trout Trust for their exceptional work 

in improving the quality of habitat on the Irwell  

and its tributaries. The Wild Trout Trust also 

recognised Mike as their Wild Trout Hero in 2015  

for his work in championing the cause of wild trout 

in North West England.

Salford Friendly Anglers aims to improve the river and encourage 

more people to go fishing. It is free to join and details are available on 

the association website: salfordfriendlyanglers.co.uk

The river fishes well for trout all-year round, with spring and early 

summer offering the best dry-fly sport when large hatches of large 

dark olives may be encountered. Later in the year the best sport will be 

had on nymphs, and streamers. John favours a 2 in black streamer tied 

with Arctic fox and some flash. It is worth using heavier tippets and 

stronger rods as fish of 3 lb or 4 lb are often encountered.

Awards and availability

A B OV E  
Toby’s first 
Irwell trout, 
which took 
a small
bead-headed 
nymph.

R I V E R  I R W E L L  T R O U T  
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P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N A T H A N  T O M L I N S O N

Quiver, f lutter  
and pulse…

Topher Browne introduces a family of highly successful and inexpensive 
marabou salmon patterns for you to tie and fish this autumn

Familiar and foreign 
patterns dressed with 
marabou – deadly for 
salmon in flat water.

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  P E T E R  G A T H E R C O L E



Black & Blue
Tube Pro Flexitube 

Wing Two or three dark blue 

marabou bloods (tied in by the tip 

and wrapped); blue Flashabou 

Mirage; blue Angel Hair; one black 

marabou blood (four turns) 

Eyes Jungle cock (optional) 

Head Black

Mickey Finn
Tube Pro Flexitube 

Wing Two or three yellow 

marabou bloods (tied in by 

the tip and wrapped); 

fluorescent yellow 

Flashabou Mirage; gold 

Angel Hair; one red 

marabou blood (four turns)

Eyes Jungle cock (optional) 

Head Black

Mickey Finn
Tube Pro Flexitube

Wing Two or three yellow

marabou bloods (tied in by

the tip and wrapped);

fluorescent yellow

Flashabou Mirage; gold

Angel Hair; one red

marabou blood (four turns)

Eyes Jungle cock (optional)

Black & Blue
Tube Pro Flexitube

Wing Two or three dark blue

marabou bloods (tied in by the tip

and wrapped); blue Flashabou

Mirage; blue Angel Hair; one black

L
AST SUMMER, I boarded a  
candy-apple-red Ranger bass boat 
equipped with a 150-horsepower 
Yamaha engine, two trolling motors, 
16 spinning rods and reels, and 
enough lures to fill the shelves of an 

entire aisle at the local Tesco. I repositioned my 
baseball cap 180 degrees to the rear, tightened the 
cord securing my sunglasses to my face, and made 
sure to breathe through my nose. The captain 
brought the boat up on plane, and we were soon 
cruising along at 55 miles per hour.

It’s not a particularly well-kept secret that the best 
fishermen in North America are professional bass 
fishermen. Micropterus salmoides, the American 
largemouth bass, may qualify as one of the world’s 
moodiest fish, rivalling the brown trout and the 
Atlantic salmon for sheer cussedness. Professional 
anglers in the Bassmaster Elite Series pursue 
largemouth bass eight months of the year. Like you 
and me, the professional bass angler has bad days  
on the water. Unlike you and me, if he has too many 
bad days on the water, he’ll be looking for a new  
line of work. 

What separates freshwater bass angling from 
Atlantic salmon fishing – beyond the sleek fibreglass 
craft whose ownership I’m happy to leave to someone 
else and the blizzard of sponsorship logos affixed to 
every conceivable article of clothing – is the sheer 
range of tackle and lures available to the serious 
practitioner. If you think fly-lines for spey-casting  
are complicated, get to a Bass Pro Shop in Texas, 
Georgia or Florida. Be ready to be overwhelmed. 

Bass lures do things in the water that no salmon  
fly can hope to imitate. They flutter, dive, glide, rattle, 
buzz, and change directions up, down, backwards and 
forwards in the water column. It’s almost not fair to 
the poor bass. As I stood on the bow of the fastest thing 
on two keels contemplating how a 26 ft Gaspé canoe 
would look in candy-apple red, I began pulling fly-
tying materials from the salmonid-obsessed recesses 
of my mind when I should have been concentrating  
on my spinner bait.

Some materials are simply not cricket in a salmon 
fly. I draw the line at rabbit fur on a hook in my 
personal inventory of flies. Salmon love rabbit fur, to 
be sure – I’m just not sure where to put the jungle cock 
and macaw. Rubber tails on salmon flies have no 

business in the kit of any self-respecting salmon 
fisherman (besides, they tangle in the clips of a 
standard Wheatley fly-box). The Badminton Library 
has old Spey flies with propellers in their collection, 
but even spey-casting record holder Gerard Downey 
might have his hands full trying to execute a cast with 
that revolving contraption.

I know several anglers who refuse to fish marabou 
flies on the grounds that they are “unworthy” of the 
King of Fish. Tied from marabou bloods, the 
immature ventral feather of the domesticated 
American turkey (Meleagris gallopavo), marabou flies 
come close to imitating the seductive qualities of the 
modern bass lure. Providing they are not overdressed, 
marabou flies quiver, flutter, pulsate and, with the 
judicious application of line management, they 
change directions in the water with devastating effect. 
As marabou is a feather and feathers occupy an 
elevated station over other materials in a presumptive 
hierarchy of salmon-fly materials, the criticism of 
marabou as unworthy of salar is rooted in prejudice or 
an unwillingness to try new things.

Marabou enjoys a rich history as a material for 
Pacific steelhead. From northern California to Alaska, 
George Cook’s Alaskabou series, Scott Howell’s Guide 
Intruder and Bruce Berry’s Rambulance account for 
thousands of steelhead each season. Steelhead anglers 
value marabou for its lively action in the water, its 
availability in virtually all the colours of the visible 
light spectrum, and its low cost. When plying the 
depths for winter steelhead with lengths of T-14 
sinking line (which sinks almost as quickly as a lead-
headed bass jig), the loss of a fly costing pennies as 
opposed to pounds mitigates the pain when an  
angler comes tight to a rock.

I first used marabou flies in the late 1980s on the 
Margaree River in Nova Scotia. The Cardinelle – a fly 
utilising marabou for the wing in place of standard 
squirrel tail, moose hair or black bear hair – enjoyed 
singular success on the river, primarily because 
everyone seemed to be using it. I thought the 
Cardinelle would look better mounted on a brooch pin 
and affixed to a lady’s hat than it would attached to the 
end of my leader, so I tied up a dozen Popsicle flies the 
most popular pattern from George Cook’s Alaskabou 
series. A marabou fly that is tied in the round, the 
Popsicle satisfied my craving for a fly with sex  
appeal in the water.

Mike Crosby, an angler who has landed more than 
4,000 Atlantic salmon (and counting), took one look at 
my homebrew Popsicle and immediately fashioned 
his own version of the fly using the primary colours of 
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the Cardinelle. He called it the Canary, and the fly is 
still his most productive pattern on bright days in the 
autumn. For the dark and blustery days common to 
the Northumberland Strait rivers of Nova Scotia at the 
end of the season, we later fashioned the Grape – 
which became our most successful fly by several 
multiples in the camp ledger. Additional patterns – the 
Marabou Willie Gunn and the infamous Green Slime – 
followed quickly after this initial success.

Other anglers were almost certainly fishing 
marabou flies for Atlantic salmon at the same time.  
A good idea in angling seems to spring forth 
simultaneously from the minds of several anglers, 
who later vie for credit in the pages of fishing  
journals or on internet forums. (For a little 
perspective, it’s worth remembering that we are 
attempting to fool an animal with a brain the size  
of a pea.) In my own case, I simply took a fly that had 
caught tens of thousands of Pacific steelhead and  
put it to good use for Atlantic salmon. 

When tying marabou flies, less is more. Two or 
three full bloods – tied in by the tip, folded, and then 
wrapped forward – followed by three or four turns of  
a contrasting blood (tied in by the tip as a collar) satisfy 
my requirements. It’s tempting to become “wrap 
happy” until the fly assumes the appearance of a 
psychedelic feather duster. Marabou flies look 
completely different in the water than they do in the 
vice. Overdressing compromises the pulsating, 
fluttering, quivering action that is the hallmark of the 
sparsely dressed marabou fly.

I have a similar philosophy with regards to the  
use of flash. I don’t like to hit a salmon over the head 
by incorporating entire hanks of the latest wonder 
flash. I prefer one or two strands of Flashabou  
Mirage on either side of the fly to imitate the lateral 
line of a baitfish and six to eight strands of Angel Hair 
strategically placed at the four corners of the fly.  
I want my fly to sneak into the territory of  
a salmon and exhibit just enough life-like  
qualities to elicit an immediate reaction.  
The rest is up to the fish.

When tying marabou flies, I choose unweighted 
plastic tubes for maximum mobility in soft currents.  
I use the sink rate of the fly-line and all the standard 
tricks of the sunk-line trade to influence the depth of  
a marabou fly. The leader is short – 3 ft-5 ft, depending 
on the clarity of the water – to keep the fly and the  
fly-line more or less in concert with one another.  
I also prefer light leaders to impart maximum  
action to my fly.

I’m not averse, where legal, to adding a conehead at 
the head of a marabou tube to achieve a subtle jigging 
action when stripped. A conehead or other weight 
added to the head may be necessary to balance a 
plastic tube when using a double hook in slack 
currents. As weighted flies are illegal on my home 
rivers, I use a size 2 or 4 Owner single carp hook and 
lightly strip the fly to keep it level in the slack water 
next to shore. 

Marabou flies are, by definition, large fly  
patterns. Three standard marabou bloods wrapped 
around a tube create a fly that is at least 3 in long. 
While it’s easy to create even larger marabou  
flies – by palmering up the length of the tube or  
by stacking tubes – tying smaller marabou flies  
is a challenge. I have experimented with  
mini-ostrich plumes (as popularised by Mikael 
Frödin), but I hesitate to call them marabou flies. 

Willie Gunn
Tube Pro Flexitube 

Wing One or two orange marabou 

bloods (tied in by the tip and wrapped); 

one yellow marabou blood (tied in by the 

tip and wrapped); fluorescent orange 

and fluorescent yellow Flashabou 

Mirage; gold Angel Hair; one black 

marabou blood (four turns) 

Eyes Jungle cock (optional) 

Head Black

Canary
Tube Pro Flexitube 

Wing One or two orange marabou bloods  

(tied in by the tip and wrapped); one cerise marabou 

blood (tied in by the tip and wrapped); fluorescent 

yellow Flashabou Mirage; gold Angel Hair;  

one yellow marabou blood (four turns) 

Eyes Jungle cock (optional) 

Head Black or red

M A R A B O U  S A L M O N  F L I E S  

by stacking tubes – tying smaller marabou flies
is a challenge. I have experimented with
mini-ostrich plumes (as popularised by Mikael
Frödin), but I hesitate to call them marabou flies.

One or two orange marabou

bloods (tied in by the tip and wrapped);

one yellow marabou blood (tied in by the

tip and wrapped); fluorescent orange

and fluorescent yellow Flashabou

Mirage; gold Angel Hair; one black

“It’s tempting to become ‘wrap happy’  
until the fly assumes the appearance  

of a psychedelic feather duster”

the Cardinelle. He called it the Canary, and the fly is
still his most productive pattern on bright days in the
autumn. For the dark and blustery days common to
the Northumberland Strait rivers of Nova Scotia at the
end of the season, we later fashioned the Grape –

Wing

(tied in by the tip and wrapped); one cerise marabou

blood (tied in by the tip and wrapped); fluorescent

yellow Flashabou Mirage; gold Angel Hair;

M A R A B O U S A L M O N F L I E S
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How to tie a Grape tube-fly

Select a purple marabou blood and prepare 
it by stroking the fibres away from the tip. 
Trim tip to leave a short stub and catch in.

Connect two sections of black Pro Flexitube 
of different diameters. Fix them on a tube 
mount and tie on thread to the front section.

Take a pair of fly-tying scissors. Place them 
on the underside of the stem. Fold fibres 
back on either side, doubling the plume.

Grasp the marabou by its base and wind on 
one full turn of the feather. Stroke back any 
fibres that fall forward.

Add a further two turns of the purple blood, 
ensuring the fibres sweep back over the 
tube. Secure the hackle and trim waste.

Prepare and catch in a cerise blood by its tip. 
Double it and then apply three turns, winding 
them forward without overlapping.

Add two strands of purple Flashabou Mirage 
to either side and 6-8 strands of purple 
Angel Hair to the four corners.

Prepare and catch in a black blood by its tip, 
double it, then wind on four turns. Secure the 
base with thread and remove the waste.

Add a jungle cock eye to either side of the fly 
then build a small sliwm head. Cast off with a 
whip finish and trim tube with a razor blade.

21 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

Grape
Tube Pro Flexitube 

Wing One or two purple marabou bloods (tied in by the tip 

and wrapped); one cerise marabou blood (tied in by the tip 

and wrapped), purple Flashabou Mirage and purple Angel 

Hair; one black marabou blood (four turns) 

Eyes Jungle cock (optional) 

Head Black

When a large, highly mobile fly is called for –  
soft currents in large flats or slow-moving tails  
during the autumn months – it’s hard to beat  
a marabou fly. 

In my experience, salmon often follow a marabou 
fly quite a distance before taking it. I fish these  
flies with a fairly pronounced downstream belly  
in my line in order to effect a broadside presentation 
of the fly where possible. There is something  
about the quivering, fluttering little intruder that 
encourages the salmon to leave his lie and follow  
this tantalising morsel as it leaves his territory.  
The salmon often takes just as you begin lightly 
stripping your fly in the slack water next to the  
shore. It’s one of  the more exhilarating ways  
to fish for salmon and nice work if you can get it.

Grape
Tube Pro Flexitube

One or two purple marabou bloods (tied in by the tip
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P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N A T H A N  T O M L I N S O N

A drift behind 
the island

Stan Headley immerses himself in the mayfly 
hatch on Lough Mask in Co Mayo

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  P E T E R  G A T H E R C O L E

Stan Headley and 
Declan Gibbons fish 
dry-flies down the 
side of Saint’s Island 
on Lough Mask.
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A
FTER A NICE lunch on 
Inisgleastai, Declan Gibbons 
and I were keen to get back out 
among the Mask fish. The late 
morning-early afternoon  
had been productive and  
we hoped the trout were still  
“on the prod”.

Declan got to the bow of the boat and I stepped into 
the water to pull on the gunnel. Well, the next I knew I 
was lying in a couple of feet of water staring up at the 
sky. Those Mask rocks can be a bit slippery, and this 
was not the sort of Mask action I was happy to 
experience… nor did I enjoy the raucous laughter of 
my companions. Water is a sine qua non from an 
angling perspective – without water there are no fish, 
and without fish… But I was suddenly experiencing a 
whole lot more water than I was comfortable with. All 
this in the late spring of 2016 when I and many others 
experienced wall-to-wall sunshine and little hope for 
good fishing conditions, or rain for that matter.

But I’m getting ahead of myself. On our first day, 
pickings were slim and we were blighted by harsh 
sunlight, so I was chuffed to pick up a nice trout in 
Caher Bay on a dry mayfly pattern. Moving on to the 
side of Saint’s Island we saw enough hatching mayfly 
and associated rising fish to stir the blood. Declan and 
I in one boat, and Peter Gathercole and Kevin Crowley 
in another, were hunting the lower reaches of Mask in 
search of good fishing, launching at Cushlough. We 
tended to hunt in a pack as Peter’s photographic input 
was essential to record our successes, should they 
occur. The opportunity to split up and look for action 
was not really available to us.

After a rather tough day, we returned to our 
moorings. Cushlough Bay had the look of a buzzer 
habitat but the coolness of that first evening put  
paid to that idea so, with a promise to return in  
the morning, we retired bruised but not defeated.

While not having the superb quality of trout of her 
sister water Corrib, it is impossible to view Mask 
without a sense of awe and excitement. Mask is a 
majestic lake, sitting as it does bordered by high hills 
to the north and north-west. Prior to May 2016, I had 
only fished her twice before. Once in late March and 
again in late summer. The spring visit with Gerry 
Dixon took place among the indents and bays of the 
southern reaches, and wet-flies and lures fished off  
a WetCel 2 line took some bonny trout up to 4 lb.  
Later that year I was out searching for daphnia- 

A Cushlough Bay trout taken on an epoxy Buzzer.
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trout feeding behaviour. I suspect that in meagre 
hatches, nymphs are taken readily beneath the 
surface as they ascend. The emerging phase, I believe, 
is the least popular for trout interest as it happens so 
quickly. In a prolific hatch on a calm day, trout will 
tend to concentrate their attention on the post-
emergent duns as they offer an easy target.

So what are the fishing tactic options? In meagre 
hatches when there’s some wind I would always go for 
wet-flies on a subsurface line. In similar conditions  
in a flat calm I would try nymphs and/or dry-fly. In a 
good hatch with calm conditions it has to be dry-flies; 
and with a breeze I’d hope to fish dry-flies but would 
be quick to change to wet-flies on a midge-tip or a 
floater. It all seems so easy when laid down like that in 

black and white. On the 
water I frequently ignore 
my own advice and end 
up wondering “What am  
I doing this for when 
experience tells me  
it’s all wrong?”

When we got to Saint’s Island there were the usual 
mini-flotilla of boats working the popular drifts, so we 
tucked in behind and followed them through. It 
seemed as though not too much was happening with 
rods or hatching fly, and in a lazy manner I just kept 
chucking dry-flies in front of the boat instead of trying 
wet-flies on a medium-sink line. Peter and Kevin both 
managed a fish – one on a wet-fly, one on a dry-fly – 
during our stay, but we never saw another rod bent, 
though the number of duns on the water or in the  
air slowly grew.

Declan suggested a drift in behind the islands and I 
jumped at the chance. The breeze was a light northerly 
and perfect to run the contour lines behind 
Inisgleastai. Arriving, after a very short run, behind 
the island, we saw a few duns about but both Declan 
and I believed we would be better with wet-flies, and 

Stan Headley 
has been 

fishing for trout 
since he was a 

boy and is 
author of Trout 
& Salmon Flies 

of Scotland
and The Loch 
Fisher’s Bible. “‘What am I doing this for 

when experience tells me  
it’s all wrong?’”

M A Y F L Y  S P O R T  O N  L O U G H  M A S K  

feeders with Mike Keady on the main lake, and it was 
all it was cracked up to be: visually exciting with lots  
of fishy action.

This trip occurred in late May 2016, and mayfly 
were top of the trout’s menu. When most of the 
opportunities are likely to come from a mayfly hatch, 
early daytime fishing can be a bit slow. Mayfly tend to 
start hatching from mid- to late-morning. So we 
elected to give Cushlough Bay that promised going 
over with epoxy Buzzers. Cushlough Bay fairly reeks of 
fish and I did wonder how many launching boats 
ignored its potential while roaring away in search of 
pastures new and distant. Peter got a couple of knocks 
to his Buzzer rig and I managed a very decent trout 
before pressure from the Irish component had us 
away, heading for Saint’s 
Island. As mentioned 
above, we had seen a 
reasonable hatch of mays 
there the day before and 
Declan was optimistic 
about our chances. Having 
spent previous days on Corrib and Sheelin where trout 
were less than enthusiastic about “coming on the rise” 
to desultory mayfly hatches I had my doubts, which I 
thought were best kept to myself.

One of the major problems with fly hatches is being 
confident that you know what is actually happening. 
Trout will generally, almost always, concentrate their 
feeding regime on one stage of the hatching process. 
As we are talking mayfly, let’s focus on them. During 
the hatch the pupae will swim rapidly to the surface 
and, in a very short time, emerge from the pupal 
shuck. After that they will either float happily sitting 
on the surface film or fly away to begin the final 
process, which is to enter the imago, or sexually 
mature, phase. In a calm or light breeze they often sit 
on the water for a fairly long period. In a fresh breeze, 
their rest will be cut short. All of these factors affect 

A B OV E  
Declan’s fly-box. A varied selection for mayfly-feeders.

R IG H T
Before Stan’s immersion, Declan fires up the Kelly kettle.
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so it proved to be. I stuck with vague mayfly imitators 
such as French Partridge Straddlebugs and that old 
Orkney favourite, the White-Hackled Invicta, while 
Declan went the more locally popular route with 
Dabblers, Cock Robin and Lough Arrow Mayfly 
variants. We were into good fish almost straight away. 
Nothing monstrous but excellent-quality fish 
approaching the 2 lb mark.

This was easy fishing, the sort I grew up with, and 
instantly recognisable. Cloud had drifted in from the 
south-west and slightly more than a corduroy ripple 
was running the length of the drift, a good 200-yard 
stretch of rock-infested water. I was fishing a  
midge-tip and Declan was alternating between an 
intermediate and a midge-tip, and as we approached 
the western bank we were picking up fish right to  
the shore. Great fun and most enjoyable. Dry-fly is 
undoubtedly my favourite technique for wild fish – 
when they will co-operate (and it tends to select 
bigger-than-average trout) – but wet-fly tactics in this 
situation can be extraordinarily exciting, particularly 
on a magnificent lake like Mask.

And so, after a half-dozen or more fish, it was time 
for a long-delayed lunch. As the guys were getting the 
Kelly kettle fired up I decided to walk to the tail-end of 
Inisgleastai for a chuck of Buzzers in the calm water 
just off the shore. My first cast nailed a measurable 
fish, but the word must have gone out pretty damned 
quickly as I didn’t have another offer, and seeing a 
pillar of smoke coming from the lunch site I happily 
rejoined the guys.

Lunch devoured and gagging to get back out among 
the action, I was keen to help Declan relaunch. And 
that’s when I took an involuntary trip beneath the 
surface to examine the aquatic flora and fauna of the 
lough. It wasn’t a cold day but when you get soaked to 
the unmentionables you chill down damned fast. 
Declan took me back to Cushlough as fast as he could 
and I returned to the comforting embrace of the 
Angler’s Rest in Headford where a hot bath was soon 
run and enjoyed. Dry clothing on and dinner gobbled 
down, I raced back to Cushlough for an evening’s foray 
in the bay. I returned to the launch site to discover  
that the rest of the afternoon hadn’t been particularly 

Stan caught this 
fine trout from 
Caher Bay on a 

dry Mayfly.
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M A Y F L Y  S P O R T  O N  L O U G H  M A S K  

fruitful for the chaps. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that a break from fishing can spoil the day, and that is 
why I prefer to eat packed lunch “on the hoof”. I have 
experienced that scenario so often – you get back in the 
boat, return to the area of activity, use the successful 
flies of the morning, and something has changed.  
I suppose the events governing fish activity and 
behaviour are like a chain – connected links – and as 
the day progresses, as one link changes to another,  
it’s possible to keep up but if a few links are missed it’s 
almost impossible to stay with the game.

As the guys complimented me on my freshly 
laundered look, I ignored the banter and set up 
hatching buzzer patterns for the evening session.  
It was looking good. The breeze had dropped to a 
whisper, daytime temperature hadn’t fallen much, 
and good cloud cover looked as if it would trap in the 
warmth and give us a good chance of a buzzer hatch 
and associated trout activity. But the Law of Sod will 
get you every time. When you think things couldn’t be 
better it doesn’t take much to turn the day on its head.

We set up our drifts with high expectations… and 
almost immediately a fine drizzle drifted across the 

bay, the temperature dropped like a brick and that  
was our evening over, from a fishing perspective,  
at least. Reading these lines it might appear that our 
time on Mask had been one step forward and two 
steps back, but no-one can control the weather, and 
these are the punches that fly-fishermen have to take 
on the chin. However, the spell of wet-fly fishing at  
the back of Inisgleastai that Declan and I enjoyed  
was fabulous and will live with me through  
the long winter days. 

“A break from fishing can 
spoil the day… I prefer to eat 
packed lunch ‘on the hoof’”

T OP  
Drifting behind 
Inisgleastai, 
casting 
wet-flies.

A B OV E 
The typically 
superb 
condition of 
Mask trout. 

Anglers’ Rest Hotel, Headford, Galway. Great rooms; friendly, 
helpful staff; good food; and a great pint of Guinness.  
Tel: 00 353 93 35528. Web: www. anglersresthotel.com

For guides and boat hire, tackle-shops and regulations,  
visit: www.fishinginireland.info/trout/west/mask.htm

A place to stay

visit: www.fishinginireland.info/trout/west/mask.htm
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We set up our drifts with high expectations… and
almost immediately a fine drizzle drifted across the

White-hackled Invicta
Hook Size 8-12 Standard wet-fly

Thread Traditionally black, 

but Stan prefers primrose

Tail Golden pheasant crest  

Rib Fine oval gold

Body Invicta yellow seal’s fur  

Body hackle Dark ginger cock  

Wing Paired hen pheasant secondary  

quill slips  Throat Blue jay (optional)

Head hackle White hen, tied long, or  

natural French partridge hackle

May French Partridge
(from Fulling Mill stockists)

Hook Size 10 Fulling Mill  

nymph special   

Thread Black or dark  

brown 8/0 Uni

Tail Cock pheasant tail fibres 

Rib Fine gold wire   

Body Artificial Raffia dyed buff   

Body hackle Indian cock  

dyed medium olive  

Head hackle French partridge
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Jon Beer is the 
president of the 
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all over the 
world and is 
the author of 
three books: 

Gone Fishing, 
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I, and Not all 

Beer and 
Bezencenet.

Unfinished 
business

Jon Beer returns to a scene of loss and 
disharmony in the Highland hills

T
WENTY YEARS ago Philip and I 
headed blithely up into the hills of 
Argyll. We were blissfully ignorant. 
Philip didn’t know that I had never 
fished a highland hill loch: I didn’t 
know that neither had Philip. But we 

weren’t heading into the hills alone. We were in the 
company of Dougal, a native of these hills and a 
renowned local character. Dougal was a large white, 
wilful Highland pony. Dougal was Trebor-mint 
dependent. We planned to take the old drovers’ path 
across Argyll, fishing our carefree way from loch  
to loch while our trusty companion lugged all our 
camping gear and provisions on a pack saddle. It was 
a fine, romantic notion – born of complete ignorance: 
Philip knew nothing about horses. Nor did I.

And precious little about camping in the hills.  
So we took everything we could think of: grill, big 
saucepan, bigger frying pan, gas stove, two kettles – 
two? Don’t ask: I can’t remember why. Philip brought 
a fancy-dan self-inflating mattress. We weren’t 
worried about weight: we had a horse for that. 

Then we met Dougal and discovered that most of 
the provisions and gear that Dougal would be 
carrying on his pack saddle would 
be for Dougal. There were buckets 
and fodder and hay, blankets and 
brushes and rope. There was an 
enormous steel pin to moor him at 
night. A huge hammer to knock it in 
and a long bar to lever it out. We 
piled what gear we could of ours 
into two huge post-office sacks and slung them 
across Dougal’s saddle. And so we set off up the  
track, shedding bits of equipment like cabbages  
in Double-or-drop. 

It would be a memorable few days in the hills.  
We were remembering some of the more bizarre 
events when, a couple of weeks ago, Philip and  
I drove through the little town of Lochgilphead  
on our way to Ederline at the head of Loch Awe. 

Ederline was where it had all begun. The drovers’ 
path runs across the hills of Argyll through the 

Ederline estate and its scatter of hill lochs. Dougal 
was the estate’s garron, a trusty workhorse lugging 
the deer carcase down from the hill after a successful 
stalk. And now we were returning to Ederline to 
scratch an itch that has niggled for 20 years.

It had been the first fishing we’d done together.  
On our last day the weather had cleared and we’d 
climbed to the highest lochs. The sun was shining on 
Cam Loch. We’d been catching fish up to 12 oz or so 
when Philip, on the other side of the loch, called out 
that he had something better on the end. He did. His 
rod was bent double. Then the fish broke the surface. 
It was huge. What happened next was unforgivable:  
I asked Philip to slacken off until I could dash round 
and photograph the fight. And Philip agreed. You can 
guess the rest. The fish was still on by the time I’d 
panted round the loch through the heather and bog. 
But it had got unaccountably heavier. When Philip 
slackened the line the fish had sulked among the 
boulders of the bottom. The line had got round a 
rock. And now it was solid. He made one last tug and 
the frayed end of the line came back. Philip blames 
me for asking him to slacken: I blame Philip for 
agreeing. He blames me for letting him agree… and 

so on. For 20 years. And all the 
while that fish on Cam Loch has 
grown steadily bigger.

There would be no horse this 
time. Once was more than enough 
and we were prepared for a manly 
tramp up the old track to the lochs. 
Besides, Dougal had died years ago. 

Gone, too, was the old Major who had owned the 
estate and advised us on flies for his lochs. It was his 
son-in-law, Angus, who met us now and talked about 
the changes at Ederline since our first visit.

They have a lot of weather in these hills –  
a lot of wind and a lot of rain. We’d seen generous 
amounts of both the first time we were here.  
Now some of that plentiful weather is being 
harnessed. The high ridge overlooking Loch Fyne  
to the east had sprouted a line of wind turbines.  
And the rain that gathered in the lochs before 

“Philip blames me for asking 
him to slacken. I blame 
Philip for agreeing…”

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N  B E E R
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A B OV E Twenty years ago: Jon with Dougal, the mint-dependent packhorse.

A B OV E On the original drovers’ track to the upper lochs. Sandy Loch in the background.

T OP Philip returns the first trout 
on Sandy Loch. Note the dead 
heather stalks – the level of the 
loch has been raised 6 ft as part 
of a hydroelectric scheme.

A B OV E Picking ripe blaeberries 
on the bank above Sandy Loch.
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tumbling down the Socach Burn to Loch Awe now 
tumbles down through a hydroelectric turbine.

My heart sank. Hydroelectric schemes don’t always 
improve the fishing: that’s all I’m saying. But this 
hydroelectric scheme had an unexpected bonus. It 
involved deepening the channel between two of the 
hill lochs. To get the heavy diggers up into the hills, 
the old drovers’ track had been widened and graded. 
You could drive up there now. My heart leapt. 
Perhaps, even in a campervan.

Angus had his doubts but we’d give it a try. He led 
the way in his 4x4. Pebbles spat on the underside of 
the van on the steeper bits, but here we were, 
cruising up the track where we had once toiled, 
cajoled and pleaded with a recalcitrant, mint-
motivated pony.

There was more and better. 
Twenty years ago we had arrived at 
the lochs in a drench of wind and 
rain. We had stumbled across an old 
boathouse, looking for shelter. We’d 
peered through the drunken door to 
see a small river flowing across the 
floor. That old boathouse has gone. On the other side 
of Loch Gainmheach – Sandy Loch – was a brand 
spanking new boathouse. A door at the back led 
through to a comfy, pine-panelled bothy furnished 
with table, chairs and sofa, a wood-burning stove, a 
kettle and crockery. This was hill-loch fishing in 
style. To hell with the romance of a white pony and a 
drovers’ path – these days I’ll settle for a little luxury.

The weather hadn’t changed much in 20 years. 
There was still plenty of it rattling the double-glazing 
(this is quite some bothy). The Ederline lochs form 
two groups. We were parked in the lower group, at 
around 800 ft-900 ft. The higher group, including 
Cam Loch, lies a little to the east and another 300 ft 
higher. The path up to these is still the old, stony 
drovers’ track, which was disappearing into the low 
cloud like Jack’s beanstalk. So for now, we would  
start down here.

Sandy Loch was the largest of the Ederline hill 
lochs. It is larger now: a dam at the far end has raised 
the level by five or six feet, drowning the heather of 
the old shore. Dead stalks reach through the surface 
like one of the gloomier spots in Lord of the Rings. I 
was wondering how I would land a trout of any heft 
through this lot when the problem became a little 
more pressing: I’d become attached to something 
more than the average hill loch trout. It turned out to 
be two hill loch trout, both fine fat fish. Sandy Loch 
didn’t look nearly so gloomy now.

That afternoon and evening we fished our way 
round the lower lochs, revisiting the spots of triumph 
and disaster from our first visit. We found the damp 
hollow by Duck Loch where we’d pitched the tent, the 

forlorn rowan tree above Dubh Loch 
where we gleaned dead twigs for the 
Kelly kettle – before the happy 
discovery that heather stalks burn 
better and brighter and are 
everywhere. We had cooked a meal 
over those rowan twigs: half a dozen 
tiny trout tasting of burnt heather 

and woodsmoke. This time we cooked moules 
marinière in the campervan beside Sandy Loch. Not 
nearly so back-woodsy – but a lot more comfortable. 
And afterwards we caught trout from the shore by 
the boathouse until dusk deepened into dark.

It rained that night. It was still lashing down when 
I woke next day. The van was rocking to the wind. 
Philip had slept in the bothy-boathouse next door. He 
had the woodburner going with a kettle on the 
hotplate when I braved the rain to join him. We 
cooked a leisurely breakfast in the bothy until the 
rain eased. We stuck our heads out of the boathouse 
doors like hedgehogs emerging from hibernation. It 
had run out of rain. The path to the top lochs had 
emerged from the cloud. It was time to be on our way.

The path to the top had not changed, a narrow 
track winding up through a line of crags. The lower 
lochs appeared one after another as the view 

“We caught trout from the 
shore by the boathouse until 

dusk deepened into dark”

BE L OW  
The last fish  
on Windy  
Loch – an 
exquisite 
creature, the 
quintessential 
hill loch trout.

L O C H  T R O U T  I N  A R G Y L L  
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A B OV E A N D R IG H T Philip with a trout on 
Loch a’Chaorainn before the rain returned with a 
vengeance. The darker sort of hill loch trout for 
the darker sort of day.

FA R L E F T Brewing tea on the 
welcoming woodstove on a cold 
wet morning.

L E F T Bacon and eggs in the bothy 
while waiting for the rain to stop.

BE L OW Heather, moss, rock, lichen – 
the essence of the highland hills.
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stretched. From here we could see the scars of the 
new tracks, the deepened channel where Sandy Loch 
now spills down to Big Tinker and on to the Fincharn 
valley. We weren’t alone on the drovers’ path that day. 
Angus, with shepherds and dogs, had set off ahead of 
us, gathering sheep for shearing from the further 
reaches of the estate.

A loch winds away from the track along the top of 
the ridge. This is Loch a’ Bhealaich – the loch of the 
pass – but its local name is just as apt: Windy Loch – 
and here we began to fish. 

I was at peace with my flies. This doesn’t happen 
all that often but it’s nice when it does. This happy 
state comes about when I feel I have the right flies on 
the line – or as good as I can muster from my 
bedraggled fly-box. Yesterday on the lower lochs 
there had been enough action to allow for a little 
relegation, promotion and transfers. Two flies had 
emerged from the squad as my first team for the hill 
lochs. I was fishing the Ullswater fly I’d filched from 
Rory Noble last season (T&S October 2015) on the 
point with a Bibio on the dropper. They oozed quiet 
confidence. This is a rare and valuable quality in a 
fly. Other flies have had it: years ago I would not have 
dreamt of fishing a hill loch without a Golden Olive 
Bumble somewhere on the cast. Then it was a 
Sedgehog, or a Black Pennell and later, a Peach 
Muddler. Each has looked invincible for a season or 
so. Until the day that Doubts Set In and I’m back to 
changing flies every ten minutes, never quite 
knowing which to trust. Stalin had much the same 
problem. Madness lies down that road.

But today I could trust my team to do their bit. I just 
had to chuck them in the right place. On a hill loch 
that is often surprisingly close to the shore. On 
Windy Loch a fair amount of food will arrive on the 
wind and the first trout of the day was waiting in the 
margins below the heather bank. We fished our way 
along the track, leaving the rest of the loch for later. 
We had an appointment at Cam Loch. Beyond Windy 
Loch the track dips to Loch a’Chaorainn, one of the 
larger Ederline lochs. The weather took a bit of  
a dip, too: rain was sweeping in on the wind as  
we fished our way along the shore. Nothing rose  
in that cold wind but the fish were there  
if we could get a line out.

The weather worsened as we fished our way along 
Loch na Creige Maolaich, Horseshoe Loch, and then 
followed its tumbling burn up to Cam Loch. Twenty 
years ago the sun had been shining as Dougal, Philip 
and I arrived here. Now the surface was flattened by 
the sheeting rain of a squall. We sheltered under the 
bank where once we had tethered Dougal and where 
he had snaffled our lunch as we anguished over  
the lost monster. The far shore where that fish had 
been lost was disappearing into the cloud and rain. 

And so we left Cam Loch for another day.  
The squall passed and we fished our way back 
to the drover’s track and Windy Loch. There  

were still fish to be had beneath its heathery banks. 
And time to catch them in the calm that followed  
that wild afternoon.   

The last trout of the day was unremarkable, a fish 
of perhaps 12 inches and as many ounces. But in its 
milieu of moss and heather, rock and lichen, it is an 
exquisite creature – the quintessential trout of the 
hills – and the reason I will always come back to 
these wild places.

But never again with a horse.  

“I was at peace with my flies. 
This doesn’t happen all  

that often”

A B OV E  
After the 
deluge: Philip 
fishing beneath 
the heathery 
bank of Loch 
a’Bealaich – 
Windy Loch.

L O C H  T R O U T  I N  A R G Y L L  

The Ederline Estate has 19 hill lochs with fishing 

reserved for residents of the estate’s five holiday 

cottages or B&B guests at Ederline House.  

The estate also has fishing on lochs Awe and 

Ederline for pike and perch. For details visit  

www.ederline.com or phone 01546 810 284.

The story of our first visit into these hills with 

Dougal appeared in T&S, July and August, 1996.  

If anyone would like to read that, contact me  

at jon@jonbeer.net and I’ll wing it across.

Lochs and cottages



World Class Flies, hand crafted from the finest materials.

After sourcing the sharpest, strongest hooks and the fi nest fl y tying materials from 

around the globe, each and every Fulling Mill fl y is then lovingly crafted by one of our 

highly skilled in-house artisans. We are 100% focused on quality and this means that 

each and every Fulling Mill fl y in your box is a little work of art. With over 2,500 proven 

patterns to choose from, we’ve got you covered. Just be sure it’s “Fulling Mill”.

Available from all reputable tackle shops. www.fullingmill.co.uk

Slaters Half and Half Baitfi sh Burnt Orange (9385)

FOR SOME,
THERE IS NO ESCAPE.

Black Death (9318)

Clouser - Deep Chart White (9601)

Crab Grand Slam Tan (9098)

Homer Shrimpson (9185)

Cuban Shrimp Tan (9082) 



Visit our shop: 21 Victoria Road, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 8HP.

For over 150 years, 21 Victoria Road, Penrith has been home 
to a fi shing tackle shop and for the last forty fi ve, has been 
owned and run by the Norris family. 

Specialising in providing the ultimate in Fishing Tackle, Country 
Clothing and Footwear at competitive prices, we pride ourselves in 
offering the highest level of customer service. 

We stock a wide variety of products, from what we believe, to be 
the best brands in the world; these include Hardy, Sage, Simms, 
Guideline, Greys, Lamson, Rio, Airfl o and many more. 

The John Norris Pro Team consists of expert fi shermen that are on 
hand and available to discuss and advise on all aspects of Fly Fishing 
at home and abroad, call our team on 01768 864211 
or email sales@johnnorris.co.uk.

Vehicle route to car park

Foot route to shop

Visiting our shop in Penrith is 

now even easier...
You can now PARK FREE for 3 hours outside 
the Sainsburys store and also in the multi storey 
car park - a short 150m walk from our shop in 
Victoria Road.

THE HOME OF

GAME FISHING

for over 150 years

OVER 30,000

PRODUCTS 

ON SHOW



We are very excited to announce the launch of our newly designed 
website. Our aim is to provide you with the ultimate shopping 
experience; check out our new user-friendly site today at www.
johnnorris.co.uk
We’ve simplifi ed our product categories and menu structures and also added 
loads of new product images which will give you more detailed, close-up views, of 
the fantastic fi shing equipment, footwear and clothing we have available and in 
addition we have also added some amazing product videos..!

There is also an Account Dashboard where you can see your orders, maintain billing/delivery addresses and wish lists, very soon 
we’ll be adding E-Vouchers for you to buy and send to your family and friends.

In the coming weeks we will be offering amazing deals and will have prizes up for grabs. We will let our customers know 
through our email newsletter, if you haven’t already visit our site and sign up today.

If you have any questions regarding with our new website  please call us on 01768 864211.

John Norris Atlantic 

Double Handed Fly Rods
We have developed these rods with a fraction deeper, yet fast recovery action that 
makes them easy to load and to unleash a truly sensational cast. Truly great fi shing 
rods for all kinds of lines and with the ability to cast far and accurate when needed. 
High modulus graphite cloths have been used to deliver high performance, re-designed 
handles with new shapes, lengths and added inserts, so that superb technical performance 
is matched by stunning non fl ash cosmetics.

Code Length Line Rating Shooting Head Size Spey Size Skagit Size Weight  MRP Offer Price

1294000 13’6” 9 38 Grams 40 - 45 Grams 550 - 600 8.51oz £299.99 £139.99  

1294001 14’6” 10 42 Grams 45 - 48 Grams 600 - 650 9.80oz £319.99 £149.99  

•  Matt Carbon Colour Blank  
•  Super grade cork handle with Duplon on wear points 
•  2 Stripper Guides  
•   Extra large tip ring to handle loop to loop connections better 
•  Double coated snake rings for extra durability  
•  All 4 Section with cordura rod tube 
•  Matt aluminium down locking reel seat  
•  Perfect guide spacing for less line friction

The 13’6 #9 is my favourite fl y rod of 
all time and without a doubt the best 
value for money double handed fl y rod 
ever made!!! It’s light, well balanced,
has a fast tip recovery and works with a 
variety of different lines, but excels with 
shooting heads especially with the Airfl o 
Compact Rage 600. With this rod and 
line combination hitting the horizon 
has never been easier.

makes them easy to load and to unleash a truly sensational cast. Truly great fishing
rods for all kinds of lines and with the ability to cast far and accurate when needed.

James Norris

Atlantic Shooting Head 

worth £69.99 with any 

John Norris Atlantic DH Rod

Atlantic Shooting Head
FREE

• Twin colour for fi nding the perfect loading point •  Supplied with 2 braided loops 
•  Unique coating supple and memory free •  Overall length 120ft
•  Advanced tapering on individual line densities to enable perfect presentation

Atlantic Integrated Shooting Heads
A long tapered, Scandinavian design that produces tight loops and long effortless casts. They are the very best 
line design for presentation. The rear weight distribution and long front tapers make this line easy to cast and 
allows energy to unroll effortlessly to the fl y. The line is built on a supple core that will not tangle. 

Floating
Colour: Mist Green Head/Sunburst 
Running Line
Code: ALT1
Size Head Length Head Weight
7/8 37ft 30grams    
8/9 38ft 34grams    
9/10 39ft 38grams    
10/11 40ft 42grams    

Hover Intermediate
Colour: Aqua Blue Head/Sunburst 
Running Line
Code: ALT2
Sink Rate: 1ips
Size Head Length Head Weight
7/8 37ft 30grams    
8/9 38ft 34grams    
9/10 39ft 38grams    
10/11 40ft 42grams    

Clear Green Fast Intermediate
Colour: Clear Green Head/Sunburst 
Running Line
Code: ALT3
Sink Rate: 2ips
Size Head Length Head Weight
7/8 37ft 30grams    
8/9 38ft 34grams    
9/10 39ft 38grams    
10/11 40ft 42grams    

Offer Price
£14.99

MRP
£69.99

New Website Launch
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N E W S  R E E L

FEWER SCOTTISH RIVERS FACE 
CATCH-AND-RELEASE

Scottish Government publishes provisional list of the conservation status of rivers 
 and fishery districts for salmon fishing in 2017

I
N JANUARY, Scottish fishery districts were placed into 
three categories based upon the probability of their 
salmon stock meeting conservation limits over  
a five-year period. Compulsory catch-and-release of 
salmon was imposed on districts with a low probability 
(category 3) and this led to many clubs experiencing 

falling memberships (see “Fishpal to the rescue”, p.42). 
On the 2017 list more than 20 rivers have improved their 

status, moving from category 3 to 2, 2 to 1 or 3 to 1. Notable 
improvers include Alness (2 to 1), Beauly (3 to 2), Brora (2 to 1), 
Cree (3 to 1), Ewe (3 to 2), Forth (3 to 1), Girvan (2 to 1),  
Lochy (3 to 2) and Stinchar (2 to 1). 

Only a few have headed in the wrong direction,  
among them the Ythan (2 to 3), Torridon (2 to 3) and  
North Harris SAC (2 to 3).

To appeal against the grading, anglers and clubs should 
contact Fiona Hepburn at the Scottish Government by e-mail at 
salmonandrecreationalfisheries@gov.scot by September 29.

Criticism was levelled at the original method of assessing the 
conservation limit: its sole reliance on rod-catch data, inclusion 
of lochs in assessments and the grouping of rivers of different 
“health” into a single district Conservation Limit. 

Where possible the 2017 assessment no longer groups rivers 
but uses river-specific data supplied by fishery owners. As a 
result, this year’s list contains 17 Special Areas of Conservation, 
126 rivers and 25 groups of 2-6 rivers, compared to 17 SACs 
and 109 fishery districts last year.

Other factors affecting the assessment that have improved 
this year include the use of flow data supplied by utility 
companies and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, 
estimates of the ages and sizes of fish caught using scale 
samples, estimates of the proportion of fish that are female and 
their egg depositions, and fish distribution in rivers.

A 507-page document detailing each river’s assessment is 
available to download at www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Salmon-
Trout-Coarse/fishreform/licence/status/limits

THE ANGLING Trust has 
published the results of its 
survey into the size and nature of 
angling participation in England.  
More than 13,000 people  
were polled and respondents 
had tried sea, coarse or  
game-fishing. 

The survey results will help 
shape the Trust’s strategy to 
boost fishing participation over 
the next few years. Work carried 
out by the Angling Trust to 
promote angling is funded  
by Sport England and the 
Environment Agency and leads 
to tens of thousands of people 
going fishing each year.

40.5%
of current anglers surveyed said that 

to relax and de-stress was their most 
important angling motivation. This was 

followed by enjoying scenery and 
nature (for 32.2% this was most 

important). 

Survey says we want to relax and take our children fishing

To fish more often, current anglers said that 
combining angling with other activities, and short 

breaks, and where families can do other things, would 
encourage them. The most significant obstacles for 

those who did not expect to fish more often were: time 
for family (39.3%); time for work/education (38.4%); 

weather conditions (16.1%); and cost (16.7%).

KEY ANGLING TRUST SURVEY FINDINGS AND STATISTICS

33.3%
of anglers fish 
more than 40 
times a year.

61%
of current anglers 

started before 
they were 10.

33%
of adults in 

England have 
tried angling at 

least once.

89%
of anglers 

surveyed would 
like to go angling 

more often. 

Angling attracts 
higher-than-

average numbers 
of disabled 

people. 

The River Beauly will move from category 3 to 2 next season. 
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NINE MILLION blue-winged olive (B-WO) 
eggs are to be planted into the River Lark 
in Suffolk as part of an inspiring story of 
recovery after pollution.

The B-WO was one of the species that 
were lost following the leakage of 5,000 
gallons of oil into the river in 2011. The 
Lark, once a prized chalkstream, has also 
suffered from dredging and was turned 
into a canal in the 19th century.

Efforts by Bury St Edmunds Trout Club 
and Lark Angling Preservation Society 
over the past decade have transformed 
the channel into a sinuous river, rich 
with wildlife and a self-sustaining 
population of brown trout.

Ian Hawkins and Glenn Smithson, who 
have led much of the restoration work, 
explained, “Following the creation of 
good habitats, we received a special 

licence through Natural England for this 
re-introduction. We were delighted that 
Dr Cyril Bennett and Salisbury and 
District Angling Club on their section of 
the River Avon and Mr Peter Nash and 
the Chisenbury Syndicate collected nine 
million eggs for us. These will be kept in 
special conditions until March when 
they will be released into the river and 
will hopefully trigger the 
birth of a new generation 
of B-WO on the River 
Lark in July/August 
next year. This 
will really be the 
icing on the cake.”

The Lark 
restoration project is 
being included in 
Salmon & Trout 

Conservation UK’s Riverfly Census, 
which scientifically monitors the rise 
and fall of rivers across the UK through 
measuring the loss or increase of river 
invertebrates. These important aquatic 
invertebrates are crucial in identifying 
the health of a river and their loss is a 
clear indication of different pollution 
stresses on a river.

The benefits of 
birdwatching

Mark Lloyd, chief executive of the Angling 
Trust, gives an update on the progress of the 

Save Our Salmon campaign
READERS OF T&S 

generously donated 
more than £19,000 
to support the 
Angling Trust’s Save 
Our Salmon 
campaign. Readers 
will remember that 
our campaign is 
mainly focused on 

three particular issues affecting salmon 
stocks: commercial netting, cormorant 
and goosander predation and 
agricultural pollution. We will continue to 
campaign and take legal action on the 
many other issues affecting salmon 
stocks, and we are closely involved in the 
Environment Agency’s five-point 
approach to salmon conservation, 
launched in response to the campaign.

Commercial netting in Scotland has 
been greatly reduced after the banning 
of mixed-stock netting, which we would 
like to see replicated in England and 
Wales, to include not only the notorious 
drift and T&J nets in the North-east, but 
also smaller-scale operations in places 
such as the Solway Firth. These mixed-
stock nets are not only damaging to 
stocks, but also to our international 
reputation, and their continuation risks 
leading to an increase in netting in the 
feeding grounds in the Arctic. We are 
currently gathering data to demonstrate 
that anglers contribute far more to the 
economy and to environmental 
conservation initiatives than netsmen; 

this will help us to make the argument for 
the removal of mixed-stock and in-river 
nets as soon as possible.

We are relaunching our highly popular 
web site www.cormorantwatch.org.uk

to encourage anglers to record sightings 
of cormorants, goosanders and red-
breasted mergansers throughout the UK. 
In England, we have secured funding to 
support our expert fishery management 
advisors who help riparian owners and 
fishing clubs manage the problems of 
predation. Our aim is to replicate this 
operation in Wales and Scotland, and to 
reduce the bureaucracy and constraints 
on lethal control of these birds. Please 
help by recording all sightings, 
particularly of roosts and nests, after 
you’ve been out on the rivers.

Following our successful judicial 
review of the government and the 
Environment Agency last year, in 
partnership with Fish Legal and WWF, 
we are maintaining pressure on the 
Environment Agency to implement 
water protection zones to tackle diffuse 
pollution from agriculture in England. 
The Angling Trust has recently taken on a 
representative role in Wales and we will 
be applying pressure on regulators to 
stop the endemic pollution of Welsh 
rivers. In Scotland, Fish Legal is 
investigating a legal case regarding 
sediment pollution.

Please visit www.anglingtrust.net/join 
to support our work and to be kept 
informed of progress with the campaign.

Where discerning 
anglers rest

The Good Hotel Guide 2017 has listed its 
ten favourite fishing hotels. 

They are: The Arundell Arms, Lifton, 
Devon (rivers Tamar and Lyd); Howtown 
Hotel, Ullswater, Cumbria (lakes and 
River Eden); The Inn at Whitewell, 
Lancashire (River Hodder); Ballathie 
House, Kinclaven, Perthshire (River Tay); 
Knockinaam Lodge, Portpatrick, 
Dumfries & Galloway (rivers Cree and 
Bladnoch); Forss House, Thurso, 
Caithness (rivers Thurso, Halladale, 
Naver, Forss; lochs Watten and St Johns); 
Gliffaes, Crickhowell, Powys (River Usk); 
The Lake, Llangammarch Wells, Powys 
(River Irfon); Enniscoe House, Castlehill, 
Co Mayo (Lough Conn); Currarevagh 
House, Oughterard, Co Galway  
(Lough Corrib).

Guide editor Adam Raphael said:  
“The hotels chosen in our Editor’s Choice 
lists have to have something special. 
[They are] not just places for sport, but 
also great hotels. So even the reluctant 
partner of a fishing fanatic will  
enjoy them.”

New fleet at Bewl
BEWL Water has ordered 24 new 
Coulam Defender 15 boats. They 

replace the fleet of 40-year-old Tidal 
Flyfisher boats, which will be familiar 
to many T&S readers and are now for 
sale. The new boats can hold up to 

three anglers and join 30 other 
Coulams 15s at Bewl.

Blue-winged olives return to Suffolk stream

special conditions until March when
they will be released into the river and
will hopefully trigger the
birth of a new generation
of B-WO on the River

restoration project is

clear indication of different pollution
stresses on a river.
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The blue-winged olive eggs destined for the Lark.
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ON AUGUST 9 the Scottish Government 
announced a two-year £100,000 
programme to support clubs affected  
by the impact of salmon catch-and-
release laws. With some anglers not 
willing to fish unless they can kill their 
catch, club revenues have fallen.

The Government appointed FishPal, 
the popular online booking website, as 
its delivery partner and gave it the task of 
helping clubs to “market catch-and-
release as a sustainable method”, 
improve catch reporting and promote  
“good handling practice”.

Many anglers had hoped the 
Government would directly subsidise 
those clubs struggling to pay fishery 
rents. Instead FishPal will apply for  

a grant every  
six months for  
two years. 

Mark Cockburn, 
chief executive of 
FishPal, said  
his company is 
uniquely placed  
to “make a 
difference”, adding 

that, “We are on the clubs’ side. We want 
to support communities across fishing.”

FishPal’s strength is its online 
presence and its marketing and social 
media expertise. Unlike some clubs, it 
understands how modern fishing is 
promoted, bought and sold.

Cockburn explained: “There are very 
proactive angling clubs who do almost 
everything you would want them to be 
doing to be very successful; not always 

the biggest angling clubs but very well 
run and proactive in the community.

“At the other end of the scale are 
angling clubs that are very local and 
small, which have never really thought  
to market themselves to other anglers. 
They have never offered fishing that 
remains available on their beats.

“One of our jobs is to make all of them 
understand what makes a good working 
angling club, using all the different tools. 
The marketing and promotion of a club is 
very much what we’re all about.”

The £100,000 grant appears 
significant but is a small sum compared 
to the millions of pounds of fishery rent 
paid by clubs across Scotland. Indeed, 
one of the first tasks FishPal faces is 
sizing the problem. Cockburn says: 
“No-one knows how many clubs there 
are. Some may have only a handful of 
members, some more than 300. We plan 
to create a national register of clubs. 
We’re building it slowly but we’re not 
there yet and some of our records are not 
accurate. We would ask clubs to get in 
touch [to update our records].”

What practical help can FishPal offer? 
At many smaller clubs information is 

passed by word of mouth. FishPal wants 
to help clubs use the internet and 
understand the importance of “search”.

Clubs will be encouraged to take pages 
on Fishpal’s website. The idea is that they 
will benefit from the pull of FishPal’s 
large number of website visitors and its 
presence in online search rankings, 
rather than trying to stand alone as a 
website of limited appeal, where they 

may attract little traffic. Cockburn says 
he has more than 20,000 customers and 
explains that “We can take a club’s story 
to the masses. We can personalise their 
pages, add river and beat information, 
maps and photographs. We can offer a 
link to a club’s existing website and even 
help them improve the look of their own 
website. We can explain the importance 
of social media and build them a 
Facebook page, and we can include them 
in newsletters sent to our e-mail 
database. We will also visit the clubs over 
the two years of the programme.”

All FishPal’s services to clubs 
participating in the programme will be 
free. An annual fee of £150 plus VAT for a 
beat page is being waived. The company 
charge commission on ticket sales.

FishPal can also gather membership 
fees. Cockburn explains “Many clubs find 
it difficult to collect subscriptions in time 
to pay leases. Sometimes their reserves 
are dwindling. We can contact members 
by e-mail. We can help to create cash flow 
and provide month-end accounts. So 
committee members don’t have to.”

It is well known that some clubs 
struggle to record accurate catch records 
– some members don’t report their 
catches. But the historical failure to do so 
may have contributed to a river’s failure 
to reach its conservation limit. 
Continuing to do so will exacerbate the 
problem. Cockburn says FishPal’s text-
based reporting system makes the 
process easier. If more catches are 
reported, more rods may be attracted to 
the river, which means more money in 
club coffers and greater rod effort, which 
increases the chances of escaping 
category 3.

That is the small carrot dangled in 
front of anglers who don’t wish to fish for 
salmon unless they can kill those they 
catch for the table.

N E W S  R E E L continuedN E W S R E E L

FISHPAL PAID TO 
SUPPORT CLUBS

The online booking agency is given job of helping Scottish 

clubs to arrest falling memberships and promote  

catch-and-release

The Border Esk and Liddel Anging Club sells day-tickets on the Fishpal website. 
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FishPal chief  
Mark Cockburn.
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What about clubs who simply can’t 
afford to pay rents? Won’t landowners 
then seek to bring the fishing back in 
hand and sell day-rods on FishPal? 
Surely FishPal would benefit? Cockburn 
doesn’t think that’s likely. He said, “Local 
angling clubs have been going for a long 
time. No proprietor would do that lightly. 
There would be local pushback.”

Will FishPal be using its influence to 
persuade landowners to lower rents? 
Cockburn said: “I haven’t yet. But as part 
of what I do I’ll be having conversations 
with clubs about their situation. The fact 
that we have good relationships with the 
owners of beats, that allows us to have 
conversations the likes of which nobody 
else can. It has to be a big help. Let’s see 
what can come of it.”

The final part of the programme is to 
improve the way anglers handle fish. 
While Cockburn says he is not against 
taking a fish for the table, he says catch-
and-release is necessary and a two-part 
story: putting fish back started becoming 
the norm 10 years ago, but now there is a 
new chapter, which is learning how to 
release fish properly, safely. FishPal 
plans to create a high-quality video this 
autumn that will show good practice.

Cockburn must report to Scottish 
Government on the progress of the 
programme every month. He says he acts 
as a link with Scottish Government, 
some of whose officials have little 
knowledge of game-fishing. Part of 
FishPal’s role as a “delivery partner” is to 
ensure they are better informed.

If you think your club would benefit 
from FishPal’s help, contact fishpal.com 
or call Tom Carter on 01573 470 612.

What about clubs who simply can’t
afford to pay rents? Won’t landowners

Justice for  
Lincolnshire club 

Fish Legal has secured a £36,000 

settlement for its member club, Grantham 

Angling Association (GAA), from a farmer 

responsible for polluting the River Witham 

near Grantham, Lincolnshire with  

6,000 litres of liquid fertiliser in April 2012. 

The fertiliser spill was estimated to have killed 

more than 2,000 wild brown trout – some up 

to 24 in in length and up to 4 lb in weight – and 

countless fish of other species in the Witham. 

It spread over 13 km of the river, causing  

the closure of four sections of the  

angling club’s waters.

Malloch winners fish the Tay
PICTURED are the winners of the 

FishPal Junior Malloch Trophy enjoying 

their prize of a day’s fishing on the 

Fishponds beat of the River Tay on 

August 16. From left to right (front) are 

Jess England, Joshua Hunt, William 

Thornton and Jordon Grant. Also 

pictured are Fishponds head gillie Iain 

Kirk, FishPal marketing director Ann 

Woodcock and former speycasting 

world-record holder Scott MacKenzie.

Jess, Joshua, William and Jordon 

received tuition from Scott MacKenzie of 

Mackenzie DTX tackle and SGAIC 

instructor Iain, as well as a rod, reel and 

line from sponsors Glasgow Angling 

Centre and a box of flies from the 

Caledonia Fly Company. Sadly, fellow 

winner Conal Sinclair was unable to 

attend the day’s fishing, but he received 

a visit in hospital from the winner of the 

2015 Malloch Trophy, Tom Buchanan, 

and will be presented with the same 

tackle prizes at a later date.

Sharpe's Fish of the month competition
Water on the 

South Esk leased 

by Kirriemuir 

Angling Club. 

The club has 

pages on Fishpal 

and Facebook.

Usk in trouble
A dramatic decline in fry numbers  

has been discovered in the Welsh rivers  

Usk, Tywi and Clywd.  

Routine monitoring by Natural 

Resources Wales revealed that fry are  

at critically low levels.

Peter Gough, NRW Principal Fisheries 

Advisor, said: “These initial survey 

results are unprecedented in Wales in 

30 years of monitoring and are clearly 

very concerning. At the moment the 

cause of the decline remains a mystery 

but possible reasons include extremes 

of river flow over the winter and high 

water temperatures in the affected 

rivers. The possibility of disease or 

parasites is also being considered  

but is thought most unlikely.”

CONGRATULATIONS to T&S reader Pat MacLean from Knebworth, who caught this 
stunning 34 lb salmon on a DS Special fly from the Lakselva River in Norway. Pat is 
the winner of our August Sharpe’s Fish of the Month salmon competition. 

The winner of the trout competition was Graham Woosey from Whitley Bay, who 
caught a 22 in sea-trout from Loch Stack on a Muddler Minnow.
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journalist 
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in Norway 

and Iceland.  
His favourite 
river is the 

Aberdeenshire 
Dee

“I’ve never met an angler 
that kills for fun”
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Life and death
Richard Donkin examines our attitudes to  

the “suffering” of a hooked salmon

D
O FISH feel pain? And 
should it concern us if 
they do? These are 
questions for everyone 
in game fishing, 
particularly if we 

engage in catch-and-release. 
However indifferent we may feel to the 

suffering of our quarry, I doubt if there is 
anyone in fishing who has not mulled 
over the experience of the hooked fish 
from the point of view of the fish.

There’s no doubt whatsoever that a fish 
takes no joy from struggling to release 
itself from a hook. But I do wonder how 
helpful it is to use words derived from our 
human experience to describe the 
sensations of the fish. Words such as “joy”, “pleasure”, 
“anger” and, yes, “pain” are part of our personal 
experience, but do they translate to that of the fish?

Few species can face the assortment of perils that 
stand between birth and sexual fulfilment as those 
that must be overcome by the salmon. The lucky few 
smolts that make it to sea embark on a cycle of 
predation and growth before returning as adults to 
run a gauntlet of estuary and river predators – 
including us. Many of those that make it to the 
spawning redds bear the scars of suffering (another 
human descriptor) such as seal marks, hook tears and 
rock abrasions. The instinct to return and breed is so 
overwhelming, however, that nothing short of an 
insurmountable obstacle can divert that compulsion 
to finish their life’s mission.

Scientific studies have produced 
conflicting conclusions on the 
question of fish and pain. One of the 
best-known experiments, carried out 
by Lynne Sneddon, director of Bioveterinary Science 
at Liverpool University, observed a rainbow trout 
injected with bee venom. The fish became agitated, 
grinding its nose into the gravel of its tank. The study 
showed that fish have nociceptors, small nerve 
endings that in humans are known to respond  
to painful stimuli.

Other academics, however, have rejected the notion 
that fish feel pain as humans do, arguing that the less 
sophisticated composition of the cerebral cortex in 
fish means that the message their brains receive 
from what we would regard as painful stimuli is  
less of an “ouch” and possibly more of an “oh no,  
I do not like this one bit.”

This possible distinction is the only mitigating 
factor I can advance for the way that chefs in some 
restaurants in China pride themselves in preparing, 
cooking and serving living fish at the table, which 

customers proceed to eat. For the curious 
with strong stomachs, there is a film on 
YouTube that demonstrates the entire 
process. When a link to this video was posted 
on the Salmon Fishing Forum website,  
the reaction of hardened salmon fishers  
was unambiguous – “beyond disgusting”  
was one summary.  

Yet, as some acknowledged, the video 
forced us as fishermen to confront the 
morality of our sport. Indeed, some, like me, 
may even feel uneasy describing what we do 
as “sport”. One poster recalled another 
angler’s response to his son asking: “Why 
catch a fish and put it back?”

“I just like to see it fighting for its life at the 
end of my line,” he replied. To my mind that’s 

an honest response, particularly if you add the tactile 
element. It’s feeling the fish on the end of the line that 
gets my adrenaline pumping.

So why would I suggest that the question of fish and 
pain matters more if we release fish? The answer is 
all about honesty of intent. I’d argue that the  
hunter-fisher, killing for the table, is responding  
to some kill-to-eat urge embedded deep in their 
consciousness, both recognised and accepted.  
When someone of this mind releases a fish they  
do so by choice, knowing they are  
denying a natural impulse. 

To fish and to kill is to exercise studied 
indifference. There’s studied indifference involved in 
catch-and-release, too, but I believe this to be a 

product of alternative thinking. 
This accommodates game fishing 
within an approach that strives to 
alleviate suffering (as we know it) in 
every way possible short of selling 

your gear and giving up. 
I think most game anglers understand these 

differences, even if they demonstrate conflicting 
sympathies. This would explain the polarised 
opinions that have created such fissures in salmon 
and trout fishing over catch-and-release. 

We fish, primarily, because we enjoy fishing.  
Eating our catch, for many of us, is satisfying, not  
just for the taste of the fish, but because it completes 
life’s circle. It puts us where we are by the river bank, 
in the company of our choosing. I’ve never met an 
angler who kills for fun. If we eschew that part of the 
catch we can draw equal if not even more satisfaction 
from returning fish. A mighty fish caught, handled 
with respect and returned with care goes a long  
way towards reaffirming our humanity.  
It’s a question of fundamentals. After all,  
we cannot hear them scream. 
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Farmed salmon escapees
THERE IS a situation all along the west 
coast of Scotland where most rivers have 
category 3 status, which means that, 
unless otherwise stated, all salmon 
caught by rod and line must be released. 
On the west coast escaped farmed 
salmon are caught by game fishermen 
once they enter the river systems.  
These fish have different genetics  

Handling a salmon with care
ON AUGUST 29, 2016 at the Upper 
Delvine beat of the River Tay, 
fishing on a “Let’s Tackle Cancer” 
charity day with winning bidders 
Derek Hughes and Robert Curly,  
I hooked a salmon just below the  
big tree on the Baldarroch pool in 
fast water. On the first revolution of 
the reel, the handle came off the 
Super Condex I was using. I was 
faced with the question of how to 
retrieve line at a suitable speed to 
fight this fish, which felt like a good 
one. At this time I was mid river,  
and Derek waded out with the 
landing net. I explained the  

problem to him. After a few minutes 
he suggested using his small 
scissors somehow, but then I 
remembered the forceps in my 
pocket. By sticking the point 
through one of the holes of the reel  
I managed to use them as a handle.  
I brought the fish to the net after a 
fair old struggle. The fish was 
photographed, allowed time to 
revive and released. The fish was 
estimated at 12 lb, (31 in) and  
caught on a Castle Killer as  
shown in T&S in April 1996.
Ted Eadie, Perth and District  
Anglers’ Association

Another reason for taking forceps. Ted’s fine 12 lb salmon from the River Tay.

to wild salmon and pose a threat by 
interbreeding with wild stocks once  
they reach the redds.

The escapees have a totally different 
appearance and composition to our 
native wild salmon, and this is 
recognised by many proficient game 
fishermen. This begs the question:  
as they are not true wild fish, once 
caught why should they be released  
into the river? 

I don’t think that releasing these fish 
is in the best interests of wild salmon 
stocks. I would suggest that provisions 
for the despatch and removal of escaped 
farmed salmon should be included in 
the Wild Fisheries Reform Bill, before 
the draft becomes law.
Greg Marsh, Argyll

Unknown no more
I WOULD just like to write to confirm 
that I am the “unknown angler” in the 
photo by Eric Watson (Letters, Autumn).  
I was surprised and delighted to see it – 
the fish has become a household legend 
already and my two boys keep asking  
me about it.

It was around the 20 lb mark, a fairly 
fresh cock fish – details of which were 
duly returned to Pitlochry Angling Club.

Taking photos myself was precarious 
to say the least. I managed a couple  
mid-fight but unhooking and 
photographing the fish in rocky wading 
conditions was difficult. Also my spool 
came off at one point, which didn’t help.

I’d like to recommend fishing this 
part of the Tummel – I hooked a larger 
fish shortly after and the river was alive 
with fish of all sizes up to about 25 lb.  
It was a great couple of days’ fishing.
Derek McLay, Stirlingshire

Misfire?
JOHN GRIERSON (Letters, September) 
attempts to “take aim at owners”. I think 
he needs some target practice, or at least 
to get his facts straight.

The salmon fishing season has not 
lengthened, at least in Scotland, so there 
has been no boom in revenues, only 
perhaps a shift from spring to autumn 
bookings. Nor have prices soared, at 
least on the rivers that I know, and 
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A most important fish
I READ Kurt Roth’s heartwarming 
letter about taking children fishing 
and thought I would send these 
photos of my eight-year-old 
daughter, Olivia, who joined me and 
my good friend and mentor, Dave 
O’Dell, for a whole day at Bickton 
fishery and loved every minute of it.

She caught the trout after Dave 
taught her the art of a fast retrieve.

Kurt put the value of seeing your 
child catching a fish at more than 
three of your own… I would go 
considerably higher for your son or 
daughter’s first catch and was so 
proud of her as she took on board 
every encouraging piece of advice 
that came her way to land this most 
important of fish. Never have  
I prayed so much for a fish to stay  
on a (mainly) tight line. 
Ed Jackson, West Sussex

Olivia and her first rainbow trout, 
caught using a fast retrieve.

certainly not on the North Esk, which  
I know best, where price increases  
over the past 10 years have been  
below inflation.

He also completely misunderstands 
the impact of FishPal. This offers a 
valuable facility for anglers to find and 
book fishing, but the effect can often be 
to allow anglers to wait until the last 
minute before booking to see how water 
and weather conditions are developing 
rather than make block bookings well in 
advance for full or half weeks. In terms 
of letting a fishery fully and cost 
efficiently the latter is far more 
satisfactory. The impact can be quite 
severe for owners of rivers where the 
catches have been declining, whereas it 
works very well for infilling un-let days 
on well-let beats. And of course nothing 
comes for free, so FishPal charges a 
commission on the bookings, which is 
borne by the owner, introducing yet 
another cost.

The argument Mr. Grierson 
introduces on catch-and-release being a 
reason for reducing rents has no basis in 
logic. It is done to try to counter the 
decline in stocks on many rivers, a 
decline that he goes on to bemoan. 
Catch-and-release is a completely 
separate issue that has no bearing 
whatsoever on the economics of owning 
and letting out a salmon fishery. 

Finally there is the populist call to 
reduce rents. How easy to propose and 
how nice – unless the start point is one of 
a very low and erratic level of 
profitability. Does Mr. Grierson 
appreciate that there is no license fee in 
Scotland because all the costs of 
managing and maintaining the rivers 
have hitherto been borne by river boards 
funded by the riparian owners. Any 
profit built up over the years is often 
fully eliminated by large hits such as net 
buy-outs or, as in the current year, 
massive costs of repairing riverbanks 
damaged in the severe floods. Over  
a 10-year period the cash return on a 
well-maintained and managed beat 
would be minimal and this has not been 
offset by any significant increase in 
capital values, because salmon fishing is 
rightly seen as a risky investment.

Owners are not complaining about 
this situation. Most of them relish the 

challenges and have a real wish to 
improve their fisheries. But loose,  
ill-informed talk of profiteering 
by “privileged people who give nothing 
back” is completely wide of the mark and 
diverts attention away from the real 
issues of fish farms, netting and 
environmental degradation. 
Michael Henderson, Surrey

Jay persecution
AS A lifelong fisherman and naturalist  
I am concerned about one of our wild 
bird species that is targeted for our 
sport. I have seen large numbers of jay 
feathers being sold on eBay, although 
apparently legally sourced. How many 
birds are being shot to provide so many 
feathers for fly dressing? 

I think this could be a serious problem 
for more of our wild birds but the jay in 
particular seems to be targeted for 
financial gain. The inclusion of the jay 
on the general shooting license is beyond
me and I believe we should consider the 
ethics of using such materials.
Bill Jackson, Oban

Free stuck ferrules
YOU DO not need three people to 
separate jammed ferrules as suggested 
in Trout Surgery (T&S, Autumn). If you 
do have a jammed ferrule here is a 
method that will not fail and will not 
damage the rod.

Firstly, get hold of a cooperative mate; 
face each other about a yard apart 
holding the jammed ferrule between 
you. First man, place left hand above 
ferrule on section furthest away and 
place right hand below ferrule on 
nearest section and grip rod firmly. 
Second man (facing first man) does 
exactly what the first man has done  
i.e. left hand above ferrule on furthest 
section and right hand below ferrule  
on nearest section. Participants  
must make way for each other’s  
hands on the rod sections  
and grip firmly.

At this point it will be obvious to  
each man that both his hands are in  
a position to pull away from each other. 
There will be two hands pulling and  
two hands pushing. At the count  
of three both men will push and  
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L E T T E R S

The mystery of a woman
I AM trying to identify a woman 
salmon fisher in a photograph  
I bought at auction some 20 years 
ago. I bought it because it 
looked interesting and I 
thought it might have some 
historical significance. I think 
she is an Edwardian and she is 
posing with a rod and reel next 
to a huge salmon that must have 
been four feet long. 

There is nothing to indicate 
who she is but perhaps one of  
the readers of this page may 

know something about her?
Tom Montgomery, via email

pull and the rod sections will have 
regained their independence. 

When the sections come free watch out 
for the possibility of them dinging the 
dog in the eye, or worse, knocking over a 
glass of the liquid amber.
Peter Hughes, Hampshire

Train takes the strain
IN LETTERS, September,  
P. Morley warned us of KLM’s baggage 
charge of 250 Euros each way for a KIS 
rod case on a transatlantic flight. It isn’t 
just KLM that needs to sort out its 
pricing policy. For an economy return 
flight from London to Edinburgh, 
British Airways asked me for an 
extra £130 for a single rod tube 
measuring 110 cm x 6.5 cm. I declined 
and took the train instead.
Dr Norman Parkinson, London

Gentlemen of a certain age 
EVERY MONTH in Trout & Salmon there 
are warnings of the hazards that face 
our sport. Some are borderline 
apocalyptic, others sensible and 
represent good practice.

My major concern for game fishing is 
starkly represented by the news article 
on page 43 of the September issue which 
deals with the age profile of fishing 
tackle purchasers – 80 per cent aged 

over 30. There could not be a more 
graphic indication of the slow death that 
game-fishing and also other field sports 
will endure. Shooting which I also enjoy 
exhibits the same traits in its 
publications. However shooting takes a 
divergent and I believe more progressive 
path with a wider range of coverall 
bodies such as BASC actively recruiting 
youngsters at an early age. This 
approach of ‘get em young’ was recently 
demonstrated by the young shots day 
organised by BASC which my son and 
three friends joined 20 other pre teens 
in a day of hide building, field craft, 
species identification, and the 
culmination shooting clays. To describe 
the joy and excitement these children 
experienced was amazing - and all for 
£25. The fishing fraternity would do well 
to see this approach as a sound 
investment to be ignored at its peril. 
When I was in my teens I would give 
anything to have a chance of catching a 
trout. Your excellent magazine could do 
more to entice young anglers – the future 
of our sport – to participate.

Nearly all the articles and photographs 
show gentlemen of a certain age and 
waist size, such as myself, and not 
enough younger anglers having a go or 
being tutored by the older generation.

Coarse angling has stolen a march on 
game fishing not only in printed content 
but also with concessionary club 

membership and access to water. It is, I 
believe, time to wake up and show some 
investment in getting children involved 
in game fishing.

Is it not time to have at the very least a 
junior section for these aspiring anglers 
who do exist but are unsure of how to 
enter our sport? Could it be time for a 
Trout & Salmon Mr Crabtree?
Nick Assirati, Dorset

Rights with retailers
Your correspondent J. Jeffrey’s contract 
relating to his leaking wading jacket 
(Letters, Autumn) was made with the 
retailer. Regardless of the warranty 
terms provided by the manufacturer  
his claim should have been made 
against the retailer for selling goods  
that were not for purpose, as described, 
and of merchantable quality.  
No manufacturer’s warranty can 
supersede this liability under  
the sale of goods act.
James Peppitt, Fakenham

Ban the bugs
I AM concerned at the growing 
prominence of direct, leader-to-hand 
nymphing tactics in our sport  
(Czech, French, Polish etc). Born out  
of the ridiculous “catch-at-all-costs” 
competition scene, it has begun to  
creep its way into the mainstream.

Presenting teams of heavy nymphs on 
long leaders with little or no fly-line out 
of the rod tip hardly seems like  
fly-fishing to me. It may be easier  
to learn, and no doubt it is highly 
effective, but so is a worm. 

In presenting a dry-fly or shallowly 
fished nymph to a trout, we deceive the 
fish sufficiently that it moves from its lie 
to take our fly. Dragging a bunch of 
heavy bugs along the bottom, into the 
face of the fish, which may take them for 
any number of reasons other than as 
potential food, is hardly the same thing.

It’s certainly not part of the A River 
Runs Through It aesthetic of the sport. 

As an occasional method for deep-
lying winter grayling I can see its merit, 
but I would like to see it banned from 
April to October.
Nathanael James, via e-mail

48 xxxxxxxxx2016 www.trout-and-salmon.co.uwww.trout-and-salmon.co.uk



The GTS900 is our highest specification flagship fly reel designed for 

all freshwater fly fishing scenarios. Built with full bar stock 6061-T6 

aluminium and finished with quality hardware, it's lightweight yet 

engineered to ensure strength is not sacrificed. At the core, the 

sealed Rulon disc drag system gives you outstanding performance 

and lasting durability to land the hardest fighting fish. 

Prices start from £159.99 RRP.

greysfishing.com



NEW!
HARDY ZEPHRUS 
FLY RODS
Sintrix 440 blank. Supplied in 
Hardy Aluminium tube. 
4 piece construction.
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #7 £599
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #8 £599
Zephrus AWS 10ft #6 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #7 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #8 £649

Many more models in stock

Sintrix 440 blank. Supplied in
Hardy Aluminium tube.

Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #7 £599
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #8 £599
Zephrus AWS 10ft #6 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #7 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #8 £649

Many more models in stock

NAUTILUS CCF X2 
REELS

Super smooth drag.
Super light machined aluminium.

CCF X2 #6/8 £399
CCF X2 #8/10 £469
CCF X2 #10/11 £499
CCF X2 Super King £569

Ideal for freshwater 
and destination 
saltwater species

Super light machined aluminium.

NEW!
HARDY WRAITH FLY RODS
With Sintrix 550 technology 
generate incredible line speed
and fast tip recovery.

Wraith FWS 9ft #5 £649

Wraith FWS 9ft #6 £649

Wraith AWS 9ft 6in #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #8 £699

HARDY ZEPHRUS
FLY RODS
Sintrix 440 blank. Supplied in
Hardy Aluminium tube.
4 piece construction.
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #7 £599
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #8 £599

HARDY WRAITH FLY RODS
With Sintrix 550 technology
generate incredible line speed
and fast tip recovery.

Wraith FWS 9ft #5 £649

Wraith FWS 9ft #6 £649

Wraith AWS 9ft 6in #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #8 £699

NEW!
HARDY ULTRALITE CA DD REELS

Ultra smooth performance,
ultra-fast pick up, stunning new styling.

CA DD 4000 WF5+75 £229 
CA DD 5000 WF6+80 £249 
CA DD 6000 WF7+100 £249 
CA DD 7000 WF8+115 £279
CA DD 8000 WF9+150 £279
CA DD 9000 WF10+150 £299
CA DD 10000 WF10+240 £299

ultra-fast pick up, stunning new styling.

CA DD 4000 WF5+75 £229
CA DD 5000 WF6+80 £249
CA DD 6000 WF7+100 £249
CA DD 7000 WF8+115 £279
CA DD 8000 WF9+150 £279
CA DD 9000 WF10+150 £299
CA DD 10000 WF10+240 £299

NEW!
HARDY ULTRALITE MA DD REELS
Medium arbour with larger capacity
Ultra smooth performance,
ultra-fast pick up, stunning 
new styling.

MA DD 3000 DT4+55 £229
MA DD 5000 DT6+85 £249
MA DD 6000 DT7+140 £279
MA DD 800 0DT9+150 £309
MA DD 10000 DT11+160 £339

Ultra smooth performance,
ultra-fast pick up, stunning

MA DD 3000 DT4+55 £229
MA DD 5000 DT6+85 £249
MA DD 6000 DT7+140 £279
MA DD 800 0DT9+150 £309
MA DD 10000 DT11+160 £339

Casting
pool on 

premises

NEW!
GREYS GR70 FLY RODS
High modulus carbon.   
4 piece construction

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS
High modulus carbon.
4 piece construction

GR70 9ft #5 £229.99
GR70 9ft 6in #6 £249.99
GR70 9ft 6in #7 £249.99
GR70 10ft #7 £269.99
GR70 13ft #8 £359.99
GR70 14ft #9 £379.99
GR70 15ft #10 £399.99

Specialists in tackle for all of 
your destination fi shing trips
Our team of experienced anglers 

are here to help and advise

If you’re in the area why not pay us a visit, we are in the 
very heart of the Midlands.. only 4 miles from 

junction 25 on the M1 Motorway.
You can park your car on our free private car park in front of the shop.

9-13 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, TROWELL, NOTTINGHAM NG9 3PA.

ORDER BY PHONE

0115 930 1816
or online: www.walkersoftrowell.com
email: sales@walkersoftrowell.com

Fax: 01159440898

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED, VISA 
ELECTRON, DELTA, MASTER CARD,VISA.

GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE

SIMMS FREESTONE
(SMOKE) 
WADER COMBO
Super value package

with Freestone felt 

sole boot £390.00
or with Freestone 

Vibram 

sole boot

£400.00

SIMMS FREESTONESIMMS FREESTONE

with Freestone

GREYS CT WADER 
COMBO
Ideal for the casual angler.

These waders feature 

Climatex3L fabric

£189.99
Complete with 
FREE 
Strata CT
wading boots

Complete with

Ideal for the casual angler.Ideal for the casual angler.

THE NEW X 
PLEASE RING 
FOR DETAILS

NEW FOR 2016!
WYCHWOOD

Connect fl y lines £29.99 each

Feather fl oater WF3 to WF7 

Rocket fl oater WF5 to WF8  

Little Dipper 5 ft sink tip WF6 to WF8 

Big Dipper 10ft sink tip WF6 to WF8

The Hoverer 1” per sec sink WF6 to 8

Ghost intermediate 1.5” per sec WF6 to WF8

Mid Zone 3” per sec WF6 to WF8

Low Zone 5” per sec WF6 to WF8

Deck Zone 7” per sec WF6 to WF8

All new taper design. Welded front loop.
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BEAT THE LEAVES
Follow these proven tips to reduce the problem of  
hook-snagging leaves in autumn salmon rivers

Our thanks to Jim Curry, Ian Gordon, Ross Macdonald and Clive Mitchelhill.

HOW TO

Rotate the hook
Whether using singles or doubles in your tube-flies,  

if you rotate the hook, the points will be offered more 

protection by the wing and therefore there is more chance 

that any leaves sliding down the line will slip by. This 

position also prevents a hair wing from becoming caught 

and twisted unnaturally around the hook points on the  

underside of the fly.

Use single hooks
Simple. Reduce the number of hook points and barbs  

that will penetrate and retain leaves. You might think this 

reduces the chances of your catching fish but that’s not 

necessarily true and it’s a small price to pay if you hook  

far fewer leaves. Depending on its size, a single hook may 

be more easily taken and will give the fish less leverage with 

which to escape. It may also leave a smaller wound and is 

more catch-and-release friendly. 

If fishing tube-flies this back-end you could consider 

circle hooks. The efficiency of circles is doubted by some 

salmon anglers, but because few of us use them it is difficult 

to say whether they hook fewer fish than a standard hook. 

Their acutely turned-in point will pierce fewer leaves.

to say whether they hook fewer fish than a standard hook.

Their acutely turned-in point will pierce fewer leaves.

Tie the fly with a long  
and stiff hackle
This will create a wide “collar”, which will 

deflect leaves away from the hookpoint(s). 

Given that you are likely to be fishing in high 

water at the back-end (rather than in low 

summer levels), a heavier dressing is fine. 

Use the tip of a cock hackle feather where the 

fibres are stiff, but you’ll need 6-8 turns to 

achieve the bulk necessary for the fibres to 

support each other. A stiff collar hackle will also 

dart around attractively in the current, more so 

than a sparsely tied pattern. You can also try 

tying the fly on a perfection or Rapala loop, 

which will give it even more mobility and more 

chance of it deflecting off leaves.

Tie the fly with a long
and stiff hackle
This will create a wide “collar”, which will

deflect leaves away from the hookpoint(s).

Given that you are likely to be fishing in high

and twisted unnaturally around the hook points on the

underside of the fly.

Use rigid tails and wings 
Working in conjunction with the 

rotated hook, fishing a tube-fly 

with a long tail or wing (such as a 

Shrimp pattern) will help cover 

the hookpoint(s). Utilising stiff 

materials within the tail (and/or 

wing) will further reduce leaf 

problems. Try the stiffer base 

section of boar bristles 

rather than the finer tips,  

or use stripped cock 

hackle stems (feelers).  

Tie these in at the rear  

of the tube and extend 

them beyond the 

hookpoint(s).

Use rigid tails and wings
Working in conjunction with the

rotated hook, fishing a tube-fly

with a long tail or wing (such as a

Shrimp pattern) will help cover

the hookpoint(s). Utilising stiff

materials within the tail (and/or

wing) will further reduce leaf

problems. Try the stiffer base

section of boar bristles

rather than the finer tips,

or use stripped cock

hackle stems (feelers).

Tie these in at the rear

of the tube and extend

them beyond the

hookpoint(s).

rotated hook, fishing a tube-fly

with a long tail or wing (such as a

Shrimp pattern) will help cover

the hookpoint(s). Utilising stiff

materials within the tail (and/or

wing) will further reduce leaf

problems. Try the stiffer base

A circle hook.
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Fish deeper
If most of the leaves are being carried on 

or near the surface, you can sometimes 

avoid them by fishing deeper with a 

sinking line or tips and/or heavier flies. 

This ploy should be dictated by 

conditions: if the water levels are low or 

the fish are not taking flies at depth, you 

will lessen your chances of catching a fish.

Tie a nylon or 

wire leafguard
Single and double fly or tube-fly hooks can 

be made with a hook guard. There are various 

ways of doing this. For a single hook, try tying 

in a piece of heavy mono or wire from the head 

to just behind the barb. One or two shorter 

lengths of stiff mono tied beard-style may also 

be effective. Correctly gauging the stiffness of 

mono is important. Too thin and it will not deflect 

leaves and if it is too thick it may reduce hooking 

potential. 18 lb mono is about right.

Single and double fly or tube-fly hooks can

be made with a hook guard. There are various

ways of doing this. For a single hook, try tying

in a piece of heavy mono or wire from the head

to just behind the barb. One or two shorter

lengths of stiff mono tied beard-style may also

be effective. Correctly gauging the stiffness of

mono is important. Too thin and it will not deflect

leaves and if it is too thick it may reduce hooking

potential. 18 lb mono is about right.

Snap-T aggressively 
If a leaf attaches itself to your hook, rather than haul in 

30 yards of fly- and running-line, perform the first part of 

an aggressive Snap T cast. The whiplash caused by the 

change in the line’s direction will, more often than not, 

“fire” the leaf off the hook. 

If you are not successful the first time, roll-cast 

downstream and repeat the “snap”. If the leaf is still 

fouled up, it’s probably deeply embedded and you will 

have to manually clear it. A word of caution: make sure 

you don’t make the angle of the change in direction  

too acute because if you’re fishing with a heavy autumn 

fly, it could strike and damage your rod tip. 

Tidy your knots and 
connections
Don’t leave tag ends or lumpy loop-to-loop 

connections on which leaves can snag or 

wedge themselves. Trim close to knots and 

frayed braid and use micro loops.

Tidy your knots and
connections
Don’t leave tag ends or lumpy loop-to-loop

connections on which leaves can snag or

wedge themselves. Trim close to knots and

frayed braid and use micro loops.

Fish deeper
If most of the leaves are being carried on

or near the surface, you can sometimes

avoid them by fishing deeper with a

sinking line or tips and/or heavier flies.

This ploy should be dictated by

conditions: if the water levels are low or

the fish are not taking flies at depth, you

will lessen your chances of catching a fish.

Use a white or unnaturally coloured fly
The colour of the fly will not stop leaves  

from snagging, but it will make your fly stand  

out in a leaf soup. Try a white-winged fly like  

a Junction Shrimp or something 

totally different.

Use a white or unnaturally coloured fly
The colour of the fly will not stop leaves

from snagging, but it will make your fly stand

out in a leaf soup. Try a white-winged fly like

a Junction Shrimp or something

totally different.

FLOW

FLY-LINE

To perform a Snap-T: with the fly on the dangle below 

you, raise your rod to lift the line and draw the fly to 

the surface downstream of your position. Turn your 

body and the rod to point towards the far bank 

opposite, and then aggressively “snap” the rod down 

and under the line. The rod should finish in a low 

position, parallel to the water and pointing 

downstream or slightly towards the near bank.
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BALANCE 
YOUR FLY-LINES 

AND TIPS
Simon Gawesworth explains how to correctly match your 

Spey-lines, shooting-heads, tips and leaders to 
improve your chances of a salmon

A balanced fly-line set-up will  
make casting a pleasure and 
improve presentation.
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I 
RUN INTO many anglers around the 
world who are either confused by 
the modern assortment of fly-lines 
for Spey-casting, or who have the 
right bit of kit for one situation  
(a May trip to the Dee, for example), 

but that fails miserably on their next outing 
(an October visit to the Tweed). Understanding 
some simple design elements of a fly-line, and 
how to balance heads or bellies with tips and 
leaders, can go a long way to achieving 
effortless, efficient casting, and greater 
success on the water.

Sadly, there isn’t a single fly-line that will do 
all jobs well. Think of a tool box, and how a 
hammer and screwdriver are equally 
important items in that box, and that no way 
can one do the job of the other. If you are 

fishing multiple situations, seasons and  
water conditions, you are going to need  
more than one tool.

The “tools” for modern salmon fishing are 
most likely going to be either a “Scandi” 
shooting-head, a “Skagit” shooting-head or a 
traditional long-belly Spey-line, with 
numerous reasons for choosing them all. 
Simply, Scandi heads are easy to cast and give 
great presentation; Skagit heads are easy to 
cast, are powerful and cast big flies and sink 
tips; and traditional Spey-lines are more 
efficient at fishing, with less stripping time 
and more fishing time between each cast.

The purpose of this article is to look at some 
of the subtle intricacies of matching these  
fly-lines to added sinking tips, to ensure the 
best balance, and easiest-casting outfits.

Simon 

Gawesworth 

is one of the 

world’s top 

Spey-casting 

authorities, 

with decades 

of teaching 

experience. 

He is also  

the brand 

manager for 

Rio Products.
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■Shooting-head – a short (20 ft-45 ft approx.) fly-

line attached to separate thin running line. The 

head pulls or “shoots” the running line when cast, 

typically enabling you to cast long distances with 

little effort. But you must retrieve or strip back all 

the running line before you can cast again.

■Scandi – Abbreviation of Scandinavian, refers to 

a type of shooting-head with a longish front taper 

(thick to thin) that is ideal for softer presentations.

■Skagit – Named after the Skagit River in British 

Columbia, this is a very short (20 ft-26 ft) type of 

shooting-head with a short front taper that is used 

to turn over heavy flies and fast-sinking heavy tips.

■Spey-line – A traditional fly-line that has a long 

front taper and long belly (50 ft-75 ft). The belly 

forms the casting weight of the fly-line. A Spey-line 

is ideal for swinging flies across a stream with little 

or no stripping needed at the end of the cast. A 

separate running line is not needed.

■Grains – A unit for measuring weight: 1 gram 

equals approximately 15.4 grains; 1 ounce equals 

approximately 437.5 grains. Lines and rods made 

in North America tend to favour grains as a unit of 

measurement, whereas European makers tend to 

use grams.

■Tip – A short (5 ft-15 ft), tapered length of fly-line 

that sinks at a designated rate. Usually attached to 

the main fly-line via a welded loop.

■Sinking leader – A coated leader, such as an 

Airflo Polyleader or Rio Versileader, that attaches 

to the front of the fly-line or tip that is usually of a 

sink, hover or intermediate density. Thinner than a 

tip. Usually 5 ft-10 ft long.

■Mono leader – Maybe tapered or level, with or 

without the addition of tippet. Forms the 

connection between the end of the fly-line, tip or 

sinking leader and the fly.

■Rio MOW tip – Named for three innovators in 

steelhead fishing, Mike McCune, Scott O’Donnell 

and Ed Ward, MOW tips are 10 ft lengths of heavy 

sinking “T” material and floating material 

combined (the length of the floating section varies 

with the sink-rate). They are intended for use with 

Skagit shooting-heads to get a fly down to the 

correct fishing depth as quickly as possible.

■T-tips – Made from a length of level fly-line 

heavily infused with tungsten powder. They are 

designed to be cut by the angler to the desired 

length. The proceeding number indicates the grain 

weight of 1 ft of the material, eg T-11 is 11 grains per 

foot and an 8 ft length of it would weigh 88 grains.

TH E “P OW ER” 
OF A F LY-L IN E
Imagine taking a brick and 
standing it up on end so it was 
vertical, then imagine throwing a 
ping-pong ball at it to try to knock 
it over – probably impossible. Take 
a cricket ball, and try the same 
thing and you would get a very 
different result. As most people 
know, mass moves mass, and this 
applies to fly-lines as much as it 
does to knocking a brick over. 

If there was one thing I had to 
put my finger on that is least 
understood, and yet most 
important with regard to building 
a balanced outfit, I would say it is 
understanding a fly-line’s “power”. 
If you know the power of the  
fly-line, it is very easy to add tips, 
leaders, big flies, deal with  
winds, get good turnover and 
presentation, and make longer, 
more effortless casts. In other 
words, understanding how  
to factor the power of a fly-line  
is essential.

Let’s say you are fishing in big 
water, and you need to get down 
deep to where the fish are. You 
might add a length of T-14 to your 
outfit. T-14 is a fast-sinking tip that 
weighs 14 grains per foot, and to 
cast this easily you will need to 
attach it to a fly-line that weighs 
14 grains per foot (or more), 
otherwise there simply isn’t 
enough power in the fly-line to lift 
and turnover the T-14. “Balancing” 
your outfit is as simple as that.

So, how do you work out how 

much power your fly-line has?  
A fly-line’s power is measured in 
“grains per foot” – a “grain” being 
a unit of weight, and a tiny one at 
that (for those interested, there 
are 15.4 grains in a gram, and 
437.5 grains in an ounce – see 
what I mean by “tiny”). A very 
simple way of finding out the fly-
line’s power is to take the head 
weight, and divide it by the head 
length. If a shooting-head weighs 
600 grains and is 30 ft in length, 
its “power” is 20 gr/ft (600 divided 
by 30 = 20).

Shorter fly-lines have much 
more power than longer fly-lines 
of the same weight. For example, 
if you have a 20 ft long head, and a 
30 ft long head, both weighing 
600 grains, the shorter one is 
much more powerful with 30 gr/ft 
versus the 20 gr/ft of the longer 
one. If you now compare a long-
belly traditional Spey-line, with a 
belly weight of 600 grains, and a 
belly length of 60 ft, you will see 
why such fly-lines are really poor 
at turning over heavy flies, fast-
sinking tips, or coping with a stiff 
head wind. A fly-line with this 
belly length only has an average 
weight of 10 gr/ft.

A DDING TI PS A N D 
L E A DER S
Things become more complicated 
when a situation arises where you 
wish to add a sinking tip to get 
your fly down deep. To make 
casting a sinking tip as easy as 
possible, it is essential to balance 
it to the Spey-line or shooting-head 
you are attaching it to, and the 
first step to getting a balanced 
outfit is to know the gr/ft weight or 
“power” of the Spey-line/shooting-
head and the tip you are adding.

I like the “connection weight” 
between the front of a shooting-
head or Spey-line and the rear of a 
sinking tip to be anything 
between 0 to 4 grains lighter than 
the line. If the front of my fly-line 
has a 1 ft weight of 15 grains, I 
would ensure that I attach a tip 
that has a weight of between 11 
and 15 gr/ft. If the front end of the 
fly-line is much heavier than the 
back of the tip there is a huge kick 

“As most people know, mass moves mass, 

and this applies to fly-lines as much as it 

does to knocking over a brick”

Scandi set-up
This “multi-tip” Scandi 
shooting-head (top right) 
is attached to a separate 
running line (top left) 
with interchangeable 
tips (bottom) in a  
range of densities.
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of power when the heavy front end 
of the fly-line meets the light rear 
end of the tip (this results in the 
tip “bucking” in mid cast and 
collapsing too early). Far worse, 
though, is when the front end of 
the fly-line has less gr/ft than the 
rear end of the tip you have 
attached to it, as the fly-line 
simply won’t have the power to 
turn the tip over. 

W H Y TA PER S M A K E A 
BIG DI F F ER ENCE
The above outline is based on the 
simplest way of working out a fly-
line’s power – making the 
assumption that the fly-line in 
question is level. However, most 
fly-lines are tapered, with a 
thinner front end than its main 
body or belly, so the front end of 
the Spey-line or shooting-head to 
which you attach a tip has quite a 
different amount of power than 
the rest of the fly-line, and it is the 
power of this front end that is very 
important to the angler. A Skagit 
shooting-head has much more 
mass at the front than a Scandi 
shooting-head because of its much 
shorter, blunter front taper – even 
for the same weight. For example, 
the front 1 ft of a 650 gr Skagit 
shooting-head weighs about 14 
grains, while the same weight of a 

Scandi only weighs eight grains. 
It is all very well using a heavy 

tip when you have a nice, fat 
Skagit shooting-head on your rod, 
with plenty of power in the front, 
but what if you are fishing a 
traditional Spey-line or a Scandi 
shooting-head? Well, the physics 
still apply, so if you have a Scandi 
shooting-head that weighs 8 gr/ft 
at the front end you are going to 
really struggle with a 15 ft, 10 wt 
tip that has a rear end weight of 
17 grains. With less powerful fly-
lines, you need to have tips that 
are lighter, and if the lines are 
particularly light at the front end, 

KNOW HOW

the rest of the fly-line, and it is the
power of this front end that is very

Scandi only weighs eight grains.
It is all very well using a heavy

tip when you have a nice, fat
Skagit shooting-head on your rod,
with plenty of power in the front,

you need to start to look at sinking 
leaders (eg Airflo Polyleaders or 
Rio Versileaders), rather than 
sinking tips. Sinking leaders can 
sink as fast as a sinking tip, but 
weigh much less. For example, 
you can get a 10 ft fast-sinking 
leader that weighs only about 35 
grains – that averages only 3.5 gr/
ft, and has a rear-end weight of 
only about 6 gr/ft – very handy for 
attaching to Scandi shooting-
heads and traditional Spey-lines.

If you want to get the very best 
performance out of your fly-line 
when adding a tip to it, knowing 
that weight is essential.  

the front 1 ft of a 650 gr Skagit
shooting-head weighs about 14
grains, while the same weight of a

still apply, so if you have a Scandi
shooting-head that weighs 8 gr/ft
at the front end you are going to
really struggle with a 15 ft, 10 wt
tip that has a rear end weight of
17 grains. With less powerful fly-
lines, you need to have tips that
are lighter, and if the lines are
particularly light at the front end,

Average weights of popular tips
Here’s a simple chart that shows the “average weight” or power of a variety  

 of popular sinking tips that can be added to a Spey-line or shooting-head:

Average weights of popular fly-lines
Now let’s compare that with the “average weight” or power of some of the  

more commonly used fly-lines:

“MOW” TIPS  “T” TIPS 15 FT TIPS SINKING LEADERS

Med – 13 gr/ft T-11 – 11 gr/ft #8 (109 gr) – 7.3 gr/ft 10 ft “Spey” (88 gr) – 8.8 gr/ft

Heavy – 16 gr/ft T-14 – 14 gr/ft #9 (129 gr) – 8.6 gr/ft 10 ft “Scandi (35 gr) – 3.5 gr/ft

Extra-heavy – 19 gr/ft T-17 – 17 gr/ft #10 (150 gr) – 10 gr/ft

SKAGIT SHOOTING-HEAD SCANDI SHOOTING-HEAD LONG-BELLY SPEY-LINE

#8 (550 gr) – 24 gr/ft #8 (460 gr) – 12.4 gr/ft #8 (620 gr) – 9.7 gr/ft

#9 (625 gr) – 26 gr/ft #9 (520gr) – 13.7 gr/ft #9 (690 gr) – 10.5 gr/ft

#10 (700 gr) – 28 gr/ft #10 (580 gr) – 14.9 gr/ft #10 (765 gr) – 11.3 gr/ft

The above charts are a good guideline for balancing tips to the various fly-line options out there, 
but if you really want to dial in the physics, start to check the front weight of each line, and the back 
weight of each tip. With a totally balanced rig, you will get more distance, better presentation, and 
greater efficiency when casting – all for understanding a little maths.

Skagit set-up 
The thick Skagit shooting-head (top right) is 
attached to a separate running line (left) and 
can be used to cast heavy sinking tips such as 
those made from “T” material (bottom right).

Long-belly Spey-line
To achieve depth with a long-belly 
Spey-line (top) it is best to use 
coated sinking leaders (below).



58  October 2016      www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  

I CAN’T FISH 
WITHOUT…
How much tackle do you really need when  

trout-fishing on rivers? Paul Procter explains  
what fills his fishing bags

Paul Procter 
is a vice-

president of 
the Wild 

Trout Trust, 
an AAPGAI 

master 
instructor, 
guide and 
renowned  
fly-tyer.

F
OR YEARS I wore a 

waistcoat, but as my 

fishing morphed into 

something closer to 

hunting, an overhaul  

was needed. A multi-

pocketed waistcoat is 

capable of housing all kinds of 

paraphernalia but even those fitted  

with supportive yokes eventually 

cause neck and shoulder pain. Mine 

got ditched in favour of a comfortable 

back pack. If, however, you’re one who 

nips down to the river for a couple of 

hours, staying close to your car, then a 

waistcoat, bumbag or modern  

sling pack is just the job.

When I first wore a back pack I felt 

that I resembled a packhorse rather 

than a conservative fisherman, and I 

wasn’t sure I’d made the right decision. 

However, by severing the umbilical  

cord that tethers some anglers to their 

cars, I was free to roam. With 

refreshments, a waterproof jacket  

and a few other essentials stowed  

away, it meant I needn’t retrace my 

steps for lunch. Instead, this precious 

time could be spent watching  

for trout on the fin. 

The observant among you will  

notice that my back pack and chest 

pack aren’t a matching pair. I’m 

paranoid about getting fly-boxes 

sodden and therefore lean towards  

the waterproof Gale Force chest  

pack, which doubles as a waist  

pack for evening forays close  

to home.

I wear the packs all the time, they’re 

comfortable and don’t impede my 

casting, although it’s best not to cram 

too much into the chest pack.

WHAT’S IN THE 
CHEST PACK?

Sinkant
A tub of sinkant 

comes in handy to 

mask the entire 

leader when using 

Spiders. When dry-fly 

fishing a blade of grass 

rubbed along the  

tippet will work.

Nymph box
Nymphs should be slim to sink quickly 

and look lifelike. Their profile means  

they won’t be damaged if packed tightly 

into space-saving foam boxes,  

which don’t 

come more 

compact 

than the  

1.2 cm thick 

Orvis  

vest box.      

Dry-fly box
Although slotted foam keeps imitations 

neatly organised it can cause the 

delicate feathers found on dry-flies or 

emergers to crumple. For this reason  

I prefer to store all floating flies in clear 

compartment boxes. With 

my flies visible I don’t have to 

rifle through a chest pack in 

search of the correct box.  

I never quite understand 

why some anglers arm 

themselves with several 

boxes of the same colour, 

which must make 

selecting the correct 

box a lottery.

Tippet
I carry tippet spools rated from 6X 

(approx 3 lb) to 3X (approx 8.5 lb). Orvis 

Superstrong Plus is my favourite but 

whatever your preferred brand, to 

prolong its life, store nylon out of direct 

contact with UV light.

Tape measure
This is not a necessity, but I’m a stickler 

for weights and measures. I keep 

records of big fish I’ve caught over the 

years. A tape allows me 

to note the length 

and sometimes  

I also measure 

the girth.

Towel
Natural amadou is highly 

absorbent and excellent 

at removing excess 

moisture from dry-flies. 

But I’ve ruined three 

patches over the years by 

getting them continually 

wet – an expensive 

exercise. These days I clip 

a £1 hand towel to my 

pack. After unhooking a 

fish, I rinse the fly in water 

to remove slime and then 

give it a good squeeze  

in the towel. 

Leader carriers
A loop at the end of your  

fly-line is versatile because you 

can quickly connect different 

types of leaders: for dry-fly, 

nymphing, wet-fly, or streamer 

fishing. Pre-tied leaders loaded 

on to these compact foam 

carriers facilitate a fast change, 

which in turn encourages me  

to make a switch.

records of big fish I’ve caught over the

years. A tape allows me

to note the length

and sometimes

I also measure

the girth.

nymphing, wet-fly, or streamer

fishing. Pre-tied leaders loaded

on to these compact foam

carriers facilitate a fast

which in turn encourages

to make a switch.



Fly patch
A fly patch keeps all your favourite 
flies handy and allows those that 
have taken a dunking to thoroughly 
dry. For years I’ve used the  
C&F slotted-foam type, which has  
a clear plastic cover to prevent flies 
from being dislodged and protect 
them from rain.

Spider box
To prevent hackles being crushed and 
forming a “set”, I keep my Spider patterns in 
a compartment box. This doesn’t make 
perfect sense because Spiders have soft 
hackles and are pliable when wet and 
therefore there is little need to store them  
so lovingly, but  
my idiosyncratic 
nature dictates 
otherwise.

Hook hone
Hook points can be blunted if 
they glance off a tree trunk or 
stony bank during casting. 
Nymph patterns that scour the 
streambed can snag, which 
also takes its toil on fine points. 
A tool such as the Eze-Lap 
Hone squeezes into narrow 
hook gapes on smaller hooks 
to give them a pin-sharp edge.  

Floatant
I carry three types of floatant. For 
general use, a gel (eg Gink) works well, 
but care should be taken not to overdo 
it, otherwise a telltale slick may surround 
your fly. As good as gel is, I find it only 
works initially, when a fly is first tied on. 
For rejuvenating sodden flies, mucilin 
grease gets my vote. This doubles as a 
line/leader treatment to prevent strong 
currents from sucking the line beneath 
the surface and spoiling presentation.  
Both treatments are good for robust flies 
tied with deer hair, cock hackles and poly 
yarn. But delicate CDC patterns need 
more care – for these I have faith in 
powder dressings, which perk up the 
feathers every time. There are numerous 
brands, but I use one with a small brush 
that can dust specific parts of a fly, which 
is important when partially submerged 
emerger-style patterns are needed.   

Sheep’s wool
A bundle of natural 
sheep’s wool will act as an 
indicator when nymphing 
tricky water where takes 
can be hard to detect. 
Unobtrusive and buoyant, 
this type of indicator  
costs nothing.

Snips
With their integral retractor and 
spotlight, Boomerang snips take 
some beating. They have a serrated 
blade and therefore not only remain 
sharp, but are useful for trimming 
braid. The blades are quite thick, 
making it fiddly to snip waste mono 
on small flies. For this reason I also 
carry a pair of non-reflective black 

snips (pictured bottom of page) 
as these easily deal with the 
narrow gapes on wee hooks. I 
minimise the chance that I 

might give myself away by also 
using non-reflective rods, black 

reels and olive fly-lines.

Retractors
Retractors are perfect for tethering forceps or snips. I prefer 
those with a long-lasting, strong wire cord. I buy split rings 
(always useful) from my local ironmongers.

Forceps
Forceps are needed to flatten barbs and remove flies from 
deeply hooked fish. If you try to remove a fly by squeezing your 
fingers inside a fish’s mouth it can cause harm. I like small, 
compact forceps – longer forceps are unwieldy. Forceps  
and black snips are the only 
items that I carry on the 
outside of my pack, on a 
split ring attached to a 
zinger. The forceps’ jaws are 
clamped to the pack so that 
they don’t dangle.

hackles and are pliable when wet and
therefore there is little need to store them
so lovingly, but
my idiosyncratic
nature dictates
otherwise. Floatant

I carry three types of floatant. For
general use, a gel (
but care should be taken not to overdo
it, otherwise a telltale slick may surround
your fly. As good as gel is, I find it only
works initially, when a fly is first tied on.
For rejuvenating sodden flies, mucilin
grease gets my vote. This doubles as a

deeply hooked fish. If you try to remove a fly by squeezing your
fingers inside a fish’s mouth it can cause harm. I like small,
compact forceps – longer forceps are unwieldy. Forceps
and black snips are the only
items that I carry on the
outside of my pack, on a
split ring attached to a
zinger. The forceps’ jaws are
clamped to the pack so that
they don’t dangle.

blade and therefore not only remain
sharp, but are useful for trimming
braid. The blades are quite thick,
making it fiddly to snip waste mono
on small flies. For this reason I also
carry a pair of non-reflective black

snips (pictured bottom of page)
as these easily deal with the
narrow gapes on wee hooks. I
minimise the chance that I

might give myself away by also
using non-reflective rods, black

reels and olive fly-lines.

Retractors
Retractors are perfect for tethering forceps or snips. I prefer
those with a long-lasting, strong wire cord. I buy split rings

KNOW HOW
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Waterproof jacket
One of my most important items, 
this light shell-type waterproof 
keeps me dry and acts as a 
windproof barrier and extra layer 
when waiting on a hatch during 
raw spring days. It is compact 
and easily folded away.

Fly retriever
This nifty FlyTriever has 
been a godsend – it 
retrieves flies lodged in 
overhanging branches that 
are out of arm’s reach.

Wader repair kit
Barbed wire, thorns and 
thistles account for most 
of the punctures and tears 
in my breathable waders. 
To avoid a wet backside, a 
basic wader repair kit is 
with me at all times.

Gaffa/electrical tape
Tape comes in handy for quick 
fixes, such as repairing broken 
rod tips or binding a felt sole 
that is peeling off.  

Tapered leaders,  
spare tippet and  
fly-line loop repair kit
I carry extra tippet should I run 
short of supply in my chest pack.  
I carry braided loops (pictured 
below) for a quick fix in case my 
leader loop or nail/needle knot 
fails, which tends to happen at  
the worst moment. UV cure  
from my wader repair kit acts  
as the adhesive. 

Head lamp
A necessity when changing flies at dusk and finding my 
way back to the car after dark, especially in wooded areas. 
Use one that is compact, light and throws a long beam. 

WHAT’S IN THE BACK PACK?

Cameras
In my view, cameras take the place of priests in 
the modern angler’s bag: you get to “keep” 
your catch, but in photographic form, rather 
than knocking it on the head – the fish goes 
free. If I’m fishing on home waters, then a single 
camera will suffice and for my money the Lumix 
TZ range remains the best: they are compact 
with a decent spec that covers my needs. 
When I travel further afield and for expeditions I 
also carry a Canon G16. Although it is slightly 
heavier, it has many features coveted by 
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Spare rod
I’ve got into the habit of carrying a 
multi-piece travel rod as a back-up. 
The Frequent Flyer is made in seven 
pieces and packs down to only  
17 inches in length. To reduce weight, 
the rod tube is discarded. It fits neatly 
into my pack and there is little chance 
of it being damaged in transit.

Wading staff
Rather than sitting on my hip in a 
holster, my wading staff is housed 
in the backpack. It’s an old Orvis 
lightweight collapsible model with 
a sturdy retractor that’s handily 
located on my right-hand shoulder 
strap for when it’s needed. It is 
important that its metal tip is 
covered with a grommet/cap to 
prevent the staff from clattering on 
the riverbed and alerting the fish  
to your presence.

Landing net and retractor
Nets for roving anglers need to be big 
enough to deal with the occasional big fish 
and yet not be so cumbersome that they 
are a bind to carry. The McLean short-
handle net addresses both issues and it 
has an inbuilt scale for weighing large 
specimens. Its deep net copes with feisty 
fish, which can’t leap free when struggling, 
something I’ve seen happen with shallow 
pan-type nets. Be mindful of your choice 
of lanyard: coiled types can tangle in mesh. 
I use a retractor that hides the cord in its 
housing, or a length of elastic cord 
(pictured tethered to a carabina. The net 
handle is also attached to a magnetic-
release and split ring.).     

Polaroids
Sunglasses provide important 
eye protection and they 
enable you to spot fish and 
determine the depth of water. 
Costa 580 lenses take some 
beating and I carry two pairs 
with different lens colours to 
deal with varying conditions. 
The sunrise lenses perform 
well in low light levels, or for 
peering into shady spots on 
sunny days. As well as being  
a back-up pair, my copper 
lenses offer better contrast  
on bright days or during  
harsh light.   

professionals and shoots high-quality images 
that can be saved in RAW format. I don’t use 
waterproof cameras because I’ve yet to find 
one that creates images of sufficient quality. 
They have a fixed focal length and are less 
flexible. I’ve only drowned two cameras over 
the years, which isn’t bad considering how 
many days I spend on the water. 

I also carry a telescopic pole with a spike, to 
which I attach a camera. This enables me to 
take pictures with me in the frame, using the 
camera’s self-timer.

KNOW HOW
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Ronnie Glass  

is a Tweed

commissioner

and chairman  

of Kelso, 

Coldstream 

and the 

Borders 

Anglers’ 

Association.  

He has been  

a national 

champion on 

rivers and  

stillwaters,  

and is fishing 

manager  

of the Orvis  

shop, Kelso.

TROUTING IN A HURRY

Q
I WATCHED an angler 
fishing in a very fast 
shallow stream that I 
have always ignored. 
He seemed to be 

casting all the time and yet he 
did catch a fish. What method 
was he using?
Allan Higgins, via e-mail

A 
I CAN only think that  
he was “Stimmy 
nymphing”, the name 
given to an extreme 

form of Klink-and-dink or fishing 
a nymph under an indicator.  
This method will not suit 
everyone because it requires 
constant casting and the total 
control of rod and fly-line. 

The set-up is simple – a 
tungsten-beaded nymph on the 
point with a highly buoyant, 
heavily hackled dry-fly, such as a 
Stimulator, on a short dropper 
tied 16 in-24 in above the nymph. 
An upstream cast is made with 
sufficient force to instantly drive 
the nymph to its maximum depth 
where it will be stopped by the 
buoyant dry-fly. In the hope that 

the “plop” has attracted the 
attention of a fish, the nymph is 
now pulled quickly from the water 
and the next cast completed. 

In very fast sections of a river 
there is no time to control a drift. 
This method eliminates the drift – 
although, in suitable areas, a short 
pause can allow the nymph to 
drift into a deeper hole or  
around a stone. 

The fish has no time to “think”: 
on spotting the nymph arrive and 
then suddenly seeing it taken 
away, it makes a fast grab for its 
prey. It is quite a strange sensation 
when you hook the first fish,  
and I am constantly amused,  
and amazed, at the fish’s  
reaction time. 

As I say, it is not a method for 
everyone – it is very hard work, but 
will take trout from water where 
they will seldom, if ever, have 
seen an angler’s fly. 

Because I live close to a river 
and a stillwater, I tend to fish  
the river only when I know that  
a dry-fly will work, however my 
best catch this year was to the 
“Stimmy nymph” – on a cold 
windy evening when dry-fly was 
out of the question. Mind you, it 
helped that I caught a fish on my 
first and second casts...

Let the heavy 

nymph sink and 

sometimes drift 

for a very short 

distance in the 

fast water.

A large,  

highly buoyant  

dry-fly suspends 

the heavy 

nymph. 

The fish must react  

or its potential meal  

will be gone.

Pull the  

flies from  

the water.

A trout on in fast water, where the 

“stimmy nymph” works best.
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“It is very hard work,  

but will take trout  

from water where they  

will seldom, if ever,  

have seen an  

angler’s fly.”

How to fish the “Stimmy Nymph”
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THIN BRANCHES, 
THICK TRUNK

Q 
I SELDOM tangle when 
using 2X and 3X leaders. 
My problems start when 
using very small flies on 
lighter 5X leaders for the 

smaller brown trout on our hill 
loch. Can you suggest a solution?
James Sleight, via e-mail

A 
I WOULD recommend 
keeping your casts short 
and under control, and 
constantly drawing your 

leader through a line straightener 
(or a length of bicycle inner tube). 
However, while both techniques will 
help, in practice we are fishermen 
and can get carried away. We often 
cast too far and a twisting, leaping 
trout can leave us with a mess that 
we fix but not nearly well enough 
because we are too keen to get our 
flies back in the water – and then  
we have a tangle. 

My solution is to tie 5X droppers 
(using the tucked dropper knot) to a 
3X leader and to tie on a 5X tippet of 
around 12 inches (much like a dry-
fly leader). With this set-up, my flies 
are tied to fine fluorocarbon and the 
less-likely-to-tangle main leader 
comes from the fly-line. 

Because it is difficult to avoid 
tangles when the energy in a fly-line 
is suddenly transferred to a fine 
leader, you might also want to try 
tying your fine leader to a short, 
tapered leader. The top dropper can 
be tied quite close to the point of  
the tapered leader.

Before a competition on Lough 
Lein this year I was told the small 
browns would give me tangles. At 
the end of each of three practice days 
I removed the leader I had tied on at 
the start of the day – admittedly after 
some repairs. When match day came 
my first trout (all eight inches of it) 
arrived in a ball of fluorocarbon...

Q
WITH WINTER on its way, 
what flies should I buy to 
catch my first grayling?
Mark Whalley, via e-mail

A 
MY NYMPH boxes are full of 
flies given to me by fellow 
competitors and customers. 
They’ve told me: “If I were 

restricted to one fly, this is the one I 
would use.” Each one guaranteed to be 
effective. Well, they are flies of every 
size and colour, and no doubt they are 
effective on their day. Indeed, I have 
caught on some of them. 

But what stands out to me is that it is 
the finding of the fish and, more 
importantly, those fish being active 
when you do find them that brings 
success. It is easy to fall into the trap of 
fishing through a stream without luck 
and then watching an angler later 
catching grayling on a fly that you were 
not using and then assuming that it was 
the fly that made the difference. On 
many occasions I have had great catches 
of grayling in streams that only an  
hour before I had fished through  
using the same flies without  
having so much as an offer.

It is amazing how many competition 
anglers, with dozens of different and 
often complex flies in their boxes, stick 
to basic dressings.

My selection would include  
Gold-ribbed Hare’s Ears with brass or 
tungsten beads. Pheasant Tails, again 
with brass and tungsten beads, but 
black beads are also essential. 

I will add an attractor: the Pink 
Shrimp is most popular. This can be 
lightly leaded as a top dropper or have a 
brass or tungsten bead for fishing 
deeper. I think that grayling can 
sometimes see too much pink and I 
often find that a fly with just a touch of 
pink can work better. I have more 
confidence in flies with pink thoraxes, 
but pink tails also work. 

If I am grayling fishing on a salmon 
river I might add some orange egg flies 
to the collection – although these are 
hard to find in the egg size that grayling 
prefer. Flies need to be of a size to match 
the water conditions: big and heavy for a 
river in “full colour”; and smaller and 
less colourful for clear water.

I also recommend a Hare’s Ear with a 
yellow thorax and a Pheasant Tail with a 
fluorescent red thorax.

A patch of flies for 
grayling

Ronnie’s selection for grayling, left to right: pink thorax and rib; Pink Shrimp, pink tail;  

brass-bead Gold-ribbed Hare’s Ear; tungsten-bead Pheasant-tail nymph.

Avoid fankles on hill lochs by using 5X 
droppers and a stout 3X tapered leader.
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Q
AS A bank angler I can 
understand the need for long 
casts to cover more water. 
But why do boat anglers cast 
so far when they will be 

drifting on to the trout?
Gary Green, via e-mail

A 
SOME BOAT techniques do not 
require long lines. Obviously 
short-lining is one (but it is not 
commonly practised on our 

reservoirs these days) and fishing the 
dry-fly is much better when boat 
partners agree to keep their casts short. 
While some surface washing-line tactics 
also work better on a short line, there are 
great advantages to be had in casting a 
long way from the boat with sinking 
lines: after all, the boat is not only 

drifting towards the flies, but the flies 
are being drawn down and towards the 
boat by the sinking line (and would, if 
allowed to, end up below the boat). 

All static tactics (eg Buzzers) rely on 
fish finding the angler’s fly and 
therefore the longer they are just sitting 
there, the better chance of them  
being found.

But the main tactic requiring long 
casting is the pulling of surface lures. 
Once the water has warmed and the 
main fly hatches have slowed, the fish, 
on certain days, love to chase a bright fly 
or one with lots of action. It is vital to get 
their attention as soon as the flies land 
on the surface. If the first two or three 
long, fast pulls to straighten the cast do 
not lead to a trout turning on the fly, the 
rest of the retrieve is virtually a waste of 

time – although it is always worth 
“holding” the flies at the end of the 
retrieve to allow any unseen trout the 
chance to grab the lure. It is rare for a 
trout to join the chase halfway through 
the retrieve.

Once the trout has decided to chase, 
the angler has a number of options 
available to get that playful fish to 
actually grab the lure – and the longer 
the retrieve, the better chance he has of 
choosing the correct option. Of course, 
the chasing trout may immediately grab 
the fly, but more often than not it takes a 
sudden stop and restart to induce the 
take – sometimes two or three stops. The 
best lures for this tactic used to be the 
Muddler Minnow in any of its colour 
schemes, but now the Booby, Blob  
or FAB reign supreme.

WHEN DISTANCE MATTERS

Long casts from a boat are 

necessary when fishing 

with sinking lines, static 

Buzzers and lures.
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T R O U T  F L Y  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

Rob Denson 

has fly-fished 

for trout for 

25 years, 

visiting all 

four corners 

of Britain and 

Ireland, 

combining 

his love of  

fly-tying, 

photography 

and a rolling 

wave. 

Website: 

robdenson.

co.uk

AUTUMN ORDIE
Fish this wonderful top dropper just beneath the surface  

in a good wave, recommends Rob Denson 

T Y ING TI PS 

n  This fly uses three hen hackles – one of 

each colour. Tie the first in at roughly two 

thirds of the length of the shank. 

n  Tie the hackles in by the tip, then 

“double” (fold in half so that the fibre tips 

are touching) and wind the full hackle in 

touching turns towards the eye. 

n  Hackle number two should take you 

close to the eye, therefore the final (black) 

hackle requires only three or four turns.

Hook Size 8-12 Kamasan B170 or B175 

Rear hackle Ginger, light brown or furnace hen 

Middle hackle Hen dyed red

Front hackle Black or dark brown

Thread Black

I
’VE DONE A few naive and foolish things in 
my time, but an undertaking to establish the 
origins of the Loch Ordie has to rank up 
there with glueing new felt soles to my old 
wading boots with cheap bathroom sealant.  
Fly-fishermen and fly-tyers can be a precious 

bunch when it comes to the provenance of fly 
patterns. Claims are usually met with counter 
claims, and counter claims, on occasion, met with 
counter punches. As I referenced my collection of fly-
fishing books, I quickly realised that the Loch Ordie, 
as we know it, is no different. In short, I was taken on 
a trail from the Catskills, across the pond to the 
Scottish highlands and islands, meeting a duke, a 
polymath and a Stromness tackle dealer along the 
way. Unlike the fly itself, the story is convoluted, 
confusing and lengthy – and best kept for another day.

The classic Loch Ordie (wet version – not to be 
confused with the dapping version) is a true stillwater 
superstar. Appearance and simplicity belie efficacy – 
essentially a couple of chicken feathers wrapped 
around a hook – and as with most true classics, it is so 
much more than the sum of its parts. For the best part 
of a century, brown trout, rainbow trout, sea-trout and 
salmon, the length and breadth of these isles, have 
been cartwheeling through the waves and taking this 
fly with alacrity. Multiple theories abound as to what 
prompts the fevered reaction, and what the Loch 
Ordie actually represents. Who cares? Flies of such 
elegant simplicity are imbued with the “blank canvas”
effect, inviting fish to project their predilections. If fly 
patterns need to make sense to you, and it makes you 
feel better, think big sedges, moths, daddies and bees.  
Like the fish, I have no such issues. Movement and 
mass are the major stimuli. The closely wound hen 
hackles provide a dense, strong silhouette, getting the 
fly noticed in a good wave. The soft hen hackle does 
the rest, pulsing with life and fatal attraction. 

The Autumn Ordie does what it says on the tin – it 
makes me think that autumnal shades make all the 
difference. What I can tell you is that it works. I like to 
inject a dose of red into my autumn wet-flies, which 
seems to get the desired response from hormonal 
fish. Positioned in time-honoured Loch Ordie fashion 
– on the top dropper of a three-fly cast, fished on a 
floating or intermediate line – a good wave gets the 
best out of it. However, contrary to popular belief, 
Ordies are infinitely more killing fished in, or  
slightly below, the surface film, as opposed to being 
skated and bounced on the surface. The faster first 
half of the retrieve will often catch the attention of  
the fish, but pay close attention towards the end of  
the retrieve, when everything slows down. Aim to 
hold the fly an inch or two below the surface; the  
wave will ensure that you don’t, and the movement 
and life imparted as a result is usually more  
than the fish can stand.
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PUZZLED BY TECHNIQUE? FRUSTRATED BY FISH?  

CRAWFORD LITTLE  OFFERS SOME NO-NONSENSE SOLUTIONS

Q
HAVING READ the 
standard works on 
salmon fishing – 
Falkus, Oglesby and 
the likes – I believed 

there was little point in fishing 
anything less than a 2 in tube-
fly in the colder opening and 
closing months of the salmon 
season. What are your thoughts 
on this, and do you have a 
favourite size of tube?
JON DAVIES, via e-mail

A
IN THE past, most 
accepted that a 2 in 
tube-fly was dressed 
on a 2 in tube. 

However, others would argue 
that the hook must be taken into 
account and so a 2 in tube-fly 
might be dressed on a 1½ in tube 
with a ½ in hook. But time moves 
on and fly-dressing styles 

progressed. To the point where it 
no longer seems adequate to talk 
simply of tube lengths while 
ignoring the length of the wing 
on the likes of a Sunray or 
Temple Dog – or the tail on  
such patterns as the Cascade  
and Pot-bellied Pig.

I dress all my tube-flies with  
a fairly long wing. For example, 
when I dress a standard pattern, 
such as the Willie Gunn, the 
wing will extend beyond the 
bends of the treble hook. This 
means I use slightly shorter 
tubes than those fishers of the 
past who preferred to keep the 
wing at the same length as the 
tube – with the hook trailing  
well behind the dressing.

I also like tubes dressed in the 
fore-and-aft style. That is with a 
bucktail wing and tail, such as 
the Junction Shrimp or what is 

now referred to as the Melrosian 
or Roxburgh Castle. I dress them 
in a shrimpy style, with a fairly 
thick and short wing – tied in two 
bunches to reveal the body – and 
a longer and thinner tail 
extending well beyond the hook – 
to give them an elongated, 
teardrop shape when they’re 
swimming. They’re hardly the 
newest kids on the block, but 
they are tried-and-trusted.

So taking the above into 
account, if I have to state a 
favourite size of tube for cold-
water flies in Scottish rivers, it 
would probably be a 1¼ in – 
though the finished flies are 
considerably longer in either the 
wing or tail. While bearing in 
mind that the water’s height, 
colour and speed may demand 
variations up or down  
the size scale…

Salmon Surgery

Crawford Little  

has fished for 

salmon at 

home and 

abroad for  

50 years. 

Having worked 

in rural estate 

management,

he now runs a 

consultancy 

advising  

on the  

management 

of salmon  

fisheries  

and other  

sporting  

property. 

MODERN TUBE-FLIES

A 2 in fly  
tied on a  
1 in tube.
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“Physical fitness and 

perseverance are the  

bread and butter of 

successful salmon fishing”

KNOW HOW

Q
I HAVE read somewhere  
that the lucky hunter will 
always fare better than the 
experienced hunter. Do you 
think this applies to salmon 

fishing? And if not, what is it that sets 
apart successful salmon fishers from 
those with long faces at the end of a 
long day on the river?
COLIN BROWN, via e-mail

A
THIS QUESTION has come up 
in various guises over the years. 
My answer is that while the 
lucky salmon fisher might well 

get one or two fish when his more 
experienced companions remain blank, 
this doesn’t mean he’ll still be ahead of 
them at the end of the week or season. 

That aside, I 
believe there are 
those salmon 
fishers who can 
make their own 
luck. It’s easy 
enough to identify 
them – particularly 
if you are on the river early or late.  
They are fishing while others are still 
breaking their fast, and still sticking to 
their task long after others have drifted 
away in search of a bath and leisurely 
dram before dinner. “Keep your flee in 
the water!” as the older generation of 
gillies might have said. 

Some years ago, in the report for a 
Highland river, the writer set out to 
explain one man’s regular success – the 
important part being that he “fished  
with his lunch in his pocket”. In other 
words, he didn’t waste time walking or 
driving to some distant lunch hut. Of 

course we must eat (and sometimes 
sleep), but why waste too much precious 
fishing time on it? 

It might be interesting to consider a 
description written by J.W. Hills of the 
great Arthur Wood’s (the father of floating-
line fishing) typical fishing day in the 
1920s at his beat on the Aberdeenshire 
Dee. It suggests that physical fitness and 
perseverance are the bread and butter of 
successful salmon fishing, with 
experience as the jam on top. These 
factors are far more important than mere 
luck in achieving success with salmon on 
anything more than a day-to-day basis.

“Life was ordered so as to promote the 
catching of fish. Breakfast was at 8.30, 
and you had to be punctual or you heard 
about it! At 9.30 you were in waders and 

on the way to your 
beat. There you 
fished with what 
success fate gave you 
until one o’clock, 
when you lunched 
with the rod with 
whom you shared 

the water, upper or lower, and after 
luncheon you changed beats. If it was May 
or early June, dinner was brought to you at 
half-past six and you fished on in the clear 
opal dusk of a northern night till half-past 
ten or eleven, or later. Then you staggered 
home, got out of your waders which you 
had worn for thirteen or fourteen hours, 
foregathered with the other rods, and 
talked of the day and its fortune … with 
nerves on the stretch and minds alert just 
because our bodies were weary, we would 
talk that endless talk which a common 
pursuit provided … and perhaps it was 
one o’clock or more before you got to bed.”  

Make your own luck

When stating the length of a modern 
tube-fly include the tail and hook.

Enjoying a marvellous spread in the hut – but these fishers are wasting fishing time.
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“The best trout fishermen make but a poor fist at salmon fishing at their first venture. They have much to 

unlearn… As a rule, salmon roll up sluggishly to the surface with a bulge and take the fly so quietly that a 

novice will fail to notice it, but the ever watchful eye of the expert detects the slightest “ boil”. In trout 

fishing we are accustomed to strike at a rise. In salmon fishing he who strikes will most certainly lose his 

fish. Time must be given. We do not exactly let the salmon hook himself, but we instinctively tauten the 

line at the proper instant and presto! the fish is fast.”

The Salmon Fisher, Charles Hallock, 1890

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

Q 
SOME MODERN  
salmon reels are huge:  
do you use them or  
stick to the more 
traditional type?

STEPHEN ACHILL, via e-mail

A
I ANSWERED a similar 
question in a recent issue. 
So rather than repeating 
myself, let me concentrate 

instead on how I match a reel to a rod. 
And at the risk of splitting hairs, it’s 
based on the reel’s weight, rather 
than its size alone.

Way back when I still wore short 
trousers, I was told by the late Captain 
Tommy Edwards that the important 
thing in putting together an outfit 
was ensuring that it was “balanced”. 
And for me, on a double-handed 
salmon rod, that means having the 
point of balance – when the loaded 
reel is attached to the rod – at the top 
of the cork handle. I should add that 
I’m talking about “traditional” rod 
handles, rather than the shorter, 
Scandinavian style.

In practice, this means I’ll put  
up the rod, attach a reel, and thread 
the line through the rod rings. I then  
flick out a casting length of line,  
and see where the outfit balances.  
If it’s well down the handle, the reel  
is unnecessarily heavy. If it balances 
way up the rod blank, then the  
reel is too light, and I’ll try a  
heavier one.

As a general rule, this means the 
longer the rod, the heavier the reel. So 

on my 16-footers, I use something  
like my 4½ in Wallace & Kerr (a 
similar design to the Hardy Perfect) 
or my 4½ in Abel Big Game. This 
avoids the longer rods feeling tip 
heavy. Though both these reels  
would be far too heavy on any  
of my 14-footers.

A final point that’s worth making is 
that many people still confuse the 
reel’s arbor with the outside of the 
spool. The arbor is the inside of the 
spool, to which you attach the 
backing. Therefore, a small-diameter 
arbor, as in a traditional design, 
allows you to maximise the amount of 
backing on your reel. A large arbor, on 
the other hand, minimises the 
amount of backing – replacing it with 
fresh air – which is why, as a general 
rule, the designer of a large-arbor reel 
will go for a wider spool to 
compensate for this. 

FIND THE RIGHT BALANCE

A well-balanced rod and reel that can be held lightly near the end of the handle.

A reel with a small-diameter arbor: note 
the large amount of orange backing.

A large-arbor reel with a wide spool. 
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Ross 

Macdonald  

is a well-

known 

fly-designer 

and tyer who 

has a lifelong 

passion for 

salmon flies 

and the 

stories 

behind them.  

He is based in 

Aberdeen.

Visit: 

macdonald 

salmonflies.

co.uk 

ANNE’S SHRIMP
Ross Macdonald recommends an elaborate fly  

that’s downright cheeky

Rear hackle Three turns of Future Fly soft pink hackle   
Rear body Fuchsia pink/ultra-violet pink blended Lite Brite  

Middle hackle Three turns of Future Fly soft pink hackle  
Wing Ultra-violet pink Angelhair with hot pink fox or tanuki 
in original, tied in three fine layers to give flash throughout 

the wing  Front body Fuchsia pink/ultra-violet pink blended 
Lite Brite  Front hackles One turn of Doctor Blue cock (blue 

badger in original) hackle, three turns of Future Fly soft 
pink hackle  Cheeks Three jungle-cock eyes  

on each side (medium, small and extra small)   
Head Red thread with clear varnish

T
HIS BRIGHT Shrimp was first tied by 
Peter Stewart in 2012 and was first 
fished in Ayrshire. Readers will recall 
the Stinchar Flamethrower I featured 
recently and this is another pink fly – 
not a colour that I would associate with 

Ayrshire men, but, hey, it’s the 21st century. 
It was brought to my attention by my friend Gordon 

Macdermid, who works for the local rivers trust. Flies 
with red and orange have been successful in Ayrshire 
for a long time and as I noted with the Stinchar 
Flamethrower, pink and magenta appear “orangey”  
in peaty water. I have no idea what the fish make of 
them, but many anglers are convinced and, as we all 
know, confidence is king.

Gordon takes up the story: “The Shrimp lay in a box 
unused until one day I decided to give it a swim and 
had success. It was my only fly and I needed more, but 
Peter was taking a sabbatical from fly-tying so I sent 
the pattern to Dave Ballingall at Tay Salmon Fly. A 
dozen arrived in the post and I set out to give them a 
swim. It was the first anniversary of my mother’s 
passing and after landing a brace on the Stinchar, I felt 
it was fitting to name the fly Anne’s Shrimp. I had lost 
my mother to cancer and the idea to name it after her 
came from the Pink Linda cancer charity: while 
fishing the River Thurso I had bought a few pink flees 
from the Ulbster Arms in Halkirk on the Thurso with 
the proceeds going to the charity. The fly accounted  
for a Thurso grilse during my visit and it continues  
to take its fair share of fish, including the first  
off the Stinchar this season, a sparkling  
12-pounder on May 4.”

My thanks to Dave Ballingall of Tay Salmon Fly for 
providing the fly pictured here and for the dressing.  
It is an interesting, elaborate tying, using three pairs 
of jungle cock eyes There is logic behind the use of  
so much jungle cock – Peter was trying to imitate the 
body of a shrimp – but I shudder at the thought of so 
much expensive material. Maybe I’m just tight. The 
flies that Dave makes for Gordon have a single pair  
of cheeks, but if you are feeling saucy, go for three.

I use Chinese cock hackle in all my Shrimps. I have 
on occasion used soft hen on very small Shrimps, 
using only one turn, and I have used soft hackles on 
Monkeys, but not on bigger Shrimps. My concern is 
bulk, but I think Peter has made me pause for thought. 
Anne’s Shrimp slims down in the water and when  
I gave one a swim recently I was pleased with what I 
saw: it’s a light mobile fly. I would still urge caution 
when using these hackles; perhaps employ fewer  
turns than you might if using cock.

Tanuki is an interesting material. I have read 
suggestions that it can be used as a substitute for 
Arctic runner in Shrimp tails, but not in my opinion.  
It is, however, a nice winging material: I have used it 
on Banana flies. It has a lovely soft underfur and its 
guard hairs are long, slender and straight. Dave takes 
the opposite view and likes tanuki for tails and hates it 
for wings. Instead, he uses marble fox. This can create 
volume without adding bulk, so it is lively in the water. 
You can get it online easily and I recommend you try it. 
Dave also makes a good point about the blue badger 
hackle being wasteful because it is hidden. I agree  
and substituting it with a regular blue cock  
hackle makes sense.   



T A C K L E
A LOOK AT THE LATEST KIT FOR THE DISCERNING GAME-FISHER
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X: THE LATEST CHAPTER IN 
THE SAGE STORY
The new Sage X fly-rod uses more graphite and less resin, which 
means less weight in the blank and more feel in the handle. We’ve  
had a sneak preview and were impressed: it certainly feels light in  
the hand, and it recovers very quickly for a rod that bends deeply  
in the blank.

Chris Andersen, Sage technical service manager, confirmed:  
“The X is a fast-action rod. I like to call it a soulful fast action. It tends 
to be the rod action that fits most anglers and their casting styles, as 
well as most fishing applications.”

The X is built using Konnetic HD (High Density), which is the next 
development in Sage rod technology, and follows the Konnetic used in 
the One, Method and Mod rods. High Density refers to the amount of 
carbon filaments in the blank, which is now more than any other Sage 
rod. This means that the X has less resin or other additives, which 
makes the rod lighter and more sensitive with plenty of feel in the 
handle. It’s also more durable owing to the thicker walls of the blank.

As with all Sage rods, the X is built on Bainbridge Island, 
Washington. Sage creates its own resins, using specific formulas  
for each rod series. Every rod is individually tested before it  
leaves the factory.

The X is the compnay’s new flagship fly-rod, replacing the One, and  
is available in a full range of single- and double-handed rods. The 
blank is a spruce colour with dark green thread wraps and metallic grey trim wraps. It is finished with Fuji ceramic stripper rings 
and hard-chrome snake rings and tip ring. It comes in a black rod bag and evergreen powder-coated aluminium tube.

Single-handed, freshwater 3 wt to 6 wt rods feature a snub-nosed half-wells handle with a black anodised  
aluminium reel seat. Saltwater 5 wt to 10 wt rods feature an integrated hidden keeper ring and full-wells  
handle with EVA fighting butt.

Double-handed rods feature a Super Plus fore grip and rear grip, with a downlocking  
black anodised reel seat on Spey models and uplocking seat on switch rods. 
Price: Single-handers, £799;  

switch rods, £899; double-handers, £999.

Tel: Guide Fly Fishing, 01977 681 300.

Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk
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The Sage X will be available in a full range of single-handed, 
double-handed and switch rods.

Single-handed rods feature a snub-nosed 
half-wells handle, with an EVA fighting 
butt on the bigger models.

Double-handed 
rods have an EVA 

grip section at the top 
and bottom of the handle.
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The Filson Mesh Strap Vest is lightweight and has a 
traditional feel. Adjustable straps and a mesh back improve 

ventilation and breathability without compromising on 
comfort or durability. There are plenty of storage options 

with two large pockets for fly-boxes and tools, plus a 
removable sheepskin fly-patch on the front. On the back is 
another large pocket, two mesh pockets for food and drink 
and a D-ring to hang a net. The mesh is coated with resin to 

make it tough and durable.
Price: £171. Tel: Filson, 0207 434 3007.

Web: filson.com/London-store

Electronics and water don’t 
mix, but taking your mobile 
phone with you can be an 
important safety measure. 
The All Weather Loksak from 
Fulling Mill is ideal for 
keeping your phone safe from 
water, and it will keep out 
dust and humidity, too. Made 
from durable polyethylene 
with a water- and air-tight 
seal, it is also perfect for 
keeping your wallet, car keys and other valuables safe when 
you go fishing. The Loksak is supplied with a lanyard and is 
waterproof up to 200 ft.
Price: £12.99.
Tel: Fulling Mill, 01293 778 600.
Web: fullingmill.co.uk

Electronics and water don’t
mix, but taking your mobile
phone with you can be an
important safety measure.
The All Weather Loksak fromAll Weather Loksak fromfromAll Weather Loksak
Fulling Mill is ideal for
keeping your phone safe from
water, and it will keep out
dust and humidity, too. Made
from durable polyethylene
with a water- and air-tight
seal, it is also perfect for
keeping your wallet, car keys and other valuables safe when
you go fishing. The Loksak is supplied with a lanyard and is

The Filson Mesh Strap Vest is lightweight and has a
traditional feel. Adjustable straps and a mesh back improve

ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY?
For any angler who regularly fishes from a boat, a good boat seat is an invaluable 
item. This updated version of the popular Rutland Seat retains all of the original 
features with the addition of a free bag and an improved low-flash anodised 
finish with stainless rivets. Made from light, strong aluminium it is reinforced 
with wood to eliminate bending. The vinyl-covered padded seat and backrest are 
comfortable and easy to clean, while the tray makes it easy to keep important 
items of tackle close at hand. It is durable, sturdy and the carry case has extra 
space for other essentials such as a life jacket, rod tubes and drogue.  
This is a well-built revision of a very popular boat seat, perfect  
for a more comfortable life on the water. Size: 8.3 in wide,  
extending from 46.5 in to 74 in long.
Price: £199.99.
Tel: Glasgow Angling Centre, 0141 212 8880.
Web: fishingmegastore.com

In front of the seat is a useful tray  
for keeping tools, floatants/sinkants  
and spools of tippet within  
easy reach.

The bag supplied has 
extra space for fishing 

kit and features a  
carry handle.
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Scientific Anglers
introduced textured fly-

lines with their Sharkskin series 

in 2007. The SharkWave Ultimate Trout builds on 

the innovation with the first triple-textured line. The 

front taper features a Floating Texture, which has 

more surface area than a standard line for better 

buoyancy, easier pick-up and mending, and less 

drag. The belly and running line feature a Shooting 

Texture, a dimpled surface like that of a golf ball. 

This reduces the line's surface area and the effect 

of friction through the guides. There is a smooth 

section at the end of the rear taper, which tells you 

the position of the belly. The line has a braided core 

and a tatoo identifying the line's weight. The 

Ultimate Trout is designed for accuracy and 

distance. Sizes: 3 wt to 8 wt. Price: £79. Tel: Steve 

Peterson, 07772 235 428. Web: flyfisheurope.com

SHOW-STOPPING DRAG
The Nautilus FWX (Feather Weight Xtreme) has stunning good looks and 
is extremely light. It is machined from aluminium with a sealed carbon 
disc-drag. The cage-style frame and spool look modern and ooze quality. 

The sealed drag requires no maintenance and is impervious to sand, 
gravel and water so you can trust it to perform even in severe conditions. 

This is one of the most powerful lightweight reels available, in  
sizes 1/3 wt, 3/4 wt and 5/6 wt. Also available in black.

Price: £249.99 to £264.99.

Tel: Funky Fly Tying, 01823 617 373.

Web: funkyflytying.co.uk

McGregor Fly is a small, e-commerce start-up company that sells a wide range of fly-fishing 

tackle. Gregor McGregor, company chairman, is a member of the Salisbury and District Angling 

club and fishes all over the world. Owing to the global nature of his business, he trades in US 

dollars and the best method of contact is via e-mail or online. 

We tried the LW 9 ft 5/6 wt rod, which is assembled from international ingredients, such as 

Pacific Bay guides and Japanese carbon fibre. It casts well at short and long range, the tip 

recovers quickly to give good accuracy. It would make a good all-round fishing rod and is offers 

value for money. The handle is a chunky half-wells style with a machine-cut aluminium reel seat 

and burl wood insert. Alignment dots at the ferrules make for easy assembly. Each rod comes in a 

rod bag and cordura tube. Price: $185 (£138, rate at press) (delivery by TNT costs $70 (£52))  

E-mail: mcgregorfly@gmail.com  Web: mcgregorfly.com

Scientific Anglers
introduced textured fly-

lines with their Sharkskin series

in 2007. The SharkWave Ultimate Trout builds on

the innovation with the first triple-textured line. The

front taper features a Floating Texture, which has

mcgregorfly@gmail.com Web:

gravel and water so you can trust it to perform even in severe conditions.
This is one of the most powerful lightweight reels available, in

sizes 1/3 wt, 3/4 wt and 5/6 wt. Also available in black.
Price: £249.99 to £264.99.

Tel: Funky Fly Tying, 01823 617 373.

Web: funkyflytying.co.uk

The IM10 40T high-modulus carbon blanks 
are fitted with titanium finish Pacific Bay 
guides and two stripping rings.



LONG-TERM TRIALS OF INNOVATIVE TACKLE

T R I E D & T E S T E D

SNOWBEE 
SPECTRE 
CASSETTE FLY 
REEL 7/8 WT
Tested by T&S staff writer James Beeson

THE CASSETTE reel concept has been 
around for a while and has proved itself 
invaluable on the stillwater scene where 
the need to carry many different lines 
makes buying conventional spools 
extremely expensive. I wasn’t a fan of 
those early reels: for me part of the joy of 
fly-fishing is the aesthetic of the sport 
and this can be spoiled by unbalanced 
or downright ugly kit.

Based on the design of the popular 
Spectre reel, the Snowbee Spectre 
Cassette reel suffers no such problems, 
and gained a European Fishing Tackle 
Trade Exhibition nomination for fly reel 
of the year. The lightweight, CNC-
machined aluminium frame has a 
stylish modern look, although the fly 
logo on the spool cap divides opinion. 
The large-arbor cassettes are also fairly 
wide, so they hold a lot of backing, which 
is useful on big reservoirs where a fish 
can run 100 yards or more. When fully 
loaded (I used a Snowbee XS-Plus XS-tra  
7 wt floating line) and attached to a 10 ft 
rod (Sharpe’s The Gordon 4) I felt that I 
had a well-balanced set-up.

Having first reviewed the reel in the 
September issue I have since used it 
successfully on my local stillwaters and 
on a trip to Ireland for wild lough 
fishing. The convenience of being able 
to take one reel and a range of 
lightweight spools loaded with different 
lines was useful in meeting the luggage 
restrictions of a budget airline. 
Additional reels or conventional spools 
loaded with the necessary floating,  
sink-tip and intermediate lines would 
have added a good bit of weight to my 
bag and perhaps meant other items 
such as a boat cushion, extra clothing  
or DSLR camera would have had  
to be left behind.

We fished hard, from light ’til dark, 
spending more hours in the boat than 
on dry land. Often we would return to 
camp in true dark with little time to 
clean fish and stow tackle before supper. 
The Spectre stood up to rough treatment 

very well, with only a few scuffs to the 
rim to show for being knocked around 
in the boat and hung overnight on pegs 
on the outside wall of the cottage. Most 
importantly the drag system had no 
trouble in controlling rainbows up to  
4 lb and feisty Irish sea-trout that 
ploughed deep beneath the boat. The 
concave reel handle is easy and 
comfortable to hold. There is also a 
raised diamond pattern around the 
edge of the drag knob and spool cap  
that makes them easy to grip with  
wet and cold hands.

The spool cap is “captive”: it unscrews 
to release the spool but it is impossible 
to unscrew it all the way so that it falls 
off. This means that you can’t drop it 
among detritus in the bottom of a boat 
or lose it in a lake. Once the spool is 
released you have to push its metal 
frame away from the tough 
polycarbonate cassette. This can be 
hard to do at first but becomes easier 
with practice. To reattach a cassette,  
just push it on: one side of the cassette 
clicks into the frame. Ensure the spool 
is pushed all the way into the frame  
or it will interfere with the  
smooth retrieve.

The Spectre is more expensive than 
budget die-cast cassette reels but I feel 
the price reflects the design. I wouldn’t 
hesitate to recommend it for any fishing 
application where there is a need to 
conveniently carry several lines without 
compromising on build quality.

Available in black or silver, the 

Spectre Cassette reel alone costs 

£159 (with spool), or it is possible to 

buy a kit that includes the reel, three 

extra spools and a reel bag for £179. 

Additional spools cost £8 each. 

Contact Snowbee. Tel: 01752 334 933. 

Web: snowbee.co.uk

“The drag system had no trouble controlling 
rainbows up to 4 lb and feisty Irish sea-trout 

that ploughed deep beneath the boat”

The spool cap is “captive”: it unscrews

compromising on build quality.

Available in black or silver, the

Spectre Cassette reel alone costs

Good-looking, tough, 
plenty of capacity  
and a good drag.
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F L Y - T Y I N G
OUR PICK OF THE BEST TOOLS AND MATERIALS

STILLWATER 3-IN-1 LED 
FLY-TYING LAMP
This tabletop fly-tying lamp is small, compact and folds flat for easy stowage 
and travelling. Its hinged arm offers a variety of positions and the light 
source can be dimmed and adjusted to suit your fly-tying environment. 
There are five brightness levels and three colour temperatures: daylight 
(6,500k), cool light (5,000k) and warm light (3,000k). For those who don’t have 
a socket above their tying bench, an extension lead may be needed because 
the cable provided is not long. The lamp also has a 5V USB port, to which you 
could attach a tablet or laptop and view fly-tying sequences and other 
references. Very modern, portable and with a super-bright LED.

Price: £39.99 Contact: Glasgow Angling Centre.  
Tel: 0141 212 8880. Web: fishingmegastore.com

DMC FLOSS
We were told about this floss by professional 
fly-dresser Dave Riding, who has used it 
extensively for trout and salmon flies. Made 
from 100 per cent Rayon it is a great alternative 
to traditional silk flosses and has six strands, 
which can be easily split with a needle. Simply 
wind it to form classic bodies and butts or split 
it for tags on wet-flies and bodies on small 
Spiders. It can also be chopped up and made 
into a very fine and mobile dubbing. The floss 
has a soft sheen and an intense colour that can 
make a fly more attractive. 

DMC flosses are widely available from craft 
retailers on the internet, but there are many 
types, including cotton. It is the 100 per cent 
Rayon (DMC Satin Thread) floss that you need 
and it comes in hanks of 8m and in a vast 
selection of colours (Dave sent the 2m cards 
pictured, which are not available online).

Price: Around £1.25  
Web: find a UK stockist at www.dmccreative.co.uk

FLY-DRESSERS 
DUBIT WAX

There are plenty of fly-tying waxes, but some 
dry out and harden. Dubit Wax won’t 

because it is already soft and pliable and 
won’t need to be heated or prepared before 

use. Unlike some wax, it 
won’t stick to your fingers, 
either. The block can be 
rubbed on to the most 
delicate threads (17/0) 
without breaking them 

and therefore it is perfect 
for the finest “touch” 
dubbing on Spiders.

Price: £3
Contact: Dave Riding. 

Tel: 07866 740101. 
Email: daveriding@

rocketmail.com

dry out and harden. Dubit Wax won’t
because it is already soft and pliable and

won’t need to be heated or prepared before
use. Unlike some wax, it

won’t stick to your fingers,
either. The block can be
rubbed on to the most
delicate threads (17/0)
without breaking them

and therefore it is perfect
for the finest “touch”
dubbing on Spiders.

£3
Dave Riding.

07866 740101.
daveriding@

rocketmail.com

When folded flat the lamp 
takes up little space on your 

desk or in a travel bag.

All-purpose DMC floss: 
wind it, split it, chop it.
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FOR ALL YOUR FLY-TYING NEEDS 
Tel – 01745 583583 • Web – www.foxons.com

NYMPH-IT
This metallic-effect thread – unique to Funky Fly Tying – is 
going down a storm with tyers of trout and grayling flies. It 
is very fine yet strong enough to use with a bobbin holder. 
It also has a little stretch, which makes it easy to bed down 

and wind small, tight bodies. There are more than  
30 colours but two main effects – copper pearl and UV – 
plus one mosaic thread. Colours include natural olives, 

bright pinks and peacock, such as the wonderful copper 
pearl/black shade. Use them to make shimmering, tapered 

bodies on jig or standard bugs and nymphs or sparkly 
bodies on Spiders and Buzzers. This thread is highly 
recommended for the river-trout and grayling fisher.  

Price: £2.99. Contact: Funky Fly Tying.  
Tel: 01823 617 373. Web: funkyflytying.co.uk

This metallic-effect thread – unique to Funky Fly Tying – is
going down a storm with tyers of trout and grayling flies. It
is very fine yet strong enough to use with a bobbin holder.
It also has a little stretch, which makes it easy to bed down

and wind small, tight bodies. There are more than
30 colours but two main effects – copper pearl and UV –
plus one mosaic thread. Colours include natural olives,

bright pinks and peacock, such as the wonderful copper
pearl/black shade. Use them to make shimmering, tapered

bodies on jig or standard bugs and nymphs or sparkly
bodies on Spiders and Buzzers. This thread is highly
recommended for the river-trout and grayling fisher.

Tel:

HOW TO USE A DUBBING LOOP
THERE are various methods of applying fur to thread to create dubbing. The simplest is where the fur is laid along the thread and 
then twisted around it with finger and thumb to form a tapering rope. To create a thinner, more tightly wound profile, the fur can 
also be spun within a loop of thread, a method known as a dubbing loop. Here’s how to do it.

Wind the thread in touching turns down  
to the bend. Take a good pinch of seal’s fur 
and offer it up to the thread, which may  
be waxed, if necessary.

Spread the fur along the thread so that  
it tapers slightly. Gently twist the fur  
and thread together to create a thin 
dubbing rope.

Loop the tying thread over the wire arms 
of a dubbing twister. Take the loose end 
of the thread back to the hook and wind  
it on to form a loop.

Give the dubbing twister a spin. As it 
rotates the strands of thread will wrap 
together, locking in the fur. Continue until 
a thin rope has been created, then wind 
the thread back to the eye.

Starting at the bend, wind the fur rope 
in touching turns. To get a more tapered 
effect, allow the rope to unravel slightly  
at the end so that it expands.

Continue until the fur rope has reached 
almost to the eye. Secure the loose end of 
the loop with the thread and trim off the 
waste. The dubbed body is now complete.

1 2 3

4 5 6

www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk       October 2016  77 



OUR PICK OF THE BEST BOXES FOR SALMON TUBE-FLIES

B E S T  B U Y S

GUIDELINE SALAR 

Designed by Mikael Frodin, this double-sided box is the longest in 

this selection and provides plenty of room for large, long-winged 

tubes and salmon flies. It has nine compartments: seven for flies  

and two for hooks. Dimensions: 7.5 x 3.75 x 2 in.  Web: guideline.no  

Price: £10.99.

STILLWATER ALUMINIUM

A lightweight, rustproof aluminium box with foam inside the lid to 

hold hooks, and five compartments beneath a clear plastic lid to 

hold tube-flies. The box is ventilated to allow the easy evaporation 

of moisture. Dimensions: 6 x 3.5 x 1 in.  Web: fishingmegastore.com 

Price: £14.99.

VISION MEDIUM

A straightforward five-compartment box made from clear  

plastic that is small and slim enough to fit easily into a pocket.  

It features a fish pattern on the base and a snap-closure lid. 

Dimensions: 5.75 x 3.25 x 0.75 in. Web: visionflyfishing.co.uk 

Price: £3.99.

C&F

A slim box with slotted foam in the lid that holds up to 52 hooks.  

The four compartments in the base are protected by a clear, 

magnetic-closure lid and will take tubes up to 3 in long. Features a 

holder to house a C&F fly pick-up (a magnetic tool; sold separately). 

Dimensions: 4.75 x 3.5 x 1.25 in. Web: c-and-f.co.jp  Price: £23.99.

EUMER

An innovative storage box designed to avoid tangled dressings  

and jumbled hooks. Slit foam on the inside of the lid holds up to  

120 hooks while the rotating arms with tapered barbs in the 

compartment will hold up to 36 tubes. 

Dimensions: 5.5 x 4 x 1.5 in.  Web: eumer.fi  Price: £19.99.

WYCHWOOD VUEFINDER

A double-sided box with see-through lids. On one side are five small 

tubs for hooks and two large compartments for flies; the other side 

has five medium-length compartments for flies. High walls prevent 

contents spilling over and deep walls protect dressings. Dimensions:  

6.25 x 3.75 x 1.75 in.  Web: wychwoodgame.co.uk  Price: £14.99.
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* Boxes are pictured with 2½ in fly and size 8 double hook.



DEREK BINGHAM REPORTS ON HOUSES WITH FISHING FOR SALE

P R O P E R T Y
Do you have a property with fishing for sale? E-mail: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk
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Trouting 
near Auld 

Reekie
The River Tyne rises in the 

Lammermuir Hills and flows 
for some 25 miles to the 

North Sea, north of Dunbar.
Houston Mill is a 

17th-century listed grade B 
converted watermill on the 

edge of East Linton in  
East Lothian.

It was once the home of 
Andrew Meikle, the inventor 

of the water-powered 
threshing machine.
The mill and adjoining 

cottage have been restored 
to provide drawing room, 

study, snug, kitchen/dining 
room, master bedroom, two 

double bedrooms and 
shower room, two further 

bedrooms, bath and  
shower rooms.

Outside there are three 
large loose-box stable 
blocks and three barns. 
Land of just under eight 
acres includes mature 
gardens, woodland, 

paddocks, orchard and 
about 525 yards of fishing 

rights on the river. CKD 
Galbraith’s Edinburgh office 
(0131 240 6960) seeks more 

than £875,000.

A chance to secure spring weeks on a good Tay beat

SALMON FOREVER
There’s an opportunity to acquire 24 
consecutive weeks’ fishing in perpetuity at 
Stobhall, one of the most renowned beats  
on the lower Tay. Situated nine miles from 
Perth, Stobhall extends to 1.8 miles of left 
bank with 29 named pools. However,  
there is a formal reciprocal agreement  
with Taymount opposite that allows  
double-bank salmon fishing on alternate 
days between upper and lower beats.

On offer is fishing from the opening day 

on January 15 to the end of June, with a  
five-year average for that period, from 2012 
to 2016, of 96 salmon and grilse (2014: 123 
fish). The fishery is divided into upper and 
lower beats and both can be fished by  
bank or boat. There are two full-time gillies 
and two fishing huts. The fishing is for  
sale as a whole for six rods or two lots of 
three rods each. Strutt & Parker’s 
Edinburgh office (0131 226 2500)  
ask for more than £400,000.

Includes fishing on the Tyne.

The restored miller’s cottage.

A reciprocal 
agreement allows 

double-bank fishing 
on alternate days.

The beat can be 
fished by six rods.

£400,000+

£875,000+



Where to catch  
sea-trout

Fishing on the River Teifi comes 

with the sale of Riverbank Cottage 

at Llanfair Clydogau, four miles 

from Lampeter in Ceredigion. A 

barn conversion, it provides two 

reception rooms and four 

bedrooms, each with a ensuite 

bath or shower room. Outside 

there are gardens, four paddocks, 

extending to about ten acres in all, 

and 765 yards of fishing on the 

river. Morgan & Davies of 

Lampeter (01570 423 623)  

ask £395,000.
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It has been described as a sportsman’s paradise and the sale of 
Tillypronie on Deeside, one of Aberdeenshire’s most famous 
shooting and fishing estates, will attract much attention.

It is being sold by the Hon Philip Astor, who inherited it in 
1984. “A truly magical place,” he says, “which has given huge 
pleasure to my family and friends of all ages since my father 
bought the estate in 1951. I have worked hard over the past few 
years to restore the grouse moors to something approaching 
their former glory but I feel it is now time for someone else to 
continue that exercise. Meanwhile I am immensely proud to 
have developed a spectacular pheasant shoot, where discerning 
teams of guns have been eager to return year after year.”

The 11-bedroom Tilliepronie House was built in 1867 by Sir 
John Clark, the diplomat son of Sir James Clark, Queen Victoria’s 
physician. The Queen laid the foundation stone and was a 
frequent visitor. The extensive gardens include a Dawyck 
golden beech planted by Her Majesty the Queen and a conifer 
planted by Sir Harold Macmillan, the former prime minister.

Five miles from Tarland between the rivers Dee and Don the 
estate extends to 12,000 acres. It is famous for its driven grouse 
moors, the Towie high bird driven pheasant shoot, roe deer 
stalking, duck flighting and rough shooting, and 2.4 miles of 
single (right) bank salmon and sea-trout fishing on the Don.

There are farms, a portfolio of houses and cottages, a 
farmhouse steading, extensive estate and farm buildings, and 
2,080 acres of forestry and woods. It is for sale as a whole or in 
six lots through Strutt & Parker’s Banchory office (01330 826 
800). More than £10.5 million is sought.

Royal connections
Deep pockets needed to buy historic sporting 

estate on Deeside

Extensive shooting, fishing and the 
magnificent Tilliepronie House 
make up just part of a large estate.

There are 12 named salmon and sea-trout pools with a ten-year 
average to 2015 of 12 salmon and grilse.

Riverbank Cottage features 
four ensuite bedrooms – 
perfect for fishing parties.

£10.5 million+

£395,000



Casting a spell on the English Wye
Robert Pashley, the Wizard of the Wye, the most successful 

fisherman on that famous river, with more than 10,000 salmon to 

his name, lived at Kerme Lodge, which is now to be sold.

Situated at Walford, 3 miles from Ross-on-Wye in 

Herefordshire, and set on an elevated position above the river 

with views across it to Goodrich Castle, Kerme Lodge is thought 

to date from the 17th century, although most of it was built in the 

19th century and has been updated by the present owners.

Accommodation includes sitting and dining rooms, kitchen 

with breakfast room, main bedroom with dressing room and 

bathroom and three other bedrooms with bathrooms. Gardens 

and grounds, which include the remains of a stone bothy,  

extend to more than six acres. Hamilton Stiller of Ross-on-Wye 

(01989 563 5257) have set a guide price of £749,950.

Across the road are single-bank fishing rights extending  

to 600 yards, currently marketed by the Wye and Usk  

Foundation and generating income, which are for sale by 

separate negotiation.

Kerme Lodge has fabulous views across the River Wye to Goodrich Castle. Extensive accommodation includes a fine sitting room.

Rearing tanks and fish ponds are included.
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Maerdy, 4½ miles from Corwen and 14 
from Llangollen in Conwy, on the River 
Ceirw, a tributary of the Dee, was until 2015 
a salmon hatchery. It includes a two-
bedroom cottage in need of modernisation, 
just under four acres of land with fish 
ponds, rearing tanks and a modern fry 
hatchery. Also included is the Maerdy Mill 
with refurbished water wheel and log 
burner. Carter Jonas’s Shrewsbury office 
(01939 393 173) ask for £299,995.

Four acres and fish ponds
Hatchery and house for sale in north Wales

WEEK 28  
ANYONE?

At Ballathie, another Tay beat, 
which is three miles upstream 
from Stobhall (see page 80), week 
28 in perpetuity, in the latter part 
of July, is on the market. 

One of the best known and  
most productive Tay beats, 
Ballathie extends to about  
1¼ miles of single bank with  
boat fishing for six rods. There  
are 23 pools, including Pot Shot, 
Rumbling Stone, Clocksden  
and the Cradle, which have 
produced some of the greatest 
catches on the Tay. 

The five-year average  
is 9.2 fish. There are two 
experienced gillies, two boats  
and two fishing huts.

The agents, Bidwells (01738 494 
127) are seeking £50,000.

The beat is ideal for the fly-fisher.

£299,995

£50,000

The two-bedroom 
cottage is in need  
of modernisation.

£749,950



WEST GRIMSTEAD, SALISBURY

An attractive smallholding in a ring fence with principal dwelling and 

outbuildings, together with an established fishery with pasture, lakes 

and woodland. All the grounds extend to approximately 42 acres. The 

accommodation is approximately 1,732 sq ft but could provide scope to 

extend subject to planning permission.

4 bedroom bungalow, family bathroom, outbuildings including stables, 

workshop, stores and fishing lodge. 

Freehold   Guide Price £1,750,000

OXFORD   01865 511215    oxford@johndwood.co.uk

If you love Trout & Salmon 
why not try one of our other 

great angling magazines?

FOR THE BEST DEAL GO TO:

CLASSIC

WEEKLY
CAR
BUYING ■ SELLING ■ NEWS

PLUS: GREAT NEW REGULAR FEATURES. INCLUDING…

Will our 3 bargains 
survive for a year?

£500 CHALLENGE TRADING UP BUYING ABROAD
How to buy ‘n’ sell 
into better classics

How you can fi nd 
great cars for less

■ A fresh new look
■ Expert market insight

■ First with the news
■ The best event pics

ON SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY – ONLY £2.50

CLASSIC CAR WEEKLY JUST GOT BETTER!

1000s of cars for sale every week!



Clearwater
Fly Reels

£59

Hydros SL
Black  Nickel
from £175

Battenkill
Fly Reels

from £79

Encounter II
Fly Reels

from £45

CFO
Fly Reels

from £279

Access
Fly Reels

£99

RS FLY - 4  PCE
A classy, high-end rod with exceptional performance 

Rod Length Line RRP Price
RS Fly 9’ #5 #6 £179.99 £149.99
RS Fly 9’6” #6 #7 £189.99 £164.99
RS Fly 10’ #7 #8 £209.99 £179.99

GAME QUEST - 6 PCE
Designed for fishing use anytime, anywhere

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Game Quest 8’6” #4 £124.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #5 £124.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #6 £124.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #8 £134.99 £107.99
Game Quest 9’ 6” #7 £134.99 £107.99
Game Quest 10’ #7 £134.99 £107.99

SPEEDSTER
Super-high retrieve 

rate reel with a 
narrower spool, 

inboard mounted
handle & an large 

outer diameter

1.5 Fly Reel £279
2 Fly Reel £299

3 Fly Reel £319
Spare Spool from £129 

2 Fly Reel £309
2 Fly Reel £329

Spare Spool from£120 

AGILITY FLY - 4PCE
The action of the blanks are medium / fast and
combine excellent casting potential with a
smooth fish playing action.

10’ #3 #4 #5               RRP  £54.99 PRICE £39.99

LITESPEED
An iconic ultra-large arbor reel

SCOTT A4 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Smooth casting high line speed rods with low physical weights.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'6” #4 £349
8' #3 #4 £349
8'6" #4 #5 £349

A4 Fly Rods Price
9' #4-#10 #12 £349
10’ #4 - #8 £349

SCOTT G2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
For stalking trout with tiny flies, long leaders, & light tippet. 

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'7” #2 #3 #4 £599
8'4” #2 #3 #4 #5 £599

A4 Fly Rods Price
8'8” #3 #4 #5 #6 £599
9’ #4 # 5 #6 £599

SCOTT RADIAN FLY RODS - 4 PCE
A great combination of speed and power

Radian Fly Rods Price
8'6” #4 #5 £649
9' #4 - #7 £649

Radian Fly Rods Price
9'6” #6 #7 #8 £649
10’ #4 - #8 £649

Snowbee  Onyx
7 Models

RRP £52-£95
NOW £49.99-£79.99

Snowbee Geo
3 Models

RRP £195-£239
NOW £159-£219

Snowbee Classic 2
4 Models
NOW

£28-£94

SNOWBEE GEO NANO FLY RODS - 4PCE
The ubiquitous larger stillwater & reservoir rods plus 3 Salmon rods
Geo Nano RRP Price
8'6” #4 £359 £315
9' #5 #6 #8 #9 #10 £369-£409 £315-£349
9'6" #7 £399 £339
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £389-£409 £349
13' #8 #9 £489 £429
14' #9 #10 6 Piece Travel Rod £549 £479
14' #9/10 £539 £449
Geo Nano Switch - 4PCE RRP Price
10’9” #7 £439 £379
11’6” #8 £459 £399

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE FLY RODS - 4PCE
Superb quality coupled with outstanding value.

Prestige RRP Price
8’ #4 £229 £189
9’ #4 #5 #6 £249 £199
9’6” #3 #7 £269-£279 £219
10' #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 £269-£289 £219-£229
10’ #8 £259 £149
10'6”#3 New Style Handle £299 £269
11’ #3 New Style Handle £299 £269

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE SWITCH FLY RODS - 4PCE
Lightweight and effortless power producing distance and accuracy.

RRP Price
10'8" #6 ONLY £289-£299 £169

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 FLY RODS - 4PCE
Incorporating the very latest thinking in fly rod design & material technology.
Diamond 2 RRP Price
7' #4 £145 £116
8' #4 £149 £119
9' #4 #5 #6 £159-£165 £129
9'6" #7 #8 £169 £135
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £169-£185 £139-£149

9' #4 #5 £159 £99
9'6” #8 £149 £89
10' #3 #4 #5 #6 #8 £169 £99

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 SPEY & SWITCH FLY

RODS - 4PCE
Superb performance and affordable value.

Diamond 2 Spey RRP Price
12'6"#7 #8 £259 £215
13' #8 #9 £259 £229
14' #9 #10 £299 £249
15' #10 #11 £319 £269

Diamond 2 Switch RRP Price
10'6"#7 £219 £179
10'6"#8 £219 £179

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY RODS - 4PCE
The  Classic Fly Rods with all-new 4-piece blanks, providing crisp,
responsive action. Ideal for those just starting fly fishing.

Classic RRP Price
6' #2/3 £58.00 £45
7' #3/4 #5/6 £60.00 £47
8'6" #4/5 £68.00 £54
9' #4/5 #5/6 £71.00 £59
9'6" #6/7 £82.00 £63
10' #4/5 #7/8 £89.00 £69-£72
10' #6/7 NEW £88.00 £79 

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY ROD COMBOS - 4PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers
and available in specialized sizes.

Classic Combo Kits RRP Price
8'6" #4/5 £103 £79.99
9' #5/6 #7/8 #8/9 £108-£125 £79.99
9'6" #6/7 £120 £89.99

20%
OFF

Purchase a Snowbee fly rod, fly
reel & fly line & get 20% off
the complete outfit!

SNOWBEE 790 CASSETTE REELS & BUNDLES

A Cassette Spool version of the Popular 790 model. Built to the
same exacting standards as the other reels, but fitted with a
precision moulded, reinforced polycarbonate Cassette Spool.
Giving the same line capacity as the standard model, this offers
the advantage of quick-change, inexpensive cassette spools, so
favoured by competition fishermen. Also available as a ‘retro-fit’
spool head to convert your existing 790 Geo into a Cassette reel. 

Cassette Fly Reels RRP Price
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel £65 £54.99
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £85 £74.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel £69.99 £62.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £95 £79.99
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel £209 £169
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £259 £199
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel £235 £179
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £279 £210

REDUCED

1/2 PRICE

OFFER

REDUCED

REDUCED

3 SPECIAL OFFERS

REDUCED

ORVIS ENCOUNTER SPIN/FLY COMBO ROD
It's a spinning rod. No, it's a fly rod. Actually, it's both. 

Encounter Spin/Fly Combo Rod RRP Price
7' #5 (fly) 1/16 - 3/16oz (spin) £225 £199

ORVIS SUPERFINE CARBON FLY RODS 
Classic precision dominates the unsanded graphite blank with
matching graphite wraps of the Superfine Carbon. 

Superfine Carbon Fly Rods RRP Price
6’ - 9’ 7 Models in the range from £335

ORVIS RECON FLY RODS 
Recon teams a high-performance, fast action feel with light swing
weight. 

Recon Fly Rods RRP Price
7’ 11” - 10’ 7 Models in the range from £315NEW 

NEW 

ORVIS HELIOS 2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
20% stronger than the original Helios, 20% lighter in hand, 100%
increase in tip-impact strength, fine-tuned tapers for unrivaled
tracking, accuracy, and lifting power

ORVIS SUPERFINE GLASS FULL FLEX RODS
Get ready to change the way you feel. Orvis have applied modern 
Orvis taper design principles to a classic rod-building material to
produce a 3-weight fibreglass fly rod that's smooth and slow, yet
crisp and strong.

Superfine Glass Full Flex Rods RRP Price
7' #3 £349 £314
7'6" #3 £349 £314
8' #5 £349 £314
8'6” #6 6 Piece NEW £375 £335

Helios 2 RRP Price
6' #2 £675 £599
7' #4 £675 £575
7'6" #3 £675 £599
7'9 #5 £675 £599
8'4" #2 #3 £675 £599
8'6" #4 #5 £675 £575
9' #4 #5 #6 £675 £599

Helios 2 Saltwater RRP Price
8'6" #2 #3 £695 £575
9' #6 #7 #8 #9

#10 #11 #12 £695 £599
9'6" #6 £695 £599
10' #6 #7 #8 £695 £599
Helios 2 Switch Rods RRP Price
11' #6 #7 #8 #9 £795 £699

NEW FOR AUTUMN / WINTER 2015

ORVIS CLEARWATER FLY RODS - 4 PCE
The all new Clearwater® Series reaps the rewards of our award-
winning Helios™ technology. Lighter and more responsive than
ever, the Clearwater Series offers 20 models 

Clearwater RRP Price
6' #2 £179 £159
7' #4 £179 £159
7'6" #3 #5 £179 £159
8'6" #4 #5 £179 £159

ORVIS FREQUENT FLYER FLY RODS - 7 PCE
Travelling with your fly rod has never been easier than with the 7-
piece travel fly rods Frequent Flyer fly rods. 

Frequent Flyer RRP Price
8'6" #5 £215 £193
9' #5 #6 #8 £235 £210

ORVIS ENCOUNTER FLYER ROD OUTFITS - 4PCE
Encounter fly rods are quality discount fly rods that allow novice
anglers to easily enter the fly fishing world. Offering the most
popular sizes and line weights, these Encounter fly rod outfits elimate
all the guesswork on your part.

Encounter Outfits RRP Price
8'6" #5 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9' #5 #8 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9’ 6” #6 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135

Clearwater RRP Price
9' #4 #5 #6 #7

#8 #9 #10 #12 £179 £159
9'6" #6 #7 £199 £179
10' #4 #5 #6 #8 £179-£199 £159-£179

ORVIS CLEARWATER SWITCH RODS
High-end performance at an excellent price, giving you the back-
saving ease of two-handed casting.

Clearwater Switch Rods RRP Price
11’ #6 #7 #8 #9 £299 £269
12’ #8 £299 £269

GREYS GR30 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
With a slightly more forgiving action than the GR50, 
the GR30 allows high line speeds with the minimum of
effort. The GR30 looks every bit as good as it casts.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 7'6" #3 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8' #4 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8'6" #5 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 9' #5 #6 #8 £109.99 £98.99
GR30 9'6" #5 #6 #8 £119.99 £107.99
GR30 10' #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

GREYS GR50 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon fibre in an advanced 
taper design, the GR50 is a physically light fly rod. The fast
recovering, high performance action is the replacement for
Greys all-time best selling GRXI+ range is truly class leading.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR50 6' #3 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 6'6" #4 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 7' #3 #5 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 8' #4 #6 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 8'6" #5 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9' #5 #6 #8 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 10' #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99 
GR50 13' #8/9 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 14' #9/10 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 15' #10/11 £249.99 £224.99

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 #6 #7 £229.99 £206.99
9’6” #6 #7 £249.99 £224.99
10’ #7 #8 £269.99 £242.99

GREYS GR50 SWITCH RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon fibre. 

Length Line RRP NOW
11’ 1” #5 #6 £199.99 £179.99
11’ 1” #6 #7 £199.99 £179.99
11’ 1” #7 #8 £199.99 £179.99

GREYS GR70 DOUBLE HANDED RODS
Double handed rod designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW 
14’ #9 £379.99 £339.99
15’ #9 £399.99 £358.99

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 £239.99 £215.99
9’6” #7 £259.99 £233.99

GREYS GR70 6 PCE TRAVEL RODS
Giving all anglers the ability to venture further than before.

GREYS GR70 STREAMFLEX /
STREAMFLEX PLUS

Fast recovering, smooth medium-fast action fly rods

Length Line RRP NOW
Streamflex 6’6” #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex Plus 7’ #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 7’6” #4 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 8’ #4 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 8’6” #5 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 9’ #4 #5 #6 £219.99 £199.99
Streamflex Plus 9’6” #3 #5 £279.99 £248.99
Streamflex 10’ #3 #4 #5 £239.99 £215.99
Streamflex 11’ #3 #4  £245.99 £224.99

XF2 & XF2 STREAMFLEX 
ALL REDUCED

GTS/GX REELS
Large Arbor GTS cassette reels with Greys unique line ID system.

RRP NOW 
GTS500 #5 #6 #7 £49.99 £44.99
GTS500 #7 #8 #9 £49.99 £44.99
GTS700 #5 #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
GTS700 #7 #8 #9 £99.99 £89.99
GX900 #2 #3 #4 £119.99 £61.00
GX900 #4 #5 #6 £124.99 £63.00
GX900 #6 #7 #8 £129.99 £65.00
GX900 #8 #9 #10 £139.99 £69.00
GX900 #10 #11 #12 £149.99 £75.00

NEW 

NEW 

GAME TRUE FLY T2 - 4PC
Length Line RRP Price
9’ #5 #6 £89.99 £79.99
9’6” #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
10’ #6 #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

NEW 

GRXi
• Floating
• Intermediate
• Med Sinking
RRP £24.99

NOW £15

PLATINUM
• Floating
• Intermediate
• Sinking etc.
RRP £39.99

NOW £24
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Orvis Silver Sonic 
Stockingfoot
Zippered Waders £355

Guide Waders £339

Convertible Waders £245

Infinity Gravel Guards £26 • Neoprene Guard Sock £25

Orvis Encounter
Felt or Rubber Sole

from £79

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Fishing Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Lightwt Super
Tac-L-Pac Fly Vest
RRP £125 £99

Orvis Hydros
Strap Vest

RRP £125 £110

SFT Breathable Waders
RRP NOW

Chest Stockingfoot £359 £279

Zip-Front Stockingfoot £399 £319 

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Stockingfoot Waist £229 £179
Stockingfoot Chest £249 £189
Stockingfoot Zip-Front £299 £239 

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot Chest Combi Felt £249£189

Bootfoot Zip Combi Felt £319£229

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Boots. Felt or
Vibram from £125

Snowbee XS-Pro RRP NOW
Studded XS-Tra Grip £129£99

Combi Felt £119£79

Rockhopper Neoprene
Spike Sole Wading Boots

RRP £59.99 £49.99

Snowbee Classic
Fly Vest

RRP £45.99 £37

Snowbee Geo
Fly Vest

RRP £84.99 £75

Snowbee Geo Wading
Fly Vest

RRP £73 £65

Snowbee Superlight
Fly Vest

RRP £50 £45

Snowbee Superlight
Mesh Fly Vest
RRP £46 £39

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Over Trousers

RRP £135 £99

Snowbee Shirts
Short or Long Sleeves

from £39.99

Classic Neoprene Cleated
Bootfoot Waders RRP NOW

Thigh Waders £65.99 £55

Chest Waders £89.99 £75

Snowbee Stream-Trek
Studded XS-Tra Grip

RRP £145 NOW £115

Snowbee SFT Sonic-Welded 
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £299 £269 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £145 £119

Orvis Clearwaters
Mesh Vest

RRP £59 £49

Orvis Sonic Tailwaters
Wading Jacket

RRP £249 £225

Orvis Sonic
Wading Jacket

RRP £249 £225

Greys Strata All Weather 
Jacket - Brown

RRP £179.99 £139 .99

Greys Strata All Weather 
Overtrousers - Brown
RRP £149.99 £119 .99

Greys Strata Fly Vest
Lightweight & waterproof 

RRP £54.99 £44.99

Scierra X-Tech Wading
Jacket

RRP £129.99 £116.99 

Snowbee Smoker Cooker
Made from Stainless Steel
RRP £49.99 £39.99

Snowbee Float Tube Kit
Twin-tube V-Boat style
RRP £209 £179

Snowbee Prestige
Gamefisher £19.99

18 Models to choose
from - Starting from £199

11 Models to choose from

Maui Jim Sunglasses
from £89

Maui Jim BiFocal Sunglasses
from £115

Snowbee Magnalite Full
Frame £49.99

Snowbee Prestige Sport Sunglasses
2 Styles available £49.99

Open Range Tech
Vest Pack £149.99

Marabou Vest
£129.99

Wildhorse Tech
Vest Pack £199.99

Elk River Youth 
Vest £74.99

PFG Henry’s Fork
Lightweight fishing

vest with 12 pockets
to hold all your gear.
RRP £89.99 £69 

Headwaters 
Gear Bag

£99

Simms Headwaters
Chest Pack

RRP £79 £69

Simms Headwaters 
Hip Pack

RRP £89 £75 

Headwaters Full
Day Pack

RRP £149 £129

Headwaters 1/2 Day
Hydration Pack
RRP £99 £85

Airflo Outlander Gear
Bag

£39.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rolling Cargo Bag

RRP £79.99 £55

Airflo Outlander
Rucksack/Chest Pack

£49.99 

Airflo Outlander Vest
Back Pack

from £49.99

CC3 XP
Stockingfoot Waders
RRP £149.99 £114.99

Snowbee Fly Vest /
Backpack

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige Long
Fly-Fishing Waistcoat 

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable 3/4 Field Jacket

RRP £175 £139

Orvis Access
Wading Boots 

RRP £139 £125
Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis BOA Pivot Boots
Vibram Rubber Sole

RRP £175 £155
Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Encounter 
Waders & Boots
Waders          from  £135

Boots             from  £79 

See website for details

Headwaters Gear
Bag

£189

Simms Dry Creek Back Packs and Hip
Packs

£109 - £259

• Waterproof 
Zips 

• 3 Layer 
Bonded 
System

• High 
Breathability

NEW SFT 4mm Neoprene 
Chest Waders RRP NOW
Stockingfoot £155 £119
Bootfoot Combi Felt from £189 £139
Bootfoot - Cleated   from £185 £99

SPECIAL OFFER LAST FEW

Contender
Fishing Jacket

£319

Acklin
Fishing Jacket

£339

Slick
Fishing Jacket

£449

Guide
Fishing Jacket

£329

Buckley 
Fishing Jacket

£399

G3 Guide
Fishing Jacket

£429

G4 PRO
Fishing Jacket

£499 

Vertical Mesh
Fishing Vest

£119

Cascade
Softshell Trousers

£99

Superlight
Zip-off Trousers

£69

Superlight
Trousers

£59

Rogue
Fleece Hoody

£99

Rivershed
Fishing Fleece

£119

Kinetic
Fishing Jacket

£229

Riffle
Fishing Jacket

£255

Hyalite Rain Shell
Jacket .....£149

Bib..........£129

ExStream
Jacket .....£239

Trousers ..£179

ProDry Gore-Tex
Jacket .....£479

Bib..........£399

Freestone
Fishing Vest

£79

G4Z
Waders

Stockingfoot
£799

Flyte Jacket
Gunmetal

RRP £179 £89

Fall Run Jacket
Swamp

RRP £169 £89

Contender Gore-Tex
Camo/Dark Gunmetal

RRP £279 £179

Guide Shorts
Traditional fit

£59

Shirts
from

£44.99

Bone
Flip
£69

Ebbtide
Flip
£39

Guide
Flip

RRP £79 £59

Zipit Bootie II
Wading Boots

£85

Headwaters
Wading Boots

£159

Flats Sneaker
Wading Boots

£119

Freestone Felt
Wading Boots

£139

Freestone
Wading Boots

£159

Vapor
Wading Boots

£169

Rivertek 2 BOA
Wading Boots

from £189 

G3 Guide
Wading Boots

from £199

G4 Boa
Wading Boots

£249

Headwaters 
Convertible
Stockingfoot

£399

G3 Guide
Waders

Stockingfoot
£549

GR4 PRO
Waders

Stockingfoot
£699

G3 Guide
Fishing Vest

£199

Guide
Fishing Vest

£149

NEW Geo 5 
Breathable  Waders
RRP £449 NOW £399

• Welted front Pockets
• Articulated Knee

RRP £189.99 £169.99 RRP £229.99 £189.99

Orvis Encounter
Men’s Wading Jacket

RRP £109 £99

Orvis Encounter
Women’s Wading Jacket

RRP £105 £95

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Jacket

RRP £189 £169

Windstopper Vest
Loden
£169

Windstopper Jacket
Loden or Scarlet

£199 

Snowbee Breeze Bloc
Fleece 360g/m2 Fly Vest

RRP £69.99 £59.99

All Seasons Breathable
Fishing / Country Jacket

from RRP £149 £135

All Seasons Breathable
Overtrousers

from RRP £59 £54

Headwaters Tackle
Bag

£169

Waypoints Range - All in Stock
£89 - £129 - See website

Safe Passage - Olive / Grey
£59 - £139

See website

NEW Safe Passage - Camo
£59 - £139

See website

Shoe £74.90

Slip-On £69.90

Flip £39.90

LAST FEW

Wading Socks
Dark Gunmetal

£29.99
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HOW TO ORDER
When ordering please quote “T&S Hardy CLS offer” and the code “0062TS”.

Postage and packing is £6.99. Tel: 0141 212 8880.  
Fax: 0141 331 6340. E-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com  

Web: http://readeroffers.fishingmegastore.com/0064TS  
Post: Glasgow Angling Centre, 29 Saracen Street, Glasgow G22 5HT.

£ 2 4 9 . 9 9 

R R P

O F F E R 
P R I C E
£ 1 2 5

HALF-PRICE  
HARDY REEL
Don't miss out on the Ultralite CLS 9000 –  
the ideal reel for modern salmon fishing

FREE!
Get a 

Stillwater reel 
and spool 
case with 

every order

the ideal reel for modern salmon fishing

THE FAMOUS Hardy Ultralite name has been 
brought up to date with this cassette design that 
enables you to change lines with ease.

CLS stands for Cassette Locking System, which 
securely locks the polycarbonate cassette in place 
while making it easy to remove – simply move the 
switch from “lock” to “unlock”. 

The Hardy Line ID system makes it easy to identify 
which line (shooting head, spey, multi-tip, sinking) 
you have on which spool, and the reuseable pins 
make it easy to change identification. 

n Made from aerospace grade 6061  
bar stock aluminium.
nTwin Rulon disc drag for smooth and  
powerful performance. 
n Large-arbor spools hold lots of backing,  
retrieve line quickly and reduce memory.
nEasily converts from left- to right-hand wind. 
nSupplied with two spare spools and enough  
ID pins to mark three lines.
nSupplied with a Hardy neoprene reel  
and spool storage case.

The Stillwater case 

has 14 mesh 

pockets and eight 

velcro dividers

The Ultralite’s 

easy-change 

cassettes are 

ideal for storing 

multiple lines.

R E A D E R O F F E R

HALF-PRICE
HARDY REEL

LAST

CH
AN

CE!



NOVEMBER ISSUE ON SALE OCTOBER 20

NEXT MONTH

ALL HAIL THE STICKLEMINKIE
Stan Headley rises to the challenge of Loch Watten

START TYING FLIES
Banish winter blues and take your first steps in fly-tying

HOW TO PLAY A FISH
Don Stazicker on the best ways to bring big trout to the net

SALMON IN ICELAND
The Fljotaa River proves irresistible to Charles Rangeley-Wilson

A FISTFUL OF SECRETS
Paul Procter delves into his fly boxes

48-PAGE  

GAME-FISHING

DESTINATIONS 

GUIDE

FREE



TROUT & SALMON – OCTOBER CROSSWORD

SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD ANSWERS AND WINNERS
ANSWERS ACROSS: 1 False casts. 9 Cascade. 11 Lamprey. 13 Ant. 14 Moy. 15 Ark. 16 Mystery. 17 Gye. 18 Nee. 19 Log. 20 Inn. 21 Shrew. 23 E.g.  

25 Daiwa. 27 Sandy. 28 Ure. 30 Waggler. 31 Shadow. 32 Voe. 35 Igloo. 37 Yeo. 38 Ear. 39 Aln. 40 Exe. 41 Reside.

ANSWERS DOWN: 1 Fast-sinking line. 2 Leaders. 3 Enemy. 4 Ally Gowans. 5 Tummel. 6 Scampi. 7 Orange Muddler. 8 Oykel. 10 Any. 12 Ere. 
22 Reservoir. 24 Wychwood. 25 Dew. 26 Awl. 29 Edwards. 33 Eyes. 34 Dap. 36 Lie.

THE WINNER of our September competition, who receives a Guideline LXi switch rod, is Mrs Margaret Michie, Elgin, Morayshire.

Borrowing from the rucksacks used by modern 
climbers, the Safe Passage Daypack is 
designed with fly-fishing in mind. 

It is perfect for longer trips into the hills or 
whenever you want to carry a lot of kit. There is 
plenty of storage space for reels, a waterproof 
jacket, a large DSLR-style camera and plenty of 
food. On the outside, two elasticated pockets will 
hold large water bottles or help secure a rod tube.

The Daypack is compatible with the Orvis 
Safe Passage Chip Pack, which clips on to the  
front for easy access or clips on to the back  
for ease of carriage.

WIN

CLUES ACROSS

1.  Water fleas, a favourite food of 

reservoir trout (7)

5.  Become less intense (5)

10.   Large African predatory fish 

(4, 5)

11.   Concerning (5)

12.   Hook part (3)

13.   Visible evidence of a trout 

following a pulled fly (3-4)

14.   Slang for 100 (3)

15.   Tie [a fly, for example] (5)

16.   Japanese dish incorporating 

raw fish (5)

18.  Fraxinus tree (3)

19.   Lake District salmon river (3)

20. Personal character (5)

21.   Non-imitative fly type, usually 

bright and flashy (9)

23.   Break free (6)

25.   Type of Pacific salmon (4)

26.   Fishing reels can benefit from 

a drop of this (3)

29.   Item of commercial fishing  

gear (4, 3)

30.   Famous salmon river of    

Norway (4)

32.   Satisfactory [slang] (1. 1.)

34.   Name of Thames in Oxford (4)

35.   Abbreviation for fly-line that  

tapers at both ends (1. 1.)

36.   Polyamide monofilament   

fishing line (5)

CLUES DOWN

1.  Fly named after Perthshire 

town on banks of the Tay (7)

2.  Features of the bodies of 

certain flies, such as Bumbles 

(8, 7)

3.  “Forty winks” (3)

4.  Trout lough in Co. Sligo (5)

6.  Two [trout, for example] (5)

7.  Brown and rainbow 

are these (5)

8.  Groups of fish (6)

9.  Salmon river in Ayrshire (8)

13.   Foundation (5)

16.   ____ Headley, well-known 

fly-fishing author (4)

17.   Northwestern USA state (5)

18.   Popular man-made dubbing 

fibre (6)

20.   Come out (6)

22.   Part of the anatomy of natural 

and artificial flies (6)

24.   Small stillwaters (5)

27.  Windermere, for example (4)

28.   One of many found on sole of 

wading boot (4)

31.   Major Perthshire salmon river 

(3)

33.  Italian river (3)

Find out more about the full range of Orvis luggage at orvis.co.uk

Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter reserves the right to award an 
alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is final. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the promoter will enter into no correspondence. Prize draw takes place 
on October 25 and the winners will be notified within 14 days of the draw. The winners will be chosen at random from the correct entries received. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. 
No employees of Orvis or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete.  
A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA, upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/
competition-terms.html  For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk. Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.

C R O S S W O R D  C O M P E T I T I O N  

Name  .........................................................................

Address  .....................................................................

.....................................................................................

.....................................................................................

..................................................................................... 

Postcode.. ..................................................................

E-mail* .......................................................................

.....................................................................................

Tel ...............................................................................

Cut out and post this coupon to: OCTOBER 
CROSSWORD, Trout & Salmon, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Entries to arrive 
no later than October 25. Photocopied entries are not 
acceptable. *Please complete the form so that Bauer 
Media Group (publisher of Trout & Salmon) can keep 
you up-to-date by email and free mobile messaging 
with offers and promotions. We promise that you can 
unsubscribe at any time if you don’t find them 
interesting and you’ll only get messages about things 
that we’ve chosen especially for you from ourselves 
and our network of great partners whose products 
and services we think you’ll enjoy.

YOUR DETAILS

AN ORVIS
DAYPACK

AS USED 

BY PAUL 

PROCTER

turn to

page 58

FEATURES: 

n Comfort from padded  

back and straps.

n Side mesh pockets 

for water bottles.

n Large main compartment 

unfolds flat for easy access.

n A separate top compartment 

with key clip.

n Compression straps for a rod tube.

n Tough 410 denier nylon coated bottom.

Five winners of this month’s competition 
will receive a high-quality £139 rucksack
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In association with

Including
WATERS TO  FISH AND FLIES  TO TRY THIS MONTH

The only monthly record of catches and news from the major 
fisheries of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland

A L L  T H E  L A T E S T  N E W S  F R O M  O U R  L O C A L  E X P E R T S

ORVIS 
END OF SEASON 

FISHING SALE
1ST – 31ST OCTOBER

In store and at Orvis.co.uk



SCOTLAND

S C O T L A N D

45 Alness

46 Annan

47 Ayr

48 Beauly

49 Borgie

50 Brora

51 Carron

52 Cassley

53 Clyde

54 Conon

55 Cree & Bladnoch

56 Aberdeenshire Dee

57 Deveron

58 Aberdeenshire Don

59 Doon 

60 Earn

61  Forss

62 North & South Esks

63 Findhorn

64 Girvan

65 Halladale

66 Helmsdale

67 Irvine

68 Kirkaig & Inver

1 Llyn Alaw

2 Artro

3  Bewl

4  Llyn Brenig

5 Bristol waters

6 Conwy

7 Coquet

8 Cornwall

9 Dee & Clwyd

10 Derbyshire waters

11 Cumbrian Derwent

12 Devon

13 Dovey

14 Dwyfor

15 Eden

16 Border Esk

17 Esthwaite Water

18 Eyebrook

19 Glaslyn

20 Grafham

21 Hanningfield

22 Llandegfedd

23 Lune

24 Isle of Man

25 Mawddach & Wnion

26 Pitsford

27 Ravensthorpe

28 Ribble & Hodder

29 Rutland Water

30 Seiont, Gwyrfai  

 & Llyfni

31 Severn

32 South-west Wales

33 Talyllyn

34 Tees

35 Till

36 Towy

37 Tyne

38 Usk

39 Lake Vyrnwy

40 Wear

41 Wessex waters

42 Wye

43 Yorkshire Esk

44 Yorkshire waters
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69 Outer Hebrides

70 Lochy

71 Loch Lomond & Leven

72 Lake of Menteith

73 Nairn

74 Ness

75 Nith

76 Orchy

77 Orkney

78 Oykel

79 Scourie

80 Shin

81 Spey

82 Stinchar

83 Tay

84 Teith

85 Thurso

86 Tweed

87 Wick
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88 Lough Arrow

89 Bandon

90 Beltra

91 Blackwater (Cork)

92 Upper Caragh

93 Lough Carra

94 Carrowmore Lake

95 Cong

96 Conn & Cullin

97 Lough Corrib

98 Costello & Fermoyle

99 Lough Currane

100 Delphi

101 Drowes & L. Melvin

102 Erriff

103 Feale

104 Finn

105 Galway Weir

106 Inagh

107 Kylemore Abbey

108 Laune

109 Lennon

110 Lough Mask

111 Moher Lough

112 Moy

113 Screebe

114 Lough Sheelin

115 Slaney

116 Suir

N O R T H E R N    

 I R E L A N D

117 Ballinderry

118 Bush

119 Bann 

120 Mourne

121 Sixmilewater
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England  
& Wales
BORDER ESK

ON AUGUST 4 the river rose to 
about one metre above summer 
level. Several other rises 
occurred, with one of over 2 ft 
on Aug 21. The Liddel was in 
full cry on Aug 24, running about 
4 ft above normal. This extra 
water should bring in good runs 
of salmon, grilse and sea-trout.

John Hawkes landed sea-
trout of 2 lb 8 oz, 1 lb and 2 lb on 
fly on the Willow pool. Paul 
D’Ambrosio caught his first-ever 
salmon: a 12 lb beauty on a 
spinner. Tony Kaye caught a 
salmon of 13 lb 4 oz on fly and a 
grilse of 4 lb 8 oz, also on fly. 
Martin Coulthard caught a 6 lb 
salmon on spinner, while Tim 
Bacon landed a 5 lb grilse.

Geoff Harvey had sea-trout 
of 2 lb and two of 1 lb 8 oz on fly. 
Colin Hudson landed a 2 lb 8 oz 
sea-trout on fly. Guy Wellings 
caught his first-ever salmon: a 
12-pounder on fly.

John Scott had a 5 lb sea-
trout on fly and a further three 
to 2 lb 8 oz. David Laidler landed 
a 4 lb grilse and sea-trout 
around 2 lb on spinner. Jim 
Hunter had two sea-trout to  
2 lb 12 oz off the Cauldron. 
Dave Dixon caught salmon of  
16 lb, 12 lb and 10 lb and several 
sea-trout around 1 lb 4 oz from 
the Willow and Cauldron beats. 
These were on fly and spinner.

On the Gilnockie Tower
beat, George McCrae caught a  
7 lb salmon in the Tower pool. 
On the Hollows beat, Jean 
MaCrae landed a 3 lb 11 oz sea-
trout on spinner at Lower 
Sykesfoot. Lynn Bartlett’s final 
day of her week proved to be a 
red-letter one when she landed 
her first-ever salmon – a 6 lb 
fish from the Hollows beat 
below the Dam on her  
last cast of the day!

Upstream on the Irvine 
House Lower beat, John 
Murray had a good month, his 
haul including salmon of 8 lb,  
6 lb, 6 lb, 6 lb and an absolute 
cracker of 23 lb 8 oz, which fell 
to a spinner at the Copper 
Stone. He also returned a 
further six grilse to 4 lb 8 oz. In 
addition to these fish he caught 
five sea-trout to 3 lb 8 oz.  
Drew Murray had ten sea-trout 
to 3 lb 8 oz. 

Mid Irvine House
struggled in August, Shaun 
Parker landing a small sea-trout 

on spinner and Drew Murray a  
2 lb 8 oz sea-trout on spinner 
from the House Stream.

Tyneside Anglers’ Syndicate 
rods had sport on their 
Longwood beat with sea-
trout, mainly in the 1 lb 8 oz-3 lb 
range. Fish were caught on 
Silver Stoat’s Tail, Black Pennell, 
Border Belle and Teal, Blue and 
Silver. During periods of high 
water a Mepps produced 
several fish.

August saw sport down at 
Burnfoot with some good 
salmon catches made along 
with batches of sea-trout.

Anglers interested in the 
Willow and Cauldron Beats can 
contact David Laidler on 01625 
820 674 or visit www.
willowpoolfishings.co.uk

Prospects for October as 
always depend on river levels; 
given regular rises, fish should 
be running right up to the end of 
the season. – BORDER ROD.

BRISTOL  
WATERS

THE EXPECTED good fishing 
only rarely materialised in 
August. Again this was down to 
such changeable weather. 
What have we all done to 
deserve such windy conditions? 
And if not wind then dreadful 
long sunny days! The wind has 
barely moved from the south-
west and often has been strong.  
This means that in vast areas of 
Chew Valley Lake fishing is 
impossible. The weed from 
Wick Green, through Spring Bay 
and into East Shore has been 
impossible to drift, and usually  

I like this area at this time  
of the year.

There were odd days when 
the fish fed and some good bags 
were reported. Areas such as 
Moreton, Stratford and 
Herriotts occasionally provided 
better “resident” fish. Villice 
was the most consistent  
part of the lake. 

A big stocking took place 
recently and this has “woken 
up” many of the older fish in the 
lake, and of course the fresh fish 
have fed well, but the recent  

hot weather hasn’t helped. 
Keep your flies small and 

near the surface. Even if you are 
not seeing rising fish, Chew 
responds well to surface flies. I 
know I go on about it a great 
deal, but our fish are rarely more 
than a couple of feet down and 
are generally keen to rise for 
food on the surface. 

Catch to date: 10,293 fish 
to 2,628 rods; a rod average of 
3.91 fish per person at an 
average weight of 2 lb 10 oz.

Blagdon has been similar to 
Chew in that we have had some 
decent days but mostly it has 
been a struggle to get 
consistent sport. For much of 
August the place to fish has 
been the deeper water of the 
dam basin. All sorts of tactics 
have been working here, from 
floating line with nymphs down 
to fast-sinking lines with large 
lures. The most consistent 
methods, though, have involved 
floating or midge-tip lines with 
an attractor lure on the point. By 
and large the lure has taken 
more fish than the nymphs have 
– which is quite unusual.  

The corixa-feeding fish that 
were all round the weeds 
seemed to move out.  
Maybe the water temperature 
was not to their liking? 

The local Blagdon club held a 
small competition recently and, 
although the winner, Dale 
Burgess, caught 11 fish, the 
other ten anglers managed to 
catch only 38, so the average 
was less than four per rod – and 
these are locals!  

As the water cools, the 
fishing will improve and 
hopefully we will see some of 
those better fish that have been 
in the lake for the whole season. 
In July when conditions were 
good there were plenty of big 
fish cruising and feeding on flies 
on or in the surface.  

Have a look around the lake 
– Rugmoor, Ash Trees and 
Wood Bay should all hold plenty 
of trout. If all else fails, have a 
few hours at the dam!

Catch to date: 10,915 fish to 
2,725 rods; a rod average of  
four at an average weight of  
2 lb 9 oz. – MARTIN COTTIS.

CONWY

THE RIVER was unsettled at the 
end of July and several freshets 
raised levels in the first half of 
August. In the middle of the 
month the Cwm Llanerch gauge 
went up to 2 m and then on 
August 24, in response to over 
two inches of rain in Snowdonia 

in one day, the river was pushed 
up to 3.4 m – very high for this 
time of year. These flushes of 
water have brought fish into the 
system and very good catches, 
especially of sea-trout, have 
been made throughout the 
middle reaches of the river on 
both fly and spinner.

The tidal beats, however, 
have not done so well; clearly a 
lot of fish have run through but 
few have tarried. Pete Jones 
tells me of a fresh 10 lb salmon 
caught by James Roberts on 
Dolgarrog water on a spinner. 
Upstream from here, on the 
Plas Madoc beat, John 
Wheeldon caught three grilse in 
quick succession on shrimp at 
the beginning of August from 
the Pompryn and Stake pools – 
these deep pools always  
seem to hold fish.

Upstream from here, on 
Llanrwst club water, some 
salmon were caught in August 
and I have further details of 
others caught a bit earlier. Kevin 
Williams and Norman Roberts 
both had salmon of about 7 lb in 

July on spinner. Around Aug 20, 
Daniel Stevens had two grilse 
on worm (and a 4 lb sea-trout) 
and Wayne Davies landed 
salmon of 5 lb, 6 lb and 9 lb and 
lost two others on spinner. 

The Llanrwst town beat has 
been very productive for sea-
trout during July and August. 
Norman Roberts has had sewin 
on spinner and Rob Jones has 
caught sea-trout on both 
spinner and fly. Jack Williams, 
Matthew Abbott and Marcus 
Williams have done well with 
the fly, especially along the 
lower bend into the Roaches, 
with the best fish a 5 lb sea- 
trout for Matthew. Brian Jones, 
Stuart Llewellyn and Daniel 
Stevens have all had good 
numbers of sea-trout on fly: on 
one night Stu managed two 
sewin on one cast … the 
benefit of using a dropper!

Some big sea-trout were 
landed from the Llanrwst town 
beat in August, all I think, on fly 
at night. Both Wayne Davies 
and Stu Llewellyn had 6 lb fish, 
Ian “Tank” Williams had a 7 lb 

orvis.co.uk

Cooler water 
should 
improve sport 
on Blagdon

Clan Chief (variant)
Hook Size 10-12 standard wet-fly   Thread Black  Butt Flat silver, 

two turns  Tail Sunburst dyed golden-pheasant tippets under red 
dyed golden-pheasant tippets  

Rib Fine silver or gold  Body Black seal’s fur, well brushed out  
Body hackle Scarlet cock  Head hackle Black hen

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH
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Federation waters. Dennis 
Kinghorn had a good salmon of 
10 lb on fly in the Felton area.

Coquet had about a foot of 
extra water on Aug 21 and this 
may well have brought in  
runs of fish.

Given water, October can be 
an excellent month on the 
Coquet. – DAVID CARRICK.

CORNWALL

ON THE South West Lakes trout 
fisheries the warm, dry weather 
continued throughout most of 
August with a few very hot and 
sunny days. Water levels are 
dropping and water 
temperatures rising (to over  
20 deg C), resulting in many of 
the fish moving out to cooler, 
deeper water.

Fishing from boats over the 
open and deeper, cooler water – 
particularly near the dam on the 
drift – has proved to be the 
most productive approach at 
Siblyback. However, bank 
anglers have found a few fish in 
Stocky Bay and Two Meadows. 
Nearly all fish have been caught 
on sub-surface patterns 
(Goldhead Hare’s Ears, Whiskey 
Fly, Blobs and Boobies) on either 
intermediate or sunk lines.

At Stithians hatches of 
buzzers and beetles blown on to 
the water has meant that fish 
are still feeding near the surface 
and dry patterns are working 
well, particularly Buzzer 
emergers, Klinkhamers, 
Hoppers and dry Sedge 
patterns. Nymphs such as Diawl 
Bach, Buzzer and Hare’s Ear 

sea-trout and Sam Lees caught 
a terrific 9 lb sea-trout on a 
surface lure. This is Sam’s 
second 9 lb sea-trout from this 
beat this season.

Along the lower of the two 
main Gwydyr beats a lot of 
sea-trout were caught, mostly 
on spinner and worm, although 
salmon were less evident. Fonz 
Roberts had 24 sea-trout from 
Hafod with the best at 4 lb, and 
Tony Godbert a similar number 
to 3 lb and a 5 lb grilse from the 
Wall pool, all returned. Peter 
Pugh had sea-trout from 
Benson’s and the Flats, Mr J. 
Nash had a 4 lb 8 oz sea-trout 
from Hafod on fly and  
Will Parkes had about  
20 sea-trout in two hours  
spinning in these pools.

Betws club waters were 
also productive – some fish 
were caught up the Llugwy: 
David Roberts had two grilse, 
each about 4 lb 8 oz, on worm, 
along with various sea-trout, 
Gruff Fon had an 8 lb salmon 
from the Slanted Rock. Along 
the Betws beat on the main 
river, Fonz Roberts and John 
Quale did well with sea-trout 
and brownies in the Waterloo 
pool and Fonz had an 11 lb 
salmon just upstream from here 
on a Flying C. The biggest 
salmon of the month, at 18 lb, 
was caught by Melfyn Hughes 
by the Holly Bush, around  
the golf course side of  
the Church pool.

On the upper of the Gwydyr 
beats David Roberts caught 
over 20 sea-trout on spinner, 
with the best about 3 lb 8 oz, 

and Callum Jones had a 2 lb 8 oz 
fish. Steve Last had a superb  
3 lb brown trout from Crooked 
on a Yellow Dolly, but the 
Beaver pool was the most 
productive on this beat. Ian 
“Tank” Williams had five sea-
trout from the Beaver with the 
biggest an excellent 8 lb fish; 
Hugh Lane caught a 3 lb sea-
trout on fly from here; Dave 
Spencer and Stuart Davies also 
had a significant number of sea- 
trout from the Beaver pool on fly 
as did David Adshead and his 
father, Mally, who caught 
another big 8 lb fish.

Going up the Lledr, Bob 
Wilson reports that there was a 
very good run of grilse with the 
high water around Aug 20. On 
the William’s Pool beat, Bob, 
Nick Webster, Kevin Thomas 
and Paul Dono had seven grilse, 
all around the 5 lb mark to a 
variety of methods. Further up, 
on Dolwyddelan water, I hear of 
several salmon caught, 
including a 12 lb fish by Jim 
Parsons on fly and others lost. 
There are some lovely pools and 
runs for the fly on this beat, and, 
given enough water, especially 
towards the end of the season, 
it can be prolific for salmon. For 
membership details or day- 
ticket availability contact Dave 
Foster on 01690 750 444 or 
e-mail: dfoste@btinternet.com. 
– MAX COVENTRY.

COQUET

AFTER RAIN in mid August fish 
were caught, including several 
from the Northumbrian Anglers’ 

have worked well, either fished 
in teams at varying depths or 
singly just beneath the surface. 
Pipe Bay, Sailing Bay, 
Carnmenellis Bank, Pub Bay and 
the deeper water by the dam 
have all fished well, with 
weekly rod averages varying 
between 1.3 and 1.5 fish per 
rod. Catches have included a 
number of brown and blue trout 
as well as rainbows.

August on the Fowey
brought the arrival of the peal 
run. While the river generally 
remains low, heavy rain at the 
beginning of the month moved 
fresh fish up into the middle and 
upper reaches. Grilse have been 
caught on beats from the lower 
to the upper reaches, mainly on 
small spinners in the coloured 
water. The average size has 
been around 5 lb, but a few 
larger fish have been seen and 
taken. Sea-trout continue to 
make a good showing and fresh 
fish continue to be taken – 
albeit of a smaller average size. 
The river remains in good 
condition and September is 
being looked forward to  
with optimism.

The Glynn beat had a flurry 
of activity after the small spate 
on Aug 1. Chris Marwood had a 
couple of “schoolies” on the 
stripped fly, as did Mike Cherry 
and his guest. Mike also landed 
the beat’s first grilse of the 
season, which weighed  
4 lb 8 oz and fell to some magic 
fly or another! 

Currently, the Lynher is low 
and clear with evidence of good 
stocks of school peal and larger 
fish. However, given the low 
water, these are proving 
difficult to catch, even at night. 
A spate in early August 
encouraged some grilse to run, 
and produced success for some 
anglers. Many of the fish were 
quite small, weighing around  
3 lb. The hatchery fry are 
growing on quickly, and will be 
stocked in the autumn when our 
new stocking cycle begins.

A spate in the first week of 
August on the Camel produced 
a good run of sea-trout. Three 
fish around 2 lb were taken on 

Aug 4 by one angler on the Shell 
Wood beat, and a large fish was 
lost by another angler on the 
Trecarne beat the same 
morning. As I write (Aug 24), and 
despite low water, the spring 
tide of a few days ago has 
encouraged fish to move up the 
catchment, and a 4 lb grilse was 
caught above Wenford Bridge 
two days ago. 

August was shockingly quiet 
for the Butterwell Farm Fishery, 
mainly due to very few rods 
fishing. Plenty of sea-trout have 
been seen, just not many 
caught. The total number of 
sea-trout caught on the beat so 
far this season is 63. – 
RICHARD BRISTOW.

CUMBERLAND 
DERWENT

HEAVY RAIN has maintained 
consistently good levels on the 
Derwent and there is a definite 
mood of optimism on the river 
as a number of successful 
salmon anglers will testify. Fish 
appear to be well spread 
throughout the catchment, from 
Keswick to the sea, and a 
couple of anglers have reported 
multi-fish days. Admittedly we 
are not back to the glory days of 
old but there is a feeling of mild 
excitement that things are 
much-improved on recent 
seasons.

At least four salmon have 
been landed up at Keswick, 
Bruce Frampton having had two, 
including one off the Greta, 
which was so dramatically 
re-sculpted in last winter’s 
storms. Further downstream, 
Isel have had half a dozen, 
mainly grilse to 8 lb, and Isel 
Hall had another four. The 
middle river seems to have been 
doing best, the Fitz overtaking 
last year’s tally by mid August. 
Alan Addison had a memorable 
day on this beat with three 
double-figure salmon to 19 lb 
and a few sea-trout as well – a 
good day’s fishing by any 
standards. Elsewhere, the 
Workington Anglers were out in 
force, making the most of this 
late-summer run with at least 
five fish one Sunday morning 
and reports of several more 
later in the week.

Unfortunately, word of fish 
running reached the unlicensed 
brigade, who were also seen in 
some numbers on the lower 
river. Anglers observing 
potential poaching incidents are 
again reminded to report these 
to the police and the EA as soon 
as possible. Fishing without 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Bolton Estate, River Ure
The estate has three beats on the River Ure. Bolton Hall beat is 11/4 miles of double-bank fishing for 
two rods and has a new fishing hut. The Ure is a typical Dales river and has many pools and glides, 
some reasonably deep, which can hold fish in low water.

The Thoresby beat comprises about three quarters of a mile of single left-bank fishing, with a hut 
and wc. It is excellent fly water with many pools, runs, and glides. The top of the beat, just before the 
junction of Bishopdale Beck, is probably the most famous of all the Ure pools.

Day-tickets for salmon cost £40.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/England/Yorkshire/Bolton

Grilse and 
sea-trout give 
good sport  
on Fowey
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permission is a criminal offence 
and has a Home Office number 
116/11 to be quoted when 
reporting such an incident. 

On the bright side, 
historically the best of the 
salmon fishing is just around the 
corner and as the days shorten 
we look forward to some grand 
days’ salmon fishing on this 
great river. – ERIC HOPE.

DEE  
AND  CLWYD

THE OPTIMISM I expressed in 
last month’s report, when I 
suggested we were in for a 
bumper season, was misplaced, 
as things really have slowed 
down on the salmon front. Still, 
the season still has a few weeks 
to run, so fingers crossed.

On the Dee, Midland Fly 
Fishers’ members, having put 
some time in on the river, have 
had no success so far with 
salmon, but the rain has started 
and there is hope that this will 
encourage a decent run of fish. 
Corwen and District Angling 
Club members have fared a little 
better, Phil “the fish” Jones 
having had a seven-pounder 
from the Warf, a 9 lb fish from 
St David’s and one at 9 lb 8 oz 
from Crogen, all on upstream 
worm. This brings Phil’s total to 
seven fish so far. Colin Mousley 
had two fish from Gwnodl; the 
first weighed 8 lb but the 
second was a whopper 42.5 
inches long and with a 22-inch 
girth. It was estimated to weigh 
about 33 lb. Wirral Game 
Fishing Club members have 
produced four salmon: Jonathon 
Gittins a 7 lb fish from Bryn y 
Pys 4, Simon Edwards a ten-
pounder from Chirk, and  
Arwyn Harper fish of  
8 lb and 6 lb from Rhagatt 

Dee sea-trout have been 
equally sparse, which is 
unusual. Iwan Lewis has landed 
several fish (four of them 4 lb 
apiece) from the Junction beat. 
Corwen and District Angling 
Club’s Phil Ratcliff and John 
Boon caught four fishing the 
Long Reach, Adrian Carless had 
three in a session on the Bridge 
pool, and Peter Bentley a single 
fish. Wirral Game Fishing Club 
members have done better, 
with 14 fish to their credit, John 
Glaister taking the best, a fish 
of 4 lb 8 oz, closely followed by 
Arwyn Harper with a four-
pounder. The rest were 
between 1 lb and 2 lb.

The Clwyd continues to fish 
well for sea-trout, with some 
nice fish reported, although 

fishing effort has been less than 
at this time last year. The recent 
downpours gave the river a 
good flush-out. Vale of Clwyd 
Angling Club members have 
been doing well, Shaun Foxon 
having taken 12 fish since my 
last report. The best weighed  
7 lb and he had several of  
4 lb-5 lb. Rhyl and St Asaph 
Angling Club has been doing 
equally well, but no reports of 
the bigger fish. Wirral Game 
Fishing Club’s John Weir had a  
4 lb fish, and Jonathon Moores 
a three-pounder. The Junction 
pool is not fishing to its usual 
standard this year, Mr B. 
Rogerson’s 3 lb fish the best 
recent sea-trout. 

The Elwy has produced two 
salmon: Bob Deed of Rhyl and St 
Asaph Club had an 8 lb fish and 
Phil Carrington a six-pounder 
from Kinmel Beat 2. The sea-
trout fishing has been excellent, 
Jonathon Moores of Wirral 
Game Fishing Club having taken 
eight fish to 3 lb in one session, 
also on Kinmel Beat 2. Numbers 
of fish have been taken by 
members of all clubs on the 
river, so it would appear that the 
issue with the weir at Maes 
Elwy is no longer a problem.

At this time last year a 
number of dead or dying salmon 
were reported on these rivers; 
NRW investigated and ruled out 
the possibility of UDN, but there 
are other potential sources of 
salmon mortality prior to 
spawning: please report all 
sightings of dead or dying  
fish to your club committees or 
to NRW staff. 

If anglers or clubs have 
issues they would like adding to 
the Dee and Clwyd Local 
Fisheries Advisory Group 
agenda, please would they 
e-mail me or any of their 
committee members. –  
ALLAN CUTHBERT.

DEVON

AUGUST STARTED with a brief 
spell of heavy rain that 
produced spates on most Devon 
rivers, bringing a welcome rise 
in river levels and an 

improvement in salmon catches. 
A few more salmon were caught 
in a brief rise later in the month 
but at the time of writing  
(Aug 24) most rivers are back at 
low levels. School peal made 
most of the going for sea-trout 
fishermen, with the odd bigger 
fish caught. Brown trout fishing 
was often challenging, 
especially on the small streams 
that dropped to really low 
levels, but skilled anglers  
still took fish on nymphs  
and dry-flies.

Some of the best salmon 
fishing was on the Taw,  
where the combination of  
the early August rain and high 
tides encouraged fish to run. 
The best of the fishing was  
on the middle and lower 
reaches, and the Brightley  
and Weirmarsh beats did 
particularly well with 21 salmon 
in the first part of the month, 
including 11 fish in one day.  
Six of these fish, including one 
of 18 lb, were caught by Dave 
Meach on a Cascade.

On the lower Taw at Huish 
Moor there was a brief flurry of 
activity in early August, though 
the sea-trout fishing was slow. 
In the absence of any guests, 
Tim Stoop went out and caught 
three salmon of 13 lb 8 oz, 9 lb 
and 6 lb and lost another on a 
size 10 Purple Shrimp in a three-
hour session. The following 
evening he had a sea-trout of  
5 lb and a grilse of just under  
4 lb, before losing a bigger 
salmon. As the river dropped, 
guests turned to trout fishing 
and caught some good  
fish to 16 inches.

The upper Taw at Eggesford 
produced good numbers of 
brown trout for guests at the 
Fox & Hounds, the highlight 
being a fish taped at 18 inches 
for David Lynch. The main 
hatches were sedges and 
midges. Some sea-trout were 
caught during the day and 
evening but although some 
salmon were seen on the hotel 
waters they had not arrived  
in any numbers.

Anglers on the Torridge
at the Half Moon enjoyed  
some good fishing, with seven 
salmon and 37 sea-trout. All of 
the salmon were grilse of 
around 4 lb and were spread 
through the river from Beam 
right up to Sheepwash.  
Most of the sea-trout were 
school peal with the odd bigger 
fish and like the salmon were 
well distributed. The biggest 
sea-trout was a fish of about  
10 lb caught by Tim Birkbeck on 
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Excellent   
sea-trout 
fishing  
on Elwy
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FLY-DRESSERS throughout the world have lost  
a multi-talented and inspirational figure with  

the passing of Terry Griffiths.
His skills at the bench were legendary and led to him  

to befriend all the great fly-tyers of the past 50 years  
who would share their time and specialities with  

this one-off individual.
It seemed as though Terry had always been a fly-tyer and 

his deep understanding of the fish themselves combined to 
make him a formidable angler, too. In at the start of the 
small, stocked stillwaters of the late ‘60s he spent most 
weekends at Hampshire’s Damerham fishery with such 

legends as Dick Walker and Bill Sibbons. Teaming up with all 
the luminaries of the fly-fishing and fly-dressing 

communities, he was constantly evolving new patterns and 
was soon a regular in the early years of Rutland Water, 

where he became an adept boat angler. 
A river angler at heart, he was at one with the 

countryside and being a gifted naturalist and photographer 
his work soon appeared in many magazines and he became 

the long-serving editor of Fly Dresser, the journal  
of the Fly Dressers’ Guild.

Terry tied superb classic salmon patterns and loved to 
demonstrate his skills. He tied and photographed flies for 

many books as well as being credited with his own patterns 
and his name is synonymous with scores of today’s standard 

flies for both river and stillwater.
A perfectionist at everything, he often contributed to 

hook designs and his knowledge of fur and feather was 
matched only by his prodigious collection of materials. 

Although at times a troubled soul, and in latter years 
suffering much ill health, he leaves the lasting legacy of a 

man who had countless friends in the fishing fraternity and 
will always be remembered as much for his wit as for his 

talents at the vice. His son and daughter can be justly proud 
of their dad, the man we all knew simply as “TG”.  

PETER COCKWILL

TERRY GRIFFITHS
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Aug 5 from below Hatherleigh. 
Anglers were generally 
catching two or three school 
peal per night but some were 
taken by day, including nine in a 
session for two rods fishing 
with nymphs and  
dry-flies at Beam.

On the Tamar no salmon 
came from the Arundell Arms 
beats, where fishing is fly only, 
but anglers fishing worm and 
spinner on nearby stretches had 
a few fish as the early August 
spate fell away. Sea-trout 
continued to feature in catches, 
with a total of 39 for the past 
month. Most of them were 
school peal, with a few better 
fish, some of which were taken 
in the day by trout-fishers. Jim 
Bishop had a peal of 1 lb 8 oz on 
a dry Adams from Torrish pool 
at the bottom of the Lyd. Trout 
fishing became increasingly 
tough as the water dropped, 
although fish could still be 
caught on nymphs and dry-flies 
by the more skilful rods. A total 
of 225 wild brownies were 
recorded, with many more fish 
not reported. Best fish was one 
of 12 inches for David Wallace, 
caught while trying for a salmon 
on the Tamar. The grayling were 
surprisingly co-operative, with 
36 recorded. The best was a 
fish of 1 lb 8 oz for Mark 
Krukowski from Beat 3 on the 
Lyd, the best of four grayling 

and 13 trout, all taken on 
nymphs in one session. 

Anglers on the Tamar at 
Endsleigh enjoyed some good 
fishing, with ten salmon in the 
first three weeks of August. Ben 
Snee caught the best salmon of 
11 lb 8 oz, as well as another of 
10 lb, on a size 12 Silver Stoat’s 
Tail. Martin Moody had an 8 lb 
salmon on a black-and-silver 
conehead and Sir Frederick 
Hervey Bathurst caught a fish of 
7 lb on a red, black and silver 
tube-fly. Charlie Yeoward 
caught a 6 lb salmon on a Posh 
Tosh and two sea-trout to 3 lb 
on an Ally’s Shrimp. Josh Evans, 
Amelia Moody and Charles 
Holder all had their first salmon 
at Endsleigh, with fish between 
5 lb and 6 lb. The other two 
salmon of around 5 lb were 
caught by Alan White and  
Jeff Wehner.

Following an inch of rain on 
Aug 1 the Dart rose by nearly  
4 ft and over the following two 
weeks members of the Dart 
Angling Association caught 
eight grilse to 5 lb. Robin Thorne 
caught four, Derek Myhill three 
and Rob Dart one. At the end of 
July before the spate, Rob 
Wyatt caught four sea-trout 
between 1 lb 8 oz and 4 lb over 
two evenings. As the river 
settled, DAA members were 
catching some school peal with 
the odd bigger fish. One 

member left a good sea-trout on 
the bank while he continued 
fishing, only for it to be  
stolen by an otter.  

The Teign seems to have 
had a better run of school peal 
than last year, but they have not 
been easy to catch. A few were 
caught by Lower Teign Fishing 
Association members, including 
three for Neil Yeandle in early 
August. Mick Megee had a sea-
trout of over 3 lb and Ron 
Adams a 5 lb grilse as well as a 
couple of small school peal. 

Catches of salmon on the 
Exe were mixed, some beats 
doing well while others saw 

few fish. On Aug 22, Neil 
Yeandle caught three grilse on a 
spinner from the middle river in 
the Bickleigh-Thorverton area 
and Ben Simpson had two, to 
add to a couple he caught 
earlier in the month. Tim Read 
caught several to bring his total 
for the season to at least 12 so 
far. Upriver at Stuckeridge the 
five days starting Aug 4 
produced a salmon of 9 lb and 
three grilse around 4 lb, 
followed by a grilse of 4 lb on 
Aug 22. Trout fishermen on the 
upper reaches were out in good 
numbers on the Dulverton AA 
water and catching trout to 
around ten inches, mainly  
on the Little Exe.

Trout fishing on the 
Westcountry Angling Passport 
beats was fairly good for those 
who persisted in often 
challenging conditions, though 
there were no reports of big 
catches. Anglers reported some 
good fishing at the Rake Water 
on the Avon, the upper Yealm
and on the Duchy water on 
Dartmoor. 

The warm, dry weather in 
August saw water levels on the 
South West Lakes Trust 
reservoirs drop sharply and 
water temperatures rising to 
over 20 deg C, resulting in many 
of the fish moving into cool, 
deep water. Although trout 
were caught on dry-flies and 
nymphs at or near the surface 
early and late in the day, well- 
sunk flies were more productive 
in the main part of the day.

At Kennick most of the 
rainbows were still located at 
the north end of the fishery and 
in the Narrows stretch, where 
both boat and bank anglers 
caught the most fish. The higher 
temperatures meant that the 
best fishing was either early in 
the morning or in the evenings, 
when fish were coming up to 
Hoppers and dry Sedge 
patterns. Rod averages were 
around two fish per rod, with 
most caught on sub-surface 
patterns fished at intermediate 
depths or Blobs and Boobies 
fished on sinking lines. The best 
fish of the month was a 5 lb 2 oz 
rainbow caught on a small 
nymph by Barry Ware, fishing 
from the bank in the Narrows. 
John Winson from Exmouth 
caught a 4 lb rainbow from the 
bank near the Lodge, using a 
green lure with a tungsten 
bead. Mr S. Reed from Crediton 
caught a 3 lb 13 oz rainbow from 
the Narrows Bank on a Hopper.

Boat-fishing over the deeper, 
cooler water, particularly near 
the dam and often on the drift, 
proved to be the best way to 
catch the rainbows at 
Wimbleball. Bank anglers 
struggled to locate feeding fish 
and the weekly averages varied 
between one and 2.5 fish per 
rod. The best fish of the month 
was a 4 lb 3 oz rainbow caught 
by Mr Ormston, while  
Paul Grisley caught a full  
bag of fish to 3 lb. 

The water level at Burrator 
dropped to 50 per cent, making 
yet more fishing available to 
bank anglers. Longstone 
Peninsula continued to be the 
most popular spot for bank 
anglers, with boats doing well 
in the deeper water at the north 
end of the lake. Rods averaged 
just over four rainbows per visit. 

Roadford came to life in 
July and continued to fish well 
through August. Regulars 
Duncan Kier and Andy Birkett 

had some great days with the 
brown trout, boat-fishing over 
the boils – aeration pipes near 
the tower. Following his big 
catches in July (reported last 
month) Duncan returned to take 
nine browns followed by 32 fish 
in separate sessions. 
Successful flies have been a 
Squinky, Muddler and Leach on 
the drift over the boils. –   
MIKE WEAVER.

DOVEY

AUGUST WAS a very quiet 
month, some small rises giving 
at times very peaty water, 
which spoiled the night-fishing. 

Despite this, two double-
figure sea-trout fell to fly at 
dusk. Visiting angler Fred 
Roberts returned a 17-pounder 
in the middle reaches, and local 
angler Richard Hughes had a 
15-pounder from the same area. 
Plenty of small sea-trout to 2 lb 
have been caught, and many 
seen in shoals in the lower river, 
which is a good augury.

As I write (Aug 23) a period of 
unseasonable rain and gales 
over the past few days has 
brought river levels to their 
highest this season, and  
totally unfishable. 

With good water now into 
September, salmon fish  
should improve and I hope to 
have some good reports next 
month. Omitted from my last 
report due to publishing 
deadlines was a  
12 lb salmon on fly for Phil Jones 
from Wattles. The fly-only 
catch-and-release extension 
from October 18-31 will again 
take place this year,  
from Fridd pool downriver  
to our tidal limits.  
Please note that only upper 
reaches full rod holders are 
allowed to take part and not 

upper reaches daily  
permit anglers.  –   
G. H. THOMAS.

Good salmon 
fishing on 
Tamar at 
Endsleigh

member left a good sea-trout on
the bank while he continued
fishing, only for it to be
stolen by an otter.

The Teign
had a better run of school peal
than last year, but they have not
been easy to catch. A few were
caught by Lower Teign Fishing
Association members, including
three for Neil Yeandle in early
August. Mick Megee had a sea-
trout of over 3 lb and Ron
Adams a 5 lb grilse as well as a
couple of small school peal.

Catches of salmon
Exe were mixed, some beats
doing well while others saw

Good salmon
fishing on
Tamar at
EndsleighWet Daddy

Hook Size 10 longshank  Thread Black  Body Natural raffia  
Rib Fine oval gold  Body hackle Medium ginger cock  

Head hackles Golden-pheasant tippet feather, wound 
over a longish brown partridge

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH
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IKON WADER
CHEST, WAIST OR HIP
ONLY DISCOUNT PRICE - RING
4/5 layer wader fabric increased
breathability and durability 
hypalon reinforced with no 
seam leg cut.

Chest stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW. 

Chest stocking foot with zip
RRP £259.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW. 

Waist stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW

Hip stocking foot RRP £99.99 
OUR PRICE RING NOW

Sizes available are S – XXL in both
short and long legs + king size

RING FOR LOWEST VISION 
UK WADER PRICE

NEW MODEL RODS - ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL & GT FOUR
NEW MODEL REELS - RULLA, TANK, HDC, XLA, GT, NITE & KOMA

VISION WADER PACKAGES
IKON 

£199.99
INCL FREE 
HOPPER
FELT SOLE 
BOOTS & 
FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&P

HOPPER 

£169.99
INCL FREE 
HOPPER
FELT SOLE 
BOOTS & 
FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&P

IKON 
WITH ZIP 

£259.99
INCL FREE 
HOPPER
FELT SOLE 
BOOTS & 
FREE UK 
MAINLAND 
P&P

VISION
SUB ZERO
5MM NEOPRENE 
CHEST WADERS
ALL SEAMS 
TRIPLE SEWN 
& TAPED
RRP £149.99

OUR PRICE

£124.99
INCLUDING 
'FREE' WADER 
BAG

SAVE

£99.99
SAVE

£99.99

FRITCHY 
PROFESSIONAL

CATCH & RELEASE 
FISHING PLIERS

• SALT WATER RESISTANT 
FINISH

• ASSISTED SPRING 
LOADED JAWS

• TUNGSTEN CARBIDE JAWS
• EASILY CUTS THROUGH 

BRAID OR MONOLINES

SPECIAL PRICE 
£29.99 EACH 

INCL PRESENTATION BOX

See T&S Tackle  
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BEST PRICES IN THE UK - GUARANTEED - WE WILL BEAT MOST PRICES

Stephen
Gunsmiths, Fishing Tackle & Country Clothing

7 Great John St, Lancaster LA1 1NQ

BEST PRICES IN THE UK - GUARANTEED - WE WILL BEAT MOST PRICES

PARMARIS 
AUTOMATIC LIFE 

JACKETS 150N
HI FIT AUTO 
(Deep Wading) 

RRP £69.95
NOW 

£59.99
STANDARD 

AUTO
RRP £69.95
NOW 

£59.99

www.fawcettsonline.comwww.fawcettsonline.com

TACKLE CODE CONDITION. Appears with Stock No. in front of the arti cle
A = As New Probably Unused.  B = Superb (Slightly Soiled).
C = Very Good Conditi on. D = Marked but Sound. E = Usable.

SECONDHAND TACKLE

MODERN HARDY FLY REELS
B8192 St John 4" Sea Trout/Light Salmon reel incl case ............................. £250
C8281 Golden Prince 7/8# Reel incl S/Spool  ............................................. £195
C8730 Sovereign 7/8 # reel incl s/spool + lines ........................................... £275
C8772 Viscount 140 Fly Reel incl. Line ................................................£75
C8818 Marquis Multi plier 8/9# Reel + 3 Spools + Lines + Cases ........£295
B8820 St Aidan Reel + 3 S/Spools + Lines + Cases .............................£275
A8836 Swift  975 7/8# Reel incl Case ................................................£175
C8841 Marquis Disc Drag 9-11# Salmon Reel incl s/spool + case .......£199
C8874 Sovereign Gold 11/12# Reel No.228 incl line + case ...............£295
C8875 Sovereign Gold 8/9# Reel incl line + case ...............................£275
C8887 Ocean Prince 3¾" wide salmon reel incl s/spool + case .........£295
C8888 Marquis 8/9# multi plier reel incl case ...................................£190
A8894 Marquis Disc Drag 8# incl line WF8 unused ...........................£125
B8897 Demon 7000 Reel 7/9# incl WF8 fl oater ..................................£85

MODERN FLY REELS
C8664 Wychwood Q-Flow 5/6# reel wide incl line..............................£25
C8880 Intrepid Rmfl y Reel incl. spare spool .......................................£10
B8890 Sage 3600D 4½" disc drag salmon reel incl S line + case .........£250
C8898 Abu Ambassadeur 6500C high speed incl case .........................£45
A8893 Orvis Batt enkill Large Arbor v Reel incl case ............................£75

HARDY PERFECT FLY REELS
C4407 Perfect 3⅝" Early duplicated check mechanism .....................£450
C4635 Perfect 3⅝" Mk II check + L/G ...............................................£295
C6132  Perfect 3⅝" Dup mech and brass foot incl line .......................£295
C6807 Perfect 3⅛" with early check‚ rare .........................................£425
C6869  Perfect 3⅜" with nickel silver L/G + B/F c1930 .......................£375
C6990 Perfect 3⅛" D/C/M, agate F/G, B/foot ...................................£499
C7050  Perfect 3⅜" early check, ivorine handle, 4 cusps ...................£500
B8519  Perfect 3⅛” R/H/W with agate guide, incl case ......................£395
C8710 Perfect 4½" circa 1950s duplicated mech 95% black fi nish .....£995
C8886 Perfect 3⅝" with line guard, circa 1970s incl. case .................£250

HARDY ST. GEORGE, UNIQUA, HYDRA, GEM
VISCOUNT AND SUNBEAM FLY REELS
C4314 Uniqua 3⅜" Trout Reel with Brass Foot .................................£125
C4832  Uniqua 3⅜" Trout Reel with Ribbed Brass Foot......................£125
C6696  Uniqua 3⅜" Reel MKII with Single Check Mech .....................£195
C6701  Uniqua 3⅜" Reel with Dup MKII Mech 90% Finish ...................£250
C7260  Uniqua 3⅛" Reel with Dup Mech and Horse Shoe Latch ........£165
C7374 Hydra 3⅛" Rare fl y reel incl line ..............................................£195
C7560  Uniqua 3⅜" Reel with Early Caliper Check + Ivorine Handle ..........£395
C7588 Gem 3¼" Fly reel .....................................................................£95
C7791 St George 3⅜" with line guard boxed ....................................£225
C8192 St John lightweight salmon 4" reel ........................................£250
C8387  St George 3⅜" Reel with Agate Line Guard & Brass Foot ........£275
C8708 Hardy Birmingham half ebonite 3¾" reel “rod in hand” .........£495
C8852 Sunbeam 7/8# Fly Reel incl case .................................................... £110
C8854 Sunbeam 8/9# Fly Reel incl case and line .......................................... £90

MULTIPLIER, FIXED SPOOL AND CENTRE PIN REELS
C6292 Hardy Altex No 2 fi xed spool reel ..........................................£150
C6370 Hardy Triumph 3¼" Centre pin reel .......................................£325
C6677 Hardey Decantel 4" bait casti ng reel ......................................£395
C6769 Hardy Silex Major 4" reel ......................................................£225
C6885 Hardy Silex Major bait casti ng reel ........................................£395
C8189 Mortex of Sheffield 4¼" trotti  ng c/pin reel ............................£100
C8300 Hardy Altex No 3 reel incl s/spool ..........................................£195
C8582 Abu AMB 6500 C rare high speed model ..................................£85
C8675 AVS Quick TRX 540 fi xed spool spinning reel ...........................£10
C8720 Abu Ambassadeur 6000C black m/plier incl case of spares ......£80
C8721 Abu Ambassadeur 6000 red m/plier incl case & spares............£90
B8755 Abu 6500CS Pocket Multi plier Boxed .......................................£55
B8758 Abu Cardinal 54 Boxed ..........................................................£140
C8871 Mitchell 308 Fixed Spool Reel +2 S/Spool ................................£55
C8872 Mitchell 300 Fixed Spool Reel + 2 S/Spools ..............................£60
C8896 Abu Ambassadeur 6500 - C3 multi plier....................................£50 
C8895 Abel Super Series II Salmon Reel "coral black" incl case .........£295

SALMON FLY RODS
B8470 Hardy Fibalite Salmon Flt 12'6" 9#...........................................£95
C8592 Hardy Grey Graphite 16'11# deluxe .......................................£150
C8857 Hardy Graphite Salmon Fly 15ft  4" 10# ...............................£175
C8868 Hardy Grahite Favourite Salmon 15' 10# 3pc ........................... £155
A9463 Hardy Jet Sintrix 15' 10/11# 4pc................................................£499
A8891 LTS Team Styrstad 14'6" 10# 4pc incl tube .............................£275

TROUT/SEA TROUT & SALT WATER FLY RODS
C8324 Hardy Richard Walker ‘Litt le Lake’ 9'7# ....................................£90
A8568 Hardy Jet Sintrix 9' 6# 4pc incl tube .............................................. £299
C8644 Greys XF2 9' 6# 4pc incl. tube............................................................. £99
C8826 Vision Switch Rod 10'11" 8# 4pc incl tube .............................£225
A8844 Silver Creek 10' 7/8# silver stream SA 4 piece incl tube ............... £155
C8849 Hardy Richard Walker Farnborough 9'3" 7/8# ................................ £110
C8850 Hardy Richard Walker Black Graphite 9' 7/8# ................................. £100
B8867 Hardy Graphite Sti llwater 11' 7/8# PC ............................................. £135
C8869 Hardy Graphite Sti llwater 10' 7/8#  ................................................. £135
A8873 Redington Persuit 9’6In 7# 4Pc Inc Tube ............................................ £80
C8876 Hardy Fibalite Glass 9'6# incl. bag ...............................................£55
C8877 Hardy Richard Walker Farnborough 11'7/8# 3pc ....................£120
B8892 G. Loomis IMX 8'6" 5# incl tube ............................................£175

CANE RODS
C8576 Hardy Gold Medal 12' 3pc Salmon Fly ...................................£250
C8722 Hardy Palakona Perfecti on 9'6" with interm. whip ................£185
C878 Scotti  e Featherweight 8'6" 6# impregnated .............................£185

COLLECTABLE ANTIQUE FLY REELS
C4163 Slater SEJ Flyfi sher 2½" Fly reel circa 1895 .............................£299
C6233 J.B. Mosscrop of Manchester 4" plate wind fl y reel ...............£125
C6356 J.B. Mosscrop of Manchester 3½" plate wind fl y reel .............£150
C6357 J.B. Mosscrop of Manchester 2½" plate wind fl y reel .............£150
C6760 Mallochs of Perth 4½" reel ....................................................£130
C7095 Alcocks “The Gilmour” 3½" fl y reel..........................................£90
C7593 Farlows of London 3" alloy fl y reel ........................................£295
C8037 Sharpes of Aberdeen 3¾" fl y reel ............................................£75
D8398 Shakespeare Pridex 3½" fl y reel ..............................................£20
B8707 Alex Marti n Caledonia 2¾" by Dingley ..................................£199

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
20% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

TACKLE CODE CONDITION
A = As New Probably Unused. B = Superb (Slightly Soiled).
C = Very Good Condition. D = Marked but Sound. E = Usable.

MODERN HARDY FLY REELS
B8192 St John 4" Sea Trout/Light Salmon reel incl case
C8281 Golden Prince 7/8# Reel incl S/Spool
C8730 Sovereign 7/8 # reel incl s/spool + lines
C8772 Viscount 140 Fly Reel incl. Line
C8818 Marquis Multiplier 8/9# Reel + 3 Spools + Lines + Cases
B8820 St Aidan Reel + 3 S/Spools + Lines + Cases
A8836 Swift 975 7/8# Reel incl Case
C8841 Marquis Disc Drag 9-11# Salmon Reel incl s/spool + case

ORIGINAL VIKING P.V.C. WADERS

NEW VIKING – LUXE 
STUDDED CHEST WADERS
RRP £85.00 
OUR PRICE £69.99

NEW VIKING – LUXE
THIGH WADERS
RRP £39.99 
OUR PRICE £29.99

NEW HEAVY DUTY 
GHILLIE’S THIGH
VERSION STUDDED 
HEAVY DUTY SOLE.
SIZES 7-11
RRP £74.99 
OUR PRICE £49.99

NEW VIKING – LUXE 
WAIST WADERS
RRP £54.99
OUR PRICE £39.99
NEW HEAVY DUTY 
GHILLIE’S WAIST VERSION.
RRP £79.99
STUDDEN RRP £79.99
OUR PRICE £59.99
DELUXE 5mm NEOPRENE 
CHEST WADERS
STOCKING FOOT
MODEL £129.99
OUR PRICE £89.99
HEAVY DUTY BOOT 
FOOT MODEL £149.99 
OUR PRICE £99.99

VIKING OF DENMARK
Premium fi shing gear quality since 1935

THE VERY BEST PVC WADERS AVAILABLE

NRX NANO & NEW PRO 4X
Ring for best UK discount price

TECH 
RODS

NEW MODEL RODS -ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL&GT FOUR

B8758 Abu Cardinal 54 Boxed
C8871 Mitchell 308 Fixed Spool Reel +2 S/Spool
C8872 Mitchell 300 Fixed Spool Reel + 2 S/Spools
C8896 Abu Ambassadeur 6500 - C3 multiplier
C8895 Abel Super Series II Salmon Reel "coral black" incl case

SALMON FLY RODS
B8470 Hardy Fibalite Salmon Flt 12'6" 9#
C8592 Hardy Grey Graphite 16'11# deluxe
C8857 Hardy Graphite Salmon Fly 15ft 4" 10#
C8868 Hardy Grahite Favourite Salmon 15' 10

ACROSS, EXPLOSIVE, SL & XI MODELS
NEW STYLE SCANDINAVIAN  STYLE RODS

RING 

NOW
FROM

NORWAY

NEW MODEL RODS -ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL&GT FOUR
NEW MODEL REELS -RULLA, TANK, HDC, XLA, GT, NITE&KOMA
NEW MODEL RODS -ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL&GT FOUR

HARDY
NANO

CC3 XP 
WADERS

SINTRIX
RING FOR OUR BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICE!

ULTRALITE CLS SYSTEM REEL SALE
Reel + 2 cassett e spools incl case 9000 

Salmon size 9/10/11#

RRP £249 SALE £124.50

HARDY HERITAGE & CLASSIC REELS
HARDY PERFORMANCE REELS  

ALL NEW WRAITH, ZEPHRUS, 
JET & SHADOW RODS

YOU WILL NOT BUY AT 
LOWER PRICES 'GUARANTEED'

C4407 Perfect 3⅝" Early duplicated check mechanism
C4635 Perfect 3⅝" Mk II check + L/G
C6132 Perfect 3⅝" Dup mech and brass foot incl line
C6807 Perfect 3⅛" with early check‚ rare
C6869 Perfect 3⅜" with nickel silver L/G + B/F c1930
C6990 Perfect 3⅛" D/C/M, agate F/G, B/foot
C7050 Perfect 3⅜" early check, ivorine handle, 4 cusps
B8519 Perfect 3⅛” R/H/W with agate guide, incl case
C8710 Perfect 4½" circa 1950s duplicated mech 95% black finish
C8886 Perfect 3⅝" with line guard, circa 1970s incl. case

HARDY ST. GEORGE, UNIQUA, HYDRA, GEM
VISCOUNT AND SUNBEAM FLY REELS
C4314 Uniqua 3⅜" Trout Reel with Brass Foot
C4832 Uniqua 3⅜" Trout Reel with Ribbed Brass Foot
C6696 Uniqua 3⅜" Reel MKII with Single Check Mech
C6701 Uniqua 3⅜" Reel with Dup MKII Mech 90% Finish
C7260 Uniqua 3⅛" Reel with Dup Mech and Horse Shoe Latch
C7374 Hydra 3⅛" Rare fly reel incl line
C7560 Uniqua 3⅜" Reel with Early Caliper Check + Ivorine Handle
C7588 Gem 3¼" Fly reel
C7791 St George 3⅜" with line guard boxed
C8192 St John lightweight salmon 4" reel
C8387 St George 3⅜" Reel with Agate Line Guard & Brass Foot
C8708 Hardy Birmingham half ebonite 3¾" reel “rod in hand”
C8852 Sunbeam 7/8# Fly Reel incl case
C8854 Sunbeam 8/9# Fly Reel incl case and line

MULTIPLIER, FIXED SPOOL AND CENTRE PIN REELS
C6292 Hardy Altex No 2 fixed spool reel
C6370 Hardy Triumph 3¼" Centre pin reel
C6677 Hardey Decantel 4" bait casting reel
C6769 Hardy Silex Major 4" reel
C6885 Hardy Silex Major bait casting reel
C8189 Mortex of Sheffield 4¼" trotting c/pin reel
C8300 Hardy Altex No 3 reel incl s/spool
C8582 Abu AMB 6500 C rare high speed model
C8675 AVS Quick TRX 540 fixed spool spinning reel
C8720 Abu Ambassadeur 6000C black m/plier incl case of spares
C8721 Abu Ambassadeur 6000 red m/plier incl case & spares
B8755 Abu 6500CS Pocket Multiplier Boxed
B8758 Abu Cardinal 54 BoxedB8758 Abu Cardinal 54 Boxed
C8871 Mitchell 308 Fixed Spool Reel +2 S/Spool
C8872 Mitchell 300 Fixed Spool Reel + 2 S/Spools
C8896 Abu Ambassadeur 6500 - C3 multiplier
C8895 Abel Super Series II Salmon Reel "coral black" incl caseACROSS, EXPLOSIVE, SL & XI MODELS

RING

NOW
FROM

NORWAY
RING

NOW

VEST FRONT SLING 
BAG RRP £69.99

SWEET 
PACK BAG 
VEST
One size
RRP 
£149.99

NEW 2016 
MODEL

RIO GALLEGOS 
WADERS

RRP £399.99

FOOT TRACTOR 
WADING 
BOOTS
RRP 
£240.00

ULTRALITE 
WADING BOOT

Felt or 
Sti cky sole
RRP £150.00

NEW 2016 MODEL
RIVER SALT 
WADING JACKET
RRP £290.00

NEW 2016
MODEL
SST WADING JACKET
RRP £370.00

NEW 2016 
MODEL

RIO GALLEGOS 
WADERS 
WITH ZIP

RRP £499.99

NEW 2016 
MODEL

AZUL WADER
RRP £230.00

B9977 Hardy Perfect 4¼" wide salmon reel with duplicated Mark II 
check mechanism together with nickel silver line guard and brass 
foot, circa 1930’s. Incl silkline - magnifi cent example ............. £1895

SEE ACTUAL REEL PAGE 45 JULY 2015 TROUT & SALMON MAG

NEW VIKING–LUXE
STUDDED CHEST WADERS
RRP £85.00
OUR PRICE £69.99

NEW VIKING–LUXE
THIGH WADERS
RRP £39.99
OUR PRICE £29.99

NEW HEAVY DUTY
GHILLIE’S THIGH
VERSION
HEAVY DUTY SOLE.
SIZES 7-11
RRP £74.99
OUR PRICE £49.99

NRX NANO & NEW PRO 4X

YOU DEMAND THE LOWEST PRICE AND WE 
WILL TRY TO SUPPLY IT!! GUARANTEED!!

GX300 Reels from £34.00
GX900 Reels from £100.00
GTS500 Reels from £43.00
GTS700 Reels from £85.00

2016 RODS & REELS

GREYS STRATA CTX 
BREATHABLE CHEST  
WADER & BOOTS
(FELT OR 
RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £309.98 
SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE 
£199.99
INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

GREYS  STRATA CT 
BREATHABLE CHEST 
WADER  & BOOTS 
(FELT OR RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £249.99
SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE 
£169.99
INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

GREYS STRATA CTX
BREATHABLE CHEST

S

GREYS STRATA CT
BREATHABLE CHEST
WADER & BOOTS
(FELT OR RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £249.99
(FELT OR RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £249.99RRP £249.99
(FELT OR RUBBER SOLE)

SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE
£169.99
INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

GREYS STRATA CT
BREATHABLE CHEST



INCL. "FREE" CTX
BOOTS &

                           SCREW STUDS

INCL. "FREE" CT BOOTS 
&  SCREW STUDS

BOOTS &
SCREW STUDS

RING FOR BEST UK PRICE 
GR10 Easy Acti on Trout Fly Rods from £62.00
GR30 Medium Acti on Trout Fly Rods from £89.00
GR50 Fast Acti on Trout Fly Rods from  £115.00
GR50 Switch & Salmon Fly Rods from £170.00
GR70 High Modulus Trout Fly Rods from  £170.00
XF2 T or S Series Salmon 15' 10# £399.99 £199.99

See T&S Tackle

Review January

LANCASHIRE’S LARGEST GUN AND TACKLE STORE

Stephen

MADE IN 
USA

EXCLUSIVE EMAILED OFFERS AVAILABLE FRITCHY

Reels

VISION IKON 
BREATHABLE 
STOCKING 
FOOT 
“GUIDING”
WAIST 
WADERS
RRP £199.99

OUR 
PRICE 
RING 
NOW

ALL AT LOWEST UK 
PRICES RING NOW!

INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

INCL.

SCREW STUDS

SPECIALIST
HAND BUILT RODS
MADE IN ENGLAND

SMALL SELECTION OF RODS FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

SPECIALIST RODS AT VERY
SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES

RRP OUR PRICE

Norway MKII Speycaster  12' 7/9#  3pc £530 £397.50
Norway MKII Speycaster  14' 9/10#  3pc £540 £405.00
Norway 4x4 Speycaster  15' 9/10#  4pc £647 £485.25
Powerlite Series Speycaster 14' 9/10#  3pc £792 £594.00
Walker Series Speycaster  14'6" 9/10# 3pc £790 £592.50
Shooti ng Head Special  14' 37grm  4pc £665 £498.75
Switch Series Special  11' 8#  3pc £685 £513.75
Double Speycaster 2/tops  14' 9&10#  3pc £1125 £843.75
Multi  Spin Spinning Rod 10' 10-30gm 2pc £427 £320.25
Powerlite Trout  9' 6#  3pc £467 £350.25
Salmon & Sea Trout Special 10'6" 8# 3pc £555 £416.25
Powerlite Trout Travel  10' 7/8#  4pc £742 £556.50

NEW MODEL RODS -ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL&GT FOUR
NEW MODEL REELS -RULLA, TANK, HDC, XLA, GT, NITE&KOMA
NEW MODEL RODS -ATOM, NITE, CULT, SIKS, TOOL&GT FOUR
NEW MODEL REELS -RULLA, TANK, HDC, XLA, GT, NITE&KOMA

RING FOR OUR BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICE!

ULTRALITE CLS SYSTEM REEL SALE
Reel + 2 cassette spools incl case 9000

Salmon size 9/10/11#

LOWER PRICES 'GUARANTEED'LOWER PRICES 'GUARANTEED'

NEW 2016
G3 GUIDE
GORTEX 
WADER

RRP FROM 
£549.99

G4 BOA
WADING BOOTS
RRP FROM £249

RIVERTEK 2 BOA 
FELT OR VIBRAM
RRP FROM £189

G3 GUIDE FELT
OR VIBRAM

RRP FROM £199

NEW HEADWATERS 
& DRY CREEK 

PACKS & BAGS

NEW 2016
GORTEX G4Z 

WADER
WITH ZIP

RRP FROM
£799.00

NEW 2016
G4 PRO 

GORTEX 
WADER

RRP FROM
 £699.00

RING FOR DETAILS & BEST UK PRICES

NEW 2016
MK11 FREESTONE 
PACKAGE WADER

incl, MK11 
Freestone boots 

with felt sole 
£349. With stream 

thread £369.

NEW G4 PRO, 
G3, BULKLEY, 
RIFFLE HEAD-

WATERS
WADING
JKTS
RRP
FROM
£249

SALE
FREESTONE 

MK1
4 LAYER 
CHEST 

WADERS
Medium only
RRP £299

SALE £199

GREYS STRATA CTX
BREATHABLE CHEST
WADER & BOOT
(FELT OR
RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £309.98
SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE

GR70 HighModulus Trout Fly Rods from
XF2 T or S Series Salmon 15' 10# £399.99

OUR PRICE
£199.99
INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

SPECIALIST

LAMSON REELS

NOW RING FOR THE BEST UK LAMSON PRICE

NEW
2016

MODELS

RRP FROM
NEW ARX REELS .....................£420
SPEEDSTER ..............................£279
NEW SPEEDSTER HD .............£349
LITESPEED ................................£329
NEW GURU & GURU HD .......£189

RRP FROM
NEW F1 SL SERIES II ...............£449
REMIX .......................................£149
REMIX HD ................................£189
LIQUID ........................................£99
VELOCITY 2 AND 3.5X ... LESS 25% TACKLE CODE CONDITION Appears with Stock No. in front of the article

SECONDHAND TACKLE
TACKLE CODE CONDITION

Sharpes of Aberdeen
GORDON II RODS

MASSIVE DISCOUNT PRICE RING NOW
ORIGINAL GYE NETS
18" £70.99 NOW £56.99
20" £72.99 NOW £58.99
24" £74.99 NOW £59.99
27" £76.99 NOW £61.99
30" £79.99 NOW £63.99
All incl. leather sling

TELE TROUT NETS
17" £49.50 NOW £38.99
20" £54.50 NOW £42.99
Bow, Round or Triangular Frames
WADING STAFFS
Seaforth £46.00  NOW £38.00
Spey £50.60  NOW £40.00
All incl. FREE lanyard

NEW DELUXE CUSTOM MADE NETS WITH BRASS FITTINGS
TROUT - RRP £74.99 NOW £54.99 SEA TROUT RRP £79.99 NOW £59.99

HOPPER

£169.99
INCL FREE
HOPPER
FELT SOLE
BOOTS &
FREE UK
MAINLAND
P&P

SAVE

£99.99

P&PP&P P&P
P&PP&P

Sharpes of Aberdeen
GORDON II RODS

RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE

ALL NEW 2017 X RANGE NOW IN STOCK
ALL NEW PERFORMANCE RODS & REELS AVAILABLEGX300 Reels from

GX900 Reels from
GTS500 Reels from
GTS700 Reels from

RING FOR BEST UK PRICE
GR10 Easy Action Trout Fly Rods from
GR30 Medium Action Trout Fly Rods fromGR30 Medium Action Trout Fly Rods from
GR50 Fast Action Trout Fly Rods from
GR50 Switch & Salmon Fly Rods from

NEW
2016

MODELS

FLY LINES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
If you fi nd one of our lines cheaper elsewhere tell us! 

and we will endeavour to match or beat it

Scientifi c 
Anglers
Fly Lines

and we will endeavour to match or beat it

Scientific
Anglers

RING FOR CHEAPEST UK FLY LINE PRICE

NEW 2016 RING FOR BEST 
UK CASH PRICE

NEW 2016

RRP £399.99
RRP £499.99

FOOT TRACTOR

SWEET
PACK BAG
VEST
One size
RRP
£149.99SST WADING JACKET

RRP £499.99

OR CHOOSE GUMMI SOLE HOPPER £39.99 OR SPRINTER GUMMI BOOT £49.99 WITH YOUR HOPPER OR IKON WADERS

RING FOR BEST UK PRICE

MAKO 
VIBRAM 

STUDDED
SOLE

£139.99
SALE

£74.99
MAKO STUDDED

FELT SOLE

£99.99

£84.99

GUMMI SOLE

£119.99

£101.99
HOPPER II

GUMMI SOLE

£139.99

£118.99

NEW MODEL REELS -RULLA, TANK, HDC, XLA, GT, NITE&KOMA

SPRINTER

VISION FLY REELS

RULLA, DEEP, TANK

ZENITH SALMON ROD SALE
12'6" 7# RRP £799 NOW £475.00

MARKSMAN SALMON ROD SALE
12ft  6" 9# RRP £519 SALE PRICE £310

13ft  8" 9# RRP £579 SALE PRICE £349

CHEST

BOOT FOOTED CLEAT OR 
FELT SOLE
RRP £199.99 NOW £169.99
WAIST

BOOT FOOTED CLEATED SOLE
RRP £179.99 NOW £159.99

STOCKING FOOTED 
RRP £129.99 NOW £119.99

NEW 2016 MODEL

C8841 Marquis Disc Drag 9-11# Salmon Reel incl s/spool + case
C8874 Sovereign Gold 11/12# Reel No.228 incl line + case
C8875 Sovereign Gold 8/9# Reel incl line + case
C8887 Ocean Prince 3¾" wide salmon reel incl s/spool + case
C8888 Marquis 8/9# multiplier reel incl case
A8894 Marquis Disc Drag 8# incl line WF8 unused
B8897 Demon 7000 Reel 7/9# incl WF8 floater

MODERN FLY REELS
C8664 Wychwood Q-Flow 5/6# reel wide incl line
C8880 Intrepid Rmfly Reel incl. spare spool
B8890 Sage 3600D 4½" disc drag salmon reel incl S line + case
C8898 Abu Ambassadeur 6500C high speed incl case
A8893 Orvis Battenkill Large Arbor v Reel incl case

HARDY PERFECT FLY REELS
C4407 Perfect 3⅝" Early duplicated check mechanism

C8772 Viscount 140 Fly Reel incl. Line
C8818 Marquis Multiplier 8/9# Reel + 3 Spools + Lines + Cases
B8820 St Aidan Reel + 3 S/Spools + Lines + Cases
A8836 Swift 975 7/8# Reel incl Case
C8841 Marquis Disc Drag 9-11# Salmon Reel incl s/spool + case

C4407 Perfect 3⅝" Early duplicated check mechanism
C4635 Perfect 3⅝" Mk II check + L/G
C6132 Perfect 3⅝" Dup mech and brass foot incl line
C6807 Perfect 3⅛" with early check‚ rare
C6869 Perfect 3⅜" with nickel silver L/G + B/F c1930

NEW 2016NEW 2016 RING FOR BEST
UK CASH PRICE

NEW 2017 RODS IN STOCK
CROSS S1 & SX
EVOTEC, OPTRI, XACT.
NEW 2017 REELS IN STOCK
CLASSIC, OPTI, MULTI, 
EVOTEC G4 & XACT.

ALL THE VERY BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICES

RING NOW!

ALL NEW 
CLOTHES 

AND 
ACCESS 

AVAILABLE
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EDEN

AS I WRITE (Aug 24) anglers are 
waiting for the river to fine 
down after a big spate. Prior to 
this water, the picture on the 
lower to mid river was one of 
plenty of fish in the pools but 
most of them not keen to  
take a fly or spinner.

Reports from Cargo is that 
sport dropped off but there 
were still plenty of fish in their 
beats. Brian Gent was looking 
for a settled spell to promote a 
period of good sport. On August 
1 Martin Bone landed a 9 lb 
salmon on a Flying C from the 
Quarry. On Aug 3, John Monk 
caught salmon of 6 lb and 9 lb 
on a Devon minnow and Purple 
Shrimp in Underwoods and 
Willows. Dave Morton landed a 
grilse of 3 lb 12 oz on a Blair 
spoon, and Tim Bacon had one 
of 6 lb on a Flying C in Herrifers. 
Kevin Winters landed an 11 lb 
salmon on a small Cascade in 
Willows. Ralph Mercer caught a 
7 lb salmon on a Flying C in 
Underwoods.

Fishing TAS rods on 
Holmegate, Bill Elliot returned 
a coloured 15 lb salmon on a 
Cascade, while John Scott 
returned one of 12 lb caught on 
the Crosby beat on a 
Flamethrower. Steve Sanderson 
landed a 5 lb grilse and a 2 lb 
sea-trout on Holmegate.

Conservation has been the 
name of the game on the 
Warwick Hall beat, with 22 of 
the last 23 salmon returned. 
Among the successes were 
Dave Hollick with a 5 lb salmon 
from the Gravel Beds on fly, and 
Nick Marriner with one of 4 lb 
on fly at the Garden Wall. Colin 
Hudson caught a 10 lb salmon 
on fly in the House pool. David 
Bamford landed a 5 lb salmon 
on a Flying C in the Nunnery. 
Tim Bacon caught one of 4 lb in 
the Rushes on fly and followed 
it with another of the same  
size from the same lie.

Geoff Baines caught salmon 
of 9 lb and 4 lb, also in the 
Rushes on worm. Steve 
Sanderson fished the Nunnery, 
catching a 15 lb salmon on 
spinner followed by a five-
pounder in the House pool. Tim 
Bacon had one of 12 lb on a 
Flying C in the Gravel Bed, and 
Steve Sanderson one of 8 lb in 
the Nunnery on fly.

On Aug 9 Chris Mattington 
fished Duffers, catching a 7 lb 
salmon on fly, while Nick 
Marriner landed salmon of 6 lb, 
15 lb and 16 lb on fly in the 

Rushes and Crow Wood. Tim 
Bacon was out again, catching 
two grilse of 4 lb at the Otter 
Stone and Crow Wood. On Aug 
13, he was out again, landing 
fish of 6 lb, 4 lb and 4 lb on a red 
Flying C in the Rushes. L. Baird 
fished the same area, catching 
a grilse of 4 lb on a Flying C. 
Keeper Charlie Alderson landed 
a 4 lb grilse on fly in Crow 
Wood, while Steve Sanderson 
had one of 5 lb from the same 
area, also on fly. 

On Aug 19 Tim Bacon had a 
ten-pounder on a Flying C in 
Irthing Foot, Charlie Alderson 
landed a 4 lb grilse on fly in 
Crow Wood. Raymond 
Chessworth had a 6 lb salmon in 
the Battery on a spinner. 

Upriver on the Low House
beats, Paul Marsden landed a  
7 lb salmon and a 2 lb sea-trout 

in Nichol Hole on a Flying C. On 
the same day (July 28) Andy 
Haugh caught a 2 lb sea-trout in 
Toby’s Hole. Mike Noble caught 
an excellent 17 lb salmon in 
Nichol Hole on fly. On Aug 1 
Alistair Nellis caught a 4 lb 
grilse in Robsons on a Flying C. 
Andy Haugh had fish of 8 lb in 
Toby’s Hole and 13 lb 8 oz in 
Bransty on a Rapala.

John McLay caught a 12 lb 
salmon on a Cascade at the 
Beck End, and on Aug 18 Alan 
Lawrence landed a 5 lb grilse on 
a Red Frances in Nichol Hole.

Cascade, various Frances 
patterns, Silver Stoat and Red 
or Orange Shrimp fly all  
patterns took fish.

Trout fishing has been good 
when conditions allowed. I 
heard of some good main-river 
sport with trout approaching  
3 lb caught. Sedges fished into 
dusk did well, as did upstream 
weighted nymphs. 

GR AFHAM

ANGLERS FISHING fishing from 
the dam wall have had some 
excellent sport fishing small 
nymphs on a floating line. The 
best method is to cast out into 
the deeper water and allow the 
wind and current to swing the 
line round on to the dam. The 

fish are browsing heavily on 
shrimp and snail. There have 
been reports of catches into 
double figures. The Seat and 
Plummer bank around Gaynes 
Cove are also bank areas 
producing some fish. 

The lake is still very high and 
with bank-erosion work now 
completed, casting and wading 
can be very challenging. 

For the past three years we 
have been spoilt as the level has 
been kept low in order to 
facilitate the bank work. The 
autumn bank-fishing was 
exceptional during these times. 
I feel that this year, because of 
the water height, it will be a 
different experience.

Boat-fishing is producing 
great sport in most places. 
Sludge Point, Gaynes Cove, the 
middle of the lake and the 
aerator boils have been the 
most productive, and drifting 
boats more successful than 
anchored. The fish are not deep 
except in very hot, bright 
weather. Slow and fast 
intermediate lines are the most 
successful during the day and 
dry-flies have been catching fish 
as the light begins to fade. 

With a considerable number 
of fish being returned, a weekly 
rod average of 7.55 (yes, 7.55!) 
has been recorded in August.

PROSPECTS

Recent stockings have been 
frequent, and more than 
50,000 fish have now been 
put in. With a recorded 
catch of 18,000, many of 
which have been released, 
the water is full of fish. 
Traditionally Grafham 
fishes best during the 
autumn so I feel that this 
year has the makings of 
some exceptional sport as 
the days become shorter. In 
most areas, including the 
west bank, our invasive 
shrimp is making its 
presence felt. The volume of 
snails is the largest for 
some years and large 
shoals of fry have been 
recorded. The trout will not 
be short of food. –  
PETER HARTLEY.

LUNE 

IT IS with great regret that I 
announce the death of Lez 
Hough, one of the best-known 
and respected anglers on the 
Lune, who died at the end of 
July following a short but hard-
fought battle with cancer.  He 
worked tirelessly for the Lune 

Plenty of fish 
in Eden but 
most reluctant 
takers
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JIM McKAY

IT IS with great sadness that I record the passing of Jim 
McKay. Jim was introduced to fishing at the age of about 

four, taken by his dad and uncle to Mertoun on the Tweed in 
April, where they were successful with brown trout and the 

occasional salmon. As a teenager, Jim fished with the 
Fauldhouse fishing club on the Tay and the Tummel, and he 
eventually fished all the Tay beats from the loch to Perth. 
Asked if he ever caught salmon when fishing for trout he 

replied “Yes”. What on, he was asked.  
“A 2.5-inch red-and-gold Devon” was his answer!
After living in Aberdeenshire he moved to work as a 

gamekeeper and gillie on the Cumbrian Eden in the late ‘80s. 
In that period the three beats – Holmegate, Crosby and 

Parkbroom – caught over 500 fish in one year. He also fished 
the Tweed around this time and in the ‘90s, catching his 

biggest fish on the Junction at 24 lb. 
Jim was a superb fisher using all methods. He was an 

expert fly-fisher and taught many locals, including Glyn 
Freeman. His prowess at tying flies was legendary, and 
many said he tied the best salmon flies in the world. He 

made a TV programme with Fiona Armstrong and tied a fly 
for her named Fiona’s Fancy. Jim also fished with, and tied 

flies, for Orri Vigfusson and his son, Vigfus.
When a visiting angler staying at the Fox and Pheasant in 

Armathwaite (Jim’s local) opened his fly-box, he picked out 
a fly and showing it to Jim explained, “When all else fails 

this is the one I use.” Jim replied: “Well, if I were you I would 
start with that one”! He was always as sharp as a tack. 

Over the past decade and more Jim regularly fished the 
Low House beat at Armathwaite on the Eden. He had a 

passion for fishing for springers in particular,  and certainly 
caught more than his share. He also frequented the River 
Isla in Perthshire, catching many spring fish and sharing 

laughs with the gillie  and friend, Jonny Muller.
Fishing was a way of life for Jim and his way of living for 

the moment should be a lesson to all of us. It was impossible 
to be miserable in Jim’s company as he simply wouldn’t let 
you. I can’t think of another person who could lift the mood 

in any situation as he could.  Every encounter with him, 
however short, was always filled with laughter. 

Jim was always learning, too, and never stopped trying 
different things to catch more fish. Many anglers today 

simply go through the motions and don’t think like a fish. The 
art of rivercraft and ringing the changes shouldn’t die with 
people like Jim. All who knew and fished with him will help 

keep his philosophy alive.  
As an engineer Jim could turn his hand to anything and 

took delight in making all his friends wading sticks and 
priests; he gave flies to complete strangers and was 

generous to a fault. 
It was fitting that he died on the banks of the River Eden, 

found with his rod still in his hand, doing the thing he loved 
most – fishing for salmon. He was a giant among men, and 

we will never see his like again. He may be gone, but he will 
never forgotten by all who were privileged to know him.

DAVID BAMFORD

England and Wales
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and they were all estimated to 
be between 2 lb and 5 lb. All in 
all we enjoyed an excellent 
night’s sport when the rest of 
the river was more or less out of 
condition for night-fishing.  
Harold Riley, one of the beat’s 
most knowledgeable and 
respected anglers, reported 
there being more than 17 
sizeable sea-trout one evening 
in a pool just above the Lune 
Gorge. There is no doubt this 
water will fish well from now 
until the end of the season and I 
cannot understand why more 
Lune anglers do not pay the 
beat a visit to sample the 
excellent fishing on offer. Most 
of their water is within easy 
reach of the M6 and in a season 
such as the one we’re 
experiencing, when there is 
plenty of water, the fish are up 
there from mid June. The river 
fills from the top in these 
conditions and Tebay Anglers’ 
waters are without doubt the 
place to be. Those who have 
forgotten how good brown trout 
and night sea-trout fishing can 
be should contact Graham 
Caves, Tebay Anglers’ club 
secretary, on 015 396 24321.

As I write this report (Aug 24) 
the river is almost 10 ft above 
normal for the second time in 
three days following heavy rain 
over the third weekend of 
August and, with most of the 
catchment now saturated, the 

as there was little or no 
information coming from the EA 
on Forge Weir counts. I drove 
past riverside car-parks on many 
occasions when conditions 
were ideal only to see the odd 
angler fishing so I suspect effort 
(or lack of it) is a contributory 
factor to the low catches this 
season. However, it was a 
slightly different story in the 
middle and upper river, where 
fish were caught around 
Arkholme, Wennington and 
Kirkby Lonsdale. No doubt many 
summer salmon moved rapidly 
upstream as the first confirmed 
salmon of August, a fresh fish of 
9 lb, was caught by Mark 
Forsythe at Tebay. Rigmaden, 
Middleton and 
Strangerthwaite all reported 
sport during the month but it 
was difficult to put an exact 
figure on the numbers caught.  

Unfortunately, though, while 
the unsettled conditions 
favoured salmon fishing, they 
were far from ideal for the 
night-time sea-trout fisher. On 
three out of four weekends in 
August the river was either 
rising or already coloured and in 
flood when I ventured out. On 
the one weekend when it was 
ideal, there was then the 
hindrance of a full moon.  
However, the unfavourable 
conditions didn’t stop sea-trout 
devotees catching fish. The 
Rigmaden beat fished 
particularly well over the month, 
producing several fine sea-trout 
to 5 lb 8 oz. The Middleton beat 
above also produced a number 
of good sea-trout and I 
managed fish of 4 lb 8 oz,  
3 lb 8 oz and 3 lb while fishing 
rising, coloured water just 
before dusk. Strangerthwaite 
also did well, husband and wife 
team Mick and Sherry Hall 
catching six between 2 lb and  
3 lb while spinning in high, 
coloured water. However, 
without doubt the star beat was 
Tebay Anglers’ water at the 
top of the river. I was fortunate 
enough to fish the beat with 
John Riley and Mark Fellows 
one night in mid August when 
the rest of the river was out of 
condition for night-fishing.  
There were fish in every run and 
poo,l and what’s more they 
were taking. John had a lovely  
3 lb 8 oz sea-trout from behind 
the engine sheds, Mark had a 
brown trout of 4 lb from the 
same pool, and I had a sea-trout 
of 2 lb 12 oz  on a surface lure in 
the pool below Cragg Dub. We 
lost several other good fish that 
night in the two hours after dusk 

and in particular the LDAA, of 
which he was a committee 
member for the Aughton beat.  
He was a good and valued 
friend and regular contributor to 
this column. It was he who 
updated me with the LDAA 
catches and even contributed to 
the column I wrote in last 
month’s issue. I fished with him 
on many occasions for almost 
20 years on the Skerton and 
Halton Top beats and together 
we had some memorable 
moments. He was always quick 
to observe and apply what he 
had seen and I remember 
witnessing him, Geoff Barcroft 
and Frank Keighley making what 
was possibly the best one-day 
salmon catch of recent years on 
fly from the Skerton beat in the 
mid 1980s. They caught 21 
salmon between them that day 
and Lez had at least four of 
them on his first run through the 
weir pool in the morning. He 
caught most of his fish on an 
orange fly he’d borrowed from 
Frank. It became “his” fly 
afterwards, and that was so 
very typical of him. Our thoughts 
and sympathy go out to all the 
family he has left behind. He 
will be sadly missed.

The Lune valley received 
about 125 per cent of its normal 
rainfall for July and August and 
as a result river flows were at a 
good level for salmon fishing 
throughout August. Salmon 
anglers were out on most beats 
over the month with the general 
view that although salmon 
catches were above those of 
2015, they were generally 
below expectations – especially 
on the lower river.   Anglers on 
the Luneside beat continued to 
plug away below Forge Weir 
and brought the beat’s total to 
12 by mid August, which 
although a low number was an 
improvement on the 2015 catch 
for the same period. Several fish 
were also known to have been 
taken on the Lune Rivers Trust 
controlled beats at Skerton
and Halton, where anglers very 
rarely like to publicise the 
success they have these days.  
(Considering a rod on these 
beats costs only £15 per day 
with access to all being 
relatively easy, these have  
to be some of the best-value 
beats in the country).  

Regular LDAA anglers 
continued to catch their share of 
the run and although numbers 
were also reported to be below 
expectations, it was difficult to 
say whether this was due to a 
diminished run or a lack of effort 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Pedwell, River Tweed
Pedwell comprises about 1.5 miles of productive fishing on the English bank of the Tweed and is an 
excellent low-water beat. Given prolonged periods of low water, fish are concentrated in this and 
other lower beats and sport can be frenetic. There are two boats and although there is no fishing 
hut, rods can enjoy scenic picnics in the meadow below Norham Castle. The  village of Norham is 
adjacent and has two very good pubs as well as a butcher’s shop selling some fine pies. 

Day-tckets for salmon cost from £80 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tweed/Pedwell

lower beats of the main river 
are likely to remain at a good 
height for salmon angling well 
into the autumn, when hopefully 
salmon, and anglers, will return 
to the river in numbers. It will be 
interesting to see when and if 
the riverside car-parks fill up! – 
ANDY HURST.

RIBBLE   
AND  HODDER

ACCORDING TO the Waddow 
fish-counter up to the end of 
July, this season is just ahead of 
the two previous ones for  
fish over 4 lb, and well  
up for fish under 4 lb. 

The number of running fish 
depends on the river heights 
during the month. With good 
water in both June and July this 

year summer fish had the 
chance to move up from the 
lower reaches where they  
were held up last season  
by dry weather.  

When the rivers trust spring 
salmon trapping project started, 
I began to record the rainfall 
and river-height data every day; 
this helped us to keep a record 
of when fish were on the move 
and helped to define the heights 
at which we were likely to have 
fish in the trap. Since then I 
have continued to record this 
data daily, so I now have 
reasonably accurate 
information on rainfall and river 
heights throughout each year, 
which can be useful references.

I can now provide the 
counter numbers for July and 
the comparison figures from 
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told me he had landed a grayling 
of about 12 oz and seen others 
dimpling the surface. This may 
not seem significant but when 
you consider where the fish 
came from it is very important 
news, especially for the rivers 
trust. These grayling have 
reached the very top of Colne 
water close to Trawden. For 
decades the large weir at 
Padiham, before the trust 
removed it, was a barrier to all 
fish migrating upstream, as 
were the four other barriers 
further upstream. Their removal 

is part of the trust’s fish 
easement programme and 
shows how important their 
work is on our catchments. 

On Aug 20 we had strong 
winds and heavy rain. Over the 
next four days my gauge 
registered 3.5 inches of rain and 
the river peaked at 3.1 m at 
Waddow and 1.33 m up at Locks 
weir. We have to go back to late 
December last year to find more 
water rushing down our rivers. 
Time will tell how many fish will 
run on these big waters, but 
that’s for a future report. –
FRED HIGHAM.

RUTLAND

ANGLERS HAVE been catching 
a number of good fish. The 
biggest brown trout of the 
season, at 6 lb 10 oz, was 
caught from a boat by season-
ticket holder Simon Ashton. 

Youth internationals Toff 
Crowther and Graham Hayward 
had an impressive session at 
the top of the north arm. They 
retained eight fish for  
29 lb 12 oz. The pair fished dry-
flies and small floating fry with 
the best rainbow at 4 lb 7 oz. 
The fish had been feeding on 
roach fry and sticklebacks. 

Regular visitor Chris Guthrie 
enjoyed some constant action 
with fish from Manton Bay and 
other areas of the south arm, 
catching fish up to 4 lb. A good 
number of fish have been 
caught between Lax Hill and 
Cattle Trough; dry-flies have 
been best. The fishing is much 
improved here with clear water. 

Waddow for the past three 
seasons. From the beginning of 
the year up to the end of July 
2016 we have recorded a total 
of 508 fish over 4 lb and 1,275 
under 4 lb. To the end of July 
2015 we had a total of 434 fish 
over 4 lb and 754 under 4 lb. To 
the end of July 2014 we had a 
total of 332 fish over 4 lb and 
889 under 4 lb. This July’s count 
for the month was 215 fish over 
4 lb and 507 under 4 lb. 

As we know from what 
anglers are saying, this season 
the number of sea-trout in both 
rivers is greater than for quite a 
few seasons and good fish have 
been landed during the day on 
the falling waters. Bob Garnett, 
secretary of Settle Anglers, had 
a couple of hours on the 
Hodder one afternoon and 
landed seven sea-trout to 3 lb 
on small flies and lost three 
others. On some evenings night-
fishing conditions were 
favourable, but many other 
nights were spoilt when the 
river was carrying too much 
peat stain. Could this be the 
reason why salmon fishing on 
most of the good beats on the 
middle river has been fairly 
poor, or is it that anglers in some 
parts of the river have not even 
bothered to fish? 

We have had a few good lifts 
in the river this August and the 
fish have had the chance to 
avoid the four estuary netsmen. 
On Aug 4 after heavy rain the 
river peaked at nearly 2 m but it 
ran off very quickly, and was 
back down to just 11 inches at 
Waddow on the 6th, leaving a 
dark peat stain, as most rises 
this season have tended to do. 

News of catches over the 
past few weeks has been hard 
to come by with so little activity, 
but on falling water Pete 
Reynolds managed to hook a 
lovely fresh fish of about 11 lb. It 
took a small tube before the 
river came big again. On the 
same beat Paul Dewhurst 
landed a 12 lb very red cock fish 
on a small fly. Above Locks weir, 
upstream of Settle, young 
Master Drydon, a junior member 
of Settle Anglers, landed a sea-
trout on a Monkey stripped back 
just under the surface, and a 
salmon also followed his fly as it 
came across but only swirled to 
it. Paul Needham, fishing a 
spinner on one of his club’s 
exchange tickets, landed a nice 
fish of 9 lb just downstream 
from Settle.

I received an interesting 
phone call from Andrew Bowen, 
who fishes the River Calder. He 

been incalculable: they would 
have had to upgrade practically 
all sewage treatment works.  

As a result of the court’s 
decision it would have been fair 
to assume that nothing much 
would change, but nothing could 
be further from the truth as 
Welsh Water are now well on 
the way to spending some £7 
million in upgrading the 
Llanberis waste treatment 
system, including replacing the 
sewage treatment works at 
Nant Peris and Crawia. There is 
little doubt that this has come 
about through pressure from 
Natural Resources Wales  
and probably the  
Welsh Government. 

Having been involved with 
this issues for many years there 
is one thing I must convey 
through T&S and that is the 
importance of Fish Legal 
membership. Without their 
representation I’m convinced 
that nothing would have  
been done to rectify our 
pollution problems. 

It will take some time for 
Padarn to improve due to the 
lack of dissolved oxygen in the 
lake’s waters, but as this 
gradually improves the fishery 
should take a turn for the better. 

Despite my frequent criticism 
of Natural Resources Wales, I 
do give credit where it’s due, 

and thanks to their actions the 
Penygroes sewage treatment 
works and a local stone quarry’s 
discharges have abated and 
fishing on the Llynfi has 
improved. There have been 
tremendous runs of sewin this 
year, one angler staying at our 
accommodation at Melin y Cim 
releasing 31 sewin in five 
evenings’ fishing. The biggest 
so far are fish of 4 lb each to 
Kevin Morgan, Waunfawr, and 
Edwin Lewis, Penygroes. Dylan 
Roberts, Penygroes, has had the 
heaviest salmon so far, at 11 lb.

On the Gwyrfai NRW and 
Welsh Water have been 
working together and installed 
an effective fish-pass in the 
Cwellyn dam. This looks to have 
been successful as there have 
been numerous reports of sewin 
and salmon showing in the lake, 
with one lost at the net.  –  
H. P. HUGHES.

SOUTH-WEST 
WALES

AS THE evenings draw in, the 
end of the night-fishing for sea-
trout is upon us. Numbers of 
fish seem down on previous 
years, but the full extent of the 
run perhaps can’t be gauged 
due to the constant high water 
that has plagued us. The overall 
picture seems that 2016 has 

As soon as it colours, it all 
becomes much more difficult.

An occasional easterly wind 
has made the dam wall a very 
effective place for the bank 
angler. During the warmer 
weather the water here has 
been very clear and has held 
considerable numbers of fish.

Boat anglers have had good 
sport from the end of the 
peninsula, through Carrot Creek 
to Armley Wood.  Dave Eames 
caught a rainbow here of  
7 lb 14 oz – a splendid fish. 

During the hot weather, the 
banks have seen few anglers. 
However, early and late, fish 
have been caught from the 
Normanton shore and Sykes 
Lane. Finding clear water is 
again a priority.

Stocking continues with a 
few thousand being released 
every week. Returns indicate a 
rod average of 4.4 fish per 
return. The lake is very busy. In 
order to avoid disappointment 
you should now reserve a boat.

PROSPECTS

With the recent hot weather 
the main basin has been the 
place of choice, mainly 
because of the aerators. 
Given cooler weather the 
tops of the arms will hold 
fish. Fish are already 
feeding on fry. Traditionally 
autumn is a great time at 
Rutland, from both bank and 
boat. – PETER HARTLEY.

SEIONT,  
GWYRFAI  
AND  LLYFNI

AT LONG LAST we have some 
sort of closure to matters 
concerning the Llyn Padarn 
pollution. It’s a problem that’s 
been with us since 1992 and 
escalated to epic proportions 
during the summer of 2009.  

Our regulatory authorities 
more or less ignored the 
seriousness of what was going 
on; in fact after the 2009 
incident we were faced with 
more denials that sewage was 
the problem and that it wasn’t 
responsible for the decline of 
the Arctic charr. 

After two judicial review 
hearings – one that we won and 
the other we lost – Fish Legal 
appealed against the latter 
decision. On July 29 the Court of 
Appeal eventually turned down 
the appeal, as we expected. If 
this appeal had been won then 
the financial implications for 
water companies throughout 
England and Wales would have 

Ribble and 
Hodder sea-
trout well up 
on last  year

98  October 2016      www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  

As soon as it colours, it all
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An occasional easterly wind
has made the dam wall a very
effective place for the bank
angler. During the warmer
weather the water here has
been very clear and has held
considerable numbers of fish.

Boat anglers have had good
sport from the end of the
peninsula, through Carrot Creek
to Armley Wood. Dave Eames
caught a rainbow here of
7 lb 14 oz – a splendid fish.

During the hot weather, the
banks have seen few anglers.
However, early and late, fish
have been caught from the
Normanton shore and Sykes
Lane. Finding clear water is
again a priority.

Stocking continues with a
few thousand being released
every week. Returns indicate a
rod average of 4.4 fish per
return. The lake is very busy. In
order to avoid disappointment
you should now reserve a boat.

Blae and  Hare Lug 

(Clyde style)
Hook Size 14-16 Kamasan B405 sub-surface  

Thread Yellow Pearsall’s gossamer silk  Tail 2-3 fibres from tail 
feather of partridge  Body Dark fur from the edge of the hare’s ear, 

dubbed  Rib Fine gold wire  Hackle Body fur, picked out 
to represent legs  Wing Secondary wing feather of starling, light 

or medium, set at 45 degrees

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH



taken two steps backwards 
since the promising  
season of 2015.

Anglers who have done well 
through August are David Lloyd, 
who landed two double-figure 
sea-trout on the Rheidol in one 
night – a feat not often 
achieved in a lifetime.  
Bleddyn Adams had a couple of 
good nights on both the Rheidol 
and the Ystwyth, landing  
fish of 4 lb and 6 lb.

Daytime anglers have fared 
slightly better, but many of the 
fish have been small, with very 
few in the 3 lb-6 lb range. Mike 
Lench had an astonishing day’s 
fishing, catching 27 sea-trout 
around 1 lb and a fresh 6 lb 
grilse. Anthony Bevan also had 
a productive morning or two.

Anglers on both the Aeron 
and the Nevern are in need of 
water to get some fresh fish 
running. The small finnock have 
yet to appear in numbers.

Mark Edwards had a 
cracking fish on a tube-fly at 
night on the Nevern on Aug 8. It 
was 27.5 inches long, and 
thought to be over 10 lb. As 
usual, Mark returned the fish. – 
NATHAN PURSALL and 
MARK SEDGWICK.

TEES

BOB FORSYTH returned a fine 
12 lb 1 oz salmon on fly on the 
Bishop Auckland AC water near 
Eggleston. My reports indicate 
some decent sport on the 
Bishop Auckland AC waters on 
the Tees; certainly better  
than last year. Further reports 
indicate some excellent brown 
trout and good grayling sport.

The fish-counts through the 
Tees Barrage show an upstream 
count for July of 87, bringing the 
total run so far this season to 
218. These figures show some 
improvement on last season. 
The total run for the Tees in 
2014 was 430, while 2015 
totalled 367. – D. N. C.

TILL

THE RIVER was pretty settled 
until August 21, when it rose to 
provide the fish with perfect 
running conditions. A grilse run 
was expected on this water.

Angling pressure has been 
light on the Ford and Etal
Estate beats in August. Callum 
Noval fished Upper Tindal 
House, returning a 7 lb salmon 
and keeping sea-trout of  
4 lb 8 oz and 2 lb. These fish fell 
to Mepps. Stuart Aitchison 
fished the Burnmouth at dusk, 

catching a 2 lb sea-trout on fly.
The river rose to 3 ft 3 in on 

the Redscar gauge on Aug 21 
and anglers present after this 
date did well. On Redscar
Eddie Nixon had a 7 lb salmon 
on a 1.5-inch Gold-bodied Willie 
Gunn, fished in Ballantynes. 
Steve Johnson and Bob Graham 
fished Lower Tindal House
and had grilse of 5 lb and 3 lb 
plus seven sea-trout in the  
2 lb-6 lb range.

Conditions were described 
as ideal on all Ford and Etal 
beats but few anglers have 
been fishing. Out on the 
Flodden beat Paul Sanderson 
caught two sea-trout to 3 lb.

Contact number for Ford and 
Etal Estates is 01668 216 223 
and Tiptoe Farm is 01890 882 
177 or visit  
www.tillfishing.co.uk 

October can be good, given 
some rises in water. The fly-only 
rule applies from Sept 15. – 
DAVID CARRICK.

TYNE

THERE WAS plenty of water in 
August, with several rises, 
including one of 6 ft at Bywell
on Aug 21. The river is still fining 
down as I write. The South Tyne 
had several decent spates and a 
number of freshets to keep fish 
moving upstream.

The North Tyne also had 
good lifts to keep fish running, 
and number entered the Rede.

As at Aug 16, 3,009 
upstream counts were recorded 
at Riding Mill fish-pass for the 
month. This brings the season’s 
total so far to 21,000.

Anglers were catching 
salmon on the main river and 
both North and South Tynes, 
some landing five fish in a visit. 
Some very fresh fish were 
caught, including included many 
mint sea-trout. 

Among the reported catches 
was a three-day spell at 
Lambley on the South Tyne 
that produced 20 salmon, 
including 13 in a day. Malcolm 
Patterson landed his first fish at 
Lambley at 9 lb. Another angler 
to catch his first Tyne salmon 
was Eugene Burzler, who caught 
an 8 lb salmon on fly at Bywell.

G. Pomeroy had four days at 
Chesters, landing six salmon to 
15 lb and a 6 lb sea-trout on 
black and claret coneheads. 

Haughton Castle rods have 
caught 26 sea-trout and 17 
salmon so far in August. Messrs 
Smith and Vaughan had four 
salmon and five sea-trout, 
including salmon of 20 lb and  

18 lb. Kevin Reed had one of  
20 lb and owner Sir Anthony 
Braithwaite had three salmon 
from the Rack pool in a session.

Out on the Chipchase 
Riverhill beat, on the North 
Tyne, James Royds landed a  
17 lb salmon in late July.

Salmon catches on Bywell
totalled 175 up to Aug 23, with 
37 landed in the month so far. 
Thirteen sea-trout have also 
been caught so far this year. 
Eltringham had six salmon and 
six sea-trout; Styford 45 
salmon and six sea-trout; 
Dilston 40 salmon and 21 sea-
trout; Tyne Waters Meet 24 
salmon; Warden 87 salmon 
and 62 sea-trout; Chollerton
12 salmon and 26 sea-trout; 
Haughton Castle 35 salmon 
and 47 sea-trout; Chesters 101 
salmon and 26 sea-trout; 
Chipchase 32 salmon and 28 
sea-trout; and Riverhill 15 
salmon and 12 sea-trout. In 
general, catches were well up 
on this time last year.

The Northumbrian 
Anglers’ Federation waters 

reported some August sport. I 
heard of one local rod catching 
two good double-figure salmon 
on fly. Other reported fish 
include Kevin Shanks with an 8 
lb salmon and Eddie Binder with 
a 4 lb grilse. Ted Davenport 
landed a 4 lb sea-trout.

On the Tyneside Anglers’ 
Syndicate waters, George 
Pearson had a 9 lb salmon and a 
4 lb sea-trout on a Blair spoon 
and a copper Toby. John Farrow 
had one of 12 lb on fly and a 
sea-trout of 6 lb. On subsequent 
visits George Pearson also 
caught a 3 lb sea-trout and a  
15 lb salmon on a Munro Killer. 
He then landed a 15-pounder a 
few days later on a small Garry 
Dog. Kevin Smith landed a fresh 
7 lb salmon on a Niamh fly. 
Kevin Forster had a double-
figure sea-trout and another of 
around 8 lb on fly. Harvey 
Marchbank caught an 8 lb 
salmon and a 4 lb sea-trout, 
both on fly. Many other sea-
trout were reported in  
the 3 lb-6 lb class.

On TAS’s Rede fishing,  

Ted Fenwick caught sea-trout of 
8 lb and 3 lb on a small Cascade. 
David Carrick had a 2 lb sea-
trout from the same area,  
losing two others.

The October Tyne fly-box 
should include Ally’s Shrimp, 
Cascade, Tyne Toucan, Red 
Shrimp flies, Flamethrower, 
Calvin Shrimp, Park Shrimp, 
Willie Gunn, Garry Dog, Silver 
Stoat’s Tail and Stinchar Stoat’s 
Tail. Sizes 10 and 8 should be 
right for settled water, with a 
bigger size for heavy water. In 
low water flies down to size 12 
are effective.

Given favourable running 
conditions Tyne anglers can look 
forward to some excellent 
autumn sport with fish spread 
throughout the system. I advise 
bringing a spinning rod for times 
of heavy waters. Sport can be 
very good when the water 
starts to fall but is still coloured. 
Coloured fish will be present 
and care in returning them is of 
paramount importance.

Would any beats, parties or 
individuals who would like to 
report their catches please 
contact me on 0191 4133 789 or 
e-mail davecarrickryton@
hotmail.com –  
DAVID CARRICK.

TYWI

ABERGWILI ANGLING  club 
water has produced a few 
double-figure salmon, and 
numerous sea-trout to 7 lb. New 
member Dempsey Leigh had a  
7 lb sewin, and John Bull had 
salmon of 5 lb and 7 lb. Visiting 
eight-year-old Ioan Daniel from 
Bryn lost a sewin of around 4 lb 
but managed a trout. Robert 
Davies had an 11 lb 8 oz salmon 
and a 5 lb sewin. 

On Carmarthen Amateurs’ 
water Jon Hartley, Giles 
Thomas and Euros Jones all 
caught fish in August. On the 
Carmarthen District Club 

water, Whitemill has produced 
some salmon, Steve West and 
Viv Carway both netting double-
figure fish. Paul Jones and Gary 
Evans have also had salmon.  

A few large fish were 
reported lost on the Cothi at 
the beginning of the month. On 
the Gwaun Cae Gurwen beat 
at Whitemill several shoal 
sewin were taken on fly at 
night. A similar story was 
reported from the lower Clwb 
Godre Mynydd Du beat.

August was a better month 
for Abercothi, with 160 sewin 
and 18 salmon. J. Simon caught 
salmon of 14 lb and 5 lb on 
Llwchgwyn. C. Thomas got a  
9 lb sewin in the Junction pool. 
In Bridge pool Kevin Larson 
caught salmon of 13 lb and 11 lb. 
The Grant Homes party had a 
good week at Abercothi: they 
caught eight salmon and 80 
sewin. The best sewin was a 
nine-pounder caught  
by A. Bailey. 

At Golden Grove more than 
500 sea-trout and 60 salmon 
have been caught so far this 
season, and sport in August 
continued apace. Wet weather 
continued, so many fish were 
caught during the day. Ten-year-
old Tom Vickers got a 16 lb 
salmon, on his first visit to the 
water. Duff Batty had a 12 lb 
salmon from the Pipe pool, and 
Andre Gysler got his personal 
best sea-trout of 9 lb from 
Glanyrafon. 

At Llandeilo angling effort 
continued, Miles Davies taking 
four sewin on fly at night, 
topped by one of around 6 lb 
(returned). Committee member 
Arwel Evans did well, taking six 
sewin to 7 lb (returned), most of 
them on small flies fished in fast 
water at dusk. Aled Davies 
managed a 12 lb sewin, which in 
line with club rules was 
returned. 

On the Llangadog Club 
water fish have been caught, 

orvis.co.uk

Some Tyne 
anglers 
catching five 
fish in a visit
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with a 6 lb sewin taken from the 
Car Park pool. Cross Hands 
Angling junior angler Adam 
Francis caught a 5 lb 8 oz  
sewin on fly at night. 

Up at Llandovery fish have 
been caught and many salmon 
seen. Vince Rees returned an  
8 lb sewin, David Dugdale one 
over 10 lb, and two visiting 
anglers also managed a  
double-figure sewin each. 

There appears to be a good 
run of smaller shoal-size sewin 
between 1 lb-2 lb 8 oz 
throughout the Tywi, which 
augurs well. 

Over on the Loughour, 
Ammanford Angling Club beats 
have produced fish, Craig 
Williams getting two small 
sewin and a grilse, Ceri Jones a 
very fresh salmon of around  
7 lb, and Steffan Rees a sewin 
of around 5 lb. 

Upstream the Clwb Godre 
Mynydd Du beats on the 
Amman are holding salmon. 
Many clubs in the Tywi valley 
have a catch-and-release policy 
for sea-trout during September, 
so please ensure you have  
read the club rules before 
venturing out to fish at night. 
Hopefully there will be a good 
autumn run of salmon to end the 
season on a high. –  
ALEX YOUNG,  
JAMIE HARRIES  
and ALED DAVIES.

USK 

AFTER A good season so far, 
salmon fishing declined 
somewhat in August. 
Nevertheless, some 23 salmon 
were reported at Sweet’s 
Tackle Shop in Usk. A few sea-
trout have also been showing, 
and brown trout fishing has 
remained active on  
warm evenings.

At Chainbridge Dr Stuart 
Macoustra caught a 12 lb cock 
fish on a Cascade. At Llanover
Dr Mike Scott had five to 14 lb 
on fly. At Coldbrook William 
Spratt, aged around 11, caught 
his first salmon at 5 lb on a 
spinner, and also landed two 
trout. At Clytha Gareth Morgan 
had a 4 lb grilse; and at Swan 
Meadow John Hansel 
recorded an 11 lb salmon. 

At Newbridge Stafford 
Sherlock caught three,  
including one massive fish  
that broke his hook!

At Upper Llangibby Richard 
Strode and Dennis Robinson 
landed two each on August 3, 
while Ken Evans landed four on 
fly, including a 17-pounder the 
following day. Simon Toms had 
a 12 lb fish on a Cascade Piglet, 
having caught two fish at Isca 
Water, Newbridge, earlier in 
the day. A week later Richard 
Strode showed that it is worth 
persevering in low water, when 
he had a 12 lb salmon on a 
Willie Gunn.

Since the beginning of July, 
Welsh Water have voluntarily 
adopted a new, restricted 
summer abstraction regime, 
taking less water, especially 
during small summer spates. 
This will have helped to bring 
salmon into the river and 
through the lower reaches, as 
well as benefiting the general 
ecology of the river. Further 
improvements are anticipated 
in the next few years. –  
JEAN WILLIAMS.

WEAR

AFTER A rise in water between 
Aug 4 and 6 some good sea-
trout around 4 lb were caught a 
few miles above Durham. 

Wear rods have been 
requesting releases from 
Kielder Water via the Frosterley 
Transfer Tunnel. This has not 
happened for at least a decade. 

The Tyne was also starved of 
water during most of May and 
June when there were no 
releases of water from Kielder, 
apart from the minimum 
compensation level of 1.32 
cubic metres per second. The 
9.3 cumec releases simply did 
not happen, even though Kielder 
Water was at a healthy level. In 
mid August Kielder Water rose 
so much that it made access for 
anglers on the reservoir very 
difficult. The EA needs to give 
both rivers some extra water 
when they fall so low. 

Fish-counts courtesy of the 
Environment Agency showed a 
run of 4,033 migratory fish in 
July, giving a total of 6,904 for 
the season so far. –  
DAVID CARRICK.

WESSEX  
WATERS

ON THE Royalty beats of the 
Avon in July and August 
prawns ruled the day, with 
almost every fish taken that 
way. Most were grilse to 6 lb, 
though Roy Allcock grassed a  
10 lb hen in the Pipes pool. And 
the famous Bridge pool still did 
the business, Steven Ballard 
having three grilse in a day, 
again all on prawn.

As Nigel from Davis Tackle 
put it: “The fishery is absolutely 
stuffed with both grilse and 
sea-trout at the moment but rod 
hours are absolutely minimal. I 
personally managed two hours 
chasing sea-trout and managed 
five to 2 lb 8 oz. No doubt  
if there were more people 
fishing for them plenty more 
would be landed.” 

Upstream at Somerley the 
EA was still investigating the 
release of hundreds, maybe 
thousands, of rainbows. Nobody 
is sure where the reported 
figure of 60,000 came from and 
an EA spokesman told me, “So 
far nobody’s been willing to 
provide the Agency with a 
witness statement. If anyone 
has information or has seen 
anything untoward and is 
willing to provide a statement it 
would help with our 
investigation.” 

Another mystery at Somerley 
is over a book which clearly 
invites canoeists on to the 
Avon. Fish Legal told me it’s a 
civil offence of trespass and 
definitely not – as the canoeists 
claim – their right to navigate all 
rivers. Fish Legal lawyer 
Cameron Hogg is crystal clear: 
“There is no general right. It is a 
matter of trespass and we have 

this confirmed by a QC.” Fish 
Legal and the Angling Trust are 
now challenging the canoe 
bodies to “change their 
published information which 
suggests the law on  
access is unclear.” 

Somerley agent John Levell, 
a past master at dealing with 
canoeists, told me, “When they 
realised they would have to land 
on private property to bypass 
the weir they showed me the 
map from Waterstones which 
said the Avon was navigable. I 
informed them that as the 
authorised agent of the riparian 
owner, if they landed I would 
not let them re-enter the river. 
Any attempt to use force to 
achieve their aims could 
possibly constitute a criminal 
offence and the police  
would be called.”

But he admitted “My threat 
to call the police was in reality 
toothless. Past experience has 
shown the police to be ignorant 
of the law and take the word  
of the canoeist or poacher  
over ours.”

And at least Waterstones 
listened. They said, “We would 
certainly take the title off sale if 
advised to do so by the 
publisher.” Sadly, there was no 
immediate response from the 
publisher, who claimed the 
author wasn’t available. I 
checked and he e-mailed: “I am 
currently on a research trip to 
Ladakh (it’s in India) exploring 
some of the highest rivers  
in the world.” 

The Salisbury club’s catch 
returns revealed that almost 90 
per cent of the members are 
now practising catch-and-
release. In fact stocking on one 
beat is now reduced from 3,000 
per season to 800. Club 
manager Andreas Topintzis 
explained: “The difference is 
that the vast majority of the fish 
caught now are wild fish.  
This model wouldn’t be 
sustainable in the past, when 
most members wanted to clonk 
their bag limit for the table. 
They have the right to kill and 
choose not to do so.  
If they do, they keep the  
dye-marked stockies.  
Because the wildies are put 
back, their size gradually 
increases, so we get to see 
more wild fish caught  
in the 1 lb-plus category. The 
emphasis is on helping our 
members become better 
fishermen and appreciate  
what chalkstream  
fishing is all about.” –  
GRAHAM MOLE. 

Usk salmon 
fishing slows, 
but good fish 
still caught
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A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Upper North Wark, River Tweed
THis is a short beat of almost one mile which suits two rods and is ideal if you are looking for privacy 
or are on a father and son/daughter fishing trip.The beat likes water and suits levels around 2.5 ft on 
the Sprouston gauge, and fishes very well around this height.  
Access is easy with a good off-road parking area that leads to easy steps down to the hut. The 
fishing from the island offers good wading and as the river is split you won’t need to cast very far. The 
upper part of the beat is fished from the boat. 
Day-ickets for salmon cost from £150.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tweed/UpperNorthWark
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evidence. Glenmuick has 
fished well – and produced 
catches steadily throughout the 
season. In one memorable day 
Peter Crauford, a guest of Mr 
Clowes, caught five grilse on a 
tiny black Stoat’s Tail. 

Dess’s Jeremy Clayton tells 
me that his beat has gained 
some low-water fishing in the 
aftermath of Storm Frank, while 
losing a little of its high-water 
fishing. Jeremy reports his rates 
will remain unchanged for next 
season – having stayed the 
same for four years – and that 
the beat will be fishing four 
rods, instead of five, next 
spring. Mr Clayton is clearly 
happy to have seen his summer 
fishing much improved upon 
that of last year – though it 
would have been even more 
impressive had there been more 
rods consistently on the river. 
He ponders whether or not the 
significantly increased numbers 
of grilse in evidence was due to 
the nets being off. Jeremy 
repeats Ian’s observation that 
fish have often been reluctant 
to take – and I have heard so 
many accounts of fish being on 
for several minutes then lost. 
Ian has suggested a tactic that 
might be worth trying – 
changing to a single hook. 

My last contact this month 
was from William Foster of 
Park. While expressing his 
delight at the beat’s 30-fish 
week, William tells me that 
while fishers last week were 
managing to get a fish a day this 
was no real reflection of the 
number of fish passing through 
the beat. There were lots of fish 
seen but low water and bright 
sun made things difficult. When 
the water did rise, two fish 
were caught and another lost in 
the first hour – and then the sun 
came out and “all went quiet” 
until the evening, when  
John Fraser landed a  
large sea-trout. 

grilse were also taken during 
the week in question. 

The rollercoaster ride that is 
salmon fishing persisted 
through the last week covered 
by this report – that ending  
Aug 20 – when 72 salmon and 
grilse and nine sea-trout were 
reported to the website. These 
totals are not a reflection of 
what folk were actually seeing 
on the river. One riparian owner 
from a middle stretch told me 
his beat has been “stuffed” 
with fish but that they wouldn’t 
take. And it was a middle beat – 
Woodend – that won the 
bragging rights for the week 
with nine fish taken, including 
one of two 14-pounders caught 
during the week. These proved 
to be the heaviest for the 
period. One salmon and one 
sea-trout caught at Heughhead 
on the Feugh proved fish were 
managing to negotiate the 
formidable Falls, which are such 
an attraction for visitors to the 
area. Success on the Feugh is 
obvious evidence of a dramatic 
rise of that pretty wee tributary 
of the Dee – but a rise there 
usually means stain in the main 
stem, downstream of Banchory, 
which hardly serves to help 
efforts there. The rise in height 
was preceded by typical low 
summer levels that presented a 
totally different challenge. 

Ian Murray was delighted to 
tell me that, despite the very 
significant impact of Storm 
Frank on the beats for which he 
so diligently cares, his guests 
enjoyed their best May since 
2012 and both June and July 
“kept up well”. These months 
also produced a lot of good sea-
trout in the beats – all around 
and above Ballater. Another 
feature of the season Ian is 
keen to recount is the condition 
of the fish. They have been, and 
continue to be, even through 
August, in “pristine” condition 
with very limited red vent in 

Environment Agency is moving 
in a positive direction and work 
is under way to secure a long-
term surveillance operation to 
address significant levels of 
poaching reported last year. 

The river now needs a few 
really good floods to get the 
salmon and sea-trout running. – 
GREEN TEAL.

Scotland
ABERDEENSHIRE 
DEE

THE DEE continues to deliver 
success and frustration in 
almost equal measure. The last 
week of July saw almost 120 
salmon and grilse and more 
than two dozen sea-trout 
reported to the FishDee 
website. The former were well 
spread through the system, 
from Tilbouries to Crathie, while 
sea-trout were not straying 
quite so far upstream. 

The first week of August, 
however, saw salmon and grilse 
catches drop to just under 90 
and sea-trout numbers rise 
slightly to 30, but, contradicting 
the trend of the previous and 
recent weeks, one was caught 
as far upstream as Balmoral. 
Salmon and grilse were still 
being caught up and down the 
river and plenty were seen – 
they were just proving difficult 
to catch. Not for the first time 
this season, varying conditions 
can be blamed. We had the sort 
of high winds that challenge the 
best of casters, heavy showers 
in the westernmost catchment 
that made for increased water 
heights and the stain it was 
carrying – and so it goes on! 

Special congratulations go to 
16-year-old Arthur Musson 
who, only a day after starting to 
fish with a salmon rod,  
released his first salmon. 

In the following week (that 
ending Aug 13) salmon and 
grilse catches climbed once 
again to just short of 130 and 
sea-trout numbers fell back 
slightly to 25. Park emerged as 
top beat, with 30 salmon and 
grilse and two sea-trout. This 
lovely stretch of the lower river 
also produced the week’s 
biggest fish – a cracking 
21-pounder, caught by Colin 
Maclean. It was good to see, 
too, a fish caught on Mar 
Lodge – as far upstream as the 
Dee is let. Meanwhile, the beat 
to emerge as best for sea-trout 
was Dinnet – in the upper river 
– where seven salmon and 

anglers seen fishing illegally 
from canoes seem to be 
becoming more prevalent. 

The now-defunct Wye 
Salmon Owners’ Association 
(WSFOA) is to be replaced by a 
new body to be called the Wye 
Catchment Conservators, who 
aim to bring all riparian owners, 
salmon, coarse- and trout-
fishing under one umbrella. 
However, it seems to me the 
reasons why the WSFOA 
became redundant in the first 
place has not been addressed, 
and to replace it with another 
with similar aims and with 
virtually the same personnel in 
charge is rather missing the 
point. As someone pointed out: 
“Same meat – different gravy”. 
There is no doubt that a united 

front to the Wye’s problems 
would benefit the river but 
many severely disenfranchised 
in the past will, I think, be rather 
wary before becoming involved. 
How much say will the members 
actually have, how transparent 
will the organisation be, and 
will they for once review and 
monitor the success or 
otherwise of any projects 
undertaken? I’m sure the new 
chairman, Peter Horsburgh, will 
do his best and we wish him 
well and good  
luck in his new post.

Late report: Following a 
decent spate on the Wye 
towards the end of August sport 
improved on the upper river, 
with another dozen fish caught, 
including four in a day from 
Glanwye and Spreadeagle, 
raising the month’s total 
considerably with probably 
more to come before the 
month’s end. –  
GEOFF FRANKS.

YORKSHIRE  
ESK

AFTER A slight rise in water in 
August, some fish came on the 
take. Nick Wilkinson had four 
sea-trout, and six-year-old  
Sam Jack from Fulham caught a 
3 lb sea-trout on fly.

The partnership between the 
Yorkshire Rivers Trust and the 

WYE

AS SO often happens, August 
was a difficult month, with a big 
slump in catches compared to 
previous months. The river was 
generally on the low side 
despite the odd small rise, but 
the fish completely switched 
off. New fish consisted mainly 
of grilse, some as small as 2 lb, 
which as usual proved  
difficult to tempt. 

The upper river suffered 
badly, with only a few fish 
above Ross. Once again it was 
Bigsweir (17 fish) and 
Wyesham (14) who claimed the 
bulk of the catch and at the time 
of writing, with a few days of 
the month to go, the total catch 
for the river is less than 50 fish.

Despite a seemingly good 
stock of fish in the river, most 
were not to be tempted, with of 
course most of the earlier fish 
by now very coloured. The best 
fish was an 18-pounder to Alex 
Nichol at Wyesham; he had 
another of 8 lb on the same day. 
Also at Wyesham Alan Phillips 
had three in a day – 4 lb, 5 lb, 
and 11 lb – on fly, and Mike 
Sutton had fish of 4 lb and 12 lb 
from Goodrich but multiple 
catches were the exception. 
Several sea-trout to about  
3 lb were also taken  
during the month – again on  
the lower river.

So on the whole it was a 
disappointing but not entirely 
unexpected month. However, at 
the time of writing a moderate 
spate is making its way 
downstream so possibly this 
will move a few fish around or 
perk them up to allow a return 
to respectable catches. It may 
well be in September and early 
October, however, when the 
water cools down, that the 
usual increase in catches of 
often pretty poorly conditioned 
back-end fish takes place. With 
everyone preaching the 
“conservation” mantra these 
days most, including those in 
charge of the river, seem unable 
to stop themselves catching 
gravid fish almost off the redds. 
I have always found this very 
odd indeed, especially given the 
current “every fish spawning is 
precious” mantra. Many say 
that the season should finish at 
the end of September, as it used 
to, but this seems unlikely to 
happen as money, numbers in 
the book and personal  
egos prevail.

 There were a couple of 
daylight poaching incidents in 
the Upper Bigsweir area and 

Late-August 
water livens  
up Wye’s 
salmon
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PROSPECTS

As this column appears – in 
the October issue – the Dee 
above Aboyne will be 
closed. Many of the beats 
below that will not be let by 
riparian owners who, like 
myself, consider the 
extension of the season into 
October as unnecessary – 
and potentially harmful to 
fish. Where fishing is going 
on, however, I am sure there 
will be success – though 
pleasure in catching red 
fish, especially hens laden 
with eggs, must be 
somewhat limited. Not to 
worry – for the rest of us 
February will be here before 
we know it! – POLMONIER.

ABERDEENSHIRE 
DON

SALMON CATCHES continue to 
remain low throughout the river. 
I know I emphasise this every 
month but without numbers of 
people fishing catches will be 
poor – it’s a simple fact. Salmon 
angling effort has been minimal 
since the spring and it is 
becoming commonplace most 
days to see only a handful  
of rods out. 

In contrast, numbers of 
visiting brown trout anglers are 
increasing each season and the 
Don is once again regaining its 
reputation as one of the 
country’s top wild-trout rivers.

Thankfully, those still salmon 
fishing were picking up a fish or 
two – enough to keep them 
returning. Salmon were entering 
the system and on several 
occasions I saw seals chasing 
and catching a few at  
the Brig o’ Balgownie. 

As we approach the end of 
August, figures are around 50 
fish to 15 lb landed. 

The weather pattern 
remained much the same as 
July’s, isolated heavy rain 
falling every other day, which 
stopped the river dropping away 
to summer lows. The lower 
beats suffered on some days 
from heavily coloured run-off 
from various burns as a result of 
continuing AWPR work.

Grandhome Estate Fishings 
on the lower river reported 
some success, mostly with 
grilse, although they would have 
preferred lower water to slow 
fish down and stop in their 
pools. Small pockets of fish 
were seen moving quickly 
through the pools, but catching 
them proved difficult. The odd 
fresh sea-trout was also still 

appearing, the best of them a  
6 lb 4 oz fish caught by  
Mel Thompson. 

The ADAA beats picked 
away, anglers reporting an even 
mix of salmon and grilse and 
finished the month with some 
25 to 11 lb. The brown trout 
fishing available to members 
continues to provide great sport 
with fish to 4 lb caught on fly. 
Anglers fishing nymph patterns 
reported the most success. 

Above Fintry a few a grilse 
were landed from Kintore and 
Inverurie Council beats but 
pickings have been slim, 
according to the locals. Visiting 
angler Ken Banks landed two 
fresh grilse of 3 lb 8 oz at Alford
on a Blue Charm, while Iain 
Gardiner returned a 5 lb grilse 
and a 3 lb sea-trout on  
a Red Frances.

Kildrummy waters are still 
producing plenty of trout – most 
around 1 lb with a few  
between 2 lb and 3 lb. 

Please forward any catches, 
photos or river news to me at 
martin@riverdon.org – 
MARTIN WEBSTER.

ANNAN

I AM convinced that the Annan 
has just as many salmon running 
now as it did in the “record rod” 
years of 2007-2011. That will 
shock some readers but the 
crucial difference now is that 
unlike the ‘90s and ‘00s, when 
the salmon almost exclusively 
ran in October and November, 
they are now spread  
throughout the year. 

This has a double effect. 
First, it means they are 
frequently running when few  
(or no) people are fishing for 
them; second, it means that as 
the fish are spread out, an 
angler is unlikely to have a 
bumper day or terrific week. 

So August is yet another 
month when I can report salmon 
being caught and if I went back 
20 years (which I do) I would 
have reported only sea-trout 
catches in June, July and 
August. It was unheard of to 
catch more than five or six 
spring salmon in the whole river 
in the 1990s. Now they are 
there in March, April and May.

At Hallheaths Sarah 
Galbraith caught a 4 lb grilse in 
early August on fly. I have heard 
reports of more fish caught 
there, too.

Neil MacDougall returned a 
good salmon even further up the 
river at Jardine Hall. He then 
had two more salmon at 

Kirkwood, where he was 
staying, and Dave Finnimore 
added around a dozen sea-trout 
and some great brown  
trout to 4 lb. Rob Mewlark  
had four sea-trout in one  
night at Kirkwood. 

Do report catches straight to 
me at TandS@realfarms.co.uk 
or phone 01576 510 200. – 
ANTHONY STEEL.

BEAULY

THE END of July and the first 
three weeks of August were 
“pretty good” on the Lower 
Beauly – despite the fact that 
the level rose from close to zero 
to 2 ft on most mornings. 
Anglers were seeing plenty of 
fish although inevitably (given 
that the main grilse runs 
occurred in July) the percentage 
that was fresh-run dropped 
dramatically. There were  
fair numbers of summer salmon 
and a relative abundance  
of sea-trout.

The week of July 25 
(between zero and 1 ft 6 in) 
produced 50. The Lovat party 
landed 23 (plus 21 sea-trout to  
3 lb) with seven to Mr J. 
Hodgkin, five to Mrs S. Hodgkin, 
five to R. Gould, three to J. 
Kindley and three (best 10 lb in 
Old Jetty) to G. Crossley. The 
Jenkins and Staples party had 
ten, with three (best 10 lb in 
Stones) to Paul Jenkins, a brace 
each to William and Harry 
Jenkins and one each to Brian 
and Edward Staples; Amy 
Staples achieved her first-ever 
salmon (5 lb in North Run). The 
Jackson party picked up 17, with 
five to S. Bennet, three to N. 
Jackson, a brace each to T. 
Clifford and M. Gear and one 
each to P. Cragg and E. Bennet; 
Angus Clifford (4 lb in North Run 
on a Flamethrower, followed by 
his second soon after) and Mrs 
Bella Clifford (fresh-run 19 lb in 
Silver on a Flamethrower, 
netted by her husband) 
celebrated their first-ever 
salmon.

The week of August 1 (mainly 
between 1 ft and 2 ft) yielded 
31. The Duerckheim (let) party 
caught 11, with four to H. 
McLaren, three to P. McLaren 
and one apiece to M. Angle,  
R. Peto, H. Keane and Mrs 
Yerborough. The Rugg and King 
party netted seven, with three 
to M. King, two (better 13 lb in 
Silver) to D. Hunter and two to  
P. Backhouse. The Draper and 
Thies party banked 13, with five 
to Fritz Thies, four to Christian 
Brieth and four (his first Beauly 

salmon, best 14 lb in Fir Trees)  
to David Parry.

The week of August 8 (mainly 
between 1 ft 6 in and 2 ft 6 in) 
had 45 entries in the book. The 
Mason and Wates parties (two 
beats) accounted for 23, 
including five to R. Mason, five 
to Andrew Wates, three to B. 
Gent, three to Roger McKinnon, 
two to Alastair Alexander and 
one each to J. Mason, Sarah 
Wates and R. Green (12 lb in 
Island Run). The third party had 
22, with seven to Mark Wilton-
Steer, six to Chris Ponting, five 
to A. Buckoke, three to  
James Knox and one  
to Mrs J. Sinclair-Knipe.

The week of August 15 
(between 6 in and 1 ft 3 in) 
generated 19. Lord Lovat’s party 
had four – three grilse to the 
host and a 12 lb salmon in the 
New pool to Sir J. Phipps.

The Maxwell and Legge 
party recorded three grilse – a 
brace to Julian Maxwell and 
Miriam Human’s first-ever 
salmon (5 lb in Long Reach on a 

Silver Stoat). The third party 
landed 12, with five in a day 
(best 9 lb in Ferry) from the Falls 
beat to Ben Thirlaw (previous to 
this he had only ever caught one 
salmon!), four to F. Bell and one 
each to A. Lewis, P. Smith  
and H. Young.

By the week of August 22  
(I write on the 24th), everything 
had gone very quiet. Fish were 
completely unresponsive after 
several hot days – even to 
Sunrays and the like. Levels 
were reliant on stored water 
and a good flood of fresh 
rainwater was required to 
stimulate matters. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

BORGIE

THERE WAS good water 
through August, fluctuating 
markedly at times. Fish were 
moving upstream in quick order 
and catches in the first three 
weeks were “pretty good”. The 
second and third weeks were 
not fully rodded.
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Jungle Cock Ballcock
Hook Size 8-12 traditional wet-fly  Thread Black  

Butt Blue holographic tinsel  
Tail Medium-sized jungle-cock eye feather, tied in a horizontal 

plane  Rib Medium oval silver  Body Black seal’s fur (or, optionally, 
bronze peacock herl)  Body hackle Ginger cock hackle   

Cheeks Small jungle-cock eyes  Shoulder hackle Blue metallic 
peacock neck hackle 

(Ilen blue, or, optionally, a cobalt-blue guineafowl hackle)

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH



The sequence of catches in 
the first three weeks of August 
was 29, 39 and 22 (the latter 
included nine fresh-run). Most 
were grilse, with the occasional 
salmon mixed in (heaviest 15 lb).

By the fourth week (I am 
writing on Aug 24) activity had 
all but ceased (late-August 
doldrums), despite continuing 
plentiful water. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CARRON

AUGUST WAS uninspiring, 
despite a fair head of fish and 
some excellent water.

Gledfield added three  
(all, best 8 lb in the Gledfield, to 
Iain Neville between the 11th 
and the 13th) in the first three 
weeks of August.

At Cornhill Stephen Ogilvie 
had one (6 lb in the Clump) in the 
last week of July. Five were 
added in the second week of 
August (“disappointing” given 
the amount of water) with three 
(best 12 lb in the Mckenzie) to 
Stephen Gilchrist and one each 
to Allan Donaldson and  
Alan Mackenzie.

Dounie recorded eight in the 
first week of August, with five 
(best 15 lb in Campbell and 14 lb 
in Dune Run) to Jason Chick and 
one each to Kim Sawyer, 
Alexander Hunter (13 lb in Dune 
Run) and Chris Lacey. The 
second week also produced 

eight – a brace of grilse to 
Alexander Hunter, a brace 
(better 10 lb in Captain’s) and 
one each to Michael Banks, Tom 
Hunter, Kim Borknev (his first 
ever – 5 lb in Campbell on a 
conehead tube) and Alan 
Mackenzie (15 lb in the Marge).

Gruinards landed five grilse 
(plus six sea-trout) in the week 
of August 1 – a brace to Sarah 
Hodgson and one each to John 
Hodgson, Mandy Kerley and 
Mike Gardner. The next week 
yielded two – a grilse to Tom 
Barnes and a coloured 15 lb 
salmon in Washerwoman to 
Murray Carter. The third week 
had three entries in the book – a 
brace of grilse to Angus Fowler 
and young Eva Fowler’s first-

ever salmon (4 lb, fresh-run, in 
Gardener’s, which she was 
pleased to return).

Braelangwell reported 
nine in the first week of August 
(between minus 6 in and plus  
9 in) for Lucy Bardwell’s party, 
including three to Andrew Venn 
and a brace (better 13 lb in 
Upper Craigs) for Ellie Venn. The 
following week (between minus 
3 in and 5 ft – three days were 
on the high side) the Gardner 
party had 14, including four 
(best 18 lb in Washerwoman) to 
John McCulloch and four (all, 
best 14 lb, in quick succession in 
the tail of Miller’s) to Rex 
Wilkinson. In the hot, low 
conditions (minus 6 in to minus 
15 in) of the third week Stuart 
Gray’s party were restricted to 
one – Andrew Durward’s first-
ever salmon (3 lb, liced, in 
Burnmouth on a Hairy Mary). – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CASSLEY

THE LOWER Cassley struggled 
in the four weeks from late July. 
There were no complaints about 
the stock of fish but they simply 
were not co-operating, despite 
some major spates.

The week of July 25 
(between 2 ft 6 in and 9 in) was 
restricted to four, including one 
each for Mr Robson, Mr Prenter 
and Mr Johnstone.

The week of August 1 
(between 4 ft and 9 in) also 
produced four – one apiece for 
Dr Potts, Mr G. Barrett,  
Mr I. Barrett and Ian Hayward.

The following week (heavy 
water between 6 ft and 3 ft) 
saw a little improvement with 
seven in the book, including a 
brace each to Mr A. Chisholm 
and Mr D. Gove and one each to 
Mr D. Ross and Hugo Graesser.

The week of August 15 (low 
and hot) was limited to one: 
eight-year-old Master Edward 
Stuart-Richardson celebrated 
his first-ever salmon – 3 lb in 
the Cemetery on a Cascade 
with 1 ft 1 in on the gauge (the 
highest level of the week). – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CLYDE

SALMON FISHING really came 
to life in August. A careful eye 
had to be kept on the spinning 
marks, on United Clyde water, 
because the river level was 
constantly fluctuating above 
and below the spinning markers. 

On a good day it was not 

uncommon for an angler to bring 
three fish to the net while failing 
to make proper contact with 
several more. Most of the fish 
weighed between 4 lb and 15 lb. 
One of over 20 lb was reported 
but not confirmed. Observers 
reported that a salmon has been 
slipping through the fish pass at 
Blantyre every few seconds. 
There were also large numbers 
of fish taking the more difficult 
route up the face of the dam. 
Many of these are thought to 
have been sea-trout. 

A lot of sea-trout have been 
caught in the main river and also 
at the lower end of the River 
Avon. Work has begun to bring 
about improvements to the 
obstructions above and below 
Hamilton’s Chatelherault 
Country Park. These are the 
Ferniegair and Millheugh weirs. 
Making these weirs easier for 
the salmon to negotiate was 
one of the long-held dreams of 
James McAloon, of East 
Kilbride. He recently died just as 
the work was starting. Jim did a 
lot to protect and improve the 
Clyde and its tributaries over 
many years. He will be 
remembered by his friends as 
much as he will be mourned  
by his family.

Trout fishing had slowed 
down a lot throughout July and 
well into August. Very few fish 
over 12 inches were landed. 
What was most apparent was 
the large number of extremely 
small grayling. Thoughts were 
turning to the potential for good 
winter sport with the parents of 
these silvery fish, but the trout 
are not finished yet.

Much-needed rain, followed 
by a few warm days, was 
enough to bring the better trout 
back on the feed in the third 
week of August. Some of the 
most beautifully marked trout 
ever seen were landed from 
various parts of the Clyde. 
These weighed between 3 lb 
and 4 lb. It is good to hear that 
these fine specimens were 
almost invariably released. 
These fish are the future of the 
river – not for the sport that 
they will provide but for the 
generations they will produce 
now that they have been 
allowed to survive long enough 
to spawn.

PROSPECTS

October is an in-between 
month. Trout fishing comes 
to an end at the start and 
grayling are seldom at their 
best until the first hard 
frosts of November. This 

leaves the salmon anglers 
with a full month in which 
they have the river all to 
themselves. The closing 
weeks of the salmon 
season should produce the 
best sport of the year and 
this might make this one of 
the best since salmon 
returned to the Clyde.

Catch returns must be 
submitted to the 
appropriate clubs and 
associations by the 
beginning of November. Rod 
catches appear to be the 
only information that the 
Scottish Government will 
accept when assessing the 
health of the river. The 
enforcement of total catch-
and-release will only be 
rescinded if it can be proved 
that the category 3 
classification was 
inappropriate. Using only 
the number of salmon 
caught, without taking the 
reduction in angling effort 
into consideration, could be 
taken as proof that the 
Clyde is in decline. The poor 
science applied is 
unforgivable. –  
TOM McGREGOR.

CONON

AUGUST WAS often a struggle 
– and intensely frustrating. 
There was plenty of water, and 
fish (small grilse and coloured 
salmon) were constantly 
showing in good numbers but 
for long periods they would look 
at nothing. The maxim, coined in 
recent years, that “August is the 
new July” has lost credibility 
this summer.

On the positive side the 
count to date up through Torr 
Achilty is the highest for at least 
ten years. Whether this reflects 
the fact that the main summer 
grilse runs have reverted to  
July this year will not be  

clear until after the season.
Brahan reported 43 (three 

salmon and eight grilse on 
upper, three salmon and ten 
grilse on middle and four salmon 
and 15 grilse on lower) in the 
week of Aug 1; 23 (two salmon 
and one grilse on upper and one 
salmon and seven grilse on 
middle and five salmon and 
eight grilse on lower) in the 
week of Aug 8; and 29 (three 
salmon and eight grilse on 
upper, one salmon and two 
grilse on middle and one salmon 
and 14 grilse on lower) in the 
week of Aug 15.

One first-ever salmon was 
celebrated – by Miss Phyllida 
Taylor (3 lb on a Red Frances in 
the Sluggan Flats on the lower 
beat on August 19).

At Lower Fairburn the first 
week of August (between  
1 ft 5 in and 1 ft 9 in on the 
gauge) generated five, the best 
a 7 lb salmon to Charles 
Lambert in Rowans. The 
following week (between  
1 ft 5 in and 2 ft 6 in and cooler) 
produced 19, including seven 
(best 16 lb in Tommy’s) to Alan 
Bartley and one at 18 lb in the 
Plock to Sam Porter. The hot 
week of Aug 15 (between  
1 ft 7 in and 2 ft) was restricted 
to four; the highlight was ten-
year-old Freddy Sullivan’s 
first-ever salmon – 7 lb in Teal 
on a Kinermony Killer.

Below the dam catches 
slowed significantly during 
August. Upper Fairburn added 
ten in the first three weeks; over 
this period Coul had 20. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CREE  AND 
BLADNOCH

THE WEATHER in August was 
fairly unsettled, which provided 
several rises in water for the 
Cree. The Bladnoch missed 
most of the rain, and levels 
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but many of the grilse were 
under 3 lb, and one  
only 1 lb 8 oz.

The lower beats of the Cree 
have reported many salmon 
showing in the pools, while 
upstream on the Minnoch, grilse 
appear to outnumber the bigger 
fish. Fish are being reported 
throughout the river to 
Kirriereoch Bridge in greater 
numbers than have been seen 
for many years. If conditions 
prevail, we can look forward to 
a good end to the season.

It is particularly 
disappointing that fewer 
anglers are fishing on the 
Bladnoch and the lower beats of 
the Cree, when there are plenty 
of fish in the river and rods are 
available. Some beat owners 
have lost parties of regular 
anglers, which they believe is 
due to 100 per cent catch- and-
release regulations.  – D. A. B.

DEVERON 

JULY ENDED with most beats 
posting some salmon and higher 
beats faring better as the fish 
ran through on decent water 
levels. Upper Netherdale had 
at least one fish every day, B. 
Burgess landed a 12 lb fish at 

Mountblairy, and one upper 
beat had nine sea-trout and five 
salmon for the week.

On Monday, Aug 1 more fish 
were caught, Upper Netherdale 
having four grilse, Mountblairy 
two and two salmon, Dunlugas
two grilse, Forglen an 11 lb 
salmon, and Castle Water, 
Huntly four sea-trout to 9 lb  
and one grilse.

Heavy rain and thunder on 
Wednesday afternoon brought 
up the river to 2 ft 6 in by 
midnight. Thursday saw levels 
down to 2 ft but it rained all day 
and we were back up again to  
2 ft 6 in on Friday, August 5. 

On Saturday, Aug 6 the river 
was fishable, at 1 ft 9 in. Mr 
Michie reports that Dunlugas 
was hard going to begin with 
and then his party was flooded 
off, though his eight-year-old 
granddaughter, Esmie, fished for 
around ten minutes and landed 
an 8 lb salmon.

A 17 lb fish came off 
Laithers and a 15 lb fish fell to 
R. Miller at Marnoch as 
reports were of a large number 
of grilse running on the 
Saturday.  Higher up, Avochie
reported three salmon, two 
grilse, three sea-trout and a 3 lb 
brownie, young Max Wilson 

catching his first-ever fish on fly 
at 4 lb. He also landed the 
biggest salmon, 10 lb, for the 
week on a spinner so his first 
two salmon will be memorable. 
Eden reported five grilse, two 
salmon and five sea-trout.

The week of Aug 8 started 
with levels around 8 in. 
Ardmiddle reported three fish 

to 9 lb for R. Breakell, and 
Dunlugas had a 14 lb salmon 
and three grilse. Levels dropped 
away to plus one inch by 
Wednesday and lower beats 
such as Forglen reported fish 
at 14 lb and on Wednesday 
afternoon five grilse and  
a 10 lb salmon. 

Rain all day on Thursday 
brought the river up to 1 ft 10 in 
overnight and then it rose again 
on Friday and was coloured.

Higher beats did reasonably 
well, Lower Netherdale 
reporting numbers in the 30s for 
the week. Despite the  
loss of fishing to the rise, 
Forglen ended on 12 salmon  
for the week.

Levels ran just above normal 
for the week of Aug 15 and 
Mountblairy had a salmon  
and a sea-trout, plus two 
salmon lost, and Marnoch one 
10 lb salmon. Then bright 
sunshine and temperatures 
around 22 deg C reduced 
catches and most anglers 
struggled. The rise in levels the 
previous week seemed to drag 
all the fish well up the  
system and very few were  
seen for the first  
time since May.

Levels are now just below 
normal as I write (Aug 22) and 
although there is some rain 
forecast for Tuesday night it 
does not look as though it will 
hit the catchment but we will 
wait and see. Two weeks 
without a rise in water levels 
will be something new  
for us this season.

Fishing is still available on a 
daily or weekly basis until the 
end of the season.  
Contact Frank at Henderson’s 
Country Sports on  
01888 562 428. –  
F. R. H.

FINDHORN

GOOD RUNS continued through 
most of August. Weatherwise it 
was a very mixed bag with no 
prolonged low water although 
intense heat was an issue  
in the third week.

On the Forres AA stretch 
many fishers shared in the 
spoils, particularly the (plentiful) 
grilse. Some large salmon were 
also landed, including one  
well over 20 lb.

Sea-trout fishers have had a 
leanish time but good fish are 
still being seen and caught in 
Findhorn Bay. Beyond the bay 
large mackerel shoals seemed 
to be the main focus of 
attention for the local seal 
population.

Upstream of the Forres AA 
water, Altyre and Darnaway
picked up the occasional fish 
when conditions allowed in the 
first three weeks of August, 
recording totals for this period 
of 11 and ten respectively; 
Glenferness averaged ten per 
week over the same period. At 
Altyre, in the heatwave third 
week, 13-year-old Edward 
Greaves achieved his first-ever 
salmon – a sea-liced 3 lb grilse 
in the tail of the Palamore pool.

At Lethen the week of 
August 1 produced 24 fish. On 
Daltra the Waddington party 
landed ten, including four (best 
13 lb) to Matthew Waddington, 
a brace each to John 
Waddington and Adrian 
Ormerod and Nikki 
Waddington’s first-ever salmon 
(3 lb in the Loop). On Dunearn
the Habershon party netted 14, 
including four to Stephen 
Habershon, three to Tony 
Benson and David Cooper’s 
first-ever salmon (9 lb in the tail 
of Polnachesse).

In the yo-yoing water of the 
week of August 8 another 24 
were logged. On Dunearn Jamie 
Forbes’s party had six, split 
between the host (best 12 lb in 
Gaffer’s) and Tim Ross. Daltra/
Altnahara yielded 12, including 
five (best 14 lb in Maharaja 
Runs) to Mark Lloyd and four 
(two at 12 lb each) to Keith 
Wallington. Local rods on 
Altnahara landed six, including 
a brace to Paul Kelly, bringing 
his tally from the beat to 100 
since he first fished it in 1985.

Heatwave conditions in the 
week of August 15 restricted 
the catch to four, with  
Charles Tait’s first Findhorn fish 
(on Dunearn) and three to  
Stuart Fell on Daltra.

In the previous issue I 

Higher beats 
on Deveron  
do best in  
high water

remained fairly low until the 
21st, when a 3 ft rise brought in 
a run of fish and some  
welcome sport.

The Bladnoch has been 
lightly fished so far this season.

Kirwaugh had one 3 lb 
grilse for the month, Mochrum 
Park eight fish to 9 lb, and 
Kirkcowan Angling Club on 
the Tarff a coloured 4 lb grilse.

On the Cree, Newton 
Stewart Angling Association 
has fewer members fishing this 
season, although a number of 
regulars are having  
good catches.

Rod numbers are also down 
on Linloskin, and consequently 
catches are lower than at this 
time last year. Owner Jamie 
Hyslop says lots of good fish are 
showing in the pools, including 
significant numbers of larger 
sea-trout.  

In the week of Aug 15 
Machermore had one 5 lb 
grilse, NSAA 11 fish to 12 lb, 
Linloskin one salmon of 13 lb, 
and Galloway Estate
eight to 8 lb.

 Fishing effort has been 
maintained up on the Minnoch, 
and Glentrool Estate caught 
28 salmon and grilse in August. 
The best fish weighed 12 lb 8 oz, 
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A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Tillmouth, River Tweed
The Tillmouth fishings extend for 4.14 miles of single, English bank, downstream from Coldstream 
Bridge and are sheltered by a series of spectacular cliffs and wooded banks, which provide a haven 
for wildlife. For the fisherman the beat offers privacy and seclusion. 
Tillmouth enjoys prolific runs of salmon throughout the Tweed’s ten-month season and its 22 main 
holding pools offer both good high- and low-water fishing. Depending on river levels, most of the 
pools offer easy wading from accessible banks, but Tillmouth has 12 boats spread between  
all its main pools. 
Day-tickets for salmon cost from £185.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tweed/Tillmouth



detailed a flash-flood episode 
that exemplified how sections 
of the Findhorn can be very 
dangerous indeed. Video 
footage taken by Roddy Forbes 
can now be seen via the Cawdor 
Estate website; click on the 
Twitter link and the entry for 
August 12. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

FORSS

THIS REPORT covers the period 
July 25-Aug 20. During the first 
three weeks we had excellent 
fishing conditions with plenty of 
rain and the gauge at Sea pool 
bridge never falling below 8.5 
inches. As a result, 83 fish were 
landed, with good contributions 
from all four beats. 

Weather conditions changed 
in the week beginning Aug 14 
with bright sunshine for the first 
part and the river eventually 
falling to 5 in on the gauge. Only 
five fish were recorded for the 
week. There is little or no rain 
forecast for the immediate 
future so anglers may find it 
difficult, although there are 
plenty of fish in the system. The 
main run of fish appears to have 
taken place and new arrivals are 
now entering in dribs and drabs.

Successful anglers with two 
or more fish were:  D. Carlisle, 
eight to 14 lb; T. Nixon, three to 
4 lb; K. Drewett, five to 4 lb 8 oz; 
A. Rogers, four to 4 lb 8 oz;  
N. Hall, 28 to 12 lb (over three 
weeks); C. Bloomfield, two to  
4 lb; D. Martin four to 10 lb;  
D. Hardcastle ten to 8 lb; L.
Robertson, 14 to 10 lb; and  
R. Packard two to 6 lb. – 
MICHAEL WYCHERLEY.

FORTH 

SOME SALMON and grilse were 
caught at Cambusmore on the 
Teith during the first half of 
August. These were a mixture 
of coloured fish and fresh grilse. 
Further up on the Leny, six 
salmon were caught in two days 
during the week of Aug 15. Day 
permits for salmon fishing on 
Stirling Council beats finishes at 
the end of August, and it will be 
season permit holders only 
thereafter; day trout permits are 
still available until the end of 
the trout season.

The River Carron has been 
very low for most of the season 
and this has not encouraged the 
salmon or sea-trout to run. 
Given reasonable rain, our main 
run should appear in September 
and October. A number of 
salmon to 10 lb and sea-trout to 

3 lb have been recorded so far, 
but as usual it is our excellent 
brown trout that have created 
the bulk of the sport to date.

The Allan Water has had 
successive small floods that 
have brought in a good number 
of salmon and grilse and these 
are now well distributed 
throughout the river. Some fresh 
sea-trout are also still coming in 
on each flood. With the river at 
a good fishing height, anglers 
are enjoying excellent sport and 
members have reported more 
than 80 fish caught to date, the 
best a 14-pounder. Fresh fish 
are expected now to come into 
the river on every flood and if 
we get suitable water the 
prospects for a good back-end 
look excellent. The Allan Water 
Angling Improvement 
Association offers some 15 
miles of fishing and still has 
vacancies on its membership 
list and new members are 
always welcome. Permits to fish 
the Allan can be obtained by 
visiting www.
allanwaterangling.com and 
these can be purchased on-line. 
Day permits can also be 
purchased from Angling Active 
retail tackle outlet in Stirling.

Fishing on the Devon has 
been slow for migratory species 
as the water remains low. Sea-
trout have entered the system 
but few have been caught, and 
the grilse run has not been in 
evidence. Improvements to fish- 
passage were undertaken last 
year and electro-fishing is 
continuing to ascertain the 
success of these projects. 
Permits can be obtained for the 
river and Glequey via www.
devonanglingassociation.org.uk 
– FORTH FISHERIES TEAM.

HALLADALE

WHILE CATCHES in late July 
and the first three weeks of 
August were generally 
substantial, the dwindling 
number of sea-liced fish was 
further evidence that the main 
grilse runs this year were 
largely complete by mid July – 
historically the normal pattern 
until very recent years.

The week of July 25 
(between 1 ft and 3 in) produced 
58, split fairly evenly among the 
parties; of the total, 15 were 
sea-liced (in my previous report 
I had noted, with some surprise, 
that the catch of 24 in the week 
of July 18 included none that 
was liced). Five first-ever 
salmon were celebrated (all on 
orange tubes) – by Penny 

Thompson (5 lb in McBeth’s), 
Wendy Hall (3 lb in Forsinain), 
Chris Whiley (5 lb in Craggie 
pool), Nigel Thompson  
(6 lb in Craggie pool) and Jackie 
Foster (5 lb in Harpers).

The total for July was 240.
Fifty-one fish (including 

seven liced) were recorded in 
the week of August 1 (between 
3 in and 1 ft 3 in) including 30 for 
the Fraser party (two beats),  
15 for the Bighouse party and 
three for Mr and Mrs Prankell.

In the second week of 
August (between 3 in and 2 ft) 
the score of 118 (six liced) was 
the highest of the season so far. 
The Fraser party (two beats) 
landed 59, the Rutter party 22 
and the Bighouse party 37 – the 
latter included first-ever fish for 
Judy Pounds (5 lb in Forsinain on 
an orange tube) and Cara 
Sinclair (4 lb in Gracie’s  
on an orange tube).

The third week of August 
(between 9 in and 2 in, with big 
tides but hot and sticky) was a 
reality check with 18 (one liced) 
in the book; for extended 
periods the fish refused to react 
to anything. Callum Cheape’s 
party caught eight, the Hall 
party five and the Annesley 
party four. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

HELMSDALE

AS AUGUST progressed, it was 
clear that the grilse had indeed 
come early (compared to recent 
years). The main runs had been 
in July and by August numbers 
of fresh-run fish fell away 
rapidly. By the third week of 
August they were few and far 
between and largely limited to 
the beats just above the tide.

In terms of catches, the last 
week of July produced around 
50 on the beats; water levels 
were ideal but fish were 
strangely reluctant to take.

The first two weeks of 
August both generated catches 
of just over 100 on the beats – 
good but by no means 
exceptional fishing. The hot 
third week was difficult, with no 
more than two score on the 

beats. As I write, on the 25th, a 
good flood is required to  
stir up the residents.

This year’s grilse have been 
in good condition although 
many have been very small. 
There have been few summer 
salmon. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

LAKE  OF 
MENTEITH

THE CORMORANT is the 
favourite fly at the moment, 
fished in a variety of ways, 
though perhaps a long sink-tip 
with two or three Cormorants 
suspended by a Booby is the 
deadliest. A lot of fry-feeders 
are in evidence, but they are 
difficult to tempt and appear 
fearless of man and boat  
when on the chase.

Towards the end of 
September sport can be quite 
prolific and favoured areas at 
this time of year are Kate’s Brae, 
Shear Point, Lochend and 
Gateside. Boats become a little 
less hard to come by and the 
fish won’t be deep. In the latter 
half of October the exclusion 
zone around the holding pens is 
removed, and this is eagerly 
awaited by some of the big-fish 
hunters. This year the maximum 
fly-size rule was removed – and 
this has been well received. – 
Q. G.

LOMOND  
AND  LEVEN

LOW WATER on the Leven in 
late July and early August only 
lasted long enough to allow 
another successful clean-up of 
the river to take place. This time 
attention was paid to the lower 
section below Renton, where 
among other things two boats, 
numerous traffic cones, a 
selection of carpets, a computer 
and a safe (unfortunately 
empty) were removed. Access 

points were strimmed and 
awkward bushes and  
trees trimmed.  

The Leven barrage gates 
were lowered on August 8 and 
high water persisted for just 
over three weeks. Catches were 
steady, sea-trout, grilse and 
salmon coming off in 
reasonable numbers and plenty 
more fish were seen making the 
short swim from the estuary to 
Loch Lomond. As is normal for 
this time of year, catches on the 
loch were more sporadic, 
though the occasional salmon 
was reported. By the end of the 
month sea-trout catches were 
starting to pick up. 

With the rain and the extra 
water at the beginning of 
August anglers again recorded 
fish from the main tributaries, 
although as the rain dried up in 
the second half of the month  
so did the catches.

There are still plenty of fresh 
sea-trout in the estuary and 
September can often produce 
good sport when the water 
temperatures begin to dip. 
Interestingly, the estuary was 
also reported to be full of 
shrimp, which bodes well for 
the sea-trout population and at 
the end of the month shoals of 
small mackerel were as far 
upstream as Dumbarton. – 
RENNA.

NAIRN

THE LAST week of July on the 
Nairn AA waters produced a 
few reasonably sized grilse, 
between 4 lb and 6 lb. On the 
29th Adrian Ormerod and Davie 
Mackintosh had a brace each, 
while Paul Wilson and Gordon 
Rennie also landed one each. On 
the 30th Charlie Black caught 
fish of 3 lb and 5 lb at 
Kildrummie.

One or two fish were 
intercepted as they ran in the 
low water but on the 4th there 

“Substantial” 
salmon 
catches on 
Halladale
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Willie Gunn Samurai
Tube Medium black FITS and fluoro orange X-small FITS tubing  Body Rear, bare tube,  

followed by mirage tinsel, “Alta Gold” Holo SSS braid, “Magma Yellow”, “Hot orange in flames”  
and “Octopussy red” SSS glitz dubbing. In smaller sizes use SSS dubbing behind the wing 

and glitz in front  Wing White underwing, black overwing. Wing should be tied with long, straight soft 
fibres to get the slim profile only on the top of the fly.  Cheeks Jungle cock  Hackle Two turns of  

black soft hackle or mini marabou  Cone X-small black FITS turbo

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH
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was a 1.1 m spate which 
brought in a good influx of fish, 
mostly grilse. Catches were too 
numerous to mention and a few 
anglers had two or three fish in 
a day. One or two salmon were 
around and Thomas Lobar 
landed one of 15 lb at Howford.

On the 8th another spate, 
which reached 0.89 m on the 
Firhall gauge, brought in more 
fish. Many rods were successful 
and quite a few had two or more 
for their day, the Kildrummie 
area being particularly 
productive. As the water 
dropped back, the low-water 
specialists continued to 
increase their scores.

A 1 m spate on the 11th 
accelerated sport again and 
along with numerous grilse a 
few large fish were landed, with 
a 17 lb-pounder, unfortunately 
diseased, to Jake Stevens and 
one of the same size but in 
excellent condition returned by 
visitor Mr Dott. Another angler 
had a brace at 9 lb and 7 lb and 
Charlie Walker, whose season 
had hitherto been 
unremarkable, had a sparkling 
afternoon’s sport with five sea-
liced grilse around 4 lb.

Towards the middle of the 
month the level dropped to 
summer low and although odd 
fish were still making their way 
upriver most seemed to be 
small grilse of around 2 lb. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

NESS

THE CONSENSUS was that 
August was disappointing after 
what had been an encouraging 
July, including good numbers of 
good-quality summer salmon. 
The run of grilse seen towards 
the end of July seemed  

to peter out fairly quickly.
Inverness Angling Club 

members and visitors continued 
to pick away on the Town 
Water and by August 22 the 
season’s tally was up to 90.

At Ness Castle the first 
week of August produced two – 
4 lb in the Black Stream to 
Branson Atterbury and 20 lb 
(liced) in the Black Stream on an 
Ally to Ewan Manson. The 
second week yielded 12 for the 
Harwood party, including six to 
John Harwood and one at 13 lb 
in the Black Stream to John 
Edwards. The third week 
generated eight for the Young 
party, including an 8 lb salmon 
in the Black Stream on a 
Wilkinson Shrimp to Maureen 
Birkett and 14-year-old  
Zoe Young’s first fly-caught 

salmon (8 lb in the  
Black Stream on an Ally).

Dochfour reported nine in 
the first week of August 
(between minus 4 in and plus  
2 in) – three in a day (best 22 lb 
in Burnmouth) to Donald 
MacLachlan, a brace each to 
John Reynolds (better 13 lb in 
Tail of the Island) and Fraser 
Paterson and one each to Ken 
Bird and Graham Mackenzie. 
The second week  
(between 9 in and 14 in) was 
limited to four – a brace  
at 17 lb and 14 lb (both in 

Culbuie) to Alan Bowkett and 
one each to James 
Wotherspoon and Grant 
Sutherland. The third week 
(between 9 in and minus 1 in) 
had seven entries in  
the book (two fresh-run) with 
four to Martin Blackhurst and 
one apiece to Graham 
Mackenzie, Gordon Fleetwood 
(14 lb in Culbuie) and  
Grant Sutherland.

I have now received  
catch details for the River  
Garry for July – 10 lb to  
Kevin Reed from Estuary bank 
on fly, 14 lb to Peter Bowling 
from Estuary bank on fly,  
7 lb to Stephen Sage from 
Estuary bank on a Salmo,  
24 lb to John Pargeter from 
Estuary bank on a Flying C  
and 7 lb to Sean Gillon  
from Big Crooked on fly  
while fishing for trout. 

August returns up  
to the 25th were: 13 lb to 
Stephen Sage on the  
9th from Loch Oich on a  
Salmo, 16 lb to Stephen Sage  
on the 10th from Estuary bank 
on a Salmo, 18 lb and  
6 lb to Dr Andrew Sage on the 
20th from Big Crooked on a 
Flying C and 8 lb to  
Dr Andrew Sage on the 23rd 
from Estuary bank  
on a Salmo. 

It was very noteworthy how 
few boats were out on  
Loch Ness. The odd fish was 
reported – mainly on the  
south side. Mr Prentagast’s 
party had three in a week in 
early August at 6 lb, 8 lb  
and 12 lb, followed by  
two small grilse towards  
the end of the month (all from 
close to Fort Augustus). Neil 
Porter landed a brace of grilse  
in mid August. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

NITH

DURING THE very unsettled 
weather in the last week of July 
five salmon to 12 lb and six sea-
trout to 3 lb were landed at 
Dalswinton. Considering the 
weather and river conditions, 
this was a very good  
catch indeed.

Three days into August and 
down came the rain again. 
During the first couple of days, 
while the river was reasonably 
steady, fish were seen heading 
upstream. At Barndennoch, 
keeper Howard Rankine landed 
two new fish of 12 lb and 6 lb 
while his helper, Mick McGlone, 
had another of 12 lb on worm. 
Harold Critchlow also fished 
worm to take fish of 12 lb and  
6 lb. Opposite at Closeburn 
Castle Roger Simpson grassed 
another fresh fish of 9 lb on fly 
at Porters. DGAA had three 
salmon of 18 lb, 8 ln 8 oz and  
6 lb, with a 8 lb fish coming  
off Rosehill. 

There wa a big, dirty rise on 
Aug 4 but anglers were soon 
back on the river. At Closeburn 
Castle Howard Rankine took 
five sea-trout on spinner, and 
visiting angler Ian Cox had an  
8 lb salmon on a Cascade at the 
end of the week. Friars Carse 
had nine fish in three days, 
including fish of 6 lb and 8 lb for 
first-timer Daniel Williams. Alan 
Gray and Cath Behan both 
caught 11 lb fish, and Roger 
Sunderland had three to 14 lb. 
Most of these fell to a Toby. 
Blackwood had three  
good fish at this time –  
18 lb,15 lb and 7 lb.

The river was beginning to 
settle again but rain in the hills 
brought up the level again and 
as I write (Aug 22) more rain is 
falling. – ED BAXTER.

NORTH  ESK 

THE RIVER was low for much of 
August, and only a few sharp 
rises brought fish in fish. For 
sheer numbers the catches of 
finnock on Kinnaber have been 
the feature on the month. 
Catches of some 150 per week 
make pleasant reading as it 
takes many of us older people 
back to the days of plenty, and 
the number of finnock  
in tidal water is the best  
for many moons.

On Aug 22 and 23 
Canterland and Gallery
produced three fish each and 
the rest of the river was quiet. 
The previous week saw Gallery 
with two fish, Kinnaber three, 
Canterland two and a sprinkling 
of sea-trout spread throughout 
the lower river. Pert, too, has 
been quieter on days of very low 
flow, but Aug 19 and 20 
produced eight and five fish in 
better water. Two young 
gentlemen from Arbroath,  
K. and A. Taylor, had a 9 lb 
salmon and a 3 lb sea-trout in 
the Boat pool, and Chris Colvin 
from Houston, Renfrewshire 
had a 20 lb beauty from the 
Luther pool. It was a first 
salmon for K. Niven from 
Callander with a 9 lb fish, again 
from the Luther pool. The beat 
held a charity day in aid of the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Fund. Six rods were auctioned 
and the lucky angler on the day 
was E. Cameron from Finzean, 
Aberdeenshire, who had 
another 9 lb fish from the Luther 
pool. This pool, at the meeting 
of the North Esk and the Luther, 
has been fishing so well this 
year due to the vast 
improvement in flow after the 
deluge in the spring. The whole 
beat is nearing last season’s 

Ness salmon 
disappoint 
after July’s 
good catches
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between salmon and grilse  
with very few sea-liced)  
were landed, with 19 to Nick 
Hood’s party (best 18 lb to the 
host from the right bank of the 
Junction with 4 ft 6 in on the 
gauge, followed by 24 lb to Bill 
Hood from the same spot ten 
minutes later), 24 to John 
Green’s party, 14 to William 
Godman Dorrington’s party and 
17 to Andrew Douglas Miller’s 
party (including four to Robert 
Rattray in three days and six, 
best 15 lb in the Junction, to 
Wilf Douglas Miller).

The third week began  
well enough with 2 ft on the 
gauge; seven were caught on 
the Monday, including a brace  
in the Junction to Bill Jack, a 
brace on Beat 4 to Peter 
Jenkinson and a grilse in the 
Duck Pond to Nick Mattingley. 
Thereafter the only success 
was when Peter Jenkinson  
had another in Langwell Ford 
with just 6 in on the gauge.  
By Aug 22 the level was  
off the gauge.

On the Upper Oykel the  
four weeks from July 25 yielded 
26 (including four to James 
Miller), 15 (including three to 
Mrs Diana Vaughan and one at 
12 lb in the Alder to T. Godman 
Dorrington), 32 (including 13, 
best 14 lb, to Richard Sankey 
and one at 14 lb to Trish Sankey) 
and five respectively.

It is interesting or amusing to 
note just how closely, over the 
four weeks in question, catches 
on the upper tracked those on 
the lower, with the upper beats 
consistently landing some 50 
per cent of what the lower 
beats achieved. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

SHIN

WHILE THERE was one 
excellent week (the best of the 
season to date), for the most 
part August on the Lower Shin 

beginning Aug 15 was the 
poorest this season for 
Grimersta with five grilse 
recorded, two of them  
by J. Scott. –  
DONNIE MACIVER.

OYKEL

IT IS probably fair to say that, 
given the frequency of high and 
very high water (and the number 
of fish in evidence) from late 
July to mid August, the Lower 
Oykel underperformed. One 
might reasonably have 
expected at least one 100-plus 
week but as it was the average 
for the three weeks from July 25 
was 50 – entirely reasonable 
but not exceptional fishing.

The last week of July (10 in to 
3 ft 3 in to 2 ft 4 in) produced 47, 
mainly grilse. Graham Ferguson 
landed his 1,000th salmon – a  
3 lb grilse in the George.  
Richard Sankey had ten (best  
15 lb in the Island). The Palmer 
party netted eight, including 
Geoffrey Palmer’s nine-year-old 
granddaughter Martha’s  
first-ever salmon (3 lb in  
Washer Woman).

The Lower Oykel’s total for 
July was 253 (54 salmon and 
199 grilse) plus 103 sea-trout.

The first week of August (up 
and down between 3 ft and 1 ft 
4 in) generated 35 entries 
(including six salmon) in the 
book. Cleeves Palmer caught 
seven grilse on Beat 1 on the 
Monday morning. Sir Seton 
Wills banked five (best 12 lb  
in the Duck Pond). Harry  
Oldham had four (best 14 lb  
in the Rock).

The second week of  
August had an autumnal  
feel with copious volumes of 
water (from 5 ft 3 in to 2 ft 6 in 
to 1 ft 5 in to 5 ft 9 in to 4 ft 6in), 
flooding the road by the  
Bailey Bridge on three  
separate occasions. Seventy 
fish (split fairly evenly  

Nick Le Rougetel had several 
fish, including a 7 lb salmon 
from Alport, a 5 lb grilse from 
Shipton and two smaller grilse 
from the Long pool. R. Upton, 
who had never fished for 
salmon before, landed two 
grilse from the Junction and 
Landslip pools. P. Bartlett had 
fish of 4 lb and 6 lb from 
Jumbo’s Point and Alport, while 
G. Bounds landed two grilse 
from Sea Trout pool and Alport 
on a Black-and-yellow 
conehead. J. Brown had two 
grilse from Loch Macleod on a 
Clan Chief and Skelpick Shrimp, 
G. Duncan two on Loch Beag on 
a Muddler, D. M. Macdonald 
and J. Macleod had one each on 
Loch Tarbert on Stoat’s Tails, 
and I. Mackenzie had a grilse on 
Loch Tarbert on a Calvin’s 
Shrimp. The Garynahine waters 
were lightly fished in the week 
beginning Aug 15. L. Locke had 
two grilse from the Tagging pool 
on a Calvin’s Shrimp conehead, 
N. Morrison and his wife, 
Heather, had a fish each (7 lb 
and 4 lb) from the Boat pool and 
Shipton, both on a Mistress 
Beth tube-fly, and G. Mackenzie 
landed a grilse from Little Rocky 
on a Calvin’s Shrimp.

Four salmon were recorded 
from the Creed Fishery in the 
first week of August, junior 
member C. Millar landing a 4 lb 
grilse on worm from Beat 2 on 
Aug 4 and one of 6 lb from Beat 
1 on Aug 6; and R. Bell had a 4 lb 
grilse from Loch an Ois on Aug 4 
on a Sunray Shadow. The week 
beginning Aug 8 produced 11 
salmon, one of which was 
caught by junior member Tommy 
Black, who landed his first-ever 
fly-caught salmon –a 4 lb grilse 
from Beat 1 on a conehead. The 
previous Saturday Tommy had 
lost two but still persisted with 
the fly. The heaviest salmon 
from the Creed in August was a 
10 lb hen fish from Beat 2 
caught on a Calvin’s Shrimp by 
R. Bell. Visiting angler, Sanjay 
Sabharwal, landed his first 
Hebridean salmon – a 3 lb grilse 
on a Park Shrimp in the  
Arnish Bridge pool.

Grimersta rods recorded 28 
salmon and grilse in the first 
three weeks of August, the best 
of which was an 8 lb cock fish 
from the Bridge pool on a 
Cascade caught by S. Hodges. 
Lord Cobham released two 4 lb 
grilse for his week, N. 
Bagshawe salmon of 7 lb and  
4 lb, B. Lovering a brace of grilse 
on Loch One, and A. Mitchell a 
brace of grilse from the river on 
a Blue Elver. The week 

great day wading there, with 11 
fish over  
11 inches and the best at  
1 lb 6 oz. Most were on Hogs 
and Mosaic Butcher. 

Out on Sanday, Adam 
Sandilands enjoyed good sport 
on Bea Loch, with five fish for 
16 lb, including specimens of  
4 lb and 4 lb 8 oz. By the end of 
August the water in Bea Loch 
remained crystal clear but very 
few fish were being caught. – 
M. A. R. 

OUTER 
HEBRIDES

LIGHT WINDS and bright 
sunshine in the first and third 
weeks of August made salmon 
and sea-trout fishing extremely 
difficult … and as for the 
midges! However, the second 
week of the month saw several 
rises in water levels, as well as 
reasonable winds, which helped 
increase catches, although, as I 
write, with nine days of the 
month to go, catches for  
August are well below the  
five-year average.

The Coats party encountered 
tough weather conditions 
during their August visit to 
Amhuinnsuidhe, resulting in 
two grilse and 23 sea-trout. The 
best sea trout weighed 4 lb 8 oz, 
landed by Mr Muirhead on a 
Silver Stoat. The week 
beginning Aug 8 saw the Cowan 
party in residence, and they 
landed nine grilse to 4 lb 8 oz 
and 34 sea-trout to 6 lb 8 oz. Top 
rod for the week was Mr Patrick 
with three grilse and 11 sea-
trout and Mr Wignall landed 
two nice sea-trout (5 lb 10 oz 
and 6 lb 8 oz) on consecutive 
days. The week beginning  
Aug 15 was lightly fished, but 
those few rods that did fish 
landed four grilse to 5 lb and  
13 sea-trout to 3 lb.

Garynahine had a 
disappointing start to August, 
the first week producing two 
salmon. Several rises in water 
helped produce a much-
improved week (Aug 8- 3) with 
24 salmon and grilse recorded: 

total catch and David Swanston 
is delighted to see a release 
figure of nearly 80 per cent.

Several other beats have not 
appeared in the returns, which 
means that many fish have now 
found their way to Glen Lethnott 
and Glen Esk and are nearing 
the major spawning areas  
of the system.

With a bit of water this could 
well be a record back-end. – 
WESTIE.

ORKNEY

A WEEK of strong winds and 
rain severely hampered sport on 
all the main lochs. Boats were 
unable to get out and large 
areas were coloured up and 
virtually unfishable. Harray
was particularly affected but on 
such a large piece of water 
there was always a clear corner 
somewhere that could produce. 
Allan Liddle certainly found a 
fishy spot, and enjoyed some 
cracking sport with brownies to 
3 lb on Half Hogs and dry-flies. 
On either side of the 
unseasonable gales, Harray 
fished well. Hogs on the top 
way out in open water did the 
business for some, and fast 
sinkers with mini lures produced 
for others. Some of the better 
baskets included 13 for  
9 lb 11 oz for Neil Chalmers; nine 
for 6 lb 5 oz for Billy Thomson; 
seven for 6 lb 2 oz for  
Norman Irvine; and nine for 6 lb 
for Sandy McConnachie.  

Swannay fished quite well 
and the fish were in better 
condition than earlier in the 
season. A trickle of terrestrials 
kept the odd fish looking up, 
while daphnia encouraged fish 
to shoal in the open water. A 
mix of tactics, with floating 
lines, dry-flies and Hogs plus 
sinkers and mini lures ensured 
success for some. Baskets 
included ten for 8 lb 14 oz for 
Norman Irvine; nine for 7 lb 2 oz 
for Kenny Adam; nine for  
6 lb 10 oz for Stewart Wood; 
and nine for 6 lb 1 oz for Kevin 
Muir. Fly patterns included Hogs 
in orange, fiery brown and 
claret, Ace of Spades  
and Montana.

Boardhouse was the scene 
of a tragedy when two anglers 
drowned while out for an 
evening on the loch.  
Our deepest sympathy  
goes out to the bereaved 
relatives and friends.   

Kirbister continued to 
surprise anglers with good 
numbers of decent fish. 
Malcolm Russell enjoyed a 

Hebridean 
catches well 
down on five-
year average



F I SH I NG  R E P ORT S Scotland

was hard going; fish were 
present in fair numbers but still 
strangely dour.

The first week (4 in above 
compensation level) produced 
11. Willie Darragh’s party had 
six – four (best 11 lb in Hardings) 
to the host and one each to 
Trevor Gough and Nigel Gough. 
Helen Island’s party caught four 
– three to Sally Tucker and one 
to Di Theaker. John McRorie 
banked one on the Day Water.

The week of Aug 8 (1 ft 
dropping to compensation 
midweek, lifting to 3 in on the 
Saturday – good water and cool 
weather) restored some 
confidence with 32 in the book. 
Caroline Hill’s party landed 18, 
with three (best 14 lb in Robert’s 
Run) to the host, nine (best 20 lb 
in the Long and 20 lb in the 
Round) to Peter Hill and six (best 
14 lb in the Boat) to David Allan. 
Andrew Douglas Miller’s party 
netted 14, with three (best 24 lb 
in Farm) to the host, three to 
Patrick Fothringham, a brace 
(better 12 lb in the Long) to Sean 
Bythell and five to Robbie Elliot.

In the third week 
(compensation, very warm and 
an east wind) Charlie Johnston’s 
party picked up eight, with five 
(best 17 lb in Farm) to the host, a 
brace to Alex Johnston and one 
to Philip Lewis. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

SOUTH  ESK

THE RIVER has been mainly low 
but small rises have encouraged 
fish to come in. The lower 
beats, while seeing fish, are not 
holding them, and it is difficult 
to ascertain just what, if any, 
improvement there is to stocks 
in this the first year of no 
netting. However, I keep 
hearing of good stocks in the 
waters fished by the Kirriemuir 
Angling Club in Glen Clova, but 
there is a reluctance in that area 
to supply any real numbers. If 
the situation is that fish are 
passing upstream very quickly, I 
do think it would be 
advantageous to have that 
knowledge and to ask why. 

It was reported that a young 
lady, Daisy McEwan, landed a 
sea-trout in the Crooked pool, 
while young Charlie Stewart 
also lost a salmon the same day.

Fish have indeed been thin 
on the ground on the lower 
beats – as I discovered while 
fishing the middle beat of 
Kinnaird in the first week in 
August. We had high water on 
two days which coloured very 
quickly but for the rest of the 
week fishing levels were 
excellent. I landed a fresh grilse 
in the New Cut and almost 
immediately lost another as fish 
passed me at some speed. Early 

the following morning my friend, 
Ken Mackie, hooked three in the 
Four Croys, losing two and 
landing one. I also recorded one 
of the smallest sea-trout I have 
ever seen – barely over 1 lb but 
no doubt a mature fish.

My week was spoiled by the 
sight of an enormous cock 
salmon, heavily marked with 
fungus and which has no doubt 
since died. I first saw him lying 
in slack water in the Four Croys, 
and I had to look twice before 

believing what I was seeing. I 
took a large stone as a gauge 
and found him roughly 50 inches 
long and as his condition was 
still firm his girth was 
substantial. My guess is that he 
weighed over 35 lb. 

I am deeply disappointed in 
the level of stock in the main 
river; one would have thought 
that with no nets at the 
rivermouth it would have been 
full of fish. Has conservation 
come too late? – WESTIE.

SPEY

I BEGIN  with the sad news that 
Willie Bremner – “Wink” to 
almost everyone – died 
suddenly towards the end of 
August in Dr Gray’s Hospital, 
Elgin. Wink had retired at the 
start of this season as gillie on 
the Macallan beat of the Spey. I 
am sure everyone who fished at 
Macallan or on the opposite 
bank at Craigellachie will be 
deeply saddened by the news. 
My condolences to the  
Bremner family. 

August continued the 2016 
trend of an almost weekly 3 ft 
spate. Although this suits some 
beats, others are not so happy. 
Often with these rises in the 
water peat is washed into the 
river, changing the colour from a 
nice Speyside malt to something 
approaching stout. This, 
together with the 
accompanying drop in pH puts 
the salmon off the take, and it is 
usually a few days before they 
come back on. Sticking with the 
alcohol theme Ewan Brodie 
from Lethen once compared the 
salmon run to a bottle of whisky 
and explained if you continue to 
take huge drams from it, it will 
eventually dry up.

The Spey’s catches from 
May to date have been 
excellent but they are beginning 
to dry up. There appear to be 
very few grilse this year, which 
is pretty similar to 2011. The 
river, as in 2011, is stuffed with 
salmon but they have been 
there a while and seen every 
conceivable Cascade and can 
even tell which tackle-shop they 
were bought from. It could be a 
long September!  

On the positive side this 
excellent stock of fish bodes 
well for future years, assuming 
no more massive floods, and the 
Spey always has its hatchery  
to fall back on.

Most beats are continuing to 
catch salmon and there are still 
a few fresh ones entering the 
system. The lower down the 
river you are, the better the 
chances of catching a fresh fish. 

Following last month’s report 
in which I said that the spring 
salmon catches had been 
excellent – the best for eight 
years – the sea-trout catches 
were poor, although the quality 
was better. I asked Brian Shaw, 
Spey biologist, for an 
explanation, and he explained 
that the sea-trout catch is highly 
variable, ranging from 1,192 to 
3,290 over the past ten years. 
He also pointed out that it is the 

one-winter sea-trout catch that 
appears to be poor. He 
reassured me that evidence 
from the smolt traps suggests 
that the sea-trout smolt run has 
been increasing in recent years 
and postulated that the Bertha 
spate had affected many of the 
juvenile sea-trout areas.

There have been a few 
reports of fin-clipped grilse 
caught – even one from the 
nearby Deveron! This year 
Steve Brand and his helpers of 
gillies, fishery board staff, 
proprietors and anglers have 
managed to fin-clip 77,000 fish 
to date, with the remainder to 
be completed before the end of 
August. These fish are to be 
stocked out next month 
(September). The Stocking Sub 
Committee of the Spey Fishery 
Board has decided that since 
the juvenile fry counts in the 
mainstream downstream of the 
Avon, and in the Avon itself, 
were lower than in recent years, 
fewer autumn fry will be 
stocked in the burns and instead 
will be re-allocated to the 
mainstream and the Avon.  It is 
proposed to stock about 
100,000 in the Spey and 20,000 
in the Avon. Although fry counts 
were down, the good news is 
that the parr counts were the 
highest recorded for the past 
five years. It is believed that last 
winter’s record high flows from 
the eastern tributaries were 
responsible for the lower fry 
counts. – MALCOLM 
NEWBOULD.

STINCHAR

AUGUST HAS been very 
unsettled, with the rain never 
far away. We had lots of 
freshets, which kept the fishing 
ticking over, but it was on Aug 
12 that we had our best water 
this season, with the level  
at 3 ft 6 in at Colmonell. 

Lots of fish were caught on 
Aug 12 and 13, with catches 
reported throughout the  
length of the river.

Notable catches were made 
by Charles Coltman with three 
up on Laggansarroch, John 
McCulloch had three from 
Dalreoch, and Tony Coughlan 
had four, Mel McDonald four, 
and Gordon McDermid two – all 
from Knockdolian with many 
others getting in on the action.

There were also a few big 
fish about. William Nelson from 
Kirkland, (immediately 
upstream of Minuntion) landed 
a 41-inch fish on worm and 
discovered it had a bright-red 

Huge cock 
salmon 
 found in 
South Esk
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A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Luncarty, River Tay
Luncarty is about half-a-mile long, with five named pools – Shochie Mouth, Big Stone, Eddy’s, Boat 
Hole and the Willow Tree. The mouth of the Shochie and Ordie burns come in at the top of the beat, 
making an attractive stopping off point for passing salmon and sea-trout, especially in the autumn.
The beat fishes four rods and has one boat and a fishing hut. It is good for fly-fishing and spinning 
from both bank and boat. September and October can be very productive,  
with big autumn salmon caught from both bank and boat.
Day-tickets for salmon cost from £50 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/Luncarty
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fly, tied on a silver size six treble, 
still in it. It had obviously broken 
someone as the fly had 5 ft of 
brown Maxima nylon still 
attached.

Many anglers are finding it 
difficult to get hold of a fish and 
are complaining about the lack 
of fish and the colour of the 
water. We all know this river is 
nothing like it used to be but, as 
these catches reflect, some 
great sport is still possible, 
given favourable conditions. I 
have been trying to find out why 
the water has been a lot darker 
these past few years and a 
fishery scientist suggested the 
following explanation.

Dissolved organic carbon 
(DOC) is a mix of decaying 
animal and plant products that 
is dissolved in water, and 
associated with giving a dark 
colour. DOC is produced in soils, 
particularly peatland areas, 
which are common in most river 
headwaters in Galloway  
and Ayrshire.

DOC levels will vary between 
sites and throughout the year 
are largely dependent on the 
amount of peat in the catchment 
(DOC levels will be affected by 
what is happening in the river 
headwaters where the peat is), 
and land use of these peatland 
areas. Conifer forest areas have 
elevated DOC levels compared 
to hill grazing, which will be 
linked to increased drainage for 
forestry. Disturbance of these 
peats during conifer felling, new 
drainage and digging out  
wind-farm bases will all 
increase DOC levels. 

DOC levels are closely 
associated with water 
temperature. An increase of  
10 deg C can double DOC  
levels. This is why many local 
rivers are so much darker  
in the summer and autumn 
compared to winter and  
spring; DOC levels are also 
elevated during flood events,  
so overall are worse in  
wetter years.

There is also an underlying 
trend of increasing DOC levels 
everywhere, believed to be 
linked to climate change.

This perhaps explains why 
the river is so heavily peat-
stained. We have had 
continuous work being carried 
out on wind-farms, including 
clear felling to make way for 
turbines for a good number  
of years now.

Prospects for the remaining 
two months will depend on two 
things – water and fish! – 
STINCHARLAD.

TAY

FOLLOWING SLIGHTLY 
unsettled water in July, August 
began with quite low water. 
However, over the next week or 
so there were a few modest 
rises and the base level crept up 
to just under three feet by the 
12th. Thereafter, it has 
generally been dry with limited 
rain and the average level has 
slowly sunk back as I write this 
report on Aug 24, although there 
have been a few very small daily 
fluctuations that have done 
nothing to help the fishing.

In terms of catches from the 
beats, the report to Aug 24 is as 
follows: I start with 
Almondmouth, which has 
reported 55 fish. That means, 
with six days of fishing left in 
August, things will have to pick 
up a lot if even its August five-
year average of 121 is to be 
equalled, let alone exceeded. 
For the same period, 
Waulkmill has reported 20, 
which is actually on course at 
least for its recent par. The 
same is also true of Lower 
Redgorton’s 28. To the 24th, 
Luncarty has had six fish, 
which makes it another beat 
that is very unlikely to come 
near its five-year average for 
August. Fishponds has 
reported 15 to the 24th against 
a full monthly average of 22, but
Upper Redgorton’s 22 to the 
24th has already broken its full 
month average. Benchil has 
reported nine so far, which 
means it may just scrape the 
five-year average of 15 if lucky, 
and Pitlochrie has already had 
12 against the month’s average 
of 17. Upper Scone has already 
had 17 but will need a good 
week to even catch up with its 
monthly average of 31. 
Burnmouth has reported one.

Progressing above Stanley, 
Stobhall has reported 39 fish 
to Aug 24, which ought to mean 
it might at least surpass its 
monthly average of 49. 
Taymount, its neighbour, has 
had 49 so far, but might struggle 
to pass its monthly average of 
74. Ballathie, on the other 
hand, has had 27 with a week to 
go against a full monthly 
average of 49, while Cargill’s
28 is still quite a way off its 
recent monthly average of 64. 
However, it is reported that 
Ballathie/Cargill is “full of fish” 
but that they are just not keen to 
take. Even Islamouth, with 47 
to the 24th, might struggle to 
pass its monthly average of 63. 
However, the Meikleour and 

Upper Islamouth beat has 
already had 24 to the 24th, so it 
may beat its average of 29.

With only a few small rises in 
August on the Ericht/Isla, 
conditions were not conducive 
to a lot of good fishing all the 
way up the Ericht and 
Blackwater as can happen in 
August, but nevertheless grilse 
did push their way well up into 
the Ericht system on some of 
the small rises. While catches 

might not always have matched, 
there is a view that the Ericht 
has had a good run this year, 
particularly of late spring and 
early summer fish. That has to 
be good news for the future.

On the Tay again, progressing 
above Meikleour, we first come 
to Kercock. This beat has 
reported 36 fish to Aug 24, 
which means it should beat its 
monthly average of 41. Further 
upstream, Burnbane has 
reported only two to Aug 24 and 
Glendelvine six. However, yet 
again, Murthly 2 has well 
exceeded its neighbours with 
42 fish to the 24th. With an 
average of 43 for the whole 
month, this ought to be another 
good month in a decent year for 
that beat. However, as has been 
the case for a month or two, and 
in complete contrast to last 
year, Newtyle has reported 
only seven to the 24th against a 
full monthly average of 20. It is a 
similar story for Dunkeld 
House, which has reported six 
to the 24th against a monthly 
average of 17.

So far, Dalmarnock has 
reported nine against a monthly 
average of 12, while Dalguise
has had eight against a similar 
average. However, although 
Lower Kinnaird has also 
reported eight to the 24th, that 
has to be compared against a 
full month average of 23.  
Upper Kinnaird has  
reported nine so far.

The Tummel has, as usual, 
been pretty quiet in August. 
Thus, Pitlochry Angling Club’s 
Dam beat has reported only 
two to the 24th but that’s 
against a monthly average of 
five. However, the good news is 

that fish have still continued to 
run the dam, though perhaps in 
lower numbers than earlier. For 
example, as of Aug 22 the 
upstream count (uncorrected, 
though) stood at a very 
impressive 5,675, although I 
suspect only about 600 of these 
actually ascended in August. 
But despite the numbers of fish 
that must be upstream, Loch 
Faskally has reported only two 
so far in August and Pitlochry 
Angling Club’s Ruan Ruarie
beat on the Garry hasn’t 
reported any yet, presumably 
because of conditions. As ever, 
a few fish have been reported 
from the upper Tay this month: 
Edradynate has reported one 
fish, Findynate two, Lower 
Farleyer seven, and  
Upper Farleyer three.

Of course, because I don’t 
know what will be caught in the 
last week of the month, it isn’t 
possible to accurately predict 
what the final total for the 
month will be. But because we 
probably already have 
something heading towards 700 
on the scorecard, I guess a final 
total of approaching 900 ought 
to be achievable. That would 
only put this August in the 
poorer bracket of recent 
Augusts, I’m afraid, but 
hopefully we will end up better 
than the woeful August of 2014. 
As to how much this reflects the 
strength of the grilse run or 
whether conditions just haven’t 
been quite right will no doubt 
come out in the wash next 
month. I’ve got my fingers 
crossed for better things!

PROSPECTS

As there is no trial season 
extension, the Tay salmon 
season will once again 
finish on the traditional date 
of Oct 15. Assuming 
conditions are reasonable, 
those last two weeks can 
often see the best fishing of 

the season, particularly on 
the lower Tay. There are 
limited opportunities for 
getting on good beats on the 
lower river at this late 
notice but there is still 
plenty of fishing to be had 
further upstream and in 
tributaries as advertised on 
www.fishtay.co.uk. On the 
middle Tay, especially, you 
may still have a chance of a 
fresh fish at this time, but a 
lot will depend on 
conditions to distribute fish 
as well as what the strength 
of the autumn run, still 
unknown, turns out to be. In 
most of the tributaries the 
majority of the fish will be 
well coloured and near 
spawning, so treat them 
with respect should you 
catch some. – BEN LUI.

THURSO

AFTER THE exceptional fishing 
in July it was intriguing to see 
what the fishing in August was 
going to be like. For the first 
three weeks we caught a 
respectable 420 fish, with 
weeks of 106, 241 and 73, which 
means we should finish  the 
month close to our five- and  
ten-year averages.

We have again had good 
water for all of August, with a 
couple of rises and one good 
spate to keep the river at a good 
level throughout the month.

The first week saw the river 
full of regular visitors. Messrs 
Dewdney and Thorp took 11 fish 
for their week and the Laird 
brothers, Duncan and William, 
landed 16. The second week 
started steadily, but on the 
Wednesday the river rose and 
we saw a very good run of 
grilse, mainly in the 6 lb-7 lb 
range, enter the river. Some 
very good catches were made 
this week, Messrs Duncan and 
Walker taking an excellent 41 

Tay’s Murthly 
2 beat set to 
exceed August 
average
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Congratulations to these anglers who have had great success in the past few months

G A L L E RY

A B OV E
Ten-year-old Freddy 
Sullivan with his first-ever 
salmon (7 lb), caught in 
the Teal pool on the Lower 
Fairburn beat of the River 
Conon on August 20.

L E F T
Kevin Barron’s 37-inch salmon from 
the Bridge of Marnoch beat on the 
River Deveron took a Zebra Toby. It 
was his lifetime best fish.

A B OV E
Lynn Partlett with her first fish, a 
salmon of 6 lb taken on a spinner 
from the Hollows beat, Border Esk.

A B OV E
Eleven-year-old Bonnie Fisher 
with her 7 lb 4 oz brown trout 
caught on the Test at Bossington. 
The fish took an emerger.

A B OV E
William Harrison and his wife Claire, who 
single-handedly (with a broken arm) 
landed a lovely 9 lb salmon on her trout 
rod on the Cork Blackwater at Careysville.

Catch a salmon and 

enter the FishPal Junior  

Malloch Competition 

visit www.fishpal.com 

for details

CALLING  

ALL JUNIORS!
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A B OV E
Bruno Janssens from Belgium with his  
first salmon – a four-pounder from the 
Bundorragha River, Delphi Fishery.

BE L OW
Gary Wilkinson caught this superb 23 lb 
(estimated) salmon from the lower River Lune 
(LDAA Aughton) on Sept 6. The fish took a 
red brass tube-fly. Gary was fishing for grilse 
with an 11 ft 5 wt switch rod.

A B OV E A N D L E F T
Brothers Charlie and Henry 
Wyke with a salmon each from 
the Cymdeithas Pysgota 
Tregaron Angling Association 
water on the River Teifi caught 
in mid August.

A B OV E
Ian Neale took this stunning 10 lb 
sea-liced summer salmon from Soldier’s 
Hole on the Findhorn’s Altyre Estate.  
The fly was an Altyre Dog tube, tied by  
his good friend Leslie Tyson. The fish was 
one of five landed – with another three 
lost – in one day in July.

L E F T
After only an hour’s tuition, Carol 
Gillespie caught her first salmon,  
a 2 lb 6 oz grilse, on Beat 4 of the  
River Borgie. The fish took a Cascade.  
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Congratulations to these anglers who have had great success in the past few months

G A L L E RY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH WWW.FISHPAL.COMIN ASSOCIATION WITH

A B OV E
Phyllida Taylor with her first-ever 
salmon, 3 lb, from Keeper's pool on the 
Lower Brahan beat of the River Conon 
on August 19. With her is gillie 
John MacAskill. 

A B OV E
Chris Gibson with a grilse caught on 
August 16 on the Tay at Kercock.

A B OV E
Tony Evans with a 13 lb cock salmon 
caught on the Rectory beat of the 
Wye at Llyswen. The fish took a 
Yellow Ally double.

A B OV E
A personal best salmon for 
Kenny Fuchter, this 34-inch fish 
was caught on the Alness on a 
self-tied Cascade tube-fly.

A B OV E
Ian Davies with a 15 lb salmon from 

the Abercothi water of the River Towy.



Chartreuse Kate Muddler
Hook Size 8 Fulling Mill Short Shank Special  Thread Black  
Butt Flat silver  Tail Golden-pheasant crest  Rib Silver wire  

Body  Black seal’s fur  Body hackle Black hen  Shoulder hackle Long cree hen, two turns   
Wing Small pinch of chartreuse deer belly hair  

Cheeks Jungle cock splits  Head  Brown deer hair, leaving a few tips

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH

fish. Mike Leech, fishing Beat 8, 
had an excellent day with eight 
fish, which included fish of 20 lb 
and 22 lb, to his rod. The Cox 
party also managed to get into a 
couple of good fish at 19 lb and 
20 lb. The end of the week was 
spoiled by heavy overnight rain 
on Friday, which meant that  
the river was rising during  
most of Saturday. 

After heavy rain over the 
weekend and the river rising to 
33 inches, it looked very good 
for the following week, but 
summer arrived in Caithness! 
The first three days were wall-
to-wall sunshine and only 17 
fish were caught. During this 
difficult period congratulations 
must go to Stuart Nicholson, 
who confounded a number of 
the more seasoned rods by 
taking his first two salmon. 

As the brief summer ended, 
we returned to windy, overcast 
conditions and managed 56 fish 
for the rest of the week. 

PROSPECTS

The river is full of fish, and 
given a good spate or two 
we could have some very 
good back-end fishing. 
September should also see 
a run of larger summer 
salmon enter the river. – 
TIM HAWES.

TWEED

ON AUGUST 1 we still had a 
bright reddish tinge in the water 
from the previous week. The 
first few days were dry and 
bright but it turned breezy in 
midweek with rain in the west. 
This gave us a small rise down 
the Ettrick and Teviot that made 
around 18 in below Kelso on 
Thursday. This dropped towards 
the weekend but still had a 
tinge of colour. 

This was quite a good week 
considering the conditions, with 
around 170 fish reported. The 
best fish was a superb 
30-pounder taken by Jonathan 
Reddin on Sprouston. There 
were a number of good fish 
around at this time with a few 
up to 20 lb. I took a new 
20-pounder on Learmouth on a 
small Norwegian shrimp fly on 
my nine-footer. Quite a tussle 
ensued in deep water before it 
was beached. The following day 
Robin Scott took a brand-new 
16-pounder from almost the 
same spot. Together with fish 
into the high teens quite a few 
grilse had begun to show in the 
catches. Some of these were 
quite small, down to 2 lb or so.

On the lower river, below 
Kelso, Learmouth and Birgham 
Dub had 14, with Hendersyde

taking 12. Above Kelso on the 
middle beats, Lower Floors
had 15, Rutherford seven, 
Lower Mertoun eight, and 
Boleside five. At the bottom 
end Ladykirk had eight, 
Tweedhill nine and Tillmouth
12. A couple of dozen sea-trout 
were also taken this week, with 
a 14-pounder from Bemersyde
the best. We didn’t have the 

numbers of sea-trout around 
this season that we would 
expect but there were a  
few of a good size. 

We had a windy start to the 
second week, on Aug 8. It was 
dry for the first day or two but 
then wet through Wednesday 
evening and night, and through 
into Thursday. The water was 
rising on Thursday, and by the 
evening this had made around  
3 ft at Sprouston, and 3 ft 6 in 
on the bottom gauges at 
Norham. Apart from a rise of a 

orvis.co.uk

few inches during Saturday this 
water dropped back into the 
weekend. Two seals were 
working hard in the Norham 
area, so hopefully this water 
would push them back 
downstream to the tide.

Just over 220 fish were 
reported for the week, most of 
them taken during the first half. 
Fifty were reported from the 
bottom end below Coldstream, 
Tillmouth taking 30 and Ladykirk 
eight. Above Coldstream, 
Learmouth had 11, Birgham Dub 
17, Sprouston 12 and, at Kelso, 
the Junction had ten. Above 
Kelso Upper Floors had 19, 
Upper Makerstoun and 
Rutherford seven and Middle 
Pavilion five. The best were a 
couple of 17-pounders from 
Tillmouth and Rutherford. Just 
over 40 sea-trout were taken, 
the best an eight-pounder from 
the Junction. This was one of a 
catch of six, with five of them 
taken on the Friday. Before the 
water came in midweek a 
number of fish were showing in 
the pools, mainly on the small 
side, but always good to see. A 
number of older fish were 
beginning to show in the 
catches alongside some good 
clean fish, many small with 
some liced.

We still had a light reddish 
tinge in the water as we began 
the third week on Aug 15. Most 
of the first half of the week was 
warm and sunny. A bit of rain 
late in the week gave us a rise 
over the weekend which peaked 
around 3 ft on the bottom gauge 
at Norham Bridge on Sunday 
morning. I heard no more about 
the seals in this area after the 
last bit of water so hopefully 
they have headed seawards. 
Some 210 fish were reported for 
the week with a couple of 
16-pounders the best, from 
Tillmouth and the Junction. At 
the bottom end, Ladykirk had 
six, Milne Graden seven and 

Tillmouth 18. Above 
Coldstream, Learmouth had 16, 
Sprouston 15, Hendersyde 12 
and at Kelso the Junction also 
had 12. Just above, Lower 
Floors had 11 and Upper Floors 
15. Most of the other beats 
above Kelso were in low single 
figures with fish taken as far up 
as Ashiestiel. Just over 20 
sea-trout were also taken, with 
a super 15-pounder from 
Sprouston the best. A number of 
the salmon were on the small 
side with the grilse mainly in 
good condition this year. 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday all produced around 
40 fish each day, with only  
17 on the Wednesday.

The final week of the month 
saw the weekend’s extra water 
dropping back, but still coloured, 
on Aug 22. We had a dry start to 
the week but heavy rain on 
Tuesday night saw gauges 
rising on the lower Teviot, and 
beats below Kelso, the 
following morning. The river 
rose in late morning and through 
the afternoon on the lower 
beats and into the bottom river. 
It gave us an extra foot or so 
and put colour in for the 
following day or two. The first 
three days of the week saw 
around 75 fish taken, with fish 
spread from the bottom end up 
to Boleside. The colour in the 
water from midweek spoilt 
things for a day or two until it 
cleared towards the weekend. 
We still needed that bank-high 
spate to clean things out, and 
freshen the water, instead of 
these small, dirty rises,  
which don’t do much.

The bottom end of the river 
lost another of its characters 
recently when Jimmy Baxter 
died. After working on the nets 
for a number of years, Jimmy 
moved to Ladykirk, where he 
became head boatman. With 
his quadbike he was part of the 
landscape, buzzing around the 

Sprouston 
30-pounder 
tops Tweed 
catches
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catch a couple of fish most days 
though anglers were struggling 
to catch many on fly until they 
started using the methods she 
brought home from a recent trip 
to Iceland. Skated tiny hitch 
flies making the most minuscule 
of wakes attracted many 
salmon, and anglers had great 
fun in the low water with micro 
hitch tubes and stripping size 18 
flies. Glenda, along with two 
Icelandic guides, will be running 
a course on these methods next 
May. Contact her through the 
website at www.
blackwatersalmonfishery.com 
or by phone on  
+353 (0) 87235 1260.

On the Ballyduff Bridge 
Fishery angling guide Connie 
Corcoran reports that the last 
three days of July were 
productive on all beats. On the 
28th, John Curtin caught a fresh 
6 lb salmon at Ballyduff Bridge. 
The same spot was productive 
with another 6 lb salmon for 
Tony Murtagh, who also had a 
smaller grilse the following day. 
Pat Kennedy also caught a grilse 
on the same day. On Aug 1, 
Jason Corcoran released a nice 
grilse. Stephen Hayes landed 
two fish to 6 lb at Ballyduff 
Bridge, both on spinner, on  
Aug 3 Connie had a lovely fish of 
around 6 lb. On the following 
Thursday Packie Carroll and his 
partner Wilawan Carroll landed 
six fish. On the following 
Sunday, Paddy Dunne landed 
two fish on fly at Ballyduff 
Bridge and lost a double-figure 
fish. Cathal McGuinness 
released a small grilse at the 
Ballincurrig beat. Lenora 
Lawless landed a fish of around 
6 lb and lost four more at 
Ballyduff Bridge. 

In the third week of August, a 
big flood gave a rise of around  
5 ft. For fishing, contact  
Connie Corcoran on  
+353 (0)87 691 8230. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

Ireland

three-mile beat checking on his 
rods. I worked opposite him on 
Pedwell for ten years or so and 
we often met up on Norham 
Bridge with our rods in the 
mornings. He would do anything 
for you and was good company 
in the pub in the evenings, with 
his stories and tales of his rods 
that day. It’s a good job they 
didn’t hear some of them! Like 
all the old boatmen and gillies 
we have lost over the past few 
years, he was a good guy. – 
BOB HARRISON.

WEST 
SUTHERLAND

SOMEHOW THE very far north-
west tip of the mainland missed 
out on the rain that benefited 
almost all the Highlands during 
August. Indeed the month was 
intensely dry on the Dionard.

Gualin Estate reported 47 
salmon and grilse (only a few 
were sea-liced) for August up to 
the 24th. Most were caught 
before the drought took hold; 
the river was reduced to a 
trickle from the second week. In 
the third week the air 
temperature reached  30 deg C. 

The estate also had 48 sea-
trout during this period. 
– ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

WESTER  ROSS

IT DOES appear that across 
most of Wester Ross the main 
grilse runs came in July. 
Catches of fresh-run fish during 
August were negligible by 
comparison.

The Ewe exemplified this 
pattern – indeed there was a 
stark contrast between the 
encouraging numbers  
in July and the dearth of 
catches (despite copious  
water and some good fishers)  
in August. The latter’s first 
week (1.42 m to 1.39 m) 
produced four for  
James Brown’s party, with 
three (best 12 lb in the T pool)  
to the host and one to  
Tim Underwood.

In the second week (1.6 m) 
the Brown Swinburn party 
recorded two – a brace at 7 lb 
and 9 lb in Lower Narrows to 
Jamie Parlade.

The third week (1.8 m to  
1.57 m) also yielded two to 
house rods – a grilse in  
the Lady pool to Hugh Whittle 
and a 7 lb salmon in the Flats  
to Raymond Dingwall.  
Roger Brook was surprised to 
land a 4 lb 8 oz brown trout in 
the Upper Narrows. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

Ireland
CARROWMORE

SEAMUS HENRY reports that 
the good sea-trout fishing 
continued on the lough and the 
occasional grilse was also 
taken. Some of the salmon were 
stale and returned. Fishing on 
the river was slow thanks  
to low water. 

In the third week of August 
there was some much-needed 
rain and the fishing should 
improve with the arrival of fresh 
salmon and more sea-trout. For 
fishing, contact Seamus through 
the website at  http://
bangorerrisangling.com/ or 
phone +353 97 83487. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

CORK 
BLACKWATER

PATRICK DEVENNIE reports that 
the grilse run at Careysville
this summer provided some 
great fishing through June and 
July (best grilse run in 16 years). 
It had begun three weeks earlier 
than last year, starting at the 
beginning of June, and had 
provided six good weeks of 
fishing. All fish caught were on 
fly, most were grilse and  

Grilse provide 
great sport on 
Blackwater at 
Careysville

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Tyne Waters Meet, River Tyne
This famous beat includes the North and South Tyne Junction pool, known as the Waters Meet. It is 
a great gathering place for both salmon and sea-trout. The fish enter this pool after running through 
the Tyne and are often seen in great numbers as they rest while waiting for the right  
conditions for them to ascend their home rivers. 
The Tyne counts of ascending migratory fish are averaging around 32,000 per season, and the great 
majority of these fish will be in the Junction pool at some stage of their journey. 
The owners offer fishing for two rods per day. The beat has good fly water, but spinning is also 
allowed, with water conditions determining the method.
Day-tickets for salmon cost from £100 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/England/Tyne/TyneWatersMeet

F I SH I NG  R E P ORT S Ireland

75 per cent were returned.
Notable catches included a 

number of first-ever salmon: 
Suzanne Greenhall 3 lb 12 oz, 
Heath Greenhall 3 lb, Vicky Bell 
3 lb, Jacqueline Tear 10 lb 8 oz, 
Suzanne Houghton 3 lb, Andy 
Symes 4 lb, Eddie Chambers  
4 lb, Joanne Corwood 3 lb 4 oz, 
Nancy Nicholas 4 lb  
and Cathy Kerrison 4 lb. 

Other interesting events 
included Claire Harrison (who 
had a broken arm in plaster) 
landing a 9 lb fish on fly; another 
guest landed a lovely fresh fish 

of 6 lb, only to have it dragged 
off in full view by an otter. 

The grilse run wound down 
towards the end of July and low 
water made fishing challenging. 

On Aug 20 heavy rain 
brought down a small flood, 
reaching 4 ft on our gauge. This 
coloured the water for a few 
days and, just as conditions 
began to improve, we had a 
second spate reaching 4 ft. We 
are looking forward to the next 
few weeks’ fishing once river 
conditions improve.

Glenda Powell  reports a very 
busy period at the start of 
August on the Blackwater 
Salmon Fishery. A first 
Atlantic salmon was caught on 
a Calvin Shrimp by Trond 
Johnsen on the first Saturday. 
Unfortunately, on Sunday, Trond 
lost one but Yzabel Derbré 
caught a 4 lb sea-trout  
on fly at Kilmurry. 

Low water then slowed 
down the fishing but Glenda 
said they were still managing to 



King Fishers !
Fordham & Wakefield 

Tel: 01892 770344. Fax: 01892 770355 email: 6980fordham@gmail.com

The world's finest 
Fluorocarbon... 

THE RIVERGE RANGE

The Anglers Lodge
AT  J U B I L E E  L A K E S

www.anglers-lodge.co.uk
JUBILEE LAKES NEAR DARLINGTON DL2 2UH

 Tel: 01388 772611

We have the tools!
Double Handed & Switch Rods

Rio Flylines
A large range of flylines for  

salmon fishing.

Caledonian Flies
Salmon Doubles, 

Doubles with Jungle Cock, 
Waddingtons and 

Doubles On Patriot/Salar Hooks

Vision Waders

SOMERS FISHING TACKLE 

13/15 Bon-accord Terrace. Aberdeen AB1 6DP

Tel. 01224 210008   Fax. 01224 586607   Email. sales@somers-fishing.com

www.somersfishingtackle.co.uk We now accept 

PayPal

Extensive range  |  Established 1951  |  Expert advice from experienced fishermen

Daiwa New Era 
Salmon Rods 
50% off

Hardy Zenith Double Handed Fly Rod

Hardy CLS 
Fly Reel Sale

SIMMS CLOTHING 
IN STOCK

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace
T-shirts only £29.95

9000 £249.00

NOW £149.00

12’ £625.00 NOW £312.50
13’ £650.00 NOW £325.00
14’ £675.00 NOW £337.50
15’ £699.00 NOW £350.00

15’1” £949.00
NOW £569.00

NEW

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace

IN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCK

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace

NEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEW

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace

NEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEW

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace

IN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCKIN STOCK

Challenger Jacket, Bib & Brace

IN STOCKIN STOCK

13/15 Bon-accord Terrace. Aberdeen AB1 6DP

Challenger Jacket, Bib & BraceChallenger Jacket, Bib & Brace



116  October 2016      www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  

F I SH I NG  R E P ORT S Ireland

CORRIB

KEVIN CROWLEY reports that 
the lough fished well at the end 
of July and into August. Larry 
McCarthy of Corrib View Lodge 
reported a busy week catering 
for Tim Rowley, a regular 
visiting angler from the UK and 
his family, a party of eight. The 
fishing was mixed, with several 
trout to dapped Mayfly and dry 
Sedges in the Inchagoill area. 
The remainder of the week 
produced 12 trout to 3 lb 8 oz on 
the lower lake to dry Olives. 
      In the Oughterard area Gerry 
Molloy enjoyed two days 
dapping hoppers with a German 
pairing of grandfather and 
grandson catching five trout for 
18 lb, including one cracking 8 lb 
fish caught by Gerry himself. 
Dan Gilmartin and his partner 
fished out of Derrymoyle for 
three days and landed seven 
fish for 12 lb on wet-fly and dap. 
Also in the Derrymoyle area 
Shane Coady had 12 fish for five 
days, mostly on the dap. 

Basil Shields of Ardnasillagh 
Lodge hosted Monaghan angler 
Peter Boyle, who landed three 
fish to 2 lb 8 oz on wet-fly. 
Ronnie McIntyre had eight  fish 
to 4 lb 4 oz in three days. In the 

Cong area Frank Costello 
reported good fishing, mainly on 
dry-fly and dap. He guided two 
hotel guests, landing seven 
trout from 1 lb 4 oz-3 lb 4 oz. 

In the second week of 
August in the Oughterard area, 
John Kelly and Albert Long had 
two trout for 7 lb 8 oz on Mayfly. 
Anthony Quinn, boated by Frank 
Reilly, had a personal best trout 
of 4 lb 4 oz on a size 16 dry 
Sedge, while Frank landed four 
fish averaging 2 lb. Larry 
McCarthy, boating a couple 
from Andorra, had good fishing 
on the lower lake on dry Olives 
and caught fish to 2 lb. 
It was a little quieter in the third 
week, but Michael Canny and 
friend, fishing out of Kevin 
Molloy’s, had four trout to 5 lb 
on the dap.  – PAUL BOURKE.

COSTELLO  
AND  FERMOYLE

FISHERY MANAGER Terry 
Gallagher reports that thanks to 
regular showers water levels 
remained close to optimum. 
John Maher and friends fished 
for three days and were very 
pleased with the 68 sea-trout 
and a 6 lb salmon. Most of the 
sea-trout caught were fresh, so 

the run continues! Padraic 
McDonagh fished the middle 
river and had six fresh sea-trout.

Robert Kelly and William 
Hamilton took a day on 
Glenicmurrin Lough and landed 
24 sea-trout, the best just under 
2 lb 8 oz. They fished the upper 
lakes the following day, 
catching a further 11 sea-trout 
and losing a salmon. 
Glenicmurrin fished consistently 
well over the week, Eamon  
O’Brien landing 16 sea-trout and 
regular visitor Larry O’Reilly ten. 

Pete Westwater returned for 
his annual visit to Glenicmurrin 
and caught 13 sea-trout. First- 
time visitors Dave Flynn and 
Andy Wojnicki were very happy 
with their seven sea-trout, as 
were brothers Richard and Hugh 
McGuire, who had eight. Hugh 
was very unlucky not to add a 

salmon to his catch for the day 
after losing two fresh fish on 
River Beat 1 that evening. 

Muckinagh Lough produced 
18 sea-trout for Eamon O’Brien, 
and Clogher Lough provided 16 
fish for Sean Costello and Sean 
Bollustrum. After two relatively 
disappointing seasons for sea-
trout, 2016 is shaping up very 
nicely indeed. To book fishing 
contact Terry on +353 87 2399 
988 or e-mail gallaghere.
terence@gmail.com –  
PAUL BOURKE.

CURRANE

THE END of July was very quiet 
on the lough, according to gillie 
Vincent Appleby. Only a couple 
of grilse and a few sea-trout 
were reported for the week.  

The first week of August saw 
an improvement on some days, 
with reasonable numbers of 
grilse reported from the lough 
and on the nearby River Inny, 
where a Stoat’s Tail accounted 
for a few fish. On Aug 9 Tim 
Gleeson landed a 14 lb salmon 
while trolling. Sea-trout fishing 
improved, with good sport on 
the big lough and the smaller 
loughs up in the system, where 
sea-trout to 3 lb were reported. 
A nice salmon of 10 lb was 
taken on fly by Tom Murphy. On 
Aug 17 Guy Hollis had a 2 lb 8 oz 
sea-trout on the drift. On Lough 
Derriana, Morag MacLean from 
Aberdeen, fishing with her gillie 
Tom O’Shea, caught two fine 
sea-trout and her Dad looked on 
with satisfaction as she fished 
her flies to perfection. On Aug 
19 Phil Staniforth caught a fine 
grilse on fly while fishing with 
Dominic McGillicuddy.  In the 
past few days there has been a 
lot of rain and there is high 
water all over the Currane 
system so the fishing should 
improve. – PAUL BOURKE. 

DELPHI

DAVIOD McEVOY reports that 
salmon catches in July will 
certainly not break any  
records, despite fairly good 
water throughout the  
month. Only 29 salmon were 
landed for the month.  
The sea-trout fishing started 
brightly with some nice fish 
caught, and all in excellent 
condition. Once they settle a bit 
in the lakes and the daddy-
longlegs start to appear,  
fishing should improve.  
In total 75 sea- trout to 2 lb 8 oz  
have been caught.  –  
PAUL BOURKE.

DROWES  
AND  MELVIN

AS USUAL, salmon fishing 
slowed a little in August, both in 
terms of effort and in the 
number of fresh fish around. 
There was almost no one fishing 
for salmon on Lough Melvin but 
the Drowes continued to 
produce some fish, mainly 
grilse, throughout the month.

Most of the fishing effort on 
the lough centred around deep-
water drifting for sonaghan, 
with lots of fish rising but often 
not a very high percentage 
hooked. The unseasonable 
weather – grey skies, wind and 
rain – meant that rods often had 
much better sport and saw 
many more fish than can 
normally be expected  
at this time of year.

As we move into September, 
we will see more anglers out, 
for not only is the end of the 
season rushing towards us, but 
September can be a very good 
month for trout on the lough and 
occasionally a spring salmon 
that has been resting quietly for 
months will grab a trout fly. This 
can be very exciting, and 
although such fish are coloured 
and should be returned, they 
can also fight very well and 
serve as an encouragement to 
get out early next season to try 
for a fresh-run fish. –  
DAVY STINSON.

ERRIFF

FISHERY MANAGER Osgur 
Grieve reports that Jack 
Mannion was rewarded with his 
first-ever salmon, caught on an 
Ally’s Shrimp from Beat 8, on 
July 23. Local club man Conor 
O’Leary had a 3 lb grilse from 
the Falls pool on a Cascade. On 
July 31 regular visitor Gael 
Kerschbaumer had a 6 lb grilse 
from the Sea pool on a Willie 
Gunn micro-tube. Gary Freed 
had a 5 lb grilse the  
top of the falls. 

In the week ending Aug 11 
the river produced six salmon 
and nine sea-trout. 

The following week 
produced a grilse for Mandy 
Broughton, Northern Ireland, on 
an Ally’s Shrimp from Beat 6. On 
Thursday, French visitor  
Olivier Jamet caught a fine 
salmon of 15 lb 8 oz in the  
Falls pool on an Ally’s  
Shrimp after a great  
fight of 20 minutes. Heavy rain 
then brought the river up  
into a huge flood. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

Costello and 
Fermoyle sea-
trout fishing  
takes off

A BEAT TO TRY THIS MONTH

Egton Estate, Yorkshire Esk
The Egton Estate water comprises about 1.25 miles of double-bank fishing with some very exciting 
pools and runs for sea-trout and salmon. 
The Yorkshire Esk is a very intimate river and fish are easily spooked. It is a typical spate-river and 
can take one or two days to run off, and it is as it is fining down that most fish are caught. Stealth is 
the key to success on the Yorkshire Esk. Splashing around in shallow water will alarm the fish, which 
often lie in shallow water only a few feet from the bank. 
The local Inn at Egton provides an excellent pint of beer and a sandwich.  
Day-tickets for salmon cost from £42 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at http://www.fishpal.com/England/Yorkshire/EgtonEstate



Shrimp
Hook Size 12-14 Kamasan B-100  Thread Tan or olive 14/0 Sheer  
Weight Flat lead foil  Rib Clear 3 lb mono  Shellback Wapsi 

Thinskin – pale grey  Body and legs Orvis scud dubbing –  
olive grey or tan

A FLY TO TIE THIS MONTH
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KEVIN CROWLEY reports that 
water levels remained good 
during July, but the weather did 
not help the fishing, with humid 
and thundery spells. In total 19 
salmon, 153 sea-trout and 40 
brown trout were recorded for 
the month. The catches were 
split fairly evenly between the 
river beats and the lake. 

In the middle of August, Colin 
reported that water levels were 
rising rapidly. The lake started 
to come on a bit for sea-trout, as 
Cork angler Don O’Leary fished 
it for his first time and landed 
six nice fish on wet-fly. Michael 
Heery and his party of three 
fished Inagh in three sessions 
and boated 20 sea-trout to  
2 lb 12 oz and also had a pair of 
grilse. First-time fly-fisherman 
Henry O’Maille, Galway, fished 
the Derryclare Butts for a 
morning with his father Padraic, 
and landed a fresh 5 lb grilse on 
a Cascade on Aug 17. 

In the first 16 days of August 
98 sea-trout, 25 browns and 
seven salmon have been 
recorded. – PAUL BOURKE.

MASK

RONAN CUSACK reports that 
the first Monday in August saw 
a climax to the  World Cup Fly 
Fishing Championships as 460 
anglers fished for the World Cup 
trophy. The bag limit was 
reduced to three this year, any 
additional trout being measured 
and released. These 
measurements were then 
converted into weights and the 
overall weight recorded. 

This year’s winner was well-
known Corofin, Co Clare angler, 
Thomas O’Loughlin, with 12 
trout for a calculated weight of 
13.4310 lb. Patrick Molloy of 
Oughterard was Thomas’s 
boatman on the day. Patrick also 
took the prize for being the 
boatman who brought in the 
biggest number of fish over the 
five days. This year’s best 
under-21 angler was Diarmuid 
Kelly from Tipperary, with two 
trout weighing 2.770 lb. The 
best lady angler was Sue Hunter 
from Galway with three trout 
weighing 4.506 lb. This year’s 
best overseas angler was  
Bob Holland from the UK with 
four trout for 4.255 lb.

As usual for this time of year, 
wet-flies fished on intermediate 
lines across the deep areas of 
the lough produced good sport. 
Reports from anglers indicate 
that the average size of the 

trout in the deeps this year is 
well up on previous years and 
the fish are in super condition. 
World Cup PRO Denis Kelleher 
had an excellent day fishing 
with good friend Larry Gibb. The 
pair spent the day in the deeps 
in very stormy conditions and 
finished with 14 trout to 2 lb on 
wet-flies. The good fishing in 
the deeper areas of the lough 
continued into the third week of 
August, wet-flies fished deep 
bringing many trout to the 
boats. – PAUL BOURKE.

MOY

MARKUS MULLER reports that 
the fishing had slowed down by 
the end of July, with the river 
getting lower. Nonetheless 266 
salmon were reported in a week 
from all over the system, 
bringing the yearly total to 
4,681. The Foxford town 
waters produced more than 50 
salmon for the week. Fly-fishing 
on East Mayo still proved quite 
successful with a number of 
fine grilse reported.  

In the week ending Aug 11, 
231 salmon were reported, with 
water levels receding daily. The 
Bill Whitwell party from the UK 
had 12 fish in five days on 
Mount Falcon, while the 
Foxford town fisheries 
produced 40 salmon for the 
week. By the third week the 
fishing became more difficult. –
PAUL BOURKE.

SHEELIN

BRENDA MONTGOMERY 
reports that the last week of 
July produced some fine trout, 
especially in the late evening, 
mainly on Sedge patterns. Des 
Elliott had 15 trout for the week, 
the heaviest at 7 lb, with other 
good fish of 4 lb and 3 lb 8 oz 
caught on Sooty Olive, Golden 
Bumble and Bibio. Frank Smith 
had five trout to 4 lb 8 oz on a 
Green Peter. Mathew Sommers 
recorded 16 trout for the week 
on Sooty Olives and Invictas and 
dry Green Peter and small 
Sedge patterns. Peadar 
McAvinney caught six trout to  
5 lb 8 oz at the back of Church 
Island on a Green Peter. Danny 
Murray recorded nine trout to  
3 lb 8 oz on July 27 fishing wet- 
and dry-flies. Thomas Lynch 
landed a great trout of 7 lb  
on a Green Peter.  

The good fishing continued 
into the first week of August. 
Des Elliott was on the money 
again with 18 trout for the 
week, ranging from 1 lb 4 oz- 

3 lb 4 oz on Golden Olive, Bibio 
and Sooty Olive. Mark 
Bradshaw had a great day with 
six trout from 1 lb 8 oz-3 lb on 
Green Peter Bumbles and 
Daddies. The heaviest fish for 
this week was a 4 lb 8 oz trout 
caught by Enda Kenny. 

Good sport continued right 
up to Aug 24 and the best trout 
during this period was an 8 lb 
beauty taken by Christopher 
Defillon on a Sedge. Tony 
Lyness landed 15 trout in two 
evenings, all on Sedge, with the 
heaviest at 3 lb. Peter McArdle 
had 11 trout from 1 lb 8 oz-2 lb. 
Pat Brady recorded ten trout to 
3 lb 8 oz on Detached Daddies, 
Stimulators and Golden Olives. 
Mark Kellett had 14 trout for the 
week with the best two fish at  

5 lb and 6 lb. He fished lures, 
Sooty Olives and Bumbles.      
Areas that fished best over the 
past fortnight were the Long 
Rock, Lynch’s Point, around 
Church Island, Chambers, Stony, 
Merry Point and from 
Derrysheridan down into the 
Bog Bay. – PAUL BOURKE.

NORTHERN 
IRELAND

AUGUST WAS a month of mixed 
results and, unfortunately, a 
couple of major pollution 
incidents on the Faughan. Just 
days apart, they resulted in 
good numbers of salmon, grilse, 
trout and parr being killed. 
These are under investigation 
as I write. Fish seem to be 
evident in good numbers in most 
of our waters and while not very 
co-operative it is good to know 
that they are in the river.  
As to the fishing – the weather 
has been patchy with rivers  
very “up and down” and  
never really settled.

The Roe has produced 
steady results and despite the 
lower water a reasonable 
number of fish have been taken, 
most of them on worm. 
Regulars with fish include  
Alec Steele, Owen Reeves, Sam 
McIntyre, Ernie Guy, Raymond 
Stewart, Paul McCabe, Charles 
McLoughlin, Brian O’Kane,  

Dry Sedge 
produces 8 lb 
brownie on 
Sheelin

Mark Duncan and Keith Kilburn.
The Mourne and its 

tributary the Strule, with its 
feeders the Drumragh and 
Camowen, are, I’m told, full of 
fish right through to the upper 
reaches above Omagh. 
However, the Derg reports are 
less exciting and the 
Owenkillew has, since a spell 
in late July, slackened off 
despite effort. The Owenkillew 
is a back-end water and it is 
hoped that the fish are still to 
come in September. Below 
Newtownstewart the 
Baronscourt Estate beats 
continued to show fish, with  
23 for August, despite suffering 
from fairly high water. The best 
was landed by J. Hutton in the 
Blackstone on Aug 12 at 12 lb on 
a Temple Dog. He caught two 
further fish that day.  
The most notable August fish 
was the 5 lb salmon landed 
unaided from the Snaa  
by ten-year-old A. Strabane – 
his first ever.

The Lower Bann has now 
counted more than 14,000 
salmon passing up through the 
gates at Portna – more than 
twice as many as at this date 
last season. There are reports 
of fish still entering the river and 
catches have been steady on 
the beats. The year to date has 
reached 360 at Carnroe, where 
Tony Lyce, Eddie Fry, Desi Mills, 
Paul Connor, David Agnew, Tony 
Laycock and David Millar all 
featured in the book. Most of 
these were good Bann grilse in 
the 6 lb-8 lb range, though 
plenty of bigger salmon have 
been showing.  
At Culiff, Willie Craig and  
Tony Lyle continue to bank fish, 

while at Portna Paul McDonald, 
Vincent O’Rourke, Terry 
McDermott and Robin Logue 
were successful.  
Movanagher continued to show 
excellent trout fishing with 
many daily and evening bags 
well into double figures.  
Gary Bell and Tom Gillen had 
trout to 4 lb and good numbers 
of salmon were recorded, 
including those caught by 
Mervyn Norris and David Hoey. 
The numbers passing Portna 
bode well for the Lough Neagh 
feeders the Moyola, Upper 
Bann, Blackwater, 
Sixmilewater and the Maine.

The Maine salmon fishing 
has been good and with  
fish spread throughout  
the river good numbers have 
been reported from  
the upper reaches.  
On the lower Shanes Castle 
water, results have been  
poorer than expected.  
Since the last water,  
when big numbers ran  
through the beat, levels have 
dropped and low water has 
been the August story. 
However, effort has paid off  
and William Walker,  
Jim Baird, Sam Andrews  
and Richard Semple  
have all had salmon and 
dollaghan, the salmon  
in the 6 lb-8 lb range and  
the trout averaging  
4 lb-5 lb. Chris Banks, visiting 
from Hampshire, had his first-
ever salmon at 6 lb on Aug 5.

With good numbers  
of fish already in all systems the 
hope is for no Indian summer 
during September and October 
and perfect levels. –  
MICHAEL SHORTT.
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ON SALE NOW

RIVER  
TACTICS 

Targeting sea trout and  
browns on the Tyne

WHERE TO FISH
Sample the delights of Lac du 

Drennec in Brittany

LOVE YOUR 
LEADERS!

How to get a seamless join 
between fly-line and leader 

FLY-TYING
Tie some great fry imitations  

for late season sport 

Get Trout Fisherman delivered straight to your door 
Subscribe at: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/troutfisherman
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NAME OF CAPTOR ..................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

E-mail ............................................................................................................

Species .........................................................................................................

Date caught…………………………Weight* ........................................………

Type of fly/bait ..........................................................................................  

Length…………………………………Boat or bank .......................................  

 Where caught ...........................................................................................  

.........................................................................................................................

*If you return your fish, please give its measurement from  

tip of nose to fork of tail.

NAME OF WITNESS  ................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

E-mail ............................................................................................................

Fish Of The Month entry form

Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter 
reserves the right to award an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is final. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the 
promoter will enter into no correspondence. Judging for the September competition takes place on October 6 (October competition on November 2) and the winners will be notified 
within 14 days. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. No employees of Sharpe’s or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s 
decision is final. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete. A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA, upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html   
For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk  Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.

WIN
Sharpe’s tackle
If you’ve caught a 
memorable trout or salmon, 
why not enter our monthly 
competition? It’s not 
always the biggest 
fish that wins…

THE SHARPE’S of Aberdeen Fish of the Month 
competition celebrates your great fishing achievements. 
If you’ve caught a big fish, you could be one of our 
monthly winners. But it’s not always the captor of a big 
fish that triumphs – other factors that may make the 
catch special are taken into account: the water in  
which the fish is caught, the method and the 
circumstances (Perhaps it’s your first fish. Perhaps 
you’re a young angler). Each entry is carefully judged 
and the editor’s decision is final.

There are two categories – salmon and trout (which 
includes brown, rainbow and sea). The winners can 
choose their prize from Sharpe’s superb range of single- 
or double-handed rods, landing nets and wading staffs. 

Sharpe’s welcomes the opportunity to discuss the 
prize choice with each winner.

■ Fish entered in the September competition must be caught between Sep 1-30. To enter the 
October competition, fish must be caught in the period Oct 1-31. ■ One witness is essential. ■ The 
editor reserves the right to refuse an entry. ■ Complete the form in full and send to: Sharpe’s Fish of 
the Month, Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA to arrive no later than 
first post on October 6 (Sep competition) or November 2 (Oct competition). ■ Pictures are welcome. 
Please send prints to the address above. E-mail images to: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk 

■ PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST SEND THE FORM TO ENTER. NO PHOTOCOPIES.

THE TWO CATEGORIES ARE...

1 Salmon   2 Trout (brown, rainbow or sea)
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 River Oykel

 River Drowes

River Egton

Destination & 
Accommodation

River Tweed River Teifi 

Warm & welcoming family run 
guest house offering Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast.  Fully licenced, spacious 
dog friendly rooms. Perfectly 
located for Lower & Bottom Tweed.

www.coachhousecrookham.com

01890 820293

River Teifi, Private Salmon and Sea 
Trout. S/C cottages, Rod/Freezer/ 
Washing/Drying Room facilities.
Well Behaved Dogs Welcome.

www.fishermencottages.co.uk 
01559 371 265

Enjoy trout fishing on beautiful Lochs such as Craggie, 
Borrolan and Urigill through the Oykel Bridge Hotel. It 
costs only £60 to be ready to motor off  on one of  our 
boats and fish the day away. Better still if  you chose to 
stay at the hotel boat hire and the fishing permits are 
free. Come and break your record, with 132 fish caught 

in one day it’s possible.

OYKEL BRIDGE HOTEL
Rosehall, By Lairg, Sutherland. IV27 4HE

Tel: 01549 441218   Email: info@oykelbridgehotel.com

Web: www.oykelbridgehotel.com

DROWES 
FISHERY

/LAREEN ESTATE

Home to some of Ireland’s 
finest salmon fishing

Weekend and weekly 
fishing & accommodation 

packages available

www.drowessalmonfishery.com

Part of Egton Manor on the Egton Estate.

Luxurious Manor Cottage that sleeps 5. 
Available for Salmon & Sea Trout  

Fishing on the Yorkshire Esk. Self catering.

Tel: 01947 895466 
 email: info@egtonestate.co.uk

Web: www.egtonestate.co.uk
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FIND THE BEST PRINT AND DIGITAL MAGAZINE PACKAGE DEALS



TO ADVERTISE HERE CONTACT OUR SALES TEAM ON 01733 366411

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
England

Visit our gamefi shing section at www.gofi shing.co.uk

Fishing to Let

Fishing

Bait

Bait

TuitionHolidays

Please mention 

when replying to 
advertisers

Wales

Holidays

Holidays

Fishing Fishing

Overseas

Please mention Trout & Salmon when 
replying to advertisers

Scotland

Make sure you don’t miss the November issue of 

Trout & Salmon in the shops 20th October

Fishing Bucks/Beds

For Sale

Miscellaneous

Wader

Tackle Wanted

Tackle Wanted

Aapgai Books/Prints

Products/Services

PETER GILES 
Casting/Fishing Instruction

River, Lake and drift fishing.

Guiding on the River Teme.

BEGINERS/IMPROVERS/ADVANCED

Shropshire SY8 4NR

T: 01584 711394 M: 07432 047079

www.pete-giles-flyfishing.co.uk

SUE MACNIVEN
Casting frustration!

Quality AAPGAI instruction without 
the jargon. Relax in our calm, quiet 

B&B in SW Scotland.

www.damselflyfishing.co.uk
Tel:- 07740243269
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SOLD & MODERN 

BOUGHT / SOLD

COARSE & GAME FISHING

CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST 

CONTACT IAN KILGOUR

Tel: 0116 2350025
Email:sportingbooks@ntlworld.com

LOWER ITCHEN FISHERY
Brown Trout, Salmon & Grayling

2015 a record breaking 
year - 285 salmon

On the River Itchen in Hampshire.
Season & Day Rods.

Corporate Days for 4-20 rods.

07477 790210 or 02380 814389
www.itchen-fishing.net

email: info@itchen-fishing.net

Destinations with 
a Difference

The Best Flyfishing in the Caribbean and Latin America

Tel:  +44 20 7351 3552

www.castawayflyfishing.net

WILD BROWNIES RIVER EDEN
24 miles of great water on the River Eden with an 

award winning family hotel and fish restaurant

Tufton Arms Hotel, Market Square, 
Appleby, Cumbria, 017683 51593 

www.tuftonarmshotel.co.uk

SPECIAL 2 DAY  
TROUT FISHING COURSES

B&B from £320 for 2 people.

3 DAY SPEYCASTING 
COURSES

With good spring fishing. 
Full board from £645. 

WANTED
Hardy �shing tackle, old and modern, 

also other makes of old tackle.

STRATHMORE
FISHInG TACKLE

Please telephone 

01786 823361 or email 

strathmoretackle@gmail.com

Vintage Tackle,
Hardy Reels and Accessories,

Allcocks & Farlows gear, GREGORY lures
Valuations undertaken

Roger Still, “Acorns”, Gt. Barton,
Suffolk, IP31 2NY. Tel: 01359 231726

Mobile: 07860 313646
Email:roger@stillfishing.com

www.stillfishing.com

WANTED

WESTLAKE
FLY FISHING

Oxfordshire

Tuition in all aspects of fly fishing in
picturesque surroundings at the

beautiful Lockinge Fishery
Beginners foundation courses to

Spey casting and specialist
advanced techniques.

APGAI / STANIC / REFFIS
IAN HOCKLEY

Tel: 01235 227228
www.westlakeflyfishing.co.uk

SALMON LOBWORMS
Fresh picked and toughened 

TROUT DENDROS Xtra Tough

Prices incl VAT & 1st Class Post 

TOMMY TOPSOIL 

www.wormbait.co.uk
01422 831112 

100 LOBS £23.50

1/2kg DENDROS £18.50

To lease: 
Blackwell beat
On the river tees 
approximately 

1 ¾ miles of single 
bank fishing. 

Very good access. 
Would suit 

angling club.
Please phone 
07793 581102

www.yorkshire-worms.co.uk   

Dendrobaena 

Worms
Smalls to Large  - Tough and Lively

Lobworms
The Fishermans Favourite -Fresh & Firm

Add Ref TS16 when ordering

www.yorkshire-worms.co.uk   07462 474 223

Llangollen Maelor Angling
The club have over 10 miles on the prime middle 
beats of the river Dee, Salmon anglers have some 
of the best fly water on the Dee, the beats have 
hosted the World Fly Fishing Championships 
the first World youth Championships two 
Commonwealth championships, the European 
Grayling Festival has been the venue for the past 
15 years, Season permits for Salmon fishing are 
available also Trout & Grayling season permits 
and day permits memberships fees are on the 
website Llangollen Maelor Angling, for further 
information Tele Ken Bathers 01978 820608 or 
Derek Bithell 01978 860012

 Wester Elchies
Prime middle Spey.

Rods to let most months.
Rods for sale

Jul-Sep, £6-25k

www.wester-elchies.co.uk

Tel: 01780 411510
actinsley@clara.co.uk

POCHARD LAKE 
TROUT FISHERY

Memberships available.

Beautiful and private, well 
stocked 2 acre lake with club 

house, set in 23 acres of wooded 
grounds. Bucks/Beds border.
For details please telephone

01525 234112 or 07809 432182
www.pochardlakefishing.co.uk

RORY’S
FISHING TACKLE

17A TEMPLE BAR, DUBLIN 2, 
IRELAND. TEL: +353 1 6772351

Web: www.rorys.ie
E-mail: sales@rorys.ie

SPECIAL OFFERS

Sage One Fly Rods
9’ & 10’ single hand �����£475.00
11’6” switch ������������������£555.00
14’ double hand �����������£595.00

Greys XF2 Fly Rods
13’ & 14’ double hand ��£195.00

Sea Trout/
Salmon/Grayling
1-3 rods available1-3 rods available1-3 rods available

Special Offers Christmas 

& Bookings for 2017

www.till-fishing.co.uk
Email:

fish@till-fishing.co.uk
Enquiries to Lucy Carroll

Mobile 07974 416692 Tel 01890 883060

Holidays in Northumberland

CLEARWEED
WATER WEED 

CUTTERS
For Brochure please contact

Clearweed and Co PHC Ltd, 
Atlas Way, Atlas North, 

Sheffield, S4 7QQ

0114 2442704
EMAIL: SALES@PHCLTD.NET

For all your wader 
needs Ð sales & repairs

Visit us at  

www.gybe.co.uk or 

call 0161 304 8471

Coldingham Loch

Gareth Taylor & Carmel Kennedy, Coldingham Loch, Coldingham, Berwickshire TD14 5QE
Tel: 01890 771960 | Email: info@coldinghamloch.co.uk  www.coldinghamloch.co.uk

ham Loch
Stunning coastal location in the eastern 
Scottish Borders.  Edinburgh 45 miles, 
Newcastle 70 miles. 

22 acre spring fed loch offering bank and 
boat fi shing for quality fully fi nned Browns, 
Rainbows and Blues stocked from 2lbs, 
grown on naturally in loch to give superb 
sport.  Facilities include fi sherman’s lodge 
with complimentary tea & coffee making, car park, toilets, motors for hire. Self catering 
accommodation including unusual Victorian boathouse, gate lodge cottage with open fi re 
and 3 well equipped wooden chalets.

Miles of local walks, majestic cliffs, beautiful beaches, abundant fauna, bird and wild life.
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Man versus trout
Giles Catchpole prepares to give battle in Iceland

W
HEN YOU 
FISH in 
Iceland, you 
really fish.  
I mean 
really. It 

doesn’t get dark, of course, so you 
can fish right through the night if 
that is your pleasure. “But that 
would be overdoing it a bit, surely?” 
I hear you ask. And you’d be right. 
So we knocked off at 10 pm for beer 
and supper and started again at  
8 am on Tuesday. We fished till  
2 pm, ate lunch, dozed for an hour 
and started fishing again at 4 pm. 
Fish for 12 hours a day, an hour 
each for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, an hour in the sauna and 
sleep for seven. Yep, that’s 23 
hours. Which leaves an hour each 
day to tie more flies, compare 
notes and plot strategy. When you  
fish in Iceland…

So what about the enormous 
trout, then?

Well, it worked something like 
this: we had a wicked – and chilly – upstream wind  
to contend with so at first we fished some of the  
faster water in the upper reaches of the beat. The  
Laxa is a big river but in some places it goes through 
quite small spaces and is therefore vigorous and 
turbulent. At other points it goes through broad 
channels where it is as calm as the proverbial mill 
pond – unless there is a brisk and chilly upstream 
wind ruffling its surface.

So we began in faster water with a 
couple of nymphs – a 6 ft leader with 
a size 10 nymph on the end and a 
size 16 dangling from its shank. 
This was the advice. And it was 
sound advice because our leader 
and host connected on about his 
third cast. Rod bent, reel screaming, clearly an 
enormous trout involved, me and the guide  
cheering for the whole five-second experience before 
the fish simply spat out the hook and pushed off. 
“Ooooohhhh!”, we said when he hooked it. 
“Aaaaahhhh!”, we cried as he lost it. “You will lose 
more than you will land,” said the guide. “These fish 
don’t like to be caught. They will fight; if you want to 
catch them you must fight, too.”

If I have learned anything during a long and  
varied fishing career it is that when a seasoned 
professional gives you a bit of advice, it often pays  
to listen to it and attempt to put it into effect.

So when I felt my line tighten only a few minutes 

later I did not lift into the fish, 
take up the slack on the reel and 
let the rod do its work. Instead, I 
gave a sharp strike that slapped 
the line against the rod handle, 
grabbed the slack I had been 
retrieving in my left hand and 
prepared to give battle. I say 
prepared: I was prepared, more or 
less. What I wasn’t was ready. I 
wasn’t ready for the fish to grab 
back half of the line from my 
hand in a nanosecond and charge 
off downstream like a runaway 
bus. If I hadn’t dropped the line 
sharpish I dare say that one at 
least of my fingers would have 
ended up jammed in the first rod 
ring. As it was the whole shebang 
was near as dammit wrenched 
out of my hand and if I hadn’t 
been standing comfortably 
braced against a convenient stone 
I reckon I would have been face 
down in the river into the 
bargain. But before I could draw 
breath the line went slack and 

there I was standing uselessly in the river staring  
into space and wondering for the time being just 
quite what had occurred.

“He has taken your flies and your tippet,” says the 
guide. “You did not fight that one very hard, did you?  
I think you will have to fight harder next time, 
perhaps?” His name was Raven – which is a good 
Icelandic name; actually it’s a good name in any 

language, I reckon – and he was 
small and wiry and modest. But he 
had fished these waters man and 
boy and he knew whereof he spoke. 
I dare say that he had seen many 
visitors with the same shellshocked 
expression I was now wearing and 
was wondering which way I would 

go at this point. Take up the cudgels and meet the fish 
like a man; or sit on the bank weeping for the rest of 
the trip. I looked at him looking at me and channelled 
my inner Great Red Bearded Ghillie, “Tsach!”, says I. 
“Let us lash on another flea, Raven, and by all the 
gods, let us show these trout we mean business.”

So Raven made up another cast and I tied on 
another leash of nymphs and cast once more into  
the torrent, swearing solemnly as I did so that if the 
gods looked favourably on my offering and granted 
me another fish, this time I would not only be 
prepared, I would be ready. And that fish  
would get the shock of its life.

This is Iceland: I didn’t have to wait very long.

“The fish simply  
spat out the hook and 

pushed off”
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Demon Smuggler brings the advantages of SINTRIX® 330 technology applied to a  

6 section travel rod delivering unprecedented durability for the adventurous angler.

LONG HAUL OR DOUBLE HAUL,  
DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT.

www.hardyfishing.com


