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“The Jedi-Con ‘Saturday Night Fever’ 
event was one of the highlights of the 
program,” writes Lukasz Mlotkowski. 
“It included lightsaber duels, the 
Best Costume contest, and an 
absolutely smashing concert by the 
Sarlacc Survivors.” Photos by Lukasz 
Mlotkowski.

More...

Fans enjoyed the fi fth presentation of Jedi-Con, the Star Wars fan festival 
organized by the Offi cial Star Wars Fan Club of Germany. The event, held March 
21-23 in the Maritim Düsseldorf Hotel, commemorated 30 years of the Star 
Wars  saga in Germany.

Jedi-Con was divided into “planets,” with Tatooine 
hosting the offi cial convention store and Corellia 
the exhibit hall and dealer tables. Fans fl ocked to 
Geonosis and Hoth for autographs, to Alderaan for 
fan activities, and to Kamino to see the R2-D2 Droid 
Builders’ group.

“A very signifi cant portion of the convention 
program was devoted to collecting,” writes 
Lukasz Mlotkowski. “Panels by Duncan Jenkins 
and Gus Lopez attracted a great number of fans, 
and the Star Wars auction conducted by Steve 
Sansweet was no doubt among the highlights of 
the convention.”

“The unique atmosphere created by the guests and fans from all over the world 
proved beyond doubt that no matter what our differences, our passion will 
help us communicate in the spirit of friendship and understanding,” concludes 
Mlotkowski. “These international friendships will be the basis for future meetings, 

events and conventions, which in turn 
will allow the younger generations to 
live through this unique and magical 
atmosphere of Star Wars, which is only 
found in the company of fans from all 
around the world.”



One of the highlights of Jedi-Con is the auction, produced 
in part to benefi t the Offi cial Star Wars Fan Club of Ger-
many. Few would know the value of collectibles better 
than celebrity auctioneer and world-class collector Steve 
Sansweet of Lucasfi lm. “This is the third or fourth time 
that I’ve been the auctioneer at a Jedi-Con, and I have a 
blast doing it!” says Sansweet. “It’s fun, every once in 
a while, to be on 
the selling, rather 
than the buying 
side.” Steve, we 
at Bantha Tracks 
have a hard time 
believing that you 
weren’t on the 
buying side at 
least part of the 
time at Jedi-Con! 
Photos from Mint-
In-Box.
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R2-D2 Builders moored their masterpieces in the “Kamino” section of Jedi-Con. Always a favorite attraction, the 
Builders create their own droid replicas, and most of them are radio-controlled. Photo by Lukasz Mlotkowski.

Daniel Logan (young Boba Fett, top) shared his Star 
Wars experiences on stage. Actor Jeremy Bulloch (Boba 
Fett), drew on his extensive fi lm and television career 
as he conducted acting workshops for attendees at 
Jedi-Con. Photo by Lukasz Mlotkowski.



to be enjoying the show with 
everyone else. Members of 
the R2-D2 Builders’ Group 
ran their droids about the 
show via radio control to the 
delight of fans. They also 
hosted a panel on how to 
get started building movie 
accurate droids. 

Friday night the 
true hard core fans 
gathered for the “Last 
Movie Standing” Star 

Wars Fan Movie presentation with Lucasfi lm’s Mary 
Franklin, and stuck it out until the (late night) end of 
the show to see which movie was the last standing, 
and to get cool vintage Star Wars collectibles. 

“My husband and 
I enjoyed the ‘Last 
Movie Standing’ 
program again,” 
writes Simpson. “We 
make sure to attend 
every year. We 
laughed through the 
funny fi lms, endured 
having the Christmas 
Tauntauns song 
stuck in our heads 
for two days, and 
I even got to see 
my name on the 
screen!” Simpson 
is in the credits for 

Pitching Lucas 
for providing cos-
tume elements.

In the “Last 
Movie Standing,” 

movies created by Star Wars fans for the annual Star 
Wars Fan Movie Challenge were played in categories 
like “Fan Epics,” “Animated Winners,” “Shortfellas,” and 
“Feel Good Movies.” The audience voted by applause 
for their favorite in each category, with the winners in 
each going head to head for the title. For Love of The 
Film by Barry Curtis, a “Feel Good” picture, narrowly 
beat the animated IG-88: The Dancing Robot by 
Anton Bogaty. 

See these movies and many other great fi lms by Star 
Wars fans at http://www.starwars.atomfi lms.com.

WonderCon, produced in San 
Francisco by the Comic-

Con International team, is the 
little brother event to the huge 
July convention in San Diego. 
Taking place February 22-24 in the 
Moscone Center, WonderCon 
again attracted a strong Star Wars 
contingent, including many area fan 
groups that participated in every-
thing from programming 
to fundraising.

“WonderCon is always fun,” 
writes Pam Simpson, a Bay Area fan and convention-
goer. “It’s smaller and less crowded than other 
conventions, and everyone seems friendlier since 
they’re not packed in like sardines all day. 
It’s also a nicer place 
for wearing costumes.”

Among the fans 
attending wearing 
costumes were area 
501st, Rebel Legion, 
and Fan Force groups. 
Besides hosting cost-
uming panels, and 
staffi ng tables on the 
exhibit fl oor, costumed 
fan groups also add 
color and order to the 
weekend by perform-
ing “security” duties 
for WonderCon. “Move 
along. Move along.”

A big highlight of 
WonderCon for fans 
was the Lucasfi lm 
presentation on 
Saturday, hosted 
by Steve Sansweet. Sansweet showcased game play 
footage from the upcoming The Force Unleashed with 
LucasArts guest Brett Rector. Also appearing were 
The Clone Wars Supervising Director Dave Filoni, 
and Producer Catherine Winder, who talked about 
the highly-anticipated animated movie and television 
series. No Clone Wars presentation would be complete 
without clone troopers, and costumed clones from the 
area 501st Legion escorted Filoni and Winder on stage. 

Those navigating the halls at WonderCon were likely to 
be navigating next to droids like R2-D2, who seemed 
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The Fans’ Eye View

Left: At WonderCon, costumed fans can really stand out. “This year my husband Scott 
took his newly-fi nished Darth Nihilus costume, while I trooped as Mara Jade,” says Pam 
Simpson. “Before long we met up with a friend who was also representing the Expanded 
Universe!  Right: Members of the 501st Legion, mostly from the Golden Gate and Central 
California Garrisons, pose for their group shot at WonderCon. Photo by David Iskra.
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WonderCon 
fan portraits 
by Stephanie 
Bouzard.

The San Francisco Fan 
Force and Rebel Legion 
ran a successful fundraiser 
for Cure Autism Now! 
out of their booths on 
the WonderCon exhibit 
hall fl oor. Photo by Kathy 
Skirmont. 

What’s a princess to do? 
Who knows which droid 
has the secret stolen 
plans? A costumed Leia 
can’t choose between two 
of the Astromech droids 
brought by the R2-D2 
Builders’ group. Photo 
submitted by Chris James. 
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Fans line up after the 
“Last Movie Standing” 
to pick up free goodies 
from Lucasfi lm, including 
stickers and photos from 
vintage Fan Club kits, 
and 45 records from 
1980 of the Imperial 
March. “I used some of 
the Star Wars giveaway 
pictures as prizes for my 
students who surpassed 
their reading goals,” 
writes Pam Simpson, 
“and I had some very 
happy kids in my 
class. Yes, I’m teaching 
them reading, math, 
and how to be Star Wars 
fans.  Sounds like a 
well-rounded education 
to me!” 
                                 
Photos by Mary Franklin

Above: R2-D2 wants to be friends with a very young fan at 
WonderCon. Photo submitted by Chris James.
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Bantha Tracks Presents: 

The joys of Star Wars clearly span 
generations. What better way 
to get the kids involved in the 
worldwide Star Wars community 
than by introducing them to the 
galaxy right from the start? Even 
though a few of these kids might 
not be quite old enough to sit 
through an entire movie, they 
defi nitely are caught up in the 
spirit of family fandom. 

Dad and Mom, Sean and Christine, sent in this 

picture of their favorite Jedi, 1-year-old Charlotte 

Grace, with her favorite Jedi, Master Yoda.

Keira Catherine checks out R2-D2. “Is this the droid I’m 

looking for?” Photo sent by Keira’s dad, Chris.

Richard from Windsor, 

England, is proud of his 

4-month-old son, “Luke 

Ozzy Side.”
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Bantha Babies
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“I was inspired to send photos of my son 

Lukas after seeing the next generation 

of fans in Bantha Tracks in the 100th 

issue of Insider. As you can see the force 

runs strong in our family,” writes Lukas’ 

dad, Darren. “Lukas is quickly joining the 

ranks of a super fan at only 6 months old. 

He is already passing on his teachings to 

Darth Tater, Spud Trooper and Artoo 

Potatoo.”

“This is my son at 

only 2 days old 
on Halloween,” 
writes Dad Paul. 

“He was only 
3lbs. 14 oz. 
The costume 
is from the 
Qui-Gon 
Jinn 12” 
figure.”

“15-month-old 
Ashton recognizes his favorite 
characters from Star Wars,” writes Dad. “He watches the movies with Daddy at least once a week.”

“I enclose a photo of 
my 18-month-old son, 
Daniel, who is  doing 
his best Darth Maul 
impersonation!” writes 
Dad Darren.
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Submit pictures to Bantha Tracks! Here’s 
how:

Bantha Tracks Submission Guidelines: Any original 
art, envelope art, comics, illustrations, news, stories, 
meeting information, or any materials voluntarily 
submitted become the property of Bantha Tracks. No 
compensation will be given for voluntary submissions, 
and there is no guarantee of publication. Submissions 
to Bantha Tracks will not be returned. Each submission 
must include the creator’s name, age, contact 
information, date the work was created, and a 
statement that the work is original, created by the 
person submitting it, and that the person is a member 
of Hyperspace: The Offi cial Star Wars Fan Club. 
Send electronic fi les to banthatracks@starwars.com, 
or send your snail mail to Bantha Tracks, c/o Mary 
Franklin, P.O. Box 29901, San Francisco, CA 94912.

Coming Up! The Almost-Annual 
Bantha Tracks Wedding Edition! 
Send pictures and stories of your 
favorite Star Wars bride and 
groom. Nothing beats a wedding 
on the Force side!
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…like a Darth Vader Valentine’s cake! “Just 
wanted to share this attached pic with you. My 
wife made this for us while I was at work today,” 
writes “Jedi Justin” LaSalata. Awesome cake! 
Thank you from Bantha Tracks, and here’s to 
many more Happy Valentine’s Days!

Nothing Says 

I Love You...

Get In Tracks!

Lovely Slave Leia costumers gather at New York Comic-Con in 
April. The photo was submitted by Jamin Fite, organizer of the 
shoot and the webmaster of www.leiasmetalbikini.com. Photo by 
Shon Anderson.


