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Exchange your vows
in a dream location



With all the wedding details covered, Amari Koh Samui 

offers a memorable and uniquely Thai experience 

to make your dream holiday come true.



Create your dream wedding, please contact 

reservations.kohsamui@amari.com 

www.amari.com

White sand beaches, coral reefs, 

coconut trees and friendly faces make this 

a tropical island paradise. Picturesque 

and happening, Amari Koh Samui is an 

exotic locale, destined to enchant, relax, 

inspire and remember forever.
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WEDDING IN PARADISE

As you walk down this natural aisle with a gentle breeze in your hair accompanied by 
the song of birds and the sound of the swirling river waters below as your wedding march, 

exchange vows on the breathtaking edge of the river valley.

Ubud, a magical part of Bali is the ideal location for your wedding.

Maya Ubud Resort & Spa
Jl. Gunung Sari, Peliatan, Ubud, Bali 80571 Indonesia  |  T. +62.361.977888

mayaresorts.com



Tropical Island Sunset 
Beach Weddings where two hearts

beat as one

“We were truly blessed to be married on
Aroa Beach at The Rarotongan. Our family

and friends experienced a weddingg lliikkee no other.
The day was truly magical!!!!” RRooyy && CCllaauuddiinnee

R A R O T O N G A

SANC T UA R Y
rarotonga 

Adults-Only Seclusion on Absolute Beachfront

info@sanctuaryrarotonga.com

SanctuaryRarotonga.com

The Cook Islands’ leading Wedding Resort

info@therarotongan.com

TheRarotongan.com

The ONLY Resort set right on the  

World’s Most Beautiful Lagoon; now Adults-Only

info@aitutakilagoonresort.com

AitutakiLagoonResort.com

NEW! DREAMTIME ALL-INCLUSIVE Wedding Package: Aruru ‘Haven of Love’ Wedding Package + 5 nights  

Beachfront Suite stay for Bride & Groom + Buffet Dinner & 3-hr Beverages for 30 guests, all from only $5,999!

Email info@rarotongan.co.ck or weddings@rarotongan.co.ck now! Like us on 

Facebook!



From the editor
Welcome to our fifth 

annual edition of 

Great Destination 

Weddings magazine!

Whether you’re looking to say “I do” on a 

faraway tropical island or hoping for a wedding 

weekend-away somewhere closer to home, the 

wedding of your dreams is within reach now 

you've found the 2016/17 annual release  

of Great Destination Weddings magazine. 

So what will you find in this edition? More  

than 150 pages of dreamy destination  

weddings and contacts for the resorts, hotels 

and wedding specialists who help couples from 

all over the world plan their stress-free 

destination wedding.

From Bali to Thailand, and the Philippines  

to Fiji, you’ll find a myriad of island and  

beach locations. However, you don’t need  

to travel overseas for a gorgeous beach or 

Tanya Joslin

Editor & publisher

island wedding – Australia also has plenty of 

stunning toes-in-the-sand offerings. Starting on 

page 19, our editorial team has created a handy 

guide to beach weddings with tips on what you 

need to think about, gowns that are ideal for this 

style of wedding, and tricks to pull off the 

tropical wedding you've been envisaging.

Not a tropical bride? Fret not, amongst these 

pages are rural homesteads and country-style 

wedding locations to tempt you. We’ve also had 

a peek at some stunning European castles for 

the girl who wants to be a real princess for the 

day, and featured an exotic wedding in India for 

those couples who want something completely 

different. Thinking about a Vegas wedding? 

We've covered that too!

Last, but certainly not least, you’ll hear from real 

couples who chose a destination wedding. This 

is one of the most labour-intensive parts of the 

magazine, but we think one of the most 

important as nothing is quite as inspirational  

as hearing it from couples who thought about  

a destination wedding, felt the nerves and did  

it anyway.

We wish you a wonderful destination wedding 

and would love to hear about your adventure  

when you get back home. Email us at   

info@greatdestinationweddings.com.au and tell 

us about your special day. You never know, you 

might be featured in the next issue!

If you need more inspiration or contacts,  

visit greatdestinationweddings.com.au

weddings | events | destinations www.blisscreations.asia
C  R  E  A  T  I  O  N  S

creating blissfully ever after...
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10 REASONS
Give me

Words by Yvette Chapman

Getting married is a milestone moment worthy of a  

once-in-a-lifetime celebration. If the idea of having your 

wedding at a local venue where other people you know have 

been married seems a little passé, why not travel to an idyllic 

locale for a fun destination wedding – either just the two of 

you or with a bunch of your favourite people? A destination 

wedding may seem extravagant but there’s a good chance it’ll 

save you money. Plus, there are loads of other great reasons to 

ditch tradition and join the ranks of adventurous couples who 

are saying “yes” to dreamy destinations.

1TRUSTY 
WINGMAN

Destination weddings are a perfect way to 

stave off those Bridezilla tendencies you 

didn’t even know you had. Rather than 

micromanaging every minute detail yourself, 

many popular resorts offer a wedding 

coordinator as part of their packages who 

will tailor the perfect day for you. They’ll 

take care of every aspect, so all you’ll need to 

do is turn up and enjoy the day (oh and the 

stress-free months leading up to it!). And, if 

Photo by 
Centara Grand 

Beach Resort
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the resort itself doesn’t offer a coordinator, 

don’t stress – there are wedding coordinators 

here in Australia (and all around the world for 

that matter) who specialise in creating dream 

destination weddings and being a trusty 

wingman throughout your journey.

2REDOLENT 
ROMANCE

It would be super romantic to marry 

somewhere you’ve shared special memories 

with your partner. Perhaps you can revisit the 

place you first met, or where you had your first 

holiday together, or that place you’ve both been 

wistfully dreaming about that’s on the top of 

your bucket list.

3THE  
A-LISTERS

Weddings closer to home often rack up huge 

guest lists, largely due to obligation. But let’s 

face it, how many couples invite acquaintances 

they won’t ever see again, or distant family 

friends just because they feel they have to? 

Even if you do invite them, a destination 

wedding often creates its own form of natural 

attrition, where only your nearest and dearest 

will attend. If you’re worried that some of your 

close entourage won’t be able to afford travel 

costs, give them plenty of notice to save up – or 

better still, use it as an excuse to have another 

party when you get back home.

4FAMILY  
FUSION

Some couples get caught in the middle of 

tense family feuds about whether the wedding 

should be held in the bride’s or groom’s 

home town. Hang on, whose wedding is 

this? To relieve this type of pressure, choose 

somewhere else entirely. Selecting a neutral 

location that both families have to travel to 

might just be the perfect remedy. 

5MODEST  
MOOLAH

Most Australian venues specialising in 

destination weddings offer competitive 

packages that include group discounts for 

accommodation. That, combined with the fact 

flights within the country are so affordable, 

means that now is a great time to look at 

marrying in one of Australia’s stunning 

regions. If you’re travelling to Asia there’s a 

good chance you’ll get more bang for your 

buck overseas, even though the Aussie dollar 

might not be as strong as it has been in recent 

years. Alternatively, some of the Pacific’s most 

luxurious resorts offer ridiculously affordable 

wedding packages – and even include them 

free with their accommodation packages. 

Ultimately though, it’s often the smaller guest 

list limited to close family and friends that 

results in the greatest savings. It’s also a good 

idea to seek out venues that offer seasonal 

discounts or accommodation savings for large 

groups, wherever you decide to get married.

6MAN-MADE
In most weddings, the bride-to-be plays 

the leading role in steering the wedding ship 

through stormy moments and challenging 

winds of change during the planning stages. 

While a groom has certain duties he’ll 

traditionally attend to – such as organising 

outfits with his group of merry men – that’s 

often about the extent of his involvement. If you 

want your guy more engaged in the planning 

process, throwing a destination wedding 

might do the trick. He may be willing to 

provide much more input into things like travel 

logistics such as transport, accommodation 

and sourcing fun activities for the bridal party 

to do than you could have possibly entertained 

in a traditional game plan. Why? Simply 

Photo courtesy of 
Kanda Residences, 
Koh Samui

Photo by Berry 
Juansyah

Photo courtesy of  
Nanuku Auberge 

Resort & Spa
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because to him a destination wedding is as 

much a travelling adventure as it is about you 

becoming his beautiful bride.

7VACATION 
ELATION

Destination weddings have the added benefit 

of treating everyone to a wonderful holiday. 

And, who doesn’t like a holiday right? If you 

want to choose a location that’ll really wow 

your guests, pick somewhere that none of you 

have ever been to before  – and can spend loads 

of time reminiscing about afterwards.

8WEDDINGMOON
Many couples who have a destination 

wedding will also tell you that it doubled as 

their honeymoon spot. Aside from the obvious 

financial benefits, less time spent in airports 

and aeroplanes equals more time together and 

of course, longer holidays!

9POSTCARD 
PERFECT

Wedding photos are a memoir you’ll keep 

forever, so it would be great to capture 

precious moments in heavenly places. 

Azure seas, white sand, turquoise lagoons, 

manicured lawns, untamed rainforests and 

sultry sunsets are just some of the stunning, 

natural backdrops that are hard to beat.

10CULTURE 
VULTURE

If a meringue-style wedding dress doesn’t 

really float your boat, and your other half 

despises stuffy suits, ditch the typical garb 

and do something different. Why not wear 

the traditional costume of the country you’re 

visiting, or wear a sundress with a floral crown 

or lei and go barefoot for a ceremony on the 

sand. This advice applies double to the local 

culture and customs. By incorporating them 

into your ceremony or reception you can add 

a unique and quirky twist, such as a coconut 

blessing and benediction in the Pacific Islands.

Photo by Gusde 
Photography
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PLAN YOUR

BUSH
WEDDING

COUNTRY
WEDDING

PLAN YOUR

• Berry

• Terara

• Milton



PLAN YOUR

BEACH
WEDDING

• Jervis Bay

• Mollymook

• Sussex Inlet



Fiji’s #1 Resort & Spa

Romantic, intimate, all inclusive.
Design your dream destination wedding in Fiji  | NamaleResort.com



Your guide to

beach  
weddings

There’s a lot to love about a beach wedding – and not just the gorgeous setting. 

Here are a few things you might not have thought of.
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GONE WITH  
THE WIND
Be honest, when you imagine your wedding, 

does it involve you standing by the water’s 

edge with a coastal breeze gently lifting your 

hair, giving you that flattering supermodel-

near-an-industrial-fan look? We totally get 

it, but if the breeze isn’t so gentle the reality 

versus the dream can be a bit different – the 

end result: your face behind a curtain of hair! 

To make sure the only thing sweeping you 

away is your charming husband, consider a 

well-secured, up-do and think twice about a 

veil if it’s particularly windy. Flowing braids, 

loose ponytails, fishtail plaits and messy buns 

look stunning for beach weddings, and also 

keep those pesky fly-aways in check.

 

DRESSING FOR  
THE OCCASION
You wouldn’t wear a massive ballgown and 

six-inch heels on the beach at any other time 

of the year, so why do it on your wedding day? 

Soft, flowing materials are a beach bride’s 

best friend as they reduce the chance of you 

working up an unattractive sweat (sorry, 

‘glow’) while walking down the aisle. Unless 

you and your bridesmaids have Michelle 

Bridges’ calf muscles and balance, ditch the 

heels for a pair of flat sandals, sparkly flip-flops 

or even a pair of boho-chic ‘barefoot sandals’. 

Keep the guys looking cool, calm and collected 

in a pair of tan or white cotton pants with a 

classic white button-up shirt. When it comes to 

suits, pale tones are a great choice and reduce 

the sweat-factor. The relaxed, effortless look 

is key for a beach wedding, so swap the dress 

shoes for a cheeky pair of – dare we say it – 

thongs. They’re practical, a little bit kitsch, and 

a good conversation starter.

BE READY FOR 
UNINVITED 
GUESTS
Beaches are public spaces so onlookers can  

be considered unwelcome guests. If you don’t 

fancy having onlookers attending, aim to 

have your ceremony 

on a small, lesser-

known beach – and 

potentially in the tourist 

off-season.  

Or you could reconsider 

marrying on a  

public beach altogether. Many 

overseas resorts are blessed with 

their own private beaches – just be sure 

to look into their beach  

wedding policies.

MAKE  
IT LEGAL
Other than the obvious wedding legalities, 

research your beach of choice and get a permit 

if required. Most Australian beaches will have 

a guest limit in order to minimise impact on 

the environment and other beach users. If 

you’re having an overseas wedding, check any 

permits or guidelines in the months before 

you go. Be prepared to have a small, intimate 

ceremony and to fill out some pre-wedding 

council paperwork.

HAVE A  
“PLAN B”
Like any outdoor wedding there is, 

unfortunately, always the possibility of rain, 

especially if you’re marrying in the monsoon 

season. Having a “Plan B” is essential: think 

gazebos or shelters in nearby parks, or even a 

nearby hotel or hall – a good wedding planner 

will be full of suggestions specific to your 

destination. If research and weather maps don’t 

intimidate you, look up the weather patterns in 

the area from previous years and find a time of 

year that’s mostly sunny, but under 30°C – your 

guests will thank you.

“Fans 

for guests are a 

great thing to provide at 

a beach wedding in case there is 

no breeze. Also be sure to have cool 

water available for guests to drink. Petal 

aisles look beautiful but the petals may fly 

away before the ceremony even begins, so 

perhaps plan arrangements that aren’t loose 

but in the sand or in pots instead. Talk to a 

professional organiser at your destination who 

knows the local venues and beaches well, and 

can give you advice in relation to things like 

tides, access and power, as well as organise 

the required permits for you.”
Katrina Simorangkir, Bali Weddings 

International

baliweddingsinternational.com
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Precious cargo:  
transporting the gown

The all-important wedding gown is something you want to take care of,  

especially when travelling overseas, but this alone can come with its own set of challenges.  

We asked some of our favourite bridal designers for their advice.

To have and  
to fold

“Remember to pack your veil 

at the back of the garment 

bag, behind your gown, so 

the zip doesn’t snag the 

delicate tulle.”

Pina Fiorenza, Fiorenza 

Collections

Have a falling out
“Take your gown and veil out 

as soon as you arrive to allow 

any kinks and creases to  

fall out.”

Gill Hulse, Paddington 

Weddings

Plastic fantastic
“Pack your gown in plastic 

first to protect the fabric, 

then wrap it in acid-free 

paper before placing it in 

a flight box. Check your 

airline’s carry-on size 

specifications to avoid a  

pre-wedding meltdown.”

Wendy Makin, Wendy Makin 

Couture

 

“It’s a good idea 

to have a spare shirt to 

change into just before the 

ceremony, so if it’s been  

a hot and steamy day you can 

still look and feel fresh. Also 

ensure there’s plenty  

of sunscreen around.”

Marcus Bell, Studio Impressions

studioimpressions.com.au

WHAT TO PACK
Staring at your empty suitcase with 

trepidation? Keep calm and follow these simple 

tips for packing for your beach wedding:

• It’s a beach wedding, so the clue is in the 

name: pack light, summery clothing.

• Think about exactly what outfits you plan 

to wear. Research your destination’s dressing 

customs and keep them in mind when packing. 

In some destinations, sleeveless clothes are 

a no-no, so think ahead to avoid being that 

ignorant tourist.

• Invest in smart separates and maybe even 

some convertible pieces. Leave some extra 

space in your suitcase for a few souvenirs.

• Oh, who are we kidding? Obviously you’re 

going to pack too much (it’s your wedding, 

after all), but don’t stress – just check out 

excess baggage costs before you head off.

greatdestinationweddings.com.au        21
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beach 
brides
From boho-chic to coastal charm, the 

‘beachy’ look is a bridal style that’s as 

beautiful as it is timeless.

“Prep the hair with a clarifying 

shampoo or conditioner, then do 

a double mousse blowdry – which 

is the art of layering volumising 

products to build up the hair cuticle 

to hold the desired curl. When hair 

is fully blowdried, curl it. Set, spray 

and brush the hair out using a GHD 

carbon comb, before finishing 

off the look with either L’Oreal 

Professionnel Tecni Art Crystal 

Gloss or Keune Design Brilliant 

Gloss Spray.”
Reichen Hodson, Hare’s Hair

hareshair.com.au

Light materials 
look stunning 
and keep things 
cool, calm and 
collected. Dress 
things up with 
accessories or get 
the “barely there” 
look for something 
more relaxed.

Photo courtesy of Odylyne the Ceremony

Photo courtesy 

of Odylyne the 

Ceremony

Photos from Spell Designs
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For a touch of barefoot 
luxury, channel your 
inner gypsy with flowing 
materials and boho-chic 
accessories. 

Keep it breezy and 
beautiful with 

summery designs 
like two-piece 

combinations and 
backless gowns.

Use waterproof eye makeup 

because humidity (and a few 

tears) can melt your makeup into 

panda eyes very quickly!  

Avoid lip gloss if it’s windy 

and go for a lip stain instead, 

to ensure your hair doesn’t get 

caught in it.  

Ensure your foundation contains 

SPF if you’re having a daytime 

wedding, so that it actually 

protects your skin.

Liv Lundelius, Liv Lundelius Makeup 
makeup.livlundelius.com

Photo courtesy of  

Watters at Wendy 

Makin Bridal Designs

Photo courtesy of  

Bride La Boheme

Photo courtesy of 

 Odylyne the Ceremony 

Photo courtesy  

of Forever Soles

greatdestinationweddings.com.au        23



The world’s your oyster when 
it comes to styling a beach 
wedding but keeping things 

looking effortless is key. Dress 
tables with plenty of seaside 
charm like shells, driftwood, 

starfish and twinkling 
candles for a relaxed and 

playful look.

beach 
styling
Let your styling enhance 

the surrounding 

natural beauty for an 

unforgettable beach 

wedding. 

Be inspired by a calming 
natural palette or liven 
things up with bright, 

tropical hues.

Photo courtesy of 

 Little Gray Station

Photo courtesy of 

Beautiful Weddings 

Photo courtesy of 

 Little Gray Station

Photo courtesy of 

Beautiful Weddings 
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The Five Commandments

Stress less

Words by Emily Russ

1
KEEP A BUDGET
A wedding budget might seem like 

an oxymoron but it can be your best 

friend when planning a wedding. Discuss 

with your partner exactly how much you plan 

to spend, and be sure to put a little extra cash 

aside in a back-up fund just in case something 

unexpected happens or a loved one can’t  

afford to travel to your wedding. It’s im-

portant to be super organised by keeping a 

spreadsheet of absolutely everything. Your 

itemised list should include each component 

of the wedding and the expected costs, but 

be sure to track the actual costs as you go to 

ensure you don’t blow the budget.

2
CONSIDER  
YOUR GUESTS
Remember, a destination wedding 

is also a holiday for your guests. While it’s 

impossible to get everyone’s buy-in on each 

decision, try to make the experience feel 

inclusive when possible. Group accommoda-

tion is a fabulous option for negotiating bulk 

discounts and it’ll also help less travel-savvy 

guests feel more at ease. Consider where most 

of your guests will be flying from and check 

airfare prices and connections – you don’t 

want your guests paying exorbitant amounts 

to join you or changing flights several times 

just to get there. If some of your invited guests 

don’t have the budget or time to attend your 

destination wedding resist pressuring them. 

A destination wedding is often less 

stressful than a wedding at home, 

especially if you appoint a wedding 

coordinator or your chosen resort 

includes one as part of its wedding 

package. However, there are a few 

things you need to do to ensure the 

entire planning process and actual 

wedding goes off without a hitch. 

stress-free affair. Australian and overseas 

wedding venues that specialise in destination 

weddings often have a dedicated wedding 

coordinator who is happy to organise 

everything for you at no extra cost. Many 

brides we’ve spoken to who have had 

destination weddings, refer to their wedding 

coordinators as “angels”. However, if you  

have something bespoke or unique in mind, 

or are dreaming of a five-star event unlike 

anything your chosen resort has done before, 

it pays to find your own wedding planner 

who can work in conjunction with the resort’s 

wedding coordinator. Wedding coordinators 

are pros at communication, understanding  

the local geography and customs, and 

sourcing suppliers – giving you precious 

peace of mind that you’ll really be  

thankful for. 

5
HAVE A  
BACK-UP PLAN
Imagine this: You’ve planned your 

dream beach wedding and all of your 

favourite people are there, then an hour 

before your wedding ceremony the heavens 

open up and it pours with torrential rain. 

It’s times like these that you’ll wish you had 

a back-up plan. The worst thing you can do 

is let this kind of stuff ruin your special day, 

which is why it’s important to discuss a  

back-up plan with the resort before your 

actual wedding day. Being prepared will 

alleviate stress and give you the confidence  

to make your dream wedding a reality.

Instead, organise a post-wedding soiree 

where you can share your wedding photos 

and catch up with those who would’ve loved 

to attend but weren’t able to.

3
BE PRACTICAL
Although it’s a phrase every bride is 

probably familiar with, it’s easier said 

than done when planning a destination  

wedding. To ensure the day is stress-free, do 

some research. Knowing about things like 

monsoonal patterns and vaccinations from the 

get-go will help you decide where and when 

to marry. Find out about the flight times,  

wedding legalities, accommodation  

options and best times of year to travel to 

your destination of choice. See whether there 

are any festivals or major events scheduled 

and try to avoid those dates as costs are likely 

to be much higher, not to mention the influx 

of tourists. On the flip side, avoid the low  

season as restaurants and must-see sites 

could be closed during that period. It’s a good 

idea to share relevant information with your 

guests in the form of an information sheet that 

can be sent out with the invitations. 

4
ENGAGE  
AN EXPERT
If you spend money on one thing for 

your destination wedding, make it a wedding 

coordinator. A good wedding coordinator is 

a lifesaver who will help make your big day 

(and of course the lead up to it) a very  
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Visit
www.cocoboduhithi.com

or email info@cocoboduhithi.com for more information

There are some moments that pass in a second,
but last for a  lifetime. It�s these experiences

island paradise of Coco Bodu Hithi; surprising
and authentic touches that make your stay a

where contemporary creature comforts blend

reconnect with the world around them.



Happy 
Ever After
When you think of “living the dream”, you probably don’t picture grabbing 

your honey’s hand and hightailing it to a dreamy castle for a magical 

wedding (with or without an entourage in tow)... but perhaps you should.

Words by Yvette Chapman



If you’ve always dreamed of a  

fairytale wedding to begin your  

happy ever after, why not have a  

destination wedding in a European 

castle? Not only is a castle  

très-beautiful, it will imbue your 

special day with period drama, while 

adding an air of distinguished  

elegance and glamour to your  

nuptials. Grandiose architecture,  

gorgeous backdrops and exquisite 

interiors aside, there’s also the rich 

history and the five-star service 

that’ll have you feeling like a princess 

in your own right! Think sprawling 

lawns, eloquent chapels, decadent 

banquet tables, and Gatsby-style 

chandeliers that set the scene for an 

uber decadent and opulent affair. 

Here are three drool-worthy castles 

to get your dreams started.

Photo courtesy of Ashford Castle



PRINCESS BRIDE 

Ashford Castle 
Mayo County, Ireland

Why marry there?

Imagine being set down in a helicopter within 

the majestic grounds of a sprawling ancient 

woodland on the picturesque shores of Lake 

Lough Corrib, and being welcomed at the 

gates with the hypnotic sounds of traditional 

bagpipes. Iconic Ashford Castle has won 

multiple awards as the “most romantic hotel” 

in Europe. Built in 1228, Ashford Castle 

(ashfordcastle.com) is renowned for its homely 

ambience and dignified interiors.

Set on 350 acres, the castle is able to 

exclusively accommodate up to 164 guests in 

luxurious rooms and suites tucked away in 

turrets, and in a spectacular Lakeside Cottage. 

The antique furnishings, decadent artwork, 

bespoke beds swathed in plush Egyptian cotton, 

and opulent touches like sumptuous towelling 

are fit for royalty.

Have a civil ceremony in its selection of 

elegant venues or say “I do” in the on-site 

Protestant Church, or at one of the Roman 

Catholic churches nearby. Ashford Castle also 

has a bar, tennis court, beautiful Renaissance 

fireplace, and walled Victorian gardens – oh 

and who can resist a hearty Irish breakfast 

after a big day and night of festivities.

Do: Treat yourself and your guests to some 

falconry or archery lessons at the castle, or a 

luxurious treatment at its signature Spa.
Photo courtesy of 

Ashford Castle

Photo courtesy of 

Ashford Castle

30



MEDIEVAL WANDERLUST 

Detenice Château Resort 
Detenice, Czech Republic

Why marry there?

Make an entrance to the fanfare of trumpets, gunfire and 

halberdiers at the gates of this mid-11th century castle, one 

hour north-east of Prague. This former Gothic fortress,  

Detenice Château Resort (detenice.cz/en), is comprised 

of a Baroque Castle, Château Park and Medieval Tavern, 

as well as a number of hotels.

Say your vows at Château Hall, the Chapel or in Château Park, 

which features ancient and unique tree species and a beautiful 

fountain, then enjoy a gothic-style reception in the Medieval 

Tavern or Banquet Hall, or a garden reception with fireworks 

and knight tournaments in the four-hectare Château Park

A reception in the Medieval Tavern involves dining on rustic 

stone and oak tables. Watch the food being made before your 

eyes on an open fire and enjoy the backdrop of live music,  

table dancers, fakirs and swordsmen. After your wedding, 

retreat to the 41-room Medieval Hotel, which is reportedly the 

only hotel in the Czech Republic to be listed amongst the most 

“Unusual and Unique Hotels of the World“.

Do: Check out the unique weapons collection from the Knights 

of Malta and the preserved Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque 

frescoes and wall paintings. Also be sure to visit the on-site horse 

stables and the brewery that even houses a beer museum.

OPULENT 

SPLENDOUR 

Swinton Park 
North Yorkshire, England

Why marry there?

Pledge your love in the mystical Druid’s 

Temple in Swinton Park (swintonpark.co.uk) 

with its large stone altar and period styling 

of hay bale seats and wild flowers adorning 

shepherd hooks. Follow your ceremony 

with a reception at Swinton Bivouac on the 

edge of the moors in surrounding Swinton 

Estate, either glamping in meadow yurts or 

woodland shacks, or lodging in the bunk 

barn. The unique, rustic-restored Deerhouse 

is also a fabulous setting for a celebration, 

offering spectacular views of the castle, 

nearby lake and ancient trees. Candle lighting, 

torch flames, glowing braziers and beautiful 

marquees all add a romantic ambience.

But if a castle is what you’re after, stunning 

Swinton Castle is set amid 200 acres of 

parkland in the Yorkshire Dales, and 

surrounded by the 20,000-acre Swinton Estate. 

The luxurious and secluded 17th Century 

castle is a stately residence that exudes all 

the grandeur you’d expect from a traditional 

English homestead. Each of its 32 bedrooms 

are individually designed and beautifully 

furnished with antiques and family portraits.

There’s also a private island with a Georgian 

summerhouse set on a lake in the parkland, 

plus a cookery school, spa and pristine walled 

gardens for guests to enjoy. Be treated to 

award-winning British fare made with fresh 

ingredients plucked straight from the gardens.

Do: Try your hand at one of the many leisure 

activities offered at Swinton Estate including 

shooting, falconry, fishing, riding and golf.

Photo by  

Rebius/Dreamstime

Photo courtesy 

of Swinton Park
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HONEYMOON 
ESSENTIALS
Carry your style through from the wedding day to the 

honeymoon with these fashion and beauty must-haves.

Feminine, tailored glamour 
for the most romantic of 

destinations.

Euro  
Chic
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1. La Mer Eye Balm Intense and Illuminating 
Eye Gel, cremedelamer.com.au  

2. Tyrel boot, windsorsmith.com.au
3. Jurlique Love Balm, jurlique.com.au

4. Margaux flat top straw hat, 66thelabel.com.au
5. Rib Back Sweater in grey marle, 

elkaccessories.com.au 
6. Mesop Spring 16 collection, mesop.com 
7. Multi Vitamin Serum, lauramercier.com  

8. L’Occitane Aroma Relaxing Bath Salts and Pillow Mist, 
loccitane.com

9. By Charlotte Gold Heavenly Lotus Necklace, 
bycharlotte.com.au  

10. Eclipse Jumpsuit in indigo,  
vale-denim.myshopify.com

11. Freya Rose bridal shoes, freyarose.com
12. Playsuit in white, jenniferkate.net.au

13. Bird and Knoll luxury oversized cashmere-blend 
scarf, birdandknoll.com 

14. Bryony lace-up heels, windsorsmith.com.au
15. Hills & West Everyday Clutch, 

hillsandwest.com  
16. Yasmin Bray Chemise, pleasurestate.com.au 

17. Sublime Ribelle Soft Cup Bra, 
heidiklumintimates.com.au 

18. Dress, rebeccavallance.com 
19. Hills & West Clutch, hillsandwest.com

20. Balenciaga Paris perfume,  
balenciagafragrance.com 

21. Deep ruby cabochon ring, 
melissaharrisjewellery.com 

22. Black & White Nuit Pocket Dress,  
elkaccessories.com.au 

23. Pink Tourmaline Anima-Animus Earrings, 
melissaharrisjewellery.com  

24. Square Cut Chino Washed Navy, cottonon.com.au
25. Pelton brogues, windsorsmith.com.au 
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Barefoot luxe, 
sexy swimwear and 

island-hopping style.

Tropical  
Glam
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1. ‘Hibiscus’ Panarea dress, paddotopalmy.com.au 
2. Anemone silk nightie, natalijathelabel.com.au 
3. Cowl neck camisole and Trocadero maxi skirt, 

paddotopalmy.com.au  
4. Song of the Harpie long lace-up kaftan,  

camilla.com.au  
5. Tote bag, asos.com.au   

6. Flightful soft beach bag, camilla.com.au 
7.  Holiday High Summer 2015, holidaydesign.com.au

8. Beaded necklace, ebandive.com.au 
9. Tales Of The Stars oversized shirt dress, 

oskarthelabel.com
10. Anemone silk robe, natalijathelabel.com.au

11. OPI nail polish, opi.net.au 
12. Andalusia wrap dress with belt, camilla.com.au 

13. Sunkissed Gold Eye Palette, 
bobbibrowncosmetics.com

14. M.A.C Pressed Blot Powder, maccosmetics.com.au 
15. SK-II Cellumination Aura Essence, sk-ii.com.au

16. Laura Mercier Face Illuminator, lauramercier.com
17. Don Draper full piece, fellaswim.com

18. Pablo top with Eddy bottoms, fellaswim.com 
19. Straw panama hat, sarahjcurtis.com  

20. Almond Coconut Milk Scrub, lauramercier.com 
21. St Tropez Gradual Self Tan, sttropeztan.com.au

22. Holiday High Summer 2015, holidaydesign.com.au
23. Isabella bikini, auquaswimwear.com  

24. Isabella reversible bikini in Sahara Sunset, 
auquaswimwear.com

25. Kevin Murphy Hair Resort spray, kevinmurphy.com.au
26. M.A.C Lightful Tinted Cream SPF 30 with 

Radiance Booster, maccosmetics.com.au
27. Jurlique Jasmine Shower Gel, jurlique.com.au

28. Heidi cross over reversible bikini in Barcelona Black, 
auquaswimwear.com

29. Bikini, paddotopalmy.com.au
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Viva Las Vegas
Our guide to a Las Vegas wedding

Words by Emily Russ

36



From opulent five-star hotel nuptials to fun-filled ceremonies  

officiated by “The King” himself, there’s no question that  

Las Vegas and weddings go hand-in-hand. In this playground  

of bright lights, glamorous hotels and thrilling attractions, 

thousands of couples from around the world celebrate their  

love here by making life-long memories… albeit sometimes 

hazy ones. Considering a Las Vegas wedding? Here’s our guide 

to having a wedding that’ll have you and your guests cheering 

“Viva Las Vegas!”

Make it legal
Let’s face it, Las Vegas is famous for its “quickie weddings”, 

but contrary to what movies and television series like Friends 

tell us – we’re looking at you, Ross and Rachel – it’s not a matter 

of simply turning up and saying “I do”. Despite requiring 

minimum paperwork and waiving waiting periods, there are 

a few things you need to do to make your marriage official. 

Before you leave
Visit the Clark County Marriage website (clarkcountynv.gov) 

to see if you and your loved one qualify for a marriage license. 

You don’t have to be a lawyer to understand the process. All 

you need to provide are basic details such as your birth names 

and current marital status. Once you’re sure you qualify, fill out 

the pre-application form to receive a reference number that can 

be used state-side. The pre-application is only valid for 60 days 

so be sure to have a timeline in mind before applying. Don’t 

forget to pack your original identification such as an Australian 

passport, drivers license and birth certificate as copies won’t be 

accepted. If you don’t take the originals you may find yourself 

forking out hundreds of dollars on a roundtrip plane ticket.

When you arrive
Visit the Clark County Marriage Bureau on East Clark Avenue  

together, between 8am and midnight to obtain a marriage 

license. The pre-application paperwork you filled out back 

home will save you having to fill out a pile of forms at the office 

– that’s time you can spend in the casino! After being granted 

a license, all you need to do is take it with you to your chosen 

venue, which must have a licensed officiant. 

What happens in Vegas

DOESN’T stay in Vegas
Hate paperwork? Don’t stress – a marriage license obtained 

in the state of Nevada means you don’t need to register your 

marriage back home. The U.S. marriage certificate you receive 

is recognised as evidence in Australia of a valid marriage.  

To find out more check out smartraveller.gov.au.
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Something for your guests

Let your guests join in the fun and get “fake married” – no, 

that’s not a typo! They’ll love posing for a “I Got Married in 

Vegas! Just Kidding” souvenir photo, which comes complete 

with an authentic looking wedding certificate. Also sure to 

surprise and shock their friends back home are “I Got 

Arrested in Vegas” and “I Won a Million Dollar Jackpot in 

Vegas” photos shot in front of a green screen courtesy of 

igotmarriedinvegasjk.com.

Elvis & Priscilla
Who can believe it’s been 50 years since Elvis and Priscilla 

married in Las Vegas’ glamorous Aladdin Hotel? While they 

may not have had the most fairytale of endings, the iconic 

couple’s wedding will go down as one of the most famous 

nuptials in history, with a nod towards Las Vegas romance in 

all its ‘60s glory. 

Sneaking out in the dead of night to avoid hoards of cameras, 

the two tied the knot on the 1st of May 1967 in an intimate 

ceremony, before joining 100 guests for a Champagne 

breakfast (… and breaking just a few thousand girls’ hearts). 

Elvis and Priscilla’s quintessential Las Vegas wedding has 

inspired couples around the world, even five decades on. 

Here at GDW, we’re not sure what’s more fabulous – the 

apparent love between the two, Priscilla’s big hair or the 

thought of marrying Elvis… sigh. Whether you’re a fan or 

you just enjoy seeing their kitschy wedding photos, this is 

one wedding you can’t help falling in love with. 

Don’t miss

Las Vegas is famous around the globe for its buzzing 

nightlife and heart-stopping shows, making the hardest 

decision when you’re in Las Vegas for a destination  

wedding… what to see and do first! Foodies will love  

starting a big night out with dinner at Food Network 

star Giada De Laurentiis’s aptly named restaurant, 

Giada, with its stunning views of the iconic Bellagio 

fountains. Make your way down the road to  

Caesar’s Palace to see the saucy, mind-bending,  

acrobatics-cum-cabaret spectacular that is, Absinthe 

or the tantalising and raunchy, 53X. The only thing hotter 

than the talented strippers are the tickets so make sure 

you book ahead. Fantastic day-trip options are the 

glamorous Burlesque Hall of Fame, the Neon Sign 

Museum where dazzling signs from Stardust and 

Moulin Rouge make for a perfect selfie backdrop and, 

of course, the almost endless list of casinos. Whatever 

you do, make your new mantra, “it’s Vegas baby!”
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Our Top Three  

Romantic Vegas Wedding Spots
1. Mt Charleston 

Snowy mountains fringed by pine trees might not spring to mind when 

you think of Las Vegas, but Mt Charleston boasts all the alpine charm 

of Canada, just 30 minutes away from Las Vegas’ bustling city centre. 

Sizzle with excitement – rather than the heat – as the temperature drops by 

a cool 20 degrees when you walk down the aisle in one of Las Vegas’ most 

beautiful locations, enchanted by the charming surrounding woodland. 

2. A Little White Chapel 

Okay, so it’s not the most refined of wedding venues but it’s a bit of a 

Vegas wedding must-do. For a fun-filled ceremony your guests won’t 

forget, Little Church of the West Wedding Chapel is conveniently 

located near the world-famous “Welcome to Las Vegas” sign, making 

for brilliant wedding photos. Equally as quaint and iconic, A Little 

White Chapel in Las Vegas is renowned around the world for its exciting 

ambience and the occasional celebrity wedding. 

3. Valley of Fire State Park 

Love the rustic-chic look? What could be more romantic than saying 

“I do” before a backdrop of valleys and mountain peaks? Less than an 

hour’s drive from Las Vegas’ bustling centre, Valley of Fire State Park 

offers seclusion and breathtaking vistas that come alive as the skies 

fade to dusky shades of orange and pink. A permit is required for a 

wedding at this scenic location, but Las Vegas boasts an array of 

wedding coordinators who are happy to do all the work for you.
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Sienna Villas - Luxury Villas in Seminyak Bali

Jl Raya Seminyak, Gg Keraton No.5 Seminyak, Bali, Indonesia, 80361

Tel: +62 361 734698 Fax: +62 361 732585 www.sienna-villas.com

If you’re looking to have 

a wedding in Bali, there’s no 

better place to say “I do” than at 

Sienna Villas. The Puri Sienna villa is a 

spectacular exotic wedding venue catering for 

up to 100 guests. Set amidst two thousand 

square metres of tropical sprawling lawns 

and lush gardens with two pools, this is 

the perfect place to host your wedding 

within your own private oasis 

in the heart of Bali.



Monsoon Wedding

Words by Paulene Joslin

Weddings in India are colourful, festive celebrations lasting several days. But behind 

all the merriment lies a culture steeped in deep tradition, ritual and symbolism. 

Here, Pauline Joslin lifts the veil on Indian weddings.
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When we received an unexpected invitation from our friends, Ashwini 

and Landon to attend their wedding in India, we hesitated at first – 

uncertain about whether we even wanted to visit India. Spurred on by 

some friends who had regretfully declined an invitation to an Indian 

wedding, we realised we didn’t want to miss what would no doubt be a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience.

In India, certain times of the year are considered more auspicious for 

getting married – and during this “wedding season”, marriages are 

prolific. Unlike conventional Western weddings, Indian weddings 

are filled with rituals, traditions and celebrations lasting several days. 

When we arrive in India, wedding season is in full swing and a whirl-

wind week of exotic sights, sounds and tastes begins – immersed in 

Hindu tradition, entrenched in generous hospitality and surrounded by 

gregarious international friends.

As we disembark at Hyderabad International airport amid masses of 

people, we’re warmly greeted by Ashwini and Landon. Our friend, 

Ashwini and her American fiancee, Landon met while working in 

America. It was their decision to marry, which is less common in India 

than in Western countries, as many marriages are still traditionally 

arranged by families. 

Hyderabad is a city of vibrancy, noise, colour and chaos with people, 

tuk tuks, cars, trucks, cows, dogs and the odd pig all vying for space on 

congested roads, intermingling and crowding narrow streets. But we 

found it to be surprisingly seductive and immensely fascinating. 

We’re housed with some other wedding guests in an apartment 

provided by the bride’s family. We bond quickly and never for a 

moment feel alone in this very different culture. Each day is planned 

for us, packed with activities and functions to attend. 

Day 1: Before the Wedding
Our first day is spent visiting a local shopping centre in search of saris 

for two of my new friends to wear to the wedding. It’s fascinating to see 

the customs and glamour associated with this traditional Indian costume. 

Watching metres of shimmering fabric being delicately fashioned into 

an elegant gown gives me a sense of awe. Now when I see sari-clad 

women, I marvel at their skill in assembling such a garment. That evening, 

family and friends gather at a local five-star hotel for a sumptuous Indian 

smorgasboard, compliments of the bride and groom. 

Day 2: Ceremonial Shower 
and Henna Ceremony
On the second day we attend Landon’s ceremonial shower, which is 

held at a lush spa resort. The ceremony is officiated by a Hindu priest 

and takes place on an outdoor platform decorated with fresh, brightly 

coloured orchids, roses and marigolds. Landon is adorned with floral 

garlands and dressed in traditional white Indian trousers, a long jacket 

and a beige waistcoat. During the ceremony, he’s pasted with turmeric 

powder, showered with rice, and dusted with many different coloured 

powders – he resembles a living rainbow by the end of it! Guests 
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present him with numerous offerings including tiny bananas, which 

symbolise baby boys, and rounded leaves, symbolising baby girls. It 

was relaxing and fun getting to know guests, and wandering around 

the exquisite resort gardens. 

Later that day, a henna ceremony is held there for Ashwini. The female 

guests are invited to have their hands and feet covered with henna tattoos. 

Ashwini’s henna designs are intricate and beautiful, symbolising 

strength of love in marriage. Lavish feasts were provided for breakfast, 

lunch and dinner.

Day 3: Bridal Shower
On the third day is Ashwini’s bridal shower, and the festivities begin 

early at her parents’ spacious home. The house is elaborately decorat-

ed with what appears to be thousands of flowers, and a group of local 

musicians provide a boisterous backdrop to the intoxicating celebration. 

The shower begins with an entertaining bangle ceremony, featuring a 

table laden with glass bangles of every colour imaginable. Guests are 

invited to choose bangles that match the colour of their wedding outfits 

so they can wear them to the wedding ceremony. A priest officiates 

over the lengthy ceremony, which is steeped in ritual and symbolism. 

Ashwini looks beautiful, poised and calm, dressed in an elegant orange 

and gold sari, lavishly studded with jewellery, her long dark tresses 

adorned with fragrant flowers. We’re treated to a scrumptious feast for 

lunch, then I retreat back to the apartment for some quiet time ahead of 

tonight’s wedding ceremony.

Day 4: Wedding Ceremony
The wedding ceremony was held over several hours at an exquisite, 

five-star hotel. I’m emotionally absorbed in the vibrancy of ritual, 

music, floral abundance and the scores of guests – but overriding 

everything is the sacred love so evident between the young couple. 

Ashwini wears a heavily embroidered and bejewelled, gold and red 

sari, complemented by glittering gold jewellery. Red and gold bangles 

encircle her delicate arms, and red flowers are skillfully entwined in 

her hair. Landon looks handsome and imposing in a white satin suit, 

with a gold and white scarf. I commend their poise, solemnity and 

apparent tranquility (even after spending several days in exhausting 

celebrations). Because Landon doesn’t understand much of the Hindu 

language, each step of the proceedings is explained to him by Ashwini 

or her family members. Landon’s family are treated with honour and 

respect as the two families are joined as one – a tradition in Indian 

wedding ceremonies. Ashwini and Landon exchange vows, agreeing 

to be companions forever, and are joined with the tying together 

of scarves, symbolising their eternal bond. They are showered and 

blessed with flower petals, rice and turmeric, and guests are given the 

opportunity to proffer their individual blessings to the happy couple. 

A touching part of the ceremony is when Ashwini and Landon dip 

their hands into containers of rose petals, showering each other until 

the petals pile high on the ground beneath them.

Day 5: After the Wedding
The days following an Indian wedding represent time for both families 

to be together, so we take advantage of the chauffers being offered to 

guests and decide to explore Hyderabad – a city renowned for its 

opulence and for being the seat of powerful and wealthy Mughal 

dynasties at one time. Centuries-old Muslim quarters and architectural 

gems abound, with ornate tombs, mosques, palaces and bazaars tucked 

quietly behind every corner. Today Hyderabad is the centre of India’s 

software industry, generating jobs and wealth for its citizens. However, 

we also see many people living in poverty on the fringes of society. 

After staying in Hyderabad for a week, we fly to Jaipur in Rajasthan 

for a few days to be wowed by hilltop forts and glorious palaces, 

bargain-filled bazaars, and the history and traditions still lingering in 

India. All too soon we’re on our flight back home to Australia. For my 

husband and I, it was such a privilege to be invited to a traditional 

Indian wedding and to be treated as honoured guests. It’s definitely a 

time neither of us will ever forget.
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Destination weddings are big business as 

more and more couples ditch tradition in 

favour of escaping to paradise for a once-in-

a-lifetime experience. Someone who knows 

this first-hand is Sonya Yeung, owner of Bliss 

Creations – a successful wedding planning 

and events business in Hong Kong that has 

been creating gorgeous, bespoke destination 

weddings in exotic locales for almost 11 

years. We caught up with Sonya to find out 

about the unique weddings she’s planned 

and get some expert advice.

HOW DID YOU GET 

INTO WEDDING 

PLANNING?

I started out working for an events company 

in Hong Kong planning corporate events, 

fashion shows and glamorous gatherings, but 

I always knew I wanted my own business one 

day. After planning a wedding in Hawaii,  

I noticed a gap in the Asian market for 

destination wedding planning services, so in 

2005 Bliss Creations was born.

TELL US ABOUT  

A MEMORABLE 

WEDDING YOU 

CREATED
Every wedding we’ve worked on has been 

extremely special and unique, but one of the 

most memorable is a wedding we planned in 

Cambodia inside the World-Heritage temples 

of Angkor Wat. While working in a country 

with limited available resources had its 

challenges it was well worth the effort. 

Guests were in absolute awe when they 

learned they’d be dining amongst  

ancient ruins.

Spotlight on 
Wedding Planners
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DESCRIBE SOME 
UNIQUE WEDDING 
STYLING YOU’VE 
DONE
Creative styling is our specialty, and I 

particularly loved one wedding we planned 

at a remote mountain tea farm in Hong Kong. 

Using vintage elements inspired by local 

history, along with specially designed, 

hand-painted plates that matched the 

wedding stationery, we were able to create 

something truly next level.

HOW DID YOU STYLE 
YOUR OWN WEDDING 
RECENTLY? 
We seated our guests at one long table 

furnished with succulents at each place 

setting, while vases brimming with bright 

pink orchids, cream roses and pale pink 

lisanthus dotted the length of the table. 

Round white lanterns hung overhead to 

create a sense of intimacy, and more than 100 

candles were scattered around the beach to 

add a romantic tropical ambience. (Go to 

page 156 to get a peak inside Sonya’s 

luscious wedding to husband Shaun at 

Fridays Boracay resort in the Philippines 

last February.)

CAN YOU WORK 
WITH A WEDDING 
COORDINATOR IF  
A VENUE ALREADY 
HAS ONE?
We love working with wedding coordinators 

as they know their venues intimately. This, 

combined with our experience working with 

a diversity of suppliers in multiple countries 

and our understanding of each client’s needs, 

enables us to create beautiful weddings 

together. Often a local wedding coordinator 

doesn’t offer all the services we do, so they’re 

usually happy to collaborate and produce 

something really special.

WHAT ARE SOME 
WAYS TO MAKE 
DESTINATION 
WEDDINGS REALLY 
MEMORABLE FOR 
GUESTS?
Greet guests on arrival at the airport, as this 

makes them feel special. Organise for them to 

receive a gift pack on check-in at their 

accommodation. Include in it a personalised 

note and an itinerary for the days ahead, 

along with a small gift or snack for weary 

travellers. Kick off celebrations with some 

welcome drinks, preferably somewhere 

different to your wedding venue to keep 

things interesting. You may also like to plan a 

relaxed, recovery party for the day after your 

wedding, so that departing guests can drop 

in and say their goodbyes.

Sonya’s Tips For a 

Hassle-free Wedding

•  Plan to have your wedding during the best time for travel to that 

destination as it will help to reduce anxiety about the weather. 

•  Enlist the services of a wedding planner that you communicate 

well with. Choose someone who understands destination weddings 

and knows your location of choice inside out. 

•  Be flexible! While some destinations might not have the selection 

of services, decorations or flowers you were hoping for, there are 

always creative alternatives that can surpass your expectations. 

•  Ensure your wedding attire is appropriate for the climate at your  

destination – especially your shoes. A change of shirt for the groom, 

and a party dress for the bride, will work wonders in making you feel 

refreshed throughout the day.
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Linda Pasfield Photography | www.lindapasfield.com.au

Australia WIDE 0412723927

LINDAPASFIELD
PHOTOGRAPHY



A destination wedding can be an incredible experience to share with loved ones 

who’ve had an impact on your life. But while your guests will no doubt enjoy a 

holiday, remember that they’re sacrificing a decent amount of money and time 

to attend your wedding – so you want to ensure they have the time of their lives.

Words by Jonas Lopez

Ultimate 
Guest Getaway
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ADVANCED NOTICE

Give invited guests plenty of notice about your destination 

wedding, so they have adequate time to save up money for flights, 

accommodation and other expenses. Not everyone has surplus cash, 

so the more time they have to action a savings plan, the less stressed 

they’ll be. It’s not only money that could be a concern. Some guests 

may have limited work leave entitlements, so the more notice they can 

give their employers the better chance they have at securing time off. 

Even those who are self-employed may need to shuffle jobs around to 

afford themselves time off to attend your wedding, so do be consider-

ate.    

THEMED STATIONERY

First impressions count right? So if you want to get your guests 

eager about your wedding destination, make your save the date 

cards and wedding invitations quirky or fun with emotive imagery that 

sets a holiday mood and entices them to want to visit your chosen des-

tination. You can choose colour schemes based on the location of your 

wedding, for example green and brown for a rainforest 

or hinterland sojourn, or blue and yellow for a fabulous beach bash. 

For a beach wedding, you could also consider adding statement 

embellishments such as shells, or go for a quirky “message in a bottle” 

style invitation. Or how about an invitation that looks like a travel pass-

port or an aeroplane ticket to give your guests the travel bug. 

Remember, wedding stationery also includes things like event 

itineraries, seating placards, table menus, and thank you notes, 

so ensure they all tie-in for a stylish look.

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

When choosing your wedding venue be sure to consider your guests’ 

needs. If a guest requires wheelchair access or elderly relatives are 

attending your wedding, discuss their needs with your potential venue 

to see what they can offer. Perhaps a ramp can be used for wheelchair 

access, or you can have a ceremony and reception in one location so 

that your nan doesn’t have to walk too far in the heat. Also, be mindful 

that your chosen venue may be a bit extravagant for some of your 

guests, so suggest some alternative accommodation options to suit 

different budgets. Before suggesting anywhere, be sure to check it’s in 

a suitable location so that guests won’t need to travel too far between 

the wedding venue and their accommodation – because you want them to 

still feel part of the entire experience. 

PERSONALISED WEBSITE

More and more brides-to-be are providing wedding websites for their 

guests to access. We love the idea because it acts as a central hub for 

communication, enabling you to share information quickly and easily. 

It’s also a fantastic organisation tool that can help you keep track of 

RSVPs and share photos. Include relevant information about the resort 

and the destination, along with details about any hen’s or buck’s par-

ties, the wedding day (such as dress code and order of events), as well 

as any proposed activities or tours for the days  

leading up to and after the wedding. Your guests may find maps of the 

local area and information about recommended vaccinations, climate, 

currency, transport, must-see sites, and links to relevant travel websites 

handy and interesting. You could segregate activities into themes – spa 

and beauty for the girls; golf, zip-lining and mountain climbing for the 

adventurous; highly rated restaurants for the foodies … you get the idea.

VIP TREATMENT 

Try to arrange for a private driving service to transfer your guests to 

and from the airport. It’s a small way to thank them for travelling 

to be with you. It also gives you added peace of mind that your guests 

will feel as comfortable as possible right from the start. Your wedding 

coordinator or resort may have operators they can recommend, and 

may help to secure a multiple booking discount.

Photo courtesy of Cara Marie Designs

Photo courtesy of Cape Nidhra Hotel
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WELCOME BASH

Your guests may be arriving en masse or in smaller 

groups over the space of a few hours, depending on 

their flight schedules. Arrange for a welcome gift 

pack to be put into their room so that they receive a 

nice surprise on arrival. The gift pack could contain 

a personal letter and small gift, such as a voucher 

for a 20-minute foot massage, and a survival kit with 

Panadol, sunscreen and mosquito repellent –  

especially if you’re having your wedding in the  

tropics. Also, plan to have a small welcome party that 

includes a few cocktails and some nibbles so  

guests can reunite with each other or get to know 

one another. 

FUN-FOR-ALL

The days leading up to your wedding are perfect 

for spending quality time with your guests. It’s also a 

great opportunity to host a pre-wedding sightseeing 

tour of the area. Is there a stunning waterfall to visit, 

a cultural attraction to see or a local village to tour? 

If the area is a renowned gourmand’s getaway, can 

you arrange a wine and food tasting experience? 

Book a mini-van or a few cars and plan a half day-trip, 

possibly finishing with a lunch or dinner (remember 

your guests have spent a fair bit of money just to be 

there, so shouting them a meal would show your 

appreciation). Also consider the possibility that some 

guests might want to explore the area on their own, 

without having to stick to a tight schedule, so don’t 

pressure them to join in. Don’t forget to make use of 

your wedding website by posting activities on there, 

then booking numbers based on the number of replies 

and confirmations you receive. 

GROUP DINNER 

It’s a good idea to organise a group dinner before  

the big day, so your guests can get to know each  

other in an intimate setting to feel more at ease.  

We suggest choosing a menu that showcases the 

culinary specialties of the region so you can  

immerse yourselves in the authentic culture of  

the fabulous destination. 

EXCLUSIVITY

The resort you’re considering for your destination 

wedding may have other guests staying there on 

your proposed wedding date. Ask your wedding 

coordinator or concierge whether the areas of the 

resort that will host your wedding day celebrations 

(and any pre- or post-events) can be marked with  

signage indicating a “private function”. It’s also a 

good idea for the venue to verify all attending on an 

official wedding guest list to prevent random  

wedding crashers.

THANK YOU

Everyone who went out of their way to attend your 

destination wedding should be thanked in some 

way. Whether it be a special mention in the wedding 

speeches, or a little memento they can take home 

with them. Another idea is to give guests a “thank 

you” gift bag containing a couple of items that are 

unique to the location, along with a lovely group 

photo, and perhaps a photo of the guest (with their 

partner if they’re a duo).

Photo © Robig | Dreamstime.com
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IN BALI

Bali – the word alone conjures visions 

of lush greenery, charming rice 

paddies, white sand being lapped 

by shimmering water and beautiful 

villages filled with welcoming 

locals. Not to mention, all the luxury 

you could ever dream of… with an 

affordable price tag! It’s easy to 

understand why this exotic locale is 

such a popular wedding destination.

From the magnificent scenery of Ubud to the bustling streets 

of Legian, and the sumptuous glamour of Seminyak to the 

dramatic cliffs of Uluwatu, Bali will simply take your breath 

away. The perfect backdrop for any kind of wedding, the 

island itself boasts an array of gorgeous wedding locations 

including pristine beaches, opulent resorts and enchanting 

temples. Known as the “Island of the Gods”, Bali will 

transport you to a wedding heaven that’ll leave you, your 

loved one and any invited guests, feeling on top of the world.

MAKE IT LEGAL: If you want to marry in Bali you’ll 

need to take a copy of your passports, birth certificates, 

Decree Absolute (if divorced), Death Certificate of former 

spouse (if applicable), and evidence of any name change 

to the Australian Consulate in Bali during business hours. 

Once there you’ll need to apply for a Certificate of No 

Impediment to Marriage, and will be required to pay a fee 

equivalent to AUD 110 (payable in Indonesian Rupiah). In 

most cases the certificate can be processed the same day. 

Two Become One… 
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WEDDING IN PARADISE

Maya Sanur Resort & Spa redefines modern romance with The Pavilion Wedding, an elegant glass 
and marble chapel with glorious lagoon views. Surrounded by blossoming frangipani trees,

choose to say ‘I do’ within the pavilion’s air-conditioned chapel.
The pavilion’s private garden is an idllyic spot for your first Champagne toast.

Sanur, a magical part of Bali is the ideal location for your wedding.

Maya Sanur Resort & Spa
Jl. Danau Tamblingan, Sanur, Bali 80228, Indonesia | T. +62.361.849.7800

mayaresorts.com



Maya Ubud Resort & Spa sits in splendid seclusion, about one hour’s drive 

from Bali’s international airport. The resort is bordered by the dramatic 

Petanu River valley and the villages of Bedulu and Pejeng to the east, and 

the verdant rice fields of Peliatan on the west. The ten-hectare surrounds 

feature a tranquil haven of tropical gardens, architect-designed thatched 

buildings, and 108 private Pool Villas and luxury guestrooms. 

Nestled along the river bank is The Spa at Maya, with private single 

and double treatment pavilions overlooking lush rainforest of the valley 

embankment and swirling waters below. The spa provides exotic sensory 

journeys and revitalising treatments that refresh body and soul, such as 

Pevonia tropical rejuvenation skincare and wraps. There’s also a dedicated 

riverside deck for reflexology treatments. A menu of bath sensations can 

also be enjoyed in the privacy of your own guestroom or villa.

Dining options at Maya Ubud Resort & Spa include Maya Sari for all-day 

dining with river valley views, beginning with a bountiful breakfast buffet 

and a la carte dishes for lunch and dinner, together with river valley views. 

Asiatique offers regional flavours from Indonesia, Thailand, China, India and 

Japan, as well as an authentic Teppanyaki counter. The River Café serves 

up delicious pasta and pizzas, as well as healthy spa cuisine and snacks. Bar 

Bedulu is a breezy bar off the main lobby area, offering cool concoctions, 

exotic thirst quenchers and ice-cold brews, plus complimentary afternoon 

tea. At the open-air Purnama Theatre eat a delicious dinner while being 

treated to an enjoyable cultural performance.

Among the many recreation facilities at Maya Ubud are two swimming 

pools, tennis courts, a pitch and putt mini-golf, a yoga pavilion and a gym. 

Sightseeing activities include treks to nearby villages, nature excursions 

and mountain bike hikes. There’s also a complimentary yoga program for 

beginners, an introductory Pilates session, nature walks and meditation classes.

It’s only a leisurely 20-minute stroll from Maya Ubud Resort to the artist 

village and town centre of Ubud, with its colourful and bustling central 

market, unique shops and delightful discoveries for your tastebuds. A 

complimentary shuttle bus runs on the hour from 9am through to 5pm 

daily, between the resort and town centre.

A: Jalan Gunung Sari, Peliatan, Ubud, Bali, Indonesia 

T: +62 361 977 888 

W: mayaresorts.com

BALI
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Set in the heart of a surfers’ paradise, atop Uluwatu’s dramatic and cascading 

cliffside, the Anantara Uluwatu Bali Resort reflects awe-inspiring natural 

beauty and offers an infinite panorama of sky and sea spread over an 

unspoilt stretch of coastline. 

The cliff-top glass ceremony chapel, Dewa Dewi, has unforgettable 

views of the rolling Indian Ocean, and Uluwatu’s legendary, breathtaking 

sunsets promise magical memories and unforgettable moments for this 

once-in-a-lifetime occasion.

ACCOMMODATION:  Located 25 minutes from Ngurah Rai 

International Airport, and above Impossible Beach, the luxurious Anantara 

Uluwatu Bali Resort features a collection of 74 ocean-view suites and 

private pool villas epitomising contemporary Balinese-style. Seamlessly 

blending innovation, function and indulgence, each space is filled with 

natural light to reveal priceless views. 

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Three hour use of preparation room prior to wedding ceremony 

• Wedding blessing ceremony with English-speaking celebrant 

• Spectacular cliff-top wedding chapel  

• Stunning floral decoration with your choice of local flowers  

• Bride’s bouquet 

• Groom’s buttonhole 

• Wedding certificate 

• Wedding guest book 

• Two nights’ accommodation in an Ocean View Suite  

• Breakfast daily  

• “Dining by Design” experience 

• 90-minute massage before or after your wedding

PRICE: IDR 75,500,000. Offer is valid until 31 December 2016.

CONDITIONS: Price includes taxes and service charges. The wedding 

ceremony offered is a non-legal marriage.

A: Jl. Pemutih – Labuan Sait, Uluwatu, Kuta Selatan, Kabupaten Badung, Bali 

T: +62 361 895 7555 

E: sales.uluwatu@anantara.com 

W: bali-uluwatu.anantara.com 

    /AnantaraUluwatuBali

BALI

Immerse yourself in a luxurious wedding celebration on the Island of the Gods; 

blessed with sun-filled blue skies, endless azure water and glimmering sunsets.
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What type of couple would be attracted to 
your venue? A romantic couple ready to be 

mesmerised by Uluwatu’s legendary sunsets as 

they savour delectable cuisine specially crafted by 

our culinary team. 

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? Our signature dishes for 

weddings are tournedos of Aberdeen Angus 

beef tenderloin with burgundy juice and nutty 

potatoes or delicious bamboo lobster tail with 

red curry foam.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes, we do. 

We have a dedicated vegetarian menu and can 

also prepare specific options based on your 

personal requests.

Do you offer both sit-down and 
cocktail-style receptions? Yes. You can 

choose whether to have a sit-down, buffet or 

cocktail-style reception.

Can couples BYO wine? We have a wine 

selection available but if a couple wants to bring 

their own wine we are happy to accommodate. 

A service fee applies for BYO.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 
Lots of food starts from USD 75++ (excluding 

21% service charge and government tax) for a 

set menu or buffet.

What type of packages do you offer? 
Food packages with the option of a sit-down 

dinner or buffet menu. We also offer beverage 

packages that include non-alcoholic drinks right 

through to a full bar.

Do you have a special area for ceremonies? 
Our signature venue is the Dewa Dewi glass 

wedding chapel, which is perched on the cliff 

edge to capture stunning ocean views and 

beautiful sunsets. 

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? We request a 10pm 

finishing time. 

What advice can you offer couples looking 
for their dream reception venue? 
Look for somewhere with a nice ambience 

and listen to your heart when making your final 

decision on venue.

Anantara Uluwatu Bali Resort

LOCATION 

Jl. Pemutih – Labuan Sait, Uluwatu, Kuta 

Selatan, Kabupaten Badung, Bali

PHONE 
+62 361 895 7555

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

1  

(Our Dewika Wedding Lounge, 

offers 180-degree, 

panoramic views of the Indian Ocean)

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
 40 guests/60 guests

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
USD 75++

HEAD CHEF 
 Adi Wijaya

CEREMONY LOCATIONS AVAILABLE 

Dewa Dewi wedding chapel

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | BALI
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T: +62 361 731 149 (The Samaya Seminyak), +62 361 973 606 (The Samaya Ubud) 

E:  info@thesamayabali.com 

W:  thesamayabali.com 

    /samayaseminyak

BALI

Experience warm Balinese hospitality at your choice of two stunning, award-winning resorts.

The Samaya Bali offers two fabulous locations for your wedding - a 

beachside wonderland or pristine hillside.

Say “I do” on a beautiful sandy beach backdropped by a smouldering 

sunset and the mesmerising, lapping waves of the Indian Ocean at The 

Samaya Seminyak.

For a picturesque setting in the hillside, marry your sweetheart amongst 

an abundant expanse of gorgeous terraced rice fields in the enchanting 

Ayung River Valley at The Samaya Ubud.

ACCOMMODATION:  Offering a prime, beachfront location, The Samaya 

Seminyak features 52 units and luxurious villas, and a private pool, all within 

walking distance to Seminyak’s well-renowned restaurants, bars and shops. 

Set amid spectacular rice terraces and verdant hillside, The Samaya Ubud 

is a 19-villa resort featuring a variety of spacious accommodation options 

and a private pool.

A stay at either property isn’t complete without a visit to Spa at The 

Samaya, which offers ocean-inspired treatments based on Balinese 

philosophies and focused on indulgence, rejuvenation and pure bliss.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Priest or officiant for wedding ceremony 

• Floral decorations for wedding ceremony 

• Personalised ceremony booklet 

• White frangipani or rose posy for the bride  

• Buttonhole for the groom 

• Accommodation in a One-Bedroom Villa  

• Breakfast and afternoon tea daily

PRICE: Starts from USD 1,500. Offer is valid until 31 October 2017.

CONDITIONS: Conditions apply, so contact us for more details.
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You can have the wedding of your dreams in secluded, five-star luxury 

within the lavish grounds of the exclusive Warwick Ibah Luxury Villas  

& Spa, which is owned by Ubud’s royal family. Located on the banks of 

the picturesque Campuhan River valley, the resort is situated in the 

centre of Ubud, within short walking distance to most tourist attractions  

and restaurants. 

Offering a variety of unique ceremony and reception venues within the 

resort grounds, the friendly and professional staff will tailor an unforgettable 

wedding just for you.

ACCOMMODATION: There are 17 air-conditioned villas and suites, 

some featuring teakwood flooring and earthy coloured interiors. Each is 

equipped with free WiFi, a flat-screen cable TV and private balcony.

Choose from Treetop, Ibah, Royal or Pool villas, each with their own 

unique layout. Royal suites feature a mezzanine bedroom, while Ibah suites 

have large, open-plan living spaces that lead out to beautiful terraces 

and gardens boasting mesmerising river valley views.

Each of the villas offer privacy and old-world colonial elegance. Villas 

Camellia, Oleander and Frangipani all have their own private pools, an 

outdoor lounge and a private garden.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Processing of a legal Muslim or Christian civil wedding or blessing ceremony 

• Wedding venue set-up and decorations • Bouquets and corsages 

• Hair and makeup for the bridal party • Spa treatments • Photography 

and videography • Accommodation in the Bridal Suite • Catering • Live 

entertainment • Wedding cake • Candlelit dinner with sparkling wine

CONDITIONS: For terms and conditions, and information about 

pricing, please contact us.

A: Jalan Raya Campuhan, Ubud, Bali 

T: +62 361 974 466 

E: info.ibah@warwickhotels.com 

W: warwickhotels.com

BALI

Enjoy tropical luxury and a laid-back atmosphere in this spectacular riverside location.
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www.furama.com/ubud www.furamaxclusive.com/ubud
Jalan Raya Mambal - Ubud, PO Box 80571, Bali
Tel: (62) 361 8988 688  |  Email: wedding.ubud@furama.com

Wedded Bliss at Furama
Exchange your vows surrounded by padi fields and the song of birds... 

The perfect beginning to forever...



Bisma Eight

LOCATION 

Jl. Bisma, Ubud, Gianyar, Bali

PHONE 
+62 361 479 2888

FUNCTION AREAS 

Rooftop and pool

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
 160 guests/350 guests

PRICE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
 USD 97 (daytime reception 

with buffet lunch) 

Evening reception is also available

EXECUTIVE CHEF 
 Duncan McCance

CEREMONY LOCATIONS 

Copper Bar rooftop, Pool Pavilion 

(wet weather options are available)

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | BALI

What type of couple would be attracted 
to your venue? Couples aged 28-35 years 

who are digitally savvy, design enthusiasts 

looking for a practical wedding with simplicity.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? Snacks: Quail, rosella and 

puffed rice; avocado prawns with crispy fish 

skin and almond. Entrees: Clams with rice, 

arak and herbs; blistered carrots with smoked 

labne and honeycomb. Mains: Miso beef short 

ribs with potato puree and garlic; pork belly 

with fermented cabbage, apple and wood 

sorrel; duck with taro, barley, kari ayam and 

carrots; sea bream, courgette, asparagus and 

squid bisque. Sides: Potatoes with mustard 

seeds and crème fraiche; baby cos with 

heirloom carrots and pickled onions; snake 

beans in ox sauce. Desserts: Dragon curd tart 

with milk rocks and meringue; seasonal fruit 

cheesecake; varlhona chocolate platter.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes, we do 

cater for vegetarians.

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 
receptions? Yes. We pretty much cater to whatever 

needs the individual couple has, which means one 

reception can differ greatly to the next.

Can couples BYO wine? Yes they can. The corkage 

for BYO wine is IDR 200,000 net/bottle and for 

spirits it’s IDR 300,000 net/bottle.

Do you have special areas for ceremonies? 

We offer a wonderful rooftop area and/or infinity 

pool, and we also have a courtyard and beautiful 

gardens for photographs.

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? We ask that receptions 

finish by 10pm but we may be able to negotiate 

this if discussed prior. 

What advice can you offer couples looking for 
their dream reception venue? Couples should 

compromise with each other on what to have 

and do for their dream wedding, rather than let 

disagreements or limitations overshadow this 

special time in their lives. When in doubt, consult 

with the wedding organiser and ask more questions.
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A: Jl. Kartika Plaza, South Kuta Beach 80361, Bali 

T: +62 361 751067 

E: reservation@discoverykartikaplaza.com 

W: discoverykartikaplaza.com 

    /DiscoveryKartikaPlazaHotel

BALI

Beautiful white sand beaches and the vibrant blue Indian Ocean create 

a picture-perfect backdrop for your special day. 

Your dream of a picturesque beach wedding can become a reality at 

Discovery Kartika Plaza Hotel. Wed on the pristine lawn in front of the 

Discovery Beachfront Villas during a magical sunset, or for a more lavish 

indoor celebration we offer the magnificent Kharisma Ballroom. 

Our wedding team is able to transform your vision of a classic white 

wedding or Balinese traditional wedding with a variety of styling, menu and 

seating options that can be customised to your individual preferences. We 

can also arrange a professional photographer, entertainment, customised 

activities for your guests, and wedding certificates and registration on request.

ACCOMMODATION:  The Discovery Kartika Plaza Hotel has 274 

Standard Rooms with stunning views of the lush gardens or ocean, 

six Family Rooms and 32 Suites. There are also six luxurious Beachfront 

Villas that each feature two bedrooms, ensuite bathroom and hot tub, 

living room, kitchen and pantry, and private balcony and garden with 

outdoor bale and plunge pool. The villas are equipped with a flat screen 

TV, fridge, mini bar, bottled mineral water, coffee and tea facilities, in-room 

safety deposit box, and air-conditioning.

Escape to peace and relaxation by indulging yourself at the Discovery Spa. 

Couples can enjoy their treatment in a private double spa room with a 

bathtub or in massage huts amid lush gardens with views of the ocean.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Ceremony venue • Religious ceremony (for a vow renewal, 

commitment or blessing) • Decorated wedding arch and stage 

• Seating for 30 guests • Choice of wedding décor • Floral decorations 

and petals • Bride’s bouquet • Groom’s buttonhole • Wedding certificate 

and registration • Wedding gift • Professional photographer • One night’s 

accommodation in an Ocean View Suite • Candlelit dinner for two at 

La Cucina’s Hut

PRICE: USD 1,550++. Offer is valid until 31 December 2016.

CONDITIONS: For terms and conditions or to enquire about any of 

our other packages, please contact us.
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�HAPPILY EVER AFTER �

STARTS HERE.

www.whiterosebali .com

      @sunislandbali

wedding-mice@sunislandbali.com



White Rose Kuta Resort, Villas & Spa

LOCATION 

Legian Street No. 76 A, 80361 Kuta, Bali

PHONE 
+62 361 756 515

NUMBER OF FUNCTION AREAS 

1 ballroom, 1 garden venue

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
150 guests/200 guests

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
From USD 45 (buffet dinner)

HEAD CHEF 
 Mr. I Gusti Arya Ngurah Raka

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | BALI

What type of couple would be attracted 
to your venue? All types of couples, from 

those wanting a wedding ceremony and 

reception to those simply wanting to renew 

their marriage vows.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? Our BBQ buffet is very 

popular for weddings. The potato gratin, 

croquembouche and chocolate cake are some 

of the favourites.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes. We will 

discuss dietary requirements and special requests 

with each couple to provide a personalised menu.

Do you offer both sit-down and 
cocktail-style receptions? Yes. Our expansive 

gardens are large and can cater for cocktail-style 

or sit-down receptions.

Can couples BYO wine? Yes, couples can bring 

their own wine. A corkage fee is charged at 

USD 10 net per three bottles of wine.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 

It covers food, mineral water and table decorations.

What type of packages do you offer? 

Wedding packages that just include a ceremony 

(couples only), and packages that include both a 

ceremony and reception.

Do you have special areas for ceremonies? 
We have an exquisite garden venue for the 

ceremony and reception.

For evening receptions, do you request 
an official finishing time? For courtesy to 

other guests staying at the resort, finishing 

time is 11.30pm.

What advice can you offer couples 
looking for their dream reception venue? 

Understand what type of site you’re looking for, 

then consider budget, theme, food options and 

number of people attending, as well as flexibility, 

location and size of the venue. Also, select a 

venue that provides excellent support right from 

the planning stage. An experienced wedding 

planner will be able to help you navigate through 

any issues and will have some brilliant solutions 

at your disposal.
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A: Banjar Wijaya Kusuma Ungasan, Bali, Indonesia 

T: +62 361 848 2200 

E: events@karmaresorts.com 

W: karmagroup.com 

    /karma.kandara.bali      /kandarakarma

The professional wedding team at Karma Kandara is in the business of 

making personalised wedding dreams a reality – whether the bride desires 

a cliff-top champagne toast at sunrise, or the groom wants to sneak in a 

morning surf before saying “I do”.

Couples are invited to style their own wedding celebration right down to 

the smallest details. Karma Kandara offers a selection of wedding venues to 

suit your individual taste. Have an opulent Hens’ party or Moroccan-themed 

Bucks’ party at the Temple Bar & Lounge, a beachside wedding ceremony 

on Karma Beach or a stunning cliff-top wedding at Kandara’s five-star Grand 

Residence with a reception dinner at the exquisite Di Mare Restaurant.

ACCOMMODATION:  Situated on a dramatic cliff-top at Bukit 

Peninsula, Karma Kandara offers spacious, contemporary designed 

two-, three- and four-bedroom villas featuring natural stone, teakwood 

decks and indigenous grass or ironwood tile roofs. Each villa has its very 

own tropical courtyard and pool, which accentuates Bali’s enchanting 

natural beauty,

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Personal wedding specialist 

• Floral decorative tower 

• White flower petals scattered along the aisle 

• Flower petal confetti 

• Bride’s bouquet  

• Groom’s corsage  

• White signing table with centrepiece 

• Linen-covered banquet chairs with organza sashes 

• Non-legal ceremony celebrant 

• Commemorative certificate 

• One night’s accommodation in Pool Villa

PRICE: Starts from USD 2,800. Offer is valid until 31 December 2016.

BALI

Perched on Bali’s famous “Billionaire’s Row”, the Karma Kandara epitomises 

cosmopolitan luxury and encompasses the spirit of romance.
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Pelangi Bali Hotel & Spa is a romantic, four-star property located on the 

beautiful Seminyak beachfront, just 15-25 minutes from Legian and Kuta, 

and close to several quality restaurants and some of Bali’s best known 

nightclubs. It’s the perfect venue to celebrate a wedding or vow renewal, 

with a stunning ocean backdrop. The rooftop sunset terrace is a wonderful 

setting for wedding parties of up to 50 people, designed for memories 

that will last a lifetime.

ACCOMMODATION:  The wide hotel lobby at the Pelangi Bali Hotel 

& Spa reflects a tasteful balance of local Balinese culture and modern 

architecture. Choose either a Superior, Deluxe or Super Deluxe room or 

suite. All rooms feature ambient interiors with marble floors. Service is 

warm and friendly, and hotel facilities include restaurants, bars, a pool with 

swim-up bar, and a health spa and fitness centre.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Legal wedding by a civil registrar

• Certificate of Marriage, plus religious marriage certificate

•  Consulate arrangement in Bali (excludes consulate and 

document translator fee)

• Decorations

• Bride’s bouquet and Groom’s buttonhole

• Fruit cocktail for the couple

• Welcome drink for up to 20 people 

• Two nights’ stay in Superior room

• Breakfast daily for couple

PRICE: USD 1,900. Offer is valid until 30 June 2017.

CONDITIONS: Additional charges apply during the period 

27 December 2016 to 2 January 2017.

A: Camplung Tanduk, Seminyak Beach, Bali 

T: +62 361 730 346 

E: sales@pelangibali.com 

W: pelangibali.com 

    /pelangibalihotelseminyak      /Pelangi_Bali

BALI

Bali’s Seminyak is a gorgeous location for the modern bride and groom, offering Balinese culture 

synchronised with stunning landscapes and a contemporary, cosmopolitan beach vibe.
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Getting married in Australia is quite expensive 

so we wanted to find a beautiful location 

overseas that was more affordable. When 

choosing a venue I recommend looking for 

somewhere with lush, green gardens. It’s also 

a good idea to see if you can picture youself 

getting married there.

Love in Legian
SARA & JASON

This fun-loving couple from Australia tied the 

knot in a colourful ceremony at the White Rose 

Kuta Resort, Villas & Spa in Bali on the 30th  

September 2015, with 21 guests attending.

Why the White Rose Kuta Resort,  

Villas & Spa?  

“We stayed at the White Rose before and 

really liked it there so we thought it would be 

a great place to get married. I really love its 

beautiful gardens and the warm and  

friendly atmosphere.”

The Menu 

“We had a lovely buffet with a little bit of 

everything. Our guests loved how nicely it was 

presented and how great the food tasted.”

The Accommodation 

“It was great to stay at the same place as the 

wedding as I could just go back to my room if 

I forgot anything. It also meant that our guests 

could store their belongings if needed.”

Best Photo Locations 

“The fountain at the hotel was a great 

location for photos, and my favourite photo 

was taken with all our guests on the  

ceremony stage with my husband and I  

standing in front.”

Superior Service 

“Our wedding coordinator, Shanti was the 

best! She helped us plan everything before we 

arrived so we didn’t have to do much when 

we got there. Shanti was a pleasure to deal 

with and she was attentive the whole time, 

even visiting us after the wedding to make 

sure everything was going well.”

Advice for Brides  

“I was a bit rushed after my hair styling and 

makeup as I didn’t have it done at the resort. 

My advice is to either have it done early or 

better yet, have someone come out to you.”

whiterosebali.com
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The experienced wedding planners at Kayumanis can tailor the wedding 

day of your dreams, whether you want a ceremony on a gorgeous 

white sand beach, in a tranquil river-valley setting, underneath a grove of 

swaying coconut palms or within a luxurious, private villa. Your wedding is 

a once-in-a-lifetime celebration, so our team will go above and beyond to 

ensure it’s unforgettable.

ACCOMMODATION:  The Kayumanis properties include the Kayumanis 

Nusa Dua, Kayumanis Ubud and Kayumanis Jimbaran. Each property offers 

luxury spa facilities devoted to health, beauty and wellness. No two villas 

are aesthetically alike, and each are individually named after an Indonesian 

species of wood and categorised according to their interior theme.

Kayumanis Nusa Dua comprises 20 villas, including one- and two-bedroom 

villas, a honeymoon suite and an owner’s residence. All villas feature full-length 

glass doors and windows and semi-open bathing facilities with an outdoor 

shower to emulate open plan living. Each villa also has its own private pool 

edged with a sundeck.

Kayumanis Ubud consists of 23 private one-, two- and three-bedroom 

villas, and one Honeymoon Villa with a jacuzzi. Each villa features an 

outdoor bathroom with bathtub, TV with satellite channels, and its own 

private pool amid a tropical garden.

Kayumanis Jimbaran has 19 one- and two-bedroom private pool estates, 

each featuring an integrated living and dining environment, plasma TV, Bose 

entertainment system, king size canopy bed or Hollywood twin beds, open-air 

bathroom, pool and a timber terrace for romantic dining under the stars.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Pre-ceremony preparation room for bride • Priest or celebrant for 

wedding ceremony • Balinese umbrella boys and flower girls • Musicians 

during the ceremony • Decorated ring holder • Floral decorations • Bride’s 

bouquet • Groom’s boutonniere • Balloons and doves released after the 

ceremony • Personalised cake • Two glasses of Champagne for toasting

PRICE: Starts from USD 2,500. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: Please contact us for more information.

A: Bali, Indonesia

T: +62 361 705 777 

E: weddings@kayumanis.com 

W: kayumanis.com 

    /kayumanisresorts      /kayumanisresort

BALI

From a gorgeous beachside ceremony to an elegant garden party, 

you deserve nothing less than pure perfection on your wedding day.
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Utopia in Ubud
MARIA & TEEMU

After pledging their everlasting love to 

each other in the Honeymoon Suite at 

Kayumanis Ubud, this couple from Finland 

shared an intimate reception with eight 

of their loved ones in the Dining Corner 

on 22nd December 2015.

We decided on a destination wedding because 

we wanted our once-in-a-lifetime day to be really 

special. Our guests were excited to be travelling to 

a place none of them had been before. I strongly 

recommend a destination wedding, because 

the memories are simply incredible.

Photos by Gusde Photography
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Why the Kayumanis Ubud? 

“Leaving a cold Finnish winter we 

literally arrived in paradise! The 

resort was exclusive, romantic, and 

had breathtaking views. The variety 

of on-site venues also appealed to 

us – we had a different one for the 

welcome drinks, the  ceremony, 

and the reception.”

Superior Service 

“Our amazing wedding coordinator, 

Kadek put our priorities first, making 

sure our day was perfect – even 

sourcing our favourite sparkling Shiraz.”

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“Doves were released after our 

beautiful, garden ceremony.”

Best Photo Locations 

“The bridge at Kayumanis Resort was 

a stunning location for photographs. 

It’s pretty being surrounded by so 

much greenery.”

The Accommodation 

“We stayed in the Honeymoon Suite. 

The cottage itself was luxurious, 

intimate and relaxing. The fact that we 

had our own private pool meant we 

had a beautiful indoor and outdoor 

haven to spend time in together.”

The Honeymoon 

“We travelled to West Timor, and 

the Gili islands off Lombok, because 

we wanted to see and experience 

different parts of Indonesia.”

Advice for Brides 

Don’t leave home without... sunglasses!

kayumanis.com
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Michal’s family lives in Australia so we opted for 

a destination that was easily accessible for both 

our families. Bali was always a place we wanted 

to visit and we heard it was a gorgeous wedding 

destination... so the choice was easy. It was one of 

the most beautiful experiences of our lives and we 

still talk about it constantly.

Serendipity in Seminyak
DENISE & MICHAL

An elegant ceremony and reception at  

The Samaya Seminyak on the 21st  

February 2016 marked a new beginning for this 

Canadian couple who celebrated with 20 of 

their loved ones.

Photos by Berry Juansyah
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Why The Samaya Seminyak?   

“The Samaya offered wonderful wedding packages, 

and we were especially happy about being able 

to incorporate authentic Balinese cuisine into 

our menu. As we couldn’t be there in person to 

organise everything ourselves we knew we  

needed a wedding coordinator we could trust. 

The Samaya staff were hospitable and helpful 

right from the start, so we had a lot of faith in 

them. The food was amazing, the service was  

impeccable, and we had a really stress-free,  

fun-filled day.” 

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“My husband’s European family sang Polish wedding 

songs, and my brother organised a private 

Balinese fire dancing show for after the ceremony.”

Music/Entertainment 

“My brother compiled a jazz playlist for the 

reception, and I walked down the aisle to the 

tune of a Balinese flute, accompanied by sweet 

Balinese flower girls.”

The Menu 

“We enjoyed an extraordinary, four-course, 

Balinese sit-down dinner.  Delicious dishes  

included chicken noodle or seafood soup with 

shrimp crackers, marinated jumbo prawns with 

spinach salad, and braised duck in coconut sauce 

with Balinese spices.” 

Superior Service   

“I was worried about thunderstorms that  

threatened to dampen our beach ceremony. 

Our wedding coordinators, Shanti and Sepi 

gave us regular weather updates and moved 

the ceremony decorations undercover and then 

out onto the beach about four times due to the 

unpredictable weather. The altar had heavy pillars 

so we know it couldn’t have been easy moving the 

decorations that many times – which shows how 

hard everyone worked to ensure we had our 

dream wedding.” 

Special Memory 

“Having a reception dinner on the beach with 

our closest family and friends as we listened to 

gentle ocean waves was truly unforgettable. To 

top it off, there were fireflies around our dinner 

table! We don’t see them in Canada often, so it 

made the night seem even more like a fairytale.”  

thesamayabali.com
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Stretching over 5,000 square metres and encircled by seven turquoise 

blue lagoons and pools, The Laguna Resort & Spa is a dream setting for 

your wedding. Your romantic journey begins in one of four enchanting 

wedding venues, architecturally crafted to complement the natural 

beauty of the surrounds. Choose from the alluring Laguna Gazebo in an 

unrivalled beachfront location, the unforgettable and culturally ambient 

Temple Garden, the expansive lawns in the flowering Secret Garden, or 

the exclusive Nusa Bagus Island surrounded by turquoise waters and a 

tranquil waterfall.

Have a dreamy reception on Arwana Beach overlooking the Indian 

Ocean, or in the sacred Temple Garden. Perhaps you prefer a gala affair 

in the prestigious Balai Ballroom, or in the inviting Balai Ulu – a stylish 

space with wood flooring, chandeliers and large windows offering 

magnificent views.

Each one of our timeless western- or Balinese-style wedding packages 

is impeccably designed down to the very last detail, and include a variety 

of party, dinner and celebratory options. Combined with the help 

of our on-site wedding specialists, your wedding is guaranteed to be 

unforgettable and stress-free.

ACCOMMODATION:  The Laguna is comprised of 287 alluring 

guest rooms, suites and villas overlooking serene tropical gardens and 

surrounded by tranquil turquoise lagoons. Each guest room exudes 

contemporary Balinese style and is equipped with the latest amenities 

and modern conveniences such as WiFi.

All Laguna Pool Villas have their own large, private pool and offer an 

on-call, 24-hour Butler service.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Ceremony venue 

• Elegant frangipani floral decorations (decor upgrade is available) 

•  Ceremony set-up including gazebo, altar table and banquet chairs 

with covers and optional ribbons for up to 100 guests

• Bride’s bouquet  

• Groom’s buttonhole 

• Fresh flower ring pillow

PRICE: USD 3,050 (includes 21% tax and service charge). Offer is valid 

until 31 December 2016.

CONDITIONS: This package is based on availability and booking 

confirmation is required at least 48 hours in advance.

Tropical sophistication and mesmerising views combine to imbue your 

wedding day with a sense of enchantment in beautiful Bali.

BALI

A: Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia 

T: +62 361 771 327 

E: Laguna.Reservation@luxurycollection.com 

W: thelagunabali.com 

    /thelagunabali      /thelagunabali
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Set in the forested enclave of Jimbaran Bay, the InterContinental Bali 

Resort is surrounded by 14 hectares of tropical landscaped gardens and 

bordered by a 500-metre stretch of white sand beach. This truly inspiring 

setting offers an impressive array of magical indoor and outdoor venues 

that are perfect for wedding receptions and ceremonies. 

Each wedding is uniquely custom-made to reflect your personal tastes: 

whether you seek the rich pageantry of a traditional Balinese wedding, a 

modern Western ceremony or renewal of vows, a Balinese blessing, or 

a commitment ceremony. From an intimate ceremony on the beach as 

an eloping couple, to a larger wedding party with a full reception, we’ll 

accommodate your requests to ensure your big day is as special as it should be.

ACCOMMODATION: The InterContinental Bali Resort offers 

three categories of accommodation (Resort Classic, Singaraja and Club 

InterContinental) in the form of 417 guest rooms, suites and villas. Resort 

Classic rooms and suites showcase Bali’s art and cultural heritage, which 

is reflected in the design of these modern residences. Singaraja rooms 

feature a combination of colonial-era elegance and local Balinese artwork, 

while Singaraja duplex suites raise the bar even higher, offering opulent 

luxury amenities such as an upper-mezzanine master bedroom and 

ensuite bathroom (with separate bathtub and shower area), and 24-hour 

complimentary snack deliveries. Club InterContinental class is perfect for 

couples seeking pure indulgence at this special time in their lives.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Wedding planner

• Exclusive use of a bridal preparation villa or beauty salon

• Elegant tropical flower arrangement 

• English-speaking priest or celebrant 

• Ceremony entertainment by Rindik Balinese orchestra 

• Guest seating for up to 40 guests

• Bottle of sparkling wine and chocolate-dipped strawberries in your room

• Pre-wedding photograph taken by the resort

PRICE: Starts from USD 10,000++. Offer is valid until 31 December 2016.

CONDITIONS: The package featured is the “Tresna Sunset Wedding”. 

Terms and conditions apply, so please contact us for more information.

A: Jalan Uluwatu 45, Jimbaran 80361, Indonesia 

T: +62 361 701 888 

E: bali@ihg.com 

W: bali.intercontinental.com

Bali is often described as one of the most romantic places on earth, 

and the secluded InterContinental Bali Resort is certainly no exception. 

Pledge your love to each other in this perfect paradise.

BALI
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IN AUSTRALIA

There’s no reason why a destination 

wedding has to be overseas. With its 

kaleidoscope of landscapes, Australia 

is the perfect place for a destination 

wedding – offering something for 

every type of couple. 

 
Each Australian state and territory is blessed with its own 

unique vistas and culture, offering couples a diverse range 

of options when choosing exactly where to say “I do”. It’s 

equally suitable for a fabulous honeymoon, where you can 

be enchanted by quaint country towns, feel your heart race 

exploring the rugged outback, wander through myriad city 

laneways or simply relish stunning views of the mountains, 

beaches, deserts, rainforests and hinterland. With such 

amazing and romantic destinations, you really need look 

no further than your own backyard for a dream destination 

wedding location. Whether an island escape, a rustic 

country jamboree or an inner-city soiree is your wedding 

style, Australia fits the bill.

MAKE IT LEGAL: Before getting married you need 

to organise an authorised marriage celebrant or religious 

practitioner to conduct the ceremony. You’ll need to give 

notice of your intent to marry by completing a Notice 

of Intended Marriage that is signed in the presence of a 

qualified witness, then lodge it with your chosen celebrant 

at least one month before your desired wedding date. Don’t 

forget to provide evidence of your identity to your marriage 

celebrant – dig out your birth certificate, passport and 

divorce papers (if it applies).

Two Become One… 
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I’ve always been an island girl at heart as I grew 

up on North Stradbroke Island, so I think that had 

a lot to do with us choosing a destination wedding. 

Mark is also a relaxed person so we knew we 

needed to choose somewhere to match our 

temperaments, and for some reason the beach 

always makes us feel instantly at ease. Our guests 

supported this decision because we gave plenty 

of notice and they were able to make 

a holiday out of it.

Festive on Fraser
TARA & MARK

Why the Kingfisher Bay Resort?  

“We got engaged at Orchid Beach on Fraser Island one 

year earlier, so the area has special significance for us. 

We instantly fell in love with the Kingfisher Bay Resort 

because it’s relaxed, earthy and unique. And, when we  

saw the sunset from Jetty Hut – we were sold! Our  

fabulous wedding co-ordinator, Hannah made us feel 

comfortable right from the start and ensured we had 

everything we needed – from great coffee through to  

strawberries for our champagne. Hannah was organised 

and relaxed, which made us both feel very comfortable.”

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“We love nature and quirky things, so all the groomsmen 

wore wooden bowties and had matching wooden beer 

mugs. We personalised stubby coolers as party favours 

with a photo from our engagement and cool slogans like 

‘My wife gives me sound advice... 99% Sound, 1% Advice’ 

and ‘My Husband and I married for better or worse – He 

couldn’t have done better & I couldn’t have done worse.’”

Wedding Styling 

“We had a rustic, beachy theme with loads of lanterns, 

candles and shells and a turquoise and earthy colour palette.”

 Dress Code 

“I sourced my wedding dress from Bohemian Brides on 

the Gold Coast. It was custom-fitted with a bit of  

tweaking to make it truly unique. The guys wore white 

shirts and beige pants purchased from department stores. 

We asked our guests to wear neutral colours so we all 

blended together nicely.”

Menu  

“For entree we had alternate drop of prawns or lamb, for 

main we had alternate drop of rib fillet steak or chicken 

breast, and for dessert we just had the wedding cake.”

The Honeymoon 

“We hired a camper trailer from Noosa and did a 

three-week roadtrip down south. We followed the coast 

all the way to Sydney, spending a few nights at each beach 

town before heading inland to the Hunter Valley as our 

final stop before returning home.” 

Best Photo Locations 

“Mark and I snuck out of our reception to have photos 

together at sunset. It’s the only chance we had to be alone 

during the wedding – and it was a moment I’ll cherish 

forever. The jetty and boardwalks around the resort made 

for gorgeous photos.”

Advice for other Brides 

Don’t leave home without... your notepad and pen!

kingfisherbay.com

Sunset Beach on Fraser Island was the 

location for the wedding of this fun-loving, 

Gold Coast couple. Surrounded by 100 loved 

ones, the two marked the occasion with an 

unforgettable reception at Kingfisher Bay Resort 

on the 19th January 2016.

Photos by All The Love in The World Photography
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Our guests were very close family and friends so 

they were happy to travel for our big day. We gave 

plenty of notice so they had time to save up money, 

as the majority had to fly there. Everyone  

commented on how beautiful the island was and 

how much fun they had at the wedding. With a 

destination wedding, it’s important to be organised 

and know exactly what you want as it’s harder to 

communicate due to distance.

Fun on Fitzroy Island
ARIANA & BENJAMIN

Why Fitzroy Island Resort?  

“Ben and I had one of our first dates on Fitzroy 

Island and it’s also where we first said ‘I love you’, 

so it holds special significance for us. We visit 

there regularly because it’s so romantic and you 

literally feel like you’re in paradise.” 

Wedding Styling 

“Soft and romantic with white and pastel-pink 

hues and lots of candles.”

The Dress 

“It’s a Peter Trends gown from Irene Costas 

Divine Bridal. After a very long search I finally 

found the perfect dress just two weeks out from 

the wedding! It needed some alterations but the 

store staff were very accommodating and had it 

altered for me in record time.” 

Best Photo Locations 

“We had photographs taken on a quiet stretch 

of beach and also nearby in the surrounding 

rainforest. You pretty much can’t take a bad 

photo anywhere on Fitzroy as the entire island 

is beautiful.”

Special Memory

We really wanted an outdoor reception, so 

Foxy’s Bar & Grill was perfect for us. I remember 

watching the sun setting as I was sitting in Foxy’s 

alfresco area surrounded by family and friends, 

with a cocktail in hand and my husband by  

my side.”

Advice to Brides 

Don’t leave home without... your husband-to-be!

fitzroyisland.com

Surrounded by 40 of their closest friends 

and family members, this Cairns couple 

became husband and wife at the beautiful 

Fitzroy Island Resort on the 8th August 2015.

Photos by Alison M Jones Photography, Cairns
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Port Douglas holds a special place in our hearts as 

Scott took me there to celebrate my 30th birthday 

and had a surprise engagement planned. We always 

wanted to have a wedding in a relaxing, beautiful 

location because being away from our everyday 

routines is when we are happiest, and we wanted 

our family and friends to have a nice, fun holiday too!

Paradise in Port Douglas
RACHEL & SCOTT

This Sydney couple tied the knot with a 

simply beautiful wedding at Bali Hai in North 

Queensland’s Port Douglas. Surrounded by 105 

loved ones, Rachel and Scott enjoyed a fun-filled 

reception, dancing the night away.

Photos by Coast Wedding Photography
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Why the Bali Hai?   

“I stumbled across an article on Bali Hai by 

Executive Retreats when looking for unique 

wedding locations and I fell in love with the place. 

It’s set in 80 acres of rainforest and I knew it 

would be a magical location for our special day. 

It’s like a little slice of Bali without actually having 

to leave Australia!”

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals   

“We surprised our guests with fireworks at the 

end of the night – it was surreal and fun.”

The Music 

“We had a DJ playing a mix of modern music 

and easy listening soulful songs like John Legend, 

Coldplay, Van Morrison, Bryan Adams and Bruce 

Springsteen, along with some more upbeat hits 

for everyone to dance along to.”

The Menu 

“We had canapés on arrival followed by a 

sit-down, three-course banquet by Port Douglas 

Catering and Events. Some favourite dishes were 

the seafood platter, slow-roasted beef striploin, 

sweet potato gnocchi, Caprese salad, caramel 

macadamia tarts, and our wedding cake – which 

was chocolate with nutella ganache.”

The Honeymoon  

“We went on a six week European holiday to 

France, Switzerland, Venice, Florence, Rome, the 

Amalfi Coast and the Greek Islands, followed by 

a week in Thailand.”

Best Photo Locations    

“Our favourite photo locations were the sugarcane 

fields, Rex Smeal Park, and at Bali Hai.”

Advice for Brides  

“Hire a wedding planner because they know 

the location and suppliers in the area and can 

recommend exactly what you’re looking for. 

It was worth every cent and helped eliminate 

stress. Also hire a videographer – we’ve watched 

our video so many times and even got to see 

parts of the day we didn’t remember because 

they went by so quickly.” 

weddingsportdouglas.com.au/executive-retreats-ac/
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We both used to live at Airlie and 

loved it, which is why we chose to have 

our wedding there. All of our guests had 

to travel to the wedding and they  

unanimously agreed it was 

an exceptionally beautiful location.

Adoration in Airlie
KARA & JOSH

Why Peppers Airlie Beach? 

“We chose Peppers because of its fantastic 

wedding packages and because it’s such a 

relaxing, picture-perfect location. We also liked 

not having to travel far between the ceremony 

and reception location. I’d definitely recommend 

going through a wedding coordinator as it takes 

the stress out of planning a wedding.”

Superior Service  

“The electricity went out at the resort about  

10 minutes before I was supposed to get my  

hair and makeup done. Our wedding  

coordinator, Sandi Holman offered for us to use 

her own apartment as there was still power on 

in that part of town. My hairdresser, makeup 

artist and I all head over to Sandi’s pronto. For 

me, that was proof we had chosen a wonderful 

(and extremely thoughtful) wedding coordinator.”

Wedding Styling 

“Our rustic-themed beach wedding was 

exquisitely styled by Beautiful Beach Weddings.”

The Dress and Suit 

“We got both our outfits back home in Mildura. 

My dress was from Cinderella’s Bridal and Josh 

got his suit from Ransoms.”

The Menu 

“As we had a small and intimate wedding, our 

guests could choose whatever they fancied off 

the restaurant menu. The steak was very popular, 

and everyone commented on how amazing the 

food was – not just at Peppers but in town  

as well.”

The Honeymoon  

“We went on a three day/two night yacht cruise 

around the Whitsunday Islands with Whitsunday 

Getaways. We also did a jet ski tour to Daydream 

Island with Whitsunday Jet Skis, as well as a reef 

trip. The rest of the time we just chilled.”

Best Photo Locations 

“We flew over to Whitehaven Beach with Heli 

Taxis and it was such a beautiful location.”

Advice for Brides  

Don’t leave home without... triple checking you 

have everything you need!

peppersairliebeach.com.au

After tying the knot on the gorgeous 

white sands of Boathaven Beach, this 

couple from Victoria celebrated their love 

in an intimate reception with 11 guests 

at Tides Deck, Peppers Airlie Beach, 

on 8th October 2015.

Photos by Brooke Miles Photography
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Signature elegance, stunning views and uncompromising service make 

Peppers Airlie Beach a coveted wedding venue, catering for small, intimate 

weddings right through to larger weddings of up to 120 guests. From 

the majestic views of the Whitsunday passage right down to the finishing 

touches you’d expect from a Peppers resort, you can tailor an all-inclusive 

wedding package for a very unique and memorable experience.

ACCOMMODATION:  Only a short stroll from the main street 

of Airlie Beach, Peppers offers stylish and elegant accommodation in 

luxuriously appointed one, two and three bedroom Spa Apartments. 

Put relaxation and rejuvenation high on your agenda for a fabulous 

honeymoon after the big day. Lounge by the stunning resort pool, indulge 

in your favourite cocktail and receive the ultimate pampering – all without 

ever needing to leave the resort.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Five nights’ accommodation in a one bedroom Spa Apartment  

• Breakfast daily  

• Intimate balcony ceremony with celebrant and witnesses 

• Degustation dinner with matching wines in Tides Restaurant & Bar  

• One hour relaxation massage 

• Bottle of sparkling wine and chocolate-dipped strawberries 

•  Full day sailing tour on Lady Enid with a picnic lunch on the beach

PRICE: AUD 2,500 per couple. Offer is valid until 30 June 2017.

CONDITIONS: Terms and conditions apply, so contact us for 

more details.

A: Mount Whitsunday Drive, Airlie Beach, Queensland 

T: 07 4962 5119 

E: sandi.holman@peppers.com.au 

W: peppersairliebeach.com.au

AUSTRALIA

Have an elegant and romantic wedding with all the trimmings 

at this tropical oasis in the Whitsundays.
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An alluring waterfront wedding

in the heart of the Whitsundays.
If the thought of a sophisticated waterfront reception venue arouses your curiosity, we invite you to explore 

Lure, Abell Point Marina located in one of the most iconic destinations in Australia.

Picturesque waterfront views overlooking the Whitsunday Islands encompass turquoise sea vistas by day, 

ever-changing hues of pink and orange at sunset and the twinkle of yachts on the water by night. 

Step inside and be taken on your own private voyage. Themed in a contemporary nautical style using natural 

elements of wood, glass and stone it mirrors the sea, the rock walls of the Marina, evoking dreams of the rich 

sailing history of mariners’ past, the décor is world-class.

Lure your guests to paradise.  

Find out more at lurewhitsundays.com   

T 07 4946 2407 | E events@lurewhitsundays.com
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BIG4 Adventure Whitsunday Resort 

is a blissful union of botanic-like 

tropical gardens, relaxing Airlie Beach 

ambience, serene function spaces 

and accommodation from hotel-

style studios through to luxurious, 

bedroom apartment-style condos. 

suit every situation, every budget 

purpose function venue, The Palm 

House, outdoor Palm Pavilion and 

Palm Gardens elevate the style and 

receptions for up to 200 guests. 

With over 15 onsite activities including 

our 32 metre lagoon pool (heated 

18 hole mini golf, poolside massage, 

tennis court and so much more, the 

facilities lend themselves to socialising 

any important celebration is all about!

www

The perfect Whitsunday venue... 

paradise found.

We couple together the most perfect of                              

venues and accommodation in the one location     

BIG4 Adventure Whitsunday Resort and The Palm House
P 07 4948 5444  |  info@thepalmhouse.com.au

thepalmhouse.com.au   |   adventurewhitsunday.com.au



Whether your style is traditional, casual, contemporary or glam, 

experienced and professional wedding coordinators will help you plan 

your perfect wedding. Offering a choice of four ceremony locations and 

10 reception venues, Daydream Island Resort & Spa can cater for intimate 

weddings through to grandiose celebrations catering for up to 200 people.

One popular ceremony venue is the Endeavour Wedding Chapel, 

spectacularly located by the water’s edge and featuring floor-to-ceiling 

windows that provide panoramic views of the Whitsunday Passage. 

Another highly desirable venue is the romantic Lovers Cove, which is a 

private, sheltered inlet featuring a large deck and white coral beach. Lovers 

Cove is perfect for both ceremonies and receptions.

ACCOMMODATION:  Daydream Island Resort & Spa offers guests 

affordable luxury with 296 beautifully appointed rooms and suites. There’s 

a Rejuvenation Spa, lagoon pools, stunning waterfront restaurants and bars, 

over 20 free activities and an amazing 44-foot outdoor movie cinema. You 

can also explore the island’s fringing coral reef and spectacular marine life.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Three nights’ accommodation  

• Return ferry transfers  

• Champagne and chocolate-dipped strawberries  

• Buffet breakfast daily  

• 60-minute massage for the bride and groom  

• Ceremony venue hire  

• Buggy transfers for the bridal party to Endeavour Chapel  

• Civil celebrant  

• Bride’s bouquet  

• Groom’s buttonhole  

• Hair and makeup stylist for the bride  

• Bottle of sparkling wine  

• Witnesses  

• Dedicated wedding team 

PRICE: From AUD 4,410. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: For full terms and conditions please contact us.

A: Whitsundays, Australia 

T: +617 3259 2310 

W: daydreamisland.com

AUSTRALIA

A tropical island wedding is an affordable dream come true at the beautiful, 

multi-award winning Daydream Island Resort & Spa in Queensland’s spectacular 

Whitsundays, near the Great Barrier Reef. 
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Sail away with me,

The beautiful Whitsundays are known for their 74 islands that dot the 

Coral Sea like emeralds in a silver necklace – where better to set sail with 

your true love on your lifetime adventure?

The Whitsundays has an abundance of vessels to carry you away into a 

watery wonderland where you can marry on board with the gentle splash 

of water on the bow and the lazy creaking of the boat, or on a deserted 

beach with the two of you, your loved ones and the soft swaying of she-oaks.

There are boats to suit all weddings in the Whitsundays, from rustic and 

full of character to super-sleek and streamlined. For the ultimate coastal-chic 

wedding, follow these tips from Weddings Whitsundays and tie the knot in 

an unforgettable ceremony on the Coral Sea.

1. CHOOSE A BOAT-HAPPY CELEBRANT 

Choosing your celebrant is always a big decision, but when marrying on 

board a boat it’s important to choose a boat-happy celebrant. Make sure 

your celebrant is comfortable on boats and is happy to join you on your 

adventure. There are many sailing-savvy celebrants in the Whitsundays 

because it’s such a popular pastime in the area, so ensure you ask the 

question when doing research. Once your celebrant is “on board” they will 

offer a wealth of knowledge about different vessels and can help point you 

in the right direction.

2. SELECT THE PERFECT BOAT 

The kind of vessel you marry on is obviously key to your wedding day 

and there are literally dozens of choices to suit your vision. If you want a 

whimsical, romantic feel, consider an old timber Tall Ship, whereas a sleek, 

modern powerboat might be more your style if you want a more minimalist 

wedding. There are endless options available so be sure to do research 

online and perhaps narrow it down to one or two vessels to look at. Also 

check the number of crew the boat provides. .

3. THINK ABOUT YOUR GUESTS’ NEEDS 

This is obviously important with all weddings because the guests are 

your nearest and dearest after all, but boats are a special kind of venue 

that require a little thinking up front. How many passengers are there 

and would the vessel you have in mind be suitable? Be sure to check the 

number of people the vessel can safely carry. While a brisk sail might suit 

younger guests, it probably won’t suit your gran who suffers from vertigo 

and would prefer a more stable option. Also, consider any family members or 

friends with mobility issues and ask if ramps are available. Also, make sure 

you provide adequate shade – consider an early or afternoon wedding to 

avoid the sun’s harsh rays during the middle of the day – and provide cold 

water for guests before and after the ceremony.

 to another land…

“So throw of the bow lines, sail away from the safe 

harbour, catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore, 

dream, discover.” Mark Twain.

Photo by Providence V
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4. CONSIDER STYLING 

Once your boat is booked, the next consideration is styling for your 

wedding. Just like weddings on dry land, weddings on board boats should 

follow a theme – and this theme will affect your choice of vessel. Are you 

going for the “wind-in-your-hair and no shoes” feel, or a super-chic and 

sophisticated look with white roses and crisp linen tablecloths? Talk to one 

of the fabulous wedding decorators and stylists in the Whitsundays who 

can bring your vision to life and create your floating fantasy to a stunning 

backdrop of the Whitsunday Islands and Coral Sea.

5. CHOOSE YOUR MENU 

Food is something to think carefully about as you have the option of ca-

tering your wedding on board, at a venue on the mainland, or on an island 

following your ceremony. If on board, there are several reputable catering 

companies in the Whitsundays that are well practised at catering for 

functions afloat, so check with your wedding coordinator or celebrant. At 

minimum, you’d want finger food for guests as you arrive back into port 

following the ceremony, so talk to your venue about some  

pre-prepared hors d’oeuvres or canapés... cold of course! Keep it simple 

– fresh local-caught seafood is in abundance in the Whitsundays and cold 

seafood platters are popular for weddings on the water, perhaps with 

some lush tropical fruit.  

6. ENLIST A WEDDING PLANNER   

Wedding coordinators and planners in the Whitsundays have done this 

many times before and can save you valuable time by coming up with ideas, 

suggestions and solutions for your dream wedding on water. They can 

organise Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) permits for 

you (if required), along with other details – giving you peace of mind and the 

freedom to relax and enjoy your special day on board your dream vessel.

WHITSUNDAY ON-WATER WEDDING OPTIONS 

The following are some boats to consider for your wonderful, watery 

Whitsunday wedding...

Whitsunday Rent A Yacht 

Choose from a wide range of up-to-the-minute luxury yachts, catamarans 

and motor cruisers from one of the region’s pre-eminent providers and 

begin your new life together with the romantic adventure of a lifetime. 

Leave only footprints and take away lasting memories as you explore the 

74 island wonders together. Your competent crew will whisk you away to a 

dreamy location where you can say “I do” either on board or on one of the  

beautiful beaches fringing the islands and mainland. Extend your hire period 

and enjoy an exquisite honeymoon, overnighting in secluded bays and inlets, 

and fantastic snorkelling, diving and fishing spots during the day.

Providence V 

Providence V is a 62-foot, gaff-rigged Tall Ship, built from the last of Tully 

rainforest timber. It’s a perfect choice for the bride who wants a smaller 

wedding, as it caters for private charters of up to 24 people. Why not arrive 

by boat and tie the knot on a deserted beach? Catch the breeze in the sails 

and head to a sandy cay for snorkelling or a mesmerising sunset wedding. 

Catering packages are available, offering everything from nibbles through to 

special menus – for example, seafood, mixed meat platters and salads. The 

ship is fully licensed and BYO alcohol is available on private charters.

Mabuhay Luxury Cruiser 

Explore the Whitsundays in style on board a fully crewed 65-foot Precision 

Cruiser. From the Great Barrier Reef to world famous Whitehaven 

Beach, Mabuhay will put together a package especially for you. Go where 

the mood takes you and explore the Whitsundays at your leisure all in 

comfortable, stylish surroundings. The experienced crew and hostess will 

take control, leaving you and your guests free to enjoy your big day as you 

cruise comfortably through the Coral Sea. Choose from a sunset cruise in 

Pioneer Bay, overlooking the coastal township of Airlie Beach as the sun 

goes down. Mabuhay can whisk you away to any one of dozens of secluded 

beaches for a romantic beachside wedding complete with gourmet catering.

Sundowner Cruises 

A cruise on Sundowner’s purpose-built catamaran is a unique way for 

you and your guests to enjoy the laid-back Whitsunday ambience. With a 

spacious, open-plan entertaining area that can accommodate 48 passengers 

comfortably, there’s plenty of room for you, your family and friends. 

Sundowner is the perfect venue for wedding ceremonies and receptions, 

and catering packages are available. It’s also great for pre-wedding  

get togethers with family and friends, post-wedding brunches and hens’ 

and bucks’ parties.

Cruise Whitsundays 

Experience a wedding venue like no other and have your wedding on the 

Great Barrier Reef. Cruise on board a comfortable and modern vessel to 

Hardy Reef – home to the world-famous “Heart Reef ”, and say  

“I Do” in front of a spectacular Great Barrier Reef backdrop. Event design 

specialists will prepare exclusive reef pontoon areas to complement the 

natural beauty of the surrounds with tasteful and classic decor.  An elegant 

wedding arch situated on the upper deck is a wonderful location for 

exchanging your vows, while the lower deck overlooking surrounding coral 

is suitable for formal sit-down or cocktail style receptions. After drinks, 

speeches and dancing, guests can enjoy a sunset cruise back through the 

Whitsunday Islands while you newlyweds have a romantic evening in the 

private King Suite at Reefsleep – offering the perfect end to a perfect day.

WEDDINGS WHITSUNDAYS 

For more information visit weddingswhitsundays.com

Photo by 
Brooke Miles Photography Photo by Whitsunday Rent A Yacht
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Whether you’re eloping or wanting a boutique wedding of up to 60 

guests, there’s a special place for you here at Thala Beach Nature Reserve. 

Offering modern Australian fare and outstanding service, this 58-hectare 

eco-retreat sits atop a spectacular peninsula only 15 minutes south of Port 

Douglas and 45 minutes north of Cairns.

Thala showcases the supreme natural beauty of North Queensland’s 

gorgeous rainforests, mountains and ocean. Granite boulders, waterfalls 

and overhanging trees create natural swimming holes that blend discretely 

with the environment. Winding paths through rainforests and woodlands 

connect with secluded coves and beaches and pass through habitats for 

endemic birds, wildlife and flora. At Thala, you’ll be lulled by the sounds of 

nature – bird song, gentle waves and eucalypts swaying in the soft, warm breeze.

ACCOMMODATION:  Relax in deluxe, Coral Sea Bungalows built high 

on stilts and perched in the upper canopy of the forest, on Thala’s headland, 

offering spectacular views over the treetops to the Coral Sea and distant 

islands. Eucalypt Bungalows nestled amid the forest canopy have sweeping 

rainforest views, while Jungle Walk Bungalows are low-set on the forest floor 

to capture the intimate feel of the unique woodland environment.

All 83 bungalows feature Australian timber and granite throughout to create 

an ambience that harmonises with the pristine surrounds. All bungalows 

underwent refurbishment in late 2014, and feature air-conditioning, stylish 

interiors, and screened windows so you can enjoy the sublime views. Amenities 

include TV/DVD, complimentary movies, fridge, mini bar, bathroom with 

separate bathtub and shower, in-room safe, and ISDD telephone.

The Sandpiper Suite is the ultimate hideaway with a view of Thala’s beach 

and the expansive Coral Sea. In addition to the bungalows’ standard 

features it also includes a separate lounge/living area and large deck.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Marriage celebrant and witnesses • Ceremony venue • Bride’s bouquet 

• Groom’s buttonhole • Bottle of Australian sparkling wine for toasting 

• Two-hours with professional photographer – photos provided on USB

PRICE: AUD 2,750. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: For package terms and conditions, please contact us.

A: 5078 Captain Cook Highway, Oak Beach, Port Douglas, Australia 

T: 07 4098 5700 

E: reservations@thalabeach.com.au 

W: thalabeach.com.au

AUSTRALIA

Untouched coastline, unspoilt wilderness and boutique timber bungalows 

create a tranquil ambience in this mesmerising, secluded paradise.
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Just 45 minutes by FastCat from Cairns lies Fitzroy Island – a tropical 

paradise of rainforest and beaches within the calm, sheltered waters 

of Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef. Have an intimate island wedding 

ceremony for two, or invite your family and friends along to share in your 

happiness. Choose from a number of picturesque ceremony locations 

including Welcome Bay Beach that is renowned for its distinctive white 

coral, the secluded and peaceful Nudey Beach, or the manicured grassed 

lawn set amid tropical vegetation.

The team at Fitzroy Island has a wealth of experience in creating 

stress-free, dream weddings, from the strategic pre-planning stages down 

to every last ceremony and reception detail on the big day. If you need a 

wedding celebrant, we have one living on the island. Delight in a day full 

of wonderful memories you can cherish forever.

ACCOMMODATION:  Stay in Fitzroy Island Resort’s boutique, 4.5 star 

accommodation. Offering a selection of different accommodation types 

including Ocean Suites (with kitchenette and balcony), Resort Studios and 

Beach Cabins. Each of the 99 rooms feature contemporary furnishings and  

air-conditioning. Facilities include a large lagoon pool with swim-up bar,  

a dive and adventure centre, a cinema, five national park walking trails, 

Zephyr formal dining restaurant, and Foxy’s beachside bar and bistro.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Ceremony in your choice of location 

• Venue hire 

• Seasonal, three-course menu

PRICE: Starts from AUD 7,000, based on 80 guests. Offer is valid until  

1 December 2017. Mention GDW when booking your wedding package 

and we’ll include a complimentary one-hour, in-room couples massage.

T: 07 4044 6700 

E: resort.events@fitzroyisland.com 

W: fitzroyisland.com 

    /FitzroyIslandQueensland     /FitzroyIsland     @FitzroyIsland

AUSTRALIA

Begin the next chapter of your life together on the sun-kissed shores of Fitzroy Island, a 

Heritage-listed national park ideal for a romantic Tropical North Queensland wedding.
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Plan a romantic rainforest wedding surrounded by lush greenery and crystal 

clear streams or enjoy a beach wedding on one of the beautiful beaches; 

Four Mile Beach Port Douglas, Oak Beach, Newell Beach are just a few of 

the superb locations to choose from. For couples seeking a more traditional 

setting, Port Douglas’ St Mary’s By the Sea is a perfect option. This historic 

church built in the 1880s, has been fully restored and features a huge altar 

window offering breathtaking views of the Coral Sea and surrounding 

rainforest. There’s also historic Sugar Wharf – a beautifully scenic location for 

both ceremonies and receptions.

Pre- and post-wedding activities include visiting the breathtaking Daintree 

Rainforest, snorkelling the Great Barrier Reef, strolling along one of the 

beautiful palm-fringed beaches or simply sitting back and soaking up the 

sunshine. The list of activities is endless with golf, fishing, scenic flights, 

adventures for thrill seekers, pampering spa retreats and memorable dining 

experiences that will stay with you forever.

With the Great Barrier Reef, tropical rainforest and spectacular beaches, 

Queensland’s “village by the sea” is the perfect place to get hitched.

A: Shop 48 The Reef Marina, Port Douglas, Queensland 

T: 07 4099 4588 

E: info@visitportdouglasdaintree.com 

W: weddingsportdouglas.com.au 

    /weddingsPortDouglas

AUSTRALIA

Whether you’re planning a beach or rainforest wedding, or an elopement, 

small family gathering or extravagant one-of-a-kind event, Port Douglas is 

the perfect place for you to wed in paradise.
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A: Coral Coast Drive, Palm Cove, Australia 

T: +617 4059 1234 

E: stay@hgcpalmcove.com.au 

W: grandchancellorhotels.com/hotel-grand-chancellor-palm-cove 

    /grandchancellorpalmcove/

AUSTRALIA

Combining charm and sophistication with the warmth of the tropics, 

Hotel Grand Chancellor Palm Cove is the ideal destination for those seeking 

a luxury venue set amid lush, palm-fringed shores. 

Hotel Grand Chancellor Palm Cove is the perfect setting for your 

special day. Located just 20 minutes from Cairns, Palm Cove is the gem 

of North Queensland. We offer a range of awe-inspiring locations that 

cater to all tastes, with lush garden settings, a gorgeous timber deck 

underneath a magnificent fig tree, and pristine beaches. Catering for 

intimate receptions of up to 20 guests or grand affairs with up to 300 

guests, our all-inclusive packages can be tailored to suit your individual 

requirements. Select from your choice of our Pearl, Platinum, Diamond 

two-course or Diamond three-course packages and leave the rest up to 

our dedicated wedding coordinator who will ensure your day is nothing 

less than perfect.

ACCOMMODATION:  Hotel Grand Chancellor Palm Cove boasts 140 

guest rooms nestled in tropical gardens. The resort’s design showcases the 

unsurpassed beauty of the region, with a colour scheme reminiscent of 

sun-kissed beaches and neutral tones designed to capture the essence of nature. 

 

A variety of room types are available, and all rooms feature pool or 

garden views and a private terrace or balcony from which to enjoy 

Palm Cove’s balmy breezes.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Venue hire • Four-hour beverage package • Choice of menu

• Complimentary wedding cake service • Skirted bridal, gift and cake table

• White or black chair covers • Choice of satin or organza sashes and 

centrepieces • Table numbers • Wishing well, bird cage or vintage suitcase

• Love sign • Menus on tables • Seating chart easel • Dance floor

• Lectern and stage • Set-up and pack down • Wedding coordinator

• Onsite supervisor • Two nights’ in our Bridal Suite • Special accommodation 

rates for guests • Parking

PRICE: Starts from AUD 135 per person. Valid until 31 December 2016.

CONDITIONS: This package is for a minimum of 60 guests. Other 

conditions apply, so contact us for more details.
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Set amongst lush tropical palms, evergreen lawns and an idyllic lagoon 

swimming pool, QT Port Douglas is a picture-perfect setting. Whether 

your wedding is a small and intimate celebration or a large extravagant 

event, QT Port Douglas can provide a variety of delectable menu options, 

a wide selection of refreshing beverages and cocktails, and unique and 

flexible venue configurations for up to 200 guests cocktail-style or 150 

guests at a seated banquet.

Combining imagination, savvy and experience, the QT wedding team will 

provide charming and sincere five-star service right from your initial enquiry 

through to your wedding day and recovery celebrations – ensuring your 

special day is magical, memorable and, most importantly, fun!

ACCOMMODATION:  QT Port Douglas is a designer hotel with 

spacious one- and two-bedroom apartments, located just a stone’s throw 

from the natural wonders of tropical North Queensland. All 170 rooms 

have been individually designed to feel like a home away from home, and 

include king-size beds, balconies and hand-sourced stylish finishes and decor. 

You and your guests can enjoy signature concepts like Bazaar, an interactive 

market place restaurant, Estilo, the chic cocktail bar and lounge, or the 

innovative designer spa, spaQ.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• On-site wedding planner 

• Reception venue with wet weather options 

• Arbour 

• Bride’s bouquet 

• Groom’s buttonhole 

• Registry table with two chairs 

• 20 guest chairs 

• Two nights’ accommodation for the bride & groom in a one-bedroom villa 

• Breakfast daily 

• Welcome Champagne on arrival 

• Signature QT gift

A: 87-109 Port Douglas Road, Port Douglas 

T: 07 4099 8900 

E: sales_portdouglas@qthotels.com.au 

W: qthotelsandresorts.com/port-douglas

AUSTRALIA

The quirky and refreshing design of this uber-stylish resort in North Queensland, 

combined with five-star service and modern luxuries make it perfect for a dream wedding.
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No other wedding venues in South-East Queensland, or indeed Australia, 

offer the same stunning location available to you at Tangalooma Island 

Resort. Located 75 minutes from Brisbane by catamaran, the resort is 

ideal for a beautiful destination wedding close to home. 

Take your vows on the pristine beach at Tangalooma Island Resort, 

overlooking the spectacular vistas of Moreton Bay. Follow your ceremony 

with a dream reception created by you in our exclusive, beachfront 

wedding venue, the Waterfront Pavilion.

ACCOMMODATION:  Tangalooma is designed with you in mind; 

so you choose how you want to stay. Opt for one of the absolute 

beachfront apartments set amid luscious landscaped gardens and natural 

bushland – most with ocean views, or stay in one of the exclusive 

island holiday houses with million dollar views of Moreton Bay and the 

Glasshouse Mountains.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Ceremony and reception in the Waterfront Pavilion  

• Exquisite styling by the award-winning team from Beautiful Weddings  

• Choice of a buffet, alternate drop or cocktail menu  

• Exclusive guest use of beachfront gardens to enjoy the spectacular sunset 

• Personalised wedding web portal for guest accommodation bookings 

• 20% discount on resort accommodation for your guests

PRICE: From AUD 112 per person. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: Offer is valid for a minimum of 40 guests, and is not 

available during school holidays, Christmas, Easter or any Saturday during 

November or December.

A: Moreton Island 

T: 07 3637 2144 

E: events@tangalooma.com 

W: tangalooma.com

AUSTRALIA

Experience the jewel of Moreton Bay that is Tangalooma – a nature playground with mesmerising 

landscapes, where you may even sight dolphins and whales frolicking in the azure blue waters beyond.
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Secrets on the Lake is one of the most beautiful and romantic places 

to get married in Montville. The exquisite gardens have carved decks, 

rockpools, stepping stones, evergreen foliage and seasonal blooms, 

framed by lush rainforest mountains on one side, and the sparkling blue 

water of Lake Baroon. 

Have your ceremony under the magnificent slipper vine on the 

multilevel timber deck, in a shaded intimate space on the peninsula, 

on the Lakehouse steps for a rustic backdrop, or inside the 

heritage-style Lakehouse. 

Celebrate with canapés or a daytime reception in the gardens or on 

the Lakehouse deck, or maybe you prefer a high tea or styled picnic in 

the stunning grounds. For a magical end to your special day, indulge in an 

evening reception on the deck underneath twinkling fairy lights. Menus 

include a canapé and cocktail informal reception, gourmet buffet BBQ, 

or three-course dinner.

ACCOMMODATION:  Secrets on the Lake offers 10 individually themed 

treehouses, which are beautiful works of art that provide total privacy and 

a unique experience. Each is fully self-contained and features a handmade 

queen-size bed, double shower, toasty log fire, comfy lounge, mood lighting, 

air-conditioning, widescreen TV, DVD/CD, sunken spa bath and private 

rainforest balcony with a BBQ, wooden love seat and stunning views.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Ceremony in Secrets Garden or the Lakehouse • Wedding coordinator  

• Pre-ceremony non-alcoholic beverages •10 Italian white padded 

folding chairs • Signing table covered in white German lace cloth and 

featuring a bowl of short stem roses • Bottle of sparkling wine • Secrets 

monogrammed Champagne glasses as a gift • Sound system for your own 

music or Secrets supplied music

PRICE: From AUD 2,400. Offer is valid until 31 December 2017.

CONDITIONS: Take advantage of our mid-week special which includes 

the wedding package above at a bargain price! Plus, we’ll include a celebrant 

and photographer, as long as you book a minimum of two cabins.

A: 207 Narrows Road, Montville

T: 07 5478 5888 

E: info@secretsonthelake.com.au 

W: secretsonthelake.com.au

AUSTRALIA

The picture-perfect setting, exquisite craftsmanship and warm staff 

will leave you feeling spoilt, inspired and utterly relaxed.

Photos by Jason Stephenson from Studio Belle
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Located north of Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, Fraser Island is one of the 

most romantic places on earth. Nestled in a protected cove, Kingfisher Bay 

Resort has a variety of indoor and outdoor ceremony locations for you 

to choose from,including private beaches and rustic bush settings that are 

perfect for discerning couples. 

Also available is a range of casual and elegant dining options with fabulous 

photo backdrops that are perfect for a celebratory reception and beautiful 

wedding photos. 

The award-winning team at Kingfisher Bay Resort will take the stress out 

of wedding planning, priding itself on tailoring every wedding to reflect 

each couple’s personal style. This ensures you will enjoy a magical Fraser 

Island wedding experience and truly memorable celebration with the 

people you love.

ACCOMMODATION:  Kingfisher Bay Resort offers a range of 

accommodation options, from hotel rooms to self-contained villas and 

houses. With a plethora of resort activities and facilities to enjoy and a 

World Heritage-listed backyard to explore, you can enjoy relaxing 

with friends and family before, during and after your wedding.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Wedding car transfers • Ceremony venue • Civil Celebrant • Bride’s 

bouquet • Groom’s buttonhole • Hair and makeup for the bride

• Wedding coordinator • Three nights’ accommodation in your choice 

of room • Return ferry transfers • Buffet breakfast daily • One-hour spa 

massage for the bride and groom

PRICE: Starts from AUD 3,108 per couple in a resort hotel room 

(higher fees apply for different room categories). Offer is valid until 

20 December 2017.

CONDITIONS: Final package price depends on dates of stay and the 

type of accommodation selected. A minimum three night stays applies.

A: Fraser Coast, Australia 

T: 1800 828 997 

E: weddings_sales@kingfisherbay.com 

W: fraserislandweddings.com.au 

    /kingfisherbayresort      /kingfisherbay

AUSTRALIA

From white sand beaches to iconic Australian bushland, World Heritage-listed 

Fraser Island is an idyllic wedding destination for nature-loving couples.
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Oceanfront
Weddings

Everything for your special day in one beautiful location. 

Experience the unspoilt beachside setting of Salt Village, a wedding destination that has everything you need with 

the perfect reception venue surrounded by a variety of ceremony spaces including Salt Beach. 

Salt Bar Beachbar and Bistro provides a beautiful oceanfront reception setting that can accommodate groups from 

Salt Village also boasts a variety of dining options, large selection of accommodation including world-class beach resorts 

including Peppers Salt Resort and Spa and Mantra on Salt Beach, beauty, hair and spa services plus much more. 

Salt Village is also the prefect destination for other celebration events including hen�s and buck�s parties, 

engagements and honeymoons. 

Beautiful, simple, sophisticated, convenient and family-friendly, Salt Village is the destination for any wedding party 

and their guests to enjoy a break away from the everyday. 

Located only 15 minutes from Gold Coast Airport and 75 minutes from Brisbane.

functions@saltvillage.com.au

02 5602 2967

saltvillage.com.au
K I N G S C L I F F

Dine Shop Play Stay  Live



With its rich history and stunning pastoral surrounds, heritage-listed 

Jimbour House is without doubt one of Queensland’s most memorable 

wedding venues. The family homestead offers several unique reception 

venues that can be themed according to your heart’s desire, catering for 

all styles of wedding. Choose from the charming aero hangar, right through 

to a gorgeous silk-lined marquee set atop exquisite, sprawling lawns. 

Enjoy the wide variety of menus available, flexible beverage packages and 

award-winning service. A working airstrip also allows for small aircraft to 

fly straight in to Jimbour. 

Jimbour Homestead is all about telling personal love stories unique for 

every couple. The award-winning inhouse stylist and planner, Tanya Bensley 

from Sassaffair Events – voted WEOA’s Wedding Planner of the Year in 

2014, will work with you to think outside the square and turn your dream 

wedding into a reality.

ACCOMMODATION:  On-site accommodation is available for 

the bride and groom in the beautiful homestead, Jimbour House. We can 

arrange guest accommodation in nearby Dalby, which is only 25 kilometres 

from Jimbour House. Coaches are available to transport guests between 

Dalby and Jimbour.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Exclusive use of the venue 

• Options to suit your style and budget  

• Dedicated wedding planner/stylist to coordinate your wedding  

• Accommodation and transport for you and your guests

PRICE: Price on application. Offer is valid until 31 December 2017. 

CONDITIONS: For full terms and conditions please contact us.

AUSTRALIA

Your wedding is a milestone moment worthy of an unforgettable 

celebration in a majestic Australian setting.

A: 86 Jimbour Station Road, Jimbour, Queensland 

T: 0409 423 259

E: tanya@sassaffair.com 

W: jimbourevents.com.au 

    /jimbourweddings/
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The most special day of your life deserves an extra-special location. The natural beauty and elegance 
of Santai Retreat offers the intimacy for the perfect wedding location in Kingscliff. Santai Retreat sits 
on a beautiful stretch of beach on the northern New South Wales coastline and provides the perfect 

backdrop to create a unique wedding experience for you and your guests.

Relax and enjoy the perfect place to have your ceremony, reception and honeymoon of your dreams 
at Santai Retreat in Kingscliff.

WWW.SANTAIRETREAT.COM.AU

E: bookings@santairetreat.com.au  T: 1800 882 360 / +61 2 6670 5500
9 Dianella Drive, Casuarina Beach, Kingscliff, NSW 2487 



Noonaweena is a stunning 100-acre bush property nestled between 

the beaches of the Central Coast and the Hunter Valley hinterland, 

with exquisite views of Yengo National Park. The stylish five-star retreat 

immerses visitors in a world of natural beauty and serenity despite being 

only an hour’s drive from bustling Sydney. 

You’ll have exclusive use of the entire property so you can enjoy a 

laid-back wedding celebration with family and friends without feeling 

rushed to deadlines. This allows you to really savour the moment and take 

in the whole experience. Have your ceremony overlooking stunning Mt 

Yengo, followed by an intimate reception in the beautiful grounds. Our 

friendly team will go above and beyond in planning every intricate detail 

to suit your unique style and budget.

ACCOMMODATION:  The bride and groom can hire a single lodge 

or the entire property, which accommodates 32 people twin share. Each 

luxurious bedroom has its own private bathroom and all lodges have their 

own outdoor spa for private indulgence and relaxation.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Exclusive use of the property for a full weekend 

•  Ceremony set-up including chairs, isle carpet, two pedestals with flowers, 

or an arbour and signing table

•  Wedding cake of your choice to the value of AUD 500 from 

Project Cake (a 2015 NSW ABIA winner for wedding cake design)

•  Use of on-site furniture, tablecloths, crockery, cutlery, glassware, 

cookware and our commercial kitchen

•  Two night’s luxury accommodation for 32 guests twin share, 

including welcome gifts

• Full hot buffet breakfast on both mornings for 32 guests

• Buffet dinner on Friday evening for 32 guests

• Bridal Suite evening service with candles, sparkling wine and strawberries

• Late check-out at 3pm on Sunday afternoon for all 32 guests

PRICE: AUD 22,000. Offer is valid until 31 May 2017.

CONDITIONS: This Indulgence Package is our top of the range 

package, but we also offer a number of other packages to suit your budget.

A: Kulnura, New South Wales, Australia 

T: +612 4376 1290 

E: manager@noonaweena.com.au 

W: noonaweena.com.au 

    /Noonaweena     /noonaweena

AUSTRALIA

Translating to ‘resting place in the bush’, Noonaweena combines tranquility, stunning views 

and modern architecture to create an idyllic place for country-chic weddings.
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Located halfway between Sydney and Melbourne at the base of the high 

plains at Mt Beauty is Dreamers Spa Village. This spectacular wedding 

venue offers couples a gorgeous regional setting. Enjoy a garden ceremony 

beside Dreamers’ tranquil lagoon with imposing Mt Bogong (Australia’s 

second highest mountain) as the backdrop. Choose from three fabulous 

reception venues – a large Balinese garden pavilion that seats 90 but 

can have a marquee added for bigger groups; Snowbirds Lounge, with a 

sunken conservatory and stone log fire that is perfect for a more intimate 

setting; or the beautiful Penthouse for a classic dinner party reception.

ACCOMMODATION:  Dreamers Spa Village is comprised of individual 

Spa Chalets and spacious three-bedroom Eco-apartments. There’s also a 

secluded Honeymoon Spa Chalet with a private balcony spa overlooking 

the surrounding mountains, and a Dreamers Penthouse Apartment that 

is perfect for the bridal party to get ready in before the wedding. The 

Dreamers Penthouse Apartment is perfect for the bridal party to share a 

fun morning together getting ready for the wedding. 

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

•  Two nights’ accommodation for up to 42 guests 

(extra accommodation is available at a neighbouring property)

• Ceremony by the lagoon

• Pavilion hire for 90 seated guests

• Bar tab of AUD 1,000 (amount can be increased)

• Two-course meal plus hors d’oeuvres for 90 guests

• Reception and ceremony flowers

• Free wedding night accommodation for the bride & groom

PRICE: From AUD 19,100. Offer is valid until 23 December 2017.

CONDITIONS: Please contact us for more details.

A: 218 Kiewa Valley Highway, Mt Beauty, Victoria 

T: 03 5754 1222 

E: info@dreamersmtbeauty.com.au 

W: dreamersmtbeauty.com.au 

    /DreamersMtBeauty

AUSTRALIA

Offering a unique and beautiful rural setting for an exclusive wedding on a five-acre, 

eco-resort surrounded by Alpine mountains and picturesque country fields, 

Dreamers Spa Village truly is a hidden gem. 
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IN THAILAND

From its pristine beaches to lush 

rainforests, and magical mountains 

to luxurious resorts, it’s no surprise 

Thailand is a beloved spot for 

destination weddings. Combining 

opulence, relaxation and affordability, 

this scenic country invites you to 

discover a land where time slows and 

sultry, breathtaking sunsets bathe 

dramatic and diverse landscapes. 

Whether exploring the wealth of cultural and adventure 

activities or relaxing poolside with a delicious fruity 

cocktail, Thailand is a slice of paradise – making it a perfect 

destination for weddings. Your guests will be spoilt for 

choice when souvenir shopping and will love Thailand’s 

vibrant attractions, which lend themselves to wonderful 

pre- and post-wedding outings. Be seduced by the flavours 

of Thailand as you and your guests dine your way around 

the local areas, or experience a sense of barefoot luxury 

staying put at a glamorous beach resort. Whatever you 

decide to see or do, Thailand has it all.

MAKE IT LEGAL: As a couple you must spend at least 

three days in Bangkok getting relevant paperwork before 

making a visit to your country’s embassy in Thailand to 

complete declarations confirming your single status and 

eligibility to marry. The documents will be translated into 

Thai and taken to the Consular Affairs department – along 

with the originals and copies of your passports – where 

a consular official’s signature will be authenticated. The 

documents are then ready for submission to the district 

registrar who will register the marriage and issue a 

marriage certificate in Thai. If that sounds a little too 

complicated, a local wedding coordinator will be familiar 

with exactly what’s required and should be happy to help. 

Two Become One… 
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Phuket’s Most Exciting and Stylish Contemporary Resort – 

A culmination of a passion aimed to highlight the joy of life –  Deliciously 

comfortable i t  features sleek yet sensual minimal ist inter iors – 

A fashionable beach club, the ultimate in intimate seaside sophistication 

– Enormous swimming pools – Lushly landscaped tropical water 

gardens – Staff that continues to be the epitome of kindness and 

thoughtful unpretentious service that is so unique to Twinpalms 

Phuket Resort... and these are just some of the reasons to stay at the 

privately owned, passionately run Twinpalms Phuket Resort in Thailand.

www.twinpalms-phuket.com

t +66 (0) 76 316500, f +66 (0) 76 316599, e  book@twinpalms-phuket.com w  twinpalms-phuket.com

EXPERIENCE PHUKET AT ITS BEST



What type of couple would be attracted to 
your venue? Couples looking for an intimate 

ceremony with a stunning ocean backdrop, 

authentic and genuine service, and modern cuisine.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? Start with a delicious chilled 

beetroot soup with coconut cream before moving 

on to a delicate glazed pork belly and fresh tiger 

prawns on carrot puree with pickled carrots and 

citrus gastrique. Finish with a scrumptious green 

tea mousse crumble with Rossini ginger icecream.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Our menus 

provide a large selection of vegetarian and 

gluten-free options. Our Head Chef will work 

closely with you to ensure the perfect menu to 

complement your perfect day. 

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 
receptions? RockPool restaurant offers a variety 

of reception options including cocktail-style 

receptions, formal sit-down banquets, casual 

barbecues and buffets, and themed celebrations.

Can couples BYO wine? All our packages are 

flexible and negotiable and we are happy to 

discuss your BYO requirements.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 
Packages include your choice of menu, plus 

decorations and venue and equipment rental. 

We can also customise competitively priced 

beverage packages.

What type of packages do you offer? 
Western and Thai ceremony packages; Set menu, 

buffet and cocktail reception packages; and 

ceremony, dining and accommodation packages.

Do you have special areas for ceremonies? 
Various ceremony locations are available; our 

private beach, the expansive deck at RockPool 

restaurant, or an intimate ceremony “floating” 

above the infinity pool in your own private villa.

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? Due to consideration 

for our other guests at the residence, we ask that 

music and entertainment finishes by 12 midnight. 

What advice can you offer couples looking 
for their dream reception venue? Finding the 

perfect venue doesn’t just involve searching for 

a stunning location and amazing food. It’s also 

about finding a wedding team that is flexible and 

accommodating to your needs.

Kanda Residences Samui

LOCATION 

Choeng Beach – Chaweng Beach, 

Koh Samui

PHONE 
+66 77 234 500

FUNCTION ROOM 

RockPool beachfront restaurant

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
50 guests/80 guests

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
AUD 65-100 (food only)

HEAD CHEF 
Lucas Leonardi Varin

CEREMONY LOCATIONS 

Beach with a private cove, 

RockPool beachfront restaurant, 

Oceanfront Pool Villa

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | THAILAND
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Pullman Khao Lak Katiliya Resort & Villas is ideal for a beach wedding 

and honeymoon. Situated amid untouched rainforest and fringed by 

13 kilometres of pristine beach, the resort is a hidden paradise located 

less than 100 kilometres from Phuket International Airport. Enjoy the 

convenience of everything in one location, including a choice of stunning 

wedding locations, luxurious guest rooms, villas with their own private 

garden and pool, a luxurious spa, superb cuisine, and a professional 

wedding consultant.

Pullman Khao Lak Katiliya Resort & Villas offer a once-in-a-lifetime venue 

for your wedding. Our dedicated wedding planners are trained to create 

the experience you dream of, making everlasting memories of your most 

important day.

ACCOMMODATION:  The resort comprises 320 rooms and villas, 

six pools – including a family pool with waterslides, plus extensive 

sporting activities.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Beachfront ceremony venue 

• Master of Ceremony 

• Floral arch and podium decorations 

• Floral arrangement  

• Flower petals along the aisle 

• Flower petal shower 

• Bride’s bouquet 

• Groom’s corsage 

• Bottle of bubbles for wedding toast 

• Honeymoon room set-up 

• Professional makeup and hair stylist for couple 

• Professional photographer plus CD of 100 digital photos  

• 60-minute aromatic Swedish massage for couple 

• Private romantic dinner for couple

PRICE: Starts from AUD 4,700. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: Offer is available for wedding parties of 2 up to 100 people.

A: 9/9 Moo 1, Tambol Kuk Kak, Amphur Takua PA, Phang Nga, Thailand 

T: +66 76 427 500 

E: reservations@pullmankhaolak.com 

W: pullmankhaolak.com

THAILAND

Inherently beautiful and romantic, this resort offers a tranquil and hidden escape for a memorable 

wedding day or a honeymoon where you can just check in and chill out.
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The Tongsai Bay

LOCATION 

84 Moo 5, Bo Phut, Ko Samui, Thailand

PHONE 
+66 077 245 480

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

1

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
55 guests in Po-Lad Bistro / 80 guests 

in Chef Chom’s Thai Restaurant

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
THB 2,000

HEAD CHEF 
Mr Thanawut Chaiwanwut 

(Senior Executive Sous Chef)

CEREMONY LOCATIONS AVAILABLE 

2

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | THAILAND

What type of couple would be attracted to 
your venue? A couple who loves nature as we 

are an eco-friendly resort.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? All the dishes in the BBQ 

buffet at our beach restaurant, Po-Lad Beach 

Bistro are very popular.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes, we can 

arrange vegetarian dishes on request.

Do you offer both sit-down and 
cocktail-style receptions? Yes. Most couples 

opt to have a cocktail-style or sit-down function 

on the beach.

Can couples BYO wine? We allow up to 

12 bottles of wine, and corkage is charged at 

THB 800 net per bottle.

What exactly does the cost per head 
cover? A buffet meal plus drinks.

What type of packages do you offer? 
We have two packages; “Just Married” for 

groups of nine guests or less, and “Married 

Amongst Family & Friends” for groups of 

10 guests or more.

Do you have a special area for ceremonies? 
The beach is popular for western weddings but 

we also offer an indoor space for authentic Thai 

weddings, as well as a courtyard for ceremonies 

at Chef Chom’s Thai Restaurant on the hill.

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? Dinner can be served 

no later than 10pm. Reception music needs to 

be turned down by 11pm and stop completely 

by midnight, but after that time, we’ll play soft, 

chill-out music.
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Situated on 100-acres of tropical surrounds, with direct access to 

900-metres of unspoiled beach, the Pimalai Resort & Spa – featured in 

The Independent’s (UK) list of 50 best wedding destinations in the world 

– is an ideal venue for a romantic wedding, honeymoon or vow renewal. 

Wed on the beach in a beautifully decorated hut, with sweeping views of 

beautiful Kantiang Beach.

The resort’s professional wedding team can create tailormade celebrations 

for wedding parties of up to 80 guests, offering a fantastic range of 

delicious Western and Thai meals, as well as BYO wine options for an 

additional cost.

ACCOMMODATION:  Located on the south-west coast of Lanta 

Island, 70 kilometres from Krabi International Airport, the Pimalai Resort 

& Spa is comprised of 121 deluxe rooms, suites and villas featuring 

contemporary Thai design. Each is exquisitely appointed with polished 

wooden floors, bamboo blinds and dark wood furniture – exuding 

modern serenity and exotic luxury.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Krabi monks for a Buddhist ceremony or celebrant for a Christian ceremony  

• Bride’s bouquet 

• Groom’s corsage 

• Floral decoration of ceremony hut and archway  

• Flower petals for ceremony aisle  

• Bottle of sparkling wine for toasting 

• Wedding cake 

• Floral decorations for your bed  

• Three-course, a la carte dinner at Seven Seas restaurant (bridal couple only) 

• Souvenir picture in a Thai silk frame 

• Two-hour ‘Koo Rak’ pampering massage at Pimalai Spa

PRICE: THB 75,000. Offer is valid until 31 October 2017.

CONDITIONS: Price is subject to a 10% service charge and 7% 

government tax. For full terms and conditions, please contact us.

A: 99, Moo 5, Ba Kan Tiang Beach, Koh Lanta, Krabi, Thailand 

T: +667 560 7999 

E: reservation@pimalai.com 

W: pimalai.com

Surrounded by endless ocean, lush forest and beautiful hills, Pimalai Resort & Spa is the perfect 

tropical paradise for a Robinson Crusoe-style dream wedding in five-star luxury.

THAILAND
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A: 178 Moo 1 Bophut beach, Koh Samui Suratthani Thailand 84320  

T: +66 77 430 300

E: wedding@peaceresort.com

W: peaceresort.com

    /peaceresort      /peace_resort

ACCOMMODATION AND LOCATION: Peace Resort comprises 

122 rooms suitable for all ages, harmoniously blending abundant space 

and privacy with nature. Sublime, serene and peaceful, rooms surrounded 

by nature abounds in a botanical haven, wreathed with birdsong and 

filled with wild fruit, herb gardens and local tree species. Peace Resort’s 

contemporary Thai architecture will allow you to relax and refresh your 

senses, both visually and physically, with a soft modern color palette.

WEDDINGS/HONEYMOON: The tranquility of the resort’s beachfront 

is not only perfect for a wedding ceremony, but also an ideal getaway for 

a blissful Koh Samui honeymoon. Honeymooners will certainly have a 

pleasurable experience as they walk hand in hand along the white sandy 

beach, then onto a romantic candlelight dinner at one of our private cabanas.

WEDDING/HONEYMOON PACKAGE INCLUSIONS:  

• Full planning organization and wedding consultation

• Full tropical flower decoration set up at our private beach

• Celebrant to conduct the ceremony

• Fresh floral bouquet for the bride

• Fresh floral corsage for the groom

• Floral ring holder 

• Seating arrangements

• A bottle of sparkling wine

• Wedding cake

• Wedding certificates from the hotel

• Love tree planting at the hotel

• Complimentary private round trip airport transfer

• Complimentary floating lantern

• Aroma Massage

• Honeymoon decoration in the room

• Complimentary private dining by the sea for wedding couple

• Free room upgrade (subject to room availability)

PRICE: 2000++ USD

PACKAGE CONDITIONS: Valid until 31 December 2017. 

For full terms and conditions, please contact the resort directly.

THAILAND

Imagine your dream wedding at the delightful Peace Resort on Koh Samui’s northern shores. 

Our wedding team will help create a memorable wedding in a stunning beach side setting.

P E A C E
R E S O R T  S A M U I
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Say ‘I do’ 
and celebrate in 
style at Centara

It�s the little touches that create a truly memorable wedding. The perfect bridal 

BOOK DIRECT FOR OUR BEST PRICE PROMISE

centarahotelsresorts.com/weddings/ 



We wanted a low-key and relaxed atmosphere 

in a beautiful outdoor location rather than a 

big white wedding, which is why we opted for a 

destination wedding. Make sure you choose a 

venue with a good wedding coordinator – ours was 

fabulous and made everything so easy, ensuring it 

was totally stress-free right from the start.

Passion in Phuket
TAMMY & SCOTT

After a gorgeous ceremony on Karon Beach 

in Phuket, this English couple had a stylish  

reception in Luna Bar at the Centara Grand 

Beach Resort on 30th March 2016, with 

14 close friends and family.  

Photos by Centara Grand Beach Resort, Phuket
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Why the Centara Grand Beach Resort?  

”It offered beautiful styling options for a wedding, 

was reasonably priced, and was accessible for our 

family and friends. Everything was amazing and 

Phuket itself was relaxed and magical. 

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“We had a sand ceremony where we combined 

sand from two glasses after saying our vows.”

The Menu 

”Our delicious three-course meal consisted of 

crab salad and curried cauliflower soup, red  

snapper, and profiteroles and wedding cake.

The Accommodation 

“The accommodation was divine and had  

incredible views of the sea. Staff were extremely 

helpful and accommodating, and the food in the 

resort restaurants was completely out of  

this world.” 

Superior Service 

“Our wedding coordinator, Sinipa met with us 

before the ceremony to show us around the 

venue and ensure all of our needs were met. Our 

beach ceremony was scheduled for 5pm but as 

it got closer to the time we were concerned it 

would be too hot to have in the sun. Without 

hesitation Sinipa coordinated to push everything 

back for us so we could have our ceremony at 

6pm instead. This was wonderful as it was much 

cooler then and we also got to capture the  

gorgeous sunset in our wedding photographs.”

Advice for Brides 

Don’t leave home without... the rings!

centarahotelsresorts.com/centaragrand/cpbr/
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Silavadee Pool Spa Resort

LOCATION 

208/66 Moo 4 Maret, Lamai Beach, 

Maret, Koh Samui, Thailand

PHONE 
+66 77 960 555

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

3 restaurants

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
60 people

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
THB 1,300-3,500

HEAD CHEF 
Chef Vicky

CEREMONY LOCATIONS AVAILABLE 

Three 

(beach, deck and Pool Villa)

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | THAILAND

What type of couple would be attracted to 
your venue? Couples seeking an intimate resort 

that is a great wedding venue and honeymoon 

location or somewhere to renew their vows.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? We’re renowned for our 

modern Thai cuisine, especially our Tom Yam 

Goong (spicy prawn soup). Other favourites 

include our chocolate lava cake.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes. We have 

an extensive vegetarian menu, offering both 

Thai-style and western dishes.

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 
receptions? Yes. We can cater for both sit-down 

and cocktail-style receptions. Our popular Star Bar 

is the perfect venue for either type of reception.

Can couples BYO wine? Couples can BYO 

wine, however we do charge a service fee.

What exactly does the cost per head 
cover? It includes a reception meal, however 

the cost per head will vary depending on the 

package selected.

What type of packages do you offer? 
We offer great value wedding, honeymoon and 

spa packages.

Do you have a special area for ceremonies? 
Our sun deck, which is suitable for smaller groups 

of up to 30 people, is partially covered so it is the 

perfect choice in the event of light rain.

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? We request a finishing 

time of between 11pm and midnight.

What advice can you offer couples 
looking for their dream reception venue? 
Look for somewhere special and intimate. At 

Silavadee Pool Spa Resort we offer a beautiful, 

private beach that is dubbed the “secret beach” 

by locals.
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Koh Samui has always been a favourite holiday 

destination for us, and as we were merging our 

Thai and Australian families we figured it was an 

ideal location to have our wedding. It was the first 

time many of our guests had been to Thailand and 

they all still talk about how beautiful it is.

Kudos in Koh Samui
TAO & MARK

This Sydney couple said “I do” in front 

of 50 loved ones at Koh Samui’s beautiful 

Nora Buri Resort and Spa. Joined by 

50 family members and friends from 

Thailand, Sydney, London and Holland, Tao 

and Mark celebrated their love with a 

fun-filled coastal reception.

Photos by Koh Samui Photography
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Why the Nora Buri Resort and Spa? 

“Mark did a lot of research prior to us deciding 

on the resort. Reading fabulous online reviews 

and communicating with the resort’s wedding 

planner gave us the confidence we needed. 

The venue itself is romantic and private and our 

guests felt really relaxed from the moment  

they arrived.”

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“All our guests participated in a traditional Thai 

activity that involved lighting fire lanterns and 

releasing them into the sky at the end of the 

evening. The lanterns looked absolutely beautiful 

against the beach backdrop at Koh Samui, and I’ll 

always remember it as one of the more  

special moments.” 

The Music 

“One of Mark’s best friends, Jamie Martens, 

played guitar and sang songs during our 

ceremony. A live band played at the reception 

and everyone danced the night away.” 

The Menu 

“We choose a buffet to ensure everyone could 

find something they like. The food was fabulous 

and the fresh fish was really popular.”

Best Photo Locations 

“The secluded beach at the resort was a perfect 

backdrop for most of our photos, especially at 

sunset. It was wonderful that we didn’t have to 

travel far for photos as that meant we had more 

time to spend with our guests.”

The Accommodation 

“Being able to wake up in our beachfront suite 

and see a stunning view of the ocean lying just 

beyond our private infinity pool felt like heaven.” 

Superior Service 

“At one stage I saw our wedding planner, 

Michelle Suwannasri helping my elderly father 

up some stairs. Although she was busy, she 

understood who this day was for and went 

out of her way to ensure everyone was 

taken care of. This small but sweet gesture 

demonstrated her genuine care and attention. 

Everyone commented on how well run the 

event was and how nothing was too much 

trouble for any of the staff.”

Advice for Brides 

“A wedding planner who has good reviews is 

the key to a successful event. When you’re so far 

away and planning such a big event, you need to 

trust who you’re going to work with. I have no 

doubt that without our wedding planner, 

Michelle, our wedding wouldn’t have been as 

special as it was. She always kept us informed and 

gave us as much control over the event as we 

wanted (though we were happy to let her make 

a lot of the decisions). You just can’t underestimate 

the value of a good wedding planner.”

tourismthailand.org/au
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IN THE
PACIFIC ISLANDS
With the romantic 

atmosphere, dreamy island 

vibe and mesmerising 

backdrops, it’s no wonder 

couples flock to the gorgeous 

Pacific Islands.

COOK ISLANDS
With 15 islands making up the beautiful Cook 

Islands, there’s plenty on offer – but no matter 

where you go, you won’t be sacrificing that 

divine “island time”. 

MAKE IT LEGAL: When you arrive, 

you’ll need to apply in person to the Registrar 

of Marriages in the Cook Islands, allowing a 

minimum of three days for your application 

to be processed. Take your passport when 

completing a Notice of Intended Marriage at 

the Registrar’s office in Avarua, and ensure 

you have a copy of the Decree Nisi (divorce 

documents) if you are divorced. The legal age 

of consent in the Cook Islands is 20; if you’re 

younger than that, make sure you have your 

parent’s written approval.

FIJI
A world of natural wonders and hospitable 

natives awaits you in Fiji – just two reasons 

why plenty of couples visit these sun-filled 

shores year in, year out. Choose a five-star 

resort for your wedding party or exclusively 

hire an island, and say your vows at night 

under twinkling stars on a dreamy,  

moon-kissed night. Pretty romantic huh?

MAKE IT LEGAL: You’ll need to take 

your original birth certificates, valid passports, 

and divorce papers or death certificates (if 

applicable) to a marriage registry or district 

office in Fiji at least two weeks before your 

wedding for verification purposes. You can 

apply for the actual marriage licence at the 

same office at least three working days before 

your wedding. Couples from Japan must 

produce the koseki shouhon to certify their 

personal details.

Two Become One… 

VANUATU
This enchanting tropical paradise is a myriad 

of islands dotted throughout the clear, warm 

waters of the Pacific Ocean. Divine beaches 

and emerald-green rainforests paired with 

world-class resorts make Vanuatu an ideal 

locale for a laid-back destination wedding.

MAKE IT LEGAL: Contact a wedding 

organiser who can provide you with a 

marriage application form. Lodge your 

completed application with the Vanuatu 

government 28 days prior to your wedding, but 

ensure you’re in the country at least three days 

before the big day. You’ll need to show your 

passports and arrange two witnesses.

HAWAII
Hawaii’s postcard-perfect beaches with 

glistening sand, swaying palm trees and 

aquamarine waters will make you feel like 

you’ve arrived in heaven. Chanelling America’s 

luxe vibe with the laid-back spirit of island life, 

Hawaii offers the best of both worlds.

MAKE IT LEGAL: Regardless of what 

travel visa you have, you can get married 

in Hawaii – but you’ll need passports to 

prove your identity. You’ll need to apply 

for a marriage licence through the Hawaii 

Department of Health prior to your wedding. 

If you’re aged under 19, you’ll also need a 

birth certificate and photo ID to prove you can 

legally wed. If you’ve been divorced for less 

than two months, be sure to take your divorce 

papers with you.

TAHITI
With 118 islands to choose from, Tahiti offers 

loads of options for a tranquil and luxurious 

escape. From colourful coral reefs to stunning 

palm-fringed beaches, idyllic aquamarine 

lagoons and lush emerald peaks, you’ll be 

spoilt for choice when finding the perfect 

backdrop for saying “I do”.

MAKE IT LEGAL : Legally marrying in 

Tahiti is a lengthy process, so you’ll need to 

set aside three to five months to prepare all 

the documentation. You must be at least 18 

years old, unmarried, and not a national or 

resident of France, plus have two witnesses to 

accompany you. You’ll also need to submit the 

following documents to the Mayor’s office in 

the commune where you’re getting married,  

at least 45 days prior to the ceremony:

•  Completed Marriage of Foreign Citizens in 

French Polynesia application

•  Letter signed and dated by both of you, 

addressed to the Mayor of the commune 

chosen for your ceremony

• Copy of both passports

•  Certified copy of both birth certificates, 

authenticated with an  Apostille, translated 

into French by an approved translator 

(available on the consulate’s website) and 

legalised by the French Consulate

•  Certificate of Non-Marital Status, signed by a 

lawyer, translated into French and legalised 

by the French Consulate

•  Proof of residency for both of you

On your wedding day, the Mayor will perform 

your ceremony in the presence of your two 

witnesses, hand you your marriage  

certificate – and you’re all done!

SAMOA
When you think of the Pacific Islands beaches 

mainly spring to mind, right? Samoa not only 

boasts some of the world’s most beautiful 

beaches, it also offers plenty of breathtaking 

rainforest, mountain and valley views and 

nature trails. It’s a slow-paced island hideaway 

that’ll leave you and your guests ultra-relaxed 

and totally blissed out.

MAKE IT LEGAL: At least 14 days before 

arriving in Samoa, fax a completed Intent 

to Marry form, along with copies of your 

birth certificates and passports (plus divorce 

documents or a spouse’s death certificate if 

relevant) to the Ministry of Justice in Apia. 

You’ll need to make sure you’re in Samoa at 

least a few days before your wedding, and be 

prepared to pay a nominal fee to the  

Ministry of Justice.
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T: +1808 924 6543 

W : aquaresorts.com

HAWAII

A destination wedding location that offers maximum fun in the sun 

before, during and after your big day.

Planning a destination wedding to Hawaii should be fun and stress free.

The Aqua-Aston “No commitments” program is guaranteed to relieve your 

planning pressures, with loads of program benefits you can say “yes!” to. 

With such a wide range of stylish and affordable Aqua Hotels & Resorts 

you’re guaranteed to discover accommodation that is just perfect for you. 

Plus, loads of value-added amenities ensure a memorable stay in Hawaii 

for you and your guests during this significant milestone in your life.

ACCOMMODATION:  Aqua Hotels & Resorts are scattered throughout 

Hawaii in Waikiki and on the islands of Oahu and Kauai, close to iconic 

beaches, world-class shopping and entertainment precincts.

From comfortable hotel rooms with stunning views, through to spacious 

serviced apartments with full kitchens and separate living areas, you’ll find 

the perfect option to suit your individual style and budget. Each hotel, 

apartment and resort offers excellent amenities and free extras such as 

the use of beach chairs and beach towels, and daily shuttle bus 

services around town.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Discounted group room rates 

• “No commitments” program 

•  No contracts – other than a standard cancellation policy, you aren’t 

bound by any contracts

•  No minimums – whether you want 5 rooms or 50 rooms, 

we’ll help you find something perfect for your wedding party

• No hassles – your guests can book their own accommodation 24/7

Contact us today to discuss your specific needs and we’ll help you find 

perfect accommodation that you can afford.
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Dreaming of a romantic island wedding with friendly Polynesian hospitality and 

the sweet smell of frangipani in the air? Say �I do� at one of the most romantic 

places on earth. With a range of superb accommodation options and great 

wedding packages to suit all budgets, The Edgewater Resort & Spa is the 

perfect place to celebrate your romantic destination wedding - from intimate 

ceremonies with close family and friends to large scale events and lively 

receptions. Whatever you�re looking for, Edgewater�s team of event 

 will ensure your Cook Islands wedding is enjoyable and stress-free.

� Beachside weddings on the sunset side of the island

� Honeymooners receive free room upgrade, fruit basket

and a bottle of sparkling wine

*FREE Tipani Wedding Package if you book 5 rooms in

any room category for 5 paid nights per room or book 5 

nights or more in any room category and receive 50% off 

the Tipani Wedding package.

Quote ‘ALL INCLUSIVE’ for more information: email weddings@edgewater.co.ck, or contact your travel professional.

discover the romance

of the cook islands

       www.facebook.com/edgewaterresortandspa

www.edgewater.co.ck

ALL-INCLUSIVE 5 NIGHT WEDDING PACKAGE

OUR ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING PACKAGE FEATURES:

CEREMONY:

� The ervices of your ersonal Wedding & Reception Planner

� Tropical lower ouquet for the ride

� Tropical looms for the ride�s air

� Tropical eck garland (Neck Ei) or uttonhole for the room

� Decorated eachside rchway

� Chauffeur transfer on wedding buggy for ride to eremony

� Stereo system to play music of choice

� Transfers to and from registry office to process the arriage icense

� Marriage License & Certificate

� Services of a Celebrant or Minister

� Ceremonial lanting of the �Uto� (baby coconut palm)

� Complimentary ottle of ubbly to elebrate

� Wedding ift from The Edgewater

� Copy of your ersonal edding ows

� Room urndown ervice on your edding ight with resh

� His & Hers Island Pareus

RECEPTION:

� Mouth-watering Island BBQ uffet enu for 30 close family and friends

� 3-Hour everage ackage for 30 close family and friends (includes

standard wines, beers, soft drinks, fruit juice & water)

� One-tier edding ake

� Fully ecorated edding eception enue

BRIDE & GROOM�S ACCOMMODATION:

� 5 Nights in a Beachfront Deluxe Suite @ The Edgewater Resort & Spa

� Return airport-resort transfers for the ride & room

� Includes elcome ropical ruits + DAILY TROPICAL BREAKFAST +

EXTENSIVE COMPLIMENTARY ACTIVITIES such as snorkeling, tennis

and much more

� A is & ers 30min Aromatherapy assage or a icnic amper for

two (your choice)

THE TIPANI WEDDING PACKAGE - FROM NZD$1499

FROM NZ$6299 for 30 people

tropical flowers



Rumours specialise in small intimate weddings rather than larger family 

weddings. Couples come here to get married because they want a 

beautiful tropical island setting that is personal, romantic and private for 

the most important day of their lives.

Situated in an enviable beachfront location on one of Raratonga’s loveliest white 

sand beaches, Rumours is a luxury resort for true romantics. With a plethora 

of gorgeous settings for a fabulous wedding you can have your ceremony 

or reception in a courtyard with waterfalls, rocks, gardens and a pool as the 

backdrop, inside your own chic villa, or on the beach in front of your villa. 

Our wedding coordinator takes pride in delivering personalised and stylish 

weddings. With an emphasis on flexibility, we’re happy to tailor a package 

to create your dream wedding.

ACCOMMODATION:  Rumours comprises seven luxury villas; two 

Beachside Villas, four Beachfront Villas, and one Platinum Beachfront Villa. 

Watch the gentle flowing waterfall cascade off huge rocks into your 

private pool during the day, or cosy up in the bubbling spa and enjoy the 

stars at night. Each villa has a king size four-poster bed, two bathrooms, 

a full-kitchen and sophisticated marble finishes throughout. Breakfast is 

delivered to your villa daily, and you can also enjoy the convenience of 

in-villa dining if you choose.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Professional wedding coordinator • Marriage licence and application 

• Return transfers to marriage registry office • Marriage celebrant or 

minister • Rustic bamboo arch draped with white organza curtain and 

coloured bows, or a traditional arch decorated with tropical flowers 

• Tiki torch decorations for beach ceremony • Signing table garlanded 

with white linen • Bride’s tropical bouquet • Groom’s buttonhole 

• IPod for background music of your choice

PRICE: Starts from NZ 1,800. Offer is valid until 31 December 2017.

CONDITIONS: All our wedding packages require a minimum three 

night stay. When booking, quote code ‘GDW2016’ to receive a 10% discount.

A: Rarotonga, Cook Islands 

T: +682 22551 

E: info@rumours-rarotonga.com 

W: rumours-rarotonga.com 

    /rumoursrarotonga      /RumoursRomance

COOK ISLANDS

This award-winning, adults-only property provides all you need for a relaxing 

and stylish wedding and honeymoon on a scenic tropical island. 

Photos by Nathalie Ponga (nathalie@oyster.net.ck)
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The Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa

LOCATION 

Aroa Beach, Rarotonga, Cook Islands

PHONE 
+682 25800

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

Four 

(Te Vaka Room, Treetops Verandah Room, 

Blue Lagoon Marquee, and Latitude 21-30 

private nightclub)

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
 Maximum 200 guests

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
 NZD 89-155 

HEAD CHEF 
Tua Manea

CEREMONY LOCATIONS AVAILABLE 

Yes

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | COOK ISLANDS

What type of couple would be attracted 
to your venue? Any couple wanting a wildly 

romantic sunset wedding on a gorgeous white 

sand beach right beside the “Lagoon of Love” 

in the South Pacific.

What are some of your most popular dining 
options? Couples enjoy the private, candlelit 

beach dining experience, which includes a 

delectable four-course menu served by their own 

personal waiter. For larger groups, we offer a 

delicious Island BBQ, banquet and set menus.

Do you cater for vegetarians? We cater to 

a wide range of dietary requirements including 

vegetarian, gluten-free, dairy-free, nut-free, 

soy-free, vegan and raw vegan.

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 
receptions? Yes we do. You can have stand-up, 

pre-dinner cocktails and canapés in our Blue 

Lagoon Marquee at sunset, followed by a sit-down 

reception in the Treetops Verandah Room.

Can couples BYO wine? No, because we’re a 

fully licensed resort.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 
It includes a buffet dinner and three-hour 

beverage package for 30 guests. Extra guests 

can be added for NZD 155 per person.

What type of packages do you offer? 
Our Dreamtime Aruru All-Inclusive Wedding 

Package is the most popular. It includes five nights 

for the bride and groom in a beachfront suite 

(with transfers and breakfast), reception venue 

hire, a buffet dinner and three-hour beverage 

package for 30 guests, wedding cake, plus use of 

our private nightclub – all for NZD 5,999.

Do you have a special area for ceremonies? 
We offer many beautiful ceremony locations; 

beside the Aroa Lagoon (Lagoon of Love), under 

the Aroa Beach Gazebo, Tropical Garden Gazebo 

or Love Tree, and also at Sanctuary Rarotonga-on 

the Beach (our adjacent adults-only resort).

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? While the island has a 

general noise curfew of 10pm, at The Rarotongan 

we offer a unique, private nightclub (Latitude 

21-30) where you can party with your wedding 

guests until the wee hours of the morning.
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Located on the Suncoast of Fiji’s main island, Viti Levu, Wananavu Beach 

Resort is an idyllic four-star resort with 34 deluxe bures. Voted one of 

Fiji’s “Top 10 resorts” by TripAdvisor in 2014, 2015 and 2016, it’s no wonder 

Wananavu is renowned as one of the world’s most romantic locations.  

Wananavu offers an island paradise experience with mainland convenience, 

as a two-and-a-quarter hour scenic drive from the mainland leads you to 

this exotic paradise that feels worlds away. 

From a simple, elegant ceremony to a spectacular traditional Fijian event, 

the choices for your wedding are endless. Every wedding is a unique experience, 

and the team at Wananavu Beach Resort are happy to tailor your dream 

wedding package to reflect your needs and taste. 

ACCOMMODATION:  Wananavu Beach Resort offers a variety of 

accommodation types, from Garden View, Ocean View and Beachfront 

Bures to Honeymoon Bures with their own glamorous plunge pools. 

The lush tropical gardens offer time out in nature or you can spend your 

afternoons snorkelling, kayaking or languishing in hammocks on the pristine 

beachfront while listening to the sound of the ocean lapping at the shore.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Wedding coordinator • Ceremony set-up and decorations 

• Coordination of wedding license • Minister or Celebrant • Tropical 

floral arrangements • Bride’s bouquet • Groom’s buttonhole • Fijian 

serenaders • Five nights’ accommodation in a Beachfront Bure for the 

bride and groom • Cooked breakfast daily • Welcome bottle of sparkling 

wine • Three-course set menu dinner or buffet for 20 adults • Return 

airport transfers

PRICE: FJD 4,510 (includes 25% government tax). Offer is valid until 

31 August 2017.

CONDITIONS: A 20% non-refundable deposit is required when your 

booking. is confirmed. Additional guest accommodation is available at FJD 

60 per adult. Child rates are available on request. Other conditions apply.

A: Suncoast, Fiji 

T: +679 669 4433 

E: weddings@wananavu.com 

W: wananavu.com 

    /wananavu-beach-resort

FIJI

For a heavenly wedding and honeymoon, escape to an untouched paradise of pristine beaches, 

crystal clear water and world-renowned diving at this award-winning resort in Fiji.
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A: Plantation Island, Fiji 

T: +67 9672 2444 

E: weddings@plantationisland.com 

W: plantationisland.com 

    /plantationisland

FIJI

Immersed in 23 acres of lush, tropical landscaped gardens with coconut palms, 

fringed by kilometres of white sand and a sheltered lagoon, Plantation Island Resort 

specialises in romantic island weddings.

Get married on on a private sandbar in the ocean surrounded by crystal 

clear blue water, or have a beach wedding in true Fijian-style, accompanied 

by the blowing of conch shells and Fijian warriors escorting you atop a 

traditional ceremonial chair fit for a queen. 

As your wedding is a once-in-a-lifetime occasion, our friendly and 

experienced wedding coordinators will take care of all the little details so 

you can just relax and enjoy your special day in paradise.

ACCOMMODATION:  Located on Malolo Lailai Island, in the beautiful 

Mamanuca group of islands, Plantation Island Resort is a 50-minute 

direct Malolo Cat ferry ride from Denarau Marina. It offers a full range 

of accommodation options including Beachfront Bures, two-bedroom 

Garden Bures, one-bedroom Garden Terrace Rooms, Studio Garden 

Bures and Poolside Rooms. With so many different options, there really is 

something for everyone.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Personal wedding coordinator 

• On-site wedding license registration 

• Marriage celebrant 

• Sandbank or beachside ceremony venue  

• Tropical flower arrangements 

• Bride’s bouquet and groom’s buttonhole 

• Fijian warrior escort for bride 

• Champagne toast for bride & groom 

• Private reception venue 

• Wedding cake 

• Buffet dinner and three-hour beverage package for 30 people 

• Four nights’ accommodation in a one-bedroom Garden Terrace  

• One candlelit Champagne dinner for bride & groom

PRICE: From AUD 3,972. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: This pricing is based on 30 guests.
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We chose Fiji because it’s a friendly and 

relaxing destination that we’ve always loved, and we 

didn’t particularly want a big overpriced wedding in 

Australia. Our guests were really excited about a 

destination wedding, so I’d definitely recommend doing 

it! Be sure to enlist a wedding planner as it takes away 

all the stress. And remember, although everyone is on 

Fiji time, that’s ok – everything will get done!

Forever in Fiji
AMELIA & LUKE

Why the Plantation Island Resort? 

“The Plantation Island Resort is very family-friendly which was especially 

suitable for us. Plus, there are loads of great accommodation and 

food options. Absolutely everything is wonderful about Fiji... the 

people, the weather, the scenery, oh and the local beer, Fiji Bitter.”

Wedding Styling 

“We kept it simple with turquoise table runners and chair sashes.”

The Music 

“DJ Jefeca played some great tunes that had everyone up dancing.”

Best Photo Locations 

“There’s a lovely pier that we had photos taken on, as well as 

stunning gardens and of course, the beautiful beach.”

Superior Service  

“We had a wonderful wedding coordinator, Mandi. She and 

Plantation’s staff member, Seta were very helpful and always there 

when we needed them – only ever a phone call away. Our guests 

commented on how friendly the staff at Plantation were and 

thought the resort babysitters were really fantastic with kids.” 

Special Memory 

“I will never forget the amazing red sunset, it was just so magnetic.”

Advice for Brides 

Don’t leave home without... suncream.

plantationisland.com

In an intimate beach ceremony with 21 friends 

and family members, this Australian couple 

said “I do” by the water before partying the night 

away at dreamy Plantation Island Resort 

on 1st September 2015.

Photos by Cheer Photography, Fiji

greatdestinationweddings.com.au        137



Just me.
Just you.

...and this view!

to book or for further information

www.yasawa.com

reservations@yasawa.com.fj

phone 679-672-2266

For the perfect getaway 
with the one you love, 
plan your island escape 
to Fiji.  

Yasawa Island Resort 
offers couples the most 
idyllic, romantic and 
serene piece of paradise 
to spend time enjoying 
each other’s company 
in a stunning setting 
with all inclusive meals, 
non-alcoholic beverages, 
most activities (excluding 
scuba diving, game 
fishing & spa).  

A honeymoon, vow 
renewal or long overdue 
getaway at Yasawa is 
yours to create – and 
we are here to make it 
as personal, unique or 
elaborate as you are!

Includes: all meals, non-alcoholic beverages, all activities, trips and tours (except scuba diving, fishing and spa),

Stay 7 nights,

only pay

for 5
 

BLACKOUT DATES APPLY!

Not valid with any other

specials except the

Ultim
ate Spa Bonus 

All the ideas and inspiration you need to guide you 
to your perfect destination wedding location!

Visit www.greatdestinationweddings.com.au to enjoy:
• Brand new easy to use directory function, find locations exactly where you 

are considering • More Real Life Wedding stories • Planning Guides
And so much more ...

Image by Helene Harvard Photography

www.greatdestinationweddings.com.au



What type of couple would be attracted 

to your venue? Couples who want a 

barefoot, beachside wedding in a spectacular, 

secluded location. 

What are some of your most popular and 

delicious dishes? Seafood is our specialty, 

including freshly caught reef fish, lobster and 

crab. Traditional Fijian cuisine cooked in our 

earth oven is also very popular with guests.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes. We can 

also cater for those with food allergies and other 

dietary requirements.

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 

receptions? We can accommodate all types of 

receptions, from sit-down meals and beachside 

or poolside cocktail parties, through to barbecues, 

buffets and traditional Fijian lovos.

Can couples BYO wine? While we don’t offer 

BYO, if a client has a special request for a particular 

wine we are happy to order it in for them.

What type of packages do you offer? 

Stay at the resort for six nights or more and 

you’ll receive your wedding or vow renewal 

package for free.

Do you have special areas for ceremonies? 

Ceremonies are usually held on the spectacular 

beachfront, however there are also beautiful pool 

areas and tropical garden settings available.  

For evening receptions, do you request an 

official finishing time? There is no specific 

finishing time as it’s important to us that you 

enjoy your celebration without worrying about 

watching the clock.

What advice can you offer couples looking 

for their dream reception venue? Elope for 

an intimate ceremony or reserve an entire resort 

for your friends and loved ones. Exchange your 

vows on the sand of a deserted beach with a tropical 

sunset backdrop or under the twinkling southern 

stars. Invite the choir from nearby Bukama Village, 

choose traditional decorations and tropical flowers, 

or summon a guard of Fijian warriors to give 

your wedding an authentic Fijian touch.

For more information visit yasawa.com

Yasawa Island Resort & Spa

LOCATION 

Yasawa Islands, Fiji

PHONE 

+679 666 3364

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

Unlimited outdoor locations, 

alfresco dining and pool area

RESORT CAPACITY 

 38 people on a twin share basis

PRICE 

 From FJD 2,162 per night

INCLUDES 

 Accommodation, meals, non-alcoholic 

beverages and activities 

HEAD CHEF 

 Talala Topou

CEREMONY LOCATIONS 

Beachfront or garden

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | FIJI
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Fiji was our number one choice as Jairek 

visited there many times throughout his 

childhood, and I always dreamed of getting 

married or honeymooning in Fiji.

Fairytale in Fiji
AMANDA & JAIREK

Forty friends and family joined 

this couple in paradise as they 

celebrated their wedding at the beautiful 

Namale Fiji Island Resort & Spa on 

the 17th September 2014.
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Why the Namale Fiji Island 

Resort & Spa? 

“The resort is so dynamic, offering a beachy vibe 

as well as lush jungle landscapes – both equally 

stunning and picturesque. The options, flexibility 

and support from Namale made wedding 

planning smooth, easy and fun. I was blown away 

by the love they poured into every minute detail 

of our wedding. It enabled us to just soak up 

the magic of the day instead of stressing over 

insignificant details.”

Quirky Rituals/Celebrations  

“I was carried to the ceremony on an authentic 

ceremonial chair by four burly Fijian warriors in 

traditional costume.”  

The Menu 

“The resort prides itself on farm to table wedding 

fare, and it certainly didn’t dissappoint – with 

fresh, healthy and incredibly delicious dishes.”

Best Photo Locations 

“We had underwater photos taken the day after 

our wedding – which were simply spectacular. 

The beautiful sandy beaches lined with swaying 

palms also made for show-stopping photos.”

Guests Loved 

“Guests repeatedly told us our wedding was like 

a fairytale and that they had the time of their 

lives, which filled us with immense happiness. 

Tears were definitely shed when it was time to 

go home because the staff at Namale took such 

great care of us all.”

Advice for Brides 

“Trust your wedding planning team. From 

vision through to execution, the staff at Namale 

exceeded all my expectations. Share photos 

or ideas for inspiration, but let their team of 

visionaries run wild – you’ll love what they come 

up with.”

namalefiji.com
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Say  ‘I do’  with your loved one at Holiday Inn Resort Vanuatu.

Holiday Inn Resort Vanuatu is the perfect choice for your island  

destination wedding and is where you and your guests can experience  

true Melanesian charm and hospitality. 

Couples can choose from an intimate dinner, a relaxed poolside party, a beach 

setting, a formal afair for up to 160 guests, or even an exclusive private island 

experience, with exceptional cuisine and service.

Holiday Inn Resort Vanuatu, where experiences are created and memories made.

To learn about packages visit www.vanuatu.holidayinnresorts.com. 

E: sales.vanuatu@ihg.com  |  P:+ 678 22040

LOVED.

holidayinnresorts.com

STAY YOU. ™



Nanuku Auberge Resort & Spa is the ultimate Fijian wedding venue, 

encapsulating romance and luxury and providing an unforgettable 

wedding experience. Choose from a heavenly array of ceremony locations 

– exchange your vows at sunset on a pristine white sand beach, in lush 

tropical gardens scented by flourishing frangipanis, or poolside bathed in 

the glow of flickering lanterns and torchlight. 

The resort has a truly international flavour and the talented culinary team 

will exceed your expectations with the wealth of creative dishes available 

for you to customise your own menu. You also have the opportunity to 

book the resort exclusively for your group in the lead up to, during and 

after your wedding so you can spend quality time with your loved ones.

Specialists at creating innovative weddings for highly discerning 

international clientele, the Nanuku’s wedding team will, with your direction, 

take care of every detail so you can relax and enjoy your special day.

ACCOMMODATION:  Set on three kilometres of pristine beachfront 

this idyllic resort offers a range of suites, villas, residences and penthouses. 

You can expect to find all the creature comforts of home, along with 

dining options, a luxury spa, fitness centre and club house. Every stay 

at the resort comes complete with all meals, selected non-alcoholic 

beverages, non-motorised water activities, WiFi, in-villa movies, a personal 

golf buggy, villa mamma and Nanuku buddy, and selected cultural activities. 

SPECIAL OFFER: Book accommodation for five or more nights 

before 31 August 2016 and receive a 20 per cent discount, plus: 

• Round-trip land transfers 

• 30-minute treatment in the resort’s Lomana Spa and Wellness Centre 

• Private dinner with a bottle of wine

PRICE: Price on application. Offer is valid for travel until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: Terms and conditions apply, contact us for more details.

A: Pacific Harbour, Fiji 

T: +679 345 2100 

W: nanuku.aubergeresorts.com

FIJI

Lush tropical landscapes and breathtaking white sand beaches welcome you 

to this quintessential South Pacific paradise.
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Nanuku Auberge Resort & Spa

LOCATION 

Pacific Harbour, Fiji

PHONE 
+ 679 345 2100

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

Three indoor rooms 

in addition to outdoor venues

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
 40 guests/60 guests

PRICE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
 FJD 195

HEAD CHEF 
 Pranil Prasad

CEREMONY LOCATIONS 

Vunikau Penthouse, beachfront 

and gardens

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | FIJI

What type of couple would be attracted 
to your venue? A discerning couple seeking a 

romantic and adventurous experience.

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? We’re renowned for our 

wide variety of local and international dishes, but 

our most popular would have to be the Fijian 

fusion dishes. They are fresh, organic, vibrant and 

almost sensuous in taste and texture.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes, we do. 

We also cater for vegans and any other special 

dietary needs.

Do you offer both sit-down and 
cocktail-style receptions? Guests love that we 

are able to cater to any style of reception, from 

sit-down to cocktail-style and everything in between.

Can couples BYO wine? No, because we 

already have an amazing selection of wines on 

our menu. If we don’t have your favourite drop 

on hand, it’s very easy for us to order it in.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 
Your choice of menu, use of the ceremony and 

reception venue, and venue set-up including 

styling and decor.

What type of packages do you offer? 
We offer customised wedding packages that can 

be adapted to suit your individual needs and budget. 

Wedding packages are only available to guests 

staying at the resort. You also have the option of 

hiring the resort exclusively for your wedding.

Do you have special areas for ceremonies? 
Although we don’t offer a chapel for ceremonies, 

we have many stunning venues located around 

the resort.

For evening receptions, do you request 
an official finishing time? If there are other 

guests staying at the resort, we require an 11pm 

finishing time.

What advice can you offer couples looking 
for their dream reception venue? Go for 

quality over quantity. Nanuku Auberge Resort 

focuses on quality, and we can readily cater for 

groups of up to 60 guests.
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Prepare to be pampered at The Havannah – an intimate, beachfront 

resort located in an unrivalled setting at Samoa Point, just 25 kilometres 

from Port Vila. Set amid flame trees and tropical gardens, you’ll feel relaxed 

from the moment you arrive.

A dedicated wedding planner can create an elegant wedding for you in 

a range of styles, from a traditional, island-themed celebration, through 

to a romantic and intimate wedding on the beach. Our chefs can create 

sumptuous menus for two to 60 guests, and any extras that you need can 

be organised, such as a photographer, hair and makeup stylist or VIP arrival 

by helicopter.

ACCOMMODATION: The resort features 17 luxurious, air-conditioned 

villas offering an enticing combination of comfort and style. All villas 

feature king-size beds, flat screen TVs and Bose sound systems. Deluxe 

Waterfront Villas are the ultimate honeymoon accommodation, each 

with its own infinity plunge pool, bath tub and direct access to the beach. 

Other accommodation options include Waterfront Villas with own plunge 

pool and direct access to the beach, Lagoon Villas with private access to a 

split-level swimming pool, and Garden Villas set in tropical gardens only a 

short stroll to the beach.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Dedicated wedding planner 

• Bottle of Louis Roederer Champagne on arrival 

• Wedding celebrant 

• Marriage registration fees 

• Bride’s bouquet and floral hair decoration 

• Groom’s buttonhole 

• Champagne toast to the bride and groom 

• Romantic turn-down service on your wedding night

PRICE: $2250. This offer is valid until 31 March 2017. 

CONDITIONS: To find out more about this package or to enquire 

about our other packages, please contact us.

A: Samoa Point, Vanuatu 

T: +67 835 600 

E: gm@thehavannah.com 

W: thehavannah.com 

    /The-Havannah-Vanuatu-237255249642/

An idyllic tropical paradise in Vanuatu, combining enchantment, 

romance, elegance and unspoilt beauty. 

VANUATU
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Le Méridien Bora Bora is a romantic resort boasting French Polynesian 

elegance, white sandy beaches, flourishing gardens with tropical blooms, 

an emerald lagoon and deep azure ocean. Offering exclusive candlelit 

dining on the beach and a bespoke overwater wedding chapel with a glass 

bottom showcasing the natural Bora Bora Lagoon below, Le Méridien 

Bora Bora has set a new standard in tropical luxury.

Imagine exchanging your vows on a sensationally styled private beach in 

front of magical Mount Otemanu, or having your “first dance” together on 

the resort’s secluded sands under twinkling stars. From exquisitely appointed 

venues to personalised menus and impeccable service, our romance 

specialists are guaranteed to create a precious wedding day for you.

CEREMONY & RECEPTION:  Create your own wedding ceremony 

al a carte by starting with a base option and then adding your choice of 

inclusions to suit your needs. Select from six magical ceremony locations 

including Chapel Heremiti, Chapel Otemanu, Motu Taiamani, Motu 

Ahima’a, Manaha Beach and Hiti Manaha Beach for a tropical wedding 

that is impossible to forget.

If you opt for an authentic Polynesian wedding experience, you’ll be 

dressed in pareos that are personalised with the colour scheme of your 

ceremony. Le Méridien Bora Bora’s romance specialists will greet you at 

the pontoon of your hotel before you embark on a comfortable cruise 

on a double outrigger canoe to the ceremony location. During your short 

cruise, you’ll be lulled by the rhythm of romantic Polynesian music as you 

take in breathtaking exotic views. Accompanied by live Tahitian music, 

Polynesian songs or a traditional dance show, an Officiant will greet you 

and bestow you with Polynesian names before conducting the ancient 

Polynesian tradition of a purifying coconut water benediction. Concluding 

the ceremony with a Polynesian wedding certificate signed by the 

Officiant, the team at Le Méridien Bora Bora will marry Polynesian and 

Western cultures in a gorgeous wedding that you’ll treasure forever.

If you select a full-day wedding package, a professional photographer will 

be there to capture your treasured moments in different areas of the 

resort, such as by the reef, at Mount Otemanu, or even a fun ‘trash the 

dress’ session in the ocean.

Enjoy a wedding reception with your guests on a private motu with 

a signature wedding cocktail – a wedding must-have as far as we’re 

concerned. To celebrate the occasion, watch a traditional fire dance or 

authentic Polynesian show, be entertained by a live band or DJ and marvel 

at an incredible fireworks display under the stars.

ACCOMMODATION: Le Méridien Bora Bora offers a combination of 

outstanding Overwater Bungalows, Premium Overwater Bungalows, Beach 

Bungalows and One- and Two-Bedroom Pool Beach Villas.

Commanding breathtaking views of the motu or Bora Bora Lagoon, each 

Overwater Bungalow features a large glass floor panel, enabling you to 

view the amazing marine life in the crystal waters below. Ladders from 

the outside deck make it easy to slip into the lagoon for a swim. Premium 

Overwater Bungalows feature the same amenities but are located in the 

most secluded location within the resort, offering breathtaking views of 

Mount Otemanu and a large terrace on which to watch the sunset. 

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Return economy airfares from Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney

• All transfers and domestic flights

• 2 nights at Le Méridien Tahiti pre- and post-wedding

• 5 nights at Le Méridien Bora Bora in an Overwater Bungalow 

• Buffet breakfast daily 

• Golf car escort 

• Use of Overwater Chapel at Le Méridien Bora Bora 

• Non-official priest

• Coconut water blessing and purification

• TAPA wedding certificate 

• Floral decorations

• Bride’s bouquet and floral crown

• Groom’s flower lei 

• Hair and makeup styling session

• Deluxe wedding photo shoot with 100 photos

• Polynesian dance show

• Two glasses of Champagne for toasting 

• Wedding cake

• Romantic dinner on the beach for couple

• Wedding coordinator

PRICE: AUD 7,699. Offer is valid until 31 March 2017.

CONDITIONS: For terms and conditions please contact us.

FRENCH POLYNESIA

Ethereal backdrops and truly unique experiences are trademarks of this effortlessly chic and 

sophisticated resort perched along the “Pearl of the Pacific” – the beautiful Bora Bora Lagoon.

Let Le Méridien Bora Bora’s romance specialists plan a 

unique and memorable wedding experience for you at 

the underwater chapel, TeAnaIpo, 13 feet within the Bora 

Bora Lagoon. After a short briefing, immerse yourselves 

in the translucent waters of the lagoon, accompanied by 

a diving instructor and a videographer who will capture 

your cherished moments. A Polynesian priest will conduct 

a 25-minute underwater ceremony during which you’ll 

exchange vows (using a waterproof audio player) and coral 

rings, and be issued a wedding certificate. After a final swim 

around the chapel, you’ll return to the ship’s deck and toast 

your union with a glass of Champagne.

FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT

A: 601/83 Mount Street, North Sydney, Australia 

T: 1300 858 305 

E: info@tahititravel.com.au 

W: tahititravel.com.au 

    /TahitiTravel
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ASIAN

THE PHILIPPINES
Combining all the natural beauty of Asia with strong 

Spanish and American influences, the Philippines is a 

wedding destination like no other. Discover its colourful 

cities, tranquil beaches and sumptuous resorts when you 

and your guests celebrate in a totally unique, exotic haven. 

MAKE IT LEGAL: Australians must apply for and sign 

a Certificate of No Impediment in front of an authorised 

witness or consular officer at the Australian Embassy. Proof 

of identification, such as a birth certificate and Australian 

passport, will be needed when applying for a marriage 

certificate at the local civil registrar. You’ll need to wait 10 

days from the date of application before a licence can be 

issued, so take that as your cue to enjoy a relaxing holiday in 

the Philippines.

THE MALDIVES
The Maldives boasts deep blue waters and idyllic islands 

with peaceful settings that invite couples to fall in love with 

its romance – sounds like a dream wedding destination, 

eh? With its breathtaking scenery and exciting culture this 

island nation has undeniable charm, however there are a few 

legal hoops to jump through when getting married there. 

But don’t worry, just follow our helpful tips below. With such 

picture-perfect scenery, we promise it’ll be well worth the 

effort.

MAKE IT LEGAL: Although many tourist resorts in 

the Maldives offer wedding ceremonies for foreign couples, 

the marriages are non-legally binding, due to the country’s 

Family Act which favours Islamic rites. To have a legally 

binding marriage you’ll need to apply for a marriage licence 

in your home country first, and then experience the symbolic 

rite in the Maldives either before or after the real ceremony 

back home. Under new rules, resort managers can allow you 

to have a symbolic wedding or renewal of vows, and you 

get to decide on the language of the ceremony. The rules 

also state that the officiant and couple must not do anything 

disrespectful or degrading to any religion, local culture  

or customs.

SABAH
Situated on the scenic island of Borneo in Malaysia, Sabah 

is known for its diverse cultural heritage, colourful coral 

reefs, dense jungles and picturesque beaches. Perfect for 

a wedding? We think so. You and your guests will feel like 

you’re in a world of your own when you visit this fantastic 

destination and immerse yourselves in the amazing culture. 

MAKE IT LEGAL: You must obtain a Single Status 

Certificate or Certificate of No Impediment and provide  

21 days written notice to the local Registrar of Marriage. For 

an additional fee, a special license can be granted to reduce 

the waiting period to seven days, provided all documentation 

is authentic and correct. In order to legally marry, you must 

also complete a Statutory Declaration and provide a copy 

of your birth certificates. The Commissioner of Oaths must 

put a stamp on the marriage licence and you’ll also need 

approval from the Director of Registration. A professional 

wedding coordinator will be familiar with all the relevant 

procedures and can help you through the process.

Thought of these dreamy

destinations?
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A: Kaafu Atoll, Maldives 

T: 1800 258 263 

E: AustraliaGroupSales@clubmed.com 

W: meetings-events-clubmed.com.au/en/your-event/weddings

MALDIVES

Transparent turquoise waters, immaculate white sand beaches and luxury all-inclusive 

resort facilities epitomise heaven on earth right here in the Maldives.

Located on private Kanifinholu Island in the North Male Atoll, just 

20 kilometres north of the Maldives’ capital city, lies Club Med Kani. 

Its postcard-perfect location features a stunning lagoon enclosed by a 

colourful coral reef, making it a romantic and unforgettable setting for 

a wedding and honeymoon.

Club Med’s team of wedding specialists, The Seven Agency, will be at your 

service from the planning stage right through to execution, so you can sit 

back, relax and enjoy a totally hassle-free wedding experience.

Our professional wedding specialists have hosted more than 2,000 

weddings, and will use their expertise to tailor a wedding that is as unique 

as you are. We offer a range of packages, so you can choose one that 

best meets your needs. Club Med Kani is also perfect for honeymoons 

as we offer all-inclusive packages that provide unbeatable value, covering 

everything from accommodation through to fun water activities, and 

delectable fine dining through to a premium open bar.

ACCOMMODATION:  Club Med Kani has 171 Club rooms and 

Deluxe rooms located on the island’s coconut groves, and 75 overwater 

suites built on stilts. The overwater suites are Five-Trident Luxury 

Space suites, and are accessible via a jetty. The resort also offers three 

restaurants, serving everything from delicious buffets featuring traditional 

Asian and international cuisine, through to tasty finger food and light 

snacks. There’s also a Sunset Bar where you can enjoy a leisurely drink 

on a balmy evening.

WEDDING PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• Dedicated event planner • Professional makeup artist and hair stylist 

• Expert photography team • Flowers and decorations • Bride’s bouquet 

• Canapés and fresh fruit • Optional add-ons such as romantic dinners, 

Champagne and spa treatments (additional prices apply)

PRICE: Starts from USD 2,100. Offer is valid until 31 December 2017.

CONDITIONS: Book now to have your wedding anytime from 

September 2016 onwards.
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What type of couple would be attracted 
to your venue? Romantic couples who seek 

intimacy and love modern luxuries but also want 

an authentic experience rooted in local culture. 

Coco Bodu Hithi can give them treasured 

experiences that last a lifetime. 

What are some of your most popular and 
delicious dishes? A favourite with guests is our 

signature fish chowder made with a selection of 

freshly caught reef fish, yellow fin tuna, snapper, 

fresh tomato puree and herbs. The delicious 

Maldivian spiced tuna steak is also a big hit.

Do you cater for vegetarians? Yes we do. 

We’ll discuss dietary requirements with the 

couple well ahead of their wedding ceremony, 

so we can create a vegetarian menu if desired.

Do you offer both sit-down and cocktail-style 
receptions? We can arrange both sit-down and 

cocktail-style receptions down on the scenic beach.

Can couples BYO wine? The Wine Loft at 

Coco Bodu Hithi offers a wide selection of 

Champagnes, wines and spirits for receptions, but 

if a couple wants a specific wine that isn’t

available on our menu, we are happy to arrange 

this for them with prior notice.

What exactly does the cost per head cover? 
This depends on the scale of reception the 

couple wants. Some couples request simple 

decorations and have receptions that can be 

catered solely by our in-house team, while other 

more extravagant receptions involve florists, 

venue stylists and other external suppliers. We’ll 

provide a quote based on individual needs.

What type of packages do you offer? We 

offer intimate ceremony packages, and reception 

packages, which are custom-made according to 

specific requirements.

Do you have special ceremony areas? 
All ceremonies and receptions take place on the 

picturesque beach, and we can erect a marquee to 

provide a covered area in the case of wet weather.

For evening receptions, do you request an 
official finishing time? If the island is occupied 

exclusively by a wedding party, there is no set 

finishing time. If other guests are present, we 

request a finishing time of midnight.

Coco Bodu Hithi

LOCATION 

Kaafu Atoll, North Male, Maldives

PHONE 
+960 664 1122

NUMBER OF FUNCTION ROOMS 

N/A (Outdoor venue)

CAPACITY (SITTING/STANDING) 
200 guests/300 guests

PRICE RANGE (APPROX PER HEAD) 
Depends on package selected 

HEAD CHEF 
Brandi Polalage 

(Executive Sous Chef)

CEREMONY LOCATIONS AVAILABLE 

Yes

Fact File

DESTINATION WEDDINGS | MALDIVES
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Christian is from Germany and I’m from Australia, so we 

wanted to find a place to marry somewhere in between. 

My background is Filipino, and as Christian had always 

wanted to visit the Philippines, it was an easy choice for us. 

We had more than 60 guests who travelled from 12  

different countries, and everyone was very excited to be 

holidaying in the Philippines.

Perfection in the Philippines
CHRISTINE & CHRISTIAN

This couple from Australia celebrated their love in a 

relaxed, coastal-chic wedding on the 26th February 2016 

at the Shangri-La Boracay Resort and Spa. The ceremony, 

held in Alon Garden, joined the pair in front of loved ones 

before they partied the night away in one the 

resort’s glamorous ballrooms.
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Why the Shangri-La Boracay 

Resort and Spa  

“We loved the beach and being surrounded by 

green trees – the entire resort is just  

picture-perfect. The resort’s many facilities such 

as the pool and games room, and plenty of water 

activities, made it easy for us to hang out with 

our guests without the hassle of trying to meet at 

different locations.”

Quirky Celebrations/Rituals 

“Our German friends performed a Filipino  

tradition that included placing my veil and a 

chord over us during the ceremony. The veil 

symbolised the joining of two individuals to  

become one, and the chord represented being 

bound together as a promise to be faithful to 

one another.”

The Music/Entertainment 

“We had a DJ for the night who played easy 

listening during dinner and fun dance beats 

afterwards. The fire dancers that were included 

as part of the resort package were a huge hit.”

The Menu 

“We chose to have a buffet and open bar.  

Favourite dishes were the roast pork (Lechon), 

the seafood – especially the grilled prawns,  and 

the yummy chocolate mousse cake.”

Guests Loved 

“Many guests described feeling like they had 

their own private waiter throughout dinner. 

It was really nice to know our guests were well 

taken care of.” 

Best Photo Location 

“Our favourite spot was at the dock where the 

speed boats arrive at the resort, as it was perfect 

for sunset shots.”

The Accommodation 

“The resort offered pure luxury without being 

‘stuffy’. We stayed in the Tree House Villa at the 

top of the resort, which had the best view.” 

Superior Service 

“We planned an afternoon reception on the 

beach but it started to rain so our event  

coordinator, Mara moved everything into the 

ballroom. We didn’t have to worry about a thing 

or lift a finger, and instead got to spend time as 

a couple before the reception, drinking cocktails 

with our guests . When we entered the ballroom, 

we were so grateful and impressed as it looked 

amazing. And, the best part about moving the 

reception indoors was being able to extend the 

party for a couple more hours.”

Something to Remember 

“The day goes by too quickly to worry about 

anything. If you pick a venue that’s experienced 

in weddings they’ll provide everything you need. 

And if there’s a small detail you’ve forgotten, 

chances are they’ve already taken care of it.” 

Advice for Brides 

Don’t leave home without... the wedding dress. 

We almost forgot it!

shangri-la.com/boracay/boracayresort/

Photos by Mayad Studios, Boracay
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Back home weddings are very traditional and  

usually involve a blessing ceremony followed by 

dinner in a grand hotel. We wanted something 

different, preferring an amazing travel experience 

that our guests could share with us. We were 

touched that our loved ones supported our  

decision, flying from as far as America, New  

Zealand, Malaysia, Macau, Vietnam and Taiwan.

Magic in Malaysia
SADIE & NICK 

On 26th March 2016, this couple from Macau 

celebrated their nuptials in front of 60 invited 

guests on beautiful Sunset Beach, followed by a 

reception in the Tanjung Room at Shangri-La’s 

Tanjung Aru Resort & Spa.

Photos by Billie Wong and Ricky Mak



Why the Shangri-La�s Tanjung Aru  

Resort & Spa? 

“We love sunshine and the beach, and thought 

Malaysian food would be popular with our guests, 

so we researched resorts in Kota Kinabalu. The 

resort itself is conveniently located close to the 

airport, with easy transport to the islands for 

sightseeing. Watching the sun set over the beach 

at the resort was pretty amazing.”

Funny Moment 

“Our guests mistakenly threw flower petals on 

my father and I as he walked me down the aisle, 

rather than on me and my husband after we 

were married at the ceremony!”

The Dress and Suit 

“My dress was from a shop in China called  

Lisianthus, and Nick sourced his suit from a  

tailor in Macau, Sartor Lab.”

Menu 

“We had a 10-course dinner. Our favourite 

dish was the butter yellow prawns with crispy 

shredded egg.”

Superior Service  

“Our wedding coordinator, Cynthia Lo and her 

staff were extremely helpful. Our beach ceremony 

was scheduled for 4:30pm, but it turned out to 

be very hot at that time of day so I asked if we 

could delay until 5:30pm. Sadie was already on her 

way to our ceremony in a golf buggy but Cynthia 

took care of everything, managing to stop the 

driver. Also, we arrived at the resort in a rental 

car full of wedding flowers (actually it was more 

like a garden!). When staff greeted us and opened 

the car door I don’t think they were expecting to 

see that type of ‘luggage’, but they just smiled and 

kindly transported all of it inside for us.”

Advice for Brides 

“Don’t overthink whether to have a destination 

wedding... just do it! You’ll get a lot more value 

than you might expect.”

shangri-la.com/kotakinabalu/tanjungaruresort
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I’m Canadian, my husband is South African and 

we live in Hong Kong – so with our friends and 

family all over the world, we really had to choose a 

destination wedding. Boracay Island in the Philippines 

was an easy choice for us because it’s where we 

first met. Our guests flew to the Philippines from 

more than six countries, and although the journey 

wasn’t particularly easy for some of them they said 

they’d do it again in a heartbeat.

Brilliance in Boracay
SONYA & SHAUN

Fridays Boracay resort came alive on 

20th February 2016 as 80 guests joined this 

couple from Hong Kong to celebrate their 

nuptials and then dance the night away.
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Why did you choose Fridays Boracay?  

“Fridays has a lovely atmosphere, a sprawling 

beachfront location, and it offers something for 

everyone. The beach at Boracay is one of the most 

beautiful in all of Asia, and the sunset over the 

beach is truly captivating.”

Traditional Rituals  

“After saying our vows and having a Champagne 

toast we held a Chinese tea ceremony to pay respects 

to our parents and other senior family members.”

The Music 

“We had a first dance specially choreographed 

for the two of us. This was followed by a playlist 

of our own music that spanned decades of 

memories along with some modern hits to get 

all the generations dancing.”

The Dress and Suit 

“My dress was custom-made by Pier 94 and was 

based on an image I found. I adored the bling 

around the neckline and insisted on it having 

pockets. Shaun’s suit was custom-made by Sam’s 

Tailor – the Hong Kong tailor of choice for many 

celebrities. His shirt and the groomsmens’ shirts 

were custom-made by JJ Threads – a great online 

shirt maker with lots of customisable options. 

My bridesmaids’ dresses were gorgeous designs 

by Adrianna Papell.”

The Menu 

“We ordered a ‘lechon’, which is a traditional 

Filipino-style suckling pig, served alongside a medley 

of barbecued seafood, fresh salads and hot side 

dishes. Waiters gave silver-service when plating the 

mains, while all the sides were served family-style 

so everyone could help themselves.”

The Accommodation 

“Many of our guests stayed at Microtel by 

Wyndham, which is located at the quieter end of 

the beach. It has a perfect pool for the kids, a ping 

pong table and a great on-site restaurant – not to 

mention it was very reasonably priced.”

Guests Loved 

“All of our guests commented on how the 

ceremony and celebration really reflected our 

personalities. As a professional wedding planner, 

I really appreciated hearing how much our guests 

enjoyed themselves and that they noticed the 

little details like the chevron wave theme carried 

through our stationery suite, gift packs, the 

wedding cake and the stubby holder party 

favours. They also loved the fun touches which 

included a mini treasure hunt, a pinata and a 

giant sandcastle!”

Advice for Brides 

“Stay in touch with what’s truly important and the 

reasons why you chose that particular location. 

And, remember to have fun!”

fridaysboracay.com

Photos by Love Train
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P: 0064 3 572 8276 E: timaralodge@xtra.co.nz  

www.timara.co.nz

GO WHERE ALL HIGH SOCIETY GO � LAKE TIMARA LODGE OF COURSE !!

entrust your wedding day to an award winning 
destination wedding photographer

Specialising in candid, relaxed, classy and romantic photography from the beach to the rainforest, 

in the Whitsundays and Beyond. 

www.brookemiles.com.au    |    0419 941 162    |    photos@brookemiles.com.au  

Facebook    |    Instagram

www.holidaysforcouples.travel

Because the perfect wedding 
deserves the perfect honeymoon!

®

in Macao

Bali 
Brides

Where to tie the 
knot on the Island 

of the Gods

MOZART & 

MARIA INMARIA IN

Salzburg

SIAM GLAM
Old-school style in Bangkok

LET IT SNOW
Hit the slopes in France & Australia

SRI LANKA
Trains, taxis & tuk-tuks for two

The 5 hottest resorts in

MALAYSIA

The10
places  you
have  to  see 

in  2016

ASIAN SENSATIONS

SECRET PARIS
Romantic spots 

you've never 
heard of

Where to eat



Navutu Dreams creates romantic, fairytale weddings that capture 
the beauty and style of one of the most culturally rich and stunning 
destinations in the world – Siem Reap, Angkor of Cambodia. Let them 
transform your dreams into a magical celebration, inspired by love. 
The boutique resort offers guests the luxury of fine dining, personalised 
service and attention to detail, all in one place, by one dynamic team. 
Let them create a journey that brings to life all of your romantic fantasies, 
for you to treasure for a lifetime.

Siem Reap, Kingdom of Cambodia
T: +855 (0) 63964864
E: reservations@navutudreams.com
W: navutudreams.com

Enjoy breathtaking scenery and gracious Thai hospitality, with 

the Orapin Group. The Orapin Group invites you to share in the 

Thai experience, while enjoying a wonderful holiday in one of our 

magnificent beach resorts: Bhundhari Spa Resort & Villas Samui, 

Bhundhari Chaweng Beach Resort Samui, and Pariya Resort 

& Villas Haad Yuan Koh Phangan.

4/11 Moo 3 Bophut, Koh Samui, Suratthani 84320

Tel: 66 77 915000, 66 77 414248 Fax: 66 77 601239, 66 77 414249

E-mail: contact@orapingroup.com, info@orapingroup.com

www.orapingroup.com

BOOK YOUR HEAVENLY WEDDING HERE THROUGH THE DESTINATION WEDDING EXPERTS

WWW.WWWEDDINGS.COM.AU OR 07 3818 8204

best resorts in the world
by Australian

Traveller Magazine

Voted Top 100 in

There are 15 words in the Fijian

language for heaven, and

Yasawa is the first

Welcome to

Yasawa Island Resort



Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa IBC

Amadea Resort & Villas  64

Amari Koh Samui 2-3

Anantara Uluwatu Bali Resort 57

Aqua Hotels & Resorts 130

Bali Mandira Beach Resort & Spa 60

Bali Niksoma Boutique Beach Resort 159

Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru 7

Bisma Eight 62

Bliss Creations 11

Brooke Miles Photography 158

Centara Hotels & Resorts 121

Club Med  39

Coco Bodu Hithi Maldives 27

Daydream Island Resort & Spa 92

Discovery Kartika Plaza Hotel 65

Dreamers Spa Village 109

Fitzroy Island Resort 97

FuramaXclusive Villas & Spa Ubud 62

Holiday Inn Resort Vanuatu 142

Hotel Grand Chancellor Palm Cove  100

InterContinental Bali Resort 45

Jimbour House 106

JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa 124

Kanda Residences Samui 112

Karma Kandara 68

Kayumanis Private Villa & Spa 71

Kingfisher Bay Resort  104

Lake Timara Lodge 158

Le Meridian Bora Bora 146-147

Linda Pasfield Photography 48

Lure, Abell Point Marina 88

Maya Sanur Resort & Spa 54

Maya Ubud Resort & Spa 9

Namale Fiji Islands Resort & Spa 18

Nanuku Auberge Resort & Spa 143

Navutu Dreams Resort & Spa 159

Noonaweena 108

Orapin Group 159

Orator Hotel  134

Palazzo Versace  4

Peace Resort Koh Samui 120

Pelangi Bali Hotel & Spa 69

Peppers Airlie Beach 87

Pimalai Resort & Spa  115

Plantation Island Resort 136

Port Douglas Wedding Professionals 98-99

Pullman Khao Lak Katiliya Resort & Villas 114

QT Port Douglas 101

Rumours Luxury Villas & Spa 132

Salt Village, Kingscliff 105

Santai Retreat 107

Secrets on the Lake 103

Shangri-La’s Boracay Resort & Spa 15

Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort & Spa 8

Shoalhaven City Council 16-17

Sienna Villas 41

Silavadee Pool Spa Resort 14

St. Regis Bali Resort 25

Sun Island Bali 66

Tahiti Tourisme  OBC

Tangalooma Island Resort  102

Thala Beach Nature Reserve  96

The Chedi Club Ubud  56

The Edgewater Resort & Spa  131

The Havannah  145

The Palm House/Big 4  91

The Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa  10

The Samaya Bali  59

The Tongsai Bay   116

The Wedding Planners Whitsundays  89

Total Weddings Coordination & Photography 90

Tourism Authority of Thailand  IFC-1

Twinpalms Phuket  112

Wananavu Beach Resort   135

Warwick Ibah Luxury Villas & Spa  61

WeddingsWhitsundays.Com  93

White Rose Kuta Resort Villas & Spa  66 

Worldwide Weddings  159

Yasawa Island Resort & Spa  138
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To Aitutaki with Love!

“Hands down Aitutaki is the most beautiful place  
I have ever seen in my life!”  

U.S. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED Swimsuit Edition Senior Editor, M. J. Day

The most important ingredients for your couple’s escape, 
milestone birthday or anniversary celebration, honeymoon 
or wedding? LOVE + LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION! 
 
Imagine standing together under the warm tropical sun on the champagne sands  
right on the shores of Aitutaki Lagoon, the World’s Most Beautiful Lagoon.  
Experience Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa, the ONLY 5 star resort set directly on Aitutaki Lagoon,  
the ONLY private island resort in the Cook Islands and the ONLY one with Overwater Bungalows.  
Indulge in all the resort’s upgrades since its multi-million dollar makeover. The perfect destination for 
dream weddings, heavenly honeymoons, memorable celebrations. Discover for yourself why  
celebrities have called Aitutaki - The Most Romantic Place on Earth! Truly one for your bucket list!

AITUTAKI LAGOON RESORT & SPA • COOK ISLANDS

The ONLY Resort set right on the  
World’s Most Beautiful Lagoon; Adults-Only

P (+682) 31 200 | F 31 202
 info@aitutakilagoonresort.com

AitutakiLagoonResort.com
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There are many sides to The Islands of Tahiti. Yet they are all connected by Mana. 

Mana is a life force and spirit that surrounds us. You can see it. Touch it.

Taste it. Feel it. And from the moment you arrive, you will understand why we say

our Islands are

To discover Mana for yourself,  visit Tahiti -Tourisme.com.au
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