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History may indeed be generally thought of as the study of the
past, but that doesn’t mean that it exists in isolation, never to
be touched or revised.

One of the most exciting parts of historical study is
revealing something new, whether that’s unearthing an
artefact buried for centuries or coming up with a new theory
on received ideas. This issue, we delve into the new theories
posited about the Terracotta Warriors of Xi’an,
China (page 22), and look at the evidence
supporting the claims of Greek influence
there. We also head to Jerusalem (page 38)
where incredible artefacts and battle sites
are being found with amazing regularity.

We also take a look under Reading’s car
parks to find clues as to the whereabouts
of Henry I (page 30), who might well be
following the lead of Richard III, laid to
rest in an unknown place for centuries.
There’s so much to discover, perhaps
for the very first time, so dig in and get
ready to uncover the truth. Alex Hoskins
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Rostov Kremlin, 
Yaroslavl, Russia

The 17th century Rostov Kremlin 
is considered by many to be 
the greatest kremlin outside of 
Moscow – however, it doesn’t fit the 
traditional definition of the word. A 
kremlin is usually a fortified structure 
built for defence, but this was in 
fact a bishop’s residence. Inside the 
walls are churches, the Assumption 
Cathedral, bell towers, a museum 
and Russian religious art. 
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INF CUS

City Hall, Oslo, 
Norway

The imposing city hall (Rådhuset) 
of Oslo began its construction in 
1931, but wasn’t inaugurated until 
1950 – building was brought to a halt 
by Nazi occupation in WWII. The 
building was designed by Arnstein 
Arneberg and Magnus Poulsson. 
These murals, one of many found 
around the building, date from the 
1950s and depict Norwegian history 
and mythology. This painting adorns 
the great hall, home to the annual 
ceremony for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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Baalbek temples, 
Lebanon 

The archaeological site of Baalbek 
in Lebanon has been inhabited 
from around 9000 BCE. Many of 
the temples and the Roman ruins 
that stand on the site today were 
built around or before the 2nd or 3rd 
century CE. Baalbek has functioned 
as a site of pilgrimage for as long as 
it has been inhabited. The site was 
dedicated to Astarte, the queen 
of heaven and her consort, the 
Phoenician sky-god Baal, which gave 
the site its name.
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INF CUS

Saint Mark’s Basilica, 
Venice, Italy

This is not the first Saint Mark’s 
Basilica to stand in Venice, but the 
original building was burnt badly in 
the 10th century. Venetians revolted 
against doge Pietro Candiano 
IV, though his successor, doge 
Domenico Contarini, restored the 
basilica. The Byzantine exterior 
hints at both Italian and Byzantine 
craftsmen being employed in its 
design and construction. 
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Archaeologists excavating at

GreatRyburgh inNorfolk have

discovered 87Anglo-Saxon

graves, someofwhich are

believed to be the earliest of their kind

to be found inBritain.The inhumations

date from the 7th to the 9th century and are

thought to be from the burial ground of an early

Christian community.

Of all of the graves discovered, 81 contain

coffins made from hollowed oak trunks, the

first time graves of this type have been properly

ISCOVERIES
RTHING THE LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS, BIG EVENTS & MORE

recorded by modern archaeologists. The trunks

were split lengthways; the body was buried

inside one hollowed half with the other half

placed on top as a lid. The other six graves

were lined with wooden planks, a rare form

of inhumation and the earliest examples ever

discovered in Britain.

Finding timber from the Anglo-Saxon

period is unusual due to wood rotting in normal

soil conditions but the timber at Great Ryburgh

survived due to it being in waterlogged ground

alongside the River Wensum. The two types

Surprise discovery will shed new light on the 
development of Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England

An aerial view 

reveals the graves to 

be buried in rows

of grave might show an evolution in burial 

practices if the plank-lined graves are later than 

the dugout graves. Dendrochronology will be 

used to try to date the coffi  ns more accurately.

The fi nds only came to light after landowner 

Gary Boyce drew up plans for a new fi shing 

lake. Trial trenches had revealed Anglo-Saxon 

pottery and Roman samian ware, a surprise 

considering that desktop assessments 

had indicated no evidence of inhabitation 

before the 15th century. A full archaeological 

excavation began in January 2016 and the 
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fi rst grave was uncovered on the fi rst day of 

digging. Archaeologist Matt Champion said, 

“This discovery is going to signifi cantly add to 

our understanding of just how the settlement 

patterns in the river valley developed over 

time, and it is a fantastic example of what we 

can all achieve by working closely with local 

landowners and communities.”

The team from Museum of London 

Archaeology think that the graves belonged to 

a community of early Christians. The wooden 

grave markers, east-west alignment and lack 

of grave goods all suggest the Christian origins 

of the cemetery. A timber structure, thought 

to be a church or chapel, of which there are 

few examples from this period, has also been 

uncovered. The wider community, including 

homes and farms, may have been destroyed by 

the changing course of the river.

As well as preserving the timber coffi  ns, 

the waterlogged soil has also preserved the 

skeletal remains of those who were buried 

within, although much has been crushed by 

the weight of the soil. Based on the size of the 

graves and bones, they are all adults. Research 

continues with DNA, dental and isotope 

analysis being used to fi nd out more about the 

early Christians – whether they were related, 

where they were born and what their diet and 

health was like.

The fi nds from the dig will be held at 

Norwich Castle Museum once analysis is 

complete. Tim Pestell, curator at the museum, 

said, “This fi nd is a dramatic example of 

how new evidence is helping to refi ne our 

knowledge of this fascinating period.”

Archaeologists uncovered the first grave on 

the first day of excavation at Great Ryburgh

Scientific analysis may reveal much about 

the Anglo-Saxons buried in the graves



Flames mark the arrival of this 19th-century tradition, 
which celebrates the end of the yule period

Up Helly Aa returns fo
another fi ery festival 

Wakakusa Yamayaki, Japan,

8 January 2017

This festival in Japan recalls the fiery spirit

of Up Helly Aa, but this time, the flames are

roasting the mountain. Grass on the slopes of

Mount Wakakusa burns, followed by a firework

display to celebrate the new year.

Ati-Atihan, Philippines,

third week in January 2017

This 800-year-old festival in Kalibo is the

mardi-gras of the Philippines, with street

parties that last all day and take place all week.

It’s all in honour of Santo Niño, a beloved

image of Jesus as an infant.

 Voodoo festival, Benin, 

10 January 2017

This festival in Ouidah has its roots in the 

religion practised by 60 per cent of the 

population of Benin: voodoo. It aims to 

celebrate the lighter side of the rituals with 

singing, dancing, chanting and drinking gin. 

M O R E  E V E N T S  T O  L O O K  O U T  F O R
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In Lerwick, Shetland in Scotland, a 

somewhat warmer festival marks the 

end of the previous year compared to 

Hogmanay celebrated in Edinburgh. 

Up Helly Aa is called a Viking festival by many, 

but with its origins in the 19th century, the link 

to the Norsemen is perhaps only a symbolic 

one. It is foremost a celebration of fi re and a 

chance for Scottish history to shine bright in 

deepest midwinter. 

So what does Up Helly Aa entail? The 

event’s offi  cial website calls it: “many things to 

many people,” but to understand it requires a 

bit more detail than that. At the centre of the 

celebrations are the Guizer Jarls and the Jarl 

Squad. Guizer Jarls – who must have been

part of the festival for at least 15 years – lead

the squad, made up of around 60 men (though 

there are sometimes as many as 1,000) wearing 

a costume and shield, the designs of which 

change every year. The Guizer Jarls’ armour has 

been passed down, generation to generation, 

each year since the 1930s, though he can 

choose his own cloak and kirtle colours. 

Up Helly Aa day is a long one for the Jarls, 

visitors and the town as the morning march 

through the town begins at 8.30am. At 10am, 

the Jarls meet at the Bressay Ferry Terminal for 

photos and people gather to watch the march 

here. A civic reception, lunch and visits to the 

As night falls, a junior procession begins,

watched by spectators and revellers, followed 

by the procession of senior Jarls all of who 

carry fl aming torches. The ceremony ends at a 

‘burning site’, which only the Jarls are allowed to 

attend. The streetlights are turned off  and the 

town is plunged into darkness, leaving the glow 

of the thousands of torches to light up the sky.

While this is undoubtedly an occasion 

deeply rooted in local history, visitors can 

attend the public parts of the festival, and 

Visit.Shetland.org can provide information on 

travel and accommodation in Lerwick. 

Up Helly Aa 2017 takes place on 31 January. 
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What do you need to make sure your next expedition goes smoothly? 

Here’s a selection of the latest accessories for your knapsack

EXPLORER’S KNAPSACK
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Gerber 
Bear Grylls 

Compact Multi-Tool
This small tool packs a big punch 

with needle nose pliers, wire cutters, a 

fine edge knife, serrated knife, Phillips 

screwdriver and small flat driver –and 

much more besides. It’s the perfect 

companion for camping trips, hikes 

and festivals. 

Price: £31.20/$38

The 
Phantom 

Atlas by Edward 
Brooke-Hitching

We haven’t always known what 

the world looks like – or even what 

shape it is. This book looks at maps 

from throughout history that got it 

wrong – often comically so. An 

intriguing, amusing read. 

Price: £25/$35

Castle 
Builders by 

Malcolm Hislop 
Have you ever looked at a castle and 

wondered who designed it and how? 

This new book covers, “…approaches 

to castle design and construction 

in the Middle Ages” and explains 

how different eras gave rise to 

different techniques. 

Price: £25/$44.95

Motorola 
Hubble Camera

Going away to incredible historic 

places is one of the great joys of life, 

but leaving your house unguarded 

can be stressful. The Hubble lets you 

connect to a camera inside your house 

and check on things via an app for 

peace of mind, wherever you are.

Price: £89.99/

$110

Walk 
History app, 

Historic England
This London history app offers seven 

tours, covering five areas: Brixton, 

Whitechapel, Soho, the City and Ealing. 

It’s easy to use with beautiful line 

drawings and historical images. Tours 

are downloaded in-app and are a 

mixture of text and maps. 

Price: Free 
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Opinions are divided as a royal residence of Queen Elizabeth II soaks up
hundreds of millions for “essential maintenance works”

ISCOVERIES

Buckingham Palace 
refurbishment set to 
cost £369 million

C ontroversial work to repair 

Buckingham Palace is set to 

begin in April 2017. In the fi rst 

maintenance work on the palace 

for 60 years, pipes, wiring, boilers and cables 

in dire need of replacement will be fi xed and 

updated. The Sovereign Grant – essentially the 

queen’s salary, paid by the government from 

public cash – will be raised in order to pay for 

the refurbishments. 

Wiring in the palace is considered to pose 

a real risk of fi re. It has been estimated that a 

fi re at Buckingham Palace, similar to the 1992 

fi re at Windsor Castle, could cost around 

£250 million – for just one wing of the house. 

Tony Johnstone-Burt, master of the queen’s 

“The Sunday Times rich list of 2015 estimated
that her private fortune was £340 million”

household, told the BBC that the improvement 

works would, “…avert a much more costly and 

potentially catastrophic building failure in the 

years to come.” 

Buckingham Palace has been a royal 

residence since the reign of James I, who 

established a mulberry plantation on the site to 

rear silkworms. Records of the garden in 1628 

suggest that a large house stood on the site at 

this time. John Sheffi  eld, Duke of Buckingham 

set about demolishing the house in 1698 and in 

its place, he built the new Buckingham House. 

George IV ordered enlargements for the palace 

in the 1820s, which led the design to roughly 

what we see today. 

The long and high profi le history of the 

house is undoubtedly worth preserving. 

However, some have called for the queen 

herself to donate money towards the works. 

The Sunday Times rich list of 2015 estimated 

that her private fortune was an impressive £340 

million. However, she’s not obliged to reveal her 
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Scientists brew a 220-year-

old tipple rescued from an 

Australian shipwreck

World’s oldest
beer revived 
after drownin

B eer lovers may have a chance 

to quaff  a historic pint after 

scientists revived what is 

believed to be the world’s 

oldest beer. Experts working on behalf of the 

Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery in 

Launceston, Tasmania have isolated live yeast 

from a bottle of beer salvaged from the wreck 

of the Sydney Cove and used it to brew beer 

using period recipes.

The Sydney Cove sank in 1797 and is one 

of the most important shipwrecks in Australia, 

known for its exquisite preservation of organic 

materials including rice, tobacco, ink, textiles 

and leather. The marine archaeologists who 

excavated the site between 1991 and 1994 also 

rescued the 26 bottles of beer which have been 

the focus of the museum’s brewing eff orts.

“Possibly the wreck has given us the world’s 

only known pre-industrial revolution brewing 

yeast,” said David Thurrowgood, conservator 

at the museum. “It is genetically diff erent 

to hundreds of yeast species it has been 

compared to from both Australia and around

the world.”

DNA tests show the shipwrecked yeast 

microbes are related to species used for 

brewing Trappist ales in European monasteries. 

The result of the museum’s brewing 

experiment is Preservation Ale, named after 

Preservation Island, where the Sydney Cove 

ran aground. The beer has a distinct light 

and fresh fl avour and is described as being 

like a cider. Researchers have also uncovered 

accounts of a contemporary English beer that 

was known for its sweet, cider-like fl avour. 

Thurrowgood suggests that the shipwrecked 

bottles contained a premium beer exported 

from England for military offi  cers at the prison 

colony of Port Jackson.

The museum hopes to continue researching 

the yeasts and bacteria recovered from 

the bottles. It is also in discussion with 

several interested parties who want to brew 

Preservation Ale commercially, making it 

available to beer drinkers around the world.

ABOVE The grand 

exterior hides a house in 

dire need of help 

and restoration

LEFT (INSET) Some 

have called on the queen 

to use her own private 

funds for repairs

ABOVE The original bottles were recovered from the wreck site with intact corks and seals, allowing the 220-year-old beer to be 

carefully analysed at the Australian Centre for Ancient DNA ©
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private fi nances, so the real fi nancial state 

of Her Highness is unknown. Her offi  ce did 

lodge a request in 2004 to take advantage 

of the Community Energy Fund, aimed at 

schools, councils, housing associations and 

families to help with heating costs. The 

request was declined for fear of a public 

backlash. But did this hint at hard times? 

To put the value into perspective, 

the Scottish Parliament building cost 

£431 million to build – which was ten 

times over budget. As for restorations, 

the Houses of Parliament are due to 

undergo refurbishment, with an early (if 

conservative) estimate stating that it could 

cost up to £2 billion. 
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Treasures Of British History 
by Peter and Dan Snow 

is out now, published by 

Andre Deutsch Ltd. 

Priced £30/$37. 

A cooking pot full of oil lamps has

been unearthed in Switzerland. It

was found at Vindonissa, a camp of Roman

legion origin dating to the 1st century. Each

lamp held a bronze coin from 66/67 CE and

was decorated with either the goddess Luna, a

gladiator, a lion, a peacock or an erotic scene.

A team of Spanish archaeologists

headed by Myriam Seco Alvarez has

found a sarcophagus complete with mummy 

near Luxor, Egypt. The find is thought to 

date from between 1075 and 664BCE. Early 

indications have led experts to believe that it is 

the tomb of Amenrenef, an ancient noble.

A nose piercing made of kangaroo

bone has been discovered in

Australia, dating from around 46,000 years

ago. It is the oldest piece of bone jewellery

linked to Homo Sapiens to be found anywhere

in the world. Marks on the bone suggest a

twisting action, possibly as it pierced skin.

ISCOVERIES
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Kangaroo nose-bone found

Roman pot discovered

Sarcophagus unearthed



Peter Snow
My favourite places

Historian and presenter Peter Snow’s new book with son Dan tells the
stories of some of Britain’s most treasured artefacts. But when it comes to

places, these are some of his most beloved

PORCHESTER CASTLE 
I am a sailor, so every time I visit Portsmouth Harbour 

I see this marvellous fortress dominating the whole 

bay. I was there only a few weeks ago and I never get 

 tired of seeing it. First built in the 3rd century, it is 

one of the very few castles in Britain where you can 

spot Roman stonework. It is particularly exciting to 

mount the spiral staircase in the tower when there is 

a high wind blowing. You can hear it howling. From 

the top you get a view second to none – all the way 

to the Isle of Wight. If you are a sailor you can rather 

conveniently moor right next to the castle. 

THE MARY ROSE 
MUSEUM, PORTSMOUTH
I never tire of gazing at the magnificent hull of this 

Tudor battleship. I remember in 1982, watching on TV

as it was hauled out of the water, only a few hundred 

metres away from where the museum now stands. 

I have witnessed the ship slowly but surely being 

preserved and restored. Hundreds of artefacts  are 

now displayed around a reconstruction of the hull. For

me, the overarching power of this piece of history is 

the fact that we can now guess what happened when 

the ship keeled over and sank in July 1545. 

KRAK DES CHEVALIERS
My favourite castle is one that is now beleaguered 

and heavily damaged by the Syrian civil war. 

Astonishingly, it looks as if it will survive because it is 

one of the most massively constructed fortresses in 

the western world. It was built by the Crusaders on 

the site of an old Arab castle in the 12th century and 

with its high walls and solid towers, looks powerfully 

impregnable. Even the mighty Saladin failed to 

capture it. Its golden age was in the 13th century when 

it was the centre of the Crusader occupation of the 

Holy Land. Sultan Baibars finally captured it in 1271. 

THE IMPERIAL WAR
MUSEUM NORTH
When I was doing a BBC morning TV interview

with my son to talk about our new book Treasures of

British History, I spotted through the studio window

this spectacular building on the quays in Salford.

We could not resist the temptation of going to have

a look. It’s one of five branches of the Imperial War

Museum and explores the impact of modern conflicts

on people and society. It’s chock full of fascinating

exhibits dominated by a Soviet T34 tank and a United

States Marine Corps AV-8B Harrier jet.
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ISTANBUL 

One of the most exciting days of my life was when 

I rubbed my eyes on the deck of a cruise ship as 

Istanbul hove into view. It stands in a glorious position 

at the entrance to the Bosphorus and the moment 

you alight in the harbour of the Golden Horn, you are 

swept away by the city’s unique atmosphere where 

east meets west. There is so much to see, but I would 

pick out the matchless Church of Santa Sophia – now 

a mosque – and the outstanding Topkapi Palace. You 

can descend to an eerie great cistern beneath the 

streets that was once a Roman basilica.

WELLS CATHEDRAL LIBRARY
If I had to choose my favourite town in Britain, it 

would be Wells. It is a beautifully preserved Medieval 

and classical site centred around one of the most 

elegant cathedrals in the world. In that cathedral, 

tucked away above the main cloister, is an ancient 

library that dates back to the mid-15th century. 

Its windows neatly light up a set of snug reading 

compartments between the ancient bookshelves: 

this inspired me to sit down and draw out some of 

the books still secured by chains that date back to 

Medieval times. We even saw one signed by Erasmus.



More than 40 years after its discovery, China s
Terracotta Army is still the source of new 

discoveries, great mysteries and fierce arguments

022

John Man is the author 

of The Terracotta Army: 

China’s First Emperor And 

The Birth Of A Nation

TER
THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 

CHINA

XI’AN
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JOHN M A N



Spring 1974: six farmers are digging a well 
in orchards on the lower slopes of Mount 
Li, near the ancient capital of Xi’an. Here, 
they fi nd a head made of baked clay, then the 

body of a soldier. It is useless to them, so they toss it aside.
However, a local museum manager hears of the fi nd 
and saves the pieces. Then a visiting journalist writes a 
report and eventually the government in Beijing
begins to take note and it sends a team of 
archaeologists to investigate. 

So, entirely by chance, emerges one 
of the greatest treasures of all time – the 
thousands of full-size terracotta warriors 
made as a spirit army for the First Emperor, 
the man who unifi ed China in 221 BCE, and 
whose unopened tomb looms a kilometre 
away. The warriors, though, are only half the 
story. Other treasures in bronze and stone 
kept on emerging, and skeletons by the score,
all posing surprising problems for scholars 
– how much more will they fi nd as they keep 
on digging? Was the idea for life-size soldiers
entirely Chinese? Or was it, perhaps, Greek?

This idea was developed in a BBC/
National Geographic documentary in October
2016 called The Greatest Tomb On Earth. Perhaps, the
presenters said, there could have been infl uence by, or 
actual presence of, Greek artisans when these fi gures 
were created. True, Greece is 7,000 kilometres from the 
First Emperor’s capital of Xianyang (west of the later 
capital, Xi’an), but it is not as unlikely as it may fi rst 
sound. In 329 BCE, Alexander the Great was half way 
there already, at the limits of his vast empire. When he 
set off  home, he left a community of many thousands 
in present day Tajikistan, forming a Greco-Bactrian 
kingdom that lasted for 200 years, with a cultural 
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impact enduring for a millennium. The suggestion made 
in the programme was that Greek artisans, whether 
independently or at the invitation of the First Emperor, 
came to Xianyang and advised Chinese artists in the 
creation of the Terracotta Army. BBC headlines made 
the bold claims clear: “Inspiration for the Terracotta 
Warriors came from Ancient Greece,” “Archaeologists 
say… Ancient Greek artisans could have been training 
locals in the 3rd century BCE.”

The arguments are, superfi cially, quite persuasive. 
Greece had a long tradition of sculpture, and 

Greek sculptures have been found in central 
Asia. Full-size statues had never been 
seen in China before the Terracotta Army. 
Mummifi ed corpses found inside present-day 
China even have DNA that points to western 
origins. A terracotta head previously found in 
Afghanistan (according to one expert quoted 
in the documentary) looks remarkably like the 
heads of the Terracotta Warriors. A road, one 
of many built by the First Emperor, heads west 
from the Emperor’s tomb, heading (perhaps) 
towards Lintao, the starting point of the Great 
Wall. Professor Lukas Nickel, from Vienna 

University’s history of art department, says on 
camera, “I imagine that a Greek sculptor may have been 
at the site to train the locals.” The documentary ends with 
a fi rm line – a sort of prototype Silk Road – drawn on a 
map between central Asia and the First Emperor’s tomb. 
If this were proven, it would rewrite Chinese history.

If. 
In fact, the whole theory is pure conjecture, with many 

ifs and maybes yet to be confi rmed. The gap between the 
tomb and any possible evidence-based Greek community 
in central Asia was vast – some 3,400 kilometres – and 
inhabited by many diff erent tribes. There are no accounts 

The First Emperor’s power 
and brutality
Who was the man behind this great army?
The great 1st-century historian, Sima Qian, recounts 

how, in a century before his day, the core of modern 

China was divided between seven warring states. In 

246 BCE, Prince Zheng, aged 13, inherited the throne of 

the most powerful state, Qin (pronounced Chin). On 

coming of age, he discovered that his mother was having 

an affair with his senior adviser. He exiled his mother 

and had her lover torn apart by chariots galloping off in 

different directions. On advice from a mentor, he then 

seized absolute power by conquering all six nearby states. 

It took him 11 years. In 221 BCE, as Qin Shi Huangdi, the 

First Emperor of Qin, he ruled the heart of modern China, 

which gets its name from his own kingdom, Qin. 

Conquest freed up a vast labour force of peasants and 

a vast army. To keep them busy, he set them to work on 

great infrastructure projects that bound his new empire 

together – he oversaw the building of roads, canals, 

palaces, the first Great Wall to keep his people in and the 

northern barbarians out, and of course, his tomb. 

Power made him a terrifying figure. Perhaps this 

stemmed from his looks – pigeon-chested, stooping, 

nothing like today’s sturdy icon – combined with the 

certainty that many people wanted him dead, as several 

assassination attempts proved. He imposed his will 

brutally, according to Sima Qian, burying scholars who 

opposed him while they were still alive, burning banned 

books, standardising the script, currency, dress and even 

the width of wagon-axles. 

Sima Qian probably exaggerated the First Emperor’s 

ruthlessness as an oblique way to criticise the excesses of 

his own emperor, Wu. Still, no one doubts the brutality, 

vision or achievements of the First Emperor

would have originally been 

painted in vibrant colours

TERRACOTTA WARRIORS
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of Chinese making the journey westwards, or of anyone 
coming east. If the road from the tomb reached Lintao, 
it went only 500 kilometres to the edge of the First 
Emperor’s empire. The DNA studies were based on 
bones gathered in southern Xinjiang, more than 2,000 
kilometres from the tomb and 1,500 kilometres beyond 
the First Emperor’s borders. In any event, mummifi ed 
bodies found in Xinjiang are long known to have been 
of mixed race, with many western features, such as 
beards and red or even blonde hair. The terracotta 
head mentioned earlier is in fact from Khalchayan in 

ABOVE The crane was 

believed to be immortal and 

is a symbol of longevity 

Uzbekistan (not Afghanistan, as the documentary stated),
a site excavated in 1959, and it is dated after 176 BCE, 35
years or later after the First Emperor’s death. If there was
any influence between China and Uzbekistan at all, it
more likely flowed from east to west, not west to east.

An archaeologist at the army site, Li Xiuzhen,
actively rejects the idea of Greek influence. It is “just a
hypothesis,” she says, “No solid evidence.” Li, who has
undertaken detailed work on the inscriptions found on
the tomb’s weapons and warriors, points out that all the
names are Chinese. There may be no explanation yet for
the sudden emergence of superb, full-size statues, but
there is no need to downplay Chinese originality or skills
by claiming Greek influence. Despite the enthusiasm
displayed in the documentary, that firm line linking
east and west in 221-210 BCE currently owes more to
imagination than fact.

As far as we can know, the inspiration for these 
life-size warriors came from the emperor himself, a 
consequence of his conquests and his decision to create 
huge infrastructure projects, as recorded by the great 
historian Sima Qian, a century after the First Emperor 
had died.

Like all emperors, one of his major concerns was the 
afterlife. His soul would need care. At the time, Chinese 

ABOVE The swords and 

arrows found with statues 

were often made of bronze

LEFT It’s believed robbers 

targeted the statues for their 

real and valuable weapons

“As far as we can know, the inspiration 
for these life-size warriors came from the 

emperor himself”
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Greek influence spreads
Alexander the Great’s empire and fragments of Greek
pottery shows a flow of Greek culture towards China

Key

Terracotta Army

Alexander the Great’s empire 

Route of Alexander the Great

Found pottery of Greek origin

Present day borders
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people believed the spirit world was ruled in much the 
same way as a Chinese kingdom, with the spirits of the 
ancestors forming a spirit community, which could be 
contacted through temples, priests and rituals. Much 
was disputed, but it was generally accepted that the 
dead could use in the next life what they used in this. 
The richer and more powerful the person, the more 
possessions were needed. An emperor needed an entire 
realm. Sometimes the possessions were real, sometimes 
not. It was enough to represent the idea, in detail, like 
a well-made toy. A small-scale carriage became, after 
burial, a proper spirit carriage. The body should be 
preserved forever, as if to make the spirit-body immortal. 
Some also believed that immortality could be achieved in 
this life, if only one could find the right elixir.

One thing the First Emperor knew from the start 
was that, after death, he would need a suitable tomb, 
and this became one of his grand projects. Mount Li was 
the best site – sacred for centuries with deep soil, and 
55 kilometres from his capital, Xianyang. An army of 
labourers worked on digging the foundations for many 
years. Sima Qian says the force was 700,000 strong and 
that these labourers worked for almost 40 years on the 
project. In fact, a time-and-motion study suggests that 
200 diggers supplying 16,000 earth-carriers could have 
prepared the tomb in two years, shifting 1,000 tonnes 
a day. But that was just the base. All the contents – an 
underground palace and untold treasures – would be 
added only after the emperor’s death, with vast earth-
works still for the tomb-mound to be completed.

Meanwhile, someone (we don’t know exactly who) 
had the idea of making an army of full-sized warriors, 
perhaps to fulfil a demand from the emperor for realistic 
and immortal soldiers. They would need their own tomb, 
but not until after the emperor’s death. First, they had to 
be made. Clay was the obvious material because there 
was (and still is) a lot of it to be found on site. The system 
would have been adapted from bronze casting, which 

ABOVE Two four-horse, 

two-wheeled carriages are the 

jewels of the exhibition halls

BELOW Excavations are 

still ongoing at the pits of 

the tomb

BOTTOM An artist’s 

reconstruction of the 

mausoleum of the emperor

The First 
Emperor’s secret 
weapon
The archers standing among the 
warriors played an important part 
The Terracotta Army’s crossbowmen were the keys to victory, 

and the triggers on each of their bows were the keys to their 

power, because they held the bowstring in place until the 

moment of release. 

Joseph Needham, the great historian of Chinese science, 

wrote that the triggers were, “…among the greatest triumphs of 

ancient metallurgical and engineering practice in any civilisation.” 

The trigger had six pieces of bronze that fitted together on two 

shafts in the stock and the bow. It would cock automatically 

and had the precision of a bolt-action rifle. As Lu Buwei, prime 

minister and weapons supervisor, said, “If the mechanism of a 

crossbow trigger is out of alignment by no more than the size 

of a rice-grain, it will not work.” The weapon was the ancient 

equivalent of a Kalashnikov: sophisticated but easily made 

once production was established, easily dismantled and easily 

maintained. Now, under a scanning electron microscope, 

scientists can see the marks that show how the individual parts 

were ground, filed and polished to perfection, and incised with 

signs to show how the parts of the weapon fitted together. 

Each statue was slightly 

different, with changes 

to their facial features

LEFT The 

crossbow parts 

found on site 

were not used
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had been established for more than 1,000 years. The 
techniques involved the use of smaller moulds, which 
could be modifi ed or personalised before being joined 
together. By the 6th century BCE, several great foundries 
were turning out the mass-production of bronze vessels. 
It was not the technique that was original, but the scale. 
How many would constitute an army? A standard round 
fi gure was a wan (10,000). Well, 1,000 warriors have 
now been restored, there are bits of another 1,000, and 
scholars estimate there may be anything from 6,000 to 
8,000 more. That’s pretty much a wan.

Another oddity was that these clay warriors were 
given real weapons – hundreds of swords, lances, spears, 
halberds, hooks, crossbows with bronze triggers and 
arrows by the ten thousand, all with bronze arrowheads 
(archaeologists have recovered 40,000 of these).

The warriors make an astonishing sight, standing 
in 11 ranks of infantrymen, crossbowmen, horses and 
charioteers, all supervised by offi  cers and a general. There 
are so many diff erent faces that it has been suggested that 
they are portraits of real soldiers. However, it is likely not 
so; the diff erences are created by simply altering features 
– moustaches, noses, hair-styles, eyebrows – to create 
an idealised army of idealised individuals. All are fi ne 
looking. None are wounded, lame or deformed in any way, 
as we might naturally expect some real soldiers to be. 

They would once have looked even more astonishing, 
because all were painted in strong colours. Achieving 
this demanded another army of technicians, as the 
colours (analysed in 2006) had to be made from ground-
up minerals and applied on to coats of lacquer, a sort of 
natural plastic that comes from the sap of lacquer-trees, 
some 200,000 of which made up the bases for colour. 

However, there was no great magic in making these 
magnifi cent fi gures. Several factories make them today, 

The high-rank officer, also known 

as a general, has two layers of 

robes underneath his armour.  

Few high rank officers were found 

in the tomb – only around 20. 

High-rank officer
The mid-rank officer has a 

double-layered hat and fewer 

ribbons for decoration on his 

livery. Square-toed shoes and top 

armour can be seen here. 

Mid-rank officer
The low-ranking officers are 

shorter than their high-ranking 

counterparts, and have a pose 

that is more ready for battle than 

poised gracefully. 

L er

The vast majority of the warriors 

are foot soldiers, armed for 

combat. Most wear armour and 

they have varied hairstyles.

Heavily armed 
foot soldiers

These are much like their heavily 

armed counterparts, but do not 

always wear armour and carry 

fewer weapons. 

Lightly armed
foot soldiers

r t While the my may look uniform, their roles are varied

Some warriors had 

to be pieced back 

together again 

An expert examines 

the statue of a swan 

found at the site
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from desktop statuettes to full-size. A full-size one 
(shipping and insurance included) costs around £1,000. 
That the manufacturing process was routine is suggested 
by the fact that neither Sima Qian nor anyone else 
mentions them, possibly because there were too many 
other vast projects in hand. 

The emperor died in 210 BCE, which unleashed a 
frenzy of work to complete his palaces. A mausoleum had 
to be built in the tomb and that had to be covered in too. 
Countless other pits had to be dug for other artefacts and 
bodies. Six kilometres of walls had to be built, dozens of 
buildings and rooms for monthly rituals. The Terracotta 
Army pits (four of them, though one remained empty) 
were dug, fi lled with clay warriors, offi  cials, horses and 
carriages and roofed over. The main pit, Pit No 1, had 
some 6,000 beams, it was supported by earth walls and 
then covered with soil. This operation alone involved 
some 40,000 labourers, working for around four years. 

Then came catastrophe. The dynasty fell into a 
chaotic civil war that lasted eight years. In that time, 
the main pits of the Terracotta Army were destroyed by 
fi re. In popular accounts, rebels broke in somehow and 
simply started a blaze. However, this would not have 
been possible, as there are no signs of a mass destruction 
by fi re. A chimney-like hole in the roof of Pit No 2 and 
the way some statues have fallen give clues to what 
happened. Rebel troops would have known of the army 
– because such a vast operation could not have been 
secret – and would have known that the thousands of clay

“All are fi ne looking. None are wounded, 
lame or deformed in any way, as we might 
naturally expect some real soldiers to be”

These archers, ready to strike, 

wear light or no armour to help 

them move with ease. They were 

found at the eastern part of Pit 

No 2 within the tomb complex.

g
The kneeling archers are placed 

behind the standing archers, 

reloading ready to take over 

when needed. They all wear a 

coat with armour on the outside. 

Kneeling archers
These differ from the coachman 

statues that drive the bronze 

chariots. They are armed and 

walk with their horses, attached 

by reins.

Cavalry
The horses in the tomb 

life-size, just like the sol

horses were found in Pit

the tomb and more in ot

saddled and ready for co

Horses

chariot models found 20 metres west of the mausoleum and are the

largest, earliest and best-preserved bronze statues in China. 

ABOVE A bronze halberd

found on site

ABOVE Stone armour was 

believed to repel ghosts

soldiers had real and extremely valuable bronze weapons,
including crossbows. 

So, what really happened to cause the blaze? A 
possible (and more plausible) scenario: a team digs down 
and enters with fl aming torches to see in the darkness. 
In their haste, they push over some soldiers, but they 
get only about 40 metres when a torch is dropped and 
a wooden pillar catches fi re. Smoke quickly drives out 
the troops – no skeletons were found down there. The 
fi re, slowed by lack of oxygen, settles in the wooden roof, 
where it starts what is called a ‘seam fi re’. Seam fi res are 
common in abandoned coal mines, burning slowly for 

The author inspects  

a terracotta head with 

experts in China
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years, even decades. While the Qin falls and the Han 
dynasty takes over, under the weight of soil, the roof 
collapses on to the soldiers, breaking them, burying them 
and sealing them under the baked earth where they lie 
forgotten for 2,176 years until the Yang brothers dig 
through and reveal them. 

That initial find in 1974 was just a start. Since then, 
finds have been varied and awe-inspiring – and even 
gruesome. One was revealed in 1978: two bronze, four-
horse, two-wheeled carriages were found, half-size but 
otherwise superbly realistic, except that when they were 
found they had been crushed into 3,000 pieces. It took 
eight years to piece them together. The second carriage 
is enclosed, presumably the emperor’s, ready to take 
him around his spirit empire. Today, they are the crown 
jewels of the exhibition halls.

In 1997-98, another pit revealed thousands of flakes 
of limestone, the remains of some 200 suits of stone 
armour. Obviously, it was not for wearing, being both too 
heavy and too fragile. Some larger flakes were for horse-
armour – spirit-armour for spirit-horses. No one can yet 
be sure why it was made, though a later inscription says 
that stone is effective against ghosts. 

Other finds included some 400 ‘stable-pits’, 100 of 
which have been opened; some contain the skeletons 
of horses, apparently buried alive, and others contain 
a kneeling terracotta groom. 17 tombs contained the 
remains of men and women who had been executed, 
with their limbs cut off. A graveyard of 100 skeletons 
of convict workers was found, some with clay tablets 
identifying where they come from. 

There were also many bronze bells, weights and 
porcelain. There was a workshop for making stone pipes 

Mysteries of the tomb
Archaeologists may have uncovered a huge number of 
soldiers, but what still waits beneath the ground?

There are so many mysteries yet to be 

solved. No one yet knows the full extent 

of the site, which has grown with each new 

discovery, almost doubling to 100 square 

kilometres. No one yet knows exactly how 

many warriors there are; excavations must 

wait until conditions are better, for revealing 

the warriors exposes them to damp. 

The greatest mystery of all, though, 

surrounds the tomb. Some 50-75 metres 

high (depending on which side is measured), 

and at about 350 metres per side, it is a little 

smaller than the Great Pyramid. Nobody 

knows what is in there. Drilling suggests that 

there are walls measuring at least 80 x 50 

metres, rising some 10 metres above ground 

level, containing treasures untold. Sima Qian, 

the historian, speaks of palaces, towers, the 

bodies of 100 officials and flowing mercury 

representing China’s rivers, all guarded by 

crossbows to fire automatically at intruders. 

But writing a century later after years of 

turmoil, how could he have known? Most 

scholars conclude that he was exaggerating. 

On the other hand, in 1982, a test found 

that one small area was producing mercury 

vapour at least five times the background 

level. In the past, mercury was used to 

preserve dead bodies. Other methods 

were also used, often quite effectively, as 

a tomb discovered in 1972-74 revealed – a 

marchioness who died only 30 years after the 

emperor and was so well preserved inside a 

nest of five coffins that her skin and joints 

were still flexible. Perhaps the emperor is lying 

in state, well preserved, surrounded by a mass 

of burial goods. 

The excavation would be long, difficult 

and possibly dangerous. It would have to 

be done inside a vast air-locked and air-

conditioned laboratory. No one is even 

thinking of such a project at the moment.

As archaeologists 

reveal secrets, many 

more remain buried 

More than 6,000 

carefully crafted clay 

warriors stand in line

It’s believed there 

could be as many as 

10,000 soldiers
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“17 tombs contained the 
remains of men and women 

who had been executed”

and limestone blocks and a collection of terracotta fi gures 
known as ‘acrobats’. These statues are very diff erent in 
style from the thousands of diff erent warriors – one as 
paunchy as a heavyweight wrestler, others with arms 
raised as if they were dancing. 

A water garden with a collection of 46 bronze birds 
was also discovered in 2003. It contained 15 terracotta 
fi gures in odd positions; perhaps musicians ready to play 
long-vanished instruments.

In 2011, archaeologists at the site published the 
results of detective work done on the bronze weapons. 
229 crossbow triggers and several hundred of the 
40,000 arrowheads reveal how the artisans were divided 
into production groups, keeping the quality uniform. 
Inscriptions on the lances and halberds name offi  cials, 
the year of manufacture, even individual workers (one 
halberd was supervised by Prime Minister Lu Buwei, 
and made by a worker called Diao). Many of the weapons 
actually date from 244-228 BCE, after the First Emperor 
came to the throne in 246 BCE, but before unifi cation in 
221 BCE. 

Archaeologists now expect more fi nds to be made, 
which will no doubt solve some problems and present 
others. Perhaps among the signatures on newly found 
treasures there will be one in Greek script – the smoking 
gun that would, at a stroke, truly rewrite the history of 
ancient China. 

E X P L O R E R’ S E S S E N T I A L S

T E R R AC O T TA  A R M Y

Essential information
Where Visiting the The Museum of Qin 

Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses in China 

is made simpler by the fact that it is such a 

world-renowned destination. Buses to the site 

from Xi’an train station (numbers 914 and 915) 

run every few minutes throughout the day 

and take around one hour to get to the site. 

Reaching Xi’an itself is also fairly fuss-

free, as airports around the word fly to 

Xi’an Xianyang International Airport via 

connections, including London Gatwick. Entry 

to the tomb and museum is ¥150/75  between 

Mar-Nov and ¥120/60 Dec-Feb. Opening is 

8.30am-5.30pm Mar-Nov or 5pm Dec-Feb.

When to visit The weather between 

March and May is not too hot or cold, and 

an autumn visit (September/October) 

would be similar. 

Time zone UTC+8:00

Currency Renminbi

INDIA

JAPAN

MONGOLIA

CH I NA

Hong 
Kong

Beijing

Links
www.shangri-la.com/xian/shangrila/ Official website for the Shangri-La Hotel, Xi’an

www.chinahighlights.com Company offering organised tours to China and its landmarks

www.cnto.org Website for organisation called China Like Never Before, which gives tourist 

information and travel tips

03 
things
to see
& do

Avoid the crowds 

Some days are 

extremely busy at 

the site. Avoid visiting on 

National Day (1-7 October)

and the Labour Day holiday

(1-3 May).

Get the best view

The best view of the 

impressive sight is 

from the front of the vault,

at the sides. This is where 

most visitors will flock, so 

get there early. 

Big Wild Goose Pagoda

Beyond the Terracotta 

Army, the Big Wild 

Goose Pagoda is one 

of Xi’an’s most iconic 

monuments. A spectacular 

view awaits at the top.

Where to stay
Luxury

Shangri-La Hotel

This hotel offers a luxurious 

blend of tradition and 

modern style. An on-site 

spa offers massages to help 

you relax after a long day’s 

exploration and food and 

drink are also available. The 

hotel offers tours to the 

Terracotta warriors. Rooms 

from £89 ($110) a night. 

Mid-range

Xi’an Titan Times Hotel

With rooms starting at 

£28 ($34) per night, this is 

a comfortable alternative 

to either budget or luxury 

accommodation. It offers 

free Wi-Fi, plus a restaurant, 

bar and gym on site. Suites 

and family rooms are also 

available for those travelling 

with others. 

Budget

Xi’an Travelling with Hostel

This hostel is definitely 

basic in terms of facilities, 

providing travellers with 

simply a bed and bathroom. 

But for prices ranging around 

£15 ($18) per night, it’s a 

great way to stay within easy 

travelling distance to the 

historical warriors without 

breaking the bank. 

Terracotta Army

The warriors all have 

slightly different 

features 
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In a startling echo of the rediscovery of Richard 

III in Leicester in 2012, archaeologists are now 

contemplating whether another Medieval king 

might be lurking underneath the tarmac of a 

20th-century car park – this time, at Reading Gaol. If 

true, it’s an ignominious resting place for a son of William the 

Conqueror. Unlike Richard III, who was hastily buried after 

losing the crown at the Battle of Bosworth, Henry I reigned for 

35 years and his funeral saw all the pomp and pageantry due 

to an English monarch. It was only centuries after his death 

that his grave was lost and Henry became a forgotten king.

Henry was the youngest son of William the Conqueror 

and not in a strong position to inherit the throne when his 

father died in 1087. His eldest brother Robert was given the 

family’s traditional powerbase in Normandy, while middle 

brother William was given the kingdom of England and took 

the throne as William II. Henry had to settle for a lump sum 

of cash and the understanding that he would be granted land 

in England, although William II soon seized that from him, 

leaving Henry landless and with few prospects for the future.

It all changed 13 years later during the confusion that 

followed the death of William II in a hunting accident in the 

New Forest. Henry grasped the initiative, taking advantage of 

Robert’s absence abroad. Henry rode to Winchester and put 

forward his claim for the throne before Robert could react, 

being crowned only three days after William died.

Has yet another king been hiding under a car park? 
If so, why does this keep happening? 
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FOUR MORE  
LOST KINGS

Henry I and Richard III were not the 
only monarchs to go awol in  

the afterlife

Stephen of Blois
Reign: 1135 - 1154
Stephen struggled through civil war to 

keep a hold on the throne after Henry 

I died and he also struggled for peace 

after his death in 1154. Like Henry, he 

was buried in an abbey he founded – 

Faversham in Kent – and also like Henry, 

the tomb was lost after the abbey was 

dissolved under Henry VIII. Local legend suggests that Stephen’s 

bones were dumped in a nearby creek before being retrieved 

and reburied in an unmarked grave in Faversham’s Church of 

Saint Mary of Charity.

Richard I 
Reign: 1189 - 1199
The Lionheart died after being struck 

by a crossbow bolt while laying siege to 

Châlus-Chabrol in Limousin. He chose 

to be buried near his father and mother, 

Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine, at 

Fontevraud Abbey in Anjou. The royal 

threesome lay there for six centuries 

until French Revolutionaries took possession of the abbey, 

destroyed the bodies (although the tombs were spared) and 

turned it into a prison. Only Richard’s heart, buried separately in 

Rouen Cathedral, avoided the destruction.

James IV of Scotland
Reign: 1488 - 1513
 James died at the battle of Flodden, 

Northumberland. A body thought to 

be his was left unburied at Sheen Priory 

in Surrey, probably because James had 

been excommunicated. Some think that 

he was eventually buried at the church 

of Saint Michael Wood Street, now 

destroyed and the site of a pub called the Red Herring. Wishful 

Scottish thinking suggests that James was secretly buried north 

of the border and at least four places have claimed to have had 

this privilege.

Alfred the Great
Reign: 871 - 889
Alfred certainly did not have a restful 

burial. Initially interred in Winchester’s 

Old Minster, his body was moved after 

four years to the New Minster. 200 

years later, the monks moved to Hyde 

Abbey and took Alfred with them. His 

grave was left untouched during the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries, only to be dug up when a prison 

was constructed on the site in 1788. A number of bones have 

since been recovered, but the chances of positively identifying 

any of them are slim.

35 years of Henrician rule followed, during which the 

new king built up his power. He was certainly a strong ruler, 

even successfully invading Normandy and taking control of 

the duchy from his brother – Robert spent the last 18 years 

of his life imprisoned in England. But Henry has also been 

commended for his domestic reforms. His reign marked a 

shift away from personal monarchy towards the beginnings of 

a modern bureaucracy; the exchequer was developed to deal 

with royal revenues and royal justices began to tour the shires 

to reinforce local administration.

Henry also understood the power of the church. Although 

he was not particularly pious in his early life, he began to take 

more interest in religion after the death of his son, William 

Adelin, when the White Ship sank in 1120. In particular, Henry 

gave land to the Cluniac order to found a new abbey in 

Reading in 1121. Reading Abbey was slowly constructed, but 

was still incomplete when Henry I died in 1135.

Henry famously breathed his last after gorging himself on 

a surfeit of lampreys against the advice of his doctors. It was 

his intention that he be buried in the monastery he founded 

at Reading, but that would not be so easy, as he died in 

Normandy. It would take time to return the body to England, 

so Henry’s entrails, heart, eyes and brain – the bits most likely 

BOTTOM Archaeologists 

surveyed with ground-

penetrating radar and have 

spotted three graves which 

potentially contain royalty

ABOVE A later portrait of 

Henry I taken from Cassell’s 

History of England, 1902

BELOW Despite the 

previous importance of 

Reading Abbey, today it 

stands in ruins
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HENRY I

to rot – were removed. The entrails and brain were buried 

in the priory of Notre Dame du Pré, close to the Norman 

capital, Rouen. The rest of his body was embalmed and 

taken to the Abbey of Saint Stephen at Caen until the English 

Channel was calm enough to sail across. He eventually made 

the trip, sewn into a bull’s hide to try to slow decomposition. 

It wasn’t until January 1136, more than a month after he died, 

that Henry was buried before the high altar in Reading Abbey.

“Not many people are aware of how important Henry 

was to the town of Reading,” local historian Lindsay Mullaney 

told Explore History. “In many ways he can claim to be the 

founding father of the Reading we know today.”

Henry continued to infl uence Reading Abbey after his 

death – being the burial place of a king gave it enhanced 

status. The abbey grew steadily richer as other monarchs 

off ered monetary support and it became a site of pilgrimage 

in Medieval England after being donated several relics, most 

notably the mummifi ed hand of Saint James. It was chosen 

as the burial place of several minor royals and nobles and 

was the venue for the wedding of John of Gaunt in 1359 and 

Edward IV’s contentious marriage to Elizabeth Woodville in 

1464. Henry III often visited three or four times a year, staying 

for several weeks at a time.

Yet it all came crashing down – literally – during the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries. Despite being generally 

supportive of Henry VIII during the divorce controversy, the 

last abbot, Hugh Faringdon, was accused of high treason. 

He was hanged, drawn and quartered in front of the abbey 

in 1539, his death sentence supposedly passed before the 

trial ended. Reading Abbey had already surrendered to the 

king and the monks were granted pensions to ensure their 

compliance. The buildings of the abbey were extensively 

robbed after they left, with lead, glass and stones removed for 

reuse elsewhere.

Some parts of the abbey survived, at least for a time. 

Reading School continued to use the hospitium refectory, as it 

had since 1486, but the council also took over part of the same 

building for a new town hall. Between 1785 and 1786, the old 

refectory was dismantled and replaced with the building that 

eventually became the current town hall – Reading School 

moved to an alternative site in 1871. At the other end of the 

abbey site, old buildings were used to house prisoners before 

being replaced by a county goal and then by the current 

Reading Gaol in 1844 (although the prison was closed in 2013 

and the long-term future of the building remains unclear).

A local Catholic businessman, James Wheble, acquired 

the rest of the land that the ruins of the abbey stand on. 

He oversaw the building of Saint James’s Church, which 

opened in 1840, adjoining to what is now a nursery school. 

The leftover land was sold to the town and used to create 

Forbury Gardens, a landscaped park that incorporated the 

few surviving abbey walls.

Now, all that can be seen are the remains of the chapter 

house and some domestic buildings like the dormitories – yet 

even they cannot be viewed from close up. 

“The remains had to be closed to the public,” said 

Mullaney. “They were used by the town with all sorts of fetes, 

events and religious processions, but it became too dangerous 

“He was hanged, drawn and quartered 
in front of the abbey in 1539, his death 

sentence passed before the trial ended”

King Henry 

I painted  in 

around 1626 
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because bits of the rubble were falling off. What we have now

is not the abbey as it would have been because the stone was

robbed and only the flint core remains standing.”

Given such destruction and rebuilding over the past 500

years, it is hardly surprising that the grave of Henry I has been

lost in the fog of history. To misquote Oscar Wilde – who

spent 18 months incarcerated in Reading Gaol, metres from

the burial place of Henry I – to lose one king may be regarded

as a misfortune, to lose two looks like carelessness. The

similarity between the case of Henry I and that of Richard III

is unmistakable.

Henry I and Richard III were both younger sons who did

not expect to inherit the throne. Like Henry I, Richard III was

buried in a monastery – in the case of the last Plantagenet, at

Greyfriars Priory in Leicester. Also like Henry I, the grave of

Richard III was lost, but was eventually rediscovered under a

department of social services car park in 2012. Could Henry I

also be concealed by the tarmac of an urban car park?

A further link between the two Medieval monarchs was

Philippa Langley, the historian who was the driving force

behind the search for Richard III. It was through Langley’s 

involvement that the search for Henry I began.

Langley visited Reading in the autumn of 2013 as part of 

a tour to promote her book The King’s Grave: The Search For 

Richard III. She was approached by several people who hoped 

that she could help bring the forgotten stones of Reading 

Abbey back to life.

“Their town had a story to tell and an unfi nished history,” 

said Langley. “Residents of this often-overlooked, commercial 

hub wanted to tell its historical story.”

Langley helped to instigate the Hidden Abbey Project, 

joining forces with Lindsay Mullaney and her husband, John 

who is also a local historian. Together they sought permission 

from key landowners on the former site of the Medieval 

abbey. The Diocese of Portsmouth and Reading Borough 

Council were quick to come on board, and after the sale of 

Reading Gaol was announced in the autumn of 2015, the 

“Their town had a story to tell. Residents 
of this often-overlooked, commercial hub 

wanted to tell its historical story”

THEN& 
NOW

C.1870

A memorial cross 

dedicated to 

Henry I in Forbury 

Gardens, Reading

ABOVE A depiction of 

Henry I’s coronation
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HENRY I

A SURFEIT OF
LAMPREYS

It was the chronicler,

Henry of Huntingdon, 

who recorded in the 12th 

century that Henry I died 

after eating, “a surfeit of 

lampreys.” The lamprey, an 

eel-like fish without a jaw, has 

a toothed, funnel-like mouth 

and attaches itself to prey 

much like a leech. They might 

not sound like a delicacy but 

they were widely eaten across 

Medieval Europe, especially 

during Lent as they had a 

meatier taste than other fish.

It took Henry a week to 

die, during which time he had 

a chance to put his affairs in 

order. The king had hoped 

that the transfer of power to 

the new monarch after him 

would be a smooth one. 

He was wrong.

The death of a Medieval 

king always caused some 

instability, but in Henry’s 

case it was particularly 

problematic. After his only 

legitimate son drowned

aboard the White Ship in 

1120, the country faced a 

new succession crisis. Henry 

favoured the crown going 

to his daughter, Matilda. 

However, some of those who 

couldn’t handle a female 

ruler championed his nine 

illegitimate sons, in particular, 

Robert of Gloucester.

Yet the quickest to act 

on Henry’s death was his 

nephew, Stephen of Blois, 

who crossed the English 

Channel from Boulogne and 

was proclaimed king by the 

crowds of London. 

However, Stephen didn’t 

sit secure on the throne. 

Matilda refused to give up 

without a fight and a 19-year 

civil war known as the 

Anarchy dragged on until 

Stephen’s death. 

If only Henry had chosen 

chicken instead of lampreys, 

war might have been averted.

ABOVE Lampreys are still considered a delicacy in France, Spain, 

Portugal and Finland

How did overindulgence in eels 
lead to civil war?

Ministry of Justice agreed to allow investigation on their land. 

“The project finally reached critical mass,” Langley explained. 

“Two years after the people of Reading had approached 

me, and with the team in Reading now bringing in the local 

expertise to guide the research project forward, they would 

now make this story their own.”

However, it was clear from the start that this was not 

going to be a treasure hunt for the bones of a king who had 

been dead for nearly 900 years. Unlike the Richard III dig, the 

Reading investigation did not hinge on finding Henry I.

“The Hidden Abbey Project is most definitely not about 

trying to find Henry’s remains,” said Mullaney. “In fact Historic 

England, who have to give permission for archaeological 

excavation on such a site, have told us that this would not be 

a sufficiently sound archaeological reason for an excavation.”

Essentially, digging up the bones of a Medieval king 

alone is not a good enough reason to disturb the ancient 

monument. Historians and archaeologists already know 

where Henry is buried – in front of the high altar – it’s just 

that the exact location of the high altar is no longer known. 

However, Historic England did want to understand more 

about the history of the abbey. In investigating this, the team 

aimed to plot the abbey’s precise layout and location. As 

such, the investigation may reveal the position of the high 

altar, and with it the resting place of Henry I – but that is not 

the primary purpose of the project.

“The purpose of the Hidden Abbey Project is to ascertain 

the true nature and extent of Henry I’s abbey and its place 

in the history of monastic houses, especially Benedictine 

monastic buildings,” Mullaney explained.

In June 2016, investigations began with the use of ground-

penetrating radar to map the underground remains of the 

abbey. Archaeologists surveyed underneath Forbury Gardens 

and around Saint James’s Church, but the most exciting 

revelation was discovered underneath what is now the car 

park of Reading Gaol.

“The ground-penetrating radar survey has uncovered the 

eastern end of the Medieval abbey church beneath what 

ABOVE A plaque at Reading 

Abbey marks Henry I’s burial 

and important work there

BELOW The burial of Henry 

I took place in front of 

Reading Abbey’s high altar – 

but where is it now?

BELOW (middle)  From 

some angles, the majesty of 

the old abbey can be seen

BOTTOM Celebrating the 

Reading Abbey Revealed 

project, which aims to reopen 

the historic site to visitors
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Visitors were able to visit 
the ruins of the abbey, shown 
here in the late 19th century 

Many depictions of Henry 
I exist, including this one 
dating from the 13th century

Reading’s Forbury Gardens, 
next to the abbey ruins

Part of the area to be 
examined is within the 
grounds of Reading prison

Reading Abbey c.1870, with a 

park keeper standing guard 

before the central arch

The martyrdom of Hugh 
Faringdon, last abbot of 

Reading in a painting c.1917
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HERITAGE AT RISK
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Tarmacking over a Medieval king is not an ideal way

to champion our heritage. So, what safeguards are in 

place to prevent other historic sites from sharing the 

same unfortunate fate?

Henry VIII’s commissioners had little interest 

in preserving the past when they dissolved the 

monasteries, but modern attitudes are far different. 

If there is a chance that historic remains will be 

disturbed or destroyed by work proposed in planning

applications, would-be developers must commission 

archaeological work, ranging from a desktop 

assessment to a full excavation.

Important archaeological sites and historic buildings 

may also be deemed scheduled monuments or listed 

buildings, and are protected by more rigorous controls. 

There are around 20,000 scheduled monuments 

and 500,000 listed buildings in the UK – of those in

England, Historic England deemed 5,341 to be ‘at risk’ 

in their 2016 survey, an improvement from 5,478 the 

year before.

Of course, these protections only help in cases 

where historic remains are known, or at least 

suspected. Who knows how many important sites 

have already been lost to the mists of time?

How can we protect our past to ensure no more sites go the way of Reading Abbey?

HENRY I

Reading Abbey is now a scheduled 

monument – if he was around today, 

Henry VIII would face a battle with 

Historic England

Medieval king is buried under the car park and his remains are 

verified, it could stimulate future prosperity for the residents 

of modern-day Reading. In 2015, the discovery and reburial 

of Richard III saw the city of Leicester catapulted into the 

national and international news. The discovery spurred many 

tourists to flock to the often-overlooked city, boosting the 

local economy by an estimated £60 million over 2.5 years. 

The people of Reading hope that a similar impact may be felt 

through the ‘Henry effect’.

Reading Town Council is already redeveloping the Abbey 

Quarter, conserving and reopening the existing abbey ruins 

and adding a new gallery to the nearby Reading Museum. 

Meanwhile, the Hidden Abbey Project team wants to 

broaden their search in order to improve their understanding 

of the lost parts of the abbey. Should they uncover their lost 

king, he might be reburied in a kind of spectacular ceremony 

similar to the one that saw Richard III moved to his new grave 

in Leicester Cathedral in 2015. It is the start of some truly 

exciting times for this surprisingly historic town in the midst of 

London’s commuter belt.

Whatever happens at the site in the future, the potential 

discovery of a second car-park king has shown that the past 

holds as much fascination for the current generation as it 

always has. As Langley noted, “Historic England is on the 

cusp of offering this Thames Valley town, and its people, an 

exciting new future.”

“Henry I may never be found – he may be 
stuck underneath a nursery or his grave 

may have been destroyed”

is now the Ministry of Justice car park,” explained Langley. 

“The chancel, apse and ambulatory areas are shown in quite 

stunning detail. Three potential grave slots are also marked in 

this location. Two are positioned beside each other towards 

the eastern wall of the apse with the third slightly further 

west, with half of it seemingly under the dividing wall with the 

playground of the adjacent nursery school.”

Uncovering graves at a monastic site is nothing 

spectacular – Reading Abbey would have been studded with 

the graves of monks and patrons. However, the position of 

these particular graves raises an intriguing possibility.

“It is currently believed that the high altar is located in the 

choir of the church, which would place the grave of Henry 

I further west under the nursery school building next to 

Saint James’s Church,” said Langley. “Recently, the eastern 

playground of the nursery has also been suggested, and either 

of these locations might be correct. This is because we know 

that Henry was buried in front of the high altar. However, if 

the original (Norman) high altar is located against the eastern 

wall of the apse, as seen for example at Tewkesbury Abbey, 

then one of the two graves positioned side by side in the car 

park could be Henry’s.”

The Hidden Abbey Project team is not getting carried 

away. Archaeological excavation is the next step, with the aim 

of revealing whether the high altar is indeed on the eastern 

wall, as at Reading Abbey’s contemporary, Tewkesbury Abbey.

“Until we can place a targeted trench in the car park to 

uncover and fully understand the east end of the Norman 

abbey church, and potentially locate its high altar, we have 

only these various hypotheses to go on,” said Langley.

Henry I may never be found, of course – he may be 

stuck underneath a nursery or his grave may even have 

been completely destroyed in later building work. But if the 

ABOVE Seals of Henry I, 

top showing a seated figure, 

bottom with a riding figure, 

with inscriptions at the edges
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Jerusalem is the holiest 
and the most fought-over 
city on earth. What’s more, 
excavations in the city are 
constantly revealing new 
and important artefacts

In Jerusalem, even a pile of rocks is signifi cant. 
Early in 2016, archaeologists working for the 
Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) found heaped 
up rocks and stones while investigating part of 

a Russian compound in central Jerusalem, which is set 
to be the site of a new art school campus. But, this being 
Jerusalem, these were stones that told a story of blood 
and terror, of the gods and of God.

Judea had long been a fractious part of the Roman 
Empire, the unhappiness of its subjects worsened by a 
series of inept governors. In the chaos that surrounded 
the fi nal years of Emperor Nero’s rule and the fi ghting 
following his death, the Jews rose in revolt, declaring an 
independent state with its capital in Jerusalem and its 
heart in the great Temple Mount. But when Vespasian 
took control of the empire, he dispatched his son, Titus, 
a Roman general to put down the Jewish revolt. So, in 70 
CE, Titus laid siege to Jerusalem. Under his command 
were four legions – about 60,000 men – and inside the 
city were about half a million Jews, most of them families. 
They were caught up in what had become a death trap.

Despite having four years to prepare for the Roman 
attack, the new Jewish state had squandered energy 
and manpower on internal fi ghting. The gangs of three 
warlords fought through the streets of Jerusalem, even 
into the temple itself. Worship and sacrifi ce nevertheless 
continued, as hundreds of thousands of pilgrims arrived 
in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover in April 70 CE. There, 
residents and pilgrims were trapped as Titus invaded. 

The rebels were confi dent they could withstand 
the Romans. Jerusalem itself was ringed by walls and 
watchtowers and at its centre, the Temple Mount was 
as much citadel as place of worship. The Third Wall, 
begun by Herod Agrippa between 41 and 44 CE, which 
protected the more vulnerable northern side of the city, 
had fi nally been completed. We have a witness to what 
happened next in the appalled and self-exculpatory work 
of Josephus, one of the leaders of the Jewish revolt who, 
after being captured, defected to the Romans and became 
interpreter to Titus. Standing beside his new master 
outside Jerusalem, Josephus looked upon a city that held 
his own parents as well as many friends. It must have 
looked impregnable. “Many towers, 10.6 metres high and 
10.6 metres wide, each surmounted with lofty chambers 
and with great tanks for rain water, guarded the whole 
circuit of the walls, 90 being in the fi rst wall, 14 in the 
second and 60 in the third.” 

JERUSALEM
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It was this Third Wall that Titus attacked first. And it 
was the debris of this assault that Israeli archaeologists 
found in the Russian compound, scattered in front of the 
excavated line of the wall. Doctor Rina Avner, excavation 
director for the Israel Antiquities Authority, described 
how they found, “…a section of an enormous wall that 
is more than 1.9 metres wide and more than 70 ballista 
stones right in front of the wall. My hair stands on end 
because the feeling of the battle is so very real.” She 
went on to explain how the Roman legions employed 
their siege weapons against the Jewish defenders: 
“The bombardment was intended to attack the sentries 
guarding the wall and provide cover for the Roman forces 
so they could approach with battering rams and thereby 
breach the city’s defences.”

The Romans did breach the defences. 
The Jews, however, fought on.
Titus stormed the second wall, then had to retake it all 

over again when the Jews counterattacked. He invested 
the city, building a wall to seal the inhabitants into a city 
tomb, and then he settled down to let famine do its work. 
According to Josephus, people walked, “…like shadows, all
swollen with famine, and fell down dead …a deep silence 
and a kind of deadly night seized the city.”  The Romans 
crucified anyone who attempted to escape, sometimes 
killing 500 people a day: the Mount of Olives was covered
with crosses.

Finally, at the end of July, Titus ordered his legions to 
make the final attack on the temple. The defenders fought
for every stone, but they were overwhelmed and fire 
spread in the wake of the madness. The Temple Mount, 
the seat of God’s presence on Earth, burned.

This was not the first time the Temple Mount, and 
Jerusalem, the city that wombed it, had burned. The 
temple the Roman legions burned and then razed to the 
ground was known as the Second Temple but, in reality, 

the temple had been built and rebuilt many more times 
than that. The place of God’s presence on earth was a 
place to fight for, and fight over.

The first settlement on the site of Jerusalem appeared 
around 5000 BCE. But the question arises: why should 
anyone build a settlement there in the first place? The site 
is far from trading routes, set amid the Judean hills that 
freeze in winter and bake in summer, with only a spring 
to make the place habitable. The first people to live there, 
the Canaanites, dug a channel through the rock from 
the spring to their settlement, making it better able to 
withstand a siege. Even in its earliest incarnation, there 
are hints that Jerusalem was a sacred place: Abraham, 
the ‘Father of Peoples’, was greeted by Melchizedek, 
the priest-king of Salem when he arrived in the land 
promised to him. But it was with David’s conquest of the 
city that Jerusalem became the fulcrum upon which so 

Jerusalem has changed 

hands many times  

over the years

ABOVE Christians believe 

that Jesus prophesied the 

destruction the Romans 

would bring to Jerusalem

ABOVE An 18th century 

depiction of Jerusalem, from  

a Georgian travelogue by 

Timothy Gabashvili
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much history would revolve. As David’s life (c.1040-c.970
BCE) coincided with a three-century period of chaos in
the great empires of the Middle East – and a consequent
dearth of records – some historians concluded that he
was a mythical founding figure, akin to Aeneas being
dragooned from the Trojan War by Virgil to act as the
founder of Rome. But then in 1993, archaeologists found
an inscription from the 9th century BCE that called the
kings of Judah ‘the house of David’.

More recently, archaeologist Eilat Mazar has
discovered what she believes to be the remains of
David’s palace in the City of David quarter of Jerusalem.
In addition to the large stone structure that the
archaeologists have unearthed, they also found a bulla (a
seal) made of clay, with writing on it. Doctor Mazar took
the bulla home to puzzle over the inscription. “Well into
the night, when the children were asleep and the house
was quiet, I began to study it. Slowly, I deciphered the
name in the first line: Yehuchal. I pulled out a Biblical
encyclopedia. There he was, as large as life – in the book

Jerusalem’s pilgrims

“The Temple Mount, the seat of God’s 
presence on Earth, burned”

of the prophet Jeremiah: King Zedekiah sent Yehuchal, 
(Jehucal in English Bibles) son of Shelemiah, to the 
prophet Jeremiah to pray for the people (Jeremiah 37:3).”

In Jerusalem, the stones speak. But not just stones: 
pieces of scrap papyrus tell tales too, and they’re valuable. 
There are robbers who specialise in finding and stealing 
ancient artefacts, trading them on an international black 
market worth billions. But in 2012, as part of a sting 
operation, the IAA caught thieves trying to sell a piece of 
papyrus to a dealer. Radiocarbon dating showed that the 
papyrus dated from the 7th century BCE – it had been 
able to survive for so long because of the dryness of the 
cave in the Judean Desert where it was found. This piece 
of papyrus, centuries older than the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
would have been of interest whatever it said, but the 
find made headlines for what it did say: “From the king’s 
maidservant, from Naharat, jars of wine, to Jerusalem.” 
This is the earliest mention of Jerusalem in a Hebrew 
source outside of the Bible. According to Doctor Eitan 
Klein, deputy director of the IAA’s Unit for the Prevention 
of Antiquities Robbery, “The document represents 
extremely rare evidence of the existence of an organised 
administration in the Kingdom of Judah. It underscores 
the centrality of Jerusalem as the economic capital of the 
kingdom in the second half of the 7th century BCE.” (As 
for the thieves, 14 were arrested and jailed for 18 years.)

These finds indicate how the past is made present in 
Jerusalem today. But in a city that has been – and still 
is – contested, the past presses down on the present in a 
way that is not matched anywhere else. Indeed, any new 
archaeological discoveries in Jerusalem are so fraught 
with implications that some governments would prefer to 
end archaeological investigations altogether. A UNESCO 
resolution, passed in October 2016, deeply deplored,  
“…the failure of Israel, the occupying power, to cease the 
persistent excavations and works in East Jerusalem 
particularly in and around the Old City.”

This serves to illustrate that, in Jerusalem, history is 
alive in a way unparalleled elsewhere and, being alive, 
it’s dangerous too. Due to its place at the intersection 

BELOW A 19th-century 

reconstruction of Jerusalem 

and the Temple of Herod

The faithful have been coming to Jerusalem for 

millennia. Here’s what led them there
Jerusalem is built on pilgrimage. The 

endless stream of pilgrims provided 

the wealth to build the city and its 

temples, churches and mosques, and 

they continue to this day. Jews come 

to visit the Western Wall; some also 

visit Temple Mount although the Israeli 

government forbids Jewish prayer 

there. Through history, many Jews, 

Christians and Muslims have made 

the final pilgrimage to Jerusalem after 

death, wishing to be buried in or near 

the city that they might be first to 

share in the resurrection of the dead 

on the last day. Christians walk the 

Via Dolorosa, the path through the 

city that Jesus walked on the way to 

his crucifixion on Golgotha and his 

resurrection three days later. Muslims 

follow the path Muhammad took on his 

steed, Buraq, from Mecca to Jerusalem, 

where he ascended into the heavens 

and received from God instruction as to 

how often Muslims must pray.
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ABOVE An evocative  

scene of prayer at the 

Western wall, from the early 

20th century
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of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, the city is one of
imagination and spirit. Indeed, so great a part does it play
in some people’s imagination that Jerusalem syndrome,
a psychotic episode triggered by visiting the city, is a
recognised mental illness.

The pivotal role Jerusalem plays in Christianity is
in large part down to the response of a sect of Jewish
worshippers when they heard reports of the advance of
Titus’s legions towards the city in 70 CE. Mindful of the
prophecies left to them by Jesus, they fled the city, for he
had left them in no doubt as to what was to come: “When
you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognise
that her desolation is near. Then let those in Judea flee
to the mountains, those who are in the midst of the city
must leave, and those in the country must not enter the
city, because these are days of vengeance.”

Although many scholars think these prophecies were
inserted into the Gospels after the destruction of the
temple, others argue that they were deeply rooted in
Jewish apocalyptic thought and could quite plausibly
have been made by Jesus a generation before Titus
arrived in Judea.

Jesus’s warnings left no doubt as to the horror that 
was to come and the destruction that awaited the temple. 
“Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be 
left upon another which will not be torn down… Woe to 
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 
babies in those days. But pray that it may not happen in 
the winter.” At least it was not winter.

Titus took the loot of the city and the pick of the 
prisoners back to Rome for one of the most spectacular 
triumphs in the city’s history. The war was re-enacted, 
in heroic tableaux, the prisoners were paraded and then 
executed, and the relics of the Holy of Holies from the 
temple – the golden table, the menorah and the law – 
were displayed before profane eyes. The Arch of Titus, 
which still stands in Rome, commemorates his victory; 
the spoils paid for the construction of the Colosseum.

Despite the sufferings visited upon them, the Jews 
did not give up. Two further wars broke out from 115-117 
and 132-136. Following the latter, and such severe losses, 
the XXII legion was disbanded; the Emperor Hadrian 
outlawed the Jewish religion; the Jewish population in 
Judea was exiled or enslaved; and he wiped Judea from 
the map, renaming it Palaestina. On the Temple Mount 
he erected two statues, one of Jupiter and one of himself. 
Jerusalem itself was renamed Aelia Capitolina and Jews 
were only allowed to enter the city on Tisha B’Av, the day 
of mourning for the destruction of the temples.

Having no patience for Jewish sects, Hadrian also 
had a temple to Venus built on the site, which followers 
of Jesus revered as the place of his crucifixion and 
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Al-Aqsa Mosque
The Al-Aqsa Mosque is the third holiest site in Islam, after

Mecca and Medina. It owes its sanctity to being the place,

according to Muslim belief, where Muhammad was taken on

his Night Journey before ascending into heaven, and it was

the first direction to which Muslims prayed before prostrating

towards Mecca. King Abdullah I of Jordan was assassinated

in the mosque on 20 July 1951 by a Palestinian gunman who

also tried to kill his grandson, Prince Hussein. The man who

would become King Hussein was saved by the bullet hitting a medal on his chest. Non-Muslims

cannot enter the mosque.

Western Wall
The Western Wall is what’s left of the Second Temple. The

Romans did a thorough job of destroying the actual temple,

but they left the retaining walls that Herod had built to

support the expanded Temple Mount. Of these, the Western

Wall is closest to the site of the temple, making it the holiest

site in Judaism outside the Temple Mount itself, where Jews

are not allowed to pray. Looking at the wall, the large stones

at the bottom are the ones that date from Herod’s time; the

smaller ones above are later additions. When Israel took East Jerusalem in 1967, the Moroccan

Quarter that abutted the wall was flattened to allow public access to the Western Wall.

Temple Mount
Temple Mount consists of 14 hectares of the most sacred

rock on earth. According to Jewish tradition, it’s from here 

that God took the dust to create Adam; here that Abraham 

all but sacrificed Isaac; and here that Solomon built the 

first temple. In his rebuilding of the Second Temple, Herod 

extended the area of the Temple Mount to the south, holding 

the new surface up with the 88 pillars and 12 arches of what’s 

called Solomon’s Stables today – so named not because of 

Solomon, who predates them, but because the Templars, the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ, 

who stabled their horses there when the Crusader kingdom controlled Jerusalem.

Dome of the Rock
The Dome of the Rock is the most recognisable building in 

Jerusalem, with its golden dome rising upwards to overlook 

the holy city in every panoramic photograph. The building 

was built by the Caliph Abd Al-Malik in 691 and it rises 

over the Foundation Stone, the site of the Holy of Holies 

of the Jewish temples. Some Muslim scholars believe 

that Muhammad made his ascent to heaven from here, 

whereas others believe that he made his ascent from the 

Al-Aqsa Mosque. The building is not a mosque but a shrine. Under the authority of the Israeli 

government, non-Muslims are not permitted to enter it.

Church of the Holy Sepulchre
This one church contains the two most sacred sites in 

Christianity: the place where Jesus was crucified and the 

tomb where he was buried and, as Christians believe, 

resurrected. The first church on the site, c.325, was built 

by the Emperor Constantine to replace Emperor Hadrian’s 

temple to Venus. The rock surrounding the tomb was cut 

away and the tomb itself enclosed in a small structure, the 

Edicule. The Caliph Al-Hakim ordered the church to be 

destroyed, thus triggering the Crusades. Little remains of the original buildings, the current 

church was reconstructed on the same site under later caliphs and during the Crusades.

The sacred sites
The places where heaven and earth meet

“When you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, 

recognise desolation is near”
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Crowds gather and wave 
flags at the Western Wall

The foundation stone 
beneath the Dome of the 
Rock mosque

A panel of beautifully 
detailed tiles inside the 

Dome of the Rock

The Temple Mount has been 
a site of hope and of conflict 
over thousands of years

Jerusalem’s Mahane Yehuda 
Market is the best place to 
find fresh food and gifts
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resurrection. However, the memory of this sacred place 
did not die among the Christians, as the memory of 
Jerusalem was kept alive among the Jews. Archaeologists 
have found graffiti scratched into the rock – a boat 
and Domine ivimus (‘Lord we came’) – indicating that 
Christians crept in under the pagan temple to pray at the 
most sacred site of their religion. 

When the Emperor Constantine made Christianity 
the religion of the empire, he tore down the temple to 
make a church encompassing the two most sacred sites 
in Christianity: Golgotha, the place of Jesus’s crucifixion, 
and the tomb, the place of his burial and resurrection. 
Within the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the tomb 
itself is protected by a small building, the Edicule. On 
26 October 2016, the Edicule was opened by a team of 
conservators, archaeologists and scientists from the 
National Technical University of Athens and National 
Geographic. For 60 hours they worked nonstop to 
document and restore the different aspects of the Edicule 
before resealing it. Inside, they first found a layer of infill 
and then a marble slab, which had a cross carved into its 
surface. However, the big find was beneath the marble 
slab, where the team came across original limestone rock.

“I’m absolutely amazed. My knees are shaking a little 
bit because I wasn’t expecting this,” said Fredrik Hiebert, 
National Geographic’s archaeologist-in-residence. “We 
can’t say 100 per cent, but it appears to be visible proof 
that the location of the tomb has not shifted throughout 
time, which is something that scientists and historians 
have wondered about for decades.”

As for the Jews, they kept the memory of their lost city 
alive in their hearts, praying three times a day: “May it 
be your will that the temple be rebuilt soon in our days.” 
They concluded the Passover meal by saying: “Next year 
in Jerusalem.” Thus Jerusalem became, in Jewish and 
Christian thought, a city of hope, built more in spiritual 
imagination than in the planned Roman city of Hadrian.

So Jerusalem remained standing throughout the 
centuries. The city was taken by the armies of Islam in 
the 7th century, it was conquered by the Crusaders in 

1099 and then it was retaken by Saladin in 1187. It was 
then that the holy city settled into its long centuries 
under Mamluk and then Ottoman rule. By the 19th 
century, the city was split between Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian and Armenian communities. The population 
was small, only numbering some 8,000 people, but they 
were cramped within the old walls and living conditions 
were poor. So from the 1860s, the city expanded outside 
the walls and a new city was built among the hills.

The Ottoman Empire allied with Germany during 
World War I and lost. The British became the latest in the 
long line of conquerors, taking Jerusalem on 11 December 
1917. The city remained under British rule until 1948, 
when the Arab-Israeli War saw the city partitioned 
between Israel – which took the western half of the city – 
and Jordan, which controlled the east and the Old City.

Following the Six Day War in 1967, Israel annexed 
East Jerusalem. However, the administration of the 
Temple Mount and the Al-Aqsa and Dome of the Rock 
mosques, remains in the hands of an Islamic trust. Jews 
are permitted to pray at the Western Wall but the Israeli 
government forbids them from praying on the Temple 
Mount itself.

Today, Jerusalem remains the contested prize, the city 
of cities. According to all three religions who venerate it, 
it will be the place of apocalypse. Given its history, this 
seems one of the more credible prophecies attached to 
Jerusalem the Golden.

ABOVE The world’s three 

largest monotheistic religions 

each believe that Jerusalem 

will play a central role in the 

apocalypse

ABOVE Temple Mount 

depicted on the tiled floor of 

a basilica in Limburg,  

the Netherlands

ABOVE Titus of Rome, 

whose breach of the city 

walls left clues for modern 

archaeologists to uncover
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“I’m absolutely amazed. My knees are 
shaking because I wasn’t expecting this”

Jews are only allowed to pray at the Western 

Wall and are currently forbidden from praying 

on the Temple Mount itself by the Israeli 

government, though this could change
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EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

JERUSALEM

ISRAEL

LEBANON

SYRIA

IRAQ

SAUDI ARABIA

JORDAN

EGYPT

Jerusalem

Essential information
Most visitors arrive in Jerusalem by air at 

Ben Gurion Airport outside Tel Aviv. Israel 

is a small country, so the airport is only 45 

kilometres from Jerusalem. The national bus 

company, Egged, has routes 947 and 950, 

which go to Jerusalem from Ben Gurion. A 

shared taxi (a sherut) is another convenient 

option (it will wait until full before 

departing). Visitors from the UK, Europe and 

the USA don’t require visas but must have 

a passport valid for six months after date of 

exit. When travelling around Israel, always

When to visit Spring and autumn. The

summer is blisteringly hot and winters can be

surprisingly cold. But, unless you specifically

want to be there for a particular festival, try

to avoid Easter, Passover, Sukkot and other

religious holidays – Jerusalem gets rammed.

Time zone UTC+2:00

Currency Shekel

Where to stay
Old City 

Ecce Homo Jerusalem 

Pilgrim House

Stay in the convent of the 

Sisters of Notre Dame de 

Sion, near the Jaffa Gate and 

right on the via Dolorosa. 

The building is old and 

atmospheric (naturally) 

and the terraces provide 

wonderful views. No air-con.

West Jerusalem

Abraham Hostel

Clean, comfortable hostel,

located in the centre of the

city, near the Machne Yehuda

market and its surrounding

bars and restaurants. Free

continental breakfast is

provided and there is plenty

of luggage storage and

lockers available for guests.

Western Wall

King David Hotel

Stay where world leaders

celebrities, artists and heads

of state stay when they visit

the Holy Land – including

every President of the United

States since Richard Nixon

and Emperor Haile Selassie

of Ethiopia, who stayed here

when he was exiled.

Links
www.goisrael.com The official Tourist Board website

www.haaretz.com News from Israel

www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel The latest travel advice on visiting Israel

03 
things
to see
& do

Walk the walls

The ancient ramparts

of Jerusalem, which 

were rebuilt in the 16th 

century, surround the 

Old City and provide a 

magnificent vantage point.

Pay your respects

Visit Yad Vashem, the

Holocaust Memorial

Centre. Silence is the only

adequate response to what

happened during World

War II.

Haggle in a market

Traders, whether

Palestinian or Israeli,

in Jerusalem, particularly

at stalls, expect to barter

over the price of goods – it’s

all part of closing the deal.
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carry identification, preferably a passport, and 

be prepared for thorough security checks and 

the consequent queues.

ABOVE The Hall of Names commemorates victims of the Holocaust

Beyond the
Old City
Step outside the Old City to 
encounter the new Jerusalem and its 
museums, markets and monuments

The walls that had protected Jerusalem – not very 

successfully – over the centuries constrained the city until the 

1860s when, in response to increasing numbers of pilgrims, 

new areas were developed, beginning with the Russian 

compound (the Russians were the most numerous Christian 

pilgrims at the time) and the Mishkenot Sha’ananim, the 

first Jewish area outside the walls. Today, Jerusalem remains 

a contested city: the Israelis claim it as the capital of Israel while 

the Palestinians maintain their claim to East Jerusalem; neither 

claim is accepted internationally. However, the new city has 

become a vibrant place in its own right, with sites including the 

Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum, the Israel Museum, with its 

display of the Dead Sea Scrolls inside an extraordinary building 

looking like a slightly squashed tagine, and the Knesset, Israel’s 

parliament building. The market, Mahane Yehuda – usually 

called the Shuk – is almost tangible in sights, sounds and smells, 

and the area has become a centre of Jerusalem nightlife. If the 

human history gets too much, escape to the Jerusalem Forest, a 

tranquil pine-scented sanctuary in the Judean Hills.
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“Thousands of 
years ago, some 
extraterrestrials 
were here. They 
influenced the 

young Stone-Age 
mankind”

Von Däniken out in the 

field, searching for more 

clues and evidence to 

prop up his theory of 

alien visitations 



In 1968, Erich von Däniken’s Chariots of the Gods? asked a radical
question: “Is God an astronaut?” We caught up with him as we

approach its 50th anniversary
WORDS

BY
MARTYN
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Easter Island, the great pyramids of Egypt, 
the Nazca lines, the tomb of King Pakal 
at the Temple of Inscriptions in Mexico. 
How they were built, for what purpose and 

what they reveal about human culture, development and 
intellectual innovation are fundamental questions for 
archaeologists challenged to uncover the many secrets of 
our ancient past. Excavations to this day are turning up 
new information, revising histories and previously held 
opinion, sometimes shattering old preconceptions. 

It was Sir Richard Colt Hoare, a pioneer 19th-century 
archaeologist who declared “We speak from facts, not 
theory,” but that has hardly proved a Hippocratic Oath for 
the field. For in the 20th century, archaeology produced 
a new branch of study: paleocontact. Swiss writer Erich 
von Däniken is a sort of 20th-century antiquarian in 
the tradition of the gentleman amateur expert. He 
has challenged mainstream archaeology and his own 
interpretation of ancient objects – such as the so-called 
Baghdad battery – ruins and symbols, and presents 
the hypothesis that these remarkable places have their 
origins in contact with alien lifeforms. 

Take for instance the carved lid on the tomb of Maya 
King Pakal. It is a depiction of the deceased king in what 
may signify a moment of rebirth, or entry to the realm of 
the dead. Archaeologists have studied the lid in relation 
to the rest of the tomb, its walls and other mosaics. 
Meanwhile, Erich von Däniken thinks King Pakal is 
sitting in a space rocket. But this is akin to drawing a 
comparison between King Pakal’s tomb lid and the Space 
Jockey in Ridley Scott’s Alien (1979). It’s interesting, but 
does it stem from a place of any truth, logic or science?

In many ways, the theories began with HP Lovecraft’s 
classic short story, The Call Of Cthulhu, published in the 
February 1928 issue of Weird Tales. The American author 

did not invent the ‘ancient astronauts’ theory, but he sure 
helped popularise its early form among fellow science-
fiction and horror writers. 

Not The Call Of Cthulhu, nor his collection of stories 
known as the Cthulhu Mythos, is equivalent to an urtext, 
for Lovecraft was inspired by Charles Fort, a fellow 
American obsessed with the arcane, eldritch and esoteric, 
who published The Book Of The Damned in 1919, a work 
investigating the weird and wonderful anomalies of our 
world. Next came Jacques Bergier and Louis Pawels, who 
together published their own collection of oddities in 
1960, known as Le Matin Des Magiciens (The Morning Of 
The Magicians). This was translated into English from 
French in 1963 as The Dawn Of Magic. Then, in 1966, Carl 
Sagan and IS Shklovski discussed ‘ancient astronauts’ in 
their book, Intelligent Life In The Universe. 

The 1960s was the perfect time for alternative 
theories to gain prominence on just about everything 
under the Sun. When folk realised things hadn’t changed 
all that much in the wake of the world’s greatest calamity 
– World War II – and they cottoned on to the fact that 
governments would lie through their back teeth to cover 
their errors, nefarious schemes and poor judgements, the 
counter culture revolution was something of a historic 
imperative. New Age beliefs; cults such as Scientology; 
the questioning of orthodoxies previously unchallenged; 
awakenings both political or spiritual; LSD; marijuana; 
the space race; 2001: A Space Odyssey; hippie culture; 
going underground and off-grid; the Cuban missile crisis; 
flying saucers; the Cold War; the Manson family; political 
assassinations; the civil rights movement; Vietnam; 
the summer of love: all of this made for the right time 
in 20th-century history for revolutionary acts or outré 
ideas to grip the world, take the form of bestselling tomes 
and for even the most outlandish rubbish to be taken 

50 YEARS OF

ABOVE Chariots Of The 

Gods? catapulted its Swiss 

author into the limelight and 

he became the face of the 

paleocontact craze



048

at face value. This is the cultural-historic road to Erich 
von Däniken’s Chariots Of The Gods? First published 
in German and later translated into English, it went on 
to sell tens of millions of copies and spawned an entire 
subculture related to UFOs, feeding into the zeitgeist’s 
hunger for answers to questions even science had trouble 
grappling with. Erich von Däniken became the public face
of what was dubbed ‘paleocontact’. He was the popular 
fi gure who talked about his theories on television, the one
who had a 1970 fi lm made from his book; the man who 
made his fortune from it. 

Are we alone in the universe? How did we evolve? We 
may look to the stars to glimpse the possibilities of our 
future, but von Däniken believes answers in the past hold 
the key to the truth of our being. More specifi cally, he 
fi nds answers in how, and by whom, the historic wonders 
of the world were built. 

Born in Zofi ngen, Switzerland in 1935, von Däniken’s 
background was not at all academic, but that of the 
amateur enthusiast formulating ideas – his own and 
others’ – into book form. Chariots Of The Gods? began 
to ferment in the author’s imagination as a schoolboy. 
“I was educated in Switzerland at a Catholic boarding 
school by Jesuits,” von Däniken tells Explore History. “As 
a young man, I was a deep believer in God – I am still a 
deep believer in God – although I do not know what God 
is. At that time, when I was 16, at boarding school we had 

to make translations from the Bible – from Latin or Greek 
into German then into another language. My God had to 
have some minimum clarities. Such as ‘God can never 
make a mistake’ or ‘God cannot use a vehicle to travel 
from point A to point B’. Making these translations, I 
realised God in the Bible uses vehicles to move around.”

Von Däniken latched on to the idea that God and 
the angels represented extraterrestrial visitors who set 
down on Earth thousands of years ago and helped guide 
humankind by bestowing upon them gifts of technology, 
conveniently in very rudimentary form, presumably 
so as not to blow our tiny little minds. Cave drawings, 
crumbling monuments at UNESCO sites, Egyptian and 
Maya pyramids, art objects, totems and texts reveal these 
intermittent contacts. Part of von Däniken’s embracing 
of the Book Of Enoch – a non-canonical ancient text – as 
a source of uncontrivable proof is the use of fi rst-person. 
He also treats these texts as scientifi c data because 
he says they deliver empirical information about the 
Sun and Moon and the universe, which people in 1000 
BCE couldn’t possibly have gathered themselves by 
observance of nature and the night sky. 

Von Däniken began to look at other world cultures 
to see if they too revealed pieces in the puzzle. But were 
such forays going to wreck his Catholic beliefs? “I lost 

“As a young man, I was a deep believer in 
God – I am still a deep believer in God – 

although I do not know what God is”

ABOVE Paleocontact 

theories surround the Nazca 

Lines in Peru 

ABOVE Do the Nazca lines in Peru provide us with evidence of 

humankind’s relationship to gods from outer space?

Erich von Däniken’s theory

about the Nazca Lines of Peru 

is, of course, one completely 

at odds with the mainstream 

and a range of expert 

opinion. First discovered by 

conquistadors in the 16th 

century, it wasn’t until the 

1940s that the extraordinary 

landmarks re-entered history 

and became the subject of 

field studies and speculation 

as to their meaning and 

importance. “My idea is that 

in orbit we have a spaceship 

that has been on a long 

journey and needs energy 

from raw material. They need 

to measure energy and point 

to Nazca. Nazca today is still 

the biggest mine in Peru. From

orbit, they would find the raw 

materials that we need. They 

send an automatic space 

probe down and [humans] 

say ‘Something has come 

down from the sky and left 

a little line on the ground.’ 

The Nazcis think this is a sign 

from the gods that they wish 

the humans to make lines 

and so they start to make 

lines. They await the return 

of the gods, but they do not 

return. One day, a priest has 

an idea to show the gods signs 

and offerings for them. They 

start to make figures – fish, 

monkeys, spiders. That was 

my suggestion,” Erich told us. 

THE NAZCA LINES

Is this a scene that 

could have taken place 

in von Däniken’s order 

of events?
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my Christian God but I never lost ‘God’. I suggested in my 
book that thousands of years ago some extraterrestrials 
were here. They infl uenced the young Stone-Age 
mankind. If this is correct, then we have to ask: ‘Where 
did these extraterrestrials come from?’ They were 
infl uenced by another [race of beings] and you can play 
back this game from billions and billions of years fi nally 
to arrive at a starting point and we can say: ‘Here is God’.” 

With great success often comes great amounts of 
criticism, and Chariots Of The Gods? certainly had its 
critics then and still has its critics today. “I love the 
critics. Sometimes they are absolutely right and I am 
wrong. But I always learn. When I get scientifi c critics, 
mostly they have never read the book or never speak 
with me. However, when we sit together correctly – not 
blindly, not lying, not trying to convince someone with 
false arguments – after an hour or two I always learn 
something from the critic. The other side [of the debate] 
is a critic says to me: ‘Erich, I did not know about these 
ancient texts,’ and both sides learn. [That is] how it 
should be in an organised society.”

The plea for mutual understanding doesn’t hold much 
weight with the likes of Jason Colavito, author of The Cult 

Of Alien Gods. He deems von Däniken’s life work as fl ights 
of fancy: “There are areas where he has made objectively 
false statements, or where he has, in his ignorance, 
accepted hoaxes or frauds as evidence. By and large the 
problems with Chariots are matters of interpretation 
derived from the author’s lack of understanding of 
archaeology, historiography and science.” In essays, 
Colavito has also exposed von Däniken’s shady past, 
having been convicted of embezzlement and falsifying 
documents for fraudulent loans in his youth. 

When Explore History brings up the litany of factual 
gaff es in Chariots and his other best-selling works, von 
Däniken is politely bullish. “Thousands of years ago, some 
extra-terrestrials landed on this planet. They acted like 
anthropologists would do; they learned the languages, 
they observed people and then one day they disappeared. 

Von Däniken believes 

the Nazca Lines were a 

type of communication 

from aliens
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Von Däniken meets Spanish 

paranormal expert Antonio Las 

Heras in 1979

ABOVE The pyramids of Giza, outside Cairo, is another major site of interest for paleocontact

THE PYRAMIDS 
OF EGYPT

The Great Pyramid, the oldest 

and largest pyramid at the 

Giza complex finished around 

2560 BCE, is the only ancient 

wonder of the world left 

standing. For von Däniken and 

others involved in paleocontact 

and proselytising the ‘ancient 

astronauts’ theory, the pyramids 

are an area of specific interest. 

The mysteries of the pyramids 

have provided a rich field of 

research and data, but were the 

Egyptians given the plans for 

the pyramids by aliens? One of 

their arguments is: how could 

stone age simpletons have built 

something so resplendent, so 

gargantuan and so complicated? 

But Jason Colavito describes von 

Däniken and others as essentially 

“mystery-mongers” and the 

presentation of a hypothesis with 

“multifarious answers” means an 

active rejection of mainstream 

history and archaeology. 

“He has no need for consistency 

so long as he can claim that any 

‘mystery’ has endless possible 

answers that might be correct 

and therefore he needs to cast 

doubt on, or actively reject, 

mainstream explanations to 

preserve the ‘mystery’.”
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Stonehenge, the grand symbol

of Great Britain and one of

the most iconic Neolithic

monuments in the world, is 

another venue that has attracted 

theories and wild speculation. 

Ancient dance arena, grave 

site for royalty, druid temple, 

calculator, health spa. As with 

other sites dotted around the 

globe, the ancient astronauts 

are said to have bestowed to 

humans the technology and 

ideas for them to build.

Instead of marvelling at the

fact 82 bluestones from the

Preseli mountains in Wales 

were quarried and transported 

to Wiltshire by land and raft – 

an impressive distance of 386 

kilometres – paleocontact has it 

that aliens, as with other ancient 

peoples and cultures, descended 

from the heavens and gave folk 

the technological means to pay 

tribute to the gods. 

Before they left, they promised to return in the far future.
That’s the main story [of Chariots Of TheGods?]. I never
had any doubts about the main story. Underlining the
main story you find indications… but I was often wrong.
For example, I wrote that in the upper Nile, near the
city of Aswan, there is a little island that has the name
‘Elephant Island’. This is true. However, I wrote that seen
from the air, the island has the shape of an elephant. How
could Stone-Age Egyptians know this? That information
I received from a guide. Two years later, I found out that
it’s all garbage. Elephant Island does not look like an
elephant from the air. It’s rubbish.

“In Delhi, India there is a temple and in the temple’s
court is an iron pillar. Locals told me, ‘this iron pillar has
been here centuries but it does not rust,’ so I suggested

that the pillar is composed of extraterrestrial material.
In the meantime, the damn thing is rusting. I was wrong
on many details, but I was never wrong on the main story.
The so-called gods were here and this I can prove.”

There is no denying von Däniken’s impact on pop
culture. Television shows, too, such as Ancient Aliens
(broadcast on H2 and History channels) and blockbuster
movies have spread the message. Stargate (1994),
Prometheus (2012) and Indiana Jones AndTheKingdom

Of The Crystal Skull (2008) all bear the influence of von

Erich von Däniken, 

author of best-selling 

books on the theme of 

‘ancient astronauts’

Stonehenge, in Wiltshire, England, among 

the world’s famous pre-historic monuments, 

built around 2500 BCE. Were aliens 

involved in its construction?

STONEHENGE

“Von Däniken’s outlook is that contact is 
imminent: we’re being watched now”
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ABOVE Easter Island, in the southern Pacific Ocean, is one of the

most remote islands on the planet. Were these giant heads and bodies

sculptured in tribute to gods from outer space?

Across treacherous seas so far

from land it could be the edge

of the world, RapaNui (widely

known as Easter Island) is

among themost remote spots

on the planet. More than 3,200

kilometres from the nearest

continent (South America)

and another 1,600 kilometres

from the nearest island

(infamous Pitcairn), Rapa

Nui’s monolithic stone heads

(Moai), of which there are well

over 800, are iconic to world

culture. Evidence suggests

these statues were carved as

a form of religious expression

and not made to resemble

the form of alien overseers.

In ancient alien theories, time

and time again, non-white

cultures seem to be guided by

outside agents. Is this anything

to do with extra-terrestrials,

or is it more in keeping with

Eurocentric, colonialist-

imperialist thinking? Jason

Colavito has found this thread

very prominent throughout

von Däniken’s books. “The

underlying message of von

Däniken’s work has long been

that non-white peoples are

incapable of achieving great

things without help from an

outside force.”

Däniken. Rachel Job, director of programming at H2, told 
Explore History that ancient aliens and the subject of 
paleocontact are just as legitimate as other theories about
history: “History is a subject that is constantly being 
re-written and we should always be open to looking at 
things from new perspectives.” 

Colavito, however, puts it down to paleocontact’s 
sneaky grounding in history and science, which presents 
a veneer of fact on which to dive off  into wilder waters. “It
allows believers to retain their belief that sacred texts and
myths are, at some level, literally true, but it replaces God,
the gods or angels with space aliens, giving a ‘scientifi c’ 
gloss to the old ideas of faith in a way that makes them 
seem relevant and modern.”

If we have been visited before, when will the gods 
return? Erich von Däniken’s outlook is that contact is 
imminent: we’re being watched now. For years, he wasn’t 
convinced by UFO stories and clips but he has since come
around. “I was rather a sceptic in UFOs. In the meantime, 
I have changed my opinion. I have seen UFO fi lms that 
you cannot obfuscate anymore. I’ve had the chance to 
speak to pilots and high-ranking politicians, they’ve 
changed their minds and say these things do exist. We can
measure them; we can fi lm them. I think Earth is already 
under observation. Maybe they want to fi nd out what kind
of weapons we have. Will we be a danger to them with 
bacteria? It could be a scientifi c programme going on. 
Sooner or later, they will show up. Not just abruptly, they 
have no interest to shock us because the gods created us 
in their own image. We are off spring of them.”

For von Däniken, we must rid ourselves of arrogance. 
We are not alone in the universe. “We will accept that 
we are not alone and we will not be shocked.” Until that 
game-changing historic day, keep watching the skies.

Could Stonehenge have 

been a ‘gift’ from some 

extra-terrestrial beings?
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ABOVE Author Jason 

Colavito says von Däniken’s 

work is “flights of fancy”

ABOVE Author and 

paranormal researcher 

Lloyd Pye, who died in 2013, 

featured on Ancient Aliens 

LEFT Von Däniken’s Chariots 

Of The Gods? celebrates its 

50th anniversary
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ENGLAND DONCASTER

SAVING

Once under threat of dereliction, Brodsworth Hall has 
turned the remarkable tale of its conservation into a 

unique selling point

BRODSWORTH
HALL



ABOVE Swiss banker Peter 

Thellusson settled in England

in the 1790s

BELOW English Heritage 

experts remove some of the 

house’s spectacular treasures 

ready for the project

Situated just a few miles north west of 

Doncaster in South Yorkshire, Brodsworth 

estate has lived many lives since an 18th 

century nobleman established it as his rural 

retreat. Built to showcase the trappings of Georgian wealth, 

the estate’s history is tumultuous, dramatic and steeped 

in drama. From a Georgian country manor to a textbook 

example of Victorian upper middle-class living to a derelict 

shell in danger of demolition, its story has truly been a 

rollercoaster ride. The story of Brodsworth Hall is the story 

of the family that built it and their descendants, of fortunes 

made and lost and of a house in seemingly terminal decline.

The fi rst man to see the potential in the estate at 

Brodsworth was George Hay, Viscount Dupplin, who rebuilt 

and vastly improved the existing house when he purchased 

the site in 1713. Dupplin lost everything when the South Sea 

Bubble burst, plunging investors across the country into 

bankruptcy, and it was with a heavy heart that he surrendered 

Brodsworth Hall. The ownership of the estate passed into 

the caste of his brother, Robert Hay-Drummond, Archbishop 

of York. The archbishop commissioned the famed architect, 

Robert Adam, to rebuild the house from the ground up and 

create a home fi t for a man of his lofty stature. Adam did just 

that, creating a fashionable 18th-century mansion. When 
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Hay-Drummond died, he left no heir and Brodsworth was put 

on the market. 

In 1791, Brodsworth estate was purchased by a new 

custodian and it remained in his family for the next two 

centuries. That man was Peter Thellusson, a hugely wealthy 

businessman and banker who settled in England after leaving 

his Swiss homeland. Although he enjoyed his new acquisition 

for less than a decade, dying in 1797, only Thellusson’s name 

was destined to live on. He became famous across the UK 

for his last will and testament, which became a legal cause 

célèbre for more than half a century after his death.

After decades of legal wrangling over Thellusson’s 

infamous last will and testament, his benefi ciary, Charles 

Sabine Augustus Thellusson, inherited the estate. The keen 

outdoorsman promptly tore down the house that Robert 

Adam designed and, by 1863, the newly built Brodsworth Hall 

stood resplendent in the middle of rolling parkland and richly 

manicured grounds. 

As the years passed and Thellusson’s childless sons each 

took their turn to inherit the house, it slowly fell into disuse. 

As the parties grew more infrequent and the hunts less grand, 

rooms were locked, shutters closed and the lights turned out 

until, in the 20th century, Brodsworth Hall was barely lived in. 

By now the home of the Grant-Dalton family, descendants 

of the Thellussons, much of the house was permanently 

closed. It was in these rooms, unattended and forgotten, 

that the architectural decline of Brodsworth hall began. 

Once a bustling family home with a full retinue of staff , 

between 1931 and 1970, Brodsworth Hall was home to just 

two people, Sylvia Grant-Dalton and her husband. When Mrs 

Grant-Dalton was widowed in 1970, she continued alone at 

Brodsworth, tended by a tiny number of loyal staff . 

Although Mrs Grant-Dalton did what she could to keep 

the increasingly expensive and crumbling Victorian hall in 

good repair, it was a battle she was destined to lose. With 

rot creeping into the walls, extensive damp penetrating 

everywhere, pests overrunning the closed rooms and a roof 

BRODSWORTH HALL
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The Thellusson 
family
Meet the man who built Brodsworth 
estate… and even inspired a plot for 
Charles Dickens

Born in 1737, Swiss banker 

Peter Thellusson bought the 

estate at Brodsworth and 

made his country home there. 

Thellusson became notorious 

for his will, in which he strove to 

keep control of his estate from 

beyond the grave. To his family, 

he left a fortune of £100,000, 

(more than £8 million today), 

yet this was just the tip of the 

iceberg. In addition, Thellusson 

had also left a fortune of £700,000 in trust and it had some 

conditions attached.

That money would remain in the bank gathering interest 

until three generations had passed. Should there be no fourth 

generation to inherit, the cash and interest would go towards 

the national debt. The Thellusson family dragged the will into 

the courts and for decades, the argument rumbled on, inspiring 

Charles Dickens’ Jarndyce versus jarndyce plot in Bleak House. 

After more than 50 years the will was declared legal and 

when the time came to inherit, that fourth generation consisted 

of just two men. In a twist of fate, every penny of interest 

accumulated in the 52 years since Thellusson’s death had 

been spent on the legal fees. Of the £700,000 inheritance and 

its enormous accrued interest there remained… £700,000. 

A fortune in 1859, of course, but a long way short of what 

Thellusson had intended.
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that did nothing to keep the rain and wildlife out, the future 

for Brodsworth Hall was bleak indeed.

In 1988, after eighteen years as the sole resident of 

Brodsworth Hall, Sylvia Grant-Dalton died. She left behind 

a house where time seemed to have stood still, even if the 

creeping damage wrought by the passing years had not. 

Within the rising-damp drenched walls of Brodsworth was a 

treasure trove of historical artefacts. This was a collection of 

items, both everyday and decorative, that had been gathered 

over centuries by the once wealthy Thellusson family and the 

successors. From the Georgian era to the 1980s, Brodsworth 

contained items as diverse as marbles and oil paintings to 

Tupperware. The house and collection were both in jeopardy, 

however, until English Heritage stepped in to rescue it.

Negotiations between the new owners of Brodsworth Hall

and English Heritage took two years to resolve but, eventually,

a deal was struck. The house was given to English Heritage as 

a donation and the entire contents were acquired thanks to a 

National Heritage Memorial Fund grant of £3.36 million. With 

the hall saved for the nation, the hard work would now begin.

Rather than restore Brodsworth to its former glory and 

create the illusion of it being a living residence from an 

earlier era, English Heritage decided instead to ‘conserve-

as-found’. This controversial method of conservation had 

been pioneered by the National Trust and always attracted 

very vocal critics. Under this approach, the house would be 

preserved as it was at the moment it was acquired by English 

Heritage. Work would not be taken to renovate the property 

but to conserve it, ensuring that the damage and dereliction 

was halted and could not progress. 

‘Conserve-as-found’ offers a unique insight into 

the impact of time and neglect on an ageing building, 

something that the public is rarely able to see in a controlled 

environment. It allows visitors the opportunity to examine 

a building in a state that is little-seen at heritage attractions, 

as well as learn more about the work of conservation in 

action. Not only that, but in a house such as Brodsworth, a 

family home for centuries, it captured the unique meeting 

of eras. Here, 20th-century technology existed alongside 

18th-century antiquities and the residents of Brodsworth Hall 

had left the mark of their personalities in every room.

Immediately upon acquiring Brodsworth, scaffolding was 

erected around the sinking property and an enormous cover 

was placed over the dilapidated roof. This would ensure that 

the walls stayed standing and the elements couldn’t get into 

the building, while work was undertaken to construct a new 

roof at a cost of £800,000. Now the roof is set to undergo 

several repairs as part of the 2016-17 conservation works. 

“Due to its flat roof, Brodsworth has always been prone to 

leaks. Repairs to the lanterns and windows will mean that the 

building envelope is once again secure against the elements 

– we won’t need to run to put buckets out each time it rains.” 
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ABOVE Archbishop Robert 

Hay Drummond, a former 

resident and brother of 

Brodsworth’s first owner

BELOW English Heritage 

decided to conserve the 

stately home as they found it, 

a controversial move

RIGHT The gardens 

underwent restoration long 

before the house



The rooms Brodsworth Hall is a unique time capsule with so many rooms to explore
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The kitchens
No visit to Brodsworth Hall is 

complete without a trip to the 

kitchen, the engine room of an upper 

middle class Victorian country house. 

Here staff toiled to create immense 

feasts during the heyday of the house, 

yet it fell into disuse as the years 

passed. You can then experience 

life at a slower place in the cosy Aga 

kitchen, where the housekeeper’s 

original chair can still be found. Just 

imagine the buzz of life that would 

take over this room in its prime.

The principal 
guest room
This room, once used to house the 

hall’s most honoured guests, is not 

on the conservation programme 

for Brodsworth. It is a place where 

centuries meet, with original Victorian 

features nestling alongside Edwardian 

touches and more modern textiles. 

Long disused, peeling wallpaper is 

testament to the hall’s struggles, while 

the carelessly rumpled upholstery on 

the stunning ‘boat bed’ suggests the 

most recent resident left minutes ago.

The billiard room
Here in the billiard room, the 

comfortable grandeur of a Victorian 

gentleman’s den has been preserved. 

This room was constructed in 1863 

and remains almost exactly as it was 

then. Full of artefacts from across 

the years, the more ghoulish sports 

fanatic must be sure not to miss the 

mummified hooves of the horse 

that won the Doncaster Cup in 1855. 

“Visitors will be able to see specialist 

joiners working to repair the lantern 

lights here,” Caroline Rawson told us. 

The drawing room
Perhaps nowhere captures the faded 

grandeur of Brodsworth like the once-

grand drawing room. In this room, 

visitors can learn more about the 

conservation techniques that have 

been used to save the beautifully 

crafted textiles and upholstery that 

have hung there since the Victorian 

era. Here you can also see some of 

the highlights of the Brodsworth 

collection and get a real sense of a 

house that was well-loved and lived-

in by so many for so many years.

Caroline Rawson, collections conservator for Brodsworth Hall, 

told Explore History.

Meanwhile, within the damp walls, each room and every 

single one of the 17,000 original artefacts within them was 

photographed and catalogued when English Heritage took 

over. They were then packed away and taken from the house 

to receive speciality attention from conservators, awaiting the 

day when they could return home.

As fragile as old bones, Brodsworth Hall required the 

conservators to have a gentle touch in order to ensure that 

no further damage befell it. With the building empty for the 

first time in more than a century, its shell made a sorry sight 

but within the heavily scaffolded walls, the conservators could 

finally get to work.

Decades worth of filth was painstakingly removed from 

textiles to reveal their true colours while pest infestations 

were treated and chimneys stuffed with bird nests were 

cleared and made safe once more. With a project of this scale, 

the conservation methods could not generally be those of the 

19th century and instead, modern technology was employed 

to stop the decline as quickly as possible. Rugs and curtains 

were placed in an industrial freezer to kill off localised pest 

infestations while, for the fabric of the house, some serious 

work was required.

With the aim being conservation and not modernisation, 

the team from English Heritage attempted to use the house’s 

own facilities wherever possible. This was crucial to battling 

the damp that had set in across Brodsworth and the hall’s 

own historic heating system was once again returned to 

full working order. This original Victorian technology was 

complemented by the restoration of the original wooden  

shutters, which were used to stabilise heat and humidity. 

Modern temporary heating methods were used to get the 

damp under control as quickly as possible, but the lion’s share 

of the work was done by the systems installed by the original 

Victorian heating engineers.

In the latest round of improvements, Brodsworth’s heating 

system will be modernised but will maintain its original look. 

Caroline Rawson said: “By converting historic radiators to 

take electrical power, the presentation of the rooms can 

remain unaltered – but with the use of an environmental 

monitoring system which uses radio waves, we will create a 

stable environment which greatly helps the preservation of 

the delicate contents and interiors.”

ABOVE The restoration 

requires careful planning and 

conservation technology

“Although Mrs Grant-Dalton did what 
she could to keep the hall in good repair, 
it was a battle she was destined to lose”
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English Heritage decided to reopen the hall while work was

taking place, and let the building tell its own history through 

its conservation. Artefacts from the extensive collection were 

slowly returned to the house, presenting conservators with a 

new challenge. With items once again on display, the levels 

of heat and light had to be adjusted to ensure that different 

types of artefact were kept under proper conditions. At the 

same time, the display had to be comfortable for visitors to 

wander, capturing the unique spirit of Brodsworth Hall. 

Of course, Victorian silks require far different 

environmental conditions to Georgian marble or Edwardian 

glass, and ensuring that Brodsworth Hall was a viable 

attraction as well as a proper conservation environment was 

a challenge that occupied English Heritage as the house 

prepared to open its doors to the public for the first time in its 

history. That momentous day came in 1995 when Brodsworth 

Hall, a once-forgotten Victorian mansion, welcomed the first 

public visitors it had ever known.

There must always be compromises in circumstances 

as unique as those at the south Yorkshire estate and one 

of those came with the installation of replica carpets in the 

public areas of the house. This ensured that visitors could 

enjoy relatively free access to public areas without damaging 

already painfully fragile flooring. Where the carpets could be 

conserved by being covered, they were, meaning that original 

textiles could remain in their original place without suffering 

further damage. Similarly, in order to allow visitors enough 

light to see artefacts without subjecting fragile window 

coverings to possible deterioration, some curtains were also 

replaced. Although these decisions marked a compromise 

with the ‘conserve-as-found’ approach, Brodsworth could not 

have opened widely to the public without them.

Visitors to Brodsworth today really are able to witness 

conservation in action firsthand. A new exhibition, open from 

“That momentous day came in 1995 
when Brodsworth Hall welcomed the first 

public visitors it had ever known”

There’s plenty to 

see in the grounds 

of Brodsworth too

Some of the flooring has 

been restored especially 

for use under public feet

The hall’s historic Victorian 

heating system was returned 

to its full working order

The house looks stately from 

the outside, and the inside 

will soon match

Sylvia Grant-

Dalton, the house’s 

last inhabitant 
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ABOVE Some of the chairs that were restored using the pioneering

Japanese paper technique

When English Heritage acquired Brodsworth Hall, one of the

largest collections they found there were 18 deep red leather

chairs. These had not only been subjected to decades of wear

and tear, but also to well-meaning earlier restorers wielding

bandages and red paint.

The chairs were entrusted to experts from the Leather

Conservation Centre in Northampton. Working alongside

English Heritage curators, the team worked painstakingly to

clean the chairs and remove the evidence of earlier repairs.

Where leather had been lost, Japanese tissue with a leather

texture was coloured to match the chairs exactly and placed

over the damage, allowing visitors to see that the chairs were not

perfect, but in a far more aesthetically consistent manner.

The leather that had survived was then treated to strengthen

it and to slow further deterioration, while the internal structures

of the chairs were also reinforced using modern methods.

It was discovered that Japanese tissue could be used in

other leather goods from the Brodsworth Hall collection and

was a cost-effective solution to the problem. Not only that,

but this pioneering technique was later applied to items from

other collections, ensuring that even the most distressed leather

upholstery might still be saved.

E X P L O R E R’ S E S S E N T I A L S

BRODSWORTH HALL

Essential information
Brodsworth Hall is situated just eight 

kilometres north west of Doncaster and is 

easily accessible from junction 37 of the 

A1(M) by following the brown signs. It is also 

accessible via public transport. In addition to 

the house and gardens, there is a tea room, 

guided tours. Until summer 2017, visitors 

can watch conservationists in action as part 

of the Caring for Brodsworth exhibition. 

Brodsworth offers a range of seasonal events 

and though the conservation work is ongoing, 

visitors can still see much of the house.

When to visit The house is closed for 

winter until 19 February 2017. The gardens are 

open at weekends over winter.

Time zone UTC

Currency GBP

Where to stay
Luxury

Owston Hall Hotel

Situated just nine kilometres 

from Brodsworth Hall, 

Owston Hall offers a rural 

retreat with every facility 

you and your family could 

possibly wish for, from a 

luxury leisure suite to fine 

dining and even an 18-hole 

professional golf course.

Standard

Best Western Plus 

Pastures Hotel

This Mexborough hotel 

offers a pleasant countryside 

location that is easily 

accessible and only 13 

kilometres from Brodsworth 

Hall. It’s perfect for walkers 

too, as the Trans-Pennine 

Trail is just outside the door.

Budget

Premier Inn 

Doncaster (Lakeside)

If you’re a little more budget-

conscious, this Premier Inn 

will be the perfect base from 

which to explore Brodsworth 

Hall and the surrounding 

area. It’s in the middle of a 

leisure complex, so there’s 

plenty to see and do.

Links
english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/brodsworth-hall-and-gardens/ English Heritage page

www.visitdoncaster.com/things-to-do/brodsworth-hall-gardens Find out more about 

Brodsworth and the surrounding area

03 
things
to see
& do

Great outdoors

Choose a sunny day 

and stroll through the

fern dell grotto, an idyllic 

garden walk where visitors

can see a stunning and 

extensive collection of ferns.

Guided tours

Join a guided tour 

and step back in time

to the world Sylvia Grant-

Dalton knew. See artefacts

from across the centuries 

and discover life as it was.

Dramatic floors

Don’t miss the 

dramatic Axminster 

carpet in the drawing room, 

hand-knotted in 1862. This 

enormous, elaborate carpet 

is unique to Brodsworth.

At Brodsworth Hall, a collection of 
leather chairs were saved thanks 
to the work of English Heritage’s 
conservation team

Restoration 
in action

February until summer 2017, allows the public watch curators 

and conservators carry out much-neeeded work, learning 

more about what it takes to keep a building such as this one 

standing. Caroline told us, “We hope to demonstrate what is 

involved in a project of this scale, and enable visitors to see 

the interesting tasks involved.”

For the gardens, however, things have been rather 

diff erent. Of course, it would be virtually impossible to 

conserve a garden as-is and instead, the grounds have 

been restored to their fi nest hour. What had once been an 

overgrown wilderness is a place of Victorian splendour once 

more. No visit is complete without a wander through the 

roses, pausing to contemplate the story of the remarkable 

house, that has been given an all-too-rare second chance.

Brodsworth 
Hall

SCOTLAND

WALES

IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

Leeds

Manchester

Sheffi  eld
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which person they most
with Austria, most people
e one man: the composer
ang Amadeus Mozart

B orn in Salzburg in 1756 and
buried inVienna 35 years
later,Mozartwas probably
the best-knowncitizen of

his day in both of theseAustrian cities.
Together with other legendary composers,
Beethoven and Haydn, Mozart was a leading
member of the Viennese Classical School of
Music and was particularly renowned for his
musical versatility. Unusually, he excelled in
many different musical genres – from opera
to symphonies, from masses to chamber
music – and so was talked about throughout
the country and far and wide abroad. Today,
he is Austria’s most famous son, remembered
as a child prodigy and the composer of such

WORDS
BY

MARIAN
JONES

zart
FOOTSTEPS OF… 

world-famous works as The Magic Flute and 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik. His father, Leopold, 
highlighted his son’s Austrian heritage when 
he referred to him as, “…the miracle who God 
let be born in Salzburg.”

Mozart grew up in Salzburg and spent the 
second half of his life in Vienna, where the 
musical scene was more sophisticated. He 
travelled widely, criss-crossing Europe even 
as a child, hoping to impress many nobles and 
royalty with his formidable talent. In total, 
the composer spent about ten years abroad, 
travelling to many diff erent places, but he 
always returned to Austria, the country 
where his heart belonged and which today is 
known worldwide as Mozart’s homeland.

The view of Salzburg 
ld ’ f il i i

Inside Mozart’s 
birthplace, it’s easy to 
imagine the composer 
going about daily life

P L AC E S V I S I T E D

SALZBURG

INNSBRUCK

VIENNA

LINZ
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MOZART

MOZART ’ S
B I RTH P LACE ,
SA LZ BURG

1

DATE VISITED: 1756-73

ABOVE This plaque marks the 

relevance of the house for passers-by

The house where 
Mozart was born, 

number nine Getreidegasse, 
is now a museum and is easily 
the most visited building in 
Salzburg. Born on 27 January 
1756, Mozart lived there with his 
parents and sister Maria Anna, 
known as Nannerl, 
until 1773. In all, 
seven children 
were born to the 
family, but only 
these two survived 
infancy. The house 
was known in 
Mozart’s time as the Hagenauer 
House, after the owner who the 
family rented it from, one Johann 
Hagenauer, a merchant who used 
the ground floor as a shop to sell 
spices. Getreidegasse means 
‘Corn Street’, so it is easy to 
imagine 18th-century merchants 
bustling along the street where 
Mozart grew up.

In the third-floor rooms 
where the Mozart family lived, 
there are many objects and 
documents on display that 

belonged to them, such as a 
not-quite-finished portrait 
called Wolfgang Amade Mozart 

At The Piano, created by his 
brother-in-law, Joseph Lange. 
Some of Mozart’s childhood 
instruments, including a violin 
and a clavichord, can be seen so 

visitors can picture 
the tiny prodigy 
making music 
in this building, 
picking out chords 
on a harpsichord 
at the age of three 
and, at four years 

old, playing short pieces on the 
piano from memory. At five he 
started composing, making up 
tunes on the piano for his father 
to write down. Surely this is 
when Leopold started planning 
the international music tours 
on which he would take his son 
from the age of six, in the hope of 
attracting money and fame from 
so unusual a talent.

 Open every day from 9am-5.30pm. 

(Last admission is 30 minutes  

before closing). 

Every year, the Mozarteum 
Foundation stages a new 

Mozart exhibition. 

Look out for

ABOVE Mozart’s name adorns the house front



IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF...

2 Originally aMedieval
building, the Residenzwas

re-designed in baroque style at
the end of the 16th century. It was
the palace of the Bishops of Salzburg
who often hosted many different
concert performances. It was here, in
the Ratszimmer (Councillors’
Room), that Wolfgang played one of
his earliest concerts, at six years old.

By 13, he was employed by
Salzburg’s ruler, Hieronymus
Colloredo, as a court musician. He
ended up staying here for several
years, composing many of his early
symphonies, sonatas and string
quartets, including the only five
violin quartets he ever wrote. At the
same time, his father Leopold was
working as the musical director

of Salzburg’s cathedral, so the
family played a prominent part in
the musical life of the city. But in
1777, Mozart resigned, said to be
dissatisfied with the 150 florins a
year he was paid and keen to move on
and widen his musical horizons.
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SA LZ BURG RE S I D ENZ
DATEVISITED: 1762-77

ABOVE Painting of young

Mozart by Greuze

ABOVE The composer,

painted by Martini, in 1777

ABOVE Ceiling fresco inside Salzburg Residenz

 Visit the State Rooms of course, but also 

pay a visit to the Residenz Gallery, full of 

fabulous 16th-19th century paintings. 

The palace 

exterior  is 

relatively unfussy

The lavish decor hints at 

the glittering concerts once 

hosted at the Residenz

Nearby Café Tomaselli, Austria’s 
oldest coffeehouse, dates from 

the 1700s.

Look out for



In 1773, the Mozart family 
left Getreidegasse and 

moved across the river to a more 
spacious building with more room 
to entertain friends and visiting 
musicians. It was known then as the 
Tanzmeisterhaus, because it had once 
been a school where courtly dancing 
was taught. 

By this date, Mozart was working as 
a Konzertmeister (concertmaster) at 
Salzburg cathedral, composing music 
as required by the archbishop, but also 
working on many works of his own 
choosing. In 1774, his first year in this 
house, he composed symphonies, a 
concerto for bassoon, several serenades
and a comic opera called LaFinta

Giardiniera (The Pretend Gardener),

which was presented at the Munich 
carnival and was a great success. 

In his early 20s, Mozart began to 
find the restrictions of composing to 
order frustrating and in 1781, at the 
age of 25, he left Salzburg and moved 
to Vienna to be part of a much more 
varied musical scene.

Largely destroyed in an air raid 
in 1944, the building was restored 
after the war and is the home of the 
Mozarteum, Salzburg’s renowned 
music school. There is also a museum 
about Mozart’s life here and two 
beautiful concert halls offering 
orchestral concerts, organ recitals and 
chamber music evenings.

M O Z A R T
R E S I D E N C E , 

S A L Z B U R G
( T H E  TA N Z M E I S T E R H A U S )
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DATE VISITED: 1773-81

3

 Save money by buying a combined ticket to 

both Mozart houses: this one and his birthplace.

The elaborate concert hall 
of the Mozarteum, complete 
with performance

Music students at Mozarteum 
often put on free concerts  

for visitors.

Look out for

MOZART

THEN& 
NOW

C.1860
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SA LZ BURG CATHEDRA L
4 The cathedral, or ‘Dom’, is 

Salzburg’s most signifi cant baroque
building, although the cathedral on this 
site has been consecrated three times – in
the years 774, 1628 and 1959 – because 
earlier versions were destroyed by fi re or 
by bombs. It played a huge role in Mozart’s 
life, being the site where his parents, Leopold 
and Anna, were married on 21 November 
1747 and also where he was christened on 28 
January 1756. The baptismal font used then 
can still be seen inside the cathedral today 

5 Saint Peter’s Church in Salzburg is
the oldest monastery in the 

German-speaking world and is still home 
to around 20 Benedictine monks. Some of 
Mozart’s concerts were held here, most 
famously the premiere of his C Minor Mass, 
performed on 28 October 1783, at which his 
wife Constanze sang the fi rst soprano. At that
time, they were living in Vienna, so must have
returned specially for the concert. The piece 
proved so popular that it is still performed 
every year at the Salzburg Music Festival.

DATE VISITED: BIRTH TO 1786

Mozart 
on tour

The teenage Mozart 
toured Italy three 

times and his musical 
experiences there hugely 

infl uenced his later 
compositions

In total, Mozart spent about ten 

years travelling, a habit begun 

by his father, Leopold, when his 

son was only six. First, they went to 

the European centres of music like 

Munich, Amsterdam and Paris, and 

little Wolfgang played in churches, 

the houses of nobility and sometimes 

even at royal courts.

In December 1769, when he was 13, 

Mozart and his father began the first 

of three long Italian tours. Often 

breaking the long journey at the 

Golden Eagle Hotel in Innsbruck, 

they went on to tour Italy, stopping 

anywhere where a concert could be 

given or a nobleman visited. In Verona, 

the academics at the Accademia 

Filarmonica were so impressed 

by Mozart that they immediately 

commissioned him to write an opera 

for the carnival season. When he 

heard the Sistine Choir in Rome 

singing a piece by Allegri, Mozart 

astounded everyone by sitting down 

and writing the whole thing out from 

memory. This first visit to Italy ended 

with a papal audience and with Mozart 

being made a Knight of the Order of 

the Golden Spur.

ABOVE Mozart spent about ten years of his life 

travelling, playing for nobility and royalty

DATE VISITED: BIRTH TO 1786

From June to September, the cathedral hosts an

organ recital every Wed and Sat at 11.15am.

 Visit in August if you want to see any of the music 

festival (salzburgerfestspiele.at/summer).

and can be found just to the left inside the 
main entrance. 

It is also the place where Mozart was fi rst 
employed as a musician, composing sacred 
works such as masses, litanies, hymns and 
church sonatas as commissioned by the 
archbishop, many of which were performed 
here. The original organ, built in 1703, is no 
longer in regular use, but can still be seen. 
Mozart must have played it many times.

Saint Peter’s was important to the Mozart 
family and is the place where Mozart’s sister 
Nannerl was buried in 1829. A plaque in her 
memory can still be seen today. Over the 
centuries, many aristocratic families have 
buried their dead in its cemetery, enclosed 
by wrought-iron fences and it is not unusual 
to see visitors leaving candles and fl owers. 
Above the cemetery, a number of Christian 
catacombs are carved into the rock face. 

S A I N T  P E T E R ’ S  A B B E Y, 
S A L Z B U R G



Mozart’s father Leopold arranged 
many foreign tours so that his 

son could be shown off to the important 
people of the day and increase his 
reputation. Italy was a regular destination 
and the Golden Eagle Hotel in Innsbruck
was a favourite place to stop and break
their journey. A letter written by Leopold
recounts a stop in December 1769, when he

and his son were welcomed by one member 
of the aristocracy, Count Spaur. They had 
a letter of introduction to him provided by 
a colleague from Salzburg Cathedral and 
were also invited to the house of another, 
His Excellency Count Leopold Künig. They
duly went to the count’s home for 5pm and
13-year-old Mozart, his father tells us, was
presented with a “fine concerto” whereupon

he sat down and played it by sight. We know 
they stayed here quite regularly because 
another letter, dated October 1772, when they 
were again off to Italy, makes a reference to 
having letters sent there for them to collect 
on their way back.

T H E  G O L D E N  E A G L E  H O T E L , 
I N N S B R U C K
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DATE VISITED: 1769

 The Golden Eagle, still run as a hotel, is situated 

right in the heart of Innsbruck. Standard double rooms 

start from about €130 per night.

A Mozart family portrait with Maria 

Anna (“Nannerl”) Wolfgang, their 

mother Anna Maria (in the medallion) 

and father, Leopold Mozart

ABOVE The Golden Eagle symbol which 

represents the Innsbruck hotel

The hotel is a minute’s walk  
from Innsbruck’s Goldenes  

Dachl Museum. 

Look out for
The hotel is not easy to miss, 

with its colourful designs on 

the exterior
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MOZARTHAUS , V I E NNA
8 Mozart lived in Vienna for 11 years 

in total, including for two or three 
years in this house from 1784. He moved 
frequently, searching out cheaper places 
when fi nances were tight, but this was his 
most luxurious residence in Vienna and is 
the only one that can be visited today. 

It was while living here that he composed 
some of his most famous pieces, including 
The Marriage Of Figaro and three of his six 
Haydn Quartets, so it represents a fulfi lled 
period of his life. Mozart described Vienna as
“the land of the piano,” and he really did feel 
in his element here. It was in this house that 
he was visited by other famous composers, 
such as Beethoven and Haydn, who is reputed

Borrow a free audio guide to hear the story of

Mozart’s life while living here. 

Linz, on the Danube, makes a convenient

stopping point on a journey between

Salzburg and Vienna.

7 In late 1783, Mozart and his 
wife Constanze, who had 

been married for just over a year, 
were returning to Vienna from a 
visit to his father in Salzburg. 
They stopped for a few days in Linz, a 
small city about halfway along their 
route and were invited to stay with 
Count von Thun and his wife 
Elizabeth in their comfortable 

townhouse, which can still be seen
today at 17 Altstadt in the city centre. 

Now increasingly famous, it was 
not surprising that Mozart was 
asked by his hosts if he would give 
a concert before leaving. He could 
hardly refuse, but he had brought 
no music with him. So he set about 
writing a new symphony and fi nished
it in a few days, just in time to play at

the Ballhaus in Linz on 4 November.
The piece, still known as the Linz

Symphony, was conducted on that
occasion by Mozart himself, and it
was subsequently played again in
Vienna. Today it is also known as
Symphony Number 36.

DATE VISITED: 1784-87

ABOVE Mozart was always

willing to play his music

Home to Johannes Kepler, Linz 
is also the town where Hitler 

spent his youth. 

Look out for

to have told Mozart’s father that, “…your son 
is the greatest composer I know, in person 
or by name.” These links with the other 
best musicians of the day must have been a 
stimulating inspiration for him.

Today, the house is a museum that tells 
the story of his life during this period. On 
the top fl oor are displays on 18th-century 
life, while the middle fl oor, which retains 
the original stucco ceilings, concentrates on 
his music and his infl uences. On the lower 
fl oor, you can visit Mozart’s bedroom. Look 
out of the windows onto the enclosed inner 
courtyard so typical of Viennese townhouses.

The Ursulinen Church can 

be seen on this bustling 

Linz street

Mozart was often visited 

by renowned composers 

Beethoven and Haydn

DATE VISITED: 1783



9 Saint Stephen’s
Cathedral, known to the 

Viennese as the Stefansdom 
or Steffi   for short, is a massive 
and imposing building right in 
the heart of the city. The 
cathedral was a hugely important 
place for Mozart and his family 
during the time that he spent in 
Vienna. It was the place where 
he and his wife Constanze were 
married on 4 August 1782 and 
where at least two of their six 
children were baptised. 

For much of his time in 
Vienna, Mozart freelanced, 
teaching, composing and 

performing, but shortly before
his death in 1791, he was 
appointed assistant musical 
director at Saint Stephen’s. 

On his death, a funeral 
was held in the Chapel of the 
Cross inside the cathedral, a 
particularly fi tting way to mark 
his passing. One of Vienna’s 
very best-known fi gures was 
remembered in the building 
that best symbolises the city 
and in which some of the most 
important events of his life had 
taken place.

 Climb the 343 spiral steps up to the 

top for a glorious view of the city. 

DATE VISITED: 1777-91

S A I N T  S T E P H E N ’ S 
C A T H E D R A L ,  V I E N N A 
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10 Mozart’s death on 5
December 1791 was rather 

unexpected. He had been working in 
Prague only a few weeks earlier, but 
then succumbed to some kind of fever 
and later died. 

After the funeral, his body was 
taken from Saint Stephen’s Cathedral 
by horse-drawn cart to Saint Marx 
Cemetery, where he was buried in 
an anonymous grave, a custom not 
unusual at the time. 

It was not until 1855 that a 
gravestone in his memory was erected 
at what was presumed to be the spot 
where he was buried. This stone, 

however, was eventually transferred
to Vienna’s central cemetery (the 
Zentralfriedhof ) to stand alongside 
the graves of other famous and 
talented musicians including his 
friend, Beethoven. 

If you visit Saint Marx today, you 
will see the presumed site of his grave 
marked by a statue of a crying angel, 
refurbished in 1950 by the Viennese 
sculptor Florian Josephu-Drouot, and 
created as a poignant reminder that at 
only 35 years old, Mozart died at a very 
young age.

S A I N T M A R X 
C E M E T E R Y,  V I E N N A

 The German signs pointing towards 

Mozart’s grave say ‘Mozartgrab’.

The ornate roof of the 

cathedral is decorated 

with 230,000

 glazed tiles

The inside of the 

cathedral is ornately 

decorated

BURIED: 1791
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Echoes of Conquest
Archaeologist Teobaldo Ramirez Barbosa’s studies on 

the Yucatán peninsula led to a revelation about the 
religious architecture of Spanish colonialism

YUCATÁN

MEXICO

YUCATÁN
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TEOBALDO
RAMIREZ
BARBOSAThe Spanish conquest of Mexico was 

both a military and a spiritual one. On 
the Yucatán Peninsula at least, both of these 
aspects were key to the development of a 

particular sort of religious architecture, a hybrid formed 
of  parts of the two separate cultures. What’s more, 
evidence of this hybridisation can still be seen today. 

Militarily, the Spanish expeditions on the Yucatán 
Peninsula began in 1517 headed by Francisco Hernández 
de Córdoba with the island of Cuba as the headquarters. 
Córdoba was followed by Juan de  Grijalva in 1518. It 
was Hernán Cortés, however, who led the fi rst major 
military campaign landing on the island of Cozumel 
and advancing around the peninsula to Tabasco toward 
the Aztec capital of México-Tenochtitlán, eventually 
concluding with conquest in 1521. 

In the case of the Yucatán Peninsula, the conquest 
was a slow process that took about 170 years, beginning 
in 1527 in the north of the peninsula and ending with the 
fall of the last independent Maya polity in Guatemala and 
its capital Tayasal in 1697. During this process, Maya life 
underwent dramatic changes. This conquest represented 
the adoption of some new values and the transformations 
of others, including long-held beliefs and even faith.

Colonial life
When the Spanish first set foot on the Yucatán Peninsula
the Maya were beset by hardships. Nevertheless, the
European found subjugation of the Maya to be no easy
task. It was not until 1546 that they controlled a large
part of the peninsula and were able to divide the land into
landholdings. It was Francisco de Montejo (‘El Mozo’)
who between 1540 and 1546 conquered the north of the
Yucatán Peninsula. Several years passed and the Maya
population was debilitated by drought and diseases
brought by the colonisation. Colonial life on the Yucatán
Peninsula was characterised by the establishment of
encomiendas or land grants, which were seized by the
Spanish as spoils of war. Maya inhabitants who lived
on the land granted to the conquerors were then forced
to work for the owner and pay him tribute. Plantations
of different products sprang up in many parts of the
peninsula but the poor soils and hostility of the Maya
meant that most encomiendas ultimately failed. 

The Yucatán Peninsula lacked the productive and rich 
soils found in the centre of Mexico, where agriculture was 
the main economic driver. Despite the sparse population 
of the territory, however, there was some economic 

ABOVE Francisco 

Hernández de Córdoba 

headed Spanish military 

expeditions in 1517

YUCATÁN



ABOVE The church at Mani,

Mexico, displays the use of

outdoor space for religious

purposes and conversion

BELOWHernán Fernando

Cortés, Spanish conquistador

who commanded an early

conquest to Mexico

The Franciscans arrived in Yucatán in 1544 and 1545. 
After this conquest on the peninsula, the main task 
facing the Spanish was the urbanisation and then the 
evangelisation of Maya towns. One of the key colonialist 
and religious strategies was to establish control over 
Maya communities through dismantling the native Maya 
buildings and monuments, and incorporating them into 
colonial settlements. One such site reappropriated by 
the conquistadors was Tiho, a ceremonial site for the 
Maya, which had been used for hundreds of years before 
falling into disrepair in the 12th century. Despite this, the 
site was still home to towering mounds of rock. It was 
dismantled by El Mozo in the 17th century.

The Spanish reused the very stones that had 
previously stood as towering Maya pyramids in order to 
construct churches, and in doing so, appropriated the
spiritual space of the conquered people for the purposes
of converting them to the religion of their choice.
Deliberate modifications were made to the Mexican
landscape, not only through the construction of Spanish 
churches on prehispanic structures, but also through
the creation of new settlements and the re-planning
of villages and towns. If religion was one of the most
important ideological vehicles of colonisation, then the
religious architecture used by the colonisers was one of
the ultimate forms of exercising control and power over
the indigenous Maya.

Colonial architecture
In archaeology, analysis of postcolonial hybridity has
often been used as a framework for piecing together
changes and cultural interactions between native
societies and coloniser groups, in this case between the

068

Maya archaeology

activity. Products like cacao, honey, beeswax, cotton, salt 
and tropical hardwoods such as mahogany and cedar 
were harvested in the region and shipped off to Spain.  

The spiritual conquest  
While the encomiendas were largely unsuccessful, the 
Spanish set about securing the more cultural side of 
colonisation, and religion was at the very heart of this. 
After all, Cortés had come to the New World, “…to serve 
God and to get rich as all men want to do.” The taking 
of control on the Yucatán peninsula was headed by two 
clergies in Mexico; the former was composed of the 
Catholic Church, while the latter was made up of three 
mendicant orders. These were the Franciscans, first to 
arrive in Mexico in 1523, then the Dominicans who came 
in 1526, and lastly the Augustinians in 1534. 

The archaeological work in the Maya area had shed light on amazing discoveries in Mesoamerica

Palenque, Chiapas 
The Maya site of Palenque in Chiapas houses 

one of the most spectacular discoveries in the 

Mesoamerican archaeology; the tomb of Pakal. The 

Temple of the Inscriptions takes its name from the 

three large tablets of limestone with hieroglyphic 

inscriptions found inside it. This pyramid is composed 

of a stepped platform surmounted by a temple, and 

the structure is decorated with stucco reliefs. Inside, 

two flights of steps lead to an imposing funerary crypt 

containing the sarcophagus of K´inich Janaab Pakal.

Sacred Cenote,  
Chichen Itzá Yucatán
Known as Chenku in the Yucatán Maya language, this 

is a natural, almost circular sinkhole, which historical 

sources have described it as a centre of pilgrimage 

and offering; an object of worship to the Maya rain 

god Chaac. The explorations undertaken in the water 

have uncovered pieces and fragments of minerals 

such as gold, copper, obsidian, shell, copal, flint and 

more, as well as skeletons of both children and adults 

believed to be consistent with human sacrifice.

Tikal, Guatemala
Tikal is probably the biggest Maya city. Its great plaza 

is composed of the north Acropolis, Temple I and 

Temple II. The now-abandoned city was once home 

to at least 60,000 inhabitants, sprawled over at least 

120 square kilometres, yet most of the site has not 

been excavated. The city-state was the cradle of 

one the most important discoveries in Maya history 

for more than four decades: the discovery and 

decipherment of the Maya hieroglyphs, which have 

become commonly known as ‘The Maya Code’. 

YUCATÁN



LEFT A historical map of

Mexico showing the Yucatán

peninsula at the centre

BELOW The site of Palenque

at Chiapas, which has been

key to our understanding of

the Maya

ABOVE The 17th-century

Church of Nuestra Senora de

Guadalupe, Yaxcaba, Yucatán,

which recalls the architecture

of Spanish Catholicism

PETRA

“Maya inhabitants who lived on the land
granted to the conquerors were then forced
towork for the owner and pay him tribute”

Maya and the Spanish. Here, architectural examples 
also found on the Yucatán Peninsula include plazas and 
atriums (in this case, open spaces within enclosed spaces, 
like a courtyard) that were conceived as open-air places. 
It’s interesting to note the relationship between outdoor 
and indoor places of worship – for example, the Christian 
religion, with its Masses and services, had demanded 
indoor spaces for these rituals. Hence, the religious 
architecture had emphasised the interior of its churches, 
where Mass was to be celebrated, rather than the exterior. 
In the case of the Yucatán Peninsula and its Maya 
inhabitants, outdoor rituals motivated different features, 
reflected in the emphasis of the external parts of religious 
architecture and rather more simple interiors. 

The convention of placing the main church of a town 
or city next to the central square is a benchmark among 
the changes brought by colonisation. The introduction 
of the rectangular plaza in the centre of a community 
represented one of the best ways to control the 
population, to indoctrinate and introduce the indigenous 
people into the Spanish cultural forms, by placing the 
religion and values of the new rulers next to a religious 
space of the native population. 

This combination of open and closed spaces to satisfy 
the different religious needs and practices is crucial 
to our understanding of the peninsula’s somewhat 

peculiar religious architecture. Very probably, the major 
architectural innovation in the peninsula and actually 
within the New World as a whole, was the addition of 
open-air chapels, commonly placed on the other side 
of the church from the convent. This opened onto the 
atrium, a walled open space that enclosed the entire 
convent. Churches such as the one found at Mani with 
its atrium and an open-air chapel are one example, 
which demonstrates the combination of Maya plazas 
and European religious architecture. The construction 
of these atriums within the religious spaces of the 
colonisers was an important and symbolic part of new 
religious architecture in Mexico. They represent the 
prehispanic plazas and household patios of the Maya, 
offering the possibility to accommodate a large number 
of believers, simplifying and potentially speeding up the 
mass spiritual conversion. 

In Mesoamerica, the importance and symbolism of the 
cardinal directions of Maya cosmology can also be seen 
in the different architectural elements found in the open 
spaces of worship. In the Western tradition, only four 
regions are conceived on the compass: north, south, west 
and east. For the indigenous groups (prehispanic and 
contemporary), these geographical points include a fifth 
one, the place where the other four directions converge 
to make sense of the universe. Thus, the atriums of the 
16th century on the Yucatán Peninsula can be regarded 
as an example of an ‘axis mundi’, a vertical axis marking 
a centre around which life revolves. When looking at a 
colonial convent, you might notice that the walls of the 
atrium symbolically represent the north, south, east and 
west respectively. A cross in the centre of the atriums 
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EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

YUCATÁN

Essential information
Where Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula is one 

of the most popular tourism destinations. 

Archaeological ruins, white-sand beaches, 

coral reefs, clear water, and nice weather 

catch the attention of travellers from many 

countries. It can be visited by land and air. 

Cancún airport receives flights from all over 

the world having regular connections with 

Europe, South America and Asia. The major 

routes by car are Highway 307, 180, 186 and 

361 connecting the whole peninsula.

When to visit May to September is

fairly hot and humid. In contrast, winter

is characterised by a mild temperature

between 25-30 Celsius.

Time zone UTC-6:00

Currency Peso

Where to stay

In Tulum

Posada Margarita

Known as an ‘ecotel’, 

everything at this hotel 

is totally solar and wind-

powered, so you can sleep 

easy while saving the world.

www.posadamargharita.com

In Valladolid

Hotel San Clemente

Great value hotel with 64

well-equipped rooms that

include air conditioning, TV,

swimming pool and a shared

kitchen facilities.

hotelsanclemente.com.mx

In Campeche

Hostal La Parroquia

Very close to the plaza,

this hostel is located in a

beautiful late-16th-century

colonial house. The hostel

also offers breakfast.

www.hostalparroquia.com
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Yucatán

represents the fi fth cardinal point and the junction 
point of the two main axes, from which one could see the 
façade of the church, the main entrance and the interior 
of the open-air chapel. These structures represented 
the ultimate form of introducing the indigenous society 
into Catholicism without violently altering the existing 
prehispanic use of open spaces. 

Through these means, the Spanish converted large 
numbers of the Maya towards Roman Catholicism. 
However, there are aspects of the religion practiced by 
Maya descendants of Mexico and Central America, which 
retain some of the traditional Maya beliefs – another 
sort of hybrid, perhaps refl ecting the hybrid nature of 
the colonial architecture. The architecture played its 
part in the colonial campaign through the open chapels 
built by the Spanish, the atriums within the religious 
buildings and the creation of plazas at the heart of towns, 
villages and cities. These features formed the important 
combination of open spaces used by the Maya since 
prehispanic times, and the Spanish enclosed religious 
spaces to create a hybrid that would come to symbolise 
the religious colonisation.

More key
colonial sites

Oxtankah
The earlier structures here date from 

c.200-600 and the site was abandoned 

around 900. It was then reoccupied 

c.1000-1500 and finally appears to have 

been the site of several indigenous communities under Spanish 

rule. By 1531, the Spanish arrived with Alonso de Ávila, however, 

they were forced to flee within two years because of the Maya 

hostility. During this time a church was built, and the presence 

of both Maya and European architecture is what makes the site 

so interesting. Oxtankah is a medium-sized site with several 

constructions open to the public.

Dzibilchaltún
Located 15 kilometres north of Mérida, 

this Spanish church was constructed in 

the middle of a prehispanic site of the 

same name, representing a clear example 

of European elements overlapping with prehispanic elements. It 

was probably an open-air ramada (porch) since there is no clear 

evidence of walls around the nave area. The core of the site is 

defined by a series of plazas: Plaza One, Plaza Two, Central Plaza, 

Path Network, and the Temple of the Seven Dolls.

Ecab
This Maya site is one of the most 

relevant colonial sites on the Yucatán 

Peninsula. The Franciscans built two 

structures: the church and the curate’s 

house. The church consists of a massive masonry chancel, 

which in turn is divided into a sacristy, a baptistery and the 

nave. The Medieval influence is visible in its architecture in the 

form of merlons along the edge of the church having decorative 

purposes rather than defensive as there is no access to the roof. 

03 
things
to see
& do

Bacalar lagoon

Also known as the 

‘lagoon of seven 

colours’ for its beautiful 

shades of blue. Bacalar 

lagoon is about 38km north

west of Chetumal.

Izamal

Izamal is probably 

the biggest and most

spectacular convent on the

Yucatán Peninsula sited 

atop an enormous Maya 

temple platform.

Edzna

The site is located 

about 60km 

south east of the city of 

Campeche. Some of the 

structures to observe are at 

The Great Acropolis.
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Because 97% of our customers 
would recommend us to a friend

I did my fi rst Exodus trip hiking the Amalfi  Coast in September. 
It far surpassed my expectations. Every day we were treated 
to spectacular views… Our accommodation for the trip was 
also excellent, as was the food and the special activities like making 
pasta and tiramisu… I’m already looking for my next Exodus trip!

Patricia Van Bentham,  
Walking in the Amalfi  Coast • October 2015

MMAALLTTAA''SS MMIILLLLEENNNNIIAA
AAnn AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy TToouurr

04-11 May 2017 and 14-19 September 2017
From only £1195

4-star hotel
Half-board
All entrances
Specialist guide
Small group
Unhurried pace

Reserve Your Place
www.hiddenhistory.co.uk

enquiries@hiddenhistory.co.uk
Tel: (UK) 0121 444 1854

Other destinations available
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Nasoni fresco
(18th century)

LOCATION:National Museum of
Archaeology entrance lobby

OF THE 

National Museum of Archaeology, Malta

MEET THE 
CURATOR 
Sharon Sultana is senior 

curator of the National 

Museum of Archaeology. 

She studied at the University 

of Malta and obtained a 

BA in Archaeology and 

MA in Cultural Heritage 

Management. She has 

published a number of 

papers. She is also co-editor 

of Tesseræ, The Heritage 

Malta biannual bulletin.

Malta is an island jam-packed with history, dating back to the 
Neolithic period. Countless artefacts were lost to the soil, but 

here are ten highlights uncovered so far

This mural can be seen on the ceiling 
upon entering the National Museum of 
Archaeology. The Auberge de Provence, 
which houses the museum, was built in 1571 
to accommodate the Knights of the Order of 
Saint John who originated from Provence, 
however, this fresco was painted later. The 
painting, a representation of an abstract 
or spiritual meaning, has as its main focus, a 
woman with a helmet brandishing a sword 
and shield, surrounded by putti (cherubs) 
playing musical instruments. The woman has 
been thought to represent ‘religion’. 

Sharon said “On the shield we can see 
the eight-pointed cross, a symbol widely 
associated with the Knights of the Order of 
Saint John. Medallions showing instances 
from the Bible also surround this figure.”

The first piece chosen 

by Sharon has always 

resided in the museum
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LOCATION: Neolithic gallery, ground floor (Showcase 24)

The Sleeping Lady
LOCATION: Neolithic Gallery, ground floor (Showcase 25) 

Greenstone axe
pendant

A large number of greenstone pendants were retrieved

fromĦal Saflieni Hypogeum and the Xagħra Stone Circle,

both Neolithic underground burial sites. “This shows that

these ornaments were deliberately placed with the dead,

possibly giving these pendants so

significance apart from the purely

Sharon said.

When polished, greenstone (

name – nephrite) being a form of

an aesthetic gemstone that usual

in hues of green. The majority of

pendants are triangular in shape a

are slightly convex with a hole dri

on the top, from which they woul

have been attached to a string.

Both the hardiness and aesthetic

characteristics of nephrite, when

combined with the amount of

effort needed to work it, and the

fact that the stone is not local to

the Maltese Islands, must have

made it a highly prized object.

One of the most iconic fi gures from 
prehistoric Malta is undoubtedly 
the ‘Sleeping Lady’. Made of clay, it is 
about 12 centimetres long and depicts a 
woman lying on top of a bed. The fi gure’s 
right hand is clasping a pillow on which 
her head rests, while her left hand rests 
gently on her right elbow. The top part 
of her hair seems to be shaven, while 
the rest falls straight 
down, reaching her 
shoulders. She is 
naked to the waist 
and clothed in 
a skirt, which 

reaches half-way down the calves. The 
whole fi gurine was apparently once 
covered with red paint, possibly ochre, 
traces of which still appear in various 
areas. Incisions found on the bottom 

of the bed indicate that the fi gure is 
lying on a straw mattress placed on 
the frame of the bed. In addition, the 
bed is slightly concave, as though it is 
bending under the weight of the fi gure 
that it is supporting. There have been 
various theories as to what this fi gure 
represented; is she a priestess or a 

departed ancestor? Is she sleeping 
or does she represent death? 

Whatever she represents, this 
fi gurine is testimony to the high 

level of craftsmanship and 
artistic mastery of these 

prehistoric people.

Embracing couple

“My personal favourite artefact from the whole collection is undoubtedly this very small

figurine. This Neolithic artefact, which dates back to c.3200 BCE, was found at Tarxien Temples,

one of the megalithic temple sites of Malta. Although very small in size (2.3 x 2.1 centimetres) and

moulded in clay, this artefact clearly represents two people hugging each other with their faces

very close to each other,

possibly kissing. The hug

is a universal and time-

defying sign of human

expression of love and

affection and it may also

express a sign of support

and comfort,” Sharon said.

This artefact proves

that emotions are an

integral part of human

relationships, irrespective

of the era one is living in.

This unique figure is, to

date, the only artefact

from Malta dating from

the Neolithic period that

shows human emotions

immortalised through

artistic expression.

 LOCATION: Neolithic gallery, ground floor (Showcase 18)

Mother Earth? 
Some theories posit 

that the Sleeping Lady 

indicates a belief that 

underground rituals 

return people to the 

symbolic womb of Earth.

Hypogeum find
The Sleeping Lady was 

found inside Malta’s 

Hypogeum, one of its 

most important sites, 

dating from c.3300-

3000 BCE.

RIGHT This object is unique in 

its expression of human emotion

RIGHT These jade pendants may 

have been amulets for protection 

after death

ABOVE An icon of Maltese heritage, the Sleeping Lady is described as ‘prehistoric’
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LOCATION: Neolithic gallery, ground floor (Showcase 20)

Known as the ‘Venus
ofMalta’, this ceramic
figurinewas also found at
the prehistoric temple site
ofĦaġarQim.Although the
figure ismissing its head and
feet, it is a clear representation
of awoman. Although it forms
part of theNeolithic human
figures collection, it is not of the
corpulent type as the artefact
above. However, the posture of
thewoman is common to the
majority of the otherNeolithic
human figures, with one arm
folded across the abdomen and
the other resting on her thigh.
The figurine ismade fromhard
fired buff claywith a polished
self slip. Traces of red ochre can
still be seen over the figurine.
“Upon examining the figurine,
especially thewell-modelled
back, one cannot help but be
amazed at the high level of
craftsmanship of the artist who
moulded her,” said Sharon.

The ‘Venus of Malta’
This clay figurine

was discovered b

Themistocles Za

back in 1915 at t

Tarxien Temple

layer pertainin

Bronze Age p

Tarxien Cem
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broken in
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a red s

told u

T

high

from
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fig

n

I

have

a burial ritual.

Seated statue

This stone statue, representing a corpulent 
human fi gure, was found at Ħaġar Qim 
Temples. It is one of a group of four similarly 
carved human fi gures that were found in a 
cache under a step leading to the one-apsed 
annexe of the temple. The fi gure is shown in 
a seated position with its feet tucked neatly 
underneath and its arms resting on the thighs. 

A notable feature is that all of the statues are 
headless. “Instead of a head, there is a hollow, 
indicating that such statues could have been 
purposely carved to have interchangeable 
heads. Many of these fi gures, although 
commonly referred to as the Fat Lady by 
the locals, have no clear indication of sex, 
leaving the subject open to interpretation,” 
said Sharon. Could they have been asexual, 
representing a fi gure neither male or female?

LOCATION: Neolithic gallery, ground floor (Showcase 15)

 LOCATION: Bro 2)

BELOW The statue 

known as ‘Fat Lady’ to 

the locals  

Headless
Does the hollow in 

place of a head show 

that these figures used 

inter-changeable heads? 

Toy or deity? 
Historians theorised 

that sculptures like 

this one were toys, 

but more recently, it 

has been thought that

they were figures

of worship.

LEFT The 

somewhat 

shocked-looking 

face on the 

figure is unusual 

in artefacts of 

the time 

The woman poses 

with one arm across 

her abdomen 
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Amulet and papyrus
 LOCATION: Phoenician gallery, upper floor (Showcase 53)

‘Laugh, oh strong of heart, at your enemy

Make fun of, weaken and attack the adversary.

…..despise him, crush him over the waters;

…..bring him down

…..over the sea, tie him, hang him.’ 

These are the words written in Phoenician 
script on a very small piece of papyrus next to an 
inscription of the goddess Isis holding a sceptre 
in her left hand and the ‘ankh’, symbol of life, in 
her right. This papyrus was found rolled up inside 
the amulet which is made from bronze and is topped 
with a representation of the head of the Egyptian god 
Horus. Dating back to the Phoenician period, this pair 
of artefacts was found in a rock-cut tomb at Tal Virtù 
outside Rabat.  “They help us to  shed some light on 
the religious beliefs associated with the death of the 
Phoenicians,” Sharon told us.

The oldest way of making

a glass vessel was to

prepare a core of clay and

dung, mounting the core

on a metal working rod,

and coiling a thick trail

of molten glass round

the core. To achieve a

multicolour effect, threads

of molten coloured glass

were spun over this, and

a zigzag pattern could be

formed with a pointed

tool. The most common

of glass vessels produced

in the Mediterranean area

by the Phoenicians and the

Greeks between the 7th

and the 1st century BCE

were small polychrome

vessels. Some had a

cylindrical body and a

narrow neck and probably

contained expensive

perfumes, oils and

cosmetic creams.

Polychrome
alabastron
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  LOCATION: Phoenician gallery, upper floor 
(Showcase 46)

Terracotta sarcophagus

The Phoenicians buried their dead in a

variety of ways. One of these was to put the 

corpse inside a coffin. Fashioned in wood, 

terracotta, stone or marble, coffins consisted 

of a casket and a lid, and were often shaped 

like a human figure, a practice that was very 

opular in pharaonic Egypt. The sarcophagus 

hown here is made from terracotta and was 

found at Ghar Barka on the outskirts of Rabat 

(Malta) in 1797. Lead that was poured inside 

the grooves on the side of the coffin was 

meant to hold the lid firmly in place. In the 

Phoenician homeland, members of the royal 

family were buried in similar coffins, often 

re-using ones brought over from Egypt. “They 

would have inscriptions written on the lids 

to curse anyone who disturbed their eternal 

sleep,” said Sharon.  

  LOCATION: Phoenician gallery, upper floor (Showcase 49)

Members of the royal 

family were buried in 

similar coffins

RIGHT The bright colours 

and stripy pattern makes 

this one of the museum’s 

most striking pieces

BELOW 

This piece 

of papyrus 

speaks of 

dealing with 

your enemies
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BY
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Spain’s age of enlightened thinking was inextricably 
intertwined with the new dynasty that had taken 

hold of its throne at the beginning of the 18th century

SPAIN
MADRID
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pain were key ideas of the time. In the mid-18th century, 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Denis Diderot were writing 
treatises and political theories that would spark the 
French Revolution. Change was underway. 

Prior to the arrival of the Bourbon kings Spain
The Enlightenment brought great 

changes to Madrid, and not just 
because of the advance of science, art 
and philosophy. It was also the start of a 

new line of kings as the French House of Bourbon took to 
the Spanish throne.

Across Europe, the dawn of reason was spreading 
across the continent. Enlightenment ideas had their roots 
in Ancient Greece, famously considered by its prominent 
philosophers, but in 18th-century Europe they were 
gaining momentum, and Spain was no diff erent. 

Knowledge, happiness and freedom were at the centre 
of Enlightenment thinking, and these were to be achieved 
through philosophy, art and the veneration of reason. In 
the early-18th century, John Locke’s conclusion that each 
mind is a blank slate to write on and Thomas Hobbes’s 
theory of humans being driven only by pleasure and 

Spain went through big changes 

throughout the Enlightenment age
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had not been at the forefront of the Enlightened age, but
the arrival of kings from France – where so much of the 
change was centred – was sure to bring with it the ideas 
of the era. And bring them it did. 

The death of Charles II of Spain in 1700 left a hole 
where a king should have been. The Habsburg king, 
childless and, for the fi nal years of his reign, not able to 
father an heir, set off  a chain of events in his death that 
would lead the Bourbon kings to the throne of Spain. 
Meanwhile, across Europe, rational thought and reason 
were elevating knowledge, philosophy and art to a peak 
across Europe: this was the age of Enlightenment. 

The French House of Bourbon was descended from 
Louis I, who had held the title of duc de Bourbon between 
1327 and 1342. The Salic Law of Succession, brought 
in by the house of Valois, favoured primogeniture of 
males, rejecting female monarchs, eventually leading to 
the end of the Valois line of male successors in France. 
When this came, the Bourbon dynasty was next in line. 
In 1589, Henry IV ascended to the throne of France, 

ABOVE A 1508 woodcut of 

the Spanish Inquisition

TOP LEFT A map of Madrid 

as it was c.1762

sparking a dynasty that would spread across Europe 
over the next few centuries. More than 100 years later, 
Charles II marked the end of an increasingly interbred 
line of Habsburg kings of Spain, paving the way for the 
Bourbons. But it was not to be quite so easy. 

Few crowns have ever been won without at least some 
confl ict, and the War of the Spanish Succession was the 
hurdle that stood between Philip V, then Philippe, duc 
d’Anjou, and the crown. In anticipation of the death of 
childless Charles II, the First Treaty of Partition had 
been created, an agreement signed by the powers of 
England, France and the Dutch Republic to ensure that 
Prince Joseph Ferdinand should inherit the Spanish 
throne. However, the prince died unexpectedly in 1699 
and a subsequent treaty was created, splitting territories 
between Philip and Archduke Charles, son of the Holy 
Roman Emperor Leopold I. However, Leopold wanted 
Charles to have everything and refused to sign the treaty.

Nevertheless, Charles II had, in the meantime, been 
convinced that the House of Bourbon was the only 

A beautiful 

evening in Madrid, 

at Calle de Alcala 

and Gran Via

The Palacio de la 

Florida was owned by 

the Spanish crown. It 

no longer exists
Childless, 
Charles II ended 
the Habsburg 
line in Spain
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ENLIGHTENMENT MADRID

Royalty of Enlightenment Madrid
Just who were the main players of Enlightenment Madrid’s royalty, and what did they do?

“It was the dawn of a new dynasty of kings
as the French House of Bourbon took

to the Spanish throne”

dynasty up to the job and he subsequently bequeathed the
Spanish Kingdom to Philip, duc d’Anjou. After the king 
died in November 1700, Philip V was proclaimed king of 
Spain, and he immediately set about invading the Spanish
Netherlands. In retaliation, the English, Dutch and Holy 
Roman Emperor formed an alliance against this French 
pretender and soon Prussia, Hanover, Portugal and some 
German states joined them. On the other side, France had
only Bavaria, Cologne and Mantua as allies.

Battles for the lands at stake included the famous 
Battle of Blenheim (for which the palace in England was 
built, as a prize for the victorious Duke of Marlborough 
in 1704). Across these wars, few touched Spain and 
the alliance against Philip V had no success there. He 
reined on in Spain and after some more negotiations, the 
Treaties of Utrecht were created, which divided up the 
inheritance of Charles II, contrary to his will, and left 
Philip V with Spain alone. The rest of the lands were 
divided up among the rest of the interested powers. 

Philip V was not a great proponent of Enlightenment
ideas, and the era did not reach Madrid with its full
force until Charles III took to the throne in 1759. He was
determined to reform Spain and increase its economic
output, but he took issue with areas of society where
religion and the state met: education, charity and the
Spanish Inquisition.

The House of Bourbon reigned in Madrid until 1808,
when the House of Bonaparte took the throne after
Bourbon Ferdinand VII abdicated following riots. But
things did not go well for Napoleon, who had agreed to
allow his brother Joseph to rule in Spain. In 1813, he 
asked Ferdinand to return. What Ferdinand found on 
his return to the throne was a country much-changed. 
Domestic revolution had begun in his name and the 
illusion of the absolute monarchy was dead. 

Emphasis on art became 

more prominent in this era

Proclamación De 
Carlos III En La 
Plaza Mayor by 
Lorenzo Quirós

Philip V 
of Spain
Reign: 1700-46

Philip’s reign 

began with a 

period of turmoil 

as various 

claimants 

sought the 

throne during the War of Spanish 

Succession. In his early reign, French 

influence was strong, as might 

be expected from the first of the 

Bourbon kings of Spain. However, 

when his first wife, María Luisa of 

Savoy, died and he married Elizabeth 

Farnese, she became the main source 

of influence. Her desire to secure 

lands for her children led to Spain 

becoming involved in conflict again, 

with Austria, France, Great Britain.

Ferdinand 
VI 
Reign: 1746-59

Ferdinand was 

the second son 

of Philip V’s 

first marriage 

to María Luisa 

of Savoy, but he 

had not been allowed to learn much 

about the throne from his father, 

who had been heavily influenced 

by his second wife. Ferdinand made 

an effort to avoid conflict while on 

the throne, and he did succeeded in 

this. Ferdinand was more interested 

in the arts, being a prolific patron of 

education and culture, along with his 

wife Maria Bárbara of Bragança, who 

shared his passion. The couple had 

no children.

Elizabeth 
Farnese
Reign: 1714-46

The second 

of Philip’s 

wives, Isabella 

‘Elizabeth’ 

Farnese was born 

the daughter 

of an Italian nobleman. She married 

King Philip in 1714, after the death 

of his first wife, and exploited her 

husband’s weakness until his death. 

She prioritised the interests of her 

children, gaining them lands in 

Italy to compensate for their older 

half-siblings being in line for the 

throne. Elizabeth also acted as regent 

between the death of Ferdinand VI 

and the ascension of her son Charles 

III to the throne. 

Charles III 
Reign: 1759-88 

Having served as 

King Charles VII 

of Naples from 

1734-59, Charles 

had a rare run-

up to the throne 

of Spain. As 

the half-brother of Ferdinand VI, 

Charles claimed the crown of Spain 

on his death. He was a keen hunter, 

but displayed respectable frugality 

and an aversion to scandal. He did, 

however, hold the authority of royalty 

in (sometimes dangerously) high 

esteem. He was married to Princess 

Maria Amalia of Saxony and together 

the couple had 13 children, including 

the future King Charles IV of Spain, 

who reigned until 1808. 

Joseph 

Bonaparte 

ruled after the 

Bourbons
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Catalonia 
Las Cortes

Café de Chinitas

4 Palacio Real

6Reina 
Sofia 
Museum
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Prado Museum
Charles III originally commissioned the neoclassical

building that we now know as the Prado in 1785, to be

a natural history museum. In reality, it never fulfilled

this particularly enlightened purpose. When the

building was finally complete, Charles’s grandson,

Ferdinand VII decided its fate.

At this point, it became the Royal Museum of

Paintings and Sculptures. Soon after, the name was

changed to the National Museum of Paintings and

Sculptures, then theMuseo Nacional del Prado. It

first opened to the public in November 1819.

Inside, you will find works by key artists around

the world, and some of those are by the key Spanish

painter of the Enlightenment age, Goya. The Family

Of Carlos IV by Francisco Goya is just one of the

paintings by the key Spanish artist in the collection at

the museum and a statue of him also stands outside

the building.

More than 2,300 paintings have been added to

the museum since it opened in 1819. Some of the

highlights for visitors from beyond the Enlightenment

era include Emperor Carlos VOnHorseback by Titian,

The Three Graces by Rubens and LasMeninas by

Velázquez. These are just the most famous names

on display, however, and among the many works

by lesser-known painters there are countless

masterpieces to enjoy.

The museum is open 10am-8pmMonday to

Saturday and 10am-7pm on Sundays and public

holidays. Check the website as there are some

exceptions, particularly around Christmas time.

Tickets can be purchased online at

museodelprado.es or at the museum.

1

A painting of the original Prado 

exterior, soon after it was opened

1 Prado 
Museum

2
Puerta de 
Alcalá

3

Royal Observatory of Madrid

5  Royal 
Botanical 
Gardens

7 Parque del Buen Retiro



Royal Observatory 
of Madrid

The Bourbon kings certainly left a legacy of education 

and elaborate architecture behind, and this can be 

seen today in Madrid’s Royal Observatory just as 

much as it can be in the Bourbon-commissioned 

museum buildings and botanic gardens. 

Charles III commissioned the observatory 

at a time when science and astronomy were 

experiencing huge advancement. But he also 

commissioned a building that extolled the virtues 

of the period’s architecture. Juan de Villaneuva 

designed the building in 1790, employed as a master 

of Spanish Neoclassicism. The columns and dome 

of the compact but elegant building draw upon the 

architecture of temples, referencing worship while 

creating a place with science increasingly at odds with 

some aspects of religion, at its core. 

W Herschel was commissioned to build the 

60-centimetre reflecting telescope that made the 

observatory functional. Today, the building is home to 

a Grubb telescope dating from 1912. 

Situated close to the Parque del Buen Retiro, 

the observatory is only opened for visitors with prior 

arrangement, but this can be achieved by emailing 

the address reserva.rom@cnig.es. Slots for up to 25 

people are usually offered on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday afternoons, and entry is €5 (children under 

three are free). Today, you can see a selection of 

unique astronomical artefacts from throughout the 

observatory’s history, including precision clocks and a 

bronze mirror once polished by W Herschel himself. 

Puerta de Alcalá
This magnificent city gate may recall the architecture 

of the Brandenburg Gate and Arc de Triomphe, but 

it is earlier in its creation than either of those. It has 

become a symbol of Madrid in a similar way to the 

arches of Berlin and Paris and can be found in the 

Plaza de la Independencia, close to the principal 

entrance of the Parque del Buen Retiro. 

It is not the first archway to bear this name, 

however, as when Charles III saw the previous gates 

he ordered a new monument, proclaiming that the 

existing one was not artistic or ornate enough to 

welcome royalty into the city. 

Having taken submissions for more appropriate 

designs, Charles employed the design work 

of Francisco Sabatini, an Italian architect who 

would have a hand in many of the city’s iconic 

Enlightenment buildings, and ordered that the old 

gate be demolished in 1764. Construction on the new 

gate finished in 1769. 

Four statues of children sit atop the gate, 

representing four ‘cardinal’ virtues of morality. 

The statue with scales symbolises justice, while 

temperance is shown with a stirrup. Fortitude, with 

a shield and spear, and prudence with a mirror, 

complete the set. These were seen as essential traits 

to have in pursuit of moral life. 

3
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Listen to: Antonio Soler’s
Keyboard Sonatas

This composer, known 

informally as ‘Padre’, was 

born in 1729. He is known 

for his keyboard sonatas, 

which evoke the spirit of 18th century 

Madrid. Listen to these as you gaze at 

the masterpieces of the Prado. 

Read: Emile by 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau

The Enlightenment was 

not known for its prose, 

at least within Spain, 

so why not take in the 

revolutionary ideas of 

the time and discover the ideas of 

Rousseau, one of the great (French) 

Enlightenment thinkers.

Watch: Goya’s Ghosts
While not the most famous 

fi lm to be made by any of 

the cast, this fi ctionalised 

tale gives an interesting 

insight into Goya and the 

time, starring Javier Bardem and 

Natalie Portman.

TAKING IN 
THE CULTURE 

What to listen to, read 

and watch to feel fully 

enlightened in Madrid
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This expansive and opulent royal palace
of Madrid, considered by some to be the
best in Europe, is tucked away in what 
at fi rst seems like something of a corner 
of the central city, but the breathtaking 
views out over to the mountains beyond 
make the choice of its position all the 
more understandable. 

The fi rst palace to stand on the site 
was built in the 9th century, but the 
current building was built by King 
Philip V for the Bourbon dynasty. 
Inspired by his childhood at the Chateau 
de Versailles, Philip created a palace 
of his own to emulate its grandeur. He 
employed Filippo Juvara, an Italian 
designer, to realise his vision. So this 
was a Spanish royal palace, designed 
by an Italian designer, at the request 
of French-born royalty – very much a 
project born out of Western Europe. 

The construction lasted from 1738-
55, and included two courtyards, one on 
the interior and one exterior, looking 

over to the Almudena Cathedral (an
excellent place to visit to compliment a
trip to the palace). 

Charles III was the fi rst Bourbon 
king to make it his offi  cial residence, 
when construction was fi nally fi nished 
completely in 1764. 

The palace is even more intricate 
inside than out. Spanish marble 
staircases and columns adorn rooms 
and grand halls, stucco and breathtaking 
frescoes appear at every turn and many 
incredible works of art are still collected 
and displayed inside. 

A large portrait of the current king 
and his family can be seen on the route 
taken by visitors around the expansive 
home. Today the palace is used only 
for state occasions such as dinners 
and offi  cial ceremonies, so its primary 
purpose now is to wow visitors with its 
glorious décor and impressive objects, 
including fi ve Stradivarius instruments, 
and at this it certainly succeeds. 

The Bourbons
and Enlightened
despotism
The enlightenment went

beyond art and architecture to

inspire a newmethod of rule

The 18th century saw some European monarchs adopt the

methods of so-called ‘Enlightened Despotism’. This was

first brought to Spain by Charles III, whose reign began

in 1759. He was determined to make Spain a formidable

world power through reform. The idea was that the

rational thinking that had gained popularity should be

applied to social, economic and political issues. Charles 

brought this to Spain (having begun his career as king of 

Naples), beginning with anticlericalism and abolishing 

public charities funded by the church. The possessions 

of monasteries were confiscated and the institutions 

themselves suppressed. The teachings of philosophers 

who had proclaimed the ‘divine right of the people’ rather 

than kings were also banned. 

The Jesuits were expelled for their vocal opposition 

to the new methods of the monarchy, and to its all-

consuming power. But they had been responsible for 

much of the higher education available within Spain, and 

their banishment left a large chasm behind. So it is not 

hard to see how this movement, which stemmed from the 

reasoned thinking of philosophers and intellectuals, came 

to be known as despotism. 

Charles also sought to create new routes of trade 

between Spain and the colonies. A national office 

was created in Madrid in an attempt to centralise the 

government of Spain and the economic fortunes of 

the country were improved recognisably. However, the 

methods did not continue after the death of Charles III 

in 1788. His legacy has been divisive – lauded by some for 

improving economic stability, and condemned by others, 

for his expulsion of the Jesuits and despotic tendencies. 

4 PALACIO REAL

NLIGHTENMENT MADRID



Reina Sofia Museum
Francesco Sabatini, a recurring name in

Enlightenment architecture of Madrid, also worked

on this fantastic Madrid art gallery in the 18th century. 

But at the time, the design was for a general hospital 

to serve the city. Along with Jose de Hermosilla, 

Sabatini created the blueprint for a building that 

would one day go on to house some of the greatest 

works of modern art in the world. 

Perhaps the most famous piece in the building is 

Picasso’s Guernica, which draws crowds to the gallery 

(though the heads of other visitors crowding to see it 

may get in the way). Even if you’re not keen on seeing 

such a blockbuster piece, there are several floors and 

countless rooms of art from Dalí to Joan Miro, Man 

Ray to Juan Gris and many more. 

Royal Botanical
Gardens

These huge gardens were moved in 1774, a mammoth

task allowing them to undergo a complete redesign

in compliance with the fashions of the time. Juan de

Villaneuva, a popular designer who also contributed

to the Prado Museum, and Francesco Sabatini were

the creative forces tasked with masterminding the

new layout.

The gardens moved all the way from the edge of

the Manzanares River to the Paseo del Prado, where

they can still be visited today. Thousands of plant

species can be found on a stroll through the gardens.

6

This park is always bustling with both
visitors and Madrilènes on the weekends, 
and with good reason. The vast park, covering 
around 142 hectares, is the perfect verdant 
retreat for the city’s residents whose only 
outdoor space is a balconet – which is why it 
is often referred to as the ‘lungs of the city’. 

The park has only been open to the public 
for just under 150 years, however, before then 
it was only accessible to royalty. Philip IV 
fi rst conceived and designed the park in the 
mid-17th century, but on the arrival of Philip 
V in 1700, things were bound to change. 
Philip, inspired no doubt by the grandeur 
of Versailles (as he had been with the royal 
palace), ordered a parterre to be added, 
standing out as the only such French garden 

in the Buen Retiro park. Today, the parterre 
sits in the west of the park, with a satisfying 
array of topiary and many neat, low hedges. 

The Bourbon kings continued to make 
use of the gardens, with Ferdinand VI 
commissioning a new palace to replace 
one built under Philip IV. Ferdinand’s new 
palace burnt down, however, making his 
eff orts somewhat fruitless. 

One of the most popular areas of the 
park is the lake, where boats can be rented 
for a pleasurable row about (though this 
can mean a wait of 30 minutes or more at 
busy times). The Crystal Palace, built in 
1887 and based on London’s own structure 
of the same name, is also striking, and often 
displays temporary exhibitions of art. 

Take the 
family
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José Ribelles y Helip c.1820
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Catalonia Las Cortes
This hotel, restored to its former glory in 2006, gives 

visitors a rare opportunity to sleep in an 18th-century 

palace. Parquet flooring and marble columns remain 

from the original structure, while the rooms are 

designed with modern elegance, and suites and 

meeting rooms have ceilings painted with beautiful, 

modern frescoes. Located between Plaza Santa Ana 

and the Prado, it’s also well located for visiting the 

Enlightenment sites of the city. Standard rooms begin 

at €115 per room per night with free WiFi. A buffet 

breakfast is also available.

Where to sta

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

MADRID

ITALY

MOROCCO

PORTUGAL

ALGERIA

SPAIN

FRANCE

Madrid

Essential information
Where Madrid is very easy to get to, and 

to get around. Flights are available from 

many central and regional airports across 

the UK and main airports in the US. Adolfo 

Suárez Madrid–Barajas Airport is the main 

airport serving the city, and from there buses 

connect passengers with ease (the ride takes 

around 30 minutes). You can also take the 

train or metro to the centre from the airport.

The train station at the centre of the 

city (close to attractions including the Buen 

Retiro park) is the Atocha station which is 

easy to get to from mainland Europe.

When to visit Madrid’s position around 

the centre of Spain means that the climate 

is warm for much of the year. April-October 

will be warm, while July and August are 

particularly hot.

Time zone UTC+1:00

Currency Euro

Links
www.esmadrid.com Check in to the official Madrid tourism website for tips and ideas

www.turismomadrid.es Another official source for travel ideas in Madrid and the area

www.museodelprado.es Discover more information and tickets for the Prado Museum

Need to know

Churros and chocolate
Madrid is known for this sweet 

street food. Strips of doughnut 

batter are deep fried and covered 

with sugar (and cinnamon if you 

like) and dipped in hot chocolate 

sauce. Find a street stall or head to 

Chocolateria San Ginés. 

Transport passes
You can buy transport passes 

for the Madrid Metro, which 

allow you to travel anywhere 

throughout the city during the 

day. However, many of the sights 

are within walking distance, so 

wear comfortable shoes. 

Museum free-entry days
The Reina Sofia offers free entry 

between 7pm and 9pm, Monday-

Saturday (excluding Tuesday), 

while the Prado is free between 6 

and 8pm Monday to Saturday and 

5pm to 7pm on Sundays. Queues 

at these times will be long. 

Eat & drin
Café de Chinitas
This flamenco restaurant may not display the 

tradition of the 18th century (Flamenco was first 

documented in the 19th century), but the restaurant 

itself can be found within an 18th-century mansion, 

decorated inside with colourful shawls in an 

Andalusian style and adapted for the purpose of 

entertaining diners with this most Spanish of dances. 

It can be found near the Gran Via area in the centre 

of the city, and offers a three-course meal with 

flamenco show for around €65. Tables and show 

tickets can be booked online in advance. ©
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HettyGoldmanwas born into a famous
Wall Street family – her grandfather
was the founder of finance company
GoldmanSachs – but she foundherself

drawn to the pursuit of the past rather than the
dollar. After graduating from Pennsylvania’s Bryn Mawr
College with majors in Greek and English, she considered
a career in writing, but found that she had, “…as yet,
nothing to say.”

Goldman began to find her vocation after taking a
three-month tour of archaeological sites in Italy in 1906.
She was inspired to continue studying and her masters
thesis on Greek vase painting won her a fellowship to the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens in 1910,
the first time it had been awarded to a woman.

Hetty Goldman’s last excavation 

took place at the historic city of 

Tarsus, Turkey

Goldman was now convinced her future lay in 
archaeology. Her fi rst excavation was with fellow 
graduate Alice Leslie Walker at Halae in Greece. Together 
they uncovered a small sanctuary of Athena, but it was 
the underlying prehistoric village that spurred Goldman’s 
lifelong interest in the pre-classical world.

Confl ict was a misfortune that would halt Goldman’s 
work with frustrating regularity. The Balkan Wars 
of 1912-13 and then World War I interrupted the 
excavations at Halae; during both confl icts, Goldman 
volunteered as a nurse. In 1922, work at Goldman’s 
second major excavation, Colophon in western Turkey, 
had to stop after only ten weeks when the Greco-Turkish 
War broke out. When the team returned, most of the 
antiquities they had uncovered had been stolen.

HETTY GOLDMAN

BREAKING GROUND 
FOR WOMEN IN 
ARCHAEOLOGY

ABOVE Goldman was 

one of the first female 

archaeologists to forge a 

successful career in the 

male-dominated subject

HERITAGE HERO



MAKING
AHERO

Highest honour
She was awarded the Gold

Medal for Distinguished

Archaeological

Achievement.

Original research
Her work changed

our understanding of

prehistoric Greece

and Turkey.

Humanitarian
Goldman used her

position to sponsor many

German refugees who

were fleeing the Nazis.

Trailblazer
By mentoring female

archaeologists, she played

a critical part in opening

the field for women.

Comprehensive
reports

Goldman’s results and the

reports on her excavations

are still used today.

1

2

3

4

5

The only one of Goldman’s major excavations that 
wasn’t interrupted by war was a dig she carried out on an 
unusual mound in Boeotia. Goldman spotted its potential 
on one of her fi rst trips to Greece in 1911, but it wasn’t 
until 13 years later that she fi nally got permission to pull 
back the soil. Over the next three years, she uncovered the 
town of Eutresis, making important discoveries that shed 
new light on the Bronze Age in Greece.

Goldman’s fi nal excavation was at Tarsus in south-
central Turkey, seeking prehistoric links between Greece 
and Anatolia, a project that began in 1935 and was 
completed in 1947. When World War II brought that dig 
to a temporary halt, Goldman had no option but to stay at 
her desk at the Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton. 
She had joined the prestigious research centre in 1936, 

with the understanding that she would spend half her 
time in the fi eld. Goldman’s energy was legendary and 
the long war years dragged for a woman who was used to 
directing her trenches from dawn to dusk. 

Goldman retired in 1947 but continued to analyse the 
results of the Tarsus excavations for years afterwards, 
fi nally completing her work with the publication of a 
third volume in 1963. She died nine years later at the age 
of 90. Goldman’s methodical excavations, comprehensive 
reports and original research sealed her reputation as 
an archaeologist to be admired, but considering that she 
was a woman in what was still a man’s world – Goldman’s 
excavation at Halae may have been the fi rst dig on the 
Greek mainland directed by women – her achievements 
are magnifi ed. She truly broke new ground.

HERITAGE HERO
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“The excavation 
is my fi rst love and 

fundamentally I fear I am 
a wandering spirit”

H E T T Y G O L D M A N



ROYAL STORIES

ON SALE NOW
A Tudor Christmas The Anastasia Conspiracy Habsburg incest

w w w.his tor yanswers.co.uk

BUY YOUR ISSUE TODAY
Print edition available at www.imagineshop.co.uk

Digital edition available at www.greatdigitalmags.com

facebook.co.uk/HistoryOfRoyals twitter.com/HistoryOfRoyals

Available 
from all good 

newsagents and 
supermarkets

CASTLES & PALACES INTERVIEWS GALLERIES ROYAL NEWS

Untold stories of the world's greatest monarchs

Available on the following platforms
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Edgar Allan 
Poe Cottage
Edgar Allan Poe made his home 
on Kingsbridge Road in the 
Bronx with his wife, Virginia, and 
his mother. It was here that he 
penned some of his most famous 
work. Their cottage now stands 
in Poe Park, where visitors can 
enjoy a tour of the iconic author’s 
celebrated home.

Walt Whitman 
Birthplace
Poet Walt Whitman grew up in 
the Huntingdon Station house 
that his father built. Now a 
museum dedicated to Whitman’s 
life and work, the house 
contains a rich and extensive 
collection of artefacts including 
original manuscripts written in 
Whitman’s own hand.

Washington 
Irving’s Sunnyside
The riverside home of Sunnyside 
off ers visitors an unmissable 
chance to learn more about the 
man behind The Legend Of Sleepy 

Hollow. Situated in extensive 
grounds, Irving developed a tiny 
cottage into a colonial sanctuary 
that brings his love of romance 
and architecture vibrantly to life.  

Robert Louis 
Stevenson 
Memorial Cottage 
and Museum
This secluded Saranac Lake 
hideaway was winter home to 
Robert Louis Stevenson for just a 
few months. It is now a museum 
dedicated to his entire career and 
its tiny interior is busting with 
Stevenson memorabilia.

 Wed-Sun: 10.30am-3.30pm (tours only)

Adults: $12/£9, concessions available

hudsonvalley.org/historic-sites/

washington-irvings-sunnyside

 Wed-Sun: 1pm-4pm

Adults: $6/£4, concessions available

Walking and guided tours are available 

waltwhitman.org

Thurs-Sun: 10am-3pm

Adults: $5/£4, concessions available

Walking and guided tours are available 

bronxhistoricalsociety.org/poe-cottage/

Mon-Sun:11.30am-2.30pm(guidedtoursonly)

Free admission

nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/elizabeth-cady-

stanton-house.htm

Auth museums
in New York
New York is the birthplace and home of many 
celebrated authors and visitors shouldn’t miss 
these literary standouts

Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton House
Elizabeth Cady Stanton dedicated her 
life to furthering the cause of women in 
19th-century America. Controversial, Stanton 
made her home at Seneca Falls in what is now 
the Women’s Rights National Historic Park. 

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

QUICK GUIDES TO SOME AMAZING PLACES

 Tues-Sun: 9.30am-4.30pm (July-Sep)

Free admission

robert-louis-stevenson.org/107-baker-

cottage-saranac-lake/

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

FAMOUSPOETRY

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

WOMEN’S 

RIGHTS
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Mini Guides – Roman Naples

Roman sites
in Naples
In modern day Naples, the ancient 
Romans are never too far away. 
Here are a handful of the sites you 
really shouldn’t miss

Capua 
Amphitheatre
Second in size only to the 
Coliseum, this magnifi cent and 
well-preserved amphitheatre 
was originally constructed in 
Emperor Augustus’ time, the 1st 
century, and was later restored 
by Hadrian. The legendary 
gladiator Spartacus fought here 
and it really is a must-see for any 
traveller to Naples.

Baiae 
Archaeological 
Park
Once a mineral spring that 
off ered wealthy Romans a 
place to indulge the pleasures 
of the fl esh, and later a place of 
pilgrimage for the Romantics, 
Baiae is rightly famed for its 
stunning ruins. Travellers 
shouldn’t miss the domed 
Temple of Echo.

Santa Chiara 
Thermal Baths
The remains of this 1st-century 
thermal bath complex are the 
most complete example of their 
kind in Naples. Once the private 
spa of a wealthy Roman family, 
this site was rediscovered during 
WWII. Visitors to the baths can 
enjoy the  extensive Santa Chiara 
museum, which is dedicated to 
the spa.

San Lorenzo 
Maggiore
Beneath a Medieval church 
hides the city of Neapolis, the 
birthplace of modern Naples. 
The ruins include not only 
government buildings but also 
those more familiar to everyday 
Romans, including a bakery 
and market place. An extensive 
museum tells the story of 
Neapolis and the modern city.

Mon-Sun: 9.30am-5.30pm

Adults: €9 (£7/$9), concessions available

laneapolissotterrata.it/en/home-en/

Mon-Sun: 9am-sunset

Free admission

parcoarcheologicosommersodibaia.it

 Mon-Sun: 9am-6pm

Adults: €2.50 (£2/$2)

ancientcapua.com/amphitheater

 Mon-Sun: 9.30am-5.30pm

Adults: €6 (£5/$6), concessions available

monasterodisantachiaraing.com

Piscina Mirabilis
Carved out of the face of the Bacoli cliff , this cistern once 
provided the Roman imperial fl eet with fresh drinking water. 
With its vaulted ceilings and long hallways, it is an evocative 
chance to step back in time and experience one of the marvels 
of Roman engineering.

Mon-Sun: 9am-6pm

Admission by donation and pre-arranged guided tour 

Must telephone ahead to arrange a tour

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT
HUGE 

THEATRE

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTGLIMPSE ROMAN LIFE
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Isle of Man Steam Railway
First opened in 1870, passengers on this narrow gauge steam railway 
really do feel as though they have taken a step back in time. The 
railway is home to events and is focussed on sharing its remarkable 
rolling stock with visitors of all ages. There’s also a museum where 
visitors can learn about the history of this Victorian railway.

Ticket prices and times depend on the 

route travelled. See website for more

www.iomsrsa.im

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Historic transport 
on the Isle of Man
The Isle of Man is home to some of the most 
remarkable examples of historic transport still 
working today

Manx Electric 
Railway
The Manx Electric Railway 
dates to 1893 and runs along the 
island’s east coast. Passengers 
travel in Victorian or Edwardian 
carriages and the railway 
has survived nationalisation, 
private ownership and the 
threat of closure to become an 
unmissable, historic attraction 
that’s a thrill for all ages.

Snaefell Mountain 
Railway
Providing visitors with a unique 
way to reach the summit of 
Snaefell, the electric mountain 
railway still uses its original 
Victorian railcars. Powered by 
overhead electric wires, the 
railway lines cannot be used in 
the winter, so be sure to visit 
in the spring and summertime 
when the weather is fi ne.

Isle of Man 
Motor Museum
If electricity isn’t your power 
source of choice, don’t miss the 
Isle of Man Motor Museum. 
Petrol heads will love this trip 
back through decades of car 
and motorcycle history, as well 
as the opportunity to see some 
truly historic exhibits such as the 
Joey Dunlop Collection exhibit, 
exclusively on display for 2016.

Douglas Bay 
Horse Tramway
Taking life at a more leisurely 
pace is the Douglas Bay Horse 
Tramway, which was saved from 
closure in 2016. This summer 
attraction off ers a wonderfully 
relaxed way for visitors to take 
in the beautiful seafront views. 
The Douglas Bay tramway is the 
last remaining Victorian horse-
drawn tramway in the world. 

Fri-Mon: 10am-5pm

Adults: £9.50 ($11), Children: £4.50 ($5)

isleofmanmotormuseum.com

Ticket prices and times vary

Adult: £16 ($19), Child: £8 ($9)

manxelectricrailway.co.uk

Open summer and spring only

Tickets vary according to route and time

friendsofdbht.org

Ticket prices and times vary

Adult: £16 ($19), Child: £8 ($9)

manxelectricrailway.co.uk/snaefell/

Mini Guides – Historic transport

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

VICTORIAN 

RAILCARS

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTNARROW GAUGE
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Kanch Mandir
Built in the early 20th century, 
Kanch Mandir is also known 
as the Temple of Glass, thanks 
to its beautifully glazed and 
mirrored interior. Echoing 
ancient architectural stylings, 
its intricate mosaics illustrate 
ancient tales, while major 
festivals and gatherings are often 
celebrated here. Sunrise visits 
are spectacular. 

Jagdish Temple
Jodhpur’s Jagdish Temple stands 
resplendent on a raised terrace 
in Udaipur and it is particularly 
notable for its hollow spire, 
which towers over the landscape. 
The brass Garuda inside is a 
particularly important artefact. 
Decorated in intricate carvings 
that date back to the 17th 
century, this is a must-see on any 
trip to Rajasthan.

Lodurva Jain 
Temple
Though this once magnifi cent 
sandstone temple now stands in 
ruins, it is still well worth making 
the trip to visit. Built in the 12th 
century, the Lodurva Jain temple 
was once the centre of the Bhati 
Rajput world. It now stands as 
a beautiful monument to an 
ancient time. Make sure to catch 
the mesmerising peacock dance.

Laxman Mandir
Discovered by Lord Cunningham 
in 1872, Laxman Mandir was 
constructed in the 7th century to 
honour the Hindu god, Vishnu. 
It stands on a high platform 
accessible by steps and remains 
one of the most stunning 
examples of an ancient Indian 
brick temple. Its interior depicts 
centuries of mythology, culture 
and learning.

Mon-Sun: 7am-7pm (12pm-5pm for non Jains)

Free admission

No skirts or shorts allowed

Chaumukha Temple
Situated in Ranakpur, Chaumukha Temple is 
set on Palitana, the mountain of 900 temples 
and 4,000 steps. This 15th-century temple 
is an architectural marvel and its 80 domes 
will take your breath away, not to mention 
the supporting pillars. Each is intricately 
carved, no two are the same, and they appear 
to change colour as the daylight dies.

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Mini Guides – Rajasthan temples

No trip to India is complete without a journey 
to the magnificent temples of Rajasthan, 
known to be some of the most breathtaking 
sights of the subcontinent

Temples of 
Rajasthan

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

INCREDIBLE 

DOMES

Mon-Sun: 5.30am-10pm

Free admission

Close to lots of transport links

Mon-Sun: 10am-12pm, 

5.30pm-8.30pm

Free admission

Mon-Sun: 5am-12pm, 4pm-8pm

Free admission

Photography is not allowed

Mon-Sun: dawn-dusk

Free admission

Easily accessed via taxi, cab or buses

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

INCREDIBLESPIRE
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MiniGuides – Painted monasteries

Arbore Monastery
Luca Arbore, one of the most 
senior nobles at the Court of 
Stephen, built the Great Arbore 
Monastery. Although Luca 
was eventually executed, the 
monastery still stands to this day 
and was the first to be placed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site list. A must-see on the visit 
is the fresco of Gensis on the 
western wall of the monastery. 

Voronet 
Monastery
Known by some as the Sistine 
Chapel of the East, Voronet 
monastery was constructed 
by Stephen the Great to 
commemorate victory in battle. 
Saint Daniel is buried here 
and, since 1991, this working 
monastery has been a place of 
pilgrimage and prayer after more 
than two centuries of disuse.

Painted 
monasteries in 
Romania
These remarkable decorated monasteries take 
visitors back to the Byzantine era. Each 16th-century 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites is a very public work 
of art, not to be missed on any visit

Sucevita Monastery
You might be forgiven for thinking that Sucevita is more fortress 
than monastery, and you would be right. Built to withstand attack, 
this occasional royal palace is also the most decorated, featuring an 
unforgettable fresco of sinners being dragged down to hell.

Mon-Sun: 7am-9pm

Adults: 5 leu (£1/$1)

Parking available for small fee

EXPLORER’S ESSENTIALS

Moldovita 
Monastery 
Richly decorated with vibrant 
frescoes, the colourful exterior of 
Moldovita catches the sunlight 
on its glittering walls, where 
the frescoes tell the story of the 
scriptures. Built to confront the 
Ottoman invaders by the son of 
Stefan the Great, the Moldovita 
Monastery remains truly a 
breathtaking sight.

Humor Monastery
One of the best preserved of the 
painted monasteries and home to 
a priceless collection of religious 
icons, Humor Monastery will 
also raise a wry smile for visitors 
who manage to spot its depiction 
of a very feminine devil. The 
fresco depicting the Siege Of 
Constantinople cemented 
Humor’s role as a place of 
propaganda too.

 Open 24 hours

Adults: 5 leu (£1/$1)

No shorts or skirts above the knees

 Open 24 hours

Adults: 5 leu (£1/$1)

Free parking available

 Mon-Sun: 9am-5pm

Adults: 5 leu (£1/$1)

Parking available for small fee

 Mon-Sun: 8am-10pm

Adults: (£1/$1)

Parking available for a small fee

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

OTTOMAN 

HISTORY

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

FORTIFIEDMONASTERY
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Strange Places
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DARGAVSVILLAGE
This village is known as the City of the Dead 
– a necropolis of Northern Russia where 99 
house-like tombs serve as the resting place 
for hundreds of people.

Dargavs is a mysterious place, accessible 
only by a long and perilous journey along 
treacherous mountain roads. At the end of 
the road lies what appears to be a Medieval 
settlement, yet this is a settlement that 
is home to no living soul. Within these 
buildings, some numbering as high as four 
storeys, archaeologists have found the 

remains of bodies dating back to at least the 
16th century.

Nobody knows the story behind Dargavs, 
yet local legend claims that this Ossetian 
site was once built to house victims of a 
devastating plague. Those who died in the 
houses were simply left there and, over the 
centuries, new bodies were laid beside them. 
Mysteriously, some of the remains have been 
found laid out in wooden boats, perhaps to 
ferry them into the after life, while the wells 
dotted through the site allowed grieving 

families to discover the fate of their loved 
one. If a coin dropped into the well can be 
heard to strike a stone at the bottom, it was 
taken as a sign that the dead person’s soul had 
safely reached heaven.

This sombre, isolated spot has 
understandably become a place that is now 
rich in legends, with locals warning that 
anyone who enters the cemetery alive will 
never leave. It may well be a chance worth 
taking, because the City of the Dead is a place 
unlike any other on earth.



Stay at the home of the Dambusters
Enjoy fabulous food, great hospitality and beautiful surroundings in the heart of Bomber County

Just 10 minutes’ drive from BBMF Visitors Centre

Contact us directly for our best available rates and special offers

 

Call Reservations on 01526 352411 or email reception@petwood.co.uk

Petwood Hotel, Stixwould Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, LN10 6QG

www.petwood.co.uk

Set in 30 acres of beautiful grounds in the heart of Lincolnshire, The Petwood Hotel is a perfect base

for exploring the county’s coast, the Wolds, aviation heritage sites and the historic city of Lincoln



_a royal welcome

Discover the connection between Great Britain and Germany’s Royal Houses. To explore the 

fascinating royal connections between the two countries, why not travel in the footsteps of 

the crowned British monarchy in Germany? Visit our website to discover the splendid towns, 

castles & gardens as well as the intriguing history of our Royal Heritage Route. 

Find out more at:  www.germany.travel/royalheritage
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