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What you
said about ...

COAL’S LAST KICK Justin Worland’s
April 17 feature on the state of the coal
industry sparked thoughtful debate. “Clean
energy provides WAY more jobs than the
coal industry,” @VHodgeAuthor wrote on
Twitter, expressing
the belief that
President Trump
“conned” miners
with promises of
work. Meanwhile,
Tyler Miller of Silver
Spring, Md., argued
that in a changing
energy market, there
are other factors to
consider. “Coal is no
match for natural
gas,” Miller wrote.
Given the situation,
both Imran Contractor of Valley Stream,
N.Y., and Gordon D. Barnes of Mukilteo,
Wash., called for increased funding for
continuing education and mentorship to help
coal workers hone their transferrable skills.

‘The coal
mining
museum in
Kentucky
switched to
solar power.
I think that
says it all.’

@TSHC1961,

on Twitter

‘[She] should
be awarded
another
Olympic
medal—a
gold
one—for
representing
America so
well in her
letter.’

WESS CONNALLY,
Rangeley, Maine

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT Joan Dubie of
Westborough, Mass., was among the readers
moved by Olympic medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad’s
open letter to President Trump in the April 3 issue,
in which the fencer criticized travel bans targeting
her fellow Muslims. Her message is “striking in

her unlinching respect
for all parties concerned,”
wrote Bradford Smith of
Bend, Ore. Ann Pompelio
of Sparta, N.J., said the
op-ed is a testament to
“our country’s ability to
ight bigotry and hate with
love.” Joan S. Wechter
of Mount Laurel, N.J.,
thanked TIME for devoting
a full page to it and wrote,
“It is depressing and
tragic that such a letter
needs to be sent to a
President.” Not everyone
agreed: Don Ward of Lake
Oswego, Ore., thought
that the author’s take
was “well written” but
“misguided.”

Subscribe
to TIME’s

free history
newsletter and
get the stories

behind the

news, plus a
curated selection
of highlights from

our archives.
For more, visit

time.com/email

BONUS

TIME

HISTORY

CAPTURING CLIMATE CHANGE Sea ice usually covers more
surface area in the Canadian Arctic in early April than at any other
time of year. This year, due to rising temperatures, that sea ice has
decreased by 500,000 square miles, compared with the average for
recent decades, according to the National Snow and Ice Data Center.
Getty Images photographer Mario Tama followed a team of NASA
scientists to document these receding ice sheets. His photos, like
this one from Ellesmere Island, show the fragile state of this special
ecosystem—one that scientists now say might be disappearing faster
than previously anticipated. See more photos on time.com/lightbox

MOST STRESSED STATES TIME Labs
mapped data that used 33 factors—like credit
scores, divorce rates and sleep rates—to
quantify stress in every U.S. state and D.C.
(Lucky Minnesota fared best.) See the full list
at time.com/stressed-states
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For the Record

SOURCES: LOS ANGELES T IMES; MORNING CONSULT; NEW YORK T IMES; POYNTER

‘I started screaming, and he thought I had gone nuts.’
ART CULLEN, reporter and editor, describing his reaction and that of his brother John after learning he won a Pulitzer Prize in editorial writing for

his work at the Storm Lake Times, a 10-person, family-run Iowa newspaper serving a town with a population of about 10,000

‘He has
not just

confessed.
He has

provided
information.’
JOHAN ERIKSSON, lawyer, explaining that his
client Rakhmat Akilov was cooperating with
Swedish law enforcement; the Uzbek man is
suspected of driving a truck into a crowded
Stockholm street on April 7, killing at least

four and injuring as many as 15

88
Percentage of doctors
who recommended

mammograms to women
ages 45 to 49 in 2016,
according to a new study

in JAMA, despite U.S.
Preventive Services Task
Force guidance that year
that most women ages

40 to 49 should make an
individual decision about

the screening

‘My motto is,
“Why not?” and I
always stick by it.’

RUSSELL WESTBROOK, Oklahoma City Thunder guard, explaining his mind-set
after breaking Hall of Famer Oscar Robertson’s 1961–62 record for most triple-
doubles in a season; according to the NBA, Westbrook is only the second player

in league history “to average a triple-double over an entire season”

‘THERE’S NO
COMPARING
ATROCITIES.’

SEAN SPICER, White House
press secretary, apologizing

for attempting to compare the
actions of Syrian President

Bashar Assad to those of Adolf
Hitler by arguing that even

the Nazi dictator didn’t “sink
to using chemical weapons”

during World War II; Spicer was
criticizing the Assad regime
for using poison gas, which
Nazis used on millions of

Holocaust victims

MARISSA, third-grader at North Park Elementary in San Bernardino, Calif., speaking outside the
school after a gunman entered a special-needs class on April 10, fatally shot his wife (a teacher) and

then himself; stray bullets struck two students, including an 8-year-old boy who later died

17.8
Weight, in tons, of a

meteorite at the center
of an ongoing legal
dispute between a

Kazakh herder and the
Chinese government; the
man has sued after he
found the boulder and
kept it undisturbed for
two years, until oficials

in 2011 declared it
Chinese property

Bernie
Morning

Consult found
Vermont’s Sanders
is the most popular

Senator (among
respective

constituents)

Christie
The polling irm

found New Jersey’s
Chris to be the least

popular governor

GOOD WEEK

BAD WEEK

6,755
Number of United States Postal Service

workers who were attacked by dogs in 2016,

200 more than the year before
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WORLD

The Trump-
Putin reset
is dead—but
don’t rule out
an amicable
settlement
By Simon Shuster

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson faces of with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on April 12

IN THE END, VLADIMIR PUTIN
agreed to see the envoy from the
Trump Administration. After a week
of mutual recriminations over the
war in Syria, the Russian President
did not snub Rex Tillerson during
the U.S. Secretary of State’s irst
oicial visit to Moscow. Instead, Putin
showed a willingness to grit his teeth
and accept the U.S. attack against his
ally in Syria—as long as Trump ofered
him a way to save face in the process.

It was demeaning enough for Putin
to welcome Tillerson on April 12 after
the accusations the visitor’s country
had leveled at his hosts. Poison gas
had been used to kill up to 100 people
on April 4, including children, in a
rebel-held town in western Syria. In an
intelligence report declassiied a week
later, the White House blamed Syrian

President Bashar Assad for committing
that atrocity and latly accused Russia
of covering it up.

The punitive missile strike ordered
by President Trump against a Syrian
air force base heralded a sharp tack
in the White House’s approach to the
Kremlin. Both Tillerson and his boss
insisted that Russia must revoke its
support for Assad. “Putin must see
what a barbarian this guy is, and it’s a
very bad symbol for Russia with this
guy gassing children,” Trump told the
New York Post.

The Kremlin showed no sign of
backing down. In an interview aired on
Russian television at the start of Tiller-
son’s visit to Moscow, Putin said the
U.S. had violated international law by
attacking Assad’s forces without irst
proving his use of chemical weapons.

‘THE TEAM SURROUNDING THE PRESIDENT IS AMONG THE MOST CONFLICTED GROUPS IN MEMORY.’ —PAGE 10

A
P

PHOTOGR APH BY ALEX A NDER ZEMLIA NICHENKO
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TheBrief

The U.S. had acted in Syria much as it did in Iraq
in 2003, he said, by attacking a sovereign country
“under a completely trumped-up pretext.”

The thunderous backbiting seemed to blow
apart Trump’s pledge to “get along” with Russia
after a presidential race overshadowed by claims
that Moscow had covertly helped Trump get
elected. Yet behind the escalating rhetoric, the two
sides were both careful to leave room to smooth
things over. The Kremlin stopped well short of
countering the attack by military means. It did not
use Russia’s air defense systems in Syria to attempt
to shoot down the U.S. cruise missiles, as it could
have. Nor did Putin revoke his invitation to form
a coalition with the U.S. against ISIS. For its part,
the Trump Administration ofered no clarity on
how exactly it would seek to remove Assad; Trump
himself insisted in the New York Post interview
that “our big mission is getting rid of ISIS . . .
that’s where it’s always been.” For the sake of that
objective, they may still be willing to set aside their
dispute over Assad.

That has been Putin’s hope ever since he
intervened Syria in 2015. The ideal outcome for
him would be an anti-terrorism coalition with the
U.S. and its allies in Syria—one that would keep
Assad in power, eliminate ISIS and erode the West’s
resolve in isolating Russia over its 2014 annexation
of Crimea from Ukraine. This latest twist in the
conlict leaves the Kremlin with a worsening
dilemma, however. Russia’s isolation from the West
is deeper than ever, and Trump has embraced the
sort of interventionism that Putin has long sought
to counter in the Middle East. Russia is also now
bonded with Iran—an alliance that the U.S. would
not allow into its own coalition in Syria.

To underscore that dilemma, Tillerson arrived
in Moscow with an ultimatum: abandon Assad or
share responsibility for his crimes. Neither option
would seem palatable to Putin, who is intent on
projecting strength, especially in his frequent
confrontations with the West. “The idea of retreat
is not part of our President’s constitution,” says
Alexander Konovalov, a foreign policy expert
in Moscow. “So he will have to demonstrate
toughness.”

That need to act tough did not stop Putin from
showing an openness—even an eagerness—to
work with the U.S. during Tillerson’s visit. While
avoiding the media right after their talk, the
Russian President left it to his Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov to announce that U.S.-Russia
cooperation would “beneit not only our peoples
but the entire world.”

What remained unclear after the meeting is
whether the two sides can ind any common ground
on the future of Assad, who appears intent on
imposing further horrors on his own people. □

TICKER

Republicans win
Kansas seat

Ron Estes won a
Kansas House seat in
the irst congressional

election since
President Trump’s
victory, replacing

Mike Pompeo, who
became CIA director in
January. Estes beat his
Democratic opponent

by 7 points. Trump
won the district in
November by 27.

German soccer
team’s bus bombed

Three pipe bombs
damaged a bus
carrying German

soccer team Borussia
Dortmund 90 minutes
before a game against

Monaco was due to
begin. Prosecutors

detained one suspect
and said there were

possible links to
Islamic extremism.

Alabama’s
‘Love Gov’ resigns

Alabama Governor
Robert Bentley

resigned following
an investigation into
his alleged affair with

a top aide, which
led lawmakers to

begin impeachment
proceedings against
him. The Republican
has denied the affair,
but pleaded guilty to
campaign-inance

abuses.

Heels optional in
British Columbia

Companies in
British Columbia

can no longer force
employees to

wear high heels to
work, following an
amendment to the

Canadian province’s
1996 Workers

Compensation Act.

Q&A

Colin Powell
The retired four-star general and former
Secretary of State is the founding chair of
America’s Promise Alliance. The
nonproit, aimed at improving the lives of
children, is holding a summit for its 20th
anniversary on April 18 in New York City.

What is the single most important

thing we can do for our kids?

Research shows that the presence of
stable, trusting adult relationships
in the lives of young people is a key
factor—perhaps the key factor—in
keeping them in school. Children
need to get a high-quality education,
avoid violence and the criminal-justice
system and gain jobs. But they deserve
more. We want them to learn not only
reading and math but fairness, caring,
self-respect, family commitment and
civic duty.

What have been the watershed

moments in terms of progress

and regression? The high school
graduation rate, now 83.2%, is higher
than it’s ever been. High-quality
early-childhood programs and health
coverage have expanded, and the
number of mentoring relationships for
at-risk youth has risen dramatically.
That progress is encouraging, but it’s
not evenly distributed.

Are your eforts more

necessary under the

new Administration?

We hope and expect that
it will make opportunity

for all young people
a real priority.

Standing in
support of
children is
something we
should all be
able to get be-
hind, regard-
less of party
ailiation.

—CLAIRE
HOWORTH
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The wild cards of

the French election

POLLS FAVOR THE NATIONAL FRONT’S
Marine Le Pen and independent Emmanuel
Macron to go forward into the second round of the
French presidential election after the irst stage
of voting on April 23. But a trio of populist fringe
candidates have shaken up the race in the inal
weeks before the polls open:

JEAN-LUC MÉLENCHON The French
far-left irebrand has surged in recent
polls, thanks to a fervent, youthful
fan base, and now rivals scandal-
tainted conservative candidate

François Fillon for third place. He has
eclipsed the Socialist Party’s candidate, Benoît
Hamon, and is threatening to steal votes from the
centrist Macron. The founder of France Unbowed
has a populist platform and aims to lower the
retirement age to 60, increase taxes on high earners
and take France out of the E.U. and NATO.

PACKAGED
PLANET

Most Western
nations consume
more packaged
food than fresh,

Euromonitor
International
found. Here, a
sample of the

30 nations that
spent the most on
packaged food per

capita in 2016:

DATA

WAR WEARY Children protest against the Syrian regime of President Bashar Assad on April 7 in Khan Sheikhoun, the

site of a chemical attack three days earlier that killed up to 100, including several children. The White House blamed

Assad’s forces for the atrocity, an allegation Damascus denies. On April 11, Turkey’s Health Minister Recep Akdag said

autopsies of the victims conirmed that sarin gas was used, a nerve agent considered a weapon of mass destruction

by the international community. Oficials from the World Health Organization and the Organisation for the Prohibition of

Chemical Weapons also took part in the examinations. Photograph by Firas Faham—Anadolu Agency/Getty Images

PHILIPPE POUTOU The plainspoken
candidate for the New Anticapitalist
Party took just ive weeks of from
his job as a Bordeaux mechanic to run
for President and has become a media

sensation after attacking Fillon and
Le Pen for corruption scandals during the second
presidential debate. He does not have a wide
base of support, but he could further splinter the
left-wing vote.

FRANÇOIS ASSELINEAU Le Pen is
not the only nationalist in the race.
Asselineau, the right-wing leader
of the Popular Republican Union,
also wants France out of the E.U.

and NATO, and has described himself
as a “Euro-atheist” rather than a Euroskeptic.
He’s unlikely to dent the National Front leader’s
campaign, however, and may even make her
stance on the E.U. look liberal by comparison—
Le Pen says Asselineau’s plan to pull France out of
the bloc is “brutal.”

—ZAMIRA RAHIM
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TheBriefTheBrief

DONALD TRUMP HAS CALLED HIS WHITE
House a “ine-tuned machine,” an image that
is at odds with the steady stream of sparks,
springs and sprockets that have lown out of
the West Wing since he was sworn in.

In fact, the team surrounding the
President is among the most conlicted
groups in memory, weaving together longtime
Washington hands, military brass, family
conidants, ideological revolutionaries and a
coterie of high-powered former Wall Street
executives. They are united by a common
desire to help Trump succeed, but deeply
divided by ideology and tactics.

At the matrix’s center is a President
proudly untethered to any conventional
political doctrine, who boasts about his
ability to change as circumstances demand.
Trump has always been transactional, looking
to make deals with the people in the room and
with the facts immediately before him. “I like
to think of myself as a lexible person,” he said
just before reversing his approach to Syria
with a missile attack.

As a result, aides spend a lot of time
jockeying for Trump’s attention. And while
their alliances shift depending on the issues
or the day, the faults tend to divide along
cultural lines. Each week seems to bring a
new group in or out of favor with the boss.
The biggest loser of late has been Stephen
Bannon, a strategist who championed
Trump’s early blow-it-up strategy of
governing. The President and other aides
have since concluded that Bannon’s
wrecking-ball approach has led to missteps,
dysfunction and sagging polls. Trump
suggested to the New York Post on April 11
that Bannon’s inluence has limits. “I’m my
own strategist,” he said.

Which means that for now other groups
are ascendant, including the realist foreign
policy advisers who supported the Syria
strikes and the group of pragmatic advisers
with Manhattan roots, who are working on
recrafting the Trump legislative strategy after
the failure of Obamacare repeal. The “ine-
tuned” machine is about to get a tune-up.

As the White House turns:
a guide to the shifting
power centers among
Trump’s top advisers
By Michael Scherer and Zeke J. Miller

CURRENT OR FORMER
MILITARY GENERAL

CABINET LEVEL

GOLDMAN SACHS ALUM

NET WORTH OVER
$10 MILLION

KEY:

STEPHEN MILLER
 Senior adviser for policy

NATIONALISTS
“AMERICA FIRST”

IMMIGRATION HAWKS
PUSHING TOUGH-ON-

TRADE POPULISM

PETER NAVARRO
National Trade

Council director

JEFF SESSIONS
Attorney General

JOHN KELLY
Homeland Security

Secretary

STEPHEN BANNON
Chief strategist

JAMES MATTIS
Defense Secretary

SEBASTIAN GORKA
Deputy assistant to

the President
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REALISTS
MILITARY-MINDED

PRAGMATISTS
UPHOLDING THE

ESTABLISHED ORDER

ESTABLISHMENT
REPUBLICANS

CONVENTIONAL
AND CONSERVATIVE

WASHINGTON
POWER BROKERS

HOPE HICKS

Director of strategic
communications

KELLYANNE CONWAY

Counselor to the
President

REX TILLERSON

Secretary of State

JOSEPH DUNFORD

Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff

H.R. MCMASTER

National Security
Adviser

NEW YORK
DEALMAKERS

C-SUITE SOCIAL
MODERATES WITH

MANHATTAN ROOTS

STEVEN MNUCHIN

Treasury Secretary

REINCE PRIEBUS

Chief of staff

JARED KUSHNER

Senior adviser
to the President

TRUMP
WHISPERERS
MINDERS OF THE

BRAND

IVANKA TRUMP

Special assistant
to the President

WILBUR ROSS

Commerce Secretary

DINA POWELL

Deputy National
Security Adviser

for strategy

GARY COHN

National Economic
Council director

MIKE PENCE

Vice President

SEAN SPICER

Press secretary

DON MCGAHN

White House counsel



THE RISK REPORT

Viktor Orban is
turning Hungary into
Europe’s black sheep
By Ian Bremmer

ON APRIL 4, HUNGARY’S PRIME MINISTER
Viktor Orban scored a victory in his campaign
against Western-backed institutions and
companies when the parliament gave him the
O.K. to shutter Central European University
(CEU) in Budapest. The move helps Orban
tighten his grip on power and may well
spell the end for CEU, a prestigious and
inancially independent institution funded
by Hungarian-born George Soros, a U.S.
inancier who has given heavily to liberal
causes around the globe.

In Budapest, tens of thousands of people,
mainly students, marched in protest at the
treatment of CEU on consecutive weekends
in April. But Orban won’t be inclined to back
down. His growing control of Hungary’s tra-
ditional media ensures favorable coverage for
the government and few opportunities for
the fragmented opposition to make its case.
He also knows that his fellow E.U. leaders are
far more focused on French and German elec-
tions, Brexit negotiations and worries over
Russia and Turkey than on Hungary. In addi-
tion, he’s unlikely to hear forceful complaints
from the White House, given Orban’s out-
spoken support for Donald Trump and the
Republican Party’s attitude toward Soros, a
major donor to liberal causes and a longtime
bogeyman for the conservative grassroots.

Orban has reversed course under pressure;
in 2014, he tried to impose a tax on Internet
traic, but huge demonstrations and force-
ful E.U. criticism forced him to retreat. If the
protests to save CEU become larger and an-
grier, political leaders in Europe might decide

the defense of academic freedom (and attacks
on Orban) makes for good politics. Foreign
multinationals, especially those ailiated
with CEU, would join the ight.

As things stand, however, Orban’s assaults
on Hungary’s liberal opposition and its West-
ern allies are poised to intensify, threatening
agreements that allow foreign companies to
operate in Hungary. The parliament is due to
consider a bill that would force every civil-
society organization and foundation that
receives more than about $25,000 per year
from outside Hungary to be labeled a foreign-
funded organization, a move similar to laws
passed in Vladimir Putin’s Russia aimed at

minimizing “foreign
inluence” inside
the country. Unless
coordinated pres-
sure from inside
and outside Hun-
gary forces Orban
to backtrack, he’ll
ride this strategy
into elections next
spring.

This escalation
will test the

determination of E.U. leaders to defend the
integrity of European integration. It’s one
thing to cut deals with Putin or Turkey’s Recep
Tayyip Erdogan as they trample Western
values within their own borders. It’s another
when the leader in question is consolidating
power in a country inside the E.U.

One defense strategy might be to strip
Hungary of its membership in the European
Parliament’s main center-right grouping.
That would allow E.U. leaders to reduce the
subsidies Hungary receives as a member
state. Pretty quickly, Orban would have to
choose between upholding respect for E.U.
values and losing the beneits that come with
being a member of the club. □

Orban’s

assaults on

Hungary’s

liberal

opposition

and its

Western allies

likely will

intensify

TICKER

Justice Neil Gorsuch
takes his seat

President Trump’s
Supreme Court

nominee Neil Gorsuch
was sworn in as a
Justice on April 10,

following a tumultuous
conirmation battle
that deeply divided

the Senate. Gorsuch
illed the late Antonin
Scalia’s seat after a
422-day vacancy.

Ahmadinejad tries
to stage a return

In a surprise move,
Iran’s polarizing former
President Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad
registered to run in the
country’s May election,
despite being advised
by Supreme Leader

Ayatullah Ali Khamenei
not to stand. His

candidacy is unlikely to
be approved by Iran’s

candidate vetters.

Judge: Texas voting
law discriminatory

A federal judge ruled
that a Texas voter-ID
law that came into
force in 2013 was

crafted with the intent
of discriminating

against minorities who
may face dificulties
obtaining one of the
seven forms of ID
required to vote.

Anchor reports on
husband’s death

A news anchor in India
was reporting on a car

accident when she
realized her husband
was involved in the
crash. Supreet Kaur
remained composed
during the 10-minute

broadcast before
her husband’s death
was conirmed to her

offscreen.

5,610
Length, in feet, of the world’s
first ship tunnel, which Norway
plans to begin building in
2019 to help vessels avoid the
stormy Stadhavet Sea; once
complete, the passage will be
162 ft. tall and 118 ft. wide

DIGIT

TheBrief
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WON

A irst major
tournament
(inally) for
Sergio García

SERGIO GARCÍA IS A
rarity among the
world’s best golfers:
he’s been so good,
for so long, that fans
know him by a single
name—yet entering
this year’s Masters, he
had never won a major
tournament. That
drought, spanning 73
career starts, ended
on April 9 in an
unforgettable fashion.
After trading shots
with Justin Rose across
the storied back nine
at Augusta National,
García, 37, had a
chance to clinch the
title with a putt on 18.
He missed it, sending
the pair to a one-hole
playof. This time
García was as good as
gold, sinking a birdie
putt that caused the
staid crowd to erupt in
shouts of “Ser-gee-oh!
Ser-gee-oh!”

It was a moment of
redemption for García,
whose reputation has
been dogged by his
inability to win the
big one. Consider that
dragon slain.

—SEAN GREGORY

“Some people say funny things—but I say
things funny,” Rickles said of himself

DIED

Don Rickles
Comedian

By Patton Oswalt

THE BUTT OF EVERY DON RICKLES INSULT—WHETHER
it was initially aimed at a “black,” a “Polack,” a “Jew,” a
“gypsy,” “elderly,” “gay” or “Martian”—was Rickles himself.
A lot of the words I listed are “problematic” or “insensitive.”
They’re crude and belong to an era when things were easy
for a small slice of a small slice of the American public. The
casual racism tossed of as punch lines and the exclusion
disguised as insight can be wince-inducing.

Don Rickles was above and beyond it all—all of it, the
incorrectness of yesterday as well as today’s hand-wringing
about it. Don wasn’t making fun of “the blacks”—he was
making fun of the sweaty lout who would place African
Americans in such a childish category. Whether his audi-
ence was “laughing for the right reasons” wasn’t his con-
cern. If the audience was too stupid to see that Don was
making fun of racism by personifying the most desperate
aspects of racism? Then they were part of the joke too.

Sometimes the things Don said weren’t even jokes—
they weren’t even nonsense. They were bursts of half
worked-out id. The last time I saw him was when John
Lasseter got his star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame a few
years ago. Don grimaced and addressed Lasseter and the
other celebrities in the crowd: “I see I’m the biggest name
here.” It was hilarious. And it was true. Rude, but true.

Oswalt is a comedian, writer and actor

AUTOS

Tesla’s
electric
shock

Tesla, based in Palo Alto,
Calif., is 14 years old, offers
just three models and sells

fewer cars annually than
Ford sells hatchbacks.

Yet on April 10, its market
value reached $51.5 billion,
surpassing GM’s. How can

Tesla stay at cruising speed?

MAINTAIN ITS STORY

Tesla’s rally is irrational. Investors
don’t care that in 2016 it sold

76,230 cars globally, compared
with GM’s 10.3 million. Or that it
may lose close to $1 billion this
year. They have faith in the story
CEO Elon Musk has been telling
about one day dominating the

market for electric power.

MAKE GOOD ON MODEL 3

The new Model 3 is Tesla’s irst
mass-market car. The sedan,

like its predecessors, is sleek,
fast and all electric. But its price
starts at just $35,000. Now the
irm has to ramp up production—
a stumbling block in the past—if
it wants to meet its 2018 goal of
building 500,000 vehicles a year.

MANAGE GROWTH

Last year Tesla acquired SolarCity,
an installer of rooftop solar

panels, for $2 billion. Tesla aims
to become a one-stop shop for

consumers who want to become
energy-independent. But if

the unit begins to look like a
sideshow, investors could waver
on Musk’s vision. —Matt Vella

Milestones
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Egyptian Coptic Christians gather at the
funeral for blast victims in the Nile Delta
city of Tanta, north of Cairo, on April 9

PHOTOGR APH BY AFP/GETTY IMAGES

A PAIR OF BOMB ATTACKS AT
churches in Egypt killed at least
44 people on April 9, shattering the
Christian festival of Palm Sunday
for the country’s Copts, the Middle
East’s largest Christian community.
One bomb ripped through a church
in the Nile Delta town of Tanta while
a suicide bomber set of his device
at an Alexandria cathedral where
Coptic Pope Tawadros II had held
Palm Sunday services. The attacks
were quickly claimed by the Islamic
State, which has become a persistent
menace in Egypt since an insurgent
movement in the Sinai Peninsula
proclaimed its allegiance in 2014.

In keeping with ISIS sectarian
absolutism, the Sinai militants,
who in recent years had killed more
than 1,000 soldiers and police, soon
expanded their targets to include
Egypt’s Christian community,
which makes up about 10% of the
population. In February dozens
of Christians led North Sinai for
Ismailia on the Suez Canal, fearing
for their lives following weeks of
attacks.

Egypt’s President Abdul Fattah
al-Sisi declared a new state of
emergency in response to the
bombings, but he faces accusations
that his government is failing to
do enough to protect the Christian
minority. It’s a tough charge for
a leader who promised a return
to security and order following a
military coup in 2013.

—JARED MALSIN

WORLD

Christians of
Egypt hit by ISIS
in Palm Sunday
bombings
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After decades of discussion and incomplete study, guaranteed income is inally being put to the test globally

SOMETIMES, ALL IT REALLY TAKES
to change the course of history is
a bit of dusting. That’s happened
recently as economists and policy-
makers began seriously re-examining
the 500-year-old concept of a basic-
income guarantee. The most debated
version, known as universal basic
income (UBI), is simple enough: the
government would pay every adult
citizen a salary, regardless of wealth,
employment income or if they worked
at all. Doing so, theory goes, might
solve a host of endemic economic
problems, from poverty to chronic
joblessness, that are only likely to
worsen in the coming century.

The kernel of the idea can be found,
perhaps ittingly, in Utopia, Thomas
More’s 1516 book. More articulated it
through one of his main characters,

Raphael Hythlodaeus. “No penalty on
earth will stop people from stealing,
if it is their only way of getting food,”
says Hythlodaeus. “It would be far
more to the point to provide everyone
with some means of livelihood.” Over
the centuries, some version or another
of that conclusion found proponents
in the likes of Thomas Paine, John
Stuart Mill and Bertrand Russell.

More recently, the concept has
often made odd bedfellows: Martin
Luther King Jr. endorsed the idea, as
did conservative economists Milton
Friedman and Friedrich Hayek. Start-
ing in the late 1960s, the Nixon Ad-
ministration studied the idea and tried
unsuccessfully to get a basic-income
beneit through Congress. (According
to Rutgers historian James Livings-
ton, the two men who oversaw a fact-

‘ARE BILLIONAIRE PHILANTHROPISTS UNIQUELY GOOD FOR SOCIETY?’ —PAGE 18

ECONOMICS

A utopian
idea whose
time may
inally have
arrived
By Matt Vella

ILLUSTR ATION BY CHRIS SILAS NEAL FOR TIME
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ARE BILLIONAIRE PHILANTHROPISTS
uniquely good for society? Not always,
writes David Callahan in The Givers.

The author argues that while the
decision to spend massive amounts of
money on causes ranging from curing
disease to remaking public education
may seem wholly positive, mega-
foundations with
recognizable
names can have
undemocratic
efects. “If you
don’t favor
same-sex marriage
or charter schools
or shutting down
coal plants,” he
writes, “you might
not be too thrilled
with how some billionaires have been
deploying their money—subsidized,
I should add, by your own tax dollars,”
since donations even to foundations
that speciically work to shape policy
are often deductible. At issue for
Callahan is not so much the impulse
to give but outdated government
incentives to mix giving with advocacy.
This amounts, he says, to the wealthiest
people having a louder voice than
ordinary citizens. —SARAH BEGLEY

BOOK IN BRIEF

The pitfalls of giving it
all away

The View

inding pilot then known as the New Jersey Gradu-
ated Work Incentive Experiment were named Dick
Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld.) Today, thinkers on
the left see the UBI as a way to combat poverty and
inequality as well as a potential palliative to the
disruptions to workers caused by technology. To
the right, the idea is an attractively simple alterna-
tive to bloated social-welfare regimes.

Critics come from all sides too: they say the UBI
is just a decoy to starve government assistance that
boosts universal child care or free college tuition.
Or it’s one more misguided program bound to result
in eliminating work incentives, rendering large
numbers of people dependent on the government.
Most UBI skeptics, and some proponents, sooner or
later come to the conclusion that the costs would be
absurdly prohibitive in any case. One critic puts the
igure in the U.S. at $3 trillion annually.

Still, the idea is increasingly being put into real-
world trials. Early this year, Finland became the
irst European country to pay unemployed citizens
an unconditional monthly sum. The two-year
national pilot program, gives 2,000 unemployed
Finns ages 25 to 58 a guaranteed €560 (around
$590), money that would keep coming even if they
ind work. The country’s social-security agency
says the test is intended to cut red tape, alleviate
poverty and, especially, reduce unemployment.
Its existing system can disincentivize taking
work because even low earnings prompt a cut
in beneits. The Finns aren’t alone: similar
experiments are moving forward in Canada, the
Netherlands and Italy. The Indian government
appears to be mulling a small UBI as a strategy to
cut the country’s most extreme poverty.

These tests are badly needed. Despite its age,
the UBI has been studied only sparingly and
inconclusively. Perhaps it should be no surprise
then that putting it in beta has gained backers in
Silicon Valley. Y Combinator, a startup incubator,
is trying it with 100 families in Oakland, Calif., this
year, paying each between $1,000 and $2,000 a
month. Tech’s big thinkers, like Bill Gates and Elon
Musk, have concluded a UBI is likely inevitable.
They—like many in academia, inance and labor—
see a great wave of job-destroying robots and
artiicial intelligence on the horizon.

Anxieties, like dreams, often tell us more about
the shape of the present than the way things are
likely to turn out in the future. That is almost
certainly the case when it comes to job-razing
technology—especially if the hyperbolic gloom
that accompanied Ford’s assembly line or the IBM
mainframe are any precursor. Even so, the result
has been a new push for concrete answers. And
the diference between a solution and a thought
experiment, even a beguiling and storied one, is
going to be in the data. □

CHARTOON

Denial lowchart

DIGITS

$983
MILLION

Disney’s Beauty and

the Beast has earned
nearly $1 billion
worldwide at the

box ofice since its
March 17 opening;

it could soon dethrone
Alice in Wonderland

(2010) as the
company’s top-grossing

live-action remake

JOHN ATK INSON, WRONG HANDS
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THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN EASTER AND
eggs runs deep. The hatching of a chick is both
seasonally and metaphorically appropriate
for a springtime holiday of rebirth. But the
forging of that link can be traced to decidedly
less profound origins.

To look for the beginnings of the
Easter egg, start in medieval Europe. One
possible origin: the strict fasting rules of
the time, which barred eating any animal
product during Lent. Hens, however, kept
laying anyway. So Christians would hard-boil
and store their eggs for later, according to
Henry Kelly, a professor of medieval studies
at the University of California, Los Angeles.
Some of those eggs would be given to the poor,
and villagers brought them as Easter gifts
to their manorial lords. Eggs could also be
brought to church as a Good Friday ofering.

Decorating them began in Britain around
1290, at which point the household of
Edward I bought 450 eggs to be colored
or covered in gold leaf to be distributed,
according to The Stations of the Sun: A History
of the Ritual Year in Britain by Ronald Hutton.
And the tradition wasn’t conined to royals,
as colored eggs made lashier gifts between
commoners.

As new ideas about middle-class family
life formed in Europe and the U.S. in the late
1800s, religious holidays came to incorporate
rituals for children. Easter eggs were a natural
it. Soon enough they were dyed, hidden and
hunted by kids all over the place, including at
the White House, which held its irst Easter
Egg Roll in 1878.—OLIVIA B. WAXMAN

▶ For more of these stories, visit time.com/history

HISTORY

Where the Easter-egg tradition comes from

DESIGN

Window-shopping Milan
The Salone Internazionale del Mobile in Milan (April 4–9) is, in name
at least, an annual furniture fair. But it’s also a showcase for materials
and ideas that designers want to make mainstream. These six pieces
may augur tony trends to come. —J.Z.

BRUTALISM RETURNS

Lee Broom marked his studio’s
10th anniversary by crafting 10

brutalist grandfather clocks, each
from a block of Carrara marble.

ORGANIC SHAPES

The late acclaimed architect Zaha
Hadid designed this waterworn-

pebble-inspired cheese grater for
Italian home brand Alessi.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY

Louis Vuitton continued its travel-
inspired Objets Nomades line
with furniture, including a sofa
inspired by Botticelli’s Venus.

ECO-FRIENDLY FURNITURE

Quinze & Milan designed these
chairs with Ecopixel, a method

using special plastic shards that
can be melted and recycled.

EXECUTIVE
CLAWBACKS

DATA

After years of sales
abuses came to light
last year, Wells Fargo
announced on April 10
that it’s clawing back
$75 million more in
pay from former CEO

John Stumpf and
former community
bank head Carrie
Tolstedt—bringing
the total recovered
from both to over

$135 million. Here are
other notable recent

take-backs:

$505.8 MILLION

Tyco sought to
recover more than

half a billion dollars
in compensation and
beneits from former

CEO Dennis Kozlowski,
and the parties settled

for an undisclosed
amount days before a

trial in 2012. Kozlowski
was jailed on charges

including fraud
in 2005.

$400 MILLION

UnitedHealth Group’s
former CEO William

McGuire forfeited over
$400 million in stock
options to the SEC
and his company to

settle an investigation
into options practices
in 2007. (Total after

repricing and penalties:
$600 million.)

$54 MILLION

Kobi Alexander, former
CEO of tech irm

Comverse, agreed
to settle suits with

the SEC and the U.S.
Attorney General’s
ofice in 2010 after

investigations
into stock-option

backdating.

$11.5 MILLION

The J.P. Morgan board
cut CEO Jamie Dimon’s

2012 pay in half
after the $6.2 billion
“London Whale” loss.

—Julia Zorthian

HIGH YOU CAN BUY

Ikea collaborated with designer
Tom Dixon on this modular sofa

and bed, designed to be “hacked”
with add-ons and modiications.

UNDERCOVER TECHNOLOGY

These wireless speakers from
Bang & Olufsen are also decor.

Together, ampliier and dampener
tiles lead to high-quality sound.
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The top 100

retirement

locations

Percentage
of workers
within each

industry over
age 65

Less than 1%

of workers in

these jobs are

over 65

Tax preparers

14.2%

Paramedics

0.2%

Logisticians

0.35%

Metalworkers

0.35%

Financial

analysts

0.38%

Food-processing

workers

0.38%

Physician

assistants

0.46% Computer

systems

administrators

0.54%

Personal

appearance

workers

0.55%

Respiratory

therapists

0.55%

Dental

assistants

0.59%

Clergy

13.6%

Farmers and

ranchers

12.7%
Bus and

ambulance

drivers

12.6%

Real estate

agents

11.7%

Psychologists

11.7%

Barbers

11.3%

Musicians

10.9%

Taxi drivers

and chauffeurs

10%

Dentists

9.7%
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16%
move to

FLORIDA

6%
move to

ARIZONA

WIS.

WASH.

TENN.

S.C.

PA.

ORE.

OKLA.

N.C.

N.M.

NEV.

MO.

MISS.

MICH.

MAINE

IDAHO

UTAH

GA.

N.J.

DEL.

CALIF.

ARK.

HAWAII

ALA.

The View Finance

RETIREMENT

The grayest
professions
in America
By Chris Wilson

WHEN YOU RETIRE DEPENDS
a lot on what you do. Here’s
what the data behind more
than 240 professions reveals
about American retirees, as
measured in Census data
from 2010 to 2015.

WHO RETIRES EARLIEST

Nearly 10% of dentists may
work past retirement age,
but the same is not true of
their assistants. Jobs with
the fewest number of older
workers tend to be technical
or related to the medical or
service industries.

WHO WORKS LONGEST

One in seven tax
preparers is over
age 65, making
it the major
profession
with the oldest
workers. Not all
occupations with
later retirement ages are
desk jobs. Many farmers
and ranchers work well into
their 70s.

WHERE RETIREES MOVE

People who move after
leaving the workforce are
overwhelmingly likely to
seek the warmth of the
Sun Belt, from Florida to
Arizona to Nevada and
California. Florida is the
most common destination,
but places like Hilton Head,
S.C., are also popular.

SOURCES: IPUMS - USA; UNIVERSIT Y

OF MINNESOTA; W W W.IPUMS.ORG
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United’s viral controversy may blow over, unlike the rules that allowed it to occur

So we’re all the beneiciaries, except
in relatively rare scenarios? Exactly.
This whole situation has really nothing
to do with overbooking. This situation
has to do with total mismanagement by
the airlines. For them to have a whole
plane loaded and then to realize they
had to move four employees, that’s just
ridiculous.

The relevant rules say that people can
be “denied boarding.” Can a person
legally be forcibly removed after
boarding? I’ve never seen a situation
like this before. But because all the
rules with airlines are written with so
many loopholes and caveats, I think no
one in the airline is going to go to jail
even though this guy got beaten up and
dragged down the aisle.

Are passengers legally obligated to
obey airline staf once they get on
the plane? Before you get onto the
light, you’re in the general world. But
airlines have control over their planes
just like a captain in the old days had
control over his ship. They are the
ultimate authority. If you don’t obey a
crew member, then you can be removed
or punished. However, if they violate
regulations or violate the contract of
carriage, then the airline is liable. And
the airline has to deal with federal laws.

Many people are under the impres-
sion that when they buy an airline
ticket, they are purchasing a seat on
the plane. What are people paying
for? They’re paying for transportation
from point A to point B. And the way
that the airline contracts of carriage
are written, they’re not even paying for
transportation to get them there at the
right time. Or the same day. They’re just
getting the best eforts of the airlines.

What should United have done? There
were a lot of things the airline could’ve
done. It could’ve put their own people
on a diferent light. It could have sent
a couple of crew members across town
to the other Chicago airport. It could
have put the crew on a Southwest light.
And if it had ofered passengers $1,350
in cash, I bet they would have had 10
people jump up and take it.

—NATE HOPPER

VIDEOS OF LAW-ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS DRAGGING A MAN
of a United Airlines light departing Chicago’s O’Hare airport
for Louisville, Ky., on April 9 shocked the Internet. The airline
initially said the incident was the result of a common practice
known as overbooking, in which airlines sell too many tickets,
assuming that enough people will either miss the light or vol-
unteer to be compensated handsomely to take of later.

Normally, this process is completed before passengers
board. But United allowed people to board before realizing it
needed to make room for four more staf members. After of-
fers to seated customers went untaken, staf took the last op-
tion available to them: “involuntarily denied boarding.” Ac-
cording to Department of Transportation rules, airlines have
the right to do this, as long as they pay the displaced customer
for their trouble—up to $1,350. (United later clariied that the
incident was not technically due to overbooking; CEO Oscar
Munoz apologized for the mishandling of the removal.)

All of it—airlines selling more tickets than they have seats,
then dragging a customer of the plane—struck many as pro-
foundly strange, especially if it’s legal. TIME talked to Charles
Leocha, chairman of the consumer advocacy group Travelers
United and a member of the DOT’s Advisory Committee for
Aviation Consumer Protection, about the episode.

Should overbooking be illegal? If overbooking is made
illegal, ticket prices are going to go up. The airlines normally do
a pretty good job on overbooking. People know it’s coming, and
they are willing to allow themselves to be bribed to get of the
light. People who are actually bumped and are really irritated
about it are almost nonexistent—it’s a tiny percentage. But the
people who want lower prices are around 100%.

ASK THE EXPERT

United’s no good, very bad day—
and what it means for all of us
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Ossof speaks
to a group of
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University in
Atlanta on April 5
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Sixth Congressional District. But as he crisscrossed
the a=uent north Atlanta suburbs one afternoon in
early April, the lanky Democrat paused to ponder
how a sleepy of-year race to replace Health and
Human Services Secretary Tom Price had turned
into a national referendum on the President’s
tenure. “I don’t know if it’s a blessing or a curse,”
Ossof said with a shrug, sitting on a white leather
couch in the back of an oice-park studio after taping
an interview with a local Vietnamese-American
television program. “National political strategy is
not something I have time to think about.”

Yet there is little question why the rookie
candidate suddenly has a shot to turn this patch
of the South blue for the irst time in nearly four
decades. Since January, the anti-Trump resistance
movement has pumped a staggering $8.3 million into
Ossof’s campaign, more than ive times the average
sum collected by winning House candidates in recent
two-year election cycles, according to the Center for
Responsive Politics. Some 95% of that haul came
from out of state, as did Ossof’s ield director, an
alumna of Hillary Clinton’s campaign, and some of
his battalions of eager volunteers. Polls suggest he’s
lapping a ield of 11 Republicans and ive Democrats,
inching toward the majority he needs to win the
April 18 election outright and sidestep a June runof.
Ossof, says former Republican House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, who represented this district for 20 years,
“is today the national left’s great hope.”

He may also be a glimpse of the Democratic Party’s
future. Out of the ashes of Trump’s election triumph
has risen a grassroots network dedicated to restock-
ing the depleted Democratic talent pool. A constel-
lation of loosely connected organizations, operating
outside the party structure, have taken it upon them-
selves to draft irst-time hopefuls and school them
in campaign mechanics, supplying everything from
seed money to sample canvassing scripts to volun-
teers who can proofread press releases over Slack.
“These new insurgent organizations are the future
of the party,” says Ravi Gupta, a former campaign
stafer for Barack Obama who co-founded a group
called the Arena that supports new civic leaders and
has commitments from more than 400 progressive
activists to run for state and local oices.

The resurgent left takes many forms. A single

group called Run for Something, which launched
on Inauguration Day with a mission to recruit mil-
lennials to run for oice, already has 30 candidates
on ballots in races ranging from seats on state legis-
latures to city councils, and hopes that number will
grow to at least 50 by November. Flippable, which
raises money for state legislative races, and the Sister
District Project, which helps activists from liberal en-
claves connect with competitive contests elsewhere,
teamed up to funnel $145,000 to Delaware state sen-
ate candidate Stephanie Hansen, whose victory in
a February special election preserved Democrats’
control of the chamber. There are other groups de-
voted to lipping the House in 2018 (like Swing Left),
and even one focused on recruiting scientists, math-
ematicians and engineers (314 Action, named after
the irst digits of pi). Money is following. In the irst
quarter of 2017, ActBlue, a progressive fundraising
site used by many candidates, raised $112 million, up
from $17 million in the irst quarter of 2013, after the
last presidential contest.

This is the new phase in the national pushback
to Trump’s election. The jagged outrage that illed
the Washington Mall for the Women’s March and
jammed Capitol Hill switchboards in opposition to
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the President’s Cabinet picks is now being channeled
into concrete campaigns to groom a new generation
of Democrats. “If we want to see change, the best
way we can make it is to run for oice,” says Heather
Ward, a 21-year-old senior at Villanova University
who is running for a school board seat near Phila-
delphia. “Making phone calls to Representatives is
great. But it’s the people in those oices who make
the decisions.”

Some Republican strategists worry that they have
seen how this sort of activism can end. In 2009 and
2010, a small-government uprising against a new
President propelled the GOP back into the House
majority and bred a new crop of conservative stars.
“It’s almost like the beginning of the Tea Party move-
ment times two,” says Chip Lake, a Georgia GOP
strategist who worked for Price and says Ossof’s
strength foreshadows trouble for his party in the
2018 midterms. “It’s a big deal. Clearly we should
be pulling the ire alarm.”

IT WASN’T LONG AGO that the opposite was true.
On the morning of Nov. 9, Democrats awoke to
Republican control of the White House, both
chambers of Congress, 33 governorships and 69 of
99 state legislative chambers. The roster of party
leaders are a rather geriatric bunch. Of the most
prominent igures who might consider running
for President in 2020—former Vice President Joe

Biden, Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren and
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders—the youngest is
Warren, now 67. Each of the four highest-ranking
Senate Democrats is 66 or older, and the trio leading
the House are all at least 75. “It’s hard to disagree with
the premise that the bench is weak,” says Amanda
Litman, a former Clinton campaign oicial who co-
founded Run for Something.

With few exceptions, most Democratic activists
who went into politics over the past decade have
since gone elsewhere for work, choosing lucrative
jobs over the drudgery of electoral politics. “They
know politics well enough to know how crappy it
is,” explains Gupta. “The idea that you would spend
seven days a week raising money, give up a great life
so you can have billionaires run ads attacking you in
your hometown and, if you win, spend your time in
D.C. with sociopaths? It’s understandable that people
weren’t deciding to run.”

On his way out the door, Obama tried to address
the problem. At his farewell speech in Chicago on
Jan. 10, the former President made a plea to his
young supporters. “If you’re disappointed by your
elected oicials,” he said, “grab a clipboard, get some
signatures and run for oice yourself.”

Ronnie Cho was in the crowd that night, and
the line struck a chord. He was an original Obama
acolyte, crisscrossing the Iowa cornields in 2007 as a
caucus organizer on his campaign and later following
the President to the White House. So at age 34, he
decided to leave his job as a vice president for MTV
in New York City to run for an open city council seat
in his East Village neighborhood this fall. He’s not the
only Obama alumnus looking to jump into the ring
this year. “I think many of us,” he says, “are eager to
give it a shot.”

Alejandra Campoverdi, another former Obama
campaign aide turned White House stafer, ran in
an April 4 special election for a House seat in Los
Angeles County. (She lost.) Haley Stevens, a 2008
Clinton and Obama campaign aide who went on to
work in the Treasury Department, is leaving her job
as a digital manufacturing executive to explore a
campaign for Congress in her native Michigan. “It’s
not like I’ve been planning some political run,” says
Stevens, 33, who began mulling a bid for the Detroit-
area seat on election night as she watched the dismal
returns trickle in with Clinton’s team at the Javits
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Center in New York City. “I’m inspired,” she adds,
“and I don’t think I’m an anomaly. There are a lot of
people who are energized.”

Many of these irst-time candidates are com-
pletely new to politics. Of the 700 or so hopefuls
that Run for Something has screened, even the
most seasoned ones needed some help with the ru-
diments of setting up campaigns. Ward, the school-
board candidate in Pennsylvania, got assistance
with navigating ballot access; advice from a former
Obama and Clinton ield organizer on best practices
when canvassing (one lesson: always leave cam-
paign literature behind); and feedback on how to
hone her pitch. Hannah Risheq, a 25-year-old social
worker from northern Virginia who’s running for a
seat in the state’s house of delegates, got hooked up
by the group with a mentor and a campaign man-
ager. “I thought I’d run in the future,” Risheq says.
“I decided: Why not now?”

Jerred McKee, 25, is thinking about running for
the city commission in Manhattan, Kans. He wants
to help solve the college town’s afordable-housing
crunch, so Run for Something connected him with
Michael Schmidt, a former Clinton economic adviser
who ofered a policy tutorial. “The irst time I ran,
I really felt like I was alone in a lot of ways,” says
McKee, 25, who mounted an unsuccessful bid for the
same post in 2015. “This provides a network that is
extremely powerful.”

Political neophytes like McKee almost never re-
ceive institutional support from their party. The
reason is simple: backing a rookie is almost always
a losing bet. Even the presidency is littered with
irst-time failures. Before Trump, the last four men
to occupy the Oval Oice, from Obama to George
H.W. Bush, all lost their maiden congressional cam-
paigns. But Democrats have failed to keep pace
with Republicans when it comes to nurturing a
pipeline of new candidates. “I don’t know why the
Democratic Party is not very good at this,” says Lala
Wu, a San Francisco lawyer who joined forces with
three other Bay Area attorneys to help launch Sister
District. “We’re not sitting around twiddling our
thumbs, waiting for them to igure it out.”

Some aspiring candidates say the party still hasn’t
gotten up to speed. Lindsey Keenan, a corporate
lawyer in New York City, would like to run for
Congress in her native southeast Pennsylvania. A
friend put Keenan, 32, in touch with a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee oicial, who

promised that a colleague would be in touch. She
says it took two months for the committee to follow
up. “We have no bench,” Keenan says. “Why would
they not want to be supportive?”

That’s where the new progressive network comes
in. For now, enthusiasm trumps ideology: unlike
the Tea Party, whose goal was to elect doctrinaire
conservatives, the new liberal groups are leery of
imposing litmus tests on candidates. “We won’t serve
as the ‘purity police,’” Run for Something’s online
manifesto declares. Swing Left, the group dedicated
to retaking the House, says it won’t take sides in
Democratic primaries for open seats. Whether it can
maintain that posture in a party where the center
of gravity is rapidly shifting left is another matter.

ON THE GROUND in north Atlanta, everything
murmurs momentum for Ossof: the blue yard signs
spreading like kudzu, the early-voting advantage,
even the sudden, frenzied onslaught of GOP attack
ads. On a Tuesday night in early April, more than
100 people crammed into a spacious suburban house
to meet the candidate. As Ossof entered the foyer
and started shaking hands, a pair of teenage girls
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literally quivered with excitement. “We’ve seen
the Democratic Party fall out of power and wander
in the desert for so many years now,” says Steve
Berman, a commercial real estate broker and local
party fundraiser. “Then came Jon Ossof, who said
we don’t have to wait.”

Ossof is an unlikely prophet. It’s not only that he
was producing documentary ilms just a few months
ago. It’s that his smooth pitch to voters doesn’t match
the angry mood of the national movement that fueled
his rise. He favors buttoned-up suits and burgundy
ties and speaks in the blandishments common to
Capitol Hill, where he was once a congressional
aide. “I will be at your service, and I will make sure
your voice rings out in the halls of Congress,” the
candidate assured the packed house party. Ossof
irst became a Democratic darling with a campaign
pitch to “Make Trump Furious.” Now that Election
Day is in sight, his goal seems to be to avoid ofending
anyone at all.

Ossof’s stump speech is laden with lines about
local economic prosperity and “shared values,”
as well as stock promises to hold Washington ac-
countable. And while one can intuit his politics—
he pulled in $1.35 million from readers of the left-
wing Daily Kos, after all—you might mistake him
for a Republican on the basis of his campaign ads,
which eschew mention of partisan allegiance in favor
of promises to work across party lines, ix Obamacare
and eliminate government waste. Ossof worked for
Representative Hank Johnson, an Atlanta-area Demo-
crat, and jumped into the race with the endorsement

of another Georgia Representative, civil rights icon
John Lewis. But he won’t say which other Democratic
members of Congress he admires and evades report-
ers’ questions about the party’s direction. “There are
many in this community who are concerned that this
Administration may act recklessly, that it is dishon-
est, that it is not competent,” he says in an interview.
“I share all of those concerns. But that’s not what this
campaign is about.”

Striving for crossover appeal is a sound strat-
egy. Price carried the district in November 2016 by
23 points, a landslide that was the slimmest of his
seven consecutive victories. The army of Republi-
can candidates in the race is chopping up the con-
servative vote for now, but if Ossof can’t crack 50%
on April 18, he may have a hard time winning a one-
on-one runof in June against a single GOP opponent.
In next year’s midterm elections, few Democrats will
have the beneit of a fractured GOP ield or national
attention. But there is no question that the base is
motivated. On April 11, a Democratic congressional
candidate running in a special election in Kansas with
little institutional support lost by just seven points.
Trump won the district in November by 27.

To stave of an upset in Georgia, Republicans
have launched a multimillion-dollar campaign to
kneecap the young Democrat. They’re attacking
everything from his address (Ossof lives just outside
the district with his longtime girlfriend, a medical
student at Emory University) to the validity of his
national-security credentials to his inexperience
(one ad features footage of Ossof as a college
student, dressed in a Star Wars costume).“If you get
$10 million for a House race, you can look real good
for a while,” says Gingrich. “If he doesn’t win outright
on the irst round, he will lose.”

But the district’s demographics are changing. This
enclave of leafy subdivisions and bustling malls is
white, wealthy and well-educated, with swelling
pockets of Asian and Hispanic voters and a growing
community of transplants drawn to the strong job
market. Trump eked out a 1-point victory here de-
spite scant efort from the Clinton campaign. “It’s a
moderate, pragmatic area,” Ossof says, “with folks
who do not identify as partisans.”

Under pouring rain one April afternoon, Ossof
arrived to speak at Oglethorpe University, a liberal-
arts school in suburban Atlanta. Inside a game room
piled with pizza and campaign signs, a few dozen
college Democrats listened intently as he talked
about turning metro Atlanta into a Silicon Valley of
the South and steered questions about the party’s
national direction back toward local terrain. When
he was done, a 23-year-old supporter named Ruwa
Romman tried to sum up the excitement.

“Before 2017, there weren’t young Democrats. It
was a bunch of old people,” she explains. “I hope that
he’s part of a growing phenomenon.” □
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THE GUNMEN

CAME IN THE

AFTERNOON.

Wearing the drab and baggy uniform
of the Islamic State, they arrived at the
door of Bashar Abu Ali’s home in west-
ern Mosul to commandeer it as a sniper’s
nest. There were seven or eight of the
militants, all Iraqis. They used an up-
stairs bedroom to shoot into the broad
road outside.

In those days in late February and
early March, the Islamic State was fall-
ing back quickly. The Iraqi military swept
into the city, backed by ferocious Ameri-
can airstrikes and artillery. The militants
had already lost the eastern half of the city
and were now scrambling to mount a de-
fense of the west side. That meant seizing
some vehicles to make car bombs, setting
ire to others to create smoke screens and
taking over hundreds of civilian houses
like Abu Ali’s, militarizing both the urban
and the suburban landscapes of the city.

Then the battle began. For 11 days, the
43-year-old cofee-shop manager cow-
ered with his family in terror in down-
stairs rooms while the ISIS ighters held
the high ground, taking shifts shooting at
the top of the stairs. American and Iraqi
warplanes rained bombs around them.
“I was 90 to 95% sure we were going to
die there,” said Abu Ali. There was no
thought of leaving. Better to die in your
own home, he thought.

When the Iraqi military and police
arrived in their neighborhood, the
gunmen led in a panic. What they left
was a landscape of bombed-out buildings
and twisted metal, the burnt skeletons
of cars and trucks lung aside by massive
explosions. There is no electricity, no
running water and few shops selling food.
A defused car bomb in a narrow street
looks like a battle wagon from Mad Max,

steel plates where the windshield and
hood should be. “Do you want to see the
body?” a resident asks, and leads the way
to the corpse of a “Russian”—shorthand
used for foreign ighters from former
Soviet nations, who spoke Arabic poorly.
Killed at least two weeks earlier, his burnt
body still lies in the street, one charred
arm protruding from under a blanket.

AFTER SIX MONTHS of ighting, the end
is in sight in the battle for Mosul—a vic-
tory that, when it comes, will mark a
turning point in the broader war against
the Islamic State. Iraq’s second city has
embodied the group’s claim that it was
in fact building a state—and a warning
that Iraq might not be one much longer.
When the city of 2 million fell to ISIS in
June 2014, it took only hours and dem-

onstrated less the military might of the
insurgents than the hollowness of Iraq’s
sovereignty under a government ruled
on sectarian lines: many Sunnis in Iraq’s
north and west preferred Sunni militants
over a Baghdad government responsive
only to Iraq’s Shi‘ite majority.

But ISIS has now been ousted from
more than half the city by a massive
force marshaled against it: 100,000



33

Iraqi government troops and Shi‘ite,
Sunni and Kurdish militia ighters,
backed by more than 5,000 American
troops and crucial air support from the
U.S., France, Britain and Australia. The
battle is the largest in Iraq since the
U.S.-led invasion of 2003, and brutal
proof of the maxim that war is the con-
tinuation of politics by other means.

At great cost, the forces backing the

fragile Iraqi republic have recaptured the
entire eastern section of the city up to the
Tigris River and are now besieging the
militants on the western bank. The west

side includes some of the poorer neigh-
borhoods of Mosul, a once prosperous
and diverse city that before the arrival of
ISIS had been home to Sunni, Shi‘ite and
Christian Arabs as well as Kurds. Here the
ighting is denser and deadlier than in the
east. In the packed neighborhoods on the
edges of Mosul’s centuries-old core, sol-
diers trade ire with the ISIS gunmen
among the houses. Iraqi infantry are

△
The alley where at least

16 civilians were killed in the
Dawasa neighborhood of Mosul,

photographed on March 30
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now within reach of an icon of the Islamic
State’s collapsing empire, the Mosque of
al-Nuri. It was here in July 2014 that ISIS
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi ascended to
the pulpit to herald the establishment of
a new caliphate, stretching at that time
from the Turkey-Syria border to the out-
skirts of Baghdad.

Victory is no longer a real possibility
for ISIS in Mosul. The estimated 2,000
militants in the besieged area know that
there is no escape and that, unlike the men
upstairs at Abu Ali’s, they are ighting to
the death. Their weapons may remain as
crude as their propaganda—car bombs,
booby traps and hundreds of human
shields—but the feeling is diferent as
the end draws near. “There’s a change in
desperation,” says U.S. Army Lieut. Colo-
nel James Browning, who advises the 9th
division of the Iraqi army in the Mosul
campaign. He said the Iraqi soldiers on the
ground have come to consider each ISIS
ighter a potential suicide attacker. “They
know they have an enemy that is still will-
ing to die for their cause, and maybe even
more so now than they were before.”

Iraqi troops on the front lines be-
lieve the gunmen arrayed against them
are some of the group’s most combat-

hardened, many of them foreign ighters
with no expectation of going back to Saudi
Arabia or Belgium or Tunisia. According
to Iraqi soldiers and medics in the area,
they include seasoned snipers. “Last night
three [soldiers] came to us dead, and all of
them had, I mean, I hate saying the word,
but impressive head shots,” says Jonathan
Reith, an American volunteer medic at an
Iraqi special-operations-forces ield hos-
pital in west Mosul on April 1. “It’s like the
person took the time, lined up the shot.”

The threat to civilians caught up in
the cross ire is now greater than ever. As
many as half a million remain in the ISIS-
controlled section of Mosul, with dwin-
dling supplies of food, fuel, water and
medicine. “[They’re the] main obstacle
we’re facing,” says Jafar Jawad Qadem, a
sergeant in the federal police stationed
in the area. “Every time we advance,
there are a lot of people inside. We can’t
use our artillery. We can’t use mortars.”

They do use airpower, however,
and it’s the biggest threat to noncom-

batants. Reported civilian casualties
from the U.S.-led air war soared to an
all-time high in March, with more than
1,700 people allegedly killed in Iraq and
Syria. An airstrike in the New Mosul
neighborhood reportedly killed more
than 200 civilians on March 17, causing
worldwide consternation. As the Penta-
gon investigates, coalition commander
Lieut. General Stephen Townsend said
on March 28 that there was a “fair
chance” the U.S. was responsible.

President Donald Trump took oice
just a few weeks before the western Mosul
ofensive began, after a campaign in
which he promised to “bomb the sh-t” out
of ISIS. The U.S. military denies that the
rules of engagement have changed since
he took oice, blaming the brutal tactics
of ISIS, including human shields, for the
increase in civilian casualties. “What you
see now is the result of ighting an evil
enemy,” the U.S. Central Command said
in an email response to TIME’s inquiry.

Still, intense use of airpower in
densely populated cities risks alienat-
ing the ordinary people whose coopera-
tion the coalition needs for the political
contest at the heart of things.“If you’re
doing a lot of damage to civilians, ISIS is

△
Civilians return to a liberated

area in the southwest section

of Mosul on March 31
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going to be able to shape the message,”
says Lieut. Colonel Jay Morse, a retired
U.S. Army judge advocate now with the
Center for Civilians in Conlict. “You in-
crease the likelihood that you’re going to
ight this exact same ight in another city
on another day.”

The next city where the Trump Ad-
ministration will need to tackle this
question is Raqqa in Syria, the last bas-
tion of ISIS rule, whose liberation pre-
sents a tangle of new issues—especially
as the U.S. deals with the consequences

of its strike on a Syrian airield on April 6.
U.S.-backed Syrian militias are poised on
the edge of the city, but it remains unclear
when and how they plan to take the city.
The Trump Administration is also put-
ting more U.S. troops on the ground in
the Raqqa campaign, opening the door to
a prolonged deployment in Syria.

Then there’s the thorny question of the
U.S. future presence in Iraq after Mosul
falls. The issue surely came up during the
April 3 visit to Baghdad by senior White
House adviser Jared Kushner, the Presi-
dent’s son-in-law, the sight of whom, chat-
ting with oicers in a lak jacket over his
blazer, was a snapshot of an Administra-
tion still inding its feet on foreign policy.

UNDER ISIS, MOSUL was a laboratory for
an experiment in jihadist governance.
Today remnants of its rule litter the lib-
erated areas of the city. In the once up-
scale Dawasa neighborhood, the militants
had taken over a restaurant, converting it
into an oice for registering cars—ISIS’s
version of the DMV. Scattered outside,
among the bombed-out buildings, lie
Islamic State–issued license plates.

For all its pretensions of governance,
though, most Mosul residents remember
the ISIS period as a time of petty brutal-
ity. Toward the end of their 33-month
tenure, the jihadists seized cars and
other valuables, carting their assets
across the border to Syria as they braced
for the Iraqi ofensive. “This wasn’t a
state. It was a gang,” says Jasem Ahmed,
57, a truck driver in Dawasa, after pick-

△
U.S. soldiers recover a Puma drone

after a surveillance mission over
western Mosul on April 6
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ing through some of the left-behind ISIS
documents in the abandoned vehicles
oice. “If you want to build a state, you
have to build something, and they took
everything.”

Today ISIS controls only 7% of Iraqi
territory, down from 40% at its peak,
according to the Iraqi military. Although
it still controls Raqqa, the group’s claims
to a caliphate—a territory to hold out as
beacon to all the world’s Sunni Muslims—
will be in tatters once Mosul is freed. But
ISIS will remain a potent movement,
albeit in a diferent form. Already it is
stepping up eforts to maintain its global
proile with attacks far from the theater
of conlict. In recent weeks, the group has
claimed terrorist strikes in St. Petersburg,
London, Stockholm and Egypt, where
dozens of Coptic Christians were killed as
they celebrated Palm Sunday. Over time,
ISIS will look less like a state and more
like a terrorist group in the mold of its
forebear al-Qaeda, generating headlines
not by seizing territory but through
spectacular acts of killing.

“Even as they lose territory, I think
it’s likely that they’ll maintain relevance,
by shifting strategy toward asymmetric
insurgency,” says Noah Bonsey, a senior
analyst for the Brussels-based Interna-
tional Crisis Group. That goes not only
for targets in the West, he adds, but also
for the battleields of Iraq and Syria where
the group made its name. “It’s not as if
they’re going to be unable to operate in
what will still be quite weakly governed,
if governed at all, territory.”

In Mosul, the chaos they leave behind
is visible on every corner. In the Aqeedat
neighborhood, TIME was led to a heap
of dead bodies sprawled in an alleyway.
Women, children, two old men with
white beards, they are 16 in all, their faces
bloated with blood now, at least a week
after they were killed.

One Iraqi federal police oicer said he
witnessed the family die after triggering a
booby trap. Another was certain they had
been shot dead. In its morbid details, the
debate took in both the physical horrors
and the mentality abroad in a country now
14 years at war. “In our experience, if it’s
a mine, you’ll see body parts everywhere.
But as you can see, there are bullets every-
where,” the oicer says. “ISIS wanted to
make an example of them, for others who
try to lee.” □
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Displaced Mosul
residents swarm an aid

truck at Hammam al-Alil
camp southwest of the

city on April 6
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D eath

When she lost her husband,

Sheryl Sandberg also lost her

bearings. Now she wants to help

others �nd a way through grief
By Belinda Luscombe

 Sandberg, at
home, wears her
wedding ring on

her right hand
and her spouse’s

as a pendant

FOR DAVE GOLDBERG, MAY 1, 2015, WAS THE BEST DAY WITH
the worst ending. The SurveyMonkey CEO was celebrating the
50th birthday of one of his closest buddies at a palm-fringed,
$12,750-a-night villa in Punta Mita, a secluded Mexican resort
favored by the Silicon Valley elite. The vacation had been full of
what he loved: games with family and friends, walks and long
talks by the pool. When he climbed on the itness-center tread-
mill that Friday, nothing but blue sky appeared ahead: his com-
pany was doing well, his children were healthy, and he was as in
love as ever with his superwoman wife Sheryl Sandberg, Face-
book’s COO and the author of Lean In. Then his heart gave out.

Goldberg—Goldie to his friends—was only 47 when his
younger brother Rob, Rob’s wife and Sandberg found him lying
in a halo of blood, his skin blue. “I started doing CPR,” says Rob.
“I remember not being sure if I could feel a pulse or if it was
really my own heart pounding.” Goldberg was rushed to San
Javier Hospital, a dimly lit medical center. Sandberg and one of
her best friends, Marne Levine, sat on the linoleum loor waiting
for a doctor to give them the news they didn’t want.

In short order—though she says it felt agonizingly slow—
Sandberg, the complex-problem solver, the micromanager, the
person with an almost freakish understanding of how to arrive
at the best possible results, was thrust against something un-
familiar: an outcome she couldn’t change. “The wails of her cry-
ing in that hospital were unlike anything that I’d ever heard in my
life,” says Phil Deutch, Levine’s husband and the person whose
birthday they were celebrating. “It was an awful, awful scene.”

As they were leaving Goldberg’s body for the last time, Sand-
berg ran back to give him one more hug. “I think for Sheryl, let-
ting go of him physically meant letting go of the moment that
this could somehow not be real,” says Rob. “I had to gently pull
her of of him. She just wanted to hug him and wanted him to
be there and wanted him to come back.”

Dying is not a technical glitch of the human operating sys-
tem; it’s a feature. It’s the only prediction we can make at birth
that we can bank on. Everyone will die, and it’s very likely
somebody we love will die before we do. And yet the bereaved
are often treated like those to whom something unnatural or
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Except because she is the kind of per-
son who always has at hand a Ziploc bag
illed with exactly the right number of
macadamia nuts, Sandberg’s howl into
the void came with helpful tips. Don’t
avoid the heartbroken (except when they
obviously want to be avoided). Don’t tell
them that everything will be O.K. be-
cause, well, how would you know? And
don’t ask the bereaved how they are. In-
stead ask them how they are that day.

NONE OF THE ADVICE in the post or
in the book is particularly new. Grief is
not a novel problem. But not very many
folks with Sandberg’s platform and pain
have talked about it, with the intent of
starting a movement. “She was able to
ind some gratitude,” says Grant, “and
really think about how she could share

the experience she had in a way that
would help other people.”

Sandberg’s 2015 post has now drawn
almost 75,000 comments, including ones
from Facebook employees who didn’t
know how to react to their famous boss,
who occasionally broke down in tears in
a meeting—which, as Sandberg writes, is
not the kind of disruption Silicon Valley
is looking for.

“I think a lot of people wanted to reach
out to her, but they didn’t know how,” says
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg. “You
know, there’s this whole question of, Are
you reopening a wound or something?
And of course, what she would say is
‘You’re not reopening the wound. I mean,
it’s, like, open and gaping.’”

A month before Goldberg died, Tracy
Zamot, a music publicist in New York, also
lost her husband suddenly, of a pulmonary
embolism. She says Sandberg’s post had

a real efect on the way people talked to
her. “The minute she wrote, ‘How are
you today?’ people started asking me
that,” she says, which made answering
the question much easier. “I didn’t feel
like I was going to explode into a ball of
lames every time I had to answer.”

Sandberg claims that she shared her
feelings on impulse, but the response
pushed her to action. “I got so much of
this wrong, so much of this wrong,” she
says in her glass-walled conference room,
which is identiied by a small plaque near
the door that reads, ONLY GOOD NEWS.

To Grant, a Wharton School profes-
sor, Sandberg has made a contribution
not just to self-help but also to leader-
ship. “I would like more leaders to real-
ize what Sheryl did through living it,” he
says. “Expressing emotion when you’ve
gone through extreme pain is not weak-
ness. It is humanity.”

In the weeks after Goldberg died, even
before she posted on Facebook, Sandberg
had been codifying her agony in a jour-
nal and sharing it with a few close coni-
dantes. “I wrote and I wrote and I wrote,”
she says. Keeping a journal is one of the
activities she recommends to ease the
grieving process. “Literally all I did was
my kids, come to work and write.” The
100,000-plus words she eventually wrote
were a big part of her recovery and be-
came the spine of her book.

What Sandberg learned, with the help
of Grant, was that there are three myths
people cling to that make it harder to
spring back from adversity. The irst is
that they’re somehow responsible for
what happened to them. The second is
that sadness must carpet their lives from
wall to wall. And the third is that they will
never feel any better. Ever the communi-
cator, Sandberg calls these mistakes the
three p’s: thinking about adversity as per-
sonal, pervasive and permanent.

The lessons, which she says she wishes
she knew when her irst marriage ended
in divorce, didn’t come easily. Grant told
Sandberg she had to ban the word sorry.
“Sheryl likes to ban things that are not
productive, like #banbossy,” he says,
citing Sandberg’s campaign to stop using
a word about girls that is never used to
describe boys. “There’s no more efective
way to argue with someone who’s strong-
willed than to turn their own words
around on them.”

THE BEREAVED

ARE OFTEN

TREATED LIKE

THOSE TO WHOM

SOMETHING

UNNATURAL OR

DISGRACEFUL HAS

HAPPENED

disgraceful has happened. People avoid
them, don’t invite them out, fall silent
when they enter the room. The grieving
are often isolated when they most need
community.

That’s a problem that Sandberg, now
47, can work with. The woman who urged
the world to lean in is now undertaking
a campaign to help people push on, to
bounce back from horrible misfortune.
Her newest book, Option B: Facing
Adversity, Building Resilience, and Finding
Joy, is a primer for those who are bereaved,
to help them recover and ind happiness.
But it’s also a guide for the unscathed on
how to help people “lean in to the suck,”
as Sandberg’s rabbi puts it.

She wrote the book with her friend and
collaborator Adam Grant, a psychologist
and the author of the best sellers Originals
and Give and Take. Like Lean In, Option B
comes with a nonproit launched by
the Sheryl Sandberg & Dave Goldberg
Family Foundation. The organization
aims to “change the conversation around
adversity,” Sandberg’s representatives say.
If that seems vague, recall that nobody
really knew what the Lean In Circles were
supposed to do either—but there are now
30,000 of them in 150 countries.

Some might argue that Sandberg is the
wrong teacher for a course in hard knocks.
After all, her life, from the outside, seems
a mind-bogglingly privileged existence
among brainiac titans. She’s a billionaire
in no danger of losing her job, no matter
how much time she takes of. She can
aford round-the-clock therapy, and her
network can put her in touch with anyone.

Sandberg is well aware of her
advantages. (And in case she needed a
reminder, just last month, author Camille
Paglia called her “insuferably smug
and entitled.”) But she has deployed
a disadvantage as her ultimate asset:
vulnerability. In June 2015, a month
into her widowhood, after a particularly
lousy day, Sandberg posted on Facebook
the social-media equivalent of Edvard
Munch’s Scream. “I think when tragedy
occurs, it presents a choice,” she wrote.
“You can give in to the void, the emptiness
that ills your heart, your lungs, constricts
your ability to think or even breathe.
Or you can try to ind meaning. These
past 30 days, I have spent many of my
moments lost in that void.” Suddenly,
Superwoman became very human.
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HER TENDENCY to apologize was the re-
sult of an unexpected symptom of her
grief: Sandberg completely lost her self-
conidence. “It just kind of crumbled in
every area,” she says. “I didn’t think I
could be a good friend. I didn’t feel like
I could do my job.” She wasn’t even sure
she could look after her grieving kids. This
surprised Sandberg as much as anyone:
“It reminded me of how one day in my
neighborhood I watched a house that had
taken years to build get torn down in a
matter of minutes,” she writes in Option B.
“Boom. Flattened.”

On her irst day back at work, she says,
she fell asleep in a meeting, rambled and
misidentiied a colleague, then left at
2 p.m. to pick up her kids from school.
That evening she called Zuckerberg to see
if she should even be there. “Mark said,
‘Take the time of you need,’” says Sand-
berg. “And that’s what I would have said
to someone in the same situation. But
then he said, ‘Actually I’m really glad you
were here today. You made two really good
points—here’s what they were.’”

That small vote of conidence led to
one of the biggest changes Sandberg
made in her management style: she no
longer automatically diverts work from
people facing personal adversity. Now
she asks if they want to do it because,
counterintuitively, relieving people
of some of their responsibilities could
mean denying them a way of inding
their bearings.

When Caryn Marooney was
diagnosed with breast cancer shortly
after she was asked to head up global
communications at Facebook, Sandberg
encouraged her to take the promotion.
“Sheryl had been a vulnerable leader
that I had gotten to see close up,” says
Marooney. She took the job, and in
one of her irst meetings with her team
members she let them know she was
undergoing treatment. “It helped people
share things with me in a way that
helped me understand how to do the job
better and faster,” Marooney says.

Silicon Valley wasn’t all so gentle and
touchy-feely. Another friend, venture
capitalist Chamath Palihapitiya, told
Sandberg to remember her ambition
and “get back on the motherf-cking
path.” He also gave her a chain to wear
Goldberg’s wedding band around her
neck. (Zuckerberg had also given her a

FAMILY ALBUM

‘DAVE WAS A ROCK.
DAVE WAS MY ROCK.’

Goldberg was smitten with
Sandberg from the irst movie
they saw together—Courage
Under Fire—but it took Sandberg
six years to come around. Their
11th wedding anniversary was a
few weeks before he died, and
Sandberg regrets spending it
apart. “Dave was one of the most
humble, grounded, conident
people I’ve ever met,” says his
friend Phil Deutch (pictured in
group photo, bottom right). “They
were fun and great to be around,
and interested and curious, as

people, as a couple. They really
navigated life.” Goldberg advised
Sandberg to join Facebook, and
he warned her that the irst draft
of Lean In was “like eating your
Wheaties” and needed more
personal details. He was widely
recognized as the Silicon Valley
sage most generous with his time.
“I realize how biased I am, but I
think the world lost something
incredibly special when they lost
Dave,” says Sandberg. “I meet
people on a weekly basis who tell
me, ‘Dave changed my life.’”C
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chain, so Sandberg—half empath, half
Spock—had them welded together at the
ends and wears both.)

OVER TIME, Sandberg began to emerge
from the fog. Her mom didn’t have to lie
beside her every night as she cried herself
to sleep. She danced at a party and felt
momentarily happy. She didn’t travel as
much or have as many work dinners, but
she got out. She started playing the piano
again after 30 years and created new rit-
uals with her kids: they started biking
and have weekly “family awesome fun,”
where one child chooses an activity. She
also lets the kids have sleepovers, which
Goldberg, who thought his kids, now 9
and 12, needed sleep, had not allowed.

Encouraged by her in-laws, Sand-
berg eventually started dating too. Her
current beau is Bobby Kotick, who runs
the gaming company Activision Blizzard
and comes from the same brand of cud-
dly mensch as Goldberg. She has replaced
the photo of a beach at dusk in her bed-
room with one of a beach during the day.
She’s even taken back birthdays. First she
started celebrating her own, which she
used to do only every ive years.

“She embraces joy in a diferent way
than she has before,” says friend Levine.
“She tries to make her birthdays as joy-
ful as possible.” On Goldberg’s birthday,
the kids play poker, his favorite game,
in which they are being coached by Pa-
lihapitiya, who has competed in the

World Series of Poker championships.
She even had a party for Deutch, whose

birthday will forever be associated with
Goldberg’s death. “You know, it’s never
going to be the same,” Deutch says, “but
she really went to great eforts to help take
a day that’s pretty dark and change it.”

Sandberg, too, is changed. “I think she
just has more perspective,” says Zucker-
berg. When he irst got the message from
her on that Friday night that said “Urgent,
please call,” he thought it was probably a
work issue, even though she was on vaca-
tion. “A lot of things used to be ‘Urgent,
please call,’” he says. “These days they’re
not. But I think that that’s made her a bet-
ter leader.” For her part, Sandberg says,
“Mark’s one of the people who really car-
ried me. I believe even more I work with
the greatest person in the world.”

Sandberg has faced adversity, de-
veloped resilience and found some joy.
But what she can’t do anything about—
what still makes her lower the remote-
controlled blinds in her meeting room at
work and weep every time she talks about
it—is the fact that she cannot give her kids
their father back.

Telling them he was gone was the
hardest thing she has ever done. She
avoids talking about it, but in Option B
she writes that “nothing has come
close to the pain of this moment. Even
now when my mind wanders back,
I shake and my throat constricts.”

The diiculties of being a single

mother, even a highly resourced one, came
as a shock to Sandberg. They made her re-
think some of Lean In. “When I look back
at the chapter called ‘Make Your Partner a
Real Partner,’ it has, like, a big old assump-
tion that you have a partner,” she says. “I
got that wrong.”

Almost 10 million women are single
mothers in the U.S., and about one-third
of those households live in poverty—
something that enrages Sandberg. “I
think it’s part of why I have become so
outspoken on public policy now,” she
says. “I’m in a diferent place.”

On Father’s Day, she and her children
went to a camp for kids whose dads are
incarcerated. And in April, she promoted
a campaign to draw attention to the gen-
der pay gap by persuading businesses to
charge 20% less for a day.

She wants to see changes in maternity
leave, paternity leave and living-wage
laws. But she’s even less inclined than
she was before Goldberg died to enter
public oice—partly because her focus is
on her kids and partly because she feels
she can move the needle more efectively
from where she is. “My loyalty to Mark
was deep before and is deeper now,” she
says. Facebook recently implemented
a slew of new bereavement and family-
illness leave policies, which she hopes
will pressure other tech companies to
follow suit.

But the more mundane stuf breaks
her heart too. “Does there have to be
a father-daughter dance?” she asks.
“My kids will say things like ‘You’re the
only parent I have left.’ Or my daughter
has been talking about how she doesn’t
remember her father, his voice. She said,
‘I’m glad I have video, because I didn’t
think his voice sounded like that.’” The
remote-controlled blinds come down.
“I feel it every day. Every day. I go to my
son’s basketball game, and there are a lot
of fathers there. My daughter is going to
be in the school play next week, and Dave
is not here to go to any of that.”

A few weeks after Goldberg died,
there was a father-child event at the
kids’ school, and Deutch proposed des-
ignating a stand-in dad. Sandberg pro-
tested that it wasn’t the same as hav-
ing Goldberg there. Deutch put his arm
around her. “Option A is not available,”
he said. “So let’s just kick the shit out of
Option B.” □

In the wake of
Sandberg’s loss, she and

Zuckerberg changed
Facebook’s leave policies
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IN THE EARLY
weeks after
Dave died, I was
shocked when
I’d see friends
who did not ask
how I was doing.

I felt invisible, as if I were
standing in front of them but
they couldn’t see me. When
someone shows up with a
cast, we immediately inquire,
“What happened?” If your
life is shattered, we don’t.

People continually
avoided the subject. I went to
a close friend’s house for din-
ner, and she and her husband
made small talk the entire
time. I listened, mystiied,
keeping my thoughts to my-
self. I got emails from friends
asking me to ly to their cities
to speak at their events with-
out acknowledging that travel
might be more diicult for me
now. Oh, it’s just an overnight?
Sure, I’ll see if Dave can come
back to life and put the kids to
bed. I ran into friends at local
parks who talked about the
weather. Yes! The weather has
been weird with all this rain
and death.

Many people who had not
experienced loss, even some
very close friends, didn’t
know what to say to me or
my kids. Their discomfort
was palpable, especially in
contrast to our previous ease.
As the elephant in the room
went unacknowledged, it
started acting up, trampling
over my relationships. If
friends didn’t ask how I was
doing, did that mean they
didn’t care? My friend and
co-author Adam Grant, a
psychologist, said he was
certain that people wanted to

talk about it but didn’t know
how. I was less sure. Friends
were asking, “How are you?”
but I took this as more of
a standard greeting than a
genuine question. I wanted
to scream back, “My husband
just died. How do you think
I am?” I didn’t know how to
respond to pleasantries. Aside
from that, how was the play,
Mrs. Lincoln?

At irst, going back to
work provided a bit of a sense
of normalcy. But I quickly
discovered that it wasn’t
business as usual. I have long
encouraged people to bring
their whole selves to work,
but now my “whole self” was
just so freaking sad. As hard
as it was to bring up Dave
with friends, it seemed even
more inappropriate at work.
So I did not. And they did
not. Most of my interactions
felt cold, distant, stilted. In
the moments when I couldn’t
take it, I sought refuge with
my boss, Mark Zuckerberg.
I told him I was worried that
my personal connections with
our co-workers were slipping
away. He understood my fear
but insisted I was misreading
their reactions. He said they
wanted to stay close but they
did not know how.

The deep loneliness of
my loss was compounded
by so many distancing daily
interactions that I started
to feel worse and worse.
I thought about carrying
around a stufed elephant,
but I wasn’t sure that anyone
would get the hint. I knew
that people were doing their
best. Those who said nothing
were trying to not bring on
more pain; those who said the

wrong thing were trying to
comfort. I saw myself in many
of these attempts—they were
doing exactly what I had done
when I was on the other side.

I thought back to a friend
with late-stage cancer telling
me that for him the worst
thing people could say was,
“It’s going to be O.K.” He said
the terriied voice in his head
would wonder, How do you
know it’s going to be O.K.?
Don’t you understand that I
might die? I remembered the
year before Dave died when a
friend of mine was diagnosed
with cancer. At the time, I
thought the best way to ofer
comfort was to assure her,
“You’ll be O.K. I just know it.”

Then I dropped the subject
for weeks, thinking she would
raise it again if she wanted to.

Recently, a colleague was
diagnosed with cancer, and I
handled it diferently. I told
her, “I know you don’t know
yet what will happen—and
neither do I. But you won’t
go through this alone. I will
be there with you every step
of the way.” By saying this, I
acknowledged that she was in
a stressful and scary situation.
I then continued to check in
with her regularly.

As people saw me stum-
ble at work, some of them
tried to help by reducing
pressure. When I messed up
or was unable to contribute,
they waved it of, saying,
“How could you keep any-
thing straight with all you’re

going through?”
In the past I’d said similar

things to colleagues who were
struggling, but when people
said it to me I discovered that
this expression of sympathy
actually diminished my self-
conidence. What helped was
hearing, “Really? I thought
you made a good point in
that meeting and helped us
make a better decision.” Bless
you. Empathy was nice, but
encouragement was better.

I inally igured out
that I could acknowledge
the elephant’s existence.
At work I told my closest
colleagues that they could
ask me questions and they
could talk about how they
felt too. One colleague said
he was paralyzed when I was
around, worried he might
say the wrong thing. Another
admitted she’d been driving
by my house frequently, not
sure if she should knock on
the door. Once I told her that
I wanted to talk to her, she
inally rang the doorbell and
came inside.

When people asked
how I was doing, I started
responding more frankly.
“I’m not ine, and it’s nice to
be able to be honest about
that with you.” I learned that
even small things could let
people know that I needed
help: when they hugged me
hello, if I hugged them just a
bit tighter, they understood
that I was not O.K.

Until we acknowledge
it, the elephant is always
there. By ignoring it, those in
pain isolate themselves and
those who could ofer com-
fort create distance instead.
Both sides need to reach
out. Speaking with empathy
and honesty is a good place
to start.

Sandberg and Grant are the
authors of Option B (Knopf),
from which this was adapted

EXCERPT

HOW TO TALK TO A LOVED

ONE WHO IS SUFFERING

By Sheryl Sandberg and Adam Grant

WHEN PEOPLE

ASKED HOW I WAS

DOING, I STARTED

RESPONDING

MORE FRANKLY:

‘I’M NOT FINE.’
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The
Handmaid’s
Tale, retold
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Margaret Atwood wrote

The Handmaid’s Tale, a

dystopian novel about a

society with a plummeting

birth rate, in 1984. In

the book, a totalitarian

American regime strips

women of their rights and

forces those who are fertile

to become “handmaids” to

bear children for wealthy

men and their barren

wives. Hulu is making

the landmark work into a

show starring Mad Men’s

Elisabeth Moss that will

premiere on April 26. Here

Atwood and Moss discuss

the story’s newfound

relevance.

—Eliana Dockterman

TIME: Why this show now?

Elisabeth Moss: I get asked a lot
whether the show is in response to
the election, but we were ilming
beforehand.
Margaret Atwood: The control of
women and babies has been a part of
every repressive regime in history. This
has been happening all along. I don’t
take it lightly when a politician says
something like a pregnancy can’t result
from a rape because a woman’s body
knows it and rejects it. There’s an under-
current of this [type of thinking]. And
then it rises to the surface sometimes.
But The Handmaid’s Tale is always
relevant, just in diferent ways in
diferent political contexts. Not that
much has changed.
Moss: When we irst met, we were
in a very loud restaurant, so I was
sort of leaning over the table trying
desperately to hear all of your answers.
But you said that the kernel of the
idea was how you would control
women by shutting down their bank
accounts.
Atwood: Also it was, If America were

going to do a totalitarian government,
what kind of totalitarian government
would it be? It wouldn’t be communism.
No surprises there. I thought it would
have to be some sort of theocracy, like
the 17th century in the U.S. I was always
very interested in the Salem witch trials,
another instance of controlling women.
Moss: We touch on this more in the
show than in the book, but even though
things are bad for the handmaids, the
government has improved some things.
There are more babies being born,

the air is cleaner.
Atwood: A character in the book
says, “Better never means better for
everyone.”
Moss: You’ve said a lot, and I’ve repeated
often, that everything that happened in
The Handmaid’s Tale has happened.
Atwood: Somewhere at some time.
I made nothing up.
Moss: And now we’re at a time when
our climate is what it is in America
and in the world. Do you still feel this
could happen?

PHOTOGR APHS BY RU VEN AFA NADOR FOR TIME
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Atwood: Even more so. When I irst
published the book, some people did
the “it could never happen here” thing.
“We’re so far along with women’s rights
that we can’t go back.” I don’t hear that
much anymore.
Moss: I know. One of the things
when we irst started talking about
making the show was whether this
was something that could be plausible.
I love it, but is this something the
public is going to buy into? And then
unfortunately, six months later, it

became a hell of a lot more plausible.

TIME: There are some diferences
between the show and the book.
Why did you add more nonwhite,
nonstraight characters?
Atwood: We’re taking of from now
rather than 1984, and there are more
multiracial couples now. In the book
I had them being so segregationist,
they were just separating everybody
and shipping them of the way the
Nazis did.

In the show, it’s diferent. So just as
we have cell phones in the plot now, we
have to update other things. Although
I was setting it in the future when I was
writing it, I didn’t know anything about
the future. I wrote that thing on an old
typewriter in Berlin. We didn’t even
have personal computers yet.
Moss: We wanted the show to be very
relatable. We wanted people to see
themselves in it. If you’re going to do
that, you have to show all types of peo-
ple. You have to relect current society.

A question I get asked a lot in inter-
views: Do you gravitate toward feminist
roles? This is a question I struggle to
answer, because I don’t necessarily
feel like they are feminist roles. I feel
like they’re interesting women. The
Handmaid’s Tale is considered one of
the great feminist novels. I actually
consider it a human novel about human
rights, not just women’s rights.
Atwood: Well, women’s rights are
human rights unless you have decided
that women aren’t human. So those are
your choices. If women are human, then
women’s rights are part of human rights.
Moss: Exactly.
Atwood: When we use that word,
feminism, I always want to know: What
do you mean by it? What are we talking
about? If the person can describe what
they mean by the word, then we can talk
about whether I am one of those or not.
Moss: I ind myself getting slightly
tripped up because I am a feminist, and
I’m not ashamed of it. But that’s not
why I chose this role. I did it because it’s
a complex character.
Atwood: If it were only a feminist book,
you would think, in that case, all the
women are over here on the low side,
and all the men are over here on the high
side. But it’s more like the way human

Moss, left, and Atwood say one
of the most prescient scenes in
Hulu’s The Handmaid’s Tale is
a women’s-rights protest against
the government

▶ For a video of this conversation, visit time.com/handmaids
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Peggy from the end of Mad Men

became a feminist meme. Do you
think that will happen with The

Handmaid’s Tale?
Atwood: Why did that become a
meme for feminism? Because of
smoking?
Moss: [Laughing] No. It’s her walking
into her new job. She leaves this old
place after a very long time.
Atwood: It’s a brave new world. You’ve
come a long way, baby. Virginia Slims.
Moss: Exactly. She’s walking down
the hall, and she’s carrying a box of
her things and wearing sunglasses,
doesn’t give a sh-t and has made this
giant leap because it takes place in the
’60s. I’m super-proud to have been
part of a moment that people can gain
any inspiration from or connect with
women’s rights.

I can ask the same question of you:
Does the fact that I have the nolite te
bastardes carborundorum (“Don’t let
the bastards grind you down”) line
from the book on my necklace, or the
fact that people get it tattooed, is that
weird?
Atwood: I’ll tell you the weird thing
about it: it was a joke in our Latin
classes. So this thing from my childhood
is permanently on people’s bodies.

This interview has been edited for clarity

and context

societies actually arrange themselves,
which means some powerful people at
the top. The women connected to those
people have more power than the men
connected to the bottom rank.
Moss: The commanders’ wives have
more power than the male servants.
Atwood: You betcha. And Queen
Elizabeth I had more power than Joe
the peasant.

TIME: Is it harder to get projects with
multiple female leads made?
Moss: I’ve found that to be an issue.
I optioned a book with two women in
it and was told multiple times it was
“too female.” I was like, Are you even
allowed to say that?
Atwood: It’s not a problem in the
world of writing because publishers
have this lightbulb over their head
that tells them that women read a lot
of books. In fact, there was a funny
thing that happened a few years ago in
which they were girlifying the covers
of iction, including men’s iction.
Moss: Really?
Atwood: You really had to ight of the
publishers to keep them from putting
lowers on your book.
Moss: What does Margaret Atwood
read while she’s relaxing?
Atwood: I’m pretty omnivorous.
Pop science—something where
somebody else tells me the result
with usually, I hope, lovely colored
illustrations. Show me the pictures
and tell me what you found out. Don’t
make me actually do the study and kill
all those mice. Everything from there
all the way through to sci-i, spec-ic,
regular novels, noniction, history,
biography and graphic novels. A lot of
history, as you might imagine.

TIME: Margaret, you’re very active
on Twitter. Elisabeth, you’re not on
Twitter at all. What do you make of
the sometimes toxic nature of social
media, including slut-shaming?
Atwood: I am on Twitter, but I’m too
old to attract slut-shaming. I hate to
break this to you, but I don’t think
anyone’s interested in me.
Moss: [Sarcastically] What a shame.
That’s too bad. I’m so sorry about that.
Atwood: Right? There are pluses and
minuses of getting older. The closer you

ABOVE Moss plays Ofred,
a woman forced into
servitude after her child is
taken from her

LEFT Everything that
happens in Atwood’s novel
happened sometime in
history, the author says

come to being dead, such as myself, the
less likely you are to attract such things.
Young women with some power are
particularly subject to it, because it’s also
a love-hate-love-hate thing. This is an
attractive person whom I’m never going
to have a date with, so I hate them. Don’t
you think?
Moss: It’s similar to a scene in the show:
a woman reveals that she was the victim
of rape, and she’s told, “You brought this
upon yourself. You deserve this.”

You go out in a sexy dress on the
red carpet, so now we’re allowed to say
whatever we want about you. But that’s
not O.K.
Atwood: That’s always been the case. If
you go back to the 19th century, it was
opera stars and female theater stars who
attracted this kind of thing. It’s not new.
It just gets ampliied.

TIME: Speaking of social media,
Elisabeth, an image of your character
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△
A LEAGUE OF

THEIR OWN

Monsters and
Post Grad both

describe the lives
of graduates from
eight of the most

praised—and
pilloried—American

universities

DENISE IS SET ON ATTENDING A TOP MEDICAL
school. Michelle heads of to a jazz conservatory.
Olivia wants to make a documentary ilm. Alex
sets up a coding business with her brother. Finally,
there’s Caroline, who wants to be a writer.

The ive members of Princeton’s class of 2014
appear in Caroline Kitchener’s carefully reported,
empathetic Post Grad, the latest book depicting
real life after the world of privilege at one of
America’s top colleges. Each one struggles. “The
irst year out of college is a hard year,” Kitchener
writes. “For me it was the hardest year.”

Three of them seek out therapy or counseling.
The fourth searches for a church. The ifth tries
everything from Buddhism to hallucinogens to
polyamory. Stripped of the comfort of college, they
are hungry to be known and to know who they
are. They explore an unstable terrain of anxiety,
status, competition and shifting identity, making
Post Grad a reported counterpart to the post-
Stanford world that Tony Tulathimutte sent up in
last year’s excellent novel Private Citizens.

As Kitchener’s subjects begin their careers,
they ind themselves most tested in their personal
lives. She positions her book at the center of a
disturbing reality: women today graduate from
college outperforming their male peers, and yet
by the end of their irst year in the workforce, they
earn less. In college, Kitchener revolted at the
advice of Susan Patton, the infamous “Princeton
Mom” who urged undergraduate women to make
a search for a husband their irst priority. A year
removed from school, Kitchener is surprised to
ind herself subject to the gravitational pull of
Patton’s retrograde warning. “Again and again, we
had to make choices between professional and
personal advancement and a relationship,” she
writes. “What surprised me was how much we
wanted to choose the relationship.”

With Monsters of the Ivy League, Steve Radlauer
and Ellis Weiner have written a listicle disguised
as a book, the sort of thing you might give to
Kitchener as a joke. The former Spy magazine
stafers have yoked together 85 brief portraits of
Ivy Leaguers they hate, forming an alternative
history of schools famous for producing masters
of the universe. They name names and crate
their monsters in 40 boxes (labeled everything
from “anti-Semite” to “wimp”). This genus
of ne’er-do-wells can be further classiied by
species the authors can’t stand: liars, criminals,
slaveholders, eugenicists and Republicans.
Unfortunately, even the authors seem to tire of

their picaresque before it inds its inal destination.
(“With Benjamin Wadsworth, we reach the Ws in
our alphabetical listing. The end is in sight—only
seven monsters to go after this one.”)

Monsters manages one good deed at least,
exploring the many relationships between these
Northern institutions and the Southern institution
of slavery, something that, as President Trump
(Penn ’68) might say, is getting recognized
more and more today. But what Monsters gets
wrong is the idea that graduates of these schools
would rather not discuss their wayward former
classmates. “No one, during a Whifenpoof concert
or at halftime of the Columbia-Brown game,
reminisces about sociopathic alumni,” they write.

On the contrary! As someone who went to
college outside of Boston, I know that the only
thing an Ivy League postgrad likes to talk about
more than where he went to college is a fellow
graduate who, after four years on campus, has
turned out to be something of a monster. □

COLLEGE

Class dismissed
By Samuel P. Jacobs
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JOHN LEGUIZAMO HAS A RECURRING BIT IN LATIN HISTORY
for Morons, the one-man show he’s performing through
April 28 at New York City’s Public Theater. Anytime he’s
insulted by another character—played, as they all are, by
Leguizamo—he stands on tiptoe, pufs up his chest like a
threatened grizzly and demands, “Do you know me, man?”
It’s a memorable refrain, but it’s a red herring. The show only
exists because of Leguizamo’s realization, a few years back,
that he didn’t know himself.

Although Leguizamo, 52, is well-known for movie roles
like Benny Blanco from the Bronx in Carlito’s Way and Tybalt
in Baz Luhrmann’s Romeo + Juliet, Latin History is his sixth

one-man play. It’s a primer on the
history of people of Latin descent
in the Americas, lavored by the
performer’s raunchy humor, dance
moves and spirited impressions,
which range from his therapist to
the Aztec emperor Moctezuma II.
But it’s also a comedic lament for the
pain of knowing how his people’s
contributions have been minimized
throughout American history.

“If I would have read in a textbook
as a kid that 10,000 [Hispanics] participated in the Civil War
and Cuban women in Virginia sold their jewelry to feed
the patriots,” he says, “people wouldn’t feel so conident to
disrespect me. I wouldn’t feel as victimized, because I would
go, Well, no! This is my country too.”

BORN IN BOGOTÁ and raised in New York City, Leguizamo
felt scorned from an early age. “I had a lot of encounters
with bullies, sometimes being the only Latin person
in the neighborhood,” he recalls. “People always said,
‘Why don’t you go back to your country? What have
your people ever done?’” As a defense mechanism, he
developed the sense of humor that would propel his
interest in theater.

But when he tried to break into ilm and TV in the
mid-1980s, he faced limited options. “I went to col-
lege. I’m an educated man,” he remembers thinking.
“And all I can play are drug dealers, killers, servants?”
Facing a choice between negative representations
or none at all, he decided on a third path, creating
his own roles. When he staged his irst play, Mambo
Mouth, in 1990, to 70 spectators in folding chairs,
he found an audience willing to listen. And not just
any audience: among the crowd was one of his favorite
playwrights, Arthur Miller. Leguizamo had found a stage

One of
Leguizamo’s
irst gigs was
dancing in the
music video

for Madonna’s 
1984 hit

“Borderline”

MOVES WITH

MADGE

John Leguizamo, actor
The award-winning dramatist returns to the

stage to explore his ancestors’ contributions in

Latin History for Morons. Leguizamo discusses

what he learned from his childhood bullies,

the struggle to �nd meaningful roles and the

healing power of storytelling

where he might be taken seriously.
Even as his opportunities onscreen

expanded—he played a bohemian
artist in Moulin Rouge! and voiced a
lisping sloth in the Ice Age franchise—
Leguizamo kept returning to the theater.
The idea for Latin History came from
his son, who in middle school began
to experience the same bullying his
father once had. The play interweaves
Leguizamo’s lessons on pre-Columbian
culture and Hispanic military heroes
with his own quest to igure out how
best to parent his child. Between those
emotional moments and spontaneous
eruptions into dance—samba, mambo,
even an Irish jig—he keeps the theater
from ever feeling like a classroom.

The show is more than a rejoinder
to bullies past and present. It’s part
of a body of work that responds to an
industry that once told Leguizamo he
could only play dangerous characters—
an industry that has changed, he says,
but “not quick enough, not big enough.”
Three decades later, he sees power in
his stories. “I’m writing this for me,
because this is how I take care of myself,
with how invisible we Latin people

are in the media,” he says. But soon
after he begins to write, another
question emerges: “Who else is
like me who is going to feel the
same kind of healing from seeing
Latin stories told?”

Those stories feel more
urgent than ever to Leguizamo,
who says that between recent
headlines about deportations
and President Trump’s rhetoric

about Latinos on the campaign
trail last year, “my show has much

more bite.”
In the end, his research became

more than fodder for a play. “I
feel so empowered now that I know
my history,” he says. “I’ve got facts,
I’ve got numbers, I’ve got proof.”

—ELIZA BERMAN

‘Who else

is like me

who is going

to feel the

same kind of

healing from

seeing Latin

stories told?’

▶ For more Voices, visit time.com/AmericanVoices
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safe in your lane.
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Radicals in love go Guerrilla
ALL OUR RELATIONSHIPS TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE CON-
text of politics, but we have the luxury of ignoring that most
of the time. Not so for Jas (Freida Pinto) and Marcus (Babou
Ceesay), ictional characters moving through very real history
stateside viewers may not know much about. On Showtime’s
new six-episode miniseries Guerrilla, the pair establish a cell
dedicated to ighting the government in 1970s Britain, even-
tually moving from activism to violence. In a cruel irony, their
mutual ardency forces them apart.

Guerrilla provides an illuminating look at how the Black
Power movement manifested itself across the Atlantic and
how restrictions on immigration made violent means seem
necessary to its members. Like creator John Ridley’s other
current series, American Crime on ABC, Guerrilla doesn’t con-
descend and moves briskly through its plot twists. The nar-
rative feels perhaps less important than the richly textured
world the show conjures up, illed with partisans to various
causes and difering opinions about tactics. Idris Elba shows
up in a supporting role as a community activist with a more
incrementalist approach—the role, inherently less lashy than
the show’s heroes, is a shrewd deployment of his star power.

But the story is Jas and Marcus’, and both Pinto (best
known for her role in Slumdog Millionaire) and Ceesay bril-
liantly capture the intense passion of young radicals. It’s easy
to see them as unlucky and forced into conlict. Their ight,
along with endless litting between safe houses, magniies
the marginal diferences between them. But Guerrilla depicts
how exhilarating it is to give one’s life to a cause. That may
make them perfect characters to follow in a world in which
politics seem suddenly ablaze. —DANIEL D’ADDARIO

GUERRILLA airs on Showtime on Sundays at 9 p.m. E.T.

Both Pinto and
Ceesay brilliantly
capture the intense
passion of young
radicals

Time Of Reviews

TELEVISION

The third and inal
season of HBO drama
The Leftovers (April 16)
continues its study of
life after the rapture,
this time in a new
location: Australia.

△
MUSIC

Singer and iddler Lillie
Mae makes her solo
debut with Forever and

Then Some (April 14),
a honky-tonk-laced
contemplation of
loneliness, produced
by her bandmate Jack
White.

BOOKS

Set in 2045, Daniel
Suarez’s terrifyingly
plausible technological
thriller Change Agent

(April 18) explores a
genetics black market
where sophisticated
cartels can edit human
embryos.

▽
MOVIES

Brie Larson and Armie
Hammer star as
wisecracking criminals
on the run from highly
disgruntled gangsters
in the bullet-riddled
action-comedy
Free Fire (April 21).

Pinto and Ceesay
play star-crossed

activists in a
miniseries depicting
class struggle in the

U.K. in the ’70s
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Hunnam
and Holland

as jungle
explorers risking

everything in
search of a

dream

HISTORY

By the light
of a deadly
moon
NEARLY 100 YEARS AGO,
the Osage tribe of Okla-
homa were thought to be the
wealthiest people per capita
in the world, thanks to their
oil-rich reservation, kindly
sold back to them by the fed-
eral government that had
snatched it away. The hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
that spewed from those wells
funded lavish mansions,
chaufeured cars and couture
wardrobes for the Osage.

They’d have been richer
still—perhaps not striving at
a 20% poverty rate today—
were it not for the parasitic
Getty dynasty and others. Or
for the fact that the Osage
began to be systemically
murdered, a crime David
Grann examines in his
unsurprisingly extraordinary
new book, Killers of the
Flower Moon.

What at irst seemed to
be coincidental killings came
to it a pattern of conspiracy.
As the body count ticked
higher and the few white
men trying to help the tribe
became victims, the crisis
catalyzed the formation of
the FBI. J. Edgar Hoover isn’t
a hero here, though—he put
enormous pressure on the
fragile, politically explosive
case, which he entrusted to
a band of unorthodox but
talented agents.

Grann has an eye for cin-
ematic tales (see review, left)
and the ilm rights to Flower
Moon have already sold for
an astronomical $5 mil-
lion. But the end of Flower
Moon leaves the reader with
a sense of injustice not truly
avenged, and it’s no fault of
the author—it’s American
history. —CLAIRE HOWORTH

JAMES GRAY’S SYMPHONIC THE LOST CITY OF Z, ADAPTED
from David Grann’s 2009 book, is the kind of grand adventure
epic few people know how to make anymore. Charlie
Hunnam, summoning the perfect blend of ardor and under-
statement, stars as real-life British explorer Percy Fawcett,
who, in 1925, disappeared in the Amazon jungle while seeking
a long-lost civilization. Others doubted its existence, but
Fawcett was sure in his bones, and in his heart, that it was
real. He devoted his life to locating it.

In the ilm, Fawcett gets his irst inkling of this mythical
outpost on a routine, if dangerous, exploratory Amazonian
expedition in 1906. His passion is sparked when he glimpses
a carved face nestled in a tree trunk, guarded by a jealous,
growling panther. He returns home, but the jungle beckons
stubbornly. His wife Nina (Sienna Miller, luminous and as-
tute) supports his outlandish dreams. His eldest son Jack
(Tom Holland, of the coming Spider-Man reboot) nurses boy-
ish resentments. This is a family drama too, and the dynamics
unfold in a way that’s both believable and moving.

Director Gray (The Immigrant) does nothing by half mea-
sures, and that certainly goes for his exploration of Fawcett’s
jungle. With ace cinematographer Darius Khondji, he cap-
tures the wonders and horrors of this mirror-world Eden:
squeaky bats lapping through tree boughs at night, illnesses
that cause sturdy men to cough up black gunk, a sacred hill-
side ritual illuminated by lickering torches. Pictures with the
grand sweep and dreamy energy of this one don’t come along
every year—they barely come along at all. This is itself a mes-
sage in a bottle, a missive from a lost city of movies.

—STEPHANIE ZACHAREK

MOVIES

An explorer pursues a jungle
dream in The Lost City of Z
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WHAT POPPED IN CULTURE

LOVE IT

LEAVE IT

Former Jersey

Shore star Michael

“The Situation”

Sorrentino and

his brother Marc

found themselves

in a situation

when they were

indicted for a

second time on

charges of federal

tax evasion.

‘Being in the Spice Girls was so much fun,
but I was never the best singer or dancer.’
VICTORIA BECKHAM, formerly known as Posh Spice, in an interview with Elle U.K.

An IKEA store

arranged a

toilet display to

resemble Game

of Thrones’

infamous

Iron Throne.

TIME’S WEEKLY TAKE ON

Time Of PopChart  

The play Harry Potter and

the Cursed Child, a sequel to

J.K. Rowling’s novels, won a

record-breaking nine trophies

at Britain’s Olivier Awards.

Comedian and Daily

Show correspondent

Hasan Minhaj will

host the White House

Correspondents’

Dinner on April 29.

Trump isn’t attending.

MTV will

eliminate gender-

specific acting

categories for

its upcoming

Movie & TV

Awards in May.

Alec Baldwin continues his streak of

impersonating powerful head honchos in the

animated movie The Boss Baby, which topped

the U.S. box office two weeks in a row.

Marvel Comics is

taking disciplinary

action against an

Indonesian artist who

inserted messages

perceived as

religiously intolerant

into a recent issue of

X-Men Gold.

Some Twitter

users were

angry when the

Chicago Tribune,

tweeting about the

couple’s breakup,

referred to Aaron

Rodgers as actor

Olivia Munn’s

“boyfriend” rather

than as the Green

Bay Packers’

quarterback.

Women are often

described in

similar ways, many

pointed out.

A culinary

innovator tweeted

a picture of cheesy

pizza topped with

marshmallow

Peeps, to

widespread

discussion and

disgust.

An Israeli Labor

Party election has

been postponed

because it

conflicted with

a Britney Spears

concert scheduled

to take place on the

same day in July.
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Dear Owen,

Well, here we are. In just a few weeks you will graduate from
college. Many things have happened over the past four years;
the biggest is that while I was looking the other way, you
became a man—someone who can drink and vote and die for
our country. (I know you do the irst two; I hope you never
do the last.)

You’re wrapping up your college years writing your thesis
(puzzles in the work of Emily Dickinson), and I’m wrapping
up your college years cataloging my regrets (puzzles in
the work of motherhood). When I was your age, a writing
teacher told me that everything funny is a little bit sad, and
everything sad is a little bit funny. For some reason this keeps
coming back to me as I think about your graduation. Maybe
every joy carries a bit of regret.

Remember the summer after ifth grade, when we went to
Target a month before the start of middle school and bought
all the supplies you would need, including a lock for your
locker? Having a locker—and being able to manage a combi-
nation lock—was such a big deal! With your school supplies
in hand well in advance, I thought you were prepared. And
then you misplaced half the supplies in the landill that was
your bedroom. So on the last night of summer vacation, I had
a 9 p.m., history-making Mom Freak-Out. Where were the
notebooks? Where were the pencils? Where was the lock for
your locker?! You sat cross-legged on the loor, your skinny
frame surrounded by half-full Target bags, and silently began
to cry. In that moment I failed you completely.

The hardest part of parenting is knowing when to step in
and when to step back. You are still absentminded. (Remember
spring break 2017, when your wallet was “lost” in the car for
two days?) I have learned, however, that you always ind your
way. Combination locks! Who. Cares. But you see, my (over-)
reaction that night had nothing to do with whether you had all
your supplies and everything to do with wanting to feel that I
had life under control as you entered the uncharted world of
combination locks and cell phones and walking to school every
day with a friend instead of a parent.

So I apologize for that, and for all the other times when I
took my issues and made them yours.

I apologize, too, for the times I co-opted your triumphs.
Perhaps this is true of all parents, but one of my greatest
mistakes as a mother was to conlate your success with mine.
Every accomplishment of yours meant less working-mom guilt
for me: if you got an A on a test, I gave myself an A; if you made

the varsity team, so did I. I was raised by a loving stay-
at-home mom, and by working full-time when you
were growing up, I feared you would be less smart, less
happy, less emotionally sound. (Turns out that was
me.)

I’m sorry I didn’t pay more attention, didn’t write
down every single thing you said in a notebook while
you were still the little boy who would crawl into bed
with me and say, “Let’s hold hands.” The boy who
wanted nothing more than to be by my side, before you
became an overscheduled teenager and then a polite
young man who has learned how to gracefully delect
a prying parent. I know that little boy is still in there
somewhere, and I know this is the natural order of
things. But now you are like an Emily Dickinson poem:
beautiful, brilliant, mysterious.

I have taught you many things: how to ask for what
you need; how to silence distraction when it’s time to
focus; how to water a plant, write a thank-you note,
iron a shirt, comfort a friend (or a mother). But you
have taught me much more. I now know, for example,
what bougie means. And I think I know how to let go.

Years ago I read a parenting book that included this
advice: When your child does something amazing,
do not say, “I am so proud of you.” Instead say, “You
should feel so proud of yourself.” That is a hard habit
to break, inserting the parental I and confusing your
child’s identity with your own. Forgetting that it’s not
about you. Stepping in when you should be stepping
back. And so I will say to you, Owen, on the day you
don that cap and gown: My beloved child, you should
feel so proud of yourself. It was all you.

Love,
Mom

Van Ogtrop is the author of Just Let Me Lie Down:
Necessary Terms for the Half-Insane Working Mom

A letter of apology to a son

graduating from college

By Kristin van Ogtrop

Essay The Amateur
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‘There hasn’t been

a day since Roe
v. Wade became

legal in 1973 that

women haven’t had

to �ght to maintain

access to this very

important service

[of abortion].’

7 Questions

Dr. Willie Parker He grew up Christian in Alabama and

became a doctor at the suggestion of a college mentor. In

Life’s Work, he explains why he’s now an abortion provider

that out of a sense of commitment to
the background from which I came, if I
couldn’t make women in the South—a
disproportionate number of whom
are poor and of color, which is my
background—if I couldn’t make those
women a priority, who would?

Abortion providers have been the

targets of violence, yet you don’t

have a bodyguard and don’t wear a

bulletproof vest. Do you fear for your

life? If I succumb to an anxiety that
leaves me more preoccupied with what
can happen to me than the good I can
do, that’s already a form of death.

Are women’s reproductive rights

more vulnerable now than they were

before Roe v. Wade? In my opinion
there hasn’t been a day since Roe v.

Wade became legal in 1973 that women
haven’t had to ight to maintain access
to this very important service. Roe has
been in place for 44 years, but never has
it been more vulnerable.

What will happen if Roe is over-

turned? If Roe were to be overturned,
abortion would not become illegal in
this country. But it would go back to pre-
1973, when we had states like New York,
California, Hawaii and several others
that legalized abortion before
the Roe decision. Women
would have their reproductive
rights determined by their zip
code. The real peril is that if
states are left to their own
mechanisms, in most states
women would lose access
to abortion services.

Are you hopeful about

the future of women’s

reproductive rights?

If I were not hopeful
for the future, I would
not get out of bed every
day. I really believe that
hopelessness and despair
will become a self-fulilling
prophesy. —ALICE PARK

When you irst became an ob-gyn,

you did not perform abortions

because you felt it conlicted with

your Christian principles. What

changed? I’ve been a Christian longer
than I’ve been a physician. When I chose
a career as a women’s health provider, I
had to think more seriously, more deeply
about the fact that I see women on a
regular basis who have unplanned and
unwanted pregnancies. The compassion
that welled up inside me for each
woman—each woman had a story, a
circumstance—it came to a point where
increasingly it was uncomfortable to be
saying no. What I believed and what I
practiced began to come into conlict.

How did you reconcile your

religious beliefs with your sense of

professional obligation? My epiphany
came while listening to a sermon by
Dr. Martin Luther King. In that sermon
he described what made the Good
Samaritan good. Someone had been
robbed, left on the side of the road
injured, and multiple people passed that
person by. They all were afraid of what
might happen to them if they stopped to
help. A person not from the community
described as the Samaritan stopped
and provided aid. Dr. King said what
made that person good was his ability to
reverse the question of concern, to ask
what will happen to this person if I don’t
stop to help.

On that particular day, while listening
to that sermon and contemplating my
role as a women’s health provider, it
became very personal for me. I became
the person on the road having to respond
to the need of another person—in this
case women asking me to help them
safely end their pregnancies.

Why did you decide to provide

abortions in the South? When I left
Alabama at the age of 18, I was of the
mind-set that Alabama is a better place
to be from than to be in. But increasingly
with my skill in abortions came the
awareness of the degree to which access
to abortion care is limited. I decided
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Experience the world’s most amazing animals 
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2017 Mazda CX-5 Grand Touring shown.

“ELEGANT”
- Owen D. ,  Brooklyn , NY 
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