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ONLY THE MOST AMAZING RIDES! ASTON MARTIN DB10, FORD GT,
HONDA 2&4, MCLAREN 675LT, FERRARI FXX K, PORSCHE MISSION E

ENTER THE ULTIMATE DREAM GARAGE

Let’s drive!
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WHAT MAKES A CAR ‘COOL’? Well, if  you were to ask me, 

I’d say that a car has to have a little bit more than panache. 

Yes, we have a good selection of exotics in this issue that 

are certainly loud and flamboyant. Who doesn’t think that 

the Ferrari FXX K is cool? Or the McLaren 675LT?  But 

sometimes there should be more to a car than outlandish 

aerodynamics  and ridiculous performance figures. Having 

the highest top speed and the most powerful engine output 

doesn’t automatically make a car cool. 

I think the the humble Citroen 2CV is one of the coolest 

cars ever, even if all that it packed under the hood is a      

29hp engine. Another car that I think is super cool is the 

1962 Chevrolet Impala. It is a huge American land yacht 

that guzzles gas, but it totally rocks in my book. Expect to 

see these kinds of cars in here. 

And of course, as an added treat, we also have the Roll-

Out 2016 section in this magazine. It’s a revival of sorts 

of the original Roll-Out Issue: a forecast of  what  cars 

will be released in the Philippines this year. But because 

automotive manufacturers are very secretive, let’s have a bit 

of fun and see which of these cars actually make it here.

We do have a few sure bets, so if you are in the market for 

a brand-new car, it’s probably a good idea to take a look at 

what’s inside. You might be surprised and hold off on a car 

purchase until your dream ride arrives.

Now I must say that putting this issue together has been 

an absolute pleasure. It’s an excellent reminder of why I 

became a car guy in the first place. My only hope is that I can 

pass on the addiction to you guys.

Until the next time! Keep safe and stay driven!

COOLEST CARS / ROLL-OUT 2016

Paulo Rafael Subido
PROJECT EDITOR
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A
s far as motoring icons go, Lamborghini ranks way up there 

with the best of the poster boys. Kids of the ’80s will 

undoubtedly remember the Countach that was practically 

revered by everyone during its heyday—and even up to 

now. At present, its latest counterpart among the current 

generation is the Aventador, with its sculpted lines and 

flowing form.

Apart from Lamborghini, there are other awesome 

models to tickle the imagination of both budding and jaded car nuts. 

Porsche 911s, Paganis, the Chevrolet Corvette. Wait, what was that last 

one, you ask? No, that wasn’t a typo. Because unless you’ve been living 

under a moon rock, you may have heard that the all-new, C7-based 

Corvette Z06 has leveled up its game to bring more performance to the 

ever-growing supercar party.

The Z06 presents a package that’s a massive departure from the 

Corvettes of our fathers during their teenage years. While that was a hoot 



It’s the battle between two motoring icons. Let’s 
see how the Chevrolet Corvette Z06 does 
against the Lambo Aventador LP700-4

WORDS BY  GERARD JUDE CASTILLO 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  ROWAN HORNCASTLE
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to drive, the sad reality is that it was merely a great muscle car that could 

go fast in a straight line and nothing else. Today’s Corvette clocks in a 

3.3sec 0-100kph time courtesy of a 6.2-liter supercharged V8. This motor, 

along with the all-wheel drivetrain, can match the Aventador’s 690hp 

6.5-liter V12 with its own 650 horses.

Sure, the century run may be down by 0.4sec versus the bull, but the 

Vette can now hold its own around the corners. That’s something that 

could never be said of Chevys (or any American muscle car) of old. 

Moreover, you can even specify a plethora of go-fast and gee-whiz gizmos 

to make it run even better. That’s in addition to the already sophisticated 

all-wheel-drive system, carbon-fiber body, and a look that is as drool-

worthy as the hottest cars on the planet.

‘THAT WASN’T A TYPO. THE 
CORVETTE HAS LEVELED UP 
ITS GAME IN A HUGE WAY’



It’s a rivalry that goes back decades. Let the Ferrari California T 
and the Porsche 911 Turbo S duke it out this time around  
WORDS BY  GERARD JUDE CASTILLO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  MARK FAGELSON
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he image of a supercar to most folks is almost always 

associated with Ferrari. In fact, if you played Top Trumps as 

a kid, the card you wished to get was most likely a Prancing 

Horse—because it had the most horsepower.

True enough, nameplates like the iconic 308 GTS, the 

F40, the F50 and, lately, the LaFerrari are what automotive 

fantasies gone wild are made of. Even the California, 

considered tame by supercar standards, is more than what 

most people could ever want or handle. And now, the folks 

from Maranello have created its rowdier version in the form of the 

California T—the brand’s return to forced induction since the legendary, 

and extremely rare, F40.

That turbocharger on the 3.9-liter V8 helps push output to a lofty 

552hp, which is coursed through a seven-speed dual-clutch gearbox. This 

allows the svelte droptop to power its way to 100kph from rest in 3.6sec 

before hitting a top speed of 315kph. If that isn’t fast enough, we really 

don’t know what is.

But apparently, Porsche thinks 315kph is nothing. And it plans to show 

T
that to the Italian via the 911 Turbo S. The S is powered by what is 

essentially a massaged version of the 3.8-liter flat-six turbo motor, with 

larger compressors now pushing power to a mighty 580hp. This lets the car 

do the requisite century-mark blast in—get ready for this—2.9 ticks. Top 

speed? Oh, just 330kph. The most powerful turbo in over 40 years.

Unlike their forbearers back in the day, however, today’s Ferraris don’t 

just go fast on a dime. They likewise allow comfortable cruising all day 

long. Yes, the sardine cans of yore have given way to very accommodating 

cabins with all the luxuries you could ever want. You could say that the 

Italians have learned a thing or two from Porsche. And vice versa.

And that’s what makes these cars really interesting. Both give you loads 

of power and performance, plus the ability to chill when you please.

 What more could you want? It’s supercar nirvana.



COOLEST CARS /  ROLL OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH12 COOLEST CARS /  ROLL-OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH

This is the battle of the all-wheel-drive sports coupes. Will the 
winner be the Jag F-Type, Nissan GT-R, or Porsche 911 Turbo? 

WORDS BY  GERARD JUDE CASTILLO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  MARK FAGELSON
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13THE RIVALS

F
or almost a decade now, the Germans and the Japanese have 

been battling for supremacy. No, this isn’t World War II all 

over again. In fact, this tussle has even seen the British joining 

the fray as of late.

We’re referring to the toss-up between the Porsche 911 and 

the Nissan GT-R. Since the R35 iteration of the Japanese 

legend came into being in 2007 as the Skyline GT-R’s 

successor, it has had its sights set squarely on Porsche’s equally 

iconic sports car. Sure, the 911 has history, having been in 

production since 1963. Yes, the 911, in Turbo guise, has 520hp (the 

updated version has 540) from its flat-six turbocharged motor. True, it can 

rocket to 100kph from a standstill in 3sec.

But the Nissan is catching up—fast. With 545hp and a sub-3sec 

0-100kph time, it has more tenacity than its all-wheel drive and electronic 

gizmos can provide. Pretty cool.

 And as if things aren’t messy enough, here comes the Jaguar F-Type R. 

Touted as the successor to the breathtaking E-Type, the F-Type in R trim 

gets 550hp and, yes, all-wheel drive as well as the requisite gadgets and 

tech goodies.

And there’s the beauty of this whole contest: You get a whole lot of 

driving thrills in three different ways. The Porsche uses good ol’ 

mechanical grip with its rear-engined, all-wheel-drive layout. The Nissan 

goes for electronic wizardry to help it achieve outstanding performance. 

And Jaguar utilizes its knowhow in suspension and underpinnings. Either 

way, it means fun times behind the wheel—with all-weather traction to 

boot. Oh, and did we mention a boatload of luxurious toys?

So, which one would you root for—Germany, Great Britain, or Japan? 

Place your bets.
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‘YOU GET A WHOLE LOT OF 
DRIVING THRILLS, BUT IN 
THREE DIFFERENT WAYS’

THE RIVALS
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BMW 3.0 CSL HOMMAGE R

WORDS BY  N
IKY TAMAYO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  A
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B
uilt as a nod to the original ‘Batmobile’ CSL of the ’70s, the 

Hommage is a truly astonishing car. Pictures do little 

justice to the way the wraparound lines swirl and flow in 

three dimensions. Particularly challenging are the 

‘callipgrahic’ taillights integrated into the rear wing. The 

secondary roof spoiler and the X-shaped laser (yes, frickin’ 

lasers!) headlights, on the other hand, are playful nods to 

CSL racers of the past. The looks are rounded out by 

gorgeous 21-inch bronze wheels wrapped in prophylactic-

thin rubber.

Underneath the carbon-fiber shell are the chassis and the gutsy 3.0-liter 

twin-turbo engine of the M4. The latter stutters to life with the popping, 

chattery rasp familiar to generations of backyard tuners who’ve unbolted 

exhausts looking for even the smallest iota of extra power. Hardly melodic, 

but nostalgic to the nth degree.

The interior is a mishmash of minimalist retro-futurism, mixing wood 

trim and carbon with data displays peeking through the bare wood 

dashboard and a steering yoke seemingly straight off a starfighter. Extra 

information is routed to the driver’s helmet in a form of augmented reality. 

Hopefully, that includes Waze and Viber apps. It would certainly bring a 

new meaning to the term ‘hands-free.’

If BMW ever decided to create a small production batch of these things, 

it would likely sell every single one. Though there are no plans as of yet, 

given that the equally show-stopping i8 made it from show car to 

production almost unchanged, the Hommage’s eventual green-lighting 

remains an intriguing possibility.

COOLEST CARS /  ROLL-OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH
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FXX K?
WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALEX HOWEWHAT THE 
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F
orm meets function. Sculpture combined with science. 

There’s no other way to describe the Ferrari FXX K, except 

using these words.

The science part comes courtesy of a massaged version of 

the 6.3-liter V12 on the LaFerrari. The combination of this 

tweaked mill and the HY-KERS hybrid system produces a 

stratospheric 1,035hp. While no figures have been released as 

to how fast this thing can go, expect the 0-100kph time to be 

roughly 2.5sec (the LaFerrari’s corresponding figure is just 

under 3sec). Oh, and did we mention that it beat its LaF sibling around the 

Fiorano test track by a whopping 5sec, with a time of 1min 14sec?

Speed isn’t its only strong suit. The track-focused FXX K, which allows 

ultra-rich clients to play on their favorite racetracks, has several new 

settings on its Manettino. The available choices are Qualify, Long Run, 

Manual Boost, and Fast Charge. These help you reach motoring nirvana, 

using either typical petrol or earth-friendly electric juice.

As for the art part, well, just look at the car and you’ll know what we 

mean. There are splitters and fins in all the right places. Apart from 

contributing to the FXX K’s stunning looks, they provide massive 

downforce—to the tune of 540kg at 214kph! If you drove this car upside 

down through a tunnel, it probably wouldn’t fall off. Unfortunately, it’s 

also one of those Ferraris that are super-exclusive.

Some guys really have all the luck.
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T
wenty-five years ago, Honda shook up the sports-car world 

with the NSX, which showed that supercars could and 

should be as reliable as your everyday ride. It was powered by 

a 3.0-liter normally aspirated V6, made 270hp, sported a 

lightweight aluminum body, and employed cutting-edge 

tech derived from Honda’s Formula 1 program. After a 

15-year run, the NSX retired in 2005 and remained in hiatus 

until its replacement was unveiled at the 2015 North 

American International Auto Show.

 The question everyone is asking: “Is it worth the 10-year wait?”

If you’re anticipating a mid-engined sports car with a total output of 

over 570hp, then this new model is off to a good start. Most of the grunt 

comes from the longitudinally mounted 3.5-liter twin-turbo V6, mated to 

a nine-speed dual-clutch gearbox driving the rear wheels.

 An electric motor is sandwiched between the transmission and the 

engine to add some hybrid power. It doesn’t end there. Thrown in for good 

measure are two more electric motors, each one driving a front wheel to 

give the NSX all-wheel-drive capability and active torque vectoring. 

Magnetorheological dampers also guarantee supercar handling as well as a 

decent ride. All these goodies are enclosed within a body that’s even more 

eye-catching than the preceding concepts we’ve been teased with.

The best part: The NSX is aimed squarely at a certain Italian model 

whose name consists of three digits. This is certainly an exotic car well 

worth waiting for, much like the original NSX. The only thing that would 

make it more desirable is if Honda ups the ante and also decides to go 

against the numbers 918 and 675.

SUPERCARS
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WORDS BY CUTHBERT GO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY WEBB BLAND

A M E R I C A N  E X O T I C
F O R D  G T

T
o mark the 50th anniversary of the GT40’s first 
24 Hours of Le Mans victory in 1966, Ford is 
releasing a new model of its iconic sports car 
this year. Already, the concept vehicle was 
unveiled at the 2015 North American 
International Auto Show, and even in pre-
production guise, it promises eye-popping 
performance for the current times.

The new car’s silhouette resembles those 
of its forebears, with a series of modern touches for both form 
and function. Propulsion comes courtesy of a 3.4-liter 
twin-turbo EcoBoost V6 engine mated to a seven-speed 
dual-clutch transmission, and peak output is estimated to 
exceed 600 horses. The duty of stopping this powerhouse 

is left to the huge Brembos fitted on all four wheels.
Ford is aiming for the best power-to-weight ratio possible, 

so there is generous use of lightweight materials throughout 
the entire car. Other functional pieces include taillights that 
also act as ducts for air coming from the front end to the rear 
brakes. Pretty trick, right?

According to Ford, the new GT is already 95% ready for 
production, with minor tweaks needed here and there to 
improve ergonomics. Only 200 units will be built in 2016 once 
everything is set. The asking price: $400,000 a pop. 

With looks like that, we wish that Ford could have unveiled 
it much earlier. At least it would have given some of the 
common folks more time to save for this American-made, 
exotic sports car.



25SUPERCARS



26 COOLEST CARS /  ROLL-OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH

L A M B O R G H I N I  AV E N TA D O R  S V 

WORDS BY  ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  MARK FAGELSON
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S
uperveloce—Italian for ‘super-fast.’ Aventador—the name 

of a celebrated fighting bull in Spain. Lamborghini—the 

stuff of automotive legend.

Put all three together and what you get is a ride with a 

monster 6.5-liter V12 capable of generating 740hp, a 

potential top speed of 350kph, and a 0-100kph launch 

capability just under the sacred 3sec mark. That a G-force 

meter occupies a space on the Aventador SV’s instrument 

cluster is a clear testament to the car’s prowess.

Rocking strong, angular body lines reminiscent of an F-117 stealth jet, 

this bull looks like it can take off at any given point. And with its new wing, 

fenders, doors, and rocker panels redone in carbon fiber, the Aventador SV 

continues its dedication to weight loss and comes in at a not-so-

insignificant 45kg lighter than its non-SV counterpart.

The redesigned sections and exterior accents also make it more 

aerodynamic and capable of being super-superveloce (a word, we wager, 

that will soon be officially added to the Italian dictionary at the behest of 

Lamborghini). Inside, a lightweight, plush ‘Carbon Skin’ fabric is used on 

the headliner, cockpit and racing-style seats for a premium feel without 

sacrificing weight.

Just as important, all these adjustments give the Aventador SV a more 

aggressive, awe-inspiring, why-aren’t-you-already-in-my-garage 

countenance—a definite prerequisite for a car that occupies our dreams 

(or space on our bedroom wall as a poster, for that matter).
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P
orsche’s 911 GT3 RS has been the means by which Porsche 

has homologated its latest racing parts and aero kits for its 

competition cars. Introduced in early 2015, the 991 GT3 RS 

has many technological advancements over the old 997 

version to help it retain its status as the supreme track 

weapon of choice.

What is readily apparent are its widened stance, the 

massive wheels, and the new aero. The car’s width comes 

from the fenders, which are from the Turbo variant. The 

massive wheels are from the 918. The new aero bits are newly developed 

homologation pieces exclusive to the GT3 RS. Up front, the fenders were 

opened up with vents to release pressure from the front tires. The result is 

double the downforce over the front axle. The rear fenders from the Turbo 

also have functional ventilation that provide a ram intake for the engine’s 

induction system. But what we’ve mentioned thus far are only aids. The 

genuine technological advancement is the active yaw control in the form of 

Porsche’s torque-vectoring and rear-wheel steering, both of which 

contribute massively to a reduction in track times. These systems allow the 

car to carry more speed through turns and put more power down while 

exiting the turn at the earliest possible point. 

Also, the only transmission available for this car is the PDK. The 

automatic tranny may be heresy to some, but this car is about the application 

of technology in the reduction of track times. No human can shift gears 

faster. This is the new paradigm in the technology of track weapons.

TRACK SUP
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WORDS BY JOEY BERNARDEZ 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD PARDON

P O R S C H E  9 1 1  GT 3  R SREMO
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R E D
R E D E M P T I O N  I N

A L FA  R O M E O  4 C

ho knew that in 2016, we would be singing praises 

about a car that lacks the most basic of amenities? 

And yet here we are, drooling over and lusting for 

the Alfa Romeo 4C.

It’s a common saying among gearheads that you 

can’t consider yourself a true car lover unless you’ve 

had the pleasure and/or horror of owning an Alfa 

Romeo. The marque’s past models were infamous 

for reliability that’s bordering on nonexistent, so 

owning one came at the price of your sanity.

But now, the Italian company is hoping to buck that trend with the 4C. 

This two-seater, mid-engined sports car is one of the first mass-produced 

vehicles to come standard with a carbon-fiber chassis. As such, it tips the 

scales at an almost unbelievable 895kg. Powering this baby Ferrari 

lookalike is a fantastic-sounding 1.75-liter turbocharged engine netting 

237hp. More important than the specs, however, is that the very soul of 

W

WORDS BY  CARLO CHUNGUNCO

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  LEE BRIMBLE



‘MORE THAN THE SPECS, 
THE VERY SOUL OF ALFA 
ROMEO IS PRESENT HERE’
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Alfa Romeo—the intangible thing that makes us love the brand—is very 

much present here.

Let’s only hope/pray/beg that through sheer force of will or want, some 

kind soul will bring the 4C and its stablemates to our shores. Only then can 

we decide for ourselves which is the true king of lightweight sports cars—

Lotus or Alfa Romeo.
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WORDS BY  ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO 

 PHOTOGRAPHY BY  ROWAN HORNCASTLE

A R I E L  N O M A D                

DELIGHTFULLYDIRTY
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E
xposed, welded steel tubing doesn’t exactly match the 

design language of the prototypical dream ride. Poster cars 

are sleek and angular, and look like they can teleport to the 

distant future at any given moment. They are a marriage of 

refinement and batshit-crazy engineering. And they have 

doors, fenders, and body panels, too.

So you might be wondering how the Ariel Nomad, 

looking all brash, dirty, and un-shiny, has found its way onto 

these pages. The thing doesn’t even have a roof, for crying 

out loud. But while some aesthetic staples are missing on it, it qualifies for 

a spot in this rag because it’s possibly the craziest buggy out there today. 

The 235 horses driving its rear wheels give it a 3.4sec 0-100kph launch 

rate. Now that’s just nuts.

The latest from the stable that created the widely popular Atom, the 

Nomad quells any need for its driver to hit the great outdoors. We see 

sports cars on the street, hear their engines rumble as they pass by, and 

admire them as they glisten under city lights. But take them anywhere 

other than on a long stretch of tabletop tarmac and they won’t be as fun to 

drive. Not by a long shot.

The Nomad completely does away with that constraint; it goes 

wherever it damn well pleases to. You can be sure that due to all the 

slipping and sliding over loose mud, taking into account this car’s absence 

of a standard windshield, you’ll literally get a lot of mud on your face. You 

can also be sure that behind the wheel of a Nomad, you’ll be grinning.

COOLEST CARS /  ROLL-OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH
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T
he rule of pesky public jeepneys and buses is coming to an 

end—because the Avtoros Shaman will simply drive over 

the lot of them. Designed to take outdoor exploration to the 

next level, this all-terrain vehicle has eight moving wheels 

and can float in water if it has to. It’s perfect for Metro 

Manila’s so-called road network.

On the outside, it looks like the bastard son of a Defender 

and a tank, but the interior is a different story. The driver 

actually has a cockpit, just like the ones you see inside a 

fighter jet. Imagine yourself sitting right there and enjoying the most 

commanding view of your surroundings.

Powered by a mere 3.0-liter diesel engine from Iveco, this behemoth is 

not fast at all. But why go fast and take the long road when you can easily 

carve your own route? The Shaman’s magic lies in its steering system, 

which lets you move through tight areas and extreme surfaces by fully 

utilizing all eight wheels. The four front rollers are normally enough to lug 

the beast around the woods. When things get a bit hairy, the remaining 

wheels at the back can spin you out of trouble.

This Avtoros ATV would be really nice to have here. You don’t even have 

to go all beast mode because you’re already in a beast. Now, if we could 

only spec one with a gun turret.

WORDS BY  CUTHBERT GO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  JUSTIN LEIGHTON

AVTO R O S  S H A M A N

COLOS
SUSTHE
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T
he Caterham Seven 160 proves that mediocre figures can 

deliver supercar driving feels. Though powered by a 600cc 

three-cylinder Suzuki engine that produces a paltry 80hp, it 

rewards its driver with a larger-than-life driving experience.

The unmistakable straight-out-of-the-’70s design 

continues Caterham’s tradition of producing lightweight 

cars that put a premium on a fully engaging drive rather than 

jaw-dropping specs. No radio, air-conditioning, doors and 

roof? No problem. Besides, you’ll want to feel the wind in 

your hair without any sort of disruption.

Turn the key in the ignition and the engine rumbles to life, not at all 

sounding like a Japanese econo-mill. Take the Seven 160 up the hills and it 

keeps you engaged, feeding power to the wheels and urging you to work 

your way through the gears. You’ll feel the axle moving directly under-

neath you, bridging the gap between man and machine. The wheels 

become your feet and legs; the tiller becomes your hips, midsection and 

torso as you direct the mass through meandering roads. Your heart rate 

matches the revving of the engine.

Here’s a car that, by default, will become an extension of yourself once 

you get behind the wheel. That makes the Seven 160, despite its 

conservative figures, a car to be truly desired.
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WORDS BY  ENRICO M
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C AT E R H A M  S E V E N  1 6 0 
S M A L L  N U M B E R S
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T
here are some cars that are truly close to our hearts. Despite 

the sheer number of makes and models that come out, some 

nameplates just refuse to fade into the motoring sunset. One 

of these is the Jaguar E-Type.

Many folks have called it one of the most beautiful cars in 

history. And this is what the gentlemen at Eagle think as well. 

In fact, Henry Pearman and his team work on nothing but 

E-Types, restoring this classic for a good 30 years now. But 

they don’t just put Jags back together and roll these back out 

on the road. Rather, they’ve come up with the Eagle Low Drag GT.

On the outside, it looks like your typical ’60s E-Type. Under the metal, 

however, is a modern-day automobile boasting a 4.7-liter six-cylinder motor 

(shared with the XK), a five-speed manual transmission, and creature 

comforts like air-conditioning and a quiet ride. With the engine producing 

roughly 345hp and 488Nm to haul a body weighing a bit over one ton, this car 

is a grand tourer in the truest sense of the word. It’s effortless and refined, 

and has a mug that will turn heads at every turn of the wheel.

So why not get a pre-owned E-Type? Eagle says this is for those who want 

the classic car, minus the headaches that come with owning one. Fair 

warning, though: Be willing to part with £650,000. Think it’s worth it? It will 

be, if you are the kind of guy who enjoys driving a classic car but with modern 

underpinnings. And its one hell of a Jag, after all.

WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROWAN HORNCASTLE





I
nspired by the historic RA272 Formula 1 car, the Project 2&4 

Concept is what happens when you let motorbike engineers and 

designers go a little nuts. The product of an internal design 

competition, it features a motorcycle-style aluminum backbone 

and a 999cc V4 engine cribbed from MotoGP, developing over 

212hp from 13,000-14,000rpm.

Beyond that, things take a turn for the bizarre. And not just 

because of the exposed side-mounted seat. Hanging it off the 

backbone allows for a full-length carbon-fiber floor diffuser for 

better aerodynamics. The cover opposite the driver hides mounting rails 

for a second seat. A drive-by-wire steering pod and pedal assembly permits 

easy switching from left- to right-hand-drive. Instrumentation is limited 

to a translucent digital screen behind the steering wheel, featuring basic 

data, telemetry, and a rear camera feed—rather important on a car with no 

mirrors to speak of.

M E E T  T H E 
AT O M -
S M A S H E R
WORDS NIKY TAMAYO

Honda Project 2&4 
Concept

Gorgeous multi-spoke alloys, wrapped in 225/45 R17 RE71R tires—

borderline street-legal track-day rubber—are bolted to lightweight 

motorcycle-style brakes. All these are mounted, via double-wishbones and 

Ohlins dampers, to stylish alloy ‘H’ frames. The front frame does double-

duty as a cool LED headlight assembly.

With a dry weight of just 405kg, this tiny terror could very well eclipse 

the bigger and heavier Ariel Atom around a track. If it’s ever produced, that 

is. Still, Honda has expressed a willingness to build it if demand is great 

enough. And given the reaction to the concept during its debut at last 

year’s Frankfurt Auto Show, how could it not be?
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W
ith Toyota leading the push toward hydrogen-

hybrid technology through the Mirai, it came as 

no surprise when Lexus, its luxury brand, 

unveiled the LF-FC during last year’s Tokyo 

Motor Show. The new concept car is a four-door 

coupe powered by the carmaker’s all-wheel-

drive hydrogen-hybrid system whose only 

output is fresh, clean, drinkable water.

The exterior wears the revised three-

dimensional spindle grille and taillights that are an evolution of those 

on the previous concept car, the LF-LC coupe. The interior, mean-

while, is typical Lexus, featuring airline-style seats with side bolsters, 

and a holographic center console that serves as the newest iteration of 

the carmaker’s remote touch interface.

This hydrogen flagship is crammed to the brim with advanced 

technology, from the latest-generation Lexus hydrogen powertrain to 

the integrated self-driving technology. By all means, it is a showcase of 

all the toys Lexus is planning to include in the upcoming LS.

Speaking of the new LS, the LF-FC is uncharacteristically 

restrained for a concept car; in fact, save for the lack of side mirrors 

and the presence of some odd angles in the body panels, it is almost 

production-ready. If the upcoming model comes close to it in terms of 

looks and tech, Lexus will definitely prove that eco-friendliness and 

zero emissions need not be boring.

WORDS BY CARLO CHUNGUNCO 

H Y D R O G E N  L E A D E R
L E X U S  L F - F C
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N
o one wants to come in second. At best, you simply lack a 

special quality to achieve true greatness. At worst, you’ve 

made a half-hearted attempt at something that was 

doomed to fail from the start. But that isn’t the case with 

the 675LT, which McLaren calls “the lightest, most 

powerful, fastest, and most track-focused, yet road-legal, 

model in the McLaren Super Series.”

This means that in the British carmaker’s current 

lineup, it plays second fiddle only to the insane P1 

hypercar. The ‘LT’ moniker was derived from the McLaren F1 GTR 

‘Longtail,’ named for its longer silhouette—to reduce drag and increase 

downforce—versus the standard F1. The 675LT is likewise aero-

dynamically optimized, the dramatically enhanced styling and active 

Longtail airbrake giving it 40% more downforce than the 650S. The 

lightweight titanium exhaust system features two circular pipes exiting 

centrally through the exposed bodywork immediately below the 

airbrake—another homage to the original Longtail.

If you need to ask why the airbrake is necessary, these should put it in 

context: 3.8-liter turbo V8 with peak figures of 666hp and 700Nm; 

0-100kph in 2.9sec; 0-200kph in 7.9sec; and top speed of 330kph. And for 

the moneyed folks planning to buy an 675LT, you’re in for a real challenge. 

Cars like these seldom depreciate in value, and with all 500 units snapped 

up even before production, you’ll to have to make a 675LT owner an offer 

he won’t be able to refuse.

A  TA I L  T O  R E M E M B E R 

M C L A R E N  6 7 5 LT

WORDS BY  PATRICK EVERETT TADEO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  LEE BRIMBLE
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WORDS BY  JOEY BERNARDEZ  

s a follow-up to the introduction of the new ND chassis of 

the MX-5 that Mazda brought to last year’s SEMA, the 

Hiroshima-based company’s American design studio 

introduced two new concept cars based on the latest Miata 

this year: These are the stunning Speedster and the Spyder 

concept cars.

Both cars area a play on Mazda’s obsession with weight 

reduction—a guiding principle in Mazda’s engineering of 

its new line of cars. These two concepts take the lightening 

concept to their utmost logical conclusion.

The Speedster concept is the more radical of the two. It has no roof, no 

windshield (apart from a small deflector where the windshield should be), 

and fairings behind the heads of the occupants that serve as 

compartments for helmets. Carbon-fiber doors and seats also add 

lightness. Rays Gramlights wrapped in Kumho Ecsta intermediate track 

tires further reduce unsprung weight. Total weight reduction is 250lb, 

which brings the weight of the MX-5 down to 2,080lb.

Meanwhile, the Spyder concept evokes classic sports-car looks with a 

special paint called Mercury Silver paired with a brown cloth top. This 

MX-5 doesn’t have a watertight roof. What it has is a bikini top, which the 

market first saw in the Porsche Boxster Spyder, and the only protection it 

gives is from the sun. There’s no weather stripping and no rear window. 

But what it lacks in weather protection it makes up for in reduced weight—

not to mention massive sex appeal.

A
A D D I N G  L I G H T N E S S 

T H E  M X- 5  S P E E D S T E R  A N D  S P Y D E R  C O N C E P TS
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P
-H-E-V. These letters stand for Plug-in Hybrid Electric 

Vehicle. Not exactly the words that would normally entice a 

car enthusiast.  Green, fuel-efficient, and rarely about 

performance, Mitsubishi wants to change this notion.     

And with the company’s rally heritage, it has the natural 

venue to evolve its hybrid and all-wheel-drive know-how. 

This is the result—the Outlander PHEV rally car.

 Like the stock version, its hybrid system is composed   

off a 2.0-liter petrol engine and twin electric motors, which 

also make up its unique all-wheel drive system. This is paired with 

Mitsubishi’s Super All-Wheel Control System, which controls torque 

delivery to all four corners. 

For rally duty, everything has been upgraded. This Outlander employs 

more powerful twin electric motors, an engine with a higher output, and 

a more powerful generator. 

Externally, the the car features a more aggressive front fascia, skid 

plates, and a mean-looking wide-body kit to accommodate a wider track 

and bigger tires. Its ground clearance and suspension stroke have also been 

increased for better off-road performance. 

E L E C T R I F Y I N G  R A L L Y C A R
WORDS BY ANDREW GUERRERO

It was entered in the Tout Terrain Especial (Special All-terrain Vehicle) 

class at the Baja Portalegre 500 cross-country rally, piloted by Dakar 

Champ Hiroshi Masuoka and co-driver Pascal Maimon. Having completed 

the grueling challenge was an impressive achievement for the Outlander 

PHEV rally car. Mitsubishi may have just created the coolest PHEV 

crossover the world has ever seen. 

O U T L A N D E R  P H E V





T
his tiny coupe, meant to go toe to toe with the mighty Mazda 

MX-5, looks like nothing else in Toyota’s stable. Mimicking 

the classic Sports 800 of the ’60s and taking inspiration 

(supposedly) from a river pebble, the S-FR eschews the 

slashing, gnashing, razor lines of recent Toyota/Lexus 

designs. Instead, it bears an uncanny resemblance to a 

pissed-off pufferfish.

We love it.

This ‘Small, Front-Engine, Rear-Drive’ concept features a 

spartan, driver-centric cabin with dark, fuzzy fabrics, patches of bare 

metal, pared-back digital instrumentation, and minimal clutter. The front 

seats are deep and well-bolstered, while the rears are best left as parcel 

shelves for outdoor equipment. Indeed, the S-FR seems designed to appeal 

to the active-lifestyle crowd, with a sporty wash-and-wear interior.

Suspension duties are handled by front MacPherson struts and rear 

double-wishbones. Motivation is provided by a 1.5-liter in-line-four engine 

loosely related to the one in the Avanza. With 128hp going to the rear 

wheels via a six-speed Aisin gearbox and curb weight being a feather-light 

980kg, performance promises to be sprightly.

Though the S-FR is merely a concept, Toyota claims it could be 

produced easily and without a technical partner, unlike the 86 (Subaru) or 

the upcoming Supra successor (BMW). A projected price of 1.5 million yen 

hints at a million-peso price tag when it finally gets here. Okay, maybe 

that’s if it gets here, but we can dream, right?

S M A L L ,  F U N ,  R A D I C A L
WORDS BY  NIKY TAMAYOToyota S-FR

‘IT CAN BE PRODUCED 
EASILY AND WITHOUT A 
TECHNICAL PARTNER’
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I
t’s no secret that the ‘John Cooper Works’ badge brings with it 

the expectation of a Mini that’s much badder, sportier, and more 

powerful than the standard car. The Cooper name, after all, is a 

legend in the racing world, and was instrumental in Mini’s three 

Monte Carlo Rally victories in the ’60s, just a few years after the 

production model hit the road in 1959.

The 2016 Mini John Cooper Works epitomizes this racing 

spirit. It looks the part with unique aero aids that actually 

function effectively, apart from making the car look totally 

badass. The appearance is sure to polarize most people save for the brand’s 

most loyal fans.

     But for sure, no one will complain about the 228hp and 320Nm on tap. 

These figures allow the launch-control-equipped automatic variant to get 

to 100kph from a standstill in 6.1sec. The manual lags behind with a       

time of 6.3sec, but both versions continue on to a top speed of just a shade 

over 240kph. You can thank the turbocharged 2.0-liter mill under the 

hood for that.

Multi-piston Brembo brakes residing under the 17-inch wheels are 

tasked with bringing the car down to saner speeds. Some electronic 

wizardry is thrown into the mix to mitigate torque steer and enhance 

handling. As for the cabin, it reflects the same obsession with performance 

by having the speedometer in front of the driver.

It’s a departure from tradition, true, but then again, this isn’t your 

ordinary Mini.

WORDS BY FERMAN LAO

MINI JOHN COOPER WORKS

THE MAXIEST MINI
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D
r. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  A car that can do it all. These are a 

couple of ways to describe the radical Nissan Gripz 

Concept, which is a mashup of sports car and high-riding 

small SUV in one youthful package.

 But the 2+2 configuration combined with a raised 

compact-crossover platform is no accident. The Gripz 

actually pays homage to the legendary Nissan 240Z rally 

racer of the ’70s. That cool machine was a sporty coupe 

reengineered to meet the grueling demands of the Baja 

Peninsula and Tasmania. The exterior wears a lot of Nissan’s trademark 

‘boomerang’ styling cues, from the grille to the lights. Carbon trim adds a 

sportier touch. We cannot do without that.

Meanwhile, the wheels and several interior bits carry some racing-bike-

derived design elements. This inspires a rugged, freewheeling vibe that 

makes the occupants feel like they’re one with the elements even if they’re 

safely enclosed in the comfy cabin.

And thanks to the technology under its skin, the Gripz is as futuristic as it 

looks. It packs a Pure Drive e-Power Series hybrid system, which, in plain 

English, is essentially an efficient gasoline mill mated to an equally frugal 

and quiet electric motor. This means you can commute to work daily and 

play on the weekend on your favorite mountain roads—and do so guilt-free. 

How cool is that?

WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO

N I S S A N  G R I PZ

THE COOL WALL
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orsche has now an answer to Tesla’s Model S: the Mission E 

Concept unveiled at the 2015 Frankfurt Auto Show. If only 

the Panamera could look this awesome. The Mission E is 

sleeker and fully electric, and considering Porsche’s racing 

pedigree, it certainly won’t disappoint even the detractors 

of electric vehicles.

Maximum output is an impressive 600hp delivered via 

an all-wheel drivetrain, and as with all EVs, peak torque is 

available right when you step on the accelerator. From a 

standstill, 100kph is reached in 3.5sec. Range of full charge is 500km. Not 

bad at all for a car that runs on batteries!

Even more impressive is the 800-volt charging system that could 

replenish the battery to 80% of full capacity in 15 minutes. Don’t you just 

wish your mobile phone’s battery could be recharged that quickly? The 

system, however, has not been actualized just yet. A more realistic gauge 

would be Tesla’s supercharger, which needs double the time to charge the 

battery to 80% because it provides just half the voltage.

There’s no news yet if the Mission E will ever be green-lighted for 

production. Porsche is giving the world a glimpse of a brighter automotive 

future where everyone can enjoy super-fast cars while still preserving the 

environment. Already, more carmakers are getting on that bandwagon. 

Better join in while it’s hot.

P
T H E  T E S L A  B E A T E R

WORDS BY  CUTHBERT GO    

Porsche Mission E
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WORDS BY  NIKY TAMAYO  

nce upon a time, this was a 964-generation Porsche 911, a 
car that rivaled the ‘scrambled egg’ 996 for the title “Most 
Unloved 911 Ever.” But then, Rob Dickinson, frontman for 
the mildly successful British alt-rock band Catherine 
Wheel back in the day, got his hands on it.

Drawing on his skills gained apprenticing at Lotus, and 
on the wealth of artisanal talent in sunny Southern 
California, his company, Singer Vehicle Designs (fitting, 
eh?), took the tired old thing and transformed it into every 

Porsche-o-phile’s wet dream.
The original bodywork is chucked in favor of mil-spec carbon-fiber 

panels with gaps tighter than a dollar bill. The handcrafted interior, swathed 

in billet, nickel plate, and stitched, quilted and woven leather, is so 
distractingly detailed that it often leaves people speechless. Custom Hella 
xenon lights provide hellishly good illumination, while blistered rear 
fenders house ultra-wide 275/40 R17 tires wrapped around Fuchs alloys.

An automatic spoiler completes a look inspired by early-’70s 911 racers. 
But with a raspy Cosworth-built 390hp air-cooled flat-six and a six-speed 
Getrag gearbox, this 1.2-ton car accelerates more like a modern racer. And 
with 40-way adjustable Ohlins dampers, Brembo brakes, and Michelin Pilot 
Sport Cup tires, it dances like one, too. 

Want one? All it takes is an old 964 (preferably manual), $400,000 to 
$600,000, and up to two years of nervous, nail-biting anticipation. A small 
price to pay for what is arguably one of the best 911s Porsche never made.

O
Porsche 911 by Singer Vehicle Design 

T H E                    
S W E E T E S T  S Y M P H O N Y
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WORDS BY  ENRICO M
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V O L KSWA G E N  D E S I G N  V I S I O N  GT I  C O N C E P T

    H O T T E R  T H A N  E V E R 
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ood God, this thing packs 503 horses under the 

hood and can race up to speeds of 300kph after 

blasting from nil to 100kph in just 3.9sec. This is 

the GTI that’s been begging to be made ever since 

the first model came out in the ’70s. And it 

encompasses the popular phrase ‘pocket rocket’ 

better than ever.

People have been tinkering with GTIs for as 

long as the nameplate has been around, doing all 

they could to make the thing go faster. The Design Vision GTI 

Concept, given the impressive numbers linked to it, should put 

itchy tuner hands to rest. Even attempts at tweaking the exterior 

would be limited at best, seeing how badass the concept already 

looks. The red strip that runs across the middle of the grille is like 

a futuristic beam that will zap anyone who tries to mess with the 

existing design. Because to do so is to commit an act of sacrilege, 

to be quite honest.

Just take a look at this VW: It doesn’t need any more work. Of 

particular note is the space by the C-pillars. It’s pulled away from 

the car, making room to accommodate the Design Vision GTI’s 

wider track and providing for sportier-looking haunches. But the 

absolute best thing about the concept is that it pays just the right 

amount of tribute to the original GTI, while pushing the envelope 

for both styling and engineering. It’s at once familiar and exotic.

G
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T H E  G R E AT  D E F E N D E R
WORDS BY  CUTHBERT GO

L A N D  R O V E R  D E F E N D E R  H E R I TA G E
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L
ike a loyal dog, the Land Rover Defender will not let you down. 

It makes sure you get to where you’re going no matter how 

impossible the terrains are. Whether you’re a farmer from the 

UK, running a safari in Africa, exploring Antarctica, delivering 

relief goods to the needy, or simply a city dweller wanting a 

more adventurous weekend life, trust us, it will be whatever 

you need it to be.  

Nothing much has changed over the past six decades. Maybe 

a new engine now and then or a more sophisticated dash, but it 

will always stick to its utilitarian roots. Now, its nearing the end of its 

production. Sure, we’ll forever miss this one and Land Rover knows that, 

too. Going out with a bang, Land Rover celebrates the life of this icon 

through the Defender Heritage.

Built to bring back the feeling of nostalgia to the time the series started. 

This edition looks like a post-WWII Jeep with touches of modern 

technology—still capable but more forgiving. Take it outdoors and you’ll 

know you’re right where you want to be. The ride is trademark harsh but at 

least you know the word “stuck” is not in its vocabulary.  

The Defender is man’s ultimate best friend. This Heritage limited series 

is no different. It’s a well-deserved tribute to the original Land Rover 

Series that we all came to know as the Defender. Although, its goodbye for 

now, the reputation will always live on.
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A
rguably one of the prettiest cars that Ferrari and Pinin-

farina had ever produced. Made famous by countless TV 

shows and movies in the late ’70s and ’80s. When 

Hollywood wanted to portray wealth and style for a 

character, this is the car that character would drive. 

Perhaps its most iconic role was as the preferred mode 

of transportation by the TV detective Magnum P.I.

Drawn by Leonardo Fioravanti (not the professional 

surfer), who was also responsible for the iconic Ferrari 

Daytona and the Boxer 365, this car first came out in 1977 as the targa-top 

version of the enclosed coupe that was released in 1975. 

The “308” in its name refers to the 3.0-liter V8 engine that sits in the 

middle of the car, mounted sideways. The open cockpit configuration 

afforded by the targa top gave it the nomenclature “Spyder” which is how 

Ferrari refers to their open cars. While the “GT” means grand touring. Its 

name literally means 3.0-liter, eight-cylinder, Grand Touring Spyder.

Unlike today’s supercars from Ferrari and its competitors, these early 

308s have no computers nor any kind of electronic aids like ABS, traction 

control, all-wheel drive, four-wheel steering, and power steering. No fuel 

injection or variable valve-timing either. Driving is very raw and direct. 

Prices have been appreciating with these late-’70s and early-’80s cars. 

But unlike earlier models that are now worth far more than some new 

Ferrari models, these early 308s are still some of the least costly ways to get 

into Ferrari ownership.

M A C H O  D E F I N E D
WORDS BY  JOEY BERNARDEZ/

 F E R R A R I  3 0 8  GT S

THE LEGENDS





merica’s love affair with the sports car began after World 

War II, when GI’s returning from Europe also brought 

home their lightweight roadsters. Thus began the British 

sports-car invasion of the US. GM design chief Harley 

Earl suggested to his higher-ups that they needed a 

sports car, too, so in 1953, after two years of concept-

ualization and development, the very first Chevrolet 

Corvette was born.

The fiberglass Corvette was initially available with 

just a 150hp 3.9-liter straight-six mill and a two-speed automatic 

transmission. It was hardly the performance car its sleek styling 

suggested—until Zora Arkus-Duntov got involved. The ‘Father of the 

Corvette’ pushed for the car to get a 195hp V8 motor and a manual-

transmission option, and he was only getting started.

Over the following years, the car’s performance and refinement 

continued to improve. By 1957, fuel-injection tech had made its way to 

the engine, bumping up its 4.6-liter V8’s output to 283hp, then to 290hp. 

In the model’s final year, an optional 5.4-liter V8 with 360hp was made 

available. Likewise boosting the Corvette’s image as a legitimate sports 

car was its presence in motorsports.

It may have had a bumpy start, but in its nine-year lifespan the 

Corvette C1 evolved from a tame roadster to a world-class ride. Costly 

European sports cars were no longer the only source of style and 

performance. The Corvette provided it at a fraction of the price.

WORDS BY  ANDREW GUERRERO

M A D E  I N  A M E R I C A 
C H E V R O L E T  C O R V E T T E  C 1

A
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T
he spirit of automobile reductionist thinking is perhaps

best exemplified in the Lotus Elan. Packing a 1.6-liter Lotus 

TwinCam in-line-four and weighing just over 680kg, it is 

diminutive and sufficiently powered, and offers excellent 

driving dynamics plus topnotch styling in a compact 

package. It defined the sports car formula.

The Elan is light on its feet and quick around curves—

when driven with a deft touch—due to its very supple 

suspension, which somehow beats physics and gives you a 

sense of zero weight transfer during cornering. Steering is light, precise 

and responsive, allowing you to keep the rear from whipping out when you 

get too giddy on the gas pedal. The seat is just mere inches off the ground, 

providing you a truly connected feeling to the road. And with the top 

down, your senses are engaged by everything Elan—the screech of rubber 

on a sweeping curve, the sight of the horizon looming ahead, and even the 

smell of exhaust to get your adrenaline pumping.

When it comes to dream machines, raw power is cool and all, but what 

is sometimes just as awesome is a car you can max out on a normal drive. 

While you won’t be going at crazy speeds in the Elan, the great thing is 

that you don’t have to just to get the sports-car treatment. In many ways, 

you’ll be closer to exhilaration driving it at the limit, seeing as its 

mechanical and engineering restrictions are, in fact, some of its greatest 

assets. Late-great Colin Chapman designed a winner.

And the pop-up headlights. Definitely gotta love the pop-up headlights.
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S I N N E R  O R  S A I N T ?
WORDS BY  GERARD JUDE CASTILLO
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M
any car enthusiasts lust after an automobile for 

various reasons. Some go for a particular model 

because of its engine and how it drives. Others are 

drawn to looks. And there are those folks who are 

attracted to a ride because it has a certain charm to 

it—the entire package, if you will.

It is perhaps the third reason that has made the 

Volvo P1800 a cult classic for over 50 years now. First 

developed in 1957, the sports car went into series 

production from 1961 to 1973. It was a move by the Swedish carmaker to 

fill the need for a sporty model, not to mention help draw even people to its 

stylish showrooms.

What was so special about it? While the P1800 didn’t exactly have the 

most powerful engine, its output—100hp from the 1.8-liter four-pot and 

120hp from the 2.0-liter straight four—was more than enough for its day. 

Through either a four-speed manual or three-speed automatic, drivers 

could extract the most out of the modest powerplants.

But this wasn’t entirely the essence of the car. It was more about how a 

true gentleman drives—smoothly yet confidently. Just like Roger Moore, 

who drove one during his time in the TV series The Saint. Since then, folks 

around the world have revered the P1800 as the Saint’s car. And that is its 

true appeal—a gentleman’s classic that could.
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T
he Mercedes-Benz W201 is a regal-looking car, with an air of 

purposeful mystery about it. Also known as the “Baby 

Benz,” it was the compact offering in the brand’s lineup of 

executive sedans. But in 190E 2.3-16 guise, it served a 

singular purpose: to win the World Rally Championship.

Unfortunately, it never got to achieve that goal because 

the Audi Quattro, with its turbocharged engine and 

all-wheel drive, changed the WRC forever. Instead, 

Mercedes decided to focus on DTM (Deutsche Tourenwagen 

Meisterschaf or the German Touring Car Championship). Homologation 

rules required a certain number of road cars to be built and sold, with 

engines detuned to a saner sub-200hp from the race spec of over 300hp. 

The final evolution of the normally aspirated 190E made 350hp in race 

trim. The street version produced just 195hp and 237Nm.

Not to be outdone, BMW created the first-ever M3. In Merc’s case, the 

problem with being the first to set the bar is that it gives others the time 

and purpose to raise the bar higher. But while the M3 came to beat the 

190E 2.3-16 in DTM, the latter still has a couple other things going for it. 

First, Ayrton Senna, then a newcomer in Formula 1, made his mark against 

other legends of the sport by beating them in a 190E 2.3-16 one-make race 

on the Nurburgring. We would kill to have complete coverage of that race. 

And second, this model eventually spawned a new breed of sports sedans. 

How can you beat that?

THE INSTIGATOR 
WORDS BY  FERMAN LAO 

THE LEGENDS
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riginally developed as a homologation special for 

Porsche’s racing program in the ’70s, the original 930 

Turbo utilized a low-compression 3.0-liter boxer-six with 

two-valve cylinder heads, fed 11.4psi of boost from a 

single KKK turbocharger. The result: 260hp, over 400Nm 

of torque, and performance to rival the mighty Lambor-

ghini Countach.

To cope with this extra power, the standard magnes-

ium five-speed gearbox was dropped in favor of a stronger 

four-speed unit. Extra-wide 215/60 R15 rear tires and special eight-inch-

wide Fuchs alloys required wider hips than the regular Carrera. Along with 

the now-famous ‘whale tail’ spoiler, which helped vent air into a gaggle of 

radiators and heat exchangers, this gave the 930 the iconic shape that put it 

on millions of bedroom-wall posters.

This car, more than any other, deserved the 911’s “widow-maker” 

moniker. Despite the wide rear tires, it was a handful, the boost kicking in 

abruptly at a stratospheric 4,000rpm, often in the middle of a tricky 

corner. Lifting off the gas in response, however slightly, would make that 

wide rear end—with the turbocharged engine mounted farther back than 

in the regular 911—snap around like a whip.

Later 930s, with even wider tires, less laggy 3.3-liter motors, and 

(belatedly) a five-speed gearbox, were better sorted, but still 

intoxicatingly fast and challenging to handle. This car demanded the 

utmost respect and concentration to drive hard.

WORDS BY  NIKY TAMAYO

T H E  W I D O W M A K E R 
P O R S C H E  9 1 1  T U R B O

O
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V
ery few cars are as identified with their places of 

origin in the same way the Classic Mini is as the 

United Kingdom’s defining vehicle. We do have Mr. 

Bean to thank in part for that, but this ride is so much 

more than a wheeled standard-bearer. It’s an icon, 

and should be treated as such.

The Classic Mini is a faithful companion, a friend 

to the world. It knows no race, age, gender or social 

class—put simply, everyone loves it. Granted, it was 

never the fastest or fanciest ride (nor was it meant to be), but you just 

cannot help appreciating it from top to bottom. Everything about it, 

from its novel size to its humble demeanor to its distinctive shape and 

look, is lovable. Plain and simple. Though outright power was nothing 

to brag about, this car was also a force to be reckoned with in many 

World Rally Championship stages.

These cars have come a long way from their relatively modest 

beginnings over a half-century ago, with more modern and 

performance-oriented models making their way into the Mini family. 

Still, the Classic is undoubtedly the people’s choice.

Modern Minis should take note: The Classic teaches a valuable 

lesson in basic functionality and practicality. It’s a humble car with a 

subtle loveliness that no amount of retro touches will ever be able to 

replicate. There’s an entirely different level of character and nostalgia 

associated with it that other iterations don’t seem to possess.

T H E  C L A S S I C  M I N I 
A  H U M B L E  F R I E N D  T O  T H E  W O R L D

WORDS BY  DREI LAUREL  PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOE WINDSOR-WILLIAMS
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A
s good a race car the SLS AMG GT3 was, it had one thing 

going against it: size. It was just too damn big for the track. 

So, while Mercedes-Benz has yet to decide if it will make a 

replacement for the supercar-turned-race-car, its 

high-performance arm has created a new track-going 

model with a more nimble package: the Mercedes-AMG 

GT3 that you see here.

This mean machine is based on the Mercedes-AMG GT 

road car and designed to comply with the FIA’s GT3 

regulations. But while the range-topping GT S uses a 4.0-liter twin-turbo 

V8 that produces 503hp and 650Nm, the GT3 is powered by an enhanced 

version of the naturally aspirated 6.2-liter V8 in the SLS AMG GT3, for 

peak output of over 600hp. Apparently, “user-friendly technology, 

excellent reliability, long maintenance intervals, and…low running costs 

made this the engine of choice for the new AMG customer sports model.”

Not only does the GT3 act like a proper race car that is based on a 

road-going model, it also looks the part thanks to a wide-body design, 

large air intakes, a sizable diffuser, and a huge rear wing. As with any 

track-oriented vehicle, weight—or the lack of it—is an important 

consideration here, so there’s an aluminum space frame to go with the 

carbon-fiber body panels. The corporate literature states that the 

modifications were done “for the purpose of maximizing power output 

and aerodynamic performance.” Serving as an enticing wrapper to this 

amazing package is the ‘Designo Selenite Grey Magno’ matte paint job.

The GT3 is being delivered to Mercedes-AMG’s customer teams right 

now—and we can only look at them in envy.

THE HAMMER IS DOWN
WORDS BY PATRICK EVERETT TADEO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  ANDREAS LINDLAHR



81RACE CAR DOMINATION



82 COOLEST CARS /  ROLL-OUT      WWW.TOPGEAR.COM.PH

H I L L- C L I M B  R O C K E T 
WORDS BY  ANDREW GUERRERO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  RICHARD PARDON
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W
hen Peugeot unveiled the 208 T16 Pikes Peak in 

2013, it was probably the most extreme-looking 

Peugeot the world had ever seen. We’ll skip 

comparisons with the road-going 208 GTI because 

it makes the already awesome 208 WRC rally car 

seem pedestrian.

From the outside, it may look like a rally car on 

steroids with its killer front splitter and huge 908 

LMP1 rear wing bolted on, but underneath the 

bespoke carbon-fiber skin, it’s a totally different machine. Sitting within 

the tubular steel space-frame chassis is a mid-mounted 3.2-liter twin-

turbo V6 that pumps out 875hp, giving this four-wheel-drive beast an 

incredible power-to-weight ratio of 1hp/kg. While top speed is only 

240kph, 0-100kph is a mere 1.8sec.

On June 30, 2013, Sebastien Loeb piloted the 208 T16 Pikes Peak in the 

annual hill-climb competition’s unlimited class. He obliterated Rhys 

Millen’s record by over a minute and a half with a time of 8min 13.878sec.

The 208 T16 Pikes Peak is a remarkable piece of machinery developed 

with a clear goal: to conquer Pikes Peak and look badass while at it. It 

combines the best attributes of Group B rally, Formula 1, and Le Mans race 

cars, and has definitely earned its place among other motorsport legends. 

Now that the legendary hill-climb venue is fully paved from the bottom to 

the top, when will we witness another car like the 208 T16 ripping it 

through an unpaved street course ever again?
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W

DESE RT                      
hen you think of Bowler Motorsport, you know it’s 

all about performance. When you think of the Land 

Rover Defender, you know it can beat more powerful 

SUVs out there in tackling the toughest terrains on 

this planet. Put them together and what do you get? 

Total madness!

Bowler Defenders have been tried and tested in 

the Dakar Rally. The desert can really put a vehicle 

through its paces. And if a vehicle does survive the 

challenge, you know it’s capable of going anywhere you want. Roads? 

Those are optional with this as your ride.

Outside, the Bowler Defender looks like any other Defender, save for all 

the decals. The changes may seem minute, but the goal here is to have a 

four-wheel-drive vehicle that can take some serious bashing. For that 

reason, there’s a racing harness and a roll cage in the cabin. As for the 

engine and the suspension, they have been tuned extensively to increase 

this SUV’s fun-meter rating. The 195hp and 450Nm are enough to send 

you flying over sand dunes and ahead of the rest of the pack.

If you want one of these babies, the standard practice is to take your 

Defender—whether it’s a 90 or a 110—to Bowler, then the folks there will 

spruce it up and send it off with a badge and a ginormous logo. That way, 

everyone will know it’s no ordinary Defender. But why go through all that 

when you can just order one already pimped up and ready to fulfill your 

extreme off-roading fantasies?
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WORDS BY  CUTHBERT GO 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  ROWAN HORNCASTLE
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Many fine automobiles have appeared alongside the 
world’s favorite British secret agent—James Bond. The 

bespoke DB10 was built by Aston Martin specifically 
for the latest Bond movie. It’s a real car, folks 

WORDS BY  GERARD JUDE CASTILLO / PHOTOGRAPHY BY  NEALE HAYES

89HOLLYWOOD
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n continuation of their long-standing partnership, Aston Martin 

and 007 join forces again in the latest film of the James Bond 

franchise, Spectre. It was in 1964 when the British Secret Service 

agent took delivery of his very first Aston Martin, a DB5, in the 

Sean Connery starrer Goldfinger. Bond’s latest car, the DB10, 

takes after its predecessor with its simple yet stylish lines.

Compared with past Bond cars, however, the DB10 is a 

different breed altogether. While Bond’s previous rides were 

production models modified with all sorts of gizmos and tech 

wizardry to make them worthy of Hollywood fame, the DB10 was built by 

Aston Martin specifically for the film. In fact, only 10 copies were made—

eight for the film and two for the car-show circuit.

Under the hood is a 4.7-liter V8 from the V8 Vantage S, mated to a 

six-speed manual gearbox. The exterior boasts a shark-like grille, a 

clamshell hood, and really cool but straightforward details. Inside, there is 

even a detachable attaché-case-like glovebox and, of course, buttons for 

deploying various weapons.

This car will only be for the movie, unfortunately, but its clean, suave 

design gives a peek into the future models of the British car company. And 

the look is pure James Bond—sleek, sophisticated, and shaken, not stirred.

HOLLYWOOD
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H O W  T H E  Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T  W O R K S
DO-WE-WANT-IT METER

This gauge reads from ‘Cool’ to ‘Hot’. Let’s you know 

if the car gets our motors running or not.

PROBABILITY METER

Will the said model be oicially available in the 

Philippines? This is our best prediction. 

ESTIMATED DATE AVAILABLE

We are taking bets amongst ourselves to see how 

close we are to hitting the marks.

ESTIMATED PRICE 

Again, nothing is final unless oicially stated. 

SELLING POINT

What makes the model special, or not.

THE CARS TO WAIT FOR

R O L L- O U T  2 0 1 6 : 
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ROLL-OUT 2016
AUDI AND CHEVROLET

WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO

AUDI TT

WHEN THE AUDI TT FIRST SAW  the light of day, many thought it was a 

concept car. True enough, it did start life out as a show car in 1995. It hit 

the road three years later, and since then, the world has been smitten.

After more than 17 years and three generations, the TT is sportier and 

more cutting-edge than ever. The latest model boasts a more modern 

interpretation of the original design, with its semicircular roofline atop a 

sleek body. The front end, meanwhile, features sharp-looking headlights 

that let the world know you mean business. The back end retains the 

signature retractable spoiler for a hint of sportiness.

And with that lump under the hood, you can show others on the road 

who’s in charge. This small coupe packs a 2.0-liter four-cylinder 

turbocharged motor that makes 227hp at 4,500-6,200rpm and an even 

more impressive 370Nm at 1,600-4,300rpm. All this goodness is 

transferred to either the front rollers or to all four corners (via Quattro 

all-wheel drive) by a six-speed S tronic dual-clutch gearbox.

While it’s a sporty two-door, the TT still possesses the ‘geeky’ side that 

has made the brand a household name in this regard. The 12.3in Virtual 

Cockpit is an excellent example of this. It gives the car a more space-age 

feel driving. Of course, all the manner of safety and luxury are included.

Estimated Date Available:

On sale

Estimated Price:

Starts at P4,480,000

Selling Point:

A sporty two-door packed with 

Audi technology

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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WORDS BY CUTHBERT GO

CHEVROLET CAMARO
WHAT MAKES THE LATEST CAMARO absolutely drool-worthy? The 

first and most obvious answer—the only things carried over from the last 

model are the bowtie on the deck lid and the SS badge. The basic shape still 

resembles Bumblebee, but it’s now more mature. Lighting clusters show 

added panache while retaining the perfect balance between modern and 

retro. Overall, the Chevy looks ready to gobble up prancing horses for 

breakfast.

Apart from the staple V6 and V8 powerplants, a 2.0-liter turbocharged 

four-cylinder engine is also introduced for this new iteration. The 

entry-level motor produces 275hp and 400Nm torque. A six-speed manual 

option is available, but because traffic is so terrible these days, just opt for 

the eight-speed automatic instead, no matter what the purists say. The new 

powertrain is better for the daily grind and for the environment, too.

Besides, 0-100kph can still be reached in less than 6sec even when fuel 

consumption is rated at 12km/L for the combined cycle. The weight 

reduction of about 60kg—achieved by using aluminum in areas where it 

counts—helps a lot in this regard, and also improves handling.

Times have really changed. Muscle cars used to be gas-guzzlers that are 

only good for running on a straight line. The modern versions of these 

vehicles, however, can go head to head with the best of Japanese and 

European supercars.

Estimated Date Available:

First quarter, 2016

Estimated Price:

P3,000,000

Selling Point:

Bumblebee…Enough said

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

CHEVROLET MALIBU 
ONCE UPON A TIME, CHEVY was the car for the everyman. Parking 

lots across America were filled with them, until the fuel crisis hit in 

the ’70s and opened the doors for smaller imported cars with better 

fuel efficiency.

That said, the bowtie brand is aiming to be a top-of-mind choice 

again with the 2016 Malibu. Under the hood, a 1.5-liter turbocharged 

four-pot with 160hp is the standard motor, with the 250hp 2.0-liter 

turbo available on higher-spec variants. The all-important EPA 

fuel-economy figures for the smaller mill are 11.5km/L for city 

driving and 15.7km/L for highway cruising.

This becomes more impressive when you consider that with a 

roughly 283cm wheelbase, the Malibu has more space than a Camry 

or an Accord (tied at 277.6cm) does. The curb weight of almost 

1,500kg isn’t too bad given that this is one of the biggest contenders 

in the midsize-sedan class.

While space and fuel economy are important on any car buyer’s 

list, no one wants to drive around in an ugly ride, either. In this 

aspect, the Chevy also delivers. The profile is sleek and reminiscent 

of the Tesla Model S, and the front end bears some of the Camaro’s 

good looks. The rear end looks very modern, and quite similar to that 

of the Mazda 6.

The good news continues inside, where there’s a modern-looking 

dashboard and a multimedia system designed to integrate with 

personal mobile gadgets. Safety is also topnotch, with 10 airbags on 

the ready to protect passengers in the event of a mishap. Does it 

sound like Chevy is out to regain its former supremacy? It does.

WORDS BY FERMAN LAO

Estimated Date Available:

2016

Estimated Price:

P1,680,000

Selling Point:

Powerful 2.0-liter turbopetrol 

option, class-leading space, 

and rugged good looks

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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WORDS BY NIKY TAMAYO

DATSUN GO
IN 1986, NISSAN MOTORS KILLED OFF the Datsun nameplate despite the 

latter’s fun and affordable reputation and a brand equity rivaled only by 

Toyota. The move, whether a calculated unification strategy or an 

ego-driven power trip, proved disastrous, costing hundreds of millions      

of dollars in marketing expenses and lost sales. Thankfully, Nissan is 

Estimated Date Available:

N/A
Estimated Price:

P450,000 (base variant)
Selling point:

Ultra-low price, big interior, torquey 
three-cylinder engine, good economy

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

finally capitalizing on Datsun’s powerful brand cachet, relaunching it with 

the Go.

Built on the same Nissan V platform as the Micra, the Go slots into the 

maxi-mini class pioneered by the Mitsubishi Mirage. A 67hp 1.2-liter 

three-cylinder engine mated to a five-speed transmission promises 

around 20km/L in mixed driving. Lighter gauge steel, smaller windows, 

thinner seats, and unlidded glovebox and cargo compartments help keep 

curb weight down to an astonishing 769kg—over 150kg less than the 

Micra.

With a front bench seat and a dash-mounted shifter, the Go is 

technically a six-seater, but those six passengers would have to be 

supermodel-thin. Hardware consists of familiar Nissan switchgear mixed 

with such oddities as a twist-and-pull handbrake knob, a single double-

arm windshield wiper, and a multimedia head unit boasting little more 

than a smartphone dock and a volume knob. Given our addiction to Waze 

and Spotify, that’s not necessarily a bad thing.

While it may never achieve the iconic status of past Datsuns like the 

Bluebird and the Fairlady, the funky Go certainly reboots the brand on the 

right foot. Here’s hoping the upcoming left-hand-drive version makes it 

here, whatever badge it wears on the boot lid.
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WORDS BY ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO

FORD FOCUS RS
THIS IS THE VERSION OF THE  Focus that we want. Nothing against the 

current local spec Focus (or the ST, for that matter) but the RS is basically 

what a Focus should be. Packing a 2.3-liter EcoBoost engine underneath 

the hood (the same one, mind you, that’s found under the EcoBoost 

Mustang’s hood), it’s able to pump out a whopping 320 horsepower—

that’s 140 ponies more than what the currently available Focus has. God, 

that’s a lot of power.

But to keep the broncos behaved, the RS also has a sophisticated 

all-wheel-drive system with dynamic torque vectoring, meaning power in 

the wheels can be managed from front to back, and side to side. You’ll be 

able to maximize all that power even when gunning through the twisties. 

Then there’s the exterior styling: it looks really good, with aggressive 

bodylines, functional ducts and vents, and awesome looking alloys. Inside, 

the three-spoke tiller and Recaro seats are a nod to the car’s performance 

DNA—but it still packs Ford SYNC for all you technologically inclined 

drivers. The fact that the RS is part of Ford’s global platform makes us 

wishful for its arrival on our shores.

 It’s gonna be expensive. But think about it: you get Mustang power in a 

very accessible package, and you aren’t rolling in what is a potential target 

for carnappers. Yeah, it’s not a flashy roadster or anything. But that “RS” 

badge actually, in our opinion, also stands for “really sublime.”

Estimated Date Available:

Not anytime soon, buddy 
Estimated Price:

P1,800,000
Selling Point:

It has the same engine as the 
Mustang EcoBoost

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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WORDS BY ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DINZO TABAMO

HONDA BR-V
WE STRONGLY BELIEVE IN DIVERSIFYING products—it’s the way to go 

when you want to expand your market and gain a stronger following. That 

said, the BR-V (short for ‘Bold Runabout Vehicle’) looks like it isn’t gonna 

get much love from Filipino consumers.

Honda’s SUV lineup in the Philippines is already pretty stacked with the 

Pilot, the CR-V and the HR-V (and you can count in the Mobilio, too), so the 

introduction of a ‘budget’ three-row crossover seems somewhat prob-

lematic as far as consumer strategy is concerned. The BR-V addresses the 

need for a cheaper large Honda SUV. Inside, it’s pretty impressive with 

high-grade plastics, a multifunction touchscreen, and handy steering-

wheel controls.

Under the hood, though, a 1.5-liter i-VTEC mill mated to either a 

six-speed manual or automatic transmission is tasked to provide power. 

The BR-V supposedly has similar dimensions to the CR-V and weighs about 

the same, too. We’ll let you do the math on how much grunt you can 

actually get out of it, especially with such a compact engine carrying a 

Estimated Date Available:

Mid-2017

Estimated Price:

P1,400,000

Selling Point:

Undecided between the CR-V or 

HR-V? Then it’s the BR-V for you, sir

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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relatively heavy load. It’s surely gonna get the nod when it comes to space 

and people-carrying capability; the third row, judging from photos, 

doesn’t look too cramped. The exterior doesn’t look half bad, either, with 

stylish alloys and functional roof rails. But the BR-V, aside from having a 

corny full name, might find itself unsalable in a sea of better SUVs—many 

of which come from the same stable.

ROLL-OUT 2016
DATSUN, FORD, AND HONDA 97
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ROLL-OUT 2016
HONDA

WORDS BY CUTHBERT GO

HONDA RIDGELINE
HONDA’S RIDGELINE PICKUP HAS NEVER gained much popularity, 

but it still has some fans. In fact, quirks like the two-way tailgate and the 

lockable ‘beer’ cooler on the truck bed are some of the best things about 

the original model, whose initial sales were actually good until everyone 

sort of forgot about it. Honda itself lost interest as well.

For 2016, however, the Japanese carmaker is taking another crack at the 

pickup segment with a new Ridgeline that promises better space, comfort 

and utility. Power comes from the tried-and-tested 3.5-liter mill mated to 

the six-speed transmission from the Pilot. There’s also talk of a nine-speed 

automatic gearbox for higher variants. A diesel option is out of the 

question due to strict emissions rules in the US, but the petrol engine’s 

cylinder deactivation feature should contribute to improved fuel economy.

This being a Honda, expect a flexible cabin space with everything laid 

out for ease of use. All the newest electronic gizmos will likewise make this 

hulk of a truck easier to drive around town. That said, the Ridgeline is still 

best suited for the US market. Against other more fuel- and space-efficient 

offerings in the Philippines, it doesn’t really have that much of a chance. 

For it to work here, Honda will have to reconsider a diesel option.

Estimated Date Available:

Like never

Estimated Price:

P1,700,000

Selling Point:

It’s a di�erent kind of pickup

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

HONDA S660

THE HONDA S660 IS A TINY, lightweight, rear-wheel-drive, mid-

engine, targa-top, sports-car. It was designed along the lines of the 

Honda Beat from the early ’90s. This tiny sports car weighs in at 

1,830lb and is motivated by a turbocharged three-cylinder 660cc 

engine putting out 63hp. Although that may not seem like much, 

rumor has it that a 1.0-liter, 125hp version will be available for the 

export market. We wish this car will be sold here. But we doubt it.

Available transmissions are either a six-speed manual or a 

seven-speed paddle-shift CVT. With its mid-ship mounted engine 

giving it a 45:55 front/rear weight distribution, handling is bound to 

be stellar. Still, Honda chose to equip this car with its Agile Handling 

Assist which brakes an inside front wheel to provide stability in 

cornering. Small as it is, comparisons with a go-kart are inevitable 

and Honda purposely designed its driving position to be similar to 

that of a go-kart for a “sense of unity” between the car and its driver. 

As a targa-top, only the roof over the heads of the occupants can 

be removed. To open the car up for some wind-in-the-face motoring, 

its fabric top is rolled up from one side to the other, picked up, and 

stowed away under the boot up front. Considering the brisk sales 

that the Mazda MX-5 has been enjoying in the Philippine market, it 

might do Honda well to give Mazda some competition. 

WORDS BY JOEY BERNARDEZ

Estimated Date Available:

We really wish...

Estimated Price:

P1,300,000

Selling Point:

An entry-level open-top 

sports car. So sweet!

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T



THE ’90S WAS THE DECADE OF GRUNGE music, Dr. Martens boots and, 

of course, the Honda Civic. The Civic was the top choice of boy racers, the 

dream ride of every high school and college student. Sadly, things would 

change in the 2000s as Honda’s focus shifted away from sporty machines.

But now, the Japanese carmaker finally wants to bring the model back 

to its roots. The current Civic is often criticized for looking bland; to fix 

this, Honda has given its successor more expressive lines and prominent 

curves, particularly on the front fenders and the hips. Another thing you 

will notice about the new car is its sleek, sporty profile. The body is 

noticeably longer, lower and wider, and for a more traditional look, the 

cabin has been pushed back, resulting in a longer and more defined hood.

Inside, the previous sci-fi dashboard with a two-tier instrument cluster 

has been replaced with a more typical driver-centric cockpit. Interior 

space is bigger thanks to the longer cabin and lower seats.

To spice things up, Honda has added a 174hp 1.5-liter turbo mill to the 

engine lineup. Lesser variants get a naturally-aspirated VTEC engine, 

which, in the case of the recently unveiled US model, is a 158hp 2.0-liter 

motor. We’ll have to wait for more details on the local model’s specs, but 

what we know is that for you Honda fans who’ve been waiting over a 

decade for a worthy replacement of your old Civics, this could finally be the 

answer to your prayers.

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
Estimated Date Available:

Third quarter, 2016

Estimated Price:

P950,000 to P1,300,000

Selling Point:

It’s the Civic’s return to being 

the a�ordable but race-worthy 

sports sedan
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WORDS BY ANDREW GUERREO

HYUNDAI CRETA IX25
HYUNDAI HAS BEEN MISSING OUT on the hot subcompact-crossover 

class made popular by the Ford EcoSport. Last year, it brought in the little 

i20 Cross Sport, which was really a B-segment hatchback in SUV garb. Its 

main weapon for this segment is actually the new Creta, also known in 

other markets as the ix25.

Sitting taller and more upright, the Creta provides things that most 

crossover buyers want—a commanding view and a little extra ground 

clearance for ill-designed speed bumps and occasional minor floods. 

Although the car bears familiar Hyundai styling cues particularly on the 

front and rear, it is noticeably boxier than its larger sport-ute siblings, and 

is sort of a fusion between a Tucson and a Kia Soul. The cabin gets 

standard Hyundai fare like the multimedia system.

In India, the Creta is available with a variety of powerplants. Diesel 

choices are a 1.4-liter CRDi unit producing 89hp, and a 1.6-liter VGT motor 

netting 126hp. The lone gasoline offering is a 1.6-liter mill good for 121hp. 

All engines are mated to a six-speed manual transmission as standard, 

with the top diesel variant coming with a six-speed automatic option.

Local units will most likely be powered by a pair of 1.6-liter engines.     

The question is, can the Creta go against the early starters in its segment 

here? Better late than never—Hyundai might just have a potential hit in its 

hands. Let’s see what happens.

Estimated Date Available:

Second quarter, 2016 
Estimated Price:

P970,000 to P1,100,000
Selling Point:

A proper Hyundai crossover 
that’s sized just right for our 
congested streets

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

 1
0

%
   

  2
0

%
  
  
  
   

3
0

%
   

   
  4

0
%

   
    

    
50%        

                       60%           70
%

        8
0

%
        9

 0
%

      10
0

%

H

C

PROBABILITY METER           
      

    
    

  D
O

-W
E

-W
A

N
T

-I
T

 M
E

T
E

R



 1
0

%
   

   
2

0
%

  
  
  
  3

0
%

   
   

  4
0

%
   

    
    

50%        
                       60%           70

%
         8

0
%

       9
 0

%
      10

0
%

H

C

PROBABILITY METER           
      

    
    

  D
O

-W
E

-W
A

N
T

-I
T

 M
E

T
E

R

ROLL-OUT 2016
HYUNDAI AND MAZDA

WORDS BY CUTHBERT GO

MAZDA CX-3
AMID THE SUCCESS OF ITS SKYACTIV technology and the growing 

popularity of small SUVs, Mazda has recently unveiled the CX-3 as its 

entry to the subcompact-crossover segment. The car, developed for city 

use, is based on the Mazda 2. In the metal, it’s like a CX-5 that has shrunk 

in the drier, but it’s still one heck of a looker with those clean lines 

swooping toward the hot-hatch rear end.

The US-market version is powered by the 2.0-liter Skyactiv-G engine 

with 146hp, and we will most probably get the same mill. Meanwhile, other 

countries will have the option of a Skyactiv-D motor, which is reported to 

have great fuel economy. At least we can look forward to getting the latest 

Mazda tech in the form of the i-Activsense road-safety features.

Apart from the looks and the tech, another highlight of the CX-3 is its 

interior. The cabin materials are pretty upscale, and despite the car’s small 

footprint, interior space is expansive enough to fit four adults comfortably. 

Everything in the cockpit is easy to reach and use. Lending a sporty feel is 

the tach situated right smack in the middle of the instrument cluster.

We’d really like to see the diesel option here, but considering the quality 

of our fuels, we don’t want to get our hopes up. Still, this is a great car to zip 

around town in, whatever engine it has under the hood. We don’t know 

exactly when it will be launched, but it will be sometime this 2016, so keep 

your fingers crossed that it will be in the early part of the year.

Estimated Date Available:

First quarter, 2016 

Estimated Price:

P1,300,000

Selling Point:

Great for our urban 

environment

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

10 1

WORDS BY ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO

MAZDA CX-9
THIS IS NOT THE CX-9 WE HAVE all grown to know and love. Yeah, it’s 

still basically an AUV made for hauling rowdy young schoolgirls from 

football practice; its stereo will still most likely play tunes by Justin Beaver 

and Some Direction; and it’ll be piloted by a lady who lunches.

But you, Mr. Man, will definitely not mind being seen behind the wheel of 

this thing. It’s sporty as hell, both the interior and the exterior having been 

given the athletic-yet-stylish treatment in line with Mazda’s kodo design 

language. And when you step on the gas, you’ll get 250 horses delivered to 

the wheels from the updated Skyactiv mill.

If you’re familiar with Skyactiv, you’ll know that its great mix of high 

compression and lightweight parts result in efficient engine movements   

to deliver maximum grunt at minimum effort. What this means is the 

CX-9 is gonna give you enough beefy power without burning a hole in your 

wallet with fuel costs. An updated six-speed transmission provides you a 

Estimated Date Available:

Early 2017

Estimated Price:

P2,400,000

Selling Point:

It’s the sportier younger sibling 

of the current CX-9

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

choice between brute acceleration and smooth cruising. Mazda’s i-Activ 

predictive all-wheel drive system also delivers power to the wheels as it 

sees fit, depending on driving conditions.

We already like the CX-9, so there’s a very big chance we’ll get to enjoy 

this one, too. It’s gonna cater to a particularly niche market, but that’s 

okay—niche markets have proven to be quite loyal in our local car culture. 

And when it comes to bringing a particular model to our islands, this is the 

kind of loyalty that pretty much ensures it.
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WORDS BY ENRICO MIGUEL SUBIDO

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
A NEW NOSE AND ENTERTAINMENT system—those are basically the 

only updates that Mitsubishi has given the new Outlander. Okay, so the 

6.1-inch central screen is a definite upgrade from the head unit of yore, and 

it probably controls lots of things really well. Let’s give a big hand to 

Mitsubishi for that.

The front fascia? There’s still an ongoing debate as to whether it looks 

good or not. For some, it reflects the sportiness of the model, and is a 

tribute to the glorious racing days of Mitsubishi. Others, on the other 

hand, might call it wide-mouthed and buck-toothed.

While the Outlander gets the nod for the updated interior tech, and 

while it will garner more contemplations on the look of its face, sadly, it’s 

on these two fronts that the discussion about its supposed newness ends. 

Under the hood, the same engine options as the last model are offered—

that is, either a 2.0-liter or a 2.4-liter mill, with power ratings of 148hp and 

168hp, respectively. For each engine, front- and rear-wheel-drive variants 

will be available, so at least there are choices for that. Oh, and the wheels 

are different, too. If you like two-tone rims, that’s a plus.

Why Mitsubishi didn’t go all-out with the redesign remains a mystery, 

especially given the Outlander is a really cool model. Perhaps it has 

something in store for the 2017-2018 model? 

Estimated Date Available:

Mid-2016

Estimated Price:

P1,900,000

Selling Point:

The “dynamic shield” front 

fascia

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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PORSCHE BOXSTER SPYDER
THE ORIGINAL PORSCHE 550 SPYDER weighed 590kg, made 108hp, 

and outpaced many more powerful cars on the racetrack. It was also one of 

the few cars that you could drive to the circuit, race and win with, then 

drive home with batting an eyelash.

Today, the Boxster Spyder is the lightest Porsche on offer. It has gained 

weight and now tips the scales at over 1,300kg, but it also has a lot more 

grunt—370hp and 420Nm of torque, to be exact. This gives the modern 

version a significant advantage in terms of power-to-weight ratio—a 

higher one compared with any mainstream turbo AWD replica currently 

being produced. And it does so without turbos.

Producing such power is no easy feat with a normally aspirated 3.8-liter 

flat-six. The 12.5:1 compression ratio helps, as do direct fuel-injection and 

Porsche’s VarioCam variable valve-timing system. The engine has been 

lifted from the 911 Carrera S, and repurposed for and mounted midship in 

WORDS BY FERMAN LAO

Estimated Date Available:

Unlikely 

Estimated Price:

P9,000,000

Selling Point:

It’s the modern lightweight 

successor to the legendary 

550 Spyder

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

PORSCHE CAYMAN GT4
WORDS BY DREI LAUREL

THE PORSCHE CAYMAN, IN ITSELF, is a head-turning ride. It’s beautiful, 

it’s fun, and it has a lasting appeal that can lure in practically anybody. It’s a 

good car and people love it, rightfully so. But while Porsche could have 

been content with the nameplate’s popularity (and especially with the 

warm reception to the GTS), it went ahead and took things even further 

with the GT4.

In the right hands, the Cayman GT4 is an absolutely staggering track 

machine. More power (a total of 385hp to be exact), more downforce and 

more traction endow this variant with unprecedented levels of 

performance never before seen in a Cayman. On the Nurburgring 

Nordschleife, it clocked in an impressive 7min 42sec lap time. This is 

without a doubt one of the most talented vehicles to roll out of Porsche’s 

production line.

Even for purists, it’s nearly impossible to find anything to complain 

about the GT4. It can proudly hold its head up high on track as a perfect 

combination of style, substance and performance. And given the chance, 

we have it in mind to go very damn fast in this car and look very damn good 

doing it.
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Estimated Date Available:

Unlikely

Estimated Price:

P10,000,000

Selling Point:

Performance comes very close 

to the sacred 911’s territory

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

the Spyder. To tame all the firepower from the powerplant, massive vented 

disc brakes (340mm front, 330mm rear) take care of stopping duties, 

especially if you’re slowing down from the terminal speed of 290kph.

A bit of trivia: The Boxster name is derived from “boxer engine” and 

“roadster.” The latter, of course, is an open-top two-seater. A “spyder” is 

basically the same thing. Does that mean the Porsche Boxster Spyder is 

twice as fun to drive as the original 550 Spyder? We certainly hope so.
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WORDS BY PATRICK EVERETT TADEO

PORSCHE MACAN GTS
PORSCHE ISN’T TAKING ITS SWEET TIME WITH the Macan, its 

newest nameplate that went on sale globally in 2014. We say this because 

just over a year later, at the recently concluded 2015 Tokyo Motor Show, 

the German carmaker launched the Macan GTS, the fifth variant in the 

model’s short history and the 10th Porsche to carry the GTS badge.

Designed to sit between the sporty Macan S and the hardcore (for a 

compact luxury crossover) Macan Turbo, it utilizes the former’s 3.0-liter 

bi-turbo V6 mill. The engine has been fitted with a more effective 

air-induction system to produce an additional 20hp (for a total of 360hp), 

but it’s still 40hp down on the larger 3.6-liter motor of the Turbo. Torque 

has also been increased from 460Nm to 500Nm. Power is transmitted to 

all four wheels via the seven-speed PDK.

As is typical of GTS variants, this Macan wears some distinguishing 

design cues, particularly the black highlights found throughout the 

exterior. These black bits are high-gloss above the beltline (roof spoiler), 

and matte in lower body sections like the front and rear aprons, the 

20-inch wheels, the headlamp inserts, the smoked rear lights, the side 

blades on the doors, and the twin tailpipes.

What’s more, both the driver and the front passenger get eight-way, 

power-adjustable, alcantara-clad sports seats with GTS logos on the 

headrests. You know, so they don’t forget it’s not just the plain, entry-level 

Macan they’re in.

Estimated Date Available:

March 2016
Estimated Price:

Upwards of P8,000,000
Selling Point:

It’s smaller and more 
a�ordable than the Cayenne

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO

SUBARU LEVORG

ARE YOU LUSTING AFTER AN IMPREZA WRX, but you find it to be a bit 

too boy-racer-ish? Or perhaps you want a Legacy Wagon, but you feel it’s a 

tad too grown up for your taste? Well, Subaru may just have the perfect 

middle ground with its latest offering.

First unveiled at the 2013 Tokyo Motor Show, the Levorg looks like a 

cross between the two aforementioned Subaru models—the former with 

the front end, and the latter with the rear. Even the name is a mix of the 

words ‘LEgacy,’ ‘reVOlution,’ and ‘touRinG.’ The new car, however, has its 

own identity.

Power is provided by a 1.6-liter turbocharged boxer-four that puts out 

168hp at 4,800-5,600rpm and 250Nm at 1,800-4,800rpm. The potent little 

motor is mated to a Lineartronic CVT, with paddle shifters available for 

even better control. Of course, Symmetrical AWD is part of the package.

If you know your Subarus, then you’re aware the carmaker has done this 

before with the likes of the Outback and the Legacy Wagon. But this 

all-wheel-drive wagon now gets a turbo and a ton of goodies to boot. Sure, 

Estimated Date Available:

Available now
Estimated Price:

P1,718,000
Selling Point:

A sporty yet practical wagon 
for the family and for play

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

it’s not as large as the Outback, but it still seats five comfortably and can 

pack a lot of cargo. Also thrown in are tech goodies like one-touch turn 

signals, an electronic parking brake, and a touchscreen multi-info display, 

among others. All these make the new Levorg a car that’s just right.
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WORDS BY FERMAN LAO

SUBARU WRX STI S207
LIMITED TO 400 UNITS, THE WRX STI S207 is a JDM-only special 

edition of the Subaru STI. It improves upon the regular STI in ways both 

subtle and not so.

For starters, output is up by several notches to 324hp and 431Nm, 

thanks to the massaged engine with S207-specific parts—ECU, twin-

scroll turbocharger, free-flow filter and exhaust system, and STI silicon 

intake duct. To rein in all that power, Brembo monoblock calipers—six-

pots on two-piece rotors up front, and four-pistons on single-piece rotors 

at the back—take care of stopping duties.

Under the car, handling improvements abound. The Bilstein-tuned rear 

end with DampMatic II shocks enhance the already outstanding torque-

vectoring system. Strut bars, under-braces, and pillow ball mounts on 

some suspension links also join the party.

And to complete the package, there’s a lengthy list of special interior 

and exterior pieces that set the S207 apart from the standard car. The list is 

car-show-worthy. Our pick of the lot? The NBR Challenge Package Yellow 

Edition that comes with a dry carbon rear wing, 19-inch forged BBS 

wheels, and a badge that pays tribute to Subaru’s victory in the 

Nurburgring 24 Hours SP3T Class. The S207 really is what an STI would 

look like if Subaru were to join an aftermarket car show, but far less ricey.

Estimated Date Available:

We can only dream...

Estimated Price:

P3,000,000

Selling Point:

It’s practically a Subaru stock 

import car

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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ROLL-OUT 2016
TOYOTA

WORDS BY CARLO CHUNGUNCO

TOYOTA FORTUNER
WE AT TOP GEAR CAN STILL REMEMBER THE first time we encount-

ered the Fortuner when it came out early last decade. Like almost everyone 

at the time, our preconception that an SUV has to be expensive was 

completely shattered by it.

Estimated Date Available:

March 2016

Estimated Price:

P1,300,000 to 

P1,600,000M 

Selling Point:

The first full-model change of 

the most successful a�ordable 

SUV on the market

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

Here was a sport-ute that was within reach of most middle-class 

Filipinos and democratized our idea of this class of vehicle. Other 

carmakers rushed to come up with a viable competitor, but by the time the 

likes of the Mitsubishi Montero Sport arrived, the Fortuner had become so 

ubiquitous on our roads that you were sure to see one in your rearview 

mirror every minute.

This year, Toyota is launching the all-new Fortuner—the first time the 

nameplate undergoes a full model change. It looks sleeker, sexier, more 

modern. The latest Montero Sport and Ford Everest may have been 

launched last year, but the war isn’t over until the smoke clears and we get 

an idea of how successful the new Fortuner will be. Whether this is a case 

of saving the best for last remains to be seen. Whatever happens, the next 

battle in this war has just begun.
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Estimated Date Available:

Still Unclear

Estimated Price:

P5,500,000

Selling Point:

It’s greener than the Prius, the 

current poster child for green 

motoring. And it emits water

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S TTOYOTA MIRAI
WE’VE REACHED THAT POINT WHERE HYBRIDS and EVs are so 

yesterday’s news. Toyota wants to give the world a taste of the future, and 

there’s no better way to do that than with the Mirai hydrogen fuel cell 

vehicle. Its name, translated from Japanese, literally means ‘future,’ and 

that message is clearly written all over the car.

Taking center stage is the energy-efficient, zero-emissions hydrogen 

fuel cell powertrain. Hydrogen and oxygen are combined in the fuel-cell 

stack, which, in turn produces the electricity that powers the motor. Peak 

output of 152hp and 335Nm is enough to propel the Mirai to a top speed of 

178kph. The only byproduct is water, which can be expelled by pressing a 

button on the dashboard.

To match its powertrain, the Mirai has an equally futuristic body. At first 

glance, it looks like the Prius’s bigger and more aggressive sibling, thanks to 

those slim headlights and the huge angular intakes on the front grille. The 

aerodynamic semi-fastback profile hides the car’s size; it’s actually taller 

and longer than the Camry midsize sedan. The interior is just as futuristic; 

if it weren’t for the steering wheel, you might mistake the LCD-packed 

interior for a space shuttle’s cockpit.

The Mirai is already on sale in Japan, the USA, and select European 

markets. Its availability in the Philippines depends on the local 

infrastructure for hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

WORDS BY ANDREW GUERRERO
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WORDS BY GERARD JUDE CASTILLO

TOYOTA PRIUS
THE MERE MENTION OF THE WORD ‘HYBRID’ evokes images of a 

geeky science lab on wheels. Toyota, however, seems bent on changing this 

perception with its latest Prius.

A quick glance at the fourth-generation model shows a sportier 

demeanor. The roofline is swooping, the profile is sleek, and the front end 

wouldn’t look out of place on an 86. Beyond the looks, the car features new 

technologies that help it accelerate, brake and handle better. Sure, it’s still 

no Supra, but Toyota promises fun behind the wheel—something it has 

never said about the first three iterations.

Apart from the fun side, the Prius hasn’t forgotten its reason for being. 

The 1.8-liter gasoline engine boasts improved thermal efficiency, while the 

electric motor is now powered by either a lithium-ion or nickel metal 

hydride battery. Either one offers more power, longer range, and a smaller 

weight penalty. What all this means is an improvement in fuel efficiency 

over its already frugal predecessors.

The new Prius hasn’t ditched its nerdy side, mind you. It’s still filled 

with all sorts of cool high-tech features. The driver gets a new color 

head-up display, and the air-conditioner benefits from ‘Smart Flow’ 

technology. There is even an available Toyota Safety Sense system that 

includes pre-collision warning with pedestrian detection. This means 

truly safe and green motoring.

And that’s what the Prius has always been about—except now, a dose of 

fun is thrown into the mix.

Estimated Date Available:

First quarter 2016
Estimated Price:

P2,300,000
Selling Point:

It’s even more eicient than 
the last iteration and looks 
better, too

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T
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WORDS BY CUTHBERT GO

TOYOTA INNOVA
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Estimated Date Available:

Early to mid-2016
Estimated Price:

P800,000 to P1,300,000
Selling Point:

It’s the king of MPVs

Q U I C K  F O R E C A S T

MPVS ARE AMONG THE FAVORITE VEHICLES of Filipino motorists. Why? 

They have all the space you need, and their ride is not as harsh as that of 

SUVs. This is particularly true of the Toyota Innova. It gives you flexible 

passenger and cargo room, the ride is almost as good as a sedan’s, and you 

get the added benefit of having a commanding view of the road ahead.

For the nameplate’s most awaited successor, the silhouette is still 

familiar, but the exterior is much bigger and bolder than the old one. Body 

lines are more dynamic and highlighted by that aggressively large front 

grille. Taillights are thinly sculpted, with a vertical design that tapers out 

before the rear bumper. The interior has been redone and looks futuristic. 

Added bonus? It now comes in black (thank God). And for parents, it would 

be comforting to know that Isofix anchors have been made standard.

Propulsion duty is covered by the new 2.4-liter GD turbodiesel engine 

mated to a six-speed automatic transmission. A manual option is also 

available. For those who prefer gasoline power, the 2.0-liter mill of old 

remains in the lineup, and now comes with a Dual VVT-i system.

There’s no doubt the Innova is loved by many people. In its latest guise, 

it’s safe to say it will continue to outsell the competition not only because 

of its Toyota badge, but because of how useful and practical it still is.






