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SAMSUNG GALAXY S7 THE VERDICT
S7 EDGE
REVIEW

(RELAX, 
IT’S NOT 

BROKEN)
...but the LG G5 

may have 
cracked it
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This will make you 
buy a new TV

NETFLIX 
SHOWS 
you won’t be 
able to stop 
watching

SKY Q 
It’s about to 
explode your 
living room

STAND BY! 
Tom Clancy’s 
The Division 
Pro pics from 
your iPhone
Microsoft 
Surface Book





Requires Sky Q box and subscription. Save selected recordings from last 90 days to compatible tablet (www.sky.com/SkyQdevices)
with app connected to home broadband. Viewing limits apply. Peppa Pig © Astley Baker Davies Ltd / Entertainment One UK Ltd 2003.
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WANT TO TRY 
REVIEWING 
STUFF?

THIS MONTH 
IN STUFF’S 
DIGITAL EDITION

 Animated, 
interactive pages 

Extra high-res 
pictures and videos

Android fan? Stuff is also 
available on Google Play, 
Zinio and Exact Editions

Will Dunn, Editor / willd@stuff .tv / @willydunn

In May 2012, the final episode of American Idol recorded 
132 million votes. In November of the same year, the 
US presidential election recorded 129 million votes. That 
is amazing: a vast population – people with education, 

spare time and a free press – were more concerned about who 
won a TV singing competition than they were about who’s in 
charge of the world’s largest economy. More people voted for 
a 21-year-old to get a recording contract than voted for the man 
who controls America’s nuclear weapons. 

But before you lose all faith in democracy, I don’t think this 
statistic says a lot politics. It does, however, tell you a lot about 
the dizzying power of television. 

A lot of people thought the internet was going to kill TV. They 
saw what happened to camcorders and maps and letters and 
record shops, and they thought ‘Yep, any day now some geek with 
an app will sweep all that away’. But I don’t think TV will go down 
so easily. No app or website is as entertaining as Mad Men or 
The Wire or, let’s face it, Great British Railway Journeys. In fact, the 
internet has brought about a new golden age of TV, an explosion 
of choice and quality enabled by technology. As you’ll see in this 
issue, it’s never been easier to find great TV, or to watch it, anywhere. 
Just remember to take a break every few episodes. And to vote.

Welcome



10

I BOUGHT SOME 
21ST CENTURY 
PENNY SWEETS…
…in the form of a Raspberry 
Pi Zero Complete Starter 

Kit (£24, pimoroni.com). It came in the kind 
of striped paper bag that was once home 
to Rhubarb & Custards, but now contains 
desktop computers. “What a time to be 
alive!” I exclaimed, before hitting a wall 
of Pi indecision that has rendered me 
unable to decide what to do with my 
new credit-card-sized wonder beyond 
impressing my relations. Can anyone 
lend me a soldering iron?
Mark Wilson, Features Editor

I SPENT MY HARD- 
EARNED MONEY 
ON A STAR CHART
Not just any star chart, mind 
you. The Hollywood Star 

Chart (£25, wearedorothy.com) is based 
on the night sky over New York on 16 June 
1960, the opening night of Hitchcock’s 
Psycho. A lot of love has been put into the 
design, which links loads of great movies 
with their key ‘stars’. From Back To The 
Future and The Shawshank Redemption 
to the best film ever: Avatar (please don’t 
judge me like the rest of the Stuff team), 
this art print is a film geek’s dream.
Will Clarke, Senior Designer

I SPENT A LONG 
TIME STROKING 
MY OWN FACE
This month I discovered 
that my grandad had 

the right idea all along – old-fashioned 
safety razors really do give you the 
closest, smoothest (and safest) shave. 
Plus there’s something about lathering 
up a badger-hair brush that makes me 
feel like a proper grownup. Gillette’s smart 
shaver prototype also told me that it takes 
me 317 strokes to shave my face – around 
150 more than the average bloke. What can 
I say? I’m a perfectionist.
Esat Dedezade, Deputy Features Editor

I GOT MY 
GAME ON…
...with 100,000 Polish 
eSports fans. If you 
thought sitting at home 

in your pants clicking on Minions in League 
Of Legends was the pinnacle of gaming, 
think again. The pros play for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on the big stage, 
and the Intel Extreme Masters tournament 
at Katowice is one of the biggest contests. 
You had to queue for hours to get a seat in 
the main arena, and by the time I’d necked 
about six cans of Red Bull, I was just as into 
it as the rest of the crowd. 
Tom Morgan, News Editor, Stuff.tv
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The latest crop of superphones have 
arrived, including LG’s modular 
marvel and Samsung’s stellar 

Galaxy. And naturally, we’ve 
got our mitts on

 the lot…

[ P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

y
 M

at
t B

ee
dl

e 
]



U F F 27 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH
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HOT
FIVE
#1

Well, cowabunga. When the rumours 
about a slotty LG phone first surfaced, we 
pooh-poohed them. When our reporters 
telegrammed from Barcelona, we ripped 
that card up and threw it back in the face 
of the courier. Their subsequent photos, 
we argued, could easily be clay models. It 
wasn’t until our own photographer shot 

these very pictures that we truly believed. 
And it wasn’t until that photographer 

kicked all of us fawning geeks out of the 
studio that we had time to reflect on the 

boldness. LG has always been a solid 
supporter of swappable batteries, but 

this is all new: the whole bottom section 
of the phone drops out, gun-clip style, 

allowing you to slam home a fresh 
2800mAh battery, reboot the phone and 

jog on… or even choose from optional 
modular sections that let you tool up for 

serious shootography or awesome audio. 
We still don’t really believe it. 

As hot as… shouting “Reload!” and 
judo-rolling around Costa

£tba / lg.com

THAT SURE 
HITS THE SLOT

LG G5

Time, nice 
but bit dim

The 5.3in screen has an 

always-on mode, which LG 

says drains less than 0.8% 

battery per hour – impressive, 

as it’s an LCD rather than a

 more energy-friendly 

OLED.



FFUTSO TH

14

MORE LG LAB ESCAPEES…
LG 360 CAM
Looking a lot like the 

venerable Ricoh Theta, 

this point-and-click cam 

has twin 13MP cameras 

with 180° lenses. It’s not 

as deliciously eyebally as 

Samsung’s Gear 360 (p17), 

but if LG gets the price right 

it could be a seriously cheap 

way to get into VR video. 

LG ROLLING BOT
LG’s engineers have clearly 

been watching The Force 
Awakens, except that the 

Rolling Bot can do a lot 

more than look adorable. 

It can control your TV; act 

as a home-roving security 

camera; and, thanks to its 

laser pointer, it could soon 

be your cat’s best friend.

New! Two!
It’s official: two cameras is 

the new camera. The first looks 

like a repeat performance for the 

G4’s 16MP sensor, complete with 

laser focus for super-quick response 

and 75° field of view. The second pairs 

an 8MP sensor with a whopping 

135° lens. It’s like carrying a DSLR 

with two lenses. Except, 

completely inferior. 

But, convenient!

One look at you 
and I can’t disguise, 

I got tiny eyes
LG’s 360 VR is the smallest, lightest 

headset around. Instead of putting 

your phone inside, a USB-C cable 

attaches to the G5. The phone then 

turns into a controller for interacting 

with what’s on screen. The idea 

isn’t to go after the gaming 

crowd but to get VR out 

of the house.
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HANDS-ON WITH THE G5 Tom Morgan, News Editor, Stuff.tv

Press a button on the 
side of the G5 and the 
entire bottom piece 
pops out slightly. 

With a bit of a yoink it comes out 
altogether, bringing the battery 
with it. You can then swap in a 
fresh battery, or change out the 
whole module for one with extra 
features. The phone recognises 

the module automatically when 
you turn it back on.

Bang & Olufsen partnered on 
the Hi-Fi Plus module, which is 
only marginally larger but adds a 
32-bit DAC,  good enough for DSD 
hi-res audio playback. 

Photographers wil love the Cam 
Plus plug-in. It’s an extra-steady 
handhold above all, but it also adds 

an additional 1200mAh of battery 
and physical controls including a 
two-stage shutter button. 

All the modules have a pretty 
much seamless join with the main 
body – now an all-metal design – 
and the whole system doesn’t feel 
at all loose or in danger of falling 
out. If this is the future of phones, 
we like what we’re seeing.

X games
So proud is LG of some of 

the G5’s aspects that it’s given 

them their own phones to play in. Or 

maybe its just putting into production 

the test mules it used to develop 

those features. Either way, the LG X 

Screen is an affordable phone with 

the battery-saving always-on 

screen tech, whereas the 

X Cam gets the dual-

camera smarts. 
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I see you, baby, 
being a clock

Like the LG G5, both new 

Samsungs have an always-on 

clock and messages display. 

You can choose different 

designs, or download them, 

and it’ll turn off while 

in your pocket.

HOT
FIVE
#2

REFRESHING OLD SKILLS 
KEEPS THE EDGE SHARP

SAMSUNG GALAXY S7 EDGE
It was a tough brief for 2016’s Galaxy. 
Somewhat in the lee of the jaw-dropping 
LG G5, the S7 and S7 Edge don’t appear 
to be all that different from the S6. And yet, 
Samsung’s decision to bring back a couple 
of old features has us very excited indeed. 
The reintroduction of a microSD slot 
frees us from having to make an up-front 
storage-versus-budget decision that 
will haunt us for two years or more, while 

a return to waterproofness liberates us 
from having to be so damnably careful while 
photographing ducks. An invaluable change, 
we’re sure you’ll agree. There’s much more 
on the S7 (£570) and S7 Edge in our full 
review on p44 but these were the highlights 
that shone out for us – even against the LG’s 
blinding form factor risk-taking.
As hot as… the bath, where our Edge will live
from £640 / samsung.com

16
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READ OUR 
S7 & S7 EDGE

REVIEW 
ON P44

Pocket drama
You might not have to 

worry about what storage 

size to go for – both the S7 and 

S7 Edge have  microSD slots – 

but you do have one important 

choice. The S7 (far right) has 

a 5.1in screen; the S7 

Edge’s is 5.5in.

GREAT BALLS OF VR

You ain’t no-one in tech 

town unless you’ve got 

a 360° virtual reality 

camera. The tiny Gear 

360 has two 180° lenses, 

and software in the S7 

phones (or a PC) melds 

its files into immersive 

videos you can ‘look 

around’ in with a VR set. 

17



FFUTSO TH

The only way 
is up (baby) 

Just like a skateboard or 

a Viennetta, the phone’s 

twin-tip design means you 

can start proceedings at 

either end. Its Android OS 

will kickflip itself the 

right way up.

Shouty design
The Idol 4 and 4S have 

four strategically placed 

3.6W speakers, two on the 

front, two on the back. So they 

sound just as good face down. 

What does two plus two 

equal? Slammin’ beats, 

as any kid knows.

18

BOXED 
CLEVER

ALCATEL IDOL 4S
Alcatel, in your enthusiasm to drive 

yourself up into tech’s big leagues, be 
wary of setting precedents you can’t 

sustain. Supplying your new Idol phone in 
packaging that doubles as a VR headset, 
for example. It’s neat, and futuristic, and 

good value. But what will you do next? As 
Android devices, the Idol series work with 
Android Auto. Will next year’s phone come 

in a box, then, that doubles as a car? If it 
does, you can process our Idol 5S preorder 

right now. Crazy packaging aside, we’re 
liking what we see here – classy metal 
and glass construction, with neat extra 
features like reversible design and four 

speakers. Just be careful, hmm, Alcatel?
As hot as… a box that turns 

into another phone
from €280 / alcatelonetouch.eu

HOT
FIVE
#3
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IT’S A PC IN DISGUISE
Because this is a 

Windows 10 phone, 

you can connect it 

via a USB-C cable to 

a monitor and do some 

‘proper’ computing. 

Which you might 

actually have to, having 

just set up a business 

purely to own one. 

HOT
FIVE
#4

If there’s one thing a geek loves, it’s 
circumventing obstacles to ownership. 
Time, space and finances can all be bent. 

Invites, such as those until recently 
required by OnePlus to buy its phones, 
can be acquired. In the case of this HP 
Windows 10 phone, the barrier is that 

it’s not actually available to buy. Instead, 
HP will be supplying it to corporate 

customers: you have to persuade work to 
buy it for you. It’s a hurdle worth jumping, 

because the x3 is a fabulous 6in-screened 
phablet. Mixing business and pleasure, it 
has a Snapdragon 820 processor, 4GB of 

RAM, a 2K 1440x2560 display and Bang & 
Olufsen speakers. It’s water-resistant, 
with dual SIM and USB-C. We want one. 
So if we have to quit our jobs, start up a 

new business, become successful, hire an 
IT dept and put in a requisition for an HP 

Elite x3 then, dammit, that’s what we’ll do. 
As hot as… a challenged accepted

£tba / hp.com

LOOKS THE 
BUSINESS
HP ELITE X3
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SOMETIMES, 
PLUS IS MORE

BQ AQUARIS X5 PLUS
The word ‘plus’ can bring joy or torment. 
Written at the end of a manager’s email,

 it signifies that all else was preamble, and 
this is the thing that’s going to keep you at 
work all weekend. But this ‘Plus’ is a good 
’un. Spanish brand BQ, used by O2 for its 

affordable phone wares in the UK, has this 
levelled-up version of the X5. It’s largely 

the same design, but has a more powerful 
Snapdragon processor, bigger battery, 

better Sony camera tech, fingerprint 
scanner, dual-band Wi-Fi and NFC. How 

that ‘Plus’ translates into cash is unknown, 
but it shouldn’t be much more than the 

standard X5’s £180. Plus, it’d better not be.
As hot as… a sizzling Spanish B-BQ

£tba / bq.com

HOT
FIVE
#5

BQ AQUARIS M10 
UBUNTU EDITION 
The use of the Ubuntu 

OS means you can run 

this as a 10in tablet 

or fire up a wireless 

keyboard and mouse 

and shift seamlessly to 

desktop-type fun. It’s 

a cheaper slice of what 

Windows 10 promises. 

£tba / bq.com/uk

BQ’S OTHER BIG REVEAL

20



P5 Wireless.
We’ve taken
away the wires
but kept the 
sound quality.

from authorised retailers

Buy direct from bowers–wilkins.co.uk/P5W
Two-year warranty
Free delivery

£329.99
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V I T A L S T A T S

Garmin Vivoactive HR 
£210 / garmin.com

ABSOLUTELY THE LAST 
WEARABLE YOU’LL EVER NEED 

Will Garmin’s slimmer, 
rectangular wearable 
get your pulse racing?

This is it. They’ve smashed 
it. The wearables competition 
ends here. (Possibly.)
The Vivoactive HR means you 
don’t have to choose between 
a smartwatch and a sports 
watch. It has a sunlight-readable 
colour touchscreen that you 
can customise with watch face 
designs, widgets and apps. You’ll 
be able to read notifications from 
a paired smartphone, but the real 
benefit will be the extra detail 
Garmin can squeeze onto your 
wrist when you’re working out.

Sport for all
The integrated sports apps, 
which cover GPS-enabled 
running, biking and swimming 
(not to mention golfing, rowing 
and skiing), look a lot more 
detailed than other wearables 
– when you want them to be, 
anyway. Garmin’s got simpler 
layouts in case you just want to 
know your overall pace rather 
than your split times. 

End of the road 
Naturally it’ll count your steps, 
stairs climbed and calories 
burned, measure your sleep 
patterns and track your pulse. 
It’s got a 24/7 heart-rate sensor, 
but should still last for up to seven 
days between charges in activity 
tracking modes. Flick on GPS and 
you’ll still get 13 hours from a full 
battery. Post-marathon number 
crunching comes courtesy of 
Garmin’s Connect app. 

What more could you need?
Absolutely nothing. Well, unless 
you wanted something more 
stylish, like a Withings Activité 
or a Misfit Ray. Or more outdoorsy, 
like Garmin’s chunky Fenix 
watches or the new Casio
WSD-F10. Or something 
earphone-based, like Jabra’s 
Sport Pulse. Or one that clips 
to your shoe. Or your dog. OK, 
so maybe the wearable game 
isn’t quite sewn up.

The built-in GPS 

and sports apps 

let you leave your 

phone at home 

while you run.
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ADD DESIGNER 
GLAM FOR 
AN EXTRA £30

JUST-IN 
FASH NEWS

Here’s a rather 
charmin’ Garmin
The thing with tech is that, once 
the hidden silicony bits are all on 
a par, companies get creative 
with the shiny sides. Garmin’s 
Vivofit 3 (£90) comes as 
standard in a none-too-hideous 
white or black finish, but various 
designer bands are available 
to fashion it up, from a quite 
affordable £30 extra.

The one-year battery life 
will keep it on your wrist, against 
all better advice, and its 50m 
waterproofing doesn’t even 
give you that excuse. It can 
measure walking, running, 
swimming, cycling and elliptical 
training, showing some info on 
the built-in screen – a bonus 
at this price – and the rest on 
the Garmin Connect app. 

I’ll bring your pie over, over

BEARTOOTH
It’s an all too common situation. You’re backcountry hiking in Montana 
and, during a period of sustained lynx evasion, you lose track of your 

gorgeous wife… wait. This is not common. New scenario: you’re at 
Stoke v Norwich and midway to the snackbar you’ve forgotten whether 
your lazy mate wanted a pie or a pasty. There’s no mobile signal, natch. 

Fortunately, you’ve both got these Bluetooth-paired Beartooth 
widgets that allow you to communicate (voice, text, location) using 

old-school radio bands. It’s walkie-talkies for the smartphone 
generation, no matter how unglamorous the situation. 

US$249/pair / beartooth.com

Lens go crazy

NIKON DL
Well, this recklessness can’t last. Faced with a choice of lenses for 

their new high-end compact, someone at Nikon said: “Ah, just make 
all of them.” Some crazy, distracted exec said: “Yep, the same 20.8MP 

1in sensor, same 4K video capability and 20fps AF continuous 
shooting, but with a choice of 18-50mm wide-angle, 24-85mm 

or 24-500 superzoom lenses. Why not? Screw it.” And the money 
dogs at Nikon be like, “What?” And the man in the street (who has until 

now been forced to choose a middle-ground compromise on his house, 
his car, his life) be like, “What?” Nikon: “Screw it.” 

from £550 / nikon.co.uk
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The bigger picture in tech

OUT OF MAP, 
OUT OF MIND
British people will refuse to 

believe in humanity’s mission 

to Mars – or, indeed, anywhere 

else – until there’s an Ordnance 

Survey map of it. This has 

been somewhat irksome 

for the world’s top spacefaring 

organisations, and more than 

a little embarrassing for top 

British astrophysicists. But, 

in the nick of time, everyone’s 

favourite government agency 

has produced a map covering 

a 3672x2721km section of 

the red planet. Its 1:4million 

scale might be a little too broad 

for effective orienteering, but 

it’s still a nifty bit of cartography.



25

H SO T FT U F

HOLOLENS EQUALS 
HOLLOW WALLET
The Microsoft HoloLens 
Developer Kit has a price: 
US$3000. That buys the 
headset plus dev software 
and three games. Elsewhere, 
HTC’s Vive VR headset is on 
pre-order for £690 – more 
than the £500 Oculus, but  
it comes with controllers 
and motion sensors.

GET THIS GAME FOR 
10 MILLION DOLLARS
Developer Techland has a 
reputation for this, but still, 
the price for Dying Light: 
The Following (Spotlight 
Edition) is a jaw-dropper. 
Your US$10m gets you a 
role in the Dying Light film, 
with acting, driving and 
fighting lessons, plus your 
own voiceover in the game.

ANDROIDS TO LOSE 
THEIR DRAWERS
Rumours abound that the 
‘N’ version of Android, due 
to be announced at May’s 
Google I/O conference, 
may lose the app drawer.  
If true, this would represent 
a fundamental change, and 
fuel to the ire of fans who 
think Android is becoming 
too much like iOS. 

NEWS FEED
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Time to Lindy-hop on the DAC wagon?

LINDY USB DAC & HEADPHONE AMP
There are, no doubt, many things on the back burner of your mind. 

Whether it’s time to lose the beard, the enduring success of platypuses… 
but in there somewhere you’ll have been wondering whether you should 

get on the DAC bandwagon. Will music really sound better than it does 
direct from your PC’s headphone socket? Well, this DAC – converting USB, 

optical or coaxial digital signals into analogue – is just £50, so you could 
easily get involved. Or, you could spend another couple of months 

pondering whether an affordable DAC is less likely to win you over than 
a fancy one, in terms of its actual performance but also its perceived 
ability. There’s a lot of psychology involved in decoding hi-fi quality. 

£50 / lindy.co.uk

You’re my Mate, you are

HUAWEI MATEBOOK
We’re pretty sweet on Huawei’s smartphones these days, whether they be 

straight from the distillery or served up as a Google blend. So imagine our 
delight when it announced this double-strength special: a Windows 10 

convertible tablet, with Intel Core M processors and a 2160x1440 screen. 
We were intoxicated by the very idea! Fortunately, a sober person pointed 

out that this is very much Microsoft Surface or iPad Pro money – the 
Huawei’s keyboard, dock and stylus add €320-odd to the RRP, which is 

already as much as €1800 for the top-spec version. But we didn’t care, and 
so we drunkenly pushed them away as they droned on about how, actually, 

you’d almost always be better served by a MacBook Air… 
from €800 / consumer.huawei.com

I can see the word ‘Realtree’, but those 
aren’t real trees.
Didn’t you hear about this? Square-eyed, 
VR-saturated consumers in the USA grew 
weary of having to try to differentiate 
between what is real, representative or 
imagined, so they petitioned for legislation 
and now all real, actual trees have to be 
marked as such. It’s been a surprisingly 
successful campaign: no end of stencilling 
work for young offenders, and a marked 
drop in ER admissions for injuries sustained 
as a result of “thinking I could just walk 
through that”. 

Not really, though?
Nope. Realtree is a company that 
specialises in photorealistic camouflage 
for clothes and devices aimed at outdoor 
adventures – such as this new member 
of Minox’s motion-activated camera range. 
The DTC 700 (€260, minox.com) has a 
passive infrared (PIR) sensor that triggers 
the taking of 6MP images – even at night, 
without alerting the subject, thanks to the 
infrared flash. 

The subject being?
Wildlife. Ents or Shreks or Ewoks or 
whatever lives out there in them woods. 
The deliberately modest resolution and 
local storage of photos to SD card mean 
the DTC has a battery life of six months 
or so. It’s designed for the long-term 
observation or tracking of the woodland 
fluffies for research.

Not, say, for hunting?
Perish the thought. Besides, this is surely 
too subtle an approach for your drone-
suspended, minigun-wielding modern 
hunter. Minox does say, though, that 
the DTC 700 also makes a fine urban 
surveillance device – an easy, low-power 
security cam to pair up with your burglar 
alarm. Because, frankly, streaming video 
of your house being burgled (as offered by 
many IP cameras) would just be upsetting, 
whereas a clear shot of the burglar’s face 
could actually be rather useful.  

 WTF IS 
THE MINOX 
DTC 700?
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FOR THE FUTURE

Rimac Automobili 
Concept_One

Croatian marque Rimac proves that 
eye-watering performance is 

achievable without frighteningly 
frequent trips to the petrol pumps. 

The Concept_One is powered by 
four electric motors that slurp from 

an 82kWh li-ion battery. Power is 
up to 1057bhp, with an unfeasible 

1600Nm of torque; 0-62mph in 2.6 
seconds is the result, and a limited 
220mph top speed with a range of 
186 miles. Eight Concept_Ones will 
go on sale at €800,000, as well as 
a stripped-out Concept_S model.

Honda Civic Concept
Honda clearly wants to upset the 
stuffy Civic customer base – the 

latest concept has gone banzai 
with the styling. An aggressive, 
tarmac-grazing front end and 
bright green brake calipers set 

the tone. Honda claims the concept 
is “very close” to a production 
model, but it will have a more 

restrained choice of engines at 
launch, including 1.0 and 1.5-litre 

VTEC turbo petrol, plus a 1.6-litre 
diesel. Performance fans: there’s a 
Type-R on the horizon and, yes, it’s 

likely to be completely crackers. 

Techrules TREV 
Concept

China’s first hybrid supercar does 
things differently. Instead of a big 

engine, it packs six electric motors 
and a micro-turbine that recharges 

the batteries at lightning speed. 
Some may recall Jaguar’s C-X75 
concept, which trialled a similar 

system. Stats for the AT96 model, 
whose turbine runs on aviation 

fuel, include a 0-62mph time of 2.5 
secs and a 218mph top speed. The 
more practical diesel/petrol GT96 

claims a range of 1243 miles. 
Please don’t call it Trev. 

DS E-Tense Concept
Citroën’s snazzy sub-brand could 
soon see a range of electric sports 

cars on its forecourts, as the 
E-Tense promises almost 400bhp 
from its high-voltage powertrain. 
But let’s also get pumped about 

the curvaceous carbon fibre body 
and the 3D-printed dashboard. 

Performance is expected to 
be exciting rather than scary: 

0-62mph is 4.5 secs and the top 
speed would be limited to 155mph. 

However, the E-Tense is more of 
a nod towards the future than a 

preview of a new model. 

Shockingly quick electric concepts faced 
off against old-school petrol power in 
this year’s Swiss showdown of speed 

MOTOR 
SHOW 
2016

B E S OT F

GENEVA
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ON SALE NOW

Aston Martin DB11
With a new 5.2-litre V12 engine, a 

new lightweight aluminium chassis 
and a host of tech on board, the 

DB11 isn’t just a DB9 replacement. 
Inside is a full-colour 12in TFT LCD 

instrument panel and a secondary 
8in TFT infotainment screen. 

Autonomous safety systems are 
also a welcome addition. That new 
V12 develops 600bhp and 700Nm 

of torque, making it the most 
powerful production DB ever. 
All this doesn’t come cheap, 
though, with prices starting 

at £155,000. Ouch. 

  Lamborghini 
Centenario 

To commemorate what would be 
Ferruccio Lamborghini’s 100th 

birthday, the company has created 
an insane £1.35million supercar. 

The limited edition Centenario 
boasts a ferocious 760bhp V12 
engine that can propel it from 
0-62mph in just 2.8 secs. It’s 
not the maddest design that 

Lamborghini has ever produced, 
and all 40 units (which have 

already been sold) can be specified 
with Apple CarPlay and other 

creature comforts.  

Porsche 911 R
It seems Porsche only has to throw 
a manual gearbox into an existing 

model in order to have 911 devotees 
losing their minds. The 911 R carries 
the same 4.0-litre, flat-six cylinder 

engine as the GT3 RS, which 
means it develops 494bhp. The 
GT3’s huge rear wing has been 

replaced with an electronic spoiler 
that raises at speed, while a rear 
diffuser improves grip. Less than 

1000 will be sold, and  you’ll need to 
be quick – despite the £137,000 
price, Porsche fans have bought 

most of them already. 

Bugatti Chiron
How do you top a car that cost over 

£800,000 to buy and £14,000 to 
service, and could top 250mph? 
You add a bit more of everything. 

Bugatti’s Chiron, the Veyron’s 
successor, offers more power from 

the 8.0-litre quad-turbocharged 
W16 (1479bhp and 1600Nm of 

torque, to be precise), a top speed 
of 261mph and a £1.9m price. It’s by 
far the most powerful production 
car available, and reports suggest 
166 of the 500 cars set to be built 
have been sold, with one greedy 

buyer reserving six.



30

£1600 (50in), £1800 (58in) / panasonic.com

That mirror is wrong.
Is it, though? The laid-out Jabba 
pose is super-trendy right now, 
and you’ve got to have it nailed 
before you roll it out on the college 
refectory sofas. Get it wrong and 
someone will throttle you with 
your own chain, you dig?

Let’s quit this angle. It’s a TV?
It is. Suspended coquettishly and 
gymnastically between the bars 
of its easel-like stand, the DX802 

represents Panasonic’s new 
‘Freestyle’ design direction. 
It’s inspired, says the Japanese 
megacorp, by artistic Europeans. 
To which we say: thanks, P-dog. 
We just try to embrace the 
beautiful, you know?  

Indeed. So, it’s all looks and 
no trousers?
Well, the current zinger going 
around in the TV community 
is that, while the DX802 is nice 

enough, “it ain’t no DX902”. Ha ha! 
Those goons. Let us translate that: 
this TV doesn’t have the coveted 
Ultra HD Premium badge, like the 
more conventionally designed 
DX902 flagship. But, other than 
that industry bauble, the DX802 
is bristling: your choice of 50in 
or 58in screen sizes, with HDR 
support and THX-certified 4K. 
The streaming TV smarts come 
courtesy of the highly capable 
Firefox OS. It’s a banger, this TV, 

and you haven’t even heard 
it speak yet.

What? Quite the orator, is it? 
Turns out that the advantage 
of a dangly stand is that there’s 
room to put a decent speaker 
underneath. Panasonic’s resulting 
matchy noisebox is a 12-speaker 
soundbar capable of stereo 
and virtual surround modes. 
Six of those speakers are bass 
boosters. Boom.

PANASONIC VIERA DX802

I C O N

THE 12-SPEAKER SOUNDBAR HAS STEREO AND 
VIRTUAL SURROUND MODES, WITH SIX BASS BOOSTERS

READ MORE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF TELEVISION p49
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Wireless, but not friendless

MARSHALL MAJOR II BLUETOOTH
What could be finer than listening to your favourite music? Listening to 
your favourite music while out in the sunshine! What could possibly be 
finer than listening to your favourite music while out in the sunshine? 
Two of you listening to your favourite music while out in the sunshine! 

This hitherto unavailable (and possibly not for everyone) function 
comes courtesy of the new Major II Bluetooth headphones from 

Marshall. While connected wirelessly, the empty 3.5mm socket acts 
an auxiliary out for a second pair of cans. Coupled with a remarkable 

30hr battery, Marshall style and affordable price, it all looks rather good. 
£130 / marshallheadphones.com

One way, or the Highway

PURE HIGHWAY 400 & 600
Are you finding it difficult to walk around? That’s the increased 

atmospheric resistance of the 18 new national digital radio stations 
that have been launched. But who’s listening to them? Not people 

in cars that don’t have DAB radios, that’s for sure. Which is why Pure 
has simul-launched two new DAB kits. The Highway 400 gets all 

your DAB stations, plus Bluetooth for streaming from your phone 
and Spotify connectivity. The Highway 600 adds a microphone for 
handsfree calling plus Siri or Google voice searches. The drawback? 

Having to stick a DAB antenna to your windscreen and artfully 
route the power, aux-in and microphone cables. 

from £130 / pure.com

Love You To Bits  
£2.99 / iOS (Android, PC 
and Mac in development)

Love You To Bits is an old-school 
point-and-click adventure reimagined 
for a world of touchscreens. It features 
rookie space explorer Kosmo and the 
interplanetary search for the component 
parts of his robot girlfriend, Nova. Um, 
yeah. From the off, Love You To Bits 
hits you with a charm offensive that’s 
impossible to escape. It’s visually 
stunning and relentlessly inventive, 
peppering puzzle-based challenges 
with all manner of game and pop-culture 
references. There’s even a ‘cantina’ 
scene. Yet these never feel like anything 
other than warm tributes and it very 
much has its own flavour throughout.

 DROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD
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You can’t hear me, can you?
OSSIC X
We’ve been happily staring at 
our TVs for decades, but now 
the arrival of (proper) VR has 
made us astonishingly spatial. 
And that goes for sound as well 
as images. Ossic is currently 
rocking Kickstarter to the tune 
of over 1000% funded with its 
promise of tracked and tuned 
3D audio through some fairly 
normal-looking headphones.
ossic.com / US$400

You spin me right round
XGIMI Z4 AURORA 
Odin’s undercrackers, we 
internally exclaimed, it’s a 
projector with a turntable 
on top! But no, it’s a projector 
with a vinyl vibe for the gesture 
control panel. Spin your finger 
above the ‘record’ to adjust 
the volume or skip tracks – it’s 
Android-based and has built-in 
Harman Kardon speakers for 
music as well as movies. 
en.xgimi.com / US$500

You’re going to get searched
KEKEPAD 
This isn’t just another Arduino 
baseboard for making little 
projects. It’s for making 
WEARABLE projects! Add 
all sorts of sew-in sensors 
and display widgets using 
super-thin 0.32mm Ke 
cables. Some sensors are 
even washable, giving you 
the freedom to make rude 
digital T-shirts. 
ikeke.co / from US$40

You SIM well travelled
KRIMSTON TWO
The dignity of even the richest 
traveller goes out of the window 
when it comes to scraping 
around for Wi-Fi in order to 
save on roaming costs. Krimston 
hopes to solve the problem 
with this second SIM backpack 
for iPhones: it promises 
access to both home and local 
networks, while doubling as 
a battery pack and a hotspot.
krimston.com / £tba

Your cubist phase
TIO 

If Lego Mindstorms kits have 
taught us one thing, it’s that once 

we’ve built something and made 
it work, we get really cross if you 

suggest we break it down and 
build something else. But we 

were overtired, and we apologise. 
What Mindstorms really taught 

us is that the journey maketh 
the toy. Tio is based on app-

connected cubes that contain a 
powerful rotational motor and 

coloured LEDs. There are kits to 
press out and build included – 

along with wheels, pulleys, 
magnets, etc – but the real fun is 

in coming up with a schematic 
and finding the bits needed to 

make it happen. Oh, and your kids 
might like to join in, too.

from £80 / tiotoys.com
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The latest startups, crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas
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1  Logitech G810 
Orion Spectrum 
It has serious gaming smarts, 
along with a roller for speedy 
cycling through weapons (or 
spreadsheets, depending on 
the time of day).
£140 / gaming.logitech.com

2  Razer 
DeathStalker Chroma
Like gaming, but also like the 
minimalist throw of a chiclet-
style keyboard? You absolute 
FREAKBALL! No, that’s fine. 
Here you go – try this one.
£90 / razerzone.com

3  Editors Keys 
Ableton Live Wireless
Fun game: quiz an editor of 
photos, video or music on a 
shortcut key combo. They’ll stare 
at their twitchy fingers, unable to 
verbalise their muscle memory.*
£70 / editorskeys.com

4  Microsoft Sculpt 
Ergonomic Keyboard
The A&E people have better 
things to do than untangle your 
fingers, so this keyboard has a 
Hand Separating Safety Abyss.
£100 / microsoft.com

5  Corsair Strafe 
RGB MX Silent
This gaming keyboard’s keys 
are 30% quieter than usual, so 
that your online foes can’t hear 
your keypresses and pre-empt 
your moves. (Not really.)
£160 / corsair.com

6  Qwerkywriter
Is it a qwerky writer, or are you 
the qwerky writer for using it? 
Either way, it’s a super-solid, 
surprisingly usable Bluetooth 
’board with tablet stand.
US$350 / qwerkywriter.com
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you don’t really 
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The days where your lazy car languishes 

about are coming to an end. While you sleep 

or work, your car will be an autonomous 

squirrel, shifting things about town. These 

might be physical things, they might be just 

tasty electrons.

How so? Tesla started it a while back with 
the Powerwall: remove the battery from an 
electric car and smugly charge it using the 
excess output from your solar panels. 

While announcing a 60kWh battery for 
its Leaf electric car, good for over 300 miles 
of range, Nissan has unveiled a concept for 

intelligent use of that storage. Developed 
with Brit architects Foster + Partners, the 
scheme shows cars shifting themselves to 
make use of wireless charging spaces. After 
your Leaf has dropped you off at work, it 
plugs itself into a building where, along with 
its mobile battery pack brethren, it either 
puts power in or takes power out.

Ford, meanwhile, has announced that its 
infotainment system Sync 3 is coming to 
Europe. Working alongside Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto, it works with expected 
apps, plus an unexpected one. The French 

MyBoxMan app connects you to people who 
need something couriering and are willing to 
trust it to you. Why? You don’t care, because 
it’s instant cash in the app bank and you might 
already be going that way. 

Combine Ford’s MyBoxMan integration 
and Nissan’s electricity-shuffling Leafs, 
and you’ve got a network of autonomous 
delivery vehicles. You might be putting your 
mum’s birthday present in the boot of a 
hatchback courier, or accepting a delivery 
of subscription-paid electricity. Either way, 
the slovenly role of the family car is changing. 

FUTURE STUFF
CARS WITH SECOND JOBS
Fraser Macdonald thinks automobiles are about to get a rude awakening

Chillin’

ZAGG NOW CAM
Less shaping the gnarl, more spectating on the gnarl 
with a beer and hoagie, the Zagg Now camera is an 
easy-shooting, spill-resistant moment-capturer. Keep 
it in your top pocket for quick still images, super-sharable 
six-second video bursts or up to 30mins of 720p HD video. 
It has a better lens than your phone, with a 120° field of view. 
Lastly, bringing the buzz where buzz be needed, it doubles 
as a Bluetooth speaker. 
£100 / zagg.com

Thrillin’

RICOH WG-M2
Looking for all the world like something that collects at 

the corners of the eyes of Bear Grylls, the WG-M2 means 
business. So long as that business is 4K action-capturing. 

Its crazy lens goes up to wide angle, LOLs at it, then keeps 
on going to a beyond-wide 204° field of view. It can see 

behind itself. It’s waterproof to 20m, shock-proof and 
very orange. You can do some basic editing on its LCD 

screen, or there’s an Image Sync app for iOS or Android. 
£270 / ricoh-imaging.co.uk
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This month’s mobile must-downloads

1 Victories
£free / iOS

An unwinnable battle would be 
to try to log all the to-do list apps 
on iOS and Android. This one, like 
HabitRPG, gamifies your tasks, 
turning them into battles and 
rewarding wins with, um, analytics. 

4 Twofold Inc.
£2.99 / iOS, Android

You’ve already put this on your 
‘meh’ pile, thinking it a low-strain 
pretty puzzle game. Wrong! It’s 
a fantastically flummoxing pretty 
puzzle game with a mind-melting 
exponential number dynamic.  

7 Travlr by Samsonite
£free / iOS, Android

This is the app equivalent of 
a gingham hankie on a stick, 
bundling up flight information, 
currency rates, weather at your 
destination and carry-on luggage 
restrictions for multiple airlines.   

2 Tomb Of The Mask
£free / iOS

Lube up your thumbs and eyes 
for this retro-styled endless 
runner. Bounce around the 
screen collecting coins, avoiding 
enemies and the constant, glowing, 
encroaching wall of death. 

5 Lost Socks: 
Naughty Brothers
£3.99 / iOS

This platformer appeals, not least 
because of its colourful visuals and 
humour. But also because its blurb 
suggests it might be too difficult for 
some gamers. Challenge accepted!  

8 Deep Terror
£free / iOS

“What has risen may sink, 
and what has sunk may rise.” 
A Lovecraftian quote that 
introduces this creepy puzzler 
and is as true of apps as it is of 
mysterious hideousnesses.

3 WhoSampled
£2.99 / iOS; £free / Android

Nowt more humbling than Dad 
ID’ing the original version of your 
fav banger. WhoSampled’s library 
of who covered what is a help, but 
its new Spotify integration (see 
p107) now lets you hear the truth.

6 Surfingers
£free / iOS, Android 

Good for: fast-fingered, wave-
manipulating, surfer-saving action; 
groovy characters; twanging tunes. 
Poor for: forming the basis of a 
career in oceanography. Or learning 
to surf, to be honest. 

9 Instagram
£free / iOS, Android, Windows Phone

“Aw, gawd, I would give my right 
arm for the ability to have multiple 
accounts running out of one 
Instagram app… Oh. Is it? The latest 
update, you say? Five accounts. 
Great! Listen, about the arm…” 

Korg’s mobile 

music studio app 

has had a huge 

upgrade.

For the initiated, 
these include a 

chord trigger for 
polyphonic 
synths, an 

arpeggiator 
for keyboard 

gadgets, and a 
slew of usability 

boosts when 
working in the 

sequencer. The 
big shift, though, 

is support for 
iPhone 6 and 6s. 
Prior to Gadget 

2.0, the app 
was iPad-only. 

Perhaps this was 
a blessing, given 
the huge chunks 
of time this app 
can consume. 
Now there’s 

no escape, and 
it all works 

surprisingly well 
on the smaller 

screen. If you’ve 
any interest in 

making music on 
your iOS device, 
whether pro or 

amateur, get 
this. It’s spendy, 
but still insanely 

good value for 
handheld access 

to some of the 
best writing and 
sequencing tools 

imaginable.

IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT

Korg 
Gadget 2.0

£30 / iOS
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Being able to manipulate time 

might sound fun, but if Stuff’s 

first experience of Quantum 
Break is anything to go by it’ll get 

you into all kinds of bother. 

More than four years in the 

making, Quantum Break puts 

you in the shoes of Jack Joyce, 

a man who acquires his special 

powers after an experiment 

with a black hole simulator 

contraption (the technical term) 

goes awry. The next thing you 

know, mysterious gunmen are 

on your case.

Your newfound skills allow 

you to do things such as teleport 

short distances, freeze enemies 

in place while you pepper them 

with bullets, and create a bubble 

of protection that freezes bullets 

in mid-air Matrix-style, turning 

what would be vanilla firefights 

into graceful dances of death 

and destruction. 

You can also use your time-

tweaking skills to manipulate 

environments to solve puzzles. 

Destroyed a wall of crates in 

order to advance but now find 

you need access to higher 

ground? Just rewind time until 

before you smashed them 

to smithereens, caper up the 

crates and nuke ’em from above . 

Think Braid meets The Division 

and you’re not far off. It gives the 

game a level of replayability that 

it would otherwise lack.

Quantum Break blends this 

third-person shooter gameplay 

with four 30-minute chunks of 

live action storytelling, with your 

decisions affecting the actors’ 

actions. It’s interesting seeing 

in-game characters portrayed 

by their voice actors.

Is it revolutionary? Not quite, 

but there’s more than enough 

amusement to be found in the 

time-mashing gameplay. 

FIRST PLAY QUANTUM BREAK Xbox One, PC
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MAY
DOOM 4
HOMEFRONT: THE REVOLUTION
UNCHARTED 4: A THIEF’S END
MIRROR’S EDGE CATALYST

JUNE
NO MAN’S SKY
ASSETTO CORSA

AUGUST
DEUS EX: MANKIND DIVIDED

HERO SHOOTER HEAD-TO-HEAD

INCOMING

Much like Overwatch, anime-tinged team shooter 
Battleborn has no interest in gritty realism. It’s a 
chaotic blast of old-skool FPS action, with a hint 
of RPG-style levelling up within each round. As well 
as a competitive multiplayer mode called Incursion, 
there’s a story mode that you can tackle alone or 
with up to four pals in online co-op. 

Battleborn has a Marvel-style roster of 25 
characters, each belonging to one of five factions. 
There’s no changing when you die, so it’s best 
to make sure your squad is balanced before you 
start. We liked Marquis, the robot butler turned 
gentleman sniper, and Benedict, the redneck bird 
of prey in a suit of armour who regurgitates rockets.

Story missions are basically co-op arena battles 
wrapped in a universe-saving narrative. Defend 
this, escort that, and at the end you’ll unlock 
a new character to play as (you only start with 
seven). They’re lengthy and the characters are 
diverse enough to significantly alter the way you 
play, which should give Battleborn plenty of life.

Blizzard’s first FPS is a team-based multiplayer 
shooter with a choice of 21 different playable 

characters, each with their own strengths and 
weaknesses, plus three unique abilities. Each 

character counters, and is countered by, a handful 
of their peers – a bit like a particularly violent and 

extravagant game of rock, paper, scissors.

Overwatch’s characters are split into four classes: 
offence, defence, tank and support. Tanks are 

blessed with brute force and plenty of health, while 
defenders are good for blocking off choke points 

that lead to objectives. We particularly liked sniper 
Hanzo, grenadier Junkrat, and Bastion, who can 

transform into a high-powered static machine gun. 

You don’t have to commit to your character for the 
duration of each match, so if you’re getting battered 

you can switch things up for a change of balance 
and approach. From what we’ve played so far, 

Overwatch places just enough emphasis on its 
heroes’ abilities while retaining the FPS mechanics 

that make other team shooters such a blast.

OUT 24 
MAY

OUT 3 
MAY

OVERWATCH
PS4, Xbox One, PC

BATTLEBORN
PS4, Xbox One, PC

FIRST PLAY

LOADING

VS

FIGHT!

SELECT
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DJI Phantom 4  
£1230 / dji.com

THE DRONE YOU  
CAN’T CRASH 

better, the same object-tracking 
cameras are also keeping an eye 
out for obstacles – try to smash 
this Phantom into a tree and it will 
either try to go around it or stop. 

Which is lucky, because…
…the Phantom 4 is a bit of a speed 
demon. Normally it can zip along at 
35mph, but switch to Sport mode 
and you get a Fast & Furious-style 
boost that pushes the top speed 
up to 45mph. DJI’s test pilots 
compare it to flying the pro-level 
Inspire, only for significantly less 
cash. You’ll nail batteries in Sport 
mode, of course, so keep it for 
emergencies. DJI has boosted 
Normal mode flight time to  

28 minutes, up from 23 in the 
Phantom 3, but has used a new, 
larger battery to do it. Your old 
Phantom batteries are dust, bro.

Eye, captain
DJI hasn’t messed with its excellent 
4K camera much. The lens has been 
upgraded to give sharper edge-to-
edge footage. You’ll be able to shoot 
1080p at 120fps for the first time, 
which should make for some cool 
slo-mo shots, but 4K recording is 
still stuck at 30fps. Physically, the 
Phantom 4 has slimmer landing 
gear and smoother camera 
mounting – just different enough  
so that those other drone jockeys 
can see you got the new one.

How do you make one of 
the best drones out there 
even better? Take out  
the one thing that’s 
guaranteed to screw 
things up: human error.

Crash-resistant
A new feature called ActiveTrack 
takes the challenge out of flying 
and focusing on a subject at the 
same time. Rather than flying the 
drone and controlling the camera 
angle simultaneously (normally  
a two-person job for serious drone 
photographers), the Phantom 4 
creates a 3D model of an object 
you choose, and keeps it in the 
frame as you fly around. Even 

TRY TO SMASH 
THIS PHANTOM 
INTO A TREE 
AND IT WILL 
EITHER TRY  
TO GO AROUND 
IT OR STOP

It detects 

obstacles up to 15 

metres away, but 

that’s no excuse 

for sloppy piloting.
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An alarm call for boozy cruisers

ALCOSENSE PRO
Good news! Fewer people are getting busted for drink driving. The 
government would have you believe this is down to it educating us 

all to be responsible. More likely is that it’s left us all too skint to go out. 
And so to the bad news: according to the Department for Transport, 
more people are having ‘morning after’ accidents while still minging 

from last night’s in-house White Lightning sesh. Back to good news: 
AlcoSense’s new Pro breathalyser uses a similar Fuel Cell sensor to the 
one used by the police so is accurate enough not only to tell you not to 

drive, but also how long it might be until you can. Or, just go back to bed 
for 24 hours and rethink your cider-swilling ways. 

£150 / alcosense.co.uk

Hear who is outside, in

MICHIME WIRELESS DOORBELL
It’s a fact* that, due to the surprise popularity of secondary character 
Bing Bong in Disney Pixar’s Inside Out, doorbell sales are at an all-time 
high. Kids just can’t get enough of them, and those who really can’t are 
playing with psychologist-baffling imaginary doorbells. But the main 

reason for being interested in the MiChime is, in fact, perpetual motion. 
Kinetic tech in the batteryless bell-push generates the power required 
to send the wireless signal to the 25-sound receiver, up to 85 metres 

away. To recap, pressing the button makes the button work. It’s a 
neuron-frazzling Möbius strip of a concept that even our imaginary 
friend, a kind of woolly Johnny Ball, cannot begin to unravel. (*nope)

£25 / responseelectronics.com

Yubl  £free / iOS, Android

Tired of scrolling through endless 
Instagrams or slowly decaying group 
chats in WhatsApp? Here’s a new app 
that will light a firecracker under your 
mobile social interaction. 

Yubl (rhymes with ‘bubble’) livens up 
your messages with lively animations, 
but its major innovation is interactive 
buttons for creating instant polls or 
web links. Hit counts update for each 
user in real time, so you can quickly 
see which hamster/shirt/burger your 
mates rate most highly, fostering a 
micro-community feel. 

If that isn’t enough, the currently 
UK-only service is busy creating more 
interactivity, with plans to tie in with the 
likes of YouTube, Soundcloud and Uber. 

 DROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD

Going abroad? 

Set the limit to  

match the country 

whose bevvy 

you’re sipping.
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Stop your fooling around

ALIENS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY: 
THE ORIGINAL 
COMICS SERIES
The comics (1988) 
originally expanded on 
the plot of Aliens (1986) 
before stupid Alien 3 
(1992) forced them to 
be rewritten (clumsy) 
and (worse) needlessly 
colourised. But now 
(2016), they’re back, 
and in black and white.  

THE BLADE ARTIST
IRVINE WELSH
It’s been 20 years 
since Trainspotting 
gobsmacked cinema 
audiences, and now 
everyone’s favourite 
psychopath, Begbie, 
is back… albeit initially 
in the potentially less 
intimidating book format.

BRIGHTON MUSIC 
CONFERENCE
Pioneer demos the fresh-
out-of-the-polystyrene 
NX2S versions of its 
iconic CDJ-2000 decks 
and DJM-900 mixer. 
Also, fondle kit from other 
digital music luminaries 
such as Moog, Korg, 
Yamaha and Steinberg. 

WWE RAW
O2 ARENA, 
LONDON
Concerts are rubbish, 
because they’re 
so predictable. Live 
wrestling, on the 
other hand, is an exciting 
lottery where all the 
audience are winners: 
any of the wrestling hall 
of fame might turn up 
and might do anything, 
and probably will.

TEENAGE CANCER 
TRUST AT THE 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL
From stand-up comedian 
to charity sportsman 
to spacesuit-wearing 
Stargazing Live guinea 
pig supergeek, John 
Bishop has stories to tell. 
And tell them he might, 
during his opening night 
of the Teenage Cancer 
Trust week of events 
at the Royal Albert Hall.

55 years ago 
Yuri Gagarin 
became the 
first human 

in space.

40 years ago 
Breakout

28th 

19th 

THEN

THEN

MUSIC 
PICKS
20th: 

Vaccines
23rd:

New Order
24th:
David 

Gilmour

SOLD 
OUT?

Play this: 
WWE 2K16
Watch this: 
WWE: The 

Attitude Era 
(Blu-ray)

NEXT 
ISSUE
June 
It’s all about 
virtual reality 
On sale 
5/5/16

15th

14th

18th

Play this: 
Love You 
To Bits 

(see p31)

Type ‘Atari 
Breakout’ into 
Google Image 

Search and 
play along!

NOW 

NOW 

7th

APRIL
YOUR MONTH 
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Ah, life is so much easier since the invention of 
textspeak – from BTW (by the way) and AFAIK 
(as far as I know) to GTDBOOMGBISTS (get that 
dead badger out of my garage before it starts to 
smell). The title of Whiskey Tango Foxtrot is based 
on one of these initialisms – the name of a regular 
Hot Stuff feature, in fact – but we’re not allowed to 
spell it out because of the sweary police. 

So we’ll tell you about the film instead. It’s a 
rom-com starring Tina Fey and Martin Freeman 
as reporters covering anti-Taliban operations 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Well, if you need 
a sense of humour anywhere… 

To celebrate the upcoming UK cinema release 
of Whiskey Tango Foxtrot, we’re giving you the 
chance to win something genuinely WTF-worthy: 
the Samsung UE55JU6500K, a 55in curved 4K 
LED smart TV, worth £900. 

Whiskey Tango Foxtrot is in cinemas from 22 
April (cert 15). whiskeytangofoxtrotthemovie.co.uk

HOW TO ENTER
For your chance to get lost in curvy 4K 
splendour, just go to stuff.tv/win and 
answer this question:

WHAT DOES THE ACRONYM 
‘ASAP’ STAND FOR?
A … As stealthily as pirates
B … As soon as possible
C … Whenever’s cool with 
me, just as soon as you 
have a moment, no big 
hurry or anything, yeah?
Terms & conditions 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. 
2 Entries close 11.59pm, 12 May 2016. 3 Prizes are as stated. 
4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person. 
For full Haymarket terms & conditions see www.stuff.tv/legal
Promoter: Haymarket, 69 London Road, Twickenham TW1 3SP

WIN A 55-INCH CURVED 
SAMSUNG 4K TV WITH 
WHISKEY TANGO FOXTROT

HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES 
12 MAY
2016

©
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30 hours with 
the Galaxy S7

Good

Meh

Evil
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Plucky 
number 7
How do you trump the best phone of 2015? You 
make it again, of course. But can the Galaxy S7 
really be even better than the wondrous S6?

1 It’s business time

Checking the time is tough, right? 
Well, Samsung thinks so. That’s why 
it’s introduced an always-on display 
with the S7 that constantly shows 
you the date, time and some select 
notifications. It’s useful when the 
handset’s left flat on a desk, and 
that’s about it.

Remember ‘crazy Samsung’? You 
know, the company that stuck a 
huge 10x zoom lens on the Galaxy S4, 
made seven Gear wearables in less 
than three years and paid Jay-Z 
US$5million so that it could release 
his album for free? Well, those days 
are over.

The Galaxy S7 heralds the dawn 
of a new era. Welcome to the age of 
‘sensible Samsung’, a smartphone 
maker of dependable excellence. 
Its latest flagship handset is the 
technological equivalent of a Steven 
Spielberg movie – the whole thing 
just oozes solid quality. 

Granted, this is not the most 
exciting gadget of 2016. Compared 
to LG’s G5, the S7 barely registers 
on the Richter scale of smartphone 
innovation. It looks almost identical 
to last year’s Galaxy S6, has a better 
camera, and has brought back the 
Galaxy S5’s water-resistance and 
microSD card slot.

If this all seems a bit boring to 
you, then fair enough. The S7 doesn’t 
offer an alternative take on Apple’s 
pressure-sensitive 3D Touch tech or 
the ability to upgrade your phone with 
a modular camera grip and bigger 
battery. This smartphone is single-
minded in its pursuit of simplicity, and 
it’s this lack of bloat or overreach that 
serves it so well.

We won’t tell you to get the Galaxy 
S7 because of some revolutionary 
gimmick. Remember, this is a different 
kind of Samsung we’re dealing with. 
You should get the Galaxy S7 because 
it’s the best smartphone you can buy.

£570 / samsung.com
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 BATTERY
As with the iPhone 6s, the 
Galaxy S7 will happily see 
you through a working day 
and a lengthy rehydration 
session at the pub. Ease 
up on Candy Crush on 
your morning bus and it’ll 
even last you until lunch.

 DISPLAY
Guess what? Its 5.1in 
screen is almost a straight 
lift from the S6, with the 
same resolution and 
colour range. From scrolling 
through Stuff.tv’s lofty 
prose to a Netflix binge, 
this phone has you sorted.

 CAMERA
Low-light photos are the 
scourge of many a phone 
camera, so Samsung’s 
gone to great lengths to 
accurately capture your 
late night shenanigans 
– the S7’s photos offer 
plenty of colour and clarity.

 DESIGN
The S6 was a fine-looking 
phone and the same 
applies to the S7. It’s 
a smidge heavier and 
thicker, but the biggest 
difference you’ll notice is 
that its camera bump has 
been trimmed right down. 

In elaborating on the 
Galaxy S6, rather than 
designing another phone 
from scratch, Samsung 
has repressed its urge to 
tinker. What was great 
before is even better and 
what needed tweaking 
has been festooned with 
some necessary TLC. 
Here’s what you need 
to know about the S7’s 
vital statistics:

Essential 
features

3 Toilet-proof, again

We’ve all dropped our phone 
down the loo. Worse than having 
to fish it out is the sinking feeling 
you get when it doesn’t work 
any more. Thanks to the return 
of IP68-certified water resistance, 
the S7 can withstand a 30-minute 
dip in your local latrine.

2 All about the aperture

It’s easy to get caught up in 
megapixels when talking about 
phone cameras, so let’s not. 
The S7’s most important photo-
taking feature is its f/1.7 aperture, 
which means it can capture more 
light than any competitor. Even 
more reason to go #nofilter.

 POWER
Let’s just say the S7 is 
a ‘make the Kessel Run in 
less than 12 parsecs’ kind 
of fast. With Samsung’s 
own Exynos 8890 
processor and a whopping 
4GB RAM, it’ll leave most 
smartphones for dust.
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Over the Edge?

TESTED 
S7 EDGE

STUFF SAYS 
Don’t let the price put you off: 
the Galaxy S7 Edge is truly 
a smartphone to lust after

4 Return of the microSD

After Samsung dropped the 
microSD card slot, media hoarders 
cried: “Did we torrent every 
GOT episode for nothing?” Well, 
expandable storage is back, so 
you can add an extra 200GB 
of backstabbing to your S7.

5 Focus pocus

The other major addition to the 
camera is Dual Pixel autofocus, 
which is a complicated way of 
saying you’re much less likely to 
end up with a blurry mess. How? 
More of the pixels are working to 
ensure your image is in focus.

Samsung’s Galaxy S6 Edge was a 

masterclass in desirability. What did 

its curved screen do? Not a lot. How 

much extra would you have to pay for 

it? Around £100 on contract. Did we 

want one? Absolutely.

The same goes for the S7 Edge, but 

it’s more of its own beast this time 

around. For starters, it’s got a bigger 

5.5in display compared to the S7, which 

lends it a greater feeling of luxury.

The curve itself is also slightly more 

useful than last year. You now get an 

extra row of icons from which to text 

your mates, skip to your favourite app 

and find out what the weather’s doing. 

If you’re looking for practicality from 

the S7 Edge, battery life is where it truly 

excels. With a huge 3600mAh capacity, 

you’ll happily squeeze a working day 

and a half from this Samsung.

Generally speaking, the Edge is just 

a ridiculously nice-looking version of 

the standard S7. Owning one is still an 

indulgence. But why not treat yourself?

Screen 5.5in, 1440x2560 Processor 
Exynos 8890 Octa GPU Adreno 530 
OS Android 6.0.1 Marshmallow RAM 

4GB Storage 32GB/64GB, microSD up 

to 200GB Battery 3600mAh Cameras 
12MP f/1.7 rear, 5MP f/1.7 front 
Dimensions 151x73x7.7mm, 157g

£640 / samsung.com

S7 Edge tech specs
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S7 tech specs

Screen 5.1in, 1440x2560 Processor Exynos 8890 
Octa GPU Adreno 530 OS Android 6.0.1 Marshmallow 
RAM 4GB Storage 32GB/64GB, microSD up to 
200GB Battery 3000mAh Cameras 12MP f/1.7 
rear, 5MP f/1.7 front Extra features Fingerprint 
scanner, IP68 dust-proof and water-resistant 
Dimensions 142x70x7.9mm, 152g

If the Galaxy S7 sees Samsung resting on 
its laurels, then they must be some pretty 
snug laurels. With a better camera, 4GB of 
RAM, water-resistance and the return of 
the microSD card slot, this sets a high bar 

for smartphones in 2016 and invites the rest of the 
competition to come and have a go. Your move then, 
LG and Apple. You’d best make it a good one. 
@robleedham

STUFF SAYS 
An imperious update of our favourite 
smartphone from last year: the 
Galaxy S7 is straight up brilliant

The verdict

The scores

So you’ve probably gathered 
that we’re keen on the 
Galaxy S7. But how good 
is it, exactly? We crunched 
the numbers on every 
element of its design and 
power to give you a more 
detailed answer made from 
pure, distilled science. And 
opinion. But mostly science. 
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Focal research has led to 
the creation of a new  
breed of loudspeaker. 

Aria 900
Innovation  
Extraordinaire.

Flax Technology
Aria’s unique speaker diaphragms 

consist  of  a layer of  Flax encased 

in an ultra-thin f iberglass skin.  

This hybrid material  is  as r igid 

as Kevlar and twice as l ight  as 

tradit ional  polyglass,  making i t  an 

excellent  choice for sound qual i ty.

Performance
Aria drivers feature a new Zamak  

(zinc/aluminum/magnesium/copper) 

basket and tweeters are suspended  

using Poron, a ‘memory foam’ material  

developed for the reference Utopia range 

which reduces distortion three-fold in 

critical areas of the audio spectrum.

Choice
Choose the compact bookshelf 

906 or the f loorstanding 926.  

Both are avai lable in Walnut  

or Black High Gloss f inishes  

with real  leather front panels.  

Designed and manufactured  

in the heart  of  France. 

Visit www.focal.com to discover more. 



The TV 
is dead

Long live 
the TV

 The situation There’s no such thing as a schedule, the biggest 
shows are online and HDR is making 4K look like an old CRT. TV as 
you know it has bitten the dust, but its death marks the start of an 
exciting new era for television, with more pixels, more programmes 
and more ways to watch than ever before. It’s time to get square eyes.

Tested 
Sky Q

Best for 
Netflix

Best 
Streaming 
alternatives

Best for 
Big screens
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Future TV P
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Total 
swipeout

This panel is touch-sensitive: 
tap in the middle to play/

pause, or swipe to either side to 
fast-forward or rewind. The 

further you move your finger, 
the faster it goes. It’s 

responsive but can be 
a bit inexact.

Voice 
of reason

There’s a tiny hole just 
under the Sky logo at the top 
of the remote that houses a 

microphone. Sadly it’s not for 
a new interactive karaoke 

channel, but an as yet 
unavailable voice 
search function.

Where’s the 
thingy? SOS!

Lost your fancy new remote? 
Press the Q button on the front 

of the box and the missing 
zapper will beep so you can 
dig it out of its hiding place. 
Down the back of the sofa, 

right? It always is.

FUTURE OF TV



 The science

Tested 
Sky Q

 The situation The biggest addition to Sky’s all-conquering offering 
since Sky+, Sky Q wants to be the Sonos of TV. The Silver box (£150) is the 
hub that allows you to simultaneously watch one channel, record four others 
and stream to either two Sky Q Mini boxes, two tablets, or a mix of both. Phew. 
But upgrading to Sky Q adds to an already pricey package – is it worth it? 
We put the kettle on, kicked off our winklepickers and sat down to find out.

 The box
Sky Q’s Silver box is far more sleek 
than the previous +HD box: about 
half as tall and less plasticky, so it’ll 
fit in much more nicely alongside 
the PS4. Inside you get a 2TB hard 
drive to fill with recordings and 
downloads – that’s about 350 
hours of HD. Wi-Fi is built in and it 
needs to connect to your network 
in order to stream to the Mini 
boxes (see over the page). Our 
setup required a booster halfway 
between the router and the Silver 
due to a weak Wi-Fi signal, but once 
up and running it was as stable as 
a wired connection. The interface 
is smart and slinky enough to 
compete with Netflix.

 The remote
It might not be motion-sensitive or 
look particularly premium but the 
Sky Q Touch remote makes the 
chunky old one look positively 
antique. The circular panel under 
your thumb is used to navigate 
the menus, swiping left and right 
to move deeper or come back. 
Swipe up or down and hold to scroll 
– the longer you hold for, the faster 
it goes. It’ll control the telly as well 
as the box, so you can pretty much 
retire your TV’s remote. Every time 
you press ‘home’ it defaults to the 
Top Picks page. We’d prefer if it 
opened on the last menu you used, 
but that’s a minor gripe with what’s 
definitely a suitable upgrade.

 from £100 & £42/month / sky.com

 The app
Streaming to a tablet – and it 

only works on tablets, not phones 

– requires the Sky Q app. It mimics 

the TV interface, allowing you to 

set recordings, download shows, or 

stream live or recorded shows within 

your home. Quality and reliability are 

good, as it’s streaming over your home 

network rather than the internet like 

Sky Go. It’s easy to set up – just fire 

up the app and it’ll detect a Sky Q box. 

You only need to log in if you want to 

save recordings to the tablet.

The Sky Q Silver 

box arrives 

‘UHD-ready’ but 

unfortunately the 

shows aren’t. When 

they do arrive 

“later in 2016”, 

Sky’s 4K channels 

will cover sports, 

movies and 

entertainment. 

We asked about 

HDR and Sky said: 

“We always aim to 

offer the highest 

picture quality 

and HDR will be 

considered once 

the standards 

are finalised by 

the industry.”

Where’s 
the 4K?
WWWWWhhhhheeerrreee’’’sss 
tttthhhhheeee 44444KKKKK?????
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 The science

 The experience
‘Fluid Viewing’ is, in our opinion, a 
pretty lame marketing term, but 
the feature it promotes – allowing 
you to watch TV wherever you 
want – is very impressive. Pause 
a recording on the Silver box, pick 
up a tablet or switch to a TV with 
a Mini box attached and within 
seconds you can resume watching 
where you left off. You can even 
switch back to the main telly a bit 
later and finish watching there. 
You can only cache Sky’s own 
programmes to a tablet to watch 
offline, so you can’t take Only 
Connect with you on your 
commute, but it won’t keep 
you hanging around when you’ve 
got a train to catch. A half-hour 
episode of Alan Partridge took us 
about three minutes to download. 
Not bad at all.

 The other boxes
The multiroom-enabling Mini 
boxes are plug’n’play – all they 
need is power, a Wi-Fi (or Ethernet) 
connection and an HDMI cable 
plugged into a telly and they’re 
good to go. That means you 
can move them between TVs 
if you want to, without too much 
upheaval. Each Mini gives you 
access to everything the Silver 
box does, including the recordings 
on its hard drive, so using a Mini is 
a lot like sitting in front of your main 
telly. You can download shows to 
the Silver’s drive using a Mini or 
a tablet, but if you want to delete 
something you must use one of 
the boxes – that’s not supported 
on a tablet just yet. Picture quality 
on a Mini appears to be just as good 
as on the Silver, even without a 
direct connection to the dish. 

Sky Q creates 

its own network 

between all the 

boxes, much like 

a Sonos system 

does. That means 

it’s a separate, 

dedicated network 

just for your telly, 

so it shouldn’t be 

affected by other 

people streaming 

Netflix or playing 

Destiny while 

you’re trying to 

catch up on Mid 

Morning Matters.

Mesh net-work
MMMMeeessshhhhhh nnneeetttt--MMMMeeessshhhhhh MMMMeeessshhhhhh MMMMeeessshhhhhh MMMMeeessshhhhhh MMMMeeessshhhhhh 
wwwwooooorrrrrkkkkkknnneeetttt--nnneeetttt--nnneeetttt--nnneeetttt--nnneeetttt--

Want 
more?
For an 

in-depth 
Sky Q 

review, head  
to Stuff.tv, 

where 
we’ve got 

more space 
to go into 
every tiny 

little detail.

FUTURE OF TV

STUFF SAYS 
Undoubtedly the best TV experience you can get, 
but only true telly addicts need to dive in right now

Sky Q makes other TV platforms  look old-fashioned 
but it solves problems that, for many, probably don’t 
really exist just now. It’s not for everyone (yet), but 
that shouldn’t take away from the fact that it works 
seamlessly and could change the way you watch TV.



Please 
join the Q

The standard (non-Silver)
Sky Q box, £100, has fewer 

tuners and half the hard-drive 
space. It means you can’t stream 
to as many secondary screens, 
plus it won’t be able to receive 

4K when Sky HQ flicks 
the big switch.

Any port 
in a storm

The new Sky router only has 
two Ethernet ports on the back. 
For many that won’t matter, but 
it doesn’t give you many options 

if you want to hard-wire a 
NAS drive or powerline 

adaptors, for 
example. 

Button swoons
Mini boxes come with 

normal remotes that have 
good old-fashioned buttons 

where the touch panel would be. 
They also connect via Bluetooth, 
though, meaning you can hide 

the Mini box behind the TV 
and it’ll still work.
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 The science

 The show

 The screen 

£1200 / samsung.com
Sky Q arrives ‘UHD-ready’ but 
without any channels ready to 
actually show it. Still, that means 
having a TV that’s equally eager 
to show 4K should be top of the 
your wishlist. Samsung has plenty 
to choose from but we like the 
curved UE48JS8500 (we like 
the 55in version even more), 
which is part of its SUHD range, 
meaning colours are a little more 
colourful thanks to a thin layer 
of crystals that emit light. And it 
works: all-round picture quality is 
 up there with the best,  whether 
it’s from TV, Blu-ray or one of the 
built-in streaming apps, such as 
Netflix or Amazon Prime. 

Importantly, though, this telly 
also performs really well with 
less-than-4K sources, so even 
the few remaining standard-def 
channels won’t look like an 
expressionist painting viewed 
through a Vaseline-smeared 
window. Perhaps there’s life in 
that old DVD collection yet.

 The sound

£600 / philips.co.uk
Sky’s multiroom approach to 
TV deserves a suitably flexible 
sound system – and Philips’ 
Fidelio B5 gives you just that. 
What looks (and works) like a 
standard soundbar can be turned 
into a 4.1 surround sound system 
by detaching the two ends and 
repositioning them as separate 
wireless speakers – handy if 
you want to go from old episodes 
of Blockbusters to a Hollywood 
blockbuster and the sound needs 
a bit of a boost. 

On top of that, each end can 
be used as an individual Bluetooth 
speaker, so if you’re kicked out of 
the lounge and need to take your 
tablet into another room to watch 
the end of the football, you can 
pimp its sound by taking a bit of 
the B5 with you, while someone 
else continues to use the main bar 
attached to the telly. Genius, eh? 
You can also switch it to Music 
mode in order to make the most 
of Sky Q’s AirPlay compatibility 
or built-in Vevo app.

 The situation You don’t structure your life around the days of the 
week – you use the football fixtures. Sundays are Super; Monday nights are 
for MNF, not University Challenge, and every day between is filled with whatever 
obscure league you can find on the EPG (although you’ll probably stick on a 
movie if the only option is Scottish League Two). And when the season’s over? 
There’s cricket, kabaddi, F1, you name it. If it’s not competitive, you’ll make it so.

‘4K’ specifically 

refers to the 

number of pixels 

capable of being 

displayed on the 

screen – actually 

3840x2160, since 

you asked – but 

that’s only half the 

story. UHD (or Ultra 

High Definition) 

isn’t just about 

how many pixels 

are packed in; it 

also refers to how 

they’re shown. This 

Samsung doesn’t 

have it, but newer 

models are also 

capable of HDR 

(see p59), which 

will soon become 

standard on any 

top-end telly 

worth its remote.

Tech  48in 3840x2160 display 

689x1083x308.4mm, 19kg 
(with stand)  HMDI x4, USB x3

Stuff says 

Tech 210W  70x1035x156mm, 
4.2kg HDMI x3, Bluetooth, 
wireless subwoofer

Stuff says 

NOW 
ADD 
THIS

BEST FOR 
Sky Q

4KSamsung 
UE48JS8500 Philips Fidelio B5

iPad Air 2
Sky Q’s got 12 tuners and you can use two of them to stream to tablets elsewhere in the 
house. If you’re going to do that, you might as well use the best tablet on the market, which 
is Apple’s iPad Air 2. It’s thinner and lighter, so your wrists won’t ache from holding it for 
a whole episode of Premier League Years. Oh for the days of those baggy ’90s shirts.
from £400 / apple.com

HD-ahhh 
It’ll also 
support 

HDR (after 
a firmware 
update) so  

you can 
make the 

most of 
the built-in 

Amazon 
and Netflix 

apps.

( I
m

ag
e 

Sk
y 

UK
 )

Appy days 
The old 

Sky+ app 
still works 

with Sky Q. 
If you’ve 
set up 
remote 
record, 

it should 
switch over 
to your new 

viewing 
card by 

itself when 
you have 

Sky Q 
installed.

Super Sunday
BT Sport might’ve stolen the 

Champions League but Sky still 
holds the lion’s share of Premier 

League games, not to mention the 
Championship, La Liga and, for the 

football hipsters, the Eredivisie. Super 
Sunday is its crown jewel, showing 

up to three top-flight games 
back to back, to watch while 

you eat your roast. 

FUTURE OF TV



Grab and go
The two ends of the 

Fidelio B5’s soundbar 
automatically switch to 

wireless mode when detached, 
so there’s no need to fiddle 

around with confusing menus, 
and you can switch to 

surround sound in 
moments.

Pro 
zapper

A standard remote 
wouldn’t really do for a TV of 
this talent, so it comes with a 

fancy one. An on-screen pointer 
activates when your thumb is 

rested on the right button, 
while holding down the 

‘Extra’ key brings up 
the EPG.
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 Ex Machina
Alex Garland’s directorial debut, 
which tells the tale of a humanoid 
AI trying to pass the Turing test, 
was one of Stuff’s favourite films 
of 2015. An Oscar winner for best 
visual effects, Ex Machina turns 
Alicia Vikander into a robot called 
Ava and puts her in front of coder 
Caleb (Domhnall Gleeson) in an 
attempt to convince him she’s 
human, despite much visual 
evidence to the contrary.

 11.22.63
Mid-’90s Nicholas Lyndhurst 
vehicle Goodnight Sweetheart 
isn’t remembered too fondly by 
many but, if 11.22.63 is anything 
to go by, Stephen King was a fan. 
This adaptation of the author’s 
2011 novel stars James Franco as 
a man gone back in time to stop 
the assassination of JFK… but he 
gets quite attached to his Mad 
Men meets The Man In The High 
Castle lifestyle. 

 Billions
Despite being officially the most 
boring subject on the planet, the 
world of finance is hotter than 
napalm on toast as far as 
Hollywood’s concerned. There 
was The Wolf Of Wall Street, The 
Big Short, and now Billions – a 
drama set in the New York stock 
exchange, with Paul Giamatti 
going after hedge funder Damian 
Lewis. Includes sex, speedboats 
and guns to keep you interested.

5 THINGS 
TO WATCH 

on Sky
 The situation If it’s blockbuster movies and 

big-name TV shows you want, Sky’s mammoth catalogue 
(some of it also available via a Now TV subscription) is 
exhaustive but ever-changing. But with so many channels 
contributing, there’s always something new just around the 
corner. Here’s Stuff ’s pick of the current and the not far off... 

With George RR Martin taking his sweet time over the next book, series six of 

GOT will be ahead of the written version for the first time since it began five years 

ago. The lack of finished source material means it will take some elements of existing 

books but will be mostly made up of original storylines informed by conversations 

the show’s writers have had with Martin, which should stop them going off-piste 

and adding in any space travel, mime or twerking sloths. Shame.

 Game Of Thrones S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6

 THE JINX 
While Making A Murderer’s 

Steven Avery was a poor outsider 

on the fringes of society, The 
Jinx is the true story of New 

York property heir Robert Durst, 

a man suspected of multiple 

killings across the US but never 

convicted. After contacting 

filmmaker Andrew Jarecki and 

offering to tell his side of the 

story, Durst tries to “set the 

record straight” – but some 

clever detective work by Jarecki 

and his team casts serious doubt 

on his version of events. 

Tom Wiggins Deputy Editor

I CAN’T 
STOP 

WATCHING

For fans of...
Blade Runner, Moon, Her

For fans of...
The Wolf Of Wall Street

For fans of...
The Man In The High Castle
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Changing 
rooms

The Kubik One is available 
with three standard outfits: red, 
white or black. But if your room 
looks like Laurence Llewelyn-
Bowen has been at it, more 

extravagant colours are 
available: purple or lime 

green, perhaps?

Adjust 
your set

A bit of fine-tuning is 
needed (we toned down 
brightness and turned on 

‘smooth’ processing) to get the 
LG to its best, but needless to 
say it’s worth it. You’ll need a 

sharp pencil to follow the 
pristine lines on 4K 

video. 

FUTURE OF TV



Watch out 
Download 
JustWatch 

(£free / 
iOS, 

Android), 
tap in what 

you’re 
looking for 
and it’ll tell 
you where 
you can 
watch it, 

whether it’s 
streaming 
on Netflix 

or Amazon, 
or available 

to buy or 
rent on 
iTunes.

 The science

 The show S1 S2

 The screen 

£3600 / lg.com
While it might seem like overkill 
to drop that much on something 
to watch your £10-a-month, 
all-you-can-eat TV shows on, 
LG’s 65EF950V is just about the 
most cutting-edge TV you can 
get right now – and doesn’t 
that seem fitting for the future 
of television?

Everybody knows that 4K and 
OLED are the televisual equivalent 
of sausage and mash – great on 
their own but so much better when 
working as a team – and LG’s latest 
65-incher improves the dish even 
further by adding a generous dollop 
of HDR ketchup.

Netflix reckons HDR (see left) 
is going to be an even bigger deal 
than 4K, and you’ll start seeing 
it pop up in its shows this year 
(Amazon Prime Video already 
started back in July with orchestral 
comedy Mozart In The Jungle), 
so this telly will ensure you’re 
ready when the revolution arrives. 
Turns out it will be televised 
after all.

 The sound

£800 / dali-speakers.com
The Kubik One is the Lionel Messi 
of soundbars. Or, because Dali 
is Danish, maybe that should be 
the Christian Eriksen. Soundbars 
tend to be anonymous-looking 
black boxes that sit under your 
telly and (hopefully) go unnoticed, 
but the Kubik One is keen to take 
the plaudits it deserves. 

Behind its scarlet/green/purple 
facade (choose whichever of 
the nine available finishes is the 
best match for your curtains) 
you’ll find  100W of audio muscle 
that’ll ping sound around your 
room like Eriksen pings passes: 
with purpose, accuracy and 
spot-on timing. 

Dali’s hi-fi heritage means the 
Kubik One is just as comfortable 
with music as it is with sound 
effects, so you could even use 
it as a stereo when there’s nothing 
on telly. So it’s just as well it 
handles hi-res audio files up to 
24-bit/96kHz and has Bluetooth 
built in for streaming from your 
phone, isn’t it? 

 The situation You have no respect for scheduling and you won’t wait 
seven days for another episode of whatever show you’re hooked on this week. 
You want 4K and HDR but you’re not fussed about football so BT’s no good, 
and you’re not willing to wait for the Beeb or Sky to turn on their ultra HD 
channels. You’re an apostle of streaming, you’ve got a decent connection 
and you’re not afraid to use it. Here’s what you need to make the most of it.

HDR stands for 

High Dynamic 

Range. You’ve 

probably seen 

a button for it 

on your phone’s 

camera. It ensures 

exposure is even 

throughout a 

frame, so you don’t 

get bits that are 

completely over-

exposed while 

leaving others 

gloomier than a 

goth’s birthday 

party. When used 

incorrectly it can 

make things look 

artificial, but in the 

right hands you’ll 

see detail in the 

darkness that 

just wasn’t 

possible before.

Tech  65in 3840x2160 OLED 

 1450x883x236mm, 24.5kg 

(with stand)  USB x3, HDMI x3

Stuff says 

Tech  100W  162x980x102mm, 

9.6kg  Bluetooth, USB, optical 

digital, microUSB 

Stuff says 

NOW 
ADD 
THIS

BEST FOR 
Netflix

HDR

Daredevil
Give the 4K and HDR a 

workout with series two of 
Daredevil – the blind lawyer by day 
and blind superhero by night. While 
Marvel’s Technicolor creations often 
have all the depth of a page in the 
comic book they come from, the 
juxtaposition of Daredevil’s job 

and vigilantism makes for 
a more intriguing tale.

Dali Kubik OneLG 65EF950V

Amp 
fiddler 
The Kubik 
One’s amp 
is split into 
four 25W 
channels 
and 
controls 
the sub 
separately 
to the 
tweeters.

Apple Watch
Netflix’s habit of autoplaying the next episode makes it dangerously easy to wallow in 
front of the telly for hours, potentially days. To prevent you becoming at one with your 

sofa, your Apple Watch will remind you when you’ve been sedentary for too long 
and remind you to stand up for a bit, even if it is to just restock the popcorn.

from £300 / apple.com
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 The situation It’s not all Breaking Bad and House Of 
Cards on Netflix (although if you haven’t seen them – where 
have you been?). Lurking beyond the algo-recommendations 
and the headline shows are some of the most mindblowing 
documentaries, addictive TV programmes and must-watch 
films available.

10 THINGS 
TO WATCH 

 on Netflix

The show that proved Netflix could compete with the established TV companies 

when it came to must-see exclusives returns – and Frank Underwood doesn’t 

appear to have mellowed. His rise to power is still on track in Season 4, and if the 

teaser is anything to go by – it shows him posing for photos over what’s clearly 

supposed to look like a shallow grave – he’s still not afraid to take drastic action to 

get what he wants. As usual the whole series will hit Netflix at once, so you can 

binge yourself silly and have nothing else to talk about for the next few weeks.

 House Of Cards S1 S2 S3 S4
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 No Country 
For Old Men
Netflix is often accused of lacking 
when it comes to films, but its 
trio of Coen brothers movies are 
essential viewing. There’s Fargo, 
Miller’s Crossing and 2007’s 
modern classic No Country 
For Old Men. There are strong 
performances from Josh Brolin, 
Kelly Macdonald and Tommy Lee 
Jones, but most memorable is 
Javier Bardem as philosophising 
slaughterer Anton Chigurh.

 The Raid 2
Some people think the first film 
was barely more sophisticated 
than a heavily armed reimagining 
of Donkey Kong. The sequel is 
still a little flimsy but it manages 
to take the action up a notch, 
with the camera crashing through 
windows almost as much as the 
punchbag actors themselves. 
The fight scene within a car as 
it’s chased through the streets of 
Jakarta is worth the subscription 
price alone.

 Call Me Lucky
For years Barry Crimmins was an 
unusually politically aware stand-
up in the same vein as Bill Hicks 
or Lenny Bruce – fearless, angry 
and bloody hilarious. But after 
an on-stage revelation he leads 
a campaign against online child 
pornography that ends up with 
Crimmins addressing the Senate 
on what he’s unearthed in the 
darkest corners of AOL chat-
rooms. Call Me Lucky is his 
distressingly personal story.

 Fargo
Not to be confused with the 
Coen brothers film that inspired 
its winning blend of dark deeds, 
intricate plotting, looming dread 
and comic ‘Minnesota nice’ 
dialogue – this is another series 
that begs to be binge-watched. 
Martin Freeman, Colin Hanks and 
Allison Tolman are all residents of 
the snowbound town, but it’s Billy 
Bob Thornton, oozing menace as 
drifter Lorne Malvo, who lingers 
longest in the memory.

 Louis Theroux’s 
Weird Weekends
Before he met the likes of Jimmy 
Savile, Paul Daniels and Max 
Clifford, Theroux specialised 
in interviewing and often living 
with what you could politely call 
‘controversial’ groups. Over three 
BBC series he hangs out with 
porn stars, wrestlers, hardline 
Christians, UFO watchers and 
more. This is brilliant stuff: funny, 
troubling and regularly moving.

 The House I Live In
Eugene Jarecki (brother of 
The Jinx’s Andrew) is behind 
this documentary on how the 
so-called ‘War on Drugs’ has 
failed and is used as a tool to 
keep huge sections of American 
society under control and keep 
whole towns in employment. 
What sounds drier than a desert 
of muesli has been brilliantly put 
together, including interviews 
with David ‘The Wire’ Simon.

 Battlestar 
Galactica
As epic small-screen sci-fi goes, 
Battlestar Galactica is light years 
ahead. It’s vast in every sense, 
spanning years in the lives of 
the crew, leaping about from 
star system to star system and 
lasting for 75 episodes, of which 
two are films. It also covers such 
themes as trust, religion, death, 
self-worth, addiction, love and 
what it means to be human.

 The Look 
Of Silence
In this companion piece to Bafta 
winner The Act Of Killing, director 
Joshua Oppenheimer returns 
to Indonesia to confront the 
perpetrators of countless brutal 
killings that occurred in the mid 
’60s, focusing on the death of 
a man called Ramli. Most of the 
film’s crew remain anonymous 
for fear of repercussions. 
Staggeringly brave filmmaking.

THE LEAGUE  
Fantasy football doesn’t sound ripe for the sitcom treatment, especially when you take 

into account that the football being referred to is that silly American version with very 

little foot-to-ball action, but you soon realise that sport in The League is just a vehicle for 

hilariously OTT, non-PC sledging. The characters are so likeable, and so outrageous, that 

even the odd episode that isn’t an all-out banger is still a chucklesome pleasure.  
Tom Parsons Deputy Online Editor

I CAN’T 
STOP 

WATCHING

For fans of...
There Will Be Blood, True Detective

For fans of...
Going Clear, Werner Herzog’s docs

For fans of...
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

For fans of...
The Wire, Into The Abyss

For fans of...
Capturing The Friedmans

For fans of...
Babylon 5, Mass Effect, Ascension

For fans of...
Fortitude, The Killing

For fans of...
The Act Of Killing, Citizenfour

61

FUTURE OF TV



62

 One

£4.99/month 
/ mubi.com
If Netflix is a 
500-screen 
multiplex, Mubi is 
a cool indie cinema 
with a nice bar and 
gourmet nachos. 
Netflix has over 
30,000 titles in its 
media library; Mubi 
has just 30. The list 
remains that size 
but a new film is 
swapped in each 
day. The quality 
is high: everything’s 
worth watching, and 
major blockbusters 
sit among the more 
artful selections. 
The app works with 
Chromecast, Apple 
TV, consoles and 
smart TVs, and 
there’s even an 
Apple Watch app 
for picking films 
(not for watching 
on your wrist). 

 Two

US$5/month 
/ indieflix.com
Indieflix sells itself 
as a selection of 
independent films, 
especially short 
films, but beyond 
the artful two-to-
20-minute pieces 
it’s a nostalgic 
VHS bargain bin 
full of low-budget 
grindhouse films 
like Laser Mission 
and Midnight Cop. 
So you might find 
it a little niche, but 
you could always 
just use the free 
one-month trial 
to enjoy some 
Hasselhoff 
(below). Indieflix 
has an iOS app that 
doesn’t support 
Chromecast or 
offline viewing, but 
you can easily big-
screen it via Roku 
or an Xbox 360. 

 Three

from £1.89/show 
/ store.bbc.com
People talk as 
if Netflix and 
Amazon were doing 
something new 
by making high-
quality new series, 
but the Beeb’s 
been at it for 
decades. The 
BBC Store has 
over 7000 hours 
of some of the 
broadcaster’s 
greatest hits 
available. 
Purchases are 
added to a new 
section in the 
iPlayer app and 
prices are decent: 
full series of genre-
defining comedies 
like The Thick Of 
It are available for 
£3.99, and lavish 
dramas like War & 
Peace and Parade’s 
End go for £6-£10. 

 Four

£4.99/month 
/ player.bfi.org.uk
If Mubi is a gateway 
to the mind-
expanding delights 
of ‘proper’ cinema, 
the excellent BFI 
Player+ will turn 
you into a full-
blown film freak. 
The selection 
is unashamedly 
artistic: recent 
additions include 
Icelandic comedy 
drama Rams and 
acclaimed indie 
James White. The 
BFI’s selection is 
a masterclass in 
curation, but the 
flipside is that it’s 
not as easy to use 
as Mubi – the app’s 
clunky, and there’s 
no support for 
Chromecast, Roku 
or Amazon Fire TV, 
so you’ll have to 
hook up a laptop.

 Five

from £17.99/
month / 
odeon.co.uk
Another alternative 
to sitting on your 
sofa watching an 
endless supply 
of entertainment 
is the cinema. 
Odeon’s new 
membership 
service is more 
expensive than 
Netflix, and you 
have to change out 
of your pyjamas, 
but you can’t argue 
with the selection 
of films – or the 
screen size. Rival 
chain Cineworld 
also runs an 
Unlimited scheme 
for £16.90 a month, 
and Picturehouse 
membership 
(from £45) offers 
free tickets and 
preview screenings.

Mubi Indiefl ix BBC Store BFI Player+ Odeon 
Limitless

BEST FOR 
Streaming 

alternatives
 The situation Sure, you could spend the next decade systematically 

watching everything on Netflix, but with TVs becoming smarter, it’s easier than 
ever to broaden what you watch. From classic TV shows to art-house films 
to popcorn-crunching blockbusters, a monthly subscription is the new way to 
make sure you’re never anything less than fully entertained.

Stuff says Stuff says  Stuff says Stuff says Stuff says 

 What to watch
Clerks 
This sums up the 
kind of film you get 
on Mubi: it’s black 
and white and critics 
like it – but you’ll find 
it’s easy to get into.

 What to watch
Bail Out
Rotten Tomatoes 
reviews include the 
phrase “garbage, 
but… the good kind 
of garbage” in this 
Hasselhoff flick.

 What to watch
The Hour
At £7.99 for each of 
its series, this drama 
about TV journalists 
uncovering 
corruption in the 
’50s is great value. 

 What to watch
Rams
A story about sheep-
farming brothers 
who haven’t spoken 
for decades mixes 
big landscapes with 
extra-dry humour.

 What to watch
Captain America: 
Civil War
If you’re not into 
the Mubi and BFI 
catalogues, how 
about two and a half 
hours of Marvel?

It’s got a 
great (Chrome)cast

If you use Google’s nifty £30 
dongle to send movies to your TV 
then an in-app Cast button – as 

found in the BBC iPlayer, Netflix and 
Mubi apps – is very convenient. 
If the service doesn’t have one, 

install the Google Cast 
extension in Chrome.

FUTURE OF TV
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Carry 
the cans

The Media 4 might lack 
HDMI but it does have NFC for 
easily pairing suitably equipped 
phones. You won’t have to mess 
around for hours with different 

sound modes either – it 
doesn’t have any. 

Simple!

Scrubbed 
up hub

Despite the price, the J6300 
doesn’t scrimp on features. It’s 

got Samsung’s redesigned Smart 
Hub, which pops up a row of 

icons. It’s quick and simple, and 
doesn’t get in the way of 

what you’re watching.

FUTURE OF TV



 The show
 The science

 The screen 

£540 / samsung.com
Spending less than £600 on a 
telly used to get you a fat plasticky 
surround, lack of screen real estate 
and a dearth of HDMI ports – but 
times have changed. In 2016, for 
just under £550 you can get this 
snazzy Samsung. 

It’s not OLED or 4K but it 
is curved, so it looks like it cost 
nearly double that. At 48in it’s just 
big enough to be totally immersive 
with the lights off and a movie on, 
plus it means the pixels don’t get 
spread too thinly. Picture quality 
can’t compete with a 4K set, 
obviously, but you can’t beat 
it for a Full HD TV, with excellent 
detail, sharpness and contrast 
across the board. 

The curve narrows viewing 
angles a little, but if that really 
puts you off, Panasonic’s 
nearly-as-good and much 
flatter TX-50CS520 can be 
had for a similar price. Oh, and 
if you’re counting HDMI ports, the 
Samsung’s got four (plus 3 USBs).

 The situation You don’t really watch enough TV to warrant a monthly 
subscription, but when you do actually tune in you want it to look good… 
although it doesn’t need to be 4K-good. That also goes for the TV itself. 
It needs to be as eyecatching when it’s turned off as when it’s on. But the 
main consideration is cost. The whole lot should come in under £1000, ideally 
with enough left over for the odd film rental or Now TV day pass. 

Some people 

dismiss curved 

screens as a 

marketing gimmick 

designed to make 

you upgrade your 

TV before time; 

others like the 

way it provides a 

more uniform focal 

distance across 

the whole screen 

because the edges 

curve inwards, 

claiming it offers 

a more immersive 

watch. The truth? 

It’s probably 

somewhere 

in between, 

depending on 

who’s watching. 

Budge over a bit, 

you’re hogging 

the sweet spot. 

Tech 48in 1920x1080 display 

 628x1082x310mm, 12.3kg (with 

stand)  HDMI x4, USB x3

Stuff says 

Tech  100W 1000x90x142mm, 

4.6kg (height including feet 

105mm)  Bluetooth

Stuff says 

NOW 
ADD 
THIS

BEST FOR 
Budget

CurvedCCCCuuurrrvvveeedddd

Planet Earth II
10 years after the first series, 

Sir David Attenborough returns to 
his home planet to examine our 

world in his trademark hushed tones, 
using drones, remote recording and 
4K cameras (time to launch a UHD 
channel to show it on, eh, Auntie?). 

However you watch it, expect 
plenty of awe-inspiring 

animal action.

Q Acoustics Media 4Samsung 
UE48J6300

Roku 2
If you’d rather pick and choose your sources than take out a long-term subscription, a 

Roku 2 is the number one box. It’ll let you access Amazon and Netflix, all the terrestrial 
catch-up services (except ITV, but who wants to watch Britain’s Busiest Bus Drivers 

anyway?) and even dip into Sky’s Now TV, on the odd occasion that your team’s on TV.
£70 / roku.com

 The sound

£330 / qacoustics.co.uk
Despite its relatively bargain price, 
we’d recommend the Q Acoustics 
M4 to someone on almost any 
budget. In terms of value for 
money, it’s a stonker. What you 
don’t get in bells and whistles 
(there’s an optical input, AptX 
Bluetooth, analogue connections 
and that’s about it), it makes up for 
in talent. The Quality Street shape 
is to accommodate a trapezoid 
driver  in between the two regular 
ones,  which does the job of 
subwoofer, so you don’t need 
a separate box sitting on the 
floor – odd but effective. 

The M4 is powerful yet precise, 
the bass handled with authority 
and without stepping on the 
dialogue’s toes. Sure, it won’t 
surround you as well as a more 
expensive soundbar or proper 
5.1 package, but it still sounds 
exciting and engrossing without 
taking up anywhere near as much 
space. For a room that’s a lounge 
first and a cinema second, an M4 
is an ideal solution.

Wide for 
sound 
The M4’s
drivers are 
designed 
to disperse 
the sound 
over a wider 
area, so the 
sweet spot 
isn’t the 
size of a 
grapefruit.

Tuning up 
The J6300 
comes with 
a Freeview 
HD tuner 
built in, so 
as long as 
terrestrial 
channels 

are enough 
for you and 
you’re not 

fussed 
about 

recording, 
you’ve got 

all you need 
in the box, 
no extras 
required.
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 The situation Amazon might lack a show with 
quite the same reputation as House Of Cards, but there’s 
still plenty on there that you might have missed the first 
time round. What it possibly lacks in its own exclusive 
bingeable telly it more than makes up for with stacks 
of underrated movies and under-the-radar TV shows.

10 THINGS 
TO WATCH 
on Amazon

Young English squaddie Gary Hook (the excellent Jack O’Connell) is deployed 

to Northern Ireland a year before the events of Bloody Sunday. Hook soon finds 

himself alone in hostile territory when a routine house search goes awry. With only 

the shadows for company, his search for safety leads him to a young streetfighter 

who teaches Hook just how out of his depth he is. ’71 is more than just good versus 

bad; it shows yet again that when it comes to war there are rarely any real winners.  

 ’71
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 Halt And Catch Fire
Before Silicon Valley there was 
Silicon Prairie, Texas, where much 
of the technological innovation of 
the ’80s took place. These days 
it’s home to offices for Huawei 
and Match.com but back then 
it was the scene of the PC 
revolution. A continuation of the 
show’s upward trajectory in the 
upcoming third series should see 
it mentioned in the same breath 
as Mr Robot, Amazon’s other 
highly rated tech-focused show. 

 Amores Perros
Before director Alejandro 
Gonzalez Inarritu became a 
heavy hitter in Hollywood (he’s 
responsible for The Revenant 
and Birdman) he made his first 
feature film, Amores Perros, in 
his native Mexico. Three separate 
stories collide in bone-crunching 
fashion in Mexico City, with the 
film demonstrating skills far 
beyond most first-time directors. 
It also put Gael Garcia Bernal well 
and truly on Hollywood’s radar.

 Animal Kingdom
Brace yourself for two hours with 
the Cody family – Melbourne’s 
answer to the Corleones. Their 
crime of choice is armed robbery 
but things get complicated when 
17-year-old J comes to stay after 
his mother dies of an overdose. 
With a towering performance by 
Jacki Weaver as the matriarch 
and Ben Mendelsohn as eldest 
son Pope, this is arguably the 
best movie about organised 
crime since The Departed. 

 Rampart
Woody Harrelson coasts through 
a lot of movies, but occasionally 
he pulls an Oscar-worthy 
performance out of the bag. 
He shines in this Bad Lieutenant-
esque story of a crooked cop 
being kept on his toes by unusually 
close inspection in the wake of 
a corruption scandal. Perhaps 
the biggest surprise of Amazon 
Instant Video’s catalogue, it 
proves that Harrelson’s turn 
in True Detective wasn’t a fluke.

 Sightseers
Ben Wheatley made his name 
with gritty, none-more-British 
thrillers such as Down Terrace, 
Kill List and, recently, High-Rise. 
Sightseers combines his gore-
lust with unmistakably patriotic 
humour. A young couple’s tour 
of the north’s finest sights (such 
as the Pencil Museum in Keswick) 
descends into a very civilised 
murderous rampage. It’s hilarious, 
horrific, sometimes both at once.

 The X-Files
The new series of The X-Files 
recently started on Channel 5, 
and if you don’t rewatch the 
originals, you won’t have a proper 
opinion to air on Twitter. It’ll take 
over 150 hours but you’ll meet 
some old friends: the stretchy, 
yellow-eyed cannibal, That Guy 
Who Wouldn’t Be Allowed To 
Smoke In All Those Places These 
Days, and – most memorable of 
all – Scully’s enormous coats.

 Wolf Creek
Yet more proof that Aussie cinema 
is about more than Mick Dundee, 
Wolf Creek introduces a far nastier 
Mick (John Jarratt) who offers to 
help a trio of teens with car trouble 
in the Outback. It would be a 
predictable, clichéd horror movie 
if Mick Taylor wasn’t so terrifyingly 
deranged and it hadn’t been shot 
with such rare beauty for a film 
that descends into such depravity. 
Not for the fluttery-hearted.

 Sneaky Pete
After a successful pilot, Amazon’s 
Sneaky Pete is on for a full series. 
Ex-con Marius (Giovanni Ribisi) 
poses as his old cellmate Pete to 
swindle Pete’s grandparents out 
of $100k to pay off a debt. The 
problem is Pete’s relatives run a 
bail bonds business, meaning he 
ends up mixing with people who 
could expose him. Co-created by 
Bryan ‘Heisenberg’ Cranston, who 
knows a bit about double lives.

THE FALL  
Where lesser crime shows try to keep you guessing about the identity of the serial killer, 

The Fall tells you who he is right at the beginning. This doesn’t make things any less tense – 

quite the opposite, in fact, because it means every scene in which he’s at work or with his 

family is loaded with creepy double meaning. It’s superbly written and filmed, and the two 

leads – Gillian Anderson and Jamie Dornan – will act the pixels right off your TV screen. 

Will Dunn Editor

I CAN’T 
STOP 

WATCHING

For fans of...
Mr Robot, Steve Jobs

For fans of...
Four Lions, Withnail And I

For fans of...
21 Grams, Crash, Traffic

For fans of...
Fringe, Lost, Supernatural

For fans of...
The Sopranos, Gomorrah

For fans of...
The Texas Chain Saw Massacre

For fans of...
Bad Lieutenant, The Shield

For fans of...
Breaking Bad, Dexter
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 The show

 The science

 The screen 

£8800 / sony.co.uk
OK, it’s not a screen as such, but 
if you want to go really big there’s 
no substitute for a projector 
– and Sony’s snappily named 
 VPL-VW520ES is the daddy.  
It literally sets the standard for 
a living room multiplex as the only 
projector you can buy that backs 
both 4K and HDR. In other words, 
it’s more futureproofed than a 
career in time-machine repair, 
which is probably just as well 
considering the price. Feed it 
some 4K footage and everything 
just jumps off the screen, with 
detail and depth in even the most 
insignificant parts of each scene. 
Take HDR out of the picture and 
edges are pin-sharp, colours bask 
in realism and contrast is dramatic 
yet nuanced. It’s as good as any 4K 
TV performance we’ve seen, and 
the size of the projected picture 
(100 inches in our case, although 
anything up to 300 is possible) 
makes it all the more impressive. 
At this point it’s as cutting-edge 
as projectors come.

 The sound

£1500 / monitoraudio.co.uk
If you’ve got space for a projector 
and 100in+ screen, you’ve probably 
got space for more than a soundbar 
when it comes to the audio side of 
your setup. Monitor Audio’s Bronze 
B5 AV is a 5.1 system that’s almost 
groaning under the weight of What 
Hi-Fi? Awards that it’s won – and 
that’s no surprise. The B5 package 
has been the lucky recipient of tech 
from higher up Monitor Audio’s 
range, which only makes it more 
appealing. While the design is 
pretty traditional, it’s beautifully 
finished and not too imposing. 
Sit down in front of a film and the 
B5 will swallow you up in sound, 
but doesn’t bludgeon you with it. 
Everything sounds expressive and 
well organised but it’s also powerful 
and rhythmic when necessary – a 
terrifically accomplished all-rounder. 
With this system plugged in and 
a movie on, you could almost get 
away with sticking a homemade 
Odeon sign on the front door. 

 The situation As far as you’re concerned, walls aren’t for hanging 
pictures and paintings on; they’re not even for holding ceilings up. No, walls 
are for beaming flickering images onto as big as you possibly can. You’re not 
messing around with small screens and weak sound. In fact, you’re so serious 
about movies you might as well have someone collecting tickets at the front 
door and have hideously overpriced popcorn for sale in the kitchen.

In a hopeful bid to 

extend the life of 

physical formats, 

Ultra HD Blu-ray 

players are due to 

go on sale soon 

from the likes of 

Samsung and 

Panasonic, with 

films such as 

Kingsman and 

Sicario available 

to play on them. 

If your broadband 

service struggles 

to cope with 

streaming 1080p, 

this might be a 

better option… or, 

alternatively, a 

good excuse to find 

a new broadband 

supplier, or move 

a bit closer to 

civilisation.

Tech 4096x2160px (up to 300in) 

 19.5x49.6x46.4cm, 14kg 

HDMI x2 3D

Stuff says 

Tech  Various sizes, from 
5.6kg central speaker to 12.9kg 
subwoofer  5.1 surround sound

Stuff says 

NOW 
ADD 
THIS

BEST FOR 
Big screens

Ultra HD 
Blu-ray

UUUUUllllltttttrrraaa HHHHHDDDDD 
BBBBBllllluuuu-rrrraaaayyyyyy

Mad Max: 
Fury Road

George Miller’s multiple 
Oscar-winning sequel is one of 

the first films to be released on Ultra 
HD Blu-ray (see below) – and what a 
stonker it is. The dystopian desert 
world that Max barrels through is 
brilliantly realised and will look all 
the better with those extra pixels 

to play with, particularly 
blown up big.

Sony VPL-VW520ES Monitor Audio 
Bronze B5 AV

A screen
If you’re going to spend the cost of a half-decent car on a projector, you’ll need 
something to beam the picture onto. No, next door’s garage won’t do. If you’ve got 
a dedicated room for the projector you can go for a permanent one, otherwise a roll-up 
probably makes more sense. Also consider the aspect ratio. If you watch mainly films, 
go for 21:9, if it’s for TV too then 16:9 might be a better bet.

Wide load 
Tipping the 
scales at a 
hefty 14kg, 

the Sony is a 
true cinema 

heavyweight, 
with an eye-
impressing  
300,000:1 

contrast ratio 
to boot.

Plane 
crazy 

The drivers 
inside 
the B5 

speakers 
are made 
of C-CAM, 
a material 
originally 

developed 
for jet 

engines, so 
you’ve got 
no excuse 

for not 
turning it up 

nice and 
loud, have 

you?

FUTURE OF TV



Shift 
of power

A powered lens means 
measuring up your picture 

doesn’t require turning dials to 
your wits’ end. Just press the 
shift, focus and zoom buttons 

on the backlit-on-demand 
remote and you’ll be up 

and running in 
minutes.

Glowing 
to the movies

The Sony boasts an 
impressive 6000-hour lamp 

life, which is roughly enough to 
support a film-a-day habit for a 
decade, or 550 runs of the Lord 

Of The Rings trilogy, if you 
really want to put yourself 

through that.
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 The situation For many people the idea of sitting down to watch a 3D movie at home 
is only marginally more appealing than stringing a steel wire between two 110-storey buildings 
and trying to walk across it. But then Robert Zemeckis’s The Walk is the rarest of beasts: a great 
film that’s actually improved by watching it in 3D. So before you chuck your extra-dimensional telly 
onto the scrap heap, read this: Stuff spoke to the film’s visual effects supervisor, Kevin Baillie, to 
find out what makes it a movie that’s actually worth digging out the 3D specs for.

LEGAL HIGHS 
How The Walk proves

3D TV isn’t dead yet

“There are movies 
out there in 3D 
that shouldn’t be, 
because it doesn’t 
add anything to the 
story,” says Baillie. 
“The Walk had to be 
3D, and should be 
seen in 3D, because 
that’s part of the 
story that Bob 
Zemeckis wanted 
to tell.” That story 
is of Philippe Petit, 
a French street 
performer who 
walked between the 
twin towers of New 
York’s World Trade 
Center in 1974. The 
CGI-assisted scenes 
of Petit’s stunt high 
above the Manhattan 
streets are thrillingly 
vertigo-inducing, so 
adding an extra layer 
was a no-brainer. 

Before Zemeckis 
(above) and his team 
started shooting The 
Walk they laid out a 
host of ground rules 
for shooting good 
3D. “Bob and Dariusz 
Wolski [The Walk’s 
cinematographer] 
figured out what kind 
of shots would help 
create a sense of 
vertigo,” says Baillie. 
“If you just move the 
camera out over the 
ledge and reveal the 
void below, that really 
does it. Long shots 
help, too. Most 
movies have 
between 2000 and 
2500 cuts but The 
Walk only has 826. 
The longer the shots 
are, the more your 
eye gets to explore 
the frame.” 

“When you shoot in native 3D it’s like you’re 
force-feeding reality into people’s brains,” says 
Baillie. “We shot in 2D but used very deliberate 
3D-filmmaking choices, so the movie conveys 
a sense of depth really well in 2D but it also gave 
us a great foundation for making amazing 3D, 
without having to punch the audience in the face 
with it. If our camera movements, lighting and 
shot design sell the depth on their own, taking 
it into a 3D world is only going to be sweeter and 
we can dial in the 3D on a shot-by-shot basis.”

Not only does a large 
chunk of The Walk 
take place at the top 
of two buildings that 
no longer exist – it 
also happens above 
a city that’s changed 
drastically over 
the past 40 years. 
The solution? Build 
a full 3D model 
of New York in 
a 12-block radius. 
“We modelled every 
rain gutter and every 
air-conditioning unit,” 
Baillie explains. “If you 
look at the rooftops 
you can see the little 
spinning fans, and if 
you went down to 
street level you’d see 
hotdog sellers and 
even period-accurate 
papers on the 
newsstands.” 

“Even though we 
were shooting in 2D, 
everybody knew 
what they had to do 
to make good 3D,” 
adds Baillie. “As part 
of the research I took 
a helicopter ride over 
Manhattan and shot 
photographs out of 
the side. I remember 
the moment we first 
hovered over where 
the towers used to 
be, exactly where 
Philippe did his walk 
1400 feet above the 
ground, and being 
utterly terrified by 
the height. It was like 
looking at a piece of 
art on the wall that 
was threatening to 
kill me. That setting 
alone lends itself to 
being amazing in 3D 
without having to pull 
off any special tricks.”

 
Choose the
right tale

 
Don’t shoot in 3D

 
Lay down 
the law

 
Prep properly

 
Build a 
believable 
world

Stuff says...
The Walk isn’t just a 

showcase for Baillie’s CGI 
skills. In our four-star review we 
said it “has moments that are as 
tense as the wire Petit walks on”, 

so even if you can’t see it in 
3D it’s well worth a watch. 

Just don’t look down.
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For a film that spends 
a significant portion 
of time in the clouds, 
it’s apt that The Walk 
is one of the first to 
use cloud computing 
to create the visual 
effects. Rather than 
building an expensive 
data centre, Baillie 
and his team used 
software called 
Conductor. “It allows 
artists to create 
a very lightweight 
representation of 
a scene, with a little 
icon for your camera 
and a little icon for 
your lights,” explains 
Baillie. “Instead of 
waiting one or two 
days for a local render 
farm to show you the 
result of moving a 
light 10 feet to the 
left, you might only 
wait two hours.”

 
Use the cloud

Wire you 
waiting? 
The Walk is 
out now on 
3D Blu-ray 
(and 2D 
DVD/VOD).
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How TV 
will look in
the future
 The situation Most people buy a new television every seven years or 

so, although this number seems to be dropping thanks to falling TV prices and 
houses having multiple sets. So if you’ve just got a shiny 4K one for your living 
room, what can you look forward to sitting down in front of in 2023? 

It’ll get high
More pixels is just one part 

of your screen’s future. By 2023 
expect HDR to be the norm, like 

HD is now. It makes dark bits look 
darker, bright bits look brighter, and 
generally offers better contrast and 

detail across the whole screen. 
Combined with higher frame 

rates it’ll offer a more 
lifelike picture.

IT’LL MAKE 4K 
LOOK BLURRY
“What’s the point 
in buying a 4K TV 
now if there’s 8K 
just around the 
corner?” you might 
well ask. It’s a valid 
point. But 8K is still 
a long way off, and 
will only really be 
worth it on screens 
over 65in. By the 
time it catches on, 
8K cameras could 
be used to film live 
events and, with 
the sheer number 
of pixels being 
captured, viewers 
could zoom and 
crop without losing 
quality, like a sofa-
bound director. 

IT’LL BEND TO 
YOUR WILL
It’s unlikely we’ll 
ever see truly 
floppy telly screens, 
but the Human 
Media Lab has 
developed ReFlex 
– a properly 
flexible phone 
with a UI that can 
be manipulated by 
bending it. A TV 
that curves for 
films and flattens 
again for Newsnight 
wouldn’t be 
completely mad.

IT’LL CONTROL 
YOUR HEATING
While the 
Apple-made TV 
is a rumour that 
refuses to die, 
Apple’s actual TV 
is already showing 
the way forward 
by allowing apps 
to run on its tvOS, 
meaning before 
long it could 
also be used 
as a mainframe 
for HomeKit-
connected devices. 
Your TV set will still 
be the centrepiece 
of the room, 
making it the ideal 
place to control 
your heating and 
other appliances.

IT’LL BE 
WEARABLE
OK, not literally, but 
with Oculus, Vive 
and PlayStation VR 
all launching this 
year, virtual reality 
will become a tool 
for reporting major 
events, using 360º 

spherical camera 
rigs (such as those 
made by Jaunt) 
to shoot footage 
that viewers will 
be able to stick 
their heads inside 
and look around.

IT’LL BE 
BARELY THERE
LG’s latest OLEDs 
are as thin as four 
credit cards. For 
something you 
hang on the wall (or 
stick in the corner), 
how thin it is makes 
little difference, but 
when has that ever 
stopped us before? 
OLED already 
offers better 
brightness and 
contrast than LCD 
can but it’s very 
expensive right 
now. As with 
all areas of tech, 
expect the price 
to come down as 
time goes by and it 
becomes the norm.

There won’t be 
any channels

Well, in as much as there won’t 
be a schedule. Kids already find 
the idea of having to wait until a 

certain time of day for a programme 
to be on baffling, so Netflix and 
Sky will become ‘channels’. Live 
events aside, when you watch 

stuff will be entirely up 
to you.

FUTURE OF TV



THINK YOU’VE HAD AN IMMERSIVE 
GAMING EXPERIENCE? THINK AGAIN 
WITH THE MEDIA 4 SOUNDBAR.

With its 100w amplifier and built-in subwoofer, the Media 4 plays games, 

music and movies with astonishing quality. With BMR technology which enables 

ultra wide sound dispersion, we guarantee room filling sound!

Simply plug and play - plus wirelessly connect smartphones, tablets and laptops 

using aptX Bluetooth and NFC.

Immerse yourself at:
www.QAcoustics.co.uk/m4

AV Forums ‘Highly Recommended’,
July 2014

Stuff ‘Five Star’,
March 2016

What Hi-Fi? Awards 2015, 
‘Product of the Year’

Trusted Reviews ’Recommended’,
October 2014

Tech Radar ‘1st in Tech Radars 
Top 10 soundbars’, March 2015
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 Day One 2
Keeping a journal might seem old 

hat in an age of bite-sized online 

and chat-app communication, 

but for those with a more 

measured approach to their own 

story, Day One 2 is an excellent 

update. Part text editor, part 

diary, this app enables you to get 

your thoughts down fast. These 

can now include 10 photos per 

entry and be split between 

multiple journals. It’s a pity you’re 

forced to use Day One’s own cloud 

sync service, and the OS X price 

tag’s high, but it is great on iPhone.

Stuff says 

£8 / iOS; £30 / OS X

Infuse Pro
The storage of iOS devices 

maxes out at 128GB — bad news 

if you like having loads of movies 

and TV shows to hand. Infuse 

Pro provides an alternative to 

squeezing films and telly onto 

a device, enabling you to stream 

from a PC or NAS, incompatible 

formats being converted on the 

fly. Version 4 is a ground-up 

rewrite, with superior subtitling 

and artwork features, along with 

iPad Pro and Apple TV support. 

Skinflints are catered for with 

the free non-Pro version.

Stuff says 

£8 / iOS, tvOS

 Alto’s Adventure
Having finally made a graceful 

leap to Android, Alto’s Adventure 

now enables many millions 

more to enjoy the escapades 

of the titular snowboarder. He’s 

supposed to be catching escaped 

llamas, but mostly this is a game 

about messing around on snowy 

slopes, performing stunts, 

collecting hovering coins and 

trying to stay ahead of spoilsport 

elders with sticks, angry at Alto’s 

maverick nature and distaste 

at sitting in a pen that smells 

of llama poop.

Stuff says 

£free / Android; £2.29 / iOS

 _Prism
Coming on like a space-age 

Rubik’s Cube, _Prism has you 

pinch, zoom, rotate and drag to 

unearth gems buried at the heart 

of floating mechanical geometric 

shapes. Each contraption is 

absurdly elaborate, and the 

flick of a switch often results 

in additional puzzles bursting 

forth. By the latter stages, 

you’re using multitouch finger 

gymnastics to coax the next 

step into being, while wondering 

if the developer moonlights as 

a designer of unpickable locks.

Stuff says 

£2.29 / iOS

FOR
DEDICATED
DIARISTS

FOR
BOX-SET 
BINGEING

FOR
BOARD 
BUFFS

FOR 
PERPLEXING

PUZZLES
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EVERYONE!

Evernote
If your planning usually involves 
scribbling notes on a scrap of 
paper and then later desperately 
trying to find said paper, try 
Evernote instead. You can stash 
lists, URLs, documents and 
even recordings of you singing 
in celebration at having secured 
yourself an amazing deal on 
a rental car. 

Stuff says 

£free / Android, iOS, 

Windows, BlackBerry

Triposo
Almost the opposite of Lonely 
Planet’s app (see right), Triposo 
drills down to absurdly local 
levels. Trying to decide between 
two weeks in Basingstoke or 
Tuscany? Triposo’s for you! 
Beyond exploring sights, hotels 
and restaurants, you can create 
a custom city walk based on any 
point of interest, ready for when 
you arrive.

Stuff says 

£free / Android/iOS

Guides by 
Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet’s revamped 
Guides isn’t the most exhaustive 
app, only covering a handful 
of major cities. But it’s hugely 
browsable, with a superbly 
designed interface. More 
importantly, it contains a wealth 
of information about amazing 
places to visit, written by people 
who love the cities concerned.

Stuff says 

£free / Android, iOS

Google Maps
This might seem an odd choice 
for holiday planning, but we 
consider Google Maps essential. 
If a hotel claims it’s five minutes 
from the beach, Google Maps 
might suggest otherwise to 
those of us not in possession 
of a helicopter. And Street View 
is handy for checking whether 
places you’re considering are 
located in Hell Central.

Stuff says 

£free / Android, iOS

Skyscanner
If you only need to book a flight, 
Skyscanner enables you to 
punch in details and get a helpful 
calendar with coloured dates 
that roughly equate to green for 
‘cheap’, yellow for ‘hmm, might 
have to extend that overdraft’ 
and red for ‘you must be crazy, 
or rich’. Before booking a flight, 
also check out SeatGuru to find 
the best seats to grab.

Stuff says 

£free / Android, iOS, Windows

TripAdvisor
Once you’ve figured out where 
you want to go, TripAdvisor is an 
excellent app for deciding how to 
get there and where to stay. It’s 
packed full of price comparison 
information, reviews (mostly 
helpful – some are a bit ‘the 
receptionist frowned at me and 
this is my eternal revenge’), and 
photography, all wrapped up in a 
sleek, easy-to-use interface.

Stuff says 

£free / Android, iOS, Windows

From a chic city break to two weeks of 
bliss on a beach, these apps can ensure 
planning your temporary escape from 

real life goes without a hitch

Mini meme 



Naim

STUFF SAYS  The premium way to do multiroom – if you can aff ord it 

TECH  Price range £595-£895 
Music services Spotify, Tidal

While both undoubtedly 

deserve a place in your 

home, we have to plump 

for the Mu-so Qb as our 

pick of the pair. 

Not only is its design 

about as gorgeous as 

wireless speakers get, 

but its cubic form makes 

it more fl exible when it 

comes to fi nding space 

for it in your home. And 

its lower price makes it 

slightly easier on the 

pocket, while still giving 

you plenty of Mu-so 

marvellousness. 

Specifi cally, it gives you 

a huge 300W of sound from 

a custom-designed speaker 

setup, plus the connectivity 

and high-res music support 

of the larger model. As 

for how it sounds, it’s a 

mammoth performance 

from something so small, 

belting out songs with 

power that you just would 

not expect from such a 

compact speaker.

Th ere’s lashings of 

bass to give solidity and 

authority to its character, 

but this doesn’t aff ect its 

ability to stay light on its 

feet, delivering the kind of 

driving rhythm that gets the 

endorphins going.

It might lack just a hint 

of the refi nement of the 

larger Mu-so, but for the 

money and compact size, 

the Mu-so Qb is exceptional 

in its own right.

Naim is well known for making luxurious 
British hi-fi  systems, and accordingly the 
Mu-so and the smaller Mu-so Qb are some 
of the most premium-looking wireless 
speakers we’ve ever clapped eyes on. Th ey 
come with premium price tags to match, 
at £895 and £595 respectively.

Rather than a dedicated multiroom range, 
they’re more like two standalone speakers 
with multiroom functionality thrown in, which 
means they’ve got other connectivity as well, 
including Bluetooth, AirPlay, DLNA and a whole 
host of physical connections. 

Th is helps give the Mu-so range fl exibility:  
you can connect them to yourTV, and you have 
multiple options to keep streaming without 
Wi-Fi – which some competitors can’t off er. 
You will need to be on your home network 
for the multiroom function to work, though, 
as it’s controlled via the app.

Naim Mu-so Qb  £595 / naimaudio.com

Off ering multi-

room playback 

options, it allows 

you to skip 

between many 

sources, select 

and edit internet 

radio presets, 

and access 

menus for 

setting the 

alarm clock 

and controlling 

illumination.

THE APP

THE SYSTEM THE PICK
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Bluesound

STUFF SAYS  Pricey, but worth it if you’re planning to listen in HD 

TECH  Price range £270-£600 
Music services Spotify, Tidal, Deezer, 

TuneIn, Qobuz and more

Th e Mini is the Goldilocks 

speaker in the range, with 

a balance between price, 

features and quality that 

feels just right. A smaller 

version of the pricier Pulse, 

it’ll do the job for all but 

the very largest rooms, 

and at a £180 saving on 

the biggest model.

At £420, this puts it on 

a par with the Sonos Play:5, 

and while it can’t match that 

speaker for out-and-out 

power and scale (see p79), 

it does have high-res 

music support and built-in 

Bluetooth, not to mention 

physical connections.

Th e Pulse Mini’s 32-bit 

DAC tackles everything 

from humble MP3s to 

24-bit/192kHz FLAC 

and WAV fi les. All the 

biggest streaming services 

are present and correct, 

including Spotify, Tidal, 

Deezer and Qobuz.

Play something and it 

shows off  the same rich 

and full-bodied yet agile 

character of its big brother, 

but with a touch more 

refi nement and an overall 

better tonal balance. It’s 

a detailed, dynamic listen, 

especially when used with 

high-res tracks, which are 

allowed a wider, more open 

soundstage. 

For proper audio nerds 

who demand high-res 

support, this is where 

hi-fi  meets multiroom. 

Bluesound may not be a household name, but 
that hasn’t stopped it from ruffl  ing feathers in 
the multiroom realm in recent years. It helps 
that it’s built on some solid tech foundations, 
set up by many of the same audio bods as 
respected British hi-fi  brand NAD. Now on its 
second generation of products, it’s playing 
catch-up with the competition.

Its wireless speaker range now consists 
of three speakers – the Pulse, Pulse Mini and 
portable Pulse Flex (plus three speakerless 
units) – in varying shapes and sizes. 

With serious hi-fi  knowhow behind it, 
Bluesound’s big selling point has been the 
focus on sound quality, with support for high-
resolution music up to 24-bit/192kHz. Th at’s 
better than CD quality, and if you’ve got fi les 
like these, Bluesound is one of the only 
multiroom systems to support them.

Pulse Mini  £420 / bluesound.com

In its monotone 

colour palette, 

the Bluesound 

app allows you 

to browse your 

connected NAS 

drives and 

streaming 

services. Th e 

setup process is 

separate, though 

– building it in 

would’ve made 

things easier.

THE SYSTEM THE PICK

THE APP

Our new app lets you buy these speaker systems at the best prices by scanning the pages with your phone – see next page for more details. 
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Why confine your latest playlist to the kitchen, when you 
could be rockin’ all over the house with a multiroom system?
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A well-designed 

app that works 

well for playback 

and sniffi  ng 

out networked 

music, plus 

six presets for 

artists, albums 

or playlists. 

Firmware 

updates are 

prompted in the 

app, but failed 

to work for us.

TECH  Price range £170-£500 
Music services Spotify, Deezer

While the SoundTouch 30 

is certainly the one to go for 

if you want the power and 

volume to fi ll a big room, 

we’re most taken by the 

SoundTouch 10 – a more 

aff ordable route into the 

Bose family.

Unfortunately, it’s not 

going to win any awards for 

its design. Th e SoundTouch 

10 is pretty unadventurous, 

and is left behind by the 

likes of the Sonos Play:1. 

However, its profi le 

will allow it to sit on the 

slimmest of bookshelves, 

mantelpieces or bedside 

tables. Plus it squeezes 

more into its slender frame 

than Sonos’s smallest, 

with Bluetooth support 

and an aux input for more 

fl exibility with sources.

Put it to work and it’ll 

belt out decent-sized 

sound from its compact 

dimensions. Bose has 

tipped the tonal scales 

just slightly to favour the 

bass, and this works to give 

the speaker a good sense 

of solidity that keeps the 

overall balance from ever 

sounding thin – which can 

be a worry at this size.

Th e 10 – and the rest of 

the range for that matter 

– could be a touch more 

detailed and dramatic in 

delivery; but if you need 

the added fl exibility of 

Bluetooth in your setup, 

it’s one to consider.

Bose
Bose has deep roots in the wireless speaker 
market, with more than 10 years earning it a 
name that people trust. It’s perhaps surprising, 
then, that Bose only dipped its toes into the 
multiroom pond two years ago, with the now 
three-strong SoundTouch speaker lineup 
(plus a number of home cinema packages) 
to sit alongside its regular SoundLink 
Bluetooth range.

It’s fair to say that the SoundTouch 10, 
20 and 30 – the latter two now in their third 
iteration – play it rather safe on the design 
front, but they’re solidly built, with OLED 
displays on the two bigger models. Th e 
addition of the SoundTouch 10 to the range 
last year gave the range a more wallet-friendly 
entry price of £170, not to mention a much-
needed smaller speaker.

All three off er Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, plus 
a 3.5mm input for wired connections.

SoundTouch 10  £170 / bose.co.uk

THE PICKTHE SYSTEM

THE APP

STUFF SAYS  A solid range with many features but the sound is a bit fl at 
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Sonos works 

entirely through 

its app, so it 

makes sense 

that time’s been 

spent on getting 

it right. From 

setting up your 

speakers to 

controlling tunes 

and tweaking 

your sound, 

the app is easy 

to navigate.

TECH  Price range £170-£430 Music 

services Spotify, Apple Music, Tidal, Google 
Play, TuneIn, Amazon, Rdio, Qobuz and more

While we love the Play:1 

for its put-me-anywhere 

design, the Sonos Play:5 is 

where the real wow factor 

lies in the lineup. Much 

chunkier than the model 

it replaced, it’s now capable 

of sitting both vertically 

and horizontally in case 

you want to use two as 

a stereo pair.

Not that you’d need 

to, for most rooms – this 

speaker’s scale on its own 

is jaw-dropping, and you’d 

need a real grudge against 

your neighbours to want 

more. Th is is down to a 

combination of the Play:5’s 

larger speaker cabinet and 

a complete overhaul of its 

drive units. Th e bass goes 

astonishingly low, much 

lower than before, and it’s 

more refi ned now, keeping 

distortion at arm’s length 

even at volume.

Th ere’s a great level 

of clarity through the 

midrange as well, which 

means really clear and 

detailed vocals and guitars, 

and the dynamics are very 

good: it will happily leap 

from quiet to loud and back 

again in an instant.

It might not be the most 

fl exible option going, but if 

you’re looking for a powerful 

and articulate multiroom 

speaker with a spot-on 

user experience, the Sonos 

Play:5 makes its point loud 

and clear.

Sonos
Since the brand was set up in 2002, Sonos has 
almost single-handedly shaped the multiroom 
market to such an extent that it’s hard to 
really know if one even existed before it. 
And although it’s now faced with a bit more 
competition than it was a few years ago, the 
extra time it’s had in the market has allowed 
Sonos not only to hone its range, from sound 
quality to design, but also to get the user 
experience nailed.

Th is means a speaker to suit every room 
of the house, including a soundbar and sub, 
and one of the easiest setups going, not to 
mention the long list of streaming services 
it’s got on side.

While it used to be considered the pricey 
option, it’s now one of the most reasonable. 
Unlike some systems, though, it’ll only work 
over Wi-Fi, so you’ll need a stable network.

Sonos Play:5  £430 / sonos.com

THE PICKTHE SYSTEM

THE APP

STUFF SAYS  The original is still the best – for the price, no-one can beat it 

THE PICK
BEST FOR...

CHOICE

Find deals on all these speaker systems, and 
buy them direct, by opening the Shop Stuff 
app and holding your phone over the page 
(or any of our Top Tens, from p114). 

Download Shop Stuff to buy these 
speakers now at the best prices

2. Open the app, hold 
your phone 10cm over 
the page and wait for 
the swirly vortex.

3. Scroll through the 
products and pick your 
options, then hit ‘buy’ 
or save it for later.

1. Download and install 
the free Shop Stuff 
app, available on iOS 
and Android.
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12 hours with the 
Fujifilm X-Pro2
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X-Pronentially 
better?
Fujifilm’s new compact system camera promises 
to improve on the already brilliant X-Pro1

1 Got your back

Another new addition is dual SD 
card functionality, the X-Pro2 
being the first mirrorless camera 
to offer support for two cards 
simultaneously. That means you 
can back up photos without using 
a PC, or record JPEGs on one card 
and RAW files on the other.

2 Best of both worlds

One thing that has remained 
is the clever hybrid viewfinder, 
able to flip between optical and 
electronic, which is something 
no other maker offers. While the 
EVF can’t match the clarity of 
Sony’s best, it’s great to have 
the option for darker conditions.

3 Sensing an improvement

Inside, an improved APS-C 
sensor (now 24.3MP compared 
to the X-Pro1’s 16.3MP) heads 
up the changes. The maximum 
ISO now runs to a respectable 
51,200, and the autofocus 
engine seems to have had 
an overhaul as well.

The world isn’t exactly short 
of fantastic compact system 
cameras, but every so often one 
comes along that manages to 
stand out. The X-Pro2 does 
exactly that.

A follow-up (unsurprisingly) 
to the X-Pro1, which was 
released back in 2012 to great 
acclaim, the X-Pro2 looks 
remarkably similar on the 
outside; but a number of tweaks, 
improvements and additions 
– not to mention a drop in the 
asking price – make it even 
more desirable.

The body has the same shape, 
size and all-black look, and it’ll 
take a truly geeky eye to spot the 
differences: the right-hand grip 
is a slightly different shape, and 
there’s one extra dial.

What can’t be seen, however, 
is the improved build quality: this 
camera is weatherproof, with 
a sealed magnesium alloy body 
shrugging off almost anything 
nature can pound it with. It’s a 
little heavier than the X-Pro1 as 
a result, but I found it little bother 
to carry around all day.

£1350 (body only) / fujifilm.eu

F I R ST  T E ST  F U J I F I L M  X- P R O 2
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2hrs 4hrs 6hrs 9hrs 12hrs

 Ready, unsteady, go
There’s also no in-body 

image stabilisation, which 

means you’ll have to rely 

on lenses for anti-shake 

tech. Shooting handheld 

with the non-stabilised 

35mm lens, I found my 

videos lurched about.

 Keep still
I’d hesitate to recommend 

this camera to those who 

place as much value on 

video capture as stills 

photography. The image 

quality is great, but this 

is clearly the X-Pro2’s 

secondary feature.

 Dark forces
The lack of stabilisation is 

relevant for stills too, albeit 

only in low light conditions 

– despite a high-ish 

maximum ISO, this camera 

is not at its best in the 

gloom. If you shoot a lot 

at night, bear this in mind.

 You’ve been framed
You can record 1080p at 

up to 60fps rather than 

the 24fps the X-Pro1 

limited you to, and clips 

benefit from the same 

sharp detail and rich 

colours as stills – but 

there’s no 4K option.

The Fujifilm X-Pro2 is a superb stills snapper, but 
can it still hit the same heights in video mode? 

Sensor 24.3MP APS-C CMOS ISO 100 to 51,200 
Shutter speed 1/8000-30secs Autofocus points 77 
Video 1080p/720p @ 60fps Screen 3in, 1.62m dots 
Viewfinder Hybrid optical/EVF with 2.36m dots 
Connectivity Wi-Fi, microUSB, microHDMI, mic/remote, 
SD card x2 Dimensions 140x82x45.9mm, 495g

STUFF SAYS 
Top-class handling and stills 
performance make this a superb 
– if just short of perfect – camera
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Moving target

Tech specs

4 Tweaker’s corner

Once you get accustomed to the 
viewfinder setup, the X-Pro2 is 
a joy to use. Changing settings 
is almost effortless – perfect for 
anybody who likes to maintain a 
dictator-like grip on their camera’s 
functions – and everything’s 
designed to be within easy reach.

5 À la mode

There’s a huge level of detail and 
punchy contrast in the X-Pro2’s 
JPEGs, with Fuji’s trademark ‘film 
mode’ settings giving you access 
to several looks. The street shots 
on this spread were taken using 
the Classic Chrome setting, my 
personal favourite.
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The X-Pro2’s image quality, 
build quality and control setup 
impressed me so much that I’d 
recommend it to anybody seeking 
a camera for street photography. 

It’s beautifully made (to last), timelessly 
stylish, and performs exceptionally well 
within its limitations – be aware of those 
and it won’t disappoint. @samkieldsen
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Alienware has gone for a straightforward 15.6in full HD 1080p 
screen – and while it’s crisp, with impressive viewing angles, 

it’s not the brightest. The built-in Klipsch speakers dish out 
potent bass, while battery life is surprisingly good.

The Aorus has a 13.9in QHD screen with 3200x1800 
resolution, dazzling you with vibrant colours and detail. 
Sound, though, is on the brash side, and the fans are noisy. 
The battery also only lasts around two to four hours.

Get a model with the Nvidia GTX 980M graphics processor 
and the 15 R2 will still power through the most demanding 

games at 1080p. Put on Far Cry Primal or The Witcher 3 and 
your console-owning mates will weep with envy.

It can match the Alienware’s Core i7 processor, but the X3 
Plus v5 uses a less powerful GTX 970M graphics chip. That’s 
still fast enough for most games at 1080p, but some recent 
releases won’t look as smooth at the screen’s native 1800p.

This is one chunky slab of a gaming laptop, but it’s very 
solid and there’s something lovable about that monolithic 

style. The keyboard, touchpad and slim bars on the base 
and lid all glow, for that serious ‘monster gaming rig’ look.

This wee beauty is about packing big power into a smaller 
space. It’s no MacBook Air, but it’s slim and light for a 
gaming laptop, with an excellent backlit keyboard. Looking 
for the ultimate discreet games machine? This could be it.

Processor 2.6GHz Intel Core i7-6700HQ 
RAM 16GB DDR4 GPU 8GB Nvidia GTX 970M 
Screen 13.9in QHD 1800p 
Storage 512GB SSD 
Connectivity 1802.11ac Wi-Fi, Gigabit Ethernet 
Dimensions 330x264x23mm, 1.8kg

Processor 2.6GHz Intel Core i7-6700HQ 
RAM 16GB DDR4 GPU 8GB Nvidia GTX 980M  

Screen 15.6in 1080p  
Storage 256GB SSD & 1TB HDD

Connectivity 802.11ac Wi-Fi, Gigabit Ethernet
Dimensions 385x270x34mm, 3.2kg

 Price £1600 / alienware.co.uk  Price £1860 / aorus.com

The Alienware is a powerhouse, but the Aorus whips it on screen and portability

1. DESIGN

2. 
PERFORMANCE

3. IN USE

VS

STUFF SAYS

Aorus X3 Plus v5Alienware 15 R2
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Which laptop can 
raise your game?



RECOMMENDED
BUY IT!
★★★★★★★★★★★★

www.devolo.co.uk

Make sure you’re 
connected. 
Simply plug in and enjoy excellent Wi-Fi coverage in any room, 
from any power socket, with devolo Powerline!

The devolo dLAN® 1200+ WiFi ac Starter Kit enables 
Wi-Fi without signal loss anywhere in your home:

Ideal for HD streaming and higher broadband speeds
Plug & Play installation
Award winning German technology 
3-year manufacturer’s warranty
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Five days with the 
Fitbit Blaze
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All about that Blaze
It’s not the smartest of smartwatches… 
but can Fitbit’s new multi-sport ticker 
set the fitness tracking world alight?

2 All-day companion

What’s it like to use? In short, 
dreamy: the Blaze has one 
of the best fitness watch 
interfaces going. What seems 
at first to be a small display is 
actually a beautifully vibrant, 
clear screen that’s a corker 
both indoors and out.

3 Tracking on tap 

Fitbit has banished clutter in 
favour of a neon-on-black OS 
that’s incredibly intuitive. The 
interplay of button pushes versus 
touch inputs can at first seem 
baffling; once you’re accustomed 
to the buttons, though, they make 
a lot more sense.
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1 A design that divides

The heavily bevelled hexagonal 
shape is hardly Gear S2 sleek. 
The gaps above and below the 
removable central module act as 
dust magnets, detracting from 
the otherwise solid feel. Still, my 
silicone-strapped model is subtle 
and comfortable to wear all day.

Like a tech-toting member of 
the Kardashian clan, Fitbit knows 
its best assets and exactly how 
to work them.

With its wrist-based products 
already ranging from the Flex and 
the Charge to the sleek new Alta, 
Fitbit is synonymous with tech 
that forgoes unnecessary frills 
in its pursuit of activity-tracking 
glory – and the Blaze is certainly 
no exception.

Announced at CES in January, 
this is a smart sports ticker 
designed to scythe through 
the quagmire of smartwatch 
mediocrity; Fitbit has delivered 
in the Blaze a hardy chunk of 
wristwear that feels like it could 
take a serious bump or two. 
Harbouring heaps of motion-
monitoring kit inside its angular 
shell, it’s all about pared-back 
brilliance, with a very light 
sprinkling of smarts for the 
connected gym-goer. 

But can its ‘fitness first’ focus 
tempt stat-lovers away from 
the do-it-all watches of Apple, 
Samsung and the rest? It’s time 
to find out.

£160 / fitbit.com
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  My heart will go on 
The PurePulse feature 
is where the Blaze really 
gets pumping. An optical 
sensor continuously 
measures your heart 
rate, as well as offering 
zonal data for high-
intensity workouts.

  I like to move it
You get calendar, text and 
call alerts – but that’s it. 
No half-baked attempts 
to make the Blaze smarter 
here: just a watch that’s 
sporty to the core, tracking 
just about anything that 
involves movement.

  We can work it out
The Blaze has three built-
in FitStar workouts that 
add real value. Sync’ing 
with the app is quick, and 
data is easy to delve into: 
exercise totals, weight 
logging and more are just 
a tap away.

  Telephone line
Using your phone’s GPS 
delivers accurate route 
tracking but does mean 
you need to bring it with 
you. Still, because the 
Blaze only uses Bluetooth 
to gather the info, this does 
preserve battery life.

It might look like a standard smartwatch, but 
the Blaze’s intelligence is dedicated to fitness

Screen 1.25in 240x180 colour touch LCD
Sensors 3-axis accelerometer, optical 
heart-rate monitor, altimeter, ambient light 
Connectivity Bluetooth 4.0 Water resistance Splashproof 
Strap sizes Small (140-170mm), Large (170-206mm), 
Extra Large (206-236mm) Weight 43g

STUFF SAYS 
A sports-first fitness watch with a 
dash of smarts, the Blaze is a joy 
to use – with a brill battery to boot
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How smart is the Blaze?

Tech specs

4 Logging how you’re jogging 
Ready to get sweaty? Choose a 
discipline or let the Blaze detect it 
with the SmartTrack feature. Data 
is displayed clearly, while swiping 
up or down changes which metric 
is shown – from distance to heart 
rate. The Blaze also measures 
steps, calories burned and sleep.

5 Always ready to rumble

The Blaze will last five days per 
charge. This feat might be due 
in part to how quickly the display 
goes to sleep: after around 10 
seconds. Sound inconvenient? 
The Blaze is easy to wake: with 
QuickView enabled, simply raising 
your wrist will bring it back to life.
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The Fitbit Blaze is well and truly a 
sports watch – and a darned good 
one at that. Sure, off-device GPS 
isn’t ideal, but surprisingly accurate 
heart-rate tracking, multi-sports 

modes and a lovely interface make it a truly 
appealing activity companion. Fitness first, 
smart second: the Blaze is built to be a brilliant 
workout buddy. @CrispySnapper



Crowdfunding hype plus great 
features plus a good price is a tasty 
combo. Nextbit is all about the 
cloud, which basically means the 
Robin backs up all your data to 
100GB of Nextbit’s own servers.

However, it also ‘parks’ 
apps it thinks you don’t 
need: it monitors use, and 
after a while the unused 
ones end up greyed out. This 
sounds like a great idea, but 
you can end up with pages of 
non-working icons; it’s like returning 
home to find your mum has ‘tidied 
away’ everything in your room. 

The Robin feels expensive with 
its soft-touch polycarbonate and 
Gorilla Glass. This is a 5.2in screen 
phone but seems larger due to its 
boxy shape and speaker outcrops 
above and below the screen. The 
trade-off is worth it, because 
they are some of the best phone 
speakers going – loud with lots 
of mid-range muscle.

It also has hardware that some 
phones at this price lack… such as 
a good fingerprint scanner. Plus it 
has 32GB of memory on board.

The screen has an IPS LCD panel 
and is Full HD, not QHD. But it’s still 
sharp, bright and bold. Colours are 
punchy without looking toxic and 
contrast is very good for an LCD. 

The 13MP camera has terrible 
shutter lag. In good lighting it can 
get you great shots, though.

It’s billed as a cloud-based phone 
to solve your storage woes, 
but will this Robin ever fly?

I buy into the idea of a cloud phone. The issue is that the cloud elements I really want 
are already served well by other Android phones – and the bits Nextbit has added get 
on my nerves. What happens when the Robin parks that offline map app, but you 
only notice when you’re lost up a hill surrounded by sheep and zero data signal? Yes, 
you can ‘pin’ apps to stop them being whisked away, but I don’t want to have to. 

Nice phone, but 
there’s a cloud 

on the horizon…
Andrew Williams

Cloudy with a chance of pain

Display 5.2in IPS LCD 1920x1080 
Processor Qualcomm Snapdragon 
808 RAM 3GB OS Nextbit (based 
on Android 6.0) Cameras 13MP 
rear, 5MP front Battery 2680mAh 
Storage 32GB (plus 100GB online) 
Dimensions 149x72x7mm, 150g

 Hard facts
We’ve no complaints about the 

hardware, which includes the 

same Snapdragon 808 CPU used 

by the LG G4 and 3GB of RAM. 

There’s plenty of power, just not 

enough software optimisation.

 The last of OS
Nextbit also clearly wants to 

be different with the look of its 

OS. It’s not bad, and shares a lot 

of basic design elements with 

Android 6.0, but it’s buggy and 

can’t resist messing with things.

US$400 / nextbit.com

Tech specs

STUFF SAYS This buggy phone’s archiving habit is more annoying than useful 
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The multi-million-selling mini-PC 
gets more power, Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth… and no price rise

Open up the skinny little box and, 
as always, all you find is the little 
circuit board computer and a brief 
instructions printout. There’s no 
power cable, no case and, unless 
you order one, no memory card. 
You will need one of these because 
it doesn’t have its own storage.

The Pi 3 does have all the 
connections you need. As before 
there are four USBs, more than 
some laptops, plus an Ethernet 
port and an HDMI socket to plug 
into a TV or monitor. Being able to 
hook up to Wi-Fi and a Bluetooth 
controller/keyboard makes this 
the most lounge-friendly Pi ever. 

Perhaps the most important 
upgrade is about power. Where the 
Pi 2 used Cortex A7 cores, this one 
has A53s, as seen in many modern 
smartphones. The GPU and RAM 
speeds are also much faster.
 

The real highlight of the Pi’s 
Linux-based OS, Raspbian, is 
something called Noobs. It’s 
a bunch of files you write onto 
a microSD card to let you load 
up Raspbian with pretty much 
everything you’d get on a laptop, 
including Office-style software. 

Raspbian comes with Scratch, 
a programming language designed 
for younger people. It’s very visual, 
while still coaching your mind to 
think like a programmer’s. 

No other circuit board computer touches what the Pi can offer. The amazing value, 
the mountains of online support and the wealth of other people’s projects you can 
try mean it has red-hot appeal. It’s not impenetrable, and functions far better than 
any Android-running alternative I’ve tried. It’s also a more viable micro-productivity 
PC than the Pi 2. More power, more convenience… what else do you want?

A bigger slice of 
the finest Pi in 

town? Ah, go 
on then…

Andrew Williams

Pi to the power of 3

STUFF SAYS  The Raspberry Pi just keeps getting tastier by the year 

Processor 1.2GHz quad-core 
ARMv8 with Cortex A53 cores
Graphics VideoCore IV Storage 
microSD slot only RAM 1GB 
Connectivity USB x4, Bluetooth 
4.0, 802.11n Wi-Fi, Ethernet, 
HDMI, 3.5mm stereo audio 
and composite video, ports for 
Raspberry Pi camera and display 
Dimensions 86x56x21mm, 45g

 Power up
Thinking of using a Pi 3 for retro 

gaming? A good test of its 

processing power is The Legend 
Of Zelda: Ocarina Of Time. Only 

just playable on Pi 2, it’s now 

more or less fine.

 Seeing double? 
Yes, the Raspberry Pi 3 does 

look strikingly similar to its 

predecessor. While that might 

be a little confusing, having the 

same connectors should mean 

it fits into most Pi 2 cases.

£27 / raspberrypi.org

Tech specs
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STUFF SAYS  Do you pine for the age of the Polaroid instant camera? This is the next best thing 

Picture this
If adding retro-style filters to 
your digital snaps isn’t enough 
to satisfy your vintage cravings, 
the Instant Lab Universal might 
do the trick.

Made by Polaroid revivalists 
The Impossible Project 
(currently the only company 
producing new film for Polaroid 
instant cameras), it’s essentially 
an analogue instant camera 
with an iPhone adaptor bolted 

on. Used in conjunction with 
Impossible’s mobile app, it takes 
a photo of the image on the 
phone’s screen and spits out 
a Polaroid print that develops 
a few minutes later.

Any good?
It’s a little more elegant than 
it sounds on paper – there’s 
some clever tech to ensure 
the photos are framed and 
exposed correctly – but the 

prints it creates are to all intents 
and purposes Polaroids, with 
the same prized vintage look. 
They don’t always come out 
wonderfully exposed, however, 
and when you’re paying £17 
for 10 that’s no joke. We’d 
recommend using the default 
settings rather than monkeying 
about too much if you want to 
avoid wasting film.

The Instant Lab certainly 
isn’t for everyone, but it’s not 

designed to be. It’s aimed at 
a specific niche market – if you 
want to make Polaroids of your 
iPhone pics then this is really 
the only way to get them. 

Tech specs  
Compatibility iPhone 4s and 

later, iPad Mini 2 and later, iPad 
Air, Android 4.0.3 and later

Film types Polaroid 600 and 
SX-70 Dimensions 150x111 
x71mm, 650g

Impossible Instant Lab Universal  £110 / the-impossible-project.com

SAY 
HELLO 
TO MY 
LITTLE 
LENS
Fancy upgrading your 
Instagram? Don’t fancy 
carrying a DSLR everywhere? 
Sam Kieldsen tests five 
add-ons that will supercharge 
your iPhone’s camera
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Picture this 
The iPhone’s camera, like 
almost all phone cameras, 
has a lens with fixed focal 
length. That means the 
angle can’t be widened, 
which can be limiting when 
you’re shooting landscapes 
or group portraits, and any 
time you want to cram in as 
much as possible of what’s 
in front of you.

The Olloclip changes that. 
It clips onto the iPhone and 
fits an extra lens over the 
rear-facing camera – either 
a wide-angle or an ultra-
wide-angle fisheye. These 
lenses can be unscrewed, 
leaving each as a macro lens 
(10x and 15x) for snapping 
objects very close to the 
camera. So, four options, 
hence the name.

Any good? 
There are other clip-on 
lenses available, but none 

we’ve used come close to 
the quality of the Olloclip’s 
glass elements. The fisheye 
is the most interesting 
thanks to its nutty 
distortion and ultra-wide 
angle (you can see your 
fingers in the frame), but 
the wide-angle and macro 
lenses are also surprisingly 
sharp. The fact that all four 
are squeezed into a tiny, 
pocketable product means 
you can take the Olloclip 
absolutely anywhere.

The only downside is 
that it won’t fit over most 
cases – Olloclip’s Studio 
(right) being an exception.

Picture this
One of the iPhone camera’s 
most intriguing features 
is arguably also one of 
its least used. Timelapse 
mode stitches together 
hundreds (or thousands) 
of shots taken over a 
long period of time into 
a fast-moving video. You 
can fix your phone to a 
tripod (or simply prop it 
up somewhere) and have 
it watch the world go by 
for a few minutes from 
a fixed position, but a way 
to make timelapses even 
more striking is to have 
the camera slowly move… 
step forward, the Veho 
Muvi X-Lapse.

Any good? 
This is a lightweight 
cylinder with a tripod 
mount enabling you to 
screw in a compact camera 
(anything up to 750g) or 

the phone-gripping mount 
that comes with it. There 
are three extending feet 
for stability, and the mount 
allows you to tilt the iPhone 
a few degrees back or 
forward. There’s also a 
tripod mount.

Wind it up and it will turn 
steadily anti-clockwise 
for anything up to an hour, 
rotating at a rate of 90° 
every 15 minutes. It’s a 
simple device but does 
wonders for jazzing 
up timelapses, and we 
recommend it to anybody 
looking for a cheap way to 
create videos with impact.

Olloclip 4-in-1  £70 / olloclip.com

Veho Muvi X-Lapse  £25 / veho-uk.com

Tech specs
Lenses Fisheye, 

wide-angle, 10x macro, 
15x macro Compatibility 

iPhone 4 up to iPhone 
6s/6s Plus, iPod touch 
5th/6th gen Dimensions 
54x26x38mm, 26g

Tech specs
Maximum turn time 

1 hour Maximum turn 

angle 360° Compatibility 
All smartphone types 
and cameras up to 750g 

Dimensions 73x73x
48mm, 99g

STUFF SAYS   
The best way to widen your viewpoint 
and your shooting options

STUFF SAYS  
A cheap, instant upgrade for any phone 
or compact that supports timelapse
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Picture this 
Less a camera add-on 
than an add-on camera, 
the DxO One connects 
directly to any recent 
iDevice via the Lightning 
port and, working in 
conjunction with its app, 
turns it into a powerful 
compact camera.

Any good? 
While the One doesn’t add 
optical zoom, the module 
features a much better lens 
and sensor than you’d find 
on any smartphone. The 
aperture is adjustable, 
which gives you greater 
control over depth of field 
(how much of the photo 
is in sharp focus), and 
you can shoot in RAW, 
processing images on your 
computer using the DxO 
OpticsPro software.

Image quality is truly 
excellent compared to 

any smartphone around. 
Colours are pure and 
vivid, detail is sharp and 
there’s barely any noise, 
even in lighting conditions 
that would leave most 
phone cameras stumped. 
It won’t necessarily beat 
a mid-range DSLR for 
versatility or pure detail, 
but this is something you 
can carry around in your 
jeans, so it’s not really fair 
to compare.

Our main gripe is its 
battery, which barely lasts 
an hour – and it hammers 
your iPhone battery while 
you’re using it too. Not ideal 
for carrying around all day.

Picture this 
You might baulk at the 
thought of paying £80 
for a plastic iPhone case, 
but the Olloclip Studio isn’t 
just a shell to protect your 
handset from harm – it 
is, according to its makers, 
an ‘integrated mobile 
photography solution’.

Any good? 
Lofty words, but the Studio 
is a superb addition to 
expand your iPhone’s 
capabilities. Its design 
allows you to securely 
rail-mount a number of 
accessories – there are 
tripod mounts for both 
landscape and portrait 
orientation, two cold shoe 
adaptors (allowing you to 
attach a mic or video light), 
a finger grip and a kickstand. 
The latter is merely to prop 
your phone up on a tabletop 
to watch a movie or photo 

slideshow (or browse the 
web), but the finger grip 
proves an artful bonus, 
as it allows you to one-
handedly hold your iPhone 
in landscape mode and still 
have your thumb free to hit 
the shutter button.

The case itself should 
offer a good amount of 
protection should you drop 
the phone. Its design means 
you can also fit the Olloclip 
4-in-1 lens (below left)
without removing it.

We still feel it’s pricey, 
but the Studio certainly 
makes your iPhone much 
more camera-like.

DxO One  £400 / dxo.com

Olloclip Studio  £80 / olloclip.com

Tech specs 

Sensor 20.2MP 1in 
Lens 32mm equivalent, 

f/1.8 ISO 100 to 51,200 
Compatibility iPhone 5 

and later Dimensions 
68x49x26.3mm, 108g

Tech specs
Compatibility 

iPhone 6/6s and 
iPhone 6 Plus/6s Plus

Dimensions 
144x73x12.7mm (6/6s), 
163x83x12.7mm 
(6 Plus/6s Plus)

STUFF SAYS    
Turns your iPhone into a proper camera… 
but beware the battery drain

STUFF SAYS   
Gives your iPhone all the grips and mounts 
of a professional photo or video rig
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Hingery 
time
Will it be the ultimate 
Windows 10 laptop, or 
a magnesium alloy flop?

1 Write about now

You can’t buy a Book without 
a keyboard cover, and it’s this 
magnesium alloy base that 
makes the Book is an absolute 
joy to type with. Its keys are 
chunky and have plenty of depth, 
so you never get finger cramp.

2 Stuck in the middle with you 

Stuff is split on whether this is an 
attractive piece of premium kit or 
not. Its corrugated hinge holds 
onto the display, leaving a wedge-
shaped gap the size of a ballpoint 
pen. So don’t shove the Surface in 
your bag with any loose objects.
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Guess what? Microsoft’s finally 
made a laptop.

Technically the Surface Book 
was 30 years in the making, but 
its designers must have wasted 
an awful long time on Solitaire if 
that’s how long they took to think 
up this supercharged hybrid. It’s a 
no-brainer from the boffs behind 
Windows and the Surface Pro. Or 
so you’d think.

Since its US launch in October 
last year, the Surface Book has 
suffered from more bugs than 
your average Bushtucker Trial. 
Months later, you might wonder 
what’s changed. Well, you can 
now buy a Surface Book in 
the UK and Microsoft claims 
to have fixed its initial woes. 
For a starting price of well over 
a grand, you’d hope so.

If the Surface Pro 4 is a tablet 
with the power of your average 
laptop, then the Surface Book 
pulls a flip reverse on that formula. 
Essentially, it’s a touchscreen 
ultrabook with a detachable 
display. Tempted? Get your mitts 
on this thing and you will be.

from £1300 / microsoftstore.com

Ports ahoy!
The Surface Book is 

packed with two USB ports, 

a full-size SD card reader, 

a Mini DisplayPort and a 

headphone jack. You’ll be 

able to tick off your to-do 

list in no time with this 

productive hybrid.

F I R ST  T E ST  M I C R O S O F T  S U R FAC E  B O O K
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 App slacker
Microsoft’s Store still isn’t 
blessed with many native 
apps – Amazon Instant 
Video, Spotify and Slack 
are three absentees – but 
you can easily download 
the relevant software 
from its creator’s website.

 A bug’s life
 Compared to my time 
with the Surface Pro 4, 
which managed to brick 
itself in 10 minutes, the 
Book is almost bugless. 
Of course, given its high 
price, you would expect 
nothing less.

 Pen for your thoughts
Remember, most of the 
time you’ll be using the 
Book as a laptop, so you’ll 
get less out of the Surface 
Pen than you would with 
a Pro. But the stylus is a 
boon for taking notes and 
flipping through web pages.

 10% inspiration…
Whether or not you get 
on with Windows 10 is a 
matter of preference. It’s 
definitely easier to use 
than Windows 8, where 
I once spent a ludicrous 
amount of time locked 
in webcam mode.

Microsoft shows off the best of Win 10… and now that 
it’s pretty much bug-free, it really can fulfil its promise

Screen 13.5in PixelSense 3000x2000 (267ppi) 
Processor 6th Gen Intel Core i5/i7 
OS Windows 10 Pro RAM 8GB/16GB Battery life 12hrs 
Storage 128/256/512GB Camera 8MP rear with 1080 
recording, 5MP front Dimensions 232x312x23mm, 1.5kg 
(laptop); 220x312x7.7mm, 730g (tablet)

STUFF SAYS 
Shorn of its initial bugs, the 
Surface Book is a lustrous 
laptop with premium appeal
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Windows 10, debugged?

Tech specs

4 Gaming’s gone home

The Book isn’t lacking for heft 
and can handle video and design 
work. When it comes to gaming, 
though, this hybrid offers less 
than we were led to believe. While 
we did get Invisible Inc working, 
Gone Home crashed.

5 Brace of batteries

Both the tablet and base have 
separate batteries, so the former 
doesn’t take a snooze when 
you disconnect it. Therefore the 
Book’s stamina is superior when 
you use it as a laptop. You should 
get 9-10 hours of use. 

Batt
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… 

It’s got an innovative design, plenty 
of oomph and the flexibility to act 
as a tablet. Is that enough to justify 
the price? With a variable battery 
life and its 3D gaming struggles, 

I’d say probably not. If you want one, you’re 
best off sticking with the £1300, entry-level 
model. But for a first-gen device, this sleek 
hybrid gets a lot right. @robleedham

3 Thoroughly screened

Far from being oppressively 
nerdy, the Book is a pleasure 
to use. In particular, its screen 
is a beauty. Having spent several 
hours staring at it, I never felt 
I was straining my eyes. As you’d 
expect, video also looks great.

F I R ST  T E ST  M I C R O S O F T  S U R FAC E  B O O K
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ne’s got aliens and the 
other a disease-ridden 
real-life city, but The 

Division owes a debt to Destiny. 
Bungie’s smash hit created a whole 
new genre – the shared-world 
shooter – essentially a hybrid of 
single-player, co-op and massively 
multiplayer RPG elements, and 
The Division follows that template 
to thrilling, addictive effect.

You can tackle the whole game 
solo if you like (although you still 
need to be connected to the net), 
or you can team up with three 

other players and co-op from start 
to finish. There’s also a walled-off 
area called the Dark Zone that 
brings players together in brutal 
competition for the game’s best 
loot (see panel).

This everything-to-everyone 
approach comes out in other areas 
of the game, too. In classic RPG 
style there’s an endless amount 
of weaponry and armour to collect, 
modify and customise.

But that’s not to say the game 
is a passionless grind for gear. 
The gunplay is, in fact, some of 

the finest ever created. The 
amount of destruction you 
cause is based on how many 
damage points your weapon 
has versus the number of armour 
points your enemy has, which 
isn’t exactly realistic, but in 
practice it’s a system that feels 
logical. Plus the sound, look 
and feel of all the weaponry 
is brilliantly satisfying.

The story’s compelling, too, 
even though it’s often told through 
decidedly cheesy dialogue, with 
collectables revealing events 

from before and during the collapse 
in often harrowing style.

With a game such as this, there’s 
an (unrealistic) expectation that it 
will continue delivering new stuff 
ad infinitum. Only time will tell if 
Ubisoft can keep things fresh for 
the months to come, but at about 
20 hours in, there’s still so much 
left to see and do. Read our web 
review (bit.ly/divisionreview) for 
updates, but we already have no 
hesitation proclaiming The Division 
an absolute corker of a game. 
Tom Parsons

STUFF SAYS  Vast, beautiful, action-packed and nerdy, The Division is all-round superb 

The Division
New York has been decimated by a killer virus, and cleaning up the mess of a collapsed society 
is up to you alone… so how does the latest Tom Clancy blockbuster match up to the hype?

PS4, Xbox One, PC 
/ tomclancy-
thedivision.ubi.com

O
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Open The Division’s map 

and you’ll see a large red area 

labelled Dark Zone. This is a 

scary place. So terrifying, in 

fact, that it’s recommended 

you don’t even go in there until 

you’ve reached at least level 

10 (of 30).

What makes it so nasty isn’t 

just the computer-controlled 

enemies, which are tougher 

than those you find in other 

areas – it’s the fact that this 

is the one area where you’ll 

bump into players who aren’t 

your squadmates.

Everyone’s there for the 

same reason: the loot, which 

is even tastier than the stuff 

you find on the outside. By 

‘tasty’, I mean so irradiated 

that instead of simply walking 

it out you have to call in a 

chopper to collect your gear 

for decontamination.

Sounds simple, but the 

moment you fire that flare, 

every player for miles knows 

exactly where you are and 

that you’re carrying some 

great gear. That makes the 

90-second wait for a chopper 

as tense as a tapdance in a 

snakepit. Sure, that guy could 

be here just to extract his own 

kit, or he could be planning 

to shoot you in the back. But 

if you shoot him first you’ll be 

marked as a Rogue Agent for 

everyone else to track and kill 

for cash. Eek!

Highway to 
the Dark Zone

The graphical quality and 

detail of The Division is at 

times truly astonishing.

Your character’s abilities 

and appearance can both 

be heavily customised.
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nitially released on both 
GameCube and Wii a 
decade ago, Twilight 

Princess yet again finds itself 
uncomfortably spanning a new 
console release. In case you hadn’t 
heard, the Wii U is done for and 
Nintendo is creating its successor: 
the mysterious NX. So is this just
a hasty facelift of an old favourite? 
Fear not: Twilight Princess HD 
feels like the definitive edition 
of the most underappreciated 
incarnation of Zelda. 

In the idyllic village of Ordon, 
hero Link transforms into a wolf 
with the aid of a shadow-dwelling 
creature named Midna. You can 
exploit his canine senses and 
ability to talk to other animals, 
although citizens will run away 
screaming. He’s a big scary wolf 
with a blue earring after all.

Twilight Princess is the closest 
Nintendo will ever get to making 
a Tim Burton film. The original 
muted art style has been given 
upgraded textures, sharper 
lines and added details. What 
previously looked a bit muddy 
and indistinct looks subtle and 

with added depth, bringing the 
darker palette into its own. 

Combat has been similarly 
improved. While the mechanics 
themselves haven’t changed, 
it’s a joy to play the game with 
a GamePad as it feels more precise, 
rather than waggling the Wiimote 
around half-heartedly. 

The dungeons play with your 
expectations, as items aren’t 
always just a way of unblocking 
paths. For example, the ‘Spinner’ 
transforms a slow-paced sinking 
temple into a rollercoaster. But 
fighting the game’s bosses is 
still an anticlimax – a lot of them 
involve some great ideas, but 
they’re nowhere near long or 
challenging enough. 

Although the game is haunted 
by the shadow of NX, it remains a 
Wii U essential. The added clarity 
allows you to appreciate the 
design of the engaging characters 
and there’s much more fun to 
be had in taking time to explore, 
rather than just darting from one 
temple to the next. If it’s all new to 
you, prepare for an HD treat.
Holly Nielsen

STUFF SAYS  Nintendo’s oft-forgotten gem gets a well-deserved reboot 

The Legend Of Zelda: 
Twilight Princess HD
Zelda’s darkest adventure is back for one last spin on Wii U – is the magic still alive?

Wii U / zelda.com/tp

I

Midna’s ulterior 

motives and 

attitude make 

her the best 

companion 

in the series.

The Cave 

of Shadows 

dungeon is only 

available if you 

buy the Wolf 

Link amiibo. 
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lthough Agent 47 has 
one of the most generic 
names in the protagonist 

business, IO-Interactive’s bald, 
besuited, freeform assassin has 
carved out a ruthlessly precise 
niche for himself. 

In a change of pace, though, the 
latest Hitman will be released as 
episodes throughout 2016 rather 
than as one big game. At launch, 
players will only have access to the 
training section and Paris scenario, 
with levels in Rome and Marrakech 
to follow, then Thailand, the US and 
Japan later in the year. 

Before you go looking for your 
no-episodes pitchfork, take a look 
at the community challenges and 
rotating special events that are 
planned. For example, the ‘Elusive 
Target’ mode gives players just 
one shot at a new character or 
situation, for a limited time. In 
theory, this should give Hitman 
a huge digital shelf-life, full of 
tweaks and extras.

At the start of each level you’re 
given targets, then you’re let loose 
to finish the job however you see 
fit. Experimentation is encouraged, 

and there’s a brilliantly broad (often 
darkly amusing) range of ways to 
take out the bad guys. 

The enemy AI also goes a long 
way to building your immersion 
and forcing you to get crafty. NPC 
(non-player character) suspicion 
depends on your disguise; they will 
start following you if, say, you enter 
a kitchen dressed as a make-up 
artist. Until someone starts firing, 
though, you’ve always got time 
to convince (read: incapacitate) 
them and switch outfits. 

Where Hitman really impresses 
is in its graphical details. Crowds 
have a wide variety of natural, 
realistic people who mingle and 
move convincingly, and the steady 
pace of the game means you’ll have 
time to take it all in.

Like Agent 47’s trademark 
impeccably pressed suit, the new 
Hitman game simply fits. There’s 
nothing baggy, or in bad taste, nor 
is there anything over the top. The 
only minor frustration will be the 
wait for the next set of levels… but 
surely, in the world of the assassin, 
patience is everything.
Danny Wadeson

Hitman
After an identity crisis in Absolution, Agent 47’s gone back to basics, 

but that’s not to say he’s playing it safe – Hitman has gone episodic

A

Unfamiliar with 

the bald head 

and dapper 

suit? Hitman is 

all about hiding 

in plain sight.

This game feels 

like a grown-up 

antidote to 

tedious open-

world crafting 

mechanics.

T E ST  G A M E S 

STUFF SAYS  A pure, rewarding assassination sim with loads of replay value 

PS4, Xbox One, PC 
/ hitman.com
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n modern media, 
everything’s supposed 
to be fast and efficient 

and direct. No-one will watch or 
read or play anything that can’t 
be summed up in two seconds, 
apparently. That’s why you’ll 
see some negative reviews of 
Midnight Special: it’s a chase 
movie, they’ll say, but it’s slow 
and wandering; it’s a sci-fi flick, 
but it has almost no special 
effects; it’s a Spielberg-style 
family adventure, but it’s too dark 
and ambiguous for families. And 
the title doesn’t tell you anything 
about what happens in the film, 
they will point out.

Don’t listen to them. In fact, 
if something can’t be summed 
up in two seconds, that’s a great 
sign that it’s worth more than two 

seconds of your time. Midnight 
Special is worth the full two hours, 
and more: it’s a slow-burning but 
gripping chase (featuring Adam 
Driver as a nerdtastic NSA agent) 
and a subtly powerful supernatural 
adventure – but in the end it’s 
a human drama, in which the 
characters of Roy and Sarah 
(played brilliantly by Michael 
Shannon and Kirsten Dunst) 
have to come to terms with the 
terrifying things happening to 
their eight-year-old son. 

It’s beautifully shot on proper 
film, and this – paired with the 
grand scale of some of the later 
scenes – makes it well worth 
seeing on the big screen.
Will Dunn

STUFF SAYS 

I

After he fails to make the 
British ski team, dreamer 
Eddie Edwards decides 
that ski jumping is his 
ticket to the ’88 Winter 
Olympics. Undeterred by 
numerous bad falls, and 
guided by an alcoholic 
coach (Hugh Jackman), 
the Cheltenham plasterer 
makes it to Calgary. A 
heartwarming tribute 
to a real-life eccentric.
Kyle Pittman

STUFF SAYS 

Amy Poehler and Tina Fey 
can pretty much do no 
wrong in Stuff’s eyes but 
this is the closest they’ve 
come in a while. They star 
as siblings who throw a 
final party in their childhood 
home after their parents 
announce they intend to 
sell it. It has its moments, 
but ends up falling back 
on tedious gross-out gags 
and ridiculous set pieces.
Tom Wiggins

STUFF SAYS 

Allow us to walk you through the 
pick of this month’s new releases, 
including a plasterer on skis, a 
Monkey away from the Arctic and 
some spacemen with terrible wind

Media hoard

Midnight Special_cinema

Eddie The Eagle
_cinema

Sisters
_Blu-ray, DVD, VOD

WATCH
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It might look like a sickly 

cauliflower, but the human 

brain is still by far the most 

complex object known to 

man. Yes, including your 

washing machine and its 

baffling interface. 

This book, written 

by neuroscientist David 

Eagleman to accompany 

the BBC TV series, boils 

its workings and its future 

down to 200 pages that 

are refreshingly free of 

self-help psychobabble. 

The style is more school 

textbook than breathless 

enthusiasm, but it’s packed 

with moments of head-

shaking wonder. 

Eagleman’s idea of the 

brain as ‘computational 

material’ also leads to a 

fascinating final chapter on 

the ways in which we could 

soon evolve the ability to 

‘feel’ live data and upload 

immortal simulations of 

our brains to the internet.

Mark Wilson

STUFF SAYS 

Everyone needs a hobby. 

Arctic Monkey Alex Turner 

spends his time away from 

his fellow polar primates 

making music with his pal 

Miles Kane (of Miles Kane, 

er, fame). 

This offshoot’s 2008 

debut was all galloping 

symphonic pop, and while 

the widescreen drama 

has been toned down a 

little here, the result is an 

equally grandiose record 

but one with more of a 

personality of its own. 

She Does The Woods, 

The Dream Synopsis 
and lead single Bad Habits 
wouldn’t be hugely out of 

place on an Arctic Monkeys 

album, but AM fans could 

do worse than spending 

another 40 minutes with 

these Puppets. 

Tom Wiggins

STUFF SAYS 

“Because it’s difficult to 

burp in space, you fart 

more.” This little book is 

full of fun astronaut-told 

facts. But… facts? FACTS? 

This is space!!! Where’s the 

breathless wonder, the 

mystical communion with 

infinity!? Well, there’s a bit 

of that at the end. But they 

should be sending poets 

up there, not astronauts.

Richard Purvis

STUFF SAYS 

Thirty-five years after 

inventing punk to cry to, 

the Hüsker Dü and Sugar 

frontman has crafted a 

masterclass in distorti-

rock. This energising mix 

of grunge, shoegaze and 

flat-out indie would have 

be called a classic in 1993, 

and although you’ve heard 

most of it before, it still 

deserves to elevate Bob 

to Grohl-like genius status.

Will Findlater

STUFF SAYS 

Two teenage outcasts 

struggle with their 

identities and infuriating 

families. So far, so usual. 

Except he builds time 

machines, while she’s 

a witch who can talk to 

animals. The story pans 

out in touching, witty ways 

as Anders masterfully 

combines the worlds of 

science and magic.

Emily May

STUFF SAYS 

Texas post-rock legends 

EITS have been doing only 

soundtracks since 2011… 

and on The Wilderness, 

it shows. While it has its 

moments – the opener, 

the Battles-esque single 

Disintegration Anxiety 

and the more driving 

duo of Infinite Orbit and 

Colors In Space – this 

lacks a little of EITS’s 

usual drama.

Tom Wiggins

STUFF SAYS 

LISTEN READ

The Brain_David EaglemanEverything You’ve Come 
To Expect_The Last Shadow Puppets

Patch The Sky
_Bob Mould

All The Birds 
In The Sky
_Charlie Jane Anders

What’s It Like 
In Space?
_Ariel Waldman

The Wilderness
_Explosions In The Sky
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THE BASICS

ON THE RUN

BETA 

YOUR-

SELF

 Embrace playlist folders.
Spotify playlists can become a 
chaotic mess, with hundreds of 
them in no discernible order. Get 
them wrangled by dragging them 
into named folders, which you 
can create by clicking File > New 
Playlist Folder in the desktop app.

 Narrow down your search.
Searching for an artist can deliver 
too many results to count, but you 
can focus your search by using 
the term ‘year:’ then entering 
a range such as ‘1990-1994’. 
You can also use the modifiers 
‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘not’ for specifics 
like collaborations.

 Go offline. Streaming can 
eat through your data, so take 
advantage of Spotify’s download 
feature when you’re on Wi-Fi. In 
the mobile app, hit the slider next 
to ‘Available Offline’ on a track, 
album or playlist and it’ll save it 
to your phone.

 Rescue deleted playlists.
If you’ve rashly dumped a playlist, 
you can retrieve it from the digital 

dustbin. On your account page 
in a web browser, click ‘Recover 
playlists’ on the left. Hit ‘Restore’ 
on any you want back.

 Up the quality. Premium 
users can boost the default 
bitrate (96-160kbps, depending 
on your device and connection) 
to a thoroughly respectable 
320kbps. Your ears will thank 
you in the long run.

 Import your MP3s. Under 
‘Preferences’ in the desktop app, 
scroll down to ‘Local Files’. From 
there you can import your music 
files from iTunes and various 
other sources. A great way 
to add that ’80s Romanian 
grindcore band to your collection.

 Pace odyssey. Got an 
iPhone? Then you can use 
Spotify Running. It plays songs 
to match your jogging tempo. It 
features genre playlists as well 
as ‘Recommended For You’.

 Speak and sprint. If you’re 
working out to Spotify and 
want to change the track, try 
Apple Watch’s Joy app – simply 
say a track’s name and it’ll play. 
Your phone stays pocketed.

 Track race. Runkeeper has 
added full Spotify integration 
to its app, to let you control 
playback and quick-switch 
if you need to change playlists. 

Th ink you know the world’s favourite big green musical 
giant? Streaming wizard Sam Kieldsen shows you how 
to fi ne-tune Spotify for every area of your musical life
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LEVEL
UP WITH...

ON THE ROAD MUSIC DISCOVERY HOME HACKS

 Backseat Spotifier. Many 
Uber taxis now come with 
Spotify integration, meaning 
you can control your ride’s 
tunes from the back seat. Just 
connect your Uber and Spotify 
accounts to get started.

 Driving with ’droid. If your 
car stereo is compatible with 
Android Auto and your phone 
is Android 5.0 Lollipop or higher, 
congrats: you’ve got Spotify 
integration in your motor. 
You’ll be able to choose 
between Spotify Radio, 
Your Music and new releases 
by tapping the display – as well 
as using (limited) voice controls.

 Save your mixtapes. The 
Discover Weekly playlist is 
one of Spotify’s best features, 
delivering eerily accurate 
recommendations every 
Monday. But the next week 
it disappears unless you’ve 
saved it. There’s an IFTTT recipe 
that does this automatically. 
Head here to set it up: 
bit.ly/savediscoverweekly

 List your loves. If you use 
last.fm to unearth new music, 
you can also use IFTTT to 
automatically place every track 
you ‘love’ in a Spotify playlist for 
repeat listening. Set it up here: 
bit.ly/spotifylastfm

 PS4 integration. Want to 
replace Bloodborne’s moody 
orchestral score with Chas & 
Dave? Just fire up the PS4’s 
Spotify-compatible PlayStation 
Music mode and you can inject 
your own choice of soundtrack.

 Okay for karaoke. Spotify’s 
desktop app has a lyrics feature 
that highlights each line as the 
track plays. Your laptop is now 
a portable karaoke machine. 

 Spoti-hi-fi. Chromecast 
Audio (£15) turns any old 
hi-fi into a wireless Spotify 
streamer, controllable from 
your phone, tablet or computer. 

PYRO
There’s no shortage of 

mobile apps that let you 

seamlessly mix songs 

DJ-style, but Pyro is 

noteworthy because it 

does all the hard work for 

you. Algorithms analyse 

any track from iTunes or 

Spotify, working out the 

BPM and the best time 

for a smooth crossfaded 

transition. Make your own 

playlists or pick a handful 

of tracks and let Pyro 

keep the mix going with 

its own selections.
£free / seratopyro.com

WHOSAMPLED
Curious about where that 

familiar-sounding drum 

loop, reversed vocal 

or riff comes from 

in a Spotify (or iTunes) 

track? WhoSampled is 

the app to swiftly solve 

that mystery. It’ll comb 

through your Spotify 

playlists, allowing you to 

click on any track to find 

out who it sampled (and 

at precisely which points 

in the track), and which 

artists have covered the 

song. Genius.
from £free (iOS, Android) / 
whosampled.com

MIGHTY
Fancy running to Spotify 

tunes without carrying 

your bulky smartphone? 

Then pre-order this tiny, 

screenless clip-on player 

that’s very much inspired 

by the iPod Shuffle. This 

Kickstarter-funded player 

(out November 2016) will 

offer 2GB of storage for 

offline syncing, a USB-C 

connector and five-hour 

battery life. You’ll need to 

be a Premium subscriber 

to use it, but that’s a small 

price to pay for unlimited 

running tunes. 
from $80 / kickstarter.com



 

108

PROJECTS | 05.16

FOLDING POCKET KODAK 
NO. 1A circa 1917

PURMA PLUS 1951-1959

SUPER

GEEK

 Lomo cameras have sparked 
a big analogue revival in 
recent years, but they’re not 

the only way to get into vintage 
photography. I started buying 
classic cameras five years ago 
and now have around 50, dating 
from between 1900 and 1960. 
I’m a user rather than a collector, 
though. The thrill is in producing 
amazing images with something 
that has been gathering dust 
in someone’s attic for up to 
100 years. 

It all started for me when my 
daughter bought a 1950s ‘Grey 
Baby’ Rolleiflex. Watching her 

process the negatives and sharing 
the excitement of seeing the film 
come out of the developing tank 
soon got me hooked. The next 
weekend I picked up a 1955 
Kodak Brownie Cresta in a charity 
shop, and the rest is (slightly 
costly) history.

Yet you don’t need a fortune 
to get started. Now is a good 
time to buy vintage cameras, 
provided you haven’t set your 
sights on classic Leicas. Rarer 
Rollei TLRs can cost around 
£3000, but you can find 
pre-WWII models for less than 
£50 on eBay. And ’50s Bakelite 

Kodak Brownies, which you can 
pick up for a fiver online, are a 
great alternative to Dianas and 
Holgas for ‘Lomo’ work.

So why bother when a DSLR 
is so much easier? Sure, there 
is no instant gratification with 
vintage photography – just 
loading the film can be tricky 
on some early cameras. But it’s 
way more exciting not knowing 
what you’re going to get until you 
process the negatives. 

Scanning the negatives 
does take a bit of practice. For 
high-end results you need to 
invest in software like Silverfast 

(silverfast.com) or VueScan 
(hamrick.com), both of which 
demand some time investment. 
But it is also pretty easy to get 
acceptable results with an Epson 
Perfection Photo series flatbed 
scanner (from £100, epson.co.uk) 
and its bundled software.

My dream camera find would 
be a Reid III Rangefinder. This 
British Leica copy was produced 
in small quantities in the 1950s 
using German designs obtained 
by the Allies during WWII. But 
with those fetching four figures, 
I’ll be happy sticking with these 
three classics for a while yet. 

The first Pocket Kodak appeared in 1897. 
This model from around 1917 includes the 
‘Autographic’ feature, introduced by the 
Eastman Kodak Company three years 
earlier. This enabled the user to add time 
and location data to the film itself, by writing 
with the provided stylus in a small, covered 
panel on the back of the camera and 
exposing it briefly to the light. Sadly, the 
special film, A116, has long since vanished, 
although you can still pick up the odd roll of 
long-expired regular 116 on eBay – which, 
with luck, can produce quite amazing results.
from £20 / ebay.co.uk

The British company Purma Cameras Ltd 
was founded in 1935 by Tom Purves, a 
commercial artist, and Alfred Mayo, the 
engineer responsible for this camera’s unique 
gravity-driven shutter. The shutter speed 
was determined by weights and springs that 
sped up or slowed down the mechanism 
according to the orientation of the camera. 
Held horizontally, the camera would default 
to ‘medium’ (1/150sec); a turn to the right 
would produce ‘slow’ (1/25sec) and to the left 
‘fast’ (1/500sec). The 127 roll film produced 16 
4x4cm square negatives, so composition was 
not compromised. Genius!
from £15 / ebay.co.uk

■ FOLDING POCKET 
CAMERA
Sometimes referred to 

as a ‘bellows’ camera 

due to the accordion-

like attachment 

between the lens and 

film, these did exactly 

what they said on their 

lovely Art Deco box – 

folded away to be more 

‘pocket-sized’.

■ TWIN LENS 
REFLEX (TLR)
As opposed to an SLR 

(single lens reflex) 

camera, a TLR has two 

lenses, one above the 

other. The brighter top 

lens is for viewing and 

focusing; the lower lens 

takes the picture.

■ PARALLAX
This is the difference 

between what the 

(higher) viewing lens 

and the picture-taking 

lens see. Watch out for 

cropped heads!

■ ROLL FILM
Unlike 35mm cartridge 

film, this type of film is 

simply protected from 

exposure by a paper 

backing. The most 

common 120 format 

is still readily available.

THE 
DATING 
EXPERT

THE 
GRAVITY 
CAMERA

Professional snapper Stephen Waters explains why 
the charms of classic photography kit have convinced 
him to live a DSLR-free life outside the studio

JARGON 
BUSTER
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ROLLEICORD I 
(aka ART DECO) 1933-1936

KEEP IT SIMPLE
There are some real 

bargains to be had 

on eBay by searching 

for basic terms. Many 

eBayers don’t research 

the names and models 

of what they’re selling, 

so simply ’old camera’ 

or ‘old film’ can often 

strike gold. 

GO OFF-PISTE
Charity shops are 

also great for classic 

cameras and have the 

advantage that you can 

check before you buy. 

They’re a safer bet for 

folding cameras, where 

a tiny pinhole in the 

bellows can cause 

infuriating film fogging.

IGNORE SELL-BY DATES
Defunct film formats 

can yield surprising 

results. The photo of 

the Lennon statue in 

Liverpool (see opposite 

page) was taken in 

2014 on film that 

should’ve been binned 

five years before the 

Beatles played there.

ROLL YOUR OWN
If you can’t get 

unexposed vintage 

film, another way to 

make your camera 

usable is to tape 

modern 120 film (in 

total darkness!) inside 

an old 116 backing 

paper to produce a 

panoramic negative.

This nickel-plated beauty was the first 
Rolleicord twin lens reflex camera from 
German firm Franke & Heidecke. This model 
is considered to be the most innovative of 
the classic Rolleis, with its advanced focusing 
system, wheeled frame counter and parallax 
correction. Pristine samples can be pricey, 
but this well-worn example cost just £30 
on eBay. The corners have been repaired by 
a previous owner with hand-painted riveted 
panels, which, together with the brass 
showing through the nickel plating, give 
it a wonderful steampunk chic.
from £110 / ebay.co.uk

THE 
STEAMPUNK 

PIONEER
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It’s time to blast the cobwebs and get your abode 
shipshape. Feather dusters be damned, though: 
this tech is here to take the boring out of choring 



111

05.16 | PROJECTS

3 BOSIGN HIDEAWAY 
CABLE ORGANISER

You’re reading Stuff , so chances 
are you have a forest of chargers, 
power adaptors and other 
cables trailing around your 
home. Th is is a beautifully 
understated way to manage 
them. Th ese clean-lined boxes 
have space for multiple power 
outlets, plus two holes in the lid 
to trail out the cables you need 
– but only when needed. Th e lid 
itself is tray-like, which means 
you can place a charging device 
on top without it sliding off . 
Arrivederci, cable spaghetti!
from £25 / en.bosign.se

1 BLUEAIR SENSE+
Th e Sense+ air purifi er comes 
in a range of fetching colours 
to better match your interior 
decor. But what really appeals 
is its ability to fi lter out most of 
the invisible badness fl oating 
around your home – smoke, 
dust, pollen and pet dander – 
with whisper-quiet effi  ciency. 
It will purify up to fi ve times 
an hour automatically, ideally 
twinned with the Aware home 
sensor (£160), but is also fully 
controllable via a phone app 
that’ll tell you when it’s time to 
replace a fi lter and off er you air 
quality data updates.
£435 / allaboutair.com

6 NEATO BOTVAC 
CONNECTED

Nothing shouts “I’m too lazy 
to vacuum” more loudly than 
a robot vacuum. Luckily, in the 
case of the Botvac Connected, 
everything else is all but silent. 
With an extra-quiet, long-
running eco mode and 
super-smart sensors that 
ensure your rooms are covered 
in an effi  cient pattern, the 
Botvac removes any stress 
and eff ort from grime collection. 
Like Dyson’s pricier 360 Eye, it 
also has an iOS and Android app 
that lets you schedule and even 
steer it from the sofa. 
£550 / neatorobotics.com

4 IROBOT LOOJ 330
Robots aren’t limited to cleaning 
the inside of your gaff . Th e Looj 
trundles on tank-like tracks 
through gutters, its spinning 
attachments pummelling 
blockages and sending leaves 
and other debris fl ying. It uses 
sensors to detect the extent 
of a blockage, only moving once 
it’s been cleared, and powers 
through 30 feet of guttering in 
fi ve minutes. Th at’s way quicker 
than you can do it by hand – 
and because you don’t have to 
spend all that time perched on 
a ladder, it lessens the potential 
for dangerous mishaps to boot. 
£180 / irobot.co.uk

2 GTECH MULTI & 
CAR ACCESSORY KIT

Gtech has come up with a far 
friendlier solution for cleaning 
up Dorito dust than lugging 
a great mains-powered vacuum 
out onto your driveway – or 
worse still, the street. Th e 
Multi is a compact, bagless, 
battery-powered handheld 
cleaner with 20 minutes of 
powerful suction per charge. 
Th e Car Accessory Kit also 
includes a fl exible crevice tool, 
letting the Multi suck up dust 
and dirt from spots most 
vacuums won’t reach. 
£175 / gtech.co.uk

5 UNFILTH YOUR 
HABITAT

Th is app turns house cleaning 
into a game. Set yourself a list 
of tasks with varying priorities 
and the timer of Unf*** Your 
Habitat (yes, that’s what it 
calls itself in-app) will motivate 
you via the 20/10 method: 20 
minutes of work followed by 10 
minutes of free time. Or you can 
have the app select a task at 
random – just put in the room 
and the time you have available, 
and it will pick something 
appropriate. Th ere are few 
better ways to get motivated 
to do your domestic dirty work.
from £0.61 (iOS, Android)

PURGE YOUR MESSY
iPHONE CONTACTS
If you’re one of those 

people who have seven 

separate contacts for 

their mum – all with the 

same number – sitting 

on their iPhone, then 

Cleanup Duplicate 

Contacts is an essential 

download. In seconds 

it’ll whizz through your 

phone’s contacts and 

merge duplicates into 

single entries.

£free / iOS

BIN THE JUNK MAIL
A casual stroll around 

the web can leave 

you inadvertently 

signing up for dozens 

of newsletters and 

offer notifications. This 

service weeds them out 

– enter your address 

(it works with Gmail, 

Yahoo, Outlook and 

AOL) and in minutes 

you’ll have a full list of 

subscriptions to kill in 

one satisfying click.

£free / unroll.me

HAVE A MAC 
CLEAROUT
This simple little tool 

mass-uninstalls apps 

from your Mac. Why 

not just chuck them 

into Trash instead? 

Well, when you do 

it that way there are 

often additional support 

files that hang around, 

using up valuable space. 

AppCleaner takes care 

of those too.

£free / freemacsoft.

net/appcleaner

DIGITAL 
DUSTING
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facebook.com/joinstuff  

google.com/+stufftv 

@stuff TV

stuff@haymarket.com

Q: Hi Stuff. I’m 

a keen amateur 

filmmaker and have 

a decent Fujifilm 

camera, but I have to 

admit I prefer using 

my iPhone 6 Plus 

instead because it’s 

far easier and faster. 

I have a tripod that 

my phone fits onto 

but I really want 

a microphone and 

lens for better-

looking and more 

professional video. 

They don’t have to 

be great, just better 

than the phone 

on its own. I have 

a budget of £150. 

What do you 

recommend?

Matt Wright

A: We’ve consulted 
Stuff’s video editing 
overlord, Pete Brown, 
and the results are 
in. We’d go for an 
Olloclip Active 

Lens System 

(£90, olloclip.com), 
which comes 
with a 2x optical 
telephoto lens and 
an ultra-wide lens 
with a 155° field of 
view, plus a Rode 

Video Mic Me (£50, 
amazon.co.uk). If 
adding these means 
you need a new way 
to connect your 
iPhone 6 Plus to 
your tripod without 
using a case, then 
finish off your setup 
with a Shoulderpod 

S1 (£25, amazon.co. 
uk). Happy filming!

GADGET 
DOCTOR

Which website builder should I use?

If you’re looking for that sweet 
spot of a site that looks modern 
and pretty but offers enough 
customisation to make it feel 
tailored, take Squarespace 
Personal for a spin. Its choice 
of 33 clean, minimalist templates 
and some intuitive editing tools 
mean you can quickly knock up 
a sleek site and also give it some 
personalised sparkle. 

Most of the templates 
put photos centre stage, 
so think luxury design blogs, 
photographer portfolios and 
annoyingly photogenic bands. 
The Personal plan gives you a 
responsive, mobile-friendly site 
with a maximum of 20 pages, 
though either side of this are 

options for single-page sites 
($5/month) and a ‘business’ 
option ($18/month) with 
unlimited pages.

Though we found it to be 
slightly buggy at times, its Style 
Editor makes light work of basic 
tweaking (font sizes, colours) 
and you can edit pages further 
using the ‘custom CSS’ coding 
option. Those who know their 
CSS coding onions will find 
Wordpress more flexible, but 

if you’re willing to sacrifice some 
customisation for style, you’ll be 
well served by Squarespace. 

First released back in 2003, 
Wordpress is so popular now 
that it claims to power a quarter 
of the websites on the internet. 
For those familiar with CSS 
lingo, its Premium plan’s 
level of customisation makes 
Squarespace feel restrictive by 
comparison. Put in the tinkering 
hours and you’ll end up with a site 
that’s truly personalised, rather 
than a subtly tweaked version 
of a template. 

The flipside is that its learning 
curve is far steeper (if you’re a 
newbie, nothing will make sense 
for a good hour or so) and you’ll 
usually end up spending more 
than you would on Squarespace 
to get a similar level of sheen. 

THE GOOD
  Flexible design tools
  Thousands of plugins
  Useful free version

THE BAD
  Steeper learning curve
  Templates not the most stylish

THE GOOD
  Quick learning curve
  Simple interface
  Beautiful designs

THE BAD
  Can be unresponsive at times
  Fewer customisation tools 
than Wordpress

This cheap and cheerful website 
builder takes minutes to set up, 
but that’s because it merely acts 
as a holding page for any social 
networks or sites that you want 
to promote. There’s only one 
standard template, so the page 
is really just colourful variations 
on your face next to some links, 
but you can get a custom domain 
by upgrading to the $48/year 
Pro plan.

THE TWO-MINUTE SITE

ABOUT.ME
from £free / about.me

THE TINKERER’S CHOICE 

WORDPRESS 
PREMIUM

£85/yr / wordpress.com

THE ALL-ROUNDER

SQUARESPACE 
PERSONAL

from $8/m / squarespace.com
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TUNE IN NEXT MONTH TO...
 Get a free upgrade on your next long-haul fl ight  Build your 

own ubergeek kit car  Get movies for free online – legally

1  CALL FOR BACKUP
Not everyone wants their phone data backed up to Apple 
or Google’s servers, and the defaults for iCloud and Google 
Drive don’t cover everything either. Here’s how to back up... 

...your smartphone while charging. The Meem cable (from 
£50, meemmemory.com) creates a mirrored offline 
backup of your iOS or Android phone every time you plug 
it in to recharge. It does this via an app, which also backs 
up any data stored on your phone’s memory card.

...your WhatsApp messages. On Android phones, go to 
‘Settings’, ‘Chats and calls’, then select ‘Chat backup’ to 
set up an automatic Google Drive backup. For iPhones, 
back up to iCloud automatically or choose a specific 
chat, then ‘email conservation’ to send it to yourself. 

...your fitness stats. Tapiriik (from £free, tapiriik.com) 
will sync your fitness data between services like 
Garmin Connect, Runkeeper and Strava. Just connect 
your services and press the sync button, or sign up for 
the US$2/yr automatic syncing service. 

2  SOUND LIKE 
A WINE BUFF

Whether you’re feeling woefully 
unprepared for a vineyard tour or 
just need some cultured dinner 
party one-liners, these apps will 
help you sound like you know 
your grapes: 

Vivino (from £free, iOS, Android, 
Windows Phone). Considered 
by plonk pundits to be the best 
booze-finding app, Vivino gives 
you instant community reviews 
with just a scan of a bottle’s label. 

Pocket Wine Pairing (£free, iOS). 
“Hmm, breast of duck – best 
paired with a smooth and 
powerful red, in my experience.” 
Dazzle your boss with insight like 
this, plus general food pairing tips, 
thanks to this fruity app. 

Vinobot (£free, iOS). For the more 
audacious bluffer, this app delivers 
random wine tasting comments 
straddling the border between 
plausible and ridiculous – are you 
getting ‘essences of cedar’?

3  TECH UP YOUR 
DASHBOARD

A permanent iPad Mini install 
might be the ultimate dashboard 
upgrade, but you can make some 
easier infotainment system 
upgrades with just your phone. 
Here’s how to…

…turn your iPhone into a dashcam. 

Download Nexar (£free, iOS) and 
mount your phone to your dash 
with a mount such as the Olixar 
Omniholder (£10, mobilefun.co.uk). 
You’re now ready to record 
potentially handy accident 
data and compete with those 
outlandish Russian dashcam vids.  

…level up your driving skills. 
To get real-time feedback on 
your cornering, braking and 
all-round driving skills, download 
Flo (£free, iOS and Android). It 
also saves past trips so you can 
relive that time you nailed the 
perfect commute. 

…make Mr Burns your co-driver. 

The TomTom app (£30, iOS and 
Android) has in-app purchases 
for special voices including The 
Simpsons’ heartless billionaire, 
whose instructions include: “Turn 
right, driving monkey.” 
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OF EVERYTHING

TOP
TEN

For full reviews of every product in the 
Top Tens, visit stuff.tv/reviews

shop
Our Top Tens are now fully 
shoppable on your phone! 

Get the app, scan the 
page, buy the gadget 
– see opposite page 

for more info. 



FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR SMARTPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10S/SMARTPHONES

BlackBerry Priv
BlackBerry’s first Android handset stands out from every other current smartphone 
thanks to its unique design and physical keyboard. It’s a capable powerhouse, and the 
shortcut functionality alone should be enough to tempt avid multitaskers.

OnePlus X
A super-value phone that sets a new standard among sub-£200 mobiles. Its design 
and performance are sound, with no sign of ‘cheapness’. The only real issue is that the 
OnePlus 2 only costs £50 more – with a more versatile camera and realistic colours.

Sony Xperia Z5 Compact
This snatches the ‘small phone, big specs’ baton from the Z3 Compact with ease. It has 
an updated processor and apes the Z5’s battery life. The fingerprint scanner is great, 
but a sluggish camera and only 720p screen mean it has plenty of cheaper competition.

Google Nexus 6P
The 6P gets the Nexus series back on the rails. Camera? Design? Performance? 
Software? All get a serious thumbs-up. Standouts include the finger scanner and 
the front camera, which are among the very best available at any price.

Samsung Galaxy S7
Welcome to the age of ‘sensible Samsung’, a smartphone maker of dependable 
excellence. The Galaxy S7 is straight up brilliant, setting a high bar for all of 
Samsung’s competitors. It looks almost identical to last year’s Galaxy S6 (except 
the camera bump has been trimmed), but it has a better camera, and has 
brought back the S5’s water-resistance and microSD card slot. Plus it’s got 
an always-on display and a whopping 4GB of RAM. We’re smitten.

STUFF SAYS
An imperious update of 
our favourite phone from 
last year: this is the best 
smartphone you can buy
from £570 

from £250

£345 

from £440 

from £200

£540 10
9
8
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OnePlus 2
The second OnePlus phone massively undercuts the big names with performance, 
software and battery life that far exceed some of the £500-odd competition… 
and now you can buy one without having to get hold of a silly invite.

BEST FOR
CUTTING-EDGE 
GADGETEERS

BEST FOR
SUPER 
VALUE

SMARTPHONES 115 

2. Open the app, 
hold your phone 
10cm over the 
page and wait for 
the swirly vortex.

3. Scroll through 
the products and 
pick your options, 
then hit ‘buy’ or 
save it for later.

1. Download and 
install the free 
Shop Stuff app, 
available on iOS 
and Android.

Looking for the 
best deal on the 
Samsung Galaxy 
S7? You can now 
find it – and buy 
it – by scanning 
this page… 

Download the Shop Stuff app

HOT

BUY

Apple iPhone 6s
“Everything’s changed” is pushing it, but within the 6s’s familiar body lies a surprising 
amount of innovation. You’ll really notice the A9 processor’s added speed, the 12MP 
camera’s scope and quality, and of course, the time-saving delight that is 3D Touch. 

from £500

Vodafone Smart Prime 6
Want the biggest, sharpest display for under £100? This 5in 720p screen wouldn’t look 
out of place in a phone twice the price. If you like gaming or want to watch videos on 
the move, this is a real bargain – as long as you don’t mind being locked to Vodafone. 

from £65

6

LG G4
The leather-clad LG G4 is a treat for those who want something that looks and feels 
a bit different. Its camera is incredibly powerful, giving you almost as much control as 
a DSLR, and the large screen is brilliant… but the battery life holds it back from the top.

£285

Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge
Compared to the brilliant S7, the S7 Edge has a bigger 5.5in display, a higher-capacity 
battery and, of course, that curved touchscreen with its swipeable row of widgets. If 
you can afford it, then paying £70 more seems reasonable for a better-looking phone.

from £640 
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PLUG INTO STUFF’S 
SOCIAL NETWORK
 facebook.com/joinstuff

FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TABLET BUYING GUIDE, VISIT WWW.STUFF.TV/TOP-10S/TABLETS

Microsoft Surface 3
Microsoft finally nailed the hybrid formula with the Surface Pro 3, and now it’s 
translated it to this: a smart, ultra-portable design with the benefits of full Windows 
8.1. It’s easily the best affordable Surface yet. Just make sure you buy the keyboard. 

Apple iPad Mini 2 with Retina display
Yes, it’s not as good as the new Mini 4… but believe it or not, Apple’s iPad Mini 2 is the 
best cheap-ish tablet on the market. At this price, it’s frankly bargain-tastic. That’s 
why the ‘old’ model stays in our Top 10 – it’s still a mini tablet of real quality.

Apple iPad Pro
Apple’s tablet colossus, the supercharged iPad Pro, is for serious creatives with deep 
pockets: the perfect digital coffee-table book that just about doubles as a laptop. To 
make best use of all that screen, remember to also buy a Smart Keyboard and Pencil.

Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 9.7
Slimmer and faster, with a brilliant screen and serious stamina, the Galaxy Tab S2 
sees Samsung back in the running for the Android throne. The Xperia Z4 almost pips 
it with its bundled keyboard, but the S2’s a versatile, big-screen tab first and foremost.

Apple iPad Mini 4
This is the mini tab we’ve been waiting for. It’s 1.4mm thinner and 32g lighter, just the 
right size for a great portable entertainment hub, and subtle display tweaks will do 
justice to games and graphic novels alike. Plus it will easily last three days on a charge.

Apple iPad Air 2
The iPad Air didn’t really need to be thinner, but that doesn’t mean 6.1mm isn’t 
mighty impressive. This combines with reassuring weight and impeccable build 
quality to make this the most desirable tab on the planet. While the display is the 
same Retina resolution as before, clever screen tech brings the pixels closer to 
the surface, and the whole experience is even faster than before thanks to the 
new A8X chip. Basically it’s the best tablet in the world made even better.

STUFF SAYS
Thinner, lighter and mightier: 
Apple’s iron-fi sted reign at 
the top of the tablet charts 
continues unabated
from £360 

£345

from £410

from £295 

from £605

Sony Xperia Z4 Tablet
Sony have added a keyboard to this already stunning tab, so now it’s handy for work 
as well as play, just like a Windows hybrid. Superb battery life, plenty of power, a slim 
body and super-vivid screen make this a great Android alternative to an iPad Air 2.

£500 (with 
keyboard)

from £190
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Google Nexus 9
The design isn’t as pristine, but this is a real Android contender to rival the iPads. You get 
the new Android 6.0 Marshmallow software, bags of power and a super-sharp display. 
With 12 hours of video play and two front-facing speakers, it’ll be a great film buddy. 

£265

Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 8.0
This is the best of the small-screen Android tablets, bringing you all the fab features of 
its bigger brother but in a smaller, even lighter form design. The 8in model is great for 
reading mags, playing games and watching films, while being easier to hold in one hand. 

£280

Google Pixel C
The Pixel C is our new favourite tabtop. This 10in tablet with keyboard and 2K display 
is excellent for working on the go, and it’ll handle demanding games easily. The 
Android OS is a major advantage – the choice of apps is years ahead of Chrome OS.

from £400

116 TABLETS
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FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR HI-FI BUYING GUIDE, JUMP OVER TO STUFF.TV/TOP-10S/HI-FI

Bluesound multiroom system
Fancy a bit of Sonos-style multiroom but with better-than-CD-quality sound thrown 
in? You want Bluesound. There are all-in-one speakers, adapters for your existing hi-fi, 
and a Vault that rips and stores all your CDs. All can handle high-resolution audio.

Monitor Audio Airstream S200
It may look a bit like a floppy skyscraper, but the Monitor Audio’s Bluetooth-plus-AirPlay 
speaker makes a lot of sense, mostly because it takes up very little shelf/desk/table 
space but makes loads of lovely noise. It’s a bit of a steal at this price.

Bowers & Wilkins Zeppelin Wireless
‘Wireless speakers’ and ‘quality’ don’t always go hand in hand. But this is a desirable 
product through and through – and in terms of sound and design, not a penny is left 
unaccounted for. It’s the ultimate wireless speaker for the streaming-savvy audiophile.

Naim Mu-so Qb
This can-do cube complements its big brother’s more refined character with a confident 
presentation that pays no attention to its physical size. And its features list makes it more 
flexible than Madonna’s yoga teacher. A stunning addition to the Mu-so family.

Cambridge Audio Go
There are loads of very cheap Bluetooth speakers out there, but we reckon it’s worth 
spending that little bit more to get something that’s really good – and that’s the Go. 
It sounds awesome, it’s really nicely built and its battery lasts a massive 18 hours.

Bowers & Wilkins T7
The T7 is B&W’s first attempt at a portable Bluetooth speaker, and its good looks and 
real hi-fi sound combine to make it a real winner. It’s solid and easy to use, and has an 
attractive honeycomb structure that helps reduce cabinet vibrations. 

Google Chromecast Audio
The original Chromecast was a very bright idea: a device to stream TV directly from the 
internet. Chromecast Audio has arrived to do the same to your hi-fi. It’s smart and highly 
affordable, and makes a huge variety of apps such as Spotify and Deezer more fun to use. 

KEF Muo
The KEF Muo sounds as good as it looks, which is very nice indeed. It may be the size of 
a beer can, but it creates a room-filling sound, brilliantly balanced and packed with vim 
and vigour. The Muo has the audio solidity of the B&W T7, but with even greater detail.

Naim Mu-so
How much for a wireless speaker?! Well yes, but what a wireless speaker it is. Naim 
has ploughed all of its high-end hi-fi experience into delivering a beautifully made, 
great-sounding device with AirPlay, Spotify Connect and aptX Bluetooth all on board.

Sonos multiroom system
Who needs to drill holes and replaster walls to get a multiroom music system? Not 
you. With the addition of the cracking little Play:1 (£160) Sonos has made it easier 
than ever to start spreading your tunes around. Then maybe hook up a Connect to 
your existing hi-fi and router, and add speakers to a Connect:Amp in another room, 
or a SUB for a bass boost. You’ll run out of rooms before you run out of options. For 
a further upgrade, the Arcam rSeries SonLink DAC works a treat with the Connect.

BEST FOR
ONE-BOX 
WI-FI HI-FI

BEST FOR
PICNIC PARTIES

STUFF SAYS
Infi nite music in every 
room without the need 
for custom installers? 
Sign us up now, please
from £155  
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FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR HEADPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10S/HEADPHONES

Bose QuietComfort 25
The best kind of silence is the kind you then fill with sweet, sweet music, and that’s 
what the QuietComfort 25s give you. The active noise-cancelling quells office 
hubbub, air-conditioning and aeroplane hum, and delivers cracking sound in its place.

Jabra Pulse
A tech-packed but easy to use pair of wireless buds with good enough sound. The big 
draw here is connection to the Jabra Sport app, delivering heart-rate monitoring and 
pretty much any other stat you might want. There’s also an inline remote and mic.

Soul Electronics Flex
These simple in-ears are brilliant for workouts, as they stay put thanks to the 
comfortable and unobtrusive ear-hooks. Sound quality is excellent, with crisp 
treble notes, clean vocals and even a decent amount of bass for the money.

Monster iSport Wireless Superslim
These fairly chunky wireless units come with a choice of mini-hooks (and buds) that 
squeeze inside your outer ear. They’re expensive and sonically a little edgy, but these 
sporty buds have plenty of detail and the bass is agile. 

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0
The original Sennheiser Momentums were an almost perfect pair of on-ears, and 
we’re pleasantly surprised that the sequel is even more thrilling. They’re pricey, but 
dapper looks soften the blow, as does the lively, hugely transparent sound.

Bowers & Wilkins P5 Wireless
The brand’s first foray into wireless brings luxury for your ears inside and out: these 
are the Aston Martin DB10s of wire-free cans. If you like your sound authoritative, 
dynamic and subtle (and who doesn’t?), you’ll feel right at home with these P5s. 

AKG Y50BT
Proof that good wireless sound doesn’t have to cost the earth: with none of the 
horrid hiss, whine, crack and pop that’s often a glitch of Bluetooth headphones, 
these serve up truckloads of detail, with a full charge promising 20 hours of juice. 

AKG K451
They’ve actually been around a little while now, but what put the K451 on-ears 
back on to our radar was an official price drop from £130 to £80, and a real-world 
price of just £50 or less. For that money they’re unbeatable – awesomely agile 
and punchy sound wrapped up in a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add both 
standard and three-button control cables for maximising compatibility and 
there’s practically no excuse for not getting brilliant sound from your phone.

STUFF SAYS
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost
unbeatable price: the 
perfect phone upgrade
£40  
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JBL Everest 100
The size of a pear drop, JBL’s wireless buds are all about fuss-free fit. Their eight-hour 
battery life will help get you through the daily grind and their sound is one you could 
easily listen to for that long… if you don’t mind your music on the meaty side.

£80 
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SoundMagic E10S
This is actually the third version of SoundMagic’s awesome, affordable in-ears – not 
that you’d tell by looking. They sound even better, though: a little smoother and more 
refined, with tight, weighty bass. Plus there’s now a mic and button for smartphone use.

£40 
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BUY
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HI-RES AUDIO IN THE HOME

HI-RES AUDIO AROUND THE HOME

HI-RES AUDIO ON THE MOVE

The irDAC-II is designed to be the heart of a digital system and 
can be connected to a host of different types of digital sources 
and connections including asynchronous USB and Bluetooth. 

Up to 24bit/384kHz is supported via USB plus DSD128 support.

£495
OR LESS

NEW

NEW £595
OR LESS

New compact wireless music 
system. Its advanced yet simple

to use connectivity includes
Spotify Connect, TIDAL, UPnP, 
Internet Radio, USB, analogue and 

digital inputs. Supports WAV, FLAC 
and AIFF fi les up to 24bit/192kHz.

Combines an integrated amplifi er, CD player, DAB/FM tuner, 
internet radio, iPod dock, digital-to-analogue converter and high 

resolution 24bit/192kHz capable network stream player.
Features TIDAL, Spotify Connect and Bluetooth aptX connectivity.

£3050
OR LESS

This award-winning amp fea-
tures digital and analogue in-
puts plus supports 24bit/96kHz 
HD studio master music files.

£399
OR LESS

BEST STEREO AMP UP TO £500

NAD D 3020

STEREO AMPLIFIERS

£419
OR LESS

NEW

The PULSE MINI delivers true hi-fi  to any nook and cranny of 
your home. Includes digital and analogue inputs and supports 
fi les up to 24bit/192kHz. Bluetooth aptX capability is built-in.

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

£699
OR LESS

NEW

With its advanced WiFi antenna design and blazing ARM Cortex9 
Processors, the POWERNODE 2 ensures a solid connection 
even when streaming high-res audio files around your home.

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

The AK Jr gives everyone the 
opportunity to comfortably listen to 

high resolution audio, supporting 
24bit/192kHz and DSD fi les while 
fi tting comfortably in your pocket.

NEW £399
OR LESS

The Hi-Res XDP-100 digital audio player 
from Pioneer is the right travel partner 
for demanding music fans. It plays 
Hi-Res WAV and FLAC fi les with Studio 
Master resolutions of up to 24bit/384kHz 

and DSD fi les of up to 11.2 MHz. 

NEW £499
OR LESS

This ultra-compact wireless speaker 
will change the way you think about 

personal audio, delivering up to 8 
hours of Hi-Res streaming with its 
optional battery pack.

NEW £269
OR LESS

5 YEAR
WARRANTYOPTIONAL BATTERY PACK REQUIRED

FOR PORTABLE USE.

OPTIONAL GRILLE 
AVAILABLE IN RED, BLUE 

OR ORANGE. £49.95

HI-RES AUDIO. THE FUTURE OF SOUND
Hear it today at Sevenoaks - the experts in hi-res audio

ISSUE 2 OUT NOW!

Read Sevenoaks
Select digital interactive 

magazine today!
www.ssav.com/select
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120 HOME CINEMA

FOR OUR COMPLETE HOME CINEMA TOP 10 LISTS, POINT YOUR CLICKER AT STUFF.TV/TOP-10S

Apple TV (2015)
Cupertino still hasn’t given us a real telly, but this powerful streaming device brims with 
potential. Its Siri Remote could be a game-changer and it works well as a platform for 
third-party apps and games; but for now it’s more pricey and less open than its rivals. 

Philips Fidelio B5
This Philips isn’t just a soundbar. It’s a shape-shifting 4.1 system with detachable ends 
that can double up as surround or multiroom speakers. Clever, eh? Detail levels are 
sky high, while the rumbling bass charges along with accuracy and power.

Dali Kubik One
Dali knows a thing or two about making great-looking, great-sounding loudspeakers, 
and the Kubik One is a riveting listen. It can handle high-res files and offers a gorgeous 
high-end sound. If you’ve got the cash, this is a talented system worth investing in. 

Google Chromecast
The new Chromecast lets you search multiple streaming services from one app, offers 
better Wi-Fi and lets you use your phone to control Android games. For the seriously 
impatient, its smart preloading also loads Netflix episodes almost instantaneously. 

Sonos Playbar
A characteristically Sonos take on the soundbar, the Playbar hooks up to your TV via its 
single optical input and fills your room with a big, detailed sound. And as with all Sonos 
kit, it can stream your own music files, Spotify and more as part of a multiroom system.

Geneva Model Cinema
The impeccably built Model Cinema looks rather lovely (for a soundbase), and being 
a fairly slim box, it has no business sounding this huge and cinematic. It does so with 
authority and insight – it’s like you’re sitting in your own personal theatre.

Canton DM55
This soundbase is a bit like dark chocolate: it may look plain and unassuming, but it’s 
packed with a rich and full-bodied character. If you want that extra oomph to your films 
without breaking the bank or sacrificing too much space, the DM55 is worth a look.

Q Acoustics Media 4
Sure, it doesn’t look like much. And yet, this soundbar has won awards two years in a 
row from our friends at What Hi-Fi? The Media 4 combines subtle detail with precise 
surround effects to be the best-sounding and best-value soundbar you can buy.

Roku 2
Roku’s new mid-range offering is the most compelling yet. It is essentially identical to 
the Roku 3, just without the smart remote. With a customisable feed, Netflix, Now TV, 
Google Play, YouTube and all the UK catch-up services, it’s unbiased, slick and simple.

Amazon Fire TV 4K
Amazon’s new Fire TV is faster and more powerful than last year’s model, but 
more importantly, it supports ultra-detailed 4K video: TV and movies in four 
times the resolution of Full HD. Of course, you’ll need a 4K set to enjoy all those 
extra pixels, but if you’re thinking of making the upgrade soon, this streamer is 
a tele-futurist’s delight. With the added attractions of neat voice controls and 
great gaming functionality, it’s the most complete streaming box you can buy.

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
STREAMING

STUFF SAYS
Netfl ix, iPlayer, Amazon 
video and Android games 
in one 4K-capable box 
£80 
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FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TV BUYING GUIDE, NAVIGATE TO STUFF.TV/TOP-10S/TVS

Finlux 48FT3E242S-T
Finlux makes decent yet cheap TVs and this is no exception. What you get here is a 
48in Full HD screen with a handful of online smarts, all for £400. If you want a vibrant 
picture to show off, this will do nicely. Just don’t expect any miracles.

Samsung UE55JS8500
Each of its 8.3million pixels is put to good use, filling the screen’s handsome real estate 
with pin-sharp outlines, potent contrast and eye-popping colours. Sound-wise, it’s 
way more powerful than bog-standard flatscreens. Worth the pretty penny? Oh yes.

Samsung UE48JU7000
This 48in display is a crowd-pleaser, with great performance, good looks, web-based 
smarts and plenty of connections. Picture quality is stunning – super-sharp and clear 
in 4K, and brilliantly upscaled in 1080p. There’s also a slick multitasking interface.

Sony KDL-55W805C
Plenty of well-executed features outweigh some picture flaws with this Sony, and 
a top-quality 55in Full HD screen at this price is not something to be scoffed at. It uses 
Google’s Android TV platform, so you can cast directly with apps like Now TV. 

LG 55EC930V
Not everyone’s got £2000 to blow on a flatscreen, and if you have to choose between 
OLED and 4K it’s OLED we’d take right now. The awesome colours, super-deep blacks 
and amazing contrast will make everything you already watch look extra-amazing. 

Samsung UE48J6300
A 48in screen seems to be the ideal size for most living rooms, and a prominent curve 
makes this Samsung eye-catching in every respect. The performance is stunning and 
the colours have the right balance of vividness and subtlety. This is a smart TV bargain.

LG 55EG960V
We knew that one day OLED and 4K would be joined in holy matrimony, and 
that the results would be rather special. That day is now upon us and ‘special’ 
doesn’t quite do it justice. This 55in LG is the new pinnacle of TV tech and 
performance, combining the unbelievable colours, contrast and brightness 
of OLED with the super-sharp, ultra-detailed images of 4K to create a picture 
that’s more real and enticing than looking out of the window.

STUFF SAYS
It’s mighty pricey, but 
if you’re after the fi nest 
fl atscreen known to man, 
this is currently it
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John Lewis 55JL9100
Don’t be confused – LG made a TV and John Lewis has slapped its logo all over it. This 
is an option for those who want a big 4K screen without paying big 4K prices. You will 
compromise on detailed video performance, but you’ll still get LG’s intuitive software. 

£400

Sony KD-75X9405C
This is 75 inches of holy cow: the sort of thrilling picture that lets you see exactly how 
much hair gel Paul Hollywood uses, although the default setting is so bright you’ll squint 
like Clint Eastwood. And those proper speakers at the sides make a real difference.

£4500 

£480
Panasonic TX-50CS520
This no-nonsence TV is proof the Japanese giant still has its mojo. Panasonic has 
focused on performance here, and it shows. This is a stunning picture that will have 
you questioning the price tag. Everything is sharp and cleanly drawn – great value.

BEST FOR
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Apple MacBook Air 13in (2015)
Apple is scraping by with pretty much the same Air design as before. You get a new 
processor, new connectors and slightly improved battery life, but still no Retina screen. 
However, if a portable road warrior is what you’re after, this is still a great choice.

Toshiba Chromebook 2
Toshiba has created the most desirable Chromebook to date with some well-judged 
upgrades. Smaller, lighter and great value, the screen’s resolution now has pin-sharp 
HD and the Skullcandy speakers are distortion-free. It lasted eight hours on test. 

Apple MacBook (2015)
This is no ‘Air’, nor ‘Pro’: a clear sign that this is what Apple sees as the future of the 
ultraportable laptop. And it’s certainly very desirable: a 12in lean machine with a superb 
screen and haptic touchpad. The lack of ports can be frustrating, though.

Asus ZenBook UX305
Asus knows what it’s doing. It knows that the Apple MacBook Air laptops are treading 
water and the ZenBook UX305 is pretty much everything the 2015 Air should have 
been, with its fetching aluminium design and as good a display as any £1000 laptop.

Asus X555L
Fancy high performance for a low, low price? Of course you do! This bargain beast 
manages to cram in a speedy Core i5 processor and 8GB of RAM. With a crisp-feeling 
keyboard and responsive trackpad, it’s a challenge not to be impressed with this Asus.

Aorus X3 Plus v5
A great gaming laptop, minus the usual bulk. It can’t quite match the Schenker XMG 
U726, but then it’s more affordable and a lot easier to live with. It has a fantastic 
high-res screen, and all the power you’ll need for future blockbusters.

Dell XPS 13 (2015)
The original XPS 13 was already a great lightweight laptop, but now Dell has given it 
a Windows 10 refresh. If the last one was the thinking person’s ultrabook, this is that 
and a whole lot more. With improved battery life and performance, it’s hard to beat.

Apple MacBook Pro 13in (2015)
Apple didn’t change too many parts of the MacBook Pro for 2015. There’s 
a fancy new trackpad and the latest generation of Intel CPUs, which deliver 
better stamina as well as a chunk more power. This is an incremental upgrade, 
but given how good the Pro already was, that’s more than enough to keep it 
right at the top of the laptop honours list well into 2016. If you need power as 
well as stamina and portability, this is one of the best laptops money can buy.

STUFF SAYS
If it ain’t broke… it hasn’t 
radically changed, but the 
Pro’s performance and 
trackpad are top of its class
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Microsoft Surface Book
Microsoft’s finally made a laptop, and shorn of its initial bugs, the Surface Book is a 
lustrous Windows machine with premium appeal. With an innovative hinged design, 
plenty of oomph and a tablet option, this sleek hybrid gets a lot right. 

from 
£1300

Schenker XMG U726
The U726 has the guts to run the most demanding games at full HD or 4K resolution 
with all settings maxed out, and the screen and speakers to make them look and sound 
blinding. If you want a proper games machine to stash away easily, this is perfect.

from 
£2700

BEST FOR
PRACTICAL 
PORTABILITY
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124 GAMES CONSOLES

FOR THE FULL REVIEWS IN EACH CATEGORY AND OUR BUYING GUIDES, VISIT WWW.STUFF.TV/TOP-10S

Sony PlayStation 4
The best and most popular games machine on the planet. It has whisper-quiet 
operation, a sleek form and bags of power, with full 1080p on all titles and not 
a whiff of lag. And if 500GB of storage is too little for you, a 1TB model is now 
available. New features like Remote Play, PS Now and PS Plus also add real value 
and wow factor. With exclusive titles such as Uncharted 4 and No Man’s Sky still 
to come, the PS4 has plenty more to offer soon.

STUFF SAYS
The PS4 was brilliant 
when it launched, 
and it’s undeniably 
even better now
from £270  1

Alienware Alpha
It’s not quite a PS4 or Xbox One-beater, but this is the most console-like PC there’s 
ever been. Steam is the main interface, but it runs on top of Windows for maximum 
game compatibility, and performance is very impressive.

Sony PS Vita Slim
If you’re serious about gaming on the go, the Vita is way better than a smartphone, 
and when you get home you can play your PS4 games in bed thanks to Remote Play. 
That’s gaming decadence, right there.

Nintendo Wii U
While it hasn’t had the same impact as the original Wii, don’t underestimate the U’s 
fun factor. Nintendo’s bottomless bag of superb game franchises rolls on with the 
excitement of Mario Kart 8, with its anti-gravity karts and submarine racing.

Microsoft Xbox One
This is very different to the Xbox One of 2013. Most significantly, the unpopular Kinect 
feature is now out of the deal, allowing Microsoft to drop the price and releasing enough 
extra power for developers to make their games look and play better.

from £255 

from £500 
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£230 
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HOME COMPUTERS 125

Apple iMac with Retina 5K display (2015)
The 5K 27in iMac is the most desirable home computer in the world. It doesn’t 
try any funny stuff or any ‘revolutionary’ gimmicks. However, fantastic 
hardware design, great software and a terrific screen make it a joy to use 
day to day. There are plenty of bits that could be improved, and despite the 
fancy screen this is ultimately a good old-fashioned home PC in a shiny box. 
But what’s wrong with that, eh?

STUFF SAYS
What was already our 
favourite PC has been 
further fi nessed with 
Apple magic
from £1225  1

Sapphire Edge VS8
This mini-PC may look like the Terminator’s lunchbox, but it houses AMD’s 1.6GHz A8 
APU and dedicated HD7600G graphics with 4GB of RAM. A capable little fellow, the VS8 
even does a decent job with the latest gaming titles (with the detail dialled back a little).

Alienware X51 (2014)
The X51 hasn’t changed a huge amount, but the wee size matched with powerful 
components make it perfectly suited to HD gaming. Steam Machines are going to 
liven this market up but right now it’s the best balance of power and form in PC land.

Zotac Zbox Nano XS AD11 Plus
Exceptionally tiny and powerful, this is a PC for the post-PC era. The Zotac manages to 
pack a dual-core 1.65GHz AMD Fusion processor, 2GB of RAM and a 64GB SSD into its 
sub-Mac Mini frame – making it the ultimate net-top or media centre.

Raspberry Pi 3 B
It just keeps getting tastier by the year – 50% faster, 100% more Wi-Fi, same price. No 
other circuit board computer touches what the Pi offers as a package: the amazing value 
hardware, the mountains of online support and the sheer wealth of projects you can try.
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Honeywell Evohome
Set schedules to control the precise temperature of each individual room of your 
family home, using either the tablet-like central controller or the free Total Connect 
Comfort app. It’s a big old investment, but you’ll soon pity anyone living without it.

Netatmo Welcome
Netatmo’s smartcam now has added face recognition capability, which works reliably 
well once it knows a face, and all the usual motion and noise detection is controllable. 
We also like the way individual profiles can be adjusted. Slick and hugely informative.

Philips Hue (2015)
While Hue once stood alone in its own colourful smartbulb world, recent updates mean 
it’ll now play nice with Apple HomeKit, which brings Siri voice control. Not an Apple fan? 
There’s also support for Samsung SmartThings, and Nest Weave is on the way.

Garmin Fenix 3
This is a serious sports watch. It’s especially geared for triathlon, with a dedicated race 
mode, but it’s also a great training tool for each discipline and other sports besides. 
It doesn’t do heart monitoring, but a 10-day battery life is your compensation.

Pebble Time Steel
It’s very similar to the Pebble Time, but the extra Gorilla Glass 3 on the front makes it 
a bit less damage-prone and the bonus battery life means it’ll last for a solid week of 
proper use. These tweaks ensure that the Time Steel is the best Pebble you can buy.

LG G Watch Urbane
While the original G Watch R didn’t exactly set our hearts aflutter, the handsome 
Urbane is currently the best Android Wear smartwatch we’ve tried. It boasts a slick, 
superior screen that’ll last you nearly two whole days on a single charge.

Synology DS214se
Within this entry-level hardware beats the best NAS (network attached storage) 
software yet. Not gorgeous to look at, but at least it’s small and easy to hide away. 
If you’re new to the NAS party, the DS214se is the cheapest way to get onboard. 

Jawbone UP3
With its latest band, Jawbone has delivered meaningful fitness data in a stylish 
package. The splashproof UP3 is unobtrusive, lasts over five days and does well not 
to overwhelm you with stats; instead it provides useful information at relevant times.

Nest Learning Thermostat (3rd gen) 
The latest Nest adds the ability to control your hot water (if you have a separate 
tank), as well as a slightly nicer dial with a bigger screen that, helpfully, shows you a 
clock when you walk past. It’s not the most dramatic update, but it didn’t need to be.  

Apple Watch
Apple’s Watch is by no means the first smartwatch, but it is the most desirable. 
It’s more luxurious (and yes, more expensive) than its rivals, its software is better 
thought out, and there are loads of interesting new apps.
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Sony DSC-RX100 IV
The RX100 IV is a superb premium point-and-shoot that offers all the versatility, 
flexibility and dependable all-round performance you could need. And while you 
may hesitate at the price, no other current pocket-sized camera can best it.

Panasonic Lumix LX100 
This is one the most capable premium compacts on the market – and the LX100’s 
4K capabilities give it a crucial edge over its rivals. HD video capture and superb stills 
performance make the Panasonic a star performer when it comes to the basics too. 

Nikon Coolpix S7000
If small and light is the way you need to go, you can jam the affordable S7000 in your 
jeans and you won’t even know it’s there. Yet it still packs a 20x optical zoom and 
back-illuminated 16MP sensor, as well as 4-axis image stabilisation and Wi-Fi.

Canon EOS 5DS
A fantastic piece of kit that any pixel-peeping SLR fan will get heaps of enjoyment out 
of. The astounding 50MP sensor puts an incredible amount of pictorial detail at your 
fingertips, and the 5DS is very much pitched as Canon’s ultimate stills camera.

Olympus PEN-F
The first with an electronic viewfinder and 5-axis stabilisation, this is the best PEN 
by some margin. It’s similar spec-wise to the OM-D E-M5 II, but this is a hugely 
desirable piece of design and an immensely capable camera for all-round shooting.

Sony A6000
Sony’s new system camera may be tiny but it packs a big photographic punch. There 
may be no optical image stabilisation but the incredible speed and accuracy of the 
A6000’s autofocus is a real highlight, as is its large, clear electronic viewfinder.

Sony RX10 II
Sporting a memory-attached sensor, this camera has the ability to record video at 
1000fps or stills at 1/32,000 of a second – speeds usually reserved for pro kit. As an 
all-rounder with a non-interchangeable lens, there’s no other model that can touch it.

Sony A7R II
Yes, it’s expensive, but the A7R II combines impeccable build quality with a class-leading 
full-frame sensor, 5-axis image stabilisation, huge ISO range, super-fast autofocus, an 
excellent viewfinder and 4K video recording. Simply the finest Sony camera ever made. 

Sony Cyber-shot HX60V
The HX60V is a top-class all-rounder, the Ian Botham of snappers. Few cameras offer 
this level of versatility in such a lightweight package: a 30x optical zoom lens, 1080p 
video, manual controls and GPS for tagging… plus NFC and Wi-Fi for cable-free sharing.

Fujifilm X-T10
For rich landscapes, detailed macro shots, stunningly sharp portraits and everyday 
photos, the X-T10 beats most other choices at any price. It also handles beautifully 
and can be paired with some of the most consistently superb lenses you’ll ever find.
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DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 5 MAY

hat’s the fanciest Pog I ever saw.
If the official rulebook classifies any 
circular disc as a verified Pog then 
yes, it is, but you’re technically wrong. 

Really wrong, in fact. What we have here isn’t a 
simple kids’ plaything, but a glass storage crystal 
that’s capable of harbouring 360TB of data, 
which is around 75,000 DVDs or approximately 
2.3 billion cat gifs. If that isn’t impressive enough, 
this next fact definitely is – the data has an 
essentially unlimited lifespan, although it will 
degrade after 13.8 billion years if kept at 190°C. 
Not a bad effort though, eh?

13.8 billion years? Are you serious?
Our primary source of life, that big, burning ball 
in the sky, will run out of fuel in around five billion 
years. So when all trace of humanity is wiped 
out, when the Earth is covered in pitch black, 
unforgiving ice, your 5D Superman memory 
crystal will be just as readable as the day it was 
created. Assuming an advanced alien civilisation 
stumbles across it, of course.

Your 5D what???
5D Superman memory crystal. The Superman 
reference should be obvious, and the 5D refers 

to five dimensions. A super-fast laser pumps 
out short, intense pulses of light – we’re talking 
as fast as one quadrillionth of a second each – 
and data is essentially burned into the quartz 
in three layers of dots, which are just five 
micrometres apart. The five dimensions 
refer to the dots’ size and orientation, as 
well as the three-dimensional position of the 
nanostructures. In other words, there are some 
very, very clever science-type things going on. 
While there’s no word on a general release for 
the tech, suffice it to say that we don’t expect 
to see it in Staples any time soon. [ W
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