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New tech with the power to dent the universe

P R E S E N T S…

GameChanger

BR AGI THE DASH PRO  
The original Bragi The Dash was a bit of a revelation. Gone was the tethering of a conventional wireless headphone, and in its place 

separate units for each ear. They also offered incredible sound via balanced speakers, passive noise cancelling and up to six hours of 
play on the move. But Bragi just raised the game. Again.  

The newly released Dash Pro takes things one step further. While the Dash was designed primarily to enable you to listen to music, 
the Dash Pro headphones are way smarter. Their killer feature is the ability to translate language in real time using built-in iTranslate. 

Let’s just make that clear – you can travel almost anywhere in the world (it supports 40 different languages) and have a face-to-
face conversation with someone without learning a single word of their local tongue. Mind-blowing features aside, the Dash Pro 
also comes with auto-tracking, so as soon as you start running/swimming/cycling, it’ll automatically track your workouts without 

you having to do anything. Elsewhere, Bragi has made improvements to the audio balance, for a more natural sound; there’s a 
simplified touch interface and it’s easier to connect with your phone. You can even get the tips tailored to fit your lugs,  

for a better fit and sound. 
Price approx. `24,600 Available Now URL bragi.com



Want to know the best of everything? 

Well, almost everything! Turn to pg 40 to 
check out the gadgets that will enhance 
your everyday life. The gadgets we 
recommend can make your home smarter, 
elevate your home cinema setup, make you 
fitter or even entertain for hours.

Last month concluded two major technology 
events – Computex and CES Asia and we’ve 
got the best tech from the show floor 
that you can look forward to.
 
Nokia made a re-entry into the Indian 
market with the new Android phone dubbed 
Nokia 6 whereas OnePlus wooed everyone 
with the latest OnePlus 5.

Our set of reviews this month includes 
Panasonic’s latest Lumix GH5 camera, 
BenQ’s 4K projector, a 4K TV, a retro-
looking speaker and more. The action 
starts from pg 71.

Editor’s letter
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THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying guide 
you’ll ever encounter. To create it, we’ve 
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count, to bring you rock-solid 
recommendations. 
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Televisions are becoming ridiculously 
thin now.  
And how. LG has gone so far as to 
denote the W in W7 as Wallpaper. 
Not entirely accurate but it does 
make sense when you see the lack of 
mass on the TV. 

But this comes at the cost of a 
separate sound bar.
A small price to pay for something 
that could easily pass off as a wall 
painting or a window though. It’s the 
polar opposite of the panel when you 
notice the bulk but they are two peas 
in a pod as you’ll soon understand.
 
I get that it’s necessary for sound 
output but what else?   
The Dolby Atmos sound bar also 
functions as the central hub of sorts 
housing the power supply, ports 
panel and things you’d find at the 
back or under the panel. Sadly, it isn’t 
wireless and a flat ribbon cable 
connects the two.

LG OLED W7
`30,00,000, www.lg.com/in

Hold on, so I’ll get a true Dolby 
Atmos soundsphere?
Hate to burst your bubble but the 
upfiring speakers aren’t positioned to 
push effects like a discreet Atmos 
surround system. Instead, you’ll have 
to make do with a virtual effect. Note 
that only Dolby Digital Plus audio 
works for this.
 
Turned out to be a misnomer then. 
Moving on to the panel...  
The panel supports all HDR formats 
like Dolby Vision, HDR10, Hybrid Log 
Gamma (HLG) and advanced HDR 
from Technicolor, which is quite 
frankly, the best move LG could have 
made. HDR is going to blow up very 
soon and this panel guarantees a bit 
of future-proofing.

This pleases me a lot. So anything 
new with the user interface?
We aim to please, well, LG does. It 
has made a few tweaks here and 
there to its new WebOS 3.5 OS, 
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making it snappier. New features like 
Magic Zoom will let you zoom into 
any part of a picture. Magic Link 
provides additional information 
about the image onscreen and 
Gallery Mode can display your own 
photos or pre-loaded high-quality  
4K artwork. 

But how do I control everything? 
Why, through the bundled Magic 
Motion remote of course! It can be 
used to navigate via gestures, scroll 
and even voice commands. While 
there are dedicated buttons for 
Netflix and Amazon, apps can also 
be mapped to long presses of 
numeric keys.
 

The W7 is available 
in 65 inches and 77 

inches sizes



 Hype
LG OLED W7

reat to 
loo at and 
p s in a 
lot of tech
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The TruMotion setting de-blurs and handles fast 
action-based scenes with ease

While the top of the panel uses screws for mounting, 
the bottom sticks to the mounting plate via magnets

Vital stats
4 
Number of HDMI 
inputs
 
Smart Share 
S ppo t b th  

d co e h e  

1,000 nits 
Peak brightness  

in highlights 
 

4.2 output 
Ch l f th d

s k   

It’s gr
look a
packs
lot of 
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orts both screenSuppo
ontent share and co

Channels of the surround
speaker system

Brightness maxes out at 540 
nits for Cinema mode but 
gets bumped up for Vivid 
and Standard modes



PREVIEW

Sony a9
`TBA, sony.co.in
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Woah, quite a camera!
The a9 is Sony’s epic new 
mirrorless camera, packing 
the world’s first full-frame 
Exmor RS 24.2MP CMOS 
sensor, able to shoot up to 
20fps bursts. This beauty is 
built for intense speed 
thanks to its huge sensor, 
making it a no-brainer for 
sports and nature 
photography… Though that’s 
if you have the need and the 
budget, of course.  
 
 
 

Vital stat
20fps
The speed th  
blackout-  
shooting d

693
The numbe h  
detection p
the focus y

24.2MP
The resolution of the 

full-frame stacked 
CMOS sensor

5-axis
The in-body image 

stabilisation with a 
5.0-step shutter speed

Sony’s new a9 is a 
groundbreaking, full-frame 

mirrorless camera with 
dual SD card slots, built 

to deliver unrivalled speed 
and capture pin-sharp 

images, thanks to a 35mm 
full-frame Exmor sensor

What else is going on here?
It’s absolutely packed with 
cutting-edge tech, starting 
with that stacked sensor and 
a high-speed processing 
circuit and Bionz X image 
processing engine, with 
imaging data sent through 
the sensor rather than around 
it. The sensor produces a 20 
times faster data readout, 
helping it shoot at 20fps.  
A blackout-free shooting 
experience can be enjoyed 
when viewing the action 
through the 3,686k-dot 

Quad-VGA Tru-Finder, so 
you can focus on the action.

Does it shoot 4K, too?
Yup. The Sony a9 has an 
improved 4K video 
recording function, making 
use of the full pixel readout 
of the entire back-
illuminated CMOS sensor. 
The camera can also record 
Full HD at up to 120fps. This 
magnesium alloy-body 
camera is built for simpler 
handling, too, with a 
multi-selector joystick on 

the back, enabling you to shift 
focus easily within the frame. 
There’s also touch focusing  
on the rear, three-inch LCD 
screen.

Impressive! When is this out?
The Sony a9 is not yet out in 
India but should be launched 
really soon. 

ts

d of the
-free
mode

er of phase
n points in 
sing system
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The a9 features Sony’s highest 
resolution viewfinder, a high-
luminance Quad-VGA OLED Tru-

Finder with 3,686K dots for detail 
reproduction. It has a ZEISS T coating 
plus a fluorine coating to repel dirt
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 HTC U11
`51,990, htc.com/in

Another new phone, T3? I can barely keep up…
Don’t worry, this one stands out from the 
crowd. HTC’s new flagship phone isn’t just 
packed with the usual high-end specs, it 
also has a new Edge Sense feature – you can 
control the phone by squeezing it!  

…Come again?
The sides of the U11 are pressure-sensitive
and since you hold your phone there 
anyway, HTC has turned a quick squeez  
into a shortcut. You can use it to open y
most-used apps, or to access one of the
built-in voice assistants (both Google H
and Amazon Alexa are eagerly awaiting  
help). When you’re in the camera app, y  
can just squeeze to take a picture – 
no fiddly button pressing required.

Okay, sounds like it could it be useful.  
What else is new here?
HTC says the camera is a beast, earning  
highest-ever score for a phone in the 
DxOMark  pro image benchmark (90, 
compared to the Samsung Galaxy S8’s 
thanks partly to a super-fast autofocus  
little noise in low-light conditions. It’s al
looking like a hell of a performer, with a f
Snapdragon 835 processor showing str  
promise in early benchmarks, and a slick 
Liquid UI interface.

Nice! Anything extra I should know?
HTC’s also going all-in on audio here, 
including bundling some genuinely grea  
noise-cancelling headphones right in th
box. They can even tune their sound to  
shape of your ear!

Sounds good. When can I get it? 
You can buy it right now.

W W W.T3INDIA.COM
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Vital stats
12 megapixels
The rear UltraPixel 
camera’s resolution

2.45GHz
The maximum speed of 
the 64-bit Snapdragon 
835 processor

5.5 inches
The size of the U11’s 
2560 x 1440 display 

25 per cent
The performance 

improvement from 
the HTC 10

The U11’s front 
camera is 16MP 
– more than the 
rear camera! It 
includes most of 
the same great 
image-enhancing 
tech, too

The U11 has a Liquid Surface finish, which 
means randomly layered precious metals 
across the phone’s back refract light to 
give it a unique shimmery look
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Panasonic EX750
`3,10,000, panasonic.com/in

Refreshing to see a Panasonic panel but only LED?
Just adding a single O to LED jacks up the price 
considerably which is why you’re still going to see 4K 
LED panels for the time being.      

Ah yes, makes sense. So can it match OLED 
contrast? 
You can’t really compare their contrast levels 
but the EX750 still puts up a good fight with 
Digitally Enhanced Local Dimming. It helps 
reduce glare from external light sources and is 
able to display deep blacks.

Why is Local Dimming familiar to me?  
Because it’s mostly associated with edge 
LED’s. Panasonic has gone a step further and 
added a new shuttering system which lets 
external light reach each liquid crystal at the 
best angle resulting in rich gradation.
 
Moving on, does it really need to be wall 
mounted?  
It comes with a swivel stand that lets users 
turn the display which is quite nifty in certain 
situations. It might not be the slimmest TV 
around but the premium looking silver bezels 
would make it a fine addition to your room.

And where do the wires go?  
Where else but the stand’s central pole. The switch 
design contains enough room for neatly hiding those 
annoying cables.
 
Has Panasonic included their own OS? 
In a way. Built upon the defunct Firefox OS, Panasonic 
took over the developmental reigns and the result is My 
Home Screen 2.0. Usability has been improved with the 
intuitive interface allowing you to store apps or files in 
folders and a search function that finds contents from 
multiple sources.

I’m a gamer with a deep hate for input lag. 
Say no more as Panasonic has included a Game Mode 
which they claim reduces input lag by half the amount. 
This should make playing some fast past multiplayer 
games much more palatable. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Vital stats
HCX2
Studio colour processor 
under the hood  

20W  
Full range dual 
speakers

65” 
Size of the  

panel 

HDR
Supports HDR10 

2400Hz processing means the 
action on screen keeps up 
without any juddering 
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Yu Yureka Black
`8,999, yuplaygod.com  

Yu? Haven’t heard that name in a while.
The company took a leave of absence to refresh and 
re-evaluate itself. For those with a good memory, you’ll 
remember the first smartphone from Yu was the Yureka.

I do remember it being bigger and boring.  
Welcome Yu-turn (pun intended) if you ask us. Available in 
Matte Black and Glossy Black, the device is a looker with 
its suave design and silver antenna lines adorning both the 
top and bottom. Although its curved and easy to hold, you 
need to carefully handle this slippery beast.
 
My friends call me butter fingers. Is there any hope for me to 
use it? 
Since you’re hopeless we’d definitely recommend a back 
cover or case especially with the glossy variant which 
attracts fingerprints and scratches like there’s no 
tomorrow. Good news about the screen is that it’s 
protected by Gorilla Glass 3. 

Rude! Anyway, with CyanogenMod gone the way of the 
dinosaurs, has YU stuck with stock Android? 
Barring a few tweaks it’s more or less stock Android 
Marshmallow. Before you cringe at the use of a 2 year old 
OS, an update to the latest 7.1.2 Nougat is coming very 
soon. Currently, it’s under beta testing to iron out any 
bugs.
 
At this price I’m surprised to see the fingerprint sensor at the 
front.
We think it’s a good move to embed it into the home 
button which separates it from the current competition. It 
does have the side effect of having on screen navigation 
buttons which reduce the screen real estate somewhat.  

Liking what I’ve heard so far but does it multitask well? 
This isn’t what you were expecting to hear but it has 4GB 
RAM! Yes, that isn’t a typo so no more killing processes. 
Minimise and suspend them like there’s no tomorrow! Just 
go easy on the 3D games, okay?
 
Not much of a gamer anyhow. I read more.  
For readers like you, there’s a Night Light mode which 
removes blue light and makes it easier on your eyes when 
reading at night. You can even schedule it to run 
automatically.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Vital stats
8MP
Front camera with 
selfie flash 

Sony IMX258 
Sensor used by the  
13MP rear camera 

3000mAh
Capacity of the non-

removable battery 

1080p
Resolution of the  

5” screen

With Antitheft, you can remote lock  
and data wipe in case of theft 
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Nokia 6
`14,999, nokia.com/phones

Nokia is back to connecting people?   
Hah! Been a while already and you might remember us 
covering the 3310 back in April. The Nokia 6 is the 
company diving head first into the Android ecosystem.  

Android, huh? Nokia finally adapting is good.  
It’s evolve or die and Nokia doesn’t want to go down that 
route again no doubt. The Nokia 6 runs on Android 
Nougat 7.1.1 with stock interface without any ugly 
overlays or bloatware eating up precious space. 

Regardless, I rarely see companies offering timely Android 
updates. 
Nokia is promising regular software updates to keep the 
phone secure. With Android O on the horizon, it would 
be interesting to see how quickly they are able to release 
it.
 
Seems like this spartan approach extends to the design as 
well.  
Nokia is playing it safe by keeping things simple with a 
no-nonsense design. A matte finish on the back and 
diamond cut edges emit a cold vibe but hey, build quality 
is solid. And thus the target demographic is happy!

Now onto the hardware...  
The Nokia 6 houses a 5.5” FHD display, Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 430 processor with Adreno 505 graphics, 
3GB RAM, 32GB internal storage expandable upto 
128GB, fingerprint scanner, dual speakers with Dolby 
Atmos support and a 3000mAh non-removable battery. 

Nothing earth shattering but it works. And now the camera.
There is a 16MP camera on the rear with Phase Detection 
AutoFocus (PDAF), f/2.0 aperture, 1.0um pixel size and 
dual-LED flash. On the front is a 8MP autofocus camera 
with 1.12um pixel size and f/2.0 aperture having 84 
degrees field of view.
 
I’d like to give it a try. When does it go on sale?  
The Nokia 6 is the first online only device from the 
company to be sold exclusively on Amazon India with 
pre-orders opening from 14 July. Amazon Prime 
customers get a cashback of `1,000 with a host of other 
offers.
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Vital stats
3 colours
Available in Matte Black, 
Tempered Blue  
and Silver   
 
7.2w
Peak output from the 
speakers  

85%
Colour gamut 

reproduction of 
the screen 

 
403ppi

Pixel density of 
the screen  

It takes 55 minutes to craft  
the smartphone from a solid  

block of metal
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OnePlus 5
From ̀ 32,999, oneplusstore.in

Typo alert! The title should be OnePlus 4.   
Buddy, that’s totally wrong! The company has skipped 4 
due to it being considered unlucky in Southeast Asian 
culture. This belief stems from the pronunciation of four 
sounding similar to death in China.  

Didn’t expect trivia as collateral! Anyhow, that design is 
highly uninspired.  
Don’t bother softening the criticism. We know the rear 
looks like a near carbon copy of the iPhone 7 Plus, with 
its dual-camera placement and antenna lines. OnePlus 
wanted to keep the camera bump as inward as possible 
and their choices were limited.

Total ‘meh’ on the design. Dual camera is a first for the 
company right?  
Yes and it’s actually the main focus of the OP5 made very 
clear by the tagline, ‘Dual Camera. Clearer Photos’ that 
can be seen on the retail box and everywhere else. The 
dual-camera setup features a 16MP Sony IMX398 lens and 
a 20MP Sony IMX350 telephoto sensor. The former has a 
f/1.7 aperture while the latter a much narrow f/2.6 
aperture.

In real-world usage what does this translate into?   
To sum it up succinctly, the wide aperture on the main lens 
will help with snaps taken in low light and the high MP 
count can capture highly colourful and vibrant shots. The 
new Portrait mode is able to blur the background around 
the subject focus while the Auto HDR mode helps in 
levelling the exposure and contrast.

All that is well and good but the screen is sadly too bezel-
filled for my liking.
No all-screen display is a bummer for sure but it can now 
cover the versatile DCI-P3 colour gamut when coupled 
with the AMOLED screen, which gives everything much 
more depth. You even get Gorilla Glass 5 protection on it!
 
I’m just wondering whether this focus on camera means 
less-than-stellar specifications. 
OnePlus will never let that happen. You can see their 
commitment with the inclusion of the Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 835 processor, 6/8GB RAM, 64/128GB UFS 
2.1 storage and major speed improvements across the 
board.

W W W.T3INDIA.COM
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Vital stats
0.2s 
Fast unlock with the 
fingerprint sensor 

 
40 per cent 
Faster autofocus in 
comparison to the 3T  

5.5 inches  
Size of the  

FHD display  
 
 

Bluetooth 5 
Latest standard makes it 

future proof  

Dual camera setup includes 
a regular and a telephoto 
sensor
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Xbox One X
approx. ̀ 32,000 ($499), www.xbox.com

That name is quite a mouthful. 
Agreed. We feel the original code name of Project Scorpio 
would have been better. What’s in a name though? You’ll be 
more interested in knowing that it’s the world’s most 
powerful console till date.

Wow, so I can call it the small wonder then.
Showing your age there with that dated reference! But yes, 
the small black box hides within it hardware improvements 
which would put the original Xbox One to shame, both in 
terms of size and specs that even surpass the PS4 Pro.
 
You lie! How can that be possible?  
I would be offended but I know how surprised you are. Let’s 
look at some cold hard numbers. The new console ships 
with 6 teraflops of raw computing power and 12GB of 
GDDR5 RAM. A custom GPU engine has also been used, 
which is clocked at 1172MHz which beats the PS4 Pro on all 
fronts. Although they all share the same AMD Jaguar base. 

So I can say hello to 4K gaming goodness from the comfort  
of my couch?
Of course but the games that will run natively at 4K are still 
a mystery. Do note that even the most powerful gaming 
computers today struggle to maintain a decent framerate, 
so we might see something similar to Sony’s chequer-
boarding method with more graphically intensive games.  
 
I see no mention of Kinect here.  
Nothing has changed since last year’s Xbox One S reveal. In 
fact, Microsoft hopes you’d rather forget it ever existed, as 
there’s no port for it either. But you can buy an adapter if 
you’re so inclined. Just don’t expect much, or any action 
out of it.
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Vital stats
Backward 
Compatibility 
You’ll also be playing 
original Xbox games very soon
 
HDR 
Not only films but some 
upcoming games will also  
use it

4K Blu-ray  
Supports playback  

of UHD discs
 
 

3.8kg 
Might be small but is 
the heaviest console 

around till date  

Even if you don’t have 
a 4K TV, games with 
run at FHD will run 
much smoother

And VR? No headset like Sony?  
Surprisingly, not even a peep regarding that from Microsoft. 
The One X is clearly powerful enough to handle VR but we’ll 
have to wait and see when last year’s partnership with 
Oculus will bear fruit. Pure speculation but maybe Rift 
compatibility is on the cards for next year. 
  
Should I be concerned about the small wonder overheating?
Oh, you should know by now that heating issues with 
gaming hardware are a thing of the past. The One X uses a 
liquid-based vapour-chamber cooling system inside to 
keep things chill. 
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T3: What has been the most significant change since 
Xiaomi launched the Mi 3 three years ago?
When we started our India journey in 2014, we brought 
in 10,000 units of Mi 3 for the first sale. Since then, we 
have achieved several milestones and 2016 was a great. 
Our endeavour to make innovation available to 
everyone with products that use cutting-edge 
technology is supported by a unique business model 
that allows us to be one of the fastest-growing 
consumer technology companies. One change we have 
been able to create is building brand loyalty by 
cultivating loyal fans who then help to promote Xiaomi 
to their circle of influence.  

T3: How do you keep the Mi fans engaged?
They are the core of our marketing approach, form our 
beta testing group and are the leaders of Mi Fan clubs 
across India. We talk to our fans mainly via social 
channels and the Mi Community and involve them in 
the product discourse. We also ask for their feedback, 
which we then try to incorporate to provide a seamless 
consumer experience. This has helped us connect 
better with the Indian consumers who are looking for 
innovative, value-for-money products.  

T3: Xiaomi has covered the `6,000–`15,000 segment 
pretty well. Will we see newer smartphones that caters 
to the `15,000–`20,000 segment?
India is a diversified market with different consumers 
having different demands. We disrupted the Indian 
smartphone industry with our high-quality devices that 
offer flagship-class features at a nominal cost. Our 
focus is more on launching innovative products at the 
right price point. On one hand, we recently launched 
Redmi 4 starting at `6,999, while on the other hand Mi 
5 which was our flagship product launched in the India 
market in the year 2016 was within the `20,000–
`30,000 category. Some people have asked us if 
Xiaomi is only bringing Redmi products this year. The 
answer is no. We will definitely be bringing Mi devices 
this year.

T3: After-sales service is something of a weak point for 
many companies. Has Xiaomi done anything different 
here to make it less of a hassle? 
India is the most important and largest market for 
Xiaomi outside China and it will continue to be a priority 
for Xiaomi.  We continue to work harder to strengthen 
our support pillars such as after sales, customer 
support among other areas. Just to give you a 
perspective on our after sales network, we have 500 
service centers across 350+ cities. We also a Pick Mi 
service which caters to close to 8,000 pin codes. We 
have an average score of 75 per cent CSAT, and 95 per 
cent rate of repair in a single day. 

Join the Fan Club  
T3 INDIA HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO MANU JAIN AND 
JAI MANI, XIAOMI INDIA FIND OUT HOW THE COMPANY PLANS 
TO DIAL UP ITS PLANS FOR INDIA

 
T3: Any particular feature you want to highlight that 
has been or will be integrated after feedback from 
Indian customers?
We launched MIUI 8 that supports T9 Hindi search on 
the dialer. It enables users to search more than 1,000 
public numbers of the most popular businesses in India, 
automatically bringing up the number to make outgoing 
calls. Our most famous feature in India MIUI is ‘Copy 
OTP’, which enables a user to copy the OTP received on 
their smartphone directly from the top notification 
window and paste it into their transaction window.  

T3: How has has been the response been to Mi Home 
and when can we see it in other parts of the country?
Since we opened our first Mi Home in Bangalore, the 
response has been tremendous. Within just 12 hours of 
the opening, we reported a record breaking sales 
revenue of `5 crore ($775,000) which is incredible. 
From our understanding of offline markets, a really 
good offline smartphone store does that kind of 
revenue in almost a year. We are planning to open four 
more Mi Home stores in Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad and 
Mumbai soon.

T3: Do you also see it carrying third-party products?
No third-party products will be sold at Mi Home. We 
have a large ecosystem network in China, and all these 
companies are incubated by Xiaomi or have 
investments made by Xiaomi in their company.  
A product by such companies is sold under Mi  
Branding at Mi Home.

Jai Mani, Product Lead (left) and Manu Jain, Vice President, Managing 
Director (right), Xiaomi India
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Turn your smartphone into a photography 
powerhouse with this mobile camera kit

 01CANON EOS 80D 
There will always be a 

debate over whether you should be 

using a dedicated video camera or 

a DLSR, but given its size, price and 

features, such as its smooth focus 

for changing the focal point of your 

shot on the fly, it’s hard to argue 

against the 80D. The only downside 

is that you’ll have to purchase the 

lenses separately, but it’s worth it 

for the image stabilization alone.

`78,995 (body), canon.co.in

 02 SENNHEISER MKE 2Audio is the most important 

thing when it comes to YouTube 

videos. Most of your audience 

won’t mind (or even notice) if you 

don’t frame every shot correctly but 

if the sound isn’t up to standard 

they’ll let you know about it. 

On-board mics on DSLRs – even 

the 80D – just aren’t up to scratch, 

so plug a lavalier wired microphone 

(frequently used in television and 

theatre) into the camera’s 3.5mm 

jack for crystal-clear audio 

whenever you want to present to 

camera or record a voiceover track. 

approx. `18,597, sennheiser.com

 03 PIXAPRO RICO240 
DAYLIGHT         

     BALANCED LED   
     RING LIGHT
If you’re shooting outside, natural 

light should be enough, but for 

low-light conditions or vlogging 

from home, setting up a bit of extra 

lighting is vital for a pro look. This 

light uses 240 Daylight-Balanced 

LEDs to give you perfect lighting, 

whether you’re filming a head-and-

shoulders shot of yourself or a 

product you’re reviewing. 

`9,840, essentialphoto.co.uk

 04 RAZER BLADE 
NVIDIA GEFORCE 

GTX 1060
Processing video files takes a  

lot of CPU power, but the 2.8GHz 

quad-core processing power 

inside this laptop will be able to 

handle everything you throw at it. 

You may have a desktop PC or 

Mac which can do the job, but 

you’ll need a mobile workstation 

you can carry around with you to 

use anywhere, to get your videos 

up no matter what.

approx. `1,47,599, razerzone.com

 05MANFROTTO 
BEFREE LIVE 

FLUID HEAD WITH 
BEFREE ALUMINUM 
TRIPOD
Wobbly shots should be avoided 

at all costs, so investing in a sturdy 

tripod is well worth it if you want to 

give your videos a much more 

professional look.  The Befree is 

incredibly easy to set up and it’s 

lightweight, weighing only 1.8kg,  

so it’s also great for carrying  

around with you. 

`7,737, manfrotto.com

 06  HD60 GAME CAPTURE 
If you’re thinking about starting a 

gaming channel then you’ll need 

something to capture those clips 

of your mega skills from your 

console. The HD60 plugs straight 

into your laptop and comes with 

free software, allowing you to 

capture HDMI signals at up to 

1080p in 60fps. Of course if you’re 

not into gaming you can cross this 

off your list. 

`18,999, amazon.in

 A YOUTUBE  
HOME STUDIO

WHERE’S THE 
SUPPORT?

Handheld tracking 
shots are really 
hard to pull off, 

especially when out 
on location, but the 

Befree has a very 
clever Live Fluid 

Head, so when you’re 
panning and tilting 
your shots you can 
be sure the camera 
will stay balanced 
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The right gear can 
make even novice 
videos look pro

 Hype
WE CAN BUILD YOU…

INTO THE 
SHADOWS
The Pixapro’s  
LEDs can be 
adjusted down  
to just 10 per 
cent of their 
full power, 
meaning that  
even if you 
only need a 
candle’s worth 
of additional 
lighting, you can 
get it without  
burning your 
fingers

PERFECT SHOT
The Canon EOS 
80D allows you 
to record in 
either MP4 or 

MOV file formats 
depending on your 
editing and file 
size needs. You 

can also use the 
camera’s built-in 
Wi-Fi connection 

(via the free 
Canon app) for 

remote shooting 
direct from your 

phone

LITTLE BLACK BOX
The HD60 acts as a throughput straight to 
your TV so you can continue to game on the big 
screen while your laptop works away in the 
background capturing all your best moments… 
or worst. Probably best to take the latter out 
before sharing 

06

SOUNDING OFF
Using an omni-directional 
microphone means you can be 
confident that your voice will 
be heard. Even if all you’ve 
got to talk about is how you 
think your dog might be psychic

02

EDITING SUITE
Use some of the Razer 

Blade’s 256GB of SSD storage 
(available for purchase 

with up to 1TB) to install 
Adobe Creative Cloud for 
a professional on-the-go 
editing studio. Make sure 

you get an external drive to 
store all your footage.

04

01

03



Magazine Advertising  



THE POWER OF 
MAGAZINES!

1. No need to switch ‘on’.
2. Not dependent on electricity or 

batteries.

3. A purchase of a magazine costing 

100 to 150 indicates a commitment, a 

positive desire to read it from cover to 

cover.

4. Production values of magazines 

are about the best you can get in print. 

Higher quality images, reproduced with 

full colour and gloss, allow a clearer 

picture of the product or representation 

of the service.

5. The shelf life of most magazines is 

a month and not just a few minutes in the 

morning.

6. Magazines are read when you are at 

leisure.  Therefore, a lot more is ingested 

and imbibed.  With magazines, therefore, 

advertising works and makes an impression.

7. For special interests, magazines 

are the best source. With competent 

writers and researched articles, 

magazine content has far more credibility 

than any other source.  Magazines are 

more engaging.

8. Special interest magazines are read 

by avid enthusiasts; they are opinion 

makers who create a ripple effect by 

influencing others.

9. Most magazines offer their 

content to the reader in a medium 

of their choice, whether paper 

or digital.

10. Magazines can be shared 

Consequently, more persons can read 

a single magazine. 

11. Globally, 7.3% of the total 
advertising spend is spent on 

magazines.  In India, the magazine 

revolution started only after 2005 and the 

share is 2%.

12. Targeting with precision and 

without wastage is a key strength 

of magazines. 

 actually works!
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
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Before Guru goes suggesting 
any bespoke kit, let him say 
this: an iPad (the `31,900 
5th-gen is awesome) could 

be the only tool you need. Long a 
favourite of bedroom noodlers and 
coffee shop composers, there are so 
many awesome apps that have been 
transposed from big-boy computers 
that your iPad can do just about 
anything. Even GarageBand (Free), 
on the simpler end, offers up cool 
instruments and enough tools to take 
you end-to-end on a track. If you’re 
planning to play live, the low latency 
and massive flexibility of Korg’s 
Gadget synth collection (`3,100) is 
perfect, and the Akai Professional 

iMPC Pro app (`1,000) apes Akai’s 
beautiful Music Production Controller 
hardware brilliantly.

What the iPad lacks, though, is 
tactile feedback, and Guru knows full 
well that there’s something immensely 
satisfying about poking buttons and 
twisting knobs. The Ableton Push 
2 is, aside from being an absolutely 
stunning bit of hardware, the best 
way to interface with Ableton Live 9, 
which is the key bit of software you 

should be learning in this day and age. 
It’s not the only option – the Novation 
Launchpad Pro or Mini are great for 
grid-based sample maniupulation, 
but it’s worth the investment.

Tip-top of Guru’s musical plinth, 
though, is the Roli Seaboard RISE . 
It’s like a regular musical keyboard, 
only squishy – and it’s that squishiness 
that’s really pushing the envelope. 
Dependent on where and how hard 
you mash its malleable keys, you 
can pull off varied tones, slides and 
effects, giving rise to new sounds and 
more realistic emulation of existing 
analogue tones. Is this one of the most 
significant developments in 900 years 
of keyed instruments? If GaGu had his 
evangelism pants on, he’d probably 
lean that way. Alas, though, it’s 
Commando Thursday, so the Seaboard 
remains just a very neat gimmick.

Pick me some music-
making gear, Guru.

ADITY NADAR

A ABOVE GaGu can 
happily give you 
instrument tips, 
but he can’t 
help you with 
talent

THE MALLEABLE KEYS ON THE 
RISE GIVE WAY TO NEW SOUNDS 
AND MORE REALISTIC EMULATION 
OF EXISTING ANALOGUE TONES

T3’S NUTTY PROFESSOR OF TECH IS THE MAN  
TO STRAIGHTEN YOU OUT
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

This is a tough one to 
answer, but you’ve 
obviously come to Guru for 
his specific curmudgeonly 

opinion, so let’s dig in. First, 
Nintendo has not been showering 
itself with silicon glory recently. And 
by ‘recently’, GaGu means ‘since 
about 1996’. It keeps making stupid 
hardware choices, and it gets away 
with them because it’s Nintendo. 
This time, it’s pushing some severely 
underpowered and low-res hardware 
in an era where its direct competitors 
are leaping to 4K. 

Of course, Nintendo’s hardware 
always goes heavy on the gimmicks, 
and Guru would be hard-pressed  
to suggest that the Switch’s overall 
package is anything other than 
compelling. The high-res rumble of  
its clip-on controllers, the portability, 
the TV dock; it’s a bit of kit that begs 
to be played with, so much so that it 
transcends its dour interface, its early 
lack of games, and its questionable 
design decisions. Whoever made a 
dock that can potentially scratch the 
screen, and put the USB-C charging 
connector on the bottom of the tablet 
– which is meant to be playable when 
stood up on a kickstand – needs a 
good talking to.

The Switch launch has gone 
extremely well, based on that peculiar 
brand of Nintendo hype and a killer 
app in Zelda: Breath of the Wild. 
If you don’t care for hundreds of 
potential hours of whimsical Hyrulian 
adventure, right now there’s not 
all that much else to sell it to you – 
mostly Mario Kart 8 Deluxe for people 
who didn’t play it on Wii U (which 
is, to be fair, pretty much everyone) 
and dangerous time-sink Puyo Puyo 
Tetris.   

The new Mario title, which is due 
just before Christmas unsurprisingly, 
will certainly make some moustaches 
stand on end, and the big N has 
many other franchises ripe for a bit of 
relentless exploitation. A price drop, 
which GaGu suspects won’t come for 
far too long, would seal the deal. 

Should I get a 
Nintendo 
Switch, Guru?

ABOVE Should 
you get a 
Switch? Well, 
you can play 
Mario Kart 
anywhere, so…

A

KARTIK SOOD

Can I film in 
8K? Should I?

How is your wallet feeling? 
Would you prefer a really nice 
new car or the ability to shoot 
in 8K? 

Because the RED Weapon 
Helium 8K camera will set you back  
`31,16,000 without lenses or any 
accessories, and the money only 
goes up from there; you could end 
up spending another `13,98,100 
just to add on the right collection 
of ports and accessories to output 
that enormous footage to the media 
of your choice. It’s a phenomenally 
expensive collection of kit.

There are cheaper options 
out there (RED’s own EPIC 8K, for 
instance, is half the base price but 
only shoots at 30FPS) and kippertie.
com will rent you a RED Weapon 
starting at `61,418 per day but, 
realistically, 8K is a resolution that’s 
strictly professionals-only at the 
moment. 

Instead, take this advice, dear 
reader: stand your ground, wait for 
the tech to catch up – it could be a 
while, given the data demands of 
those millions of pixels are beyond 
base consumer tech right now – and 
be happy with 4K until we get there.

SAKSHI SHIBE

CROWD-FUNDED

ECHO RING

WHAT IS IT?
It is solid proof that we as a digital 
society are completely unable to learn 
from our own mistakes and will invest in 
any old nonsense.

CALM DOWN, GURU.
OK, fine. It’s a smart ring, because 
every potential wearable object  now 
needs smartness and Bluetooth 
connectivity. It’s at the post-prototype 
stage. 

WHAT’S IT SUPPOSED TO DO?
It’s sold primarily as a translator, so you 
can bark at it in your native tongue and 
it’ll use its integrated mylar/neodymium 
speaker to output the correct language 
for your locale. But wait, there’s more: it 
plays nice with Alexa! It does phone 
calls! It has magical finger-waggling 
gesture control! It has an emergency 
function, easily accidentally triggered 
by a single button or by shouting 
‘HELP!’ three times! It has its own app 
which learns! From the cloud! All this 
and much, much more for the low, low 
price of $299 (`19,300).

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM, GAGU?
Look, there have been smart rings 
before and they’ve been an unmitigated 
disaster in terms of their capabilities, 
even when offering up a fraction of 
these functions in a lot more space. 
Guru, in the most polite terms possible, 
thinks it’s a little implausible that such a 
small ring – one with a claimed two-day 
battery life, no less – could ever live up 
to its promise. That or the eventual 
product will be significantly larger, 
uglier, and less functional than this one. 

I’M STILL INTERESTED.  
HOW HAS IT DONE?
Guru caught this in its early stages on 
Indiegogo, but he’s most impressed 
with the savviness of the general public 
– it was still a long, long way from its 
$50,000/`31,77,500 goal. And it 
should stay that way.
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o you remember when hi-fi 
was a massive deal, back in 
the ’70s and ’80s? I don’t. 
But I do recall it still being 

in fairly rude health in the early ’90s. 
Back then, going to Richer Sounds to 

spend your entire student loan cheque 
on an amplifier from Rotel, speakers 
from Mission and a CD player from 
Marantz was still an important part of 
a young man’s accession to adulthood. 

Now, the idea of buying a box to play 
music, a box to amplify music, two 
more boxes to hear it out of, plus a 
bunch of connecting wires that 
somehow cost £500 (`41,000) has gone 
out of fashion. Like ripped jeans, hi-fi 
has been flushed down history’s 
dumper.

“Aha!” you say. “But I’ve been to 
London this year and seen LOADS of 
young men wearing ripped jeans!” 

To which I knowingly smirk and 
say, “Yes, that is the point I am over- 
elaborately making. Do you see?”

Hi, fidelity, hi
I think hi-fi did run into a very serious 
problem when MP3 and digital in 
general became the norm. 

The idea of a compressed music 
format was anathema to ‘audiophiles’ 
so they ignored the obvious up side of 
MP3 and other digital formats. “Who 
wants massive portability, convenience 
and instant access to all music ever?” 
they asked. Then they waited for the 
rest of the world to realise that this 
new-fangled MP3 music sounded crap.

The problem with that was that the 
rest of the world decided it sounded 
perfectly good enough, thanks. Just as 
they had for decades listening to AM 
and then FM radio, the democratising 
analogue ancestors of MP3. 

But now, hi-fi, like ripped jeans and 
pony tails, is back, back, back. Part of 
that is the same retro frenzy that’s 
rehabilitated dubious fashions from the 
same era. But a bigger reason is hi-fi 

D
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fantastical, no-holds-b f

necessary as a side effect of that, really, 
amazingly, eye-wateringly expensive. 

A case in point: this month I went to 
Scotland to see a £120,000 (`98,40,000) 
amplifier. The size of two beer fridges 
(you need an amp for each channel), 
weighing 140kg and packed with 
capacitors the size of cans of Tennent’s 
Super, the Moon 888 certainly quelled 
any old clichés about Scots being mean. 
Okay, to be strictly accurate, this 
monster amp is actually Canadian, but 
it’s distributed through Edinburgh’s 
Renaissance Audio.

Since an amp can’t do much on its 
own, it was plugged into a further 350 
(or so) grand’s worth of Moon’s wireless 
digital audio-processing tech, and 
speakers the size of The Fast and the 

.
g

the event made the amp’s expense seem 
just like a natural side effect of Moon’s 
demented quest for audio perfection. 

Most launches of products costing 
six-figure sums I’ve attended have 
layered on the luxe with a golden 
trowel, but this involved staying in a 
Travel Lodge on a ring road, and haggis.

It wasn’t a rarified, ‘audiophile’ 
affair, either. Yes, it was exclusively 
populated by middle-aged white men, 
but some of us weren’t from the hi-fi 
press, enjoyment was actively 
encouraged and at no point were 
damnable ‘hi-fi’ musical atrocities such 
as Norah Jones, or the acoustic version 
of Hotel California inflicted on us.

Did this half-million-quid stereo 
sound good? I’m going to stick my neck 
out and say, “Yes. Yes it did.” 

Did it justify its cost? For those of us 
without the luxury of the time, space 
and cash to just sit back and listen to it 
forever, of course not. How could it? 

But whatever. I’m glad that hi-fi is 
back, taking the mobile, digital way 
the world now listens to music, and 
pumping it up to 11 (and 120 grand).

Hi-fi is taking the way the 
digital world works and 
pumping it up to 11 (and 
120 grand)
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Furious stars.
What was great about this was that king the way the

Duncan Bell is 
wired for sound
Hi-fi 2.0: in a digital age, all you need is love 
of music (and maybe half a million quid)

TALKING TECH
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THIS MONTH…

THE SET-UP:  
NETATMO PERSONAL
WEATHER STATION
Never get caught out in the rain 
again with this smart weather 
monitoring system

COOL ACOUSTICS
Upgrade your home’s sound and  
style with the BeoSound Shape 
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�THE
SET-UP
Each issue, we show you how to 
set up a key piece of connected-
home tech. This month… Netatmo 
Personal Weather Station

YOUR PERSONAL WEATHER STATION
Everything you need to start mastering the elements comes in the Netatmo Urban 
Weather Station starter kit, batteries and all. Two pre-paired sensor towers, 
one for inside and one for outside, connect to your Wi-Fi network and collect 
a wide range of environmental data such as weather, temperature, air and noise 
pollution. You can access all of this data through the free Netatmo companion 
app for Android, iOS and web, and use it to create a more comfortable living 
environment and plan outdoor activities knowing exactly what’s up. 



W W W.T3INDIA.COM

THE SET-UP

WORK WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT, NOT 
AGAINST IT

T3
 H
OM
E 

| 
JU
LY
  
  
| 

  
 2
01
7

If you’re tired of your picnic plans becoming 
a wash-out or you want to know exactly how 
many layers you should be wearing, then you 
need Netatmo’s Urban Weather Station. 
Tracking the weather where you are in 
real-time as well as giving the forecast for 
the week ahead is only one small part of 
what Netatmo’s Weather Station does. 
Through its two Wi-Fi-connected sensors it 
actually allows you to monitor and track your 
environment both inside and out. 

By environment we mean temperature,  
air pressure, humidity, air pollution levels,  
CO2 concentration and noise levels. 

Having access to this information allows 
you to easily make your living environment 
more comfortable and plan outdoor 
activities accordingly. Rather than waking up 
in the morning and assuming bright sunlight 
means it’s warm enough outside for shorts, 
you can simply check your Netatmo app for 
the exact and ‘feels like’ temperature where 
you are. 

For greater depth, you can expand your 
Netatmo network to include more indoor and 
outdoor modules. Additional indoor modules 
allow you to monitor several rooms in your 
home, while adding outdoor wind and rain 
gauges makes weather tracking more 
specific.

It’s a sprawling kit, but every Netatmo 
weather sensor is united by the Netatmo app 
for iOS, Android and desktop, which displays 
all of the data collected in an easy-to-read 
way. Through the app you can also create 
personalised notifications, so if you’d like  
to be alerted when it begins to rain, the app 
will send you an immediate push notification. 

The recent integration with Amazon Alexa 
means finding out the temperature can be  
as simple as asking your Echo device.

 The Urban Weather Station starter kit 
costs approx. `9,839. For each additional 
indoor module (up to three more are 
supported) it costs approx. `4919, while the 
rain and wind gauges are an additional 
approx. `4919 and approx. `7,379 
respectively.

WITH NETATMO’S URBAN WEATHER STATION, THE 
WEATHER WILL NEVER TAKE YOU BY SURPRISE
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DIG DEEPER
If you’re looking to track with even  
more depth and access more detailed 
data, you can also add additional 
indoor and outdoor modules to 
your Netatmo network. Up to three 
additional indoor sensors can be 
installed and placed throughout your 
home. In terms of outdoor modules, 
you can purchase a wind gauge that 
tracks wind speed and direction, and 
a separate rain gauge to track rain 
levels. All of this additional data 
is also accessible in the Netatmo app 
and will open up further personalised 
notification options.

Learn how 

Netatmo and 
Amazon Alexa 

work together
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 Alexa can also access 
the data from your 
additional outdoor 
modules. Installing the 
rain gauge in your 
garden will take the 
guesswork out of 
measuring rainfall, 
especially if you’ve 
been away, meaning 
you don’t have to worry 
about over-watering 
your flowers.

“ALEXA, ASK NETATMO 
TO GET THE RAIN 
MEASUREMENTS  
FOR THE GARDEN”

 Got more than one  
indoor sensor? Naming 
them within the Netatmo 
app enables Alexa to tell 
them apart. If you’re in 
the kitchen and the kids 
are ruling the living room, 
Alexa and Netatmo can 
help you monitor noise 
levels.

 If you can’t decide 
whether or not you 
need a jacket, you can 
remove all doubt by 
asking Alexa to access 
the data from your 
outdoor Netatmo 
sensor. Using Alexa 
means minimal time-
wasting when you only 
need to know one thing.

“ALEXA, ASK 
NETATMO WHAT’S 
THE TEMPERATURE 
OUTSIDE?”

USEFUL HANDS-
FREE COMMANDS
Just ask Alexa

1

3

Monitor your environment and optimise your living space

MASTER THE ELEMENTS

“If you’re a stats geek like me, Netatmo’s system will bring you 
pure data joy. But it’s also great to have hyper-local and accurate 
weather information, so you’re never caught out.”

MAKE IT PERSONAL 

 On the app’s settings, 
click your station’s name 

and scroll down to ‘advanced 
settings’ to personalise 
your notifications. There 
are eight notifications to 
turn on or off but you can 
set more specific alerts 
too. If you want to know 
when a room has reached a 

certain temperature, Netatmo 
can alert you.

REGISTER  
YOUR DEVICE

 First download the 
Netatmo app from Google 
Play or iTunes, or access 
it from your desktop. From 
here, create a Netatmo 

account and start setting 
up your sensors. The app 

will guide you through the 
process. The sensors are 
pre-paired, so it’s simply 
a matter of connecting 
them to your home Wi-Fi.

MORE MODULES

 Adding more modules can be 
done on the app’s main page. 
To add the wind and rain 
gauges, swipe left on the 

outdoor section of the display 
and the options to install 
them will appear. Tapping 

install will prompt the app to 
guide you through the process 
of setting up these modules 
and connecting them to your 

existing network.

LOCATION, 
LOCATION, LOCATION

 Once it’s set up, name 
your indoor sensor.  

We recommend naming it 
after the room it’s in 

for convenience. Although 
they’re weatherproof, 

keep the sensors out of 
direct sunlight. It’s also 
important to keep them 
relatively close to each 
other and your router to 
maintain their connection.

ADDING ALEXA

 Finally you can connect your 
Netatmo Weather Station to an 
Amazon Alexa-enabled device.  
The Alexa Netatmo skill is 
free and you can enable it 
on the Alexa skills page. 
Then you can ask Alexa for 
information rather than 

opening the app. Make sure 
you specify “ask Netatmo” in 
every request so Alexa doesn’t 

search online.

GET THE DATA

 Now you can access 
the environmental data 
on the app’s main page. 
Measurements for outside 
are on top, there’s a 

scrollable six-day weather 
forecast in the middle and 
at the bottom you have the 
data for inside. Not sure 
what a measurement is? Tap 
the ‘i’ on the right of the 
screen and a transparent 
overlay will tell you.

1

4
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“ALEXA, ASK NETATMO 
IS IT NOISY IN THE 
LIVING ROOM?”

2
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The hexagonal 
tiles will make 
any room look 
luxury and fill  

it with rich sound

Transform any wall into a multi-room speaker with 
Bang & Olufsen’s modular system, BeoSound Shape

WONDERWALL

BeoSound Shape is a 
wireless speaker system 
offering slick style and 
a true wall of sound 

The Wall of Sound was 
an approach to music 
production popular in the 
1960s, designed to blast out 
high-punch audio. Now it’s a 
term we can lightly attribute 
to Bang & Olufsen’s new 
wireless speaker system, the 
BeoSound Shape.

This wall-mounted 
modular system uses a series 
of hexagonal tiles that can be 
scaled to a range of sizes and 
configurations, both 
acoustically and visually. 
Each BeoSound Shape 
comprises speakers, 
amplifiers and acoustic 
damper tiles that scale the 
sound of the system. 

Hidden behind one of the 
tiles is the BeoSound Core 
connectivity hub, which 
includes multi-room 
functionality and enables 
wireless streaming of music 
from your smart device via 
streaming tech like AirPlay, 
Chromecast and Bluetooth. 
So, how does it sound? 

Amazing, thanks to an 
upmixing algorithm that 
offers a precise soundscape, 
with the vocalist dead-centre 
in the mix and 
instrumentation to the sides.

Keep the system compact 
with a six-hexagon 
configuration, or cover your 
entire wall with tiles. A handy 

online design tool from 
B&O can help you 
visually mix and match 
tiles, and provide 
acoustic 
recommendations for 
optimal placement on 
whichever wall you 
choose.

The BeoSound Shape 
will be available later this 
year and can be ordered 
in a range of colours, 
including Parisian Night 
Blue, Purple Heart and 
Wild Dove Grey, and 
fabrics, including 
designer wool.
 
bang-olufsen.com



It’s time to tech your life 
to another level! T3 
presents the must-have 
gadgets you need to 
update your home, take 
care of yourself, and 
make your whole world 
more entertaining

TECH
FOR
BEST
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BEST TECH FOR… 
2

4

3

1

5

1  Philips Hue 

 One of the first smart lighting setups, the 
Philips Hue system is now a lot more than 
just a pretty bulb, with a range of smart 
lighting options; from strips to lamps, which 
can all be made even smarter with handy 
add-ons, like a motion sensor, dimmer or tap 
switch. Where the Philips Hue really shines is 
in its cool effects that let you bathe your 
room in daylight, ambient shades or bright 
colours.
From `4,000, meethue.com

2   Tado

 Tado replaces your boring old thermostat 
with one that’s infinitely smarter. For starters, 
the Tado mobile app lets you control the 
temperature of your home from anywhere, 
but it also knows when you’re in and adjusts 
the heat from the moment you step through 
the door. Tado promises to save you up to 31 
per cent on energy bills. 
approx. `327 per month, tado.com

3   Wink Hub 2

 So you’ve got a lot of smart products? 
Great! But if you’re having a hard time 
getting all your connected gadgets to play 
nicely with each other, you need the Wink 
Hub 3. It’s a smart home hub that connects 
up to your Wi-Fi network, and then organises 
and coordinates all of your smart tech 
devices. To make life easier, it’s extremely 
simple to set up and is fully wireless. 
`TBA, wink.com

4   Belkin WeMo Insight Switch 

 If your home isn’t full of smart products, but 
you’d like more control of the old-fashioned 
stuff, get a smart plug. The Belkin WeMo 
Insight Switch is an easy way to connect your 
electrical products up to your home network. 
With it, you can create rules and turn 
appliances on and off. The switch also allows 
you to keep tabs on which devices you use the 
most, so you can save money on bills.
approx. `4,099, belkin.com

5   Netatmo Healthy  

Home Coach

 One of the next big trends in home tech is 
air quality, and the Netatmo Healthy Home 
Coach can help you keep an eye on your house. 
It measures air quality, temperature, noise 
levels and humidity, then sends alerts to your 
phone about what needs to change. It’ll tell you 
how to fix problems, like the best humidity 
levels for someone with asthma.
`7,375, netatmo.com

6   Amazon Echo, Echo Dot,  
and Echo Look

 Amazon’s voice-activated assistant can play 
music, read audio books and tell you what’s 
going on with the news, traffic and weather. 
You can also control all kinds of smart home 
tech with your voice. Choose from the 
standalone Echo, smaller Echo Dot to connect 
to your home speakers, and the new Echo Look 
with a screen, so you can make video calls and 
see extra information.
From `3,689, amazon.com

 UPGRADING 
 YOUR HOME  
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4 Aiptek 
MobileCinema i70

 A light and portable 
projector that’s ideal  
for outdoor viewing,  
its Wi-Fi interface 
mirrors content  
directly from your 
smart device and  
has a built-in battery.
approx. `20,499, 
aiptek.de

5 IKEA Solvin  
Solar Lamp

 This floor lamp  
minimal masterm d
IKEA is solar-pow d
Just make sure it’s
sunlight during th  
day and it’ll repay
with a warm glow  
at night.
`738, ikea.com

6 Char-Broil The 
Big Easy Smoker

 This all-in-one 
roaster, smoker and 
grill will make outdoor 
entertaining a breeze. 
Its TRU-infrared 
technology makes meat 
even more succulent.
approx. `22,878,  
charbroil.com

2

1

1   B&O Beoplay A2 

 This speaker may look super-sleek and 
portable, but that doesn’t mean the audio 
experts at B&O have cut any corners when it 
comes to high-quality sound. It weighs in at 
just 1.1kg, has a handy leather strap, and is 
both dust- and splash-proof, making it the 
perfect companion for delivering chilled-out 
tunes to your garden this summer. 
`25,500, beoplay.com

2   UE Wonderboom

 If you’re looking for a truly party-proof 
speaker this summer, the UE Wonderboom is 
your new best friend. It’s small, waterproof up 
to a depth of three feet, and still manages to 
deliver 360-degree sound and impressive bass 
for up to ten hours. If you’re planning a big 
event and one speaker just won’t cut it, you 
can wirelessly pair it with a second 
Wonderboom for twice the sound.
`7,995, ultimateears.com

3   Philips Hue Go

 This beautiful bowl of light shines the 
brightest when it’s connected to the mains, 
but because it’s also battery-powered, it’s 
ideal for adding different lighting effects to 
your summer evenings. Choose from warm, 
white light, cool daylight or five colourful 
effects. Hook it up to the Philips Hue Bridge 
and you can control it with your smartphone 
like any other Philips Hue light.
`8,995, philips.co.in 
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1    Denon AVR X1300W  
Home Cinema Receiver

 This 7.2 channel AV receiver allows you to create a 
cinema-like experience in your front room with Dolby 
Atmos and DTS:X compatibility, as well as support for 
Ultra HD Blu-ray. With built-in Bluetooth and Wi-Fi,  
you can listen to music streaming services or internet 
radio stations. Eight sources can be connected up to the 
receiver through two optical and six HDMI inputs, which 
play nice with all the latest display tech,  
like 4K and HDR.
`54,900, amazon.in

2   Sony VPL-HW45ES Full SXRD 
Home Cinema Projector

 If you don’t want to share the cinema experience with 
a room full of strangers noisily eating popcorn, bring the 
cinema home with this top-rated Full HD projector from 
Sony. This piece of high-end home cinema kit delivers 
amazingly detailed images and bright, bold colour 
palettes. Designed to make everything from Netflix to 
the latest Blu-ray movies look fabulous, it comes 
preloaded with special presets, including a gaming 
mode for input lag reduction.
`1,90,000, amazon.in

3   Bose SoundTouch 300 Wireless 
Soundbar System

 For an audio experience that looks just as good as it 
sounds, you can’t beat this soundbar from the experts  
at Bose. Packed with custom drivers, as well as Bose’s 
QuietPort and PhaseGuide technology, the SoundTouch 
300 delivers a premium audio performance in a slim, 
sleek and wireless design. Wi-Fi-connected and 
Bluetooth-enabled, you can also use the soundbar to 
play music from your smartphone. To create an even 
more immersive, cinematic experience, add a bass 
module, surround speakers… or both!
`69,999, boseindia.com

4    
LG E6 OLED TV (OLED65E6V)

 
 The E6’s OLED pixels are able to emit their own light 

or completely switch off, meaning this super-slim 4K 
HDR TV can display the deepest levels of black, provide 

MIND-BLOWING HOME CINEMA

3 4

2

a huge range of contrast and the brightest of 
colours. It has a built-in soundbar, so there’s no 
need to clutter your living room with more 
speakers. The balance between size, quality and 
price here is just fantastic.
`3,09,900, lg.com 

5   Q Acoustics 3000 5.1 Home 
Cinema Speaker Package

 If you’re looking for best-in-class surround 
sound for your living room that looks sharp and 
modern too, then your search is over. This home 
cinema speaker set from Q Acoustics features four 
bookshelf speakers, a centre speaker and an active 
subwoofer, which will have no problems filling small 
or medium-sized rooms with high-quality sound. 
The package is fit for delivering exceptional audio 
for everything from regular TV and movie  
nights to parties and sporting events.
approx.  `63,550, qacoustics.com

1
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1

BARGAIN FITNESS S KSTARTER KIKIK TT

TAKING CARE OF YOURSELF
BEST TECH FOR… 

a
1 Fitbit charge 2

 The Fitbit Charge 2 
keeps track of steps  
sleep, as well as 
heart-rate monitor  
and multi sport 
tracking. It also  
has a simple,  
but handy, guided 
breathing setting for 
de-stressing.
`14,999, fitbit.com

eps and

ring

2 Plantronics  
Backbeat Fit  
Wireless

 These Bluetooth 
headphones are flexible  
and waterproof, so they  
can withstand the most
sweaty workouts, and  
last up to eight hours.
 
`7,499,  
plantronics.com 
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3 New Balance 
Vazee Pace V2 

 A great pair of 
running shoes if you’re 
looking for support as 
you hit the road or the 
treadmill, but still need 
a light shoe that can 
take the disance. 

approx. `3,608, 
newbalance.co.in
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1   TomTom Spark 3
 

 Built with serious runners in mind, the 
TomTom Spark 3 has best-in-class GPS 
tracking, multi-sport tracking, an all-day 
activity tracker and a heart-rate monitor, all 
packed inside a durable and waterproof 
wristband. It stands out among the 
competition because you can stream music, 
track your workout and use its GPS smarts all 
without your phone. Ideal for those who want 
to leave email notifications at home.
`11,899, tomtom.com

2   Moov HR Burn/Sweat
 

  There are two products in Moov’s HR 
collection, the Sweat and the Burn. Both read 
your heart rate as you work out, ideal for 
running and interval training. The Sweat takes 
readings directly from your temple, a spot 
that’s meant to be the most accurate. But if 
you don’t like the idea of wearing it on your 
head, opt for the HR Burn instead, which is a 
more discreet chest strap.
approx. `6,314, moov.cc

3   Withings Body Cardio
 

 We all know measuring body weight alone 
doesn’t tell us much about our overall health, 
but the Body Cardio from Withings collects 
loads of data when you step on it, from heart 
rate and pulse wave velocity to BMI and 
muscle mass. It keeps track of up to eight 
users and Wi-Fi and Bluetooth tech means 
you can sync up the data to your phone and 
use it in other apps. 
approx. `12,295, withings.com

4   Tangram Smart Rope
 

 Even skipping ropes are smart 
nowadays, and this futuristic rope syncs 
with your smartphone, tracking the 
number of times you’ve jumped, the 
calories you’ve burned and how long 
your workout was. If you’d rather not 
use your phone, embedded LEDs can 
flash real-time stats into the air.
approx. `5,735, tangramfactory.com
 
 5     Withings Aura
  

 Using a mixture of lights and sounds, 
the Aura lulls you to sleep and tracks 
your sleep throughout the night via a 
sensor under your mattress. Because it 
keeps tabs on your movement, 
breathing and heart rate, in the morning 
it’ll slowly wake you up at the best point 
during your sleep cycle so you’re more 
likely to feel energised rather than 
grumpy. 
approx. `15,579, withings.com 

6    Babyliss iStubble 
Beard Trimmer

 For those who like their facial hair 
short and neat, this Babyliss beard 
trimmer has 15 different length settings 
to choose from and a smooth, 
contouring head designed to track the 
curves of your face for accuracy. You 
can set your desired length on an LCD 
screen, which also displays the level of 
charge so you’re never caught out.
approx. `4,920, babyliss.com



1   Parrot Disco FPV
 

 Take to the skies with this impressive fixe -
wing drone. It can speed around at an impr
50MPH and it’s fitted with a Full HD 1080p 
camera, which records stunning footage that you 
can watch in real time. But the best news is, you’ll 
be able to experience it yourself with the 
first-person-view headset, which allows you to 
take in the view from the drone’s front-mounted 
camera in 360 degrees.
approx.  `12,299, parrot.com

2   Playstation PS4 Pro and PSVR
 

 Sony has upgraded its popular PS4 console 
with more powerful tech, providing a ‘boost 
mode’ for improved performance and 4K/HDR 
support, as well as a number of smaller 
improvements. For the most immersive gaming 
experience, pair it with Sony’s virtual reality 
headset, which gets you right into the games 
without an elaborate set-up. Though just one 
warning: there are so many amazing games to 
play, you might never leave your house again.
From `38,990, playstation.com

3   360 Fly 4K Panoramic  
360° Camera

 Built for adventures, this dustproof, 
shockproof and water-resistant camera allows 
you to capture 360-degree movies at a crisp 4K 
resolution on-the-fly.  You can equip yourself 
with different accessories for better videos that 
are suited to you, such as the Camera Dive 
Housing for those who seriously love the water 
and a Handlebar Mount for off-road cycling. 
approx.  `40,098, amazon.in

1 2
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4   HTC Vive
 

 The most spectacular VR experience 
currently on the market, the HTC Vive offers 
slick integration with online gaming platform 
Steam, a good set of controllers and a truly 
immersive experience that lets you wander 
round a game world in your living room thanks 
to two room trackers. You’ll just need a PC with 
a beefy graphics card to team it up with.
`92,990, vive.com

5   Snapchat Spectacles

 With Snapchat’s smart sunglasses, you can 
record video clips directly from your face then 
transfer them wirelessly to Memories on 
Snapchat. They’re awesome for grabbing those 
fun summer moments. The problem is that 
they’re currently only on sale in the US. To get 
them here you’ll have to ask a friend to pick 
some up next time they’re stateside, try eBay,  
or use a service like Big Apple Buddy 
(bigapplebuddy.com). A bit of a hassle, then,  
but very much worth it.
approx. `8,184, snap.com

6   Razer Blade 

 We’ve already recommended this for work on 
page 20, but it’s brilliant for play, too. With a 
powerful Intel processor and NVIDIA GTX 1060 
graphics tech, it’s good enough for VR gaming 
(including using the Vive above), as well as all 
the latest games in boring old 2D. The basic 
screen is Full HD, but you can even choose to 
upgrade to a 4K Ultra HD display. 
approx. `1,50,000, razerzone.com

ed-
essive

1

3 4

5
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FUN AND  
GAMES

BEST TECH FOR… 



1 Mario Kart 8 
Deluxe  

 An essential for 
Nintendo Switch 
owners – it’s some of 
the best multiplayer 
gaming ever.  
There’s a Smart  
Steering feature for 
newbies, too!
  
nintendo.com

2 Prey
 Explore a space 

station infested with 
aliens in this 
‘BioShock in space’ 
games on PS4, Xbox 
One and PC. You can 
play it your way – 
gung ho or  
stealthy.
  
prey.bethesda.net

3 Tekken 7
 Two decades after 

the first Tekken came 
to PlayStation, the 
newest edition brings 
all the classic fighters 
(as well as some new 
ones) back together 
for the PC, Xbox One, 
PS4 and PSVR. 
  
tekken.com

N S
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6

GREAT NEW GAMES



Download T3 India app now!

 Scan the QR Code to download the app or  
head over to this link http://bit.ly/t3indiaapp

The World’s Leading Gadget Magazine!



It’s all in the legs, as 

they say – but what about 

the tech that helps to 

power the best riders to 

victory? T3 is invited to 

look at the bikes, gear 

and setup that make it all 

happen at Team Sky

Tech Tour 

de Force

WORDS: NICK ODANTZIS
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n 1 July, Chris Froome and his Team Sky 
compadres will return as reigning 
champions to defend their title in the Tour 
de France. We all know that the riders are 
the ones who receive the attention when 

victory is achieved - but, what about the 
technology that goes into powering these 

super cyclists to win races? We at T3, ourselves 
avid cycling enthusiasts, were given an exclusive 

invite to the Team Sky Service Course to see what sort of 
tech goes into turning a great rider into an epic winner.

DOES TECH MAKE YOU FASTER?
Eddy Merckx famously said, “Don’t buy upgrades, ride up 
grades,” but things have moved on since those racing days, 
and nowadays margins are tiny. So much so that teams and 
riders have to find ways to up their game. It’s no surprise, 
then, that a cyclist’s performance, ability aside, is largely 
dictated by the machine underneath them. Every year bikes 
get lighter (though the 6.8kg UCI limit means they can only 
lose so much weight), more aerodynamic and, ultimately, 
easier to ride.

Upon entering the Team Sky Service Course – the team’s 
central hub for servicing its bikes and riders in Europe – 
you’d be inclined to disagree with Merckx’s point of view. 
The 44-square-metre warehouse is in Deinze, a sleepy town 
in Belgium, and it’s like Aladdin’s Cave of Wonders in here 
– the huge space is teeming with tech and riders’ bikes hung 
up on one wall, proudly on display. With about seven bikes 
to each rider (and bear in mind, there are twenty-eight of 
them), or in the case of British star-pupil Froome, 13, it’s 
quite the eye-opener. Carsten Jeppesen, head of operations 
at Team Sky, wouldn’t give anything away when prodded, 
but we’d put the value of that one wall at an easy `164 
million, at least. And that’s just the icing on the cake. The 
place is packed with millions of pounds worth of riding 
gear, spare parts (there’s a room dedicated to just tyres), 
technicians, vehicles and much more.

Team Sky is at the forefront of major advances in modern 
cycling technology, due largely to its exclusive partnership 
– now in its eighth year – with legendary Italian bike-
building manufacturer Pinarello. By working closely with 
Pinarello, Team Sky can easily make performance-
enhancing upgrades to its bikes as needed, in order to gain 
advantages in the closely fought sport. Before you ask, we’re 
not talking electric motors inside frames - rather, it’s legal 
adaptations that allow a bike, and its rider, to perform 
better in certain circumstances. 

Case in point: in April’s Tour de Flanders race, the 
cobbled sections are a nightmare to ride on, thanks to the 
sort of bumps that could shake your fillings out - in 
particular the infamous Koppenberg climb, which is a 
600-metre rise with an average gradient of 11.6 per cent; it’s 
terrifying, even for pros. In recent years, things are easier - 
the section has been resurfaced and widened, but 
technology has also moulded to its demands. Pinarello and 
Team Sky worked hard to make a bike to suit, and the result 
was the Dogma K8-S: a weapon of a bike, the ‘S’ in its name 
denoting the suspension built into the frame’s rear, which is 
designed to smooth the bumps on cobbled roads, enabling 
more of the tyre to be in contact with the road and making a 
rider faster under these conditions.

The suspension system, an elastomeric unit offering 
10mm of travel from the rear chainstays, was introduced 
after riders were feeling fatigued due to the punishingly 
stiff frames they used. Naturally, it was a success - in 
2015, Sir Bradley Wiggins declared it a gamechanger. In 
its third iteration, the suspension system – eDSS 2.0 
(Electronic Dogma Suspension System) – is hydraulically 
dampened and fully automatic, with a head unit at the 
front of the bike to detect movement and adjust the rear 
suspension accordingly to suit the terrain. This means no 
pedal energy is wasted with unnecessary up and down 
bobbing.

And if it’s good enough for a load of old cobbles along 
the rocky Belgian terrain, then it’s definitely good 

SMOOTH SHIFT
The junction box for Shimano’s 

electronic groupset is also nestled in 
the downtube recess, smoothing airflow

SLIPPERY DEVIL
Much of the design of the 

Dogma F10 is inherited from 
the Bolide TT – the fastest 
bicycle in the world, which 

propelled Sir Bradley 
Wiggins into claiming the 

Hour Record victory
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enough for your local pot-holed roads. When the pros 
come up with something that works in races, you can bet 
that normal folk want a piece of the pie. The mouth-
watering 2017 Pinarello K8-S (now only with disc brakes) 
is available to buy in the shops at a hefty price tag of 
about `4,92,000, and that’s just for the frameset. Better 
start saving.

In this year’s Tour de France, the pros will be taking to 
the course with the apex predator in Pinarello’s range: 
the new-for-2017 Dogma F10, a bike that T3 was able to 
ride with several pros around some of Belgium’s finest 
roads. There’s no suspension voodoo at work here, 
because the bike doesn’t need it for the sort of terrain it’s 
designed to cover. Instead, the F10 is just bloody fast,

If it’s good enough 
for cobbles along 
Belgian terrain, 
then it’s good 
enough for your  
pot-holed road 

PINNARELLO 
DOGMA F10: 

THE WINNING 
FORMULA

NEW CHAMPION
A concave downtube 
makes the F10 20 per 
cent more aero than the 
previous Team Sky weapon 
of choice – the F8

THE DETAILS
Flaps on the 
forks direct air 
flow around the 
wheel, improving 
stability and 
speed

BOTTLED OUT
A recessed downtube shields the bottle 
cage from the airflow, boosting aero 
efficiency by 12.6 per cent

SUPER FIBRES
The frame’s Torayca 
T1100 1K makeup equates 
to a stiffer bike, for 
better power transfer. 
It’s lighter, too



54 T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today JULY 2017 W W W.T3INDIA.COM

thanks to a Torayca T1100 1K carbon fibre frame that’s  
not only 6.3 per cent lighter but seven per cent stiffer than 
the F8 (the team’s outgoing race bike). It’s more 
aerodynamic too, thanks to a smoother, slippery frame, 
with the electronic shifting system neatly integrated into 
the build.

It’s during bike testing that the partnership between 
Team Sky and Pinarello really comes to fruition, and with 
three-time TdF champion, and general top-dog, Froome 
taking honours, you better believe his expert feedback 
enabled Pinarello to make a bike capable of leading the race.

Although the bikes make up a significant proportion of 
the tech on offer at the Service Course, the apparel that the 
Team Sky riders wear also comes into play. With about 300 
pieces of clothing assigned to each person, performance is 
of the utmost importance. After all, what you wear 
determines your body’s comfort level, temperature 
management and aerodynamics,  so the team works just as 
hard upgrading rider’s outfits as it does the bikes. The team 
has recently moved over from its partnership with British-
built Rapha to Italy-based Castelli, a brand famous for its 
distinctive Scorpion logo and technically advanced line of 
clothing. Go out on a club ride with your friends and you’ll 
inevitably spot at least 25 per cent of riders wearing some 
form of Castelli adornment.

With a combination of feedback from its riders and 
working closely with Castelli, Team Sky now has better 
gear. We were able to witness its new wet- and cold-
weather jacket: a ridiculously wafer-thin and featherweight 
jacket that not only keeps the cyclist warm and dry, but is 
able to cope with the huge amount of perspiration often 
created; it avoids the boil-in-the-bag effect that you find 
with the majority of heavy-duty jackets. The other secret 
winter weapon is something you’d expect to find at a ski 
resort: a heated jacket. Used only for extreme conditions, 
the jacket, lined with a super plush pile, is perfect for riders 
who have just finished, or for those who are flagging at the 
back near the end of the race and need an urgent boost of 
battery-assisted heat.

It’s not just the bigger tech that matters, however. The 
Service Course revels in the small details, such as the Unior 
tools employed by the nine mechanics on tap and the 
maintenance products employed by renowned cleaning 
brand Muc-Off. As Jeppesen points out, the Hydrodynamic 
lube, said to offer the best lubrication for the chain in any 
weather, is developed exclusively for Team Sky, and is even 
available to buy in the shops - a snip at `984 a bottle. So if 
you can’t afford a `820K Pinarello race bike, you can still get 
a taste of what it’s like to use their race-winning tech on 
your humble ride.

LEFT Pinarello’s 
K8-S next-gen rear 
shock absorber 
smooths surfaces

BELOW LEFT The 
Team Sky Service 
Course is a 
cycling geek’s 
dream come true

BELOW Mechanics 
can hook up to a 
rider’s electronic 
shifting system, 
in order to carry 
out diagnostics
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You can get a 
taste of race-
winning tech on 
your humble ride  Ten years ago, a road cyclist would 

have just been happy with smooth 
gears that neatly clicked in place when 
the lever on a bike’s handlebars were 
pushed one way or the other. But 
fast-forward to 2017 and you’d be 
forgiven for thinking the robots had 
taken over cycling. Well, at least the 
groupsets anyway. Digital gearing is 
well and truly a thing, and is becoming 
more prevalent in both amateur road 
bikes and pro bikes alike. The benefits? 
No metal cables to lube, no gears to 
index (manually, at least); just 
effortless shifting via the Xbox-like 
button shifters on your hoods. 

While some manufacturers have 
gone further – SRAM, for instance, 
with its wireless shifting, so no need 
for cables – Shimano has stuck with 
cables (for now) but has made 
technological advances elsewhere.  
All current generation Shimano Di2 
gear systems can be hooked up to a 
mobile or tablet via Bluetooth (or USB 
on a laptop) and, using the official 
E-TUBE app, you’re granted access to 
a seriously smart cycling upgrade: 
Synchronised Shifting. In full synchro 
mode, this function has the effect that 
you only need to use one shifter to 
change gears throughout the range.

Essentially, the system is semi-
automated, and the computer decides 
the optimum gear for you, from the 
front and rear derailleur. In semi-
synchro mode, the computer only 
shifts the rear derailleur when you shift 
at the front derailleur. If you don’t like 
the way the computer is doing things, 
you can reign it in; the custom option 
in the app enables you to adjust when 
and how the system shifts gears, or 
you can switch back to manual mode.

SMART GEARS: 
THE RISE OF 
SHIMANO’S DI2
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Computex 2017

he Mecca of hardware components, 
Computex, was recently held in Taipei, 
the capital of Taiwan from 30 May to 3 
June 2017. Some of the biggest brands 

showcased their newest products and we 
travelled there to search for the best of the best 
to grace our sacred pages. Read on to find out 
our top picks of the show from countless 
exhibitors. 

Kingston celebrated their 30th anniversary this 
year and wowed with enterprise-grade SSDs and 
peripherals. Their 3 mechanical keyboards come 
in choices of Cherry MX Blue, Red or Brown 
switches – each having a varying amount of 
travel distance. The Alloy Elite RGB has 
anti-ghosting and n-key rollover technology 
with RGB LEDs under its keys which can be 
customised to output upto 16 million colour 
options. The ambidextrous HyperX Pulsefire 
mouse uses a Pixart 3310 optical sensor and a 
DPI range of 400-3200 dpi ensures best FPS 
performance. Perhaps the biggest revelation was 
the 16GB Predator DDR4 RAM running at 
4000MHz. 

PNY impressed with their eclectic mix of 
flash-based storage solutions and gaming 
products. Their XLR8 line of graphics cards are 
overclocked out of the box and Anarchy-X 
memory modules were seen in the DDR3 and 
DDR4 versions. Their metallic Loop Attache flash 
drives in 32GB and 64GB have adopted a 
carabiner hook design allowing users to safely 

T

Words  Ankush Mahajan
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Computex 2017

attach it to zip loops or a key holder. Their speedy 
SSDs can be had in both the traditional 2.5-inch 
form factor with SATA 6Gbps and the relatively new 
M.2 PCIe format giving around 2800Mbps of read/
write performance.  

QNAP’s elegant networking solutions aren’t just 
restricted to businesses anymore. Based on a private 
cloud, the DJ2 Live is a live streaming platform that 
supports 4K broadcasts storing the videos on 
private- and high-capacity QNAP NAS. Their 
dual-controller Enterprise NAS provides 
high-availability VM backup. Additionally, a 
partnership with Panasonic has yielded a Blu-ray 
disc archive data centre for longer-term archiving. 
An interesting addition is the unassuming AfoBot 
for smartphones that supports auto-recording of 
voice/video calls, family calendars, multimedia 
streaming, education and basic surveillance 
functions.

Elitegroup Computer Systems (ECS) showed off 
some interesting products including the new LIVA 
Mini PC and Z270 LIGHTSABER motherboard. The 
LIVA Z is a palm-sized PC that can play 4K without 
breaking a sweat!
 
Another company celebrating their 30th 
anniversary was display and projector expert 
Viewsonic with a plethora of imaging and projector 
equipment. The FHD XG2530 and WQHD XG270 
monitors have been built with competitive gaming 
in mind. For prosumers, the VP series of 
professional AH-IPS panel monitors, available in 24 
inches, 27 inches and 32 inches, meet the 99 per 
cent of the sRGB colour-gamut standard and Delta 
E<2 colour accuracy. Coming to large interactive 
displays, the Viewboard series with a 20-point 
multitouch screen goes from a 65-inch to 86-inch 
screen size in 4K resolution, all of which are 
protected by a 7H tempered glass. 

Transcend has aggressively expanded beyond 
storage devices and had their full force on display. 
Their refreshed dashcam line-up consists of Wi-Fi-
equipped DrivePro 230 and DrivePro 130 
incorporating a Sony Exmor sensor for better video 
quality and improved night vision. The DrivePro 
Body 30 is a body camera that comes with night 
recording, six-axis image stabilisation, as well as 
compliance with standards like IP67 and MIL-STD-
810G ensuring high durability. Their DPD6N 
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Computex 2017
network-based docking system can recharge up to six body 
cameras and even upload their video recordings at the 
same time. For the paranoid, the StoreJet Cloud 110 
personal cloud storage is a godsend with the single bay 
4TB NAS giving the user complete control on their data 
with added support for streaming. A two-bay variant with 
8TB storage and RAID 1 mirroring is also available. 

Genius lived up to its name by taking the wraps off its 
diverse peripherals, starting with the unique MT-20 
Mobility Theater Cinema. This portable system offers about 
10 hours of life on a single charge. Next up, the ECO mouse 
aims to save the environment by giving over 180 days of 
battery backup, thus leading to a reduction in hazardous 
waste. Their new Touch Pen is said to run on all major 
mobile platforms without any pairing.   

Gigabyte revealed their Aorus up the sleeve with X5MD, X7 
DT and X9 laptops. The X9 is kitted with a dual Geforce 
GTX 1070 setup that is cooled by a nifty-looking thermal 
venting suspiciously in the shape of the brand’s signature 
eagle. Their other offering, the Brix PC, is tiny enough to 
tote around in a bag but powerful enough for VR gaming.

Zotac kept things compact with their MEK PC range, 
which seems to have shed a lot of weight, resulting in tall 
and thin robotic-looking cabinets. They even managed to 
shrink down the Geforce GTX 1080Ti into a Mini variant 
with a length of just 8.3 inches.   

MSI carved their own path with their monstrous GT75VR 
Titan laptop housing an overclockable CPU and GPU, as 
well as fitting in an innovative low-profile mechanical 
keyboard.

The Concept Slate and Concept Curve desktops from 
Corsair was in keeping with the company’s penchant for 
stylish cases, while the K68 mechanical keyboard is spill-, 
water- and dust-resistant. Oh, and did we mention a 
wireless charging mousepad?

AMD brought forth their massive ThreadRipper desktop 
CPU, confirmed their upcoming Ryzen 3 CPUs would be 
compatible with Oculus Rift and gave a glimpse at their 
soon-to-be-released mobile platform, Ryzen Mobile.  

Not one to be left behind, Intel pushed forward its Basin 
Falls platform comprising the X299 chipset with 
motherboards based on it and a few processors. 
Interestingly, one is an 18-core chip, making it their first 
consumer silicon with an enterprise-level core count. 



Computex 2017

Nvidia appeased gamers on the go by bringing a most welcome 
change with their latest Max-Q gaming laptop standard. It lays 
out stringent specifications for manufacturers to follow leading 
to ultra-thin, cool and quiet laptops powered by GTX 1080 GPU.

Qualcomm and Microsoft joining forces to integrate the flagship 
Snapdragon 835 platform into upcoming Windows 10 laptops 
was a surprise.

Something entirely unique was the Ivy necklace from 
Smartfuture. Developed specially to keep women in India safe, 
just a tap on it summons pre-programmed help and also records 
audio if required. 

Given the high pollutiuon levels in the country, Edimax has 
come up with a way to stay vigilant. Its AirBox boasts real-time 
detection of air-pollution levels and identifies more than 10 
harmful particulates and substances. On the other hand, the 
Airtracker can pinpoint the location of users as it can detect up 
to 50 AT-101T wearable trackers on its outdoor signal receiver, 
making it perfect for keeping a check on large groups.

If this year has been any indication, we’re already looking 
forward to the next Computex and can’t wait to see what 
exciting surprises it brings along!
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THE NEW
MOVEMENT

The new generation of  
Android Wear 2.0 watches 

is here. It’s time to strap  
on a techy timepiece

 WORDS  ANDREW WILLIAMS  PHOTOGRAPHY  JOE BRANSTON 



 Many smartwatches want to look like 
normal watches. The Casio WSD-F20 
doesn’t, with a giant frame like a Garmin 
Forerunner sports watch. Prep your wrist 
in advance.

This watch crams in military-spec 
ruggedisation and 50-metre water 
resistance, though it’s meant for a casual 
swim instead of diving. It would rather 
be up a mountain, or on the slopes. 

There’s an app for hikers, cyclists, 
skiers, fisher-folk and even paddle 
boarders, and the tracker software is 
some of the best pre-installed in a watch. 
GPS tracking and offline maps are also 
big wins. The battery still only lasts a day 
and change, but a clever dual-layer 
screen lets it last a full month when used 
in a neat watch-only mode.
wsd.casio.com

T3 SAYS One of the best 
smartwatches on the 
market for extreme sport 
fans, though the chunky 
build doesn’t fix the 
smartwatch battery  

Casio WSD-F20
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 Huawei’s first Watch was one of the 
most stylish of the year. This one, well, 
isn’t. Despite a high-quality ceramic 
bezel, some of the other watches here 
make the Huawei Watch 2 seem toy-like. 
If being proud of the watch you wear is 
priority number one, keep on looking. 
What it does do is fit a lot of tech into a 
normal-sized watch. There’s GPS, a 
heart-rate sensor, NFC and Bluetooth. 

Anything an Android Wear watch can 
do, the Huawei Watch 2 can do too. What 
we really want is last year’s beautiful 
design with this year’s features.
huawei.com

T3 SAYS It has all the tech a 
modern smartwatch needs, but 
an uninspiring look will put 
off the more fashion-forward.

Huawei Watch 2
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Michael Kors  
Access

 Handbag king Michael Kors 
is putting his name on 
smartwatches. As you’d hope, 
the design doesn’t disappoint. 
We’ve been given more 
compliments wearing this than 
any Wear watch to date. It’s a 
stunner, and is available with a 
stainless steel strap.

Don’t look too deep, though, 
because the Michael Kors 
Access has the worst screen on 
test, with a cut-out at the 
bottom that takes the edge off. 
With no GPS and no heart-rate 
sensor, its roll-call of features is 
also disappointingly short. 
michaelkors.com

T3 SAYS This is a smartwatch 
with looks to drool over, but 
its screen and lack of higher-
end features won’t please a 
lot of tech heads.

BEST FOR
DESIGN
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Tag Heuer 
Connected  
Modular 45

 Is the weight of your wallet 
getting to you? The Tag Heuer 
Connected Modular 45 can help. 
However, like other Tag Heuer 
watches it’s made to last more-or-
less forever, with a titanium frame 
that won’t rust or discolour.

The design is great, as long as you 
don’t mind unashamedly masculine 
wristwear. And it can be fully 
customised thanks to its modular 
make-up. There are even diamond-
encrusted versions costing over 
`4,10,000. 

Inside, Tag Heuer has come up 
with some of the most convincing 
digital watch faces we’ve seen, 
although Android Wear has mostly 
been left as-is. GPS is the star tech 
extra, adding fitness cred, but Tag 
Heuer left out the heart-rate sensor, 
sadly.
tagheuer.com

T3 SAYS No smartwatch is 
going to age well over five 
years, but this classy number 
has a better chance of 
fighting time than any other.
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 How about something completely different? The 
Samsung Gear S3 Classic actually isn’t a Wear watch.  
It runs Tizen OS. 

Its star feature: Tizen is built around the circular watch 
face, controlled using the Gear S3’s addictively clicky 
rotating bezel. It’s a stress toy by itself, and super-intuitive. 

Battery life is much better than the Wear average too,  
at two to three days between charges Add a classy look  
of simple stainless steel given an edge with teeth that  
ring around the bezel, and you wonder, what’s not to like? 

The big issue is apps. Samsung pre-installs a bunch of 
goodies, but there’s not much extra gold on Samsung’s 
Gear App Store.
samsung.com

T3 SAYS It’s a great take on how 
a smartwatch should operate, but 
Samsung’s Tizen system is gagging 
for more useful third-party apps.

Samasung Gear S3 Classic
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Words: Kunal Gangar

CES is the go-to show when it comes to 
see the latest and greatest in consumer 
technology. While the annually held show 
in Las Vegas sets the tone for the rest of 
the year, CES Asia, as the name suggests, 
focuses mainly for the Asian region.

In its third year, CES Asia 2017 evidently 
seemed bigger and better. CES Asia has 
doubled in size since its start in 2015, 
spanning 40,000 gross square meters 
distributed across five exhibition halls  
and keynote addresses from Huawei, 
Microsoft, Baidu and more. 

There were close to 450 companies from 
22 countries exhibiting this year and 
here’s our rundown on the products that 
really stood out from the crowd.
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TRAVIS THE TRANSLATOR
 
As the name implies, it’s a 
voice translator device but 
the best part about Travis 
is that it uses artificial 
intelligence and machine 
learning. It can translate 
spoken conversations 
instantly in up to 80 
languages online or can 
translate 20 languages 
offline. The device will  
go on sale from this month 
for $199 (approx.  
`12,800).  

www.travistranslator.com

HYUNDAI FE CONCEPT 
 
This is what Hyundai 
envisions our future 
cars will be. The ‘Future 
Eco’ car is a concept and 
testimony of Hyundai’s 
efforts to develop an  
eco-friendly car using 
fuel cell. The car is 
designed to run for more 
than 800 kilometers 
between refueling with a 
stylish design, integrated 
storage and even a 
charging space  
for electric scooter.
www.hyundai.com
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It’s a chore when you 

have to pull your own carry on 

luggage at the airport but if 

you’ve got the Cowarobot R1, 

the luggage will follow right 

behind you. Equipped with 

sensors and camera, this nifty 

suitcase follows wherever you 

go. It’s secure as well that 

comes equipped with 3-in-1 

intelligent locks, integrated 

power bank to charge all your 

gadgets and GPS to locate, in 

case you lose the R1. 

www.cowarobot.com

POWERRAY 
 
PowerVision’s PowerRay drone 
makes underwater exploration 
a piece of cake. The drone can 
dive up to 98 feet underwater 
and allows to capture the 
beautiful marine life on its 
4K-capable camera or still 
images in up to 12 megapixel 
resolution. The drone also 
supports an additional  
accessory called PowerSeeker 
that shows detailed information 
like fish distribution, 
underwater temperature, depth 
and more on the mobile app. 
www.powervision.me

COWAROBOT R1
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HYM SEED TURNTABLE 
 
Hym’s Seed turntable is 
not your usual turntable 
because it transforms into a 
multifunctional Hi-Fi system. 
The integrated tweeter and 
woofers can drive up to 70W 
of sound and boasts a tri-
point suspension system 
to play vinyls without any 
abrupt shocks and rumbles. 
The system also features Wi-
Fi and Bluetooth, allowing 
users to play their personal 
collection or stream through 
internet music services.
www.seed.hym-originals.com

HUAWEI MATEBOOK SERIES 
 
Huawei is fairly young in the 
Windows ultraportable segment 
but they’re bringing out some 
competitive products. Take the 
new Matebooks, for instance. 
The Matebook X, D, E series 
cater to the ultrabook and 
2-in-1 market and come with 
state-of-the-art hardware, 
slim and a lightweight design 
and impressive battery 
life. We hope to see Huawei 
bringing this to Indian 
shores soon. 
 
www.huawei.com
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Coming from the same 

company that showcased the 

PowerRay, PowerEgg is its drone 

in the air with some interesting 

features. Shaped like an egg, 

it safely tucks away the wings 

when not in use but is quick 

to take off with a touch of a 

button. The remote control is 

intuitively designed and comes 

equipped with a GPS, camera, 

23 minutes of flying time and 

variety of flying modes.

www.powervision.me

MOOYEE M2 
 
This macaron-shaped 
device is your pocketable 
massager-on-the-go. It 
comes in a pair and 
sends out low frequency 
biomimetic micro electric 
signals to emulate 
different massage actions 
like ‘Knead’, ‘Press’, ‘ 
Squeeze’, and ‘Stroke’. 
The intensity can be 
controlled through a free 
app available on iOS  
and Android. 
 
www.mooyee.net

POWEREGG
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DRAGON GENEBOX 
 
The GeneBox is not a new 
product but an interesting 
one, nonetheless. It’s 
a comprehensive DNA 
platform that offers 
genetic information and 
helps reveal ancestry 
info, analyse health 
risks, dietary needs and 
medications. It also 
supports number of apps 
that takes advantage of 
customer’s genome data. 

www.dragongenebox.com

BAIDU PROJECT APOLLO

Baidu shed some more 
light on its autonomous 
car project dubbed 
Apollo. The Chinese 
company plans to  
bring a self-driving  
car on the road by  
next year and  
accelerate its 
development with the 
eventual goal of  
relying on a single 
camera for navigation. 

www.baidu.com
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Standalone VRs 

are gaining traction and an 

affordable standalone VR 

headset comes from Pico.  

The Pico Goblin is priced at 

$249 and is powered by  

a Snapdragon 820 processor,  

3GB RAM and a high-res 5.5-

inch display to immerse in 

without having to tether  

a smartphone. 

www.picovr.com

HYUNDAI H-MEX 

Hyundai was also showing 
off its advanced wearable 
robots. H-MEX, short for 
Hyundai Medical EXoskeleton 
helps patients with lower 
spinal cord injuries regain 
the ability to walk. It 
utilises a wireless clutch 
with on-board motion control 
system, the equipment gives 
paraplegics the ability to 
sit, stand, move, turn and 
even walk up or down stairs. 
  
www.hyundai.com

PICO GOBLIN
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Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU THE CLEAREST 
RECOMMENDATIONS WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS 
A GREAT DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE 
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products the T3 team 
would happily use ourselves, we end up discarding a 
significant number of options in each category before 
settling on a final shortlist to review. In this respect, T3 
Select does exactly what it says on the tin, picking 

only the best of the best to test; the gear we 
know you’ll want to seriously consider 
purchasing and come away with clarity on 
which one is the best in its category or for a 
specific task.

It goes without saying that every product in 
T3 Select has been thoroughly tested by our 
team of experts, enabling you to buy with total 
confidence.

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EXPERT REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  
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Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
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hen Panasonic launched the 
Micro Four Thirds System in 
2008, the intention was to 
launch mirrorless cameras 

that were smaller and lighter. Since 
then, all the major brands like 
Olympus, Sony, Fujifilm, Canon and 
Nikon have launched mirrorless 
cameras. Panasonic had to find that 
special USP. The answer came in the 
form of video. Panasonic was quick to 
see the revival of video, particularly on 
the web and quickly launched the GH 
series of professional still and video 
cameras. Success was almost instant 
and the GH series became the first 
choice for buyers who valued video as 
much as still pictures. The GH4 soon 
became the King here and heralded 
the movement into 4K.The GH5 is now 
here and the imaging world has been 
anxiously awaiting its introduction. 

DESIGN, BUILD QUALITY & 
ERGONOMICS
By design, the Panasonic Lumix 
GH5 is a Micro Four Thirds 
Standard camera. The build quality 

PANASONIC LUMIX GH5
PANASONIC’S LATEST GIVES THE BEST OF PHOTO AND VIDEO

W
of the body as well as the Leica lens 
is excellent. The hand grip is 
rubberised for a better grip but is 
not as deep as in the Olympus OM-D 
EM-1. The lens mount is made of 
metal. 

The GH5 offers two memory card 
slots. You can set the camera to 
record in either slot and then 
continue to the other slot when the 
card is full. You can also have one 
card record the ‘stills’ while the 
other can record video. If you wish, 
you can also assign the camera to 
write to both the cards 
simultaneously, thus creating a 
backup. Unlike the GH4, both the 
slots now support UHS II cards 
which have two rows of contacts. 

The GH5 body + the 12-60mm 
f/2.8-4 lens balanced perfectly and 
was easy to use. There are a lot of 
Function buttons (5 in all) and it can 
take a while for a newcomer to get 
used to the various functions and 
settings. There are direct buttons to 
adjust the White Balance, ISO and 
Exposure Compensation which 

makes the camera operation quick 
and easy. The swivelling high-
resolution (1,620,000 dots) 
touch-screen LCD monitor makes it 
very convenient to take shots. 

PERFORMANCE
As far as image quality is 
concerned, the GH5 produced 
excellent pictures with good 
resolution, accurate colour 
reproduction and good contrast in 
sunlit situations and shades. We 
were impressed with the speed and 
accuracy of autofocus in shots 
taken by us. 

The Leica 12 - 60mm f/2.8-4 kit 
lens was a good performer. A slight 
darkening of corners was observed 
at the wide-angle end at f/2.8 and 
f/4. We observed no chromatic 
aberration. Some barrel distortion 
was observed at 12mm and 18mm. 
We observed no pincushion 
distortion. Overall, the lens was a 
very impressive performer.

The video specifications of the 
GH5 are indeed impressive. In 

REVIEW

APP SUPPORT 
Lumix Image app allows to control 
shutter and other settings without 
having to touch the camera!
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PANASONIC LUMIX GH5

actual use, the GH5 produced 
pictures with excellent brightness 
and colour leaving a lot of the 
competition behind. With its ability 
to capture footage both at 1080p 
and UHD 4K at speeds ranging 
from 60fps to 180fps, the GH5 also 
offers slow motion of high quality. 
For keener videographers, 
waveform and vectorscope displays 
are available. Both of these assist 
considerably in capturing video 
with correct exposure, saturation, 
hue and contrast.

CONCLUSION
The convergence between the still 
and video worlds is gathering pace. 
If you are serious about video, the 
GH5 is a no brainer. It does 
everything that the competition 
can do and more. If you are into still 

DUAL SD CARD
Two cards can be used to 

record in relay, backup, and 
simultaneous modes

OLED LIVE VIEW FINDER
The high-res OLED LVF 
ensures the image matches 
on how you intended even in 
direct sunlight

photography, the GH5 is a 
fine choice although there 
are other options around; 
some of which are indeed 
more expensive. If you want 
both, the choice is clear – 
the GH5 is currently the best 
video cum still camera 
around. 

The Panasonic Lumix GH5 
body is available at an MRP 
of `143,990/-.  The body + 
12-60 mm f/2.8-4 Leica lens 
has an MRP of `1,88,990/-. At 
this price, the camera is 
reasonable to good value.  
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SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `1,43,990 (body only) URL panasonic.com 
DIMENSIONS 138.5x98.1x87.4mm WEIGHT 645g (body only) 
EFFECTIVE PIXELS 20,330 pixels IMAGE SENSOR 4/3” 
Live MOS FOCUS AF/MF, Face/Eye Detection, Tracking, 
225-area focusing, Custom Multi/1-area focusing/
Pinpoint VIEWFINDER OLED Live View Finder (3,680k 
dots) DISPLAY 3.2-inch TFT LCD RECORDING MEDIA SD/
SDHC/SDXC, 2 slots VIDEO RECORDING FORMAT AVCHD/
MP4/MP4LPCM/MOV STILL RECORDING Raw, Raw+Fine, 
Raw+Standard, JPEG Fine, Standard CONNECTIVITY 
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi

T3 SAYS Great camera that 
offers an all-round performance
T3 RATES Quality, Dual memory 
card slots 
T3 SLATES Battery life
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ots of new players have 
recently entered the TV 
market offering 4K TVs at 
affordable price and one 

such player is CloudWalker, who 
recently came out with a 4K range 
that promises high-resolution 
playback, Smart TV features and a 
competitive price. But is it any good? 
Let’s find out.

Given how TVs are designed these 
days, CloudWalker’s 55SU in 
comparison is a simpleton. It’s a 
55-inch (the unit we received) of 
display surrounded by medium-sized 
bezel, which we feel could have been 
avoided with ports and buttons 
placed on the side of the TV or at the 
back. The TV is also bundled with a 
super remote that doubles up as a 
regular remote control and air mouse. 

CloudWalker claims its television 
are “Smartest Smart TVs” but our 
experience was a mixed bag. The TV 
runs on Android 4.4 with its own 
customised user interface and while 
the tiled interface is eye-pleasing and 
clean, we found it to be slow, mainly 
due to its slow 1GB RAM and 

CloudWalker 55SU TV
SMART TV THAT PLAYS 4K BUT IS IT WORTH IT?

dual-core processor. That said, 
CloudWalker’s Content Discovery 
Engine (CDE) is a nice addition. As 
the name suggests, the regularly 
updated interface recommends 
trailers, TV shows, movies from 
YouTube and other third-party 
apps. Interestingly, the TV also 
supports Jio Cinema.

Another good thing about the 
TV is that it supports Google Play 
Store that gives access to plethora 
of apps and games, which wouldn’t 
have been possible if CloudWalker 
had tried to woo developers with 
their own app store. 

On the display front, the TV 
sports Xluminous display that offers 
decent picture quality with 
acceptable viewing angle and 
contrast ratio. TV also offers to 
tweak some display settings and 
choose from preset options. The TV 
panel supports videos to up to 4K 
resolution and we had no issues 
playing 4K video from a connected 
USB flash drive through its media 
center app. However, PS4 Pro failed 
to output in 4K and scaled down to 

REVIEW

L

`49,999, cloudwalker.tv

T3 SAYS Competitively 
priced TV with smart 
features but audio is a big 
disappointment
T3 RATES Smart TV features
T3 SLATES Audio

Full HD resolution despite multiple 
tries.

Audio is another issue. Despite 
the TV supporting Dolby Digital, the 
audio playback is underwhelming 
and tends to distort if you increase 
the volume. 

Some other handy features 
include support for Bluetooth that 
allows audio to be routed to the 
connected Bluetooth speaker or a 
headphone and Cshare app support 
to play or mirror contents from the 
smartphone.

CloudWalker 55SU is loaded when 
it comes to smart TV features, 
however, the TV under delivers when 
it comes to do one thing - watch TV. 
While display is fine, the audio 
experience is a disappointment.  

W
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iaomi has had a great 
start to the year so far. 
Redmi Note 4 proved to 
be a worthy successor 

to the Redmi Note 3 and Redmi 
4A. Now the company is back with 
their new launch for the year – the 
Redmi 4 takes the helm from last 
year’s Redmi 3S range.

At first glance, the Redmi 4 
looks like any other phone that 
Xiaomi has launched in the last few 
months but that’s not a bad thing. 
The phone looks and feels 
premium. The front has a 2.5D glass 
covering the display while the back 

Xiaomi Redmi 4
AN AFFORDABLE PHONE WITH GREAT PERFORMANCE, BATTERY LIFE

sports a metal body. The in-hand feel 
is excellent, thanks to the compact 
size and a wider design.

Redmi 4 features an HD display 
(720p) with a maximum brightness of 
450nit and 1000:1 contrast ratio. We 
found the display to be legible in 
direct sunlight and just like other 
Xiaomi devices, offers colour 
adjustment options and options like 
Night mode and Reading mode.

In terms of performance, the 
Redmi 4 comes with Snapdragon 
435 along with 2/3/4GB 
configurations. Our unit was a 3GB 
variant that performed well during 
our day-to-day usage with MIUI OS. 
The phone offers up to 16/32/64GB 
of internal storage, which again 
depends on the variant you buy but 
all units support expansion of 
memory through a microSD card slot 
(up to 128GB).

On the camera side, the phone 
comes with a 13MP at the back with 
f/2.0 aperture and PDAF support. 
We would say the camera is good 
enough and even comes with 
enhancements like HDR, real-time 
filters, Panorama and Burst modes. 

There’s a 5MP on the front and it 
comes with selfie-centric features 
like selfie countdown, beautify mode 
and more. 

Redmi 4 houses a large 4100mAh 
battery and in our use, we easily got 
up to 1.5 days of run time with two 
SIMs, data, music and videos.

Other handy features include a 
fast fingerprint sensor and an 
infrared sensor that can be used as a 
remote control.

Xiaomi has a good track record of 
offering value-for-money devices and 
Redmi 4 is no different. The phone is 
a no-brainer if you’re tight on budget 
but want the best possible combo of 
hardware and feature packed 
software. 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE 2GB+16G: `6,999, 3GB+32G: 
`8,999, 4GB+64G: `10,999 URLmi.com/
in DIMENSIONS 139.24x69.96x8.65mm 
WEIGHT 150g DISPLAY 5-inch 
RESOLUTION HD (1280X720) CPU 
1.4GHz Snapdragon 435 octa-core 
processor RAM 2/3/4GB STORAGE 
16/32/64GB internal, microSD card 
support up to 128GB DUAL SIM Yes 
OPERATING SYSTEM MIUI OS CAMERA 
12MP (rear), 5MP (front) BATTERY 
4100mAh

REVIEW

X

T3 SAYS The best affordable 
phone you can buy right now
T3 RATES  Performance, 
fingerprint sensor
T3 SLATE N/A

REVIEW

Words Kunal Gangar
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ony has a decent lineup 
when it comes to audio. 
Their recent addition are 
a slew of headphones 

and speakers that are targeted 
towards bass lovers. This month we 
try out the MDR-XB950B1 from the 
Extra Bass series.

The MDR-XB950B1 may not give 
an impression of being a stylishly 
designed earphones but they’re 
most certainly well designed. The 
round-shaped earcups come with a 
thick faux leather padding with the 
adjustable steel headrest featuring 
light padding at the bottom and 
physical controls on both cups. The 
controls are well spaced out with 
one side having the power, bass-
effect button, 3.5mm headphone 

Sony MDR-XB950B1
PUMP UP THE BASS

jack and microUSB for charging 
whereas the other side having the 
multimedia controls along with 
volume. There’s also an NFC 
sensor embedded in the right 
earcup that makes it easier to pair 
and connect with NFC-enabled 
devices. 

Ergonomically, we found the 
headphones to be comfortable, 
thanks to its thick padding on the 
earcups but the same padding 
turns out to be an issue when the 
mercury is soaring high as it tends 
to warm around the ear, making it 
uncomfortable to use after some 
time. 

The MDR-XB950B1’s inclination 
towards bass is evident right from 
the start even without having the 
bass effect turned on. But when 
you do, all you can hear is ear 
thumping bass, which we feel is a 
bit heavy for a pair of cans.

The headphones also support 
Sony’s Headphones Connect app 
that helps you to tweak audio 
settings like bass, surround 
settings like the arena, concert 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `13,990 URL sony.co.in 
HEADPHONE TYPE Closed, dynamic 
DRIVER UNIT 40 mm, Dome VOLUME 
CONTROL Yes USAGE TIME Max. 18 
Hours CHARGE TIME Approx. 4 hours 
WEARING STYLE Around Ear 

REVIEW

S

T3 SAYS It’s bass all the way
T3 RATES Design
T3 SLATES Overall audio 
quality

hall, club, outdoor stage and 
activate or deactivate noise 
cancellation. The app, however, 
lacks an equaliser to really give 
users the control of the audio being 
played on the MDR-XB950B1.

In terms of battery life, in our use, 
we managed to get around 15 hours 
on a single charge. 

As we mentioned at the start, 
MDR-XB950B1 is created for a 
particular market and if you’re one 
who likes bass, Sony’s offering 
won’t disappoint. However, if you’re 
looking for an overall good audio 
quality, we would recommend 
looking elsewhere. 
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odular phones as a 
concept are not new. 
Google’s Project Ara had 
to meet its unfortunate 

demise but it was Motorola (well, 
now Lenovo) that kept the modular 
dream alive with the Moto Z series. 
This year, they have updated Moto Z 
with the Moto Z2 series. The decision 
to launch the Moto Z2 Play before 
the Moto Z in India makes sense as 
Moto Z Play did fairly well compare 
to its flagship last year. 

 On the face of it, the Moto Z2 Play 
looks similar to last year’s Moto Z but 
Lenovo has managed to make the 
successor more powerful, thinner and 
lighter and uses new design material. 
The phone’s still attractive but the 
protruding camera can be an eyesore. 

One thing we’ve liked about Moto 
phones is how clean the user interface 
is and the Moto Z2 Play is no different. 
The Moto Z2 Play’s Android 7.1.1 is as 
good as stock Android but comes 
with Moto Experiences that don’t 
really hinder the usage experience. 
This also ensures that Lenovo can roll 
out updates for the device faster 

Moto Z2 Play
GET MODDED!

compared to the competition.
Under the hood, it is the 

Snapdragon 626 clocked at 2.2GHz 
and 4GB RAM that powers the 
device, which we found good enough 
for most tasks. There’s 64GB of 
built-in storage that can be expanded 
with a microSD card. The phone 
supports VoLTE and is dual-SIM 
enable; the good part is that it’s a 
dedicated slot so you can use two 
SIMs and a memory card at the same 
time. The 5.5-inch Full HD Super 
AMOLED display is vibrant with good 
viewing-angle colour reproduction.

The fingerprint sensor has also got 
an upgrade and now supports 
different gestures in addition to 
helping unlock the device. For 
instance, swiping left will go back or 
swiping right will go to recent apps.  

Camera-wise, the 12MP at the 
back that takes some good shots and 
the f/1.7 aperture helps in low-light 
situations. The front has a 5MP sensor 
but interestingly also comes with a 
flash that can come in handy for 
low-light selfies. 

Moto Mods are what makes this 

REVIEW

M

`27,999, motorola.com

T3 SAYS If you plan to use 
Mods, Z2 Play is the way to go
T3 RATES Fingerprint sensor, 
Moto Mods
T3 SLATES Protruding camera

phone special and we’re happy to tell 
you that existing Moto Mods from the 
previous generation work flawlessly. 
Mods, for the uninitiated, enhances 
phone’s functionality; for instance, 
one mod adds wireless charging 
capability to the phone while JBL’s 
SoundBoost 2 amps up the phone’s 
volume.  

The Moto Z2 Play is priced at 
Rs27,999 and when you’re in 
OnePlus’ price range, the comparison 
is inevitable. While the Moto Z2 Play 
cannot match OnePlus 3T’s 
performance, the Moto offering does 
win in its unique style and mods 
support.  

Words Kunal Gangar
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ith the proliferation of 
powerful mobile devices 
that can record videos in 
4K or Netflix and UHD 

Blu-rays, getting hold of 4K content 
is really easy. 4K TVs are also 
gaining some traction but TVs are 
only practical if you’re looking for a 
sub-75-inch setup. For a larger 
setup or home cinema, the 
projector is the way to go. To 
satiate your cinematic needs, we 
take an in-depth look at BenQ’s 
latest 4K projector – W11000.

The first thing that comes to mind 
on laying eyes on the projector is the 
size – it is, no exaggeration, huge. It 
measures 470.7 x 224.9 x 564.7 mm 
�and weighs almost 15kg. However, 
the projector has an intelligent 
design. The minimalist design blends 
into any existing interior design and 
boasts a sleek front-facing 
ventilation that makes the W11000 
suitable for a subtle ceiling-mount, 
or hidden, cabinet, and wall-inset 
installations. The right front side 

BenQ W11000 
TRUE 4K PROJECTOR THAT OFFERS A CINEMATIC EXPERIENCE

intakes the cool air whereas the 
left front side acts as an exhaust. 
The ports are placed on the side of 
the projector that separates the 
power and video signal to 
eliminate interference and has 
enough space to accommodate 
thick high-quality cables and locks 
them securely in place. Moreover, 
the knobs on the top of the 
projector allow to shift the lens 
vertically or horizontally. 

The W11000 has a native 
resolution of 3840 x 2160 pixels, 
delivering true 4K resolution with a 
dynamic contrast ratio of 50000:1 
and capable of supporting up to 
1.07 billion colours. Needless to 
say, watching anything on W11000 
is a treat that produces accurate 
colours and sharpness. Enhancing 
W11000’s credentials further are 
its CinemaMaster image-
processing technology and THX 
certification, making it the only 4K 
projector to earn approval from 
THX. Moreover, projector supports 

REVIEW
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`3,99,000, benq.co.in

T3 SAYS Excellent 4K 
projector that offers 
commercial cinema-like 
performance
T3 RATES Performance
T3 SLATES N/A

the Rec. 709 colour standard and is 
also ISFccc calibration ready in case 
you want to calibrate it from 
professionals. 

As for the lamp, the W11000 uses 
a Philips that boasts a brightness of 
up to 2,200 lumens with lamp life 
ranging from 3,000 hours under 
normal mode to 6,000 hours in eco 
mode.

The W11000 costs a hefty 
`3,99,000 but for that price you get 
a THX-certified projector that 
promises an unmatched cinematic 
4K experience. 
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Vs

F L A G S H I P  C O M PA C T  S Y S T E M  C A M E R A S

DESIGN 
Resembling a traditional SLR that’s been shrunk, 

Panasonic is obviously appealing to photography 
enthusiasts and semi pros here. Thus we get a 

myriad of physical function buttons, traditional 
eye-level viewfinder and comfortable handgrip.

FEATURES 
Like the Olympus, the GH5 incorporates 

a Micro Four Thirds sensor – smaller than 
the APS-C chip found in most DSLRs – but 

squeezes out 20.3 megapixels of resolution. 
We also get 4K video with ability to record 

6K photos (18 megapixels) at 30FPS.

PERFORMANCE 
The GH5 is as swift as you’d expect a 

DSLR-like camera to be, which means that it 
reacts in real time. The viewfinder helpfully 

activates when it detects an eyeball in close 
proximity. Image quality is fantastic and 

detailed, as you’d expect. 

USABILITY 
Festooned with small buttons it may be, but we can 

easily flick the shooting mode wheel to automatic 
and blaze away to achieve colourful and sharp results. 

Panasonic’s images appear warm straight out of the 
camera, packing a punch.

DESIGN 
A classic analogue camera design updated for 
the digital age is what we get here. The handgrip 
is large enough to curl three fingers around, while 
there is enough space between the backplate 
buttons to avoid the layout feeling cluttered.

FEATURES 
Like the GH5, this has a Micro Four Thirds 
sensor at its heart, here offering 20.4 
megapixels. Its 18FPS capture speed at 
full resolution in best-quality raw format 
impresses, as does 4K video at 30FPS and 
the touchscreen LCD.

PERFORMANCE  
A new autofocus system means that 
hand-eye coordination is perfectly in sync 
when using this Olympus. The touchscreen 
also enables you to drag your focus point 
around the frame. Again, pictures are just 
beautifully clear and crisp.

USABILITY 
The electronic viewfinder is so high-resolution 
and lifelike that, as with the GH5, it’s easy to 
forget we’re not using a more traditional optical 
variety to compose our shots. Built-in 5-axis image 
stabilisation helps avoid blur.

PANASONIC’S PREMIUM MODEL GETS AN 
OVERHAUL. ARE THERE MAJOR CHANGES?

OLYMPUS UPDATES ITS TOP-END CAMERA, 
BUT HAS THE BEST REALLY GOT BETTER?

RATES  Used to shooting on a DSLR but would 
like something smaller? The GH5 will deliver 

similar results.
SLATES  This is still one of the chunkier compact-

system cameras out there. 

RATES  Want a camera resembling an Olympus 
OM film SLR? This offers that, plus the 
convenience of digital.
SLATES  The teeny backplate buttons are still a 
little smaller than we’d like.

1st

Panasonic 
Lumix DC-GH5

2nd

Olympus OM-D 
E-M1 Mark II

W W W.T3INDIA.COM JULY 2017  T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today 79



here’s no dearth of good 
fighting games for 
gamers but a game like 
Injustice is appealing for 
a simple fact — you get 

to fight with superheroes and 
supervillains. Added to that is the a 
good story plot and its multiplayer 
credentials and you’ve got a good 
combination of entertainment, fun 
and replayability. 

The 2013 instalment, Injustice: 
Gods Among Us, saw the fall of the 
regime after Superman was 
defeated and imprisoned and while 
it wouldn’t hurt to watch or read up 
on story on which the game is 
based, the new Injustice is good 
enough to dive in for someone who’s 
new to the series. 

Injustice 2 advances the feud 
further between Batman and 
Superman with a new storyline and 
new set of characters entering the 
fray, including Supergirl and other 

A POWER-PACKED LINEUP OF CHARACTERS COMPLEMENTED 
WITH IMPRESSIVE GAMEPLAY AND STORY

not-so-famous characters from the 
DC universe. 

The story this time revolves 
around the Society, which plans 
world domination but ends up 
joining Brainiac, who is pursuing to 
kill the remaining Kryptonians and 
destroy Earth. As simple as it may 
sound, the story is engaging and 
keeps you hooked for hours. 

The single player or the story 
mode is impressive, going from one 
cutscene to another with playable 
battles completing the story, giving 
an impression of watching 

— and contributing — to a 
six-seven-hour movie. The voice 
acting is pretty good and is 
complemented by equally good 
graphics that shine on both the PS4 
and the PS4 Pro. 

One good thing about Injustice 2 
is how easy it is to pick up for 
someone who has not played, or has 
just begun playing, fighting games. 

The tutorial does a good job 
explaining the different type of 
attacks and combos, the superpower 
and the meter bar. While button-
mashing will get one through in the 
initial few fights, it’s certainly 
advisable to master those combos to 
beat tougher opponents. A fully filled 
bar at the bottom will let one use the 
character’s super move, which is fun 
to watch but gets repetitive and 
boring after a few times; that cannot 
be skipped, though. Or the meter bar 
can be used to defend yourself or 
attack during clashes. 

Players earn XP and loot boxes 
after every successful fight. Although 
the loot-box reward is random, the 
gear and shaders it offers can be 
used to customise the character. The 

`2,999; PS4 (reviewed), Xbox One

T

Injustice 2
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Good fighting 
mechanics, 
visuals makes the 
game fun to play

THE FIGHT OF 
YOUR LIFE
Here’s our list of the best 
fighting games you can play

B E ST GA M E S FOR ...
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gears help to boost the character’s 
stat but to equip them, the character 
needs to match the gear’s level, 
which we found to be a bit 
restrictive. 

Injustice 2 offers online 
multiplayer or local multiplayer and 
while the online experience varies 
immensely on the internet 
connection and ping times you have, 
local multiplayer is a blast. Duelling 
with friends and family is fun and lets 
either of the players choose any 
character from the roster.

Moving from the short single 
player, Injustice 2 comes with 
Multiverse mode. It’s a good way to 
earn rewards. The challenges and 
rewards are updated regularly, 
giving an incentive to come back 
and play after the main story. 

 TEKKEN 7
The canonical entry finally ends the Mishima 

saga that’s been on the forefront since the 

start of the series and even includes a 

cameo from Street Fighter vilain Akuma.

Prices vary; PC, PS4, Xbox One

 MORTAL KOMBAT XL
Continuing the story from the previous 

game, it brings to the front a new generation 

of fighters while ageing existing ones. The 

XL pack is the complete edition.

Prices vary; PC, PS4, Xbox One, 
iOS, Android 

 STREET FIGHTER V
Surprisingly light on content, the latest entry 

in the series has been receiving a constant 

stream of content in the form of DLC. It 

features cross play between PC and PS4.

Prices Vary; PC,PS4, Linux

 VIRTUA FIGHTER V: 
FINAL SHOWDOWN
Easy to play but hard to master, this no-frills 

fighter doesn’t need any fanciness as it’s 

deep gameplay will even satisfy the most 

discerning purists. 

Prices vary; PS3, Xbox 360

All said and done, NetherRealm 
Studios have made a name for 
themselves with the Mortal Combat 
franchise and when the same studio 
gets behind a star-studded DC cast, 
the result is evident. They’ve done a 
commendable job with Injustice 2, 
which offers a great story, visuals and 
fighting mechanics that are perfect 
for a beginner and a pro.

T3 RATES Story, Fighting 
Mechanics, Graphics
T3 SLATES Random loot boxes 
T3 SAYS A good fighting game 
with great visuals and story
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S I X HOT A PP S FOR …

A P P S  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

This gives you a host of photo-tweaking tools – 
from hue and saturation through to merging two 
pictures. You can even recreate the 35mm look. 
`58; App Store, Google Play

This takes your iPhone’s camera and injects 
it with steroids, giving you full control (should 
you want it) over exposure, ISO and so on. 
`192, App Store

This enables you to easily stitch together 
pictures in a wide variety of grids, as well as 
adding effects and making adjustments to each. 
Free, App Store, Google Play

This simple video editor enables you to thread 
photos together into a video slideshow to share, 
and will create you a weekly highlights reel. 
Free, App Store, Google Play

Take better shots and edit 
them to perfection with 
these great apps

 01  
AFTERLIGHT

 02  
CAMERA+

 04 
PIC COLLAGE

 06  
QUIK

APPS

Price varies; App Store, Google Play 

FiLMiC Pro is a super-
advanced video camera 
app, hence its price. We’re 
talking a thorough suite of 
deep, professional controls 

for live colour and white balance 
adjustments; different shooting aspect 
ratios, from 16:9 widescreen to 
Panavision 2:76:1; customisable live dials 
for zoom and focus; and loads more. You 
can even film higher-quality video than 
the default.
This new version is surprisingly 

accessible for such an advanced app. 
Features we haven’t seen done well 
elsewhere – especially the dial for 
adjusting zoom and focus on the fly, 
as well as the live colour-clipping tools 
– are genuinely impressive.  
If you know at least some of your 
video-shooting stuff, you can 
probably find your way around by 
experimenting. There are no in-app 
tutorials, but there are easily 
accessible links to PDFs of the 
quick-start and user manual guides.
FiLMiC Pro is built for people with 
something visual to say, a fairly recent 
phone, and a good-to-strong 
understanding of videography (or a 
willing to learn). In this, it knocks it out 
of the park.

A PROFESSIONAL-QUALITY  
VIDEO CAMERA ON YOUR PHONE

FiLMiC Pro

Prisma’s range of painterly filters swiftly 
and simply transform a standard photo into 
something unique. You can even apply effects 
to just some areas. 
Free, App Store, Google Play

 03  
PRISMA

Free; App Store, Google Play 

We’ve all been there: 
following a friend or family 
member’s car while on a 
trip, only to get separated 
and then waste time trying 

to find each other. Follow: Drive 
Together offers a solution to this 
first-world problem, but the road 
ahead isn’t always smooth. 

Follow designates one driver as the 
leader and the other as the follower. 
The leader appears as a large orange 
arrow on a Google-powered overhead 
map, while the follower is displayed in 

blue; the map doesn’t face forward 
like most navigation apps.

When an invitation pops up, you 
can accept or deny it, taking the 
fastest available route or following 
the leader’s exact course. When cars 
become separated, an orange line 
steers you back together. It’s a neat 
bit of GPS trickery, but we found the 
turn-by-turn navigation sometimes 
read out confusing directions, and 
the default map view is entirely too 
small – you can pinch to zoom in, 
but that’s not ideal when you’re 
trying to keep your eyes on the road.

GOING ON A ROAD TRIP WITH FRIENDS? 
USE THIS TO STICK TOGETHER

FOLLOW: DRIVE TOGETHER

BETTER PHOTOS

If you go on an awesome holiday and don’t 
smugly post about it with a jumble of hashtags, 
did you really go at all?  
Its filters are pretty good, too… 
Free, App Store, Google Play

 05 
INSTAGRAM

ABOVE FiLMiC 
Pro’s power and 
polish is evident 
throughout 
its deep features
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T3 India as a magazine/ezine 
rightly focuses on products 
that are new and under 
development. This, of course, 
does not suggest or imply that 
everything old is bad and 
outdated. The pace at which 
technology moves, demands  
that we cover all product 
developments for our readers. 
In few cases, this means going 
back to the past. Look at the 

worldwide revival of 
turntables. Only 15 years  
ago, the turntable was 
consigned to the dustbin. 
Today, pressing plants are  
hard pressed to meet the 
demand. The area where retro 
is most in demand is music – 
both Western and Indian,  
and T3 India seeks to address  
this gap. We hope you enjoy 
this section.

Inside
084 Classic Artistes - Western 

086 Classic Artistes - Indian
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DIANA 
ROSS

Few female singers have been as 
successful as Diana Ross, the iconic 
American singer, song writer and 
actress. Ross started her career as the 
lead singer of the group The Supremes, 
which became one of the top-selling 
groups for the recording label Motown 
and released 12 No.1 singles in the US.

Diana Ross left The Supremes in 
1970 and branched out on her own.  
Her debut solo album Diana saw 
immediate success and it was followed 
in 1973 by Touch Me in the Morning.  
The next album Lady Sings The Blues 
was also a thundering success. In 
1975, the soundtrack from the film 
Mahogany was released and the theme 
song from the film was a big hit. The 
year 1976 saw yet another album from 
Diana Ross and this album featured 
the single Love Hangover which again 
was a No.1 hit. In 1979, Rose released 
the album The Boss and this again 

was a  huge success. Diana Ross then 
left Motown as her record label and 
again achieved huge popularity with 
her duet with Lionel Richie – Endless 
Love.

Although nominated for the Grammy 
Awards 12 times, Diana  Ross never 
actually won it. However, she has 
received the Grammy Lifetime Award 
in 2012 and Billboard magazine 
considers her to rank amongst the 50 
top singers of all time.

Albums recommended:

• DIANA ROSS  – 1970

• LADY SINGS THE BLUES – 1972

• TOUCH ME IN THE MORNING – 
1973

• DIANA ROSS – 1976

• THE BOSS – 1979

• WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN LOVE 
– 1989

Words: H. S. Billimoria

Retro DIANA ROSS
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Retro 15 TOP SONGS FROM 15 TOP MUSIC DIRECTORS

15  TOP SONGS   
 FROM   
 TOP MUSIC  
DIRECTORS  

Kaan Mein 
Jhumka 
from Sawan  
Bhadon 
(1970)
Sonik Omi, 
an uncle 
nephew 
duo, 

composed for their first film in 
1970; a time when composer 
duos like Shankar Jaikishan, 
Kalyanji Anandji and 
Laxmikant Pyarelal were at 
the top. They made a mark 
with their first film – Sawan 
Bhadon produced by Mohan 
Sehgal and introducing Rekha 
and Navin Nischal. The film 
was a big hit and so was the 
music.  The most popular song 
was Kaan Mein Jhumka 
rendered by Rafi and 
picturised on Navin Nischal 
and Rekha.

Kajra 
Mohabatwala 
from Kismat 
(1969)
O P Nayyar 
had his own 
distinctive 
style. He also 

had strong likes and dislikes 
and never worked with Lata 
Mangeshkar. His favourite was 

Jayaraj primarily  
composes music for  
Tamil films. He was signed 
on by Vashu Bhagnani for 
the film Rehna Hai Tere Dil 
Mein for which he 
produced a mesmerising 
musical score. The 
outstanding track was Zara 
Zara rendered by Bombay 
Jayashree and picturised 
on Diya Mirza and 
Madhavan.

Zindagi 
Ban 
Gaye Ho 
Tum 
from 
Kasoor 
(2001)
Nadeem 
Shravan 
were 

launched by T Series  
and have had very few  
films with the Saregama 
label. Kasoor, produced  
by Mukesh Bhatt is one  
of them. Udit Narayan  
and Alka Yagnik’s  
rendition of Zindagi  
Ban Gaye Ho Tum is top 
class.  On the screen,  
the song is performed by 
Lisa Ray and Aftab 
Shivdasani.

Aa Laut Ke 
Aaja from 
Rani 
Rupmati 
(1957)
S N 
Tripathi is 
hardly 

remembered today but was 
a talented composer of the 
1940s and 50’s.  ‘Rani 
Rupmati’, a 1957 film had 
some of his best tunes. ‘Aa 
laut ke aaja mere meet’ was 
sung separately by both 
Lata Mangeshkar and 
Mukesh and is still 
remembered.

Pehla 
Nasha 
from Jo 
Jeeta 
Wohi 
Sikandar 
(1992)
Jatin and 
Lalit were 

brothers.  They were 
launched as music 
composers in 1991 with a 
little known film, Yaara 
Dildara. Although they 
never won any major 
awards (sad, isn’t it, 
considering they did the 
music for Dilwale Dulhaniya 

Words: H. S. Billimoria

Asha Bhosle, until they had 
a fallout.  Kajra 
Mohabatwala has been 
brilliantly rendered by Asha 
Bhosle and Shamshad 
Begum and picturised on 
Biswajeet (in drag)  and 
Babita.

Mere 
Sapnon Ki 
Rani from 
Aradhana  
(1969)
S D 
Burman 
was at his 
best in 

Shakti Samanta’s  
Aradhana. Unfortunately, 
the Best Music Award was 
not in his destiny. All the 
songs of Aradhana were 
outstanding but Mere 
Sapnon Ki Rani rendered by 
Kishore Kumar and 
picturised on Rajesh 
Khanna became a national 
craze.

Zara Zara 
from 
Rehna Hai 
Tere Dil 
Mein 
(2001)
Harris 
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Title song from Dil To Pagal 
Hai (1997)
Uttam Singh has provided 
music sparingly.  Suffice it to 
say that he has done the 
soundtracks of Dil To Pagal 
Hai, Gadar Ek Prem Katha 
and Pinjar. Dil To Pagal Hai’s 
music won Uttam Singh a 
Filmfare Award. The title 
song sung by Lata and Udit 
Narayan and performed 
brilliantly by Shahrukh Khan 
and Madhuri Dixit is our 
choice.

Mere toote hue dil se from 
Chhalia  (1960)
Kalyanji Anandji’s 
compositions are known for 
their simplicity.  After 
Shankar Jaikishan, they 
used Mukesh to maximum 

efffect.  Mukesh’s ‘Mere 
toote hue dil se’ from 
‘Chhalia’ is an enduring 
melody.  Raj Kapoor, of 
course, was the performer 
on screen.

Sheesha Ho Ya Dil Ho from 
Aasha (1980)
Laxmikant Pyarelal put in 
their best for J Om Prakash’s 
films. Their fine tuning with 
Lata Mangeshkar is evident 
in the song from Aasha – 
Sheesha Ho Ya Dil Ho 
performed energetically  
on screen by Reena Roy. 
Kaifi Azmi’s lyrics are 
impressive.

Kiss Kiss 
Se Pyar 
Karoon 
from 
Tumse 
Achha 
Kaun  
Hai 
(1969)

Think of Shammi Kapoor 
and you think of (with  
one exception – Teesri 
Manzil) Shankar Jaikishan.  
What a combination!   
Kiss Kiss Se Pyar Karoon 
sung by Rafi was a hit 
number from Pramod 
Chakravarty’s Tumse Achha 
Kaun Hai. T3 India

Le Jayenge), the duo won 
the hearts of their fans.  Pehli 
Nasha sung by Udit Narayan 
and Sadhana Sargam 
remains one of their best 
songs. The film Jo Jeeta 
Wohi Sikandar was also a 
success mainly due to Jatin 
Lalit’s melodies.

Yeh Duniya from Heer 
Raanjha (1970)
The name Madan Mohan 
evokes memories of heart 
tugging numbers that 
remain etched in your 
memory. One such Madan 
Mohan composition was 
from the 1970 Chetan 
Anand film Heer Raanjha.  
Yeh Duniya, Yeh Mehfil 
picturised on Raaj Kumar 
and sung brilliantly by Rafi is 
an unforgettable number.

Chalo Ek 
Baar from 
Gumrah 
(1963)
Ravi (full 
name Ravi 
Shankar 
Sharma) 

was perhaps the most 
underrated music 
composer of the fifties  
and sixties. He was a 
favourite of the Chopra 
camp and gave a number of 
hits in B R Chopra’s  
films. He used Mahendra 
Kapoor very effectively and 
our choice from  
his songs is Chalo Ek  
Baar from Gumrah (1963) 
picturised on Sunil Dutt.

Jise Hasna Rona from 
Awaara Pagal Deewana 
(2002)
What can we say about 
Anu Malik? Yes, he  
may have copied a number 
of songs but you do need 
talent even to copy. Anu’s 
musical efforts in Awaara 
Pagal Deewana were 
critisised by the film’s 
director, Vikran Bhatt. We, 
however, liked his 
orchestration in Jise Hasna 
Rona Hai. Vocals are 
provided by Udit Narayan, 
Sonu Nigam, Alka Yagnik 
and others.

Ankhiyon Hi Ankhiyon 
Mein from Nishaan (1992)
Rajesh Roshan’s tunes are 
always lilting and 
melodious.  Sadly, the 
industry has not been fair 
to Rajesh’s talent. Even in a 
huge flop starring Rajesh 
Khanna and Jeetendra, viz 
Nishaan, Rajesh produced 
gems. The Lata-Kishore 
duet, Ankhiyon Hi Ankhiyon 
Mein picturised on 
Jeetendra and Rekha is an 
example.
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RETRO

lassic songs are a good 
way to reminiscent the 
good ‘ol times, which is 
why Saregama has come 

up with a new speaker that not only 
looks something from the 
yesteryear but also plays songs 
from the same era. 

Dubbed Carvaan, the device is 
designed to look like a radio, 
complete with a jog dial on the front, 
volume on the side and buttons at 
the top and sides. In short, if you’re 
someone who has grown up listening 
to radio on big devices like this, 
Carvaan invokes a feeling of 
nostalgia  

However, despite the retro look, 
Carvaan fuses some modern 
features. For instance, the front 
sports a small display that shows the 
current song being played, an option 
to listen through the headphones, 
and couple of connectivity options. 

Carvaan’s selling point is not the 
design but its huge library of 
pre-loaded 5000 songs. The huge 
collection includes artistes and 
composers like Mohd. Rafi, Lata 

C

Saregama Carvaan

Carvaan’s speaker 
quality could have 
been better but its huge 
repository of songs 
makes it a decent buy.

BRINGING BACK THE NOSTALGIA

Mangeshkar, Asha Bhonsle, Jagjit 
Singh, Kishore Kumar, Kalyanji-
Anandji and many more. 

Carvaan has been designed with a 
set target in mind, which is essential 
to be simple to use and we’re happy 
to report that using it is fairly simple. 
Just push the power button and you 
can start listening to the songs. The 
device allows users to play according 
to the mood or particular artiste. 
Carvaan also comes with Geetmala 
that has been voiced by Ameet 
Sayani. One thing we didn’t 
particularly like about Carvaan is the 
fact there’s no way to know the 
entire song list during in ongoing 
session unless you start skipping the 
songs.

For users who are looking for 
change from the retro songs to their 
own collection, the speaker is also 
equipped with Bluetooth and USB 
connectivity. There’s FM radio as 
well. All these options can easily be 
activated with a press of a button on 
the side.

If we talk about the speaker 
quality, we feel Saregama could have 

done much better. The output seems 
to lack the refinement with signs of 
distortion when songs are played at 
full volume. In terms of battery life, 
we got close to it’s claimed 5 hours 
of playback time on a single charge, 

Long story short, Carvaan is an 
interesting product. There are 
thousands of wireless speakers 
available in the market but none of 
them offer a huge library of songs 
and certainly not the evergreen 
Bollywood songs. 

Saregama Carvaan sells for ` 5,990.

Words Kunal Gangar
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying guide 
you’ll ever encounter. To create it, we’ve 
ruthlessly filtered all the categories that 
count, to bring you rock-solid 
recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite gear 
for each of the categories listed below.

Inside
090  Bikes (600-1000cc)

090  Cars (Hatchback)

091  Cars (Sedans) 

091  Cars (Luxury) 

092  Cameras (Mirrorless)

092  Cameras (DSLR)

093  Smartphones 

093  Tablets

094  Televisions

094  Laptops

095  Fitness trackers

095  Smartwatches

096  Home Audio

096  Headphones 

097  Wireless Speakers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3india.com

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p092

p094

p093
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Hatchbacks Bikes{600-1000cc} 
 T H E S U PE R S I XT H E S U PE R S I X

 
HYUNDAI I20 ELITE
PRICE: `6,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in   

Hyundai has raised the bar in this  

segment with the new Elite i20, which not  

only looks good but also boasts of ample  

space and good ride quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Best choice in this segment,  

if you can afford it.

 

 

HYUNDAI GRAND I10
PRICE: `5,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in  

Good build quality, good handling, good  

i erior space and lots of equipment make the 

p ckage offered by the Grand i10 very  

a ractive – and a substantial improvement over  

i predecessor.

INDIA SAYS Apart from the one piece seat in the front,  

there is very little to dislike in this Hyundai. 

 

 

RENAULT KWID 
PRICE: `2,50,000 onwards  www.renault.co.in 

 KWID has beeen launched after a lot of research and 

seems to tick all the right boxes. Renault’s limited 

dealerships can be the Achilles’ heel. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Nice little car from Renault to shake 

 up the micro market. Opt for the 1 litre engine. 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI BALENO 
PRICE: `5,06,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  

Maruti’s most contemporary hatchback puts the  

focus on style and safety, while packing modern 

connectivity features and a number of efficient 

engines, even offering an automatic variant. 

T3 INDIA SAYS New Baleno gets a makeover,  

good enough to compete with the competition. 

 

 

HONDA JAZZ
PRICE: `5,30,000 onwards  

www.hondacarindia.com

The new Jazz has just been launched and has all  

the usual Honda attributes – practicality, ample 

internal cabin space and decent equipment.  

A diesel engine is an added bonus.

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s a Honda! 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI CELERIO 
PRICE:  `4,50,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  

Maruti’s new small car comes as usual with an  

attractive price, low running costs and a class  

leading automatic manual transmission.

T3 INDIA SAYS This little car lives up to Suzuki’s reputation  

of producing some of the best small cars in the world. 

 
TRIUMPH DAYTONA 675
PRICE: `12,38,000   www.triumphmotorcycles.in   

Triumph Daytona 675 is one of the ultimate 

motorcycles that you can buy in India. Powered by a 

675 cc, in-line three cylinder engine, the Daytona has 

enough power for an intoxicating riding experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Daytona is an extremely easy-to-ride 

motorcycle thanks to its compact size. 

 

 

DUCATI MONSTER 821
PRICE: `9,00,000  www.ducati.co.in   

Ducati’s Monster series is its oldest model in 

continuous production. The latest Monster 821 take

the game to another level with a new liquid-cooled 

821cc L-Twin motor, making it the most rider-friend

Monster yet. 

T3 INDIA SAYS With superb ergonomics and a powerful 11

PS motor, the Monster 821 is a demon you can easily tame. 

 

 

DUCATI 899 PANIGALE 
PRICE: `13,02,000  www.ducati.co.in   

The gorgeous-looking 899 Panigale from Ducati is the 

ultimate track tool. Its 898cc L-Twin motor produces 

148 PS, enough to set any racetrack on fire. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The 899 Panigale surely sets a new 

benchmark in the sportsbikes category. 

 

 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET 750
PRICE: `4,32,500  www.harley-davidson.in   

H-D’s easy-to-ride cruiser with a liquid-cooled 749 cc 

V-Twin motor and superb pricing is an enticingly 

irresistible motorcycle under `5 lakh. It also won the 

Indian Motorcycle of the Year award.

T3 INDIA SAYS An American cruiser that echoes H-D’s rich 

heritage and tradition available at a superb value. 

 
DSK BENELLI TNT 899 
PRICE: `10,80,000  www.dskbenelli.com  
One of the best products by the Italian bike-makers in 

India, Benelli’s TnT 899 is standing proof of superior 

Italian design. It features a powerful 898cc in-line three 

motor that gels perfectly with is elegant styling. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for an exotic style statement 

then the TnT 899 is surely the bike for you. 

 

 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 
PRICE: `3,25,000  www.yamaha-motor-india.com

A cutting-edge twin-cylinder super sport motorcycle 

that’s been a long time coming. Fabulous motor, good 

kit and not-so-committed make it a great bike for road 

and track alike.

T3 INDIA SAYS Powerful, sporty and carries a good price tag
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Luxury Sedans 
TOYOTA COROLLA ALTIS 
PRICE: `15,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com

The Corolla has been the world’s top-selling sedan for 

years. The reasons are obvious. Whilst it is not the best 

in any specific field, it is above average in all and this 

makes for an irresistible package.

T3 INDIA SAYS Most reliable car in this segment. If you want a 

trouble free vehicle, this is your best option. 

 

 

HONDA CITY 
PRICE: `8,50,000 onwards  www.hondacarindia.com

In its category, the Honda City has become  

a one-horse race. Good engines, high fuel  

efficiency and above-average reliability  

have endeared the City to Indian customers.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want a small saloon,  

go for the City. 

 

 

AUDI A3 
PRICE: `24,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in

This one can almost be considered as a luxury car.  

The combination of refinement, performance,  

ride and handling that the A3 offers is unique  

in this segment.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget stretches more than   

`20 lakh, the A3 should definitely be on your shortlist. 

   

 
MARUTI SUZUKI CIAZ
PRICE: `8,53,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com

This sedan from Maruti Suzuki boasts spacious 

interiors, good fuel efficiency and a smart infotainment 

system, including Apple CarPlay. Apart from that,  

it is also very good value for money.

T3 INDIA SAYS Ciaz is a value for money car with good  

internal space and fuel economy. 

 

 

FORD ASPIRE 
PRICE: `6,00,000 onwards  www.india.ford.com

Ford’s new Aspire hits the right buttons as far as  

space, safety and efficiency are concerned.  

The 1.5 litre petrol with an automatic gearbox  

seems the best option.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Ford is finally beginning to make a difference  

in the compact sedan market. 

 

 

NISSAN SUNNY/RENAULT SCALA 
PRICE: `9,50,000 onwards  www.nissan.in 

The most underrated car in this segment, the Sunny 

offers good interiors, space, good ride quality and  

fuel efficiency. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The Sunny deserves more success  

in the Indian market.

MERCEDES-BENZ S CLASS 
PRICE: `1,30,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

Elegant looks with top-of-the-line luxury features make  

it the world’s top luxury car. If you can afford it, it’s safe 

to say you will not be worried about the cost of spares 

and service.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make a statement, this is the  

car to make it in. 

 

TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID 
PRICE: `35,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com 

The Toyota Camry Hybrid has it all – good looks,  

great comfort and it is also more planted than many 

other so-called, luxury cars. The only thing missing  

on it is the Lexus badge.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are not brand conscious & value 

reliability, this is the one to go for. 

 

 

AUDI A6 MATRIX 
PRICE: `50,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in 

The Audi A6 gets an upgrade with the intelligent  

Matrix headlights. It continues to set the benchmark  

in its segment with its refinement, plush interiors, 

superior ride quality and NVH levels. 

T3 INDIA SAYS At `50 lakh, the Audi A6 Matrix deserves  

a very close look. 

 

 

MERCEDES-BENZ E CLASS 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

The new E Class from luxury car-maker Mercedes-

Benz is much improved and forms an excellent 

alternative to the Audi A6. Additionally, in India, it also 

offers its owner added status.

T3 INDIA SAYS  Good solid choice in its segment. 

 

 

 

BMW 520D 
PRICE: `45,00,000 onwards  www.bmw.in 

The Beamer is top choice for sheer performance  

and driving pleasure. However, it is not as spacious  

as the competition and unless specified, comes  

with run-flat tyres.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are the driver, the 520D should  

be your choice. 

 

 

VOLVO S90 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.volvocars.com/in 

All Volvos promise high levels of build quality and  

safety but the S90 also looks smashing. 

  

T3 INDIA SAYS A good-looking, solidly built luxury car  

from the Swedish company.
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SONY A7R II  
PRICE: `2,39,990  www.sony.co.in

40 per cent faster than the original the A7R, the  

A7R II comes with a 42.4MP back-illuminated 

full-frame Exmor R CMOS sensor, 4K video  

shooting in a compact body. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Expensive but packs in a lot of bells  

and whistles. 

PANASONIC LUMIX GH5 
PRICE: `1,43,990*  www.panasonic.com/in 
If videos are important, the GH5 is the latest hybrid 

camera for you. A 20-megapixel Four Thirds sensor, a 

5-axis ‘hybrid’ image stabilisation and 4K full resolution 

video set this camera apart. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A perfect marriage of still and video capabilities 

OLYMPUS OM-D E-M1 MARK II 
PRICE: `1,45,490*   www.olympus.imaging.co.in 
The 20.4 megapixel E-M1 Mark II boasts on-chip PDAF 

and 60fps burst shooting apart from a weather-sealed 

body and 5-axis image stabilisation. The camera can 

capture videos in Cinema 4K and combined with PRO 

series lenses, it can produce stunning images.

T3 INDIA SAYS Sturdy and capable cropped sensor camera

 T H E S U PE R S I X
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CANON EOS 5D MARK IV 
PRICE: `2,54,995 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
Canon’s 5D series form the core of its semi  

professional customer base. Magnesium alloy body 

ensures excellent durability and both still and video  

are of high quality and the 30 MP sensor produces 

excellent pictures. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The best from Canon!

NIKON D810 
PRICE: `1,80,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
This 36.3 MP semi-professional DSLR from Nikon is  

the camera to own. Given its high build quality and 

performance, this camera is hardly likely to let  

you down. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are a professional or hardcore  

enthusiast, look no further. 

 

NIKON D750 
PRICE: `1,25,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you cannot afford the the D810, the Nikon D750 is  

an excellent option with a 24.3 MP full-frame sensor.   

Pricing is also very competitive and Nikon offers  

excellent deals for kits with the camera body.  

T3 INDIA SAYS The best value for money full-frame  

camera in the market. 

 

CANON EOS 7D MARK II 
PRICE: `1,15,000 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
The Mark II version of the 7D from Canon brings in much 

faster autofocus and 10 frames per sec shooting. With a 

20.2 MP sensor, this is Canon’s best APS-C DSLR.  

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want an APS-C DSLR with the  

Canon brand, this is the one to go for. 

 

NIKON D5500 
PRICE: `49,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you are just getting serious about photography,  

then opt for the Nikon D5500. It’s the best beginners’ 

camera and comes with a 24MP APS-C sensor as  

well as a tilt and swivel LCD. 

T3 INDIA SAYS  If you are a beginner, this is the Nikon to go for. 

PENTAX K1
PRICE  `167,707 onwards* www.ricoh.co.in

The first full frame D-SLR from Pentax, the K1 features  

a 36.4 megapixel sensor and 5-axis image stabilisation 

along with a sturdy magnesium alloy chassis. The 

camera is a terrific performer and is feature-packed.

T3 INDIA SAYS: An excellent performer when combined with 

Pentax’s optically superior prime lenses.

T H E S U PE R S I X

OLYMPUS OM-D EM-5 MARK II 
PRICE: `68,000 onwards*  www.olympus.imaging.co.in

Olympus continues to surprise with substantial

improvements in each new model and the EM5 Mark II 

is no different. It promises a very attractive high 

resolution mode at 40MP.  All the other Olympus 

features are there as well.

T3 INDIA SAYS The best offering from Olympus to date.

SONY A7 II
PRICE: `134,990*  www.sony.co.in 

The camera boasts an in-body 5-axis image stabilization 

and rearrangement of controls. Superior noise-control, 

117 point AF system make it all the more exciting. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for a general purpose 

full-frame mirrorless, your search ends here. 

FUJIFILM X PRO 2
PRICE:  `147,999 onwards www.fujifilm.in

The X-Pro 2 sports retro styling along with a 24.3 

megapixel APS-C sensor and sturdy magnesium alloy 

body. An excellent performer, the camera is certainly one 

of the best in this category.

T3 INDIA SAYS: Provides a sense of deja vu if you have grown 

up with those manual film SLRs.
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PRICE:  `67,000   www.store.google.com 

Okay Google! This is the first Android device that 

comes built-in with Google Assistant and offers 

top-notch performance, excellent camera and more 

than  day’s worth of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best Android devices you can buy 

right now.

APPLE iPAD AIR 2
PRICE:  `35,900 onwards  www.apple.com/in 

The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and most 

feature-packed iPad yet. It’s expensive sure, since 

you’ll want more storage, but it’s definitely worth 

every penny.

T3 INDIA SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular display –  

the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

Samsung Galaxy S8/S8+ 
PRICE:  `57,900 onwards www.samsung.com/in  

The S8 is a leap forward for phones. It looks 

amazing, runs like a dream, and is packed with 

fantastic features. 

 

T3 INDIA SAYS A stunning design, powerful, gorgeous 

screen...Samsung nailed it. 

SAMSUNG TAB S2 
PRICE:  `39,400 onwards   www.samsung.com/in 

Razor-thin at 5.6mm and lightweight at 392g, the Tab 

S2 is Samsung’s latest flagship tablet that also features 

a 9.7-inch Super AMOLED display, 32GB of memory, 

oodles of interesting features and lots of power. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Ultra-portable and packed with the  

best tech you can imagine.

XIAOMI MI PAD 
PRICE:  `11,999   www.mi.com 

After breaking into the smartphone market, Xiaomi is also 

trying to break into the tablet market with its Mi Pad tablet. 

The tablet features Nvidia Tegra processor, a high-resolution 

display that you’d generally find on a high-end tablet.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Mi Pad fits the bill perfectly if you’re looking 

for a value-for-money Android tablet.

APPLE iPAD PRO
PRICE:  `49,900   www.apple.com/in 

It’s not a laptop replacement, but the iPad Pro is 

the supreme version of the iPad, with a massive 

screen plus awesome power and accessories. 

You’ll get the best media and apps experience 

you’ve ever had.

T3 INDIA SAYS The powerful Pro is a top tablet.

KINDLE OASIS
PRICE:  `23,999   www.amazon.in/  

The Oasis is clearly aimed at people who want the best 

regardless of price. Battery life takes a hit, and it’s 

expensive, but it’s faster, lighter and more impressive 

than any other e-reader out there right now.  

 

T3 INDIA SAYS The best e-reader money can buy. 

T H E S U PE R S I X

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
PRICE:  `19,990   www.google.com/nexus/9 

An Android tablet without the manufacturer bloat,  

the Nexus 9 performs well and comes with some  

really premium touches. One of those, a 4:3-aspect 

screen, gives you more headroom on websites.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Nexus 9 is a top all-rounder.

T H E S U PE R S I X
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SAMSUNG GALAXY S7/S7 EDGE
PRICE:  `43,400 onwards  www.samsung.com/in 

The S7 duo are superbly designed phones  

with brilliant cameras, beautiful screens  

and some innovative additions.

T3 INDIA SAYS These Galaxies are simply the best phones  

of the year, whichever you go for. 

IPHONE 7/7 PLUS
PRICE: `60,000 onwards   www.apple.com/in 

Water resistance, great haptic feedback and an 

amazing camera set-up are just some of the features 

on Apple’s stunning new releases. Expensive but 

brilliant.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you can get past the lack of a headphone 

socket, you have a winner here.

ONEPLUS 3T
PRICE:  `29,999 onwards  www.oneplus.net

If you’re looking for a flagship plus-sized phone with 

standout features like buckets of power, great 

battery life, and an amazing screen – for nearly half 

e price of an iPhone 7 – then look no further.

T3 INDIA SAYS An amazing phone for little money.

XIAOMI REDMI NOTE 4
PRICE:  `9,999 onwards   www.mi.com/in  

Xiaomi follows up after last year’s highly successful 

Redmi Note 3. Good display, build quality, camera and 

a longer battery life is what makes the Redmi Note 4 

an attractive package.  

T3 INDIA SAYS It has a lot to offer but the major highlight is  

the 4100mAh battery.
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SAMSUNG UA55KS9000
PRICE `2,99,900  www.samsung.com/in

Samsung’s top-of-the-line TV with amazing colours, 

thanks to Quantum Dot tech, HDR 1000 and SUHD 

remastering engine. The bezel-less curved design and 

smart features also add to the viewing experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The SUHD TV that packs the latest tech for 

ultimate viewing pleasure.

LG OLED55E6T
PRICE  `3,59,900 www.lg.com/in

LG’s OLED TV packs in some serious tech for a 

top-notch viewing experience. The OLED panel offers 

vivid colours with deep blacks and is one of the few 

TVs to support both HDR and Dolby Vision with sound 

powered by Harman/Kardon.

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best TVs around but an expensive one. 

SONY BRAVIA Z9D
PRICE `5,04,900 www.sony.co.in

An amazing panel, that not only looks incredible, but is 

equipped with Sony’s Backlight Master Drive technology, 

meaning 4K HDR content is jaw-droppingly good. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make the most of 4K HDR content - 

this is the screen for you. 

PANASONIC VIERA TH-65DX700D
PRICE: `3,10,900 www.panasonic.co.in

The 4K Pro TV comes with HEXA Chroma Drive Plus 

tech to get more from the TV. It supports HDR 

technology, Super Bright Panel with the smartness 

being handled by Firefox OS. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Panasonic’s flagship model with good picture 

quality and decent Smart TV features.

LEECO SUPER3 X55
PRICE: `59,790 www.lemall.com/in

This is a decent model from the latest entrant in the 

Indian TV market. It offers good picture quality, 4K 

resolution and a suite of apps that allow live TV and 

movie streaming. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A budget television that aims to bring 4K  

to the masses.

LG 55UF850T
PRICE: `1,89,900   www.lg.com/in  

Featuring the brilliant webOS, this is one of the 

smartest TVs around. The picture is exceptional, and 

you’ll be impressed with the audio performance.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget won’t stretch, this is a solid 

performer with top image quality.
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DELL XPS 13
PRICE: `70,990   www.dell.co.in 

The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and outperforms 

its competition under the hood. Infinity Display gives 

you the expanse of a 13.3-inch screen on an 

11.9-inch laptop.

T3 INDIA SAYS With its fantastic performance and build, It 

will serve you well for years to come.

MACBOOK PRO 13-INCH
PRICE: `82,000   www.apple.com/in 

Lightweight, with improved performance and very 

good battery life – the 13-inch Macbook Pro will 

delight road warriors and coffee-shop loungers  

alike. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A reliable, powerful and practical  

MacBook, this is Apple’s best laptop.

APPLE MACBOOK PRO
PRICE: `1,12,900 onwards   www.apple.com/in 

Supremely powerful with loads of innovation, 

including USB-C and that brillian Touch Bar...But 

come on Apple, give us back that glowing Apple 

logo! 

T3 INDIA SAYS The ultimate laptop for any task. It’s pricey, 

but worth every penny. 

HP SPECTRE 13
PRICE: `1,10,290 onwards   www.hpshopping.in 

Stunning looks are married to a premium spec 

sheet, but the battery life could be better and you 

only get a Full HD screen.

T3 INDIA SAYS There are one or two negatives, but you get 

outstanding performance, future-proofing and a gorgeous 

design. 

SMARTRON TBOOK
PRICE: `42,999   www.smartron.com 

New 2-in-1 on the block that brings in some decent  

hardware with Intel Core processor, SSD storage, 

detachable keyboard with good overall performance 

and 8 hour battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS A 2-in-1 notebook that’s affordable and offers 

decent performance. 

MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO 4
PRICE: `78,900  www.microsoft.com  

Microsoft has made a crackling update to its Windows 

hybrid, with more power, a bright display, sleek design 

and an accurate pen.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Perfect for those who can’t decide between a 

laptop and a tablet. 
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XIAOMI MI BAND 2
PRICE: `1,999   www.mi.com

Not as inexpensive as the last version but for a tad 

higher price, it adds a small display with support for 

the usual fitness tracking, heart rate sensor and app 

notifications. 

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s loaded with features and comes with 20 

days of battery life.

SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2
PRICE: `11,900  www.samsung.com

The Fit2 is a game-changing fitness tracker. It 

looks ace, with a colour touchscreen, but 

here’s the best bit: it has activity tracker and 

sportwatch abilities, bypassing the need to 

have a phone on you altogether. 

T3 INDIA SAYS First true smart fitness tracker.

JAWBONE UP3
PRICE: `14,999   www.jawbone.com

Fitness tracker that not only looks good on the wrist but 

also gives the important fitness data. It also comes with 

Smart Coach that draws insights from your collected 

data to make an informed healthy decision.

T3 INDIA SAYS UP3 is one of the most beautiful looking fitness 

bands you can buy right now. 

TOMTOM MULTI-SPORT  
GPS WATCH
PRICE: `15,499   www.sports.tomtom.com

A watch for fitness users that can check the pulse rate  

and track accurate real-time information with the  

integrated GPS.

T3 INDIA SAYS A serious watch built for fitness aficionados.

FITBIT CHARGE 2
PRICE: `11,999   www.fitbit.com 

Fitbit’s latest fitness band that comes with all the fitness 

tracking goodness and the new relax feature to keep 

your heart rate in check. It also supports limited app 

notifications and 5-day battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  A great fitness wearable with continuous 

heart-rate tracking and new relax feature.

GARMIN VIVOSMART HR+
PRICE: `20,990   www.garmin.co.in

The Vivosmart HR+ is a feature-packed fitness band 

that shows smart notifications and controls music. It 

even comes with GPS  for accuracy, heartrate sensor 

and always-on sunlight readable display.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Feature-packed fitness band with some 

unique features to separate from the crowd.

APPLE WATCH SERIES 2
PRICE: `32,900   www.apple.com/in

Apple’s wearable now packs GPS, water resistance 

for swim tracking, and even more styles - not to 

mention the ace watchOS 3, which keeps everything 

t cking over. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Apple has nailed it this time - the Series 2 is 

the best smartwatch around. 

WITHINGS ACTIVITE STEEL 
PRICE: `17,999   www.withings.com

The latest entry from the king of covert smart 

features, the Steel is stylish and offers simple 

fitness tracking a la the Vivomove, plus eight 

months’ battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A cool watch with fitness tracking.

MOTO 360 2
PRICE: `20,999   www.motorola.in

One of the best-looking Android Wear watches, with 

a stunning screen that switches lighting modes 

automatically in the day. The battery life isn’t great, 

though.

T3 INDIA SAYS Smart and painfully stylish - this Wear watch 

is still a satisfactory choice. 

APPLE WATCH
PRICE: `23,900   www.apple.com/in

Apple’s wearable is packed with features and offers a 

wide range of customisation options to give you some 

individuality. The only real downside is the limited 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS The wearable that properly kickstarted the 

smartwatch revolution.

PEBBLE TIME STEEL
PRICE: `15,999   www.getpebble.com

De-throning the Apple Watch, the Pebble Time 

brings with it ease of use, a devastatingly funky 

colour  interface, Android support and great 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS All the features of previous Pebble 

smartwatches, but even more impressive. 

SAMSUNG GEAR S2
PRICE: `22,400   www.samsung.com/in

Samsung’s latest Gear smartwatch powered by Tizen 

OS introduces a rotating bezel interface, good looks 

and even works with non-Samsung smartphones.

T3 INDIA SAYS Good looking smartwatch with unique user 

interface and decent battery life. 
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AUDIO-TECHNICA  
ATH-M50x
PRICE: `9,500   www.audio-technica.com

Looking for an all-round performance on a budget? 

M50x is the one to go for that offers balanced sound, 

tight bass and excellent build quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Great pair of cans that provide amazing 

performance at a competitive price.

BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 35
PRICE: `29,363   www.bose.com

Low on features, and subtle with a capital S, these 

noise-cancelling cans don’t scream premium, but 

they’re comfortable to wear and the sound is 

breathtaking.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  Brillian-sounding wireless cans. 

AUDIO-TECHNICA ATH-M70X
PRICE: `22,999   www.audio-technica.com

Successor to the value for money ATH-M50x that are 

comfortable enough for prolonged use and features 

improved build quality. Extended low and high 

frequencies with great sound isolation.

T3 INDIA SAYS Discernible improvement in the performance 

over the M50x but at double the asking price.  

HYPERX CLOUD REVOLVER
PRICE: `11,999   www.hyperxgaming.com 

A gaming headset that is equally good when used for 

music. It has studio-grade sound stage, detachable 

noise-cancellation mic and a durable steel frame.

 

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance, 

noise cancellation mic and high on durability.

SONY MDR-1000X
PRICE: `30,990   www.sony.co.in

Great pair of wireless cans from Sony with 

amazing noise cancellation, hi-res audio support 

and 20 hours of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS These wireless headphones offer good 

noise cancellation and a long battery life.

SENNHEISER PXC 550
PRICE: `29,990   www.sennheiser.com

The wireless PXC 550 boasts adaptive noise 

cancellation, lightweight and comfortable design, app 

support and touch gestures to control the headphone.

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance.

 T H E S U PE R S I X

AUDIOPHILE MUSIC SYSTEMS 

01

02

03

04

05

06

REGA ELICIT-R  

PRICE: `5 to 6 lakhs 

Better with: Rega Saturn CD player with DAC & Q 

Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers  

T3 INDIA SAYS: The sound is precise, detailed and quite frankly, 

the best premium system we have tested in the last one year.  

ARCAM FMJ A19/A29  

PRICE: `4.2 to 4.5 lakhs   www.arcam.com 

Better with: Arcam CDS 27 CD player-cum-streamer  

and Q Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: This is one of the best separates system that 

you can put together. Sound quality is high and so is build 

quality and reliability

MARANTZ PM6006
PRICE: `1.50 to 2 lakhs   www.marantz.com 

Better with: Marantz CD6006 CD player and Bowers & 

Wilkins 685 S2 stand mounted speakers 

T3INDIA SAYS: Marantz has always produced attractive 

budget and mid priced separates and this latest combination 

is the best of the lot.  

DENON D-M40 
PRICE: approx. `45,000   www.denon.com

Better with: Q Acoustics 220i stand mounted 

speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS:  If you want an all-in-one system and  

still want near true hi-fidelity, this Denon system is a  

perfect match.

CYRUS 8A AMPLIFIER 
PRICE: `4.5 lakhs to 5 lakhs   www.cyrusaudio.com

Better with: Cyrus CD 8SE2 CD player and

B&W 685 S2 stand mounted speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS: The Cyrus brand is known for its high sound 

quality especially with classical music; B&W speakers

compliment the Cyrus amplifier and CD player very well.  
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DENON PMA 720 AE
PRICE: `1.30 to 1.75 lakhs   www.denon.com

Better with: Stereo amplifier, Denon DCD 720 AE  

CD player and Wharfedale Diamond 220 stand  

mounted speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: A quality budget system from the Denon brand
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Bowers & Wilkins T7
www.bowers-wilkins.net

PRICE: `27,999

In the world of Bluetooth speakers, the T7 is currently 

the leader with build, design, features, performance & 

battery life a tad above everyone else.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Fluid dynamics & a gorgeous sound make  

the T7 our choice.

SONOS PLAY:1
www.sonos.com

PRICE: `26,999

Quality sound at a value for money price; can 

be used for multi-room audio. It also has an 

improved app and support for even more 

services. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A superb-quality, affordable way to 

get some Sonos home-streaming love.

JBL XTREME 

www.harmanaudio.in

PRICE: `24,990

Powerful & yet produces sound with great clarity & 

detail. Add to it, the splashproof design and 15 

hours of battery on a single charge. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Don’t overlook the JBL if you are looking  

at a mid-priced speaker.

JBL FLIP 3
www.harmanaudio.in

PRICE: `9,990

Better than its predecessor, the Flip 3 sounds smoother 

& has a longer battery life of up to 10 hours. Additionally, 

the speakers work great in rains and outdoors, thanks to 

the splashproof design.

T3 INDIA SAYS At its price, the Flip 3 is virtually unbeatable.

DENON ENVAYA MINI DSB-100
www.keihifi.com

PRICE: `8,499

Denon has a long line of above average speakers & 

the Envaya Mini is one of them. Strong yet 

transparent sound characterises the Envaya Mini. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If ‘its’ a Denon, you know you are  

buying wisely.

BOSE SOUNDLINK BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER III
www.boseindia.com

PRICE: `22,388

Impeccable finish and a robust, bass heavy sound 

characterise the SoundLink III. Add to that, decent 

battery life and you have the making of a best buy.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you like a bass heavy sound,  

look no further.
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THE ORIGINAL MINI WAS A MASTERPIECE OF DESIGN. 
FAST-FORWARD 58 YEARS AND IT’S BEEN REBORN: CUE 
THE MINI REMASTERED WHICH COMES WITH APPLE 
CARPLAY AND A ̀ 5,330K PRICE TAG

A MODERN 
CLASSIC
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SMALL & SMART
 The original Mini 

didn’t even have a radio, 
but this version comes 
with a modern infotainment 
and navigation system 
integrated within the 
dash. It features a large 
touchscreen, Android Auto 
and Apple CarPlay, USB 
connectivity and more.

SAY AGAIN?
Indeed. Despite the original car’s 
affordability for the masses, the 
Mini Remastered is anything but. 
That said, if you want to own the 
legend, and you want one that 
looks like it just rolled off the 
factory line, then this is one of 
the best ways to get it.

OLD BUT NEW
Despite the hefty price tag, the 
Remastered is not a one off. This 
is a scratch-built car which will 
be made in low numbers by David 

Brown Automotive – an expert 
Coachbuilding company.

OUT WITH THE OLD…
The Remastered retains the 

original car’s charm but with 
21st century touches like LED 
rear lights and turn signals 
built into the wing mirrors. 

SPLENDID JOB
The Remastered uses all-new body 
panels. It’s de-seamed to smooth 

lines, while shut lines are minimised. 
This Mini is miles apart from the 
original in terms of build quality. 

TAILOR MADE
Each car can be personalised to the 

owner’s specifications, including 
exterior paint, interior trim and 
wheels. To find out more, go to 

davidbrownautomotive.com

LAVISH LAYOUT
The interior is hand-trimmed, with 
bespoke leather seats, Smiths dials 
and a classic Moto Lita steering 
wheel. The car is also specially 
sound-proofed for extra refinement.
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