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WHEN ONE OF THE BEST GOLFERS IN THE WORLD GIVES YOU A HEADLINE, YOU USE IT.

THAT WAS JASON DAY’S REACTION THE FIRST TIME HE HIT THE              3-WOOD. 
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BECAUSE HE GAINED BALL SPEED AND A HOTTER TRAJECTORY. 

BECAUSE THE LOOK, SOUND, AND FEEL EXCEEDED HIS DEMANDING EXPECTATIONS. 

AND JASON IS NOT ALONE—TOUR PROS WORLDWIDE ARE QUICKLY MAKING THE 

SWITCH TO OUR MOST COMPLETE FAIRWAY EVER. 

             IS SO LOADED, IT’S JUST UNFAIR. 

“ THAT’S  

JUST  

UNFAIR”



© 2016 TAYLOR MADE GOLF COMPANY LIMITED.



©2016 Callaway Golf Company. Callaway, the Chevron Device, XR and R•MOTO are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Callaway Golf Company.
Danny Willett plays an XR 16 Driver in competition. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.

$8*867$�0$67(5('
'DQQ\�:LOOHWW�ZRQ�WKH������0DVWHUV�XVLQJ�WKH�QHZ��JDPH�FKDQJLQJ�;5����'ULYHU���

�7KH�;5����LV�D�UHDOO\�IRUJLYLQJ�GULYHU�ZKLFK�JLYHV�PH�KLJK�EDOO�VSHHGV��
HYHQ�ZKHQ�,
P�QRW�KLWWLQJ�LW�IODW�RXW�����'DQQ\�:LOOHWW�

7HVW�WKH�QHZ�;5����IRU�\RXUVHOI�WR�VHH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��
LW�FRXOG�PDNH�WR�\RXU�JDPH�



P



Contents
S U M M E R 2 0 1 6

04  The Champion speaks 
2015 Open winner Zach Johnson 
relives his dramatic play-off win. 

08  Cotters’ course guide 
Troon member Andrew and caddie 
brother Colin Cotter take you 
through Old Course’s challenge.

16  The hardest 123 yards in golf? 
Focus on a rejigged Postage Stamp.

20  Troon’s former champions 
Calcavecchia, Hamilton, Leonard 
and Palmer recall their victories.

26  Meet Mr Troon 
Insight from Monty’s dad – former 
club secretary James Montgomerie. 

54  Danny Willett opens up 
The new Masters Champion on the 
Green Jacket... and fatherhood. 

64  Hit the hero shots! 
Master six shots that are great for 
your ego... and your scorecard.

89  Links golf masterclass 
Long and short game seaside 
solutions from Andrew Murray. 

111  Find your perfect putter 
Odyssey’s new Toe Up has shaken 
up putter balancing. We investigate.

124  Jason Day tests TaylorMade 
The world number one gives his 
verdict on the TaylorMade M2 
fairway wood.

It’s the Open!On the cover

On the cover 

Learn the 
flop, the 

hybrid from 
sand and four 

more shots 
that are both 

useful and 
cool. See p64.

98



FASTER.

MORE 

FORGIVING.

BY FAR.
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PING engineers created our most 

forgiving and consistent driver ever. 

Vortec
TM technology makes the G

TM driver 

even faster, helping increase clubhead 

and ball speeds for more distance. 
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oday 

or visit ping.com. 

More Forgiving. Naturally. Ultra-thin crown saves 
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Aerodynamics.
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Fit Your Game.
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LS Tec (Low Spin). 
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Oh, I do like  
to be beside 
the seaside...

Especially when there’s a links course 
to be played, and now’s the time to do it

W

FROM THE EDITOR

EXT MONTH
tSrixon’s new
tiSoft golf ball
th every issue

  SALE JULY 7

Chris Jones, Editor

ith the Open Championship returning to Troon in a few weeks 

(see page 98 for our exclusive preview), and the aftermath of 

Muirfield’s daft decision on women members still bubbling 

away, we thought it was an ideal time to focus on links golf in this issue. 

It’s a form of the game I adore, and on page 89 former Tour winner 

Andrew Murray shows you how to play it better in a special Links 

Masterclass at the stunning new Ailsa course at Trump Turnberry. 

For all the furore surrounding Muirfield, let’s not lose sight of the fact 

that links golf in Britain is a game for everyone, and very accessible. 

We’re lucky to have many to choose from, and most don’t cost the earth 

to play. Take Seacroft in Lincolnshire – it’s a brilliant course, and you can

tee it up here after 3pm for just £25 this summer.

At the other end of the scale, you’ve got our Open Championship 

venues – all of which you can pay a green fee to play. One of them is 

Trump Turnberry, and TG was the first magazine in the world to do an 

instruction shoot on the new-look Ailsa course, which features some 

breathtaking new holes after an 

extensive redesign by Martin Ebert. 

It officially opened on June 1, and  

you want a closer look at some of th

new holes – plus tips on how to

conquer a course like this – check

out Andrew’s links masterclass at

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/lexus. You

could also win a round at Trump

Turnberry on page 99. 

If you’ve never played a links

before, I guarantee you’ll want to

after reading this issue. 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT

THINGS IN GOLF

EDITED BY MICHAEL CATLING

Howmanyhave
youowned?

EQUIPMENT

TaylorMade celebrates 35 years of irons
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I
f you’ve been playing golf for the last 

three decades, the chances are you’ve 

probably used one of TaylorMade’s 

many sets of irons. The brand’s irons are now 

35 years old, so we’ve celebrated the 

milestone with a look at every design (left), 

along with the biggest tech advances...  

 

1980 KVD (Ken Venturi Design) TaylorMade’s 

first iron, inspired by Hall of Famer Ken Venturi. 

1991 ICW 5 and ICW 11 TaylorMade’s first set 

of irons for different abilities – one for the 

better player (ICW 5) and one for the everyday 

player (ICW 11). Both featured progressive 

offset throughout the set.

1996 Burner Bubble Tour Responsible for two 

Majors in 1996, the Burner Bubble Tour was 

the first TaylorMade iron to gain mass 

adoption on the PGA Tour.

1999 FireSole Two years after using multiple 

materials to create the Ti Bubble 2 range, 

TaylorMade went one step further by splitting 

the Firesole irons into three categories – each 

with a different material and weighting concept.  

2000 300 Series Three clubhead sizes suited 

a variety of preferences. A progressive centre of 

gravity was integrated to optimise ball flight.  

2009 Burner The birth of the modern-day 

distance iron. An inverted cone, a multi-

functional sole and multi-material cavity badge 

combined to deliver significant improvements 

in distance, consistency and feel. 

 

2013 RocketBladez These better-player irons 

showcased the first Speed Pocket, which 

protects ball speed on shots struck low on the 

face. RocketBladez long irons were in the bag 

when Justin Rose won his first Major at the 

2013 US Open.

 

2015 RSi 1

Featured Face Slot Technology for the first 

time, which Jason Day used to win the 2015 

PGA Championship.

2016 M2

The latest model is said to be the firm’s 

longest ever, with a large, unsupported face 

that can flex more thanks to a new Speed 

Pocket in the sole. 
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The biggest brands in golf
have been busy developing
limited editions of their kit

Special
delivery

e love limited edition gear here at TG

– it just makes great kit even better. Now

TaylorMade, Callaway and Puma have all

unveiled special editions of some of their best kit

– including the putter used by the world No.1…

W

NEW GEAR

Jason Day has been holing 15-footers for fun with 

this new TaylorMade Spider Limited 

Red model since the start of the 

year. Now it’s available to everyon

along with a toned-down version.

Day asked TaylorMade for a putte

similar in style to his Itsy Bitsy

prototype, but that incorporated

one of his favourite colours. Two

versions were created – one all-re

one with a grey top – and he sett

the all-red one with no alignment

O £199-£229, taylormadegolf.co

Jason Day’s TaylorMade putter

Red alert
There’s a 
second version 
that isn’t quite 
as colourful. 

Hot model
Day has been 
using this 
putter in his 
incredible 
winning streak.

Callaway’s stealth iron

Callaway’s Apex irons are superb – 

they were one of the top sets in 

our massive Top Gear test. But 

these matt black versions make 

them even more appealing to us. 

The sleek black design includes 

specially-developed all-black steel 

shafts (True Temper XP 95). In addition 

to looking fantastic, the dark finish is 

designed to reduce glare. Just 200 sets 

are coming to Europe. 

O £999, callawaygolf.com

Rickie Fowler is close

on tour to being a fas

Puma didn’t have any

to release the Titan T

Ignite high-tops he’s

wearing this year. But

the chat online got to

to ignore, Puma buck

introducing a single c

option on a very limit

production run.

O £159, uk.puma.com

Rickie Fowler’
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Jonathan Purr, Dominic

Moore, Barack Obama, 

Aaron Bell and  

David Cameron.

Keen golfer 

Obama plays 

off about 17. 

“So who do 

you think 

will win the 

Ryder Cup?”

ou know that feeling when you let

someone through during a round?

You stand aside, let them hit, and

watch them head to the green to continue

their round, hoping they won’t hold you up.

What would you do if the guys behind you

were the President of the United States, the

Prime Minister and their security detail?

That’s exactly what happened to one group

aturday afternoon last

k Obama was in the UK

ueen’s 90th birthday

ions.

golfer Jonathan Purr,

as on the course, told us:

playing in a three-ball.

rse officials had asked us

to the back nine, but I’d

as no one wants to start

th.” He had no idea why

eing asked to move.

fficials were really polite

s play at our tee time,” he

I’d noticed a bit more

than normal, but it was

eet, until Obama and

meron turned up – then all

loose!

“On the 13th, we were asked if we would

mind letting them through. What was

amazing was that Mr Obama bounded out

of the buggy and came over to us, thanked

us so much and apologis

disturbing our game. He

great to meet us and orga

photographer to take pict

What an experience.”

Ben Thompson from Th

Operations team was man

that day and, despite havi

experience dealing with ce

who often turn up at the c

was a little starstruck. “It w

great experience working

President’s team to prepa

visit,” he says. “Even after

he was so obliging… takin

to say hello and speak to t

was a very surreal experie

Y
PRESIDENT’S PRO V1

 President left The Grove a 

ney-can’t-buy memento of 

 visit – his official golf ball. 

 Titleist Pro V1 is marked 

TUS’ and ‘44’ to indicate 

 its owner is the 44th man 

 old the highest office in 

 USA. He left another 

ind, too – in the rough...

‘Mind if we play through?’

ostexclusive 
allsonearth

You can’t really say no when it’s Barack Obama and David Cameron behind you

15TODAYSGOLFER.CO.UK ISSUE 349

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER!

The Grove’s August Summer Sizzler offer 

includes 18 holes of golf, including a buggy, 

bacon roll, tea/coffee on arrival and one-

course lunch in The Stables. £149pp. August 

only, seven days a week. Call: 01923 294266  

or email: TeeTimeRes@thegrove.co.uk, and 

quote: TGSUMSIZ
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WHY DO THEY DO THAT?

Scott Manwaring, Callaway’s Director of Irons R&D, reveals all

Why do irons have grooves?

hey are part of the identity of 

every single golf club. But just 

how much of an impact do 

grooves really have? Could you still 

generate spin without them and should 

we all be carrying a groove sharpener 

in our golf bag? Callaway’s R&D expert 

shares his insight.

O�What is the function of grooves?

In layman’s terms, they create spin 

which generates drag and lift force for 

the golf ball. The ball needs a certain 

amount of spin and speed to maintain 

a controlled flight and grooves are one 

of the critical variables. It’s the 

complete opposite of the downforce 

generated by Formula One cars. 

O�Are they more important for clubs, 

such as wedges rather than drivers?

Absolutely. The more loft on the club, 

the more important the groove.

O�How are you changing groove 

shape/geometry on particular clubs?

Most manufacturer websites have cross-

section images on the groove patterns 

which control the wall angle, edge radii, 

separation, depth and several other 

variables. The USGA rules govern the 

design features with a single equation 

that allows designers and companies to 

trade-off different patterns.

O How would a wedge perform without 

any grooves? 

A wedge without grooves will generate 

a flop-shot-like trajectory, only with less 

control. The ball will effectively slide up 

the face in both wet and dry conditions. 

Out of a bunker, however, a wedge with 

or without grooves will behave in 

almost exactly the same way. 

O What about a smooth-faced driver? 

It completely depends on the loft of the 

club and playing conditions. For dry 

conditions, a driver without grooves will 

generate similar amounts of spin. But 

in wet conditions, the ball will actually 

hydroplane off the face because there’s 

no escape route for the water. Just a 

small amount of roughness is enough 

to prevent hydroplaning, which is why 

drivers get away with not having 

scorelines in the centre of the face. 

O Do you need to keep grooves clean? 

Clean grooves are critical as it reduces 

the chance of fliers. While a flier 7-iron 

might impress your mates, it will 

probably leave you with a nasty chip to 

try and save par. 

O Would you use a groove sharpener?

The negatives far outweigh the 

positives. Firstly, it could cause the iron 

to prematurely rust, albeit this is 

dependent on the finish and metal type. 

Secondly, the tolerances on the USGA 

protocol are extremely tight and 

overuse could make scorelines illegal.

O When do you know if they’re worn out?

Watch for fliers. If you start to notice 

the ball is flying higher and longer, it 

could be a sign the grooves are going. 

T

KEY NUMBERS

The max 

width 

(inches) a 

groove can 

be under 

R&A rules. 

The max 

depth 

(inches) a 

groove can 

be under 

R&A rules. 

The 

number of 

grooves on 

the face of 

a Callaway 

XR OS iron.

The amount 

of spin (rpm) 

that can be lost 

if you don’t 

keep your 

grooves clean.

0.03

0.02

14

1300
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T H E L E GE N DA RY A I L SA C OU R SE AT  

T RU M P T U R N BE R RY IS  NOW AVA I L A BL E FOR PL AY. 

Following a highly anticipated renovation by renowned architect, Martin Ebert,  

experience the dramatic changes, the panoramic views and the exhilarating challenges 

presented by this iconic course. 

Reflect over 9 magnificent holes played while enjoying a cool refreshment  

at the new Turnberry Halfway House, now located within our famed Lighthouse. 

Tee off now. Please call 01655 333 991 or visit trumpturnberry.com

trumpturnberry.com
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RULES

ands up  

if you’ve  

ever broken 

a club. Or banged one 

into the ground, rammed one 

into your bag or thrown one in 

the air. Apart from the immediate 

regret at such behaviour, these temper

tantrums can come at a cost… and

that’s without considering the financial

implications of replacing a broken club.

PGA Tour player Zac Blair suffered

the ignominy of being disqualified at the

Wells Fargo Championship last month

after a bizarre incident during the

second round. After watching

a birdie attempt slide by,

Blair reacted by bashing

himself on the head with his

putter. The ‘headbutt’ itself

wasn’t the problem… but he

actually bent the putter’s shaft, in turn

changing the “normal playing 

characteristics” of the club.

The rules stipulate that if a club is

damaged – other than in the ‘normal

course of play’ – rendering it non-

conforming, the club must not be 

subsequently used, repaired or replaced

during the round. 

Blair made the mistake of tapping in

for par and, in doing so, broke Rule 4-3b.

He was duly disqualified. 

So next time you see the red mist, just

remember the following to avoid falling

foul of the rules... 

When you can and can’t use a damaged club

Breaking n

WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO...

3 
Open de France

The tournament 

celebrates its 100th 

anniversary and is 

being held at Le Golf 

National – the host 

venue for the 2018 

Ryder Cup. Rory and 

Masters champ 

Danny Willett will be 

there, with the action 

kicking off on  

June 30.

4Dangerous Golf

There’s a new 

golf game coming  

out and it’s unlike 

anything we’ve seen 

before. The goal is 

not to make par or 

birdie, but t   

points by 

causing as

much

damage as

possible.

5  Celebrity Cup

Stars from the 

world of sport and 

showbiz will put their 

golf skills to the test 

at Celtic Manor over 

the weekend of July 9. 

 d laughter is 

eed, with Rob 

on (left), Anton 

 Beke and 

hilip Glenister 

confirmed.

A club is unfit for play if…
It is substantially damaged – which 

means the shaft is dented, significantly 

bent or broken in pieces; the clubhead 

becomes loose, detached or 

significantly deformed; or the 

grip becomes loose. A club 

is not deemed unfit solely 

because the lie or loft has 

been altered, or the head is scratched.

If a club is damaged, you can…
O�Use the club in its damaged state for 

the remainder of the round; irrespective 

of whether the club is still conforming.

O�Without unduly delaying play, repair it 

or have it repaired. 

O�Replace the club with another, if it is 

unfit for play. The replacement must not 

delay play, be borrowed from another 

player on the course or involve assembling 

parts carried by or for the player. 

‘Normal course of play’ is... 
Making a practice swing/stroke;

removing or replacing a club in the bag; 

using a club to search for or retrieve a 

ball; accidentally dropping a club; 

leaning on the club; or using it as a cane 

while walking. 

‘Normal course of play’ isn’t... 
Throwing a club in anger or intentionally 

striking something (e.g. the ground, bag 

or a tree) other than during a shot or 

practice stroke/swing. 

H
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1 
Golf in the sun

Get the suntan 

lotion at the ready. 

Summer is officially 

here which means pure 

greens, plenty of 

comps and an excuse 

for a few cold ones in 

the clubhouse 

afterwards. Heaven! 

2Macmillan’s 

Longest Day

The fundraising event 

returns on June 20 

and challenges golfers 

to play 72 holes in aid 

of Macmillan Cancer 

Support. More than  

£1 million was raised 

last year. Sign up  

now at www.

macmillan.

org.uk
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FIRST LOOK

rump Turnberry’s new-look Ailsa

course has just re-opened, and

what a change it’s undergone.

There are new holes, new bunkers,

rerouted holes and better views. The

stretch from the 9th to the 11th is

absolutely sensational – among our

favourite holes in Britain – while changes

on the 1st, 6th, 13th and 18th make a

massive difference to the way the Ailsa

looks and plays. Even the hotel and the

lighthouse have been renovated as part

of a £200 million project by new owner

Donald Trump. The man responsible for the

changes – leading architect Martin Ebert –

gave us the inside track…

What are the biggest changes?

The coastal holes around the turn, starting

with the shortening of the 9th to a par 3,

had a big knock-on effect in terms of the

final outcome. The 10th has been

transformed from a par 4 into a par 5,

while the par-3 11th is now played along

the cliffs. Also, six has been shortened and

is Turnberry’s Postage Stamp. The 14th –

with dramatic sea views from the elevated

green – now replaces the shortened 17th

as the last par 5 on the course. The final

change we made was to straighten out the

18th. Previously, it was such a sharp dog-

leg that the Open crowds didn’t see

anybody until they got to the landing area.

Any other significant alt ?

The Ailsa has returned t ne age

with the fairway bunkers featuring natural

edges. This came about from historic

research of old photographs which showed

the style they used to have. However, we

kept to revetted greenside bunkers, as per

the R&A’s request.

How’s it been working with Donald Trump?

We had some great discussions. He’s the

most stubborn man I’ve ever met, but he

gets involved with virtually everything and

goes into detail, too. During the planning

stage, sometimes he’d stay for an extra day 

or phone me from New York… occasionally 

in the middle of the night! But he lives and

breathes it. You don’t doubt Mr Trump.

Who won the verbal battles?

Let’s just say I think we developed a good

respect for one another. Mr Trump was

very keen to make the 9th a par 3, while

I initially thought it could be a great short

par 4 because there is a bit of room behind 

the green. We were going backwards and

T

MartinEbertgivesusthelowdown on his epic Ailsa redesign

The new Turnbe

Beforeandafter… How theAilsahaschanged

Man with a plan

Martin Ebert 

stands  behind 

the new 10th 

green at Trump 

Turnberry. 

The 9th
It’s gone from a

dreary, blind par

4 to possibly the

most dramatic

par 3 in Britain.

From the Open

back tee it’s 235

yards, 200 of

which is carry

over the beach.

The daily tees

are from 170.

The 10th 
The tee in front 

of the lighthouse 

is stunning, with 

a view north. The 

biggest change is 

the green, which 

has been moved

right back 

towards the 

rocky beach.

Anything long

is dead! 
Before Before

After
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forwards for a while, but he was adamant 

he wanted a par 3 and I have to say he was 

entirely right. People remember par 3s – 

they’re the iconic holes on a course – and 

before, golfers didn’t have the sense of 

playing across the bay. 

We gather the iconic lighthouse will have 

an even bigger role to play...

It’s part of the course and is owned by Mr 

Trump, albeit he doesn’t own the turret. It’s 

been converted into luxury suites and a 

halfway house. 

How soon could we see an Open here?

It’s to be decided, though I think it will be 

great when everybody sees the results. 

There’s no doubt Mr Trump wants it, plus 

it’s already such an iconic venue. There’s 

no better place to have a tele-visual Major. 

 The 11th 
The old 11th was 

a par 3 playing 

inland. The new 

one plays right 

along the shore, 

with waves 

crashing against 

the back tee and 

a 180-yard carry 

over the sea to 

the large,  

slopey green. 
Before

After Afte

A round at  
Trump Turnberry  

with Lexus 
p99

WIN 

FANTASY GOLF

UPCOMING 

TOURNAMENTS

June 16: US Open 

(BONUS – 50% Extra points)

June 23: Quicken Loans 

National

June 23: BMW International 

Open

June 30: WGC Bridgestone 

Invitational

June 30: Open de France

July 05: The Greenbrier Classic

July 05: Scottish Open

WHO’S HOT?

Jason Day  (£15m)

Hideki Matsuyama  (£14m)

Joost Luiten  (£8.5m)

Kevin Chappell  (£7m)

Brandon Stone  (£7m)

WHO’S NOT?

Henrik Stenson  (£14.5m)

Kevin Kisner  (£13.5m)

Jimmy Walker  (£13m)

Hunter Mahan  (£8m)

Matt Every  (£6.5m)

MANAGER OF THE MONTH – 

APRIL 2016 
1. Kens Aces (Ken Richards) 

6069 2. Clarks clangers (Simon 

Clark) 5,669 3. Eagle Chance 

(Andrew Vivian) 5,511 

4. PJAVictory (Paul Avey) 5,480 

5. Dude, wheres my par? (Adam 

James) 5,471 6. Gerrys boyos 

(Geraldine Mouzon) 5,466 7. The 

Wild Bunch Mark Dawson) 

     

     

   

    

  

Every hing 
you  need  
to  know... F A N T A S YG O L F

SIGN UP NOW AT 

fantasygolf.todaysgolfer.co.uk



Paul Dunne
Q&A

T

Irish rookie talks  Ryder Cup, scrambling and keeping his own company 

can

reat

h or

ing I

ith’

dad Collie who first introduced me to the 

game. My coach Alan Murray, has been a 

big influence.

Q. Do you model yourself on anybody? 

Not really. I’ve always just tried to shoot 

the best scores I can and play my own 

game. Of course, I admire other players 

but my game is mine alone, so I have to 

          

Q. What are the biggest changes between 

the pro and amateur ranks? 

There’s a lot of travelling and you spend 

more time by yourself. But it’s like golf on 

any given day: you love it when you play 

well and aren’t so fond of it when you’re 

struggling. At the start, you can spend a 

lot of time by yourself in a hotel room. I 

suppose it’s just a phase you have to get 

      g 

    u’re in. 

  t of you 

 to finish 

 ers 

 r? 

   eek 

 . The 

  elt I 

   only hit 

    th is 

  

   game? 

  retty 

 ent. My 

 sistent 

 ething I 

  the 

  erica, I 

  ple of 

  usic or 

  tise a lot 

  When 

 oo stiff 

he talented 23-year old from 

County Wicklow burst onto the 

world stage last summer when he 

became the first amateur since Bobby 

Jones in 1927 to share the 54-hole lead at 

The Open. Dunne endured a torrid time in 

the final round at St Andrews, but showed 

in the first three that he might be the next 

star off the Irish production line. He turned 

pro in September, earned his 2   

rights at European Tour Q Scho    

already made a bright start to

But after what happened to hi

Andrews, he’s taking nothing fo

Q. Do you still think about wh

have been in last year’s Open?

I don’t think about it all the tim

certain things pop into my hea

and then. You think about what

have done better, or worse. I ob

wasn’t happy with the way I fini

things off (78 final round, tied

was still a great week for me. T

more positives than negatives,

sure!

Q. What was it like to win the

Walker Cup? 

It was great to be able to make

the team and to be part

of a winning side. It’s every

amateur’s aspiration to play

in the Walker Cup, which is

the pinnacle of amateur golf. W

a good team, played well and

result we wanted. 

Q. Has making the Ryder Cup

crossed your mind? 

I don’t want to get ahead of my

only played a handful of events

School since I turned pro last S

I’ve got plenty of time and obvi

something I’ve always wanted t

would be brilliant, but there’s a

golf to be played before that ha

Q. Who have been the biggest

on your career to date?

I looked up to quite a few Irish

such as Darren Clarke and Pad

Harrington when I was younger.

recently, it has been Rory McIlr

Lowry and Graeme McDowell,

First
Tee



E X C E L L E N C E  E N G I N E E R E D

www.benrossgolf.com

Lamkin R.E.L Ace

Fubuki Z Series Ladies

RRP £299.99 (6-SW)

360 Tour Velvet

KBS Tour 90 or Kuro Kage Black

RRP (Graphite) £349.99
(Steel) £299.99 (5-SW)

360 Tour Velvet

Kuro Kage Black

RRP £349.99 (5-SW)

@benrossgolf

Benross Golf

@benrossgolf

360 Tour Velvet

KBS Tour 90 or Kuro Kage Black

RRP (Graphite) £429.99 
        (Steel) £379.99 (5-SW)
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ON TOUR

We looked around the BMW PGA players’ car park

Stars and their cars
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DUNHILL’S CL ASSIC ST YLING

Dunhill, a name synonymous 

with golf, has taken inspiration 

from three other names forever 

linked with the beautiful game 

for its Dunhill Links 2016 Spring 

Summer collection.

Avoiding the modern trend for 

bright, sporty-looking clothing, 

Craig Buglass, creative director 

and keen amateur golfer, was 

inspired by Palmer, Player and 

Nicklaus to create luxury items 

that look as good off the course 

as they do on it.

The easy-care collection, which

features jackets, gilets, knitwear,

polos and trousers, blends 

traditional styling with modern

performance in what it calls the

world’s most luxurious and

technically advanced golfwear.

Visit www.dunhill.com or head

to the TG website for a more

detailed look at the products.

£1 MILLION

£180,720

£120,000

£100,000

£80,000

£56,000

£25,000

£17,000

£12,000

he BMW PGA 

Championship at 

Wentworth isn’t just 

sponsored by one of the 

biggest motoring brands – it 

also gives us a chance to see 

what Europe’s best players

are driving this year. 

The event at the exclusive

Surrey golf club is the first in

Europe where many of the

players in the field can

actually drive to the course,

and with named parking bays

for them all it gives a unique 

chance to take a look at the 

motoring choices of some of 

sport’s wealthiest men

T

Ian Poulter, La Ferrari
OK, he wasn’t at
Wentworth, but if he 
was he might have
turned up in his new toy.

Steve Webster
Lamborghini Hurac
Lambo’s latest mod
has a 5.2 litre V10 a
hits 62mph in 3.2se

Bradley Dredge
Mercedes SLS GT
Might be due an upgrade
fter his T t the Irish

    

Lee Westwood
Overfinch Range Rover
Westy is a big fan of th
world-renowned bespo
Land Rover tuner.

Ross Fisher
Nissan GT-R
Ross can get his kids and 
clubs in the back… and take 
it to 200mph on a track. Luke Donald

BMW M4
For players who aren’t 
based in the UK, this was a 
p l  h  f  h  k  

Eduardo Molinari
Renault Captur
He’s channeling some 
of that Euro style with 
this new family motor. 

Pablo Larrazabal
Seat Ibiza
The Spaniard was 
supporting his home nation 
turning up in a Seat.

Danny Willett
Nissan Qashqai
The family man from 
Sheffield is in one of Britain’s 
most popular family cars.
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#CobraKING

A NEW ERA
OF IRONS
IS BORN



All the technology available to deliver all the 

distance and playability for your game. 

Whether it’s the KING forged irons with their soft feel and precision, or the KING F6 irons 

featuring Tecfl o construction that gives you the perfect combination of distance and 

forgiveness, the entire family of KING irons are the Ultimate Scoring Machines.

cobragolf.co.uk/king

Offi cial Equipment Partner of 
the PGA EuroPro Tour
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Your say...

TO THE P OINT

Weaskedhow
youfeltabout
Muirfield
GolfClub’s
controversial
decisionnotto
allowfemale
members.We
weren’tshort
onresponses…

DavidFletcher
Perhapstheydon’t
reallywantthe
hassleofhosting
TheOpenattheir
courseanymore.
Eitherway,you
can’t liveinthepast,
butit’stheirchoice
andtheyhaveto
standbyit.

JamesLuke
Notvery
honourable
gentlemenarethey!
Clubs/memberslike
Muirfieldgiveour
awesomesporta
badname!

PeteBatty
Asbackwardsas
thisrulingis, it’s
howtheMuirfield
committeewant
toruntheirclub.
It’suptothemand
nobodyelse. I’mnot
sayingit isrightor

LET TER OF THE MONTH

Braking bad

I

LETTER OF THE MONTH WINS  

A putter from Ping’s Cadence  
TR range, worth £139 - £209

recently played the 

2010 course at Celtic 

Manor with my dad. 

Our third shots safely reached 

the 18th green and we looked 

forward to our birdie putts on 

this iconic hole. That was until 

my dad realised his golf trolley 

was rolling down the slope into 

the lake. He’d forgotten to put 

his brake on. 

After watching his bag drift 

into the middle of the lake, 

including all his clubs, phone, 

wallet and keys, there was no 

option but for me to jump into 

the freezing water and retrieve 

everything; much to the 

amusement of those watching 

in the clubhouse.

Unfortunately, all his irons 

and wedges bar one had sunk 

to the bottom and will no 

doubt remain there for years to 

come. Ironically, the locker my 

dad was given that day was 

that of the American golfer 

Stewart Cink. How fitting! 

JOHNNY GRIFFITHS, EMAIL

Ed: Well at least he’s now got 

a brilliant new Ping Cadence 

TR putter! 

Flying without wings
Looking in the bargain basket at my 

local sports store, I came across a 

practice golf ball with air-flow holes 

in it. I couldn’t help but think it 

looked like something my cat would 

play with. To my amazement, it 

actually reproduced the same  

flight of a normal golf ball, only 

with far less distance. I am now 

able to practise for hours on end  

in the garden. 

GRANT JAMES SMITH, EMAIL

Muirfield madness
The sight of Muirfield members 

parading in their plus-fours and 

archaic golf attire whilst espousing 

comments about their “young lady” 

being permitted to play as a guest 

but not to join the club lets golf 

down badly. This image and 

Muirfield’s views promote the 

prejudices that are widespread that 

this wonderful game is played by 

elitist bores. The R&A was right to 

remove Muirfield from the Open 

roster. But this censure does not go 

far enough. Muirfield members 

should lose their CONGU status 

and be banned from attending 

other courses, and publications like 

this should not include Muirfield in 

 ki  i   

Will we ever 

see another 

Open at 

Muirfield?

Celtic Manor’s 
lake gained  
its own set  

of clubs.

Educating beginners, making a splash 
and showing leniency towards juniors



I am sure this strategy could bring 

through a new generation of golfers 

who wouldn’t have been 

indoctrinated in the belief that golf

is an elitist sport.

SIMON THORPE, SOUTHAMPTON

Turn a blind eye
My playing partner was telling me

about what happened to him and

his 15-year-old during a recent four-

ball better ball competition. 

Upon checking their scorecard,

the committee noticed the dad had

put one of his son’s scores in his

own column. This made no 

difference to their score as neither

of them got shots on the hole. But

they were still penalised two shots,

meaning that they missed out on

winning by a shot.

This was done very publicly so

they were unable to appeal, let

alone discuss the decision. As this

was one of the big events at their

former club, his son was distraught.

Now, I fully understand and

support that golf is a game of

honesty, but there are times when

the older gentlemen on committees

could let a bit of common sense

prevail. Please can we not 

discourage the younger generation

adverts. Only by such action can 

this Dishonourable Company of 

Edinburgh Golfers be guided 

towards the 21st Century. We 

should all boycott this club.

JONATHAN HAWKER, EMAIL

How to get kids to love golf
I’ve been an avid golfer for years, 

but I have never been a member  

of a club. Latterly, it was due to 

exorbitant joining fees, but more 

recently it has been due to family 

commitments. My son has recently 

started having lessons at Hedge 

End driving range and I often book 

three-month increments for £90. 

As well as being fantastic value, the 

golf pro there is fabulous. Patient 

and attentive, he treats everyone 

the same, no matter what their skill 

level is. My 12-year-old son has 

developed a great swing, yet the 

biggest ethos instilled is to enjoy 

the game and smile.

All the kids finish the lesson with 

big grins on their faces and always 

look forward to the next week.

Learning this amazing sport in a 

carefree environment where 

enjoyment is paramount gives me 

hope that he will continue his 

passion well into his adult years. 

First
Tee

from golf by exposing them to club

politics and outdated, pompous

attitudes. 

BEN O’CONNOR, EMAIL

Lighter penalties
Every month I read about slow play 

and the need to eradicate those 

painfully long rounds. I recently 

organised a 36-hole stableford 

competition where several three-

balls took more than five hours to 

complete their round. 

Asked why, they all said they had 

fallen behind looking for lost balls. 

The time taken naturally affected 

other groups and delayed the 

finishing of the competition. 

The following day, my playing 

partner spent several minutes 

searching for his ball off the tee. He 

later explained there was little point 

playing three off the tee, as he 

would effectively have to blob the 

hole due to his low handicap. I then 

had a ‘lightbulb’ moment. If the 

penalty was reduced to playing two 

thisistheir issue.
Aslongastherest
of the game doesn’t 
get dragged back by 
this dinosaur-like 
ruling. 

Simon Henly
It’s a private club, 
they have the right 
to make their own 
rules. Anyone who 
disagrees, including 
the R&A, has the 
right to take their 
business elsewhere.

Ray Matthew 
Congratulations 
to Muirfield for 
portraying the 
game I love in 
the worst light 
possible! You are an 
embarrassment to 
golf and to Scotland.

Kate Higgins
Worst thing 
about Muirfield – its 
members are men in 
powerful positions 
who also influence 
how women are 
treated every day.

O N  THE  G O G E T  T G  IN 

YO UR INBOXGet TG from Apple’s
Newsstand for iPads/
iPhones, Google Play
for Androids, Barnes
and Noble for Nook
and Kobo’s Newsstand
for Kobo devices.

Get tips, news and 
advice to your inbox 
every Monday 
by signing up for 

our Newsletter at 
todaysgolfer.co.uk 

Getting more kids 

into golf is crucial 

to its future 

success.

SIMPLY EAS

 or more info www.gokart.co.uk or call 01227 712288

GO KART
ELECTRIC GOLF
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off the tee and the search time

dropped to two-to-three minutes,

I am sure we would see a decrease 

in round times, particularly in 

stableford formats. 

DAVID PRICE, EMAIL

Misguided views
I feel I need to respond to Les 

Hancocks’ letter (issue 348), calling 

for a reduced weekend membership 

category. If most people could pick 

one day of the week to play,  

I suspect 90% would choose a 

Saturday or Sunday. Les is being 

charged a premium pay & play rate 

because he wishes to play at the 

busiest times. I’m sure his local 

club could offer him a good deal to 

play on Mondays as most courses 

are empty on weekdays. I also think 

it’s a bit rich of him to make 

comments about “subsidising all 

those members who are retired”. 

I know many older members and 

pensioners work just as hard as 

those under 50, and often play on 

weekdays as they can’t afford the 

premium weekend rates. His idea 

may make sense to him, but no 

club in the world will implement it. 

ADAM FLYNN, MERSEYSIDE

Riding high
I read recently that the falling 

numbers of golfers could be due to 

more MAMILs – Middle Aged Men

In Lycra – taking up cycling. I have

to admit that I am a MAMIL and I 

apologise! But when all the Tour de

France hopefuls go steaming past 

me, what they don’t realise is that 

I am cycling to improve my golf! 

Though I’m approaching 50,  

my superior fitness over my 

contemporaries gives me a big 

advantage during competitions. I’ve

also added extra torque to my 

backswing, thanks to improved core

and leg strength. It’s the perfect 

preparation. 

ANDY WALSH, CHORLEY 

Special exemptions
Watching the final round of the Lalla

Meryem Cup on the Ladies 

European Tour, I was struck by the 

observation from the commentators

that Liz Young, in the final group, 

was four months pregnant. Even 

though she was competing by 

choice, she was apparently 

struggling with morning sickness, 

tiredness and dizzy spells on the 

greens. Walking 18 holes over four 

days had clearly taken its toll, so 

why was she not allowed to use a 

buggy? It would not have held play

up and I’m sure her fellow 

competitors would not have had any

objection, given the circumstances.

MICHAEL FIELDING, EMAIL

Looking for 

balls hits pace 

of play hard. 

GET IN TOUCH

Like Today’s Golfer on Facebook

Follow @thetodaysgolfer on Twitter

� Write to Today’s Golfer, Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA or editorial@todaysgolfer.co.uk

Top tweets

Follow us on Twitter
@TheTodaysGolfer

Stuart Appleby @StuartAppleby  

For anybody who has an ankle fetish, tune in to 
the Players Championship. Ricky Fowler will get 
the blood pumping for ya

Paul McGinley @mcginleygolf

RIP Christy O’Connor Snr – an inspiration and
trailblazer for Irish success in golf throughout
the world

Ernie Els @TheBig_Easy

Nice to shoot 66 today @THEPLAYERSChamp
– my lowest round here for 20 years!

Rory McIlroy @McIlroyRory

Paris is a great city. Supporting my home tour 
and not getting paid a penny to play. Less travel 
always a bonus too

Denis Pugh @Dpugh54

Short break after 48
lessons this morning
#KingsOfDistance

Sir Nick Faldo @NickFaldo006 

I fully support Martin Slumbers and the R&A’s 
forward thinking initiatives on inclusiveness and 
growing the game of golf around the world.

FROM THEM...

Jordan Spieth  

@JordanSpieth

At my parents looking
through old pictures.
These shades need to
make it back in my life
#blockinghaters

Robert Lee  

@robertwlee

@JoeMillerLDC just
drove the 10th at the
belfry with a putter
into the wind!!!!
#Obscene

Laura Davies @LFCLJD 

Very disappointed at Muirfield’s decision not 
to allow women members. Surely it’s time they 
moved into the 21st century

Thomas Bjørn @thoma

Augusta did it. R&A did it. Obviously Muirfield 
couldn’t join us in the 21st century. You have a 
great course, enjoy it on your own!!!!

First
Tee



Your Local
Golf Professional

AVAILABLE FROM

IMPROVE YOUR GAME WITH  
THE ALL NEW GOLFER2
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TomTom Golfer2 with auto-shot 
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GOLF INSURANCE 
Is your protection up to par
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03300 243 043
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      Cover for Temporary Disablement

• Accidental Loss      
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Worldwide cover as standard

• Theft of equipment      

Cover up to £6,500 of your equipment   
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Up to £2.5m cover for third party damages  

Cover for Accidental Property Damage

• Holes-in-one       
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‘Themost
frustrating

thingisthat
itconfirms
anegative

imageofgolf’

Andrew

Cotter

First
Tee

Let’s not tar the whole game with the same brush as Muirfield’s members

I
’ve never really been one for joining clubs. Actually, that’s 

not quite true. When I was about seven or eight I was a 

founding member of The Red Hand Gang – it sounds 

impressive, but was essentially just me and my best friend, Alan.

I think we had pinched the name directly from a 

Canadian children’s television programme. Though, 

looking back, it does make it sound as if it might 

have had the Reverend Ian Paisley as social 

secretary. 

Anyway, we would wander round the mean streets 

of south central Troon on our bikes and imagine 

such adventures as discovering a warehouse of 

stolen goods. Then Mrs Henderson would tell us to 

get away from her garden shed. 

But to return to my original point – the short-lived 

Red Hand Gang apart, I’m not really into clubs. And 

that includes golf clubs. 

I don’t mean that I don’t enjoy the good things that a golf club 

might have to offer – the organisation of competitions, heavily 

subsidised food and drink. 

Perhaps a full-sized snooker table. I just mean that being a 

member of a golf club is not, in itself, something I’ve ever wanted 

to do. I love playing golf. I used to love competing against myself 

and against others. I love hitting golf balls. It just so happens that, 

to do that, you really have to join a club.

More often than not I’ll bypass the clubhouse entirely, go 

straight to the practice ground, snap-hook a few drives in 

frustrated solitude and then return to my life of quiet 

contemplation, in a cave on a mountainside, eating moss

But even if you aren        

be a side of some golf       

often they are frustratin

and petty rules. Of prot

exclusivity. Of course th

apply to many clubs wh

there is a relaxed,

friendly feel, but there

are still a good number

where they dance to the

own very traditional tun

These are the places

where the actual playing

golf often feels secondar

the simply being part of

establishment of the club

For many people, beco

member of a golf club is

Rising to sit on the committee as vital as getting your handicap 

down to single figures. In their minds it somehow shows a rank of 

importance – shows that they have some standing in the world.

And then there are clubs that take it to an entirely different level, 

such as The Honourable Company of Edinburgh 

Golfers. As you may well have seen – unless you’ve 

been renting out one of the rooms in my 

mountainside cave – the venerable club recently 

voted against the admission of women members. 

There followed, naturally enough in our modern 

world of near permanent outrage, a firestorm of 

negative publicity – media laying siege to Muirfield’s 

wrought-iron gates. And yet, despite the 

ridiculousness of the decision I find it hard to muster 

the apparent fury that others have for the place.

Just because it doesn’t appeal to me and might 

appear absurd to you doesn’t mean it’s wrong. If a private club 

wants to admit whomever it chooses – so be it. 

The H.C.E.G. is akin to a London Gentlemen’s Club, stuck by the 

Firth of Forth, and it is entirely their right to vote, democratically, to 

maintain it as such. It is also entirely right that the R&A very 

swiftly said The Open Championship will not be played again at 

such a discriminatory place.

The most frustrating thing about the whole affair is that it 

confirms in the minds of so many people a negative image of golf. 

It is a sport for rather fusty old men, soup on their ties and set in 

their ways. It is hugely annoying and damaging that the story 

spread worldwide on news as well as sports pages. 

I f  t    s is not a golf problem with golf – it is 

  sion of a curious place in East Lothian. 

 cision in a single stroke wipes out all the 

 done to get the message out that golf 

  a game for everyone. 

 will always be those for whom being a 

er of a club is far more important than 

 ctual sport itself. And it should always be 

r right to exist in whichever way they 

oose. But equally we can hope that they 

xist more on the fringes as a simple 

oddity and don’t bother those trying to 

omote the game for one and all. Golf is 

 for the better – changing and evolving 

  to do to survive. It would be nice if the 

   that side of it. 

n of one place which now seems as 

ed as our boyhood clubs of long,  

Part of the BBC commentary team, Andrew Cotter grew up tackling Ayrshire’s links and plays off 3. Follow him on Twitter (@MrAndrewCotter)
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e has a name straight out of Hollywood, the looks to

match, and a demeanour that suggests he not only owns 

the place, but the place next door as well. Bryson 

DeChambeau is golf’s latest poster boy, but is he 

the real deal? 

I saw him for the first time ‘live’ on the practice 

ground at Hilton Head – less than a week after his 

brilliant performance as an amateur at Augusta. 

Come Sunday, I was enthusing on Sky Sports that 

this young man was heading for ‘superstar’ 

status. Was I right or simply deceived by the 

packaging and branding surrounding this 

impressive young man?

His penchant for an old-school Hogan cap has 

brought with it his own personal style and Puma 

has already moved quickly to snap him up. But 

since his auspicious start as a pro, it has been 

more about missed cuts than riding high  

Sunday leaderboards. No matter how     

is, past experience shows us that it h

professional circuit. His potential is w

the PGA Tour graveyard is littered wi

Amateur and NCAA champions.

As a coach, I look at the swing tec

newcomer with an eye to two hugely

benchmarks. Namely, how easy is it

does the quality of strike suffer at sp

under pressure? His technique is far

conventional, but my belief is that he

swing mechanics nailed. 

He has the attention to detail of a

scientist and plays looking for the fl

rather than the flaw. From my exper

good golf can be played with the mi

of an artist or that of the scientist, b

great golf occurs when the two blen

together without conflict. Knowing a

there is to know about the intricacie

and minutia of your own swing does

not suit everybody, but then neither

does the constant artistic search for

“perfect” swing feel.

A physics-heavy instruction book c

The Golfing Machine by Homer Kelle

out nearly 50 years ago and Bryson

devoured it page by page to put toge

his own take on what is important in building a swing to deliver 

power and consistency. Ill-informed critics refer to the book as  

a ‘method swing’, but that’s a bit like calling Shakespeare a 

dictionary writer! While the dictionary provides  

us with the bare words, it takes an individual to 

compose them in a way to produce those plays 

and sonnets. The same applies to the Golfing 

Machine. It shows variable ways of putting a golf 

swing together and allows the reader to effectively 

pick and choose. 

It’s not quite as simple as mixing and matching 

your cinema treats. The language of the book is 

that of an aircraft engineer, which Kelley was. 

Anyone delving into its pages needs to be 

intellectually matched, and it’s here that Bryson is 

putting his engineering degree to good use. He has 

adapted traditional golf thinking and has managed 

t  dil t  ll th  g ky t r i ology so you and I can just about 

       mistake, he has the ability to 

   ; only now he needs to deliver on 

 

  made of all his iron shafts being 

  erefore lie. He also has huge 

 ps, not too dissimilar to an 

 handle, which promote a high-

 et-up at address. The swing itself is 

 of individual stylising as well. It’s 

y a one-plane system and there’s 

ost no wrist hinge until very late in 

ckswing. At this point, the artist 

side Bryson takes over from the 

cientific origins, imparting varying 

egrees of wrist action to deliver  

 ost of shot patterns.

ut take the swing out of the equation 

d there is still a lot more to this 

oung man than a strut which can 

val Dustin Johnson’s. His quirkiness 

nd intellect is admirable, and his 

aturity and appreciation for nostalgia 

 ready won over fans and fellow 

 olf has a habit of rewarding the 

odox and in Bryson DeChambeau, 

 ort has found a young man whose 

 more than matches his confidence. 

 st needs the victories to go with it. 

‘Make no  

mistake, 

he has the  

ability to 

change the 

way golf is 

played’

Denis
Pugh

First
Tee

Bryson DeChambeau is as wacky as they come, but there’s method to his madness

H

Denis Pugh is a Sky Sports pundit, PGA Master Professional and coach to Ross Fisher and Francesco Molinari. Follow him on Twitter (@DPugh54)
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www.lindrickgolfclub.co.uk

Lindrick is always in great condition, with
fairways like carpets and greens that run true.
Lee Westwood
Lindrick Member and World Ranked No.1 2011

“
A friendly club with a gem of a course.
Ken Brown
5 times Ryder Cup Player and commentator for BBC & Sky TV“
It’s always a challenge playing at Lindrick, the
course is always fair but you know you have
to play well to come away with a good score.
Danny Willett
Lindrick Member and US Masters winner 2016

“

Five of the top ten fi nishers in the Masters were Englishmen

Th ree of the top seven fi nishers were members of Lindrick Golf Club

‘Can they possibly repeat this remarkable record at this years Open at
Troon? Can Danny win a second major prize in succession? After his
spectacular last round in Augusta is it Matt Fitzpatrick’s big chance?
Or is it Lee Westwood’s turn at last?

Not surprisingly we’ll be glued to our seats in the Lindrick clubhouse
where recently over £1.5 m has been spent on enhancements to six
holes, purpose built practice areas, new changing facilities and two
tunnels ensuring continuous play and there is more to come.

If you’ve not visited for a while you should come and have a look at how the
new features have been added while remaining true to the pedigree and
traditions of the historic Lindrick, after all …….. 

it is the place where the Champions play

THE NEW LINDRICK
WHERE CHAMPIONS PLAY
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Sweep back to the top

Start back by sweeping the club

over the ball. As the club passes

the ball it’s already swinging along

its arc with momentum, killing the

need to snatch the club away with

the hands. Instead you’ll feel arms

and body working together to take

the club all the way to the top.

You’ll also feel the natural width

this backswing creates.

Advanced start

Take your regular address for 

the driver, with the ball opposite 

your lead foot instep. Now lift 

the club over the top of the ball 

and push it forwards, down the 

target line. Feel your chest turn 

to face the clubhead as you do 

this, and your trail knee can kick 

in a touch to accommodate this 

slight body turn. 
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Fault
Fixer

Fault: Snatching the club away

Fix: Start the swing in front of the ball

The ideal takeaway sees club, hands and

body move away from the ball as a unit. 

Achieve this and each segment of the 

body makes its ideal contribution to the 

movement of the club, keeping your 

action smooth and coordinated. However, 

from a standing start it can be hard to 

get all parts to move back together; the 

most common error is for the hands and

arms alone to jerk the club back, a move

that takes the club off its ideal arc and

path as soon as the swing starts. So here 

is an easy drill to help you feel that 

smoother first move from the ball. It’s so 

good that I’d even advise you to work it 

into your pre-shot routine before each 

drive, just to remind your muscle groups 

of the role they need to play.

DRIVING

Head start to 
better drives 
Learn a simple drill to fire coordination 

and rhythm into your swing

Swing to a finish

Swing through, collecting the ball 

through impact. Because you’ve 

tied arm and body motion 

together on the way back, you’ll 

find it much easier to make a 

coordinated downswing and 

balanced finish. Look for your 

armswing and bodyturn slowing 

at the same pace – a sign of a 

correctly synchronised swing.

Head

pro since

2006 and

authorised

Ping

clubfitter.

T G  T O P  5 0
M AT T H E W  B L A K E 

DY R H A M PA R K C C , H E R T S

Shot on location at the 
beautiful Alcanada GC, 
Majorca, recently voted one 
of Spain’s top 5 courses. 
Visit golf-alcanada.com



1 2eet together
tand with ankles 

ouching, and 

osition the ball 

entrally between 

our insteps. Swing 

o the top. This 

arrow stance 

means that with any 

waying at all, you’ll 

ose balance. This 

 one of the oldest 

wing trainers in 

olf tuition, but it’s 

tood the test of 

me because it’s  

o effective.

 brace
 bands are

 sed more in
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 ut if you don’t
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 r belt around
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  pressure

 them slightly
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 stance.

ail foot 
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nce, with the 

 just forward of 

tre. But now turn 

r trail foot in so 

 toe cap points 

 behind the ball. 

s foot orientation 

ces your trail leg, 

ch offers stronger 

stance as you 

n. With lateral 

vement stymied, 

’ll be able to 

ate a much tighter, 

re powerful coil.

Three ways to create a tighter coil… and a more powerful impact

Staycentredtostrikedown
Fault: Weak and heavy strikes, 

caused by backswing swaying

Fix: Make a more centred 

backswing rotation

Great iron ball-strikers turn on 

top of the ball – never behind it. 

Yes, the back foot and leg takes 

more weight and pressure at the 

top, but this is created through 

rotation and not any swaying or 

lateral movement. While the 

sway moves the swing’s low 

point behind the ball, promoting 

a weak upward slap, a centred 

coil creates more power and 

downward compression at 

impact. Here are three quick 

ways you can build a tighter coil.

Mark uses the 

3d GEARS 

system.  For 

more  details see  

mcgeehangolf.

com

T G  T O P  5 0
M A R K  M C G E E H A N

MAGNOLIA PARK GOLF CLUB

Solid trail side
Again, swing to the 

top. The pressure 

created by the knee 

brace stops weight 

drifting to the outside 

of your trail foot 

and keeps the trail 

leg at its address 

angle, supporting 

the backswing. If you 

struggle with lateral 

movement, the knee 

brace is a great way 

of forcing you into 

a stronger, more 

centred position at 

the top.
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Fault
Fixer

Fault Failure to generate enough 

height to clear the lip

Fix: Shallow your attack angle to 

generate quick lift

Many club golfers try to deal with a 

steep trap lip by leaning backwards 

and trying to scoop the ball up and 

out. It doesn’t work because it moves 

the low point of the swing too far 

behind the ball, causing the wrong 

impact with the sand. 

A more effective approach for 

quick height is to add loft to the 

clubface through opening the face, 

and then deliver it on a shallow 

attack angle, which presents every 

available degree of that loft to the 

ball. Here’s how to do both.Set up to escape deep traps

Get low 
to hit high

BUNKERS

B U N K E R S  V I D E O  T I P S

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips

TODAYSGOLFER.CO.UK ISSUE 333 4343TODAYSGOLFER.CO.UK ISSUE 349

Trust your set-up
This may look like a specialist shot, but all 

the work for it is done at address. Add face 

loft and set everything lower in the sand and 

the club naturally works more around you, 

creating the shallow attack that lets you 

present every available degree to the ball.

T G  T O P  5 0
A D R I A N  B I S H O P

B R I S TO L G O L F C EN T R E

PGA National  
coaching 
tutor based 
at the  
Adrian Bishop 
Academy. 

1 Add face loft
Turn the face open before 

taking your grip – open it 

more as the lip gets 

higher. A weak face has 

less influence on direction 

so the open face won’t 

affect line of the shot.

2 Lower the handle
The steeper the shaft, the

more upright the swing 

and the steeper the impact.

We need the opposite, so

drop the handle to promote

a flatter swing plane anda

shallower attack angle.

3 Lower yourself
Adjust your stance and 

posture to accommodate 

that lower handle. Stand a 

little further from theball, 

widen your stance and 

add some extra knee flex 

to find the right angles.
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1 Choose technique 
 or the target 

Working on your golf swing and 

trying to hit effective golf shots 

are two very different things. If 

you are at all concerned about 

the results of the shot while 

trying to hone or perfect a new 

technique, you are asking for 

disappointment and frustration. 

So when you’re working on 

technique and trying to improve 

your swing, ignore the target and 

focus on training the move. 

2Keep changing the
club and the shot

Your brain learns faster when it’s

given a variety of tasks to carry

out. So in practice constantly

vary your targets, the clubs

you’re hitting and the shape of

the shot. Repeatedly hitting to

the same target without purpose

leads to stagnation and ‘just

hitting’: constant variation is one 

of the best ways to duplicate a 

round of golf, and a fast way to 

learn more about your game.
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Fault
Fixer

Fault: Shots hit on the range bearing 

little relation to the on-course challenge 

Fix: Find ways to make your practice 

time more relevant to the real thing 

Here is a very simple rule that will 

instantly change how effectively you 

practise: “Play as you practise... and 

practise as you play”. Making the 

shots you hit on the range more 

relevant to the game itself will 

prepare you much better for the 

challenges of the course, so 

introducing aspects like recording 

performance and regularly changing 

clubs will really help. But above all, 

before you start every practice 

session create a plan for what you 

want to achieve from it. It’s the first 

step to evaluating your time on the 

range, and ensuring precious practice 

hours are put to their best use.

ON THE RANGE

Smarter practice keys
Bring your range game closer to your course game to make progress

4 Keep a record of 
your performance  

Maintain a basic record of your 

skills challenges. Writing down 

what went well and what made  

a difference becomes an 

invaluable reference as you move 

your game forward. A record of 

your winning moves will help you 

build up a practice history and  

quickly provide you with a 

personal golfing manual which 

can be looked through on any 

given day. 

3 Identify targets,  
and hit to them 

Besides keeping the session 

interesting, target practice gives 

you a chance to monitor 

progress. Rather than hit to a 

flag, find two points to simulate  

a fairway or green and aim 

between them. For example, hit 

five balls to your target and 

record how many times you hit it. 

You can then try to improve by 

either raising your total or 

narrowing your target.

Founder of

the Gareth

Benson Golf

Academy, visit

garethbenson

golf.co.uk

T G  T O P  5 0
G A R E T H  B E N S O N 

FORMBY HALL GC, LANCS



Fault
Fixer

Fault:  Flicking the hands at the ball to 

create more ‘zip’

Fix: Release your body, not your hands, 

to create backspin

With the greens firming up as we move 

through spring into summer, the ability 

to create backspin to hold the ball on the 

green becomes more valuable. Many 

golfers try to create spin through an 

aggressive release of the hands through 

impact. While that may feel like it’s going 

to fire spin into the ball, in fact it takes it 

off. Instead, quieter hands and a more 

aggressive body release will give you the 

spin you need. Here’s why… and how to 

achieve it.

Learn the true way to generate more backspin 

Improve your
stopping power

SHORT GAME

Hand release kills loft
Generally, the more clubface loft you 

present to the ball, the more backspin 

you will create. An aggressive release  

of the hands tends to roll the clubface 

closed, taking loft off the clubface. The 

ball will come out lower and hotter.

Body release
When the body works 

harder through the ball 

the hands are more 

passive, letting you 

preserve clubface loft. 

That helps you create

maximum backspin.
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PGA
Professional 
and Director 
of the Ryan 
Fenwick Golf 
Academy.

T G  T O P  5 0
R YA N  F E N W I C K

WEST HOVE GC, EAST SUSSEX

Finishing line
Focus on your finish. Aim 

to end with belt buckle, 

hands and clubhead in a 

line and pointing at the 

pin. Check the club’s 

leading edge is parallel  

to your spine angle.



MAR HALL GOLF CLUB

£35pp twilight rate until 1st October

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 0141-812-9945

THE HOST VENUES OF THE 2016 

PGA EUROPRO TOUR WOULD LIKE TO 

OFFER YOU THESE AMAZING DEALS!

www.europrotour.com

EAST SUSSEX 

NATIONAL GOLF CLUB

4 ball for the price of 3 – Mon to Fri

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01825 880256

(Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer)

HAWKSTONE GOLF CLUB

18 Holes, Pie & Chips - £27pp

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01948 841770

THE CARRICK, 

CAMERON HOUSE

Round of golf for 2 inc

Lunch & Range Balls - £99 For two

Monday to Thursday only

Quote Europrotour16 on booking

Tel: 01389 727 679

CAVERSHAM HEATH 

GOLF CLUB

Create your Bespoke Golf Day - 

From £34pp

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01189 478600

ARMY GOLF CLUB

Only £45pp - Mon to Fri

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01252 337272

CLOSE HOUSE GOLF CLUB

1 Night Stay & Play package, including 

breakfast, 18 holes on the Lee

Westwood Colt course and 18 holes 

on the Lee Westwood Filly course 

from £149 pp.

Tel: 01661 852255

FRILFORD HEATH 

GOLF CLUB

Unlimited Golf on all 3 Championship 

Courses & Lunch - £85pp

Quote EuroPro on booking

 Tel: 01865 390864

LONGHIRST HALL

GOLF CLUB

Join our 2 courses from only 

£18 per month Direct Debit.

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01670 791562

BURHILL HILL GOLF CLUB

Book your company golf day and 

quote EUROPRO16* to receive £150 

to spend on prize sin the shop.

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01932 227345

MONTROSE GOLF LINKS

Reduced green fee price of £50pp

Mon to Fri, 9 am to 3 pm

Valid until the end of October 2016. 

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01674 672932

THE OXFORDSHIRE

Coffee, Bacon Roll, 18 Holes

1 course lunch - £59pp

Promotion code (TOX – Epro 2016)

Offer valid 1st August – 31st

Tel: 01844 278300

CUMBERWELL PARK

GOLF CLUB

2 nights’ accommodation with breakfast

(Staying in on site Cottage accommodation)

3 Rounds of Golf - £185pp

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 01225 863322

MOOR ALLERTON 

GOLF CLUB

Society offer 1 in 12 Free & 2 for 1 

on Green Fees Mon to Fri

Quote EuroPro on booking

Tel: 0113 266 5209

DESERT SPRINGS GOLF CLUB

Home of the 2015 & 2016 PGA 

EuroPro Tour Championship.

Play the course the Pro’s play!

3 nights B&B resort accommodation and 

UNLIMITED ROUNDS on the Indiana Course

Valid 1st October – 31st December 2016  

Only £192pp

FREE BUGGY! For Bookings Made by 31st July

 Tel: 0800 177 7051 Email: holidays@almazora.com

www.almanzora.com
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Here we have a short par 4 with 

a wide driving area – words that 

are music to most golfers’ ears. 

However, it’s often on these 

so-called ‘easier’ holes that our 

concentration drops and we get into 

trouble. Just because a hole seems 

to present less of a challenge, it 

doesn’t mean we can stop thinking 

– especially as this type of hole 

typically enjoys more greenside 

protection. Here are four typical 

strategies you can use to make sure 

you’re not caught off your guard.

How to make sure you don’t let 
your focus drop on ‘easier’ holes

Tackle a 
wide fairway

COURSE PLANNER

Part of TPegs, 

designed 

to offer the 

ultimate tour 

coaching 

experience.

T G  T O P  5 0
R AY M O N D  R U S S E L L

CENTURION GC, HERTS

Safer can be better
The tiger line appears 

up the tighter right side. 

However, hit up the right 

and you are hitting more 

towards the pond to the 

left of the green. A longer 

drive up the left lets you hit 

more away from the water.

Use the stripes
You may well see mower 

lines on the tee. They can 

be used to help you aim, 

but check they align with 

your chosen target line. 

Fairway stripes can also 

help you create a plumb 

line for the tee shot.

Assess the green
Always look at the green 

from the tee to see at

which angle it wants to 

receive the ball. Hit up the 

right and your approach 

is more across the green; 

attack more from the left 

and the green opens up. 

Check fairway 
contours
Slopes should only affect 

your decision-making 

if they are particularly 

severe or if you’re hitting 

in a straight-faced club, 

which may not have the 

launch to clear them.



Fault
Fixer

PGAprowith

basesatMoor

Allertonand

HowleyHall

GolfClubs,

WestYorks.

T G  T O P  5 0
J A M E S  W H I TA K E R

JWHITAKER GOLF, LEEDS
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Fault: Poor striking and distance 

control on pitch shots

Fix: Work on three standard backswing 

lengths to regulate speed and contact

Most club players are quite capable of 

hitting a full-out pitching wedge, but 

when faced with a shorter shot that 

only demands a part-swing, it’s a 

different story. Typically, we coaches 

will see problems with the flow and 

rhythm of the action as the golfer 

struggles to regulate the speed and 

length of the backswing and 

throughswing. But you can get past 

this simply by working on three, easily-

referenced backswing lengths. Here’s 

how to build your own pitching 

distance matrix. 

Pitch it pin-high
SCORING ZONE

Learn an easy system to control distance on pitch shots

Hand height focus
Focus on your hand and 

arm travel during the 

backswing. Think Belt, 

Sternum and Shoulders, 

swinging back until your 

hands hit each level. Work 

on those three lengths.

Whole nine yardages
Most golfers carry three of 

the four standard wedges. 

Execute these three swing 

lengths at a good tempo 

and you’ll instantly be able 

to call on a spread of nine 

pitching shot lengths.

Even pace back and through
Turn through at the same pace you swung 

back, to a position that corresponds to your 

backswing length to avoid the deceleration 

that leads to heavy contact. Finish with your 

chest facing the target to ensure your body 

makes its needed contribution to the motion. 
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Shrug off the trap of ‘false confidence’, and build a more robust belief in yourself

Confidence booster
MIND GAMES

I
think it’s fair to say the vast 

majority of club golfers head to the 

first tee with little or no confidence 

in themselves. Typically, any lingering self-

belief is brittle at best, and tends to crumble 

at the first sign of trouble. I believe there are 

two key reasons why we tend to play the 

game in this state. 

The first is the way we practise golf. On 

the range, an environm     

real game, we tend to g    

a succession of good s

more than a feeling we

And because there is n

these shots, the confid

false confidence. You m

the range, but as soon

on the course, that bel

The way out of this i

evidential practice. Con

training… but without a

any evidence to suppo

their confidence would

on a feeling of running

basis indeed. This is ba

golfers practise.

On the course, after

have to take a piece of

pocket and write down

done. So for better pra

same. Set yourself a ch

record the results. As t

your confidence will ris

to try are:

� 10 Chance. Visualise

fairway down the range

and see how many find

you get seven or better

next time; if you get thr

widen it.

� Par 18. Throw nine balls around the 

chipping area and record how many shots it 

takes you to get them all in the hole.

Or tailor your own scoring game to 

wherever you feel your confidence is 

weakest. But always write your score down 

afterwards, before trying to beat it next time. 

Improved performance delivers a much 

stronger basis for confidence.

    ect your self-belief 

    o consistency. Most 

  notion they will be 

  more consistent. 

 tency is a myth. No 

 TV may suggest 

  e always watching 

  est form, hitting 

   skewed 

  get to watch the 

 onsistency, change 

 onsistency. Set out 

 readful shots – but 

  al with them and 

 ence instantly 

  ssence, you need to 

  ability to deal with 

consistency.

We all enjoy 

watching Phil 

Mickelson play 

 game. But would 

  him consistent? 

  times when he hits 

 e place. But he 

 art of the game. He 

  ith it, tries his 

  he next day and 

c example of a 

  consistency.

  confidence is ‘With 

 n, not from external 

  it five straight 

 ing bad shots are 

ng to dealing with 

  your resilience. 

   confident golfer.

‘Phil Mickelson is a 
fantastic example 
of a truly effective 

attitude to  
golfing consistency’

Karl has

worked

Major w

includin

McDowe

Oosthui

T G  T O P 5 0
K A R L  M O R R I S

WWW T EMINDFACTOR



The new EZONE XPG driver with its Carbon Composite 

Crown and Dual Tungsten Power technology delivers 

maximum distance with reduced spin.

The enlarged Carbon Graphite Crown and revolutionary 

counterbalance club design creates a lower and deeper

centre of gravity with distance enhancing power.

EZONE XPG clubs – harness the balance of extra power.

Ultra-light Carbon Composite 

Crown structure
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Six weeks after his epic Masters 
win, we caught up with the 

Englishman to find out what life 
is now like as a Major champion

SAY S  DA N N Y  W I L L E T T

‘I haven’t worn the 
jacket to change 

any nappies… 
you can’t trust him 

when you’re 
changing him’

W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N  P I C T U R E S  C A L L A W A Y ,  G E T T Y  I M A G E S

anny Willett didn’t just win the 

Masters in April – he bagged 

everything that comes with being the 

first Brit to win at Augusta National since Nick 

Faldo in 1996. 

The Green Jacket could be worth up to  

£5 million in bonuses and new endorsements. 

There’s a GB Olympic team and Ryder Cup 

debut on the cards. The public has a new level 

of expectation for the 28-year-old. While there 

are added pressures from the media, from 

sponsors, from people in the street who now 

recognise his face... even from himself. 

As he returned to action in May, we caught 

up with Willett to find out how his life has 

changed since the evening of April 11, when 

Jordan Spieth slipped that jacket over his 

shoulders. 

What have you done since Augusta?

Drunk more! No, I was going to take a few 

weeks off, but it’s just been chaos back home 

with media interviews and stuff, so it’s not 

really been the quiet four weeks I was 

expecting. In a good way, obviously. 

What’s the most interesting thing you’ve done 

in the last four weeks?

Changed lots of nappies! We haven’t really 

done a great deal to be honest. Every single 

spare minute we’ve had, we have locked the 

door and tried to have some alone time. 

Have you changed more nappies or signed 

more Masters flags?

Definitely signed more Masters flags, but I’ve 

changed a few nappies, too.

Do you approach the game with a different 

mindset now you’re a Masters champion?

No, the approach is always the same. I’ve got 

my little checklist of things I want to try to do 

D

➔
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‘I’ve got my own set of expectations of what I want to do for myself,

so I’m not really too fussed about what everybody else thinks’

Composed 

Danny trusted his 

technique to rip 

one down the 18th.

day-to-day to achieve. I’ll approach it the same 

as I approached Augusta, as I approached the 

week before that, and do the bits I can do and 

take care of my little jobs every day. If you do 

all that you can hopefully shoot some good 

numbers. 

What is on that checklist?

I couldn’t go through them all. It’s different 

areas of your game that you feel you need to 

work on for a particular course. Different shots 

that you’re going to have to hit off the tee, or 

into greens. Just making sure you give yourself 

the best chance.   

Have you worn the ja

Every tournament the

things that you’ve got

with the jacket. Dinne

I probably wear it a lo

most people think. I d

get it dirty. I haven’t w

any nappies – you ca

when you’re changing

What kind of reaction

you had from people

home, on tour, in the

supermarket?

It’s been cool. Most t

get a trophy that com

poster a few weeks la

in the trophy cabinet

you look at it every now and again. But the 

jacket is different. There’s so much history 

around it. So the reaction has been fantastic.

Have you watched the final round much?

I’ve only watched it back once. On the Tuesday 

night I got back with Nick. I had a beer and 

watched it back and smiled to myself and 

realised what I’d done. Then it was back to  

day-to-day daddy duties. 

Your brother PJ acquired a certain amount of 

fame on social media. Have you said anything 

 

    ed on Twitter these 

   stuff he said was 

  ttle insight into what 

   s kids. I’ve seen him a 

  and we didn’t talk a 

  it, to be honest. 

  hing about when I get 

  don’t speak about 

  eak about everything 

 r than golf. 

 career has taken off 

 uickly, do you ever 

ch yourself?

ah, it’s been a pretty 

zy 18 months. But I 

w it was in there. You 

 out it and you 

 ard for it, and then 

when it does happen, I guess you have got to 

pinch yourself and appreciate just what you’ve 

done. It’s still not sunk in to be honest. 

Are you recognised more when you’re out?

A little more. It’s tougher to do normal day-to-

day things. You can’t go and have a nice quiet 

drink with the missus and stuff. At night time 

you get people asking for pictures, autographs. 

It comes with the territory. You can’t really 

complain about signing a few autographs and 

taking a few pictures because you’ve just won 

the Masters. No, I mean, coming back down to 

reality was literally the first day you get back 

home, you open the door, Nick’s there, and the 

dog jumps up and licks you and you’ve got 

your little man to change. So that was straight 

back down to reality. 

Have you come to terms with the expectation 

on your shoulders now you’re a Major winner?

Yeah, I mean public expectations are what they 

are. I’ve got my own set of expectations of what 

I want to do for myself, so I’m not really too 

fussed about what everybody else thinks; I’m 

trying to do my bit. If I do that, and what I’ve 

done over the last 18 months, I can do some 

pretty special things.  

How much have you played since?

Once. On Saturday with my pals and then nine 

holes yesterday was the only time I’ve been on 

the golf course in the last month. �

Hero’s welcome 

From manager 

Chubby Chandler. 

Family man

It was back to 

‘daddy duty’ when 

he got home. 



Was there ever a point when you thought

Jordan’s advantage was too big to overturn?

I thought we had to get to six or seven [under

par]. Every time we seemed to make up

ground, Jordan kept pulling ahead. It was just

a very surreal day when you look back at the

ebbs and flows. I wasn’t quite sure it [a 67] was

going to be enough, but to win by three is

pretty special. I still can’t believe I’m going to

be in the Champions locker room. It really

boggles me.

When did you first realise that you were

leading the tournament?

There was a lot of noise when I was walking off

15 and the scores were being put up on the

leaderboard. But it was just before I teed off on

16 that I actually realised what had happened

to Jordan on 12 and that I was leading by one.

Did it change how you approached the last

three holes?

I didn’t really change my mentality as Jon

(caddy) and I had a game plan and we had

been aggressive all day. It got us into a great

position, so we didn’t want to change anything.

Fortunately, I managed to make birdie on 16.

How much did playing with Lee help?

I couldn’t have asked for a better pairing really,

especially on a Sunday in a Major. We both

played some great golf and I didn’t even have a

bogey, which going around this golf course is

pretty spectacular. We were kind of egging

each other on to do well. To be able to do it all

with a friend is extra special.

It was touch and go whether you were even

going to make the tournament. How much did

the birth of Zach affect your preparations?

I flew out late Monday night and we were the

last guys in at number 89. Fortunately, I had

done my homework last year. We played the

golf course probably four or five times in

preparation for the first Masters I played, and

I think that put me in really good stead

knowing the places to go and where not to go.

What did Jordan say?

He just said “really well played”, and shook my

hand like the classy guy he is. I think he

handled himself fantastically well. It couldn’t

have been easy coming straight off 18,

especially after everything that happened, and

heading into Butler Cabin for the prize-giving.

He’s got a lot of character and I’ve got to take

my hat off to him.

Have you given any thought to the

Champion’s Dinner next year? Will Yorkshire

puddings be on the menu?

I am sure they will be featuring somewhere,

but I haven’t given it too much thought. It could

be quintessentially British, I guess, followed by

a couple of nice bottles of red. It’s a fantastic

thing to be able to host.

THE COACH’S VIEW

PeteCowenon
Danny’sstrengths

‘Jordan just said ‘really well played’, and

shook my hand like the classy guy he is’

O Did you always think he could win a Major?

I never know whether anyone can win a Major. 

But when the door opened, he walked straight 

through it. Some players get the opportunity to 

win a Major and don’t take it – but they’re 

good enough to win Majors. 

O What did you work on before Augusta?

Nothing, because he is doing the right things, 

all the time. His game can suit any course, so 

we just work on good mechanics. And then 

under pressure, he can trust his technique. 

O How often does Danny see you for advice?

All the time. He lives 10 minutes from my 

range, so he’ll come and hit loads of balls, go 

to the gym, and then comes back. 

O What does he do fitness-wise?

He works on his body action being perfect. We 

believe if you get the engine working well, 

everything else follows. 

O How has his swing developed? 

It’s developed because he’s had a bad back,  

so we need to make sure he doesn’t injure 

himself, and his old technique caused the 

problem. If your technique is good there 

should be no stress on the back. 

O How do you rate his short game?

Unbelievable! At Doral I think he was 18 out of 

20 for bunkers. That chip on 17 at Augusta… 

people don’t know how difficult that was. 

Justin Rose was 20-foot closer – putting –  and 

didn’t get it within eight feet. 

O What’s Danny’s greatest strength?

Consistency in the movement of his body.  

So many players don’t spend enough time 

working on their engine – the body. If the 

engine is out of control, the swing is out of 

control. Also people don’t realise how mentally 

strong he is. 

New fans 

Danny is getting 

used to the 

autographs. 
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What people said about the day

Golfers who took part in Callaway’s Kings of Distance added over 1,500 yards

l !
he tone for Callaway’s Kings of

Distance event at The Belfry was

set right from the first shot – when

long drive star Joe Miller hit it to 10 feet on

the Brabazon course’s famous par-4 10th...

using an Odyssey 2-Ball putter!

Eight hours later, after 96 invited golfers

had hit hundreds of shots, holed dozens of

putts, tried their hand at regripping clubs,

being interviewed on TV and picked up

tips from the likes of Denis Pugh, Marc

Warren and Oliver Wilson, we revealed the

whole group had added an astonishing

1,511 yards to their drives during the day.

Callaway’s Marketing Director Nick

McInally said: “What an incredible day; by

far the best Kings of Distance we’ve ever

done. To see an average distance increase

v their current driver of 16 yards after just

a 15-minute fitting in the Driving Zone is

great testament to the Callaway product

range but, to see someone like David Ho

increase his already strong driving distance

by 40 yards is truly something special.”

Everyone brought their own drivers and

hit them against Callaway’s current crop of

big dogs, like the XR 16 and Great Big

Bertha. Every participant came through

the range door and trust us, if the sunny

weather was hot then some of the distance

gains were positively smoking.

We saw gains from one to 40 yards, with

the average gain tipping the scales at 17

yards. Ten people averaged 300-plus yards

and nine golfers gained 30-plus yards.

Only three people didn’t see any gain

– and two of those were already using

Callaway drivers!

A majority of golfers were fitted into the

XR 16 and XR 16 Pro. Its aerodynamic

head was developed with Boeing and

obviously performs for a wide range of

golfers. The biggest distance gain came

from David Ho, who picked up 40 yards

with an XR 16!

But as good as the XR 16 is, it’s not for

everyone. Some of the harder-hitting

players were better suited to the lower

Visit www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/kingsofdistance to                 

‘I’ve picked up  

30 yards… who 

wouldn’t want that?’

Alex Spencer

‘I used Danny

Willett’s putter to

hole the 50-footer!’

Josh Stern

‘Thanks to Denis I’m

now hitting the ball

higher and further’

Anil Budhia

‘I gained distance but

more importantly, my

accuracy didn’t suffer’

Peter Evans

‘The whole day was

great fun and incredibly 

well-organised’

Tom MacDonald

T



spinning Big Bertha Alpha 816 DBD.

James Vaughan lowered spin by 800rpm

over his Titleist 910, and added an

impressive 22 yards in the process.

At the end of the day, big-hitters Dave

Benford and Tom MacDonald won an XR

16 driver for their entire team (black) after

hitting over 600 yards (accumulative) in

the grand finale, where every group’s

longest and fourth-longest hitters of the

day had two drives each on the opening

hole of the famous Brabazon layout to

register their biggest team distance.

“I was just trying to make contact with

the ball on my first drive!” said Tom. “Joe

Miller chirped up just before my second

drive and said “he’s going to roof it”.

Thankfully, I made really good contact and

it was even longer than the drives I was

hitting on the range beforehand.”

O To see what the day was all about,

get some tips and reader reaction,

visit our special Callaway hub at

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/kingsofdistance

WHAT HAPPENED IN THE ZONES

Long Game Zone

The highlights: World Long Drive

champion Sandra Carlborg wowed

with her ability to smash the ball

well over 300 yards. Everyone also

got to hit Callaway’s Apex and XR 16

irons, Big Bertha and XR woods.

Denis Pugh’s Shot Centre

The highlights: The top coach gave

all 96 golfers a lesson, saying: “It’s

not every day you give nearly 100

lessons back-to-back, but feedback

I received in person and on Twitter

afterwards was amazingly positive.”

Short Game Zone

The highlights: TG Top 50 coach

Chris Ryan from The Belfry was on

hand to offer chipping advice to

every participant, and set some

chipping challenges using Callaway’s

new MD-3 Milled wedges.

Putting Zone

The highlights: Every golfer was

given the chance to try Odyssey’s

latest range of putters, before taking

on a 50-foot putt. Out of 96 people,

six holed it – winning an Odyssey

putter of their choice.

Tour Truck Zone

The highlights: As well as getting a

glimpse into the truck that serves

Callaway’s Tour players, participants

were invited to take part in a

regripping challenge under the

watchful eye of Tour rep Paul Monks.

Media Zone

The highlights: Sky’s Rob Lee was

on hand to put everyone through

their paces, asking them to present

‘live golf’ “with the producer chatting

in your ear” or interviewing people

as if they were a pro.

Kings of Distance wasn’t just about driving. There were six other zones that

every participant took part in, picking up distance and tips through the bag.

To watch action from each zone, visit www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/kingsofdistance

Visit www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/
kingsofdistance for 100s of tips, 
videos and pictures from the day

            watch all the action from the day

Top 5 distance gains on the day

1 David Ho   40 yards 

2 James Howard  39 yards

3 Neal Gladwin   38 yards

4 Chris Norman  33 yards

5 Adam Duff    33 yards

IN ASSOCIATION WITH



’I have loved golf 

from my days as 

a five-year-old 

following my  

dad around St 

Enodoc with a 

cut-down putter’
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the line and linked up with Well
Child. They suggested an Ed 
Chamberlin golf day and we first did 
one three years ago at London Club. 
The guys I work with at Sky were 
brilliant and Sky got behind it, too. 

I love watching golf too and there is 
no better way after Super Sunday than 
to sit down and watch live golf with 
Ewen (Murray) and Bruce (Critchley). 
And what a time to be working at 
Sky! In April I was heading to Spurs 
for a key Premier League match but 
the buzz was all about the Masters – 
which tells you what golf means at 
Sky. Boosted by Danny Willett’s 
victory, British golf is exciting. These 
are exciting times with The Open, US 
Open, PGA, Ryder Cup and British 
Masters to come on Sky. 

I’ve got a six-year-old boy getting 

into golf now so a good way to start 
the day is at the range with him.  
I even got him to watch the Masters 
and he loves Ewen Murray. What 
happened to Jordan Spieth at the 12th 
was unbelievable, but what television 
it was. It was remarkable he was able 
to finish second playing so badly. 

My worst on-course moment was 

at The Grove in the England football 
team’s golf day, playing alongside 
Wayne Rooney. On the tee my knees 
were properly knocking and after 
Rooney went straight down the 
middle, I fired a 3-wood low and 
hard... deep into the rough. But I held 
my pose nicely – I knew the Sky 
ports news cameraman hadn’t a clue 

where the ball went. I left the ball 
where it was and headed straight 
down the fairway with Steven Gerrard 
nd the rest laughing their heads off. 

Gary Neville won the thing by 
pipping our team and of course  
 never heard the end of it...

that now my friend Tony McCoy has
retired from riding, he’s on fire on the
golf course. He won the Sky Sports
pro-am at the British Masters, which I
was not happy about. He’s had so
many lessons since he stopped riding
– he’s had more golf lessons than he
had riding lessons. You talk about
handicapping in racing, jockeys are
the best handicapped golfers around.

The British Masters Pro-Am at

Woburn was the most nerve-wracking
day of my life. I had an absolute
shocker – nobody told me there would
be a crowd there – but it was still one
of the best sporting days of my life.
I played with Andy Sullivan, a big
Liverpool fan and he talked about
football for about three-and-a-half
hours! He helped me with everything
but I still played terribly – though
I holed out with a Phil Mickelson-style
flop shot which earned me a big hug
from Andy. But basically I bottled it –
although having a drink afterwards,
I wanted to do it all over again!

I returned to Woburn for my golf

day, which is a huge thing for me,
largely because of my ambassadorial
role with Well Child, the national
charity for sick children. I had nine
weeks of intensive chemotherapy in
hospital, but it broke my heart to see
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O�“I’d like to shoot 

77 at St Enodoc one 

day. I’ve shot a 78 

and St Enodoc is 

my club so the one 

I want to conquer. 

I’ve had a two 

on the famous 

par-4 Himalayas 

hole. For a golfer 

of my standard, 

it’s like an Open 

Championship 

course. It’s heaven, 

with glorious views 

that make you 

happy to be alive. 

I always try and 

book the 8am tee 

time so I’ve got the 

rest of the day with 

the family.”

Did you know? 
O�He used to work 

for Ladbrokes and 

has a passion for 

horse racing.

O�He also plays 

cricket, football and 

tennis – and ran the 

London Marathon 

in 1999.

O�He supports 

Premier League 

Southampton and 

Hampshire County 

Cricket Club.

Ed  Chamberlin
W O R D S K E V I N B R O W N P I C T U R E S H O W A R D B O Y L A N

MY LIFE IN GOLF

My golf dream

E
d Chamberlin first appeared
on Sky Sports way back in 
1999, when he co-hosted the 

channel’s betting show The Full SP. A 
decade later his promising career was 
halted when he was diagnosed with 
stomach cancer. “Not a day goes by 
when I don’t think back to my illness 
and remind myself just how fortunate 
I am,” he reflects. 

But two years later, his recovery 
complete, he became Sky’s main 
football presenter on Super Sunday 
and Monday Night Football. 

Football may be the 42-year-old’s 
first sporting love, but golf and cricket 
follow closely behind. “The challenge 
of golf has always attracted me and, at 
the same time, driven me mad,” says 
the frustrated 12-handicapper. 

I’ve played golf all my life. I have 
loved it from my days as a five-year-
old following my dad around St 
Enodoc with a cut-down putter – he 
was a left-hander so his clubs were no 
good to me. When I was about eight, 
he paid me 40p to caddie for him and 
when I reached 10 it was up to 50p, 
which actually wasn’t bad back then! 

I haven’t had many lessons and my 
handicap has varied between 12-14 for 
about 25 years, so I’ve never really 
improved. That isn’t great, but I 
would love to d      
and get down t       
bit more these
and football be
sports: I played
and that badly
I was firing it o
from left to rig
winter it cures

When the foo

ends I will pla
more golf. My
inspiration is

The Sky Sports presenter on his lifelong love of golf, playing alongside 

Wayne Rooney... and why Tony McCoy is making him improve



Chris is

senior

instructor at

The Belfry’s

PGA Golf

Academy.
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SEXIEST
SHOTS

MASTERGOLF’S

P I C T U R E S B O B A T K I N S . S H O T O N L O C A T I O N A T A L C A N A D A R E S O R T , M A J O R C A

Wanttohitabigdraw,aMickelsonfloporadriveroff
thedeck?Overthenext14pagesI’llshowyouhow

T
he so-called “sexy” golf shot 

gets a bad rap. For some, any 

golf shot that draws gasps can 

seem showy, flash, extravagant. But it is 

possible for a golf shot to have both sex 

and scorecard appeal, and the six shots 

we cover here are all great examples. 

Mixing long and short game, they are all 

genuinely useful additions to your game. 

This article won’t just give you a more 

impressive game, but also adding vital 

versatility that will save you shots.

MASTER THESE SIX SHOTS...

Page 66  Driver off the deck
Page 68  The hop-and-stop
Page 70  The hybrid from sand
Page 72  The vertical flop
Page 74  The swinging draw 
Page 76  The towering iron

COVER FEATURE



Driver off the deck
A well-struck driver off the short grass creates a truly 
impressive low, boring ball flight that runs forever
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Sexy
Shot

#1
Admittedly driver-off-the-deck was far more common – 

and more popular – when drivers were the size of 

today’s 3-woods. And yes, the 460cc head can dwarf the 

ball. But in the right conditions it can still be a truly 

effective golf shot… and because it’s always deemed to 

need a high skill level, one that’s always admired by 

your playing partners. In fact, with a few key changes, 

it’s a shot within range of most skill levels. The key is a 

set-up and swing that creates a wide-arced swing and  

a dead level impact. Here’s how to play it.

When to play it 

Hit driver off the fairway when you have fast, dry, 

running conditions with no hazards directly on your 

line… and ideally when the fairway drops away from 

you. It’s also handy when there’s trouble left (right-

handers), as it’s an almost impossible shot to hook.

Shot on location at the 

beautiful Alcanada GC, 

Majorca, recently voted one 

of Spain’s top 5 courses. 

Visit golf-alcanada.com



Takeaway: Build a wide arc
A wider swing arc creates a longer flat 

zone at the base of the swing than a 

narrow one. Set this up by ensuring 

the club’s sole sweeps the grass going 

back. For an effective drill, place a 

second ball behind the clubhead and 

use your takeaway to roll it back.

Impact: brush the grass
Keep your action wide and smooth, 

and your focus on sweeping the ball 

forward. In practice, place the ball on a 

shallow, 6in-long bed of sand and try to 

sweep the sand forward with the ball. 

On the course, picture the sand and 

aim for the same wide, level impact.

Set-up: armpit ball
To catch impact with the club 

swinging level, position the 

ball under the lead armpit – 

the point of maximum 

extension of lead arm and 

shaft. Open your shoulders 

slightly to promote a fade.

Three steps 
to a clean 
sweep

COVER FEATURE
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The hop-and-stop
It’s one of golf’s most dramatic shots; the low, firm pitch 
that looks way too hard… only to pull up dead by hole

Sexy
Shot

#2
Executing this shot is of course all about creating 

backspin. A clean lie, crisp new groove edges and a 

premium urethane ball all have a role to play here, but 

you can also change your action to amp up the amount 

of spin you create. Essentially you are looking to create 

loft with speed at impact, and for this you need a brisk, 

V-shaped action with a snappy release of the clubhead. 

Follow these steps to load spin on to the ball, impress 

your playing partners and intimidate your opponents. It 

will also get you out of many greenside tight spots.  

When to play it

From short, dry grass, when you have to carry the ball to 

the green but need to stop it fairly quickly. Hitting into a 

slight upslope will help the ball grab, but the shot is also 

valuable when the green runs away from you.
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Four steps to the perfect high-spin contact

Set-up:verticalshaftPlay the ball just forward of centre in a narrow

stance. This will help you set the shaft at pretty much a vertical angle, the

grip over the top of the ball. This shaft angle keeps loft on the clubface,

helping you apply as much spin as possible.

Impact:firetheshaftthroughvertical
Thatquickwristhingestoresenergy into theclubhead–energy thatcanbe

released throughanaggressiveuncocking through theball. Feel theshaft

whip through its vertical set-up position, but don’t let the clubface rotate.

Backswing:quickwristset
Togeneratemaximumspinweneed theclubhead tozip through theball. Set 

thisupbymakinganabruptwrist cockaway fromtheball; notemyhands are 

only just past my right thigh but the clubhead is just higher than my hands.

Followthrough:buttpointsatpocket
Complete thisabrupt,V-shapedactionbyhavingyour finishmirroryour 

backswing, theshaftpasthorizontal, butyourhandsclose toyour lead hip.  

To ensure this fast wrist release, check the grip points back at your pocket.

1

3

2

4



Camber gambler
The cambered leading edge of the 

hybrid will give you some margin for 

error on slightly heavy strikes, but 

you are still looking to strike the ball 

clean and with a subtle, descending 

attack angle.

The hybrid from sand
Wood in sand used to mean wood in head, but thanks 
to the hybrid you can hit the green from fairway traps

Sexy
Shot

#3
The modern hybrid is a truly effective fairway bunker 

weapon. Its relatively rounded leading edge means it’s 

reluctant to dig into the sand, while the low centre of 

gravity its design permits means quick launch. Both are 

perfect for the soft, crumbly surface and moderate lips 

found in most fairway bunkers. However, this is still a 

shot that needs precision, both in preparation and

strike. Take these measures to pull off a shot that always 

looks higher-tariff than it is, and finding the sand off the 

tee needn’t mean dropped shots.

When to play it

When you’ve found a fairway bunker some 160-200 

yards from the green. Check the bunker lip in front of 

you is not too severe, that the ball is lying cleanly and 

that your stance is reasonably level. 
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Impact: trust the club
The hybrid is designed for quick 

launch. This image shows how, even 

with that ball-sand strike, the ball 

launches steeply enough to escape 

the lip of most fairway traps.

Impact: Take a shallow divot
Look to take a sliver of sand after the 

ball. This divot reveals you’ve found 

the slightly downward attack angle 

that promotes clean contact; but 

avoid anything too deep.

Backswing: centred
Make a shorter, calmer 

backswing, feeling your 

weight and upper body 

stay centred. This will stop 

the swing’s low point falling 

behind the ball and help 

you strike down.

Set-up:  strike down 
Set up for a descending 

strike that encourages clean 

contact. Move the ball back 

to just forward of centre, add 

weight to your lead side and 

check you’ve created a 

slightly steeper shaft lean 

than usual.

How to strike the ball 
before the sand

COVER FEATURE



Levelpegging
To see how wide open the club needs

to be, turn the face until you can get

a long tee peg to stand up on it. Once

you find that position, grip the club

and practise brushing the grass

briskly with the back edge of the sole.

Flipflop
To master the flop shot

you need to develop a ‘flip’

release, the lower hand

flipping forward under the

gloved hand. The release

needs pinpoint timing, so

be sure to practise it first.
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The vertical flop
The shot Phil Mickelson has made so famous,  the up-
your-nostril flop shot is more than a crowd-pleaser

Sexy
Shot

#4
Watch any tour pro play this exciting steep-rising flop 

and it’s incredible to see how hard they actually hit the 

ball. To pull the shot off you need speed – the clubhead 

really has to zip under the ball – and consequently, 

commitment. Don’t try it for real unless you’ve practised 

it first. The reason the shot needs so much speed is 

because the face must be wide open to create the loft 

needed for the steep rise; and a wide open face will 

send the ball nowhere without speed. But here are some 

other keys to mastering the vertical flop.

When to play it

When you’ve short-sided yourself with your approach, 

but have no chance of running the ball to the holeside. If 

the lie is either too tight or too grassy, you run the risk 

of blading the ball or going right underneath it.
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Four steps to quick height with control

Set-up:ballforward
With that loft in place, set up to the ball. Play it just inside the lead heel in an

exaggerated, wide stance. This ball position promotes impact with the club at

the base of its arc, a strike that sees maximum loft applied to the ball.

Backswing:flatteraction
Look to feel a flatter plane of motion either side of the ball. With the club

delivered from a shallower angle you’ll create less face-ball friction at impact,

helping the ball roll up the face and launch as steeply as possible.

Set-up:lowerthehandle
Lower the handle; stand further from the ball and flex your knees more to 

accommodate it. The shaft should be noticeably flatter than your regular 

stance (orange cane). This adds face loft and encourages a flatter plane.

Impact:release‘under’
Insteadof rotatingaround theglovedhand, the lowerhand releasesunder it; 

look for ahorizontal leadingedgeasyou follow through.Thishelpsyoudeliver 

loft with speed. A peg in your glove should point to the sky at the finish.

1 2



Address:closetheface
Start by setting the clubface at odds

with your body aim. Turn the toe to

around 11 o’clock – 1 o’clock to the

camera – to close it in relation to your

body aim. Do this before you take

your grip, as opposed to gripping the

club and twisting the face closed.

Square faceto your start line
Aim the clubface down the line you 

wish the ball to start. Because your 

face is closed to your body aim, you’ll 

find your body lines up even further 

right of the trouble. Move the ball back 

in your stance, with weight and hands 

a little further forward.

S
ta
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 li

n
e

B
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d
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The swinging draw
The ability to curve the ball round an obstacle turns 
the already cool draw into a truly sexy golf shot

Sexy
Shot

#5
The key to any effective draw is the relationship 

between the clubface and the swingpath. The clubface 

dictates the ball’s starting line, and because we need the 

ball to start well right of the target (right-handers) the 

face must aim right too. But because the draw needs 

anti-clockwise spin, your swingpath must run even

further to the right to apply it. From here, it’s a question 

of training the correct release of the club. Here’s how to 

put it all together.   

When to play it

When you have a mid-to-short iron into the green, but 

your path is blocked. Fairway or shorter semi-rough is 

fine, but be wary of longer grass which mutes spin.



Headcoverfold drill
Place a headcover under your lead 

armpit. Grip the club with your top 

hand only. As you swing through, 

make sure the headcover stays in 

place. You’ll only achieve it through 

the hands releasing speedily past 

the body to help the lead arm fold.
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Throughswing: busy 
arms, quieter body
The draw needs a strong 

rotation of the clubhead.  

To feel the correct release, 

feel your hands and arms 

work aggressively while 

your body is more passive.

Trail heel floored
My right heel is grounded 

and my hips are basically 

square to my starting line. 

Yet my hands and arms are 

whipping through, allowing 

the face to rotate.

Release: slower core
If your body rotation is too 

quick or aggressive, you 

will not give the clubhead 

time to rotate and will

block the shot right. So to 

hit the draw, slow down 

core rotation.

COVER FEATURE



Check your strike pattern
A towering iron comes from a pure 

strike; only then can the club fire its 

energy into the ball. Use an aerosol 

to spray the face. Hit the ball and 

examine the mark left to understand 

and improve your strike tendency. 
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The towering iron shot
The shot that will see you start to use your pitchmark 
repairertofixyourownmarksinsteadofotherpeople’s

Sexy
Shot

#6
For many amateurs the typical mid-iron shot is an 

uneventful affair, the ball rising reluctantly before 

hopping and skipping its way towards the distant green. 

Replace that with a piercing, high-flying shot that 

pitches on and holds the green and you haven’t just got 

a more impressive and satisfying shot; you will also 

have a strike that makes the ball hold its line, while 

taking much of the trouble short of the green out of 

play. To hit this shot, focus on attack angle and clubhead 

speed. Here’s how.

When to play it

Hit the towering iron in calmer conditions, when there is 

less wind to blow the shot offline. Also use it when the 

pin is at the front of a well-protected green, and in firm 

conditions when a lower shot might chase through.



Set-up:ballmovesforward
Play the ball just forward of centre.

This moves impact a beat later in the

swing’s arc, meaning face delofting

that should happen in a sound iron

technique won’t have quite such a

strong effect on lowering the flight.

Downswing:fasterbody
To get the ball to soar we need more

speed, so rotate harder through your

core to deliver the club. This shows

up in the hips outpacing the

shoulders as you turn through, so 

look for this open-hipped impact.

Descendingblow
Only fromadescending

strike canyoucompress the

ball, a bigpart of getting it to

screamoff the face.Moving

theball forward lets you

launch theball higherwitha

downwardstrike.

Impact:handslead
theclubhead
Thekey to squeezingdown

with theball forward ismore

aggressivebody rotation.

When thebody turns faster

andharder it naturally

createsmoreweight shift.

Impact: shift creates 
forward shaft lean
More weight shift helps the 

hands lead the clubhead, 

creating vital forward shaft 

lean. A weaker body action 

sees a side-on impact, 

hands flicking at the ball.

Amp up the 
speed and 
compression

COVER FEATURE



Enjoy your free poker chip and get six Srixon Soft Feel balls with a policy

most golfers would agree the potential

consequences simply aren’t worth the risk.

Golf Care Managing Director John Woosey

said: “Our policies have been designed to

offer golfers extensive cover at unbeatable

prices. By taking out a policy, all golfers will

have peace of mind every time they play.”

The next major on the calendar is the

U.S. Open later this month. To tie in with the

tournament, Golf Care is running a fantastic

U.S. Open offer not to be missed out on.

With every new policy taken out, Golf Care

will fill your golf bag with six free Srixon Soft

Feel golf balls worth £14.99. So, if you skew a

or lose one in the rough,

o need to worry that you

e going to run out of golf

lls.

To mark this excellent

olf Care offer, you’ll also

d a free special edition

ker chip ball marker

clusively in this issue of

day’s Golfer.

Take advantage of this

ntastic offer today for

st £24.49 per year. To get

vered visit www.golfcare.

.uk/TGR66 or call

eephone 0800 158 5515.

olf is certainly going to be popular

this summer. This season started

perfectly for British golf fans at

The Masters. Sheffield’s Danny Willett stole

the show in Augusta by becoming the first

Brit in 20 years to win the tournament.

The British game is definitely on a high at

the moment. There are five more major

tournaments coming up and with the hype

around golf at an all-time peak, it’s likely

to be a busy year on the course, making

this the perfect time to take out a Golf Care

insurance policy.

We’ve seen many different types of

incidents over the yea

hitting the fairways. G

been hit in the teeth b

swing or fallen into bu

and broken bones for

They’ve even been run

by golf buggies. On av

12,400 golf-related inj

require hospital treatm

year. A Manchester go

lost an eye after hitting

wayward shot, was aw

nearly £400,000 in da

It only takes one mish

golfer to face severe fi

implications. And we t

G

NOW’STHEPERFECT
TIMETOFILLYOURBAG
WITHBALLSANDTAKE
OUT GOLFINSURANCE

■ PersonalLiability You can be

covered for up to £5 million if you injure

another party or their property.

■ PersonalAccidentCovers you for

up to £50,000 for personal injury.

■ Stolenordamagedequipment

Equipment purchased, new and up to

three-years-old is repaired or replaced

on a ‘new for old’ basis up to £5,000. A

‘new for old life’ option is also available.

■ Third-partyPropertyDamage

Golf Care covers damage to third party

property up to as much as £2,500.

■ WorldwidecoverAn add-on to

standard policies for just £10 a year.

Or standard with Golf Care’s Platinum

policy for regular overseas golfers.

■ Hole-in-ones Golf Care insurance

covers you for up to £200 on that

celebratory drinks bar bill.

VIS IT WWW.GOLFCARE.CO.UK/TGR66 TO BUY ONLINE

Golf Care® is a registered trademark and is a trading name of JRW Group Services Ltd which is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct        

policyholders. Terms and Conditions apply. Golf Care reserve the right to withdraw this promotion, change premiums or policy cover at any time             



READER OFFER   

“IN MORE THAN 40 YEARS AS A 
TOUR PLAYER, PGA PRO, RYDER CUP 
CAPTAIN AND COMMENTATOR, I HAVE 
WITNESSED AN AWFUL LOT OF THINGS! 
ALL GOLFERS SHOULD SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDER TAKING OUT SPECIALIST 
GOLF INSURANCE TO MAKE SURE THEY 
ARE PROPERLY COVERED.”

OR FREEPHONE 0800 158  5515  FOR INSTANT COVER
           Authority. No. 313411. The 30 per centdiscount applies to the fi rst year policy only and is not available to any current or previous Golf Care 

            without any period of notice. This promotion is only available to residents of the United Kingdom who are not professional golfers.
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We’re always being told to get fitted for 

clubs. But what difference does it make, 

and can it benefit anyone? We found out

fit?
W O R D S  M I C H A E L  C A T L I N G  P H O T O G R A P H Y  A N G U S  M U R R A Y

➔

etting custom fit for golf clubs is like

switching to an HD package from the

standard resolution. Everyone who 

has done it will tell you that the difference is 

remarkable and that once you’ve upgraded, 

you’ll never go back. But when you’re sat there, 

watching the perfectly acceptable standard 

definition, it can be hard to convince yourself 

that the outlay represents value for money. 

Playing golf is expensive enough without 

paying for optional extras, especially when we 

can all hit any old 7-iron from off the shelf. But 

did you know that at least 75% of golfers are 

either playing with the wrong clubs, wrong 

shafts or both? 

It’s a statistic presented to me before I enter 

Ping’s European Custom Fitting Centre at 

Gainsborough Golf Club in Lincolnshire. Five 

minutes into my own custom fit session and it 

immediately becomes clear I’m one of the 

75%. A side-by-side comparison reveals my 

current set of irons are an inch-and-a-half 

shorter than a standard set of Pings. “They are 

probably more appropriate for a 10-year-old, 

not someone who’s 5ft 10in,” argues fitting 

technician Paul Rymer. 

A PGA coach once suggested shortening my 

shafts to cure a bout of the shanks. It worked a 

treat in the short term, but Ping’s Colour Code 

Chart suggests that I’ve actually been playing 

with clubs that are more suited to a child for 

the last five years. “We often find people 

playing with the wrong clubs or shafts,” claims 

Rymer. “That’s why we rely heavily on 

TrackMan and our iPING putting app to help 

show the consumer why they may or may not 

need the shaft or loft to be adjusted.”

It isn’t long before Rymer is calculating my 

height, wrist-to-floor and hand dimensions and 

I’m hitting balls off an impact board using what 

looks like a patched-up golf club with tape 

attached to the sole. My data reveals I should 

be using irons with a standard grip and shaft 

and a 1.5° upright lie angle. The perfectionist in 

me is crying out to somehow neutralise the lie 

angle but as Rymer explains, this would defeat 

the object of a custom fitting. “We are not 

looking to change your technique,” he says. 

G

CUSTOM FITTING

Palm reader

Hand size is a 

key part of the 

fitting process.  
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“We want to give you a club which feels right 

and will let you swing how you want to swing.”

With the help of Rymer, I am presented with 

a list of club recommendations via Ping’s 

nFlight software – a virtual fitting system. 

Armed with a Ping G 7-iron, I hit my first four 

balls more than 170 yards – 20 yards above 

my usual average. 

Over the next 60 minutes, I wade through 

more than a dozen settings and start hitting 

drivers, 3-woods, crossovers and wedges to 

help dial in distance gaps. Each configuration 

throws up a different set of stats on TrackMan.

“Golfers tend to rely on instinct, rather than 

statistics and expert opinion,” says Rymer. 

“Feel and comfort does play a big part, but you 

can’t make an accurate assessment without 

analysing how the club actually performs. If 

you are committed to the game, it’s such a big 

advantage to get custom fitted. It doesn’t 

matter if you are a 28-handicapper or a tour 

player. Custom fitting is for everybody.”

Tiger Woods was once questioned on the 

benefits and argued that golfers can end up 

compensating for ill-fitting clubs and develop 

swing faults which take months, if not years, to 

correct. He started playing with customised 

equipment from the age of four and was 

regularly re-fitted as his body and swing 

evolved. Ping encourages customers to do the 

same. “We focus on the long-term, rather than 

short term,” says Rymer. “Getting custom fit 

shouldn’t be a one-off experience. It’s an 

ongoing process and we advise our customers 

to come back after 18 months to check the lie 

angles.” To help simplify the process, every

clubhead is hand painted with Ping’s famous

colour-code dot, while each hosel is laser

engraved with a serial number just in case you

ever require a like-for-like replacement. 

The same attention to detail applies to Ping’s

putters, categorised with a coloured-shaft label.

A ‘Fit for Stroke’ concept is used to match the

model with one of three stroke types – a 

straight arc, slight arc or strong arc. “There

isn’t a wrong style,” says Rymer, “but you can

get the wrong putter for your stroke. We use

the iPing putting app to measure your stroke

type, impact angle and tempo and provide

recommendations based on the results.” 

While I suspected that my existing set of

irons were too short, I thought my inability to

hole anything over 5ft was due to technique.

My +1 putting handicap seems to suggest

otherwise, according to the iPING app, and I’m

soon rolling in a succession of putts using a TR

1966 Anser 2. My slightly-arced stroke benefits

most from a mid-hang putter, rather than my

existing face-balanced putter which works

better with a straight back-and-through stroke.

Golf is all about confidence, and knowing I

have the right clubs has already made a 

massive difference to my game. I needed just

27 putts in my first competition after being

fitted and also shot my first round under 80

just two weeks later. My session didn’t touch

technique, but it ended up being the best

lesson I’ve ever had. It’s just a shame it’s taken

the best part of a decade to finally experience

the benefits. 

‘Itdoesn’tmatterifyou’rea28-handicapper
or a tour player: custom fittingisforeveryone’

WHAT YOU SAY

JOSH NOY, HCP 4

I would highly recommend getting custom 

fitted, but I would suggest going to a specialist 

fitting centre, rather than using a local pro/golf 

shop. They have access to the best equipment 

and they can make sense of the numbers and 

translate the figures into layman’s terms. But 

even if you’re not in the market for a new set, 

it’s certainly worth checking the loft and lie 

angle on all your clubs, not just irons. A minor 

adjustment can make a big difference to your 

scoring and ball-striking.  

PAUL JORDAN, HCP 6

I never put credibility into how customised 

clubs could change my game as an amateur. 

But in a bid to stop my single-figure handicap 

creeping into double digits, I got fitted for a new 

set of irons at Precision Golf in Surrey. I was 

taken aback by how impressive the technology 

was. It revealed my current iron shafts were too 

heavy for me. By matching new shafts with 

Mizuno Mp-5 heads, I saw vast 

improvements. In the first two weeks using my 

new clubs, I reduced my handicap by 1.8. 

GARETH BINGHAM, HCP 23

I wouldn’t just recommend a fitting; I’d now 

say it is a must. I have been fitted for woods, 

irons and wedges and I was amazed by the 

results generated from using different shafts 

and club heads. My dispersion is so much 

tighter and buying off the shelf just seems like 

such a waste of money now, especially as  

I wasn’t charged for each fitting, nor shaft/grip 

upgrades. 

Drop Ball

Rymer gauges our 

man’s stroke shape. 

Hold your own 

Shaft length 

makes a big 

difference

True colours 

Hue identifies 

the club’s  spec.



CUSTOM FITTING

The interview
A good fitter needs to know your game inside out and will seek to 

provide recommendations based on your needs and ability. They will 

ask for information on ball flight tendencies, personal preferences and 

expectations. Do your research beforehand, and don’t forget to put 

your ego to one side when talking yardages and ball flight. 

Dynamic swing testing
To understand how your set-up and swing affects the club’s position at

impact, you hit golf balls off an impact board with impact tape on the 

sole. When the club makes contact with the board, it will leave a mark 

on the tape to reveal whether the toe or heel is hitting the floor first. 

The mark reveals whether the club should be flatter or more upright.

Static testing
Initial club specs are determined based on your body composition. 

For an iron-fitting, Ping takes into account height, wrist-to-floor 

measurements and hand dimensions to establish your optimum lie 

angle, shaft length and grip size. Using Ping’s Colour Code chart, all 

the data is then inputted into nFlight Web to give recommendations.

Ball-flight analysis
Using a launch monitor or face impact tape, you will be asked to trial 

a series of irons first – each with a different spec – to help achieve 

your optimal ball flight. The aim is to identify the best model, loft 

angle, shaft length and flex to suit your swing. In a full-bag fitting, the 

fitter will follow the same procedure for woods, drivers and wedges.

83TODAY

How the process works  

1

3

2

4

Five ways to spot an poor fitter...

O They do not get you hitting your 

own clubs as a point of comparison.

O They fail to take into consideration 

personal preferences.

O They offer a limited selection of 

grips and shafts.

O They do not use launch monitors or 

face/sole impact tape to assess your 

striking patterns and lie angles.

O They race through the appointmen

in less than 30 minutes and don’t

have all your required specs available
�
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Howgolf’sbiggestbrandsset
Everything you need to know, including fitting centre locations,

How many fitting

centres do you

have and where

are these located?

Two: Chessington HQ

(Callaway and Odyssey) and

St Andrews Links Academy

(Callaway).

We use TrackMan and tailor

every club using

interchangeable head,

weights and shaft

combinations via our OptiFit

system. For Odyssey putters,

we use a SAM PuttLab and

Quintic technology.

Custom fit specialists use

TrackMan and GC2. With

the help of our next-

generation in-store custom-

fitting cart, we can create

the ultimate bespoke set of

Cleveland Golf wedges from

our 588 RTX range.

All of our affiliated partners

have a

trained

technicia

on site a

the majo

will use

TrackMa

At Archerfield we have

ackMan, V1 Video and

AM PuttLab. The coaching

am is led by European

ur coach Gary Nicol and

rmer Ryder Cup Player

d Sky Sports analyst

ndrew Coltart.

All bookings are free and

can only be booked through

your local retailer. A fitting

for Callaway clubs takes up

to 90 minutes. It’s the same

time for Odyssey-only

sessions, which are only

available at our Surrey HQ.

Options vary from account

to account, so potential

customers should contact

their local retailer to find

out more.

Packages vary according to

the pro shops/retailers. You

can find our stockists and

demo day information via

our dealer/demo locator

online (www.cobragolf.co.

uk/dealer-locator).

A custom-fit experience at

our Performance Fitting

Centre is priced at £75 for a

60-minute fit, £150 for 120

minute fit. Customers also

receive a sleeve of three

custom-fit Nike RZN balls.

We offer more than 400

interchangeable shafts at

our two Performance

Centres, including a choice

of four lengths on all iron

shafts.

W ff 10 h f f We provide an extensive

range of variable shafts,

including different lengths,

flexes, weights and kick

points.

We offer 18 different shafts

in a variety of weights and

flexes for both metal woods

and taper irons. Parallel

irons (Vapor Fly) are

available in a choice of

seven.

In the UK and Ireland, we

run approximately 650

fitting events a year. Full

details are available online

(www.callawaygolf.com).

We organise an estimated

100 club fitting days a year.

We have been running

Cobra Experience events

since March. Between June

10 and the end of the

month, we have 21 UK

demo days scheduled.

We are running several Nike

experience days this

summer. Upcoming events

will be held at Dukes

Meadow GC (June 21), St

Ives GC (July 2), Billericay

GC (July 9), and

Woodbridge GC (July 16).

We have distributed 690

Optifit systems in total, but

some locations have more

than one on site. All our

registered and approved

retailers are listed on our

website.

Approximately 250

retailers offer Cleveland

wedges across the UK and

Ireland.

We have 139 accounts with

level 1,2 & 3 fitting systems

and 126 accounts with iron

fitting systems.

237

The XR 16 driver and fairway The Cleveland 2135 putters

buted at the start of the

ar.

King LTD drivers, MB/CB

Pro irons, Forged TEC irons,

F6 + drivers, F6 driver/

fairway/hybrid/irons, utility

iron and F6 Baffler fairway.

A Cobra Max super game

improvement range is also

new this year.

We have three new drivers;

the Vapor Flex 440, Vapor

Fly Pro and Vapor Fly. There

are also new Vapor Fly

fairway woods and hybrids

across a wide array of lofts,

plus two sets of irons –

Vapor Fly Pro and Vapor Fly.

We have two national

Centres of Excellence. One

is located in the south at

Studley Wood GC, Oxford.

The other is housed in the

north at Rockliffe Hall,

Darlington.

We do not have any

standalone fitting centres in

the UK. However, many of

our Cobra retailers offer a

complete fitting service with

differing lofts, lies and

shafts.

There’s a Nike Performance

Fitting Centre at Archerfield

Links in East Lothian. Fitting

Studios are at Moor Allerton

GC, West Yorks and

Silvermere, Surrey, with

another four across the rest

of the continent.

What technology

can customers

take advantage of?

What packages

are available?

How many shaft

options do you

offer?

Do you run any

fitting days?

How many UK

retailers house

affiliated custom-

fit studios/carts?

What’s new in

your product

range for 2016?
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CUSTOM FITTING

up to deliver your perfect fit
demo days and the latest club-tailoring technology on offer

The only European Ping 

Custom Fitting Centre is 

located at Gainsborough 

GC, less than a mile from 

our HQ.

We have the latest TrackMan 

4 launch monitors, used 

with our proprietary 

software nFlight to produce 

ball flight and impact 

data. We also use our iPing 

putter app to provide a full-

stroke analysis. 

Customers receive one-to-

ones with trained custom fit 

specialists who have access 

to TrackMan and GC2. 

Srixon AD333 golf balls are 

also used to hit every shot.

Every Lab and Centre uses 

the latest launch monitors. 

The MAT-T system, exclusive 

to TaylorMade Performance 

Labs, creates a series of 

personal, data-driven 

recommendations based on 

three-dimensional imagery.

Heads are adjusted using 

our SureFit system, based 

on launch monitor readings. 

TrackMan is used at our 

fitting centres and days, 

while associates use 

Foresight GC2 at our trial 

days. 

We use a FlightScope 

launch monitor, which 

allows our experienced 

fitting team to analyse a 

player’s ball flight data and 

maximise the golfer’s full-

game potential.

A 60-minute appointment 

costs £20 and is tailored for 

golfers looking for a set of 

irons, metal woods or a 

putter. A 90-minute 

appointment is priced at 

£30 and covers multiple 

products or a full-bag fitting. 

Customers should contact 

their local retailer directly, 

as prices and appointment 

types vary at diff t 

loca

Fitting events offer a free, 

30-minute fitting with an 

expert. At our Labs and 

Centres you can book a one 

or two-hour appointment 

based on your equipment 

needs. These sessions are 

charged at £50 upwards.

Appointments can be 

booked through your 

retailer. A category fitting, 

such as a driver, takes up to 

60 minutes. Two categories 

take 90 minutes and a full-

line fitting is usually 

scheduled for three hours.  

We implement a full-bag 

fitting system, from drivers 

right the way through to 

wedges. You can also try out 

one of our putters, but we 

don’t actually do a fitting  

for one.

For irons, we hold Ping 

shafts from AWT 2.0, CFS 

Distance and CFS Graphite. 

At no extra cost are Project 

X, XP95, Dynamic Gold or 

Modus 105. For woods, we 

offer ALTA, TOUR 65 or 

TOUR 80 at no upcharge. 

We o  

30 s  

optio   

Srixo    

those    

KBS    

X, Miyazaki and Mitsubishi.

For woods we hold close to 

30 shafts, the majority of 

which are available with no 

upcharge. Steel shafts are 

available from Dynamic 

Gold, KBS, Project X and 

Nippon, with graphite 

options from Mitsubishi. 

We have an extensive 

selection, all of which can be 

interchanged 

using our 

SureFit 

system. 

It all depends on the model. 

We stock a wide selection  

of shafts for irons, 

cluding Nippon, 

BS, Dynamic 

old and Aldila.

We have five demo vans, 

each offering five fitting 

days a week throughout the 

UK. All the demo days 

scheduled over the next 90 

days are available on our 

website (www.ping.com).

We organise around 100 

club fitting days annually.

We have over 900 tuned 

performance carts across 

Europe. Every session is 30 

minutes with a specialist. 

Appointments should be 

made through the venue, 

though some American 

Golfs accept walk-ins.

We have 300 

fitting days in 

the UK & Ireland and 

another 350 Trial days in the 

UK. Appointments run for 

30 to 45 minutes, booked 

via the retailer. For details 

see www.titleist.co.uk.

e run over 200 

 s and fitting days 

a year – all of which are free 

of charge. A full list can be 

found on our website (www.

wilson.com/events/golf). To 

book, contact your chosen 

retailer directly.

In the UK, we have over 

1,000 fitting accounts where 

staff are trained to custom 

fit Ping equipment  All our 

authorised   

can be fou   

via our de  

locator.

Around 150 offer Srixon 

clubs, with a variety of 

weight/head combinations. 

To find your nearest 

 tre, visit www.

 and search 

  dealer locator 

.

We have    with 

retaile    

In the UK and Ireland, we 

have a fitting network of 

over 800 accounts. Within 

this, we have a selection of 

advanced fitting partners 

who are equipped with 

launch monitors and the 

highest level of equipment. 

There are over 100 Wilson 

retailers who either 

have W  

fitting 

studios, 

bags or 

carts.

The G ran  

(driver/fai

hybrid/

crossover/  

and the n  

Anser TR  

putters.

 aunched 

on Z355 

ds and irons 

 n August 

We’ve just begun to work 

with the M2 and M2 Tour 

irons in custom fittings. 

We’re now seeing golfers 

gain 20-plus yards with the 

M2 irons versus their own 

set. 

Vokey SM6 wedges and 

Scotty Cameron Select 

putters. 

The Wilson Staff C200 

irons. At the core of its 

design is the proprietary 

FLX Face Technology, which 

minimises the contact 

points between the body 

and the thin face. 

We have two national 

Centres of Excellence which 

are used for both Srixon 

and Cleveland club fittings. 

These are situated at 

Studley Wood GC in Oxford 

and Rockliffe Hall in 

Darlington.

We currently have six 

Performance Labs/Centres. 

These are located at 

Wentworth, Celtic Manor, 

The Belfry, Kingsfield, True 

Fit Golf and Robert Rock 

Academy. 

We have three National 

Fitting Centres at St. Ives 

GC, Cambs, Kings Acre Golf 

Course, Edinburgh and the 

GUI National Golf Academy 

in Kildare. We also have a 

relationship with Celtic 

Manor in Wales. 

We have a main European 

fitting and tour building 

centre in our warehouse in 

Irvine, Ayrshire. However we 

have many customers who 

have fitting bags/carts 

around the UK with the full 

range of Wilson products.



‘It’s not easy to care 

less – like you’re 

not trying – but 

sometimes you 

need to try a little 

bit less to free 

yourself up’



ased on the stats, Aaron Baddeley

ranks as one of the greatest putters

in modern golf. Since the start of his

PGA Tour career in 2007, he’s only ranked

outside the top-15 putters once, and he’s

usually been in the top 10. Tiger Woods and

Luke Donald are the only two players with a 

comparatively consistent record. His success is 

down to a simple routine and a brisk action, so 

he is a great player to learn from if you want to 

hole more putts this summer.

1 Amateurs need to have proper putter face 

alignment. That’s number one in my book. 

From there then you can build confidence 

because your putter face is aiming where you 

want the ball to go. A lot of amateur mistakes 

can get fixed if they just have a square putter 

face and a balanced position at address. With 

Trackman, 80% of where the ball is going to 

start begins with where the face is aimed. In 

putting, it’s probably 99, 98%. So if you can 

aim the face straight where you want then you 

can read the greens better because your putts 

are going to start on the correct line. You might 

read it left edge, but you have your putter face 

aimed right edge then the ball starts on the 

right edge and breaks, then you think ‘man,  

I can’t read greens’ and then I say ‘no, you 

weren’t aiming it where you wanted to aim it!’

2 Practice success. I’m a big proponent of 

practising from inside 10 feet because 

then you’re going to make a lot of putts and 

when you see the ball going in constantly, it 

breeds confidence like nothing else. You need 

to practise that and give yourself good 

momentum going into a round. 

3 Make it a routine to practise your 

putting with one hand. If you can putt 

well with one hand it’s going to get you in the 

correct set-up position. If you don’t putt well 

one-handed then you’re not in the right

proper set-up spot. You might struggle at first, 

but as you keep practising your body is going

to naturally move itself into the right spot.

4Care less. I approach putts like it doesn’t

matter. Instead of telling yourself ‘Oh man

I have to make this putt’ just be like ‘Hey, it’s

just another putt I’m gonna make’ as opposed 

to feeling like you’ve got to get it in. It’s not 

easy to care less – like you’re not trying – but 

sometimes you need to try a little bit less to 

free yourself up. You have to be loose. 

5 Pick a spot on the back of the hole. 

That’s my 

thing with 

shorter 

putts.

Find a

speck of

grass or a

different p

the paint

Then find

to begin y

is looking

looked at

three stro

routine. A

back to th

it. I may d

but it’s no

at the bal

I was 16, t

delay.

6 All I

last

going to g

I then just

of figure o

read it too

to overdo

if that ma

the old sa

analysis’.

7Be instinctive. You don’t really think about 

how a ball is going to go into the hoop if

you’re playing basketball, or a pass in football.

You just think about delivering the ball to that

person. We tend to over-think putting.

8 Try to make everything! If you’ve got a 

50-footer and you try to get it in a three-

foot circle around the hole, you miss by three 

feet and you’ve got six feet left. But if you try 

and make it from 50 feet and you miss by 

three, you’ve only got three feet left. It sounds 

simple, but that’s sort of the idea for putting. 

   adjustments before the 

  during it. The putting stroke 

s only be about six inches 

  on’t have much time to adjust. 

   swing you have more time for 

ment. When you’re putting from 

 to five feet, your putting stroke 

 o short, you just have no time 

or adjustments. You need to 

have the proper set-up with 

the putter face aimed where 

you want the ball to go and 

that’s 90 per cent of it. 

10 Cure speed issues 

with the right kind  

f practice. That’s proper 

practice. Here’s a really good 

rill. Get three or four balls 

nd start at 10 feet. Drop each 

ne two feet apart, putt the 

rst one and gradually work 

our way back to 50 feet. 

earn what it feels like to hit 

hose different putts. Do this 

s opposed to dropping balls 

own in one spot and 

hacking one six feet past and 

e next one six feet short. If 

ou’re really struggling, start at 

wo feet and end at 20 feet. 

B

Aaron Baddeley on... 

Sinking putts
W O R D S  G A R R E T T  J O H N S T O N  P I C T U R E S  G E T T Y  I M A G E S

PGA Tour star Aaron Baddeley is always near the top of the putting stats, 
and has been for a decade. He reveals what he’s learned on the greens

10 RULES
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amed as ‘Europe’s Best Golf Venue’ 

at the 2015 World Golf Awards, 

Portugal’s Quinta do Lago resort is

one of the world’s most exclusive sports and

lifestyle destinations.

And we’ve teamed up with the world-

class venue to offer one lucky reader and

a partner/friend the chance to enjoy a

luxury three-night bed & breakfast golfing

holiday to the Algarve with accommodation

provided in a two-bedroom townhouse at

the nearby Martinhal Quinta Family Resort.

Plus you’ll get one round each on the three

championship courses and be treated to

dinner for two at one of Quinta do Lago’s top

restaurants.

Situated just 15 minutes from Faro airport,

Quinta do Lago has been at the forefront of

European golf since opening in 1972 with

three award-winning 18-hole Championship

courses – the South, Laranjal and its widely-

acclaimed new North course, co-designed

and opened by Ryder Cup-winning captain

Paul McGinley – matched by outstanding

practice facilities including Europe’s only

Paul McGinley Golf Academy and the only

TaylorMade Performance Centre in southern

Europe.

The resort’s enviable location by the

beach offers the perfect place to relax and

unwind while its wide array of 10 restaurants

and bars, both formal and informal, take

advantage of the fresh Mediterranean

produce that the resort has become famous

for, including its new Bovino Steakhouse and 

renowned Casa do Lago restaurant.

Away from the fairways, extensive leisure 

facilities guarantee there is plenty to keep

everyone occupied with events, tennis, cycling 

and watersports just some of the activities

available while an abundance of quality

accommodation options help make Quinta do 

Lago a must-visit on the Algarve.

� Flights to Faro are not included, but are

available from most regional UK airports

from £94 return. Visit www.quintadolago.

com and www.martinhal.com for more.

HOW TO ENTER
To be in with a chance of winning, log on to 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/win, click on the

Quinta do Lago option and enter your email 

address. Entries close at midnight on July 6. 

The prize is valid from Sept 2016 to Feb 2017 

and is subject to availability. Full terms can be 

found on the TG website.

N

E N T E R  N OW  AT  W W W.T O DAYS G O L F E R .C O.U K / WI N

PRIZE DRAW

Stay and play in style at the stunning Quinta do Lago

Win a three-night 
Algarve golf break



Masterthe

LINKS
We headed to the stunning new
Trump Turnberry with Lexus to

show you how to play golf by the sea

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

The former

Tour winner

is a Lexus

and Trump

Turnberry
ambassador.

T G T O P 5 0
A N D R E W M U R R AY

ANDREWMURRAYGOLF.COM

Find out more at www.lexus.co.uk/#Introduction
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Pickalandingspot
Here on the new 10th tee

at Trump Turnberry, it’s

down breeze today, which

means more carry and

more roll. So I’m looking at

the right-hand bunker out

there at 260 and think I

can carry it.

T
here is no better sound in

golf than a 4-iron nipped

off a tight lie, with a brisk

wind carrying the skylarks’ song

across the dunes and the waves

breaking in the distance. Links 

golf makes you glad to be alive. 

I’ve played in three Opens and 

eight Senior Opens, and the 

highlight was a practice round at 

Muirfield with arguably the best 

links player ever, Tom Watson. 

What did I learn? Absorb your 

surroundings. Take in the lie of the 

land, the wind, even the tides... 

Trump Turnberry is one of the 

most iconic links courses in the 

world. Who can forget the Duel in 

the Sun? Or Watson’s march at 

history in 2009? Or Greg 

Norman’s incredible second-

round 63 in 1986, when the rest of 

the field (including me!) struggled 

to break par in the wind. 

Over the next 10 pages, I’ll show 

you how to tackle some of the 

challenges links golf throws up. We 

did it on the reborn Ailsa course and, 

as you can see from these pictures, 

the changes are sensational. There’s 

also a video series to accompany 

my Lexus Links Masterclass at  

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/lexus

 

� Turn to page 99 for your 

chance to win a round with me at

Trump Turnberry. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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SCAN THIS!
1 Download the free Quikkly app 
(Apple or Android) from the App 
store on to your device.
2 Hover the screen 5cm or so 
above the tag and it will scan.
3 Once your camera is in focus,  
the video will appear instantly.

4 Watch 
Andrew 
share his 
links tips 
on some of 
the best 
holes at 
Turnberry. 



Driving in the wind
Nowhere does a links wind have more effect 

than off the tee. Often – like here at Trump 

Turnberry – it might be at your back on the 

way out, meaning long par 4s can be a drive 

and a pitch. Then you make the turn, and that 

160-yard 9-iron you hit on the 4th only goes 

95 at the 16th! 

Many golfers think that you ‘tee it high, let 

it fly’ when you’re faced with a downwind tee 

shot like this on the new-look 10th at Trump 

Turnberry, and that you do the opposite into 

the wind. I don’t agree. Modern drivers and

balls minimise spin, so I’d say tee it high and

let if fly on every shot – but if it’s into the

wind, you must focus more on your rhythm.

The harder you go at it, the more spin you’ll

impart – a disaster.

Don’t be afraid to use a 3-wood downwind,

either. The extra loft will help get the ball in

the air sooner, so you can ride the wind for

longer. A lower ball flight with a driver won’t

go as far, whether it’s downwind or not.

Focus on the strike  
I don’t change anything 

whether it’s downwind or 

into; my main thought is 

to retain my balance and 

tempo and put a solid strike 

on it, minimising spin. 

Too much of it is a killer, 

especially into the wind.

Hovertheclubhead
This was a tip I got from Bob Torrance

years ago. I never start with the club

on the ground. It helps me on every

shot, but certainly into the wind where

it gets rid of any tension. I don’t

change ball position for the wind, but

tee it high even into the breeze.

Setuptolaunchit
I’m looking for my belt buckle and

sternum to be just behind the ball,

which sets my right shoulder lower

than my left. Here’s a great little drill –

place a ball under your chin and drop

it like a plumb bob; if it falls left of the

shaft, your shoulders are closed and

your sternum too far forward. Tilt

behind the ball, try it again and the

ball should fall to the right of the grip.

X

�

Find out more at www.lexus.co.uk/#Introduction
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Clipitoffthetee
Try to nick it off the tee,

sweeping it cleanly.

That way the ground

doesn’t interfere with

contact, and a clean

strike won’t be hit by

the wind as much.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH



Keepyourtempo
You need control of your

trajectory on a links

course, especially on a

hole like this – hit it too

high, with a touch of hook

spin, and it’s in the sea.

It’s all about club selection

and keeping your rhythm.

Swingwithinyourself
With the wind in your face, good

ironplay boils down to club selection

and quality of strike. You’ve got to take

enough club – often one more than

you think – and swing within yourself,

without lashing at the ball. That

imparts too much spin, which causes

all sorts of problems. A three-quarter

swing with plenty of club is the best

choice for control.

Trythistempodrill
The best balance drill without question

is to stand with your feet a clubhead’s

width apart and just swing within

yourself. From here, you can’t throw

yourself at it – you can’t hit it hard and

maintain your balance. I remember

watching Jack Nicklaus and Tom

Watson doing this on the range years

ago – and if it’s good enough for them,

it’s good enough for the rest of us.

Irons in the wind
Is there a better feeling than hitting a 

three-quarter iron shot off a tight lie and 

watching it ride the breeze to settle a few 

feet away from the flag? And it’s 

something we can all achieve! 

I won’t go into swing mechanics too 

much here – that’s catered for elsewhere 

in this issue. Instead I’ll focus on the 

decisions you’ll need to make when you 

step onto a par-3 tee, or walk to your ball 

in the middle of the fairway. 

As I’ve said before, you must assess 

the environment – especially the wind, 

and the trouble around the green. Solid 

iron play on a links course is as much 

about strategy as technique. 

For instance, what would you hit if you 

had 134 yards with the wind down and 

off the right a touch (as it is here on the 

new 11th tee at Trump Turnberry)? If you 

said wedge, you wouldn’t be alone. But 

I’d say that’s the wrong shot. 

The harder you hit it, the higher it goes 

and the quicker it’s knocked down by the 

wind, so getting the spin control and the 

trajectory control to suit the conditions is 

the most important factor. A better shot 

here is a three-quarter 9-iron rather than 

a hard pitching wedge. 

When most guys – including me – 

attempt to hit a short-shafted club full 

out they hit it inconsistently. A three-

quarter 9-iron within yourself gives you 

more control. 

SCAN THIS 
TAG WITH 
YOUR 
PHONE TO 
WATCH 
VIDEOS  
OF THESE 
LINKS TIPS

Find out more at www.lexus.co.uk/#Introduction
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Short game solutions
The new par-3 9th here at Trump 

Turnberry is a tough hole; some 245 

yards from the dramatic Open tee. (You 

guys will play it at a much friendlier 

170ish). Thankfully the designer has 

given us a large, tightly-mown bail-out 

zone in front of the green – 

representative of many links short game 

shots. As I walk up to the ball I’m looking 

at high points and low points, how the 

ball will break as it runs... what it would

do if I threw it underarm? That’s how

I want to play it; along the ground,

visualising how it will roll. On a parkland

course I might grab my 56° Cleveland

wedge and try to throw it all the way

there with spin. Here, though, off this

tight lie, I’ve got three safer options.

Which you choose depends on your

confidence level. 

Hybridchip
It is very difficult to duff

this. It doesn’t take as

much energy to get the

ball the desired distance

because of that springy

face, while the wide,

cambered sole means it

won’t dig into the turf.

Long putt
The safest option – a bad 

putt usually has a better 

result than a bad chip. Just 

hit it hard enough to get it 

to the hole. As it runs and 

bounces to the green, it 

will lose momentum more 

than the hybrid or iron. 

Howtoplaya…7-ironchip
I wouldn’t hit this with any wrist hinge,

just straight arms. You’re aiming to get

the ball airborne for maybe the first

quarter of its journey.

Howtoplaya…Hybridchip
Grip it normally, but choke down for

control. Put the ball back in your stance

and brush it off the turf with a putting

stroke. Topspin will help it roll out, so

you don’t need to hit it hard. Try it first!

Howtoplaya…Longputt
Set up for a normal putt, assess the

breaks and how the ball will fall to the

hole. Bare in mind the wind, which will

still affect the ball even on the ground.

Find out more at www.lexus.co.uk/#Introduction
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Escape pot bunkers first time
These deep, revetted-face bunkers are a

challenge for anyone to get out of, let alone

the top pros. I’ve been in some of them that

are so deep, you can’t even see the surface of

the green, let alone the flag! 

The most intimidating thing here is that the

flag is at the back of the green, so you’ve got

to get it up quickly over the lip, but avoid

going long onto the beach. It’s a tough shot!

Often, it’s a case of taking your medicine, and

accepting a bogey – the most important thing

is to get it out first time, leaving a putt for your

next shot.

The key is to swing aggressively, rather than

hard, and try to splash the sand out as far as

you can. The powdery sand in seaside

bunkers should see the ball come out softly

on the cushion of sand you hit.

Hit down on your given point – one or two

ball imprints behind the ball ideally – and try

and splash that parcel of sand onto the green,

swinging along the line of your feet. You don’t

need to help the ball out – the 70 degrees of

loft will do that!

Add more loft
I’ve got my most lofted 

wedge – 58 degrees – and  

I need to open the face even 

wider, almost flat, so you 

can rest a ball on top of it. 

Play the ball just forward of 

centre, with a fairly square 

stance. Don’t open up. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

SCAN THIS 
TAG WITH 
YOUR PHONE 
TO WATCH 
VIDEOS FROM 
ANDREW’S  
LEXUS LINKS 
MASTERCLASS



Pick a landing spot
As with every links shot, 

assess your environment. 

Where do you want to land 

the ball? Are there any 

shoulders that could repel 

it away from the flag, or 

slopes you can use to stop 

it? I’m aiming to land it here.

Imprint on your brain
Open the face as much as you 

dare and imagine hitting the 

back of the second ball imprint 

(you can’t do this on the 

course, as some of my juniors 

did recently!). Remember, the 

big thing is to get it out first 

time, to leave yourself a putt 

(even if it’s a long one). As links 

sand tends to be soft, it’s 

crucial to establish a firm 

footing, dig your feet in to 

secure your stance and 

therefore balance. 

What if it plugs?
Soft seaside sand can cause 

a plugged lie – but you’ve still 

got to get it over that revetted 

face. In this instance you’ve 

got to hit it very hard, so I’d 

go down the grip a little for 

more control. I’ll open the 

face to get the desired height 

(you close the face for most 

plugged lies) and then pick 

the club up sharply and hit 

the sand as hard as I dare, 

cutting across it through 

impact. 

Find out more at www.lexus.co.uk/#Introduction



Putting essentials
We’re here on the exposed new 10th green at

Trump Turnberry, which now sits right next to

the sea. People really underestimate the effect

of the wind on a putt, especially when the ball

starts to slow in its last few feet.

How do you take this into account? Like

I said at the start – and the thing I learned

most from playing with Tom Watson – absorb

your surroundings. Watch what happens to

your partners’ putts. Take in the bumps and

borrows as you walk up to the green. Even

make a mental note of the reaction of the ball

as it lands. You can’t get too much information.

I approach a green with a wide-angle view,

looking straight ahead through both eyes,

taking in the high point, the low point, where

the flag is. I see too many people read a putt

by getting over the ball and rotating their head

to look at the flag. God gave us two eyes to

take everything in, so use them!

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Boostyourstability
Padraig Harrington has won two Open

championships – including one at

blustery Birkdale – and it’s no

coincidence he has one of the widest

putting stances in the game. I think

you need to be grounded in the wind,

which means a wider, solid stance.

Gripdown
It adds stability, and prevents the putter

moving about in the wind. Drop your grip

down an inch or two, especially on short

putts where keeping the face stable is

more important than on long putts.
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WIN
A TRIP TO TRUMP 
TURNBERRY 
WITH LEXUS

And play the new Ailsa  
Course with former Tour  
winner Andrew Murray

PRIZE DRAW

“The biggest changes though come around 

the turn, by the lighthouse – as you can see 

from the pictures here. The new par-3 ninth is 

an incredible hole; the 10th has a brand new 

green perched above the rocky beach; and 

the new 11th is just fantastic.

“I’ll be able to give you some tips too on 

how to plot your way around the course, and 

we might be able to knock a couple of shots 

off your score.”

ou’ve seen the pictures. You’ve read 

the tips. Now put them into practice 

in this exclusive competition to win a 

round on the new-look Trump Turnberry with 

former Tour winner Andrew Murray.  

We’re giving you and a friend a once-in-a-

lifetime chance to tee it up with a veteran pro 

on one of the best courses in Britain. 

See for yourself the incredible changes to 

the course. Tee it up on some of the most 

dramatic holes in golf – and get some tips

from BBC radio commentator Andrew about

how to play them. TG Editor Chris Jones will

accompany the group, too. 

Andrew told us: “I’ve been coming to 

Turnberry for years, and I’ve been blown

away by these latest changes. From the very

first hole, the difference is huge. 

Y

Simply visit www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/

lexus and fill in your details. Entries close 

at midnight on July 6, 2016. Full terms and 

conditions on the website. 

HOW TO ENTER

Don’t hook it

Take on the tee 

shot on the 10th.



W O R D S M I C H A E L C A T L I N G P I C T U R E S B O B A T K I N S

obby Locke famously coined the

phrase: ‘Drive for show, putt for

dough’. But do you ever crouch over 

a 15ft putt, all but certain you’re going to make 

this one? Join the club. 

A bigger hole would help, which is perhaps 

why playing the new Ian Poulter Short Course 

at Woburn Golf Club was so memorable. The 

course fails to follow convention – just like 

Poulter himself – and it’s fast, fun, forgiving. 

Everything golf needs to be at the moment. 

Plotted on holes on the beautiful Duchess’ 

Course, with tee markers halfway down the 

fairway (and at the front on the par-3 tees), 

this 3,023-yard course could be a blueprint for

the future of the game, or certainly a faster,

easier version of the game. 

The shortened holes are easier to play for 

newcomers and youngsters. The use of 

massive 15-inch cups (three of them in our 

nine-hole comp, along with three six-inch cups 

and three normal 4.5 inch ones) is designed to 

give anyone, or any golfing ability, the chance 

to have a highlights reel. 

To find out how this compares to “real” golf, 

we played on the opening day with two TG 

readers who describe themselves as 

beginners. Paired up, playing foursomes, they 

could take their full bag; myself and editor 

Chris Jones, as the experienced golfers, could 

only take two clubs and a putter.  

As we stood by the marker two thirds of the 

way down the first fairway on the Duchess’, 

the conversation turned to the 196-yard tee 

shot, and how this form of golf compares to 

the real thing. 

“This isn’t the sort of course I’d normally 

play,” said Des O’Carroll, a 28-handicapper 

who’s just taken up the game and absolutely 

loves it. “It’s a big-name course, with tree-lined 

fairways and tough greens; the sort of place I’d 

wait to come to until I was better. But I don’t 

B

Woburnhasanewcourse.It’s3,000yardslongandfeatures  

giantsand-filledholes...anditcouldchangethefortunes of golf

➔

A hole
new world
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need to worry about hitting big drives and

being super-straight here. I’m intrigued.”

Purists may scoff at the notion of giant holes

at the end of 200-yard par 4s – the equivalent

of putting bumpers up at a bowling alley – but

the new Poulter Shorter Course still provided a

stern test for the self-confessed better players.

In fact, there were plenty of high scores mixed

in with birdies and pars, and a chip-in eagle.

The use of 15-inch and six-inch holes should 

have made things easier, but there’s sadly  

no antidote if you start spraying the ball 

tee-to-green. 

For the novice, though, the attraction was 

clear. Daniel Blesovsky, golf services manager 

at Woburn GC, told TG: “The concept was 

conceived as a means to get people into golf 

and the shorter layout and the 15-inch and  

six-inch holes made a big difference. One of 

our members – John Gorse, who’s 85 – turned 

up to play with his granddaughter Molly. That 

probably wouldn’t have happened otherwise. 

“There was another group who had never 

even met before, but the kids really hit it off 

and they are already planning to play together 

again. That’s the best kind of feedback and it 

just shows how successful the day was. Off the 

back of the event, we will be running another 

two events later this year. One in September 

and one in October. We’ve also got six-hole 

initiatives running throughout the year as well.” 

In a time where golf participation faces 

some challenges, it is refreshing that the home 

of the British Masters is addressing the issue 

head-on. Golf needs to embrace change and 

Blesovsky believes shorter formats is the best

way to do that. The hard part is appealing to

the traditionalists.

“It’s a bit of a balancing act,” admits 

Blesovsky, “but the industry is starting to

realise that changes need to be made and we

are paving the way for other clubs to follow

suit. We want to help people realise that golf

doesn’t have to take four-and-a-half hours and

be played over 18 holes. 

“We created the Shorter Course because

juniors and beginners were finding our other

courses too challenging to play. Ian Poulter’s

son Luke came off the Duchess’ course crying

his eyes out because he found it too hard. We

realised then that we needed to find a way to

make golf fun for everyone. Since then, we’ve

had members and visitors of all ages and

standards playing the new course.”

Golf is difficult – that’s why many of us love

it. But newcomers and youngsters are not

quite so loyal or dedicated, and there’s always

something else waiting for them to do when

they’ve lost their eighth ball in a round... 

This kind of introduction to the game gives

anyone the chance to get that feeling of a par

or birdie on a big golf hole, without beating

them up. Is there a better way to get them

hooked on this brilliant game?

‘Golf is starting to

realise that changes

need to be made’

The most fun you can

have in 3,023 yards.

Short courses 

appeal to old 

and young 

alike.

THE VERDICT

Chris Jones, 11 hcp
I can’t think of a better way

to engage beginners or

youngsters with golf. It gives

people a better taste of golf 

than the range – without intimidating 

them. You just had to look at the number 

of families out here today – I’m sure 

many of those youngsters will take up the 

game. If more clubs offered this at quiet 

times, especially in school holidays, I can 

only see it as positive. 

Michael Catling, 12 hcp
It was unlike anything I’ve 

ever been involved in before. 

It was a great introduction 

to a top-quality course for 

beginners and better players as well. 

Playing with just two clubs and putter 

certainly puts your distance control 

under the microscope. I can definitely 

see the concept catching on and I would 

be more than happy to support similar 

events in the future at my club. 

Des O’Carroll, 28 hcp
It was a lot more challenging 

than I thought it would be. 

We still managed to make 

a seven on a 75-yard par 3!  

For someone like me who’s just starting 

out, it’s a perfect introduction to the 

game; like a nursery slope in skiing. It 

didn’t beat me up like a proper course 

can! I wouldn’t want to play 18 holes with 

cups that big regularly, but it was fun and 

I’d certainly do it again.  

Matthew Archdeacon, 
28 hcp
What a great way to get 

the kids off their Xboxes! 

I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Foursomes was an odd format – Texas 

scramble would be better, so everyone 

could get more shots. The bigger hole 

sizes were good – I’d like to see them on 

every hole! For clubs struggling to attract 

new members, it’s a fantastic idea and 

great for families, too. I’d do it again. 

SHORT GOLF

The holes 

look huge... 

because  

they are! 

Ask any of these 

if they enjoyed it, 

they’d all say yes. 

The future 

of the 

game...
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ODYSSEY

o some golfers putters are much

more than bits of metal to hole

and miss putts with. Premium

putter manufacturers are increasingly

catering to the desires and demands of

a growing group of avid collectors.

Typically they’ll create a couple of

‘special edition’ models each year which

challenge all the usual price and

construction boundaries. It means these

one-off designs are often regarded as art

by their fans. We’ve heard how some

collectors will go to the ends of the earth

to get their hands on one of these rare or

limited-edition runs, just so they’ve got 

the same putter as their favourite pro or 

be one of a select few owners of a 

particular model. It’s this new collectible 

philosophy that’s given birth to the new 

Odyssey Highway 101s.     

Odyssey’s leading putter designers 

Steal shots back on the greens with these three new models

ry!

Big noise
The Highway 101 Series’

distinctive higher tone

comes from a sound

chamber behind the face

that adds feedback and

alters impact acoustics.



TOD   

New
Gear

Making waves
California-inspired graphics are 

a nod to the fact Carlsbad 

produces most of the world’s 

putter technology.

Rare metal
The three Highway 101 putters 

give a firmer, crisper impact feel 

thanks to their steel faces.

have recognised that Carlsbad, California, is a 

mecca for putter designers. 

Within a couple of miles of the city they can 

lay claim to owning 75% of the putter market in 

the USA. So Odyssey’s new wave of designers 

have used the surfers, the beach, cypress trees 

and coastline of Carlsbad as an inspiration for 

this new collection. 

The story doesn’t quite end with just creating 

some fancy new graphics and headcovers for 

three of Odyssey’s most popular models, either. 

The precision-milled 1020 carbon steel heads 

have a new CNC-milled sound chamber behind 

the face which Odyssey says gives more 

feedback at impact. 

This chamber lets the face resonate, giving a 

distinctive higher-pitched sound which the 

rare-item acquirer will surely love. There’s also 

a 17-4 stainless steel face to give a firmer feel, 

which you don’t hear too often, and a custom 

cabretta leather grip. 

Don’t expect to find too many of these 

floating around the UK. There will only be a 

1000 putters made (of which 101 of each model 

will make it to the UK), so you’re going to need 

to be quick to snaffle one. 

O�Details: RRP: £329 www.odysseygolf.com 

Models available: #2 slightly larger blade, #5 

halfmoon mallet, #7 progressive mallet          



Rory’s new shoes £140

It’s 29 years since Nike’s Tinker Hatfield 

came up with the iconic hollow Nike Air 

Max shoe. Rumour has it Rory McIlroy’s 

a massive fan of Air Max away from the 

course, so it made sense to bring the 

technology to his office. That’s exactly 

what Nike have done with the Air Zoom 

90 IT’s, Rory sported them for the first 

time at The Players Championship.

www.nike.com

Poulter’s putting mat

£59.99

This putting mat is designed to improve 

face aim and path. Adjustable rails can 

be set to keep either a straight or 

arcing stroke on line, while adjustable 

gates in front of the putt also show if 

you’ve set the ball off on the intended 

line. The mat comes with foam inserts 

so you can practise breaking putts.

www.golftech.at 

Garmin Approach X40 golf 

band £199.99

Garmin’s slimmer, smarter, lighter new 

GPS watch can do everything a usual 

GPS watch can do but its Autoshot 

function also tracks each shot, allowing 

post round analysis. The band doubles 

as an activity tracker to track your 

heart rate and synced with your phone 

will display calls, texts and emails. 

www.garmin.com

Hot this month
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New
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BUSHNELL

Getting the measure
Smaller, faster rangefinder  and new GPS watch

igital technology in golf is huge 

right now. We’re almost at the 

point if you don’t own a GPS, 

rangefinder or shot tracking/analysis 

system then you’re in the minority. 

Technology isn’t slowing down either; 

we’re seeing new launches month on 

month, and Bushnell are the latest to 

unveil a new series of rangefinders and 

GPS watches which, they believe, improve 

on what’s gone before.

Bushnell Tour V4 Laser rangefinder  

Bushnell are market leaders in laser 

rangefinders, with many tour 

caddies relying on their tech each 

week. Their new V4 is 30% 

smaller and more ergonomically 

designed to fit the hand. 

Bushnell say it is also faster at 

processing distances. You can 

buy either a Slope (RRP £309) 

which compensates for 

elevation changes or a non-

Slope (RRP £269) model. But 

now the rules have changed  

to allow the Slope feature (as 

long as it can be turned off in 

competition) it’s a bit of a no-

brainer for the extra £40.

Bushnell neo iON GPS watch  

The new neo iON is Bushnell’s 

lightest and thinnest GPS watch yet 

because they reckon golfers want more 

fashionable and compact devices, which 

can be worn both on and off the course. It 

comes packed with all the usual features 

including 35,000 preloaded golf courses, 

instant course recognition and auto hole 

advance so you can get going as soon as 

you get on the tee. The battery can last up 

to three rounds and the watch counts your 

steps, distance travelled and monitors 

your total activity, all fee-free, for £139. 

O For more information visit 

www.bushnellgolf.co.uk 





WIN
A WARDROBE 
OF CALLAWAY 
APPAREL

E N T E R N OW AT W W W.TO DAYS G O L F E R .CO.U K / W I N

Two lucky readers will win jackets, sweater, trousers, polos and a belt

PRIZE DRAW

around the globe. So our winners will have

no excuses for not matching their apparel to 

the weather as each will receive a lightweight 

Green Grass 2.0 waterproof jacket along with 

an Italian yarn ¼-zip merino sweater. Your 

outer layer solutions will be completed with 

a technical Puffer jacket which has a thermal 

fibre-filled front to keep you warm and fleece-

backed sleeves and rear to ensure you’re 

unrestricted and comfortable.     

  Our winners will also receive a pair of 

Callaway’s lightweight technical trousers 

which have built-in mechanical stretch 

and a flattering European cut to keep you 

comfortable and looking great on the golf 

course. To top off your perfect outfit you’ll 

also get a reversible belt and two Opti-Vent 

extra stretchable and ventilated polo shirts to 

keep you cool and fresh in the heat of battle 

just like the Masters Champion.

How to enter:
Log onto www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/win, click 

on the Callaway option and enter your email 

address. Entries 

close at midnight 

on July 6, 2016.

Full terms and

conditions on

the website.

asters Champion Danny Willett won 

his first Major in Callaway apparel,

and we’re delighted to have teamed 

up with them to offer you the chance to bag 

yourself a wardrobe full of Major-winning 

threads. 

Now we can’t say the apparel will make 

you play like Danny but we can guarantee 

you’ll be kitted out for all weathers, as two 

lucky winners will each take home a Callaway 

waterproof jacket, puffer jacket, merino 

sweater, two Callaway polo shirts, a pair of 

trousers and a big buckled funky belt. 

Callaway are committed to offering multi-

layer all-weather apparel solutions to golfers 

M



Strikingthe
rightbalance
Odyssey’snewToeUpputterisanintriguingnew
concept,butisittherightdesignforyourstroke?
Wetestedthreemodelstohelpyoufindout

The
Test

W O R D S  S I M O N  D A D D O W  P I C T U R E S  T O M  C R I T C H E L L

Hang time
Odyssey’s Toe Up 
putter (right) is a 
new concept next 
to toe-hang (left) 
and face-balanced 
(centre) models. 

YOUR PERFECT PUTTER



T

TOE UP’S FA

Toe up: Odyssey Toe Up #1
O Cost: £189 O Contact: www.odysseygolf.com

oe-hang and face-balanced 

putters have been on the scene

for years, and you probably are

aware the former tends to suit an arcing

stroke and the latter a straight one. But

now there’s a new putter balancing act on

the scene. The new concept is Torque 

Balanced, which means if you balance the

putter shaft on your finger the toe of the

putter – not its face – points to the sky.

  The idea behind the design is that the 

face naturally wants to remain aimed at 

your target line through the stroke. 

Masters sensation and now fully fledged 

tour player Bryson DeChambeau has 

already bought into the concept, so we 

thought it was time to put the new Toe Up 

idea to the test, against regular toe-hang 

and face-balanced putters. 

HOW WE DID IT

We asked Odyssey to send us their new 

Toe Up #1 model along with a face-

balanced V-Line Versa mallet while Ping 

were asked to submit a timeless mid toe-

hang Anser model for comparison. We hit 

putts on The Belfry’s carpetlike putting 

green gauging the benefits and drawbacks 

of each putter from close, mid and long 

range. Premium balls were used, and  

each tester took notes before comparing 

their results. 

THE TESTERS

CHRIS RYAN

Handicap: Pro
PGA Pro and Senior 
Instructor at The Belfry’s 
PGA National Academy.

SIMON DADDOW

Handicap: 10
Today’s Golfer equipment 
editor and former club 
designer. 

E CONCEPT

le the Toe Up concept is relatively 

w, Odyssey aren’t the first putter

nd to experiment with its benefits. 

y are though the first to put some 

ous bucks behind marketing the 

cept to the mainstream. Its face 

ts to stand up vertically, a full 90º 

erence to a traditional face-balanced 

er. The concept is really simple; in 

 play position and throughout the 

ke the putter wants to stay aligned  

 where you’ve aimed. It does this

ause it suffers from less of the torque 

ch wants to open the face on a lot of 

e-balanced and toe-hang putters in 

 play position. Which in our book is 

ously clever engineering.      

R VERDICT

re’s no getting around the fact the 

 Up’s looks are a bit different to your

mal putter. To achieve the correct

ght balance in the head the hosel’s

itioned slightly behind the face (an

et design) which Simon struggled to

love. Chris on the other hand thought it 

really encouraged him to get his hands 

ahead of the ball and focus on rocking 

the shoulders to swing the putter, which 

made for some excellent results from 

inside 12 feet. Both testers agreed the 

design felt very stable throughout the 

swing and particularly at the transition 

point between back and forward swing.    

BOTTOM LINE

We reckon the Toe Up idea has got some 

legs, particularly if the technology can 

be woven into a more conventional or 

attractive head design. Its reduced 

torque design definitely gives a different 

feel through the stroke, and we like how 

the blade model is suited to a straight 

back-and-through stroke  which blades 

haven’t been ide     

1. Bryson DeCh

2. Colt Knost
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The‘play’position–therealbalancetest
To get to grips with how putter balance works, use your address shaft position

alancing a putter on

your finger doesn’t

represent how it

behaves during a putting

stroke. To see which forces

are at work in the “play

position”, hold the shaft

vertically and push a tee into

the top of the grip. Now place

a second tee peg against the

shaft, about halfway down.

Keeping the head of the club

off the ground, lower the

putter into the angle you’d

typically hit putts from. Watch

what the face does; if it falls

open to your target line then

that’s what it’s trying to do

during your putting stroke,

which is no bad thing if your

stroke has an arc shape. If

you’re trying to putt straight

back and through it’s fighting

you, which in our book is

not ideal.

B

TOE HANG

Toe hang: Ping Cadence TR Anser 2
O Cost: £149 O Contact: www.ping.com

TOE UP 

The face stays square as the 

shaft’s play position is reached.

TOE HANG 

The face opens a little as you 

find the play position.

 FACE BALANCED 

The face falls wide open as the 

shaft’s play angle is reached.

E CONCEPT

ause toe-hang putters are weighted 

 llow the blade to rotate through the 

ke, it’s generally accepted they suit 

ng strokes rather than straight 

vements. Putter manufacturers’

bsites often give an idea of which sort 

 troke best suits each of their putters. 

cally putters with less than 45º of 

 hang are aimed at slightly arcing 

kes where models with lots of toe 

g, like the Odyssey Phil Mickelson 

s, are aimed at golfers with a 

nger arc.  

R VERDICT

 hang putters are often favoured by 

ticularly good putters. Jordan Spieth, 

y McIlroy and Tiger Woods are all 

eer devotees of the toe-hang blade, 

ch speaks volumes about their 

igree. That said, there’s plenty of

ers like Simon who love the look of

hang blades but always struggle to

 at their best with their opening/

sing style. Meanwhile Chris our test

pro loved the Cadence Anser 2; it’s very 

similar to his own putter, it’s simple, 

straightforward, easy to set up and its 

mid/high toe hang matches his mid-arc 

stroke type perfectly. 

BOTTOM LINE

A quality blade putter is seen as the 

pinnacle of the game by many. Our test 

isn’t going to change that. If you love 

yours and putt well with it, 

congratulations – enjoy it, it’s not worth 

changing. However, if you’re struggling 

with a toe-hang putter (and are possibly 

unsure what type of stroke you have) we 

reckon there are more stable and 

forgiving designs out there. Have a look 

at alternatives and give a Toe Up putter 

a shot. You never know – it might iron 

out your wonky stroke once and for all

1. Jordan Spi

2. Rory McIlr

3. Tiger Wood
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The new case for square stability
The torque-reducing Toe Up concept could have implications for face-balancing

oe Up putters have only just 

come onto the market and their

concept raises a stack of 

questions over the relevance of some 

face-balanced models which have been

hugely popular for so many years. It 

wasn’t just our two testers that hit the Toe

Up putters; a stack of golfers both at The

Belfry and TG Towers had a go with them

and to a man every one commented on

how the new design felt so stable. We are

certainly not saying they’re about to 

replace face-balanced models. But 

particularly if they become available in 

some really attractive head models the

put up a remarkably strong argument f

anyone who’s not using an arcing puttin

stroke to give them a go. Only time will

tell if the idea catches on. But in our

opinion Toe Hang putters are still for

golfers with beautifully arcing strokes.

If that’s not you and you’re trying to pu

straight up the line, Toe Up puts forward

a very strong case when it comes to

increased stability. 

T

FACE BALANCED

Face balanced: Odyssey Works V-Line Versa
O Cost: £149-£169 O Contact: www.odysseygolf.com

THE CONCEPT

Years ago when the first face-balanced 

utters were introduced, many were 

wayed by the sight of the face finding 

orizontal when perched on a finger. 

ompared to a toe-hang putter we are 

ld they can offer serious stability

enefits as they want to open and close 

ss especially if you swing the putter 

raight back and through. 

UR VERDICT

p until now face-balanced putters were 

e only alternative to toe-hang models. 

he face-balanced act is impressive;  

nfortunately though we don’t ever putt 

 holes in the sky! What we found with 

e Works V-Line, which is typical of 

any though not all face-balanced

utters, was the face naturally wants to 

pen to your target line in the play

osition. That means during your stroke

e head’s trying to twist open which is

ore like toe-hang putters and not the

oncept we were sold when the putter

as balanced on our fingers.     

BOTTOM LINE

Face-balanced putters have won huge 

amounts of money and titles on tour.  

But this test has made us question how 

effective face balancing is during the 

stroke in terms of keeping the face 

square, though admittedly not all face-

balanced putters behave the same in the 

play position. Nor indeed do toe-hang 

putters; for example Zach Johnson’s 

SeeMore is like our Toe Up model in the 

play position, even though it has almost 

a perfect 90º toe hang. 

Face-balanced putters absolutely have 

their place in our golf bags but the 

torque some create pulls the blade 

open, which is quite surprising. It’s 

exactly why Toe Up putters are talking 

reduced torque, as naturally they want to 

stay aligned at where you’ve aimed.

1. Henrik Stenson

2. Zach Johnson

3. Luke Donald

‘Toe Up putters raise  

questions on the 

relevance of some  

face-balanced models’



Great ironsfor
£300...orless
Gobeyondtheverylatestandthere’sreal
valuetobefound...andsomepitfallstoavoid

The
Test

W O R D S  S I M O N  D A D D O W  P I C T U R E S  T O M  C R I T C H E L L ,  H O W A R D  B O Y L A N

QUALITY ON A BUDGET
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A

Callaway X Hot Pro £262
O Cost new: £699 O Launched: 2013 O Contact: www.golfbidder.co.uk

Not quite the fastest 

but still impressive 

for older technology.

127
MPH

BALL SPEED

More loft than the 

M2 but the Hot still 

performed. 

2.5
DEG

LOFT

Difference from good  

to bad shots shows 

face effectiveness.

7
MPH

BALL DROP OFF

The tech’s three years 

old, but still capable 

of performing.  

190
YARDS

CARRY DISTANCE

t TG we are constantly testing the 

latest clubs and technology. But 

with a new set of irons setting you 

back about a month’s mortgage payment, 

we know many of you will be looking to 

keep the costs down when it comes to an 

upgrade. So for £300 – half the cash of an 

average new set of irons – how good a set 

of irons could you bag yourself? Could 

year-old technology hold its own against 

the latest innovations on the market? And 

can you, armed with a keen eye and a little 

knowledge, bag a set for less than £300 

that will keep your handicap tumbling and 

your wallet happy?

HOW WE DID IT:

We teamed up with GolfBidder.co.uk to 

source the best range of second-hand irons 

from the leading manufacturers we could 

find. We asked our test pro Chris Ryan to 

hit 7-iron from each set on a SkyTrak 

launch monitor at The National Custom Fit 

Centre at The Belfry. Chris also hit one of 

2016’s strongest irons – TaylorMade’s M2 – 

to provide benchmark data (below) against

which we compared our test clubs.

TaylorMade M2 7-iron; key parameters

O�Ball Speed: 131mph O�Launch Angle:

13.2º O�Backspin: 4829rpm O�Carry 

Distance: 195 yards 

MEET THE TESTER

CHRIS RYAN

Handicap: Pro
Chris is senior 
instructor at The 
Belfry Academy. 

The Pro heads are a little smaller and 

less offset than the standard X Hot 

irons. There’s a J shaped face 

construction and undercut cavity to 

increase flex low on the face and 

stiffen up the top for fast ball speeds 

and maximum distance. Ours came 

with non-standard True Temper GS 95 

steel shafts.

WE SAY

As far as head shapes go the X Hot is 

very strong. There’s a decent-sized 

undercut cavity which is teamed with 

a reasonably thin top edge and a 

small amount of offset which we

reckon will suit a reasonably confident 

ball-striker. As far as performance 

goes the Hot was right in the mix, 

posting ball speed and carry distance 

numbers that were slightly ahead of 

the average for all irons tested.         

OUR VERDICT

For someone these are a sound 

investment. They boast face and 

cavity technology but we reckon any 

buyer will need to invest in a re-grip 

as their current grips have been 

fattened up and the originals are 

pretty shiny. The condition isn’t 

fantastic but the price reflects that. If 

you’re looking to upgrade and don’t 

need full-on game improvement 

technology they could be worth a try.
BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS

Buy. Sell. Part-Exchange
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Cobra Fly Z £260

TaylorMade SpeedBlade £277

O Cost new: £549 O Launched: 2015 O Contact: www.golfbidder.co.uk

O Cost new: £599 (s) £699 (g) O Launched: 2013 O Contact: www.golfbidder.co.uk

Slowest on test, but 

proper shaft fitting 

would definitely help. 

Not quite as quick as

the latest M2 but

quicker than most.

124
MPH

129
MPH

BALL SPEED

BALL SPEED

Tiny difference from 

good to bad shots 

increases consistency. 

Two degrees more

loft than M2 equates

to more launch.

4
MPH

14.5
DEG

BALL DROP OFF

LAUNCH ANGLE

Just above average 

but could be dialled 

in through fitting. 

Right on ball park

average for all the

irons we hit.

4,957
RPM

4,612
RPM

BACKSPIN

BACKSPIN

Unfair to compare 

against the M2 as 

the lofts are weaker. 

On average, but the

longest single shot

hit was 203 yards.

184
YARDS

195
YARDS

CARRY DISTANCE

CARRY DISTANCE

A big unsupported face means extra 

flex to transfer maximum energy on 

every shot you hit. A speed channel 

runs around the sole and face which 

Cobra say helps maintain ball speed 

when you don’t hit the centre and a 

urethane insert in the cavity dampens 

vibrations to improve feel and sound.   

WE SAY

Fly Z was Cobra’s game improvement 

iron just last year which just goes to 

show how quickly equipment can be 

turned over. These were almost like 

new. The deep undercut cavity back 

means a huge amount of forgiveness, 

but it’s contained within a club that 

A Speed Pocket in the sole of the 3  

to 7-irons along with inverted cone 

technology behind the face helps 

increase flex to maximise ball speeds 

and distance, no matter where you hit 

shots on the face. Individual designs 

ensure consistent gapping.  

WE SAY

The SpeedBlade is only a couple of 

years old but in our opinion they’re 

still a fantastic looking set of irons. 

The set we had were in very 

reasonable nick for the sub £300 

price tag, with their original 

TaylorMade grips (which could 

probably do with a re-grip) and 

looks really attractive at address. The 

soles and top edges are not too wide, 

and there’s a reasonable amount of 

offset. Fly Z posted the shortest 

average carry on test (albeit by only a 

yard) but Chris did record a single 194-

yard carry with the 7-iron which was 

just a yard or two behind the majority 

of the longest hits with each iron.

OUR VERDICT

A decent proposition. Not only can 

they boast up-to-date technology at a 

reasonable cost, but they’re decent-

looking. Custom-fitting would improve 

their performance, but buying second-

hand/online this is less of an option – 

a drawback worth considering. 

lightweight 85g steel shafts intact. Ok 

the tech’s not quite as up to date as 

the M2 or PSi but they put in a serious shift 

and could pretty much match the current 

M2 shot for shot. For us SpeedBlade is a 

decent blend of forgiveness and distance, 

with a good degree of offset in the mid to 

longer irons to help playability.       

OUR VERDICT

Not only did the SpeedBlade feel 

really good they also posted some 

very strong ball speed and carry 

distance numbers. If £300 is your 

budget you could do a lot worse, 

especially if you are a reasonably 

confident ball-striker. 

BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS

BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS
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Ping G25 £214

Nike Covert 2.0 £258

O Cost new: £80 (s) £100 (g) per club O Launched: 2013 O Contact: www.golfbidder.co.uk

O Cost new: £449.99 O Launched: 2014 O Contact: www.golfbidder.co.uk

Slower than modern 

irons with additional 

face tech.

2mph slower than

the SpeedBlade but

well above average.

125
MPH

127
MPH

BALL SPEED

BALL SPEED

Not quite the lowest 

but a solid consistent 

performance. 

An excellent

performance from

the NexCOR face.

6
MPH

3
MPH

BALL DROP OFF

BALL DROP OFF

Modern face tech  

would help lower this 

for more consistency.

A tiny difference

between good shots

and mishits.

14
YARDS

9
YARDS

DISTANCE DROP OFF

DISTANCE DROP OFF

10 yards less than 

the M2, but the lofts 

are 3.5º weaker.   

Less than a handful

of yards behind the

latest M2 iron.

185
YARDS

191
YARDS

CARRY DISTANCE

CARRY DISTANCE

Ping originally said the G25 were 

aimed at all golfers, they’ve got 

generous midsize heads and a

whopping big cavity back. A stability 

bar in the cavity increases rigidity to 

direct more energy into the ball. A 

cambered sole aids turf interaction; 

progressive offset increases playability 

in the longer irons and shot-making 

control in the shorter clubs.

WE SAY

There’s no doubting the 25’s are

forgiving and easy to hit, but sit them 

alongside the new G and they’re like 

chalk and cheese. No plastic ferrule 

looks pretty crude and the shaft

A large unsupported face eliminates 

inefficient weight from the face area 

and redistributes it to the perimeter, 

increasing playability. A NexCOR face 

increases flex to maximise ball speeds 

no matter where you impact shots on 

the club face. 

WE SAY

This was definitely the biggest iron 

head we tested. But Nike have a knack 

of creating game-improvement irons 

that combine a wider sole and larger 

head but without huge amounts of 

offset which experienced golfers seem 

to warm to. They had been listed as 

‘Fair’ on GolfBidder – a realistic 

weighting story of heavier from short 

irons to long is opposite of what Ping 

preach with their new AWT shafts in 

the G. Technology’s moved on since 

they were launched, with Ping’s new 

COR-Eye and Hyper steel faces 

definitely capable of adding extra 

speed and distance to your game.

OUR VERDICT

Pings are renowned for holding their 

trade-in-value but for us technology’s 

moved on, for £300 we reckon there’s 

probably better options available. Plus 

Ping’s custom-fit tradition means 

there’s a big chance their clubs would 

be made for someone else, and 

potentially damaging to your game.

reflection of how we found them. The 

cavity back of the 2.0 is huge which 

means excellent forgiveness. We 

thought they launched high (about 1º 

higher than the others on test) and 

were incredibly easy to hit. Covert was 

no slouch either, recording an average 

just 4 yards behind the longest we hit.     

OUR VERDICT

The Covert performed admirably, and 

if the irons had been treated a bit 

more kindly during their previous life 

they would’ve been a far more attractive 

set. Despite their all-round competence, 

their condition meant we reckon there’s 

probably better options available for your 

£300. 

BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS

BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS
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Greatdealsexist,butchoosecarefully
Varying quality and the spectre of ill-fitting clubs offset the clear value on offer

nitially when we organised this 

test it seemed like a really 

straightforward, simple

mission: Get hold of a load of used

irons, test them and decide which we

thought were best. But as the irons

started arriving and the test got

underway the pitfalls of buying second-

hand and online hit home. Some of the

irons’ grips were worn, some had fatter

grips, there was an iron that looked like

the lie angle had been tampered with

and a shaft length that was longer than

the others... oh, and of course you

don’t get to hit or handle what you’re

buying until it arrives at your front

door.

We absolutely are not saying there’s

anything wrong with buying used, but it

does beg the question of how much of

a premium you put on proper fitting.

In our book it’s an issue worth

considering before opening your wallet.

In our opinion GolfBidder offer a

fantastic service – let’s face it, they

wouldn’t be in business if nobody 

bought second-hand equipment. 

Buying second-hand is real life, it’s part

of the game, and we reckon some

technology available just a couple of

years ago is still relevant today and can

put in a shift for you for some years to

come. Make the right choice and you’ll

be buying last year’s irons in as ne

condition for half what they cost la

year. Make the wrong choice and y

could be playing a set of irons tha

really don’t suit your game, hamp

your potential and believe it or not

actually cost you shots.

I

‘Buying second-hand

is fine,  but you must

question how much

of a premium you 

place on custom-fit’

Used and 

abused?

Club condition 

drastically 

varied from 

set to set. 

Benross HTX £299
O Cost new: £299 O Launched: 2016 O Contact: www.benrossgolf.com

Compared to the 

second-hand irons 

the HTX performed 

126
MPH

BALL SPEED

1.7deg higher than 

M2 thanks to a 2 deg 

weaker loft. 

14.9
DEG

LAUNCH ANGLE

Across face speed 

retention isn’t quite 

as good as some.

12
YARDS

DISTANCE DROP OFF

A strong 

performance for the 

only new iron tested.

189
YARDS

CARRY DISTANCE

Benross say the faces of the HTX have 

been heat treated to maximise ball 

speed and distance. A Torsion Bar on 

the back increases MOI and stability, 

making HTX one of the most forgiving 

irons Benross have ever created. KBS 

Tour 90 shafts and Golf Pride’s Tour 

Velvet grips are standard. 

WE SAY

The only set within our test you can 

buy new for less than £300. And for 

some having a set of shiny new bats 

completely wins out over a worn-in 

set which have already been taught 

how to misbehave by a previous

owner. We really liked the HTX’s head, 

it’s a blend of a decent size for 

forgiveness but without masses of 

offset or a hugely thick chunky top 

edge. The flight which was powerful 

thanks to slightly lower spin. Ball 

speed was on average for all the irons 

tested and carry distance was slightly 

ahead of the curve. This is a solid iron.   

OUR VERDICT

Chris Ryan reckoned the HTX could 

be a perfect match for 99% of 

weekend golfers. With them being new 

they can very easily be custom-fit. In 

our opinion the KBS shafts and Golf 

Pride Tour Velvet grips are a decent 

step forward from some of the other 

components on our test irons. 
BEHIND THE KEY NUMBERS



o r
They’reexclusiveandexpensive,but
doPXG’sclubsperform?Wefoundout

W O R D S S I M O N D A D D O W P I C T U R E S T O M C R I T C H E L L

ou’d need to be a pretty hardcore

golf equipment nut to have heard

much about Parsons Extreme Golf

before January this year. But then the firm

founded by billionaire entrepreneur Bob

Parsons signed Zach Johnson, along with

four other players in the world’s top 100.

Suddenly, PXG was mainstream – despite

selling irons at £240 each. People started

asking “are they worth that much?”

To find out, we took a set of the new 0311

irons and the wedge to The Belfry, where

test pro Chris Ryan compared their

numbers against some of the best forged

irons and wedges we’ve tested this year.

We collected data from each shot using a

SkyTrak launch monitor before crunching

the numbers to see how these exclusive

clubs performed. To find your nearest

stockist, visit www.pxg.com

Y

THE TESTER

CHRIS RYAN

Handicap: Pro

Fast swinging, 

hard hitting 

professional.

FIRST UK TEST
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PXG 0311
wedges
O £240 per club

O Lofts: 50°, 52°, 54°, 56°, 58°, 60°

BEHIND THE NUMBERS

BEHIND THE NUMBERS

PXG 0311 52° WEDGE
Average ball speed: 84mph

Average launch angle: 23.1°

Average backspin: 8,624rpm

Average carry distance: 105 yards

MAINSTREAM 52° WEDGE
Average ball speed: 84mph

Average launch angle: 29.1°

Average back spin: 8,288rpm

Average carry distance: 108 yards

TECH

Like the irons are forged from soft S25C

carbon steel to deliver excellent feel. A laser

etched pattern on the face and wide grooves

optimise friction for maximum control while

an aggressive sole taper from toe to heel

and 11 tungsten weights around the

perimeter increase MOI.

THE RESULTS

The shape is absolutely spot on. Shots

launched and flew a little lower with really

aggressive spin numbers, which a lot of

decent golfers will really appreciate.

OUR VERDICT

We loved these wedges. Everything from the

shape, to the laser etching, finish and feel

was spot on. Chris said the perimeter

weighting raised the CG to lower ball flight

and increased spin in the process, which

should be applauded as the mainstream

wedge we compared it to was the highest

spinning model in our Top Gear test.

PXG 0311 irons
O�£240 per iron O�Availability: 3-GW O�Standard 7-iron loft and length: 31 deg / 37in

TECH

PXG says the 0311’s heads are created 

as a two-piece hollow head 

construction. The back, hosel and sole 

are all forged from a single piece of soft 

S25C carbon steel which, because of its 

tighter grain structure, resonates 

differently, improving the “impact 

experience” (feel). A hollow internal 

cavity is precisely CNC milled. 

Removing weight allows extra mass to 

be positioned around the perimeter in 

the form of 11 tungsten weights, raising 

MOI to levels that will out-perform most 

game-improvement irons, according to 

PXG. There’s also an ultra-thin HT1770 

steel face which removes ineffective 

weight behind the face and a thermo-

plastic elastomer is injected into the 

hollow body to dampen vibrations and 

add stability to the face.

THE RESULTS

Chris was like a kid in a candy shop 

when we told him he’d be testing the 

PXGs. He, like many gear nuts, had 

heard about them and was really keen to 

see if they lived up to the hype. From the 

first shot to the last he cooed over the 

blade-style head, saying it was a great 

size and shape. As soon as he started 

pinging shots away he said the feel was 

superb, too. Our irons didn’t come with 

a wrench, so we couldn’t tinker with the 

weights around the head’s perimeter. 

That for us was a good thing, as you’re 

never going to walk into a shop and buy 

PXG off the rack – you’ve got to be 

fitted. The million-dollar question is how 

did they compare to the big-name irons 

which are widely regarded as long and 

forgiving? Well on average they added 

two yards to Chris’ carry distance, and 

2mph to his ball speed. That’s 

impressive considering the mainstream 

forged comparison is one of the top 

performers in its category. 

 

OUR VERDICT

It’s difficult to put our finger on exactly 

what makes the 0311’s so desirable, 

because it’s a combination of things. 

Just like a Formula One car, where 

performance is wrung out of every 

conceivable component, small gains 

contribute to a greater overall product. 

The heads look absolutely fantastic – 

top marks to the two designers. We 

reckon reasonable golfers will love them 

if they ever get to hit a set. Thanks to 

the extreme perimeter weighting 

technology and construction method 

they are more forgiving than your typical 

better-player iron, which you don’t hear 

too often. Plenty of golfers won’t 

stomach the cost and that’s fine… PXG 

isn’t aimed at you. For those already 

driving a Merc and wearing a Rolex, the 

0311’s are a top drawer set of irons that 

deserve your attention. 

PXG 0311 7-IRON
Average ball speed: 129 mph  

(fastest single ball speed 131 mph)

Average launch angle: 14.8°

Average backspin: 4,831rpm

Average carry distance: 194 yards 

(longest single shot 198 yards)

MAINSTREAM FORGED 7-IRON
Average ball speed: 127mph  

(fastest single ball speed 129 mph) 

Average launch angle: 15.8°

Average back spin: 4,680rpm

Average carry distance: 192 yards  

(longest single shot 197 yards)
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Youknowyouneedafewbeltstomatchdifferentoutfits,don’tyou?

Buckleup

Callaway Cut Out Chev Belt £39.99
www.callawayeuropeapparel.com

Etiqus £49
www.etiqus.co.uk

Under Armour Webbing Belt £20
www.underarmour.co.uk
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Galvin Green Wesley Belt Galvin Green Wells Belt £75
www.galvingreen.com

Puma Script CTL Belt£35
www.cobrapumagolf.com

ruh 3d Players Collection £49.99 adidas 3-Stripes Reversible belt
£44.99www.adidasgolf.co.uk

IJP Design Double Breaker £44.95
www.ijpdesign.com

oss Sportwear Stretch Belt £22
www.crossgolfapparel.com

FootJoy Navy Snake Belt £35
White Infill Buckle £25

www.footjoy.co.uk

FootJoy Black Smooth Belt £35
Nickel FJ DEbossed Buckle £25

www.footjoy.co.uk

Bunker Mentality Zig Zag Belt £35
www.bunker-mentality.com
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10 ROUNDS WITH…

Contrary to common belief I don’t get

to hit TaylorMade’s new clubs much

earlier than when it’s unveiled to the

public. I didn’t get my hands on the M2

fairway – launched on February 19 –

until late January. I practised with it and put it into

play at the RBC Heritage in April after winning the

Arnold Palmer Invitational and WGC Match Play.

OVersatility

No equipment goes in my bag unless I can hit

controlled draws and fades with it. Versatility is

doubly important when it comes to fairway woods,

as there are so many situations it needs to

perform from. With the M2 I can hit a wide variety

of shots. A stock shot for me with the M2 is a

270-yard carry, but if I need to step on it I can get

300 yards on firm, Tour fairways.

OHigher and further

TaylorMade says a higher ball flight translates to

extra carry distance. I love having the ability to hit

a floating 270-yard fairway which will nestle down

quickly on the green of a par 5. Comparing M2 to

my previous fairway the AeroBurner (with the

same loft) I’m consistently 10 and 15 yards longer,

even though I’m using the same swing.

OSpin

I spin the ball quite a lot with all my clubs. The

TaylorMade technicians tell me by lowering spin

I can add extra yards to my game. With the M2

the guys have reduced spin to the low 3000rpm

(3600rpm is the tour average), which is better

than I’ve had before and means I’m maxing out

distance both from the fairway and tee.

OCosmetics

I love the combination of the white top edge and

black carbon-fibre crown. It’s a sleek, modern

look, but for me it sounds fantastic too which is

really important. It’s a beautiful club.

OMishit performance

TaylorMade are constantly updating the “Speed

Pocket” concept to help maintain more ball on

off-centre strikes. That means consistency

between shots which can be the difference

between carrying a hazard or ending up in it.

RRP: £199 Tested by: World No.1 Jason Day

TaylorMadeM irw

The verdict

Playing on tour isn’t all about

distance, but offer anyone out

here a few extra yards and most

will snap your hand off for it. For

me M2 is a great fairway wood

and it’s a good improvement on

what I’ve used before. If it

wasn’t, it certainly wouldn’t

be in my bag.

What’sinJason’sbag: TaylorMade M1 driver 10.5º, TaylorMade RSi2 2-iron, RSi TP irons 4-PW, TaylorMade Tour Preferred EF Satin wedges

M2hasawider,

cut-through

peedpocketthat

letsthefaceflex

moreatimpact,

boostingball

speedsonstrikes

lowintheface.



Lofts: 16.5º (knocked 
down to 14.25º)

Shaft: Mitsubishi Kuro 
Kage XTS 80X (Tipped 
1.5in) Length: 43.25in

Swingweight: D3

My personal  
M2 3HL set-up

New
Gear

Day... from 

250+ yards
Not many of us pay 

much attention to how 

close we hit it from 

250 yards away. But 

tour pros are positively 

measured and ranked 

on it. Here’s how Day 

performs:      

Over 275 yards 

Jason Day 2016  

35th; Average 79ft 7in  

(from 3 attempts)

Ranked 1st 2016

Miguel Angel Carballo

Average 30ft

(from 2 attempts)

Jason Day 2015

T75th; Average 89ft 5in

(from 9 attempts)

Ranked 1st 2015

Brendan Steele

Average 58ft 3in

(from 18 attempts)

From 250-275 yards

Jason Day 2016

30th; Average 58ft

(from 11 attempts)

Ranked 1st 2016

Thomas Aitken

Average 41ft 10in

(from 8 attempts)

Jason Day 2015

117th; Average 70ft 5in

32 attempts)

s              48/54/60º, TaylorMade Ghost Spider Itsy Bitsy Proto putter, TaylorMade Tour Preferred X b

A steel body is 

mated with a 

carbon composite 

crown, lowering 

the club’s CG 

location and 

promoting high 

launch and flight.



10 ROUNDS WITH…

The chief feature of the Vapor Fly 

is hollow head construction.  

Hollow heads are designed to 

increase forgiveness when you don’t hit 

the centre of the face, like a fairway wood 

or hybrid. But does it work in the Fly?   

O First impression

In the past hollow heads have usually 

meant huge shovel-sized heads and 

awkward transitions to the shorter irons.

That’s all changed with the Fly. Yes, 

they’re a bit oversize, but the clean lines 

and sensible offset don’t scream ‘game 

improvement iron’ at all.  

O Tech/feel

I’ve gone through a period of not hitting 

my irons well, so pinging shots cleanly off 

the matt for the first time in ages certainly 

boosted confidence and got me excited to 

take the Flys to the golf course. Straight 

away shots felt powerful coming off the 

flexing faces, especially in the mid and 

longer irons.     

O Lightweight shafts

I’ve found it difficult to hit lightweight 

shafts in the past. For some reason  

I struggle to time shots. From the off it 

was very different with the Fly. The True 

Temper Zip Tip 85s were a perfect 

combination of flex and weight, which  

I thought really helped me generate speed 

and encouraged confidence. I could feel 

the club at the top and on my downswing 

(where I usually lose lightweight shafts) 

and it was possible to feel the shaft tip 

working which I reckon is the reason I hit 

the Fly so nicely.     

O Distance

Golf’s not a game of perfect, and these 

days manufacturers are making 

equipment to be more consistent. In my 

opinion, this is where the Fly delivers. 

They are very good at preserving ball 

speed when you don’t hit the centre of the 

bat, which means very solid yardage 

control and less drop-off between good 

and poor strikes.   

O The verdict

These are right up my street in making the 

game as fun to play as possible. The PW 

is a bit bigger than I’m used to, with a 

wider sole. It will take a bit of time to get 

the hang of, but overall I’ll happily game 

them. This is a game-improvement iron 

but doesn’t shout it from the rooftops – a 

combination that is ideal for many golfers.  

RRP: £499.99 (s), £599.99 (g) Tested by: Simon Daddow

Nike Vapor Fly irons 

Options:  Available 4-PW (standard stock set 5-PW). True Temper ZT 85(s) or UST Mamiya Recoil 460(g) shafts. 

A large hollow 

head, supported 

by a FlyBeam, 

is designed 

to increase 

forgiveness and 

protect speeds on 

off-centre hits.
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10 ROUNDS WITH…

Under Armour is making strides  

in golfing circles and has built a 

reputation for high-tech apparel.  

Its recent foray into the footwear market is a 

prime example, so much so that the Tempo 

Tour shoes have already gained plenty of 

traction in the UK.

O First impressions

The Tempo Tour not only look smart, but the 

design is quite understated – just like the 

rest of the Under Armour golf range. They 

may cost £30 more than the Drive One - 

Jordan Spieth’s choice of shoe – but they got 

an immediate seal of approval from my

regular playing partners; both young and old. 

The style may appear traditional at first 

glance, but the built-in lateral TPU wrap and 

‘super responsive’ cushioning support 

around the heel adds a trendiness which is 

often missing on most structured shoes.  

O The technology

The breathable ‘full-grain’ leather is a 

welcome addition in warmer weather and 

despite my reservations, the small air holes 

on top did not let any water in during a 

torrential downpour. Performance-wise,  

the anti-roll support made a noticeable 

difference when faced with uneven lies. It’s 

just a shame the technology doesn’t stretch 

to the laces, which are string-like and 

difficult to tie. 

O The verdict

Visually, there aren’t many better shoes on 

the market. The Tempo Tour ticks nearly all 

the boxes when it comes to looks and tech, 

but the leather does take half a dozen 

rounds to bed in and can leave you nursing a 

few blisters. As long as you have an extra 

pair of socks to hand, you could quickly 

become an Under Armour golf shoe convert.

Cost: £160 Tested by: Michael Catling

UA Tempo Tour shoes

Options: Two colour options include white and white/black/red.  

The Champ Zarma 

Tour spikes, 

featuring a Slim-

Lok system, deliver  

improved stability 

and torque in the 

backswing.

PRACTICE...
‘CARPET CUP’ PORTABLE HOLE

PRACTICE...
‘DOUGHNUT’ HOLE REDUCER

PRACTICE...
‘RIGHT ANGLE’ PUTTING ALIGNMENT

...PERFECT

WWW.GROOVEFIX.COM

020 8240 0527

 1 0 0 %  B R I T I S H  M A D E

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

USE PERFECT AT THE CHECKOUT  

& SAVE 5% ON ORDERS OVER £25.00 



IN MY BAG

O Driver Cobra King F6+ 

Pro, 7 l̊oft; Oban Kiyoshi 

Tour Limited 70X shaft 

45in length / sliding CG 

weight removed

O 3-wood Cobra F6

14.2 ;̊ Oban Kiyoshi Tour 

Limited 70X shaft 

43in length

O Utility Cobra King Utility 

Iron 18.5˚ Draw; Project X 

HZRDUS Black Hybrid 6.5 

105g X shaft

O Irons Edel Prototype 

(3-PW)    

30 ,̊ #6

38 ,̊ #8

46 ,̊ KB

C-Taper

115X sh

37.5in l

OWed

Cobra

Grind,

55 ,̊ 60

37.5in l

O Putt

'The Br

Prototy

Torque

Balanc

TOP 10s
Our verdict on the best clubs of 2016. More at todaysgolfer.co.uk

O FAIRWAY WOODS P128  O BETTER PLAY IRONS P129  O MALLET PUTTERS P130 O TOUR BALLS P131 

TOP10FAIRWAY WOODS

BRYSON 
DECHAMBEAU

Our verdict: Because of the history we had high expectations
for the new version, and it didn’t disappoint. Was tied with
the top three longest fairways on test. It does a lot right.
Bottom line: Great all-round performance, and loads of lofts.

Callaway Great Big Bertha £229   I  www.callawaygolf.com

Lofts: #3 15˚ / #5 18˚ / #7 21˚ / 
#Divine 9 24˚ / #Heavenwood 20˚ 
Shafts: Kuro Kage Black TiNi 50 / 
Bassara E 42 Adj hosel: Yes, +2 /-1˚

Our verdict: Aerodynamic promises deliver joint-top average
club speed, and just 3.5mph of drop off between centre and
off-centre hits so it is very stable and forgiving. Bottom line:

Very good, forgiving fairway with a face depth for forgiveness.

Callaway XR 16 £189   I  www.callawaygolf.com

Lofts: 14˚ 3+W / 15˚ 3W / 17˚ 4W / 
19˚ 5W / 21˚ 7W / 23˚ 9W / 25˚ 
11W Shaft: Fujikura Speeder 
Evolution 565 Adj hosel: No

Our verdict: Test pro loved the powerful feel, stability and
sound. Head is compact, but everything’s in proportion. The
only fairway to break the 160mph ball speed barrier for our
pro. Bottom line: It certainly delivered for 2/3 of testers.

Cobra King Ltd £229   I  www.cobragolf.co.uk

Lofts: 3-4F 13˚– 16˚ / 4-5F 16˚ – 19˚ 
Stock shaft: Aldila Rogue Black 70g 
Adjustable hosel: Yes, 3˚ (with three 
draw settings)

Our verdict: All testers agreed it has a really good profile at
address, with a lot of face below the ball’s centre. Shallow
profile and mid-size head inspire confidence. Bottom line:

Fairways need to be versatile; we reckon the G is just that.

Ping G £220   I  www.ping.com

Lofts: #3 14.5˚ / #5 17.5˚ / #7 20.5˚ 
plus 13˚ Stretch model Stock shafts: 
Alta 65 High Balance Point 
Adjustable hosel: Yes, +/- 1˚

Our verdict: Wider, more squashed head aids playability. We
saw a 2mph rise in club speed due to lighter swing weight +
a 500rpm increase in spin = increased carry. Bottom line:

Loads of game improvement tech, but doesn't look like it.

Ping G SF-TEC £220   I  www.ping.com

Lofts: #3 16˚ / #5 19˚ Stock shafts: 
Alta 65 High Balance Point
Adjustable hosel: Yes How much 

loft change: +/- 1˚

Our verdict: Petite in size, its deeper face delivers a fierce
flight. Two of our three testers absolutely loved the F45. Well
above the ball speed average and decent for carry. Bottom

line: Top wood that traditionalists will love, if not for masses.

Srixon Z F45 £229   I  www.srixon.co.uk

Lofts: 3+ 13˚ / 3W 15˚ / 4W 17˚ 
Stock shaft: MRC Kuro Kage Black 
HBP 60 Adjustable hosel: Yes
How much loft change: +/- 1˚

Our verdict: With the head a fraction smaller than the M2,
it’s probably best suited to those confident of launching
shots from short grass. Bottom line: Our longest shots came
from both the toe and heel, so speed across face is superb.

TaylorMade M1 £249   I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Lofts: 15˚ 3W / 17˚ 3HL / 19˚ 5W 
Stock shaft: Fujikura Pro
Adjustable hosel: Yes How much 

loft change: +/- 2˚

Our verdict: Our data suggests it lives up to its lofty claims. It
posted the longest average carry on test and the joint longest
single shot carry. Bottom line: The M2 is a cracking option
for club golfers but harder hitters should get fitted for a shaft.

TaylorMade M2 £199   I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Lofts: 15˚ 3W / 16.5˚ 3HL / 18˚ 5W
/ 21˚ HL / 24˚ 7HL
Stock shaft: TM REAX
Adjustable hosel: No

Our verdict: Testers thought the mid-footprint of the 915 was
just as playable as many others, and would perform as well
off the deck as on the tee. Good carry distance/ball speed
data. Bottom line: There’s nothing to not like about them.

Titleist 915F £220   I  www.titleist.co.uk

Lofts: 13.5˚ / 15˚ / 16.5˚ / 18˚ / 21˚
Shafts: Aldila Rogue Black & Silver /
Diamana D+ White, S+ Blue & M+
Red Adj hosel: Yes, +1.5/-0.75˚

Our verdict: Looks super easy to hit, with a wide body and
what looks like plenty of loft. Designed for consistency and
playability rather than distance, and we agree. Bottom line:

Helps launch shots and suited to our slower swinging tester.

Yonex EZONE XPG £189   I   www.yonex.co.uk

Lofts: #3 15˚ / #5 18˚ / #7 21˚
Stock shaft: Yonex EX310
Adjustable hosel: Yes
How much loft change: +/- 1.5˚

SCAN THIS FOR EXCL SIVE

DIGITAL CONTENT

1 Download the free Quikkly app
(Apple or Android) from the App
store on to your device.
2 Hover the device’s screen 5cm or 
so above the tag and it will scan.
3 Once your camera is in focus,  

the video will 
appear 
instantly.
4 Watch TG’s 
pro tester 
deliver his 
verdict on all 
these clubs, 
and more. 
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TOP10BETTER PLAYER IRONS

Our verdict: A reasonably forgiving cavity-back design into

a head that looks very much like a blade at address. It’s a

cracker and we applaud them. Our pro loved them. Bottom
line: Lovely looks yet with an extra degree of forgiveness.

Callaway Apex Pro 16 £849 (s) £1099 (g)    I  www.callawaygolf.com

Availability: 3-AW (Stock set 3-PW)

Stock shafts: Project X (s) UST 

Mamiya Recoil (g) Seven-iron loft
and length: 34˚ / 37in

Our verdict: Had the strongest lofts and heads were bigger

than some so no surprise they racked up a joint longest

carry stat. Bottom line: A very strong crossover set between

the better player and game-improvement iron.

Cobra King Forged Tec £599 (s) £699 (g)    I  www.cobragolf.co.uk

Availability: 3-GW (Stock set 4-GW)

Stock shafts: KBS C-Taper Lite

Seven-iron loft and length: 30˚ /

37.25in

Our verdict: A stable, playable iron with a decent head shape

and a degree of forgiveness. Ball speed drop off for off-centre

hits was very solid. Bottom line: If you want the looks of a

player's iron but are not the best ball-striker, they are for you.

Mizuno MP-25 £115 per iron (s)   I  Golf.mizunoeurope.com

Availability: 3-PW Stock shafts:
Dynamic Gold / Project X  

Seven-iron loft and length: 34˚ /

36.75in

Our verdict: One of the most beautiful, clean and crisp looks

at address. A bit more friendly than Vapor Pro. Very low drop

off on mishit stats. Bottom line: Looks, feel and playability.

Progressive shafts tailor flex, launch and spin throughout.

Nike Vapor Pro Combo £699.99 (s)  I  www.nike.com/golf

Availability: 2-PW (Stock set 4-PW)

Stock shaft: Dynamic Gold Pro

Seven-iron loft and length: 34˚ /

37.25in

Our verdict: Slightly larger heads aimed at a wider audience.

An excellent all-rounder of looks with a degree of forgiveness.

Bottom line: An excellent blend of forgiveness, feel, looks

and distance – and get fitted to maximise the benefits.

Ping i £112(s) £124 (g)  I  www.ping.com

Availability: 3-UW Stock shafts:
CFS Distance (s) CFS Graphite (g)

Seven-iron loft and length: 34˚ /

37.25in

Our verdict: Simple, unfussy yet some of the best looking.

Held its own when it came to distance. Spin was a little lower

than most so offer penetrating trajectory. Bottom line: Tech-

packed iron performs as nicely as it looks. Feel & playability.

Srixon Z 745 £690   I  www.srixon.co.uk

Availability: 3-PW (Stock set 5-PW)

Stock shaft: True Temper Dynamic

Gold Seven-iron loft and length:
32˚ / 37in

Our verdict: Love how satin hosel and top-edge are blended

with a polished sole and back to eliminate glare yet also look

enticing. Bottom line: Beautifully designed with game-

enhancing tech thanks to tungsten toe and heel weighting.

Titleist 716 CB £117(s) £133 (g) per club  I  www.titleist.co.uk

Availability: 2-PW Stock shaft: True

Temper Dynamic Gold AMT

Seven-iron loft and length: 35˚ /

37in

Our verdict: PSi Tours are aimed at seriously good players,

so there are performance trade-offs with such a beautiful

looking set. Bottom line: Some slot and pocket tech are a

help – but you need to hit it like Sergio to use these properly.

TaylorMade PSi Tour £899 (s)  I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Availability: 2-PW (Stock set 3-PW)

Shaft: Mitsubishi Rayon Kuro Kage

(g) KBS C-Taper Lite (s) Seven-iron
loft & length: 31.5˚/ 36.75in

Our verdict: More curvy in appearance with a decent cavity,

so forgiveness and drop off in ball speed and carry were very

consistent. Liked satin finish. Bottom line: As promised, a

perfect mix between better player and game-improver cavity.

Wilson Staff FG Tour F5 £599.99 (s) £699.99 (g)  I  www.wilson.com

Availability: 3-GW (Stock set 4-PW)

Stock shaft: Dynamic Gold XP (s)

Mitsubishi Rayon (g) Seven-iron loft
and length: 35˚ / 37.25in

Our verdict: Soles are a little wider, toes a little higher and

has a small cavity-back and pocket cavity. Stats excellent –

up around game-improvement level. Bottom line: Blends

looks with powerful all-round performance. But not cheap.

Yonex N1-CB £1199 (s) £1249 (g)   I  www.yonex.co.uk

Availability: 4-PW Stock shaft: 
Nippon 950 (s) Yonex NST310 (g)

Seven-iron loft and length: 32 deg

/ 36.75in

Five micro bags to lighten your load

Titleist 4UP 

£175 

www.titleist.co.uk

Ping MoonLite

£70
www.ping.com

Su  

£159
www.brandfusionltd.co.uk

Callaway Hyper-Lite 1+ 

£65 
www.callawaygolf.com

TaylorMade Quiver 

£64.99 
www.taylormadegolf.com

TOUR SET-UPS

The best players on tour hit 

it inside 17ft from 125-150 

yards…these are the irons 

they use to seek out the pin.

1 Henrik Stenson 15ft 8in 

average from 125-150 yds 

Uses: Callaway Legacy 

Black Irons + Callaway MD3 

Milled wedges

2 Robert Garrigus 16ft 5in 

average from 125-150 yds

Uses: TaylorMade RSi 

Forged Irons + Titleist Vokey 

wedges

3 Adam Scott 16ft 6in 

average from 125-150 yds

Uses: Titleist 680 MB 

Forged irons + Titleist Vokey 

SM6 wedges

4 Kevin Na 16ft 7in average 

from 125-150 yds 

Uses: Titleist AP2 716 

Forged irons + Titleist Vokey 

Spin Milled 200 wedges

5 Kevin Kisner 17ft 3in 

average from 125-150 yds

Uses: Callaway Apex Pro 

Forged Irons + Callaway 

Mack Daddy 2 wedges

WHAT THE STARS 
USE TO HIT IT CLOSE
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THE EXPERT

O We made 39 versions of 

the Chrome Soft before we 

got what we wanted. 
We have 21 people working in 
the Callaway Golf Ball R&D team 
including two Phd polymer 
chemists, an aerodynamicist and 
chemical engineers. The team 
work every day trying to find the 
next generation hex pattern, new 
geometry or improved 
aerodynamic performance…
which is a big part of the ball.    

O Thousands of hours have 

gone into the development 

of the Chrome Soft.

Half the work our team has done 
for two years has been related to 
the Chrome Soft. We make 
prototypes from start to finish in 
our R&D labs, so there are mills 
and mixers blending materials, 
an injection-moulding lab to 
create different layers of the ball 
and a painting lab – and that’s all 
before we even start internal 
testing. We do a ton of robot and 
cannon testing in the lab so 
1000s if not hundreds of 
thousands of shots have been hit 
during the testing process. 

O A lot of our work is 

figuring out what the golfer 

actually wants.

A lot of research points to golfers 
wanting softer balls. Only a few 
per cent hit the centre of the face 
on every shot so toe and heel 
shots end up feeling bad. Softer 
balls improve this, just like they 
do playing in cold weather. 
So we’re working to improve 
aerodynamics and construction 
in the softer balls we produce.

O After internal screening 

we take new ball prototypes 

out to tour players.

They are so finely tuned that 
they can tell the minutest of 
differences between each model. 

DAVE BARTELS 
SENIOR INNOVATION 
MANAGER OF 
CALLAWAY GOLF 
BALL R&D

TOP10MALLETPUTTERS

Our verdict: Proof that MOI mallets don’t always have to look bizarre to
perform. This twin-fanged design is really stable and for a reasonable-sized
head it performed extremely well on off-centre strikes. Bottom line: Efficient
production process sees Benross produce this top quality for under £100.

Benross Casino CNC Milled Shooter £89.99   I  www.benrossgolf.com

Headweight: 355g
Grip: Concept 10 
Parallel Mid

Our verdict: Extra headweight improves stability. Won’t win a beauty contest,
but all parts are precision milled. Grooved face seemed to grab putts really
well and turned that into topspin rather than skid. Bottom line: No doubting
the quality and while more of an acquired taste, this MOI model performs.

Bettinardi Inovai £259   I  www.bettinardi.co.uk

Headweight: 395g
Grip: Black 15in 
Lamkin

Our verdict: A simple black head is teamed with a single sight line for
alignment; works really well. If your stroke’s straight back and down the line
it’s difficult to beat the Matter at this price point. Bottom line: A full on mallet
with a much more traditional head and grip size than many alternatives.

Nike Method Matter M5-12 £99   I  www.nike.com/golf

Headweight: 345g
Grip: Nike Method

Our verdict: If you’re a fan of MOI-style putters you’d be missing a trick not to
try Counter Balancing as the extra stability has very few trade-offs. The head
is cleverly in two sections to increase stability and MOI. Bottom line: We rate
it highly, and love that you can tune counter weighting to your game.

Nike Method Converge Counter-Flex S1-12 £169   I www.nike.com/golf

Headweight: 370g
Grip: Nike 
Counterflex (with 
75g Backweight)

Our verdict: If you need ultimate putter head stability then you’ve found your
match. We thought there was a real difference in consistency with the Fang
and lower MOI putters. Bottom line: Two-ball design is still as good as ever
and the combination Fusion RX insert gives a firm feel and end-over-end roll.

Odyssey Works 2Ball Fang £169 - £189   I  www.odysseygolf.com

Headweight: 380g
Grip: Odyssey 
traditional Rubber 
or SuperStroke 3.0

Our verdict: The #7 head is an incredibly stable design. All testers preferred
the heaviest weight settings for both head and counter balancing. We liked
the simple silver and black head cosmetics. Bottom line: The #7’s not quite a
classic but it's well on its way; already used by Stenson, Donald and Poulter.

Odyssey Works Tank Cruiser #7 £219   I  www.odysseygolf.com

Headweight: 375g
Grip: SuperStroke

Our verdict: Wide, stretched body is ideal for increasing forgiveness and we
liked the head's simplicity. There’s one long sight line in the centre and two
smaller lines to highlight the edges of the ball. Bottom line: You can tailor the
club to your own preference and putters don’t come much more forgiving.

Ping Cadence TR Ketsch £199  I  www.ping.com 

Headweight: 355g 
– 380g
Grip: Cadence 
Traditional

Our verdict: Bigger head than others in Scotty’s range for extra forgiveness.
There’s some interesting optical tricks with black and white sections and lines
on the back of the X7 to help you align squarely. Bottom line: Bears classy
cosmetics but also has the ability to help stabilise a wonky putting stroke too.

Scotty Cameron Futura X7 £320  I  www.titleist.co.uk

Head weight: 
Length variable
Grip: Matador Red 
Midsize

Our verdict: Adds to forgiveness of the X7’s fanged body design by joining
up the fangs at the back. The heavier steel chassis raises stability while the
lighter aluminium sole and face unit double up as highly-visual alignment
lines too. Bottom line: Totally aimed at stability – and delivers on ambition.

Scotty Cameron Futura X7M £320   I  www.titleist.co.uk

Head weight: 

Length variable
Grip: Matador Red 
Midsize

Our verdict: Not many putters are wider at the back than the face. But to
create an MOI monster it's exactly what’s required to max out stability. Some
may say it is too big and ugly but this is uber-stable. Bottom line: If ultimate
stability is what you’re after you’d be mad not to at least consider this.

TaylorMade OS Spider £179   I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Head weight: 350g
Grip: SuperStroke 
Mid-Slim 2.0

The gloves worn by the world's top-five golfers

2 Jordan Spieth

Under Armour Strikeskin Tour 

£20

www.underarmour.co.uk

1 Jason Day

TaylorMade Tour Preferred

£16.99

www.taylormadegolf.com

3 Rory McIlroy

Nike Tour Classic 

£17

www.nike.com/golf

4 Bubba Watson

GFore Collection

£25

www.gfore.com

5 Rickie Fowler

Titleist Players Glove 

£20

www.titleist.co.uk 
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BUYING ADVICE

WHAT PUTTER 
TYPE SUITS YOU?

O Blade

Have narrow heads and 

typically are toe and heel 

weighted, which improves 

stability pe  

on mishits    

have toe-h

balance th

finger tip),

means the

suited to g

an arcing

stroke.

OMallet

Come in all shapes and

sizes and their wider

bodies can help improve 

resistance to twistin  (MOI) 

when   

putts   

Mallet

face b

have t

can b

a wide

of put

stroke

OMOI

MOI is increasingly talked

about with putters. Their

heads generally are the 

biggest you’ll find. Often 

they h   

weight  

furthe

the fac

more

Best s

a strai

back a

throug

TOP
TEN

TOP10TOUR BALLS

Our verdict: Designed to deliver Tour-proven performance and exceptional feel thanks to its lower
compression. Four-piece construction means it can deliver increased performance throughout the bag,
say Callaway. Expect fast ball speeds from the tee but also, thanks to its urethane cover and HEX
aerodynamics, extra control from 100 yards and in. Phil Mickelson and Patrick Reed are big fans.

Callaway Chrome Soft £32.99  I  www.callawaygolf.com

Our verdict: A Tour-level ball designed to minimise spin off the tee to maximise distance. Made in four
layers the ball has a RZN core to deliver faster energy transfer for more ball speed and distance while
still giving short-game feel. Improved aerodynamics thanks to the 13,558 micro-dimples on the cover.
Nike say the MOI’s higher thanks to a slightly heavier cover. Tony Finau plays the Black on tour.

Nike RZN Tour Black £40  I  www.nike.com/golf

Our verdict: The ball the majority of Nike’s staff players use. Speedlock technology between the core
and mantle layers optimises energy transfer for greater ball speeds but also delivers a softer feel too.
Greater short-game spin and improved aerodynamics thanks to the 13,558 micro-dimples on cover.
Nike also say the MOI’s higher thanks to a slightly-heavier cover. McIlroy, Casey and Koepka all use it.

Nike RZN Tour Platinum £40 a dozen  I  www.nike.com/golf

Our verdict: Tour-level multi-layered ball crammed full of technology. An “energetic gradient growth”
core optimises spin, trajectory, acceleration and responsiveness. Second generation Spinskin urethane
cover increases frictional force to maximise greenside spin and control. Gives Srixon's most spin and
feel around greens. For swing speeds 90-105mph. Keegan Bradley and JB Holmes use the Z-Star.

Srixon Z-Star £45  I  www.srixon.co.uk

Our verdict: Tour-level multi-layered ball full of tech. An “energetic gradient growth” core optimises
spin, trajectory, acceleration and responsiveness. Second generation Spinskin urethane cover raises
frictional force to maximise greenside spin and control. Compared to the Z-Star it offers lower spinning
and more penetrating ball flight. For swing speeds 90-105mph. Graeme McDowell, Shane Lowry use it.

Srixon Z-Star XV £45  I  www.srixon.co.uk

Our verdict: Has an 80 compression, four-layer construction and a next generation Speed Mantle inner
layer for a softer-feeling ball which still maintains the performance characteristics of the original Tour
Preferred ball. Expect a slightly higher ball flight compared to the Tour Preferred X along with Tour-
level short-game spin, feel and control.

TaylorMade Tour Preferred £44.99  I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Our verdict: Has an 87 compression, five-layer construction and a thicker urethane cover to deliver low
spin off the tee for maximum yards but with more greenside spin; used by Jason Day, Dustin Johnson
and Sergio Garcia. Took 43 different prototypes to get the ball their Tour staff wanted. Delivers a low
iron ball flight with extra wedge control, offering the perfect blend of distance, spin, feel and control.

TaylorMade Tour Preferred X £44.99  I  www.taylormadegolf.com

Our verdict: Titleist is the most played ball on tour and they have the most amount of winners. Pro V1
offers more short-game spin and control with softer feel and a penetrating trajectory for exceptional
distance. Expect the Pro V1 to launch lower than the Pro V1x and its three-piece construction has a
soft compression, to increase feel. Rickie Fowler, Adam Scott and Henrik Stenson use it every week.

Titleist Pro V1 £50 a dozen  I  www.titleist.co.uk

Our verdict: Titleist is the most played ball on tour and they have the most amount of winners. Pro V1x
offers more short-game spin and control with softer feel, along with a high launch and low spin from
the tee for exceptional distance. Four-piece construction, and will fly higher than the Pro V1. Jordan
Spieth, Bubba Watson, Zach Johnson and a bunch of other players put the Pro V1x in play every week.

Titleist Pro V1x £50 a dozen  I  www.titleist.co.uk

Our verdict: Our least expensive Tour-level ball, but Wilson insist it’s a high-performance offering. Four-
layer construction with a 70 compression that Wilson say is designed for the better player. Soft core 
and softer compression translates to excellent feel through the bag. A urethane cover and the mantle 
layers between core and cover deliver low driver spin for maximum carry distance. Penetrating flight.

Wilson Staff FG Tour £35  I  www.wilson.com

FOR MORE GEAR ADVICE PLUS VIDEO VERDICTS
& PICTURES VISIT WWW.TODAYSGOLFER.CO.UK

PLUS BUYING SECONDHAND? TG WILL HELP YOU CHOOSE

Looking for new equipment? Don’t buy a thing until 
you’ve checked the reviews on our new-look website
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t’s hard to believe Ayrshire is only

Scotland’s third favourite golfing

region. It’s beaten by Fife, starring

Home of Golf St Andrews of course, and East

Lothian. Anywhere else in the world and it

would undoubtedly be number one by a

country mile.

Ayrshire has everything when it comes to

golf courses. That includes a pair of current

Open Championship rota venues (Royal

Troon, scene of this summer’s quest for the

Claret Jug, and Trump Turnberry) and

Prestwick, the birthplace of The Open; the

world’s oldest championship started here in

1860 and the club hosted it 24 times, a

record exceeded only by St Andrews.

No wonder then it’s usually the first

stopping-off point for Americans eager to

sample golf’s birthplace in all its history,

pedigree and glory before moving east to the

likes of St Andrews, Muirfield and company

and the treats in store around Aberdeen and

beyond in the Highlands. They leave the west

coast thrilled and full of expectation with the

class Ayrshire acts very hard, virtually

impossible, to follow.

But Ayrshire excels not just in terms of its

quality but also its quantity. The region offers

nearly 50 courses, and if you walk south on

the beach from Irvine to Ayr you’ll pass a

I

Barassie  

Sloping  greens, 

deep bunkers 

and dog-legs  set 

a stiff links test.

This west Scotland golf belt offers a superb supporting cast to the Open venue  

Walking on Ayr
W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N

REGIONAL GUIDE  

➔
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big guns will set you back a small

fortune, especially in high season – a

hefty £250 if you’re looking to

experience would-be US president

Donald Trump’s awesome refurbished

Ailsa course at Turnberry this summer,

scheduled to reopen on June 1. You

can read more about architect Martin

Ebert’s changes on page 20.

So it must be said and stressed that

the county provides some of the best

value golf in the UK, a state of affairs

led by South Ayrshire Council who run

and own a smashing collection of

municipal courses including the Troon

Links trio of Lochgreen, Darley and

ORoyal Troon

Green fees: £165-

£220, including free

round on Portland

course. Contact:

01292 311555.

OTrump

Turnberry

Green fees: £250

midweek, £275

weekends (after

midday). Contact:

01655 331000.

OPrestwick

Green fees: £165

midweek, £190

weekends. Contact:

01292 477404.

ODundonald

Green fees:

£55-£105. Contact:

01294 314000.

OWestern Gailes

Green fees:

£150, includes

two-course lunch

& course guide in

midweek. Contact:

01294 311649.

seemingly never-ending stream of

courses and in fact there’s probably

only a half-mile stretch where you

won’t come across one.

But of course, Turnberry, Troon

and Prestwick would all feature

prominently on the must-play lists of

golfers everywhere and, sure enough,

it’s great to stick them on your CV

and put a big tick against their name.

Between them they’re bound to

provide enough memories for a

lifetime; Turnberry’s breathtaking

coastal stretch of holes around the

turn, overlooked by the grand old

lighthouse (which Trump has turned

into a halfway house by the way), how

you licked the famous par-3 Postage

Stamp at Troon, and fared on

Prestwick’s 17th, better known as Alps

– the second hole on the original 12-

hole course that hosted the first 12

Opens. Precious little has changed

here in over a century-and-a-half. The

wonderful, remarkable ancient links

has a variety of long and short holes,

undulating greens, deep penal pot

bunkers and fescue rough and indeed

is a museum in itself.

But while Ayrshire’s links legends

deservedly grab the limelight, those

Fullarton, spotlighted elsewhere in this

issue.

You’ll find another pair in Belleisle &

Seafield, two James Braid layouts, on

the outskirts of Ayr and now

impressively served by a striking new

£1.5m clubhouse featuring new

changing and starter facilities, pro

shop, club rooms, lounge area and a

golf simulator room.

Braid’s grand-daughter Marjorie

Mackie attended the opening of the

new clubhouse and said: “It perfectly

complements the surrounding

grounds and I’m sure my grandfather

would have approved. Belleisle and

Turnberry 

Remodelled 11th 

intensifies the 

Atlantic drama.

Thecourses
Troon Portland

Play this fun links

for nowt with an Old

Course green fee.
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Seafield are the second of his ‘double’

courses – after the King’s and Queen’s

at Gleneagles – which leaves them in

good company.”

Richard Gordon, head pro at

Belleisle added: “I’ve been coming to

Belleisle since I was two-years-old and

the new clubhouse perfectly

complements the standard of courses

we have here.”

The towns of Troon and Prestwick

are the main golfing hubs and

wherever you stay in them you’ve got

16 links, excluding Turnberry, within a 

10-minute drive. Our base was the 

friendly South Beach Hotel, literally 

down the road from Royal Troon and 

ultra-convenient for many courses. In 

fact you could stay here and not 

bother with a car, walking to the Old 

Course and the Troon Links threesome 

Thecoursesand maybe getting a cab to a cluster

of other nearby courses including

Kilmarnock (Barassie) and Irvine.

You’ll find an assortment of golfer-

friendly bars and restaurants in Troon

and Prestwick and of course in the

summer, specially this summer,

they’re jam-packed with golfers from

all over the UK and the world. Many of

course make the short trip – about 30

minutes by car or train – from

Glasgow, Scotland’s largest city.

But back to Barassie which is well

worth checking out and is one of

many hidden gems along with Irvine

and West Kilbride, the latter

wonderfully plotted on a narrow strip

of land bordered by farmland on one

side and the beach on the other with

dramatic Firth of Clyde views with OB

coming into play on 12 holes.

Another surprise package and

arguably the pick of the inland layouts

is Largs, one-time home course of 

Bob and Sam Torrance. This scenic 

track overlooks the Firth of Clyde bay 

and is currently celebrating its 125th 

anniversary. Meanwhile another 

outstanding non-links can be found at 

Rowallan Castle near Kilmarnock and 

the home of a rapidly developing Colin ➔

Irvine

Underrated tracklaid

outonpuregolfland.

Dundonald

Phillips creation

testing power

and precision.

Prestwick   

Avoid the grave-

yard, and golf

through history.

Courses

DO IT YOURSELF

O�Where to stay

Base yourself in Troon and 

Prestwick and you’ll find all kinds 

of accommodation options. 

We opted for the former and 

stayed at the splendid South 

Beach Hotel (www.southbeach.

co.uk) literally down the road 

from Royal Troon – proprietor 

Stewart Watt is a member 

there. Naturally you can stay in 

style – and sheer luxury – at the 

recently expensively refurbished 

Trump Turnberry.

O Do it yourself

Deal 1: Par-3 package – Three

nights’ B&B at the South Beach

Hotel and unlimited golf at

Lochgreen, Darley and Belleisle,

costs £225 (Mon-Thurs) & £235

(Fri-Sun) based on two sharing

standard twin/double room. To

book call 01292 312033.

Deal 2: Par 4 package – Three

nights’ B&B at the South Beach

Hotel and three rounds at

Barassie, Irvine and Prestwick

St Nicholas costs £285pp based

on two sharing standard twin/

double room (surcharge for

smaller parties & weekends). To

book call 01292 312033.

Deal 3: 19th Hole package –

Two nights’ B&B and Gailes

Experience Golf (Western Gailes,

Gailes Links and Dundonald

Links) costs from £305pp. To

book call 01292 312033.

‘West Kilbride 

offers dramatic 

Firth of Clyde 

views, with OB  

on 12 holes’

O Gailes Links

Green fees: 

£60-£95. Contact: 

01294 311561.

O Kilmarnock 

(Barassie)

Green fees: £60 

midweek, £70 

weekends. Contact: 

01292 313920.

O Irvine GC

Green fees: £60. 

Contact: 01294 

275979.

O Rowallan 

Castle

Green fees: £40. 

Contact: 01563 

530550.

O Largs

Green fees: 

£25-£45. Contact: 

01475 673594.

O Belleisle/

Seafield

Green fees: £32 

(Belleisle), £20 

(Seafield). Contact: 

01292 616255.

Western Gailes

Part of the Gailes 

Experience 

package deal.

Turnberry

Remodelled, 

and even more 

spectacular.



Montgomerie creation. Monty-style

faders will have a ball.

After the Big Three, the next best

three are Dundonald Links, Western

Gailes and Gailes Links, all absolute

gems and outstanding courses in their

own right. And the good thing is that

thanks to the Gailes Golf Experience

pass you can enjoy them for £240

which will save you around £100 on

normal green fee rates. This is just one

of several discounted golf passes up

for grabs.

Kyle Phillips-designed Dundonald

will again host the Ladies’ Scottish

Open in late July but really grabs the

limelight next year when it stages the

star-studded men’s Scottish Open

which should put it firmly on the map

and encourage more visitors to try it

out for themselves.

If you’re in the Prestwick area you

should also find time to tackle the

fabled links’ neighbour Prestwick St

Nicholas, an Old Tom Morris course

and home of the 26th oldest club in

the world – Old Tom was a founding

honorary member. Nearby Prestwick

St Cuthbert is more inland but again

great value.

If you’ve got the time, hop on a ferry

and visit magical Arran. Scotland’s

seventh biggest island is teeming not

just with wildlife, whisky and fun, but

also friendly and quirky golf. Pick of

the bunch is 12-hole Shiskine which,

thanks to its many blind shots, you will

just have to play twice.

OPrestwick St

Nicholas

Green fees: £65

midweek, £70

weekends. Contact:

01292 477608.

OWest Kilbride

Green fees: £55

midweek, £30

weekends (after

3pm). Contact:

01294 823042.

ORoyal Troon

(Portland)

Green fees:

Complimentary

when booked to

play the Old Course.

Contact: 01292

311555.

Thecourses

Dundonald

Scottish Open 

host both for 

the men and 

women.

OFF COURSE

O�The bright lights and many 

attractions of Glasgow, Scotland’s 

largest city, are about half-an-hour 

away.

O�Indulge in a whisky tasting 

experience at AD Rattray near 

Turnberry.

O�Pick of the area’s stunning 

castles is Culzean Castle, again 

near Turnberry and where 

President Eisenhower used to 

stay.

O�Visit the cottage and museum 

of Ayrshire’s favourite son Robbie 

Burns in Alloway outside Ayr.

O�Useful website addresses

www.ayrshiregolfscotland.com

www.golfsouthayrshire.com

‘The Gailes Golf 

Experience lets 

you save £100 on 

three outstanding 

links courses’



Unsung links heroes
You can create your own Open Championship at these top-value seaside tracks…

HALF-PRICE GOLF

1 
Seascale, Cumbria

Par 71, 6,059 yards

A top England seaside layout with most of 

the thrills happening on the challenging 

back nine. It runs close to the sea and 

features three closing holes capable of 

ruining most scorecards. Ignore the fact it’s 

just over 6,000 yards because the wind is 

nearly always a factor.

2-FORE!-1: Mon-Sat.

Green fees: £35 midweek, £40 weekends.

Contact: 01946 728202.

2 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset

Par 70, 6,002 yards

Although relatively unknown outside the 

county, Weston is a great test of links play 

and provides Bristol Channel views as well 

as some of the best greens around. Other 

plus points include that it’s easy walking 

and is in terrific condition year-round.

2-FORE!-1: All week.

Green fees: £60 midweek, £80 weekends.

Contact: 01934 626968.

3 
Perranporth, Cornwall

Par 72, 6,296 yards

Not James Braid’s best-known course by 

any means, but Perranporth is a stunning 

undulating layout perched high on the cliffs 

above the eponymous town. It will literally 

take your breath away, being ultra quirky 

with several ‘blind’ drives. Perranporth is 

great fun and memorable holiday golf.

2-FORE!-1: Mon-Fri.

Green fees: £54 midweek (2-FORE!-1 price, 

£27), £42 weekends.

Contact: 01872 572454.

4
Fraserburgh, Aberdeenshire

Par 70, 5,830 yards

Overshadowed by superstar neighbours 

such as Royal Aberdeen and Trump 

International, Fraserbugh nevertheless has 

bags of pedigree of its own. It’s the seventh 

oldest golf club in the world, and is a 

totally unspoiled ancient links with wildly 

undulating fairways, sand hills, wonderful 

views and spectacular holes.

2-FORE!-1: Tues & Thurs.

Green fees: £45 midweek, £45-£55 

weekends.

Contact: 01346 516616.

5
Borth & Ynyslas, Ceredigion

Par 70, 6,041 yards

Overlooks Cardigan Bay on the river Dovey 

estuary and is a joy to play whatever time 

of the year. Precision is a must off the tee 

early on and several elevated greens 

means you need to be pretty accurate with 

your approach play throughout too.

2-FORE!-1: All week.

Green fees: From £30 (£20 2-FORE!-1 

price).

Contact: 01970 871202.

6 
Portpatrick (Dunskey), Galloway

Par 70, 5,622 yards

Cracking 27-hole venue, although it’s 

undoubtedly the Dunskey that takes centre 

stage, offering a wonderful combination of 

challenging holes along with magnificent 

panoramic views. It’s more entertaining 

than the Royal Variety Show.

2-FORE!-1: All week. 

Green fees: £60 a day.

Contact: 01776 810273.

7 
North Shore, Lincolnshire

Par 71, 6,214 yards

More quality holiday golf on another Braid 

seaside track in popular Skegness. It 

features a mix of links and parkland holes 

including a ‘blind’ par 3 and driveable par 

4s – the last is of the latter form, with the 

green in front of the on-site hotel.

2-FORE!-1: All week.

Green fees: £38 midweek, £48 weekends.

Contact: 01754 763298.

PLAY MORE PAY LESS

V I S I T 

W W W. 2 41G O L F.C O M

T O G E T YO U R

VO U C H E R S

T O DAY

Don’t miss it

Fraserburgh

is the secret 

star of links 

in Aberdeen.

Courses



140 ISSUE 349 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.UK

▲ Greetham Valley

Just off the A1 you’ll find this golfing

oasis featuring contrasting 18-hole

courses (Lakes & Valley), a short course,

range and on-site hotel which means it’s

ideal for a day out or short break.

Green fees: £22.50 midweek, £27.50

weekends. Tel: 01780 460444.

he ultimate golfers’weekend in…                
The home of the shock Premier League champions, Leicestershire – along with                

Pick of the crop Stay & Play 2-FORE!-1 stars
Kedleston Park ▲

Arguably Derbyshire’s finest, Kedleston

has staged Open qualifying and is a

mature James Braid parkland with

generous sloping greens. Just under

7,000 yards, it’s a good all-round test.

Green fees: £70 midweek, £80

weekends. Tel: 01332 840035.

Hinckley ▲

This highly rated par-71 parkland is south

west of Leicester and opened in 1983

though golf was first played at Hinckley

in 1894 on the original nine-hole Burbage

Common. Unusually finishes with a

222-yard par 3.

Green fees: From £22. Tel: 01455 615124.

▲ Chapel-en-le-Frith

Breathtakingly sits on the valley floor

between Chapel-en-le-Frith and Whaley

Bridge on the edge of Combs Reservoir

so you’re afforded majestic views of the

surrounding peaks. Finishes in style with

two lengthy par 4s and a par-5 climax.

Green fees: £35. Tel: 01298 812118.

▲ Luffenham Heath

The handiwork of Harry Colt, this is the

pride of Rutland but belongs to the Leics

& Rutland GU. This classic, fast-draining

heathland layout has charm, character

and challenge – in abundance.

Green fees: £60 midweek, £65

weekends. Tel: 01780 720205.

Morley Hayes

The gently undulating par-72 Manor

parkland course is the chief attraction,

backed up by the nine-hole Tower layout,

excellent practice facilities and an on-site

hotel and restaurant serving great food.

Green fees: £26 midweek, £30

weekends. Tel: 01332 780480.

Glen Gorse

Flat and easy-walking mature parkland

course and big hitters will fancy their

chances on the quartet of makeable par

5s. However, the closing three holes are

reckoned to be among the most

challenging in the county.

Green fees: £25-£45. Tel: 0116 271 3748.

Cosby

Home of a splendid course matched by

impressive off-course facilities including

a floodlit 10-bay range and new short

game practice area. It’s a clay-based par-

71 parkland with a river coming into play

on several holes.

Green fees: £35. Tel: 0116 286 4759.

Chesterfield

This is the proud home of an established

parkland course which boasts a

challenging front nine and stunning north

east Derbyshire views. The tricky double-

tiered greens demand a red hot putter.

Green fees: £50 midweek, £60

weekends. Tel: 01246 279256.

Longcliffe

This quality par 72 is majestically carved

out of the ancient and scenic Charnwood

Forest and unusually starts with a par 3.

It’s a wonderful century-old private

members’ club outside Loughborough.

Green fees: £40 midweek, £50

weekends. Tel: 01509 239129.

Stapleford Park ▲

A splendid Donald Steel creation which

has seen European Seniors Tour action.

It’s relatively flat and open parkland with

a sprinkling of water features, and is

overlooked by a classy luxury hotel with

excellent facilities.

Green fees: £60. Tel: 01572 787044.

Breadsall Priory

A Marriott venue just outside Derby

offering two contrasting 18-hole layouts –

the Priory and Moorland – supported by

a splendid hotel. Star attraction though is

the scenic undulating parkland Priory.

Green fees: £55 midweek, £60

weekends. Tel: 01332 836016.

UK BREAKS
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theEastMidlands

The insider’s guide

                     neighbouring Derbyshire – boasts some surprisingly good golf courses…

Must Plays Most fun
Charnwood Forest ▲

The oldest course in Leicestershire is an 

attractive, mature James Braid heathland 

nine-holer with no bunkers to negotiate 

but there’s plenty of heather, gorse, deep 

swales and a rustic stone wall to avoid. 

Green fees: £28 midweek (18 holes), £38 

weekends. Tel: 01509 890259.

Cavendish ▲

Challenging Alister MacKenzie layout 

with a splendid variety of holes leading to 

some tricky, sloping MacKenzie greens. 

You need to be on fire with the flat stick! 

It may be under 6,000 yards, but you’ll 

be tested every inch of the way.

Green fees: £20-£30. Tel: 01298 79708.

Buxton & High Peak

A short, quirky but thoroughly 

entertaining open moorland layout with 

breathtaking Peak District National Park 

views and finishing with a driveable par 4 

to a blind green. The ultra-demanding 

par-3 8th is a little beast.

Green fees: £10-£25. Tel: 01298 26263.

The Leicestershire

You have to plot your way round this

historic par-68 layout which is densely 

tree-lined; accuracy is the name of the 

game. The club has recently upgraded 

the course, chiefly on USGA-spec greens.

Green fees: £50 midweek, £60 

weekends. Tel: 0116 273 8825.

Bakewell

Inland courses don’t come more scenic

than this nine-holer. Blessed with Peak

District scenery overlooking the town and

the river Wye, it has been thrilling golfers

for over a century. Tiny, tricky greens.

Green fees: £15 midweek, £20 weekends.

Tel: 01629 812307.

Scraptoft

Another quality mature parkland track in 

a scenic countryside setting. But you 

have to be deadly accurate with every 

club in the bag. Otherwise you’ll regularly 

be scrambling between the trees.

Green fees: £22.50 midweek (members 

& guests weekends). Tel: 0116 241 9000.

▲ Rutland Water

Modern track overlooking Rutland Water 

with a splendid variety of holes, many 

skirting one of Europe’s largest man-

made reservoirs. It plays like an inland 

links in summer with fast, firm fairways.

Green fees: £20 midweek, £25 

weekends. Tel: 01572 737525.

s a tribute to 5,000-1 Premier 

League Champions Leicester 

City, this month our spotlight 

turns to the East Midlands and the top 

courses of Leicestershire and 

neighbouring Derbyshire. 

The Leicestershire & Rutland Golf 

Union has 33 affiliated clubs, a couple 

more than Derbyshire – the gateway to 

the Peak District. This is underrated 

golfing country; indeed, the depth of 

quality on offer means several well-

known courses, including Kilworth 

Springs, Burton-on-Trent and Kirby 

Muxloe didn’t even make our hit list.

O�Where to stay

Leicester and Derby are both sizeable 

cities with plenty of accommodation 

including a wide range of hotels. 

Otherwise if you prefer to be close to the 

golf action, check out the four stay-and-

play venues listed here along with the 

historic country house hotel, restaurant 

and golf course at Horsley Lodge, a short 

drive from Derby.

O�Useful website addresses:

www.englandgolf.org/golfcentral/golf-

clubs/leicestershire

www.goleicestershire.com/tourist-

information-centres.aspx

www.englandgolf.org/golfcentral/golf-

clubs/derbyshire/

www.visitpeakdistrict.com

OWhere to eat & drink

You’ll do well to better the Dovecote

restaurant at Morley Hayes – it has been

awarded two AA Rosettes and has

claimed the Derbyshire Restaurant of the

Year title. But book well in advance.

O Other things to do

• At the Heights of Abraham in Matlock

Bath, you can take a cable car to the 

summit followed by a guided tour of its 

famous caverns.

• Leicester’s award-winning National 

Space Centre is the UK’s largest 

attraction dedicated to space.

• Hinckley’s Twycross Zoo is a World 

Primate Centre set in 80 acres with over 

500 animals and almost 150 species.

• Delve into history at Rockingham 

Castle, Market Harborough, built on the 

orders of William the Conqueror.

• Chatsworth House, home of the Duke 

and Duchess of Devonshire, is in the 

heart of the Peak District.

▲ Chevin

You’ll discover this hidden gem a short 

drive from Derby. Chevin is a tad quirky: 

a mixed parkland and moorland course 

with good greens and superb countryside 

views. You’ll also find it in great year-

round condition.

Green fees: From £32. Tel: 01332 841864.

Courses
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Half a century after golf arrived on the Algarve, it's now better than ever

C
W O R D S K E V I N B R O W N

ALGARVE, PORTUGAL



his wonderful southern belt of 

Portugal is quite justifiably enjoying  

a year of celebration. It is 50 years 

since Henry Cotton’s Penina began the 

Algarve's journey to becoming one of the 

world's leading golf destinations – around the 

time England captain Bobby Moore was lifting 

the World Cup at Wembley in fact.

Whereas England have largely laboured 

since then, the Algarve has developed into 

one of Europe’s leading hotspots. With 35 

courses dotted along the Atlantic coast, it’s a 

golfer’s paradise. The majority of courses are 

located in the central Algarve and the so-

called ‘Golden Triangle’ of Quinta do Lago, 

Almancil and Quarteira. These courses are all 

relatively close to one another, making a trip 

here very accessible and hassle-free.

So, too, does the fact you can fly into Faro 

International Airport from virtually all over the 

UK. It’s an outstanding year-round destination 

too (300 days of sunshine per year) and has 

miles and miles of perfect sandy beaches. 

It has been a winning formula for 50 years 

and it is no wonder it’s proved such a magnet 

for travelling British golfers. 

In 2015 the region surpassed one million 

rounds for the year – a new record.

The world-class destination is marking its 

50th year with the introduction of new 

‘Golden Tees’ – from June, the Algarve’s top 

courses will feature specially-commissioned 

commemorative golden tee markers and 

visiting players will be invited to play from 

them, getting the chance to register their 

details on a dedicated website for an 

opportunity to win one of 50 golden green 

fees throughout 2017.

Vilamoura is at the centre of the 'Golden 

Triangle' and after a short journey from Faro 

we’re checking into Vila Gale Marina – a 

recently-renovated four-star resort. ➔

Travel

T

Buena vista 

Both courses 

at Vale do 

Lobo have 

super views.
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In the distance, the Atlantic can be seen

from the balcony of our well-appointed room,

which overlooks Vilamoura’s attractive marina

and its wide selection of shops and eateries.

First port of call was Arnold Palmer’s

spectacular Victoria course, a relatively new

star in Vilamoura which has hosted the

Portugal Masters since 2007. 

It was a tough baptism. The Victoria, 7,300

yards from the tips, is a serious test when the

wind is blowing given it is strewn with huge

bunkers and water hazards.

There’s a big finale in the form of a 600-

yard uphill par-5 penultimate hole with water

all the way down the right followed by an

equally demanding and similarly ascending

par 4, water this time protecting the left side.

Next up is the Old Course. Opened in 1969

and renovated in the mid 1990s, this Frank

Pennick design is a must play. Every hole is

flanked by a combination of cork trees and

mature pines. The opening three holes set the

tone – find the fairway or else!

The magnificent stroke index 1 8th is a 460-

yard par 4 that requires a long drive to the left

of the fairway to open up the climbing

approach to a green guarded by sand and

trees. Take a par here and run.

Down the road from Vilamoura you’ll find

the excellent Vila Sol resort, featuring 27 holes

– three loops of nine (Prime, Challenge &

'Vale do Lobo has 

some of the most

spectacular holes 

you can play in  

continental Europe' 

Prestige) – designed by Donald Steel. It

opened in 1991 and the former two make up 

the championship layout, which blends 

seamlessly amid the pine and fig trees.

The 6th is the signature hole – a 570-yard 

par 5 with water left and sand right waiting to 

gobble up wayward tee shots. 

Back at Vilamoura, the Millennium is a par 

72 comprising of nine holes from the formerly 

27-hole Laguna layout and a brand-new nine. 

The result of this 2000 creation is a fun and 

varied test of just over 6,700 yards from the 

competition tees. 

The majority of the course is a wide, open-

your-shoulders type, but there is a surprise in 

store as you cross the road on the front nine 

to play holes three to seven. These resemble 

the Old Course, with fairways flanked by tall 

timber and demanding accuracy.

A short drive away you’ll find the world-

class resorts of Vale do Lobo and 

neighbouring Quinta do Lago. The former 

opened in 1962, four years before the Algarve 

golfing revolution began. Nowadays, both are 

golfing paradises with seven 18-hole courses 

between them.

You’ll discover five of those at Quinta do 

Lago, with the new star attraction being the 

recently-renovated North, which has rightly 

attracted rave reviews since Ryder Cup 

captain Paul McGinley teamed up with 

American architect Beau Welling.

The North has toppled the fabled South, a 

regular European Tour venue, from its perch 

as the resort’s no.1 layout and is a good all-

round test without being overly demanding –

which was the architects’ aim. It’s a resort 

course after all and, sure enough, opens with 

a gentle downhill par 4.

Another QdL superstar is San Lorenzo, 

which is packed with unforgettable holes. The 

stretch from 5 to 7 is comfortably the most 

memorable in the Algarve. The 5th is a dinky 

par 3 played over a valley with an Atlantic 

backdrop while the following hole is a 

spectacular sharp left dog-leg par 4 playing 

along the Ria Formosa Nature Reserve. The 

equally stunning 7th does likewise.

The handiwork of American achitects 

Rocky Roquemore and Joseph Lee, San 

Lorenzo has been entertaining golfers since 

1988 and is owned by JJW Hotels, whose 

Sweet view

The infinity 

green on San 

Lorenzo's 5th.
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Timber guards

The 16that

Oceanico  Old.

Newno.1?

Therenovated

Northcourseat

QuintadoLago.

Travel

Where to stay, off-course ideas and some top deals

All you need to know…

GETTING THERE

Monarch operates flights to Faro

from Birmingham, Leeds Bradford,

Gatwick, Luton and Manchester

airports with fares, including taxes,

starting from £49 one way (£94

return). Visit www.monarch.co.uk

Otherwise there are flights into Faro

from most regional UK airports.

OFF-COURSE HIGHLIGHTS

Besides miles and miles of some of

the best beaches in Europe, a fun

family day out is guaranteed at Zoo

Marine near Albufeira while

Vilamoura bursts into life at night,

especially the marina. You can also

try your luck at the casino featuring

500-plus slot machines, 14 gaming

tables, a restaurant and three bars.

WHERE TO STAY

With several courses and a beautiful

beach on its doorstep, Vilamoura is

extremely popular. You’ll find all

kinds of accommodation on offer

and Vila Gale Marina, overlooking

the marina, is among the best.

Outstanding accommodation is

available in all shapes and sizes at

leading resorts Vale do Lobo and

Quinta do Lago, with the

magnificent modern Conrad

Algarve and the well-established

Dona Filipa the pick of the hotels.

WHEN TO GO

The Algarve is a year-round

destination with a superb year-

round climate and mild

temperatures. It never dips below

10ºC – and boasts more than 300

days of sunshine a year with Sept

and Oct among the best playing

months.

IT’S WORTH KNOWING...

• If you hire a car, pay up front to

use the toll-ladened motorways.

• It’s in the same time zone as the

UK so no need to change watches.

• Take a good supply of balls – they

are more expensive than here.

• Save money on club transit by

using ClubstoHire (www.clubstohire.

com) service at Faro airport – a

week’s rental costs from €35.

• For hassle-free airport parking

check out www.ilovemeetandgreet.

co.uk. Rates are from £40 per week

with discounts for frequent flyers.

OUseful web addresses

www.visitgolfalgarve.com/en/

www.valedolobo.com/

www.conradalgarve.com/

www.donafilipahotel.com

www.vilagale.com/en/hotels/

algarve/vila-gale-marina/

TRY IT FOR YOURSELF….

ODeal 1: Five nights and three

rounds at Vale do Lobo, costs

€112pp per night.

ODeal 2: The Conrad Algarve

three-day package starts from £316

per night in a King Deluxe room

and includes two rounds (QdL

South & Laranjal), two dinners per

person including a glass of wine

and airport transfers.

ODeal 3: Short break golf & spa

package at Dona Filipa Hotel (Nov

19-Jan 14) costs €235 per room per

night, including breakfast, two

dinners, two rounds (San Lorenzo

or Pinheiros) & two-day access to

Vale do Lobo Royal Spa (non-

golfers).

Quinta do Lago 

(North course)

Green fees: From 

€116. Contact: 

00351 289 390 

705.

Vale do Lobo 

(Ocean & Royal)

Green fees: From 

€81. Contact: 

e-mail golf@vdl.pt

San Lorenzo

Green fees: €180.

Contact: 00 351 

289 396 522.

Oceanico 

Victoria

Green fees: From 

€82. Contact: 00 

351 289 320 100.

Oceanico Old 

Course

Green fees: From 

€77. Contact: 00 

351 289 310 341.

Vila Sol

Green fees: From 

€95. Contact: 

00351 289 320 

370.

 Oceanico 

Millennium

Green fees: From 

€53. Contact: 00 

351 289 310 188.

Courses

Tough finish

Victoria's 

600-yard uphill 

par-5 18th!

Flashback

Henry Cotton at 

the opening of 

Penina in 1966.
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luxury, recently re-furbished Dona Filipa 

hotel overlooks the Atlantic on the 

neighbouring Vale do Lobo resort.

 Vale do Lobo boasts an array of other 

outstanding accommodation options – as 

does QdL, the stand-out undoubtedly being 

the swanky new Conrad Algarve. It has 

everything you need – and more – on site.

The same applies to Vale do Lobo, the 

chief attractions being the superb Royal 

and Ocean courses with the assortment of 

bars, shops and restaurants at the beach-

side Praca complex giving them a good run 

for their money and providing a great place 

to unwind in the evenings. 

The lively Monty’s bar & restaurant is 

particularly popular.

The VdL courses are always in mint 

condition whenever you play even although 

they both receive relentless playing ‘traffic’.

Both courses are an absolute must for 

visitors to the area, again providing some of 

the most spectacular holes you’re likely to 

play in continental Europe. 

You certainly won’t face a more thrilling 

and nerve-wracking par 3 than the Royal’s 

16th, played over a gaping clifftop chasm.

Walk off with a par or better from its 

green and you’ll be in sun-dappled golfing 

heaven – a phrase that aptly sums up the 

central Algarve in general.
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Top to bottom:The infinity whirlpools 

offer views of the courses and mountain 

range; both the East and West courses 

permit seaside panoramas ; many of the 

family bedrooms overlook the golf.

Thorbjørn Olesen triumphed on a 

composite course of East and West.

Everything possible is done to 

ensure all members of the family 

enjoy their stay. Other facilities include 

six tennis courts; a 60m two-tiered 

infinity pool; numerous watersports; a 

football pitch; a 170m2 fully-equipped

gym and a collection of running trails

through olive and lemon groves.

The resort’s award-winning 

4,000m2 spa complex includes 11 

treatment rooms, a gym, a yoga 

studio, a 25m indoor lap pool, four 

outdoor Thalassotherapy pools, a 

double-height steam room, male and

female saunas and a spa bar for 

healthy alternatives.

Guests can sample an authentic 

taste of traditional Sicily with an array

of dishes at one of the resort’s four 

restaurants and five bars. 

Five-star sunshine, food and golf is

guaranteed at Verdura.

Other Sicilian golf options include Il

Picciolo Etna Golf Resort & Spa in the

foothills of Mount Etna and the classy

Donnafugata Resort, which boasts two

18-hole courses including Gary 

Player’s Parkland layout and 

undulating sister course the Links.

OGetting there:

BA have launched

a flight to Palermo

from Heathrow 

(from £61 one way) 

while easyJet (from 

£33.49 one way) & 

Ryanair fly there. 

O Contact info:

roccofortehotels.

com; easyjet.com; 

ba.com; ryanair.com

O Do it yourself:

Seven nights’ B&B 

at Verdura from 

€731pp (£540)  

includes five rounds 

(two people in twin/

double ). Call +39 

0925 998180 or 

email reservations.

verdura@

roccofortehotels.com

Verdura has a new 

range of bespoke 

golf and fitness 

packages. The 

three and five-

day programmes 

feature a series of 

tailored golf and 

training sessions – 

with packages from 

€425pp (£335).

Thefactsicily is the biggest island in the

Mediterranean and a fast-

emerging golfing paradise.

The star of the show is on the south- 

west coast – the luxury Sir Rocco 

Forte resort of Verdura. It opened in 

2009 and offers 203 family rooms – 

all with a sea view and many 

overlooking the golf courses.

Designed by Kyle Phillips, the two 

18-hole courses (West & East) plus 

the nine-hole par-3 layout are all 

superb tests. Starting with a par 5, the 

West just about edges it in terms of 

challenge and the best holes are the 

closing four next to the beach. They 

feature a couple of tricky short holes 

and two well-bunkered par 4s. 

The East, also a par 72, is chiefly 

inland on the front nine with the 

exception of the 5th and 6th holes, 

where the sea comes into view. The 

inward stretch gradually works its way 

towards the coastline as you prepare 

for a strong finish.

There are outstanding practice 

amenities, including a double-ended 

range and a splendid nine-holer that 

is ideal for juniors and beginners.

Four years ago Verdura staged the 

European Tour’s Sicilian Open when 

Verdura’s volcanic  allure
On the island of Mount Etna, this is one hot golf resort

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

S

Both Verdura

courses boast

seaside holes.

Travel
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Pro
Guide

Specialist short game
and putting coach,
commited to improving
your game. Current UK
instructor for Pelz Golf.
1 Hour Lesson - £75.
30 Min Lesson - £40.

Undercover
range. Use
Flightscope and
video technology.
Lessons start
from £20 for 30
Minutes.

Tel: 01582 698856
E: cferris@lutonhoo.co.uk
www.lutonhoo.co.uk/tuition

Tel: 01733 380489
E: pmgcproshop@live.co.uk
www.pmgcproshop.co.uk

B E D F O R D S H I R E
C R A I G F E R R I S

LUTON HOO HOTEL GOLF AND SPA(5�)

C A M B R I D G E S H I R E
A D A M C H A M B E R L A I N

PETERBOROUGH MILTON GC

To Advertise in

next months

Pro Guide

please give

Ben a call.

Tel: 01733 363206
E: ben.peck@bauermedia.co.uk
www.todaysgolfer.co.uk

T O A D V E R T I S E
B E N P E C K

TODAYS GOLFER

State-of-the-art
swing studio,
driving range &
short game area.
£55 for 60 mins.
Packages
available.

Tel:  07791 949073
E: mark@golflessonsheffield.co.uk
www.golflessonsheffield.co.uk

S O U T H  Y O R K S H I R E
M A R K  A L L E N

HILLSBOROUGH GOLF CLUB

On Course & Driving

Range Lessons

Incorporating

Video Analysis.

4 for 3 on Lesson

Packages from £60.

Tel:  02476 543141
E: lewis.baker@coventrysports.co.uk
www. brandonwood.co.uk

WA R W I C K S H I R E 

L E W I S B A K E R

BRANDON WOODS GOLF CLUB

Performance
Coaching Driving
range, 18 holes
and short game.
V1 Video software
TG OFFER 60 minute
lesson for £25!

Tel: 01293 530103
E: lea.cooper@glendalegolf.co.uk
www.tilgate-forest-golf-centre.co.uk

W E S T S U S S E X
L E A C O O P E R

TILGATE FOREST GOLF CENTRE

Driving range

and golf

simulator!!

Lessons are

£28.00 for 50

minutes.

Driving Range
and short game
area with video
analysis available.
30 minute
lesson £18.
1 hour lesson £30.

Tel: 01377 253583
E: Kenton.pga@gmail.com
www.kentonwright.co.uk

Tel: 01287 624653
E: mhowes@tgigolf.com
www.saltburngolf.co.uk

E A S T Y O R K S H I R E
K E N T O N W R I G H T

DRIFFIELD GOLF CLUB

N O R T H Y O R K S H I R E
M I K E H O W E S

SALTBURN GOLF CLUB

1 hr On course
lesson followed
by 1 hr swing
lesson £40.00.
Video and GC2
Undercover range
Short game area.

Tel: 07976 364275
E: markgrieve@huntswoodgolf.com
www.huntswoodgolf.com

B U C K I N G H A M S H I R E
M A R K G R I E V E

HUNTSWOOD GC

Play Your

Best Golf!

County Coach

£50 for 1 hour

To Residential

Tuition breaks.

PGA Coach of
the Year (2013)
South West.
Trackman
Zenio Putting
Analysis System.
Video Analysis.

Tel: 01394 383480
E: mail@doctorgolf.co.uk
www.doctorgolf.co.uk

Tel:  07742 258229
E: simonshanksgolf@gmail.com 
www.simonshanksgolf.co.uk

S U F F O L K
S T U A R T  R O B E R T S O N

UFFORD PARK, WOODBRIDGE

W I LT S H I R E 

S I M O N S H A N K S

BOWOOD HOTEL, SPA & GOLF RESORT

Equipped

with:-

Trackman

K-Vest analysis

SAM balance/

putt lab.

Tel:  02089 499200
E:  ian@ianclarkgolf.co.uk
www.ianclarkgolf.co.uk

S U R R E Y
I A N C L A R K

WORLD OF GOLF, NEW MALDEN

Mike Howes

PGA Pro Guide
Let TG help you find your nearest 
pro and become a better golfer

hether you’re a beginner, a mid-handicapper or a 

single-figure golfer, we know you are always looking to 

improve your game and reduce your handicap.

Here at TG we understand that while bashing balls at the range 

can be fun, it can also be time consuming and doesn’t always 

lead to an improvement on the course.

 So to help you we are introducing TG Pro Guide, providing 

you with details of your local PGA Professionals who are 

trained to give you the correct advice and tips in order 

to help you practise, play and improve.

W
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT

www.trethornegolfclub.com
reservations@trethornegolfclub.com

Trethorne 
Golf Club 

Kennards House, 
Launceston, 

Cornwall 
PL15 8QE

01566 
86903

Golf Breaks 2016

Trethorne Golf Club 
& Lodges
Cornwall

2 Day Golf Break from £89.00
3 Day Golf Break from £172.00
4 Day Golf Break from £225.00
1 in every 16 Players goes FREE

The current world’s
top three golfers use an 
alignment mirror to check 
their head position.
You too can lower your 
scores with this portable, 
light, easy to use putting 
mirror, which doubles as a 
handy target hole. 

START
SAVING
PUTTS
NOW!

FITS IN
ANY GOLF

BAG

ENSURES YOUR PUTTER FACE IS
SQUARE TO THE TARGET LINE

SINGLE

£12.99
PRO 2 PACK

£22.99

GOLF

MIRROR
TARGET

ALIGNMENT JUST GOT EASIER
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THE ULTIMATE 
TRAINING TOOL

“A Great Gift Choice”

Visit Swingyde.com for more details & training drills.
 Available through pro shops, golf stores and at:

.com

Great golf,
excellent value

at Ufford Park Woodbridge

Looking for the perfect venue for your
golf break?  Set in the heart of Suffolk,
our 18 hole, par 17 course is ideal for

the beginner or the Pro. 

Breaks include dinner, full English 
breakfast, and complimentary access

to our Health Club, with its gym, &
swimming pool.

Golf breaks from  £93.50* per person

*Terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability.

t   0844 477 1834 (local rate)

w  www.uffordpark.co.uk
Yarmouth Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1QW

HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT
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www.chakatravel.com

we’re the golfing

holiday experts.

enquiries@chakatravel.com

T. 028 9023 2112

Mauritius

Mexico

Thailand

Abu Dhabi

Dubai

USA

Overseas Tournaments & 

Escorted Tours

South Africa

Italy

Seychelles

Turkey

Tenerife

and more...

plu
s

▶ PLAY ◀

2 Rounds

La Quinta Golf

and

Los Arqueros Golf

Includes Buggies

▶ STAY ◀

3 Nights

 Th ree bedroom 

duplex penthouse 

in Puerto Banus 
for 3 to 5 People.

▶ PAY ◀
3 People

£388 per person

4 People

£313 per person

5 People

£270 per person

www.tailormadegolfbreaks.com  U  01273 915037  U  info@tailormadegolfbreaks.com

All prices include Transfers to the Apartment and the Airport but do not include Flights
Visit our website for more off ers

Tailor-Made Golf Breaks 
on the Costa del Sol

Golf Care reserve the right to withdraw this promotion, change premiums or policy cover at any time without notice.

www.golfcare.co.uk/tga66VISIT

CALL 0800 158 5515 Quote Code:

TGA66

www.golfclubgb.co.uk
Need a handicap certificate? - Tel. 020 8391 4666

HOLIDAYS IN OVERSEAS

MISCELLANEOUS

HOLIDAYS IN OVERSEAS

HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND

WEBSPOT

ST ANDREWS
2-BEDROOMED 

MODERN HOUSE 
TO LET JULY

Sleeps 4. Parking, near golf 
courses, beaches & shops etc.

Email:
thomsonjsnr@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01333 312 067 
Mobile: 07527 399202

t: 01439 788212
e: info@thefairfaxarms.co.uk

www.thefairfaxarms.co.uk

Stay
 & Play

17th century coaching inn with 4* 
accommodation, restaurant and bar

t�"XBSE�8JOOJOH�'PPE

t�3FBM�"MFT�BOE�'JOF�8JOFT

t�1JDUVSFTRVF�#FFS�(BSEFO�
by the Stream 

t�'SFF�8J�'J�

t���)PMF�(PMG�$PVSTF�

t�(SFBU�8PPEMBOE�
8BMLT�OFBSCZ

Short breaks to France and Belgium.
The best destinations and loads of offers 

through 2016. Contact us for advice and prices. 
Founded 1994, and we have been there!
01376 327636 golf@fieldsfairway.co.uk

HOLIDAYS 
IN OVERSEAS

HOLIDAYS IN SCOTLANDHOLIDAYS IN OVERSEAS
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- The Only Sport, Craft & Spa -
Hotels in the UK

TheManor
House

Ashbury
Hotels

At least 27 holes of FREE golf with each night of stay!

Set in the foothills of Dartmoor National Park, Devon.
The Ashbury Hotel is the ideal venue for your golf break.

0800 197 7549  ashburygolfhotel.com

��ϳ�ǆ�ϭ��,ŽůĞ��ŽƵƌƐĞ�KƉƟŽŶƐ

• OVER 400 BUGGIES to Hire from £8 - £16

• GROUP DISCOUNTS of up to 10%

• ALL Breaks FULL BOARD

• FREE�tŝŶĞ�ŽŶ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƐ�Θ�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ

• FREE�^ƉŽƌƚ���ƌĂŌ��>ĞŝƐƵƌĞ�Θ�^ƉĂ�&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ

• FREE�'ŽůĨ�WƌĂĐƟĐĞ�&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ

• FREE�dĞĞƟŵĞ�WƌĞ��ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ

#/$ǀĞ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƉůĂǇĞĚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ(
Stephen W - Trip Advisor

Kigbeare 15th
415 yards, Par 4

Oakwood 16th
172 yards, Par 3

Pines 17th
442 yards, Par 2

tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�

ĂďŽƵƚ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�

ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚŽƵƌ�ĂŶĚ�

ǁĞ$ǀĞ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚŽŵĞ�

ĨŽƌ�ϮϰŚƌƐ22�
Bakes71 - Trip Advisor

October FULL BOARD Breaks:
4 Nights Midweek from £272pp
3 Nights Weekend from £261pp

�ƵƚƵŵŶ ƚŽ ^ƉƌŝŶŐ
06/10/16 - 26/04/17

•  FREE Golf  

���Ъ�WƌŝĐĞ��ƵŐŐŝĞƐ���ά�

��ϭϬй�K&&�,ĞĂůƚŚ�Θ��ĞĂƵƚǇ

Kigbeare Par 72 6528
Pines Par 72 6400
Beeches Par 69 5803
Oakwood Par 68 5502
Ashbury 9 + Pines Front 9 Par 69 5775
Ashbury 9 + Pines Back 9 Par 71 6111
Willows Par 54 1939

ZĂŶŐĞ��ĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ

Water Slides

12 Badminton Courts

3 Swimming PoolsPedal Karts

28 Snooker Tables

Hydro Spas

hŶƌŝǀĂůůĞĚ��ŚŽŝĐĞ
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�DĂŶŽƌ�,ŽƵƐĞ
Θ��ƐŚďƵƌǇ�,ŽƚĞůƐ===

13 Bowls Rinks ϭϳ�dƵƚŽƌĞĚ��ƌĂŌƐ

13 Tennis Courts

Our Fantastic Courses - All on One Site!N
EW

!

�ůů�tĞĂƚŚĞƌ��ƐƚƌŽ�^ƉŽƌƚƐ�WŝƚĐŚ�Θ�ZƵŶŶŝŶŐ�dƌĂĐŬ

NEW At Ashbury!

HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND



20 QUESTIONS

Last 
word

Big-hitting JB Holmes discusses Hawaiian islands, blink-182 and  stupid rules

1 When did you first shoot under par? 

When I was about 13 or 14.

2 What has been the highlight of your 

career so far? Representing my country in 

the 2008 Ryder Cup in my home state of 

Kentucky.

3 What about the best shot of your career 

to date? The wedge shot I hit to within a 

couple of feet on 17 at that Ryder Cup to 

basically clinch the cup for us.

4 One mulligan you could have? Probably 

in the play-off in the 2009 Houston Open. 

I’d been in the clubhouse for about two 

hours and then tugged my drive into the 

water and made a costly bogey.

5 Your favourite course in America and 

the UK? Riviera, California, is a class act. 

And I love the Old Course at St Andrews 

with all its history.

6 How about individual holes? The par-3 

15th at Cypress Point.

7 Best view in golf? On the 18th at Pebble 

Beach.

8 Favourite club in the bag. I guess the 

driver – when it’s going good!

9 Favourite movie? Dumb and Dumber has 

got to be up there among my favourite 

comedies.

10 Best band or group? When I was 

younger, I was into US rock band blink-182.

11 Favourite sports team? The Indianapolis 

Colts NFL team.

12 Sportsman who you look up to? 

American Football legend Peyton Manning 

for his accomplishments and the way he 

handles himself.

13 And sportswoman? Steffi Graf at the 

peak of her tennis playing days.

14 Any superstitions? No, not really.

15 Not-to-be-missed TV show? Big Bang 

Theory.

16 Where do you go for your holidays? The 

Hawaiian island of Maui.

17 Who would be in your dream foursome? 

Jack Nicklaus, Bobby Jones and Arnold 

Palmer – pretty good company there!

18 Best mate on Tour? My best buddy is 

on my bag (see 19).

19 Your dream pro fourball? My dad, my

caddie Brandon Parsons and another of

my close buddies.

20 Any golf rule you would change? I can’t

think of anything right away but I’m sure

there’s a ton of them I’ve complained 

about over the years – although, to be fair,

they’ve changed most of the stupid ones.

’Riviera is a 
class act... and  

I love the Old 
Course history’



More game-changing technology

at powakaddy.com
CUTTING-EDGE DESIRE20% more staying power claim based on 18 Hole Lithium battery 260Wh 

IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN
Half a million golfers have already moved forward with a PowaKaddy 

Freeway and haven’t looked back. There’s a Freeway in the range for 

everyone, like the PowaKaddy FW3 now with 20% more staying power.



Own the Sunday        

  Afternoon Pin Placement.

PGA Tour Pro

Graeme McDow

G-MAC’s Wedg

48o, 52o, 58o

Cleveland Golf. Owning the short game since1979.

#OWN125

BUY ONE, GET ONE 
HALF PRICE
and get the wedges you need to #OWN125
When you buy a new 588 RTX 2.0 wedge, we’re offering you a second 588 RTX 2.0 

wedge at 50% off the retail price. You can start to close the gaps in your bag! 

See our website for details. Promotion ends 30/06/2016.

Rotex 2.0 takes spin control to yet another level. The 588 RTX 2.0 features 15% 

sharper grooves than it’s predecessor, and a new micro-milled Rotex face pattern, 

providing you maximum spin from any bunker.

Clevelandgolf.com Cleveland Golf Europe        @ClevelandGolfEU

RTX 2.0

5
8

8



ROYAL TROON, JULY 14-17

Zach recalls his 
unlikely victory

Caddie’s guide 
to every hole

Leonard, Calc, 
Hamilton, Arnie

Under 
the radar

Course 
in-depth

Troon’s 
winners



Golf for FREE!
To celebrate the 145TH Open at Royal Troon and help 
encourage the next generation of budding golfers, 
HSBC is offering FREE golf to children and families at 
over 300 clubs across England, Scotland and Wales.

To get involved and find your 
nearest participating club visit 
TheOpen.com/hsbc

Issued by HSBC Holdings plc.



Troon with a view
oyal Troon Golf Club was 

established in 1878, and it 

hosted its first Open in 1923. 

It has held golf’s oldest Major eight 

times – but few of today’s modern 

crop of superstars have played it. 

Jordan Spieth was 10 when Todd 

Hamilton claimed his shock Open in 

2004, the last time it was here; Rory 

McIlroy didn’t play in the Amateur 

Championship here the previous 

year; Jason Day was an up-and-

coming amateur in Australia. 

They need to get their hands on 

this 32-page preview of this year’s 

event, brought to you in association 

with Official Patron HSBC. Inside, 

they will find exclusive insight about 

the course and the event from 

players who’ve won an Open here

(see page 20), players who’ve won

big amateur events here (page 25),

and players who just play here all the

time, including lifelong Troon

members Andrew Cotter and his

caddie brother Colin (page 8).

As well as the first chance the

world’s best will get to play Troon,

the 145th Open Championship sees

several other firsts. It’s the first time

a Major par 3 could play less than

100 yards (see page 16); the first

Open to be shown by Sky Sports

(see page 31); and it’s the first time

the event will have a free ‘Camping

Village’ for under-25s. 

4  Under the radar 
Zach Johnson surprised himself 

8  Troon barmy 
In conversation with the Cotters 

16  Hole-by-hole guide 
How to tackle Troon’s Old Course 

20  Troon’s winners 
Exclusive interveiws with four of them  

26  Meet Mr Troon 
Colin Montgomerie’s father, James 

28  Missing links 
We play Troon’s municipal courses 

31  Sky’s Open day 
Nick Dougherty on their first Open

INSIDER
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ome on,” laughs Zach Johnson,

“I’m still in my 30s you know.” In

emerging from the shadows at

a wind-battered St Andrews, the then

39-year-old’s nerveless touch delivered a

Claret Jug befitting of his enduring place

within the game. Winning the oldest Major 

on the oldest stage of all, the unassuming 

American took eight years to double his 

haul, following his Masters victory in 2007. 

Post his Augusta win nearly a decade 

ago, one American journalist proclaimed: 

“I think Zach Johnson in 10 years has a 

real chance to be your server at (US 

restaurant chain) Olive Garden.”

With the waiter job still on hold, 

Johnson’s staying power continues to rip 

up the golfi ng script. 

“I still can’t tell you that I expected to 

win,” admits Johnson, who defeated Louis 

Oosthuizen and Marc Leishman in a three-

man play-off in Scotland. “I never thought 

I’d even win a Major, but then you get one 

and it drives you on.

“You feel like you can win more and 

looking back, I’m a better player now than 

I was after winning the Masters.”

Typically however, Johnson – forever a 

fl yer under the radar – didn’t take centre 

stage for his crowning moment on the east 

coast of Fife. That was left to the unfortunate 

Oosthuizen, who lipped out on the 18th 

hole to hand the title to the unresponsive 

Iowan, caught between a moment of 

meditation on the edge of the green.

When Johnson wins, it seldom surprises, 

yet his understated style and personality 

rarely puts him in the winning equation in

the first instance, despite a record that

suggests otherwise.

“Putting yourself in a position to win a

Major championship is hard,” admits

Johnson, who has recorded eight top-10

Major fi nishes in 12 years. “But the team 

I have around me has instilled a belief in 

me that this could happen.”

Twelve months on from St Andrews, and 

12 PGA Tour wins later, Johnson’s column 

inches have once again narrowed, as he 

slips back into a life of secluded bliss.

“This really was the year of Jordan 

Spieth and Jason Day,” he laughs, “and 

that’s the beauty of it, the attention goes to 

them which is rightfully so and fi ne by me. 

“But during the past eight years I’ve 

become a lot more prepared for it and 

more comfortable with whatever comes 

my way. Augusta was shock and awe in 

all senses, both on and off the course. 

Whereas following The Open, the awe was 

there but not the shock. I’m not rich in 

history, I can tell you that. But to win at 

Augusta and to win The Open at St 

Andrews is still hard to put it into words.”

While Johnson’s knowledge is found 

wanting on the days of old, history 

suggests that The Open is becoming an 

event for the elder statesmen, with three of 

the last fi ve winners aged over 40; Darren 

Clarke (43), Ernie Els (42) and Phil 

Mickelson (42). 

Upon walking over the Swilcan Bridge 

on his way to victory, Johnson’s coming of 

age also tapped into golf’s illusion of 

C

W O R D S J A M E S H E N D E R S O N P I C T U R E S P X G , G E T T Y

e radar
Zach Johnson’s Open victory at St Andrews 

last year came as a huge surprise – even to him

➔
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timelessness. Once again chuckling at his 

loose connection with the old hands on 

tour, in fast approaching the big 4-0 in late 

February, the serious side of Johnson 

knows he can’t fail to avoid the line of 

questioning. “I’d like to think I haven’t 

peaked yet,” he claims. “I honestly believe 

that my best golf is ahead of me. I want to 

keep winning and as I’ve gotten older I’ve 

improved my course management skills 

and better understand my game now than 

any other time in my career.”

In between the ears, Johnson’s 

fundamentals are ingrained into his 

approach, evident through his emergence 

amongst a crowd of 14 players – half of 

them Major champions – on the final day 

at St Andrews.

Coupled with his sharpened mental 

state, the physical work required to keep 

his 5ft 9in and 11 stone frame competitive 

is not lost on the sports fanatic, who finds 

success through fitness in the form of a 

dedicated gym regime.

“Time in the gym is a priority and I’m 

easily in the best shape of my career right 

now,” adds Johnson, who hails from a 

sporting family. “If I just stay healthy then  

I can continue to compete. “The attention  

I put into the gym is just as significant as 

the attention I put in on the practice range.”

With a healthy brain and body in 2016, 

Johnson threatens to be at his formidable, 

yet underrated, best. “I still feel like I’ve got 

to prove myself out there,” he admits, 

despite sitting 18th in the official World 

Rankings. “I know it’s strange, but that’s 

me and my mentality.”

Johnson’s standing within the game –

compared to his perception– is light years 

apart however, as he becomes the source 

of advice and counsel among the younger 

professionals. “It’s bizarre but I get it,” he 

adds. “The dynamic has changed for me, 

especially during the past few years as the 

Tour is getting younger and I’m getting 

older. Clearly I’m a veteran at this point and 

it’s hard to swallow. I don’t feel like I’m 40, 

especially mentally as there’s not that 

much more wisdom in there.”

In looking ahead, Johnson’s model of 

longevity comes from Jim Furyk, some six 

years down the career path and regarded 

as a blueprint for durability. Furyk, despite 

his many near misses, stands tall as a 

figurehead of reliability spanning over two 

decades, boasting a consistency almost 

unparalleled on the PGA Tour.

Much like the former US Open 

champion, the hushed spirit of Johnson, 

and the key contributors to his endurance, 

stem from the work of his longstanding 

team, encompassing caddie Damon Green 

and swing coach Mike Bender.

Since joining the PGA Tour in 2004, 

following six years on development tours, 

Johnson’s career earnings are closing in on 

$40 million, spanning 12 seasons, 12 

victories and 67 top-10 finishes.

“The most significant reason has to be 

the team I have in place,” he adds. “They 

are some of the best people in the game, 

who are dedicated to getting the most out 

of me. We are constantly tweaking and 

making our plan better each year.”

Upon heading to Scotland last summer, 

Johnson, as always, courted little attention. 

For a setting famed for its subtleties, the 

Old Course at St Andrews usually produces 

champions who bludgeon their way to the 

Claret Jug. Unlike Dustin Johnson or 

Bubba Watson however, Johnson is a short-

hitter, ranking a lowly 148th in driving 

distance during the past 12 months, 

averaging “just” 282.6 yards off the tee.

Compared to the big-hitters, Johnson’s 

average drive is so far back it almost 

requires a range finder to locate it.

A lack of power however is compensated 

by a predictable sense of accuracy, with 

71.21 per cent driving accuracy, and a 

ranking of 8th on the PGA Tour – his third 

consecutive year within the top-10.

“Understanding your strengths and 

weaknesses is imperative to getting the 

most out of your game in my opinion,” he 

adds. “My personal discipline to this idea is 

important but not unwavering.

“There have been times when I may 

have lacked that discipline and chased 

some extra yards off the tee, experimenting 

with equipment and the result has not 

been good.”

A gap of eight years, 103 days and 34 

Majors between Major victories provided 

the perfect vacuum for experience, with his 

second Major victory coming in his 46th 

appearance. “There might be some art and 

nuance that comes from these experiences,” 

he muses. “As I’ve got older I’ve learned 

something about making the best of the 

situations when I have the chance.”

‘I still feel like I’ve got to prove myself 

out there. I know it’s strange, but 

that’s me and my mentality’

ZACH JOHNSON



DATA CRUNCH

Zach Johnson and his team rely 

on a tried and tested formula for 

success. It’s been developed 

over the years from annual 

performance reviews, built 

around statistics and analytics. 

“As a team we keep each 

other disciplined and on point,” 

he explains. That team includes 

a stats guy called Peter Sanders 

who runs a stats-based system 

called Shot by Shot.

“He’s able to fi nd holes in 

stats and magnify other stats by 

clearing out the junk,” Johnson 

says. “He chews on it, digests it 

and then spits out something a 

lot more practical than ‘you’ve 

got to hit more fairways.’ ” 

Zach’s 2016 stats

282.8
Driving distance (161st)

12’ 8”
Approaches 

from 75-100 yards (4th)

1.75
Putting average (43rd)

70.98
Scoring average (75th)

67.54%
Greens in regulation (53rd)

Renowned on Tour as a steady pair 

of hands – intact, undeterred and 

monotonous – Johnson’s reliability doesn’t 

make for great headlines. Instead, the back 

pages are reserved for the blow-ups, the 

misses and the drama.

During the past eight years since 

donning the Green Jacket, Johnson has 

competed at the highest level, yet lived in 

the shadows. “I am very comfortable with 

my position in the game,” he adds. “I guess 

there is truth to that statement that I fl y 

under the radar, but it is nothing 

intentional. It is probably a factor that I play 

what I call ‘boring’ golf.

“I don’t overpower a golf course and my 

personality inside the ropes is pretty 

subdued. So if that all lends itself to being 

‘under the radar’, then I’m OK with that.”

While Johnson knows he’s colourless on 

the course, underneath the emotionless 

exterior, he knows not all stereotypes in 

sport have validity to them. “I’m a 

competitor fi rst and foremost,” says 

Johnson, who has forged an enviable 

reputation as one of the game’s toughest 

challengers. “I’ve been that way all of my 

life whether playing golf, team sports and 

anything where there’s a winner and loser.

“Competition fuels me and I think that 

goes back to my love of competing and 

competition. Ever since I was a kid I’ve 

loved the idea of having the ball in my 

hands at the end of the game. I love the 

idea of being out there in that 

environment with a chance to compete 

and make the winning shot. It doesn’t 

always work out that way but you gotta 

love the chance.”

Looking ahead, 2016 isn’t the time to 

write a legacy or chase adulation. With Hall 

of Fame talk dominating the interview 

agenda, Johnson almost feels insulted b  

the accusation, that at 40 years old, h  

passed his peak. “I see the Hall of Fam   

a, he’s on his way out kind of thing,” h  

admits. “That his best is behind him  

he might even be retired.”

Future thoughts consist of the hect  

scheduling between the Open, PGA 

Championship, Olympics, FedEx Cup 

play-offs and Ryder Cup – not 

retirement. But on the issue of the 

Ryder Cup, and its return to US 

soil, Johnson is open to leading 

his country in the decade ahead.

“I wouldn’t call it a goal,” he 

qualifi es, “but I’d love the honour. It’s  

substantial responsibility, but I think i  

one that if given the opportunity, I cou  

tackle it. I’d certainly make it a priorit   

leading my country would mean so m

Old school

Zach relies on 

accuracy rather 

than power.

Dream team

Zach and trusted 

caddie Damon 

Green. 

Emotional

Tears flowed 

on the 18th green 

at St Andrews. 
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W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N  P I C T U R E S  B O B  A T K I N S ,  G E T T Y  I M A G E S

Troon
Barmy
Andrew Cotter will commentate on the 

Open for the BBC. His brother, Colin, has 

been a Troon caddie for 30 years. Both are 

members here. Both have single-figure 

handicaps here. And both know these 

links better than just about anyone

THE COTTERS



9 THE OPEN 2016 ISSUE 349



10 ISSUE 349 THE OPEN 2016

THE COTTERS

ANDREW COTTER 
Age: 42 Handicap: 3 

Lives: Cheshire Works: BBC TV 

sports commentator. Golf highlight: 

Playing for Scottish Schools in an 

inglorious defeat against England. 

But being 6-under after 4 holes in a 

medal once pushes it close.

COLIN COTTER 
Age: 44 Handicap: “Five or six” 

(unofficial) Lives: Troon 

Works: As caddie at Royal Troon. 

Golf highlight: Has caddied in two 

Opens at Royal Troon and on the 

European Tour for Colin 

Montgomerie



BEST TROON OPEN?

OAndrew: 1982, because we were

nine and 11-years-old and there used

to be a massive exhibition tent which

we’d run around, not going on the

course very often and eating a huge

number of doughnuts.

OColin: I remember this muscle

memory putting aid… I couldn’t miss

with the thing. There was a big crowd

around and they started cheering

‘We grew up
thinking it was
normal to play a
putter from 100
yards... dad didn’t
want to shank it’

he Cotter brothers know Royal

Troon like the back of their hands.

They grew up here. It’s in their

blood. BBC sports commentator Andrew

and Troon caddie Colin were knee-high to

a grasshopper when they fi rst picked up a

club at the historic links, following in the

footsteps of their father, grandfather and

great grandfather. What they don’t know

about the place isn’t worth knowing. 

“I’ve been a member on and off for 35

years, and I’ve played the Old Course

hundreds of times,” says three-

handicapper Andrew. “But Colin caddies

here four or fi ve times a week, two rounds

a day between April and October, so he will

have gone round this course more than

virtually anybody.”

As the two sit down with TG inside

Troon’s historic clubhouse, we start the

conversation by asking about their 

longstanding family connection to the

course... 

 

Andrew: Firstly, dad (Tom) is still a 

member and very occasionally plays 

though I hope he won’t mind me saying

he’s the worst golfer. 

Colin: We grew up thinking it was normal

to play a putter from 100 yards in because

he didn’t want to shank it or go into a

bunker. That said, he once won the winter

foursomes which he was incredibly proud

about. But when he played regularly he just

used to will the ball round… 

Andrew: Uncle Douglas on the other hand

was a good player. He’d be playing here

most days. Grandfather Jimmy and great

grandfather Tom Millar were also members

with our great grandfather moving to Troon

in 1909 when he was the head of the then

shipping yard. 

Colin: Our grandfather was the minister of

the parish church and he was not only a

Troon member, but also played rugby for

Scotland, which considering his line of

work was quite something.

Andrew: So that’s probably where the

Cotter sporting genes come from – golf

and rugby were always the two big sports

in the family growing up. We started out on

the nine-hole Craigend, the children’s

course as it was then, at Troon. 

We played here as juniors, but I have to

say the club has improved things hugely on

that score. In our day, the juniors didn’t

have any standing so we couldn’t play the

Old Course, and didn’t until I entered

amateur tournaments at 16 or 17. So I

joined Kilmarnock Barassie GC and joined

here as an adult again. Now it’s much,

much better... juniors can use the practice

facilities and can play the course. 

Colin: I remember getting a 7-iron for my

fourth birthday, which meant that Andrew

could use a cut-down version of what I

started with. He’d have just turned three

and we both first picked up a club aged

two!

Andrew: We’ve got an older brother

(Steven) who is also a Troon member. He’s

got the ability of my father and again – I

hope he doesn’t mind me saying this – he’s

a terrible golfer.

Presumably, caddying at Royal Troon was

a good way to earn some extra money as

when you were little?

Colin: I started caddying at 14 and this is

my 31st year. At the time it was £10 plus

tip. My school pals kept asking ‘how

much!?’ Having grown up with golf, it was

something I obviously enjoyed. Because

you’ve played golf you instantly assume

you’re a good caddie, but it’s only a few

years later you realise how rubbish you

were. It was at least 15 years before

I started thinking I was actually forgetting

more than I was learning. It’s easy to be a

decent caddie, but it’s very hard to become

a consistently good caddie for so many

different types of people.

Andrew: There’s nobody who knows more 

about the history of the course, its

developments, the architecture and the

club than Colin, so he is the sort of tour

guide as well.

Colin: A rough guesstimate I’d say I’ve

done about 4,000 rounds.

Andrew: That’s a lot of walking! Colin

caddied in the last couple of Opens here

owing to guys qualifying at the last minute 

and needing somebody on their bag.

T
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You’re off

It’s a relatively 

gentle opening 

hole at Royal Troon. 

➔
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Colin: Unfortunately it’s unlikely to happen

this year, but if somebody needs a caddie,

hopefully I’ll be able to step in.

In 1997, I carried the bag of John

Kernohan, who was the Singapore Open

champion at the time. He made the cut

and it was a joy to be carrying the bag on

the final day at The Open. I knew it was a

big day because when we were coming

down the 18th on Sunday – he pulled a

camera out and asked me to take photos

of him! In 2004 I was on the bag of

American Spike McRoy, who shot level par

in the first round and was doing nicely. But

he stayed in the busiest hotel in Troon and

I knew just looking at him he wasn’t right

owing to lack of sleep. Sure enough, he

shot a 77, missing the cut by three.

Andrew: He’s also carried on tour for Colin

Montgomerie at a time when Monty was

regularly switching caddies.

Colin: Because I’d caddied for him before

and he knew the family, I got the job and

we started off working in Germany and it

lasted a couple of months.

Caddying for Monty is a unique

challenge: he’s two different people. He’s a

fantastic guy, but on the golf course he has

his way of doing things and it’s very hard to

pick up on that and you can see why he

was having a turnover of caddies. But I did

enjoy the experience and the other thing it

taught me was that I didn’t want to be on

the Tour full-time.

So how would you describe Troon to

someone who’s never been here?

Andrew: Troon is a great place to learn to

play golf and if you can play here, you can

play anywhere. Get used to playing in a

30mph plus wind and you’ll be fine! My

usual shot trajectory four feet off the

ground helps. One of the Old course’s

biggest defences are the small greens, but

then again they are pretty flat so once

players are on the putting surfaces they’re

pretty easy to contend with.

Colin: It’s obvious I know, but the other key

is to stay out of the bunkers.

Andrew: That’s right. Todd Hamilton only

found one last time, taking full advantage

of Colin’s own course guide!

Colin: Actually, when Justin Leonard won in

1997 he didn’t find one, either, so the last

two winners between them have only found

one bunker which is quite an achievement!

Visually the bunkers are not as threatening

as St Andrews, Muirfield or Carnoustie, but

they’re so small you can end up with all

WHO’LL WIN THE JUG?

OAndrew: Someone like a Zach

Johnson, just because he can plot his

way around as Justin Leonard did

nearly 20 years ago. Also, look at the

history and apart from Arthur Havers

and Bobby Locke, all the winners

have been American – which debugs

the myth that Americans can’t play

links courses.

OColin: This is as true a links course

as you’ll find. Sure, you still need to

be hitting a good ball, but it’s more

about controlling the drive to get on

the right line.

OAndrew: I’d quite like to see

someone lik

Fowler, the g

needs some

like him to

well. It cou

Lee Westw

year at las

someone

so accura

can caref

plot his w

around a

be buoye

his Mast

perform

‘The last two 
winners have only 
found one bunker, 
which is quite an 
achievement’

Familiar view

Between them the 

Cotter brothers 

know Troon as 

well as anyone. 

➔



What a view

Troon is one of the 

few Open venues 

where you can 

actually see the sea.  

Thread the needle

The 490-yard par-4 

11th has one of the 

toughest drives 

on the course. 
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kinds of strange stances in them. Also,

I don’t think there are many courses where

the bunkering is so tight... tight into the

greens that is. Then the premium is put on

hitting fairways, so you can get the required

spin, but you’ll struggle to get spin if you

fail to keep it on the short stuff. There are

only one or two fairway bunkers you can

think you can get 100 yards out of. They’re

just there to cost you. End of story. 

Is Troon a classic nine out and nine back

links course?

Andrew: People say it’s straight out, 

straight back. It’s not at all. It’s six holes

out, look for six and then back for six. The

six middle holes go around in various 

directions and that’s really the interesting

part of the course. The wind is always a

factor and usually would be out of the west

and down and off your right shoulder. In

1989, Greg Norman birdied the first six

holes in the final round, but that’s not 

unusual as you prepare to face the crunch

middle section, the beast of the course.

Then it’s a brutal back nine. 

Colin: There is an argument though that

says if the wind is against on the front nine

it actually becomes a harder course 

because the back nine is tough enough to

look after itself with the extra length and

small greens. Ten, 11 and 12 are so tight,

with gorse everywhere. 

Andrew: If you stand on the extraordinary

championship tee on the 11th and take a

photo you’ll see nothing but gorse, though

they have slightly opened it out on the

right-hand side. The 16th is really the only

respite. Like all links courses, if it’s not

windy there’ll be some very good scores. In

the 2012 Amateur Championship here one

of the Swedish players shot 65. 

Colin: Is it a tough course? Yes. But if

you’re on your game, can you score well?

Definitely. As we’ve already said, the greens

aren’t that sloped. If you’re hitting greens in

regulation you can score and that goes for

the higher handicapper, too. Keep it in play

and you can surprise yourself. 

Andrew: It does identify good players

though and obviously you want the big

names to come to the fore. If you look at

the last leaderboard beyond Todd Hamilton

you had the likes of Els, Tiger and 

Mickelson. I must also say that of all the

Open rota courses there aren’t that many

where you actually see the sea. Here, you

tee off and you’re looking down on the

beach. I’ve cursed this in the past because 

I’ve been on the beach off the first, though 

nowadays it’s OB. You stand on the 5th 

green and it’s just fantastic.

It will be interesting to see what the rough 

is like because they’ve had a very cold spring 

so far and need some growing. Sometimes,

historically, the R&A says how much rough

they want and make that happen, but

usually it’s totally down to the elements.

They just leave it to nature to see whether

the rough will grow and if it doesn’t, so be it.

Colin: They normally have the greens

between 10-10.5 on the stimpmeter and

they are great greens year in, year out.

They’ll be fast enough, though they have it

in their armoury to make them even faster

and they could hit 11-plus if it’s really dry.

Then the fairways can get spectacularly

fast, putting a premium on good driving,

giving players the ability to spin the ball,

which they won’t get out of the rough.

When it’s wet, the course plays a bit longer,

but it gets a bit easier to a certain extent

though if the rough is very heavy that can

have an impact as well. 

Andrew: You can putt well here, you can  

be a bit more aggressive and because the

greens are quite flat and benign, you can 

go for it. 

TROON’S OTHER COURSE

O Andrew: Troon is a great 

championship course, but if you’re an 

ordinary golfer it’s just going to beat 

you up. You kind of convince yourself 

you’re having fun because you’re 

playing an Open course.

O Colin: So you’ve got two single-

handicap players saying it’s too 

tough! It should be tough – of course 

it should be tough – it’s a great 

championship course. Would I want 

to play it regularly? No, I’d much 

rather play the Portland (below). 

O Andrew: I’ve played the Portland, 

and it’s a great course – 6,400 yards 

with two loops of nine so you know 

you’re going to have fun. 

O Colin: I agree. The Portland is an 

old Alister MacKenzie course which 

is so playable. For me, the Old is 

about competitions and taking guests 

out to experience it. 

‘There are only 
one or two fairway 
bunkers you can 
think you can get 
100 yards out of’

Fitting climax

Who’ll be walking on 

here to be crowned 

Open champion on 

July 17?
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ith 35 years under his belt, Troon

course manager Billy McLachlan

is well versed in setting up a

course for a Major. He has overseen four

Open Championships at Royal Troon and

this year will be his third in charge of the

greenkeeping team. But what can we

expect when golf’s biggest names descend

on Ayrshire next month?

How is the course shaping up?

So far, so good. We had a rubbish winter

and we experienced significant flooding.

There are areas just short of the green on

15 where the turf was submerged by water.

But overall we are on schedule and just

fine tuning everything now.

W

W O R D S  M I C H A E L  C A T L I N G  P I C T U R E  B O B  A T K I N S

On-course for success
Troon’s veteran course manager Billy McLachlan reveals 

what his team’s been doing to prepare the links for an Open

➔

‘Overall we are 

on schedule and 

just fine tuning 

everything now’

How does the course compare to the last 

time the Open was here? 

There are a few more bunkers now and 15 

has undergone a redesign as well. The 

whole scenery has improved remarkably 

and the fairways and greens will be playing 

a lot firmer this year. But in terms of set-

up, it won’t be that different from how our 

members play the course week in, week 

out. The greens will be running anywhere 

between 10 and 11 on the stimpmeter. 

Any interesting pin positions planned? 

The front and back pins on the Postage 

Stamp could throw up some very 

interesting scores as the landing area  

is very narrow. The R&A are actually 

considering moving the 8th tee forward 

and reducing the yardage to under 100 

yards for one of the four days. Over the 

last three years, we have extended the 

green forward and we can now position  

a pin very close to the front bunker.

Which holes do they need to be wary of?

The fairways are very tight and if you 

don’t hit it straight off the tee on 10, 11, 12 

and 13, the likelihood is that you are 

playing out of the jungle. There are plenty 

of small pot bunkers lining the fairways as 

well. If there is a prevailing north-westerly 

wind, which is usually the case, it could 

make reaching the greens in regulation a 

real challenge.  
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W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N  P I C T U R E S  B O B  A T K I N S  I L L U S T R A T I O N S  G A R Y  L E E S

Is this the 
hardest 123 
yards in golf?
Troon’s famous Postage Stamp has been tweaked for 
2016... but that doesn’t mean it’s been made any easier

HOLE-BY-HOLE

Tiny target

“The green narrows 

from front to back with 

the back section being 

used for pin locations in 

the latter stages of the 

championship,” says 

2015 Ayrshire county 

champ Michael Smyth. 
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ven off the back tees Troon’s Postage 

Stamp is only 123 yards. It’s the 

shortest hole in Major Championship 

golf, so should be a simple wedge for the 

world’s most elite players. It’s not. 

Throw in the ever-present breeze, the 

pressure of a Major, a green that’s only 10 

yards wide and some of the deepest bunkers 

on the course, and it can be a nightmare 

(despite its club stroke index of 18). 

Just ask Hermann Tissies, a German player 

who, in 1950, took fi ve to get out of one of the 

bunkers on his way to a 15, the worst Open 

score ever recorded on the hole. 

Former Open champion Willie Park Jnr is 

said to have named the hole, when he wrote in 

Golf Illustrated that the 8th had “a pitching 

surface skimmed down to the size of a postage 

stamp”. 

There have been some subtle tweaks this 

year with more mown green at the front (so 

the fl ag can be closer to the bunker) and a 

softer slope off the left-hand bunker. 

The R&A is also looking at pushing the tees 

a touch forward, so it could play less than 100 

yards for one day. 

E
FROM THE SUBLIME...

In 1973, 71-year-old Gene Sarazen,

playing on the 50th anniversary of

his fi rst Open, hit a 5-iron and 

watched it disappear for an ace, 

making him the oldest person ever to 

bag one in a Major. Just 45 minutes 

earlier, Scotland’s David 

Russell, became the young  

player ever to score a hole

one in a Major when he 

holed in his 7-iron there. 

...TO THE RIDICULOUS

In 1997, Tiger Woods was 

Masters champion and wo  

No.1 when he arrived at Tro    

fi rst Open as a pro. In the fi   

he hit his tee shot on the 8    

greenside bunker, left it in t   

at his fi rst attempt and the  

three-putted from 15 feet fo   

triple-bogey. He said: “The 

ball was buried and I pretty 

much didn’t have a shot. 

I was just trying to get it out and

didn’t hit it hard enough. The putts,

I don’t know... maybe I rushed them.”

TROON LEGEND MONTY SAYS...

“It is my favourite hole in golf. It 

should present a challenge for any 

 f player. You stand on the 

 with a wedge in your 

ds and think you should 

 making a birdie, but the 

ger lurks everywhere. 

ere are two bunkers on 

e left and three on the 

ght. The green is close, 

but it is very small and 

you miss it at your peril. 

No round at Troon is 

ecure until you have 

assed this hole in 

gulation numbers. I’ve hit 

e ball to one inch and 

ped in for a birdie, but 

 also had sevens and 

hts.”

Theidealstrategy

“My strategy for playing

the hole is to play to the

front/middle portion of

the green, even when

the pin is at the back,

when I’m happy to walk

off with par,” says Smyth.

Avoid the sand

“A ball landing directly 

in one of the deep 

bunkers is liable to 

plug,” adds Smyth. “A 

ball running in could 

result in an awkward 

lie or stance.”

PITFALLS OF THE POSTAGE STAMP

➔
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HOLE-BY-HOLE

THE  INSIDER’S  TROON  GUIDE

1ST SEALPar 4, 370 yards

A good birdie chance if you can negotiate a

difficult opening tee shot. The line is to the

bunkers on the right. A hybrid or long iron 

leaves a lofted club into a slightly elevated 

green. 2004 average: 4.10 (rank 11)

4THDUNURE Par 5, 555 yards

The tee shot should be played just short of 

the two bunkers on the left. The two-tiered 

green is defi nitely reachable in two, but any 

ball going long leaves a devilish chip coming 

down the slope. 2004 average: 4.75 (17) 

7THTEL-EL-KEBIR Par 4, 405 yards

Dog-leg left-to-right. Aiming just short of the

first bunker to the left is the best line and

leaves a mid-to-short iron in. The green 

slopes from top to bottom so anything short 

will catch a hollow. 2004 average: 3.97 (16)

2ND BLACKROCK Par 4, 391 yards

Another tight tee shot just short of the three

bunkers. Beware the mound which pushes

shots to the left trap. The green slopes back to 

front, away from the bunkers on the right, so 

you can be aggressive. 2004 average: 4.06 (14)

5THGREENANPar 3, 210 yards

The first par 3 which often plays much longer 

into a prevailing wind. The green cambers 

back to front and slopes towards the sand 

trap on the right. Short left will likely fi nd one 

of three pot bunkers. 2004 average: 3.16 (8)

8TH POSTAGESTAMPPar 3, 123 yards

Finding the green is a must with so many

bunkers. Aim in-between the coffi n bunker

and the centre of the green. The wind and 

slope tend to push shots to the right trap... six 

feet below the green. 2004 average: 3.09 (13) 

3RDGYAWSPar 4, 379 yards

One of the shorter par 4s. A 3-wood or hybrid  

just short of the burn leaves around 100 

yards. The green slopes away from you so the 

approach needs plenty of check to avoid 

going over the back. 2004 average: 4.14 (10)

6THTURNBERR

It’s 300+ yards to negotiate the three bunkers 

off the tee. Short right of the green with the

approach is the best bet, where a slope feeds 

balls to the hole. Too far left and there’s a 

hollow and a bunker. 2004 average: 5.00 (15) 

9THTHEMONKPar 4, 422 yards

The tee shot is relatively straightforward and 

should be played just short of the two bunkers. 

Heavy rough runs either side of the fairway 

and the approach is into a two-tier green. 

Short better than long. 2004 average: 4.23 (5)
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Peter Malone is a Troon caddie in the summer, taxi driver in the winter. If you want 
to know where and where not to go on the Old Course, there are few better guides... 

10TH SAND     

A blind tee shot to a sloping right-to-left 

fairway, fl anked by gorse on the right and a 

gully on the left. The approach is played into a 

raised and undulating green with a 10ft drop 

to the right. 2004 average: 4.30 (3)

13TH BURMAH Par 4, 473 yards

Another lengthy par 4 which calls for a driver 

off the tee. The second is to an elevated 

green, usually into a left-to-right breeze, with a 

sharp drop off to the left. A good bail out area 

is short and right. 2004 average: 4.15 (9)

16TH WEL     

The last of the par 5s is reachable in two. 

The safe option off the tee is just short of the 

water, 240 yards from the green. Lay-ups 

should favour the left side to help take the 

bunkers out of play. 2004 average: 4.74 (18)

11TH THE RAILWAY    

Another tight drive with OB running down the 

right and thick gorse on the left. A long iron 

off the tee will leave a lengthy second into a 

green which is guarded by a small slope and 

a bunker in front. 2004 average: 4.41 (1)

14      

A straightforward par 3 which yields plenty of 

birdies. The green has a narrow neck at the 

front, so a back pin is ideal to take the two 

front bunkers out of play. 2004 average: 

3.10 (12)

17TH RABBIT Par 3, 218  yards

The longest par 3 on the course. Club choice 

can vary from mid-irons to woods, depending 

on the wind. The plateaued green sits like a 

tabletop and falls away sharply on both sides.

2004 average: 3.22 (6)

12TH THE     

A slight dog-leg which plays over a rise to a 

small landing area off the tee. Gorse awaits 

those looking to cut the corner, with thick 

rough left. Small, two-tier green is protected by 

a sharp bank to the left. 2004 average: 4.31 (2)

15TH   , 502 yards

A brand new hole for this year’s Open. The tee 

shot should favour the left side to open up the 

approach to one of the fl atter greens on the 

course. Hitting short right will also feed down 

towards the hole. 2004 average: 4.28 (4)

18TH C     

Grandstands could block or impede a 

wayward drive. Short of the bunker on the 

right is ideal, leaving a wedge into a 40-yard 

green which is guarded either side. Long 

brings OB into play. 2004 average: 4.20 (7)
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Bowled ove
We spoke to four men who  

bagged an Open Championship  

on these Ayrshire Links – Mark 

Calcavecchia, Todd Hamilton, 

Justin Leonard and Arnold Palmer

THE WINNERS



er by Troon!

D
id you ever think you’d win  

a Major championship? 

Yes, actually. I almost won the 

Masters in 1988 only to be denied when 

Sandy Lyle pulled off that amazing shot 

from the 18th bunker. I definitely thought 

I’d win the Masters. But I didn’t think too 

much about The Open, especially after  

I shot a million at Royal Lytham in 1988. 

So what changed 12 months later?

As soon as I played my first practice round 

at Troon I loved the course. It was a great 

week weather-wise and I was playing 

great. Everything fell into place for me. 

What were the deciding moments?

I got a couple of really good breaks on 

Sunday on 11 and 12 – I made a 50ft putt 

for par on 11, while 12 was the whole 

turnaround for the week. I’d not played the 

previous few holes very well and was 

struggling a bit, hitting my drive into the 

right rough and second shot short left of 

the green with a bare lie. I was just trying 

to get it on the back of the green to give 

myself a 20 to 30-footer for par, but it  

flew straight into the hole! That turned 

everything around. I parred the next three 

or four and birdied 16 and 18. 

How much of a lift was that chip-in?

It really lifted my spirits. I played fantastic 

after that. It was a huge momentum boost. 

One minute I was down in the dumps, the 

next sky high... 

 

What was the most crucial shot that week?

The last shot on the 72nd hole. Greg 

Norman was already in on -13 and Wayne 

Grady was four holes behind me and was 

about -15 at the time. I knew if I had any 

Beat Greg Norman and WayneGradyinaplay-off

Mark Calcavecchia, 1989

1989 LEADERBOARD

1 Mark Calcavecchia, USA -13  

(71-68-68-68; 275)

T2 Greg Norman, Aus -13  

(71-68-68-68; 275)

T2 Wayne Grady, Aus -13  

(71-68-68-68; 275)

chance of getting into a play-off I had to 

birdie 18. I hit a great 8-iron from about 

161 to within three or four feet. That was 

the big one and then Grady bogeyed 17. 

What happened in the play-off?

I realised I had a great chance of winning 

when Norman drove it into the fairway 

bunker at 18 and I hit a 5-iron a few feet 

short of the hole. 

How did you celebrate?

I stayed in room 10 at the then British 

Caledonian hotel in Ayr with my buddies. 

Every night we went up to the fourth floor 

bar and every time somebody would say 

‘when I win the cup, I’d have to go back to 

the bar to celebrate’. I said it’s a deal, so 

that’s what we did.  

How would you sum up Troon?

It’s a great course. Most of the time the 

wind is on your back on the front nine and 

you can shoot a good score. However, once 

you get to the 10th tee, it’s a case of 

hanging on. Get your birdies going out and 

make your pars coming in. 

What does it take to win The Open?

You need to drive the ball well, keeping it 

on the fairway and out of the bunkers – 

they’re one-shot penalties! 
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Did you ever think you’d win a Major?

I dreamt about it. I don’t know if that really

is believing it, but I certainly always hoped

it would happen. Being honest, it was just

such a relief to get my card that year as

things hadn’t really been going all that

well. I’m a true believer that if you can win

one tournament, even if it’s not the biggest,

it shows you have the mental capacity and

ability to do it anywhere else. 

What moment stood out that week?

Normally when I’ve not been playing well

I tend to get nervous and worked up, but

I recall a feeling of really enjoying myself

and having fun. I was in the mix at a Major

championship and that was something

that had never happened before. I was

really calm all day and that helped it all

sink in and see me over the line.  

 

What was the main reason you won?

It was the style of golf I chose to play that

week. I called it ‘ugly golf’ at the time – a

lot of punch shots that saw me really rely

on my short game. Chipping and putting

were the strongest aspects of my game

and they allowed me compete. I’d keep

making sure I missed the bunkers 

comfortably by going either way long or

way short of them, so they were never

really in play and that helped me a lot.

Was there one critical shot?

I really started to think I might have a

chance on the 18th in the first round. It

was a 25-foot putt for birdie and it got me

to level par. That made a big difference. It

was only one shot, but mentally there was

Justin

Leonard,1997

What’s it like slugging it out with

today’s young guns?

It’s challenging, that’s for sure, and I’ve

reduced my schedule this year to play

10 or 12 events, just the ones that I’m

excited to play and on the courses

where I feel I have a good chance that

maybe don’t favour the long hitters as

much. It’s an effort to stay excited

about the game after 22 years.

What ambitions do you have left?

Another win on Tour would be great,

but really just to enjoy it and remind

myself that I can still compete and get

into contention out here. I had a couple

of opportunities in the second half of 

last year where I was able to get into 

the mix. I enjoyed those feelings again. 

There are a lot of guys who have 

played well into their mid-40s like Jim 

Furyk and Steve Stricker, two good 

friends who have played well at the  

age I am now. I use these guys as 

inspiration. 

Do you have anything to prove?

I’m not really trying to prove anything 

to anybody at this point. I’m just 

playing because I love the game,  

I enjoy the practice and I think that 

when I’m at home taking time off, it 

should only help that process. 

What have been the biggest changes 

in golf since your win?

Mainly the new technology and 

THE WINNERS

He won at Troon 
before that putt  
at the Ryder Cup

One of the biggest shock Open winners ever

Todd Hamilton, 2004

2004 LEADERBOARD

1 Todd Hamilton, USA −10  

(71-67-67-69; 274)

2 Ernie Els, SA−10  

(69-69-68-68; 274)

3 Phil Mickelson, USA −9  

(73-66-68-68; 275)

a huge difference between even par in a 

Major and being over par. It gave me the 

confidence to go and shoot -4 for both of 

the next two days.  

Was there a moment when it dawned you 

would be champion?

When I drained my putt at the last on the 

first day I knew I was going to play well for 

the week and be positive, but I never really 

expected it to turn into a Major victory. 

What does it take to win The Open?

Two key things for me – a sensible, patient 

attitude around the course and with your 

game, and belief. Being restrained at times 

and managing the course well was crucial 

for me, but I don’t think I’d have managed 

to play the way I did if I had not believed  

I could win. Having won lots in Japan  

I believed I could win anywhere.  

What’s the key to winning at Troon? 

You need a lot of patience. The main 

aspect is avoiding the bunkers – especially 

on the fairway. If you end up in a pot 

bunker then it’s basically a certain bogey 

and you can’t afford to be dropping 

careless shots on a course like this. 



    

materials, such as the size of the driver 

heads, while the golf ball goes and does 

things nobody thought was possible say 13 

years ago. Then you’ve got the group of 

younger, fearless players who burst onto 

the tour straight away and are ready to  

win big tournaments. 

How much are you relishing your return to 

Troon this summer?

A lot, and it’s good to be able to go back to 

a place with so many great memories and 

relive all that. Plus the fact that it’s not 

there every year, which makes it even 

more special.

Was your 1997 Open triumph the pinnacle 

of your career?

I’d say it is the highlight of my individual 

career, if that makes sense. But those 

Ryder Cup and Presidents Cup memories, 

specifically the Ryder Cup, are hard to 

beat when you think you were able to 

share them with a number of other guys. 

Are your Open memories still vivid? 

I haven’t seen the DVD in a while, but the 

memories, especially those later in the 

week, are still vivid. The early parts of the 

week have blurred a little over time. But 

not those last few holes on Sunday… I can 

still remember what I was thinking coming 

down the stretch. 

Such as?

Making the putts at 

15, 16 and 17. I hit a poor shot on 15 to the 

right of the green, pitched it to about 12-15 

feet and made that putt; on 16 I made 

about an 8-10 footer for birdie and then hit 

a really good 3-iron into 17 to about 30ft 

and made that. At that point, coming down 

the stretch trying to win the tournament 

and being able to make those putts... they 

are memories I will never ever forget.

What do you need to win The Open? 

It’s as much mental as anything else. In 

1997 it blew pretty hard on Thursday and 

after that it was really nice, but typically 

there’s something about the elements that 

you have to get through. Also, links golf is 

something we don’t play that often and  

I think there’s a mentality where you have 

to be patient and accept an odd dubious 

bounce here and there. Accept what’s 

thrown at you. It’s hard to be a really 

emotional, excitable player because one 

little bounce the wrong way can do you in. 

What are your favourite holes at Troon?

The Postage Stamp. All your nerves are 

channelled into a 125-yard shot. It’s pretty 

amazing. The front and back nines are so 

different, especially in any kind of wind. 

You’ve really got to change gears when 

making the turn coming back in. 17 has 

special memories for me, a difficult but 

straightforward par 3 and making that 

long putt there changed my world. 

How did you celebrate?

‘We ordered pizza and a tray

of pints and took them to the 

17th green. Nobody knew 

we were there. It was great’

1997 LEADERBOARD

1 Justin Leonard, USA −12

(69-66-72-65; 272)

T2 Darren Clarke, NI -9 

(67-66-71-71; 275)

T2 Jesper Parnevik, Swe -9 

(70-66-66-73; 275)

After going through all the media 

commitments it was pretty late when I got 

back to the hotel and saw my folks for the 

first time. We ordered a couple of pizzas 

and a tray of pints and took them to the 

17th green. We drank beer and ate pizza in 

the dark for a couple of hours. Nobody 

knew we were there. It was great.

You’re just as well-known for Ryder Cup...

That’s right, and it would be fantastic to get 

another one under my belt at the end of 

the year. It’s feasible, though playing such 

a reduced schedule means it would be 

difficult to make the team. 

What was it like making the winning putt 

at Brookline in 1999? 

It doesn’t get any better than that. 

Can America win this year? 

I hope so, I really do – just to silence some 

of the critics. It seems the PGA of America 

are doing everything they can to find that 

winning formula. But it’s down to the 

players. You think at some point the cycle 

will completely change. 



Did the massive Troon crowds drive and

spur you on?

I always seemed to draw encouragement

from the crowds when I was playing.

I wanted to hit shots that they enjoyed

seeing played. And the gallery in Scotland

was always so supportive of me. They had

as much to do with my success as the shots.

How did you deal with the pressure of

being the defending champion?

I have been the defending champion at

a lot of events, but it is particularly

challenging at a Major and particularly

the Open when there are such high

expectations. I tried to put the fact that  

I was defending behind me and just focus 

on the four rounds.

What was the main reason you won?

Despite having some back issues that 

week, I felt very good. Troon is an 

amazingly difficult course, particularly 

when the wind is blowing. The 

course suited my game and the 

low shots I was able to hit.  

Was there a key moment 

during the week?

During the third

round, I hit two of

the best shots on

number 12 that I’d

hit all week. My

second to the

green ran over the

back and I was in

some thick rough. I hit a good chip to get

up and down and that par led to a string of

birdies to close the round. Had I not parred

that hole, who knows how it would have

affected my round.

What does it take to win an Open?

Being prepared is the best way to come

into the event. I was playing well and felt

comfortable when I arrived at Troon. I felt I

had a good chance of winning that week.
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THE WINNERS

Arnie won the sixth of his seven Majors when he defended at  Troon

Arnold Palmer, 1962

Where would your Troon win rank?

I’ve said this about other Major 

Championships, but had I not won so 

decisively (by six shots), I may have won 

more Open Championships. At the time,  

I did not think about this, but looking back, 

I won with a comfortable lead which is what 

I always wanted to do. Perhaps, having 

accomplished my goal, I inadvertently lost 

a bit of my competitive edge. That second 

Open victory is one of my fondest. 

1962 LEADERBOARD

1 Arnold Palmer, USA -12  

(71-69-67-69; 276)

2 Kel Nagle, Aus -6  

(71-71-70-70; 282)

T3 Brian Huggett, Wal +1  

(75-71-74-69; 289)
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his guy knows better than most

what it takes to post a good score

at Royal Troon. Michael Smyth –

the 2015 Ayrshire County Champion – has

played the course more than a thousand

times by his own estimation and once shot

a 64 here. But despite his wealth of 

experience, the 30-year-old admits it’s still

just as hard as the fi rst time he played it…

1 Get your strategy right

Before I head out onto the fi rst tee, 

I always work out where the wind is coming

from. If it’s blowing a crosswind or into my

face, I tend to reign in my attacking 

instincts. But if it’s downwind and the

fairways are burnt out, you can go for the

fi rst green. The same goes for the 2nd and

3rd, too. The fi rst three holes always seem

to be the toughest at the Open. It will be

tough, but you’ve got to make a score

going out. If you don’t, the back nine can

wreak havoc with your card. 

2 Stay out of the bunkers 

There’s a fair chance the course will 

be very fi rm and fast in July, 

especially considering they’ve put 

100 tonnes of sand onto it. 

I remember Vijay Singh hitting 

driver and 7-iron at the par-5 6th 

in similar conditions at the last 

Open here. There’s no right or 

wrong way to play the course. 

You’ve just got to keep it out of 

the bunkers with your driver, 

adapt to the wind and keep it in 

play. The greens are relatively 

fl at, but there are a lot of subtle 

breaks you can’t see. The 

players and caddies will need to 

check things out from all angles.

 

3 Get a handle on the wind

I’m pretty sure Jack Nicklaus once 

took a 3-iron at the Postage Stamp 

and that tells you all you need to 

know about Troon. Sometimes you 

can tee off in the morning into the 

wind, only for it to turn against you 

on the back nine. I can see the pros 

T

W O R D S  M I C H A E L  C A T L I N G  P I C T U R E  B O B  A T K I N S

What it takes to win
Michael Smyth was Ayrshire’s 2015 county champion, 

and he’s gone round Troon’s Old Course in 64 shots...

‘I can see the 

pros putting a 

1-iron or a bent-

down 2-iron in 

their bags’

putting a 1-iron or a bent-down 2-iron in 

their bags. They’ll need something that will 

chase on, whereas a 3-wood into the wind 

will just climb. They can all drill a 1-iron 

low and if you look at recent winners – like 

Justin Leonard and Todd Hamilton – 

they’re all really good iron players.

4 Know when to throttle back

Getting through the loop is vital. It’s all 

about playing par golf and not attacking, 

especially the 11th, which is reputed to be 

the hardest hole in Open golf. On 12, it’s a 

good idea to take a long iron because it’s 

likely you’ll hit the fairway downslope and 

run out as far as a driver. Plus, if you cut 

your driver you’re in the bushes.

5 Survive the 9th to the 13th

Anything right on nine is gone and the 

same goes for 10 and 11. The 11th is 

fraught with danger and it doesn’t matter 

whether you go left, right or straight, you 

are always wondering whether your 

tee shot is in play. From nine 

through to 13, it’s a brutal stretch 

and that is where you need to 

display all your golfi ng nous. 

If you manage to stay at 

level par, you’ve played 

extremely well.

6 Get home unscathed

There’s never a hole where 

you’re thinking ‘if I get 

through this, I can calm 

down on the next’. It just 

gets tougher and tougher! 

Thirteen is long from the back 

tees, 14 usually plays around 

180 yards into the wind and then 

you’ve got 15, a 502-yard par 4, 

into the wind as well. The 16th is a 

long par 5 and you can’t hit driver 

otherwise you’ll catch the fairway 

burn. The penultimate hole is a 

223-yard par 3 and then there’s the 

fi nishing hole, where Faldo didn’t even 

reach the fairway in 1997. Keep calm, 

patient and focused or your Open could 

be over before you know it! 



MONTY SENIOR
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MeetMrTroon
W O R D S K E V I N B R O W N P I C T U R E S B O B A T K I N S , G E T T Y I M A G E S

J
ames Montgomerie has lived and

breathed Royal Troon for almost

60 years – 11 of them as the

club’s secretary. He’s overseen two Royal

Troon Opens, and the 86-year-old’s

passion for the club, and the game,

continues to burn brightly. 

He still gets to grips with the famous old

links twice a week, saying: “I try my best,

though my legs are not as good as they

used to be. I still enjoy it, especially going

out and playing with a group of a similar

standard. It’s pretty competitive stuff!

“It’s good company for me with my wife

having died about 26 years ago – that’s

one of the reasons why I carried on at the

golf club because it was an interest, an

outlet as I was retired at that stage. My

family suggested I carried on here and

I did and thoroughly enjoyed it.”

The first Open I went to as a spectator

was when I went to see Henry Cotton win

at Muirfield in 1948. I always remember

that in particular because King George VI

walked around the course accompanied

by only two policemen. There were no

barriers. It was quite remarkable how

security wasn’t a problem in those days.

I was Troon’s secretary during the 1989 

and 1997 Opens, though it has grown quite 

significantly since then. But luckily at 

Troon we have great facilities in terms of 

space for car parking and hospitality and 

everything else to cope. I think The Open is 

more or less becoming a 10-year exercise 

before it comes back again. To host it as a 

club is a great honour. 

Ladies have the opportunity to play the 

course – despite what is sometimes said 

in the press. The ladies normally play on 

neighbouring sister course, the Portland, 

but they’re very welcome every day if 

they wish to play the Old Course. Visiting 

lady golfers can play as well. However, 

many find the difference off the tees,  

the deep bunkers and the rest of it just 

too tough. 

Former club secretary James Montgomerie – Colin’s  

father – gives us a fascinating insight into his beloved club

I grew up with golf. For many years my

father played before me and I have two

sons and I encouraged both of them to

find their own level sports-wise. Colin 

eventually seemed to fall into golf, playing 

at Ilkley GC in West Yorkshire where I was 

captain in 1979 and my wife was ladies 

captain the following year.

Troon has a third course which used to be 

known as the Children’s course – it’s now 

the Craigend – and Colin and his brother 

regularly played on that with my wife. Colin 

learnt to play on there from an early age, 

four or five, before I moved down to 

Yorkshire for business. He’s an honorary 

Royal Troon member and always enjoys 

coming back and, fingers crossed, he’ll be 

able to qualify for the Open in July. 

Troon is probably underrated. I’m biased,  

I know, but I would rate it right up there 

with Royal St George’s, Muirfield, 

Carnoustie – probably the toughest on the 

Open rota – and Royal Lytham. And we

have a great relationship with all of them,

which is very important to maintain

because most of their problems are our 

problems, and vice-versa.

Winning the Open at Troon would be the 

pinnacle of his career, but realistically it’s 

so difficult to qualify these days with about 

65 players playing for less than a dozen 

places so almost one bad putt can put you 

out. The standard now is quite remarkable. 

It’s moved on in every way. Colin is doing 

well on the Champions Tour now and, as 

he says, they can all play, too. 

Americans in particular love this stretch  

of coastline and I always made it my 

business when I was involved to make the 

visitor programme as easy as we could.  

I wanted them to leave here and feel they 

had a good day because they then tell 

their friends. We were normally fully 

booked virtually a year in advance. 

‘Ladies have the opportunity to 
play the course – despite what 
is sometimes said in the press’

Proud father 

James still gets 

out to watch 

his son play. 
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Missing 
links

Royal Troon steals the 

headlines, but the 

town is home to three 

more links courses – 

and you can play them 

from just over £15

TROON MUNIS

W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N  P I C T U R E S  B O B  A T K I N S

Lochgreen

The par-3 6th 

reveals how linksy 

the course plays. 
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s you walk into Royal Troon’s

imposing clubhouse, the first

thing you see is a replica of the

Claret Jug. The glare from the famous

trophy draws the eyes to a series of glass

cabinets sitting adjacent, shielding pieces

of memorabilia dating back to the 19th

century. In between lies a corridor which

spans the length of the Postage Stamp.

History oozes from the walls, which are

scattered with trophies and framed

scorecards from golfing legends.

The scene is a far cry from the Troon

munis – a trio of municipal courses just a

Rory drive away from the Old Course.

There are no jugs or superstar 

scorecards. Instead, visitors are greeted

by a portacabin acting as a temporary

clubhouse. It’s a world away from Royal

Troon in terms of history and ambience,

but then it only costs a mere £15.50 to play

one of the courses. And once you find the

meat of the Lochgreen, Darley and 

Fullarton layouts, you soon realise that it 

represents amazing value. Senior starter 

Lewis Reid was quick to point out: “Not 

everyone can afford to play Royal Troon 

and pay £200-plus for the privilege.”

All golfing eyes will focus on the Old 

Course for The Open, but there will be

plenty of golf going on at the cheap and

cheerful munis – now branded Troon Links

– run and owned by South Ayrshire 

Council. There always is. That’s been the

way for well over a century and will 

continue to be the way. It is as real world

as golf gets, where value beats vintage.

Cast your eyes out to the courses, flanked

by housing, and it isn’t exactly eye-catching.

A

‘Not everyone
can afford to play
Royal Troon and
pay £200-plus  
for the privilege’

TROON LINKS

O Lochgreen

Green fees: £23-£33.

ODarley

Green fees: £29 May 1-Sept 30; £22

Oct; £20 Nov 1-Mar 31.  

O Fullarton

Green fees: £21 May 1-Sept 30; 

£15.50 Oct-Mar. 

O Contact info: 01292 616255, 

www.golfsouthayrshire.com 

O Passes: Play all three courses for 

£59 over a three-day period. 

Summer unlimited golf three-day 

pass for £99; Mini Troon Links 

experience £39 (any two courses).

➔

Fullarton

If time is tight, or 

you’re just starting 

out, it’s a great round. 

Simple joy

It’s all about  

the golf here. 

In sight

View over to  

the big course. 
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TROON MUNIS

It’s just a wide open expanse of land and is

basically where all three layouts start and

finish. You’re unlikely to see any wealthy

Americans wandering around Troon Links,

but its starter reveals: “I’ve got a bunch of

guys from Royal Troon booked in for 

August. I thought it might have something

to do with The Open but they said ‘oh, no,

it’s an away day.’ Hardly an away day... it’s

only 500 yards down the road!”

Royal Troon may be for the well-heeled,

but the three muni courses cater for

everybody and that includes playing

standards from hackers to single-digit 

players capable of excelling at the 

legendary links neighbour. 

The par-66 Fullarton (4,869 yards) is 

ideal for beginners – and a quick round  

if time is short – but the Darley and 

Lochgreen are serious tests. The par-74 

latter covers 6,785 yards and is where Jack 

Nicklaus qualified for his first Open in 

1964. Despite shooting 82 in the first 

qualifying round, Nicklaus bounced back  

in style with a 68! It’s an unusual links-

parkland combination with the Dovecot 

section providing a change of scenery. 

But the toughest track is the par-71, 

6,321-yard Darley, partially designed by 

James Braid. It’s tight off the tee. Fail to 

find the gorse and heather-lined fairways 

and you’re in deep trouble. No wonder it 

was once said to be one of the hardest 

courses in Britain to play to your handicap.

Starter Lewis, who has been here for 16

years, told us: “Hit the fairways, you’ll make

a score. If you don’t, you won’t.”

Like its neighbours, the Darley is gently

undulating and relatively easy walking. It’s

well protected by snaking burns and 

bunkering along with devilishly difficult

greens, the 152-yard 16th being a prime

example. It’s known as ‘Saucer,’ and is just

as tricky as Troon’s famous Postage Stamp.

They don’t host an Open, and they’re not

in any Top 100 rankings, but Troon’s munis

are what golf is all about – enjoyment.

‘Darley was said
to be one of the
hardest courses in
Britain to play to
your handicap’

WE LOVE IT HERE
History

The club goes 

back 100 years. 

Darley 

What a place to 

spend a summer 

evening.

John Buchanan 22 hcp

“We (with son Chris) 

regularly travel here from 

Glasgow. It’s brilliant, both 

fun and challenging, but more than 

anything else, at just over £20, it’s 

fantastic value-for-money.”

Chris Buchanan 25 hcp

“The Fullarton course suits 

me fine. Like dad says, you’ll 

struggle to find better value 

golf anywhere and it’s great you can 

pitch up and play. The courses are 

always in good nick, too.”

Lester Wilson 11 hcp

“Fullarton is great for a casual 

knock about. The other two – 

Darley and Lochgreen – are 

in great condition. Darley is probably 

the most difficult, purely because of 

the amount of gorse.”

Brian Laird 10 hcp

“All three courses dry really 

quickly so we play them all 

year round. Lochgreen is 

probably the closest in layout and 

playability to Royal Troon and is 

fantastic value-for-money.”
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ick Dougherty, a three-time

European Tour winner, loves The

Open. In his rollercoaster up-and-

down playing career the 2007 Dunhill

Links champion has played in a handful

of them and he hasn’t given up hope of

adding another to the list and playing at

Royal Troon. He’ll be seeking to qualify at

Royal Birkdale’s neighbouring links Hillside,

but first – as part of Sky’s first ever Open

team – he gives his views on the event,

Troon course and his Claret Jug tips…

Q What kind of a test will Troon provide?

It’s very fair from what I gather and I’m

excited about seeing it and hopefully

playing in it – I’m looking forward to trying

to qualify for it at my local course, Hillside

near Southport. Either way, I will be there

for Sky, but hopefully on both sides of the

fence as a commentator and a player!

Q Why have Americans been so dominant?

That’s tough to answer because when Todd

Hamilton won he relied a fair bit on a little

hybrid which is not really typical American

play. One thing I know about Troon is that

it’s all very much in front of you and not

like the quirkier links you see now and

then. Therefore it’s easier to learn and

I would say you have to be less creative at

Troon – though you have definitely got to

have all the shots.

N

W O R D S  K E V I N  B R O W N  P I C T U R E  G E T T Y  I M A G E S

‘On paper, it’s a flick. But  
there will be some big scores’
Nick Dougherty tells us what to expect at Sky’s first Open

‘There’s no such 

thing as generous 

bunkers on links 

courses’

Q What one thing do you need to do there 

more than anything else?

Avoid the bunkers and be solid off the tee. 

Bunkers are all penalty shots – there’s no 

such thing as generous bunkers on links 

courses. It’s an A to B golf course with the 

emphasis on finding the fairways. 

Q The Postage Stamp will be under 100 

yards on one of the days. Your thoughts?

The funny thing with links golf is the more 

loft in your hands when it’s windy, the 

worse it is. You could hit a wedge shot 

which comes up 30 yards short if it hits a 

gust. But if you’re hitting a 4-iron it’s easier 

to control though granted you’re hitting it 

further and there’s more chance of it 

straying off line and with a tiny green you 

can’t afford to be too far off line. On paper, 

it’s a flick. But make no mistake, there are 

going to be some big scores.

Q Who are your tips for the Claret Jug?

Rickie Fowler is very good and showed that 

when winning last year’s Scottish Open at 

Gullane. I’m a massive Rory fan, but it’s a 

tough Major for Rory to win again and  

I don’t think his strength, with his swing 

and game, is playing in windy conditions.  

I fancy Justin Rose’s chances, too.

Q What are the chances of another 

surprise winner?

Absolutely. We focus on the so-called Big 

Four and tend to forget about the many 

other great players around. There are 

plenty of others who will fancy their 

chances. That’s the thing about links golf – 

it’s a great equaliser.

Q You must be thrilled to be part of Sky’s 

first Open?

Delighted and excited – as I was watching 

it on the BBC for many years. Last year  

I was part of the R&A’s live coverage and 

the year before covered it for 5 Live radio.  

I am sure Sky will take the coverage up a 

notch or two, transforming it from basic 

coverage thanks to insights from people 

involved and the use of modern technology.



We understand that the time you spend 
pursuing your passion is just as important 
as the time you spend at work. So one  
of the things we offer our clients is free 
membership to the HSBC Premier Golf 
Network. We focus on getting to know 
you personally, so when we look after 
your personal economy, you can be sure 
it’s in good hands.
 
Find out more at  
premier-golf-network.hsbc.co.uk

HSBC Premier is subject to financial 

eligibility criteria.

Proud Patron of The Open.

with your

pitching, your

putting and

your personal

economy. 

We could help


