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A
BY AUDREY PAVIA

After months of searching, you’ve 
found the perfect horse to buy. All you 
need to do is hitch up your horse trailer, 
head over to the seller’s barn, seal the 
deal, and take your new horse home.

Not so fast.
The ancient Roman who coined the 

term caveat emptor (let the buyer be-
ware) was probably shopping for a horse.

One way to help ensure you’re get-
ting a sound, healthy horse is to invest 
in a prepurchase examination by a quali-
fied equine veterinarian.

A prepurchase veterinary exami-
nation is your one chance to acquire 
important information about a horse be-
fore you buy him.

Here’s a checklist of the steps to take 
before the exam and what to expect dur-
ing the exam.

Before the Exam
Here are preliminary steps to take lead-

ing up to the exam itself.
■  Find the right vet. Try to use your 

own vet, but be aware that you might 
need to call in a different vet if the horse 
is located far from your vet’s office. 
Avoid using the seller’s vet. It’s best to 
get an objective opinion.

■  Start a dialog. When you schedule the 
exam, discuss your plans, goals, and am-
bitions, so the vet knows how you’ll be 
using the horse.

■  Continue the dialog. When the vet is 
onsite, remind him or her how you’ll be 
using the horse. Share everything you 
know about the horse’s medical history 
and current use.

During the Exam
Here are the areas the veterinarian will 

cover when examining a horse you’re con-
sidering for purchase.

■  Vital signs. The vet will check for nor-
mal temperature, respiration, and pulse 
while at rest. The horse will then be 
given some light exercise and checked 
again. Abnormal vital-sign readings can 
indicate illness.

■  Gut sounds. Using a stethoscope, 
the vet will listen to the sounds com-
ing from the different sections of the 
horse’s gastrointestinal system. Normal 
gut sounds indicate a healthy digestive 
tract.

■  Heart and lungs. The vet will listen 
to the horse’s heart and lungs with a 
stethoscope, checking for abnormal 
sounds or activity.

■  Eyes. Using a light source, the vet will 
check the health of the horse’s eyes, look-
ing for corneal scarring, cataracts, in-
flammation, and other signs of disease.

■  Teeth. The vet will examine the horse’s 
mouth for problems, including missing 
teeth, overgrown molars, poor align-
ment, and abnormal wear.

■  Conformation. The vet will evaluate 
the horse’s conformation for any faults 
that may affect the animal’s ability to per-
form the job you have in mind for him. 
He or she will evaluate conformation 
based on balance, structural correctness, 
way of going, muscling, and type.

■  Passive lameness exam/legs. In 
this part of the lameness exam, the 
horse stands still. The vet will palpate 
(expertly feel) the lower limbs, checking 
the horse’s bones, joints, muscles, ten-
dons, and ligaments. He or she also will 
likely palpate the horse’s back.

■  Passive lameness exam/hooves. 
The vet will look closely at the shape, 
balance, size, and quality of the horse’s 
feet and hooves. He or she will use hoof 
testers (metal pincers) to check for any 
soreness. The vet will also conduct flex-
ion tests (in which various joints are 
manipulated) to reveal any pain, espe-
cially those in the lower leg. After each 

The Prepurchase Exam

CLIXPHOTO.COM CLIXPHOTO.COM

Online bonus! For prepurchase exam FAQs, go to TrailRiderMag.com.
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leg is flexed, the horse is immediately 
asked to trot off with a handler during 
which the horse’s gait is analyzed.

■  Active lameness exam. In this part
of the lameness exam, the horse will
be asked to move. The vet will watch
closely as the horse is led at a walk,
trot, and canter. The vet may then ask
to see the horse longed in a small cir-
cle, preferably on a hard surface. This
test can help bring to light any lame-
ness problems.

■  Blood. Blood tests are optional. If you
ask for a blood test, the vet will check
for equine infectious anemia, thyroid
function, and other metabolic prob-
lems. You may also request a drug test
for sedatives, painkillers, and/or anti-
inflammatory drugs.

■  Radiographs. At your request, the vet
may take radiographs (X-rays) to further
evaluate soundness and health. Radio-
graphs are typically taken if the flexion
test reveals any signs of lameness.

■  Neurological problems. The vet
might also check for equine protozoal
myelitis and other neurological prob-
lems, especially if there have been any
outbreaks in the area. He or she might
bend the horse’s neck, ask the horse
to back or turn in a tight circle, or tap
the horse to check certain reflexes. If
there are signs of a possible neurological
problem, the vet can perform approved
additional tests. TTR

Audrey Pavia, an award-winning freelance writer 
based in Norco, California, is a competitive trail 
rider and member of the North American Trail 
Ride Conference. She’s the author of Trail Riding: 
A Complete Guide (Howell Book House imprint of 
Wiley; www.howellbookhouse.com).

Eyes HoovesTeeth

The Prepurchase Exam
CONTINUED

CoolDown™ IceFil® Jersey

side seam pocket to
hold a cell phone

lightweight mesh 
under arms provides 
ventilation

lock-down zipper pull

stock tie loop on
the back neck

Zanzibar™ Breech

elliptical hem stays 
tucked for excellent 

coverage in the saddle

     technology provides
UPF 50 sun protection

Super-soft premium quality 
IceFil fabric wicks moisture 
away from skin and provides a 
cool feel, reducing body surface 
temperature by up to 5º.

BUY NOW at
IRIDEONRIDINGWEAR.com



EFFECTIVE BUILT-IN 
INSECT REPELLENT

COMFORTABLE CLEAR VIEW 
VISION™ MESH WON’T 

IRRITATE FACE AND EYES

ADJUSTABLE SAFETY 
FASTENERS FIT SNUG TO 

KEEP OUT DIRT AND DEBRIS

INTRODUCING INSECT SHIELD® 

REPELLENT FLY MASKS FROM 
OPTI-FORCE,™ WITH BUILT-IN 
PROTECTION PROVEN TO 
REPEL FLIES, MOSQUITOS, 
TICKS AND FLEAS.

To learn more about Insect Shield Advantages, 
visit info.mannapro.com/optiforcemask/tr or call 866-712-7110.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.COM/MANNAPROHORSE



10 T H E  T R A I L  R I D E R  • JUNE 2015

YYou’ve found your dream horse. 
He looks perfect from afar, but now 
it’s time to meet the horse to evalu-
ate his suitability.

“When shopping for any horse, 
top factors to consider are training, 
temperament, experience, and con-
formation,” says top trainer/clini-
cian Julie Goodnight.

As a trail rider and equestrian 
traveler, you also need a horse that 
will easily load into the trailer and 
travel calmly to your chosen desti-
nations, Goodnight adds.

To help you make a purchase 
decision, Goodnight will walk you 
through seven horse-evaluation 
steps: (1) trust first impressions; 
(2) ask key questions; (3) evaluate 
conformation; (4) consider compat-
ibility; (5) observe ground work; (6) go for 
a test ride; and (7) make an offer.

In each of these steps, Goodnight will 
provide green flags and red flags in espe-
cially critical areas. Note that “red flags” 
are general guidelines only; evaluate each 
horse individually, and consider your own 
budget and riding needs.

Are you getting the next generation 
saddled up, as well? Goodnight will also tell 
you what to look for in a kid’s first horse. 
(See “7 First-Horse Tips” on page 14.)

1Trust First Impressions
“Trust your first impressions about 

the horse and the seller,” says Goodnight. 
“Take note if anything doesn’t feel right or 
seems sketchy. It’s a big step to buy a new 
horse. You want to feel good about the pro-
cess and your new trail partner.”

Here’s how to get the most out of your 
first impressions.
•   Environment. Start observing the min-

ute you step onto the property. While 
there can be great horses in less-than-
stellar conditions, the overall environ-
ment can provide clues about how the 

horses are cared for. If the place is neat 
and tidy, it’s a good bet that the horses 
have a regimented routine and health-
care plan, as well. Green flag: Clean, or-
derly grounds, pastures, stalls, and barn. 
Red flag: Poor footing, murky pens, ill-
kept structures, and barn hazards.

•    Horse. On your first approach, how does 
the horse react? Does he seem well cared 
for? Green flag: A clean, happy horse that 

lifts his head to greet you. Bonus points 
if he walks over to say hello. Red flag: An 
ill-groomed, poorly kept horse that hangs 
his head, seems depressed, turns tail, and 
ignores you.

2 Ask Key Questions
As you inspect the environment and 

greet the horse, ask the seller the follow-
ing key questions.
•  Why are you selling the horse? 

Listen closely to the answer. Green flag: 
The seller just doesn’t have time for the 
horse, has too many horses, or has new 
interests. These answers typically mean 
the horse just needs to find a new home. 
Red flag: The seller pauses, or seems to 
be covering up a health or behavior issue. 
Keep asking questions until you get at 
the truth.

•  What’s the horse’s medical history? 
Ask specifically whether the horse has 
colicked. Colic is the number-one killer 
of horses. And horses that tend to colic 
tend to colic again. Ask also if the horse 
has taken time off for an injury; length of 
time can indicate severity. Green flag: The 

To Buy or 
Not to Buy?

“Trust your first im-
pressions about the 
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cess and your new 
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seller reports an unremarkable, 
colic-free, injury-free history. Red 
flag: Repeated colic issues, long 
periods of injury recovery, and 
signs of evasion.

•  Are medical records avail-
able? Ask to see the horse’s vac-
cination, deworming, and other 
medical records. If the seller is 
organized and has records avail-
able, you’ll have a sense of how 
the horse was treated. Green 
flag: The seller is open about the 
horse’s medical history. Red flag: 
No medical records are available 
or the records appear incomplete.

•  What’s the horse’s training history? 
Ask how the horse has been trained and 
how many days of professional training 
he’s had (for example, 30, 60, 90 days, or 
more). A well-trained horse is typically 
less costly in the long run than what 
you’ll likely pay in training fees. Green 
flag: Any professional training. Profes-
sional trainers are typically consistent 
and clear, leading to a willing, responsive 
horse. Red flag: A horse that’s been ridden 
by one rider or has had no professional 
training.

•  What’s the horse’s current job? Find 
out what the horse has been used for in 
the past. Green flag: Trail-riding experi-

ence is ideal. But note that if the horse 
has been shown, that means he’s an expe-
rienced traveler and has been exposed to a 
variety of sights and sounds. Red flag: The 
horse’s experience doesn’t dovetail with 
your needs in any way.

3 Evaluate Conformation
Conformation is one thing you can’t 

change, so learn the basics before you 
check out the horse onsite. Here are a few 
general guidelines to get you started.
•  Balance. To determine balance, stand at 

the horse’s side and mentally draw lines 
from nose to withers, withers to croup, 
and croup to tail. These three sections 
should be as equal as possible. Then look 

at the horse’s shoulder angle. A horse 
with a straight shoulder may provide a 
bouncy ride.

•  Back. An optimal back length makes for 
a strong trail horse, especially on steep 
hills. Ideally, the horse’s topline (from 
base of withers to croup) should be half 
the length of his underline (from girth to 
stifle).

•  Hips. The length and turn of the horse’s 
hips are critical to his athletic ability. In 
general, larger hips provide more power 
to propel the horse forward. Each hip 
should be about the same length as the 
back. Hip slope should roughly match 
shoulder slope.

CONTINUED ➜

Ask how the horse has 
been trained and how 
many days of profes-
sional training he’s had. 
A well-trained horse is 
typically less costly in 
the long run than what 
you’ll likely pay in train-
ing fees if you purchase 
a green horse.

When evaluating conformation, consider balance. Stand at the horse’s side and mentally draw lines from 
nose to withers, withers to croup, and croup to tail. These three sections should be as equal as possible. 
Shown is a well-balanced Quarter Horse gelding.

Facial shape can offer clues to a horse’s tempera-
ment. Through the ages, horsemen have found that 
a horse with large, wide-set eyes and a flat forehead 
is often kind and willing.

To Buy or Not to Buy?
CONTINUED
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•  Legs. Look for a horse with straight legs, 
but note that few horses are perfect. A 
little crookedness can be acceptable. Con-
sider how high in the leg any crooked an-
gles appear. Green flag: The horse toes in 
a little bit. Red flag: The horse is crooked 
in the knees or hocks.

•  Hooves. Goodnight has found that black 
hooves are often tougher than white 
hooves, which can be more prone to stone 
bruises and chipped walls. Consider hoof 
quality. Ask to see the horse’s farrier re-
cords. Talk to the horse’s current farrier, 
if possible.

•  Overall conformation. Overall, weigh 

conformation pros and cons. Let’s say the 
horse has other favorable factors, but has 
a slightly long back. This slight fault may 
be acceptable, considering your purpose 
and budget. But if the horse has too many 
red flags, move on.

4 Consider Compatibility
If the horse is well-conformed, de-

termine whether he’s the right match for 
you, in terms of his age, temperament, and 
condition.
•  Age. Be wary of young horses unless 

you’re an experienced trainer. A young 
horse can seem well-trained, but he may 
not be consistent as he matures. He may 

need many more saddle hours to become 
the reliable trail partner you’re looking 
for. If you’re looking for a reliable mount, 
find a horse 8 years old or older.

•  Temperament. Choose a horse whose 
personality and temperament match your 
own. If you’re laid back, look for a mellow 
mount. If you love to be on the go, look 
for a spirited, but not spooky, animal. Tip: 
Through the ages, horsemen have found 
that a horse with large, wide-set eyes and 
a flat forehead is often kind and willing. 
A forehead bulge can mean the horse is 
more ornery. Green flag: A horse with a 
steady, kind, generous personality. Red 
flag: A spooky, nervous horse.

•  Condition. If the horse is out of shape, 
you’ll need to condition him for long 
rides and rough terrain. If the horse is 
very thin, it’ll also take time to get him 
in top form. Consider how much time 
and patience you’ll have for this process. 
Green flag: A fit horse that looks like he 
can tackle the trails. Red flag: An obese 
horse that may have insulin resistance or 
a history of founder. Only a veterinarian 
can rule out these lingering effects.

5 Observe Ground Work
You can tell a lot about a horse’s be-

havior, temperament, and training even be-
fore he’s saddled up. Here’s how to evaluate 
a horse on the ground.
•  Handler clues. The moment you drive 

up, watch the handler for clues to the 
horse’s basic behavior. Green flag: The 
handler invites you to watch as the horse 
is collected from the pasture or stall. 
Red flag: When you drive up, the horse 
is already tacked up and sweaty; this can 
mean the handler has worked off the 
horse’s excess energy for a calmer ride.

•  Ground manners. Watch the horse as 
he’s caught, led, groomed, saddled, and 
bridled. Observe the horse’s reactions to 
handler cues and willingness to stand 
still. Pay attention to how the horse reacts 
when the handler cleans the hooves. Ask 
the handler to tie the horse. Green flag: A 
horse that’s well-mannered on the ground 
and stands calmly when tied. Red flag: A 
horse that resists being handled, crowds 
your space, or is fidgety when tied. This 
behavior can be difficult to fix.

•  Tacking-up clues. Watch how the 
horse reacts when he’s saddled and 
cinched. If he pins his ears or fidgets, 

To Buy or Not to Buy?
CONTINUED

7 First-Horse Tips
Here are seven things to consider when 

shopping for a kid’s first horse or pony, ac-
cording to top trainer/clinician Julie Good-
night.
•  Consider age. Older is better. The Rule 

of 20 says that the age of the horse plus 
the age of the rider must equal at least 20. 
Often, you can find a well-trained, experi-
enced horse best suited to a child (and also 
reasonably priced) in the 18- to 22-year-old 
bracket.

•  Consider experience. Look for a horse 
that’s set in his ways, experienced, unflap-
pable, and used a lot. You want a horse 
that’s done many different things and 
worked hard for a living. This horse will be 
a solid citizen and won’t want to work any 
harder than he has to. If he’s traveled fre-
quently, all the better. There’s probably nothing that will surprise this horse.

•  Consider temperament. Babysitter wanted! Look for a temperament of solid 
gold — a horse that’s calm, friendly, and willing, with an eagerness to please 
and a cautious approach. Ideally, find a thinking horse that will act as a supervi-
sor when you’re not present. Look for a big, kind eye, a flat forehead, and a calm 
awareness.

•  Consider size. Find a horse or pony that’s the right size for the child. If the 
youngster can brush, clean feet, and saddle up all by herself, she’ll learn to be an 
independent rider.

•  Disregard discipline. Don’t worry about the job the horse has done up until 
now. Emphasize safety and fun. A well-trained, experienced horse from any disci-
pline will fit this bill.

•  Don’t get cheap. Spend as much as you can to get the best, safest horse pos-
sible. Look up the cost of one trip to the emergency room. Add this amount to 
whatever you were planning to spend on the horse to help ensure a trustworthy, 
reliable mount.

•  Save your pennies. If the child is seriously smitten, her first horse won’t be 
her last. Kids outgrow their first horse after a couple years — not so much in 
size, but in performance. The child’s second horse may be more expensive as the 
budding rider moves into more advanced activities.

Look for a temperament of solid gold — a 
horse that’s calm, friendly, and willing, with 
an eagerness to please and a cautious ap-
proach.

CONTINUED ➜
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he could have back pain or sad-
dling issues. Before the saddle pad 
is on, note any white marks on the 
horse’s back — white hairs or spots 
may indicate that the horse has had 
saddle-fit issues that could have led 
to soreness.

•  Trailer-loading ease. Ask the han-
dler to show you how the horse loads 
in the trailer. Note that it’s not nec-
essarily a red flag if the horse doesn’t 
load easily, especially if the han-
dler’s body position or loading style 
stopped the horse from going in. If 
you feel you’d do anything different-
ly, ask to work with the horse yourself.

6 Go for a Test Ride
The horse is tacked up and you’re 

ready to go for a ride. As you prepare to 
ride him, and while in the saddle, follow 
these guidelines.
•  Be cautious. “Never get on a strange 

horse that the owner isn’t willing to ride,” 
Goodnight advises. “It could be okay, but 
the seller could be scared of the horse. 
Gather more information before you 
mount up.” Be sure to wear an ASTM-
approved, SEI-certified helmet and sturdy 
boots.

•  Watch another rider. Ask to watch 
someone else ride the horse first. Is the 
rider relaxed and riding with a loose rein? 
Or is the rider gripping on the reins and 
looking tense? If the rider is tense, how 
is the horse reacting? Notice the rider’s 
habits and decide what you’d do differ-
ently. Green flag: A horse that shows 
patience when a rider grips and pulls on 
his mouth. Red flag: A horse that reacts 
poorly to a tense rider, creating an esca-
lating cycle of harsher cues and increased 

tension. Decide whether it’s safe for you 
to ride such a horse.

•  Stay close. When you first mount up, 
stay close to the barn, or ride in an arena, 
until you feel comfortable on him.

•  Become a passive rider. After you’ve 
ridden the horse a bit, find out what hap-
pens if you become a passive rider — that 
is, relax the reins, and still your seat and 
leg cues. Green flag: He continues in the 
direction you’ve asked of him. Red flag: He 
moves off on his own or pulls to the gate.

•  Become an active rider. Switch styles, 
and become an active rider — that is, 
pick up the reins (while being gentle on 
the horse’s mouth), and cue the horse 
with your seat and legs. Ask him to turn 
left and right; ride him as though he were 
yours. Is he responsive and willing?

•  Ride off. After you’ve tested the horse in 
a safe environment, find out how he acts 
when you ride off by yourself. You won’t 
have to go far to find out whether he’s 
barn sour or skittish on the trail.

•  Go back to the barn. If you’re at all 
concerned about the seller’s honesty — 
or if the horse was saddled and ready for 
you to ride — stop by unannounced to 

see whether the horse acts 
the same way as he did on 
your first visit. Ask the seller 
whether you can catch, 
groom, saddle, and ride the 

horse as though he were yours.

7 Make an Offer
If the horse meets all your criteria 

and you think he’s a good match for you, 
take action right away. Good horses usually 
don’t last long on the market.

Ask for a trial period, but note that if the 
seller says no, that’s not necessarily a red 
flag, according to Goodnight.

“It’s often a liability issue to allow some-
one else to handle a horse when the owner 
can’t be present,” she notes. “And if the 
owner knows he has a good horse, he knows 
others will be eager to make an offer.”

After you make an offer, but before the 
sale is considered final, make an appoint-
ment for a prepurchase veterinary exami-
nation with an objective veterinarian in the 
area. Book your own appointment, and be 
present for the exam. (For a prepurchase 
exam checklist, see page 6.) Obtain any 
needed documents before you hand over a 
check.

Trust your instincts, and act fast when it 
feels right. TTR

Julie Goodnight (www.juliegoodnight.com) lives 
in central Colorado, home to miles of scenic 
trails. She trains horses and coaches horse own-
ers to be ready for any event, on the trail or in 
the performance arena. She shares her easy-to-
understand lessons on her weekly RFD-TV show, 
Horse Master, and through appearances at clin-
ics and horse expos held throughout the United 
States. She’s also the international spokesperson 
for the Certified Horsemanship Association (www.
cha-ahse.org).

Heidi Melocco (www.whole-picture.com) is a 
lifelong horsewoman, equine journalist, and 
photographer based in Mead, Colorado.

You can tell a lot about a horse’s 
behavior, temperament, and 
training on the ground, notes 
Julie Goodnight (shown). Pay 
attention to how the horse 
reacts to being groomed, 
saddled, and led.

To Buy or Not to Buy?
CONTINUED
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AA trusty trail horse will bring 
you years of enjoyable riding and 
camping adventures. A smooth-
gaited horse will carry you down 
the trail on a cloud of comfort. 
Such a horse is especially suited 
for aging baby boomers, as easy 
gaits are gentle on the back, knees, 
and hips.

The right gaited horse will 
carry you to the tops of the moun-
tains, deliver you safely to valleys 
below, and will even go boldly into 
the urban jungle.

We’ve owned and ridden Mis-
souri Fox Trotters for 15 years. We 
take our horses on the road for 
riding and camping adventures for 
up to eight months per year. Our 
surefooted mounts safely carry us over dif-
ficult, even treacherous terrain.

Here, we’ll give you seven guidelines to 
buying a gaited horse: (1) Boost your buy-
ing savvy; (2) consider conformation and 
soundness; (3) consider personality and 
temperament; (4) consider safety; (5) con-
sider gaits; (6) avoid pitfalls; and (7) train 
for the trail.

We’ll share our own expertise, as well 
as top advice from three respected horse 
trainers: Ivan Archer of Indianola, Iowa; 
Dawn Johnson of Tetonia, Idaho; and Ralph 
Oliphant of Richmond, Missouri.

1Boost Your Buying Savvy
As you start your search for a gaited 

trail horse, gather solid horse-buying infor-
mation. This will help you avoid a purchase 
you might regret. Here are seven ways to 
boost your horse-buying savvy.
•  Take riding lessons. Riding a gaited 

horse feels different from riding a non-
gaited horse and requires a different tech-
nique. You might be an experienced rider, 
but if you’ve never before owned a gaited 

horse, take a couple of lessons from a cer-
tified riding instructor who’s familiar with 
gaited-horsemanship techniques. (For a 
list of certified riding instructors, contact 
the Certified Horsemanship Association, 
www.cha-ahse.org.)

•  Talk to gaited-horse owners. You 
might’ve become interested in gaited 
horses because of a gaited-horse owner 
you met at your barn or on the trail. 
Talk to this owner, as well as other 
gaited-horse owners. Ask where they 
got their horses, what they like about 
their mounts, and what challenges they 
might’ve had. Go online, and join horse 

forums. Read as much as you can about 
the gaited breeds in which you’re inter-
ested.

•  Make a list. “Write down all questions 
and possible concerns you might have 
about buying a gaited horse,” says Dawn 
Johnson, who’s professionally raised, 
shown, trained, and judged horses for 
more than 20 years. “Take this list with 
you when looking at prospective horses.”

•  Find out about the seller. “The sell-
er’s reputation is important,” notes Ralph 
Oliphant, a longtime horseman and train-
er. Find out anything you can about the 
seller in advance.

•  Trust your instincts. “Never talk your-
self into a horse when your first reaction 
is negative,” says Johnson. “Go with your 
instincts. They’re more often right than 
wrong.”

•  Find out why the horse is for sale. 
Beware if the seller seems to be downplay-
ing physical or behavioral problems and 
avoids giving you details about a particu-
lar concern. Use caution if the seller says, 
“It’s no big deal.” Johnson has discovered 

A smooth-gaited horse 
will carry you down 
the trail on a cloud of 
comfort. Such a horse is 
especially suited for aging 
baby boomers, as easy 
gaits are gentle on the 
back, knees, and hips. 
Shown is Charlene Krone 
fording a stream aboard 
her Missouri Fox Trotter, 
Nate.

Smooth 
Operators

Smooth-gaited horses 
carry you down the trail 

on a cloud of comfort. 
Find a gaited horse 

that’s right for you with 
this exclusive guide.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY KENT & 
CHARLENE KRONE

CONTINUED ➜

Online bonus! For more information on a smooth-gaited horse’s conformation and way of going, go to TrailRiderMag.com.
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that often the “no big deal” problems are 
the reason the horse is being sold.

•  Avoid a fixer-upper. Unless you’re 
an experienced trainer, avoid horses 
that haven’t been ridden in years, those 
younger than 5 years old, buckers, and 
greenbroke horses, says Johnson.

2 Consider Conformation 
and Soundness

A gaited horse’s conformation contrib-
utes to safe trail rides. You want a surefoot-
ed, balanced horse that offers overall riding 
enjoyment.

Look for a strong, athletic body with 
matching shoulder and hindquarter angles, 
a short back, and a long underline.

A balanced horse is proportional 
throughout his body. For example, his front 
end is proportional to his hind end, and his 
legs are proportional to his body. If you’re 
uncertain about the quality of the horse’s 
conformation, ask for an expert opinion.

Hoof health can’t be overstated. Are the 
feet in proportion to the horse? A big horse 
with little feet will have more difficulty 
with balance and support.

A horse with contracted heels (caused 
by a shift in the hoof walls that narrow the 
foot) is a candidate for unsoundness. Flat 
feet predispose a horse to bruising. Suf-
ficiently thick hoof walls are crucial for 
horses traveling in rough terrain.

To further evaluate hoof health, ask for 
an opinion from a reputable veterinarian or 
farrier in the area.

A horse may have excellent conforma-
tion yet still have soundness issues. Years 
ago, we bought a beautifully conformed 
horse only to discover weeks later that he 

was going blind. Another horse we pur-
chased had lameness issues that surfaced 
after a couple of hours of riding.

We could’ve avoided both incidents if 
we’d arranged for a prepurchase veterinary 
examination. Fortunately, we were able to 
return both horses to the respective sell-
ers. (For a prepurchase exam checklist, see 
page 6.)

3 Consider Personality 
and Temperament

“Horses read people a lot quicker than 
people read horses,” Oliphant notes.

Know your personality and tempera-
ment, then buy a compatible horse. This 
step will enhance your bond with your new 
horse, as well as your trail-riding enjoy-
ment.

Johnson agrees that matching your 
personality with a horse is a key to success. 
She also points out that what might be a 
great horse for one person can be a disaster 
for someone else.

Ivan Archer, who’s sold and trained 
horses for more than 30 years, concurs. 
“Horses are a lot like people,” he says. 
“Each one is an individual. Horses learn at 
different rates, and have varied aptitudes 
and attitudes. But most learn quickly and 
have naturally pleasant dispositions.”

To evaluate personality, watch the horse 
the moment you greet him. Does he seem 
friendly and eager to go for a ride? Observe 
his behavior on the ground and in the 
saddle.

When you’re comfortable riding the 
horse, ask him to perform specific maneu-
vers, such as halting from the trot, backing, 
and turning. A bad-tempered horse might 
act up as you apply these cues.

4 Consider Safety
As you look for a gaited horse, make 

safety a top priority. Of course, anyone who 
rides risks injury, but you can decrease this 
risk by choosing a horse wisely.

Keep your age in mind, says Oliphant.
As Roy Rogers once said, “When you’re 

young and you fall off a horse, you might 
break something. When you’re my age, you 
splatter.”

Archer enjoys selling safe, gaited horses 
to older people so they can enjoy many 
more years in the saddle.

If you’re a silver rider, look for a calm, 
well-trained horse with abundant trail ex-
perience.

“There’s no such thing as a bombproof 
horse,” says Oliphant. “What’s important 
is the size of the bomb.” He says a horse 
should have a reasonable reaction to fear; 
that is, react without becoming unglued.

CONTINUED ➜

The right gaited 
horse will carry you 
to the tops of the 
mountains, deliver 
you safely to valleys 
below, and will even 
go boldly into the 
urban jungle. Here, 
Charlene Krone 
rides her Missouri 
Fox Trotter, Nate, 
on a switchback in 
Montana’s Beartooth 
Mountains.

After you purchase your gaited horse, train him for the trail. “To make a good trail horse, there’s no sub-
stitution for the wet-blanket treatment,” note the Krones. “That is, you have to get out and ride.” Shown is 
Kent Krone riding his Missouri Fox Trotter, Buddy, across a high bridge.

Smooth Operators
CONTINUED



The Fork Lodge currently
operates as a private equestrian
and dining club providing an
exclusive retreat for members,
guests, and their horses. The
property   

includes 25 acres, the lodge
with restaurant and 10 guest 
rooms, 4 cabins, stables, & is
set up to provide gourmet
dining for  guests. Flexible
owner financing: $575K

If you’ve been dreaming of owning a peaceful equestrian estate,
then The Highlands at Big South Fork invites you to tour its
remaining available lots for free. You’ll enjoy five days and four
nights at East Fork Stables with unlimited trail riding.

You will not experience a hard sell pitch of any kind.
We simply want to introduce fellow horse lovers to the premier
gated equestrian community of The Highlands. This 3,500-acre,

planned horse-riding community makes living your dream easy
and affordable. Financing has loosened up again.Owner financing
requires only $1000 down to start your dream, so now is the
time to buy before values escalate. Learn more by visiting
allardtland.com/highlands, but call today to claim this free
offer: 931-704-8873, or email tom@allardtland.com. Space is
limited and reserved on a first-call basis.931-704-8873.

East Fork Stables
The most fun you can have on horseback!

www.eastforkstables.com

2015 event Schedule:

12,000 privately owned acres with over
100 miles of riding trails. 
Camping, cabins, stables, meals, and unforgettable memories!

WHITE OAK
www.allardtland.com/whiteoak

With lots starting at the amazing low
price of $25K, White Oak is a great and

safe investment – 75% of the development is already sold out!

The highlands
at Big South Fork

*Free vacation offer limited to space availability and filled on first-called, first-served basis. Some dates are blacked out. Requires recipients to take a tour of Allardt Land Company resort property, but no purchase is required.

The fork lodge www.forklodge.com

Cumberland Plateau 

Cook-Off

Book your ride!
9 3 1-704-8873
tom@allardtland.com



22 T H E  T R A I L  R I D E R  • JUNE 2015

To test the horse’s safety level, find out 
his reaction to “horse-eating monsters” 
with this simple monster test developed by 
Johnson.

First, Johnson will ask the seller to ride 
the horse. As he or she does so, Johnson 
nonchalantly follows behind, kicking at 
gravel and scuffing her boots. She watches 
whether the horse reacts nervously or 
simply takes note and continues on, undis-
turbed by the commotion.

Johnson suggests taking a friend along 
when going for a test ride. “During the 
ride, take turns leading and following,” she 
advises. “Does the horse exhibit nervous-
ness when changing positions? Can the 
horse follow, as well as lead? What happens 
if the horse following crowds him from be-
hind?”

A horse that stumbles and falls isn’t 
safe. To evaluate surefootedness, John-
son suggests riding with loose reins over 
ditches, curbs, and uneven ground. With-
out rider guidance, does the horse stumble 
or pick up his feet? Does he pay attention 
to where he’s putting his feet or flop them 
down carelessly?

5 Consider Gaits
Gaiting ability can be difficult to as-

sess. Some horses are naturally smooth 
gaited, while others require training to 
get the gait. And some horses lose their 
smooth gait if they’re ridden incorrectly 
or aren’t offered sufficient opportunities to 
gait.

When a horse is gaiting smoothly, you 
should see and hear four equally placed 
steps, says Johnson. Note the length and 
forwardness of the stride. For an optimal 

glide and a ground-covering gait, she pre-
fers a long stride with a good overstride 
(the action of the back foot slipping over 
the front track).

If the gaited horse naturally performs 
a flat-footed walk, watch for a camel walk, 
which is strung-out and sloppy. Johnson 
notes that you can often turn a camel walk 
into a smooth-strided movement by collect-
ing and gathering the horse into a shorter-
strided walk.

We think an ideal gaited trail horse is 

Smooth Operators
CONTINUED

As you look for 
a gaited horse, 
make safety a 
top priority. Find 
a horse that’s 
calm in the face 
of “horse-eating 
monsters” (such 
as this dilapidated 
cabin), or at least 
reacts reasonably 
without becoming 
unglued.

Visit us at the 
Western States Horse Expo 

in Sacramento, CA
June 5-7, 2015  - Bldg B Booth #2117

www.horsexpo.com
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one that can pick up a gait smoothly, on 
demand, without becoming overexcited. If 
you can control your horse’s speed, you’ll 
be able to ride with friends aboard both 
gaited and nongaited horses.

6 Avoid Pitfalls
Here are four ways to avoid pitfalls 

when purchasing a gaited horse.
•  Be honest. Be honest with yourself 

about your riding ability, time, energy, 
and budget. Make sure you can ride the 
horse regularly. It’s unrealistic to keep a 
horse in a stall all week and expect him to 
be a great trail companion on the week-
ends.

•  Use your head. Don’t buy a horse based 
on emotions. Look at the horse with a 
clear lens. And never buy a horse simply 
because of his color. You might get lucky 
and get a good horse, but basing a pur-
chase solely on color isn’t wise.

•  Observe the horse under saddle. 
Ask the seller to ride the horse first, while 
you observe. Pay attention to the horse’s 
response to cues, as well as his gaits and 
general obedience.

•  Ride the horse. Don’t buy a horse 
without riding him, unless you have him 
evaluated by a professional trainer. And 
don’t rush the process. “An honest seller 
will encourage a potential buyer to ride 
the horse a week or more before mak-
ing the decision to buy,” notes Oliphant. 
That said, the seller may have legitimate 
reasons for wanting to sell the horse 
quickly.

7 Train for the Trail
You’ve taken your new gaited horse 

home. Now what?
To make a good trail horse, there’s no 

substitution for the wet-blanket treat-
ment. That is, you have to get out and ride. 
Ride over varied terrain. Ride over logs 
and rocks and through rivers and streams. 
Climb mountains, and descend steep banks.

For safety’s sake, expose your new horse 
to the sounds and smells of different kinds 
of animals.

A few years ago, we were on a pack trip 
in Yellowstone Park in Wyoming. As we 
rounded a bend, we found ourselves face-
to-face with a big, black llama. Our pack 
horse jumped skyward and moved with 
lightning speed. We were duly impressed 
with his acrobatics, but dismayed at the 
mess he made with our packs.

If you plan to ride in the mountains and 
wilderness areas, you’ll likely come across 
deer, elk, moose, mountain goats, moun-
tain sheep, and even bears and mountain 
lions.

You can’t prepare your horse for all en-
counters, but if you’ve found a horse with a 
calm, stable temperament, he’ll likely react 
in an acceptable manner.

Also accustom your new trail horse to 
suburban sights and sounds, such as cars, 
trucks, all-terrain vehicles, bicycles, and 
noisy children.

Ride or trailer to a small town, tie up at 

the hitching rail, and wash down the trail 

dust while your horse soaks up the sur-

rounding atmosphere. TTR

Kent and Charlene Krone combine their interest in 

photojournalism with a passion for horses. They’ve 

sold photographs to magazines, books, calendars, 

postcards, and video producers for more than 20 

years. (For a sampling, visit www.superstock.com, 

and type “Kent and Charlene Krone” in the search 

box.) They enjoy sharing their horseback adventures 

in the United States and Western Canada. Reach 

them at kentandcharlene@gmail.com.
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AAre you thinking of adopting a 
rescue horse for your next trail part-
ner? This could be a wise choice. 
Many sound, sane, healthy horses 
often find themselves at horse res-
cues through no fault of their own.

If you’re thinking of adopting a 
rescue horse, the following six-step 
guide will help you find success.

First, we’ll give you three things 
to do to prepare to adopt a rescue 
horse. Then we’ll tell you how to 
choose a horse rescue. Next, we’ll 
explain how to shop for a horse at a 
rescue, a bit about the adoption process, and 
how to provide optimal post-adoption care.

Along the way, we’ll define common 
rescue-horse terms (page 26), and provide 
details on a project that matches homeless 
horses to loving forever homes (page 26).

We’ll also give you a sample long-term 
feeding plan for malnourished horses from 
Kelly R. Vineyard, MS, PhD, an equine 
nutritionist at Purina Animal Nutrition 
(page 28).

1Do Your Homework
First, be honest with yourself, and set 

out specific guidelines and goals. As you be-
gin the rescue process, and as you proceed, 
keep track of everything in a dedicated 
notebook.
•  Calculate costs. Adoption fees are usu-

ally low, as rescues are more interested 
in finding the horses a good home than 
making a profit. And, of course, the cost 
of owning and caring for a horse is on-
going. Create a budget that includes all 
horse-related expenses. Include boarding, 
feed, tack, training, veterinary care, and 
supplements.

Also prepare for unexpected expenses. 
Costs can add up if your rescue horse be-
comes injured, or needs corrective shoe-

ing or expensive supplements. An owner’s 
lack of preparation for the unexpected ex-
penses may’ve led to the need to surren-
der the horse to a rescue in the first place.

•  Evaluate your riding-skill level. Be 
honest. It’s better to have a horse you’re 
comfortable with than one you’re fright-
ened of. For example, if you’re a beginner, 
start with a horse that is well-trained and 
confident, versus an untrained or newly 
started horse.

•  Know what you’re looking for. Be 
clear on exactly what you want to do with 
your new horse. Do you need a mount for 
occasional short rides, a second horse to 
put friends on, a pasture companion for 
your existing horse, or a solid trail com-
panion? Write down the answers in your 
notebook, and take this information with 
you when you go horse shopping.

2 Choose a Rescue
Now you’re ready to find a respectable, 

accredited rescue. One place to start is A 
Home for Every Horse. (For details on this 
project, see page 26.)

After you’ve found one or two rescue fa-
cilities, ask the questions listed below. The 
answers will help determine whether it’s a 
responsible, legitimate rescue.
•  Is the rescue a registered nonprofit 

organization? If so, is there a board of 
directors? Are they willing to share their 
financials with you?

•  Where do the horses come from? 
Does the horse rescue only take in horses 
that are removed from neglectful situa-
tions, or does it take horses from auctions 
or individuals? Local animal control or-
ganizations will usually only work with 
reputable rescues.

•  What does the facility look like? It 
should be clean, well-organized, and have 
safe, effective stalls and pastures.

•  Will the rescue share the horse’s 
health records with you? Can you 
talk to their veterinarian? A rescue with 
nothing to hide will happily show you the 
horse’s veterinary records.

•  Does the rescue have a good repu-
tation in the community? Ask local 
horse owners, veterinarians, and farriers.

To the 
Rescue!

Are you thinking of 
adopting a rescue 
horse for your next 
trail partner? This 
could be a wise 
choice. Many sound, 
sane, healthy horses 
often find themselves 
at horse rescues 
through no fault of 
their own.

Ready to adopt an 
unwanted horse for 

your next trail mount? 
Use these six steps to 

give a formerly abused 
or neglected horse a 
loving forever home.

BY CATE LAMM

Online bonus! For rescue-horse testimonials from A Home for Every Horse and Purina Animal Nutrition, go to TrailRiderMag.com.

CONTINUED ➜



The Academy Horse Program now offers 3 LEVELS of training for your horse.The Academy Horse Program now offers 3 LEVELS of training for your horse.

We have the time, experience and the best training method to help you 

discover your horse’s true potential. Along with training, you’ll receive 

a lifetime of support with your horse.

Visit us at www.academyhorse.com and let the best bring out his best.

Level One:

FUNDAMENTALS

This course covers the Fundamentals 

level of the Method, teaching your 

horse trust, respect and control. 

Horses receive extensive training on 

the trail and obstacle course.

Level Two:

INTERMEDIATE

Your horse will be taught the 

Intermediate groundwork and riding 

exercises, where more emphasis is 

put on softening and suppling the 

horse’s fi ve body parts.

Level Three:

ADVANCED

Your horse will learn the Advanced 

level of the Method, which is all about 

fi nessing the control you have of him 

on the ground and under saddle.
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•  Will the rescue give you a tour of 
the facility? How do the horses look? 
Are they well-fed? Are their feet in good 
condition? Are they fed good-quality hay? 
A rescue does take in horses in poor con-
dition, but the majority of the residents 
should be in good health.

If possible, set up a tour. A well-run res-
cue will be open and friendly, the animals 
will be well cared for, and the stalls and 
pastures will be safe and clean. Staff mem-
bers will be happy to share information 
about the horses and their organization.

Write down the answers and your im-
pressions in your notebook, and make a 
list of any concerns, so you can address 

them with follow-up questions before you 
start choosing a horse.

3 Start Horse Shopping
Most organized rescues’ websites fea-

ture the horses ready to be adopted. But 
they’ll likely also have horses not yet on 
the website, so don’t be discouraged if you 
don’t see your dream horse right away. 
Also, almost all rescues have waiting lists 
comprised of horses waiting to be admitted.

If you’re a beginning or intermediate 
rider, arrange to bring a professional or 
experienced horseperson with you to your 
adoption appointments. This person will 
notice any exceptional behavioral or health 
issues that might be too much for you to 
handle.

Rescue-Horse 
Terms

Here’s a rundown of horse-clas-
sification terms you might hear at a 
horse rescue.
•  Rideable. These are sound, 

trained horses that just need new 
homes. There are an increasing 
number of these types of horses 
available at rescues, as this is where 
once-loved horses end up when 
their owners can no longer care for 
them, and no buyer can be found.

•  Light-ride. These horses often 
have a mild lameness issue or are 
of an advanced age that keeps them 
from performance-level riding, 
including trail riding. But these 
horses are often well-trained and 
can make great teachers. They can 
be perfect for people who are just 
starting out or may wish to ride oc-
casionally.

•  Unstarted. These horses are un-
trained or have no under-saddle 
training. However, these horses 
can be great finds if you’re a train-
er or are willing to work with a 
trainer to get them started.

•  Companion. These horses are no 
longer rideable, but can do well as 
companion animals. Companion 
horses usually make up the largest 
number of inhabitants at rescues. 
These animals have much to give. 
They often find work as therapy an-
imals, and can be comforting com-
panions to animals and humans.

To the Rescue!
CONTINUED

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLORADO HORSE RESCUE

A reputable horse rescue 
will expect you to demon-
strate your riding ability at 
two adoption appointments. 
This enables the staff to 
make sure you and the 
horse are suitable for each 
other. Shown is Legacy, a 
Spotted Saddle Horse mare 
rescued by Colorado Horse 
Rescue (www.chr.org).

A Home for Every Horse
There are about 170,000 to 200,000 horses in the United States in need of care and 

shelter. A Home for Every Horse (www.ahomeforeveryhorse.com) is dedicated to help-
ing find the forever homes around the country for these horses in need.

This project was launched by Equine.com, Active Interest Media Equine Network, 
and the American Horse Council’s Unwanted Horse Coalition (www.unwantedhorse 
coalition.org).

These equine groups — along with Purina, Tractor Supply Company, Zoetis, and 
WeatherBeeta — are dedicated to providing resources for rescues around the country 
to help them support, rehabilitate, and re-home rescue horses.

AHFEH promotes rescue horses through the Equine Comeback Challenge, which 
provides horses with the training they need to find their forever homes.

To find a rescue horse, go to AHomeForEveryHorse.com. You can search horses 
waiting for homes at nonprofit shelters across the country.

This search is powered by Equine.com, the online market 
leader in connecting equine buyers, sellers, and breeders. (For 
more information, see page 36.)

Equine.com is a sister company of The Trail Rider and USRider 
Equestrian Motor Plan; all are part of the Active Interest Media 
Equine Network.
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Also, this person may need to ride the 
horse first to make sure the horse is a good 
match for your skill-set.

Now it’s time to schedule a visit. Before 
you go, review your written goals so you 
don’t get overwhelmed.

When you arrive at the facility, you may 
be asked to fill out an application. This 
helps staff members determine the type of 
horse to show you. Ask to see only horses 
that meet your criteria.

When you find a horse you’re interested 
in, find out everything you can about him. 
Here are some questions to ask:
•  Do you have the horse’s medical records?
•  How did the horse come to the rescue?
•  How long has the horse been there?
•  Has he been in training? What kind?

The answers will help you determine 
whether the horse is right for you and will 
give you valuable information about how to 
handle the horse once you take him home.

4 Initiate the Adoption 
Process

Here’s a rundown of a typical adoption 
process. Each facility is different, but this 
will give you some idea of what to expect.
•  Test ride. A reputable horse rescue will 

expect you to demonstrate your riding 
ability at two adoption appointments. This 
enables the staff to make sure you and the 

horse are suitable for each other. Be sure 
to wear appropriate riding apparel, in-
cluding an ASTM-approved, SEI-certified 
riding helmet.

As you ride, the rescue’s staff members 
will be evaluating your ability to handle 
the horse. This can be a little daunting, 
but keep in mind they want this partner-
ship to work just as much as you do. Stay 
calm and focused.

•  Site visit. If the ride goes well, and you 
think you’ve found the horse for you, the 
next step in the adoption process is typi-
cally the site visit. Well-run rescues will 

send an agent to visit the location you 
plan to keep your horse to verify that you 
have a safe, suitable facility.

Rescue representatives will be looking 
primarily for safety issues. These include: 
safe fencing; proper shelter; good-quality 
hay; clean, fresh water; and healthy exist-
ing horses, if any.

•  Adoption contract. This contract is a 
binding agreement between you and the 
horse rescue outlining your rights and 
responsibilities, and the rescue’s rights. 
This document often states that you’re re-

CONTINUED ➜

Cate Lamm and her rescue horse Banjo. “Keep in 
mind that your rescue horse may’ve experienced 
some kind of neglect and/or abuse,” notes Lamm. 
“It takes patience, perseverance, and confidence to 
rehabilitate a horse that has lost trust in humans.”
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sponsible for care of the horse according 
to certain humane standards.

The contract may also state that the 
rescue will retain ownership of the horse 
for a certain period of time. Some rescues 
retain ownership for the life of the horse. 
More commonly, the rescue will grant 
you full ownership of the horse after six 
months or a year.

5 Finalize the Adoption
Here are the final steps to take before 

you adopt your rescue horse.
•  Schedule a prepurchase exam. 

Once you have approval to adopt the 
horse, schedule a prepurchase veterinary 

examination. Use a trusted veterinarian. 
(For a prepurchase exam checklist, see 
page 6.)

•  Check supplies. Make sure you have 
everything your new horse will need, 
including feed, clean water, salt, shelter, 

tack, grooming supplies, and an 
equine first-aid kit.

•  Check paperwork requirements. If 
you’ll be boarding your horse, check the 
facility’s paperwork requirements. Most 
facilities will need to see a negative Cog-

Long-Term Feeding Plan
Once the initial refeeding period has 

proven successful, a long-term plan may 
be put into place. Keep in mind that re-
habilitation of a malnourished horse will 
vary and largely depends on the horse’s 
initial condition.

Fortunately, good veterinary care 
combined with a proper nutritional ap-
proach can successfully return a mal-
nourished horse to good health.

Your rescue horse’s digestible-en-
ergy (DE) requirement, along with the 
amount of weight he needs to gain, will 
dictate your long-term feeding plan.

Note that it takes approximately nine 
megacalories (Mcal) DE above a horse’s 
maintenance requirement to induce one 
pound of weight gain.

A megacalorie is the unit of measure 
used to quantify energy in equine rations 
and is equal to 1,000 kilocalories (Kcal). 
One Kcal is equal to 1,000 calories (c), 
and one calorie is the amount of energy 
it takes to raise one gram of water one 
degree Celsius. The Kcal, also referred to 
as a “Calorie” with a capital C, is the unit 
of measure used in human nutrition.

The table below shows the daily DE re-
quirements for mature horses at different 
levels of metabolism: minimum mainte-
nance; average; and elevated. Minimum 
maintenance applies to sedentary horses 
due to confinement or limited voluntary 
activity; average refers to alert horses with 
moderate voluntary activity; and elevated 
applies to nervous horses or those with 
high levels of voluntary activity.

After you and your veterinarian target 
your horse’s daily DE intake, select feeds 
that provide that requirement. Here’s an 
example of what you might expect to feed 
your horse.
•  Forage. The use of high-quality forages 

should be maximized whenever possible, 
but pasture should be introduced slowly 
and conservatively, similar to the way a 
native horse would be introduced to lush 
spring pasture. Alfalfa and alfalfa-mix 
forages are highly palatable and provide 
a higher calorie density per pound than 
most grass-only forages. Forage alterna-
tives, such as soaked beet pulp, can also 
be utilized to increase calorie intake 
from the forage portion of the diet.

•  Digestible feed. Some horses may 
not be able to consume and digest for-
ages properly. For horses with teeth 
issues or suspected digestive problems 
due to old age or as a consequence of 
starvation, feeding a highly digestible, 
well-fortified complete feed, such as 
Purina® Equine Senior®, will facilitate 
digestion and absorption and maximize 
your horse’s ability to extract nutrients 
from the feed.

•  Fat-added concentrates. Feeding a 
high-quality concentrate will facilitate 
weight gain and help bring the horse 
back more quickly than with a forage-
only diet. If no underlying kidney or 
liver dysfunction is present, you can 
use fat-added concentrates to meet 
daily DE requirements. Depending on 
your horse’s preference and your forage 
program, consider highly fortified fat-
added feeds, such as Purina® Strategy®, 
Omolene #500®, and Ultium® Competi-
tion or Growth formulas, plus Amplify® 
high-fat supplement.

Note: When introducing concentrate 
feeds, start by feeding very small amounts 
in multiple meals per day. Increase the 
daily quantity of concentrate feed slowly, 
by no more than a total of a half-pound 
to one pound per day, until you reach the 
desired feeding level. When introducing a 
fat-added feed or supplement, also begin 
slowly to allow your horse to adapt.
—  Kelly R. Vineyard, MS, PhD, equine 

nutritionist, Purina Animal Nutrition

Daily maintenance DE requirements of mature horses 
(Nutrition Research Center 2007)

Desired bodyweight (lbs.) Minimum (Mcal) Average (Mcal) Elevated (Mcal)

800 11.0 12.0 13.2

1,000 13.8 15.1 16.5

1,200 16.6 18.1 19.8

1,400 19.3 21.1 23.1

To the Rescue!
CONTINUED

Adoption fees are usually low, as 
rescue facilities are more interested 
in finding the horses a good home 
than making a profit. Shown is 
Tigger, a Quarter Horse rescued 
by Last Chance Animal Recue in 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania (www.
lastchanceranch.org).

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAST CHANCE ANIMAL RESCUE
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gins test (for equine infectious ane-
mia), and a Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection.

•  Get feeding instructions. Your 
rescue horse may’ve been neglected 
and starved before rehabilitation at 
a rescue facility. When your once-
starved rescue horse was first saved, 
he was likely put into a veterinarian-
supervised refeeding program. When 
you adopt such a horse, carefully 
follow feeding recommendations to 
avoid any further physical damage. 
(For long-term feeding guidelines, 
see opposite page.)

6 Provide Optimal Care
Reputable rescues will schedule 

one or two follow-up appointments to 
confirm you’re caring for the horse in the 
manner outlined in the contract. If you fail 
to properly care for the horse, the rescue 
will remove him from your premises.

These follow-up visits are for your ben-
efit, as well; if you’re having any problems 
with your horse, rescue staff members 
can suggest ways to help you and offer re-
sources.

Keep in mind that your rescue horse 

may’ve experienced some kind of neglect 
and/or abuse. It takes patience, persever-
ance, and confidence to rehabilitate a horse 
that has lost trust in humans.

When you bring your rescue horse 
home, give him plenty of time to learn new 
things.

Here are tips to get you through the 
first few days.
•  Bond. Spend time bonding with your 

new equine partner through grooming, 
ground work, treats, and lots of love.

•  Be patient. Give your horse several 
weeks to adjust to his new home and 
routine. His past experiences may 
cause him to be on edge in a new envi-
ronment. He needs your confidence to 
help him through.

•  Be aware. Pay attention to the sig-
nals your horse is giving you. Be will-
ing to help him through challenging 
situations with patience and consis-
tency. TTR

Cate Lamm, The Trail Rider editorial assistant, was 
a part of Colorado Horse Rescue (www.chr.org) for 
10 years. There, she served as head of the adop-
tion committee, acted as general manager, and 
worked as a rehabilitation trainer. Lamm trail rides 
on her own two rescue horses, Banjo and Sensei. 
(To follow her blog, go to TrailRiderMag.com.) 
She’s based in Piney Flats, Tennessee.

Most organized rescues’ websites feature the 
horses ready to be adopted. But the rescues 
also will likely have horses not yet on the 
website, so don’t be discouraged if you don’t 
see your dream horse right away. Shown is 
Merlot, an Arabian/Quarter Horse cross mare 
rescued by Bluebonnet Equine Humane  
Society (www.bluebonnetequine.org)

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLUEBONNET EQUINE HUMANE SOCIETY
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WWild horses are America’s treasure. 
According to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, about 41,000 horses and 8,000 bur-
ros roam on BLM-managed rangelands in 
10 Western states.

Up to the moment they’re captured, 
wild horses spend all their lives surviving 
on the range. They’re culled by nature to be 
the hardiest, most rugged trail prospects in 
the horse world.

The number of horses the BLM rounds 
up per year varies. The BLM’s goal is to 
keep the free-roaming wild horse and burro 
population at about 26,000; roundups are 
performed frequently in the fall and winter 
with this goal in mind.

Approximately 48,000 wild horse and 
burros are currently being kept by the BLM 
in short-term corrals and long-term pas-
tures.

Taking on a wild horse can be a chal-
lenge, but with the right care and handling, 
you can find yourself with a savvy, surefoot-
ed trail companion.

Here, we’ll first help you determine 
whether a wild horse is right for you. Then 
we’ll detail several ways to adopt a wild 
horse. Next, we’ll give you post-adoption 
guidelines, including expert feeding and 

gentling tips.

Along the way, we’ll tell you about the 
Extreme Mustang Makeover event (page 
33), review a helpful DVD on gentling a 
wild horse (page 32), and give you a wild 
horse resource guide (page 34).

Note: The terms “mustang” and “wild 
horse” are frequently used interchangeably. 
Here, we’ll use the term “wild horse” to 
describe any horse that is or was once wild, 
regardless of bloodlines.

Wild Horse Challenges
The notion of adopting a wild horse is 

a romantic one. But adopting a wild horse 
in any stage of training can be challeng-
ing. Before you adopt, make sure you’re 
equipped to take on these challenges.

Following are four key things to keep 
in mind.
•  Your horse experience. Wild horses 

for adoption range from unhandled 
horses to those with some training. All 

ages are represented, from weanlings to 
mature horses. An untamed or green-
broke wild horse isn’t the best choice for a 
novice rider. Only consider owning a wild 
horse if you’re a seasoned, knowledgeable 
rider. Even then, you might need the help 
of a professional trainer.

•  Your horse housing. If you plan to 
adopt a wild horse through the BLM, note 
that the agency has stringent horse-hous-
ing requirements. (For details, see the 
BLM website.) Private mustang-adoption 
organizations also have facility require-
ments. Investigate online before you take 
steps to adopt an animal. Before you bring 
the horse home, inspect the enclosure. 
Make sure the space is safe and free of 
hazardous objects.

•  Your budget. Owning a wild horse 
requires a substantial financial commit-
ment. Unless you’re an experienced horse 

Adopt a Wild Horse

Are you thinking about 
adopting a wild horse? 
Here, we tell you how 
to determine whether 

a wild horse is right for 
you, then give you expert 

adoption guidelines.
BY AUDREY PAVIA

The notion of adopting a wild horse is a 
romantic one. But adopting a wild horse in 
any stage of training can be challenging. Be-
fore you adopt, make sure you’re equipped 
to take on these challenges. Shown are wild 
horses on the range in Utah managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

CONTINUED ➜
Online bonus! We take you to an Anna Twinney horsemanship clinic at TrailRiderMag.com.

CONTINUED ➜



Over 45,000 American Mustangs are waiting for adoptive homes. 
An Extreme Mustang Makeover is coming to your area and the 

competing, gentled mustangs will be available for adoption. Come to 
the event and show your support for wild horse adoption!

ADOPT A
   LIVING LEGEND

512. 869. 3225
extrememustangmakeover.com  

2015 EVENT LOCATIONS:  VA, AZ, CA, CO, NV, MO, ID, MA, GA, TX
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handler, you’ll likely need to hire a trainer 
to help you gentle and saddle train your 
horse. Add this cost to what you think 
you’ll spend per year for feed, veterinary 
care, farrier work, tack, board, and other 
miscellaneous expenses.

•  Your time constraints. Do you truly have 
what it takes in terms of time and experience 
to give a good home to a wild horse? You’ll 
need to spend time earning your wild horse’s 
trust. Plan to spend hours just hanging out 
with him to build a relationship. You’ll also 
need to stay intimately involved in your 
horse’s training, even if you use a profes-
sional trainer, to maintain the bond you’ve 
developed with your horse.

Adoption Methods
You can either adopt a horse through 

the BLM’s adoption program or a wild 
horse rescue facility.

For wild horses in need, rescues step in 
to provide a temporary home, along with 
rehabilitation and training. Once a horse is 
ready for a new home, the horse is adopted 
out for a fee.

Each rescue has its own adoption re-
quirements. Reputable rescues are careful 
to match each horse with the right owner. 
Most rescues offer ongoing support to 
new owners to help them bond with their 
mustangs.

The BLM adopts out horses and burros 
through its Wild Horse and Burro Pro-
gram. You can visit an adoption facility, 
attend an adoption event, adopt a horse on-
line, or purchase a horse from the BLM via 
private sale.

The BLM retains title to the horse for 
one year past the date of adoption; full 
ownership of the horse then transfers to 
you, the adopter.

Here’s a rundown of each adoption 
method, plus transport tips.

Whispers from 
the Wild Ones

Natural-horsemanship trainer and clini-
cian Anna Twinney, founder of Reach Out 
to Horses in Elizabeth, Colorado, offers 
a 176-minute DVD designed to help you 
gentle your wild horse.

Whispering to the Wild Ones: Mustangs 
as Our Master Teachers begins with an 
overview of issues affecting wild horses 
in the United States. Twinney then shows 

some of the natural behaviors wild horses exhibit on the range. Next, she explains 
how to connect with wild horses and demonstrates her gentling techniques.

You’ll learn how an understanding of horse behavior — combined with patience 
and compassion — can teach even the most apprehensive wild horse that interacting 
with humans is not only safe, but enjoyable. Touching, haltering, leading, and desen-
sitizing are all covered.

For more information, go to www.reachouttohorses.com.

Anna Twinney

CLIXPHOTO.COM

“The most important 
thing a new mustang 
owner must know is 
that the horse needs 
time,” says natural-
horsemanship trainer 
and clinician Anna 
Twinney. Here, a 
student of Twinney’s 
works with a wild 
horse at Twinney’s 
Reach Out to Horses 
Ranch in Elizabeth, 
Colorado.

ANNA TWINNEY PHOTO

Adopt a Wild Horse
CONTINUED

Before going on your next trail 
riding adventure, here’s your 
solution for easy maintenance, 
while looking great:  

Here are a couple 
of grooming 
solutions from 
the Original 

Mane ‘n Tail:  
First, start with 
Detangler, the 
answer for easy 
removal of knots 
and tangles. Just 
a few sprays on 
the knotted areas 
and your comb 
will glide right 
through helping to 
maintain tangle-free hair, keeping 
it soft and manageable with a fuller, 
healthier look. 

Secondly, before 
you head down 
that dirty and 
dusty trail, 
use Shine On 
finishing spray 
for your horse’s 
coat to provide 
immediate luster 
and shine with 
long lasting coat 
protection from 
staining while 
helping to repel 
dust and debris 
from the ride. Both products will get 
your horse looking great and ready 
for anything you may encounter. 

For more information visit
www.manentailequine.com

or call 1-800-827-9815

Grooming with ease and 

riding in style with 
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•  Go to an adoption facility. If you 
choose to adopt a wild horse from a BLM 
adoption facility, you’ll visit a set loca-
tion where animals are kept and choose 
the horse you’d like to adopt. The BLM 
maintains adoption facilities in Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Mis-
sissippi, Nebraska, Nevada, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming. If you meet 
adoption requirements, you’ll make an 
appointment with the closest facility, 
submit an adoption application, and pay a 
$125 adoption fee.

•  Go to an adoption event. Adoption 
events take place around the country all 
year long. These events are held in con-
junction with stock shows, horse expos, 
competitive wild horse events, county 
fairs, and other activities. In some cases, 
horses are auctioned off; in others, horses 

are available though regular adoption 
procedures.

•  Adopt online. The BLM’s Internet 
Adoption Program allows you to view 
photos of horses for adoption online and 
bid on the horse you’d like to adopt. Bid-
ding is conducted during specific time 
periods. The minimum bid is $125; bids 
typically go up in small increments. To 
bid, you must meet the adoption require-
ments and complete an adoption applica-
tion. Once the bidding is complete, you 
may ask the BLM to move the horse to a 
closer adoption facility to make it easier 
for you to pick him up.

•  Adopt via private sale. Animals eli-
gible for private sale are those over 10 
years old and younger horses that have 
been passed over for adoption at least 

CONTINUED ➜

The Bureau of 
Land Manage-
ment adopts out 
horses and burros 
through its Wild 
Horse and Burro 
Program. Shown 
are young horses 
awaiting adop-
tion at the BLM 
National Adoption 
Center at Palomi-
no Valley outside 
of Reno, Nevada.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Extreme Mustang Makeover
To increase the number of wild horse 

adoptions, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment partners with the Mustang Heritage 
Foundation to support an event called the 
Extreme Mustang Makeover.

This event allows potential adopters 
to see what trained mustangs can do and 
to purchase a mustang with preliminary 
training. Events are held throughout the 
year across the country.

For each event, competing trainers are 
given 100 days to gentle and train a wild 
horse. Trainers gather together for the 
three-day event to demonstrate what the 
horses have learned. Horses are evaluated 
on their ability to maneuver through pat-
terns and trail courses.

After the preliminary classes are 
tallied, the highest-placing horses are 
chosen to compete in the finals, where 

they’re shown in a freestyle performance 
to showcase their abilities and talents.

During the freestyle performance, 
horses perform such feats as being rid-
den without a bridle, standing steady as 
the rider stands on top of the saddle, and 
moving calmly past noisy obstacles.

After the competition, the horses are 
auctioned off to suitable forever homes. 
Trainers often bid on their own mounts 
because of the deep bond they’ve formed 
with them.

Upcoming 2015 events are planned 
in Reno, Nevada; St. Louis, Missouri; 
Nampa, Idaho; Topsfield, Massachusetts; 
Gainesville, Georgia; and Fort Worth, 
Texas.

 For more information, and for sched-
ule details, go to www.extrememustang 
makeover.com.

save $15 
on any Weaver Leather 

product with the purchase 
of Prodigy® Leg Care

RideTheBrand.com

 premium protection 
for the equine athlete

Purchase any four-pack of specially 
marked Weaver Leather Prodigy® Leg 
Care, and receive a $15 Weaver Leather 
gift card ($10 gift card on two-pack 
purchase) good on your next purchase. 
Gift card redeemable by mail and expires 
December 31, 2015.
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three times. In this adoption method, 
the title of ownership passes immediately 
from the federal government to you, the 
buyer. If you choose this route, note that 
you must still meet the BLM’s adoption 
requirements.

•  Transport tips. No matter what adop-
tion method you choose, it’s your respon-
sibility to transport your new horse to 
your facility. The BLM requires that you 
use a trailer designed to accommodate at 
least three horses. Plus, the trailer must 
not have a manger, divider, or anything 
else that the horse could try to jump over. 
Open stock trailers work best.

Feeding Facts
Once you’ve adopted your wild horse, 

the work has just begun. You’ll need to 
further prepare your facility and transition 
your new horse to a new feeding program.

First, provide a half-barrel or trough for 
water rather than an automatic waterer, 
and a ground-feeder for hay. This will lower 
the chances that your horse will avoid 
drinking or eating because he’s afraid of a 
strange waterer or feeder.

Plan your wild horse’s feeding program 
well in advance. Match the feeding program 
he was on at his prior living situation. If 
you want to change his diet, do it very 
slowly to avoid colic.

“Horses in the wild rarely experience 
colic,” says equine nutritionist Juliet Getty, 
PhD. “One of the main reasons for colic 
in the domesticated situation is the rapid 
change from one feed to another, leaving 

the bacterial hindgut population little time 
to adjust.

“These microbes are responsible for 
digesting the fiber found in hay or pasture 
and need to be protected.”

Dr. Getty recommends providing free-
choice grass hay to your wild horse, using a 
slow feeder.

“Horses, as grazing animals, are de-
signed to consume forage virtually all day 
and night, taking a few minutes here and 
there to rest,” Dr. Getty explains. “Their 
consistent chewing produces acid-neu-
tralizing saliva, thereby preventing ulcers. 
Walking to find that next tasty bite exer-
cises the digestive-tract muscles, helping to 
protect against colic.”

Dr. Getty suggests supplementing your 
horse’s forage with nutrients.

“Hay, which is dead grass, no longer 
contains the vitamins found in the wild 
horse’s previous, varied diet,” she notes. 
“You’ll need to fill the horse’s nutrition 
gaps to match the rich nutrition of the wild 
environment.”

To fill these gaps, Dr. Getty recommends 
vitamin and mineral supplements, along 
with chia seeds and ground flaxseeds as a 
source of omega-3 fatty acids.

Handling Help
Your handling approach will depend on 

how much gentling the horse has already 
experienced. If you adopt a wild horse from a 
BLM adoption facility, he likely will have had 
little handling and will need to be gentled.

Wild horses adopted from rescues or 
from competitive mustang training events 
have been handled and have had some 
training.

Wild horses that have not been handled 
pose the greatest training challenge. Before 
you can do any kind of training, the horse 
must learn to trust you.

“The most important thing a new mus-
tang owner must know is that the horse 
needs time,” says natural-horsemanship 
trainer and clinician Anna Twinney, found-
er of Reach Out to Horses in Elizabeth, 
Colorado.

“The horse needs time to transition. We 
need to realize that he was pulled off the 
range, and taken from his freedom and his 
family. It’s important to have compassion 
and realize everything the horse has been 
through.”

The amount of time the horse needs to 
bond with you will depend on the horse, 
says Twinney.

“Some will come right up and want in-
teraction,” she says. “Within a day or two, 
if the horse has been allowed to settle in, 
the horse will volunteer to interact. Some 
horses take longer than others. If you ini-
tially keep the horse in a paddock, rather 
than in a large pasture, the horse will be 
encouraged to volunteer sooner.”

Twinney advises against driving a wild 
horse in a round-pen to try to force him to 
engage with you.

If you choose to adopt 
a wild horse from a 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment adoption facility, 
you’ll visit a set location 
where animals are kept 
and choose the horse 
you’d like to adopt. 
Shown are wild horses 
at a satellite adoption 
facility in California.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Adopt a Wild Horse
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WILD HORSE RESOURCES
American Mustang and 
Burro Association, Inc.
ambainc.net

Bureau of Land Management 
Wild Horse & Burro Program
(800) 370-3936
www.blm.gov/adoptahorse

Ever After Mustang Rescue
(207) 284-7721
www.mustangrescue.org

Extreme Mustang Makeover
(512) 869-3225
www.extrememustang 
makeover.com

Hidden Valley Wild Horse 
Protection Fund
(775) 461-2121

www.wildhorseadoption.org

Livesavers Wild Horse Rescue
(661) 727-1205
www.wildhorserescue.org

Mustang Heritage Foundation
(512) 869-3225
www.mustangheritage 
foundation.org

Mustangs to the Rescue
(541) 330-8943
www.mustangstotherescue.org

Mustang-Spirit Equine Rescue
(760) 807-7558
www.mustang-spirit.org

Reach Out to Horses
(303) 642-7341

www.reachouttohorses.com

US Wild Horse & Burro 
Association, Inc.
(732) 742-5044
www.uswhba.org

Western States Wild Horse 
& Burro Expo
(775) 843-1314
www.wildhorseandburroexpo.
com

Wild Horse & Burro 
Association
www.wildhorseburro.com

Wild Horse Rescue Center
(321) 427-1523
www.wildhorserescuecenter.org
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YYou’re in the market for your next 
trail horse. You know what you want. 
You’ve spent hours hopping on horse-
buying websites, looking for your dream 
horse. Now, you’re ready to buy, but 
you’re not sure how to proceed.

If you’re new to buying horses on-
line, it’s understandable that you’re a 
little nervous. But it’s easy to buy your 
dream horse online, as long as you 
know what you’re doing.

Learn the secrets to success — and 
avoid potential pitfalls — with this 
guide from the experts at Equine.com.

Start Your Search
Here are six tips to follow as you go 

online to start your search for your next 
trail horse.
•  Make a list. List the qualities you’d 

like in your next horse, including age, 
gender, temperament, and training. If 
you plan to evaluate the horse onsite be-
fore you buy, add a geographical range. 
You might think you’ll keep this infor-
mation in your head, but searching for 
a horse online can lead to distractions; 
your list will help you stay focused on 
your goal.

•  Create an account. To create an on-
line account, you’ll likely need to enter 
a user name, your actual name, your 
e-mail address, a password, the country 
in which you live, your postal zone, and 
your riding discipline. Creating an ac-
count allows you to use more site func-
tions. These include:
–  Save Search. This time-saving function 

allows you to quickly find your favor-
ite prospects the next time you log on. 
Memories aren’t perfect. For example, 
you might think that 10-year-old, fam-
ily-friendly Quarter Horse gelding is in 

Oregon, when actually he’s in Wash-
ington. If you target Oregon to find 
the gelding again, you might think the 
horse has been sold, missing out on a 
potentially perfect mount.

–  Advanced Search. This function also 
saves time by allowing you narrow 
your search. You’ll be able to refine 
your search based on, for example, 
breed, discipline, and price.

–  Contact Seller. This function allows 
you to communicate with the seller for 
more information on the horse.

•  Broaden your search. If your initial

search turns up little to nothing, 
you’ll need to broaden your search re-
sults. Try including a wider variety of 
breeds, or broaden your price range.

•  Evaluate photos/videos. Photos 
and videos give you a chance to evalu-
ate the horse’s conformation, overall 
appearance, and movement. If the

seller hasn’t posted any visuals, request 
them on your initial contact with him 
or her.

•  Consider a rescue. Rescue horses can 
make excellent trail horses and loyal 
companions. If you’re considering a res-
cue, search for rescue facilities by loca-
tion, as the staff will need to meet you in 
person. (For more information on adopt-
ing a rescue horse, see “To the Rescue!” 
on page 24.)

•  Consider leasing. Leasing a prospect 
allows you to spend more time with him 
before you make a commitment to buy. 
Educate yourself on lease agreements, 
so the terms are clear. For a start, go to 
www.equine.com/help/legal.aspx.

Get More Information
When you’ve narrowed down your 

search, send the seller a request for more 
information. Send a request only if you’re 
serious about the horse to save both par-
ties time.

Response time varies. On Equine.com, 
you can expect to hear a response from a 

If you’re new to buying horses online, it’s 
understandable that you’re a little nervous. 
But it’s easy to buy your dream horse on-
line, as long as you know what you’re doing. 
Here’s how to make a successful purchase.

CONTINUED ➜

Online bonus! For more information on how to spot an online scam, go to www.equine.com/scam-alert.aspx.

Buy a 
Horse Online

You’ve perused online 
websites for your dream 

horse. Now, you’re 
ready to buy. Learn the 
secrets to success — and 
avoid potential pitfalls — 

from the experts.

COURTESY OF EQUINE.COM
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seller within three to five business days. 
In your request, ask for more information 
on the horse’s training, temperament, and 
location.

If you like what you see in your initial 
correspondence, call the seller, and ask the 
questions, below. Get detailed answers. If 
you don’t understand an answer, or need 
more specific information, ask follow-up 
questions.

Use this list as a starting point. Add 
your own questions. Keep in mind that the 
more information you can obtain upfront, 
the more informed your choice will be, 
and the happier you’ll be with your new 
horse.
General Background
–  What is the horse’s general background?
–  Why are you selling the horse?
–  How many owners has the horse had?
–  How long have you owned the horse?
–  What type of documentation does the 

horse have? (Ask about registration, sales 
history, recognition, and awards.)

–  What type of stall and pasture environ-
ment is the horse used to?

Health and Hoof-Care Background
–  Has the horse had any medical problems 

or major injuries? What’s the horse’s 
medical history? (Ask for medical re-
cords and the veterinarian’s name.)

–  Does the horse behave well with the vet-
erinarian? If not, what are the issues?

–  Is the horse shod or barefoot? If shod, 
what kind of shoes? Any special shoeing or 
hoof issues? If barefoot, how often are the 
hooves trimmed? Do you use hoof boots?

–  Does the horse behave well with a far-
rier? If not, what are the issues?

–  What is the contact information of the 
horse’s veterinarian and farrier?

–   What do you feed the horse? Any supple-
ments? Why?

Behavior, Training, and Under-Saddle 
Background
–  Does the horse have any behavioral is-

sues or stall vices? (If so, ask the seller 
to explain these in detail. Decide which 
issues/vices are acceptable and which are 
deal-breakers.)

–  How does the horse respond to other 
horses? (Ask how the horse behaves at 
home, in the trailer, and on the trail.)

–  Who trained the horse? What type of 
training method did he or she use? May I 
contact him or her?

–  Does the horse have any problems load-
ing into the trailer? If not, what are the 
issues?

–  What type of bit, bridle, and saddle do 
you use? Why? (Ask also about any artifi-
cial aids, such as tie-downs.)

–  What type of riding do you do with the 
horse?

–  How often is the horse worked and ridden?
–  How often is the horse ridden on the trail?
–  For what riding level would you recom-

mend the horse?
–  Does this horse have experience doing 

Buy a Horse Online
CONTINUED

Beware of Scams
Scammers on horse-shopping websites engage in several deceptive practices. 

They typically offer a horse or product for a very low price, then try to rush the 
deal through. Reputable websites regularly monitor their advertisements and mes-
sages for scammers, and offer users a way to report suspicious activity.

Here are four common scams to watch out for. If you spot anything suspicious, 
report it immediately to the site host.
•  The Buyer’s Agent Scam. In this scam, the “seller” posts false advertisements 

online, then poses as an “approved” buyer’s agent, putting you at financial risk.
•  The Friesian Scam. In this scam, the “seller” often copies a legitimate ad for an 

expensive, registered horse, then offers the horse for a very low price or even for 
free. The scammer lures in the victim with 
such terms as “loving horse for adoption” 
and “friendly horse for rehoming.” Common 
breeds in this scam are the Friesian, the Gyp-
sy Vanner, the American Walking Pony, and 
well-bred warmbloods.
•  The Transportation Scam. In this scam, 

the “seller” advertises a free horse, giving 
a legitimate-sounding reason, such as car-
ing only about the horse’s welfare. Here, 
the scammer insists you use a particular 
transportation company, then sends you an 
invoice with instructions for how to wire 
money.

•  The Trailer Scam. In this scam, the “seller” 
offers a late-model trailer at thousands of 
dollars below market value. Beware! It’s 
likely a scam. View the trailer in person, if 
possible. Scammers rarely have possession 
of the trailer; they operate by stealing other 
sellers’ photos.

Scammers on horse-shopping websites 
typically offer a horse for a very low price, 
then try to rush the deal through.

Leasing a pros-
pect allows you 
to spend more 
time with him 
before you 
make a com-
mitment to buy. 
Educate your-
self on lease 
agreements, so 
the terms are 
clear.

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO
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the type of work I want him to perform? 
(Ask about trail riding, rugged trail rid-
ing, horse camping, and family use.)

Evaluate the Horse
If you’re satisfi ed with the seller’s an-

swers to your questions, it’s time to evalu-
ate the horse. You’ll either evaluate the 
horse onsite or offsite. Here are guidelines 
for each approach.

If you plan to evaluate the horse onsite, 
arrange a time to visit the seller’s barn. 
Ask an experienced trainer, knowledge-

able horseperson, or equine veterinarian 
to help you, especially if you’re new at 
horse-buying. (For evaluation tips from 
top trainer/clinician Julie Goodnight, see 
page 10.)

Ask the seller to ride the horse before 
you do. Be wary of any owner who’s reluc-
tant to ride the horse or who won’t allow 
you to ride the horse.

If you can’t visit the prospect, you can 
still take steps to ensure he’s the right 
mount for you. Contact a reputable trainer 
in the horse’s area, and request that he or 

she visit the horse on your behalf. Ask for 
an expert opinion, and ask about any po-
tential problems.

If you haven’t already done so, also 
request a video of the horse walking, trot-
ting/running (or gaiting), and under-sad-
dle to see him in action.

If you’re satisfi ed with the horse’s eval-
uation, either onsite or offsite, schedule 
a prepurchase exam from a neutral vet-
erinarian in the area. (For a prepurchase 
exam checklist, see page 6.)

If the horse will be transported across 
state lines, ask the veterinarian for the 
necessary traveling papers. These will 
likely include a Certifi cate of Veterinary 
Inspection and a Coggins test showing 
the horse is negative for equine infectious 
anemia. In the Western United States, you 
might also need a Brand-Inspection Cer-
tifi cate. TTR

Equine.com is the market leader in connecting 
equine buyers, sellers, and breeders. The website 
also has listings for equestrian products, trailers, 
and real estate. Equine.com is a sister company of 
The Trail Rider and USRider Equestrian Motor Plan; 
all are part of the Active Interest Media Equine 
Network.

If you plan to evalu-
ate the horse onsite, 
arrange a time to 
visit the seller’s barn. 
Ask an experienced 
trainer, knowledge-
able horseperson, or 
equine veterinarian 
to help you, espe-
cially if you’re new at 
horse-buying.

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO
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IImagine this sce-
nario: It’s show day. 
Barbara, who owns a 
standard-size trailer, of-
fers to pick up her barn 
buddy, Wendy, and her 
horse. However, when 
they load Wendy’s large 
Warmblood into the 
trailer, he’s so stuffed 
into the space, it’s dif-
ficult to even close the 
door.

This is an extreme 
example, but it does hap-
pen. More likely, a poor 
fit is a lot less obvious.

Horses that are poor loaders will make 
a fuss about getting into a trailer that’s 
too small or dark. But well-trained troup-
ers will load into any trailer, even though 
they may be uncomfortable enough to be 
stressed. A stressed horse may seem fine, 
but he’s at risk for illness and injury.

Here, we’ll first explain how horses in-
stinctually react to closed-in spaces, such 
as trailers. Then we’ll explain how much 
room horses generally need in a trailer for 
comfort and to be able to move sufficiently 
for balance.

Finally, we’ll tell you exactly how to find 
the right size trailer for your horse, includ-
ing shopping specifications.

Your Prey Animal
From your horse’s point of view, he 

doesn’t belong in a trailer at all. Horses are 
prey animals. They’ve evolved to be crea-
tures of the prairie with a strong flight-or-
fight response.

Small spaces make horses claustropho-

bic. They react quite differently to closed-in 
spaces than do humans and other predatory 
animals. Horses depend on their ability to 
run fast and far to survive.

When your horse is stressed or afraid, 
his normal reaction is to run away. His 
body produces adrenaline and other hor-
mones, and his heart rate elevates to pre-
pare him to escape the scary object.

Once your horse gets away from the 
scary object, his body functions return to 
normal, and he lives for another day.

The longer your horse is stressed, the 

more likely he is to get sick. He’s at risk for 
respiratory problems, dehydration, shipping 
fever (or pleuropneumonia, a potentially 
serious respiratory infection), and other ill-
nesses, especially on long trailer trips.

Your horse is also at risk for a serious 
injury if he reacts violently while loading 
or while trying to escape the trailer’s small, 
dark environment.

In addition, a cramped horse can’t use 
his muscles in a natural way to balance and 
adjust to the trailer’s movement. If he has 
to overcompensate, he can become sore or 
even lame.

Room to Move
Make sure your horse has enough room 

in the trailer to use his head and neck in a 
natural way for balance. He should be able 
to spread his legs both sideways and for-
ward to brace against the trailer’s motion, 
including motion created by acceleration 
and deceleration.

Since your horse has four legs, he’s 
generally well able to balance in the trailer 

CONTINUED ➜

Size Up Your Trailer
HITCH UP & GO

Make sure your horse 
has enough room in 
the trailer to use his 
head and neck in a 
natural way for bal-
ance. He should be 
able to spread his 
legs both sideways 
and forward to brace 
against the trailer’s 
motion, including 
motion created by 
acceleration and de-
celeration.

Your traveling horse 
needs enough room to 
move his head, neck, 
and legs for balance. 

Find the right size trailer 
with these shopping 

specifications.
BY TOM SCHEVE AND 

NEVA KITTRELL SCHEVE

For special precautions to follow during long trips, go to USRider.org, Equine Industry News.
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without leaning on the sides or dividers for 
constant support.

If your horse is a scrambler, he most 
likely learned that behavior from riding in 
narrow trailers that wouldn’t allow him to 
spread his legs sufficiently.

Look at any older, straight-load trailer 
that’s less than six feet wide, and you’ll see 
scrambling marks on the sidewalls.

Horses that travel in too-small slant-
load stalls aren’t able to naturally use their 
heads and necks to balance. In a slant-load, 
horses use their front-right and left-hind 
legs to balance. If they can’t move around 
enough to relieve the stress on one leg or 
another, they can become sore.

Is there a standard size for each breed? 
Not necessarily. You can use breed as a gen-
eral starting place, but it’s better to fit the 
trailer to the size of the individual horse

For example, slant-load trailers were 
originally designed to haul three Quarter 
Horses (rather than two) in a short trailer, 
because Quarter Horses are usually small 
enough to reasonably fit. But a large, 16.3-
hand Quarter Horse likely won’t fit into a 
typical slant-load stall.

In the early 1980s, when slant-load trail-
ers were first built, the average straight-
load trailer was 5½ feet wide and 6 feet tall.

It was assumed that because the horses 
so willingly loaded into a large slant-load 
trailer with plenty of light, they must “like” 
the trailer better. Most likely, it was because 
the trailer was just not the tiny, dark one.

The Right Size
Is your trailer the right size for your 

horse? Here’s what he needs.
•  Height. If you have a newer-model 

trailer, it should be tall enough for your 
horse. Today, almost all new trailers are 7 
feet, 2 inches tall — or more. Your horse 
needs to have enough headroom to stand 
comfortably. If he raises his head, he 
shouldn’t hit his head on the ceiling. If he 
has a high head carriage, he’ll need more 
height than a horse of the same size with 
a low head carriage.

•  Length. Your horse needs to be able to 
have enough trailer length that he can 
move a bit and isn’t clamped in. However, 
make sure he can easily touch his chest 
and butt bar so he knows his boundaries.

•  Overall width. Straight-load trailers 
are at least 6 feet wide; some are 6 feet, 8 

inches wide. Slant-load trailers can be up 
to 8½ feet wide. But the wider the trailer, 
the more the wheel well has to come in-
side the trailer; that space is unusable to 
your horse.

•  Stall width. Stall width is as impor-
tant as height and length, because your 
horse needs to spread his legs for balance. 
Full center dividers restrict this move-
ment; partial dividers are preferable. Most 
horses are better off with more room than 
not enough room. A nervous hauler will 
be happier with the divider taken out or 
moved over, but ensure the butt bar is 
within reach of the length of his tie rope, 
so he knows his space.

•  Health concerns. It’s vital that your 
horse be able to lower his head and neck 
to cough out any dust, debris, or toxins 
that he breathes in from the trailer envi-
ronment. Windows and vents are manda-
tory to create light and proper ventilation.

Shopping Specs
Here are some specifications to keep in 

mind when you go trailer shopping. Note 
that the longer your horse is in the trailer, 
the more important it is to pay attention 
to these specs. A relaxed horse with room 
to move will be healthier and will have a 
better attitude in his work than one that’s 
emotionally stressed and physically sore.
•  Average-size horses. A standard size 

suitable for 14.2-hand to 16.2-hand horses 
of normal width is a 6-foot wide, 7-foot, 
2-inch tall straight-load trailer with 10 feet 
of stall length.

•  Small horses. A 14.2-hand (or smaller) 

horse may need to have the butt 
and chest bars lowered — and even 
brought forward — to shorten the 
stall length. Consider a trailer with 
adjustable butt bars.

•  Wide horses. If your horse is unusually 
wide, then the trailer should be an extra-
wide model, that is, 6 feet, 8 inches wide.

•  Tall horses. If your horse is 16.3 hands 
high or taller, buy a trailer that’s 7 feet, 4 
inches — or even 7 feet, 6 inches — tall. 
Rarely is a horse large enough to need 
more height, but it sometimes happens. 
Horses with long necks and/or large heads 
may need extra headroom.

•  Long horses. If your horse is unusually 
long, he may need extra length. For opti-
mum comfort, measure slant-load stalls 
from the center of the front wall to the 
center of the rear wall, not from corner 
to corner. A standard slant-load trailer, 
which measures 10 feet from corner to 
corner, usually leaves just 8½ feet of use-
able space. If your horse needs more than 
8½ feet, he’ll have to stand corner to cor-
ner, and his movement will be restricted.

Horses taller than 15 hands and horses 
that are unusually long for their height will 
feel limited with 8½ feet of useable space; 
they should have 10 feet. TTR

Tom Scheve and Neva Kittrell Scheve (877/575-1771; 
www.equispirit.com) are the authors of the nation-
ally recognized textbook, The Complete Guide to 
Buying, Maintaining, and Servicing a Horse Trailer. 
Neva also has two other horse trailer books to her 
credit, including Equine Emergencies on the Road 
with Jim Hamilton, DVM. The Scheves present 
clinics at equine expos and promote trailer safety 
through articles in national equine magazines. 
They’ve designed and developed the EquiSpirit, 
EquiBreeze, and ThoroSport trailer lines.

This shows the minimum amount 
of space a horse should have to be 
comfortable. “The horse on the left 
is a 16.3-hand Holsteiner, and he fits 
just fine,” note the Scheves. “The 
mare on the right is the same height, 
but she’s wider. Even though the 
space is adequate, she’d do better 
in a wider trailer. This trailer is 7 feet, 
4 inches tall and 6 feet wide, with a 
stall length of 10 feet. There’s 7 feet 
between the butt and chest bars and 
3 feet of head area. The butt bars are 
exactly the right height.”

NEVA KITTRELL SCHEVE PHOTO

Size Up Your Trailer
CONTINUED
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WWhat would happen if your barn lost 
power for just one day? How about a 
whole week? How would you provide wa-
ter, feed, and care for your horse?

What if a fire truck pulled up to your 
farm and told you to evacuate because 
a wildfire was just 45 minutes from en-

gulfing your 
property?

Take the 
time now 
to develop 
an evacuation 
plan. It’s your 
job and your 
responsibil-
ity to come 
up with a plan 

to take care of yourself, your family, and 
your horse. And if you board someone 
else’s horses, the owners will look to you 
to take care of their animals as you would 
your own.

To form an evacuation plan that will 
suit you and your horse, first think about 
what kind of disasters can realistically oc-
cur in your area. Then develop two levels  
of disaster preparedness: personal pre-
paredness (which will take care of yourself 
and your loved ones); and barn prepared-
ness (which includes evacuating your 
horse or horses).

Here, we’ll tell you how to prepare 
your barn, emergency equine shelter, and 
equine transportation in case you need to 
evacuate.

Barn Prep
•  Record your assets. Videotape all your 

assets in your barn and post it on an off-
site server, such as a cloud.

•  Microchip. Ask your veterinarian to im-

plant microchips in every horse on your 
property so you have proof of identifica-
tion. You can easily lose track of your 
horse in a disaster, so identification is 
crucial.

•  Buy leg bands. During an emergency 
evacuation, if you have to turn a horse 
out or leave one behind, a leg band with 
ownership information will help you find 
him later. (For one source of leg bands, 
go to www.qcsupply.com/farm-livestock/
identification/identification-bands.html.)

•  Compile equine records. Get copies 
of identification, photographs, and proof 
of a negative Coggins test (for equine in-
fectious anemia) for every horse on your 
property. Put these in an off-site safe de-
posit box.

•  Set out halters. Make sure there are 
enough halters and lead ropes for every 
horse on your property. Put these in a 
prominent place so you can easily grab 
them in an emergency.

•  Check for hazards. Look around your 
facility for hazards. Make sure human and 
animal escape routes aren’t blocked by 
shipments of hay, farm equipment, non-
working doors, bedding piles, etc.

•  Minimize damage. Consider what you 
can do to minimize damage. Cover pane 
glass with shutters if you live where a 
high-wind event might occur. If wildfires 
are a threat, add a sprinkler system and 
passive heat detectors. Use nonflammable 
materials for any new builds.

•  List tasks. List the tasks specific to your 
barn that must be done before you leave, 
in case you need to evacuate. Include 
turning off the electricity, gas, and water, 
unplugging all appliances, etc. Keep the 
list handy so it’s easy to find if a crisis 
occurs.

Develop an Evacuation Plan
SAFE TRAVELS

REBECCA GIMENEZ, PhD

Make sure there are enough halters and lead 
ropes for every horse on your property. Put 
these in a prominent place so you can easily 
grab them in an emergency. No matter how 
you make your exit, know the routes out.

To check weather conditions, go to USRider.org, Travel Safety

Wildfire. Tornado. 
Hurricane. Earthquake. 
Flood. Use this expert 

survival guide to 
develop your escape 

plan in case of 
emergency.

BY REBECCA GIMENEZ, PHD ~ 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DRS. 

TOMAS AND REBECCA GIMENEZ
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•  Invest in a radio. Invest in a radio with 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration capability to keep up with 
the progress of the storm or hazard. In-
stall weather applications on your mobile 
devices.

•  Assemble fi rst-aid kits. Have fi rst-
aid kits (one for horses, one for humans) 
available at all times. (For preassembled 
equine fi rst-aid kits, contact Vet Med Trail 
Packs, LLC; www.vetmedtrail.com.)

Emergency-Shelter Prep
•  Compile veterinary papers. For every 

horse on your property, compile copies of 
microchip identifi cation information, plus 
vaccination and deworming records, and 
proof of negative Coggins test. Place these 
papers in your vehicle. That way, you can 
take the horses to a local public evacua-

tion shelter or legally cross state lines in a 
major evacuation.

•  Lay in feed/water supplies. Have on 
hand (or in your tow vehicle or trailer) 
about a three-day supply of feed, water, 
medications, etc., for each horse being 
evacuated. Regularly refresh the feed 
supply.

•  Check into overnight stabling. Find 
available sheltering facilities across your 
state. Even better, fi nd overnight and 
short-term boarding facilities, and estab-
lish a relationship with them. Keep sta-
bling contact information with your other 
evacuation papers.

Transportation Prep
•  Plan evacuation transportation. 

How many trailer spaces do you have 
available? If you pack that four-horse 
gooseneck trailer with your four horses, 
where will you put your dogs, cats, and 

human family members? Would you have 
to make two trips to get the other four 
horses you own?

•  Teach horses to load. Teach all the 
horses on your property to load into the 
trailer, no matter what. Practice loading 
each horse alone. Practice at night, and 
when it’s raining, windy, dark, cold, and 
generally miserable.

•  Develop an escape route. Drive 
through every road in your neighborhood 
to identify escape routes. Keep in mind 
that offi cials may close off roads to en-
force the evacuation. Do you have more 
than one way out by the roads to safety? 
Keep printed maps in every vehicle for 
reference in an emergency.

•  Decide where to meet. Choose in ad-
vance a place where everyone involved in 
your household and horsehold will meet 
offsite, if you’re evacuated.

•  Perform practice drills. Post your 
evacuation plan where everyone can eas-
ily see it. Practice your plan with surprise 
drills. Hold an unannounced drill every 
six months. Vary the time of day and drill 
requirements. Practice catching all the 
horses and loading them into the trailer. 
Haul out a few miles, and return. TTR

Rebecca Gimenez, PhD (animal physiology), is 
president of and a primary instructor for Techni-
cal Large Animal Emergency Rescue (www.tlaer.
org). A Major in the United States Army Reserve, 
she’s a decorated Iraq War veteran and a past 
Logistics Offi cer for the American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association’s Veterinary Medical Assistance 
Team, which serves as fi rst responders to ensure 
high-quality care of animals during disasters and 
emergencies. She’s an invited lecturer on animal-
rescue topics around the world and is a noted 
equine journalist.

An emergency evacuation is no time to be dealing with balky load-
ers. Teach all the horses on your property to load quickly and ef-
fortlessly, no matter what.

A sprinkler system is a good safety 
feature in your barn.

If you have to turn out a horse or leave one behind 
during an emergency evacuation, a leg band with 
ownership information will help you fi nd him later.

Stay or Go?
Carefully assess inclement weather versus a real disaster. To determine the ex-

tent of the disaster, consult your local emergency-management agencies, watch the 
weather channels, and install disaster- and weather-related applications on your mo-
bile devices. On Twitter, follow breaking weather news, as well as your local police, 
sheriff, and fi re departments.

If you have more than two horses on your property, evacuate them very early in 
the case of wildfi re, fl ooding, blizzard, or hurricane. It takes labor and space to move 
horses, and you don’t want to be stranded with them in the middle of a disaster.

If you experience inclement weather that allows you to stay put, decide whether 
you’ll leave the horses inside the barn or outside in a paddock or pasture.

Note that horses trapped in barns are subject to fl ying debris all around them, as 
well as the high possibility of a building fi re or collapse. Therefore, it’s often best to 
leave horses out in the largest, best-built, fenced pasture you have.

In a storm, horses will fi nd cover in a copse of trees if they need it, but they’ll 
likely stand with their backs to the wind so their hindquarter muscles will absorb 
any serious injury from fl ying debris, etc. These injuries heal very well.

Develop an Evacuation Plan
CONTINUED
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T H E  G A I T E D  H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N S

contact@walkaloosaregistry.com
www.walkaloosaregistry.com 

The Walkaloosa Horse Association was founded to preserve 
the history and pedigrees of these fantastic pleasure, work and 

performance horses. We invite you to learn more about the 
unique and wonderful Walkaloosa Horse. CONTACT US TODAY!

The SMOOTH RIDE choice for people with 
a preference for beautiful coat coloring!

PH. 805-995-1894  •  4055 VILLA CREEK ROAD  CAYUCOS, CA 93430

PART WALKING HORSE REGISTRY

WALKALOOSA HORSE ASSOCIATION

contact@partwalkinghorse.com
www.partwalkinghorse.com 

Our Mission: To register and record part bred Tennessee Walking Horses 
with accuracy and integrity. We are dedicated to preserving the historical 
attributes of the breed, while encouraging ongoing improvement in the 

quality of the Tennessee Walking Horse.
Our Registry is open to one half, three-quarter and up to purebred 

Tennessee Walkers whose dam or sire was not bloodtyped. We require one 
parent to be TWHBEA, IPWHR or CRTWH registered.  CONTACT US TODAY!

For versatility choose a PART WALKING HORSE

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
facebook.com/walkaloosa.associationandregistry

LN | FOTOGRAFIE

LN | FOTOGRAFIE
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Pull Over Safely
When trailering your horse on wind-

ing mountain roads or anywhere it’s dif-
ficult for others to pass you, don’t worry 
if you’re driving slower than the speed 
limit and holding up traffic. Make your 
horse your first priority; his safety comes 
first. Other travelers might get frus-
trated, but your horse requires a smooth, 
steady ride.

If you choose to pull over, make sure 
you can slow down gradually and will be able to slowly merge back into traffic.

State laws may lead you to worry about the traffic behind you. Such laws may suggest 
that drivers of slow-moving vehicles must move to the side of the road at the first safe op-
portunity when more than five cars are following in traffic. However, these laws usually 
don’t require drivers to pull off to let other vehicles pass unless there’s a safe place to do so.

To check your local travel laws, visit www.dmv.org, Driver Handbooks.
— Heidi Melocco

Stow Your Saddle 
Correctly

On the road, it’s tempting to stow your 
Western saddle with the stirrup looped over 
the horn or laying over the seat. With the 
stirrup up, it’s easier to lift your saddle off 
your horse’s back.

But a stirrup-up position can cause 
cracks in the leather as your saddle dries 
after each use. This position can also twist 
the fenders out of shape, putting your legs 
at an incorrect angle. To keep your saddle 
in good condition when you travel, stow 
your saddle on a saddle rack, with the stir-
rups down.

Bonus tip: Stirrups should break in to 
shape around your leg and hang at an angle 
that best simulates your leg position. If the 
stirrups on your new saddle feel unnatu-
ral, place the saddle on your saddle rack, 
then put a broom handle or dowel through 
the stirrups. The rod will help “train” the 
saddle’s leather to twist into a comfortable 
position.
— Heidi Melocco

Trailer-Prep for Travel Season
Travel season is here. It’s time to inspect your trailer and perform preventive mainte-

nance before you hit the road with your precious cargo. Here’s a trailer-preparation check-
list from USRider Equestrian Motor Plan.
■  Overall inspection. Inspect trailer wir-

ing and lighting. Inspect and grease the 
door latches. Remove mats, and inspect 
the floor. Inspect and lubricate all me-
chanical moving parts. Check for wasp 
nests, spider webs, and other pests.

■  Check the wheels. Remove and in-
spect all wheels and hubs or brake drums.

■  Inspect suspension for wear. In-
spect oil or grease seals for wear or nicks. 
Inspect and grease the wheel bearings. 
Replace the wheel bearings annually, 
regardless of mileage, due to moisture 
buildup. Keep a spare set of wheel bear-
ings in your trailer in case of premature 
failure.

■  Check all bolts. Check the tightness of 
the hanger bolt, shackle bolt, and U-bolt nuts per recommended torque values.

■  Check the brakes. Check brake linings, brake drums, and armature faces for exces-
sive wear or scoring. Check the brake magnetic coil. Remove any rust from the braking 
surface and armature surface of drums. Lubricate the brake’s moving parts with a high-
temperature brake lubricant.

■  Check the tires. Check all trailer tires (including spares) for dry rot, faulty air valves, 
uneven tire wear, and overall wear and damage. Invest in a high-quality air pressure 
gauge, and check tire pressure before each trip.

■  Replace the tires. Replace the trailer tires if they’re worn or damaged, and every three 
to five years regardless of mileage. Use only high-quality tires specifically designed and 
rated for trailers. Never use retread or automobile tires. When you replace the tires, also 
replace the valve stems.

— Lindsay K. Mulvany

Trip Tips

Travel season is here. It’s time to inspect your 
trailer and perform preventive maintenance before 
you hit the road with your precious cargo.

CATE LAMM PHOTO

 

For more trailering and travel tips, go to USRider.org, Equine Industry News.

On the road, stow your Western saddle on a sad-
dle rack to help keep the leather in good shape 
and your stirrups in a comfortable position.

When trailering your horse, don’t worry if you’re driv-
ing slower than the speed limit and holding up traffic. 
Focus on your horse’s safety and comfort.

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO

HEIDI MELOCCO PHOTO
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SSince first being recognized 
in the United States in 1999, 
West Nile virus has posed a seri-
ous threat to horses and humans 
alike. In the equine population, 
the virus is transmitted when 
a mosquito takes a blood meal 
from a bird infected with WNV, 
then feeds on a horse.

While many horses exposed 
to WNV experience no signs 
of illness, the virus can cause 
inflammation of the brain and 
spinal cord. In some cases, espe-
cially in older horses, WNV can 
be fatal.

Prevention is the key to 
reducing your horse’s risk of 
contracting WNV. Follow these guidelines 
from the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners to protect your horse against 
WNV:
1.  Consider vaccinating your horse against 

the disease. In February 2003, a vaccine 
was licensed by the USDA’s Center for 
Veterinary Biologics for use in healthy 
horses as an aid in the prevention of 
the disease. Talk with your veterinarian 
about the most appropriate vaccination 
schedule for your horse.

2.  Eliminate potential mosquito-breeding 
sites. Dispose of old receptacles, tires, 
and containers, and eliminate areas of 
standing water.

3.  Thoroughly clean livestock watering 
troughs at least monthly.

4.  Use larvicides to control mosquito 
populations when it’s not possible to 
eliminate particular breeding sites. Such 
action should only be taken, however, in 
consultation with your local mosquito-
control authority.

5.  Keep your horse indoors during the 
peak mosquito activity periods of dusk 
to dawn.

6.  Screen stalls, if possible, or at least in-
stall fans over your horse to help deter 
mosquitoes.

7.  Avoid turning on lights inside the stable 
during the evening or overnight.

8.  Use insect repellents on your horse de-
signed to repel mosquitoes. This can 
help reduce the chance of your horse be-
ing bitten.

9.  Remove any birds, including chickens, 
located in or close to a stable.

10.  Don’t forget to protect yourself, as well. 
When outdoors in the evening, wear 
clothing that covers your skin, and ap-
ply plenty of mosquito repellent.
For more information about the virus, 

ask your equine veterinarian for the “West 
Nile Virus” brochure, produced by the 
AAEP in conjunction with Bayer Health-
Care Animal Health, an AAEP Educational 
Partner. For additional information about 
WNV, go to www.aaep.org/horseowner.

Reprinted with permission from the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners.

Reduce West Nile 
Virus Risk

YOUR HEALTHY HORSE

In a wet set-
ting like this, it’s 
nearly impossible 
to prevent a mos-
quito bite, but a 
vaccinated horse 
is at reduced risk 
of getting West 
Nile virus.

West Nile virus 
vaccines are proving 

highly effective 
in horses.

For information on traveling with an older horse, go to USRider.org, Equine Industry News.

Here are 10 ways 
to lower your traveling 

horse’s risk of 
contracting 

West Nile virus, 
from the American 

Association of Equine 
Practitioners.

BOB LANGRISH PHOTO



WWW.USRIDER.ORG
(800) 844-1409 

Offi cial Roadside Assistance 
Partner of the AQHAFind Us On 

Facebook Administered by Nation Motor Club Inc., DBA Nation Safe Drivers

“USRIDER WAS THERE FOR ME 
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.” 

-LINDSEY M

• Up to 100 miles free towing
• Emergency stabling assistance
• Emergency veterinarian referrals
• Emergency farrier referrals

• Coverage in any vehicle
• Service on dual-wheeled vehicles  
 and horse trailers
•  Discounts on tack, travel, 
 accessories, and more!

JOIN NOW and ride safely with a membership that includes:

24/7 NATIONWIDE ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR HORSE
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Folding Feeder
Equibrand’s Fold-A-Feeder 
eliminates the messy process 
of feeding hay on the road. Just 
load the hay, snap the lid, and 
go. Hay stays in the bag and off 
your trailer floor. Its light weight 
makes it easy to carry and fill, 
and the bendable plastic frame 
is sturdy, yet flexible. A mesh 
bottom allows smaller particles 
to escape, helping prevent dirt and debris buildup. Adjustable 
straps make it easy to hang in your trailer, on a fence, or virtually 
anywhere. Cost: $49.99. Contact: Equibrand Products, Inc., (800) 
654-7864; www.equibrand.com.

 

 

Trailer Rack
The HayRak allows you 
to easily transport every-
thing you need for your 
equestrian travels. This 
all-aluminum, modular, 
top-mounting system fea-
tures an adjustable design 

that fits virtually every make of horse 
trailer. Transport hay, generators, 
water tanks, or whatever you need 
for your trip. The system is designed 
to transfer the weight-bearing load 
to your trailer’s side walls instead of 
the trailer roof. USRider Members 
receive a 5% discount. Cost: Var-
ies. Contact: Spirit Industries, Inc., 
(866) 926-1117; www.hayrak.com.

Stackable Saddle Rack
Need extra space in your trailer? With SmartPak’s Western 
Stackable Saddle Rack, you can store four saddles where you 

used to store one. This handy rack 
saves valuable floor space in your 

trailer’s tack room. Its durable 
powder-coat finish and two 
inches of square steel tubing will 
hold up to years of use. Cost: 
$159.95. Contact: SmartPak 
Equine LLC, (888) 339-9695; 
www.smartpakequine.com.

Auxiliary Fuel Tank
Haul your horse farther without a fill-up with the Bed Liner Coat-
ing Fuelbox from The Fuelbox™ division of Zylstra Automotive. 
The auxiliary fuel tank system, designed for diesel pickups, is made 
from marine-grade aluminum and covered with a durable bed-liner 
coating guaranteed not to crack, peel, or bubble. The Fuelbox has 
many different models to fit your needs. The Auto Fuel Controller 
will transfer fuel to your truck’s tank as you drive. A transfer pump 
option can be used to fill external vehicles. Cost: Call for pricing. 
Contact: The Fuelbox, (559) 739-0818; www.thefuelbox.com.

ON-THE-GO GEAR
BY LAUREN BACK

For a list of items to keep in your trailer, go to USRider.org, Equine Industry News.

 

Trailer Organizer
The Deluxe Hanging Organizer by 
Professional’s Choice is perfect for 
the rider on the go. A large compart-
ment at the top holds a helmet and 
features elastic cords to keep con-
tents securely in place. Medium-sized 
pockets store leg wraps. Extra-deep 
bottom pockets will hold a number of 
necessities. Double zippers allow for 
easy access. A top handle, hook-and-
loop closures, and reinforced grom-
mets offer easy hanging options. 
Cost: $49.95. Contact: Professional’s 
Choice Sports Medicine Products, Inc., (800) 331-9421; 
www.profchoice.com.
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CHECK US OUT AT:

TrailRiderMag.com

Facebook.com/TheTrailRider

Twitter.com/TheTrailRider

Pinterest.com/TheTrailRider

Hoosier National Forest • Horseman’s Campground

OPEN CAMPING 
& TRAIL RIDING

RIDE, REST, RELAX

2015 SPECIAL WEEKEND EVENTS
WWW.MIDWESTTRAILRIDE.COM

OPEN CAMPING DAILY  (Scheduled Ride Dates Excluded)

Over 100 miles of trails!!!
www.MidwestTrailRide.com

1264 Hunter’s Creek Road
Norman, IN 47264
(812) 834-6686

    ride@midwesttrailride.com

 June 18 – 20 Christian Trail Riders Retreat

 June 26 – 28 Wine and Music Festival!

 Aug 22 Cowboy Obstacle Challenge

 Sept 4 – 7 Kerry Kuhn Clinic!!  Limited to 12 riders!!

 Sept 4 – 7 Labor Day Weekend

 Sept 11 – 13 AQHA Charity Trail Ride Benefi ts Therapeutic Riding Centers in Indiana

 Oct 3 – 8 WeekLong Trail Ride

 Oct  14 – 18 Four Day Fall Fling

 Oct 29 – Nov. 1 Halloween Ride
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American Azteca Horse 
International Association

Sturgis, S.D.
(605) 342-2322; 
www.americanazteca.com

American Bashkir Curly 
Association

Florence, Ky.
(877) 324-0956; (859) 485-9700; 
www.abcregistry.org

American Buckskin Registry 
Association, Inc.

Redding, Calif.
(530) 223-1420; 
www.americanbuckskin.org

The American Donkey 
and Mule Society

Lewisville, Texas
(972) 219-0781; 
www.lovelongears.com

American Gaited Mule 
Association

Bradyville, Tenn.
www.americangaitedmule.com

American Gaited Pony Registry
Newark, Ohio
(740) 438-4960; 
www.gaitedpony.com

American Haflinger Registry
Akron, Ohio
(330) 784-0000; 
www.haflingerhorse.com

American Indian Horse Registry
Lockhart, Texas
(512) 398-6642; 
www.indianhorse.com

American Kiger Horse Registry
 (541) 480-4298; 
uskigers@hotmail.com

American Morgan Horse 
Association, Inc.

Shelburne, Vt.
(802) 985-4944; 
www.morganhorse.com

American Paint Horse Association
Fort Worth, Texas
(817) 834-2742; 
www.apha.com

American Paso Fino Horse 
Association

Lexington, Tenn.
(615) 562-7276; 
www.americanpasofino.com

American Quarter Horse 
Association

Amarillo, Texas
(806) 376-4811; www.aqha.com

American Saddlebred Horse 
Association

Lexington, Ky.
(859) 259-2742; 
www.saddlebred.com

Appaloosa Horse Club
Moscow, Idaho
(208) 882-5578; www.appaloosa.com

Arabian Horse Association
Aurora, Colo.
(303) 696-4500; 
www.arabianhorses.org

Draft Cross Breeders & Owners 
Association

Fishers, Ind.
www.dcboa.com

Gaited Morgan Horse Organization 
(dba Morgan Single-Footing 
Horse Association)

www.gaitedmorgans.org

Horse of the Americas
Attica, Ind.
(765) 762-6628; 
www.horseoftheamericas.com

International Andalusian and 
Lusitano Horse Association

Birmingham, Ala.
(205) 995-8900; www.ialha.org

International Buckskin Horse 
Association, Inc.

Shelby, Ind.
(219) 552-1013; www.ibha.net

International Curly Horse 
Organization

Tularosa, N.M.
(575) 740-4159; 
http://ichocurlyhorses.org

International Morab Breeders’ 
Association

Sanford, Maine
(866) 667-2246; 
www.morab-imba.com

Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse 
Association/Spotted Mountain 
Horse Association

Lexington, Ky.
(859) 225-5674; 
www.kmsha.com

Kiger Horse Association & Registry
Grants Pass, Ore.
www.kigerhorse.org

Kiger Mesteño Association
Portland, Ore.
www.kigermustangs.org

Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed 
Association, Inc.

Ava, Mo.
(417) 683-2468; www.mfthba.com

Montana Travler Horse Association
Livingston, Mont.
mtmalibutan@gmail.com

Mountain Pleasure Horse 
Association

Wellington, Ky.
(606) 768-3847; www.mountain 
pleasurehorseassociation.org

National Pinto Horse Registry
Robbinsville, N.J.
(609) 448-4731; 
www.pintohorseregistry.com

National Spotted Saddle Horse 
Association

Murfreesboro, Tenn.
(615) 890-2864; www.nssha.com

National Walking Horse Association
Lexington, Ky.
(859) 252-6942; www.nwha.com

North American Peruvian Horse 
Association

Santa Rosa, Calif.
(707) 544-5807; www.napha.net

North American Saddle Mule 
Association

Boyd, Texas
www.nasma.us

North American Thoroughbred 
Society

Fairfield, Va.
www.hellohorse.com

Norwegian Fjord Horse Registry
Berthoud, Colo.
(303) 684-6466; www.nfhr.com

Palomino Horse Association
Nelson, Mo.
(660) 859-2064; 
www.palominohorseassoc.com

Palomino Horse Breeders of 
America

Tulsa, Okla.
(918) 438-1234; 
www.palominohba.com

Paso Fino Horse Association
Lexington, Ky.
(859) 825-6000; www.pfha.org

Pinto Horse Association of 
America, Inc.

Bethany, Okla.

(405) 491-0111; www.pinto.org

Pony of the Americas Club, Inc.
Indianapolis, Ind.
(317) 788-0107; www.poac.org

Purebred Morab Horse Association
Georgetown, Ky.
(502) 535-4803; 
www.puremorab.com

Racking Horse Breeders’ 
Association of America

Decatur, Ala.
(256) 353-7225; 
www.rackinghorse.com

Rocky Mountain Horse Association
Lexington, Ky.
(859) 243-0260; www.rmhorse.com

Single-Footing Horse Owners’ & 
Breeders’ Association

Pikeville, Tenn. 
(706) 969-6224; 
www.singlefooting horse.com

Spanish Barb Horse Association
Mule Creek, N.M. 
www.spanishbarb.com

Spanish Mustang Registry, Inc.
(520) 384-2886; 
www.spanishmustang.org

Spotted Saddle Horse Breeders & 
Exhibitors Association

Shelbyville, Tenn.
(931) 684-7496; www.sshbea.org

Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders’ 
and Exhibitors’ Association

Lewisburg, Tenn.
(931) 359-1574; www.twhbea.com

Tennuvian Horse Registry
Spring Hill, Fla.
(727) 992-5062; 
www.tennuvianhorseregistry.com

Tiger Horse Association, Inc.
Huddleston, Va.
(540) 297-2276; 
witsendranch55@gmail.com
www.tigerhorseassociation.com

United States Icelandic Horse 
Congress

Oconomowoc, Wis.
www.icelandics.org

United States Mangalarga 
Marchador Association

Scottsdale, Ariz.
www.namarchador.org

Walkaloosa Horse Association
Cayucos, Calif.
(805) 995-1894; 
www.walkaloosaregistry.com

Walking Horse Owners Association 
of America, Inc.

(615) 494-8822
www.walkinghorseowners.com

Trail-Breed Directory

Missouri 
Fox Trotter

KENT & CHARLENE KRONE PHOTO
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Mangalarga Marchadors

Flying Oaks Ranch is the largest Mangalarga Marchador 
breeder in North America. Our horses are located across 
the U.S. and Canada, with facilities to export horses 
internationally. 

We represent Brazilian breeders furnishing frozen
embryos and semen from Brazilian champion bloodlines.

Rick Schatz, Owner – Kaw City, OK
580-269-2967

www.flyingoaksranch.com | infomarchador@yahoo.com 

Web2Ez is a website development service for animal 
breeders, complete with a pedigree tool and search 
portal by breed or class to promote the sale of 
animals.  User friendly and self-administrating to 
easily make changes to your site. Available with low 
monthly rates.

Marchador2EZ.com

The pleasure breed of the future.

What is a Mangalarga Marchador?
The Mangalarga Marchador is a 200 year old breed of ancient Iberian 
bloodlines, developed in Brazil in the 1800s.

The Marchador is an outstanding saddle horse with athleticism, stamina, beauty, 
pleasing temperament and unique gait. It is very versatile and excels as a 
working, sport and pleasure horse, perfect for trail riding.

The Marchador has great intelligence and a desire 
to please. Once trained, it is a trustworthy mount 
that blends well with an equine-oriented family.

For more information visit www.flyingoaksranch.com or contact us today!

Contact us for your 
FREE BROCHURE

Don’t Wait, Do it now!
 You’re worth it!

Chilko Lake, British Columbia

...Disconnect to Reconnect

See additional styles at shop.outbacktrading.com
#outfi ttinglifesadventures
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Where-to-Ride Guide
To list your trail-riding destination, please see the guidelines on page 72.

PACIFIC REGION

ALASKA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Alaska Horsemen Trail Adventures, Copper Landing;

(907) 595-1806; www.alaskahorsemen.com
Alaska Horse Adventures, Anchorage; (907) 229-4445; 

www.alaskahorseadventures.com
Alaskan Ponies, Trapper Creek; (907) 315-9922;

www.akponies.com
Alaska Riding Adventures, Clam Gulch; (907) 745-8768; 

http://alaskaridingandretreat.net
Bardy’s Alaska Outfi tters, Seward; (907) 224-7863;

www.sewardhorses.com
Chamberlin Equestrian Center, Anchorage; (907) 522-1552; 

www.anchoragehorsecouncil.com
Clam Gulch Stables, Clam Gulch; (907) 262-5492;

www.ptialaska.net/~jacobq
D&S Alaskan Trail Riders, Palmer; (907) 733-2207;

(907) 745-2208; www.alaskantrailrides.com

Denali Saddle Safaris, Healy; (907) 683-1200;
http://farthernorth.org

Denali Horseback Tours, Healy; (907) 322-3886;
www.denalihorsebacktours.com

Rollin West Ranch, Funny River; (907) 262-1330;
www.angelfi re.com/ak4/rwranch

Trails End Horse Adventures, Homer;
(907) 235-6393

Riding Vacations
Alaskan Husky and Horse Adventures, Fairbanks;

(907) 457-3601; www.alaskanhuskyandhorse
adventures.com

Alaska Riding Adventures, Clam Gulch; (907) 745-8768; 
http://alaskaridingandretreat.net

Bardy’s Alaska Outfi tters, Seward; (907) 224-7863;
www.sewardhorses.com

Castle Mountain Outfi tters, Chickaloon; (907) 745-6427; 
www.mtaonline.net/~cmoride

Saddle Trails North, Anchorage; (907) 345-3083;
www.saddletrailsnorth.com

CALIFORNIA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Laz S Ranch, Big Bear; (760) 505-0931;

www.laz-s-ranch-bigbear.com
Rancho Oso Guest Ranch, Santa Barbara; (805) 683-5686; 

www.rancho-oso.com
Riochet Ridge Ranch, Fort Bragg; (888) 873-5777;

www.horse-vacation.com
Rock Creek Pack Station, Bishop; (760) 872-8331;

www.rockcreekpackstation.com
Rominger Trails, Winters; (530) 662-5569;

www.facebook.com/romingertrails

Villa Montagne Equestrian B&B, Big Basin Park;
(307) 413-1480; www.villamontagne.us.com

Riding Vacations
Alisal Guest Ranch & Resort, Solvang;(805) 688-6411; 

www.alisal.com
California Coastal Trail; (800) 550-6854;

www.californiacoastaltrail.info
California Northern Coast Trail, San Francisco;

contact Cross Country International, (800) 828-8768;
www.equestrianvacations.com

Gaits in the Grapes, Temecula; (951) 515-9964;
http://gaitsinthegrapes.com

Greenhorn Guest Ranch, Quincy; (800) 334-6939;
www.greenhornranch.com

Kramer Ranch, Bieber; (530) 294-5327;
www.kramerranch.com

Laz S Ranch, Big Bear; (760) 505-0931;
www.laz-s-ranch-bigbear.com

Rancho Oso Guest Ranch, Santa Barbara;
(805) 683-5686; www.rancho-oso.com

Villa Montagne Equestrian B&B, Big Basin Park;
(307) 413-1480; www.villamontagne.us.com

Overnight Stabling
Holman Ranch, Carmel Valley; (831) 659-2640;

www.holmanranch.com
Laz S Ranch, Big Bear; (760) 505-0931;

www.laz-s-ranch-bigbear.com
Villa Montagne Equestrian B&B, Big Basin Park;

(307) 413-1480; www.villamontagne.us.com
HAWAII
Trail-Riding Destinations
Makena Stables, Kihei; (808) 879-0244;

www.makenastables.com
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Pacifi c Region

Rocky Mountain 
Region

Midwest Region

Southwest Region

Mexico

South/Southeast 
Region

Mid-Atlantic/
Northeast 

Region

Canada

(Includes Alaska 
and Hawaii)

This guide is broken down into six regions of the 
United States, plus Canada and Mexico. Regions 
are placed in order, from west to east. Within each 
region, the states are in alphabetical order. Under 
each state, the type of destination is broken down 
into these categories: Trail-Riding Destinations (to 
which you can bring your own horse); Riding Va-
cations (facilities where a trail mount is supplied); 
and Overnight Stabling. For national parks, state 
parks, and other public lands, go to TrailRiderMag.
com, and click on the Where-to-Ride Guide icon.

Organized Trail Rides ...................... page 58
Guest-Ranch Guide .............................page 68
■ Pacifi c Region .................................page 56
■ Southwest Region ..........................page 57
■ Rocky Mountain Region ...............page 60
■ Midwest Region ..............................page 61
■ South/Southeast Region ..............page 63
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El COMPAÑERO!
Bareback Rider

WWW.ELCOMPANERO.COM

Experience the ultimate “ONENESS”
between you and your horse with our 

unique custom crafted Bareback Rider.

To order call

(609)240-6728

www.riding-vacations.info

Ranch Vacations, Riding 
Classes, Horseback Riding 

Tours, Trail Rides
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Na’alapa Stables, Waipio; 
(808) 775-0419; Kohala; (808) 889-0022; 
www.naalapastables.com

Paniolo Riding Adventure; (808) 889-5354; 
www.panioloadventures.com

Waipi’o on Horseback, Honokaa; (877) 775-7291; 
www.waipioonhorseback.com

NEVADA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Cowboy Trail Rides, Las Vegas; (702) 387-2457; 

www.cowboytrailrides.com
Mustang Outfitters, Round Mountain; (775) 964-2145; 

http://bit.ly/1tK8hdz
Sandy Valley Ranch, Sandy Valley; (702) 242-0955; 

www.sandyvalleyranch.com
Riding Vacations
Sandy Valley Ranch, Sandy Valley; (702) 242-0955; 

www.sandyvalleyranch.com
Overnight Stabling
Rocking MB, Ely; (775) 289-3247; mtroutt1@sbcglobal.net
Sandy Valley Ranch, Sandy Valley; (702) 242-0955; 

www.sandyvalleyranch.com
OREGON
Trail-Riding Destinations
Happy Trails Cowboy Campground, Chiloquin; 

(541) 783-3559; info@happytrailscowboycamp.com
Long Hollow Ranch, Sisters; (541) 923-1901; 

www.lhranch.com
Mildred Kanipe Memorial Park, Roseburg; (541) 440-6001; 

www.mildredkanipepark.org
Rockin Y Ranch LLC, Pilot Rock; (541) 969-9874; 

rockinyranch@msn.com
Sky Hawk Ranch, Redmond; (541) 548-1371; 

www.skyhawkranch.biz
Territorial Bed and Breakfast and Barn, Junction City, 

(541) 232-7702; www.territorialbbb.com
Riding Vacations
Beyond the Arena Trail Horses; (503) 631-3572; 

www.btatrailhorses.com
Flying M Ranch, Yamhill, (503) 662-3222; 

www.flying-m-ranch.com
Happy Trails Cowboy Campground, Chiloquin; (541) 783-

3559; www.happytrailscowboycampground.com
Into The Wild Equine Adventures, Mill City; 

(503) 586-8072; www.itwtrailrides.com
Long Hollow Ranch, Sisters; (541) 923-1901; 

www.lhranch.com
Minam River Lodge, Joseph; (541) 432-6545; 

www.minamlodgeoutfitters.com
Territorial Bed and Breakfast and Barn, Junction City, 

(541) 232-7702; www.territorialbbb.com
Overnight Stabling
Happy Trails Cowboy Campground, Chiloquin; (541) 783-

3559; www.happytrailscowboycampground.com
Long Hollow Ranch, Sisters; (541) 923-1901, 

www.lhranch.com
Sky Hawk Ranch, Redmond; (541) 548-1371; 

www.skyhawkranch.biz
Territorial Bed and Breakfast and Barn, Junction City, 

(541) 232-7702; www.territorialbbb.com
Wilderness Outfitters, Union; (888) 420-7855; 

www.wildernessoutfitters.net
WASHINGTON
Riding Vacations
Orcas Island Trail Rides, Eastsound; (360) 376-2134; 

(360) 622-7074; www.orcastrailrides.com
Overnight Stabling
Alder Creek Horse Camp, Leavenworth; (509) 763-3103
NEIGH-bors Horse Motel and Bed & Breakfast, Pendleton; 

(541) 276-6737; www.neigh-bors.com
Walupt Lake Horse Camp, Packwood; (360) 891-5000

SOUTHWEST REGION

ARIZONA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Arizona Horse Park, Catalina; (520) 825-8282; 

www.arizonahorsepark.com
Hay Creek Ranch, Oracle; (520) 488-9969; 

www.haycreekranch.net
McDowell Sonoran Preserve, Scottsdale; 

www.mcdowellsonoran.org; (480) 998-7971
Riding Vacations
Arizona Horseback Experience, Tucson; (520) 455-5696; 

www.horsebackexperience.com

Hilltop Hideaway Riding Paradise, Chiricahua Mountains; 
(520) 558-2360; www.hilltophideaway.vtchome.net

Rancho de la Osa, Tucson; (520) 823-4257; 
www.ranchodelaosa.com

Rancho De Los Caballeros, Wickenburg; (800) 684-5030; 
www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com

Rusty’s RV Ranch, Chiricahua & Peloncillo Mountain area; 
(505) 557-2526; www.rustysrvranch.com

White Stallion Ranch, Tucson; (888) 977-2624; 
www.whitestallion.com

Overnight Stabling
Arizona Horse Park, Catalina; (520) 825-8282; 

www.arizonahorsepark.com
Caballos de las Estrellas RV and Equestrian Resort; 

(520) 558-2525; www.caballosresort.com
Casa de Caballo, Tucson; (520) 818-2439; 

www.casadecaballo.com
Hay Creek Ranch, Oracle; (520) 488-9969; 

www.haycreekranch.net
Lazy Horse Ranch, Pearce; (520) 221-0722; 

anne@lazyhorseranch.com
Rusty’s RV Ranch, Chiricahua & Peloncillo Mountain area; 

(505) 557-2526; www.rustysrvranch.com
Tombstone Livery Stable, Tombstone; (520) 457-3559; 

www.tombstonelivery.com
NEW MEXICO
Trail-Riding Destinations
Acacia Riding Adventures, San Acacia; (575) 517-0477; 

www.acaciaridingadventures.com
Bluewater Lake Lodge, Prewitt; (505) 290-2699; 

www.bluewaterlakelodge.webs.com
Broken Saddle Riding Co., Santa Fe; (505) 424-7774; 

www.brokensaddle.com
Caballos de las Estrellas Resort, Rodeo; (575) 545-5426; 

www.caballosresort.com
Cedar Crest Country Cottage & Stables, Cedar Crest; 

(505) 281-5197; www.cedarcreststables.com
Express UU BAR Ranch, Cimarron; (575) 376-2035; 

www.expressuubar.com
Flying M Ranch, Ruidoso; (512) 355-9492; 

www.flyingmtexas.com
Gillespie Ranch, Mayhill; (575) 687-3732; 

www.gillespieranchulazy2.com
Kiva RV Park and Horse Motel, Bernardo; (505) 861-0693; 

www.kivarvparkandhorsemotel.com
New Mexico Horse Adventures, Corrales/Albuquerque; 

(505) 301-0917; www.newmexicohorse 
adventures.com

SR2, Mule Creek; (830) 796-4764; 
www.karenbrownonhorses.com

Starrynight Ranch, Llaves; (303) 653-2833; 
www.starrynightranch.com

Tri-State Outfitters, Inc., Raton; (575) 445-0200; 
www.tristateoutfittersusa.com

Two Ponyz Ranch, Mountainair; (505) 847-0245; 
www.twoponyzranch.com

Riding Vacations
Acacia Riding Adventures, San Acacia; (575) 517-0477; 

www.acaciaridingadventures.com
Caballos de las Estrellas Resort, Rodeo; (575) 545-5426; 

www.caballosresort.com
Cedar Crest Country Cottage & Stables, Cedar Crest; 

(505) 281-5197; www.cedarcreststables.com
Express UU BAR Ranch, Cimarron; (575) 376-2035; 

www.expressuubar.com
Flying M Ranch, Ruidoso; (512) 355-9492; 

www.flyingmtexas.com
Geronimo Trail Guest Ranch, Winston; (575) 772-5157; 

www. ranch.com
Gillespie Ranch, Mayhill; (575) 687-3732; 

www.gillespieranchulazy2.com
Kiva RV Park and Horse Motel, Bernardo; (505) 861-0693; 

www.kivarvparkandhorsemotel.com
New Mexico Horse Adventures, Corrales/Albuquerque; 

(505) 301-0917; www.newmexicohorse 
adventures.com

Tri-State Outfitters, Inc., Raton; (575) 445-0200; 
www.tristateoutfittersusa.com

Starrynight Ranch, Llaves; (303) 653-2833; 
www.starrynightranch.com

U-Trail, Glenwood; (505) 539-2426; www.utrail.com
Overnight Stabling
Acacia Riding Adventures, San Acacia; (575) 517-0477; 

www.acaciaridingadventures.com
Bluewater Lake Lodge, Prewitt; (505) 290-2699; 

www.bluewaterlakelodge.webs.com
CONTINUED ➜
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Your next vacation destination!
Horse Heaven

1-800-51-HORSE
Talihina, Oklahoma

www.horseheavenranchresort.com

(512) 355-9492
www.flyingmtexas.com

Bertram, TX & Ruidoso, NM

2015 SCENIC HORSE TRIPS

We Train Horse and Rider!

 

April 22-26
May 13-17

October 21-25

June 30-July 7
Sept. 1- Sept. 8

Sept. 24- Oct. 1



Cedar Crest Country Cottage & Stables, Cedar Crest;
(505) 281-5197; www.cedarcreststables.com

Four Peaks Stables, Apache Junction; (480) 313-9966; 
www.fourpeaksstables.com

Gillespie Ranch, Mayhill; (575) 687-3732;
www.gillespieranchulazy2.com

Kiva RV Park and Horse Motel, Bernardo; (505) 861-0693; 
www.kivarvparkandhorsemotel.com

Las Cruces Horse Motel, Las Cruces; (575) 644-3518; 
www.lascruceshorsemotel.com

Starrynight Ranch, Llaves; (303) 653-2833;
www.starrynightranch.com

Tri-State Outfi tters, Inc., Raton; (575) 445-0200;
www.tristateoutfi ttersusa.com

Two Ponyz Ranch, Mountainair; (505) 847-0245;
www.twoponyzranch.com

OKLAHOMA
Trail-Riding Destinations
A to Z Guest Ranch, Smithville; (580) 244-3729;

www.atozguestranch.com
Cherokee Trail Ride, Mooreland; (405) 697-3380
Duncan Lake Horse Club, Duncan; (580) 251-5824;

www.duncanlakehorseclub.com
Gloss Mountain Outfi tters, Northwest; (580) 884-1305; 

www.glossmountainoutfi tters.com

PACIFIC REGION

WASHINGTON
American Quarter Horse Association Trail Ride, Cle Elum, 

September 11-13, 2015; (806) 378-4711; ww.aqha.com
Olympic Chapter Back Country Horsemen of Washington, 

Kitsap, rides every 1st Saturday; (253) 857-7502;
www.olympicbchwa.org

Western Dream Ride, Flying Horseshoe Ranch, Cle Elum, 
July 17-19, 2015; (360) 509-0699;
www.olympicbchwa.org

SOUTHWEST REGION

ARIZONA
AQHA Trail Ride, Skull Valley, June 19-21, 2015;

(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com
Great American Adventures, Wyatt Earp’s Vendetta Ride, 

Tombstone, October 18-23, 2015;
www.great-american-adventures.com

Great American Adventures, John Wayne’s Monument
Valley Ride, Monument Valley, November 2-6, 2015; 
www.great-american-adventures.com

NEW MEXICO
Great American Adventures, Billy the Kid’s Regulator Ride, 

Lincoln, October 4-9, 2015;
www.great-american-adventures.com

TEXAS
Trinity Trail Preservation Association Moonlight Ride, Brock-

dale, June 6, 2015; www.trinitytrailriders.org

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION

COLORADO
Great American Adventures, The Great Train Robbery & 

Horseback Ride, Durango, August 16-21, 2015;
www.great-american-adventures.com

MONTANA
Appaloosa Horse Club 51st Annual Chief Joseph Trail Ride, 

Ryegate, July 20-24, 2015; (208) 882-5578;
www.appaloosa.com

WYOMING
Wyoming High Country Trail Ride, Cody, July 26-August 1, 

2015; (307) 587-9761; fl o@tctwest.net

MIDWEST REGION

ILLINOIS
AQHA Trail Ride, Amboy, September 25-27, 2015;

(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com

INDIANA
Midwest Trail Ride, Norman, Labor Day Weekend Ride, Sep-

tember 4-8; AQHA Weekend and Benefi t Ride,
September 11-13; Indiana Trail Riders Association Group 
Ride, September 18-20; The Story Ride, September 28-
30; Fall Festival Week-Long Ride, October 3-9;
Fall 4-Day Fling, October 14-18; Halloween Ride,
October 29-November 1, 2015; (812) 834-6686;
www.midwesttrailride.com

National Association of Competitive Mounted Orienteering 
Benefi t Ride for Christopher Madden, Hobart, July 19, 
2015; (219) 508-7416; www.nacmo.org

IOWA
AQHA Trail Ride, Monona, October 3-4, 2015;

(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com

MICHIGAN
Big Creek Trail Rides, Hartshorn, June 7-13; September 

6-12; September 20-26; October 4-10; October 15-18; 
October 25-31, 2015; (877) 932-4846;
www.bigcreektrailrides.net

Michigan Trail Riders Association, Hale, Second June Ride, 
June 11-26; August Family Ride, August 8-15;
September Criss-Cross Ride, September 5-28;
Color Ride, October 3-11, 2015; (989) 473-3205;
www.mtra.org

MISSOURI
Big Creek Trail Rides, Hartshorn, June 7-13; September 

6-12; September 20-26; October 4-10; October 15-18; 
October 25-31; 2015; (877) 932-4846;
www.bigcreektrailrides.net

Big River Ranch Thanksgiving Trail Ride, Lexington,
November 21, 2015; (816) 616-9339;
www.bigriverranchtrailriding.com

Cross Country Trail Ride, Eminence, Summer Fun Trail Ride, 
June 7-13; Fourth of July Trail Ride, July 1-4; End of 
Summer Trail Event, August 3-9; Labor Day Ride, August 
29-September 1; Early Fall Ride, October 5-11; Late Fall 
Ride, October 26-31, 2015; (573) 226-3492;
www.crosscountrytrailrides.com

NEBRASKA
American Paint Horse Association 20th Annual Fort Robin-

son Trail Ride, Crawford, September 7-12, 2015;
(817) 222-6413; www.apha.com

OHIO
AQHA Tri-Co Trail Ride, East Sparta, June 12-14, 2015; 

(330) 323-3559; www.tri-cotrails.org

SOUTH/SOUTHEAST REGION

ALABAMA
Heart of Dixie Trail Rides, Troy, Labor Day Weekend,

September 4-7; Thanksgiving Weekend, November 26-
29; New Year’s Ride, December 31, 2015-January 3, 
2016; (334) 670-0005; www.heartofdixietrailride.com

ARKANSAS
Tin Top Ranch Trail Rides, Mena, monthly rides;

(800) 436-8199; www.tintopranch.net

GEORGIA
Gordon County Saddle Club Riding for a Cure at Dry Creek 

Trails, Armuchee, June 6; Saddle Up for St. Jude,
September 26, 2015; (770) 548-5956;
www.gordoncountysaddleclub.com

Mingo Trails Saddle Club New Beginnings in Christ Benefi t 
Ride, Toomsboro, September 11-13; Mingo Fall Ride, 
October 9-11; Thanksgiving Ride, November 26-29, 
2015; (478) 278-6963; www.mingotrails.com

FLORIDA
McCulley Farms, Jasper, Labor Day Ride, September 4-7; 

Withlacoochee Trail Ride, October 16-18; Thanksgiv-
ing Ride, November 27-30; New Year’s Weekend Ride, 
December 31, 2015-January 1, 2016; (386) 938-1147; 
www.mcculleyfarms.com

KENTUCKY
APHA Trail Ride, McKee, September 7-12, 2015;

(817) 222-6413; www.apha.com
AQHA Charity Trail Ride, Mammoth Cave Horse Camp, 

Mammoth Cave, September 17-20, 2015;
(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com

Red Hill Horse Camp, Livingston, Three Day Rides, July 3-5; 
September 5-7; October 16-18, 2015; (606) 308-5900; 
www.redhillhorsecamp.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Lumber River Campground, Evergreen, 4th of July Trail Ride, 

July 3-5; Labor Day Trail Ride, September 4-6;
Halloween Trail Ride, October 30-November 22; New 
Year’s Trail Ride, January 1-3, 2016; (910) 654-9985;
http://lumberrivercampground.com

TENNESSEE
Appaloosa Horse Club Sheltowee Trail Ride, Waynesboro, 

September 27-October 3, 2015; (270) 862-9357; www.
appaloosa.com; www.sheltoweetrailride.homestead.com

Buffalo River Trail Ride, Inc., Waynesboro, Organized Trail 
Rides, June 22-28; July 20-26; October 19-25, 2015; 
(877) 654-3164; www.brtr.com

Circle E Guest Ranch, Belvidere, Fourth of July Ride, July 
2-4; Labor Day Ride, August 27-31; Trail Ride, Sep-
tember 7-13; Trail Ride, October 12-18; Thanksgiving 
Ride, November 26-28; New Year’s Ride, December 30, 
2015-January 1, 2016; (931) 962-1790;
www.circleeguestranch.com

VIRGINIA
AQHA Trail Ride, Charles City, June 12-14, 2015;

(804) 378-4711; www.aqha.com
Glade Mountain Saddle Club Saddle Up for St. Jude Ride, 

Sugar Grove, June 20, 2015; (276) 783-3030;
trailrider172@gmail.com

NORTHEAST REGION
NEW YORK
Pure Country Campground, New Berlin, 8th Annual Spring 

Pleasure Ride, June 5-7; Women on the Edge Trail 
Weekend, June 26-28; Gas Refund Fall Trail Ride,
September 18-20, 2015; (607) 847-9265;
www.purecountrycampground.com

PENNSYLVANIA
AQHA Trail Ride, Benezette, August 14-16, 2015;

(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com
AQHA Trail Ride, Gettysburg, September 10-13, 2015;

(806) 378-4711; www.aqha.com
Cook Forest Scenic Trailride Dude Ranch & Campground, 

Clarion, June Organized Trail Ride, June 15-20; July 4th 
Week Ride, June 28-July 5; Labor Day Weekend Ride, 
September 3-7; October Ride, September 30-October 4, 
2015; (814) 226-5985; www.patrailride.com

VERMONT
Green Mountain Horse Association, South Woodstock,

Mud Ride, No Frills Pleasure Rides, June 12, August 1, 
August 30; Distance Days Pleasure Ride, September 
4-6; Fall Foliage Weekends, September 24-27, October 
8-11, 2015; (802) 457-1509; http://gmhainc.org

CANADA
AQHA Trail Ride, Timberridge Trails, Lumby, British

Columbia, June 19-22, 2015; (604) 290-1157;
www.lmqha.org

Where-to-Ride Guide
SOUTHWEST/NEW MEXICO, continued

Send us your organized 
trail ride, and we’ll list it 

for free!
E-mail your information to

TheTrailRider@aimmedia.com
Please see page 72 for details.
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Horse Heaven Ranch, Talihina; (918) 567-4200; 
www.horseheavenranchresort.com

Wild Horse Trail Camp, Nashoba; (918) 755-4570; 
www.wildhorsetrailcamp.com

Wood Guest Ranch La Hacienda, Robles; (580) 271-1048; 
www.woodguestranch.com

Riding Vacations
A to Z Guest Ranch, Smithville; (580) 244-3729; 

www.atozguestranch.com
Horse Heaven Ranch, Talihina; (800) 514-6773; 

www.horseheavenranchresort.com
Overnight Stabling
A to Z Guest Ranch, Smithville; (580) 244-3729; 

www.atozguestranch.com
Big Oak Stables, Duncan; (580) 255-2613; 

www.travelok.com
Four Winds Ranch Horse Motel, Cromwell; 

(405) 584-0684; www.oklahomahorsemotel.com
Horse Heaven Ranch, Talihina; (918) 567-4200; 

www.horseheavenranchresort.com
Indian Mounds Camp, Clayton; (918) 569-4756; 

www.indianmoundshorsecamp.com
Riding High Ranch, LLC, Ardmore; (580) 229-3590; 

tarynhw@aol.com
Robinson’s Equestrian Center, Oklahoma City; 

(405) 733-2443; www.robinsonsequestriancenter.com

TEXAS
Trail-Riding Destinations
7iL Trails, Cat Spring; (979) 236-5552; 

www.7iltrails.com
Double S Ranch/Deer Lake Cabins, Scroggins; 

(903) 860-3898; www.deerlakecabins.com
Flying M Ranch, Bertram; (512) 355-9492; 

www.flyingmtexas.com
Lajitas Golf Resort & Spa, Big Bend; (432) 424-5000; 

www.lajitasgolfresort.com
Roc-N-W Ranch, Alvord; (940) 427-2885; 

www.roc-n-w-ranch.com
Riding Vacations
C-Bar Ranch, Valley Mills; (254) 934-2270; 

www.cbarstables.com

Flying M Ranch, Bertram; (512) 355-9492; 
www.flyingmtexas.com

Happy Horse Hotel, Cedar Creek; (512) 303-0589; 
www.happyhorsehotel.com

Lajitas Golf Resort & Spa, Big Bend; (432) 424-5000; 
www.lajitasgolfresort.com

Lazy F Guest Ranch, Smiley; (210) 391-6378; 
www.lazy-f-working-guest-ranch.com

Martin Ranch, Mason; (830) 377- 3627; 
www.homermartinranch.com

Onion Creek Ranch, Austin; (512) 292-1607; 
www.onioncreekranch.net

Parrie Haynes Ranch, Killeen; (254) 634-9761; 
www.parriehaynesequestriancenter.com

Rancho Cortez, Bandera; (830) 796-9339; 
www.ranchocortez.com

SisterCreek Ranch, Sisterdale; (830) 324-6525; 
www.sistercreekranch.com

YO Ranch, Texas Longhorn Trail Drive; (830) 640-3220; 
www.yoranch.com

Overnight Stabling
Copeland Hill, Bastrop; (512) 797-6582; pabohot@yahoo.com
D & L Boarding Stables, Cat Spring; (979) 236-5552; 

www.dlboardingstables.com
Double S Ranch/Deer Lake Cabins, Scroggins; 

(903) 860-3898; www.deerlakecabins.com
G77 Ranch, Sachse; (972) 412-4258; www.G77ranch.com
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(with electric & water)

 

(dances, fun shows, auction & more)

Located along the 
BIG PINEY RIVER,

Great for swimming, fi shing, 
canoeing & rafting!

Horses for sale www.4-J.net

Beautiful scenery, warm hospitality 
and wonderful home-cooked meals

2015

Saddle Up, 
Let’s Ride!
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SisterCreek Ranch, Sisterdale; (830) 324-6525; 
www.sistercreekranch.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION

COLORADO
Trail-Riding Destinations
Beaver Meadows Resort Ranch, Red Feather Lakes; 

(970) 881-2450; www.beavermeadows.com
Hill’s Guide Service and Outfitter, Collbran; (970) 487 3731; 

www.sportsmansdream.com/hill/0182.htm
Hobo’s Hideout Bed, Breakfast, and Barn, Mancos; 

(970) 560-3070; www.hoboshideoutbbb.com
Rhapsody Ranch, Westcliffe; (719) 783-2650; 

www.rhapsodyranch.com
Riding Vacations
Aspen Wilderness Outfitters, Carbondale; (970) 928-0723; 

www.aspenwilderness.com
Back Country Outfitters, Pagosa Springs; (800) 898-2006; 

www.horsebackriding.com
Bear Basin Ranch, Westcliffe; (719) 783.2519; 

www.bearbasinpacktrips.com
Beaver Meadows Resort Ranch, Red Feather Lakes; 

(970) 881-2450; www.beavermeadows.com
Black Mountain Ranch, McCoy; (800) 967-2401; 

www.blackmtnranch.com
C Lazy U, Granby; (970) 887-3344; www.clazyu.com
Cherokee Park Ranch, Livermore; (970) 493-6522; 

www.cherokeeparkranch.com
Cherry Creek Mountain Ranch, Hesperus; (970) 588-2289; 

www.cherrycreekmtnranch.com
Coffeepot High Country Outfitters, Inc., Montrose; 

(970) 209-2628; www.coffeepotoutfitters.com
Colorado Cattle Company & Guest Ranch, New Raymer; 

(970) 437-5345; www.coloradocattlecompany.com
Colorado Trail Ranch, Durango; (877) 711-7843; 

www.coloradotrails.com
Devil’s Thumb Ranch, Tabernash; (970) 726-5632; 

www.devilsthumbranch.com
Drowsy Water Ranch, Granby; (970) 725-3456; 

www.drowsywater.com
Echo Basin Ranch, Mancos; (970) 533-7000; 

www.echobasin.com
Elk Head Ranch, Hayden; (970) 276-3920
Heart Rock Ranch, Pagosa Springs; (303) 909-2713; 

www.vrbo.com/619382
Historic Triple B Ranch, Woodland Park; (877) 687-8899; 

www.triplebranch.com
JML Outfitters, Meeker; (970) 878-4749; 

www.jmloutfitters.com
M Lazy C, Lake George; (800) 289-4868; www.mlazyc.com
Majestic Dude Ranch, Mancos; (800) 325-9462; 

www.majesticduderanch.com
Old Cow Town, Saguache; (719) 655-2224; 

www.oldcowtowncolorado.com

Over The Hill Outfitters, Inc.; Adventures Beyond, Inc., 
Durango; (970) 385-7656; 
www.overthehilloutfitters.com

Rhapsody Ranch, Westcliffe; (719) 783-2650; 
www.rhapsodyranch.com

San Juan Outfitting, Pagosa Springs; (970) 731-4868; 
www.sanjuanoutfitting.com

Sulphur Springs, LaVeta; (719) 742-5111; 
www.sulphurspringsranch.com

Sundance Trail Guest Ranch, Red Feather Lakes; 
(800) 357-4930; www.sundancetrail.com

Winding River Resort, Grand Lake; (970) 627-3215; 
www.windingriverresort.com

Overnight Stabling
Beaver Meadows Resort Ranch, Red Feather Lakes; 

(970) 881-2450; www.beavermeadows.com
Cactus Creek Ranch, Pueblo; (719) 382-5601; 

www.cactuscreekusa.com
H2 Stables, Inc., Colorado Springs; (719) 495-2338; 

www.h2stables.com
Hill’s Guide Service and Outfitter, Collbran; (970) 487 3731; 

www.sportsmansdream.com/hill/0182.htm
Little Luck Homestead, Florissant; (720) 851-8084; 

www.littleluckhomestead.com
M Lazy C, Lake George; (800) 289-4868; www.mlazyc.com
Sun Canyon Ranch, Dove Creek; (970) 677-3377; 

www.suncanyonranch.com
IDAHO
Trail-Riding Destinations
Sweet Pepper Ranch, Nampa; (206) 909-0225; 

www.sweetpepperranch.com
Riding Vacations
Granite Creek Guest Ranch, Ririe; (208) 538-7140; 

www.granitecreekranch.com
Sweet Pepper Ranch, Nampa; (206) 909-0225; 

www.sweetpepperranch.com
Wapiti Meadow Ranch, Cascade; (208) 633-3217; 

www.wapitimeadowranch.com
Weitas Creek Outfitters, Kamiah; (208) 983-9267; 

www.idahooutfitter.com
Western Pleasure Guest Ranch, Sandpoint; 

(888) 863-9066; www.westernpleasureranch.com
Overnight Stabling
Sweet Pepper Ranch, Nampa; (206) 909-0225; 

www.sweetpepperranch.com
MONTANA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Montana Cowgirl Camps, Willow Creek; (866) 682-9475; 

www.cowgirlcamp.com
Riding Vacations
Bar W Guest Ranch, Whitefish; (866) 828-2900; 

www.thebarw.com
Boojum Expeditions, (800) 287-0125; www.boojum.com
Broken Arrow Lodge and Outfitters, Alder; (406) 842-5437; 

www.brokenarrowlodge.com

Where-to-Ride Guide
SOUTHWEST/TEXAS, continued

Tweet with us on Twitter
twitter.com/TheTrailRider
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www.mlazyc.com
1-800-289-4868

Lake George CO, 80827

COLORADO DUDE RANCH & HOMESTEAD

An Equal Opportunity Service Provider.  Under Special Use permit through the US Forest Service. License #888

COME AND STAY AWHILE

July 26 - Aug 1, 2015
~Big Horn Mountains~

of Wyoming

(307) 587-9761
Florance Ann Calkin

Wyoming High Country Rides, LLC
36 Sunburst Drive | Cody, Wyoming  82414

wytrailride@gmail.com
fl o@tctwest.net

For more information, write or call:

Come join us in the beautiful 
northern corner of Wyoming.

Early Bird Special:

Visit our Facebook page to view photos of 
previous rides, and see new ride dates

307-899-5124 or (307)587-1355

HIDDEN CREEK
OUTFITTERS

Ultimate Wilderness Adventures
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Covered Wagon Ranch, Gallatin Gateway; (800) 995-4237; 
www.coveredwagonranch.com

Monture Crick Outfitters, Ovando; (406) 244-5763; 
www.montanaoutfitter.net

Paintbrush Adventures, Absarokee; (406) 328-4158; 
www.paintbrushadventures.com

Swan Mountain Outfitters, Swan Lake; (877) 888-5557; 
www.swanmountainoutfitters.com

WTR Outfitters, Condon; (406) 824-2471; 
www.wtroutfitters.com

Overnight Stabling
Fish Creek House, Whitehall; (406) 287-2181; 

www.fishcreekhouse.com
Standing Rock Ranch, Billings; (406) 579-3185; 

www.equinedance.com
UTAH
Trail-Riding Destinations
Abajo Haven Guest Ranch, Blanding; (435) 979-3126; 

www.abajohaven.com
Red Rock Ride, Tropic; (801) 679-8665; 

www.redrockride.com
Ruby’s Horseback Adventures, Bryce Canyon City; 

(866) 782-0002; www.brycecanyonhorseback.com
Riding Vacations
Abajo Haven Guest Ranch, Blanding; (435) 979-3126; 

www.abajohaven.com
Beaver Creek Lodge, Providence; (435) 946-3400; 

www.beavercreeklodge.com
Hondoo Rivers and Trails, Torrey; (800) 332-2696; 

www.hondoo.com
Ruby’s Horseback Adventures, Bryce Canyon City; 

(866) 782-0002; www.brycecanyonhorseback.com
WYOMING
Trail-Riding Destinations
Rangeland Hunting Adventures, Sheridan; (307) 672-6717; 

www.rangelandhuntingadventures.com
Stagecoach River Ranch, Inc., Cody; (307) 578-6074; 

www.stagecoachriverranch.com
The Hideout Lodge and Guest Ranch, Shell; 

(307) 765-9300; www.thehideout.com
Riding Vacations
Bliss Creek Outfitters, Cody; (307) 527-6103; 

www.wyominghorsetrips.com
Blue Sky Sage Horseback Adventures, Big Piney; 

(307) 260-7990; www.blueskysage.com
Diamond L Guest Ranch, Hulett; (307) 467-5236; 

www.diamondlranch.com
Goosewing Ranch, Jackson; (888) 733-5251; 

www.goosewingranch.com
Green River Outfitters, Pinedale; (307) 733-1044; 

www.greenriveroutfitters.com
The Hideout Lodge & Guest Ranch, Shell; (800) 354-8637; 

www.thehideout.com
Lost Creek Ranch, Moose; (307) 733-3435; 

www.lostcreek.com
Moose Creek Ranch, Jackson; (208) 787-6078; 

www.moosecreekranch.com
New Haven Ranch, Hulett; (307) 467-5663; 

www.wyoedgeadventures.com
Rangeland Hunting Adventures, Sheridan; (307) 672-6717; 

www.rangelandhuntingadventures.com
Red Reflet Guest Ranch, Ten Sleep; (866) 766-2340; 

www.red-reflet-ranch.net
Renegade Rides, Ten Sleep; (307) 366-2689; 

www.renegaderides.com
Valar Horse Facility, Jackson; (307) 733-2733; 

valarpia@aol.com
Wyoming High Country, Lovell; (307) 529-0914; 

www.wyhighcountry.com
Overnight Stabling
Stagecoach River Ranch, Inc., Cody; (307) 578-6074; 

www.stagecoachriverranch.com
Valar Horse Facility, Jackson; (307) 733-2733; 

valarpia@aol.com
Wyoming Trails, Sunlight Basin/Cody; (307) 527-7452, 

(307) 899-0065; www.wyomingtrails.com
Shoshone National Forest; (307) 527-6241; 

www.fs.usda.gov/shoshone

MIDWEST REGION

ILLINOIS
Trail-Riding Destinations
34 Ranch & Camp, Herod; (618) 264-2141; 

www.34ranch.com

Bay Creek Wilderness Rides, Shawnee National Forest, 
Simpson; (618) 695-2670; www.baycreekranch.com

Bear Branch Horse Resort, Eddyville, Shawnee National 
Forest; (618) 672-4249; www.bearbranch.com

Cedar Lake Ranch, LLC, Vienna; 
(618) 695-2600

Double M Campground, Junction; (618) 275-4440; 
www.doublemcampground.com

Hayes Canyon Campground, Eddyville; (618) 672-4751; 
www.hayescanyon.com

Little Lusk Trail Lodge, Harrisburg; 
(618) 672-4303

One Horse Gap Trail Ride, New Hope Hill; (618) 264-7433; 
www.onehorsegap.com

Serosun Farms, Hampshire; (847) 683-4796; 
www.serosunfarms.com

Shenandoah Riding Center, Galena; (815) 777-2373; 
www.shenandoahridingcenter.com

Riding Vacations
34 Ranch & Camp, Herod; (618) 264-2141; 

www.34ranch.com
Honeybee Stables, Golconda; (618) 638-8059; 

www.honeybeestables.com
Overnight Stabling
34 Ranch & Camp, Herod; (618) 264-2141; 

www.34ranch.com
Bear Branch Horse Resort, Eddyville, Shawnee National 

Forest; (618) 672-4249; www.bearbranch.com
Sommers Gate Farms, Vandalia; (618) 593-0999; 

www.sommersgatefarms.com
INDIANA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Midwest Trail Ride, Norman; (812) 834-6686; 

www.midwesttrailride.com
Overnight Stabling
Cuttin’ Up Stables, Shirley; (765) 737-1045; 

www.cuttinupstables.com
York Hills Horse Park, Albion; (260) 281-2434; 

www.yorktrails.com
IOWA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Amana Trail Ride, Amana Colonies; (319) 462-2206; 

www.amanatrailride.com
The Natural Gait, Harpers Ferry; (877) 776-2208; 

www.thenaturalgait.com
River Valley Horsecamp, Farmington; (319) 878-3888; 

www.rivervalleyhorsecamp.com
Overnight Stabling
JM4 Ranch, Arena, Horse Hotel, Bed and Breakfast; 

Crescent; (712) 328-7593; www.JM4Ranch.com
Lewis Bottoms Farms, Shellsburg; (319) 436-3323; 

www.lewisbottomsfarms.com
The Natural Gait, Harpers Ferry; (877) 776-2208; 

www.thenaturalgait.com
River Valley Horsecamp, Farmington; (319) 878-3888; 

www.rivervalleyhorsecamp.com
KANSAS
Trail-Riding Destinations
Heartland Ranch, LLC, Wakarusa; (785) 836-2020; 

www.heartlandranch.org
Ride the Flint Hills, LLC, Beaumont; (620) 843-2025; 

www.flinthillsflyingw.com
Riding Vacations
Ride the Flint Hills, LLC, Beaumont; (620) 843-2025; 

www.flinthillsflyingw.com
Overnight Stabling
Bourquin’s RV Park, Horse Stables, Cabins & Old Depot 

Restaurant, Colby; (785) 462-3300; www.colbycamp.com
Ride the Flint Hills, LLC, Beaumont; (620) 843-2025; 

www.flinthillsflyingw.com
MICHIGAN
Trail-Riding Destinations
Hell Creek Ranch Campground, Hell; (734) 878-3632; 

www.hellcreekranch.com
Horse Lovers RV Park, Cedar; (231) 218-1701; 

egdbudd@gmail.com
Riding Vacations
Farmlane Campground, in Waterloo Recreation Area; 

(734) 260-9009; www.farmlanecampground.com
Horse Lovers RV Park, Cedar; (231) 218-1701; 

egdbudd@gmail.com
Overnight Stabling
Horse Lovers RV Park, Cedar; (231) 218-1701; 

egdbudd@gmail.com
CONTINUED ➜
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Centrally located in the beautiful
SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST in Scenic Southern IL.

Come and ride our Lush Forest Trails, with many
Stone Bluffs, Caves, Rock Canyons, Creeks
and Waterfalls. Good Trail Maps Available.

Chosen as TOP 5  
best places to ride in 
Western Horseman

and Trail Blazer
magazines!

* 200 plus Miles of Marked Trails * Tack Shop & General Store 
* 8 Cabins w/Private Baths * 80 Campsites/Hookups 
* 40 Stall Barn w/Shavings * 2 Acre Pond/Playground 

Home of 
The Ultimate 

Trail Ride

www.BearBranch.com

P.O. BOX 40, Hwy 145, Eddyville, IL 62928
(618) 672-4249

manders@shawneelink.net

Come Ride!
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Gunsel Horse Adventures, Rapid City; (605) 343-7608; 
www.gunselhorseadventures.com

Hay Creek Ranch, Nemo; (605) 578-1142; 
www.haycreekranch.net

Salt Camp Cabins and Bed and Breakfast, Rosebud; 
(605) 747-2206; saltcamp@gwtc.net

Spirit Horse Escape, Custer; (605) 673-6005; 
www.spirithorseescape.com

Overnight Stabling
Broken Arrow Horse Campground, Custer, 

(605) 517-1964; www.brokenarrowhorsecamp.com
Dakota Badland Outfitters, Custer; (605) 574-3412; 

www.ridesouthdakota.com
Hay Creek Ranch, Nemo; (605) 578-1142; 

www.haycreekranch.net
Hobby Horse Overnight Stables, Mitchell; (605) 995-1581; 

www.hobbyhorseovernightstables.com
Plenty Star Ranch, Pringle; (605) 673-3012; 

www.plentystarranch.com
South Dakota State Fairgrounds, Huron; (800) 529-0900; 

www.sdstatefair.com
TC Ranch & Horse Camp, Custer; (888) 827-2624; 

www.onepaint@goldenwest.net
WISCONSIN
Trail-Riding Destinations
Bremer Creek LLC, Mondovi; (715) 946-3092; 

www.bremercreek.com
Spur of the Moment Ranch, LLC; (800) 644-8783; 

www.spurofthemomentranch.org
Riding Vacations
Bremer Creek LLC, Mondovi; (715) 946-3092; 

www.bremercreek.com
Palmquist Farm, Brantwood; (715) 564-2558; 

www.palmquistfarm.com
Spur of the Moment Ranch, LLC, Mountain; 

(800) 644-8783; www.spurofthemomentranch.org
Ukarydee Equestrian Center, Arkdale; (608) 564-2233; 

www.horsecampukarydee.com

SOUTH/SOUTHEAST REGION

ALABAMA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Heart of Dixie Trail Ride, LLC, Troy; (334) 670-0005; 

www.heartofdixietrailride.com
KC Ranch and Stables, Double Springs; (205) 489-6033; 

www.kcranchalabama.com
Seven Springs Lodge Trail Rides, Tuscumbia; 

(256) 370-7218; www.rattlesnakesaloon.net
Riding Vacations
Heart of Dixie Trail Ride, LLC, Troy; (334) 670-0005; 

www.heartofdixietrailride.com
KC Ranch and Stables, Double Springs; (205) 489-5474; 

www.kcranchalabama.com
Overnight Stabling
3 H Stables, Huntsville; (256) 883-8615; 

www.3hstables.com
Double J Farms and Stables; Section; (256) 228-4275, 

(256) 744-2099;http://double-j-farm.blogspot.com
Heart of Dixie Trail Ride, LLC, Troy; (334) 670-0005; 

www.heartofdixietrailride.com
KC Ranch and Stables, Double Springs; (205) 489-6033; 

www.kcranchalabama.com
Red Barn Stables, Jacksonville; (256) 435-7239; 

www.redbarnridingstables.com
ARKANSAS
Trail-Riding Destinations
Bar Fifty Ranch, Bismarck; (888) 829-9570; 

www.barfiftyranch.com
Castleberry Riding Stables and Silver Spur Ranch, 

Hot Springs; (501) 623-3023;  
www.inarkansas.com

Chief White Horse Adventure Trails, Conway; 
(501) 327-7776; www.horserentals.com

Ozark Mountain Meadow Ranch, Ozark; (479) 497-2127; 
www.ozarktrailrides.com

Posey Hollow Horsecamp, Mena; (479) 216-7552; 
https://sites.google.com/site/poseyhollowhc/

Tin Top Ranch Trail-Riding Beds and Breakfasts, 
Oats and Stalls, Mena; (800) 436-8199; 
www.tintopranch.net

Riding Vacations
Bar Fifty Ranch, Bismarck; (888) 829-9570; 

www.barfiftyranch.com
The Little Ponderosa, Eureka Springs; (479) 244-9042; 

http://thelittleponderosa.net

Overnight Stabling
Buffalo River Ranch, Jasper; (870) 446-2778; 

www.buffaloriverchamber.com
The Little Ponderosa, Eureka Springs; (479) 244-9042; 

http://thelittleponderosa.net
Mack’s Pines, Dover; (479) 331-3261; 

http://macks-pines.com
Mulberry Mountain Lodge & Events, Ozark; 

(479) 667-1919; www.mulberrymountainlodge.com
Panther Valley Ranch, Hot Springs; (501) 623-5556; 

www.panthervalleyranch.com
Southfork Trail Rides and Horse Camp, North Little Rock; 

(501) 745-4810; www.southforktrailrides.com
Tall Pine Horse Resort, Norfork; (870) 499-7574; 

www.trailriding.net
Tin Top Ranch Trail-Riding Beds and Breakfasts, Oats and 

Stalls, Mena; (800) 436-8199; www.tintopranch.net
FLORIDA
Trail-Riding Destinations
AOK Ranch Bed & Barn, Inverness; (352) 341-1774; 

www.aokranch.com
Fiddler’s Green Ranch, Altoona; (800) 947-2624 

www.fiddlersgreenranch.com
Florida’s Dude Ranch Rides, Nobleton; (352) 568-8400
Gaited Hearts, Polk City; (863) 409-4533
Golden Acres Foxtrotter Ranch, Belleview; (352) 817-2862; 

www.goldenacresfoxtrotterranch.com
H&L Ranch Bed & Breakfast for Horses and Humans; 

(352) 797-0822; www.thebarnbook.com
McCulley Farms, Twin Rivers State Forest, Jennings; 

(386) 938-3011; www.mcculleyfarms.com
Phil’s Farm, Ocala; (954) 701-9212; www.philsfarmocala.com
Rock’n J Foxtrotters Ranch, Newberry; (352) 472-3911; 

www.rocknj.com
Saw Tooth Trail Head, Crystal River; (352) 796-5650; 

www.crystalriverflorida.net/crfo/todo/horse.htm
Spirit of The Suwannee Music Park, Live Oak; 

(386) 364-1683; www.musicliveshere.com
Spotted Dance Ranch, Brooksville; (813) 482-4028; 

www.spotteddanceranch.com
Riding Vacations
Golden Acres Foxtrotter Ranch, Belleview; (352) 817-2862; 

www.goldenacresfoxtrotterranch.com
Spotted Dance Ranch, Brooksville; (813) 482-4028; 

www.spotteddanceranch.com
Overnight Stabling
AOK Ranch Bed & Barn, Inverness; (352) 341-1774; 

www.aokranch.com
Bar One Ranch, Fort White; (904) 497-2154
Cedar Key Cedar Ridge Ranch, Cedar Key; (904) 887-6902; 

www.cedarkeycedarridgeranch.com
Fiddler’s Green Ranch, Altoona; (800) 947-2624 

www.fiddlersgreenranch.com
Flying B Ranch, New Smyrna Beach; (386) 478-1244; 

www.flyingb-ranch.com
Golden Acres Foxtrotter Ranch, Belleview; (352) 817-2862; 

www.goldenacresfoxtrotterranch.com
H&L Ranch Bed & Breakfast for Horses and Humans; 

(352) 797-0822; www.thebarnbook.com
McCulley Farms, Twin Rivers State Forest, Jennings; 

(386) 938-3011; www.mcculleyfarms.com
North Star Acres, Goethe State Forest, Dunnellon; 

(352) 489-9848; www.dunnellonbusiness.com/ 
northstar.htm

Phil’s Farm, Ocala; (954) 701-9212; www.philsfarmocala.com
Renab Ranch, Lecanto; (352) 628-2716
Spotted Dance Ranch, Brooksville; (813) 482-4028; 

www.spotteddanceranch.com
GEORGIA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Grove River Ranch Equestrian Center & Retreat, 

Gillsville; (706) 677- 0072;http://groveriverranch.com
Overnight Stabling
Cohutta Stables, Epworth; (706) 851-5198; 

www.cohuttastables.com
Hidden River Ranch, A Clothing Optional Resort, 

St. George; (912) 843-2603; 
www.hiddenriverresort.com

Pegasus Riding School, Inc., Milner; (770) 228-3865; 
www.pegride2000.com

KENTUCKY
Trail-Riding Destinations
D Bar K Horse Camp, Mammoth Cave; (270) 286-0217; 

www.dbarkhorsecamp.com
CONTINUED ➜
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Heart of Dixie 
Trail Ride, LLC

Troy, Alabama

www.heartofdixietrailride.com
Open year round!

 
 $20.00 to ride & eat.  $10.00 lunch only.  Guided ride starts at 9:30 
 All proceeds benefit the Sarcoma Foundation of America  
 For more information contact:  
  Tori Dunn #334-652-4066 or tdunn8674@gmail.com 
 For camping & horse accommodations contact HDTR #334-670-0005

September 4-7 -  Labor Day Weekend 
 2 night minimum

 
 For more information contact Mike Daniels #706-566-8004 
 For camping and horse accommodations contact HDTR #334-670-0005

October 16-18 - Buy, Sale Trade Weekend 
 Come and set up your campsite-yard sale with horse-related items.  
 Have fun buying, selling, and trading among other campers!

Come Rest ’N ’ R ide with your horse in horse country

Stay with your horse on the beautiful greenway trails in Ocala, FL. 
We are located at the land bridge off of I-75. 

Ride right off the property and enjoy the miles of wonderful trail 
choices or ride to the 500 acre horse park!

 3/2 western cabin w/deck & grill 
 Living Quarter/RV hook ups-30 amp 
 4 board fenced turnouts w/auto water & shade trees or 12 x 12 stalls 
 Barn access w/matted wash racks, h/c water, cross ties or hitching posts 
Tack room w/fridge, shower, sink & toilet 

FOXTROTTER   RANCH

www.goldenacresfoxtrotterranch.com
restnride@gmail.com or littmarlin@aol.com

Call for pricing and availability! 
(352) 817-2862
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Double J Stables, Mammoth Cave; (270) 286-8167; 
www.doublejstables.com

Eagle’s Nest Equestrian Trails, Harrodsburg; 
(859) 247-0201; www.kentuckytourism.com

Mountain Spring Inn, Sand Gap; (606) 965-2789; 
www.mountainspringsinn.com

Knott County Adventure Center, Vest; (304)784-1981; 
www.knottcountyadventure.com

Mammoth Cave Horse Camp, Mammoth Cave; 
(888) 682-3958; www.mammothcavehorsecamp.com

Red Hill Horse Camp, Mount Vernon; (606) 758-4706; 
www.redhillhorsecamp.com

Ryland Heights Wilderness Trails, Ryland Heights; 
(859) 363-7707; http://nkhn.info/trails/local-trails

Stampede Run Horse Camp, Whitley City; (606) 376-9666; 
www.stampederun.com

Riding Vacations
Bannon Woods Farm, Fairdale; (502) 363-2372; 

www.bannonwoodsfarm.com
Big Red Stables, Harrodsburg; (859) 734-3118; 

www.bigredstablesky.com
Deer Run Stables, Richmond; (615) 268-9960; 

www.deerrunstable.com
Double J Stables and Horsemen’s Campground, 

Mammoth Cave; (270) 286-8167; 
www.doublejstables.com.

First Farm Inn, Petersburg; (859) 586-0199; 
www.firstfarminn.com

Hidden Cave Ranch, Burkesville; (270) 433-3225; 
www.hiddencaveranch.com

Mountain Spring Inn; Sand Gap; (606) 965-2789; 
www.mountainspringsinn.com

Jesse James Stables at Kentucky Action Park, Cave City; 
(270) 773-2560; www.kentuckyactionpark.com

A Little Bit of Heaven Riding Stables, Frankfort; 
(502) 223-8925; www.kystable.com

Sabbath Song Farm, Brooksville; (606) 735-9914; 
www.sabbathsongfarm.com

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Harrodsburg; 
(800) 734-5611; www.shakervillageky.org

Sugar Creek Resort, Nicholasville; (859) 885-9359; 
www.sugarcreekresort.net

Whispering Woods Riding Stables, Georgetown; 
(502) 570-9663; www.whisperingwoodstrails.com

Overnight Stabling
Bell Farm Horse Camp, Whitley City; (606) 376-5323; 

www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/dbnf
D Bar K Horse Camp, Mammoth Cave; (270) 286-0217; 

www.dbarkhorsecamp.com
Double J Stables and Horse Camp, Mammoth Caves; 

(270) 286-8167; www.doublejstables.com
First Farm Inn, Petersburg; (859) 586-0199; 

www.firstfarminn.com
Green River Stables, Campbellsville; (270) 789-4525; 

www.greenriverstables.com
Hidden Cave Ranch, Burkesville; (270) 433-3225; 

www.hiddencaveranch.com
Jesse James Stables at Kentucky Action Park, Cave City; 

(270) 773-2560; www.kentuckyactionpark.com
Mammoth Cave Horse Camp, Mammoth Cave; 

(888) 682-3958; www.mammothcavehorsecamp.com
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Harrodsburg; 

(800) 734-5611; www.shakervillageky.org
Stampede Run Horse Camp, Whitley City; (606) 376-9666; 

www.stampederun.com
Wranglers Camp Ground, Land Between the Lakes, 

Golden Pond; (270) 924-2211; www.lbl.org
LOUISIANA
Overnight Stabling
Cypress Creek Farm, Dubach; (318) 255-2660; 

www.cypresscreekfarm.com
Gilbert Farms, Princeton; (318) 518-3823; 

cowboyoutreach@att.net
Lazy J RV Park, Glenmora; (318) 748-6070
Lucky 4B Ranch, Melder; (318) 659-4414; 

http://lucky4branch.com
Rollin River Ranch, Plaindealing; (318) 326-5844
MISSISSIPPI
Trail-Riding Destinations
Longbow Trails Inc., Pontotoc; (662) 213-6719; 

www.longbowtrails.net

Stinkin’ Jim’s Trail Ride, Houston; (662) 542-4665; 
www.stinkinjims.com

Riding Vacations
Brushy Creek Guest Ranch, Gloster; (601) 225-7010; 

www.brushycreekguestranch.com
Overnight Stabling
Big Sand Campground, Utica; (601) 535-2462; 

www.hikercentral.com/campgrounds/106797.html
Bridgeport Farm, Edwards; (601) 852-2383; 

(601) 953-8038; blasingamjo@bellsouth.net
Longbow Trails Inc., Pontotoc; (662) 213-6719; 

www.longbowtrails.net
Stinkin’ Jim’s Trail Ride, Houston; (662) 542-4665; 

www.stinkinjims.com
Witch Dance Horse Trail, Natchez Trace Parkway; 

(800) 305-7417; www.nps.gov
NORTH CAROLINA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Anita-Alta BRHA Youth & Horse Camp, Lenoir; 

(828) 758-5528; www.brha.us
Chadbourne Farm Lodge & Stable, Hoffman; 

(910) 696-0239; www.chadbournefarm.com
Deep Creek Boarding Stable and Camping, 

Bryson City; (828) 488-6961; 
www.deepcreekhorsecamp.com

Leatherwood Mountain Resort/Happy Trails, Boone; 
(800) 462-6867; www.kehorses.homestead.com/ 
cabin-rental.html; www.leatherwoodmountains.com/
equine/stables/

Sandy Bottom Trail Rides, Marshall; (800) 959-3513; 
www.sandybottomtrailrides.net

The Settlement at Thomas Divide, Bryson City; 
(828) 788-3648; www.thomasdivide.com

Whippoorwill Campground, Beulaville; (910) 915-9854; 
www.whippoorwillcampgroundnc.com

Riding Vacations
Biltmore Equestrian Center, Asheville; (828) 255-1454; 

www.biltmore.com
Bobby’s Place, South Mountain State Park, Morganton; 

(828) 430-0930
Deep Creek Boarding Stable and Camping, Bryson City; 

(828) 488-6961, (828) 736-1270; 
www.deepcreekhorsecamp.com

Head of the Creek, Bryson City; (828) 488-3096; 
www.headofthecreek.com

Lazy “P” Ranch, Claremont; (828) 256-1348; 
www.lazypranch.net

Leatherwood Mountain Resort/Happy Trails, Boone; 
(800) 462-6867; www.kehorses.homestead.com/ 
cabin-rental.html; www.leatherwoodmountains.com/
equine/stables/

Ride Biltmore; (828) 277-4485; www.biltmore.com/ 
equestrian/ride.asp

The Settlement at Thomas Divide, Bryson City; 
(828) 788-3648; www.thomasdivide.com

Turkey Creek Cabins, Clyde; (770) 862-4833; 
www.turkeycreekcabins.com

Whippoorwill Campground, Beulaville; (910) 915-9854; 
www.whippoorwillcampgroundnc.com

Overnight Stabling
Bobby’s Place, South Mountain State Park, Morganton; 

(828) 430-0930
Chadbourne Farm Lodge & Stable, Hoffman; 

(910) 696-0239; www.chadbournefarm.com
Deep Creek Boarding Stable and Camping, Bryson City; 

(828) 488-6961, (828) 736-1270; 
www.deepcreekhorsecamp.com

Head of the Creek, Bryson City; (828) 488-3096; 
www.headofthecreek.com

Lazy ‘P’ Ranch, Claremont; (828) 256-1348; 
www.lazypranch.net

Little Creek Outfitters, Hot Springs; 
(828) 622-9686

The Settlement at Thomas Divide, Bryson City; 
(828) 488-8138; www.thomasdivide.com

Turkey Creek Cabins, Clyde; (770) 862-4833; 
www.turkeycreekcabins.com

Whippoorwill Campground, Beulaville; 
(910) 324-2619; (910) 324-5404; 
www.whippoorwillcampgroundnc.com

SOUTH CAROLINA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Camelot Farms Equestrian Center, Saint Helena Island; 

(843) 383-3938; www.camelotfarmshorses.com
Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission Mullet 

Where-to-Ride Guide
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540-933-6633 or 888-754-5771
www.fortvalleystable.com

rt Valley Ranch
  orse & Mule Campground 

Riding Stable

100’s of Miles of Mountain Trails 
in the GW National Forest

Cabins, Camping, Corrals, Paddocks, 
Free Trail Maps, Guided Trail Rides

Fort Valley, Virginia

Rocky Hollow
Mt. Rogers Recreation Area

Hit the trail from Rocky Hollow Horse Camp to 
Rhododendron Gap or choose a different route 
and visit The Scales and catch a glimpse of wild 

ponies, turkeys, deer and maybe a mama bear and 
her cubs. Take in the panoramic views from First 

Peak or Third Peak. Follow Jackie Street Tail into 
Little Wilson Wilderness area. Make every day a 
different adventure at our family campground. Visit 

our website below for photos and more!

Miles of Trails for Your Riding Pleasure

40 Camp DR.

rockyhollow@wildblue.net
www.ridemtrogers.com

SHELTOWEE
TRAIL RIDE

TENNESSEE
SEPT 27 - OCT 3, 2015
BUFFALO RIVER TRAIL RIDE

Deadline: August 15, 2015
Cost of ride: $325 (with meals)

ApHC Approved
Rental Horses Available
Contact Greg at 575-740-1778

CONTACT
Roland or Mary Tom Haun

(270) 862-9357
rchaun@yahoo.com

www.sheltoweetrailride.homestead.com



 TR A I LR IDER MAG .COM  65

Hall Equestrian Center, Johns Island County Park; 
(843) 768-5867; www.ccprc.com/mullethall

Lakeview Plantation, Fairfax; (803) 584-0689; 
www.lakeviewplantation.com

Middleton Stables, Charleston; (800) 782-3608; 
www.middletonplace.org

Table Rock Equestrian Stables, Pickens; (864) 878-3942; 
www.tablerockresort.com

Riding Vacations
Broxton Bridge Plantati on, Ehrhardt; (800) 437-4868; 

www.broxtonbridge.com
Journey’s End Bed and Barn, Mountain Rest; (864) 638-5895
 Overnight Stabling
Broxton Bridge Plantation, Ehrhardt; (800) 437-4868; 

www.broxtonbridge.com
Camelot Farms Equestrian Center, Saint Helena Island; 

(843) 383-3938; www.camelotfarmshorses.com
Dutch Treat Manor, Mayesville; (803) 453-5178
Middleton Stables, Charleston; (800) 782-3608; 

www.middletonplace.org
TENNESSEE
Trail-Riding Destinations
Airpark Equestrian Stables, Big South Fork Airpark, Oneida; 

(865) 773-3637; www.bsfairpark.com
Bandy Creek Stables, Jamestown; (423) 286-RIDE; 

www.bandycreekstables.net
Big Cove Ranch Bed and Barn, Erwin; (423) 743-3638; 

www.bigcoveranch.com
Big Fork Campground, Allardt; (931)-879-6469; 

www.BigForkCampground.com
Big South Fork Lodge and Horse Campground, Jamestown; 

(931) 879-4230; www.bigsouthforklodge.com
Blairs Valley Ranch, Sevierville; (865)214-3380; 

www.facebook.com/blairsvalleyranch
Buffalo River Trail Ride, Inc., Waynesboro; (931) 722-9170; 

www.brtr.com
Catoosa Ridge Stables and Campground, Crossville; 

(931) 397-7433; www.catoosaridgestables.com
Cherokee Trails Campground and Stables, Bluff City; 

(423) 391-0118; www.cherokeetrailscampground.com
Circle E Guest Ranch, Belvidere; (931) 962-1790; 

www.circleeguestranch.com
Cowgirl Adventures, Jamestown; (269) 998-3495; 

www.cowgirladventure.com
East Fork Stables, Jamestown; (800) 978-7245; 

www.eastforkstables.com
Gilbertson’s Lazy Horse Retreat, Townsend; 

(865) 448-6810; www.lazyhorseretreat.com
Honey Creek Horse Camp, Allardt; (931) 879-9950; 

www.honeycreekhorsecamp.com
Laurel Hill Trail and Camp, Lawrenceburg, (931) 722-4442; 

www.laurelhilltn.com
Long C Trails, Inc., Westmoreland; (270) 618-7500; 

www.longctrails.com
Loree Guest Ranch, Jamestown; (931) 879-1985; 

www.loreeguestranch.com
Loretta Lynn’s Ranch, Hurricane Mills; (931) 296-7700; 

www.lorettalynn.com
Many Cedars Campground, Hohenwald; (931) 796-4384; 

www.manycedars.com
Meadow Creek Mountain, Parrotsville; (423) 623-7543; 

www.meadowcreekmountainranch.com
Orchard Cove, Townsend; (423) 400-6667; 

www.orchardcovestables.com
Saddle Valley Campground, Jamestown; (931) 879-6262; 

saddlevalleycampground.com
Sinking Cove Trail Rides, Sherwood; (931) 598-9247; 

www.theboloclub.com
The Fork Lodge Equestrian and Dinner Club, Jamestown; 

(931) 879-9454; www.forklodge.com
Timber Ridge Horse Campground, Jamestown; 

(931) 879-7433; www.timberridgehorse 
campground.com

Trail’s End Cabin at Big South Fork, Jamestown; 
(706) 838-0392; www.gafoxtrotters.com

True West Campground and Stables, Jamestown; 
(931) 752-8272; www.truewestcampground.com

Zenith Stables and Campground, Allardt; (931) 879-5252; 
www.zenithstables.com

Riding Vacations
Airpark Equestrian Stables, Big South Fork Airpark, Oneida; 

(865) 773-3637; www.bsfairpark.com
Arnold Estates, near Gatlinburg; (800) 969-4504; 

www.arnoldestates.com
Bandy Creek Stables, Jamestown; (423) 286-RIDE; 

www.bandycreekstables.net
Bear Hollow Stable & Cabins, Great Smoky Mountains, 

Townsend; (865) 995-0412; 
www.bearhollowcabins.com

Big Fork Campground, Allardt; (931)-879-6469; 
www.BigForkCampground.com

Big South Fork Lodge and Horse Campground, Jamestown; 
(931) 879-4230; www.bigsouthforklodge.com

Blue Springs Outfitters, Townsend; (256) 778-8762, 
(256) 758-2167

Circle E Guest Ranch, Belvider; (931) 962-1790; 
www.circleeguestranch.com

Cowgirls Adventures, Jamestown; (269) 998-3495; 
www.cowgirladventure.com

Horsin’ Around Hideaway, Jamestown; (609) 209-7264; 
www.horsinaroundhideaway.com

Loree Guest Ranch, Jamestown; (931) 879-1985; 
www.loreeguestranch.com

Many Cedars Campground, Hohenwald; (931) 796-4384; 
www.manycedars.com

Meadow Creek Barn and Breakfast, Greeneville; 
(423) 638-1335; www.meadowcreekmountain.com

Meadow Creek Mountain, Parrotsville; (423) 623-7543; 
www.meadowcreekmountainranch.com

Orchard Cove, Townsend; (423) 400-6667; 
www.orchardcovestables.com

Saddle Valley Campground, Jamestown; (931) 879-6262; 
saddlevalleycampground.com

Timber Ridge Horse Campground, Jamestown; 
(931) 879-7433; www.timberridgehorsecampground.com

Trail Horse Haven, Tellico Plains; (423) 253-2178; 
overhill2@tds.net

True West Campground and Stables, Jamestown; 
(931) 752-8272; www.truewestcampground.com

Zenith Stables and Campground, Allardt; (931) 879-5252; 
www.zenithstables.com

Overnight Stabling
Airpark Equestrian Stables, Big South Fork Airpark, Oneida; 

(865) 773-3637; www.bsfairpark.com
Bandy Creek Stables, Jamestown; (423) 286-RIDE; 

www.bandycreekstables.net
Bear Hollow Stable & Cabins, Great Smoky Mountains, 

Townsend; (865) 995-0412; www.bearhollowcabins.com
Big Cove Ranch Bed and Barn, Erwin; (423) 743-3638; 

www.bigcoveranch.com
Big Fork Campground, Allardt; (931)-879-6469; 

www.BigForkCampground.com
Big South Fork Cabin, Jamestown; (706) 838-4519; 

www.gafoxtrotters.com
Big South Fork Lodge and Horse Campground,Jamestown; 

(931) 879-4230; 
www.bigsouthforklodge.com

Blairs Valley Ranch, Sevierville; (865)214-3380; 
www.facebook.com/blairsvalleyranch

Catoosa Ridge Stables and Campground, Crossville; 
(931) 397-7433; www.catoosaridgestables.com

Cherokee Trails Campground and Stables, Bluff City; 
(423) 391-0118; www.cherokeetrailscampground.com

East Fork Stables, Jamestown; (800) 978-7245; 
www.eastforkstables.com

Flintlock Farm Inn & Stables, Chuckey; (866) 472-4430
Gilbertson’s Lazy Horse Retreat, Townsend; 

(865) 448-6810; www.lazyhorseretreat.com
Honey Creek Horse Camp, Allardt; (931) 879-9950; 

www.honeycreekhorsecamp.com
Long C Trails, Inc., Westmoreland; (270) 618-7500; 

www.longctrails.com
Loree Guest Ranch, Jamestown; (931) 879-1985; 

www.loreeguestranch.com
Meadow Creek Barn and Breakfast, Greeneville; 

(423) 638-1335; www.meadowcreekmountain.com
Meadow Creek Mountain, Parrotsville; (423) 623-7543; 

www.meadowcreekmountainranch.com
Namaste Acres Barn Bed & Breakfast, Franklin; 

(615) 791-0333
Orchard Cove, Townsend; (423) 400-6667; 

www.orchardcovestables.com
Saddle Valley Campground, Jamestown; (931) 879-6262; 

www.saddlevalleycampground.com
Serenity Farm Foxtrotters, Cornersville; (931) 424-1347; 

www.serenityfarm.com
Sinking Cove Trail Rides, Sherwood; (931) 598-9247; 

 www.theboloclub.com
Springbrook Inn, LLC, Niota; (423) 368-4690; 

www.springbrook-inn.com
Station Camp Horse Camp, Oneida; (423) 569-3321; 

www.nps.gov/biso/planyourvisit/horsecamps.htm
Timber Ridge Horse Campground, Jamestown; (931) 879-

7433; www.timberridgehorsecampground.com

Trail Horse Haven, Tellico Plains; (423) 253-2178; 
overhill2@tds.net

True West Campground and Stables, Jamestown; 
(931) 752-8272; www.truewestcampground.com

VIRGINIA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Fort Valley Ranch, Fort Valley; (888) 754-5771; 

www.fortvalleyranch.com
High Country Horse Camp, Troutdale; (276) 388-3992; 

www.highcountryhorsecampva.net
Hungry Horse East, Ivanhoe; (803) 367-3152; 

www.hungryhorseeast.com
Iron Mountain Horse Camp, Cripple Creek; (276) 744-2056; 

www.ironmountainhorsecamp.com
Riverview Farms and Stables, Toms Brook; 

(540) 436-8237; www.riverviewfarmsandstables.com
Rocky Hollow Horse Camp, Troutdale; (888) 644-0014; 

www.rockyhollowhorsecamp.com
Rugby Creek Cabins & Equestrian Retreat, Mouth of Wilson; 

(276) 579-4215; www.rugbycreek.com
Shangrila Guest Ranch, South Boston; (434) 517-0888; 

www.shangrilaretreat.us
Riding Vacations
Fort Valley Ranch, Fort Valley; (888) 754-5771; 

www.fortvalleyranch.com
Iron Mountain Horse Camp, Cripple Creek; 

(276) 744-2056; (877) 744-2056; 
www.ironmountainhorsecamp.com

Riverview Farms and Stables, Toms Brook; 
(540) 436-8237; www.riverviewfarmsandstables.com

Rocky Hollow Horse Camp, Troutdale; (888) 644-0014; 
www.rockyhollowhorsecamp.com

Secret Passage Ranch, Fort Valley; (540) 933-6564; 
www.secretpassageranch.com

Shangrila Guest Ranch, South Boston; (434) 517-0888; 
www.shangrilaretreat.us

Overnight Stabling
Fort Valley Ranch, Fort Valley; (888) 754-5771; 

www.fortvalleyranch.com
Graves Mountain Lodge, Syria; (540) 923-4231; 

www.gravesmountain.com
High Country Horse Camp, Troutdale; (276) 388-3992; 

www.campingfriend.com/highcountryhorsecamp
Iron Mountain Horse Camp, Cripple Creek; 

(276) 744-2056; (877) 744-2056; 
www.ironmountainhorsecamp.com

Mountaintop Ranch, Elkton; (540) 298-9542; 
www.mountaintopranch.com

Rugby Creek Cabins & Equestrian Retreat, Mouth of Wilson; 
(276) 579-4215; www.rugbycreek.com

Virginia Highlands at Dry Road, Speedwell; 
(276) 686-0168; meyerl@newpaltz.edu

WEST VIRGINIA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Bunner Ridge Riding Association, Colfax; (304) 363-1594; 

www.bunnerridgeridingclub.org
Mountwood Park Horse Camp, Waverly; (304) 679-3611; 

www.mountwoodpark.org
Riding Vacations
EJ’s Cottages and Stabling, Dunmore; (800) 317-9120; 

www.ejcottages.net
Pipestem State Park, Pipestem; (304) 466-1800; 

www.pipestemresort.com
Shalimar Farm, Cass; (304) 456-4852; 

www.shalimarfarm.com
Overnight Stabling
Bunner Ridge Riding Association, Colfax; (304) 363-1594; 

www.bunnerridgeridingclub.org
EJ’s Cottages and Stabling, Dunmore; (304) 456-4319; 

www.ejcottages.net
Mountwood Park Horse Camp, Waverly; (304) 679-3611; 

www.mountwoodpark.org

MID-ATLANTIC/NORTHEAST REGION

DELAWARE
Trail-Riding Destinations
Sunset Stables at Lums Pond State Park, Bear; 

(302) 834-7588; www.sunsetstable.com
Overnight Stabling
Bellevue State Park, Wilmington; (302) 761-6963; 

www.destateparks.com
Sunset Stables at Lums Pond State Park, Bear; 

(302) 834-7588; www.sunsetstable.com
CONTINUED ➜
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MAINE
Trail-Riding Destinations
Ellis River Riders, Andover; (207) 364-3502; 

www.ellisriverriders.com
Memory Lane Vacations, St. Andover; (207) 392-2381; 

www.memorylanevacations.net
Riding Vacations
Farm by the River, North Conway; (888) 414-8353; 

www.farmbytheriver.com
Overnight Stabling
Carriages of Acadia, Inc., Houlton (Acadia National Park con-

cession); (877) 276-3622; www.carriagesofacadia.com
MARYLAND
Trail-Riding Destinations
River Bottom Trail Riders, Damascus; (301) 253-0999; 

www.horserentals.com/riverbottom.html
MASSACHUSETTS
Trail-Riding Destinations
Berkshire Horseback Adventures/Aspinwall Adult 

Equestrian Center, Lenox; (413) 637-9090; 
www.berkshirehorseback.com

Overnight Stabling
Berkshire Horseback Adventures/Aspinwall Adult 

Equestrian Center, Lenox; (413) 637-9090; 
www.berkshirehorseback.com

High Pocket Bed and Breakfast and Barn, Colrain; 
(413) 624-8988; www.highpocket.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Trail-Riding Destinations
Buck N Horse Campground, Rumney; (603) 744-2608; 

www.bucknhorsecampground.net
Grand View Estate, Jaffrey; (603) 325-8883
High Meadow Farms, Moultonborough; (603) 539-6052; 

www.highmeadowsfarms.com
Lucky 7 Stables, Londonderry; (603) 432-3076; 

www.lucky7stables.com
Riding Vacations
Attitash Mountain Resort, Bartlett; (800) 223-7669; 

www.attitash.com
Buck N Horse Campground, Rumney; (603) 744-2608; 

www.bucknhorsecampground.net
Farm By The River, North Conway; (888) 414-8353; 

www.farmbytheriver.com
High Meadows Farms, Wolfeboro; (603) 539-6052; 

www.highmeadowsfarms.com
Riding in the Clouds, Moultonborough; (603) 476-8350; 

www.ridingintheclouds.com
The Franconia Inn, Franconia; (800)473-5299; 

www.franconiainn.com
The Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy; (800) 242-6495; 

www.east-hill-farm.com
Overnight Stabling
Bear Brook Stables, Allenstown; (603) 485-4880; 

www.bearbrookstables.us
Grand View Estate, Jaffrey; (603) 325-8883
NEW JERSEY
Trail-Riding Destinations
Celtic Hill Farm, Augusta; (862) 268-3166; 

www.celtichillfarm.com
Riding Vacations
Double D Guest Ranch, Blairstown; (908) 459-9044; 

www.doubledguestranch.com
Overnight Stabling
Celtic Hill Farm, Augusta; (862) 268-3166; 

www.celtichillfarm.com
D&D Stables, Buena; (856) 697-6317; 

www.ddstables.com
NEW YORK
Trail-Riding Destinations
Circle B Branch, Chestertown; (518) 494-4888; 

www.circlebranch.net
Donameer Farm, Hammondsport; (352) 238-6292; 

www.donameerfarm.com
Ivy Rock Farms/Schunnemunk Shadow Stables, New 

Winsor; (845) 534-0365; www.ivyrockfarms.com
Painted Bar Stables, Burdett; (607) 216-8141; 

www.paintedbarstables.com
Riding Vacations
1000 Acres, Stony Creek; (518) 696-5649; 

www.1000acres.com

Cherry Creek Inn Bed and Breakfast, Cherry Creek; 
(716) 296-5101; www.cherrycreekinn.net

Circle B Branch, Chestertown; (518) 494-4888; 
www.circlebranch.net

Endless Trails Guesthouse and Stables, Hubbardsville; 
(315) 899-3351; www.endlesstrailsguesthouse.com

Manestay Stables, Glenfield; (315) 376-7924; 
www.manestaystables.com

Pure Country Campground, New Berlin; (607) 847-9265; 
www.purecountrycampground.com

R & R Dude Ranch, Otto; (716) 257-5663; 
www.rrduderanch.com

Ridin’Hy Ranch Resort, Warrensburg; (518) 494-2742; 
www.ridinhy.com

River Run Stables, Corinth; (518) 654-9192; 
www.facebook. com/pages/River-Run-Stables- 
LLC/164015233650971

Rocking Horse Ranch, Highland; (800) 647-2624; 
www.rockinghorseranch.com

Overnight Stabling
Ivy Rock Farms/Schunnemunk Shadow Stables, 

New Winsor; (845) 534-0365; www.ivyrockfarms.com
Manestay Stables, Glenfield; (315) 955-5533; 

www.manestaystables.com
Pure Country Campground, New Berlin; (754) 264-2136; 

www.purecountrycampground.com
River Run Stables, Corinth; (518) 654-9192; www.facebook.

com/pages/River-Run-Stables-LLC/164015233650971
PENNSYLVANIA
Trail-Riding Destinations
Circle T Trail Riders, Newmanstown; (717) 222-1139; 

www.circlettrailriders.com
Cook Forest Scenic Trail Ride, Dude Ranch, & Campground, 

Clarion; (814) 226-5985; www.patrailride.com
Hickory Creek Wilderness Ranch, Tidioute; (814) 484-7520; 

www.hickorycreekranch.com
Sharon’s Horse Heaven, Butler, (724) 355-4844; 

www.sharonshorseheaven.com
Riding Vacations
Artillery Ridge Camping Resort, Gettysburg; 

(717) 334-1288; www.artilleryridge.com
Cook Forest Scenic Trail Ride, Dude Ranch, & Campground, 

Clarion; (814) 226-5985; www.patrailride.com
Deer Path Stable, White Haven; (570) 443-4431; 

www.deerpathstable.com
Fernwood Resort, East Stroudsburg; (800) 337-6966; 

www.fernwoodresortpoconos.com
Flying W Ranch, Kellettville; (814) 463-7663; 

www.theflyingwranch.com
Hickory Creek Wilderness Ranch, Tidioute; 

(814) 484-7520; www.hickorycreekranch.com
Ironstone Ranch, Elizabethton; (717) 902-9791; 

www.ironstoneranch.com
Pocono Manor, Pocono Manor; (570) 839-6237; 

www.poconomanor.com
Sharon’s Horse Heaven, Butler, (724) 355-4844; 

www.sharonshorseheaven.com
Triple W Riding Stable, Honesdale; (570) 226-2620; 

www.triplewridingstable.net
Overnight Stabling
Abbey Farm Boutwell Hill, Cherry Creek; (716) 296-5101; 

www.cherrycreekinn.net
Cook Forest Area Scenic Trail Ride & Dude Ranch, Clarion; 

(814) 856-2081; www.patrailride.com
Sharon’s Horse Heaven, Butler, (724) 355-4844; 

www.sharonshorseheaven.com
Windy Ridge Farm, Bethel; (717) 933-5888; 

www.windyridgefarm.com
RHODE ISLAND
Trail-Riding Destination
C and L Stables, Warwick; (401) 886-5246; 

www.candlstables.info
Newport Equestrian, Middletown; (401) 837-4188; 

www.newportequestrian.com
Stepping Stone Ranch, West Greenwich; (401) 397-3725; 

www.steppingstoneranch.com
Sunset Stables, Lincoln; (401)722-3033; 

www.sunsetstablesri.com
Riding Vacations
C and L Stables, Warwick; 401-886-5246; 

www.candlstables.info
Overnight Stabling
Morning Star Horse Farm, Saunderstown; (401) 295-4100; 

www.morningstarhorseri.com
Stepping Stone Ranch, West Greenwich; (401) 397-3725; 

www.steppingstoneranch.com

Where-to-Ride Guide  
NORTHEAST, continued
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Sharon@HorseHeavenPA.com

MARIENVILLE 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Stay in our 
NEW CABIN 
and ride the 

wide variety of  
trails in the 
Allegheny 

National Forest
Top 5 reasons to rent the cabin:

1. Access to 75 miles of horse trails 

with streams, valleys, lakes and 

wooded trails.

2. Peaceful 60-acre farm surrounded 

by National Forest.

3. Stay right beside your horse.

4. Cabin has aromatic cedar, large 

windows overlooking paddocks, 

gas fi replace, fl at screen TV/DVD 

with collection of horse movies.

5. 2 bedrooms and full kitchen.

www.SharonsHorseHeaven.com

(800) 844-1409 
WWW.USRIDER.ORG

It’s a Long Road Ahead. 

ARE YOU 
COVERED?
Offering 24/7 Nationwide 

Roadside Assistance for 
You and Your Horse.

JOIN TODAY.

Offi cial Roadside 
Assistance Partner of 

the AQHA

Find Us On 
Facebook

Administered by Nation Motor Club Inc., 
DBA Nation Safe Drivers
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PACIFIC REGION

CALIFORNIA
Alisal Guest Ranch & Resort, Solvang 

(805) 688-6411; www.alisal.com
Circle Bar B Guest Ranch, Goleta 

(805) 968-1113; www.circlebarb.com
Greenhorn Guest Ranch, Quincy 

(800) 334-6939; www.greenhornranch.com
Hunewill Circle H Guest Ranch, Bridgeport 

(760) 932-7710; www.hunewillranch.com
Kramer Ranch, Bieber 

(530) 294-5327; www.kramerranch.com
Marble Mountain Guest Ranch, Somes Bar 

(800) 552-6284; www.marblemountainranch.
com

Rancho Oso Guest Ranch, Santa Barbara 
(805) 683-5686; www.ranchooso.net

HAWAII
Dahana Ranch, Kamuela, Big Island of Hawaii 

(808) 885-0057; www.dahanaranch.com

NEVADA
Cottonwood Guest Ranch, Wells 

(775) 472-0453; www.cottonwoodguestranch.com

OREGON
Aspen Ridge Resort, Bly; 800) 393-3323; (541) 884-8685; 

www.aspenridgerr.com
Flying M Ranch, Yamhill 

(503) 662-3222; ww.flying-m-ranch.com
Long Hollow Ranch, Sisters 

(877) 923-1901; www.lhranch.com
Steens Mountain Guest Ranch, Diamond 

(541) 493-1164; www.oregonguestranch.com
Willow Springs Guest Ranch, Lakeview 

(541) 497-5499; www.willowspringsguestranch.com
Wilson Ranch Retreat Bed & Breakfast, Fossil 

(541) 763-2227; www.wilsonranchesretreat.com

WASHINGTON
Bull Hill Ranch, Kettle Falls; (509) 732-1171; www.bullhill.com
K Diamond K Guest Ranch, Republic 

(888) 345-5355; www.kdiamondk.com

SOUTHWEST REGION

ARIZONA
Circle Z Ranch, Patagonia 

(888) 854-2525; www.circlez.com
Elkhorn Ranch, Tucson 

(520) 822-1040; www.elkhornranch.com
Flying E Dude Ranch, Wickenburg 

(888) 684-2650; www.flyingeranch.com
Gotno Morgan Guest Ranch, Florence, (520) 868-2351; 

www.gotnomorganranch.com
HCR-AZ, Oracle; (520)488-9969; www.haycreekranchaz.com
Rancho de la Osa, Tucson 

(520) 823-4257; www.ranchodelaosa.com
Rancho de los Caballeros, Wickenburg 

(800) 684-5030; www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com
Rancho Los Banos, Douglas 

(520) 955-2577; www.tierrachamahuaecoadventures.com
Tanque Verde Ranch, Tucson 

(800) 234-3833; www.tanqueverderanch.com
White Stallion Ranch, Tucson 

(888) 977-2624; www.whitestallion.com

NEW MEXICO
Burnt Well Guest Ranch, Roswell 

(866) 729-0974; www.burntwellguestranch.com
Caballos de las Estrellas Resort, Rodeo; 

(575) 545-5426; www.caballosresort.com
Flying M Ranch, Ruidoso 

(512) 355-9492; www.flyingmtexas.com
Geronimo Trail Guest Ranch, Winston 

(575) 772-5157; www.geronimoranch.com

OKLAHOMA
A to Z Guest Ranch, Smithville 

(580) 244-3729; www.atozguestranch.com

Wood Guest Ranch La Hacienda, Robles 
(580) 271-1048; www.woodguestranch.com

TEXAS
2E Twin Elm Guest Ranch, Bandera 

(888) 567-3049; www.twinelmranch.com
Dixie Dude Ranch, Bandera 

(800) 375-9255; www.dixieduderanch.com
Flying M Ranch, Bertram 

(512) 355-9492; www.flyingmtexas.com
Lajitas Golf Resort & Spa, Big Bend 

(432) 424-5000; www.lajitasgolfresort.com
Lazy F Ranch, Smiley; (830) 587-6378; www.lazyfranch.com
Hill Country Equestrian Lodge, Bandera 

(830)796-7950; www.hillcountryequestlodge.com
Mayan Dude Ranch, Bandera 

(830) 796-3312; www.mayanranch.com
Rancho Cortez, Bandera 

(830) 796-9339; www.ranchocortez.com
SisterCreek Ranch, Boerne 

(830) 324-6525; www.sistercreekranch.com
Texas Ranch Life, Chappell Hill 

(866) 839-2775; www.texasranchlife.com
West 1077 Guest Ranch, Bandera 

(830) 796-5675; www.west1077.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION

COLORADO
4UR Ranch, Creede 

(719) 658-2202; www.4urranch.com
Bar Lazy J Guest Ranch, Parshall 

(800) 396-6279; www.barlazyj.com
Bear Basin Ranch, Westcliffe 

(719) 783-2076; www.adventurespecialists.org
Beaver Meadows Resort, Red Feather Lakes 

(970) 881-2450; www.beavermeadows.com
Black Mountain Ranch, McCoy 

(800) 967-2401; www.blackmtnranch.com
C Lazy U Ranch, Granby; (970) 887-3344; www.clazyu.com
Cherokee Park Ranch, Livermore 

(800) 628-0949; www.cherokeeparkranch.com
Cherry Creek Mountain Ranch, Hesperus 

(970) 588-2289; www.cherrycreekmtnranch.com
Colorado Trails Ranch, Durango 

(800) 323-3833; www.coloradotrails.com
Colorado Cattle Company & Guest Ranch, New Raymer 

(970) 437-5345; www.coloradocattlecompany.com
Devil’s Thumb Ranch Resort and Spa, Tabernash 

(970) 726-5632; www.devilsthumbranch.com
Drowsy Water Ranch, Granby 

(800) 845-2292; www.drowsywater.com
Echo Basin Ranch, Mancos 

(970) 533.7000; www.echobasin.com
Elk Mountain Ranch, Buena Vista 

(800) 432-8812; www.elkmtn.com
High Lonesome Ranch, De Beque 

(970) 283-9420; www.highlonesomeduderanch.com
Historic Pines Ranch, Westcliffe 

(719) 783-2039; www.thehistoricpinesranch.com
Historic Triple B Ranch, Woodland Park 

(877) 687-8899; www.triplebranch.com
Home Ranch, Clark; (970) 879-1780; www.homeranch.com
Laramie River Ranch, Jelm; 800) 551-5731; www.lrranch.com

Latigo Ranch, Kremmling 
(800) 227-9655; www.latigotrails.com
Lost Valley Ranch, Sedalia 
(303) 647-2311; www.lostvalleyranch.com
M Lazy C Ranch, Lake George 
(800) 289-4868; www.mlazyc.com
Majestic Dude Ranch, Mancos 
(800) 325-9462; www.majesticduderanch.com
North Fork Ranch & Fishing Lodge, Shawnee 
(800) 843-7895; www.northforkranch.com
Rainbow Trout Ranch, Antonito 
(800) 633-3397; www.rainbowtroutranch.com
Rhapsody Ranch, Westcliffe 
(719) 783-2650; www.rhapsodyranch.com
Smith Fork Ranch, Crawford 
(855) 539-1492; www.smithforkranch.com
Sun Canyon Ranch, Dove Creek 

(970) 677-3377; www.suncanyonranch.com
Sundance Trail Guest Ranch, Red Feather Lakes 

(800) 357-4930; www.sundancetrail.com
Sylvan Dale Guest Ranch, Loveland 

(877) 667-3999; www.sylvandale.com
The Broadmoor’s Ranch at Emerald Valley, Colorado Springs 

(866) 976-1387; https://resv.broadmoor.com
Tumbling River Ranch, Grant 

(800) 654-8770; www.tumblingriver.com
Tarryall River Ranch, Lake George 

(800) 408-8407; www.tarryallranch.com
Triple B Ranch, Woodland Park 

(719) 687-8899; www.triplebranch.com
Waunita Hot Springs Ranch, Gunnison 

(970) 641-1266; www.waunita.com
Wind River Christian Guest Ranch, Estes Park 

(800) 523-4212; www.windriverranch.com
Wilderness Trails Ranch, Durango 

(800) 527-2624; www.wildernesstrails.com
Winding River Resort, Grand Lake 

(800) 282-5121; www.windingriverresort.com
Vista Verde Ranch, Steamboat Springs 

(800) 526-7433; www.vistaverde.com
Zapata Ranch, Mosca; (888) 592-7282; 

www.zranch.org

IDAHO
Diamond D Ranch, Stanley 

(800) 222-1269; www.diamonddranch-idaho.com
Granite Creek Guest Ranch, Ririe 

(208) 538-7140; www.granitecreekranch.com
McGarry Ranches, Rexburg 

(866) 593-4455; www.mcgarryranches.com
Red Horse Mountain Ranch, Harrison 

(888) 689-9680; www.redhorsemountain.com
Seven Devils Lodge and Guest Ranch, Council 

(208) 253-3014; www.sevendevilslodge.com
Wapiti Meadow Ranch, Cascade 

(208) 633-3217; www.wapitimeadowranch.com
Western Pleasure Guest Ranch, Sandpoint 

(888) 863-9066; www.westernpleasureranch.com

MONTANA
63 Ranch, Livingston; (888) 395-5151; www.63ranch.com
Averill’s Flathead Lake Ranch, Big Fork 

(406) 837-4391; www.flatheadlakelodge.com
Bar W Guest Ranch, Whitefish 

(866) 828-2900; www.gbarm.com
Blacktail Ranch, Wolf Creek 

(866) 235-4330; www.blacktailranch.com
Bonanza Creek Guest Ranch, Martinsdale 

(800) 476-6045; www.bonanzacreekcountry.com
Broken Arrow Lodge and Outfitters, Alder 

(406) 842-5437; www.brokenarrowlodge.com
Covered Wagon Ranch, Gallatin Gateway, 

(800) 995-4237; www.coveredwagonranch.com
Deep Canyon Guest Ranch, Choteau 

(406) 466-2044; www.deepcanyonguestranch.com
Elkhorn Ranch, Gallatin Gateway 

(406) 995-4291; www.elkhornranchmontana.com
G Bar M Ranch, Clyde Park; 406) 686-4423; www.gbarm.com
Hawley Mountain Guest Ranch, McLeod 

(877) 496-7848; www.hawleymountain.com

Guest-Ranch Guide

CLIXPHOTO.COM

C Lazy U Ranch 
Granby, Colorado
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Hubbard’s Six Quarter Circle Ranch, Emigrant

(406) 848-7755; www.hubbardsranch.com
JJJ Wilderness Ranch, Augusta

(406) 562-3653; www.triplejranch.com
Lonesome Spur Ranch, Bridger

(406) 662-3460; www.lonesomespur.com
Lone Mountain Ranch, Big Sky

(800) 514-4644; www.lonemountainranch.com
McGinnis Meadows Cattle & Guest Ranch, Libby

(866) 764-5569; www.mmgranch.net
Mountain Sky Guest Ranch, Emigrant

(800) 548-3392; www.mountainsky.com
Nine Quarter Circle Ranch, Gallatin Gateway

(406) 995-4276; www.ninequartercircle.com
Ranch at Rock Creek, Phillipsburg

(877) 786-1545; www.theranchatrockcreek.com
Rich’s Montana Guest Ranch, Seeley Lake

(800) 532-4350; www.richranch.com
Rocking Z Guest Ranch, Wolf Creek

(406) 458-3890; www.rockingz.com
Sweet Grass Ranch, Big Timber

(406) 537-4477; www.sweetgrassranch.com
Upper Canyon Outfi tters & Guest Ranch, Alder

(800) 735-3973; www.ucomontana.com

UTAH
Abajo Haven Guest Ranch, Blanding

(435) 979-3126; www.abajohaven.com
Beaver Creek Lodge, Logan Canyon

(800) 946-4485; www.beavercreeklodge.com

WYOMING
7D Ranch, Cody; (888) 587-9885; www.7dranch.com
A Bar A Ranch, Encampment

(307) 327-5454; www.abararanch.com
Absaroka Ranch, Dubois

(307) 455-2275; www.absarokaranch.com
CM Ranch, Dubois; (800) 455-0721; www.cmranch.com
Crossed Sabres Ranch, Cody

(307) 587-3750; www.crossedsabresranch.com
Diamond L Guest Ranch, Hulett

(307) 467-5236; www.diamondlranch.com
Diamond X Ranch, Cody

(307) 587-5252; www.ddxranchwyoming.com
Double Rafter Cattle Drives, Ranchester

(800) 704-9268; www.doublerafter.com
Eatons’ Ranch, Wolf; (800) 210-1049; www.eatonsranch.com
Flat Creek Ranch, Jackson

(307) 733-0603; www.fl atcreekranch.com
Focus Ranch, Slater; (970)583-2410; www.focusranch.com
Goosewing Ranch, Jackson

(888) 733-5251; www.goosewingranch.com
Gros Ventre River Ranch, Moose

(307) 733-4138; www.grosventreriverranch.com
Heart Six Guest Ranch, Moran

(888) 543-2477; www.heartsix.com
Hideout Lodge & Guest Ranch, Shell

(800) 354-8637; www.thehideout.com
Klondike Ranch, Buffalo

(800) 362-2982; www.klondikeranch.com
Lazy L&B Ranch, Dubois; (800) 453-9488; www.lazylb.com
Lost Creek Ranch, Moose; (307) 733-3435; www.lostcreek.com
Medicine Bow Lodge & Guest Ranch, Saratoga

(800) 409-5439; www.medicinebowlodge.net
Moose Head Ranch, Moose

(307) 733-3141; www.mooseheadranch.com
New Haven Ranch, Hulett

(307) 467-5663; www.wyoedgeadventures.com
Paradise Guest Ranch, Buffalo

(307) 684-7876; www.paradiseranch.com
R Lazy S Ranch, Teton Village; (307) 733-2655; www.rlazys.com
Red Refl et Guest Ranch, Ten Sleep

(866) 766-2340; www.red-refl et-ranch.net
Red Rock Ranch, Kelly

(307) 733-6288; www.theredrockranch.com
Rimrock Ranch, Cody

(307) 587-3970; www.rimrockranch.com
Spotted Horse Ranch, Jackson Hole

(800) 528-2084; www.spottedhorseranch.com
T Cross Ranch, Dubois; (307) 455-2206; www.tcross.com
The Hideout Lodge and Guest Ranch, Shell

(307) 765-9300; www.thehideout.com
The Historic UXU Ranch, Wapiti

(307) 587-2143; www.uxuranch.com
Triangle C Ranch, Dubois; (800) 661-4928; www.trianglec.com
Triangle X Ranch, Moose; (307) 733-2183; www.trianglex.com
Vee Bar Guest Ranch, Laramie

(800) 483-3227; www.veebar.com

Turpin Meadows, Jackson Hole
(307) 543-2000; www.turpinmeadowranch.com

Wyoming High Country, Lovell
(307) 529-0914; www.wyhighcountry.com

MIDWEST REGION

INDIANA
Rawhide Ranch, Nashville

(812) 988-0085; www.rawhideranchusa.com
Wilstem Ranch, French Link

(812) 936-4484; www.wilstemranch.com
MICHIGAN
Rudolf Ranch, Traverse City,

(231) 947-9529; www.ranchrudolf.com
The Outback Guest Ranch, Stanwood

(231) 972-7255; www.outback-lodge.com
Wolf Lake Ranch, Baldwin

(231) 745-3890; www.wolfl akeranchresort.com
MINNESOTA
Outback Ranch, Houston

(507) 896-5550; www.outbackranch.net
Silver Sage Guest Ranch, Clitherall

(218) 854-8007; www.silversagemn.com
MISSOURI
Big River Ranch, Lexington

(816) 616-9339; www.bigriverranchtrailriding.com
Bucks and Spurs, Ava; 

(417) 683-2381; www.bucksandspurs.com
Coldwater Ranch, Eminence

(573) 226-3723; www.coldwaterranch.com
Flying R Ranch, West Plains

(417) 469-2267; www.fl ying-r-ranch.com
NEBRASKA
Double R Guest Ranch, Mullen

(866) 217-2042; www.sandhilldoublerranch.com
Rowe’s 1+1 Ranch, Burwell

(308) 346-5530; www.1plus1ranch.com
NORTH DAKOTA
Black Leg Ranch, Sterling

(602) 510-6094; www.blacklegranch.com
OHIO
KD Quest Ranch, Adamsville

(740) 796-0099; www.kdguestranch.com
Smoke Rise Ranch, Glouster

(740) 767-2624; www.smokeriseranch.com
SOUTH DAKOTA
Circle View Guest Ranch, Interior

(605) 433-5582; www.circleviewranch.com
Hay Creek Ranch, Nemo

(605) 578-1142; www.haycreekranch.net
High Country Quest Ranch, Hill City

(605) 574-9003; www.highcountryranch.com
Nemo Guest Ranch, Nemo

(605) 578-2708; www.nemoguestranch.com
Triple R Ranch, Keystone; (888) 777-2624; www.rrrranch.com
WISCONSIN
Spur of the Moment, Mountain

(800) 644-8783; www.spurofthemomentranch.org

SOUTH/SOUTHEAST REGION

ALABAMA
Scarlet Oak Quest Ranch, Stevenson

(256) 437-2237; www.scarletoakguestranch.com
Shady Grove Dude Ranch, Mentone

(256) 634-4344; www.cloudmont.com
ARKANSAS
Bar Fifty Guest Ranch, Bismarck

(888) 829-9570; www.barfi ftyranch.com
Horseshoe Canyon Ranch, Jasper

(870) 446-2577; www.horseshoecanyonduderanch.com
Ozark Mountain Meadows Ranch, Ozark

(479) 497-2127; www.ozarktrailrides.com
Panther Valley Ranch, Hot Springs

(501) 623-5556; www.panthervalleyranch.com
FLORIDA
Circle F Dude Ranch, Lake Wales

(863) 676-4113; www.circlefduderanchcamp.com
Fiddler’s Green Ranch, Altoona

(800) 947-2624; www.fi ddlersgreenranch.com
The Griffi n Ranch, Fort McCoy

(888) 414-2275; www.thegriffi nranch.com
CONTINUED ➜

SHOWOFF
Ribbon Racks

www.merbeth.net
262-246-3500

Trail Rider Wall Ribbon Rack

®

(Patent 7726495B1)

Available in Stall or Wall Models
Quarter Horse, Paint, Appaloosa, Arabian, Paso Fino, 

Andalusian, Dressage, Jumper, Miniature Horse,
Tennessee Walker, Saddlebred, Horseshoe, Morgan, 
Gypsy, Reining, Warmblood, Barrel Racer, Friesian, 

Belgian, Percheron, Clydesdale, Donkey, Mule, 
Driving, Pole Bending, Eventing, Horse Pull, 

Natural Horsemanship,Western Dressage, Trail Rider, 
Hafl inger, Dogs, Sport, Rocky Mountain Horse

The NIBBLENET
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June 5-7, 2015
Western States 
Horse Expo
Cal Expo Fairgrounds
Sacramento, Calif.
(800) 352-2411
www.horsexpo.com

September 11-13, 2015
Hawaii Horse Expo
Pukalani Stables
Waimea, Hawaii
(800) 887-2301
www.hawaiihorseexpo.com

September 12-13, 2015
Saratoga Horse Expo
Saratoga Race Course
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
(518) 490-1214
www.saratogahorseexpo.com

October 17, 2015
Bluebonnet Horse Expo

Travis County Expo Center
Austin, Texas
(888) 542-5163
www.bluebonnethorseexpo.com

October 23-25, 2015
The Mane Event 
Chilliwack
Chilliwack Heritage Park
Chilliwack, British Columbia
(604) 824-9927
www.maneeventexpo.com

October 24-25, 2015
Nebraska Horse Expo
Lancaster Event Center
Lincoln, Neb.
(402) 523-6403
www.nebraskahorseexpo.org

November 12-15, 2015
Equine Affaire
Eastern States Exposition
West Springfield, Mass.

(740) 845-0085
www.equineaffaire.com

November 13-15, 2015
Novi Equestrian Expo
Suburban Collection Showplace
Novi, Mich.
(248) 348-5600
www.noviequestrianexpo.com

February 19-21, 2016
Washington State 
Horse Expo
Clark County Event Center
Ridgefield, Wash.
(360) 397-6170
www.wastatehorseexpo.com

April 15-17, 2016
Midwest Horse Fair
Alliant Energy Center
Madison, Wis.
(920) 623-5515
www.midwesthorsefair.com

Horse Expos

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Westgate River Ranch, River Ranch 
(800) 925-9999; www.westgateresorts.com

GEORGIA
Humberland, Waleska; (770) 479-7895; www.humberland.com
Seventy-Four Ranch, Jasper 

(706) 692-0123; www.seventyfourranch.com
Southern Cross Guest Ranch, Madison 

(706) 342-8027; www.southcross.com
KENTUCKY
Hidden Cave Ranch, Burkesville 

(270) 433-3225; www.hiddencaveranch.com
LOUISIANA
Lucky 4B Ranch, Melder 

(318) 659-4414; www.lucky4branch.com
MISSISSIPPI
Brushy Creek Quest Ranch, Gloster 

(601) 225-7010; www.brushycreekguestranch.com
NORTH CAROLINA
Cataloochee Guest Ranch, Maggie Valley 

(828) 926-1401; www.cataloocheeranch.com
Clear Creek Ranch, Burnsville 

(828) 675-4510; www.clearcreekranch.com
Pisgah View Ranch, Candler 

(828) 667-9100; www.pisgahviewranch.net
TENNESSEE
Circle E Guest Ranch, Belvidere 

(931) 962-1790; www.circleeguestranch.com
Loree Guest Ranch, Jamestown 

(931) 879-1985; www.loreeguestranch.com
Loretta Lynn’s Ranch, Hurricane Mills 

(931) 296-7700; www.lorettalynnranch.net
Tennessee Dude and Guest Ranch, Dunlap 

(423) 554-4677; www.tnhorsevacation.com
VIRGINIA
Fort Valley Ranch, Fort Valley 

(540) 933-6633; www.fortvalleystable.com
Rivers Bend Ranch, Stanley 

(800) 672-7726; www.riversbendranch.com
Shangrila Guest Ranch, South Boston 

(434) 517-0888; www.shangrilaguestranch.com

MID-ATLANTIC/NORTHEAST REGION

NEW YORK
1000 Acres Guest Ranch, Stony Creek 

(518) 696-2444; www.1000acres.com
Pine Grove Guest Ranch, Kerhonkson 

(800) 346-4626; www.pinegroveranch.com
Ridin’Hy Ranch Resort, Warrensburg 

(518) 494-2742; www.ridinhy.com
Rocking Horse Ranch, Highland 

(845) 691.2927; www.rockinghorseranch.com

PENNSYLVANIA
Hickory Creek Wilderness Ranch, Tidoute 

(814) 484-7520; www.hickorycreekranch.com
Malibu Dude Ranch, Milford 

(800) 862-5428; www.malibududeranch.com

CANADA
Echo Valley Ranch & Spa, Jesmond, British Columbia 

(800) 253-8831; (604) 988-3230; www.evranch.com
Sundance Guest Ranch, Ashcroft 

(800) 553-3533; www.sundanceguestranch.com
Three Bars Ranch, Ta Ta Creek, British Columbia 

(877) 426-5230; www.threebarsranch.com
Wild Deuce Retreats and Outfitting, Kingman, Alberta, 

(780) 679-8451; www.wilddeuce.com

MEXICO
Cabalgatas La Sierra, Valle de Bravo 

(52) 726-262-0636; www.mexicohorsevacation.com

GUEST-RANCH RESOURCES
Dude Ranchers’ Association 

(866) 399-2339; www.duderanch.org
Equitrekking Travel 

(877) 490-7786; www.equitrekkingtravel.com
Guest Ranches of North America; 

www.guestranches.com
Top 50 Ranches; (406) 749-9131; 

www.top50ranches.com

4 J Piney Horse Camp ..........................................49
5 Star Equine ..........................................................53
AHA Ride-A-Thon..................................................15
American Quarter Horse Association ...............45
Bear Branch...........................................................61
Ben’s Happy Trails Horsemen’s Camp ...............62
Bonide .....................................................................39
Bureau of Land Management .............................35
California Horsetrader Inc ...................................70
Cashel Company....................................................19
Cavallo Horse & Rider ..........................................43
Conn Equine, Inc ...................................................35
Cowboy Magic.......................................................23
Dixie Midnight........................................................67
Double S Ranch 

Deer Lake Cabins ...............................................59
Downunder Horsemanship..................................25
East Fork Stables...............................................1, 21
Easy Care, Inc. .......................................................29
El Companero.........................................................56
Equine Health Sciences, LLC ..............................27
Flying M Ranch ......................................................57
Flying Oaks Ranch.................................................55
Flying R Ranch .......................................................61
Fort Valley Ranch ..................................................64
Gillespie Ranch, RV  

and Horse Camp .................................................57
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Send all contributions to: René E. Riley, The 
Trail Rider, P.O. Box 553, Evergreen, CO 80439; 
TheTrailRider@aimmedia.com.

General guidelines: The Trail Rider welcomes 
your story and photography submissions. We 
especially look for well-written on-trail stories, 
on-trail photography, information that will 
help your fellow riders, short tips, news items, 
and new products. Article suggestions are also 
welcome. We reserve the right to edit for length, 
style, clarity, and accuracy. Submit timely ma-
terial at least four months prior to issue date. 
Send manuscripts in Microsoft Word on a CD or 
DVD to the address, right. Include a hard copy.

Photography: We prefer high-resolution digital 
photography. Each photo must be 300dpi when 
sized at least 5-by-7 inches (at least 2,100 by 
1,500 pixels). Generally, this is at least one 
megabyte (1,000 kilobytes). Submit photogra-
phy on a CD or DVD, and include caption infor-
mation. Original fi les only. If a photo was shot 
on fi lm, send the original print or slide, rather 
than a scan. No Polaroid photos. Solicited fi lm 
photography will be returned after use.

Around the Canpfi re: We welcome your letters 
and photos! Send us your comments, opinions, 

article suggestions, trail-riding experiences 
(briefl y), tips, and photos. Typed or handwrit-
ten letters welcome.

Your Trail Story: Report on your latest trail ride 
or other horse adventure. Tell us who you are, 
the name/breed/age/gender of the horse you 
rode, and who you rode with. Include specifi c 
location/s, trail/s ridden, elevation, diffi culty 
rating (easy, moderate, diffi cult), best time of 
year for that location, and contact information 
for places mentioned. Follow guidelines above. 
Include photos with caption information. No 
payment will be made for these reports. For 
your submission to be considered, send in the 
release form below.

Where-to-Ride Guide: For a free listing, send 
us information on trail-riding destinations, 
overnight-stabling facilities, public lands, riding 
vacations (where a quality trail horse is supplied), 
and guest ranches.

Organized Trail Rides: For a free listing, send 
us your organization name (if applicable), the 
name of the ride, ride location, ride date, and 
ride contact information (telephone number, 
and website or e-mail address).

YOUR TRAIL STORY RELEASE
I grant The Trail Rider permission to print my Your Trail Story text/photos free of charge, 
and reprint the story in the annual trail guide and online.

TITLE/DESTINATION ______________________________________________________________________

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER ________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE ____________________________________________________________ DATE ____________

EDITORIAL-SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Advertising rates, circulation, and general media-kit information for AIM Equine Network publications
are available online at www.equisearch.com/about/print_advertising/.

Mitch Miller
(303) 644-3782 • mmiller@aimmedia.com

Classifi ed Advertising

Warren Wilson
Phone: (800) 633-6789

Fax: (760) 546-1459
tr@aimclassifi eds.com

Christian Leatham
(774) 402-1170 • cleatham@aimmedia.com

Manage your 
subscription

online!
A quick, easy way to manage 
your account any time of day!

•  Check your payment status
•  Pay your subscription invoice
• Change your address
• Renew your subscription
•  Check on your expiration date
•  Report customer service issue

Visit
customerservice.trailridermag.com

�

To order a new subscription, 
visit subscribe.trailridermag.com

�

To order a gift subscription, 
visit gift.trailridermag.com

�

If you prefer, you can also
order subscriptions and make

account inquiries through
our toll free number

1-866-343-1802
Or mail to:

The Trail Rider
Subscription Services

PO Box 420235
Palm Coast, FL 32142

 If you’re interested in advertising in The Trail Rider, please contact
one of our sales representatives:

Advertise in
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