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If Morsi is hanged, it would be a “profound injustice, 
considering the sham trial that landed him on death row”, 

said an editorial in The New York 
Times. That’s not the only reason 
Morsi should be spared, however: 
“Egypt’s relentless sweeping 
crackdown on Islamists, under  
the baseless contention that they 
are inherently dangerous is 
becoming a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Executing Morsi would turn an 
underwhelming former statesman 
into a martyr.”  

The US is “deeply concerned”  
by the sentence, said The National. 
The Obama administration has 
“consistently spoken out against 
the practice of mass trials  

and sentences which are conducted in a manner that is 
inconsistent with Egypt’s international obligations and  
the rule of law”, a US state department official is quoted  
as having said in the newspaper.

Mohammed Morsi, the ex-Egyptian 
President and Muslim Brotherhood 
member who was ousted from power 
in July 2013 by the country’s military, 
was sentenced to death this week, 
said the BBC. The announcement by 
the court in Cairo also included the 
sentencing of more than 100 people 
for the same crime of being involved 
in a mass prison break in 2011. 
Currently Morsi is serving a 20-year 
jail term after being found guilty of 
ordering the detention and torture of 
protesters in 2012. Although Egypt’s 
top Muslim theologian will have to 
give his opinion before the sentence 
can be carried out, his view is not 
binding – meaning that Morsi’s sentence could be carried 
out even if the religious authority advises against it. Morsi 
was the country’s first democratically elected president, 
winning 52% of the vote in 2012.

ISIL inflicted its biggest victory on Iraqi 
forces last week when it seized the 
strategic city of Ramadi, just 95km from 
Baghdad. The capital of Anbar province, 
which had been under attack for more 
than a year, finally fell to the Islamic 
militants after a four-day offensive, 
launched with a wave of suicide 
bombings. Undeterred by repeated air 
strikes by the US-led coalition, the jihadis 
overwhelmed the Iraqi army’s supposed 
elite Golden Division and fought their 
way into the city centre. In their chaotic 
retreat, government forces abandoned 
many heavy weapons and armoured 
vehicles supplied by the US. At least 500 
people were killed. The militants 
slaughtered government sympathisers, 
looting their homes and throwing their 
bodies into the River Euphrates. 

The Baghdad government appealed to Iranian-backed Shia 
militiamen to help retake the city, and thousands have now 

What happened 

ISIL destroys Iraqi forces 
gathered at a nearby military base to prepare for an assault. 
US officials sought to play down the defeat, with Secretary of 
State John Kerry insisting he is “absolutely confident” that 
Ramadi will be recaptured. But ISIL now controls a belt of  

desert territory stretching to the borders  
of Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Syria, and is 
advancing on several fronts. This week its 
forces seized the northern part of the central 
Syrian town of Palmyra, prompting fears that 
the town’s 2,000-year-old Roman ruins, a 
Unesco World Heritage site, would share 
the fate of ancient Assyrian sites in Iraq 
that ISIL has destroyed (see Talking points, 
page 25).

Earlier in the week, the White House claimed 
to have inflicted a “significant blow” against 
ISIL after US special forces killed a senior jihadi 
commander in a rare ground raid in Syria. 
Some 100 US troops based in Iraq were air-
dropped close to the city of Deir Ezzor to 
storm the compound of ISIL leader Abu 
Sayyaf, who is said to have run the group’s 
lucrative oil and gas operations; he was shot 
dead in a brief gunfight, and his wife captured. 

US officials say computers and mobile phones seized in the raid 
could now throw light on Islamic State’s financial operations.

Citizens flee Ramadi 

Morsi: Pictured hearing the verdict 

  
What happened What the editorials said

Morsi sentenced to death 

It wasn’t all bad
Next week, Anthony Brutto will 
graduate from West Virginia 
University, 76 years after he first 
enrolled. The 94-year-old started 
college in 1939, when tuition cost just 
$50. He was drafted three years later 
and served in the Army Air Corps as a 
mechanic. After the war, Brutto briefly 
returned to school but dropped out 
when his wife fell ill. He worked as a 
machinist for most of his life before 
recently resolving to get his diploma. 
“It was always important to me to 
graduate,” he said. He’s not so sure 
about a master’s degree, though. “I 
think I’ll take a break for a while.”

A Chinese acrobat has set a new 
record by walking 100 metres 
across a tightrope suspended 
between two skyscrapers, 
backwards  – and blindfolded. 
Aisikaier Wubulikasimu, 42, 
crossed the 100-metre rope, 
which was nearly 150 metres 
above the ground, in just six 
minutes and 40 seconds. As a 
warm-up, he’d walked forwards 
across the rope – in Kunming 
City – with a bottle of water on 
his head. A sixth-generation 
tightrope walker, Wubulikasimu 
holds several records, and has 
survived numerous falls, 
including one of 200 metres. 

Unlike the cryptic, 
confounding ending 
of Mad Men, David 
Letterman did not 
quietly fade away at 
some yoga retreat in 
his final show, said 
The Toronto Star. 
Dave had promised 
that his 6,028th  
show would be 
unexpectedly “cheery”.  And it was: with the help of high-
rollers like Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock, Jim Carrey, Alec Baldwin, 
Steve Martin, Tina Fey and the rock band Foo Fighters, the 
celebrations meant his final Late Show ran past the usual 
hour by 17 minutes. “I’ll be honest with you,” he said as he 
began his final monologue. “It’s beginning to look like I’m not 
going to get the Tonight Show.” We so hope he does.
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In this week’s magazine 
we take a look at  
the shifting political 

landscape in the region: we analyse the impending 
collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s regime in Syria (Talking 
Points, page 25), while our Main Story focuses on the 
rapid expansion this week of the terrorist organisation 
ISIL across both Syria and Iraq (above). The trial  
and death sentence of former Egyptian President 
Mohammed Morsi was one of the big breaking stories 
in the past seven days, and we examine what the ruling means for Egypt (above). In other 
parts of the magazine, we look at the Camp David talks between the Gulf rulers and the 
Obama Administration, and the extreme claims by writer Seymour Hersh about the death 
of Osama bin Laden (see Talking points, page 24). 

What next?
So much for the Pentagon’s recent boast that it had forced ISIL onto “the defensive”, said Frida 
Ghitis on CNN.com. For nine months, warplanes have joined in the attack on ISIL targets, yet 
Iraq and the US now face nothing less than “disaster”. The fall of Ramadi has given insurgents 
control of the capital of Iraq’s largest province; it has also opened the 
way to an attack on Baghdad – which could presage the break-up of 
Iraq. To regain Ramadi, the Iraqi regime will now have to rely on Shia 
militiamen, a move sure to antagonise Anbar’s largely Sunni population. 
The initial optimism that ISIL was beaten was not unfounded, said 
Patrick Cockburn in The Independent. Earlier this year it lost control  
of Tikrit, Saddam Hussein’s hometown, and it failed to capture the 
Kurdish town of Kobani after a 134-day siege. But the loss of Ramadi 
shows that even Iraq’s finest troops can’t be relied on to hold their own 
against the militants. “The US policy of rebuilding the Iraqi army 
backed by airpower is in ruins.”

Iraq’s army is broken, said Michael Burleigh in The Daily Mail. It has had 
$47bn spent on it; and is meant to be 200,000 strong. Yet US advisers 
have now learnt “that only about 30,000” of its troops are fighting fit. 
That means the US must now play “a more robust” role, said Norman 
Ricklefs in The Wall Street Journal: there must be more operations by US 
special forces and more US troops embedded with Iraqi forces. “Like it or not”, only the US  
has the “know-how to rid Iraq of ISIL”. But it won’t succeed without Iran’s help, said Hayder 
al-Khoei on his Reuters blog. Washington may want to contain Iran’s growing regional influence, 
not least to appease its powerful Sunni allies. But without the full involvement of Iran-backed Shia 
militias, ISIL will prevail. Already there has been tacit co-operation with US warplanes “paving 
the way” for the advance of those militias. The fall of Ramadi will “strengthen this trend”. 

What the commentators said
Iraqi sources say any attempt 
to recapture Ramadi may  
be postponed until it has 

succeeded in halting 
fresh ISIL advances 
east of the city. ISIL 
could follow up its 
victory with attacks 
on the vast Iraqi 
army base at Ain 
al-Asad, and the 
Haditha Dam  
that controls the 
water level in  
the Euphrates. 

Some 25,000 people 
have fled the fighting 
in Ramadi, and the 
UN has warned of 

an imminent humanitarian 
crisis as the refugees head for 
Baghdad. Funds for its 
operations in Iraq are now 
depleted and aid stocks are 
almost exhausted. 

  
What next?

It seems “premature to assume that this sentence will actually be carried out”, said Joshua Keating 
on Slate.com. Hundreds of Muslim Brotherhood supporters have been sentenced to death in mass 
trials since President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi came to power in 2013. But so far, “almost none” of these 
executions have been carried out. In fact, high-profile political cases “seem to thrive on ambiguity” 
in Egypt. Former leader Hosni Mubarak and his sons were sentenced to three years in prison 
earlier this year for embezzlement “but its not clear whether they will actually serve anytime”. It 
seems el-Sisi “prefers his political rivals in a state of uncertainty and legal limbo – perhaps he’s been 
picking up on some tips from his new friend Vladimir Putin”, said Keating on the website.
 
The Turkish President, Tayyip Erdoğan has also been outspoken about the judgement, reported The 
Guardian. “The popularly elected president of Egypt, chosen with 52% of the vote, has unfortunately 
been sentenced to death… Egypt is turning back into ancient Egypt,” Erdoğan said. The UN also 
chided el-Sisi for the ruling, said Reuters.com. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed 
“serious concern” about the sentence and “underscored the importance of all parties taking steps to 
promote – and avoiding those that could further undermine – peace, stability and the rule of law in 
the region”. Meanwhile, the verdict was denounced as a “charade trial” by Amnesty International.
 
It seems with Morsi’s sentence “the broken hope of the Arab Spring is now plain to see”, said 
Omar Mohammed on QZ.com. “Crackdowns on dissent have resumed. Freedom of speech is no 
longer tolerated. Overall, as Human Rights Watch points out, the deterioration of the situation is 
eerily reminiscent of Mubarak’s rule. It’s fair to say the revolution died,” said Mohammed. Not just 
that, further unrest in Egypt is now a very real threat, said Timeslive.com. There is now “bolstered 
security around key institutions” following the sentence, the news site said.

What the commentators said

Ultimately, the ruling is 
“another blow to Morsi’s 
Muslim Brotherhood group, 
that was declared a terrorist 
organisation following the 
popularly-backed coup in 
2013 which removed the 
Islamist president from 
power”, said The Financial 
Times. The next big date in 
the Morsi trial is 2 June, 
when the Mufti – the most 
senior cleric issuing religious 
views – is due to let the 
court know his opinion. 
Although this is unlikely to 
change the verdict as the 
view is not binding, and is 
not traditionally made 
available to the public. 
Defence lawyers may also 
appeal the ruling, said  
The New York Times.

ISIL bombs government building
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Concerned with the lack of 
press freedom in Hong 
Kong, a group of journalists 
has set about launching a 
crowd-funded online 
newspaper that claims  
to eventually become a 
“truly independent voice” 
in the Chinese Special 
Administrative Republic, 
reported The Guardian. 
The Hong Kong Free Press 
(HKFP) is due to start regular publication by  
1 July and has already received an “enthusiastic 
response”. The team aimed to raise $19,500 by 
June to fund the publication, but received that 
amount in just two days, said the newspaper.

It seems it’s a project that is “bound  to draw 
plenty of attention in the coming months”. The 
HKFP is a “direct response” to the lack of a free, 
critical voice in Hong Kong’s English-language 
news media, said Time Out Hong Kong.The 
creation of the HKFP comes in the troubling 
context of the pro-democracy protests that swept 
across Hong Kong last summer. Called the 
“Umbrella Movement”, protesters were demanding 
free elections for the city leader of Hong Kong in 
2017 – something in line with the 1997 Sino-
British agreement – while Beijing wants state 
approved candidates only. Beijing wants to “silence 
protesters before the rest of China echoes Hong 
Kong’s cries for democratic reform”, said US News. 
Not just that, Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
censorship record  is “even worse than actions by 
his predecessor Hu Jintao”, said the news site. 

It’s true, said Emily Harris in the Huffington Post, 
there has been a “drastic shift in journalistic 

discourse in Hong Kong  
in the past decade”. In the 
years following the 
handover of Hong Kong’s 
sovereignty from the UK  
to China in 1997, there  
has been a growth in self-
censorship in the city  
through the infiltration  
of “red capital” from 
Beijing. Today, the big 
media companies in  

Hong Kong have direct links to the Beijing 
government: “Business tycoons and 
corporations with significant business, political 
or personal interests in Mainland China own 
many of Hong Kong’s media organisations. 
Many interpret this as an attempt by Beijing to 
manage the political effects of the transition 
through media acquisition by pro-China 
capitalists,” argues Harris. According to the 
paper, self-censorship is most apparent in Hong 
Kong’s media by the press’s “tendency to dodge 
political controversy [and] its shifting editorial 
tone to being in line with Beijing’s policy”.

The press is not the only battleground for 
freedom of speech in Hong Kong: recently the 
City University’s popular Creative Writing 
MFA programme was shut down, while there 
“is creeping censorship” in the sale of sensitive 
books, said The Guardian. In this context, it 
would not be a surprise if the new Hong Kong 
Free Press publication “were flooded with trolls 
or blocked in China”, said Tom Grundy, the  
chief organiser of HKFP. “But we’ve no political 
agenda. We simply aim to be credible… there’s no 
state censorship here, so it’s time someone took 
advantage of that,” he said. 

Only in the UAE

Boring but important

 Poll watch
Support for the Parti 
Québécois and its 
plans for a sovereign 
Quebec is increasing 
since the ascent of 
Pierre Karl Péladeau as 
party leader, according 
to a poll published by 
Léger during the 
weekend: PQ would 
obtain about 34% of 
votes if an election was 
to take place on 
Saturday or Sunday. 

The results are six 
percentage points higher 
than during the last poll 
compiled by Léger on 
April 11. The Liberals 
would hypothetically 
walk away with 32%, a 
five-point decrease since 
April.The Coalition 
Avenir Québec holds  
20% of votes while 
Québec Solidaire has  
10%, according to  
the poll.

Abu Dhabi welcomed a record 
number of passengers during its 
cruise season from October 2014 
until May 2015, with the last ship, 
Seven Seas Voyager, calling at 
Zayed Port on May 2, 2015, 
according to a statement from Abu 
Dhabi Ports, said Gulf News. Abu 
Dhabi’s 2014-15 cruise season 
welcomed a record 200,407 
passengers and 94 ship-calls. A 
survey conducted by the Abu 
Dhabi Ports this year on the 
activities of cruise tourists revealed 
that more than 61,000 visited the 
Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque and 
70,028 chose to go shopping at the 
malls. A further 43,700 explored the 
Heritage Village while others took 
Big Bus tours, visits to Al Ain, or 
trips to the Arabian Nights Village.

Here’s some good news 
about renewable energy: 
About 1,000 solar power 
jobs will be created in the 
UAE during the next two 
years as employment in the 
renewables sector rises 
globally, said The National. 
A report released by  
the Abu Dhabi-based 
International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA) 
said that worldwide 
renewable energy 
employment grew 18% last 
year compared with 2013. 
This trend is set to continue 
in the UAE, particularly for 
the country’s solar power 
sector, with 1,000 jobs 
expected to be added, 
according to the Middle 
East Solar Industry 
Association (MESIA), an 
industry group based in  
the UAE. Its founder and 
president, Vahid Fotuhi, 
said that the growth will 
come from both large 
projects, such as the 
Mohammed bin Rashid  
Al Maktoum Solar Park in 
Dubai, and the installation 
of smaller rooftop solar 
applications. “Many jobs 
will be created through the 
residential and commercial 
rooftop solar schemes  
such as Shams Dubai, 
which will create jobs in 
manufacturing, engineering, 
procurement, construction, 
operations, financing and 
development,” he said.

Free Press: Beijing’s battle with HK

Last year’s “Umbrella Movement”

Good week for:

Scotland Yard, which nabbed nine suspects in a series of dramatic 
raids in relation to the Hatton Garden heist. Flying Squad officers 
burst into addresses in north London and seized seven members of 
the alleged robbery gang behind the Easter bank holiday raid. Two 
other men – aged 58 and 43 – were later arrested.

18-year-old Lourdes Leon, pop diva Madonna’s daughter, 
whose grey-haired look won rave reviews from the fashion 
police. “Earlier this year, the University of Michigan student 
“debuted a septum piercing and she’s always been expressive 
with her style choices”, said People.

Bad week for:
Pop fans, after researcher Andrew Powell-Morse revealed that 
pop music has become dumber in the past ten years. He 
plugged in the lyrics of popular songs of the past ten years 
(defined as songs that spent at least three weeks at the top of 
Billboard’s Pop, Country, Rock and R&B/Hip-Hop charts) into 
the Readability Index, which analyses the grade level of any 
text you plug in. The online tool runs the text through various 
tests, arriving at a combined average level.

Boxing fans, who didn’t get their money’s worth at a charity 
match involving Republican Mitt Romney and pugilist Evander 
Holyfield. “The two barely threw any punches and largely just 
danced around, occasionally lightly jabbing each other in the 
midsection in what was much more of a comedic event than an 
actual bout,” said FoxNews.com
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Cairo, Egypt
Security forces accused of sexual violence: 
Egyptian security forces have stepped up 
sexual violence since the military 
overthrew the country’s first freely 
elected president in 2013, a human  
rights group alleged on Tuesday.  
Victims include members of NGOs, 
students, women and those perceived  
as “endangering the moral order”, the 
International Federation for Human Rights 
(FIDH) said in a report, according to 
Reuters. Egypt’s human rights record has 
come under scrutiny since then-army chief 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi toppled Islamist 
President Mohamed Mursi after mass 
protests against his rule.

Dubai, UAE
Shoppers and staff seek more clarity on 
mall dress code: Shoppers confused by 
mall dress codes have called for greater 
clarity on what can be worn and the 
potential punishments if the rules were 
broken, said The National. A straw poll 
of shoppers and store staff at The Dubai 
Mall revealed mixed views on what could 
and could not be worn. Shop assistants  
at a number of stores told The National 
there was no in-store dress code for 
customers. Participants in the poll said they 
would not ask a customer to leave for 
breaking the mall’s dress code if someone 
complained. “The mall has a dress code 
policy, but we have nothing specifically 
related to this issue,” said an assistant at a 
sportswear outlet. “We wouldn’t kick 
anyone out if someone complained. Instead, 
we would advise the person complaining  
to contact the mall staff.”

Ramadi, Iraq
Government’s desperate bid to recruit: Iraq 
“has made a desperate call for volunteers 
to bolster its shattered army after 
suffering the worst defeat since ISIL 
grabbed swathes of territory in June last 
year”, said The Daily Mail. Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi said extra recruitment was 
vital to efforts to recapture the key city of 
Ramadi which fell to ISIL on Sunday. Iraqi 
troops and allied paramilitary forces 
massed around the provincial capital 
yesterday, looking for swift action to drive 
the terror group out before it builds up 
defences. With “his security strategy in 
tatters”, Abadi is facing his “biggest 
challenge since taking office”.

Mastouma, Syria
Rebels seize key Idlib base: 
Rebels including al-Qaida’s 
local affiliate have seized the 
Syrian regime’s largest 
remaining military base in 
north-western Idlib province, 
said The Guardian. The loss of 
Mastouma base on Tuesday is a 
major blow to Assad’s regime, 
leaving it with only a few 
positions in the province 
abutting the border with Turkey. “All regime forces have withdrawn from 
Mastouma, the largest regime base in Idlib, leaving it completely in the hands of 
opposition fighters,” Rami Abdel Rahman, head of the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, told AFP. He said the capture of the base followed a huge blast 
inside and heavy clashes, though the cause of the explosion was not immediately 
clear. Abdel Rahman said regime troops withdrawing from the base were moving 
towards Ariha, now one of the last government bastions in Idlib.

Tehran, Iran
Cartoonist stands trial: Activist and 
cartoonist Atena Farghadani stood 
trial last Tuesday for a cartoon that 
criticised the Iranian government. 
The 28-year-old faces charges of 
spreading propaganda against the 
system; insulting members of 
parliament through paintings; and 
insulting the supreme leader, said 
GlobalVoicesOnline.org. The image 

that led to her arrest depicts Iran’s 
members of parliament as 
animals voting on law that will 
restrict access to contraception 
and criminalise voluntary 

sterilisation, severely curtailing 
women’s rights. Her initial arrest 

came in August 2014, when she 
was held in solitary confinement for 
prolonged periods of time in Iran’s 
notorious Evin prison. She was 
released in December, but was 
detained again after publicly 
discussing her mistreatment by  
the prison guards.

Tel Aviv, Israel
Racist bus policy revoked: Israel has 
suspended new rules that would have had 
the effect of separating Palestinian and 
Jewish passengers on buses travelling to 
the West Bank, said BBC News. The 
defence ministry launched a three-month 
trial on Wednesday morning, but within 
hours Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said it was “unacceptable”. 
Groups representing Jewish settlers have 
been campaigning for segregated travel on 
security grounds, but human rights groups 
described the measures as shameful and 
racist. About 500,000 Jews live in more 
than 100 settlements built since Israel’s 
1967 occupation of the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. The settlements are 
considered illegal under international law. 
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Isle of Lewis, United Kingdom:
Evicted horse might return home: A horse 
evicted by Western Isles Council from the 
front room she was living in could return 
home after her owner won a legal battle, 
said Aberdeen Press and Journal. Western 
Isles Council evicted Stephanie Ann 
Noble’s prize pony, named Grey Lady 
Too, from her Isle of Lewis home. But a 
council blunder meant Ms Noble’s name 
was missing from vital legal documents, 
creating a phantom court case. Western 
Isles Council effectively took Ms Noble’s 
adult Connemara pony into care, claiming 
its living conditions for the previous two 
years in the front room of the ex-council 
house were too cramped. Ms Noble is  
still the legal owner, but since last 
February the council has racked up a  
huge bill in looking after it at stables  
on a different island.

Prora, Germany
“Nazi Butlins” reborn: New residents are 
finally moving into Hitler’s answer to 
Butlins – a vast seaside holiday resort built 
by the Nazis on the Baltic island of Rugen. 
Construction of the Prora development  
– a series of five-storey concrete apartment 
blocks stretching three miles along the 
coast – began in 1936. Hitler had grand 
plans for the complex, which was to 
provide holiday accommodation for 
20,000 workers of the Third Reich. 
However, work was abandoned on the 
outbreak of war, and although parts of the 
complex were later used as a military base, 
it was largely left to rot – until developers 
moved in, to take over where Hitler left 
off. Dozens of luxury flats have now been 
sold, and tenants are moving in.  

Galway, Ireland
Historic handshake: In what was described 
as an extraordinary act of reconciliation, 
the UK’s Prince Charles shook hands with 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams this week, at 
the start of his visit to the Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. Adams is 
alleged to have been on the army council 
of the IRA when it murdered the Prince’s 
great uncle and mentor, Lord Louis 
Mountbatten, in 1979, and he has in the 
past justified the atrocity. The meeting, at  
a packed reception in Galway, was his first 
with a member of the royal family. The next 
day, the Prince visited the site of the killing: 
Mullaghmore in Co Sligo. Mountbatten 
was on holiday in the fishing village when 
he was blown up by a bomb stashed on his 
boat. His grandson, Nicholas Knatchbull, 
14, and a local boy, Paul Maxwell, 15, were 
also killed. Another passenger, Lady Doreen 
Brabourne, 82, later died of her injuries.

Kiev, Ukraine
“Russian soldiers” captured: Ukraine 
claims to have captured two members of 
the Russian special forces who were 
wounded in fighting in eastern Ukraine. 
Russia denies having troops in the region, 
where 6,100 people have died in more than 
a year of separatist conflict, and regular 
fighting goes on despite a ceasefire agreed 
three months ago. One of the two men, 
captured in the city of Shchastya, in 
Luhansk, has appeared in a YouTube video 
declaring from a Kiev hospital bed that he 
belonged to Russia’s GRU special forces, 
and that the other man was his commander. 
However, Russia says they were not serving 
soldiers when detained, and that Ukraine 
“beat convenient testimony out of them”. 
US Secretary of State John Kerry discussed 
Ukraine with Vladimir Putin during talks in 
Sochi last week; he told the Russian 
president that all sides had to work to 
implement the ceasefire deal.

Vatican,  
Vatican City
Pope recognises 
Palestine: Pope 
Francis signed the 
Vatican’s first ever 
treaty with 
Palestine last 
week, formalising 
its de facto 
recognition of 
Palestinian 
statehood. The Holy See had welcomed 
the UN’s recognition of Palestine as a state 
in 2013, but experts say that only by 
naming it as such in a legal document  
has its own recognition been made official. 
The Pope also met Mahmoud Abbas, 
telling the Palestinian leader he thought  
of him as “an angel of peace”. And on 
Sunday he canonised two 19th-century 
Palestinian nuns, making them the 
first-ever Arabic-speaking Catholic saints. 

Brussels, Belgium
Migration mission: EU ministers have 
approved a military operation to tackle  
the people traffickers operating in the 
Mediterranean. At first, this will involve 
gathering intellingence on the smugglers’ 
activities, using drones and naval vessels 
supplied by various EU countries including 
Britain. Later, if the UN approves the use 
of force, smugglers’ boats could be 
intercepted at sea, or destroyed before they 
take on board their human cargo. Libyan 
officials have already expressed disquiet at 
the plan, pointing out the risk of innocent 
fishing vessels being bombed in error. 
Meanwhile rights groups have warned that 
it could lead to more deaths, by 
encouraging smugglers to pack migrants 
into fewer ships more tightly, or even 
construct their own vessels to replace those 
that are destroyed. About 50,000 migrants 
have crossed the Mediterranean so far 
this year, and more than 1,800 have 
died in the attempt. 

Sevastopol, Crimea
Russian-Chinese naval drills: In a new sign 
of strengthening ties between Russia and 
China, the two countries’ navies performed 
joint military drills in the Mediterranean 
this week – their first ever in the region. 
About ten vessels took part, overseen from 
a Russian cruiser based in Sevastopol in 
Crimea, the peninsula which Russia 
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. The drills 
were “not aimed at a third country,” said 
Moscow, but designed to “enhance mutual 
understanding” between the navies in their 
efforts to “boost stability”. Observers say 
Russia has stepped up military drills across 
the board as its relations with the West 
fray over the crisis in Ukraine, while China 
has increasingly been flexing its military 
muscles since its nationalist president Xi 
Jinping came to power in 2013. Beijing has 
another reason for a naval presence in the 
Med – the need to evacuate its workers 
from Middle Eastern war zones.



2 75083 5099
56



The world at a glance10 NEWS

THE WEEK 24 MAY 2015

 

  

Camp David, Maryland
Gulf summit: The new King of Saudi Arabia declined to attend 
a one-day summit at Camp David last week at which 
Barack Obama hoped to reassure the US’s allies on the 
Gulf Cooperation Council about US policy towards 
Iran. Leaders of Sunni countries have been growing 
increasingly alarmed by the prospect of the US dropping sanctions 
against the Shia regime in Iran as part of the proposed deal on the 
country’s nuclear programme. They fear that with tens of billions in 
sanctions relief, Tehran will be further emboldened to support its 
proxies in countries such as Syria and Yemen, where Saudi air strikes 
against Iran-backed rebels are ongoing (see Talking points, page 24). 

New York, New York
Clinton millions: Bill and Hillary 
Clinton have earned at least $30m 
between them since the start of last 
year, including $25m in fees for 
delivering about 100 speeches. The 
figures were given in Hillary’s first 
formal financial disclosure for two 
years, made last week to the Federal 
Elections Commission as part of the process for seeking the 
Democratic presidential nomination. Bill remains the hotter ticket: 
his speeches earned him $250,000, on average, to Hillary’s 
$235,000. But Hillary also raked in $5m from her book Hard 
Choices, published in June. The couple have made more than 
$125m in speaking fees since leaving the White House in 2001. 

Waco, Texas
Biker shootout: Nine people were killed last week in a mass brawl 
– involving guns, chains and knives – between rival motorcycle 
gangs at a busy outdoor shopping centre. Members of at least five 
gangs began fighting in the car park of the Twin Peaks restaurant 
at the Central Texas Marketplace shortly after noon on Sunday, 
first with fists and then with an assortment of weapons, while the 
restaurant’s staff and patrons hid in a freezer. All the dead 
belonged to either the Bandidos or the Cossacks. Police said it was 
“amazing” no bystanders were hurt in the fight, and condemned 
the owners of the Twin Peaks eatery for ignoring their warnings 
not to host biker gatherings. 

Alagoas, Brazil
Gun deaths rising: Gun violence 
has reached shocking levels in 
Brazil, with 115 people being killed 
by gunfire each day, on average. According to the so-called  
“Map of Violence”, compiled by UNESCO and the Brazilian 
government, more than 42,000 people were killed by gunfire in 
2012, the most recent year for which mortality data is available. 
This is the highest figure since 1980. Gun killings have been 
falling in Rio and São Paolo but rising in the north and northeast 
of Brazil. The figures also show a growing racial disparity: gun 
deaths fell by 23% between 2003 and 2012 among whites, but 
rose 14.1% among black Brazilians. People aged 15 to 29 made 
up 59% of those killed in 2012; 94% of the dead were men. 

Boston, Massachusetts
Death sentence: Dzokhar Tsarnaev was 
sentenced to death last Friday for his part 
in the deadly bombing of the Boston 
Marathon in 2013 – a jury verdict that 
was welcomed by many, but which also 
caused consternation in liberal 
Massachusetts. The 21-year-old, a radical 
Islamist, registered no emotion as he 
learned of the jury’s unanimous decision. 
Massachusetts has not put anyone to 
death since 1947, and it abolished the 
death penalty in 1984, but Tsarnaev was tried in a federal court, 
where capital punishment still exists, and only those open to the 
death penalty were allowed to serve on the jury. However, experts 
say the appeals process could delay his execution for decades. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Rail disaster: One of America’s busiest rail routes reopened this 
week, six days after a high-speed derailment that killed eight 
passengers, fitted with a new automatic control system that would 
have prevented the crash. For reasons that remain unclear, the 
Amtrak train from New York to Washington came into the 
Frankford Junction curve in Philadelphia at 170kph, although the 
speed limit there is 80kph. Its engine separated and four carriages 
flipped over, injuring 200 of the 243 people on board. There are 
unconfirmed reports that something hit the train’s front 
windshield: the engineer, who pulled the emergency brake just 
before the crash, survived but was concussed and has so far been 
unable to recall what happened. It was the deadliest in a series of 
accidents involving US passenger trains this year, and occurred on 
the same section of track as a 1943 derailment that killed 79.

Brasilia, Brazil
Trans-Amazonian railway: The Chinese prime minister Li 
Keqiang was expected to unveil a controversial plan to build a 
railway line through the Amazon rainforest during his eight-day 
South American tour this week. The six-year project would be the 
latest in a series of ambitious Chinese infrastructure projects in 
Latin America. Connecting Brazil’s Atlantic coast with Peru’s 
Pacific coast, it would reduce the cost of transporting commodities 
such as soya and iron ore out of Brazil’s heartland and on towards 
China’s factories. But it is likely to meet fierce opposition from 
environmentalists and indigenous activists, as it would slice 
through some of the world’s most biodiverse rainforest, and could 
lead to further environmental degradation by bringing illegal 
loggers and cattle ranchers in its wake.
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Manila, Philippines
Factory fire: A fire in a 
slipper factory in the 
Philippines last week 
killed 72 workers, casting 
a spotlight on poor labour 
conditions in Southeast 
Asia’s fastest-growing 
nation. The fire at 
Manila’s Kentex factory 
began when sparks from  
a welding machine set 
flammable chemicals 
alight, and workers were 
apparently unable to 
escape owing to exits 
being barred. Unions  
said the government 

rarely carries out 
safety inspections, 

allowing 
most 

factories 
to flout 
the rules.

Bujumbura, 
Burundi
Attempted coup: 
Burundi’s president 
made a victorious 
return to his country 
last Friday after troops loyal to him put 
down a coup attempt by a former 
intelligence chief from his own party. 
President Pierre Nkurunziza was attending 
a conference in Tanzania when General 
Godefroid Niyombare launched his putsch, 
triggering 48 hours of fighting between rival 
army factions in the capital, Bujumbura. It 
followed weeks of protests there against the 
president’s recent announcement that he 
will stand for a third term in office, a 
decision that critics say flouts Burundi’s 
constitution. There were fears of vicious 
government reprisals against opposition 
members, but hundreds of protesters took 
to the streets again this week nonetheless.

Pyongyang, North Korea
Execution claim: In one of his most 
grotesque displays of power to date,  
North Korea’s President Kim Jong-un  
has reportedly had his defence minister 
blown apart by an anti-aircraft gun. Hyon 
Yong-chol was allegedly publicly executed 
with the artillery weapon last month after 
being charged with treason: his crimes 
apparently included talking back to the 
32-year-old Supreme Leader, and falling 
asleep in his presence. News of his 
execution came via a South Korean 
ingelligence report which experts say is 
likely to be reliable. In all, some 70 senior 
officials are believed to have been executed 
by Kim since he came to power in 2011, 
including his own uncle, Jang Song-thaek, 
who was once the regime’s second-in-
command. The executions are being seen 
as signs of Kim’s insecurity. 

Allan Hills, Antarctica
Snapshot of pre-historic climate:
A whiff of air frozen in ice for one 
million years provides a new snapshot 
of Earth’s ancestral climate, said Yahoo! 
News. Scientists uncovered the ancient 
climate record from Antarctic blue ice, 
whose core was drilled from a region 
called the Allan Hills. Bubbles inside 
the ice work as tiny windows into 
Earth’s former atmosphere. Gases such 
as carbon dioxide and methane were 
trapped and preserved inside the 
bubbles when snow fell in the past. 
Though the ice core doesn’t capture a 
continuous climate record, the “time 
machine” offers the oldest picture yet of 
Earth’s bygone climate from Antarctic 
ice, researchers said.

Aceh, Indonesia
Migrant crisis: Hundreds of migrants were 
rescued from overcrowded boats off the coast 
of Indonesia last week; many were close to 
starving, having spent months at sea. They 
spoke of deadly fights over food and water, and 
children and babies being among those killed 
and thrown overboard. Some 2,000 migrants 
– mostly Rohingya Muslims fleeing Burma, but 
also economic migrants from Bangladesh – 
have swum ashore or been rescued off Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand in the past 
week, but there are fears that several times as many are still stranded in the Andaman 
Sea in what been described as Asia’s worst maritime refugee crisis since the Vietnamese 
boat people of the 1970s. All three countries agreed this week to stop turning boats 
away, and to give temporary refuge. However, they say they cannot keep accepting 
Rohingyas, and that the problem should be addressed at its source, in Burma. The UN 
estimates that in the past three years, more than 120,000 Rohingyas have fled Burma, 
where they are denied basic citizenship rights, live in segregated camps, and are often 
subject to violent attacks by members of the Buddhist-majority. Those who have 
moved across the border to Bangladesh also live in deplorable conditions. 

Spratly Islands
Spratly spat: The second-in-command 
of the US navy has called on China to 
explain its land-reclamation works in the 
Spratly Islands – a disputed territory in 
the South China Sea. For the past few 
months, there have been growing fears 
that China has been building up 
submerged reefs around the islands, with 
a view to setting up military bases on 
them. In response, the US has been 
considering sending its warships on 
freedom-of-navigation patrols close to the 
islands, something China – which lays 
claim to 90% of the South China Sea, 
including the islands – would regard as a 
serious provocation. This week, Admiral 
Michelle Howard upped the ante by telling 
other nations in the region that if they 
wanted to get together and demonstrate 
their “united purpose”, the US would be 
“supportive of that”.
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Dim celebrity ideas 
Professor Timothy Caulfield is 
on a mission to save us all from 
celebrity pseudo-science. The 
Canadian academic has written 
a book entitled Is Gwyneth 
Paltrow Wrong About 
Everything? “The question 
mark was for the lawyers’ 
benefit,” he told Celia Walden 
in The Daily Telegraph. “Even 
when she’s right, Gwyneth 
always manages to mix in a 
little bit of wrong.” To be fair, 
the actress – who has her own 
“lifestyle” website, Goop – is 
only one of many celebrities 
advocating dubious health 
treatments such as bee venom 
facials. Do any of them work? 
“No, no, no and no,” says the 
professor. “That was actually 
one of the biggest surprises 
when I was researching the 
book. I thought there would be 
some evidence to support them, 
but really there is nothing.” 
There is a kind of superstition 
behind many of these practises. 
“Cleansing has semi-religious 
connotations. It’s as though 
toxins have become Hollywood’s 
modern day evil spirits and we 
need to find a way to rid 
ourselves of them.” But for those 
who would rather put their faith 
in science, Caulfield knows the 
real secrets of a long life: “Don’t 
smoke, exercise, eat real food, 
watch your weight, wear a seat-
belt, get a good night’s sleep and 
love somebody.” 

Melissa without Joan
Melissa Rivers is lost without her mother, said Amy 
Kaufman in the Los Angeles Times. Throughout her 
professional career, Rivers, 47, played the straight woman 
to comedian mum Joan, and their act grew into a franchise 
that included the popular red-carpet TV show Fashion 
Police. “We were Joan and Melissa,” says Rivers. “You 
knew what you were getting when you heard ‘Joan and 
Melissa.’” But then Joan died after a throat procedure last 
August, leaving Melissa to go it alone. She has spent the 
intervening year holed up in her Los Angeles home, trying 
to figure out what to do next. “I was part of a comedy 
team, and I’m a straight man. It’s going to take me some 
time to find my voice.” Rivers still has days where she 
locks herself in her closet and cries. But then she imagines 
her notoriously feisty mum telling her to suck it up and  
put on some lipstick. “Everyone knows you’re grieving,” 
Rivers says, mimicking her mother. “You don’t need to 
look like c***.” Her mum would never stand for 
wallowing in grief, says Rivers. “Please! I’d have to put  
a lightning rod on this house to make sure she wasn’t 
throwing lightning bolts at me to get out of bed.”

Richie’s longevity secret
Lionel Richie is one of the music industry’s survivors, said Adrian Deevoy in the Mail on 
Sunday. The 65-year-old pop singer, who has sold more than 100 million records, is still 
performing and writing songs, years after many of his famous friends succumbed to 

addiction, personal chaos and financial ruin. “This business is designed to kill you,” says 
Richie. “Elvis had a roomful of his close friends downstairs while he died upstairs. If 
you’ve got a drug problem, they’re just waiting for you to die.” Richie’s good friend 
Michael Jackson was a case in point. “There was something seriously wrong with 
Michael,” he says. “But you have to understand that this is Hollywood. In Des 
Moines, you’d get locked up; in Hollywood it’s just another day. So if you want to 
employ staff to look after your chimpanzees and your giraffes, then that’s perfectly 
normal.” Richie attributes some of his vitality to girlfriend Lisa Parigi, a former model 
half the singer’s age. Dating younger women has its pros and cons, he says. “The 
upside is that you’ll never, ever be un-hip. They keep you current. The downside is 
that you’ll mention names like Fleetwood Mac and the Eagles and they’ll say, ‘Who’s 
that?’ Their point of reference is the mobile phone.” 

At home he acts his age
Simon Pegg has built a film career 
playing a certain type of geeky, 
comic book-loving perpetual 
teenager. But the star of Spaced, 
Shaun of the Dead and The World’s 
End is now 45. He has a wife and 
child, a house in Hertfordshire and 
$15.6m in the bank. It’s time to 
grow up. “I’m not quite the nerdy 
man-child that everyone thinks I 
am,” he told Chris Syres in The 
Sunday Times. “I mean, I still love 
genre cinema, and I’m very excited 
to be in the Star Trek films. But at 
home, I’m not this toy-collecting, 
video-gaming…  I’m just not, 
y’know? And I’m feeling like it’s 
time to move on from that, like that 
phase of my life might be coming to 
an end. I’d quite like to do some 
more films that aren’t necessarily, 
er... set in space.”

The man inside Big Bird  
When Caroll Spinney landed the 
role of Big Bird in 1969, he never 
imagined he’d still be doing it 45 
years later, said Moya Sarner in The 
Guardian. But at the ripe old age of 
81, Spinney still regularly dons the 
big yellow suit to play one of the 
most beloved characters on Sesame 
Street. Spinney has been fascinated 
with puppets since he was eight 
years old. “I collected some scrap 
wood and built myself a puppet 
theatre,” says Spinney. That’s when 
I knew I would be a puppeteer 
when I grew up.” Inside Big Bird, 
Spinney places his right arm up the 
bird’s neck; his right hand moves its 
head and his little finger controls 
the eyebrows.  As Big Bird, Spinney 
has lived the life of a global 
superstar. He has met eight first 
ladies and sung with legends 
Michael Jackson and Ray Charles. 
“But I don’t think it’s changed me,” 
Spinney says. “Perhaps the show 
keeps me young – I’m still playing a 
six-year-old even though I’m 81. I 
guess that makes me the world’s 
oldest child star.”
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Is the crisis over?
Not yet, but the signs are 
good in all three afflicted 
countries. Liberia was 
officially declared free of 
Ebola last week, after 42 
days with no new cases, 
while Guinea and Sierra 
Leone together recorded 
just 18 new infections the 
week before last – the 
lowest total this year. By 
comparison, at the peak 
of the outbreak last fall, 
the deadly disease was 
infecting about 400 
people a week in Liberia 
alone. So although the 
death toll keeps climbing 
– it has now passed 
11,000, with 26,628 total 
cases – the worst seems to 
be over. The Pentagon 
has pulled out all but 100 
of the 2,800 troops sent to assist the authorities in the region, 
and health officials are hoping to identify and isolate all 
remaining cases in the region before the rainy season begins in 
June. As one US military official put it: “We got a handle on 
Ebola a lot quicker than anyone expected.”
 
Was the danger exaggerated?
Some of the warnings by public officials seem, in retrospect at least, 
overstated. In September, the US Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimated Ebola could infect as many as 1.4 million 
people; Jeffrey Hawkins, the US consul general in Nigeria, warned of 
the possibility of an “apocalyptic urban outbreak”. When President 
Obama asked Congress for $6 billion in funding to help combat the 
disease, he called the epidemic a “national security priority”. But 
although the doom-saying may seem excessive now, it did focus the 
world’s attention on a disaster that was threatening to spiral out of 
control. It was the worst Ebola outbreak in history, killing five times 
more people than all previous Ebola epidemics combined.
 
How was it contained?
By educating West Africans on how Ebola is transmitted, and 
by aggressive efforts to isolate and treat the infected. When the 
outbreak began 16 months ago, 
health care workers in Liberia, 
Guinea and Sierra Leone were 
initially fighting blind. Doctors and 
nurses had to learn from scratch 
how to treat Ebola – the odds of 
survival dramatically increase  
with early, effective symptom 
management – and how to contain 
it. Helped by more than 10,000 
volunteers from around the world, 
health workers gradually taught 
people to avoid unnecessary 
physical contact, to go to a clinic 
the moment they displayed 
symptoms, and to forgo the 
traditional ritual of washing corpses 
– a practice that accelerated the 
spread of the disease. “The best 
way to fight Ebola,” says Joseph 
Boye Cooper, a volunteer worker in 
Liberia, “is to prevent it.”

Did the US  
military help?
Forbidden by the 
Pentagon from working 
directly with patients, the 
troops sent to Liberia 
focused on building 
treatment centres. But by 
the time they finished the 
first US-supported clinic 
in November, infection 
rates were already in 
significant decline. In 
total, the 11 clinics they 
built treated just 28 Ebola 
patients; nine centres 
haven’t had a single case. 
Jeremy Konyndyk, who 
headed the Ebola 
response for the US 
Agency for International 
Development, insists the 
abundance of caution was 
warranted. “You don’t 

know where the fire is going to break out,” he says, “but you’re 
going to need a fire station there when it does.” US troops also 
helped in other ways, training hundreds of health-care workers 
and airlifting supplies and medical teams around the region.
 
What’s next for the countries affected?
If Sierra Leone and Guinea join Liberia in becoming Ebola-free, 
the first priority will be rebuilding their shattered healthcare 
systems. The epidemic not only killed an astonishing ten per 
cent of the countries’ healthcare workers but also sucked up 
pretty much every available medical resource. As a result, around 
250,000 children across the region missed out on basic vaccinations, 
raising the spectre of an outbreak of measles or another disease. The 
threat of Ebola, meanwhile, will always remain; the virus lurks in 
infected bats and other animals, which can spread it to humans. But 
if there’s another outbreak, West Africa will undoubtedly be much, 
much better prepared to respond.
 
How about the rest of the world?
The World Health Organisation (WHO), which was heavily 
criticised for its lacklustre initial response, has warned that the 
world is ill-prepared for another “large and sustained disease 

outbreak”. If Ebola ever gains a 
foothold in China or India, where 
the population density is high and 
the healthcare infrastructure deeply 
inadequate, the death toll could be 
catastrophically high. But the 
epidemic in West Africa has given 
health experts invaluable experience 
for dealing with future outbreaks, 
and there are already plans for 
establishing a global fast-response 
team to prevent something similar 
from happening again. The hardest 
task may be sustaining enough 
interest in the issue to ensure 
reforms are made. “Six months  
ago, the world was worried,” says 
WHO’s Dr. Bruce Aylward. “There 
was a lot of self-interest in making 
sure this thing was stopped. The 
biggest mistake the world could do 
right now is blink.”

Ending the Ebola epidemic
Last year, a devastating Ebola outbreak in West Africa killed thousands. Today, the disease is under control

Public education has helped halt the virus 

The hunt for a vaccine
There is one drawback to the containment of 

Ebola: it may prevent scientists from developing a 
vaccine. Outbreaks provide a rare chance to test 
drugs that could help prevent future epidemics, 

but pharmaceutical companies have struggled to 
capitalise on the opportunity in West Africa. Of the 

three major clinical trials currently taking place, 
the most scientifically rigorous began in Liberia, 

where there has been only one new patient in the 
past couple of months. The other studies, in 

Guinea and Sierra Leone, fall short of the scientific 
gold standard of being randomised and placebo-
controlled, in part because some scientists object 

to giving placebos to anyone at risk from the 
deadly virus. Nevertheless, researchers remain 

upbeat. If there’s another outbreak, says Dr. David 
Nabarro, the UN’s special envoy on Ebola, 

scientists can launch trials and drug production 
“at the push of a button, rather than having to 

invent a response in the heat of a crisis”.



16 NEWS   Best of the Arabic language articles

THE WEEK 24 MAY 2015

Saudi Arabia: 
King’s decisions are 
a new “Spring”
 Rashid Al Baidani

 Okaz

It’s time for  
the GCC to 
expand
Ziad Al Drais 

Al-Hayat

The decision by King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia to shake up his 
cabinet and change political and economic systems in Saudi Arabia are the start of a 
prosperous “Spring” in the country, says Rashid Al Baidani. The Saudi “Spring” is in 
sharp contrast to the “Arab Spring”, which involved “only destruction and divisions 
within some Arab countries”. Although the Saudi Spring has been quiet, “it has brought 
prospects of a bright future for the Kingdom’s people”. It is totally unlike the “divisions 
and economic woes associated with the Arab Spring”. This is because “[Saudi Arabia’s] 
leaders have always been wise and have known how to steer the country towards more 
prosperity and stability. The changes that have taken place since King Salman came to power 
usher in a real Saudi Spring that will bring more wealth, economic prosperity and stability to 
our people. I am quietly confident that this Saudi Spring will have a special flavour and will 
bring happiness and satisfaction to the Saudi people in the years to come”.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries should seriously consider expanding their 
alliance to include Yemen – when the civil war has ended – and in the future, Iraq and 
Jordan, says Ziad Al Drais. “We should admit now that we formed the GCC at a time 
when there were exceptional political and security circumstances in the region. It is  
time to consider expanding this group.” Once the crisis in Yemen is over, the six GCC 
countries should consider admitting the country into their alliance. Yemen is a neighbour 
to Saudi Arabia and is located in the Arabian Peninsula, which has an area of more than 
three million square kilometres, and its population exceeds 77 million “with the same 
language, religion and cultures”. “We should take into consideration that the Arabian 
Peninsula encompasses the southern parts of Iraq and Jordan, which means there is a 
real justification for those two countries to join the GCC. We have to admit that the 
GCC in its present form is no longer suitable and that the time has come for it to become 
a bigger group”.

Gulf oil producers need to enforce 
compulsory military service for 
their citizens to protect their 
national security, says Yousuf Al 
Nesf. Development of industry 
and civilian sectors in the Gulf 
countries is no longer enough in 
the absence of a strong army to 
defend their territories. Military 
service must cover all citizens, 
including women, as is the case  
in Israel, Singapore and Sweden. 
“Building industries, universities and 
other establishments is no longer 
enough in the GCC countries if they are not able to protect themselves. The GCC countries 
have always been a target for some regional states given their massive oil wealth and 
weak armed forces. This is what underscored the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and its 
request of foreign intervention.” It is time to “enforce military service for GCC citizens, 
including women, because we should not stop half of society from defending its land and 
people. Gulf states also need to conduct regular air, ground and naval military exercises to 
ensure a maximum degree of coordination during conflicts.”

Palestinians need to draw up a 
new plan to manage their conflict 
with Israel, and establish their 
own state instead of wasting time 
in futile efforts to reconcile the 
Fatah and Hamas groups, says 
Younus Al Sayyed. Several attempts 
over the past few years to reconcile 
those two groups have failed 
because of foreign interference and 
have only wasted the “time and 
efforts” of the Palestinians to fulfil 
their dream of an independent state. 
He believes that reports about 
fresh reconciliation between Fatah in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza will again be a 
waste of time given the “deep gulf and accumulating disagreements” between the two 
sides. “What Palestinians need now is a new plan, to help unite their goals amidst 
foreign interferences and regional tensions that are trapping them in a vicious cycle.  
This can be done by returning to the national Palestinian charter and by rallying around 
a pan-Palestinian national programme, focusing on resisting the Israeli occupation as the 
only hope, and achievement of their goals for freedom and independence… above all, they 
must quickly bridge their rifts and dump private interests for the sake of national interests 
to work together to fulfil their dream.”

We need Gulf-wide 
compulsory 
military service 
Yousuf Al Nesf

Al Anba

Palestinians  
need a  
new plan

By Younus Al Sayyed 

Al Watan
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The great 
Mother’s Day 
hypocrisy
Ezra Klein

Vox.com

Why Hillary  
is still  
in front

Frank Bruni

The New York Times

Once a year, Americans honour mothers with Hallmark cards and flowers. But motherhood is “not a 
job America rewards”, said Ezra Klein. Motherhood is rightly known “as the toughest job in the 
world”, with mums working more than 100 hours a week, including nights, weekends and holidays. 
About 70% of women doing this work now also work outside the home. But unlike nearly every other 
country in the Western world, the US guarantees women no paid maternity leave whatsoever. Given 
that 40% of American mums are their household’s primary earner, that leaves many mothers having to 
choose between “spending a month with their newborn child or keeping a roof over their child’s head”. 
Compare that with Sweden, where parents receive 480 paid days per child, split between mums and 
dads. To add insult to injury, studies have shown moms face strong workplace discrimination, with 
bosses and co-workers viewing them as less reliable and less competent. Indeed, moms “face a five per 
cent wage penalty for every child they have”. Flowers and cards are nice, but “if America really valued 
mothers, we wouldn’t treat them like this.”

It may seem like a paradox, but Hillary Clinton is still winning, said Frank Bruni. “Despite her 
email shenanigans, despite the ethical muddle known as the Clinton Foundation”, she continues 
to lead all Republicans in presidential polls, beating Jeb Bush and Marco Rubio by 6 points and Scott 
Walker by 10. How can this be? American voters aren’t exactly shocked when politicians are accused 
of greed and questionable scruples – but they are alarmed by the right-wing craziness tolerated by the 
Republican Party. The Republican presidential field is full of “mad hatter” candidates such as Mike 
Huckabee, “a self-styled man of God” who insists the Bible should trump Supreme Court rulings, and 
Ben Carson, who has compared Obamacare to slavery. Largely as a result of such craziness, just 29% 
of Americans now view the GOP favourably. Voters who would “otherwise suffer bone-wearying 
Clinton fatigue” see Hillary as a more pragmatic and reliable option, especially since the next 
president will probably appoint at least two Supreme Court justices. That last issue, in particular, “is 
the soil in which love for Hillary Clinton flowers”.

You’ve got to hand it to the Brits, says Alex Berezow: their politicians really know how to do 
defeat. Watching the resignation speeches of Ed Miliband and Nick Clegg was a revelation. They 
looked crestfallen; they took personal responsibility for their parties’ defeats; they apologised to 
followers. “How foreign this is to American voters!” Concession speeches by US politicians are a 
very different kettle of fish. The candidates tend to be far less gracious, implying that they should 
really have won; they sign off with a triumphant “God bless America!”, then prance off the stage, 
hand in hand with their spouse, pumping their fists “in faux enthusiasm”. Say “sorry”? “The 
word isn’t even in American politicos’ lexicon.” As for the idea of our politicians resigning on 
principle, forget it. Power has to be “pried out of their cold, rigor mortis-stricken hands”. If the 
Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid had any integrity, they would have stepped 
aside after the disastrous midterm election results of 2010 and 2014, opening the way for a 
colleague to steer the party in a new direction. But of course they didn’t – they like power too 
much. “Such self-centredness would not stand in Britain.” The mother country “still has a thing 
or two to teach us about government”.

US politicians 
need to learn 
to say sorry 
Alex Berezow 

RealClearWorld.com

For the past few weeks, a mysterious map 
has been generating a lot of online interest 
in America, said Amy Davidson in The 
New Yorker. The map depicts seven 
southwestern states, some coloured red 
and designated as “hostile” (Texas, Utah), 
some coloured blue and designated as 
“permissive” (California, Colorado, 
Nevada), and others designated as 
“uncertain”. The map also features a 
circle zeroing in on Texas, and various 
military acronyms. The Pentagon says the 
leaked document is a prop in a large-scale 
but routine training exercise called Jade 
Helm 15, which is due to take place this 
summer. But not everyone believes that. 
Many people fear the map reveals something altogether more 
sinister: “a plan for a military takeover of Texas and beyond, or, 
perhaps, a rehearsal for civil war and the enforcement of martial 
law”. According to one popular rumour that is doing the rounds, 
federal officials are planning to use abandoned Walmart stores in 
Texas as internment camps in which to process prisoners.

In a sane world, said Heather Digby Parton on Salon, such 
dotty theories would remain “confined to the farthest corner  
of the conspiratorial fever swamps”. But far from laughing  
off these crackpot ideas, officials in Texas have lent them 
legitimacy. Governor Greg Abbott ordered the state guard to 
monitor US troops during the eight-week exercise, citing his 

concern for Texans’ “constitutional 
rights”. Senator and presidential 
candidate Ted Cruz said people’s fears 
were understandable, since the Obama 
administration “has not demonstrated 
itself to be trustworthy”. It’s official: anti-
Washington derangement has “now made 
it fully into the mainstream”.

OK, Obama isn’t going to invade Texas, 
said David French in National Review. 
But you can’t blame Republicans for 
feeling “a little paranoid” given the way 
his administration has treated them. The 
Justice Department has repeatedly called 
GOP activist groups potential domestic 

terrorists; the IRS was found to have systematically targeted Tea 
Party groups with tax audits. Even when conspiracy theories are 
flat-out wrong, their popularity reveals something about public 
anxieties, said Jesse Walker in the Los Angeles Times. One local 
resident told a Texan paper that he was worried people would get 
used to “the appearance of uniformed troops and the militarisation 
of the police”. The man went on to make some wilder claims, but 
his original point was valid. At a time when the Pentagon 
distributes surplus military equipment to small-town police forces, 
and cops respond to protests with heavy-handed tactics, equipped 
like front-line soldiers, it is perhaps not so surprising that people 
have started to imagine plots to impose martial law. “Sometimes 
even paranoids have a point.”

Texans: “Paranoid” about an Obama invasion 

Abbott (centre): “Concerned” about Texans’ 
constitutional rights
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Growth of 
the French 
political mafia 
Mediapart 

French politicians! Learn from the way your British counterparts react to defeat, says blogger 
C’est Nabum. After their recent electoral wipeouts, several stood down at once, accepting 
complete responsibility. Here, alas, such “clarity” is unthinkable. Indeed, to French sensibilities, 
the spectacle was so “incongruous” one “had to pinch oneself”. Whereas for the British an 
electoral defeat serves as “a good kick up the backside”, in France it’s often viewed as no more 
than a temporary inconvenience. But perhaps we voters are to blame for allowing the growth of a 
“political mafia” that keeps an iron grip on all offices and functions. Once in power, politicians 
treat their post as a job for life. If they lose a major vote, they often end up staying anyway. How  
often we see those who resigned because of incompetence or scandal return as if nothing had 
happened. If we can’t rely on the “parasites” to do the decent thing, we should find a way of 
getting rid of them once and for all. “The very survival of French democracy depends on it.”

The Greeks’ 
moment  
of truth  
Proto Thema

The beginnings of a solution are coming into view for Greece – a popular referendum, says Spyros 
Gkoutzanis. When in 2011 the Greek government proposed consulting voters on whether to accept 
Europe’s draconian austerity regime, there was a horrified reaction in Brussels and Berlin: a “no” 
vote would have plunged the continent into crisis. But now the Germans at least seem more relaxed 
about the idea; finance minister Wolfgang Schäuble says that if a referendum would be “helpful”, the 
Greeks should go for it. It would certainly be “the moment of truth” for all concerned. It would call 
the bluff of Europe’s leaders, who’d risk seeing the eurozone “unravel” if Greeks decisively rejected 
their terms. Equally prime minister Alexis Tsipras would need voter approval if he is to contemplate 
negating every one of his party’s promises. Most of all it would force those “spoilt” people who want 
to have it both ways to finally make a choice. Polls show over 80% want to stay in the euro “at all 
costs”; yet since a similar proportion say they won’t accept the things our creditors insist on – tax 
rises, salary freezes, cuts in wages and pensions, labour reforms – that clearly isn’t true. So let’s do as 
the Germans suggest, and find out once and for all what the Greek people really do want.

FRANCE

GREECE

Once again the Balkans is turning 
into Europe’s powder keg, said 
Nikola Dimitrov in The New York 
Times. This time it could be ignited 
by the conflict in Macedonia 
between ethnic Albanians (who 
form 30% of the population) and 
the Macedonian Slav majority. 
Macedonia gained independence 
from the former Yugoslavia in 
1991 and ethnic conflict almost led 
to civil war there in 2001. But a 
peace deal brokered by Brussels 
created a basis for inter-ethnic 
harmony and that year Macedonia 
became the first Western Balkan 
country to sign a Stabilisation and 
Association pact with the EU, opening the door to accession. 

Alas, that’s all in jeopardy, said Boris Georgievski in Deutsche 
Welle. After a 28-hour gun battle last week between Albanian 
militants and government security forces, the northern town  
of Kumanovo is starting to look like a “war zone” – 22 people 
killed, houses destroyed, hundreds of families homeless. Some 
observers fear civil war will spread across the whole region. 
Serbs are especially alarmed: Belgrade’s “excitable” tabloids  
are stoking their perennial nightmare about a push to create a 
“Greater Albania”. Not without reason, said InSerbia News. 
Just the other day, Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama declared 
that the unification of his country and the former Serbian 
province of Kosovo (with a majority Albanian population)  
was “inevitable”. And that, of course, is just what the NATO 
powers want. They want to destabilise the region to thwart 
Russia’s plan for a Balkan Stream pipeline – a northern 
extension of the Turkish Stream that Moscow has just agreed 
with Ankara – that would carry Russian gas into Europe. 

There are no immediate plans for a Balkan Stream, said Keith 
Johnson in Foreign Policy. But a Turkish Stream is very much 
on the cards: President Putin announced the plan on a visit to 
Turkey last year. The scheme, which would channel gas all the 
way from the Russian coastal town of Anapa to Ipsala, on 
Turkey’s border with Greece, could prove “the newest faultline 

in Europe’s geopolitcal landscape”. 
Putin is desperate to keep Europe 
“hooked” on Russian gas (which 
makes up 25% of EU gas 
consumption) but doesn’t want  
to keep routing it across a hostile 
Ukraine (through which 80% of it 
flows). And now that Brussels has 
forced him to ditch a proposed 
“South Stream” pipeline through 
Bulgaria, a member state, he’s 
come up with this plan for a 
Turkish Stream. In accepting it, 
Turkey could upend Eurasia’s entire 
energy and security landscape in 
Russia’s favour, a reckless move  
for a country which has been a 

“bulwark” of Western security for half a century.   

It’s not gas, it’s ethnic tension that remains the real danger in 
the Western Balkans, said the Journal of Turkish Weekly. 
Islamists recently attacked a police station in Republika 
Srpska, the Serbian jurisdiction inside Bosnia; the Serbs then 
fanned the flames by making mass arrests of Muslim Bosniaks. 
But the conflict in Macedonia is a very curious affair, said 
Thomas Röser in Die Presse. Macedonia’s conservative Prime 
Minister Nikola Gruevski – a Putin ally, suspected of rigging 
elections and wire-tapping opponents – claims that the gunmen 
are a mix of Islamists who fought in Syria and Albanians from 
neighbouring Kosovo. Yet there is no evidence that such a group 
exists, nor has anyone claimed resp onsibility for the attack. 
Indeed, the opposition is loudly declaring that the whole thing is 
a put-up job by the government, somehow staged with the help 
of criminals and mercenaries. 

None of this would be happening if the EU hadn’t taken its  
eye off the ball in the Balkans, said Ivan Vejvoda in Carnegie 
Europe. Having tantalised all countries in the region with  
the prospect of membership, Brussels lost interest in further 
enlargement and virtually no advance has been made. Meanwhile 
Russia is busily trying to expand its influence, keen to stop it 
becoming aligned with the West. The bloodshed in Kumanovo 
must be a “wake-up call” for Europe to re-engage. 

The Balkans: Putin’s latest puppet? 

Rama: Albania joining with Kosovo is “inevitable” 
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The rich can 
get away 
with murder
Hindustan Times

Reckless driving can cost you dear in 
India, says Abhishek Saha. Cause a lethal 
accident and you’ll face jail, if not a 
lynching. Unless, of course, you’re rich,  
in which case different rules apply. It  
has taken 13 years for Bollywood star 
Salman Khan to be found guilty of a  
fatal hit-and-run. Khan was drunk and 
driving without a licence in 2002 when 
he mounted a pavement where four 
homeless men were sleeping, killing  
one of them. As his trial was endlessly 
delayed, rich Bollywood celebrities stood 
by him, blaming the victim for sleeping 
on the pavement. Earlier this month, 
justice finally seemed to have been done when Khan was sentenced to five years in prison. Yet just 
two days later, a higher court suspended the sentence, pending an appeal, and Khan waltzed off 
to star in another film. It’s sad proof that “the rich and powerful can flex muscles and pull strings 
to evade the law”.

Why our 
streets are full 
of delinquents
Caixin Media

The Macau authorities recently busted a prostitution ring. Nothing unusual about that, says 
Zhang Ming, but what was shocking about this vice ring was that its alleged mastermind was  
a 16-year-old boy. The teenager represents an extreme example of China’s wider problem with 
delinquent, truant children – a side-effect of its rapid urbanisation. As people from villages 
move to the cities, they’re forced to make a difficult choice over what to do with their children. 
They can entrust them to rural relatives, but that deprives the children of parental care and 
discipline: the data shows that a growing number of “left-behind” children are skipping school. 
Alternatively, migrant workers can take their children with them to the city, but if they do, it’s 
all but impossible to get them into a school owing to China’s rigid bureaucracy. Schools run by 
migrants are mostly outlawed on the grounds that they don’t comply with standards, and the 
rules also make it very hard for local schools to accept migrant pupils. More often than not, 
migrant children are forced to go back home. When they can’t return, they wander around the 
cities, getting into mischief. “They are deprived of everything, except the company of others 
who are from the same background.” It’s a recipe for delinquency.

Australia’s recent government budget undermines the importance of foreign aid, argue Anthony 
Bergin and Sarah Hatley in The Australian. The budget that was released last week includes  
an increase of $1.04bn over the next four years in national security spending, with a focus on 
combating terrorism. But this spending “overlooks that terrorism and violent extremism are a 
development issue”. Increasingly, combating terrorism is related to poverty reduction. Being poor 
“doesn’t cause people to become terrorists”, but those in poor countries are statistically more 
likely to be affected by terrorism: “Only a small percentage of the more than 100,000 deaths in 
terrorist attacks over the past 15 years occurred in [economically developed] countries.” In turn, the 
heightened risk of terrorist attacks in economically developing countries can further weaken their 
internal structure. As we’ve seen in Kenya, “violent extremism and terrorism are a direct threat to 
development. They can impact overall growth through declining tourism, choppy financial markets  
and the negative impact on foreign investment”. But foreign aid can be used to combat this, through “ 
addressing social discontent and ultimately strengthening resilience to violent extremist ideologies”. 
Australia “should be spending more aid budget in countries where human rights are threatened by 
jihadists, and which  lack the resources and necessary capabilities to defeat terrorist groups”.

How did Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s “crushing election victory” 
turn so quickly into “a farce”? asked 
Sima Kadmon. When his Likud Party 
came in a clear first in the March 
elections, Netanyahu thought he would 
be able to make a solid coalition of  
right-wing and Orthodox parties. But  
his former coalition partner Avigdor 
Lieberman defected, over Netanyahu’s 
shameful concessions to the Orthodox to 
allow yeshiva students to evade the draft 
and study almost no secular subjects. As a 
result, Netanyahu now has a majority of 
just one vote. Any member of the Knesset 
who feels a momentary pique “will be able to disappear from the plenum during votes and prevent 
bills from passing”. It won’t be Netanyahu who calls the shots in this government, but the ultra-
right-wing and Orthodox. There can be no vision for governance. What we have now is “a 
combination of narrow, sectorial interests” that “couldn’t care less about the state’s best interests”. 
It’s embarrassing for Netanyahu, who called early elections expecting a big win, and it is bad for 
Israel. Nobody expects this flimsy coalition to last more than a few months, and then it’s back to 
the polls. What a waste of money. “Is that what we went to elections for?”

Invest in 
terror-risk 
countries
The Australian

Netanyahu 
hamstrung by 
his partners
Ynetnews.com
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Mount Everest got shorter
Mount Everest, the world’s tallest 
mountain, is slightly shorter following 
the recent earthquakes that devastated 
Nepal and claimed close to 8,000 lives. 
When the fault between the Indian and 
Eurasian tectonic plates slipped, pent-up 
strain was unleashed, allowing Everest to 
sink by about 2.5cm, new satellite data 
reveals. As Everest sank into Earth’s 
crust, the Annapurna Range on the other 
side of the fault rose by roughly 20cm. 
Geologists are now investigating to find 
out exactly where the underground fault 
slipped. British geologist Tim Wright told 
BBC.com that not all the built-up tension 
along the plates was released, so it’s 
important to know which parts of the fault 
“are still primed and ready to go in a future 
earthquake”. The small drop in Everest’s 
height isn’t permanent. The ongoing 
collision between the Indian and Eurasian 
tectonic plates is lifting the Himalayas by 
about 1cm every year. 

A galaxy far, far away
Powerful telescopes have enabled 
astronomers to look back in time and 
identify the oldest and most distant 
galaxy ever discovered, reports The 
Washington Post. The galaxy, known as 
EGS-zs8-1, formed 13.1 billion years ago, 
or relatively soon after the Big Bang gave 
birth to the universe 13.8 billion years 
ago. Scientists were able to measure  
the galaxy’s distance from Earth by 

analysing its “redshift” – how far the 
light it emits is shifted into the red part of 
the spectrum. Since wavelengths of light 
stretch out as galaxies move away from 
Earth because of the expansion of the 
universe, a higher redshift indicates 
greater distance. EGS-zs8-1 has the 
highest redshift ever measured, and lies  
in the furthest regions of the known 
universe. This early galaxy formed stars 
very rapidly – about 80 times faster  
than the Milky Way makes them today. 
Scientists will delve further into that 
mystery, and into many others 
concerning the most distant and oldest 
galaxies, when the new James Webb 
Space Telescope is launched into orbit  
in 2018.

Dressing for success
It turns out the familiar phrase “Dress 
for success” may be more than 
just a cliché. Many modern 
companies promote creativity 
and “out of the box” 
thinking with casual work 
environments, but new 
research suggests more 
formal dress codes would 
actually produce better 
results. Sacrificing the 
comfort of T-shirts and 
jeans in favour of suits, 
dresses, and other 
formal attire could 
improve people’s ability 
to think abstractly and 
focus more on the 
“big picture” than 
on details and more 
immediate work 
problems. In a series  
of experiments, college-
age men and women 
were asked to rate the 
formality of their outfits 

and complete tests designed to assess 
their style of thinking. Those wearing 
suits and dresses showed signs of broader, 
more holistic thinking – a quality often 
attributed to leaders. “Putting on formal 
clothes makes us feel powerful, and that 
changes the basic way we see the world,” 
the study’s author, Abraham Rutchick, 
told TheAtlantic.com. Scientists also 
suggest that formal clothing may boost 
people’s mood, helping them engage in 
high-level abstract thinking.

Fructose triggers cravings
Not all sugars are created equal. Glucose 
and fructose are simple sugars naturally 
found in fruit and have the same number 
of calories, but new research suggests 
there are important differences in how 
the body responds to these sweeteners. 
While glucose is absorbed directly into 
the bloodstream to produce energy, 
fructose – which is used to sweeten  
soft drinks and processed foods – is 
metabolised in the liver. The body reacts 
to glucose in the blood by producing 
insulin, which triggers feelings of 

fullness. “Fructose doesn’t stimulate 
insulin secretion, and if there’s no 
insulin, you don’t get the 
information that you’re full,” the 
study’s senior author, Dr. Kathleen 
Page, told The New York Times. 
Consuming fructose also triggers 
more activity in areas of  
the brain involved in reward 

processing, which intensifies 
cravings for high-calorie foods such 
as candy, cookies, and pizza. 
Researchers do not recommend that 

people forgo fruit, since it provides 
fibre and nutrients and has relatively 
small amounts of fructose compared 
with soft drinks and processed foods. 
But researchers say it does make sense 
to limit overall sugar intake. 

What the scientists are saying…

If climate change continues unabated, 
one in six species on Earth could 
disappear by the end of the century, a 
new study has found. Some land and  
sea creatures are already moving to  
new habitats in response to warmer 
temperatures, and scientists warn that in 
coming decades there will be a dramatic 
increase in the number of extinctions 
among species that are unable to adapt 
to heat waves, droughts, floods, and 
rising sea levels. 

“Perhaps most surprising is that 
extinction risk does not just increase 
with temperature rise, but accelerates, 
curving upward as the Earth warms,” 
the study’s author, Mark Urban told 
 Smithsonian .com. He and his team 

analysed 131 previous studies on how 
plants, amphibians, fish, mammals, 
reptiles and invertebrates were coping 

with climate change. They concluded 
that some plant and animal species will 
die throughout the world, but that 
South America, Australia and New 
Zealand face the largest number  
of extinctions, because many species  
in these regions rely on unique and  
isolated habitats and won’t be able  
to move elsewhere. 

If there is a mass extinction, it will be 
the sixth in Earth’s long history, but the 
first caused by humans. Losing about 
16% of the world’s species, researchers 
warn, would affect global economies, 
food supplies and cultures. “We have 
the choice,” Urban said. “The world can 
decide where on that curve they want 
the future Earth to be.”

Species like this Pacific tree frog are in trouble

Climate change could cause mass extinction
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Uber bids on maps tech
Uber is making a $3 billion 
bid for Nokia’s Here, the 
main rival to Google Maps, 
said Mark Scott and Mike 
Isaac in The New York 

Times. The on-demand car service hopes 
to break its dependence on Google’s 
mapping technology as it strives to 
position itself “as a logistics company”, 
speedily delivering both people and 
things. But it’s not alone. A group of 
German automakers, including Mercedes-
Benz and BMW, has teamed up with 
Chinese search engine Baidu for a 
counter-offer; they hope to put the 
technology to use in self-driving cars. 
Though Google Maps has an estimated  
one billion mobile users, “ten times the 
amount of Here’s smartphone users”, 
Here dominates the market for built-in 
car navigation systems “and spends 
hundreds of millions of dollars each year” 
updating maps spanning from New York 
City to New Delhi.

Facebook’s echo chamber
It’s not Facebook’s fault your 
News Feed is solidly liberal, 
or overwhelmingly 
conservative, said Davey 
Alba on Wired.com. Or so 

says Facebook. The social network’s data 
scientists have investigated the roots of 
the political “echo chamber” on the site, 

and concluded “Facebook’s own 
algorithms aren’t to blame. It’s us”.  
What users click on plays a bigger role  
in suppressing opposing opinions than 
Facebook’s algorithm, which in their 
study only hid differing opinions “eight  
per cent of the time for liberals and five 
per cent for conservatives”. But critics of 
the report say it’s misleading, as users can 
only click on links “that the algorithm 
has already filtered for them”. Notably, 
the study was limited to those who self-
identify as liberal or conservative in their 
profiles – “a mere nine per cent of the 
network’s 1.4 billion users”.

Oculus Rift coming in 2016
Rejoice, virtual-reality 
gamers, said Sean Hollister 
on Gizmodo.com. You’ll  
be able to buy “a real, 
consumer version” of the 

long-awaited Oculus Rift virtual-reality 
headset early next year. The company has 
been “keeping details pretty close to the 
chest”, but it should be “drastically 
lighter, smaller, and more comfortable” 
than previous versions released to 
developers. After first debuting on 
Kickstarter in 2012, the headsets were 
expected in 2014, the same year Facebook 
paid $2 billion for the parent company. The 
headsets will now ship in the first few 
months of 2016, and the company plans to 
start taking pre-orders later this year. 

Software: Can Microsoft recapture its cachet?
“Microsoft looks cool again,” said 
Drew Harwell in The Washington 
Post. For years, the once dominant 
software giant has been more like the 
“suburban dad of digital”, bungling 
new releases and ceding ground to 
more nimble rivals like Google and 
Apple on “smartphones, search, and 
social networks”. But Satya Nadella, 
who took over as CEO last year, has 
“pushed the tech titan into surprising 
territory”, revamping Windows, 
playing nice with software developers, 
and unveiling exciting new products 
like the HoloLens “augmented reality” 
headset. For the first time since the Bill 
Gates era, Microsoft is “intriguing developers, exciting 
customers, and building things people actually want to use”.

Under Nadella, Microsoft “has shed its arrogance”, said 
Kevin Kelleher on Time.com. Gone are the days when Steve 
Ballmer, the previous CEO, “laughed at the iPhone” or 
publicly mocked Google’s Android system. Instead of being  
a 360-kilogram bully, today’s Microsoft “works hard to  
play well with others”, especially mobile app developers,  
who had long ignored the Windows platform. Nadella clearly 
understands the need for great Windows apps, and last month 
unveiled technology that allows developers to easily convert 
apps they’ve already written for Apple iOS or Android to run 
on Windows. 

The company also has ambitions to 
build the next blockbuster consumer 
tech product, said Nick Wingfield in 
The New York Times. Microsoft’s 
research and development division 
“is the biggest operation of its kind”, 
with 1,000 scientists and engineers 
and an $11 billion annual budget. 
Despite those advantages, Microsoft 
“is rarely named among the future-
defining tech companies of today”. 
Products like the recently-released 
Skype Translator, which converts 
conversations from one language to 
another in real time, are designed to 
alter that perception. Microsoft has 

also surprised rivals with the HoloLens headset, which could go 
on sale as early as this year. It has been breathlessly hyped as the 
best headset in the virtual reality field. For once, Microsoft is 
“skating to where the puck could be headed in technology, rather 
than where it has been.”

But Microsoft’s continued success is far from assured, said 
Matt Weinberger on BusinessInsider.com. The company “has 
seemed to be in the lead before, and blown it”. It was one of 
the first tech firms to offer a computer tablet, a mobile 
operating system, even a smartwatch, “only to fall flat on its 
face, leaving companies like Apple and Google to pick up the 
pieces”. Nadella and his team say this time will be different. 
But now, as before, “it’s Microsoft’s game to lose”.

Innovation of the week Bytes: What’s new in tech

Amazon’s drones might soon “track 
people down to deliver goods”, said 
Ruth Reader on VentureBeat .com.  
A new patent application for 
a feature called “Bring It to Me” 
suggests that Amazon plans to use 
drones one day to “deliver items 
directly” to customers based on 
their exact location, using the GPS 
in their mobile devices. Creepy 
invasion of privacy? Maybe, 
especially considering how drones 
have been used to track people 
down in “darker contexts”, but it 
remains to be seen how consumers 
will respond to the company’s 
“anything, anywhere” service. 
Amazon is also testing a service  
in Germany that allows delivery 
drivers to place packages in a 
customer’s car trunk using a 
special temporary unlock code. 

Nadella has helped make Microsoft “cool” 
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The new Saudi King has 
performed quite the 
“snub” of President 
Obama, said The Daily 
Star in an editorial. King 
Salman, the Saudi 
monarch since January, 
had said he would attend 
Obama’s  recent summit 
with Gulf leaders at Camp 
David, only to cancel at 
the last minute with a 
transparently thin excuse. 
The development seems  
to reflect a changing 
relationship between the 
two countries and Obama “should have seen  
it coming”. The rift between Riyadh and 
Washington has been widening since Obama 
took office. Faced with a rising Iran, Saudi 
Arabia needs a strong and steadfast ally, yet it 
has found in Washington merely “a salesman 
keen to sell its weapons systems to the region.” 

The Saudis and other Gulf allies just don’t 
trust the US anymore, said Salman Aldosary in 
Asharq Al-Awsat. The Camp David summit 
was arranged to convince Arab states that 
Obama’s deal with Iran won’t undermine their 
security. But that’s going to be a tough sell. 
The US has lost credibility by constantly 
changing course on crises in Egypt and Iraq, 
and Obama’s word has been suspect ever  
since he declared that Syria’s use of chemical 
weapons would be “a red line” and then  
stood idle as that line was crossed. Obama 
now wants to lift sanctions on Iran, whose 
regime is “founded on hostility toward its 

Arabian Peninsula 
neighbours”, where it 
plants militant cells and 
stokes sectarian hatred. To 
reassure the Arab states, 
Obama is supposedly 
offering military 
cooperation and joint 
defense plans. Forgive us  
if we need “written 
guarantees” to that effect. 
The US behaves as if only 
a nuclear Iran would be a 
threat, said Talal Alharbi 
in Arab News. The fact is, 
Iran is already destabilising 

enough without nuclear weapons. It has armed 
militants in Iraq, Syria and Yemen. Yet the US 
negotiations with Iran address only its nuclear 
programme and not Iran’s hostile adventurism. 
Thank goodness for the leadership of Saudi 
Arabia, which has stepped up to battle Iran’s 
Houthi proxies in Yemen. King Salman has 
demonstrated, to Obama and the world,  
“that it would be dangerous to tamper with 
Saudi Arabia”. 

But there’s hope yet for the US-Saudi relationship, 
said Joyce Karam in Al-Arabiya. King Salman  
has appointed as his new foreign minister the 
former US ambassador, Adel al-Jubeir, graduate 
of Georgetown University and a longtime 
Washington insider. It’s the first time a 
nonroyal has held the post, but the King 
apparently wanted someone with strong ties to 
the US and “intimate knowledge of American 
and Saudi politics”. Expect Saudi Arabia to 
pursue a “more proactive” foreign policy”.

Obama: Rebuffed?

Pick of the week’s

Gossip
Saudi Arabia and the US: The growing rift

“Everything we were told about Osama bin 
Laden’s killing was a lie,” said Sam Biddle on 
Gawker.com. That, at least, is what legendary 
journalist Seymour Hersh claims in a 10,000-
word “special investigation” into the 2011 
raid, published recently in the London Review 
of Books. The increasingly eccentric 78-year-
old investigative reporter says that bin Laden 
“wasn’t hiding out in Abbottabad, as we’ve 
been told – he was effectively under house 
arrest, placed there under guard by Pakistan’s 
security services”. A Pakistani informant gave 
the CIA his location, Hersh claims, and then 
Pakistan and the US concocted an elaborate 
story about a secret raid to conceal Pakistan’s 
complicity in his assassination. Special forces 
troops, Hersh says, were given unopposed 
access to his compound, and they actually  
shot him so many times he was left in pieces. 

Let’s get this straight, said Bobby Ghosh on 
Qz.com. President Obama conspired with 
Pakistan to stage a raid that badly embarrassed 
Pakistan and damaged relations between the 
two countries for years? It makes no sense.
Hersh’s account does, at least, purport to 
answer one big question, said Peter Grier on 
CSMonitor .com. What was the head of the 

most influential terrorist organisation in the 
world doing in Abbottabad? “Bin Laden was 
supposed to be in a cave somewhere along the 
Afghanistan border”, not living comfortably a 
kilometre away from “a retirement village for 
military officers”. Pakistan had to know he 
was there, said Jack Shafer on Politico.com.  
In that respect, “Hersh may very well be onto 
something”. Too bad he got caught up in such 
a wildly elaborate conspiracy theory.

Hersh used to be a highly respected reporter, said 
Max Fisher on Vox.com. He broke the stories 
that told the world about the 1969 My Lai 
massacre and the 2004 Abu Ghraib scandal.  
But in recent years, he “has appeared increasingly 
to have gone off the rails” with anonymously 
sourced stories alleging “vast and shadowy 
conspiracies”. In one recent article, he claimed 
that operatives of the Catholic organisation Opus 
Dei are controlling the US military; in another, he 
alleged Turkey and an Islamic terrorist group 
conspired to stage the deadly chemical weapons 
attack in Syria to lure the US into attacking 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Both stories 
have been thoroughly debunked. “A close reading 
of Hersh’s bin Laden story suggests it is likely to 
suffer the same fate.”

Bin Laden’s death: The untold story?

Wannabe princesses around 
the world are on red alert 
now that Prince Harry has 
revealed he is ready to get 
married and have some 
royal babies. Speaking 
during his tour of New 
Zealand, the 30-year-old 
British royal admitted he 
envies his older brother, 
Prince William, for having 
settled down and started a 
family. “It would be great to 
have someone else next to 
me to share the pressure,” 
said Harry. “I would love to 
have kids right now.” Harry’s 
most serious relationship 
was with Chelsy Davy, who 
reportedly ended things in 
2010 because she couldn’t 
handle life in the limelight.

Chris Brown’s birthday 
celebrations came to an 
abrupt end when the singer 
arrived back at his Los 
Angeles home to find the 
place trashed and a woman 
he did not know lying on his 
bed, says TMZ.com. Amira 
Kodcia Ayeb, 21, has been 
charged with stalking, 
burglary and vandalism for 
allegedly breaking into 
Brown’s house while he was 
away celebrating in Las 
Vegas. Over a period of a few 
days, Ayeb allegedly spray-
painted her name on 
Brown’s cars and “I love 
you” on his walls, and 
climbed onto Brown’s bed to 
await his arrival. “I love my 
fans,” said Brown, “but this is 
some real crazy s***” It 
seems however that one girl  
has won Brown’s heart – his 
daughter, Royalty. Brown 
found out he was the father 
of the 11-month-old in 
February this year, after his 
affair with the child’s mother 
model Nia Guzman was 
exposed, said The Daily Mail. 
Since then he has said to 
have bonded with his 
daughter, appearing with her 
at  The Billboard Music 
Awards last week (pictured).
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Statistic of the week
A record 13.2 million 

international overnight 
visitors came to Dubai in 
2014, according to new 

statistics issued by Dubai’s 
Department of Tourism and 

Commerce Marketing (Dubai 
Tourism), representing a year-

on-year increase of 8.2 % – 
significantly higher than the 

global average of 4.7%.
 zawya.com

“To great evils we submit; 
we resent little 
provocations” 

William Hazlitt, quoted 
on The Browser

“Every great man nowadays 
has his disciples, and it is 
always Judas who writes 

the biography.” 
Oscar Wilde, quoted 

on Forbes.com

 “Science advances one 
funeral at a time” 

Max Planck, quoted in the 
New Statesman

 “I’ve conducted more 
orchestras than you can 

shake a stick at.” 
Composer Mike Batt, quoted 

in The Times

“I prefer people who 
rock the boat to people 

who jump out.”
Orson Welles, quoted in  

GQ magazine

“Like all great travellers, I 
have seen more than I 

remember, and remember 
more than I have seen.”

Disraeli, quoted in Condé 
Nast Traveller

“A bone to the dog is not 
charity. Charity is the bone 

shared with the dog, 
when you are just as hungry 

as the dog.”
Jack London, quoted on 

Firstpost.com

“Remember, it’s not who 
you know – it’s whom.”
Joan Rivers, quoted in 

The Times

“The public! The public! 
How many fools does it take 

to make up the public?”
French writer Sebastien 

Chamfort, quoted in 
The Sunday Times

You have to feel some pity for The 
Guardian, said Brendan O’Neill on 
Spiked.com. For a decade, it bravely 
fought to have ten of Prince Charles’s 
letters to ministers made public, in 
the hopes of exposing him as an 
aloof, meddling menace. Last week, 
it finally won that battle – and what 
did the letters show? That the heir to 
the throne is, at heart, a Guardianista: 
a man who frets about overfishing, 
the dominance of supermarket 
giants, and the provision of healthy 
school meals. The letters were, in 
some ways, revelatory, said The 
Daily Telegraph. Who knew that the survival of 
the “dear old albatross” depended on that of the 
Patagonian toothfish? But if anything, they 
enhance the Prince’s standing rather than 
diminish it, showing him to be polite, well-
informed and public-spirited. There’s no sense 
that he uses his exalted position to further his 
own interests; in most of the letters, he is 
speaking up for those whose voices usually go 
unheard. Nor does he force his views down 
ministers’ throats: on the contrary, he is 
“invariably apologetic about bothering them”. 

In these ten letters, most people are 
sure to find something they agree 
with, said Tom Peck in The 
Independent. And many pertain to 
areas in which the Prince has 
“expertise” – for instance, the 
quality of the Armed Forces’ 
equipment in Iraq, and organic 
farming. Yet these are not 
politically neutral subjects. Nor are 
all the Prince’s views sensible, said 
The Times – not least his faith in 
homoeopathic medicine. But it’s 
not the content of the letters that 
really matters; it is the fact that 

Charles sent them. A letter from the heir to the 
throne is not just a letter, but a form of pressure, 
here exerted on a government that exists to serve 
the electorate, not the royal family. No missive 
from an ordinary person would command such 
attention. Maybe not, said Simon Jenkins in The 
Guardian; but just because the Prince’s “black 
spider memos” were read doesn’t mean they 
were heeded. In almost every case, his views 
– which were in any case well-known – were 
politely brushed off. Yet their publication is a 
victory for transparency.

Between a rock and a 
hard place – no phrase 
better expresses the 
horrific plight of Syria’s 
hapless population, 
even as ISIL militants 
entered the first century 
Roman ruins of 
Palmyra, a Unesco 
World Heritage site, 
after seizing the town 
next to the ancient 
ruins, said BBC News. 
It is equally symbolic  
of the possible fate of its 
ruler Bashar al-Assad. 
Commenting on the 
dismal situation, The Economist said, “It is hard 
to find a sitting ruler with more blood on his 
hands than Syria’s Bashar Assad”. 

Likewise, new footage obtained by Al-Jazeera, 
shot on board a Syrian military helicopter, 
contradicts the dictator’s claim that his forces 
have never used barrel bombs. The video 
footage, shows an airman crouching inside a 
Syrian military helicopter, chatting to his 
neighbour as he lights the fuse of a barrel bomb, 
said The Telegraph. “Once the white touch 
paper is burning, the man casually pushes the 
weapon out of the aircraft and sends it hurtling 
towards the ground,” says the report, which also 
cities Amnesty International’s estimation that at 
least 11,000 lives have been lost since 2012, 
with 85 barrel bombs dropped on the city of 
Aleppo, in raids so frequent “that the airmen 
behave as if they are following a mundane 
routine. They laugh and joke as they prime the 
weapons for use against their fellow Syrians”. 

This is a nation in 
utter ruins, financially 
and morally. So dire is 
the situation that at “a 
recent UN Security 
Council session some 
members broke down 
when they were shown 
a video of the aftermath 
of one attack and 
heard testimony from 
doctors who were  
at the scene”, said  
The Economist.

While the entire nation 
is blighted, the nation’s 

coastal provinces singularly highlight the dark 
dilemma of the Syrian populace: “There are fears 
that insurgents could take revenge on loyalists 
there. The coastal provinces have the country’s 
greatest concentration of Alawites, the sect to 
which Assad belongs and that contributes 
disproportionately to the military,” said New 
York Times. Further exposing the dangers of 
Assad’s slippery hold on his fractured nation, 
some factions, like Nusra, have openly called for 
revenge on Alawites. Conversely, anti-government 
activists have reported stepped-up bombing 
campaigns over towns and villages in Idlib 
Province, in the northeast corner of the country, 
as they are taken by insurgents. 

Coming back to once-idyllic Palmyra falling  
to ISIL, Rami Abdul Rahman, director of the 
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring 
group, said “There are no forces to stop them 
[entering the ruins]. But the important thing also  
is they now control 50% of Syria.” 

The Prince’s letters: What do they reveal?

Syria: In the ruins of Assad’s empire

Charles: Modest “spiders”

 Palmyra: A dark future? 

Wit &
Wisdom
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Golf Rory McIlroy won the 
Wells Fargo Championship, 
setting a new tournament 
record score of 267.
Tennis Novak Djokovic beat 
Roger Federer in straight sets 
to win the Italian Open. 
Football In Southampton’s 
6-1 victory over Aston Villa, 
Sadio Mané scored a hat-trick 
in 176 seconds – the fastest in 
Premier League history. West 
Brom beat Chelsea 3-0.
Rugby Union Leicester beat 
Northampton 22-14 to finish 
third in the Premiership and 
claim a place in the play-offs. 
Saracens qualified for the 
play-offs with their 68-17 win 
over London Welsh. 

“It is difficult to say which is more unbearable,” 
said Marina Hyde in The Guardian, “another 
instalment in the Kevin Pietersen saga, or watching 
England play cricket.” Last week, the debate over 
whether the controversial batsman should return 
to the national side “reared its head” again – 
hardly surprising, since last Tuesday he scored an 
unbeaten 355 for Surrey, the highest innings in the 
County Championship since 1994. And on that 
same day – his first as England’s director of cricket 
– Andrew Strauss confirmed that the 34-year-old 
would not be recalled, citing a “massive trust 
issue” between the two of them. Their mutual 
loathing is well-known: in 2012, Pietersen called 
Strauss a  t*** in Afrikaans in a text message to 
members of the South Africa team; last year, 
Strauss was recorded repaying the insult to his 
former teammate.

England have treated Pietersen “shabbily”, said Simon Jenkins in 
The Guardian. He is “one of the great players of his age”, the 
prolific run-scorer that England’s cricket fans “crave”. No one 
doubts that he has an “outsized ego”, but he recently appears to 
have “mended his ways”. Pietersen was so desperate for a recall 
that he took a massive pay cut to return to county cricket – which 
is exactly what Colin Graves, the new chairman of the England 

and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), said he had to do 
if he wanted to be considered for selection. Strauss 
may talk about trust, but his nemesis is the one 
who has been betrayed. It’s true that Pietersen has 
clashed with his former teammates, said Tony 
Allen-Mills in The Sunday Times. And he did 
himself no favours with his no-holds-barred 
autobiography, published last autumn, in which 
he accused Stuart Broad and James Anderson of 
bullying other players. But disagreement need not 
be a “barrier to success”. To take one example, 
Andy Cole has been frank about his longstanding 
“loathing” for Teddy Sheringham, yet the two 
strikers thrived together in Manchester United’s 
treble-winning side.

But there was simply no way Pietersen could slot 
back into the England team, said Oliver Holt in The Mail on 
Sunday. In fact, it would have “split” the side in two. Last week, 
rumours circulated that several players – including Alastair Cook, 
the captain – had been considering quitting if Pietersen were 
recalled. English cricket may be in a “mess” – but if Pietersen had 
returned, “it would be in an even bigger mess”. A recall would 
have been a “crowd-pleasing move”… and totally misguided. 
Strauss made a “brave” decision. Finally, someone at the ECB 
has provided “a glimpse of authority and vision”. 

Cricket: Has Kevin Pietersen been “shabbily” treated?

Is Nigel Pearson manager of the year? There’s a 
case for saying so, said Ben Findon in The Sunday 
Telegraph. On Saturday, the Leicester City coach 
completed “a magnificent escape act”. His side’s 
0-0 draw with Sunderland put them four points 
clear of the relegation zone, guaranteeing their 
Premier League survival. It’s an astonishing 
turnaround for a team that was “at the foot of the 
table” as recently as early April. But in their eight 
matches since then, Leicester have been “a side 
transformed”: they have won six games and lost 
only once – to Chelsea.

Before the season began, many pundits tipped Leicester for 
relegation, said Matthew Syed in The Times. And the early signs 
were very poor indeed: there was little depth to the Foxes’ 
“threadbare” squad. By early February, when they had won just 
four matches, they were widely regarded as “doomed” – and the 
club appeared to have fired Pearson, only to reinstate him the 

same day. But in April, something changed. 
Suddenly, Leicester started to play with “intensity, 
drive, the sense of the players communicating 
belief”. And they began to benefit from luck: 
“benign refereeing decisions, lucky rebounds”. 
After 140 days at the bottom of the table, Leicester 
kept rising and are now 14th. Even during the team’s 
losing streak, “performances regularly outstripped 
results”, said Louise Taylor in The Guardian. 
“Frustrating” as that was, it gave the players 
“hope”. And, crucially, Pearson managed  

to “retain their faith”. He has a “dour, occasionally awkward 
facade”, and his behaviour can be odd: last month, he accused  
a journalist of being an “ostrich”. But he possesses an effective 
combination of “emotional intelligence and tactical sharpness”. 
Pearson “considers nothing more important than making time to 
talk to players”, taking a genuine interest in their lives. In an era 
when many managers are “blinded by blizzards of statistics”, he 
understands the importance of the “human touch”.

Football: Leicester’s “magnificent escape”

Pietersen: 355 not out 

Rugby Union: Tuilagi is “banished” from England

Pearson: The “human touch”

Sporting headlines

Manu Tuilagi’s reputation “lies in 
tatters”, said Mick Cleary in The 
Daily Telegraph. The 23-year-old 
Leicester Tigers centre was 
convicted of assault ing two 
female police officers and a taxi 
driver, and ordered to pay a 
$9,680 fine. It’s not his first 
indiscretion: during the 2011 
World Cup in New Zealand, he 
was fined for jumping off a ferry; 
in 2013, he was photographed 
making a bunny-ears gesture behind David 
Cameron’s back. But “this is something else 
entirely”. Stuart Lancaster, the England coach, 
has decided to “banish” him from the side until 
next year, ruling Tuilagi out of the World Cup this 
autumn. And he is right to do so: the coach has 
always demanded that players “represent” 
England both on and off the pitch. Lancaster 

had been “faithful” to Tuilagi 
despite his injuries – but the 
centre has thrown that trust 
“back in his face”.

Actually, this fracas could be a 
“blessing” in disguise, said 
Stuart Barnes in The Times. 
England have been overly reliant 
on Tuilagi ever since Lancaster 
took over in 2011. The coach now 
has an opportunity to put his faith 

in Bath’s Jonathan Joseph, who has flourished 
during Tuilagi’s absence from injury, pairing up 
with the “exquisite” George Ford. If that duo 
plays alongside Saracens’ Brad Barritt at the 
World Cup, England will have the “balance” they 
have long lacked. Without  Tuilagi, they have 
learned to play with the ball in hand. His ban 
“ensures that this progress will not be lost”.

Tuilagi: A blessing in disguise?
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A God in Ruins
by Kate Atkinson
Little, Brown, $28

“Kate Atkinson just keeps getting 
better,” said Amy Gentry in the 
Chicago Tribune. Revisiting a 
secondary character from 2013’s 
acclaimed Life After Life, Atkinson’s 
“achingly beautiful” 10th novel 
scrambles chronology as it follows 
Teddy Todd from a plush English 
childhood to harrowing duty as a 
World War II fighter pilot to a long, 
quiet postwar life marked by the 
contrast between his decency and the 
inexplicable resentment of his only 
daughter. In his postwar years, Teddy, 
a would-be poet, initially comes 
across as a bit of a loser, said Ellis 
Avery in The Boston Globe. But as  
I watched him stoically weather his 
daughter’s slights, “his apparent 
mediocrity began to read as humility, 
even heroism.” By emphasising the 
ordinariness of Teddy’s existence 
before and after the war, Atkinson 
makes us aware of the millions of 
Teddys lost to 20th-century fighting. 
The achievement of this “staggeringly 
gorgeous” book is that it “generates 
suspense and wonder from the most 
modest of materials and the most 
majestic: a single life”.

The Good Story: Exchanges 
on Truth, Fiction and 
Psychotherapy 
by J M Coetzee and  
Arabella Kurtz
Random House, $16
 
What might be going 
on inside the mind of 
a man who has won 
the Booker twice and 
a Nobel Prize for his 
writing? Well, the 
infamously reticent 
and media-shy John 
Maxwell Coetzee is 
out with a book that 
reveals his written 
exchanges with 
psychologist Arabella 
Kurtz. The Good Story, comprised of a 
series of exchanges between Coetzee 
and Kurtz, “explores the possibility that 
the practices of psychoanalysis and 
novel-writing might have something 
useful to say to each other. Both, after 
all, are concerned with the potency of 
stories – the patients’ personal story 
established through the therapeutic 
process, and the novelist’s imaginative 
fiction”, says The Independent. Kurtz’s 
pieces are replies to Coetzee’s questions, 
and are insightful for both disciplines. 
Coetzee’s anxieties seem to stem from the 
apparent self-indulgence of the writerly 

enterprise: “It must be evident to you 
that I don’t have much respect for 
reality … If the world of my fictions is  
a recognisable world, that is because [I 
say to myself] it is easier to use the 
world at hand than to make up a new 
one.” As a writer brought up in South 
Africa and now resident in Australia, 
Coetzee has long been preoccupied  

with the potency of 
colonial narratives 
and past injustices. Our 
forefathers were brutal 
and inhumane in their 
treatment of indigenous 
populations, he 
remarks, yet they 
themselves felt justified 
by their own story. And 
today we seem able to 
square respect for our 
ancestors with an 

acknowledgement of their inhumane 
behaviour. How can this be? In decades to 
come, will our descendants be equally 
horrified by our treatment of immigrants? 
The discussion returns to its literary 
parameters with a chapter on Austerlitz 
by German writer and academic WG 
Sebald. For Coetzee, Selbald’s work 
includes identity conflict that is essential 
for fiction: “The character who is 
[comfortable] from beginning to end, 
cannot, in fact, be written about.” It is the 
broken or wounded narrative, suppressed 
and repressed, that produces the dynamic 
energy of a good story.

Novel of the week

Goebbels
by Peter Longerich
Bodley Head, $47

“The Nazi era is viewed by posterity as a time of 
darkness, and so of course it was for civilised 
people,” said Max Hastings in The Sunday 
Times. “But consider what it was like for the 
gangsters who, within a few short years, were 
translated from richly deserved obscurity to 
mastery of Germany.” Few exploited the Third 
Reich more effectively than Joseph Goebbels, 
born in the Rhineland in 1897, the son of a clerk. 
“Skinny, mean-featured, club-footed, a failed playwright, as 
Hitler’s propaganda chief he was empowered to purchase 
mansions and fill them with flunkies at the expense of the 
state.” He ran the film industry and told journalists what to 
write in their newspapers. “He hounded Jews to poverty and 
death with even more enthusiasm than most of his comrades, 
and helped himself at will to women – endless women.” Peter 
Longerich’s new biography “comprehensively” details 
Goebbels’ career. He shows, interestingly, that Hitler had his 
doubts about Goebbels, who was never consulted about big 
decisions; whereas, as Goebbels wrote in his diary, Hitler meant 
“Everything! Everything!” to him.

Longerich, professor of German history  
at Royal Holloway, “offers a compelling 
chronicle”, said Nigel Jones in The 
Spectator. This is “not because he writes 
with sparkle – German historians rarely  
do that and no fewer than three translators 
don’t help the plodding style – but because 
the book is based on Goebbels’s own caustic 
words”. He was a prolific diarist, making 
him “our most important eyewitness to the 
Nazi era from the early days of the party’s 
struggle to the Götterdämmerung in 
burning Berlin”. Hitler was intimately 
involved in Himmler’s marriage, said Roger 
Boyes in The Times: he was in love, albeit 
chastely, with Goebbels’s wife Magda. The 
couple spent many evenings with Hitler in 
the chancellery, watching films; Hitler would 

often drop by at the family’s apartment. When Goebbels’s affair 
with the actress Lida Baarova led to Magda asking for a divorce, 
Hitler gave him the choice between giving up his lover or his job. 
And when Hitler killed himself in the bunker, Goebbels and 
Magda took their own lives and those of their children.

While you “don’t expect to enjoy a biography of a Nazi leader”, 
this book is “a gruelling experience”, said Keith Kahn-Harris in 
The Independent. This is partly due to Longerich’s prose, but 
mainly due to Goebbels’ “repellent nature”. Like many of his 
senior colleagues in the Nazi party, he was evil and deluded –  
yet had “an extraordinary ability to transform the world”.

Book of the week

The Goebbels with Hitler 
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Best books… Harold Bloom
Harold Bloom’s new book, The Daemon Knows, celebrates 12 writers whose works shaped what 
he calls the “American Sublime”. Below, the esteemed scholar and critic praises five benchmark 
volumes by some of those novelists and poets. volumes by some of those novelists and poets. 

The Vaccines
English Graffiti (Columbia)

The Vaccines’ ambitions 
for their third album are 
a little different to the 
yawn-worthy answer 
“we made this record 
for ourselves”, said 
NME.com. Instead, 

frontman Justin Young says, the band 
“wanted to make something that sounds 
amazing next year and then terrible in ten 
years!” Even when English Graffiti sounds 
like The Vaccines, it’s a kitschier, more 
colourful, hyper-stylised version. 

Unknown Mortal Orchestra
Multi-Love (Fat Possum)

On the new album from 
the Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra, “the intimacy, 
awkwardness and 
emotional nakedness on 
display might have been 
hard to take were they 

not wrapped in the sweetest, catchiest, most 
impeccably crafted music they have made”, 
says Andy Beta on NPR.org. Ecstatic and 
graceless, loving yet threatened, the band 
explores these complex interactions on their 
strongest album to date.

The Scarlet Letter by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne (Dover, 
$4.50). Hester Prynne remains 
the grandest, most poignant, 
and most enduring female 
character in American literature. 
She is America’s truest feminist 
in that she will not yield to the 
Puritan morality that condemns 
her and her heroic sexuality.

Wallace Stevens: Collected 
Poetry and Prose (Library 
of America, $40). Stevens 
spoke for the voice that is 
great within us. His poetry, 
fecund and beautiful in its 

relation of sound to sense, 
was dedicated to our 
accepting things as they are – 
the enterprise of making 
friends with the necessity of 
dying. His poems have helped 
me to live my life.

Hart Crane: Complete 
Poems and Selected 
Letters  (Library of America, 
$40). My favourite American 
poet, Hart Crane, destroyed 
himself at 32. Despite his 
truncated career, Crane stands 
with Whitman and Stevens at 
the apex of our national 

poetry. I have loved Crane’s 
poetry for three-quarters of a 
century, since I received an 
immortal wound when I first 
read him at the age of ten.

Leaves of Grass and Other 
Writings  by Walt Whitman 
(Norton, $22). Whitman’s 
poetry defines what is 
American and not European 
in our national literary 
tradition. Its originality and 
humane stance have a healing 
function, which is what he so 
deeply desired. Whitman was 
more than our greatest poet. 

I would go so far as to 
nominate him as Abraham 
Lincoln’s only rival for the 
greatest American.

Moby-Dick by Herman Melville 
(Bantam, $5). Melville’s 
magnificent prose epic is at 
once a superb sea yarn and a 
profound critique of Yahweh, 
source of the unwarranted 
suffering of Job. I cannot think 
of any oth er American fictive 
prose as memorable and 
transfixing as that with which 
Melville constructs his tragic 
vision of Captain Ahab.

New albums

Don’t miss...

Gig of the week: The Objektivity Showcase 
by DJ Dennis Ferrer

28 May, 10pm to 3am, O2 Nightclub, 
Sofitel The Palm, East Crescent Road, 
The Palm Jumeirah, Dubai, UAE

Ferrer, whose career kick-started in the 
’90s when he was producing techno 
tunes as Morph, enjoyed something of 
a renaissance in 2009 with the piano 
driven “Sinfonia Della Notte”, from 
the album Strictly Rhythm, and his 
huge single “Hey Hey”, from 
Objektivity. It’s been full-steam ahead 
since then, said Hype. Over the past 
nine years, his label has nurtured such 
talents as André Hommen, Andrea 
Oliva, Nasser Baker, The Martinez 
Brothers, Nick Curly, Mark Fancuilli 
and Télépopmusik amongst others. 
Ferrer is no slouch in the studio either. 
Describing producing as his “first 
love”, Ferrer’s new full-length artist 
album, Paranoia Aftermath, is expected 
to drop in the second half of the year. 
“I make records, that’s what made me, 
that’s who I am,” he said. 

Mzungu – The Aimless Wanderer
Until July, La Galerie Nationale, 
Al Quoz 1, Street 8, Alserkal Avenue, 
Unit 27, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Titled “Mzungu – The Aimless 
Wanderer”, the photographs of Beirut-
born photographer Christian Gammachi 
take you on a bike journey from South 
Africa to Djibouti in 2014. Muzungu is 
a Swahili word that means someone 
who wanders aimlessly and is in 
current usage sometimes used to 
describe a foreigner. It is the term 
the residents used to call Gammachi 
as he explored and photographed 
their lands.

Food Blogging Workshop
29 May, 2-6 pm, Dubai International 
Writers’ Centre, House No. 290, 
Al Shindhaga Area, Dubai, UAE, 
www.diwc.ae

Is food your life-blood and writing 
your passion? If your answer is yes, 
then it sounds like you should be a 
blogger. Learn the tips and tricks 
to writing the perfect blog with 
renowned food writer Dianne Jacobs. 
With the help of exercises and 
examples, you’ll have all the tools 
you need to paint the perfect picture 
of the perfect meal.

Best of rest



30 ARTS Film

THE WEEK 24 MAY 2015

This “hugely imaginative, genuinely 
unsettling dissection of current online 
discontents” takes place entirely on the 
screen of one teenager’s laptop: her 
messaging app, Instagram, Facebook, email 
and browser, said Donald Clarke in Irish 
Times. You could view it as “a rare 
imaginative variation on the found-footage 
genre”. It is also, despite inner split-screens 
and jump-cuts, technically a “single-
shot” movie in the vein of Rope or 
Russian Ark. Most unusually of all, “this 
moral horror” is surely “the first film ever that will play best on 
a laptop”. This is no reason not to see Unfriended in the 

cinema. The story begins in dubious 
territory by showing us footage of a 
suicide that resulted from the spread  
of an embarrassing video shot at a 
debauched party. Six teenagers come 
together on Skype to ponder this while 
attention meanders among other 
communication programmes on their 
desktops. But who is this anonymous user 
who keeps intruding on their conversation? 
Is it the dead girl seeking revenge from 
beyond the grave? Is it merely a spoofer 

playing a cruel prank? Before too long, the kids are being knocked 
off in a contemporary version of And Then There Were None. 

Unfriended ★★★★

Unsettling take on contemporary internet culture   Dir: Levan Gabriadze   Dur: 1hr 23mins   (15+)

This “provocative, thoroughly modern” 
war movie “makes Clint Eastwood’s 
American Sniper look slow to find its 
target”, said Robbie Collin in The Daily 
Telegraph. Like that recent record-
setting hit, Good Kill concerns a soldier 
who’s been given a God’s-eye view of 
human slaughter. 

Ethan Hawke stars as a pilot who sits 
in Nevada raining mayhem on targets 
halfway around the world from a drone 
he controls by remote. Hawke has been good lately, and the 
chance to play Tommy Egan, a stoic undone by his duties, 

“stirs him to another performance of 
cogency and zeal”, said Anthony Lane 
in The New Yorker. Alas, “other folk 
are barely a blip on Tommy’s radar”, 
including his wife (January Jones),  
and the movie suffers for it. 

Again and again, the script “lets 
Hawke down”, saddling Tommy’s 
colleagues with preachy, “frequently 
awful” dialogue, said Linda Holmes on 
NPR.org. Still, the chilling air strikes 

themselves almost save the movie. Its “greatest strength” lies in 
its ability to make the concept of remote warfare tangible.

Good Kill ★★

A drone operator comes unglued   Dir: Andrew Niccol   1hr 45mins   (15+)

Even as France seeks to engage its 
disillusioned and impoverished 
minorities in the squalid suburbs of 
its swanky cities, a critically-acclaimed 
film with a “raw emotional urgency 
and energy” offers audiences an 
unflinching view of a reality beyond 
the Eiffel Tower or Champs-Élysées. 
An “engrossing story” of a young 
woman of colour defining her own 
identity vis-a-vis the various spheres 
of support in her life – family, school, 
friends and so forth – Céline 
Sciamma’s Girlhood advances the 
French auteur’s thematic concerns 
with how society attempts to force 
teenage girls into familiar categories, “when the individuals 
themselves don’t conform so easily”. Like his former works, 
Water Lilies and Tomboy, Sciamma “pushes past superficial 
anthropological study to deliver a vital, nonjudgmental 
character study”, this time following 16-year-old Marieme  
as she seeks her path amid a “girl gang”, said Variety.

Once Marieme embarks on a relationship, however secret, she 
senses that she has mysteriously graduated away from something 
that had so recently seemed all-consuming: desire. An entirely 
alien gamut of emotions and loyalty conflicts come into play, and 
our protagonist must figure out if or how it is possible to absorb 
the boys’ machismo, while retaining the social capital she has 
suddenly amassed from her bande de filles (girl gang). Her 

identity comes into traumatised conflict 
with the pigeon-holed roles inflicted on 
her gender in a milieu such as this. “A 
persistent and poignant image for 
Sciamma is Marieme playing FIFA 
games: too often, PlayStation or Xbox 
scenes are a filmmaker’s cliché for 
underclass aimlessness, but Sciamma 
shows that for Marieme it is a remnant 
of glory on the real-life sports field. 
FIFA is a feminist issue in this film: it’s 
an arena in which, crucially, Marieme 
could meet the boys on equal terms – if 
they’d let her,” says Peter Bradshaw in 
The Guardian.

Girlhood carries the familiar markers of a banlieue movie: 
brutalist tower blocks, long rides on suburban trains to reach 
central Paris, faceless fast-food joints open late into the night. 
It is indeed ironic and telling that for a nation that relies so 
heavily on tourism dollars, the only glimpse of the Eiffel 
Tower here is a faux monument on a mini-golf course. But, 
with its blue palette and female energy, Girlhood also seems to 
be saying that there is more to this world than drab 
monochrome and masculine aggression, said The Economist. 
Interestingly, the film does not feature a single veiled girl, nor 
any reference to religion. For all the willingness of French 
filmmakers to engage with the contemporary drama of multi-
ethnic banlieue France, jihad and radicalisation still remain, 
for the time being, “off limits”.

Girlhood in France’s battered banlieues  ★★★★

An unflinching view of a reality beyond the Eiffel Tower   Dir: Céline Sciamma   1hr 59mins   (18+) 

“Raw emotional urgency”
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There are 
very few  
20th-century 

musicians who have been 
both game-changing 
innovators and beloved 
popular entertainers, said 
Charles Shaar Murray in The 
Guardian. Louis Armstrong – 
who charmed the world and 
virtually invented the concept 
of the jazz soloist – was 
certainly one. B.B. King, who 
has died, aged 89, was 
another. The impact of his 
playing on blues guitar, and 
by extension rock guitar, is 
immeasurable: it’s hard to 
imagine how Jimi Hendrix or 
Eric Clapton, to name but 
two, would have sounded 
without his influence. But King was not just a musical genius; 
he was also a “consummate entertainer” whose “expansive 
stage presence, enveloping generosity of spirit, and ability to 
put virtually any crowd at their ease” lifted him from the 
Mississippi cotton fields to the world’s biggest stages. And the 
“nice guy” persona was no act: in his 65 years in the industry, 
no one ever had a bad word to say about B.B. King. 

The great grandson of a slave, Riley B King was born in 1925 
in a hamlet outside Itta Bena, Mississippi, said The Daily 
Telegraph. His parents were share-croppers, and he grew up in 
a shack on a plantation where he would start work aged seven. 
His father left when he was four; his mother died when he was 
nine, and the grandmother who had taken over his care soon 
followed. “The Blues,” he’d later say, “was bleeding the same 
blood as me.” By the time he was 14 he’d witnessed a lynching 
and he was living on the plantation alone, easing his loneliness 
by talking to wild squirrels, while supporting himself by picking 
cotton, and then driving a tractor in the cotton fields. “Cotton 
surrounded my life and invaded my dreams,” he recalled. “I 
saw it, felt it, dealt with it every day in a thousand ways.” 

King began singing gospel music at church, where he was 
introduced to the guitar by his pastor – and was immediately 
hooked. Back home, he made his own instrument from a broom 
handle and taught himself to play. He had his first contact with 
the blues on his great aunt’s wind-up phonograph, listening to 
the likes of Lonnie Johnson and “Blind” Lemon Jefferson. Then 
he heard the Delta blues, with its emphasis on the bottleneck 
slide, being played on the radio during a break from the field. 
Busking on the streets after work, he tried singing spirituals, 
and rarely got more than an encouraging 
pat on the head. But when he sang the 
blues, people threw him their coins – so 
that’s what he stuck to. 

Aged 22, having completed his military 
service in a black company in the US Army, 
he hitchhiked to Memphis, to live with a 
cousin, the legendary blues man Bukka 
White. Playing in the clubs on Beale Street, 
he found he could make more than twice as 
much as he ever earned on the plantation. 
He was able to buy his own phonograph, 
and absorb a whole range of sounds, both 
live and on record, from Count Basie’s Big 
Band and Louis Jordan’s jump blues to – 
perhaps most significantly of all – the great 
electric guitar pioneer T-Bone Walker. As his 

reputation spread, he got a job as  
a DJ on a local black radio station, 
where he was dubbed Beale Street 
Blues Boy, which was shortened to 
Blues Boy King, and then B.B. King. 
All the while, he was honing his rich, 
rasping vocals and developing the 
unique vibrato-laden note-bending 
sound he achieved on the guitars he 
always called Lucille. The name dated 
back to the winter of 1949. King was 
playing in a bar in Twist, Arkansas, 
when a brawl broke out, and a bucket 
in which a kerosene fire was burning 
got kicked over. With fire spreading 
like a river, everyone rushed to the 
exit, including King. But when he got 
outside, he realised he’d left his guitar 
behind. He raced back in, with the 
building starting to collapse around 
him. Later, he discovered that two 

men had died in the blaze, and that it had been caused by a fight 
over a woman called Lucille. He decided to give the name to his 
guitar, to remind him not to fight over women – nor rush into 
burning buildings.

After his first hit in 1951, “Three O’ Clock Blues”, King went 
on the road – and never came back, said The New York Times. 
For years, he toured what some called the “Chitlin” circuit, 
playing black theatres and road houses from Alabama to New 
York City. It was a gruelling schedule: in 1956, he played no 
fewer than 342 one-night stands. Travelling with his band, he 
ate in segregated restaurants, was forced to use segregated  
restrooms, and faced constant harassment from the cops. Once, 
in Louisiana, one of the rare occasions when he played to a white 
audience, the band was asked to perform behind a white sheet. 
They were fit to be heard, but not seen. “I’ve put up with more 
humiliation than I care to remember,” he wrote in a memoir. 

In the early Sixties, blues fell out of favour with black music buyers, 
and his career flatlined. Then, in 1968, he had what he came to think 
of as his commercial breakthrough. He’d been booked to play at the 
Fillmore in San Francisco, which had previously been a black theatre 
but was now a centre of the hippie counter-culture. Driving up, he 
saw lots of “long-haired whites” queueing outside, and figured he 
must have come to the wrong place. The promoter assured him that 
he had not. Then he introduced him to the sold-out crowd with the 
words: “Ladies and gentlemen, I bring you the chairman of the 
board… B.B. King!” At that point, “Everybody stood up, and I 
cried,” King recalled. He released his biggest hit, the rasping, 
anguished “The Thrill is Gone”, the next year.

Though he never had another major hit, he 
continued to give hundreds of concerts a year, all 
over the world. He played at the White House 
and the Vatican (to John Paul II), and with U2 
and the Rolling Stones. He won 15 Grammies, 
and was inducted into both the Rock and Roll 
and the Blues Foundation halls of fame. He had 
15 children by several women (it was, he once 
said, the only thing he thought society might 
judge him badly for), but was apparently a 
generous parent, who put his grandchildren,  
and several of his great grandchildren, through 
college. They called him the King of the Blues.  
It wasn’t something he ever called himself: he 
insisted he didn’t deserve the title. But “I learned 
one thing a long time ago,” he once reflected. 
“When people say something positive about 
you, you smile and say thanks.” 

B.B. King
1925-2015

The cotton picker who became the King of the Blues

King pictured in 2013

King soon after his “commercial success”
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UAE: Beautiful homes in Dubai 

 Greece: This charming two-level villa overlooking the blue 
Aegean Sea is ideally located in a popular residential area in 
Mykonos. The property comprises a main house and a guest 
cottage with a bedroom, living room and fitted kitchen. The 
main house includes 5 beds with en suites spread across the top 
level, each complete with a dressing room and balcony. On the 
ground floor are the open space living areas with a fireplace, 
dining and kitchen. Outdoors include a garden, pool, barbeque 
deck and an alfresco covered-dining deck. 
$5.4m; Savills (+30 210) 6996 311.

International: A Lake Geneva property and a Greek villa 

 Dubai: This family home is part of  
the Polo Homes development in the 
exclusive Arabian Ranches community. 
The spacious residence offers two floors 
of bright and luxurious living spaces. 
The ground floor incorporates 4 large 
family areas, a formal dining area, study, 
contemporary kitchen, back kitchen and 
a ground floor en suite bedroom. The 
first floor is made up of five large double 
bedrooms, all en suite including a large 
master bedroom with lounge affording 
stunning views directly onto the polo 
pitch. Outdoors there are large 
expansive grounds for entertaining, 
complete with a private pool and dining 
area. Amenities include 6 allocated 
parking, communal gymnasium and 
tennis court.
$7.7m; Luxhabitat (+971 4) 550 8335.

 Switzerland: Overlooking Lake Geneva and the mountains beyond this 
Swiss-style villa is located near Lausanne. The 1,000sq.m. home is arranged over 
three floors and surrounded by 2,600sq.m. of gardens. Ground floor comprises 
multiple reception rooms with access to an outdoor terrace and master suite 
with its own sitting room, balcony, dressing room and further 3 beds. There are 
4 beds and 2 baths on the second floor. The lower ground floors contain cellars, 
storage rooms, utility room and guest bedroom. There is underground parking 
for nine cars and private access to the lake with private dock.
Price on Application; Emile Garcin (+41 22) 700 1653.
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 East Sussex: Hailsham Grange, 
Hailsham. A fine Grade II former 
rectory with stunning gardens, 
inspired by Sissinghurst Castle, 
which have been open to the public 
for more than 20 years, and include 
herbaceous borders, a parterre with 
clipped box hedging, a hornbeam 
walkway, summer house, a veg 
garden and a greenhouse. Master 
suite, 5/6 further beds, 2 further 
baths, breakfast/kitchen, 3 receps, 
conservatory, boot room, utility, 
cloakroom, cellar, self-contained 
nursery, coachhouse with 2 flats; 
0.74 acres. 
$1.94m-$2.09m; Batcheller 
Monkhouse (+44 1424) 775 577.

 Devon: Little Beacon, Pinhoe, Exeter.  A  
lovely regency house in beautiful, secluded walled 
gardens, with views to the Exe estuary and distant 
countryside. The south-facing gardens have a 
variety of trees and shrubs including a Scots  
Pine said to be more than 200 years old. Master 
suite, guest suite, 4 further beds, family bath, 
breakfast/kitchen, 2 receps, snug, pantry, 
cloakroom, boot room with WC, 2 loose boxes, 
forecourt, triple garage. A paddock is available 
by separate negotiation. 
$1.1m; Burgoynes (+44 1392) 499 823.

UK: Houses with lovely gardens

 Dubai: Offering stunning views of the  
Dubai coast and Jumeirah Island this 4-bed 
property is located in the prestigious Le 
Rêve Tower. The apartment covers an 
entire floor and incorporates luxurious 
detailing, quality finishes and smart home 
features throughout its 1,333sq.m. living 
area. Residents enjoy a host of amenities 
including 3 parking bays, chauffeur room, 
fully equipped gymnasium, expansive 
outdoor pool, a private spa and 24-hour 
concierge service and security. $20.4m; 
Knight Frank (+971 4) 451 2000.
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Stateside

300 E. Pike St., Seattle, US

Stateside sits in the western 
hemisphere, southeast of 
Capitol Hill’s Melrose 
Triangle. It’s heart, however, 
“lies in the eastern 
hemisphere, specifically 
Vietnam”, said Seattle Times. 
Palm-patterned wallpaper, 
pots of greenery and ceiling 
fans foster a relaxed, tropical 
tone in the airy, sea-foam 
storefront. Weathered wood, 
distressed paint and antiqued 
mirrors contribute the patina 
of age. Chef Eric Johnson was 
an expat for many years, 
cooking in Paris, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai. He returned to 
the US in 2010 and settled in 
Seattle, where he met Seth 
Hammond at a catering gig. 
Together they travelled to 
Vietnam, exploring ideas for 
Stateside, which opened last 
December. The banh mi at 
lunch was exceptional. What 
sets the restaurant apart are its 
house-made meats: chicken 
liver pâté; salty, sweet, dried 
meat floss, ie., think meat 
candy. In dish after dish, 
Johnson expertly nails the riot of taste sensations, colours, ingredients 
and sensory appeal that makes Vietnamese food so alluring.

Banh Mi Bakery

49 Lung Kong Road,  
Kowloon City, Hong Kong

Most food lovers associate 
Kowloon City with hotpot, the 
beef patties at Islam Food and 
Thai or Chiu Chow cuisine. In 
recent years, the area with low-
rise walk-ups has welcomed a 
number of cosy cafes which 
reflect the laid-back vibe and 
offer more international dining 
options. The latest one is Banh 
Mi Bakery, said South China 
Morning Post. The three-
month-old cafe is flanked by a 
noisy cha chaan teng and a car 
repair shop. But once inside, the 
pastel theme and plant decor 
are soothing and relaxing. Be 
prepared to wait in a queue, 
especially during weekends, as 
the staff do not rush through 
their work and guests are 
welcome to linger. Some 
recommendations include the 
fragrant grilled turmeric 
chicken, which comes with rice 
or cold noodles, and a selection 
of colourful rice rolls. The sous-
vide beef rib finger curry, which 
is one of their most popular 
dishes. For those craving 

caffeine, they make drip coffee with the famed Trung Nguyen 
Legendee Gold beans.

Ceviche Old St

2 Baldwin Street, London EC1, UK (+44 20) 3327 9463

You should “never judge any restaurant until you’ve tasted its 
deep-fried eel”, says Zoe Williams in The Daily Telegraph. At 

Ceviche Old St, a spacious, relaxed sister to the Peruvian eaterie in 
Soho, the eel comes with sea bass belly. It is “punchy, rich, street-y 

but suave” – one of the highlights of a (mostly) yummy dinner. 
Another stand-out dish was the lamb’s brain fritters. “Most things 

in the skull region are pretty divisive”: I loved the “mousse-y, 
almost frothy texture”; however, the expression on the face of my 
dining companion was more like: “Ew, really?” Of the ceviches 

we tried (raw fish cured in citrus juices) the hake was “exquisite”, 
the salmon a bit more ordinary. And one dish was a real shocker: 
bright-yellow cold mashed potato with sliced octopus in a purple 
mayonnaise on top and pink mayonnaise on the side. “It looked 
like deliberate trompe l’oeil, an additive-laden birthday cake that 

tastes like… octopus. But why?”

Roberto’s: A white asparagus spring-time dish 
Although white asparagus has been part  
of Italian cooking since the 13th century,  
year-by-year it only has a relatively short 
seasonal availability, usually during May. 
This week’s recipe comes from Roberto’s  
in DIFC, Dubai. Because the vegetable is 
available for such a short time the 
restaurant “decided to make a May-time 
menu focused on its delicate, unique 
flavour and texture”, says Andrea 
Mugavero, the restaurant’s head chef. 

Recipes of the week
White Asparagus Carpaccio with King Crab 

• 1 Bunch of white asparagus (from 
France or Italy)

• 400g Alaskan king crab
• 250g Romaine Lettuce
• 100g Sakura leaves
• 50 g pistachio from Sicily (toast)
• 80g crab dressing
• 1 tablespoon of crab stock
• 1 tablespoon of mayonnaise
• 1 teaspoon of ketchup
• 1 tablespoon of olive oil
• 1 lemon squeezed
• 2 dashes of Tabasco

• 2 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
• Salt and pepper

Blanch the king crab meat and set aside. 
While the meat is resting, mix together all  
of the ingredients to create the crab sauce. 
When this is done, set the sauce to one  
side too. Slice the white asparagus in a 
carpaccio style. Place the slices on a round 
plate, with six to eight peices layered.  
Mix the blanched king crab meat with 
the Romaine lettuce and ¾ of the crab 

dressing. After it is mixed, add salt and 
pepper to taste and mix again. Place the 
mixture in the centre of the plate. Then 
place the sakura leaves around the 
carpaccio asparagus. 

Lightly toast the pistachios in a pan 
and then use as a garnish once cooled. 
Garnish the plated dish with the toasted 
pistachios, salt and pepper, olive oil and 
the left over crab dressing. Serves four 
as a side dish or six as an appetiser. 



LEISURE 35Travel

24 MAY 2015 THE WEEK 

Discovering unexplored Italy
Don’t bother ever telling a Milanese or 
Florentine that you’re heading south to 
Calabria, said David Prior in Condé Nast 
Traveller. For Italians from anywhere other 
than the aforementioned toe of the boot, “the 
standard response is an incredulous, often 
dramatically drawn out, ‘Ma  perché?’ (‘But 
why?’).” But while Calabria in many ways 
has been a cursed place – its history marked 
by wars, earthquakes, and the demon grip of 
’Ndrangheta, the region’s crime syndicate – it 
harbours riches worth exploring and is 
learning to share them. When Pope Francis 
visited last year and excommunicated all 
’Ndrangheta members, a door opened. 
Calabria, many will now learn, owns a 
shoreline as spectacular as Amalfi’s, and 
coastal mountains dotted with ancient 
fortified towns. Of those, Tropea has to be 
the most dramatic and beautiful. “Teetering 
on a cliff above one of Italy’s purest white 
beaches, Tropea is a maze of narrow lanes 
and crumbling charm.” Caper bushes grow 
through cracks in the sidewalks, and the smell 
of fallen figs perfumes the air. Tropea comes 
alive each summer, as Calabrian families fill 
the beaches by day and bring their cheery 
energy to the pizza and gelato shops at night. 
Farther south, the pretty fishing village Scilla 
offers a clearer taste of the region’s distinctive 
cuisine. The swordfishermen head out each 
morning, and dried chillies hang from 

windows. When the bergamot trees are 
blossoming, the citrusy aroma is “sweet and 
thick”, and at sunset, the whole coastline 
glows violet. The bed-and-breakfast 
Agriturismo Dattilo is surrounded by 
1,200-year-old olive groves, “whose peculiar 
golden-brown colour complements the glow 
of the rolling hills in the afternoon light”. The 
owner, Roberto Ceraudo and other ambitious 
producers like him are creating hope for the 
area’s future – “a future in which Calabria 
writes its own destiny rather than accepting 
what fate hands it”. At Agriturismo Dattilo, 
rooms start at $40 a person (dattilo.it)

A French antidote to Disney
Puy du Fou is “a theme park without any 
rides”, says Angelique Chrisafis in The 
Guardian. Yet in France it is the second-most 
visited after Disneyland Paris. What people 
come for are its spectacular shows, in which 
casts of “thousands” take part in historical 
dramas based on everything from Roman 
gladiators to Richelieu’s Musketeers. The sets 
include a vast amphitheatre and a medieval 
castle. There’s sword fighting galore – the 
stunts are incredible – and amazing bird and 
animal displays, and the special effects are 
jawdropping. Mickey Mouse has nothing on 
this. Puy du Fou (www.puydufou.com) has 
two nights at a hotel with day tickets from 
$358 (family of four).

Fans of “Scandi-noir” could be 
forgiven for thinking that Sweden  
is a country of drab marshland and 
ceaseless rain. Visitors know different. 
Stockholm is, of course, one of 
Europe’s more glamorous capitals; 
and the eastern Baltic coast is popular 
for its peaceful beaches. But fly into 
Gothenburg, and head to the 
colourful fishing villages of Bohuslän, 
and you find something else again –  
a rugged coastline pebble-dashed by 
8,000 islands, many of them linked 
by bridges or ferries. This region is 
popular with Swedes, who come 
here in the summer to sail, eat 
seafood and drink but less visited by 
the foreigners. 

Heading north from Gothenburg towards Norway the roads “arc 
over vast lakes and wind through granite-strewn farmland”, say 
Levison Wood and Ashwin Bhardwaj in The Sunday Times. 
Before long, you reach Smögen – a pretty town nestling in its own 
harbour, where a wooden walkway has been built into the coast, 
like a pier gone sideways. You can see Smögen’s fishing heritage in 

its rows of clapboard houses and 
lobster pots that sprawl on the shore 
– yet these days, it is better known as 
a getaway for city dwellers: even in 
spring, it’s hard to get a seat for the 
shrimp salad at the Skarets bar  
and café. A little further north is 
Grebbestad, famed for its oyster beds. 
Kayaking between islands in these 
“extraordinarily clear waters”, you 
can see them growing on the sea 
bottom. But if it’s real isolation  
you’re after, you must head on to 
Fjällbacka, and take the ferry to the 
Weather Islands. This wild and rocky 
archipelago is the most westerly – and 
windy – point in Sweden. With the 
mainland far behind, and the ocean 
stretching out ahead, they seem “on 

the edge of the world”. At this time of year, the fiery light of the 
slowly setting sun illuminates the islands’ raw beauty, while 
making the sea “glow like lava”. For more information on 
travelling in Sweden see www.visitsweden.com. For accommodation 
options, including the one guest house on the Weather Islands,  
see www.westsweden.com

Getting the flavour of…
Hoanib Skeleton  
Coast Camp 
Damaraland, Namibia

You don’t have to sacrifice luxury 
for “the privilege of being more or 
less alone in the desert”, said Giles 
Foden in Condé Nast Traveller. This 
new camp off the Skeleton Coast 
has just eight guest tents, “but the 
word ‘tent’ doesn’t do them 
anything like justice”. Each has a 
polished concrete floor, a vast 
panel of glass across from the 
bed, and a white canvas roof that 
“swoops like a swan’s wing 
overhead”. Oryx wander freely 
through camp, and game drives 
provide a chance to spot 
elephants or some of the last 
desert-adapted lions in the world.
From $460 a person (wilderness-
safaris.com). 

Hotel of the week

Swedes come to “sail, eat seafood and drink” 

This week’s dream: Sweden’s wild and rocky west coast
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Newspapers/Facebook: in bed with the enemy?
Newspaper publishing groups, grappling with 
the question of how to build a profitable digital 
readership, have a new option, said  The 
Economist. They can hop into bed with 
Facebook. Last week, nine news firms – 
including The New York Times, The Guardian 
and National Geographic – agreed to become 
partners in a trial service, Instant Articles, 
which means they’ll publish some of their 
content on Facebook. Access to some 1.4bn 
Facebook users is not to be sniffed at – 
particularly since newspapers can either sell 
the ads appearing next to their stories, or let 
Facebook sell the space and take a 30% cut. 
But it’s likely to be“an uneasy partnership”, 
ramming home “Facebook’s growing clout in 
the news business”. It is already responsible for 
up to half the traffic heading to some news 
sites. This development will either “kill or save news on the web”, 
said Lara O’Reilly on BusinessInsider.com. It may help newspapers 

make the tricky transition into mobile news 
provision. Yet by moving into Facebook’s “arena”, 
they risk emaciating their own sites as well as 
losing control over which stories appear and 
where they are placed, along with forfeiting 
access to valuable data relating to readership 
behaviour. Some publishers, including Rupert 
Murdoch’s NewsCorp, want nothing to do with it.

They’re right to be wary, said Richard Waters in the 
Financial  Times. The games company Zynga 
provides a cautionary tale. Having initially “thrived” 
on Facebook, it blames changes made by the social 
network “for a rapid decline in its fortunes”.

 Yet once a few media companies join the 
scheme, “others will have little choice but to 
follow” if they don’t want their content “to be 

relegated by algorithm and become invisible”. Facebook has the 
news industry in quite a “bear hug”.

Dubai has been named the second most 
important international shopping 
destination globally for the fourth 
consecutive year, according to a report 
by real estate consultancy CBRE. About 
55.7% of retailers in Dubai are 
international brands while the city 
attracted 45 new global brands last  
year alone, CBRE’s 2015 edition of  
How Global is the Business of Retail 
report found. Some of the new brands 
that entered Dubai last year include 
Hollister, Cavalli Caffe and McQ 
Alexander McQueen.
Private equity firm Abraaj Group has 
announced that it will contribute around 
$30 million to the Auvest MENASA 
Opportunities Fund, which looks to 
invest in small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) in the region. The UAE-based 
firm said that it will take on the role of 
cornerstone investor in Auvest’s fund, 
which intends to raise between $250 to 
$300 million to finance SMEs across the 
Middle East, North Africa and South 
Asia region (MENASA).
Saudi Arabia’s March oil exports were at 
its highest in over 9 years. The OPEC 
heavyweight shipped 7.898 million 
barrels per day (bpd) of crude in March, 
up from 7.350 million bpd in February 
and 7.474 million bpd in January, figures 
supplied by Riyadh to the Joint 
Organisations Data Initiative (JODI) 
showed. That was the highest level since 
November 2005, when the kingdom 
shipped 7.962 million bpd, according to 
JODI, an international body set up to 
promote transparency in oil markets.

Gulf business

Paragon Diamonds: Lesotho will add to Dubai’s allure
Diamonds, by the way, are not forever – at least as far as supply is concerned. Declining 
deposits present a looming shortage but also an investment opportunity. “Although the 
rich have traditionally collected precious stones, diamonds have not been part of a formal 
portfolio of value, such as gold, cash and equities. However this may change as natural 
stones become harder to find, something on which a UK company with Emirati backing is 
hoping to capitalise,” said The National. AIM-listed Paragon Diamonds is developing the 
sizeable Lemphane Mine and has recently agreed to acquire another sizeable mine, the 
Mothae Mine, both in the tiny mountain kingdom of Lesotho, in southern Africa. In 
January, Paragon announced it had teamed up with International Triangle General 
Trading, a Dubai-based firm, for a debt and equity package of up to $28 million. “These 
investors are connected to the royal families of the UAE and Saudi Arabia,” says Hugo 
Philion, a member of the management team at Paragon, although he declined to name 
them. “Through them, we will be talking to some very interesting people who are 
interested in acquiring our sizeable supply of large investment grade diamonds direct from 
the mine, and intent on making Dubai the number one diamond centre in the world.”

Thomas Cook: Reputation in shreds
Talk about “blood money”, said The Mail on Sunday. The row engulfing Thomas Cook, 
following the deaths of two children from carbon-monoxide poisoning in a Corfu hotel 
in 2006, has intensified with the news that the tour operator pocketed at least $2.3m in 
compensation from the hotel group responsible. Among the expenses Thomas Cook 
demanded from Louis Group hotels (whose faulty boiler caused the deaths of Bobby and 
Christi Shepherd, aged six and seven) was the cost of sending “media advisers” to Greece 
to limit the damage to its reputation. That is rightfully now in shreds anyway. Before last 
week’s inquest, which found that Thomas Cook “breached its duty of care”, the tour 
operator had refused to apologise to the family for the insensitive way it had handled the 
tragedy – and “even mounted a legal bid to have the inquest scrapped”. The firm is now 
feeling the heat financially: shares slid this week, amid calls for a boycott, said Ben 
Martin in The Daily Telegraph. So it’s hardly surprising that a belated letter of apology to 
the parents from CEO Peter Fankhauser was condemned as “cynical” by the children’s 
parents. Ditto the sudden writing of a $2.3m cheque to the charity Unicef. “In years to 
come”, said The Independent, “students of the dark arts of spin will wonder how a 
company with the proudest name in travel could behave with such inhumanity.”

M&S: No longer pants
After 14 consecutive quarters of falling non-food sales, one of the biggest clothing retailer 
has finally thrown off its jinx, said The Daily Mail. The high street stalwart this week 
posted its first improvement in annual results in four years – pre-tax profits rose 6.1% to 
$1.03bn, beating analysts’ expectations. In another echo of happier times, M&S has also 
pledged to buy back $233m shares this year: its last buyback was in 2007. The turn-
around in fortunes can hardly come too soon for CEO Marc Bolland, who has taken five 
years to make good on the three-year turnaround plan he outlined in 2010, said Andrew 
Clark in The Times. 

Facebook: “Growing clout in news” 
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“Blink and you’ll miss it.” That sums up what the experts think 
about inflation turning negative in Britain for the first time since 
1960, says Larry Elliott. The dip to -0.1% is largely due to the 
halving of oil prices in the second half of last year, which is 
“almost certain” not to be repeated this year. Moreover, with 
wages growing at around 2% a year, and consumer confidence 
high, “the modest increase in real incomes” will probably “keep 
shop tills jangling in the months ahead”. So we’re not in the early 
stages of a debilitating Japanese-style deflation. Nonetheless, “a 
wary eye needs to be kept on the numbers” – particularly if 
employers “respond to falling inflation by making their pay offers 
less generous”. For the moment, Britain is enjoying “the good side 
of negative inflation”, but real deflation is “hard to shake off once 
it gets a grip”. One effect of it is to make paying off debt more 
expensive. Given Britain’s heavily indebted state, “even an outside 
risk” should therefore “be taken seriously”.

Prosecutors say human greed is to blame for the 2010 “flash crash”, 
but it’s the robots we should worry about, said James Surowiecki. 
Most trading today “has nothing to do” with a company’s 
fundamentals. “It’s all about what the market is going to do in the 
very short term – often a matter of milliseconds,” with much of the 
decision-making left to computers. Navinder Sarao is accused of 
“spoofing” these robot traders in 2010 with millions of fake buy and 
sell orders so he could buy low and sell high. Such shenanigans “are 
nothing new”, but market manipulators used to need actual assets 
and trades to make their schemes work. Now, “you just need to 
convince some robots that trades might happen” – mere “appearance 
begets reality”. And since high-speed firms tend to mimic one 
another’s moves, fake orders can unleash a cascade of actual 
buying and selling, with wild price swings in the blink of an  
eye. Automation hasn’t been all bad, of course; markets today  
are faster, cheaper and more efficient. But they are also 
“fundamentally less stable, and more prone to sudden and 
inexplicable breakdowns”. They are “moving themselves much 
of the time”. That’s how “a trillion dollars can vanish in a matter 
of minutes, even though the real world hasn’t changed at all”.

Pictures of bombs exploding in Yemen were the big market movers 
this week in a sign that turmoil in the Middle East has emerged as the 
main risk to the global financial system this year, said Andrew 
Critchlow in The Telegraph. “The world has spent the last six 
months basking in the glow of lower oil prices, which have effectively 
delivered a $1.3 trillion tax cut to developed economies in Europe 
and North America. However, the growing signs that a full-blown 
sectarian war between Sunni and Shia factions has broken out could 
easily shatter perceptions that the world has been freed from the yoke 
of $100 oil,” he said. Saudi Arabia and a clutch of Gulf states that 
control 20% of the world’s oil supplies are now effectively under 
siege on the Arabian Peninsula. Although, Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
are on the defensive, “they remain intact in the country’s mpenetrable 
mountains and ready to strike again once resupplied by Tehran”. 
Were terrorists to succeed in a major assault on the Kingdom’s  
well-guarded oil infrastructure the price of a barrel of crude would 
“skyrocket back to $100 in a heartbeat”. 

The collapse of US economic growth to “a 0.2% crawl” in the 
first quarter is being dismissed as “an aberration, a freak number, 
nothing to worry about”, says Patrick Hosking in the The Times. 
But is it the start of “a more persistent softer patch”? Wall Street 
doesn’t think so: the S&P 500 has inched to a new record. And 
yet, apart from some robust job numbers, the economic data 
really isn’t encouraging. Industrial output faltered in April, retail 
sales have posted their weakest growth in six years, and consumer 
confidence sank this month. Another reason for caution “is the 
remarkable reluctance to spend in the boardrooms of America”. 
Rather than channelling cash piles into R&D, expansion or 
diversification, corporations are scrambling to come up with ever-
bigger share-buyback plans. If the US, which accounts for a fifth 
of global demand, has “sneezed”, the rest of the world economy 
could be vulnerable. But there is a silver lining. “A slower-growth 
America and a more doveish Fed would work wonders in 
dissipating the recent jitters in the bond market.”

Middle East 
war is threat to 
world economy
Andrew Critchlow

The Telegraph

How robots 
can crash our 
markets
James Surowiecki

The New Yorker

We must keep
a wary eye
on deflation
Larry Elliott

The Guardian

How serious
is America’s
wobble?
Patrick Hosking

The Times

Tim Armstrong
When Tim Armstrong took 
over at AOL in 2009, his dad 
– a former Vietnam vet – told 
him to “do whatever it takes 
to be successful”, says  
Lucy Kellaway in the FT. 
Armstrong established a 
dictatorial regime, replete 
with hectoring monologues, 
intolerance of “loser talk”, 
and terrifying losses of 
temper. He notoriously fired 
one employee in front of 
1,000 others during a confer
ence call “simply because he 
had the nerve to take a 
photograph”. Management 
experts tell us that CEOs 
“who are a*******s no 
longer survive”.  Armstrong, 
who pocketed $180m last 
week after selling AOL to 
Verizon for $6.8bn, is proof 
this is nonsense. “If you 
enrich your shareholders – 
which you tend to do if you 
are hellbent on succeeding – 
you can be as nice or nasty 
as you like.”

Steve Hilton

David Cameron’s former 
director of strategy, now 
based in California, is 
currently promoting his new 
book, More Human, says 
Kamal Ahmed on BBC News 
online. In it, he argues that 
“the untrammelled growth 
of a political, business and 
media elite” has alienated 
voters. But it is Hilton’s 
views on banks that really 
catch the eye. He reckons 
that any big bank relying on 
“the implicit backstop of 
state funding” if things go 
wrong (i.e. most of them) 
should be treated as a public 
sector organisation – and its 
bosses paid accordingly. 
Renowned for “wandering 
around 10 Downing Street” 
in his socks, Hilton was 
credited with bringing “fresh 
air to the stuffy world of 
Whitehall”. Needless to say, 
this latest blast of ozone is 
not going down too well in 
the City of London.

City profiles
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3i Group
The Times
One reason to hold shares in 
this venture capital company is 
its dividend yield – boosted by 
recent disposals. 3i is now 
cash-positive, but disposals will 
continue. Despite uncertainty, a 
3.8% yield is worth having. 
Buy. 527.5p.

British Land
The Times
Shares in the London retail 
property fi rm are rising. 
Occupancy rates in its £13.6bn 
portfolio are at 98%, and with 
the property cycle yet to peak, 
BL has plenty of developments 
that will add to growth. Yields 
3.2%. Buy. 866.5p.

Brooks Macdonald Group
Investors Chronicle
After years of frenetic growth, 
the wealth manager has been 
investing in infrastructure. 
Shares now look cheap, with 
rising markets boosting assets 
and fees. A re-rating is under 
way. Buy. £15.68.

Mondi
The Daily Telegraph
The packaging giant has been 
enjoying steady demand and 
falling prices in wood, energy 
and chemicals, and is investing 
in factories. Strongly cash-
generative, with a very 
healthy balance sheet, and 
paying growing dividends. 
Buy. £14.14.

Plant Impact
The Mail on Sunday
This crop enhancement 
specialist has a deal with 
agrochemical giant Bayer to 
distribute Veritas, a technology 
that improves soya yields, 
throughout Latin America. 
Led by an experienced and 
ambitious team and set for 
growth. Buy. 53.75p.

Safestyle UK
Shares
This window and door fi rm 
offers a play on rising home 
improvement spend. Boosted 
by TV and digital marketing, 
its A-rated energy-effi cient 
products are cheaper than 
rivals’. Yields 5.5%. Buy. 185p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

Apple
The Daily Telegraph
Apple shares have had “an 
incredible run”, rising 250% in 
fi ve years. But smartphone 
sales in China have contracted 
by 4% and sales of larger-
screen phones are cannibalising 
iPad sales. This could be a 
challenging year. Sell. $125.86.

BP
Sharecast
BP has already undergone a 
non-core asset sell-off, but 
there’s an “overhang” from the 
2010 oil spill. Goldman Sachs 
has reduced crude price 
forecasts and fears dividends 
are under pressure. Its target 
price is 364p. Sell. 453.51p.

Intu Properties
London Evening Standard
The shopping centre operator 
faces the expiry of some 
10% of its leases; many at 
Lakeside in Essex. Panmure 
Gordon is concerned about its 
investment programme too, 
and names a target price of 
288p. Sell. 339p.

J.D. Wetherspoon
Investors Chronicle
Wetherspoon has suffered 
falling margins at the expense 
of sales growth, and the plan 
to discount coffee and attract 
breakfast diners hasn’t worked. 
2016 is looking tough for the 
pub group, and shares are 
highly rated. Sell. 798p.

RPS Group
London Evening Standard
This energy resources and 
environmental consultancy’s 
shares aren’t “cheap enough”, 
suggests Panmure Gordon. The 
broker suspects that recent 
signs of market stabilisation 
may be premature, and gives a 
200p target. Sell. 241p.

ScS
Investors Chronicle
The furniture retailer has been 
hit by a profi t warning. It 
blames the warm Easter and 
uncertainty over the general 
election – odd given that 
consumer spending in 
housewares is expected to be 
robust this year. Sell. 160p.

Directors’ dealings

Derwent London

Shares in the central-London-
focused property business 

have more than trebled since 
chairman Robert Rayne last 

bought in June 2008. He sold 
amid the post-election rally, 

banking £6.9m, but left 95% of 
his stake untouched.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
Quartix

Investors Chronicle
up 20.69% to 175p

Worst tip
dotDigital

The Mail on Sunday
down 15.54% to 31.25p

Market view
“Enjoy it while it lasts 

because there is a good 
chance that infl ation will be 

back in positive territory 
next month.”

Economist Alan Clarke 
of Scotiabank. Quoted in 

The Guardian
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Market summary
     

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

19 May 2015 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 6995.10 6933.80 0.88%
FTSE All-share UK 3801.50 3756.45 1.20%
Dow Jones             18312.39 18068.23 1.35%
NASDAQ      5070.03 4976.19 1.89%
Nikkei 225 20026.38 19624.84 2.05%
Hang Seng 27693.54 27407.18 1.04%
Gold 1214.30 1191.50 1.91%
Brent Crude Oil 64.42 67.11 –4.01%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 3.43% 3.43%  
UK 10-year gilts yield 2.05 2.09
US 10-year Treasuries 2.24 2.24
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) –0.1% (Apr)  0.0% (Mar) 

0.9% (Mar) 
+8.1% (Mar)

Latest RPI (yoy) 0.9% (Apr) 
Halifax house price (yoy) +8.5% (Apr)

£1 STERLING         $1.550  E1.395   ¥187.404   

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares  Key numbers for investors  Best and worst performing shares  Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
Mondi 1485.00 +14.41
Persimmon 1900.00 +8.70
Land Securities Group 1363.00 +8.35
3i Group 548.00 +8.30
Barratt Developments 588.00 +7.79

FALLS
Anglo American 1061.00 –6.27
Sainsbury (J) 264.60 –5.16
Rio Tinto 2847.00 –4.94
BHP Billiton 1405.50 –4.27
Glencore 289.65 –3.60
BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Mopowered Group 3.75 +114.29
Plus500 (Di) 412.00 –45.75
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 19 May (pm)
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I realised we were different, really different, on a rainy morning in 
1987. I was sitting in an assembly in the shoddily built concrete 
comprehensive in our local town. I was 13 or so years old, sitting 
surrounded by a mass of other academic non-achievers, listening 
to an old battle-weary teacher lecturing us on how we should aim 
to be more than just farm workers, joiners, brickies, electricians 
and hairdressers. It felt like a sermon she’d delivered many times 
before. It was a waste of time and she knew it. We were firmly  
set, like our fathers and grandfathers, mothers and grandmothers 
before us, on being what we were, and had always been. Plenty  
of us were bright enough, but we had no intention of displaying  
it at school. It would have been dangerous. 

There was an abyss of understanding between that teacher and us. 
The kids who gave a damn had departed the year before to our 
local grammar school, leaving the “losers” to fester away over the 
next three years in a place no one wanted to be. The result was 
something akin to a guerrilla war between largely disillusioned 
teachers and some of the most bored and aggressive kids imaginable. 
One maths lesson was improved for me by a fist-fight between a 
pupil and the teacher, before the lad ran for it down the stairs and 
across the muddy playing fields, only to be knocked down by the 
teacher before he escaped into town. We cheered as if it were a 
great tackle in a game of rugby. From time to time, someone 
would try (incompetently) to burn the school down. One boy 
who we bullied killed himself a few years later in his car. It was 
like being locked in a Ken Loach movie: if some skinny kid had 
turned up with a kestrel, no one would have been surprised. 

I once argued with our dumbfounded headmaster that school was 
really a prison and “an infringement of my human rights”. He 
looked at me strangely, and said, “But what would you do at 
home?” As if this was an impossible question to answer. “I’d 
work on the farm,” I answered, equally amazed that he couldn’t 
see how simple this was. He shrugged his shoulders hopelessly, 
told me to stop being ridiculous and go away. 

So in that assembly in 1987, I was daydreaming through the 
windows into the rain, wondering what the men on our farm 
were doing, and what I should have been doing, when I realised 
the assembly was about the valleys of the Lake District, where my 
grandfather and father farmed. So I switched on. After a few 
minutes of listening, I realised this bloody teacher woman thought 
we were too stupid and unimaginative to “do anything with our 
lives”. She was taunting us to rise above ourselves. In her eyes, to 
want to leave school early and go and work with sheep was  
to be more or less an idiot. The idea that we, our fathers and 
mothers, might be proud, hardworking and intelligent people 
doing something worthwhile, or even admirable, seemed to be 
beyond her. Later I would understand that modern industrial 
communities are obsessed with the importance  of “going 
somewhere” and “doing something with your life”. The 
implication is an idea I have come to hate, that staying local  
and doing physical work doesn’t count for much. 

I listened, getting more and more aggravated, as I realised that 
curiously she knew, and claimed to love, our land. But she talked 
about it, and thought of it, in terms that were completely alien  
to my family and me. She loved a “wild” landscape, full of 
mountains, lakes, leisure and adventure, lightly peopled with  
folk I had never met. The Lake District in her monologue was the 
playground for an itinerant band of climbers, poets, walkers and 
daydreamers… people who, unlike our parents, or us, had “really 
done something”. Occasionally she would utter a name in a 
reverential tone and look in vain for us to respond with interest. 
One was “Alfred Wainwright”, another was “Chris Bonington”; 
and she kept going on and on about someone called 
“Wordsworth”. I’d never heard of any of them. I don’t think 
anyone in that hall, who wasn’t a teacher, had. 
 
Sitting in that assembly was the first time I’d encountered this 
(basically romantic) way of looking at our landscape. I realised 
then, with some shock, that the landscape I loved, we loved, 

“I love this place: it is the beginning 
and end of everything”

Blea Tarn at dawn: Not just the land of Wordsworth

James Rebanks’ family has been farming in the Lake District for at least six centuries. In a new book, he describes how it feels to 
truly belong to a landscape, maintaining the ancient rhythms of a shepherd’s life
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where we had belonged for centuries, 
the place known as “the Lake District”, 
had a claim to ownership submitted 
by other people, based on principles I 
barely understood. Later, I would read 
books and observe the “other” Lake 
District, and begin to understand it 
better. I’d learn that until around 1750 
no one from the outside world had 
paid this mountainous corner of 
north-west England much notice, or, 
when they had, they found it to be 
poor, unproductive, primitive, harsh, 
ugly and backward. I’d be annoyed to 
discover that no one from outside 
seems to have thought it was beautiful 
or a place to visit until then – and yet 
be fascinated to discover how in a few 
decades that had all changed. Roads, 
and later railways, were built, making 
it much easier to get here. And the 
Romantic and Picturesque movements 
changed the way many people 
thought about mountains, lakes and 
rugged landscapes like ours. Our landscape suddenly became a 
major focus for writers and artists, particularly when the 
Napoleonic Wars stopped the early tourists from going to the 
Alps and forced them instead to discover the mountainous 
landscapes of Britain. From the start, this obsession was – for 
visitors – a landscape of the imagination, an idealised landscape 
of the mind. It became a counterpoint to other things, such as 
the Industrial Revolution – born less than 160 kilometres to the 
south – or a place that could be used to illustrate philosophies 
or ideologies. 

That dream was never for us, the people who work this land. We 
were already here doing what we do. I wanted to tell that teacher 
that she had it all wrong – that she didn’t really know this place 
or its people at all. These thoughts took years to become clear, but 
in a rough childish form I think they were there from the start. I 
also knew in a crude way that if books define places, then writing 
books was important, and that we needed books by us and about 
us. But in that assembly in 1987 I was dumb and 13, so I just 
made a farting noise on my hand. Everyone laughed. She finished 
and left the stage fuming. 

I was born in late July 1974, 
into a world that centred on an 
old man and his two farms. He 
was a proud farmer called 
William Hugh Rebanks, 
“Granddad” to me. He had a 
rough whiskery face when you kissed him goodnight. He smelt of 
sheep and cattle, and only had one yellow tooth, but he could clean 
the meat off a lamb chop with it like a jackal. He had three 
children. Two daughters, who had married good farmers, and my 
father. Dad was the youngest, the one who was to carry on his 
farm. I was his youngest grandson, but the only one with his name. 

We live and work our small hill farm in the far north-west of 
England, in the Lake District. We farm in a valley called 
Matterdale, between the first two rounded fells (mountains) that 
emerge on your left as you travel west on the main road from 
Penrith. From the summit of the fell behind our house, you can 
see north across the silver glimmering of the distant Solway 
estuary to Scotland. There is a stolen moment each early summer 
when I climb that fell and sit with my sheepdogs and have half an 
hour to take the world in. To the east you can see the backbone  
of England, the Pennines, with the good farming land of the Eden 
Valley opening up below. I smile at the thought that the entire 
history of our family has played out in the fields and villages 
stretching away beneath that fell, between Lake District and 
Pennines, for at least six centuries, and probably longer. We  

shaped this landscape, and we were shaped by 
it in turn. My people lived, worked and died 
down there for countless generations. It is what 
it is because of them and people like them. 

Almost everyone I am related to and care 
about lives within sight of that fell. When  
we call it “our” landscape, we mean it as a 
physical and intellectual reality. There is 
nothing chosen about it. This landscape is  
our home and we rarely stray far from it,  
or endure anywhere else for long before 
returning. This may seem like a lack of 
imagination or adventure, but I don’t care.  
I love this place; for me it’s the beginning  
and the end of everything. 

There are about ten different flocks of sheep 
on our “common” fell, a vast unenclosed piece 
of moorland and mountain. Because there are 
no large predators, they are left to graze alone, 
but are brought down several times a year for 
lambing, clipping and other key activities. 
Beyond our common lie other unfenced areas 

of mountain land, other fells, farmed by other commoners, so in 
theory our sheep could wander right across the Lake District. But 
they don’t because they know their place on the mountains. They 
are “hefted” – taught their sense of belonging by their mothers as 
lambs – a chain of learning that goes back thousands of years. So 
the sheep can never be sold from the fell without breaking that 
ancient link. This is, they say, the greatest concentration of 
common land in Western Europe; and on it survives a kind of 
farming that is older than that which exists across much of the 
world today. 

Many of these mountainous areas of land were bought and given 
to the National Trust by wealthy benefactors like Beatrix Potter, 
who trusted them to protect the landscape and its unique way  
of life. “Commoner” isn’t a dirty word here; it is a thing to be 
proud of. It means you have rights to something of value, that  
you contribute to the management of the fells, and that you take 
part in our way of life as an equal with the other farmers. We 
are a tiny part of an ancient farming system and way of life that 
somehow has survived in these mountains because of their 
historic poverty, relative isolation, and because it was protected 

from change by the early 
conservation movement. 

“Gathering” is ancient communal 
work that consists of everyone 
with rights to graze sheep on the 
unfenced common land working 

together with their sheepdogs to bring in the flocks from the fells. 
Most of the day is spent far from other people, working with 
them, but far beyond talking distance. It is a day to work with  
the dogs. A fell dog is a special thing, tough as old boots, smart 
and capable of working semi-independently a long way across  
the mountain. I’m a lucky man to have two fine “field” sheepdogs 
– Border collies. There isn’t much they can’t do in the valley 
bottom. They’ll creep and crawl, and dart every which way, and 
hold sheep spellbound with a look.  

You could bring a Viking to stand on our fell with me and he 
would understand what we were doing, and the basic pattern of 
our farming year.  Sometimes you are left alone somewhere on the 
mountain, waiting for the others, alone in the silence. Skylarks 
rise, ascending in song. Sometimes there are moments when not  
a sheep or a man can be seen. No one really knows how long this 
fell gathering has been happening, but quite possibly for as many 
as 5,000 years. 

Extracted from The Shepherd’s Life, by James Rebanks, published 
Allan Lane

Matterdale Common

“You could bring a Viking to stand on our  
fell with me, and he would understand what  

we were doing”
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  ACROSS

6  Acts indecisively (6)
9  English couple of trees (7)
10  A hundred drink gin (8)
11  Motor left (6)
12  Fish with batter (10)
15  Chum (4)
16  Cargo of iced drinks (1,4,2,8)
20  Fight without a second (4)
22  Be agitated and scribble absent-

mindedly (10)
24  Shock around biblical books (3,3)
25  See preamble (8)
27  Allow that lady to follow bishop (7)
28  Boiled sweet (6)

DOWN
1  Headless hunting dog and headless 

chicken?  Work of this predator 
perhaps (5,3)

2  Only one time to entice sort of 
office worker (4)

3  Robbed but remained strong? (4,2)
4  Order first class travel of a type (8)
5  Eggs on toast (6)
7  Large shows for former seamen (5)
8  Such a title leads to somewhat 

improved reputation? (3)
13  Trouble in one party (3)
14  Woman left union with people of 

intelligence (5)
17  Was charming contested verdict (8)
18  Tender chicken, say put right  

away (3)
19  Big car not accepted in 

launches (5,3)
21  Rob him roughly for diamonds (6)
22  Trees found around most of the 

inlets in Scotland (6)
23  Spoken of hatred in an ancient 

Greek theatre (5)
25  Rex clothed in Edward’s anorak (4)
26  Number getting hot in Japanese 

drama (3)

Sudoku 057  (very difficult))

Fill in all the squares so that each row, 
column and each of the 3x3 squares 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 056     

Solution to Crossword 055

ACROSS: 1 E-mails 4 Marinate 9 Runners-up 11 Adder 12 Theresa 13 Eyesore 
14 Cottage pie 16 Felt 18 Ilex 19 Egg on toast 22 Terrain 23 Drachma 25 Roast 
26 Rare earth 27 Masterly 28 Ischia

DOWN: 1 Erratic 2 Annie 3 Liegeman 5 Apple-pie order 6 Inaner 7 Andromeda 
8 Earnest 10 States-General 15 The Broads 17 Steamers 18 Interim 20 Trachea 
21 Rattle 24 Harsh

Clue of the week: Is she French? (7, first letter E)   
Solution: ESTELLE (EST ELLE)

Charity of the week

Adopt-a-Camp (AAC) is an initative designed to improve the lives of the 
thousands of migrant labourers who live and work in the UAE. It has been 
working for eight years and currently has 50 camps and more than 50,000 
men under its wing. Programmes offered by AAC include English language 
lessons for labourers and the delivery of Ramadan care packages.
Visit www.adoptacamp.ae to find out how you can help.

Adopt-a-Camp

Clue of the week: Daily Mail going 
after George?  (10, 4 first letter W)  

Private Eye




